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WHO  FLAGGED 

Throughout  most  of  this  space  today,  Abram  F. 

Myers,  chairman  of  the  board  of  Allied,  will  do  the 
talking.  These  excerpts  are  from  an  interesting  ad- 
dress delivered  by  him  at  the  Atlantic  City  convention 
of  Allied  of  New  Jersey  and  are  indulged  in  because  the 
point  involved  becomes  as  readily  understandable  as  it 
does  strangely  mysterious. 

Highlighting  Allied's  participation  in  consent  decree 
formulation,  Myers  told  this: 

"It  begins  in  March  when  we  received  from  the  department 
of  justice  a proposal  for  settlement  of  the  suit  that  had  been 
worked  out  in  the  department  of  commerce.  The  board  of  di- 
rectors was  polled  by  mail  . . . and  a consensus  of  their  views 
was  sent  to  the  attorney  general  under  date  of  March  26.  The 
letter  criticized  in  strongest  terms  the  several  provisions  of  the 
plan.  As  regards  the  proposal  that  pictures  be  sold  in  small 
blocks  instead  of  large  ones  the  letter  pointed  out  that  poor 
pictures  could  still  be  forced  with  the  good  ones.  On  this 
point,  the  letter  concluded,  'The  exhibitors  greatly  prefer  buy- 
ing once  a year,  or  as  infrequently  as  possible.  They  want 
selectivity,  not  retail  selling.'  Colonel  Cole  came  to  Washing- 
ton and  we  together  saw  Thurman  Arnold.  He  declared  flatly 
no  decree  would  be  entered  that  was  not  approved  by  the  in- 
dependent exhibitors. 

"A  few  days  later  when  the  trial  was  halted  and  negotia- 
tions for  a decree  began,  Mr.  Arnold  repeated  his  assurance 
that  no  decree  would  be  entered  that  was  not  satisfactory  to 
the  independent  exhibitors." 

On  request  from  Arnold  that  Allied  prepare  its  ver- 
sion of  terms  to  be  incorporated,  Myers  learned  the  de- 
partment of  justice,  or  attorneys  representing  it,  was 
committed  to  the  small  group  selling  plan.  This,  in  turn, 
led  to  a Washington  meeting  of  the  executive  committee 
of  Allied  and  a letter,  dated  June  13,  to  Arnold  setting 
forth  the  results  of  that  deliberation.  On  this  score, 
note  Myers'  comment  in  Atlantic  City: 

"As  regards  the  plan  for  selling  pictures  in  small  groups, 
and  bearing  in  mind  the  attitude  of  Arnold's  staff,  the  execu- 
tive committee  decided  to  recede  from  its  opposition  thereto, 
provided  certain  enumerated  conditions  and  safeguards  were 
included  in  the  decree.  These  conditions  and  safeguards,  if 
adopted,  would  have  conferred  on  the  exhibitors  benefits  that 
would  have  offset  in  large  measure  the  objections  to  the  pro- 
posed selling  plan." 


THE  SPECIAL? 

When  the  August  3 draft  reached  him,  Myers  ob- 
served this  of  it: 

"It  was  at  once  apparent  that  something  had  gone  wrong. 
The  draft  not  only  did  not  include  any  of  Allied's  conditions 
and  safeguards  on  the  five  block  plan,  but  it  contained  a pro- 
vision which  expressly  negatived  the  benefits  which  Allied 
hoped  would  flow  from  those  conditions  and  safeguards  . . 

It  is  not  known  how  this  abrupt  change  in  the  tone  and  tenor 
of  the  decree  came  about." 

Subsequently  voicing  objections  and  condensing  them 
into  a memorandum  for  Arnold  to  study  prior  to  the 
exhibitor  hearings  in  Washington  on  September  3,  Myers 
then  explained  that  this  question  was  posed: 

"Why  should  a decree  be  entered  in  the  form  submitted? 
This  association,  representing  more  independent  exhibitors 
than  any  other,  is  opposed  to  it.  The  Motion  Picture  Theatre 
Owners  of  America,  consisting  primarily  of  affiliated  theatres 
but  with  some  independent  members,  is  opposed  to  it.  Accord- 
ing to  the  trade  papers,  other  groups  not  affiliated  with  either 
national  association  are  against  the  plan.  The  plan  certainly 
does  not  meet  the  views  of  the  public  groups  as  expressed  at 
the  hearings  on  the  Neely  bill.  Since  the  plan  is  opposed  by 
all  interests  for  whose  benefit  the  suit  was  filed,  it  should  not 
be  approved  in  deference  to  the  doctrinaire  opinions  of  the 
consent  decree  section.  The  opposition  comes  from  those  who 
have  long  been  engaged  in  the  business  or  have  carefully  ob- 
served its  practices  over  a period  of  years. 

"At  the  hearing  on  September  3,  Mr.  Arnold  told  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Allied  that  his  staff  had  done  the  best  they  could 
and  that,  on  the  whole,  he  thought  it  was  a pretty  good  job." 

And  now  for  a couple  of  lines  only,  we  pick  up. 

There's  an  ocean  of  difference  between  a "pretty  good 
job"  and  an  assurance  no  decree  would  be  entered  un- 
less independent  exhibitors  approved,  as  Myers  pictures 
it  in  his  history  of  the  deliberations. 

Assuming  this  version  fully  tells  what  occurred,  the 
inescapable  question  for  which  an  explanation  will  be 
sought  widely  becomes  this: 

Who  flagged  the  special  off  the  main  line?  And  why? 


NEJffNESS  AND  DISPATCH  DESIGNED  TO  MARK 
HEARINGS,  COMPLAINTS  UNDER  ARBITRAnON 

Five  Days  for  Defense;  Sses  Perils  FaciziQ  ExhihUor 

Several  Cases  May  Be 

Heard  at  Same  Time  In  the  Backwash  of  the  War 


By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — All  efforts  will  be  made  to 
speed  up  hearings  and  decisions  on  com- 
plaints filed  with  local  arbitration  tribu- 
nals, under  plans  now  being  drafted  for 
incorporation  in  the  definitive  consent 
decree  to  be  presented  to  Federal  Judge 
Goddard. 

Respondents  will  be  given  five  days’ 
notice  in  which  to  prepare  a defense.  The 
notices  will  be  handled  by  clerks  to  be 
appointed  by  the  American  Arbitration 
Association,  which  will  have  complete 
charge  of  the  operation  and  management 
of  the  arbitration  tribunals  and  offices  in 
the  32  key  cities. 

AAA  Will  Set  the  Price 

The  AAA  will  determine  the  compensa- 
tion arbitrators  are  to  receive  in  each 
situation.  It  will  also  be  up  to  that  or- 
ganization to  add  from  time  to  time  to 
local  panels  as  requirements  indicate. 
While  the  present  rules  and  regulations 
provide  for  a minimum  panel  of  10,  there 
is  a likelihood  the  New  York  panel  may 
run  as  high  as  50  or  60  arbitrators  to  take 
care  of  all  the  complaints  which  may  flood 
the  tribunal  because  of  the  territory’s  im- 
portance. 

It  is  also  stated  any  number  of  cases 
may  be  heard  at  the  same  time  in  a key 
city,  provided  there  are  available  the  num- 
ber of  arbiters  to  sit  on  the  individual 
comnlaints  scheduled. 

While  arbitrators  may  have  30  days  in 
which  to  hand  down  decisions  immediate 
rulings  may  very  well  be  the  rule  rather 
than  the  exception.  It  is  also  possible  that 
in  involved  and  lengthy  trials  the  arbitra- 
tor may  go  beyond  the  30-day  limit  before 
making  known  his  reaction. 

A “substantive”  set  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions is  now  being  prepared  by  the  AAA 
for  the  appeals  board  of  three  to  sit  in 
New  York. 

Meanwhile,  the  AAA  has  called  in  Prof. 
Isaacs  of  Harvard  and  Prof.  Sturgis  of  Co- 
lumbia to  collaborate  on  the  entire  arbi- 
tration setup.  These  men  have  functioned 
in  similar  capacities  for  arbitration  formu- 
lae for  other  industries  and  their  services, 
while  gratis,  are  regarded  as  invaluable. 


Government  Counsel  to  Ask 
Court  Delay  on  Decree 

New  York — Government  counsel  on 
Monday  will  ask  Federal  Judge  Henry 
Warren  Goddard  for  a week’s  postpone- 
ment before  a final  consent  decree  will  be 
ready  for  presentation  to  the  court,  James 
V.  Hayes,  assistant  to  the  attorney  gen- 
eral, states.  The  reasons  outlined  are  that 
the  draft  on  rules  and  regulations  will  not 
be  completed  in  time  by  the  AAA  and  the 
distributors  working  committee. 

On  September,  Boxoffice,  in  its  eastern 
edition,  exclusively  reported  it  would  be 
“physically  impossible”  to  have  the  arbi- 
tration final  draft  ready  by  October  7. 
The  story  also  reported  attorneys  would 


Columbia  Negotiating 
Many  Franchise  Deals 

New  York — Columbia  has  a number  of 
franchise  deals  in  negotiation,  an  execu- 
tive states.  While  terms  are  generally  out- 
lined for  the  period  of  the  agreement,  it 
is  pointed  out  in  all  cases  protective  meas- 
ures for  Columbia  are  incorporated. 

Among  the  franchise  deals  are  the  War- 
ner and  Loew  circuits.  Columbia  is  not 
bound  by  the  terms  of  the  consent  decree, 
now  in  its  final  stages,  having  withdrawn 
after  preliminary  talks.  Hence,  this  com- 
pany and  UA  and  Universal  are  in  a po- 
sition to  make  franchise  deals  at  will. 


ask  for  at  least  a week  in  which  to  finish 
it. 

Interests  close  to  the  drafting  of  the  de- 
cree state  there  have  been  no  changes 
made  since  the  August  3 plan  with  the  ex- 
ception of  tightening  up  on  language  with- 
out altering  the  intent.  In  this  connec- 
tion, it  is  stated,  none  of  the  objections 
registered  by  Allied  at  its  Washington 
palaver  with  Thurman  Arnold  has  been 
acknowledged  in  the  rephrasing. 

The  same  committee  which  has  been 
contacting  Washington  on  the  decree  was 
scheduled  to  make  another  visit  to  the  de- 
partment of  justice  headquarters  to  as- 
sure Arnold  and  his  superiors  “everything 
is  going  along  all  right.”  This  committee 
also  was  ready  to  answer  any  question 
which  might  be  posed  in  connection  with 
language  and  intent. 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  George  J.  Schae- 
fer, Thomas  Day  Thacher,  Joseph  H.  Ha- 
zen  and  Richard  E.  Dwight  comprise  the 
committee. 

Hayes  again  reaffirms  the  'department’s 
stand  in  that  it  will  ask  the  court  to  hear 
all  those  who  might  have  objections  to  the 
decree. 

However,  he  said,  this  will  take  place 
when  the  definitive  decree  is  submitted  to 
the  court  for  approval.  This  may  be  Octo- 
ber 14  or  a week  later. 

Robert  E.  Sher,  another  assistant  to  the 
attorney  general,  scotches  the  idea  of  Co- 
lumbia or  UA  coming  into  court  and 
charging  the  decree  might  act  as  a con- 
spiracy between  the  government  and  the 
“Big  Five”  against  the  nonsignatories.  His 
answer  is  that  they  have  been  given  the 
same  opportunity  as  the  others  to  go  along, 
and  he  points  to  the  automobile  anti- 
trust suit  where  two  companies — Chrysler 
and  another — accepted  a decree  and  Gen- 
eral Motors  decided  to  fight  the  suit.  He 
also  says  he  never  heard  of  such  an  argu- 
ment on  behalf  of  any  company  which  has 
been  offered  a decree  and  declined. 

While  there  has  been  some  changes, 
slight  as  they  are,  in  the  August  3 decree, 
the  blocks-of-five  selling  provision  stands 
as  written,  Hayes  insists.  Despite  the  nu- 
merous complaints  to  the  clause,  it  will 
not  be  changed,  he  declares. 


Atlantic  City — The  backwash  of  the 
European  war  holds  perils  for  the  Ameri- 
can exhibitor,  Abram  F.  Myers  pointed  out 
in  his  address  before  Allied  of  New  Jer- 
sey. This  is  how  he  views  the  situation: 

“I  am  tragically  aware  of  the  efforts 
being  made  to  increase  film  rentals  at  the 
expense  of  the  already  overburdened 
American  exhibitors.  If  the  industry  were 
truly  a joint  enterprise,  then  its  profits 
and  losses  could  be  truly  apportioned 
among  all  engaged  therein  in  an  equitable 
basis.  But  no  impartial  observer  can  fail 
to  see  that  there  has  been  a very  inequit- 
able division  of  the  fruits  of  the  enterprise 
as  between  the  independent  and  affiliated 
interests.  Also  there  has  been  an  inequit- 
able distribution  of  the  burdens.  When  it 
is  revealed  in  a legal  proceeding  that  a 
large  affiliated  theatre,  on  a single  fea- 
ture policy,  played  a certain  picture  under 
an  arrangement  whereby  it  paid  only  25 
per  cent  of  the  gross  for  the  first  week  and 
20  per  cent  for  the  second,  we  realize  the 
extent  to  which  discrimination  against  in- 
dependent theatres  has  been  practiced. 

“Therefore,  any  effort  to  cast  upon  the 
independent  theatres  all  or  an  undue  por- 
tion of  the  burden  resulting  from  the  loss 
of  the  foreign  markets,  must  be  resisted. 

“Again,  with  1,000,000  young  men 
drafted  into  the  army,  and  their  girls  left 
without  escorts,  attendance  is  bound  to 
suffer.  This,  of  course,  may  be  offset  by 
a mushroom  prosperity  in  the  munitions- 
making  areas.  This  is  a condition  which 
individual  exhibitors  must  study  closely,  as 
each  will  have  his  own  peculiar  problems 
and  all  will  not  be  affected  alike. 

“Then  there  will  be  dislocations  in  per- 
sonnel. The  business  is  not  likely  to  be 
regarded  as  an  essential  industry  and  its 
employes  exempted  from  conscription. 
Your  efficient  and  trustworthy  manager, 
operator,  booker  and  other  key  employes 
may  be  taken  from  you  at  any  time  on 
short  notice. 

“Finally,  and  most  important,  there  is 
the  matter  of  taxes.  If  you  thought  you 
were  hard  hit  on  March  15  last,  I can  only 
say,  ‘Brother,  you  ain’t  seen  nothin’  yet.’ 
Few  people  realize  how  completely  broke 
our  government  is  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  ledger.  A private  corporation  in  its 
condition  would  have  been  declared  in- 
solvent years  ago.  But  the  United  States 
has  the  greatest  intangible  asset  of  any 
organization  in  the  world — the  character 
and  ability  of  its  people,  its  productive  ca- 
pacity, its  natural  resources.  These  assets 
will  have  to  be  drawn  upon  as  never  be- 
fore, and  that  means  you  will  be  taxed  un- 
til it  hurts.  No  one  doubts  that  the 
American  people  will  meet  the  test,  at 
whatever  sacrifice  . . 


Heralded  as  merely  a state-wide  con- 
vention, the  Allied  of  Hew  Jersey  meeting 
at  Atlantic  City  actually  sounded  off  on 
matters  of  nation-wide  interest.  See  pages 
11-12-22  for  coverage  on  what  occurred. 
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The  brothers,  meaning  the 
Warners,  of  course,  have  on  at- 
traction on  their  hands  in  "Knute 
Rockne — All  American." 

They  have  assembled  highlights 
of  the  life  story  of  Knute  Rockne, 
far-famed  football  coach,  and  weld- 
ed them  together  in  a well-knit  and 
absorbing  construction  job  of  sure- 
fire entertainment  with  a duck  soup 
appeal  for  the  pigskin  faithful. 

The  picture  reflects  a full  respect 
for  the  Rockne  memory  and  for  the 
university  to  which  his  name  in- 
evitably attaches.  While  the  op- 
portunity was  constantly  present  to 
go  sloppy  and  to  over-sentimental- 
ize,  the  temptation  which  might 
have  threatened  to  get  out  of  hand 
is  fortunately  resisted.  The  conse- 
quence is  a straightforward  ac- 
count of  the  man  whose  name  re- 
mains carved  permanently  in  the 
archives  of  Notre  Dame  and  foot- 
ball and  a fine  tribute  to  the  indi- 
vidual. 

Pat  O'Brien  plays  Rockne.  In 
mannerism  and,  amazingly  in  ap- 
pearance, he  is  Knute  and  that  is 
by  way  of  handing  a very  consid- 
erable amount  of  praise  to  the 
O'Brien  performance  and  to  the 
wizardry  of  Perc  Westmore  and  the 
Warner  makeup  department.  The 
voice  is  also  "Rock's,"  the  friendly 
suspicion  being  the  sound  track  oc- 
casionally at  least  dipped  into  the 
vaults  for  the  real  thing. 

Albert  Basserman,  sterling  actor, 
once  more  registers,  this  time  as 
Father  Nieuwland.  Donald  Crisp,  as 
Father  Callahan,  is  the  epitome  of 
dignity  and  restraint. 

C7p  Comes  No.  8 


ing  pair  of  extremely  juvenile  com- 
ics; Henry  Stephenson,  a sympa- 
thetic emperor;  Mischa  Auer,  a 
laugh-getter,  as  usual;  S.  Z.  Sakall, 
as  the  baker,  a close  contender  for 
acting  honors. 

In  fact,  "Spring  Parade"  is  top- 
notch  on  all  counts.  If  anything 
has  been  overlooked,  edit  this  to 
suit. 

A Cycle? 

Warners  have  Jimmy  Cagney 
down  for  "The  Tanks  Are  Coming." 
Hal  Roach  now  promises  one  to  be 
called  "Tanks  a Million,"  not  a 20th 
Century-Fox  release. 

If  this  forecasts  the  inevitable 
cycle,  how  about  remakes  of  the 
"Thanks,  etc.,"  school  in  the  pre- 
paredness mood,  to-wit: 

"Tank  You." 

"Tank  You,  Jeeves." 

"Tank  You,  Madame." 

"Tank  You,  Mr.  Moto." 

"Tanks  for  Everything." 

"Tanks  for  the  Buggy  Ride." 

"Tanks  for  the  Memory." 

You're  welcome. 

The  Perfect  Show 

M-G-M  has  purchased  screen 
rights  to  "Fried  Chicken"  by  Ladis- 
laus  Bus-Fekete. 

Suggestions  for  surrounding  ma- 
terial, on  a single  bill  basis: 

"Candied  Yams,"  a Pete  Smith 
Specialty 

"Mixed  Green  Salad,"  a Fitz- 
Patrick  Traveltalk 
"Chocolate  Sundae,"  an 
Cur  Gong  comedy 


Having  produced  the  earlier 
seven  Durbins  for  Universal,  Joe 
Pasternak  now  is  very  safely  over 
the  success  line  with  "Spring  Pa- 
rade," his  eighth.  Thereby  is  forged 
another  link  in  a thus  far  unbroken 
chain. 

It's  a decided  case  of  not  Deanna 
this  time,  but  of  Miss  Durbin.  For 
she's  quite  the  young  lady  in  this 
nostalgic,  romantic  bit  of  Cinder- 
ella fluff  about  fortune  tellers,  the 
gay  and  waltzy  Vienna  of  Franz 
Joseph,  handsome  soldiers  and  sen- 
timental journeys  to  the  beer  halls. 

The  star  is  charming  and  her 
voice  is  in  continued  fine  fettle.  Robt. 
Cummings  is  a dashing  and  appeal- 
ing foil;  Butch  and  Buddy,  an  amus- 


Double  Troubles 

Or  experiences  of  a theatre  man- 
ager: 

Eddie  Selette,  who  runs  the  Al- 
bany in  the  upper  New  York  city 
of  that  name,  recently  advertised 
Gerard  and  Marco,  vaudeville  team. 
Cne  of  his  patrons  telephoned  to 
ask,  "What  kind  of  a game  is  Ger- 
ard and  Marco  and  what  prizes  do 
you  get?" 

Same  situation,  slightly  varied 
and  sounding  like  a gag  concerns 
the  kid  who  saw  a large  lobby  sign 
reading  Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year  and  asked  the 
cashier  when  the  double  feature  got 
under  way. 
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LiniE  ONES 

They  Steal 
the  Show! 


ABOVE:  Leo,  Jr.  is  shown  in  the  new  '‘frozen  motion”  photography  which  is  the  basis 
for  M'G'M’s  revolutionary  contribution  to  Short  Subjects, 


A STROKE  OF 
SHOWMANSHIP 

to  launch  M-G-M’s  1940-41 
Season  of  Super  Short  Subjects 

Introducing  the  Sensational  Stroboscopic  photography 

in  PETE  SMITH’S  "QUICKER’N  A WINK" 

As  usual  it  is  M-G-M  that  breaks  away  from  the 
routine!  We  know  that  showmanship  demands  new 
ideas  to  attract  folks  to  your  theatre.  Again  M-G-M 
does  the  unusual.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  movie 
audiences  can  see  the  unseen  . . . action  too  fast 
for  the  human  eye  caught  in  “frozen  motion”  by 
Stroboscopic  photography  at  the  rate  of  2,000  indh 
vidual  pictures  per  second... here’s  the  screen’s  most 
sensational  development  since  the  advent  of  sound! 


Imagine  a camera  capable  of  caking  pictures  up  to  one- hundred 
thousandth  of  a second.  That’s  Stroboscopic  photography  as  illus- 
trated below.  Note  how  the  kicker's  foot  penetrates  nearly  half 
the  diameter  of  the  ball  before  the  ball  leaves  the  ground. 


LEO,  JR.  MAKES  BIG  ONES 
OUT  OF  LIHLE  ONES! 


Here’s  His  M-G-M  Shorts  Line-up  For  1940-41 


6 CRIME  DOES  NOT  PAY— (Two -Reels)  Timely, 
thrilling  dramatizations,  several  based  on  nation- 
ally important  racket  investigations  currently  in  the 
news,  all  produced  with  higher  production  budgets 
than  average  independent  “B”  features! 

14  PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES— M-G-M’s  amusing 
and  amazing  sound-track  wit  and  “unseen  star’’ 
presents  his  own  inimitable  collection  of  credos  and 
curios,  and  sundry  human  interest  material  high- 
lighted with  humor. 

9 PASSING  PARADE— John  Nesbitt’s  extraor- 
dinary presentation  of  ordinary  events  pass  in  fas- 
cinating review.  An  excitingly  NEW  idea  in  short 
subjects --interesting  as  life  itself! 

10  M I N I AT  U R E S —Significant  documentaries  of 
topical  interest  including  Carey  Wilson’s  absorbing 
“What  Do  You  Think?’’  excursions  into  mental 
phenomena  and  the  psychic  unknown! 


9 OUR  GANG  COMEDIES — For  20  years  audiences 
have  enjoyed  the  capers  of  this  group  of  typical 
American  youngsters.  Now  they’re  better  than  ever! 

12  FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS— In  TecKnicobr. 
Patrons  will  find  a world  of  entertainment  in  next 
season’s  star-spangled  panorama  of  the  United 
States  and  America! 

18  M-G-M  CARTOONS — In  Technicolor.  Highly 
imaginative  and  thoroughly  delightful  animated 
drolleries  created  by  Hugh  Harman  and  Rudolph 
Ising  and  other  cartoon  geniuses. 

104  ISSUES  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY— A real  NEWS 
reel,  now  more  than  ever,  with  the  largest  camera 
and  editorial  staff  in  its  brilliant  history.  Featuring 
JOHN  B.  KENNEDY’S  Front  Page,  BILL  STERN’S 
Sports  Page,  ADELAIDE  HAWLEY’S  Womens  Page! 


YOUR  FOLKS  ARE  WAITING  FOR  THE  NEW  METROSCOPIX 

(It's  the  improved  successor  to  Audioscopixl) 

In  addition  to  the  great  line-up  of  ’40 -’41  Shorts  outlined 
above,  watch  for  M-G-M ’s  Super-Special  Attraction  entitled: 

^^THIRD  DIMENSIONAL  MURDER^^ 

How  the  public  shrieked  and  laughed  at  M-G-M’s  Audioscopix  Shorts.  Now  we  bring  them  a 
new  one,  vastly  improved,  that  tells  a complete  story.  A real  old  fashioned  mystery  melodrama 
in  third  dimension  that  will  lift  audiences  out  of  their  seats  with  excitement.  A howling  success! 


■ am.  mm  ■ u mm  'm  l~~l  E 

SERVICE  AT  THE 
BOX-OFFICE! 

Above  are  the  trophies  the  industry  has  award- 
ed Leo,  Jr.  in  recognition  of  his  superior  shorts 
producing  skill— an  average  of  better  than  four 
medals  per  year  for  the  past  ten  years  is  his 
enviable  record.  Proud  as  he  is  of  these  medals, 
Junior  is  prouder  still  of  the  extra  business  his 
shorts  have  brought  to  your  box-office ! 
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— Pliotos  by  Noiinan  Kaphaii 

One  Testimonial  Dinner  Calls  lor  Upper  and  Lower  Dais — 

The  scene  is  the  President  Hotel,  Atlantic  City.  The  occasion  a dinner,  arranged  by  Allied  of  New  Jersey,  for  Abram  F. 
Myers,  chairman  of  the  board  of  national  Allied,  at  which  the  guest  of  honor  was  presented  with  an  inscription,  leather- 
bound,  and  with  a $1,000  check  stuck  away  in  one  corner,  and  a watch.  There  was  also  a double  dais  arrangement. 
At  the  upper  one  were  Charles  H.  Olive,  president.  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  District  of  Columbia;  George  Dembotv,  general 
sales  manager  of  National  Screen;  Red  Kann,  Boxoffice;  Lew  Newbury,  president.  Allied  of  New  Jersey;  Sydney  Samuel- 
son,  member  of  national  Allied’s  executive  committee;  Myers;  William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  maiiager  of  Loew’s;  Jack 
Kirsch,  president,  Allied  of  Illinois;  H.  M.  Richey,  exhibitor  contact  at  Loew’s,  and  Roy  E.  Harrold,  president.  Associated 
Theatre  Owners  of  Indiana.  At  the  lower  dais  were  Frank  Lydon,  president.  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  of  New  Eng- 
land; P.  S.  Harrison,  in  absentia;  Herman  A.  Blum,  financial  secretary,  national  Allied;  P.  J.  Wood,  secretary.  Independ- 
ent Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio;  Moe  Horwitz,  Cleveland  independent;  Thomas  J.  Connors,  eastern  sales  manager,  Loew’s, 
and  E.  K.  O’Shea,  eastern  district  manager,  same  company. 


FUTURE  UNDER  FIVE-RLOCKS  "NOT  SO  DARK" 
FOR  ON-TOES  EXHIBITOR,  DECLARES  MYERS 


Atlantic  City  — The  outlook  under 
blocks-of-five  selling  “may  not  be  as  dark 
as  it  has  been  painted”  for  the  exhibitor 
who  devotes  his  time  and  energy  to  his 
business,  Abram  F.  Myers,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  national  Allied,  told  his  New  Jer- 
sey affiliate  in  convention  here. 

“When  I was  a child,”  he  declared,  “the 
advertisements  depicted  old  Dr.  Munyon 
in  a stilted  pose  proclaiming,  ‘While  there 
is  life  there  is  hope.’  In  view  of  the  tre- 
mendous opposition  to  the  proposed  decree, 
with  only  the  consent  decree  section  and 
the  attorneys  for  the  Big  8 to  defend  them, 
it  is  possible  that  the  attorney  general  may 
yet  decide  not  to  sanction  this  glaring  ex- 
ample of  ‘government  by  the  few.’ 

“But  as  matters  now  stand,  national  Al- 
lied and  its  affiliated  regionals  will  be  re- 
miss if  they  do  not  take  immediate  steps 
to  extract  from  the  situation  whatever  of 
benefit  there  may  be  in  it  for  their  mem- 
bers. 

“Unless  the  provision  in  reference  to 
arbitrating  clearance  has  since  undergone 
serious  change  to  the  detriment  of  the  ex- 
hibitors, the  August  3 draft  offers  by  far 
the  best  method  for  adjusting  clearance 
disputes  that  has  ever  been  devised.  This 
can  and  should  be  availed  of  by  the  ex- 


hibitors who  feel  that  they  are  being  sub- 
jected to  unreasonable  clearance  and  their 
organizations  should  be  in  a position  to 
help  them  in  formulating  their  complaints 
and  in  preparing  their  cases. 

“The  provision  in  reference  to  granting 
some  run  contains  weasel  words  against 
which  Allied  has  protested.  But  if  in- 
voked in  proper  cases,  and  the  cases  are 
properly  presented,  it  may  afford  relief  to 
the  victims  of  exclusive  selling  and  freeze- 
outs. 

“The  provision  against  discrimination  in 

Calls  Field  Selling 
"Window  Dressing" 

Atlantic  City — Selling  by  majors  in  ex- 
change districts  is  so  much  “window 
dressing/'  according  to  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  general  counsel,  in  an  analysis  of 
the  consent  decree  for  New  Jersey  con- 
ventionites. 

"The  power  is  still  there  for  the  cir- 
cuits. In  principle,  however,  the  clause 
is  in  line  with  the  ideas  we  have  ex- 
pounded for  years." 


the  selling  of  runs  is  so  hampered  and  cir- 
cumscribed by  conditions  and  limitations 
as  to  raise  a doubt  as  to  whether  it  was 
intended  to  insure  fairness  in  the  business 
or  merely  to  doctor  up  a few  ancient  belly- 
aches. However,  if  a victim  of  discrimina- 
tion can  qualify  under  the  limitations,  or 
better  yet,  if  the  limitations  are  discarded 
in  a last-minute  revision,  this  provision 
may  prove  to  be  important. 

“Lastly  all  has  not  been  said  in  refer- 
ence to  the  five-block  plan  that  can  be 
said.  No  one  is  advocating  it,  no  one  wants 
it,  in  its  present  form.  But,  assuming  that 
it  will  come  to  pass  whether  we  want  it  or 
not,  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  merely 
wringing  our  hands  and  crying  about  it. 
The  intelligent  thing  to  do  is  to  put  our 
heads  together  and  figure  out  how  to 
make  the  best  of  a bad  bargain. 

“This  already  has  been  discussed  in  the 
executive  committee  and,  if  the  decree  is 
entered  with  the  five-group  plan  in  it. 
Allied  will  have  some  definite  suggestions 
to  make  to  its  members.  No  one  likes  an 
upset  in  his  routine  or  habits;  persons  ac- 
customed to  taking  it  easy  do  not  like  to 
be  suddenly  called  back  to  work.  The 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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SAYS  EXHIBITOR  COMPLAINTS  DATING  TO  DEATH 
OF  NRA  CODE  ARE  ARBITRABLE  UNDER  DECREE 


Myers  Analyzes  Proposed 
Clauses  at  New  Jersey 
Allied  Convention 


Metro  Favors  Liquidating  Duals 
''Even  If  We  Suffer''  — Rodgers 


Atlantic  City — All  exhibitor  complaints 
filed  with  the  department  of  justice  since 
the  demise  of  the  NRA  code  will  be  ac- 
ceptable for  arbitration  under  the  consent 
decree  as  tantamount  to  having  registered 
the  squawks  with  distributors,  Abram  F. 
Myers,  Allied  general  counsel,  stated  here. 
This  is  in  connection  with  runs  and  clear- 
ance, it  was  pointed  out. 

Under  the  August  3 draft  of  the  decree, 
exhibitors  were  required  to  have  made 
their  complaints  to  distributors  only  from 
1935  to  date,  but  the  new  deal  “affords  a 
remedy  Allied  thought  it  would  never  be 
able  to  obtain.” 

Myers,  in  analyzing  the  decree  phases, 
pointed  out  that  the  theatre  must  be  in 
existence  at  the  time  the  decree  is  en- 
tered. “This  is  designed  to  cure  a few 
bellyaches  of  the  past  and,  on  the  face  of 
it,  is  not  a provision  of  controlling  abuses 
in  the  future.”  In  this  connection,  he 
stated  a new  theatre  may  be  built  in  a ter- 
ritory, but  any  request  by  the  exhibitor  for 
a change  of  run  may  not  be  heeded. 

Also,  the  Allied  general  counsel  ex- 
plained, the  theatre  must  have  enjoyed  the 
run  before  July,  1935,  and  the  exhibitor 
must  have  made  his  complaint  in  writing. 

Expansion  Clause  "Badly  Worded" 

He  said  the  clause  on  theatre  expansion 
is  “badly  worded”  and  is  in  conflict  with 
its  intent.  Myers  asserted  that  under  the 
decree  provision,  circuits  may  build  or  ac- 
quire to  protect  investments  or  “competi- 
tive condition  or  for  ordinary  purposes  of 
business.”  He  pointed  out  Paramount  may 
acquire  100  theatres  under  this  provision, 
which  would  be  contrary  to  the  thought 
behind  the  clause, 

“Thurman  Arnold,”  he  added,  “didn’t 
think  our  objections  were  well  taken  on 
this  point  on  September  3.” 

There  is  still  some  discussion  on  arbi- 
tration personnel.  “Some  think  the  men 
and  women  on  the  tribunals  should  know 
something  about  the  industry.”  However, 
Allied  regards  the  present  setup  as  “most 
fair.”  Myers  explained  the  appointment  of 
wholly  impartial  arbitrators  should  be  the 
only  arrangement  and  that  no  federal 
judge  who  may  have  sat  on  a film  case, 
or  no  independent  exhibitor,  should  try  a 
case  against  a distributor. 

The  clause  on  discrimination  against  in- 
dependent theatres  has  all  the  elements 
of  the  right  to  buy.  Allied’s  general  coun- 
sel thought. 

“The  trouble  is  that  every  effort  has 

(i  -- 

How  Some  Lawsuits 
Find  Their  Ending 

Atlantic  City — Goes  a topical  ditty,  ac- 
cording to  Abram  F.  Myers: 

Hush  little  law  suit. 

Don’t  you  cry; 

You'll  be  a consent  decree. 

Bye  and  bye! 

■ — J 


Atlantic  City — M-G-M  will  encourage 
any  move  to  eliminate  double  features 
“even  if  we  will  suffer  by  it,”  William  F. 
Rodgers,  general  sales  manager  for 
M-G-M,  told  Allied  of  New  Jersey  and 
regional  convention  delegates  here. 

As  an  instance  of  good  faith,  he  pointed 
to  the  plan  adopted  in  Cleveland  a num- 
ber of  years  ago.  Independent  exhibitors, 
he  said,  got  together  there  and  agreed  to 
abandon  the  practice.  As  a result,  M-G-M 
willingly  cancelled  out  pictures  for  exhibi- 
tors and  cut  film  rentals  on  others. 

When  Jack  Kirsch,  head  of  Allied  of 
Illinois,  asked  the  sales  chief  whether 
M-G-M  got  as  much  percentage  results 
from  doubles  as  it  did  from  singles,  Rodg- 
ers declared  the  comparison  was  “about 
the  same”  and  pointed  to  Cleveland,  be- 
fore duals  returned  there,  as  an  example. 

“Collectively,”  Rodgers  said,  “distribu- 
tors can  do  nothing  about  the  practice,  but 
exhibitors  collectively  can  do  much.” 

Rodgers  also  stated  duals  started  in  De- 
troit about  seven  or  eight  years  ago.  For 
nine  months  M-G-M  refused  to  permit  its 
pictures  to  be  doubled.  “Exhibitors  want- 
ed it.  The  theatres  wanted  it  and  M-G-M 
could  do  nothing  about  it,”  he  observed. 

In  his  prepared  talk,  Rodgers  said,  “The 
bald  statement  that  double  features  are 
ruinous  does  not  make  it  so.  Neither  do 
polls  taken  at  random  indicate  the  general 
public  pulse. 

“Distributors  cannot  control  doubles. 
They  do  not  advocate  it.  Rather,  it  is 
the  exhibitor  who  knows  his  community 
who  controls  it.” 

That  theatre  attendance  has  fallen  off 
in  late  years  is  not  strange,  he  said.  “Some 
would  like  you  to  believe  doubles  are  re- 
sponsible. Figures  of  record,  however,  dis- 
pute any  such  claim  and  show  the  state- 
ment absurd.  New  forms  of  amusement 
have  reached  greater  heights — night  base- 


been  used  to  write  in  exceptions,  time 
limitations  and  other  things  to  impair  its 
effectiveness.” 

Myers  took  exception  to  the  “looseness” 
of  the  “some  run”  clause  which  states  the 
distributor  shall  grant  the  run  unless  it 
prejudices  the  company’s  business  in  that 
locality  where  the  theatre  is  located.  “The 
clause  was  aimed  at  breaking  up  circuit 
power,”  he  said,  but  the  department  of  jus- 
tice said  the  major  circuits  have  argued 
that  this  resolves  itself  to  “confiscation  of 
property.” 

He  explained  if  an  arbitrator  gives  an 
applicant  the  run  requested  in  a neigh- 
borhood where  there  is  more  than  one 
major  house,  the  circuit  may  very  well  re- 
fuse to  buy  for  the  balance  of  its  theatres 
in  that  area,  which  would  result  in  a loss 
of  business  for  the  distributor. 

Exhibitors  do  not  have  to  attend  all 
trade  showings,  Myers  pointed  out.  “If 
theatre  owners  want  to  buy  picture  blind- 
ly they  can  do  so.  But  under  the  selling 
in  blocks  of  five  they  cannot  say  they  did 


"Thorn  in  My  Side" — 

Said  William  F.  Rodgers,  right,  about 
Abram  F.  Myers,  left,  at  the  latter’s 
Atlantic  City  dinner.  And  further: 
“But  be  that  as  it  may,  I am  pleased 
and  genuinely  so,  that  you  who  are  his 
disciples  have  seen  fit  to  honor  him  at 
this  testimonial.  That  I and  others 
have  disagreed  with  some  of  his 
policies  or  thoughts  is  beside  the 
point.” 


ball,  dog  racing,  radio,  Bingo  games — all 
contributing  factors,  yet  not  insurmount- 
able. 

“The  public  is  not  tired  of  pictures. 
True,  they  may  have  been  enticed  away. 
It  is  up  to  us  to  get  them  back  and  as 
showmen  present  our  merchandise  in  a 
more  convincing  manner.  This  we  can  do 
by  united  effort;  confidence  in  our  indus- 
try and  in  one  another,  plus  the  very  im- 
portant essential  of  streamlined  presenta- 
tion, the  discard  of  time-worn  custom  and 
close  application  to  business.” 


not  have  an  opportunity  to  see  them.” 

He  said  the  clause  dealing  with  inter- 
change of  pictures  “was  written  in  at 
someone’s  request.”  Allied,  in  a letter  to 
Arnold  dated  August  15,  pose  strong  ob- 
jection to  it.  Myers  made  specific  sugges- 
tions, but  the  department  of  justice  held 
that  some  exhibitors  still  can  trade  with 
distributors,  particularly  those  accounts 
where  “horse  operas”  mean  more  than  any 
other  type  of  picture.  This  also  applies  to 
exhibitors  who  do  not  want  westerns  and 
foreigns  and  desire  only  better  class  films. 


Threatens  Legislative  Action 
Against  Non-Theatricals 
Atlantic  City — Failure  by  distributors 
to  remedy  the  non-theatrical  situation 
would  be  followed  by  legislative  action  to 
regulate  the  practice,  Don  Rossiter  of  In- 
dianapolis, member  of  AID,  told  the  Allied 
Jersey  meeting.  He  held  distributors  have 
done  nothing  to  control  the  showing  of 
16mm  reproductions  of  regular  releases. 
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Matler  of  Runs  in 
South,  California 


Los  Angeles — Exhibition  circles  in  south- 
ern California,  which  in  only  a few  scat- 
tered instances  have  ever  unanimously 
agreed  on  anything,  adhere  to  that  tra- 
dition in  their  varied  reactions  to  the  dis- 
tributors’ drift  toward  increased  admis- 
sions on  certain  attractions.  For  the  most 
part  the  line  of  demarcation  between  ap- 
proval and  disapproval  separates  the  first 
run  operators  from  the  subsequent  run  and 
neighborhood  houses;  the  former  feeling 
there  is  considerable  justification  for  price 
boosts,  the  latter  vehemently  denying  the 
need  and  wisdom  thereof. 

In  the  forefront  of  support  for  increased 
admissions  is  Fox  West  Coast,  territory’s 
largest  circuit  and  a National  Theatres 
affiliate.  Its  president,  Charles  P.  Skou- 
ras,  has  already  gone  on  record  with  the 
declaration  that  everything  possible  must 
be  done  to  increase  distributor  returns  not 
only  by  paying  high  percentages  on  out- 
standing pictures,  but  also  by  giving  such 
features  either  additional  playing  time,  in- 
creased admission  treatment,  or  both. 

“We  feel,”  Skouras  declared,  “that  it  is 
up  to  the  exhibitor  to  do  his  share  and 
the  entire  National  Theatres’  operations 
will  swing  in  line  for  this  aid.” 

To  date  FWC’s  ace  first  run  houses  here, 
Grauman’s  Chinese  and  Loew's  State,  have 
boosted  prices  on  three  films — “Boom 
Town,”  “Brigham  Young — Frontiersman,” 
and  “Strike  Up  the  Band.”  In  the  first 
two  instances,  boxoffice  takes  were  higher 
than  average,  indicating  that  public  re- 
action to  price  increases  was  not  un- 
favorable. 

Another  price-boost  supporter  is  the 
Galston-Sutton  circuit,  operator  of  several 
houses  locally,  including  the  first  run,  de- 
luxe Hawaii  in  Hollywood.  Sanford  Rose, 
manager  of  the  Hawaii,  has  this  to  say: 

“The  trend  at  present  is  for  better  pic- 
tures, and  the  public  would  prefer  to  pay 
more  to  see  one  good  picture  than  to  see 
two  ‘B’  pictures.”  Rose’s  reaction  was 
drawn  from  the  Hawaii’s  current  success- 
ful run  of  “Gone  With  the  Wind,”  on  a 
reserved-seat  basis  and  a $2.20  top. 

From  the  smaller-scaled  independents, 
however,  came  indictments  of  the  trend, 
some  of  which  follow: 

Harris  Anderson,  general  manager  of 
the  Grover  Smith  circuit,  operating  houses 
in  and  around  Glendale  and  South  Pasa- 
dena; “If  all  theatres  asked  advanced 
prices  for  the  good  pictures,  most  movie- 
goers would  just  as  soon  go  see  it  at  a 
first  run  house — and  where  would  we  be?” 

Murray  Hawkins,  general  manager  for 
the  Swan  circuit:  “Patrons  of  first  run 
houses  may  not  mind  increased  prices, 
but  the  neighborhood-house  family  trade 
might  resent  it.” 

M.  A.  Kursten,  operator  of  the  Boule- 
vard, a 25-cent  house,  in  Whittier:  “If  we 
ask  the  public  to  pay  higher  admissions 
on  a good  picture,  we  should  in  all  fair- 
ness give  them  their  money  back  on  the 
bad  ones.” 

Mac  Sinift,  of  the  Del  Mar,  a 15-cent 
local  theatre:  “Not  with  me.  A first  run 
house  does  not  rely  on  a regular  flow  of 
family  trade.  Its  pictures  attract  the  ma- 
jority of  people.  A neighborhood  house, 
however,  depends  solely  on  the  family 
trade  where  the  patron  has  made  a week- 
ly habit  of  attending  the  local  theatre — 
where  he  is  used  to  paying  one  price.” 

Harvey  Levinson  of  the  Cozy,  a local 
10-cent  house:  “Persons  who  can  afford 
40-  and  55-cent  seats  wouldn’t  mind  a 
price  boost  so  much,  but  people  who  must 
count  every  penny  will  resent  it.” 


On  Price  Hikes 

This  is  the  second  installment  of  a 
BOXOFFICE  survey  of  exhibitor  reac- 
tions to  advanced  admissions.  Initial 
reactions,  published  last  week,  demon- 
slrated  first  runs  generally  favored  the 
plan,  subsequents  opposed. 


Kansas  Cily  Area 
Voices  Its  Doubts 


Kansas  City — The  general  reaction  of 
exhibitors  in  this  sector  is  that  the  idea 
of  increased  admission  prices  for  special 
pictures  will  not  prove  altogether  satis- 
factory. Fear  is  general  producers  and 
distributors  will  “overdo”  it. 

While  most  exhibitors  oppose  the  idea, 
at  this  point  it  looks  as  if  opposition  will 
not  translate  itself  into  too  much  resist- 
ance to  the  actual  picture  when  it  comes 
up,  if  it  is  a good  one. 

Circuits  are  watching  the  idea  closely. 
In  one  case,  that  of  Fox  Midwest  Thea- 
tres, Inc.,  the  circuit  will  conduct  its  own 
test  of  special  films  in  key  towns  before 
committing  itself  entirely  to  the  setup. 
This  policy  will  be  followed  in  connection 
with  each  picture. 

Two  to  One  Against 

Exhibitor  opinion  is  pretty  well  summed 
up  in  the  following,  two  to  one  against: 

Warren  Weber,  Fix,  St.  John,  Kas.,  and 
other  western  Kansas  houses:  “The  way 
business  is  going  we’ll  have  to  lower  ad- 
missions. Increasing  prices  may  be  okay 
for  those  charging  too  little,  but  most  ex- 
hibitors probably  now  are  charging  all 
they  can.  We  are.  If  a picture  is  good 
enough  to  sell  for  extra  prices,  then  it 
would  do  a big  business  anyway,  in  my 
type  of  situation.  I don’t  believe  we  got 
much  more  out  of  ‘Gone  With  the  Wind’ 
because  of  the  higher  price.” 

Jay  Means,  Oak  Park  and  Bagdad,  Kan- 
sas City:  “Patrons  may  buy  the  special 
at  a special  price,  but  the  following  two 
or  three  weeks  they  may  not  attend  the 
theatre,  which  will  tend  to  depress  even 
further  the  deep  sag  between  good  pic- 
tures. If  they  go  up  on  specials,  it  looks 
like  they  ought  to  go  down  on  the  poor 
ones;  that’s  logic  to  the  patron.  At  a 
level,  year-around  price,  the  patrons  will 
tend  to  stick  by  the  exhibitor.  The  new 
idea  is  liable  to  only  accentuate  the  pres- 
ent trend  of  the  public  to  shop  more  and 
more  carefully.” 

Prank  Cassil,  Rialto,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 
“It’s  a good  idea,  if  everyone,  all  the  way 
down  through  the  clearance  scale,  does  it, 
and  if  the  particular  picture  is  a good  one. 
The  truth  is,  the  public  has  been  getting 
really  big  bargains  in  pictures  the  past 
few  years,  and  at  existing  prices  no  one 
ever  fails  to  get  his  money’s  worth  at  a 
movie  nowadays,  even  the  worst  movie.” 


Allied  of  New  Jersey  Fears 
Injury  to  Family  Trade 

New  York — Allied  of  New  Jersey,  as 
previously  reported  in  Boxoffice,  opposes 
advanced  admissions  as  injurious  because 
subsequent  runs  depend  on  steady  family 
patronage  at  standardized,  non-fluctuating 
prices,  because  low  income  patrons  already 
pay  an  increase  in  the  guise  of  the  defense 
tax  and  because  the  practice  removes  from 
the  theatreman  the  right  to  establish  his 
own  price  structure. 


May  Presage  General 
Increase  in  'Frisco 


San  Francisco — The  consensus  in  this 
territory,  among  the  first  and  other  runs, 
favors  advanced  admissions  and  the  re- 
cent increase  by  Fox  West  Coast  in  their 
four  Market  Street  first  run  houses  is  ap- 
parently the  forerunner  of  a general  in- 
crease throughout  the  bay  area. 

The  paying  public  indicated  no  protest 
when  the  Pox  houses  jumped  from  a 40- 
cent  top,  with  four  cents  tax,  to  a flat  50- 
cent  evening  admission.  Attendance  has 
not  only  held  up  but  has  increased,  which 
may  be  due  in  part  to  the  influx  of  the 
fall  product.  “Boom  Town”  with  a 40-50- 
65  policy  in  its  fourth  week  played  to 
capacity. 

The  United  Artists  has  maintained  an 
exclusive  single  feature  policy  with  the 
evening  admission  55  cents  and  has  done 
well.  Pictures  frequently  play  four  to  six- 
week  runs  at  this  theatre.  Even  when 
other  first  run  Market  Street  houses  drop 
their  admission  to  catch  the  summer  lag, 
the  U.  A.  continues  to  charge  55  cents. 

Among  the  subsequent  runs  there  has 
been  no  increase  of  price  as  yet.  The 
tacking  on  of  the  federal  tax  has  caused 
no  furore  among  the  attending  public. 
However,  with  the  price  of  practically 
everything  on  the  upswing,  the  exhibitors 
feel  admission  prices  should  also  be  in- 
creased. One  subsequent  run  manager  ex- 
pressed the  views  of  many  of  his  colleagues 
when  he  stated,  “I  never  lost  a customer 
by  raising  my  price  and  I am  certain  I 
never  gained  one  by  lowering  the  admis- 
sion price.” 

New  Haven  1st  Runs 
For;  Others  Against 

New  Haven — With  “Boom  Town”  at  ad- 
vanced prices  finishing  up  its  three-week 
first  run  engagement  to  the  total  tune  of 
$23,000  and  “The  Sea  Hawk”  reporting  an 
excellent  two  weeks’  engagement,  first 
runs  say  they  are  receptive  to  the  idea  of 
selected  pictures  at  advanced  prices.  How- 
ever, subsequent  runs  in  this  territory  are 
singing  another  tune. 

At  a regular  meeting  of  Allied  Theatre 
Owners  of  Connecticut,  Inc.,  a unanimous 
resolution  passed  expressing  “unalterable” 
opposition  to  the  practice  of  advancing 
prices  for  certain  features.  It  is  felt,  the 
independents  put  it,  that  “such  a pro- 
cedure would  tend  to  earmark  the  good 
pictures  and  make  the  other  features  seem 
inferior  by  comparison;  that  the  experience 
of  the  majority  of  exhibitors  was  that  the 
greatest  profits  at  the  boxoffice  have  re- 
sulted from  lower,  rather  than  higher  ad- 
missions.” The  membership  also  felt 
neighborhood  patrons  had  already  been 
subjected  to  sufficient  increase  in  the  way 
of  defense  tax;  and  that  the  new  prac- 
tice would  be  indulged  in  by  all  distribu- 
tors and  inevitably  on  “pictures  of  ques- 
tionable quality.”  Neighborhood  operator 
members  of  Connecticut  MPTO  canvassed 
have  already  expressed  themselves  as  op- 
posed. 

Prior  to  the  Allied  meeting,  85  per  cent 
of  the  subsequent  runs  had  expressed  their 
decision  to  run  “Boom  Town”  at  advanced 
prices,  Thomas  G.  Donaldson,  M-G-M 
manager  here  reported.  In  view  of  the 
most  recent  expression  of  opinion,  how- 
ever, this  percentage  may  now  be  changed. 
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GEORGE  ABBOTT'S  SENSATIONAL 
B’WAY  MUSICAL  COMEDY  SUCCESS! 


Ten  times  the  eyeful;  ten  times 
as  tuneful;  ten  times  as  funful 
on  the  screen  . . . 

With  a parade  of  talent 
and  beauty  from  the  stage 
show  and  the  screen  . . . 
The  most  joyous  laughs 
and  romance  that  ever 
• lifted  your  heart.,. spark- 
^ ling  with  youth  and  glam- 
' our  . . . THE  BOX-OFFICE 
NEED  OF  THE  HOUR! 

with 

LUCILLE  BALL*  RICHARD  CARLSON 
ANN  MILLER ‘EDDIE  BRACKEN 
FRANCES  LANGFORD*  DESI ARNAZ 
HAL  LeROY  * 

Produced  and  Directed  by  GEORGE  ABBOTT 


Kay  Kyser  and  his  band, 
Ginny  Simms  and  the  three 
Bad  Humor  Men,  Boris 
Karloff,  Bela  Lugosi  and 
Peter  Lorre,  doing  their  last 
spooky  seance  for  Director 
Dave  Butler  and  “You’ll 
Find  Out,’’  the  miracle  mys- 
tery musical... Ready  soon  to 
join  RKO  RADIO  parade  of 
big  ones  like  Carole  Lombard 
and  Charles  Laughton  in 
“They  Knew  What  They 
Wanted’’ — Ginger  Rogers  in 
“Kitty  Foyle” — AnnaNeagle 
in  “No,  No,  Nanette”  and 
Orson  Welles  in  “Citizen 
Kane.” 


LITHO  USA 


South  Bend  Succumbs 
To  Saga  of  Rockne 


By  GENE  RICH 

South  Bend,  Ind. — Warner  apparently 
set  out  to  create  a show  designed  to  make 
all  other  world  premiere  events  insignifi- 
cant by  comparison.  As  a 50-yard  line 
spectator,  it  would  seem  the  Messrs.  Ein- 
feld,  Blumenstock,  et  al.,  went  over  for 
many  more  touchdowns  than  they  needed 
for  “Knute  Rockne — All  American.” 

The  four-theatre  premiere  was  wit- 
nessed by  thousands  of  visitors  from  all 
sections  of  the  country.  Natives  here  con- 
fess it  was  the  greatest  throng  in  the  city’s 
history,  which  amounts  to  quite  a conces- 
sion in  this  football  metropolis.  Cool, 
autumn  weather — the  kind  South  Benders 
say  gets  them  “naturally  excited” — was  on 
hand  for  most  of  the  celebration.  This 
needed  only  the  efforts  of  Mayor  Jesse  I. 
Pavey  and  a group  of  citizens  to  touch  off 
the  excitement. 

At  Four  Theatres 

And  it  came  in  droves.  Starting  with 
an  official  proclamation  by  Governor  M. 
Clifford  Townsend  designating  the  Sep- 
tember 29-October  5 period  as  “Knute 
Rockne  Week,”  the  activities  gained  the 
impetus  of  a Notre  Dame  goal-line  drive 
until  the  film  was  unreeled  at  four  over- 
crowded and  gaily  bedecked  theatres  Fri- 
day evening.  The  debut  took  place  at  the 
Colfax,  Palace,  Granada  and  State. 

A fine  hand  was  displayed  by  the  War- 
ner executives  in  conceiving  and  executing 
the  numerous  events  attending  the  pre- 
miere. This  was  particularly  evident  dur- 
ing the  placing  of  a wreath  on  Rockne’s 
grave,  the  “pep  talk”  by  Pat  O’Brien  dur- 
ing a football  rally  of  Notre  Dame  players 
and  the  composition  of  the  Kate  Smith 
radio  program,  which  originated  here  in 
honor  of  the  occasion. 

Sports  Writers  Attend 

Warner  took  advantage  of  a twin-bar- 
relled publicity  channel  by  inviting  some 
of  the  country’s  top-rank  sports  writers  to 
the  scene.  Some  of  them  knew  Rockne 
personally.  Others  write  about  the  Notre 
Dame  team  all  season  for  the  sports  pages 
of  some  of  the  most  widely  read  news- 
papers. They  included  Damon  Runyon, 
Bill  Corum,  Jack  Lait  and  Columnists  Ed 
Sullivan,  Louis  Sobol  and  Owen  Davis  jr., 
who  made  the  trip  from  New  York.  Alto- 
gether, there  were  about  100  newspaper 
and  fourth  estaters  on  hand,  including 
photoplay  editors  and  critics,  syndicate 
writei's  and  magazine  representatives. 

The  contingent  of  Hollywood  stars 
worked  earnestly  to  add  dignity  to  the 
celebration.  They  included  Rudy  Vallee, 
Donald  Crisp,  O’Brien,  Ronald  Reagan, 
Florence  Rice,  Sonja  Henie,  Lucille  Fair- 
banks, Bob  Hope,  Rosemary  Lane,  Irene 
Rich,  Charles  Ruggles,  Willie  Howard, 
Jane  Wyman,  Anita  Louise  and  Gale  Page. 
Also  on  hand  were  Postmaster  General 
Walker,  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  jr.,  and 
William  Randolph  Hearst  jr.  Warner  ex- 
ecutives included  Harry  M.  Warner  and 
Einfeld,  who  came  from  the  coast;  Mort 
Blumenstock,  Mitchell  Rawson,  Ralph 
Budd,  Harry  Goldberg  and  Sidney  Rechet- 
nik,  from  the  home  office;  Bob  Taplinger, 
who  has  been  here  for  several  weeks  work- 
ing with  Sam  Clark  of  the  Warner  regional 
office;  Joe  Feldman  of  the  Pittsburgh  of- 
fice, and  Manny  Pearlstein  of  the  Cleve- 
land branch.  Jimmy  Sileo  was  brought 
on  from  New  York  to  handle  the  still 
photography. 
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Outposts  for  Red  Cross  Drive 


New  York — Exchange  managers  of  nine  national  distributors  are  to  be  territorial 
coordinators  in  the  forthcoming  Red  Cross  drive,  with  other  branch  managers  in  the 
same  zones  assisting. 

The  committee,  under  chairmanship  of  Leslie  E.  Thompson  of  RKO  theatres, 
makes  the  following  suggestion: 

“The  chairman  of  exhibitor  committees  in  the  larger  towns  and  cities,  and  in- 
dividual exhibitors  in  the  smaller  towns  where  no  city  committee  is  established,  are 
urged  to  communicate  with  the  district  coordinator  for  the  territory  in  which  they 
are  located  to  work  out  arrangements  for  booking  prints  of  the  400-foot  Red  Cross 
film  featuring  Deanna  Durbin  and  contributed  by  the  industry,  which  is  to  be  shown 
in  theatres  the  week  beginning  November  4,  the  opening  week  of  the  Red  Cross  Annual 
Roll  Call.  This  should  not  be  confused  with  the  official  Red  Cross  trailer,  which  is 
100  feet  long  and  which  is  to  be  shown  the  second  week  of  the  Red  Cross  Roll  Call, 
starting  November  17.  The  prints  of  this  trailer,  featuring  Priscilla  Lane,  will  not 
be  booked  by  the  district  coordinator,  but  must  be  secured  by  the  exhibitor  from  the 
local  chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  each  town.” 

The  committee  also  lays  stress  on  this  point:  That  the  whole  plan  is  to  support 
and  promote  the  local  membership  drive  in  each  town  and  city  and  not  to  put  on  a 
campaign  in  theatres  to  raise  a special  fund  for  the  Red  Cross. 

Here  is  the  roster  of  district  coordinators: 


Territory 

Albany 

Atlanta 

Boston 

Buffalo 

Charlotte 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Dallas 

Denver 

Des  Moines 

Detroit 

Indianapolis 

Kansas  City 

Los  Angeles 

Memphis 

Milwaukee 

Minneapolis 

New  Haven 

New  Orleans 

New  York 

Oklahoma  City. 

Omaha 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

Portland,  Ore... 

St.  Louis 

Salt  Lake  City.. 
San  Francisco.. 

Seattle 

Washington 


Coordinator 

.Bernard  G.  Kranz 

.R.  M.  Avey 

..R.  C.  Cropper 

. K.  G.  Robinson 

■R.  J.  Ingram 

..J.  C.  Osserman 

.Allen  S.  Moritz 

. J.  R.  Kauffman 

..Doak  Roberts 

.Chester  J.  Bell 

..Stanley  Mayer 

.Fred  E.  North 

. J.  R.  Frank 

.Frank  C.  Hensler 

.W.  E.  Calloway 

..J.  Frank  Willingham, 

■Oscar  J.  Ruby 

.Eph  Rosen 

.Morris  Joseph 

.C.  E.  Peppiatt 

. J.  J.  Bowen 

.J.  O.  Robie 

.C.  W.  Allen 

.Earle  Sweigert 

.Ira  H.  Cohn 

..R.  O.  Wilson 

.B.  B.  Reinffold 

. W.  F.  Gordon 

. Neal  East.... 

,E.  A.  Lamb 

.Sam  N.  Wheeler 


Address 

.RKO  Radio,  1048  Broadway 
.Loew’s,  198  Luckie  St. 

.RKO  Radio,  60  Church  St. 
.Paramount,  464  Franklin  St. 
.Columbia,  225  W.  4th  St. 

.RKO  Radio,  1025  S.  Wabash  Ave. 
.Columbia,  1634  Central  Parkway 
.Universal,  2342  Payne  Ave. 
.Vitagraph,  508  Park  Ave. 
.Paramount,  2100  Stout  St. 

.20th-Fox,  1300  High  St. 

.Vitagraph,  2310  Cass  Ave. 

.UA,  448  N.  Illinois  St. 

.Loew’s,  220  W.  18th  St. 

.Vitagraph.  1918  S.  Vermont  Ave. 
.Loew’s,  502  S.  2nd  St. 

.Columbia,  1133  N.  8th  St. 

.Monogram,  1111  Currie  Ave.,  N. 
.Universal,  125  Meadow  St. 

.UA,  147  S.  Liberty  St. 

.Loew’s,  630  9th  Ave. 

.Vitagraph,  630  W.  Grand  Ave. 

.RKO  Radio,  1502  Davenport  St. 
.Paramount,  248  N.  12th  St. 

.20th-Fox,  1715  Blvd.  of  Allies 
.Universal,  1953  N.  W.  Kearney  St. 
.20th-Fox,  3330  Olive  St. 

.Vitagraph,  212  E.  First  South  St. 
.Paramount,  201  Golden  Gate  Ave. 
.RKO  Radio,  1216  2nd  Ave. 

.20th-Fox,  932  New  Jersey  Ave.,  N.  W. 


Goldwyn  Renews  His  Blitzkrieg 
Versus  UA;  Re  files  Complaint 


New  York — All  reports  of  settlement 
out  of  court  of  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  suit 
against  UA  are  apparently  unfounded.  The 
producer,  through  his  new  attorney, 
George  Z.  Medalie,  replacing  the  deceased 
Max  D.  Steuer,  has  refiled  an  amended 
complaint  against  the  company. 

The  new  action  is  similar  to  the  old  one, 
the  most  significant  change  being  the  de- 
mand for  damages  of  $215,000  for  alleged 
wrongful  distribution  with  “The  Wester- 
ner.” In  the  old  suit  Goldwyn  had  asked 
the  court  to  set  damages.  The  balance  of 
the  requests  asks  court  approval  for  the 
termination  of  Goldwyn’s  distribution 
agreement  with  UA  which  has  until  Sept. 
2,  1945,  to  run.  An  injunction  is  sought. 

The  action  is  more  specific  in  its  com- 
plaints against  Alexander  Korda  in  that 
it  declares  that  both  the  producer  and 
London  Films,  Ltd.  are  financially  inter- 
ested in  Harefield  Productions,  Ltd.,  of 
London  which  produced  two  pictures,  “The 
Spy  in  Black”  and  “Q  Planes”  and  re- 


leased them  through  Columbia.  Goldwyn 
claims  that  under  the  UA  contract  the 
films  should  have  been  distributed  by  UA. 

The  charges  are  as  follows:  That  from 
July,  1936,  UA  failed  to  devote  its  best  ef- 
forts to  the  proper  distribution  of  Gold- 
wyn’s films  in  securing  highest  rentals 
and  best  possible  grosses.  It  is  claimed 
Goldwyn’s  films  were  block  booked  with 
other  producers’  films,  with  the  others  be- 
ing given  the  break  over  Goldwyn’s.  It  is 
claimed  that  in  1939  UA  conspired  through 
its  officers,  directors,  and  employes  to 
drive  Goldwyn  out  of  business  by  offering 
inducements  to  exhibitors  to  take  films  of 
other  producers  instead  of  Goldwyn’s,  by 
preventing  Goldwyn  from  securing  the 
goodwill  of  the  UA  sales  department,  by 
not  using  its  best  efforts  in  the  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  of  Goldwyn’s  films,  by 
releasing  false  statements  to  the  press 
about  him,  by  withholding  of  monies  due 
him,  by  failing  to  pay  him  $54,559  due  un- 
der the  Silverstone  profit  plan. 
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SIDE,  WEST  SIDE, 


!1L  AROUND  YOUR  HEART! 


entrance  the  whole  country ...  As  intimate  as 
a family  at  breakfast . . . Lovable  folk  filling 
a wonderful  picture  with  the  music  of  life! 

UNIVERSAL  brings  the  greatest 

stars  of  Today  and  Yesterday 

LITTLE  BIT 
OF  HEAVEN 

starring  GLORIA  JEAN  w»h 

ROBERT  STACK  • HUGH  HERBERT  • C.  AUBREY  SMITH 
STUART  ERWIN  • NAN  GREY  • EUGENE  PALLETTE 
BUTCH  & BUOOY  • BILLY  GILBERT 

^ and  Gloria's  "uncles": 

FRANK  JENKS  ‘NOAH  BEERY, Sr  ‘/VVAURICE  COSTELLO  • CHARLES  RAY 
FRED  KELSEY  • MONTY  BLUE  • TOM  DUGAN  • WILLJAM  DESMOND 
EDGAR  DEERING*KENNETH  HARLAN  • PAT  O'MALLEY  • DAVID  OLIVER 

Screenplay  by  Daniel  Taradasb,  Gertrude  Purcell, 

Harold  Goldman  • Original  Story  by  GROVER  JONES 


Directed  tyANOREW 


Allied  Check  Into  Film  Buys  Avers  National  Sales 

Will  Be  Maintained  Monthly  Policies  Are  Myth 


Atlantic  City — Allied  will  continue  its 
product  surveys  on  a montlily  basis,  ac- 
cording to  Sidney  E.  Samuelson,  chairman 
of  AID.  Cards  will  go  out  and  tabu- 
lated for  a regular  report  in  Philadelphia 
at  the  end  of  the  month.  Exhibitors  re- 
plying are  not  asked  to  sign  or  identify 
themselves,  but  only  to  cite  the  exchange 
territory  in  which  they  operate. 

The  cards,  it  was  stated,  are  sent  to 
local  units  from  Philadelphia.  These  units 
in  turn  send  the  questionnaires  to  all  in- 
dependent exhibitors,  whether  affiliated 
with  Allied  or  not. 

Every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  keep 
the  survey  within  legal  bounds  and  it  is 
understood  Abram  F.  Myers,  general  coun- 
sel, has  consulted  with  the  department  of 
justice  as  to  the  operation  before  putting 
it  into  effect. 

Myers  declared  AID  was  comparable  to 
a credit  agency  or  any  other  commercial 
agency  making  surveys.  “It  is  perfectly 
legitimate,”  he  said,  "provided  the  facts 
are  straight  and  no  false  reports  are  circu- 
lated.” 

All  Kept  on  File 

All  cards  are  kept  on  file.  “Regional 
units  may  make  wrong  use  of  the  report,” 
he  added,  “and  distributors  may  charge 
exhibitors  are  in  a conspiracy  to  boycott 
them  on  the  basis  of  the  report.”  How- 
ever, he  explained,  regionals  will  seek  local 
legal  guidance  so  that  there  will  be  no 
chance  or  cause  to  offend  or  charge  a 
boycott  scheme.” 

In  its  first  report,  which  covers  the 
first  four  months  of  the  new  season,  AID 
reported  37  per  cent  of  the  exhibitors  con- 
tacted had  not  yet  signed  contracts  for 
1940-41.  The  exhibitors  are  in  14  ex- 
change areas. 


An  analysis  of  prices  paid  for  flat  ren- 
tals and  guarantees  for  the  new  season  as 
compared  to  last  season  showed: 


Paid  Same 

Paid 

Quest’n  Not 

Coinpany — 

or  Less 

More 

Answered 

Columbia  ... 

■ 41% 

20% 

39% 

M-G-M  

. 33 

24 

43 

Monogram  . 

. 58 

18 

24 

Paramount  . 

. 48 

20 

32 

Republic  

. 39 

39 

22 

RKO  

. 55 

8 

37 

20th-Fox  

. 46 

17 

37 

UA  

. 30 

6 

64 

Universal  .... 

29 

28 

43 

Vitagraph  .... 

52 

24 

24 

The  percentage  of  each  company’s  sales 

to  the  total 

number 

of  contracts  sold  is 

as  follows: 

Covipany— 

Percentage 

Columbia  ... 

15 

M-G-M  

11 

Monogram 

2.5 

Paramount  . 

8 

Republic  

5 

RKO  

17 

20th-Fox  

15 

UA  

7.7 

Universal  

11.3 

Vitagraph  ... 

7.5 

Declaring 

more  for 

film 

was  paid  in 

non-Allied  territories,  the  report  listed  the 
following  figures  of  percentage  of  film 
rentals  to  gross  receipts  on  last  year’s  con- 


tracts: 


Comvo-ny — 

Allied 

Non-Allied 

Columbia  

32 

40 

M-G-M  

38 

41 

Monogram  

21 

42 

Paramount  

35 

38 

Republic  

29 

33 

RKO  

40 

45 

Clearance  Switch 
Gels  Allied  Okay 

Atlantic  City — Under  the  consent  de- 
cree, control  of  clearance  is  taken  away 
from  the  large  independent  and  major  cir- 
cuits and  restored  to  distributors,  where  it 
rightfully  belongs,  Abram  F,  Myers,  Allied 
general  counsel,  told  the  Allied  of  New 
Jersey  convention. 

“Large  independent  and  major  circuits 
have  been  putting  pressure  on  distributors” 
for  the  clearance  and  protection  desired, 
but  “here,  for  the  first  time,  it  is  recog- 
nized as  the  problem  of  the  distributor, 
too. 

“Under  the  decree,  there  will  be  arbi- 
tration between  distributors  and  exhibi- 
tors who  want  the  changes.  The  power  is 
taken  away  from  the  circuits,”  he  added. 

Myers  described  the  clause  in  the  de- 
cree on  unreasonably  withholding  prints 
as  “entirely  missing  the  bus.”  He  said 
Allied  has  had  many  complaints  where 
prints  are  held  up  for  prior  runs  which 
are  given  clearance  to  which  they  are  not 
entitled. 

If  the  abuses  which  resulted  in  the  gov- 
ernment suit  are  not  eliminated  in  three 
years,  the  department  of  justice  will  be 
free  to  secure  relief  by  pressing  theatre 
divorcement,  he  said.  The  issue  of  divorce- 
ment, he  added,  was  postponed  for  three 
years  to  ascertain  meanwhile  whether  the 
other  decree  provisions  will  restore  com- 
petition and  do  away  with  the  issues  which 
resulted  in  the  anti-trust  suit. 


20th-Fox  ... 

. 39 

45 

UA  

. 37 

38 

Universal  ... 

. 31 

38 

Vitagraph  ... 

. 34 

37 

A middlewest  exhibitor  reported  paying 

20th-Fox  as 

high 

as  79 

per  cent; 

Univer- 

sal,  58  per 

cent. 

and 

Vitagraph, 

53  per 

cent. 

Four  distributors  were  taken  to  task  for 
non-deliveries.  They  were  Universal, 
which  “broke  faith”  on  “Spring  Parade.” 
The  AID  committee  expressed  the  feeling 
it  should  be  re-sold  on  the  same  terms  as 
last  season’s  contracts. 

Republic  was  reprimanded  for  withhold- 
ing lour  Gene  Autrys  and  two  Roy  Rog- 
ers westerns. 

Columbia  should  deliver  “Arizona”  on 
current  contracts,  the  committee  held. 

UA  should  give  exhibitors  “Foreign 
Correspondent,”  which  the  committee  be- 
lieved was  the  same  picture  and  adver- 
tised and  sold  under  the  title  of  “Personal 
History.” 

750  Community  Chest 
Prints  Available 

New  York — There  are  currently  750 
prints  available  of  “The  Volunteer 
Worker,”  three-minute  Technicolor  short 
produced  by  Walt  Disney  for  Community 
Chests  and  Councils  in  behalf  of  the  lat- 
ter’s drive  for  funds.  The  subject  will  be 
distributed  gratis  to  theatres  which  con- 
tact their  local  Chest  headquarters,  lo- 
cated in  550  cities  in  the  United  States  and 
Canadi.  The  drive  extends  from  October 
13  to  November  2. 


Atlantic  City — While  the  majors  gener- 
ally announce  set  sales  policies  for  the 
new  season  at  the  time  of  convention.  Al- 
lied’s AID  committee,  after  a survey  for 
September,  finds  its  members  buying 
various  ways  and,  in  some  cases,  far  re- 
moved from  the  plans  originally  outlined 
to  the  sales  force. 

All  majors  have  been  on  record  they  do 
not  force  shorts,  yet  the  committee  charges 
M-G-M  and  Paramount  did  not  live  up 
to  its  announced  intention,  20th-Fox 
forced  them  “most  of  the  time,”  RKO 
seldom  did  it,  while  Warner  forced  fea- 
turettes  about  half  of  the  time. 

Where  exhibitors  bought  Columbia 
shorts,  the  amounts  varied  from  15  to  72. 
This  company,  according  to  AID,  an- 
nounced 44  features  and  16  westerns  with 
two  at  40  per  cent,  six  at  35,  10  at  30  and 
the  balance  flat.  Selective  contracts,  or  a 
20  per  cent  cancellation,  in  many  instances 
were  allowed.  Reports  from  Allied  mem- 
bers showed  contracts  were  made  on  the 
basis  of  one  at  40  per  cent  and  the  bal- 
ance fiat,  two  at  35  per  cent  and  the  bal- 
ance flat,  or  one  at  40  and  one  at  35  per 
cent  and  the  balance  flat. 

Data  on  Percentage  Deals 

The  majority  of  M-G-M  deals  were 
made  for  four  at  40  per  cent.  No  all  flat 
deals  were  reported.  Selective  contracts 
were  sold  and  the  company  generally 
granted  a 20  per  cent  cancellation. 

Paramount,  the  report  states,  deviated 
widely  from  its  announced  policy.  Many 
all-flat  deals  were  made.  On  percentage 
deals,  some  were  sold  with  a guarantee  and 
others  without — some  contracts  on  pre- 
ferred time  and  many  without. 

RKO  sold  the  majority  of  its  accounts 
flat,  the  report  goes  on  to  say.  Many 
bought  selective  deals.  The  number  of 
shorts  varied  from  21  to  56.  The  cancella- 
tion granted  was  10  per  cent  in  some  in- 
stances and  20  per  cent  in  others.  The 
majority  who  bought  percentage  con- 
tracted for  preferred  playing  time,  but 
usually  did  not  pay  any  guarantee. 

Find  Wide  Deviation 

As  for  20th-Fox,  the  company  is  re- 
ported to  have  deviated  widely  from  its  an- 
nounced policy  in  that  the  vast  majority 
made  all  flat  deals.  Cancellations  were 
granted  from  10  to  20  per  cent  and  in 
many  instances  exhibitors  were  given  five 
to  ten  pictures  to  select  for  elimination. 
Percentage  contracts  were  sold  usually 
without  a guarantee  or  preferred  playing 
time,  it  is  claimed. 

UA  has  no  set  sales  policy,  AID  stated. 
This  company  is  offering  22  or  more  films 
with  a very  wide  variation  in  the  kinds  of 
deals  sold.  Usually,  they  are  sold  flat,  the 
committee  reports. 

Universal  sold  many  selective  pacts  and 
gave  cancellation  privileges  varying  from 
10  to  20  per  cent.  The  company  got  a 
guarantee  and  preferred  time  on  some 
contracts,  but  it  is  asserted  not  in  the  ma- 
jority of  deals. 

Typical  Warner  deals  were  outlined  as 
follows:  Exhibitors  who  bought  48  got  all 
flat  with  a ten  per  cent  cancellation,  those 
who  bought  32  got  them  all  flat.  Others 
who  bought  48  got  44  flat  and  four  at  35 
per  cent  with  a 20  per  cent  cancellation. 
Some  who  bought  48  received  46  on  a flat 
basis  with  two  at  40  per  cent  and  no  can- 
cellation. Those  who  bought  40  got  32 
flat,  two  at  40  per  cent,  six  at  35  per  cent. 
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^401,555  GROSS  IN  4 DAYS-WOW! 

. . . starting  with  the  world  premiere  in  Fort 
Worth  and  continuing  in  its  first  94  engage- 
ments, first  four  days  of  national  playing  time 
took  in  this  smash-bang  figure,  hitting  from 
145%  to  350%  of  box-office  averages! 

Sensational  business  throughout  Texas  reported 
from  the  INTERSTATE  CIRCUIT  and  the 
JEFFERSON  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY! 

And  NO  IF  sensational  business  in  LOEW 
theatres  everywhere! 

Released  thru  UNITED 

^”'‘cted  by  K^illiam 


Scores  the  Majors 
For  5-Block  Plan 

New  York — The  distributor  defendants 
in  the  government’s  equity  suit  “are  not 
vi^ithout  blame”  for  the  responsibility  of 
the  insertion  in  the  proposed  consent  de- 
cree of  the  provision  calling  for  “the 
blocks  of  five  selling  scheme,”  E.  L.  Kuy- 
kendall, MPTOA  president,  asserts  in  an 
organization  bulletin.  He  scores  the  “rigid 
and  inflexible  i-equirement”  which  he 
states  “may  be  jammed  down  your  throats 
regardless  of  the  consequences.” 

Kuykendall  again  urges  the  department 
of  justice  to  “listen  to  the  theatre  owners 
who  have  compelling  objections  to  this 
part  of  the  proposed  consent  decree,”  ob- 
serving it  “should  not  ignore  our  interests, 
which  we  know  will  be  seriously  damaged, 
and  not  protected  as  they  should  be  by 
our  government.” 

"Dubious"  of  Arbitration 

After  examining  the  set-up  of  the 
proposed  arbitration  machinery,  the 
MPTOA  head  states  “we  are  dubious”  of 
the  proposals,  and  argues  it  is  a “grave 
defect”  in  the  decree  that  there  is  a com- 
plete absence  of  any  effort  to  mediate  com- 
plaints and  adjust  grievances  by  mutual 
agreement  and  organized  conciliation  “be- 
fore it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  arbitra- 
tion.” 

He  also  has  “doubts”  over  the  legal  pro- 
cess which  would  compel  an  exhibitor  who 
has  clearance  or  product  that  would  force 
him  to  “comply  with  a decision  that  cuts 
down  his  clearance  or  turns  over  his  prod- 
uct to  a competitor.”  He  characterizes  as 
"more  important  and  dangerous”  the  pro- 
posal to  place  the  administration  of  arbi- 
tration “in  the  hands  of  those  totally  un- 
familiar with  the  motion  picture  business,” 
and  condemns  the  proposal  of  headquar- 
tering the  appeals  board  in  New  York. 

Cites  Tax  Hurdles 

Turning  to  other  matters,  Kuykendall 
states  it  “may  be  well  for  exhibitors  to  con- 
sider seriously  ways  and  means  of  develop- 
ing a wider  audience  for  motion  pictures” 
to  offset  anticipated  new  federal  taxes 
aimed  at  the  industry  as  well  as  those 
which  may  reduce  the  purchasing  power 
of  the  public.  He  devotes  a large  portion 
of  the  bulletin  urging  exhibitors  to  cooper- 
ate in  the  forthcoming  Red  Cross  cam- 
paign. 


MPTOA  Ready  to  Intervene 
At  Decree  Court  Hearing 

St.  Louis — The  MPTOA  is  prepared  to 
and  plans  to  file  amicus  curiae  briefs  with 
the  federal  court  in  New  York  when  Fed- 
eral Judge  Henry  Goddard  is  asked  to  ap- 
prove the  proposed  consent  decree  to  set- 
tle the  government’s  equity  suit,  E.  L. 
Kuykendall,  president,  told  members  of  the 
MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  eastern  Missouri  and 
southern  Dlinois  at  a meeting  at  the  Coro- 
nado Hotel. 

The  contemplated  action  will  be  taken, 
he  said,  on  the  ground  the  decree  provi- 
sions were  promulgated  without  consulting 
exhibitors. 

“I  am  not  sure  the  court  will  grant  us  a 
hearing,”  he  added,  “but  I do  know  that, 
if  the  decree  does  go  into  effect  with  the 
present  objectionable  five-picture  block 
booking  plan  and  the  provision  for  non- 
trade arbitration  boards,  this  fight  is  just 
beginning,  because  it  will  destroy  the  small 
exhibitors:  the  very  ones  it  pretends  to 
protect.” 


d ■ - ■ 

"GWTW  Nears  $600M0 
In  43-Week  N.  Y,  Run 

New  York — Close  to  $600,000  will  have 
been  chalked  up  by  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  when  it  closes  October  13  at  the 
Astor.  The  picture  then  will  wind  up  its 
43rd  week  on  two-a-day,  with  prices 
scaled  irom  75  cents  to  $2.20.  Approxi- 
mately the  same  gross  was  garnered  in 
11  weeks  at  popular  prices  at  the 
Capitol. 

"The  Dictator"  opens  October  15  at 
both  the  Astor  and  Capitol,  the  former  to 
hove  17  shows  a week,  including  a Satur- 
day midnight  show,  while  the  latter 
house  will  have  about  seven  daily  turn- 
overs. The  "GWTW"  prices  will  prevail 
at  both  theatres. 


Cites  Citizenship  Aid 
By  the  Film  Industry 

French  Lick,  Ind. — “While  you  have 
been  distributing  your  manual  on  Amer- 
ican Citizenship,  we  have  been  illustrating 
it  profusely  with  motion  pictures,”  Will  H. 
Hays  told  the  state  meeting  of  the  Indiana 
chapter  of  the  D.A.R.  here  Tuesday  eve- 
ning. “I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  tell  you 
that  some  500  films  telling  the  story  of 
the  United  States  are  now  available  to  the 
schools  of  America  and  are  being  used 
today  in  thousands  of  American  class- 
rooms.” 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 

BEFORE  I HANG  (Col) — Another  phase  of  the 
morbid  screen  subject  matter  concocted  for 
and  projected  by  the  acting  efforts  of  Boris 
Karloff,  this  is  one  of  the  better  low-priced 
action  thrillers.  Nick  Grinde,  the  director, 
handled  the  subject  nicely. 

DOWN  ARGENTINE  WAY  (20th-Fox)— Take 
most  of  the  proven  ingredients  of  previous 
successful  filmusicals,  rejuvenate  them 
through  ultra-modern  screen  treatment  and 
more  than  normal  story  structure,  cover 
them  with  the  romantic  Spanish  atmosphere 
of  South  America,  add  a liberal  helping  of 
catchy  tunes  and  big  time  specialties, 
throw  in  a horse  race  or  two  for  action  and 
tempo  and  photograph  the  mixture  in 
strikingly  beautiful  Technicolor.  The  re- 
sult will  be  this  opulently  produced  ex- 
travaganza, extremely  impressive,  which 
certainly  should  win  a place  as  one  of  the 
new  season's  most  popular  and  profitable 
in  its  category.  The  cast  is  generally  good, 
with  little  Betty  Grable's  newly  discovered 
charm,  beauty  and  talent  furnishing  the 
dominant  thespic  note.  Harry  Joe  Brown, 
associate  producer.  Irving  Cummings,  di- 
rector. 

RIDERS  FROM  NOWHERE  (Mono)— A run-of- 
the-mill  western  that  will  probably  do  okay 
on  weekend  datings.  Jack  Randall,  Mar- 
garet Roach,  Ernie  Adams. 

TRIPLE  JUSTICE  (RKO)— Up  to  the  George 
O'Brien  par,  which  is  always  good,  this 
sagebrusher  contains  a great  deal  of  in- 
terest-compelling action  and  is  wisely 
guided  throughout. 


"Five-Block"  Future 
"No!  So  Dark,"  View 


(Continued  from  page  11) 
five-block  plan  will  work  a hardship  on  the 
exhibitor  who  likes  to  buy  his  pictures  in 
the  fall  and  then  turn  his  theatre  over  to 
his  manager  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
It  will  be  bad  news  for  the  exhibitor  who 
likes  to  spend  his  time  at  the  broker’s  of- 
fice instead  of  in  his  theatre.  But  to  the 
exhibitor  who  devotes  his  entire  time  and 
energy  to  his  business,  who  is  competent  to 
match  wits  with  all  comers,  the  outlook 
may  not  be  so  dark  as  it  has  been  painted. 

“This  much  is  certain,  whatever  the  de- 
mand, the  product  will  be  forthcoming  to 
meet  it.  I have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
producers,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  any 
contingency,  now  have  completed  or  in  ad- 
vanced stage  of  production  more  pictures 
than  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the 
business.  My  guess  is  that,  if  the  five- 
group  plan  goes  into  effect,  no  distributor 
will  offer  less  than  four  or  five  such  groups 
at  a time.  This  does  not  mean  that  the 
exhibitor  will  have  ta  take  them,  but  they 
will  be  there  if  wanted.” 

Earlier,  Myers  had  stated  he  was  not 
opposed  to  “the  idea  of  a fair  and  just 
settlement.”  His  criticisms,  he  said,  “are 
directed  at  the  document  and,  to  some  ex- 
tent at  procedure.  But  if  a lair  settlement 
can  be  arrived  at,  I will  welcome  it.” 

Allied  is  expected  to  call  a general  meet- 
ing of  the  board  if  and  when  the  decree  is 
signed.  Probably  to  be  held  in  Wash- 
ington, Myers  then  will  analyze  the  various 
clauses  of  the  document  in  detail. 

WB-NSA  Peace  Signed: 
Both  Handle  WB  Line 

New  York  — By  agreement  between 
Warner  and  National  Screen  Accessories, 
both  companies  separately  will  distribute 
the  former’s  accessories.  A joint  state- 
ment issued  by  Gradwell  L.  Sears  for  War- 
ner and  Herman  Robbins  for  NSA  de- 
clares : 

“Under  terms  of  this  agreement.  Na- 
tional Screen  will  offer  to  exhibitors  a full 
line  of  advertising  accessories  and  a com- 
plete service  as  heretofore,  while  Warner 
will  continue  to  maintain  its  own  poster 
sales  rooms  and  will  also  offer  to  exhibi- 
tors its  full  service  and  complete  line  of 
advertising  accessories  as  heretofore,  in- 
cluding the  manufacture  and  distribution 
of  its  own  trailers.  In  this  way,  exhibi- 
tors will  have  two  sources  of  material  from 
which  to  advertise  Warner  product.  The 
agreement  is  for  one  year.” 

As  a result,  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  has  with- 
drawn its  long-pending  $1,000,000  suit 
against  National  Screen  Service.  On  July 
27,  Boxoffice  exclusively  reported  the  two 
companies  were  negotiating  for  a resump- 
tion of  relations  which  would  include 
abandonment  of  the  lawsuit. 

Metro  Bonus  Contest 
Cash  to  New  Record 

New  York — Approximately  $40,000  in 
cash  has  been  distributed  by  M-G-M  to 
528  branch  employes,  from  managers  to 
porters,  in  the  annual  bonus  contest.  It 
is  the  largest  amount  ever  awarded  by  the 
company  in  its  sales  contests. 

First  prize  went  to  Rudolph  Berger’s 
Washington  branch.  Second  award  went 
to  Frank  Downey’s  Detroit  office;  third. 
James  Briant’s  New  Orleans  branch; 
fourth.  Bill  Zoellner’s  Oklahoma  City  of- 
fice: fifth,  B.  Rosenwald  at  Charlotte. 
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^There's  great  show  news  here  and  we’ve  already  started 
the  shouting!  Iwo  ads  in  successive  issues  of  the  Sat. 


M 

5 ^ Eve.  Post!  Two  steady  months  of  advertising  in  all  fan 
mags!  To  he  followed  by  a national  newspaper  ad 
campaign!  All  yours  from  WARNERS! 


"Howards  of  Virginia"  Takes 
Blue  Ribbon  for  September 

"The  Howards  of  Virginia,"  Columbia's  screen  version  of  Eliza- 
beth Page's  Literary  Guild  best-seller,  "The  Tree  of  Liberty,"  has 
been  selected  by  the  National  Screen  Council  as  winner  of  the 
BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Award  for  September  and  the  outstand- 
ing film  released  for  that  month. 

Frank  Lloyd,  three-time  Academy  Award  winner,  and  producer- 
director  of  such  outstanding  screen  hits  as  "Mutiny  on  the  Bounty," 
"Maid  of  Salem"  and  "Wells  Fargo,"  also  is  responsible  for  the 
production  and  direction  of  "The  Howards  of  Virginia."  Cary  Grant 
and  Martha  Scott  are  starred,  with  a supporting  cast  headed  by 
Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke,  Alan  Marshal  and  Richard  Carlson.  Sidney 
Buchman,  who  wrote  the  screenplay,  also  penned  the  screenplays 
of  "Holiday"  and  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington." 

Miss  Page  spent  more  than  five  years  writing  the  novel  from 
which  the  winning  picture  is  adapted.  It  is  a drama  of  the  birth 
of  freedom  and  democracy  in  America,  and  portrays  the  struggle 
between  the  Tory  aristocrats  and  the  simple  men  of  the  soil,  for 
the  right  to  build  a nation. 

Cast  of  Characters 


BLUE-  FUBBOfL 

toward 


SEPTEMBER,  1940 
Columbia  Pictures 
'The  Howards  of  Virgrinia' 
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This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes 


Matt  Howard Cary  Grant 

Jane  Peyton  Howard 

Martha  Scott 

Fleetwood  Peyton 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke 

Roger  Peyton Alan  Marshal 

Thomas  Jefferson 

Richard  Carlson 

Captain  Jabez  Allen 

Paul  Kelly 

Tom  Norton Irving  Bacon 

Aunt  CZarzssa.... Elisabeth  Risdon 

Appearing  in 

James  Howard Ralph  Byrd 

Matt  Howard  at  12. ...Dickie  Jones 
Tom  Jefferson  at  11 
Buster  Phelps 


Mrs.  Norton Ann  Revere 

James  Howard  at  16 

Richard  Alden 

Peyton  Howard  at  18 

Phil  Taylor 

Mary  Howard  at  17 

Rita  Quigley 

Dicey Libby  Taylor 

Patrick  Henry Richard  Gaines 

George  Washington 

George  Houston 

the  Prologue 

Uncle  Reuben Wade  Boteler 

Susan  Hoivard Mary  Field 

Col.  Jefferson. ...R.  Wells  Gordon 
Mr.  Douglas Charles  Francis 


Production  StaH 


Executive  Producer.. ..Harry  Cohn 

Producer -Director Frank  Lloyd 

Associate  Producer 

Jack  H.  Skirball 

Based  upon  the  Literary 
Guild  novel,  “The  Tree  of 

Liberty” By  Elizabeth  Page 

Screenplay Sidney  Buchman 

Music  and  Score  by 

Richard  Hageman 

Photography 

Bert  Glennon,  A.S.C. 

Art  Direction John  Goodman 


Interior  Decorations 

Howard  Bristol 

Assistant  Director 

William  Tummel 

Edited  by Paul  Weatherway 

Montage  Effects 

Slavko  Vorkapich 

Sound  Recording 

Wm.  H.  Wilmarth 

Miss  Scott’s  Gowns 

Irene  Saltern 

Technical  Adviser 

Waldo  Twitchell 


by  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  out- 
standing merit  and  suitabil- 
ity of  the  film  to  whole-fam- 
ily entertainment.  Members 
of  the  Council  include  over 
200  motion  picture  editors  of 
leading  newspapers  through- 
out the  country,  motion  pic- 
ture reviewing  committee  of 
the  International  Federation 
of  Catholic  Alumnae,  and 
state  motion  picture  chair- 
men of  the  General  Fed- 
eration of  Women’s  Clubs. 
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The  biggest  single  draw  in  cartoons  today, 
"SUPERMAN"  adds  his  terrific  pulling 
power  to  the  Paramount  line-up  in  a series 
of  Max  Fleischer  shorts  in  production 
NOW  for  release  starting  at  Christmas! 


SUPERMAN 

THRILLS  MILLIONS 

. . . the  “Superman”  strip 
appears  in  182  leading  news- 
papers . . . “Superman  Maga- 
zine” has  a circulation  of  more 
than  a million  ...  the  “Super- 
man of  America”  Club  now 
has  an  enrollment  of  more 
than  a million  kids  . . . the 
“Superman”  radio  program 
reaches  more  millions  — sur- 
veys  show  it  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing  serials  on  the  air  . . . 
“Superman”  reaches  870,000 
additional  readers  through 
“Action  Comic  Magazine”! 
And  when  the  “Superman” 
shorts  are  released,  more  than 
twenty  authorized  licensees 
will  be  hitting  the  stores  of  the 
nation  with  “Superman” 
merchandise  . . . naturals  for 
theatre  tie-ups! 


PULLING  POWEt 

PARAMOUNT  Short 

‘UNUSUAL  OCCUPATION! 

“FASCINATING  JOURNEYS 

Robert  Benchley  Comedies 

“RAGGEDY  ANN 

“PARAGRAPHICS” 

“MADCAP  MODELS” 

“SPORTLIGHTS 

“POPULAR  SCIENCE” 

“HEADLINERS 

“ ANIMATED  ANTICS' 


Decree  Acceptance  Tuesday; 
To  Court  the  Following  Day 


Reserve  Decision 
On  Duals  Switch 


New  York — As  the  RKO  circuit  enters 
the  second  week  of  an  experiment  de- 
signed to  increase  attendance  at  double 
bill  houses  by  switching  the  main  feature 
before  the  second  feature,  executives  are 
cautious  in  crediting  the  scheme  with  any 
marked  success  until  more  time  has 
elapsed. 

There  has  been,  however,  a more  im- 
mediate recognition  of  the  potentialities 
theatre-wise.  This  is  seen  in  the  action  of 
Loew’s,  which  is  known  to  be  conducting 
a careful  checkup  of  the  experiment  being 
conducted  by  RKO  at  the  86th  Street. 
Loew’s  operates  an  opposition  house  in  the 
Orpheum. 

When  RKO  decided  to  show  its  main 
feature  before  the  supporting  attraction  it 
was  hoped  the  last  evening  performance 
would  bring  an  attendance  increase  by  vir- 
tue of  the  fact  patrons  would  not  have  to 
wait  until  11  p.  m.  to  see  it.  The  experi- 
ment, therefore,  consists  merely  of  putting 
on  the  main  feature  at  9:15  p.  m.  and  fol- 
lowing it  with  the  second  film.  The  same 
course  has  been  adopted  in  each  of  the 
daily  performances. 

Shows  "Little"  Gain 

According  to  John  J.  O’Connor,  RKO 
circuit  head,  the  9:15  show  as  now  con- 
stituted shows  a “little”  gain  over  the  pre- 
vious practice,  but  he  contends  more  time 
is  required  to  study  if  the  immediately 
previous  performance,  which  calls  for  the 
main  attraction  to  go  on  at  6:15  p.  m.,  is 
not  “hurt”  due  to  any  interfering  with  the 
dinner  hour.  O’Connor  asserts  a checkup 
is  also  being  made  to  determine  what  per- 
centage of  comparative  gain  or  loss  is 
registered  in  the  number  of  tickets  bought 
at  the  9:15  performance  if  patrons  arrive 
after  the  film  has  already  started. 

The  RKO  chain  conducted  similar  ex- 
periments a few  years  ago  in  New  Rochelle 
and  Flushing.  They  were  discontinued 
after  some  six  weeks’  trial  on  the  ground 
the  public  did  not  support  the  idea.  It  was 
also  felt,  in  the  Flushing  experiment  par- 
ticularly, that  a number  of  new  theatres 
in  the  vicinity  had  drawn  away  a percent- 
age of  patronage. 


ITPA  Renames  Ainsworth; 
Samuelson  Is  a Speaker 

Milwaukee  — The  ITPA  of  Wisconsin 
and  Upper  Michigan,  at  the  concluding 
session  of  its  two-day  convention  here 
October  3 at  the  Schroeder  Hotel,  re- 
named William  L.  Ainsworth,  Fond  du 
Lac,  president:  A.  C.  Gutenberg,  Milwau- 
kee, vice-president:  Max  Krofta,  Racine, 
secretary,  and  Harry  Perlewitz,  Milwau- 
kee, business  manager.  August  C.  Berk- 
holtz.  West  Bend,  was  elected  treasurer 
succeeding  Harold  Mirisch,  Milwaukee. 

The  new  officers  together  with  George 
Langheinrich  and  Bert  Nathan,  Milwau- 
kee: F.  J.  McWilliams,  Portage:  Mrs.  Frank 
Eckardt,  Wisconsin  Rapids:  Ben  Marcus, 
Ripon:  Mark  Morgan,  Cedarburg:  John 
Adler,  Marshfield,  and  William  Smith, 
Menomonie,  comprise  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. 

Main  convention  speaker  was  Sidney 
Samuelson,  business  manager  of  Allied 
Theatres  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  who 
discussed  the  consent  decree  and  the  Allied 
Information  Department. 


Watch  Loew  Results 
In  Adv.  Campaign 


New  York — Exhibitor  observers  who  are 
watching  the  situation  carefully  for  busi- 
ness reasons  claim  Loew  executives  are  not 
entirely  in  accord  over  the  efficacy  of  the 
circuit’s  new  newspaper  advertising  cam- 
paign. The  chain,  about  10  weeks  ago, 
dropped  its  weekly  theatre  program  hand- 
out and  diverted  the  funds  to  a “directory” 
that  is  currently  apearing  in  seven  dailies. 

However,  about  two  weeks  ago  the  Jour- 
nal-American  began  to  ask  readers  to  write 
and  tell  the  circuit  how  they  liked  the 
new  method  of  posting  current  attractions. 
On  top  of  that,  certain  neighborhood  units 
of  the  circuit  have  again  begun  to  dis- 
tribute heralds  and  spot  throwaways.  These 
are  said  to  be  the  theatres  that  formerly 
relied  most  heavily  on  the  handout  and 
mailing  of  the  Loew’s  weekly. 

RKO  Is  Negotiating  lor 
Second  in  Parkchester 

New  York — RKO  is  negotiating  for  the 
second  2,000-seat  theatre  now  being  con- 
structed by  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.  in  the  Parkchester  development 
in  the  Bronx.  The  current  hitch  to  the 
deal  centers  about  a boxoffice  entrance  to 
the  house.  Due  to  Macy’s  leasing  two 
flanking  stores  with  extended  window 
space,  RKO  is  seeking  to  move  up  the  box- 
office  so  that  it  is  not  lost  by  the  extended 
window  space  of  the  department  store. 

Loew’s  some  time  ago  leased  the  first 
of  the  2,000-seat  theatres,  which  will  be 
a twin  to  the  second.  Both  houses  are 
scheduled  to  open  around  Christmas.  The 
Loew  lease  is  for  21  years  and  the  same 
term  would  apply  to  RKO  if  a contract 
is  consummated. 

Executives  of  RKO  insist  they  will  not 
call  the  new  theatre  RKO  Gimbels  or  Saks. 

Metropolitan  Managers 
Shifted  Anew  by  RKO 

New  York — A second  batch  of  promo- 
tions and  managerial  switches  within  a 
month  has  been  effected  by  John  J.  O’Con- 
nor, general  manager  of  the  RKO  circuit. 

Jack  Reis  advances  from  assistant  at  the 
Madison  to  manager  of  the  Greenpoint. 
Edward  Shannon,  chief  of  staff  at  the 
Dyker,  becomes  assistant  manager  at  the 
Prospect.  John  Ellick  of  the  Palace  staff 
is  promoted  to  assistant  manager  and 
treasurer  of  the  Uptown.  Herbert  Bonis, 
chief  of  staff  at  the  Madison,  steps  up 
as  assistant  manager  and  treasurer  at  the 
Tilyou,  while  Richard  Reynolds  becomes 
assistant  manager  and  treasurer  of  both 
the  Midtown  and  Yorktown. 

The  switches  take  Michael  Edelstein 
from  the  Strand,  Par  Rockaway,  to  the 
Tilyou:  Warren  Bartlett  from  the  Colum- 
bia, Far  Rockaway,  to  the  Strand  in  the 
same  town:  Sigurd  Wexo  from  the  Dyker 
to  Columbia,  Far  Rockaway,  and  Fi’ank 
Howard  from  the  Greenpoint  to  the  Dyker. 
Assistant  Manager  Francis  Kohl  goes  from 
the  Prospect  to  the  Madison,  and  Nathan 
Mazor,  assistant  at  the  Uptown,  transfers 
to  the  newly  acquired  Marble  Hill  in  the 
same  capacity. 


Washington — Formal  acceptance  of  the 
five-company  consent  decree  is  set  for 
Tuesday,  October  8,  the  meeting  scheduled 
for  Friday,  October  4 having  been  post- 
poned because  of  the  absence  from  Wash- 
ington of  the  assistant  attorney  general, 
Thurman  Arnold,  and  the  incidence  of  the 
Jewish  holidays. 

As  it  was  already  planned  to  ask  another 
postponement  of  the  trial  scheduled  to  re- 
sume October  7,  department  of  justice  of- 
ficials saw  no  important  delay  involved  in 
the  deferring  of  the  meeting,  at  which  the 
decree,  developed  through  long  negotia- 
tions in  New  York,  is  to  be  signed  by  com- 
pany and  department  officials. 

Had  the  conference  come  off  as  sched- 
uled on  October  4,  it  would  very  likely 
have  been  found  impossible  to  prepare  the 
decree  for  formal  introduction  in  court 
the  following  Monday,  and  it  had  been 
planned  to  request  a continuance  until 
October  14. 

If,  as  confidently  expected,  the  decree 
is  accepted  by  the  department  at  the 
October  8 meeting,  it  will  be  possible  to 
have  it  ready  for  the  submission  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

Six -Point  Exception  to 
Decree  by  Cooperative 

Detroit- — A six-point  exception  to  the 
proposed  consent  decree  to  end  the  gov- 
ernment suit  has  been  filed  by  Cooperative 
Theatres  of  Michigan  with  Judge  Henry 
W.  Goddard  in  New  York  and  copies  sent 
to  Assistant  Attorney  General  Thurman 
Arnold  as  well  to  each  member  of  the 
House  committee  on  foreign  and  interstate 
commerce. 

While  details  were  not  revealed,  a spokes- 
man asserts  the  objections  embraced  these 
points:  <1)  Reasonable  clearance:  (2) 

“Forced  selected  playing  time”  still  al- 
lowed: (3)  “Score  charges”  untouched:  (4) 
Elimination  from  arbitration  of  other  un- 
just practices,  except  in  isolated  cases: 
(5)  Permitting  of  worse  conditions  of  can- 
cellation on  objectionable  pictures  on 
moral,  racial  or  religious  grounds,  and  i6) 
That  it  will  raise  costs  to  exhibitors  which 
they  will  not  be  able  to  pass  on. 

loseph  Schenck  Trial 
Set  lor  November  15 

New  York — Trial  of  Joseph  M.  Schenck 
on  charges  of  perjury  and  evasion  of  in- 
come tax  returns  has  been  set  by  Fed- 
eral Judge  John  W.  Clancy  for  November 
15.  Mathias  Correa,  attorney  for  the  gov- 
ernment, agreed  to  tell  Harold  H.  Corbin, 
Schenck’s  attorney,  by  October  15  which 
indictment  would  be  tried  first.  On  the 
alleged  filing  of  false  returns  and  alleged 
conspiracy  to  defraud  the  government, 
Joseph  H.  Moskowitz  also  will  be  tried.  The 
proceedings  will  be  tried  separately.  The 
trial  was  originally  scheduled  to  start 
October  7,  but  was  postponed  due  to  the 
death  of  Max  D.  Steuer,  Schenck’s  at- 
torney. 


"Voyage"  Into  Rivoli 

New  York — “The  Long  Voyage  Home” 
has  its  local  debut  at  the  Rivoli  October 
8,  after  six  weeks  of  “Foreign  Correspond- 
ent,” also  produced  by  Walter  Wanger.  The 
occasion  was  celebrated  in  advance  with  a 
cocktail  party  at  the  theatre  at  which 
John  Wright,  managing  director,  was  host. 
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— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Xmas  in  October — 

This  reports  the  arrival  in  New  York 

from  Hollywood  of  Don  Anieche  and 

Mrs.  A.  on  what  is  described  as  “an 

advanced  Christmas  shopping  tour.” 

$11,702,000  io  U.  S. 

In  Corporate  Taxes 

Washington — Income,  undistributed  prof- 
its and  excess  profits  taxes  totaling  $11,- 
702,000  were  paid  in  to  the  federal  treas- 
ury last  year  by  corporations  in  the  amuse- 
ment industry. 

Reporting  on  an  analysis  of  the  income 
returns  filed  on  1938  operations,  the  bu- 
reau of  internal  revenue  shows  that  only 
3,230  of  the  10,353  amusement  corpora- 
tions reporting  had  taxable  net  income; 
5,935  of  them  had  a deficit  and  1,188  were 
inactive. 

The  3,230  corporations  which  paid  the 
$11,702,000  tax  bill,  it  was  shown,  had  an 
aggregate  gross  income  of  $797,709,000  and 
a net  income  of  $80,734,000.  They  paid 
dividends,  other  than  stock  dividends,  of 
$42,484,000. 

The  5,935  companies  which  paid  no 
taxes  had  an  aggregate  gross  income  of 
$342,982,000  but,  after  allowable  deduc- 
tions, a tax  deficit  of  $28,828,000.  They 
paid  only  $801,000  in  dividends. 

Awaiting  Reisman  Advice 
On  Hanbury  Successor 

New  York — RKO  home  office  officials 
are  awaiting  advices  from  Phil  Reisman, 
head  of  foreign  operations  who  was  due  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro  from  Buenos  Aires,  on  a 
successor  to  Ralph  Hanbury,  chairman 
and  managing  director  of  Radio  Pictures, 
Ltd.,  who,  with  his  eldest  married  daugh- 
ter, a son,  Ralph  jr.,  and  baby  grand- 
daughter were  killed  in  an  air  raid  in  their 
suburban  London  home.  Mrs.  HanbuiY 
and  her  son-in-law.  seriously  injured  in 
the  bombing,  are  said  to  be  in  a London 
hospital. 

The  board  of  the  English  company  met 
immediately  after  being  officially  notified 
of  Hanbuiy’s  death  to  make  plans  for  con- 
tinuance of  the  business,  but  took  no  ac- 
tion on  a successor,  since  this  power  rests 
with  Reisman. 


Broadway  Is  Moving 
Toward  Price  Rise 


New  York — Long  anticipated,  Broadway 
theatres  move  toward  a general  price  rise 
with  morning  admission  tilt  from  25  to  35 
cents  at  the  Capitol,  Strand,  Roxy  and 
Paramount. 

With  the  opening  of  “Spring  Parade,” 
the  Roxy  on  Thursday  inaugurated  a new 
opening  day  policy  with  increased  admis- 
sions, as  forecast  two  weeks  ago  in  Box- 
office. 

The  new  opening  day  falls  in  line  with 
several  other  Broadway  houses  which  have 
started  new  shows  on  Thursday,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Paramount,  which  brings 
in  new  pictures  Wednesday,  and  the 
Strand,  which  usually  opens  new  attrac- 
tions on  Saturday. 

The  new  price  scale  also  follows  the  gen- 
eral pattern  already  in  effect  in  other 
Broadway  houses.  Under  the  new  scale, 
the  opening  25-cent  admission  is  now  35 
cents.  Children’s  price,  formerly  15  cents 
at  all  times,  now  is  a quarter.  The  1 to  6 
p.  m.  admission  stays  as  is  for  weekdays, 
but  on  Saturdays,  Sundays  and  holidays 
the  price  change  has  been  moved  up  to  5 
p.  m.  Evening  admissions  now  are  75  cents 
for  weekdays  and  10  cents  more  for  week- 
ends and  holidays. 

Irving  Lesser,  managing  director  of  the 
Roxy,  says,  “We  think  business  for  the 
past  five  or  six  weeks  has  shown  consider- 
able improvement  and  the  increases  should 
show  much  better  results.” 


French  Film  Scheduled 
For  Playhouse  Oct,  7 

New  York — The  French  film,  “Le  Chem- 
ineau.”  which  is  being  distributed  by  Rob- 
ert Mintz,  has  been  retitled,  “The  Open 
Road,”  and  is  scheduled  to  open  at  the 
55th  Street  Playhouse  October  7. 


August  Slock  Trades 
At  Modest  Levels 


Washington — Trading  by  officers  and 
directors  of  film  corporations  in  the  reg- 
istered securities  of  their  companies  con- 
tinued light  in  August,  it  is  shown  by  the 
semi-monthly  summary  of  the  securities 
and  exchange  commission. 

Transactions  in  only  four  companies 
were  shown  in  the  initial  August  report, 
one  of  them  having  occurred  in  June,  as 
follows: 

Loew’s  Boston  Theatres:  Acquisition  of 
38  shares  of  common  stock  by  Loew’s,  Inc., 
bringing  its  holdings  to  117,474  shares. 

Radio-Keith-Orpheum:  Acquisition  by 
Atlas  Corp.,  Jersey  City,  of  3,228  shares 
of  common  and  1,400  shares  of  preferred 
stock,  making  its  interest  594,318  shares 
of  common  stock  held  direct  and  268,230 
shares  held  through  the  American  Com- 
pany, 327,812  warrants  for  common  stock 
and  32,081  shares  of  preferred  stock;  and 
acquisition  by  Radio  Corporation  of  Amer- 
ica of  928  shares  of  common  stock,  mak- 
ing its  holdings  317,256  shares  of  common 
stock,  555,254  warrants  and  44,757  shares 
of  preferred  stock.  The  common  stock 
acquired  by  Radio  Corporation  and  928 
shares  of  that  acquired  by  the  Atlas  Cor- 
poration were  as  creditors  of  the  film 
company. 

Universal  Corporation:  Acquisition  by  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  director.  New  York,  of 
350  common  voting  trust,  certificates 
bringing  his  interest  to  4,850  certificates 
held  direct  and  26,500  held  through  the 
Standard  Capital  Company;  and  acquisi- 
tion of  330  common  voting  trust  certifi- 
cates by  Charles  D.  Prutzman,  officer, 
New  York,  making  his  holdings  4,730  cer- 
tificates. 

Universal  Pictures;  Acquisition  by  Sam- 
uel I.  Posen,  director.  New  York,  of  100 
shares  of  common  stock  in  June,  his  entire 
holdings. 


Dead  in  London:  Victim  of  a Nazi  Bomb — 

The  war  came  closer  to  many  in  New  York  with  the  death  of  Ralph  Hanbury, 
managing  director  of  Radio  Pictures,  Ltd.,  who  was  well  known  here.  Han- 
bury and  four  members  of  his  family  were  killed  when  their  home  near  Lon- 
don was  hit  squarely  by  a Nazi  bomb.  This  photograph,  several  years  old, 
shows  him  and  Mrs.  Hanbury  entering  the  Savoy  Hotel  to  attend  a recep- 
tion for  Fred  Astaire. 
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Trade  Paper  Publishers  and  Editors,  En  Masse,  at  Quigley  Anniversary — 

Launching  its  fall  meetings  by  observing  Martin  Quigley’s  25th  anniversary  in  the  publishing  field,  the  Arnpa  also  arranged 
a “different”  type  of  dais  by  assembling  at  the  Hotel  Edison  the  trade  paper  publishers  and  editors  of  contemporary  papers, 
as  this  visual  proof  demonstrates.  Left  to  right,  the  group  includes  Eli  Sugarman,  The  Billboard;  M.  Wax.  Film  Bulle- 
tin; P.  S.  Harrison,  Harrison’s  Reports;  Abel  Green,  Variety;  Colvin  W.  Brown,  Quigley  Publications;  Hoivard  Dietz,  M-G-M 
director  of  advertising  and  publicity;  Martin  Quigley;  Leon  J.  Bamberger,  Ampa  president;  Terry  Ramsaye,  Motion 
Picture  Herald;  John  W.  Alicoate,  The  Film  Daily;  Sam  Shain,  Motion  Picture  Daily;  Jay  Emanuel,  The  Exhibitor;  Red 
Kann  and  Ben  Shlyen,  Boxoffice;  Charles  E.  Lewis,  Showmen’s  Trade  Review;  Lionel  Toll,  The  Independent,  and  Ches- 
ter B.  Bahn,  The  Film  Daily. 
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TN  A BUSINESS  of  inconsistencies,  it  re- 
mains for  me  to  wish  you  a Happy  New 
Year,”  remarked  Martin  Quigley,  whose 
holiday  it  was  not,  as  the  concluding  re- 
mark to  the  Ampa  luncheon  marking  his 
25th  anniversary  as  a publisher  in  this 
field.  The  function  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day in  the  grand  ballroom  of  the  Hotel 
Edison  where  an  overflow  crowd,  in  sum 
total  representing  one  of  the  most  impres- 
sive aggregations  of  recent  trade  history, 
was  at  hand.  The  dais,  17  strong,  was 
composed  of  tradepaper  publishers  and 
editors  and,  in  itself,  was  imique  in  that  it 
constituted  for  what  was  probably  the 
first  time,  the  entire  group  at  one  sitting 
with  the  exception  of  the  Hollywood 
dailies. 

Leon  J.  Bamberger,  president  of  the 
Ampa,  was  at  the  gavel.  He  introduced 
the  dais  group  via  the  raffle  system  with 
the  first  draw,  it  so  happened,  going  to 
Ben  Shlyen,  publisher  of  Boxoffice.  Terry 
Ramsaye,  editor  of  Motion  Picture  Herald, 
reminisced  about  the  early  days  wheri  he 
first  met  Quigley  in  Chicago  over  two  dec- 
ades ago.  Following  was  Howard  Dietz,  di- 
rector of  advertising  aiid  publicity  at 
M-G-M,  who  interspersed  his  running 
comment  with  jocular  reference  to  the 
“tribute”  his  company  had  paid  to  the 
Quigley  papers  in  the  form  of  advertising 
a7id  straight  expressions  of  compliment  to 
the  guest  of  honor  and  his  anniversary 
observance.  Quigley  spoke  briefly,  expres- 
sing his  appreciation.  He  was  presented 
with  a scroll  from  Ampa  and  a live  lion’s 
cub  from  Metro.  “Now  we  can  save  it  and 
give  it  Harry  Brandt  who  talks  at  the  next 
meeting,”  observed  Dietz. 

Estelle  Dick  of  the  Music  Hall  publicity 
staff  has  transferred  to  a similar  post  at 
the  Center.  She  is  working  with  former 
colleague,  Sam  Brode,  who  is  assistant  to 
Publicity  Director  Glenn  Allvine,  who  years 
ago  held  the  same  position  with  Fox  . . . 


Eddie  Dowden  of  Oscar  Doob’s  publicity 
pack  is  proudest  of  the  37  International 
Correspondence  School  scholarships  he  is 
handing  out  to  winners  in  the  “Edison,  the 
Man”  contest  . . . Amy  Schiff,  niece  of 
Leopold  Friedman  of  Loew’s,  is  recuperat- 
ing at  Atlantic  City  following  an  opera- 
tion . . . Pete  Mayer,  associate  producer  of 
“Lights  Out  in  Europe”  and  former  west 
coast  manager  for  Pathe  News,  has  been 
assigned  associate  producer  to  Sam  Katz- 
man  at  Monogram  . . . M.  B.  Shanberg, 
former  Kansas  City  exhibitor,  is  in  town 
...  So  is  Si  Seadler,  after  a quick  coast 
trip  to  look  over  forthcoming  M-G-M 
product,  among  which  was  “Third  Finger, 
Left  Hand.”  And  which  he  feels  is  going 
to  be  a hit  because  after  the  preview  all 
the  chauffeurs  in  the  neighborhood  said 
so. 

Due  to  arrive  here — if  the  Atlantic  Clip- 
per has  not  already  done  so — is  Charles 
Spaak,  Belgian  scenarist,  who  is  set  for 
Hollywood  . . . Sidney  Piermont,  Loew’s 
vaudeville  booker,  and  Don  Albert,  musical 
director  of  WHN,  will  act  as  stage  man- 
ager and  musical  director,  respectively , for 
the  forthcoming  seventh  annual  “Night  of 
Stars”  refugee  aid  benefit  at  Madison 
Square  Garden,  November  27  . . . Arthur 
Knorr  of  the  Roxy  and  Lester  Isaac  of 
Loew’s  will  handle  the  lighting  . . . Max 
Westebbe,  managing  director  for  RKO’s 
Holland  office,  is  due  here  October  12  on 
his  first  visit  since  1937  on  the  Excambion 
. . . Dee  Lowrance  of  Paramount’s  coast 
office  is  in  town. 

Dick  Brenner,  M-G-M’s  Chilean  repre- 
sentative and  nephew  of  William  F.  Rodg- 
ers, is  here  for  his  first  visit  in  10  years. 
His  wife  and  young  son  are  along  and  will 
make  a tour  of  the  studios  before  return- 
ing in  about  six  weeks  . . . Tony  Gablik, 
Warner  art  director,  will  exhibit  two  pic- 
tures at  the  Eberhardt  Museum  in  Scran- 
ton, Pa.,  next  month  . . . Joseph  A.  Mc- 


Conville,  Columbia’s  foreign  manager,  and 
Jack  Segal,  head  of  foreign  exchange 
operations,  are  on  a business  trip  to  the 
company’s  Central  and  South  American 
offices,  mostly  by  plane  . . . Edward  S. 
Olsmith  of  Universal’s  Dallas  branch  is 
around  for  home  office  conferences  . . . 
James  R.  Grainger  is  back  from  Republic 
business  in  Dallas,  Kansas  City  and  Chi- 
cago. 

A flock  of  theatre  owners  aiid  circuit 
heads  were  on  hand  at  the  Fox  studios  on 
51th  Street  to  see  teiinis  star,  Alice  Mar- 
ble, competing  with  the  “regulars”  on  the 
“Information  Please”  filmmg.  Among  those 
present  were  George  W . Emott  of  the  New- 
bury Circuit,  Leo  Justin,  Walter  Reade  jr., 
Fred  Schwartz,  James  Du7ine,  Irvrn  Lesser, 
David  Dubi7i,  Irvvig  Dollmger,  Laure7ice 
Bolog7ii7io,  Eddie  Ster7ie,  Charles  Moss,  Ar- 
thur Schwartz,  Al  Reed,  Si  Fabia7i,  Otto 
Rettig,  Louis  Moses,  Jolm  Be7ias,  Mor- 
man  Areriwald,  Zeb  Epstem,  Sa7n  Rmzler, 
Max  Cohe7i,  J.  J.  Th07npso7i,  Harold 
Blume7ithal,  Maurice  Miller,  Harry  Harris, 
Sta7iley  W.  Kolbert,  Fra7ik  Moscato,  Irv- 
i7ig  Zatki7i,  Joseph  Seider  a7id  Ber7iie 
Brooks  . . . Joh7i  Chap7na7i,  in  his  Holly- 
wood colu77m  appearmg  here  in  the  Daily 
News,  reports  Frmik  Nuge7it,  former  film 
critic  of  the  New  York  Times,  expects  to 
resume  that  post  whe7i  his  year’s  writmg 
contract  ivith  20th  Ce7itury-Fox  expires 
. . . Mrs.  Milt07i  Schwarzwald  is  visitmg 
fro7n  Hollywood. 

Harry  Graham  of  Universal’s  Atlanta 
office  is  visiting  the  home  office  . . . Sam 
Dembow  and  Leonard  Goldenson  are  back 
from  a Paramount  circuit  business  trip  to 
the  west  . . . George  Raft  is  around,  wait- 
ing to  be  called  for  “The  Sea  Wolf”  for 
Warner  . . . Eleanor  Powell  and  Florence 
Eldredge  were  among  the  cruiseers  re- 
turning on  the  Washingto7i  . . . Don 
Ameche  is  around,  mostly  for  a radio  pre- 
sentation on  the  Kate  Smith  hour  Octo- 
( Continued  on  page  32-B) 
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Leaders  Join  Hands 
For  Cinema  Lodge 


- -Metropolitan  Photos 

Pommer  Visits:  Museum  Gets  a Library — 

Erich  Pommer,  his  hands  crossed,  arrives  in  New  York  from  Hollywood  on  a 
brief  vacation  and  a little  business,  having  completed  “They  Knew  What 
They  Wanted.”  The  camera  record  here  reveals  Budd  Rogers,  his  former 
associate;  Mrs.  Pommer,  Erich,  his  brother,  Otto,  and  Rutgers  Neilson,  RKO. 
Below,  ceremony  attendant  upon  transfer  of  Pathe  News  archives  to  the  Mu- 
seum of  Modern  Art.  Participants  include  Ned  E.  Depinet,  president  of  Pathe, 
Inc.,  and  vice-president  of  RKO;  George  J.  Schaefer,  president  of  RKO  and 
board  chairman  of  Pathe;  John  Hay  Whitney,  president,  and  John  E.  Abbott, 
director  of  the  museum. 


Points  Out  Theatres  as 
Magnet  for  Merchants 

New  York — The  country’s  picture  thea- 
tres are  a profitable  business  magnet  for 
other  lines  of  business  and  theatre  man- 
agements’ efforts  to  secure  cooperation 
from  business  organizations  should  not  be 
condemned  as  seeking  publicity,  Edward 
Dowden,  Loew’s  circuit  publicity  represent- 
ative under  Oscar  A.  Doob,  told  members 
of  the  Brooklyn  Rotary  Club  at  a luncheon 
at  the  Hotel  Bossert.  The  luncheon  served 
to  put  in  motion  the  circuit’s  Brooklyn 
campaign  on  “Boom  Town,”  an  event  of- 
ficially sponsored  by  the  RotaiT  Club  and 
endorsed  by  Borough  President  John  Cash- 
more,  who  issued  a proclamation  for  a 
“Boom  Town  Week.” 

Dowden  cited  the  seating  capacity  of  the 
four  larger  downtown  theatres  in  Brook- 
lyn and  stressed  the  point  no  other  indus- 
try can  show  a record  of  consistently  con- 
centrating a daily  attendance  of  about 
37,000  people  for  adjacent  stores  to  draw 
on  as  potential  customers.  For  this  reason 
foremost,  although  he  held  there  are  others 
vital  to  maintaining  mutual  benefits, 
stores  and  organizations  that  are  asked 
to  cooperate  in  publicizing  pictures  should 
do  so  rather  than  regard  the  request  as  at- 
tempts at  securing  free  publicity. 


Myers'  Report  on  Decree 
Endorsed  by  N.  J,  Allied 

New  York — Allied  of  New  Jersey,  at  its 
Atlantic  City  convention,  endorsed  the  re- 
cent report  of  Abram  F.  Myers  on  the  pro- 
posed consent  decree  to  end  the  all-in- 
dustry suit.  This  is  the  first  time  the 
unit  has  expressed  its  views  on  the  decree 
and  blocks-of-five  selling  plan. 

Annual  elections  were  deferred  until  the 
first  week  in  January  with  Lee  Newbury 
and  the  balance  of  the  slate  agreeing  to 
continue  serving  until  that  time.  A plan 
has  been  discussed  to  delegate  a business 
manager,  probably  E.  Thornton  Kelly,  to 
assume  operation  of  the  organization  in 
place  of  a president.  Newbury  admitted 
the  plan  had  been  broached  on  several 
occasions,  but  no  decision  reached. 

Kelly,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  con- 
vention, was  given  an  automobile  as  a 
token  of  appreciation. 

Monogram' s Stockholders 
Re-elect  Nine  Directors 

New  York  — Monogram  stockholders 
have  re-elected  the  following  directors: 
W.  Ray  Johnston,  Scott  R.  Dunlap,  O. 
Henry  Briggs,  John  Mangham,  Trem  Carr, 
T.  P.  Loach,  Norton  V.  Ritchey,  Samuel 
Broidy  and  C.  M.  Travis. 


New  York — Leading  executives  are  in- 
cluded to  head  the  advisory  board  for  the 
first  annual  banquet  and  ball  of  the  Cin- 
ema Lodge  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  Oc- 
tober 26. 

They  include  Barney  Balaban,  Joseph 
Bernhard,  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Harry  Brandt, 
Jack  Cohn,  Max  Fleischer,  Nathan  Levy, 
Abe  Montague,  Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  Dr. 
David  De  Sola  Pool,  Abe  Schneider,  Sam- 
uel Schneider,  Murray  Silverstone,  Nate 
Spingold,  Herman  Starr,  Major  Albert 
Warner,  H.  M.  Warner  and  Abraham  S. 
Weber. 

Robert  M.  Weitman,  managing  director 
of  the  Paramount,  has  been  appointed 
chairman  of  the  entertainment  commit- 
tee. Assisting  him  will  be  Victor  Blau,  Jesse 
Block,  Phil  Bloom,  Zeb  Epstein,  Ed  Fish- 
man, Harry  A.  Gourfain,  Harry  Kalcheim, 
Jesse  Kaye,  William  Kent,  Ted  Lewis,  Abe 
Lyman,  Harry  Mayer,  Michael  Nidorf,  Mil- 
ton  Pickman,  Emanuel  Sacks,  Edward 
Sherman  and  Michael  Todd. 

Benny  Goodman  and  his  band  will  fur- 
nish the  music.  Among  some  of  the  head- 
liners who  will  appear  are  Frances  Lang- 
ford, Jon  Hall,  Martha  Raye,  Woody  Her- 
man, Glenn  Miller  and  Tommy  Reynolds. 
Additionally,  it  is  expected  entire  casts 
from  current  Broadway  shows  will  make 
appearances. 

"Fantasia"  Will  Bow  at 
The  Broadway  Nov.  13 

New  York  — “Fantasia”  opens  at  the 
Broadway  November  13  now  that  RCA,  on 
the  equipment  end,  and  Technicolor,  on  the 
print  end,  have  assured  the  Disney  organ- 
ization their  part  in  the  arrangement  will 
be  fulfilled. 

As  noted  in  Boxoffice,  the  premiere 
date  was  awaiting  delivery  of  the  special 
theatre  reproducing  equipment  necessary 
for  the  run.  The  national  defense  pro- 
gram, for  a time,  threatened  to  interfere. 

The  policy  will  be  one  of  reserved  seats 
and  two  shows  daily.  Afternoon  peak  will 
be  $1.10  for  weekdays  and  $1.65  weekends 
and  holidays.  The  evening  scale  will  be 
geared  to  $2.20  top  at  all  times. 

Betty  Hildebrandt  Rites 
Held  T uesday  in  N.  Y. 

New  York — Funeral  services  were  held 
Tuesday  evening  for  Betty  Hildebrandt, 
executive  secretary  to  Hal  Horne  of  the 
Disney  organization.  She  died  Sunday  at 
Midtown  Hospital  after  a major  operation. 
The  Disney  offices  were  closed  Wednesday 
forenoon  as  a mark  of  respect. 

Miss  Hildebrandt,  well  known  in  Holly- 
wood and  New  York,  had  been  with  the 
company  five  years  and  only  recently  had 
returned  from  the  coast. 

John  Maxwell  Dies  After 
Long  Illness  in  London 

London — John  Maxwell,  chairman  and 
managing  director  of  Associated  British 
Pictures  Corp.  and  one  of  the  outstanding 
figures  in  the  British  film  industry,  died 
here  after  a long  illness  at  63.  He  was 
widely  known  among  New  York  film  ex- 
ecutives. 

Associated  British  controls  approximate- 
ly 800  theatres. 


32 


BOXOFFICE  ::  October  5,  1940 


Bund  Quits  Action 
Against  Warner 


New  York — Court  news  of  the  week  was 
featured  by  the  end  of  a $5,000,000  libel 
action  against  Warner  by  the  German 
American  Bimd.  The  action  claimed  libel 
in  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”  and  may 
not  be  completely  over  yet  as  Fritz  Kuhn, 
former  president  of  the  Bund  now  in  jail, 
was  granted  until  November  15  to  decide 
whether  he  desired  to  follow  the  Bund’s 
example.  Kuhn’s  attorney  however,  told 
the  court  that  he  will  not  represent  him. 
Warner,  through  its  attorney,  Stanleigh  P. 
Friedman,  expressed  disappointment  as 
the  company  had  desired  to  prove  its  film 
did  not  libel  the  Bund,  but  presented  the 
truth. 

Other  Developments 

Action  of  Marcel  Coutant  and  Maurice 
Mauger  as  receivers  and  trustees  of  the 
Societe  Pathe  Cinema  against  Harold 
Auten  for  $196,872  has  been  settled  out  of 
the  supreme  court.  Settlement  calls  for 
the  payment  by  Auten  of  $3,000  to  the 
plaintiffs  and  the  delivery  to  them  of  all 
prints  and  negatives  of  seven  French  films 
which  were  the  basis  for  the  suit.  The 
suit  had  charged  Auten,  who  was  to  set 
American  distribution  on  Pathe’s  1933 
product,  had  failed  to  render  weekly  ac- 
counts, and  had  distributed  the  films  past 
the  Dec.  31,  1933  deadline  on  the  end  of 
the  contract.  Harold  Sherman  of  Fitel- 
son  and  Mayers  represented  the  plaintiffs. 

Six  New  York  film  and  “legit”  theatres 
have  filed  protests  with  the  supreme  court 
over  tax  assessments  for  1940.  The  houses 
were  assessed  at  $1,266,000.  They  claim 
the  value  of  their  theatres  is  only  $730,000 
and  seek  a proportionate  reduction. 

Atherton  Productions,  Peck’s  Bad  Boy 
Corp.,  and  Serial  Productions  Corp.  and 
Principal  Pictures  have  filed  an  amended 
complaint  in  the  federal  court  against 
20th  Century-Fox  Film,  seeking  $82,348, 
charging  loss  of  13  prints  and  negatives  of 
films  lost  in  a fire  in  20th-Fox’s  plant  in 
Little  Ferry,  N.  J.,  July  9,  1937. 

Eleanor  Harris  has  filed  an  amended 
complaint  against  20th-Fox  in  the  federal 
court  seeking  $50,000  damages  for  alleged 
failure  of  the  company  to  grant  her  ap- 
propriate screen  credit  in  “Brigham 
Young.”  The  plaintiff  is  the  author  of  the 
original  and  claims  to  have  done  the 
screenplay  with  Louis  Bromfield,  but  to 
have  received  only  credit  for  research. 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Ernest  Hammer 
has  dismissed  20th  Century-Fox  counter 
claim  for  $2,641  against  Moses  J.  Messeri, 
former  manager  of  the  film  company  in 
Spain  and  Portugal,  who  is  seeking  $6,112 
back  salary  allegedly  due  him  from  Sep- 
tember, 1939. 


Get  Mohawk  Output 

New  York — International  Pictures  Dis- 
tributing Corp.,  headed  by  J.  W.  Turner, 
has  closed  with  Mohawk  for  its  19  features 
in  the  Philadelphia  and  Washington  areas. 


Yontiff  in  New  York 

New  York  — Sundown  Wednesday  ush- 
ered in  the  high  Jewish  holidays,  Rosh 
Hashonah,  which  continued  until  Friday 
night.  The  New  York  trade  was  corre- 
spondingly quiet. 


Film  Alliance  Ahead 
With  RKO  Releases 

New  York — The  fact  that  Andre  Daven 
has  severed  his  connection  as  associate 
producer  with  Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.  to 
take  a post  as  assistant  to  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck  in  no  way  will  alter  FA’s  plan  to 
produce  two  features  for  RKO  release,  ac- 
cording to  Nat  Wachsberger,  FA  head. 
Wachsberger  asserts  his  company  will  defi- 
nitely turn  out  “Ariane  Pretends,”  featur- 
ing Charles  Boyer  and  Luise  Rainer,  and 
has  a second  but  undecided  property  in 
mind,  possibly  with  the  same  male  star. 


Richard  de  Rochemont 
To  New  "Time"  Berth 

New  York — A newly  created  post  of 
managing  editor  of  March  of  Time  has 
been  taken  over  by  Richard  de  Roche- 
mont, brother  of  Louis,  MOT  producer.  He 
will  be  in  full  charge  of  the  MOT  monthly 
releases,  working  under  his  brother.  Rich- 
ard represented  Movietone  News  in  Eu- 
rope for  six  years  and  later  became  direc- 
tor of  Time  activities  in  Europe.  He  ar- 
rived here  recently  after  his  home  at  Pont 
Levoy  was  occupied  by  the  Germans. 


70-30  Base  for  Chaplin 
Film  in  South  America 

New  York — Although  the  policy  will  be 
flexible  in  Great  Britain,  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator” will  be  sold  in  South  America  on 
a 70-30  basis  without  a profit  guarantee, 
Arthur  W.  Kelly,  UA  foreign  head,  states. 
He  pointed  out  the  same  plan  has  pre- 
vailed before  on  other  Chaplin  pictures  in 
South  America.  As  a matter  of  fact,  Kelly 
adds,  there  is  no  policy  where  UA  will 
guarantee  anything  in  the  foreign  market. 

While  terms  of  “The  Great  Dictator” 
will  be  set  before  the  picture  opens  in  Eng- 
land, because  of  prevailing  conditions  the 
policy  will  be  adjustable  to  meet  condi- 
tions at  the  time. 

“We  cannot  lay  down  a yardstick  in 
England,”  Kelly  continues,  “and  the  policy 
has  to  be  flexible.”  Increased  admissions 
will  be  sought  according  to  the  different 
areas. 

The  picture  is  tentatively  scheduled  to 
open  November  7 or  November  15  at  the 
Odeon,  Leicester  Square,  and  the  Gau- 
mont,  Haymarket,  the  former  on  a con- 
tinued run  plan  and  the  latter  at  two-a- 
day. 


— Metroiiolitan  IMiolos 

Exhibitor  Gives  Producer  a Party — 

Not  unmarked  by  aspects  of  the  unusual  was  the  cocktail  and  buffet  ten- 
dered Walter  Wanger  and  the  working,  as  well  as  eating,  press  at  the  Rivoli 
which  houses  the  producer’s  current  picture,  “Foreign  Correspondent,”  until 
Tuesday  night  when  “The  Long  Voyage  Home,”  another  from  Wanger,  opens 
there.  Above  are  John  Wright,  managing  director  of  the  Broadivay  house; 
Wanger,  Mrs.  Alfred  Hitchcock,  and  Red  Kann.  Below,  theatre  house  man- 
ager Jimmy  Dunn  has  to  take  it  smilingly  from  Critic  William  Boehnel  of 
the  World-Telegram. 
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Take  "Baptism"  Ban 
To  High  Tribunal 

New  York — ^March  of  Time,  as  producer, 
and  RKO  as  distributor,  have  asked  the 
supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania  to  grant 
an  immediate  hearing  in  their  appeal  of 
the  decision  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
in  upholding  the  banning  of  two  reels  of 
the  German  propaganda  film,  “Baptism 
of  Fire,”  in  “The  Ramparts  We  Watch.” 

The  Pennsylvania  board  of  censors  or- 
dered deletion  of  the  “Baptism”  footage 
on  the  ground  it  constituted  “Nazi  fear 
propaganda.”  RKO  and  MOT  attacked  the 
board’s  ruling  contending  it  had  “abused 
its  discretion.” 

In  seeking  a hearing  from  the  supreme 
court,  Louis  de  Rochemont,  MOT  producer, 
commented  that  the  lower  court  had  not 
realized  the  MOT  interpolation  of  “Bap- 
tism” transformed  ordinary  Nazi  propa- 
ganda into  American  propaganda  “of  the 
clearest  and  most  definite  kind.” 

In  its  precedental  decision  upholding  the 
state  censor  board’s  ban  on  the  Nazi-made 
section  of  “Ramparts,”  a three-judge  court 
of  common  pleas  claimed: 

1.  That  showing  of  the  Nazi-made  por- 
tion, “Baptism  of  Fire,”  which  portrays  the 
German  conquest  of  Poland,  would  “sub- 
ject the  American  public  to  abuse.” 

2.  That  it  would  “stir  up  strife  and  re- 
sentment, resulting  in  possible  attack  upon 
some  innocent  American  citizens  of  Ger- 
man descent.” 

3.  That  it  is  not  a news  picture  as  con- 
tended by  the  producers,  because  the 
events  portrayed  in  Poland  happened  a 
year  ago. 

4.  That  the  censors  cannot  be  accused 
of  abridging  freedom  of  speech,  because 
the  supreme  court  has  approved  limita- 
tions on  personal  liberty  for  the  “safety  of 
the  state.” 

The  censors  approved  the  first  version  of  the 
film  which  did  not  contain  the  Nazi  reels.  Those 
were  added  later,  intended  as  a warning  to  Amer- 
ica to  rearm  against  Nazi  brutality.  When  the 
amplified  film  was  shown  in  a theatre  in  Harris- 
burg and  another  in  Reading,  the  censor  board 
sent  state  troopers  to  halt  the  showing,  and  the 
exhibitor  operating  the  two  houses  closed  down. 

The  court  pointed  out  “Baptism  of  Fire”  was 
made  “by  German  authorities  for  propaganda 
purposes,  to  be  exhibited  to  people  whom  they 
proposed  to  conquer  and  for  the  purpose  of 
threatening  them  and  terrifying  them.” 

“It’s  showing.”  the  judges  argued,  “implies 
direct  penalties  carried  out  in  conquered  terri- 
tory against  loyal  citizens  of  that  territory,  and 
rewards  to  the  traitors  of  that  territory  for  such 
treacherous  services  as  they  have  been  able  to 
render  to  Hitler. 

“The  final  part  of  the  ‘Baptism  of  Fire’  reel 
shows  a Hitler  agent  denouncing  Americans  and 
threatening  them  in  the  most  insulting  and  aggra- 
vating terms.  The  right  of  an  exhibitor  to  sub- 
ject the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  to  such  abuse 
might  well  be  questioned.” 

Time,  Inc.,  and  RKO  argued  there  was  no 
question  of  morals  involved.  The  judges  turned 
to  Webster’s  New  International  Dictionary. 

“There  we  learn,”  they  said,  “that  the  word 
morals  has  as  its  root  the  Latin  word  which 
stands  for  manner,  custom,  habit,  way  of  life, 
conduct.  The  Hitler  pagan  propaganda  depicts 
a way  of  life  which,  fortunately,  is  not  ours. 

“Its  way  of  life  is  entirely  egocentric  and  there- 
fore completely  selfish.  It  believes  that  if  the 
strong  even  sympathize  with  the  weak,  they  waste 
strength  and  power;  that  the  weak  are  useless 
and  should  be  eliminated  rather  than  helped;  that 
might  is  right,  and  it  has  no  place  for  the  con- 
sideration of  others. 

“Against  this,  we  have  our  American  way  of 
life  which  is  built  on  altruism;  we  succor  the 
weak;  we  recognize  the  brotherhood  of  man  and 
the  fatherhood  of  God;  we  do  not  kill  for  the 
mere  lust  of  it;  we  think  that  only  right  makes 
might,  and  we  are  proud  of  our  democratic  form 
of  government. 

“To  spread  jjropaganda  which  brutal  men  be- 
lieve will  instill  terror  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  women  and  children  can  serve  no  useful  i>ur- 
pose  to  the  American  way  of  life.” 


^ -■  - 

An  Experience  Added 
By  Nicholas  Schenck 

New  York — They're  singing  hosannahs 
at  Loew's  because  of  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck's  rescue  from  his  sinking  speed 
cruiser,  “The  Martha,"  which  struck  a log 
imbedded  with  long  spikes  in  the  East 
River,  Wednesday,  and  tore  the  bottom 
of  the  vessel. 

Distress  signals  were  flown  and  the 
rescue  was  effected  by  "Matilda  2,"  de- 
partment of  sanitation  tugboat,  as  “The 
Martha"  was  submerging. 

Later,  Schenck  merely  laughed  off  the 
experience,  saying  "We  just  hit  a log, 
that's  all." 

VS  - 

Jack  Warner  Joins  Harry 
In  Home  Oilice  Visit 

New  York — Jack  L.  Warner,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  Warner  production,  ar- 
rives from  Hollywood,  October  7,  to  join 
his  brother,  Harry,  who  got  in  from  the 
coast  September  30  for  a month’s  stay  at 
the  home  office  on  general  company  af- 
fairs. The  production  head  will  spend  a 
few  weeks  looking  over  the  plays  and  the 
literary  market  before  heading  west. 


Schless  Stops  Here 

New  York — Robert  Schless,  in  charge  of 
Europe  for  Warner,  will  not  return  to  his 
Paris  headquarters  for  some  time.  He  is 
operating  from  the  home  office  under 
Joseph  Hummel,  foreign  head. 


Key  City  "Band"  Returns 
Indicate  40%  Bracket 

New  York — Returns  on  “Strike  Up  the 
Band”  in  the  first  68  key  city  engagements 
that  constitute  the  basis  on  which  M-G-M 
sets  up  its  rental  designation  are  said  to 
be  on  a par  with  those  of  “Babes  in 
Arms,”  and  about  20  per  cent  ahead  of 
“Andy  Hardy  Meets  Debutante.”  “Babes” 
was  a 40  per  cent  picture  and  grossed  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $2,500,00,  which  in- 
dicates “Band”  will  also  be  in  the  40  per 
cent  bracket. 


Beier  to  Entertainment 
Post  lor  M.  P.  Ball 

New  York — Nat  Beier  of  UA  has  been 
named  chairman  of  the  entertainment 
committee  for  the  M.  P.  Associates  annual 
ball  to  be  held  November  20  at  the  Astor. 
He  will  cooperate  with  Moe  Sanders,  co- 
chairman.  At  a meeting  Tuesday  of  the 
organization’s  committee,  word  was  still 
being  awaited  from  John  Harris  on  the 
Variety  Club  idea  for  the  local  territory. 
This  will  be  taken  up  at  a later  execu- 
tive board  meeting. 

"Mayerling"  Sequel  First 
On  Leo  Films'  Fall  Slate 

New  York — The  first  fall  release  of  Leo 
Films,  French  film  distributors,  will  be 
“Mayerling  to  Sarajevo,”  which  is  said  to 
continue  the  story  of  the  collapse  of  the 
Habsburgs  from  where  “Mayerling”  left 
off.  Other  French  features  which  will  be 
distributed  by  the  company  include  “Les 
Musiciens  du  Ciel,”  “Les  Jumeaux  de 
Brighton”  and  “La  Dame.” 


Republic  Sells  Durkee 

New  York — Republic  has  closed  a 1940- 
41  deal  with  the  Frank  H.  Durkee  circuit, 
operating  18  theatres  in  Baltimore,  Havre 
de  Grace  and  Annapolis. 


(Continued  from  page  31) 
ber  11  of  “Down  Argentine  Way”  . . . Hal 
Roach  and  son,  Hal  jr.,  and  a technical 
crew  are  on  hand  for  background  data  and 
shots  in  behalf  of  Roach’s  forthcoming 
“Broadway  Limited”  . . . Busby  Berkeley 
was  guest  of  honor  and  principal  speaker 
Thursday  at  the  Publicity  Club  of  New 
York  while  vacationing  along  Broadway. 
He’ll  return  in  a few  days  . . . Milton  Weiss 
of  the  M-G-M  publicity  staff  is  vacation- 
mg  in  Hollywood. 

Maimy  Reiner,  formerly  of  Mono- 
gram’s publicity  department,  is  now  with 
George  Kamen  in  commercial  promotion 
of  the  Quiz  Kids  program  over  NBC  . . . 
Eddie  Alperson,  assistant  to  Harold  J. 
Fitzgerald  in  Milwaukee,  has  been  around 
town  the  past  week  and  will  most  likely 
head  for  his  headquarters  in  a few  days 
. . . Joseph  H.  Hazen  golfed  at  the  Her- 
shey  Golf  Club,  Hershey,  Pa.  . . . Messmore 
Kendall,  financially  interested  in  the 
Capitol,  has  been  named  Republican  con- 
gressman at  large  . . . Mort  Shea  is  back 
in  town  after  a summer  at  his  New 
Hampshire  home.  He  is  planning  on  Hot 
Springs  or  Rochester,  Minn.,  for  treat- 
ments . . . Joan  Crawford  is  expected  to 
wind  up  a three  months’  vacation  here 
next  week  and  report  back  at  the  M-G-M 
studios  . . . Louis  B.  Mayer  and  Howard 
Strickling  left  Friday  for  the  coast  after 
a two-week  visit  here  looking  over  the 
Broadway  plays. 

Joe  Vogel  received  an  unusual  gift  from 
E.  M.  Loew  of  Boston  the  other  day.  It  is 
a silver  and  gold  plated  letter  opener  in 
the  form  of  a dagger  . . . Henry  Brown, 
whose  theatre  string  in  New  Jersey  now 
totals  three  with  prospects  of  others  being 
added  shortly,  is  planning  to  build  a 
bowling  alley  in  Lakewood,  where  he  oper- 
ates the  Palace  and  Strand  . . . Bill  Scully 
is  still  hitting  the  rails  and  covering  a lot 
of  ground  these  days.  He  is  expected  to 
shortly  announce  the  promotion  of  Ber- 
nard Kreisler,  former  Washington  branch 
manager,  to  short  subjects  sales  head  for 
Universal  . . . George  Skouras  is  back  from 
a hunting  trip  on  the  coast  . . . Morris 
Shulman,  Hartford  exhibitor,  is  back  at 
his  headquarters  after  a week’s  vacation 
in  Washington  and  Atlantic  City. 

Leon  J.  Bamberger,  sales  promotion 
manager  at  RKO,  is  back  from  Atlantic 
City  where  he  accepted  for  his  company 
a certificate  of  award  as  one  of  the  50  di- 
rect mail  leaders  in  the  country  for  1940. 
It  was  presented  by  the  Direct  Mail  Ad- 
vertising Ass’n  . . . Loew  and  M-G-M  ex- 
ecutives presented  Mickey  Rooney  with  a 
golf  bag,  and  a big  salary  check  — for 
breaking  all  personal  appearance  records 
at  Loew’s  State  . . . This  year’s  winner  of 
the  competition  for  “Times  Square’s  fore- 
most motion  picture  theatre  cashier’’  turns 
out  to  be  Mimi  Schoening . Roy  Moulton  of 
the  Hotel  Piccadilly,  whose  publicity  stunt 
this  is,  again  conducted  the  contest.  Miss 
Schoening  works  at  the  Broadway  and 
i9th  St.  Trans-Lux,  is  18  and  a blue-eyed 
blonde  . . . Gene  Autry  is  on  the  first  leg 
of  a transcontinental  hop  which  will  bring 
him  to  Madison  Square  Garden  for  the 
annual  rodeo,  October  9-26-27. 


Stronger  P.  A.  System 

Camden,  N.  J. — RCA  is  ready  to  market 
a newly  designed  15-watt  portable  public 
address  system  suitable  for  indoor  audi- 
ences up  to  2,000  persons.  The  company 
adds  the  equipment  is  priced  15  per  cent 
lower  than  the  12-watt  system  which  it 
replaces. 
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TP  ANYBODY  in  the  Variety  Club  had  in- 

quired:  “Is  there  a doctor  in  the  house?” 
any  day  last  week,  he  would  have  got  2,000 
replies.  The  State  Medical  Society  was 
holding  its  annual  convention  in  the  Bel- 
levue-Stratford  . . . 20th  Century-Fox  had 
a trade  screening  of  “Down  Argentine 
Way”  at  the  Carman  . . . Ruth  Johnson, 
Fox  clerk,  is  announcing  her  marriage  to 
Joe  Toner,  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  in- 
dustry . . . Prank  Ackley,  Carman,  is  get- 
ting back  on  his  feet  after  a bout  with 
the  grippe. 

Al  Myers  is  reported  taking  over  the 
Elmer,  Elmer,  N.  J.  . . . L.  F.  McGowan  is 
opening  the  Lark,  Larksville,  formerly 
operated  by  the  Emashowskis  . . . Theo- 
dore Kirmes,  who  used  to  have  the  York 
Road,  Jenkintown,  is  opening  the  new 
Castor,  6631  Castor  Road,  this  week  . . . 
Harold  Lamed,  Ritz,  Muncie,  plans  to 
close  the  house  for  renovations  . . . Hor- 
lacher  has  got  a license  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania Utilities  Commission  for  a new 
route  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  to 
be  called  the  Clark-Callahan  route. 

Hear  that  Sid  Mesibov,  one  of  Warner’s 
star  advertising  men,  is  leaving  for  a job 
with  Paramount  in  New  York,  to  handle 
publicity  for  Paramount  pictures  in  the 
Loew  and  independent  circuits  . . . Earle 
Sweigert,  Paramount,  will  direct  the  trade 
division  of  the  Red  Cross  drive,  which  gets 
under  way  next  month  . . . “Knute  Rockne 
— All  American”  was  screened  at  the  Va- 
riety Club  . . . Marty  Goldenberg,  State, 
played  Winchell  for  a day  when  he  wrote 
a guest  column  for  the  West  Philadelphia 
Times. 

Included  among  visitors  were  such  not- 
ables as  Jerome  Engel,  Family,  Glen  Lyon; 
John  B.  Owens,  Summit,  Clark  Summit; 
Elmer  Dietrich,  Dietrich,  Tunkhannock; 
Doc  Weller.  Morley,  Athens;  Perry  Hoff- 
man, Park,  Williamsport;  A.  W.  “Pop"  Hill, 
Hill’s,  Paulsburg;  Harry  Taylor,  Twain, 
Mansfield. 

Lee  Kline.  Orpheum,  is  getting  ac- 
quainted with  people  in  the  neighborhood 
by  having  the  names  of  five  readers  of  the 
Germantown  Courier  printed  among  the 
classified  ads  each  week,  and  giving  them 
passes  if  they  come  to  the  theatre  and 
introduce  themselves  . . . Matty  Rosen- 
bluth,  Colney,  is  letting  his  kid  patrons 
vote  on  features  for  the  coming  Saturday 
matinees  . . . Wally  Leach,  Grand,  Cam- 
den. capitalized  on  the  recent  factory  fire 
by  ballyhooing  the  newsreels  throughout 
the  affected  area  with  posters. 

Henry  Eytinge,  Grange,  welcomed  the 
kids  back  to  school  and  the  fall  theatre 
season  by  holding  a name-giving  contest 
for  a puppy  . . . Bill  Yearsley.  Circle,  tied 
un  with  the  American  Legion  in  observing 
the  President’s  Day  of  National  Prayer  . . . 
Pop  Graver  of  the  Grove,  Willow  Grove,  is 
using  some  of  his  ushers  as  a “safety  pa- 
trol” during  crotvded  hours  outside,  and  is 
advertising  the  fact  to  parents  of  the  area, 
to  show  them  their  kids  will  be  safe  com- 
ing to  his  house. 

Bill  Yurasko,  Sedgwick,  has  tied  up  with 
merchants  in  a stunt  involving  getting  the 
birthdays  of  kids  and  sending  them  cards 
and  ducats  on  the  appropriate  day  . . . 
1 Lester  Stallman,  Astor.  Reading,  enter- 
I tained  Battery  A,  213th  Coast  Artillery 
1 Corps,  at  a special  show  before  thfey  left 
for  their  year’s  training  . . . Irving  Blum- 
berg,  Oxford,  is  the  new  president  of  the 
Warner  Club  . . . Frank  Gravatt  is  building 
a new  house  in  Atlantic  City. 


• REVIEW  FLASHES  • 


ANGELS  OVER  BROADWAY  (Col)— In  his 
triple  threat  debut  as  a writer-producer- 
director,  Ben  Hecht  places  heart  oi  New 
York  under  a microscope  with  the  seamy 
side  lenseward,  and  views  it  with  a cyni- 
cal eye.  After  considerable  fishing  around 
with  a philosophical  probe — and  no  small 
amount  of  footage — he  contrives  to  turn 
the  Manhattan  ticker  to  reveal  a more  hu- 
man facet.  Just  how  this  clinical  experi- 
ment in  celluloid  will  register  as  entertain- 
ment is  undoubtedly  dependent  upon  indi- 
vidual tastes.  The  more  venturesome  and 
sophisticated  patrons  will  probably  acclaim 
the  film  for  its  brittle  and  biting  dialogue, 
several  praiseworthy  performances  and  the 
fact  that,  above  all,  it  is  definitely  different. 
Doubt  may  be  expressed,  however,  con- 
cerning the  feature's  possibilities  of  gener- 
ating mass  interest  in  profitable  quantities. 

DRUMS  OF  THE  DESERT  (Mono)— Here  is  a 
story  of  life,  love  and  adventure  in  the 
foreign  legion  which  could  have  been  con- 
siderable of  a picture  had  it  been  treated 
to  a larger  budget  and  entrusted  to  a 
more  competent  cast.  As  is.  Producer  Paul 
Malvern  did  a bang  up  job  considering  the 
means  at  hand  and  has  delivered  a film 
which  will  have  no  difficulty  in  scoring  as 
supporting  fare  in  average  situations. 
George  Waggner  directed. 

GAMBLING  ON  THE  HIGH  SEAS  (WB)— 
Dramatic  pace  is  the  sole  redeeming  fea- 
ture of  this  gangster  melodrama.  Perform- 


ances are  no  better  than  any  number  of 
others  in  other  productions  that  have  stories 
in  which  the  crusading  reporter  sets  out, 
with  the  aid  of  an  attractive  miss,  to  “mini- 
mize” a gangster.  Wayne  Morris  and  Jane 
Wyman  head  the  cast.  George  Amy  di- 
rected. 

MEXICAN  SPITFIRE  OUT  WEST  (RKO)— Lupe 
Velez  shares  the  billing,  but  Leon  Errol 
does  all  the  work  in  the  latest  episode  re- 
lating the  fantastic  adventures  of  Lord 
Epping  and  his  fiery  girl  friend.  As  pro- 
gram fare  it  assays  high  in  hilarity,  due 
not  only  to  Errol's  drollery  in  a dual  role, 
but  also  because  of  ingeniously  concocted 
farce  script.  It  should  set  laugh  records 
among  fans  of  the  slapstick  school.  Cliff 
Reid  produced;  Leslie  Goodwins  directed. 

TOO  MANY  GIRLS  (RKO)— Mirth  and  mel- 
ody, football  and  femininity,  comprise  the 
principal  selling  points  in  an  extravagant 
musical  which,  if  it  approaches  the  suc- 
cess of  the  stage  production  from  which  it 
was  adapted,  should  be  headed  for  im- 
portant money.  As  is  usual  in  this  type  of 
fare,  the  story  is  of  secondary  importance, 
being  utilized  only  as  a line  on  which  to 
string  a succession  of  gags  and  some  truly 
breath-taking  dancing  and  singing  num- 
bers. Cast  standout  is  a handsome  Cuban, 
Desi  Amaz,  who  is  a cinch  to  have  femi- 
nine hearts  fluttering  in  his  film  debut. 
George  Abbott  oroduced  and  directed. 


i Additional  Review  Flashes  on  page  24) 


Hikes  for  Big  Ones 
Metro  Meeting  Topic 


Philadelphia — The  “Boom  Town”  policy 
of  increased  admissions  for  outstanding 
pictures  was  discussed  by  M-G-M  repre- 
sentatives at  a luncheon  for  exhibitors  in 
the  Warwick  Hotel. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-one  exhibitors 
from  all  parts  of  eastern  Pennsylvania  and 
southern  New  Jersey  attended,  and  were 
introduced  by  Robert  Lynch,  exchange 
manager,  to  William  F.  Rodgers,  general 
sales  manager;  Tom  Connors,  southern  di- 
vision manager,  and  H.  M.  Richey,  exhibi- 
tor relations  representative. 

Rodgers  said  he  thought  a general  price 
rise  now  is  not  nractical,  and  that  the 
only  way  distributors  can  recoup  part  of 
the  losses  due  to  the  disappearance  of  the 
European  market  is  to  get  a boost  in  ad- 
missions on  outstanding  features.  Exhibi- 
tors stand  to  benefit  even  more  than  the 
distributor  by  such  a policy,  he  added. 

The  features  to  be  so  designated  will  be 
given  “test  runs”  first  in  Metro  houses,  he 
said,  to  make  sure  they  will  stand  in- 
creased admissions.  That  was  the  policy 
followed  with  “Boom  Town,”  he  explained. 

However,  he  pointed  out,  if  the  exhibi- 
tor should  be  unwilling  to  raise  prices,  he 
will  get  the  picture  when  it  is  available 
for  his  house  anyway. 

Rodgers  pleaded  for  more  distributor-ex- 
hibitor cooperation,  pointing  out  that  both 
halves  of  this  partnership  prosper  or  slip 


Warm  Springs  Foundation 
Will  Premiere  "Bagdad*' 

Warm  Springs,  Ga.  — President  Roose- 
velt’s endowed  institution,  the  Warm 
Springs  Foundation,  will  be  the  first  to 
see  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad”  when  it  has 
its  world  premiere  here  October  14.  Under 
the  personal  supervision  of  Alexander  Kor- 
da, the  occasion  will  boast  a special  show 
featuring  Sabu  and  June  Duprez,  fea- 
tured in  the  film. 


Constantine  Paramount 
Manager  in  Trinidad 

New  York  — Lazarus  Constantine  has 
been  promoted  to  the  post  of  manager  for 
Paramount  Films  of  Trinidad  by  John 
W.  Hicks  jr..  Paramount  foreign  head. 
Constantine  was  formerly  sales  manager 
of  Paramount  Films,  S.  A.,  of  Panama.  He 
has  been  with  the  company  for  the  past 
three  years. 


Four  Temples  to  Pam-O 

Buffalo  — Eleanor  Paradeis  of  Pam-O 
Film  Exchange  here  has  secured  upstate 
distribution  rights  on  four  two-reelers  star- 
ring Shirley  Temple  from  Astor  Pictures. 


back  together.  He  deplored  the  intra-in- 
dustrial friction  and  criticism,  saying  it 
has  led  the  public  to  think  the  industry  is 
“sick,  whereas  nothing  could  be  farther 
from  the  truth.” 

Lynch  and  Connors  stressed  the  same 
themes. 
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Brushing  Up  on  Developments — 

A group  of  Warner  technicians — heads  of  the  sound  and  projection  depart- 
ments connected  with  the  contact  offices  located  in  key  cities  of  various 
Warner  operating  zones — here  include  in  their  annual  visit  to  plants  in  the 
east,  a visit  at  the  International  Projector  Corp.  Seated,  from  left  to  right, 
are:  C.  P.  O'Toole,  New  Haven;  E.  H.  Hartley,  National  Theatre  Supply;  F.  E. 
Cahill  jr.,  WB  director  of  sound  and  projection;  J.  A.  Wotton,  Albany;  J.  A. 
Pratt,  Washington.  D.  C.;  A.  E.  Meyer,  sales  manager  International  Projec- 
tor; J.  Wuhrman,  Continental  Theatre  Accessories,  New  York. 

Standing,  left  to  right:  H.  Heidegger,  International  Projector;  R.  O.  Walker, 
Walker  American  Corp.:  J.  Frank  jr.,  manager  New  York  branch.  National 
Theatre  Supply;  H.  Ryan,  Chicago;  W.  J.  Charles,  Philadelphia;  H.  Eberle, 
Philadelphia;  G.  Gagliardi,  Newark;  A.  O.  Rockvam,  New  York  City;  C.  J. 
BacJnnan,  Newark;  R.  Kneuer,  International  Projector  Corp.;  R.  H.  Giles, 
Cleveland;  P.  J.  Delvernois,  Pittsburgh;  M.  F.  Bennett.  New  York  City;  H. 
Griffin,  vice-presideiit  I.  P.  C.;  P.  A.  McGuire,  advertising  manager,  I.  P.  C. 


^HE  Hollywood  personality  parade  con- 
tinues, with  Walter  Brennan  taking 
bows  along  the  stem  in  behalf  of  “The 
Westerner,”  his  latest  release,  and  Bing 
Crosby  teeing  off  at  Columbia  Country 
Club  in  a Red  Cross  exhibition  golf  match 
. , , The  UA  sales  staff,  consisting  of  Fred 
Rohrs,  branch  manager;  and  Salesmen 
Fred  Sandy,  Mark  Silver  and  Dick  HaiTity, 
spent  last  Friday  and  Saturday  in  Philly 
“learning  the  signals”  on  the  forthcoming 
“Thief  of  Bagdad”  and  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator,” 

Bill  Smith,  manager  of  the  Waldorf, 
Waldorf,  Md.,  had  the  SRO  sign  out  dur- 
ing the  p.  a.  of  Roy  Rogers,  with  “The 
Days  of  Jesse  James”  on  the  screen.  Event 
marked  the  debut  of  a screen  star  in  south- 
ern Maryland  . . . Seen  along  the  Row: 
Hunter  Perry  and  Jack  Katz.  Charlottes- 
ville; Herjnari  and  Hoivard  Rubin,  Peters- 
burg; “Doc”  Kendig  and  Gene  Tanner, 
Kenbridge;  Frank  Ponton,  Martinsburg, 
W.  Va.;  H.  O.  Thrush,  Keyser.  W.  Va.;  K. 
A.  Parrish,  Cressuptown;  Sam  Mellits, 
Denton;  A.  Dohme,  Westmmster;  Bill  Hen- 
derson, Martin  Rogers,  Julius  Levin,  Lou 
Garman.  Tommy  Goldberg,  Barry  Gold- 
man. Leon  Back,  Joe  Walderman,  Lou  Tu- 
nick.  Baltimore. 

Deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to  RKO’s 
■“Steady”  Knox  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
in  Atlanta,  Ga.  . . . Sam  Wheeler,  20th- 
Fox  branch  manager,  and  Max  Cohen, 
Universal  chief,  visited  Baltimore  accounts 
. . . Muriel  Stevenson,  secretary  to  Wilmer 
& Vincent’s  Frank  O’Brien,  is  Florida- 
bound  as  per  the  medico’s  convalescence 
program  , . . 20th-Fox’s  Ann  Griffin  week- 
ended in  New  York  with  Frances  Levin, 
secretary  to  W,  A.  Scully  . . , The  T,  C,  F. 
Dynamos  are  planning  a Hallowe’en  soiree, 

Metro  Confetti:  Mickey  Rooney  zoomed 
over  to  the  exchange  from  the  Capitol  to 
“duke”  the  members  of  the  staff,  and 
double-quicked  it  to  the  inspection  room 
to  meet  and  kibitz  with  the  girls  “who  cut 
me  up”  . . . September  28  was  the  natal 
day  for  Mrs.  Catherine  Murphy  . . . Buddy 


Hall  and  mother  weekended  in  New  York 
and  took  in  the  Fair  . . . Rudy  Berger 
played  Izaak  Walton  at  Solomon’s  Island 
. . . Betty  Tops  is  vacationing  along  the 
White  Way  . . . Ditto  Anna  Jenkins  . . . 
Harriet  Kenworthy  is  lookmg  for  the  guy 
who  put  the  “B”  in  “Bawston.”  She  misses 
the  land  of  milk  and  honey,  yes  indeed 
. . . Harry  Cohen  is  being  congratulated 
on  the  engagement  of  his  daughter,  Ann- 
ette. 

“Syd”  Rosenthal,  formerly  of  the  20th- 
Fox  staff,  and  wife  of  Columbia’s  Danny, 
became  the  mother  of  a 7-pound  girl  at 
Doctor’s  Hospital,  On  the  same  day  and  al- 
most the  same  time  Sam  Roth’s  wife, 
Ruth  of  Harrisonburg  was  presented  with 
a girl  at  the  same  hospital.  Reel  twins, 
eh  what!  . . . Abe  Lichtman  is  contem- 
plating a new  house  in  Newport  News  . . . 
Local  Lichtman  headquarters  are  being 
remodeled  . . . General  Manager  Ed  Haley 
visited  the  situations  in  Richmond  and 
Norfolk  . . . Law  and  Walter  are  installing 
new  seats  in  and  carrying  out  a general 
renovation  of  the  State,  Thurmont,  Md. 

It  is  rumored  business  men  will  promote 
a new  house  in  Sykesville,  Md.  . . . The 
'Variety  Club  advises  that  the  raffle  books 
071  the  Cadillac  car  and  ten  additional 
prizes  are  available.  “How  many,  mister? 
Give  a buck  and  try  your  luck.  It’s  all  for 
charity.”  The  final  drawing  voill  be  held 
at  the  annual  Variety  banquet,  November 
16,  of  which  Monogram’s  Harry  Brown  is 
gejieral  chairman;  Hardie  Meakin,  vice- 
chairman,  and  Sam  Gala7ity,  treasurer. 

Warner  Items:  “Buster”  Root,  Tivoli 
manager,  and  president  of  the  D.  C.  War- 
ner Club,  attended  a Warner  Club  meet- 
ing in  New  York  . . . Leo  Schimel’s  wife 
has  been  hospitalized  for  a minor  opera- 
tion . . . Mrs.  Mackie  Smith  has  returned 
from  her  belated  vacation  . . . Glenn 
Miller  finished  the  last  two  days  of  his 
engagement  with  six  shows  each  day  and 
two  broadcasts.  What  you’d  call  being 
“In  the  Mood”  at  ‘"Tuxedo  Junction.” 


^ED  ROUTSON,  publicity  chief  at  the 

Hippodrome,  traveled  to  Waynesburg, 
Pa.,  to  sell  his  real  estate  holdings  there 
. . . The  Variety  Club  opens  its  social  sea- 
son October  12  ...  H.  A.  Blum,  Little, 
went  to  Chicago  last  week  . . . ’Wedding 
bells  rang  out  for  Eva  Thomas,  cashier  at 
the  Leader,  October  5.  His  name  is  Ray- 
mond Wheatley  . . . Our  sympathy  to  Rus- 
sell Harrington,  operator  of  the  Ritz,  on 
the  recent  death  of  his  mother  ...  I.  Tay- 
lor, a merchant  in  Ellicott  City,  is  plan- 
ning to  build  a theatre  there  ...  A suite 
of  offices  will  be  built  over  Bill  Hicks’ 
Hampden  . . . Tip  to  auto  salesmen: 
Mickey  Hendricks  is  in  the  market  . . . 
Bernie  Seaman,  Hippodrome  manager, 
spent  the  holidays  in  Newark  . . . F.  Sou- 
sie,  assistant  manager  of  the  Hippodrome, 
had  several  teeth  extracted  and  was  out 
for  several  days. 

RQ7iey  Gill,  Little  cashier  who  resigned 
to  be  married,  is  replaced  by  Helen  North- 
up  ...  A permit  to  build  a theatre  in  the 
'Walbrook  sectio7i  is  being  sought  . . . Elsie, 
the  Borden  cow,  visited  last  Saturday  fresh 
from  her  role  in  RKO’s  “Little  Men.”  She 
7vas  prese7ited  the  keys  to  the  city  by 
Mayor  Jackson  . . . Last  Tuesday  was  Cen- 
sor Inspector  Howard  Cooling’s  birthday. 
He  is  Zl  . . . Phil  Lampkin,  orchestra  lea- 
der at  the  Hippodrome,  has  written  a new 
so7ig,  “ Shmulkie  Gets  in  Your  Eyes.”  It’s 
a comedy  riot  . . . Lou  Yockelle,  Highland 
ma7iager,  dining  at  the  Oriole  . . . Wedding 
bells  also  for  Morton  Baker,  Times.  He  is 
back  on  the  job  after  taking  time  out  for 
a honeymoon. 

Tom  Goldberg  is  having  his  Hartford 
redecorated  . . . Martin  Rogers  has  had  a 
new  marquee  installed  at  Pacy’s  Garden 
. . . Walter  Brennan,  while  in  Baltimore 
last  Thursday,  was  the  guest  of  William 
K.  Saxton,  managing  director  of  Loew’s. 
Brennan  appears  in  “The  Westerner,”  soon 
to  play  the  Century  . . . Charles  McCleary, 
manager  of  Loew’s  Parkway,  upped  prices 
for  “Boom  Town”  and  opened  the  house  at 
11:30  a.  m.  . . . Dave  Kaiser,  Maryland 
Display  Co.,  has  been  promoted  to  First 
Lieutenant  of  the  drill  corps  of  the  Jewish 
War  Veterans. 

William  K.  Saxton,  Loew’s  Century,  in 
cooperation  with  the  News  Post,  arranged 
a “Drummer  Boy”  contest  for  “Strike  Up 
the  Band,”  current  attraction.  First  prize 
was  a drum  autographed  by  Mickey  Roo- 
ney ...  A Seton  High  graduate  won  the 
Deanna  Durbin  contest  held  by  Lawrence 
Schanberger  in  Keith’s  ballroom  atop 
Keith’s  Theatre.  Seventy-five  girls 
matched  voices  in  the  test.  The  contest 
was  suggested  by  “Spring  Parade,”  current 
attraction  at  Keith’s  . . . Walter  Cohen, 
Leader,  is  having  his  theatre  front  redeco- 
rated . . . Mrs.  Padersky,  cashier  at  the 
Leader,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Cameo. 
She  is  replaced  at  the  Leader  by  Jean  Rus- 
sell . . . R.  Marhenke,  Broadway  manager, 
presided  as  magistrate  at  the  Southern 
Police  Station  last  Monday. 


'Hi-Lo — For  Double  Dough' 
In  Metropolitan  Debut 

New  York — Latest  theatre  game  to  make 
its  bow  locally  is  “Hi-Lo — For  Double 
Dough,”  which  had  its  metropolitan  debut 
at  RKO’s  Franklin  in  the  Bronx  and  the 
125th  Street.  The  game  is  distributed  by 
George  West,  who  also  handles  Screeno 
in  the  east.  West  has  returned  from 
Hollywood  where  he  introduced  the  game 
and  set  up  coast  offices. 
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PRODUCTION  CENTER 


(Hollyivood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Six-Month  Temporary 
Pact  for  the  SWG 

Having  secured  its  six-month  “tempor- 
ary” basic  agreement  with  the  producers, 
putting  an  end  to  one  of  the  longest  labor 
controversies  in  Hollywood  history,  the 
Screen  Writers  Guild  now  is  turning  its 
attention  to  electing  officers  for  the  com- 
ing term.  Election  meeting  will  be  held 
November  13  and  a nominating  committee 
headed  by  David  Hertz  is  now  selecting  a 
slate  of  candidates  to  fill  the  positions  of 
president,  vice-president,  secretary,  trea- 
surer and  11  members  of  the  board  of 
directors,  in  addition  to  six  alternate  di- 
rectors. 

Arbitration  Setup 

Further,  it  has  called  a meeting  of  the 
executive  committee  for  October  7 to  com- 
plete plans  for  setting  up  arbitration 
machinery  and  other  contract  provisions. 

New  producer  contract  goes  into  effect 
October  10.  It  specifies  an  80  per  cent 
Guild  shop,  gives  the  SWG  exclusive  bar- 
gaining rights  for  scriveners  and  empow- 
ers it  to  decide  who  shall  receive  screen 
credits  on  any  piece  of  film  writing.  The 
SWG  agrees  not  to  call  a strike  during  the 
six-month  term  and  the  pact  provides  that 
negotiations  for  amendments  or  revisions 
may  be  reopened  at  any  time.  It  sets  no 
minimum  wage,  however.  Agreement  has 
been  signed  by  M-G-M,  Columbia,  20th 
Century-Pox,  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Warner, 
Paramount,  RKO  Radio  and  Universal. 

The  NIxRB  has  certified  the  motion  pic- 
ture painters  as  bargaining  agent  for 
scenic  artists  following  an  industry-wide 
election.  Painters  won  out  over  the  dis- 
puting Scenic  Artists  Ass’n  by  a four-to- 
one  margin. 

Aid  Chest  Drives 

First  meeting  of  the  new  Screen  Actors 
Guild  board  of  directors  was  held  Septem- 
ber 30.  In  addition  to  discussing  plans  for 
the  coming  year,  the  group  okayed  SAG 
participation  in  two  national  Community 
Chest  broadcasts  set  for  October  13  and 
20.  It  also  considered,  but  took  no  defi- 
nite action,  upon  a resolution  adopted  by 
the  “B”  council  asking  that  suspensions 
against  Mike  Morelli  and  Jack  Gordon, 
extras  now  on  the  ineligible  list,  be  lifted 
and  that  they  be  given  new  trials.  Morelli 
and  Gordon  were  suspended  on  charges 
they  had  used  physical  intimidation 
against  Central  Casting  Corp.  directors  in 
an  effort  to  obtain  work. 

In  a report  submitted  to  the  member- 
ship by  Pat  Somerset,  it  was  disclosed 
that  since  the  Guild  shop  became  effective 
in  1937,  $236,937.76  in  claims  for  SAG 
members  has  been  collected,  involving  17,- 
611  extras  and  167  seniors.  It  was  also  an- 
nounced that  franchises  to  date  have  been 
issued  to  140  Hollywood  agents  and  210 
sub-agents,  and  that  23  arbitration  suits 


have  been  filed  since  the  SAG-agent  fran- 
chise arrangement  was  made. 

Producers  and  Society  of  Film  Editors 
representatives  are  discussing  the  latter’s 
demands  for  a 10  per  cent  wage  increase 
for  certain  classifications.  lATSE  camera- 
men are  expected  to  submit  a request 
shortly  for  a five-day,  40-hour  week  and 
boosts  in  wage  scales.  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  held  a general  membership  meeting 
to  discuss  reopening  of  its  wage-hour  con- 
tract with  the  producers,  which  will  have 
been  in  effect  one  year  on  October  9. 

Wardrobe  manufacturers  met  with  Aub- 
rey Blair,  American  Federation  of  Labor 
organizer,  to  discuss  its  campaign  for  AFL 
affiliation  and  producer  recognition.  Blair 
also  met  with  the  costumers  local  for  the 
same  purpose. 

New  Slot  Film  Firm 
Backed  by  DeMille 

still  another  entry  in  the  coin-in-slot 
automatic  projection  field,  listing  Cecil 
B.  DeMille  as  its  principal  backer,  is  the 
Hollywood  Quality  Pictures,  Inc.,  organ- 
ized and  headed  by  Attorney  Neil  S.  Mc- 
Carthy to  produce  and  distribute  16mm 
subjects  and  to  manufacture  and  lease 
the  projectors,  yclept  Hollywood  Talki- 
tones. 

Associated  with  DeMille  and  McCarthy 
are  William  H.  Pine,  DeMille’s  executive 
aide,  and  Morris  and  Prank  Kozinsky,  dis- 
tributors and  operators  of  coin  machine 
devices,  who  will  distribute  the  machines 
and  films.  The  Talkitones  will  be  manu- 
factured by  the  company  itself. 

In  charge  of  film  production  will  be 
Herb  Moulton,  formerly  trailer  and  short 
subjects  producer  at  Paramoimt.  The  first 
year’s  quota  is  96,  to  run  three  minutes 
each.  First  batch  of  Talkitone  machines 
is  now  being  manufactured  and  plans  for 
starting  production  of  the  films  will  be 
announced  shortly. 

SMPE  Draits  Five-Day 
Convention  Program 

The  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers 
has  drafted  a five-day  program  for  the 
convention  which  opens  October  21  at  the 
Hollywood  Roosevelt  Hotel.  Schedule  in- 
cludes the  reading  of  some  30  papers  on 
technical  accomplishments,  ranging  from 
theatre  acoustics  to  recording  and  film 
editing,  camera  innovations,  film  process- 
ing and  radio  and  television  developments. 

Walt  Disney  will  host  the  group  at  a 
dinner  at  his  new  studio  and  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox executives  will  also  entertain. 
SMPE  President  E.  A.  Williford  is  in 
charge  of  arrangements. 


Mayer  Sel  to  Launch 
Fund  Drive  Oct.  14 

A large  red  circle  marks  off  October  14 
on  the  calendar  of  Louis  B.  Mayer,  chair- 
man of  the  Community  Chest’s  motion  pic- 
ture division,  as  the  day  on  which  the  an- 
nual charity  drive  is  to  be  launched  in  the 
film  colony.  Mayer  will  be  aided  in 
launching  the  drive  by  the  producers  asso- 
ciation and  its  president,  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man; various  screen  guilds  and  unions:  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Calif, 
and  Ariz.,  Pox  West  Coast,  and  other 
groups.  Total  quota  set  for  the  Los 
Angeles  Community  Chest  this  year  is  $2,- 
704,000,  of  which — as  per  custom — the 
Hollywood  percentage  will  be  considerable, 
although  no  set  goal  for  the  screen  capital 
has  been  established. 

On  schedule  for  October  6 at  Pickfair, 
Mary  Pickford’s  home,  is  a benefit  tea  for 
the  China  Aid  Council,  with  Rosalind  Rus- 
sell in  charge  of  arrangements.  Object  of 
the  affair  is  to  raise  funds  for  the  repair 
of  Chinese  hospitals  damaged  or  destroyed 
by  Japanese  bombs. 

British  Script  Ready 

W.  P.  Lipscomb  has  completed  his  script 
for  “Let  the  Rafters  Ring,”  to  be  pro- 
duced and  enacted  by  the  British  colony 
in  Hollywood,  for  benefit  of  the  British- 
American  War  Relief  Ass’n.  Production  is 
scheduled  to  start  about  mid-October  at 
the  RKO  Pathe  studios  with  Robert  Stev- 
enson in  charge  and  Alfred  Hitchcock, 
Frank  Lloyd,  Zoltan  Korda,  Edmund 
Goulding  and  other  pilots  taking  a hand 
in  its  staging.  Most  English  players  here 
are  set  for  roles  and  RKO  Radio  has 
agreed  to  distribute  it  at  cost. 

With  entire  proceeds  of  the  premiere 
going  to  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund 
and  the  British-American  Ambulance 
Corps,  the  heavy  rush  of  reservations  for 
the  “Thief  of  Bagdad”  premiere  at  the 
Carthay  Circle  October  17  has  caused 
those  in  charge  to  raise  the  tariff  to  $5 
for  all  seats.  When  placed  on  sale,  the 
ticket  scale  first  specified  $5  for  main 
floor  seats,  $2.50  for  the  mezzanine. 

Participation  of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
in  two  national  broadcasts  in  behalf  of 
the  forthcoming  Community  Chest  drive 
was  assured  when  the  SAG  directorate 
adopted  a resolution  agreeing  to  cooper- 
ate. Edward  Arnold,  George  Murphy  and 
Ralph  Morgan  comprise  a committee  ap- 
pointed to  handle  arrangements  for  the 
airshows,  which  are  scheduled  for  Octo- 
ber 13  and  20. 


A Metro  Story  Buy 

Metro  has  purchased  “Viva  Zapata,”  by 
Edgecomb  Pinchon,  author  also  of  “Viva 
Villa.” 
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"Bagdad"  Will  Bow 
In  Warm  Springs 

World  premiere  of  Alexander  Korda’s 
new  United  Artists  release,  “The  Thief  of 
Bagdad,”  has  been  set  for  Warm  Springs, 
Ga„  October  14  under  the  auspices  of 
President  Roosevelt  and  with  some  70 
children  and  adult  paralysis  sufferers  as 
the  honored  guests.  Sabu  and  June  Du- 
prez,  stars  of  the  film,  will  act  as  host 
and  hostess.  The  Warm  Springs  premiere 
will  be  preceded  by  a Hollywood  press  and 
trade  showing  at  the  Carthay  Circle  The- 
atre for  which  the  entire  seating  capacity 
has  been  taken  over. 

The  western  premiere  of  Korda’s  Tech- 
nicolor production  will  follow  October  17 
at  the  Carthay  Circle  with  all  proceeds 
going  to  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund 
and  the  British-American  Ambulance 
Corps.  A committee  of  19  feminine  Holly- 
wood notables  is  in  charge  of  ticket  sales 
and  souvenir  program  advertising,  includ- 
ing Mary  Pickford,  Mrs.  Ronald  Colman, 
Pat  Paterson  (Mrs.  Charles  Boyer),  Mrs. 
Harry  Ham,  Sylvia  Fairbanks.  Mrs. 
Charle.s  Bennett.  Virginia  Field.  Mrs. 
Basil  Bleck.  Judith  Anderson,  Mrs.  Eric 
Cleuerh.  Merle  Oberon.  Mrs.  William 
Hawks.  Joan  Marsh.  Mrs.  Zoltan  Korda, 
France.s  Robinson.  Mrs.  C.  Aubrey  Smith. 
Mrs.  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Anita  Louise  and 
Mrs.  Wesley  Ruegles. 

DeMille  Broadcast 

When  Paramount’s  “North  West  Mount- 
ed Police”  is  given  its  world  premiere  in 
Resrina.  Saskatchewan,  October  21,  a high- 
light of  the  affair  will  be  a broadcast 
through  the  Dominion  of  Canada  of  an 
address  by  Producer  C.  B.  DeMille  made 
at  the  studio  and  transcribed  on  record. 
Attending  the  Regina  event,  in  addition 
to  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  offi- 
cials and  civic  dignitaries,  will  be  Made- 
leine Carroll,  Preston  Poster  and  Lynne 
Overman,  who  appear  in  the  picture,  and 
William  H.  Pine,  DeMille’s  production  as- 
sistant. From  Regina  they  will  go  to  Chi- 


Chosen  as  new  members  of  Metro’s  stu- 
dio club  board  of  governors  were  Merle 
Chamberlin,  Danny  Gray,  Whitey  Hendry, 
Henry  Nelson  and  Walter  Strohm. 

* 

Roy  Disney,  vice -president  of  Walt 
Dis7iey  Productions,  has  returned  from  a 
business  jaunt  east. 

★ 

Producer  Erich  Pommer  of  RKO  Radio 
pulled  out  for  Gotham  to  line  up  talent  for 
his  next  picture. 

★ 

Producer  and  Mrs.  Edward  Small  are 
back  in  town  from  a trip  to  New  York 
during  which  they  caught  the  Broadway 
shows  a?id  Small  discussed  busmess  mat- 
ters with  United  Artists  executives. 

★ 

Republic’s  production  manager,  A1  Wil- 
son. left  for  the  east  on  his  first  New 
York  visit  in  four  years. 

★ 

Jack  Benny  and  Hilliard  Marx,  his 
brother-in-law,  have  returned  from  a 
motor -air -rail  trip  to  Chicago  and  New 
York  . . . Bill  Morrow,  one  of  Benny’s 
writers,  returned  from  a vacation  that 


cago  to  join  Gary  Cooper,  DeMille,  Pau- 
lette Goddard  and  Robert  Preston  for  the 
American  premiere  October  24. 

Proceeds  from  the  Regina  opening  go  to 
the  Royal  Canadian  Moimted  Police  to 
buy  relief  supplies  for  their  overseas  forces. 
Following  the  Chicago  premiere  the  pic- 
ture will  open  in  nine  key  U.  S.  cities  at 
advanced  prices — San  Francisco,  Los  An- 
geles, Minneapolis,  Portland,  Ore.,  Kansas 
City,  Milwaukee,  Louisville,  Portland,  Me., 
and  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

"Dictator”  October  15 

Also  scheduled  for  this  month  is  the 
world  premiere  of  Charles  Chaplin’s  “The 
Great  Dictator,”  for  United  Artists  release, 
which  opens  simultaneously  at  the  Astor 
and  Capitol  Theatres  in  New  York  Octo- 
ber 15. 

Warner  lined  up  an  imposing  list  of 
notables  to  comprise  the  Hollywood  dele- 
gation to  the  world  premiere  of  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American”  in  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  October  4.  Making  the  journey  from 
the  film  capital  were  Jack  L.  Warner; 
Bob  Hope,  who  was  master  of  ceremonies, 
and  Mrs.  Hope;  the  Pat  O’Briens,  the 
Donald  Crisps,  Ronald  Reagan  and  Jane 
Wyman,  Gale  Page,  Anita  Louise,  Robert 
Buckner,  Charlie  Ruggles,  Florence  Rice, 
Peggy  Diggins,  Rosemary  and  Lola  Lane, 
Elizabeth  Whitney  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S. 
Charles  Einfeld.  The  film  debuted  in  four 
South  Bend  theatres. 

Team  McCiea,  Stanwyck 
In  "Pioneer  Woman” 

Joel  McCrea  will  be  co-starred  with 
Barbara  Stanwyck  in  “Pioneer  Woman”  as 
the  second  picture  he  will  make  for  Para- 
mount under  his  new  contract.  William  A. 
Wellman  will  produce  and  direct  from  a 
story  by  W.  L.  River. 


PRC  Signs  Buell 

Producer’s  Releasing  Corp.  has  signed 
Jed  Buell  as  an  associate  producer,  his 
first  assignment  to  be  “Heaven  on  a 
Dime.”  Maude  Fulton  and  Vernon  Smith 
are  scripting  and  Buell  will  launch  pro- 
duction October  20  on  the  Fine  Arts  lot. 


took  him  to  Honolulu  and  Chicago. 

•k 

Eddie  Beloin,  another  of  Benny’s  scribes, 
is  back  from  a holiday  in  Mexico  City, 
Guatemala  City  and  Maine  . . . Also  in 
is  Eddie  (Rochester)  Anderson,  who  made 
personal  appearances  at  the  South  Da- 
kota State  Fair. 

* 

William  Hawks,  head  of  United  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.,  is  back  in  town  after  three 
weeks  in  New  York,  during  which  he  dis- 
cussed film-making  plans  with  President 
George  Schaefer  of  RKO  Radio,  through 
which  company  he  will  release. 

■k 

Among  the  last  of  Monogram’s  personnel 
to  establish  permanent  headquarters  here 
is  John  S.  Harrington,  manager  of  the 
company’s  print  and  accessories  depart- 
ment. Harrington  is  due  in  October  5 
from  New  York. 

* 

Director  Garson  Kanin  planes  to  New 
York,  October  6,  to  catch  the  opening  of 
“They  Knew  What  They  Wanted,”  which 
he  directed  for  RKO  Radio,  at  the  Radio 
City  Music  Hall. 


Shorts  Series  for 
Schools,  Churches 


Production  of  a series  of  short  subjects 
with  a religious  motif  for  distribution  in 
churches  and  schools  throughout  the  na- 
tion is  planned  by  Cathedral  Pictures 
Corp.,  newly  organized  by  the  Rev.  James 
K.  Friedrich  and  Jack  Coyle  as  a sub- 
sidiary to  Cathedral  Films,  Inc.  The  lat- 
ter company  will  continue  in  existence  in 
the  event  Friedrich  decides  to  make  any 
feature-length  pictures.  To  date  it  has 
made  but  one,  “The  Great  Command- 
ment,” which  was  purchased  by  20th 
Century-Fox. 

The  new  company  has  announced  a 
schedule  of  six  shorts,  one  of  which — “A 
Certain  Nobleman” — has  already  been 
completed.  Filming  will  start  late  this 
month  on  the  second,  dealing  with  the 
life  of  Christ  from  birth  to  his  12th  year; 
the  third  will  be  based  on  the  story  of 
the  Prodigal  Son;  the  fourth  is  titled 
“Zacchaeus.”  This  batch  of  six  will  be 
followed  by  six  more  under  the  general 
title  “Social  Living,”  presenting  the  ap- 
plication of  religious  principles  to  modern 
life.  Coyle  will  function  as  associate  pro- 
ducer and  director  and  is  gearing  his  set- 
up to  turn  out  one  a month. 

Tutlle  Forms  Company 

Frank  Tuttle  has  organized  a new  in- 
dependent company,  listing  three  pictures 
on  its  schedule — “Grand  Central  Mar- 
ket.” by  Vicki  Baum  and  Louis  Grove- 
man;  “Honolulu  Holiday,”  by  Ralph  Co- 
der. and  “How  to  Know  Women,”  by 
Tuttle  and  John  Bright.  Tuttle  is  now 
negotiating  for  a major  release. 

Robert.  Raphael  and  Raymond  Hakim. 
French  nroducers.  have  incorporated  New 
World  Productions,  with  its  first  picture 
tentatively  set  as  a remake  of  “Poll  de 
Carotte.”  which  the  Hakims  made  in 
France  in  1933. 

Richard  Rowland  ha-s  gunned  “Cheers 
for  Miss  Bishon.”  .starring  Martha  Scott, 
as  his  first  for  United  Artists  release. 
Tay  Garnett  is  directing.  Million  Dollar 
Productions  is  shooting  “Four  Shall  Die.” 
melodrama  with  an  all-Negro  cast.  Leo  C. 
Ponkm  is  the  director. 

Producers  Releasing  Corn.’s  24  fran- 
chise holders  sold  nearly  50  per  cent  of 
their  total  sales  reouirements  during  the 
first  six  weeks  of  the  1940-41  season,  ac- 
cording to  President  Harry  Rathner.  cur- 
rently in  Hollywood.  Now  shooting  for 
PRC  release  is  “Riders  of  Black  Moun- 
tain,” being  produced  bv  Sigmund  Neu- 
feld  and  starring  Tim  McCoy. 


Roosevelt  to  Sunervise 
Production  of  Quintet 

James  Roosevelt,  who  functions  as  chair- 
man of  the  board  for  Samuel  Bronston 
ProducUons.  has  taken  on  additional  du- 
ties with  the  announcement  that  he  will 
personally  supervise  the  making  of  five 
Bronston  films  for  United  Artists  release. 
First  will  be  the  Jack  London  novel,  “Mar- 
tin Eden.” 


Comedy  to  Columbia 

‘"The  Doctor’s  Husband,”  a comedy  by 
Dalton  Trumbo,  has  been  purchased  by 
Columbia  as  a possible  Wesley  Ruggles 
production. 
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Flaunting  a committee  and  sponsor- 
list  which  is  a veritable  Hollywood 
Who’s  Who,  Rosalind  Russell  mails 
out  personally  autographed  invitations  to 
a Chinese  Garden  Festival  at  Pickfair, 
staged  under  the  auspices  of  the  China  Aid 
Council  and  for  the  advertised  purpose  of 
“Relighting  the  Lamps  of  China.” 

Many  of  those  on  the  Aid  Council’s 
committee  would  do  well  to  devote  some 
thought  and  time  to  the  problem  of  re- 
lighting the  lamps  of  Hollywood. 


//  Spearheads  were  to  devote  space  to 
political  discussions,  it  might  ask  by  what 
logic  do  Robert  Montgomery , George  Mur- 
phy, Ralph  Morgan,  Porter  Hall  and  oth- 
ers prominent  in  organizing  and  support- 
ing the  liberal  Screen  Actors  Guild,  recon- 
cile their  work  in  behalf  of  unionism  with 
the  fact  that  they  are  prime  factors  in  the 
‘‘We  the  People”  committee  supporting  the 
candidacy  of  Wendell  Willkie. 

With  most  of  the  major  studios  spending 
thousands  of  dollars  upon  frantic  searches  for 
acting  talent  of  both  sexes.  Nan  Grey  should 
have  little  difficulty  in  aligning  herself  on  a 
long  term  deal  with  almost  any  one  of  them, 
following  her  departure  from  the  Universal 
roster  by  mutual  agreement. 

At  the  same  time  the  judgment  of  Univer- 
sal executives  might  be  questioned  for  al- 
lowing Miss  Grey,  who  has  established  her- 
self as  an  actress  of  charm  and  talent  in  sev- 
eral pictures,  to  slip  through  their  fingers.  U 
spokesmen  disclose  that  she  departed  be- 
cause of  dissatisfaction  with  the  typ  of  role 
that  was  assigned  her — for  which  she  can 
hardly  be  blamed  when  one  considers  that 
the  part  at  which  she  balked  was  in  a 12- 
chapter,  blood-and-thunder  serial. 

Victor  McLaglen  is  reported  fattening 
100  turkeys  at  his  Fresno  ranch  which  he 


will  distribute  among  his  pals  as  Xmas 
gifts. 

Which  should  establish  a bond  of  sym- 
pathy between  his  pals  and  his  fans. 

Samuel  Goldwyn’s  successful  premiere 
of  ‘‘The  W esterner”  in  Texas  might  have 
inspired  Harry  Sherman  to  debut  his  sage- 
brusher  de  luxe  at  the  Academy  Theatre 
on  distant  Manchester  Avenue,  which  was 
nearly  as  far  away  but  not  so  convenient, 
inasmuch  as  Sherman  neglected  to  furnish 
rolling  stock  for  the  sleeper  jump. 

And  exhibitors  booking  the  film  may 
avoid  being  accused  of  misrepresentation 
by  billing  it: 

“Cherokee  Strip” 

NOT  Starring  Gypsy  Rose  Lee. 

Warner  orchid-cultivators  make  much  of 
the  fact  that  Director  Raoul  Walsh's  cocker 
spaniel.  Champion  Ottershaw  Gerry,  who 
also  serves  as  mascot  of  the  "High  Sierra" 
troupe,  copped  the  blue  ribbon  at  the  Glen- 
dale dog  show. 

Walsh  might  do  better  if  he  threw  away 
the  picture  and  previewed  the  pooch. 

Dorothy  Harrison  of  Stoughton,  Wiscon- 


sin, recently  elected  Wisconsin  dairy  queen, 
has  been  cast  for  a role  in  Republic’s 
“Barnyard  Follies.” 

If  Hollywood  runs  true  to  form,  some 
enterprising  producer  will  next  co-star 
Dorothy  with  Gene  Towne’s  over-touted 
bovine  belle,  Elsie. 

Attached  to  the  invitations  to  Warner's 
"Knute  Rockne"  preview  were  miniature  gold 
footballs  of  the  type  awarded  to  college  grid- 
iron heroes  when  they  die  for  dear  ol' 
Rutgers. 

Henceforth,  observers  of  Hollywood  vests 
will  be  amazed  at  the  number  of  ex-quarter- 
backs from  Minsk  Tech,  Oomsk  State  Teach- 
ers and  Kiev  Christian. 

Ballyhoodlums  — Credit  Cliff  Lewis’ 
Paramounties  with  a clever  mailing  piece 
to  the  press,  a card  bearing  a lock  of  Doro- 
thy Lamour’s  hair  (allegedly  genuine)  and 
an  appropriate  message  beating  the  drum 
for  “Moon  Over  Burma.”  Stunt  might 
have  been  more  effective  had  they  sent 
around  pieces  of  La  Lamour  and  kept  the 
shorn  tresses  ...  It  wasn’t  necessary  to 
announce  that  Bob  Speers  was  vacation- 
ing. His  absence  asserted  itself  in  the  de- 
crease in  newsworthiness  of  Paramount’s 
daily  Spot  News  . . . Ted  Loeff,  who  wears 
himself  to  a frazzle  cultivating  an  occa- 
sional gardenia  for  Stephens-Lang,  shouts 
about  “one  of  the  largest  cooperative  tie- 
ups”  between  his  client  and  the  American 
Gas  Association.  Why  go  so  far  afield 
when  the  tieup  could  have  been  effected 
with  Loeff?  . . . Jules  Seltzer,  recently-re- 
signed Roach  praiser,  joins  the  Western 
Advertising  Agency.  Announcement  of  his 
new  connection  declares  his  duties  will  in- 
clude the  “conception,  creation  and  pro- 
duction of  advertising,  publicity  and  ex- 
ploitation for  the  motion  picture  industry.” 
A fair-sized  assignment,  but  Seltzer  is  just 
the  guy  wot  can  do  it. 


Melody,  Mirth,  Mavericks,  Mediocre 


The  top  side  of  the  week’s  previewed 
celluloid  leaned  toward  the  lighter  side  in 
film  entertainment,  a musical  and  an  un- 
adulterated comedy  vieing  for  the  largest 
cut  of  critical  acclaim. 

Its  handsome  budgetary  proportions  in- 
dicate first  consideration  for  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox’s “Down  Argentine  Way,”  a skill- 
ful blend  of  most  of  the  ingredients  tried 
and  proven  in  previous  filmusicals.  Re- 
juvenated through  ultra-modern  treat- 
ment of  the  higher-than-normal-quality 
story  structure  by  Darrell  Ware  and  Karl 
Tunberg,  from  an  original  by  Rian  James 
and  Ralph  Spence,  these  aforementioned 
ingredients  are  combined  into  what  should 
achieve  a place  among  the  new  season’s 
most  popular  and  profitable  entries  in  the 
musical  category.  Added  assets  include  a 
romantic  South  American  atmosphere, 
catchy  tunes  and  big-time  specialty  num- 
bers, action  and  tempo  through  horserac- 
ing sequences  and  strikingly  beautiful 
Technicolor  photography.  As  associate 
producer  Harry  Joe  Brown  mounted  it 
with  opulence  and  Irving  Cummings,  who 
directed,  displayed  his  usual  finesse  in  the 
assignment. 

So  streamlined  that  only  two  elements 
of  the  old  stage  hit — the  title  and  a gen- 
eral idea  that  the  heroine  should  be  as 
naive  as  a Laplander  and  as  nutty  as  a 
fruitcake — remain,  Metro’s  “Dulcy”  has 
been  adeptly  fashioned  for  modern  audi- 
ence enjoyment.  Much  of  the  credit  must 
go  to  Albert  Mannheimer,  Jerome  Chodo- 


rov  and  Joseph  A.  Fields,  who  used  the 
George  S.  Kaufman-Marc  Connelly  play 
as  the  framework  for  their  script.  They 
tailored  the  piece  to  fit  Ann  Sothern’s  par- 
ticular brand  of  clowning  like  a two-hun- 
dred-dollar  suit  and  Edgar  Selwyn,  who 
produced,  surrounded  the  star  with  a 
grade  A supporting  cast.  The  same 
riotous,  screwball  pace  is  maintained  in  S. 
Sylvan  Simon’s  direction. 

* * * 

Harry  Sherman’s  “Cherokee  Strip”  was 
the  only  western  to  find  its  way  on  the 
debut  program.  It  is  sagebrush  melo- 
drama of  the  first  order,  more  highly- 
budgeted  than  Sherman’s  regular  series 
pictures  for  Paramount;  a factor  which  re- 
flects itself  advantageously  in  production 
values  without  sacrificing  the  speedy  mo- 
tivation so  typical  of  this  veteran  film- 
maker’s pictures.  The  script  by  Norman 
Houston  and  Bernard  McConville,  from 
McConville’s  original,  is  novel  in  that  it 
adds  a good  old-fashioned  southern  feud 
to  the  regular  accoutrements  of  standard 
western  fare;  while  rugged,  beautiful  out- 
door backgrounds  and  a stirring  musical 
score  add  to  the  film’s  excellence.  Ably 
directed  by  Lesley  Selander,  it  in  many 
respects  approaches  the  super-western 
classification. 

if.  -if.  ^ 

A trio  of  programmers  possessing  vary- 
ing quantities  of  merit  included  Mono- 


gram’s “That  Gang  of  Mine,”  a creditably 
turned-out  racetrack  drama  that  has  been 
amply  equipped  to  serve  in  the  supporting 
spot.  William  Lively’s  script  is,  perhaps, 
a bit  long  on  dialogue  and  correspondingly 
short  on  action,  but  Producer  Sam  Katz- 
man  more  or  less  nullified  this  shortcom- 
ing by  lining  up  an  entirely  competent 
cast.  Joseph  Lewis  directed. 

There  isn’t  a great  deal  to  recommend 
in  Republic’s  “Melody  and  Moonlight”  ex- 
cept for  what  selling  strength  may  lie  in 
the  names  of  Vera  Vague  and  Jerry  Co- 
lonna,  well-known  to  radio  listeners.  The 
vehicle,  scripted  by  Bradford  Ropes  from 
an  original  by  David  Silverstein,  and 
dubbed  a musical  comedy,  is  neither  very 
musical  nor  outstandingly  comic.  The 
cast  otherwise  is  lustreless  and  the  film 
will  probably  suffice  best  as  dual-pro- 
gram material.  Robert  North  produced. 

If  judged  for  plausibility  of  story,  cast 
and  direction.  Paramount’s  “The  Quarter- 
back” probably  won’t  make  All-American 
honors.  Viewed  with  the  tongue-in-cheek 
attitude  which  doubtless  was  assumed  by 
those  who  made  it,  however,  it  may  be 
considered  a first-string  entry  that 
shouldn’t  find  it  too  tough  to  score  a 
profitable  number  of  touchdowns  at  the 
boxoffice.  Comedy  content  is  higher  than 
average  for  films  of  this  type  and  Robert 
Pirosh,  who  scripted,  veered  from  formula 
by  putting  the  inevitable  campus  hero  in 
a dual  role.  H.  Bruce  Humberstone  di- 
rected for  Producer  Anthony  Veiller. 
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Miol  iytv  ood — 

— Pe  rsonnelities 


Barnstormers 

Columbia 

BILI-  KI.I.IOTT  and  I)l  H TAYI-Olt,  western 
stars,  Open  p.  a.  tour  in  Austin,  Tex.,  October  28. 

Samuel  Goldwyn 

JON  HALL,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  FRAN- 
CKS l.,ANGI'OUI),  to  open  p.  a.  tour  at  the  Para- 
mount Theatre  in  New  York  October  IG. 

Metro 

ANN  Kl''l’HKKFOKI)  trains  for  Greenvillt^ 
S.  C.,  to  be  guest  starlet  at  annual  cotton  festival. 

JKANKTTF:  MacDONALD  and  NKLSON  KDDY 
to  leave  on  separate  concert  lours  late  in  Janu* 
ary,  it  having  been  decided  that  the  famous  co- 
starring  team  should  not  appear  together  in  the 
same  cities.  Each  will  appear  in  about  thirty 
cities,  and  will  return  in  April. 

Republic 

GKNE  Al'TKY  checks  out  October  5 for  New 
York  to  open  a three-week  rodeo  engagement. 
Thence  he  goes  to  Boston  and  Toronto,  return- 
ing here  in  November. 

Blur her  s 

Alexander  Korda 

UIX8EI.I.  niKDWKI.L  AND  ASSOCIATES 

placed  in  < omplete  charge  of  all  roadshows  and 
other  engagements  of  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad’’ 
in  the  United  States,  Canada  and  South  Ameri- 
ca. The  Birdwell  organization  will  handle  play- 
dates,  publicity,  exploitation  and  advertising  and 
will  coordinate  the  selling  campaign  by  geo- 
graphic sectors. 

KUSSEl.L  IlIKDWELL  checks  out  for  New  York 
to  confer  with  Murray  Silverstone,  United  Art- 
ists head,  on  choice  of  a theatre  for  the  Gotham 
booking  of  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad." 

Paramount 

DEE  LOWKANCE  joins  studio  publicity  staff 
as  fashion  contact.  Miss  Lowrance,  formerly  with 
I'nited  Artists’  New  York  office  and.  recently, 
substituting  for  Ruth  Penney,  RKO  Radio  stu- 
dio fashion  contact,  reports  immediately. 

SANFOKD  31.  AIiKAHA3I  joins  advertising 
staff  to  work  with  Lou  Harris  on  trailers. 

DOB  SPEEDS  checks  out  for  Victoria,  B.  C.. 
on  his  annual  holiday.  3Irs.  Si)eers  accompanies. 

United  Artists 

GEOKGK  G031PEDS,  aide  to  Monroe  Greenthal, 
checks  in  to  take  charge  of  UA’s  pre-selling  of- 
fice. Gomiiers  comes  in  from  Oenver.  where  he 
has  spent  the  summer. 

Universal 

El'GENE  Ml'KEIIV  added  to  public  ity  staff  as 
assistant  to  John  Joseph;  JAG(H'ES  DOSEN- 
STEIN  gi  veil  unit  publicity  i)Ost. 

Warner 

IKVING  HEHIN’E  heads  for  South  Bend  to  aid 
in  shaping  camijaign  for  October  4 premiere  of 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American." 

Brieiies 

Republic 

HAHKIETT  PARSONS  signed  to  producer,  di- 
rect and  write  a series  of  12  one-reelers  to  be 
called  “Hollywood  Highlights."  It  is  the  first 
time  the  studio  has  entered  the  short  subjects 
field.  Each  reel  will  have  a definite  theme  and 
releases  are  to  be  timed  one  a month,  the  first  to 
go  into  distribution  November  lo. 

Cleiiers 

Ernst  Lubitsch 

W'ERNER  HEYMANN  to  write  score  for  “Di- 
vorces," which  Lubitsch  will  make  for  United 
Artists  release. 

Metro 

(ihvORGlE  S'l'OLL'S  score  for  “Hullalialoo"  re- 
t orded  by  CONSTANTIN  BAKALEINIKOFF 
conducting  a 50-piece  orchestra. 

DOFGL.VS  MoPHAIL  completes  final  song  re- 
cordings for  his  numbers  in  “Little  Nellie  Kelly." 

ROGER  EDENS  and  GFS  KAHN  write  “Riding 
the  Range,"  western  tune,  as  a featured  numl)er 
in  “Go  AVest." 

Paramount 

PHIL  BOUTl^LJE  begins  pre-scoring  on 


“You’re  the  One,"  with  Bonnie  Baker,  who  will 
star,  singing  the  title  number. 

JI3I31Y  VAN  HEFSEN  and  JOHNNY  Bl  RKE 
to  write  words  and  music  for  six  songs  to  be 
used  in  the  Bing  Crosby-Bob  Hope-l  )orothy  La- 
mour  vehicle,  “Road  to  Zanzibar.” 

VICTOR  YOI  NC;  and  ANDREA  SETARO  scor- 
ing "Moon  Over  Burma." 

RKO  Radio 

MATTY  MAENECK  and  .JOHNNY  MEKOEK 

spot  a new  tune,  “Central  Park,"  in  the  Bob 
Crosby  starrer,  “Let’s  Find  a Song."  It  will  be 
sung  by  Jacqueline  Nash.  11-year-old  discovery. 

20th  Century-Fox 

LEO  UOBIN  and  KAI.PH  KAINGEK  doing 
music  and  lyrics  for  “Stand  Up  and  Cheer." 

MACK  GORDON  and  HARRY  WARREN  to 
write  score  for  “Tall,  Dark  and  Handsome." 

Warner 

HEINZ  KOEMHELI)  and  RAY  HEINDOKF 

complete  score  for  “Honeymoon  for  Three." 

DMITRI  TI03IKIN  signed  to  compose  original 
musical  score  for  Frank  Capra’s  “Meet  John  Doe.” 

Loanouts 

Republic 

JULIA  DUNCAN  borrowed  from  Universal  for 
the  feminine  lead  in  “The  Bad  Man  From  Rio," 
Don  Barry  western  which  George  Sherman  is 
producing  and  directing. 

Meggers 

Metro 

EDWARD  CAHN  to  “Too  Many  Sisters,"  an 
Our  Gang  comedy  short. 

ROY  ROWLAND  to  “You,  the  People,”  a 
Crime  Does  Not  Pay  short  exposing  balloting 
frauds. 

Harry  Sherman 

HOWARD  BRETHERTON  to  •Bullets  and 
Bandits,"  next  Hopalong  Cassidy  western  for 
Paramount,  rolling  October  14. 

20th  Century-Fox 

DAVID  BI  RTON  replaces  SHEPARD  TRAl  BE 

on  “Dance  Hall."  Traube  will  be  given  another 
assignment. 

HARRY  LACH.MAN  to  “Breach  of  Discipline" 
for  tlie  Sol  AVurtzel  production  unit. 

Universal 

FORD  BEEBE  and  RAY'  T.YYI.OR  to  "Kiders 
of  Death  Valley,"  high-budgeted  serial  for  which 
Buck  Jones,  Dick  Foran,  Nan  Grey,  Charles  Bick- 
ford and  Leo  Carrillo  are  set.  Henry  MacRae 
will  produce  from  a script  by  Clarence  Upson 
A’oung. 

Warner 

WILLIAM  KEIGHLEY  to  “Sergeant  York,”  the 
Jesse  L.  Lasky  production  starring  Gary  Cooper. 

Options 

Larry  Darmour 

BUCK  JONES  signed  for  the  lead  in  "White 
Eagle,”  serial  to  be  made  for  Columbia  release. 

Forum  Films 

ROBFiRT  1),  IRELAND  joins  staff  as  a.ssociate 
producer  with  "Minutes  Are  Pennies’'  as  his  first 
assignment. 

Frank  Lloyd 

.\R(TI  OBOLER  given  term  contract  as  writer- 
director,  with  scripting  and  megging  on  “The 
Flying  Yorkshirernan"  as  his  first  assignment. 
This  vehicle  will  follow  “The  Lady  From  Chey- 
enne on  Lloyd’s  1940-41  schedule  for  Universal. 
Oboler  is  a radio  producer,  writer  and  director. 

Metro 

LAN  HUNTER  given  second  male  lead  in  the 
Hedy  Lamarr-James  Stewart  vehicle,  “Come  Live 
AVith  Me."  which  Clarence  Brown  is  directing. 

H.VROLD  GELMAN,  voice  coach,  joins  music 
department  under  Nat  Kinston. 

Paramount 

EUGF^NK  PAIvIjETTE  signed  to  portray  Henry 
Fonda’s  father  in  “Lady  Eve." 

Republic 

S3IILF2Y  Bl'RNF7rTFl  held  for  another  year  to 


appear  in  the  Gene  Autry  westerns  as  comedy 
lead. 

RKO  Radio 

DIGSI  ARN.AZ,  Cuban  actor,  dancer  and  singer, 
given  new  term  contract. 

BETTY  UOMPSON,  silent  star,  booked  for  a 
tojiline  in  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith." 

20th  Century-Fox 

GIGNIG  TIIGRNEY,  featured  player,  held  for  an- 
other term. 

IGRNFJST  PALAIF'R,  cameraman,  given  new 
contract. 

SIGYMOl'R  F^IOLIX,  dance  director,  given  term 
lommitment. 

Warner 

MARIS  WRIXON,  featured  player,  held  for 
anotlier  term.  She  is  currently  in  "The  Lady 
With  Red  Hair." 

JJGAN  NIGGULESUO,  writer-director,  given  new 
term  contract. 


Scripters 

Columbia 

ROBERT  ANDREWS  to  “The  Edge  of  Running 
Water,"  by  AA’illiam  Sloane,  to  star  Boris  Karloff, 

(iF^ORGE  SKI.,AR  to  “Amateur  Angel,"  a 
Charles  R.  Rogers  production. 

Freelance 

DF'^SIDIGR  PEK  completes  “Forty  Thousand 
Smiths,"  a stage  comedy  in  three  acts,  which 
will  oi)en  at  the  Ben  Bard  Playhouse  October  22. 
Pek  is  i)roducing  and  Don  Brodie  directs. 

Sol  Lesser 

ROSE  FRANKEN  and  WILLIAM  BROWN 
MIGLONFIY  complete  “Strange  Victory,"  which 
Lesser  will  make  for  United  Artists. 

Metro 

DOUGLAS  F'OSTIGR  to  “You  the  People."  a 
Crime  Does  Not  Pay  short. 

Paramount 

JAMFIS  GOAV  to  “Ballerina."  Gregory  Ratoff 
will  direct. 

Republic 

FIUGFjNF]  SOLOAV  polishing  “Bowery  Boy," 
an  Armand  Schaefer  production. 

PAUL  YAWITZ  to  “Sis  Hopkins."  forthcoming 
Judy  Canova  starrer,  which  Sol  C.  Siegel  will 
produce, 

WINSTON  MILLER  to  “Old  Mill  Stream." 
forthcoming  Gene  Autry  western. 

RICHARD  Ml’RPHY  to  an  untitled  Gene  Autry 
sagebruslier. 

RKO  Radio 

NORMAN  COinVIN  and  .JOHN  TWIST  com- 
plete “Two  on  an  Island,"  from  the  play  by 
Elmer  Rice. 

VICTOR  HEIGRAIAN  and  SARAH  MASON  pol- 
ishing Harold  Lloyd’s  “Three  Girls  and  a Gob." 

IGDArUND  NORTH  to  “Hang  Out  the  Moon" 
fur  Producer  Frederir  Ullman  jr. 

20th  Century-Fox 

GIGORGE  15KUCE  to  “Eadie  AA^'as  a Lady,”  from 
his  own  original.  Lou  Edelman  will  produce. 

JACK  ANDREWS  to  “Caribbean  Cruise,"  a 
sequel  to  “Down  Argentine  AA'’ay." 

LAWRFINCFj  KIMBLE  to  an  untitled  “Cisco 
Kid"  story  for  Producers  Walter  Morosco  and 
Ralph  Dietrich. 

IRVING  CUMMINIiS  JR.  and  AVILLIA3I  CON- 
SFjLMAN  JR.  to  “The  Last  of  the  Duanes,"  from 
a story  by  Zane  Grey,  to  star  George  Montgomery. 

ARTHIR  FITZ-RICHARDS  and  GINA  KAUS 
teamed  on  “Breach  of  Discipline.” 

IvAWRF^NCF^  KIMBLE  to  an  untitled  original. 

JOHN  LARKIN  to  “Dead  Men  Tell,”  a Charlie 
Chan  sleuther,  for  Producers  Walter  Morosco 
and  Ralph  Dietrich. 

GF’.ORGF]  BRUCF"  to  “Sergeant  Sam  Dreben." 
Fred  Kohlmar  produces. 

U)U  BRESU)W  to  an  untitled  Joan  Davis 
starrer. 

Universal 

LARRY  RHINF:  and  BEN  CHAPMAN  to  “Buck 
Privates,"  a Richard  Arlen-Andy  Devine  feature 
which  Ben  Pivar  will  produce. 

ALEX  GOTTLIFM5  doing  added  dialogue  on 
"Trail  of  the  Vigilantes," 

('LARFjNCF2  UPSON  YOl?NG  to  “Riders  of 
Death  Valley,"  forthcoming  serial. 

STANLIOY’^  RUBIN  to  “Six  Lessons  From  Mad- 
ame LaZonga."  Joseph  Sanford  is  the  producer. 

Warner 

FLRICH  STEINDORFF  to  “At  Night  They 
Part." 

ROBERT  PRI:SNF:LL  teamed  with  HARRY 
CLORK  on  “Four  Cheers  for  Mother,"  which 
Robert  Lord  is  to  produce. 

BEN  3IARKSON  to  “Stuff  of  Heroes.” 

HARRY  CHANDL1:f:  and  ABF^M  F'lNKFM. 
complete  “Sergeant  York.” 
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A Committee  for  Willkie 
Takes  Shape  on  Coast 

Following  Wendell  Willkie’s  recent  local 
visit,  screen  stars  with  Republican  lean- 
ings have  formed  the  “We  the  People” 
committee  to  support  the  GOP  nominee  in 
his  battle  for  the  presidency.  Robert 
Montgomery,  general  chairman,  is  lining 
up  Hollywood  talent  to  appear  at  Willkie 
campaign  sessions  in  this  area,  the  first 
volunteer  being  Ralph  Morgan,  who  spoke 
before  a Young  Republican  group  meeting 
in  Huntington  Park. 

Committee  members  include,  in  addi- 
tion to  Montgomery  and  Morgan:  Jeanette 
MacDonald,  Gene  Raymond,  Mary  Pick- 
ford,  Charles  (Buddy)  Roger’s,  Billy  Bake- 
well,  Doris  Kenyon,  Prances  Dee,  Joel  Mc- 
Crea,  Cary  Grant,  Rosalind  Russell,  Ar- 
thur Lake,  Porter  Hall,  Roger  Pryor,  Ann 
Sothern,  George  Murphy,  Ray  Milland, 
Lynne  Overman,  Otto  Kruger,  Guy  Kibbee, 
Eugene  Zukor,  Raymond  Walburn,  Rod  La 
Rocque,  James  Kevin  McGuinness  and 
Ginger  Rogers. 

Roosevelt  Committee  Active 

Meantime  the  Hollywood-for-Roosevelt 
Committee  has  been  active  in  entertaining 
Henry  A.  Wallace,  Democratic  nominee  for 
the  vice-presidency.  Chairman  Pat  O’Brien 
met  Wallace  in  San  Bernardino  and  ac- 
companied him  to  Hollywood,  where  nu- 
merous affairs  were  scheduled  in  his 
honor.  Film  colony  Democrats  are  also 
preparing  to  entertain  Edward  J.  Flynn, 
chairman  of  the  national  Democratic  Com- 
mittee, due  here  shortly.  Added  to  the 
HRC  is  a writers’  sub-group  comprising 
Allan  Rivkin,  Philip  Dunne,  Mary  Mc- 
Call jr.,  Don  Hartman,  Dudley  Nichols, 
Dore  Schary  and  Talbot  Jennings. 


Republic  Repacts  Burnette 
Republic  has  re-signed  Smiley  Burnette 
for  another  year  to  appear  in  the  Gene 
Autry  westerns  as  comedy  lead. 


ANGELS  OVER  BROADWAY  (Col)— In  his 
triple  threat  debut  as  a writer-producer- 
director,  Ben  Hecht  places  heart  of  New 
York  under  a microscope  with  the  seamy 
side  lenseward,  and  views  it  with  a cyni- 
cal eye.  After  considerable  fishing  around 
with  a philosophical  probe — and  no  small 
amount  of  footage — he  contrives  to  turn 
the  Manhattan  ticker  to  reveal  a more  hu- 
man facet.  Just  how  this  clinical  experi- 
ment in  celluloid  will  register  as  entertain- 
ment is  undoubtedly  dependent  upon  indi- 
vidual tastes.  The  more  venturesome  and 
sophisticated  patrons  will  probably  acclaim 
the  film  for  its  brittle  and  biting  dialogue, 
several  praiseworthy  performances  and  the 
fact  that,  above  all,  it  is  definitely  different. 
Doubt  may  be  expressed,  however,  con- 
cerning the  feature's  possibilities  of  gener- 
ating mass  interest  in  profitable  quantities. 

DRUMS  OF  THE  DESERT  (Mono) — Here  is  a 
story  of  life,  love  and  adventure  in  the 
foreign  legion  which  could  have  been  con- 
sideroble  of  a picture  had  it  been  treated 
to  a larger  budget  and  entrusted  to  a 
more  competent  cast.  As  is.  Producer  Paul 
Malvern  did  a bang  up  job  considering  the 


October  Production 
Outlook  Is  Bright 

With  seven  pictures  due  to  hit  the  start- 
ing line  next  week,  production  pace  for  the 
balance  of  October  apparently  will  be 
geared  to  a top  tempo.  'The  remainder  of 
the  month  will  see  at  least  15  more  films 
going  into  work,  while  seven  others  have 
been  penciled  in  for  November  launchings. 

The  banner  day,  thus  far,  is  October  7. 
At  that  time  Warner  will  gun  “Carnival,” 
“Hard  Luck  Dame”  and  “Church  Mouse.” 
Universal  is  to  start  “The  Invisible 
Woman”  and  “Trail  of  the  Vigilantes,” 
while  Republic  will  launch  “Border 
Legion.”  RKO  Radio  follows  the  next  day 
with  “The  Saint  in  Palm  Springs.” 

October  14  will  see  Warner’s  “Three 
Strangers,”  Paramount’s  “New  York 
Town”  and  “Lady  Eve”  and  Columbia’s 
“Penny  Serenade”  going  before  the  cam- 
eras. Metro  rolls  “Ziegfeld  Girl”  two  days 
later,  Hal  Roach  guns  “Topper  Returns” 
for  United  Artists  October  20  and  Warner 
starts  “January  Heights,”  October  21. 

Other  starters  during  the  month  include 
Warner’s  “Strawberry  Blonde”  and  “Fifty 
Thousand  Fliers,”  October  25;  RKO 
Radio’s  “Before  the  Fact”  and  “Debu- 
tantes, Inc.,”  and  Universal’s  “Nice  Girl,” 
“The  Black  Cat”  and  a serial,  “Riders  of 
Death  Valley.” 

The  November  schedule  already  lists 
Paramount’s  “The  Road  to  Zanzibar”  for 
November  4;  “Skylark,”  November  18; 
“Las  Vegas  Nights”  and  “There’s  Always 
Juliet,”  November  25.  RKO  Radio  rolls 
“Blood  Will  Tell”  early  in  the  month  and 
Republic’s  “Valley  of  the  Moon”  gets  un- 
der way  November  18. 


Buys  "A  Cool  Million" 

Columbia  has  purchased  “A  Cool  Mil- 
lion,” a story  by  Boris  Ingster  and  Nathan- 
iel West. 


means  at  hand  and  has  delivered  a film 
which  will  have  no  difficulty  in  scoring  as 
supporting  fare  in  average  situations. 
George  Waggner  directed. 

GAMBLING  ON  THE  HIGH  SEAS  (WB)— 
Dramatic  pace  is  the  sole  redeeming  fea- 
ture of  this  gangster  melodrama.  Perform- 
ances are  no  better  than  any  number  of 
others  in  other  productions  that  have  stories 
in  which  the  crusading  reporter  sets  out, 
with  the  aid  of  an  attractive  miss,  to  “mini- 
mize'' a gangster.  Wayne  Morris  and  Jane 
Wyman  head  the  cast.  George  Amy  di- 
rected. 

MEXICAN  SPITFIRE  OUT  WEST  (RKO)— Lupe 
Velez  shares  the  billing,  but  Leon  Errol 
does  all  the  work  in  the  latest  episode  re- 
lating the  fantastic  adventures  of  Lord 
Epping  and  his  fiery  girl  friend.  As  p/’o- 
gram  fare  it  assays  high  in  hilarity,  due 
not  only  to  Errol's  drollery  in  a dual  role, 
but  also  because  of  ingeniously  concocted 
farce  script.  It  should  set  laugh  records 
among  fans  of  the  slapstick  school.  Cliff 
Reid  produced;  Leslie  Goodwins  directed. 


Harry  Warner  East  for 
Meeting  of  Directors 

Making  his  first  trip  east  in  several 
years,  H.  M.  Warner  is  in  New  York  for 
homeoffice  conferences  and  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  Warner  board  of  direc- 
tors. Jack  L.  left  this  week  to  join  him. 

Samuel  Goldwyn  has  returned  from  New 
York,  where  he  journeyed  to  take  care  of 
various  business  matters  following  his 
jaunt  to  Fort  Worth  and  Dallas  to  attend 
the  premieres  of  “The  Westerner.”  In  the 
east  he  engaged  a lawyer  to  replace  the 
late  Max  Steuer  as  his  attorney. 

To  confer  with  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
executives,  Hal  Roach  left  for  Philadel- 
phia for  a ten-day  stay.  He  will  discuss 
plans  for  filming  “Broadway  Limited,”  a 
railroad  picture  in  which  he  hopes  to  use 
some  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad’s 
equipment. 

J.  J.  Nolan  is  back  at  his  RKO  Radio 
desk  after  a trip  to  New  York  to  confer 
with  President  George  Schaefer  and  a 
short  stay  on  his  Connecticut  farm.  Si 
Seadler,  M-G-M  advertising  executive,  re- 
turned to  his  New  York  office  upon 
termination  of  a week’s  huddles  with  stu- 
dio executives  on  fall  and  winter  release 
campaigns. 

Here  for  another  week  will  be  Jack 
Cohn,  Abe  Montague  and  Abe  Schneider 
of  Columbia.  In  conferences  with  Harry 
Cohn  they  will  line  up  eight  pictui’es  to 
start  within  the  next  six  weeks  and  will 
discuss  premiere  and  release  plans  for 
“Arizona.” 

Joseph  M.  Schenck  has  returned  to  his 
20th  Century-Fox  post  after  two  weeks  in 
New  York  discussing  business  matters 
with  homeoffice  executives. 

President  Sidney  R.  Kent  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox has  arrived  from  New  York  to 
embark  upon  a series  of  conferences  with 
Darryl  Zanuck,  William  Goetz  and  other 
studio  executives. 

George  Haight  to  Metro 
As  Associate  Producer 

Metro  has  signed  George  Haight  to  a 
long-term  contract  as  an  associate  pro- 
ducer. He  has  been  given  no  assignment 
as  yet.  Haight,  who  had  been  producing 
for  RKO  Radio  for  the  past  two  years, 
left  that  lot  upon  completion  of  the  Gin- 
ger Rogers-Ronald  Colman  vehicle,  “Lucky 
Partners.” 

Nat  Pendleton,  featured  comedian,  has 
checked  off  the  M-G-M  lot  after  a seven- 
year  association  and  will  head  east  short- 
ly to  do  personal  appearances  and  radio 
work. 

Shift  in  Republic’s  production  personnel 
finds  Lou  Gray,  formerly  assistant  to  Pro- 
ducer Harry  Grey,  handed  supervisory 
reins  on  the  “Three  Mesquiteers”  westerns, 
with  Harry  Grey  moving  up  a notch  to 
handle  the  Gene  Autry  sagebrushers.  The 
Autry  films  had  been  under  the  wing  of 
William  Berke,  who  checked  off  the  lot. 

Nan  Grey’s  acting  contract  with  Uni- 
versal has  been  abrogated  by  mutual 
agreement,  the  actress  having  expressed 
herself  as  being  dissatisfied  with  the  roles 
assigned  her.  Miss  Grey’s  last  picture  was 
“A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven,”  not  yet  released. 


Chest  Drive  Topic 

Regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  produc- 
ers association,  with  Y.  Frank  Freeman 
presiding,  is  to  be  held  October  7,  with 
spokesmen  for  the  Hays  office  indicating 
that,  in  addition  to  the  usual  discussion  of 
labor  problems  and  other  industry  matters, 
a thorough  study  of  the  forthcoming  Com- 
munity Chest  drive  will  be  in  order. 


(Additional  Review  Flashes  on  page  24) 
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A Militant  Course  Is 
Hinted  by  PCCITO 

Los  Angeles — The  Pacific  Coast  Con- 
ference of  Independent  Theatre  Owners 
— which,  since  its  organization  and  under 
the  general  secretaryship  of  Robert  H. 
Poole,  has  displayed  every  indication  of  a 
conciliation  and  appeasement  policy — has 
apparently  decided  to  perform  a sharp  left 
turn  toward  militancy,  if  the  editorial  and 
news  column  content  of  the  current  issue 
of  Index,  official  organizational  bulletin, 
can  be  accepted  as  a criterion. 

Secretary  Poole  declined  to  definitely 
confirm  a premeditated  change  in  the  or- 
ganization’s policy,  hinting  that  a be- 
tween-the-lines  perusal  of  Index  told  its 
own  story,  and  further  vaguely  hinting 
that  the  controversial  material  in  the  bul- 
letin was  prepared  and  printed  upon  in- 
struction from  his  trustees. 

The  straws-in-the-wind  blasts  which  de- 
fined the  obvious  PCCITO  policy  about- 
face  included: 

Under  a headline  declaring  “Big  Sala- 
ries Handed  to  Film  Stars,”  sub-headed 
“Exhib  Pays  Freight,”  Index  seeks  to  infer 
that  small  independent  showmen  whom  it 
claims  are  “faced  with  almost  virtual  con- 
fiscation” of  their  profits  because  of  “pro- 
hibitive” increases  in  film  rentals,  are  in 
more  of  a “quandary”  than  ever  since  pub- 
lication of  a U.  S.  government  report  on 
high-income  earners. 

Reprints  List  of  Salaries 

The  article  then  goes  on  to  reprint  the 
salaries  of  a score  or  more  of  industry 
executives  and  players,  emphasizing  that 
19  of  the  25  highest  corporation  salaries 
were  paid  to  motion  picture  personages. 
Observers  lay  the  printing  of  this  story  in 
Index  to  no  other  reason  than  a change  in 
PCCITO  policy,  Poole’s  reluctance  to  ad- 
mit such  change  notwithstanding,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  this  government  report 
was  released  and  widely  printed  in  news- 
papers and  trade  publications  alike 
months  ago.  Since  it  was  released,  fur- 
thermore, at  least  one  previous  issue  of 
Index  has  made  its  appearance,  giving  fur- 
ther credence  to  the  argument  that  the 
PCCITO  organ  did  not  reprint  it  at  this 
time  solely  for  its  now-dead  “news”  value. 

Another  Index  story,  captioned  “Foreign 
Market  Goes;  But  Profits  March  On  as 
Hollywood  Cries,”  and  sub-captioned 
“These  Figures  Don’t  Lie,”  attempts  to 
compare  estimated  losses  in  foreign  reve- 
nue with  the  comparative  1939  and  1940 
profits  of  seven  major  companies.  It  in- 
dicts producers  for  “steadily  hiking  their 
film  prices”  and  charges  that  the  com- 
panies’ estimate  of  a 40  per  cent  loss  in 
revenue  is  much  too  high — attempting  to 
prove  this  point  by  declaring  that  an  “im- 
partial survey”  made  “more  than  a year 
ago”  declared  the  loss  “if  any”  amounted 
to  about  12  per  cent. 

Giving  the  lie  to  the  PCCITO’s  avowed 
“appeasement”  program,  it  reprints  a table 
compiled  from  published  statements  dem- 
onstrating that  the  majority  of  the  seven 
major  companies  show  a greater  profit  for 
the  first  months  of  1940  than  they  did  in 
the  corresponding  1939  period  and  advis- 
ing: “Exhibitors!  Look  Them  Over!  Clip 
them  out  and  save  them,  then  decide — 
what  are  you  going  to  do  about  the  high 
cost  of  buying  films?” 

Still  a third  story,  headlined  “Distribu- 
tors Should  Live  Up  to  Promises,”  tacitly 
charges  that  while  distributors  “time  and 
time  again  in  written  statements”  have 
gone  on  record  in  favor  of  a 20  per  cent 


PD  BECK,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  threw  a 
screening  of  “Strike  Up  the  Band”  for 
all  the  local  dance  band  and  orchestra 
maestros.  On  hand  were  Artie  Shaw,  Fred- 
dy Martin,  Sterling  Young,  and  other 
prominent  musical  men.  All  are  plugging 
the  film  from  the  bandstands  nowadays 
. . . Many  of  the  Bay  region’s  exhibitors 
patronized  a new  type  of  double  bill  when 
they  journeyed  out  to  Kezar  Stadium  last 
Saturday  to  see  the  double  header  football 
game  featuring  Stanford,  Santa  Clara,  U. 
S.  F.,  and  University  of  Utah  . . . Sid  Weis- 
baum  planed  out  for  Republic  conferences 
in  Hollywood  . . . Frank  Soule,  Republic 
branch  supervisor,  in  for  a two-week  visit. 

Boris  Karloff  and  his  missus  came  to 
town  to  catch  the  Fair  before  it  closed  . . . 
Martin  hanger,  former  Rowite,  is  back  and 
will  have  an  anyiouncement  to  make  soon 
regarding  his  connection  with  a theatre. 

Barbara  Cohen  surprised  all  the  guys 
and  gals  at  Columbia  by  eloping  with  a 
prominent  San  Francisco  attorney  . . . 
Phoebe  Dickey,  Columbia  steno,  is  off  to 
the  south  for  a late  vacation  . . . Lana 
Turner  came  to  town  to  be  bridesmaid 
for  a school  girl  chum  and  threw  a big 
party  for  the  bride  and  groom  at  a local 
hostelry  . . . Wesley  Rosenthal  of  Western 
Theatrical  Equipment  was  a casualty  this 
week.  He  used  a little  too  much  muscle 
while  opening  a kitchen  window  and  the 
broken  pane  slashed  his  hand. 

San  Francisco  fell  heir  to  two  of  the  hit 
attractions  of  the  Golden  Gate  Exposition 
which  ended  on  the  29th.  The  “Folies  Ber- 
gere,”  second  money-maker  on  the  Island, 
began  a week’s  engagement  at  the  Golden 
Gate  071  Wednesday.  And  Salici’s  Puppets 
will  open  a limited  engagement  on  the 
Alcazar  stage. 

Herbert  Jack  jr.  was  critically  injured 
Monday  when  he  fell  40  feet  down  an 
elevator  shaft  at  the  Fox  Theatre  where 
he  was  employed  as  an  elevator  operator. 
Jack  left  his  elevator  to  answer  a tele- 
phone call  and  during  his  absence  some- 
one moved  the  elevator,  failing  to  close  the 
door.  Jack  stepped  into  the  open  shaft. 

Abe  Rom,  genial  manager  of  the  El 
Presidio,  celebrated  his  first  anniversary 
with  the  Baron  and  Nathan  Enterprises 
with  a dinner  at  the  Bal  Tabarin  . . . Dick 
Crosby  of  the  Embassy  is  taking  four  days 
off  to  stalk  the  elusive  deer  up  in  Lake 
County  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Lee  an- 
nounce the  arrival  of  a daughter.  Lee  man- 


cancellation  privilege  and  elimination  of 
the  practice  of  forcing  shorts,  newsreels 
and  trailers,  it  is  still  the  exhibitor  who 
must  insist  upon  adherence  to  such  policy. 

It  cautions  showmen  to  determine  for 
themselves  whether  they  must  hold  dis- 
tributors “strictly  to  account  in  regard  to 
their  statements  of  cancellation  and  forc- 
ing,” and  adds  that  “the  desired  results 
will  be  accomplished”  if  enough  exhibitors 
protect  their  individual  situations  by  de- 
manding such  adherence  on  the  part  of 
distributors. 


PCCITO  Would  Oust 
"Itinerant  Peddlers" 

Los  Angeles — For  the  avowed  protection 
of  its  members,  trustees  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  Conference  of  Independent  Theatre 
Owners  have  adopted  a resolution  aimed 
at  ousting  so-called  “itinerant  peddlers” 


ages  the  Town  Hall  in  Quincy  . . . The 
Pelican  Theatre  in  Klamath  has  been 
taken  over  by  the  T&D  circuit  . . . The 
Davies  has  started  its  remodeling  and  will 
emerge  as  the  Esquire. 

Dan  McLean,  owner-manager  of  the 
Embassy,  pulled  a good  stunt  last  week. 
Dan,  quite  the  fisherman,  caught  the  limit 
of  five  bass  and  then  used  the  fish  as 
part  of  the  give-away  game,  Ten-O-Win. 
As  Harry  Rice  says,  the  audience  “ate” 
it  up  . . . Universal  previewed  “Spring 
Parade”  for  the  circuit  heads  this  week. 

A most  unusual  situation  existed  on 
Market  Street  this  week.  All  of  the  first 
run  houses  had  single  bills  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  holdover  St.  Francis.  Norm- 
ally only  two,  the  Golden  Gate  and  the 
United  Artists  have  single  features  . . . 
Golderi  State  has  started  construction  on 
a new  theatre  in  San  Leandro  . . . The 
new  game,  known  as  HI-LO  will  be  dis- 
tributed in  this  territory  by  Gordon  P. 
Allen.  Allen  already  has  secured  several 
houses  for  his  new  product  . . . Leon  Car- 
Ion,  RKO  shipper,  is  vacationing. 

Paul  Aglietti  is  now  the  sole  owner  of 
the  El  Rey  in  Oakland  having  bought  out 
his  partner,  Herbert  Bluchel  this  week  . . . 
Mrs.  George  Boles  underwent  an  operation 
this  week  and  is  expected  to  leave  the 
hospital  in  about  three  weeks  . . . Jim 
Riley  of  Pacific  Coast  Supply  is  putting 
equipment  in  the  recreation  centers  at 
Camp  Ord  and  Danville  CCC  Camp  . . . 
Dave  Sutton,  Los  Angeles  exhibitor,  say- 
ing hello  to  his  friends  on  the  Row  . . . 
Nellie  Sanford,  at  the  20th-Fox  switch- 
board, left  to  attend  her  father’s  funeral  in 
Seattle. 

Pacific  Premium  has  sold  its  book  deal 
to  the  entire  chain  of  Nasser  Theatres. 
The  Golden  State  houses  in  Oakland  have 
also  contracted  for  the  Wonder  books  . . . 
Harry  Walsh  of  the  Pacific  office  gave  a 
big  party  for  his  girl  friend  on  her  birth- 
day. The  affair  was  held  at  Monacos  . . . 
Cy  Graves  leaves  his  Oak  Park  in  Sacra- 
mento  for  a 10-day  fishing  trip  . . . Sam 
Nathanson  of  the  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.  in  town  for  conferences  that  may 
mean  a new  locati07i  for  the  company  . . . 
George  Blumenthal  has  gone  on  the  road 
for  Producers  . . . Lillian  Coates  has  come 
back  to  town  after  a journey  to  Dallas  and 
is  doing  temporary  work  for  National 
Theatre  Supply  . . . The  T&D  and  Golden 
State  circuits  have  booked  the  Dies- 
Bridges  newsreel  debate  for  all  of  their 
houses. 


— transient  dealers  in  giveaways,  prem- 
iums and  other  boxoffice  stimulants. 

The  resolution  declares  such  “peddlers” 
should  be  required  to  file  an  application 
containing  references  and  sufficient  bond 
to  protect  showmen,  and  asserted  exhibi- 
tors should  be  requested  not  to  give  such 
dealers  any  recommendation.  Resolution 
further  suggested  that  when  a promoter 
does  make  such  application,  unit  members 
of  the  PCCITO  be  informed  of  it. 

Trustees  declared  the  resolution  was 
passed  because  many  premium  dealers 
present  plans  requiring  merchandising 
tieups  which,  if  unsatisfactorily  concluded, 
“leave  a bitter  prejudice  in  the  minds  of 
the  merchants  and  theatre  patrons,  while 
the  promoter  sails  merrily  on  his  way.”  It 
was  indicated  the  plan  outlined  in  the 
resolution  will  “eliminate  profiteering  and  | 
illegitimate  enterprises  to  the  benefit  of 
those  who  have  legitimate  deals  to  offer.” 
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Frank  Christie  Heads 
Northwest  Film  Club 


Seattle — Frank  Christie  of  the  Fox- 
Evergreen  theatres  main  office  was  unani- 
mously elected  president  of  the  Northwest 
Film  Club  at  the  annual  gathering.  Leroy 
V.  Johnson,  general  manager  for  Jensen- 
von  Herberg,  was  named  first  vice-president 
and  Herndon  Edmonds  of  20th  Century- 
Fox  second  vice-president. 

Three  trustees  elected  for  a two-year 
term  were  Eddie  Miller,  Neal  Walton  and 
Pete  Higgins.  Holdover  trustees  were  Keith 
Beckwith  and  Ben  Shearer.  Fred  Mercy  jr. 
was  elected  for  a one-year  term  as  a trus- 
tee, taking  the  place  of  Leroy  Johnson. 
Eddie  Lamb  was  retained  as  secretary- 
treasurer. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  officers, 
plans  will  be  mapped  for  the  fall  activities, 
club  decorations,  and  policies.  Joe  Cooper 
was  named  to  carry  on  as  manager  of  the 
club. 


Team  Beats  Own  Record 

Los  Angeles — “Strike  Up  the  Band”  top- 
ped the  previous  Rooney-Garland  vehicle, 
“Babes  in  Arms,”  in  its  opening  day  at 
the  Chinese. 


» IE  W V IE  R 

THE  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club  has 
* leased  a lodge  in  the  White  River  coun- 
try near  Meeker,  Colo.,  and  will  keep  it 
open  during  the  deer,  elk  and  bear  sea- 
son, October  4 to  18.  Enough  reserva- 
tions have  been  received  from  theatre  and 
film  men  to  fill  it  for  that  time,  and  more 
will  probably  enjoy  the  sport.  Reserva- 
tions have  been  received  from  Chicago, 
Los  Angeles,  Dallas,  Kansas  City  as  well 
as  Denver.  It  is  close  enough  to  Denver 
so  that  local  men  can  make  the  trip  and 
get  their  deer  over  the  weekend. 

The  Zaza  Theatre  has  been  sold,  build- 
ing and  all,  to  Sam  Feinstein,  at  present 
operating  in  Wyoming  and  Nebraska. 

The  amusement  page  of  the  Denver 
Post  has  taken  on  a new  interest.  A.  De 
Bernardi  jr.,  film  and  theatre  editor,  has 
, resurrected  his  “Asides”  column  and  is 
i using  it  for  some  telling  arguments,  po- 
! litically  and  otherwise.  “De”  is  especially 
adept  in  espousing  the  theatreman’s  view- 
point. 

I Joe  Gundy,  a long  time  theatre  man, 

' has  left  the  business  by  resigning  from 
] the  Dave  Cockrill  organization,  and  is 
looking  for  a connection  outside  the  in- 
I dustry. 

Those  seen  on  the  Row  included  E. 
j W.  G.  Weiselman,  Limon,  Colo.;  Dennis 
I Baca,  Bernalillo,  N.  M.;  Claude  Graves, 
j Albuquerque:  Larry  Starsmore,  Pueblo, 

! Colo.,  and  T.  B.  Noble,  general  manager 
of  the  Westland  Theatre  circuit,  Colorado 
Springs. 

John  Anderson,  formerly  owner  of  two 
I theatres  at  Fort  Morgan,  Colo.,  is  in  Den- 
ver after  spending  some  time  in  Cali- 
I fornia.  He  is  interested  in  getting  back 
in  the  theatre  business,  and  one  of  the 
first  things  he  did  incident  to  this  was 
to  subscribe  for  Boxoffice.  Anderson  sold 
his  Ft.  Morgan  houses  once  before  and 
moved  to  California,  but  was  back  in  a 
few  months,  and  took  back  his  theatres, 
but  sold  again  and  went  back  to  the  coast. 


IJKO  EXCHANGE  is  undergoing  an  in- 
*■  terior  decorating  job  . . . Local  Para- 
mount exchange  has  organized  a “pep 
club”  devoted  to  promoting  better  morale 
among  employes.  Officers  include:  Harlan 
Brunt,  president:  Eugene  Beurerman,  vice- 
president:  Helen  Ankeny,  secretary:  Lau- 
rence Worrall,  treasurer.  Welfare  board 
includes  Bill  Ring,  Elaine  Hall,  Dorothy 
Untereiner.  At  its  first  meeting  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  was  screened. 

John  P.  Filbert,  of  Filbert  Photoplay 
Supply,  in  from  his  fishmg  vacation  to 
Lake  Henshaw  . . . Henry  Sonnenshine  off 
to  San  Francisco  on  business  for  his  Pre- 
mier Pictures  . . . Dave  Rector,  operator 
of  the  Lennox  in  Lennox,  in  for  bookings. 

Freddie  Hershon  has  sold  his  Trojan, 
near  the  University  of  Southei’n  Califor- 
nia, to  A.  Rodnick  and  intends  to  devote 
his  time  exclusively  to  operating  the 
bowling  alley  which  he  opened  a few 
months  ago  . . . Isaac  Blum,  operator  of 
the  Mecca  in  Mojave,  is  vacationing  in 
New  York. 

Juan  Orol,  film  producer  headquarter- 
ing in  Mexico  City,  was  a visitor  at  the 
Azteca  exchange  ...  In  for  bookings: 
Tommy  Huntington,  Seville,  Chula  Vista; 
Joe  Buse  of  the  Midway;  Ben  Peskay, 
operator  of  the  Banner  and  Palms. 

Wanda  Stebner,  M-G-M  contract  de- 
partment, and  Virginia  Divver,  of  the 
same  exchange’s  billing  staff,  have  check- 
ed in  from  their  respective  vacations  . . . 
Because  of  construction  delays,  Warner 
employes  will  not  move  into  their  new 
building  until  October  15.  They  had  orig- 
inally planned  to  be  installed  in  the  new 
offices  by  the  first  of  the  month. 

Keeping  in  trim  for  his  regular  evening 
boxing  matches  with  M-G-M  Booker 
Howard  Perretz,  Ralph  (Killer)  Car- 
michael, office  manager,  has  been  drink- 
ing milk  out  of  half-pint  bottles  in  leisure 
moments  during  office  hours. 

Guests  at  M-G-M  during  a visit  to  Hol- 
lywood were  E.  J.  Sparks,  manager  of  the 
Sparks  circuit  in  Florida:  R.  R.  Thomas, 
eastern  supervisor,  and  Fred  H.  Kent, 
general  counsel  for  the  theatre  group  . . . 
Thornton  Sargent,  Fox  West  Coast  metro- 
politan district  manager,  spent  the  week- 
end in  San  Francisco. 

Alma  Lang,  M-G-M  booker-secretary, 
took  a day  off  to  nurse  a bad  cold  . . . 
Seymour  Willing,  aide  to  Mike  Levinson, 
local  independent  distributor,  weekended 
at  Lake  Arrowhead  . . . Arthur  J.  Aaron- 
son  off  to  San  Francisco  on  a short  trip 
on  National  Screen  Service  business.  He’s 
the  western  district  manager. 

Duke  Clark,  Paramount  branch  mana- 
ger and  a long-time  friend  of  Olsen  & 
Johnson,  stars  of  “Hellzapoppin’,”  is  pretty 
proud  of  the  gag  he  pulled  on  the  comics. 
He  sent  them  a bale  of  hay  inscribed 
“this  ain’t  cash”  . . . Jack  Peacock,  Para- 
mount shipper,  surf-boarding  at  San 
Onofre. 

Milestones:  Dudley  Forey,  Monogram 
office  manager,  birthdayed  September  26 
and  Bill  Kohler  of  Astor  Pictures  dupli- 
cated the  feat  the  next  day  ...  In  for 
bookings:  Jack  Goldberg  of  the  Ben  Bron- 
stein  circuit;  Irivin  Kanouhtz,  Union  The- 
atre; Joe  Sloat  of  the  Maynard. 

Lou  Goldstein  of  Astor  Pictures  an- 
nounces he  has  a new  synchronized  ver- 
sion of  “Birth  of  a Nation”  ready  for  dis- 


tribution in  the  local  territory  . . . Henry 
Sonnenshine  of  Premier  Pictures  has  se- 
cured the  distribution  franchise  for  Se- 
lect Attractions,  Inc.,  for  the  11  western 
states. 

Laraine  Valuskis  has  taken  over  the 
lease  on  the  Embassy  Theatre  in  Gardena 
from  J.  Reese  . . . Phil  Berg,  United  Artists 
booker,  vacationing  for  two  weeks  at  Yo- 
semite. 

Eddie  Cruea,  assistant  booker  at  Mono- 
gram, has  been  made  booker  and  office 
manager  for  the  company’s  Portland  ex- 
change. He  has  been  replaced  here  by 
Paul  Davis,  formerly  a 20th  Century-Fox 
employe  . . . Herb  MacIntyre,  RKO  west- 
ern district  manager,  off  to  San  Francisco 
on  business. 

Booking:  George  Diamos,  Lyric  Amuse- 
ment Co.  of  Arizona  . . . Murray  Hawkins 
of  the  Swan  circuit  ditto;  also  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  Molina,  Placentia,  Placentia  . . . 
Mike  Levinson,  local  independent  distribu- 
tor, in  from  Dallas,  which  was  his  last 
stop  en  route  from  a trip  to  New  York. 

Wendell  Bickford  of  M-G-M’s  poster  de- 
partment stepped  out  of  bounds  to  win  a 
radio  in  a drawing  sponsored  by  the  War- 
ner exchange  club. 

"Western  Union"  Company 
On  Location  at  Kanab 

Kanab,  Utah — A company  of  approxi- 
mately 150  technicians,  laborers  and  other 
members  of  the  20th-Fox  location  crew  are 
stationed  here  preparatory  to  the  filming 
of  scenes  for  the  company’s  new  feature, 
“Western  Union.” 

Dean  Jagger,  who  played  the  title  role 
in  “Brigham  Young,”  and  other  cast  mem- 
bers are  due  to  arrive  here  this  week. 
Filming  is  expected  to  take  about  four 
weeks. 

“Western  Union”  will  be  in  Technicolor 
and  will  tell  the  story  of  the  construction 
of  the  first  telegraph  line  from  Omaha 
to  Salt  Lake  City  in  the  1860’s. 

"Fight  lor  Lile"  Opens 
At  the  De  Luxe  Hawaii 

Hollywood — The  government-produced 
documentary  “Fight  for  Life”  has  opened 
a run  at  the  Galston-Sutton  de  luxe  house, 
the  Hawaii.  Produced  by  Pare  Lorentz, 
the  film  is  being  distributed  by  Columbia. 
It  replaces  “Gone  With  the  Wind”  at  the 
Hawaii  after  an  eight-week  run. 


New  Accessory  Plant 

Los  Angeles— Nat  Hechtman,  head  of 
Hollywood  Advertising  Co.  in  Kansas  City 
is  establishing  a plant  here.  He  is  add- 
ing a line  of  40x60’s  to  the  flags,  valances 
and  banners  he  manufactures  as  advertis- 
ing accessories.  Bill  Warner,  former  War- 
ner manager  in  Kansas  City,  and  Joe 
Rosenberg,  formerly  of  Omaha,  will  repre- 
sent the  company  on  the  coast. 
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QN  THE  Row  they're  making  history 
with  a new  kind  of  cooperation.  Five 
of  the  major  companies  are  collaborating 
on  a combined  newsreel  and  they  are 
turning  out  a “colossal”  production  of 
the  cream  of  their  newsreel  shots.  Per- 
mission for  putting  these  together  in  one 
super  reel  had  to  come  from  hither  and 
yon,  but  it  has  been  accomplished  and 
the  result  will  be  showm  on  the  screen 
with  all  sound  effects  intact,  at  the  big 
opening  show  of  the  Community  Fund 
campaign.  The  film  executives  who  made 
this  precedent-breaking  newsreel  possible 
are  the  branch  managers — Herndon  Ed- 
monds, 20th-Fox;  Maury  Saffle,  M-G-M; 
L.  J.  McGinley,  Universal;  Morris  Segel, 
Paramount,  and  Eddie  Lamb,  RKO  Radio 
. . . The  Paramount  donated  the  house 
for  the  gathering  of  hundreds  of  high 
school  students  who  have  banded  together 
and  call  themselves  WOMP  (word-of- 
mouth  publicity) . Their  job  is  to  spread 
the  good  word  for  the  Community  Fund. 

The  gang  on  the  Roiu  ivho  have  been 
m the  habit  of  parking  their  cars  on  the 
lot  in  the  rear  of  the  Rendezvous  were 
surprised  the  other  morning  when  a man 
walked  up  to  the  parkers  and  asked  for 
a parking  fee.  The  chap  had  leased  the 
lot  with  the  hopes  of  cashing  in  . . . 
Seems  grand  to  see  those  tall  American 
flags  standing  in  nearly  every  exchaiige 
. . . With  the  opening  of  the  football  sea- 
son, a goodly  crowd  gathered  in  the  North- 
west Film  Club  quarters  for  the  broad- 
cast of  Huskies  game  . . . The  flock  of 
pretty  girls  seen  on  the  Row  turned  out 
to  be  usherettes  being  mterviewed  by  Guy 
Navarre  who  selected  his  crew  for  the 
opening  of  the  neiv  Varsity  Theatre 
October  2. 

Marty  "Weiser,  Warner  exploitation  man 
who  was  recently  transferred  from  the 
Seattle  territory  to  Kansas  City,  is  re- 
turning to  the  Los  Angeles  exchange  to 
succeed  Sam  Clark  who  has  been  shifted 
to  general  exploitation.  Before  coming  to 
Seattle,  Marty  was  assistant  to  the  late 
Ned  Holmes  . . . Milt  Overmire  left  by 
plane  for  Alaska  to  install  sound  equip- 
ment in  Dave  Gross’  Juneau  Theatre:  and 
the  Shearer  houses  in  Juneau  and  Ketchi- 
kan. 

Al  Bloom  and  A.  J.  Sullivan  back  from 
Portland  where  they  and  other  United 
Artists  salesmen  were  in  a conference 
called  by  Ben  Fish,  western  district  man- 
ager. Ben  and  Pete  Higgins.  Seattle 
branch  manager,  ivill  return  here  in  a 
couple  of  days  . . . Harry  Stern  of  Film 
Alliance  out  for  Portland  after  an- 
nouncmg  that  Hal  Bahme  will  be  his  rep- 
resentative in  this  territory  from  now  on 
. . . Dick  and  Mrs.  Ackles  parents  of  a 
baby  daughter,  and  are  they  the  proud 
folks. 

Bill  Stober  is  resigning  the  management 
of  the  Burien  Theatre  to  accept  a posi- 
tion in  Chicago  . . . C.  R.  Long,  checking 
supervisor  for  M-G-M  in  the  Western  dis- 
trict, is  visiting  the  local  branch  . . . 
Loise  Sigfort  of  the  B.  F.  Shearer  office 


IJeiliioe  Your  Suprex  aiul  Ilisrh  Intensity 

CARBON  WASTE 

25%  with  the  Cross  Carbon  Saving:  Device 
Write  for  DooUlet  and  Trial 

CROSS  MACHINE  SHOP 

•iSlS  Pennsylvania  Ave.  DF/l’IJOIT,  MICII. 


has  returned  from  her  California  vaca- 
tion . . .Joe  Comer,  office  manager  for 
Metro,  is  just  getting  away  for  his  holiday 
. . . Harry  Newman  on  the  Row  from  Lyn- 
den  with  his  son  who  is  entering  the  Uni- 
versity of  Washington  . . . Adele  Perry 
has  replaced  Emma  Languth  in  the  Metro 
office.  The  latter  has  resigned  to  devote 
her  time  to  her  home. 

Evelyn  Oxtoby  and  her  mother,  Mrs. 
Robert  Fundenberg,  up  from  Portland  and 
renewing  acquaintance  on  the  Row  . . . 
J.  T.  Sheffield  back  home  after  several 
weeks  visiting  his  exchanges  in  Butte,  Salt 
Lake,  Denver  and  Portland.  He  also  at- 
tended a meeting  at  Republic  studios  in 
Hollyivood  . . . Eddie  Lamb  has  been 
najned  district  coordinator  of  the  Red 
Cross  Theatre  campaign  for  the  Seattle 
distribution  territory  . . . Mrs.  Sheffield 
and  daughter,  Mary,  have  returned  from 
their  motor  trip  of  two  months  through 
the  East,  New  England  states  and  Canada. 

M.  A.  Ellsworth  has  arrived  here  from 
Los  Angeles  to  join  the  Universal  sales 
staff  here.  His  wife  and  two  daughters 
came  with  him  . . . Walter  Mackintosh, 
traveling  auditor  for  Paramount,  is  spend- 
ing some  time  at  the  local  office  . . . 
Ollie  Hartman,  although  still  in  the  hos- 
pital, is  reported  steadily  improving  . . . 
Dude  Smith  of  Tillamook,  Ore.,  here  for 
a couple  of  days  . . . B.  F.  Shearer  to  New 
York,  likewise  Frank  Newman  . . . Guy 
Maxey  of  the  Warner  exchange  was  award- 
ed third  place  in  the  United  States  for 
his  booking  of  short  subjects  in  the  re- 
cent Sears  drive  . . . Earl  Powers  discov- 
ered some  doughnuts  and  promptly  adopt- 
ed them. 


Inter  mountain  Reopens 

Salt  Lake  City  — Intermountain  Thea- 
tres, Inc.,  will  reopen  the  Paramount,  closed 
since  March,  this  weekend.  Norman  Sprowl 
will  be  manager. 


"Aloma"  With  Lamour 

Hollywood — Stuart  Heisler  will  direct 
“Aloma  of  the  South  Seas,”  a remake 
starring  Dorothy  Lamour. 

h ■ 
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Los  Angeles — Many  a house  owner 
wishes  he  could  do  something  about  it 
when  boos  and  hisses  mingle  with  ap- 
plause as  newsreel  clips  of  Wendell  Willkie 
and  President  Roosevelt  hit  the  screen. 

So  felt  Greg  Carter,  co-owner  of  the 
Tele-View  Newsreel  Theatre  in  Hollywood. 
Therefore  he  prepared  a special  trailer  re- 
questing patrons  to  refrain  from  Bronx 
cheers,  and  which  has  achieved  such  satis- 
factory results  that  Fox  West  Coast  has 
purchased  it  for  use  in  all  the  circuit’s 
houses.  The  trailer  reads: 

“An  appeal!  Ladies  and  gentlemen, 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and  Wendell  Will- 
kie are  seeking  election  in  the  most  hon- 
orable office  in  these  United  States.  Both 
are  worthy  candidates  deserving  of  the 
highest  respect.  Whenever  their  images 
are  flashed  on  the  screen,  applaud  to  your 
heart’s  content,  but  let’s  not  lose  true 
Americanism  by  booing  these  men  aspir- 
ing to  an  office  symbolic  of  the  flag  it- 
self.” 


'They  Knew'  Premiere 
In  S.  F.  October  8 


San  Francisco — The  premiere  of  “They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted”  will  be  held  at 
the  RKO  Golden  Gate  in  this  city  on 
October  8.  One  of  the  biggest  openings  in 
the  city’s  theatre  history  is  planned  for 
this  picture  which  was  filmed  in  part  in 
Napa  county,  northeast  of  San  Francisco. 

Personal  appearances  will  be  made  by 
at  least  a dozen  stars  who  will  come  from 
Hollywood  solely  for  the  premiere.  Charles 
Laughton  and  other  members  of  the  cast 
will  be  on  hand  to  start  the  picture  out  on 
its  run.  Radio  tieups  have  been  secured 
and  all  of  the  five  major  radio  stations  in 
the  city  will  carry  interviews,  probably 
from  the  stage  of  the  Golden  Gate. 

As  the  picture  is  laid  in  the  wine  coun- 
try and  shows  considerable  footage  about 
the  wine  industry,  a huge  vat  has  been  set 
up  in  the  street  in  front  of  the  theatre  and 
a regular  grape  pressing  festival  will  be 
conducted  in  the  accepted  wine  country 
manner. 

The  picture  is  scheduled  to  open  on 
Wednesday,  October  9,  but  there  will  be 
two  showings,  with  personal  appearances, 
on  the  evening  of  the  8th. 

Charity  Activity  Absorbs 
Exhibitor  Organizations 

Los  Angeles  — Participation  in  charity 
activities,  both  local  and  national,  is  the 
major  item  on  the  docket  at  present  for 
the  ITO  of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz.  and  the 
Pacific  Coast  Conference  of  Independent 
Theatre  Owners.  Simultaneously,  execu- 
tives of  both  organizations  are  keeping  a 
close  watch  on  consent  decree  develop- 
ments in  the  east,  although  no  active  steps 
are  planned  in  this  direction  for  some 
time. 

First  on  the  list  of  fund-raising  drives  in 
which  the  ITO  and  the  PCCITO  are  co- 
operating is  the  Los  Angeles  Community 
Chest  campaign,  opening  October  14. 
Robert  H.  Poole,  ITO  director,  is  a mem-  i 
ber  of  the  motion  picture  committee  head-  | 
ed  by  Louis  B.  Mayer.  Following  this  will 
be  the  national  American  Red  Cross  mem- 
bership campaign,  a one-week  affair  to 
get  under  way  November  11. 

Andy  Floor  Will  Manage 
Rebuilt  Salt  Lake  House 

Salt  Lake  City— Opening  of  the  Lake, 
the  extensively  rebuilt  house  that  replaces 
the  fire-destroyed  Roxy,  has  been  set  for 
early  in  October. 

The  extensive  remodeling  program  has 
removed  the  pillars  that  formerly  held  up 
the  balcony,  giving  way  to  a steel  beam  i 
construction.  The  house  will  seat  1,200  and  . 
includes  various  new  features  such  as  ■ 
fluorescent  lighting  and  new  sound  equip-  ' 
ment.  , 

Andy  B.  Floor  will  continue  as  manager.  i 


Returns  Alter  Deal 

Los  Angeles — Francis  A.  Bateman,  local  i 
Republic  exchange  manager,  has  returned  I 
from  New  York  after  sitting  in  with  James  ' 
R.  Grainger,  sales  head,  on  negotiations ; 
whereby  Fox  West  Coast  will  book  Re-  > 
public  product  in  its  northern  and  south- 
ern California  theatres  during  the  1940-41 ' 
season.  Representing  FWC  in  the  huddles 
was  Larry  Kent,  chief  film  buyer  for  thei  < 
circuit.  I ' 
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Kaimann  Asks  Probe 
Of  Union's  Action 

St.  Louis — Clarence  H.  Kaimann,  own- 
er of  the  O’Fallon,  the  Baden  and  the 
Salisbury,  all  in  North  St.  Louis,  has  asked 
the  anti-trust  division  of  the  United  States 
department  of  justice  to  conduct  an  in- 
vestigation into  the  circumstances  under 
which  he,  Kaimann,  was  unable  to  ob- 
tain union  sanction  for  stage  shows  he 
had  scheduled  for  the  three  houses  the 
night  of  Saturday,  September  28. 

Kaimann  claims  that  the  cancellation 
was  due  to  a dispute  with  the  AF  of  L 
Theatrical  Brotherhood  No.  6 over  the 
employment  of  stage  hands. 

It  is  probable  that  the  department  of 
justice  will  make  a probe  of  not  only  this 
incident  but  also  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  the  union  projectionists  were 
called  from  the  Powhattan,  Maplewood. 

Stagehand  Demand 

The  Powhattan  is  operated  by  Mrs.  Bess 
Schulter,  president  of  the  Roxy  Theatre 
Corp.,  who  is  also  interested  in  the  Co- 
lumbia, Roxy,  Avalon  and  White  Way 
theatres  in  St.  Louis.  These  houses  along 
with  those  operated  by  the  Ansell  Brothers 
and  Sam  Shuchart  and  associates  have 
figured  in  a recent  booking  deal  with  the 
Fanchon  & Marco’s  St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.  chain. 

The  Powhattan  was  allegedly  forced  to 
close  because  of  failure  to  meet  union 
demands  that  a stage  hand  be  employed. 

Mrs.  Schulter  said  she  was  informed  by 
Robert  Thomsen,  business  manager  of  Lo- 
cal No.  143,  that  he  had  received  in- 
structions from  the  lATSE  not  to  permit 
the  two  projectionists  to  work  at  the  the- 
atre unless  Mrs.  Schulter  met  the  de- 
mands of  the  Stagehands’  Union. 

“I  told  the  committee  that  the  Pow- 
hattan’s  receipts  did  not  warrant  the  em- 
ployment of  a stage  hand  at  $75  a week,” 
Mrs.  Schulter  said.  “I  even  offered  to 
permit  them  to  go  over  the  theatre’s  books 
and  see  that  what  I told  them  was  true. 
The  Powhattan  has  been  paying  the  union 
wage  scale  to  the  operators  and  has  no 
dispute  with  Local  No.  143  except  over 
the  demands  made  by  the  stagehands,” 
Mrs.  Schulter  said. 

Refer  to  Agreement 

Mrs.  Schulter  said  the  Powhattan  put 
on  a stagehand  about  five  years  ago  at 
the  instance  of  John  Nick,  but  discharged 
this  employe  about  two  years  ago  because 
there  was  no  work  for  him. 

In  answer  to  Mrs.  Schulter’s  statement, 
officials  of  St.  Louis  Theatrical  Brother- 
hood No.  6 informed  the  newspapers  that 
it  had  not  asked  the  Powhattan  manage- 
ment to  employ  a stagehand  as  such,  but 
it  had  asked  the  theatre  to  employ  a 
member  of  the  union  to  replace  a main- 
tenance man  who  was  for  many  years 
employed  in  the  theatre. 

“There  has  at  all  times  existed  a suf- 
ficient amoimt  of  maintenance  and  simi- 
lar work  at  the  Powhattan  Theatre  to 
keep  a man  steadily  employed,”  the  union’s 
statement  continued,  “and  this  work  has 
been  done  by  workmen  not  members  of 
our  union,  since  relief  was  granted  as 
hereinafter  explained. 

“The  St.  Louis  Theatrical  Brotherhood, 
Local  No.  6,  entered  into  verbal  agree- 
ment with  the  Powhattan  Theatre  in  De- 
cember, 1928,  for  the  services  of  a main- 
tenance man.  This  man  serviced  the  the- 
atre from  then  imtil  January,  1930,  when 
the  theatre  closed.  It  reopened  in  De- 
cember, 1934,  when  a new  verbal  agree- 
ment was  entered  into  for  the  services 
of  a maintenance  man,  and  he  was  then 
continuously  employed  until  Oct.  28,  1938, 


MPTOA  Will  Seek  Intervention 
When  Decree  Reaches  Court 


St.  Louis — Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA 
president,  speaking  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  St.  Louis  unit  here,  asserted 
that  his  organization  contemplates  filing 
amicus  curiae  proceedings  with  the  court 
when  the  proposed  consent  decree  is  fi- 
nally brought  before  Federal  Judge  God- 
dard. 

He  said  that  this  action  would  be  taken 
because  the  exhibitors  “had  not  been  con- 
sulted” in  connection  with  terms  of  the 
decree. 

“I  am  not  sure  that  the  court  will  grant 
us  a hearing,”  he  continued,  “but  I do 
know  that  if  the  decree  does  go  into  ef- 
fect with  the  present  objectionable  five- 
picture  block  booking  plan  and  the  pro- 
vision for  non-trade  arbitration  boards 
this  fight  is  just  beginning.  Because  it 
will  destroy  the  small  exhibitors,  the  very 
ones  it  pretends  to  protect.” 

The  meeting  went  on  record  as  espe- 
cially opposed  to  these  two  provisions  while 
recognizing  the  efforts  of  the  department 
of  justice  to  effect  something  to  elimi- 
nate the  industry’s  chief  problems. 

The  gathering  also  passed  resolutions 
opposing  any  change  in  the  existing  clear- 
ance schedules  in  this  territory  and 
against  “slot-machine  movies.”  Support 
was  promised  for  the  American  Red  Cross 
rollcall  and  to  the  government’s  national 
defense  program. 

Fred  Wehrenberg,  president,  and  all 
other  officers  were  re-elected,  while  Louis 
Ansell  was  named  assistant  to  Louis  Hehl, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  Frank  Speros, 
Maury  Davis  and  Sidney  Johnson,  all  of 
St.  Louis,  were  added  to  the  board  of  di- 
rectors. All  other  directors  were  renamed. 

C.  C.  Pettijohn  of  the  Hays  organization 


was  imable  to  appear  because  of  illness. 

Mayor  Bernard  F.  Dickmann,  a speaker 
at  the  dinner,  thanked  the  industry  for 
its  “100  per  cent  support  to  all  move- 
ments for  the  betterment  of  the  city  and 
various  charities.”  Officers  of  the  Better 
Films  Council  of  Greater  St.  Louis  also 
spoke  briefly  and  promised  continued  co- 
operation with  the  local  exhibitors. 

In  addition  to  President  Wehrenberg, 
Secretary-Treasurer  Hehl  and  Assistant 
Secretary -Treasurer  Ansell  the  officers  of 
the  organization  are:  Vice-Presidents,  S. 
E.  Pirtle,  Jerseyville,  111.;  I.  W.  Rodgers, 
Cairo,  111.;  Sam  Komm,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  Robert  C.  Cluster,  Salem,  111.,  and 
Sergeant-at-arms  Walter  A.  'Thimmig,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

The  members  of  the  board  of  directors 
are  Harold  W.  “Chick”  Evens,  Loew’s,  St. 
Louis;  Louis  J.  Menges,  East  St.  Louis, 
111.;  L.  A.  Mercier,  Perry ville.  Mo.;  Harry 
E.  Miller,  Festus,  Mo.;  A.  Pappas,  Web- 
ster, St.  Louis;  Tommy  James,  New  Com- 
et, St.  Louis;  Clarence  Kaimann,  Kai- 
mann Circuit,  St.  Louis;  Noah  Bloomer, 
Belleville,  111.;  Fred  Soutter,  Fox  Midwest 
Theatres,  St.  Louis;  Jack  Seipker,  Ozark, 
Webster  Groves,  Mo.;  PYank  Speros,  Mar- 
quatte,  St.  Louis;  Maury  Davis,  Will  Rog- 
ers, St.  Louis,  and  Sidney  Johnson,  Merry 
Widow,  St.  Louis. 

The  meeting  voted  to  purchase  1,000  of 
the  “Let’s  Go  to  a Movie  Tonight”  and 
“Let’s  See  a Movie  Tonight”  automobile 
tags  for  resale  to  those  in  the  industry  in 
this  territory  at  actual  cost.  These  signs, 
suggested  by  Charles  Skouras,  Fox  West 
Coast  official,  and  now  being  widely  used 
by  that  company  and  its  various  affili- 
( Continued  on  page  31) 


when  the  Powhattan  appealed  to  this 
brotherhood  for  temporary  relief. 

“The  relief  requested  was  granted,  for 
a period  of  six  months,  and  it  was  agreed 
and  understood  that  at  the  expiration  of 
this  period  the  man  would  automatically 
be  reinstated.  The  Powhattan  Theatre  de- 
liberately broke  the  mutual  agreement  and 
understanding  by  refusing  to  reinstate  the 
maintenance.  PYom  the  date  of  the  ex- 
piration of  the  six  months  relief  period 
up  to  the  present  time  the  St.  Louis  The- 
atrical Brotherhood  has  been  continuously 
negotiating  for  the  reinstatement  of  a 
member  of  our  organization. 

Reinstatement  the  Issue 

“The  Powhattan  Theatre  has  continu- 
ously refused  the  request  of  the  commit- 
tee and  representatives  of  the  St.  Louis 
Theatrical  Brotherhood  to  reinstate  the 
maintenance  man  in  this  theatre,  and  we 
have  had  a number  of  conferences  with 
the  management  at  which  the  problem 
has  been  presented.” 

Mrs.  Schulter’s  answer  to  this  state- 
ment was  that  the  substitution  of  the 
name  “maintenance  man”  for  “stagehand” 
did  not  change  the  situation. 

The  Kaimann  theatres  situation  is 
somewhat  different.  Kaimann  said  that 
he  had  asked  the  union  for  stagehands 
early  last  week  and  that  C.  Orville  New- 
lin,  secretary  of  the  local,  told  him  he 
would  be  informed  later  as  to  getting  the 
men  to  work  in  conjunction  with  a spe- 
cial stage  shows  to  be  given  the  night  of 
September  28. 

Failing  to  hear  from  him,  Kaimann  said 
he  addressed  the  request  to  Newlin  again 
on  September  26  in  a registered  letter,  and 
after  getting  no  response  to  the  request. 


he  was  forced  to  post  notices  in  the  the- 
atres the  night  of  September  27  that  the 
shows  had  been  called  off  and  to  return 
the  money  and  tickets  that  had  already 
been  sold. 

Newlin  told  reporters  that  he  had  turned 
Kaimann ’s  request  for  the  stagehands  over 
to  the  union’s  negotiating  committee,  which 
he  claimed  tried  to  arrange  a meeting 
with  Kaimann  to  discuss  the  request  but 
had  not  been  able  to  do  so. 

Speak  of  Settlement 

The  union  secretary  also  stated  that 
Kaimann  had  agreed  in  the  settlement  of 
a recent  circuit  court  case  against  the 
union  to  negotiate  on  the  question  of  the 
employment  of  union  members,  but  that 
since  then  he  has  refused  to  meet  with 
the  committee.  “A  controversy  still  exists 
between  Kaimann  and  the  union  over  the 
organization’s  request  that  he  hire  main- 
tenance men  in  his  theatres,”  Newlin  said. 
He  denied  that  the  union  had  refused  to 
furnish  stagehands  for  the  shows  sched- 
uled for  the  night  of  September  28. 

Kaimann  denied  that  the  settlement  of 
the  circuit  court  case  entailed  an  agree- 
ment to  hire  maintenance  men.  He  said 
that  in  withdrawing  the  suit  for  an  anti- 
picketing injunction  affecting  five  of  his 
theatres,  he  agreed  only  to  enter  nego- 
tiations and  to  use  his  influence  to  get 
the  owners  of  other  motion  picture  thea- 
tres throughout  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis 
county  to  enter  into  negotiations  on  the 
question  of  employing  union  maintenance 
men.  He  said  that  the  negotiations  stalled 
last  October  when  the  negotiators  refused 
to  list  the  theatre  owners  they  represent- 
ed and  the  union  representatives  refused 
to  present  their  full  demands. 
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Wisconsin  Exhibitors  Resort  South  Bend  Premiere 
To  Business  Stimulators  Drawing  the  Press 


Milwaukee — Exhibitors  in  Wisconsin 
are  going  to  bat  with  a variety  of  stunts 
to  bolster  business.  Fox  has  been  staging 
midnight  “Boo”  and  “Take-a-Chance” 
shows  at  its  neighborhood  houses  here.  In 
each  case,  persons  attending  these  mid- 
night shows  are  given  a free  guest  ticket 
good  for  any  time  during  the  ensuing 
week. 

Fox  houses  using  this  policy  have  in- 
cluded the  Paradise,  Miller,  Riviera,  Plaza, 
State,  Majestic,  Layton  Park,  Grace, 
World,  Venetian,  Varsity,  Ritz,  Zenith, 
Sherman,  Astor,  Shorewood,  Oakland  and 
Jackson. 

Sportsmen’s  shows,  in  many  cases  spon- 
sored by  some  firm  dealing  in  hunting 
equipment  which  furnishes  prizes,  have 
gotten  a play  in  various  houses.  War- 
ner-Saxe’s  Princess  here  recently  staged 
such  a show  as  did  Fox’s  Retlaw  in  Fond 
du  Lac;  the  Fox,  Marinette,  and  the 
Strand,  Manitowoc. 

Warner’s  Sheboygan  in  Sheboygan  also 
staged  such  a party  under  the  sponsor- 
ship of  Sears,  Roebuck  & Co.  Several  of 
the  Fox  houses  featured  Allan  Kerr  and 
his  trained  retriever  dogs  and  Bill  Conger, 
archery  champ,  on  the  stage  in  connec- 
tion with  their  shows. 

Fox  has  also  gone  to  bat  with  “Shop- 
per’s Guest”  matinees  at  its  Grand  in 
Wausau  and  its  Lyric  in  Stevens  Point. 
These  matinees  are  sponsored  by  local 
merchants  who  present  patrons  with  guest 
tickets  which  admit  two  persons  for  the 
price  of  15  cents. 

At  Superior,  the  Palace  has  engaged  the 
Melton  Barker  Juvenile  Productions  for  a 
two-reel  comedy  utilizing  local  children 
between  the  ages  of  3 and  14  years.  The 
house  is  also  conducting  a six-week  home- 
making school  each  Tuesday  afternoon,  in 
addition  to  the  regular  photoplay,  with 
merchants  contributing  prizes. 

The  Rialto  at  Kaukauna,  which  has 
been  airing  the  Kaukauna  Klub  Cheese 
broadcast  each  Friday  night  over  WHBY 
from  its  stage,  has  added  a children’s 
radio  broadcast  from  the  stage  each  Sat- 
urday afternoon  under  the  sponsorship  of 
a local  baker.  The  house  also  conducts 
“Quiz  Nights”  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 

Shining  example  of  extra  special  fea- 
tures is  Standard’s  Bay  in  Green  Bay, 
which  offers  Screening  Nite  on  Mondays, 
with  a preview  picture  and  regular  show 
at  no  extra  cost;  Book  Nites,  Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays  and  Thursdays;  Hollywood 
on  Wednesday  and  Saturday;  Fooey  Nite 
on  Fridays  and  Midnight  show  on  Satur- 
day night  with  two  shows  at  no  extra 
cost. 


Photo-Nite  Installations 
Are  Reported  by  Fuller 

Chicago — M.  J.  Fuller,  franchise  holder 
in  this  section,  reports  the  following 
Photo-Nite  installations  in  the  last  two 
weeks : 

Mars.  Martinsville,  111.,  Nat  Fitzjerald; 
Lincoln,  Paris,  111.,  Leon  Jarodsky;  Lamar, 
Arthur,  111.,  William  Hoffman;  Homer, 
Homer,  111.,  Logan  Hedrick;  Ritz,  Areola, 
111.,  Hugh  McGregor;  Kansas,  Kansas,  HI., 
Walter  Gill,  and  Hutsonville,  Hutsonville, 
W.  J.  Slattery. 


Hearing  in  LaCrosse 
Suii  Due  Shortly 


Madison — The  $1,050,000  suit  of  the  La 
Crosse  Theatres  Co.,  La  Crosse,  Wis., 
against  Paramount,  20th  Century-Fox  and 
United  Artists,  is  scheduled  for  hearing 
during  the  petit  jury  term  of  federal  court 
which  opens  here  October  7. 

The  La  Crosse  company,  which  operates 
five  houses,  started  the  action  more  than 
a year  ago  charging  the  defendants  with 
conspiring  to  withhold  certain  product. 

The  Welworth  Theatre  Co.,  operator  of 
two  La  Crosse  houses,  was  also  named  in 
the  original  action.  The  plaintiff  charges 
the  defendants  with  maintaining  a mon- 
opoly for  the  purpose  of  lessening  com- 
petition and  restraining  interstate  trade. 


Polio  Scare  Fades 

Janesville,  Wis. — With  no  new  cases  of 
infantile  paralysis  reported  here  since 
September  9,  Dr.  Fred  B.  Welch,  city 
health  officer,  has  notified  local  theatre 
operators  that  they  could  lift  the  ban  on 
attendance  by  children  under  14  years  of 
age. 


■^ISITORS  along  Filmrow:  Dick  Vlastos, 
^ Fowler;  Harry  Van  Noy,  Paramount, 
Anderson;  D.  D.  Lee,  Princess,  Cayuga; 
Roy  E.  Harrold,  Princess,  Rushville;  True- 
man Rembusch,  Artcraft,  Franklin;  J.  B. 
Sconce,  Playhouse,  Edinburg;  Jim  Ackron 
and  Taki  Pappas,  Gregory  circuit,  Chi- 
cago; E.  K.  Crouch  and  son.  Palace,  Fair- 
mount;  Sam  Grimes,  Cine,  Brazil;  Joe  Fin- 
neran,  Elwood,  Elwood;  Harold  V.  Neese, 
Beverly,  Brazil;  Douglas  Haney,  Albion, 
Albion;  Myers  Flater,  Citadel,  Bloomfield; 
Frank  Reimer,  Quimby  Theatres,  Fort 
Wayne;  Mrs.  Ethel  Luckett,  Indiana, 
Scottsburg;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  W.  Brauer, 
Strand,  Paoli;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will  J.  Haney, 
Milan,  Milan;  Bruce  Kixmiller,  Colonial, 
Bicknell;  Wayne  Goodwin,  Butler,  Butler; 
Joe  Schilling,  Auditorium,  Connersville ; 
C.  E.  Rogers,  Rio,  Columbus;  Howard 
Morin,  Morin,  Brookville;  Mrs.  Elsie  Bless- 
ing, Royal,  Danville;  D.  G.  Steinkamp, 
English,  English;  John  M.  Dixon,  Flora, 
Flora;  T,  N.  Luckett,  Dream,  French  Lick; 
Walter  Easley,  Tree,  Greensburg;  Mannie 
Marcus,  Eastern,  Fort  Wayne;  C.  C.  Wal- 
lace, Boone,  Thomtown;  Dallas  E.  Can- 
non, Kent,  Kentland;  W.  L.  Passen,  Amu- 
su,  Jasonville;  H.  L.  Krieghbaum,  Char 
Bell,  Rochester;  Merrill  Moore,  Palace,  Ko- 
komo; Wm.  Studebaker,  Logan,  Logans- 
port;  Sam  W.  Neall,  Indiana,  Kokomo; 
Lowell  T.  Moore,  Orpheum,  Mitchell;  Har- 
mon E.  Allison,  Ritz,  Mooresville;  Robert 
Harned,  State,  Milltown;  A.  McCarty, 
Roxy,  Pendleton;  Abe  Kaufman,  Fountain, 
Terre  Haute;  J.  B.  Stine,  Garfield,  Terre 
Haute. 

Shorty  Phillips,  manager  of  the  Drive- 


Chicago — Midwest  newspaper  critics  and 
Chicago  trade  paper  representatives  were 
to  trek  to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  this  weekend 
for  the  world  premiere  of  Warner’s  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American.” 

Plans  called  for  one  of  the  biggest  of  aU 
Warner  premieres  to  date.  Events  were  to 
start  off  with  a Mutual  network  broadcast 
on  Thursday  night  from  South  Bend,  with 
Bob  Hope  as  master  of  ceremonies.  Other 
stars  to  participate,  all  going  through  Chi- 
cago on  Wednesday  to  the  event,  were 
scheduled  to  be  Pat  O’Brien,  star  of  the 
film;  Gale  Page,  Donald  Crisp,  Ronald 
Reagan,  Jane  Wyman,  Anita  Louise,  Rose- 
mary Lane,  Lucille  Fairbanks,  Peggy  Dig- 
gins,  Ricardo  Cortez,  and  Bruce  Cabot. 

Among  the  other  celebrities  were  to  be 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  jr.,  carrying  a mes- 
sage from  his  President  father;  Postmas- 
ter General  Frank  Walker,  William  Ran- 
dolph Hearst  jr.,  Damon  Runyon,  Bill 
Corum,  Louis  Sobol  and  many  others. 

The  Thursday  night  festivities  were  to 
close  with  a Notre  Dame  Banquet  in  the 
university.  Friday  night  was  to  come  the 
premiere  in  four  South  Bend  theatres,  pre- 
ceded by  the  coast-to-coast  weekly  broad- 
cast of  Kate  Smith’s  program,  concluding 
with  the  Notre  Dame-College  of  Pacific 
football  game  on  Saturday. 

Warner  publicists  in  South  Bend  for  the 
event  were  expecting  a crowd  of  around 
200,000  to  pour  into  the  town  for  the  “big- 
gest celebration  in  the  history  of  the  city.” 


In  Theatre,  was  seen  along  the  Row  last 
week  with  his  boss,  Philip  Smith,  from 
Detroit  . . . Announcement  was  made  this 
week  that  the  five  Cantor  theatres  have 
joined  harids  with  Indianapolis  Co-Oper- 
ative Theatres,  Inc.,  a booking  and  buying 
combine  for  local  theatres.  The  group 
now  includes  the  Belmont,  Cinema,  Gar- 
field, Hollywood,  Rex,  Tacoma,  Talbott, 
Tuxedo,  Emerson,  Esquire,  Parker,  Sheri- 
dan and  Rivoli. 

The  employes  of  the  Esquire  several 
weeks  ago  conducted  a poll  to  find  out 
the  most  popular  actor,  who  turned  out 
to  be  Bob  Hope,  so  now  Morris  Cantor, 
manager,  is  re-scheduling  all  the  Hope 
films  he  can  get  . . . Rud  Lohrenz,  dis- 
trict manager  for  Warner,  was  a visitor 
at  the  local  exchange  recently  . . . Joe 
Bohn,  of  the  Big  Feature  Rights  office, 
has  returned  from  a business  trip  to  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  . . . Don  McLeod, 
head  booker  at  Metro  exchange,  is  the 
proud  father  of  a six  pound,  4 ounce  boy, 
born  September  24. 

James  Mescall,  an  east  side  painter, 
was  the  most  enthusiastic  patron  the  Ri- 
voli had  last  week  at  the  showing  of 
‘‘South  of  Pago  Pago.”  Mescall’s  son, 
John,  was  head  cameraman  on  the  pic- 
ture. Mescall  has  made  several  trips  to 
California  to  paint  sets  for  one  of  the 
major  studios  . . . Eddie  Zeyen,  manager 
of  the  Zaring  Egyptian,  has  become  rather 
a minor  authority  on  Egyptology.  Under 
his  direction  there  recently  were  com- 
pleted six  large  plaques  to  hang  above  the 
theatre’s  sidelights.  Each  of  them  was 
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carved  from  sections  of  friezes  Zeyen 
found  in  books  on  Egyptian  art. 

Indianapolis  neighborhood  houses  will 
give  coupons  to  the  kiddies  to  be  re- 
deemed at  neighborhood  stores  for  a gum, 
being  given  a big  campaign  in  this  terri- 
tory by  Filmad  Service  out  of  Philadel- 
phia by  Emil  Lucas  . . . Filmrow  was 
deserted  PYiday,  October  4,  when  prac- 
tically everyone  planned  to  be  in  South 
Bend  for  the  world  premiere  of  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American.” 

Variety  Club  members  are  in  the  swing 
of  things  for  their  Fall  season.  Last  Sat- 
urday night  the  club  held  the  first  of 
their  weekend  parties  with  Harold  Lloyd’s 
Hollywood  Horses  . . . Variety  Club  mem- 
bers honored  George  Landis,  chairman  of 
the  last  two  Variety  Club  golf  tourna- 
ments and  manager  of  Fox  Film  exchange, 
with  a special  party  Monday  night  at  the 
club  rooms. 

Sam  Eibeck,  booker  for  Affiliated  The- 
atres, Inc.,  was  host  to  the  monthly  meet- 
ing of  the  Bookers  Club  last  Friday  night. 
Claude  McKean,  office  manager  at  War- 
ner Bros.,  provided  the  entertainment  . . . 
Advertising  Accessories,  Inc.,  National 
Screen  Service,  National  Screen  Acces- 
sories and  Movie  Poster  Service  have  all 
moved  into  the  newly  remodeled  and  re- 
decorated quarters  on  Filmrow  . . . The 
club  composed  of  Paramount  exchange 
employes  held  their  annual  outing  Friday 
at  Kelch’s  dude  ranch,  northeast  of  In- 
dianapolis. A dinner  and  entertainment 
formed  part  of  the  program. 

Jerry  Weiss,  student  booker  in  the  lo- 
cal RKO  office,  will  leave  for  the  Mil- 
waukee exchange  to  assume  the  duties  of 
assistant  booker  the  latter  part  of  this 
week  . . . Carl  Shalit,  district  manager 
for  Columbia,  was  in  town  conferring  with 
Guy  Craig  . . . Pauline  Rockey,  head  in- 
spectress at  RKO,  was  honored  with  a 
farewell  party.  Mrs.  Rockey  will  be  suc- 
ceeded by  Miss  Sarah  Gastineau.  Doro- 
thy Reynolds,  formerly  with  United  Art- 
ists, will  be  added  as  inspectress  at  RKO. 

Cecilia  Hughes,  secretary  to  Hadley 
Hull,  at  Universal,  is  vacationing  in  Des 
Moines  . . . John  Servass,  head  of  Ex- 
hibitors Exchange,  Inc.,  is  under  the 
weather  . . . George  Landis,  manager  at 
Fox,  and  his  sales  staff,  have  returned 
from  Cincinnati  where  they  attended  the 
Kent  Drive  meeting.  Herman  Wobber, 
general  sales  manager,  was  the  principal 
speaker. 


Gene  Rich  Joins  Metro: 
Teitelman  to  BOXOFFICE 

Chicago — Eugene  D.  Rich,  central  edi- 
tor of  Boxoffice,  has  resigned  that  post 
effective  Monday  to  join  Loew’s,  Inc.,  as 
an  exploiteer  in  Chicago  on  the  staff  of 
William  Bishop,  district  exploitation  head. 

Rich  is  succeeded  at  Boxoffice  by  Hal 
Tate  Teitelman  of  Chicago,  trade  paper 
and  business  magazine  writer.  Hal  will 
headquarter  at  the  Boxoffice  and  Mod- 
ern Theatre  office  at  332  South  Michigan 
Blvd. 


Warner  Screens  Three 
For  Chicago  Trade 

Chicago — Warner  Brothers  were  hosts  to 
about  60  Chicago  and  out-state  exhibitors 
at  a trade  screening  of  forthcoming  prod- 
uct in  the  Warner  screening  room. 

Pictures  screened  were  “Knute  Rockne 
— All  American,”  “No  Time  for  Comedy,” 
and  “City  for  Conquest.”  Sandwiches  and 
coffee  were  served  the  exhibitors. 


Honeymooners  in  N.  Y. — 

H.  R.  Simons  and  his  bride  at  the 

RKO  Radio  exhibitors  lounge  in  the 

home  office  while  visiting  the  New 

York  World’s  Fair.  He  is  with  the 

Palace  at  Artego,  Wis. 

MPTOA  Will  Go  for 
Decree  Inlervention 

(Continued  from  page  29) 
ates  throughout  the  country,  have  pulled 
excellent  results  wherever  used,  Wehren- 
berg  stated. 

There  was  some  discussion  concerning 
the  status  of  some  pictures  as  to  whether 
they  should  be  included  in  the  1939-40 
or  1940-41  lineup  of  the  producing  com- 
panies. It  was  indicated  that  local  con- 
troversies, if  any,  concerning  these  could 
be  worked  out  through  the  managers  of 
the  St.  Louis  exchanges. 

Kuykendall  again  declared  in  favor  of 
less  government  interference  with  the  in- 
dustry, which  he  declared  is  fully  capable 
of  working  out  its  own  problems  with- 
out the  aid  of  outsiders. 

"Unfair"  Burden 

He  emphasized  that  while  the  industry 
has  always  been  ready  and  willing  to 
carry  its  share  of  the  nation’s  tax  bur- 
dens he  contended  that  it  was  unfair  and 
unreasonable  to  impose  “unjust  and  un- 
fair” tax  burdens  on  the  trade. 

In  this  connection,  he  recalled  a state- 
ment by  President  Woodrow  Wilson  dur- 
ing the  1914-18  World  War,  that  “the 
motion  picture  industry  did  more  to  sus- 
tain the  morale  of  the  American  people 
than  any  other  industry.” 

Touching  on  the  Neely  Bill  briefly  he 
expressed  the  belief  that  it  is  now  a dead 
issue,  without  any  prospects  of  passing 
Congress. 

Getting  to  the  proposed  consent  decree, 
he  declared  that  it  was  the  outgrowth  of 
some  contentions,  quarreling  and  dis- 
agreements. 

He  deplored  the  fact  that  it  eliminates 
the  exhibitors  present  cancellation  privi- 
leges and  that  the  references  as  to  clear- 
ance “are  so  vague  and  hard  to  under- 
stand it  is  doubtful  if  any  of  the  exhibi- 
tors will  benefit  thereby.” 

“The  attorneys  for  the  producers  and 
the  department  of  justice  just  had  some- 
thing too  hot  and  were  looking  for  some 
place  to  lay  it,”  he  said.  In  regard  to 
the  five-block  units  he  said  the  producers 
would  simply  set  in  three  “clucks”  with  a 


couple  of  good  pictures  and  then  “cram 
the  entire  lot  down  the  throats  of  the 
people.” 

He  said  the  MPTOA  had  promised  the 
department  of  justice  it  would  try  to  work 
along  with  it,  but  that  the  proposed  con- 
sent decree  was  unworkable. 

Touching  on  the  question  of  slot  ma- 
chine movies,  Kuykendall  said  he  had  a 
talk  on  this  subject  with  James  Roosevelt, 
asserting  the  President’s  son  was  “eva- 
sive.” It  was  revealed  that  the  juke  box 
folks  already  have  made  provision  for  15- 
minute  films,  may  soon  step  up  the  length 
to  30  minutes  and  that  they  are  busy  sign- 
ing up  stars. 

Fear  "Juke"  Boxes 

Wehrenberg  expressed  the  belief  these 
shows  would  provide  worse  competition 
than  the  non-theatrical  pictures  the  or- 
ganization has  been  fighting  for  years.  It 
was  voted  to  refer  this  matter  to  the 
labor  committee  of  the  organization. 

There  was  some  off-the-record  discus- 
sion of  the  labor  dispute  that  closed  the 
Powhattan  in  Maplewood,  Mo.,  but  no 
action  was  taken  since  this  was  regarded 
as  a local  matter.  It  was  also  revealed 
that  the  St.  Louis  exhibitors  had  asked 
distributors  to  fix  the  rental  value  of  their 
product  within  ten  days  after  the  close  of 
the  local  first  run  instead  of  setting  up 
new  rentals  for  different  zones  from  time 
to  time. 

Some  of  the  others  who  addressed  the 
meeting  were  Mrs.  Arretus  FYanklym  Burt, 
founder  and  honorary  president  of  the 
Better  Films  Council  of  Greater  St.  Louis; 
Mrs.  Guy  Randall,  newly  elected  president 
of  the  Council;  Mrs.  John  Fi-anklin  Noble, 
former  president  and  general  chairman  of 
the  review  committee;  Director  of  Public 
Safety  George  W.  Chadsey;  Building  Com- 
missioner Charles  Welsch  (who  reported 
“No  violations,  no  complaints  and  co- 
operation 100  per  cent  in  past  year)  and 
James  Ellison,  chief  theatre  inspector  for 
the  city’s  building  department. 


Second  Lead  to  Hunter 

Hollywood — Ian  Hunter  has  been  given 
the  second  male  lead  in  “Come  Live  With 
Me,”  Hedy  Lamarr-James  Stewart  vehicle 
which  Clarence  Brown  is  directing  for 
Metro. 
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C IIHI  Ilf  C A (G  O Produclion  Advanced 


gl  GREIVER  is  now  booking  the  new 
Tone  in  St.  Anne,  111.,  being  operated 
by  Lyle  Bertrand  and  Ralph  Grubbs  . . . 
RKO  screened  the  new  government  film, 
“Power  and  the  Land,”  the  other  day  for 
numerous  exhibitors. 

A ‘‘draft  refugees”  bachelor  party  was 
given  by  Warner  employes  for  Harry  Cor- 
bet a7id  James  Kennedy  at  the  Avalon  last 
week.  Both  men  are  to  be  married  shortly. 

Harris  SiJverberg,  National  Screen 
branch  manager  here,  spent  the  Jewish 
holidays  in  Detroit,  his  former  home  . . . 
Joe  Kaufman,  B&K  booker,  and  Miss 
Marge  Kosman,  were  to  be  married  on 
Wednesday  of  this  week  at  the  Blackstone 
Hotel.  Following  their  marriage  they 
planned  a two-week  honeymoon  trip  to 
New  York. 

Henri  Elman  is  back  after  another  fly- 
ing trip  to  New  York  . . . Bill  Brumberg, 
Warner  assistant  branch  manager,  is  mov- 
ing: From  one  apartment  to  the  other  in 
the  same  building. 

Jerry  Jonas,  executive  checking  super- 
visor of  M-G-M,  is  here  for  a two-week 
stay,  going  over  matters  with  Bill  Potts, 
Chicago  checking  supervisor  . . . John  Lud- 
wig, Los  Angeles  exhibitor,  was  through 
here  on  his  return  to  the  west  coast  after 
a vacation  in  Milwaukee,  where  he  has 
theatre  holdings. 

Ambrose  Conroy,  Southtown  manager,  is 
the  proud  papa  of  an  eight-pound  baby 
boy. 


Guides  Mitchell  Starrer 

Hollywood — Vincent  Sherman  will  di- 
rect Thomas  Mitchell  in  Warner’s  “'Trial 
and  Error.” 


FOR  YOUR  BUSINESS 
OR  PLEASURE  TRIP  TO 


ST.IOUIS 


Directly  opposite  beautiful 
Forest  Park  ...convenient 
transportation  to  all  parts 
of  greater  St.  Louis  ...  Ac- 
commodations featuring 
luxurious  comfort  at  rea- 
sonable rates.  Fine  food 

COOL  SPACIOUS  ROOMS 
AIR  CONDITIONED 
DINING  ROOMS 
CROWN  COCKTAIL  LOUNGE 
ROOMS  WITH  Jin, 
PRIVATE  BATH  from'^  Ci 
KINGS  HIGHWAY  AT  W.  PINE 
) K BRYAN.  MGR 


Beyond  Field-Wanger 


Chicago — Hollywood  production  meth- 
ods have  rim  away  from  exhibition  and 
distribution  methods,  Walter  Wanger  told 
more  than  250  Chicago  advertising  men  at 
their  opening  1940  fall  season  luncheon. 
“The  movies  are  gone  today,”  he  told  the 
members  of  the  Chicago  Federated  Ad- 
vertising Club,  “it’s  now  the  ‘show  busi- 
ness,’ and  shoLild  be  conducted  accord- 
ingly.” 

Instead  of  cutting  production  costs  50 
per  cent,  just  because  the  world  market 
has  been  cut  in  half  because  the  bankers 
want  the  producers  to,  other  means  should 
be  taken  to  insure  greater  domestic  re- 
turns so  that  big  pictures  can  still  be 
turned  out  in  the  film  capital,  Wanger 
said. 

“We  should  figure  out  better  means  of 
merchandising  pictures,  perhaps  there 
should  be  longer  runs  of  product,  and 
there  should  be  more  pre-selling,”  he  said. 

“In  the  days  of  silent  pictures,  picture 
making  was  merely  a manufacturing  pro- 
cess; today  the  talkies  are  a creative  pro- 
cess, and  to  maintain  our  progress  to  date 
there  must  be  an  increase  in  quality  and 
more  unusual  types  of  pictures  made.” 

Wanger  said  that  American  advertising 
has  glorified  cigarettes,  cars,  refrigeration 
and  similar  industries,  and  there  is  no  rea- 
son our  24-sheets  of  the  film  industry 
should  not  be  as  good.  Money  has  been 
spent  too  carelessly  in  advertising,  while 
planning  of  advance  campaigns  has  not 
been  anywhere  near  as  careim  as  it  might 
be.  A $1,000, 000-production  is  made,  and 
then  sent  on  its  merry  way  with  haphaz- 
ard advertising  in  most  instances,  he 
added. 

Bringing  in  current  events,  Wanger  said 
that  the  American  motion  picture  is  the 
best  ambassador  today  of  the  American 
way.  It  is  the  greatest  salesman  and  trade 
follows  wherever  motion  pictures  are 
shown.  The  film  industry’s  obligation  is 
to  give  the  public  what  it  wants,  and  these 
things  cannot  always  be  innocuous  pic- 
tures. Today,  he  said,  censorship  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  has  been  unfairly  ex- 
ercised as  regards  motion  pictures.  There 
should  be  a free  screen  as  well  as  a free 
press;  screen  fare  cannot  be  limited  when 
wond  events  are  as  they  are  toaay,  he  said. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  Hollywood  producers 
to  make  pictures  of  what  is  going  on  in 
the  world  today.  He  added  that  Holly- 
wood has  been  too  conservative,  and  in  the 
face  of  the  times,  should  “stick  its  neck 
out  a little  more  today.” 

“In  power  and  defense  of  America,  pic- 
tures have  a big  part  to  play,”  Wanger 
said.  “We  should  offer  the  public  pictures 
of  what  is  going  on  about  us,  and  if  they 
don’t  make  so  much  profit,  we  still  should 
realize  that  we  are  doing  it  for  the  good 
of  our  country;  so  that  the  country  win  be 
prepared  for  any  eventualities.” 

Wanger  concluded  by  saying  that  more 
films  that  are  realistic  of  America’s  glor- 
ious past  should  be  produced. 


Circuit  Builds 

Cairo,  III. — The  I.  W.  Rodgers  circuit 
has  contracted  for  RCA  sound  for  the 
new  Gem  Theatre  being  built  here. 


South  Bend,  Ind. — James  S.  Fusheanes 
is  installing  RCA  sound  in  his  770-seat 
Oliver. 


ST,  imiUlI 

^OMMY  JAMES,  owner  of  the  New 
* Comet,  has  a letter  from  James  E.  Cook, 
boys’  work  director  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Ass’n  of  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis 
County,  complimenting  him  for  having 
given  to  the  Negroes  of  St.  Louis  one  of 
their  finest  houses  in  the  country  . . . J. 
Mario  Plessner,  a member  of  the  Fanchon 
& Marco  exploitation  staff,  will  always 
take  time  out  to  talk  about  Joan  Pless- 
ner, a four-month-old  resident  of  Glen- 
dale, local  suburb.  He  is  confident  that 
some  day  his  pretty  daughter  will  be  a 
top-flight  film  star. 

A new  roller  rink  has  been  opened  in 
the  Arena  opposite  Forest  Park.  It  can 
accommodate  2,000  skaters.  It  is  also  an- 
nounced that  a $250,000  roller  rink  will 
be  erected  on  Chippewa  St.  east  of  Kings- 
highway  Blvd.  by  the  Koenig  interest.  The 
building  will  also  contain  42  bowling  al- 
leys. 

Ray  Parker,  manager  of  the  Shady  Oak, 
is  proudly  displaying  a letter  received 
from  Mayor  Alfred  Kerth  of  Clayton,  Mo., 
congratulating  him  on  the  high  class 
shows  being  presented  at  the  house  . . . 
Don  Norling,  former  treasurer  of  Fanchon 
& Marco’s  Ambassador,  has  gone  over  big 
as  manager  of  the  West  End,  a St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.  house. 

Two  revivals,  ‘‘Lost  Horizon”  and  ‘‘The 
Awful  Truth,”  have  been  doing  real  well 
at  the  St.  Louis  . . . Martin  F.  Davis,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Ambassador,  and 
Louise  Leon,  boss  of  the  candy  conces- 
sion at  that  showhouse,  have  returned 
from  their  honeymoon. 

Marvin  Storms,  an  official  of  the  Roxy 
in  New  York,  is  a visitor  here  . . . The 
Dakota,  a Wehrenberg  house,  has  reopen- 
ed after  a summer  shutdown. 


MIIIILWAIUKIIEIE 

JOSEPH  ROSENBERG,  vice-president  of 
^ the  Bank  of  America,  Los  Angeles,  in 
town  to  visit  his  brothers,  said  that  re- 
trenchment is  necessary  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry,  but  said  he  was  certain  the 
quality  of  the  pictures  will  not  be  affected. 

Fox  has  shifted  a number  of  its  south 
side  managers  with  Ted  Kraft  going  from 
the  Riviera  to  the  Zenith;  Joe  Klauzer 
from  the  Layton  Park  to  the  Riviera; 
Foster  Liederbach  from  Warner-Saxe’s 
Mirth  to  the  Layton  Park  and  Buster 
Miehle  named  to  manage  the  World. 

Louis  Nye  has  been  transferred  from 
manager  of  Standard  Theatre’s  Lake  Gen- 
eva to  the  Gateway  in  Kenosha,  succeed- 
ing Tom  Reilly.  Wallace  Estrup,  formerly 
of  the  Regal  here,  succeeds  Nye  at  Lake 
Geneva. 

Joe  Penner,  Laurel  & Hardy,  George 
Jessel  and  Louella  O.  Parsons  are  all 
slated  for  personal  appearances  shortly  at 
the  Riverside  here  . . . Muscoda,  which  is 
without  a theatre,  is  now  showing  film 
every  Saturday  night  in  the  school  audi- 
torium through  the  cooperation  of  local 
merchants. 

Majestic  in  Sheboygan  is  now  giving 
away  “Ruby  Red”  dinnerware  to  all  lady 
patrons  on  Thursdays  and  Fridays.  First 
unit  of  the  giveaway  consisted  of  six  fruit 
dishes. 
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Variety  Initiates 
11  New  Members 


Opinions  Conflict  Regarding 
Outlook  for  the  Northwest 


Kansas  City — The  boys  had  a lot  of  fun 
Monday  night  at  Variety  Club  when  11 
new  members  were  initiated.  With  Leo 
Pinkelstein  as  “general  manager,”  the  af- 
fair developed  a lot  of  impromptu  talent. 

Initiates  were  Martin  B.  Weiser,  War- 
ner Bros.;  William  Lansburg,  Paramount; 
W.  G.  McKinney  of  H.  J.  Griffith  Thea- 
tres, Inc.;  Stan  Goldberg,  Monogram; 
William  F.  Hardman,  RCA;  J.  Ray  Cook, 
Missouri  Theatre,  Maryville,  Mo.;  L.  J. 
Kimbriel,  Missouri  Theatre  Supply;  J.  H. 
Harris,  H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres;  Collins 
“Bud”  Riley,  Republic -Midwest;  William 
A.  Porter,  Stebbins  Theatre  Supply,  and 
E.  S.  “Louis”  Sutter,  Castle  Theatre. 

Initiates  were  given  a choice  of  activity: 
Golf,  acting,  selling,  playing  musical  in- 
struments, etc.,  whatever  they  felt  they 
could  do  most  ably  or  entertainingly.  Stan 
Goldberg  selected  selling,  and  was  given 
the  opportunity  of  placing  26  of  last  sea- 
son’s Republic  pictures  with  Joe  Doakes, 
played  by  Robert  P.  Withers  of  Republic- 
Midwest,  who  has  been  in  the  film  busi- 
ness quite  a while  and  who  brought  forth 
most  of  the  answers  given  by  exhibitors  to 
film  salesmen.  An  “impediment”  in 
Doakes’  speech  didn’t  help  Salesman  Gold- 
berg any. 

After  dinner  speeches  were  made  by 
Lansburg,  Sutter  and  Goldberg,  with  Senn 
Lawler  of  Pox  Midwest  acting  as  .iudge  and 
referee.  Ben  Marcus  of  Columbia  quizzed 
the  lads  on  their  ability  to  sell  Charity 
Ball  tickets;  Leon  Abraham,  RKO,  was 
the  bowling  quiz-master,  and  Charley 
Gregory  of  NSS  gave  the  examination  in 
card  playing. 

Harry  McClure  of  Fox  Midwest,  profes- 
sor of  piano,  got  no  pupils  at  all,  but  Jerry 
Zigmond,  emcee  of  entertainment,  un- 
covered real  talent  with  his  musical  in- 
struments. Bill  Lansburg  of  Paramount 
can  play  the  violin  okay.  Marty  Weiser 
offered  to  play  the  mandolin,  but  the  five 
or  six  instruments  furnished  by  Zigmond 
didn’t  include  one. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  evening  was 
provided  by  Bill  Porter  and  McKinney, 
who  did  an  acting  skit.  These  two  lads 
showed  a certain  proficiency  in  the  sub- 
ject, if  not  in  the  performance,  of  the 
scene.  Dr.  Zoglin  acted  as  medical  exami- 
ner for  the  evening. 

Arthur  Cole  of  Paramount  provided  the 
more  serious  note  of  the  initiation  with 
his  talk  on  charity. 


Lewellen  Joins  Huffman 
As  Exploitation  Aide 

Lincoln — W.  C.  Lewellen,  formerly  with 
the  J.  H.  Cooper  Enterprises  in  Pueblo, 
Colo.,  has  been  brought  here  as  assistant 
city  manager  under  R.  W.  “Bob”  Huff- 
man, of  the  Lincoln  Theatres  Corp.,  also 
a Cooper  property. 

Huffman,  in  assigning  him  to  the  city 
office,  said  he  would  oversee  exploita- 
tion for  all  three  LTC  houses  (Stuart, 
Lincoln  and  Nebraska) , and  would  take 
an  active  part  in  the  fall  plans  for  the 
Nebraska.  Latter  house  will  start  a few 
stunts  soon  aimed  at  making  it  a bigger 
draw  with  the  family  trade. 

This  means  there  will  be  no  change  in' 
house  managers  at  the  present  time.  Har- 
vey Traylor  stays  at  the  Lincoln,  Paul 
Anderson  at  the  Stuart,  and  Gene  Shana- 
han at  the  Nebraska,_ 


(T 

"Boom  Town"  Moves 
For  Third  Week 

Minneapolis — “Boom  Town,"  for  which 
admission  prices  were  raised  from  44  to 
55  cents  top,  went  into  its  third  week  in 
the  loop  here  when  it  was  moved  from 
the  State  to  the  Century.  Business  has 
been  very  big  and  it's  expected  picture 
will  remain  a fourth  week. 

Another  holdover  was  "Ramparts  We 
Watch"  at  the  World.  This  picture  has 
been  doing  surprisingly  large  business, 
giving  the  World  its  largest  patronage 
in  many  months.  There  were  holdouts 
throughout  the  entire  first  week.  Inter- 
est in  the  "Baptism  of  Fire"  sequence 
is  believed  one  of  the  reasons  for  the 
fine  trade. 

■■  J 

Convenlion  Awails 
Aclion  on  Decree 


Kansas  City — After  protesting  vigorous- 
ly to  the  government  and  the  MPTOA 
against  the  “five-picture”  clause  proposed 
in  the  consent  decree  for  the  industry,  di- 
rectors of  the  Kansas-Missouri  Theatres 
Ass’n  voted  to  wait  a while  until  action  on 
the  decree  crystallized  before  setting  a 
date  for  its  annual  convention. 

Addressed  to  Thurman  Arnold,  govern- 
ment “trust  buster,”  was  the  following 
telegram : 

“Kansas  Missouri  Theatre  Association 
board  of  directors,  representing  350  thea- 
tres in  Kansas  and  western  Missouri,  in 
session  today,  unanimously  protest  and 
condemn  the  five-picture  clause  as  now 
contained  in  the  consent  decree. 

“We  are  convinced  it  will  disrupt  the 
even  flow  of  pictures  which  is  vitally 
necessary  in  the  conduct  of  our  business, 
and  materially  increase  our  film  rental, 
which  has  at  this  time  reached  the  satura- 
tion point. 

“We  recommend  retaining  the  entire 
block  sales  with  an  unconditional  20  per 
cent  elimination  privilege.” 

The  telegram  was  siened  by  Frank  Cas- 
sil.  Rialto.  St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  president;  Fred 
Meyn,  Park.  Kansas  City,  Kas..  secretary- 
treasurer;  Homer  Strowig.  Plaza.  Abilene, 
Kas..  vice-nresident;  R.  R.  Biechele,  Osage, 
Kansas  City,  Kas.;  Gus  Diamond.  Vogue, 
Salina:  Howard,  Arkansas  City.  Kas.,  and 
other  theatres,  and  George  Harttmann,  Ar- 
mour, North  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Substantially  the  same  teleeram  as  that 
sent  to  Arnold  went  to  Ed  Kuykendall  of 
the  MPTOA. 


House  for  Van  Hvning 
ts  Goina  Up  in  lola 

Iola.  Kas. — A new  560-seat  theatre  is 
beinsr  built  here  by  H.  C.  Constant  for  E. 
Van  Hyning,  former  Ottawa  exhibitor.  The 
new  protect,  including  equipment,  will  cost 
approximately  $20,000  and  is  expected  to 
be  completed  within  60  days. 


Minneapolis — Conflicting  opinions  re- 
garding the  outlook  for  theatre  business 
are  held  by  film  exchange  heads  and 
Northwest  Allied  leaders  here. 

Branch  managers  cite  figures  just  issued 
by  the  federal  agricultural  economics  bu- 
reau, showing  that  the  Northwest  con- 
tinues to  lead  the  entire  nation  in  farm 
cash,  with  a gain  of  21  per  cent  over  last 
year. 

On  the  other  hand,  arguing  that  ex- 
hibitors in  this  territory  cannot  afford  to 
pay  as  much  for  film  as  those  elsewhere, 
Fred  Strom,  Northwest  Allied  executive 
secretary,  calls  attention  to  statistics  pub- 
lished in  a leading  national  periodical  cov- 
ering orders  for  war  materials  from  the 
Allies  and  contracts  let  by  the  U.  S.  gov- 
ernment in  connection  with  its  defense 
program. 

These  statistics  reveal  that  the  North- 
west has  received  only  an  infinitesimal 
amount  of  such  business  and  is  benefiting 
little  from  this  sort  of  expenditures — this 
in  contrast  to  what  obtains  in  other  sec- 
tions of  the  country. 

The  increase  in  farm  income  is  bound 
to  result  in  greatly  improved  boxoffice 
grosses  during  the  next  12  months,  the 
film  branch  managers  insist.  Moreover,  it 
is  declared,  this  territory  eventually  will 
benefit,  directly  and  indirectly,  from  U.  S. 
defense  expenditures. 

Federal  agricultural  economics  bureau 
figures  show  that  farmers  in  Minnesota, 
the  Dakotas,  Montana  and  Wisconsin  have 
realized  $559,836,000  this  year  to  August  1. 
The  income  rolls  in  at  the  daily  rate  of 
$2,734,100.  Crop  income  alone  of  $123,- 
436,000  is  58  per  cent  higher  than  in  1939. 
Minnesota  stands  out  as  leader  of  the 
Northwest  states  on  all  income  items  and 
its  total  farm  cash  this  year  is  $228,135,000, 
compared  with  $187,438,000  a year  earlier. 
Of  the  latter  amount  the  crop  ca.sh  is 
$50,441,000. 

The  Minneapolis  Federal  Reserve  Bank 
report  reveals  that  the  upward  business 
surge,  which  started  in  July,  is  continu- 
ing and  that  the  August  business  volume 
“closely  approached  the  high  levels  of  the 
first  quarter”  of  1940,  with  at  least  one 
indicator,  city  department  store  sales, 
climbing  to  a new  all-time  high. 


Ascap  Counsel  Is 
Due  in  Lincoln 


Lincoln — Louis  J.  Frohlich,  Ascap’s  gen- 
eral counsel,  was  due  here  this  week  for 
argument  on  whether  the  state’s  anti- 
Ascap  law  will  be  allowed  to  go  on  up  to 
the  U.  S.  supreme  court.  Frohlich  contends 
the  state  waited  too  long,  that  the  period 
between  the  time  of  the  3-judge  court’s 
decision  and  the  filing  deadline  has  ex- 
pired. 

The  1937  law  was  called  inoperative  here 
by  the  court,  and  is  being  pushed  further 
on  a pool  of  radio  station  money. 


"Band"  Ahead  in  Des  Moines 

Des  Moines — “Strike  Up  the  Band”  top- 
ped the  previous  Rooney-Garland  starrer, 
“Babes  in  Arms,”  in  its  opening  day  at 
the  Roosevelt. 
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....AW,  SHUCKS! 


From  the  Tall  Corn — By 

F BEING  a political  year,  our  party’s 
nominee  as  the  best  lobby  decoration  in 
the  state  is  the  large  and  glistening  sail- 
fish  which  paddles  along  the  wall  in  Joe 
Gerbrach’s  Collegian  at  Ames.  And  if 
you’re  looking  at  a candidate  for  tops  in 
office  attractions,  get  a glimpse  of  that 
red  snapper  in  back  of  Joe’s  desk.  It 
would  outshine  a showman  with  any  less 
beaming  personality  than  Joe’s. 


After  tracking  Joe  from  the  Collegian  to 
the  New  Ames  to  the  Varsity,  Sunday,  we 
finally  trapped  him  when  he  doubled  back 
to  the  downtown  Collegian.  Cornered,  Joe 
admitted  that  touring  around  to  his  houses 
in  such  fine  weather  was  pleasant  enough, 
aside  from  the  small  inner  voice  whisper- 
ing that  just  as  Old  Sol  was  pulling  him 
outdoors,  so  was  the  sunshine  turning  ro- 
mantic collegians  toward  the  leafy  bowers 
of  the  countryside  instead  of  into  the  fold- 
ing seats  of  Joe’s  picture  palaces. 


The  nation’s  “typical  one-horse  town,” 
shoveled  into  the  spotlight  last  year  by  the 
ballyhoo  stirred  up  on  Roy  T.  Hill’s  show- 
ing of  “Pride  of  the  Blue  Grass”  at  his 
State  Theatre  in  State  Center,  la.,  has 
just  missed  the  headlines  again.  Roy  was 
primed  for  a state  premiere  of  “Lum  and 
Abner’s  “Dreaming  Out  Loud,”  October  6, 
but  W.  C.  Rice  at  Algona’s  Call  and  Carter 
English  at  Centerville’s  Majestic,  beat  him 
to  the  draw. 


Despite  coming  in  with  third  booking  in 
the  state.  Roy  Hill  is  making  Page  1 news 
in  the  State  Center  Enterprise  by  opening 
“Dreaming  Out  Loud”  with  farm  produce 
accepted  for  admission  to  the  matinee.  He 
has  a “Jot  ’em  Dowm”  country  store  oper- 
ating in  town  to  make  the  public  Lum  ’n’ 
Abner-conscious,  too. 


Bob  Dawson’s  been  trying  to  outsmart 
the  late  summer  slump  this  year.  The 
lights  are  reported  burning  in  his  Rozoda 
at  Redfield  only  two  nights  a week.  He’s 
been  operating  a seven-night  industry  at 
the  spot  through  the  last  five  years. 


That  new  coil-and-well  cooling  system 
at  Howard  Colon’s  Colonial  in  Hamburg, 
la.,  is  working  so  efficiently  that  Bruce 
Aldrich  and  wife  only  needed  one  peek  to 
decide  to  have  similar  attachments  in- 
stalled in  their  Iowa  and  State  in  Shenan- 
doah, la. 


KEN  and  RENE  CLAYTON  

We  observed  that  you  could  see  the 
lights  on  that  new  canopy  Jess  Carter 
built  in  Northwood  miles  away.  But  we 
didn’t  know  you  could  see  them  clear  down 
in  Fort  Madison.  The  management  of 
the  Iowa  in  Fort  Madison  has  heard  so 
much  about  the  brilliant  Northwood  work- 
manship that  it’s  dickering  for  a canopy 
on  the  same  order. 


John  Sherman’s  operating  the  Elite  in 
Laurens,  la.,  for  Kenneth  Fair,  since  Jim’s 
boy  decided  to  try  his  hand  at  representing 
Seagram’s  in  the  St.  Louis  area.  Sherman 
used  to  fix  ’em  up  when  they  were  busted 
down  for  Service  Theatre  Supply. 


Another  manager  who’s  on  the  wing 
with  a motor  ahead  of  him  these  days  is 
M.  A.  Brown  of  the  Forest  Theatre  in  For- 
est City.  It’s  getting  so  you  can’t  tell  the 
Iowa  exhibitor  list  from  the  Amateur 
Aeronautics  membership  roll. 


Arm-in-arm  were  Nate  Sandler,  who  en- 
tertains Northwood  and  Missouri  Valley, 
and  Art  Sunde  of  the  Elma  in  Elma,  la., 
on  the  Row  last  week.  G.  M.  Thacker  of 
the  West  Bend  house  in  West  Bend,  la.; 
Harry  Huddleston  of  the  Earl  in  Earlham, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Hanson  of 
Woodward  were  looking  over  the  ex- 
changes, too. 


A bright  and  early  item  is  the  report 
from  Morning  Sun,  la.  Ferguson  and  Hor- 
ner are  said  to  be  the  early  birds  you’ll 
find  in  the  Morning  Sun  Theatre.  C.  J. 
Zear  has  been  catching  the  . . . customers 
there  . . . Golly!!!  We  provided  Carroll 
Lane,  who  shows  films  from  here  to  there 
and  back  again,  with  only  one  house.  And 
the  wrong  one  at  that.  The  law  of  aver- 
ages musta  been  repealed  when  we  weren’t 
lookin’. 


Puffing  for  the  Central  States  circuit 
now  is  Floyd  Puffer’s  Cresco  at  Cresco,  la. 
The  corporation  took  over  the  house  Octo- 
ber 1.  Central  States  is  also  reported  to 
have  its  Strand  at  Grinnell  re-opened  now 
that  the  collitch  boys  and  gals  are  back  on 
Main  and  Broad  streets. 


Probably  Mrs.  J.  G.  Pierce  of  Story  City 
hasn’t  realized  it,  but  she’s  been  holding 
the  “belle  of  the  Iowa  film  biz”  title.  Mrs. 
T.  D.  McCrea  of  the  Newell  at  Newell,  la., 
didn’t  know  this  either  . . . She’s  a chal- 
lenger. 


K A Y C IE  IE 

gEEN  ON  THE  ROW:  Earl  Kerr,  Albany 
and  Bethany,  Mo.;  Wes  Booth,  former 
exhibitor  at  Nebraska  City,  Neb.;  Frank 
Anderson,  Family,  Kirksville,  Mo.;  Mrs.  E. 
Nolan,  Ozark,  Cassville,  Mo.  . . . Harry 
Graham,  district  manager  for  Universal  at 
Atlanta,  was  in  Kansas  City  for  a few 
minutes  Tuesday  between  planes. 

Texeen  Swarens  is  the  name  of  the  new 
secretary  of  Boh  Conn,  hooker  at  20th- 
Fox.  She’s  from  Texas. 

The  most  novel  announcement  of  a birth 
we’ve  seen  in  a long  time  is  the  big  blue- 
print sent  out  this  week  by  E.  R.  Fensin, 
sales  manager  of  General  Seating  Co.  Jim 
Foland  received  one  here.  It  announced 
a “New  1940  Model  . . . Designed  to  make 
life  supremely  happy  . . . Produced  in  the 
World’s  finest  factory  . . . Personnel: 
Producer,  Ruth  Fensin;  Engineer,  E.  R. 
Fensin  . . . associates  . . . Preferred  cred- 
itor, Ruth  Fensin  (she  carried  this  ac- 
count nine  months)  . . . Owners  of  good 
male  models  desirous  of  discussing  mar- 
riage contracts  should  form  to  the  right 
. . . Any  persons  caught  attempting  to  in- 
fringe on  our  patent  right  will  be  prose- 
cuted in  the  highest  courts.” 

On  the  Row:  F.  L.  "Doc”  Lowe,  Ster- 
ling, Kas.;  George  Nescher,  Rio,  Valley 
Falls,  Kas.;  H.  E.  Porta,  Community , Hu- 
mansville.  Mo.;  Boh  Gorham,  Liberty,  Hor- 
ton, Kas.;  S.  W.  Booth,  Booth,  Rich  Hill, 
Mo.;  A.  M.  Strafuss,  Cozy,  Ottawa,  Kas.; 
Hugh  Gardner  and  Ed  Harris,  Orpheum 
and  Fotosho,  Neosho,  Mo.;  M.  S.  Heath, 
Plaza,  Liberty,  Mo.;  Joe  T.  Ghosen,  Se- 
dalia.  Mo.;  M.  A.  Otto,  Linn,  Pleasanton, 
Kas.;  Virgin  Green,  Green,  La  Plata,  Mo. 

Charley  Crawford  of  20th-Fox  ad  sales 
was  on  the  road  this  week  . . . Speaking 
of  births,  the  Shields  Wilsons  of  the  Cam- 
den, Camdenton,  Mo.,  announce  the  ar- 
rival of  their  first,  a 7-pound  girl,  chris- 
tened Sheilia.  It  happened  September  28. 

Arthur  Cole  of  Paramount  went  to  St. 
Louis  to  help  the  exchange  there  move 
to  new  quarters  . . . Mort  Van  Praag,  Na- 
tional Screen  Service,  was  in  Kansas  City 
. . . Stan  Mayer,  20th-Fox  manager  at  Des 
Moines,  was  on  the  Row  . . . Jack  Shriner 
has  installed  new  lamps  in  the  Gem,  Kan- 
sas City. 

Personally  we  don’t  attest  to  the  fol- 
lowing, but  pass  it  on  to  sportsmen  in  the 
business  for  what  it  is  worth:  Bob  Conn 
and  John  Long  of  20th-Pox  recommend 
very  highly  the  Niangua  River  near 
Branch,  Mo.,  as  a place  to  fish.  They  say 
it’s  a good  spot  for  duck  and  quail,  too 
. . . A.  E.  Jarboe,  Ritz,  Cameron,  Mo.,  was 
in  on  his  regular  trip  this  week  . . . Martin 
Finkelstein  and  Leo  J.  McCarthy  were 
spotted  the  other  day  in  the  Muehlebach. 
“Mac”  had  an  educational  he  was  taking 
back  east. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  the  annual 
howling  tournament,  sponsored  each  year 
for  charity  by  the  Variety  Club  and  the 
Kansas  City  Star.  F.  C.  Hensler  of  Metro 
and  Ernie  Mehl  of  the  Star  will  handle 
again  this  year.  Date  is  December  21-22. 


Our  "New  Season  Hits" 

Announcement  on  Your  Screen  is  Low  in 
Cost  and  High  in  Seat  Selling  Value. 
Write  us  for  Full  Details 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

122  W.  18th  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


NOW  YOU  CAN  BUY  THE  FAMOUS  (Best  by  Test) 
Flav-O-Nut  Seasoning  at  These  New  Low  Prices: 

$6.25 

\iy2 

mi 

4.50 

3.50 

4.25 

90 

2.40 

4,50 

1.10 


Flav-O-Nut  Seasoning — 50  lbs 

Flav-O-Nut  Seasoning  (V2  dr.  Appr.) — 230  lbs. 

Flav-O-Nut  (Full  Appr.) — 440  lbs 

*Superb  South  American  Popcorn — 100  lbs 

Supreme  South  American  Popcorn — 100  lbs 

Hybrid  Jap-Hulless  Popcorn — 100  lbs 

3/4  lbs.  Pinch  Bottomed  Bags,  per  1,000 

Popcorn  Boxes — 10c  Size,  per  500  

Popcorn  Boxes- — 10c  Size,  per  1,000 

Popcorn  Salt  (12  2-lb.  Boxes) 


‘Used  by  Leading  Theatres  Because  More  Profit  Per  Sack. 

POPPERS'  SUPPLY  CO.  RUBE  MELCHER 


1717  Wyandotte  St, 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


46 


BOXOFFICE  ::  October  5,  1940 


ililllllllllllillllilllllllillliliillllllllllllllillllllllilillllllillllllillllHIIIIIIIIIilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillilliliillilllllillilllllillllilHIIIIillllillillllllillilllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllillilHIIIillillllllilllllllllMlillllE 


THESE  LIVE  WIRE  IOWA  | 
EXHIBITORS  BOUGHT  | 

Cyclex  Lamps  | 


Princess  Theatre,  Britt,  Iowa  | 

Grand  Theatre,  Independence,  Iowa  | 

Traer  Theatre,  Traer,  Iowa  | 

Princess  Theatre,  Guttenburg,  Iowa  | 

Avon  Theatre,  Dubuque,  Iowa  = 

Majestic  Theatre,  DeWitt,  Iowa  | 

Roxy  Theatre,  St.  Ansgor,  Iowa  | 

Strand  Theatre,  Marengo,  Iowa  | 

Mode  Theatre,  Cresco,  Iowa  | 

Arrow  Theatre,  Cherokee,  Iowa  | 

Town  Theatre,  Waukon,  Iowa  I 

Cyclex  lamps  do  away  with  all  flicker,  give  your  screen  a pure  white  light,  and  | 

best  of  all  give  you  twice  os  much  light  os  you  get  from  low  intensity  | 
lamps,  at  less  cost  of  operation.  | 

DON'T  CONFUSE  CYCLEX  LAMPS  WITH  OTHER  NEW  LAMPS  ON  THE  | 
MARKET.  CYCLEX  LAMPS  ARE  THE  ONLY  LAMPS  THAT  DO  NOT  USE  I 
OLD  STYLE  RECTIFIERS  OR  GENERATOR  FOR  POWER  SUPPLY.  | 

Ask  For  Free  Demonstration  in  Your  Own  Theatre,  | 

We  Give  You  This  Without  Obligation.  | 

See  lowas  Only  Independent  Supply  Dealer  | 

DES  MOINES  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.  | 

1121  High  Street  Phone  3-S520  Des  Moines,  Iowa  I 


Forest  Theatre,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Ideal  Theatre,  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
Beaver  Theatre,  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
Temple  Theatre,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa 
Palace  Theatre,  Vinton,  Iowa 
Windsor  Theatre,  Hconpton,  Iowa 
Pastime  Theatre,  Maquoketa,  Iowa 
Iowa  Theatre,  Emmetsburg,  Iowa 
Gem  Theatre,  Charles  City,  Iowa 
Rialto  Theatre,  Adel,  Iowa 
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OKNK  MEREDITH,  Warner  Bros,  cash- 
^^ier,  back  from  his  vacation  and  plenty 
tanned  from  fishing  in  northern  Minne- 
sota waters  and  golfing  on  the  state’s 
links  . . . Bill  Scholl,  RKO  exploiteer,  said 
to  have  been  seen  in  one  of  the  loop’s 
finer  jewelry  shops,  looking  at  double  rings 
. . . Sid  Gillman,  son  of  Dave  and  brother 
of  Irving,  local  independent  exhibitors, 
was  here  to  scout  the  Minnesota-Wash- 
ington  game.  He’s  assistant  coach  at  Ohio 
State  . . . Back  from  a Canadian  hunt- 
ing trip,  Charlie  Weiner,  independent  dis- 
tributor, says  there  are  no  ducks  around 
Winnipeg.  He  went  north  of  there  and 
asserts  an  aviation  school,  teaching  its 
pupils  how  to  toss  bombs,  have  been  drop- 
ping them  in  the  sluices  and  driving  the 
birds  away. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included:  Bill  Smith,  Menominee,  Wis.; 
Fred  Schnee,  Litchfield,  Minn.;  Roy  Pal- 
mer, Sleepy  Eye,  Minn.;  W.  J.  Carter, 
Plainview,  Minn.;  Paul  Perrizo,  Blue 
Earth  and  Winnebago,  Minn.;  Charlie 
Lyons,  Aitkin,  Minn.;  L.  Lano,  Long  Prai- 
rie, Minn.;  Ed  Malone,  Alma,  Wis.;  C.  J. 
Connaught,  Olivia,  Minn.;  E.  L.  Daniel- 
son, Mabel,  Minn.;  Louis  Handy,  Preston, 
Minn.;  Jack  Heywood,  New  Richmond, 


Wis.;  Bert  Parsons,  Renville,  Minn.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  P.  Qualey,  Lanesboro,  Minn.; 
J.  M.  Rostvold,  Harmony,  Minn.,  and 
Harry  Simon,  Walker,  Minn. 

Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.,  ex- 
hibitor, has  a particular  interest  in  Uni- 
versity of  Minnesota  football  this  fall. 
Two  members  of  the  Gopher  squad,  Paf- 
frath  and  Lauterbach,  hail  from  his  town 
and  their  families  are  friends  of  Don  . . . 
Group  planning  to  put  amateur  boxing  into 
Gayety,  former  home  of  burlesque  here 
. . . L.  E.  Goldhammer  and  Fay  Dressel, 
RKO  district  and  branch  manager,  in 
Chicago  together  on  product  deal.  Inci- 
dentally, first-named  closed  100  per  cent 
deal  with  Blank’s  Iowa  Central  State  cir- 
cuit. 

Back  from  a swing  around  the  territory, 
C.  K.  Olsoji,  Warner  branch  manager,  says 
sales  of  new  season  product  are  proceed- 
ing favorably  and  he  has  a drawer  full 
of  contracts  to  back  up  his  statement  . . . 
Night  club  activity  on  high  here,  what 
with  George  Givot,  well-known  screen,  ra- 
dio and  stage  comedian,  headlining  the 
floor  show  at  Curley’s  and  Freddie  Fish- 
er’s “Schnickelfritz”  band  in  its  13th  week 
at  the  Happy  Hour  . . . Charlie  Con- 
nought,  Olivia,  Minn.,  exhibitor,  has 
bought  a sound  truck  to  advertise  his 
attractions. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

—A  HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR' 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 

1820  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  HA,  7472 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Dis.tributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


HOTELS 

HOTEL  MONROE 

MAIN  AT  19TH  ST. 

Two  Blocks  From  Filmrow 

Completely  Renovated  . . Fire- 
Proof  . . Innerspring  Mattresses 
and  Only  1.50  with  Bath  . . . 
$1.00  Without 
CLEAN  AND  FRIENDLY 
Weekly  Rates 

FILM  LABORATORIES  ~~ 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassal,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E,  L.  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone;  Hlland  2694 


O m A HI  A 

jyiEL  SMITH  is  building  a new  theatre 

■*’  at  Akron,  la.,  and  construction  will 
start  about  the  time  this  issue  hits  your 
desk.  The  new  house  will  seat  480  patrons 
and  will  cost  approximately  $16,500  when 
complete,  with  Frank  Van  Husan  of  West- 
ern Theatre  handling  the  job.  Smith  will 
close  his  present  theatre  at  Akron  when 
he  gets  the  new  one  finished. 

Bert  Thacker,  State,  South  Sioux  City, 
Neb.,  has  taken  over  the  theatre  at  Pen- 
der, Neb.,  which  was  formerly  operated  by 
Buzz  Thacker.  Buzz  went  to  California  for 
a vacation  and  liked  it  so  well  he’ll  stay 
there.  From  another  source  we  learn  that 
Bert  will  build  a new  theatre  at  Pender 
and  tear  down  the  present  one  . . . Looks 
like  things  are  picking  up  in  the  theatre 
construction  department. 

Bill  Mattingly  of  Memphis  is  the  new 
salesman  at  RKO,  replacing  Ed  Stengel 
who  left  Filmrow  for  better  hunting  in 
Reno,  according  to  his  pals  . . . Sorry  to 
hear  of  the  death  of  the  mother  of  C.  N. 
Robinson,  Home,  Blair,  Neb.  She  was  69 
years  old  . . . A.  H.  Lehmann,  who  for- 
merly operated  the  theatre  at  Avoca,  la., 
was  on  Filmrow.  Now  he’s  in  the  lumber 
business  at  Carroll,  la. 

Sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Ted  Emer- 
son’s father,  who  passed  away  at  Cha- 
nute,  Kas.  . . . Ike  Rubin,  when  cornered 
at  the  Paramount  layout,  admitted  he  had 
been  taking  La  Conga  lessons.  Also  Ike 
admitted  he  had  been  arrested  for  speed- 
ing west  of  Lincoln  and  paid  in  the  sum 
of  $15.02  as  a reminder  to  slow  down  . . . 
Etta  Tatelman,  Warner  steno,  is  vacation- 
ing in  California. 

Handsome  Joe  Smith,  RKO  salesman, 
has  to  be  a good  boy  now  because  his 
mother  is  here  visiting  him  . . . Dorothy 
Laird,  Warner  contract  clerk,  will  be  mar- 
ried soon  . . . Morton  Van  Praag,  district 
manager  for  National  Screen,  was  here 
to  see  Mike  Roth  ...  Is  it  true  that  Art 
Thiele  of  Des  Moines  Theatre  Supply  will 
be  married  soon?  Hazel  White  says  it’s 
a fact! 

Mrs.  Carl  Reese,  wife  of  the  Republic 
manager,  went  to  Hollywood  to  attend 
the  wedding  of  her  niece,  Kay  Stewart  of 
the  films.  Kay  is  the  daughter  of  Exhibi- 
tor and  Mrs.  Toby  Stewart  of  Shenandoah, 
la.  . . . Paramount  boys  and  some  exhibi- 
tors looked  at  “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice” and  it  look  mighty  good  . . . Exhibitor 
Craig,  Pierce,  Neb.,  was  in  town.  Also 
Max  Shoemaker,  Tabor,  la.,  and  Fred 
Wickman,  Tekamah,  Neb. 

Dale  Goldie  had  a nice  opening  of  his 
remodeled  American  Theatre  at  Cherokee, 
la.  Among  those  present  were  Frank 
Hannon  of  Warner,  M.  G.  Shackelford 
of  Columbia,  Carl  Reese  of  Republic  . . . 
Slim  Fraser,  Joyo,  Havelock,  Neb.,  in  town 
without  his  girl  this  week  . . . The  Honey 
father  and  son,  Faye  and  Lloyd,  Tecum- 
seh.  Neb.,  on  Filmrow  in  snappy  suits. 

What  happened  to  that  lawsuit  between 
two  Omaha  exhibitors  and  an  Omaha  ex- 
change? . . . What  happened  to  the  fall 
Variety  Club  golf  tournament  that  was 
talked  about?  . . . How  will  Sergeant  Yea- 
ger make  out  on  those  long  walks  in  the 
army?  . . . Charlie  Williams,  prexy  of 
MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  western  Iowa, 
celebrates  his  birthday  in  a week  or  so. 


Bacon  Replaces  Goulding 

Hollywood — Lloyd  Bacon  has  replaced 
Edmtmd  Goulding  as  director  on  “The 
Fabulous  Thirties”  for  Warner. 
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Mich.  Coop  Intensifies  Plea 
Against  Consent  Decree 


Big  Names  lo  Attend 
AMPTO  Convention 

Pittsburgh — More  guests  than  ever  be- 
fore in  the  two  decades  of  exhibitor  or- 
ganization here  will  participate  in  the 
20th  annual  convention  of  the  AMPTO  of 
W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  Michael  N.  Shapiro,  general 
chairman,  stated  this  week. 

In  addition  to  Abram  P.  Myers  and  Col. 
Harry  A.  Cole,  such  national  Allied  lead- 
ers as  P.  J.  Wood  of  Columbus,  Sidney 
Samuelson  of  Philadelphia,  and  Arthur 
Howard  and  Frank  Lydon  of  Boston  will 
be  present.  William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M’s 
general  sales  manager,  and  Henderson  M. 
Richey,  M-G-M’s  director  of  exhibitor  and 
trade  relations,  are  among  leading  dis- 
tributing executives  who  will  attend  the 
two-day  affair. 

Many  of  the  exhibitor  and  film  men 
guests  at  the  12th  annual  Variety  ban- 
quet Sunday  evening,  October  20,  will  re- 
main in  the  city  for  the  convention,  which 
will  be  staged  in  the  Roosevelt  Hotel, 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  October  21  and  22. 

A delegation  of  West  Virginia  exhibitors 
is  expected  to  participate  in  the  Allied  ses- 
sions and  exhibitor  leaders  from  the  east 
and  midwest  will  be  on  hand. 


Exhibitions  in  Unlicensed 
Buildings  Are  Unlawful 

Harrisburg — A renewed  warning  was  is- 
sued this  week  by  Lewis  G.  Hines,  Penn- 
sylvania secretary  of  labor  and  industry, 
to  owners  and  operators  of  any  building 
or  place  used  for  non-theatrical  exhibi- 
tion of  motion  pictures  that  they  must 
have  approval  by  this  department  before 
they  are  allowed  to  open. 

Secretary  Hines  also  pointed  out  that 
under  the  fire  and  panic  act  of  1927  as 
amended,  no  person  is  permitted  to  pro- 
ject either  theatrical  or  non-theatrical 
motion  pictures  until  he  has  obtained  a 
license  from  the  department.  Licenses  for 
projectionists  are  divided  into  several 
classes,  all  of  which  are  obtained  after 
passing  an  examination  by  the  department 
unless  otherwise  provided  by  law. 


Ira  Cohn  to  Coordinate 
Drive  for  Red  Cross 

Pittsburgh — Ira  H.  Cohn,  20th-Po^ 
branch  manager,  has  been  named  district 
coordinator  of  the  Motion  Picture  Thea- 
tres Campaign  Committee  for  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross.  All  exhibitors  will  be 
urged  to  cooperate  in  the  1940  drive.  Two 
trailers  will  be  available  for  November 
bookings  and  there  will  be  additional  ac- 
cessories in  the  Red  Cross  tradition. 

AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.  will  assist  in  further- 
ing the  campaign,  and  all  circuits  and 
unaffiliated  theatres  will  be  contacted  for 
cooperation.  The  Red  Cross  trailers  will 
feature  Deanna  Durbin  and  Priscilla  Lane. 


New  Penn  to  Bow 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa. — The  new  Penn  here 
will  be  opened  October  15  according  to 
present  plans.  William  Leibovitz,  owner, 
and  his  son-in-law,  Harold  Cohen,  man- 
ager, will  issue  formal  invitations  to  mem- 
bers of  the  trade.  The  Penn  replaces  the 
old  Cox. 


Detroit — A triple  appeal  against  the 
consent  decree  was  made  Monday  by  Co- 
operative Theatres  of  Michigan,  in  objec- 
tions filed  with  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard, 
in  a letter  to  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Thurman  Arnold,  and  a letter  to  each 
member  of  the  House  Committee  on 
Foreign  and  Interstate  Commerce.  Na- 
ture of  the  objections  filed  with  the  court 
was  not  disclosed  in  detail,  but  Coopera- 
tive’s position,  according  to  a spokesman, 
was  based  on  six  major  points: 

1.  Reasonable  cancellation. 

2.  “Forced  selected  playing  time”  still 
allowed. 

3.  “Score  charges”  untouched. 

4.  Elimination  from  arbitration  of  other 
unjust  practices  except  in  most  unusual 
cases. 

5.  Permitting  of  worse  conditions  of 
cancellation  on  objectionable  pictures  on 
moral,  racial,  or  religious  grounds. 

6.  That  it  will  raise  costs  to  exhibitors 
which  they  will  not  be  able  to  pass  on. 

Urge  Intercession 

The  letter  sent  to  each  member  of  the 
House  Committee  inclosed  a copy  of  the 
letter  to  Arnold,  and  pointed  out  that  the 
Committee  still  holds  the  Neely  Bill  for 
action.  The  Congressmen  were  urged  to 
make  their  position  known  to  Arnold  and 
to  Attorney  General  Jackson,  on  “this 
unjust  procedure  of  not  considering  the 
exhibitors  of  this  country  in  arriving  at 
the  terms  of  this  decree,  taking  as  an  ex- 
cuse that  ‘the  exhibitors  are  no  party  to 
these  suits,  and  have  no  legal  standing,’ 
although  such  valuable  rights  of  exhibi- 
tors will  be  so  adversely  affected.”  Ap- 
peal to  the  individual  committeeman  is 
admittedly  “a  last  straw  to  preserve  our 
independent  enterprises,”  and  is  based  on 
the  apparently  sympathetic  attitude  of 
committeemen  at  the  Neely  Bill  hearings, 
according  to  Thomas  McGuire,  Coopera- 
tive’s director  of  public  relations. 

Coop’s  position  was  explained  to  the 
Committee  in  the  letter  as; 

“All  the  efforts  of  independent  exhibi- 
tors opposed  to  the  Neely  Bill,  as  dis- 
cussed in  the  hearings  before  your  com- 
mittee last  spring,  will  be  of  no  avail  if 
the  department  of  justice  presents  the 
proposed  ‘consent  decree’  to  Judge  God- 
dard. and  the  court  accepts  and  agrees  to 
it.  Your  committee  knows  how  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitor  feels  about  the  evils  in 
this  industry,  and  this  ‘consent  decree’ 
further  freezes  those  evils  he  presently 
faces,  adds  additional  burdens  to  him,  and 
relieves  him  of  none  of  the  deplorable 
conditions  the  Neely  Bill  was  expected  to 
cure.” 

Letter  to  Arnold 

Even  stronger  was  the  more  detailed 
presentation  of  the  case  against  the  pro- 
posed decree  in  the  letter  to  Arnold: 

“It  is  common  knowledge  that  these 
cases  were  brought  to  trial  to  afford  re- 
lief to  the  independent  exhibitor.  Coop- 
erative feels  that  we  are  worse  off  under 
the  terms  of  the  decree  than  we  ever  were 
combating  the  ‘big  eight’  in  open  com- 
petition without  the  so-called  protection 
of  the  decree. 

“This  is  a plea  that  you  do  not  punish 
the  real  independents  in  order  to  punish 
the  violating  members  of  the  producing 
and  affiliated  theatre  groups.  We  inde- 


pendent exhibitors  would  much  prefer  to 
continue  our  fight  for  existence  as  in 
the  past,  rather  than  be  forced  to  buy 
under  the  terms  of  this  decree. 

“It  is  rare,  indeed,  when  the  injured 
party  in  any  suit  appeals  to  the  trial 
judge  for  an  appended  (sic)  sentence  on 
the  guilty,  especially  when  such  party  is 
still  being  injured,  but  this  is  so  in  our 
case. 

“While  the  punishment  is  such  that 
most  of  the  offending  producers  and  dis- 
tributors could  not  survive  very  long  un- 
der the  decree  terms,  at  least  in  their 
present  healthy  state,  the  few  that  do  so 
would  have  almost  a monopoly  on  the  pro- 
duction field.  This  we  believe  true  be- 
cause of  the  ‘Rule  of  Five.’  Under  its 
terms,  an  organization  may  produce  as 
many  pictures  as  their  budgets  and  in- 
clinations indicate.  Should  this  well-fi- 
nanced firm  spend  enough  money  pub- 
licizing one  or  two  of  each  block  of  five, 
the  exhibitor,  as  a matter  of  protection, 
must  buy  all  five,  even  though  three  or 
four  be  bad  pictures. 

“The  average  independent  needs  208 
to  312  pictures  annually.  Getting  that 
many  good  pictures  is  practically  impos- 
sible, and  the  decree  will  not  improve  this 
situation. 

Blocks  of  Five  Plan  Hit 

“The  Rule  of  Five  as  laid  down  will 
lessen  production  because  of  fear  of  the 
producers,  and  will  further  freeze  the 
market  of  independents  seeking  pictures. 

“The  answers  to  the  industry’s  prob- 
lems, as  we  see  it,  were  contained  in  our 
recommendations  to  the  House  Committee 
at  the  Neely  Bill  hearings. 

"The  proposed  decree  gives  us  none  of 
the  protections  that  we  need  in  the  in- 
dustry, that  we  hoped  would  be  in  the 
revised  Neely  Bill.  The  Block  of  Five  pro- 
vision particularly  is  objectionable  from 
an  operation  standpoint  by  an  indepen- 
dent exhibitor.  Sooner  than  have  this 
decree,  we  would  prefer  a straight  20  to 
25  per  cent  cancellation  privilege  on  com- 
plete blocks  of  product  that  we  may  be 
assured  of  having  enough  suitable  prod- 
uct, and  certainly  the  new  added  costs 
of  this  method  of  sales  will  be  passed  on 
to  the  exhibitor,  and  he  will  not  be  able 
to  recoup  this  new  loss  from  his  custom- 
ers.” 

Cooperative’s  seven  recommendations  on 
the  Neely  Bill  are: 

1.  Reference  of  all  disputes  on  contracts, 
overbuying,  clearance,  etc.,  to  a local  ar- 
bitration board,  with  deciding  vote  cast  by 
a neutral  member,  subject  to  appeal  to 
federal  courts, 

2.  Cancellation  privilege  of  20  to  25  per 
cent. 

3.  Prohibition  of  forcing  of  shorts, 
newsreels,  trailers  and  reissues. 

4.  Prohibition  against  selected  playing 
time  on  percentage  pictures. 

5.  Prohibition  against  score  charges  by 
distributors. 

6.  Reasonable  identification  of  pictures 
contracted  for  (by  naming  of  stars,  fea- 
tured players,  authors,  names  of  books, 
etc.),  to  eliminate,  reasonably,  blind  buy- 
ing, 

7.  Provision  that  an  exhibitor’s  cancel- 
lation percentage  shall  not  be  reduced  be- 
cause of  failure  of  producer  to  complete 
the  total  number  of  pictures  promised, 
or  through  other  subterfuge. 
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L W.  ARNOLD  of  Walker  and  Co.  is  a 
close  student  of  new  designs  in  thea- 
tre fronts  . . . J.  H.  Newell,  house  manager 
of  the  Adams,  coming  back  from  vacation 
. . . Jack  Hurford,  manager  of  the  Fox, 
worried  because  his  youngster  can  out-talk 
him  already  . . . Roger  Kennedy,  lA  vice- 
president,  back  from  Cuba  with  his  bride 
. . . Walter  Aller,  manager  of  the  Del- 
The,  thinks  there  should  be  more  com- 
muting . . . Jack  Krass,  who  sold  the  Oak- 
man,  has  moved  his  headquarters  down 
to  the  Coliseum,  managed  by  his  wife  . . . 
Morton  Grass,  theatre  premium  specialist, 
is  practicing  theatrical  law  . . . Mac  Krim 
returned  from  Florida  in  time  to  win  for 
the  Gold  Hats  polo  team  . . . Jacob  Schrei- 
ber,  ex-circuit  operator,  reports  Mrs. 
Schreiber  in  very  poor  health. 

Hank  Garish,  manager  of  the  Times 
Square,  starts  his  working  dky  at  8:00  a. 
m.  . . . Marvin  P.  Kay,  projectionist,  will 
get  a new  ear — on  one  of  these  rainy  off- 
days  . . . Louis  Kimmel  of  the  West  End 
is  going  home  early  these  fall  nights  . . . 
Eddie  Krul  of  the  New  Home  seems  to  be 
getting  hard  of  hearing  . . . Eddie  Jacob- 
son is  leaving  the  Harmony  to  manage  the 
new  Parkside  for  the  Moss  brothers  . . . 
Wade  Allen  of  the  Arcade  and  Fine  Arts 
off  to  New  York  for  five  days  . . . Sylvia 
Shiffman  of  the  Film  Building  offices  dis- 
closes she’s  ‘‘been  behaving  herself"  lately 
. . . Clarence  Williamson,  NTS  salesman, 
has  moved  into  Littlefield  Avenue  . . . 
Thomas  W.  Munroe,  formerly  a urriter  for 
‘‘March  of  Time,”  is  joining  the  editorial 
staff  of  Jam  Handy. 

Tom  Moule  and  Dave  Newman  have 
formed  Oliver  Amusement  Corp.,  capitali- 
zation $6,000,  to  run  their  newly-acquired 
Oliver  . . . Frank  Downey,  M-G-M  man- 
ager, and  Earl  Hudson,  UDT  president,  pre- 
sented a cash  prize  to  Rena  Fine,  Fisher 
Theatre  patron,  in  M-G-M’s  screen  fore- 
cast contest,  “If  I Were  Shipwrecked  on 
an  Island”  . . . Warren  Slee,  M-G-M  ex- 
ploiteer,  has  earned  the  sobriquet  of  “X- 
Man”  . . . Edgar  Lobdell  is  busy  design- 
ing signs  and  banners  for  the  new  Park- 
side  . . . Harry  W.  Mason  is  concentrat- 
ing activities  in  the  sound  servicing  de- 
partment now  . . . Frank  “Admiral”  Stuart 
can’t  make  his  voice  sound  like  Ray 
Schreiber’s  . . . Ted  Rogvoy,  theatrical 
architect,  likes  to  play  golf  in  the  rain. 

Twentieth-Fox  Notes — W.  C.  Gehring, 
district  manager,  and  Moe  Levy,  drive  lea- 
der. accompanied  Sales  Manager  Herman 
Wobber  on  his  visit  here  . . . Secretary 
Helen  Rose  has  been  vacationing  around 
Boston  ...  Mrs.  Arthur  Knapp  still  in  the 
(Continued  on  page  52) 


Warner’s  local  office  carried  off  the 
bacon  in  the  eastern  division,  taking  first 
place  in  the  recent  drive  on  short  subjects 
. . . Mrs.  John  Dacey.  Universal,  threw  a 
swell  shindig  for  “Honey”  Henrietta 
Bockelage  Schneider,  a recent  bride.  A 
shower  and  party  at  her  home  brought 
together  many  oldtimers  formerly  con- 
nected with  Universal,  and  the  new  bride, 
much  loved  on  the  Row,  received  many 
handsome  gifts. 

Visitors  were  Lou  Mills.  Morehead  and 
Olive  Hill.  Ky.;  J.  F.  Carnahan,  Manches- 
ter; Bert  Steam,  district  manager  for  U A; 
R.  H.  Haines.  Harry  Finestein,  Warner, 
Pittsburgh. 


At  a Triple-Feature  Screening — 

Scenes  from  Paramount’s  screening  at  Hastings,  Mich.,  of  “I  Want  a 
Divorce,”  ‘‘Rhythm  on  the  River”  and  ‘‘Rangers  of  Forturie.”  Left  to 
right  above  are  Johnny  Howard,  Detroit  branch  manager;  Ray  Branch, 
•president  of  Allied  of  Michigan;  Jack  Ryder,  Paramount  salesman; 
Nathan  McCarthy,  Glenwood  Theatre,  Grand  Rapids;  Jack  Young,  Para- 
mount salesman,  and  Oscar  Kendall,  Our  Theatre,  Muskegon,  Mich. 


The  Queen  City  Hosts  the  W angers — 

At  the  Cincinnati  Variety  Club  dinner  in  honor  of  Walter  Wanger  and  his 
wife,  Joan  Bennett.  Left  to  right  above  are  Ike  Libson,  Cincinnati  RKO 
theatre  executive;  Maurice  White,  president  of  United  Theatres;  Wanger: 
Col.  Arthur  Frudeiifeld,  general  manager  of  RKO  theatres  in  Cincinnati; 
Miss  Bennett;  Bert  M.  Steam.  United  Artists  district  manager,  and  Mayor 
James  E.  Stewart  of  Cincinnati. 


CClIlWClIMMTiTlI 

\^ORD  comes  that  Charley  Mitchell  is 
breaking  ground  for  his  second  house 
in  Barbourville,  Ky.  Mitchell  is  being  con- 
gratulated on  his  acquisition  of  a new 
daughter-in-law,  his  son  Paul,  associated 
with  him,  having  become  a benedict  Sep- 
tember 15  when  he  was  joined  in  w'edlock 
to  Miss  Lena  Mealer  of  Barbourville  . . . 
Bill  Onie  of  Monogram  is  mighty  pleased 
over  reports  on  “Queen  of  the  Yukon,” 
which  is  pulling  excellent  grosses  in  all 
first  runs  in  key  cities. 

J.  J.  Grady,  2Qth-Fox,  announces  ‘‘Down 
Argentine  Way,”  super -musical,  has  been 
set  in  RKO  Palace  the  week  of  October  10 
. . . Fox’s  eighth  annual  S.  R.  Kent  Drive 
will  wind  up  December  14.  Home  office  ex- 
ecutives. Herman  Wobber  and  M.  A.  Levy 
and  George  Roberts,  were  in  town  this 
week  conferring  with  the  local  personnel 
to  spur  activities. 

Don  Reda  has  already  broken  ground 
for  his  new  theatre  at  Pineville,  Ky.,  this 
making  three  houses  for  the  town,  the 
others  being  run  by  W.  H.  Galdy  and  Fred 
Com  . . . Tracy  Barham,  John  Schwalm, 
Harry  Silvers  and  George  Fettick,  Hamil- 
ton, Ohio,  exhibitors,  and  Roy  Smith. 
Huntington,  W.  Va.,  were  among  the  many 
exhibitors  from  out  of  town  attending  the 
Walter  Wanger  dirmer  at  the  Variety 
Club. 

Maurice  Chase’s  new  Vogue  opened  this 
week  . . . J.  F.  Carnahan,  Manchester,  will 
open  a new  theatre  at  Ervine,  Ky.  . . . 
Warner’s  Charles  Schroeder  is  working 
with  the  RKO  theatre  department  on  tie- 
ups  with  sporting  goods  stores  on  ‘‘Knute 
Rockne.”  booked  for  the  RKO  Palace  here 
on  the  nth. 


Variety  Plays  Host 
To  Walter  Wangers 

Cincinnati — Queen  City  Variety  Club 
was  host  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Wanger 
on  their  goodwill  tour,  extensive  prepara- 
tion for  the  entertainment  of  the  couple 
including  two  radio  broadcasts,  a lunch- 
eon for  the  press  at  the  Netherland  Plaza 
Hotel  and  a dinner  at  the  Variety  Club. 

Guests  on  the  occasion  were  the  Dart- 
mouth Alumni  Ass’n,  the  Advertisers’  Club 
and  Rotary  Club.  Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld 
was  master  of  ceremonies  at  the  dinner, 
which  was  a stag  affair  and  included 
heads  of  the  various  exchanges  and  many 
film  folk,  among  them  Ike  Libson,  RKO 
Theatres’  chief;  Bert  M.  Steam,  UA  dis- 
trict manager,  and  Mayor  James  E.  Stew- 
art of  Cincinnati. 

Wanger  addressed  the  gathering  on  the 
problems  of  production  and  listeners  were 
impressed  by  his  frankness.  He  expressed 
the  belief  that  Hollywood  must  work  out 
new  methods  of  merchandising  pictures, 
methods  off  the  beaten  path.  He  believes 
his  plan  of  having  foremost  artists  paint 
pictures  for  forthcoming  productions,  to 
be  a step  in  the  right  direction  in  creat- 
ing interest  in  films  which  cannot  readily 
be  sold  because  of  lack  of  star  values. 

'The  problem  of  censorship,  Wanger 
pointed  out,  has  forced  producers  to  use 
their  ingenuity  in  treating  adult  themes 
on  the  screen  without  giving  offense.  He 
believes  censorship  as  a whole  has  been 
beneficial  to  motion  pictures. 
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Here’s  The  Game  You’ve  Been  Waiting  For 
IT’S  LEGAL  ANYWHERE! 


This  Is  One  Gcone  That  Can  Be  Advertised  in  Your  Newspaper 


THE  RADIO  CRAZE 


THAT  IS  SWEEPING 
THE  NATION 


THESE  WHEELS 

will  turn  your 
slow  nights 
into 

BOXOFFICE 

BONANZAS 


Brought  Right  to  Your  THEATRE 
The  Fascinating  New  QUIZ  GAME 

JUST  SAY: 

"True  or  False" 

"Right  or 

Wrong" 

"Yes  or  No" 

To  the  Easy, 
Entertaining 
Quizzes 


QUESTO  - QUIZ 

Give  Your  Patrons  What  They  Want.  Let  Them  Play  a 

MONEY  FOR  THE  RIGHT  ANSWER  GAME! 

A TEST  OF  SKILL  — AND  A JACKPOT  BUILD  UP 


THE  SPINNING  WHEELS— THE  ENTERTAINING,  INTERESTING  QUIZZES 
WILL  AMUSE  AND  DELIGHT  YOUR  PATRONS 


WIRE!  WRITE!  PHONE! 


QUESTO-QUIZ  CO. 

625  FILM  BLDG.  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

DISTRIBUTORS  FOR  OHIO  — MICHIGAN  — PENNSYLVANIA  — KENTUCKY  — INDIANA 
MAIN  OFHCE  QUESTO-QUIZ  CO.—  77  SWAN  ST„  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 
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Associated  Clam  Bake 
An  Eventful  Affair 


Cleveland — The  big  social  event  of  the 
past  week  was  the  annual  Associated  Clam 
Bake  held  at  Schulters  Tavern,  attended 
by  40  members  of  the  circuit.  And  the  big 
event  of  the  outing  was  the  baseball  game 
between  the  West  Side  managers  and  the 
East  Side  managers  which  finished  with 
a score  of  20  to  19  in  favor  of  the  West 
Side  team.  Winning  pitcher — Fred  Holz- 
worth,  manager  of  the  Hilliard  Square. 
Losing  pitchers — Louis  Swee,  manager  of 
the  Knickerbocker,  and  John  W.  Rickling, 
circuit  auditor.  What  brought  the  score 
to  a near-tie  was  entrance  into  the  game 
of  John  Kalafat,  Abe  Kramer  and  Perc 
Essick  as  pinch  hitters.  Howard  Reif  of 
the  Scoville,  Essick  and  Reif  circuit, 
umpired. 

Fred  Holzworth,  Louis  Swee,  Urban  An- 
derson and  Jimmy  Kalafat,  as  committee 
on  arrangements,  prepared  a full  day’s 
program  of  events,  starting  at  noon  and 
lasting  well  into  the  night.  Spence  Pierce, 
manager  of  the  Imperial,  exhibited  a 
wicked  arm,  winning  both  the  ball  throw- 
ing and  the  egg  throwing  contests.  Tom 
Lyon,  assistant  auditor,  was  first  to  find 
his  way  “home”  in  the  sack  contest. 

Jimmy  Kalafat,  Dennison  Square,  and 
Louis  Swee  held  their  record  as  champion 
hoi’se  shoe  pitchers  of  the  managers  in  a 
battle  against  Fi-ank  Cost,  Euclid  Thea- 
tre and  Ray  Allison,  Shaker  Theatre. 

John  Kalafat  was  the  star  horse  shoe 
pitcher  among  the  Bosses,  with  Sam  Stac- 
ker, Perc  Essick  and  Jim  Scoville  as  op- 
ponents. 

Other  sidelights  of  the  affair:  Charles 
Gottlob,  Mt.  Pleasant  Theatre,  as  the 
champion  egg  smasher  ...  Si  Silverman, 
Doan  Theatre,  toastmaster,  as  usual  . . . 
Harry  Henderson,  Lorain-Fulton;  Jimmy 
Shrake,  Jewel,  and  Fred  Dzik,  Jennings, 
latecomers,  but  in  time  for  dinner  . . . Ben 
Levy,  Union  Square,  deciding  to  take  re- 
ducing exercises  so  as  to  participate  in 
next  year’s  baseball  game  . . . Doug  George, 
Windameer,  furnishing  the  East  Side  ball 
team  with  red  caps  . . . Tom  Whyte,  Gar- 
den Theatre,  taking  home  with  him  more 
than  he  brought  . . . Bert  Diener,  Liberty, 
distinguishing  himself  as  a pitcher  . . . Jim 
Scoville  winning  the  True  and  False  con- 
test ...  Ed  Wise,  Homestead,  getting  a 
thick  steak  while  the  rest  of  the  gang  ate 
chicken  . . . And  what  chance  did  the  East 
Side  Team  have  in  the  tug-o-war  with 
Howard  Reif  as  anchor  on  the  West  Side 
Team? 

Chick  Taylor,  Shaw  Hayden  Theatre, 
was  the  only  manager  missing.  His  wife 
sprained  her  ankle  that  day  which  was  dis- 
appointing because  Chick  had  spent  most 
of  the  summer  playing  baseball  in  antici- 
pation of  being  the  star  player  of  the  Asso- 
ciated East  Side  Team. 

Attorney  Jerome  Friedlander  was  master 
of  ceremony. 


Adapts  "Sam  Dreben" 

Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox’s  “Sergeant 
Sam  Dreben”  will  be  adapted  by  George 
Bruce  for  Producer  Fred  Kohlmar. 


Air-C(inditione(l  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Montcalm 
MKFTING  PLACE  FOIl  THE  INDUSTRY 

‘‘Food  You’ll  Remember” 

l>ON  DKISCOnn  an<l  .JI.MMY  KING 
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hospital  at  last  report  . . . Jess  Veldman, 
cashier,  has  bought  himself  a new  La 
Salle  . . . Charlie  Garner,  booking  that 
double  horror  bill  for  Harry  Brooks  of 
Chicago,  loas  standing  ’em  up  at  the  Mid- 
way and  the  Piccadilly  . . . James  Buki- 
wale  and  Severina  Danswski  are  busy  re- 
fronting their  Seville  . . . Dave  Newman  is 
doing  ditto  at  the  Pasadena. 

Bernice  of  Film  Drugs  burnt  her  hand 
in  the  hot  doughnut  fat,  but  seriously  . . . 
Helen  Dixon  (nee  Lutz)  can’t  remember 
her  married  name  . . . Pete  Simon  busy 
making  slidefilms  for  Visual-Ad  Company 
. . . Henry  Koppin,  manager  of  the  Mack- 
Uptown,  is  the  father  of  an  eight-pound 
boy  . . . Alex  Schreiber  of  Associated 
Theatres  is  new  president  of  the  Fresh  Air 
Society,  unit  of  United  Jewish  Charities, 
which  provided  a total  of  2,324  weeks  at 
camp  this  summer  for  poor  children. 

Joseph  Kollar,  police  censor,  had  his 
son  Jack  up  for  his  first  airplane  ride  on 
his  Ibth  birthday.  Kollar  is  back  on  his 
old  “beat,”  pmchhitting  for  Censor  Charlie 
Snyder,  who  was  away  to  the  Legion  con- 
clave at  Boston  . . . Ralph  R.  Goldsmith, 
attorney  for  Allied  Film  Exchange,  is  cam- 
paign manager  for  William  E.  Dowling, 
Variety  associate  barker,  and  candidate 
for  prosecuting  attorney  . . . Jacob  Bood- 
ner  of  Film  Cleaning  Service  is  practicing 
with  one  of  the  ultra-speed  machine  guns 
...  Ed  King  has  moved  headquarters  of 
the  Stagehands  Uriion  from  the  United 
Artists  Theatre  Building  to  the  Madison 
Theatre  Building  . . . Ed  Hilke  is  remodel- 
ing the  Perrien. 


WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Harry  Lane  is  calling  his  new  one  at 
Sparta  the  Sparta.  Old  house  was  the  Our 
. . . Art  Koskie,  Butterfield  booker,  at- 
tended the  ball  game  Sunday — and  the 
Tigers  lost! 


Eddie  Hohler  has  a nice  street  number 
at  the  new  Civic  at  Farmington — it’s  33330, 
Grand  River  Ave.  . . . O.  A.  D.  Baldwin 
of  Bridgman,  Lee  Ward  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
E.  K.  Lane  of  Sparta,  Morris  Frank  of 
Cedar  Springs,  and  E.  L.  Wood  of  Edmore 
came  in  to  see  Tuesday’s  ball  game — when 
the  Tigers  were  rained  out. 


J.  H.  Methner  set  October  2 for  open- 
ing of  the  new  Gem  at  Beaverton.  Jesse 
Philips  is  putting  in  the  first  molded  plas- 
tic screens  in  the  state,  in  his  twin  Suns 
— at  Grand  Ledge  and  at  Vicksburg. 


Front  remodeling  under  way  in  a wave 
at  Earl  Annett’s  Durand,  Durand;  P.  J. 
Schlossman’s  State,  Muskegon;  T.  W. 
Ackerman’s  Star,  Elkton;  Dan  Keis’  Co- 
lumbia, Flint,  and  Olson  Brothers’  Rialto, 
Grayling. 

"Rockne"  Ohio  Debut 
In  Canton,  Massillon 

Canton — The  Ohio  premiere  of  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American”  will  be  held  simul- 
taneously at  Warner’s  Ohio  here  and  at 
the  Lincoln  in  nearby  Massillon,  October 
11,  William  Harwell,  manager  of  the  Ohio, 
announces.  Special  ceremonies  will  be 
held  in  connection  with  the  openings. 


"Fried  Chicken"  to  Metro 

Hollywood  — Screen  rights  to  “Fried 
Chicken,”  play  by  Ladislaus  Bus-Fekete, 
have  been  acquired  by  Metro. 


Vaudeville  Making 
Cautious  Comeback 


Detroit — Trend  toward  vaudeville  is  a 
definite  thing  in  this  town,  although  local 
impresarios  are  acting  cautiously. 

The  green  light  was  flashed  by  Ray 
Schreiber’s  Colonial,  which  just  closed  its 
first  week  as  the  only  house  in  town  with 
a permanent  vaudeville  policy.  Phil  Regan 
headlined  the  first  week,  and  drew  25  per 
cent  over  last  year’s  business  despite  the 
triple  handicap  of  a Sunday  opening,  com- 
ing on  “cold”  after  the  house  was  on  a 
straight  film  policy  for  several  months — 
and  the  weather — two  hot  days  and  a day 
of  rain  for  the  first  half. 

United  Detroit’s  Broadway  Capitol 
started  experimenting  with  vaudeville 
Thursday,  booking  in  Aloma  and  Com- 
pany, mentalists.  Meanwhile,  both  the 
Fox  and  the  Michigan  are  completing  re- 
construction of  stages  to  allow  the  new 
pit  show  policy  by  which  the  orchestra  pit 
rises  to  stage  level,  and  the  band,  in  a 
special  car,  moves  back  over  the  covered 
footlights  to  the  old  stage,  with  acts  work- 
ing dovm  front  of  the  band. 

Further  stage  show  activity  is  due  Octo- 
ber 12,  when  the  Wilson,  mostly  dark  for 
three  years,  opens  a 30-week  season  of 
musical  comedy  under  Shubert  manage- 
ment. Fred  Schader,  former  publicity 
manager  of  the  Fox,  is  Shubert’s  personal 
representative,  and  Louis  Kaliskl,  lately 
treasurer  of  the  Fox,  is  house  manager. 

Angle  Parking  Deiinitely 
Taboo  in  the  Auto  City 

Detroit — Angle  parking  is  definitely  out 
in  Detroit,  F.  A.  Schneider,  manager  of 
the  Stratford,  has  discovered. 

Schneider  sought  to  get  special  okay 
from  the  City  Council  to  allow  angle  park- 
ing on  the  street  at  the  side  of  his  thea- 
tre, practically  on  his  own  property,  and 
planned  to  lower  the  curb  to  make  this 
possible.  Despite  the  side  street  location, 
the  council  voted  thumbs  down  on  the 
idea,  although  admitting  that  it  would  re- 
duce traffic  congestion  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

Detroit  Apparently  Has 
Appetite  lor  Foreigns 

Detroit — Opening  of  the  Cinema  for  the 
fall  season  indicates  a continued  interest 
in  foreign  films.  With  two  films  generally 
rated  rather  weak,  the  English  “School  for 
Husbands”  and  the  French  “Mademoiselle 
Ma  Mere,”  the  house  did  50  per  cent  above 
average  business,  and  is  hol(iing  both  films 
over. 

At  the  Park,  north  end  house,  the  Krim 
Brothers  presented  a Ukrainian  bill  this 
week.  The  Europa,  east  side  house,  con- 
tinues to  present  all-German  programs. 


May  Enlarge  Body 

Pittsburgh — The  labor  committee  repre- 
senting independent  exhibitors  employing 
members  of  Local  No.  171,  lATSE,  will  be 
increased  in  number,  it  is  understood,  fol- 
lowing a meeting  of  local  theatre  men 
Tuesday  afternoon.  Officially  there  was 
no  statement  for  publication.  The  ex- 
hibitor meeting  was  called  by  Dr.  C.  E. 
Herman,  after  he  had  been  informed  there 
was  some  dissatisfaction  in  connection 
with  the  new  wage  scales  and  contracts. 
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/.  A,  Angros  Opens 
Coudersport  House 


CouDERSPORT,  Pa. — The  Sylvan,  Potter 
county’s  new  theatre,  was  opened  Sep- 
tember 26,  at  a cost  of  upwards  of  $50,000 
by  J.  A.  Angros  of  Leechburg.  Construc- 
tion, under  Dominick  Serrao  and  Son,  of 
Kittanning,  contractors,  was  completed  in 
a little  more  than  two  months. 

Sylvan,  here  at  the  gateway  to  the  Black 
Forest,  is  modern  in  construction  and  de- 
sign and  is  equipped  with  new  type  mate- 
rials and  fixtures.  Interior  decorating  was 
done  by  Anthony  Simboli  of  Pittsburgh 
and  the  drapes  were  manufactured  by  the 
American  Theatrical  Valance  Co.  Sound 
system  is  RCA  and  seats  were  supplied 
by  General  Seating  Corp.  Architect  was 
G.  W.  Scott  of  New  Kensington. 

Potter  County  Journal  published  a spe- 
cial edition  which  featured  three  and  a 
half  pages  of  cooperative-congratulation 
advertising. 


"Down  Argentine  Way"  to 
Make  Debut  at  Alvin 

Pittsburgh — Seventy  advance  dates  for 
“Down  Argentine  Way,”  new  20th-Fox 
Technicolor  musical,  have  been  set,  with 
the  film  due  to  open  here  on  October  9 at 
the  Alvin  as  well  as  in  Allentown,  Pa.,  and 
Butte  and  Billings,  Mont.  The  remainder 
of  the  advance  dates  will  follow  within  the 
week  in  key  spots  throughout  the  country. 
National  release  date  for  the  picture  is 
October  11. 


Homestead  Park  House  to 
Debut  Within  a Month 

Pittsburgh — John  E.  Stahl,  veteran 
Homestead  exhibitor,  stated  this  week  the 
new  theatre  under  construction  at  Home- 
stead Park,  Munhall,  had  been  named  the 
Park  and  that  the  house  would  be  ready 
for  opening  within  four  weeks.  Robert 
Stahl,  son  of  the  owner,  will  manage  the 
Park  which  will  seat  approximately  600. 


Remodeled  Photoplay  Is 
Reopened  as  the  Star 

Glassflat,  Pa. — Tony  Colose,  who  re- 
cently acquired  the  Photoplay  here,  has 
remodeled  and  reopened  the  house  as  the 
Star.  The  theatre  was  operated  for  a 
number  of  years  by  Andrew  Kolivosky.  Im- 
provements include  a new  front  and  booth 
equipment.  Colose  resides  in  Clearfield, 
where  he  formei’ly  operated  the  Roxy. 


To  Modernize  Strand 

Pittsburgh  — Stanley  - Rowland  - Clark 
Corp.  will  modernize  the  Strand,  Oakland 
district,  Warner  officials  announce.  A 
new  front  will  be  installed  and  extensive 
interior  alterations  made.  Cost  will  be 
$10,000. 


Campaign  for  Miller 

Pittsburgh — Local  Universal  exchange, 
under  the  management  of  Peter  Dana,  is 
honoring  Dave  Miller,  district  manager, 
in  a special  campaign  from  October  13 
to  October  26.  The  occasion  marks  Mil- 
ler’s 20th  anniversary  with  the  company. 
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TIM  ALEXANDER  was  56  on  September 
■*  26  and  the  Republic  exchange  staff 
celebrated  with  a large  birthday  cake  . . . 
Lee  Conrad,  manager  of  the  Embassy, 
Johnstown,  has  been  notified  that  any  em- 
ploye of  the  Wilmer  & Vincent  circuit 
who  may  be  called  for  military  duty  will 
be  assured  of  his  job  . . . M.  A.  Rosen- 
berg was  $100  richer  after  the  Variety 
Club’s  benefit  show  Wednesday-a-week- 
ago.  C.  W.  Dickinson  of  Brownsville 
copped  a similar  prize.  Another  award 
in  the  same  amount  went  to  employes 
of  the  Hollywood,  Dormont  . . . Mrs. 
Frank  Panoplos,  wife  of  the  Clairton  ex- 
hibitor, underwent  an  operation  in  the 
St.  Francis  Hospital. 

Dick  Brown,  manager  of  the  Rowland, 
Wilkinshurg,  reports  that  the  extensive 
remodeling  program  is  progressing  there 
and  that  the  State,  across  the  street, 
which  was  recently  acquired  by  Warner, 
also  is  being  moderiiized.  Walt  Thomas, 
formerly  of  the  Rowland  staff,  is  now  as- 
sistant  manager  at  the  State,  and  Alex 
Strategos  is  the  new  doorman  at  the  Row- 
land. Thomas  is  not  related  to  the  Acme 
Distributing  manager  of  the  same  name 
...  Milt  Golden  is  now  assistant  manager 
of  the  Squirrel  Hill  . . . Many  members  of 
the  local  Mormon  Church  (Latter  Day 
Samts)  attended  the  Fulton  to  view  20th- 
Fox’s  “Brigham  Young — Frontiersman,” 
John  Walsh,  manager,  reports  . . . War- 
ner screened  “Knute  Rockne — All  Ameri- 
can” for  the  local  sport  scribes  which  has 
resulted  in  much  favorable  publicity. 

Bill  Finkel  will  be  King  for  the  Day  at 
the  Variety  Club’s  dinner  October  14  . . . 
Jack  Cohen  is  now  associated  with  Max 
Shulgold’s  Crown  Pictures  exchange  . . . 
Roy  J.  Jeffries,  district  Burch  popcorn 
machine  representative,  was  up  in  the  big 
game  country,  Coudersport,  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  Sylvan  there.  Guy  Og- 
lietti  of  Leechburg  took  pictures  of  the 
theatre  opening  . . . The  new  unnamed 
theatre  under  construction  at  Broadway 
and  Fifth,  East  McKeesport,  for  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  N.  A.  Malanos,  is  progressing  rapidly. 
Half  the  brickwork  had  been  completed 
this  week.  The  house  will  seat  approxi- 
mately 600  when  opened  around  the 
Christmas  season. 

Mario  Battiston,  Export,  and  Guy  Og- 
lietti,  Leechburg,  have  placed  orders  for 
new  cars  . . . Herb  Schaefer,  former  Blair 
Station  exhibitor,  turned  up  on  Filmrow 
the  other  day  ojid  stated  that  he  expected 
to  have  a theatre  soon  . . . Herb  Green- 
blatt,  local  RKO  manager,  spent  several 
days  in  Philadelphia  in  connection  with 
the  state  censor  ban  on  “The  Ramparts 
We  Watch.”  Local  editorials  have  unani- 
mously condemned  this  censorship.  Pres- 
sure is  being  put  07i  Governor  James  to 
exercise  his  authority  in  overruling  the 
censors  . . . Sam  Hanauer  was  in  from 
Beaver  Falls  in  connection  with  putting 
the  finishing  touches  to  his  new  State 
there  and  was  busy  at  the  national  The- 
atre Supply  office. 

Doc  Newboldt,  circuit  operator,  has  pur- 
chased an  $85,000  property  at  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  where  he  will  erect  a 1,500-seat 
theatre  . . . Steve  Santa  has  plans  for  a 
new  front  and  marquee  and  interior  al- 
terations for  his  local  Washington,  Boggs 
Ave.  . . . Vern  Scott  of  Ideal  Amusement 
is  recuperating  at  his  home  after  being 
hospitalized  for  several  weeks  with  pneu- 
monia. Floyd  E.  McClellan,  general  man- 
ager of  the  circuit,  has  been  handling 
bookings  . . . George  “B”  Josack  and  Irv- 


ing Dietz  are  booking  the  Max  Baer  vs. 
Patrick  Edward  Comiskey  single-reel 
fight  pictures  which  opened  last  Saturday 
at  the  Fulton.  Jack  Dempsey  is  seen  as 
the  referee. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Sunday  in 
Philadelphia  for  Mrs.  Bella  Minsky,  77, 
mother  of  Harry  Minsky  Kalmine,  zone 
jnanager  for  Warner  Bros.  Theatres  here. 
Death  came  after  a Imgering  illness.  Be- 
sides Mr.  Kalmine,  she  is  survived  by  two 
other  sons.  Jack  and  Fraiik  Minsky;  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Morris  Gottlieb,  Mrs.  Jos- 
eph Weinstein  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Spivak. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Kimelman  were 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  last  Saturday  at- 
tending the  Ohio  State-Pitt  grid  game. 
William  and  Harry  Walker,  Carl  Poke, 
C.  C.  Kellenberg,  Dave  Victor  and 
Tony  Stern  were  among  others  who  wit- 
nessed the  Panther  crushing  . . . Max 
Shulgold  checked  in  at  the  Montefiore 
Hospital  for  a check-up  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oliver  A.  Kihchel  and  son  Bert  of  Jean- 
nette, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bart  Dattola  of  New 
Kensington  and  Miss  Mathilda  Kiel  of  the 
local  AMPTO  office  attended  the  Allied 
of  New  Jersey  convention  in  Atlantic  City 
last  week.  Art  Morrone  of  Superior  M. 
P.  Supply  was  there  too  and  attended  the 
testimonial  dinner  in  honor  of  Abram  F. 
Myers. 

Attending  the  openmg  of  the  new  Syl- 
va7i,  Coudersport,  the  other  eve7ii7ig  were 
Jerry  Wechsler,  Vitagraph,  who  served  as 
master  of  ceremo7iies ; Godfrey  Lefton, 
Producers  Releasmg  Corp.;  Roy  J.  Jef- 
fries, Burch  Popcor7i  Machmes,  a7id  Ex- 
hibitors’ Nikitas  Dipson,  Batavia,  N.  Y.; 
Joh7i  R.  Osbor7ie,  Wheelmg,  W.  Va.; 
Dominick,  William  and  Rox  Serrao,  Kit- 
ta7i7ii7ig;  Walter  Lese,  Arnold,  and  James 
Cra7iides  of  the  Dipso7i  circuit. 

Louis  Krieger,  independent  distributor, 
was  in  New  York  on  business  . . . Harris 
Senator  will  reopen  soon  and  an  early 
booking  will  be  Columbia’s  “Fight  for 
Life,”  the  government  film  made  by  Pare 
Lorentz  . . . Jimmy  Totman  of  the  War- 
ner publicity  department  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Pittsburgh  Warner  Club 
. . . When  stage  shows  are  resumed  at  the 
Stanley  among  attractions  will  be  the 
“cut”  version  of  George  White’s  “Scan- 
dals,” Glenn  Miller,  Artie  Shaw  and  Kay 
Kyser  . . . Smiley  Burnette  appears  on  the 
stage  of  the  Roxian,  McKees  Rocks,  Octo- 
ber 5. 

The  Newell  will  be  reope7ied  at  an  early 
date  . . . Betty  Murray,  Vitagraph  cashier 
and  a vetera7i  Filmrow  employe,  has  re- 
signed and  her  duties  have  been  taken 
over  by  Josephine  A7igel  . . . Col.  Billy 
Wheat  jr.,  vacatio7ied  for  several  days  last 
week  i7i  Baltimore. 
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CIILIIEVIEIIL  AMID)  Monograph  Into  Lead  as 

Bowling  Season  Begins 


^HERE’S  romance  in  the  air.  Grattan 

Johnson,  manager  of  Warner’s  Madi- 
son, Mansfield,  has  received  instructions 
from  Miss  Rose  Quinn  of  Lima,  to  report 
at  the  church  on  October  5 . . . And  com- 
ing nearer  home,  we  see  that  Irving  Ru- 
ben, assistant  manager  at  the  Colony,  and 
Miss  Dorothy  Perris  of  Tuscora  Ave.,  have 
taken  out  a marriage  license. 

M.  B.  Horwitz,  general  manager  of  the 
Washington  circuit,  and  Jack  Shulman 
with  theatres  in  Cleveland  and  Painesville, 
were  Cleveland’s  only  contribution  to  the 
Allied  convention  in  Atlantic  City  . . . Nat 
L.  Lefton,  Republic  franchise  owner,  has 
entered  a request  to  receive  the  first  fin- 
ished print  of  “The  Hit  Parade.”  This  is 
so  that  he  can  satisfy  the  many  exhibitors 
who  have  asked  for  a screening. 

W.  Ward  Marsh,  film  editor  of  the 
Plain  Dealer,  is  now  the  father  of  a fresh- 
man. His  son,  Roger,  entered  Kenyon 
College  this  fall  . . . And  Natalie  Lefton, 
daughter  of  Republic’s  Nat  Lefton,  is  en- 
rolled in  the  Marjorie  Webster  School, 
Washington,  D.  C.  . . . Speaking  of  schools, 
the  younger  generation  is  not  the  only  one' 
with  a thirst  for  knowledge.  M.  M.  Jacobs 
and  F.  Arthur  Simon  of  Lake  Shore  Sales 
Company,  both  of  them  attorneys  at  law, 
are  reporting  two  nights  a week  at  Fenn 
College  for  a course  in  business  adminis- 
tration. 

A.  M.  Goodman,  United  Artists  branch 
manager,  has  been  appointed  chairman  of 
the  Variety  Club  Monday  Night  stags  by 
Chief  Barker  Nat  L.  Lefton.  He  is  filling 
the  fob  left  vacant  when  “Duke”  Clark 
was  transferred  to  Los  Angeles  . . . The 
Playhouse,  Cleveland’s  Little  Theatre, 
opened  its  season  October  4 . . . And  the 
Hanna,  only  legitimate  in  town,  turned  on 
the  lights  last  Monday  for  Tallulah  Bank- 
head  in  “The  Little  Foxes.” 

Variety  Club  announces  its  first  big  af- 
fair of  the  season  to  be  an  Election  Party. 
It  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  November  5 
in  the  club  rooms.  The  program  will  in- 
clude dinner,  dancing,  cards  and  Keeno 
and  Chief  Barker  Nat  Lefton  promises 
prizes  valued  at  $1,000.  Bert  Steam  is 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  arrange- 
ments and  his  aides  are  Dave  Hyman  and 
Dave  Spizall. 

Miss  Lillian  Sicherman  is  the  new  mem- 
ber of  the  local  Republic  secretarial  force, 
being  an  addition,  not  a replacement  with- 
in the  ranks  . . . Carl  Schuech  succeeds 
Charles  Kates  as  Monogram  booker  . . . 
Visitors  during  the  past  week  consisted 
mostly  of  the  “regulars”  from  Akron  and 
Canton.  George  Fettig  booking  for  Mar- 
ion,  Clyde,  Bellevue  and  Fremont  of  the 
Northio  circuit;  P.  R.  Roumey  of  Wau- 
seon  . . . James  Mullin,  RCA  representa- 
tive, is  installing  new  RCA  sound  equip- 
ment in  the  Dreamland,  Lorain,  owned  by 
Mrs.  Nazera  Zegiob  and  in  L.  F.  Frisch’s 
Harbor  Theatre,  Ashtabula  Harbor. 

Tom  Baird,  formerly  with  National 
Theatre  Supply  Co.,  has  joined  the  Oliver 
Theatre  Supply  in  a sales  capacity  . . . 
E.  A.  Wedemeier  of  Ideal  Seating,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  was  a visitor  in  town  last 
week. 

Congratulations  to  H.  E.  McManus  of 
Co-operative  Theatres  of  Ohio.  It’s  a boy 
this  time,  as  a contrast  to  two  girls,  aged 
five  and  three  . . . Miss  Sylvia  Amster, 
secretary  to  RKO  Branch  Manager  George 
Lefko,  was  married  Sunday  to  Mr.  Walter 
Cohn  of  this  city.  Their  plans  for  the  im- 


mediate future  include  a honeymoon  in 
the  Smokey  Mountains,  setting  up  house- 
keeping at  Park  Lane  Villa  and  return  to 
the  secretarial  duties  at  the  RKO  ex- 
change. 

Lemotto  Smith,  who  lives  in  Cleveland 
when  he  isn’t  in  Florida  or  California,  was 
around  the  exchanges  doing  a little  lx)Ok- 
ing  for  the  Post  Theatre,  Warren  and  the 
Mu-Wa-Tu  Theatre,  Coshocton  . . . A.  C. 
Patterson,  manager  of  the  Mu-Wa-'Tu  and 
Mrs.  Patterson,  were  in  town  over  last 
weekend  for  a double  celebration.  Both 
of  them  had  birthdays  . . . Col.  Harry  E. 
Long,  former  Loew  division  manager,  has 
been  in  town  working  on  a prospective  deal 
which  is  still  in  the  air. 

Marie  Mack  of  the  M-G-M  exchange 
was  the  leading  lady  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hos- 
pital last  Monday.  Previous  to  then  she 
was  just  an  appendectomy  patient.  But 
she  rose  to  instant  fame  as  the  recipient 
of  a box  of  roses  from  Jimmy  Stewart,  in 
town  to  participate  in  the  free  showing  of 
“The  Mortal  Storm”  and  to  address  10,- 
000  people  assembled  at  the  Public  Audi- 
torium sponsored  by  the  Defend  America 
by  Aiding  the  Allies  group. 

Frank  Reinecke  will  open  the  Para- 
mount, Akron,  on  or  about  October  15 
when  the  house  will  have  been  completely 
redecorated.  Oliver  Supply  is  installing 
new  chairs  and  screen.  Air  conditioning 
is  included  in  the  remodeling  plans  . . . 
Bill  Hall,  formerly  with  the  Loew  circuit, 
will  manage  the  Nixon,  Akron,  recently 
acquired  from  the  Charles  P.  Stalder  es- 
tate by  F.  H.  Hathaway  and  associates. 

George  Shenker  of  the  Lorain,  Lorain,  is 
back  from  a two  weeks  visit  with  his 
brother  in  Draper,  South  Dakota  and 
George  says  that  even  though  the  picture 
business  is  not  up  to  par,  he  wouldn’t  ex- 
change his  theatre  for  his  brother’s  ranch. 

John  Pekras  who  spent  many  years 
building  up  a circuit  of  theatres  in  Elyria, 
only  to  sell  it  to  Max  Greenwald,  is  now 
confining  his  activity  to  promenading  with 
his  dog  Teddy  . . . Joseph  R.  Kauffman, 
Universal  branch  manager,  and  Mrs. 
Kauffman,  are  mourning  the  death  of 
their  15-year-old  Boston. 


S.  MOORE  has  purchased  the  half 
’’  interest  of  his  partner,  Charles 
Greene  and  is  now  sole  owner  of  the 
Temple,  Portland,  Tenn.  ...  In  a recent 
electrical  storm,  lightning  struck  the 
Elice,  New  Washington,  Ind.  A.  Elice,  the 
owner,  reports  that  the  only  damage  done 
was  to  his  auditorium  speaker  . . . J.  M. 
Wentzel  has  installed  new  projectors, 
lamps,  screen  and  lens  in  his  Norman, 
Louisville. 

Visitors  during  the  week  included:  C.  D. 
Arnold,  Crystal,  Bardstown,  Ky.;  T.  N. 
Luckett,  Dream,  French  Lick,  Ind.;  D.  G. 
Steinkamp,  English,  English,  Ind.;  Louis 
Wiethe  of  the  Kentucky,  Latonia,  Ky.,  and 
M.  H.  Sparks,  Auburn,  Ky. 

W.  E.  Carrell  of  Falls  City  Theatre 
Equipment  Co.  has  just  returned  from  a 
trip  through  the  eastern  part  of  the  state 
where  he  reports  business  good.  He  sold 
equipment  for  a theatre  to  be  opened  in 
the  school  building  at  East  Bernstadt,  Ky. 
R.  C.  Miller  is  the  superintendent  of  the 
school  which  is  operating  the  theatre. 


Detroit — The  Nightingale  Club,  com- 
posed of  Detroit  filmites,  started  its  fall 
bowling  season  this  week,  with  Motio- 
graph  getting  off  to  an  early  lead. 


Standings : 

Team — Won  I.,ost 

Motiogrraph  4 0 

Amusement  Supply  3 1 

l^orenzen  Flower  Shop 3 1 

Krnie  Forbes  'Z  2 

BrenUert  2 2 

McArthur  1 3 

National  Theatre  Supply 1 3 

National  Carbon  0 4 


Membership  of  teams  as  announced  by  Secre- 
tary Edgar  Douville  follow: 

Ernie  Forbes — H.  Kemp,  P.  W.  Dawson,  Ches- 
ter Williams,  F.  H.  Akins  and  S.  J.  Lamhly. 

Breiikert  Projectors — J.  Davidson,  Wade  Allen, 
Hoy  Black.  O.  W.  Blough  and  William  Fouchey. 

Lorenzen  Flower  Shop — Louis  Allegretti,  C. 
Kush,  C.  White,  AV.  Swistak  and  J.  Lindenthal. 

McArthur  Theatre  Sui>ply — R.  Seeley,  P.  Hueb- 
ner,  S.  Bouchey,  J.  Goossen  and  C.  Beales. 

Amusement  Supply  Co. — Harry  Mason,  A.  Train- 
er, C.  Mingoine,  F.  Light  and  G.  Light. 

Nati(uial  Theatre  Supply— R.  Miller,  H.  Nott, 
Sam  Cornelia,  Michael  Badarak  and  C.  Moroney. 

National  C’arbon — C.  Ross.  P.  Majeska.  T.  Smale, 
M.  Haskin  and  F.  Wise. 

Motiograph — A\^.  Rickens,  H.  Morton,  R.  Albu, 
L.  Loy  and  E.  Douville. 


Universal  Bowlers 
Take  Early  Lead 

Pittsburgh — Universal  has  taken  an 
early  lead  in  the  Filmrow  Bowling  League, 
and  Joe  Pemberton  and  Milt  Lefton  were 
winners  of  the  weekly  $1  award  for  high 
individual  scores  for  the  first  and  second 
contests. 

High  team  score  for  three  games  is  held 
by  Universal,  with  656  pins;  National 
Screen  is  second  with  626.  Joe  Pember- 
ton holds  best  score  for  both  one  and 
three  games  to  date,  178  and  480,  re- 
spectively. 

Standing  of  the  teams: 

Tcaiii^—  M oil  Lost 

Universal  <>  ^ 

Monarch  ^ 

Loew*s  4 2 

Republic  2 4 

Columbia  1 ^ 

Natiomil  Screen  1 5 

Bowlers  for  the  1940-41  season  include: 

Fniversal — Joe  Pemberton.  Karl  Spuhler,  Angy 
Marino,  Pete  Quiter,  Carl  Miller. 

Monarch — Jerome  Valdenzer,  William  Nesbit, 
Milt  Lefton,  Earl  Friedman,  Duddy  Lefton,  Stan- 
ley Leiberfarb. 

I..oew*s — Eddie  Mackins,  Jim  McGinnis,  Jack 
AA’'eltner,  Joe  Stack,  Eddie  Moriarty. 

Republic — Joe  Daugherty,  Bill  Hollenbaugh,  Bud 
Thomas,  Lou  Hanna,  Jim  Alexander. 

Columbia — Orlando  Boyle.  Frank  Silverman. 

National  Screen — Harold  Evans,  Saul  Steinfeld, 
Owen  Gormley,  Jake  Palmer,  Dave  Rosenfeld, 
George  Ball,  George  Landsman. 

"Pastor  Hair  a Big 
Grosser  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — “Pastor  Hall,”  which  opened 
the  long-closed  Lake  Theatre,  did  tre- 
mendous business  and  is  being  held  a 
second  week.  The  gross  was  60  per  cent 
better  than  average  during  the  first  week. 
W.  Ward  Marsh,  film  editor  of  the  Plain 
Dealer  declared  “everyone  should  see  it  for 
the  good  of  his  soul.”  Advertising  stressed 
the  fact  that  Chicago  banned  the  picture 
while  in  Cleveland  it  was  shown  without 
eliminations. 

E.  C.  Pearlstein,  publicity  director  for 
Warner  Theatres  in  Cleveland,  created  an 
immediate  interest  in  it  by  private  screen- 
ings for  selecting  groups.  A check-up  re- 
vealed that  audiences  were  composed 
about  equally  of  men  and  women  of  the 
more  prosperous  classes. 
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Clevelanders  Welcome 
"Questo  Quiz"  Game 


Cleveland — Questo  Quiz  is  the  newest 
boxoffice  stimulant  to  hit  the  town.  Sid- 
ney M.  Schoen,  the  distributor,  is  located 
at  625  Film  Bldg.  Schoen  opened  Questo 
Quiz  on  October  2 at  the  Beach  Cliff 
Theatre;  at  the  Knickerbocker  on  October 
4,  and  at  the  Capitol  on  October  10.  The 
Knickerbocker  and  Capitol  theatres  are 
members  of  the  Associated  circuit,  the 
Beach  Cliff  belongs  to  Messrs.  Ptak,  Kala- 
fat,  Scoville  and  Reif. 

Wayne  West  of  the  WHK  broadcasting 
station  was  master  of  ceremonies  at  the 
Beach  Cliff  and  Capitol  openings  while 
Jack  Parr  emceed  the  Knickerbocker. 

Audience  reaction  at  the  Beach  Cliff  and 
Capitol  opening  was  enthusiastic. 

Elaborate  Illuminated 
Sign  Job  for  the  Fox 

Detroit — The  most  elaborate  illumin- 
ated sign  job  in  Detroit  in  many  years  will 
be  installed  by  Walker  and  Co.  at  the  Fox, 
Detroit’s  largest  theatre. 

With  the  present  ban  on  flashing  signs 
of  any  type,  the  new  marquee  will  be 
steady-burning,  although  equipped  with 
connections  that  will  allow  a switchover  to 
flashing  should  that  ever  become  possible 
through  a change  in  the  ordinance.  The 
new  sign  will  use  zeon  illumination  and 
will  have  300  feet  of  interchangeable  let- 
tering, four  rows  on  each  of  three  sides. 

"Ramparts  We  Watch" 
Passes  Ohio  Censors 

Cleveland  — The  Ohio  censor  board 
passed  “The  Ramparts  We  Watch,”  the 
controversial  March  of  Time  feature  which 
was  banned  in  Pennsylvania,  without  a 
single  elimination,  according  to  the  local 
RKO  exchange.  The  picture  opened  local- 
ly at  the  RKO  Palace,  October  4. 


Asks  Receivership 

Dover,  Ohio — Appointment  of  a re- 
ceiver for  the  Boyer  Auto  Theatre  at 
nearby  Strasburg  has  been  asked  in  com- 
mon pleas  court  here  in  a suit  filed  by 
Carl  Boyer  of  Navarre  against  his  brother 
and  partner,  Rollin  Boyer  of  Strasburg. 
The  Navarre  brother  asks  that  the  court 
dissolve  the  partnership  and  seeks  an  ac- 
counting. He  claims  his  brother  has  main- 
tained a “surly  attitude”  and  has  refused 
to  show  him  the  books  during  the  past 
year. 


Toledo  Project 

Toledo — It  is  reported  Cleveland  in- 
terests are  backing  a local  building  pro- 
ject which  will  include  an  1,800-seat  de 
luxe  theatre  with  parking  lot,  bowling  alley 
and  a super  market. 


Mono.  Has  Temple  Shorts 

Cleveland — ^Nat  Schultz,  Monogram  ex- 
change, gets  the  four  Shirley  Temple  two- 
reel  “added  attractions”  for  northern 
Ohio  from  Astor  Pictures. 


Fulton-Shea  File 

Pittsburgh — Application  was  filed  in 
Harrisburg  this  week  for  a Pennsylvania 
charter  for  the  proposed  corporation 
known  as  the  Fulton-Shea  Theatre  Co. 


(r 


Equipment  Jobs  : 


^ 

National  Theatre  Supply  is  installing 
new  marquees  for  Bukiwale  & Danswski, 
Seville,  Detroit;  Moule  & Newman,  Pasa- 
dena, Detroit;  Earl  Annett,  Durand,  Dur- 
and; P.  J.  Schlossman,  State,  Muskegon; 
T.  W.  Ackerman,  Star,  Elkton;  Dan  Keis, 
Columbia,  Flint,  and  Olson  Brothers, 
Rialto,  Grayling.  NTS  is  also  installing 
new  screens  for  the  Jesse  Philips  in  the 
Sun  at  Grand  Ledge  and  the  Sun  at  Vicks- 
burg. 


Altec  Service  Co.  has  installed  new 
sound  jobs  in  Harry  Hobolth’s  Midway  at 
Davison;  W.  P.  Kirchner’s  Belvil  at  Belle- 
ville, and  Associated  circuit’s  Farmington 
at  Farmington. 


National  Theatre  Engineering  Co.  has 
installed  new  sound  equipment  in  the 
Rivola,  Detroit,  for  J.  C.  Ritter,  and  in 
the  Lakeview  at  St.  Clair  Shores  for  Mrs. 
Eva  B.  Francis. 


Lobdell  Movie  Sign  Service  is  installing 
signs  and  banners  on  the  new  Parkside  for 
Moss  Brothers. 


American  Seating  Co.  is  installing  new 
seats  in  O.  A.  D.  Baldwin’s  Bridgman  at 
Bridgman,  Mich. 


Neth  Shuffles  Managers 
In  Columbus  Theatres 

Columbus — Resignation  of  John  Mc- 
Cormick, due  to  ill  health,  as  manager  of 
Neth’s  State  here,  has  resulted  in  a re- 
alignment of  managers  of  the  Neth  neigh- 
borhood theatres. 

David  Pence,  now  at  the  Cameo,  moves 
to  the  Eastern.  Darley  Thompson  goes 
from  the  Eastern  to  the  Markham.  Robert 
O.  Glick,  formerly  at  the  Markham,  suc- 
ceeds McCormick  at  the  State.  Doyle 
Lucas,  head  usher  and  doorman  at  the 
Eastern,  becomes  manager  of  the  Cameo, 

All  Cleveland  Circuits 
Buy  UA's  Product 

Cleveland — Every  Cleveland  circuit  has 
bought  the  1940-41  United  Artists  product. 
Deals  have  been  consummated  by  A.  M. 
Goodman,  UA  branch  manager,  and  Nor- 
man Levin,  city  salesman,  with  the  Asso- 
ciated, Community,  Scoville,  Essick  and 
Reif,  Washington  circuits  and  Co-opera- 
tive Theatres  of  Ohio. 

Manager  Goodman  further  announces 
that  deals  have  been  closed  in  all  key 
spots  throughout  the  territory. 


Divided  Ownership 
Has  Its  Woes 

Detroit — Woes  of  divided  ownership  of 
theatrical  real  estate  were  dramatically 
illustrated  here  when  Jack  Broder,  who 
runs  the  Times  Square,  bought  the  stage 
end  of  the  house  at  a state  tax  sale. 

Said  Broder:  "I  run  the  theatre,  the  front 
part  is  owned  by  one  man,  and  the  mid- 
dle third  by  another.  So,  I had  to  buy 
the  stage  to  make  sure  the  show  goes 
on." 


Huge  Convention  Hall 
Show  Due  Dec.  5-15 


Detroit — Unusual  form  of  show  oppo- 
sition will  be  met  by  local  exhibitors, 
December  5-15,  when  the  World’s  Fair 
Highlights  shows  at  Convention  Hall — the 
first  strictly  amusement  attraction  big 
enough  to  use  all  four  halls — as  well  as 
the  new  Woodward  Annex,  of  this  huge 
structure  in  some  15  years. 

Midway  shows,  a free  night  club,  stage 
with  seats  for  2,500,  rides,  concessions, 
exhibits  and  the  Frank  Buck  Show  are 
the  major  attractions.  Admission  will  be 
30  cents.  Knights  of  Pythias  are  spon- 
soring, with  H.  H.  Shuart,  former  Auto 
Show  manager,  in  charge,  and  Hal  Ress- 
ler  handling  publicity. 

An  Injunction  Against 
Roller  Derby  Denied 

Columbus — An  injunction  to  close  the 
roller  derby,  currently  being  held  in  the 
Ohio  State  Coliseum  building  here,  has 
been  denied  by  Judge  Leach  of  common 
pleas  court. 

A taxpayer  had  asked  for  the  injunc- 
tion, holding  that  leasing  of  the  building 
was  “unfair”  to  operators  of  theatres  and 
other  businesses  who  were  forced  to  com- 
pete for  attendance. 

Denial  was  issued  when  no  proof  was 
offered  that  the  business  of  theatres,  for 
example,  had  decreased  because  of  the 
derby.  Decision  on  the  legality  of  the  de- 
partment of  agriculture  action  in  leasing 
the  building  was  upheld. 


Electric  Companies  Offer 
Lamps  at  36  Houses 

Cleveland — Sight  Saving  campaigns  at 
which  five  lamps,  each  valued  at  $15,  are 
given  away  free,  are  being  conducted  at 
36  theatres  in  the  Greater  Cleveland  area 
by  Lake  Shore  Sales  Co.  A trailer  is  shown 
at  one  regular  performance  during  which 
is  held  a drawing  for  the  prize  lamps.  In 
addition,  every  adult  patron  is  entitled  to 
buy  a $1.95  desk  lamp  with  the  payment 
of  57  cents. 

The  campaign  is  set  up  by  the  Electric 
Illuminating  Company  and  the  General 
Electric  Co. 


Shifts  Change  Days 

Detroit — Jack  Broder  is  shifting  change 
days  at  the  Times  Square  in  order  to  build 
up  Saturday  business  by  opening  the  new 
shows  on  Saturday  instead  of  Sunday. 
Opening  days  are  now  Saturday,  Tues- 
day and  Thursday. 


Sign  for  Sound  Aids 

Cleveland — The  new  newsreel  theatre 
being  erected  here  by  Herbert  Scheftel, 
president  of  Cleveland  Newsreel  Theatres, 
will  have  RCA  sound  and  hard-of-hear- 
ing  aids. 


Voorheis  Seriously  111 

Akron — Ben  H.  Voorheis,  former  Ports- 
mouth, Ohio,  theatre  manager  and  in  re- 
cent years  identified  with  circuses,  carni- 
vals and  amusement  parks  in  the  capacity 
of  publicity  and  promotional  director,  is 
seriously  ill  in  St.  Thomas’  Hospital  here, 
following  a stroke.  He  was  in  charge  of 
promotional  activities  at  Summit  Beach 
Park  here  when  stricken. 
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fOUdlflllOll  BUfitflU 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MTtOO  Attraction  Board  Letters 

MTlOl  Bulletin  Boards 

MT102  Cut-Out  Machines 

MT103  Display  Frames  and  Cases 

MT104  Flashers,  Sign 

MT105  Insert  Frames 

MT106  Lamp  Coloring 

MT107  Letter  Mounting  Units 

MT108  Marquees 

MT109  Poster  Projectors 

MTllO  Signs,  Admission 

MTlll  Signs,  Electric 

MT112  Signs,  Neon,  Zeon 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT12‘l  Air  Circulators 

MT121  Air  Conditioning  Motors 

MT122  Air  Conditioning  Systems 

MT123  Air  Filters 

MT124  Air  Washers 

MT125  Blowers 

MT126  Boilers  and  Furnaces 

MT127  Coils,  Cooling 

MT128  Compressors 

MT129  Condensers 

MT130  Cooling  Equipment 

MT131  Cooling  Towers 

MT132  Dehumidifiers 

MT133  Diffusers,  Air 

MT134  Electric  Motor  Controls 

MT135  Exhaust  Fans 

MT136  Grilles  and  Registers 

MT137  Heating  Equipment 

MT138  Oil  Burners 

MT139  Refrigeration 

MT140  Spray  Nozzles 

MT141  Stokers 


MT142  Temperature  Control  Devices 
MT143  Thermostats  and  Humidistats 
MT144  Unit  Heaters 
MT145  Ventilating  Systems 
MT146  Water  Cooling  Systems 


DECORATIONS  & FURNISHINGS 


MT155  Acoustical  Materials 
MT156  Aisle  Lights 
MT157  Boxofflces 
MT158  Carpets 
MT159  Carpet  Cushion 
MTICO  Design  Service 
MT161  Directional  Signs 
MT162  Door  Controls 
MT163  Draperies  and  Curtains 
MT164  Drinking  Fountains 
MT165  Exit  Signs 

MT166  Foam  Rubber  Seat  Cushions 
MT167  Interior  Decoration 
MT168  Interior  Wall  Finishes 
MT169  Lounge  Furniture 
MT170  Matting,  Rubber 
MT171  Mirrors 

MT172  Ornamental  Metal  Work 

MT173  Paint  Products 

MT174  Railings,  Lobby 

MT175  Sand  Urns 

MT176  Seating,  Auditorium 

MT177  Slip  Covers 

1\TT178  Speaking  Tubes 

MT179  Ticket  Choppers  and  Boxes 

MT180  Theatre  Chairs 

MT181  Upholstery  Materials 

MT182  Wall  Coverings,  Fabric 


LIGHTING 


MT190  Dimmers  and  Controls 
MT191  Effect  Lighting  Devices 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  V/ANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


MT192  Elec.  Measuring  Instruments 

MT193  Engines,  Diesel 

MT194  Fluorescent  Lamps  and  Fixtures 

MT195  Gelatine  Sheets 

MT196  Incandescent  Lamps 

MT197  Lighting  Fixtures 

MT198  Lighting  Plants,  Emergency 

MT199  Cove  Lighting 

MT200  Reflectors 

MT201  Reflector  Lamps 

MT202  Spot  and  Flood  Lamps 

MT203  Spot  and  Flood  Lights 

MT204  Storage  Batteries 

MT205  Switches,  Safety 

MT206  Switchboards 

MT207  Transformers,  Neon 


MAINTENANCE 


MT210  Bolts,  Expansion  and  Toggle 

MT211  Carpet  Spotting  Compounds 

MT212  Drills,  Rotary 

MT213  Fire  Extinguishers 

MT214  Fireproofing  Compounds 

MT215  Gum  Removers 

MT216  Safety  Ladders 

MT217  Seat  Patching  Kits 

MT218  Seating  Repairs 

MT219  Vacuum  Cleaners 


MT270  Rheostats 

MT271  Safety  Devices 

MT272  Slide  Projectors 

MT273  Sound  Projectors,  35nim 

MT274  Sound  Projectors,  16mm 

MT275  Stereopticons 

MT276  Tool  Kits 


SANITATION 


MT285  Cleansing  Compounds 

MT2S6  Deodorants  and  Disinfectants 

MT287  Flush  Valves 

MT28S  Hand  Driers,  Electric 

MT289  Insecticides  and  Germicides 

MT290  Odor  Absorbers 

MT291  Ozone  Generators 

MT292  Paper  Towels  and  Cabinets 

MT293  Perfumes 

MT294  Plumbing  Fixtures 

MT295  Sanitary  Supplies 

MT296  Soaps  and  Cleansers 

MT297  Suction  Cleaners 

MT298  Washroom  Accessories 


SOUND 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT225  Coin  Changing  Machines 

MT226  Fireproof  Safes  and  Files 

MT227  Music  Stands 

MT228  Organs,  Electric 

MT229  Popcorn  Machines 

MT230  Popcorn  & Confection  Supplies 

MT231  Staff  Uniforms 

MT232  Tickets 

MT233  Ticket  Machines 

MT234  Water  Coolers 


MT305  Amplifiers 

MT306  Amplifier  Tubes 

MT307  Hearing  Aids 

MT308  Horn  Lifts  and  Towers 

MT309  Intercommunicating  Systems 

MT310  Lamps,  Exciter 

MT311  Lens  Assemblies,  Sound 

MT312  Microphones 

MT313  Photoelectric  Cells 

MT314  Public  Address  Amplifiers 

MT315  Public  Address  Systems 

MT316  Radio  Tubes 

MT317  Record  Reproducers 

MT31S  Sound  Equipment,  Complete 

MT319  Sound  Heads 

MT320  Sound  Service,  Contract 

MT321  Speakers 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  10-5-40 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State 


PROJECTION 


I 

■ 

I 


I 


I 

I 

I 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


MT240  Booth  Doors  and  Ports 
MT241  Carbon  Savers 
MT2  42  Carbon  Waste  Cans 
MT243  Change-Over  Devices 
MT244  Condensing  Lenses 
MT245  Dowsers 
MT246  Film  Cabinets 
MT247  Film  Cement 
MT248  Film  Handling  Devices 
MT249  Film  Preservatives 
MT250  Film  Reels 
MT251  Film  Rewinders 
MT252  Fire  Shutters,  Projection 
MT253  Intermittent  Movements 
MT254  Motion  Picture  Screens 
MT255  Motor  Brushes 
MT256  Motor-Generators 
MT257  Portable  Sound  Projectors 
MT258  Projection  Arc  Lamps 
MT259  Projeetion  Lenses 
MT260  Projection  Slides 
MT261  Projector  Carbons 
MT262  Projector  Parts 
MT263  Projector  Pedestals 
MT264  Rectifiers,  Bulb  Type 
MT265  Rectifiers,  Copper-Oxide 
MT266  Rectifiers,  Copper-Sulphide 
MT267  Reel-End  Signals 
MT268  Reflector  Equipment 
MT269  Rewind  Tables 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT330  Costumes 

MT331  Curtain  Controls 

MT332  Curtain  Tracks 

MT333  Stage  and  Effect  Lighting 

MT334  Stage  Hardware 

MT335  Stage  Rigging 

MT336  Stage  Scenery 


STRUCTURE 


MT340  Architectural  Service 

MT341  Facing  Materials,  Exterior 

MT342  Flashed  Opal  Glass 

MT343  Flooring  Materials 

MT344  Glass  Blocks 

MT345  Insulation  Materials 

MT346  Metal  Trim  and  Mouldings 

MT347  Pipe  Hangers  and  Brackets 

MT348  Plate  Glass 

MT349  Steel  and  Iron  Roofing 

MT350  Steel  and  Iron  Sheet  Metal 

MT351  Structural  Glass 

MT352  Theatre  Fronts,  Porcelain 

MT353  Theatre  Fronts,  Structural  Glass 

MT354  Wood  Veneers 
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MIT  Offers  Theatre 
Management  Course 

Boston — A course  in  motion  picture  the- 
atre management  will  be  held  this  year, 
for  16  weeks  beginning  October  21,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Massachusetts  Uni- 
versity Extension.  Arthur  L.  Tuohy,  for 
years  assistant  manager  and  also  acting 
manager  at  Loew’s  Orpheum  in  Boston 
and  later  manager  of  the  Hub  in  Boston 
while  it  was  under  the  Loew’s  egis,  is  in 
charge  of  a course  which  will  be  held  in 
the  quarters  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology  in  Cambridge. 

Tuohy  has  already  lined  up  local  leading 
film  men  to  lecture  on  respective  eve- 
nings. Charles  Kurtzman,  Loew’s  north- 
eastern divisional  manager,  will  speak  on 
division  management.  Ben  Domingo,  city 
manager  for  RKO  Theatres,  will  lecture 
on  stage  productions.  Stanley  Sumner, 
operator  of  the  University  in  Cambridge, 
will  probably  discuss  independent  theatre 
operation.  Joseph  Brennan,  former  su- 
perior of  Tuohy  and  present  local  MPTOA 
executive  secretary,  will  give  angles  on 
the  legislative  and  legal  side  of  the  theatre 
picture. 

The  first  part  of  this  course,  accord- 
ing to  Tuohy,  “is  designed  especially  for 
all  those  who  are  now  employed  in  motion 
picture  theatres,  large  and  small.  It  will 
be  of  interest  also  to  those  who  are  en- 
gaged in  other  entertainment  activities, 
and  to  those  who  would  like  to  prepare 
for  a career  in  the  theatrical  business. 
The  following  topics  will  be  discussed  by 
leading  figures  in  the  industry:  General 
outline  of  theatre  management,  advertis- 
ing, publicity,  exploitation,  promotion,  pro- 
jection, ventilation,  maintenance,  booking, 
legal  aspect,  and  service. 

“The  second  part  of  this  course  will  be 
along  more  advanced  lines  and  will  treat 
of  the  following:  Production,  distribution, 
and  exhibition  of  motion  pictures:  studio 
organization;  circuit  and  independent  the- 
atres; latest  advances  and  tendencies  in 
the  industry;  modern  ways  of  informing 
the  public;  efficient  and  profitable  meth- 
ods of  theatre  operation.” 

A nominal  charge  of  five  dollars  for 
each  part  of  eight  lectures  will  be  made 
or  nine  dollars  for  the  complete  course 
of  16  lectures  will  be  made.  Classes  will 
meet  Mondays  at  7:45  to  9:15  p.  m.,  be- 
ginning October  21  in  Room  271,  Building 
1,  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, at  777  Massachusetts  Avenue  in 
Cambridge. 


Quiz  Broadcast  Popular 

Boston — A Saturday  radio  quiz  pro- 
gram, broadcast  from  the  stage  of  the 
Fenway  in  Boston,  has  been  turned  into 
a crowd-getter  through  the  combined  ef- 
forts of  Manager  Ben  Rosenberg,  Assist- 
ant Manager  Harvey  Eisenberg,  and  Jack 
Saef,  advertising  director.  Billed  as 
“Crackpot  College,”  the  broadcast  enables 
theatre  patrons  to  collect  cash  prizes  at 
every  Saturday  presentation. 


Monogram  Record 

Boston — Monogram  set  more  playing 
dates  during  the  week  before  last  than 
ever  before  in  its  history,  Steve  Broidy, 
New  England  sales  manager,  commented 
to  this  publication  in  a discussion  of  the 
brightening  film  picture. 


M6rP  Managers  Stage  an 
Armand  Moreau  Week 

Boston — Last  week  was  “Armand  J. 
Moreau  Week”  throughout  a representa- 
tive section  of  northern  New  England. 
So  stated  C.  J.  Sullivan,  C.  J.  Russell  jr., 
and  P.  H.  Nelligan,  respective  managers 
of  the  Bijou,  Opera  House  and  Park  in 
Bangor;  Prank  A.  Vennett  and  Francis 
Gooch,  respective  managers  of  the  Opera 
House  and  Uptown  in  Bath;  O.  E.  LeTage 
of  the  Paramount  in  Port  Fairfield;  Ralph 
W.  Pinkham  of  the  Temple  in  Houlton; 
H.  E.  Rice  of  the  Strand  in  Orono;  L.  J. 
Dandeneau,  and  Joseph  Dondis,  respective 
managers  of  the  Park  and  Strand  in  Rock- 
land; J.  M.  Divmey  and  Harry  Botwick, 
respective  managers  of  the  Maine  and 
State  in  Portland:  J.  K.  O’Donnell  of  the 
Haines  in  Waterville;  F.  M.  Engiey  of  the 
Scar  in  Westbrook;  all  in  Maine. 

Mel  Morrison  of  the  Strand  in  Dover, 
N.  H.,  and,  in  Vermont,  Lester  Davis  and 
John  Hassett,  respective  managers  of  the 
Magnet  and  Paramount  in  Barre;  J.  H. 
Wilson  and  C.  E.  Sargent,  managers  re- 
spectively of  the  Grand  and  Paramount 
in  Rutland. 

These  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  managers 
tied  in  with  an  extensive  publicity  cam- 
paign built  around  a testimonial  for  the 
M&P  district  manager  who  headquarters 
at  the  Congress  Bldg,  in  Portland,  Me. 


Boston  Friars  Drawing 
Set  for  October  11 

Boston — Holders  of  lucky  subscriptions 
in  the  Boston  Friars  Club  Milk  Fund  Cam- 
paign will  be  determined  at  noon  Friday, 
October  11,  in  the  Hotel  Statler  rooms  of 
the  film  district  fraternity.  Individuals 
making  the  drawings  had  not  been  selected 
at  press  time,  but  Steve  Broidy,  president 
of  the  organization,  emphasizes  that  no 
Friar  would  participate  in  that  part  of 
the  function. 

The  Boston  Friars  Club  Milk  Fund  Cam- 
paign, now  in  its  final  and  most  crucial 
stage,  is  the  largest  local  film  district 
charity  ever  to  be  promoted  here. 


New  Haven  Metro  Workers 
Win  Week's  Wage 

New  Haven — Finishing  ninth  nationally 
in  the  Metro  annual  bonus  plan,  the  New 
Haven  exchange  employes  all  win  a week’s 
salary.  Thomas  J.  Donaldson,  branch 
manager,  was  winner  of  a substantial  cash 
prize;  Morton  Katz,  rating  fifth  in  the 
country  for  salesmen,  received  $150;  and 
Milt  Hyams,  salesman,  one  week’s  salary. 
In  addition,  as  a result  of  a wager  with 
other  exchanges  in  the  district.  New  Hav- 
eners will  be  guests  at  a testimonial  din- 
ner. 


Brent  Branches  Out 

Boston — Charles  Brent,  former  Oklaho- 
ma circuit  man  associated  with  Phil  Isley, 
has  taken  over  the  management  of  the 
TicToc  Theatre  Restaurant,  new  local 
night  club  in  which  he  has  acquired  a 
substantial  interest.  Brent,  who  came  to 
this  territory  as  a cog  in  the  Roy  E.  Heff- 
ner theatre  and  distribution  -setup,  later 
became  an  independent  distributor  and 
theatre  owner  in  New  England.  He  is 
continuing  his  activity  in  the  film  picture. 


Represents  Momand  in 
Oklahoma  Hearing 


Boston — George  S.  Ryan,  local  anti- 
trust attorney,  was  scheduled  to  repre- 
sent A.  B.  Momand  at  an  Oklahoma  City 
hearing  Thursday  on  objections  and  pend- 
ing motions  brought  by  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  and  other  defendants  in 
Momand’s  $4,500,000  anti-trust  suit.  The 
hearing  was  to  have  taken  place  before 
Federal  Judge  A.  P.  Murrah. 

Objecting  to  all  but  seven  of  342  in- 
terrogatories brought  by  the  Boston  law- 
yer, the  defendants  claimed  that: 

“Each  of  the  said  interrogatories  (1) 
calls  for  matters  of  fact  which  are  beyond 
the  scope  of  the  issue;  (2)  is  not  directed 
at  the  discovery  of  ultimate  facts  ma- 
terial to  the  support  of  plaintiff’s  case; 
(3)  calls  for  matter  which  is  not  material 
or  relevant  at  the  present  stage  of  the 
case;  (4)  constitutes  an  unwarranted  and 
impertinent  intrusion  into  the  business  af- 
fairs of  these  defendants;  (5)  calls  for  the 
furnishing  of  information  which  is  duly 
burdensome  and  vexatious. 

“These  defendants  further  object  to 
each  and  all  of  the  interrogatories  pro- 
pounded to  them  by  the  plaintiff  for  the 
reason  that  the  court  heretofore  ordered 
a rehearing  on  defendants’  motion  to  dis- 
miss the  case,  and  that  question  should 
be  determined  before  these  defendants 
are  required  to  answer  the  interrogatories.” 

Similar  defendant  actions  were  brought 
in  Boston  in  connection  with  the  local 
segments  of  A.  M.  Momand  and  Loretta 
Momand  anti-trust  cases. 


Major  Defendants  Recall 
Move  Against  Depositions 

Boston — A move  by  major  exhibition 
and  distribution  defendants  last  week  to 
set  off  the  taking  of  depositions  in  New 
York  by  George  S.  Ryan,  attorney  for  A. 
B.  Momand  in  the  latter’s  Boston  suit 
against  Universal  et.  al.,  was  dissolved 
last  week  when,  during  a hearing  before 
Judge  Sweeney  in  U.  S.  district  court,  de- 
fendants’ counsel  withdrew  the  motion. 
It  was  later  agreed  to  continue  the  taking 
of  depositions  indefinitely. 

Paramount  Exceptions  to 
Waldo  Interrogatories 

Boston — Exceptions  were  filed  this  week 
in  behalf  of  Paramount  interests  to  in- 
terrogatories and  requests  for  admission 
of  fact  brought  by  George  S.  Ryan,  anti- 
trust attorney,  in  the  case  of  the  Waldo 
Theatre  Corp.  versus  Joseph  Dondis  et  al. 
No  hearing  date  had  been  set  up  to  press 
time. 


Holt  Convalescing 

Boston — Buster  Holt,  formerly  assist- 
ant manager  at  the  Fenway  in  Boston  and 
at  present  manager  of  the  Satuit  Play- 
house in  Scituate  for  the  Morse  and  Roth- 
enberg  circuit,  left  a local  hospital  last 
week  after  a major  operation  had  been 
performed  on  his  knee. 


Building  Near  Marblehead 

Hartford — Louis  Townsend,  manager  of 
the  Theatre-rn-the-Dale,  a “strawhat”  at 
Marblehead,  has  purchased  the  estate  of 
Mrs.  Gwenyth  E.  Durling,  a quarter  of  a 
mile  south,  on  which  he  will  build  a 250- 
seat  theatre. 
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QNE  of  the  first  effects  of  the  draft  to 
be  felt  in  this  territory  is  the  series 
of  changes  in  Ross  Federal  Service  caused 
by  A.  Warner’s  resignation  from  the  Phila- 
delphia office  to  become  an  Army  major. 
Ralph  Unks  of  Albany  fills  the  Philly 
vacancy,  while  Charles  Leach,  head  of  the 
New  Haven  office  for  the  past  year,  is 
promoted  to  Albany.  The  new  appointee 
in  New  Haven  is  Howard  Crombie.  for- 
merly of  the  Ross  staff  in  Boston,  and 
once  eastern  field  checking  supervisor  for 
Vitagraph  . . . Fishman  Theatres  have 
leased  the  500-seat  Apollo,  dark  during 
the  past  summer,  to  Max  Post,  its  former 
manager,  who  will  be  assisted  by  his  son. 
Jack,  of  the  Fishman  staff.  The  house 
opened  October  2 with  “Housekeeper’s 
Daughter”  and  “Wagons  Westward,”  three 
changes  a week,  20  cents  top  admission. 

Warner  will  renovate  the  Rialto,  South 
Norwalk  . . . Modern  Theatre  Equipment, 
with  Louis  Phillips  in  charge,  is  moving 
its  quarters  to  the  Film  Bldg.,  130  Mea- 
dow St.  Phillips  has  been  in  the  same 
quarters  for  some  20  years  . . . Film  dis- 
trict visitors:  Edward  McEvoy  and  Gus 
Schaefer  of  RKO;  Lou  Astor  and  I.  Harry 
Rogovin  of  Columbia;  Harry  Botwick, 
manager  of  the  State,  Portland,  Mrs.  Bot- 
wick and  daughter,  visiting  Mrs.  Botwick’s 
father,  I.  Levine,  Imperial  representative 
here,  after  a motor  tour  through  Marne, 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont;  Oscar  Doob, 
of  New  York  Loew  Theatre  office;  Wil- 
liam P.  Jefferson  and  Charles  Casanave 
jr.  of  National  Screen  Accessories  made 
the  Loew-Poli  circuit  with  Lou  Brown, 
publicity  chief;  Bert  Jacocks  of  Warner, 
Boston;  Charles  Sonin,  of  the  Loew  pur- 
chasing department. 

Whalley  Theatre,  Inc.,  granted  a build- 
ing permit  for  front  alterations  in  the 
amount  of  $200  . . . Lincoln  opened  last 
Monday  with  “The  Story  of  a Cheat”  and 
“Crime  Without  Passion”  . . . Gene  Du- 
Barry  is  again  the  manager  . . . After  a 
successful  summer  season,  Adolph  G. 
Johnson  and  Albert  Poulton  have  renew- 
ed their  lease  for  next  summer  on  the 
New  Colony,  Sound  View  . . . Ben  Simon, 
Earl  Wright  and  Sam  Germaine  up  to 
Boston  for  a 20th-Fox  district  meet  . . . 
Thomas  Donaldson  in  to  New  York  home 
office  and  Boston  Metro  conference  . . . 
Loew’s  Lyric,  Bridgeport,  has  been  leased 
for  the  winter  season  to  Max  Rudnick  of 
the  Eltinge  Theatre,  New  York,  for  bur- 
lesque. Ann  Corio  was  the  first  attrac- 
tion. All  seats  reserved. 

For  ‘‘Down  Argentine  Way,’’  opening 
October  10  over  the  Loew-Poli  circuit,  with 
special  Shaw  ra-vue,  Harry  Shaw  called 
a special  managers’  meeting  and  screen- 
ing at  the  Bijou  projection  room.  Oscar 
Doob,  Ben  Simon  and  Sam  Germaine 
were  special  guests  . . . Hank  Keene  and 
his  Radio  Gang  staying  a fifth  week  in 
Worcester  at  the  New  Waterproof  Tent 
Theatre  at  10-25  cents  . . . Orchids  to 
Harry  Shaw  and  Monk  Maloney  for 
switching  the  WTAG  coast-to-coast  broad- 
cast to  Admiral  Byrd  at  the  Antarctic 
from  a free  auditorium  stunt  to  the  Poli 
(Worcester)  stage,  making  the  broadcast 
open  to  patrons  of  the  last  show,  which 
it  followed.  Newspapers  gave  the  event  a 
full  page  Sunday  and  other  publicity.  Rita 
Johnson  also  spoke  from  Hollywood  and 
introduced  her  brother  . . . Sympathy  to 
Mrs.  Mary  C.  Vuono,  former  Stamford 
exhibitor,  well  knoum  in  the  film  district, 
on  the  death  of  her  grandson,  Jos- 
eph E.  Vuono  jr.,  fatally  shot  while 
playing  with  a young  cousin.  The  child 
died  at  the  Stamford  Hospital  a few  hours 


after  the  accident  . . . Morris  Druker,  as- 
sistant at  the  Poli,  Worcester,  confined 
to  his  home  because  of  injuries  sustained 
when  he  was  throivn  from  his  horse. 

Frank  Cascioli,  son  of  the  Forest  ex- 
hibitor, drummer  in  a Miami  night  club 
orchestra,  is  visiting  in  the  north  for  a 
few  weeks  . . . John  Hesse,  Roger  Sher- 
man manager,  accompanied  Dan  Mulvey, 
sports  editor  of  the  Register,  to  the  South 
Bend  premiere  of  “Knute  Rockne — All 
American”  . . . First  Amateur  Nite  at  the 
Bijou  was  well  received.  Harry  Shaw  and 
Harry  Dvorkin,  WBRY’s  “Uncle  Harry,” 
emceed  . . . For  “He  Stayed  for  Break- 
fast,” Bill  Reisinger  tried  the  street  bal- 
lyhoo with  waiters  in  uniform  . . . For 
opening  of  vaude,  man  in  front  of  theatre 
on  cot  was  placarded  “Waiting  all  night 
for  vaude  at  the  Bijou”  . . . Metro  has 
sold  Forest,  Allingtown  45-week  enamel- 
ware  deal,  starting  October  1;  Plaza,  Wat- 
erbury,  75-week  china  petit  point,  begin- 
ning October  24  and  25;  Cameo,  Water- 
bury,  75-week  Bolero  Blossom  china,  Sep- 
tember 24  and  25;  same  house,  enamel- 
ware,  and  40-week  frosted  stemware,  Oc- 
tober 1 and  2;  State,  Torrington,  enamel, 
September  30;  White  Way,  enamel,  Sep- 
tember 28  and  29;  Glastonbury,  enamel- 
ware,  October  2 and  3. 

Bob  Russell  starting  his  football  her- 
ald guessing  contest,  so  popular  last  year, 
with  “Howards  of  Virginia’’  . . . Those 
who  pick  the  most  winners  receive  guest 
tickets  . . . Virginia  football  team  mem- 
bers were  guests  at  “Howards  of  Vir- 
ginia’’ at  the  Poli.  with  Elliott  Kronish 
of  the  division  office,  who  attended  U. 
of  Virginia,  extending  a special  invita- 
tion . . . Garde.  New  London,  tried  the 
Spry-Roper  cooking  school,  which  many 
houses  in  the  state  have  run  with  good 
results  . . . “Ramparts  We  Watch’’  he'd 
over  at  the  New  London  house  for  three 
days,  ads  emphasizing  New  London’s  own 
contribution  to  film  history  ...  Jack 
Schwartz  of  West  End.  Bridgeport,  has 
signed  for  two-a-week  Metro  enamelware 
and  stemware  deals  . . . Danbury  Fair  cut 
into  business  . . . Leo  Schapiro  of  the 
Guilford  Theatre  was  one  of  the  judges 
of  horses  at  the  Fair,  and  Leo  knows  his 
horses. 

It  was  that  kind  of  a bet.  The  Metro 
New  Haven  boys  who  won  ninth  place  in 
the  annual  bonus  competition  win  a 
plaque,  but  have  to  throw  a Victory  Din- 
ner for  the  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland,  Cincin- 
nati and  Boston  exchanges  . . . Moodus 
has  closed  down  to  four-a-week  and 
East  Hampton  will  follow  suit  shortly  . . . 
A1  Pickus  is  now  enjoying  a breathing 
spell,  as  all  details  are  polished  off  in  the 
recent  renovation  and  reconstruction  of 
his  Stratford  . . . Loew-Poli  ushers’  din- 
ner dance  at  the  Seven  Gables,  November 
20,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Marshall  Blev- 
ins, Arthur  DePrank.  John  Santillo,  John 
Bashta  and  Adam  Innocenzi. 

Nat  Rubin,  Loew-Poli  assistant,  is  on 
the  job.  but  carrying  around  some  com- 
plicated ear  bandages  as  a result  of  re- 
cent surgery  . . . Dave  Kaufman,  Loew- 
Poli  artist,  is  taking  in  the  Fair  during 
his  week’s  vacation  . . . Steve  and  John 
Panora  are  closing  up  the  Panora  Villa 
at  Niantic  for  the  vnnter  . . . Mrs.  H. 
Schwartz  of  the  Hillcrest,  Taftville,  still 
confined  to  her  bed  at  home  . . . They  aho 
run  theatres:  Donat  Blaine,  of  the  Jo- 
dnin.  Baltic,  is  on  a big  painting  job  at 
Storr’s  . . . Frank  Mann,  of  the  Princess, 
Rockville,  is  enthusiastic  about  the  new 
gas  ranges  in  his  plumbing  supply  store 


Joseph  lo  Line  Up 
Connecticut  Trade 


New  Haven  — With  the  American  Red 
Cross  about  to  launch  a national  cam- 
paign for  members  November  11  to  20, 
the  entire  motion  picture  industry  has 
been  asked  to  cooperate.  Morris  Joseph, 
Universal  exchange  manager,  has  been  ap- 
pointed industry  coordinator  for  Connec- 
ticut. 

Warner  Bros,  has  produced  a 400-foot 
subject,  with  20  leading  stars,  headed  by 
Deanna  Durbin.  This  will  be  furnished 
to  the  theatres  gratis  starting  November 
11,  as  well  as  a 100-foot  trailer  with  Pris- 
cilla Lane,  furnished  by  the  Red  Cross, 
posters,  banners,  and  other  display  mate- 
rial. 

No  funds  will  be  solicited  in  or  by  the 
theatres. 


Three  New  Companies 
File  in  Connecticut 

New  Haven — Bald  Eagle  Film  Produc- 
tions, Inc.,  producers  of  16mm  educational 
and  other  shorts,  has  filed  certificate  of 
incorporation,  with  $49,000  authorized 
capital  and  $4,000  to  commence  business. 
Incorporators  are  Joseph  Einhorn,  Wallace 
Rosenthal  and  Joseph  Cohn,  all  of  New 
Haven. 

Amusement  Center,  Inc.,  of  Danbury, 
was  incorporated  by  Ruth  E.  Burdick  and 
Mildred  H.  Hoey  of  Danbury,  and  William 
Hanna  of  Bethel. 

Certificate  of  incorporation  also  filed 
for  The  Girlie  Stage  Shows,  Inc.,  with 
$5,000  authorized  capital,  and  Louis  W. 
Wallack,  Edward  D.  Wallack  and  Anthony 
DeFala,  all  of  New  Haven,  as  incorpora- 
tors. 

Appoint  Boyd  Sparrow 
To  Springfield  Post 

New  Haven — Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli 
division  manager,  announces  the  appoint- 
ment of  Boyd  Sparrow  of  Loew’s,  Wilm- 
ington, to  the  assistant  managership  of 
the  Poli,  Springfield,  succeeding  John 
Wolfberg,  resigned. 


"York"  to  Keighley 

Hollywood — William  Keighley  will  di- 
rect Warner’s  “Sergeant  York,”  the  Jesse 
Lasky  production  to  star  Gary  Cooper. 


. . . Lucy  Flack,  Milford  exhibitor,  is  va- 
cationing in  Lakewood  and  Atlantic  City 
. . . Buster  Bonoff,  son  of  the  Madison  and 
Saybrook  exhibitor,  is  knocking  off  scho- 
lastic honors  at  Gainesville  Academy  in 
Georgia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Bonoff  just  returned 
from  a trip  to  Providence  . . . Larry  Ger- 
maine is  back  at  the  Warner  office  after 
a short  illness  . . . Phil  Schwartz  of  Park- 
way, Bridgeport,  reports  great  business 
with  “Great  McGinty”  and  Bak-Serv  . . . 
Jules  Livingston  of  Alexander  Previews 
has  moved  from  Milford  to  New  Haven 
. . . Elliott  Kronish  visited  friends  in  Long 
Island  over  the  weekend  . . . They  say 
that  flying  leap  of  Jeanette  Berliner’s 
scared  the  mouse  to  death  . . . Both  A.  M. 
Schuman  of  the  Black  Rock  and  John 
Dombi  of  the  Brooklawn  complaining  that 
torn-up  roads  spoiled  the  summer’s  busi- 
ness. 
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’^ERN  SMITH  of  the  M&P  Theatre  Corp. 

home  office  returned  to  work  follow- 
ing illness  . . . Mary  Trainor  of  Colum- 
bia, long  hopitalized,  has  been  convalesc- 
ing at  her  home  in  West  Roxbury  . . . 
Ed  McEvoy,  former  RKO  executive  now 
with  Select  Attractions,  was  in  town 
. . . Joe  Mathieu,  circuit  owner,  was  in 
from  Winchendon  . . . Two  brothers  of 
Cameo  Screen  Attraction’s  Sam  Davidson, 
one  a government  lawyer  and  the  other  a 
government  accountant,  were  in  from  De- 
troit. 

Harry  Asher  has  taken  over  the  New 
England  distribution  of  “The  Baker’s 
Wife”  prize  French  film  which  George 
Kraska  has  held  for  a second  consecutive 
week  at  the  Fine  Arts  . . . Mayor  Maurice 
J.  Tobin  of  Boston  was  the  scheduled  guest 
of  honor  at  a Boston  Friars  Club  meeting 
on  Tuesday. 

Chris  Buckley,  Vermont  and  New  York 
theatre  operator,  has  been  out  of  Ben- 
nington, Vt.,  for  a Canadian  sojourn  . . . 
A new  motion  picture  house  is  tentatively 
scheduled  for  Bethel,  Me.  . . . Harry 
Zeitz,  New  Bedford  circuit  owner,  was  in 
town  last  week  . . . Jack  Granara,  local 
RKO  publicist,  tied  in  extensively  with 
local  song  emporiums  with  the  opening 
of  “Spring  Parade”  at  Keith’s  Memorial 
. . . Grey  Holmes  has  darkened  the  Town 
Hall  in  Westboro. 

Paul  Ketchum,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Tower  in  Lowell,  has  been  transferred 
from  the  managership  of  the  Strand  in 
Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.,  to  a similar  position 
at  the  Paramount,  Schine  house,  in  Glens 
Falls  . . . Bradford  Ropes,  the  scenarist, 
was  at  his  home  in  Boston  . . . Robert 
Mochrie,  RKO  division  manager,  has  been 
in  town  . . . Joseph  Plunkett  of  the 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.  accounting  depart- 
ment has  been  on  vacation. 

Arthur  Pinkham,  manager  of  the  Park 
in  Taunton,  has  been  supervising  renova- 
tions at  the  house  . . . Tom  Kelly  has  had 
the  Rialto  in  Brockton  rejuvenated  . . . 
Martin  Manulis  has  darkened  the  Bass 
Rocks  in  Gloucester  . . . Bob  Easton  was 
at  the  RKO  Boston  this  week  . . . Doris 
Keyes  was  likewise  . . . Boyd  Sparrow  of 
the  managerial  staff  of  the  Poll  in  Spring- 
field  is  back  from  New  York  . . . Prunella 
Hall,  motion  picture  critic  for  the  Boston 
Post,  has  been  taking  a late  vacation. 

Eric  Lindblade  of  Loew’s  State  in  Bos- 
ton has  returned  from  a honeymoon.  He 
is  a Harvard  medical  student  . . . Ruth 
Gilman,  discovery  of  S.  L.  Lowe  jr.,  of  the 
Theatre  Candy  Company,  took  a 20th-Fox 
screen  test  in  New  York  last  week. 

Norman  Myers,  film  district  veteran,  is 
now  working  for  the  government.  Myers, 
a world  champion  stenographer,  has  placed 
high  in  national  speed  and  accuracy  short- 
hand competitions  in  recent  years  . . . 
Charles  Hurlburt  has  resigned  from  the 
accounting  department  of  the  M&P  The- 
atres Corp.  . . . Helen  Zenis  has  also  re- 
signed from  the  same  office. 

E.  L.  Hickey,  manager  of  the  Colonial 
in  Brockton  for  Edward  Ansin  and  E. 
Harold  Stoneman,  called  in  the  National 
Guard  to  act  as  a special  escort  when 
“The  Ramparts  We  Watch”  was  shipped 
to  the  Interstate  house  . . . Herman  Ad- 
dison, son  of  the  former  Loew’s  north- 
eastern divisional  manager,  has  been 
transferred  from  the  managership  of  the 
Glove  in  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  to  a similar 
post  at  the  State  in  Courtland. 


Walter  Brennan,  east  for  the  Philadel- 
phia opening  of  “The  Westerner,”  has 
been  expected  in  town  . . . William  Elder, 
formerly  of  the  Poli  in  New  Haven,  was 
in  from  Harrisburg,  Pa.  . . . Emma  V.  Cor- 
bett of  the  local  Universal  booking  de- 
partment left  Friday  for  a vacation  . . . 
Joe  Frank,  Boston  Friars  Club  steward, 
is  mourning  the  death  of  a sister. 

Miriam  Batista  has  shuttered  Brattle 
Hall  in  Cambridge  . . . Louis  Josephs, 
Northeastern  Film  salesman,  and  his  wife 
were  hospitalized  in  New  Bedford  last 
week  following  serious  injuries  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident. 

Major  Patrick  F.  Healey,  state  film  head, 
was  in  New  York  on  business  . . . Martin 
J.  Mullin  and  Sam  Pinanski,  local  Para- 
mount partners,  returned  to  town  from 
New  York  . . . William  Scranton,  Ampro 
sales  head,  has  been  here  . . . Ethel  Simes 
of  the  home  office  of  Netoco  has  been 
on  vacation  leave. 

Edward  Fay  has  put  price  increases 
into  effect  at  Fay’s  in  Providence  . . . 
Louis  Rosensweig , operator  of  the  Victoria 
in  Greenfield,  was  in  the  district,  still 
convalescing  from  hospitalization  . . . Ern- 
est Truex,  the  film  star,  has  been  in  town. 

Film  Exchange  Transfer  was  represent- 
ed at  the  local  Legion  convention  by  uni- 
formed William  Lyson  and  William  Too- 
mey  . . . James  Wall  of  the  Olympia  in 


Cambridge  was  also  in  uniform  . . . How- 
ard Burkhardt,  manager  of  the  Orpheum 
in  Boston,  advanced  the  morning  opening 
of  the  downtown  house  one-half  hour  for 
“Foreign  Correspondent,”  getting  under 
way  at  8:45  a.  m.  instead  of  at  9:15  a.  m. 
. . . Fred  Greenway,  Loew’s  State  manager, 
kept  the  opening  of  that  house  at  11:15 
a.  m. 

Paul  Levi,  Metropolitan  advertising 
manager,  tied  in  extensively  the  local  ap- 
pearance of  Betty  Brewer  and  the  open- 
ing of  “Rangers  of  Fortune”  at  the  down- 
town house  . . . The  daughter  of  Charles 
Repass  of  the  Crown  in  Hartford  is  to 
be  married  on  October  12. 

Harry  Browning,  M&P  Theatres  Corp. 
advertising  manager,  left  for  Indiana  this 
week  on  business  . . . Rufus  Blair,  Para- 
mount publicity  representative,  was  in 
town  last  week  Thursday  in  connection 
with  “North  West  Mounted  Police.” 


Hike  for  Jerry  Warsaa 
Hartford — Jerry  Warsaa,  doorman  at 
the  Palace,  has  been  appointed  chief  of 
the  service  staff,  succeeding  Hollis  Swee- 
ney, who  has  been  upped  to  student  as- 
sistant. 


As  Father  of  Fonda 

Hollywood — Eugene  Pallette  will  por- 
tray Henry  Fonda’s  father  in  Paramount’s 
“Lady  Eve.” 
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: SPRINGFIELD  : 

J^LBERT  ROULETTE  has  been  acting 
doorman  at  Harry  Arthur’s  Art.  Ray- 
mond Salo  has  the  grippe  . . . Gilbert  G. 
Bevins,  assistant  manager  at  the  Para- 
mount, and  Jimmy  Bloom,  assistant  chief 
of  the  service  staff,  were  in  New  York  to 
see  the  Fair  . . . Bernard  Maroney,  elec- 
trician at  the  Loew’s  Poli,  vacationed  in 
Bermuda  ...  In  Boston  was  Raymond 
Title,  manager  of  the  Art  . . . Melvin  M. 
Aronson,  chief  of  the  service  staff  at  the 
Paramount,  announces  the  addition  of  Ar- 
thur Roberts,  a full-time  usher  . . . A1 
Gould’s  newly-modernized  Majestic  over 
in  West  Springfield  looks  swell  . . . Visi- 
tors at  Manager  George  E.  Pi-eeman’s  of- 
fice at  the  local  Loew  Poli  were  Harry  F. 
Shaw,  Loew  Poli  division  manager,  and 
Louis  A.  Brown,  circuit  publicity  chief  . . . 
Milt  Weinstein  is  now  managing  the  Hol- 
yoke Strand  . . . John  S.  Tapernoux,  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  French 
Motion  Picture  Corp.,  New  York,  was  in 
town  . . . Tower,  Lowell,  has  been  re- 
opened on  a fulltime  schedule  by  Roy  E. 
Heffner  . . . Donald  Buchanan  is  a new 
usher  at  the  Paramount,  replacing  Arthur 
Tatro,  resigned  . . . Herman  Rifkin  was 
in  Springfield. 

Balcony  at  the  Brocktoyi  in  Brockton 
has  been  rejuvenated  . . . Jean  Bocash  is 
the  new  candy  girl  at  the  Loew  Poli  . . . 
Peter  Veto,  doorman  at  the  Paramount, 
and  Miss  Grace  Ward,  a Springfield  girl, 
are  engaged  . . . George  Germaine  has 
joined  the  Paramount  service  staff  . . . 
“Kit  Carson”  did  two  weeks  at  the  Loew- 
Poli  in  Worcester  . . . Thomas  A.  Pennack 
is  a new  usher  at  the  Paramount  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Al  Anders  of  the  Bijou  were  in 
Boston  . . . The  Broadway,  under  the 
management  of  popular  Charlie  Smith, 
has  entered  its  fourth  straight  year  of 
sponsoring  talent  revues  each  week  . . . 
Gordon  Macher  has  resigned  as  doorman 
at  the  Broadway.  He  is  replaced  by  Stan- 
ton Roberts  . . . David  Pinnard  is  a new 
usher  at  the  Court  Square,  succeeding  Ger- 
ald J.  Finnegan,  who  is  attending  the 
American  International  College  here. 

William  “Billy”  Powell,  division  mana- 
ger for  the  Rifkin  circuit,  lost  his  father 
recently  . . . Howard  Smith,  projectionist 
at  the  Arcade,  packed  .up  enough  baggage 
for  his  wife  and  himself  and  set  out  for  a 
Maine  camping  trip  . . . Joseph  O’Neil, 
electrician  at  the  Court  Square,  is  driving 
a new  Dodge  sedan  . . . The  Garden  in 
the  south  end,  which  has  been  dark  all 
summer,  has  been  reopened  by  the  Rifkin 
circuit  . . . Majestic,  West  Springfield, 
has  been  renovated  by  Capitol  Theatre 
Supply. 

The  Arcade,  a Western  Massachusetts 
circuit  theatre,  is  currently  observing  its 
ninth  year  under  that  organization’s  ban- 
ner . . . Donald  D.  Exford  is  a new  usher 
at  the  Capitol  . . . Sister  of  Anthony  T. 
DeCaro,  assistant  manager  at  the  Capi- 
tol, was  ill  . . . Romeo  Pelligan,  Donald 
D.  Exford  and  Maurice  M.  Lawler  (all 
members  of  the  service  staff  at  the  Capi- 
tol) as  National  Guarders  will  sooii  go  to 
work  for  Uncle  Sam  . . . Johnnie  Mahoney, 
who  resigned  as  doorman  at  the  Forest 
Park  Phillips,  is  now  attending  Harvard 
. . . Anthony  T.  DeCaro,  assistant  mana- 
ger at  the  Capitol,  is  quite  a crooner. 

Andy  Sette  of  the  Capitol  has  all  mem- 
bers of  the  theatre’s  service  staff  wear- 
ing “Lucky  Partners”  badges  in  advance 
of  playdate  ...  In  Worcester  was  Mel- 
vin M.  Aronson,  chief  of  the  service  staff 
at  the  Paramount  . . . Frank  Cronin,  man- 


Hy  Fine  Leaves  M&P 
To  Join  S.  A.  Lynch 


Boston — Hy  Fine,  M&P  Theatres  Corp. 
district  manager  for  the  past  few  years, 
has  resigned  from  the  local  Paramount  af- 
filiate to  become  general  manager  of  the 
S.  A.  Lynch  circuit  in  Florida.  Fine,  for- 
merly manager  of  the  Metropolitan  in 
Boston  and  after  that  director  of  stage 
productions  for  the  M&P  Theatres  Corp., 
headed  south  this  week. 

Fine  made  his  district  headquarters  at 
the  M&P  home  office  at  60  Scollay  Square, 
Boston.  The  theatres  under  his  direct 
sui>ervision  included  the  Rialto  and  Belle- 
vue in  Roslindale;  the  Dudley,  Rivoli, 
Shawmut  and  Warren  in  Roxbury;  the 
Marlborough  and  Princess  in  Marlborough, 
and  the  Capitol  in  Worcester.  These 
houses  will  be  split  up  among  other  dis- 
trict managers,  it  is  planned,  and  no 
successor  to  Fine  is  expected  to  be  ap- 
pointed at  this  time. 

McLaughlin  and  Healey 
Plan  Legion  s Dance 

Boston — William  H.  McLaughlin,  pres- 
ent commander  of  the  Theatrical  Post  of 
American  Legion  and  Stoneham  theatre 
operator,  and  Major  Patrick  F.  Healey, 
state  film  head,  are  furthering  plans  for 
the  coming  installation  and  dinner-dance 
of  the  Post,  for  the  past  few  years  an  an- 
nual film  district  social  event.  The  pair 
are  co-chairmen  of  this  year’s  function 
which  is  scheduled  for  the  latter  part  of 
October,  possibly  October  29. 

Harry  Aaronson,  manager  of  the  Rialto 
in  Scollay  Square,  will  be  installed  as 
the  1940-41  commander  to  climax  the  eve- 
ning. 


Current  Film  Crop  Gets 
By  Censors  Unsheared 

Boston — Sunday  censorship  shears  took 
a vacation  in  Massachusetts  last  week  when 
the  department  of  public  safety  listed  41 
films  “approved  for  exhibition  on  the 
Lord’s  Day”  without  eliminations.  Among 
the  Simon-pure  celluloids  were  Metro’s 
“Haunted  Honeymoon,”  20th-Fox’s  “Night 
Train,”  and  Monogram’s  “That  Gang  of 
Mine.” 

No  less  than  36  vaudeville  acts  were 
granted  Sunday  licenses.  Three  were  de- 
nied permits  for  Sunday  showings,  while 
five  other  acts  were  disapproved  in  their 
original  form  and  ordered  to  follow  rec- 
ommended modifications. 


Rhode  Island  Slump 

Providence — Although  payrolls  and  em- 
ployment figures  in  Rhode  Island  are  at 
their  highest  point  in  years,  business  in 
general  seems  to  have  hit  a slump  since 
Labor  Day,  with  theatres  feeling  the  pinch 
in  proportion  to  all  other  lines.  Last  week 
saw  few  houses  hitting  average  grosses. 
Opinions  as  to  the  cause  of  condition  seems 
divided,  some  saying  it’s  due  to  the  pre- 
election holdback:  others  to  the  approach- 
ing draft  and  general  war  conditions. 


ager  of  the  Community,  Dedham,  spoke  at 
a Rotary  luncheon  . . . Mary  Foley  of  the 
Loew’s  Poli  in  Worcester  has  been  on  va- 
cation . . . Elliott  Kronish,  member  of  the 
Loew’s  circuit  office  in  New  Haven,  was 
in  Springfield. 


JN  NEW  HAVEN  were  Charlie  L.  Repass 

of  the  Crown,  Martin  Kelleher  of  the 
Princess  and  Maurice  Schulman  of  the 
Webster,  Rivoli  and  Plaza-Windsor  . . . 
Bernard  M.  Levy,  district  supervisor  of 
Lieberman  theatres  in  Hartford  and  Holy- 
oke, was  in  Boston  . . . Manager  George 
E.  Landers  of  E.  M.  Loew’s  was  in  Bos- 
ton ...  To  New  Haven  went  Michael 

M.  Daly  of  Hartford  and  Plainfield. 

Mrs.  M.  Oakley  Christoph,  film  critic  for 
the  Hartford  Courant,  was  in  New  York 
. . . Otis  Levy  is  a new  part-time  usher 
at  the  Palace  and  Gerald  J.  Antaya  has 
joined  the  service  staff,  replacing  Julian 
Mandell,  who  resigned  to  resume  his 
studies  at  the  University  of  Connecticut 
at  Storrs  . . . Katharine  Hepburn  attend- 
ed a picnic  last  Sunday  at  Hyde  Park, 

N.  Y.,  where  she  offered  her  support  to 
President  Roosevelt  in  his  election  cam- 
paign. 

In  New  York  was  Rudy  Frank,  publicity 
director  of  the  State  . . . David  D.  Bullard 
is  a new  usher  at  the  Central,  West  Hart- 
ford . . . Byron  Wetherell  is  a new  part- 
time  usher  at  the  State  . . . Irving  Jaffe 
has  joined  the  State  staff  as  a part-time 
usher  . . . Service  staff  at  Manager  Tom- 
my Mailer’s  Lenox  are  sporting  new  uni- 
forms of  red,  green,  grey  and  gold  . . . 
Matthew  M.  O’Connors,  house  policeman 
at  the  Lyric,  and  Miss  Margaret  Farrell 
of  this  city,  are  slated  to  wed  October 
5 at  St.  Peter’s  Church  . . . Edward  Ken- 
nedy is  a new  projectionist  at  the  Proven 
Pictures. 

Milton  Gaston  has  joined  the  Palace 
service  staff  as  porter  . . . Capitol,  Mid- 
dletown, has  started  a series  of  Saturday 
vaudeville  programs  . . . Princess,  Hart- 
ford, is  now  offering  rose  chinaware  to 
lady  patrons  . . . Thomas  T.  Hendricks  is 
a new  usher  at  E.  M.  Loew’s  . . . David 
Weinstock,  whose  corporation  is  now  op- 
erating the  Alhambra  in  Torrington,  was 
a New  Haven  visitor  . . . Edith  Hoffman, 
daughter  of  I.  J.  Hoffman,  zone  manager 
in  New  Haven  for  WB  Theatres,  was  mar- 
ried to  Gerald  Steinberg,  a Bridgeport  at- 
torney . . . Hy  Fine,  district  manager  for 
M&P,  has  been  transferred  to  Miami,  Fla., 
where  he’s  now  working  for  S.  A.  Lynch 
Enterprises  . . . Jack  Boyd,  member  of 
the  service  staff  at  the  Jamaica  in  Boston, 
has  been  switched  here  to  the  Allyn  as 
an  usher. 

Patrick  Buchari,  doorman  at  the  Regal, 
who  resigned  to  join  the  army,  is  suc- 
ceeded by  George  Harris  . . , John  Charles 
Thomas,  Josef  Hofmann,  Busch  & Serkin, 
Dorothy  Maynor,  Jascha  Heifetz  and  Lily 
Pons  are  included  in  Bushnell’s  concert 
series  for  1940-41  . . . Martin  Boehm  is 
a new  doorman  at  the  State  . . . Ushers 
and  doorman  at  the  State  are  sporting 
winter  uniforms  ...  A preview  of  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American”  was  held  at  the 
Warner  projection  room  in  New  Haven  . . . 
Joseph  Larrisso  is  a new  full-time  usher 
at  the  State. 


Critics  to  Premiere 

Boston — Boston  film  critics  left  here 
Wednesday  en  route  for  South  Bend,  Ind., 
and  the  premiere  of  “Knute  Rockne — 
All  American.”  Invited  by  Harry  Brown- 
ing, M&P  Theatres  Corp.  advertising  head 
and  entourage  escort,  were  Marjory  Adams 
of  the  Globe,  Helen  Eager  of  the  Traveler, 
Leo  Gafney  of  the  Advertiser,  Peggy  Doyle 
of  the  American,  and  John  Hutchins  of 
the  Transcript. 


GO 
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MIT  Offers  Theatre 
Management  Course 

Boston — A course  in  motion  picture  the- 
atre management  will  be  held  this  year, 
for  16  weeks  beginning  October  21,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Massachusetts  Uni- 
versity Extension.  Arthur  L.  Tuohy,  for 
years  assistant  manager  and  also  acting 
manager  at  Loew’s  Orpheum  in  Boston 
and  later  manager  of  the  Hub  in  Boston 
while  it  was  under  the  Loew’s  egis,  is  in 
charge  of  a course  which  will  be  held  in 
the  quarters  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology  in  Cambridge. 

Tuohy  has  already  lined  up  local  leading 
film  men  to  lecture  on  respective  eve- 
nings. Charles  Kurtzman,  Loew’s  north- 
eastern divisional  manager,  will  speak  on 
division  management.  Ben  Domingo,  city 
manager  for  RKO  Theatres,  will  lecture 
on  stage  productions.  Stanley  Sumner, 
operator  of  the  University  in  Cambridge, 
will  probably  discuss  independent  theatre 
operation.  Joseph  Brennan,  former  su- 
perior of  Tuohy  and  present  local  MPTOA 
executive  secretary,  will  give  angles  on 
the  legislative  and  legal  side  of  the  theatre 
picture. 

The  first  part  of  this  course,  accord- 
ing to  Tuohy,  “is  designed  especially  for 
all  those  who  are  now  employed  in  motion 
picture  theatres,  large  and  small.  It  will 
be  of  interest  also  to  those  who  are  en- 
gaged in  other  entertainment  activities, 
and  to  those  who  would  like  to  prepare 
for  a career  in  the  theatrical  business. 
The  following  topics  will  be  discussed  by 
leading  figures  in  the  industry:  General 
outline  of  theatre  management,  advertis- 
ing, publicity,  exploitation,  promotion,  pro- 
jection, ventilation,  maintenance,  booking, 
legal  aspect,  and  service. 

“The  second  part  of  this  course  will  be 
along  more  advanced  lines  and  will  treat 
of  the  following:  Production,  distribution, 
and  exhibition  of  motion  pictures;  studio 
organization:  circuit  and  independent  the- 
atres; latest  advances  and  tendencies  in 
the  industry;  modern  ways  of  informing 
the  public;  efficient  and  profitable  meth- 
ods of  theatre  operation.” 

A nominal  charge  of  five  dollars  for 
each  part  of  eight  lectures  will  be  made 
or  nine  dollars  for  the  complete  course 
of  16  lectures  will  be  made.  Classes  will 
meet  Mondays  at  7:45  to  9:15  p.  m.,  be- 
ginning October  21  in  Room  271,  Building 
1,  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, at  777  Massachusetts  Avenue  in 
Cambridge. 


Quiz  Broadcast  Popular 

Boston — A Saturday  radio  quiz  pro- 
gram, broadcast  from  the  stage  of  the 
Penway  in  Boston,  has  been  turned  into 
a crowd-getter  through  the  combined  ef- 
forts of  Manager  Ben  Rosenberg,  Assist- 
ant Manager  Harvey  Eisenberg,  and  Jack 
Saef,  advertising  director.  Billed  as 
“Crackpot  College,”  the  broadcast  enables 
theatre  patrons  to  collect  cash  prizes  at 
every  Saturday  presentation. 


Monogram  Record 

Boston — Monogram  set  more  playing 
dates  during  the  week  before  last  than 
ever  before  in  its  history,  Steve  Broidy, 
New  England  sales  manager,  commented 
to  this  publication  in  a discussion  of  the 
brightening  film  picture. 


M&P  Managers  Stage  an 
Armand  Moreau  Week 

Boston — Last  week  was  “Armand  J. 
Moreau  Week”  throughout  a representa- 
tive section  of  northern  New  England. 
So  stated  C.  J.  Sullivan,  C.  J.  Russell  jr., 
and  P.  H.  Nelligan,  respective  managers 
of  the  Bijou,  Opera  House  and  Park  in 
Bangor;  Prank  A.  Vennett  and  Francis 
Gooch,  respective  managers  of  the  Opera 
House  and  Uptown  in  Bath;  O.  E.  LeTage 
of  the  Paramount  in  Port  Fairfield;  Ralph 
W.  Pinkham  of  the  Temple  in  Houlton; 
H.  E.  Rice  of  the  Strand  in  Orono;  L.  J. 
Dandeneau,  and  Joseph  Dondis,  respective 
managers  of  the  Park  and  Strand  in  Rock- 
land; J.  M.  Divney  and  Harry  Botwick, 
respective  managers  of  the  Maine  and 
State  in  Portland;  J.  K.  ODonnell  of  the 
Haines  in  Waterville;  F.  M.  Engiey  of  the 
Scar  in  Westbrook;  all  in  Maine. 

Mel  Morrison  of  the  Strand  in  Dover, 
N.  H.,  and,  in  Vermont,  Lester  Davis  and 
John  Hassett,  respective  managers  of  the 
Magnet  and  Paramount  in  Barre;  J.  H. 
Wilson  and  C.  E.  Sargent,  managers  re- 
spectively of  the  Grand  and  Paramount 
in  Rutland. 

These  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  managers 
tied  in  with  an  extensive  publicity  cam- 
paign built  around  a testimonial  for  the 
M&P  district  manager  who  headquarters 
at  the  Congress  Bldg,  in  Portland,  Me. 


Boston  Friars  Drawing 
Set  for  October  11 

Boston — Holders  of  lucky  subscriptions 
in  the  Boston  Friars  Club  Milk  Fund  Cam- 
paign will  be  determined  at  noon  Friday, 
October  11,  in  the  Hotel  Statler  rooms  of 
the  film  district  fraternity.  Individuals 
making  the  drawings  had  not  been  selected 
at  press  time,  but  Steve  Broidy,  president 
of  the  organization,  emphasizes  that  no 
Friar  would  participate  in  that  part  of 
the  function. 

The  Boston  Friars  Club  Milk  Fund  Cam- 
paign, now  in  its  final  and  most  crucial 
stage,  is  the  largest  local  film  district 
charity  ever  to  be  promoted  here. 


New  Haven  Metro  Workers 
Win  Week's  Wage 

New  Haven — Finishing  ninth  nationally 
in  the  Metro  annual  bonus  plan,  the  New 
Haven  exchange  employes  all  win  a week’s 
salary.  Thomas  J.  Donaldson,  branch 
manager,  was  winner  of  a substantial  cash 
prize;  Morton  Katz,  rating  fifth  in  the 
country  for  salesmen,  received  $150;  and 
Milt  Hyams,  salesman,  one  week’s  salary. 
In  addition,  as  a result  of  a wager  with 
other  exchanges  in  the  district.  New  Hav- 
eners will  be  guests  at  a testimonial  din- 
ner. 


Brent  Branches  Out 

Boston — Charles  Brent,  former  Oklaho- 
ma circuit  man  associated  with  Phil  Isiey, 
has  taken  over  the  management  of  the 
TicToc  Theatre  Restaurant,  new  local 
night  club  in  which  he  has  acquired  a 
substantial  interest.  Brent,  who  came  to 
this  territory  as  a cog  in  the  Roy  E.  Heff- 
ner theatre  and  distribution  setup,  later 
became  an  independent  distributor  and 
theatre  owner  in  New  England.  He  is 
continuing  his  activity  in  the  film  picture. 


Represents  Momand  in 
Oklahoma  Hearing 


Boston — George  S.  Ryan,  local  anti- 
trust attorney,  was  scheduled  to  repre- 
sent A.  B.  Momand  at  an  Oklahoma  City 
hearing  Thursday  on  objections  and  pend- 
ing motions  brought  by  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  and  other  defendants  in 
Momand’s  $4,500,000  anti-trust  suit.  The 
hearing  was  to  have  taken  place  before 
Federal  Judge  A.  P.  Murrah. 

Objecting  to  all  but  seven  of  342  in- 
terrogatories brought  by  the  Boston  law- 
yer, the  defendants  claimed  that: 

“Each  of  the  said  interrogatories  (1) 
calls  for  matters  of  fact  which  are  beyond 
the  scope  of  the  issue;  (2)  is  not  directed 
at  the  discovery  of  ultimate  facts  ma- 
terial to  the  support  of  plaintiff’s  case; 
(3)  calls  for  matter  which  is  not  material 
or  relevant  at  the  present  stage  of  the 
case;  (4)  constitutes  an  unwarranted  and 
impertinent  intrusion  into  the  business  af- 
fairs of  these  defendants;  (5)  calls  for  the 
furnishing  of  information  which  is  duly 
burdensome  and  vexatious. 

“These  defendants  further  object  to 
each  and  all  of  the  interrogatories  pro- 
pounded to  them  by  the  plaintiff  for  the 
reason  that  the  court  heretofore  ordered 
a rehearing  on  defendants’  motion  to  dis- 
miss the  case,  and  that  question  should 
be  determined  before  these  defendants 
are  required  to  answer  the  interrogatories.” 

Similar  defendant  actions  were  brought 
in  Boston  in  connection  with  the  local 
segments  of  A.  M.  Momand  and  Loretta 
Momand  anti-trust  cases. 


Major  Defendants  Recall 
Move  Against  Depositions 

Boston — A move  by  major  exhibition 
and  distribution  defendants  last  week  to 
set  off  the  taking  of  depositions  in  New 
York  by  George  S.  Ryan,  attorney  for  A. 
B.  Momand  in  the  latter’s  Boston  suit 
against  Universal  et.  ah,  was  dissolved 
last  week  when,  during  a hearing  before 
Judge  Sweeney  in  U.  S.  district  court,  de- 
fendants’ counsel  withdrew  the  motion. 
It  was  later  agreed  to  continue  the  taking' 
of  depositions  indefinitely. 


Paramount  Exceptions  to 
Waldo  Interrogatories 

Boston — Exceptions  were  filed  this  week 
in  behalf  of  Paramount  interests  to  in- 
terrogatories and  requests  for  admission 
of  fact  brought  by  George  S.  Ryan,  anti- 
trust attorney,  in  the  case  of  the  Waldo 
Theatre  Corp.  versus  Joseph  Dondis  et  al. 
No  hearing  date  had  been  set  up  to  press 
time. 


Holt  Convalescing 

Boston — Buster  Holt,  formerly  assist- 
ant manager  at  the  Fenway  in  Boston  and 
at  present  manager  of  the  Satuit  Play- 
house in  Scituate  for  the  Morse  and  Roth- 
enberg  circuit,  left  a local  hospital  last 
week  after  a major  operation  had  been 
performed  on  his  knee. 


Building  Near  Marblehead 

Hartford — Louis  Townsend,  manager  of 
the  Theatre-in-the-Dale,  a “strawhat”  at 
Marblehead,  has  purchased  the  estate  of 
Mrs.  Gwenyth  E.  Durling,  a quarter  of  a 
mile  south,  on  which  he  will  build  a 250- 
seat  theatre. 
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QNE  of  the  first  effects  of  the  draft  to 
be  felt  in  this  territory  is  the  series 
of  changes  in  Ross  Federal  Service  caused 
by  A.  Warner’s  resignation  from  the  Phila- 
delphia office  to  become  an  Army  major. 
Ralph  Unks  of  Albany  fills  the  Philly 
vacancy,  while  Charles  Leach,  head  of  the 
New  Haven  office  for  the  past  year,  is 
promoted  to  Albany.  The  new  aptpointee 
in  New  Haven  is  Howard  Crombie.  for- 
merly of  the  Ross  staff  in  Boston,  and 
once  eastern  field  checking  supervisor  for 
Vitagraph  . . . Fishman  Theatres  have 
leased  the  500-seat  Apollo,  dark  during 
the  past  summer,  to  Max  Post,  its  former 
manager,  who  will  be  assisted  by  his  son. 
Jack,  of  the  Fishman  staff.  T^e  house 
opened  October  2 with  “Housekeeper’s 
Daughter”  and  “Wagons  Westward,”  three 
changes  a week,  20  cents  top  admission. 

Warner  will  renovate  the  Rialto,  South 
Norwalk  . . . Modern  Theatre  Equipment, 
with  Louis  Phillips  in  charge,  is  moving 
its  quarters  to  the  Film  Bldg.,  130  Mea- 
dow St.  Phillips  has  been  in  the  same 
quarters  for  some  20  years  . . . Film  dis- 
trict visitors:  Edward  McEvoy  and  Gus 
Schaefer  of  RKO;  Lou  Astor  and  I.  Harry 
Rogovin  of  Columbia;  Harry  Botwick, 
manager  of  the  State,  Portland,  Mrs.  Bot- 
wick and  daughter,  visiting  Mrs.  Botwick’s 
father,  I.  Levine,  Imperial  representative 
here,  after  a motor  tour  through  Maine, 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont;  Oscar  Doob, 
of  New  York  Loew  Theatre  office;  Wil- 
liam P.  Jefferson  and  Charles  Casanave 
jr.  of  National  Screen  Accessories  made 
the  Loew-Poli  circuit  with  Lou  Brown, 
publicity  chief;  Bert  Jacocks  of  Warner, 
Boston;  Charles  Sonin,  of  the  Loew  pur- 
chasing department. 

Whalley  Theatre,  Inc.,  granted  a build- 
ing permit  for  front  alterations  in  the 
amount  of  $200  . . . Lincoln  oi>ened  last 
Monday  with  “The  Story  of  a Cheat”  and 
“Crime  Without  Passion”  . . . Gene  Du- 
Barry  is  again  the  manager  . . . After  a 
successful  summer  season,  Adolph  G. 
Johnson  and  Albert  Poulton  have  renew- 
ed their  lease  for  next  summer  on  the 
New  Colony,  Sound  View  . . . Ben  Simon, 
Earl  Wright  and  Sam  Germaine  up  to 
Boston  for  a 20th-Fox  district  meet  . . . 
Thomas  Donaldson  in  to  New  York  home 
office  and  Boston  Metro  conference  . . . 
Loew’s  Lyric,  Bridgeport,  has  been  leased 
for  the  winter  season  to  Max  Rudnick  of 
the  Eltinge  Theatre,  New  York,  for  bur- 
lesque. Ann  Corio  was  the  first  attrac- 
tion. All  seats  reserved. 

For  ‘‘Down  Argentine  Way,"  opening 
October  10  over  the  Loew-Poli  circuit,  with 
special  Shaw  ra-vue,  Harry  Shaw  called 
a special  managers’  meeting  and  screen- 
ing at  the  Bijou  projection  room.  Oscar 
Doob,  Ben  Simon  and  Sam  Germaine 
were  special  guests  . . . Hank  Keene  and 
his  Radio  Gang  staying  a fifth  week  in 
Worcester  at  the  New  Waterproof  Tent 
Theatre  at  10-25  cents  . . . Orchids  to 
Harry  Shaw  and  Monk  Maloney  for 
switching  the  WTAG  coast-to-coast  broad- 
cast to  Admiral  Byrd  at  the  Antarctic 
from  a free  auditorium  stunt  to  the  Poli 
(Worcester)  stage,  making  the  broadcast 
open  to  patrons  of  the  last  show,  which 
it  followed.  Newspapers  gave  the  event  a 
full  page  Sunday  and  other  publicity.  Rita 
Johnson  also  spoke  from  Hollywood  and 
introduced  her  brother  . . . Sympathy  to 
Mrs.  Mary  C.  Vuono,  former  Stamford 
exhibitor,  well  known  in  the  film  district, 
on  the  death  of  her  grandson,  Jos- 
eph E.  Vuono  jr.,  fatally  shot  while 
playing  with  a young  cousin.  The  child 
died  at  the  Stamford  Hospital  a few  hours 


after  the  accident  . . . Morris  Druker,  as- 
sistant at  the  Poli,  Worcester,  confined 
to  his  home  because  of  injuries  sustained 
when  he  was  thrown  from  his  horse. 

Frank  Cascioli,  son  of  the  Forest  ex- 
hibitor, drummer  in  a Miami  night  club 
orchestra,  is  visiting  in  the  north  for  a 
few  weeks  . . . John  Hesse,  Roger  Sher- 
man manager,  accompanied  Dan  Mulvey, 
sports  editor  of  the  Register,  to  the  South 
Bend  premiere  of  “Knute  Rockne — All 
American”  . . . First  Amateur  Nite  at  the 
Bijou  was  well  received.  Harry  Shaw  and 
Harry  Dvorkin,  WBRY’s  “Uncle  Harry,” 
emceed  . . . For  “He  Stayed  for  Break- 
fast,” Bill  Reisinger  tried  the  street  bal- 
lyhoo with  waiters  in  uniform  . . . For 
opening  of  vaude,  man  in  front  of  theatre 
on  cot  was  placarded  “Waiting  all  night 
for  vaude  at  the  Bijou”  . . . Metro  has 
sold  Forest,  Allingtown  45-week  enamel- 
ware  deal,  starting  October  1;  Plaza,  Wat- 
erbury,  75-week  china  petit  point,  begin- 
ning October  24  and  25;  Cameo,  Water- 
bury,  75-week  Bolero  Blossom  china,  Sep- 
tember 24  and  25;  same  house,  enamel- 
ware,  and  40-week  frosted  stemware,  Oc- 
tober 1 and  2;  State,  Torrington,  enamel, 
September  30;  White  Way,  enamel,  Sep- 
tember 28  and  29;  Glastonbury,  enamel- 
ware,  October  2 and  3. 

Bob  Russell  starting  his  football  her- 
ald guessing  contest,  so  popular  last  year, 
with  "Howards  of  Virginia"  . . . Those 
who  pick  the  most  winners  receive  guest 
tickets  . . . Virginia  football  team  mem- 
bers were  guests  at  “Howards  of  Vir- 
ginia" at  the  Poli.  with  Elliott  Kronish 
of  the  division  office,  who  attended  U. 
of  Virginia,  extending  a special  invita- 
tion . . . Garde.  New  London,  tried  the 
Spry-Roper  cooking  school,  which  many 
houses  in  the  state  have  run  with  good 
results  . . . "Ramparts  We  Watch”  he'd 
over  at  the  New  London  house  for  three 
days,  ads  emphasizing  New  London’s  owm 
contribution  to  film  history  . . . Jack 
Schwartz  of  West  End.  Bridgeport,  has 
signed  for  tv)o-a-week  Metro  enamelware 
and  stemware  deals  . . . Danbury  Fair  cut 
into  business  . . . Leo  Schapiro  of  the 
Guilford  Theatre  was  one  of  the  judges 
of  horses  at  the  Fair,  and  Leo  knows  his 
horses. 

It  was  that  kind  of  a bet.  The  Metro 
New  Haven  boys  who  won  ninth  place  in 
the  annual  bonus  competition  win  a 
plaque,  but  have  to  throw  a Victory  Din- 
ner for  the  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland,  Cincin- 
nati and  Boston  exchanges  . . . Moodus 
has  closed  down  to  four-a-week  and 
East  Hampton  will  follow  suit  shortly  . . . 
A1  Pickus  is  now  enjoying  a breathing 
spell,  as  all  details  are  polished  off  in  the 
recent  renovation  and  reconstruction  of 
his  Stratford  . . . Loew-Poli  ushers’  din- 
ner dance  at  the  Seven  Gables,  November 
20,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Marshall  Blev- 
ins, Arthur  DeFrank,  John  Santillo,  John 
Bashta  and  Adam  Innocenzi. 

Nat  Rubin,  Loew-Poli  assistant,  is  on 
the  job.  but  carrying  around  some  com- 
plicated ear  bandages  as  a result  of  re- 
cent surgery  . . . Dave  Kaufman,  Loew- 
Poli  artist,  is  taking  in  the  Fair  during 
his  week’s  vacation  . . . Steve  and  John 
Panora  are  closing  up  the  Panora  Villa 
at  Niantic  for  the  uxinter  . . . Mrs.  H. 
Schwartz  of  the  Hillcrest,  Taftville,  still 
confined  to  her  bed  at  home  . . . They  also 
run  theatres;  Donat  Blaine,  of  the  Jo- 
doin.  Baltic,  is  on  a big  painting  job  at 
Storr’s  . . . Frank  Mann,  of  the  Princess, 
Rockville,  is  enthusiastic  about  the  new 
gas  ranges  in  his  plumbing  supply  store 


Joseph  lo  Line  Up 
Connecticut  Trade 


New  Haven  — With  the  American  Red 
Cross  about  to  launch  a national  cam- 
paign for  members  November  11  to  20, 
the  entire  motion  picture  industry  has 
been  asked  to  cooperate.  Morris  Joseph, 
Universal  exchange  manager,  has  been  ap- 
pointed industry  coordinator  for  Connec- 
ticut. 

Warner  Bros,  has  produced  a 400-foot 
subject,  with  20  leading  stars,  headed  by 
Deanna  Durbin.  This  will  be  furnished 
to  the  theatres  gratis  starting  November 
11,  as  well  as  a 100-foot  trailer  with  Pris- 
cilla Lane,  furnished  by  the  Red  Cross, 
posters,  banners,  and  other  display  mate- 
rial. 

No  funds  will  be  solicited  in  or  by  the 
theatres. 


Three  New  Companies 
File  in  Connecticut 

New  Haven — Bald  Eagle  Film  Produc- 
tions, Inc.,  producers  of  16mm  educational 
and  other  shorts,  has  filed  certificate  of 
incorporation,  with  $49,000  authorized 
capital  and  $4,000  to  commence  business. 
Incorporators  are  Joseph  Einhorn,  Wallace 
Rosenthal  and  Joseph  Cohn,  all  of  New 
Haven. 

Amusement  Center,  Inc.,  of  Danbury, 
was  incorporated  by  Ruth  E.  Burdick  and 
Mildred  H.  Hoey  of  Danbury,  and  William 
Hanna  of  Bethel. 

Certificate  of  incorporation  also  filed 
for  The  Girlie  Stage  Shows,  Inc.,  with 
$5,000  authorized  capital,  and  Louis  W. 
Wallack,  Edward  D.  Wallack  and  Anthony 
DeFala,  all  of  New  Haven,  as  incorpora- 
tors. 

Appoint  Boyd  Sparrow 
To  Springfield  Post 

New  Haven — Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli 
division  manager,  announces  the  appoint- 
ment of  Boyd  Sparrow  of  Loew’s,  Wilm- 
ington, to  the  assistant  managership  of 
the  Poli,  Springfield,  succeeding  John 
Wolfberg,  resigned. 


"York"  to  Keighley 

Hollywood — William  Keighley  will  di- 
rect Warner’s  “Sergeant  York,”  the  Jesse 
Lasky  production  to  star  Gary  Cooper. 


. . . Lucy  Flack,  Milford  exhibitor,  is  va- 
cationing in  Lakewood  and  Atlantic  City 
. . . Buster  Bonoff,  son  of  the  Madison  and 
Saybrook  exhibitor,  is  knocking  off  scho- 
lastic honors  at  Gainesville  Academy  in 
Georgia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Bonoff  just  returned 
from  a trip  to  Providence  . . . Larry  Ger- 
maine is  back  at  the  Warner  office  after 
a short  illness  . . . Phil  Schwartz  of  Park- 
way, Bridgeport,  reports  great  business 
with  “Great  McGinty”  and  Bak-Serv  . . . 
Jules  Livingston  of  Alexander  Previews 
has  moved  from  Milford  to  New  Haven 
. . . Elliott  Kronish  visited  friends  in  Long 
Island  over  the  weekend  . . . They  say 
that  flying  leap  of  Jeanette  Berliner’s 
scared  the  mouse  to  death  . . . Both  A.  M. 
Schuman  of  the  Black  Rock  and  John 
Dombi  of  the  Brooklawn  complaining  that 
torn-up  roads  spoiled  the  summer’s  busi- 
ness. 
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YERN  smith  of  the  M&P  Theatre  Corp. 
^ home  office  returned  to  work  follow- 
ing illness  . . . Mary  Trainor  of  Colum- 
bia, long  hopitalized,  has  been  convalesc- 
ing at  her  home  in  West  Roxbury  . . . 
Ed  McEvoy,  former  RKO  executive  now 
with  Select  Attractions,  v/as  in  town 
. . . Joe  Mathieu,  circuit  owner,  was  in 
from  Winchendon  . . . Two  brothers  of 
Cameo  Screen  Attraction’s  Sam  Davidson, 
one  a government  lawyer  and  the  other  a 
government  accountant,  were  in  from  De- 
troit. 

Harry  Asher  has  taken  over  the  New 
England  distribution  of  “The  Baker’s 
Wife,”  prize  French  film  which  George 
Kraska  has  held  for  a second  consecutive 
week  at  the  Fine  Arts  . . . Mayor  Maurice 
J.  Tobin  of  Boston  was  the  scheduled  guest 
of  honor  at  a Boston  Friars  Club  meeting 
on  Tuesday. 

Chris  Buckley,  Vermont  and  New  York 
theatre  operator,  has  been  out  of  Ben- 
nington, Vt.,  for  a Canadian  sojourn  . . . 
A new  motion  picture  house  is  tentatively 
scheduled  for  Bethel,  Me.  . . . Harry 
Zeitz,  New  Bedford  circuit  owner,  was  in 
town  last  week  . . . Jack  Granara,  local 
RKO  publicist,  tied  in  extensively  with 
local  song  emporiums  with  the  opening 
of  “Spring  Parade”  at  Keith’s  Memorial 
. . . Grey  Holmes  has  darkened  the  Town 
Hall  in  Westboro. 

Paul  Ketchum,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Tower  in  Lowell,  has  been  transferred 
from  the  managership  of  the  Strand  in 
Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.,  to  a similar  position 
at  the  Paramount,  Schine  house,  in  Glens 
Falls  . . . Bradford  Ropes,  the  scenarist, 
was  at  his  home  in  Boston  . . . Robert 
Mochrie,  RKO  division  manager,  has  been 
in  town  . . . Joseph  Plunkett  of  the 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.  accounting  depart- 
ment has  been  on  vacation. 

Arthur  Pinkham,  manager  of  the  Park 
in  Taunton,  has  been  supervising  renova- 
tions at  the  house  . . . Tom  Kelly  has  had 
the  Rialto  in  Brockton  rejuvenated  . . . 
Martin  Manulis  has  darkened  the  Bass 
Rocks  in  Gloucester  . . . Bob  Easton  was 
at  the  RKO  Boston  this  week  . . . Doris 
Keyes  was  likewise  . . . Boyd  Sparrow  of 
the  managerial  staff  of  the  Poli  in  Spring- 
field  is  back  from  New  York  . . . Prunella 
Hall,  motion  picture  critic  for  the  Boston 
Post,  has  been  taking  a late  vacation. 

Eric  Lindblade  of  Loew’s  State  in  Bos- 
ton has  returned  from  a honeymoon.  He 
is  a Harvard  medical  student  . . . Ruth 
Gilman,  discovery  of  S.  L.  Lowe  jr.,  of  the 
Theatre  Candy  Company,  took  a 2Qth-Fox 
screen  test  in  New  York  last  week. 

Norman  Myers,  film  district  veteran,  is 
now  working  for  the  government.  Myers, 
a world  champion  stenographer,  has  placed 
high  in  national  speed  and  accuracy  short- 
hand competitions  in  recent  years  . . . 
Charles  Hurlburt  has  resigned  from  the 
accounting  department  of  the  M&P  The- 
atres Corp.  . . . Helen  Zenis  has  also  re- 
signed from  the  same  office. 

E.  L.  Hickey,  manager  of  the  Colonial 
in  Brockton  for  Edward  Ansin  and  E. 
Harold  Stoneman,  called  in  the  National 
Guard  to  act  as  a special  escort  when 
“The  Ramparts  We  Watch”  was  shipped 
to  the  Interstate  house  . . . Herman  Ad- 
dison, son  of  the  former  Loew’s  north- 
eastern divisional  manager,  has  been 
transferred  from  the  managership  of  the 
Glove  in  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  to  a similar 
post  at  the  State  in  Courtland. 


Walter  Brennan,  east  for  the  Philadel- 
phia opening  of  “The  Westerner,”  has 
been  expected  in  town  . . . William  Elder, 
formerly  of  the  Poli  in  New  Haven,  was 
in  from  Harrisburg,  Pa.  . . . Emma  V.  Cor- 
bett of  the  local  Universal  booking  de- 
partment left  Friday  for  a vacation  . . . 
Joe  Prank,  Boston  Friars  Club  steward, 
is  mourning  the  death  of  a sister. 

Miriam  Batista  has  shuttered  Brattle 
Hall  in  Cambridge  . . . Louis  Josephs, 
Northeastern  Film  salesman,  and  his  wife 
were  hospitalized  in  New  Bedford  last 
week  following  serious  injuries  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident. 


Cambridge  was  also  in  uniform  . . . How- 
ard Burkhardt,  manager  of  the  Orpheum 
in  Boston,  advanced  the  morning  opening 
of  the  downtown  house  one-half  hour  for 
“Foreign  Correspondent,”  getting  under 
way  at  8:45  a.  m.  instead  of  at  9:15  a.  m. 
. . . Fred  Greenway,  Loew’s  State  manager, 
kept  the  opening  of  that  house  at  11:15 
a.  m. 

Paul  Levi,  Metropolitan  advertising 
manager,  tied  in  extensively  the  local  ap- 
pearance of  Betty  Brewer  and  the  open- 
ing of  “Rangers  of  Fortune”  at  the  down- 
town house  . . . The  daughter  of  Charles 
Repass  of  the  Crown  in  Hartford  is  to 
be  married  on  October  12. 


Major  Patrick  P.  Healey,  state  film  head, 
was  in  New  York  on  business  . . . Martin 
J.  Mullin  and  Sam  Pinanski,  local  Para- 
mount partners,  returned  to  town  from 
New  York  . . . William  Scranton,  Ampro 
sales  head,  has  been  here  . . . Ethel  Simes 
of  the  home  office  of  Netoco  has  been 
on  vacation  leave. 

Edward  Fay  has  put  price  increases 
into  effect  at  Fay’s  in  Providence  . . . 
Louis  Rosensweig,  operator  of  the  Victoria 
in  Greenfield,  was  in  the  district,  still 
convalescing  from  hospitalization  . . . Ern- 
est Truex,  the  film  star,  has  been  in  town. 


Harry  Browning,  M&P  Theatres  Corp. 
advertising  manager,  left  for  Indiana  this 
week  on  business  . . . Rufus  Blair,  Para- 
mount publicity  representative,  was  in 
town  last  week  Thursday  in  connection 
with  “North  West  Mounted  Police.” 


Hike  for  Jerry  Warsaa 
Hartford — Jerry  Warsaa,  doorman  at 
the  Palace,  has  been  appointed  chief  of 
the  service  staff,  succeeding  Hollis  Swee- 
ney, who  has  been  upped  to  student  as- 
sistant. 


Film  Exchange  Transfer  was  represent- 
ed at  the  local  Legion  convention  by  uni- 
formed William  Lyson  and  William  Too- 
mey  . . . James  Wall  of  the  Olympia  in 


As  Father  of  Fonda 
Hollywood — Eugene  Pallette  will  por- 
tray Henry  Fonda’s  father  in  Paramount’s 
“Lady  Eve.” 
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: SPRINGFIELD  : 

J^LBERT  ROULETTE  has  been  acting 
doorman  at  Harry  Arthur’s  Art.  Ray- 
mond Salo  has  the  grippe  . . . Gilbert  G. 
Bevins,  assistant  manager  at  the  Para- 
mount, and  Jimmy  Bloom,  assistant  chief 
of  the  service  staff,  were  in  New  York  to 
see  the  Pair  . . , Bernard  Maroney,  elec- 
trician at  the  Loew’s  Poll,  vacationed  in 
Bermuda  , . . In  Boston  was  Raymond 
Title,  manager  of  the  Art  . . . Melvin  M. 
Aronson,  chief  of  the  service  staff  at  the 
Paramount,  announces  the  addition  of  Ar- 
thur Roberts,  a full-time  usher  . . . Al 
Gould’s  newly-modernized  Majestic  over 
in  West  Springfield  looks  swell  . . . Visi- 
tors at  Manager  George  E.  Freeman’s  of- 
fice at  the  local  Loew  Poll  were  Harry  F. 
Shaw,  Loew  Poll  division  manager,  and 
Louis  A.  Brown,  circuit  publicity  chief  . . . 
Milt  Weinstein  is  now  managing  the  Hol- 
yoke Strand  . . . John  S.  Tapernoux,  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  French 
Motion  Picture  Corp.,  New  York,  was  in 
town  . , . Tower,  Lowell,  has  been  re- 
opened on  a fulltime  schedule  by  Roy  E. 
Heffner  , . . Donald  Buchanan  is  a new 
usher  at  the  Paramount,  replacing  Arthur 
Tatro,  resigned  , , . Herman  Rifkin  was 
in  Springfield. 

Balcony  at  the  Brockton  in  Brockton 
has  been  rejuvenated  . . . Jean  Bocash  is 
the  new  candy  girl  at  the  Loew  Poli  . . . 
Peter  Veto,  doorman  at  the  Paramount, 
and  Miss  Grace  Ward,  a Springfield  girl, 
are  engaged  . . . George  Germaine  has 
joined  the  Paramount  service  staff  . . . 
“Kit  Carson”  did  two  weeks  at  the  Loew- 
Poli  in  Worcester  . . . Thomas  A.  Pennack 
is  a new  usher  at  the  Paramount  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Al  Anders  of  the  Bijou  were  in 
Boston  . . . The  Broadway,  under  the 
management  of  popular  Charlie  Smith, 
has  entered  its  fourth  straight  year  of 
sponsoring  talent  revues  each  week  . . . 
Gordon  Macher  has  resigned  as  doorman 
at  the  Broadway.  He  is  replaced  by  Stan- 
ton Roberts  . . . David  Pinnard  is  a new 
usher  at  the  Court  Square,  succeeding  Ger- 
ald J.  Finnegan,  who  is  attending  the 
American  International  College  here. 

William  “Billy”  Powell,  division  mana- 
ger for  the  Rifkin  circuit,  lost  his  father 
recently  , . . Howard  Smith,  projectionist 
at  the  Arcade,  packed  up  enough  baggage 
for  his  wife  and  himself  and  set  out  for  a 
Maine  camping  trip  . . . Joseph  O’Neil, 
electrician  at  the  Court  Square,  is  driving 
a new  Dodge  sedan  . . . The  Garden  in 
the  south  end,  which  has  been  dark  all 
summer,  has  been  reopened  by  the  Rifkin 
circuit  . . . Majestic,  West  Springfield, 
has  been  renovated  by  Capitol  Theatre 
Supply. 

The  Arcade,  a Western  Massachusetts 
circuit  theatre,  is  currently  observing  its 
ninth  year  under  that  organization’s  ban- 
ner . . . Donald  D.  Exford  is  a new  usher 
at  the  Capitol  . . . Sister  of  Anthony  T. 
DeCaro,  assistant  manager  at  the  Capi- 
tol, was  ill  . . . Romeo  Pelligan,  Donald 
D.  Exford  and  Maurice  M.  Lawler  (all 
members  of  the  service  staff  at  the  Capi- 
tol) as  National  Guarders  will  soon  go  to 
work  for  Uncle  Sam  . . . Johnnie  Mahoney, 
who  resigned  as  doorman  at  the  Forest 
Park  Phillips,  is  now  attending  Harvard 
. . . Anthony  T.  DeCaro,  assistant  mana-  < 
ger  at  the  Capitol,  is  quite  a crooner. 

Andy  Sette  of  the  Capitol  has  all  mem- 
bers of  the  theatre’s  service  staff  wear- 
ing “Lucky  Partners”  badges  in  advance 
of  playdate  ...  In  Worcester  was  Mel- 
vin M.  Aronson,  chief  of  the  service  staff 
at  the  Paramount  . . . Fi’ank  Cronin,  man- 


Hy  Fine  Leaves  M&P 
To  Join  S.  A.  Lynch 

Boston — Hy  Fine,  M&P  Theatres  Corp. 
district  manager  for  the  past  few  years, 
has  resigned  from  the  local  Paramoimt  af- 
filiate to  become  general  manager  of  the 
S.  A.  Lynch  circuit  in  Florida.  Fine,  for- 
merly manager  of  the  Metropolitan  in 
Boston  and  after  that  director  of  stage 
productions  for  the  M&P  Theatres  Corp., 
headed  south  this  week. 

Fine  made  his  district  headquarters  at 
the  M&P  home  office  at  60  Scollay  Square, 
Boston.  The  theatres  under  his  direct 
supervision  included  the  Rialto  and  Belle- 
vue in  Roslindale;  the  Dudley,  Rivoli, 
Shawmut  and  Warren  in  Roxbury;  the 
Marlborough  and  Princess  in  Marlborough, 
and  the  Capitol  in  Worcester.  These 
houses  will  be  split  up  among  other  dis- 
trict managers,  it  is  planned,  and  no 
successor  to  Fine  is  expected  to  be  ap- 
pointed at  this  time. 

McLaughlin  and  Healey 
Plan  Legion  s Dance 

Boston — William  H.  McLaughlin,  pres- 
ent commander  of  the  Theatrical  Post  of 
American  Legion  and  Stoneham  theatre 
operator,  and  Major  Patrick  F.  Healey, 
state  film  head,  are  furthering  plans  for 
the  coming  installation  and  dinner-dance 
of  the  Post,  for  the  past  few  years  an  an- 
nual film  district  social  event.  The  pair 
are  co-chairmen  of  this  year’s  function 
which  is  scheduled  for  the  latter  part  of 
October,  possibly  October  29. 

Harry  Aaronson,  manager  of  the  Rialto 
in  Scollay  Square,  will  be  installed  as 
the  1940-41  commander  to  climax  the  eve- 
ning. 


Current  Film  Crop  Gets 
By  Censors  Unsheared 

Boston — Sunday  censorship  shears  took 
a vacation  in  Massachusetts  last  week  when 
the  department  of  public  safety  listed  41 
films  “approved  for  exhibition  on  the 
Lord’s  Day”  without  eliminations.  Among 
the  Simon-pure  celluloids  were  Metro’s 
“Haunted  Honeymoon,”  20th-Fox’s  “Night 
Train,”  and  Monogram’s  “That  Gang  of 
Mine.” 

No  less  than  36  vaudeville  acts  were 
granted  Sunday  licenses.  Tlrree  were  de- 
nied permits  for  Sunday  showings,  while 
five  other  acts  were  disapproved  in  their 
original  form  and  ordered  to  follow  rec- 
ommended modifications. 


Rhode  Island  Slump 

Providence — Although  payrolls  and  em- 
ployment figures  in  Rhode  Island  are  at 
their  highest  point  in  years,  business  in 
general  seems  to  have  hit  a slump  since 
Labor  Day,  with  theatres  feeling  the  pinch 
in  proportion  to  all  other  lines.  Last  week 
saw  few  houses  hitting  average  grosses. 
Opinions  as  to  the  cause  of  condition  seems 
divided,  some  saying  it’s  due  to  the  pre- 
election holdback:  others  to  the  approach- 
ing draft  and  general  war  conditions. 


ager  of  the  Community,  Dedham,  spoke  at 
a Rotary  luncheon  . . . Mary  Foley  of  the 
Loew’s  Poli  in  Worcester  has  been  on  va- 
cation . . . Elliott  Kronish,  member  of  the 
Loew’s  circuit  office  in  New  Haven,  was 
in  Springfield. 


JN  NEW  HAVEN  were  Charlie  L.  Repass 

of  the  Crown,  Martin  Kelleher  of  the 
Princess  and  Maurice  Schulman  of  the 
Webster,  Rivoli  and  Plaza- Windsor  . . . 
Bernard  M.  Levy,  district  supervisor  of 
Lieberman  theatres  in  Hartford  and  Holy- 
oke, was  in  Boston  . . . Manager  George 
E.  Landers  of  E.  M.  Loew’s  was  in  Bos- 
ton ...  To  New  Haven  went  Michael 

M.  Daly  of  Hartford  and  Plainfield. 

Mrs.  M.  Oakley  Christoph,  film  critic  for 
the  Hartford  Courant,  was  in  New  York 
. . . Otis  Levy  is  a new  part-time  usher 
at  the  Palace  and  Gerald  J.  Antaya  has 
joined  the  service  staff,  replacing  Julian 
Mandell,  who  resigned  to  resume  his 
studies  at  the  University  of  Connecticut 
at  Storrs  . . . Katharine  Hepburn  attend- 
ed a picnic  last  Sunday  at  Hyde  Park, 

N.  Y.,  where  she  offered  her  support  to 
President  Roosevelt  in  his  election  cam- 
paign. 

In  New  York  was  Rudy  Frank,  publicity 
director  of  the  State  . . . David  D.  Bullard 
is  a new  usher  at  the  Central,  West  Hart- 
ford . . . Byron  Wetherell  is  a new  part- 
time  usher  at  the  State  . . . Irving  Jaffe 
has  joined  the  State  staff  as  a part-time 
usher  . . . Service  staff  at  Manager  Tom- 
my Mailer’s  Lenox  are  sporting  new  uni- 
forms of  red,  green,  grey  and  gold  . . . 
Matthew  M.  O’Connors,  house  policeman 
at  the  Lyric,  and  Miss  Margaret  Farrell 
of  this  city,  are  slated  to  wed  October 
5 at  St.  Peter’s  Church  . . . Edward  Ken- 
nedy is  a new  projectionist  at  the  Proven 
Pictures. 

Milton  Gaston  has  joined  the  Palace 
service  staff  as  porter  . . . Capitol,  Mid- 
dletown, has  started  a series  of  Saturday 
vaudeville  programs  . . . Princess,  Hart- 
ford, is  now  offering  rose  chinaware  to 
lady  patrons  . . . Thomas  T.  Hendricks  is 
a new  usher  at  E.  M.  Loew’s  . . . David 
Weinstock,  whose  corporation  is  now  op- 
erating the  Alhambra  in  Torrmgton,  was 
a New  Haven  visitor  . . . Edith  Hoffman, 
daughter  of  I.  J.  Hoffman,  zone  manager 
in  New  Haven  for  WB  Theatres,  was  mar- 
ried to  Gerald  Steinberg,  a Bridgeport  at- 
torjiey  . . . Hy  Fine,  district  manager  for 
M&P,  has  been  transferred  to  Miami,  Fla., 
where  he’s  now  working  for  S.  A.  Lynch 
Enterprises  . . . Jack  Boyd,  member  of 
the  service  staff  at  the  Jamaica  in  Boston, 
has  been  switched  here  to  the  Allyn  as 
an  usher. 

Patrick  Buchari,  doorman  at  the  Regal, 
who  resigned  to  join  the  army,  is  suc- 
ceeded by  George  Harris  . . , John  Charles 
Thomas,  Josef  Hofmann,  Busch  & Serkin, 
Dorothy  Maynor,  Jascha  Heifetz  and  Lily 
Pons  are  included  in  Bushnell’s  concert 
series  for  1940-41  . . . Martin  Boehm  is 
a new  doorman  at  the  State  . . . Ushers 
and  doorman  at  the  State  are  sporting 
winter  uniforms  ...  A preview  of  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American”  was  held  at  the 
Warner  projection  room  in  New  Haven  . . . 
Joseph  Larrisso  is  a new  full-time  usher 
at  the  State. 


Critics  to  Premiere 

Boston — Boston  film  critics  left  here 
Wednesday  en  route  for  South  Bend,  Ind., 
and  the  premiere  of  “Knute  Rockne — 
All  American.”  Invited  by  Harry  Brown- 
ing, M&P  Theatres  Corp.  advertising  head 
and  entourage  escort,  were  Marjory  Adams 
of  the  Globe,  Helen  Eager  of  the  Traveler, 
Leo  Gafney  of  the  Advertiser,  Peggy  Doyle 
of  the  American,  and  John  Hutchins  of 
the  Transcript. 
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Bridle-Breakiast  Club 
Is  an  Active  Group 


Dallas — The  Cinema  Bridle  and  Break- 
fast Club,  organized  last  year,  is  spreading 
out  into  a contending  social  group  under 
its  active  president,  C.  H.  “Buck”  Weaver, 
Paramount  sales  manager. 

After  their  regular  ride  and  breakfast 
last  Sunday  morning,  they  gathered  at 
Mrs.  Baird’s  ranch,  near  Arlington,  for  an 
all-day  picnic.  Seventeen  members,  all  in 
film  and  theatre  circles,  and  about  30 
guests  were  present,  including  Weaver, 
Miss  Verlin  Osborn,  secretary;  Mrs.  Frank 
Starz,  social  secretary;  Miss  Estelle  Nettle- 
ton,  assistant  social  secretary;  B.  C.  Gib- 
son and  Mrs.  Gibson,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Griffith, 
Bernard  Brager,  Owen  Adams  and  Mrs. 
Adams,  Jack  and  Mrs.  Dailey,  Jon  and 
Mrs.  Dickinson  and  Sebe  Miller  and  Miss 
Luena  Myers. 

Weaver  reports  that  late  this  month 
club  members  will  perform  at  an  amateur 
rodeo,  an  annual  event,  all  proceeds  to  go 
to  the  Dallas  Variety  Club.  A bonfire, 
chuck  wagon  supper,  western  songs  and 
music  will  be  featured.  The  club  will  at- 
tend in  a body  the  All-American  Rodeo 
in  Port  Worth  on  November  15. 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Griffith  will  entertain  the 
club  with  a big  Christmas  party  at  her 
home. 

Utilizes  Circus  Bally 
With  a Special  Show 

Austin,  Tex. — Manager  Bill  Heliums  of 
the  Capitol  stole  a march  on  the  highly 
advertised  RB-B&B  Circus  by  cashing  in 
on  the  big  top’s  publicity.  The  circus  was 
booked  for  Thursday  so  the  alert  Austin 
showman  billed  his  preceding  weekend 
show  as  a “Giant  Circus  Show — 10,000 
Thrills  and  Laughs!” 

The  screen  fare  was  composed  of  “One 
Million  B.  C.,”  “The  March  of  Time,”  a 
Porky  cartoon,  a Pete  Smith  novelty, 
“Information  Please,”  and  a musical  short. 
Heliums  reported  the  biggest  weekend 
grosses  in  a long  time. 


Flames  Again  Ravage  the 
Stephenville  Majestic 

Stephenville,  Tex. — Reopened  only  90 
days  ago  after  rebuilding  from  fire  losses, 
the  Majestic  here  was  again  badly  dam- 
aged by  fire  Tuesday  afternoon.  Flames 
started  between  the  balcony  and  projec- 
tion booth,  according  to  a report.  All  pa- 
trons left  the  house  in  safety.  The  build- 
ing is  owned  by  R.  E.  Cox  of  Port  Worth 
and  the  theatre  proper  by  Mrs.  Thomas 
Donnell.  Jake  Hedrick  is  manager. 


To  Restore  National 

Dallas — Martin  Lamour,  owner  of  the 
National  at  Graham,  was  in  town  re- 
covered from  burns  he  received  recently 
in  a single-handed  attempt  to  halt  a fir© 
which  gutted  the  rear  of  his  theatre.  He 
consulted  specialists  here  with  a revamp- 
ing job  in  view. 


Not  Interstate  Venture 

San  Antonio — Interstate  is  not  in  any 
way  interested  in  the  new  Texas  Drive-In 
Theatre  to  open  here  soon.  It  v/as  er- 
roneously stated  in  last  week’s  Boxoffice 
that  the  circuit  would  open  the  theatre. 


Jefferson  Co.  Leases 
Two  From  Hyman 


Dallas — Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  has 
leased  the  Sabine  in  Port  Arthur  and  the 
Jackson  in  Jacksonville  from  Sam  Hyman 
of  Lufkin. 

Both  houses,  financed  by  Hyman,  were 
put  in  and  equipped  under  the  direction 
of  Lee  M.  Threet,  also  of  Lufkin.  Threet 
operated  the  Jackson  for  a number  of 
months,  but  split  with  Hyman  at  about 
the  time  the  Sabine  was  opened.  During 
the  past  several  months  Hyman  has  oper- 
ated both  theatres  assisted  by  his  man- 
ager, A1  Johnson.  Both  were  competitive 
to  Jefferson  houses  in  each  town. 


A Veteran  Observes  His 
Silver  Anniversary 


LOU  G.  BISSINGER 


Dallas — The  end  of  September  brought 
a celebration  by  the  Lou  G.  Bissingers  of 
their  silver  anniversary,  and  a recollec- 
tion of  the  25  years  in  which  together 
they  witnessed  the  formation  of  the  film 
industry. 

In  1906  Lou  Bissinger  opened  the  Lyric 
Airdrome  in  Houston  and  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  a career  which  spans  34  years. 
This  early  entry  played  three  acts  of 
vaudeville  and  a one-reel  picture.  Per- 
sonalities identified  with  this  episode  who 
have  grown  into  trade  names  are  the 
Jimmy  Kellys,  the  Tom  Tuttles,  and  the 
Dolly  Sisters. 

Bissinger  installed  the  first  straight  pic- 
ture show  in  Houston,  across  the  street 
from  the  present  location  of  the  Rice 
Hotel.  His  films  were  supplied  by  Gean 
Pierce  from  New  Orleans,  whose  poster 
boy  and  shipping  clerk  at  that  time  was 
Ned  E.  Depinet. 

Bissinger’s  next  venture  was  in  Okla- 
homa City,  in  1909,  in  association  with 
E.  H.  Hulsey,  who  cut  an  amusement 
swath  in  Texas  and  retired.  They  oper- 
ated eight  houses  in  Oklahoma  City.  This 
connection  continued  until  1913,  at  which 
time  Hulsey  built  the  Queen  in  Dallas  and 
Bissinger  came  to  Dallas  to  manage  this 
house.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he 
relieved  E.  V.  Richards.  Richards  was 


Dallas  Barkers  Invite 
To  Goli  Tournament 


Dallas — Elaborate  announcement  cards 
have  been  widely  mailed  to  film  and  thea- 
tremen  for  the  Variety  Club’s  fifth  annual 
fall  golf  tournament  billed  October  14  at 
the  Dallas  Country  Club.  Open  house  is 
going  to  be  held  at  the  Variety  Club  on 
October  12.  The  stag  jamboree  and  Cal- 
cutta is  in  the  club  rooms  October  13. 

Registration  fee  for  all  events  is  down 
to  $5.50.  The  tournament  committee 
warns  all  non-resident  members  to  “let 
nothing  keep  you  away  on  the  above  dates. 
It  will  truly  be  the  carnival  season  for  Dal- 
las.” The  State  Pair  of  Texas  will  be  in 
full  blast  and  then  there’s  that  annual 
football  tilt  between  Texas  and  Oklahoma 
which  in  itself  brings  most  Oklahoma  film 
and  theatremen  to  Dallas. 

Underwood  and  Ezell  Buy 
Houston  Drive-In  Unit 

Dallas — W.  G.  Underwood  and  C.  C.  Ezell 
of  Republic,  who  are  expanding  their  in- 
terests in  drive-in  theatres  in  Texas,  have 
purchased  the  Texas  Drive-In  in  Houston 
from  Nick  and  Pete  Katsaris,  and  C.  A. 
Richter  and  Leon  Newman. 

Underwood  and  Ezell  are  now  complet- 
ing a drive-in  at  San  Antonio.  Two  new 
drive-ins  for  Dallas  and  ten  new  ones  for 
Texas  are  planned  by  these  interests,  con- 
struction to  begin  soon  after  January  1, 
it  is  said. 

Jorgensen,  Glass  Cases 
Are  Set  for  January 

Dallas — In  Judge  Atwell’s  federal  court 
Monday,  the  case  of  Holger  Jorgensen  of 
the  East  Grand,  Dallas,  and  that  of  R.  Z. 
Glass,  operator  of  the  Fair,  Lawn  and 
Knox,  Dallas,  both  against  Interstate  cir- 
cuit, were  passed  over  to  the  January 
term. 

Each  is  a damage  suit  against  Interstate 
resulting  out  of  the  25  cent  minimum  ad- 
mission restriction  clause  in  effect  here 
several  years  ago. 

Sam  Kane  Manager  of 
Atlanta  Paramount 

Atlanta — Sam  W.  Kane  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  L&J’s  downtown  de 
luxe  Paramount,  replacing  Billy  Pratt,  re- 
signed, and  R.  E.  Sheppard  has  been  ad- 
vanced from  chief  usher  to  assistant 
manager. 


Elect  Von  Gulker 

Okeene,  Okla. — Orville  von  Gulker, 
owner  of  the  Roberta  Theatre  here,  was 
elected  regional  vice-president  of  the 
Oklahoma  State  Junior  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce at  its  recent  convention  in  Enid. 


Roily  Moore  Assigned 

Alamo  Heights,  Tex. — Roily  Moore  was 
recently  appointed  assistant  manager  of 
the  Broadway  here. 


on  his  way  to  begin  building  the  Saenger 
circuit. 

During  most  of  the  time — a period  of 
27  years — two  years  longer  than  his  an- 
niversary, Bissinger  has  been  at  his  post 
in  Dallas. 
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PTT.T.V  DUCKETT  is  handling  distribu- 
^ tion  and  bookings  in  Texas,  Oklahoma 
and  Arkansas  on  “The  Birth  of  a Nation,” 
for  Dixie  Film  Exchange,  with  headquar- 
ters in  Atlanta.  Duckett  is  a nephew  of 
L.  L.  Dent. 

B.  G.  Berber  has  been  down  to  his  old 
home  at  Austin  for  a few  days  vacation 
and  saw  his  alma  mater,  Texas  Univer- 
sity, perforjn  at  a couple  of  football  games. 

Pat  Garwyn  of  Texas  Film  Co.  has  re- 
turned from  a business  trip  to  New  Or- 
leans, Memphis  and  other  key  centers. 
Previous  to  that  he  was  in  the  East  . . . 
James  R.  Grainger,  president  of  Republic, 
has  been  in  town  on  a visit  to  W.  G.  Un- 
derwood and  C.  C.  Ezell,  and  to  make  cir- 
cuit contacts. 

T.  L.  Richey,  owner  of  the  Texas  at  St. 
Jo,  was  in  town  to  check  up  oil  his  com- 
ing attractions  and  to  confer  with  For- 
rest White  of  Ind-Ex  Booking  Service  who 
handles  that  theatre  . . . Tommy  Birdivell 
of  Electra.  who  loorked  at  the  Roxy  there 
up  until  V.  E.  Hamm  sold  the  house,  tvas 
here  scouting  around  for  a new  connec- 
tion. He  wants  to  connect  as  a combina- 
tion house  manager,  artist  and  mainten- 
ance man. 

B.  R.  McLendon  of  the  Tri-State  Thea- 
tres, headquarters  in  Atlanta,  was  working 
out  of  his  Dallas  booking  office  early  in 
the  week  . . . Bob  Euler  and  Howard  Bas- 
kin accompanied  R.  N.  Smith  to  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley,  Wednesday.  Euler  will  be- 
come Smith’s  general  manager  with  head- 
quarters at  Mission.  Baskin  succeeds  Eu- 
ler in  Dallas  as  booker  for  the  Smith 
houses. 

Mrs.  C.  W . Matson  of  Caldwell  was  call- 
ing on  exchanges  WedJiesday  . . . C.  H.  Cox, 
Crystal  and  Strand  at  Gilmer,  tvas  here  to 
set  in  extra  strong  attractions  during  the 
East  Texas  Yatnboree  ivhich  his  town  will 
again  celebrate  later  in  this  month.  He 
makes  special  plans  to  co-ordinate  both  of 
(Continued  on  page  64 > 


W.  A.  "Andy"  Mauldin 
Pronounced  a Suicide 

Dallas — News  of  the  death  at  Lubbock 
of  W.  A.  “Andy”  Mauldin  reached  here 
Tuesday.  He  was  found  dead  in  his  apart- 
ment following  which  a suicide  verdict 
was  entered.  News  dispatches  reported  a 
pistol  was  found  near  the  body  and  also 
a note  to  his  brother,  J.  B.  Mauldin,  which 
read,  “To  J.  B.  Mauldin  from  Andy.  No 
more  trouble  for  me.” 

Mauldin  developed  an  independent  cir- 
cuit in  the  Lubbock  area,  disposing  of  those 
interests  last  year.  Then  he  re-engaged  in 
the  furniture  business  there.  Recently  he 
underwent  a major  surgical  operation  in 
Hot  Springs.  He  was  well  known  to  theatre 
owners  and  film  men  throughout  the  in- 
dustry. 


Death  Claims  the  Mother 
Of  S.  G.  Fry  at  80 

Tyler,  Tex. — The  mother  of  S.  G.  Fry, 
theatre  and  business  man  here,  died  last 
week  at  her  home  in  Paris  where  funeral 
• services  were  held.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  the  late  Judge  J.  L.  Sayres  of  Lufkin 
and  was  related  to  the  late  Gov.  Joseph  E. 
Sayres  of  Texas.  Only  a few  weeks  ago  the 
Frys  celebrated  his  mother’s  80th  anni- 
versary at  the  home  in  Paris. 


Correction 

Oklahoma  City — The  K.  Lee  Williams 
Theatres  office  here  denies  a recent  report 
in  this  publication  that  the  company  has 
closed  its  Pine  Theatre  in  Dierks,  Ark. 
The  Pine  is  operated  by  the  circuit  five 
days  weekly. 


Wedding  Bells 

San  Antonio — Bill  Johnson,  Interstate 
assistant  press  agent  here,  and  Florence 
Healy  of  New  York,  were  married  in  this 
city  September  29. 


ON  YOUR  NEXT  TRIP  TO  DALLAS 

Why  Don’t  YOU 

Visit  This  Modern  and  Complete  Theatre 
Supply  House? 

You  will  find  a warm  welcome  here  with- 
out sales  pressure. 

You  may  also  find  in  our  complete  stocks 
just  what  you  have  been  looking  for,  or 
may  need  later. 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always’’ 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS,  TEXAS 


QSCAR  MORGAN,  southern  manager  of 
Paramount,  called  on  the  city  and  Jack 
Price  and  reported  business  up  to  snuff 
. . . Incidentally,  Clinton  Bolton  of  the 
same  organization  was  in  town  singing 
the  praises  of  “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice” and  the  “Great  McGinty.” 

A personal  appearance  in  the  lobby  of 
the  Orpheum  of  Elsie,  the  Borden  cow, 
who  plays  a featured  part  in  the  film, 
“Little  Men,”  drew  hundreds  to  Vic  Mey- 
ers’ playhouse.  Elsie  came  from  Hollywood 
with  her  manager,  George  F.  McBride, 
and  among  the  folks  who  welcomed  her 
was  Mayor  Maistre  who  presented  the 
keys  of  the  city. 

The  Liberty  Theatre  has  begun  a new 
policy  of  showing  a feature  and  a serial 
. . . W.  H.  Castay’s  new  theatre,  the  Jeff, 
opened  September  30  to  a packed  house 
. . . The  new  house  for  the  United  Chain 
on  the  West  Side  will  be  formally  opened 
on  or  about  October  10. 

Eddie  Arena,  projectionist  at  the  Rio, 
celebrated  his  iOth  birthday  September  27 
with  a party  tendered  by  his  friends  . . . 
Boniiie  Kinard  of  the  Warner  assemblage 
leaves  the  coming  week  to  join  her  hus- 
band in  Detroit. 

A.  L.  Royal’s  new  house  in  McComb, 
Miss.,  opens  around  October  15  . . . Alfred 
Starr  of  the  Bijou  Amusement  Co.  was  in 
the  city  last  week  arranging  booking  for 
his  houses  in  this  area.  Starr  says  busi- 
ness has  been  more  than  satisfactory. 

Jack  Terry  of  the  Scott  Theatre,  Scott, 
La.,  who  is  also  the  operator  of  a string 
of  tent  shows,  made  a call  on  exchanges 
and  supply  houses  . . . Exhibitors  from 
up  state  were  very  scarce  in  Hew  Orleans 
the  past  week.  However,  Anthony  Sam- 
pia,  manager  of  the  Raceland,  Raceland, 
La.,  braved  the  changeable  weather  and 
called  on  the  Row,  as  did  Milton  Guidry, 
Bijou.  Erath,  La.;  Mrs.  Violet  Taylor,  Den- 
ham Springs,  La.,  and  C.  W.  Butterfield, 
Musa,  Hew  Iberia. 

The  Filmrow  Hunting  Club  held  a spe- 
cial meeting  in  Mike  Heck’s  garage  to 
pass  on  qualifications  of  applicants,  to 
adopt  bylaws,  elect  officers  and  hear  a 
lecture  by  Morris  Boos,  cashier  of  Co- 
lumbia Pictures.  Five  new  members  sign- 
ed. Bob  Kelly,  Columbia,  was  elected 
unanimously.  W.  H.  Cobb  was  appointed 
traveling  organizer  with  instructions  to 
get  members — peacefully  if  he  can — but 
get  them  by  all  means.  Jack  Duffy  of 
Republic  was  selected  as  official  bouncer 
and  Ralph  Reed  of  National  Screen  was 
authorized  to  secure  a list  of  speakers  for 
the  next  gathering  which  will  be  held  in 
the  shipping  room  of  the  Flash  Delivery 
Co.  A committee  was  instructed  to  wait 
on  Jack  Price,  Paramount,  and  Page 
Baker  of  RKO  with  a view  of  obtaining 
their  applications. 

The  local  Musicians’  union  has  voted  a 
$500  contribution  to  the  Hew  Orleans 
Symphony  Orchestra  ivhich  is  being  or- 
ganized in  this  city  for  the  1940-41  season. 

William  Zetmann  of  the  convention  bu- 
reau of  the  association  of  commerce  es- 
timates that  at  least  $90,000  will  be  spent 
by  delegates  to  100  conventions  in  1941 
for  theatres  in  this  city  to  say  nothing  of 
night  clubs.  He  says  approximately  70,000 
visitors  will  be  in  the  city  . . . Preston 
Smith,  former  Harvard  football  player, 
now  on  the  technical  staff  of  Universal, 
was  in  the  city  last  week. 
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THE  Drive-In  Theatre  has  decided  to 
continue  its  season  through  the  months 
of  October  and  November,  Bernard  Wool- 
ner,  owner,  advises  . . . W.  H.  “Bill”  Mat- 
tingly, well-known  film  salesman  in  this 
territory,  left  for  Omaha  to  join  the  sales 
staff  of  RKO. 

A most  unusual  visitor  on  the  Row  was 
H.  J.  Pittman  of  the  Paradise  at  Cotter, 
Ark.,  who  only  gets  to  Memphis  about  twice 
each  year  . . . Norma  Baer  (Mrs.  Bob  Wil- 
liams), who  was  Jimmy  Roger’s  secretary 
for  several  years,  is  the  mother  of  a six- 
pound  girl  named  Elizabeth  Ann. 

Col.  Cecil  Vogel,  skipper  of  Loew’s  State, 
is  around  again  after  a siege  with  the  flu 
. . . S.  T.  “Doc”  Lyles  of  the  Ritz  at  Ox- 
ford, Miss.,  is  very  busy  these  days  super- 
vising the  construction  of  his  new  home, 
which  he  expects  to  occupy  by  October  15. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  Charles 
Collier,  Globe,  Shaw,  Miss.;  George  Hale, 
Globe,  Drew,  Miss.;  B.  F.  Jackson,  Delta, 
Ruleville,  Miss.;  Gordon  Lee  Hutchins, 
State,  Corning,  Ark.;  Burris  and  Henley 
Smith,  Imperial,  Pocahontas,  Ark.;  J.  J. 
Sharum,  Sharum,  Walnut  Ridge,  Ark.; 
John  Mohrstadt,  Missouri,  Hayti,  Mo.;  Lyle 
Richmond,  Missouri,  Senath,  Mo.;  John 
Shannon,  Shannon,  Portageville,  Mo.;  L. 
F.  Haven  sr.  and  jr.  of  the  Imperial  Thea- 
tres, Inc.,  Forest  City,  Ark.;  Miss  Elise 
Hanks,  Ritz,  Crenshaw,  Miss.;  M.  B.  Hasty, 
Joy  Theatre,  Dardanelle,  Ark.;  Miss  Louise 
Mask,  Luez,  Bolivar,  Tenn.;  M.  B.  Fair, 
Fair,  Somerville,  Tenn.;  Jack  Watson,  Pal- 
ace, Tunica,  Miss.;  Mrs.  H.  G.  Brewer, 
Savoy,  Clarksdale,  Miss.;  Joe  Applebaum, 
Roosevelt,  Hollandale,  Miss.;  Grady  Cook, 
joy,  Pontotoc,  Miss.;  B.  F.  Liddon,  Coli- 
seum, Corinth,  Miss. 

W.  W.  “Bill”  Lake  jr..  Monogram  South- 
ern salesman,  is  the  proud  father  of  a six- 
pound  boy,  born  September  29  at  the  Bap- 
tist Hospital.  The  youngster  has  been 
christened  William  Wynne  III.  Both  Mrs. 
Lake  and  the  baby  are  getting  along 
nicely. 

Earl  Hartzog,  head  booker  at  Vitagraph, 
is  off  on  a belated  vacation  cruise  which 
includes  stops  at  points  of  interest  in  Cen- 
tral America  and  Honduras  . . . A.  Moussa, 
Vitagraph  auditor,  is  visiting  the  local  of- 
fice . . . A.  M.  Avery,  RKO  branch  man- 
ager, advises  Gwendolyn  Lipscomb  has 
been  added  to  his  secretarial  staff.  Miss 
Lipscomb  was  formerly  with  RKO  in 
Charlotte. 

E.  W.  Gibson  of  the  Tutrovansum,  Tut- 
wiler,  Miss.,  has  been  in  the  Baptist  Hos- 
pital for  the  past  ten  days  for  a general 
checkup.  Mrs.  Gibson  has  been  running 
the  theatre  during  his  illness  . . . W.  P. 
Sonneman,  who  operates  theatres  in  Fay- 
etteville, Springdale  and  Bentonville,  was 
in  on  one  of  his  periodical  booking  trips. 

A.  F.  Decker  of  the  American  Desk  Mfg. 
Co.,  is  back  in  Memphis  after  a rush  trip 
to  Temple,  Texas,  which  was  necessary 
when  one  of  his  workmen  from  Temple 
who  was  installing  chairs  in  a local  thea- 
tre, fell  and  injured  his  back. 

The  RKO  Club  is  having  a barbecue 
and  steak  fry  Saturday  night  at  Jimmy 
Scheibler’s  country  place  in  Bartlett,  Tenn. 
They  will  gather  at  6:00  p.  m.  and  go  out 
en  masse  to  the  Scheibler  home,  where 
each  one  has  been  assigned  certain  duties 
toward  the  preparation  of  the  luscious  re- 
past . . . Another  unusual  visitor  this  past 


week  was  E.  A.  Patton  of  the  Roxy,  Hunt- 
ington, Ark. 

R.  P.  "Pete”  Dawson  has  been  appointed 
salesman  for  Universal  in  the  Mississippi 
and  Tennessee  territory,  replacing  Buddy 
Mansfield,  who  was  moved  up  to  branch 
manager.  Dawson  was  formerly  with  the 
National  Theatre  Supply  in  Memphis. 

Lyle  Richmond  and  John  Mohrstadt, 
who  operate  the  Missouri  theatres  in  Se- 
nath, Hayti,  Campbell,  Parma  and  Hor- 
nersville,  are  now  publishing  a very  clever 
piece  of  advertising  known  as  the  “Mis- 
souri Theatre  Newspaper,”  which  carries 
the  complete  weekly  program  for  each  of 
their  houses  on  one  single  sheet,  plus 
various  and  sundry  Hollywood  items. 

This  past  week  saw  the  opening  of  an- 
other suburban  theatre  in  Memphis — the 
Idlewild,  Nate  Evans  and  Chalmers  Cul- 
lins  de  luxe  house  at  Madison  and  Idle- 
wild  Sts.  Nate  Evans  will  do  the  booking 
and  buying  for  the  house. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  S.  Pollock  and  Miss 
Wanda  Nichols  of  the  Strand,  Hohenwald, 
Tenn.,  were  on  the  Row  Thursday  and 
Friday,  booking.  The  trio  caught  the  Mid- 
. South  Pair  while  in  Memphis. 


gILL  WHITE,  formerly  manager  of  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  here  and  more 
recently  with  the  company  in  Los  Angeles, 
is  now  manager  for  Wil-Kin  here  . . . 
Wade  Yandle  has  moved  over  to  National 
Screen  Service  from  his  Paramount  book- 
ing desk. 

RKO  screened  "Laddie”  for  the  trade 
. . . Emil  Bernstecker,  former  manager  of 
the  Carolina,  has  moved  his  headquarters 
to  Goldsboro.  Bernstecker  is  now  district 
manager  for  North  Carolina  Theatres,  Inc. 

A fine  gesture  by  the  Kincey  chain  to- 
ward its  employes:  If  they  sign  up  for  a 
year  of  military  training,  they  will  con- 
tinue to  draw  their  present  wage. 

Charlotte’s  first  Drive-In  is  still  show- 
ing nightly  including  Sunday. 
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■yiSITORS:  Mary  Brockett,  booker,  Cres- 
^ cent  Amusement  Co.,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 
Walter  Brackin,  Dale,  Ozark,  Ala.;  Ernest 
Martin,  Grand,  Montezuma,  Ga.;  J.  R. 
Long,  Bocanita,  Scottsboro,  Ala.;  Hugh 
and  E.  D.  Martin,  Columbus,  Ga.;  I.  L. 
Shields,  city  manager  for  L&J  in  Colum- 
bus, Ga.,  and  R.  L.  Hutchinson,  Ritz,  Aus- 
tell, Ga.  . . . John  Mangham,  Monogram 
Southern  Exchange,  is  on  a business  trip 
to  New  York  . . . Riley  Davis,  Theatrical 
Printing  Co.,  and  family  were  the  guests 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  C.  Lam  of  Rome,  Ga. 

. . . Moon  Corker,  city  manager  for  L&J 
in  Athens,  Ga.,  was  in  town.  His  wife  is 
convalescing  at  a hospital  here. 

Harry  Graham,  district  manager  for 
Universal,  is  in  New  York  . . . Sam  Berry, 
Southland  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  is  on 
the  sick  list  as  is  Jack  Barrett  of  Acces- 
sory Consolidated  . . . Managerial  shifts: 
Bob  Harris,  Florida,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla., 
to  Colony,  Winter  Park,  Fla.;  Howard 
Jaudon,  Colony,  Winter  Park,  to  Ritz,  Bar- 
tow, Fla.;  Earl  Murray,  Ritz,  Bartow,  to 
State,  Eustis,  Fla.;  Mark  DuPree,  State, 
Eustis,  to  Florida,  Daytona  Beach. 

Mion  & Murray  opened  their  new  subur- 
ban, Little  Five  Points,  September  28.  All 
proceeds  went  to  the  Inman  Park  Woman’s 
Community  Home  fund.  A1  Barber,  long 
associated  with  Wilby-Kincey  and  the 
Martin  circuits,  is  manager  . . . Fred  Cole- 
man’s new  Russell,  East  Point,  Ga.,  was 
opened  October  1 with  a capacity  audience 
including  many  Filmrowers.  Aubrey  Nes- 
bit  is  manager  and  Bill  Simpson  is  his  as- 
sistant. 


New  Pix  in  Rock  Hill 
Has  Formal  Opening 

Rock  Hill,  S.  C. — Robert  E.  Bryant 
formally  opened  his  new  Pix  here  Septem- 
ber 30.  The  theatre  was  designed  by  Ben 
Schlanger  of  New  York,  chairman  of  the 
design  committee  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Theatre  Engineers  of  America. 


BUSINESS  IS  GBEAT! 

ARE  YOU  CETTING  YOUR  SHARE? 

Good  Projection  — Good  Sound  — Comfortable 
Seats  — A Bright,  Clean  Lobby  — - Snappy  Pictures 
Will  Increase  Your  Gross! 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 
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TRAVELERS:  Manager  V.  D.  Welker, 
Empire,  and  the  missus,  back  from  that 
coast  vacation  . . . Mary  Lou  Walliser, 
amusement  critic  and  dramatic  editor  of 
the  San  Antonio  Evening  News,  attended 
“The  Westerner”  premiere  at  Port  Worth 
. . . George  J.  Schaefer  and  Pandro  S. 
Berman  of  Hollywood,  trained  in  last 
week  on  a business  mission  . . . Albert 
Flores,  representing  Sackamuse,  Dallas  and 
New  York,  was  through  here  calling  upon 
exhibitors  in  the  territory  . . . Phil  Alex- 
ander to  Dallas. 

Paramount’s  unit  two  is  still  here  mak- 
ing final  exterior  aerial  shots  on  "I  Want- 
ed Wings”  with  Director  Art  Rosson  at 
the  mike  and  Elmer  Dyer  manning  the 
camera.  Local  filmmg  was  expected  to 
he  ended  this  week  . . . Wrestling  has 
been  revived  at  the  Municipal  Auditorium 
every  Monday  night. 

Benno  Kusenberger,  the  golfing  Ma- 
jestic projectionist,  is  at  it  again.  He  tied 
with  Edison  Steele  at  Seguin  in  the  regu- 
lar weekly  sweepstakes  for  third  place 
with  a 72  . . . Guy  Perkinson  who  hails 
from  Dallas,  is  the  new  Interstate  stu- 
dent manager  here  . . . Jerry  ODonnell, 
former  assistant  skipper  of  the  Broad- 
way, neighborhood  house,  is  now  serving 
in  a similar  capacity  at  the  Empire, 
downtovmer. 

“The  Westerner”  was  switched  over  to 
the  Texas  last  week  from  the  Majestic  for 
an  additional  four-day  engagement. 


Open  at  Stoneville,  N.  C. 

SxoNEviLLE,  N.  C. — The  new  Stoneville. 
leased  to  D.  B.  Martin,  has  been  opened. 
It  seats  350. 


iVSS  Makes  Promotions  in 
Three  Southern  OHices 

Dallas — Shifts  in  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice personnel  in  three  branches,  the  Ok- 
lahoma City,  New  Orleans,  and  the  local 
offices,  have  recently  been  effected. 

To  Oklahoma  City  comes  John  Fagan, 
transferred  from  the  head  shipper’s  post 
in  Dallas,  as  advertising  representative 
for  southwestern  Oklahoma.  In  New  Or- 
leans, Doyle  Maynard,  formerly  office 
manager  and  chief  accountant,  too  has 
been  upped  to  advertising  representative. 
Miss  Amanda  Gaudet,  head  bookkeeper, 
succeeds  Maynard  as  chief  accountant 
and  Ralph  Reid,  service  manager,  becomes 
office  manager. 

In  Dallas,  Robert  E.  Helms,  former  of- 
fice manager  for  RKO,  becomes  chief  ac- 
countant and  office  manager  for  NSS, 
and  A1  Lavander,  formerly  head  booker, 
is  transferred  to  New  Orleans  as  adver- 
tising representative. 

Martin  Theatres  Prepare 
Andalusia,  Ala,,  Opening 

Andalusia,  Ala. — The  new  1,200-seat 
theatre  that  the  Martin  Theatres  have 
been  building  here  is  expected  to  be  ready 
for  opening  October  20. 

This  ultra-modern  house  will  seat  800 
in  the  auditorium  and  400  in  the  balcony. 
It  will  be  known  as  the  Martin. 

Little  Appoints  Waters 
Manager  of  Charlotte 

Charlotte— Tom  A.  Little,  who  recent- 
ly bought  the  Charlotte  from  Harry  K. 
Lucas,  announces  appointment  of  Larry 
Waters  as  manager.  Waters  was  con- 
nected with  National  Screen  in  Charlotte 
four  years  and  prior  to  that  was  with  the 
Orpheum  circuit. 


The  American  Desk  Manufacturing  Co. 

(Manufacturers  of  Theatre  Seating) 

announce 

the  opening  of  their  new  office  and  display 
room  in  the  building  occupied 
jointly  with 

Film  Transit,  Inc. 

A full  line  of  theatre  chair  samples  on  display 
WffiE.  WRITE  OR  TELEPHONE 
for  personal  call  with  samples. 

A.  F.  DECKER,  Representative 

308  S.  Second  St.  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Telephone:  8-2913  or  8-1048 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

1026  SANTA  FE  BLDG.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  texas 
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(Continued  from  page  62) 
his  theatres  with  the  popular  festival  and 
sets  in  elaborate  fronts  to  harmonize  with 
the  sweet  potato  industry. 

Walter  McNatt  of  Naples,  Hughes 
Springs  and  Daingerfield,  is  on  the  Row 
twice  a week  mindful  the  last  trip  that  he 
has  been  making  a lot  of  miles.  He  used  up 
a new  battery  in  a few  days  time  and 
had  to  order  a newer  one  put  in  his  car 
here  Tuesday  . . . Bill  Erwin,  district  man- 
ager for  Texas  Consolidated  circuit,  with 
headquarters  at  Waco,  was  here  on  a visit 
to  the  Row  and  his  home  office  for  the 
first  time  in  several  months. 

Non  Binion,  the  Lufkin  city  manager  for 
East  Texas  Theatres,  Inc.,  who  just  had 
celebrated  for  him  an  Appreciation  Week 
because  of  his  30  years  in  show  business, 
called  on  friends  here  during  the  week  . . . 
Lonnie  Legg,  operator  of  the  Superba  at 
Denison,  who  has  been  taking  flying  les- 
sons during  recent  weeks,  is  now  a full 
fledged  pilot.  He  was  here  Monday. 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  president,  and 
bridge  expert,  was  booked  for  a side  trip 
to  San  Antonio  for  tournament  work  as 
put  on  by  the  Texas  Bridge  Club  . . . Mike 
Lucas,  right  hand  man  for  J.  S.  Walker  at 
the  Texan  in  Grand  Prairie,  is  out  of  the 
hospital  after  a successful  surgical  opera- 
tion, and  is  again  seen  as  usual  in  and  out 
of  exchanges  getting  together  his  paper 
and  films.  Mike  is  a great  football  fan 
and  this  time  of  year  assembles  dope  on 
most  of  the  teams. 

Phil  Isley,  now  remodeling  for  a new 
theatre  in  Brownwood,  was  in  town  in  con- 
nection with  the  advancement  of  that  ven- 
ture. He  is  the  new  owner  of  the  Texas 
in  Ft.  Worth  and  plans  more  . . . The  two 
Chatmas  brothers  were  here  a few  days 
ago  simultaneously.  Both  are  regulars  but 
seldom  are  they  here  together.  J.  C.  han- 
dles the  situation  alone  down  at  Marlin 
and  George  has  the  exclusive  at  Hearne. 

Preston  Tate,  in  the  wholesale  business 
at  Comanche,  who  operates  the  Queen  at 
Santa  Ana  and  Strand  at  Honey  Grove, 
doesn’t  spend  all  day  doing  his  Filmrow 
work.  He  arrives  early  every  Monday 
morning,  gets  through  and  goes  back 
home.  Last  Monday  he  was  a little  ahead 
of  schedule,  couldn’t  get  away  on  the  dot 
and  paced  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  sev- 
eral exchanges.  Mrs.  Tate  had  gone  down 
town  to  do  some  shopping. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  i Supplies 

Morii>  Ave.  Phone  ."i-See.I 

BIRMINGHAM.  ALA. 
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Piclure  Pioneers  Pace 
Trade's  War  Aid 


Toronto — The  Canadian  Picture  Pio- 
neers, headed  by  Clair  Hague,  patriarch 
of  Canadian  picture  people,  are  doing 
things  in  a big  way  for  the  Red  Cross 
Society  of  Canada  through  its  Motion  Pic- 
ture Industry’s  War  Services  Committee 
which  has  a membership  of  approximately 
1,000  exchange  and  theatre  men  across 
the  Dominion.  The  committee  is  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  raising  of  a fund 
for  the  Red  Cross  and  advance  reports 
show  that  the  result  will  be  five  times 
greater  than  the  total  donations  from  the 
film  trade  one  year  ago. 

Two  important  national  sub-committees 
have  been  busy  in  their  respective  fields. 
The  group  for  the  exchanges  is  composed 
of  Gordon  Lightstone,  sales  manager  Regal 
Films,  Ltd.,  who  is  chairman;  Louis  Ro- 
senfeld,  general  manager,  Columbia  Pic- 
tures of  Canada;  Prank  O’Byrne,  Asso- 
ciated Screen  News,  Ltd.;  Paul  Nathan- 
son,  vice-president,  Empire-Universal 
Films,  Ltd.;  Herb  Allen,  and  E.  H.  Wells, 
Canadian  secretary  of  the  Film  Boards 
of  Trade,  who  is  the  committee  secre- 
tary and  organizer. 

Oiler  Display  Cards 

The  sub-committee  for  the  theatres 
comprises  N.  A.  Taylor,  general  manager 
of  20th  Century  Theatres,  who  is  chair- 
man; M.  L.  Axler,  Exhibitors  Booking 
Ass’n;  Sam  Fine,  B.  & P.  Theatres,  Ltd.; 
Ben  Geldsaler,  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.;  H.  C.  D.  Main,  general  manager, 
Hanson  Theatres  Corp.;  Harry  Firestone 
of  the  Esquire  Theatre,  past  president  of 
the  Independent  Theatres  Association  of 
Ontario;  Jules  Bernstein,  veteran  manager 
of  Toronto  Loew’s;  Harry  Alexander  of 
the  Lansdowne  Theatre,  president  of  the 
I.T.A.  of  Ontario,  and  Harry  Ginsler,  own- 
er of  the  lola,  Toronto. 

Attractive  Red  Cross  display  cards,  bear- 
ing the  crest  of  the  war  services  commit- 
tee of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers,  have 
been  distributed  among  the  campaign  sup- 
porting companies  and  theatres  to  sig- 
nify their  active  cooperation  with  the 
Society.  The  offices  of  the  Pioneers  and 
the  film  boards  of  Canada  in  the  Film 
Exchange  Bldg,  have  been  turned  into 
headquarters  for  the  film  trade  section  of 
the  Red  Cross  organization,  and  much  cor- 
respondence has  been  exchanged  with  oth- 
er parts  of  the  Dominion. 


Hague  Announces  Annual 
Meeting  for  November  1 1 

Toronto — President  Clair  Hague  of  the 
Canadian  Picture  Pioneers  has  officially 
announced  that  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
society,  required  under  the  federal  gov- 
ernment charter,  will  be  held  at  Toronto 
on  Monday,  November  11,  when  a second 
general  gathering  of  the  old-timers  will 
be  organized  for  festivities  as  well  as 
business,  the  expectation  being  that  of- 
ficials of  the  American  body  will  come  up 
from  New  York  City  to  take  part  in  the 
proceedings.  The  inauguration  party  of 
the  Canadian  Pioneers  last  spring  was  a 
memorable  occasion  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  coming  program  will  prove  to  be 
another  enjoyable  reimion. 

Branches  of  the  Pioneers  have  been  es- 
tablished at  St.  John  and  Montreal  in 
eastern  Canada  and  at  Vancouver  for  the 
Far  West  and  representatives  of  the  re- 
gional organizations  are  expected  to  be 


In  Maritimes 

Toronto — Details  have  been  worked 
out  ior  direct  representation  in  the  Mari- 
time Provinces  oi  Columbia  Pictures  of 
Canada,  Ltd.,  with  headoffice  in  To- 
ronto, which  had  formerly  released  its 
programs  in  the  Atlantic  Coast  territory 
through  the  Maritime  Film  Co.  J.  Lieber- 
man  of  the  latter  company  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  the  new  Columbia 
branch  at  St.  John,  N.  B.,  it  is  announced. 

The  Maritime  Film  Co.  will  continue  as 
an  independent  exchange  under  the  man- 
agement of  M.  Bernstein. 

VS  ■■  ^ 

2Qth-Fox  Executives 
Discuss  Sales  Drive 

Toronto — For  the  purpose  of  drumming 
up  additional  enthusiasm  for  the  Sidney 
R.  Kent  Sales  Drive,  three  officials  of 
20th  Century-Fox  from  New  York  City, 
attended  a conference  in  Toronto  wiih 
executives  of  20th  Century-Fox  Corp.  of 
Canada,  Ltd.,  headed  by  James  P.  O’Logh- 
lin  as  general  manager.  The  visitors  were 
Herman  Wobber,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  distribution;  William  C.  Gehring,  di- 
vision manager  for  Canada,  and  M.  A. 
Levy,  the  1940  drive  leader. 

O’Loghlin  recalled  that  he  was  the  drive 
leader  in  the  S.  R.  Kent  campaign  for  the 
1937-38  season  and  proudly  related  that 
the  returns  from  that  round-up  estab- 
lished a company  record.  To  push  the 
current  drive,  O’Loghlin  made  a trip  by 
airplane  to  the  branches  of  the  company 
at  Winnipeg,  Calgary  and  Vancouver  and 
previously  had  visited  Montreal  and  St. 
John.  In  addition  to  local  officials  at  the 
conference  with  the  New  Yorkers  were 
Eddie  English  and  James  Pearson  of  Mon- 
treal. Incidentally,  Jim  O’Loghlin  ex- 
pressed enthusiasm  over  prospects  for  the 
coming  months  with  the  release  of  “Brig- 
ham Young,”  “Down  Argentine  Way”  and 
the  special,  “Hudson’s  Bay,”  dealing  with 
the  pioneering  of  Canada,  which  is  sched- 
uled to  open  November  22  under  appro- 
priate circumstances. 

This  was  the  second  time  within  a 
month  that  W.  C.  Gehring  had  been  a 
visitor  in  Toronto,  the  previous  occasion 
being  the  annual  picnic  of  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp. 


presented  at  the  annual  conclave  at  which 
reports  will  be  presented  of  the  projects 
which  have  been  successfully  staged,  in- 
cluding the  Win-the-War  Campaign 
which  resulted  in  the  sale  of  $716,000 
worth  of  War  Savings  Stamps  for  the 
Canadian  Government,  and  the  War  Ser- 
vices cooperation  which  includes  a gigan- 
tic fund-raising  campaign  for  the  Red 
Cross. 

The  Pioneers  are  also  active  in  the 
preparations  for  the  presentation  of  a big 
rodeo  for  the  raising  of  further  money 
for  war  charities.  Performances  will  be 
held  at  the  Coliseum  in  Toronto  on  No- 
vember 12  and  13,  the  two  days  following 
the  convention,  so  that  members  attend- 
ing the  meeting  will  be  able  to  take  part 
in  the  rodeo  feature — in  an  official  ca- 
pacity. The  headliner  of  this  rodeo  will 
be  Gene  Autry,  who  is  now  making  per- 
sonal appearances  at  a similar  show  in 
Madison  Square  Garden,  New  York  City. 
Autry  has  donated  his  services  as  a per- 
sonal contribution  to  the  cause. 


Decorate  Capitol 
For  Premiere 


Regina — The  Capitol  is  taking  on  a new 
appearance  as  workmen  go  about  their 
task  of  decorating  the  building  for  the 
forthcoming  world  premiere  of  “North 
West  Mounted  Police.” 

Plans  are  for  the  outer  walls  to  be 
covered  with  half-logs  so  as  to  give  the 
theatre  the  appearance  of  a gigantic  early 
day  fort. 

Madeleine  Carroll,  star  of  “North  West 
Mounted  Police,”  has  accepted  Manager 
Larry  Graburn’s  invitation  to  attend  the 
premiere  but  refused  to  accept  a compli- 
mentary ticket  for  herself  or  any  member 
of  her  party. 

Lieutenant  Governor  McNab  and  other 
officials  who  have  indicated  their  intention 
to  attend  the  premiere  have  announced 
they,  too,  will  decline  complimentary  tick- 
ets offered  members  of  their  parties. 


Premiere  Proceeds  to 
RCMP  for  Ambulances 

Montreal — Officials  at  Royal  Canadian 
Mounted  Police  headquarters  at  Regina 
announced  that  proceeds  from  the  world 
premiere  in  Regina  of  the  film,  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  will  be  handed  over 
to  the  force.  The  money  will  be  used  to 
buy  an  ambulance  and  possibly  other 
equipment  for  overseas  war  effort. 


"North  West  Mounted" 

Week  for  Premiere 

Regina — Premiere  committee  of  the  Re- 
gina board  of  trade  has  designated  the 
week  of  the  world  premiere  of  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  in  Regina,  October 
19  to  25,  as  “North  West  Mounted  Police 
Premiere  Week.”  Actual  premiere  will 
take  place  October  21,  with  film  stars  ex- 
pected to  arrive  on  the  19th. 

Tentative  celebration  plans  are  for  a 
professional  hockey  game  between  the  New 
York  Rangers  and  the  New  York  Ameri- 
cans, a football  game,  a gathering  of  the 
Saskatchewan  Historical  Society,  a visit 
to  Regina  of  old-timers  with  a Riel  Re- 
bellion background,  an  Indian  encamp- 
ment near  the  heart  of  the  city  and  a 
frontier  atmosphere  throughout  the  city. 


Report  London  May  Scoop 
On  Premiere  Is  Denied 

Regina — Flat  denial  of  an  item  carried 
in  American  trade  papers  recently  to  the 
effect  that  a print  of  “North  West  Moun- 
ted Police”  had  been  sent  by  air  to  Lon- 
don for  showing  there  before  the  world 
premiere  in  Regina,  October  21,  was  made 
in  a wire  received  here  from  John  W. 
Hicks  jr.,  vice-president  in  charge  of  for- 
eign operations  of  Paramount,  New  York. 


40-Page  Picture  Supplement 
To  Celebrate  Premiere 

Regina — To  celebrate  the  world  premiere 
of  “North  West  Mounted  Police,”  the  Re- 
gina Leader-Post  will  publish  a 40-page 
tabloid  picture  supplement  to  its  issue  of 
October  19.  The  supplement,  which  will  be 
distributed  in  Canada  and  northern  bor- 
der states  in  the  United  States,  will  mark 
the  first  time  that  Royal  Canadian  Mount- 
ed Police,  successors  of  the  North  West 
Mounted  Police  of  the  period  of  the  film, 
have  permitted  themselves  to  be  publicized 
in  this  way. 
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TO ROM TO 

IMPORTANT  change  has  been  made 
in  the  organization  of  Empire-Univer- 
sal Films,  Ltd.,  with  the  transfer  of  Frank 
Fisher,  former  Ontario  branch  manager, 
to  the  headoffice  staff  at  Toronto.  Harry 
Painter,  assistant  to  W.  A.  Perry,  general 
manager,  has  been  named  to  the  position 
of  branch  manager  here.  Fisher  is  well 
known  throughout  Canada,  having  been 
the  branch  manager  at  Calgary  and  Mon- 
treal over  a period  of  years  before  com- 
ing to  Toronto.  Painter  was  formerly  with 
Warner  in  Toronto  and  Montreal  before 
joining  Empire  head  office. 

More  than  the  usual  number  of  out-of- 
town  exhibitors  have  beeii  visitors  to 
Filmrow.  Ever  since  the  war  started  there 
has  been  a falling  off  among  these  callers 
but  in  the  recent  influx  those  noted  were 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Hambleton  of  the 
Capitol,  Simcoe;  Howard  Hager,  proprie- 
tor of  the  Capitol  at  Hagersville;  Miss  A. 
E.  Elliott,  representing  the  Guest  Theatre 
interests  at  Hamilton;  S.  Fingold,  owner 
of  the  Roxy  Theatres  at  Mount  Forest, 
Chesley  and  Harriston,  and  A.  E.  Ralston, 
proprietor  of  the  Princess  at  Little  Cur- 
reiit,  up  in  northwestern  Ontario. 

Manager  Tom  Daley  of  the  Toronto  Im- 
perial made  a special  lobby  display  of 
Mary  Pickford’s  diamond-studded  gold 
mesh  purse  which  the  Toronto  screen 
actress  had  donated  for  a raffle  in  aid  of 
the  Canadian  troops.  Tickets  on  the  hand- 
bag, which  is  valued  at  $2,000,  were  being 
sold  in  the  lobby  by  the  Young  Men’s 
Advertising  and  Sales  Club.  Mary  Pick- 
ford  is  expected  to  be  in  Toronto  in  a few 
weeks  for  the  draw. 

L.  M.  Devaney,  general  manager  of  RKO 
Distributing  Corp.  of  Canada,  has  moved 
into  the  city  from  his  summer  residence 
on  the  Lake  Shore  Highway.  The  place 
is  practically  a farm  because  he  has  a va- 
riety of  fruit  trees  in  an  orchard,  as  well 
as  a real  garden  . . . B.  W . Silver,  presi- 
dent of  Colonial  Pictures,  Ltd.,  and  James 
Davidson,  salesman,  spent  several  days  in 
Ottawa  and  Mojitreal  in  preparation  for 
the  release  in  Canada  of  “Mein  Kampf — 
My  Crimes,’’  for  which  Silver  has  secured 
the  rights  for  all  Canada  with  English  and 
French  versions  available. 

Raymond  Massey,  Toronto-born  actor, 
was  home  for  a brief  visit  while  Elisabeth 
Bergner,  who  played  various  scenes  in 
“49th  Parallel”  during  the  making  of  the 
picture  in  Canada,  has  gone  to  Hollywood 
for  the  first  time  in  some  months,  having 
lived  in  Europe  in  the  recent  past.  Eric 
Pressberger,  Hungarian  writer  who  pre- 
pared the  script  for  “49th  Parallel,”  was 
in  Toronto  last  weekend  and  later  went  to 
see  Niagara  Falls. 

The  departure  of  Gwen  Hague,  talented 
daughter  of  Clair  Hague,  for  New  York 
City  to  study  opera  under  a scholarship 
which  she  won  in  the  Caiiadian  cham- 
pionship jnusical  competitions  at  the  Ca- 
nadian National  Exhibition,  has  been  de- 
layed pending  the  securing  of  a permit 
from  the  Caiiadian  government  for  the 
taking  of  the  substantial  cash  prize  out 
of  the  Dominion  under  wartime  regula- 
tions. 

Lloyd  Mills,  manager  of  the  Elgin,  Ot- 
tawa, had  the  honor  of  being  host  to  Roy- 
alty when  H.  R.  H.  Princess  Juliana,  heir- 
ess to  the  Throne  of  Holland,  accom- 
pyanied  by  an  official  party,  attended  a 
performance  of  “Foreign  Correspondent.” 
This  picture  has  now  concluded  its  Cana- 
dian premiere  with  a run  of  four  weeks. 

Walter  Kennedy  is  all  aglow  with  the 
thought  that  the  British  comedy,  “It’s  in 


the  Air,’’  will  prove  to  be  another  “Bet- 
ter ’Ole”  which  was  the  film  laugh  hit 
of  the  last  war.  Manager  Fred  Trebilcock 
of  the  Toronto  Uptown  says  it  looks  like 
a long  run  for  the  Formby  feature,  judg- 
ing by  attendance  during  the  first  week 
. . . H.  C.  D.  Main,  general  manager  of 
Ha?ison  Theatres  Corp.,  returned  to  To- 
ronto after  a vagabond  vacation  tour 
around  Ontario. 

Manager  Ray  Tubman  of  the  Ottawa 
Capitol  had  a tieup  with  a local  merchant 
for  a fashion  revue  on  the  stage  during 
the  run  of  “Lucky  Partners”  . . . Louis 
de  Rochemont  of  New  York,  producer  of 
March  of  Time,  was  one  of  the  party  of 
U.  S.  newspaper  publishers  and  special 
writers  who  made  a tour  of  Canadian  war 
camps  as  guests  of  the  Dominion  gov- 
ernment. He  came  to  see  and  not  to  talk, 
and  had  nothing  to  say  about  any  picture 
plans. 

Harry  Price,  general  manager  of  Su- 
perior Films,  Ltd.,  has  returned  from  a 
business  trip  to  New  York  City  . . . John 
Holden,  well  known  in  theatre  circles  of 
Winnipeg  and  Toronto,  has  joined  the 
Toronto  studios  of  the  Canadian  Broad- 
casting Corp. 


Free  Walt  Disney  Short 
Available  in  Canada 

New  York — Canadian  exhibitors  who 
wish  to  cooperate  with  Community  Chests 
and  Councils  during  its  campaign  for  fimds 
between  October  13  and  November  2 by 
showing  “The  Volunteer  Worker,”  three- 
minute  Technicolor  short  produced  by 
Walt  Disney,  should  contact  the  Canadian 
Welfare  Council  in  Ottawa.  The  subject 
is  available  gratis. 


Nathanson  Provides  Sport  Center 

Toronto — N.  L.  Nathanson,  executive  of 
Famous  Players  Corp.,  has  donated  $7,500 
to  provide  a sports  center  for  the  flying 
force  personnel  stationed  at  the  Trenton 
base.  _ 


Metro's  Too  October  Release 

Hollywood — “Escape,”  based  on  the 
best-selling  novel  by  Ethel  Vance,  and  co- 
starring  Norma  Shearer  and  Robert  Tay- 
lor, heads  the  roster  of  films  scheduled 
for  October  release  by  Metro. 


Will  MM  II  PEG 

JJAROLD  BISHOP  covered  a lot  of 
ground  with  his  exploitation  of  “For- 
eign Correspondent”  playing  his  house 
this  week.  Bishop  ballyhooed  the  film 
via  billboards,  tieups  with  the  Imperial 
News  Agency  which  netted  him  banners 
on  the  company’s  trucks  and  advertising 
in  the  Uptown’s  pi’ogram  when  the  film 
was  previewed  at  that  house’s  sneak  pre- 
view. Further  publicity  was  garnered 
through  the  breaking  of  reviews  for  open- 
ing date  as  well  as  feature  stories  in  the 
press.  Bishop  also  staged  a special  screen- 
ing for  the  press. 

A.  W.  Parry  of  Empire  Universal  is  a 
visitor  to  the  city  . . . Neil  B.  Leroy,  for- 
merly sales  manager  at  station  CJRC, 
left  last  week  for  Toronto.  Leroy  is  a part- 
owner  in  the  stage  feature,  “Public  Opin- 
ion,” which  has  been  running  at  the 
Metropolitan  until  recently,  and  which  has 
been  successful  in  western  cities. 

The  Rio  is  offering  the  fight  pictures  of 
the  very  recent  Baer-Comiskey  dust-off 
which  should  get  quite  a play  from  mem- 
bers of  the  fraternity  anxious  to  see  just 
how  Maxie  made  his  hole  in  one. 


gROADENING  public  purchasing  power  is 

given  as  the  explanation  of  continued 
improvement  in  the  revenue  from  paid  at- 
tendance at  United  Amusement  Corp.  the- 
atres, which  maintains  the  moderate  in- 
crease recorded  at  the  end  of  the  first 
quarter.  It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that 
slightly  higher  maintenance  costs  pre- 
vail this  year. 

“Bill”  Wright,  manager  of  the  Rialto, 
and  former  manager  of  the  Monkland, 
continues  to  reside  in  Notre  Dame  de 
Grace,  but  is  contemplating  removal  short- 
ly to  the  neighborhood  of  his  new  charge. 
Improvements  are  being  effected  at  the 
Rialto,  including  new  seating  and  a new 
marquee. 

Raymond  Massey,  outstanding  Canadian 
actor,  star  of  the  stage  and  screen  versions 
of  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,”  has  been  in 
Montreal  taking  part  in  the  filming  of 
“The  49th  Parallel.”  Satirizing  the  Amer- 
ican tendency  to  make  Canadian  films 
about  “Mounties,  who  are  always  bari- 
tones,” he  expressed  the  hope  that  Can- 
ada will  be  able  to  build  up  “a  signifi- 
cant film  industry,”  and  that  episodes 
from  the  Dominion’s  colorful  history  can 
be  used  for  film  material. 

Grade  Fields  stirred  S.  Morgan-Powell, 
editor  of  Montreal  Star,  to  unwonted 
paeons.  Writing  of  her  three-night  per- 
sonal triumph  at  the  Forum,  he  remarked: 
She  came;  she  was  seen  and  heard;  and 
she  conquered.  She  scored  a personal 
triumph  the  like  which  no  other  artist 
of  her  type  has  ever  achieved  in  Mon- 
treal during  my  35  years  residence  here.” 
Grade  sang  to  approximately  30,000  Mon- 
trealers. 

Local  theatre  managers  are  looking  for- 
ward expectantly  to  release  of  Para- 
mount’s “North  West  Mounted  Police,” 
following  announcement  that  all  five  the- 
atres in  Regina  are  being  used  and  al- 
ready are  sold  out  for  the  Canadian  pre- 
miere October  21.  Arrangements  for  the 
premiere  were  made  by  Robert  Gillham, 
who  flew  from  New  York  to  Ottawa  and 
Toronto. 

Director  of  Police  Fernand  Dufresne  has 
felt  himself  obliged  by  the  number  of 
prosecutions  for  breach  of  the  law  banning 
juvenile  admissions  to  films,  to  advise 
parents  arid  theatre  managers,  that,  con- 
trary to  a delusion  widely  held,  the  law 
has  been  in  no  way  modified,  although 
occasionally  special  permission  has  been 
given  theatres  to  admit  children  to  view 
a film  thought  specially  suitable  for  them. 

George  B.  Wally,  Hollywood  portraitist, 
art  teacher  to  Deanna  Durbin,  is  in  Mon- 
treal and  hopes  to  join  the  Royal  Cana- 
dian Air  Force  here.  He  has  passed  his 
medical  examination.  During  the  last  five 
years  Wally  has  been  assistant  art  direc- 
tor at  Universal  Studios.  He  had  some 
preliminary  flying  instruction  in  Califor- 
nia . . . British  and  American  pictures 
were  combined  in  a double  feature  attrac- 
tion which  Larry  Stephens,  manager  of 
the  Snowdon,  hails  as  one  of  the  out- 
standing successes  his  theatre  has  scored 
this  season. 

Managers  of  two  St.  Lawrence  boule- 
vard independent  theatres  were  fined  $10 
and  $25  respectively , plus  costs,  for  admit- 
ting children  below  the  age  limit  of  16 
years  . . . All  Canadian  and  some  United 
States  networks  carried  a program  broad- 
cast from  Hollywood  and  participated  in 
by  leading  film  stars  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Canadian  Red  Cross. 
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Briiain  Keeps  Grip 
On  Picture  Market 

Montreal — British  confidence  in  the 
face  of  war  finds  a further  reflection  in 
the  activity  of  the  British  film  makers. 
According  to  Emeric  Pressburger,  screen 
playwright  who  has  arrived  here  from 
England,  production  in  the  English  stu- 
dios has  only  been  partially  reduced  by 
the  German  attacks. 

“Most  of  the  work  is  done  in  the  day- 
time,” Pressburger  explains,  “and  as  the 
daylight  raids  never  last  very  long,  it  is 
possible  to  continue.”  The  big  studios  at 
Denham  are  outside  of  London  and  don’t 
get  so  many  warnings,  he  reports,  so  work 
is  carried  on,  interrupted  only  from  time 
to  time  when  it  becomes  necessary  to 
duck  into  shelters. 

The  Denham  studio  is  open,  and  while 
the  other  large  center  of  production  at 
Pinewood  is  not  in  operation,  having  join- 
ed its  forces  with  those  of  Denham,  there 
are  several  smaller  companies  carrying  on. 

Britain  has  no  intention  of  losing  the 
market  for  her  films  that  she  has  built 
up  in  the  past  few  years.  Producers  over 
there  recall  only  too  vividly  the  collapse 
of  the  British  industry  with  the  last  war, 
when  Hollywood  attained  supremacy  un- 
challenged. 

The  Italian  films  rose  after  the  last  war, 
dominating  the  European  market  for  a 
while.  Then  the  Germans  wrested  it  away 
from  them.  The  French  succeeded  the 
Germans  when  the  rise  of  Nazism  led  to 
the  downfall  of  the  great  UFA  company. 
The  French  industry  has  now  collapsed. 
But  Britain  has  no  intention  of  having 
to  start  back  where  she  did  in  1919  in  this 
matter  of  film  making. 

Consults  With  Massey 

Pressburger  is  the  author  of  “The  49th 
Parallel,”  the  picture  which  Michael  Powell 
is  now  completing  in  Canada.  Powell  is 
here  to  start  work  on  the  final  sequence 
of  this  British-made  film,  and  Pressbur- 
ger has  come  over  to  consult  with  him  on 
this  sequence  and  to  spend  the  return 
voyage  with  the  English  director  on  the 
final  complete  version. 

This  final  sequence  of  “The  49th  Paral- 
lel” is  to  be  filmed  here  and  in  Niagara 
Falls  and  it  is  this  episode  in  its  story  of 
the  attempts  of  six  Nazis  to  escape  from 
Hudson’s  Bay  down  through  Canada 
across  the  American  border  in  which  Ray- 
mond Massey,  Toronto-born  screen  star, 
will  appear. 

Press'ourger  had  been  talking  by  phone 
to  Massey  who  is  finishing  a picture  in 
Hollywood,  consulting  him  about  his  ar- 
rival here  shortly.  With  Powell’s  arrival, 
plans  for  the  screening  of  this  sequence 
will  go  ahead,  after  which  the  company 
leaves  for  England.  The  sequence  involv- 
ing Leslie  Howard  will  be  made  on  their 
return. 

Pressburger  has  worked  with  Powell  on 
a number  of  films.  He  wrote  the  story  of 
“U-Boat  29”  which  Powell  directed  and 
which  starred  Conrad  Veidt. 


Trek  Into  Arctic  Land 
Ahead  for  Company 

Montreal — The  first  man  to  have  taken 
a full  company  of  actors  and  technicians 
into  Arctic  waters — and  lands — for  the 
filming  of  a feature  motion  picture,  Mich- 
ael Powell  is  in  Montreal  to  complete  the 
interior  scenes  necessary  in  Canada  for 
“The  49th  Parallel.” 


Norrish  Named  ASN  Head: 
Edward  Beatty  to  Board 


Montreal — Sir  Edward  Beatty,  G.B.E., 
K.C.,  LL.D.,  chairman  and  president,  Ca- 
nadian Pacific  Railway,  has  joined  the 
board  of  Associated  Screen  News,  as  chair- 
man, and  B.  E.  Norrish,  formerly  manag- 
ing director,  becomes  president  and  man- 
aging director  of  the  A.S.N.,  it  was  an- 
nounced following  a meeting  of  the  board 
of  the  company  here. 

Norrish,  who  becomes  president  and 
managing  director  of  the  Associated 
Screen  News,  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
outstanding  authorities  on  photography 
and  photographic  developments  in  Canada 
and  has  largely  contributed  to  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  development  of 
the  Associated  Screen  News.  A master  of 
Science  of  Queen’s  University  and  pre- 
vious to  his  joining  the  Screen  News  in 
1920,  an  engineer  of  standing,  Norrish  was 
in  1910  appointed  engineer  on  administra- 
tion in  the  Dominion  water  power  branch, 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Ottawa.  In 
1913  he  became  chief  draughtsman  in 
charge  of  publication  of  reports,  the  pho- 
tography branch  of  the  draughting  room, 
and  remained  in  that  position  until  1917 
when  he  was  appointed  superintendent 
in  charge  of  the  organization  and  direc- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  exhibits  and  pub- 
licity bureau,  department  of  trade  and 
commerce,  Ottawa. 

loined  ASN  in  1920 

Norrish  first  joined  the  Associated 
Screen  News  as  manager  in  1920  when 
he  organized  and  established  a Canadian 
branch  of  the  then  United  States  com- 
pany. In  1926  he  organized  the  Canadian 
company  as  it  now  stands  and  became 
managing  director  of  the  institution. 
Among  Norrish’s  outstanding  successes  has 
been  the  development  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  in  Canada,  the  manufacture 
and  distribution  of  Canadian  films,  both 
in  the  educational  and  entertainment 
fields,  and  the  great  growth  of  the  still 
picture  service,  all  on  a truly  national 
basis. 

The  Associated  Screen  News,  since  the 
outbreak  of  war,  has  been  busy,  with  the 
National  Film  Board,  in  producing  stories 
of  Canada’s  war  effort  and  in  other  work 
essential  to  the  full  prosecution  of  that 
effort. 


Unemployment  Insurance 
Requirements  Awaited 

Toronto — Theatre  and  exchange  com- 
panies of  the  Dominion  are  awaiting  de- 
tails of  the  scope  of  the  newly  estab- 
lished Unemployment  Insurance  Commis- 
sion of  the  Canadian  government  under 
which  there  is  the  prospect  of  still  further 
bookkeeping  requirements  in  possible  con- 
tributions on  a percentage  basis  from  both 
employers  and  workers  as  well  as  by  the 
government  for  the  financing  of  the  fund. 
In  recent  weeks  the  firms  have  had  to 
inaugurate  a system  of  collecting  amounts 
from  the  weekly  pay  of  employes  for  the 
new  federal  income  tax,  with  amounts 
to  be  turned  over  to  the  commissioner  of 
taxation  each  month  and  a similar  plan 
is  expected  for  the  insurance  scheme. 

The  commission  has  been  organized  with 
Dr.  Joseph  Sirois,  a French-Canadian  law- 
yer, as  the  chairman.  Some  months  ago, 
Sirois  presented  recommendations  to  the 
Dominion  government  for  a consolidation 
of  federal  and  provincial  taxation  and 
other  financial  reforms  affecting  the  film 
business.  These  proposals  have  been 
shelved  because  of  the  war,  however. 


Moore's  Exploitation 
Campaign  Held  Best 


Toronto — E.  L.  Moore,  manager  of  the 
Grand,  Sudbury,  Ont.,  was  the  winner  in 
the  latest  competition  for  the  best  ex- 
ploitation campaign  conducted  under  the 
direction  of  Hanson  Theatres  Corp.  with 
the  supervision  of  H.  C.  D.  Main,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  circuit.  Moore  se- 
cured the  honors  in  his  work  on  “If  I 
Had  My  Way,”  which  included  a wide 
assortment  of  window  tieups,  the  plugging 
of  the  music  by  dance  orchestras,  in  music 
shops  and  over  the  air.  He  also  made  wide 
use  of  cards  and  one-sheets,  cutouts  and 
bannered  trucks. 

Honorable  mention  went  to  Manager  W. 
C.  Tyers  of  the  Granada  at  St.  Thomas 
on  the  same  picture;  Emmett  Stark,  ma.n- 
ager  of  the  Palace  at  Timmins,  for  ex- 
ploitation on  “Northwest  Passage,”  and 
Manager  Tom  Mascaro  of  the  Capitol, 
Belleville,  for  his  “Dark  Command”  cam- 
paign. Wannie  Tyers  of  St.  Thomas  also 
scored  heavily  with  his  stunts  for  “The 
Biscuit  Eater.” 

Tyers’  campaign  on  “If  I Had  My  Way” 
was  featured  by  window  tieups  secured 
through  the  cooperation  of  the  Kraft 
Cheese  Co.,  displays  of  sheet  music  and 
recordings  in  local  music,  radio  and  home 
appliance  stores  and  a soda  fountain  tie- 
up  with  Kresge’s,  as  well  as  the  generous 
use  of  advertising  accessories  by  the  the- 
atre. 

Manager  Stark  in  the  northern  mining 
town  of  Timmins  rebuilt  the  front  of  the 
Palace  with  beaver  board  to  give  a log 
cabin  effect,  with  posters  framed  with 
branches  of  real  fir  trees  to  carry  out  the 
outdoor  adventure  theme  of  “Northwest 
Passage,” 

The  feature  of  Mascaro ’s  exploitation  on 
“Dark  Command”  was  the  use  of  a man  in 
cowboy  costume  on  the  streets  of  Belleville 
for  the  distribution  of  teaser  cards  for 
three  days  in  advance  of  opening,  while  a 
special  false  front  was  erected  on  the  the- 
atre and  he  had  tieups  with  six  merchants. 

“The  Biscuit  Eater”  gave  Tyers  of  St. 
Thomas  the  opportunity  to  organize  a dog 
parade  with  each  canine  wearing  an  an- 
nouncement card  and  this  turnout  created 
plenty  of  noise.  He  mailed  notices  to  each 
of  the  registered  dog  owners  in  the  com- 
munity; had  a biscuit  eating  contest  on 
the  stage  of  the  theatre  prior  to  the  en- 
gagement, and  secured  window  displays 
and  cooperative  advertisements  with  feed 
stores.  Tyers  made  a special  display  of 
the  pages  from  Life  Magazine  giving  an 
extensive  boost  for  the  picture. 


Stern  Renames  House 

Toronto — The  LaReta  Theatre,  a long 
established  neighborhood  house  at  Pape 
and  Gerrard  Sts.,  has  been  renamed  the 
Pape  under  a change  of  operating  policy 
by  the  owner,  A.  Stern,  who  has  joined 
the  Exhibitors’  Booking  Ass’n  for  the  se- 
curing of  pictures.  The  Pape  had  been 
under  lease  to  other  theatre  interests  for 
some  years. 


Study  Canopy  Fee  Protest 

Toronto — A sub-committee  is  investi- 
gating the  request  of  theatre  owners  to 
have  the  proposed  tax  on  canopies  read- 
justed. N.  A.  Taylor,  vice-president  of 
the  Independent  Theatres  Ass’n,  headed 
a delegation  making  the  request. 
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Film  Exchange  Quarters 
Extensively  Remodeled 

Toronto — An  extensive  reorganization  of 
facilities  has  taken  place  at  the  Film  Ex- 
change Bldg.,  277  Victoria  St.,  involving 
the  head  offices  of  several  exchanges  and 
independent  distributors.  The  premises 
have  been  extensively  remodeled  on  the 
second  and  third  floors  to  provide  the 
new  layout. 

In  the  moving  day,  October  1,  the  of- 
fices of  Colonial  Pictures,  Ltd.,  of  which 
B.  W.  Silver  is  president,  and  Superior 
Films,  Ltd.,  were  transferred  from  the 
third  to  the  second  floors. 

The  head  office  of  Sovereign  Film  Dis- 
tributors, Ltd.,  James  I.  Foy,  general 
manager,  was  moved  from  the  third  floor 
back  to  a newly  arranged  suite  at  the 
front  of  the  building  where  better  ac- 
commodation and  lighting  have  been  se- 
cured. 

Peerless  Films,  independent  exchange, 
has  also  moved  to  the  third  floor  after 
being  established  on  the  second  floor  for 
many  years. 

Only  recently  the  head  office  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Distributors  of  Canada,  Col. 
John  A.  Cooper  president,  and  of  the  Film 
Boards  of  Canada,  E.  H.  Wells,  general 
manager,  occupied  premises  on  the  sixth 
floor,  having  moved  from  the  Metropoli- 
tan Bldg,  in  the  downtown  financial  dis- 
trict. 

During  the  moving  operations,  the  of- 
fice staffs  were  working  in  all  sorts  of 
positions  and  places  and  the  confusion 
almost  reached  comedy  proportions. 

Contest  Act  Prohibiting 
Handbill  Distribution 

Toronto — Legal  points  have  been  raised 
in  an  appeal  before  the  Ontario  courts 
from  convictions  under  a bylaw  of  the 
town  of  New  Toronto  prohibiting  the  dis- 
tribution of  handbills  and  other  printed 
circulars  and  the  decision  in  this  case 
will  have  far-reaching  effect  in  Ontario 
with  respect  to  intended  moves  on  the  part 
of  municipalities  to  ban  the  use  of  heralds 
in  street  distribution. 

F.  A.  Brewin,  lawyer  for  the  appellants, 
contended  that  the  new  bylaw  was  too 
drastic  and  too  broad  in  its  scope.  He  de- 
clared that  the  bylaw  had  been  passed  by 
the  town  council  without  the  authority  of 
the  Ontario  legislature  and  that  such  a 
measure  could  not  be  passed  under  the 
mimicipal  act.  “The  province  of  Ontario 
itself  cannot  totally  prohibit  the  distribu- 
tion of  printed  matter,”  he  argued. 

If  the  bylaw  is  sustained  by  the  court, 
the  use  of  handbills  may  be  prohibited 
throughout  Ontario. 


IR  IE  Cl  II  M A 

^ E.  BROWN,  manager  of  the  Roxy, 
Yorkton,  announces  the  installation  of 
six  earphone  sets  at  the  theatre  for  the 
benefit  of  the  hard  of  hearing. 

Plans  are  being  made  to  bring  the  Rang- 
ers and  the  Americans  of  the  National 
Hockey  League  to  Regina  to  provide  en- 
tertainment during  the  week’s  celebration 
following  the  premiere  of  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  on  October  21  . . . Boost- 
ing the  world  premiere,  CJRM,  Regina, 
has  added  “Home  of  the  Mounties”  to  its 
station  announcements.  When  the  big 
event  gets  closer,  mention  of  the  picture 
will  be  made. 

Lenore  Williams,  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Capitol,  off  work  for  a few  days  with 
a cold. 


J^ECENT  Regina  visitor  was  H.  S.  Hum- 
phrey, who  has  theatres  at  Grenfell, 
Whitewood  and  Broadview.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  David  F.  Weyland,  his 
Broaaview  projectionist,  who  was  prepar- 
ing to  enter  tne  tneaire  managing  busi- 
ness for  himseif.  Weyiand's  tneatres  at 
Kipiing,  Kennedy  ana  Esterhazy  opened 
October  1. 

Over  120  theatres  in  Manitoba  and  Sas- 
katcnewan  are  snowing  trailers  aeaiing 
wiin  tne  war  woric  of  the  Canadian  Red 
Cross.  The  trailers  have  been  arranged 
through  the  cooperation  of  tne  Canaaian 
Motion  Pictures  War  ^services  committee. 
Rums  have  oeen  distriouted  from  Winni- 
peg through  tne  Empire  Universal  Films, 
Ltd. 

J.  Maxwell  Joice  and  George  Fraser  of 
Paramount  are  in  Kegina  to  give  the  forth- 
coming premiere  of  "iNorth  West  Mounted 
Ponce”  a buiid-up.  Joice  is  handling  ex- 
ploitation ana  outdoor  publicity  ana  f'  raser 
IS  writmg. 

Regina  city  council  has  granted  per- 
mission to  Managers  Graourn  and  Banry- 
nowsKi,  of  tne  cap  and  Met  tneatres,  to 
erect  huge  log  fronts  on  their  tneatres 
for  the  world  premiere  of  “North  West 
Mounted  Ponce,”  to  be  held  in  Regind 
uctober  21. 

Met  Theatre,  Regina,  is  boasting  a new 
paint  job  on  the  fioor  of  the  boay  of  the 
house.  Staff  Oressmg  rooms  have  been 
moved  into  the  new  lounge  ...  I.  Rem- 
horn,  manager  of  the  Koxy,  Regina,  was 
a recent  visitor  in  Winnipeg. 

H.  A.  Bercovich,  Rex  mdiiager,  Regind, 
to  Winnipeg  to  do  some  booking  . . . Abe 
Levy,  mdnager  Regal  Films,  Winnipeg,  in 
Regina  recently  on  business. 

Charlie  Bahrynowski,  of  the  Met,  cash- 
ed in  on  the  lact  that  Patric  Knowles 
was  stationed  in  Regina  with  the  RCAF 
when  he  advertised  “Married  and  in  Love,” 
in  which  Knowles  played  a featured  role. 

Jack  Zaitzow,  Melville,  owner  of  the 
Roxy,  Watrous,  was  a recent  business  visi- 
tor. 

Cooperating  with  the  Dominion  War 
Loan  drive,  the  Canadian  Motion  Picture 
War  Services  Committee  requested  thea- 
tres across  the  country  to  arrange  spe- 
cial features  in  support  of  the  present 
campaign.  The  Orpheum  at  Estevan  had 
three  speakers — T.  A.  Torgesen,  W.  H. 
Schlosser  and  Rev.  E.  H.  Lewis — on  recent 
evenings,  urging  patrons  to  “buy  bonds 
to  beat  barbarism.”  Acting  Manager  W.  H. 
S.  Glew  introduced  the  speakers. 

Jack  Parsons,  formerly  assistant  mana- 
ger of  the  Capitol,  Regina,  now  with  the 
RCAF,  was  married  to  Miss  Elsie  McDon- 
ald, Regina,  in  Moose  Jaw,  September  23. 
Prior  to  leaving  for  the  air  force,  he  was 
guest  of  honor  at  a party  held  in  the 
Capitol.  He  was  presented  with  a billfold 
by  the  staff  of  the  theatre.  Others  present 
besides  the  staff  included  Otis  Bowes, 
manager  of  the  Grand;  Charlie  Bahrynow- 
ski, manager  of  the  Met;  Larry  Graburn, 
manager  of  the  Capitol. 


"At  Night"  to  Steindorff 

Hollywood — Ulric  Steindorff  is  script- 
ing “At  Night  They  Part”  for  Warner 
Bros. 


Lottery  Charges  Follow 
Raid  on  "Foto-Nite" 


Winnipeg — Following  a police  raid  on 
the  Osborne  where  an  amateur  stage  show 
was  being  held  as  part  of  the  new  amuse- 
ment idea  introduced  here,  known  as  Foto- 
Nite,  Fay  Pete  Barnes,  of  Texas,  Asso- 
ciated Theatres,  Ltd.,  and  Mesho  Triller, 
head  of  the  theatre  group,  were  charged 
jointly  with  conducting  a lottery.  The 
case  has  been  remanded. 

The  idea  behind  Foto-Nite  is  as  follows: 
Residents  of  the  city  are  requested  to 
register  with  any  one  of  four  houses,  the 
Osborne,  Arlington,  Furby'  and  Times. 
The  names  are  placed  in  a control  ledger 
with  a number  opposite  each  name.  A 
stage  show,  originating  at  one  of  the 
houses  and  piped  to  the  other  three,  con- 
sists of  acts  which  are  numbered  cor- 
responding to  those  in  the  control  ledger. 
Audience  applause  selects  the  winning  act. 
The  person  whose  number  in  the  ledger 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  act  is  offered 
a sum  of  money  in  exchange  for  his  or 
her  photo.  If  the  offer  is  not  accepted 
because  the  person  chosen  is  not  at  any 
of  the  houses,  the  sum  of  money  is  in- 
creased proportionately  until  some  one 
does  agree  to  the  sale. 

According  to  Barnes,  city  police  were 
informed  of  the  nature  of  Foto-Nite  be- 
fore the  show  was  put  on  and  at  that 
time  said  they  could  find  nothing  illegal 
in  the  idea.  The  show  ran  for  a week 
without  incident,  but  in  its  second  week 
the  raid  took  place. 

Although  police  have  intervened,  Foto- 
Nite  has  not  been  canceled.  This  week  the 
stage  show  originated  from  the  Times  with 
police  walking  in  again,  but  the  award 
had  already  been  made. 

Police  action  against  Foto-Nite  was  fol- 
lowed with  the  voluntary  withdrawal  of 
“Public  Opinion”  from  the  Metropolitan 
by  E.  A.  Zorn  and  Syl  Gunn. 

n ==^ 

: NEWS  BRIEFS 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Prince  George — Manager  Levi  Graham 
reports  remodeling  on  the  Strand  has  been 
completed. 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

Halifax — P.  J.  Hanifen  is  the  new  man- 
ager of  the  Oxford  Theatre.  For  the  last 
seven  years  he  helmed  the  Garrick. 

Halifax — R.  S.  Roddick,  manager  of 
the  Capitol,  was  a recent  guest  speaker 
at  Business  and  Professional  Women’s 
Club. 

ONTARIO 

Cornwall — A 700-seat  theatre  is  plan- 
ned here  following  a conference  between 
Famous  Players  Corp.  officials  and  James 
Whitham,  president  of  the  Palace  Amuse- 
ment Co. 

Ft.  William — The  Prosvita  Society,  a 
Ukrainian  organization,  is  remodeling  a 
building  it  owns  here  for  a 500-seat  the- 
atre which  will  be  leased  to  Famous- 
Players. 

Timmins — The  unexpected  return  of  a 
projectionist  frightened  away  several 
would-be  safe  blowers  from  the  Palace 
Theatre  here  recently. 

Toronto — The  Marcus  Loew  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  have  announced  a payment  on  ar- 
rears of  $1.75  per  share  on  the  7 per  cent 
preferred,  together  with  the  regular  quar- 
terly dividend  of  $1.75. 
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LIGHTING 

EXPERTS 


BESIDE  the  camera  and  behind  the  lens, 
lighting  experts  work  in  perfect  agree- 
ment. Cameramen  depend  implicitly  on 
the  ability  of  Eastman  negative  films  to 
bring  out  the  best  in  every  scene.  The 
beauty  of  modern  productions  is  striking 
evidence  of  the  success  of  this  partnership. 
Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 

Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 


PLCS-X  SIJPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  little  light  is  arailable 

BACKGROIJXD-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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P R A;C  T I C AX  I D E A S BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 
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gCENES  in  color  from  National  Geo- 
graphic Magazine,  showing  restoration 
of  colonial  Williamsburg,  locale  for  “The 
Howards  of  Virginia,”  made  up  a lobby 
display  board  on  the  Columbia  release  for 
Lester  Pollock,  manager  of  Loew’s  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

• 

Taverns  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  dispensed 
“Boom  Tomi”  cocktails  during  the  run  of 
the  film  at  Loew’s  Palace.  Copy  prepared 
by  Dan  Terrell,  publicist,  notified  custom- 
ers they  were  limited  to  two  of  the  cock- 
tails, for  on  a third  “You  might  go  boom!” 


Ray  Hillary  of  the  Royal  at  Spirit  Lake, 
Iowa,  pasted  a 24-sheet  across  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  the  house  as  part  of  his 
“Boom  Town”  campaign. 

• 

Hit  tunes  from  “Strike  Up  the  Band” 
were  plugged  by  a Harrisburg,  Pa.,  high 
school  band  at  the  first  student  dance 
of  the  new  term.  Bill  Elder,  manager  of 
Loew’s,  who  arranged  the  stunt,  awarded 
guest  tickets  to  the  five  couples  selected 
as  the  best  rhumba  dancers. 


A unique  herald  that  won  customer  com- 
ment was  made  by  imprinting  in  red  let- 
ters upon  the  pages  of  a dictionary,  copy 
for  “I  Married  Adventure.”  Copy  read, 
“Words  can’t  begin  to  describe  the  thrill- 
packed  jungle  saga”  then  title  and  play- 
dates.  Half  a dozen  48-cent  Webster  dic- 
tionaries provided  the  pages.  Heralds  were 
distributed  to  outgoing  patrons.  The  stunt 
is  Manager  Dave  Martin’s  and  Assistant 
Russ  Mortenson’s  of  the  Pox  Granada  in 
Inglewood,  Calif. 

• 

Charlie  Dolde  of  the  Family  Theatre  in 
Philadelphia  draws  crowds  with  the  use  of 
a 16mm  machine.  For  a recent  Bing 
Crosby  picture  he  put  the  machine  to  work 
in  his  lobby,  also  working  in  a Crosby 
song  record  with  his  non-sync  machine. 
Near  the  boxoffice  ivas  a huge  display  of 
stills. 


"Andy  Hardy  Matinee" 
SRO  in  Philadelphia 

Philadelphia — Booking  “Slave  Ship” 
which  has  Mickey  Rooney  in  the  cast,  and 
distributing  free  photos  of  the  boy  star, 
enabled  Matty  Rosenbluth  of  the  Colney 
Theatre  to  bill  his  show  as  an  “Andy 
Hardy  Matinee,”  to  SRO  business.  A well 
selected  group  of  shorts  rounded  out  the 
program. 

The  show  was  ballyhooed  by  a 40x60, 
special  herald,  screen  trailer,  announce- 
ment from  the  stage  and  with  newspaper 
cooperation. 


Alters  Front 

Allentown,  Pa. — Part  of  a special  front 
Nick  Todorov,  manager  of  the  Colonial, 
built  for  “Boom  Town”  consisted  of  a 
poster  board  placed  in  front  of  the  box- 
office,  with  an  opening  permitting  the 
purchase  of  tickets.  Copy  on  the  board 
announced  the  film  was  held  over,  and 
carried  cast  credits. 


d 

Matched  Ticket  Stunt 
Crowds  a Lobby 

San  Francisco — The  stunt  for  "Lucky 
Partners"  of  numbering  two  sets  of  tick- 
ets and  inviting  the  holder  to  appear  at 
the  theatre  lobby  and  try  to  match  tick- 
ets, matched  ones  entitling  to  free  ad- 
mission, brought  1,500  ticket  holders  to 
the  lobby  of  the  Golden  Gate  Theatre 
here.  A windfall  of  publicity  came  to 
the  house  when  two  of  the  42  couples 
who  matched  numbers,  decided  to  be 
partners  for  life  and  filed  intention  to 
wed.  Charlie  Huy,  in  charge  of  pub- 
licity on  "Lucky  Partners,"  hypoed  the 
happening  by  getting  Ginger  Rogers  and 
Ronald  Colman  to  invite  the  couples  to 
honeymoon  in  Hollywood. 

-V 

Full  Page  of  Coop 
Ads  Via  Conlesl 


Monongahela,  Pa.  — A contest  which 
brought  the  cooperation  of  the  local  news- 
paper and  provided  a double  page  truck 
of  ads,  was  arranged  for  “Boom  Town” 
by  Manager  William  Gray  of  the  Bentley 
Theatre. 

Several  merchants  of  the  city  took  space 
on  the  cooperative  page,  and  within  the 
square  of  each  merchant’s  ad  was  rim 
part  of  a photo  of  one  of  the  film’s  stars. 
The  readers  were  invited  to  cut  out  and 
assemble  these  parts  so  as  to  form  a com- 
plete picture  of  the  group  of  four  stars, 
then  to  explain  in  50  words  or  less  as  to 
which  one  of  the  quartet  was  their  favor- 
ite. The  contest  ran  currently  with  the 
five-day  booking. 

Entries  had  to  be  dropped  in  a box  in 
the  theatre  lobby  and  the  best  essays  and 
most  accurately  assembled  photos  received 
ten  tickets  as  first  prize;  six  tickets  as 


Texas  Showman  Puts 
Out  Own  Newspaper 


Livingston,  Tex. — A four-page,  eight- 
column  newspaper,  titled  Texan  Theatre 
News,  has  been  issued  by  L.  M.  Threet  of 
the  Texan. 

The  paper  carries  scene  cuts  and  star 
photos  with  news  stories  pertaining  to  the 
opening  and  booking  of  pictures,  on  its 
front  page.  An  ambulance  of  ad  cuts  and 
feature  stories  on  the  stars  and  on  phases 
of  production  dresses  up  the  inside  pages 
and  the  back  page. 

The  front  page  captures  attention  with 
the  headline:  “Blitzkrieg  Due  Here,”  then 
follows  the  explanation  that  the  Texan 
Theatre  plans  a blitzkrieg  of  Pall  hits,  and 
a story  on  forthcoming  attractions. 

In  the  current  paper,  which  is  issued 
by  Threet  at  intervals,  four  features  are 
covered,  including  “Boom  Town,”  “The 
Westerner,”  “Kit  Carson,”  and  “Andy 
Hardy  Meets  Debutante.” 

Threet  reports  the  added  business  this 
type  of  advertising  nets  him  more  than 
justifies  the  cost.  The  press  sheets  pro- 
vide the  news  stories  for  his  paper. 


Titles  Contest 

Washington,  D.  C. — A contest  in  which 
participants  are  invited  to  string  together 
a number  of  book  titles,  making  them  into 
a coherent  sentence  is  suggested  by  Angie 
Ratto,  manager  of  Loew’s  Palace.  The 
idea  is  inspired  by  a similar  activity  of 
Judy  Garland’s  in  one  sequence  of  “Strike 
Up  the  Band.”  Ratto  rewards  the  three 
funniest  sentences  with  cash  prizes  and 
15  subsequent  best  with  a pair  of  tickets. 
The  sentences  are  sent  to  the  cooperating 
newspaper  for  judging. 


second,  and  four  tickets  as  third.  The 
newspaper  editor  was  the  judge. 

The  coop  spread  was  dressed  up  with 
scenes  from  the  picture  and  was  cap- 
tioned: “These  shops  are  making  Monon- 
gahela a ‘Boom  Town.’  ” 


HOLD  ON  TO  THIS  TICKET! 
FIND  YOUR  "LUCKY  PARTNER" 

Bring  this  ticket  to  the  RKO  Golden  Gate  Theatre 
lobby  on  Wednesday  evening.  Sept.  11,  at  7:30  p.  m. 
A ticket,  with  a duplicate  number  is  being  held  by 
someone  else  who  is  counting  on  you!  Match  your 
ticket  WEDNESDAY  evening,  find  your  “LUCKY 
PARTNER"  holding  the  same  number  and  you  will 
be  admitted  FREE  to  see  the  grand  Ginger  Rogers- 
Ronald  Colman  new  season  comedy  hit,  "LUCKY 
PARTNERS"! 


"Lucky  Partner"  Ticket 

Above-pictured  is  the  size  and  copy  which  was  printed  on  several  thousand 
numbered  tickets,  the  numbers  duplicated  on  two  sets  of  the  tickets.  The 
reverse  side  of  the  ticket  carried  the  number  and  the  picture  title. 
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— Photo  by  Stolte 


-^-Posf  Cards  Free 

Harry  Holdsberg  of  the  Des  Moines 
Theatre  in  that  city  drew  a continuous 
crowd  with  this  "postal  substation” 
that  urged  passersby  to  write  home. 
The  girl  passed  out  free  post  cards 
advertising  "Boom  Town”  with  day 
and  date  plug,  to  all  who  wanted  same. 
The  sign  just  below  the  girl’s  elbow 
informs  that  stamps  are  on  sale  at  the 
boxoffice.  Holdsberg  took  care  of 
mailing  the  cards,  too. 


mw3 

msfjm 


Mifcua 

SAY 


Reaching  High — 

A girl  mounted  on  a ladder  and  broad- 
casting news  programs  on  busy  street 
corners  effectively  sold  "Foreign  Cor- 
respondent” for  Russell  Bovim  of 
Loew’s  Ohio  in  Columbus.  Copy  on  the 
ladder  reads:  “News  and  history  are 
being  made  somewhere  in  the  world 
today.  See  ‘Foreign  Correspondent’ 
with  Joel  McCrea  and  Laraine  Day. 
Starts  Friday,  Loew’s  Ohio.” 


"The  Sea  Hawk"  in  Ohio — 

A boat  on  wheels,  as  pictured  above,  was  pushed  about  town  to  let  Columbus, 
Ohio,  know  "The  Sea  Hawk”  was  at  the  RKO  Palace.  The  idea  was  Pub- 
licist Johnny  Barcroft’s.  Elsewhere  downtown  pirate-costumed  boys,  their 
backs  appropriately  labeled,  carried  on  sword  duels.  Huge  blow-ups  of 
Errol  Flynn  were  used  on  a special  front  with  a nautical  background.  In- 
side ballyhoo  included  outfitting  the  usherettes  (two  seen  above)  and  door- 
men in  pirate  costume  a week  in  advance  of  run.  Other  come-ons  included 
reviews  and  readers  in  the  papers. 


And  All  Warner — 

A set  piece,  14x8  feet,  in  the  lobby  of 
the  Troy  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  managed  by 
Leo  Rosen,  on  'Warner’s  Million  Dol- 
lar Book  Shelf.  It  is  lighted  by  means 
of  seven  300-watt  baby  spots  with 
flashers.  The  background  for  the  cut- 
out of  the  Troy,  a photograph  of  the 
Warner  studios,  lit  by  fluorescents, 
gives  an  impression  of  third  dimen- 
sion. The  comet  on  the  top  of  the 
set  piece  is  lit  with  a moving  stere- 
opticon  to  give  the  illusion  of  move- 
ment. 


It  Gets  Around — 

How  Manager  Jack  Simons  of  Loew’s 
Poli  Theatre  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in- 
forms his  patrons  of  coming  attrac- 
tions. The  posters  are  mounted  cir- 
cular fashion  upon  a dark  colored 
backboard. 


Distribute  Photos 

Appleton,  Wis.  — Helping  the  run  of 
“Andy  Hardy  Meets  Debutante”  at  the 
Rio,  Exploiteer  Louis  Orlove  induced  a 
chain  of  service  stations  to  buy  a quantity 
of  stills  of  Mickey  and  Judy  to  distribute 
free  to  customers.  Several  co-op  ads  an- 
nounced the  giveaway. 
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"THE  WESTERNER"  RIDES  FIRST  IN  FILM  PARADE 


BOSTON 

Fenway — Sea  Hawk  (WB);  Charlie  Chan  at 

the  Wax  Museum  (20th-Fox).  2nd  run 110 

Keith’s  Memorial — Hired  Wife  (Univ);  Men 

Agrain  the  Sky  (RKO),  2nd  wk 65 

Loew’s  Orpheum — Boom  Town  (M-G-M);  Bady 

in  Question  (Col),  2nd  wk 80 

Loew’s  State — Same  as  Orpheum  75 

Metropolitan — Brigrham  Young: — Frontiersman 

(20th-Fox):  One  Crowded  Nigfht  (RKO) 120 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  105 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Bill  of  Divorcement  (RKO). 

1st  half  90 

Broadway- — River’s  End  (WB),  2nd  half 90 

Carolina — Ducky  Partners  (RKO),  1st  half.... 100 
Carolina — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB),  2nd  half.  100 
Imperial — Coinin’  Round  the  Mountain  (Para’t), 

1st  half  90 

Imperial — The  Man  I Married  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  half  90 

State — South  to  Karanga  (Univ),  1st  part 100 

State — I>a  Congra  Nigrhts  (Univ).  2nd  part 100 

State — Ragrtime  Cowboy  Joe  (Univ),  3rd  part.. 100 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Dr.  Ivildare  (ioes  Home  (M-G-M)....  70 
Chicago — I Want  a Divorce  (Para’t),  plus 

stage  show  80 

Garrick — He  Stayeil  for  Br«ikfast  (Col) 80 

Oriental — Cross  Country  Romance  (RKO),  plus 

George  Jessel  stage  show  170 

Palace — Hired  Wife  (Univ);  Mumm.v’s  Hand 

(Univ)  145 

Roosevelt — Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t) 110 

State-Lake — -Golden  (iloves  (Para’t).  plus  stage 

show  95 

United  Artists — Boom  Town  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 105 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — The  Howards  of  Virginia  (Col) 110 

Capitol — I*ul>lic  l)el>  No.  1 (20th-Fox) 90 

Grand — No  Time  for  Coined.v  (WB).  2nd  wk.  ..100 

Keitli'.s — Flowing  Gold  (WB)  95 

Palace — City  for  Conquest  (WB) 105 

Sliubert — .\rgentine  Nights  (Univ) 115 

CLEVELAND 

.\llen — Sea  Hawk  (WB),  3rd  wk 100 

Hippodrome — He  Stayed  for  Breakfast  (Col)..  100 

Lake — Pastor  Hall  (UA)  160 

Palace — Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO),  plus 

Guy  Lombardo  on  stage  115 

State — Boom  Town  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 135 

Stillman — Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M)  ...  100 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Girl  From  Go<l*s  Country  (Rep). 

1st  part  85 

Capitol — Secret  Seven  (Col).  2nd  part 90 

t'apitol — (iirl  From  Havana  (Rep),  3rd  part...  90 

Majestic — The  Westerner  (UA)  180 

F^alace — Houards  of  Virginia  (Col) 100 

Rialto — Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M), 

1st  half  90 

Rialto — Scatterbrain  (Rep),  2nd  half 90 

Tower — B<iom  Town  (M-G-M).  3rd  wk 150 


DENVER 

.\laddin— He  Stayeil  for  Breakfast  (Col);  The 
Lion  Has  Wings  (UA).  after  wk.  at  Denver..  125 
Broadway — Boom  Town  (M-G-M),  after  2 wks. 


at  Orpheum  140 

T>enham — I Want  a Divorce  (Para’t) 75 

Denver- — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman 

(20th-Fox)  130 

Orpheum — Danoe,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO):  Dr. 

Kildare  (Joes  Home  (RKO)  100 

Paramount — I*iiblie  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox): 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox)  120 

Rialto — Sea  Hawk  (WB),  after  wk.  at  each 
the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  Haunted  House 
(Mono)  130 


DETROIT 

Adam.s — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman  (20th- 
Fox),  after  wk.  at  Fox:  Five  Little  Peppers 


in  Trouble  (Col)  120 

Cinema — Mile.  Ma  Mere  (SR);  School  for 

Husbands  (SR)  150 

Fox^ — The  Howards  of  Virginia  (Col);  Pier  13 

(20th-Fox)  110 

Michigan — Strange  Cargo  (M-G-M);  Dr.  Kil- 
dare Goes  Home  (M-G-M)  125 

Palms-State — The  Sea  Hawk  (WB):  Ladies 

Must  Live  (FN),  after  wk.  at  Michigan 130 

United  Artists — Boom  Town  (M-G-M),  5th  wk..  75 


INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Son  of  Roaring  Dan  (Univ);  The 

Last  Alarm  (Mono)  70 

Apollo — Captain  Caution  (UA)  25 

Circle — Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t):  Mystery 

Sea  Raider  (Para’t)  80 


Indiana — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman  (20th- 
Fox):  Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


The  Westerner — 

Dallas  180 

New  Orleans  175 

Brigham  Young — Frontiersman — 

New  Orleans  175 

Pastor  Hall — 

Cleveland  160 

Boom  Town — 

Minneapolis  150 

Hired  Wife — 

New  Orleans  150 

He  Stayed  for  Breakfast — 

Los  Angeles  150 

They  Drive  by  Night  (dual)  — 

Salt  Lake  City  150 

EXTENDED  RUNS 

Gone  With  the  AVind,  41st  wk.,  New  York 
City. 


Pride  and  Prejudice,  6th  wk.,  Los  Angeles. 
Boom  Town,  5th  wk.,  Detroit;  4th  wk., 
Philadelphia,  Seattle;  3rd  wk.,  Minneapolis, 
New  York  City. 

Brigham  Y'^oung,  5th  wk.,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Foreign  CorresiHuident,  5th  wk.,  New 

York  City. 

Sea  Hawk,  3rd  wk.,  Pittsburgh. 

Wyoming  (dual),  3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 


(20th-Fox)  90 

Loew’s — The  Westerner  (UA);  Blondie  Has 

Servant  Trouble  (Col)  130 

Lyric — The  Leather  Pushers  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  95 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — The  Great  Profile  (20th-Fox) 100 

Midland — Howards  of  Virginia  (Col);  Out  W’est 

AA'ith  the  Pei)i>ers  (Col)  125 

Newman — 'I’he  Sea  Hawk  (WB),  holdover 70 

Orpheum — Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO);  Tom 

Brown’s  School  Days  (RKO)  130 

Tower — Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep),  plus 

.stage  show  105 

Uptown — .‘^ame  as  Esquire  95 

LOS  ANGELES 

I’hinese — Kit  Carson  (UA);  The  Golden 

Fleecing  (M-G-M)  110 

Downtown— -No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB) 125 

Hillstreet — He  Stayed  for  Breakfast  (Col);  Dr. 

Christian  Meets  the  Women  (RKO) 140 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown 125 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet 150 

Paramount — Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t),  plus 

Judy  Canova  on  stage  135 

.state — Same  as  Chinese  125 

Four  Star — Pride  and  Prejudice  (M-G-M), 

6th  wk 65 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — He  Stayed  for  Breakfast  (Col); 

Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble  (Col) 90 

Riverside — Tlie  Secret  Seven  (Col),  plus  stage 

show  125 

Strand — Boom  Town  (M-G-M);  The  Golden 

Fleecing  (M-G-M)  115 

W^arner — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB);  The 

Ramparts  AA>  Watch  (RKO)  125 

Wisconsin — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman 

(20th-Fox);  I^iblic  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox)  . . . . 110 


MINNEAPOLIS 

-A.lvin — Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep),  plus 


stage  show  90 

Aster — Ladies  Must  live  (FN);  Triple  Justice 

(RKO)  95 

Century — Boom  Touti  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 150 

Esquire — I.fOst  Horizon  (Col),  reissue 90 

Gopher — Argentine  Nights  (Univ)  95 

Orpheum—Foreign  Correspondent  (UA) 100 

State — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman  (20th- 

Fox)  125 

W'orld — Rami>arts  W'e  Watch  (RKO),  2nd  wk.  .125 

NEW  HAVEN 

College — Foreign  Corres|)ondent  (UA):  Captain 

Is  a I.a<]y  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 110 

Loew-Poli — Brigham  Young  — Frontiersman 
(20th-Fox);  Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble 

(Col)  80 

Paramount — Hired  Wife  (Univ);  Golden  Gloves 

(Para’t)  125 

Roger  Sherman — City  for  Conquest  (WB); 

Money  and  the  Woman  (WB) 135 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — South  of  Pago  Pago  (UA) 125 

Globe — Maryland  (20th-Fox)  90 

Liberty — When  the  Daltons  Bode  (Univ) 100 

Loew’s — The  Westerner  (UA)  175 

Saenger — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman 

(20th-Fox)  175 

Tudor — Biseuit  Kater  (Para’t)  100 

Orpheum — Hired  W'ife  (Univ)  150 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Gone  With  the  AVind  (M-G-M), 

41st  wk 100 

Capitol — Boom  Town  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 120 

Criterion — Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M)...  90 

Globe— Pastor  Hall  (UA)  130 

Paramount — Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t), 

plus  stage  show  115 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — The  Ramparts  AVe 

Watch  (RKO),  plus  stage  show  90 

Rialto — The  Mummy’s  Hand  (Univ)  85 

Rivoli — Foreign  Corresiiondent  (UA),  4th  wk...ll0 
Fioxy^ — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman  (20th- 

Fox),  plus  stage  show  105 

Strand — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB),  3rd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  105 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — The  Sea  Hawk  (WB) 95 

Liberty — The  Captain  Is  a Lady  (M-G-M), 

The  Saint  Takes  Over  (RKO),  1st  part 90 

Liberty — Pop  Always  Pays  (RKO);  Ski  Patrol 

(Univ),  2nd  part  85 

Midwest — The  Man  I Married  (20th-Fox) 90 

State — Captain  Caution  (UA) ; Sing,  Dance, 

Plenty  Hot  (Rep)  95 

Tower — My  Favorite  AA’ife  (RKO)  100 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — I Want  a Divorce  (Para’t):  Stranger 

on  the  Third  Floor  (RKO)  115 

Omaha — Flowing  Gold  (WB);  The  Girl  From 

Avenue  A (20th-Fox)  90 

Orpheum — Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M). 

plus  Laurel  and  Hardy  on  stage  100 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — He  Stayed  for  Breakfast  (Col) 135 

Barry — Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep);  Sing, 

Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep)  125 

Fulton — Girl  From  Avenue  A (20th-Fox); 

Charlie  Chan  at  the  AA’ax  Museum  (20th- 

Fox)  60 

Penn — Itoom  Town  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 140 

Ritz — The  Sea  Hawk  (WB),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 85 

Stanley — Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M), 

plus  Mickey  Rooney  in  person  300 

Warner — Gold  Rush  Maisie  (M-G-M):  Over 

the  -Aloon  (UA)  100 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M) 70 

Boyd — Brigham  Y’oung — Frontiersman  (20th- 

Fox)  90 

Earle— Boom  Town  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 100 

Fox — City  for  Conquest  (WB) 135 

Karlton — Private  Affairs  (Univ) 65 

Keith’s — No  Time  for  f!oinedy  (WB) 95 

Stanley- — The  Howards  of  A’irginia  (Col), 

2nd  wk 90 

Stanton — AA'yoming  (M-G-M)  95 

PROVIDENCE 

Albet — ItampartN  We  W’atoh  (RKO);  .Saps  at 

Sea  (UA)  110 

Carlton — Boom  Town  (M-G-M);  Lady  in 

Question  (Col),  3rd  wk  175 

Fays — Charlie  Chan  at  Wax  Museum  (20th- 

Fox);  Colorado  (Rep)  100 

Majestic — Man  Who  Talked  Too  Much  ( VV B ) ; 

River’s  End  (WB)  75 

State — Foreign  Corresimndent  (UA) ; Golden 

Fleecing  (M-G-M)  110 

Strand — I Want  a Divorce  (Para’t):  Girl 

From  God’s  Country  (Rep)  90 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — Charlie  Chan  at  the  AA’^ax  Museum 

(20th-Fox);  Private  Affairs  (Univ)  100 

Centre — Boom  Town  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 125 

Rialto — Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO);  Beyond 

Tomorrow'  (RKO)  120 

Studio- — Brigham  Y’^oung  (20th-Fox),  5th  wk....l25 
Utah — They  Drive  by  Night  (WB);  Man  I 

Married  (20th-Fox)  150 

SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — Boom  Town  (M-G-M),  4th  wk...  90 
Fifth  Avenue — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M)..  110 

Liberty — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA)  100 

Music  Box — AA^yoming  (M-G-M);  Dr.  Kildare 

Goes  Home  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 90 

Orpheum — Argentine  Nights  (Univ);  The 

Mummy’s  Hand  (Univ)  90 

Palomar — Flowing  Gold  (WB),  plus  stage 

show  

Paramount — Hired  AA’ife  (Univ);  The  Gay 

Caballero  (20th-Fox)  100 
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OPINIONS  ON  CURRENT  FEATURE  PRODUCTIONS 
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Baer-Comiskey  Fight 
Pictures 

The  one-round  fracas  between  the  for- 
mer world’s  heavyweight  champion  and 
the  19-year-old  challenger  from  New  Jer- 
sey is  whopping  good  action  while  it  lasts, 
which  isn’t  any  more  than  about  800  feet 
of  film,  with  some  preliminary  introduc- 
tions and  dressing  room  interviews  thrown 
in.  That’s  because,  as  you’ve  probably 
heard,  Baer  walked  off  with  a technical 
knockout  decision  before  the  first  round 
was  over.  The  ring  battle  itself  is  every- 
thing that  a real  fight  fan  loves — slug- 
ging and  powerhouse  wallops.  The  blow 
that  sends  Comiskey  to  his  finish  is  caught 
so  clearly  by  the  camera  it  looks  as 
though  it  was  staged.  Slow  motion  foot- 
age is  included  of  the  portion  that  ended 
the  scrap.  The  dressing  room  interviews 
with  both  fighters  might  just  as  well  have 
been  forgotten.  Photography  is  tops 
throughout.  The  reel  is  distributed  by  Jack 
Dietz. 


"The  Dandy  Lion" 

Paramount  (Animated  Antics)  1 Mins. 

An  Indian  boy  runs  across  a tame  moun- 
tain lion  on  the  desert  and  proceeds  to 
adopt  him  into  the  tribe.  The  tribal  fath- 
ers, however,  no  like.  They  chase  the  beast 
off.  The  child  disguises  the  lion  as  a dog. 
Again  he  is  chased  off.  However,  when 
the  lion  rescues  a baby  all  is  forgiven 
but  his  growl.  It  is  average  stuff.  The 
comedy  element  will  suit  youngsters. 


(!  

Moments  of  Charm  of 
1941 

Paramount  (In  Technicolor)  11  Mins. 

Audiences  should  experience  a visual 
and  auditory  treat  with  this  subject.  It 
has  been  sumptuously  mounted  on  hand- 
some sets,  musically  timed  to  a rare  de- 
gree of  editing  perfection  and  its  tune- 
ful content  runs  parallel  to  current  taste. 
Photographically,  every  composition  is 
compelling.  The  entire  orchestra  is  in- 
troduced. Each  girl  plays  her  particu- 
lar instrument.  Singing  is  introduced 
similarly.  Phil  Spitalny's  all-girl  orches- 
tra is  familiar  to  radio  listeners  and  on 
the  stage.  There  should  be  little  trouble 
in  getting  audience  attention.  Feature 
it  on  the  marquee.  It  could  easily  sup- 
plant a second  feature. 

■ V 

Popular  Science 

Paramount  (In  Cinecolor)  llMms. 

Included  herein:  the  equipment  and 
operation  of  a disaster  truck  in  Portland, 
Oregon:  a breeder  of  midget  cattle  and  his 
herd;  Prof.  Oakes  and  his  comic  “deburp- 
ing”  machine  for  radishes;  modern  chem- 
ical treatment  of  fabrics  to  make  them 
resist  stains;  breeding  carrier  pigeons  for 
military  work  at  Port  Monmouth,  New 
Jersey.  It  is  an  interesting  and  diversi- 
fied collection  of  items  well  handled. 


Popeye  Meets  William  Tell 

Paramount  (Fleischer  Cartoon)  1 Mins. 

Popeye  finds  himself  in  Switzerland  and 
in  the  company  of  William  Tell,  who,  re- 
fusing to  bow  before  the  local  potentate, 
is  ordered  to  shoot  the  well-known  apple 
off  the  well-known  head.  Popeye  plays  the 
son  in  an  emergency.  Tell  misses  and  hits 
Popeye’s  can  of  spinach.  With  Tell  in  dif- 
ficulty for  missing,  Popeye  comes  to  the 
rescue  with  his  usual  slambang  tactics.  In 
imagination,  entertainment  worth  and  exe- 
cution it  is  considerably  higher  than  the 
usual  cartoon  offering.  Recommended. 


Unusual  Occupations 

Paramount  (LO-1)  llMins. 

(In  Cinecolor) 

A Texas  woman  makes  fine  cowboy  boots; 
the  flower  markets  and  bloom-laden  boats 
near  Mexico  City;  a typewi’iter  instructor 
who  makes  pictures  with  his  machine;  a 
Rhode  Island  woman  who  has  her  own  fire 
department  and  a Hermosa  Beach,  Calif., 
man  who  has  trained  a live  penguin  to 
ski,  roller  skate  and  let  itself  be  dressed 
in  all  kinds  of  costumes.  In  its  particu- 
lar field,  this  one  stands  out. 


Diving  Demons 

Paramount  (Sportlight)  10  Mins. 

This  is  better  than  attending  a diving 
meet.  The  audience  has  the  added  im- 
portant advantage  of  seeing  a number  of 
dives  in  slow  motion  from  superior  van- 
tage points.  It’s  top  stuff. 


Here’s  How  — ^ 

A.  R.  Parker  of  the  Shady  Oak 
Theatre,  Clayton.  Mo.,  handles 
front  and  back  page  imprinting 
on  MOVE  TIME. 


And  Here^s  What 
Another  User  Says— 


"Our  patrons  at  the  Robins 
Theatre  (Warren,  Ohio)  are 
very  anxious  to  receive  their 
copy  of  MOVIE  TIME,  and  one 
gratifying  feature  is  the  fact 
that  the  patrons  take  them 
home.  I have  seen  possibly  a 
half  dozen  on  the  street  after 
giving  out  FOUR  issues." 

~P.  M.  ELLIS.  Mgr. 


... 


COAL  i SHADY  OAK  ; E y R 0 p g A 

TWO  H’X  FF.Anmi:  liiTS-r-  i ■ 


Exact  size  of  each  page  is  9"xl2" 

Let  MOVIE  TIME  Work  For  YOU 

The  Cost  Is  Surprisingly  Low 

PRINTING  SYNDICATE  COMPANY 

4804  East  9th  St.,  Kansas  City.  Mo. 
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Columbia 

Blondie  on  a Budget 

My  patrons  sure  like  this  series.  Played 
on  a double  bill.  No  business.  Weather: 
Pair.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,150.  Capacity:  300. — Lester 
Meyer,  Strand,  Chillicothe,  Tex. 

Girls  of  the  Road 

I did  not  like  this,  but  broke  even.  That’s 
something.  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Pine. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,150.  Capacity:  300. — Lester 
Meyer,  Strand,  Chillicothe,  Tex. 

Too  Many  Husbands 

This  was  a kick!  Although  coupled  with 
old  “Dr.  Cyclops,”  it  helped  pay  the  rent. 
There  were  plenty  of  wisecracks  in  the 
former,  which  is  what  a weekend  crowd 
likes.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  30-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,500. — W. 
H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheri- 
dan, Ore. 

First  National 

Three  Cheers  for  the  Irish 

Not  bad.  Our  patrons  didn’t  exactly  lap 
it  up,  nor  did  they  like  it.  Wed.,  'Thurs. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  2,500. — W.  H.  Hib- 
bert, Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan, 
Ore. 

Torrid  Zone 

Run  with  “Village  Barn  Dance”  and 
stood  them  up.  Both  good  shows.  Plenty 
of  action  and  they  like  them  “hot.”  Pri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  30-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,500. — W. 
H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheri- 
dan, Ore. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Captain  Is  a Lady,  The 

This  one  is  on  the  weak  side.  Didn’t  get 
film  rental.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Hot. 
Admission:  20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,000.  Capacity:  184. — R.  C.  Van- 
trease,  Rex,  Watertown,  Tenn. 

Forty  Little  Mothers 

A good  picture  that  seemed  to  please 
most  of  my  patrons.  Boxoffice  about  aver- 
age. Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Warm.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,000.  Capacity:  184. — R.  C.  Van- 
trease,  Rex,  Watertown,  Tenn. 

Mortal  Storm,  The 

Another  German  story.  Personally  I 
thought  the  picture  was  great,  but  no  biz. 
Sun.,  Mon.,  'I\ies.  Weather:  Pine.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 


/tOSPHd"  TELEGRAM^ 
AT  LOW  COST-PHONE 

Tostal 

Telegraph 

CHARGES  FOR  TELCGRAMS 
’PHONED  IN  APPEAR  ON  YOUR 

telephone  bill.  . 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  BoxOF- 
FiCE.  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


1,150.  Capacity:  300. — Lester  Meyer, 

Strand,  Chillicothe,  Tex. 

Two  Girls  on  Broadway 

A snappy  little  program  picture  that  will 
please  the  majority.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weath- 
er: Warm.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,000.  Capacity:  184. 
— R.  C.  Vantrease,  Rex,  Watertown,  Tenn. 
Waterloo  Bridge 

War  picture.  Swell  cast.  Business  better 
than  usual.  Simday.  Weather:  Pine.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,150.  Capacity:  300. — Lester 

Meyer,  Strand,  Chillicothe,  Tex. 

Paramount 

Honeymoon  in  Bali 

A nice  picture  and  thoroughly  enjoyed 
by  everyone.  Lots  of  good  clever  cracks 
that  somehow  hit.  Played  on  Bank  Night 
to  better  than  average  business.  Admis- 
sion: 26-10.  Rural  patronage. — R.  A. 
Moore,  State,  Milton,  la. 

$1,000  a Touchdown 

Enough  comedy  here  for  even  the  most 
rabid  fan.  Like  this  team  (Joe  E.  Brown 
and  xvlartha  Raye)  and  for  us  yokels  they 
should  get  together  often.  Joe  Brown  a 
favorite  in  small  towns.  Admission:  26-10. 
Rural  patronage. — R.  A.  Moore,  State,  Mil- 
ton,  la. 

Republic 

Crooked  Road 

Story  good.  Acting  OK.  Business  nor- 
mal. Make  some  more  of  these.  Repub- 
lic. Pri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Pair.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,150. 
Capacity:  300. — Lester  Meyer,  Strand, 
Chillicothe,  Tex. 

q ■ ■ ■ 

: Belling  the  Cat  : 

^ V 

Subscribers  to  the  belief  that  the  solu- 
tion to  the  industry’s  ills  lies  within  the  in- 
dustry itself  will  find  irrefutable  con- 
firmation of  their  faith  in  the  following 
episode. 

A short  while  back  the  anguished  plea 
of  a Kentucky  exhibitor  for  advice  on  how 
to  solve  a knotty  booth  problem — a pro- 
jectionist grown  wan  and  listless  because 
in  love — was  relayed  to  the  industry. 
Should  he  keep  him  or  fire  him,  asked 
the  bewildered  showman. 

Back  through  the  mails  sped  the  answer, 
the  oracle  signing  himself  A1  Mayes  of 
the  Palace  at  Graham,  Tex.  Offers  Mayes; 

“Dear  Bewildered  Showman;  Let  the 
operator  marry  (on  the  stage).  Results: 
1.  He  gets  the  girl  plus  presents  from 
merchants  you  cooperate  with.  2.  You  get 
him  back  in  harness.  3.  You  get  a good 
night’s  business  for  the  stage  wedding. 
Sympathetically  yours,  A1  Mayes.” 

“P.  S.  Don’t  forget  the  10  per  cent  press 
agent’s  fee  for  the  idea.” 


Gaucho  Serenade 

Good  Autry.  Friday.  Weather:  Pine. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,150.  Capacity:  300. — Lester  Mey- 
er, Strand,  Chillicothe,  Tex. 

Grand  Ole  Opry 

This  is  the  answer  to  a small  town  ex- 
hibitor’s prayer.  One  of  the  highest  gross- 
ers  of  the  year.  Pri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Warm. 
Admission:  20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation; 1,000.  Capacity:  184. — R.  C.  Van- 
trease, Rex,  Watertown,  Tenn. 

Rancho  Grande 

Very  good.  Gene  Autry  always  draws 
here.  Pri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 30-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,500.— W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and 
Gay-Way,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

2Qth  Century-Fox 

Johnny  Apollo 

Swell  picture  but  no  draw.  Business 
below  normal.  Weather:  Pair.  Admission; 
25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,150. 
Capacity:  300. — Lester  Meyer,  Strand, 
Chillicothe,  Tex. 

Johnny  Apollo 

A good  picture  of  its  type  that  did  a 
little  above  average  business.  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Capacity: 
184. — R.  C.  Vantrease,  Rex,  Watertown, 
Tenn. 

Lucky  Cisco  Kid 

Short  and  very  good.  Better  for  a dou- 
ble, but  Pox  gets  too  much  film  rent  to 
double.  Wednesday.  Weather:  Fine.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,150.  Capacity:  300. — Lester  Mey- 
er, Strand,  Chillicothe,  Tex. 

Shooting  High 

A fair  picture.  Seemed  to  please  all  who 
came.  Business  off.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weath- 
er: Warm.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,000.  Capacity:  184. 
— R.  C.  Vantrease,  Rex,  Watertown,  Tenn. 

United  Artists 

Rebecca 

This  picture  was  grand.  Only  one  p>er- 
son  said  they  didn’t  like  it.  The  beauty 
of  it  was  that  it  built  up  every  night. 
Decidedly  a woman’s  picture,  but  the  men 
liked  it  too.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather; 
Warm.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural  patron- 
age. Population:  2,500. — W.  H.  Hibbert, 
Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan,  Ore. 
Saps  at  Sea 

So  crazy  it  was  good.  Opinion  is  about 
50-50  on  this  pair  but  even  the  ones  who 
don’t  care  are  curious.  Pri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Cool.  Admission;  30-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  2,500. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi- 
Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

Universal 

It's  a Date 

Nice  Sunday  picture.  Those  who  came 
liked  it,  but  only  fair  draw.  State  fair 
wrecked  our  whole  week.  Weather:  Warm. 
Admission:  30-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 2,500.— W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi- Way  and 
Gay-Way,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

Warner  Bros, 

It  All  Came  True 

Very  nice  show.  Only  fair  business. 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission: 
30-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,500. 
— W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way, 
Sheridan,  Ore. 
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MISCEL 

llj  Comedy  Al’anot 

IJttle  Miss  Molly 

(67) 

Maureen  O’Hara 

Mys.  Com.  Astor 

Crooked  Circle  ( . . ) 

^iaSu  Pitts 

M’drama  Astor 

Vengeance  of  the 

Deep  ( . . ) 

Lloyd  Hughes 

R— Mar.  23 

isj  M’drama  Al’ance 

The  Terror  ( . . ) 

Wilfrid  Lawson 

M’drama  Astor 

Hell’s  Angels  (..) 

lean  Harlow 

R — Jan.  27 

WARNER-F.  N. 

|Y)  Drama  FN437 
story  of  Dr.  Ehr- 

lich’s Magic  Bul- 
let (101) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

R — Feb.  10 

|l^  Comedy  FN465 

Three  Cheers  for 

the  Irish  (98) 

D.  Morgan-P.  Lane 

R — Mar.  16 

Drama  WB404 

Virginia  City  (120) 

Errol  Flynn 

Miriam  Hopkins 

R— Mar.  23 

[JJ  Com.  Dr.  WB407 

It  AU  Came  True 

(97) 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

Vnn  Sheridan 

R — Mar.  30 

Uj  O’d’r  Md.  WB438 

King  of  the  Lum- 

berjacks (69) 

John  Payne 

Gloria  Dickson 

R—Feb.  24 

^ Drama  rN456 

’Til  AVe  Meet  Again 

(98) 

Merle  Oberon 

George  Brent 

Pat  O’Brien 

R— Apr.  13 

^ Com.  Dr.  FN468 

An  Angel  From 

Texas  (69) 

Wayne  Morris 

Eddie  Albert 

Rosemary  Lane 

R — Apr.  20 
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[11]  Drama  M'BllO 

Saturday’s  Children 

(101);  R — Apr.  13 

John  Garfield 

Ann  Shirley 

UNIVERSAL 

1^  Drama  4032 

Framed  (62) 

Frank  Albertson 
Constance  Moore 

R — Jan.  13 

[Y]  M’drama  4034 

Double  AUbi  (60) 
Wayne  Morris 
Margaret  Lindsay 
William  Gargan 

R — Mar.  2 

[JJ  M’drama  403.1 

Zanzibar  (69) 

Lola  Lane 

James  Craig 

R — Mar.  30 

[ij  Musical  4032 

Ma,  He’s  Making 

Eyes  at  Me  (61) 

Tom  Brown 

R — Mar.  30 

Com.-Mus.  4001 

It’s  a Date  (102) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Kay  Francis 

Walter  Pidgeon 

R — Mar.  30 

[J]  Com.  Rom.  4040 

Half  a Sinner  (.61) 

R— Mar.  30 

[JJ  Western  4063 

Riders  Pasco  Basin 

(57)  R — June  1 

[IJI  M’drama  4013 

House  of  Seven 

Gables  (89) 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — Mar.  9 

IJJI  M’drama  4018 

Black  Friday  (70) 

Lugosi-Karloff 

R — Mar.  9 

[Is]  M’drama  4033 

Enemy  Agent  (61) 

Richard  Cromwell 

R— Mar.  30 

[3]  Musical  4005 

If  I Had  My  Way 

(94) 

R-May  4 

|[Io)  Action  Dr.  4031 

Ski  Patrol  (64) 

Lull  Deste 

R— May  11 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

[T1  Melodrama 
House  Across  the 
Bay  (88) 

Joan  Bennett 

Geo.  Raft 

R— Mar.  2 

Drama 

My  Son,  My  Son 

(115);  R— Mar.  16 
Brian  Aherne 
Madeleine  Carroll 

^ Comedy 

©Over  the  Moon 

(78) 

Merle  Oberon 

Rex  Harrison 

R — Jan.  27 

[JJ  Fantasy 

One  Million  B.  C. 

(78) 

Lon  Chaney  Jr. 

Carroll  Landis 

R — Apr.  13 

jlJI  Drama 

4^Rebecca  (127) 

Laurence  Olivier 

Joan  Fontaine 

R— Mar.  30 

[3]  Comedy 

Saps  at  Sea  (57) 

Laurel  & Hardy 

R — May  4 

20TH-F0X 

Drama  033 

rhey  Came  by 

Night  (73) 

Will  Fyffe 

R — Mar.  16 

1X1  Melodrama  033 

Charlie  Chan  in 
Panama  (68) 
Sidney  Toler 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Jan.  30 

ijj  Drama  040 

Grapes  of  Wrath 
(128) 

Henry  Fonda 

Jane  Darwell 

R — Jan.  27 

JH  Fantasy  025 

©The  Blue  Bird 
(83) 

Shirley  Temple 

R — Jan.  27 

1^  Melodrama  037 

Free,  Blonde  and  21 
(67) 

Lynn  Bari 

Henry  Wilcoxon 

R — Apr.  13 

UJ  Drama  036 

Star  Dust  (85) 

Linda  Darnell 

John  Payne 

R — Mar.  30 

(i^  O’dr  Drama  039 

Viva  Cisco  Kid  (70) 

Cesar  Romero 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Mar.  23 

|l||  Drama  941 

Johnny  Apollo  (93) 

Tyrone  Power 

Dorothy  Lamour 

jJJ]  Comedy  041 

Shooting  High  (6  6) 

Jane  Withers 

Gene  Autry 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — Mar.  9 

[3]  Comedy  043 

So  This  Is  London 

(84) 

R — Apr.  27 

I [loj  M’drama  038 

I AVas  an  Adven- 

turess (81) 

Vera  Zorina 

R — May  11 

RKO  RADIO 
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rn  Comedy  080 

Little  Or  vie  (66) 
John  Sheffield 

Ernest  Truex 

R — Mar.  9 

jJ]  Drama  017 

Isle  of  Destiny  (83) 
William  Gargan 

June  Lang 

R — Mar.  9 

llj  Comedy  083 

.Millionaire  Playboy 
(64);  R— Mar.  2 

Joe  Penner 

Linda  Hayes 

HI  Drama  023 

Primrose  Path  (95) 
linger  Rogers 

Joel  McCrea 

R — Mar.  23 

JJ  Drama  030 

Courageous  Dr. 

Christian  (67) 

R— Mar.  30 

|l^  Western  083 

Bullet  Code  (59) 
R— Apr.  13 

IJI  Drama  009 

Abe  Lincoln  in  Illi- 

nois (112) 

Raymond  Massey 

Ruth  Gordon 

R — Jan.  27 

Drama  027 

Curtain  Call  (60) 

Barbara  Read 

R — Apr.  13 

[3]  Mus.  Com.  084 

Irene  (101) 

Anna  Neagle 

R — Apr.  27 

|lo]  Drama  031 

Beyond  Tomorrow 

(83):  R— Mar.  30 

Charles  Wlnninger 

Helen  Vinson 

REPUBLIC 

Western  W4 

Pioneers  of  the 

West  (56) 

Three  Mesquiteers 
R— Mar.  16 
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Western  942 

Rancho  Grande  (66) 
Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R — May  11 

|2^  Western  99  J 

Ghost  Valley  Raid- 
ers (57) 

Donald  Barry 

Lena  Andre 

R — April  6. 

|Io]  West.  Drama  139 
Hl-Yo,  Silver  (65) 
Silver  Chief 

Lynn  Roberts 

R — Apr.  20 

[IJ]  Western  954 

Young  Buffalo  Bill 
(59)  Roy  Rogers 
R — Apr.  27 

[ij]  Drama  901 

Dark  Command  (94) 
R — Apr.  13 
|i9|  Comedy  983 

Grandpa  Goes  to 
Town  (65) 

R — Apr.  20 

I It]  Musical  981 
In  Old  Missouri  (67) 

R — Sept.  14 

UH  Western  96.5 

Covered  AVagon  Days 

(56)  R — June  8 

Three  Mesquiteers 

[1^  Drama  933 

Crooked  Road»  The 

(66)  R— May  18 

Edmund  Lowe 

l[lo]  Western  943 

Gaucho  Serenade 

(66) 

Gene  Autry 

R — May  18 

PARAMOUNT 

Western  3083 

Knights  of  the 
Range  (68) 

Russell  Hayden 

Jean  Parker 

R— Feb.  24 

|~i~|  Comedy  3984 

.'Seyenteen  (78) 

Betty  Field 

Jackie  Cooper 

R — Feb.  24 

Western  3957 

Showdown  (64) 
William  Boyd 
Russell  Hayden 

R — Mar.  2 

Is]  Drama  3923 

Women  Without 
Names  (62) 

Ellen  Drew 

R — Feb.  24 

HH  Musical  3926 

Koad  to  Singrapore 
(84) ; R — Mar.  2 

Bing  Crosbj' 

Bob  Hope 

Dorothy  Lamour 

29]  Comedy  3927 

Farmer’s  Daughter 

(61) 

Martha  Raye 

Charlie  Ruggles 
R—Feb.  17 

iJJ  M’drama  3988 

Adventure  in  Dia- 
monds (80) 

George  Brent 

R — Jan.  20 

M’drama  3989 

©Dr.  Cyclops  (77) 
Janice  Logan 

Albert  Dekker 

R — Mar.  9 

flj]  Western  3931 

Light  of  Western 
Stars  (63) 

Victor  Jory 

Jo  Ann  Sayres 

R — Apr.  20 

|i||  Farce  Com.  3930 

French  Without 
Tears  (6  6) 

Ellen  Drew 

Ray  Milland 

R— Mar.  30 

[sj  Comedy  3933 

Buck  Benny  Rides 
Again  (80) 

R — Apr.  20 

(lo[  Comedy  3933 

Opened  by  Mistake 

(66)  R — May  11 

Charlie  Ruggles 

lanlce  Logan 

MONOGRAM 

1^  Act.  Drama  3940 

Murder  on  the 
Yukon  (57) 

J.  Newill  R-Apr.  27 
|2o|  Western  3968 
Cheyenne  Kid  (48) 

R — Mar.  23;  Randall 

jj]  Western  8963 

Rhythm  on  the  Rio 
Grande  (53) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Apr.  20 

Ij]  Mys.  Drama  3916 

Human  Monster 
(73) 

Bela  Lugosi 

R — Mar.  16 

2^  M’drama  3921 
Midnight  Limited 
(61) 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R — Mar.  23 

|30|  Comedy  3903 

•Son  of  the  Navy 
(72) 

Jean  Parker 

Martin  Spellman 

R — Apr.  6 

[io|  Western  3963 

Covered  Wagon 
Trails  (53) 

J.  Randall  R-May  11 

lljj  Action  Dr.  3938 
Sky  Bandits  (5  6) 

R — May  25 

|2o|  Com.  Drama  11 

Pomboy  (70) 

M.  Jones-J.  Moran 
R — Apr.  27 

(30|  M’drama  3936 

-Al.vsterious  Mr.  Ree- 
der (77)  R-May  11 
|20|  Western  3954 

Pals  of  the  Silver 

Sage  (52);  Ritter 
R— May  11 

[y[  Western  8964 
Land  of  Six  Gang 

(54) 

R — June  1 
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g Drama  >6 

©Northwest  Passage 

(115) 

Spencer  Tracy 
Robert  Young 

R — Feb.  17 

fn  Melodrama  S3 

Strange  Cargo  (105) 

Clark  Gable 

Joan  Crawford 

R — Mar.  9 

[sj  Com.  Drama  87 

Ghost  Comes  Home 
(76) 

Frank  Morgan 

Ann  Rutherford 

R— Mar.  2 

|lj  Drama  3S 

UYoung  Tom  Edison 

(85):  R—Feb.  17 

Mickey  Rooney 

Fay  Bainter 

|2^  Drama  89 

Florian  (91) 

Robert  Young 

R — Apr.  6 

’yj  Com.  Drama  38 

And  One  Was  Beau- 

tiful (70) 

Laraine  Day 

Jean  Muir 

R — Apr.  6 

[I^  Drama  30 

Dr.  Kildare’s 

Strange  Case  (76) 
Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

L.  Day;  R — Apr.  6 

[iJI  Com.  Drama  33 

Two  Girls  on  Broad- 

way (71) 

Lana  Turner 

Joan  Blondell 

George  Murphy 

R— Apr.  27 

Com.  Drama  34 

40  Little  Mothers 
(90) 

Eddie  Cantor 

Rita  Johnson 

R — Apr.  20 

\\n  Action  Drama  35 

30  Millie  4Vam  (85) 

Wallace  Beery 

— May  4 

Drama  36 

fJEdison,  the  Man 

(106)  R — May  25 
Spencer  Tracy 

Rita  Johnson 

COLUMBIA 

(m  Comedy  1614 

BlondJe  on  a Bud- 

get (73) 

Penny  Singleton 

R — Mar.  2 

[JJ  Western  1801 

Bullets  for  Rustlers 
(58):  R—Feb.  17 

IJJ  M’drama  1087 

Outside  the  Three 
Mile  Limit  (64) 

R — Feb.  17 

Drama  1036 

Men  Without  Souls 

(62) 

Rochelle  Hudson 
John  Litel 

R — June  1 

jJJ  Com.  Drama  1004 

Too  Many  Husbands 

(84) 

Jean  Arthur 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R — Mar,  9 

Western  1»05 

Blazing  Six  Shoot- 

ers (61) 

Charles  Starrett 

iris  Meredith  . 

R — Mar.  1(J 

(iJI  M’drama  1917 

Man  With  Nine 

Lives  (73) 

Boris  Karloff 

Roger  Pryor 

Jo  Ann  Sayres 

R — Apr.  20 

|2^  Drama  lOO.* 

Doctor  Takes  m 

Wife  (88) 

Loretta  Young 

Ray  Milland 

R — May  4 

[2]  Western  1113 

Man  From  Tumble- 

weeds  (59) 

R — June  1 

[le]  Drama  103!) 

Babies  for  Sale  (64) 

Rochelle  Hudson 

Glenn  Ford 

R— May  25 
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|l6|  M’drama  P-K-( 

Desire  to  Live  ( . . ) 

|l^  Drama  FA 

False  Rapture  ( . . ) 

Otto  Kruger 

[HI  Western  P-R-C 

Riders  of  Black 

Mountain  ( . . ) 

Tim  McCoy 

[g  Com.  Dr.  FA 

Let  George  Do  It 

(.  .) 

g Mystery  P-R-C 

Marked  Men  (66) 

Warren  Hull 

g All-Col'd  IMDDC 

M'hile  Thousands 

Cheer  ( . . ) 

Kenny  Washington 

|l^  Western  P-R-C 

.\rizona  Gang 

Busters  (60) 

Tim  McCoy 

g Western  P-R-C 

Billy  the  Kid  In 

Texas  ( . . ) 

Bob  Steele 

Co.  Mys.  P-R-C 

Devil  Bat  (..) 

1^  All-Col’d  MDDC 

Four  Shall  Die  ( . . ) 

1^  Western  P-R-C 

Riders  of  Black 

Mountain  ( . . ) 

Tim  McCoy 

MISCEL. 

Dennis  Morgan 

Elizabeth  Earl 

R — Aug.  24 

Drama  WB417 
Money  and  the 

Woman  (65) 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

Brenda  Marshall 

R — Aug.  17 

^ Act.  Dr.  WB412 

Flowing  Geld  (81) 

Pat  O'Brien 

John  Garfield 
Frances  Farmer 

R — Aug.  31 

[31]  Drama  4VB401 

Sea  Hawk,  The 

(125) 

Errol  Flynn 

Brenda  Marshall 

R— July  27 

g Com.  Drama 

Calling  All  Hus- 

bands (58) 

George  Tobias 

R — Sept.  21 

[14]  Comedy 

No  Time  for  Com- 

edy (92) 

James  Stewart 

Rosalind  Russell 

R — Sept.  14 

Drama 

City  for  Conciuest 

(104) 

James  Cagney 

Ann  Sheridan 

R — Sept.  14 

g Drama 

Knute  Rookne,  All 

American  ( . . ) 

Pat  O’Brien 

g Comedy 

Father  Is  a Prince 

Grant  Mitchell 

Hist.  Drama 

Dispatch  from  Reu- 

ters (89) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

R— Sept.  28 

g Com.  Drama 

’Tugboat  Annie  ( . . ) 

Marjorie  Rambeau 

Alan  Hale 

[Y|  Drama 

Lady  AVith  Red 

Hair  ( . . ) 

Miriam  Hopkins 

g Comedy 

Always  a Bride  ( . . ) 

Rosemary  Lane 

WARNER-F.  N. 

(72)  R— July  20 

Allan  Jones 

Martha  Raye 

g Com.  with  Mus. 
irgentine  Nights 
(73)  R — Sept.  7 

Riiz  Bros. 

Andrews  Sisters 

g Com.  Drama 

Hired  Wife  (96) 

R — Sept.  14 

g Melodrama  5051 

Leather  Pushers 

(64)  R — Sept.  7 
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Melodrama  5046 

Fugitive,  Tlie  (76) 

R — July  6 

1^  Mus.  Comedy 

Spring  Parade  (89) 

R— Oct.  5 

[7]  Drama 

Diamond  Frontier 

(71) 

Victor  McLaglen 

R— Oct.  5 

g Melodrama 

A Little  Bit  of 

Heaven  ( . . ) 

Gloria  Jean 

Helen  Parrish 
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g Drama 

even  JSinners  ( . . ) 

Marlene  Dietrich 

John  Wayne 

1 d 

TP  5 

^ <i>  ^ 

. 0 s c 

X ^ 0)  c(j  X 

2 ‘7 

o 

O 3 

C t,  X 2 Th.  ^ 

C3  ^ 

o - 

7]  Comedy 

I'iienian,  Save  My 

Child  ( . . ) 

7]  Western  5063 

A'ony  Post  ( . . ) 

UNIVERSAL 

'(86)  R— Aug.  10 
Victor  Mature 

Louise  Platt 

[m  Drama 

Foreigrn  Correspon- 
dent (120) 

Joel  McCrea 

Laraine  Day 

R — Sept.  7 

|30]  Action  Drama 

Kit  Carson  (97) 

Jon  Hall 

Lynn  Bari 

R— Sept.  7 

[13]  Drama 

Pastor  Hall  (94) 
■Nova  Pilbeam 

R — Aug.  3 

g Act.  Drama 

The  AVesterner  (99) 
Gary  Cooper 

R — May  25 
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g Drama 

Son  of  Monte  Cristo 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

nue  A (73) 

Jane  Withers 

Kent  Taylor 

R — Aug.  10 

|J|]  Melodrama  103 
©Return  of  Frank 
James  (92) 

Henry  Fonda 
dene  Tierney 

R— Aug.  17 

Drama  106 

Pier  13  (66) 

Lynn  Bari 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Aug.  17 

1^  Comedy  109 

Toung  Feople  (79) 
Shirley  Temple 

Jack  Oakie 

R— July  20 

|~^  Melodrama  llfl 

Charlie  Chan  at  the 
Wax  jMuseum  (63) 
Sidney  Toler 

R — Aug.  3 

Comedy  103 

Ll.sa  Maxwell's  Pub- 
lic Deb  No.  1 (80) 

George  Murphy 
Brenda  Joyce 

R — Aug.  31 

Drama  116 

Vesterda.v’s  Heroes 

(66) 

Robert  Sterling 

Jean  Rogers 

1 — Sept.  21 

Drama  107 

Jrigham  Young — 
Frontiersman 

(113)  R — Aug.  31 
Tyrone  Power 

Linda  Darnell 

[4]  Act.  Drama  108 

Ga.v  Caballero, 

The  (61) 

Cesar  Romero 

R — Sept.  28 

[H]  Comedy  111 

the  Great  Profile 

(71) 

John  Barrymore 

R — Aug.  24 

g Drama  114 

Slight  Train  (..) 

Margaret  Lockwood 

Itex  Harrison 
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g Melodrama  117 

Mark  of  Zorro  ( - . ) 

Tyrone  Power 

Linda  Darnell 
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^ Drama  041 

Stranger  on  the 
Third  Floor  ( . . ) 

R — Sept.  7 

Propaganda  17J 
Ramparts  W e Watch 
(87)  R — July  27 

Drama  043 

Wildcat  Bus  (63) 

F.  Wray  R-Aug.  24 

Comedy  046 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance 
(87)  R— Aug.  31 

|30|  Drama  038 

Lucky  Partners  (107 
R.Colman  R-Aug.  24 

[y|  Act.  Drama  101 
.tlen  Against  the  Sky 
(74)  R — Aug.  31 

Richard  Dix 

Wendy  Barrie 
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g Comedy  106 

xoo  Many  Girls  (..) 
ivucille  Ball 

Richard  Carlson 

g Melodrama  107 

..litidie  (69) 

rim  Holt 

Virginia  Gilmore 

; — Sept.  21 
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[Y]  Comedy  109 

_»i*  Abner  ( . . ) 

Granville  Owens 

71  Drama  110 

Little  Men  ( . . ) 

Kay  Francis 

Jack  Oakie 

RKO  RADIO 

s' 

K 

1 

Hot  (70)  ’ 

Johnny  Downs 

Ruth  Terry 

R — Aug.  3 

m Western  071 

I'ulsa  Kid  (57) 

Don  “Red”  Barry 

R — Aug.  3 

g Western  069 

Dkla.  Renegades 
(57)  R — Sept.  14 

Comedy  924 

Earl  of  Puddiestone 
(67)  R — Aug.  24 

3 

"o 

0 

c '*■ 

£ t- 

•H  Aj 

^ ^ 

£ 

p:  5 bi 

I — 1[2  ^ S 1 

111]  Melodrama  017 
mill  From  Havana 

(69) 

Dennis  O’Keefe 
riair  Carlton 

R — Sept  14 

Western  051 

Colorado  (57) 

[toy  Rogers 

R — Sept.  14 

Western  062 

glider  Texas  Sides 

(57) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Sept.  21 

[xi]  Mus.  Comedy 
.Melody  and  Moon- 
light (72) 

Jolinny  Downs 

Vera  Vague 

[x^  Western 

Frontier  Vengeance 

(.  .) 

^ Mus.  Comedy 
tilt  Parade  of  1941 

|7]  Western 

Y'oung  Bill  Hickok 

(69)  R — Oct.  5 

Roy  Rogers 

g Mystery 

AA'ho  Killed  Aunt 

Maggie?  (..) 

Wendy  Barrie 

John  Hubbard 

7]  Mus.  Comedy 

Friendly  Neighbors 

[7]  Western 

Trail  Blazers,  The 

Three  Mesquiteers 

REPUBLIC 

1 

(75)  R— Aug.  10 
Henry  Wilcoxon 
Carole  Landis 

[j^  Comery  3944 

Comin*  Round  the 
Mountain  (62) 

Bob  Burns 

Una  Merkel 

R — Aug.  17 

g Com.  Drama  3945 

The  Great  McGinty 

(82) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Muriel  Angelus 

R — July  27 

g Mus.  Com.  4001 
Rhythm  on  the 
River  (96) 

Bing  Crosby 

R — Aug.  24 

[20]  Drama  4002 

1 Want  a Divorce 

(97)  R— Aug.  17 
Dick  Powell 

Joan  Blondell 

1^  Melodrama  4003 
Rangers  of  Fortune 

(90) 

Fred  MacMurray 
Patricia  Morison 

R — Sept.  14 

7]  Pigskin  M’dr. 
Quarterback  (69) 
Wayne  Morris 

Lillian  Cornell 

R — Oct.  5 

g Drama 

Moon  Over  Burma 
|X8]  Drama 

Cherokee  Strijj  (8  4) 

R— Oct.  5 

s -2 

S X 

Q I 

"x  o ^ 

Oci 

|Y~|  Musical  1267 

Dancing  on  a Dime 

(64) 

Robert  Paige 

9 % 

1 55? 

© ^ 

© a 
^ ^ 

PARAMOUNT 

i 

Mys.  Drama  3913 

Laughing  at  Danger 
(62)  R — Aug.  10 

jjgj  Western  3958 
Arizona  Frontier 
(55)  R— Sept.  14 
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g Melodrama  4021 

mat  Gang  of  Mine 
(62) 

Bobby  Jordon 

R — Oct.  5 

g Melodrama  4001 

Tne  Ai>e  ( . . ) 

Boris  Karloff 

[7]  Act.  Drama  4022 

Drums  of  the  Desert 
|y|  Western 

Range  Busters 

No.  2 (55) 

g Com.  Drama 

OF  Swiininin’  Hole 

g Mystery 

Fliantom  of  China- 

town (..) 

Keye  Luke 

7]  Western 

Parson  of  Devil’s 

Gap  ( . . ) 

Drama 

<ji.>  ps.v  Cavalier  ( . . ) 

MONOGRAM 

a 

roJ  ^ 

I3  1 t- 
i|  ^ 0^ 

hJ  . 

?e®~c^ 

w“5&  1 

[l^  Comedy  49 

Holden  Fleecing  (68) 
Lew  Ayres 

Rita  Johnson 

R — Aug.  24 

g Drama  48 

Boom  Town  (119) 
Clark  Gable 

Spencer  Tracy 
Claudette  Colbert 

R — Aug.  10 

Drama  101 

Dr.  liildare  Goes 
Home  (78) 

Lew  Ayres 

R' — Sept.  7 

|l3]  Act.  Drama  102 

'.'.yomiiig  (85) 
Wallace  Beery 

Leo  Carlllo 

R— Sept.  14 

g Mus.  Com.  KM 
Haunted  Honey- 

moon (82) 

Robert  Montgomery 
R— Aug.  31 

|2^  Comedy  103 

Strike  L'p  the  Band 

(115) 

R — Sept.  21 

Mystery  103 

Ry  Jlurder  (72) 

R — Sept.  28 

g Comedy  100 

Dulcy  (64) 

Ann  Sothern 
tan  Hunter 

R — Oct.  6 

[ix]  Drama  107 

Third  Finger,  Left 
Hand  ( . . ) 

Melvyn  Douglas 
Myrna  Loy 

g Drama  108 

Fscai>e  ( . . ) 

Norma  Shearer 
Robert  Taylor 

g Comedy 

iiiillabaloo  ( . . ) 

Frank  Morgan 

Billie  Burlxe 
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Melodrama  1039 

The  Secret  Seven 
(62)  R— Aug.  24 

(l^  Western  2201 
Durango  Kid  (65) 

R — Sept.  7 

g Com.  Drama  1006 

He  Stayed  for 
Breakfast  (87) 
Loretta  Toung 

R — Aug.  13 

g Comedy  1022 

Five  Little  Peppers 
in  Trouble  (65) 
Edith  Fellows 

R — Sept.  7 

g Melodrama  2032 

Fugitive  From  Pris- 

on Camp  (59) 
g Melodrama  1024 

Before  I Hang  (62) 

g Drama  1001 

The  Howards  of 
Virginia  (112) 

Cary  Grant 

Martha  Scott 

R— Sept.  7 

g Melodrama  1040 

(jilainoiir  for  Sale 

(.  .) 

g Drama  1009 

Angels  Over  Broad- 
way ( . . ) 

g Western  2209 

Prairie  Schooners 
|~3]  Com.  Dr’ma  2018 

so  You  Won’t  Talk 
(67)  R — OcL  B 

|x^  Drama  2030 

Nobotly’s  Children 
(.  .) 

Edith  Fellows 

Billy  Lee 

g Drama 

Girls  Under  21  ( . . ) 

g Western 

West  of  Abilene  (56) 

H — Aug.  3 

Comedy 

Blondie  Plays  Cupid 
(.  .) 

Penny  Singleton 
Arthur  Lake 

COLUMBIA 

- 

AUG. 

10 

AUG. 

17 

AUG. 

24 

AUG. 

31 

SEPT. 

7 

SEPT. 

14 

SEPT. 

21 

SEPT. 

28 

OCT. 

5 

OCT. 

12 

OCT. 

19 

OCT. 

26 

NOV. 

2 

NOV. 

9 

Features  scheduled  for  release  beyond  dates  in  the  Booking  Chart 
are  listed  herein.  Kiinnhig  time,  as  fui'iiishe<l  by  home  office  of 
distributor,  follows  title.  As  local  conditions  such  as  censorship 
subject  this  to  change,  checkup  with  exchange  is  recommended. 


Pnid.  No,  Title 


Stars 


COLUMBIA 


Released  Reviewed 


SJn  tke  Making 

METRO 


Arizona  (..)  .Jean  Arthur,  William  Holden 

Beyond  the  Sacramento  Bill  Elliott  

. Blondie  Goes  Latin  ( . . ) Penny  Sing-leton 

Cimarron  Trail  (..) Bill  Elliott  

• Ellery  Queen  (..) Ralph  Bellamy,  Margaret  Lindsay 

Great  Plane  Robbery  (..) lack  Holt,  Vicki  Lester 

Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a Date  ( . . ) . Warren  AVUliams,  Frances  Robinson .... 

Ocean  Gold  ( . . ) 

Passage  West  (..) Pat  O’Brien,  Constance  Bennett 

Pinto  Kid.  The  (..) Charles  Starrett  

This  Thing  Called  Love  Rosalind  Russell,  MelvjTi  Douglas 

Thundering  Frontier  (57) Charles  .Starrett  


Nov. 

14 

Dec. 

31 

Nov. 

28 

Nov. 

14 

Nov. 

21 

Jan.  9, 

’41 

Deo. 

.5 

Sept.  21 


Come  lave  With  Me — James  Stewart,  Hedy  La- 
marr, Ian  Hunter,  Verree  Teasdale,  Gene  Lock- 
hart. Director:  Clarence  Brown.  Original:  Vir- 
ginia Van  Upp.  Patterson  McNutt.  (Starting) 
(Drama  of  foreign  refugees  from  European  war 
and  the  efforts  of  Americans  to  provide  homes 
tor  them  here). 

Gallant  .Sons — Jackie  Cooper,  Gene  Reynoids,  Ian 
Hunter,  Bonita  Granville,  Gail  Patrick,  William 
Tracy,  El  Brendel.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 
Producer:  Frederick  Stephani.  (Completed) 


M-G-M 


MONOGRAM 


.^Bittersweet  (..)  Jeanette  MacDonald,  Nelson  Eddy 

Go  West  Marx  Brothers,  Fynne  Carver 

lattle  Nellie  Kelly  (..) Judy  Garland,  George  Murphy 

Philadelphia  Story  ( . .)  .......  Katharine  Hepbnrn,  Cary  Grant.  . . 


PARAMOUNT 


Phantom  of  Chinatown — Keye  Luke,  Lotus  Long, 
Grant  Withers,  Huntley  Gordon,  John  Dilson. 
Director:  Phil  Rosen.  Producer:  Paul  Malvern. 
Original  Screenplay:  Joseph  West.  (Starting) 
(Initialer  in  a series  of  sleuth  melodramas  fea- 
turing Keye  Luke  as  a brash  young  Oriental 
hawkshaw). 


Aldrich  Family  in  Life  With 

Henry  (..)  Jackie  Cooper,  Hedda  Hopper 

1260.  .A  Night  at  Earl  Carroll’s  (..).l\pn  Murray,  Kose  Hobart., 

Doomed  Caravan  (..) William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden 

Love  Thy  Neighbor  (..) Jack  Benny,  Fred  Allen,  Mary  Martin.. 

1262.. North  West  Mounted  Police 

(,.)  Gar.v  CoO|>er,  Madeleine  Carroll 

Second  Chorus  (..) Fred  Astaire,  Paulette  Goddard 

......Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again  (..)John  Howard,  Ellen  Drew 

Three  Men  From  Texas  (70).. William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden.... 

1270.  .Victory  (..)  Frcdric  March,  Betty  Field...... 

©Virginia  (..)  Madeleine  Carroll,  Fred  MacMurray . . . . 


Jan.  31, 

•41 

Dec. 

6 

Jan.  24, 

•41 

Dee. 

27 

Nov. 

22 

Jan.  10, 

•41 

Dee. 

13 

Nov. 

15 

•Jan.  3, 

’41 

Jan.  17, 

’41 

REPUBLIC 


Sept.  14 


Bad  Man  From  Rio— Don  Barry,  Julie  Duncan, 
Ann  Pennington,  Arthur  Loft,  A1  St.  John.  Pro- 
ducer-Director: George  Sherman.  (Starting) 

(Western  action-melodrama). 

Meet  the  Missus — Roscoe  Karns,  Ruth  Donnelly, 
Polly  Moran,  Lois  Ranson.  Director:  Mai  St. 
Clair.  Producer:  Robert  North.  (Completed) 


REPUBLIC 


Meet  the  Missus  ( . . ) Roscoe  Karns  

Melody  Ranch  (..) Gene  Autry,  Jimmy  Durante 


RKO  RADIO 


Citizen  Kane  (.  ) .Orson  Welles  

Dr.  Christian  No.  1 (..) Jean  Hersholt  ...... 

.Fargo  Kid,  The  (..) Tim  Holt,  Jane  Drummond.... 

. Kitty  Foyle  ( . . ) .Ginger  Rogers  

• l.ee  Marcus  Production.. (title  later)  .... 

.Let’s  Find  a Song  (..) Bob  Crosby,  Elizal>eth  Risdon. 

.Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West  (..)Lupe  Velez,  I^eon  Errol........ 

.No,  No,  Nanette  ..Anna  Neagle  

.Show  Business  (..) Alan  Mowbray,  Frank  McBride 


20TH-FOX 


113.  .Bride  Wore  Crutches  (55) ...  .Lynne  Roberts,  Ted  North...... 

118. . Charter  Pilot  (••) Lynn  Bari,  Lloyd  Nolan 

Jenny  (..)  William  Henry,  Dorris  Bowdoii. 

115.  .Renegade,  The  (..) Paul  Muni  

102..  5treet  of  Memories  (70) l.,ynne  Roberts,  Guy  Kibbee 


RKO  RADIO 


Nov.  11 


Jan.  3, 

’41 

Nov, 

15 

Nov. 

22 

Nov. 

22 

Dec. 

20 

Dee. 

13 

Nov. 

29 

Dee. 

27 

Dee. 

0 

NOV.  22 


Nov.  29 
Nov.  15 


Three  Girls  and  a Gob — George  Murphy,  Lucille 
Ball,  Edmund  O’Brien,  Richard  Lane.  Direc- 
tor: Richard  Wallace.  Producer:  Harold  Lloyd. 
Original:  Grover  Jones.  Screenplay:  Frank  Ryan, 
Bert  Granet.  (Starting) 

(Comedy  of  navy  life). 

No,  No,  Nanette — Anna  Neagle,  Richard  Carlson, 
Helen  Broderick,  Roland  Young,  Victor  Mature, 
ZaSu  Pitts,  Billy  Gilbert.  Producer- Director : Her- 
bert Wilcox.  Original:  Vincent  Youmans,  Irving 
Caesar,  Otto  Harback.  Screenplay:  Ken  Eng- 
lund.  (Completed) 


UNITED  ARTISTS 


Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop — Martha  Scott,  William 
Gargan,  Dorothy  Peterson,  Sterling  Holloway, 
Edmund  Gwenn,  Donald  Douglas.  Director:  Tay 
Garnett.  Producer:  Richard  Rowland.  Original: 
Bess  Streeter  Aldrich.  (Starting) 

(Drama  of  a midwestern  school  ma’arm  based 
upon  a popular  novel). 


July  6 


UNIVERSAL 


UNITED  ARTISTS 


Great  Dictator,  The  (..) Charles  Chaplin,  Panlette  Goddard 

l.ong  Voyage  Home  (..) Thomas  Mitchell,  John  Wayne 

Road  Show  (..) Adolphe  Menjou,  Carole  Landis.... 


San  Francisco  Docks — Burgess  Meredith,  Irene 
Hervey,  Robert  Armstrong,  Raymond  Walburn. 
Director:  Arthur  Lubin.  Producer:  Marshall 
Grant.  Original  Screenplay:  Stanley  Rubin,  Ed- 
mund L.  Hartmann.  (Starting) 

(Melodrama  with  a waterfront  locale). 


UNIVERSAL 


Back  .Street  (..) Joan  Fontaine  

Bank  Dick,  The  (..) W.  C.  Fields  

.Caribbean  Holiday  (..) Virginia  Bruce,  Allan  Jones 

• Green  Hornet  Strikes  Again  Warren  Hull  

Invisible  Woman  (..) John  Barrymore,  Virginia  Bniee 

Margie  (58)  Miseha  Auer,  Nan  Grey,  Tom  Brown... 

Meet  the  Wildcat  (..) Ralph  Bellamy,  Margaret  Lindsay 

Streets  of  Cairo  (..) Sigrid  Gurie  


Nov. 

29 

Dec. 

27 

Nov. 

15 

Dec. 

24 

Dee. 

13 

Dee. 

6 

Nov. 

22 

Dee. 

20 

WARNER  BROS. 


.East  of  the  River  (. 
.Four  Mothers  (..).. 

. Honeymoon  for  Three 

. I^etter,  The  ( . . ) 

Santa  Fe  Trail  (..). 
.South  of  Suez  (..). 


) John  Garfied,  Brenda  Marshall Nov.  ,30 

Lane  Sisters  

(..)....  George  Brent,  Ann  Sheridan 

Bette  Davis,  Herbert  Marshall Nov.  23 

Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  de  Havilland 

George  Brent,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald....  Nov.  16 


“boxoftice  is  an  invaluable 
asset  to  our  business  and  we 
must  hove  our  own  copy  as  Mr. 
McNally's  is  his  personally  and 
has  nothing  to  do  with  this  of- 
fice." 


— J.  F.  CASS. 
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AN  INTERPRETATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  OPINIONS  DEDUCED  FROM 
THE  LANGUAGE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  PAPER  REVIEWS. 
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The  plus  and  minus  signs  indicate  the  degree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Where  our  compiler  is  unable  to  form 
any  opinion  from  the  review  the  sign  “o”  is  used.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review.  This  deijartment  serves  also  as  an 
Alphabetical  Index  to  feature  releases.  Listings  cover  reviews  appearing  by  the  Saturday  preceding  date  of  this  issue. 
It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  from  week  to  week.  The  meaning  of  the  various  signs  and  t'leir  combinations  is  as  follows: 

ttVery  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  ^Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor 

In  the  summary  -ff  Is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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A 

Alias  the  Deacon  (Univ) 

All  This,  and  Heaven  Too  (FN) 
Andy  Ilard.v  Meets  . 

Debutante  (M-G-M)  

Anne  of  Windy  Poplars  (RKO) 
An  Angel  From  Texas  (FN) . . 

Argentine  Nights  (Univ) 

Arizona  Frontier  (Rep)  

B 

Babies  for  Sale  (Col)i 

Bad  Man  From  Red  Butte 

(Dniv)  

Be.vond  Tomorrow  (RKO) 

Bill  of  Divorcement  (RKO)  . . . 

Biscuit  Eater,  The  (Para) 

Black  Diamonds  (Fniv) 

Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble 

(Col)  

Boom  Town  (M-G-M) 

Boys  From  Syracuse  (Dniv)... 

Boys  of  the  City  (Mono) 

Bride  Wore  Crutches  (20th-Fox) 
Brigham  Young — Frontiers- 
man (20th-Fox)  

Brother  Orchid  (WB) 

Buck  Benny  Rides  Again  (Para) 

c 

Calling  All  Husbands  (WB)  . . . 

Captain  Caution  (UA)  

Captain  Is  a Lady  (M-G-M) . . . 

Carolina  Moon  (Rep) 

Carson  City  Kid  (Rep) 

Chamber  of  Horrors  (Mono) . . . 
Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax 

Museum  (20th-rox)  

Chan’s  Murder  Cruise  (20- Fox) 

Christinas  in  July  (Para) 

City  for  Conquest  (WB) 

Code  of  the  Cactus  (SR) 

Colorado  (Rep)  

Cornin’  Round  the  Mountain 

(Para)  

Covered  Wagon  Da.vs  (Rep)  . . . 
Cowboy  From  Sundown  (Mono) 

Crooked  Road,  The  (Rep) 

Cross  Country  Romance  (RKO) 
Curtain  Call  (RKO) 

D 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO)  . . . 

Devil’s  Island  (WB) 

Dispatch  From  Reuters  (WB) 
Dr.  Christian  Meets  the 

Women  (RKO)  

Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home 

(M-G-M)  

Doctor  Takes  a Wife  (Col) .... 

Doomed  to  Die  (Mono) 

Dreaming  Out  Loud  (RKO)  . . . 

Dulcy  (M-G-M)  

Durango  Kid,  The  (Col) 
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Wild  Horse  Range  (Mono).... 

d: 

34-  3— 

Women  in  War  (Rep) 

4- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

+ 

4- 

8-f  1- 

Wyoming  (M-G-M)  

4- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

44 

4- 

4- 

9-f  1- 

Y 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20tli-rox) 

4- 

:± 

d: 

4- 

54-  3— 

Vou  Uan’t  Fool  Your  Wife 

(RKO)  

4- 

d: 

0 

4- 

Zf 

74-  6— 

Young  Bill  Hickok  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

24- 

Voting  People  (20th-Fox) 

4- 

+ 

4- 

n 

44 

4- 

4- 

+ 

10-f 

You’re  Not  So  Tough  (Univ)..*. 

zt 

— 

+ 

± 

0 

4- 

+ 

6-f  4— 

Youth  Will  Be  Served 

(20th-rox)  

+ 

4- 

— 

+ 

4-f  2— 

Yukon  Flight  (Mono) . 

4- 

2-f  1- 
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Numeral  is  production  number.  Kiinning:  time  follows  title.  First  date  is  national 
release,  second  the  date  of  review  in  BOXOFF'ICF:;  both  1910  unless  otherwise 
specified.  The  s.vmbol  between  the  dates  is  ratine:  from  the  UOXOFFICE  review: 
4+  Very  tfood,  + Good,  ± F'air,  Mediocre,  — Poor,  = Very  Poor.  4J  Indicates  short 
of  the  week.  © Indicates  Technicolor. 


Sho'ct5  ^hatt 


Prod.  Uel.  Kat- 

No.  Title  Date  ingr  Kev’d 


Columbia 

AI.G-STAIt  COMFiOIES 


143.5.  .Boobs  in  tlie  Woods  (17)  ..  5-31  = 7-22 

1438.  .Fireman  Save  My  Choo- 

Choo  (18)  8-9  + 8-31 

1437..  His  Bridal  F’ritrht  (10)...  7-12  

1432.. ]Money  Squawks  (17) 4-5  .... 

1431.  .Pardon  M.v  Berth  Marks 

(18)  3-22  -|-  3-l(i 

2421.  .Pleased  to  iMitt  You  (18)..  9-6  .... 

1421.  ..Skinny  the  Moocher  (lO'/i)  9-8  .... 

1434..  50.th  of  the  Boudoir  (18).  .5-17  ± 6-15 

2422..  .5.ook  SiK-aks,  The  (18)...  9-20  

1436.  .Taming:  of  the  Snood  (Ifi).  6-28  .... 

9437.  .Trouble  Finds  Andy 

Clyde  (18)  7-28  

1433..  You’re  Next  (17) 4-6  ± 7-22 

t INICSCOPES 

1974..  Berth  of  a tlueeii  (11) 3-15  rp  4-20 

1973 . .Fashion  Takes  a Holiday 

(11)  3-8  ± 3-16 

2971..  Hobby  Lobby  (..) 8-30  + 9-21 

2972.  .Industrial  Green  Island 

(10)  9-20  

1975.  .Odd  Vacations  (8*/^) 6-10  .... 

CULOli  KllAPSOUlFS 
(111  Teclinicolor) 

1508.  .Blai'kboard  Kevue  (7)....  3-15  .... 

1510..  Egg  Hunt,  Ihe  (7%) 5-31  p;  6-15 

1509.  .Greyhound  and  the  Xtabbit, 

The  4-19  -|-  4-27 

2502..  ©Mr.  Elepnaiit  Goes  to 

Town  (7‘/2)  10-4  

2501.  .Tangled  Television  (7(4)..  8-30  .... 

1512..  Timid  Pup,  The  (8) 8-  1 it  8-31 

1511..  Ye  Olde  Snap  Shoppe  (7*4)  6-28  .... 

COLLMBIA  TOUKS 
2551.  .Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 
la  Varre  Productions) 

(11)  8-16  

1558..  1.  the  Land  of  Pagodas 

(9)  6-14  

2653..  01.  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (10)  9-27  

1557 ..  Pleasure  bound  in  Canada 

(9)  5-17  

2552..  5.voy  in  the  Aliis  (La 

Varre  Production)  (10).  9-13  .... 

1556.  .Unveiling  Algeria  (9‘/.)  . . . 3-1-1-  4-20 

C05151UN1TY  SING 
1656.  .No.  6 (Aledley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28  

FABLES  CAKTOONS 

1754.  .Barnyai-d  Babies  (7(4)....  6-14  .... 

2751 . . L'amier  Tom  Thumb  (7)..  9-13  .... 

1755..  Pooch  Parade  (6) 7-19  .... 

1753.  .Practice  Makes  Perfect 

(6)  4-5  It  4-27 

PHANTASIES  CAKTOONS 

1705.. F’ish  Follies  (6) 5-10  .... 

1704..  Man  of  Tin  (6(4) 2-23  .... 

1706..  News  Oddities  (6) 7-19  .... 

1756.. Peeij  in  the  Deep,  A (6(4)  8-23  -1-  8-31 

1707..  5.hool  Boy  Dreams  (7)..  8-30  .... 

SCKEEN  SNAPSHOTS 
(Series  19) 

1856..  No.  6 (11) 2-23  -)-  3-16 

Art  in  Hollynood. 

1856..  No.  6 (10) 3-29  it  3-16 

Hollywood  Kecreatlons. 

1857..  No.  7 (10) 5-3  

Wardrobe  Designers. 

1858..  No.  8 (10) 6-7  .... 

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

1859..  No.  9 (10) 7-10  

Ken  Murray. 

1860..  No.  10  (9) 8-10  it  8-31 

Jack  Oalde. 

SPOKT  KEELS 

1809.  .Canvas  Capers  (11) 7-19  .... 

2801..  Master  of  Cue  With  Willie 

Hoppe  (10)  9-20  

1805.  .Koiighhouse  F'iesta  (10)..  3-8  .... 

1808..  5.ving  Strokes  With  Sam 

Snead  (10)  6-28  .... 

1807..  5.ort  of  Kings  (10) 5-24  it  7-6 

1806.  .Tomorrow’s  Stars  (10)....  4-19  -)-  4-27 

THKEE  .STOOGES  COMEDIES 

1406..  A ’Plumbing  We  Will  Go 

(18)  4-19 

2401..  Prom  Nurse  to  Worse  (17)  8-23  -f-  8-31 

1408..  How  High  Is  Up  (16) 7-16  = 8-3 

1407..  Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14  

1405.  .Kockin’  Through  the 

Kockies  (17)  3-8  it  3-16 

20TH  ANNIVEKSAKY  SNAPSHOTS 
2861.  .No.  1 (10) 9-6  

2862..  No.  2 (10) 10-18  

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
Series  2 

1904..  No.  4 (.Social  .Security) 

(10)  5-10  -I-  0-15 

1905..  No.  5 (The  Archives)  (11).  7-  4 -j-  8-3 

1906..  No.  6 (Our  Nat'l  Defense) 

(10)  8-.30  

Series  3 

2901..  No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10) 10-4  

BOXOFFICE  ::  October  5,  1940 


Trod.  Kel.  Rat- 

No.  Title  Date  ing  Rev’d 


M e tro-Goldwyn-M  ayer 

CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

P-  5., Buyers  Beware  (20) 8-17  +1  9-7 

P-  3.  . Jack  Pot  (19) 3-  9 ++  3-30 

P-  6.. Soak  the  Old  (20) ± 9-28 

P-815.. Think  First  (21) 9-9  .... 

P-  4..  Women  in  Hiding  (22)....  6-22  it  7-6 
FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

T-59.  .Calling  on  Colombia  (8)  . . 3-16  ip  4-27 
T-211.  .Capitol  City,  The — Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  (9) 8-31  (-|.  9-7 

Cavalcade  of  San  Fran- 
cisco (9)  ip  9-28 

T-61.. Modern  New  Orleans  (8)..  5-11  ^ 6-22 

T-58.  .Seattle,  Gateway  to  the 

Northwest  (9)  2-17  -)-  3-30 

r-60.  ..Sitka  and  Juneau  (9) 4-13  it  4-27 

T-02..Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9)....  6-  8 ip  6-8 
MINIATURES 

.Vl-78..Door  Will  Open,  A (11)..  3-  9 3-30 

M-79.  .Servants  of  Mankind  (9)..  5-11  -j-  6-8 

M-G-iM  CARTOONS 
(New  series) 

(Technicolor) 

W-  90.. Bookworm  Turns,  ’The 

(8)  7-20  -1-  8-31 

W-  85.. Home  on  the  Range  (9).  3-23  -j-  3-30 

W-  89..  Milky  Way,  The  (..) 6-22  -f  7-6 

Pajia  Gets  the  Bird  (8) ip  9-28 

W-  26.. Rainy  Day,  A (7) 4-20  .... 

W-  91.. Romeo  in  Rhythm  (8)....  8-10  it  9-7 

W-  87.. Swing  .Social  (8) 5-18  .... 

W-  88.  .Tom  Turkey  (7) 6-8  .... 

iVI-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  Twice  Weekly 
OUR  GANG  tOMFiDlES 

C-136..AI1  About  Hash  (11) 3-30  -)-  6-8 

C-135..Big  Premiere,  The  (10)...  3-9  ± 3-30 

C-138.  .Bubbling  'Troubles  (11)...  5-25  it  7-6 

C-291..Good  Bad  Boys  (11) 8-31  -j-  9-7 

C-137..New  Pupil,  The  (11) 4-27  qz  4-27 

PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

K-126.  .Baron  and  the  Rose,  The 

(11)  ++  9-28 

K-123 ..  Hidden  Master,  'The  (11) 

(.Sepia)  4-20  -|-  4-27 

K-124..Way  in  the  Wilderness, 

A (10)  (Sepia) 6-22  -|-  7-6 

K-122..XXX  Medico  (10)  (Sepia)  3-23  -(-  4-27 


PETE  smith  specialties 
S-llO.  .Cat  College  (9)  (Sepia)..  6-29  .... 

S-107 ..  Domineering  Male,  The 

(10)  3-30  f)  3-30 

8-113.  Football  Thrills  of  1939  (10)...  ||  9-28 

S-113.  .Please  Answer  (9) 8-24  ff  9-7 

S-108  . . Siiots  Before  Your  Eyes 

(10)  5-4  + 6-8 

S-106.  .Stiiffie  (11)  3-2  -)-  3-23 

S-109.  .What’s  Your  I.  ().’)  No.  2 

(9)  6-10  ± 7-6 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 

F-144.  .Home  Movies  (7) 2-17  -f  3-16 

SPECIAL 

X-151.  .yt©Flag  Speaks,  The  (19)  6-14  f)  5-  4 

Paramount 


COI.OR  CLASSICS 
(In  ’Technicolor) 

C9-3.  .Ants  in  the  Plants  (7)...  3-15  it  3-23 

C9-4..Kick  in  'Time,  A (7) 5-17  it  5-18 

C9-5.  .Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7)...  7-19  -|-  8-31 

C9-6.  .You  Can’t  Shoe  a Horse- 
fly (7)  8-23  -I-  8-24 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

K9-7.  .Pacifie  Paradise  (10) 6-21  .... 

HEADIJNEK 

A9-9.  .Blue  Barron  and  His 

Orchestra  (10)  6-31  -|-  6-22 

A9-7.  .George  OLseii  and  His 

Music  (10)  3-15  

A9-8..Have  You  Met  Y'vette  (10)  4-26  5-4 

Paul  Baron  and  Orch. 

A9-10.  . Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch. 

(11)  7-19  -I-  8-31 

PAKASIOUN'T  NEWS 
Released  'Twice  Weekly. 
PARAGRAPH  ICS 

V'9-9.  . Dangerous  Dollars  (11)..  6-28  .... 

V9-7..Not  So  Dumb  (10) 3-15  

V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

No.  2 (11) 8-  9 It  8-24 

V9-8.  . ^'Television  Preview  (10).  5-17  H 5-18 


(Lanny  Ross-Ted  Husing) 
POPEYE  CARTOONS 


E9-10.  .Doing  Impossikible  Stunts 

(7)  8-2  -I-  8-17 

E9-  3.. Females  Is  Fickle  (7) 3-8  ± 3-23 

F:9-  O.  Fightin’  Pals  (8) 7-12  f)  8-17 

F78-ll..It’s  the  Natural  'Thing  to 

Do  (7)  7-28  it  8-26 

F79-  5.. Me  Feelings  Is  Hurt  (7).  4-12  6-4 

F;9-  8.. Nurse  Mates  (7)  6-21  

E9-  6.. Onion  Pacific  (7) 5-24  + 6-22 

E9-12.  .Puttin’  on  the  Act  (7)...  8-30  -(-  8-24 


Prod. 

No. 

Title 

Rel. 

Date 

Rat- 

ing: 

Rev’d 

i*:9-  4. 

.Stcalin’  Ain’t  Honest  (7). 

3-22 

5-  4 

F79-11. 

.Wimmin’  Hadn’t  Oughta 

Drive  (7)  

8-16 

-1- 

8-24 

POPUI.AR  SCIENCF 

(In  Cinecolor) 

J9-5. 

.(10)  

-I- 

5-  4 

j9-r>. 

.(11)  

6-28 

GKAN'TLAND  RICE  SPORT- 

LIGHTS 

R9-10. 

.Blue  Streak  (10) 

4-19 

5-  4 

R9-  8. 

.lliiiiinn  Fish  (10) 

2-23 

-t- 

2-24 

R9-13. 

.Sink  or  Swim  (10) 

7-12 

R9-  9. 

.'Two  of  a Kind  (10) 

3-22 

3-23 

STONE  AGE  CAKTOONS 

B9-  5. 

Foul  Ball  Player,  The 

(7)  

5-24 

6-22 

B9-  9. 

Fulla  Bluff  Man,  The  (7)’. 

8-  9 

±. 

8 24 

B9-  3. 

.Granite  Hotel  (7) 

4-26 

5-18 

B9-10.  .Springtime  in  the  Rock- 

age  (7)  8-30  

B9-  6.  . Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 6-14  

B9-  2.. Way  Back  When  a Nag 

Was  Only  a Horse  (7)..  3-8  ti  3-23 
B9-  4.. Way  Back  When  a Night 

Club  W as  a Stick  (7) . . . 5-16  .... 

B9-  8 . . Way  Back  When  a Kazz- 

berry  Was  a FT-uit  (7)  . . 7-26  -|-  8-17 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 


(In  Color) 


L9-4.  .No.  4 

(10) 

3-29 

5-  4 

L9-5. 

.No.  5 

(10) 

5-18 

L9-6. 

.No.  6 

(11) 

8-  2 

8-17 

RKO  Radio 


DISNEY  CARTOONS 
(In  Technicolor) 


Big  Hearted  Pluto  (..)... 

1-24 

04,105.  .BiUiwsters  (8) 

5-17 

-h 

5-25 

04,107.. Bone  Trouble  (9) 

6-28 

04,108 ..  Donald’s  D<)g‘  Laundry  (8) 

5-  5 

5-25 

04,109 ..  Donald’s  Vaeation  (8)... 

8-  9 

++ 

8-10 

04,114.  .Fire  Chief  (..) 

11-22 

11-  1 

12-13 

04,106.. Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8).. 

6-  7 

04,112.  .Mr.  Mouse  Takes  a Trip 

(8)  

10-11 

Pantry  Pirate  ( . . ) 

1-  3 

04,110.  .Pluto’s  Dream  House  (8). 

8-30 

-1- 

9-21 

04,108 ..  Put-Put  Trouble  (7) 

7-19 

04,102.  .Riveter,  'The  (7) 

3-15 

04,104.  .'Tugboat  Mickey  (7) 

4-26 

5-25 

04,111 . . Window  Cleaners  (..).... 

9-20 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 

03,404.  .Mutiny  in  the  County  (17) 

5-  3 

13,401.. Sunk  by  the  Census  (18). 

9-  6 

9-21 

03,405.  .’Taint  Legal  (16) 

5-24 

LEON  ICKROL  COMEDIES 
03.704.  Bested  by  a Beard  (20)...  7-26 

13,701.. He  Asked  for  It  (18) 

9-27 

9-21 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

03,108.. No.  8 (18) 

3-15 

-1- 

3-16 

Canada  at  War. 

03,109..  No.  9 (19) 

4-12 

4-20 

America’s  Youth — 1940. 

03, 110.. No.  10  (19) 

5-10 

-1- 

5-18 

The  I’hilippines. 

03,111.. No.  11  (18) 

6-  7 

-1- 

6-22 

'The  U.  S.  Navy. 

03,112..  No.  12  (17) 

8-  2 

8-10 

Spoils  of  C<»nquest. 

03,113..  «No.  13  (20) 

8-24 

++ 

8-31 

Gateways  to  Panama. 

13,101..  No.  1 (19) 

9-13 

4+ 

9-21 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 

PATHE  INFORMATION  PLEASE 

04,207.. No.  7 (11) 

2-23 

++ 

3-16 

04,208..  No.  8 (10) 

3-22 

-h 

4-13 

04,209..  No.  9 (11) 

4-19 

4-27 

04,210..  No.  10  (11) 

5-17 

++ 

6-22 

04,211.. No.  11  (10) 

6-14 

(>-15 

04,212.  .yiNo.  12  (12) 

7-12 

-H- 

7-13 

04,213.. No.  13  (11) 

8-  9 

-t- 

8-10 

14,201..  No.  1 (11) 

9-16 

9-21 

PATHE  NEWS 
(Released  'Twice  Weekly) 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

03.205 ..  Goodness,  a Ghost  (16)...  7-5  .... 

Marriage-Go-Kound  (18)  ..  7-28  .... 

pathf:  spoktscope 

04.312.  .Arrow  Points  (8) 7-5  it  9-21 

04.309.  .Court  Favorites  (8) 5-12  -|-  4-27 

04.308 ..  F’l.vcasting  (9)  5-15  -|-  4-13 

04,311.  .^Hurdle  Hoppers  (9) 6-7  

04,307.  .Pennant  Chasers  (9) 2-16  f|.  3-16 

14,301.  .Quail  <luest  (9) 8-30  + *>-21 

04.310.  .Silent  Wings  (9) 6-10  -|-  6-22 

04,611.  .Streamlined  (9)  6-21  .... 

04.313.  .Trouble  Shooter  (9) 8-2  -|-  9-21 

PICTURE  PEOPLE 

14.401..  No.  1 (10) 9-13  It  9-21 

KAY  WH1T1.EY  WESTERNS 

(New  Series) 

03,504.  .Corralling  a Schoolmarm 

(20)  6-14  + 8-10 

03,503.  .Molly  Cures  a Cowboy  (19)  3-22  .... 
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Title 


Kel.  Uat- 
Uate  iiig:  Key’d 


WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


Troa. 

Nu. 


TUESDAY.  SEPTEMBER  24 
Movietone  News,  No.  5 

London  bombed;  Buckingham  Palace,  homes 
hit;  troops  on  march  in  Rumania;  Roosevelt  gets 
degree;  Willkie  on  coast;  J.  Edgar  Hoover  speaks 
to  American  Legion;  launch  largest  ferryboat  in 
Wisconsin;  football  in  Texas;  motorboat  races; 
horseracing. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  203 
Kidnapped  boy  returns  home;  bombs  hit  palace; 
Willkie  in  west;  Roosevelt  gets  honorary  degree; 
mobilize  National  Guard;  football. 

Paramount  News,  No.  8 
Legion  convenes  in  Boston;  war  in  Africa; 
Buckingham  Palace  hit  in  London  raid;  return 
kidnapped  boy;  Willkie  in  western  tour;  football. 
KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  8 
Willkie  in  California;  Roosevelt  gets  degree; 
palace  hit  in  London  raid;  General  Strong  gives 
war  report;  launch  largest  ferryboat;  unveil  Paul 
Revere  statue;  racing. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  913 
Air  raid  damage  in  England;  guardsmen  at 
camp;  Legion  convention  in  Boston;  launch  largest 
ferryboat;  Willkie  in  Los  Angeles;  Roosevelt  in 
Philadelphia;  racing. 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2(i 
3Iovietone  News,  No.  6 

Legion  in  Boston;  kidnap  victim  home;  First 


gun  plant  speeds  work;  Elliott  Roosevelt  in  army; 
fast  plane  in  trials;  fashions  for  children;  foot- 
ball; Japanese  shark  fishing;  fox  hunting  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  204 
Kidnapped  child  returned;  Willkie  in  Seattle; 
refugee  British  children  in  Canada;  volunteers 
rush  into  army;  Elliott  Roosevelt  inducted  into 
army;  American  Legion  in  Boston;  baby  born  to 
the  Fred  Suites;  lace  fashions;  Lucky  Teeter  thrills 
country  fair  crowds. 

Paramount  News,  No.  9 
Mexican  Army  in  parade;  r'red  Snite,  paralysis 
victim,  a father;  Elliott  Itoosevelt  in  army;  lilm 
colony  elephants  bathe  in  Pacitic;  kidnapped  boy 
home;  Legion  in  Boston;  Canada  receives  child 
reiugees  from  England;  Willkie  in  Oregon;  Roose- 
velt m Washington. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  9 
Legion  in  Boston;  kidnapped  boy  returned  to 
parents;  Willkie  m west;  international  police  in 
Slianghai;  the  Pendleton  Roundup  in  Oregon;  new 
lire  window  resists  intense  heat;  sinking  of  child- 
laden refugee  ship  (iOO  miles  from  shore. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  914 
Legion  parade,  Boston;  National  Guard  off  to 
camp;  test  new  plane  on  coast;  kidnapped  child 
liome;  Elliott  Roosevelt  in  army;  show  Paris 
lashions  in  New  lork;  Chile  shows  armed  forces; 
model  airplane  contest;  polo  on  Long  island;  Pen- 


Lord 

of  Admiralty  thanks  U. 

S.  for 

aid ; 

Colt 

uleton  Koundup  in  Uregon. 

Trod. 

Kel. 

Rat- 

Tiod. 

Rel. 

liat- 

No. 

Title 

Date 

ing: 

Key’d 

No.  Title 

Date 

ing 

Rev’d 

REELISMS 

4360.  .No.  75  (9) 

-H 

4-27 

(New  Series) 

4381.  . Jso.  78  (9) 

+ 

5-11 

04,609 

. .Air  Army  (9) 

. . . 4-26 

++ 

4-27 

.^O.  77  (9) 

5-37 

8-33 

0 4,(>13 

. .Hats  (9)  

. . . 8-16 

4383..  JNo.  78  (9> 

8-17 

04,607, 

..Navajo  Laud  (10) 

. . . 3-1 

+ 

2-  3 

4364.. No.  79  (9) 

+ 

8-  3 

04,608 

..Siege  (10)  

■H- 

2-24 

4360.  .No.  80  (OVa) 

04,610, 

..Stray  Lamb  (8) 

. . . 5-24 

-f- 

6-15 

5351.. No.  81  (9) 

— 

9-21 

04,611 

..streamlined  (9)  

8-10 

53o;i..>0.  83  <9> 

04,612 

..Week  End  (9) 

5353.  .No.  83  ( . .) 

++ 

+ 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVEMTJKJSS  OF  A NEWS  CAMERAMAN 
0301.  .Conquering-  the  Colorado 

(11)  8-18 

0204 . .Sanctuary  of  the  Seals  (9)  6-  7 
ED  TIIOKGEKSEN— SPORTS 

0306..  Action  on  lee  (9) 7-19 

0304.  .^©Following  the  Hounds 

(10)  3-1 

0305..  0ver  the  Seven  Seas  (10)..  4-26 
1301 . .01'aeation  Time  in  Florida 

(8)  8-10 

FATHER  HUBU.\KD’S  ALASKAN 
ADVENTCKES 

0107 . .Climbing  the  Spirit’s  Home 


SPECIAL  TWO  KEELERS 


8-19 

6-22 


-1-  6-8 
± 8-17 


5110. 

.Swing  With  Bing  (19) 
STRANGER  TH.AN 

9-4 

ncTiois 

8-  3 

4378. 

.>’0,  73 

(9) 

+ 

3-30 

43i9. 

.No.  74 

(SYa) 

+ 

4-27 

4380. 

No.  75 

(9) 

4-27 

4381. 

.>io.  78 

(9) 

+ 

5-11 

4383. 

.No.  77 

(9) 

....  5-30 

8-33 

4383. 

.No.  78 

(9) 

8-10 

6-22 

4384. 

.No.  79 

(9) 

7-27 

4385. 

.fs’o.  80 

(9) 

+ 

7-27 

u>37 1 . 

.No.  81 

. (9) 

9-16 

+ 

9-21 

(10) 
1101 . .Eskimo 


0603. 


0604. 


Trails  (10) 

FASHIONS 
(In  Teehnicolor) 
Fashion  Forecasts  No.  7 
(8) 


5-10 
8-  2 


6-21 


3-30 

8-17 


Fashion  Forecasts  No.  8 

(8)  6-21 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 
LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE  PUSS 
PARADE 

0404.  .Cheerio  My  Dears  (9)....  7-  5 
1401.  .Grunters  and  Groaners  (8). 

0403..  Labor  Savers  (9) 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 

1102.  .(JfFlorida,  Land  of  Flowers 
(9)  

0106..  Flying  Stewardess  (10)... 

1018..  1.le  of  the  East  (9) 

TERRY-TOONS 

0510  . All’s  IVell  That  Ends  Well 
(7)  

1551.. @BllIy  Mou.se’s  Akwakade 

(7)  

0.559.  .Catnip  Capers  (7) 

0509.  .Hare  and  Hounds  (7) 

0511..  1.  Must  Be  Love  (7) 

05.58..  ©Just  a Little  Bull  (7).. 

0.517.. Love  in  a Cottage  (7).... 

0.557.. Much  Ado  About  Nothing 

(7)  

0ol4.  .Professor  Offkeyski  (7) . . . . 

0515.  .Rover's  Rescue  (7) 

0516..  Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 

0513..  5.iss  Ski  Yodelers  (7).... 


Universal 


8-30 

+ 

8-17 

4110. 

4-12 

4330. 

CARPET 

4229. 

9-13 

8-17 

3-15 

4232. 

5-24 

+ 

6-  8 

3-  8 

+ 

3-30 

8-  9 

8-17 

5-31 
2-23 
5-  5 

++ 

6-22 

4-19 

5106. 

7-28 

5107. 

6301. 

3-22 

+ 

3-30 

6202 

6-14 

6-  8 

6-28 

7-12 

5108. 

5-17 

+ 

^ 8 

4008. 

5109. 

LANTZ  CARTCNES 
(Technicolor) 

4267.  .Adventures  of  Tom  Thumb 

jr.  (9)  3-4 

5241.  .Crazyhouse  (..)  9-9 

4268..  100  Pigmies  and  Andy 

Panda  (7)  4-22 

going  places  math 

GRAHAM  McNAMEE 

4358..  No.  73  (8) 2-26 

4359..  No.  74  (9) 3-18 


-f-  4-13 


3- 30 

4- 27 


5372..  No.  82  (9) 10-  7 

0373.  .No.  83  (.  .) 11-  4 

TWO  KEEL  MUSICALS 

5221..  Class  in  .Suing  (..) 9-25 

Congamania  (..)  10-23 

Jose  Cansino  Dancers, 

Eddie  Durant  & Orch. 

4228.. Folies  Parisienne  (18) 4-17 

Harry  Statlord-Leon  Belasco. 

4231 ..  Hawaiian  Rhytlnn  (17)....  7-17 

Harry  Ouens  and  His 
Royal  Hawaiians. 

4233 . . 1 Dream  of  Jeanie  With  the 

Light  Broun  Hair  (17)  . 8-28 
4227.  .International  Revels  (17).  3-13 
William  G.  Sabbot, 

Janet  Collins. 

March  of  Freedom  (21)...  9-  6 
■ Naughty  Nineties  (18) ....  6-17 
.Swingin’  in  the  Barn  (19).  5-15 
Texas  Jim  Lewis  and 
His  Band. 

.Varsity  Vanities  {llVs) 

Six  Hits  and  a Miss, 

Martha  Tilton. 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 

Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 
.Alex  in  Wonderland  (20) 

.Double  or  Nothing  (20). 

. Down  on  the  Farm  ( . . ) . 

Ed  Sullivan’s  Hollywood 

(..)  

. .Just  a Cute  Kid  (..)... 

Public  Jitterbug  No.  1 (19)  5-  4 
.Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride  (20)..  9-  9 
• OSpills  for  Thrills  (19)..  6-15 
5110.  .Young  America  Flies  (20).  8-  3 
THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

California  Thoroughbreds 

(..)  

5410.  .Famous  Movie  Dogs  (10). 

5407.  .Gun  Dog’s  Life  (10) 

.5405.  .Mechanix  Illustrated 

No.  3 (10)  

5408.  .Mechanix  Illustrated 

No.  4 (10)  

5406..  Men  Wanted  (10) 


4-20 

7-27 


9-21 

4-13 


7-  6 
6-22 


8-7-1-  8-3 


. 3-  9 
. 4-20 
.10-  5 

.11-16 
.10-  5 


-H- 


9-21 


6-  8 

-t- 

6-22 

8-34 

■H- 

8-34 

3-16 

+ 

4-13 

7-  6 

++ 

7-  6 

11-30 

5-18 

10-12 

3-13 

11-  2 

5-18 

s 

+ 

5-18 

3-23 

2-17 

3-  2 

-H 

2-io 

6-22 

3-30 


5706.. All  Girl  Revue  (10) 

.5704.. No  Parking  (10) 

5705.  .Radio  and  Relatives  (10). 


6-22 

3-30 

5-25 


Serials 


2-10 


8-  3 


1180 


973 


972 


081 


7-27 

-f- 

8-17 

5-11 

+ 

5-18 

5681 

2-17 

+ 

2-10 

5581 

6-29 

+ 

6-15 

3-23 

-H- 

4-13 

COLUMBIA 

. . Deadwood  Dick  7-19 

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug' 
las,  Lorna  Gray. 

1161-75.  .Terry  and  the  Pirates  .. 

15  Chapters.  William 
Tracy-Granville  Owens. 

REPUBLIC 

. .Adventures  of  Red  Ryder.  6-15 
Don  “Red”  Barry. 

..Drums  of  Fu  Manehu. 

15  Chapters.  Henry 
Brandon,  Luana  Walters. 

. .King  of  the  Royal 

Mounted  9-20 

12  Chapters.  Allan  Lane. 

UNIVERSAL 
4881-92.  .Flash  Gordon  Conquers 

the  Universe  4- 

Larr.v  (Buster)  Crabbe. 

..Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24 

1.5  Chapters.  Warren  Hull. 

. .Junior  G-Men  9- 

12  Chapters.  Dead  End 
Kids,  Little  Tough  Guys. 

. . Winners  of  the  West 7- 

13  Chapters.  Diek  Fo- 
ran,  Anne  Nagel. 


8-24 
7-  6 


5410  . .Movie  Dog  Stars  (10) 8-17  

5409.  .\  alley.  The  (8)  7-20  + 7-6 

ELSA  JIAXIVELL’S  BLUE  RIBBON 
CO.MEDIES 

6101.  .Riding  Into  Society  (19)..  9-7  ± 8-31 

HOLLYWOOD  NOVELTY 

6301.  .Football  Thrills  (10) 9-28  

6302  . Shark  Hunting  (10) 11-9  

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 
6601.  .Calling  Dr.  Porky  (7) 9-21  .... 

5614 . . Cliewin’  Bruin,  The  (7).. 

5616.  .Patient  Porky  (7) 

5610.  .Pilgrim  Porky  (7) 

5615.  .Porky’s  Baseball  Broad- 

cast (7)  

6604 . .Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7). 

5612 ..  Porky’s  Poor  Fish  (7)... 

6602  . .Prehistoric  Porky  (7)  . . . 

5611..  51.p  Happy  Pappy  (7)... 

6603..  50.r  Puss  (7) 

5613..  You  Ought  to  Be  in 

Pictures  (7)  

MELODY  MASTERS 
.5.507 . . Carl  Hoff  & Orch.  ( 

5505.  .Coquettes,  The  (10). 

.5506..  Dave  Aj>ollon  & (Ircli.  (10) 

6503..  Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (..).  11-23 
(>502.. Joe  Reichman  & Orch. 

(10)  10-26 

5508..  Larry  Clinton  & Orch.  (10)  5-25 

6501..  Matty  Malneck  & Band 

(10)  9-14  -H- 

5.509..  0.zie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10).  6-29  44 

5510..  Woody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  7-27  

MEKKIE  MELODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

5326.  Bear’s  Tale,  The  (7) 4-13  -f  8-31 

6706.  .Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (..). 11-23 
5326.  . Ceiling  Hero  (7) 7-  6 

5321..  Circus  Today  (7) 

5315.  .Confederate  Honey  (7) 

5314 ..  Cross-Country  Detours  (7).  3-16  H- 

5323..  Egg  Collector  (7) 7-20 

5313.  .Elmer’s  Candid  Camera 

(7)  3-2 

5319..  Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  5-25  zt 

5325..  Ghost  M’anted  (7) 8-10 

6104..  Good  Night  Elmer  (7) 10-26 

5317 ..  Hardship  of  Miles  Stand- 

ish  (7)  4-27 

6703 . . Holiday  Highlights  ( 7 ) ...  10-12 

5322..  Little  Blabbermouse  (7)..  7-6  H 8-17 

6701..  Malibu  Beach  Party  (7)..  9-14  ± 9-7 

5318 ..  5.iffles  Takes  a Trip  (7).  5-11 

6702  . . Stagefright  (..)  9-28 

5320.  .Tom  Thumb  in  Trouble 

(7)  6-8  ± 

6705..  Wacky  Wild  Life  (..) 11-  9 

5324  . Wild  Hare,  A (7) 7-27 

SPORTS  PARADE 
(Color) 

6402..  Dogs  You  Seldom  See  (10). 11-  2 -f-  8-31 

6403 . . Diary  of  a Raeing  Pigeon 

(..)  11-30  

6401..  Fly  Fishing  (..) 9-21  

Football  Highlights  (10) -j- 

TECHNICOLOR 

5006 . .Cinderella’s  Feller  (20)...  6-1 

6001..  Flag  of  Humanity  (..)...  10-19 

5007..  Pony  Express  Days  (20)..  7-13  -)- 

5008.  .Serviee  With  the  Colors 

(20)  8-31 

5005 . . Singin’  Dude,  The  (20)...  4-6  ± 

5004 . . Teddy  the  Rough  Rider 

(19)  2-24  -f- 

SPECIALS  (Tech.) 

4403  Master’s  Touch,  The  (10).  2-18 

vitaphone  varieties 


8-31 

6- 15 

7-  6 

4-13 

2-10 


7-19 

7-27 

4-12 

4-20 

6-15 

+ 

6-  8 

3-15 

+ 

2-17 

9-20 

# 

8-24 

4-  9 

-H- 

2-24 

12-24 

11. 

9-  1 

+ 

8-  3 

’7-  2 

5 11 
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BOXOmCE  ; : October  5,  1940 


SSilS  buys  equipment,  theatres,  services 


^Uatlna  4jou5a 


• Classilied  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance.  Minimum  Sl.OO.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

FAliL  SPECIALS  in  new  and  recondi- 
tioned theatre  equipment.  Let  us  build 
your  new  theatre  or  remodel  your  present 
one.  Projectors,  sound,  chairs,  carpet, 
screens,  accessories.  WESTERN  THEA- 
TRE SUPPLY,  Omaha,  Neb. 

FLUORESCENT  LAMP  CHANNELS. 
Buy  them  from  the  maker.  Save  plenty. 
Argus,  Inc.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

PRICES  SLASHED  — EVERYTHING 
BRAND  NEW.  Ozonators,  $9.95;  2,000  Mis- 
print Tickets,  19c;  Pour  channel  coin- 
changers with  penny  chute,  $5.55;  impor- 
ted carbons,  9/13mm  or  10/14mm  com- 
binations, 100  pairs,  $3.95;  six  ampere 
mercury  vapor  rectifier  bulbs,  $1.98.  We 
equip  theatres  completely  at  ridiculously 
low  prices — trades  taken — time  payments. 
S.  O.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

HUNDREDS  OP  ITEMS  AT  CLOSE- 
OUT SACRIFICE  PRICES.  Good  chairs, 
75c;  double  unit  Dropkey  Simplex  ticket 
machine,  rebuilt,  $69.50;  Sound  screens, 
$9.50;  Projection  lenses,  $2.95;  Soimdheads, 
$9.95;  Amplifiers,  $9.95;  RCA  Speakers, 
$3.95;  Powers  projectors,  $39.50;  Portable 
35mm  Projectors,  Soundfilm,  $119.50;  Sim- 
plex intermittents,  $6.95;  Simplex  Mech- 
anisms, $79.50;  Strong  Arc-Lamps,  $67.50; 
Generators,  $39.50;  Rectifiers,  $24.50;  Maz- 
da Lamphouses,  $14.95;  Sound  Opticals, 
$4.95.  S.  O.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP., 
NEW  YORK. 

TWO  6B  POWERS  with  sound.  Charles 
Wolmlk,  3826  Pulaski,  Indiana  Harbor, 
Ind. 

ONE  PAIR  SIMPLEX  projectors  with 
complete  late  model  Western  Electric 
sound  system.  $1,000.  Scott-Ballantyne 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

FOR  SALE— Austin  Organ  complete.  3 
manual  56  stop,  all  electric  control  with 
electrical  blower  and  generator.  Organ 
used  only  a short  time.  Cost  originally 
$27,000.00.  Will  sell  at  sacrifice.  Address 
Kearse  Theatre,  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

FACTORY  RECONDITIONED  COM- 
PLETE SOUND  SYSTEMS  for  Simplex  or 
Powers  projectors.  $210.00  and  up.  Sound- 
heads,  amplifiers,  speakers.  Complete 
throughout.  Nothing  else  to  buy.  Write 
today  for  bargain  list.  Scott-Ballantyne 
Company,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

MAZDA  LAMP  AND  REGULATORS. 
Sacrifice  $75.00;  SVa  inch  lens,  $15.00. 
Both  excellent  condition.  Bill  Nidetch, 
Portage,  Pa. 


SEAT  RECOVERING  

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  unbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


HELP  WANTED 

WANTED — Experienced  operator.  RCA, 
Simplex.  Ralph  Lamed,  LaCrosse,  Kas. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST.  Now  available.  Ex- 
perienced, sober;  references;  reasonable 
salary.  Ivan  Bell,  Lineville,  Iowa. 


EXPERIENCED  PROJECTIONIST.  36, 
go  anywhere.  George  Lynch,  1801  Park, 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 


PROJECTIONIST.  12  years  experience. 
Sober,  reliable.  Appreciate  decent  job. 
P.  O.  Box  No.  246,  Terrell,  Texas. 


THEATRE  SUPPLY  AND  EQUIPMENT 
SALESMAN.  Ten  years  experience  in  sales 
and  installation  of  projection  equipment. 
B-1291,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


OPERATOR,  Maintenance ; fifteen 
years.  Prefer  small  town;  anywhere.  Ref- 
erences. Operator,  3257  Adams,  Chicago, 
111. 


PROJECTIONIST  - MANAGER  — Ten 
years  experience.  Small  town  theatres. 
Married,  reliable,  go  anywhere.  Best  ref- 
erences. 3210  Fannin,  Houston,  Texas. 


MR.  EXHIBITOR:  INVESTIGATE! 

REAL  MANAGER.  16  years  with  major 
circuit.  Displays,  signs,  exploitation,  pro- 
jectionist. Married.  Future  more  impor- 
tant than  salary.  B-1289,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  handy  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BINGO  CARDS 

Rock  Bottoin  Rrleot 
Box  No.  1276 

BOKOFFICE  MAGAZINE 
ABOA  E*  Nlfttfi  Si.  Kantat  Ctlyr  Mo. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


FOR  SALE — First  run  motion  picture 
theatre.  Approximately  1,000  seats.  Air 
cooled.  Presently  leased  to  National  Chain. 
P.  O.  Box  328,  Sheboygan,  Wis. 

SMALL  TOWN.  No  competition.  Large 
trade  territory.  Good  equipment.  Priced 
to  sell.  Laine  Robardey,  Ladonia,  Tex. 

RARE  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  LARGE 
PICTURE  SHOW.  One  thousand  students 
in  school;  good  oil  field  payroll;  no  show 
here.  Big  Drive-in  Corner  space,  large 
store  building  can  be  remodeled.  Special 
inducement  cash  price,  $2,000,  half  cash. 
O.  L.  Thompson,  Box  92,  Van,  Texas. 

THEATRE  — Agricultural  town,  eleven 
hundred;  Oklahoma.  Large  drawing  terri- 
tory. Pull  time  operated.  Price:  Forty- 
five  hundred.  B-1290,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

GOING  THEATRE — Factory  town;  rich 
farming  district.  Newly  equipped.  Pix 
Theatre,  Johnstown,  Colo. 

FOR  SALE — Texas  Theatre,  Seagonville, 
Texas.  Eighteen  miles  from  Dallas.  R.  Q. 
Coleman,  Matex  Theatre,  Mabank,  Texas. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANTED — Theatre  town  of  1,500  or 
more  without  competition.  Experienced 
theatre  man.  FTill  details,  first  letter. 
Box  275,  Pleasantville,  N.  J. 


SALESMEN  WANTED 


ARE  YOU  AN  EXPERIENCED  FILM 
SALESMAN?  Do  you  want  to  handle  an 
“exhibitor  preferred’’  product?  Splendid 
opportunity  now  open  for  limited  number 
of  good  men.  Wanted  immediately  to  rep- 
resent “another  source  of  supply’’  for  Com- 
ing Attractions  Preview  Trailers.  Company 
now  supplying  hundreds  of  important  in- 
dependents and  chain  theatres.  Write  R. 
E.  Fulham,  Sales  Manager,  Alexander  Pre- 
view Company,  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 


TRADE  STIMULANTS 

BRING  UP  your  kiddie  attendances. 
Write  for  details.  National  Sales  Co.,  1951 
Humboldt  Blvd.,  Chicago,  111. 


PRINTING 


LETTERHEADS  AND  ENVELOPES— 
500  sya^xll"  sheets  and  500  6%  envelopes, 
on  good  grade  white  bond  paper,  black  ink. 
Up  to  5 lines  of  type,  $4.95  postpaid.  Send 
copy  and  check  with  order.  Paul  Miller 
Printing  Co.,  4806  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


For  Results 
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THE  WISE  MONEY 
IS  ON  LEO  AGAINI 


As  showmen  sign,  contracts  for  the  New  Season  they  recall  with  happy  recollection  the  past 
summer  of  M-G-M  hits.  (For  instance  '‘Andy  Hardy  Meets  Deb’\"Mortal  Storm*\"New  Moon”, 
“J  Love  You  Again’*  and  the  sensational  "Boom  Town”  among  others).  The  New  Season  is  already 
ablaze  with  M-G^M  hits -“STRIKE  UP  THE  BAND”, “WYOMING”, “THIRD  FINGER, 
LEFT  HAND”  and  “ESCAPE”  are  just  a few  of  the  early  triumphs.  M-G-M  has  more 
pictures  completed  and  previewed  than  ever  before  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The  wise  boys 
are  again  enjoying  that  Friendly  Company  feeling! 
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ALL  RIGHT,  LETS  HAVE  IT 


Two  weeks  ago,  the  news  columns  reported  the 
plan  of  decree  signatories  to  invite  public  groups  to 
appraise  product  under  the  blocks  of  five  selling  ar- 
rangement. The  idea  was  to  pass  the  reactions  along 
to  the  exhibitor  before  the  salesman  arrived  so  that  the 
man  running  the  theatre,  in  this  fashion,  might  have 
established  for  him  a sort  of  pre-buying  guide  insofar 
as  community  choice  might  be  concerned. 

At  the  same  time  a spokesman  for  one  of  the  "Big  5" — 
and  he  is  an  authoritative  individual — launched  into  a 
rather  extended  defense  of  the  proposed  selLng  system 
and,  in  the  doing,  directed  the  barrel  of  his  howitzer  in 
the  full  face  of  some  theatremen.  Specifically,  with  this: 

"The  exhibitor  squawks  about  groups  of  five,  most  likely, 
ore  from  those  who  have  been  the  fortunate  ones  and  under- 
paid and  now  fear  that  on  the  new  basis  they  might  have  to 
pay  what  the  pictures  are  worth.  This,  however,  does  not 
represent  a large  class  of  exhibitors. 

"The  only  legitimate  squawk  an  exhibitor  can  hove  on  the 
new  distribution  method  is  that  he  can  no  longer  take  a 10- 
month  holiday  following  six  or  eight  weeks  spent  on  buying 
for  the  year.  What  he  will  have  to  do  now  is  to  run  his  busi- 
ness like  every  other  business.  He  will  have  to  be  on  the  job 
52  weeks  a year;  he  will  have  to  look  at  product  before  buy- 
ing, negotiate  for  its  purchase  and  when  that  is  all  over  he 
will  repeat  it  again  and  again." 

These  shell  bursts  have  ricocheted  from  widely  sepa- 
rated sections  of  the  country  in  letters  to  the  editor. 
Their  full  content  is  published  elsewhere  in  this  issue, 
but,  with  your  indulgence,  what  follows  is  a brief  dis- 
cussion of  several  of  the  hot  shots  hurled  indignantly 
and  squarely  at  this  commentator's  head. 

Robert  Wilby,  one  of  the  south's  outstanding  show- 
men, for  instance,  is  angry  but  not  quite  so  warm  under 
the  collar  as  several  others.  His  letter  reveals  that. 

In  a sizzling  communication,  however,  A.  West  John- 
son, president  of  World  Attractions  Company,  which  op- 
erates the  Heilig  Theatre  at  Eugene,  Oregon,  views  it  as 
"unethical  and  almost  unbelievable  that  BOXOFFICE 
would  print  his  [the  spokesman's]  statements  without  in- 
sisting that  the  source  be  revealed."  And  this: 

"Purporting  to  be  an  exhibitor  magazine,  BOXOFFICE  has 
struck  a knife  of  perfidy  in  the  back  of  the  very  man  who 
supports  it,  the  exhibitor.  If  the  man  who  made  those  state- 
ments is  responsible  enough  to  make  them,  it  seems  to  follow 
surely  that  he  is  responsible  enough  to  back  them  up.  I in- 
sist that  BOXOFFICE  print  the  name  of  the  person  quoted 
in  this  article,  or  suffer  the  fate  of  being  regarded  as  a tool 
in  the  pay  of  the  'Big  5'." 

Here's  where  we  come  in. 

The  source  of  a news  story  is  never  divulged  unless 
that  source  grants  his  permission.  This,  of  course,  is  a 


cardinal  precept  in  publishing,  widely  known  and  gen- 
erally accepted  through  long  practice. 

The  spokesman  under  attack  was  entitled  to  publica- 
tion of  his  viewpoint  precisely  os  the  protesting  corre- 
spondent now  gets  his.  It  so  happens  that,  in  this  case, 
anonymity  was  requested  and  granted,  or  this  exposition 
of  a major  company  attitude  lost.  This  publication  de- 
cided quickly  and  correctly  it  was  far  more  essential 
to  get  this  opinion  before  the  exhibitors  of  the  country 
than  to  pass  it  up  because  the  highly-placed  informant 
declined  to  have  his  name  used.  Johnson  may  not  do  it. 
He  may  not  even  know  of  it,  but  some  of  his  brother 
exhibitors  regularly  register  complaints  across  this  desk 
yet  refuse  their  names  in  connection  with  them. 

In  fact,  the  points  under  barrage  can  hardly  be  limited 
to  the  current  instance.  Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel 
for  Allied,  said  this  in  Atlantic  City: 

"No  one  likes  an  upset  in  his  routine  or  habits;  persons  ac- 
customed to  taking  it  easy  do  not  like  to  be  suddenly  called 
back  to  work.  The  five-block  plan  will  work  a hardship  on 
the  exhibitor  who  likes  to  buy  his  pictures  in  the  fall  and  then 
turn  his  theatre  over  to  his  manager  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  It  will  be  bad  news  for  the  exhibitor  who  likes  to  spend 
his  time  at  the  broker's  office  instead  of  in  his  theatre.  But 
to  the  exhibitor  who  devotes  his  entire  time  and  energy  to  his 
business,  who  is  competent  to  match  wits  with  all  comers,  the 
outlook  may  not  be  so  dork  as  it  has  been  painted." 

Let's  be  logical  about  this.  If,  by  the  unnamed  com- 
ment, BOXOFFICE  must  "suffer  the  fate  of  being  re- 
garded as  a tool  in  the  pay  of  the  'Big  5,'  " then  by  the 
Myers  comment  and  through  Johnson's  reasoning,  this 
paper  also  must  be  on  the  payroll  of  the  "Big  5's"  most 
consistent  adversary.  Yet,  BOXOFFICE  remains  com- 
pletely unruffled  and  undisturbed.  It  has  its  record  to 
fall  back  upon. 

However,  it  is  Ben  Levin  of  the  General  Theatrical 
Company  of  San  Francisco  who  enters  the  scene  with  a 
constructive  suggestion,  not  merely  an  indignant  re- 
action. He,  too,  wants  the  spokesman  and  the  cause  of 
this  all  designated  by  name.  And  he,  too,  is  on  the 
fists-up  side.  But  he  also  suggests  this: 

"An  intelligent  discussion  in  open  debate  on  the  false 
and  belittling  remarks  made  in  this  article  would  bring 
a lot  of  things  to  light.  Let's  have  it.'' 

All  right,  then.  By  all  means,  let's  hove  it. 


WANT  ALL  TRUST  SUITS  SETTLEU,  THEATRE 
RIGHTS  OUTLINEU  BEFORE  SIGNING  DECREE 


Current  Contempt  Coses 
Also  Up;  Meetings 
Will  Continue 


Hope  to  Start  Arbitration 
On  Clearance  by  January  1 


By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — Sources  close  to  the  nego- 
tiations reveal  that  the  “Big  5”  are  insist- 
ing the  government  settle  via  the  con- 
sent decree  route  all  pending  anti-trust 
actions  against  them  or  their  affiliates  in 
the  various  courts  around  the  country  and 
will  not  sign  a master  consent  decree  until 
an  agreement  is  definitely  reached  on  this 
and  other  points.  Pending  this,  pens  are 
poised  to  finalize  the  document. 

However,  the  go-ahead  is  understood  to 
hinge  on  the  government’s  agreement  to 
dismiss  whatever  other  anti-trust  suits 
may  be  pending  around  the  country, 
among  other  points. 

That  the  government  is  willing  to  go 
along  on  this  plan  has  been  indicated,  but 
whether  the  suits  will  be  withdrawn  “with 
or  without  prejudice’’  remains  the  issue 
upon  which  all  negotiators  cannot  settle. 
It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  depart- 
ment of  justice,  which  instituted  the  ac- 
tions against  Schine  in  Buffalo;  Crescent 
in  Nashville  and  the  Griffiths  in  Oklahoma 
City  is  firm  in  its  demand  that  the  suits 
be  cleared  but  “without  prejudice’’  so  that 
in  the  event  it  wishes  to  revive  the  actions 
there  will  be  no  hitches.  The  “Big  5,”  it  is 
stated,  wants  the  suits  settled  once  and 
for  all. 

It  is  further  understood  some  question 
has  arisen  as  to  the  pending  contempt  pro- 
ceedings in  Chicago  against  B&K  and  Fox 
West  Coast  in  Los  Angeles,  but  these  will 
fall  into  the  same  category  as  the  other 
three,  once  the  issue  is  settled. 

Not  Determining  Point 

The  failure  of  the  negotiators  to  get 
together  on  the  final  language  on  an 
agreement  covering  these  situations,  it  is 
emphasized,  is  not  the  determining  point 
of  whether  or  not  the  decree  will  be  signed. 
There  are  other  objections  raised  which 
fall  into  the  same  category. 

One  of  these  has  to  do  with  theatre  ac- 
quisitions and  new  building  by  the  five 
theatre-owning  companies.  According  to 
the  government,  these  sources  add,  the 
construction  of  a new  theatre  by  the 
majors  “must  be  a public  necessity”  rather 
than  to  protect  the  investments  of  the  cir- 
cuit involved.  It  is  also  stated  the  gov- 
ernment is  seeking  to  limit  acquisitions  of 
new  theatres  to  the  territories  in  which 
the  majors  now  operate.  This,  it  is  under- 
stood, is  being  contested  because  “future 
interests”  by  the  circuits  would  be  cur- 
tailed. 

Not  all  of  the  phases  on  arbitration  have 
yet  been  cleared  up,  it  is  learned,  with 
two  or  three  points  still  being  changed 
around  in  the  decree  itself.  However,  this 
will  not  affect  the  rules  and  regulations 
being  drafted  by  the  American  Arbitration 
Association. 

In  addition,  it  is  said,  there  are  several 
clauses  which  need  further  clarification  as 
to  language  before  the  presidents  of  the 
“Big  5”  will  affix  their  signatures  to  the 
decree. 

Observers  who  are  in  the  know  point 
out  it  is  a physical  impossibility  to  have 


(,  

Internal  Split  on 
Decree  Now  Rumored 

New  York — In  at  least  two  instances 
the  theatre  departments  of  major  com- 
panies are  reported  at  loggerheads  with 
the  distribution  department  on  the  ac- 
ceptability of  the  consent  decree. 

The  two  companies  are  said  to  be 
Warner  and  Paramount.  At  Loew's,  it  is 
held,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck  is  not  keen  for 
the  decree,  but  favors  it  because  it  will 
end  the  government's  suit,  and  possibly 
the  others  instituted  by  it  and  involving 
major  companies. 


the  final  decree  ready  for  Judge  Goddard 
by  Tuesday.  It  is  recalled  the  government 
asked  for  a short  postponement  despite  the 
court’s  offer  to  extend  the  date  for  sev- 
eral weeks. 

The  government’s  position  on  this,  ac- 
cording to  the  spokesman,  is  that,  while 
everything  points  to  a decree  being 
whipped  into  final  shape  shortly,  the  de- 
partment of  justice  wants  to  be  ready  to 
go  to  trial  immediately  in  the  event  some- 
thing unforeseen  happens  to  upset  the 
harmony  which  has  existed  between  the 
negotiators  up  to  now. 

The  probability  is  that  on  Tuesday,  J. 
Stephen  Doyle,  assistant  to  the  attorney 
general,  will  again  ask  for  a brief  delay 
and  report  progress. 

The  meeting  in  Washington  between  in- 
dustry leaders  and  the  government  on 
Tuesday,  it  is  understood,  will  be  followed 
by  another.  Spokesman  for  the  “Big  5” 
expressed  their  views  on  the  points  on 
which  there  is  no  final  agreement  and, 
in  turn,  learned  what  the  department  of 
justice  was  after.  The  meetings  now  un- 
der way  are  reported  designed  to  correlate 
all  views  and  to  set  down  again  the  langu- 
age acceptable  to  all  interests.  When  that 
is  done,  and  it  is  held  it  cannot  be  com- 
pleted for  a few  weeks,  the  government 
will  then  be  prepared  to  submit  a decree 
to  the  court. 


"Big  Five"  Ready  to  Go 
Ahead  With  Decree  Terms 

New  York — The  “Big  Five”  are  prepared 
to  go  ahead  with  the  terms  and  conditions 
proposed  in  the  consent  decree  to  end  the 
government  suit  and  so  informed  denart- 
ment  of  justice  representatives  in  Wash- 
ington on  Tuesday. 

The  decision  followed  a meeting  Monday 
afternoon  in  the  Bar  Association  Building 
of  Nicholas  M.  Schenck.  George  J.  Schae- 
fer, former  Judge  Thomas  D.  Thacher, 
Richard  E.  Dwight.  J.  Robert  Rubin,  Ber- 
tram F.  Shipman.  Joseph  H.  Hazen.  Robert 
W.  Perkins.  Austin  C.  Keough.  Louis  Phil- 
lips, O.  C.  Doering,  R.  R.  Irvine  and  Wil- 


New  York — Nation-wide  arbitration  on 
clearance  will  be  available  January  1,  ac- 
cording to  present  plans.  This  is  a new 
departure  from  the  original  intention  to 
put  the  machinery  into  effect  with  the 
new  selling  season  of  1941-42.  It  is  con- 
tingent, of  course,  upon  the  consent  de- 
cree being  signed  and  entered  before  the 
year  is  up. 

Sources,  who  maintain  the  moving  up  of 
the  effective  date  of  the  plan  is  set,  indi- 
cate it  was  conceived  with  the  thought  of 
“testing”  the  proposed  arbitration  rules  so 
that  all  “burrs”  might  be  removed  when 
the  decree  itself  becomes  operative.  The 
suggestion  is  strong  that  the  distributor 
defendants  recommend  it.  It  also  is  known 
the  American  Arbitration  Association  is 
anxious  to  put  the  plan  to  work  to  prove 
its  efficacy  in  other  industries,  such  as  oil 
and  automobiles.  An  AAA  spokesman  de- 
clares it  is  “a  tremendous  test”  for  arbitra- 
tion if  it  works  successfully  in  the  film  in- 
dustry. 

Ready  Arbitration  Plan 

In  this  specific  connection,  this  latter 
source  declares  the  executive  personnel  of 
the  New  York  office  is  prepared  to  devote 
two-thirds  of  its  time  to  the  industry’s 
plan.  This  is  borne  out  in  the  advance 
work  that  has  been  done  by  the  AAA  to- 
ward readying  all  phases  of  the  plan.  It 
is  known  that  local  personnel,  available 
offices,  potential  arbitrators,  etc.,  have 
been  lined  up  and  could  be  swimg  into  ac- 
tion within  a few  weeks.  For  instance,  a 
floor  has  been  tentatively  set  aside  for  the 
New  York  appeals  board  and  local  arbitra- 
tion boards  in  the  building  at  8 West  40th 
St.,  where  the  AAA  has  its  headquarters. 

Although  the  matter  rests  entirely  with 
Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard,  it  is 
possible  recommendations  may  be  made  to 
him  that  he  appoint  to  the  appeals  board 
three  men  who  are  familiar  to  exhibitors 
in  other  sections  of  the  country.  This  is 
said  to  be  considered  desirable  to  offset 
what  criticism  may  arise  by  complainants 
that  the  appeals  board  personnel  may 
possess  “too  much  of  a New  York  view.” 
It  has  been  learned  the  distributor  defend- 
ants had  considered,  but  turned  down,  a 
suggestion  that  the  appeals  board  be  made 
un  of  seven  men  so  that  regional  repre- 
sentation might  offer  assurance  to  exhibi- 
tors that  their  local  problems  are  fully 
understood. 


liam  Mallard.  No  department  of  justice 
representatives  were  present. 

The  session  was  held  for  a final  discus- 
sion of  the  draft  before  the  Washington 
conclave.  It  also  resulted  in  a unanimous 
approval  of  the  decree  terms  and  a signal 
“to  go  ahead.” 

According  to  a major  spokesman,  the 
Washington  gathering  was  to  officially 
declare  “ourselves”  and  to  enlighten  the 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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YOU  AND  ME... WE  CAN'T!. 
IT’D  BE  TOO  AWFUL  ON 
ACCOUNT  OF  TONY... I’VE 


you’ll  know  what  they  mean, 
in  "Thev  Knew  W^hat  They  Wanted 


You  have  played  many  great  motion  pictures  ♦ . ♦ 

We  believe  you  have  not  played  a greater  motion 
picture  than  this  I 


k K o 
RADIO 


arry  E.  Edington,  Executive  Pro 
Produced  by  Erich  Pommer 


Scrten  Play  by  Robert  Ardrty 
From  the  Pulitzer  PriJe  Play  by  Sidney  Howard 


C A.  RO‘'l4sEi' 


GHARLBS 


T^hey  Knew  JVhat 


Directed  by  Garson  Kanin 

With  WILLIAM  GARGAN*  HARRY  CAREY  • FRANK  FAY 


Kay  Kyser  and  his  band,  in 
“You’ll  Find  Out,’’  with  Ginny 
Simms  and  the  Ha-Ha-Horror 
Men  — Lorre,  Karloff  and  Lu- 
gosi, is  getting  the  finishing 
touches  ready  for  early  release 
...  to  line  up  with  other  RKO 
RADIO  big  ones  like — George 
Abbott’s  Sensational  Broadway 
Musical  Comedy  Smash,  “Too 
Many  Girls’’ — Ginger  Rogers  in 
“Kitty  Foyle’’ — Anna  Neagle  in 
“No,  No  Nanette,’’  and  Orson 
Welles  in  “Citizen  Kane.’’ 


LITI  US 


BISTRIBUTOR  PRESSURE  TO  PUSH  SALES  SEEN 
BEHINU  PROBUCT  APPRAISAL  BY  PBBUC  GROUPS 


Southern  Circuit  Chief 
Leads  Attack;  Others 
Rap  a "Spokesman" 


New  York — Plan  of  decree  signatories 
whereby  public  groups  would  appraise 
product  and  so  inform  the  exhibitor  be- 
fore a sale  is  negotiated  is  regarded  by 
Robert  B.  Wilby  as  a means  of  applying 
pressure  on  behalf  of  individual  pictures 
with  which  the  rest  of  the  block  of  five 
must  be  bought.  Wilby  is  a widely  known 
exhibitor  and  Paramount  partner  in  the 
southeast. 

He  raises  this  point  in  a letter  to  Box- 
office,  criticizing  a spokesman  for  one  of 
the  “Big  5”  who,  in  the  issue  of  Septem- 
ber 28,  let  go  at  exhibitor  opposition  to  the 
five-block  arrangement  proposed  under 
the  decree.  The  spokesman,  unidentified 
as  to  name,  charged  protestants  “most 
likely  are  from  those  who  have  been  the 
fortunate  ones  and  underpaid  and  now 
fear  that  on  the  new  basis  they  might  have 
to  pay  what  the  pictures  are  worth.”  He 
qualified  this  comment  immediately  there- 
after by  remarking:  “This  does  not  repre- 
sent a large  class  of  exhibitors.” 

On  Pressure  Groups 

To  that  and  other  verbal  darts,  Wilby 
and  several  other  theatre  operators  object. 
In  his  communication,  the  Atlanta  ex- 
hibitor in  turn,  lets  a few  fly  at  the  un- 
named spokesman.  At  the  same  time, 
Wilby  gives  his  analysis  of  the  plan  for 
public  group  participation  in  product 
evaluations  and  frankly  voices  his  sus- 
picion that,  whether  designed  or  whether 
by  accident,  one  “gimmick”  in  it  is  the 
contemplated  use  of  pressure  groups  by 
distributors  to  create  a pseudo  public  de- 
mand for  a specific  attraction,  thereby  in- 
ducing its  sale  to  the  exhibitor  regardless 
of  what  the  remaining  four  in  the  five- 
block  sale  may  be.  His  letter  follows: 

A Decree  by  "Attorneys" 

“You  had  a highly  interesting  interview 
with  an  attorney  in  your  issue  of  the  28th. 
He  was  an  attorney  because  he  was  not 
only  defined  as  a spokesman  for  one  of 
the  ‘Big  Five’  but  also  defined  as  ‘a  con- 
sent decree  negotiator.’  The  only  people 
who  negotiated  that  decree  were  attorneys. 

“And  it  is  evident,  too,  that  he  is  an 
attorney  because  he  falls  into  that  de- 
lightful practice  which  characterizes  some 
of  the  profession,  by  undertaking  to  dis- 
credit those  who  do  not  agree  with  him, 
and  so  he  goes  into  such  statements  ‘as 
the  exhibitor  squawks  . . . are  from  those 
who  have  . . . underpaid  and  now  fear  that 
. . . they  might  have  to  pay  what  the  pic- 
tures are  worth.’  And  again  ‘the  only  one 
who  will  not  benefit  is  the  one  who  has  a 
racket  of  it  now’  and  then  the  climax  ‘the 
only  squawk  an  exhibitor  can  have  ...  is 
that  he  can  no  longer  take  a 10-month 
holiday  following  six  or  eight  weeks  spent 
on  buying  for  the  year.  What  he  will  have 
to  do  now  is  run  his  business  like  every 
other  business.’ 

“Some  of  us  believe  that  an  exhibitor 
does  a good  deal  other  than  merely  buy 
films.  This  one  of  us  believes  that  that 
particular  approach  to  this  sort  of  a prob- 


lem is  both  intemperate  and  unfair  and 
probably  reflects  just  the  sort  of  opinion 
of  exhibitors  which  might  well  lead  to  the 
sort  of  a consent  decree  against  which 
the  exhibitors  seem  opposed  in  a propor- 
tion of  almost  98  to  2. 

“It’s  rather  strongly  suggestive,  too,  of 
the  distributors’  intention,  if  their  spokes- 
man fairly  speaks  for  them,  of  undertak- 
ing great  increases  in  film  rentals.  It  is 
suggested,  too,  that  the  spokesman  recog- 
nizes the  fact  that  under  this  rather  cum- 
bersome proposed  system  the  exhibitor  can 
be  expected  to  spend  all  of  his  time  buy- 
ing film. 

“But  let’s  look  at  the  substance  of  what 
he  says. 

“For  one  thing,  that  representatives  of 
the  public  groups  will  be  in  each  ex- 
change center  to  look  at  pictures  and 
notify  the  exhibitors  of  their  reaction  to 
them,  giving  the  exhibitor  an  opportun- 
ity to  reject  or  accept  the  film.  That  is 
true  only  if  the  pictures  are  individually 
priced  and  the  exhibitor  has  the  right  to 
reject  the  pictures  which  he  does  not  want 
and  to  buy  from  each  of  the  blocks  of- 
fered just  those  pictures  about  which  he 
has  been  ‘notified’  favorably.  Does  any 
responsible  spokesman  for  the  ‘Big  Five’ 
say  that  will  be  the  case  If,  in  fact,  the 


See  Page  3 

For  the  complete  picture,  this 
page  might  better  be  read  imme- 
diately before  or  after  reading 
"All  Right,  Let's  Have  It,"  the 
week's  editorial.  On  page  3,  as 
usual. 


practice  is  proposed  that  the  pictures  be 
so  sold,  then  it  seems  that  the  consent 
decree  should  require  that  the  pictures  be 
individually  priced  after  the  manner  of  the 
Neely  bill.  Certain  it  is  that  if  pictures 
are  going  to  be  sold  in  fixed  blocks  of  five, 
that  ‘notification’  from  the  public  groups 
to  the  exhibitor  has  only  the  value  of 
forcing  the  exhibitor  to  buy  that  which 
the  public  groups  insist  upon  his  showing 
and  take  along  with  them  the  other  films 
in  that  same  block,  even  if  he  be  ‘noti- 
fied’ that  they  are  undesirable. 

“Some  exhibitors  expressed  the  fear  that 
there  would  be  created  in  communities  a 
demand  for  a single  picture  or  two  pic- 
tures of  a block  by  exploitation,  radio  ad- 
vertising and  what  not,  and  that  the  ex- 
hibitor would  have  to  meet  that  created 
demand  by  buying  three  or  four  pictures 
which  he  did  not  want  in  o’’der  to  get 
that  one  or  two  for  which  the  demand  was 
created.  It  seems  that  to  that  list  of  things 
which  was  feared  is  to  be  added  the  even 
more  ingenious  and  more  effective  method 
of  having  representatives  of  public  groups 
bring  direct  pressure  for  the  exhibition 
of  certain  individual  pictures,  with  which 
the  others  of  the  block  must  be  bought. 

“The  spokesman  says  that  ‘under  the 
new  system  the  buyer  sees  the  films  and 
pays  only  what  he  believes  they  are  worth.’ 
Again  we  go  back  to  the  f^ct  that  that 
could  be  true  only  if  the  buyer  bought 


See  as  Much  to  Fear 
From  Exploitation 
As  Censorship 


just  those  which  he  wanted.  If  he  be- 
lieves a picture  to  be  worthless  to  him,  I 
ask  you  if  he  then  may  refuse  to  buy  it, 
or  if  in  fact  the  blocks  are  to  be  sold 
in  set  blocks  of  five,  as  all  of  the  exhibi- 
tors believe  and  as  no  distributor  has 
denied? 

“This  spokesman  again  refers  to  the  ex- 
hibitor buying  ‘three  groups  of  ten.’  That 
consent  decree  limits  the  groups  to  five, 
a thing  which  the  gentleman  who  was  one 
of  the  negotiators  should  certainly  know. 

“Crux  of  the  Matter" 

“After  those  statements  about  the  ex- 
hibitor paying  only  what  he  believes  the 
pictures  are  worth  and  the  inference  that 
he  buy  just  the  pictures  which  the  public 
groups  recommend,  a rather  illuminating 
statement  is  made  in  these  words:  ‘The 
distributor  will  have  the  final  voice  in  how 
many  (films)  are  to  be  offered.’  There  is 
the  crux  of  the  matter.  Nearly  all  of  us 
who  are  operating  theatres  believe  that  the 
consent  decree  does  so  set  it  up  that  the 
distributor  will  have  the  final  voice  in  how 
many  films  are  to  be  offered  in  a block, 
and  we  think  that  the  distributor  has 
shown  by  his  resistance  to  the  individual 
sale,  and  by  the  wording  of  the  consent 
decree  itself,  that  it  is  his  intention  that 
the  films  be  offered  only  in  blocks  of  five. 

“Now  if  they  be  offered  in  fixed  blocks 
of  five,  that  which  exhibitors  have  con- 
tended with  regard  to  the  decree  stands. 
And  it’s  not  based  on  any  desire  for  10 
months’  vacation,  and  this  does  not  come 
from  ‘one  who  has  a racket  of  it  now.’ 

On  Previews  in  "Old  Days" 

“Nor  does  this  old  man  remember  ‘the 
old  days’  when  pictures  were  sold  two  or 
three  at  a time  after  the  exhibitor  saw 
them.  I do  remember  the  one-at-a-time 
system  only  as  an  occasional  feature  sup- 
plementing product  which  was  bought  on 
a weekly  payment  plan.  I do  not  remem- 
ber, nor  does  any  one  else,  the  complete 
or  nearly  complete  supply  of  product  be- 
ing sold  in  that  manner. 

“It’s  hard  to  believe  that  an  attorney 
has  a better  understanding  of  buying  con- 
ditions in  this  industry  than  about  98  per 
cent  of  the  exhibitors  have,  and  I do  con- 
tend that  the  spokesman  for  the  ‘Big  Five’ 
has  pointed  to  no  desirable  feature  of  the 
block  of  five  selling  that  seems  based  upon 
logic,  but  has  through  his  public  group 
idea  added  another  reason  for  the  exhibi- 
tors’ opposition  to  it. 

“And  that  statement  about  ‘the  unfair 
advantage  he  (the  exhibitor)  has  been  en- 
joying’ is  really  a classic.  It’s  still  a fact 
that  the  distributors  are  defendants  in 
court  and  a fact  that  the  department  of 
justice  contends  that  the  present  method 
of  block  selling  is  a violation  of  the  anti- 
trust law.  Yet  here  comes  a spokesman 
for  the  defendant  who  refers  to  ‘the  un- 
fair advantage’  taken  of  his  principals  by 
the  customers.  So  this  new  plan  is  going 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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108  FEATURES  WENT  ABOVE  AVERAGE  IN  '39-40, 
"BOXOFFICE  RECORDS,"  IN  NEW  EDITION,  SHOWS 


"Boom  Town,"  "Mr.  Smith" 
Tops;  Colbert,  Lconorr, 
Gable,  Boyer  Acers 


One  hundred  and  eight  features  out  of 
a total  of  405  made  by  10  producing  com- 
panies during  the  1939-40  season  or  frac- 
tionally under  27  per  cent  of  the  total,  did 
better  than  average  business  at  theatres 
around  the  country. 

This  is  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  sta- 
tistical fabric  of  last  season  as  woven  by 
and  for  Boxoffice  Records,  three-year- 
old  annual  of  Associated  Publications,  pub- 
lishers of  Boxoffice,  now  in  circulation. 

The  analysis,  this  time  as  before,  is 
based  on  big  city  first  runs,  intermediate 
town  runs  and  typical  small  town  situa- 
tions. And  the  results  are  quite  apt  to 
prove  surprising  where  specific  perform- 
ance is  concerned. 

In  terms  of  attractions,  the  leadoff  posi- 
tion goes  to  “Boom  Town”  with  a final 
rating  of  215,  or  more  than  twice  average 
business.  Runner-up  is  “Mr.  Smith  Goes 
to  Washington”  at  154  per  cent,  with  a 
wide  gap  between  it  and  the  leader.  From 
that  point  and  thereafter  down  the  line  of 
“The  Tops”  group  which  embraces  45  at- 
tractions of  the  total  108  which  cracked 
115  per  cent  or  better,  the  competition  is 
keener.  Thus,  “The  Grapes  of  Wrath”  and 
“Rebecca”  tie  in  fourth  place  at  147  per 
cent  each.  In  terms  of  producing  auspices, 
the  top  45  submit  to  this  breakdown: 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  12 

Warner-First  Nat’l  8 

Paramount  7 

RKO  5 

20th  Century-Fox  5 

Universal  4 


Columbia  2 

United  Artists  2 


On  the  basis  of  attractions  that  did  bet- 
ter than  100  per  cent,  the  vista  naturally 
widens.  The  lineup  on  that  basis,  as  Box- 
office  Records  reveals,  is  this: 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  26 

Warner-First  Nat’l  17 

Paramount  16 

RKO  12 

20th  Century -Fox  12 

United  Artists  11 

Columbia  6 

Universal  6 

Republic  2 


This  propelled  M-G-M  into  first  place 
in  terms  of  total  p>erformance  by  com- 
panies, giving  that  organization  a rating 
of  108  per  cent  on  the  basis  of  49  attrac- 
tions covered.  Runner-up  is  UA  with  a 
rating  of  103  per  cent  on  the  basis  of  23 
attractions  covered.  The  analysis  for  the 
preceding  season  had  placed  M-G-M  in 
first  spot  with  a rating  of  106  per  cent  for 
50  features  and  UA,  in  second  as  again 
now,  with  105  per  cent  for  16  releases.  Cur- 
rently, however,  Wamer-First  National  at 
101  per  cent  for  49  features  gets  third 
place,  occupied  last  year  by  20th  Century- 
Fox  which  now  fills  sixth  spot. 

“Inasmuch  as  ‘Gone  With  the  Wind’  was 
not  on  the  regular  M-G-M  schedule  for 
1939-40,  but  played  roadshows  at  advanced 
prices  only,”  notes  Records,  “it  is  given 
special  treatment  and  set  apart  from  the 
regular  releases.  Consequently,  the  361 
per  cent  record  it  established  was  not  given 
consideration  in  establishing  the  average 
records  of  those  connected  with  its  mak- 
ing, which  appear  in  their  respective  de- 
partments in  this  edition.” 

In  the  starring  division,  first  place  goes 
to  Claudette  Colbert  with  a rating  of  I'TO 
per  cent  on  the  basis  of  her  appearance  in 


“Boom  Town”  and  “Drums  Along  the  Mo- 
hawk.” Hedy  Lamarr  is  runner-up  at  153 
per  cent  for  her  appearances  in  “Boom 
Town”  and  “I  Takes  This  Woman.”  It 
seems  evident  that  the  final  tally  desig- 
nating them  in  their  top  spots  is  quickly 
traceable  to  the  sensational  grosses  rolled 
up  by  the  four-star  M-G-M  release. 

Among  the  male  stars,  first  honors  go  to 
Clark  Gable  at  166  per  cent,  predicated  on 
starring  roles  in  “Boom  Town”  and 
“Strange  Cargo.”  Runner-up  in  this  divi- 
sion is  Charles  Boyer  at  137  per  cent  for 
“All  This,  and  Heaven  Too.”  Mickey  Roo- 
ney, on  the  basis  of  four  appearances  cap- 
tures tenth  place,  the  varying  gross  per- 
formance of  several  of  his  pictures,  in- 
cluding “Young  Tom  Edison”  at  113  per 
cent,  accounting  for  his  position  in  the 
final  calculations. 

The  sweepstakes  win  of  “Boom  Town,” 
of  course,  proves  responsible  for  other  sur- 
prises. Thus,  Sam  Zimbaiist,  associate  pro- 
ducer of  that  attraction,  heads  the  pro- 
ducer grouping  at  215  per  cent  which  is 
the  percentage  earned  by  this  one  film. 
Frank  Capra,  last  year’s  No.  1 producing 
factor  for  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,” 
this  year  makes  second  place  for  “Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington”  at  154  per 
cent.  Jules  Levey,  former  general  sales 
manager  of  RKO  and  thus  far  a one-pic- 
ture producer  with  “The  Boys  From  Syra- 
cuse,” fits  into  15th  place  with  a rating  of 
117  per  cent. 

Ratings  thus  far  discussed  do  not  em- 
brace westerns.  These  are  listed  separate- 
ly. In  that  field.  Republic,  winner  in 
1938-39,  again  maintains  its  lead  with  a 
percentage  of  103  per  cent  on  the  basis  of 
19  “bang-ups”  reported.  Paramount  is 
next  in  line  with  101  per  cent  for  nine  pic- 
tures in  the  outdoor  division. 

Additionally,  Boxoffice  Records  breaks 
down  the  ratings  of  featured  players,  di- 
rectors, and  authors  of  originals  and 
screenplays. 


The  Evaluator  of  Personalities 

From  the  introduction  to  Boxoffice  Records,  annual  published  by  Associated 
Publications  and  now  in  circulation: 

“In  the  season  just  closed  some  interesting  events  were  recorded  at  the  box- 
office.  For  instance,  only  one  picture  more  than  in  the  previous  season  scored 
above  the  115  per  cent  mark,  but  there  were  11  more  that  hit  higher  than  125 
per  cent  and  one  picture  scored  a top  mark  of  215  per  cent,  coincidentally  the 
same  high  mark  set  two  seasons  before  by  ‘Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs.’ 

“While  there  were  13  more  regular  feature  releases  this  current  season  than 
last,  the  percentage  of  those  hitting  higher  than  average  was  approximately  five 
per  cent  less.  'There  were  fewer  westerns  in  1939-40,  but  a larger  percentage  of 
big  hits. 

“Ratings  published  are  computed  on  boxoffice  reports  on  all  pictures  that 
played  first  runs  in  large  metropolitan  centers,  in  cities  of  intermediate  size 
and  small  towns  in  typical  situations  throughout  the  country.  The  mean  aver- 
age is  struck  by  totaling  the  percentages  and  dividing  by  the  number  of  runs. 
Pictures  with  fewer  than  five  runs  were  not  figured,  as  fair  averages  could  not 
be  computed  thereon. 

“It  is  fitting  to  compare  boxoffice  returns  of  a motion  picture  with  the  box 
score  of  a baseball  game.  In  both,  the  figures  recorded  provide  an  accurate 
record  of  the  abilities  of  the  participants  as  well  as  of  the  game  (picture)  itself. 

“Batting  averages  are  affected  by  the  number  of  times  a player  goes  to  bat. 
Thus,  a ball  player  who  goes  to  bat  but  once  and  scores  a hit  will  have  1,000  per 
cent,  while  the  player  who  goes  to  bat  many  times  more  has  a lesser  chance  of 
attaining  the  perfect  score. 

“So  it  is  with  motion  pictures  which  ‘go  to  bat’  every  time  they  have  a play- 
date.  The  opening  ‘score’  may  hit  the  top  mark;  only  to  be  reduced  by  subse- 
quent playings;  or  the  reverse  may  be  the  case.” 
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scope  d \ 
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“AHIZOITA  . . ■ because  it  was  recognized  as  destined  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  of  motion  pictures . . . proved  by  that  very  fact  to  be  also 
one  of  the  most  arduous ...  and  ultimately  one  of  the  most^  ^ 


heart-satisfying  production  problems  ever 


i})/  r" 


faced  by  a studio.  For  ;/  here  was  more  than  a mammoth  outdoor  spectacle 

r~  ' y : f.-  _4 ' 

of  adventure  romance  . . . entailing  the  construction  of  a complete 

walled  rmt  city  . . .the  painstaking  selection,  transportation,  housing  and  feeding  of 

thousands  of  actors... the  purchase  and  care  of  herds  of  cattle  and  livestock ...  and  months  of  endless 
research  for  authentic,  unassailable  historical  accuracy.  All  of  this  has  been  approached  before.  But 
here  too  was  an  intensely  human  and  significant  drama  of  living^  ^ 
individual  characters,  all  of  them... engaged  in  building  with 
the  splendid  heritage  that  is  the  West  today.  First  of  all,^ 


could  adequately  portray  the  truly  epic  role  of  Phoebe  Titus  ?J 
'World  could  combine  in  one  woman  the  indomitable  spirit  . . 
the  infinite  tenderness  of  this  fiery,  fearless  daughter  of  the 


W . breathing  people. . . fiercely 

flllly  their  sweat,  blood  and  lives, 

■ 

^ who  in  all  Hollywood 


What  actress  in  all  the 

the  fighting  courage... and 
plains  ..  .who,  with  bull- 


whip  and  bullet,  held  her  own  against  a lawless  world  of  savage  men? 


! GREAT  PERFORMANCE ! That’s  what  was  wanted ! After  a most 


careful  survey  of  avail- 


LOVELY. . .VITAL. . . 


the  deep-throated 


Arthur  will  immor- 


able  names . . . star  names  . . . Jean  Arthur  was  selected. 


BRILLIANT ...  CHARMING  Jean  Arthur!  Jean  Arthur  of 
voice  ...  of  “Mr.  Deeds’’. . . of  “Mr.  Smith’’!  THAT  Jean 


f talize  Phoebe  Titus.  Next  came  the  selection  of  an  actor  to  play 


boyish  Peter  Muncie . . . the  adventurer  who  courted  Phoebe  with  a gun  on  9 hip  and  a banjo  on 


his  knee.  Tests... tests... tests!  William  Holden  had  the  quality!  A grand 


magnificently  full  of  great  promise!  Here  IS  your  Peter  Muncie...  And  then 


there  was  Jefferson  Carteret.,  .debonair  killer  and  gambler,  where  the 


life  and  death.  Who  but  Warren  William,  the  quintessence  of  suaveness, 


this  high-hatted  '•>1!  devil  of  the  desert  come  to  such  terrifying,  ^ deadly  life? 


And  Lazarus 

({i 

riches  ended 


portrayal  will 


I)  young  actor, 


stakes  were 


could  make 


L/'  Ward?  Who  could  play  this  toad  of  a man... whose  bloody  path  to 
with  a bullet  in  the  back?  Your  cheers  for  Porter  Hall’s  unforgettable 


be  the  thrilling  answer.  And  Solomon  Warner... and  Judge  Bogardus 


and  all  the  rest  of  this  brave  company  of  adventurers, ..  seeking  to  carve  an  empire  out  of  cactus. 


adobe,  desert  and  sky?  Wesley  Ruggles 


has  shot  the  final  scene.  The  final  cut 


is  being  made.  The  final  note  is  being  scored 


X' 

;d.  X 


Columbia’s  “ARIZONA”  will 


soon  be  ready  to  take  its  place  among  the  great  masterpieces  of  the 


\ //« 


screen.  The  final 


/ 


judgment  will  be  yours . . . and  that  of  America’s  millions. 


: I L'.i.zi  . 
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First  Chaplin  in  Four  Years 
Has  UA  Calling  It  a Pleasure 


By  LEONARD  WEISBERG 

New  York — Theatre  owners  who  like  to 
dream  of  Utopia  are  invited  to  sleep  on 
the  fact  that  5,727  opening  night  tickets 
to  seats  in  two  Broadway  houses  were 
bought  and  paid  for  three  days  before  the 
engagement  was  even  advertised  in  local 
newspapers. 

And  distributors  who  ponder  over  mil- 
lenniums might  like  to  consider  that  long 
before  the  film  carried  a title,  but  was 
known  merely  as  Production  No.  6,  hun- 
dreds of  letters  from  exhibitors  over  a 
one  and  a half  year  period  sought  deals. 
With  the  exception  of  two  distributor 
Broadway  showwindows,  every  house  on 
the  main  stem  was  interested  in  booking 
the  film  on  a sight  unseen  basis.  Harry 
Brandt  offered  three  theatres.  The  Roxy 
and  Music  Hall  were  offered.  So  were  the 
Rivoli  and  Criterion.  The  booking  fell  to 
the  Astor  and  Capitol,  the  latter  because 
it  is  the  largest  theatre  without  a stage 
presentation,  and  the  Astor  because  of  its 
roadshow  prestige. 

Premiere  Seats  Sold 

Although  the  world  premiere  takes  place 
October  15,  the  4,589  seats  in  the  Capitol 
and  the  1,138  at  the  Astor  were  sold  for 
the  premiere  ten  days  ago.  The  scale  at 
the  Astor,  which  will  pursue  a two-a-day, 
reserved  seat  policy  will  be  $2.20  top,  while 
the  Capitol,  running  continuously,  will  get 
75  cents  at  matinees  and  $1.10  in  the  eve- 
nings. 

UA,  it  appears,  had  to  turn  down  some 
very  tempting  offers  from  numerous  char- 
ity groups  who  wanted  to  sponsor  the 
openings  and  guarantee  every  seat  sold  at 
prices  ranging  from  $5  to  $10.  It  is  said 
these  were  rejected  after  consultation  with 
Chaplin,  who  felt  the  public  should  not  be 
asked  to  pay  a premium  for  the  opening 
night,  as  is  the  case  quite  often.  Reserved 
seats  are  on  sale  eight  weeks  in  advance 
and  the  response  since  the  Astor  boxoffice 
opened  for  this  purpose  October  7 tells 
a well-nigh  fabulous  story.  One  sale  alone 
from  a group  headed  by  Sanitation  Com- 
missioner Carey  takes  care  of  every  seat 
at  the  Astor  for  the  evening  of  October  16. 

UA  on  Its  Toes 

It  isn’t  exactly  difficult  to  get  any  one 
at  UA  to  talk  about  “The  Oreat  Dic- 
tator.” From  Murray  Silverstone  down  to 
the  clipping  department  personnel  the 
Charles  Chaplin  film  is  surrounded  with 
facts  and  fancy  as  handy  as  a neatly- 
kept  file  for  the  asking.  The  response,  ac- 
cording to  these  sources,  from  press,  pub- 
lic, exhibitors  and  promotional  enterprises 
probably  outshines  anything  that  has  ever 
reached  the  screen. 

Now,  observations  of  that  sort  take  in 
a lot  of  time  and  territory.  But  they  be- 


gin to  take  on  an  aura  of  the  McCoy 
upon  a closer  examination  of  the  situ- 
ation. For  instance,  there  are  scores  of 
requests  from  operators  of  legitimate  the- 
atres in  key  cities,  some  dating  back  a 
year,  asking  for  roadshow  deals.  Harry 
D.  Buckley,  who  has  handled  every  UA 
roadshow  since  the  company's  inception, 
says  the  volume  of  correspondence  along 
these  lines  has  not  been  approached  in  his 
memory.  Silverstone  offers  evidence  that 
these  operators  offered  “any”  price  for  a 
deal.  This  reporter  saw  that  evidence. 

Quite  naturally,  all  the  excitement  which 
attaches  to  the  film  both  at  the  UA  home 
office  and  from  the  outside  seems  quite 
natural  to  Silverstone.  That  reaction  most 
probably  derives  irom  a number  of  con- 
versations he  has  had  with  Chaplin.  There- 
fore, one  gets  the  impression  that  “The 
Oreat  Dictator”  is  based  on  a theme  that 
has  had  little  competition  in  the  interest 
it  engenders  for  the  man-in-the-street. 

“After  all,”  Silverstone  asks,  “when  do 
you  think  we  will  ever  again  see  two  dic- 
tors  trying  to  shape  the  world?” 

Apparently  this  was  the  consideration 
that  led  Chaplin  to  invest  a personal  for- 
tune of  $2,200,000  in  the  film.  This  fig- 
ure does  not  include  Chaplin’s  own  ser- 
vices as  the  leading  player,  which,  if  com- 
puted along  lines  average  for  Hollywood, 
would  run  the  total  investment  up  to 
$3,000,000,  and  which,  again,  does  not  in- 
clude the  cost  of  carrying  a studio  or- 
ganization through  two  years  of  prepara- 
tion and  production. 

Curtailed  Foreign  Returns 

Chaplin  is  pictured  as  not  materially 
troubled  over  the  fact  his  investment  would 
not  net  him  the  foreign  returns  he  might 
expect  under  normal  circumstances.  His 
“confidence”  in  the  American  public  to 
support  such  a “vital”  offering  is  appar- 
ently being  counted  upon  in  no  small 
measure.  It  is  anticipated,  of  course,  that 
Oreat  Britain  will  return  an  appreciable 
return  as  well  as  South  America  and  other 
countries. 

A large  gap  must  be  overcome,  however, 
and  this  is  being  attempted  in  the  selling 
and  admission  terms  laid  down.  UA’s  sales 
policy,  while  designated  at  70-30  for  the 
pre-release,  road  show  engagements,  must 
be  considered  “flexible”  until  these  en- 
gagements have  been  thoroughly  tested  for 
public  response,  according  to  Silverstone. 
The  public  is  being  asked  to  pay  75  cents 
and  $1.10  for  continuous  performances  and 
up  to  $2.20  at  reserved  seat  houses. 

“If  the  picture  stands  up  as  we  expect 
it  to,”  Silverstone  declares,  “we  are  jus- 
tified in  adopting  this  policy  for  all  book- 
ings. However,  as  long  as  we  maintain  a 
flexible  policy,  it  may  be  we  will  cut  loose 
very  fast,  depending  upon  public  demand. 
We  will  gauge  it  as  we  go  along.  We  have 


Not  Since  1936— 

Bearing  an  unmistakable  resemblanee 
to  the  man  much  in  the  headlines 
these  days,  this  shows  how  Charles 
Chaplin  manages  the  takeoff  in  “The 
Great  Dictator.”  The  film  opens  day- 
and-date  at  the  Astor  and  Capitol 
Tuesday  evening  and,  because  it  is  a 
Chaplin  feature  and  his  first  since 
1936,  definitely  is  in  the  category  of 
important  events. 

“Modern  Times,”  Chaplin’s  last,  opened 
at  the  Rivoli  Feb.  5,  1936,  closed  March 
17  and  in  that  six-week  period  grossed 
$272,000,  thereby  establishing  the  the- 
atre’s all-time  record.  The  admission 
scale  was  55  cents  to  noon,  75  cents 
to  5 p.  m.  and  99  cents  thereafter, 
week  days  and  all  other  days. 


taken  the  view  that,  because  of  the  pub- 
licity value  alone  to  the  theme  of  the 
film,  we  have  an  attraction  that  should 
attract  millions  of  persons  who  do  not 
normally  go  to  pictures  and  one  that  is 
worth  the  price  of  a Broadway  show. 

When  Silverstone  speaks  of  “publicity 
value,”  he  has  in  mind  “the  world’s  chief 
topic  of  conversation.”  But  when  Lynn 
Famol  and  Monroe  Oreenthal  speak  of 
“publicity  value”  they  mean  something 
entirely  different.  They  mean  the  horde 
of  readers  confronted  with  scene  stills  and 
stories  over  a six-week  period  in  what  is 
claimed  to  be  an  unprecedented  demand 
for  material  from  all  branches  of  the 
press. 

According  to  these  two  directors  of  ad- 
vertising. publicity  and  exploitation  not  a 
single  still  or  story  was  permitted  to  go 
out  before  everything  was  in  readiness  for 
a “shock  impact.”  That  their  strategy 
achieved  the  designed  results  may  be 
gleaned  from  a few  indisputable  facts 
neatly  piled  up  in  campaign  books.  In  the 
first  week  of  the  release  to  the  press  of 
stills  from  the  film,  it  might  possibly  be 
that  Chaplin’s  picture  appeared  more  of- 
ten and  in  greater  space  than  any  living 
mortal. 

In  numerous  instances  newspapers  spent 
their  own  money  to  exploit  the  particular 
(Continued  on  page  20) 


ti-  “ • ■ 

How  It  Got  That  Title 

New  York — H there  seems  to  be  some  question  why  the  newest  Chaplin  film 
was  known  for  so  long  as  "Production  No.  6" — and  there  seems  to  be — Murray 
Silverstone  has  the  answer. 

It  seems  that  Paramount  had  registered  the  title,  “The  Dictator,"  long  before 
Chaplin  thought  of  using  it.  The  Paramount  property  was  based  on  a story  written 
by  Richard  Harding  Davis  and  dealt  with  a mythical  kingdom  quite  remote  from 
the  dictators  Chaplin  had  in  mind. 

It  was  not  until  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Paramount  production  head,  was  consulted 
that  he  relinquished  the  company's  rights  to  the  title.  "The  Great  Dictator"  then 
came  into  being. 
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PURSUING  Darryl  F.  Zanuck's  the- 
ory that  "Brigham  Young"  con- 
veys more  to  the  public  as  "Brigham 
Young — Frontiersman"  and  that  pro- 
ducers may  have  been  remiss  in 
holding  back  helpful  information  for 
marquees,  a quick  checkup  conveys 
an  idea  of  what  might  have  been. 
There's  always  tomorrow,  of  course. 
It's  like  this: 

Jesse  James — Highway  Man. 
Return  of  Frank  James — -Jesse's 
Kid  Brother. 

The  Westerner — Two  Gun  Man. 
The  Thief  of  Bagdad — Carpet 
Man. 

Judge  Hardy  and  Son — Man  to 
Man. 

Louis  Pasteur — Bug  Man. 

Emile  Zola — Word  Man. 
Alexander  Graham  Bell — Tele- 
phone Man. 

Charlie  Chan — Chinaman. 
Geronimo — Indian  Man. 

Disraeli — Statesman . 

Inspector  Hornleigh — Detective 
Man. 

Abraham  Lincoln — President. 

Dr.  Cyclops — Medicine  Man. 

One  Million  B.  C. — Neanderthal 
Man. 

Kit  Carson — Horseman. 

Edison — THE  Man. 

Regardless 

A "thorn  in  my  side"  is  how  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers  described  Abram  F. 
Myers  at  Atlantic  City.  To  that  he 
added: 

"But  be  that  as  it  may,  I am 
pleased  and  genuinely  so,  that  you 
who  are  his  disciples  have  seen  fit 
to  honor  him  at  this  testimonial.  That 
I and  others  have  disagreed  with 
some  of  his  policies  or  thoughts  is 
beside  the  point." 

Rodgers  captured  goodwill  for 
Metro  and  for  himself  at  the  New 
Jersey  Allied  meeting.  He  displayed 
a seller's  interest  in  his  customer,  a 
normal  enough  practice  but  on  fre- 
quent occasion  notoriously  ignored 
in  this  industry.  He  captured  good- 
will by  presenting  himself  at  the 
Myers  testimonial  which,  wisely  and 
well,  should  have  witnessed  the 
presence  of  top-ranking  executives 
of  other  companies,  too. 

The  others  ignored  it,  decided  to 
pass  it  up  or  merely  forgot.  The 
result?  Another  one  over  the  line 
for  the  friendly  company. 


N UPHOLDING  the  Pennsylvania 
state  board  of  censors  which  had 
refused  to  pass  the  much-discussed 
"Baptism  of  Fire"  sequence  grafted 
onto  "The  Ramparts  We  Watch,"  the 
court  of  common  pleas  in  Philadel- 
phia indulged  in  the  usual  legal 
rhetoric,  confounding  to  the  layman, 
and  then  went  further: 

"The  right  of  an  exhibitor  to  sub- 
ject the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  American  people  generally,  who 
have  paid  their  admission  fees  to  be 
entertained  or  enlightened,  to  such 
abuse,  might  well  be  questioned  . . . 
To  spread  propaganda  which  brutal 
men  believe  will  instil  terror  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  women  and 
children  can  serve  no  useful  purpose 
to  the  American  way  of  life." 

Not  even  the  useful  purpose  of 
awakening  the  general  conscious- 
ness to  the  dangers  that  confront  the 
American  way  of  life? 

On  Progress 

A current  stockholders'  suit 
against  Universal  is  based  on 
charges  of  mismanagement.  In- 
volved among  the  issues  are  a num- 
ber of  employment  contracts  en- 
tered upon  after  the  ownership 
passed  from  the  hands  of  the  late 
Carl  Laemmle  to  the  group  repre- 
sented by  J.  Cheever  Cowdin. 

The  courtroom  is  the  place  to  try 
legal  actions,  not  this  or  any  column. 
But  it  becomes  entirely  factual  to 
observe  that,  under  its  present  ad- 
ministration, Universal  appears  not 
only  to  be  clear  of  mismanagement, 
but  decidedly  the  beneficiary  of  ef- 
fective management. 

The  last  three  financial  statements 
prove  it. 

Merchandising 

Once  upon  a time,  there  was  the 
distributor  badly  stuck  with  an  at- 
traction which  had  a lot  of  money 
in  it  but  nothing  else.  Suggested 
someone  in  search  of  a way  out: 
"Let's  show  it  for  nothing  in  Times 
Square.  In  the  rush  to  escape,  may- 
be the  public  will  be  driven  into  the 
theatres." 

File  it  under  "Policy." 

Stop  Press 

Howard  Strickling's  department 
advises: 

'Tan  Hunter  speaks  a dozen  Af- 
rican dialects." 

A note  of  extreme  importance. 
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...THE  ROADSHOW  THAT 
TOOK  TWO  YEARS,  AND 
A FORTUNE,  TO  FILM! 


in  Afa^ie  TecAnieo/or/ 


sioinnEn  pievigus 

in  nil  HG¥  IITIGS 

Starting  THURSDAY  AND  FRIDAY 

OctoJ)e/i  ntU  a*td  iStU 

Your  branch  manager  has  tickets  for  you  and  your 
family.  Contact  him  immediately  and  see  the 
picture  that  dwarfs  all  other  screen  spectacles! 


1^ 


In  the  Lot  Angeles  area,  exhibitors  will  view 
its  tremendous  audience  appeal  during  the 
$2.20  long-run  engagement  starting  Thursday, 
October  17th,  at  the  Carthay  Circle. 


tU  UNITED  ARTISTS 


Divided  on  Need  for 
Recapilalizalion 


• REVIEW  FLASHES  • 


New  York  — Authoritative  Universal 
spokesmen  assert  there  is  a division  of  ex- 
ecutive opinion  over  the  “pressing  need” 
that  caused  the  company  to  declare  it  con- 
templated a plan  of  recapitalization.  These 
sources  contend  a more  decisive  attitude 
toward  the  necessity  for  recapitalization 
will  not  be  reached  until  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year,  which  ends  this  month.  While 
conceding  a number  of  plans  have  been 
studied,  none  has  been  considered  prac- 
ticable in  view  of  the  rapidly  shifting 
world  economic  scene,  it  is  said.  If  the 
year’s  financial  report  indicates  a not  too 
significant  percentage  of  revenue  was  con- 
tributed by  foreign  countries  it  is  con- 
ceivable a revision  of  the  company’s  capi- 
tal structure  may  not  be  necessary  for 
some  time,  this  view  maintains. 


Calm  at  Universal  Over 
Suit  by  Stockholders 

New  York — Complete  confidence  pre- 
vails at  Universal  over  the  stockholders’ 
suit  filed  against  the  company,  charging 
“looting  and  wasting.”  The  litigants  are 
Samuel  I.  Posen  and  two  stockholders, 
Celia  Braun  and  Esther  M.  Tomlach  who 
jointly  claim  to  be  holders  of  100  shares 
of  common  and  331  of  first  preferred. 

“The  main  basis  of  the  complaint  filed 
by  Mr.  Posen  against  Universal  and  its  di- 
rectors is  the  sale  of  an  English  distributing 
subsidiary  and  the  making  of  certain  em- 
ployment contracts  after  the  recent  change 
in  ownership  of  Universal,”  the  company 
formally  declares.  “The  subsequent  his- 
tory of  Universal  and  its  record  of  prog- 
ress and  achievement  domestically,  in  Eng- 
land and  throughout  the  world,  is  a com- 
plete justification  of  the  distribution  and 
other  policies  pursued  by  the  new  owners 
and  management  and  a complete  answer 
to  the  baseless  and  imfounded  charges  of 
mismanagement.  Universal  and  its  direc- 
tors are  confident  that  they  will  thor- 
oughly answer  these  charges  in  court  when 
the  case  comes  up  for  trial.” 

The  action,  filed  in  the  supreme  court, 
embraces  Universal  Pictures  Corporation, 
all  subsidiaries  past  and  present.  Standard 
Capital  Company,  Western  Electric,  Erpi, 
Eastman  Kodak,  Charles  R.  Rogers,  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  J.  Arthur  Rank  of  Lon- 
don, Samuel  Spring,  Budd  Rogers,  Wil- 
lard S.  McKay,  Robert  H.  Cochrane,  Daniel 
M.  Shaefeer,  Paul  G.  Brown,  Willis  H.  Tay- 
lor jr.,  Ottavio  Prochet,  and  Daniel  C. 
Collin.  Some  of  these  men  are  no  longer 
identified  with  the  company. 

The  plaintiff  claims  Erpi  formed  Stan- 
dard Capital  with  Cowdin  in  1935  for  the 
financing  of  pictures  and  that  Cowdin, 
Standard  Capital,  Rank  and  Charles  R. 
Rogers  then  joined  in  a conspiracy  to  ac- 
quire control  of  Universal  at  no  cost  to 
themselves.  Since  then,  it  is  alleged,  they 
secured  the  resignation  of  officers  and 
directors  and  substituted  directors  who 
would  be  subservient  to  their  wishes;  ter- 
minated existing  contracts  and  “looted” 
the  treasury  and  assets  of  the  company. 
It  is  also  charged  excessive  fees  and  com- 
missions were  paid  and  employment  con- 
tracts at  excessive  salaries  entered  into. 

The  complaint  also  charges  the  pur- 
chase price  of  $5,450,000  for  Universal  was 
exorbitant,  but  that  the  “conspirators” 
planned  to  pay  for  the  purchase  of  the 
parent  company  by  “looting”  Universal  of 
Universal  Pictures,  Ltd.,  an  English  sub- 


FRONTIER  VENGEANCE  (Rep)— A story  of 
the  stagecoach  business  with  all  of  the  re- 
liable action  elements  thrown  in.  Don 
Barry,  Betty  Moran.  Director  Nate  Watt. 

MOZART  (SR) — The  best  part  of  this  show  is 
on  the  sound  track.  The  story  is  familiar 
rigamarole  of  thwarted  genius  in  the  time 
of  Empress  Maria  Theresa.  Stephen  Hag- 
gard, Victoria  Hopper. 

OPEN  ROAD,  THE  (SR)— A French  film  that 
provides  compelling  drama.  It's  earthy 
stuff  that  unfolds  interestingly.  A vaga- 
bond returns  after  20  years  to  the  scene  of 
his  affair  with  a farm  girl,  and  is  in  time 
to  pave  the  way  for  the  marriage  of  a 
girl  who  is  his  daughter.  Victor  Francen. 

THEY  KNEW  WHAT  THEY  WANTED  (RKO)— 
As  earthy  as  the  fertile  California  soil 
which  furnishes  its  locale,  is  this  drama  of 
plain  folks  and  their  behavior  under  in- 
tense and  unaccustomed  emotional  stress. 
Launched  on  a note  of  broad  comedy,  the 
story  steers  a course  toward  deeper  dra- 
matic water  and  approaches  tragedy  in  its 
closing  chapters.  The  picture  is  dominated 
throughout  by  Charles  Laughton,  whose 
characterization  of  an  Italian-American 
grape  grower  equals,  if  it  doesn't  surpass, 
any  of  his  previous  best  performances.  So 
outstanding  is  his  work  that  Carole  Lom- 
bard and  an  excellent  supporting  cast,  al- 
beit their  respective  contributions  are  mag- 
nificent, must  content  themselves  with 
gleanings  in  the  thespic  honor  field.  With 
virtually  every  element  to  appeal  to  a wide 


sidiary,  and  by  using  the  proceeds  of  the 
disposition  of  that  company  to  pay  for  the 
purchase  price  of  the  parent  corporation. 
It  is  alleged  Rank,  after  subscribing  to 
debentures  and  stock  of  Universal,  received 
the  right  to  purchase  Universal  Pictures, 
Ltd.,  for  $600,000,  while  it  is  charged  the 
actual  value  was  over  three  million. 

It  is  also  claimed  Cowdin  caused  Uni- 
versal to  issue  525,681  shares  of  common 
stock  to  the  seven  voting  trustees  of  Uni- 
versal, three  of  whom  were  Cowdin,  Rank 
and  Rogers,  and  the  other  four  directors 
of  Standard  Capital  and  that  when  Uni- 
versal received  $2,000,000  from  the  pub- 
lic for  its  stock,  the  money  was  loaned 
back  to  the  company  at  six  per  cent  in- 
terest. 

Protest  Merger  of  Subsidiaries 

The  merging  of  Universal  subsidiaries  is 
also  protested,  with  “Big  U”  and  Univer- 
sal Pictures,  the  producing  company,  be- 
ing “forced”  to  support  through  their 
earnings  the  losing  parent  company.  Uni- 
versal money  was  used  to  settle  personal 
obligations  of  the  defendants,  it  is  claimed, 
and  several  examples  were  cited.  The  con- 
tracts of  Cowdin,  Rogers  and  Cochrane, 
each  for  five  years  at  $1,750,  $2,000  and 
$2,000  a week  respectively,  are  attacked, 
with  the  charge  being  made  that  neither 
Cochrane  nor  Rogers  had  the  business 
ability  or  experience  to  be  worth  the  sal- 
aries they  were  paid.  It  is  claimed  the 
company  consistently  lost  money  while 
these  executives  were  in  charge  and  was 
forced  to  let  them  go,  but  paid  them  off 
in  full. 

It  is  claimed,  too,  that  the  majority  of 
the  board  of  directors  participated  in  the 


range  of  entertainment  tastes,  the  film 
posseses  ample  indications  of  becoming  an 
outstanding  hit,  both  in  acclaim  and  fi- 
nancial support.  Production  was  entrusted 
to  Erich  Pommer,  his  second  telling  effort 
for  this  company,  and  Garson  Kanin  di- 
rected. Both  must  be  credited  with  having 
done  their  sizeable  bits  in  making  the  ef- 
fort a success. 

THIRD  FINGER,  LEFT  HAND  (M-G-M)— They 
don't  turn  'em  out  much  faster  or  funnier 
than  this  slick,  smart,  sophisticated  com- 
edy of  romantic  entanglements  and  marital 
errors.  It's  right  in  the  groove  for  the 
delicately  shaded  brand  of  farce  at  which 
Myma  Loy  and  Melvyn  Douglas,  who  carry 
the  leads,  excel — and  the  result  is  some- 
thing that  exhibitors  and  customers  alike 
ore  going  to  hail  with  joy.  Peg  it  for  sub- 
stantial grosses  and  well  pleased  audi- 
ences. John  W.  Considine  jr.  produced; 
Robert  Z.  Leonard  directed. 

TIME  IN  THE  SUN  (SR)— Disconnected  se- 
quences of  the  cultural  and  sociological 
aspects  of  the  Mexican  Indian  that  manage 
to  hold  interest.  From  footage  shot  by 
Sergei  Eisenstein  in  Mexico. 

WHIRLPOOL  (SR)— Performed  in  the  expert 
style  of  better  French  product,  the  story  is 
of  a voung  husband  who  becomes  para- 
lyzed and  of  his  devoted  wife,  who,  at  the 
mercy  of  her  instincts,  succumbs  to  them. 
The  ultimate  result  is  the  suicide  of  her 
husband  when  he  learns  of  her  infidelity. 
Jeanne  Boitel,  Jean  Galland. 


John  Hay  Whitney  Into 
Coordination  Move 

Washington — John  Hay  Whitney,  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  Selznick-Interna- 
tional,  has  been  named  director  on  mo- 
tion pictures  in  the  federal  effort  to  co- 
ordinate commercial  and  cultural  relations 
between  the  American  republics.  The  ap- 
pointment was  made  by  Nelson  A.  Rocke- 
feller, coordinator  of  the  movement. 

James  W.  Young,  director  of  the  bureau 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce,  will 
serve  as  director  of  the  division  of  com- 
munications with  supervision  over  motion 
pictures,  radio  and  the  press.  Directors  of 
the  press  and  radio  divisions  have  not  yet 
been  announced. 


Two  Pay  Dividend 

New  York — Columbia  has  declared  a 68 
and  % cents  dividend  on  the  $2.75  pre- 
ferred, payable  November  15  to  stockhold- 
ers of  November  1. 

Loew’s  has  declared  a quarterly  dividend 
of  $1.62  */2  on  its  preferred,  payable  No- 
vember 15  to  stockholders  of  October  29. 


acts  charged  in  the  complaint  and  con- 
doned them.  An  accoimting  by  all  defend- 
ants is  sought.  The  cancellation  of  exist- 
ing contracts,  the  payment  back  of  all 
funds,  the  dissolving  of  all  mergers  and 
the  removal  of  Cowdin  from  an  authorita- 
tive position  are  asked. 


Complete  Reviews  on  the  above  pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue. 
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THE 

WORLD  WILL  SOON  BE 
lAO^HlNO  AGAINI 

WORLD  PREMIERE  TUESDAY  EVE.,  OCTOBER  15 
at  the  Astor  and  the  Capitol  Theatres,  New  York. 
All  seats  reserved  at  $2.20.  Thereafter,  all  seats 
reserved  at  the  Astor  only  at  $2.20  top,  while  at 
the  Capitol,  continuous  showing,  from  $1.10  to  75c. 


PRODUCED,  WRITTEN  AND  DIRECTED  BY  CHARLES  CHAPLIN 

with  PAULETTE  GODDARD 

JACK  OAKIE .HENRY  DANIELL-  REGINALD  GARDINER  • BILLY  GILBERT • MAURICE  MOSCOVICH 
Released  thru  UNITED  ARTISTS 


THE  Great  DICTATOR 


91  NEW  THEATRES  OPENED  IN  THIRD  QUARTER; 
243  TO  SEPT.  30,  BUT  PACE  IS  SLACKENING 

r~  - - 


Planned 

1 


What  and  Where  They  Are 

Theatres  in  work,  planned  and  opened  for  the  quarter  beginning  July  1,  1940 
cover  39  states,  and  also  Canada,  as  correlated  by  Boxoffice  correspondents.  Statistic- 
ally, here  is  a state-by-state  recapitulation: 

State — In  Work 

Alabama  2 

Arizona  

California  

Colorado  

Connecticut  1 

District  of  Columbia  1 

Delaware  

Florida  2 

Georgia  5 

Dlinois  1 

Indiana  1 

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky  

Louisiana  2 

Maine  1 

Maryland  2 

Massachusetts  2 

Michigan  2 

Minnesota  1 

Mississippi  2 

Missouri  l 

Nebraska  l 

New  Hampshire  

New  Jersey i 

New  York  2 

North  Carolina  

Ohio  8 

Oklahoma  2 

Oregon  

Pennsylvania  7 

South  Carolina  1 

Tennessee  2 

Texas  7 

Utah  .... 

Vermont  " 1 

Virginia  1’....”  1 ]...  1 

Washington  ".!..!!!!  ....  !!!!  2 

West  Virginia  4 ]...  2 

Canada  ] 1 ""  2 


1 


Opened 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 


Totals  64 


39 


91 


Fewer  in  Work  Pointing 
The  Trend;  War  Hits 
Canadian  Activity 

Activity  in  the  theatre  field  increased 
during  the  third  quarter  of  the  current 
year,  a recapitulation  of  building  showing 
a gain  of  eight  new  projects  opened  in  the 
last  three  months  as  compared  with  the 
previous  quarter,  which  marked  a high  for 
the  year. 

In  all,  91  new  theatres  bowed  from  July 
1 to  September  30.  This  compares  with  83 
from  April  1 to  June  30  and  69  from 
January  1 to  March  31.  So  far,  the  record 
shows  243  new  structures  since  the  first 
of  the  year. 

In  contrast,  however,  new  theatres  in 
work  reached  a new  low  in  the  past  three 
months.  There  were  64  under  construc- 
tion, as  compared  with  65  for  the  first 
three  months  and  96  for  the  second  quar- 
ter. In  the  planned  category,  the  low 
mark  continued  with  only  39  reported  by 
Boxoffice  correspondents.  This  is  a de- 
cided letdown  from  the  first  quarter, 
which  looked  forward  to  81  projects  con- 
templated and  87  for  the  second  quarter. 

Texas  Buzzes  With  Activity 

Texas  continues  to  buzz  with  activity. 
This  state  reports  seven  in  work,  five 
planned  and  eight  opened  during  the  past 
three  months.  Ohio  leads  all  others  for 
the  quarter  with  eight  theatres  in  work, 
six  planned  and  eight  opened.  Pennsyl- 
vania came  through  with  seven  new  struc- 
tures in  process  and  eight  already  added 
to  distributor  accounts. 

Georgia  reports  five  in  work  and  Mis- 
souri mooched  into  the  front  rank  with 
five  newly  opened  theatres.  Georgia  also 
lighted  up  six  new  projects. 

Canada  is  falling  off.  Once  a beehive 
of  activity,  the  latest  resume  indicates  no 
new  houses  planned,  only  one  in  work  and 
two  opened.  This  is  an  all-time  low  and 
beyond  question  due  to  the  war. 


Sparks  Built  15  to  18 
In  Past  Two  Years 

New  York — The  Sparks  circuit  in  Flor- 
ida, which  now  totals  over  100,  built  from 
15  to  18  theatres  within  the  past  two 
years,  E.  J.  Sparks,  head  of  the  circuit, 
stated  while  in  New  York  with  his  general 
manager,  Frank  Rodgers. 

Within  the  next  week  or  10  days,  work 
will  start  on  a new  600-seat  house  in  Lake 
Wales,  Fla.,  where  the  circuit  already  is 
represented  with  a theatre.  Other  towns 
which  have  had  new  units  within  the  past 
24  months  are  Jacksonville,  St.  Augustine, 
Coco,  Lake  Worth,  Dana,  Tallahasse,  Win- 
ter Park,  Orlando,  Ft.  Meyers,  Ft.  Lauder- 
dale, Hollywood  and  Plant  City. 

Sparks  came  on  to  New  York  after  his 
first  visit  to  the  coast  studios  in  15  years. 
He  dubbed  his  visit  a “frolic.” 


Dieterle  to  Make  Two  lor 
Release  Through  RKO 

Hollywood — William  Dieterle  has  closed 
a deal  with  RKO  for  two  pictures  under 
his  own  production  aegis  which  will  be 
known  as  William  Dieterle  Productions, 
capitalized  at  $1,000,000. 

The  director  is  president  of  the  com- 
pany and  Robert  J.  Leonard  is  vice-presi- 
dent, A.  Ronald  Button,  secretary-trea- 
surer, and  Charles  L.  Glett,  associate  pro- 
ducer. The  new  imit  starts  operations  im- 
mediately at  the  RKO  studios. 


Michalove  to  Australia 
For  Merger  Conclusion 

New  York — ^Dan  Michalove  of  20th-Fox 
has  left  for  the  coast  on  his  first  lap  to 
Sydney,  Australia,  where  he  will  attend  to 
the  final  details  in  the  20-year  pooling  ar- 
rangement between  Greater  Union  Thea- 
tres and  Hoyts,  partly  owned  by  20th-Fox. 

While  terms  for  the  deal  have  been  rati- 
fied by  both  boards,  final  details  will  be 


ironed  out  after  Michalove’s  arrival.  No 
date  has  been  set  when  the  arrangement 
will  become  effective.  GUT  has  18  first 
runs  in  the  capital  cities  of  Australia, 
while  Hoyts  has  approximately  100  thea- 
tres in  the  neighborhoods.  A few  years 
ago,  a five-year  operating  agreement  ex- 
pired between  the  two  circuits. 


Reallirms  Legion  Pledge 

Indianapolis — Contending  that  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  partly 
objectionable  and  of  condemned  pictures 
in  the  National  Legion  of  Decency  film 
lists,  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  reiterated  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing here  its  support  of  the  national  Cath- 
olic organization. 


Modify  "Cargo"  Ban 

New  York — On  “the  assurance”  that  a 
revised  version  of  “Strange  Cargo”  will  be 
the  one  exhibited  nationally  henceforth, 
the  Legion  of  Decency  has  altered  its  for- 
mer “condemned”  classification  to  “A-II,” 
or  “Unobjectionable  for  Adults.” 
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In  this  issue  . . . 


RELIEF:  “Adroit  Structural  Plannmg  to 
Abate  the  Dual-Bill  Mischief” 


HOUSE  HYGIENE:  “Make  Sure  Your 
Theatre  Doesn’t  Wear  a False  Face” 


TRIBUTE : “Orchids  to  Our  Engineers  for 
Their  Outstanding  Achievements” 


PRESENTING:  “Who’s  Who  in  the  So- 
ciety of  Motion  Picture  Engineers” 


RETROSPECT : “Twenty-Four  Years  of 
Service  in  the  Cause  of  Better  Projec- 
tion” 


CINE  SERVICE:  “Benefits  the  Exhibitor 
Derives  From  the  Deliberations  of 
S.M.P.E.” 


AIR  CONDITIONING:  “I  Try  to  ‘Fish’ 
My  Way  Out  of  Tangled  Affairs” 


ACOUSTICS:  “Acoustical  Materials  That 
Reduce  the  Cost  of  Redecoration” 

* 

PLANNING:  “Public  Reaction  Perpetuates 
a Five-Year  Remodeling  Program” 

. . start  reading  on  page  39 


Termed  a Pleasure 
Around  UA  Office 


(Continued  from  page  13) 

issue  in  which  the  picture  layout  on  “The 
Dictator”  would  appear.  Although  key  pa- 
pers and  syndicates  were  supplied  with 
what  would  be  expected  to  fulfill  their  de- 
mands, 41  requests  for  additional  ma- 
terial were  received.  If  this  enthusiasm 
for  “The  Great  Dictator”  layouts  seems  a 
bit  unusual,  consider  the  case  of  PM,  New 
York’s  newest  newspaper,  which,  on  the 
day  the  layout  appeared,  sold  40,000  more 
than  the  usual  copies  which  the  manage- 
ment attributes  directly  to  its  10 -page 
spread  of  Chaplin  scenes. 

It  may  be  argued  that,  in  spite  of  this 
overwhelming  press  reception  to  the  film, 
millions  of  potential  juveniles  who  know 
comparatively  little  of  what  Chaplin 
stands  for  may  have  escaped  the  “bite,” 
With  this  in  mind,  a special  campaign 
aimed  at  children  is  being  conducted  on 
a wide  scale.  It  includes  a tieup  with  a 
publishing  concern  which  will  distribute 


Wanl  to  Settle  All 
The  Suits  First 


(Continued  from  page  4) 

government  on  any  points  which  may  have 
been  in  doubt. 

No  changes  in  the  intent  of  the  August 
3 draft  have  been  made,  although,  it  is 
stated,  considerable  alteration  in  the 
language  has  resulted  from  the  meetings 
held  in  the  past  few  weeks.  Additional 
changes  will  be  made,  a spokesman  asserts, 
until  the  definitive  draft  is  presented  to 
Federal  Judge  Henry  Warren  Goddard 
next  Tuesday  for  approval. 

The  committee  embarking  to  Washing- 
ton was  composed  of  Schenck,  Schaefer, 
Thacher,  Rubin,  Hazen,  Perkins,  Dwight, 
Shipman,  Keough  and  Irvine. 

Strict  secrecy  as  to  the  contents  of  the 
decree’s  language  has  prevailed  with  each 
of  the  copies  in  circulation  numbered  for 
confidential  purposes. 

Originally  set  for  an  October  7 hearing, 
a court  postponement  was  taken  at  the 
request  of  J.  Stephen  Doyle,  special  as- 
sistant to  the  attorney  general,  because 
“unforeseen  difficulties”  had  prevented 
consummation  of  the  decree.  These  dif- 
ficulties turned  out  to  be  the  intervening 
Jewish  holidays.  Doyle  told  the  court 
everything  had  been  agreed  upon  by  both 
sides  and  formal  approval  by  Thurman 
Arnold  was  lacking  as  of  that  day. 

Jacob  Schecter,  representing  Allied  of 
New  York,  appeared  and  announced  his 
intention  of  intervening.  Schecter  re- 
quested the  court  to  have  the  government 
supply  him  with  a copy  of  the  consent  de- 
cree so  that  he  might  draw  his  petition 
properly.  This  Judge  Goddard  refused  to 
do,  stating  that  it  was  up  to  the  govern- 
ment. Schecter  declared  he  objected  to 
the  blocks-of-five  provision  mainly,  but  it 
was  stated  other  independent  groups  will 
also  seek  either  intervention  or  the  status  of 
amicus  curiae.  Despite  the  fact  that  they 
will  be  allowed  to  explain  their  objections, 
many  independents  are  fearful  the  court 
may  brush  them  off.  Already,  therefore, 
attorneys  for  independents  are  preparing 
to  take  their  intervention  status  to  the 
circuit  court  of  appeals,  if  denied  by  Judge 
Goddard. 

Attorneys  for  the  majors  see  little  likeli- 
hood that  Judge  Goddard  will  recognize 
the  right  of  exhibitors  to  intervene  in  the 
decree  hearings,  advancing  the  technical 
reasons  the  court  will  maintain  that  the 
exhibitor  protest  is  based  on  speculation 
as  to  the  workability  or  otherwise  of  the 
five-block  arrangement  and  can  produce 
no  conclusive  proof  beyond  speculation 
that  the  plan  will  not  function  properly. 

The  anticipation  is  that  the  final  hur- 
dles, which  reputedly  are  not  serious,  will 
be  hopped  by  the  government  and  the 
majors  to  allow  formalizing  of  the  decree 
in  three  weeks. 


millions  of  items  to  arrest  attention  for 
Chaplin  and  which  will  be  sold  in  various 
forms  from  five  cents  to  $1. 

Such  well-known  writers  as  Iris  Barry, 
Max  Eastman  and  Alexander  Bakshy  have 
been  engaged  to  prepare  special  stories  on 
the  film,  for  which  there  are  said  to  be 
numerous  takers.  This  applies  to  the  ef- 
forts of  artists  Sam  Berman,  Soglow  and 
Sam  Hirshman,  to  mention  a few. 

All  this,  of  course,  comprises  the  ad- 
vance, national  campaign,  the  reader  focal 
point  of  which  is  “Chaplin  is  back.”  As 
local  engagements  get  under  way — that  is. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  OWNERSHIP,  MANAGE- 
MENT, CIRCULATION,  ETC.,  REQUIRED  BY 
THE  ACTS  OF  CONGRESS  OF  AUGUST 
34,  1913,  AND  MARCH  3,  1933. 

Of  BOXOFFICE,  published  weekly  at  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  for  October  12,  1940. 

State  of  Missouri, 

County  of  Jackson,  ss. 

Before  me,  a Notary  Public  in  and  for  the 
State  and  county  aforesaid,  personally  appeared 
Morris  Schlozman,  who,  having  been  duly  sworn 
according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is 
the  Business  Manager  of  the  BOXOFFICE  Maga- 
zine and  that  the  following  is,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  a true  statement  of  the 
ownership,  management  (and  if  a daily  paper,  the 
circulation),  etc.,  of  the  aforesaid  publication  for 
the  date  shown  in  the  above  caption,  required  by 
the  Act  of  August  24,  1912,  as  amended  by  the 
Act  of  March  3,  1933,  embodied  in  section  537, 
Postal  Laws  and  Regulations,  printed  on  the  re- 
verse of  this  form,  to  wit: 

1.  That  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  pub- 
lisher, editor-in-chief,  editor,  managing  editor,  and 
business  manager  are:  Publisher:  Ben  Shlyen, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Editor-in-Chief,  Maurice  D. 
Kann,  New  York,  N.  Y. ; Editor,  Wm.  G.  Formby, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Managing  Editor,  Jesse  Shlyen, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Business  Manager:  Morris 
Schlozman,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

2.  That  the  owner  is:  (If  owned  by  a corpora- 
tion, its  name  and  address  must  be  stated  and 
also  immediately  thereunder  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  stockholders  owning  or  holding  one 
per  cent  or  more  of  total  amount  of  stock.  If  not 
owned  by  a corporation,  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  individual  owners  must  be  given.  If  owned 
by  a firm,  company,  or  other  unincorporated  con- 
cern, its  name  and  address,  as  well  as  those  of 
each  individual  member,  must  be  given). 

Ben  Shlyen,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Clara  Shlyen,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

3.  That  the  known  bondholders,  mortgagees, 
and  other  security  holders  owning  or  holding  1 per 
cent  or  more  of  total  amount  of  bonds,  mortgages, 
or  other  securities  are:  (If  there  are  none,  so 
state).  There  are  none. 

4.  That  the  two  paragraphs  next  above,  giving 
the  names  of  the  owners,  stockholders,  and  se- 
curity holders,  if  any,  contain  not  only  the  list  of 
stockholders  and  security  holders  as  they  appear 
upon  the  books  of  the  company  but  also,  in  cases 
where  the  stockholder  or  security  holder  appears 
upon  the  books  of  the  company  as  trustee  or  in 
any  other  fiduciary  relation,  the  name  of  the 
person  or  corporation  for  whom  such  trustee  is 
acting,  is  given;  also  that  the  said  two  paragraphs 
contain  statements  embracing  affiant’s  full  knowl- 
edge and  belief  as  to  the  circumstances  and  con- 
ditions under  which  stockholders  and  security 
holders  who  do  not  appear  upon  the  books  of  the 
company  as  trustees,  hold  stock  and  securities  in 
a capacity  other  than  that  of  a bona  fide  owner; 
and  this  affiant  has  no  reason  to  believe  that 
any  other  person,  association,  or  corporation  has 
any  interest  direct  or  indirect  in  the  said  stock, 
bonds,  or  other  securities  than  as  so  stated  by  him. 

MORRIS  SCHLOZMAN,  Business  Manager. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  5th 
day  of  October,  1940. 

BETTY  DOLON,  Notary  Public. 
(My  commission  expires  Dec.  1,  1943.) 


WB  Conscripts  Assured 
Aid  and  Job  Safety 

New  York — Warner  has  notified  its  em- 
ployes that  those  drafted  for  military  ser- 
vice, as  well  as  members  of  the  National 
Guard,  will  be  restored  to  their  former 
posts  at  the  expiration  of  their  duties. 
Harry  M.  Warner  states  employes  will 
be  given  a special  leave  of  absence  and  as- 
sures them  the  positions  they  hold  at  the 
time  of  entering  military  service,  or  simi- 
lar posts,  will  be  available  upon  their  re- 
turn. 

He  also  declares  all  employes  who  have 
been  with  the  company  over  one  year  will 
receive  two  weeks’  salary  when  reporting 
for  duty  and  that  consideration  will  be 
given  to  the  payment  of  a monthly  sum  to 
the  employe  or  his  dependents,  such  sum 
to  be  decided  upon  due  examination  of  fi- 
nancial circumstances  in  each  particular 
case. 


as  soon  as  bookings  are  closed — UA’s  field 
staff  goes  into  action.  It  will  operate  in 
conjunction  with  theatres  on  a “personal- 
ized, not  catalogue,  basis.” 
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Sees  Pressure  Motive  Behind 
Appraisals  by  Public  Groups 


(Continued  from  page  9) 

to  take  away  that  ‘advantage’  which  the 
exhibitor  has. 

“And  may  God  help  the  exhibitor.’’ 

The  following  communication  was  re- 
ceived from  A.  West  Johnson,  president  of 
the  World  Attractions  Co.,  operators  of  the 
Heilig  Theatre  at  Eugene,  Ore.: 

“I  think  I have  never  seen  an  article 
which,  by  its  entire  tone,  was  more  in- 
sulting to  the  intelligence  of  the  average 
exhibitor,  nor  a more  coldly  calculated 
misrepresentation  of  the  position  and 
opinion  of  the  average  exhibitor.  It  is  a 
deliberate  lie,  issued  with  the  malicious 
intent  of  subversive  influence  on  public 
opinion. 

“I  refuse  to  permit  any  ‘spokesman  for 
the  “Big  Five”  ’ to  speak  for  me.  When 
he  says,  ‘The  exhibitor  squawks  about 
groups  of  five,  most  likely,  are  from  those 
who  have  been  the  fortunate  ones  who  . . . 
now  fear  that  on  the  new  basis  they  might 
have  to  pay  what  the  pictures  are  worth,’ 
he  is  a liar  in  his  teeth,  and  I rise  to  call 
him  so. 

“In  numerous  conversations  that  I have 
had  with  exhibitors  over  the  entire  states 
of  Oregon  and  Washington,  I can  reliably 
state  that  opposition  to  the  consent  decree 
terms  is  being  voiced  by  every  single  ex- 
hibitor, large  or  small,  of  high  or  low  de- 
gree, who  has  read  or  studied  the  text  of 


the  proposed  decree.  I state  that  this  op- 
position is  100  per  cent,  and  I deny  that 
those  independent  exhibitors,  collectively 
or  individually,  have  been  ‘enjoying  un- 
fair advantage.’  They  are  the  small  men 
who  are  producing  the  pennies  out  of 
which  this  spokesman  is  enjoying  his 
dollars. 

“However,  regardless  of  the  truth  or 
falsity  of  this  spokesman’s  views,  to  me  it 
seems  unethical  and  almost  unbelievable 
that  Boxoffice  would  print  his  statements 
without  insisting  that  the  source  be  re- 
vealed. Purporting  to  be  an  exhibitor 
magazine,  Boxoffice  has  struck  a knife  of 
perfidy  in  the  back  of  the  very  man  who 
supports  it,  the  exhibitor. 

“If  the  man  who  made  those  statements 
is  responsible  enough  to  make  them,  it 
seems  to  follow  surely  that  he  is  respon- 
sible enough  to  back  them  up.  I insist  that 
Boxoffice  print  the  name  of  the  person 
quoted  in  this  article,  or  suffer  the  fate  of 
being  regarded  as  a tool  in  the  pay  of  the 
‘Big  Five’.” 

A San  Francisco  exhibitor  feels  keenly 
about  the  matter,  also.  He  is  Ben  Levin 
of  the  General  Theatrical  Co.  who,  in  his 
letter,  criticizes,  but  makes  a suggestion  as 
well.  He  writes: 

“I  consider  your  article  on  page  four, 
September  28  issue  of  Boxoffice,  the  most 
insulting  article  towards  independent  ex- 
hibitors that  I have  read  in  20  years. 

“The  ‘fat-head’  who  was  the  source  is. 


Anti-Nazis  Intensiiy 
Merchandise  Boycott 


New  York — The  Non-Sectarian  Anti- 
Nazi  League  is  intensifying  its  boycott 
against  Nazi  merchandise,  including  films, 
which  the  league  asserts  is  arriving  in  this 
country  despite  the  British  blockade.  Clip- 
per ships  are  being  used  by  the  Nazis  to 
circumvent  the  blockade,  the  league  adds, 
and  notes  shipments  from  Germany  are 
still  arriving  via  Portugal,  Spain,  Russia 
and  Japan. 

“The  Nazis  are  planning  to  flood  Latin 
America  with  their  goods,”  the  organiza- 
tion states,  “not  only  in  an  attempt  to  take 
control  of  its  market  but  also  to  find  a 
means  of  getting  goods  into  the  United 
Sates  by  a roundabout  route.” 


to  put  it  mildly,  a liar  of  the  worst  kind, 
particularly  when  he  says,  ‘He  (the  ex- 
hibitor) can  no  longer  take  a 10-month 
holiday  following  six  or  eight  weeks  spent 
on  buying  for  the  year.  He  will  have  to 
be  on  the  job  52  weeks  a year.’  Coming 
from  distribution  sources  that  is  a swell 
thought  when  we,  the  independent  exhibi- 
tors who  are  on  the  battle  front  for  the 
motion  picture  industry  365  days  a year, 
get  these  kind  of  remarks  from  this  ‘fat- 
head’ who  probably  lounges  all  winter  in 
Florida. 

“An  intelligent  discussion  in  open  de- 
bate on  the  false  and  belittling  remarks 
made  in  this  article  would  bring  a lot  of 
things  to  light.  Let’s  have  it.  Until  then, 
we  must  insist  on  the  publication  of  the 
name  of  this  so-called  source.” 


KENNY  FRANCES  HUGH  MARY  ANN 

BAKER  • LANGFORD  • HERBERT  • BOLAND  • MILLER 

PATSY  KELLY  . PHIL  SILVERS  . STERLING  HOLLOWAY  . DONALD  MACBRIDE 
BARNETT  PARKER  . FRANKLIN  PANGBORN  . SIX  HITS  AND  A MISS 

BORRAH  MINEVITCH  and  his  HARMONICA  RASCALS 


JOHN  H,  AUER.  DIRECTOR 


KSNMY  8AK€R  mjFMMCSS  LANGFOJtO 


SING  FOUR  HIT  TUNES— "MAKE  YOURSELF  AT  HOME"— "WHO  AM  I? 


HIT  PARADE 


A REPUBLIC  PICTURE 


AND  A EDILLIANT  CAXT  CD  ^CDEEN  AND  DADIC  /TADJ! 
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FEATURE  PRODUCTIONS -Widely 

diversified  in  discriminating  audience  appeal 
— Works  of  famous  authors  and  recognized 
screen  playwrights  selected  for  their  titles 
and  topical  value. 


WE  STERNS  — Will  epitomize  frontier 
gallantry  and  courage,  and  will  contain  an 
abundance  of  the  fundamental  elements  so 
essential  to  this  typf  of  screen  entertainment. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICES 
1501  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


STUDIOS 

1033  CAHUANGA  AVE. 
HOLLYWOOD.  CAL. 


A HAPPY  SOLUTION  TO 
YOUR  BOX-OFFICE  PROBLEMS! 


SPECIAL  ATTRACTIONS  - Without 

exception  will  be  veritable  slices  of  life -and 
with  one  thought  uppermost  in  their  concep- 
tion and  presentation  — will  contain  exploita- 
tion angles  that  pull  in  the  masses. 


Clearance  Unchanged 
By  Admissions  Hike 


New  York — Increase  in  early  bird  ad- 
missions by  the  Roxy,  Strand  and  Para- 
mount to  a 35-cent  opening  price  does  not 
carry  with  it  any  additional  clearances  for 
the  Broadway  houses.  Where  subsequents 
follow  seven  and  14  days  after  the  key 
runs,  this  policy  will  be  continued.  Neigh- 
borhood exhibitors  do  not  lend  any  sig- 
nificance to  the  advances  made  in  the 
Broadway  price  scale  and  generally  admit 
the  move  is  no  signal  for  them  to  do  like- 
wise. 

Business  in  the  neighborhoods  has  not 
changed  as  a result  of  the  three-theatre 
move,  exhibitors  declaring  good  pictures 
will  bring  ’em  in  and  the  so-sos  will  get 
fair  to  middlin’  takes.  The  State,  Cri- 
terion and  Palace  have  not  altered  the 
25-cent  opening  price.  The  Capitol  on 
Tuesday  will  increase  its  opening  and 
regular  scale  with  “The  Great  Dictator.” 

“Spring  Parade”  at  the  Roxy,  under  its 
new  price  hike,  garnered  one  of  the  best 
weeks  in  some  time,  according  to  the  man- 
agement. In  the  first  five  days  the  take 
was  $56,000.  The  Universal  film  is  being 
held  for  an  additional  fortnight  and  will 
be  followed  by  “Down  Argentine  Way,”  re- 
garded by  20th-Pox  as  one  of  its  biggest 
this  season. 


"Penny  Problem"  Solved 
By  RKO's  23rd  Street 

New  York — In  an  initial  move  de- 
signed to  “eliminate  the  penny  problem,” 
the  RKO  circuit  has  increased  its  39- 
cent  admission  at  the  23rd  Street  Thea- 
tre to  40  cents.  The  scale  now  reads  36 
cents,  plus  four  cents  federal  amusements 
tax,  instead  of  the  former  35  cents  with 
the  same  tax. 

The  circuit  also  is  studying  attendance 
figures  in  strategic  situations  in  the  met- 
ropolitan area  to  determine  if  it  is  neces- 
sary to  cut  scales  to  the  levels  instituted 
by  independent  opposition,  where,  it  is 
claimed,  the  regular  25-cent  charge  has 
been  reduced  to  20  cents  to  avoid  the  new 
federal  tax. 


Raps  "Prosperity"  Talk 
About  South  America 

New  York — Glowing  statements  about 
the  prosperity  of  the  South  American  mar- 
ket are  a boomerang  which  come  home  to 
roost  in  the  form  of  additional  tax  bur- 
dens on  American  distributors  and  ought 
to  be  cut  out,  declares  Nat  Liebeskind,  for- 
mer general  manager  of  RKO  in  South 
America.  He  is  here  on  a visit. 

“There  are  two  outstanding  observations 
to  make  about  that  market,”  he  observes. 
“One  is  that  good  pictures,  there  as  every- 
where, continue  to  get  the  big  money.  The 
other  is  the  standard  practice  by  return- 
ing foreign  sales  managers  of  gilding  the 
lily  about  how  well  their  companies  are 
doing.  Published  in  American  trade 
papers,  invariably  these  interviews  are  re- 
printed in  South  American  trade  and 
newspapers  and  suggest  to  the  various  gov- 
ernments there  new,  or  additional,  forms 
of  taxation.” 

Liebeskind  reports  business  is  thriving 
in  Brazil  where  admissions  have  been 
maintained  at  a low  level.  There,  he  adds, 
American  product  withstands  challenges 
because  the  public  insists  upon  having  it. 
“However,  in  the  Argentine  the  industry  is 
being  killed  because  of  the  current  prac- 


Against  5-Blocks:  450 

New  York — More  than  450  independent  exhibitor  protests  against  the  blocks  of 
five  provision  in  the  proposed  consent  decree  will  be  offered  in  testimony  by  the 
ITOA  if  it  is  successful  in  seeking  a hearing  before  Federal  Judge  Henry  W. 
Goddard,  according  to  Harry  Brandt,  president. 

The  protests  are  the  result  of  a poll  undertaken  by  the  organization  among 
its  members  and  independent  operators.  Only  a single  return  favored  the  pro- 
posal. Meanwhile,  the  organization  is  maintaining  its  campaign  urging  exhibitors 
to  protest  the  proposal  among  their  congressmen  with  the  specific  recommendation 
that  the  latter,  as  well  as  the  exhibitors  themselves,  communicate  their  position  to 
Thurman  Arnold  and  Judge  Goddard. 

Only  one  exhibitor  of  those  who  answered  the  ITOA  poll  favored  the  idea  of 
selling  that  way.  The  exhibitor  is  from  a small  town  in  Nebraska  and  his  comments 
about  some  of  the  executives  in  the  industry  are  highly  uncomplimentary. 

—JJ 

Kuykendall  Goes  Mysterious 
On  MPTOA  Decree  Approach 


New  York — In  view  of  the  fact  that  an 
estimated  10  days  to  three  weeks  may 
elapse  before  a consent  decree  is  signed 
and  “many  things  can  happen  in  the 
interim,”  the  MPTOA  has  come  to  no 
definite  conclusion  over  whether  it  will 
oppose  the  document  through  amicus 
curiae  proceedings  “or  use  another  meth- 
od.” This  is  the  view  of  Ed  Kuykendall, 
president,  who  declines  to  expand  on  the 
alternative  approach. 

Stopping  off  after  three  upstate  exhibi- 
tor meetings,  Kuykendall  infers  the 
MPTOA  may  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
seek  legal  means  to  protest  the  approval 
of  the  decree  before  Federal  Judge  Henry 
W.  Goddard.  “After  all,”  the  MPTOA 
head  declared,  “Judge  Goddard  has  a clear 
picture  of  the  consumer  interest  in  the 

Blocks  Are  Opposed 
By  UMPTO  Board 

Philadelphia — The  board  of  managers 
of  UMPTO  of  eastern  Pennsylvania, 
southern  New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  at  its 
first  fall  meeting  in  the  Bellevue-Strat- 
ford  Hotel,  reaffirmed  its  opposition  to 
the  blocks-of-five  provision  of  the  consent 
decree. 

The  organization  will  join  MPTOA,  the 
national  organization,  if  it  files  a petition 
in  the  federal  court  objecting  to  the  fea- 
ture. 

The  board  called  on  its  members  to  co- 
operate with  the  Red  Cross  campaign  by 
running  the  special  trailers.  It  decided 
not  to  take  a stand  on  the  “Ramparts  We 
Watch”  censorship  fight.  The  “Boom 
Town”  policy  of  advanced  admissions 
came  in  for  prolonged  discussion,  but  no 
official  decision  was  reached. 


tice  of  combining  five  or  six  features  on 
the  one  bill  and  because  admissions  are 
geared  at  too  high  a level.  In  the  interior 
of  the  country,  nationally-made  pictures 
are  cutting  into  American  films.  About 
50  to  60  pictures  are  made  annually  in 
the  Argentine.” 

German  newsreels  reach  the  latter 
country  regularly,  Liebeskind  further  re- 
ports. In  view  of  the  increase  in  houses 
showing  short  subject  programs,  these 
reels  occupy  the  feature  spot  and  the  pro- 
gram is  rounded  out  with  American 
shorts,  usually  played  after  earlier  runs 
have  finished  with  them. 


matter;  it  is  in  the  back  of  his  mind  be- 
cause he  has  been  bombarded  with  cor- 
respondence. And  the  court  must  think  of 
the  consumer  interest  in  this  suit.” 

Apparently  not  convinced  the  door  to 
successful  intervention  will  be  closed  even 
should  Judge  Goddard  approve  the  decree, 
Kuykendall  hints  MPTOA  has  a plan  in 
mind  that  might  receive  recognition  inde- 
pendent of  any  legalistic  approach.  Asked 
if  the  plan  was  of  “a  radical  nature,”  he 
replied:  “We  will  do  everything  that  is 
honorable  and  fair  to  protest  the  blocks  of 
five  provision.  Surely  by  now  the  proper 
authorities  must  know  resentment  against 
the  decree  as  it  stands  is  growing  every 
day.” 

He  observes  exhibitor  opinion  is  mysti- 
fied over  the  “inconsistencies”  of  Abram 
F.  Myers,  Allied’s  counsel.  Myers,  he  adds, 
“must  know  the  blocks  of  five  provision 
will  work  a hardship  on  his  own  mem- 
bers.” Kuykendall  offers  as  his  opinion 
that  Myers  at  no  time  had  a voice  in  the 
framing  of  the  decree,  as  the  latter  re- 
cently inferred  at  the  Allied  of  New  Jersey 
convention  in  Atlantic  City. 

The  MPTOA  head  puts  the  responsibil- 
ity of  the  blocks  of  five  plan  squarely  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  distributor  defendants, 
who,  he  asserts,  chose  it  in  preference  to 
an  alternative  plan  of  blocks  of  10  with  a 
cancellation  privilege.  Asked  if  this  view 
encompassed  the  department  of  justice’s 
consideration  of  public  interest,  Kuyken- 
dall replied:  “The  department  of  justice 
knows  the  blocks  of  five  plan  does  not 
answer  the  demands  of  public  groups.”  He 
is  of  the  belief  the  department  is  “sincere” 
and  is  “doing  its  best”  in  preparing  an 
equitable  decree,  but  he  “cannot  reconcile 
its  stand  against  block  booking  and  then 
see  it  condoning  blocks  of  five  selling.” 

Kuykendall  was  due  to  attend  the  con- 
vention of  Tri-States  in  Memphis  Sunday 
evening.  His  tentative  plan  was  to  return 
to  New  York  for  an  indefinite  stay.  The 
meetings  he  spoke  at  upstate  were  in  con- 
nection with  the  merging  of  MPTOA 
groups  in  Buffalo  with  those  in  Syracuse 
and  Albany.  He  said  there  was  room 
enough  in  the  state  for  two  units — the 
other  being  Allied  of  New  York,  headed 
by  Max  Cohen,  and  asserted  there  was 
“complete  accord”  in  this  respect  between 
Cohen  and  Charles  Hayman,  president  of 
the  Buffalo  unit. 

The  Buffalo  officers  will  continue  in 
their  posts  until  a convention  is  held 
shortly,  at  which  time  directors — not  less 
than  24  nor  more  than  36 — will  be  elected 
for  the  three  units.  Each  unit  will  have 
a vice-president,  with  Buffalo  to  maintain 
12  directors:  Syracuse,  six,  and  Albany,  six. 
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JJUNT  STROMBERG,  M-G-M  producer, 
is  in  town  after  witnessing  the  World 
Series  and  visiting  relatives  in  St.  Louis 
. . . Jackie  Buxbaum,  youngest  of  the  Bux- 
baum  clan,  has  the  unique  job  of  passing 
muster  on  all  new  planes  manufactured  by 
Grumman  Aircraft  Corp.  at  Farmingdale, 
L.  I.,  before  they  take  the  air  . . . Harold 
S.  Bareford’s  son  is  the  father  of  an  eight 
and  a half  pound  boy  born  in  the  Plain- 
field,  N.  J.,  Hospital  . . . Joe  Cooper  is  in 
town  from  Oklahoma  City  on  his  usual 
buying  trip  . . . Ernie  Emerling  temporar- 
ily has  taken  over  the  duties  of  Gene  Mur- 
phy, who  left  the  Loew  circuit  advertising 
and  publicity  setup  to  join  John  Joseph  at 
the  Universal  studios. 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  exiting  from  the 
Bar  Association  early  in  the  week,  meets 
a Boxoffice  reporter  and  says,  with  things 
as  they  are,  he  is  “busy  as  hell’’  . . . Larry 
Kent  has  added  considerable  poundage 
since  he  came  east  a few  months  ago  to 
assist  home  office  National  Theatres  ex- 
ecutives on  neio  film  buys  . . . Lon  C.  Cox, 
assistant  to  E.  C.  Rhoden  in  Kansas  City, 
is  in  town  to  spend  a couple  of  busy  weeks 
lining  up  new  deals  for  his  area  . . . Rick 
Ricketson,  another  visitor  at  National 
headquarters , from  Denver.  He  took  a few 
days  off  to  visit  his  son  in  New  England 
. . . E.  L.  Alperson  finally  left  for  Mil- 
waukee after  two  weeks  arouiid  National’s 
offices  . . . George  E.  Browne,  head  of  the 
lATSE,  continues  07i  the  coast,  which 
means  an  additional  delay  in  the  Local 
ZQQ-Empire  merger. 

John  J.  O’Connor  early  in  the  week  left 
his  top  coat  behind  in  the  Westchester 
train  bound  for  his  office,  and  to  his  sur- 
prise had  the  garment  returned  the  fol- 
lowing a.  m.  . . . “Doc”  A.  H.  Giannini  left 
Saturday  for  the  coast  after  a few  weeks 
in  town  . . . Joe  Berne  of  Cleveland  and 
better  known  as  Mort  Singer’s  attorney 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

And  So,  to  Boston — 

Judy  Canova,  star  of  “Scatterbrain,” 
steps  off  the  coast  plane  at  La  Guar- 
dia  Field  en  route  to  Boston  for  per- 
sonal appearances  at  the  New  Eng- 
land Food  Exposition. 


was  in  town  for  a few  days  on  RKO  busi- 
ness . . . Nat  Holt,  Ohio  district  manager 
for  the  circuit,  and  Harry  McDonald,  New 
England  zone  head,  also  were  home  office 
visitors  . . . Bernie  Kranze,  Albany  RKO 
branch  manager,  was  in  for  a one-day  visit 
. . . Sam  Roth  has  recovered  from  the 
grippe  which  kept  him  abed  for  a week 
. . . Harry  Goetz  says  he’s  still  working 
hard  on  plans  for  the  production  of  “The 
American  Way”  for  RKO  . . . Joe  Lee  of 
the  20th-Fox  exchange  tells  the  story  of 
why  he’s  going  to  vote  for  Roosevelt.  He 
declares  Wendell  Willkie  paraded  all  over 
town  Tuesday  and  didn’t  come  out  of  the 
rain  . . . Fred  Kent,  E.  J.  Sparks’  attorney, 
has  gone  back  to  Jacksonville  to  register 
for  the  draft.  He  is  expected  back  soon 
. . . Daniel  Mainwaring,  who  scribbles 
mystery  yarns  under  the  name  of  Geoffrey 
Homes,  has  had  “The  Man  Who  Murdered 
Goliath”  published  in  England. 

Norma  Davis,  secretary  to  John  J. 
O’Conyior,  is  going  Latin.  Anyway,  as  the 
result  of  one  of  those  Mexican  tours  she 
is  taking  Spanish  lessons  . . . Y.  Frank 
Freeman  and  Bob  Hope  flew  to  Memphis 
to  participate  in  the  huge  benefit  enter- 
tainment there  in  behalf  of  the  Red  Cross 
. . . Jack  Oakie  is  here  from  the  coast  for 
the  premiere  of  The  Great  You  Know  Who 
. . . Mona  Reilly  is  back  at  her  job  in 
Nate  Blumberg’s  office  but  her  mother, 
who  recently  met  with  an  automobile  ac- 
cident, is  still  ill.  In  the  meantime,  Larry 
Waterman  of  the  same  staff  reports  his 
mother  recently  had  an  accident  when  she 
tripped  over  a wire  and  cracked  her  wrist 
. . . Jules  Levey  plans  to  head  for  Holly- 
wood shortly  . . . Mort  Blumenstock  is  on 
a two-week  vacation  . . . Arthur  S.  Dickin- 
son. director  of  the  conservation  depart- 
ment of  the  MPPDA,  has  gone  to  the  coast 
to  attend  the  fall  meeting  of  the  SMPE  in 
Los  Angeles,  October  20-25.  He’ll  visit  ex- 
changes in  half  a dozen  cities  en  route 
home  . . . Nat  Sanders,  head  of  Leo  Films, 
says  a print  of  “Musicians  From  Heaven,” 
one  of  the  last  French  films  to  be  pro- 
duced abroad,  has  been  received  via  Can- 
ada . . . Mrs.  Milton  Schwarzwald  came 
east  for  one  week.  That  was  the  original 
intention.  She’s  still  here  and  for  it  Mrs. 
Nate  Blumberg  is  responsible. 

W.  G.  Van  Schmus  isn’t  staying  as  late 
these  nisrhts  as  has  been  his  custom,  but 
he’s  back  at  his  Music  Hall  desk  as  hale 
and  hearty  as  though  he  hadn’t  been  on 
the  sick  list  most  of  the  summer  . . . Charlie 
Pettilohn  is  in  his  second  week  at  St. 
Aenes  Hospital,  White  Plains,  and  re- 
ported doing  well  after  a major  operation 
. . . Walter  Trumbull  of  the  Hays  office, 
looking  the  part  of  a gentleman  farmer, 
taking  in  the  Danbury  Fair  . . . The  State 
has  a large  slice  of  the  Hollywood  under- 
graduate school  on  its  stage,  part  of  the 
George  Jessel  unit.  They  include  Betty 
Jane  Cooper  (Mrs.  Jimmie  Wallington) , 
Rochelle  Hudson,  Jean  Parker,  Isabel 
Jewell,  Lya  Lys  and  Jean  Gary  . . . Bert 
Robbins,  son  of  the  Herman  who  heads 
National  Screen,  is  now  connected  with  the 
home  office  after  a break-in  period  at  the 
Albany  branch. 

George  Richfield,  representing  Select 
Attractions,  Clippered  to  London  to  close 
contracts  with  Paul  L.  Stein,  whose  ser- 
vices to  produce  three  pictures  in  Holly- 
wood are  being  sought.  Richfield  is  also 
anxious  to  secure  Robert  Donat  for  a film 
to  be  produced  in  Bermuda  . . . RKO’s  Di- 
rector Garson  Kanin  came  in  from  the 
coast  for  the  Music  Hall  premiere  of  “They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted.”  He  was  pre- 
ceded by  Producer  Erich  Pommer  . . . Phil 
Reisman,  head  of  RKO’s  foreign  depart- 


Horse  Flies  High — 

This  is  Champion,  Gene  Autry’s  horse, 
who  traveled  from  west  to  east  just 
like  humans  via  a TWA  Stratoliner 
the  interior  of  which  was  converted 
into  a stall.  Gene  and  the  grooms, 
however,  occupied  the  usual  sleeping 
compartments.  Republic  appears  proud 
of  the  fact  that,  according  to  its  rec- 
ords, this  was  the  first  cross-country 
flight  by  any  horse  in  a regularly  li- 
censed transport  plane. 


ment,  is  due  to  arrive  here  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  on  the  Argentina,  October  26.  He 
presided  at  a Brazilian  sales  convention 
. . . John  Garfield  and  Rosemary  Lane  are 
in  from  Hollywood  parts  for  brief  vaca- 
tions. Mark  Hellinger  and  his  wife  are 
aboard  the  Manhattan,  marking  his  first 
local  vacation  in  three  years  and  his  sixth 
through  the  Panama  Canal.  From  Holly- 
wood to  New  York,  of  course. 

Walter  Brennan  is  on  the  local  scene, 
too  . . . Ditto  John  Lodge,  who  has  been 
working  abroad  for  the  past  five  years  . . . 
Hortense  Schorr  is  back  at  her  Columbia 
publicity  desk  after  three  weeks  battling 
la  grippe  . . . Sidney  R.  Kent,  now  in 
Hollywood,  returns  in  a few  days,  if  his 
current  schedule  hits  it  on  schedule  . . . 
Paulette  Goddard  flew  in  from  Havana 
for  the  premiere  of  “The  Great  Dictator” 
. . . Lou  Brock  has  returned  to  the  RKO 
studios  after  conferring  with  Rodgers  & 
Hart  on  the  score  for  “They  Met  in  Argen- 
tina” . . . Ona  Munson,  late  of  “Gone 
With  the  Wind,”  is  back  on  the  air  waves, 
opposite  Edward  G.  Robinson  in  “Big 
Town”  . . . Jimmie  Fidler  is  at  the  War- 
wick. 

Note  to  Mrs.  Sam  Rinzler:  Your  hus- 
band lunched  with  Henry  Randel  of  Para- 
mount Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  Astor 
Hunting  Room  ...  A.  Montague  flew  back 
from  the  Columbia  studios  after  a short 
(Continued  on  page  29) 
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LEEGARMES  W 
k.  EDWARD  SUTRERLAND 


Solid  week’s  engagement  on  Broadway  adds 
further  laurels  to  the  picture  receiving  such 
favorable  comment  particularly  in  NEW  YORK 
STATE  and  throughout  NEW  ENGLAND  and  the 
Eastern  Seaboard  ...  It  has  that  unusual  appeal 
that  makes  folks  come  and  tell  you  the  things 
that  make  a manager  feel  that  it’s  great  to  be 
in  show  business... Book  it...Get  the  pressbook... 
and  ADVERTISE  the  most  unusual  and  one  of  the 
most  entertaining  pictures  you’ve  ever  played! 


AN  ACADEMY  PRODUCTIONS.  INC..  Picture  • Released  by  RKO  RAOlO  PICTURES  nsl  story  try  Mildred  Cram  and  Adele  Comandini 


Hammons  Is  Sued  by 
Bank  for  $31,000 

New  York — Court  news  of  the  week  was 
featured  by  more  trouble  for  Earle  W. 
Hammons,  erstwhile  president  of  Educa- 
tional and  Grand  National. 

A suit  against  him  for  $31,000  by  the 
Federation  Bank  and  Ti-ust  Co.  was  dis- 
closed in  the  supreme  court  with  the  bank 
seeking  money  borrowed  in  1931.  Ham- 
mons interposed  a defense  in  which  he 
claimed  the  bank  promised  to  buy  back  its 
securities  purchased  by  him  at  face  value, 
which  he  claims  it  has  failed  to  do.  He 
also  asserts  he  secured  endorsements  of 
Carl  Laemmle  and  R.  H.  Cochrane  for  the 
bank  on  notes  of  a debtor  and  the  bank 
failed  to  pay  him  for  it.  A dismissal  of 
the  action  is  sought. 

Trial  of  George  P.  Skouras  and  the 
Skouras  Theatres  Corp.,  for  alleged  brib- 
ery of  former  Judge  Martin  T.  Manton  in 
securing  assets  of  Pox  Theatres  Corp.,  has 
been  set  for  October  28  by  Judge  John 
W.  Clancy. 

A $25,000  Suit 

A $25,000  suit  has  been  filed  in  supreme 
court  by  Howard  H.  Hill  against  Films, 
Inc.,  seeking  damages  for  alleged  breach 
of  contract.  The  plaintiff  asserts  he  gave 
up  distribution  of  16mm  films  to  become 
exclusive  distributor  of  Films,  Inc.  in  Cali- 
fornia. The  defendant,  it  is  claimed,  also 
agreed  to  purchase  all  the  16mm  films  he 
had  on  hand.  It  is  said  the  breach  oc- 
curred when  neither  point  of  the  agree- 
ment was  lived  up  to. 

Suit  has  been  filed  in  supreme  court  by 
Jack  Hays  against  Educational  Pictures 
and  its  subsidiaries.  Grand  National,  Fox 
Film  Corp.,  and  20th  Fox  Film  Corp.  seek- 
ing damages  over  Shirley  Temple  shorts 
made  by  Educational  a number  of  years 
ago  and  released  subsequently  by  20th-Fox. 
No  further  information  on  the  action  was 
available  as  no  complaint  has  been  filed. 

Federal  Judge  Murray  Hulbert  has  de- 
nied summary  judgment  to  Motion  Picture 
Screen  Accessories  Co.  and  ordered  it  to 
stand  trial  of  the  patent  infringement  suit 
against  it  by  the  Charles  Fisher  Spring 


Co.  The  action  involves  lighting  equip- 
ment used  in  film  developing. 

Suit  of  F.  Gilbert  Pollay,  doing  business 
as  20th  Century  Music  Publishers,  against 
20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp.,  and  20th 
Century  Music  has  been  settled  and  dis- 
continued out  of  the  federal  court.  Action 
claimed  priority  rights  to  the  title,  “Twen- 
tieth Century”  and  sought  an  injunction 
against  the  use  of  the  title  by  the  film 
company.  Twentieth-Fox  had  filed  a coun- 
ter action  stating  the  plaintiff  was  at- 
tempting to  plague  it  with  an  unfair  ac- 
tion. 

Universal  has  filed  a general  denial  in 
the  supreme  court  to  the  combination  di- 
rector-stockholder action  against  it. 
Samuel  I.  Posen,  director,  together  with 
two  stockholders,  is  suing  the  company,  its 
subsidiaries,  officers,  and  directors  charg- 
ing waste  and  mismanagement. 

Republic  has  lost  its  application  to  dis- 
miss a suit  against  it  by  Marquis  James. 
The  company  was  also  defeated  in  its  at- 
tempt to  vacate  taking  of  depositions  of 
five  of  its  writers  before  trial  in  Cali- 
fornia. Federal  Judge  Alfred  C.  Coxe  ruled 
the  suit  must  go  to  trial  in  denying  Re- 
public’s pleas.  James,  author  of  “The 
Raven,”  autobiography  of  Sam  Houston, 
claims  Republic  plagiarized  it  in  “Man  of 
Conquest.”  An  injunction,  accounting  of 
profits  and  damages  are  sought. 

Suit  of  Frederick  Beck  Patterson  for 
$15,000  against  Century  Productions,  Sam- 
uel Cummins,  Empire  Laboratories,  Rich- 
ard Fiedler,  and  Bob-Ed  Theatres  has 
been  settled  for  $2,000  and  discontinued  in 
federal  court. 


“Pastor  Hall"  Litigation 
Settled  Out  of  Court 

New  York — Suit  of  George  Garfield  as 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Ernst  Tol- 
ler against  UA,  Grand  National  Pictures, 
Ltd.,  and  James  Roosevelt  has  been  dis- 
continued and  settled  out  of  the  federal 
court.  The  action  sought  damages  for  the 
alleged  plagiarism  of  Toller’s  book,  “Pas- 
tor Hall”  in  the  GN  picture  of  the  same 
name.  Settlement,  as  arranged  by  H.  Wil- 
liam Fitelson,  attorney  for  GN.  calls  for 
all  monies  due  Toller  to  be  paid  directly 
to  Garfield  with  an  immediate  payment  of 
$2,500  plus  five  per  cent  of  GN’s  gross 
thereafter. 


Fairbanks  Estate  of 
$2,742,060  Revealed 

New  York — Douglas  Fairbanks  sr.  left 
a gross  estate  of  $2,742,060  and  a net  of 
$2,318,651,  it  was  revealed  when  a mo- 
tion to  declare  him,  the  late  actor,  a non- 
resident and  fix  a tax,  came  before  Sur- 
rogate James  A.  Foley  here.  The  motion 
was  granted. 

The  late  UA  partner’s  holdings  were 
listed  in  three  states.  Property  on  the 
coast  included  a one-half  interest  in  a 
studio  at  Hollywood,  appraised  at  $240,- 
000;  at  Wilshire  Blvd.,  Santa  Monica,  $30,- 
000;  1636  North  Puller  Ave.,  Hollywood, 
$5,500;  620-24  South  Western  Ave.,  Los 
Angeles,  $9,500;  705  Ocean  Front,  Santa 
Monica,  $50,000;  Rancho  Zorro,  Santa  Fe, 
$300,000;  three  unimproved  lots  at  Ven- 
ice, Cal.,  $1,000;  one  unimproved  lot  at 
Glendale,  $2,500,  and  property  at  Solana 
Beach,  $8,000. 

Other  California  assets  included  jew- 
elry appraised  at  $1,733;  promissory  notes, 
$1,250;  club  memberships  worth  $850  and 
miscellaneous  property  worth  $9,116,  giv- 
ing the  estate  total  assets  in  that  state 
appraised  at  $1,301,879. 

New  York  property  consists  of  two 
trusts,  one  held  by  Guaranty  worth  $693,- 
738  and  the  other  by  Bankers  Trust  Co. 
worth  $550,020.  An  account  receivable 
fi’om  Knoedler  & Co.,  $3,500;  a bank  bal- 
ance of  $81  and  miscellaneous  property 
appraised  at  $115,  bring  the  New  York 
assets  to  a total  of  $1,247,452. 

In  Pennsylvania  there  is  a $192,728  trust 
principal  with  the  Union  Trust  Co. 

The  only  tangible  personal  property 
found  in  New  York  was  a mink-lined 
overcoat  appraised  at  $100,  a bag  of  mis- 
cellaneous golf  clubs  worth  $15,  and  parts 
of  a wooden  exercise  machine  which  was 
declared  valueless.  The  estate  paid  a tax 
of  $9.20  on  the  property. 

More  Talent  Is  Set  for 
Cinema  Lodge  Banquet 

New  York — Adding  to  an  already  star- 
studded  array  of  talent,  the  arrangements 
committee  for  the  first  annual  banquet 
and  ball  of  B’nai  B’rith  Cinema  Lodge  at 
the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  October  26,  states 
Milton  Berle,  Ed  Sullivan,  Abe  Lyman 
and  Romo  Vincent  will  participate  in  the 
show,  which  features  Benny  Goodman’s 
music. 

The  organization’s  souvenir  journal,  be- 
ing published  in  connection  with  the  af- 
fair, has  received  wholehearted  support 
of  the  major  companies,  theatre  opera- 
tors and  allied  enterprises.  These,  so  far, 
include  Paramount,  Warner,  Columbia, 
Universal,  National  Screen,  Century  Cir- 
cuit, Randforce,  Chappel  & Co.,  Music  Pub- 
lishers Holding  Corp.  and  Robbins-Feist- 
Miller. 

Kreisler  Replaces  Abrams 
As  Shorts  Sales  Head 

New  York — Bernard  B.  Kreisler  replaces 
Leo  Abrams,  resigned,  as  Universal’s  short 
subject  sales  manager  and  contact  on  cir- 
cuit sales. 

The  promotion  follows  quickly  on  the 
heels  of  his  transfer  from  Washington 
where  he  had  been  branch  manager  for 
two  years  to  New  York  in  a special  execu- 
tive capacity. 

Kreisler’s  first  post  with  Universal  was 
as  salesman  in  Boston. 


— Photo  by  Posino-Sileo 

Hollywood-ites  on  New  York  Visit — 

After  ending  the  premiere  of  “Knute  Rockne — All  American”  at  South 
Bend,  Ricardo  Cortez,  Rosemary  Lane  and  Rudy  Vallee  proceed  to  Gotham 
for  visitations  and  plays. 
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— Metropolitan  I’hotos 

The  Town  Turns  Out  for  Another  Important  Premiere  at  the  Rivoli — 

the  second  in  what  is  so  far  a Walter  Wanger  season  at  the  Rivoli  came  "The  Long  Voyage  Home.”  Lots  of  people  were 
there,  as  this  page  illustrates.  Taking  the  left  column  and  proceeding  from  top  to  bottom,  here  goes:  Harry  L.  Hopkins 
and  Robert  E.  Sherwood;  Irene  Friedell  and  Major  Edward  Bowes;  Harry  M.  Goetz  and  his  wife;  Sa/re  Rinzler  and  his; 
Herman  Wobber  and  Mrs.  Leo  Spitz.  The  right  column,  in  the  same  order,  reveals  Joan  Bennett  and  Wanger;  Mrs.  Si 
Seadler,  her  husband,  Marion  Rogers  and  Monroe  Greenthal;  Sam  Dembow,  Leonard  Goldenson  and  Red  Kann;  Mrs.  Harry 
M.  Warner,  Jules  E.  Brulatour,  Mrs.  Brulatour  (Hope  Hampton)  and  Warner;  Murray  Silverstone,  Mrs.  Erich  Pommer 
and  her  husband  and,  finally,  David  Bernstein,  flanked  on  the  left  by  his  wife  and  on  his  right  by  Mrs.  Leopold  Fried- 
man, whose  husband  is  in  California. 
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Lining  Up  Outlets  for 
Latin-American  Mart 


^NN  RUTHERFORD  doubled  back  here 
from  South  Carolina  where  she  ap- 
peared as  guest  of  Senators  Cotton  Smith 
and  Byrnes  at  the  Cotton  Festival,  to 
meet  her  sister  of  the  New  York  stage, 
and  also  do  a skit  for  the  Red  Cross  . . . 
“Pegasus,”  the  winged  horse  of  Greek 
mythology,  was  put  into  the  discard  when 
Gene  Autry  winged  his  horse  "Champ” 
with  him  via  plane  to  Washington  from 
the  coast  while  en  route  to  the  Garden 
Rodeo.  Jim  Goebel  of  Bristol,  Va.,  was 
on  deck  to  meet  his  “breadwinner”  . . . 
“Mike”  Smith  of  the  Army  Motion  Pic- 
ture Service  will  head  for  Atlanta  No- 
vember 1 to  open  a new  branch. 

Max  Cohen,  Universal  branch  manager, 
weekended  with  his  family  in  New  York 
and  upon  return  headed  for  Norfolk  and 
Roanoke  . . . Monogram’s  Harry  Brown 
journeyed  to  Charlottesville  for  a huddle 
. . . Jack  O’Donnell,  home  office  auditor, 
is  in  for  a check  . . . Clark  Film’s  Oscar 
Neufeld  visited  from  Philly  . . . RKO’s 
Mary  Janin  is  favoring  an  illness  at  home 
. . . Lou  Goldstein,  Schine  chief  booker 
from  Gloversville,  visited  the  Row  with 
Bill  Fischer.  This  being  his  first  visit, 
Lou  was  most  enthusiastic  over  the  city 
itself  as  well  as  the  industry  personnel. 

Movietone  News:  Joe  Cohan,  office 
manager,  celebrated  his  17th  wedding  an- 
niversary October  7 . . . Sara  Young  is 
beaming  over  the  news  of  her  son  Her- 
bert’s promotion  to  assistant  manager  of 
the  Glove,  Gloversville  . . . The  40x60 
of  “Legs”  Grable  at  the  office  entrance 
suffices  for  the  merits  of  “Dovm  Argen- 
tine Way”  . . . Rebecca  Foster  has  joined 
the  staff  as  telephone  greeter  . . . Ann 
Griffin  managed  a phone  call  to  Miriam 
Hirsch  in  upper  New  York  state  during 
her  White  Way  junket  . . . Glad  tidings 
from  “Pat”  Gi’ay,  secretary  to  Universal’s 
Bill  Heineman,  and  former  secretary  to 
Sam  Wheeler,  to  the  effect  that  her  son 
Tom  has  been  awarded  a four-year  schol- 
arship to  Mt.  St.  Josephs  in  Baltimore. 

The  local  2Qth-Fox  staff  is  holding  first 
place  in  the  national  group  of  the  current 

S.  R.  Kent  drive  through  the  efforts  of 
Sam  Wheeler,  Salesmen  Glemi  Norris, 
Jerry  Murphy,  Freddie  Klein,  Sammy  Dia- 
mond and  Bookers  Sara  Young,  Joe  Co- 
han and  Ira  Sichelman  . . . Sam  Wheeler, 
co-ordinator  of  the  motion  picture  unit 
in  the  current  Red  Cross  campaign,  held 
a meeting  of  his  committee  at  the  Variety 
Club  to  formulate  plans  for  trailer  and 
poster  representation  in  the  territory  . . . 

T.  T.  Mitchell  of  Standardsville,  Va.,  will 
not  renew  his  lease  as  of  February  1 . . . 
Barry  Goldman,  Rome  theatres,  donated 
his  prize  money  for  first  place  booker  in 
Universal’s  recent  exhibitor  appreciation 
drive  to  the  Universal  Pep  Club,  to  enable 
the  club  to  further  its  decoration  program 
. . . Ivan  Rosenbaum  of  Neighborhood 
Theatres,  second  place  winner,  presented 
his  prize  to  charity. 

Seen  along  the  Row;  Buck  Wilder,  Nor- 
folk: Julian  Gordon,  Newport  News;  Miss 
Waddell  and  G.  Lejeune  of  Middleburg 
. . . Seen  at  the  Cinema  Club:  Leon  Back 
and  Barry  Goldman,  Rome  theatres.  Uni- 
versal’s Ray  Forman,  enjoying  Columbia’s 
Freddie  Saperstein  rendition  of  “Jerry 
Colona  patter”  . . . The  opening  of  “Brig- 
ham Young”  at  the  Capitol  was  termed 
“Utah  Night,”  with  a large  number  of  the 
official  family  and  representatives  of  the 
Mormon  Church  in  attendance  . . . Mil- 
dred “Rocking  Chair”  Bailey,  scheduled 
for  the  Capitol  the  week  of  the  17th,  will 


feature  the  tune  “Juke-Joint-Jive”  with 
the  Rhythm  Rockets,  written  by  Manager 
Gene  Ford  and  Sparty  Donato. 

Metrograms  : Harry  Cohen’s  daughter, 
Annette,  was  married  October  6 to  Morris 
uooic  at  the  Shoreham.  Couple  will  honey- 
moon in  Chicago  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abe 
Lichtman  feted  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudy  Berger 
with  a dinner  party  at  the  Shoreham  on 
the  occasion  of  Mrs.  Berger’s  birthday 
. . . Phil  Bobys  is  favoring  an  attack  of 
arthritis  . . .Mrs.  Frank  Scully  has  re- 
turned to  her  Washington  home  follow- 
ing a four-month  sojourn  in  Maine  . . . 
Joe  Kronman,  cashier,  is  no  doubt  spend- 
ing his  belated  vacation  on  the  fairways 
. . . Helen  Pender’s  mother  is  convalescing 
nicely  following  a hospitalization. 

Warner  Theatre  Items;  A1  Pratt  joined 
his  three  brothers  at  Manor  Club  for  a 
session  of  hitting  that  pill.  Their  success 
was  featured  with  a story  in  the  Wash- 
ington Post  . . . Henry  Coon,  manager  of 
the  Penn,  and  Frances  McCormick,  War- 
ner telephone  greeter,  have  set  the  after- 
noon of  November  16  for  their  middle- 
aisle  stroll  . . . Mary  Horner,  formerly 
of  the  staff,  was  a visitor  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Anger  celebrated  their  15th 
wedding  anniversary  October  3,  with  Mrs. 
Anger  planing  from  New  York  for  the 
event  . . . Jimmie  Dorsey  is  booked  in 
for  the  week  of  October  25. 

Paramount  Chatter:  Bob  Gillham,  C.  N. 
O’Dell  and  Bill  Brooker  were  in  for  a 
huddle  . . . Evelyn  Benfer  sang  the  swan 
song  to  Uncle  Sam  and  returned  to  the 
staff  as  telephone  greeter  . . . Margaret 
Breen  has  joined  the  office  force  . . . 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Waskey,  formerly  of  the 
Memphis  exchange  and  newcomer  to 
Washington,  joins  the  staff  as  secretary 
to  Bob  Grace. 


Capital  Variety  Banquet 
To  Be  Held  on  Nov,  16 

Washington — Tentative  plans  for  the 
annual  banquet  of  Washington’s  Variety 
Club  are  revealed  in  an  announcement  by 
General  Chairman  Harry  Brown.  The 
date  is  set  for  November  16  and  the  place 
is  the  Willard  Hotel. 

Committee  appointments  list  Hardie 
Meakin  as  assistant  chairman,  with  Carter 
Barron  chairman  of  the  entertainment 
committee  comprising  Gene  Ford,  Harry 
Krivitt,  Adlai  Mann,  Tony  Muto,  Edmund 
Plohn,  Harry  Anger,  Harry  Crull,  Clark 
Davis,  Robert  Denton  and  Edward  Mel- 
niker.  A.  E.  Lichtman  is  chairman  of  the 
dinner  committee  with  Fred  Rohrs  and 
Tom  O’Donnell  assisting. 

Other  committees  follow:  Decoration, 
Chairman  Herbert  Sauber  and  C.  B.  Dul- 
can  jr.;  distinguished  guests,  Julian  Bry- 
lawski;  finance,  Sam  Galanty;  out-of- 
town  contacts.  Chairman  Eddie  Fontaine 
and  Charles  Olive;  printing.  Chairman 
Archie  Engel,  Lou  Janoff  and  Sol  Sor- 
kin;  program,  Sidney  Lust;  publicity. 
Chairman  Nelson  Bell,  Carlton  Duffus, 
Arch  McDonald,  Jay  Carmody,  Dan  Ter- 
rell, Don  Craig,  William  Dolph,  Harry  Ro- 
dier  and  Bill  Hoyle;  reception,  Chairman 
Wade  Pearson,  Harry  Lohmeyer  and  Jack 
Fruchtman;  reservations  and  transporta- 
tion, Chairman  Harry  Sommerville  and 
Jerry  Price;  tickets  and  seating,  Chairman 
Sam  Wheeler,  Edward  Melniker,  Ralph 
Binns,  Phil  Bobys  and  Emil  Holz. 


New  York — New  activity  in  line  with 
increased  distribution  facilities  to  Latin- 
American  countries  keeps  apace. 

George  Naylor,  for  nearly  15  years  Uni- 
versal branch  manager  in  Havana,  and 
Jose  Segredo,  Cuban  capitalist,  have 
formed  Cia.  Nacional  De  Peliculas  S.  A. 
to  distribute  films  in  Cuba.  Both  men  are 
in  New  York  at  present.  They  have  ap- 
pointed J.  H.  Hoffberg  local  representa- 
tive. 

Leo  Cohen,  formerly  head  of  the  French 
Distributing  Co.,  Les  Films  Leo  Cohen, 
is  conducting  a survey  of  the  domestic 
market  for  the  purpose  of  buying  pictures 
for  the  South  American  trade. 


Eastman  Pledge 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — A promise  to  all  em- 
ployes who  may  be  called  to  duty  under 
the  National  Guard  Resolution  or  the  Se- 
lective Service  Act  that  they  will  receive 
their  regular  share  in  any  wage  dividend 
payable  next  year  and  a bonus  of  four 
weeks’  pay  when  they  leave,  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Eastman  Kodak  Co.  here. 


JJAROLD  GROTT,  manager  of  the  Met, 
is  back  from  a honeymoon  to  New 
York  with  his  bride  . . . Morton  Rome, 
whose  home  was  burglarized  last  month, 
recovered  most  of  the  goods  stolen  when 
several  suspects  were  arrested  . . . Barry 
Goldman,  Regent,  and  his  6-year-old  son 
spent  two  hours  horseback  riding  last 
Sunday  morning  . . . A1  Vogelstein,  Bal- 
timore Poster  Co.,  is  still  passing  out  those 
tips  on  the  races  at  Laurel  . . . A1  Zalis, 
Globe  Poster  Co.  roving  salesman,  is  back 
in  town  . . . Jean  Williams,  former  usher 
at  the  Capitol,  is  now  m.  c.  at  the  Earl 
Club. 

Mrs.  Joe  Fields  has  returned  from  a trip 
to  New  York  . . . Leon  Back,  Rome  The- 
atre executive,  is  sporting  a coat  he 
bought  while  in  Hollywood  . . . Seen  at 
Laurel:  Sam  Soltz,  Howard;  Allan  Kahn, 
Pennington ; Sam  Diamond,  Fox  salesman, 
and  Arthur  Price,  Aurora  . . . Michael 
Meyerberger,  brother  of  Harry  of  the 
Lexway,  is  manager  of  Stokowski’s  all- 
youth orchestra  . . . Morton  Baker,  Times 
manager,  is  celebrating  the  house’s  first 
anniversary  . . . Children  of  the  Catholic 
orphanages  and  institutions  were  invited 
to  see  ‘‘Spring  Parade”  by  Lawrence 
Schanberger  at  Keith’s  . . . The  Three 
Arts,  formerly  the  Hindenburg,  opened  last 
Monday  with  ‘‘Ecstasy.”  The  playhouse 
will  feature  foreign  product.  Miss  Lil- 
lian Dietz  is  managing  the  house. 

A1  Kahn,  Pennington,  was  financially 
disappointed  when  Detroit  lost  the  series 
. . . William  K.  Saxton,  Loew’s  Century, 
is  having  trouble  with  his  teeth  . . . The 
Hicks  circuit  offices  have  been  tempo- 
rarily transferred  to  the  Bridge,  while 
renovation  takes  place  at  the  Hampden 
. . . Mrs.  Silver,  wife  of  Harry,  Overlea, 
is  going  to  Sinai  Hospital  for  treatment 
. . . Edward  Kimple  sr.  had  a new  screen 
installed  at  the  Capitol  . . . Mac  Wein- 
berg, Little,  is  very  pleased  with  the  way 
“The  Baker’s  Wife”  is  going.  It  is  in  its 
second  week  ...  A jumbo  telegram  was 
sent  to  Variety  members  notifying  them 
the  weekly  Saturday  night  dances  start 
October  12  . . . William  K.  Saxton  held  a 
preview  of  “Strike  Up  the  Band.” 
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visit.  Jack  Cohn  and  Abe  Schneider  are 
still  out  west  . . . Max  A.  Cohen  now  plans 
to  open  his  Fortune  Theatre  on  W.  427id 
St.  the  first  week  of  November.  He  says  he 
has  been  forced  out  of  the  West  End  and 
now  has  a suit  on  against  the  landlord  for 
recovery  of  security  in  the  house  . . . E. 
J.  Sparks  is  sending  Al  Lichtman  a hat 
similar  to  the  one  the  southerner  wears. 
Al  liked  Sparks’  so  much,  after  trying  it 
on  at  various  angles,  the  Paramount  thea- 
tre partner  decided  to  send  his  friend  of 
more  than  30  years  one  as  a gift  . . . Otto 
Lederer  has  sold  his  Arcadia  to  Frank 
Vain. 

Solomon  M.  Strausberg,  son  of  Samuel, 
head  of  the  Interboro  Circuit,  is  engaged 
to  Joan  Phyllis  Horwitz,  daughter  of  the 
president  of  Batavia  Mills  . . . It’s  easy  to 
see,  without  Ben  Serkowich  reminding, 
that  Messmore  Kendall,  Republican  nomi- 
nee for  Congressman-at-Large  for  New 
York,  is  a popular  candidate.  Among 
voluminous  reasons  not  mentioned  by  Ben 
is  the  fact  that  Kendall  is  head  of  More- 
dall  Operating  Co.,  which  owns  the  Capi- 
tol, where  Ben  and  a few  score  personnel 
are  devout  followers  . . . Sol  Dolgin,  head 
of  Warner’s  coast  promotional  activities, 
spent  a week  here  and  then  headed  for 
Flint,  Mich.,  where  he  is  picking  up  Mrs. 
D.  and  a new  car  that  he’ll  drive  back  to 
Burbank  . . . Joan  Crawford  has  moved 
from  the  Ritz  Towers  to  the  Savoy-Plaza 
. . . Carmen  Miranda  is  due  Monday  from 
Brazil  on  the  Uruguay  . . . Don  Ameche 
left  over  the  weekend  for  Chicago,  en 
route  to  the  coast  . . . The  Warner  Club 
will  hold  a Thanksgiving  dinner-dance  at 
the  Hotel  Commodore,  November  23.  Mar- 
tin Bennett,  assisted  by  Harold  Rodner, 
Harry  Mayer,  Bernard  Goodman  and  Etty 
Philips  are  in  charge  of  arrangements. 

Mike  Kallet,  upstate  exhibitor  affiliated 
with  the  Comerford  circuit,  was  in  town 
Thursday  for  a buying  conference  with 
Ted  O’Shea  of  M-G-M  . . . Leo  J.  Mc- 
Carthy, formerly  with  E.  C.  Rhoden 
in  Kansas  City  and  now  an  independent 
producer,  is  in  town  . . . Al  Wilson,  Repub- 
lic studio  executive,  left  Thursday  for  the 
coast  after  a \b-day  home  office  visit  . . . 
Sam  Pinanski.  Walter  Higgins,  Martin 
Mullin,  and  Phil  Seletsky,  all  of  the  M&P 
circuit  in  Boston,  were  Paramount  home 
office  visitors  Thursday  . . . Sol  Lesser  has 
bought  himself  a 21-foot  boat,  his  first 
seagoing  transport,  and  is  having  the  time 
of  his  life  with  it  ..  . The  Leonard  Golden- 
sons  observed  their  first  wedding  anniver- 
sary Thursday. 

Mark  Block,  Jersey  exhibitor,  leaves 
Monday  for  Orlando,  Fla.,  where  he  re- 
cently purchased  a winter  home.  Within 
the  past  few  months,  he  has  dropped  31 
pounds  and  states  he  soon  will  have  his 
brother-in-law,  Ted  Mantell,  Bronx  exhibi- 
tor, also  making  his  home  in  Orlando  . . . 
Fred  W.  Lange  took  a Clipper  Thursday 
for  Lisbon  and  from  there  headed  for 
France,  Switzerland  and  Italy.  He  may  go 
to  Budapest,  if  he  can  get  in.  Before  leav- 
ing, Lange  stated  it  took  him  seven  weeks 
to  get  his  passports  and  visas  and  he  now 
has  to  say  “goodbye”  to  employes  who 
have  been  with  him  at  Paramount  for  the 
past  16  years  and  more  . . . Milt  Kusell, 
eastern  Paramount  district  manager,  and 
Herman  Lorber,  assistant  to  J.  J.  Unger, 
flew  to  Buffalo  the  other  night  on  the  first 
lap  of  a tour  of  exchanges  under  Kusell’s 
supervision  . . . Joseph  Hilton  Smyth  has 
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^^Magic^'  Is  the  Word  for  ^^Bagdad'' 

Hollywood — If  one  found  it  necessary  to  describe  Alexander  Korda's  "The  Thief  of 
Bagdad"  in  one  word,  that  word  would  be — magic.  Korda  took  the  mythical  magic  of 
an  Arabian  Nights  fairy  tale,  applied  thereto  the  modern  magic  of  motion  picture 
making  and  delivers  to  show  business  that  marvelous  magic — a film  which  has  the 
universal  appeal  to  open  wide  the  purses  of  all  theatre  patrons  young  and  old,  en- 
thusiastic and  skeptical.  True,  the  picture  is  unadulterated  fantasy,  but  it  attains  a 

new  and  unbelievable  high  in  that  category,  surpassing  anything  of  its  kind  ever 
before  attempted,  with  either  living  actors  or  the  more  flexible  pen-and-ink  characters. 

So  many  are  its  wonders  that  spectators  forget  completely  that  they  are  viewing 
fabulous  people  and  events. 

There  is  a definite  story,  one  with  suspense,  romance  and  action  in  quantities  as 
bountiful  as  can  be  found  in  any  modern  screenplay.  And  among  its  greatest  as- 
sets is  technical  perfection.  Backgrounds,  both  natural  and  man-made,  beggar  de- 

scription, their  beauties  and  magnitude  being  accentuated  through  Technicolor 
photography,  which  was  never  more  tellingly  and  advantageously  applied.  Amazing 
scenes,  compounded  through  trick  and  transparency  photography,  follow  one  on  the 
heels  of  another  in  such  rapid  succession  that  they  will  leave  audiences  gasping. 

Virtually  every  other  detail  that  went  into  the  film's  making  is  of  equal  excellence. 
The  cast,  although  it  is  comparatively  unimportant,  when  the  sweeping  scope  of  the 
ensemble  is  considered,  was  wisely  selected  and  is  definitely  satisfactory.  Three 
directors:  Ludwig  Berger,  Michael  Powell,  Tim  Whelan. — SPEAR. 
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FLASHES 


HTT  PARADE  OF  1941  (Rep)— Assembling  a 
noteworthy  cast  of  well-known  radio  and 
screen  names.  Republic  has  concocted  a 
thoroughly  entertaining  musical  extrava- 
ganza. There  is  evidence  throughout  that 
no  expense  was  spared  in  creating  a ve- 
hicle that  will  stand  up  with  the  best  of 
them  wherever  the  demand  is  for  mirthful 
and  melodious  film  fare.  Outstanding  work 
is  delivered  by  Kenny  Baker  and  Frances 
Langford  in  the  leads  and  Hugh  Herbert  in 
his  usual  zany  comedy  role.  Sol  C.  Siegel 
produced;  John  H.  Auer  directed. 

MOON  OVER  BURMA  (Para't)— Creditable 
performances  by  a hard  working  cast,  an 
alleviating  dose  of  comedy  and  able  pro- 
duction and  direction  elevate  this  melo- 
drama above  the  mediocre  status  to  which 
a rather  stereotyped  story  might  have 
relegated  it.  In  addition  to  those  assets, 
the  feature,  which  deals  with  love  and  ad- 
venture in  the  teakwood  jungles  has  plenty 
of  action  and  it  may  be  catalogued  as  ac- 
ceptable program  material,  particularly  in- 
asmuch as  Dorothy  Lamour,  Preston  Foster 
and  Robert  Preston,  who  aggregate  con- 
siderable marquee  magnetism,  head  the 
cast.  A.  M.  Botsford  produced;  Louis  King 
directed. 

More  Review  Flashes  on  page  16 
of  this  issue. 


had  published  his  autography,  “To  No- 
where and  Return,”  by  Garrick  and  Evans 
. . . Laudy  Lawrence  plans  to  fly  to  Lisbon 
next  week  on  a similar  tour  as  Lange’s. 


Reduce  Your  Suprex  and  Hiffh  Intensity 

CARBON  WASTE 

25%  with  the  Cross  Carbon  SaTing:  Device 
Write  for  Booklet  and  Trial 

CROSS  MACHINE  SHOP 

2918  Pennsylvania  Ave.  DETROIT,  MICH. 


Columbia  Exploiteers  Set 
To  Tour  for  "Arizona" 

New  York — Every  section  of  the  country 
will  be  covered  by  Columbia’s  “Flying 
Press  Squadron,”  carrying  all  forms  of 
publicity  paraphernalia,  which  boards 
planes  October  15  for  a tour  in  behalf  of 
“Arizona.” 

The  pre-selling  campaign  takes  in  all 
important  key  situations.  The  western 
division  will  be  in  charge  of  Lou  Smith 
and  Mike  Newman.  Jack  Thomas  is  as- 
signed to  the  middlewest,  while  Ed  Rosen- 
baum and  Mark  Freeland  will  cover  the 
southern  and  eastern  territories,  respec- 
tively. 


Bondy  Approves  Allowances 

New  York — Federal  Judge  William  O. 
Bondy  has  signed  a formal  order  approv- 
ing allowances  of  $640,747  to  be  paid  in  the 
RKO  reorganization. 


Test  Run  Shows  Triple  Normal  Gross 
No  Work — No  Worry — No  Added 
Employees 

"LUCKY  STAR  NITE"* 

(Newsijapers  Will  Accept  Yoiir  Copy) 
The  Greatest  Box  Office  Stimulant  of 
All  Time  — Make  Us  Prove  It  — No 
Obligation  to  You. 

"Copyright  1938 

Address: 


ASTOR  PICTURES 


Harwood  and  Jackson  Streets. 
DALLAS,  TEXAS 
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IIBI  lU  IF  IF  A IIL  CO 

QEORGE  C.  MAURER  of  the  Buffalo 
Theatre  headed  a group  of  employes 
who  opened  the  Kleinhans  Music  Hall, 
October  12.  Included  in  the  group  were 
Jack  Mesches,  George  Thompson,  B.  Koz- 
low,  James  McGlone  and  William  Downey 
of  the  Buffalo,  M.  Connors  and  R.  Con- 
nors of  the  Hippodrome  and  Milt  Stein- 
hal  and  Jim  Migliore  of  the  Great  Lakes. 
Maurice  Osterman,  Movie  Guide  editor,  is 
serving  in  an  advisory  capacity  as  is  Stan- 
ley Mittlefehldt  of  Shea’s  Buffalo  . . . 
George  Kurucz  is  the  new  uniformed  door- 
man at  Shea’s  Great  Lakes  . . . Incident- 
ally, Main  Street  was  all  excitement  the 
other  day  when  a short  circuit  in  the  up- 
right of  that  theatre  summoned  fire 
engines  from  the  downtown  stations  . . . 
John  Patterson  and  his  staff  of  junior  ex- 
ecutives look  smart  in  those  new  shirts 
and  long  ties  . . . Billy  Gibson  seen  leav- 
ing the  lobby  of  A.  C.  Hayman’s  Lafayette 
in  pursuance  of  duties  as  Niagara  Falls 
manager  for  that  company. 

Bowling  Notes;  Bill  Brett,  Buffalo 
house  manager,  howled  three  straight 
strikes  in  the  final  frames  to  take  the  game 
from  the  Hippodrome  team  hy  a narrow 
margin  of  four  pins  . . . Tommy  Hughes 
of  the  Hipp  bowled  a nice  200  . . . Chuck 
McKernan  and  Jimmy  O’Shea  fighting  for 
high  singles  in  tourney  . . . Freddie  Ros- 
ter’s boys  from  the  Lafayette  are  howling 
in  the  Strand  League  but  would  prefer  to 
bowl  m an  Inter-Theatre  League,  as  last 
year,  wheji  they  took  first  place  , , . Paul 
Schlageter,  Buffalo  switchboard,  taking  a 
ribbing  because  of  the  lovely  young  ladies 
at  last  Friday’s  bowling  match  , , . Mickey 
Gervis,  Lafayette,  looking  very  well  at- 
tired in  interne’s  uniform  publicizing 
“Mummy’s  Hand’’  . . , Bill  O’Shea  of  the 
20th  Century  tells  us  Norb  Scheu  is  con- 
teniplating  matrimony.  If  we’re  wrong,  sue 
Bill  , , , Ralph  Maw,  Metro  branch  man- 
ager, and  wife  Alberta  weekended  out  of 
town. 

Members  of  the  MPTO  participated  in 
a series  of  mid-day  conferences  last  week 
for  the  incorporation  of  their  organization. 
The  first  session  was  held  at  the  Buffalo 
Variety  Club,  and  others  at  Syracuse  and 
Albany.  Ed  Kuykendall,  national  presi- 
dent, attended  all  meetings. 

Connolly  in  Hollywood 
Working  for  F,  D,  R, 

Hollywood — Jack  Connolly  is  here  from 
New  York  working  with  the  “Hollywood 
for  Roosevelt”  committee  on  the  final 
stages  of  the  local  campaign.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  return  east  shortly.  While  here, 
Connolly  is  representing  Charles  L. 
O’Reilly,  chairman  of  the  motion  picture 
division  of  the  national  Democratic  Com- 
mittee, now  in  New  York. 


Horne  and  Assistant  See 
Roughs  of  "Fantasia" 

Hollywood — Hal  Horne  and  his  assist- 
ant, Richard  Condon,  eastern  representa- 
tives for  Walt  Disney,  and  Jack  Pegler, 
account  executive  of  Lord  & Thomas,  which 
is  handling  the  film’s  advertising,  are  here 
for  viewing  roughs  of  “Fantasia”  before 
the  footage  is  given  Technicolor  treat- 
ment. 


Has  New  Son 

Binghamton — Tom  Walsh,  upstate  New 
York  operator  for  the  Comerford  circuit, 
is  the  father  of  a nine-pound  boy  who  has 
been  named  Michael. 


Executive  Committee  for 
7th  "Night  of  Stars" 


New  York — Leading  executives,  as  well 
as  some  of  their  wives,  have  formed  a 
committee  to  aid  in  the  presentation  of 
the  seventh  annual  “Night  of  Stars”  at 
Madison  Square  Garden,  November  27. 

The  committee  consists  of  Barney  and 
Mrs.  Balaban,  David  Bernstein,  Jack  Cohn, 
George  J.  Schaefer,  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
Murray  Silverstone,  Nate  and  Mrs.  Blum- 
berg,  Marvin  Schenck,  Louis  K.  Sidney, 
Albert  Warner,  Mrs.  Leo  Spitz,  Mrs.  Hal 
Horne,  Mrs.  Ted  Lewis  and  Sophie  Tucker. 


Cincinnati  to  Premiere 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro" 

New  York — The  world  premiere  of  “The 
Mark  of  Zorro”  will  be  held  in  Cincinnati, 
November  1,  at  the  Albee  and  Shubert. 
The  city  was  chosen  in  honor  of  Tyrone 
Power,  who  stars  in  the  film  and  who  got 
his  theatrical  start  there  as  an  usher  for 
Ike  Libson.  Power,  his  wife  and  Mrs. 
Patia  Power,  his  mother,  will  make  per- 
sonal appearances  at  both  houses.  Ar- 
rangements are  in  charge  of  Col.  Arthur 
Frudenfeld. 
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QONGRATULATIONS  to  Bob  Meagher, 
Schine’s  publicity  and  ad  man,  who  has 
just  been  named  manager  of  the  Lake. 
Other  Schine  shifts:  Vernon  Berg,  assist- 
ant at  the  Riveria,  to  the  Madison  as 
house  manager;  Joe  Goldstein  to  the  Web- 
ster as  manager:  Alden  Allen  from  the 
Liberty  to  the  Monroe  as  assistant  man- 
ager, and  Arnold  Feldman  from  the  Mon- 
roe to  the  Liberty  in  the  same  post.  Jack 
Danks,  formerly  with  Warner  Bros,  in  El- 
mira, comes  in  as  assistant  at  the  Riveria 
. . . Bud  Silverman,  Schine’s  city  manager, 
was  in  Gloversville  during  the  week  for  the 
wedding  of  George  Lynch,  Schine  film 
buyer. 

A clever  breakfast  nook  arrangement 
was  set  up  in  the  lobby  of  the  Riveria  by 
L.  M,  Levitch  for  “He  Stayed  for  Break- 
fast’’ , , . Schine’s  radio  program,  on  the 
air  every  night  and  Sunday  afternoon,  is 
going  over  big.  Auditions  are  held  every 
night  for  talent  for  the  program.  Bob 
Meagher  is  in  charge  , . . Lester  Pollock 
had  successful  promotion  for  “The  How- 
ards of  Virginia.”  He  worked  a colonial 
furniture  tieup  with  a downtown  store, 
and  a shoe  co-op  ad.  Schools  displayed 
stills  and  cards  on  bulletin  boards,  and 
theatre  critics  got  copies  of  “Tree  of  Lib- 
erty” with  Pollock’s  compliments.  He  also 
arranged  a display  of  colored  photographs 
taken  from  National  Geographic. 

Nearby  Canandaigua  got  a big  thrill  last 
weekend  when  Bette  Davis  stopped  over- 
night en  route  from  Franconia,  N.  H.,  to 
Cleveland.  Plenty  of  kids  are  displaying 
Bette  Davis  autographs  . . . Col.  William 
J.  Donovan  will  address  a bankers  group 
here  October  14  . . . RKO  Palace  and 
Loew’s  Rochester  will  be  taken  over  by 
more  than  5,000  teachers  the  morning  of 
October  24  and  25  when  the  instructors 
stage  a convention  here  . . . Hobart  College, 
in  nearby  Geneva,  has  booked  an  extensive 
film  program  for  the  winter.  Nearly  a 
score  of  shorts  will  be  shown,  as  well  as 
condensations  of  two  full-length  features 
and  four  full-length  foreign  language  pic- 
tures. 


■pHE  Theatrical  Duckpin  League  got  un- 
derway last  Monday  night  at  Haskins 
Alleys,  with  Loew’s  taking  two  from  the 
National  despite  Garland  Rogers’  335  set. 
Park  also  took  two  out  of  three  from 
Brookland-Bellevue,  as  Oberboyd  rolled  a 
game  of  131.  The  State,  captained  by 
Eugene  Whitaker,  stepped  out  after  losing 
the  first  game  to  the  Colonial  and  took 
the  next  two  . . . Walter  Brennan,  the  ac- 
tor, was  in  town  the  other  day  for  a few 
hours  and  called  on  the  Governor,  made  a 
single  appearance  at  Loew’s,  and  was  in- 
terviewed on  the  air  . . . Harry  Nordin, 
home  office.  Neighborhood  Theatres,  is  a 
real  Redskin  rooter  and  gets  to  Washing- 
ton nearly  every  time  they  play. 

George  Daniels,  operator  at  Loew’s,  va- 
cationed on  the  Rappahamiock  River, 
where  he  has  a boat  . . . Leroy  Hutzler, 
former  member  of  the  Capitol  service  staff, 
is  attending  V.  P.  I.  . . . Jim  Owens,  RCA 
salesman  in  this  territory,  is  certainly  busy 
now  that  he  is  also  handling  screens  and 
other  equipment  . . . Harry  Brown,  Mono- 
gram Washington  manager,  was  here  . . . 
Ed  Fontaine,  Paramount  manager,  also 
here  . . . Worth  Watkins,  just  returned  to 
the  National  staff,  after  an  absence  of  a 
year,  was  manhandled  very  roughly  by  two 
strangers  whom  he  caught  roaming  around 
the  top  floor  of  the  National  building  . . . 
Fred  Beiersdorf,  Warner  manager,  was  in 
town  . . . Max  Cohen,  new  branch  man- 
ager for  Universal,  was  here  getting  ac- 
quainted with  the  exhibitors. 

Frank  Marable  is  new  doorman  at  the 
Bellevue,  according  to  Percy  Pollard,  man- 
ager . . . Garrett  Leahey,  manager  of  the 
Westhampton,  took  his  vacation  during  the 
Fair  and  took  in  all  the  exhibits,  shows, 
etc.  . . . Allen  Sparrow,  Loew’s  manager, 
visited  Washington. 

Elmo  “Slim”  Holloway,  local  boy  now 
managing  the  Wilson  at  Arlington,  visited 
town  last  week  with  his  new  bride  . . . 
Frank  Wood,  Byrd  projectionist,  visited 
Atlantic  City  . . . Keith  Caudle  visited 
Washington  . . . Louis  Starkey  succeeded 
Charlie  Mathews  as  doorman  at  the  Park 
. . . Russell  Brooks  is  new  doorman  at  the 
Westhampton,  succeeding  Al  Aarons  who 
eritered  Columbia  University  . . . George 
Crozier,  operator  at  Loew’s,  spent  his  vaca- 
tion touring  the  western  part  of  the  state 
with  his  wife  . . . Mrs.  Allen  Sparrow,  wife 
of  Loew’s  manager,  is  in  the  hospital  . . . 
Muriel  Stevenson,  secretary  to  Frank 
O’Brien,  is  recuperating  from  her  opera- 
tion down  in  Florida. 


Friedman  Suit  May  Be 
Tried  in  November 

Philadelphia — The  anti-trust  suit  of 
Henry  Friedman,  Lansdowne,  against 
Warner  circuit  and  the  major  producers, 
which  has  been  hanging  fire  since  last 
year,  is  expected  to  come  up  for  trial 
some  time  in  November,  Harry  N.  Ball, 
Friedman’s  attorney,  announces. 


Van  Praaq  Headquarters 
In  New  York  for  NSS 

Chicago — Morton  Van  Praag,  midwest 
division  manager  for  National  Screen,  will 
make  his  headquarters  in  New  York  start- 
ing Monday.  Van  Praag  was  presented 
with  a star  sapphire  by  his  friends  and 
associates  who  gave  him  a testimonial  din- 
ner at  the  Hi-Hat  Club  in  Chicago  Octo- 
ber 9. 
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— but  are  you  trying  to  sell 
your  patrons  old-fashioned 
sound  for  modern  movies? 


You  wouldn’t  try  to  sell 
this  jalopy  against  a 
modern  car 


Thousands  of  Theatres  Increase  '"'‘Takes’’  with 

MODERX  R€A  PHOTOPHOXE 
MAGIC  VOICE  OF  THE  SCREEN 


TO  BOOST  the  box-office  power 
of  every  picture,  Hollywood 
studios  pay  a great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  sound  recording,  spend  huge 
sums  to  keep  their  equipment 
modern  at  all  times.  Because  they 
know  modern  movie  goers  are  keen 
judges  of  sound  quality. 

You  will  gain  greater  financial 
benefits  from  this  Hollywood 


policy  by  using  modern  sound  in 
your  t heatre.The  RCA  Photophone 
Magic  Voice  of  the  Screen  will  help 
you  "up”  your  "takes”  because  it 
reproduces  modern  movie  sound 
the  way  your  patrons  like  it. 

Your  RCA  Photophone 
representative  will  be  glad 
to  give  you  full  details  about 
the  M agio  Voice  of  the 
Screen — designed  and  priced 
for  theatres  of  every  size. 


Newv! 

RCA  MACIC  SCREEN 

gives  better  picture  and 
sound  performance 
...at  lower  cost! 

Greater  refleetion 
Finer  sound 
No  discoloration 
Reduced 

power  consumption 

Ask  your  RCA  Photophone  represen- 
tative for  details! 


Better  sound  means  better  box-office — and  RCA  Tubes  mean  better  sound 


VICTOR  and 
BLUUIRO  ReCOROS 


Thi  m»(>c  rov  want 
whan  you  won*  il 


HERE’S  WHAT  THEY’RE  SAYING 
ABOUT  THIS  NEW  BOOKLET 


"THIS  NEW 
G~E  BOOKLET 
HAS  SAVED  US 
MONEY  — WE 
BOUGHT  THE 
RIGHT 
VACUUM 


"irS  A GOLD  MINE 
OF  INFORMATION 
ON  THEATRE 
CLEANING." 


"FINEST  THING 
YET  ON  THE 
CLEANING  OF 
THEATRES." 


"HERE'S  SOMETHING 
YOU  SHOULD  READ 
WHETHER  OR  NOT 
YOU  NEED 
A VACUUM 
CLEANER 
RIGHT  NOW." 


Section  A-0109,  Appliance  and  Merchandise  Department, 
General  Electric  Company,  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

Send  me  a copy  of  this  new  Booklet  right  away. 


Name.. 


Address.. 


Would  You  Like  a Copy  of  This  New  12-Page 
General  Electric  Booklet?  If  You  Would,  Use 
This  Coupon. 

BUY  A G-E  MASTER^VAC  AND  BE  SATISFIED! 


City  . 


1 

I 

I 

I 
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Exclusive  with  American  Seating 

”Come-Again”  Comfort 

(Foam  - Rubber  - over  - Spring  - Arch) 


American 

^Tiviony 

# THEATRE  CHAIRS 


Cut  away  view  showing  double  comfort 
feature — foam-rubber-over-spring-arch 


Some  Recent  Foam-Rubber-over-Sprhig-Arch  Bodiform  and 
Avion  Installations 


Carlos  Theatre.  .San  Carlos,  Calif. 
Hollywood  Theatre  . Detroit,  Mich. 
State  Theatre.  . . .Columbus,  Ohio 

Fox  Theatre Sedalia,  Mo. 

Bijou  Theatre.  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 
Fox  State  Theatre  San  Diego,  Calif. 


Nemo  Theatre New  York  City 

Palace  Theatre McAdoo,  Pa. 

Castor  Theatre.  . . Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cameo  Theatre.  .Miami  Beach,  Fla. 
Liberty  Theatre.  McKeesport,  Pa. 
Lark  Theatre Larkspur,  Calif. 


AMERICAN  Seating  Company  now  brings  you  an  exclusive 
theatre  chair  comfort  development — Foam-Rubber-over- 
Spring-Arch. 

Foam  Rubber  molds  itself  to  every  body  curve;  durable — 
retains  its  shape  and  resiliency  indefinitely;  self-cooling — 
every  movement  of  the  occupant  circulates  air  through 
myriads  of  cells. 

In  American  Bodiform  and  Avion  theatre  chairs,  an  exclu- 
sive comfort  feature  is  the  hammock-like  spring-arch  support 
of  the  foam  rubber  deck.  American  Foam  Rubber  cushions 
are  molded  to  fit  the  spring-arch  unit  and  are  double  thick 
at  the  front  edge  of  the  seat.  The  combination  of  the  downy 
softness  of  foam  rubber  and  the  form-fitting  spring-arch 
foundation  gives  a degree  of  comfort  unequalled  by  any 
other  construction. 

Investigate  this  exclusive  "Come- Again”  comfort  feature. 
Write  for  free  booklet  Foam-Rubber-over-Spring-Arch,  or  call 
our  nearest  office. 


B AMERICAN 

odifbrm 

Restfui  I Chairs 


BRAND  RAPIDS.  MICHIGAN 


Pioneers  and  pacemakers  in  theatre,  auditorium,  school,  church,  stadium  and 
transportation  seating  • Branch  Offices  and  Distributors  in  Principal  Cities 
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A Kind  of  Theatre  That 
Kindles  Patronage 

Besides  exterior  attractiveness,  which  is  essential, 
and  mechanical  efficiency  in  the  exhibition  of  pictures, 
which  is  today  a public  mandate,  there  are  three  more 
practical  fundamentals  to  the  profitable  operation  of  a 
moving  picture  theatre: 

Comfort 

Convenience 

Cleanliness 

The  three  Cs  and  the  vital  subjects  they  identify  have 
become  so  inseparably  a part  of  public  service  that 
theatre  management  cannot  long  disassociate  them 
and  survive. 

In  the  aggregate  and  embracing  all  that  each  im- 
plies, these  three  little  words  are  known  to  spell  suc- 
cess in  theatre  operation,  regardless  of  house  size  or 
locale. 

They  are  the  condiments  of  House  Appeal,  the  salts 
of  personal  service  that  flavor  the  jaded  tastes  for  pic- 
ture entertainment.  They  are  habit-forming  in  their  ef- 
fects on  theatre  patronage,  wherever  they  are  applied 
collectively. 

While  the  following  pages  may  emphasize  sanita- 
tion (cleanliness)  a bit  more  prominently  than  its  two 
counterparts,  comfort  and  convenience,  the  latter  must 
not  be  disassociated,  even  momentarily,  in  the  mem- 
ory of  our  readers. 

As  always,  in  these  editorial  deliberations  we  en- 
deavor to  encourage  connective  thought 
on  every  possible  factor  that  serves  to 
kindle  patronage.  That  is  the  main  idea 
in  modern  theatre  planning. 
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OME  people  like  ’em  and  some  people 
don’t.  The  controversy  over  double- 
features has  been  going  on  for  some 
time  now,  and  adherents  on  both  sides 
have  claimed  victories.  But  the  practice 
still  persists.  Nobody  has  wanted  to  do 
much  of  anything  about  the  situation — 
except  talk. 

Here  was  a private  industrial  problem 
to  be  discussed  and  settled  best  within  the 
industry  itself.  But  for  lo  these  many 
montlis  the  subject  has  been  bandied  about 
among  the  general  public,  jokingly  and 
most  unsatisfactorily,  if  the  general  pub- 
lic reaction  at  the  boxoffice  can  be  viewed 
as  a barometer. 

Showmen  who  take  the  problems  of 
their  industry  seriously  have  admitted 
quite  frankly  that  they  are  stymied  with 
this  dual-feature  dilemma.  They  went 
for  a ride  on  a tiger  and  are  now  begin- 
ning to  feel  like  the  “Young  lady  from 
Niger’’  who  is  known  to  have  lost  control 


By  Helen  Kent 


of  her  fabled  situation  also.  So  now  we 
observe  a somewhat  passive  “laissez  faire’’ 
attitude  on  the  part  of  theatre  men,  with 
those  who  favor  doubles  showing  doubles, 
and  those  who  praise  singles  showing  sin- 
gles— but  each  envies  and  condemns  the 
other  for  the  business  that  continues  to 
come  to  each. 

Two  Pactions  Opposed 
The  public  too  has  aligned  itself  on 
either  of  the  two  sides,  taking  part  vehem- 
ently in  the  struggle.  At  any  time,  an 
argument  can  be  aroused  on  the  not  too 
well  understood  business  policies  of  this 
industry.  There  are  those  who  will  not  go 
near  a theatre  showing  more  than  one 
feature  picture  and  they  are  happy  to 
broadcast  their  reasons,  condemning  the 
entire  industry  for  ruining  the  people’s 


favorite  entertainment  in  such  high- 
handed manner. 

The  single-bill  adherents  shout  for  more 
balanced  programs,  claim  they  can’t  see 
a picture  when  they  want  to  see  it  with- 
out also  seeing  something  they’d  rather 
not  see.  They  bewail  the  loss  of  short 
comedies  and  travelogues,  and  bemoan 
their  weary  backs  and  bones  resulting 
from  too  long  remaining  in  a crouched 
position.  These  are  a substantial  citizenry 
which  it  is  claimed  is  in  the  minority — 
yet  they  are  the  white-collar  contingent 
who  spend  more  freely  and  all  real  show- 
men regret  their  displeasure  and  depar- 
ture. 

Then  there  are  the  double-bill  fans  who 
glory  in  the  length  of  time  they  can  spend 
in  a theatre  for  one  admission  price.  They 
don’t  weary  of  being  entertained  and  their 
taste  in  programs  is  not  nearly  so  exact- 
ing as  the  first  group’s.  These  people  are 
a youthful,  easy-to-please  audience  and 
they  like  the  “bargain”  idea  which  origin- 
ally promoted  the  double-feature. 

If  they  can  see  two  pictures  for  the 
price  of  one,  they  need  go  only  half  as 
often  to  the  theatre,  or  for  a special  treat 
they  might  go  once  extra  to  make  up  for 
the  savings.  Oh  yes,  these  people  would 


With  simple  dignity  dictated  by  classic 
murals  on  the  sidewalls,  the  new  Al- 
hambra Annex  is  a model  small  thea- 
tre seating  450  persons.  Acoustically 
perfect  and  with  the  latest  comfort- 
type  chairs,  this  auditorium  is  a fine  ex- 
ample of  the  intimate  and  friendly 
small  house  for  neighborhood  situations. 


Although  but  slightly  changed  in  ap- 
pearance, the  Alhambra  Main  auditor- 
ium (below)  was  fitted  with  the  same 
new  equipment  for  fine  presentation  as 
its  Annex.  This  portion  of  the  house 
seats  950  patrons  and  comfort  provi- 
sions here  are  as  outstanding  as  in  the 
new  portion. 


'lARJORie 
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shout  loudly  were  the  dual-bills  abolished. 
So  it  seems  that  our  industry  must  now 
realize  that  today’s  “movie”  fan  is  not  just 
that,  but  either  a “dual”  or  “single”  fan, 
and  potential  customers  will  be  lost  for 
a while  no  matter  which  policy  is  followed. 

A Solution  Attempted 

The  loss  of  potential  revenue  in  this 
manner,  which  seemed  to  have  no  feasible 
solution,  bothered  one  showman  in  par- 
ticular. He  pondered  the  question  for  two 
and  one  half  years  and  finally  struck  upon 
an  idea  which  seems  to  turn  the  trick  and 
satisfy  “all  of  the  people  all  of  the  time.” 
The  solution  is  quite  unorthodox  and 
hardly  applicable  to  all  situations,  but  at 
least  it  is  a move  in  the  right  direction. 

The  exhibitor,  who  “did  something 
original  about  it”  is  James  Edwards,  Jr., 
of  Alhambra,  California,  who  has  been 
highly  successful  in  his  ten  years  of  show 
business  largely  because  of  foresight, 
initiative  and  a fertile  imagination.  To 
characterize  Mr.  Edwards,  let  us  merely 
state  that  he  is  but  32  years  old  at  the 
present  time,  yet  he  is  now  the  owner  and 
operator  of  18  successful  neighborhood 
theatres  in  the  San  Gabriel  Valley  district 
of  California. 

Just  ten  short  years  ago,  young  Jimmy 
Edwards  acquired  his  first  house,  the  old 
Mission  Theatre  in  Monterey  Park,  now 
known  as  the  Monterey,  and  by  leaps  and 
bounds  he  has  since  established  a circuit 
of  modern  theatres  that  are  outstanding 
examples  of  showmanship  in  all  respects. 
By  taking  over  theatres  which  had  former- 
ly been  unsuccessful,  renovating  them  and 
instilling  friendly  operation  as  a keynote, 
as  well  as  by  constructing  some  which  are 
outstanding  for  new  innovations  in  the 
business  of  comfortably  entertaining  the 
public,  Edwards  has  proved  himself  a 
showman,  possessed  of  keen  perception. 

But  to  return  to  his  latest  innovation — 
an  attempt  at  the  solution  of  the  dual- 
single controversy  in  a manner  which 
would  tend  to  please  all  of  the  public  at 
least  a part  of  the  time.  Now  let  us  quote 


Modern  in  effect  and  with  outstanding 
features  in  the  way  of  advertising , the 
front  of  the  new  Alhambra  Theatre  and 
Annex  is  a striking  example  of  func- 
tionalism. A brilliant  and  informative 
display  also  outlines  the  new  “double- 
bill-single-bill”  policy  inaugurated  in 
this  modern  showplace. 


Mr.  Edwards  in  his  explanation  of  the 
move : 

“Perhaps  in  the  last  few  years  we  have 
been  forcing  the  single-bill  fans  to  see  two 
pictures  against  their  will,  if  they  went  to 
the  movies  at  all.  Result:  Many  did  not 
go  as  often;  hence,  a partial  explanation 
of  the  drop  from  85,000,000  average  week- 
ly patrons  in  1930  to  but  54,000,000  the 
week  of  July  13-19,  1940. 

“That  was  our  problem  . . . Should  the 
operators  of  the  17,500  movie  houses  in  the 
United  States  throw  up  their  hands  and 
quit?  . . . The  answer  to  rejuvenated  box- 
office  attendance  seemed  simple  enough! 
Why  not  a theatre  that  could  definitely 
please  all  types?” 

How  It  Works 

Thus  was  born  the  idea  for  the  first 
single-bill-dual-bill  theatre,  which  is  now 
in  operation.  It  is  Edwards’  Alhambra 
Theatre  in  Alhambra,  California,  and  in  it 


IDENTIFICATION 
(Alhambra  Theatre) 

ACOUSTICAL  MATERIAL:  Acoustipulp,  Inc. 
CARPET:  Columbia  Carpet  Co. 

DRAPERIES:  Educational  Equipment  Co. 
GENERA!.  CONTRACTOR:  Edward  Goral. 
LIGHTING  FIXTURES:  Empire  Lighting  Co. 
MURALS:  Tony  Heinsberge. 

PROJECTION  EQUIPMENT:  John  P.  Filbert  Co. 
SEATING:  American  Seating  Co. 

SOUND  EQUIPMENT:  RCA  Mfg.  Co..  Inc. 
STRUCTURAL  ENGINEERING::  Consolidated 

Steel  Co. 

VENTILATING  EQUIPMENT:  J.  Herman  Co. 
Additional  particulars  on  the  subject  may  be  se- 
cured upon  request  to  The  Modern  Theatre  In- 
formation Bureau. 


the  owner  believes  he  has  worked  out  a 
plan  whereby  both  classes  of  picture  fans 
can  be  satisfied. 

And  this  is  the  way  the  unique  idea 
works — and  it  does  work  because  Edwards 
reports  a 31  per  cent  business  increase 
since  the  idea  was  put  in  operation.  The 
first  segment  of  the  idea  consisted  of  the 
addition  and  construction  of  an  Annex  to 
his  already  existent  house.  The  Alham- 
bra auditorium  seats  900  and  its  new  An- 
nex seats  450.  Each  is  complete  with  its 
own  projection  room  and  modern  equip- 
ment for  finest  presentation  and  they  are 
connected  to  one  common  foyer  with  one 
lobby  entrance  and  but  one  boxoffice. 

The  Alhambra  Theatre  and  Annex  both 
show  double  features  on  all  programs 
nightly  and  each  auditorium  shows  the 
same  double  bill.  However,  the  features  are 
so  alternated  that  while  one  picture  is 
being  shown  in  one  auditorium,  the  other 
feature  is  playing  simultaneously  in  the 
other. 

Hence  for  the  single-feature  fan  the  idea 
works  in  this  manner:  He  desires  to  see 
only  picture  “A”  and  at  the  time  he  enters 
the  Alhambra  this  feature  is  playing  in 
either  one  or  the  other  of  the  auditor- 
iums. He  purchases  a ticket  at  the  com- 
mon boxoffice  and  enters  the  foyer,  where 
a directional  sign  directs:  “Main  Audi- 
torium now  playing  ‘A’ — Annex  now  play- 
ing ‘B’.”  He  enters  the  auditorium  in 
which  his  choice  is  then  playing.  His  se- 
lection is  optional. 

However,  should  this  patron  be  unfortu- 
nate enough  to  enter  after  picture  “A” 
has  started  and  upon  its  completion  wants 
to  see  the  beginning,  it  is  not  necessary 
for  him  to  sit  through  the  second  feature, 
since  he  may  simply  walk  into  the  other 
auditorium  and  see  picture  “A”  from  its 
start. 

For  the  double-bill  fan,  everything  is 
just  as  he  likes  it.  He  enters  either  audi- 
torium and  upon  completion  of  the  fea- 
ture remains  in  his  seat.  The  other  pic- 
(Continued  on  following  page) 
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Adroit  Structural  Planning 
To  Abate  the  Dual-Bill 
Mischief 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


ture  follows  immediately.  Thus  nothing 
has  been  taken  from  the  dual  fan  and  a 
great  deal  of  satisfaction  accrues  to  both 
single  and  dual  movie  fans. 

Structural  Description 

The  project  cost  an  approximate  $25,- 
000  which  included  remodeling  of  the  Al- 
hambra Theatre  and  addition  of  the  An- 
nex as  well,  but  if  it  only  serves  to  prove 
that  patrons  can  be  pleased  once  again 
and  that  they  will  return  again  and  again 
to  a theatre  which  caters  to  sucJi  whims, 
the  money  will  have  been  well  spent.  Of 
course,  the  31  per  cent  increase  noted  al- 
ready will  certainly  not  lessen  Mr.  Ed- 
wards’ opinion  of  the  solution  he  has 
worked  out,  and  no  doubt  it  will  prove  to 
other  showmen  that  something  can  be 
done  about  an  obstreperous  situation. 

The  front  of  the  remodeled  Alhambra 
Theatre  is  a striking  example  of  func- 
tionalism, modern  in  effect  and  with  out- 
standing features  in  the  way  of  advertis- 
ing. Its  lighting  effect  is  brilliant  and  in- 
formative, briefly  outlining  the  new  dou- 
ble-bill-single-bill policy  in  an  invitational 
manner,  and  the  entire  facade  is  indica- 
tive of  the  progressive  management  ex- 
emplified in  the  theatre’s  novel  program 
idea. 

Within  the  foyer,  a spacious  area  which 
affords  entrance  to  both  the  Main  audi- 
torium and  the  Annex,  modern  decorations 
and  furnishings  are  to  be  noted  in  par- 
ticular. The  decoration  here  was  made 
more  in  keeping  with  the  new  Annex 
where  modern  atmosphere  is  more  evi- 
dent than  within  the  Main  auditorium, 
which  though  renovated  is  not  quite  so 
modern  in  theme  as  its  new  counteiTiart. 
Elaborate  carpeting  of  a modern  pattern 


The  Alhambra  Theatre  and  Annex  foyer 
is  a spacious  area  serving  two  audi- 
toriums, at  right  the  Annex  entrance 
and  in  the  distance  the  Main  auditor- 
ium entrance.  A directional  sign  directs 
traffic  and  furnishings  are  both  deco- 
ratively  harmonious  and  functional. 


completely  covers  the  floor  area  in  the 
foyer  and  sets  the  scheme  for  decor  and 
atmosphere.  Confection  vending  ma- 
chines and  the  aforementioned  directional 
sign  are  other  functional  items  to  be 
found  here. 

House  Appeal  Applied 

The  new  Alhambra  Annex  is  small  and 
intimate,  seating  only  450  persons,  yet  it  is 
the  epitome  of  comfort,  convenience  and 
decorative  beauty,  designed  to  please  the 
more  fastidious  group.  With  a simple 
dignity,  the  room  takes  its  decorative 
theme  from  classic  murals  on  the  sidewalls 
painted  by  Tony  Heinsberge,  Los  Angeles 
artist.  The  side  and  rear  walls  were  treat- 
ed with  acoustic  material  for  proper  sound 
absorption  and  the  material  was  colored 
maroon  as  a stunning  background  for  the 
’nural  art.  The  ceiling  is  treated  in  the 
same  material  in  a natural  buff  shade. 

Seating  in  the  Annex  is  of  the  body  con- 
forming type  with  backs  and  standards  in 
a light  coffee-cream  color  and  upholstery 
in  red  mohair.  Red  carpet  is  used  in  this 
part  of  the  house,  and  draperies  at  the 
proscenium  are  in  a burnt-orange  hue  with 
those  at  the  aisles  in  green  crushed  plush. 
Thus  a colorful  yet  dignified  decorative 
scheme  was  applied  and  interesting  and 
effective  lighting  completes  a harmonious 
interior. 

The  main  auditorium  of  the  Alhambra 
Theatre  remains  much  the  same  in  ap- 
pearance, although  new  equipment  for 
greater  mechanical  efficiency  was  installed 
to  keep  it  on  a par  with  the  new  Annex. 
Such  equipment  for  both  portions  of  the 
house  consists  of  new  sound  and  projec- 
tion equipment  of  the  latest  type  and  al' 


accessories  for  the  finest  picture  presenta- 
tion in  both  auditoriums.  It  was  most 
necessary  that  there  should  be  no  hint  of 
comparison  between  the  presentation  fac- 
tors of  the  two  parts  of  the  Alhambra, 
since  this  might  have  defeated  the  purpose 
of  the  new  policy. 

Also  provided  and  with  this  same 
thought  in  mind  was  new  ventilation 
equipment  comprising  two  25,000  c.f.m. 
capacity  fans  and  other  devices  for  the 
proper  distribution  of  fresh  air  within  both 
auditoriums.  All  of  the  design,  planning 
and  specification  work  was  handled  by 
Mr.  Edwards,  who  fathered  the  idea,  and 
his  coordination  of  idea  with  construction 
is  noteworthy  in  every  particular. 

This  is  not  a case  wherein  a new  idea 
was  set  before  the  public  without  fore- 
thought. It  was  carefully  planned;  other- 
wise it  might  not  have  been  so  readily  ac- 
cepted by  patrons.  But  when  patrons  are 
further  encouraged  by  the  modernization 
of  a theatre  property,  their  appreciation  is 
almost  bound  to  follow.  James  Edwards, 
Jr.,  had  a revolutionary  idea,  took  two  and 
one  half  years  to  think  it  out  and  accom- 
plish it,  and  then  presented  his  commun- 
ity with  a unique  theatre  plant  of  which 
they  could  be  proud  no  matter  whether 
they  preferred  dual  or  single  bills.  His 
honest  effort  to  please  everyone  cannot  be 
overlooked  by  patrons — and  it’s  a fitting 
example  of  modern  showmanship  which 
will  not  long  remain  idle  in  the  face  of 
baffling  conditions. 


Air  conditioning  in  winter  is  equally  as 
important  as  in  summer.  Poor  ventilation 
at  this  time  can  be  entirely  as  disagree- 
able and  even  more  unhealthful. 


COMPETITION? 


Fanchon  and  Marco’s  Missouri  Theatre 
in  St.  Louis  offers  a peculiarity  of  situa- 
tion that  is  not  common  even  to  this  un- 
conventional industry.  It’s  next  door 
neighbor  is  the  Third  Baptist  Church,  also 
an  imposing  edifice.  It  may  be  safely  as- 
sumed, without  confirmation,  that  the  two 
diametrically  opposed  institutions  of  pub- 
lic service  both  do  quite  well  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. It  might  even  be  supposed 
that  both  profit  in  their  proximity.  Yet, 
the  situation  is  a bit  unusual. 
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chair  above 
e aisle  light. 
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OUR  biggest  problem  is  to  bring  them  back,  week  after 
week,  to  your  theatre.  It’s  the  steady,  returning  patronage  that 
keeps  your  box  office  busy.  That’s  why  we  urge  you  and  every 
theatre  owner  and  operator  to  see  the  new  Heywood  CAMEO. 
This  swanky,  stylish  CAMEO  is  a real  theatre  man’s  chair. 
It’s  the  tops  in  sheer  comfort  . . . the  kind  of  comfort  that 
will  bring  them  back  to  your  house.  May  we  furnish  details? 
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Make  Sure  Your  Theatre  Doesn't 
Wear  a False  Face 

By  Mildred  Brennan* 


The  lobby  of  your  theatre  is  the  gate- 
way to  romance  and  adventure.  You 
know  that  whether  your  patrons  come 
from  the  tenements  or  the  penthouses  in 
your  town,  they  recognize  beauty  and 
gracious  living  when  they  see  it — they 
have  learned  it  partly  from  the  very  shows 
you  offer.  Therefore,  you  try  to  make 
your  lobby  as  attractively  dramatic  a gate- 
way as  possible. 

You  can’t  concentrate  all  of  your  at- 
tractiveness there,  however,  or  your  lobby 
will  become  a false  front.  Your  patrons 
will  see  through  the  masque  of  gracious- 
ness if  your  restrooms  are  not  on  a par 
with  the  lobby  of  your  theatre.  There 
should  be  no  pretense  about  the  cleanli- 
ness or  the  equipment  in  your  restrooms. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  any  theatre  to  wear 
a masque  to  hide  grime  and  unsanitary 
conditions.  Manufacturers  of  plumbing 
equipment,  of  wall  and  floor  materials 
have  more  interesting  ideas  and  better 
values  to  offer  today  than  they  did  20 
years  ago,  despite  the  fact  that  the  prices 
are  lower  than  they  have  been  for  many 
years.  Moreover,  convenience  and  attrac- 

*Of the  Plumbing  and  Heating  Industries 
Bureau. 


tiveness  do  not  require  extravagance  and 
expensive  decorations. 

A Planning  Precaution 

In  the  first  place,  your  restrooms  should 
be  of  sufficient  size  so  that  they  will  not 
present  a crowded  appearance.  They 
should  be  well-lighted  and  well  ventilated; 
and  should  have  fixtures  that  are  especial- 
ly designed  for  public  washrooms.  Unat- 
tractive surroundings  in  this  part  of  the 
house  may  destroy  the  memory  of  fine  en- 
tertainment and  prevent  fastidious  custo- 
mers from  making  a return  visit. 

Your  wall  and  floor  materials  are  an 
important  consideration  in  planning  a 
clean  and  attractive  restroom.  Linoleum 
in  unusual  designs  and  colors  is  still  lead- 
ing in  popularity  in  the  floor  covering  field. 
Boardtile,  an  inexpensive  wall  covering, 
looks  like  tile  and  wears  like  tile,  but  it  is 
much  less  expensive  and  is  easier  to  in- 
stall. Because  of  the  attractiveness  of  the 
colors  in  which  boardtile  is  available,  your 
washroom  may  be  as  dramatic  in  decora- 
tive effect  as  the  lobby  of  your  theatre, 
but  for  very  little  cost.  Both  boardtile  and 
linoleum  permit  constant  cleaning  without 
deterioration  of  the  materials. 

In  addition  to  choice  of  color,  choice  of 


lighting  fixtures  will  help  give  your  rest- 
rooms a light  and  spacious  atmosphere. 
Lights  are  recommended  above  each  lava- 
tory, as  well  as  in  the  ceiling.  The  light- 
ing of  the  washroom  should  be  carefully 
studied,  for  much  added  attractiveness 
can  also  be  obtained  through  proper  light- 
ing. 

Of  course,  in  order  for  your  restrooms 
to  function  properly,  particular  attention 
must  be  given  to  the  equipment  you  in- 
stall. How  your  washrooms  are  equipped 
and  maintained  may  be  a vital  matter  in 
community  health. 

Where  there  is  sufficient  water  pressure 
and  the  supply  pipes  are  sufficiently  large, 
water  closets  should  be  flush-valve  oper- 
ated. The  closet  should  be  of  the  elon- 
gated, wall-hung  type,  with  a hard  rub- 
ber seat,  open  at  the  front  and  back,  and 
without  a cover. 

Equipment  Selection 

In  case  water  pressure  and  pipe  sizes 
are  inadequate  to  permit  the  use  of  a wall- 
hung,  flush  valve  operated  closet,  and  it 
is  necessary  to  use  a tank,  the  siphon  jet 
type  of  closet  should  be  chosen.  Perhaps 
it  should  be  explained  at  this  point  that 
there  are  three  types  of  closets:  Wash- 
down, reverse  trap  and  siphon  jet.  The 
latter  is  preferable,  particularly  for  public 
washrooms,  because  it  has  a larger  trap- 
way, a larger  water  surface,  and  a more 
vigorous  flushing  action.  While  the  gov- 
ernment standard  for  a siphon  jet  is  only 
two  and  one-eighth  inches,  the  closets 
made  by  nationally-known  firms  have  a 
two  and  one-half  inch  opening. 

Lavatories,  preferably  of  vitreous  china, 
should  be  hung  from  the  wall  with  the 
supports  concealed.  It  is  advisable  to  have 
the  lavatory  fitted  with  a quick-draining 
waste  fitting.  Obviously  the  more  quickly 
the  water  is  drained  from  the  lavatory,  the 
less  opportunity  there  is  for  the  soiling  of 
the  lavatory  basin.  This  reduces  the  time 
required  to  keep  the  lavatory  clean.  A 
slotted  opening  which  catches  hair,  lint, 
and  soap,  but  nevertheless  permits  the 


When  the  Highway  Theatre  at  6329 
S.  Western  Avenue  in  Chicago  modern- 
ized its  ladies’  lounge,  the  management 
added  a powder  room  that  is  inviting 
and  restful,  and  at  the  same  time  con- 
venient and  easy  to  keep  clean.  The 
old  rose  and  terra  cotta  dado  is  of 
boardtile,  a material  that  defies  scuff- 
ing and  scratching,  is  tile-like  in  ap- 
pearance, but  much  less  expensive.  The 
modernistic  stools  at  the  powder  bar 
have  old  rose  cushioned  seats,  and  terra 
cotta  and  rose  lounges  invite  the  pa- 
tron to  rest.  The  entire  room  may  be 
cleaned  easily  and  quickly  with  soap 
and  water. 


rapid  flow  of  water  is  desirable  in  the 
waste  plug.  The  plug,  of  course,  should 
be  removable  for  cleaning. 

A combination  fitting,  permitting  the 
user  to  temper  the  water,  will  be  found 
superior  to  two  single  faucets.  As  a mat- 
ter of  fact,  why  offer  cold  water  at  a lava- 
tory at  all?  The  suggestion  is  offered  that 
what  the  public  wants  at  the  lavatory  is  a 
constant  supply  of  warm  water  at  a com- 
fortable temperature.  Temperature  con- 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


trol  valves  which  can  be  concealed  in  util- 
ity panels  are  available. 

An  adequate  supply  of  tempered  water 
will  decrease  the  wasting  of  water  result- 
ing from  mixing  cold  with  hot  water;  it 
will  decrease  the  cost  of  heating  water,  and 
it  will  offer  theatre  patrons  a superior  and 
more  sanitary  service. 

Decorative  Values 

The  use  of  colored  fixtures  will  enable 
the  theatre  owner  to  offer  his  patrons  rest- 
rooms that  are  distinctively  beautiful.  The 
softer  pastel  colors  such  as  cool  greens 
and  lavenders,  soft  ivories,  and  yellow,  or 
tasteful  blues  and  pinks,  are  recommended 
for  women’s  restrooms,  while  stunning  ef- 
fects may  be  obtained  by  the  use  of  black 
fixures  in  the  men’s  washrooms. 

For  the  men’s  washroom,  urinals  may 
be  of  the  wall  or  stall  type.  The  former 
have  the  advantage  of  leaving  the  floors 
open  and  clean. 

Urinals  may  be  individually  equipped 
with  hand-operated  flush  valves  or  with 
adjustable  automatic  flush  valves  in  a tank 


Cover  Illustration 

Depicting  a delightful  combination  of 
convenience  and  cleanliness  factors. 
Smart  decorative  effect  and  utmost 
equipment  efficiency,  are  major  points 
of  interest  to  be  noted  in  this  treatment 
of  a modern  theatre  retiring  room. 
What  theatre  patron  could  fail  to  be 
favorably  impressed  with  such  obvious 
concern  for  his  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence; such  assurance  of  sanitation  and 
health  protection  in  this  most  import- 
ant department  of  the  theatre?  . . . 
More  and  more,  astute  theatre  manage- 
ment is  turning  to  modern  functional 
provisions  for  the  personal  welfare  of 
patrons.  The  illustration  expresses  the 
trend  in  this  direction  and  the  en- 
thusiastic public  reaction  thereto  is  not 
difficult  to  understand. 


As  an  example  of  gleaming  cleanli- 
ness and  beauty,  this  men’s  room  is  un- 
surpassed. The  two  views  show  its  com- 
pactness, yet  functional  arrangement 
of  lavatories,  electric  hand-driers,  uri- 
nals and  toilet  compartments  make  it  a 
convenient  and  easy  to  maintain  wash- 
room. Decor atively,  the  walls  are  lined 
in  ivory  porcelain  enamel  which 
matches  the  vitreous  china  lavatories. 
The  ceiling  and  decorative  dots  are  also 
of  porcelain  enamel  in  mulberry  red, 
while  the  lower  part  of  the  walls  and 
the  hand-driers  are  blue. 


of  porcelain  enamel  on  cast  iron,  or  vit- 
reous china.  Some  theatre  owners  prefer 
urinals  equipped  with  a flushing  tank 
which  operates  automatically  at  prede- 
termined intervals  or  on  an  average  of  12 
times  per  hour  each.  While  this  type  of 
flushing  guarantees  a periodic  sanitary 
cleansing  of  the  fixtures,  other  theatre 
owners  believe  that  the  hand-operated 
flush  valve  is  much  more  practical  be- 
cause of  the  saving  in  water  incurred.  Both 
types  of  fixtures  are  of  the  highest  quality 
and  preference  must  determine  the  type 
to  be  installed. 

Closet  and  urinal  partitions  should  be 
of  marble  or  steel  with  baked  enamel  fin- 
ish in  colors  harmonizing  with  the  wash- 
room color  scheme. 

When  possible,  the  lounge  next  to  the 
toilet  room  should  contain  a drinking 
fountain,  with  a raised  angle  stream  bub- 
bler. In  the  modern  sanitary  drinking 
fountain,  the  jets  from  which  the  water 
flows  are  set  at  an  angle  from  the  vertical, 
and  the  water  forms  an  arc  away  from 
the  nozzle,  thereby  preventing  it  from 
flowing  back  on  the  clean  jet.  Drinking 
fountains  are  now  made  with  guards 
which  prevent  the  mouth  or  nose  of  the 
drinker  from  coming  in  contact  with  the 
nozzle.  The  inclined  jet  of  water  issuing 
from  the  nozzle  does  not  touch  the  guard, 
and  there  is  no  spattering  of  water. 

Sanitary  drinking  fountains  of  today  are 
usually  constructed  of  vitreous  china, 
porcelain,  enameled  cast  iron  or  glass. 
There  are  other  materials  which  are  non- 
oxidizing and  impervious  and  which  may 
be  used,  but  these  are  the  most  common. 

The  Cleanliness  Factor 

The  washroom  of  the  modern  theatre 
should  be  absolutely  clean.  Efficient,  off- 

(Continued  on  following  page) 
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for 

^ Smooth  Drying 

a soothing  current  of  warmed, 
sanatorized  air  dries  the  hands 
quickly,  thoroughly  and  with  ut- 
most sanitation — there  is  noth- 
ing to  carry  contamination  from 
one  user  to  another. 

^ Smooth  Hands 

the  complete  evaporation  of 
moisture  promotes  skin-health 
and  aids  to  prevent  chapping 
and  rough  skin. 

^ Smooth  Service 

with  SANI-DRI  you  have  a co?i- 
stantly  dependable  drying  ser- 
vice— uninterrupted  and  free 
from  service  breaks  caused  by 
empty  towel-cabinets. 

and  Reduced  Fire-hazard 

No  litter  of  towels  awaiting  a 
careless  match  or  cigarette  to 
start  a dangerous  fire  or  panic. 


Send  Coupon  Below 
for  Illustrated  Literature 

, THE  CHICAGO  HARDWARE  FOUNDRY  CO.  | 

Dependable  Since  1897 

Sani-Dri  Division  1040  Box  Street 

' NORTH  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS  ' 

I I 

I Send  the  facts  about  SANI-DRI  ^ 

’ Name  of  theatre ' 

‘ Name  of  individual • 

* Address  ' 

' City  ' 

' State  ' 
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Give  Your  Janitor  These  Wings 


Ten,  twenty,  thirty  ieet  up — plus  his  height — is  the 
cleaning  reach  of  the  operator,  when  he  has  a Super 
Specialized  Theatre  Cleaner.  Daily  he  can  clean 
things  which  otherwise  would  not  gel  cleaned  once 
in  5 years — and  then  probably  thrown  away,  a need- 
less waste  of  money.  He  easily  cleans  and  renews 

the  brilliancy  and  reflection  of  \, 
your  screen  for  much  finer  pictures,  » 
and  prolonging  its  life  indefinite- 
ly. Gives  your  audiences  the  most 
delicate  music  thru  sound  holes 
now  opened,  not  dust  filled  as 
before.  He  cleans  lamp  house, 
box  fronts,  drapes,  orna- 


mental work,  upholstered  furniture,  Venetian  blinds — every- 
thing, everywhere.  And,  of  course,  your  lobby  and  audi- 
torium floors,  walls,  too,  even  your  ceilings.  With  the 
Super,  better,  quicker,  cheaper,  than  ever  by  any 
one,  with  any  other  thing.  Why  not  find  out  about 
this  Super  in  daily  use  in  hundreds  of  America's 
best  houses?  Ask  your  wholesaler  or 


THE  NATIONAL  SUPER 


S^Try  It  5 Days  Free! 


SERVICE  COMPANY 

1941  N.  13th  Street 
Toledo,  Ohio 


For  extra  profits,  consider  the  operation 
of  a popcorn  machine.  Let  those  nickels 
and  dimes  be  spent  in  the  theatre  rather 
than  see  the  purchases  come  in  the  front 
door  and  be  consumed  on  the  premises 
without  profit  to  the  house. 


Rubber  matting  works  wonders  in  keep- 
ing dirt,  dust  and  grime  out  of  the  thea- 
tre by  trapping  it  at  the  entrance.  Neat 
appearance  at  this  point  is  another  fea- 
ture. found  effective  in  filling  theatre 
seats. 


Use  Dayton  Safety  Ladders — 

Men  work  faster,  safer  on  the  broad,  firm  platforms  of 
Dayton  Safety  Ladders. 

Ladder  jobs,  shortened;  extra  men  required  to  steady 
ordinary  ladders  are  eliminated.  Each  piece  of  ma- 
terial thoroughly  tested.  Dayton  Safety  Ladders,  made 
of  tested  airplane  spruce,  combine  great  strength  with 
lightness  of  weight.  Write  for  catalogue  today. 


Sg^  ai  BtcundUu^  Oit  Ute 


Make  Sure  Your  Theatre 
Doesn't  Wear  a 
False  Face 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


the-floor  fixtures  for  your  restrooms,  non- 
absorbent materials  on  the  walls  and 
floors,  will  make  cleaning  easier.  Sand 
urns,  where  cigarette  and  cigar  stubs  and 
other  refuse  may  be  discarded  reduces  the 
possibility  of  such  things  being  thrown  on 
the  floor  or  into  the  urinal,  as  in  the  men’s 
washroom. 

Good  ventilation  is  a sister  virtue  of 
cleanliness.  Some  theatre  managers  air- 
condition  the  entire  building,  and  the 
problem  of  ventilating  the  restrooms  is 
taken  care  of.  If  the  building  is  not  air- 
conditioned,  wall  ventilators  should  be  in- 
stalled which  exhaust  all  odors  as  rapidly 
as  they  form,  and  replace  the  air  in  the 
room  every  two  minutes  with  clean,  fresh 
air.  These  ventilators  are  quiet  in  opera- 
tion. The  motors  are  fully  enclosed  to 
protect  them  from  dust  and  greasy  fumes, 
and  are  kept  cool  by  air  suction  through  a 
vent  pipe. 

The  memory  of  your  entertainment,  and 
of  your  entire  theatre,  will  be  a pleasant 
one,  if  your  restrooms  are  as  clean  and  at- 
tractive as  your  lobby.  Your  patrons  will 
know  that  the  graciousness  of  your  lobby 
is  no  masque,  but  a genuine  invitation  to  a 
comfortable  and  sanitary  theatre. 


Latex  Sponge  Rubber  as 
a Cushioning  Material 

Probably  the  most  surprising  and  un- 
expected characteristic  of  latex  sponge 
rubber  is  its  permanence  under  hard  use. 
When  measured  by  length  of  service,  it  is 
the  most  economical  seat  cushioning  ma- 
terial, as  well  as  the  most  luxurious.  There 
are  no  paddings  to  pack  down  or  get 
lumpy,  no  springs  to  break.  It  holds  its 
shape  indefinitely. 

An  eastern  hospital  superintendent  re- 
ports that  latex  foam  mattresses  have  been 
in  service  over  ten  years.  He  reports  one 
case  where  a patient  weighing  400  pounds 
lay  on  the  mattress  for  nine  months,  after 
which  it  showed  no  distortion  or  change  in 
shape.  There  is  nothing  to  deteriorate  so 
long  as  the  actual  rubber  surface  is  not 
exposed  for  long  periods  to  excessive 
warmth,  direct  sunlight,  oil  or  other  rub- 
ber solvents. 

Motor  bus  seats  made  of  latex  foam  ma- 
terials have  been  in  use  in  England  for  12 
years  and  are  still  in  good  condition.  Truck 
owners  have  found  foamed  latex  cushions 
the  most  durable  ever  used  for  drivers’ 
seats — probably  the  most  severe  service 
possible  for  seat  cushions. 

The  economical  durability  of  foamed 
latex  cushions  and  mattresses  has  been 
proved  under  the  severest  service  condi- 
tions in  Pullman  sleeping  and  lounge  cars, 
modern  trains  like  the  Broadway  Limited, 
Super-Chief,  Twentieth  Century;  or  luxury 
liners;  in  hotel  lobbies  and  the  latest  type 
of  interurban  buses,  airplanes  and  private 
yachts.  This  new  upholstery  method  is 
becoming  increasingly  popular  in  theatre 
seating. 


50 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


LITERATURE 


The  following  concerns  have  recently 
filed  copies  of  interesting  descriptive 
literature  with  The  Modern  Theatre  In- 
formation Bureau.  Readers  who  may  wish 
copies  of  such  literature  may  obtain  them 
promptly  by  addressing  The  Modern  Thea- 
tre, 332  S.  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois. 

Anemostat  Corporation  of  America,  New 
York  City,  submits  bulletin  sheets  entitled 
“How  to  Select  Anemostats  Types  B and 
C,”  explaining  understandably  specifica- 
tions and  velocities.  Graph  sheets  on  dif- 
fusions and  suggested  specifications  are 
also  included  to  make  selection  simple  and 
effective. 

Carrier  Corporation,  of  Syracuse,  New 
York,  offers  a breezy  and  entertaining 
booklet  written  by  Miss  Margaret  Ingels, 
only  woman  air  conditioning  engineer,  en- 
titled “You  Are  an  Engine  Air-Cooled,” 
which  simplifies  the  subject  of  air  condi- 
tioning and  disproves  a number  of  popular 
fallacies. 

Chicago  Hardware  Foundry  Company,  of 
North  Chicago,  Illinois,  files  literature  on 
Sani-Dri,  the  modern  electric  hand-drier. 
Offering  a solution  to  theatre  washroom 
problems,  the  modern  drying  service  is  de- 
scribed, pictured  and  specifications  are 
given  for  best  adaptation. 

Chicago  Venetian  Blind  Company,  of 
Chicago,  presents  its  Venetian  Blind  Man- 
ual containing  specifications,  standards 
and  design  data.  The  manual  gives  basic 
information  on  the  design  and  construc- 
tion of  blinds  and  instructs  in  the  proper 
methods  of  measuring,  ordering  and  in- 
stalling. Profusely  illustrated  and  with 
color  chart  included,  the  booklet  covers  the 
subject  most  completely. 

Electric  Vacuum  Cleaner  Company,  Inc., 
submits  new  literature  on  the  latest  mod- 
els of  Premier  Commercial  Vacuum  Clean- 
ers, describing  advantages,  and  applica- 
tions and  also  including  specification 
sheets.  A large  assortment  of  accessories 
and  tools  for  simplifying  theatre  cleaning 
is  also  pictured  and  described. 

General  Electric  Company,  of  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  presents  an  informative 
pamphlet  prepared  especially  for  theatre 
owners  and  managers  entitled  “Cleaning 
the  Modern  Theatre  Efficiently  Economic- 
ally.” The  booklet  covers  its  subject  com- 
pletely, showing  the  G-E  Master- Vac  in 
use  throughout  various  departments  of  the 
theatre  and  also  picturing  its  many  adapt- 
able accessories. 

Clint  Phare  Products,  of  Euclid,  Ohio, 
files  a piece  of  literature  on  the  new 
“Signo-Marker,”  recently  developed  by  a 
projectionist  to  eliminate  film  mutilation. 
The  new  film  marker  is  pictured  and  de- 
scribed and  an  attractive  trial  offer  and 
money-back  guarantee  is  made. 

Notice:  Manufacturers  of  all  products 
adapted  to  theatre  modernization  or  main- 
tenance are  invited  to  file  latest  copies  of 
their  catalogues  or  other  descriptive  litera- 
ture with  The  Modern  Theatre  Informa- 
tion Bureau. — The  Editor. 


ALEXANDER  SMITH 
CARPET 

Selected  for 

PURDUE  UNIVERSITY’S 

$1,000,000 

HALL  OF  MUSIC 


Foyer  of  Purdue  Hull  of  Music  showing  Alexander  Smith  Crestwood  Carpet. 
The  total  installation  consisted  of  3300  yards. 


What  Walter  Scholar,  designer  of  the  Hall  of  Music, 
says  about  the  installation: 

“The  carpet  in  the  new  Hall  of  Music  at  Purdue  University  was 
especially  woven  hy  the  Contract  Division  of  Alexander  Smith 
from  details  prepared  in  my  office  showing  pattern  and  colors. 
Their  experienced  craftsmanship  and  knowledge  of  carpet  color 
and  design  and  their  close  cooperation  with  me  in  this  work 
resulted  in  a handsome  joh.  I can  speak  highly  of  their  services. 

“In  this  Music  Hall,  particularly  where  heauty  and  utility  are 
essential,  the  carpet  gives  color,  quietness  and  distinction  to  the 
interior.  In  the  immense  auditorium  with  over  6200  occupants 
constantly  moving  in  and  out,  we  have  relied  on  Alexander  Smith 
to  produce  in  their  well-known  Crestwood  Carpet  the  durable 
floor  covering  for  the  requirements.” 


Alexander  Smith  & Sons,  295  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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T’S  SO  EASY  in  show  business  to  take 
things  for  granted  without  looking  be- 
neath the  surface  or  beyond  the  pro- 
nounced superficialties  of  this  peculiar 
vocation  to  find  the  real  source  of  the  suc- 
cess that  attends  our  efforts  or  for  that 
matter,  and  conversely,  the  ills  that  oft- 
times  beset  us. 

The  scientific  phenomena  of  moving 
pictures  for  instance  is  not  very  import- 
ant to  the  average  theatre  owner  beyond 
the  fact  that  science  has  given  him  a 
pretty  good  set  of  tools  with  which  to  ply 
his  trade.  The  interesting  evolution  of 
the  picture  projector  from  the  original  dis- 
covery and  application  of  the  principle  of 
persistent  vision  by  old  Peter  Mark  Roget 
over  a hundred  years  ago,  is  of  small  and 
passing  moment  to  the  management  of 
theatres  today. 

When  the  genius  of  Menlo  Park, 
Thomas  A.  Edison,  harnessed  electricity  to 
old  Mr.  Roget’s  discovery  and  made  mov- 
ing pictures  emerge  miraculously  from 
the  erstwhile  magic  lantern,  and  thus  com- 
mercialized them,  he  started  an  engineer- 
ing job  that,  believe  it  or  not,  hasn’t 
petered  out  to  this  day. 

A Matter  of  Fact 

It’s  a peculiar  fact,  but  a plain  fact 
nevertheless,  that  the  average  exhibitor 
actually  knows  but  little  and  cares  less 
about  the  technical  background  of  his  pro- 
jection and  sound  equipment.  Fortunate- 
ly he  doesn’t  need  to,  because  of  the  fact 
that  the  product  engineering  fraternity  is 
constantly  on  the  job,  searching  and  re- 
searching for  better,  safer,  and  more 
economical  means  of  effecting  our  moving 
picture  presentations. 

Technical  research  and  discovery  is 
pretty  dry  stuff  to  all  of  us,  and  particu- 
larly to  a showman  whose  time,  thought 
and  effort  is  taken  up  with  trying  to  pick 
and  provide  the  type  of  picture  programs 
that  will  keep  the  turnstiles  aclick.  Con- 
sequently his  regard  for  the  engineers — 
the  men  who  toil,  study  and  figure  out  the 
formulae  for  improvement  and  then  strive 
for  standardization  of  approved  practices 
— are  seldom  given  sufficient  recognition, 
a reward  of  merit  they  so  richly  deserve. 

So  at  this  time  we  think  it  befitting, 
because  of  the  imminence  of  the  47th  semi- 
annual session  of  The  Society  of  Motion 
Picture  Engineers,  holden  this  Fall  at 
the  Hollywood-Roosevelt  Hotel  in  Los 
Angeles,  to  pass  along  the  posies  to  all 
cinema  product  engineers  and  particu- 
larly to  those  who  have  organized  their  ef- 
forts in  a collective  assault  on  inferior  pic- 
ture production  in  our  studios  and  faulty 
screen  presentation  in  our  theatres. 

To  build  a piece  of  moving  picture  ap- 
paratus and  sell  it  for  a price  is  no  great 
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problem  after  someone  has  figured  out  the 
formula.  The  fabrication  process  is  sim- 
ple, but  quite  expensive.  To  copy  what 
someone  else  has  created  and  confirmed, 
and  try  to  improve  on  it,  isn’t  so  much  of 
a trick.  It’s  the  brain-work  that  goes  into 
the  design  of  a piece  of  equipment  that 
makes  the  big  difference.  Brain-power  is 
never  a by-product. 

Organized,  and  to  no  less  extent,  indi- 
vidual research  and  development  for  finer 
moving  picture  production  and  most  im- 
portantly better  picture  presentation  in 
our  theatres  is  something  for  which  this 
entire  industry  owes  a mounting  debt  of 
gratitude  to  the  motion  picture  engineers. 

Good  for  Business 

That  various  groups  of  cinema  equip- 
ment engineers  get  together  regularly  to 
expose  their  findings,  exchange  ideas  and 
discuss  means  of  coordinating  their  dis- 
coveries with  their  colleagues,  is  a mighty 
fine  thing  for  theatre  business.  Stand- 
ardization is  something  this  entire  indus- 
try ought  to  encourage  with  all  the  in- 
terest and  cooperation  it  can  muster. 

During  24  years  of  its  existence  The  So- 
ciety of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  has  re- 
ligiously adhered  to  its  objective,  “the  ad- 
vancement in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
motion  picture  engineering  and  the  allied 
arts  and  sciences.”  Originally  their  joint 
deliberations  were  confined  largely  to  pro- 
jection room  practices,  but  today  the  scope 
and  the  memberehip  has  been  enlarged  to 
include  practically  every  process  involved 
in  the  manufacture  and  final  delivery  of 
modern  moving  picture  entertainment  to 
the  public. 

Standardization,  the  main  objective  yet 
to  be  fully  attained,  is  something  in  which 
the  exhibitor  should  be  vitally  concerned 
— especially  the  owners  of  small  theatres. 
The  reason,  therefore,  is  apparent  when 
it  is  realized  that  the  public  today  expects 
the  best  of  screen  presentation  and  sound 
reception  in  every  theatre,  regardless  of 
size  or  location. 
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standardization  of  use  values  in  equip- 
ment and  operating  practice  and  coordina- 
tion of  efficiency  in  all  the  mechanical 
elements  involved  in  the  making  and 
showing  of  moving  pictures  will  surely 
have  a most  salutary  effect  in  the  re- 
vival of  the  movie-going  habit,  an  object 
in  which  many  leaders  of  the  industry  are 
most  vitally  concerned  at  this  time. 

While  heretofore,  theatre  management 
has  not  participated  directly  nor  to  any 
appreciable  extent  in  the  deliberations  of 
the  engineers,  we  see  that  event  as  an 
early  future  possibility.  Both  S.  M.  P.  E. 
and  the  Research  Council  of  its  collabo- 
rating contemporary.  The  Academy  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Arts  and  Sciences,  are  now 
inviting  the  theatre  operating  industry  to 
submit  its  problems  for  clinical  analyses 
and  suggestions  for  correction. 

Entire  Plant  Engineered 

From  the  initial  perspective  layout  of 
the  well-planned  modern  theatre  plant 
right  down  to  the  minutest  detail  of  pre- 
senting the  program  on  the  screen,  the 
services  of  the  engineer  are  being  sought 
and  made  use  of  more  freely  than  ever 
before.  In  projection,  in  sound,  in  light- 
ing, air  conditioning,  architecture,  acous- 
tics, electricity,  sanitation,  the  engineer  is 
doing  more  in  behalf  of  the  boxoffice  than 
many  of  us  realize — because  we,  of  the 
non-technical  bent,  are  too  prone  to  ac- 
cept all  mechanical  progress  as  a special 
grant  of  providence  to  which  we,  as  show- 
men, are  peculiarly  entitled. 

In  paying  our  humble  respects  to  the 
engineering  fraternity  in  toto,  it  is  our 
hope  to  encourage  not  only  a higher  re- 
gard for  their  outstanding  achievements 
but  to  assist  in  effecting  still  closer  co- 
operation in  a common  objective.  It  has 
been  suggested,  and  we  concur  in  the  pro- 
posal most  heartily,  that  more  exhibitors 
and  managers,  more  projectionists  and 
maintenance  men,  more  manufacturers 
and  distributors,  more  architects  and  de- 
signers, should  associate  themselves  with 
the  objectives  of  the  technical  engineering 
groups.  Such  a wide  exchange  of  confi- 
dence in  a collective  research  for  the  com- 
mon welfare  of  the  industry  would  ac- 
complish much  good  for  all  concerned. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  suggest  for  the 
benefit  of  the  engineers  that  they  should 
continue,  as  they  are  now  doing,  to  relax 
their  inherent  professional  reserve  and 
become  even  more  sympathetic  in  their  re- 
gard for  the  practical  problems  of  theatre 
ownership  and  management.  Such  de- 
( Continued  on  page  55) 


An  old  familiar  advertising  shibboleth  will  be  dusted  off,  polished  down 
and  served  up  for  practical  use  in  theatre  patronage  promotion  next  month. 
Ansel  M.  Moore  on  ADVERTISING  AIDS  in  next  (November  9th)  issue.  It 
might  interest  you,  so  don't  miss  it — THE  EDITOR. 
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Present  Governing  Board  and  Official  Personnel  of 


THE  SOCIETY  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  ENGINEERS 


W.  C.  KCNZMANN 
Convention  Vice-Pres. 


K.  O.  STROCK 
Treasurer 


S.  K.  WOL,F 
Past-President 


J.  A.  DCBRAY 
Chairman,  Mid-West 
Section 


The  men  currently  in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  So- 
ciety, the  47th  semi-annual  convention  of  which  will 
be  held  at  the  Hollywood-Roosevelt  Hotel  in  Los  An- 
geles from  October  21st  to  25th,  1940. 


A.  C.  HARDY 
Governor 


H.  G.  TASKER 
Governor 


A.  N.  GOEDSMITH 
Governor 


P.  J.  EARSEN 
Chairman,  Atlantic 
Coast  Section 


E.  A.  WIEEIFORD 
President 


E.  A.  Williford,  President:  In  charge 
of  carbon  sales  for  the  National  Carbon 
Company;  headquarters.  New  York  City. 
Well  known  and  liked  throughout  the  in- 
dustry. A most  capable  and  energetic  of- 
ficial. 

S.  K.  Wolf,  Past-President:  Acoustic 
Consultants,  Inc.,  New  York  City.  Former- 
ly connected  with  Erpi.  Now  in  charge 
of  acoustical  work. 

D.  E.  Hyndman,  Engineering  Vice-Presi- 
dent: New  York  technical  laboratory  con- 
tact executive  for  the  Eastman  Kodak 
Company.  A go-getter,  and  outstanding 
authority  on  film  processing  and  labora- 
tory work. 

Major  N.  Levinson,  Executive  Vice- 
President:  Sound  Director  for  Warner 
Brothers  First  National  Studios,  at  Bur- 
bank, Calif.  Also  active  in  the  Research 
Coimcil  of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Arts  and  Sciences. 

J.  I.  Crabtree,  Editorial  Vice-President: 
A hustler  in  soliciting  material  for  con- 
ventions. In  charge  of  processing  research 
at  Kodak  Research  Laboratories.  Was 
President  of  the  Society,  1930-1932.  Edi- 
torial Vice-President  since. 

A.  S.  Dickinson,  Financial  Vice-Presi- 
dent: Member  of  the  Hayes’  Office  in  New 
York,  in  the  Department  of  Conservation. 
Interested  in  exchange  problems  and  fire 
prevention.  A swell  golfer. 

W.  C.  Kunzmann,  Convention  Vice-Presi- 
( Continued  on  following  page) 


H.  GRIFFIN 
Governor 


M.  C.  BATSEE 
Governor 


N.  EEVINSON 
Executive  Vice-Pres. 


J.  I.  CRABTREE 
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dent:  The  Society’s  Convention  Vice-Presi- 
dent. Joined  the  group  in  1916  and  has 
never  missed  a convention.  Is  in  the  Sales 
Department  of  the  National  Carbon  Com- 
pany. Everybody  knows  him.  Also  plays 
golf. 

J.  Prank,  Jr.,  Secretary : In  charge  of 
New  York  Bureau  of  National  Theatre 


Supply  Company;  formerly  with  RCA 
Manufacturing  Company  at  Camden. 

R.  O.  Strock,  Treasurer:  With  Eastern 
Service  Studios,  Inc.,  Astoria,  L.  I.  Nomi- 
nated for  Chairman  of  Atlantic  Coast  Sec- 
tion of  the  Society  for  1941. 

M.  C.  Batsel,  Governor:  In  charge  of 
RCA  motion  picture  development  at  Cam- 
den. Has  been  a member  of  the  Board 
for  a number  of  years  and  is  active  in  all 
standardization  projects. 

Dr.  Alfred  N.  Goldsmith,  Governor: 
Formerly  Vice-President  in  charge  of  Engi- 
neering for  RCA;  at  present,  consultant  in 
radio,  motion  pictures,  optics  and  other 


lines.  Past-President  SMPE  and  Institute 
of  Radio  Engineers. 

H.  Griffin,  Governor:  Vice-President, 
International  Projector  Corporation,  New 
York  City.  Has  been  a member  of  the 
Board  for  many  years  and  interested  in 
the  Society’s  work  for  a long  time.  Nomi- 
nated for  Executive  Vice-President  for 
1941. 

H.  G.  Tasker,  Governor:  In  Sound  De- 
partment of  Paramount  Studios,  Holly- 
wood. Past  President  SMPE.  Formerly 
with  United  Research  Corporation. 

A.  C.  Hardy,  Governor:  Professor  at 
M.  I.  T.  Well  known  authority  and  con- 
sultant on  Colorometry.  Secretary  of  the 
Optical  Society  of  America.  Has  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  for  several  years. 

J.  A.  Dubray,  Governor:  Chairman,  Mid- 
West  Section  of  the  SMPE.  Associated 
with  Bell  and  Howell  Co.,  Chicago,  for 
many  years.  Active  in  SMPE  Standardiza- 
tion and  Committee  work. 

P.  J.  Larsen,  Governor:  Chairman,  At- 
lantic Coast  Section  of  the  SMPE.  Nomi- 
nated for  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  1941. 
Patent  expert  and  consultant.  At  present 
associated  with  Baird  Television  Corp., 
New  York. 

L.  L.  Ryder,  Governor:  Chairman,  Pa- 
cific Coast  Section  of  the  SMPE.  Director 
of  Recording,  Paramount  Pictures,  Holly- 
wood. 


NOMINEES 


The  Society  will  hold  its  annual  election 
of  officers  to  fill  expiring  terms  at  the 
forthcoming  Fall  Convention.  Following 
is  the  slate: 

For  President — E.  Huse,  West  Coast 
Manager,  Motion  Picture  Film  Depart- 
ment, Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Hollywood 
Calif. 

For  Executive  Vice-President — H.  Grif- 
fin, Vice-President,  International  Projec- 
tor Corp.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

For  Editorial  Vice-President — A.  C. 
Downes,  Research  Laboratories,  National 
Carbon  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

For  Convention  Vice-President — W.  C. 
Kunzmann,  Technical  Engineer,  Carbon 
Products  Division,  National  Carbon  Co., 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

For  Secretary — A.  J.  Larsen,  Patent  Con- 
sultant and  Engineer,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 

For  Treasurer — G.  Friedl,  Jr.,  Director 
of  Sound  Engineering,  International  Pro- 
jector Corp.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

For  Governors  (two  to  he  elected) — M. 
C.  Batsel,  Engineer  in  Charge  of  Photo- 
phone and  Applications  Section,  RCA 
Manufacturing  Co.,  Camden,  N.  J.;  F.  E. 
Carlson,  General  Electric  Company,  Nela 
Park,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  E.  K.  Carver,  Head 
of  Department  of  Manufacturing  Experi- 
ments, Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Rochester,  N. 
Y.;  L.  L.  Ryder,  Director  of  Recording, 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  Hollywood  Calif. 


Why  Monkey 

with  Low  Intensity  Projection 


. . . with  its  dim,  yellow,  muddy  light,  when 
you  can  have  a brilliant  black  and  white  and 
beautiful  colored  picture  at  an  increased  oper- 
ating cost  of  only  2c  an  hour  by  using  the 
new  Strong  Utility  Intermediate  Capacity  High 
Intensity  Lamp. 

An  Independent  Theatre  Supply  Dealer 
will  arrange  a demonstration  in  your  theatre 
without  obligation. 


THE 


STRONG 


ELECTHIC  COUPOHATION 

2501  LAGHANGE  STREET  • TOLEDO,  OHIO 
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Orchids  to  Our  Engineers 
For  Their  Outstanding 
Achievements 

(Continued  from  page  52) 


portment  would  soon  dispel  the  natural 
tendency  of  the  average  exhibitor  to  view 
with  fear  and  trembling  the  technical  ef- 
fusions of  the  engineer,  who  seems  to  have 
cultivated  the  extra-curricular  faculty  of 
confusing  the  lay  mind. 

On  Sustaining  Interest 

During  our  somewhat  checkered  career, 
not  exactly  in  nor  quite  out  of  show  busi- 
ness, but  mostly  on  the  fringe  of  it  as  an 
observer  and  commentator,  we  have  come 
in  contact  with  many  notable  engineers. 
With  but  few  exceptions,  we  have  found 
them  to  be  real  good  fellows  who  can  take 
down  their  hair  when  the  occasion  prompts 
it  and  talk  shop  in  a language  that  all  may 
understand. 

The  time  has  come,  we  believe,  for  all 
product  engineers  to  hold  closer  commun- 
ion with  the  intended  beneficiaries  of  their 
ingenuity,  thus  to  spread  the  gospel  of 
better  screen  presentation  far  beyond  its 
present  use  as  a good  advertising  slogan. 

Since  equipment  consciousness  is  so 
necessary  to  the  future  success  of  theatre 
operations,  we  charge  the  engineers  collec- 
tively as  well  as  individually  with  a full 
share  of  the  responsibility  to  keep  it  alive. 
Whatever  they  can  do  to  effect  further 
improvements  and  economies  in  equip- 
ment, the  while  advancing  the  art  and  at- 
tractiveness of  moving  pictures  in  the  eyes 
of  the  public,  will  continue,  we  believe,  to 
be  accepted  most  gratefully  by  theatre 
owners  by  and  large. 

We  pass  to  them  the  orchids  for  many 
outstanding  product  achievements  too 
numerous  to  mention  here  and  now,  but 
nevertheless,  recognizable  quite  regularly 
in  the  pages  of  this  journal. 


New  Sound  Screen  Is 

Announced  by  Walker 

A new  sound  screen,  developed  by  Wal- 
ker-American  Corporation,  is  formed  of 
strips  of  perforated  fabric  backing  im- 
pregnated with  a thin  coating  of  a plastic 
substance.  The  strips  are  then  welded  to- 
gether under  heat  and  pressure,  leaving  a 
perfectly  flat  even  surface  over  which  is 
molded  a pigment  in  plastic  form.  On 
each  perforation  the  plastic  surface  forms 
a flaring  horn  with  smooth  sides,  and 
since  the  perforations  are  arranged  in 
uniform  chevron  waves,  the  finished  screen 
presents  a smooth  one-piece  contoured 
surface  without  a seam. 

Advantages  claimed  for  the  new  screen 
are  high  reflective  efficiency,  greater  con- 
trast and  more  depth  of  photography  in 
protection  including  both  black-and-white 
and  Technicolor  subjects.  It  is  also  said 
that  because  of  smooth  perforations  sound 
transmission  is  improved  and  greater  life 
service  may  be  expected.  Deterioration,  it  is 
claimed,  will  not  so  easily  affect  the  new 
molded  surface  and  it  will  retain  a high 
reflective  efficiency  much  longer  than  the 
expected  life  of  former  screens.  Distribu- 
tion will  be  made  through  National  Thea- 
tre Supply  Company. 


Advertise  those  marvelous  new  pictures 
coming  out  of  Hollywood  at  the  present 
time  in  a manner  to  which  they  should  be 
accustomed.  Lots  of  light  and  color  at 
the  theatre  front  with  attractive  letters  to 
announce  them  will  help  do  justice  to  the 
finer  product  now  available. 


Electric  hand-driers  keep  the  messiness 
of  used  towels  out  of  the  washroom.  They 
are  appreciated  by  patrons  for  a soothing 
drying  job  also.  Manufacturers  claim  :an 
85  per  cent  saving  over  other  methods. 


The  appeal  of  novelty  in  theatre  fur- 
nishings cannot  be  over-estimated.  New- 
ness and  novel  applications  in  design, 
decoration  or  equipment  will  elicit  much 
favorable  comment. 


LIGHT  DRAWS  CROWDS 

with  Sparkling  G~E  Mazda  lamps! 


VISIBLE  for  miles  both  north  and  south, 
this  brilliant  sign  on  the  Tivoli  Theatre, 
Chicago,  is  vividly  lighted  with  G-E  MAZDA 
Lamps,  to  give  it  powerful  pulling-power 
in  attracting  ticket-buyers  to  the  box  office. 
One  of  the  largest  of  its  type  in  existence, 
this  double  faced  sign  has  an  overall  height 
of  80  feet.  The  letters  in  “TIVOLI”  are 
seven  feet  high,  with  a letter  stroke  width 
of  18".  Each  letter  has  three  rows  of  lamps 
set  on  3"  centers,  making  a total  of  2,010 
sockets  filled  with  10  watt  G-E  MAZDA 
Inside  Frosted  Lamps.  Outlining  each  let- 
ter is  a double  row  of  amber  gold  fluores- 
cent tubing. 

The  script  “Balaban  & Katz”  has  715 
sockets,  in  single  rows,  using  1 5 watt  G-E 
Mazda  Lamps.  An  ingenious  flashing 
action,  worked  out  by  Balaban  & Katz  and 
the  White  Way  Electric  Sign  Co.,  gives  it 
still  more  spectacular  value. 

For  new  lighting  ideas  to  build  bigger 
“box  office”  in  your  theatre,  write  General 
Electric  Co.,  Dept.  166-BO-J,  Nela  Park, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

G-£  MAZDA  LAMPS 

GENERAL  % ELECTRIC 
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N JULY,  1916,  a group  of  26  men,  far- 
seeing  and  prominent  engineers,  who 
were  then  pioneering  the  problems  of 
a growing  industry,  got  together  in  Wash- 
ington and  organized  what  they  called  the 
Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers.  Mr. 
C.  Francis  Jenkins,  engineer  and  inventor, 
residing  in  Washington,  acted  as  tempor- 
ary chairman.  At  this  meeting,  which 
may  be  regarded  as  an  organization  meet- 
ing, a Constitution  and  By-Laws  were 
drawn  up  and  adopted,  in  which  the  aims 
of  the  Society  were  set  forth  as  “the  ad- 
vancement in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
motion  picture  engineering  and  the  allied 
arts  and  sciences,  the  standardization  of 
the  mechanisms  and  practices  employed 
therein,  and  the  maintenance  of  a high 
professional  standing  among  its  members.” 

Immediately  the  new  group  began  to 
hold  meetings  to  which  were  attracted 
quite  a number  of  persons  interested  in 
the  then  relatively  young  art  of  motion 
picture  engineering. 

Mr.  Jenkins,  after  the  completion  of  the 
organization,  was  elected  President  of  the 
Society,  with  Mr.  D.  G.  Bell  of  Chicago, 
and  Mr.  E.  M.  Porter  of  New  York  as 
Vice-Presidents,  and  with  Mr.  E.  K.  Gil- 
lette of  New  York  and  Mr.  Paul  Brockett 
of  Washington  as  Secretary  and  Trea- 
surer. respectively.  Other  notable  persons 
on  the  membership  list  at  that  time  were 
Messrs.  Carl  Akeley,  D.  G.  Bell,  Max  Mayer 
and  Herman  Kellner. 

Veterans  Still  Active 

By  the  time  of  the  first  formal  meeting, 
which  was  held  in  October,  1916,  the  mem- 
bership had  grown  considerably,  number- 
ing about  40  persons.  Of  that  small  group, 
we  still  have  with  us,  as  members  of  the 
Society,  Messrs.  A.  S.  Victor,  F.  H.  Rich- 
ardson, and  W.  C.  Kunzmann.  All  the 
other  members  of  that  time  have  since 
either  died  or  otherwise  dropped  out  of 
our  membership. 

The  technical  activities  of  the  new  So- 
ciety gained  a good  start  at  the  first 
formal  meeting  in  1916  through  the  forma- 
tion of  the  following  committees: 

Committee  on  Cameras  and  Perforations 

Committee  on  Picture  Theatre  Equip- 
ment 

Committee  on  Motion  Picture  Electrical 
Devices 

Committee  on  Optics 

The  dues  in  those  days  were  quite  in- 
teresting. Charter  memberships  in  the 
Society  were  divided  as  follows: 

Pioneer  Member  $250.00 
Honorary  Member  100.00 
Active  Member  25.00 
As.sociate  Member  25.00 

Regular  memberships  in  the  Society 


By  E.  A.  Williford* 


(that  is,  not  Charter  memberships)  were 
established  in  the  following  grades: 

Active  Membership  Entrance  Fee  $25.00 
Annual  Dues  10.00 
Associate  Member-  Entrance  Fee  $25.00 
ship  Annual  Dues  5.00 
Those  responsible  for  the  organization  of 
the  Society  wisely  made  its  aims  and  pur- 
poses rather  broad,  providing  for  the  de- 
velopment of  its  activities  in  many  and 
diverse  fields  of  an  industry  destined  to 
grow  to  enormous  size  and  to  cover  in  its 
activities  a wide  range  of  scientific  and 
artistic  endeavor.  There  is  little  doubt, 
however,  that  the  one  thing  uppermost  in 
the  minds  of  the  men  who  formed  this 
Society,  the  one  thing  they  considered  of 
prime  importance,  and  of  immediate 
necessity  for  the  welfare  of  the  industry, 
was  the  standardization  of  materials, 
mechanisms,  and  practices.  As  a matter 
of  fact,  at  the  first  meeting,  although 
only  one  paper  was  presented,  that  by  H. 
D.  Hubbard  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards, the  subject  of  that  paper  consisted 
entirely  of  a discussion  of  standardization, 
and  the  necessity  of  standardization  in  the 
motion  picture  industry. 

At  the  second  meeting,  at  which  time 
Mr.  Jenkins  was  chosen  President,  the 
President’s  address  was  a plea  for  stand- 
ardization, and  two  or  three  papers  on 
the  program  dealt  directly  with  the  stand- 
ardization of  motion  picture  film  and 
mechanism.  Although  no  formal  “Stand- 
ards Committee”  had  been  formed,  it  was 
from  this  beginning  that  the  present 
standardization  activities  of  the  Society 
have  grown. 

Semi-Annual  Sessions 
From  the  beginning,  regular  meetings 
of  the  Society  were  held  in  the  Spring 
and  Fall  of  each  year.  These  meetings 
were  more  in  the  nature  of  conventions 
at  which  groups  of  papers  were  presented 
and  discussed,  similar  to  those  the  So- 
ciety now  holds  semi-annually.  It  is  in- 
teresting that  the  method  of  conducting 
conventions  has  not  changed  in  all  these 
twenty-four  years;  and  it  is  also  interest- 
ing to  note  that  one  of  our  present  mem- 
bers, our  Convention  Vice-President,  Mr. 
W.  C.  (Bill)  Kunzmann,  was  not  only 
present  at  the  first  formal  meeting  of  the 
Society  but  has  attended  every  Convention 
that  the  Society  has  ever  held. 

The  papers  presented  at  each  meeting 
were  collected  into  groups  and  publi-shed 

•PrpsideTit,  the  Society  of  Motion  Pirtuie 
Engineers. 


in  two  volumes  a year.  These  volumes 
were  known  as  the  “Transactions  of  the 
Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers.” 
Some  of  the  early  issues  were  rather  thin, 
but  each  year,  up  to  and  including  1929, 
showed  a steady  growth.  The  first  “Tran- 
sactions” contained  only  one  paper — the 
address  by  Mr.  Jenkins.  The  second 
‘“Transactions”  contained  three  papers. 
The  “Transactions”  of  1928  embodied  1222 
pages  of  printed  material. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Society  had 
steadily  grown,  although  at  first  rather 
slowly.  In  1928  the  total  membership  was 
320,  with  185  Actives  and  135  Associates. 
It  will  be  noted  that  in  these  days  the 
Active  membership  exceeded  the  Associate. 

In  1929,  sound  came  into  the  picture, 
and,  with  the  addition  of  electrical  en- 
gineers, radio  engineers,  and  other  kinds 
of  engineers  to  the  industry,  the  member- 
ship of  the  Society  took  a big  jump.  In 
1931,  the  membership  had  leaped  to  765, 
almost  equally  divided  between  the  Active 
and  Associate  grades. 

About  this  time  it  became  recognized 
that  great  loss  of  value  and  great  in- 
convenience resulted  from  concentrating 
the  publication  of  papers  presented  at 
meetings  into  two  volumes  of  the  “Tran- 
sactions” a year.  It  had  become  increas- 
ingly important  for  engineers  of  the  in- 
dustry to  receive  their  technical  informa- 
tion promptly  and  regularly.  For  that 
reason,  in  1930,  through  the  insistent  ef- 
forts of  Dr.  Loyd  A.  Jones  and  Mr.  John 
I.  Crabtree,  who  was  then  President,  the 
Society  was  fortunate  in  being  able  to 
enlist  the  financial  assistance  of  various 
companies  of  the  industry  for  the  purpose 
of  expanding  the  technical  scope  of  the 
Society  and  putting  the  “Transactions” 
on  a monthly  basis.  A fairly  large  group 
of  producing  companies  and  equipment 
manufacturers  subsidized  the  Society  to 
the  extent  of  almost  $10,000.  The  name 
“Transactions”  was  discontinued,  and  in 
January,  1930,  the  first  monthly  “Journal” 
was  issued. 

Recognition  Arrives 

Up  to  this  time,  engineers  had  been  re- 
garded by  many  motion  picture  executives 
as  being  very  much  apart  from  the  in- 
dustry: and,  in  fact,  at  a banquet  ten- 
dered to  the  Society,  meeting  in  Holly- 
wood in  1928,  by  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Pictures  Arts  and  Sciences,  one  of  the  out- 
standing executives  of  a producing  com- 
pany admitted  that  prior  to  that  occasion 
he  had  not  even  heard  of  the  Society  of 
Motion  Picture  Engineers.  The  motion 
picture  technician  had  at  last  been  given 
the  spotlight,  and.  since  that  time,  his 
importance  and  value  to  the  motion  picture 
industry  has  been  more  and  more  deeply 
realized.  It  can  not  be  disputed  that  the 
success  of  the  motion  picture  industry,  as 
we  know  it  today,  lies  to  an  enormous  ex- 
tent in  the  hands  of  the  technicians. 

The  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers 
contributed  in  no  small  way  to  the  suc- 
ce.ssful  accomplishment  of  the  transaction 
from  the  silent  picture  to  the  sound  pic- 
ture, and  the  “Transactions”  contained  the 
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first  published  accounts  of  the  first  sys- 
tems of  recording  and  reproducing  sound. 

During  the  first  year  of  the  issuance  of 
the  Journal  (1930)  Dr.  L.  A.  Jones  acted 
as  temporary  Editor.  The  clerical  and 
administrative  work  of  the  Society  up  to 
this  time  (1930)  had  been  attended  to  by 
officers  acting  without  remuneration,  in 
their  homes  or  in  the  offices  of  their 
firms.  The  steady  growth  of  the  Society 
and  its  success  in  coordinating  the  tech- 
nical activities  of  the  industry  can  in  very 
large  measure  be  attributed  to  the  sacri- 
fices made  and  the  inconveniences  en- 
dured by  those  officers  conducting  their 
Society  work  under  what  was  at  best  in- 
adequate facilities. 

Headquarters  Established 
Just  as  prior  to  1930  it  had  long  been 
the  dream  of  the  governors  to  put  the 
“Transactions”  on  a monthly  basis,  so, 
with  the  growth  of  the  industry  and  of  the 
Society,  and  with  the  undue  burdens  placed 
upon  the  men  who  fostered  this  growth, 
the  Board  began  to  give  thought  to  the 
establishment  of  permanent  headquarters 
for  the  Society,  and  the  employment  of  a 
man  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  of- 
ficers of  much  of  these  burdens. 

Accordingly,  permanent  headquarters  of 
the  Society  were  established  at  33  W.  42nd 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  with  Mr.  Sylvan 
Harris  as  Editor  of  the  Journal  and  Of- 
fice Manager,  in  which  capacity  he  has 
been  acting  for  the  past  ten  years.  In 
1934  the  office  was  moved  to  the  Hotel 
Pennsylvania. 

The  scope  of  the  Society’s  technical 
activities  grew  very  rapidly;  the  number 
of  technical  committees  was  increased  to 
embrace  all  phases  of  sound  engineering, 
acoustics,  and  many  of  the  new  arts 
brought  into  the  motion  picture  field. 
Additional  technical  committees  were  es- 
tablished to  cover  phases  of  the  industry 
that  had  heretofore  been  neglected,  such 
as  projection  practice.  The  list  of  com- 
mittees, as  constituted  today,  presents  a 
most  imposing  picture  of  the  breadth  of 
the  Society’s  technical  activities.  The 
technical  committees  at  present  function- 
ing are: 

Color 

Exchange  Practice 

Laboratory  Practice 

Non-Theatrical  Equipment 

Preservation  of  Film 

Progress 

Sound 

Standards 

Studio  Lighting 

Television 

Theatre  Engineering  (including  projec- 
tion practice  and  theatre  design) 

In  addition,  the  Society  holds  represen- 
tation in  the  American  Documentation 
Institute,  the  Sectional  Committee  on  Mo- 
tion Pictures  of  the  American  Standards 
Association,  the  Sectional  Committee  on 
Photography  of  the  American  Standards 
Association,  and  the  Inter-Society  Color 
Council. 

Hit  by  Depression 

Attending  the  economic  fiasco  in  1929, 
the  membership  suffered  a severe  loss, 
dropping  from  a total  of  765  to  560.  Broad 
revisions  of  the  Society’s  membership 
policies  and  alterations  of  the  member- 
ship dues  were  then  made  so  that  it  would 
be  more  easily  possible  for  members  of 


the  industry  to  become  members  of  the 
Society.  A third  grade  of  membership 
was  created,  known  as  Fellow  membership, 
and  the  dues  of  the  other  grades  were  re- 
vised to  the  following  figures: 


Fellow $20.00 

Active  15.00 

Associate  10.00 


Admission  fees  were  eliminated.  With 
these  changes,  and  with  the  gradual  re- 
conciliation of  the  people  to  the  new 
economic  situation,  and  with  the  help  of  a 
vigorous  membership  campaign,  under  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Geib,  the  member- 
ship again  began  to  increase.  Subse- 
quent revision  of  the  dues  to  the  present 
figures  in  force,  given  below,  added  con- 
siderably to  the  growth,  and  despite  un- 
settled world  conditions  during  the  past 
several  years,  there  has  been  a steady  in- 
crease of  membership  since  the  low  point 
of  1933  up  to  the  present.  At  this  time 
the  Society’s  membership  is  the  largest 
it  has  ever  been,  totaling  almost  1,400 
members.  This  membership  includes  all 
sorts  of  persons  engaged  in  the  motion 
picture  industry  and  its  allied  arts  and 
sciences,  and  many  others  who  make 
motion  pictures  their  avocation. 

Diversified  in  Interest 
It  is  interesting  to  note  these  various 
groups  of  persons  who  are  members  of 
the  Society: 

Laboratory  technicians 
Photographic  chemists 
Cinematographers 
Projectionists 
Equipment  manufacturers 
Equipment  designers 
Producers 
Directors 

Theatre  managers 
Sound  recordists 
Illuminating  engineers 
Exhibitors 
Opticians 

Exchange  managers 
Film  editors 
Physicists 

Acoustical  engineers 
Amateur  cinematographers 
There  are  technical  experts  of  all  the 
important  research  laboratories  and  other 
engineering  organizations  throughout  the 
entire  world,  exclusive  of  the  manufactur- 
ing, producing,  and  exhibiting  branch  of 
the  industry,  and  the  roll  of  members  in- 
cludes the  names  of  many  distinguished 
scientists  and  engineers,  in  addition  to  the 
honorary  members  of  the  Society.  There 
is  only  one  honorary  member  of  the  So- 
ciety at  the  present  time,  namely  Mr. 
Thomas  Armat,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  who 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  motion 
picture.  Others  who  have  been  honorary 
members  of  the  Society  but  whose  names, 
at  their  deaths,  have  been  placed  upon  the 
Society’s  Honor  Roll,  are  as  follows: 

Louis  Aime  Augustin  Le  Prince 
William  Friese-Greene 
Thomas  Alva  Edison 
George  Eastman 
Frederic  Eugene  Ives 
Jeane  Acme  Le  Roy 
C.  Francis  Jenkins 
Eugene  Augustin  Lauste 
William  Kennedy  Laurie  Dickson 
Probably  one  of  the  most  important 
activities  of  the  Society  is  its  standardiza- 


tion program.  The  standards  that  have 
been  established  by  the  Society  include 
dimensional  specifications  of  film  and 
perforations  and  sprockets,  the  relation 
between  emulsion  and  sound-track  posi- 
tions in  scanned  areas,  reels,  projection 
lenses,  splices,  screen  sizes,  projection 
room  lay-out,  sensitometry,  photographic 
density,  screen  brightness,  and  motion 
picture  nomenclature.  Many  of  these 
standards  have  passed  from  the  status  of 
motion  picture  industry  standards  to  Amer- 
ican national  standards:  and  some  have 
actually  become  international  in  scope, 
having  been  approved  by  the  International 
Standards  Association  just  prior  to  the 
present  War  in  Europe.  The  Society’s  in- 
terest includes  all  sizes  of  motion  picture 
film  and  equipment,  in  addition  to  the 
customary  35-mm  professional  size. 

As  an  important  technical  contribution 
to  the  industry,  several  years  ago  the 
Society,  through  the  Projection  Practice 
Committee,  designed  and  made  available 
to  the  motion  picture  industry  a sound 
test-film  and  a visual  test-film,  designed 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  operation 
of  equipment  in  the  motion  picture 
theatre.  These  films  have  since  been 
used  very  extensively  throughout  the 
world  and  to  quite  a large  extent  by  vari- 
ous departments  of  the  United  States 
Government.  Many  companies,  and  a 
number  of  governmental  departments, 
have  based  their  purchases  of  projection 
and  sound  reproducing  equipment  upon 
performances  as  checked  by  these  S.M.P.E. 
test-films. 

Conventions  Socialized 

All  the  technical  activities  of  the  Society 
are  presented,  described,  and  discussed  at 
the  conventions  of  the  Society,  which  are 
held  twice  a year.  The  sessions  usually 
last  four  days  and  are  attended  by  hun- 
dreds of  members  and  their  friends  and 
relatives.  At  the  semi-annual  banquet, 
with  a customary  attendance  of  several 
hundred,  each  visitor,  whether  delegate  or 
guest,  carries  away  with  him  the  memory 
of  a great  occasion.  Technical  papers, 
followed  by  discussions  of  the  papers  by 
the  members,  demonstrations  of  newly  de- 
veloped apparatus  and  methods,  open- 
forum  discussions  of  the  problems  of  the 
industry,  and  exhibitions  of  equipment  are 
technical  features  of  the  conventions. 
These  are  supplemented  by  an  interesting 
program  of  social  and  entertainment 
features. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Society  are 
located  in  New  York,  where  members  of 
the  Society  and  their  friends  are  always 
welcome.  It  is  the  seat  of  the  editorial 
activities,  and  the  avenue  through  which 
the  various  functions  of  the  Society  are 
administered.  All  members  are  welcome 
to  visit  the  General  Office  at  any  time, 
and  to  take  advantage  of  such  privileges 
as  it  may  be  able  to  provide  in  the  form 
of  service  to  the  members.  The  office  is 
located  on  the  mezzanine  of  the  Hotel 
Pennsylvania,  Seventh  Avenue  and  34th 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Local  Sections  of  the  Society  have  been 
established  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  members  in  the  three  great  motion 
picture  centers  of  the  United  States  to 
conduct  and  attend  meetings  in  their  own 
districts.  The  three  sections  are  the  At- 
lantic Coast  Section,  which  meets  regularly 

(Continued  on  page  62) 
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Benefits  the  Exhibitor  Derives  from 
the  Deliberations  of  S.M.P.E. 

An  explanatory  appraisal  of  what  is  going  on  behind  the 
scenes  for  the  betterment  of  picture  presentation  and  a more 
constant  flow  of  business  at  the  boxoffice. 


WE  ARE  all  aware  of  many  of  the 
peculiarities  of  the  motion  picture 
industry.  One  of  the  greatest  is 
the  publicity  given  to  the  salaries  and  lives 
of  both  the  artists  and  executives.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  this  publicity  has  a pro- 
found effect  on  the  reputation  of  indus- 
try in  this  country.  But  what  of  the  many 
unsung  heroes  in  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry? The  foremost  in  this  group  are 
the  technicians. 

Most  of  the  leading  technicians  in  all  of 
the  many  fields  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry are  members  of  the  Society  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Engineers — whose  object  is 
the  “advancement  in  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  motion  picture  engineering  and  the 
allied  arts  and  sciences,  the  standardiza- 
tion of  the  equipment,  mechanisms,  and 
practices  employed  therein,  the  mainten- 
ance of  a high  professional  standing 
among  its  members,  and  the  dissemination 
of  scientific  knowledge  by  publication.” 

The  many  fields  involved  in  this  vast 
industry  of  ours  include  production,  labor- 
atory, exhibition,  manufacture  of  film, 
chemicals,  photographic  equipment,  pro- 
jection equipment,  sound  recording  and 
reproducing  equipment,  lighting  equip- 
ment. optical  equipment,  theatre  auditor- 
ium and  stage  equipment,  architecture, 
and  all  phases  of  8mm  and  16mm  non- 
theatrical field.  The  scope  is  extremely 
broad  since  the  apparatus  involved  is 
highly  complicated  and  diversified. 

Probably  the  most  important  function  of 
the  SMPE  is  standardization.  It  may 
never  have  occurred  to  many  exhibitors 
how  it  is  possible,  with  two  or  more  com- 


Have  You  a Problem? 

Conductors  of  the  CINE'  CEINIC  will  be 
^lad  to  answer  questions  relating  to  problems 
of  projection  and  sound  oi^eration  and  prac- 
tices tlirougrh  these  columns.  State  your  prob- 
lem clearly,  detailinir  symptoms  of  trouble. 
.\jiswers  to  questions  of  general  interest  will 
be  published  in  a later  issue,  identified  by  in- 
quirer’s initials  only.  Should  you  desire  pri- 
vate information  or  advice,  enclose  stamp  for 
reply.  Address  The  MODERN  THEATRE. 
Room  3.34,  .332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


petitors  in  nearly  every  phase  of  the  busi- 
ness, to  avoid  a hodge-podge  of  dimen- 
sions and  practices. 

Group  Activity 

The  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers 
functions  principally  through  a group  of 
committees.  Of  these,  the  engineering 
committees  consist  of  a 
Sound  Committee 
Studio  Lighting  Committee 
Color  Committee 
Theatre  Engineering  Committee 

(1)  Projection  Practice  Sub-Commit- 
tee 

(2)  Theatre  Design  Sub-Committee 
Exchange  Practice  Committee 
Laboratory  Practice  Committee 
Non-Theatrical  Equipment  Committee 
Television  Committee 
Standards*Committee 

The  procedure  is  for  new  ideas,  processes 
and  apparatus  submitted  by  individuals  or 
manufacturers  to  be  analyzed  and  dis- 
cussed by  the  committee  most  interested. 
If  such  ideas,  processes  and  apparatus 
have  merit  and  are  practical  and  involve 
the  setting  of  or  modification  to  a stand- 
ard the  matter  is  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ards Committee. 

The  American  Standards  Association  is 
an  organization  setup  for  the  purpose  of 
standardizing  dimensions,  etc.  Sectional 
Committees  in  various  fields  accomplish 
this.  Proposed  standards  approved  by  the 
SMPE  Standards  Committee  and  the  So- 
ciety itself  are  submitted  to  the  Sectional 
Committee  on  Motion  Pictures  of  the  ASA 
and  the  entire  industry  then  has  a chance 
to  vote  on  its  adoption. 

The  Society,  therefore,  is  constantly  en- 
gaged in  studying  these  problems  to  in- 
sure uniformity  and  interchangeability  for 
most  economical  and  efficient  operation. 

The  Prime  Object 

The  prime  function  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  is  to  bring  the  finest  enter- 
tainment to  the  largest  number  of  peo- 
ple. The  ordinary  point  of  view  would 
limit  the  important  factors  to  accomplish 
this  goal  to  the  matter  of  story  and  acting. 
These  are,  of  course,  of  great  importance 
but  not  to  the  exclusion  of  all  else. 

The  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers 
is  concerned  with  improving  most  of  the 
important  other  factors  involved.  The 


idealistic  objective  is  to  bring  to  every 
theatre  patron  a sound  motion  picture  pre- 
sentation so  consistently  realistic  that  the 
patron  has  the  illusion  of  actually  viewing 
and  hearing  the  scene  portrayed  in  its 
proper  environment.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  describe  all  of  the  Society’s  activi- 
ties to  this  end  but  a few  will  illustrate  its 
fimctions  and  emphasize  its  value  to  the 
theatre  owner  as  well  as  the  producers 
and  distributors. 

An  outstanding  example  is  the  stand- 
ardization of  the  sound  track  on  the  film. 
In  1927  and  1928  when  sound  was  added  to 
the  motion  picture  there  were  two  leading 
manufacturers  of  sound  recording  and  re- 
producing equipment  which  were  made 
available  to  the  industry  on  a lease  basis 
only.  If  each  company  had  adopted  dif- 
ferent standards  considerable  confusion 
would  have  resulted  as  Western  Electric 
recordings  could  have  been  reproduced 
only  on  their  own  reproducers  and  RCA 
recordings  on  RCA  reproducers.  However, 
interchangeable  standards  were  agreed 
upon  resulting  in  no  confusion  at  all.  This 
might  be  even  further  emphasized  by 
pointing  out  that  Western  Electric  em- 
ployed a variable  density  type  of  recording 
and  RCA  the  variable  area  type  of  record- 
ing, but  either  could  be  reproduced  on  any 
theatre  equipment. 

The  committee  whose  activities  prob- 
ably most  directly  affect  the  theatre  ex- 
hibitor is  the  Theatre  Engineering  Com- 
mittee. This  committee  has  two  active 
sub-committees.  One  is  concerned  with 
projection  apparatus  and  the  other  with 
theatre  design.  Both  of  these  committees 
meet  monthly  and  their  activities  are  of 
great  interest  to  everyone  in  the  industry. 
In  order  that  no  impression  may  be  given 
that  this  committee  is  a small  select  or 
narrow-minded  group,  it  should  be  noted 
that  it  is  representative  of  a very  broad 
portion  of  the  industry,  comprising  a 
strong  representative  group  of  the  leaders 
in  all  branches  of  the  moving  picture  in- 
dustry. 

Structural  Influence 

The  Projection  Practice  Sub -Committee 
has,  for  several  years,  had  as  one  of  its 
most  important  functions  the  preparation 
and  revision  of  the  design  of  an  ideal  pro- 
jection room.  The  objectives  in  this  work 
are:  A projection  room  for  most  efficient 
operation  of  the  apparatus,  minimum  fire 
hazard,  and  to  provide  reasonably  good 
working  conditions  for  the  projectionist. 
It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  committee 
to  require  modifications  to  all  existing 
theatres  but  to  provide  a goal  for  new  and 
remodeled  theatres. 

This  report  specifies,  in  considerable 
detail,  the  desired  construction  of  the 
room  with  regard  to  the  floor,  walls,  doors 
and  windows,  and,  as  to  the  projection  and 
observation  ports.  A general  formula  is 
provided  to  determine  the  proper  location 
of  the  ports  but  specific  information  de- 
pends on  the  type  of  equipment  to  be  in- 
stalled. The  design  and  location  of  the 
rewind  room,  power  equipment  room  and 
the  lavatory  is  provided.  Particular  type 
of  exits  are  specified  and  general  informa- 
tion regarding  the  electrical  conduits  and 
circuits  is  included.  The  report  goes  into 
quite  some  detail  regarding  the  ventilating 
equipment  because  there  are  a consider- 
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able  number  of  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
what  is  required.  There  is  also  a consider- 
able portion  of  the  report  devoted  to  the 
details  of  the  booth  shutter  equipment. 
Both  of  these  latter  problems  are  of  ex- 
treme importance  in  connection  with  fire 
hazard. 

The  fourth  revision  of  this  Projection 
Room  Planning  Report  is  now  under 
preparation.  These  reports  have,  during 
the  past  eight  years,  proved  of  unlimited 
value  to  designers  and  builders  of  theatres 
and  also  to  manufacturers  and  distributors 
of  equipment. 

Anyone  familiar  with  the  general  sub- 
ject can  definitely  affirm  that  a tremen- 
dous amount  of  progress  has  been  made 
towards  a standardization  of  projection 
room  design  and  greatly  improved  working 
efficiency  and  conditions  as  a result  of  this 
report. 

Insurance  Rates 

The  National  Fire  Protective  Association 
is  engaged  in  setting  up  and  getting  ap- 
proved regulations  for  the  reduction  to  a 
minimum  of  fire  hazards  in  order  to 


minimize  losses  to  insurance  companies. 
This  group  recently  requested  the  Society 
to  make  recommendations  for  changes  to 
the  regulations  for  the  handling  of  nitro- 
cellulose film.  The  Projection  Practice 
Sub-Committee  acted  on  this  request  and 
it  is  a compliment  to  them  that  their 
recommendations  have  been  accepted  and 
put  into  effect  in  almost  their  entirety. 

These  recommendations  are  closely  re- 
lated to  the  requirements  incorporated  in 
the  Projection  Room  Planning  Report  and 
have  been  incorporated  into  that  portion 
of  the  National  Electric  Code  which  re- 
fers to  the  handling  of  nitrocellulose  film. 
This  code  is  prepared  for  the  use  of  in- 
spectors in  the  various  cities  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  hopes  that  they  will  insist  upon 
adherence  to  it  in  the  design  of  new  and 
the  remodeling  of  projection  rooms  in 
order  to  insure  a minimum  loss  on  the 
part  of  the  insurance  companies. 

Such  great  progress  has  been  made  as 
a result  of  the  Society’s  cooperation  that 
specific  instances  of  reduced  insurance 
rates  have  occurred.  Further  progress  is 
being  made  in  this  direction  which  is  of 
substantial  benefit  to  the  exhibitor  since 
he  is  the  one  who  pays  for  the  insurance. 
Furthermore,  fires  in  projection  rooms 
usually  involve  additional  financial  risks 
and  exhibitors  will  certainly  be  glad  to 
have  these  reduced. 

Power  Cost  Reduction 

Another  group  of  the  Projection  Practice 
Sub-Committee  is  at  the  present  time  en- 
gaged in  making  a survey  on  power  condi- 
tions throughout  the  country.  A survey 
form  has  been  prepared  calling  for  de- 
tailed information  regarding  most  of  the 
electrical  equipment  in  the  theatre  and 
also  power  rates.  The  desire  is  to  recom- 
mend standardization  of  equipment  and  at 
least  disseminate  information  regarding 
the  cost  of  electrical  power  so  that  ex- 
hibitors can,  where  possible,  take  some  sort 
of  action  to  reduce  their  costs. 

Still  another  group  of  the  Projection 
(Continued  on  following  page) 


Ask  for  new  folder  at  your  nearest 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  (U.S.A.) 
office,  or  General  Theatre  Supply 
Co.,  Ltd.  (Canadian)  office,  or 
write  us. 


Put  a Bright  NEW  Face 
On  Your  Screen  by 
Installing  the 
LV  TRANSVERTER 
Along  with  the  new 
Simplex  Arc. 

You'll  also  obtain  projection  re- 
liability . . . constancy  of  current 
. . overload  capacity  . . . free- 
dom from  unexpected  breakdown 
- . . sustained  high  efficiency — 
without  periodic  replacement  of 
vital  parts. 


THE  HERTNER  ELECTRIC  CO. 


12695  ELMWOOD  AVE.NUE. 
CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  U.S.A. 


Exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the  Transverter 


You  Get 

KNOWN 

VALUE 


in 


SCREENS 

When  dealers  recommend  DA-LITE 
screens  for  your  theatre,  they  do  not 
ask  you  to  buy  them  on  unsupported 
claims  regarding  light  reflective  quali- 
ties, sound  reproduction  or  long  life. 
They  don't  have  to  resort  to  hoax.  They 
can  point  to  actual  installations  and 
refer  you  to  hundreds  of  satisfied  users. 
These  owners  will  tell  you  that  DA- 
LITE  screens  give  better  results  and 
are  the  most  economical  per  year  of 
service. 

DA-LITE  dealers  will  not  tell  you  that 
DA-LITE  screens  will  never  discolor  or 
become  soiled  with  age.  There  is  no 
screen  that  good.  DA-LITE,  making 
screens  for  31  years,  has  perfected  fab- 
rics, surfaces  and  methods  of  manufac- 
ture that  minimize  discoloration  and 
assure  perfect  sound  and  maximum 
screen  life. 

DA-LITE  has  led  with  important  im- 
provements in  screens  ever  since  the 
beginning  of  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try. Like  the  successful  automobile 
manufacturers  who  have  survived  be- 
cause of  continual  improvement  of 
product,  DA-LITE  has  maintained  its 
position  of  leadership,  down  through 
the  years,  because  it  has  unceasingly 
offered  outstanding  values. 

The  DA-LITE  line  today  includes  the 
popular  Da-Tone  "Z"  screen  with  a re- 
flection factor  of  85% — the  seamless 
white  and  silver  screens — and  the  fa- 
mous glass  beaded  surface  which  pro- 
vides maximum  light  reflection  to  wider 
angles  than  ordinary  beaded  screens. 
This  line  offers  an  unlimited  choice  of 
surfaces  and  sizes  to  meet  the  particu- 
lar requirements  of  any  type  of  house 
or  projection  equipment. 

Ask  your  supplier  for  DA-LITE  screens, 
the  KNOWN  value  upon  which  you  can 
depend.  Write  for  literature. 

DA-LITE  SCREEN  CO.,  Inc. 

Dept.  10-MT,  2723  No.  Crawford  Avenue, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 
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Practice  Sub-Committee  is  conducting  a 
study  with  regard  to  screen  brightness. 
Everyone  recognizes  that  the  strength  of  a 
chain  is  determined  by  the  strength  of  the 
weakest  link.  There  are  a number  of  links 
in  the  optical  system  of  a motion  picture 
projection  setup  including  the  light  source, 
the  projector  mechanism  shutters,  the 
projection  lens  and  the  screen.  The  latter 


is  probably  subject  to  variation  to  a much 
greater  degree  than  any  of  the  others  and 
up  to  the  present  time  no  simple  tools,  in 
the  form  of  meters,  have  been  designed  to 
permit  even  an  engineer,  let  alone  the  ex- 
hibitor or  projectionist  to  determine  the 
static  efficiency  of  the  screen.  This  group 
is  trying  to  decide  not  only  how  much  light 
is  required  for  suitable  projection  purposes 
within  reason  and  how  the  light  should  be 
distributed  over  the  screen  but  also  to 
provide  a simple  means  of  determining  the 
efficiency  of  the  screen  in  various  portions 
of  the  auditorium  at  any  particular  time. 

The  Theatre  Design  Sub-Committee  is 
now  engaged  in  a study  to  prepare  specifi- 
cations for  the  design  of  several  ideal  mo- 
tion picture  theatres  which  architects  can 


use  as  a basis  for  their  theatre  work.  It  is 
apparent  that  there  are  a great  many  fac- 
tors in  theatre  design  that  are  based  on 
habit  rather  than  scientific  reasoning.  This 
applies  to  the  size  and  location  of  the 
screen,  floor  slope,  design  of  chairs,  light- 
ing of  the  auditorium,  acoustic  treat- 
ment, number  and  location  of  exit  doors, 
etc.,  which  are  among  the  problems  to  be 
studied.  Most  architects,  except  for  the 
few  specialists,  are  not  too  familiar  with 
theatre  design.  Such  a report  will,  there- 
fore, be  of  infinite  value  to  them  and  a 
large  factor  in  the  rapid  improvement  of 
theatres  throughout  the  country. 

An  Extensive  Survey 

The  first  step  in  this  study  was  taken 
two  years  ago  when  a broad  survey  of  600 
typical  theatres  throughout  the  country 
was  made  to  determine  the  existing  con- 
ditions imder  which  motion  pictures  are 
presented.  A group  of  men  from  a num- 
ber of  equipment  manufacturers,  service 
and  supply  companies,  cooperated  in  get- 
ting the  information.  An  analysis  of  the 
results  was  issued  as  a report  which 
specifies  present  characteristics  of  thea- 
tres with  regard  to: 

(1)  Ratio  of  maximum  viewing  distance 
to  screen  width. 

(2)  Ratio  of  seating  length  and  seating 
width. 

(3)  Ratio  of  rear  seating  width  to  screen 
width. 

(4)  Screen  width. 

(5)  Distance  from  floor  to  bottom  of 
screen. 

(6)  Projection  angle. 

(7)  Arc  lamp  amperage  per  square  foot 
of  screen. 

WhUe  the  data  gathered  does  not  deter- 
mine, without  further  study,  ideal  propor- 
tions and  dimensions,  it  does,  however, 
indicate  conditions  that  may  be  regarded 
as  at  least  tolerable.  The  information  was 
not  to  be  interpreted  as  representing  any 
attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  to 
fix  maximum  and  minimum  conditions. 
Further  analysis  is  required.  It  would 
provide,  however,  a beginning  to  a study 
of  great  value  not  only  to  the  Committee 
but  temporarily  at  least  to  theatre  archi- 
tects and  exhibitors  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 

The  Laboratory  Practice  Committee  is 
in  the  midst  of  designing  the  ideal  film 
processing  laboratory.  Another  program 


yes  Sir,  Ole  Ulan  Low  Is  Dead! 


I know  nothing 


about  projection 


lamps  — but 


I do  recognize 


good  projection! 


That's  the  case  of  many  of  your  patrons.  To  secure  desired 
screen  brilliancy  with  today's  dense  black  and  white  pictures 
and  proper  projection  of  colored  films,  a snow  white  light  is 
required  . . . twice  as  much  light  as  is  possible  to  project  by 
any  low  intensity  lamp. 

The  New  19000  Series 


Intermediate  Capacity 
Direct  Current  Projection  Arc  Lamp 

delivers  this  light  at  a cost  of  only  2c  an  hour  more  than  the 
low  intensity.  It  has  been  designed  for  theatres  of  up  to  800 
seats  and  using  screens  as  large  as  18  feet  in  width. 

There  are  more  Simplex  High  Lamps  installed  in  smaller 
theatres  than  any  other  make. 

Distributed  by — 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

— There's  a Branch  Near  You 
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in  which  it  is  engaged  is — ways  and  means 
to  improve  and  standardize  the  quality  of 
release  prints  to  theatres. 

Unrelaxing  Research 

The  Sound  Committee  is  working  toward 
the  end  of  standardizing  sound  on  film 
recording  and  reproducing  so  that  the 
product  of  all  studios  sounds  the  same  in 
all  theatres. 

The  Exchange  Practice  Committee  is 
trying  to  find  a way  to  persuade  exchanges 
to  use  heavier  reels  to  more  adequately 
protect  the  film  and  also  to  inspect  and 
clean  prints. 

One  very  interesting  practice  which  is 
highly  beneficial  to  the  entire  industry  is 
the  exchange  of  information  regarding 
new  apparatus.  The  presentation  of  tech- 
nical and  new  apparatus  papers  before 
semi-annual  conventions  and  published  in 
the  Journal  of  the  Society  is  of  great  im- 
portance in  deriving  industry  acceptance, 
publicity,  and  patent  recognition.  Con- 
sequently, most  of  the  inventors  and 
manufacturers  hasten  to  present  these 
papers  before  the  meeting  of  the  Society 
as  soon  as  their  patent  problems  are  in 
order.  This  results  in  a desirable  exchange 
of  information;  intelligent,  constructive 
discussion;  education  of  technicians;  and 
considerable  publicity.  All  members  of  the 
Society  are  able  to  keep  up-to-date  on  de- 
velopments and  the  various  committees  are 
in  a position  to  consider  the  merits  of 
each  new  idea  or  apparatus. 

It  is  thus  evident  that  an  organization 
such  as  the  Society  of  Motion  Picture 
Engineers  is  of  tremendous  benefit  to 
everyone  in  the  industry  and  especially  to 
theatre  owners,  who  for  the  most  part,  do 
not  emplpy  technicians  to  advise  them  in 
purchasing  equipment  and  so  have  to  rely 
largely  on  the  prestige  of  the  manufacturer 
and  distributor  and  industry  acceptance. 
Consequently,  the  activities  of  the  Society 
toward  standardization  as  described  above 
best  protect  the  purchaser’s  interests  and 
keep  the  wheels  of  progress  moving. 


New  Film  Marker  to 

Eliminate  Mutilation 

Clint  Phare,  an  old-timer  of  I.  A.  Local 
160,  Cleveland,  has  developed  a device 
which  he  claims  will  eliminate  the  neces- 
sity for  defacing  film  with  unsightly 
scratches,  punch  holes  and  pencil  blotches. 
The  new  instrument,  called  the  “Signo- 
Marker,”  is  constructed  of  a cast  alumi- 
num template  and  a hardened  tool  scriber. 
The  template  can  be  held  in  the  hand  or 
screwed  to  the  rewind  table.  Because  of 
its  low  price,  the  device  should  find  ready 
acceptance  by  projectionists  and  owners 
alike. 

In  explaining  the  motivation  for  his  new 
film  marker,  Mr.  Phare  points  out  the 
fact  that  the  introduction  of  the  Standard 
Release  Print,  which  was  hailed  by  the 
craft  with  much  enthusiasm,  has  not 
eliminated  that  bane  of  the  industry — 
mutilated  film.  He  argues  that  were  the 
aforesaid  prints  the  answer  to  this  prob- 
lem, projectionists  would  not  find  it  neces- 
sary or  desirable  to  deface  film.  His  new 
device,  which  places  a clear,  small  circle 
on  one  to  four  frames  in  the  standard  dot 
position,  he  believes  is  the  solution. 


FREEDOM  OF  ACTION 

ENGINEERED  FLEXIBILITY 

RESERVE  POWER 

FOREST 

Power  Conversion  Equipment  That  Has  No  Equal 

FOREST  RECTIFIERS  give  the  projectionist  ‘Freedom  of  Action.'  He  can  meet 
any  emergency  due  to  poor  light  on  the  screen  because  of  Forest  ‘Engineered 
Flexibility.'  Should  more  amperage  be  necessary  to  improve  projection. 
Forest  Equipment  has  ‘Reserve  Power.'  There  is  no  equal  for  Forest  Power 
Conversion  Equipment. 

FOREST  Super  MAGNESIUM-COPPER  SULPHIDE  RECTIFIERS 


with  the  newly  developed  FOREST  transformer,  give  definite  assurance  of  protection  from 
line  voltage  fluctuations.  The  Super  MCS  has — reliable  3 phase  fan  . . . magnetic  switches 
. . . visual  3 phase  line  indicator  . . . automatic  voltage  regulator  . . . housed  in  a new 
sturdily  built  modernistic  case — all  distinct  Forest  features.  Approved  by  Underwriters 
Laboratories.  Only  FOREST  offers  the  TWIN-TYPE  rectifier. 

FOREST  LD-60  BULB  TYPE  RECTIFIERS  meet  the  demand  for  a reliable,  efficient,  low 
cost  power  conversion  device  to  supply  projection  arcs.  Important  new  circuits  have 
been  developed  and  FOREST  rectifiers  conform  in  every  way  to  the  standards  required 
for  modern  projection.  Forest  LD-60  rectifiers  have  an  output  from  30  to  60  amperes  for 
Simplified  High  Intensity,  Suprex,  the  new  Intermediate  High  Intensity  and  Low  Intensity 
operation. 

FOREST  “Universal  Trim”  PROJECTION  ARC  LAMP 
. . . does  what  all  other  lamps  claim  to  do  — COMBINED 

It  will  accommodate  any  carbon  trim;  from  5 to  9 mm.  negative  and  6 to  13 
mm.  positive.  This  D.C.  lamp  can  be  operated  from  30  to  65  amperes. 
Suprex-Simplified  High  Intensity.  Intermediate  High  Intensity  (One  Kilowatt 
Arc)  or  Low  Intensity  projection  is  possible  with  one  lamp.  FOREST  "UNI- 
VERSAL TRIM"  LAMP  gives:  an  intense  white  light  at  lower  operating  cost, 
reserve  power,  engineered  flexibility  and  does  not  limit  projectionists  to  a 
fixed  amperage.  Thus,  FOREST  ‘UNIVERSAL  TRIM'  LAMPS  are  the  best 
lamp  ‘buy'. 

FOREST  SOUND  SCREENS  round-out  a balanced  'ARC  LIGHT'  combination.  There  is  a 
complete  FOREST  Screen  Line.  Forest  Screens  stay  white  over  a longer  period  of  time, 
thus  eliminating  the  necessity  of  increasing  amperage  at  the  arc  for  better  light.  They 
lower  operating  costsl 

A COMPLETE  and  PROVED  “ARC-LIGHT”  COMBINATION! 

Send  for  literature  and  know  Forest  Products! 


FOREST  MANUFACTURING  CORPORATION 


200  MT.  PLEASANT  AVE. 


NEWARK,  NEW  JERSEY 
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ADLER  Exclusive 


Twenty-four  Years  of  Ser- 
vice in  the  Cause  of 


MULTIPLE-SIZE 

''THIRD  DIMENSION"  LETTERS 

USED  ON  ADLER  MULTI-DECKER  FRAMES 
WITH  “Remova-Panel"  UNITS  OR  STATIONARY  GLASS 


Showing  lO"  and  IG"  ADLER  "THIRD  DIMENSION"  LETTERS  held  in  ADLER  Locked- 
in-Line  GLASS-IN-FRAME  UNITS,  used  interchangeably  in  sign  openings,  at  Publix- 
Richards — Nace  Rialto  Theatre,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

^ arious  Adler  Patents  Listed  by  Underwriters’  I,aboratories,  Ine. 

ADLER  SILHOUETTE  LETTER  CO. 

General  Offices:  2909a  Indiana  Ave.,  Chicago  • 33a  West  GOth  St.,  New  York 
CHICAGO  • NEW  YORK  • TORONTO.  CAN.  • LONDON.  ENG. 


Better  Projection 

(Continued  from  page  56) 


at  New  York  or  nearby:  the  Mid-West 
Section,  which  operates  for  the  benefit  of 
members  residing  in  and  about  Chicago; 
and  the  Pacific  Coast  Section,  which  meets 
in  Hollywood. 

Membership  in  the  Society  is  open  to 
anyone  interested  in  the  motion  picture 
art.  The  two  grades  of  membership  make 
it  possible  for  anyone  to  participate  iii  the 
Society,  whether  a novice  at  the  art,  or 
an  eminent  authority  in  any  of  the  many 
fields  of  endeavor  in  the  motion  picture 
industry,  whether  interested  in  motion 
pictures  as  an  avocation,  or  because  of 
business  or  professional  connections  with 
the  industry.  The  fees  are  low,  having 
been  reduced  to  the  lowest  level  at  which 
it  is  still  possible  for  the  Society  to  serve 
the  industry  effectively. 

Requirements  and  Fees 

Yea  rs 

Min.  of  M.P.  Number  of  Annual 

Grade  Ag-e  Work  References  Dues 

Active  25  3 3 Fellows*  or  Actives  $15.00 

Associate  18  1 Fellow  or  Active  7.50 

The  Society’s  office  will  gladly  furnish, 
upon  request,  further  information  cover- 
ing membership  in  the  Society,  and  will 
be  glad  to  extend  its  facilities  to  anyone 
in  the  motion  picture  industry,  whether  a 
member  or  not,  in  search  of  technical  or 
other  relevant  information. 


I GIVE  YOUR  PATRONS 
■ BETTER  SOUND 


I I ^ Ask  Your 

■ I m Supply  Dealer  For 


ViSiTROfi 


f PHOTOELECTRIC  CELLS 

For  All  Standard  Makes  of  Equipment 
Preferred  for  Sound-on-Film  Since  1925 

G-M  LABORATORIES.  INC.,  CHICAGO 


STOP! 

MUTILATING  FILM  WITH 
SCRATCHES  . . . CRAYON 
BLOTCHES  . . PUNCH  HOLES 

SIGNO-MARKER 

places  change-over  signal  marks  and  out- 
lines hard-to-see  marks  easily,  neatly  and 
accurately  on  one  to  four  frames  in  Stan- 
dard dot  position. 

Compact  . . . Accurate  . . . Attractive — 
SIGNO-MARKER  is  just  the  thing  for 
trailers,  non-standard  jirints,  hard-to-see 
standaid  marks  and  where  marks  have  beeiT 
cut  out. 

If  your  dealer  can’t  supply  you.  order  di- 
rect on  10  Day  Trial  Money-Back  Guaran- 
tee. Only  .$:j.r>0  postpaid. 

WKITE  FOU  CIKClJDAK 

CLINT  PHARE  PRODUCTS 

2K2  F.  >14  St.  FICFII).  OHIO 


Light  WHERE  YOU  WANT  IT! 

BEST  MODEL  ‘‘0” 
PEE  WEE  SPOTLIGHT 


. . . for  short  range,  brilliant  white  or 
colored  lighting  effects.  Aluminum 

castings  and  compact  design  (Hood 

4%  in.  X 5 in.  X 2%  in.)  afford  lightest 

weight.  Easily  focused  from  12  in.  spot 
to  36  in.  spread  at  3 ft.  Greater  spread 
possible.  Adequate  ventilation.  Durable 
black  and  silver  wrinkle  finish.  Com- 
plete with  asbestos  cord,  plug,  mirrors. 

lens,  universal  mount- 
ing bracket,  gelatin 
holder,  3 sheets  col- 
ored gelatin,  less 
bulb,  $4.75;  75-watt 
bulb,  $1.25;  100-watt. 
85c.  400-watt  Best 
Spotlights,  less  bulb, 

BEST  DEVICES  CO. 

10516  Western  Ave. 
Cleveland,  Ohio 


♦The  grade  of  “Fellow”  is  awarded  by  the  So- 
ciety to  such  of  its  active  members  as  are  con- 
sidered outstanding. 


The  Use  Values  of  an 

All-Purpose  Vacuum 

Every  part  of  any  theatre  can  now  be 
cleaneci  readily  and  thoroughly  by  a heavy 
duty  all-purpose  suction  cleaner.  All 
types  of  floors  and  floor  coverings,  drap- 
eries, hangings  and  curtains,  back-stage, 
the  screen,  walls  and  decorations — there 
is  no  place  nor  thing  about  the  theatre 
that  cannot  be  reached  and  cleaned  with 
the  modern  equipment  now  available  for 
specialized  theatre  cleaning. 
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RCA  ADDS  LINES  FOR  INDEPENDENT  DEALERS 


The  Photophone  Division  of  RCA 
Manufacturing  Company  has  an- 
nounced plans  to  market  a complete 
line  of  sound  motion  picture  screens 
through  independent  theatre  supply  deal- 
ers throughout  the  United  States.  At  the 
same  time,  Edward  C.  Cahill,  RCA  Photo- 
phone manager,  announced  the  develop- 
ment and  introduction  of  a new  type  of 
picture  screen,  which  it  is  claimed  pro- 
vides greater  and  longer-lasting  reflective 
properties,  and  better  sound  transmission 
at  lower  cost. 

Some  months  ago,  RCA  Photophone 
worked  out  an  agreement  with  Brenkert 
Light  Projection  Company  whereby  the 
new  Brenkert  projectors,  lamps  and  RCA 
sound  reproducing  equipment  were  made 
available  to  a group  of  independent  supply 
dealers.  Recently,  Mr.  Cahill  disclosed, 
RCA  has  also  arranged  to  make  Century 
projectors  available  to  these  dealers. 

All  of  these  moves,  Mr.  Cahill  said,  are 


Novel  Pay-as-You-Use 

Plan  for  Sign  Letters 

To  encourage  greater  use  of  large  size 
silhouette  sign  letters  and  the  new  prac- 
tice of  putting  “punch”  into  attraction 
board  copy  thereby,  a new  plan  is  being 
put  in  operation  by  Wagner  Sign  Service, 
Inc.  On  the  new  basis,  it  is  said  that  any 
theatre  can  be  furnished  with  all  neces- 
sary letters  for  typographical  copy  in  a 
manner  that  permits  the  larger  letters  to 
pay  for  themselves  as  they  are  used. 

The  plan  is  as  follows:  After  a reason- 
able small  font  of  the  base  size  letters  has 
been  purchased,  arrangements  can  be 
made  with  the  company  to  provide  all  the 
larger  letters  that  might  be  required  and 
which  will  remain  the  property  of  the 
theatre.  The  theatre  will  be  placed  on  a 
budget  plan  of  payment  varying  from 
$5.00  to  $20.00  per  week,  depending  upon 
the  size  of  the  marquee  and  probable  let- 
ter requirements.  When  the  payments 
equal  the  price  of  the  letters,  all  letters 
become  the  theatre’s  property,  thus  elimi- 
nating the  necessity  for  investment  in  an 
adequate  supply  of  large-size  letters  for 
good  advertising  practice. 


Ozone  Generator  Helps 
Clear  the  Atmosphere 

The  clean  and  invigorating  effect  of  the 
atmosphere  after  an  electric  storm  is  the 
result  of  heavy  discharges  of  ozone  into 
the  air.  Such  results  and  a feeling  of 
freshness  are  duplicated  by  the  use  of 
ozone  generators  in  any  room  or  rooms 
where  odors  exist. 

Ozone  generators  are  finding  special 
use  where  excessive  smoking  is  indulged 
in,  or  odors  due  to  human  occupancy,  such 
as  perspiration,  are  noticeable.  The  de- 
vice also  will  be  found  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
any  air  conditioning  job,  since  it  makes 
possible  the  recirculation  of  a greater  per- 
centage of  inside  air  without  danger  of 
the  air  becoming  stale. 


designed  to  round  out  the  equipment  lines 
being  handled  by  those  independent  thea- 
tre supply  dealers  who  are  cooperating 
with  RCA  in  the  sale  of  sound  equipment. 

The  new  screen  is  composed  of  a new 
kind  of  surface  material,  which  is  said  to 
be  less  susceptible  to  chemical  changes 
that  usually  cause  yellowing  or  other  types 
of  discoloration.  This  new  process  makes 
possible  the  maintenance  of  higher  light 
reflective  properties  over  longer  periods 


of  time.  Projection  light  cost  is  also  said 
to  be  reduced,  because  the  new  screen’s 
better  reflective  properties  make  it  un- 
necessary to  increase  arc  current  to  offset 
light  loss  from  premature  discoloration. 
Sound  transmission  too,  is  said  to  be 
better,  because  the  cleaner-cut  perforations 
and  a smoother  surface  accumulate  less 
dust,  according  to  Mr.  Cahill. 


Better  Projection  pays  big  dividends  in 
word-of-mouth  advertising  also.  If  the 
customers  compare  a theatre’s  picture 
presentation  favorably  with  others  where 
they  are  not  so  well  pleased,  be  sure  that 
they  will  talk  about  the  fact  to  their 
friends  and  neighbors. 


Here  are  a few  of  the  features  and  advantages  incorporated  in  the  Brenkert  “80"  that 
give  BEST  projection  continuously! 

BRENKERT  DOUBLE  REAR  SHUTTER-Allows  20%  more  light  to  pass  to  the  screen- 
increases  picture  definition — reduces  shutter  flicker  to  minimum.  • BRENKERT  ROTARY 
LUBRICATOR — All  moving  parts  automatically,  continuously  lubricated — prevents  bind  up — 
maintains  close  accuracy  — eliminates  hand  oiling.  • BRENKERT  CORRECTLY  ENGI- 
NEERED GEAR  TRAIN— Prevents  picture  streaking— no  loose  fits— no  rapid  wear.  • BRENKERT 
OIL  RETAINER — Operates  on  centrifugal  force  principle — keeps  oil  from  lens  or  film — ehm- 
inates  oiling  parts  of  the  film  side  regardless  of  age  of  projector.  • BRENKERT  DUST-PROOF 
LENS  MOUNT — Completely  enclosed — prevents  dust  settling  on  lens — lens  can  be  removed  and 
accurately  replaced  to  former  position — precision  construction  permits  accurate  focussing. 
BRENKERT  MAIN  FRAME — Rugged  non -warp  vibrationless  one  piece  casting — supports 
all  units  of  projector  head.  • BRENKERT  DUST-PROOF  MECHANISM  COVER -Prevents 
dust  from  settling  on  any  moving  part  of  the  Mechanism.  • BRENKERT  INTERMITTENT — 
Made  with  super  accuracy — accuracy  maintained  by  generous  bearing  surfaces  and  force  feed 
automatic  lubrication  entire  length  of  all  bearings  and  on  star  and  cam.  • BRENKERT  FILM 
TRAP — High  precision  manufacture — will  not  warp  under  continuous  heat  of  arclamps — aperture 
easily  removed  for  cleaning  while  projector  is  running — adjustable  film  tension.  • BRENKERT 
MECHANICAL  FUSE — An  amazing  safety  device — guards  Mechanism  in  case  of  film  breakage 
— holds  interruption  of  shows  at  minimum — prevents  costly  damage.  • BRENKERT  HEAVY 
DUTY  FLOOR  BASE — Incorporates  new  features  of  design  and  construction — main  frame  is 
one  piece  casting — maintains  rigidity  with  largest  present  day  sound  heads  in  conjunction  with 
Brenkert  ”80''  projector. 

Proof  that  the  Brenkert  ''80''  motion  picture  projectors  are  best  in  the  projection  room  as  well  as 
for  the  box  office  is  their  superb  and  economical  performance  in  theatres  throughout  the  nation 
for  the  past  sixteen  months.  This  unusual  success  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Brenkert  ”80''  was 
engineered  and  is  manufactured  by  men  who  have  specialized  in  the  building  of  theatre  projection 
equipment  for  the  past  twenty-nine  years. 

BRENKERT  CORRECT  ENGINEERING  PIUS  PRECISION  MANUFACTURE  EQUALS  CONTINUOUSLY  Bm  PROJECTION! 

Brenkert  factory-appointed  distributors  in  every  film  center  throughout  the  nation  will  be 
glad  to  show  you  all  of  the  amazing  features  of  the  Brenkert  ”80''.  Literature  on  request. 
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DEVOTED  TO  A CLEARER  UNDERSTANDING 
OF  TEMPERATURE  CONTROL  IN  THEATRES 


1 Try  to  “Fish”  My  Way  Out 
of  Tangled  Affairs 

By  Gordon  H.  Simmons* 


WENT  fishing 
yesterday  and  ac- 
tually caught 
$100.00  worth  of  fish. 

When  I returned  home 
in  the  evening,  I 
stripped  the  line  from 
my  reel  and  let  it  pile 
helter  skelter  on  top 
of  my  drafting  board, 
which  I usually  use  to 
make  drawings  for 
theatre  owners,  instead 
of  hanging  it  up  to  dry  like  a clothes  line, 
which  is  the  orthodox  method. 

My  wife  gave  me  a nice  fish  breakfast 
this  morning  and  then  invited  a neighbor’s 
kitty  to  feast  off  the  remains.  But  the 
kitty  frolicked  with  my  fishing  line  on 
top  of  the  drafting  board,  so  I had  a job 
on  my  hands  untangling  it.  I went  about 
the  process  with  utmost  care  because  it 
was  a $1.50  Nylon  line,  and  at  the  outset 
I used  no  end  of  editorial  profanity.  How- 
ever I finally  calmed  down,  became  con- 
centrated on  the  job  and  as  the  line  began 
to  unravel,  I fell  into  a meditative  mood, 

I realized  that  that  fishing  line  all 
tangled  up  represented  nearly  all  of  us. 
Tangled  world  affairs,  tangled  politics, 
tangled  business  situations  and  a tangled 
theatre  business  in  particular.  And  just 
like  I did,  most  of  us  have  been  going 
through  that  “cussing  stage”  before  we 
really  get  down  to  brass  tacks  and  actually 
start  unravelling  our  respective  balls  of 
yarn. 

Let’s  Calm  Down 

I’ve  been  going  through  a cussing  stage 
about  theatre  air  conditioning  and  I guess 
it’s  time  to  cut  that  out  too.  Tangled 
theatre  air  conditioning  cannot  be 
straightened  out  by  merely  talking  or 
cussing  or  writing  about  it.  So  I have 
decided  to  confide  in  you  while  letting  you 
untangle  my  thoughts. 

Now  I did  untangle  my  fishing  line 
after  great  effort,  but  I cannot  untangle 
this  theatre  air  conditioning  without  a mu- 
tual effort  beyond  what  just  a few  of  us 
conscientious  guys  can  do.  I have  con- 
tributed generously  of  my  time,  and  while 
theatre  owners  have  been  generous  with 
their  friendship,  there  are  many  things 
still  tangled  in  their  own  minds  and  they 
are  just  going  to  “sit  tight”  until  some- 

•Air  Conditioning  Engineer,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


body  comes  forward  with  a clear  exposi- 
tion of  what  they  should  do  about  it. 

I have  tried  to  do  this,  and  in  many 
isolated  cases  I have  been  helpful.  It  is 
much  easier  to  handle  a specific  case  of 
trouble  than  it  is  to  handle  the  whole 
situation  in  an  article  or  a series  of 
articles.  However,  at  last  I know  what  is 
in  most  theatre  owners’  minds. 

They  simply  want  to  know:  “What  will 
it  cost?”  and  “will  it  work?”  and  from 
a recent  letter  inspired  by  my  July  20th 
article,  at  least  one  man  wants  to  know 
about  “operating  expense.”  'Therefore,  the 
process  of  untangling  the  theatre  air  con- 
ditioning situation  has  been  helped  by  a 
few  theatre  owners  pointing  out  to  me 
just  where  the  tangle  is. 

I guess  most  of  them,  lacking  clear 
directive  advice,  do  what  I did  yesterday 
— take  a chance.  I caught  $100  worth  of 
fish,  all  right.  Two  little  fellows  that 
were  not  legal  size.  Had  they  been  caught 
in  my  possession,  the  fine  would  have 
been  $50  per  each.  But  they  had  been 
hooked  so  badly  and  therefore  doomed  to 
die  anyhow,  and  I was  so  fish-hungry  that 
I deliberately  risked  paying  a $100  fine 
on  the  100-to-l  chance  that  I wouldn’t 
be  caught. 

Most  theatre  owners  take  a chance  too; 
but  the  odds  are  against  them.  And 
while  they  don’t  break  any  law  as  I did, 
I at  least  broke  the  law  scientifically.  Be- 
cause I figured  according  to  the  mathe- 
matic law  of  probabilities,  and  I’ll  prob- 
ably do  it  again.  It  may  be  a long  time 
before  the  “Law  of  Averages”  catches  up 
with  me.  Anyhow,  I should  live  that  long. 

I’m  a Gambler  Too 

Last  evening  upon  returning  from  my 
fishing  trip,  I indulged  in  a poker  game 
and  I lost  two  cents.  “Bet-a-Nickle  Sim- 
mons”— that’s  me.  I don’t  believe  I ac- 
tually gamble  because  I never  bet  any- 
thing that  I can’t  afford  to  lose.  Even 
the  $100  mentioned  above.  It  wasn’t 
theatre-owner-money  anyway  but  restaur- 
ant-owner-money, and  I’ll  bet  that  had  I 
been  unable  to  pay  the  $100  fine,  I would 
have  been  bailed  out  so  I could  finish  my 
bondsman’s  job.  That  last  hot  spell  we 
had  sure  made  business  boom  for  me,  even 
if  it  also  darn  near  put  me  out  of  business 
in  that  I almost  succumbed  to  the  heat. 

Had  theatre  owners  not  responded  in  a 
great  big  way  and  seemingly  felt  confident 
that  I would  not  only  help  them  but 


would  not  fool  them,  I might,  for  business 
reasons,  divert  my  considerable  talents  to 
non-theatre  work.  But  I feel  that  I’d  be 
running  away  from  a job  I had  started  to 
do  and  have  to  acknowledge  at  least  to 
myself  that  I wasn’t  “carrying  through.” 

Nevertheless,  I do  feel  the  burden  of 
the  job.  Not  only  financially  but  because 
the  job  induces  heavy  thoughts.  I try  to 
lighten  them  by  interspersing  a few  irrele- 
vant remarks  but  I am  beginning  to  feel 
that  I’m  actually  carrying  the  “White 
Man’s  Burden”  because  seemingly  all 
other  experts  in  this  air  conditioning  game 
are  “Indians,”  lurking  in  the  deep  woods. 

I have  been  in  the  woods  often  enough 
and  long  enough  to  appreciate  an  Indian’s 
skill.  I don’t  get  lost  in  a forest  because 
I know  on  which  side  of  a tree  the  bark 
grows  thickest.  Also  I can  use  my  watch 
for  a compass  if  the  sun  is  shining.  I 
even  employ  an  old  Indian  trick  to  catch 
fish  by  letting  down  a bottle  full  of  min- 
nows and  fishing  alongside  it. 

But  the  trick  I am  trying  now  in  the 
hope  of  catching  some  “big  fish”  is  rubbing 
some  asefetida  on  my  line  just  above  the 
hook  and  making  such  a stink  in  these 
pages  that  I’ll  attract  some  attention.  I’ve 
got  some  notice  now,  so  I guess  perhaps 
I should  jerk  the  hook. 

Three  Little  Questions 

A theatre  owner  himself  has  provided 
the  bait.  By  propounding  three  questions 
which  if  I can  satisfactorily  answer,  he’ll 
now  probably  jump  right  into  my  boat 
quite  gladly.  But  I have  to  put  more  bait 
on  my  hook  to  make  it  look  enticing.  And 
that’s  hard  for  me  to  do  because  I am  just 
embarking  on  this  “enticing”  business. 

I answered  a theatre  owner  diplo- 
matically and  got  a prompt  reply  with 
a small  remittance  enclosed.  He  said,  “I 
knew  darn  well  what  you  thought  of  my 
conditioning  system  after  reading  your 
letter.”  Apparently  all  I have  to  do  is 
infer  a few  things  and  then  let  the  theatre 
owner  read  my  mind,  instead  of  giving 
him  a piece  of  it  straight  out  as  has  been 
my  previous  practice.  I’ve  lost  a lot  of 
business  that  way.  From  now  on,  I’m 
going  to  “sneak  up  on  ’em.”  They  seem  to 
like  that  approach  better. 

So  behold  me  now,  converted  from  the 
irate,  scolding  school  master  to  the  suave, 
consoling,  comforting  engineer.  This 
article  can  serve  as  an  announcement  that 
I am  going  to  try  to  answer  the  three 
questions  propounded  by  the  above-men- 
tioned t.o.  as  completely  and  as  quickly  as 
possible  in  my  subsequent  effusions.  At 
least  I no  longer  have  to  write  at  random, 
hoping  I’ll  accidentally  say  something  of 
interest.  I now  know  where  the  interest 
(Continued  on  following  page) 


Are  You  Confused? 

The  subject  of  Air  Conilitloning:  explained  in 
coinmon,  non-teohnical  every-day  terms  be- 
comes less  baffling:  to  the  man  who  wants  to 
buy  equipment.  If  you  are  confused  regrard- 
iiiff  the  application  of  air  conditioning  to 
your  theatre,  write  a letter  to  Gordon  H. 
Simmons,  926  N.  Cass  Avenue,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  outlining  your  conditions,  seating 
capacitv,  room  dimension,  present  equipment, 
etc.  Give  him  the  facts.  ENCT.OSK  POSTAGE 
for  reply  and  he*ll  be  glad  to  analyze  your 
layout  and  give  you  unbiased  recommenda- 
tions on  your  requirements. 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


SIMMONS'  Q-AND-A  CORNER 

Problems  presented  herein  are  bona  fide  and  are  not  imaginary  concoctions  for  the  purpose  of  mis- 
representing reader  interest.  Original  signed  letters  are  on  file  for  examination,  sub.iect  to  the  ap- 
proval of  correspondents. 


From  Sunny  Californiay  comes  this 
call  for  service.  Since  it  brings  up  several 
problems  frequently  presented  to  me  I 
herewith  post  it  for  the  attention  of 
You-all: 

The  Letter:  “Prom  Boxoffice  I learn 
that  you  give  advice  to  the  readers  thereof 
regarding  ventilation  and  air  conditioning. 

“The  theatre  I have  here  in  ...  is  a 
motion  picture  house  of  750  seats.  It  is 
89  feet  long,  66  feet  wide,  with  an  average 
height  of  18  feet.  There  is  not  quite  as 
much  space  to  be  ventilated  as  indicated 
by  these  dimensions.  To  the  side  of  the 
stage  there  is  a room  at  the  side  of  the 
exit  corridor  that  is  about  6 by  12  which 
runs  to  the  ceiling — the  upper  half  of 
which  is  used  for  the  blower  room. 

“At  present  we  have  a blower  of  the 
squirrel-cage  type — 50  inches  across  the 
intake.  The  air  is  blown  into  the  audi- 
torium through  an  opening  4 feet  square, 
the  lower  edge  of  the  opening  being  about 
12  feet  from  the  floor.  The  various  en- 
gineers that  have  seen  it  estimate  that  it 
furnished  about  7,500  cubic  feet  per 
minute.  Possibly  I should  add  the  blower 
is  driven  by  a 2 h.p.  motor  at  180  r.p.m. 

“This  outfit  does  not  furnish  sufficient 
air.  I am  thinking  of  a genuine  air  con- 
ditioning unit — filtered  air  (through  pads 
of  aspen  shavings)  cooled  by  evaporative 
cooling.  I can  get  a 10,000  cubic  foot 
unit  with  circulating  pump  new  for  $275. 
I wish  to  pump  the  air  in  overhead  from 
this  unit,  leaving  the  old  unit  to  use  the 
same  opening  as  at  present. 

“As  for  the  location  of  the  new  unit  I 
am  thinking  of  putting  it  in  a room  on  the 
side  of  the  stage  opposite  from  the  pres- 
ent blower  room.  But  I will  have  to  put 
another  large  opening  in  the  wall  as  well 
as  an  opening  in  the  ceiling  and  then  a 
long  duct  to  the  overhead  outlets.  I plan 
to  make  the  outlets  through  the  lighting 
fixtures  which  are  attached  to  the  ceiling. 

“If  it  were  not  for  the  problem  of  heat- 
ing I would  put  the  new  unit  on  the  roof 
where  it  could  be  easily  located  so  as  to 
have  a short  T-shaped  tunnel  to  the  two 
planned  outlets.  But  we  do  have  to  have 
quite  a bit  of  heating  here  in  the  winter. 
Hence,  the  present  idea  is  to  put  the  unit 
in  the  room  which  has  a floor  abort  eight 
feet  from  the  auditorium  floor. 

“One  main  question  that  I have  in  mind 
is — Is  it  good  practice  to  try  to  force 
warm  air  in  from  above?  I presume  that 
there  is  no  question  to  the  idea  that  the 
overhead  feed  is  best  for  the  cool  air  in 
the  summer. 

“If  it  is  all  right  to  bring  the  warm  air 
also  in  from  above,  what  is  the  best  ma- 
terial for  the  duct — insulating  board  or 
the  material  the  railroads  use  for  insulat- 
ing cars,  which  is  very  cheap;  or  something 
else?  Sheet  metal  ducts  are  expensive. 

“What  kind  of  heater  would  be  best?  I 
prefer  oil  as  I believe  that  it  is  cheaper. 
What  is  the  best  type  of  heater?  Can  any 


be  bought  second-hand  that  are  of  good 
quality? 

“I  presume  that  there  is  no  question 
about  the  warm  air  being  taken  through 
the  aspen  pads  of  the  new  blower  as 
filters  and  pumped  into  the  hall?  Or  will 
this  ruin  the  pads? 

“From  the  above  I believe  that  you  can 
understand  some  of  the  ideas  that  I have 
in  mind.  I am  enclosing  some  diagrams 
which  I trust  may  be  more  clarifying  than 
confusing — as  you  can  readily  perceive,  I 
am  no  engineer. 

“As  usual  I should  like  to  have  a reply 
at  your  earliest  convenience.  Am  enclos- 
ing some  postage  for  your  plans.  Thank- 
ing you  I am. — W.  L.  A.” 

The  Answer:  “I  enjoyed  hearing  from 
you,  and  am  of  course  glad  to  write  you 
a letter  of  advice.  Theatre  owners  in- 
variably recognize  the  value  of  such  letters 
because  I do  try  to  give  them  basic  in- 
formation that  usually  does  not  require 
them  to  take  very  much  on  ‘faith.’ 

“Of  course  I have  engineering  services 
for  sale.  And  I do  expect  that  when  such 
services  are  needed  and  wanted  that  I 
will  not  be  overlooked.  But  I do  not  try 
to  write  a ‘sales  letter’  when  an  honest 
exhibitor  appeals  to  me  for  honest  advice. 

“In  your  own  case,  a ‘Desert  Cooler’ 
such  as  you  propose  using,  will  do  a nice 
job  if  you  are  located  in  the  Imperial 
Valley  or  east  of  the  mountains  where 
humidity  is  low.  But  with  a 750-seat 
house,  you  cannot  get  results  by  using 
10,000  c.f.m.  of  air  regardless  of  what  type 
of  conditioning  you  use. 

“Even  in  this  locality,  I’d  use  22,500 
c.f.m.  or  30  c.f.m.  per  seat.  But  with  an 
evaporative  type  of  cooler,  you’d  require 
much  more.  The  humidity  condition  in 
your  location  would  govern,  but  I have  no 
record  of  it,  so  cannot  be  more  specific. 

“You  show  an  auditorium  depth  of  88 
feet.  This  is  quite  a distance  to  throw 
air  from  stage-end.  And  no  air  distribu- 
tion result  can  be  had  by  merely  intro- 
ducing all  air  from  one  opening  into  your 
house.  At  least  the  air  should  be  intro- 
duced from  both  sides  of  the  stage,  and 
even  then  the  air  distribution  grilles  should 
be  most  carefully  selected.  The  grilles  I’d 
specify  would  cost  $4.00  per  square  foot. 

“The  duct  system  you  ask  about  would 
be  quite  expensive  for  you  if  you  use 
evaporative  cooling.  Your  ducts  would  be 
enormous  in  size.  Of  course,  galvanized 
sheet  metal  is  the  only  thing  to  use.  Some 
exhibitors  seem  to  think  that  metal  ducts 
cause  noise.  But  they  definitely  do  not  if 
they  are  properly  sized  and  installed  by 
a competent  sheet-metal  man. 

“Insulating  board  ducts  are  not  as  good 
and  usually  cost  more.  Where  ceiling 
outlets  are  to  be  used,  by  all  means 
use 

“Answering  your  main  question:  It 
definitely  is  good  practice  to  force  warm 
air  in  from  above.  I never  do  it  any 
other  way.  But  it  is  also  good  practice  to 


have  a responsible  engineer  make  a duct 
layout.  If  the  ducts  are  not  properly 
sized  and  accurately  placed,  and  con- 
nected to  a furnace  or  other  heating  means 
having  adequate  capacity,  expected  re- 
sults are  not  achieved.  This  requires  far 
more  engineering  than  possibly  you 
realize.  Your  warm  air  should  not  be 
pushed  through  your  evaporative  cooler. 
A by-pass  is  required. 

“If  I knew  the  lowest  temperature  you 
encounter  in  the  winter  time,  I could 
better  specify  the  type  of  heater  to  use. 
An  oil  burner  is  a very  convenient  thing. 
I use  many  of  them. 

“I  can  of  course  readily  perceive  that 
you  are  no  engineer.  But  this  is  not  to 
be  expected.  Real  engineers  are  rare 
animals  indeed.  And  theatre  owners  as  a 
rule  do  not  perceive  that  they  can  make 
many  mistakes  if  they  are  not  consulted  in 
time. 

“I  charge  for  plans.  But  my  charges 
are  reasonable  and  within  the  ability  of 
anybody  to  pay.  However,  if  you’d  like 
to  have  another  letter  of  advice  in  regard 
to  any  other  questions  that  occur  to  you, 
you  are  as  welcome  to  it  as  the  flowers  in 
May.— G.  H.  S.’’ 


I Try  to  "Fish"  My  Way  Out 
Of  Tangled  Affairs 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

lies;  nor  will  I lie  about  technical  matters 
— only  about  fish. 

In  regard  to  the  first  question — “HOW 
MUCH  money  will  it  cost?”  I will  not 
reply  by  asking,  “How  much  money  have 
you  got?”  However,  it  does  help  to  know 
this,  because  conditioning  systems  like 
automobiles  are  of  different  grades.  If 
somebody  wants  a Rolls  Royce  system,  I 
should  know  it.  Nevertheless,  Fords  are 
very  good  and  they  do  cost  a lot  less, 
in  the  beginning. 

In  regard  to  the  question  “Will  it 
Work?”  I’d  prefer  that  you  answer  this 
one.  I’m  too  modest. 

A Lesson  in  Geography 

In  regard  to  the  question  about  oper- 
ating expense,  I cannot  dispose  of  this 
with  a single  paragraph.  Geographical 
location  is  so  important  that  I may  even 
have  to  publish  a map  of  the  U.S.A.  and 
Canada,  showing  percentages  of  operating 
cost  in  different  sections  and  referring 
to  some  locality  such  as  St.  Louis  as  a 
maximum  cost  town. 

The  cooling  cost  of  a theatre  in  Miami 
would  be  quite  different  from  the  cooling 
cost  of  an  equal  size  theatre  in  Saskatch- 
ewan. In  the  following  states  the  cooling 
cost  can  be  quite  low.  In  fact  so  low  that 
the  theatre  owner  cannot  afford  not  to 
have  cooling.  These  states  are  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota,  Michigan,  northern  half  of  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  nearly  all  of  Iowa,  a great 
part  of  Ohio,  as  well  as  large  parts  of 
many  states  not  mentioned  that  have  a 
natural  advantage  or  a natural  resource, 
I should  say.  That  is,  cold  water  not 
exceeding  58  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

There  are  other  states  where  the  cool- 
ing cost  is  even  lower,  such  as  Arizona, 
New  Mexico,  or  any  semi-arid  region.  But 
(Continued  on  following  page) 
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I Try  to  "Fish"  My  Way  Out 
Of  Tangled  Affairs 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

in  regions  where  the  humidity  is  high  and 
even  the  local  water  is  hardly  cool  enough 
for  cooling  a refrigeration  compressor,  the 
initial  cost  and  operating  cost  can  sky- 
rocket. However,  even  in  these  locations 
and  if  natural  gas  is  available  at  reason- 
able prices,  the  operating  cost  can  be  cut 
in  half.  Though  the  initial  investment 
might  suffer  a slight  increase. 

Another  possibility  of  reducing  operating 
costs  for  the  theatre  that  operates  only  a 
few  hours  per  day  is  to  install  a system 
having  a small  compressor  that  operates 
for  long  hours  to  store  up  and  deliver 
cooling  for  the  few  hours  needed.  Initial 
cost  is  not  reduced  but  electric  power  de- 
mand and  the  kilowatt-hour  rate  is  much 
less.  This  type  of  load  is  much  preferred 
by  the  power  companies,  who  have  es- 
tablished attractive  power  rates  to  secure 
it. 

Case  Histories  Invited 

I suppose  it  would  be  too  much  to  ask 
busy  theatre  men  to  contribute  statistical 
information  relative  to  the  three  questions 
I have  mentioned.  Such  information  would 
help  me  prepare  a map  that  would  be 
more  authentic,  and  I think  something  of 
the  sort  would  be  a distinct  contribution 
to  the  theatre  industry.  A theatre  owner 
could  refer  to  such  a map  and  determine 
for  himself  the  operating  cost  of  cooling 
per  seat  per  hour.  Of  course,  I can  tell 
any  single  owner  upon  request  what  it 
would  be  provided  in  his  initial  letter  he 
gives  me  some  local  facts.  Lots  of  ’em 
have  already  written  me  and  asked,  “What 
would  it  cost  to  cool  my  theatre?”  not 
even  mentioning  the  number  of  seats. 

Possibly  I should  design  an  “air  con- 
ditioned seat”  by  using  a water-cooled 
upholstery.  I got  relief  during  this  last 
heat  wave  when  I couldn’t  sleep  by  draw- 
ing some  cold  water  in  the  bath  tub  and 
squatting  in  it  while  drinking  iced  lemon- 
ade flavored  with  a dash  of  gin.  Theatre 
owners  continue  to  squirt  water  into  the 
air  and  then  depend  upon  the  air  to  cool 
off  their  customers.  Now  I can  answer 
the  three  questions  very  easily  in  regard 
to  this  method:  1.  How  much  will  it 
cost?  Answer— Not  Much.  2.  What  is 
operating  expense?  Answer — Not  Much. 
3.  Will  it  work?  Answer — Not  Much! 

If  this  were  all  there  was  to  air  con- 
ditioning, I wouldn’t  be  in  it.  Neither 
would  anybody  else  except  the  plumbers. 
The  wide  use  of  this  idea  has  raised  the 
question  in  many  theatre  owners’  minds, 
“Will  it  work?” 

And  in  regard  to  the  question,  “Will  it 
work?”  what  do  they  mean  by  that?  If 
they  are  asking  me  that  if  they  buy  just 
anything  offered  bearing  the  label  of  air 
conditioning,  and  if  they  want  to  know 
“will  it  work?”  I think  the  question  is 
foolish  and  deserves  a foolish  answer. 

If  what  they  want  is  “comfort”  for  their 
patrons  they  cannot  buy  “just  apparatus” 
and  provide  it.  A tub  will  not  remain  full 
of  water  if  its  bottom  is  punched  full  of 
holes.  And  nearly  all  theatres  have  a hole 
in  the  top  through  which  the  heat  of  the 
sun  seeps  in  to  destroy  an  otherwise  good 
cooling  effect. 

Apparatus  No  Matter 

Now  I have  installed  air  conditioning 


jobs  in  barn -like  structures  in  the  middle 
of  a corn  field.  The  jobs  worked,  and 
they  did  not  cost  much.  The  operating 
expense  was  slight,  also.  But  the  least 
of  my  concern  was  “what  apparatus  to 
buy.”  I was  principally  concerned  with 
the  building  itself,  and  what  to  do  to 
keep  the  heat  out  instead  of  trying  to 
manufacture  an  excess  of  cooling  within. 
In  this  direction  lies  air  conditioning 
economy  both  in  first  cost  and  operating 
expense  as  well  as  insuring  that  the  job 
will  work. 

Certainly  a building’s  interior  arrange- 
ment and  construction  greatly  affects 
“what  will  air  conditioning  cost.”  And 
no  proper  answer  can  be  given  until  after 
a study  of  building’s  plans.  Many  times 
the  installation  cost  exceeds  the  apparatus 
cost;  and  many  times  it  is  the  installation 
rather  than  the  apparatus  that  “won’t 
work.”  We  need  more  “installation  en- 
gineers” in  this  business  to  coordinate  and 
cooperate  with  apparatus  sales  engineers. 
Then,  and  not  until  then,  will  more  jobs 
work  satisfactorily. 

One  theatre  owner  wrote  me  that  “we 
don’t  use  plans  for  the  erection  of  build- 
ings out  here.  We  just  put  ’em  up.”  I 
politely  inquired  what  the  buildings  looked 
like  and  told  him  that  possibly  a building 
erected  without  plans  might  not  fall  down 
but  that  air  conditioning  installed  with- 
out plans  surely  would.  Many  air  con- 
ditioning jobs  have  been  falling  down. 
And  I’ll  bet  my  Sunday  shirt  that  99  per 
cent  of  them  were  “unplanned  jobs.” 

I can  now  come  to  grips  with  the  ques- 
tion “Will  It  Work?”  And  make  the 
categorical  statement  that  is  true  beyond 
dispute:  A properly  planned  job  properly 
followed  out  will  always  work,  while  an 
improperly  planned  job  or  an  unplanned 
job  almost  never  will. 

Why  Not  in  Winter? 

And  why  divorce  the  cooling  from  the 
heating  system?  They  belong  together. 


Why  not  heat  through  the  same  ducts 
used  for  cooling?  Why  not  use  the  same 
fan  or  blower?  Why  not  use  the  same 
grilles  to  distribute  warm  air  as  well  as  the 
cool  air?  Why  not  use  roof  insulation  for 
a double  purpose  to  keep  the  winter  heat 
in  as  well  as  the  summer  heat  out?  Why 
don’t  they  install  attractive  winter  air 
conditioning  to  lure  patrons  away  from 
their  radios?  When  I listen  to  mine  in  my 
own  home,  I am  comfortable.  But  when 
I go  to  a theatre,  I frequently  ain’t.  I am 
allergic  to  a close,  pent-up  atmosphere 
full  of  bacteria,  germs  and  evaporated 
sweat.  Perhaps  these  things  go  unnoticed 
by  a patron  who  is  not  wary. 

An  undertaker  whose  place  I have  just 
conditioned  pulled  out  his  record  book 
and  showed  me  what  months  he  enjoyed 
the  best  business.  And  his  best  business 
season  is  not  mine.  Now  I don’t  mean  to 
say  that  everybody  died  because  they  went 
to  a theatre  in  the  winter  time.  But  I 
do  mean  to  say  that  practically  no  theatre 
owner  has  given  very  much  thought  to 
his  patrons’  healthful  atmosphere  nor  ad- 
vertised this  as  an  inducement  to  get 
patrons  into  his  house.  Many  of  my  thea- 
tre jobs  are  advertised  to  the  public  as 
being  “Healthfully  Cooled”  but  no  house 
I have  even  been  in  has  yet  been  adver- 
tised as  being  “Healthfully  Warmed.” 

Home  air  conditioning  today  is  far 
beyond  theatre  winter  air  conditioning. 
The  public  is  highly  “humidity  conscious” 
and  goes  for  humidifiers  in  a great  big 
way.  But  theatre  humidifiers  consist  of 
a packed  crowd  of  people  liberating  gallons 
of  sweat,  while  home  humidifiers  evaporate 
fresh  clean  water.  The  public  is  not  in- 
terested in  the  “why”  of  the  difference 
between  the  theatre  and  the  home.  They 
merely  recognize  that  there  is  a difference 
and  chose  to  stay  at  home.  Of  course,  a 
real  good  picture  might  pull  them  out,  but 
I have  not  seen  one  good  enough  in  quite 
a long  while. 


Advanced  Engineering  Provides 

Smooth^  Safe^  Noiseless  Curtain  Operation 


JJUJJlilDXI. 


Vallen,  Inc.  are  specialized  manufacturers  and 
designers  of  all-steel  curtain  tracks  and  pre- 
cision operated  controls.  They  produce  equip- 
ment to  meet  every  need,  big  or  little.  Get  in 
touch  with  Vallen's  experienced  engineers — they 
may  point  the  way  to  new  economies  and  finer, 
more  dependable,  precise  curtain  performance. 

Vallen  manufactures  a control  to  meet  your 
specific  need. 


VALLEN/  INC.,  Akron,  Ohio 


Special  Features 

Speiial  channel  clesigrn. 

8ing-le  wheel  plumb-bob  de- 
sign. 

Combination  spa<‘er  and 
silencer. 

Combination  fastener  and 
trimmer. 

Xoisele«s  sheaves. 

‘‘Straiffht-as-an-arrow*’  cur- 
tain susj)ension. 
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Whether  your  theatre  is 
large  or  small,  you  may 


If,  like  many  other  theatre  owners, 
you  are  concerned  with  annoying 
drafts,  hot  or  cold  spots,  "sour”  air, 
this  message  is  meant  for  you. 

By  and  large,  patrons  no  longer 
go  to  a theatre  just  because  "there’s 
a good  picture  playing.”  They  natu- 
rally prefer  theatres  that  not  only 
give  them  good  entertainment  hut 
good  air  conditioned  comfort  as 
well.  Today,  good  air  conditioning 


is  of  major  importance  in  attracting 
Imsiness. 

You  can  attract  and  hold  more  pa- 
trons if  you  turn  to  General  Electric 

— the  world’s  largest  electrical 
manufacturer  — for  equipment  to 
solve  your  air  conditioning  prob- 
lems. G-E  makes  all  the  apparatus 
necessary  for  a complete  system. 
And  by  using  multiples  of  20, 25, 30, 
40,  50  or  60  hp.  condensing  units — 
depending  upon  the  size  of  theatre 

— economical  operation  is  obtained 
with  varying  loads. 

Many  theatre  owners  who  have 
G-E  equipment  say  the  extra  patron- 


age it  brings  has  helped  pay  for  the 
investment  in  a much  shorter  time 
llian  tliey  had  thought  possible. 


Get  free  brochure 


You’ll  find  a lot  of  interesting  and 
helpful  information  in  the  brochure, 
"Air  Conditioning  for  Business.” 
Send  the  coupon  for  your  copy.  And 
talk  with  your  local  contractor  or 
consulting  engineer  about  a G-E 
installation. 


AIR  CONDITIONING  BY 


GENERAL 


ELECTRIC 


GENERAL  ELECTRIC  COMPANY 
Div.  140-558,  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 

Please  let  me  have  your  liroehun-,"  Air  Con- 
ditioning for  Ilusines?,”  by  return  mail. 

Name 

A ddress 

City  • —State 
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REFRIGERATION  RALLIES  IN  CLEVELAND  AND  K.  C. 


CLEVELAND  and  Kansas  City  will 
both  have  refrigeration  rallies  spon- 
sored by  the  American  Society  of 
Refrigerating  Engineers  during  October, 
with  a lively  group  of  refrigeration  and 
air  conditioning  men  in  each  city  inter- 
ested in  the  formation  of  local  organiza- 
tions. This  demand  is  in  line  with  the 
expansion  of  the  National  Society  during 
the  past  year  when  Richmond,  Pittsburgh 
and  Cincinnati  all  organized  thriving  sec- 
tions. 

The  first  meeting  in  Cleveland  will  be 
held  on  Tuesday,  October  8 at  the  Hotel 
Statler,  with  cocktails  and  dinner  preced- 
ing a program  which  will  start  at  8:00 
p.  m.  L.  L.  Lewis,  vice-president  of  Car- 
rier Corporation  and  vice-president  of  the 
A.  S.  R.  E.,  will  serve  as  chairman  and 
toastmaster,  with  John  Schurman  of  York 
Ice  Machinery  Corporation  giving  the  first 
talk  on  ‘’Refrigeration  and  the  Cleveland 
Code,”  describing  cooperative  work  on  the 
building  code  in  that  city  in  which  he  has 
played  an  important  part. 

Martin  R.  Carpenter,  widely  known  con- 
sultant on  ice  rinks,  will  be  the  second 
speaker,  discussing  skating  rink  construc- 
tion and  giving  details  from  large  jobs  he 
has  recently  supervised.  Open  discussion 
will  follow  the  presentation  of  the  papers, 
and  some  30  well-known  refrigeration  men 
in  the  Cleveland  area  will  have  a chance 
to  meet  each  other  and  to  speak  inform- 


ally at  this  get  acquainted  session.  A.  M. 
Fenwick  is  serving  as  temporary  secretary 
of  the  Cleveland  Section. 

The  Kansas  City  meeting  scheduled  for 
October  15  at  the  Hotel  President  will  be 
imder  the  direction  of  E.  M.  Dodds,  presi- 
dent of  the  U.  S.  Cold  Storage  Company, 
who  will  serve  as  chairman.  Here  again 
cocktails  and  dinner  at  6:30  p.  m.  will  be 
followed  by  a meeting  at  8:00  p.  m. 

A.  D.  Marston  of  the  Kansas  City  Light 
and  Power  Company  will  speak  on  the 
“Air  Conditioning  Outlook  in  Kansas 
City,”  and  E.  J.  Eggert  of  the  department 
of  economics  of  the  Kansas  State  College 
at  Manhattan,  Kansas,  will  discuss  “The 
Locker  Plant  Industry.”  A third  speaker 
will  be  Carl  F.  Booster,  now  director  of 
housing  research  at  Purdue  University, 
who  will  speak  on  “New  Things  to  Come 
in  Refrigeration.” 

E.  L.  Tramposh  is  acting  as  temporary 
secretary  of  the  Kansas  City  group,  and 
David  L.  Fiske,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Society,  will  attend  both  the  Cleveland 
and  the  Kansas  City  meetings. 


A new  screen  can  work  wonders  in  both 
projection  and  sound  improvement.  Per- 
haps this  is  one  important  item  overlooked 
when  sound  and  projection  troubles  beset 
a theatre — and  it  should  be  among  the 
first  considered. 


Cleanliness  in  the  theatre  is  one  thing 
that  is  appreciated  by  the  patrons  more 
than  anything  else.  Although  they  might 
not  mention  this  factor,  nevertheless  they 
would  be  quick  to  note  its  neglect. 


THAT  YOU  MAY  PROFIT 

We  have  paid  particular  attention  to 
refinement  of  details  and  improving  the 
original  superior  quality  of  STABILARC 
performance  rather  than  radical 
changes  or  new  designs.  It  has  earned 
for  them  an  enviable  position  with 
theatre  operators  the  world  over. 

bTABILAt^ 

Motor  Generators 

The  most  complete  line  of  motor 
generators  on  the  market. 

35  VOLT  UNITWIN 

(Requires  No  Ballast  Rheostats) 

35-42-G0-80  VOLT  MULTIPLE 

AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown,  Pa. 

Kxport  Office:  220  \V.  42na  St.,  New  York  City 
Also  Manufacturers  of  Allentown  Steel 
Curtain  Tracks  and  Curtain  Machines 


Make  YOUR 

AIR  CONDITIONING  SYSTEM 
DOES  WHAT  IT’S  SUPPOSED  TO  DO... 

It  takes  money  to  air  condition  a theatre.  But  it's 
money  well  spent  — if  the  system  does  what  it's  sup- 
poseo  to  do  — and  that  is  to  provide  complete  com- 
fort for  the  patrons. 

If  there  are  drafts  or  pockets  of  stale,  stuffy  air  or 
spots  that  are  too  warm  or  too  cool  — then  your  sys- 
tem is  a failure.  And  mark  this  — these  obnoxious  con- 
ditions are  all  caused  by  faulty  air  distribution  — and 
you  will  get  them  with  any  system  which  lacks  an  effi- 
cient means  for  introducing  and  distributing  the  con- 
ditioned air  into  and  through  the  theatre. 

Now,  here's  how  you  can  assure  correct  air  distribu- 
tion and  do  it  at  a surprisingly  reasonable  cost  — 
equip  all  air  supply  outlets  with  ANEMOSTAT 
Draftless  Air  Diffusers.  These  easily  installed,  good 
looking  units  positively  eliminate  drafts  and  maintain 
completely  comfortable  conditions  all  through  a the- 
atre all  the  time.  They  have  no  moving  parts  and  need 
no  attention,  yet  because  of  their  scientific  design  they 
cannot  fail  to  do  the  job. 

ANEMOSTATS  are  readily  applied  to  systems  al- 
ready installed  and  have  ended  air  distribution  troubles 
for  many  theatres  throughout  the  country.  In  new  the- 
atres, their  use  is  fast  becoming  a rule. 


"NO  AIR  CONDITIONING  SYSTEM  IS  RETTER  THAN  ITS  AIR  DISTRIBUTION" 


Paramount  Preview  Theatre  Ch  as.  Burton,  Arch’t. 


GET  FULL  ANEMOSTAT  FACTS 

Ask  your  Architect  or  Engineer  about  ANEMOSTATS 
or  write  to  us  direct  for  descriptive  literature. 

ANEMGSIAr 

CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 

Dep't  B,  10  East  39th  Street, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Representatives  in  Principal  Cities 
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EIGHTY  MILLION  SNEEZES  ON  THE  LOOSE 


“On  the  other  hand,  we  have  been  miss- 
ing several  other  small  articles  around  the 
exhibit  and  maybe  this  bottle  went  the 
same  way.  The  last  thing  we  missed  was 
a small  hand  counter  which  was  laid  down 


Hay  fever  sufferers  in  the  metro- 
politan area  took  cover  recently 
when  New  York  newspapers  broke 
stories  on  the  theft  of  “80,000,000  bottled 
sneezes”  from  the  Carrier  Igloo  at  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair. 

Immediately  a warning  to  the  person 
who  took  the  small  colored  bottle,  con- 
taining two  grams  of  giant  ragweed  pollen, 
was  issued  by  George  S.  Kent,  director  of 
the  air  conditioning  exhibit. 

“Although  harmless  to  the  average  per- 
son, the  contents  of  the  bottle — if  liberated 
in  the  proximity  of  any  hay  fever  suf- 
ferers— might  induce  a severe  case  of  hay 
fever  or  pollen  asthma,”  Mr.  Kent  said. 

According  to  Mr.  Kent,  the  bottle  of 
pollen  had  been  exhibited  as  part  of  an 
illustrated  lecture  on  causes  and  relief  of 


Sanitary  Toilet  Rooms 

Reward  Their  Owners 

Toilet  rooms  in  theatres  should  be 
readily  accessible,  and  never  hidden  away 
as  though  the  owner  or  manager  were 
ashamed  of  the  provision  of  this  important 
necessity.  Separate  compartments  or  parti- 
tions should  be  fitted  with  effective  self- 
closing devices  and  a small  shelf,  readily 
accessible,  is  an  appreciated  convenience. 
It  is  advisable  that  all  toilet  seats  be  pro- 
vided with  an  open  front  and  that  the 
seat  be  made  of  a wear-resisting  substance 
which  can  be  cleaned  easily.  Scrupulous 
cleanliness  is  health  protection — and  it  is 
not  overlooked  by  the  customers,  especially 
in  theatre  toilet  rooms. 


MAKE  2c  EXTRA 
ON  EVERY  PATRON! 


Offer  Them 
Delicious  ''French- 
Fried”  Popcorn! 

Your  patrons  eat 
and  enjoy  delicious 
"French-Fried"  Pop- 
corn! And  by  pleas- 
ing them  you  profit 
to  the  tune  of  70c 
clear  on  every  dollar 
in  sales.  Why  not  get 
those  extra  profitable 
nickels  and  dimes? 

ADVANCE  ACE 

New,  Streamlined  Pop- 
corn Machine  for  Great- 
er Profits! 

The  World’s  Finest  and 
l,.owest  Priced  Popcorn 
Machine.  Why  Pay 
More?  " 

See  Your  Dealer  or 


hay  fever  during  “Hay  Fever  Day”  cere- 
monies at  the  exhibit  on  Wednesday,  Aug- 
ust 14th.  It  had  been  left  on  a filing 
cabinet  in  his  office  with  some  other 
articles  since  the  exercises. 

“It  is  hard  to  explain  a reason  for  the 
theft,”  Mr.  Kent  said,  “because  the  pollen 
in  itself  is  not  valuable.  The  bottle  was 
attractive  and  perhaps  it  may  have  been 
picked  up  by  a souvenir-hunter  who  did 
not  realize  what  an  amount  of  suffering 
the  pollen  could  cause  to  any  person 
susceptible  to  it. 


for  a moment.” 

Mr.  Kent  said  he  believed  the  thefts 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  “souvenir” 
menace  that  so  plagued  the  Chicago  Fair 
in  its  closing  days. 


A sanitary  drinking  fountain  is  a neces- 
sity which  can  also  be  an  attractive  piece 
of  furnishing  in  the  theatre.  New  foun- 
tain equipment  is  most  efficient  and  beau- 
tiful in  appearance  as  well. 


THIS  BUSINESS  TONIC  BRINGS 
IMMEDIATE  AND  LASTING  RESULTS 


"MY  /V£ty  ZOUR! 
STORE  FRONT 
SURB^  PULLS 
PEOPLE  IN!" 


■F  YOUR  business 
needs  an  effective  tonic,  nothing  can 
beat  a modern,  attractive  ZOURI  Store 
Front.  It’s  an  investment  that  works  for 
you  night  and  day,  for  years  and  years; 
pulls  people  in;  boosts  sales  to  new 
customers  and  old  customers  as  well. 


It  will  pay  you  to  act  now.  Investigate 
ZOURI  Store  Fronts  with  their  many  ad- 
vanced features,  such  as  rustless  metal 
show  window  sash  and  bars.  Entrance 
Doors,  K.  Z.  S.  Aluminum  and  Porcelain 
Enamel  Facing.  Write  for  colorful  book- 
let today!  No  obligation. 

l"zouri  Store  Fronts,  Niles,  Michigan 

I Rush  my  copy  of  your  new  illustrated  booklet  on  ZOURI  I 
Store  Fronts.  MT-I040  ! 


I 


LI  L- 


STORE  FRONTS  - PULL  PEOPLE  IN! 
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Acoustical  Materials  That  Reduce  the 
Cost  of  Redecoration 

By  George  J.  Smith* 


44  LL  THii  world’s  a stage  and  I’m 
the  chief  prop  man” — might  well 
be  the  theatre  owner’s  philoso- 
phy. He  is  called  upon  constantly  to  shift 
the  scenes.  On  the  screen  it’s  the  wide- 
open  spaces  of  Wyoming  today  and  the 
confines  of  a big  city  tomorrow.  Change 
— something  new,  something  different  is 
the  incessant  demand  of  his  fanciful 
public. 

In  the  early  days  of  motion  pictures  the 
theatre  operator  had  only  to  concern  him- 
self with  the  billboards  on  the  front  of  his 
building,  the  film  in  his  projector  and  the 
collection  of  nickels  at  the  boxoffice.  His 
capital  investment — the  actual  theatre — 
seemed  to  be  of  slight  significance.  The 
play’s  the  thing,  and  the  novelty  of  seeing 

*Acoiistic  Division  of  Tlie  Celotex  Corporation. 


people  live,  love  and  die  in  two  dimensions 
was  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  crowd. 

But  it  soon  became  apparent  that  this 
matter  of  something  new,  something  dif- 
ferent would  have  to  be  carried  further 
than  just  a series  of  flickers  on  a screen. 
The  first  thrill  was  over.  Audiences  be- 
gan to  appraise  theatres  in  the  light  of 
comfort  and  beauty. 

Periodic  Change  Demanded 

Theatre  owners  were  quick  to  prepare 
for  this  appraisal.  Houses  were  decorated, 
but  like  the  pictures  on  the  screen,  peo- 
ple expected  these  decorations  to  be 
changed  every  so  often  also.  It  was  per- 
fectly natural  that  they  should  expect  this. 
With  the  present  emphasis  on  design  they 
expect  it  even  more  today.  Brand  new 
theatres  incorporating  the  latest  ideas  of 
design  are  setting  the  tempo,  and  whether 


Sound  absorbent  perforated  tile  used  as 
the  basis  for  an  interesting  mural  treat- 
ment. The  material  is  carved  and 
painted  in  this  instaiiee,  without  harm- 
ing acoustic  efficiency  in  any  way. 
Many  modern  effects  may  be  gained  by 
ingenuity  in  the  use  of  such  dual-pur- 
pose media  and  at  relatively  moderate 
cost  due  to  the  economy  and  long-life 
properties  of  acousti-decorative  ma- 
terials. 

the  owners  of  older  houses  like  it  or  not, 
they  must  keep  in  step  by  periodic  mod- 
ernization of  their  theatres  or  else  be  con- 
tent with  smaller  and  smaller  audiences, 
and  incomes. 

With  the  advent  of  sound  pictures  re- 
decoration  became  a dual  problem.  It  has 
been  proved  that  no  matter  how  perfect 
the  sound  equipment  is,  its  performance 
depends  upon  the  acoustics,  or  hearing 
conditions,  of  the  auditorium.  Sound  dis- 
torting echoes  and  reverberations  spring 
from  hard  surfaces,  such  as  plaster  walls. 
Despite  the  sound  absorption  of  an  audi- 
ence this  condition  persists,  and  it  can  be 
eliminated  only  be  covering  portions  of 
these  hard  surfaces  with  a sound  absor- 
bent material  that  will  reduce  the  sound 
reflections  to  a point  where  they  are  no 
longer  bothersome.  The  placement  of  this 
material,  of  course,  should  be  based  en- 
tirely on  the  recommendations  of  a per- 
son skilled  in  the  science  of  architectural 
acoustics.  It  might  be  well  to  note  that 
distributors  of  recognized  acoustical  prod- 


Acousti-Decor  Media 

(Refer  to  pictures  at  right,  reading 
downward) 

(A)  — An  acoustical  tile  providing  the 
appearance  of  stone.  It  is  natural  in  ap- 
peal, requiring  no  decoration  and  is  par- 
ticularly adaptable  to  large  auditorium 
application  or  lobby  areas.  The  material 
is  conservative  and  subdued,  of  a neutral 
color  which  fits  with  any  color  scheme.  It 
comes  in  two  thicknesses  and  three  varie- 
ties of  appearance,  is  unpaintable  for  best 
acoustic  results,  and  completely  incom- 
bustible. Dignity  of  appearance  plus  the 
softening  hush  of  quiet  are  its  salient  fea- 
tures. 

(B)  — A sound-absorbing  tile  with  pat- 
ented noise-trapping  perforations.  This 
popular  type  of  acousti-decorative  material 
is  paintable  in  any  color  desired  without 
harming  the  efficiency  as  a sound-absor- 
bent. It  is  available  in  three  sizes  of  tile, 
two  grades:  one  fireproof,  the  other  not 
fireproof.  In  its  natural  form  it  has  an 
ivory  finish  which  is  attractive  in  its  own 
right.  The  material  may  be  adapted  to 
curved  formations  and  further  it  is  most 
adaptable  to  painting  in  either  casein  or 
oil  paints.  It  may  be  stenciled  or  carved 
for  extra-decorative  effects  without  reduc- 
ing efficiency. 

(C)  — A fireproof,  sound  absorbing,  deco- 
rative tile  made  from  shredded  timber 
bonded  together  with  high  temperature 
fireproof  cement.  It  is  a moderate-cost 
material  which  is  most  adaptable  to  aver- 
age size  conditions  and  its  thermal  ef- 
ficiency makes  it  especially  practical.  It 
is  completely  paintable  and  a most  un- 
usual decorative  effect  may  be  gained  by 
using  a base  coat  in  one  shade  and  a con- 
trasting color  for  the  second  coat  to  form 
a two-tone  effect  with  which  decorators 
are  most  familiar.  The  material  also 
comes  in  panels  20  inches  wide  and  up  to 
4 feet  long  which  can  be  arranged  in 
decorative  effect  between  pilasters  and 
elsewhere  when  complete  coverage  is  not 
warranted. 

(D)  — A cast  gypsum  aerated  acoustical 
tile  which  is  available  in  ten  different 
pastel  shades.  The  material  also  offers 
moderate  paintability  and  is  available  in 
two  sizes  6x12  inches  and  12x12  inches  and 
with  beveled  edges.  This  material  is  a 
good  substitute  for  the  more  costly  acous- 
tical tile  (A)  shown  above,  and  is  a rela- 
tively newer  product  which  successfully 
muffles  sound.  Light  in  weight  and  eas- 
ily installed  by  the  average  craftsman. 

(Illustrations  courtesy  The  Celotex  Corporation) 


ucts  offer  this  survey  without  obligation. 

Let’s  assume  that  a theatre  owner  is 
contemplating  some  scene-shifting — that 
he  is  going  to  redecorate.  He  knows  that 
customers  demand  good  sound  and  that 
this  means  the  use  of  an  acoustical  ma- 
terial in  conjunction  with  the  decorative 
scheme. 

Now,  practically  all  acoustical  materials 
operate  on  the  same  principle.  Sound 
waves  striking  the  surface  are  absorbed 
in  the  minute  inter-connecting  air  cells 
embodied  in  the  material.  Naturally,  the 
surface  must  have  openings  in  it  that  will 
serve  as  channels  for  the  entrance  of  sound 

(Continued  on  2nd  column,  next  page) 
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There  Isn’t  Any  Substitute 

for 

Wagner  Multi-Size  Silhouette  Letters 

Don’t  Be  Fooled 

by  make-shift  lug-type  letters.  Ask  about  the  lugs  wearing  out,  letters  fall- 
ing out  of  the  sign  and  the  grave  danger  of  damage  suits. 

WAGNER'S  EXCLUSIVE  RIGHT 

to  manufacture  and  sell  SLOTTED,  flanged  letter  sign  equipment  — the  ONLY 
SAFE,  TRUE-SILHOUETTE  Multi-Size  Letter  sign  equipment — has  been  de- 
cided by  U.  S.  District  Court,  Northern  Dist.  of  Illinois,  Eastern  Division,  and 
confirmed  by  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  Seventh  Circuit. 

WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  Inc. 

218  S.  Ho.vne  Ave.  123  W.  filth  St.  70fi  E.  Hancock  Ave.  B Britain  St. 

CHICAGO  NEW  YORK  DETROIT  TORONTO 

Pacific  Coast  Rei)resentative : B.  E.  Shearer  Company 


into  the  body  of  the  material,  where  the 
sound  is  smothered. 

The  degree  to  which  the  material  can 
be  decorated  depends  upon  the  size  of  these 
openings.  If  the  openings  consist  of  small 
interstices  and  fissures,  ordinary  paints 
will  bridge  the  pores  and  thus  reduce  or 
destroy  the  absorption. 

Because  the  use  of  paint  plays  such  an 
important  part  in  decorative  schemes, 
acoustical  materials  have  been  developed 
that  can  be  painted  without  harming  their 
sound  absorption.  This  is  made  possible 
by  a mechanically-perforated  surface.  The 
perforations  are  of  such  a diameter  that 
paint  will  not  bridge  them. 

Theatre  owners  who  have  installed 
acoustical  materials  having  this  paint- 
ability  feature  enjoy  a decided  advantage 
every  time  they  decorate  the  interiors  of 
their  theatres.  Perforated  sound  absorb- 
ing materials  can  be  treated  exactly  like 
plaster  surfaces,  and  this  means  unlimited 
freedom  in  the  choice  of  painted  designs, 
murals,  colors,  and  so  forth.  Old  deco- 
rations can  be  replaced  by  new  ones  rapid- 
ly and  economically. 

Hence,  in  selecting  an  acoustical  ma- 
terial, it  should  also  be  considered  from 
the  standpoint  of  redecoration.  By  select- 
ing a material  designed  for  the  application 
of  paint,  the  cost  of  “shifting  the  scenes” 
can  be  greatly  reduced,  and  the  scene 
shifting  can  be  applied  more  often  in  the 
interest  of  public  favor. 


his  theatre  to  maintain  and  increase  his 
clientele. 
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With  so  many  competing  forms  of  en- 
tertainment to  buck,  an  exhibitor  must 
be  ever  on  the  alert  in  the  operation  of 
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A POLL  OF  OPINION  ON  CARPET  CUSHIONS 


The  most  important  factor  in  the 
wearing  service  received  from  theatre 
carpeting  is  the  lining  over  which  it 
is  laid.  Carpet  linings,  in  truth,  are  the 
“hidden  element” — all  too  little  known  and 
thought  of  by  theatre  owners. 

Yet  theatre  owners  who  have  studied 
the  results  obtained  from  carpet  linings 
can  tell  by  their  actual  experiences  that 
many  a dollar  spent  for  excellent  carpets 
has  been  wasted  by  the  thoughtless  policy 


of  purchasing  a “bargain”  lining  that 
proved  entirely  unsuitable  for  public  use. 

For  this  reason,  every  theatre  executive 
will  be  helped  by  reading  the  results  of  a 
recent  survey  among  users  of  carpet  pad- 
dings. This  survey  was  conducted  through 
a direct  mail  investigation  in  the  theatre 
and  hotel  fields — reaching  users  with  def- 
inite practical  experience  upon  which  to 
base  their  opinions. 

Sixty-eight  per  cent  of  these  experienced 


users  stated  that  all-hair  lining  is  the  best 
material  for  carpet  cushion  purposes.  This 
expression  of  preference  appears  all  the 
more  conclusive  when  compared  with  the 
12%  who  were  satisfied  with  hair-and- 
jute,  5%  with  jute  and  2%  with  rubber. 

Another  question  asked  in  the  survey 
referred  to  the  preferences  for  a specific 
brand  of  nationally  advertised  carpet 
padding.  Seven  out  of  every  ten  executives 
had  a definite  preference — and  88%  of 
them  named  a single  brand  of  all-hair 
cushion  carpet  lining. 

The  answers  to  these  questions  show 
beyond  a doubt  that  experienced  public 
service  users  of  floor  coverings  have  de- 
cided that  an  all-hair  cushion  of  the 
highest  quality  is  actually  the  most  eco- 
nomical because  it  not  only  does  a better 
job  of  saving  carpets  from  wear  but  keeps 
its  softness  and  resilience  indefinitely 
under  the  hardest  usage.  The  small  ad- 
ditional cost  for  the  better  grade  of 
cushion  is  far  outweighed  by  the  money  it 
saves. 

Comments  volunteered  by  theatre  men 
who  answered  the  questionaires  are  of  par- 
ticular interest.  Among  them  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 

“All-hair  is  the  best  material — more 
resilient,  does  not  lump  or  crawl.  Have 
found  through  past  experience  that  38  oz. 
for  aisles  and  heavier  for  foyer  are  most 
suitable.” 

“Study  of  carpet  lining  just  as  important 
as  study  of  carpet.” 

“Good  padding  is  essential  to  the  life 
of  a carpet.  Cheap  inferior  padding  is 
false  economy.” 

“Original  installation,  1200  yds.  Carpets 
laid  over  3/4-inch  all-hair  lining  still  in 
service  after  12  years  hard  usage.” 

“I  have  found  that  a good  padding  pro- 
longs the  life  of  your  carpet — be  it  high 
priced  or  cheap  carpet.  Personally,  I 
would  pay  more  for  good  padding  than  for 
carpet.” 


Electric  Hand  Driers 

and  Things  They  Do 

For  modernizing  theatre  washrooms,  the 
new  electric  hand  driers  are  an  item  that 
might  well  be  considered.  Among  the 
many  advantages  claimed  for  this  type  of 
toilet  room  service  besides  sanitation  are: 

1.  It  supplies  an  “always  there”  drying 
service:  no  empty  towel  cabinets. 

2.  A quick,  healthful  drying  for  hands 
and  face. 

3.  Maintains  clean  washrooms,  forever 
banishing  soiled  towel  litter. 

4.  Eliminates  paper  towel  stoppage  of 
drain  pipes. 

5.  Removes  from  the  washroom  a dan- 
gerous fire  hazard. 

6.  Eliminates  constant  towel  expense 
from  annual  operating  budget. 

7.  Its  proper  height  permits  comfortable 
drying,  with  user  standing  in  natural 
position — no  stooping  or  stretching. 

This  type  of  equipment  is  equally  well 
adapted  for  installation  in  washrooms  of 
new  theatres  or  modernizing  those  in  ex- 
isting buildings.  And  installation  is 
quickly  and  easily  made.  A leading  manu- 
facturer reports  a steady  increase  in  thea- 
tre installations. 
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New  Exit  Globe  With 

Safety  Advantages 

A new  line  of  modernistically  designed 
exit  globes,  quite  different  in  appearance 
from  the  conventional  type  globe,  has  been 
introduced  by  Kopp  Glass,  Inc.,  of  Swiss- 
vale,  Pa.,  manufacturers  of  industrial, 
specialty  and  illuminating  glassware. 

Instead  of  having  the  electric  bulb 
totally  enclosed,  the  bottom  of  this  new 
exit  globe  is  open  and  it  is  so  designed 
that  a shaft  of  light  is  thrown  on  the  door 
or  step  below.  This  arrangement  it  is 


Structural  Glass  for 

Rest  Room  Finishing 

structural  glass,  that  material  which 
has  proved  so  adaptable  to  theatre  front 
construction,  also  finds  ready  use  and 
complete  adaptability  to  rest  room  and 
toilet  construction  in  theatres.  Few  other 
materials  are  more  beautiful  and  colorful 
and  its  further  use  values  also  recommend 
it  for  this  purpose. 

Preferred  by  architects,  designers  and 
decorators  as  an  incomparable  material 
for  this  purpose,  whether  in  building  new 
or  modernizing  old  properties,  structural 
glass  gives  wide  scope  to  the  working  out 
of  harmonizing  or  contrasting  color 


schemes.  Ease  of  installation  is  another 
factor,  since  it  may  be  applied  right  over 
present  walls  with  no  tearing  out  of  plas- 
ter, no  muss  or  inconvenience  and  import- 
ant saving  in  labor  cost. 

Its  gleaming,  lustrous  surface  is  perma- 
nent, non-absorbent,  sanitary.  It  does  not 
stain,  absorb  odors  or  grow  dull  with  age. 
Its  easy  cleaning  and  sanitation  appeal  to 
the  janitor  as  well  as  the  theatre  owner.  A 
damp  cloth  is  all  that  is  required  to  main- 
tain its  original  luster. 


Candy  and  confections  are  popular  with 
theatre  patrons.  Install  a modern,  smart 
appearing  vending  machine  for  these  items 
and  the  extra  profits  will  be  a pleasant 
surprise. 


claimed,  has  a decided  safety  advantage  to 
persons  using  exits. 

The  globes  have  the  word  “EXIT”  im- 
printed on  all  sides  so  that  they  are  read- 
ily discerned  from  many  directions.  They 
are  available  with  either  3"  or  4"  letters 
on  red,  green  or  white  glass,  and  they  fit 
standard  wall  brackets.  They  may  also  be 
adapted  for  marking  elevators,  washrooms 
and  other  places.  The  new  globes  have  a 
distinctly  modern  appearance,  are  hand- 
fashioned  by  skilled  artisans  and  are  suit- 
able for  use  in  theatres  and  many  other 
public  places. 


Drinking  Fountains  on 
All-Important  Provision 

It’s  good  business  to  provide  customers 
with  thirst  quenching  satisfaction.  Cool, 
refreshing  drinking  water  in  clean,  sani- 
tary and  attractive  surroundings  culti- 
vates friendly  patron  relations.  A modern 
drinking  fountain  also  reduces  expenses 
and  brings  substantial  savings  when  com- 
pared with  many  old-fashioned  systems 
which  are  costly  and  wasteful.  Added  to 
the  savings  in  cleaning,  maintenance, 
time,  water  bills  and  cooling  costs,  a 
properly  designed  fountain  gives  prestige, 
improves  appearances  and  makes  sur- 
roundings look  up-to-date  and  healthful. 

Beautiful  furnishings  need  not  be  handi- 
capped with  ordinary  equipment,  or  re- 
quire expensive,  special  built  fountains. 
Many  of  the  new  drinking  fountains  com- 
bine beauty  with  efficiency;  styled  in  the 
modern  mode,  appealing  and  inviting. 
Today’s  competition  calls  for  customer 
comfort  and  convenience.  By  providing 
this  service,  it  is  possible  to  gain  the 
profitable  advantage. 


Redo  Upholstered  Heywood  Wakefield  theatre 
chair  in  Madison  Square  Garden 


A tougher  test  of  a theatre  chair  upholstery  and 
a theatre  chair  is  hard  to  find!  REDO  on  a Hey- 
wood chair  was  chosen  for  the  Garden  because 
of  REDO’S  long  service-record  in  public  seating 
generally  and  the  theatre  industry  particularly.  For 
hard  service,  specify  CHASE  REDO  Upholstery. 

^ L.  C.  CHASE  AND  COMPANY 

HASE  295  FIFTH  AVENUE  • NEW  YORK  CITY 

Branches:  BOSTON.  DETROIT,  CHICAGO,  LOS  ANGELES 
Mills  at  SANFORD,  ME.,  READING,  MASS.,  TROY,  N.  H. 

Redo  Upholstery 
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Public  Reaction  Perpetuates  a 
Five-Year  Remodeling  Program 

A Wisconsin  exhibitor  tried  out  modernization  in  one  of  his 
houses  and  the  result  prompted  further  expansion  . . . . 
Pictures  and  particulars  on  the  latest  project  supplied  by 
MYLES  E.  BELONGIA,  the  architect. 


MT  is  always  gratifying  to  write  about 
theatre  modernization — even  more  than 
of  the  construction  of  entirely  new 
properties.  For  some  reason,  it  seems  to 
us,  renovation  of  old  houses  shows  more 
spirit,  more  feeling  for  tradition  and  more 
faith  in  the  future  of  show  business.  We 
like  modernization  programs. 

We  are  intrigued  by  the  “before  and 
after”  aspect  of  theatre  modernization 
projects.  There’s  something  almost  magic 
about  the  metamorphosis  of  a tawdry, 
antedated  or  nondescript  old  theatre  into 
a thing  of  beauty  and  character  which 
proves  inviting  alike  to  both  old  and  new 
patrons.  And  there  is  not  a single  case 
on  record  where  modernization  has  not 
been  successful  in  this  respect. 

A Confirming  Case 

Sort  of  giving  further  credence  to  our 
arguments  for  old  theatre  property 
modernization  as  a business  promotion 


medium  is  the  activity  of  Aug.  C.  Berk- 
holtz  of  Wisconsin,  a showman  who  has 
proved  conclusively  to  himself  that 
modernity  in  show  places  pays.  Mr.  B. 
practices  what  we  preach. 

Mr.  Berkholtz  is  the  owner  of  a trio  of 
successful  theatres  in  small  towns  of  Wis- 
consin; the  West  Bend  and  Mermac  thea- 
tres in  West  Bend,  and  the  Rivoli  Theatre 
at  Two  Rivers.  Because  of  his  action 
and  farsightedness,  each  of  these  houses 
is  an  example  of  planned  modernization 
and  not  one  of  them  was  a very  pretty 
sight  nor  very  efficient  either  before  the 
remodeling  took  place. 

A veteran  of  over  twenty-five  years  of 
theatre  experience,  Augie  Berkholtz  is  one 
of  our  favorite  topics  for  success  stories. 
He  was  “our  hero”  in  August  of  1936, 
when  The  Modern  Theatre  section  carried 
an  account  of  the  modernization  of  his 
West  Bend  Theatre,  including  a new  and 


most  efficient  air  conditioning  system — 
an  event  which  introduced  the  venerable 
Gordon  H.  Simmons  to  us  and  to  our 
readers. 

Then  again  in  October  of  1938  Mr. 
Berkholtz  came  forward  with  the  $15,000 
complete  remodeling  of  his  Mermac  Thea- 
tre which  was  featured  herein  as  an  out- 
standing example  of  small  theatre  renova- 
tion for  greater  appeal  to  patrons.  So 
gratifying  were  the  boxoffice  results  of 
this  project  that  he  decided  to  do  it  again 
— and  now  we  have  his  latest  move  for 
progress,  the  Rivoli  Theatre  modernization, 
for  discussion  only  four  years  after  his 
debut  in  these  pages. 

The  Result  Envisioned 

The  Rivoli  Theatre  modernization  was 
a plaimed  project.  In  every  respect,  the 
remodelers  knew  just  where  they  were 
going  and  exactly  how  they  would  get 
there.  Myles  E.  Belongia  of  Shorewood,  / 
the  architect,  was  commissioned  by  Mr.  { 
Berkholtz  to  redesign  and  supervise  the  \ 
job  and  because  of  astute  planning  the 
theatre  was  not  closed  down  at  any  time, 
despite  somewhat  baffling  structural 
changes  incident  to  the  adding  of  a 
balcony. 

The  expenditure  of  $20,000  on  this  re- 
modeling project  assured  adequacy  in 
every  respect  both  as  to  structural 
changes,  furnishings  and  new  equipment. 
Work  was  started  on  April  15  and  com- 
pleted June  1,  at  which  almost  rec- 
ord time  a grand  opening  was  held,  and  to 
further  elicit  the  interest  of  patrons  in 
the  changes  that  had  been  wrought,  the 
Rivoli  held  “Open  House”  two  afternoons, 
when  the  place  was  fully  lighted  and 
visitors  could  inspect  the  improvements 
first-hand.  The  public  exhibition  of 
modernity  is  always  a success. 

From  front  to  rear,  the  renovation  was 
most  comprehensive.  A streamlined  all- 
glass boxoffice  dresses  up  the  front  en- 


A convenient  and  modern  foyer  with 
enlarged  rest  rooms  adjacent  thereto 
resulted  from  structural  changes  in  the 
modernizing  plans  for  the  Rivoli  Thea- 
tre in  Two  Rivers,  Wisconsin.  Note 
sanitary  drinking  fountain  in  the  im- 
mediate foreground. 


trance  and  other  innovations  were  added 
at  that  point  also  to  practically  change 
the  entire  appearance  of  the  facade.  The 
outer  lobby  was  entirely  refinished  in  wood 
veneer  to  give  an  interesting  modern  effect 
and  the  new  fluorescent  type  lighting  fix- 
tures were  employed  throughout  the  house. 

As  a result  of  structural  changes  incident 
to  the  addition  of  a stadium-type  balcony, 
space  was  provided  for  a new  foyer  and 
enlargement  of  the  ladies’  and  men’s  rest 
rooms.  The  ladies’  room  now  has  an  ante- 
room for  cosmetic  considerations  and 
beautiful  new  plumbing  fixtures  were  in- 
stalled in  both  toilet  rooms. 

Luxurious  carpeting  of  modern  design 
and  in  complete  harmony  with  the  simpli- 
fied redecoration  of  the  house  was  pro- 
vided and  its  richness  lends  further  satis- 
faction to  the  Rivoli’s  refurbishing  success 
story.  A stairway  to  the  balcony  is  located 
in  the  new  foyer  and  since  the  balcony  is 
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only  8V2  feet  above  the  foyer  section,  the 
arrangement  is  quite  compact. 

Convenience  Increased 

An  unusual  and  unique  situation  was  en- 
countered in  providing  a balcony  for  the 
Rivoli  Theatre.  Although  there  is  but 
slight  difference  in  seating  capacity,  the 
rearrangement  gives  more  convenient  ac- 
cess and  better  sight  lines  within  the 
auditorium.  New  seats  in  the  balcony 
are  of  the  latest  type  and  under  the  new 
arrangement  greater  space  has  been  pro- 
vided between  rows. 

To  construct  the  balcony  without  clos- 
ing the  theatre  at  any  time,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  use  practical  engineering  skill  and 
ingenuity.  Using  a system  of  band  irons 
and  clamps,  commonly  employed  in  large 
construction  projects,  to  support  the  forms 
from  the  structural  steel  members,  clear 

As  a result  of  engineering  skill  and 
ingenuity,  a balcony  seating  225  per- 
sons was  added  to  the  Rivoli  Theatre 
without  closing  its  doors  during  the 
complete  renovation  of  the  house. 
Comfort,  beauty  and  greater  conven- 
ience for  patrons  are  now  outstandingly 
evident  throughout  the  entire  house. 

space  below  the  shoring  was  left  available 
for  access.  And  while  construction  was  in 
progress,  a special  crew  of  eight  men  was 
engaged  to  go  through  the  building  after 
each  day’s  work  to  clean  each  seat  and  put 
the  house  in  apple  pie  order. 

The  balcony,  of  a semi-stadium  type, 
was  designed  to  fit  the  structure  without 
unnecessary  building  changes.  Aisles  and 
passages  to  it  are  so  arranged  that  the 
view  from  any  seat  is  never  obstructed 
by  moving  patrons.  The  new  provision 
seats  225  persons  and  is  considered  a most 
advantageous  part  of  the  house  by  the 
customers. 

Lighting  in  the  auditorium  is  most  in- 
teresting and  highly  efficient.  The  new 
fluorescent  treatment  was  used  most  ef- 
fectively. Its  use  in  aisles  of  both  the 
main  floor  and  balcony  is  a substantial  aid 
to  incoming  patrons  looking  for  seats,  and 
in  this  particular  it  serves  also  to  high- 
light the  beauty  of  carpeting  in  the  aisles. 

Air  Conditioned  Too 

Always  a strong  believer  in  the  practice 
of  proper  air  conditioning  within  theatres 
as  an  aid  to  patronage  appeal,  Augie  Berk- 
holtz  had  the  latest  equipment  for  ventil- 
ating and  cooling  installed  in  his  re- 


IDENTIFICATION 
(lUvoli  Theatre) 

ARCHITECT:  Myles  E.  Belongla. 

CARPET;  Alexander  Smith  & Sons  Carpet  Co. 

CONSTRUCTION  ACCESSORIES:  Construction 
Accessories  Co. ; Superior  Concrete  Accessories, 
Inc. 

COOLING  COILS;  Trane  Company. 

DIRECTIONAL  GRILLES:  Tuttle  & Bailey,  Inc. 

DIRECTIONAL  LIGHTING:  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Co. 

DOOR  HARDWARE:  Payson  Mfg.  Co, 

FILTERS:  American  Air  Filter  Co.,  Inc. 

FINISH  HARDWARE:  Sargent  Hardware  Co. 

FLUORESCENT  FIXTURES:  Westinghouse  Elec- 
tric & Mfg.  Co. 

WOOD  VENEER;  Marsh  Wall  Products  Co. 

Additional  particulars  on  the  project  may  be  se- 
cured upon  request  to  The  Modern  Theatre  In- 
formation Bureau. 


modeled  Rivoli.  Now  delightful  atmospheric 
conditions  maintain  at  all  times  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  owner  and  patrons 
alike. 

Other  new  equipment  for  greater  ef- 
ficiency and  better  operation  was  included 


in  the  modernization  program  for  the 
Rivoli,  which  now  takes  its  place  as  one 
of  the  finest  small  theatres  in  the  Badger 
state.  And  its  owner  is  just  as  proud  of 
his  accomplishment  in  this  instance  as  he 
was  in  the  two  projects  which  preceded  it. 


THEATRE  MODERNIZING  GUIDE 

Through  the  co-operation  of  our  affiliated  architects,  leading  manufac- 
turers, their  engineers,  designers,  dealers,  contractors  and  others,  a ma- 
jority of  whom  are  active  members  of  The  Modern  Theatre  Rlanning 
Institute,  we  are  prepared  to  assist  the  theatre-owner  in  selection  and 
application  of  all  commodities  and  services  needed  in  remodeling  and 
modernizing  by  placing  him  in  touch  with  dependable  sources  of  sup- 
ply. As  sponsor  of  the  Institute,  we  strive  to  impartially  relay  each 
inquiry  only  to  sources  of  reliable  information.  However,  we  do  not 
guarantee  all  statements  or  claims  made  in  connection  with  products 
offered. 


MAIL  THIS  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  Planning  Institute,  10-12-40 

Room  334 — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111. 

Gentlemen:  Without  cost  or  obligation  please  arrange  to  have  data  supplied  to  us 
covering  the  following  subjects: 


□ Acoustics 

□ Air  Conditioning 

□ Amplifiers 

□ Architectural  Service 

□ Carpets 

□ Cleaning  Equipment 

□ Complete  Remodeling 


□ Decorating 

□ Heating  Equipment 

□ Lighting  Fixtures 

□ Lounge  Furniture 

□ Plumbing  Fixtures 

□ Projectors 

□ Projection  Lamps 


□ Screens 

□ Seating 

□ Signs  and  Marquees 

□ Sound  Equipment 

□ Theatre  Fronts 

□ Ticket  Machines 

□ Other  Subjects 


Theatre 
Address 
City  


Seating  Capacity. 


Signed 


(Owner-Manager) 


State. 
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NEW  SEAT  CATALOG 
NOW  READY  — WRITE 

Pictures  and  describes 
all  types  Peabody  The- 
atre Seats.  Attractive 
modern  designs.  Comfort- 
able quality  seats  for 
every  theatre  need.  Free 
Catalog  sent  on  request. 

Peabody  Seating  Co. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

for  Bigger  Box  Office  Receipts 


CARRIER  CORPORATION— SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


LOUNGE  FURNITURE 

SPECIALISTS  in  SMART  MODERN  or 
PERIOD  FURNITURE  for  THEATRE 
LOBBIES  and  LOUNGES. 

DAVIDSON  LTD. 

420  N.  Orleans  St.  Chicago 


HOWTO  tool  and  ventilate  your  theatre  e(onomi(ally: 

Install  REYNOLDS  BLOWERS 

Quiet  • Vibrationless 

13  tires.  1,500  to  30,000  cfm.  $22  50  up.  including  vorioblo 
speed  drive,  belts  ond  motor  pulleys.  Fofnir  boll  beorings 
set  in  solid  rubber  pillow  blocks.  Write  for  free  literoture. 

REYNOLDS  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

412  Prospect  Ave.,  N.  E.  - Grand  Ropids,  Michigors 

"T 


A COO  BUYS  A COMPLETE. 

modern  sound  system 

SOUNDHEADS  with  the  "GYROFILTER" 

and  All  Film  Travel  on  Rotatingr  Surfaces, 
AMPLIFIERS  with  Copper  Oxide  Rectified  DC 
Exciter  Supply,  WIDE  RANGE  SPEAKERS. 

THE  BALLANTYNE  COMPANY 
222  NO.  16TH  ST.  OMAHA,  NEBR. 


IT'S  GOOD  BOX-OFFICE 

to  seat  patronage  on  securely  an- 
chored seats! 

SUPREME  EXPANSION  BOLTS 

should  be  specified  for  new  seating 
and  repairs. 

Offered  by  all  better  theatre  supply 
dealers 

The  Chicago  Expansion  Bolt  Co. 

134  S.  Clinton  St.  Chicago,  111. 


IRWIN  SEATING 

famous  for  its 

“NECK  TO  KNEE”  COMFORT 

AND  SNAPPY  APPEARANCE 

IRWIN  SEATING  COMPANY 

(iraiHl  UupidM,  Mifli. 

Distributed  by  National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 


MODERN  THEATRE  LICHTING 

it  will  pay  you  to  modernize  now, 
with  new  up  to  the  minute  lighting 
fixtures.  Sidewall,  ceiling  and  exit 
fixtures  designed  for  beauty  and  soft 
colored  effects.  Special  fixtures  made 
to  order.  Write  for  descriptive  litera- 
ture. 

MODERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

320  Douglas  St.,  N.  W. 

Grand  Rapids Michigan 


IN  ANSWERING  THESE  ADS 
PLEASE  TELL  'EM  WHERE 
YOU  SAW  IT 


A Page 

Adler  Silhouette  Letter  Co.  62 

Advance  Manufacturing  Co 69 

American  Seating  Co 42 

Anemostat  Corp.  of  America  68 

Automatic  Devices  Co 68 

B 

Ballantyne  Company  76 

Best  Devices  Company  62 

Brenkert  Light  Projection  Co 63 

C 

Carrier  Corporation  76 

Chase,  L.  C.,  <S  Co.,  Inc 73 

Chicago  Expansion  Bolt  Co 76 

Chicago  Hardware  Foundry  Co 49 

D 

Da-Lite  Screen  Co.,  Inc 59 

Davidson,  Ltd 76 

Dayton  Safety  Ladder  Co 50 

F 

Forest,  Inc 61 
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General  Electric  Co.  (Air  Conditioning)  67 


General  Electric  Co.  (Appliances) 41 

General  Electric  Co.  (Mazda  Lamps) 55 

General  Seating  Co 76 

G-M  Laboratories,  Inc 62 
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Hertner  Electric  Co 59 
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I 
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A LESSON  IN 

FOR  THE  OWNERS  OF  SMALL  TH~  ~ 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation 

ucc 


V’  "SwV’^®’^  ’r  ^nc. 

ds  ^ Con'P*"^' 


Carbon  Sains  Division,  Cleveland,  Ohio 


GENERAL  OFFICES 
3o  East  42od  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

BRANCH  SALES  OFFICES 
New  York,  Pitttburgh, Chicago,  St.  Louis,  San  Francisco 


THE®ATRON 


STEAM 


BETTER  PROJECTION  PAYS 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

INTERNATIONAL  PROJEaOR 
CORPORATION 

88-96  GOLD  STREET,  NEW  YORK.  N.Y. 

F 


GIVES  MORE  LIGHT 

and 

BETTER  DEFINITIOX 

AT  NO  ADDITIONAL 
CURRENT  COST 

# The  increase  in  light  with  Simplex  E-7  can  be  seen  with  the 
naked  eye,  and  the  improved  definition  adds  to  the  patron's 
enjoyment  of  the  picture.  This  improved  light  is  due  to  the 
Simplex  E-7  Synchronized  Front  and  Rear  Shutters  which  give 
more  light  and  a cleaner,  sharper  picture  without  extra  cost 
for  current. 

OTHER  IMPORTANT  ADVANTAGES  OF  SIMPLEX  £-7  WHICH 
ARE  MONEY-SAVING  FEATURES  AND  ALSO  ADD  TO  THE 
ENTERTAINMENT  VALUE  OF  THE  PICTURE. 


INTERMITTENT  MOVEMENT  — Readily  re- 
movable. Intermittent  oil  cushion  permits  closer 
tolerance  between  cam  ring  and  star  wheel, 
and  increases  shock  absorption.  Reduces  Vi- 
bration. 

ONE-SHOT  OILING  SYSTEM^  Automatic- 
ally supplies  the  correct  amount  of  filtered  oil 
-under  pressure  — and  eliminates  faulty  lu- 
brication. 

DEMOUNTABLE  FILM  TRAP  — Only  two 
screws  to  loosen  and  film  trap  comes  out. 
Greatly  lessens  the  possibility  of  film  scratch- 
ing. 

AUTOMATIC  FIRE  SHUTTER  SAFETY  TRIP 

Releases  fire  shutter  when  film  remains  sta- 
tionary. Cuts  off  light  and  heat  at  aperture. 
ABSOLUTE  FIRE  SAFETY. 

REMOVABLE  FILM  GATE  — Readily  de- 
mountable for  cleaning  and  adjustment. 

FILM  GATE  STUDS  — Gate  wobble  elimi- 
nated. Help  steady  the  image.  Proof  against 
wear. 


SERVICE  SDPPL 


QUALITY 


CONE-SHAPED  PAD  SPRINGS  — Pad  keeps 
both  edges  of  film  under  equal  tension.  Re- 
duces sprocket  wear. 

OVERSIZE  DRIVE  GEARS  — Place  pressure 
of  operation  where  it  causes  least  wear.  Longer 
life  — easier  maintenance. 

SHUTTER  SYNCHRONIZING  DEVICE— Pre- 
vents backlash  and  travel  ghost  caused  by 
wear  in  shutter  assemblies. 

STUDIO  TYPE  GUIDES  — Prevents  side  sway 
of  film. 

ILLUMINATED,  WHITE  INTERIOR— Dirt  can 
be  easily  seen  and  promptly  removed. 

REAR  SHUTTER  COOLING  FINS  — Insure 
much  cooler  film  path. 

RING  TYPE  GOVERNOR  FOR  FIRE  SHUT- 
TER — Bind-proof,  silent. 

INTERMITTENT  MOVEMENT  OIL  SYSTEM 
— Reservoir  can  be  filled  from  either  side. 

AIR  DEFLECTOR  AND  APERTURE  COOL- 
ING UNIT  — Stabilizes  arc;  reduces  heat  at 
aperture. 


DISTRIBUTED  BY 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY 
COMPANY 


BRANCHES  IN  PRINCIPAL  CITIES 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Studying  Report  on 
Extra  Situation 


Cast  Credits  in  Pictures — 

On  the  set  of  “Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop,”  Richard  A.  Rowland’s  first  picture 
for  UA  release,  are,  left  to  right:  William  Gargan,  male  lead;  Producer 
Richard  A.  Rowland;  Bess  Streeter  Aldrich,  author  of  the  novel;  Martha 
Scott,  star  of  the  film;  and  Tay  Garnett,  director. 


Now  being  scrutinized  by  producers  and 
the  Screen  Actors  Guild  is  the  long-await- 
ed report  concerning  the  extra-player  situ- 
ation, together  with  recommendations  as 
to  how  their  status  and  earning  power  may 
be  revised  and  improved.  The  report,  sub- 
mitted by  the  producer-SAG  standing 
committee  after  exhausting  research,  was 
presented  to  studio  executives  at  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  producers  associa- 
tion and  immediately  thereafter  was 
turned  over  to  the  SAG  directorate.  It 
suggests,  principally: 

1.  Injection  of  new  blood  into  extra 
ranks  annually  or  when  studio  require- 
ments are  deemed  sufficient  to  warrant  it. 

2.  Elimination  of  so-called  “casual”  ex- 
tras who  worked  10  days  or  less  in  1939, 
giving  more  work  to  players  who  depend 
upon  studio  calls  entirely  for  their  liveli- 
hood. Adoption  of  this  recommendation 
would  eliminate  some  4,500  players. 

3.  All  casting  to  be  cleared  through  Cen- 
tral Casting  Corp.  and  all  information  and 
statistics  on  extras  to  be  maintained  there, 
eliminating  independent  casting  agencies 
and  ending  direct  calls  from  studio  to 
player. 

4.  Appointment  of  one  producer  and  one 
SAG  representative  to  work  with  the 
standing  committee  in  executing  the  fore- 
going recommendations. 

Earlier,  the  SAG  was  in  receipt  of  a re- 
port from  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  producers 
association  president,  clarifying  the  many 
rumors  concerning  the  “influx”  of  refugees 
into  studio  positions.  Of  19,511  persons 
regularly  employed  in  eight  major  studios 
as  of  August  31,  Freeman  declared,  only 
18  can  be  classified  as  refugees — i.  e.,  per- 
sons who  have  come  to  the  United  States 
since  January  1,  1938,  from  any  Fascist- 
dominated  countries.  Furthermore,  only 
four  of  the  18  are  actors,  the  report  as- 
serted. 

Other  SAG  activities: 

The  Guild  is  preparing  to  test  3,000 
players  listed  as  cowboys  and  riders,  with 
a view  to  eliminating  himdreds  who  do  not 
come  up  to  studio  specifications.  This 
move  is  in  line  with  the  plan  to  determine 
individual  ability. 

Executive  board  of  the  Screen  Writers 
Guild  met  to  complete  final  plans  for  plac- 
ing the  new  SWG-producer  contract  into 
effect.  Report  was  also  made  on  the 
progress  being  made  by  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  nominate  officers  and  directors 
to  be  elected  next  month. 

A mass  meeting  of  2,000  studio  police- 
men, firemen,  janitors,  watchmen  and 
other  service  employes  was  held  October  11 
with  Aubrey  Blair,  American  Federation 
of  Labor  organizer,  presiding.  First  steps 
toward  formulating  an  organization  were 
taken  and  plans  were  drafted  to  frame  a 


basic  agreement  for  submission  to  pro- 
ducers. 

Studio  title  artists  are  seeking  a new 
contract  calling  for  a guarantee  of  52 
weeks  consecutive  employment,  first  such 
pact  to  be  submitted  to  producers.  The 
Screen  Publicists  Guild,  due  to  open  nego- 
tiations on  contract  amendments  shortly, 
will  ask  that  a “war  clause,”  guaranteeing 
its  members’  jobs  in  case  they  are  drafted, 
be  written  in. 

Producers  have  rejected  the  Society  of 
Motion  Picture  Film  Editor’s  request  that 
editors  on  call,  now  receiving  a $150  week- 
ly minimum,  be  included  in  the  10  per 
cent  wage  boosts  to  be  given  other  classi- 
fications. 

Producers'  Attention 
Focused  on  Extras 

All  other  matters  were  more  or  less 
brushed  aside  at  the  regular  monthly 
meeting  of  the  producers  association  Octo- 
ber 7 when  a comprehensive  report  on 
problems  of  extra  players  and  recommen- 
dations for  a solution  were  presented  by 
the  Standing  Committee  comprising  repre- 
sentatives of  producers  and  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild.  Coming  after  many  months 
of  exhaustive  research  and  statistical  com- 
pilation, the  report  is  to  be  thoroughly 
studied  by  the  producers’  association,  with 
the  probability  that  one  or  more  producers 
will  be  appointed  to  work  with  SAG  ex- 
ecutives in  executing  the  recommenda- 
tions. Chief  among  the  points  established 
are: 

1.  Preferential  treatment  of  experienced 
extras. 

2.  All  casting  to  be  done  through  Cen- 
tral Casting  Corp.  and  all  data  and  in- 
formation and  extras  to  be  localized  there. 

3.  Examination  of  all  “casual”  extras 
who  worked  10  days  or  less  in  1939,  plus 
the  introduction  of  new  blood  into  extra 


Root  for  Roosevelt — 

Three  of  the  Hollywood  notables  who 
are  organizing  the  industry’s  vote  for 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and  Henry  A. 
Wallace.  Left  to  right;  Ralph  Block, 
secretary  of  the  Hollywood  for  Roose- 
velt Committee;  Jack  Connolly,  vice- 
chairman  of  the  motion  picture  divi- 
sion of  the  Democratic  National  Com- 
mittee; Bryan  Foy,  Hollywood  for 
Roosevelt  Committee  treasurer. 


ranks  annually  when  requirements  war- 
rant it. 

Producers  in  the  meeting  touched  also 
upon  final  plans  for  the  industry’s  partici- 
pation in  the  annual  Community  Chest 
drive,  which  gets  under  way  October  14. 
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Dinner  Honors  Mayer 
Before  Chest  Drive 


Just  a week  before  the  opening  of  the 
annual  Community  Chest  drive  October  15, 
80  executives  representing  Hollywood’s 
studios,  unions,  guilds  and  crafts  on  the 
permanent  charities  committee  convened 
to  honor  Louis  B.  Mayer,  chairman  of  the 
industry’s  chest  drive,  at  a dinner  and  dis- 
cussional  meeting. 

Attending  were:  Harry  Rapf,  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  Darryl  Zanuck,  Sam  Katz,  Hari’y 
Cohn,  Sam  Briskin,  Henry  Ginsberg,  Wil- 
liam Goetz,  E.  H.  Goldstein,  Hal  Wallis, 
Frank  N.  Rush,  Paul  Yost,  Don  Cham- 
bers, J.  R.  McDonough,  J.  P.  McGowan. 
Sheridan  Gibney,  Dore  Schary,  Eddie  Selt- 
zer, Jock  Lawrence,  Carey  Wilson,  Frank 
Whitbeck,  Harry  Maislish,  Lesley  Mason, 
Harry  Brand,  Reeves  Espy,  Bert  Allenberg, 
Ida  Koverman,  Frank  Capra,  Y.  Frank 
Freeman,  Harry  Warner,  Jack  Warner, 
Frank  Seltzer,  John  LeRoy  Johnston, 
Howard  Strickling,  Steve  Newsman,  Jules 
Stein,  Ralph  Morgan,  Walt  Disney,  James 
R.  Paige,  Barrett  Kie.sling,  Robert  Poole, 
M.  J.  Siegel,  Charles  Skouras,  Mike  Levee, 
Kenneth  Thomson  and  Abe  Lastfogel. 

Machinery  for  the  drive  has  been  set  up 
and  various  sub-committees  are  organized 
and  ready  to  begin  functioning  when 
Mayer  gives  the  signal. 

Unprecedentedly  successful  was  the 
“Chinese  Garden  Festival”  staged  at  Pick- 
fair  by  the  China  Aid  Council,  with  Rosa- 
lind Russell  in  charge  of  arrangements. 
More  than  2,000  attended  and  approxi- 
mately $6,000  was  collected,  all  of  which 
will  go  to  Chinese  war  oimhans  and  the 
recently  bombed  Orthopedic  Hospital  in 
Kweiyang.  A fashion  show  featured  such 
models  as  Dorothy  Lamour,  Anna  May 
Wong,  Barbara  and  Gloria  Brewster,  Mary 
Healy,  Patricia  Morison  and  Gertrude 
Niesen.  Miss  Russell’s  committee  included 
Dolores  Del  Rio.  Cesar  Romero,  Mary 
Martin,  Kay  Aldrich,  Mary  Beth  Hughes, 
Gwynne  Pickford,  Margaret  Tallichet. 
William  Bakewell,  Dorris  Bowdon  and 
Princess  Der  Ling. 

Y.  Frank  Freeman  and  Bob  Hope  have 
planed  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  appear  as 
euests  of  honor  at  a gigantic  Red  Cross 
benefit.  They  are  being  hosted  by  M.  A. 
Liehtman,  president  of  the  Malco  Theatre 
circuit. 


Order  300  Technicolor 
Prints  of  "'Bagdad" 

Technicolor  has  received  orders  from 
Alexander  Korda  for  300  prints  of  “The 
Thief  of  Bagdad,”  to  be  ready  for  national 
release  Christmas  week,  in  accordance  with 
instructions  received  by  Korda  from  Mur- 
ray Silverstone,  United  Artists  chieftain. 
Prints  are  to  be  delivered  when  the  film 
has  completed  its  roadshow  engagements. 

The  Los  Angeles  roadshow  at  the  Car- 
thay  Circle,  opening  October  17.  will  be 
followed  by  two-a-day  runs  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  and  Ottawa,  Canada. 


Cinecolor,  Forum  Deal 

Cinecolor  has  contracted  to  process 
some  10,000,000  feet  of  natural-color  edu- 
cational film  to  be  produced  annually  by 
Forum  Films,  Inc.  First  prints  will  be 
ready  for  delivery  in  three  weeks,  accord- 
ing to  President  James  Burkett  of  Forum. 


An  Intensive  Schedule 
Is  Charted  by  Sherman 


An  intensive  schedule  wherein  five  pic- 
tures will  be  shot  in  rapid  succession  has 
been  charted  for  Harry  Sherman  to  fill 
out  his  Paramount  release  dates.  Sherman 
is  stepping  on  the  gas  to  make  up  for  time 
lost  since  William  Boyd,  who  stars  in  his 
“Hopalong  Cassidy”  westerns,  incurred  a 
leg  injury  nearly  five  months  ago. 

To  be  completed  immediately  is  “Doomed 
Caravan,”  which  was  halted  at  the  time 
of  Boyd’s  injury.  It  will  be  followed  im- 
mediately by  “Timber  Wolves,”  which 
Howard  Bretherton  will  direct.  Then  Les- 
ley Selander  takes  over  to  pilot  “Border 
Vigilantes.”  Following  a one-day  interval 
work  will  begin  on  “The  Buckaroo,”  which 
Darwin  Abrams  will  direct;  when  this  is 
completed  Selander  will  roll  “The  Parson 
of  Panamint,”  one  of  Sherman’s  specials 
for  the  year. 

Gene  Towne  and  Graham  Baker’s  The 
Play’s  the  Thing  Productions  will  roll  its 
next  for  RKO  Radio  release,  “How  to  Meet 
a Man,”  October  30. 

President  Harry  Rathner  has  signed 
George  Houston,  singer-actor,  to  headline 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.’s  group  of  six 
“Lone  Rider”  musical  westerns.  Sigmund 
Neufeld,  currently  producing  PRC’s  “Billy 
the  Kid”  and  Tim  McCoy’s  “Frontier 
Marshal”  series,  will  be  in  charge  of  pro- 
duction. Shooting  on  “Heaven  on  a 
Dime,”  Producer  Jed  Buell’s  first  for  PRC, 
is  down  for  an  approximate  October  20 
start,  and  the  company  has  taken  an  op- 
tion on  “You’ll  Be  Sorry,”  comedy  by 
Gisdon  True. 

'Tlirough  a deal  made  by  Leon  Fromkess, 
export  manager,  PRC  has  secured  for  dis- 
tribution in  Latin  America  several  French 
films  made  before  the  war  and  a number 
of  Stacey  Woodward  novelty  shorts  for  dis- 
tribution in  Central  and  South  America. 


PRC  Publicity  Quarters 

Harry  Rathner,  president  of  Producers 
Releasing  Corp..  has  set  up  a permanent 
advertising  and  publicity  office  in  the  Pal- 
mer Building  at  6362  Hollywood  Blvd. 
Eddy  Graneman  is  in  charge,  a.ssisted  by 
Patricia  Mitchell,  formerly  a freelance 
scripter. 


Horne  in  Hollywood  for 
A Look  at  "Fantasia" 

Here  to  take  a look  at  Walt  Disney’s 
“Fantasia”  in  its  completed  form  before 
it  opens  in  New  York  in  November  is  Hal 
Horne,  Disney’s  eastern  representative. 
Horne  was  accompanied  to  the  coast  by 
Richard  Condon.  Disney  publicity  direc- 
tor, and  Jack  Pegler,  advertising  agency 
executive. 

Sidney  R.  Kent,  president  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, checked  in  for  his  annual  mid- 
season huddles  with  Darryl  Zanuck,  Wil- 
liam Goetz.  Joseph  Schenck  and  other 
studio  executives.  He  is  looking  over  com- 
pleted product  for  1940-41,  which  includes 
24  Pictures  now  in  the  can.  and  is  setting 
budgets  and  story  lineups  for  the  balance 
of  the  season. 

Louis  B.  Mayer  is  back  at  his  M-G-M 
dpsk  after  ten  days  of  conferences  in  New 
York  -with  eastern  executives  on  release 
nlans  for  fall  and  winter  product.  Also 
back  in  town  is  Edward  Small,  who  went 
east  three  weeks  ago  to  talk  over  his  fu- 
ture plans  vdth  United  Artists  officials. 

To  wind  up  final  details  of  Monopram’s 
move  to  the  west  coast.  President  W.  Ray 
Johnsfnn  checked  out  for  a week’s  stay  in 
New  York.  Upon  his  return.  Johnston 
will  be  aceompanied  by  Tliomas  J.  Loach, 
vice-president,  marking  the  completion  of 
the  company’s  shift  to  Hollywood. 


"Tugboat  Annie"  to 
Debut  in  Tacoma 


World  premiere  of  Warner’s  “Tugboat 
Annie  Sails  Again”  is  set  for  October  18  at 
the  Roxy,  Blue  Mouse  and  Music  Box  thea- 
tres in  Tacoma,  Wash.  Marjorie  Rambeau 
and  Alan  Hale,  who  have  toplines  in  the 
picture,  will  head  a Hollywood  contingent 
attending  the  affair.  Marty  Weiser,  War- 
ner field  exploitation  man,  has  been  dis- 
patched to  'Tacoma  to  set  up  headquarters 
for  handling  the  event. 

Paramount  expects  that  the  population 
of  Regina,  Saskatchewan,  will  be  doubled 
for  the  world  premiere  of  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  October  21.  From  Holly- 
wood will  go  Madeleine  Carroll,  Preston 
Foster,  Lynne  Overman.  Robert  Preston 
and  William  H.  Pine.  Following  the  Re- 
gina premiere,  the  Cecil  B.  DeMille  pro- 
duction will  have  its  American  debut  Octo- 
ber 24  in  Chicago  as  the  highlight  of  a 
three-day  civic  celebration  and  will  be  at- 
tended by  Paulette  Goddard,  DeMille  and 
Gary  Cooper  in  addition  to  the  stars  who 
will  be  on  hand  after  their  Regina  appear- 
ances. DeMille  will  be  the  key  speaker 
on  a coast-to-coast  hookup. 

World  premiere  of  RKO  Radio’s  “They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted”  was  held  Octo- 
ber 8 at  the  Golden  Gate  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. Charles  Laughton,  who  co-stars  in 
it  with  Carole  Lombard,  headed  a delega- 
tion of  players  making  appearances,  in- 
cluding Olympe  Bradna,  Anne  Shirley, 
ZaSu  Pitts,  William  Gargan.  Leon  Errol, 
Tim  Holt  and  Linda  Hayes.  The  premiere 
was  supplemented  by  a block-long  grape 
festival  and  a private  preview  was  held 
October  7 for  motion  picture  editors  from 
Los  Angeles.  Denver,  Salt  Lake,  Portland, 
Seattle,  Spokane  and  Tacoma. 

The  street  festival  ran  continuously 
from  6 to  11  p.  m.  and  centered  around  a 
90-foot  tub  containing  three  tons  of  Napa 
grapes.  Participating  were  a 30-piece 
band,  accordion  band.  Latin  trio  of  enter- 
tainers and  20  dancing  girls.  Film  had  its 
eastern  premiere  at  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  in  New  York.  October  10.  Garson 
Kanin,  who  directed,  attended. 

Previously  announced  was  the  western 
premiere  of  Alexander  Korda’s  “The  Thief 
of  Bagdad”  at  the  Carthy  Circle,  October 
17.  It  follows  the  world  premiere  at  Warm 
Springs,  Georgia,  three  days  earlier. 


Sieael  to  Paramount  as 
Associate  Producer 

Effective  in  November.  Sol  C.  Siegel  has 
been  given  a term  contract  as  an  asso- 
ciate producer  at  Paramount.  He  moves 
over  from  Renublic.  with  which  studio  he 
has  been  affiliated  for  the  past  four  years. 
No  Paramount  assignment  has  been  given 
him  as  yet. 

Leaving  the  Paramount  nroductinn  ros- 
ter whpn  hi.s  contract  expires  shortly  will 
he  Andrew  L.  Stone.  Hi';  last  assignment 
fnr  the  company  was  “There’s  Magic  in 
Music”  completed  some  time  ago  but  not 
vet  released.  Stone  has  announced  no  fu- 
ture plans.  Also  checking  off  the  Para- 
mount lot  is  Olymne  Bradna,  starlet,  after 
a two-year  association. 

Binnie  Barnes  ha.s  obtained  a release 
from  her  acting  contract  at  20t,h  Centurv- 
Fox  and  nlans  to  freelance.  Her  last  nic- 
ture  for  Fox  was  “Davtime  Wife.”  made  a 
vear  ago.  since  which  she  has  been  on 
loanout  to  various  other  studios.  Also 
leaving  the  Westwood  plant,  after  two 
vpqrs  as  an  actor,  writer  and  director,  is 
Ricardo  Cortez. 
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From  the  news  columns  of  last  week’s 
Boxoffice  one  learns  of  an  excep- 
tionally praiseworthy  gesture  on  be- 
half of  genuine  Americanism,  jointly 
creditable  to  Greg  Carter,  co-owner  of  the 
Tele-View  Newsreel  Theatre  in  Hollywood, 
and  Charles  Skouras,  president  of  the  Fox 
West  Coast  circuit.  The  Carter-Skouras 
idea  merits  repetition,  if  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  to  project  the  opinion  that  it 
might  serve  as  an  example  to  be  followed 
by  Hollywood  preview  audiences,  the  studio 
members  of  which — geared  to  registering 
every  action  and  reaction  in  the  colossal 
manner — are  noticeably  among  the  worst 
offenders  in  the  thoughtless  practice  the 
plan  undertakes  to  eliminate. 

Carter  took  action  when  his  audiences 
began  to  mingle  boos  and  hisses  with  ap- 
plause as  clips  of  Wendell  Willkie  and 
President  Roosevelt  appeared  on  the  News- 
reel Theatre’s  screen  by  preparing  a spe- 
cial trailer  requesting  patrons  to  refrain 
from  Bronx  cheers.  It  met  with  such 
satisfactory  response  that  Skouras  pur- 
chased the  trailer  for  use  in  his  PWC 
houses.  The  clip  is  worded  as  follows: 

“An  appeal!  Ladies  and  gentlemen, 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and  Wendell  Willkie 
are  seeking  election  in  the  most  honorable 
office  in  these  United  States.  Both  are 
worthy  candidates  deserving  of  the  high- 
est respect.  Whenever  their  images  are 
flashed  on  the  screen,  applaud  to  your 
heart’s  content,  but  let’s  not  lose  true 
Americanism  by  booing  these  men  aspiring 
to  an  office  symbolic  of  the  flag  itself.” 


Phil  Gersdorf  reports  that  Eddie  Conrad 
has  been  taking  lessons  in  knife  throwing 
from  the  Great  Waymar,  former  sideshow 
performer,  for  his  role  of  the  frustrated 
dagger  hurler  in  “Chad  Hanna”  at  2Qth 
Century-Fox. 


SPEARHEADS 


Hy  h/an 


Had  not  the  Great  Waymar  been  avail- 
able, almost  any  of  Hollywood’s  talent 
agents  could  have  served  admirably. 


’’Margaret  Schnorr,  drama  editor  of  the 
Rochester  ’Post-Bulletin/  checked  in  at 
M-G-M  last  week  for  a series  of  production 
and  personality  stories,"  boast  Leo's  tom-tom 
beaters. 

Which  proceedings  Margaret  may  find  suf- 
ficiently boring  to  make  her  actions  fit  her 
name. 

Tradepaper  editorial  declares,  “It’s  time 
for  the  brains  in  this  business  to  let  their 
hair  down  and  get  together  in  one 
room  . . .” 

The  third  telephone  booth  at  the  Bilt- 
more  is  available. 

A new  high  in  confusing  screen  credits: 

Walter  Wanger 
Presents 

John  Ford’s  Production 


“The  Long  Voyage  Home” 
Produced  by  Argosy  Corporation 
Directed  by  John  Ford 
Released  Through  United  Artists 
At  least,  no  one  was  slighted. 


Bob  Bums  names  his  newest  son  Stephen 
Foster  Burns.  The  beloved  composer  will 
probably  turn  in  his  grave  every  time  the 
Bazooka  blares  henceforth. 


Ballyhoodlums:  Russell  Birdwell,  who 
is  doing  his  usual  efficient  job  in  arrang- 
ing for  the  premiere  of  Alexander  Korda’s 
“Thief  of  Bagdad,”  declares  that  18  citi- 
zens of  Bagdad,  Calif.,  will  be  flown  here 
for  the  feature’s  debut.  Can  it  be  that 
the  great  movie  mouthpiece  is  running  out 
of  ideas?  He’s  repeating  himself  in  this 
one,  having  staged  the  same  stunt  when 
he  transported  the  entire  population  of  a 
town  named  Zenda  to  the  premiere  of 
Selznick’s  “Prisoner  of  Zenda”  . . . Harry 
Slott,  freelancer,  manages  to  mention  a 
press-stopping  item  about  his  client.  It 
seems  that  Carl  Esmond  has  changed  his 
name  to  Charles  Esmond  . . . Not  until  this 
week  was  it  learned  that  Walter  Seltzer, 
one  of  the  more  competent  among  the 
younger  generation  of  orchid  growers,  has 
been  employed  for  more  than  three 
months  as  an  assistant  to  Lou  (Keep  It  a 
Secret)  Smith,  yarn-fabricator-in-chief  at 
Columbia  . . . Plenty  of  good  men  who 
were  after  the  job  were  disappointed  when 
Jock  Lawrence  was  selected  to  fill  Tom 
Pettey’s  vacated  spot  as  public  relations 
counsel  at  the  Hays  office.  And  while  sev- 
eral of  the  also-rans  might  have  been  just 
as  desirable,  it’s  a safe  bet  that  a better 
selection  could  not  have  been  made. 


Athletes,  Art,  Average,  Action 


Those  wild-eyed,  jittery  wrecks  one  ob- 
serves talking  to  themselves  in  front  of 
preview  theatres  these  balmy  California 
evenings  are  members  of  Hollywood’s 
hungry  reviewing  brigade.  Between 
“Knute  Rockne”  soirees  at  South  Bend 
(for  a select  few)  and  “They  Knew  What 
They  Wanted”  fracases  in  ’Frisco,  which 
were  the  hospitality  highlights  of  an  11- 
in-one-week  debuting  lineup,  the  little 
men  have,  indeed,  had  a busy  day. 

Regardless  of  the  extenuating  influences 
of  free  rides,  rum  and  rations,  the  War- 
ner entry  in  the  crowded  field  must  be  de- 
clared the  week’s  best.  There  have  been 
great  biographical  features  and  near-great 
football  pictures  aplenty.  The  film  ver- 
sion of  Rockne’s  like  combines  many  of 
the  best  elements  of  both.  Welded  into  a 
piece  of  surefire  entertainment  by  Pro- 
ducer Robert  Fellows  and  Director  Lloyd 
Bacon  are  the  highlights  of  the  famous 
coach’s  life  as  assembled  in  a straightfor- 
ward and  not  too  sentimentalized  script 
by  Robert  Buckner.  Pat  O’Brien  breathes 
life  and  sincerity  into  the  title  role  and 
the  supporting  cast  is  beyond  reproach. 

Two  other  first-division  contenders  were 
Metro’s  “Third  Finger,  Left  Hand”  and 
RKO  Radio’s  “They  Knew  What  They 
Wanted.”  They  don’t  come  much  faster 
or  funnier  than  the  former,  which  is  the 
slick,  smart,  sophisticated  type  of  roman- 
tic comedy  which  Leo  knows  so  well  how 
to  produce.  It  benefits  by  a sound  screen- 
play from  Lionel  Houser’s  typewriter,  a 
capable  cast,  well-paced  direction  by  Rob- 


ert Z.  Leonard  and  a production  mounting 
by  John  W.  Considine  jr.  that  leaves  noth- 
ing to  be  asked  for.  It  should  be  hailed 
with  joy  by  exhibitors  and  customers  alike. 

RKO  Radio’s  entry,  an  earthy  drama  of 
plain  folk  under  intense  and  unaccustomed 
emotional  stress,  contains  virtually  every 
element  to  appeal  to  a wide  range  of  en- 
tertainment tastes  and  looks  like  an  out- 
standing hit.  Tellingly  produced  by  Erich 
Pommer,  it  also  indicates  a sizeable  por- 
tion of  the  credit  must  go  to  Director  Gar- 
son  Kanin.  Robert  Ardrey’s  script,  taken 
from  the  Sidney  Howard  play,  is  launched 
on  a broad  comedy  note,  then  veers  to- 
ward deeper  dramatics  and  touches  trag- 
edy at  the  close.  Charles  Laughton  en- 
tirely dominates  a magnificent  supporting 
cast. 

* * * 

And  ah!  it  was  also  an  arty  week.  Wit- 
ness the  following  pair: 

Presented  by  Walter  Wanger  for  United 
Artists  release,  “The  Long  Voyage  Home” 
is  Producer-Director  John  Ford’s  initialer 
under  his  recently-organized  Argosy  Cor- 
poration banner.  It  is  indelibly  stamped 
with  the  veteran  pilot’s  characteristic  ac- 
centuation of  realism — although  the  strain 
of  attaining  it  at  times  is  evidenced  in 
unnecessary  footage.  The  picture  merits 
acclaim  technically,  but  has  no  distinct 
story  structure.  Rather,  Dudley  Nichols’ 
adaptation  of  several  Eugene  O’Neill  one- 
act  plays  emerges  as  a series  of  individual 
character  analyses  of  hard-bitten  seamen. 

Ben  Hecht  requires  plenty  of  footage,  in 


his  debut  as  writer-director-producer,  to 
dissect  Manhattan’s  heart  for  Columbia  in 
“Angels  Over  Broadway.”  Upon  indi- 
vidual tastes  will  depend  the  manner  in 
which  this  clinical  experiment  in  celluloid 
will  register.  Hecht’s  brittle,  biting  dia-r 
logue  and  his  success  in  at  least  creating 
something  different  should  reflect  to  the 
film’s  credit  with  more  venturesome  and 
sophisticated  patrons. 

* 4: 

A trio  of  above-average  programmers: 

Paramount’s  “Dancing  on  a Dime,”  in 
which  a musical  showcase  has  been  pro- 
vided for  some  of  its  younger  singing, 
dancing  and  acting  talent — including  a 
screen  newcomer,  Grace  MacDonald,  who 
displays  a pair  of  nimble  feet  and  con- 
siderable promise  as  a warbler.  Picture 
was  inexpensively  produced  by  A.  M.  Bots- 
ford  and  lacks  selling  names;  but  vigorous 
and  ingratiating  performances  should 
satisfy  the  customers.  Joseph  Santley  di- 
rected and  Maurice  Rapf,  Anne  Morrison 
Chapin  and  Allen  Rivkin  wrote  the  script 
from  a story  by  Jean  Lustig  and  Max 
Kolpe. 

Lupe  Velez  shares  the  billing,  but  Leon 
Errol,  in  a triple  role,  does  all  the  work  in 
“Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West,”  latest  in  the 
series  turned  out  by  RKO  Radio.  Script 
by  Charles  E.  Roberts  and  Jack  Townley, 
from  Roberts’  original,  assays  high  in 
hilarity  and  the  Cliff  Reid  production, 
speedily  directed  by  Leslie  Goodwins, 
(Continued  on  page  83) 
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Hoi  lifiv  ood — 

— Pe  rsonnelities 


Barnstormers 

Freelance 

JACKIK  COOGAN  opened  15-\veek  p.  a.  tour  in 
Vancouver,  B.  C..  October  7,  thence  to  Portland, 
Spokane,  Salt  Lake  City  and  other  key  spots. 

Metro 

MICKEY  KOONEY  due  in  from  p.  a.  tour  dur- 
ing which  he  set  records  in  Cleveland,  Pittsburgh, 
Washington  and  New  York. 

KEI)  SKEIvTON,  screen  and  radio  comedian, 
planes  to  New  York  for  a six-week  p.  a.  engage- 
ment at-  the  Paramount  Theatre. 

Paramount 

MOKRIS  AMvKlCVr,  VU'TOK  JOKY,  MORONI 
OR.SEN,  ADDISON  KICH.\RDS,  LEONA  ROB- 
ERTS, DORO  ADAMS,  JO.\N  WHEELER,  BYRON 
FOLGEK,  D.\NA  ANDREWS,  MARY  TODD, 
JEAN  INEES,  CH.AKI.ES  LANE  and  ANTHONY 
WARD,  grouped  as  “18  Actors,  Inc.,”  announced 
plans  to  begin  a tour  of  Southern  California  cities 
in  a series  of  plays,  in  a move  to  revive  interest 
in  the  legitimate  theatre.  Bookings  have  been 
set  in  Pasadena,  Redlands.  Santa  Barbara  and 
Ontario. 

Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

TIM  McCOY  to  check  out  after  Armistice  Day 
for  a series  of  mid-western  personal  appearances. 

Republic 

GENE  AUTKY  opened  p.  a.  engagement  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  Rodeo.  October  9.  He 
will  be  gone  about  five  weeks,  including  stops  at 
Boston  and  Toronto. 

Brieiies 

Paramount 

GEOKGE  PAI..  titles  his  first  Technicolor  “pup- 
petoon”  as  “Western  I)aze.”  It  is  now  in  pro- 
duction, using  music  recorded  by  Andre  Koste- 
lanetz.  ^ \ ^ 

CleHers 

Metro 

DAVID  SNEED  set  as  musical  conductor  on 
“Wild  Man  of  Borneo.” 

HEKBEKT  STDTHAKT  named  musical  director 
on  “Come  Live  With  Me.” 

GEOKGE  BASSMAN  scoring  “Little  Nellie 
Kelly.” 

Paramount 

AKTHLK  FR.\NKI.I  N set  as  musical  advisor  on 
“The  Road  to  Zanzibar.”  “Las  Vegas  Nights”  and 
“Kiss  the  Boys  Goodbye.”  VK’TOK  8CHEKTZIN- 
GEK  and  FKANK  EOESSEK  are  doing  the  music 
and  lyrics,  respectively,  on  the  last-named  pro- 
duction. 

Warner  Bros. 

MAX  STEINER  completes  original  musical 
score  for  “The  Letter.” 

Meggers 

Columbia 

I).  ROSS  ElODER.MAN  to  “Across  the  Sierras.” 
Bill  Elliott  western,  which  Produi-er  Leon  Barsha 
is  shaping  for  an  October  10  start. 

Larry  Darmour 

JAMES  W.  HORNE  to  “The  Green  Archer.” 
serial  for  Columbia  release.  Victor  Jory  and  Iris 
Meredith  are  featured. 

Metro 

KH'H.XKD  THORPE  to  “A  Woman’s  Face,” 
which  Joseph  Mankiewicz  will  produce  as  a Joan 
Crawford  starrer. 

ROBFjRT  SINC'LAIR  to  “Wild  Man  of  Borneo,” 
a play  by  Marc  r'onnelly  and  Herman  Mankiewicz. 
It  will  be  produced  l>y  Joseph  Mankiewicz  with 
Frank  Morgan  and  Billie  Burke  in  the  toplines. 

DAVID  MILLER  to  “The  Happiest  Man  on 
Earth.”  first  in  a projected  series  of  short  sub- 
jects filmed  from  outstanding  short  stories.  It  is 
authored  by  Albert  Maltz  and  won  an  O.  Henry 
Memorial  Award.  If  audiences  show  approval, 
more  will  follow. 

Republic 

JOSEPH  S.\NTLEY  to  "Flagpoles  Must  Have 
Flags,”  newspaper  story  to  be  produced  by  Robert 
North. 

RKO  Radio 

IRVING  REIS  to  "Show  Business,”  featuring 
Alan  Mowbray  and  Donald  MacBride,  Howard 
Benedict  produces. 


20th  Century-Fox 

IRVING  CFMMINGS  to  "Rings  on  Her  Fingers,” 
a P’red  Kohlmar  production  co-starring  Don 
Ameche  and  Carmen  Miranda, 

Warner  Bros. 

RAOUL  WALSH  to  “Strawberry  Blonde,”  co- 
starring  James  Cagney  and  Ann  Sheridan. 

EDMUND  GOULDING  to  "Mr.  Skeffington.” 
starring  Irene  Dunne,  which  David  Lewis  will 
produce. 

B.  REEVEvS  EASON  to  “Take  the  Air,”  next  in 
the  national  ijreparedness  short  subjects  series. 

NOEL  SMITH  to  “Father  and  Son,”  a Booth 
Tarkington  story  scripted  by  Fred  Niblo  jr. 

Options 

Globe  Productions 

FAUI..ETTE  GODDARD  signed  to  appear  oppo- 
site James  Stewart  in  “Pot  O’  Gold,”  which  James 
Roosevelt  will  produce  for  United  Artists. 

Alexander  Korda 

PAl’L  POKCASI  Signed  for  a character  role  in 
“Lady  Hamilton.” 

Metro 

ELLIOTT  PALL,  novelist,  given  term  writing 
contract.  He  is  doing  an  untitled  original  for 
Joan  Crawford. 

HEDY  LAMARR  given  new  long-term  contract. 
Her  next  is  “Come  Live  With  Me,”  to  be  followed 
by  “Ziegfeld  Girl.” 

Kay  RDHKER  given  term  acting  deal.  She  is 
a softball  star. 

MARJORIE  MAIN  draws  term  acting  ticket. 

Paramount 

EDDIE  CONRAD  draws  a comedy  lead  in 
“You’re  the  One.” 

OSCAR  LEW-YNT  booked  for  a topline  in  "Kiss 
the  Boys  Goodbye.” 

Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

GEORGE  HOUSTON  signed  to  star  in  six  “Lone 
Ridei”  musical  westerns  which  Sigmund  Neufeld 
will  produce. 

RKO  Radio 

-MICHELE  .MORGAN,  French  stage  and  screen 
star,  draws  term  iiact. 

RAY  150LGER  signed  for  a topline  in  “Sunny,” 
next  Anna  Neagle  starrer,  which  Producer-Direc- 
tor Herbert  Wilcox  places  in  work  December  13. 

JONATHAN  HALE  booked  for  a supporting 
spot  in  “The  Saint  in  Palm  Springs.” 

Republic 

EDUARDO  CIANNELLI  signed  for  the  title 
role  in  “Mysterious  Dr.  Satan,”  serial  W’hich  H. 
S.  Brown  jr.  is  producing. 

JANE  FRAZEE  signed  to  a four-picture  con- 
tract as  a leading  lady. 

CAROL  ADAMS,  dancer,  given  term  acting  con- 
tract. 

CAROL  HUGHES  booked  for  feminine  lead  op- 
posite Roy  Rogers  in  “Border  Legion.” 

Robert  E.  Sherwood 

SUSAN  HAYWARD  signed  for  one  of  the  leads 
in  “Legacy,”  now  in  work  for  Columbia  release 
with  Gregory  Ratoff  directing. 

HELEN  WESTLEY  draws  a topline  in 
“Legacy,”  being  directed  by  Gregory  Ratoff  for 
Columbia  release. 

Universal 

SAMUEL  S.  HINDS,  character  actor,  given  new 
contract. 

MISCHA  AUER  held  for  another  term. 

MARCiARET  SULLAVAN  signed  to  star  in 
“Back  Street,”  re-make  of  the  Fannie  Hurst 
novel.  Robert  Stevenson  will  direct  from  a script 
by  George  O’Neill. 

CHARLIE  Rl’GfiLES  signed  for  a featured  com- 
edy role  in  “The  Invisible  Woman.” 

Warner  Bros. 

DICK  C’LAYTON,  stock  player,  held  for  another 
term. 

MARJORIE  KAMBEAU  given  contract  exten- 
sion. Her  next  will  be  the  title  role  in  “Tugboat 
Annie  in  Drydock.” 

ROBERT  FOULK,  dialogue  director,  held  for 
another  term. 

GENE  LOCKHART  signed  for  a featured  role  in 
“The  Sea  Wolf.” 

EDDIE  ALBERT  given  new  term  acting  con- 
tract. His  next  assignment  is  “Carnival.” 

Scripters 

Columbia 

SIDNEY  SALKOW  to  “The  Lone  Wolf  Takes  a 


Chance”  for  Producer  Ralph  Cohn.  Salkow  will 
also  direct. 

CI.,AUDE  BINYON  to  an  untitled  original  for 
Producer  Wesley  Ruggles. 

Frank  Lloyd 

IV.VRKEN  HUFF  and  KATHRYN  SCOLA  to 
“The  Lady  From  Cheyenne.”  Universal  wdll  re- 
lease. 

Metro 

WILUAM  RANKIN  to  an  untitled  biography  of 
William  Allen  White,  noted  newspaper  editor  and 
publisher. 

LE.SSEK  SAMUELS  completes  “A  Woman’s 
Face,”  forthcoming  Joan  Crawford  starrer. 

GEORGE  OPPENHEIMEK  to  “Mr.  Coed,”  forth- 
coming Myrna  Loy-William  Powell  co-starrer, 
from  a story  by  Kenneth  Earl,  Curtis  Kenyon  and 
M.  M.  Musselman.  Larry  Weingarten  will  pro- 
duce. 

Paramount 

ALAN  LE  MAY  and  JESSE  LASKY  jr.  to  “Reap 
the  Wild  Wind,”  from  the  Thelma  Strabel  novel, 
which  will  be  C.  B.  DeMille’s  next  production. 

HARRY  CLORK  and  ERNEST  PAGANO  to  “Las 
Vegas  Nights,”  Allan  Jones  starrer.  Ralph  Mur- 
phy will  direct. 

A.  I.  BEZZERIDES  and  MEYER  LEVIN  to 
“Powerhouse,”  from  their  original. 

JO  SWERLING  to  “New  York  Town.”  Charles 
Vidor  directs. 

Republic 

MILT  GROSS  teamed  with  JACK  TOWNLEY'  on 
“Puddin’head,”  to  star  Judy  Canova. 

(iEORGE  YATES  to  “Alibi  at  Midnight,”  mys- 
tery-melodrama from  an  original  by  George  Carle- 
ton  Brown.  A1  Cohen  will  produce. 

BRADFORD  ROPES  to  “Song  at  Twilight,” 
forthcoming  Gene  Autry  western. 

RKO  Radio 

JERRY'  CADY  to  “The  Saint  in  Palm  Springs.” 

NORTON  S.  PARKER  to  “Straight  and  Nar- 
row,” an  Arthur  T.  Herman  original  to  star  Tim 
Holt. 

Hal  Roach 

KKNNETH  EARL  and  CURTIS  KENYON  to 
“Topper  Returns.” 

Stephens-Lang 

WALTER  FERRIS  to  the  next  “Dr.  Christian” 
picture  for  RKO  Radio. 

20th  Century-Fox 

JACK  ANDREWS  to  “Caribbean  Cruise”  for 
Producer  Harry  Joe  Brown. 

Warner  Bros. 

JACK  SI'HOLL  to  “Minstrel  Days,”  a short 
sul)ject  in  which  Blanche  Ring  and  Eddie  Leonard 
will  appear.  Gordon  Hollingshead  is  supervising 
production  preparations. 

WALLY'  KLEIN  and  AENEAS  MacKENZIE  to 
“They  Died  With  Their  Boots  On,”  from  an  origi- 
nal by  Thomas  Ripley. 

STEPHEN  MOREHOUSE  AVERY  and  ROBERT 
BLEES  to  “The  Dealer’s  Name  Was  George,”  from 
a Ketti  Frings  original. 

EDWARD  KAUFMAN  to  “Affectionately  Yours,” 
which  Mark  Hellinger  will  produce  from  a story 
by  Aleen  Leslie  and  Fanya  Foss. 

STUART  PALMER  to  “The  Smiling  Ghost.” 

RALPH  BLOCK  to  "One  Hour  of  Glory,”  from 
a Mary  Roberts  Rinehart  story,  which  Edmund 
Grainger  will  produce. 

I,<ESTEK  COLE  to  “Fiesta  in  Manhattan.”  He 
has  just  been  given  a new  contract. 

CHARLES  GRAY'SON  to  “She  Couldn’t  Say  No.” 

HEINZ  HERALD  to  “Quietly  My  Captain 
Waits,”  from  the  Evelyn  Eaton  novel. 


Story  Buys 

Paramount 

“Powerhouse,”  by  Meyer  Levin  and  A.  I.  Bezze- 
rides.  It  is  a melodrama  with  a power-line  locale. 

Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

“You’ll  Be  Sorry!”  a comedy  by  Gisdon  True. 

Republic 

“Captain  Marvel,”  comic  strip,  purchased  from 
p-awcett  Publications.  H.  S.  Brown  jr.  will  pro- 
duce as  a serial. 

“Mr.  District  Attorney,”  radio  serial  by  Phillips 
Lord. 

Harry  Sherman 

“Tombstone,  Arizona.”  by  Dean  Franklin,  It 
will  be  made  as  a sagebrush  special  for  Para- 
mount release. 

20th  Century-Fox 

“Blood  and  Sand.”  by  Vicente  Blasco  Ibanez, 
purchased  from  Paramount  to  be  used  as  a Ty- 
rone Power  starrer.  Rudolph  Valentino  starred 
in  the  silent  version. 

“The  Black  Swan,”  story  of  17th  century  piracy 
by  Rafael  Sabatini,  as  a starring  vehicle  for 
Tyrone  Power. 
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Estate  of  $2,742,060 
Left  by  Fairbanks 

New  York — Douglas  Fairbanks  sr.  left 
a gross  estate  of  $2,742,060  and  a net  of 
$2,318,651,  it  was  revealed  when  a motion 
to  declare  him  the  late  actor  a non-resi- 
dent and  fix  a tax  came  before  Surrogate 
James  A.  Foley  here.  The  motion  was 
granted. 

The  late  UA  partner’s  holdings  were 
listed  in  three  states.  Property  on  the 
coast  included  a one-half  interest  in  a 
studio  at  Hollywood,  appraised  at  $240,000; 
at  Wilshire  Boulevard,  Santa  Monica,  $30,- 
000;  1636  North  Fuller  Ave.,  Hollywood, 
$5,500;  620-24  South  Western  Ave.,  Los 
Angeles,  $9,500;  705  Ocean  Front,  Santa 
Monica,  $50,000;  Rancho  Zorro,  Santa  Fe, 
$300,000;  three  unimproved  lots  at  Ven- 
ice, Cal.,  $1,000;  one  unimproved  lot  at 
Glendale,  $2,500,  and  property  at  Solana 
Beach,  $8,000. 

Other  California  assets  included  jewelry 
appraised  at  $1,733;  promissory  notes, 
$1,250;  club  memberships  worth  $850  and 
miscellaneous  property  worth  $9,116,  giv- 
ing the  estate  total  assets  in  that  state 
appraisal  at  $1,301,879. 

New  York  property  consists  of  two  trusts, 
one  held  by  Guaranty  worth  $693,738 
and  the  other  held  by  the  Bankers  Trust 
Co.  worth  $550,020.  An  account  receivable 
from  Knoedler  & Co.,  $3,500;  a bank  bal- 
ance of  $81  and  miscellaneous  property 
appraised  at  $115  bring  the  new  York 
assets  to  a total  of  $1,247,452. 

In  Pennsylvania  there  is  a $192,728  trust 
principal  with  the  Union  Trust  Co. 

The  only  tangible  personal  property 
found  in  New  York  was  a mink-lined  over- 
coat appraised  at  $100,  a bag  of  miscel- 
aneous  golf  clubs  worth  $15  and  parts  of  a 
wooden  exercise  machine  which  was  de- 
clared valueless.  The  estate  paid  a tax  of 
$9.20  on  the  property. 

(t  - 

: SPEARHEADS  : 

(Continued  from  page  81) 
should  set  laugh  records  among  fans  of 
the  slapstick  school. 

Mirth  and  melody,  football  and  femin- 
inity comprise  the  selling  points  in  RKO 
Radio’s  “Too  Many  Girls,”  an  extravagant 
musical  which  should  be  headed  for  big 
money.  John  Twist’s  screenplay,  based 
upon  George  Marion  jr.’s  original,  is 
secondary  to  the  succession  of  gags  and 
truly  breathtaking  dancing  and  singing 
numbers.  George  Abbott  came  out  from 
Broadway  to  produce  and  direct. 

^ ^ V 

And  for  the  action  addicts: 

A made-over  western,  its  locale  moved  to 
South  Africa,  is  Universal’s  “Diamond 
Frontier.”  It  is  a slow-moving  melodrama 
standardly  mounted  and  enacted.  Mar- 
shall Grant  produced  and  Harold  Schuster 
directed  from  a script  by  Edmund  L.  Hart- 
mann and  Stanley  Rubin. 

RKO  Radio  upheld  the  honor  of  the 
sagebrush  in  “Wagon  Train,”  first  of  a 
new  western  series  starring  Tim  Holt.  Con- 
siderably handicapped  by  a jumpy  plot. 
Holt  nevertheless  accounts  for  himself 
very  creditably  and  should  build  into  the 
top  ranks.  Producer  Bert  Gilroy  provided 
an  outstanding  asset  in  a new  set  of  scenic 
backgrounds;  but  Morton  Grant’s  script, 
from  a Bernard  McConville  story,  rides 
around  in  circles — an  obstacle  which  Ed- 
ward Killy  was  unable  to  surmount  in  his 
direction. 

Had  it  been  imbued  with  a larger  bud- 
get and  more  competent  cast.  Monogram’s 
“Drums  of  the  Desert”  could  have  been  a 
creditable  whale  of  a picture. 


Production  Keeps 
A Steady  Pace 


With  a minimum  of  21  pictures  sched- 
uled to  hit  the  cameras  during  the  balance 
of  the  month,  and  another  14  lined  up  for 
starts  during  November,  those  who  have 
been  prognosticating  a Hollywood  produc- 
tion slump  have  been  forced  to  back  down 
on  their  predictions,  at  least  for  another 
six  weeks. 

Warner,  with  seven,  and  RKO  Radio, 
with  five,  are  the  bright  spots  on  the  Octo- 
ber slate.  The  former  plant  lists  “Foot- 
steps in  the  Dark,”  “January  Heights,” 
“Her  Husband  Said  No,”  “Hard  Luck 
Dame,”  “Strawberry  Blonde,”  “Three 
Strangers”  and  “Church  Mouse.”  The  lat- 
ter is  readying  a Tim  Holt  western,  un- 
titled; “They  Met  in  Argentina,”  “How  to 
Meet  a Man,”  “Debutantes,  Inc.,”  and 
“Before  the  Fact.” 

Universal  is  preparing  three — “Nice 
Girl,”  “The  Black  Cat”  and  “Riders  of 
Death  Valley.”  Metro  and  Paramount  list 
two  each — M-G-M  with  “Ziegfeld  Girl” 
and  “Maisie  Was  a Lady;”  Paramount  with 
“Lady  Eve”  and  “Bullets  and  Bandits.” 
Hal  Roach  will  gun  “Topper  Returns”  and 
20th  Century-Fox  is  planning  to  launch 
“Down  to  the  Sea  in  Ships.” 

Paramount  and  20th  Century-Fox  are, 
to  date,  the  November  standouts.  The 
former  schedules  “The  Road  to  Zanzibar,” 
“Skylark,”  “Las  Vegas  Nights,”  “There’s 
Always  Tomorrow,”  “Ballerina,”  and 
“Henry  and  Dizzy.”  Fox  plans  “Man 
Hunt,”  “The  Great  American  Broadcast,” 
“Belle  Starr,”  “Brooklyn  Bridge”  and 
“Breach  of  Discipline.” 

Republic,  which  has  24  writers  working 
on  17  stories,  including  eight  westerns  and 
a new  serial,  rolls  “Valley  of  the  Moon,” 
a Gene  Autry  sagebrusher,  in  November. 
RKO  Radio  will  gun  “The  Saint  in  Palm 
Springs”  and  “Blood  Will  Tell”  during  the 
month. 


Cast  and  crew  members  of  “Flotsam” 
tossed  a birthday  party  October  5 for 
David  L.  Loew,  who  is  co-producing  with 
Albert  Lewin. 

* 

Director  Robert  Sinclair  has  returned  to 
M-G-M  from  a vacation  trip  to  New  York 
and  is  already  hard  at  work  on  his  next 
assignment. 

★ 

Carrying  a master  print  of  “They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted,”  Director  Garson 
Kanin  planed  to  New  York  to  deliver  it  to 
RKO  Radio  homeoffice  executives.  A 
South  American  vacation  is  on  Kanin’s 
tentative  schedule. 

* 

Robert  Benchley  is  back  in  town  after 
a month  in  New  York  to  resume  work  for 
Walt  Disney. 

* 

Sol  C.  Siegel,  Republic  producer,  has 
trained  to  New  York  for  a vacation,  hav- 
ing completed  work  on  two  forthcoming 
pictures. 

* 

Aben  Kandel,  novelist  and  Warner 
scenarist,  has  returned  from  a New  York 
holiday  . . . Frank  Capra  and  Robert  Ris- 
kin  are  back  in  town.  Capra  went  fishing 


Studio  Sub-Leaders  Are 
Chosen  for  Roosevelt 


Sub-leaders  in  18  studios  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  Fred  S.  Meyer,  chairman  of  the 
Hollywood-for-Roosevelt  Committee’s  in- 
dustrial division.  Meyer  also  appointed 
Joseph  Tuohy,  representative  of  the  studio 
transportation  workers,  assistant  trea- 
surer. 

Studio  appointees  include:  Bert  J. 
Moody,  Chaplin  lot;  Fred  Kifer  and  Dane 
Regin,  Columbia:  Richard  Jones,  Disney 
Productions;  Maurice  Waite  and  William 
Barrett,  20th  Century-Fox’s  Western  Ave- 
nue plant;  A1  Ybarra,  Korda  Productions; 
J.  N.  Skelton  and  Phil  Esterly,  General 
Service;  Milton  Brown,  L.  W.  Dawn  and 
Gerald  Wineman,  M-G-M;  Pete  Ruis, 
M-G-M  cartoonists;  Jack  Warnock  and 
Don  King,  Paramount;  Robert  Rigg  and 
Fred  Parisch,  Republic;  Bob  Davis  and  E. 
W.  Parsons,  Hal  Roach;  L.  Schoenheit  and 
L.  M.  Merritt,  RKO  Radio;  T.  C.  Wilson 
and  Leo  Leider,  RKO  Pathe;  Frank  Duffy, 
Talisman;  B.  T.  Connolly,  Technicolor; 
Ray  Dannenbaum  and  Thomas  Moore, 
20th  Century-Fox  at  Westwood;  William 
Cooley  and  Harry  Platt,  Warner;  Milton 
Krasna  and  K.  R.  McIntyre,  Universal. 

Walter  Wanger  and  Myron  Selznick  have 
been  added  to  the  HFR  advisory  com- 
mittee. 

Meantime  GOP  adherents  have  also  been 
active.  Ralph  Morgan  and  Reginald 
Denny  appeared  before  members  of  the 
Hollywood  Women’s  Republican  Club. 
Mary  Pickford  was  principal  speaker  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Willkie  Volunteers  of  Whit- 
tier. 

Remake  of  "Back  Street" 

Is  Assigned  to  Manning 

First  production  assignment  at  Univer- 
sal for  Bruce  Manning  since  he  was 
boosted  from  the  writing  ranks  will  be  the 
remake  of  “Back  Street,”  in  which  Mar- 
garet Sullavan  and  Charles  Boyer  have 
the  top  lines.  Manning  and  Felix  Jackson 
are  scripting.  Robert  Stevenson  will  direct. 


at  Klamath  Falls,  Ore.,  and  Riskin  hiber- 
nated at  Arrowhead. 

★ 

Lou  Schreiber,  20th  Century-Fox’s  cast- 
ing chief,  checked  back  at  the  studio  after 
a two-week  talent  hunt  in  New  York  . . . 
C.  W.  Smith,  Erpi’s  Hollywood  vice-presi- 
dent, left  for  the  east  for  a fortnight  of 
homeoffice  conferences. 

* 

June  Duprez,  one  of  the  stars  of  Alex- 
ander Korda’s  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad,” 
planed  in  from  New  York  to  attend  the  re- 
cent trade  and  press  preview  of  the  pic- 
ture . . . William  Cameron  Mejizies,  pro- 
duction designer  for  Loew-Lewin,  has  been 
appointed  to  the  University  of  Southern 
California’s  cmema  department  faculty. 
He  will  lecture  on  “Art  and  Motion  Pic- 
tures.” 

* 

Producer  Mark  Hellinger  has  vacated 
his  Warner  desk  for  a three-week  holiday 
in  New  York.  He  will  resume  preparations 
on  three  forthcoming  pictures  when  he 
returns. 

* 

Herman  Mankiewicz,  M-G-M  writer, 
has  been  in  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital 
for  a general  checkup  on  injuries  received 
in  an  automobile  accident  last  year. 
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Some  46  Papers  to  Be  Read 
At  SMPE's  Fall  Session 


Hollywood — Approximately  46  papers 
will  be  read  at  the  fall  convention  of  the 
Society  of  M.  P.  Engineers  during  its  five 
day  gathering  which  gets  under  way  at  the 
Roosevelt,  October  21.  Additionally,  there 
will  be  submitted  reports  by  various  com- 
mittees on  technical  and  equipment  stand- 
ards, exchange  practice,  preservation  of 
film,  non-theatrical  equipment  and  studio 
lighting.  Introduction  of  the  officers 
elect  for  1940  and  presentation  of  the 
SMPE  Progress  Medal  and  the  SMPE 
Journal  Award  will  take  place  at  the  47th 
semi-annual  banquet  and  dance  on  Octo- 
ber 23.  The  presiding  officer  in  charge  is 
E.  A.  Williford,  organization  president. 

The  committees  designated  follow: 

Pacific  Coast  Papers  Committee:  C.  R.  Sawyer, 
chairman;  L.  A.  Aicholtz,  O.  O.  Ceccarini,  F.  M. 
Falge,  C.  Faulkner,  C.  N.  Batsel,  W.  A.  Mueller, 
J.  Stewart,  H.  G.  Tasker. 

Reception  and  Local  Arrangements:  H.  G.  Tas- 
ker. chairman:  N.  Levinson,  K.  F.  Morgan.  Peter 
Mole,  A.  M.  Gundelfinger,  H.  \V.  Remerschied,  G. 

S.  Mitchell.  L.  D.  Grignon,  G.  F.  Rackett,  H.  W. 
Moyse,  W.  C.  Miller,  W.  A.  Mueller,  C.  L.  Lootens, 
\V.  V.  Wolfe,  E.  C.  Richardson,  E.  Huse,  J.  O. 
Aalberg,  R.  H.  McCullough,  J.  M.  Nickolaus,  E.  H. 
Hansen.  R.  G.  Linderman,  F.  M.  Falge. 

Registration  and  Information:  W.  C.  Kunzmann, 

( hairman;  C.  W.  Handley,  Sylvan  Harris,  J.  Frank 
jr..  W.  R.  Greene. 

Publicity:  Julius  Haber,  chairman;  L.  A. 

Aicholtz,  W.  A.  Mueller,  W.  R.  Greene,  G.  Cham- 
liers.  Sylvan  Harris,  A.  M.  Gundelfinger. 

Banquet  and  Dance:  N.  Levinson,  chairman;  H. 

T.  Kalmus,  E.  Huse,  L.  L.  Ryder,  Carroll  Dunning, 
It.  G.  Linderman,  G.  S.  Mitchell.  Peter  Mole,  H. 

G.  Tasker.  W.  C.  Miller.  K.  H.  McCullough.  G.  P. 
Rackett.  O.  O.  Ceccarini,  J.  O.  Aalberg,  K.  F. 
Morgan,  H.  W.  Moyse,  J.  L.  Courcier. 

Hotel  and  Transportation:  G.  A.  Chambers, 
fhairman;  W.  C.  Harcus,  F.  L.  Eich,  E.  M.  Honan, 

H.  R.  Lubckel,  W.  E.  Theisen,  L.  M.  Hoffman, 
S.  P.  Solow.  D.  P.  Loye,  D.  J.  Boomberg,  F.  J. 
Durst,  K.  B.  Lambert,  F.  O’Grady,  A.  C.  131aney, 
D.  B.  Brown,  J.  G.  Frayne. 

Convention  Ihojection:  H.  Griffin,  chairman;  J. 
O.  Aalberg,  C.  W.  Handley,  W.  F.  Rudolph,  J.  M. 
Nickolaus,  J.  K.  Hilliard,  H.  A.  Starke,  L.  E. 
Clark,  M.  S.  Leshing,  A.  F.  Edouart,  I.  S.  Ser- 
rurier,  J.  Durst,  R.  H.  McCullough.  H.  W.  Remer- 
schied. H.  I.  Reiskind,  W.  W.  Lindsay  jr.,  officers 
and  members  of  Los  Angeles  projectionists’  local 
No.  150. 

Ladies’  Reception  Committee:  Mrs.  L.  L.  Ryder, 
hostess,  assisted  by  Mrs.  H.  G.  Tasker,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Richardson,  Mrs.  G.  F.  Rackett,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Moyse, 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Clark,  Mrs.  G.  S.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  N. 
Levinson,  Mrs.  Peter  Mole,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Handley, 
Mrs.  K.  F.  Morgan,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Miller,  Mrs.  B. 
Kreuzer,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gundelfinger,  Mrs.  E.  Huse, 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Chambers.  Mrs.  J.  O.  Aalberg,  Mrs. 
It.  H.  McCullough,  Mrs.  Cairoll  Dunning,  Mrs.  F. 
J.  Durst. 

New  Equipment  Exhibit:  B.  Kreuzer,  chairman; 
Peter  Mole,  C.  N.  Batsel.  K.  Morgan.  P.  F.  Har- 
per, F.  J.  Durst,  Oscar  F.  Neu,  F.  M.  Falge,  G.  H. 
Worrall,  J.  G.  Frayne,  H.  W.  Remerschied,  C.  R. 
Daily,  C.  W.  Handley. 

The  day-by-day  sessions  will  follow  this 
general  outline,  subject  to  last  minute 
alterations : 

Monday,  Ootolier  21 

9:00  a.  m. — Blossom  Room;  registration. 

10:00  a.  m. — General  and  business  session.  Report 
of  the  convention  arrangements  committee;  W.  C. 
Kunzmann.  convention  vice-president.  Report  of 
membership  and  subscription  committee;  E.  R. 
Geib,  chairman.  Welcome  by  the  president,  E.  A. 
Williford.  Election  of  officers  for  1940.  Proposed 
amendments  of  by-laws.  Report  of  financial  vice- 
president,  A.  S.  Dickinson.  Report  of  engineering 
vice-president.  D.  E.  Hyndman.  “American  Stand- 
ards and  Their  Place  in  the  Motion  Picture  In- 
dustry;’’ J.  W.  McNair,  American  Standards  Asso- 
ciation, New  York.  “Partial  Deafne.ss  and  Hear- 
ing Aid  Design — Part  II;’’  W.  C.  Beasley,  Na- 
tional Institute  of  Health,  U.  S.  Public  Health 
Service,  Bethesda.  Md.  “Black  Light  for  Theatre 
Auditoriums;’’  H.  J.  Chanon,  General  Electric  Co., 
Cleveland  and  F.  M.  Falge,  General  Electric,  Los 
Angeles. 

12:30  p.m. — Florentine  Room;  informal  get-to- 
gether luncheon;  E.  A.  Williford,  chairman.  Ad- 


dress by  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  as  chairman  of  the 
research  council.  Academy  of  M.  P.  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

2:00  p.m. — Blossom  Room,  general  session.  Re- 
port of  standards  committee;  D.  B.  Joy,  chair- 
man; “Recommendations  on  Theatre  Acoustics 
from  the  Research  Council  Theatre  Standardiza- 
tion Committee;  J.  K.  Hilliard,  chairman.  “Acous- 
tic Design  Features  of  Studio  Stages,  Monitor 
Rooms  and  Review  Rooms;’’  D.  P.  Loye,  Erpi, 
Hollywood.  “Stability  of  Synchronous  Motors,’’  S. 
Read  jr.  and  E.  W.  Kellogg,  RCA,  Camden. 

8:00  p.m. — Blossom  Room;  sound  session. 
“Operation  of  the  Variable  Intensity  Recording 
System,”  C.  W.  Faulkner  and  C.  N.  Batsel,  RCA, 
Hollywood.  “Ground  Noise  Reduction  Systems,”  E. 
W.  Kellogg,  RCA,  Camden.  “Editing  a Motion 
Picture,”  I.  J.  Wilkinson  and  W.  Hamilton,  Radio 
Pictures,  Hollywood.  “A  Monochromatic  Variable 
Density  Recording  System,”  O.  L.  Dupy  and  J.  K. 
Hilliard,  M-G-M  Studios. 

Tuesday,  October  22 

9:30  a.m. — Blossom  Room;  registration.  “Line 
Microphones,”  H.  F.  Olson,  RCA,  Camden.  “A  Line 
Microphone  for  Speech  Pickup,”  L.  J.  Anderson, 
RCA,  Camden.  “A  Method  of  Calibrating  Micro- 
phones,” F.  L.  Hopper,  Erpi,  Hollywood  and 
F.  F.  Romanow,  Bell  Telephone  Laboratories,  New 
York.  “General  and  Design  Considerations  of  Low 
Noise  Microphones,”  A.  L.  Williams  and  H.  G. 
Baerwald,  Brush  Development  Corp.,  Cleveland. 
Report  of  studio  lighting  committee,  E.  C.  Richard- 
son, chairman. 

2:30  p.m. Visit  to  20th  Century-Fox  studios. 

8:00  p.m. — Blossom  Room;  sound  recording 
session.  “A  New  Mirror  Light-Modulator,”  W.  R. 
Goehner,  Bell  Laboratories,  New  York.  “A  200  Mil 
Variable-Area  Modulator,”  R.  W.  Benfer  and  G.  T. 
Lorance,  Erpi,  Hollywood.  “Analysis  of  Sound-Film 
Drives,”  D.  MacKenzie  and  W.  J.  Albersheim, 
Erpi,  New  York.  “An  Investigation  of  Some  Fac- 
tors Influencing  Volume  Range  in  Photographic 
Sound  Recording,”  W.  K.  Grimwood  and  O.  Sand- 
vik,  Eastman  Kodak,  Rochester.  “The  Measure- 
ment of  Photographic  Printing  Density,”  J.  G. 
Frayne,  Erpi,  Hollywood. 

AVe<Iiie.sday,  October  2‘,i 

9:30  a.m. — Blossom  Room;  registration. 

10:00  a.  m. — Blossom  Room;  disk  recording  ses- 
sion. “Stabilized  Crystal  Disk  Recording  Cutter,” 
S.  J.  Begun,  Brush  Development  Corp.,  Cleveland. 
“A  Portable  Disk  Recording-Reproducing  Ma- 
chine,” J.  C.  Davidson  and  C.  C.  Davis,  Erpi, 
Hollywood.  “Orthacoustic  Disk  Recording  and  Re- 
production,” H.  J.  Hasbrouck  jr.,  RCA,  Camden. 
“An  Improved  Playback  Horn  Equipment,”  C.  R. 
Daily,  Paramount,  Hollywood.  “Some  Develop- 
ments in  8mm  High  Intensity  Positive  Carbons,” 
D.  B.  Joy,  National  Carbon,  Fostoria,  Ohio.  “Quar- 
ter Wave  Method  of  Loud  Speaker  Testing,”  S.  L. 
Reiches,  Cleveland. 

2:00  p.m. — Open  afternoon. 

8:30  p.  m. — Blossom  Room;  47th  semi-annual 
banquet  and  dance.  Introduction  of  officers-elect 
for  1940;  presentation  of  SMPE  Progress  Medal; 
presentation  of  SMPE  Journal  Award;  entertain- 
ment and  dancing. 

Thursday,  October  24 

10:30  a.  m. — Blossom  Room;  general  session.  Re- 
port of  committee  on  exchange  practice;  G.  R. 


H N UNSUCCESSFUL  attempt  to  rob  the 
Capitol,  recently  taken  over  by  Ted 
Gamble,  general  manager  for  J.  J.  Parker 
Theatres,  was  made  Sunday.  The  gunman 
held  up  Eli  Kostelo,  janitor,  and  Eugene 
Hoch,  night  attendant,  in  attempt  to  get 
the  keys  to  the  office,  but  fled  when 
passersby  interfered. 

Workmen  are  hammering  and  sawing  in 
the  Paramount  Bldg,  on  Filmrow.  Para- 
mount will  move  downstairs  into  larger, 
improved  quarters,  and  National  Screen 
Service  and  Advertising  Accessories  will 
move  upstairs.  It  will  take  several  weeks 
to  complete  the  remodeling  arid  moving. 

Seen  along  Filmrow:  Cleo  Morelock  of 
Cottage  Grove,  Art  Adamson  of  Albany, 
W.  G.  Ripley  of  Longview  and  D.  M. 
Hull  of  North  Bend. 


Ross  Labart  Completes 
New  House  at  Saguache 


Saguache,  Colo. — This  moimtain  com- 
munity now  includes  a modern,  304-seat 
theatre  among  its  business  buildings — 
the  Ute  Theatre,  built  by  Ross  Labart,  ac- 
tive the  past  decade  in  western  theatre 
activities. 

The  theatre,  equipped  by  National  The- 
atre Supply,  embodies  several  innovations 
in  its  interior  lighting,  such  as  inter- 
changeable glass  panels,  and  in  its  exte- 
rior, which  is  patterned  after  the  Spanish- 
Pueblo  architecture. 


An  Exhibitor  Votes 

Denver — It’s  the  old  reliable  sagebrush- 
ers  that  make  the  music  at  his  boxoffice, 
Joe  Krivohlavek  of  the  Fawn  at  Center, 
Colo.,  reports.  His  is  a community  of  ag- 
ricultural and  stock-raising  citizens.  Joe 
is  assisted  by  his  wife  in  the  operation  of 
the  house. 


A New  Schlaifer  Bows 

San  Francisco — A new  member,  a girl, 
made  her  appearance  at  the  household  of 
Charles  X.  Schlaifer  of  the  United  Artists 
Theatre  here  on  Tuesday.  She  is  their 
second  child. 


Minor  Opens  Magnolia 

Burbank,  Cal. — A1  Minor  opened  his  new 
Magnolia,  a 700-seat  house,  here  October 
9.  Minor  operates  three  other  houses  in 
this  territory. 


Giroux,  chairman.  Report  of  theatre  engineering 
committee;  A.  N.  Goldsmith,  chairman.  “A  New 
Condenser-Type  High-Intensity  Projector  Arc 
Lamp,”  J.  E.  McAuley,  Chicago.  “MGM  Mobile 
Camera  Crane,”  J.  Arnold,  M-G-M  Studios.  “An 
Improved  Mixer  Potentiometer,”  K.  B.  Lambert, 
M-G-M  Studios.  “Improved  Motor  Drive  for  Self- 
Phasing  of  Process  Projection  Equipment,”  H.  G. 
Tasker.  Paramount  Studios. 

2:30  p.m. — Visit  to  a second  studio. 

G:30p.  m. — Dinner  at  Disney  studio. 

8:00  p.m. — Walt  Disney  studio  theatre;  gen- 
eral session.  “Twentieth  Century  Camera,”  G. 
Laube,  20th  Century-Fox  Studios.  “Electrooptical 
Slating  and  Cueing  Device,”  D.  B.  Clark,  20th 
Century-Fox  Studios.  “Photoelectric  Method  for 
Rating  the  Light  Speed  of  Lenses,”  also  by  Clark. 
“A  New  Treatment  for  the  Prevention  of  Film 
Abrasion  and  Oil  Mottle,”  R.  H.  Talbot,  Eastman 
Kodak,  Rochester.  Report  of  committee  on  preser- 
vation of  film;  J.  G.  Bradley,  chairman.  “Produc- 
tion-Quality Sound  With  Single  System  Portable 
Equipment,”  D.  Y.  Bradshaw’,  March  of  Time, 
New  York. 

Friday,  October  25 

10:00  a.m. — Blossom  Room;  laboratory  session. 
Report  of  committee  on  non-theatrical  equipment; 
J.  A.  Maurer,  chairman.  “Some  Laboratory  Prob- 
lems in  Processing  16mm  Black  and  White  and 
Color  Films,”  W.  H.  Offenhauser  jr.,  Precision 
Laboratories,  New  York.  “Reduction  of  Sprocket 
Hole  Modulation  in  Film  Processing.”  M.  Leshing, 
T.  Ingman  and  K.  Pier,  20th  Century-Fox  Studios. 
“Some  Observations  on  Latent  Image  Stability  of 
Motion  Picture  Films,”  K.  Famulener  and  E. 
Loessel,  Agfa  Ansco,  Binghamton. 

2:00  p.m. — Blossom  Room;  laboratory  session. 
“Fixing  Baths  and  Their  Properties,”  J.  I.  Crab- 
tree, H.  Parker  and  H.  D.  Russell,  Eastman  Ko- 
dak. “The  Effect  of  Developer  Agitator  on  Den- 
sity Uniformity  and  Rate  of  Development.”  C.  E. 
Ives  and  C.  W.  Jensen,  Eastman  Kodak.  “Nega- 
tive Exposure  Control,”  D.  Norwood.  Hollywood. 
“Scene  Slating  Attachment  for  Motion  Picture 
Camera,”  F.  V.  Gilbert,  Paramount  Studios.  “Hol- 
lywood’s Low  Temperature  Sound  Stage,”  R.  Van 
Slyker,  Hollywood. 

8:00  p.m. — Blossom  Room;  television  session. 
“Photographic  Aspects  of  Television  Operation,” 
H.  R.  Lubeke,  Don  Lee  Broadcasting  System,  Los 
Angeles.  Report  of  television  committee;  P.  C. 
Goldmark,  chairman.  “NBC  Television  at  the  Re- 
publican National  Convention  of  1940,”  H.  See, 
NBC,  New  York.  “Problems  in  Television  Resolu- 
tion,” C.  F.  Wolcott,  Gilfillan  Brothers,  Los 
Angeles. 
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See  PCCITO  at  Variance  With 
Policies  of  Fox  West  Coast 


poOTBALL  is  in  the  air.  The  University 

of  Washington,  touted  as  one  of  the 
strongest  teams  in  the  land,  opened  its 
home  season  against  Idaho,  a non-con- 
ference game,  and  drew  a crowd  of  20,000 
which  was  a headache  for  the  Seattle 
show-shops.  Kids  were  admitted  free  to 
the  opening  game  which  did  not  do  the 
theatre  matinee  business  any  good  . . . 
Jimmy  Phelan  and  his  Huskies  made  a 
personal  appearance  at  the  Orpheum  the 
night  before  the  opening  home  season. 
Don  Geddes  made  a tieup  for  the  opening 
of  “Knute  Rockne — All  American”  and 
Phelan,  from  Notre  Dame,  made  a very 
impressive  talk. 

Event  of  the  week  was  the  opening  of 
the  Varsity  in  the  University  district  hy 
Guy  Navarre,  former  manager  of  United 
Artists  . . . The  “Friends  of  Britain,  Inc.” 
are  out  to  raise  money  to  buy  planes  for 
the  Royal  Air  Force  so  for  a special  ban- 
quet they  have  invited  Victor  McLaglen. 

The  opening  of  “Knute  Rockne — All 
American”  at  the  Orpheum  confirms  the 
rumor  that  Fox-Evergreen  has  once 
again  got  the  contract  for  the  Warner 
product.  Last  season,  Warner  sold  to  all 
independent  situations  . . . Dick  Hay  of 
the  Times,  and  Charles  Comfort  of  the 
Star,  both  drama  editors  of  their  respec- 
tive papers,  have  received  invitations  to 
attend  the  RKO  premiere  of  “They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted”  opening  at  the  Gol- 
den Gate  in  San  Francisco. 

Accused  of  bilking  two  men  out  of  $460 
by  selling  each  a half  interest  in  a “movie” 
entitled  “I  Have  Lived”  J.  Harper,  identi- 
fied as  a film  broker,  has  been  ordered  ar- 
rested. A local  auto  salesman  signed  the 
complaint  saying  that  Harper  offered  him 
a business  opportunity  claiming  that  a 
chain  of  Seattle  theatres  had  contracted 
to  show  the  picture.  Upon  investigation, 
the  auto  salesman  found  that  the  picture 
was  over  ten  years  old  and  not  in  demand. 
Harper  has  skipped  the  state. 

Kleig  lights,  searchlights,  and  all  the 
fanfare  of  a Hollywood  premiere  marked 
the  opening  of  the  new  studio  building  of 
radio  station  KRSC  in  Seattle.  Among 
the  opening  visitors  were  to  be  seen  Eddie 
Rivers,  Jack  Rosenberg.  Jack  Sampson, 
Ted  Harris  of  the  Trianon  and  many 
others. 

Tommy  Thomas,  program  director  for 
radio  station  KIRO,  announces  that  he  is 
going  to  broadcast  his  “Romance  Time” 
program  from  the  stage  of  the  Fifth  Ave- 
nue. This  is  in  conjunction  with  the  Com- 
munity Fund  Drive  . . . Community  Fund 
donations  from  Theatre  Employes  Union, 
Local  B-22,  will  be  handled  through  the 
union  this  year  instead  of  individual  con- 
tributions, according  to  Frank  McCormick, 
business  agent. 

It  had  to  happen  on  a Sunday  night  when 
no  one  is  around.  The  heating  system  in 
the  basement  of  National  Theatre  Supply, 
got  stuck  and  overheated  the  place  which 
resulted  in  the  sprinkler  system  starting  to 
work  and  flooding  the  basement.  Most  of 
the  damage  was  to  Ray’s  Art  Shop  in  the 
next  door  basement  where  Ray  keeps  all 
of  his  material  for  the  various  theatre 
fronts. 

Exchange  manaaers  and  salesmen  met 
for  conference  with  Ed  Lamb  to  plan  the 
theatre  campaign  in  this  district  for  the 
Red  Cross  Drive  . . . Ralph  Ravenscroft, 
from  Paramount’s  exploitation  department, 
is  here  spreading  the  word  about  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  . . . Dave  Gross  is 
opening  his  new  20th  Century  Theatre  in 


Los  Angeles — Observers  see  as  another 
potential  effect  of  the  newly-manifested 
militancy  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference 
of  Independent  Theatre  Owners  the  pos- 
sibility that  the  dove  of  peace  which  has 
been  flapping  its  wings  over  the  relation- 
ship between  the  PCCITO  and  Fox  West 
Coast,  territory’s  largest  circuit,  may  be 
developing  a slight  touch  of  astigmatism 
— if  that  feathered  disciple  of  conciliation 
attempts  to  keep  an  impartial  eye  on  the 
contradicting  policies  of  the  two  organiza- 
tions. 

Differences  Appear 

That  obvious  differences  of  opinion  have 
arisen  despite  the  PCCITO’s  efforts  to  em- 
phasize a “harmony”  motif  is  evident  in 
the  fact  that  the  circuit  and  the  inde- 
pendent conference  disagree  on  at  least 
one  major — and  several  minor — points, 
particularly  as  regards  the  question  of  ad- 
vanced film  rentals.  Charles  Skouras, 
FWC  president,  has  gone  on  record  in 
favor  of  increased  distribution  charges — 
a policy  thoroughly  flayed  by  the  PCCITO 
in  its  first  signs  of  belligerency,  initially 
reflected  in  the  latest  copy  of  Index,  of- 
ficial PCCITO  organization  bulletin. 

Curiously  enough,  Robert  H.  Poole, 
PCCITO  executive  secretary,  gives  evidence 
of  himself  being  uncertain  as  to  just  what 
policy  his  organization  has  been  pursuing 
or  intends  to  adopt. 

First  he  declined  definitely  to  confirm 
a premeditated  change  in  the  unit’s  at- 
titude, indicated  in  Index’s  news  and  edi- 
torial content. 

Later  he  reversed  himself  by  admitting 
the  PCCITO  is  in  dispute  with  FWC  over 
the  matter  of  film  rental  increases — a fact 
already  obvious — and  declaring  that  the 
PCCITO  has  never  hesitated  to  differ 
with  FWC  or  any  other  organization  on 
matters  “vital  to  independent  showmen.” 
He  stressed,  however,  that  the  PCCITO  is 
“only  a clearing  house  to  get  benefits  for 


Juneau,  Alaska,  October  10,  according  to 
word  from  the  north. 

Jack  Kloepper  of  the  United  Artists 
Portland  office  on  the  Row  for  a confer- 
ence with  Ben  Fish,  western  district  man- 
ager . . . Martin  Brown  in  from  Yakima 
. . . Edward  Auger,  general  sales  manager 
for  RCA,  here  for  a few  days  . . . Wayne 
and  Mrs.  Christy  celebrating  a wedding 
anniversary  . . . The  first  meeting  called 
since  the  election  of  officers  of  the  North- 
west Film  Club  will  be  in  the  form  of  a 
dinner  followed  by  a business  session. 
Those  attending  will  be  the  new  president, 
Frank  Christie,  and  his  officers. 

Ollie  Hartman  has  recovered  sufficient- 
ly to  use  the  phone.  He  surprised  some  of 
his  friends  on  the  Row  by  phoning  from 
Grand  Coulee  . . . Florence  Shearer  off  for 
Los  Angeles  where  she  will  meet  Ben  who 
is  returning  via  California  from  a trip  to 
New  York  and  Boston  . . . George  Hickey, 
western  district  sales  manager  for  Metro, 
won  first  prize  of  $2,500  in  this  year’s  sales 
drive.  Butch  Wingham  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco exchange  (late  of  Seattle)  won  a 
prize  of  $500  and  his  employes  each  got  an 
extra  week’s  salary. 

J.  T.  Sheffield  out  for  Portland  after 
only  being  back  one  week  . . . Evelyn  Mc- 
Ginley  is  a Delta  Delta  Delta  pledge  at 
the  University. 


exhibitors  which  they’ve  never  been  able 
to  obtain  in  any  other  way,”  and  said 
the  “conciliation”  program  so  far  has  con- 
centrated on  problems  of  zoning  and  clear- 
ance. 

“What  Pox  West  Coast  intends  to  do 
about  cooperating  with  distribution,  or 
gaining  increased  film  rentals  is  strictly 
its  own  business,”  Poole  said. 

Further  question  as  to  the  stability  of 
the  PCCITO’s  “conciliation”  policy  is  seen 
also  in  its  treatment  of  another  west  coast 
exhibition  problem  — the  matter  of  so- 
called  “commercialized”  previews.  One  of 
the  major  points  in  a consent  decree  anal- 
ysis submitted  to  Thurman  Arnold  by 
Bob  White,  PCCITO  trustee,  insists  that 
“commercialized”  previews  should  be  con- 
sidered first-runs  if  presented  to  a “pay- 
ing audience  or  announced  to  the  public 
by  any  medium.” 

Obviously  this  clause  was  directed  prin- 
cipally at  FWC  more  than  at  any  other 
theatre  group,  as  “commercialized”  pre- 
views are  part  and  parcel  of  the  circuit’s 
exhibition  policy.  Yet  Poole  could  not  or 
would  not  give  any  explanation  of  the 
fact  that  the  PCCITO’s  “conciliation”  ef- 
forts on  this  point  had,  apparently,  met 
with  failure. 

Paper  Shows  Trend 

The  PCCITO’s  new-found  militancy  was 
first  evidenced  when  Index  carried  news 
stories  and  editorials  blasting: 

The  high  salaries  paid  film  stars  de- 
spite “prohibitive”  increases  in  film 
rentals. 

Estimated  losses  in  foreign  revenues  as 
reported  by  seven  major  companies,  which 
it  attempts  to  prove — through  disclosing 
the  comparative  1939  and  1940  profits — 
are  greatly  exaggerated. 

Distributors  for  not  living  up  to  their 
agreement  to  give  showmen  a 20  per  cent 
cancellation  privilege  and  not  to  force 
shorts,  newsreels  and  trailers. 


NEOPLASTICS,  INC. 

Manuiacturers  of 
Plastic  Products 

725  E.  Washington  Blvd., 

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. 

Phones:  Prospect  2471-2 


Specializing  in: 

TICKET  BOXES 
DISPLAY  SIGNS 
AROLITE 

ADMISSION  SIGNS 
AISLE  LIGHTS 
8x10  STILL  FRAMES 
SCHEDULE  HOLDERS 
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FD  COLLINS,  M-G-M  clerk,  has  left  the 
exchange,  with  Lane  Nicholas,  a ship- 
per, moving  in  to  replace  him.  Joe  Martin 
has  been  added  to  the  office  personnel  to 
take  over  for  Nicholas  . . . What  looked 
like  an  incidental  cleanup  job  at  the 
RKO  exchange  has  developed  into  a com- 
plete going-over.  The  outside,  too,  is  get- 
ting a new  coat  of  paint. 

A.  J.  O’Keefe,  Universal’s  western  dis- 
trict manager,  in  from  Salt  Lake  City  for 
a few  days  ...  On  the  Row:  Ralph  Pol- 
lack of  the  Million  Dollar  Theatre;  Jack 
Berman,  Eastland  circuit;  Al  Rice,  opera- 
tor of  the  Admiral  in  Hollywood  . . . Rae 
Winnick,  M-G-M  booker-secretary , decid- 
ed to  do  something  about  that  bad  tooth. 
So  she  took  a couple  of  hours  off  and  had 
a dentist  yank  it  ...  A boy,  yclept  Law- 
rence Albert,  was  born  October  2 to  Mrs, 

B.  J . Leavitt,  wife  of  the  independent  thea- 
tre operator  here. 

In  town:  Joe  Sloat  of  the  Maynard; 
George  Harter,  operator  of  the  Arlen;  Mac 
Sinift,  Del  Mar  Theatre  . . . That  attrac- 
tive blonde  at  Republic  is  Gladys  Collins, 
assistant  in  the  bookkeeping  department 
and  a new  staff  member  . . . Alma  Lang, 
booker-secretary  at  M-G-M,  vacationing 
at  Grand  Canyon  for  a week  . . . Ruben 
A.  Calderon,  manager  of  the  Azteca  ex- 
change, is  the  proud  father  of  an  8V4- 
pound  boy,  born  to  Mrs.  Calderon  October 
5 at  the  Methodist  Hospital  here.  The 
newcomer  has  been  named  Ruben  A.  Cal- 
deron jr. 

Jack  Valpi,  head  booker  at  M-G-M,  took 
part  of  the  day  off  to  nurse  a cold  . . . 
John  Ash,  M-G-M  auditor,  in  from  Salt 
Lake  City  . . . M.  J.  E.  McCarthy,  Mono- 
grain  salesman,  back  in  town  after  a sell- 
ing trip  through  the  northern  territory 
. . . Honeymooning  at  Carmel-by-the-Sea 
are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al  Hirsh  (the  former 
Sally  Walley  of  the  M-G-M  accounting 
department).  The  marriage  took  place 
October  6 at  the  Wilshire  Bowl  . . . Sid 
Weisbaum,  San  Francisco  branch  manager 
for  Republic,  has  flown  back  home  after 
a short  stay  here. 

Vera  Pavlo,  secretary  at  the  Warner  ex- 
change, has  been  transferred  to  the  com- 
pany’s San  Fi'ancisco  branch,  where  she 
will  act  as  secretary  to  Al  Shmitken, 
branch  manager  . . . George  Hickey, 
M-G-M’s  western  district  manager,  planed 
in  from  San  Francisco  . . . Fi’ank  Valuskis 
booked  the  Ed  Van  Riper  players  in  “Ten 
Nights  in  a Bar  Room”  for  his  Valuskis 


WANTED 

TO  BUY 

USED  PIPE  ORGAN 

Two  or  three  manual,  suitable  for 
small  auditorium.  Reply  giving  full 
description  of  organ  and  acces- 
sories including  manufacturer  and 
serial  number,  age,  condition  and 
lowest  cash  price  f.  o.  b.  cars 
present  location.  State  fully  if  play- 
able, repairs  or  reconditioning 
needed,  if  any. 

Address:  Box-1292,  BOXOFFICE, 
4804  E.  9th,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


in  Buena  Park  October  11.  The  burlesque 
melodrama  was  presented  between  pictures 
as  an  added  attraction  . . . On  the  Row: 
Jenne  Dodge,  Mission  and  Mayfair  thea- 
tres, Ventura;  Al  Galston  of  the  Marcal 
and  Hawaii  in  Hollywood;  Bill  Knotts, 
operator  of  the  Covina,  Covina. 

Lou  Halper,  theatre  supervisor  for  War- 
ner in  this  territory,  has  checked  in  from 
a two-week  tour  along  the  Pacific  Coast 
. . . Stan  Kenton  and  his  orchestra  have 
been  engaged  to  supply  the  music  for  the 
annual  Film  Exchange  Employes  dance, 
sponsored  by  Local  B-61,  lATSE.  Kenton’s 
band  played  for  the  affair  last  year. 

Doris  Rabiner  has  temporarily  replaced 
Sally  Sachs  as  a secretary  at  RKO  Radio. 
Sally  is  taking  a short  leave  of  absence  to 
recuperate  from  an  appendectomy  . . . 

C.  A.  B.  Emanuel  planed  out  for  San  Pran^ 
cisco  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his  sister, 
Ethel  Lepescu,  who  died  of  a heart  at- 
tack at  Franklin  Hospital  there.  Emanuel 
is  head  man  at  the  Foreign  Films  ex- 
change. 

Badly  burned  in  a minor  explosion  at 
the  exchange.  Earl  Johnson,  assistant  ship- 
per at  Columbia,  has  been  discharged 
from  the  California  Lutheran  Hospital, 
where  he  was  rushed  for  treatment  of  his 
injuries  . . . W.  C.  Riter  has  replaced  Jack 
Brower  as  branch  manager  for  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.  Riter  teas  formerly  with 
Grand  National. 

Mrs.  Sophie  Sager,  mother  of  Mrs.  Bert 
Bornstein  of  the  National  Screen  Service 
contract  department,  died  October  9 in 
Portland,  Ore.,  according  to  word  received 
here  . . . Booking:  Ben  Aranda.  Eureka 
Theatre,  Brawley:  Jack  Goldman  of  the 
Pico,  Empire  and  Park;  Gus  Acosta,  Rex. 
Fresno:  Frank  Ullman,  Broadway,  El 
Centro. 


NeoDlastics,  Inc,,  Adds 
To  Theatre  Facilities 

Los  Angeles — Increasing  progress  with 
its  line  of  plastic  accessories  has  forced 
Neoplasties,  Inc.,  to  enlarge  its  facilities. 
In  addition  to  the  already  established  Aro- 
lite  admission  signs  and  schedule  holders, 
such  items  as  ticket  boxes,  display  signs, 
eight-by-ten  still  frames  and  other  prod- 
ucts are  now  available. 

All  are  being  manufactured  from  the 
latest  in  plastic  materials,  with  a wide 
range  of  colors,  techniques  and  design  ef- 
fects. William  Wacht  is  sales  director; 
Chester  Stapp  technical  designer  and  Mat- 
thew Eggett  production  engineer.  Offices 
are  located  at  725  E.  Washington  Blvd. 


Three  in  Tacoma  Will 
Premiere  "Tugboat" 

Tacoma,  Wash. — Three  theatres  here  will 
simultaneously  world  premiere  Warner’s 
“Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again”  on  October 
18.  according  to  studio  plans. 

Marjorie  Rambeau  and  Alan  Hale,  stars 
of  the  film,  will  head  a Hollywood  con- 
tingent that  will  take  part  in  premiere 
activities. 


Tlpflnre  Your  Siiprpx  and  Tlitrb  Intpusity 

CARBON  WASTE 

25%  with  the  Cross  Carbon  Saving:  Device 
Write  for  B<>oklet  and  Trial 

CROSS  MACHINE  SHOP 

■>918  Pennsylvania  Ave.  DKTHOIT,  MICII. 


^AlILT  IILAKIIE 

“QONFERENCE  WEEK”  of  the  L.  D.  S. 

church  brings  thousands  into  Salt 
Lake  from  the  surrounding  territory  twice 
yearly  and  this  week  being  the  semi-an- 
nual meeting,  some  specially  attractive 
programs  have  been  arranged  here. 

Last  week’s  hit,  “Charlie  Chan  at  the 
Wax  Museum”  and  “Private  Affairs,”  was 
a hold-over  program  at  the  Capitol.  Man- 
ager C.  Clare  Woods  also  had  tremendous 
success  with  “Mad  Men  of  Europe.” 

The  local  Paramount  reopened  with  a 
good  deal  of  success  this  past  week  after 
having  been  closed  for  the  summer.  Nor- 
man Sprowl,  formerly  manager  at  the 
Utah  for  Intermountain  Theatres,  is  man- 
ager here  . . . “Brigham  Young,”  after 
having  played  for  five  consecutive  weeks 
in  this  city,  and  opened  with  the  world 
premiere  at  seven  different  houses,  is  con- 
tinuing to  break  records  in  this  territory. 

RKO’s  “The  Villain  Still  Pursued  Her” 
was  previewed  by  the  trade  with  much 
merriment  recently.  “Laddie,”  too,  has  just 
been  previewed  here  . . . RKO’s  picture, 
“Wagon  Trail,”  which  is  being  filmed  in 
southern  Utah  near  Kanab,  has  huge 
freight  wagons  called  “prairie  schooners,” 
exact  replicas  of  those  which  made  pos- 
sible the  historic  Mormon  trek.  They  were 
built  by  a pioneer  covered  wagon  builder. 

J.  T.  Sheffield  of  the  Sheffield-Repub- 
lic  Pictures,  Inc.,  returned  to  Seattle  re- 
cently after  visiting  here  for  several  days. 
Salesman  Art  Baron  is  covering  his  Idaho 
territory  currently,  and  G.  S.  Pinnel, 
branch  manager  in  Salt  Lake,  is  working 
in  Utah. 

Manager  F.  H.  Smith  of  the  local  Para- 
mount exchange  is  back  from  a sales  tour 
throughout  Montana,  and  reports  that  C. 
M.  Reagan,  western  division  manager,  and 
G.  A.  Smith,  district  manager,  were  here 
for  a short  stay  before  going  on  to  Los 
Angeles. 

Sam  Gardner.  M-G-M  chief  in  this  of- 
fice, is  back  from  an  extensive  sales  trip 
into  Montana.  He  reports  that  “Boom 
Town”  is  going  tremendously  throughout 
the  territory  . . . Bernie  Newman,  operator 
of  the  Mercury  exchanges  in  Salt  Lake 
and  Denver,  was  here  for  a short  time,  en 
route  to  California  to  close  a deal  with 
PRC.  Branch  Manager  Edwards  is  back 
after  a sales  trip  into  nearby  territory. 

Tony  Hartford,  manager  for  United  Art- 
ists in  this  branch,  is  working  in  Mon- 
tana currently  with  Salesman  Walt  Millar, 
we  learn  from  Joe  Madsen,  office  man- 
ager. Joe  Soloman  is  heading  this  way 
from  a Boise,  Idaho,  sales  trip. 

Stan  Worthen.  business  chief  for  the 
local  250  operators  union  here,  is  back 
from  southern  Utah,  where  he  went  in 
connection  with  the  filming  of  “Western 
Union”  near  Kanab.  He  reports  that 
many  of  the  local  250  technicians  are 
working  there,  including  Harold  Crose, 
Fred  Ferris,  James  Sullivan,  Vernon  Mal- 
strom  and  Les  Brown.  Filming  is  expected 
to  take  about  four  weeks  and  is  now  well 
under  way. 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 
“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
1964  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 

LOS  ANGELES 
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: SIDE-LIGHTS  : 

vs  — 

Sidney  Samuelson,  business  manager  of 
the  Allied  Theatres  of  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  H.  M.  Richey,  M-G-M  public 
relations  man  who  attended  the  conven- 
tion, did  not  know  each  was  in  Chicago 
Tuesday  night  until  they  started  con- 
fabing  Wednesday  afternoon  at  the 
Schroeder. 


Fred  Strom,  executive  secretary  of 
Northwest  Allied,  was  on  deck  to  repre- 
sent his  organization. 


First  official  act  of  the  newly-elected 
board  of  directors  was  to  reappoint  Harry 
Perlewitz  business  manager. 


Louis  Orlove,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  pro- 
vided an  attractive  cigaret  girl  to  ad- 
vertise his  product. 


Charles  W.  Trampe,  general  chairman 
in  charge  of  the  convention,  and  Bert 
Nathan,  chairman  of  the  exhibits  com- 
mittee, both  contributed  mightily  to  the 
success  of  the  gathering. 


Miss  Irene  Preston,  secretary  to  Busi- 
ness Manager  Harry  Perlewitz,  was  her 
usual  smiling  and  efficient  self  despite 
all  the  excitement  attending  such  an  af- 
fair. 


Theme  of  the  convention  program  was 
“to  bring  together  Independent  Exhibi- 
tors to  discuss  current  problems  import- 
ant to  the  successful  operation  of  Motion 
Picture  Theatres  in  our  respective  terri- 
tories; to  develop  through  co-ordinated 
effort  and  united  expression  a greater 
public  understanding:  to  command  the 
respect  and  cooperation  essential  to  im- 
proving our  business  generally.” 


President  Ainsworth,  a former  MPTOA 
official  who  has  done  wonders  in  assist- 
ing ITPA  of  Wisconsin  to  the  top,  was 
unstinting  in  his  praise  of  National  Allied 
officials  in  his  annual  convention  ad- 
dress. 


There’s  no  keeping  a good  man  down. 
F.  J.  McWilliams,  a past  president  who  at 
last  year’s  confab  announced  he  was  re- 
tiring from  participation  in  the  associ- 
ation as  an  officer,  is  back  in  an  execu- 
tive capacity  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
directors. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Eckardt,  operators 
of  the  Wisconsin  and  Rapid  theatres, 
Wisconsin  Rapids,  will  be  hosts  to  the 
next  district  meeting  in  their  city. 


Besides  Mrs.  Eckardt,  who  was  named  a 
director  of  the  association,  the  ITPA  of 
Wisconsin  numbers  another  active  woman 
exhibitor  member  in  Miss  Lucille  Forbes 
of  the  Cosmo  at  Merrill. 


"Wind"  Out  Oct,  20 

Chicago — “Gone  With  the  Wind”  is 
scheduled  to  conclude  its  record-breaking 
run  at  the  Essaness  Woods  on  Sunday, 
October  20,  when  it  will  have  completed 
39  weeks  at  the  theatre. 


Swirnoff  Installs  Sound 

Wauwatosa,  Wis. — I.  E.  Swirnoff,  presi- 
dent of  the  theatre  company  bearing  his 
name,  is  installing  new  RCA  sound  in  the 
600-seat  Tosa  here. 


ITPA  Looking  to  Leaders  on 
Decree  and  Other  Problems 


Milwaukee — A whole  range  of  problems 
from  the  consent  decree  to  16mm  and 
free  film  shows,  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Independent  Theatres  Protective 
Ass’n  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan, 
Inc.,  October  2 and  3 at  the  Schroeder 
Hotel  here. 

On  the  matter  of  the  consent  decree, 
most  exhibitors  were  puzzled  and  were 
interested  primarily  in  securing  informa- 
tion concerning  it.  Opinion  was  divided 
concerning  its  effectiveness,  and  it  was 
generally  agreed  that  whatever  the  as- 
sociation’s officers  and  national  Allied 
held  to  in  connection  with  the  decree’s 
operation,  was  satisfactory. 

Sidney  Samuelson,  business  manager  of 
Allied  Theatres  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
discussed  the  decree  and  the  Allied  In- 
formation Department  and  answered  ques- 
tions in  connection  with  each.  Replies 
from  Wisconsin  exhibitors  in  response  to 
AID  indicated  a wide  diversity  as  to  film 
rental,  it  was  said. 

A move  to  stem  16mm  competition  was 


Chicago  Merchants  Get 
Behind  a Premiere 


Chicago  — High-powered  showmanship 
was  assured  Paramount  for  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “North  West  Mounted  Police”  here 
October  24  at  the  Chicago  Theatre,  when 
officials  of  the  State  Street  Council,  the 
organization  of  the  city’s  leading  business 
men  undertook  to  participate  in  exploiting 
the  premiere. 

Beginning  October  14,  each  business  rep- 
resented in  the  Council  will  begin  adver- 
tising the  premiere  in  its  space  in  the 
Chicago  papers — space  which  in  1939  rep- 
resented a $10,000,000  advertising  bill. 

The  three-day  celebration,  starting  Oc- 
tober 22.  which  will  bring  Director  Cecil 
B.  DeMille,  Gary  Cooper,  Madeleine  Car- 
roll,  Paulette  Goddard,  Preston  Poster, 
Robert  Preston  and  Lynne  Overman  for 
personal  appearances,  will  find  two  miles 
of  downtown  State  Street  decorated  with 
American  and  Canadian  flags,  banners  and 
photographs;  store  fronts  bedecked,  and  a 
parade  with  bands  and  floats,  sponsored  by 
the  Council. 

The  culminating  event  of  the  celebration, 
the  premiere  itself,  for  which  Balaban  and 
Katz  are  advancing  admission  prices  (a 
policy  they  will  follow  in  subsequent  runs) 
will  be  covered  by  a coast-to-coast  radio 
hookup  arranged  by  WHN.  For  a week 
preceding  the  premiere  the  station  will 
broadcast  spot  announcements  each  hour. 


Illinois  UTO  Will  View 
"Down  Argentine  Way" 

Mount  Vernon,  III. — Twentieth  Cen- 
tury-Fox’s “Down  Argentine  Way”  was 
the  film  to  be  screened  at  the  Granada 
here,  as  part  of  the  luncheon  meeting  of 
the  United  Theatre  Owners  of  Illinois. 
The  meeting  itself  was  scheduled  for 
Thursday  at  the  Hotel  Emmerson. 


taken  with  the  appointment  of  A.  C. 
Berkholtz,  West  Bend,  to  head  a commit- 
tee to  investigate  this  “evil.”  Berkholtz 
maintained  that  free  shows  run  by 
“jackrabbit”  operators  have  grown  in 
three  years  from  a threat  to  a booming 
business. 

“In  the  region  around  West  Bend,  there 
are  eight  small  towns  which  have  no  thea- 
tres,” Berkholtz  said.  “Jackrabbit  opera- 
tors pay  $15  to  $20  for  a 16mm  film 
which  they  show  one  night  in  each  town 
to  crowds  of  from  200  to  600.  Merchant 
advertisements  flashed  on  the  screen  give 
the  operators  their  revenue.” 

Free  Shows  Increase 

Berkholtz  declared  that  whereas  in  the 
past  the  free  shows  have  been  operated 
only  during  the  summer  months,  they 
are  now  planning  to  rent  halls  and  show 
all  winter.  He  decried  the  release  of 
current  films  to  such  operators. 

William  L.  Ainsworth,  Fond  du  Lac, 
president  of  the  association,  in  his  ad- 
dress, outlined  the  progress  made  during 
the  past  year  both  in  membership  and  fi- 
nancially. He  pointed  to  the  district  meet- 
ings held  in  Marshfield,  Ripon,  Madison, 
Beloit,  Cedar  Lake  and  Merrill  as  success- 
ful aids  toward  building  a stronger  as- 
sociation. He  announced  the  next  district 
meeting  will  be  held  in  Wisconsin  Rapids, 
probably  in  October. 

Ainsworth  praised  the  work  of  Harry 
Perlewitz,  business  manager  of  the  asso- 
ciation, and  its  board  of  directors.  He 
stated  that  a man  formerly  on  the  state 
insurance  board  at  Madison  had  become 
affiliated  with  the  ITPA  of  Wisconsin  and 
was  in  a position  to  check  over  prop- 
erties of  members  and  determine  whether 
it  is  possible  to  save  them  money  on  in- 
surance and  also  on  power  and  light  rates. 

The  association  approved  the  realign- 
ment of  its  districts  with  nine  set  up  and 
increased  its  board  of  directors  from  9 to 
12  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  organi- 
zation. 

Join  Directors 

President  Ainsworth.  Vice-President  A. 
C.  Gutenberg.  Milwaukee,  and  Secretary 
Max  C.  Krofta,  Racine,  were  re-elected. 
Berkholtz  was  named  treasurer  succeeding 
H.  J.  Mirisch,  Milwaukee,  and  these  offi- 
cers together  with  Frank  J.  McWilliams, 
Portage;  Mrs.  Frank  Eckardt.  Wisconsin 
Rapids:  Ben  Marcus,  Ripon;  Mark  Mor- 
gan. Cedarburg;  John  Adler,  Marshfield; 
William  Smith,  Menomonie,  and  Bert  Na- 
than and  George  Langheinrich.  Milwaukee, 
comprise  the  board  of  directors. 

Following  the  opening  business  session 
on  Wednesday  afternoon,  a cocktail  narty 
was  held  in  the  Green  Room  of  the 
Schroeder  sponsored  by  the  association 
and  the  following  co-operating  firms: 

Ben  Poblocki  & Sons,  Motion  Picture 
Projectionists  Union,  Local  164,  Ray  Smith 
Co.,  Consolidated  Book  Publishers,  Ever- 
brite  Sign  Co.,  Theatres  Candy  Co.,  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co..  RCA  Sound 
System,  Metro  Premiums,  Wisconsin  Con- 
fection Cabinet  Corp.,  Droll  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Co..  Price  Theatre  Premiums,  Adler 
Silhouette  Letter  Co..  Wisconsin  Chair 
Co.,  and  Foto  Pay-day. 

The  annual  banquet  in  the  Crystal  ball- 
room on  Thursday  evening  was  attended 
by  some  200  theatre  operators  and  their 
wives. 
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Magnet  for  Thousands 
In  'Rockne'  Premiere 


By  GENE  RICH 

South  Bend,  Ind. — With  a natural  to 
work  with,  Warner  praise  artists  all  but 
outdid  themselves  when  they  pulled  be- 
tween 100,000  and  200,000  into  this  foot- 
ball capital  of  the  U.  S,  for  the  world 
premiere  of  “Knute  Rockne — All  Ameri- 
can,” 

A corps  of  publicists  from  both  coasts, 
headed  by  S.  Charles  Einfeld,  had  the 
press  of  the  U,  S, — especially  the  sports 
departments — talking  nothing  but  the 
Warner  biography  of  the  great  Notre 
Dame  coach  for  days  before  the  premiere. 

The  Warner  crowd  had  this  town  gaga 
for  days  and  weeks  over  National  Knute 
Rockne  Week,  which  was  used  as  the  basis 
of  the  celebration  for  the  four-theatre 
premiere.  The  night  of  the  premiere 
proper,  when  all  four  theatres — seating 
some  8,000  persons — were  jammed  and 
packed,  there  were  easily  another  100,000 
in  the  streets  of  the  city  clamoring  for 
a view  of  the  many  stars  the  company 
imported  for  the  affair. 

Actually  the  great  “Rock”  attracted  a 
greater  crowd  into  South  Bend  nine  years 
after  his  death  than  he  or  his  teams  ever 
drew  in  life.  The  people  came  from  every- 
where to  see  the  glamour  crew  from  the 
film  capital  which  included  Pat  O’Brien, 
Gale  Page,  Ronald  Reagan,  Donald  Crisp 
and  Owen  Davis  jr.,  of  the  cast  of  the 
picture.  Bob  Hone.  Rudy  Vallee.  Anita 
Louise,  Ricardo  Cortez,  Irene  Rich,  Gail 
Patrick.  Rosemary  Lane,  Bruce  Cabot. 
Jane  Wyman,  Charles  Ruggles  and  Peggy 
Diggens,  a new  Warner  starlet.  Jimmy 
Fidler  was  also  along  for  comments  every 
few  minutes  during  the  three-day  cere- 
monies. 

Events,  as  far  as  the  premiere,  started 
off  on  Thursday  night  with  a banquet  in 
the  University  of  Notre  Dame  banquet 
hall,  part  of  which  was  broadcast  over 
WGN,  Chicago,  and  the  Muiual  radio  net- 
work. There  were  1.000  in  attendance, 
with  Bob  Hope  acting  as  m.  c.  Highlight 


of  the  evening  was  the  reading  by  Frank- 
lin D.  Roosevelt  jr.,  of  a personal  mes- 
sage to  Mrs.  Bonnie  Skiles  Rockne  from 
his  father,  the  President. 

Many  film  lights,  besides  the  stars,  were 
introduced,  including  Postmaster-General 
Frank  Walker,  who  also  heads  the  Com- 
erford  circuit  in  the  east;  and  John  Bala- 
ban  of  B&K,  Chicago. 

Friday  saw  the  origination  of  the  week- 
ly Kate  Smith  radio  show  from  South 
Bend,  during  which  stars  of  the  picture 
appeared  on  the  national  network  pro- 
gram. A luncheon  was  held  at  the  South 
Bend  Country  Club  and  in  the  evening 
the  premiere  proper  took  place.  The  stars 
went  in  turn  from  the  Colfax,  to  the 
Palace,  to  the  Granada  and  to  the  State 
theatres  for  personal  appearances.  Events 
materialized  exactly  to  the  minute  on 
schedule,  one  of  the  first  times  such  has 
happened  since  out-state  premieres  have 
become  the  latest  Hollywood  rage. 

Friday  night  events  of  the  day  closed 
with  the  Knute  Rockne  Premiere  Ball  at 
the  Palais  Royale  where  Griff  Williams 
and  his  orchestra  furnished  music. 

Saturday’s  big  event  was,  of  course,  the 
Notre  Dame-College  of  the  Pacific  foot- 
ball game  in  the  Notre  Dame  stadium, 
preceded  by  the  stars’  appearance  at  St. 
Mary’s  College,  Catholic  girls’  school  op- 
posite Notre  Dame,  for  luncheon. 


South  Bend,  Ind. — The  Warner  stars 
did  a great  job  of  good  will  ambassa- 
doring  for  the  film  world  during  the  pre- 
miere week.  They  practically  knocked 
themselves  out  being  nice  and  doing 
everything  possible  to  make  the  event  a 
success.  Pat  O’Brien,  star  of  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American,”  exercised  great 
humility  and  restraint  in  every  speech  he 
made,  giving  full  credit  to  Mrs.  Bonnie 
Skiles  Rockne  and  Notre  Dame  officials 
for  their  unselfish  help. 


Warner  had  plenty  of  publicity  men 
here  on  the  job,  headed  by  S.  Charles 


Four  "Name"  Bands 
At  Variety  Affair 

St.  Louis — Four  “name”  bands  have 
been  engaged  for  the  big  benefit  stage 
show  to  be  presented  for  the  St.  Louis 
Variety  Club’s  charity  fund  at  Fanchon  & 
Marco’s  Fox  Saturday  night. 

It  is  also  announced  that  two  other 
orchestras  may  also  participate.  Those  al- 
ready engaged  are;  Joe  Sanders’  Night- 
hawks,  Will  Osborne’s  Orchestra,  the 
Jeter-Pillars  Club  Plantation  Band,  and 
the  Hal  Havird’s  Orchestra  from  the  ex- 
cursion steamer  Admiral. 

A1  Pearce,  radio  comedian,  will  serve  as 
master  of  ceremonies.  He  will  fly  from 
Los  Angeles  to  fulfill  his  promise  to 
Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  who  is  chairman  of 
the  general  committee. 

Others  who  are  to  participate  include 
the  entire  Club  Plantation  Revue,  the 
championship  drum  and  bugle  corps  of 
'the  Wellston  American  Legion  Post;  John- 
ny Perkins,  stage,  screen  and  radio  come- 
dian: the  Four  Co-Eds  and  a number  of 
additional  performers  being  engaged  in 
New  York  by  the  Fanchon  & Marco  in- 
terests. 


Einfeld,  and  his  two  top  aides,  Mort  Blu- 
menstock  from  the  east  and  Bob  Taplin- 
ger  from  the  studio.  Others  aiding  were 
Will  Yolen,  Sam  Clark,  Bill  Rice,  Irving 
Rubine  and  George  Schaffer  from  the 
studio:  Ben  Cohen,  Mitchell  Rawson  and 
Sid  Rechetnik,  New  York;  Bryan  Mat- 
thews, in  charge  of  transportation  and 
traffic,  from  the  studio,  and  Monroe  Ru- 
binger,  of  the  Chicago  office. 


The  excellent  pictorial  record  was  made 
in  photographs  by  Jimmy  Sileo,  of  Cosmo- 
Sileo  Studios  in  New  York.  Jimmy  was 
popping  bulbs  everywhere  during  the 
three-day  event.  He  came  prepared  to 
take  200  pictures,  but  his  supply  was 
soon  exhausted  and  he  had  to  stock  up 
again  in  South  Bend.  In  all,  he  shot 
around  500  pictures. 


Dave  Wallerstein,  B&K  district  mana- 
ger in  charge  of  the  South  Bend  houses, 
did  a great  job  on  arrangements,  and 
was  ably  assisted  bv  the  four  local  mana- 
gers; John  H.  Mitchell,  Palace;  Jerry 
Shinbach.  Granada;  Hugh  Martin,  Colfax; 
and  Duncan  Kennedy,  State;  in  addition 
to  City  Manager  Guy  Martin.  Their 
“bridge  of  stars,”  which  went  across  the 
street  from  the  Palace  to  the  Granada, 
was  quite  an  innovation. 


Among  the  exhibitors  from  this  section 
of  the  country  in  attendance  were  John 
Balaban.  Bill  Hollander,  Dave  Wallerstein. 
Jack  Sampson.  Walter  Immerman.  Harry 
Lustgarten.  Bill  Holden  and  Archie  Her- 
zoff  of  B&K:  Jimmy  Coston,  Warner  The- 
atres, Chicago;  Larry  Stein.  Warner  The- 
atres nublicist  in  Chicago,  who  also  helned 
out  the  film  boys  with  their  chores:  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Kerasotes.  Springfield. 
111.:  Gene  Russell.  Champaign.  Til.;  Carl 
Niease.  Indiananolis;  Harrv  Van  Nov.  An- 
derson. Ind.:  Harry  MacDonald.  Warner 
Theatres.  Milwaukee:  Manny  Pearlstein. 
Warner  nublicist.  Cleveland:  Joe  Feldman, 
Warner  theatres.  Pittsburgh;  Lou  Cochi- 
veti.  South  Bend  and  Mishawauka  exhibi- 
tor: Joe  Vogel  and  S.  Stein,  South  Bend. 


BADGER  FILTERS  for  Air  Conditioning  Systems 


LOW  COST  — EFFICIENT 
FLAMEPROOF 

• 

Stop  More  Dirt 
and 

Pass  More  Air 


Special  Intro- 
ductory Offer 
(Sizes  20x20 
and  16x25) 
$1.00 


BADGER  MANUFACTURING  & SALES  COMPANY 


743  NORTH  FOURTH  STREET 


MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


South  Bend  Sidelights 
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Celebrate  an  Anniversary — 

Employes  of  the  M-G-M  exchange  in  Indianapolis  help  celebrate  Branch 
Manager  Wade  Willman’s  18th  anniversary  as  their  chief,  at  the  Variety 
Club  rooms.  Seated  at  the  head  of  the  table  are  the  veterans  of  the  ex- 
change: Harry  Stevens,  head  shipper;  Ruth  Sipe,  exchange  cashier; 
Willman;  Irene  O’Brien,  chief  inspectress ; Whitey  Wagner,  city  salesman; 
Marie  Kreilein,  secretary. 


yiSITORS:  A.  McCarty,  Roxy,  Pendle- 
’ ton;  L.  R.  Condra,  State,  Milltown;  E. 
K.  Crouch,  Palace,  Fairmount;  J.  E. 
Stuckey,  Palace,  Montpelier;  Harmon  Alli- 
son, Ritz,  Mooresville;  Dick  Vlastos,  Fow- 
ler, Fowler;  Charles  W.  Star,  Liberty; 
Roger  Ludy,  Hines,  Portland;  Chris 
Winkenhofer,  Gem,  Huntingburg;  Harry 
Komblum,  Rosedale,  Evansville;  Nick 
Paikos,  Diana,  Tipton;  D.  D.  Lee,  Rex, 
Montezuma;  L.  L.  Jenner,  Rialto,  Maren- 
go; E.  T.  Thurston,  Rem,  Remington;  Gil- 
bert May,  Dream,  Cory  don;  Richard  G. 
Coffey,  Rilay,  Greenfield;  K.  E.  Maurice, 
Wabash,  Clinton;  Roy  E.  Harrold,  Prin- 
cess; Pat  Casey,  Diana.  Noblesville;  Mrs. 
Nelle  Orr,  Speedway,  Speedway  City;  I.  D. 
Gregg,  Boone,  Thorntown;  John  Micu, 
State,  Fort  Wayne. 

More  visitors:  Mrs.  Ethel  K.  Luckett,  In- 
diana, Scottsburg;  W.  T.  Studebaker, 
Logan,  Logansport ; Ferd  Nessel,  State,  An- 
derson; Bruce  Kixmiller,  Colonial,  Bick- 
nell;  Nate  Blank,  Orpheum,  Terre  Haute; 
Sam  Grimes,  Cine,  Brazil;  Ed  Donahoe, 
Grove,  Beech  Grove;  J.  B.  Sconce,  Play- 
house, Edinburg;  C.  E.  Rogers,  Rio,  Co- 
lumbus; Max  Page,  State,  Greenfield;  L. 
S.  Belton,  Community,  Greenwood;  Wally 
Furnas,  Browny,  Brownsburg ; Leonard 


Thanks  for  Everything 

CHICAGO — After  three  years  as  cen- 
tral editor  of  BOXOFFICE,  we  are  leav- 
ing this  week  to  become  associated 
with  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  in  its  pub- 
licity and  exploitation  department  in 
Chicago,  under  Bill  Bishop. 

May  we  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  our  many  exhibitor  friends  for 
their  cooperation  over  this  period,  for 
it  was  only  through  their  help  and  aid 
that  we  were  able  to  be  of  service. 

We  hope  that  we  may  continue  to 
merit  your  friendship  and  help  when 
we  meet  you  in  the  field  in  our  new 
capacity. 

And,  a hearty  welcome  to  Hal  Tate 
Teitelman  who  takes  over  for  BOX- 
OFFICE  this  week.  We  hope  you  make 
him  feel  as  much  at  home  as  you  did 
us— GENE  RICH. 


Sowar,  Rivoli,  Muncie;  Robert  Harned, 
Charlestown,  Charlestown;  J.  B.  Stine, 
Garfield,  Terre  Haute;  Joe  Schilling,  Audi- 
torium, Connersville;  Art  Clark,  Indiana, 
Bloomington;  Roy  Kalver,  Adams,  De- 
catur; Joe  Finneran,  Elwood,  Elwood; 
Trueman  Rembusch,  Artcraft,  Franklin; 
D.  G.  Steinkamp,  English,  English;  T.  N. 
Luckett,  Dream,  French  Lick;  J.  N.  Dixon, 
Flora,  Flora;  Frank  Reimer,  Quimby  Thea- 
tres, Fort  Wayne. 

Marvin  Cave,  assistant  ad  salesman  at 
the  20th-Fox  exchange,  resigned  to  join 
the  local  police  force  . . . C.  R.  Jackson, 
salesman  for  the  Burch  Mfg.  Co.,  has  re- 
turned from  a trip  to  Kansas  City  con- 
ferring with  his  bosses  . . . RKO  held  a 
trade  screening  of  “Ramparts  We  Watch” 
last  week  and  this  week  will  hold  one  for 
the  Indiana  Endorsers  of  Photoplays  and 
members  of  educational  circles. 

The  Fox  Theatre,  which  opened  last 
month  on  a flesh  show  policy,  is  installing 
new  sound  and  will  present  films  too,  ac- 
cording to  W.  H.  Trunick,  RCA  district 
manager,  who  completed  the  deal  with  Mr. 
Dickstein,  operator  of  the  theatres  . . . 
The  Apollo  is  now  providing  their  patrons 
free  parking  space  at  a nearby  Auto  Park. 

Members  of  the  Warner  exchange  at- 
tending the  South  Bend  premiere  of 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American,”  included 
Fred  Greenberg,  manager;  William  Wal- 
lace, office  manager;  Jack  Dowd,  booker; 
A1  Blankenbaker,  head  shipper;  Claude 
McKean  and  Gayle  Black,  salesmen  . . . 
Art  Baker,  manager  of  the  Circle,  also  at- 
tended the  premiere.  Art  has  the  picture 
booked  for  next  week  . . . Harry  Van  Noy 
and  his  Mrs.  also  attended  the  three-day 
celebration  at  South  Bend  and  report  a 
very  fine  time.  Harry  operates  the  Para- 
mount at  Anderson. 

The  Variety  Club  has  added  a new  ladies 
room  and  a new  ping  pong  room  . . . Marc 
Wolf,  chief  barker,  announces  that 
Johnny  Harris,  national  chief  barker,  and 
Bob  O’Donnell,  assistant  chief  barker,  are 
scheduled  to  attend  a meeting  here  this 
month  . . . George  Jessel  and  his  Holly- 
wood stars  made  Variety  Club  their  en- 
tertainment headquarters  while  in  town 
. . . Mel  Grundy,  manager  of  the  Rivoli 
at  Muncie.  is  the  latest  bridegroom  of  the 
Theatrical  Managers,  Inc.  circuit.  Marc 
Wolf,  general  manager,  held  a party  for 
him  recently. 


C IIHII 11  C A Cl  CO) 

JfAY  MORRISON  of  the  M-G-M  office 
staff  is  back  after  her  honeymoon  trip 
to  the  Smoky  Mountains  with  her  husband. 
Edward  Clerihan. 

Essaness  has  reopened  the  Julian,  this 
time  with  American  product.  The  house 
formerly  operated  ivith  Scandinaviaii 
product,  but  since  the  ivar  there  is 
no  such  product  available. 

E.  R.  Fensin  of  General  Seating  re- 
cently sent  out  a novel  announcement  on 
the  birth  of  his  daughter,  Janet.  It  was 
in  the  form  of  a blue-print,  giving  all 
“specifications.” 

Bill  Crouch,  executive  secretary  of  the 
United  Theatre  Owners  of  Illinois,  is  now 
distributing  a regular  monthly  neivs  bulle- 
tin to  members. 

Quota  for  the  amusement  division  of 
Chicago  Community  Fund’s  amusement  di- 
vision, headed  by  Jack  Kii’sch,  has  been 
set  at  $25,000  . . . Latest  figures  at  the 
Telenews  Theatre’s  presidential  poll  gives 
Roosevelt,  17,357  votes  and  Willkie,  15,610 
. . . Gene  Rich  plugged  “Gone  With  the 
Wind”  when  he  guested  on  Rosemary 
Wayne’s  WJJD  show. 

Bette  Davis  and  Eleanor  Powell  Chiefed 
out  October  7 while  Jon  Hall  and  Elsa 
Maxwell  arrived  on  Super  Chief  a day 
earlier  . . . Joe  Candy  Shoppes  is  spon- 
soring ‘‘Movie  Tattler”  program  presented 
by  Hal  Tate  Teitelman,  ceiitral  editor  of 
Boxoffice,  every  Sunday  at  1:00  p.  m.  over 
WAAF.  Hal  uses  name  of  “Hal  Tate”  in  his 
broadcasts. 


Filmack,  Union  Sign 

Chicago — An  agreement  between  Irving 
Mack  of  Filmack  Trailer  Co.,  and  Local 
666,  lATSE,  the  operators  union,  has  been 
signed,  calling  for  unionization  of  Filmack’s 
camera  department.  Frank  Bauer,  with 
the  firm  for  over  17  years,  has  been  named 
head  of  the  department. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

: A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor 

CHICAGO 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

WE  PRINT  EVERYTHING  THEATRICAL 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


White  Way  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 
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Suit  and  a Counter  Suit 
Involve  Settos  Theatres 


Indianapolis — Two  suits  were  filed  here 
last  week  in  the  Indiana  superior  coui’t 
for  the  dissolution  of  a partnership  oper- 
ating theatres  in  St.  Matthews  and  Shel- 
tyville,  Kentucky,  and  in  Booneville,  Beech 
Grove,  Indianapolis,  Linton,  Plymouth  and 
Tell  City,  all  in  Indiana. 

One  suit  was  filed  by  William  Rosen- 
thal against  George  Settos  of  Indianapolis 
and  Frank  M.  Krapp  of  La  Jolla,  Cal.,  oper- 
ating the  theatres  under  the  name  of 
Settos  Theatres.  Rosenthal  also  asked  for 
appointment  of  a receiver. 

The  other  suit  was  filed  by  George  Set- 
tos  of  Indianapolis  against  William  Rosen- 
thal, Indianapolis,  and  Frank  M.  Krapp, 
La  Jolla,  Cal.  However,  the  latter  suit 
was  to  be  withdrawn  by  Settos,  who  said 
the  legal  action  had  grown  out  of  a “mis- 
understanding” that  was  ironed  out  in  a 
meeting  held  after  the  two  suits  were  filed. 

Settos,  Rosenthal  and  Krapp  are  listed 
in  the  city  directory  as  officials  of  the 
theatre  company. 

A $125,000  Theatre  in 
Decatur  for  Frisina 

Decatur,  III. — Plans  for  construction  of 
a $125,000  theatre  here  are  announced  by 
Dominic  Frisina,  head  of  the  Frisina 
Amusement  Co. 

The  new  theatre — the  47th  in  the  chain 
begun  by  Frisina  in  1927 — will  seat  about 
1.000.  It  w'ill  be  located  on  West  Wood 
St.  between  Oakland  Ave.  and  the  Wabash 
railroad.  Construction  will  begin  in  a 
week  or  two,  and  the  building  will  be  fin- 
ished about  Febmary  1. 


"The  Flag  Speaks"  Boosted 

Brownsburg.  Ind. — Wally  Furnas,  man- 
ager of  the  Browny  Theatre,  had  the 
cooperation  of  the  local  American  Legion 
post,  who  presented  the  colors  on  the 
stage  during  the  showing  of  the  “The  Flag 
Speaks.” 


pHIL  SPITALNY  and  his  All-Girl  Or- 
chestra opened  a week’s  engagement  at 
Fanchon  & Marco’s  Missouri  October  11 
. . . Lester  Seasongood,  nephew  of  Joe 
Erber,  veteran  theatrical  booking  agent 
and  one-time  manager  of  the  Majestic, 
Avenue  and  Erber  theatres  in  East  St. 
Louis,  111.,  has  joined  the  U.  S.  navy. 

Roy  Grower,  noted  lic/ht  opera  sinqer 
and  former  tenor  with  the  St.  Louis  Mu- 
nicipal Opera,  has  been  enaaged  as  guest 
star  for  the  title  role  in  Sigmund  Rom- 
berg’s “The  Student  Prince’’  which  the 
Light  Opera  Guild  will  present  the  night 
of  October  14  in  the  Opera  House  of  the 
Municival  Auditorium  . . . Jack  Berlin  and 
his  Yiddish  Company  presented  two  per- 
formances of  “Hershele  Klegmer”  (The 
Jolly  Musician)  at  the  Municipal  Audi- 
torium. 

The  annual  Veiled  Pronhet’s  parade, 
October  8.  had  the  usual  effect  on  motion 
picture  attendance,  especially  in  the 
neighborhood  and  suburban  houses.  His 
Mystic  Majesty  always  knocks  the  the- 
atres for  a loon  on  the  night  of  his  pa- 
rade. The  next  night,  when  he  has  the 
annual  ball  at  which  his  Queen  of  Love  and 
Beauty  is  crowned  to  reign  for  a year 
over  St.  Louis  society,  there  is  no  effect 
w'hatsoever  on  theatres’  business. 
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: He  Was  a Fan  : 



Springfield,  III. — Springfield  and  the 
theatre  world  in  general  lost  one  of  its 
most  consistent  moviegoers  with  the  death 
of  Henry  Horner,  governor  of  Illinois. 

Night  after  night  the  chief  executive, 
when  not  balked  by  his  official  duties, 
could  be  found  in  a local  theatre.  As  a 
result  Springfield  theatre  crowds  knew 
him  well.  Although  given  courtesy  passes 
to  all  the  theatres.  Governor  Horner  al- 
ways insisted  upon  paying  his  way  and 
standing  in  line  to  await  his  turn. 

The  governor  was  not  choosy  about  his 
theatres.  One  night  it  might  be  the  most 
“ritzy”  in  the  city,  and  the  next  a third- 
run. 

Often  while  traveling  from  one  city  to 
another  by  car,  he  would  have  the  driver 
stop  at  some  theatre  along  the  way  which 
was  playing  a picture  that  appealed  to 
him,  thus  more  than  once  causing  worry 
as  to  his  whereabouts. 

The  governor  was  particularly  fond  of 
children  and  always  saw  to  it  that  under- 
privileged youngsters  loitering  about  the 
theatre  gained  admittance.  Often  he  would 
take  20  or  30  children  to  see  a circus, 
carnival  or  similar  amusement,  liberally 
providing  the  popcorn  and  pink  lemonade. 

During  his  illness  the  past  two  years, 
the  local  theatres  often  sent  pictures  over 
to  the  mansion  to  be  shown  for  the  gov- 
ernor’s pleasure. 


poX’S  PALACE  here  is  replacing  its  male 

ushers  with  girls.  Reported  reason  is 
that  some  ten  ushers  from  the  circuit’s 
downtown  houses  have  enlisted.  Leftovers 
from  the  Palace  will  be  switched  to  fill 
vacancies  at  the  circuit’s  Wisconsin  and 
Strand. 

“Ecstasy”  is  playing  its  second  week  at 
the  Drive-In  Theatre  . . . Mrs.  Ruth  Brugli 
and  Mrs.  Eva  Stanhope,  mother  and  grand- 
mother respectively  of  Robert  Taylor,  were 
local  visitors  calling  upon  a cousin,  Mrs. 
Elsa  Stanhope. 

Russ  Winnie  of  WTMJ  addressed  the 
season’s  first  meeting  of  the  Milwaukee 
County  Better  Films  Council  October  7 
. . . William  F.  Steinel,  city  sealer  for  the 
past  30  years,  will  journey  to  Hollywood 
shortly  to  visit  his  grandson.  Actor  Ted 
North. 

The  1940  Wisconsin  dairy  queen,  Dor- 
othy Harrison,  Stoughton,  left  recently  for 
Hollywood  to  take  part  in  a Republic 
picture  concerriing  4-H  Club  activities. 

The  Green  Bay  Packers  were  treated  to 
a preview  of  “Knute  Rockne — All  Ameri- 
can” at  the  Fox  exchange  here  prior  to 
their  game  last  week  with  the  Chicago 
Cardinals.  Coach  Harry  Stuhldreher  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  Gov.  Julius  P. 
Heil  and  Mayor  James  Law  were  invited 
to  a preview  showing  of  the  same  flicker 
October  5 at  the  Capitol  in  Madison  by 
Manager  Edward  J.  Benjii. 

Warjier-Saxe  will  shortly  install  new 
seats  in  its  Juneau,  south  side  house  . . . 
Ashley  Theatres’  Orpheum  and  Parkway 
played  “Strike  Up  the  Baiid”  simultaneous- 
ly in  Madison. 

West  Bend  Theatre  presented  “Life  in 
West  Bend,”  a film  produced  locally,  last 
week  . . . Miss  Cleo  Moore,  a Fond  du 
Lac  theatre  employe,  was  married  recently 
to  Sylvester  Koenigs. 


Publix-Great  States 
City  Managers  Meet 


Chicago — Publix-Great  States  Theatres, 
Inc.,  held  a one-day  city  managers’  meet- 
ing at  the  Drake  Hotel,  October  8. 

Principal  speakers  were  John  Balaban, 
Henry  Stickelmaier,  assistant  divisional 
director;  M.  M.  Rubens,  divisional  mana- 
ger; John  P.  Dromey,  head  of  booking 
department;  E.  C.  Upton;  C.  B.  Rubens, 
maintenance  head;  A.  L.  Trebow;  Roy 
Rogan,  northern  Illinois  district  manager; 
Thomas  P.  Ronan,  central  Illinois  district 
manager,  and  I.  Wienshienk,  southern  Illi- 
nois district  manager. 

A drive  in  observance  of  Barney  Bala- 
ban’s  fifth  anniversary  as  Paramount  pres- 
ident, will  be  held  nationally  from  Thanks- 
giving through  Christmas. 

Others  attending  the  meeting  were:  Jules  J. 
Rubens,  divisional  director;  F.  N.  Weber,  office 
manager;  Frank  Omick  and  E.  H.  Keys,  bookers; 
Dave  Wallerstein,  district  manager;  Jack  Wohl, 
short  subject  booker,  and  E.  E.  Alger,  president 
of  the  La  Salle-Peru  Theatre  Corp.,  affiliate  of 
Publix-Great  States. 

City  managers  attending  the  convention  were: 
E.  B.  Lewis,  Aurora;  C.  B.  Atkins,  Blue  Island; 
A.  J.  Damon,  Chicago  Heights;  Rudy  Born,  El- 
gin; Milton  Brown,  Freeport;  E.  R.  Toerpe, 
Galesliurg;  Walter  Grometer,  Harvey;  Marvin 
S.  Harris,  Joliet;  William  T.  Langdon.  Kankakee; 
Thomas  C.  Pierce,  Kewanee;  William  Heasman, 
Streator;  John  L.  Mitchell.  Waukegan;  Gil  Brown. 
Bloomington;  E.  E.  Crabtree,  La  Salle;  Paul 
Witte.  Decatur;  M.  D.  Lewis,  Danville;  Henry 
Foehrkalb,  Woodriver;  George  Mullare,  Pekin; 
L.  C.  Worley,  Peoria;  J.  P.  Hoeffler,  Quincy; 
Perry  Hoeffler,  Quincy;  M.  E.  Berman,  Spring- 
field;  Frank  Stale3^  Edwardsville ; J.  R.  Mc- 
Cullough, East  St.  Louis;  Harry  Redmon.  East 
St.  Louis;  Ralph  W.  Lawler,  Toledo,  and  Syl- 
van L.  Kupfer,  Normal. 

Essaness  Promotion  Tie 
With  Dog  Food  Firm 

Chicago — Essaness  has  closed  a deal 
with  the  Rival  Dog  Food  Co.,  Chicago,  in 
which  210  coaster-wagons  will  be  given  to 
youngsters  at  the  chain’s  21  houses.  Five 
will  be  awarded  at  each  house  at  the 
Saturday  matinee  October  19,  and  the 
other  five  at  the  October  26  matinee. 

Norman  Castle  and  Bob  Montgomery  of 
the  Essaness  publicity  department  set  the 
deal  for  the  circuit. 


C.  MURRAY,  manager  of  the  Fox- 
^ Lincoln,  found  it  necessary  to  hold 
“Foreign  Correspondent”  over  a second 
week  . . . Sam  Bonansinga,  business  agent 
for  the  local  stagehands  union,  is  a 
member  of  the  committee  planning  the 
1940  Community  I\md  campaign. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Kerasotes  attend- 
ed the  premiere  of  “Knute  Rockne — All 
American”  at  South  Bend.  Kerasotes  is 
general  manager  of  Kerasotes  Theatres 
...  A special  preview  of  “The  Howards 
of  Virginia”  for  educators  and  school 
teachers  was  held  at  the  Sencite.  Later 
195  school  children  of  New  Berlin  saw  the 
picture  at  the  Senate  as  the  guest  of  Ly- 
man E.  Smith,  publisher  of  the  New  Ber- 
lin paper. 

The  'Tivoli,  which  has  been  closed 
throughout  the  summer,  is  being  touched 
up  and  undergoing  minor  repairs  prior 
to  its  reopening  some  time  this  month 
. John  Dickson,  manager  at  Litchfield, 
and  Pio  Pedrucci,  manager  at  Gillespie, 
were  visitors  at  the  Frisina  home  office. 

Joe  Nepote,  manager  of  the  Esquire,  and 
his  brother,  Pete,  manager  of  the  Frisina 
house,  at  Robinson,  spent  their  vaeation 
together  in  Chicago  . . . “Strike  Up  the 
Band”  did  terrific  at  the  Orpheum. 
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Cassils  Charge  Conspiracy  in 
Bill  Filed  in  St  Joseph 


Variety  Ball  Ticket 
Group  Is  Named 

Kansas  City — First  committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed and  get  into  action  on  the  an- 
nual Charity  Movie  Ball,  scheduled  for 
Pla-Mor  next  month,  is  the  committee  on 
general  ticket  sales,  which  is  headed  by 
Sam  Abend  of  Film  Delivery.  Abend,  who, 
year  in  and  year  out,  continues  to  do  a 
lot  of  fine  work  for  Variety,  has  named 
chairmen  for  eleven  ticket  selling  teams. 
They  are: 

Frank  Hensler,  Metro;  C.  E.  Gregory, 
National  Screen;  Reube  Finkelstein,  Byam 
and  Jayhawk;  Bob  Withers,  Republic  Mid- 
west; C.  E.  Shafer,  Fox  Midwest;  H.  J. 
Griffith,  H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres,  Inc.;  Max 
Barewin,  Price  Theatre  Premiums;  Ben 
Marcus,  Columbia;  Pin  ton  Jones,  Travel- 
ers Insurance  Co.;  Joe  Manfre,  Paramount, 
and  Fred  Bredehoft,  attorney. 

Tickets  now  are  being  sold. 

Seat  reservations  for  the  Movie  Ball 
already  are  available,  and  can  be  had  by 
calling  June  Medcalf  at  221  West  18th, 
HArrison  4825. 


Sunday  Night  Shows  Lose 
Draw  in  Minneapolis 

Minneapolis — Sunday  night  business,  at 
one  time  the  best  of  the  week,  has  tumbled 
so  badly  that  some  of  the  neighborhood 
houses  here  are  using  giveaways  on  that 
evening. 

Exhibitors  blame  the  radio  for  the  fall- 
ing off.  On  Sunday  night,  it’s  pointed  out, 
the  stations  offer  many  of  their  best  pro- 
grams of  the  week. 


Theatre  Ads  Put  Stress 
On  the  Giveaways 
Minneapolis  — Independent  neighbor- 
hood houses  are  using  their  newspaper  ads 
on  giveaway  nights,  in  many  instances,  to 
plug  their  gifts.  In  most  cases  the  film 
attraction  is  only  mentioned  incidentally 
in  small  type  at  the  bottom  of  the  ad. 
Dinnerware  and  dresserware  seem  to  be 
the  principal  giveaway  items  at  the 
present  time. 


New  "U"  Booker 

Kansas  City — Larry  Klein,  formerly 
booker  for  Universal  at  Philadelphia,  has 
succeeded  Ed  Solig  as  head  booker  for 
Universal  here.  Before  joining  Universal, 
Klein  was  four  years  with  RKO  in  Minne- 
apolis, as  office  manager,  then  salesman. 

ft -■  ■ 

There's  Hose  at  the 
End  of  the  Line 

Minneapolis — Two  St.  Paul  neighbor- 
hood houses,  using  a woman's  hosiery 
giveaway,  found  the  newspapers  refus- 
ing to  advertise  the  gift  when  a large  de- 
partment store,  one  of  the  sheet's  biggest 
advertisers,  protested  against  the  al- 
leged "unfair  competition." 

Now  the  theatres  fill  their  newspaper 
display  ads  on  hosiery  giveaway  days 
with  four  large  question  marks  and  in- 
structions to  the  readers  to  call  the  thea- 
tre's teleohone  number  "for  full  particu- 
lars." The  ads  don't  even  mention  the 
film  attraction's  name. 

JJ 


St.  Joseph,  Mo. — Instances  of  alleged 
violations  of  anti-trust  laws  by  Dubinsky 
Brothers’  Enterprises  and  several  film  dis- 
tributing companies  were  reported  in  a 
bill  of  particulars  filed  in  federal  court 
here  by  Eugenia  and  Frank  Cassil  at  the 
request  of  Judge  Merrill  E.  Otis. 

The  Dubinskys  and  other  defendants 
requested  the  bill  when  the  Cassil  suit  for 
$452,775  damages  was  called  in  court  here 
in  September.  Judge  Otis  has  indicated 
it  will  be  tried  at  a term  of  court  here 
in  December. 

The  Cassils  contended  in  the  bill  of 
particulars  that  the  defendants — Barney 
Dubinsky,  Irwin  Dubinsky,  Edward  Dubin- 
sky, also  known  as  Edward  Durwood,  and 
William  Dubinsky  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  Paramount  Film  Distributing 
Corp.,  Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Corp., 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc., 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  United  Artists 
Corp.,  Universal  Film  Exchanges,  Inc., 
Columbia  Pictures  Corp.  and  Vitagraph, 
Inc.,  to  keep  the  Cassils  from  obtaining 
other  than  third  run  and  subsequent  run 
pictures  for  their  Rialto  in  the  South  Side 
here. 

The  Cassils  further  alleged  that  Charles 
G.  Geiger,  named  as  a defendant  in  the 
original  complaint,  conspired  with  the  Du- 


Admission  Reduction 
Reappears  in  Lincoln 


Lincoln — Prices  are  taking  another 
juggling  in  Lincoln,  the  result  of  J.  H. 
Cooper’s  decision,  after  almost  summer- 
long  operation  trying  to  get  away  from 
balcony-main  floor  differences,  to  lop  15 
cents  off  the  night  time  main  floor  price 
for  those  people  willing  to  sit  on  the  shelf. 
Lincoln  had  been  going  for  40  cents 
straight,  but  now  has  a two-bit  all-day 
opportunity. 

With  this  move,  Howard  Federer,  with 
the  opposition,  knocked  a similar  amount 
off  his  balcony  at  the  first  run  Varsity. 


Deny  Conspiracy  Charges 
Made  by  A.  R.  Johnson 

Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. — Affidavits  filed  here 
by  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  and  Wel- 
worth  circuits  deny  the  allegations  of  A. 
R.  Johnson,  local  and  Aberdeen  exhibitor, 
in  his  federal  court  suit.  Johnson  claimed 
a conspiracy  to  deprive  him  of  product  and 
force  him  out  of  business. 


Stars  Buy  Time 

Minneapolis— -Laurel  and  Hardy,  screen 
stars  appearing  at  the  Orpheum,  have  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  performers 
playing  an  engagement  to  purchase  radio 
spot  announcements.  They  were  bought, 
too,  at  regular  rates. 


Making  "Buck  Privates" 

Hollywood — Universal  will  make  “Buck 
Privates”  as  one  in  the  Richard  Arlen- 
Andy  Devine  series.  Ben  Pivar  will  pro- 
duce. 


binskys  by  agreeing  to  remodel  and  equip 
a building,  then  owned  by  him,  as  a mo- 
tion picture  theatre  and  lease  it  to  the 
Dubinskys,  or  to  some  persons  named  by 
them,  to  act  as  their  agent  and  to  operate 
the  theatre,  known  as  the  Valley  Theatre, 
in  competition  with  the  plaintiffs  and 
“with  the  express  purpose  and  intent  of 
driving  these  plaintiffs  out  of  the  motion 
picture  business  in  St.  Joseph.” 

The  plaintiffs  declare  that  “the  agree- 
ment further  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
Valley  Theatre  would  be  operated  in  such 
a manner  that  it  would  obtain  pictures 
prior  to  the  theatre  owned  by  the  Cassils 
and  at  a price  below  the  price  at  which 
the  said  distributor  defendants  would  be 
willing  to  sell  exhibition  rights  to  the 
plaintiffs,  and  that  the  Valley  Theatre 
would  operate  at  prices  of  admission  which 
would  be  impossible  for  these  plaintiffs 
to  meet  without  doing  business  at  a loss.” 
Also,  that  a part  of  the  agreement  and 
conspiracy  among  Geiger  and  Dubinskys 
was  that  the  distributor  defendants  would 
join  with  Geiger  and  the  Dubinskys  to 
prevent  the  Rialto  from  obtaining  first 
or  second  run  pictures. 

Vague  on  Form 

The  bill  also  charged  “that  all  of  the 
said  agreements  and  conspiracies  as  here- 
in before  alleged  were  made  with  the 
further  object,  design  and  purpose  that 
the  said  defendants,”  the  Dubinskys, 
“should  have  and  enjoy  a monopoly  of  the 
first  and  second  run  exhibition  of  mo- 
tion pictures  in  the  city  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  and  environs  and  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  all  competition  with  the  said 
defendants”  in  the  operation  of  their 
theatres. 

The  “result  and  effect  of  said  agree- 
ments and  conspiracies  were  to  create 
such  a monopoly  that  the  Dubinskys  have 
monopolized  the  trade  and  commerce 
among  the  several  states  of  the  United 
States  in  the  exhibition  of  motion  picture 
film,  first  and  second  run,  in  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  to  the  damage  of  the  plaintiffs  as 
alleged  in  the  plaintiffs’  complaint.” 

The  Cassils  admitted  in  the  bill  that 
“these  plaintiffs  do  not  know,  and  have 
been  unable  to  find  out,  after  careful  and 
diligent  inquiry,  whether  said  agreements, 
combinations  and  conspiracies  were  oral 
or  in  writing.  That  to  the  best  knowl- 
edge and  belief  of  said  plaintiffs  said 
agreements,  combinations  and  conspi- 
racies were  partly  oral  and  partly  in  writ- 
ing and  plaintiffs  do  not  have  copies  of 
such  parts  as  were  in  writing  and  are  un- 
able to  furnish  copies  thereof,  without 
discovery  proceedings  as  provided  in  the 
rules  for  federal  procedure.” 

List  Three  Claims 

The  Dubinskys  operate  the  Missouri, 
Orpheum  and  Electric  in  the  downtown 
district  of  St.  Joseph. 

In  setting  out  the  amount  of  damages 
sought,  the  Cassils,  in  their  original  pe- 
tition, listed  three  claims.  The  first  is 
that  the  plaintiffs  and  investment  amount- 
ing to  $59,500  have  been  “substantially 
destroyed.”  The  operating  loss  and  dam- 
ages resulting  from  opening  the  Valley  were 
set  at  $5,925.96.  A forced  reduction  of 
admission  prices  at  the  Rialto  is  alleged 
to  have  resulted  in  a loss  of  operating  re- 
ceipts in  amounts  aggregating  more  than 
$60,000. 

Triple  damages  are  asked  under  the 
Sherman  and  Clayton  acts. 
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Nebraska -Iowa  MPTO  Feels 
Need  for  Reorientation 


By  B.O.  TELLER 

Omaha — The  MPTO  of  Nebraska  and 
western  Iowa  has  been  in  existence  25 
years  this  month  and  many  exhibitors  are 
wondering  what  will  happen  to  this  or- 
ganization in  the  future  due  to  recent 
developments. 

Charles  E.  Williams,  owner  of  the  Park 
Theatre  here  until  a few  weeks  ago,  has 
served  the  MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  Iowa 
as  president  for  20  years.  Recently  Wil- 
liams told  Boxoffice  he  thought  the  pres- 
ent organization  should  either  show  some 
signs  of  life  or  else  the  younger  exhibi- 
tors in  the  Nebraska-Iowa  territory  should 
get  busy  and  form  a new  exhibitor  or- 
ganization. 

Organization  Needed 

Williams  thinks  there  should  be  an  in- 
dependent exhibitor  organization  “by  all 
means”  in  order  to  further  the  policies 
which  have  been  the  basis  of  the  MPTO 
of  Nebraska  and  western  Iowa  for  25 
years:  to  promote  good  fellowship  among 
independent  theatre  owners  and  to  pro- 
tect the  independent  exhibitor’s  interests. 

The  MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  western 
Iowa  was  in  the  formative  stages  in  Oc- 
tober, 1915.  The  organization  took  con- 
crete form  a few  months  later,  however, 
when  a dozen  theatre  owners  drew  up  the 
set  of  by-laws  which  established  the  or- 
ganization. 

A1  Pramer  served  as  the  first  president, 
and  he  was  last  heard  of  in  Oklahoma. 
J.  Erie  Kirk,  who  now  operates  the  North 
Star,  Omaha,  was  the  first  secretary- 
treasurer. 

Among  present-day  exhibitors  who  have 
been  active  in  the  MPTO  for  the  past  20 
years  are  Sam  Epstein,  Omaha  circuit 
owner;  A.  H.  Reckords,  Majestic,  Hebron, 
Neb.;  Ralph  E.  Falkenburg,  Majestic,  Lex- 
ington, Neb.;  H.  P.  Kennedy,  Bow,  Bro- 
ken Bow,  Neb.,  and  Dale  Goldie,  Ameri- 
can, Cherokee,  la. 

Taxation  a Concern 

The  organization’s  membership  peak 
was  reached  in  1922  and  1923,  when  the 
total  was  100  members.  At  present  there 
are  about  50  members.  Only  in  one  year, 
in  1932,  was  the  group  affiliated  with  the 
national  organization. 

The  association  has  had  two  major 
fights  on  its  hands  in  its  25  years  of 
existence.  One  was  censorship,  the  other 
taxation.  From  1915  to  1925,  the  main 
fight  was  against  a series  of  censorship 
bills,  sponsored  by  legislators  unfriendly 
to  exhibitor  interests.  In  1922  such  a bill 
was  passed,  but  it  was  vetoed  by  the 
governor. 

In  the  past  15  years,  taxation  has  been 
the  independent’s  main  worry  from  a leg- 
islative standpoint.  Perennial  proposals 
are  a ten  per  cent  tax  on  admissions,  a 
ten  per  cent  tax  on  film  rentals,  and  simi- 
lar taxes.  Similar  bills  probably  will  be 
introduced  in  the  1941  Nebraska  and  Iowa 
legislatures  when  these  meet  next  Janu- 
ary, Williams  told  Boxoffice. 

Exhibitors  in  the  Nebraska-Iowa  terri- 
tory are  urged  to  write  their  views  on 
this  subject  to  Charlie  Williams  or  to 
Boxoffice. 


Zimmerman  Modernizina 

Warrenton,  Mo. — W.  T.  Zimmerman  is 
modernizing  the  Vita  Theatre  by  install- 
ing new  RCA  sound  and  screen. 


Strong  Resurgence 
For  Iowa  Business 


Des  Moines  — Business  barometers 
throughout  Iowa  last  week  continued  to 
show  improvement  over  conditions  last 
year. 

At  Waterloo,  a new  all-time  high  for 
building  construction  was  reported.  Per- 
mits for  buildings  valued  at  $3,167,000  were 
issued  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the 
year.  This  is  $196,000  greater  than  the 
previous  full-year’s  record,  set  in  1938. 

In  Sioux  City,  75  building  permits  with 
a valuation  of  $180,075  were  issued  during 
September  compared  with  71  permits  for 
$111,625  in  the  same  month  last  year. 

Postal  receipts  at  Shenandoah  for  the 
first  nine  months  were  greater  than  dur- 
ing all  of  1939.  Total  was  $218,977  for 
nine  months  as  against  $210,370  all  last 
year. 

In  Wapello  county,  car  registrations 
passed  the  10,000  mark,  while  in  all  of 
1939  there  were  only  9,954.  New  car  regis- 
trations in  Cerro  Gordo  county  have  ex- 
ceeded those  of  the  same  period  last  year 
by  15. 

Far  out  of  line  with  these  reports  were 
comments  of  many  theatre  exhibitors  who 
continue  to  report  business  below  the  same 
period  a year  ago.  Some,  however,  are 
beginning  to  add  that  ticket  sales  picked 
up  during  September  and  are  not  so  far 
below  other  years  as  was  the  case  in  mid- 
summer. 


Partnership  Adds  Filth 
House  to  Garbett  Chain 

Des  Moines — The  Garbett  Theatre  En- 
terprises, Inc.,  added  a fifth  theatre  to  its 
Des  Moines  circuit  when  General  Man- 
ager E.  M.  Garbett  formed  a partnership 
with  L.  H.  Kahn,  owner  of  the  Grand. 

Kahn,  operator  of  the  Grand,  located  at 
East  Sixth  St.  and  Grand  Avenue,  for  10 
years  and  its  owner  for  the  last  three,  will 
continue  to  manage  the  house  under  the 
partnership  agreement.  The  600-seat 
theatre  recently  was  remodeled  with  in- 
stallation of  new  screen  and  sound  equip- 
ment, new  lighting  and  a new  front. 

Other  theatres  operated  by  the  Garbett 
Enterprises  here  are  the  Varsity,  Avalon, 
Lincoln  and  Forest. 


Vaude  Acts  Will  Augment 
Line  at  Minny  Alvin 

Minneapolis — Five  to  six  vaudeville 
acts  will  augment  the  16-line  chorus  and 
production  numbers  at  the  Alvin,  instead 
of  midwest  burlesque  roadshows,  starting 
next  week.  The  acts  will  be  booked  out 
of  the  William  Morris  office  in  Chicago. 

Harry  Hirsch  and  Harry  Katz,  veteran 
burlesque  operators,  formerly  of  the  Gay- 
ety,  are  operating  the  Alvin.  The  house 
shows  independent  feature  photoplays  and 
short  subjects  in  conjunction  with  the 
stage  shows  at  55  cents  top. 


O mi  A IIHII  A 

pERN  BULL,  secretary  to  C.  W.  Allen, 

RKO  boss,  was  married  recently  to  Ed 
Archer  of  Omaha.  Mary  Baert  of  the  RKO 
exchange  was  Fern’s  bridesmaid.  Reports 
are  that  Fern  will  keep  on  working  for  a 
while  . . . Two  birthdays  at  United  Art- 
ists; Donald  Vernon  McLucas  and  Opal 
Woodson  . . . Also  a birthday  for  Lou 
Kozal,  Tri-States  ad  artist. 

Sol  Yeager,  one  of  Filmrow’s  best  pros- 
pects for  Uncle  Sam’s  army,  claims  he  re- 
ceived a 12-hour  notice  to  he  ready  for 
immediate  call.  Sounds  like  a gag,  or  is  it. 
Sergeant?  . . . Edward  Morris,  Eagle 
Grove,  la.,  has  a wedding  anniversary 
soon  but  we  haven’t  been  able  to  learn  the 
number  . . . Also  a birthday  for  Harold 
Conroy,  exhibitor -barber  at  Shelton,  Neb. 

Corrinne  Dwyer,  former  cashier  at  the 
Brandeis,  now  the  mother  of  a bouncing 
daughter  . . . Ray  Brown,  Harlan,  la., 
spotted  in  an  exchange  at  the  mercy  of  a 
booker  . . . More  birthdays:  Wayne 
Stephenson,  Paramount,  and  Milt  Swift, 
Warner.  Anyone  else  on  Filmrow  this 
week?  . . . Wally  Johnson  in  town  and  ex- 
cited about  his  new  theatre  at  Friend, 
Neb. 

Bert  Thacker  of  South  Sioux  City,  Neb., 
also  on  Davenport  St.  making  plans  for 
his  new  theatre  at  Pender,  Neb.  . . . Mort 
Troxell  of  Dewitt,  Neb.,  failed  to  report  to 
Boxoffice  this  week  and  will  hereby  get 
ten  demerits  . . . Still  more  birthdays: 
John  Anderson,  South  Dakota  circuit 
owner;  Larry  Day,  Clarion,  la.;  H.  P. 
Borah,  Bryant,  S.  D.;  Alton  Smith,  Mur- 
ray, la.;  Vern  Hagemann,  Waverly,  la. 

Heavyweight  Dept. — Ed  Rostermundt, 
United  Artists  peddler,  and  B.  A.  Tomte, 
Paramount  salesman,  will  have  to  take  a 
back  seat.  The  new  champ  is  none  other 
than  Tiny  Nattingly,  294-pound  RKO  ped- 
dler. Of  course  Ed  will  still  be  the  gum 
champion  and  Tomte  is  about  to  be  a 
poppa,  but  for  the  champ  of  them  all,  look 
at  Tiny.  Joe  Smith  is  handling  his  con- 
tract for  personal  appearances! 

Ted  Emerson  back  on  the  job  after  a 
sad  trip.  His  father  died  last  week  . . . 
Will  Singer,  Brandeis  manager,  back  from 
a trip  to  Chicago  and  a tour  of  the  Singer 
circuit.  He  says  things  are  booming  in 
northern  Iowa,  where  the  crops  are  good, 
and  around  Davenport,  la.,  where  there 
are  national  defense  industries. 

Mike  Roth  is  all  excited  about  the  new 
services  of  National  Screen  . . . And  still 
more  birthdays:  Marvin  Fosse,  Wellman, 
la.,  and  Carl  Parsons,  Keota,  la.  . . . Some 
of  us  who  have  been  kidding  Gus  Kopald 
want  him  to  know  it’s  all  in  fun  and 
seriously  we  hope  for  speedy  recovery  . . . 
Harriett  Wolsky,  United  Artists  cashier, 
will  be  married  in  January  ...  All  the  boys 
on  Filmrow  are  looking  forward  to  Octo- 
ber 16,  registration  day. 


Fred  Strom  Will  Report 
On  Wis,  Allied  Meet 

Minneapolis — ^Northwest  Allied’s  Twin 
City  section  will  meet  to  hear  a report 
from  Fred  Strom,  executive  secretary,  on 
the  Wisconsin  Allied  convention  at  Mil- 
waukee which  he  attended.  He  conferred 
there  with  S.  M.  Samuelson,  national  Al- 
lied president,  and  says  he  received  valu- 
able information  on  the  status  of  the  con- 
sent decree  and  on  figures  compiled  from 
the  first  information  form  sent  out  by  the 
organization. 
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Night  Shopping  Test 
Benefits  First-Runs 


Kansas  City — Inaugurated  four  weeks 
ago,  Downtown  Night,  a promotion  to  pull 
people  into  the  downtown  sector  Thurs- 
day evenings,  has  proved  fairly  beneficial 
to  first  runs,  according  to  managers. 

The  cost  of  the  promotion  to  theatres 
is  not  great,  consisting  as  it  does  of 
trailers  and  some  free  parking  tickets. 
Most  managers  feel  at  this  point  that  the 
promotion  is  a good  thing  for  the  down- 
town area,  which  hasn’t  been  promoted 
for  years. 

However,  theatres  do  extra  business  on 
Thursday  nights  now  only  if  they  have  a 
good  picture  which  the  public  is  buying, 
anyway.  In  that  case,  the  Downtown 
Night  makes  some  difference,  from  two 
or  three  to  five  per  cent  usually,  al- 
though it  has  run  as  high  as  ten.  Again, 
while  it  may  help  Thursday  nights,  at 
the  same  time  it  tends  to  cut  the  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  matinee  business.  Mer- 
chants also  have  found  this  to  be  true. 
It  still  pulls  business  away  from  suburban 
theatres. 

The  promotion,  which  will  run  at  least 
until  Christmas,  has  some  value  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  a civic  venture,  and  the- 
atremen  are  participating. 

E.  C.  Rhoden,  head  of  Fox  Midwest 
Theatres,  is  a member  of  the  Downtown 
Committee,  which  is  behind  the  promo- 
tion. 


Fox  Midwest  Com'onwlth 
Buy  Republic  Product 

Kansas  City — A deal  for  its  new  season 
product  has  been  closed  by  Republic  Pic- 
tures with  the  Fox  Midwest  Theatres  and 
with  the  Commonwealth  circuit. 

E.  C.  Rhoden  and  Lon  Cox  represented 
Fox  Midwest  and  Clarence  Schultz  and 
Leonard  Allen,  Commonwealth.  J.  R. 
Grainger,  president  of  Republic,  and  Rob- 
ert F.  Withers,  Kansas  City  franchise  hold- 
er, acted  for  Republic. 

Zack  Beiser  Starts  on 
Years  Military  Duty 

Kansas  City — Lieut.  Zack  Beiser,  office 
manager  at  Columbia,  leaves  October  12 
for  a four-week  engineers’  service  school 
at  Ft.  Belvoir,  Va.,  near  Washington.  This 
will  be  the  start  of  a year’s  duty  with  the 
noth  Engineers  at  Camp  Robinson,  Ark. 

Irving  Altshuler,  home  office  auditor, 
will  succeed  Beiser  as  office  manager  here. 

L.  /.  Ludwig  Operates 
Trio  in  Jamestown 

Jamestown,  N.  D. — With  the  taking  over 
of  the  Star  and  Opera  House  from  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  L.  J.  Ludwig, 
former  co-manager  of  that  company,  now 
has  all  three  local  theatres.  Previously 
he  had  bought  the  State  from  the  Bennie 
Berger  circuit.  He  has  an  operating  ar- 
rangement with  Minnesota  Amusement. 


To  Manage  the  Lee 

Cherryvale,  Kas. — Marvin  Bank  will 
manage  the  Lee  here,  which  two  weeks 
ago  was  taken  over  by  Sol  Bank,  his  fath- 
er, St.  Louis,  and  Nick  Kotsis,  who  has 
the  Oswego,  Oswego,  Kas.,  and  the  Hol- 
den, Holden,  Mo.  The  theatre,  to  be  com- 
pletely re-equipped  and  remodeled,  will  be 
renamed. 


K AY  € IE  IE 

QN  THE  ROW:  Glen  Newbold,  Temple, 
Yates  Center,  Kas.;  Howard  Meek, 
Anne,  Maysville,  Mo.;  Frank  Cassil,  Rialto, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  H.  Danberry  and  son. 
Will,  with  Will’s  young  4-year-old  son, 
Lucille,  King  City,  Mo.;  A.  J.  Simmons, 
Plaza,  Burlington,  Kas.;  J.  W.  Grantham, 
Baxter,  Baxter  Springs,  Kas.;  G.  C.  Coff- 
man, Osceola,  Osceola,  Mo.;  E.  A.  Peter- 
son, Plaza,  Greenfield,  Mo.;  A1  Straffus, 
Cozy,  Ottawa,  Kas.;  George  Summers, 
Royal,  Unionville,  Mo.;  Warren  Weber, 
Pix,  St.  John,  Kas.;  Harry  Blake,  DeRay, 
Joplin,  Mo.;  Bob  Shelton,  Commonwealth 
district  manager,  Warrensburg,  Mo.;  F.  L. 
“Doc”  Lowe,  Lowe,  Sterling,  Kas.;  Nick 
Kotis,  Holden,  Holden,  Mo.,  Oswego,  Os- 
wego, Kas.,  and  Lee,  Cherryvale,  Kas.;  M. 
J.  Aley,  Princess,  Eureka,  Kas.;  C.  B.  Kelly, 
Kelly,  Wakeeney,  Kas.;  Charles  Travis, 
Avalon,  Sarcoxie,  Mo.;  Mrs.  lola  'Travis, 
Plaza,  Crane,  Mo.;  Elmer  Bills,  Lyric,  Sails- 
bury,  Mo. 

Tom  Edwards  is  celebrating  his  tenth 
anniversary  at  the  Ozark,  Eldon,  Mo. 

We  spotted  Ernie  Block  at  Joplin,  Mo., 
the  other  night,  just  finishing  a sandwich, 
which  may  explain  the  sort  of  front  he’s 
putting  up  these  days.  It’s  still  “Business 
is  good  for  Warner  Brothers”  with  Ernie 
. . . Next  day  Hugh  Gardner  of  the  Or- 
pheum,  Neosho,  Mo.,  ate  lunch  in  Jop- 
lin— and  enjoyed  it,  as  usual.  Said  he  was 
going  to  Kansas  City  Wednesday  to  attend 
the  Episcopal  convention. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  Beisner  of  the  Ava- 
lon, Glasco,  Kas.,  were  on  Filmrow  three 

(Continued  on  page  27) 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mig.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 
1820  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  HA.  7472 

Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


Gene  Aulry's  Horse 
Flies  With  Star 

Kansas  City — In  the  old  days  they 
called  the  flying  horse  Pegasus.  Modernly, 
however,  he  is  Champion,  and  he  flew 
through  here  Monday  on  the  same  plane 
that  was  carrying  Gene  Autry,  his  mas- 
ter, to  Madison  Square  Garden,  New  York, 
for  the  rodeo.  Autry  had  a bid  for  the 
rodeo,  but  there  was  only  a couple  of  days 
to  get  into  New  York  from  Hollywood. 
TWA  supplied  the  answer  with  a special 
stall  built  into  the  transport. 

A crowd  quickly  gathered  when  Autry 
and  the  horse  appeared  at  the  airport 
here,  and  during  the  40-minute  stop 
Champion  performed  tricks  and  Autry 
signed  autographs.  Part  of  the  crowd  con- 
sisted of  a number  of  exhibitors  in  from 
western  Missouri  and  Kansas.  Among 
them  were  Howard  Meek,  Maysville,  Mo.; 
H.  Danberry  and  son.  Will,  King  City,  Mo.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  Beisner,  Glasco,  Kas.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Grantham,  Baxter 
Springs,  Kas.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  C.  Coff- 
man, Osceola,  Mo.;  E.  A.  Peterson,  Green- 
field, Mo.;  A1  Straffus,  Ottawa,  Kas.; 
George  Summers,  Unionville,  Mo.;  George 
Harttmann,  North  Kansas  City;  E.  C. 
Rhoden,  Lon  Cox,  A.  R.  Zimmer  and  Senn 
Lawler  of  Fox  Midwest;  Doc  Hitchler  of 
the  Fox  Vista. 


Zear  Leases  House 

Morning  Sun,  Ia. — C.  J.  Zear  has  leased 
his  theatre  here  to  E.  W.  Ferguson  and 
A.  B.  Horner  of  Kirksville,  Mo.  The  new 
operators  will  remodel  the  house  and  re- 
open it  as  the  Sun. 


FILM  LABORATORIES 


MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 
K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassil,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 


SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

■A  HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR— 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


BOXOFFICE  ::  October  12,  1940 


93 


Call  on  RKO  in  New  York — 


thy  Day,  Art  Anderson  and  Monroe  Ru- 
binger  . . . And  those  blasted  football  uni- 
forms Harry  Holdsberg  has  draped  on  his 
DM  theatre  ushers  only  serve  as  a constant 
reminder. 

If  you  thought  RKO’s  ad  campaign  on 
“They  Knew  What  They  Wanted”  was 
B-I-G  last  week,  wait  till  you  see  the  rest 
of  it.  The  RKO  hands  know  what  THEY 
want  . . . Customers!!  . . . With  an  ad- 
vance schedule  like  that,  no  wonder  this 
week’s  label  is  “No  Time  for  Comedy!”  . . . 
Tain’t  funny,  McGee  . . . National  Screen 
Service  is  having  itself  a time  mov- 
ing AAI  at  long  last,  and  now 
Frank  Greenland  is  trying  to  peddle  some 
excess  racks  to  anybody  who  needs  some 
excess  racks.  They  are  not  nervous  racks, 
according  to  Frank,  but  very  good,  steady, 
solid  racks.  Chick  Friedman  decided  to  be 
in  Omaha  during  the  week  (just  like  a 
man  to  manage  to  be  away  when  its  house- 
cleaning time  or  moving  day).  Toby’s 
been  feeling  poorly,  but  she’s  in  the  pink 
again  now. 


Visitors  to  the  RKO  Exhibitors  Lounge  in  New  York  include,  on  the  left,  a 
pair  of  honeymooners,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  Perper  of  the  Ritz  and  Varsity  in 
Minneapolis;  and  on  the  right,  A.  C.  Mersier  of  the  Mersier  Theatre  at 
Perryville,  Mo.,  and  a friend. 


0HEERFUL  Lional  “Beau”  Wasson! 

“Yeah,”  says  Lional,  after  asking  Box- 
office  & Co.  about  their  flying,  “Remem- 
ber good  old  Speed?  Now  there  was  a guy 
who  could  fly  . . . he’s  dead  now  . . . 
crashed  out  here  flyin’  upside  down  eight 
feet  from  the  ground.  And  then  there 
was  Art.  Art  was  good  too  . . . ummmm,  he 
burned  up  in  that  little  ole  Monocoupe. 
Aw,  I tell  you  kids,  flyin’  is  great  sport! 
Stop  up  at  the  office  one  of  these  days 
and  pick  up  a book  of  mine  that’ll  tell  you 
all  about  it.”  Says  the  pretty,  blonde  Mrs. 
Wasson,  gleefully:  “Lional  doesn’t  fly 
any  more.” 

Excuse  us,  please,  but  the  Weiland-Plude 
affair  is  definitely  on  again.  Florine  will  be 
Mrs.  Henry  Plude  after  October  30  and  the 
mind-changing  time  will  be  over  for  good. 
Henry  will  come  lo  DM  for  the  big  event 
at  St.  John’s  and  then  the  Pludeweilands 
will  cut  back  to  Rock  Island  . . . Al  Hill, 
Lou  Elman’s  new  booker  over  at  RKO, 
used  to  be  a lieutenant  in  the  army.  What’s 
that  make  you  now,  Al? 

Bob  Newman  (Rochester)  is  leaving  Re- 
public to  be  a part  of  the  Chick’s  AAI.  It 
was  a false  alarm  (fire)  at  Bob  Hildreth’s 
jernt  the  other  day,  but  it  had  Bob  fooled. 


I STOPPED  IN  *TH£  ALCOVE* 
BETWEEN  4 AND  6-AND 
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He  clutched  the  Orpheum’s  cut-all  to  his 
bosom  and  rushed  wild-eyed  into  the 
street.  Those  people  all  talking  at  once 
down  in  front  of  the  Des  Moines  the  other 
night  and  waving  their  arms  around  in 
circles  weren’t  mad.  It  was  just  Eddie 
Dunn,  Harry  Holdsberg,  Art  Stolte  and  the 
Claytons  talking  a fine  flying  lesson  and 
demonstrating  for  each  other  banks,  turns, 
glide  angles,  stalls  and  landings — all  to 
the  astonishment  of  passersby. 

Bookers  up’n  down  the  Row  say  exhibs 
are  beginning  to  turn  the  corners  of  their 
mouths  up  a bit  about  biz  . . . Mary  Ben- 
jamin is  missing  at  Columbia.  She’s  va- 
cationing in  Topeka,  Kas.  . . . Evelyn  Rosen 
says  she’s  getting  that  always-a-hrides- 
maid-never-a-bride  look.  She  attended  her 
cousin’s  wedding  in  Sioux  City  last  week. 
George  Lofink  has  the  nerve  to  smoke 
Chuck  Elder’s  fine  rum-and-maple  tobacco 
and  then  complain  about  how  it  smells. 

Cannonball  Lee:  “Hello!” 

Voice,  singing  sweetly  on  other  end  of 
wire:  “Happy  New  Year,  dear  Mervel, 
Happy  New  Year  to  you!” 

Mervel:  “Deah,  deah,  DEAH!” 

Bet  Mervel  would  give  his  last  spear  of 
hair  to  know  who  sent  him  that  musical 
Yom  Kippur  greeting. 

We  garnered  all  the  following  nick- 
names for  Woodrow  Wilson  Sherrill  at  one 
exchange:  Short-Stride,  Buggy-Top,  Over- 
the-Barrel  Sherrill  . . . Tri-States’  screen- 
ings of  “Knute  Rockne”  for  R&T  sports 
scribblers  declared  a dividend  last  week. 
Bert  McGrane  used  a blurb  on  the  film  as 
the  lead  on  his  football  column  . . . Box- 
OFFiCE  & Co.  are  still  consoling  each  other 
over  their  being  unable  to  get  away  for 
the  South  Beyid  premiere  despite  the  very 
pleasant  and  persistent  urgings  of  Doro- 


Our  "New  Season  Hits" 

Announcement  on  Your  Screen  is  Low  in 
Cost  and  High  in  Seat  Selling  Value. 
Write  us  for  Full  Details 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

122  W.  18th  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


The  turnover  at  National  Screen  is  ter- 
rific, but  it’s  in  the  personnel  not  the 
paper  . . . Latest  comers  and  goers  are 
Pat  Wilson  and  Marj  Brown  . . . Strictly 
goers  are  Martelle  Elman,  Betty  Grammell 
and  Ruth  Godden  . . . Strictly  comer 
(Harry  Peter  Franz  hopes)  is  Norma. 
Brernian.  Mrs.  Greenland  has  the  sweetest 
personality  and  very  nice  dimples  to 
match.  So  long  as  we’re  acting  as  the  Na- 
tional Screen  house  organ  for  the  nonce, 
we  must  mention  for  the  benefit  of  all  you 
exhibs  that  AAI  (which  has  been  tem- 
porarily shut  down  for  moving)  will  be 
ready  to  go  again  by  October  26  . . . Well, 
we  shall  see,  we  shall  see.  In  the  meantime, 
does  anybody  on  the  Row  have  a four- 
wheeled  hand  truck  to  lend  for  a spell? 

Cupid  is  beating  his  little  wings  against 
the  Universal  windows  again.  He  keeps  try- 
ing to  get  lone  to  let  him  in.  Woody  Sher- 
rill is  looking  for  new  worlds  to  conquer 
and  Bill  Dippert  is  getting  along  famously 
with  Miss  Ecstacy.  Carey  Smith  was  in 
at  Jess  Carter’s  having  his  evening  java 
before  taking  up  his  nightly  seat  on  the 
Warner’s  fire  plug.  Bill  Curry  has  the  in- 
side dope  on  the  woes  of  being  papa  to 
two  little  gals.  Her  name  has  slipped  our 
mind,  but  anyhow  we  want  the  girl  at 
Stearns  who  sold  us  that  new  blouse  to 
know  that  it’s  perfect  (her  husband  works 
for  you,  Stan  Mayer), 

Sorry  to  bring  up  the  moving  of  AAI 
again,  but  M.  Van  Praag,  district  man- 
ager, and  Henry  Kohn,  assistant  branch 
manager  of  National  Screen,  were  here  last 
week. 

Harry  Holdsberg  and  Marvin  Graybeal 
may  be  showing  “Knute  Rockne”  at  their 
Des  Moines  and  Roosevelt  theatres,  but 
the  whole  town’s  helping  ’em  promote  it. 
The  mayor  gave  permission,  the  police 
force  detoured  traffic,  the  R&T  provided 
a building  and  Drake  University  supplied 
football  players  so  Tri-States  could  stage 
a 13-story  up-and-down  forward  pass  to 
signal  the  show’s  opening  . . . Uniformed 
Drake  gridmen  spent  their  lunch  hour 
trying  to  catch  a football  tossed  from  the 
13th  floor  of  the  R&T  building  by  Half- 
back Walt  O’Connor.  Each  received  a 
ducat.  And  there  were  100  more  inside 
the  500  toy  balloons  which  were  released 
over  the  spectators’  heads. 


To  “Father  and  Son" 

Hollywood — Noel  Smith  will  direct 
“Father  and  Son,”  the  Booth  Tarkington 
story,  for  Warner  from  a script  by  Fred 
Niblo  jr. 
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days  this  week  celebrating  their  second 
wedding  anniversary . 

On  October  3 Mrs.  Ed  Hartman  present- 
ed the  manager  of  the  Murray  with  a 61/2- 
pound  girl,  Elaine,  at  St.  Joseph’s  hospital. 
The  mother  and  baby  are  doing  right  well, 
but  Ed  is  inclined  to  tip  over  things.  He’s 
expected  to  recover.  This  is  No.  1 for  the 
Hartmans. 

The  Filmrow  Flailers,  baseball  ten  from 
the  industry,  are  scheduled  to  play  the 
Safeway  Stores  team  at  a game  of  softball 
October  12.  The  prize  is  a keg  of  beer. 
Members  of  the  Filmrow  team  are  Bob 
Conn,  Gary  Hodson,  John  Long  and 
George  Reagan,  of  20th-Fox;  Roger  Lea- 
ton,  Metro;  Frank  Norris,  WB;  Bob 
Biechele,  National  Screen  Service;  Harry 
Bradbury  and  Ted  Wilkinson,  Columbia, 
and  Martin  Stone,  Screenland.  Good  drink- 
ing, kids! 

M.  A.  Otto,  Linn,  Pleasanton,  Kas.,  is 
recommending  that  Republic  Pictures 
make  “Scatterbrain”  less  dramatic.  One 
old  gentleman  collapsed  with  heart  trou- 
ble during  the  showing  of  the  picture  at 
the  Linn  the  other  evening. 

K.  K.  King,  manager  of  the  Rialto, 
Searcy,  Ark.,  for  Commonwealth,  was  on 
Filmrow  Wednesday  returning  to  Searcy 
from  a Kiwanis  convention  in  Topeka,  Kas. 

Add  this  to  your  civic  value  citations: 
E.  C.  Rhoden,  head  of  Pox  Midwest,  a 
chain  composed  largely  of  neighborhood 
houses,  is  active  on  the  Downtown  Com- 
mittee, purpose  of  which  is  to  revivify 
the  business  area.  The  Thursday  night 
shopping  sprees  don’t  help  the  suburban 
theatres,  Rhoden’s  certainly  included,  but 
the  chain  head  is  said  to  feel  that  any- 
thing that  helps  build  up  the  city  will 
eventually  help  everyone  in  it. 

Mr.  arid  Mrs.  Charley  Potter,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Graham  and  Bill  Bradfield 
went  fishing  on  the  James  River  over 
last  weekend.  Bradfield’s  comment  after- 
ward: ‘‘If  Potter  could  keep  his  plug  out 
of  the  trees,  he  could  catch  fish.”  Pot- 
ter’s comment:  ‘‘?  ? ?.” 

On  the  Row:  Yic  Williams,  Delphus,  Car- 
thage, Mo.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  K.  Cowley, 
Siloam  Springs,  Ark.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Bessier,  Humboldt,  Kas.  . . . L.  J.  Kim- 
briel  reports  the  sale  of  lamps  to  Bill 
Fulton’s  State,  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  and 
sound  to  J.  Ward  Spielman’s  Gem,  Bald- 
win, Kas. 

Frank  Ritter,  manager  of  the  Fox  Up- 
town,  and  Mrs.  Ritter  are  vacationing  in 
the  West  by  motor  car.  Holman  Ander- 
son is  spelling  him  at  the  Uptown. 

Each  of  the  225  children  at  the  R.  J. 
Delano  school,  here,  who  signed  the  letter 
to  Betty  Brewer  in  Hollywood  recently, 
thanking  Betty  for  giving  them  a good 
time  while  she  was  in  Kansas  City  to 
make  a personal  appearance  at  the  New- 
man, will  get  a personally  autographed 
picture  of  Betty. 

The  Shrine  Roller  Derby  at  the  Pla- 
Mor  is  really  pulling  them  in.  Just  an- 
other one  of  those  things,  say  the  ex- 
hibitors . . . The  city  is  proposing  a hike 
in  the  tax  on  music  boxes  around  town 
from  $3  to  $3.50. 


Arthur  Kimball  Heads 
lATSE  in  Nebraska 


Omaha — Arthur  Kimball  of  the  Omaha 
Theatre  heads  the  Nebraska  state  asso- 
ciation of  the  lATSE  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Other  officers  are: 

Boots  Kostlan,  Brandeis,  Omaha,  first 
vice-president:  Roy  Werner,  Stuart,  Lin- 
coln, second  vice-president;  Clyde  Cooley, 
Fox  screen  room,  Omaha,  secretary-trea- 
surer. Cooley  succeeds  Roy  M.  Brewer, 
member  of  Local  586,  Columbus  Operators 
and  Stage  Employes,  who  held  the  post 
seven  years.  Brewer  has  just  been  elected 
secretary  of  the  Ninth  district  of  lATSE. 

The  state  association’s  legislative  com- 
mittee did  not  recommend  any  new  legis- 
lation but  instructed  the  officers  of  the 
association  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  legis- 
lature starting  next  January.  The  follow- 
ing operators,  stage  employes  and  film  in- 
dustry employes  attended: 

Omaha  — Art  Kimball,  Bill  Barrett, 
Frank  Galligan,  William  Brewer,  L.  P. 
Dupley,  R.  L.  McIntyre,  Boots  Kostlan, 
Howard  Jackson,  Clyde  Cooley.  Represent- 
ing other  locals  were:  Roy  Werner,  Lin- 
coln; Roy  Brewer  and  Leo  Tews,  Colum- 
bus; S.  Schmalzried,  North  Platte;  I.  J. 
Kelly,  Beatrice. 

Hellborn  Is  Metro  Publicity 
Representative  in  Omaha 

Omaha — Louis  Hellborn  has  been  ap- 
pointed M-G-M  exploitation  representa- 
tive in  the  Omaha  and  Des  Moines  terri- 
tories. Hellborn,  who  will  headquarter  at 
the  local  exchange,  succeeds  H.  W.  Lam- 
bert. 

Another  change  in  the  company’s  ex- 
ploitation ranks  involves  the  transfer  of 
Norman  Pyle  from  Chicago  to  Minneapolis. 
Pyle’s  post  is  taken  over  by  Gene  Rich, 
formerly  Central  area  editor  for  Box- 
office. 

The  Gopher  Is  Second  in 
Crookston  tor  Hillers 

Crookston,  Minn. — Their  second  theatre 
here  was  opened  recently  by  C.  L.  and 
Ernotte  Hiller,  operators  of  the  800-seat 
Grand.  It  is  the  new  Gopher,  which  was 
built  at  a cost  of  $50,000  and  which  seats 
706. 

The  Gopher  features  special  smoking 
rooms  in  the  auditorium,  a children’s  “cry 
room,”  a magic  fountain  and  a ladies’ 
vanity  room. 


Bruce  Adapting  "*Eadie" 

Hollywood — George  Bruce  is  adapting 
“Eadie  Was  a Lady,”  from  his  own  orig- 
inal, for  20th-Fox.  Lou  Edelman  will  pro- 
duce. 

ft  -■ 

Invites  the  Blind  to 
Hear  Deanna 

Des  Moines — “Home  for  Blind  Women 
25  Years  Old"  a headline  in  the  DM 
Sunday  "Register"  told  Paramount  Thea- 
tre Manager  Eddie  Dunn. 

"Deanna's  Film  Really  Puts  Joy  in 
Your  Heart."  said  the  headline  on  Hedda 
Hopper's  film  colony  column  Monday. 

Eddie  put  the  two  headlines  together, 
stirred  them  into  an  idea  and  as  a re- 
sult, 15  residents  of  the  Iowa  Home  for 
Sightless  Women  Friday  heard  Deanna 
Durbin  sing.  They  were  Eddie's  guests 
at  the  opening  of  Deanna's  new  picture. 
"Spring  Parade"  at  his  theatre. 
kv  J 
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Simian  Stunt  : 


Minneapolis — Manager  Bill  Sears  of  the 
Orpheum  is  nursing  some  nasty  scratches 
and  has  a few  more  grey  hairs  from  worry 
as  the  result  of  a publicity  stunt  for  Laurel 
and  Hardy  who  appeared  at  his  theatre  in 
person  last  week. 

The  stunt  contemplated  the  gift  of  a 
live  monkey  in  the  comedy  pair’s  behalf 
to  the  winner  of  a contest  held  by  "Merle 
Potter  to  obtain  a name  for  the  new 
column  which  he  has  started  in  the  Times- 
Tribune.  For  the  purpose  of  publicity  and 
otherwise  numerous  gifts  of  various  sorts 
have  been  contributed. 

Sears  had  the  monkey  delivered  to  the 
Orpheum  Theatre  and  then  the  trouble 
started.  Without  any  warning,  the  ani- 
mal began  to  cut  capers  and  made  an 
effort  to  escape.  Sears  was  scratched 
when  he  tried  to  grab  the  monkey  which 
succeeded  in  getting  away  and  dashed 
through  an  opening  into  rafter  space 
above  the  balcony. 

All  efforts  to  coax  the  monkey  out  were 
unavailing.  It  was  necessary  to  post  a 
guard  at  the  opening  to  prevent  the  ani- 
mal from  running  out  into  the  auditorium. 
Though  it  had  no  food  or  drink  it  waited 
three  days  before  it  finally  ventured  out 
and  was  captured.  But  the  yarn  landed 
on  the  front  page  of  the  Times-Tribune, 
so  Sears  says  it  was  worth  all  the  scratches 
and  grief. 


Directs  "Ziegfeld  Girl" 
Hollywood — Robert  Z.  Leonard  will  di- 
rect “Ziegfeld  Girl,”  Pandro  Berman  pro- 
duction for  Metro.  Judy  Garland,  Hedy 
Lamarr  and  Lana  Turner  are  in  the  cast. 


in  Style  and  Comfort 

That’s  the  thought  that  ts  always  upper' 
most  in  the  min>l$  of  those  who  attend 
you  at  Hotel  Fonlenelle.  In  keeping  with 
this  policy,  the  management  is  constantly 
adding  new  features  for  your  comfort 
and  convenience.  The  Amber  Room  Cof- 
fee Shop,  the  King  Cole  Room,  and  the 
Black  Mirror- Bombay  Room  invite  you. 
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^ A.  SCULLY  and  Peck  Gomersall,  Uni- 
versal general  sales  and  district  man- 
ager, respectively,  here  on  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  circuit  deal  . . . FUmrow 
girls  launching  their  bowling  league  . . . 
Arnold  Dobrin,  20th-Fox  poster  clerk, 
back  from  a Chicago  vacation  . . . Harry 
Hirsch  of  Aivin  on  flying  business  trip  to 
Chicago.  Arranged  vaudeville  bookings  . . . 
Gladys  Moore,  RKO  booker,  won  a $50 
jackpot  on  the  Minnesota-Washington 
football  game  ...  J.  Ed  Cubberly  paying 
his  annual  visit  to  Minneapolis  with  the 
missus  and  chumming  with  the  boys.  He 


^HOUGH  he’s  consummated  several  big 
business  deals  with  the  center-aisle  pop- 
corn peddlers  preceding  the  midnight  show 
at  Paul  Anderson’s  Beaver  Theatre,  Sign 
(Not  Sandwich)  Man  Bob  Hildreth  still 
can’t  believe  he  won’t  find  a “pure  silk 
oriental  table  scarf”  in  one  of  the  pack- 
ages some  day.  It’s  the  burlesque  house 
influence. 


Motion  pictures  won’t  be  the  best  en- 
tertainment for  Floyd  T.  Smith  of  Sioux 
City  and  Floyd  A.  Bitting  of  Des  Moines 
for  a few  months  . . . The  two  operators 
landed  on  Gov.  George  Wilson’s  Iowa  draft 
boards  and  are  gonna  be  all  wound  up  in 
the  red  tape  of  conscription. 


You’ll  have  one,  too — a sweet  tooth  like 
Joe  Gerbrach’s — if  you  ever  taste  those 
fruit  jellies  he  brings  back  from  Chicago. 
Hurry,  hurry,  hurry,  and  you  find  ’em  in 
two  boxes  on  his  desk  in  the  Collegian  at 
Ames. 


Next  time  you  admire  the  lettering  on 
the  Iowa  and  Howard  signs  in  Jefferson, 
you’ll  probably  be  looking  at  the  handi- 
work of  Boss  Percy  Long,  who  is  reputed 
to  step  out  of  his  manager’s  role  periodic- 
ally to  dash  out  some  of  the  fanciest  ad- 
vertising cards  in  the  flicker  fraternity. 


Tim  Evans  has  been  laying  in  a winter 
supply  of  Bank  Night  signs.  They  cover 
any  award  up  to  $50,  so  now  all  he  has  to 
do  is  to  pick  out  the  right  day,  the  right 
sign,  and  the  right  customer.  Ennybody 
feel  lucky? 


Julius  Geertz  has  signed  the  pledge,  ef- 
fective October  15.  After  all  those  re- 
ports, he  has  pledged  to  be  showing  the 
customers  what  30  thousand  smackers  can 
do  to  a theatre — but  not  his  Zenith — on 
that  date.  He’s  hauling  the  house  from 
the  peak  of  the  heavens  clear  over  to  the 
horizon  and  renaming  it  the  Sunset.  Re- 
gardless of  what  he  calls  it,  it’ll  be  known 
as  one  of  the  finest  suburban  houses  in 
the  country. 


Just  gallumping  along  the  Row:  Wes 
Mansfield  of  Tama,  Lee  Henry  of  Stuart, 
Mrs.  McLaughlin  from  Traer  . . . After- 
thought: Why  doesn’t  somebody  tell  us 
what  happened  to  Marion  Parkinson’s 
plane  when  the  Spencer  hangar  burned? 


His  Keystone  theatre’s  the  Ace,  but  J. 
H.  Skeel’s  a deuce.  He  was  doing  his  book- 


was  a film  man  here  for  many  years,  but 
moved  to  Los  Angeles  upon  retiring. 

Out-of-touni  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Nick  and  Sheldon  Grengs, 
Spooner,  Wzs.,  and  Cloquet,  Minn.;  Bernie 
Larkm,  Madelia,  Minn.;  Andrew  Siverson, 
Osakis,  Minn.;  Carl  Sather,  Annandale, 
Minn.;  C.  T.  Vik,  Dawson,  Minn.;  Mrs.  A. 
Rasmussen,  Perham,  Minn.;  Bernie  Lar- 
kin, Madelia,  Minn.;  Ernotte  Hiller, 
Crookston,  Minn.;  Leo  Molitor,  Norwood 
and  Lake  Crystal,  Minn.;  William  Crouse, 
Eveleth,  Minn.;  Billie  Benfield,  Graceville, 


ing  all  by  himself  and  very  quietly  at 
Universal  the  other  day.  Booker  Chuck 
Elder  was  assiduously  poring  over  his 
books.  Suddenly  Chuck  looked  up  and 
blinked.  Skeel  had  doubled.  Wary  Chuck 
looked  back  at  his  books.  The  price 
hadn’t.  But  Chuck  retrieved  his  glasses 
from  the  wastebasket  after  Skeel  ex- 
plained. ’Twas  a twin. 


The  new  Mr.  Ferguson  of  Morning  Sun, 
la.,  has  been  around  to  compare  the  DM 
Row  with  the  Kaycee  cinema  sector,  where 
he’s  used  to  parking  his  stocky  frame. 


Contrary  to  what  you  may  have  read 
(where?  Well,  darn  it,  here)  John  Sher- 
man does  NOT  operate  the  Elite  at  Lau- 
rens, la.  He  works  there.  Mrs.  Nora  Fair 
operates  the  house.  (P.  S.  She  works,  too, 
you  betcha) . 


No  wonder  Lawrence  Kuhl  insists  on  giv- 
ing entertainment  interest  for  every  nickel 
deposited  at  the  boxoffice  of  his  Corning, 
la.,  American.  They  tell  us  he  got  the 
habit  as  a banker. 


There  was  a nice  fella  on  the  Row  from 
the  Avon  at  Dysart.  S’pose  it  was  Otto 
Reinke? 


In  season  again:  The  Smith  Brothers 
from  the  Wayne  at  Corydon.  They’re  still 
calling  their  booking  signals  from  a hud- 
dle, and  still  making  themselves  con- 
spicuous by  refusing  to  grow  beards. 


A breezy,  full  of  life,  I’ve-had-my- 
Wheaties-this-morning  sort  of  guy  is 
Howard  Pollard  of  the  Reinbeck  at  Rein- 
beck, according  to  bookers  along  the  Row. 
Them’s  the  very  words  they  say  about  you, 
Howard. 


October  7 was  the  biggest  day  in  DM 
for  exhibs  almost  anyone  can  remember 
. . . This  fine  Indian  Summer  weather 
brought  ’em  out  in  droves  and  they  were 
as  thick  on  the  Row  as  fleas  on  a pooch’s 
back  (first  we  wrote  that  the  Row  was 
lousy  with  exhibs,  but  we  changed  it  lest 
some  of  the  fellas  take  us  wrong). 


Some  who  hopped  in:  Mike  Galer,  King 
at  Albia;  Leonard  Kaplan,  Iowa  City;  the 
Petersons  from  Hampton;  F.  R.  Bandy’s 
girl,  Friday,  from  Britt;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Card 
of  the  Gilmore  in  Gilmore  City;  Bob  Ber- 
nau  of  the  Iowa  at  Lake  City,  and  Doc 
Twedt  from  the  Lido  in  Manly. 


Minn.;  Lyle  Webster,  Rice  Lake  and  Chip- 
pewa Falls,  Wis.;  Charles  Connaught, 
Olivia,  Minyi.;  Don  Buckley,  Redwood 
Falls,  Minn.;  H.  C.  Stieg,  Sanborn,  Minn.; 
Mrs.  George  H.  Johnson,  Colfax,  Wis.; 
Kenneth  Johnson,  Bricelyn,  Minn.;  Ray 
Hiller,  Marshall,  Minn.;  Andy  Anderson, 
Detroit  Lakes,  Minn.;  John  Hawkins,  Veb- 
len,  S.  D.;  Bonnie  Benfield,  Morris,  Minn.; 
Lyle  Sarrow,  Parkers  Prairie,  Minn.,  and 
Jack  Heywood,  New  Richmond,  Wis. 

Art  Anderson,  Warner  Des  Moines 
branch  manager,  a visitor  . . . Mel  Evidon, 
Columbia  branch  manager  in  Des  Moines, 
up  for  the  Minnesota-Nebraska  football 
game  ...  Ed  Bellew,  United  Artists’  ex- 
ploiteer,  up  from  Detroit,  Mich.,  to  help 
sell  “Foreign  Correspondent”  at  the  Or- 
pheum  . . . Jack  Thoma,  Columbia  ex- 
ploiteer,  in  from  Chicago  to  work  on  “How- 
ards of  Virginia”  . . . Herb  Blass,  Warner 
office  manager,  vacationing  in  Chicago  . . . 
Joe  Garrison,  Universal  district  manager 
out  of  Kansas  City,  up  to  close  deal  with 
Harold  Fields  for  latter’s  Pioneer  Iowa  cir- 
cuit of  theatres. 

Laurel  and  Hardy,  who  appeared  in  per- 
son at  the  Orpheum  the  past  week,  gave  a 
cocktail  party  for  newspaper  and  radio 
men  . . . Robert  Long,  M-G-M  traveling 
auditor,  a visitor  . . . Father  of  Kenney 
Adams,  RKO  head  booker,  passed  away  at 
Williston,  N.  D.  . . . Rud  Lohrenz,  War- 
ner district  manager,  in  town  . . . Duane 
Becker,  M-G-M  booker,  spending  his  vaca- 
tion with  Allen  Clatworthy,  former  Metro 
salesman,  at  the  latter’s  Leach  Lake, 
Minn.,  cottage.  Becker  and  Oliver  LaMere, 
also  a M-G-M  booker,  got  their  limit  of 
ducks  in  two  days  of  hunting  on  the  sea- 
son’s opening  day  . . . Paramount  in- 
stalling new  booking  booths. 

Myron  Adcock,  Warner  salesman,  gradu- 
ally recovering  from  the  serious  injui’ies 
which  he  sustained  in  a recent  auto  acci- 
dent . . . R.  C.  LiBeau,  Paramount  district 
manager,  a visitor  . . . A1  Putz,  M-G-M 
office  manager,  spending  his  vacation 
hunting  ducks  and  pheasants  in  South  Da- 
kota . . . Gordon  Wilcox,  Paramount  sales- 
man, driving  a new  car  . . . Lillian  Jef- 
frey, private  secretary  to  Joe  Vogel,  head 
of  Loew  theatres  in  New  York,  visiting 
her  brother  here. 

Bill  Elson,  Bennie  Berger  and  “Hy” 
Chapman  appointed  a committee  of  three 
to  arrange  the  farewell  stag  for  Bennie 
Ashe  at  the  Hotel  Nicollet,  October  21. 
Ashe,  formerly  general  manager  of  the 
Berger  circuit  and  himself  an  independent 
exhibitor,  is  moving  to  Everett,  Wash.  . . . 
Eph  Rosen,  Monogram  branch  manager, 
has  been  appointed  Red  Cross  coordina- 
tor for  the  motion  picture  and  theatre  in- 
dustry in  this  district. 

Sid  Gilman,  son  of  Dave  and  brother 
of  Irving,  local  independent  exhibitors 
and  an  assistant  Ohio  State  coach,  scouted 
the  Minnesota-Washington  and  Minne- 
sota-Nebraska football  games  and  asserts 
the  Minnesota  team  is  as  powerful  as  the 
champion  aggregation  of  1934  . . . Cliff 
Gill,  Welworth  circuit  advertising  and  ex- 
ploitation head,  has  just  retmmed  from  a 
vacation  in  New  York  where,  of  course,  he 
took  in  the  World’s  Fair  . . . George 
Schlaifer,  United  Artists’  general  sales 
manager,  resigned  to  join  the  Minneapolis 
fire  department. 

Sylvan  Leff,  Universal  salesman,  has 
been  transferred  to  Syracuse  . . . Ben 
Spewak,  theatrical  financier,  considering 
chartering  a plane  to  take  25  under- 
privileged children  as  his  guests  to  the 
Ohio  State- Minnesota  football  game  at 
Columbus  next  week  . . . Bill  Evidon,  Co- 
lumbia office  manager,  has  moved  hack  to 
toum  after  honeymooning  this  summer  at 
Mound,  Lake  Minnetonka. 


....AW,  SHUCKS!.. 

From  the  Tall  Corn — By  KEN  and  RENE  CLAYTON 
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"Correspondent"  Endorsed 
By  Bill  Sears  in  Ads  , 

Minneapolis — Bill  Sears,  Orpheum  man- 
ager, personally  endorsed  “Foreign  Corre- 
spondent” in  the  newspaper  ads.  He  said: 
“Every  few  years  comes  a motion  picture 
of  such  outstanding  merit  as  to  deserve 
your  very  special  consideration.  I believe 
that  seeing  ‘Foreign  Correspondent’  will 
provide  you  with  the  most  memorable  ex- 
perience you  have  ever  enjoyed  in  a the- 
atre. I wish  to  personally  guarantee  its 
entertainment  excellence.” 

Catholic  Action  to  Move 
Against  Indecent  Films  ' 

Minneapolis — Indecent  motion  pictures 
will  be  fought  by  the  Catholic  Action  or- 
ganization in  this  territory.  Plans  for  the 
fight  were  mapped  out  at  the  body’s  meet- 
ing here.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  influ- 
ence Catholics  to  refrain  from  attending 
such  films  and  pressure  will  be  bought 
against  theatres  showing  them. 

Joe  Garrison  Confers 
With  Field  on  U Deal 

Minneapolis — Joe  Garrison,  Universal 
district  manager  out  of  Kansas  City,  was 
here  to  confer  with  Harold  Field  relative 
to  a product  deal  for  the  latter’s  circuit. 
Garrison  is  a former  Universal  branch 
manager  here  and  renewed  many  old  ac- 
quaintances. He  left  in  1936  when  he  was 
transferred  to  St.  Louis. 


Gillman  Slands  to 
Collect  $75,000 

Minneapolis — If  victorious  in  his  suit 
against  local  major  film  distributors  and 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  Irving  Gill- 
man  of  the  Esquire,  loop  sure-seater,  who 
charges  inability  to  obtain  major  product 
for  the  house,  may  collect  as  much  as 
$75,000. 

It  is  alleged  by  L.  B.  Schwartz,  his  coun- 
sel, that  the  lease  on  the  Esquire,  owned 
by  Gillman,  has  been  depreciated  and  will 
suffer  further  depreciation  during  its  life 
in  the  amount  of  $25,000  because  it  can’t 
be  serviced  with  major  pictures.  The  de- 
fendants, however,  are  liable  to  triple 
damages. 

Instead  of  alleging  violation  of  the  anti- 
trust law,  Gillman,  in  his  complaint,  claims 
a monopoly  in  production  and  distribution. 
He  charges  that  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  is  a party  to  the  monopoly. 

It  is  also  alleged  in  the  complaint  that 
because  the  Minnesota  'Theatre  and  the 
Palace  and  the  World  here,  like  the  Es- 
quire, couldn’t  obtain  major  screen  prod- 
uct, the  first-named  had  to  go  into  bank- 
ruptcy and  it  was  necessary  to  turn  the 


Lincoln  Theatres  Corp, 
Stages  a 'Rockne  Night' 


Lincoln — ^Playing  “Knute  Rockne — All 
American”  fresh  on  top  of  the  world  pre- 
miere in  South  Bend,  Ind„  Harvey  Tray- 
lor and  W.  C.  Lewellen,  of  the  Lincoln 
Theatres  Corp,,  took  advantage  of  Ne- 
braska’s record  against  Notre  Dame  to 
do  a stunt  called  “Rockne  Night.” 

Nebraska  is  the  only  school  in  the 
country  to  have  broken  even  with  the 
Irish  on  the  gridiron,  one  tie,  and  five 
games  apiece  in  II  years  of  relations. 

Lincoln  newspaper  sportswriters  all  cov- 
ered Rockne  contests  here,  were  very  fa- 
miliar with  his  teams,  and  Glen  Presnell, 
now  assistant  Nebraska  coach,  was  a 
member  of  the  1924  team  as  an  All 
American  fullback — the  team  which  snow- 
ed the  Irish  17  to  0. 

The  session  with  the  picture  from  the 
stage  was  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
sidelights  locally  from  the  men  who  ac- 
tually knew  Rockne. 


Palace  and  World  over  to  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co. 

This  is  the  first  suit  brought  locally  by 
an  exhibitor  allegedly  unable  to  buy  prod- 
uct. 


Dilley  Reopens 

Northfield,  Minn. — The  Grand,  closed 
for  the  summer,  has  been  reopened  by  E. 
L.  Dilley  on  a seven-day  basis.  The  West, 
which  had  been  kept  open,  will  go  to  a 
five-day  week. 


Remodel  at  Moorhead 

Moorhead,  Minn. — The  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  will  close  its  Moorhead 
Theatre  pending  remodeling  and  improve- 
ments which  are  expected  to  consume  two 
months.  Approximate  cost  is  estimated  at 
$10,000. 


RCA  Sound  for  Cascade 

Cascade,  Ia. — RCA  sound  is  being  in- 
stalled in  the  Cascade  here.  Frank  W. 
Less  is  the  manager. 

ft  

; Dime-Odeons  Now  : 

vs  — J 

Des  Moines — Jimmy  Roosevelt's  “sound- 
ies”  are  making  The  Des  Moines  Register 
and  Tribune  show  their  age.  The  slot- 
machine  movies  are  recalling  nickelodeon 
days.  In  fact,  the  Tribune  sounded  off  on 
“soundies”  in  this  fashion: 

“Once  again  we  have  made  the  com- 
plete circuit  in  entertainment. 

“Early  moving  pictures  evolved  from 
the  penny  arcade,  in  which  we  dropped 
a coin  in  a slot  and  watched  cards  flip- 
ped in  sequence  by  a mechanical  thumb 
to  show  us  ‘Fun  in  a Turkish  Bath.’ 

“Came  then  the  real  cinema,  sound,  and 
even  color  to  the  screen.  The  slot  ma- 
chine had  become  a palace. 

“Now  it  is  back  in  the  railway  station, 
hotel  loimge,  cafe  and  dance  hall,  in  the 
form  of  a ‘soundie.’  Drop  a dime  in  the 
slot,  and  you  hear  and  see  ‘The  Parade 
of  the  Wooden  Soldiers’  and  other  short 
subjects,  flickering  on  the  miniature 
screen  and  speaking  through  a horn. 

“This  must  be  where  we  came  in.” 


MOST  unfortunate  accident  of  the  week: 

DeWitt  Sinclair,  the  exhibitor  from 
Wymore,  came  to  Lincoln  to  trip  the  light 
fantastic  to  the  music  of  Will  Osborne. 
While  showing  fellow-exhib  B.  M.  Mon- 
tee,  of  Beatrice,  a novelty  zipper  catch  on 
his  trousers,  he  ripped  the  whole  zipper 
from  its  moorings,  and  had  to  go  home 
in  a barrel. 

Hard  luck  guy  of  the  week:  Frank  Hol- 
lingsworth, who  chose  the  week  Beatrice 
developed  eight  cases  of  infantile  paraly- 
sis to  open  his  new  Fix  Theatre,  which 
had  been  closed  for  several  months. 

The  week’s  flatterer:  Wally  Johnson,  of 
Friend,  who  has  a contest  to  name  his 
new  theatre,  and  insisted  Boxoffice  here 
was  the  only  man  to  judge  the  name  con- 
test. Maybe  it  isn’t  so  flattering  as  it  is 
that  Johnson  knows  a tradepaper  guy 
would  think  of  things  like  short  names, 
to  save  the  light  bill,  etc.  (Tip  to  Frank 
■Van  Husan:  For  a $5  bribe,  will  pick  some 
such  moniker  as  Hippodrome,  rather  than 
a shorty  like  Joy,  or  Pic,  or  Bijou,  which 
won’t  make  you  as  much  money). 

Good  job  of  the  week:  Orville  Rennie’s 
hot  getaway  as  manager  of  Hastings’ 
KHAS  radio  station,  a change  for  him 
from  managing  theatres.  He  arranged  an 
opening  program  that  was  a hig-league 
promotion  in  itself.  Everybody  who  could 
talk  was  on  the  program,  and  everybody 
who  couldn’t,  listened. 

Nicest  interview  of  the  week:  With  Stan 
Laurel  and  Oliver  Hardy,  who  picked 
Nebraska  for  the  first  place  they  ever 


Thank  You  for  the  Floral  Contributions 
on  our  recent  opening. 

THE  CO-ED  THEATRE 

Veniiillion,  S.  D. 

J.  F,  Muroli  • Phil  Marrh  • Georpe  March 


made  a personal  appearance,  although  to- 
gether for  16  years.  Oliver  said  vaude- 
ville had  gotten  to  him  and  his  wife,  be- 
cause they  even  celebrate  weekly  anni- 
versaries. “We’ve  been  booked  just  31 
weeks  last  Wednesday,  since  that  after- 
noon in  Las  Vegas,”  he  said. 

New  face  of  the  week:  That  of  W.  C. 
Lewellen,  who  came  on  from  Pueblo,  Colo., 
to  become  assistant  manager  of  the  Lin- 
coln Theatres  Corp.  under  R.  W.  “Bob” 
Huffman.  Huffman  must  have  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  hiring  him,  because  he’s 
so  much  bigger  than  his  boss,  it  relieves 
Bob  from  the  gnawing  hunger  of  dieting 
by  not  being  the  biggest  man  in  LTC 
any  more. 

Request  of  the  week:  Prom  Howard 
Federer,  who  says  he  wants  it  strictly  un- 
derstood that  the  Lincoln  situation  for 
his  side  is  operated  by  himself  and  T.  B. 
Noble  jr.,  not  L.  L.  Dent.  “Gee,”  he  says, 
“you  tradepaper  guys  change  ownerships 
and  stockholders  faster  than  we  do.”  Or 
do  we? 


ALWAYS  A GOOD  NfGHrS 
REST-AWAY  FROM  AhTY 
STREET  CAR  NOISE 


dCONn\mi\i 


in  the  heart  of 
H.  KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 
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THREE  TO  ONE 


Alexander  Advertising  Agency 


Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 


September  12,  1940 


BOXOFFICE 


4804  East  9th  St. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Gentlemen: 

Please  re-insert  the  attached  classified  ad  in  your 
"CLEARING  HOUSE"  section,  running  through  all  eight 
sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE.  Attached  is  our  check 
in  the  amount  of  $17.70  covering  three  insertions  of  59 
words  at  10c  per  word. 

Incidentally,  you  may  be  interested  to  know  that  we 
tested  three  of  the  leading  theatre  trade  publications 
with  this  same  ad  and  BOXOFFICE  accounted  for  a very 
satisfactory  number  of  replies  and  pulled  three  to  one 
over  the  next  highest  magazine. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Roy  Best,  Manager, 


Alexander  Advertising  Agency 
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Presented  in  Wrong  Mich.  Allied's  21st  Annual 

Light,  Says  Myers  Meet  Held  in  Jackson 


Jackson,  Mich. — Abram  F.  Myers,  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  National  Allied,  in 
his  address  before  the  state  unit  here  re- 
peated a substantial  portion  of  the  talk 
he  made  recently  at  the  New  Jersey  Al- 
lied meeting,  but  with  a number  of  in- 
teresting additions. 

Referring  to  his  statements  at  Atlantic 
City,  Myers  said  he  had  been  presented 
in  an  untrue  light,  in  that  he  had  not  ap- 
proved the  proposed  consent  decree,  a 
point  on  which  he  subsequently  enlarged, 
and  he  then  read  verbatim  the  statement 
read  earlier  at  that  meeting — essentially 
a history  of  the  negotiations  leading  up  to 
the  decree. 

“You  probably  have  more  problems  now 
than  at  any  other  time  in  recent  years,” 
Myers  told  those  assembled.  “Many  coun- 
tries which  were  formerly  rich  markets  for 
American  motion  pictures  have  come  under 
the  domination  of  powers  that  are  sworn 
enemies  to  the  industry.  The  losses  caused 
by  this  can  be  overcome  by: 

“1.  Extending  the  markets  in  non-bel- 
ligerent countries,  notably  in  Latin-Amer- 
ica. 

“2.  Rigid  economy,  not  alone  in  pro- 
duction and  distribution,  but  in  exhibition 
as  well.  It  is  going  to  be  enough  to  pull 
the  motion  picture  industry  through  this 
crisis  without  carrying  the  lottery  and 
china  and  automobile  business  along  with 
it.” 

Myers  went  over  provisions  of  the  de- 
cree step  by  step,  explaining  them  and 
commenting  in  detail  in  some  instances. 

“It  does  not  appear  strange  that  Wash- 
ington decided  that  independent  exhibi- 
tors did  not  know  their  own  minds  and  had 
to  have  these  tickets  written  for  them. 
We  had  representatives  for  a large  buying 
combine  in  New  York,  and  obviously  they 
would  be  opposed  to  anything  that  would 
make  a free  market  for  films.  We  had 
representatives  from  a buying  combine  in 
Michigan  with  a grandiose  plan  that  they 
wanted  written  into  law.  This  has  left 
everyone  confused  as  to  just  who  are  the 
independent  exhibitors,  and  what  they 
want. 

“The  latest  draft  provides  that  no  dis- 
tributor consenting  to  the  decree  may  of- 
fer any  picture  for  license  until  it  has 
been  tradeshown  in  the  exchange  center. 
It  does  not  provide  that  the  exhibitor  must 
go  to  the  center  and  see  it,  and  he  still 
has  the  privilege  of  buying  blindly,  but 
he  has  lost  the  excuse  that  the  picture 
was  forced  on  him  sight  unseen. 

“I  wonder  if  those  opposed  to  the  Neely 
bill  feel  now  that  the  plan  in  the  bill  is 
so  much  worse  than  the  plan  they  will 
now  get.  I feel  that  the  process  of  the 
bill  was  an  orderly  one,  and  subject  to 
amendment  toward  perfection. 

“Regarding  selling  in  small  groups,  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  identify  the 
author  of  that  great  idea.  I do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  exhibitors  were  invited  to 
the  negotiations  from  which  this  idea 
emerged.- 

“It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  undesirable 
pictures  can  be  forced,  because  it  is  likely 
that  each  group  will  have  one  good  picture 
and  the  others  will  be  of  less  merit. 

“The  present  arbitration  provisions  of 
the  decree  are  a great  advance  over  earlier 
arbitration  proposals.  You  don’t  risk  loss 
of  your  contract  if  you  seek  arbitration 
on  the  groimd  that  a picture  was  forced. 

“To  meet  the  situation  where  there  is  no 
contract,  but  forcing  is  charged,  a $500 
(Continued  on  page  102) 


fi  0 

Ray  Branch  Is  Again 
Mich,  Allied  Head 

Jackson,  Mich. — Election  of  officers, 
which  closed  the  Allied  meeting,  resulted 
in  re-election  of  President  Ray  Branch 
of  Hastings  and  Secretary-Treasurer  Ed- 
gar E.  Kirchner  of  Detroit.  W.  J.  Olson  of 
Clare  was  elected  vice-president. 

Directors  elected  were:  Henry  Harley, 
Holland;  William  A.  Cassidy,  Midland; 
Glenn  A.  Cross,  Battle  Creek;  Allen  John- 
son, Grand  Rapids;  W.  James  Olson, 
Clare;  Fred  Pennell,  Decatur;  Fred  H.  Wit- 
ters, Saginaw;  P.  C.  Schram,  Kalamazoo; 
William  Schulte,  Detroit;  Walter  Semeyn, 
Grand  Rapids;  J.  E.  Stocker,  Detroit,  and 
W.  G.  Thick,  Marshall. 

Because  of  pressure  of  time,  no  resolu- 
tions were  passed,  but  the  consensus  of 
opinion  among  Allied  members  was  in 
opposition  to  the  blocks-of-five  selling 
plan,  according  to  Secretary  Kirchner. 

VS  J 

McGuire  Favors  Sland 
Againsi  Ihe  Decree 

Jackson,  Mich. — Following  Abram  Myers’ 
speech,  Tom  McGuire,  director  of  public 
relations  for  Cooperative  Theatres  of  Mich- 
igan, got  the  floor  briefly  for  a spirited 
attack  on  Myers’  position,  demanding  that 
the  industry  oppose  the  proposed  consent 
decree. 

“I  think  Allied  is  making  a false  move 
in  taking  this  lying  down,”  McGuire  said. 
“There  is  no  reason  why  an  industry  show- 
ing to  52,000,000  people  a week  should  take 
such  a beating.  The  department  of  justice 
is  using  us  as  suckers.” 

McGuire,  who  is  not  a member  of  Allied, 
alleged  that  he  understood  on  good  author- 
ity that  Thurman  Arnold  would  resign 
as  soon  as  the  consent  decree  was  en- 
tered, to  take  a position  in  private  in- 
dustry. 

Ray  Branch  here  pointed  out  the  need  of 
adhering  to  the  principle  outlined  in  his 
remarks  of  Tuesday,  that  ideas  should  be 
received  and  a more  united  expression  of 
thought  given  to  common  problems. 

McGuire  asked  that  a committee  be  ap- 
pointed by  Allied  to  meet  with  a commit- 
tee from  Cooperative  to  iron  out  differ- 
ences on  the  decree  between  the  two  or- 
ganizations, and  President  Branch  prom- 
ised to  appoint  such  a committee. 

A brief  interchange  between  Myers  and 
McGuire  occurred  as  the  session  closed,  in 
the  lobby,  with  McGuire  approaching 
Myers  and  the  latter  expressing  a complete 
lack  of  interest  in  the  position  taken  by 
Cooperative. 


Megs  "New  York  Town" 

Hollywood — Charles  Vidor  will  direct 
Paramount’s  “New  York  Town,”  co-star- 
ring Mary  Martin  and  Fred  MacMurray. 
Anthony  Veiller  will  produce  from  a script 
by  Jo  Swerling. 


Republic  Plum  to  Vorhaus 
Hollywood — Republic’s  “Lady  From 
New  Orleans”  will  be  directed  by  Bernard 
Vorhaus.  He  will  also  function  as  asso- 
ciate producer. 


Jackson,  Mich.  — Allied  Theatres  of 
Michigan  opened  their  21st  annual  con- 
vention Monday,  October  7,  at  the  Hotel 
Hayes,  here,  with  a directors’  meeting  and 
dinner  in  the  Hotel  Hayes,  in  which  all 
sessions  of  the  convention  were  held.  No 
formal  action  was  taken  at  the  Monday 
session,  which  is  the  traditional  get-to- 
gether of  the  leaders  of  Allied,  but  in- 
formal discussions  of  all  problems  affect- 
ing the  industry,  as  seen  by  the  exhibitors 
were  held,  and  the  sentiment  of  exhibi- 
tors which  would  give  a purposive  direc- 
tion to  the  general  sessions  of  the  two 
following  days  was  sounded  out. 

The  first  general  business  session  was 
held  Monday  afternoon — about  two  hours 
later  than  scheduled,  when  the  final  game 
of  the  World’s  Series  held  everybody  en- 
thralled and  naturally  prevented  calling 
the  meeting  to  order.  The  session  was 
opened  with  Ray  Branch,  president,  of 
Hastings,  in  the  chair,  and  Miss  Pearl  M. 
Sprott,  office  manager,  at  the  table  acting 
as  secretary. 

Following  preliminary  announcements, 
reading  of  messages  from  members  unable 
to  attend,  and  routine  matters.  President 
Branch  appointed  the  following  conven- 
tion committees: 

Resolutions  — Allen  Johnson,  Grand 
Rapids,  chairman;  Glenn  Cross,  Battle 
Creek;  Pete  Schram,  Kalamazoo,  and  Fred 
Pennell,  Decatur. 

Grievance  — James  Olson,  Grayling, 
chairman;  William  A.  Cassidy,  Midland; 
William  G.  Thick,  Marshall. 

Convention — W.  S.  McLaren,  Jackson, 
chairman;  P.  C.  Schram,  Kalamazoo,  and 
William  Schulte,  Detroit. 

Credentials — J.  E.  Stocker,  Detroit,  chair- 
man; Edgar  E.  Kirchner,  Detroit,  and  Cass 
Beechler,  Charlotte. 

Open  Meetings 

Allied’s  sessions  were  declared  open  to 
the  press  and  to  all  visitors  by  President 
Branch,  with  the  request  that  reports  of 
floor  discussion  be  submitted  to  an  officer 
of  Allied  before  filing. 

First  speaker  of  the  afternoon  was  Ar- 
nold Renner  of  the  State  Fire  Marshal’s 
Division  of  the  Michigan  State  Police,  on 
the  enforcement  of  fire  precautions  in 
Michigan  theatres.  Renner  disclosed  that 
his  office  had  closed  but  one  theatre  in 
the  state  because  it  was  in  such  a dilapi- 
dated condition  and  that  it  is  not  now 
running,  but  that  in  every  other  case, 
houses  which  failed  to  come  up  to  the  high 
standards  of  safety  set  had  corrected  the 
deficiencies. 

Renner  said  that  the  office  records  show 
some  30  more  “theatres”  than  had  ever 
been  inspected  before,  principally  in 
schools  and  halls  of  various  types,  in  many 
cases  operating  with  nitrocellulose  film. 
In  each  case,  they  were  required  to  re- 
model the  structure  to  meet  the  demands 
of  safety  before  continuing  to  exhibit.  Ex- 
hibitors were  interested  in  this  angle  which 
indicated  that  the  Fire  Marshal’s  regula- 
tions, while  keeping  them  up  to  a definite 
standard,  also  operated  to  eliminate  cer- 
tain hazardous  forms  of  non-theatrical 
competition. 

High  Standards  Aid 

“We  have  had  a little  difficulty  up 
through  the  state  because  of  showing  of 
films  in  beer  gardens  and  taverns,”  Ren- 
ner said.  “But  we  can  send  a man  out  in 
a few  hours  if  you  will  inform  us  of  any 
such  shows.” 

Renner  said  that  plainclothesmen  were 
used  to  inspect  houses  in  larger  city  areas, 
(Continued  on  page  102) 
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141  Towns  to  Vole 
On  Sunday  Shows 


Pittsburgh — State  election  bureau  rec- 
ords at  Harrisburg  show  that  141  Penn- 
sylvania municipalities  will  vote  on  the  is- 
sue of  legalized  Sunday  motion  picture  ex- 
hibitions at  the  general-presidential  elec- 
tion, November  5.  Of  this  number,  98  will 
be  conducted  in  communities  where  the 
issue  was  rejected  in  1935,  and  another 
43  municipalities  will  vote  on  this  question 
for  the  first  time, 

Sunday  show  referendums  in  Pennsyl- 
vania will  affect  more  than  1,625,000  per- 
sons, approximately  20  per  cent  of  the 
state’s  population.  Referenda  are  per- 
mitted at  five-year  intervals  by  petition. 

Of  the  67  counties  in  the  state,  there 
will  be  special  elections  on  Sunday  motion 
picture  exhibitions  in  47  of  these  counties, 

Fulton  in  Pittsburgh 
Is  Leased  by  Shea 

Pittsburgh — The  Fulton,  local  first  run 
which  presents  split  product  of  New  Uni- 
versal and  20th-Fox  with  slough  pictures 
from  other  studios,  has  been  leased  by  the 
Shea  circuit  and  is  now  operated  by  the 
newly-organized  Fulton-Shea  Theatre 
Co,,  according  to  E,  C,  Grainger,  general 
manager  of  the  Shea  organization,  which 
operates  more  than  half  a hundred  thea- 
tres in  New  England,  New  York,  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania,  John  Walsh  is  manager  of 
the  house. 


Lee  Chapman  Distributes 
'Damaged  Goods'  in  Ohio 

Cleveland — Lee  Chapman  of  Exploita- 
tion Pictures  of  Ohio  is  distributing  “Dam- 
aged Goods”  in  this  territory  and  has 
booked  the  picture  for  one  week  runs  at 
the  Paramount,  Steubenville;  Grand,  New- 
ark, and  the  East  Side  Drive-In  Theatre. 

“Secrets  of  a Model,”  another  Chapman 
release,  was  recently  booked  for  four  days 
and  held  over  the  entire  week  at  the  Pal- 
ace, Lancaster;  Grand,  Newark  and  East 
Side  Drive-In. 


Gene  Autry  a Visitor 
En  Route  to  Rodeo 

Cleveland — Gene  Autry  and  his  horse 
were  in  Cleveland  on  a cross  counti'y  air 
trip  to  check  in  at  the  Madison  Square 
Rodeo  in  New  York.  He  was  met  at  the 
Cleveland  Airport  by  Nat  Lefton,  A1  Gregg 
and  S.  P.  Gorrel  of  the  local  Republic  ex- 
change as  well  as  by  the  press  representa- 
tives. During  his  half  hour  stay  he  broad- 
cast by  remote  control  over  special  equip- 
ment set  up  by  radio  station  WGAR. 


Veto  Vera  Takes  Over 

Newell,  Pa. — The  Newell  has  been 
transferred  to  Veto  Vera,  who  reopened 
the  theatre  October  11.  The  former  opera- 
tor was  Sam  Rocco. 


Switches  to  Flesh 

Alliance,  Ohio — The  Columbia,  which 
maintained  a dual  first  run  film  program 
during  the  summer,  switched  to  stage  at- 
tractions Thursday,  with  “Bell’s  Hawaiian 
Follies,”  the  first  flesh  offering. 


D.  WARD,  former  RKO  salesman,  has 
’’  turned  exhibitor  and  opened  the 
Ohio  Theatre,  Kenton,  October  9 . . . Mar- 
tin Gallagher  is  a student  manager  at 
Loew’s  State,  taking  lessons  from  Man- 
ager Everett  Steinbuck. 

Variety  Post  will  install  its  newly  elected 
officers  at  the  club  rooms  on  October  14 
. . . Sam  Stacker,  one  of  the  officials  of 
Associated  Circuit,  spent  the  weekend  at 
Fort  Hayes,  Columbus,  visiting  with  his 
son,  James,  who  has  enlisted  in  the  U.  S. 
signal  Corps  . . . Walter  Nass,  supervisor 
at  National  Screen  Service  and  Miss  Fran- 
ces Passmore  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  were  married 
in  Cleveland  last  week  . . . Carl  Duncan 
of  the  Duncan  Theatre,  Killbuck,  was  one 
of  the  few  out-of-town  visitors  of  the 
week. 

Nat  Barach,  head  man  at  National 
Screen  Service,  says  it  is  less  than  80  days 
until  Christmas  and  urges  exhibitors  to 
do  their  Christmas  Trailer  shopping  now. 

Everett  Steinbuck,  manager  of  Loew’s 
State,  chauffeured  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Brennan  on  a sight  seeing  trip  of  Cleve- 
land during  their  brief  visit  in  the  city  . . . 
Rosalind  Heiman  was  guest  of  honor  at  a 
dinner  given  last  Friday  at  the  Alpine  Vil- 
lage by  the  girls  of  Natiorial  Screen  Ser- 
vice. The  occasion  was  her  resignation  to 
devote  her  time  exclusively  to  home  duties. 
Margaret  Werteg  won  the  prize — a bottle 
of  champagne. 

“Sly”  Pierce,  who  has  been  a member 
of  the  Loew  family  for  the  past  five  and 
a half  years,  has  resigned  as  assistant 
manager  at  the  Park  to  join  the  Folkman 
Physical  Culture  Studio  at  West  42nd  St. 
and  Franklin  Ave.  And  Milt  Hope,  the  six- 
foot  doorman  at  Loew’s  State,  steps  into 
Pierce’s  shoes  at  the  Park. 

Frank  Savage,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Youngstown,  created  a minor  stampede 
last  week  when  he  had  two  pretty  young 
"majorettes”  as  stars  of  an  extensive  lob- 
by display  for  "Strike  Up  the  Band.” 

Manny  Pearlstein,  head  of  the  local 
Warner  publicity  and  exploitation  depart- 
ment, was  in  South  Bend  to  attend  the 
premiere  of  “Knute  Rockne — All  Ameri- 
can.” Pearlstein  headed  a delegation  of 
Cleveland  newspapermen  including  W. 
Ward  Marsh,  Plain  Dealer;  Winsor  French 
and  Norman  Siegel,  Press,  and  Arthur 
Spaeth,  the  News  . . . Governor  Bricker 
declared  the  first  week  in  October  as  Knute 
Rockne  Week  in  Ohio. 

The  girls  of  the  M-G-M  Pep  Club  are 
showing  their  pep  by  forming  a bowling 
club.  It  meets  every  Tuesday  at  the  Mer- 
cury Bowling  Alleys  at  Hough  Ave.  and 
East  19th  St.  Aimie  Lewis  is  captain  of 
the  team  which  comprises  Arine  Vickers, 
Marie  Flynn,  Louise  Streck  and  Grace 
Meier,  while  Mildred  Flower  heads  the  op- 
position with  Gertrude  Shaw,  Saidie 
Meckler,  Mollye  Davis  and  Lucille  Wright. 


Operate  Over  Turnpike 

Pittsburgh — The  Public  Utilities  Com- 
mission has  granted  Clark-Callahan,  Inc., 
the  right  to  operate  between  two  cities 
over  the  160-mile  Pennsylvania  Turnpike, 
which  recently  opened.  This  company  is 
the  first  to  give  such  service.  The  Super 
Highway  Express  will  operate  over-night 
between  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia, 
starting  October  14. 


From  Many  States  to 
Tent  No.  1 Banquet 


Pittsburgh — Guests  from  nearly  every 
state  in  the  union  will  attend  the  12th 
annual  banquet  of  Variety,  Tent  No.  1, 
Sunday  evening,  October  20.  at  the  Wil- 
liam Penn  Hotel.  Among  the  speakers 
will  be  James  Roosevelt,  and  others  will 
be  announced  within  a few  days. 

John  H.  Harris,  general  chairman,  who 
is  assisted  by  James  G.  Balmer  and  Harry 
M.  Kalmine,  has  21  committees  at  work. 
In  charge  of  these  committees  are  Burtus 
Bishop  jr.,  Harry  Feinstein,  Harold  C. 
Lund,  Larry  Katz,  Ben  Brown,  Frank  J. 
Harris,  Harry  Kramer,  M.  J.  Gallagher, 
George  D.  Tyson,  James  Totman,  Ira  H. 
Cohn,  Art  Levy,  James  G.  Balmer,  Wil- 
liam Zeilor,  John  O.  Hooley,  Ray  Downey, 
John  T.  McGreevey,  A1  Kerkhan,  Brian 
McDonald,  F.  R.  Pinner,  Harry  Kalmine 
and  Bill  Gardner. 


New  Madera  Represents 
A Streamlined  Job 

Madera,  Pa. — The  new  Madera,  opened 
Tuesday,  is  located  on  the  site  of  the  for- 
mer Liberty.  Both  inside  and  out  have 
been  renovated,  and  a brightly  colored 
marquee  welcomes  patrons  to  a stream- 
lined auditorium  with  acoustically  treated 
walls. 

The  new  Madera  is  operated  by  Howard 
J.  Thompson  of  Curwensville,  who  has  a 
string  of  eight  theatres  known  as  Mid- 
State  Theatres.  J.  L.  McKeown  is  man- 
ager. 


Expect  Record  Crowd  at 
Variety  Election  Party 

Cleveland — Nat  L.  Lefton,  chief  barker 
of  the  Variety  Club,  announces  that  the 
Variety  Club  Election  Party  on  November 
5 will  be  a 24-hour  affair.  The  club  rooms 
will  be  open  all  day  and  evening.  Antici- 
pating a record  attendance,  the  club  has 
arranged  to  use  the  Allerton  Hotel  ball- 
room in  addition  to  the  club  rooms.  Enter- 
tainment for  guests  will  be  furnished  by 
vaudeville  artists  and  leading  local  bands. 


Reopened  Cleveland  Lake 
Offers  Dual  First  Runs 

Cleveland  — Warner’s  Lake,  which 
opened  two  weeks  ago  after  a long  period 
when  it  was  dark,  has  inaugurated  a first- 
run,  double-feature  policy.  This  is  the 
only  downtown  house  in  the  city  offering 
two  first  run  pictures.  “River’s  End”  and 
“Queen  of  Destiny,”  both  Warner  pictures, 
were  the  first  duals  under  this  policy. 


To  Remodel  Lyceum 

Bradford.  Pa. — Dipson-Basil  Theatres, 
Inc.,  will  remodel  the  Lyceum  here.  Mod- 
ernization will  include  general  renovations, 
the  installation  of  new  wiring  system  and 
fixtures,  new  seating,  air  conditioning  and 
redecoration. 


Into  Cleveland  Post 

Canton,  Ohio — Ben  Schwartz,  for  more 
than  a year  in  charge  of  the  Reinhart 
group  of  independent  houses  here,  has  as- 
sumed his  new  duties  as  manager  of  the 
Warner  Lake  in  Cleveland. 
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THEATRE  OWNERS 
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Monday  and  Tuesday 
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Special  Event-Bring  the  Ladies 
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Honoring 

M.  A.  ROSENBERG 

Regional  Vice-President  Allied  States  Association  of  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors. 
Member  Executive  Committee,  National  Allied. 

President  AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc. 

Tuesday  Evening,  October  22  - 7 P.  M. 
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Highlight  the  Year 
At  AMPTO  Meeting 

Pittsburgh — Highlights  of  the  year  in 
the  industry  will  be  discussed  by  leaders 
in  exhibition  and  distribution  at  the  20th 
annual  convention  of  the  AMPTO  of  W. 
Pa.,  in  the  Roosevelt  Hotel,  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  October  21  and  22.  A detailed 
analysis  of  the  consent  decree  will  occupy 
one  session,  at  least,  during  the  two-day 
confab. 

All  independent  exhibitors  are  invited  to 
attend  and  to  receive  information  on  the 
terms  of  the  decree.  Fred  J.  Herrington, 
AMPTO  secretary,  stated  this  week  that 
new  problems  will  face  the  entire  industry 
and  that  exhibitors  must  be  informed  at 
all  times  if  they  are  to  remain  in  this 
bu.siness.  He  declared  that  the  old-timer 
in  exhibition  would  have  little  or  no  ad- 
vantage over  the  newcomer  in  the  exhibi- 
tion field,  as  old  practices  are  eliminated 
and  “modern”  trade  ideas  introduced. 

Declaring  this  the  most  important  con- 
vention in  the  history  of  the  local  exhibi- 
tor organization,  Herrington  urged  all 
non-members  to  participate  at  the  busi- 
ness sessions,  stating  that  this  was  their 
opportunity  to  learn  from  the  correct 
sources  as  to  the  future  of  their  industry. 

“We  have  arrived  at  that  stage  of  the 
game  where  we  must  go  forward  or  be 


pushed  aside.  We  naturally  have  more  re- 
sistence  while  standing  together.  We  must 
hold  our  ground.  Independents  must 
unite.  We  feel  they  will  find  protection 
under  the  Allied  banner.  Our  membership 
is  extending  every  inducement  to  non- 
members to  ‘have  their  say’  and  to  learn 
the  truth  of  our  convention,”  he  stated. 

A number  of  leading  executives  in  the 
distributing  field  will  attend  the  conven- 
tion and  address  the  body.  Some,  or  all, 
will  answer  questions  regarding  policies, 
according  to  directors  of  the  AMPTO. 

The  program  schedule  was  being  pre- 
pared this  week  by  a large  committee  of 
exhibitors  under  the  general  chairmanship 
of  Michael  N.  Shapiro. 

The  convention  will  close  with  a special 
social  event,  a testimonial  banquet  in 
honor  of  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  who  has  served 
independent  theatre  owners  for  many 
years  as  local  Allied  president  and  as  a 
regional  vice-president  and  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  National  Allied. 
Tickets  for  this  event  will  go  on  sale  with- 
in a few  days. 

Miss  Mathilda  Kiel  is  in  charge  of  pro- 
grams, displays  and  registration. 


Walter  Brennan  Guest 
Of  UA  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Walter  Brennan,  appearing 
in  “The  Westerner”  was  the  guest  of  the 
local  United  Artists  exchange  and  Loew 
executives  at  luncheon  at  the  Statler 
Hotel.  Accompanied  by  his  wife,  the  star 
met  the  newspaper  representatives  with 
intimate  stories  about  the  filming  of  the 
picture. 

Attending  the  luncheon  • were  Bert 
Steam,  UA  district  manager;  A.  M.  Good- 
man, UA  branch  manager;  Norman  Levin, 
UA  city  salesman;  Charles  Raymond,  Loew 
district  manager;  Joe  Longo,  head  of  the 
Loew  publicity  department;  Ed  Fisher,  UA 
exploitation  man,  and  the  following  news- 
paper men:  V.  C.  Reppeto,  managing  edi- 
tor of  the  Press;  Norman  Shaw,  city  edi- 
tor of  the  Press;  Norman  Siegel,  the  Press; 
Arthur  Spaeth,  News;  W.  Ward  Marsh, 
Plain  Dealer,  and  Winsor  French,  Press. 
Also  present  were  Orville  Crouch,  manager 
of  Loew’s,  Canton;  Frank  Hensen,  man- 
ager of  Loew’s,  Akron,  and  Everett  Stein- 
buck,  manager  of  Loew’s  State,  Cleveland. 


Re-equip  at  Warren,  Ohio 

Warren,  Ohio — New  booth  equipment  is 
being  installed  at  the  Harris-Warren. 


Cleveland  Exhibitors 
Protest  Block  Plan 

Cleveland — A petition  condemning  the 
blocks  of  five  plan  in  the  consent  decree 
was  signed  by  independent  exhibitors  here, 
representing  57  theatres.  A similar  but 
elaborated  petition  was  sent  to  Attorney 
General  Robert  Jackson  and  his  assistant, 
Thurman  Arnold,  in  Washington. 

The  petition  declares  the  “adoption  of 
the  five-picture  clause  in  the  consent  de- 
cree will  cause  inestimable  chaos  and 
multiply  manifold  the  disadvantages  un- 
der which  independent  theatre  owners 
operate  their  theatres,  and  will  not  only 
increase  film  rentals,  but  will  prevent  the 
elimination  of  undesirable  pictures.  The 
undersigned  independent  theatres  of  Cleve- 
land therefore  protest  the  inclusion  of  the 
foregoing  provision  in  the  decree  and 
urgently  recommend  that  the  decree  pro- 
vide for  a clear-cut,  sincere  and  honest  20 
per  cent  cancellation  clause  applicable  to 
all  groups  of  pictures  leased.” 

The  petition  was  signed  by  the  Com- 
munity circuit,  representing  10  theatres; 
Associated  Theatres,  10  houses;  Gusdano- 
vic  circuit,  four  theatres;  Scoville,  Essick, 
Reif  circuit,  seven;  Abe  Kramer,  four;  S. 
H.  Stecker,  eight  houses;  Charles  Gott- 
lob, three;  Ernest  Schwartz,  three;  John 
Urbansky,  two;  Frank  Porozynski,  two; 
Henry  Glaab,  two,  and  Oscar  Stotter,  two. 


Judge  Goddard  Relays 
Protest  to  Arnold 

Columbus — The  following  was  received 
by  P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio,  from  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard  in  response  to  the  pro- 
test filed  by  Columbus  exhibitors  to  the 
“block-of-five”  provision  of  the  proposed 
consent  decree: 

“Dear  Mr.  Wood: 

“This  is  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  September  16  relative  to  the 
proposed  consent  decree  in  the  case  of 
United  States  against  Paramount,  et  al. 

“I  am  informed  today  that  counsel  for 
the  various  parties  have  been  working  on  a 
possible  consent  decree  and  are  hopeful 
of  reaching  an  agreement  on  one  before 
long.  As  you  undoubtedly  realize,  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  such  a decree  de- 
pends largely  upon  the  consent  of  the 
parties  to  the  suit.  So  that  the  govern- 
ment, which  represents  the  general  public 
in  the  litigation,  may  be  advised  of  your 
position  I am  referring  your  letter  and 
communication  to  the  Honorable  Thurman 
Arnold,  assistant  attorney  general,  depart- 
ment of  justice,  for  his  consideration  and 
to  whom  any  other  recommendations  you 
may  have  to  make  should  be  addressed.” 


Bowers  to  Cambridge 

Cambridge,  Ohio — Forney  Bowers  has 
been  named  manager  of  the  State.  He 
comes  here  from  Marietta  where  he  man- 
aged Shea  houses  for  several  years. 


Smith  Builds  in  Lapeer 

Lapeer,  Mich. — George  F.  Smith,  oper- 
ator of  the  Lyric,  has  contracted  for  RCA 
sound  for  the  new  theatre  he  is  building 
here. 


Loomis  Opens  at  Elk  Rapids 

Detroit — Ed  C.  Loomis  has  opened  his 
new  State,  originally  named  the  Elk,  at 
Elk  Rapids. 


Honeymooners,  and  a Visitor — 

A pair  of  honeymooners  in  the  upper  photo,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Fleishman 
of  the  Brighton  Theatre,  Pittsburgh,  visit  the  RKO  lounge  in  New  York. 
The  trio  in  the  lower  photo  is  a Cleveland  luncheon  group.  Left  to  right, 
Norman  Levin,  UA  city  salesman;  Walter  Brennan  of  “The  Westerner,”  and 
A.  M.  Goodman,  UA  Cleveland  branch  manager.  The  event  is  a luncheon 
for  Brennan  at  the  Hotel  Statler. 
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THE  marriage  of  Gus  Notopoulos,  gen- 

eral  manager  of  the  Notopoulos  circuit, 
came  to  light  the  other  day.  He  had  been 
married  for  a number  of  months  with  no 
one  the  wiser.  Congrats!  . . . Frank  Raspa 
has  inaugurated  two  changes  weekly  at 
the  State,  Rivesville,  W.  Va.  . . . Mark 
Kirkpatrick,  proprietor  of  the  Main 
Street,  Galeton,  Pa.,  exploits  this  unusual 
house  on  his  envelopes  with  this  copy: 
“The  only  theatre  in  the  world  where  you 
go  downstairs  to  get  into  the  balcony” 
. . . Theatre  Executive  Frank  J.  Harris 
staged  the  greatest  show  of  his  career 
Thursday  a week  ago  when  he  presented 
Wendell  L.  Willkie  to  40,000  persons  at 
Forbes  Field.  Charles  L.  McNary,  Repub- 
lican vice-presidential  nominee,  was  an- 
other speaker  and  the  program  was  broad- 
cast by  about  100  radio  stations. 

Nick  Dipson  and  Chris  Velas  are  report- 
ed making  an  effort  to  come  to  an  under- 
standing on  the  situation  at  Pleasant  Val- 
ley, W.  Va.,  out  of  Wheeling,  where  the 
former’s  Pike  and  the  latter’s  Mayfair 
have  not  fared  well  . . . Only  talk  of  his 
infant  son  will  take  politics  out  of  the 
mouth  of  Michael  Karoleik,  Perryopolis 
exhibitor  and  Democratic  commissioner  of 
Fayette  County  . . . John  E.  Stahl  had 
planned  to  name  his  new  Homestead  Park 
(Munhall)  theatre  the  Park,  but  is  un- 
decided due  to  the  fact  that  two  new 
Parks  have  recently  opened  here  in  Li- 
brary and  Greenfield  Ave.  Brick  work  has 
been  completed  and  the  steel  was  being 
installed  this  week  at  Stahl’s  new  house. 

Harry  Rachiele  has  transferred  his  Oak- 
land, Milwaukee,  on  a long  term  lease,  to 
the  Fox  Wisconsin  Amusement  Corp.  . . . 


Sympathy  to  A.  Wilbert  Hepp  of  the 
lATSE  whose  mother  died  last  week  . . . 
Rufus  Blair,  Paramount’s  publicity  ace, 
was  here  from  Hollywood  . . . Many  mem- 
bers of  the  local  industry  will  attend  the 
fifth  annual  Dapper  Dan  charity  banquet 
which  will  be  held  Sunday  evening,  De- 
cember 8.  Proceeds  will  again  go  to  the 
DePaul  Institute  for  Deaf  Children  in 
Brookline  . . . Jimmy  Sabella,  manager 
for  J.  F.  Smith  at  Barnesboro,  reports 
he  (Jimmy)  is  suffering  after  effects  of 
a concussion  and  that  he  plans  to  enter 
the  hospital  at  Spangler  for  an  operation 
to  relieve  a skull  pressure. 

Local  southern  trade  area  and  West 
Virginia  looks  good  to  Bill  Satori,  who 
has  returned  to  sales  duties  here  for  New 
Universal,  despite  the  three  weeks  he  re- 
cently spent  in  the  Thousand  Islands  and 
beautiful  lake  region  of  upper  New  York. 
Bill  reports  that  he  was  especially  pleased 
upon  his  return  here  after  talks  with  Mrs. 
C.  P.  Church,  Theodore  Mikolowsky,  Ber- 
nard Potts  and  others  . . . Those  guests 
at  Ray  Allison’s  opening  of  the  new  Ri- 
voli,  Ebensburg,  who  didn’t  properly  be- 
have themselves  received  messages  which 
chided  them  on  their  deportment.  It  ap- 
pears that  a number  of  guests  used  their 
salad  forks  incorrectly! 

Members  of  the  Republic  organization 
were  among  the  thousands  who  greeted 
Gene  Autry  when  he  stepped  from  the 
TWA  plane  Tuesday  at  the  county  air- 
port for  40  minutes.  His  noted  horse 
“Champ”  was  brought  out  of  the  plane 
for  a stretch  and  frolic  with  Gene.  Sam 
Gorrell  of  Republic  Pictures  of  Ohio  was 
present  with  Jim  Alexander,  Sam  Fine- 


berg,  Hymie  Wheeler,  Joe  Daugherty, 
Catherine  Flanagan,  Irene  Fisher  of  the 
local  Republic  exchange,  and  there  were 
many  exhibitors  present  to  greet  their 
favorite.  Autry  was  en  route  with  “Champ” 
to  New  York  for  a three-week  rodeo  en- 
gagement. 

Mrs.  Alice  Ziegler,  well  remembered  in 
film  circles  and  formerly  of  the  UA  office 
staff,  whose  husband  died  several  months 
ago,  was  a visitor  in  the  celluloid  colony 
this  week  . . . Recent  visitors  included 
Edgar  Moss,  20th-Fox  district  mayiager, 
and  Bert  M.  Steam,  UA  district  manager 
...  A Hal  Roach  location  crew  was  busy 
here  this  week  in  the  local  yards  of  the 
PRR  producing  backgrounds  for  “Broad- 
way Limited.”  Hal  Roach  jr.,  and  Frank 
Young  were  in  charge  of  the  unit  . . . 
George  Kramer,  UA  auditor,  is  around. 

Paramount  exchange  has  organized  its 
own  bowling  league  . . . This  was  officially 
“Knute  Rockne  Week”  in  Pittsburgh  and 
the  Warner  production  of  “Knute  Rockne 
— All  American”  opened  with  a midnight 
show  Thursday  in  the  Stanley. 

With  a Pennsylvania  ban  on  “The  Ram- 
parts We  Watch,”  the  Press  reports  that 
this  film  is  being  shown  in  eastern  Ohio 
and  West  Virginia  cities  within  driving 
distance  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  and  that 
booking  information  can  be  obtained  by 
phoning  the  local  RKO  office  at  GRant 
2237  . . . Mother  of  Samuel  Gould,  man- 
ager of  Warner’s  Kenyon,  died  last  week 
. . . Sam  Gould,  the  independent  exhibitor, 
has  a neio  assistant  at  his  Ohio  and  Ar- 
cadia in  I.  L.  Butler,  formerly  of  Mason- 
town  and  Star  Junction  . . . C.  W.  Dickin- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 
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"Who  Am  I?"  and  "In  the  Cool  of  the  Evening"  in 

"HIT  PARADE  OF  1941" 

KENNY  BAKER  — FRANCES  LANGFORD  — HUGH  HERBERT  — ANN  MILLER 
MARY  BOLAND  — PATSY  KELLY  — PHIL  SILVERS  — STERLING 
HOLLOWAY  — FRANKLIN  PANGBORN 
BORRAH  MINEVITCH  AND  HIS  HARMONICA  RASCALS 
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TONY  MARTIN  and  Joe  E.  Brown  di- 
vided honors  with  the  diamond  stars  at 
the  World  Series  games  in  Cincinnati. 
Brown  occupied  a box  with  Metro’s  E.  M. 
Booth  and  Mrs.  Booth;  he  and  Martin 
chartered  a plane  to  cover  the  series,  com- 
muting from  Detroit  to  Cincy  . . . Exhibi- 
tors from  throughout  the  territory  flocked 
to  the  Row  before  the  games,  among  them 
being  Louis  and  Manny  Shore  from  Wil- 
liamson and  War,  W.  Va.;  E.  L.  Keesling, 
Newboldt  circuit;  Maxie  Max  and  his 
brother  from  the  Colonial,  Bluefield;  Lloyd 
Rogers,  Pocahontas  and  Temple  theatres, 
accompanied  by  his  honor  the  mayor  of 
Wells,  W.  Va.,  and  Foster  Lane,  Williams- 
burg, Ky. 

Universal’s  Frank  Schrieber  reports  his 
brother,  Dave,  and  George  Goniersall  went 
“roofing”  on  the  opening  day  accom- 
panied by  the  Universal  Newsreel  camera- 
man,  and  Dave,  overly  excited,  almost 
stepped  off  the  roof  on  purpose  when  the 
Reds  bit  the  dust  . . . Mike  and  Phil 
Chakeres  of  Springfield  were  also  among 
the  rooters,  as  well  as  Gene  Burke,  Beck- 
ley,  W.  Va.;  J.  Thomas,  Springfield,  and 
Joint  Huebner,  Marion,  Ohio. 

Florence  Schomaker  of  Universal  will  be 
missed  the  next  few  weeks.  She  is  visiting 
in  New  York  and  Connecticut  . . . J.  J. 
Grady,  20th-Fox,  is  smiling  broadly  over 
the  local  success  of  “Brigham  Young’’  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Sachs,  formerly  with 
Warner’s  local  exchange,  surprised  the 
folks  by  dropping  in  to  see  the  series 
games  . . . William  Keyes  of  the  Victory, 
Dayton,  motored  to  South  Bend  for  the 
“Knute  Rockne”  premiere.  The  feature 
has  been  set  into  the  RKO  Palace  for 
October  18. 

The  local  Utiiversal  exchange  is  still 
leading  the  country  in  the  annual  sales 
drive  . . . Mary  Mullin  is  temporarily  with 
RKO,  according  to  Manny  Trautenberg. 

Film  Library  Showings  Are 
Resumed  by  Art  Museum 

Cleveland — 'Tire  Cleveland  Museum  of 
Art  on  October  9 resumed  its  showing  of 
oldtime  films  from  the  Art  Film  Library. 
The  first  session  included  the  showing  of 
three  feature  films  starring  Lillian  Gish, 
Marie  Dressier  and  Greta  Garbo. 

Called  “The  Development  of  American 
Pictures  From  1919  to  1930,”  the  pictures 
will  be  shown  at  the  Art  Museum  on  suc- 
cessive Friday  nights. 


Partners  Take  Lease 

Ellsworth,  Pa. — Herbert  Schaefer  and 
Herbert  J.  Staminger,  partner-exhibitors 
in  the  local  area  for  a number  of  years, 
have  taken  a lease  on  the  Ellsworth  and 
have  assumed  operation.  The  house  was 
under  lease  until  recently  to  John  and 
Werner  Lund,  and  was  later  managed  by 
J.  Booth,  long  identified  with  this  theatre. 

(t  ■ 

Flynn  and  Downey 
"Air  Admirals" 

Detroit — The  local  trade  now  has  two 
Air  Admirals  to  add  to  its  collection  of 
colonels  and  mere  admirals,  the  title  hav- 
ing been  bestowed  on  Jack  Flynn,  district 
manager  for  M-G-M,  and  Frank  J.  Dow- 
ney, Detroit  M-G-M  manager,  by  C.  R. 
Smith  of  American  Airlines. 


Seeks  Dissolution 
Of  Sellos  Chain 


Louisville — A suit  to  dissolve  the  part- 
nership owning  the  Vogue  Theatre,  St. 
Matthews,  and  the  Strand  and  Shelby 
theatres,  Shelbyville,  has  been  filed  in 
Jefferson  circuit  court  by  William  Rosen- 
thal, Indianapolis,  against  George  Settos, 
Indianapolis,  and  Frank  M.  Krapp,  La- 
Jolla,  Cal.,  all  partners  in  the  firm  oper- 
ating as  Settos  Theatres. 

The  suit  seeks  appointment  of  a receiver, 
requests  Settos  to  make  an  accounting  of 
funds,  and  asks  that  the  proceeds  or  the 
property  be  distributed  among  the  part- 
ners. Rosenthal  charges  the  relationship 
among  the  partners  is  so  strained  it  is  “im- 
possible for  the  parties  to  cooperate  in  the 
operation  and  management  of  their  thea- 
tre properties.” 

Rosenthal  alleges  that  Settos  “has  taken 
control  of  money,  accounts  and  property 
of  the  firm  and  converted  same  to  his  own 
use”  and  that  Krapp  “has  failed  to  ac- 
count for  the  sum  of  about  $23,000  belong- 
ing to  the  partnership.”  He  also  charges 
the  firm  is  especially  indebted  to  him  for 
about  $3,000,  that  he  owns  a half  interest 
in  the  two  Shelbyville  theatres,  and  a third 
interest  in  the  Vogue. 


C.  C.  Kellenberg  Heads 
Pitt's  Variety  Club 

Pittsburgh — C.  C.  Kellenberg,  20th- 
Fox’s  assistant  manager  here,  will  head 
the  Variety  Club  for  the  new  year.  Kel- 
lenberg, an  active  member  of  Tent  No.  1 
for  many  years,  was  named  Chief  Barker 
at  the  annual  election  Monday  evening. 
Other  new  officers  were  named  as  follows: 

Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  first  assistant  chief 
barker;  Michael  N.  Shapiro,  second  assist- 
ant chief  barker;  A1  Weiblinger,  secretary; 
Mort  England,  treasurer;  members  of  the 
board  of  directors,  Brian  McDonald,  Mike 
Gallagher,  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Tony  Stern, 
I.  Elmer  Ecker  and  James  G.  Balmer. 
Jimmy  Totman  and  Harry  Thomas  were 
named  as  delegates  to  the  national  con- 
vention. 

Kellenberg,  who  succeeds  C.  J.  Latta, 
will  announce  committees  for  1941  at  an 
early  date. 

Retiring  officers  and  new  officers  will 
be  honored  at  the  Variety  Club’s  12th  an- 
nual banquet  in  the  William  Penn  Hotel, 
Sunday  evening,  October  20. 


Howard  Gives  Auto  City 
First  Sneak-Preview 

Detroit — Pioneering  in  trade  practices 
for  the  third  time  within  a year  in  this 
territory.  Paramount  Manager  John  How- 
ard held  Detroit’s  first  sneak-preview 
Wednesday  at  the  Vogue,  United  Detroit 
house.  His  other  innovations  were  the 
first  world  premiere  staged  here — “Dis- 
puted Passage” — and  the  first  upstate 
trade  showing  at  Hastings  recently. 

Noted  at  the  preview  which  filled  the 
1,800-seat  house,  were:  Fred  De  Lodder  jr., 
DeLodder  circuit;  Arthur  Koskie,  Margaret 
Thompson  and  Peggy  Bacon,  Butterfield 
circuit;  Len  Shaw  and  James  G.  Pooler, 
Detroit  Free  Press;  Carl  R.  Buermele, 
general  manager  of  Cooperative  Theatres; 
Emil  H.  Beck,  Schulte  circuit;  Earl  Hud- 
son, Asher  Shaw,  Ed  Hyman  and  Alice 
Gorham  of  United  Detroit  circuit;  Cyril 
H,  Cain,  British  consul,  and  Vice-Consuls 
Arthur  O.  Bray  and  F.  Martyn  Meech. 


ILOIUII^VKILILIE 

NEW  theatre  has  been  opened  at  Liv- 
ingston, Ky.  Walter  Chestnut  and 
R.  G.  Webb,  co-owners,  have  named  it 
the  Gym  . . . Walter  Connors  of  the  Park, 
Louisville,  is  leaving  next  week  on  an  ex- 
tended vacation  through  the  west  . . . 
Kenneth  Owens  is  the  new  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  local  New  Ritz.  He  was  for- 
merly at  the  Crescent. 

New  lamps  and  rectifiers  have  been  in- 
stalled by  Charles  H.  Behlan  in  his  Park, 
Nicholasville,  Ky.  . . . B.  J.  Curry  has 
installed  new  rectifiers  in  his  Strand  at 
Horse  Cave  . . . T.  N.  Duckett  has  in- 
stalled rebuilt  projectors,  new  lamps,  rec- 
tifiers and  lens  in  the  Dream  at  French 
Lick,  Ind.  . . . A.  H.  Robertson,  Majes- 
tic, Springfield,  Ky.,  is  installing  60  ad- 
ditional chairs  ...  A new  generator  has 
been  installed  in  the  Luna,  LaFayette, 
Ind. 

S.  Cheatam  is  rebuilding  the  Joy  at 
Taylorsville  which  was  recently  destroyed 
by  fire  . . . “Brigham  Young”  opened  at 
both  the  downtown  Strand  and  Rialto  in 
Louisville.  It  follows  at  the  Rialto  after 
a successful  week’s  run  of  Phil  Spitalny 
and  his  all-girl  orchestra.  This  was  the 
first  stage  show  the  Rialto  has  had  in 
eight  years. 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
son,  Brownsville,  was  off  duty  this  week 
due  to  the  death  of  his  brother-in-law. 


George  “B”  Josack  is  doing  surprisingly 
well  with  his  Baer  vs.  Comiskey  fight  pic- 
tures . . . Sam  Yakish  has  refreshed  the 
front  of  his  Colonial,  Coverdale  . . . Wil- 
liam R.  Grande  is  up  and  around  again 
after  a long  illness  . . . Mrs.  Rena  Gold- 
stein, formerly  of  the  Warner  circuit  of- 
fice, is  the  mother  of  a daughter,  report 
her  sisters,  the  Misses  Hannah  and  Meercy 
Braff  of  Loew’s  exchange. 

Catherine  “Kay”  Lockhart  and  Mar- 
garet Casey  of  the  M-G-M  office  are  va- 
cationing in  Miami  and  motoring  through 
the  south  . . . Pittsburgh  Playhouse’s  new 
season  opens  October  29  with  the  staging 
of  “See  My  Lawyer,”  for  a three-week  run 
...  A 23-page  decision  holding  invalid  a 
1935  Pittsburgh  ordinance  imposing  $1  li- 
cense fees  for  each  vending  machine  was 
handed  down  by  Judge  Sara  M.  Soffel  in 
county  court.  This  does  not  refer  to  pin- 
ball machines  or  amusement  devices. 


: It's  Something  New  : 

vs  ^ 

Detroit — Something  new  in  public  de- 
mand upon  theatres  appeared  when  the 
Moss  Brothers’  new  Parkside  set  an  open- 
ing date  recently.  Petitions  appeared 
spontaneously,  according  to  report,  in 
drug  and  grocery  stores  asking  the  own- 
ers to  appoint  Edward  Jacobson  house 
manager. 

Jacobson  has  been  managing  the  Har- 
mony nearby,  and  has  become  a sort  of 
honorary  officer  of  the  adjacent  Parkside 
Housing  Project  through  his  community 
activities.  Two  thousand  signatures  were 
secured  and  presented,  although,  Jacob- 
son said  the  Moss  Brothers  had  already 
given  him  the  appointment. 
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Three  Teams  Are  Tied  in 
Detroit  Bowling  Race 

Detroit — ^With  Detroit’s  film  bowling 
season  well  under  way,  three  teams  are 
tied  for  first  place. 

Standings: 

Teain^—  ^Vun  I.iOst 

Brenkert  Projector  •'>  3 

Amusement  Supply  5 3 

National  Theatre  3 

Motiogrraph  4 4 

liOrenzen  Flower  Shop  4 4 

McArthur  4 4 

Ernie  Forbes  , 3 5 

National  Carbon  2 

High  scorers  of  the  week:  Art  Black,  546; 
Sam  Cornelia,  531;  E.  Nott,  511>;  T’.  H.  Akins, 
514;  Edgar  Doiiville,  513;  C.  Beals,  515;  Jack 
Eindenthal,  507. 


Bowling  in  Cincinnati 

Cincinnati — The  winter  season  of  the 
M.  P.  Bowling  League  has  started  with 
six  teams  under  the  captaincies  of  Jimmy 
Brunetti,  A1  Hobt,  Sam  Oshrey,  Jimmy 
Christian,  Don  Duff  and  Carol  Lewis. 
Teams  meet  each  Tuesday  night  at  Mer- 
gard’s.  Twentieth-Fox  is  leading. 


Frank  H,  Keller,  Veteran 
Exhibitor,  Dies  at  64 

North  East,  Pa. — ^Prank  H.  Keller,  64, 
veteran  exhibitor  and  operator  of  the  Kel- 
lers here,  died  October  2.  A nephew  of 
Magician  Harry  Keller,  the  North  East  ex- 
hibitor, who  also  operated  a theatre  at 
Westfield,  N.  Y.,  was  a retired  printer. 


Premiere  "Wheels" 

Detroit — “Army  on  Wheels,”  produced 
by  Wilding  Productions,  had  its  local  pre- 
miere for  three  days  at  Wisper  & Wets- 
man’s  Eastown.  A large  collection  of  ma- 
chine guns  and  army  equipment  was  ob- 
tained for  the  opening  and  used  in  the 
lobby  and  on  the  street  fronting  the 
theatre. 


Flu  Is  Fatal 

Detroit — Walter  Allen,  65,  father  of 
Wade  Allen,  owner  of  the  Fine  Arts  and 
Arcade  theatres,  died  September  30  from 
influenza.  He  was  associated  with  his  son 
in  managing  the  Arcade  in  recent  years. 
In  addition  to  his  widow,  Bessie,  and 
Wade,  one  other  son  and  two  daughters 
survive. 


Batastini  to  Build 

Marienville,  Pa. — Harry  Batastini  will 
build  a 300-seat  theatre  here.  Batastini, 
who  owns  and  operates  the  Alpine, 
Punxsutawney,  expects  to  get  the  house 
under  construction  at  an  early  date. 


Twin  Opening  in  Ohio 

Cleveland — “Knute  Rockne — All  Ameri- 
can” had  a twin  opening  in  the  territory 
on  October  10  at  the  Lincoln,  Massillon, 
and  the  Ohio,  Canton. 


Golden  to  Reopen  McClure 

Pittsburgh  — The  McClure  Theatre, 
north  side,  will  be  reopened  October  19 
under  the  management  of  Mannie  Golden, 
veteran  exhibitor  who  had  been  away  from 
the  business  for  several  years. 


1D>  IE  T R O I[  T 

T LOYD  HAMMOND,  producer  of  Film 
" Fumbles,  is  back  in  town  . . . Louis 
Schlussel  of  the  Farnum  is  readying  to 
start  construction  on  the  new  Mel  in  Mel- 
vindale  . . . Maxine  Schreiber,  daughter  of 
Nathan,  veteran  Detroit  exhibitor  and  now 
of  the  Palmer  Park  Theatre,  was  married 
Sunday  to  Carl  C.  Fidler  . . . George  W. 
Carr  is  putting  new  seats  in  the  Perrien 
. . . John  Coveleskie  is  confining  his  re- 
modeling at  the  Catherine  to  new  seats 
. . . The  Abbey  Amusement  Co.  is  no  more. 

Harold  Sandelman,  M-G-M  salesman, 
became  the  father  of  Carole  Lynn,  his  first, 
on  September  26  . . . Joe  E.  Brown  was  a 
Detroit  visitor  for  the  World’s  Series  . . . 
Harris  Silverberg,  National  Screen  man- 
ager, recently  transferred  to  Chicago,  is 
coming  back  October  27  for  a special  party 
to  be  held  at  Variety  . . . Marjorie  Mc- 
Keown  Player  has  joined  the  editorial  staff 
of  Jam  Handy. 

Freddie  Daniels  is  the  new  sandwich 
impresario  for  Variety  . . .Joe  Portell  is  a 
victim  of  laryngitis.  Joe  is  selling  out  the 
Greenwood  and  Virginia,  to  retire  to  his 
ballroom  in  Miami.  Bill  Schulte,  circuiteer, 
is  the  new  owner  . . . Mrs.  Anna  Slepski, 
widow  of  the  late  pioneer  exhibitor  at  the 
White  Star  and  mother  of  Leonard  Slep- 
ski, is  dead  . . . Floyd  Wadlow  had  bur- 
glars at  the  Virginia  again.  They  cut  up 
the  screen  when  they  couldn’t  find  any 
money  . . . Lou  Wisper  is  getting  ready  to 
take  his  boat  out  of  the  water  for  the 
winter. 

Bill  Napier  is  getting  his  eyes  rejuven- 
ated . . . Cully  Buermele,  Co-op  g.  m.,  try- 
ing to  get  a pass  to  the  football  game  from 
his  son.  Bob  of  Universal  . . . Ernie  Forbes, 
supply  man,  displaying  a 1901  Pathescope 
projector — and  it  still  works  . . . Variety 
Club  election,  slated  soon,  has  the  boys  in- 
terested . . . Mrs.  Clara  Kelly,  the  up-and- 
down  lady,  still  has  that  bad  cold. 

Ben  Cohen,  circuiteer,  off  for  the  first 
World  Series  game  here  . . . W.  J.  Turn- 
bull,  leading  the  NTS  gang  off  to  the  sec- 
ond . . . Moe  Dudelson,  UA  manager,  finds 
his  son  Stanley  outgrowing  him  . . . Frank 
M.  Repp,  assistant  to  D.  A.  Ritter,  manager 
of  the  Rivola,  has  a motto:  “The  man  with 
a rep.” 


WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Joe  Mellon  is  opening  the  new  Orr  at 
Fowlerville  . . . Butterfield  is  renaming  the 
Alhambra  at  Hillsdale  the  Hill,  and  mak- 
ing it  a trans-lux  type  . . . Charles  H. 
Powell,  National  Screen  service  man,  has 
been  touring  the  state. 


Butterfield  circuit  reported  planning  to 
start  construction  of  a new  house  in  Ann 
Arbor  in  January  . . . Mrs.  Gladys  Roy 
Carr,  formerly  of  Bay  City  and  for  the 
past  several  years  a bit  actress,  died  in  Los 
Angeles. 


Film  Studios  in  Detroit 
Sign  With  Stagehands 

Detroit — Contracts  with  all  local  mo- 
tion picture  studios  have  been  negotiated 
for  one  year,  retroactive  to  September  1, 
Ed  King,  business  agent  of  the  Stagehands 
Local,  informs  Boxoffice.  Wage  scales  and 
all  important  details  remain  unchanged. 
King  said,  but  some  improved  working 
conditions  were  entered  in  the  new  con- 
tracts. 


Seven  Hold  in  Detroit 
Despite  World  Series 


Detroit — ^First  run  houses  in  this  World 
Series-minded  town  this  week  were  hold- 
ing over  seven  features,  indicating  there 
is  still  plenty  of  cash  besides  for  the  thea- 
tre when  product  warrants. 

The  Adams  brought  in  “Girl  From  Ave- 
nue A”  to  play  with  “Hired  Wife,”  which 
switched  over  from  the  Fox  for  a con- 
tinued run.  The  Cinema  held  “Mile.  Ma 
Mere”  and  “School  for  Husbands”  for  a 
third  week,  while  the  United  Artists  kept 
“Strike  Up  the  Band”  and  “Cross  Coun- 
try Romance”  for  a second  week.  The 
Palms-State  took  over  the  Michigan’s  two 
features  for  a continued  run.  They  are 
“Wyoming”  and  “Dance,  Girl,  Dance.” 

Coercion  by  Police  Rules 
Out  Obscene  Film  Case 

Detroit — ^A  case  alleging  exhibition  of 
obscene  films  at  a smoker-style  show  in  a 
local  hotel  was  ruled  out  by  Recorder 
Judge  Donald  Van  Zile  on  the  ground  the 
police  used  “coercion”  in  securing  en- 
trance. The  film  was  confiscated,  but  the 
court  ordered  the  projector  returned  to  the 
owner  who  claimed  he  did  not  know  what 
kind  of  film  was  to  be  shown. 

"U"  Breaks  Ground  in 
Cincy  lor  Exchange 

Cincinnati  — Universal  has  broken 
ground  on  Central  Parkway  adjoining  the 
present  building,  for  a new  modern  ex- 
change which  it  expects  to  occupy  early  in 
the  new  year. 

M.  A.  Wally  and  Francis  T.  Murray, 
home  office  executives,  came  to  Cincinnati 
to  conclude  arrangements. 


Warner  Seeks  Permit  lor 
New  Exchange  in  Pitt 

Pittsburgh — Application  has  been  made 
for  a building  permit  for  a two-story  brick 
and  steel  film  exchange  building  at  1801- 
03  Boulevard  of  the  Allies  for  Warner  Bros. 


Invite  to  Opening 

Pittsburgh — Members  of  the  trade  are 
invited  to  attend  the  opening  of  the  new 
Penn,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Tuesday  evening, 
October  15.  William  Leibovitz  and  his 
son-in-law,  Harold  Cohen,  are  throwing  a 
shindig. 


Reopens  Star 

Star  Junction,  Pa. — The  Star  has  been 
acquired  and  reopened  by  Lawrence  Low- 
stutter.  It  was  formerly  operated  by  I.  L. 
and  Edward  T.  Butler.  The  new  proprie- 
tor formerly  operated  the  Vox,  Greensboro. 


Install  16mm  Projector 

Athens,  Ohio — Schine’s  Athens  here  has 
installed  a 16mm  projector  to  show  local 
news,  including  pictures  of  games  played 
by  the  Miami  University  football  eleven. 


Air-Conditioned  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Monteal  in 

meeting  FEACE  FOB  THE  INDUSTKY 
“Food  You’ll  Remember’’ 

DON  DKISCOI.T.  and  .JIMMY  KINO 
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Mich.  Allied  in  21st 
Annual  Convention 

(Continued  from  page  95) 
but  that  uniformed  troopers,  who  were 
given  special  training  for  this  work,  were 
required  in  the  more  sparsely  settled  rural 
regions.  The  complaints  formerly  uttered 
by  some  exhibitors  against  uniformed  in- 
spectors flashing  their  lights  through  the 
house  on  inspection  during  shows  have 
been  eliminated,  as  President  Branch  con- 
firmed. Commenting  on  the  importance 
of  precautions.  Branch  said: 

“No  theatre  owner  should  attempt  to 
cover  up  anything  on  inspection.  The 
changes  required  are  for  their  own  good, 
and  it  would  only  take  one  good  theatre 
fire  to  hurt  business  everywhere  in  the 
state  so  drastically  that  exhibitors  would 
be  glad  of  the  chance  to  have  inspection  to 
bring  out  hazards  that  they  had  over- 
looked.” 

Otto  Hehn,  engineer  with  the  Sparks 
Withington  Co.  of  Jackson,  spoke  briefly 
on  a new  screen  which  he  has  perfected, 
and  which  has  been  installed  in  Butter- 
field’s Michigan  Theatre  here,  which  is 
said  to  eliminate  vision  distortion  for  any 
seat  in  the  theatre.  The  screen  is  prac- 
tically unbreakable,  and  is  readily  cleaned, 
being  made  of  steel  and  glass,  and  is  alter- 
nately concave  and  convex  to  eliminate 
distortion.  Hehn  stated  that  he  had  in- 
stalled 148  screens  of  an  earlier  type  in 
Prague.  New  screen  will  be  ready  for  the 
market  in  January,  and  will  be  manufac- 
tured by  the  Sparks  Withington  Co. 

Forum  on  Taxes 

In  an  ensuing  open  forum  discussion  of 
theatre  taxation,  the  president  advised  all 
exhibitors  who  had  failed  to  do  so,  to 
apply  at  once  for  a certificate  from  the  In- 
ternal Revenue  Department  authorizing 
collection  of  the  federal  tax,  as  an  im- 
pression prevailed  among  some  that  no 
such  former  certification  was  required. 
Much  interest  centered  on  the  present  legal 
requirement  that  all  cancelled  tickets 
must  be  kept  for  four  years.  In  a talk 
based  on  his  experience  as  an  industry 
representative  at  Washington,  he  said: 

“I  am  very  much  opposed  to  any  attempt 
to  reduce  admissions  to  seek  to  escape  the 
tax.  The  purpose  of  the  act  was  the  laud- 
able one  of  raising  enough  funds  for  na- 
tional defense,  and  we  frankly  know  that 
if  insufficient  money  is  raised,  the  mini- 
mum admission  tax  will  be  reduced  to  ten 
or  even  five  cents  if  necessary. 

“Further,  it  is  a well  known  fact  that 
National  Allied  right  from  the  start  con- 
sidered it  a patriotic  duty  to  assist  the 
federal  government  in  collecting  the  tax, 
and  did  not  offer  protest  in  any  form.” 

Cordial  Atmosphere 

Keynote  of  the  session  was  the  friendly 
spirit  of  cooperation  existing  between  Al- 
lied and  the  non-member  exhibitors  of  the 
state,  including  both  independents  and  af- 
filiated circuits,  with  representatives  of 
both  groups  in  attendance  at  the  meetings. 
This  was  sounded  by  the  President’s  mes- 
sage in  a plea  for  industrial  unity: 

“The  present  European  situation  has 
taught  us  that  unity  of  thought  is  a great 
preparedness.  If  we  can  remove  some  of 
the  obstacles  that  now  prevent  a more  uni- 
fied path  to  the  solution,  we  will  accom- 
plish much.  In  this  state,  we  have  several 
groups  divided  in  opinion  along  certain 
lines;  maybe  we  could  swap  a few  ideas 
with  each  other,  and  bring  about  this  thing 
called  unity.” 

Hear  H.  M.  Richey 

Wednesday’s  reports  opened  with  those 
by  Edgar  E.  Kirchner  as  treasurer  and  as 
chairman  of  the  credentials  committee, 
followed  by  a talk  by  Henderson  M.  Richey, 


formerly  manager  of  Allied  of  Michigan, 
and  now  assistant  to  W.  F.  Rodgers,  gen- 
eral sales  manager  of  M-G-M.  Richey 
reminisced  and  paid  a tribute  to  President 
Branch,  and  to  Miss  Sprott,  office  man- 
ager of  Allied.  Although  speaking  now  as 
the  spokesman  of  a distributing  organiza- 
tion, Richey  stressed  the  increasing  im- 
portance of  exhibitor  organization. 

“There  was  a time  when  distributors 
thought  the  exhibitor  was  always  wrong,” 
Richey  said.  “But  that  is  past,  as  shown 
by  the  significant  fact  that  a company 
like  M-G-M  is  devoting  such  attention  to 
exhibitor  relations  as  creating  my  post. 

“We  are  in  a serious  crisis  today.  Com- 
panies cannot  lose  five  to  25  millions  in 
foreign  film  revenues,  and  not  make  some 
readjustment.  The  companies  are  not  do- 
ing it  by  cutting  budgets.  'The  public 
doesn’t  care  how  much  a picture  cost,  but 
how  good  it  is.  And  people  will  probably 
turn  to  motion  pictures  more  than  ever 
now  for  relaxation,  just  as  they  did  in  the 
last  war. 

“The  success  of  ‘Boom  Town’  doesn’t 
mean  that  big  pictures  can  be  handled  at 
advanced  admission  prices — not  until  each 
picture  is  pre-tested  as  it  was. 

“After  the  arithmetic  of  the  sales  con- 
tract is  finished,  the  distributor  owes  you 
a definite  job — to  help  you  to  sell  the  prod- 
uct to  the  public.” 

Kirsch  on  Decree 

Jack  Kirsch,  president  of  Allied  Thea- 
tres of  Illinois,  gave  a partially  impromptu 
talk  on  industry  problems,  centering  at- 
tention especially  on  the  consent  decree: 

“A  theatre  organization,  to  be  worth  the 
trouble  of  operating  it,  must  be  a service 
organization.  The  time  is  ripe  for  exhibi- 
tor leaders  to  plan  for  the  future.  Dis- 
tributors are  planning  their  course  far  in 
advance. 

“There  are  more  completed  pictures  on 
hand,  and  in  advanced  stages  of  produc- 
tion than  ever  before.  If  the  court  decrees 
that  they  must  be  sold  in  blocks  of  five, 
the  distributors  are  ready.  But  are  exhibi- 
tors ready  to  figure  out  how  they  must 
meet  higher  film  rentals,  increased  admis- 
sions, or  possible  falling  off  of  patronage? 

“If  pictures  are  to  be  sold  in  blocks  of 
five,  then  it  is  because  the  government  has 
fieured  that  this  method  is  fair.  As  I un- 
der.stand  it,  if  you  refuse  to  buy  pictures 
in  the  first  group,  and  want  to  buy  in  the 
second,  the  distributor  has  the  right,  as  it 
now  stands,  to  name  some  of  the  pictures 
from  the  first  group  in  the  second.  Under 
the  present  setup,  the  distributor  can  jug- 
gle pictures.  We  are  thus  at  the  mercy 
of  any  distributor. 

Rap  Duals,  16MM 

“The  proposed  consent  decree  raises 
many  new  problems  that  must  be  solved 
right  away,  if,  despite  our  opposition,  it 
is  entered. 

“There  is  a lot  of  housecleaning  still  to 
be  done.  Exhibitors  are  still  showing  dou- 
ble or  triple  features  while  giving  away 
everything  from  chinaware  to  automobiles. 

“We  may  soon  have  to  go  on  war  ra- 
tions, and  we  cannot  then  afford  such 
luxuries  as  double  bills  and  giveaways. 

“It  is  a combination  of  distributor  and 
exhibitor — the  first  run — that  can  solve 
the  dual  bill  problem.  If  affiliated  first 
runs  would  start  it,  it  would  be  a simple 
matter  for  subsequents  to  follow. 

“If  a policy  of  quality  pictures  could  be 
put  into  effect,  so  that  such  a picture 
would  be  single  billed  all  the  way  from 
first  to  last  run,  I think  we  could  increase 
our  patronage — don’t  forget  that  47  per 
cent  in  the  Gallup  Poll. 

“ . . . Producers  to  allow  their  pictures 
to  be  made  in  16mm  for  distribution 
through  the  new  juke  boxes  are  just  put- 
ting us  as  exhibitors  out  of  business.” 

The  problem  of  free  shows,  of  which 
probably  200  or  more  exist  regularly  in 
Michigan,  came  up  for  discussion. 


Presented  in  Wrong 
Light,  Says  Myers 


(Continued  from  page  95) 
penalty  may  be  assessed  against  the  distri- 
butor, going  into  the  arbitration  fimd.  Such 
a proceeding  would  be  of  help  in  getting  a 
contract,  and  an  association  would  be  in- 
terested in  it  to  remedy  a situation,  even 
though  the  penalty  does  not  go  to  the  ex- 
hibitor. 

“I  think  pictures  will  have  to  be  reviewed 
by  the  trade  papers  more  quickly  than  at 
present,  and  reviews  will  be  of  greater 
importance  to  you.  The  requirement  that 
an  exhibitor  must  give  notice  within  seven 
days  if  a picture  is  offensive  locally  does 
not  give  much  relief,  because  it  would  take 
an  alert  exhibitor  to  know  this. 

“Exclusive  selling  has  been  carried  on  in 
some  territories.  Under  this  policy,  one 
circuit  will  claim  exclusive  rights  in  the 
territory  to  the  pictures  it  buys.  This  is 
clearly  a monopolistic  practice,  but  on  the 
other  hand  we  don’t  want  open  competi- 
tion so  that  any  fly-by-night  can  come 
in  and  open  a theatre.  The  decree  clause 
is  an  effort  at  a satisfactory  compromise. 

“The  provision  for  arbitration  of  clear- 
ance disputes  is  of  tremendous  importance. 
The  theory  back  of  it  is  that  clearance  is 
not  the  property  of  the  theatre  that  en- 
joys it,  but  is  the  right  of  the  copyright 
holder  or  the  distributor.  In  arbitrating 
clearance  disputes,  the  distributor  has  the 
power  to  grant  or  withhold  it,  hence  the 
arbitration  is  solely  between  the  complain- 
ing exhibitor  and  the  distributor.  Hence 
the  award  is  to  set  the  maximum  and 
minimum  clearance  in  the  situation.  This 
is  a great  simplification,  because  it  was 
always  felt  that  the  arbitration  had  to 
be  three-sided  in  the  past. 

“The  provision  for  withholding  prints 
almost  entirely  ‘misses  the  bus.’  No  such 
case  as  specified  has  ever  come  to  my  at- 
tention. There  is  another  class  of  cases 
that  I had  hoped  would  be  provided  for, 
but  is  not — withholding  to  give  a prior  run 
theatre  a clearance  not  provided  for  in  its 
contract. 

“The  provision  to  enable  an  exhibitor 
who  has  lost  his  run  because  of  circuit 
buying  power  to  regain  his  rim,  is  for  the 
independent  exhibitor  who  is  not  connected 
with  a circuit  or  buying  combine  of  more 
than  five  theatres.  It  is  not  to  be  used 
by  one  little  exhibitor  against  another — 
the  theatre  complained  of  must  be  part 
of  a circuit  of  fifteen  or  more. 

“The  provision  that  a circuit  is  not  to 
be  stopped  during  the  three  year  test  pe- 
riod, from  buying  theatres  ‘in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business’  is  vague.  There  was  a 
time  when  Paramount  bought  100  at  a time 
‘in  the  ordinary  course  of  business.’ 

“There  is  a lot  of  glib  talk  about  in- 
tervening in  the  case.  But  if  you  inter- 
vene and  thus  become  a part  of  the  case, 
you  are  bound  by  the  decree.  Failure  to 
observe  it  then  becomes  contempt  of  court. 
There  is  a possibility  that  action  may  be 
taken  as  amicus  curiae,  friend  of  the  court. 

“If,  despite  all  anybody  can  do,  it  comes 
to  pass,  the  course  of  wisdom  will  be  for 
exhibitors  to  put  their  heads  together  and 
figure  out  what  advantage  they  can  get 
out  of  it.  (This  position  may  have  been 
the  source  of  the  erroneous  impression  that 
I had  approved  the  decree  at  Atlantic 
City.)  I don’t  think  any  exhibitor  will  fail 
to  take  advantage  of  it  because  he  was 
opposed  to  the  decree  in  the  first  place. 
I don’t  think  Allied  wants  to  take  the 
position  that  if  it  is  entered,  they  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.” 
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MPTO  Urges  Revision 
Of  Consent  Decree 

New  Haven — Following  a crowded  meet- 
ing at  which  all  angles  of  the  proposed 
consent  decree  were  analyzed  and  dis- 
cussed, and  a vote  of  opposition  passed, 
Connecticut  MPTO  has  authorized  its  ex- 
ecutive secretary,  Herman  M.  Levy,  to 
communicate  that  opposition  and  some  of 
the  reasoning  behind  it,  to  Assistant  At- 
torney General  Thurman  Arnold. 

The  letter  sent  in  accordance  with  this 
action  points  out  the  inadequacy  of  a can- 
cellation right  on  religious,  racial  or  moral 
grounds,  and  states  that  the  provisions  on 
the  licensing  of  features  will  result  in  an- 
other load  being  added  “to  the  already 
existing  onerous  physical,  mental  and  fi- 
nancial burdens  of  exhibitors.” 

The  letter  is  concluded  by  urging  the  as- 
sistant attorney  general  to  “give  consid- 
eration to  the  almost  universal  clamor  that 
has  arisen  against  the  proposed  consent 
decree.”  The  text  follows: 

“This  organization,  at  its  regular  month- 
ly meeting  held  this  week,  voted  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  proposed  consent  decree  and 
authorized  me,  as  executive  secretary,  to 
communicate  that  opposition  and  its  views 
to  you. 

“The  majority  of  the  members  of  this 
organization  are  individual,  independent, 
small  theatre  owners.  Some  of  them  op- 
erate theatres  in  opposition  to  ‘affiliated 
theatres.’ 

"No  Divorcement" 

“When  you  undertook  the  government’s 
action  against  the  film  companies,  the 
industry  and  the  country  at  large  under- 
stood that  the  government  was  opposed  to 
‘blind-selling,’  ‘block-booking’  and  in  favor 
of  ‘divorcement.’  It  is  the  sentiment  of 
this  group  that  the  proposed  consent  de- 
cree aggravates  the  problem  of  ‘block- 
booking’ to  a degree  which  makes  any 
advantage  of  the  partial  elimination  of 
‘blind-selling’  insignificant.  What  benefits 
it  an  exhibitor  to  be  able  to  see  pictures 
before  he  buys  them,  if  he  has  to  take  all 
or  none  of  the  pictures  he  sees?  When 
the  only  cancellation  right  he  has  is  on 
‘religious,  racial,  or  moral  grounds’?  Pic- 
tures that  fall  into  these  categories  are  few 
and  far  between. 

“There  is,  of  course,  no  attempt  in  the 
proposed  decree  to  bring  about  ‘divorce- 
ment.’ 

“While  it  is  true  that  exhibitors  will  not 
have  to  take  the  pictures  offered  to  them 
and  while  they  will  not  have  to  take  shorts, 
etc.,  if  they  do  not  want  them,  it  is  also 
obvious  that  distributors  will  make  up  this 
revenue  by  increased  rentals.  The  sum 
and  substance  of  these  provisions  on  the 
licensing  of  features  is  that  another  load 
will  be  added  to  the  already  existing  oner- 
ous, physical,  mental  and  financial  bur- 
dens of  exhibitors. 

Meet  Again  October  28 

“Section  VII,  which  attempts  to  set  up 
a procedure  for  the  obtaining  of  film  by 
an  ‘independent’  is  reminiscent  of  the  in- 
surance company  that  agreed  to  pay  double 
indemnity  to  its  assured  under  a life  in- 
surance policy  provided  that  the  assured 
was  killed  on  a Thursday  afternoon  at  4 
o’clock  Eastern  Standard  Time  between 
June  10  and  July  10  while  it  was  raining, 
and,  provided  further,  the  assured  was 
driving  an  open  car  of  a certain  model 
and  year!  The  clause  in  each  instance  is 
so  replete  with  conditions  precedent  and 
subsequent  as  to  make  it  ineffectual. 

■ “While  exhibitors  are  not  party  to  the 
proceedings  and  do  not  even  have  amicus 
curiae  standing^  it  would  seem  that  if  they 


are  be  third  party  beneficiaries,  the  con- 
sent decree  finally  adopted  should  be  the 
most  favorable  for  them  and  still  accom- 
plish the  government’s  aims,  and  not  be 
too  great  a hardship  on  distributors.  For 
these  reasons  it  is  earnestly  urged  by  this 
organization  that  you  give  consideration 
to  the  almost  universal  clamor  that  has 
arisen  against  the  proposed  consent  decree 
and  that  it  be  revised  at  the  government’s 
instigation.” 

The  MPTO  will  meet  against  at  12:30 
p.  m.,  Monday,  October  28,  at  Ceriani’s 
Cafe  Mellone,  with  Arthur  H.  Lockwood 
presiding. 

Allied  Theatres  of  Mass, 
Election  on  October  16 

Boston — Annual  elections  of  the  local 
MPTOA  unit.  Allied  Theatres  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Inc.,  have  been  put  over  to  Octo- 
ber 16  following  postponement  of  a meet- 
ing scheduled  for  last  week.  Sam  Pinan- 
ski,  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  partner,  is  prac- 
tically assured  of  re-election  as  president 
while  Joseph  Brennan,  executive  secretary, 
and  a virtually  intact  list  of  officers  will 
probably  prevail. 

Charles  Kurtzman,  Loew’s  Northeastern 
division  manager,  is  due  to  succeed  H.  M. 
Addison,  former  local  Loew’s  executive,  as 
director.  Howard  Burkhardt,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Orpheum,  is  also  slated  for  a di- 
rectorship. 

M&P  Names  Tom  Wall  to 
Manage  New  Theatre 

Boston — Tom  Wall  became  resident 
manager  of  the  Circle  in  Boston  when  the 
newest  M&P  Theatre  Corp.  house  opened. 
The  suburban  theatre,  located  in  the 
Cleveland  Circle  section  of  the  city  bv  the 
Brookline-Brighton  boundary,  is  Para- 
mount’s answer  to  the  industry’s  business 
future. 

Wall  was  formerly  house  manager  at  the 
Metropolitan  in  Boston.  During  the  past 
dozen  years  he  has  managed  such  M&P 
locations  as  the  Modern  in  Boston,  the 
Capitol  in  Allston,  the  Paramount  in  New- 
ton, the  Allston  in  Allston,  and  the  Para- 
mount in  Needham. 

Frank  W.  McManus  has  been  named 
by  Edward  Cuddy,  gener.ql  manager,  as  dis- 
trict manager  for  the  Circle. 


Two  in  New  Haven  Raise 
Ante  for  "Boom  Town" 

New  Haven — The  Loew-Poli  Bijou,  down- 
town subsequent  run,  and  the  Dixwell 
Playhouse,  a Fishman  neighborhood,  were 
the  only  two  houses  in  town  to  play  “Boom 
Town”  at  advanced  prices,  beginning  Oc- 
tober 10.  Dixwell  and  Bijou  top  prices 
moved  from  25  to  30  cents,  with  children 
at  15  cents.  Bijou  balcony  advanced  from 
15  to  20  cents. 


Asher  Renames  Firm 

Boston — Harry  Asher,  independent  film 
distributor,  has  changed  the  name  of  his 
company.  It’s  now  Producers’  Releasing 
Corp.  of  New  England.  Asher  recently 
took  Harold  Goldman,  president  of  the 
Boston  Motion  Picture  Salesmen’s  Club, 
into  the  organization  as  sales  manager. 


Ameche  and  Miranda 

Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox  will  make 
“Rings  on  Her  Fingers,”  with  Don  Ameche 
and  Carmen  Miranda.  Irving  Cummings 
will  direct  the  Fred  Kohlmar  production. 


Defense  Order  Flow 
On  in  New  England 


New  Haven — Check  of  available  workers 
by  Social  Security  Board  for  defense  pur- 
poses shows  Connecticut  has  1,376  qualified 
for  work  in  skilled  occupations  essential 
to  the  defense  industries.  The  largest  num- 
ber of  these  job  seekers  is  skilled  in  ma- 
chine shop  work  and  machine  tool  manu- 
facturing, 49  in  electrical  equipment,  radio, 
telephone  and  telegraph,  and  only  four  in 
aircraft. 

New  England  received  over  $270,000  in 
contracts  from  the  war  department  this 
week.  Of  this  amount  Winchester  Repeat- 
ing Arms,  New  Haven,  has  $2,650;  Han- 
son-Whitney,  Hartford,  $28,432;  Colt’s  Pat- 
ent Fire  Arms,  Hartford,  $16,597.  In  Mas- 
sachusetts Heald  Machine  Co.,  Worcester, 
received  $4,353  in  orders;  Hadley  Special 
Tool,  Boston,  $19,761;  B.  R.  Gale  Co., 
Boston,  $5,750;  Greenfield  Tap  and  Die, 
Greenfield,  $21,291;  Production  Tool  and 
Die,  Springfield,  $1,760;  J.  G.  Blount,  Ev- 
erett, $6,570;  Universal  Boring  Machine, 
Hudson,  $40,'752;  Sulloway  Hoisery,  Fi’ank- 
lin,  N.  H.,  has  $91,042;  Taft-Pierce  Man- 
ufacturing, Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  $12,859; 
Brown  and  Sharpe,  Providence,  $17,295. 

In  addition,  Connecticut  firms  were 
awarded  $800,000  in  contracts  for  goods 
to  be  manufactured  in  Qompliance  with 
Walsh-Healey  Public  Contracts  Act.  Whit- 
ney Blake,  New  Haven,  received  $23  980; 
American  Tube  Bending,  New  Haven,  $23,- 
171;  and  Sargent  & Co.,  $16,800.  In 
Bridgeport,  the  Bullard  Co.  received  $49,- 
431  in  orders;  B.  Jahn,  New  Britain,  $17,- 
310;  Hendy  Machine,  Torrington,  $10,509; 
Pataganet  Finishing,  Niantic,  $22,680;  Uni- 
ted Aircraft,  East  Hartford,  $19,672;  Good- 
year Rubber,  Middletown,  $40,208;  U.  S. 
Rubber,  Naugatuck,  $57  028;  Acme  Prod- 
ucts, Killingly,  $168,163.  Hartford  firms  in- 
clude Hanson-Whitney,  $14,195;  Pratt  & 
Whitney,  $66,417;  Billings  and  Spencer, 
$15,675.  Waterbury  firms:  Patent  Button, 
$24,218;  Scoville  Mfg.,  $153,291;  American 
Brass,  $26,892.  Winchester  cartridge  de- 
partment, New  Haven,  is  expected  to  keep 
its  present  24-hour  schedule  in  effect  for 
some  time  as  a new  contract  to  supply  the 
British  Purchasing  Commission  with  “mil- 
lions” of  cartridges  is  reported. 


Industrial  Effects  of 
Defense  Program  Felt 

Hartford — The  industrial  picture  con- 
tinues to  grow  bright  in  this  city  as  the 
first  direct  effects  of  the  national  defense 
program  are  being  felt  through  the  award- 
ing of  contracts  to  Hartford  manufactur- 
ing plants,  according  to  the  Connecticut 
state  department  of  factory  inspection  and 
labor. 

It  has  been  noted  here  that  many  young 
men  are  becoming  industrial-minded,  and 
it  is,  therefore,  increasingly  difficult  to 
find  many  qualified  who  are  willing  to 
take  other  types  of  jobs.  This  situation 
has  been  especially  prevalent  in  Hartford, 
where  more  and  more  employes  are  turn- 
ing to  factory  jobs. 

The  unemployment  compensation  load 
tends  to  show  a decrease,  according  to  the 
department,  but  continues  high  in  view  of 
general  business  conditions.  The  job  ap- 
plicant load  continues  heavy,  but  does  not 
represent  unemployment  as  much  as  a de- 
sire on  the  part  of  applicants  to  shift  from 
one  job  to  another. 


"A  Woman's  Face"  to  Thorpe 

Hollywood — Richard  Thorpe  wiU  direct 
“A  Woman’s  Face,”  which  Metro  will  make 
as  a Joan  Crawford  starrer. 
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QPENING  of  new  Ethel  Merman-Cole 
Porter  musical,  “Panama  Hattie,”  at 
the  Shubert  brought  Belle  Baker,  Bert 
Wheeler,  Jack  Pearl,  Fanny  Ward  and 
others  up  from  New  York,  and  also  at- 
tracted a good  crop  of  local  film  people 
. . . Traveling  man  Sam  Haddleman  of 
the  Capitol  and  Colonial,  Bridgeport,  took 
a short  vacation  in  Washington  to  rest  up 
for  his  seven-day  Havana  cruise  October 
15  . . . Dave  Cherman  of  the  Lawrence, 
Mrs.  Cherman,  Mrs.  Rose  Fishman  and 
Mrs.  Lawrence  C.  Caplan  motored  to 
Washington  to  visit  with  Cherman’s 
daughter,  Mrs.  Irving  Gordon  . . . Ben 
Lourie  made  a quick  trip  to  Boston  on 
business  . . . Sam  Rosen  is  on  his  annual 
moose-hunting  trip  in  Canada.  Friends  at 
home  wonder  what  would  happen  if  he  ac- 
tually ever  met  that  moose. 

Community , Oakville,  closed  October  7 
for  10  days  for  redecoration.  Rocco  Longo 
will  modernize  the  lobby  of  this  350-seaf 
house  and  repaint  walls  and  ceiling  . . . 
Bailey  Westville  Theatre  is  having  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  install  projectors 
and  plastic  molded  screen.  Opening  date 
is  set  for  around  Election  Day.  with  Sam 
Bailey  as  probable  manager  . . . Howard 
cooking  school  at  1 p.m.  Tuesday  gave  away 
$300  in  gifts  . . . Return  engagements'. 
Rivoli,  West  Haven,  one  day  of  “The 
Hunchback;”  Lincoln,  two  days.  “Destry,” 
and  Whalley.  one  day,  “Rebecca.” 

Connecticut  contingent  at  the  Allied  of 
New  Jersey  meet  in  Atlantic  City  included 
Lawrence  C.  Caplan,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Allied  Connecticut  group;  Maurice 
Shulman  of  Hartford,  Harry  L.  Lavietes 
and  Dave  Cherman  of  New  Haven;  Joseph 
F.  Reed  of  Washington  and  Lucy  Flack  of 
Milford  . . . Lou  Wechsler,  UA  manager, 
on  crutches  for  a few  days  as  a result  of 
a twisted  ankle  . . . The  film  district  was 
unusually  quiet  with  the  advent  of  the 
Jewish  New  Year  . . . Capitol,  Bridgeport, 
has  a new  cashier,  Edith  Heibman.  She 
succeeds  Elinor  Carbone,  who  married  . . . 
Lou  Schaefer,  Paramount  manager,  at- 
tended the  Parker  House  Boston  farewell 
dinner  Monday  night  to  Hy  Fine,  district 
manager  of  M&P  Theatres  for  the  past  five 
years,  who  is  now  general  manager  of 
Lynch-Paramount  houses  in  Miami. 

Joint  Hesse,  Roger  Sherman  manager, 
and  Dan  Mulvey  of  the  Register,  joined 
the  notables  at  the  South  Bend  opening 
of  “Knute  Rockne — All  American,”  flew  to 
the  Notre  Dame  game,  and  participated  in 
all  the  ceremonies  prepared  for  the  event 
. . . Jack  O’Connell,  assistant  at  the  Roger 
Sherman,  substituted  for  Manny  Kugell 
at  the  Warner,  Bridgeport,  for  a few  days 
. . . Jane  Morley,  psychic,  booked  at  the 
Plaza,  Windsor,  for  a p.  a.,  is  the  wife  of 
Erie  Wright,  former  publicity  chief  at 
Loew-Poli,  710W  with  the  Goldstein  circuit. 

Russell-Rubin  campaign  on  “Down  Ar- 
gentine Way”  slightly  terrific  . . . William 
Lake  is  the  new  usher  at  the  College  . . . 
George  White  “Scandals”  not  too  well  re- 
ceived . . . E.  M.  Loew’s,  Hartford,  keep- 
ing “Howards  of  Virginia”  an  extra  week 
. . . Earl  Wright,  20th-Fox  salesman,  and 
daughter,  Constance,  attended  the  Yale- 
Virginia  game  . . . Matt  Saunders,  Loew- 
Poli  (Bridgeport),  manager,  is  sporting  a 
new  Packard.  Saunders  landed  big  press 
story  on  first  stage  show  in  several  years 
at  his  theatre  when  “Down  Argentine 
Way”  opens  with  rhumba  and  la  conga 
dance  exhibition,  accompanied  by  Russ 
Andree  and  Seven  Gables  orchestra. 

Samuel  Cooperstein,  assistant  at  the 
Warner,  Bridgeport,  has  been  married  to 
Edith  Kaplowitz  of  New  Haven  . . . James 


Landino,  manager  of  the  part-time  Tre- 
mo7it,  Ansonia,  also  constructs  those  strik- 
ing set  pieces  at  the  Roger  Sherman  . . . 
Lyric,  Bridgeport,  combmed  Cotto7i  Club 
Revue,  Lucky  Millinder  ba7id  a7id  a first 
run  last  Sunday  . . . John  Ly7ich,  Avon 
(Stamford),  projectionist,  given  a bach- 
elor di7i7ier  Wed7iesday  m Milford  . . . 
When  Bert  Wheeler  played  the  State, 
Hartford,  he  was  the  house  guest  of  Har- 
old Murray  of  New  Engla7id  Brewmg  Co. 
and  Mrs.  Murray,  who  once  were  featured 
on  Broadway  with  Wheeler  and  who  have 
do7ie  considerable  strawhat  work  in  Clin- 
ton . . . Ritz  Bros,  and  A7idrews  Sisters 
just  finished  successful  run  at  the  State, 
Waterbury  . . . It’s  “Ecstasy”  at  the  River- 
side Park-ln  now. 

David  Young  is  new  usher  at  the  Whit- 
ney and  Ray  Whiting  supervises  parking. 
Whitney  tried  combination  of  “South  of 
Pago  Pago,”  “Maryland,”  and  a 16mm 
Charlie  Chaplin  in  “The  Hero”  with  good 
results. 


Nomination  of  Officers 
Occupies  Film  Salesmen 

Boston  — Nomination  of  officers  is 
scheduled  to  feature  a special  business 
meeting  next  Saturday  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Salesmen’s  Club,  according  to  Harry 
I.  Goldman  of  Producers  Releasing  Corp., 
present  president. 

Harry  F.  Goldstein  of  RKO  is  vice- 
president  of  the  film  fraternity  at  the 
present  time;  Harry  Rosenblatt  of  M-G-M 
is  treasurer;  Maynard  Sickles  of  Capitol 
Theatre  Supply  is  secretary.  Sergeant- 
at-arms  is  Nate  Ross  of  United  Artists. 

Board  of  directors  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Salesmen’s  Club  is  composed  of 
Thomas  F.  Duane  of  Paramount,  chair- 
man; Harry  Worden,  Sol  Simons.  Sam 
Soroker.  Herman  Konnis,  Frank  Dervin, 
and  Jack  Gubbins. 

The  membership  scroll  also  includes: 
Edward  Anderson,  Benjamin  Bebchick, 
William  Benjamin,  Leo  Britton,  Steve 
Broidy,  James  Connelly,  Jack  Davis,  Mac 
Farber,  A1  Fecke.  and  John  Felony. 

Harry  Gold,  Maurice  Goldstein,  Sam 
Haase,  theatre  broker;  Geo.  Hager.  James 
Harris,  William  Horan,  Louis  Josephs. 
William  Mancuso,  Harry  Martin,  Carl 
Myshrall,  Harry  Olshan,  Edward  Renick, 
and  Meyer  Rosen. 

Cecil  Rudnick,  Herbert  Schaeffer,  Matty 
Simons,  Ray  Smith,  Fred  Stoloff,  Ernest 
Warren.  Joseph  Wolf. 

Loew-Poli  Managers  Chart 
"Argentine  Way"  Selling 

New  Haven — A special  meeting  of  Loew- 
Poli  managers  was  held  here  to  formulate 
selling  plans  for  “Down  Argentine  Way,” 
that  the  circuit  has  spot  booked. 

The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Oscar 
A.  Doob,  head  of  Loew’s  advertising  de- 
partment, and  Rodney  Bush  of  20th-Pox. 

Among  those  attending  were  Harry  F. 
Shaw,  division  manager;  Matt  Saunders 
and  Otto  Esposito  of  the  Poli,  Bridgeport: 
Bob  Russell.  Nat  Rubin  and  Jack  Brasil 
of  the  Poli.  New  Haven;  Ed  Fitzpatrick  of 
the  Poli.  Waterbury:  Jack  Simons  of  the 
Poli  and  Lou  Cohen  of  the  Palace.  Hart- 
ford: George  Freeman  of  the  Poli,  Spring- 
field:  Joe  Samartano  of  the  Palace.  Meri- 
den; Ben  Simon,  branch  manager  of  20th- 
Fox,  and  Lou  Brown,  Loew-Poli  publicity 
manager. 


Gets  "Strawberry  Blonde" 

Hollywood — Raoul  Walsh  will  direct 
James  Cagney  and  Ann  Sheridan  in  War- 
ner’s “Strawberry  Blonde.” 


JN  BOSTON  last  Tuesday  was  Bernard 
M.  Levy,  manager  of  the  main  stem 
Proven  Picture  and  also  district  manager 
of  Lieberman  theatres  in  Holyoke  and 
Hartford  . . . Joseph  Cardell  has  joined 
the  usher  staff  at  the  State  . . . Manager 
George  E.  Landers  of  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  was 
a New  Haven  visitor  . . . Martin  Boehn 
is  a new  doorman  at  the  State  ...  In 
town  was  Louis  Hacking  of  Altec,  Boston 
. . . Morris  Kindle,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Lyric,  who  has  been  recuperating  at 
tht  St.  Francis  Hospital  after  an  appendix 
operation,  is  back  on  the  job  . . . Also 
back  at  work  on  the  local  Warner  circuit 
is  Mrs.  May  Stanton,  cashier  at  the  Rialto. 
She  was  out  over  four  weeks  due  to  pneu- 
monia . . . Eddie  Barrio  is  a new  full- 
time usher  at  the  State  . . . Miss  Audrey 
Repass,  daughter  of  Charlie  L.  Repass  of 
the  Crown,  and  Arthur  Lesius  are  slated 
to  be  married  in  a home  ceremony  at  the 
Repass  home  on  October  15  . . . Samuel 
S.  Rivozi  is  a new  member  of  the  State 
service  staff. 


Henry  Needles,  WB  district  manager, 
has  bee7i  ill  at  home  . . . Lyric,  Bridge- 
port, has  reopened  . . . Adorno’s  College 
Open-Air,  over  which  there  was  a long 
court  battle  by  opposing  factions,  has 
closed  for  the  season  . . . Congratulations 
are  in  order  for  Samuel  Weiss  of  the  Stam- 
ford and  Avon,  who  celebrated  his  59th 
birthday  the  other  day  . . . Vernon  Lukas, 
member  of  the  Middletown  Capitol  service 
staff,  and  Jane  Larson,  cashier,  are  both 
back  on  the  job  an  happily  “one”  . . . 
The  E.  M.  Loew’s  has  an  American  flag 
in  a prominent  spot  in  the  lobby. 


Frankie  L.  Davis  is  a new  doorman  at 
the  Loew’s  Poli  . . . Office  of  Jack  A. 
Simons,  Loew’s  Poli  manager,  has  been 
redone  in  a pink  shade,  while  Assistant 
Manager  Wallace  J.  Cooper’s  office  has 
been  refinished  in  blue  . . . Moses  Mar- 
golis  is  a new  usher  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  . . . 
While  Dorothy  “Dottie”  Gherlone,  cash- 
ier at  the  Loew’s  Poli,  was  vacationing, 
Helen  Mellow  filled  in  . . . Tommy 
Vaughan,  house  policeman  at  the  Loew’s 
Poli,  had  a birthday  the  other  day  . . . 
Charles  Winockur  has  joined  the  Palace 
service  staff,  replacing  Jerry  Warsaa,  who 
has  been  upped  to  chief  of  service. 

Flaina  Sloat,  cashier  at  the  Allyn,  is 
attending  night  school  learning  stenog- 
raphy . . . Louis  A.  Cohen,  Palace  man- 
ager, has  been  made  an  honorary  police- 
man in  Meriden  . . . James  J.  Tuttle,  ex- 
doorman at  E.  M.  Loew’s.  is  now  a U.  S. 
Marine.  He  is  succeeded  at  the  theatre 
by  Freddie  Fredericks  . . . Says  Katharine 
Hepburn:  “Difference  between  WilWe  and 
Roosevelt  is  that  WiVkie  is  interested  in 
Roosevelt  and  Roosevelt  is  interested  in  us.” 

Recently  reopened  Ritz  in  Broadbrook 
now  offers  free  mixing  bowls  to  all  ladies 
. . . Capitol,  Middletown,  is  slated  to  start 
a blue  orchid  china  giveaway  October  17 
. . . Hamilton,  Waterbury,  now  offers  enam- 
elware  to  patrons  . . . George  Hale,  door- 
man at  the  Capitol  in  Middletown,  and 
Lillian  Gelineau  of  Norwich  are  now  “Mr. 
and  Mrs.” 


Don  Barhytd  Resigns 

Springfield,  Mass. — ^Don  Barhytd,  man- 
ager of  the  local  E.  M.  Loew’s  Court 
Square,  has  resigned,  and  his  duties  have 
been  taken  over,  at  least  temporarily,  by 
Ernest  W.  Whitford,  his  assistant. 
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L.  DANIELS  of  the  Plymouth,  Wor- 
cester, is  now  the  proud  father  of  a 
girl  ...  To  New  Haven  last  fortnight  to 
see  “Down  Argentine  Way”  went  Man- 
ager George  E.  Freeman  of  the  Loew’s  Poli 
. . . A visitor  at  the  Court  Square  was 
L.  W.  Richmond,  E.  M.  Loew’s  division 
manager  . . . Rosario  B.  Durand  is  a new 
member  of  the  projectionists’  staff  at  the 
main  stem  Art,  succeeding  Louie  Lambert, 
deceased  . . Patrick  J.  Isabella,  who  does 
art  work  for  Springfield  theatres,  has 
moved  into  new  offices  at  104  State  St. 

. . . Boyd  Sparrow,  newly-appointed  as- 
sistant manager  at  the  Loew’s  Poli,  is  liv- 
ing temporarily  at  the  Hotel  Worthy  . . . 
William  “Billy”  Powell,  district  manager 
for  the  Herman  Rif  kin  circuit;  Michael 
Zandan,  editor-in-chief  of  the  Springfield 
Free  Press,  and  Louis  W.  Caparole  jr.,  lo- 
cal attorney,  took  in  the  New  York  Fair. 

Reopened  for  the  fall  season  is  the  Gar- 
den, Rifkin  circuit  house,  under  the  new 
management  of  Fred  Frechette  . . . Frankie 
Fenesi,  projectionist  at  the  Capitol,  is  back 
on  the  job  after  being  out  for  more  than 
a month  due  to  illness  . . . Hilda  Ickgrath 
is  the  new  candy  girl  at  the  Forest  Park 
Phillips  . . . O.  “Duke”  Duchain,  projec- 
tionist at  the  Paramount,  hit  New  York 
while  on  vacation  . . . Henry  Rickaby,  as- 
sistant to  Manager  Carl  Jamroga  at  the 
Phillips,  has  resigned. 

A meeting  of  Western  Massachusetts 
Theatres  house  managers  held  at  the 
Broadway  was  attended  by  the  following: 
Louis  Levine,  Rivoli,  Chicopee;  C.  Fred- 
ericks, Garden,  Greenfield;  George  Labbe, 
Victory,  and  Milton  Weinstein  of  the 
Strand,  Holyoke;  T.  W.  Chatburn,  Rich- 
mond, North  Adams;  Francis  Faille,  Para- 
mount, North  Adams;  Gerald  Germaine, 
Calvin,  Northampton;  David  D.  Perkins, 
Plaza,  Northampton;  Eddie  Dowling  of  the 
Capitol,  and  Francis  Beaupre  of  the  Strand 
in  Pittsfield;  Louis  Marcks,  Strand,  West- 
field;  Norman  Prager,  Palace,  Pittsfield; 
and  Clifford  Boyd,  Paramount,  Brattle- 
boro,  Vt.  Local  managers  present  were 
George  W.  Coleman,  Arcade;  Charlie  R. 
Smith,  Broadway,  and  Edward  Smith  of 
the  Paramount.  Nathan  E.  and  Samuel 
Goldstein  presided. 

Paul  Pelland,  a member  of  the  Phillips 
service  staff,  was  kept  busy  digging  in  his 
pockets  for  cough  drops  last  week  due  to  a 
heavy  cold  . . . Harry  Green,  representa- 
tive in  New  England  for  Alexander  Pre- 
view, was  in  town  . . . Manager  Carl  Jam- 
roga of  the  Phillips  upped  day-time  prices 
a nickel  and  night  admissions  a dime  dur- 
ing the  run  of  “Boom  Town”  . . . Nathan 
E.  Goldstein  and  William  T.  Althaus  of 
the  Western  Massachusetts  circuit  were 
in  attendance  at  the  annual  Paramount 
golf  get-together  on  the  Adolph  Zukor 
course  . . . Amherst,  over  in  Amherst,  has 
been  darkened  by  Arnold  Kennedy. 


Service  Exempts 

Boston — Members  of  the  Moving  Picture 
Operators’  Union.  Local  182,  who  enter 
the  United  States  service,  will  be  exempted 
from  all  dues  and  assessments  during  their 
service  period  and  will  also  be  assured  of 
return  to  their  former  positions,  it  was 
voted  at  a meeting  of  the  AFL  unit  here 
last  week.  Thad  C.  Barrows  presided. 


Adapting  "My  Captain" 
Hollywood — Heinz  Herald  is  adapting 
“Quietly  My  Captain  Waits”  for  Warner 
from  the  Evelsm  Eaton  novel. 


Segal,  Standard  Settle 
A Contract  Dispute 


Boston — Litigations  brought  by  Harry 
Segal,  present  New  England  head  of  Im- 
perial, against  Standard  Pictures  Distrib- 
uting Co.,  Inc.,  and  George  Leganas  have 
been  settled  here  following  the  drawing 
up  of  releases  involving  a contract  made 
between  the  parties  on  July  17,  1939,  un- 
der terms  of  which  Segal  was  employed  as 
general  sales  manager  for  three  years. 
Segal  subsequently  alleged  that  the  de- 
fendants failed  to  secure  12  pictures  yearly 
for  distribution  and  that  he  lost  out  on 
compensation  stipulations  as  five  per  cent 
of  the  gross. 

Under  new  distribution  arrangements, 
set  up  during  the  settlement  negotiations, 
Segal  was  appointed  New  England  dis- 
tributor for  Standard  Pictures  Di.stributing 
Co.,  Inc.,  product. 


Medlord  Square  Operators 
Appeal  Contract  Decision 

Boston — A finding  in  favor  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Specialties  Co.  against  the 
operating  corporation  of  the  Square  in 
Medford  was  made  in  first  district  court, 
Middlesex,  last  week  by  Judge  Brooks.  The 
operating  concern  was  ordered  to  pay  $199 
after  being  found  guilty  of  a breach  of 
contract.  The  decision  has  been  annealed. 
Frederick  E.  Lieberman  is  the  operator  of 
the  Middlesex  house.  Ben  F.  Gilbert  repre- 
sented the  Motion  Picture  Specialties  Co., 
New  England  distributors  of  Keen-O-Quiz, 
game  involved  in  the  litigation.  Attempts 
to  outlaw  the  breach  of  promise  action  on 
lottery  allegation  failed. 


Department  Store  Sales 
lump  in  Connecticut 

Hartford — The  monthly  review  of  the 
Boston  Federal  Reserve  Bank  reports  that 
department  store  sales  in  Connecticut  dur- 
ing August  were  30  per  cent  over  August, 
1939,  leading  the  New  England  states 
which  as  a group  showed  a gain  of  13  per 
cent. 

Gain.s  in  other  states  were  as  follnwrs: 
Rhode  Island.  16  ner  cent;  Maine.  IS-  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont.  13.  and  Massa- 
chusetts. 11  per  cent.  Citv  gains  were; 

Haven.  28  per  c®nt;  ■Prmnrt°nce.  16; 
Boston  nine  r>Pr  cont.  No  figures  were 
available  on  Hartford. 


Summer  Tourists  Spent 
More  in  New  England 

New  Haven — The  New  England  Council 
reports  that  general  summer  vacation  busi- 
ness in  New  England  the  past  summer, 
normally  about  $500  000.000  a season,  was 
10  per  cent  better  than  the  summer  be- 
fore. 

The  increase  is  attributed  to  “relatively 
better  economic  conditions,  the  curtailment 
of  foreign  travel,  and  the  inereasingiv  ef- 
fective sales  programs  of  New  England 
state,  regional  and  commercial  agencies.” 


Business  Growth 

Hartford — The  State  Development  Com- 
mission reports  that  83  new  firms,  employ- 
ing more  than  5,000  persons,  have  been 
established  in  Connecticut  since  the  com- 
mission was  created  in  July  of  last  year. 


JRVING  DUNN,  former  Lowell  theatre 

owner,  has  taken  over  operation  of  the 
Key  in  Lowell,  formerly  operated  by  Roy 
E.  Heffner  and  Michael  J.  Hurney. 

Hy  Rodman,  former  manager  of  the 
Capitol  in  Pawtucket  for  E.  M.  Loew,  has 
been  appointed  manager  of  the  Embassy 
in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Charles  Kurtzman,  head  of  the  north- 
eastern division  of  Loew’s,  Inc.,  has  been 
out  of  town  on  a business  trip  around  the 
circuit  . . . Dave  Whalen,  former  New 
England  publicity  representative  for  Re- 
public and  present  national  exploitation 
manager  for  the  distributor,  was  scheduled 
to  be  in  town  with  Judy  Canova  whom  he 
set  for  the  Boston  Food  Show  . . . Ben 
Rogers,  local  independent,  has  been  in 
Maine  on  business. 

Ed  Morey,  Republic  sales  manager,  set 
a Boston  first-run  unveiling  of  “Girl  From 
Havana”  at  the  Paramount  and  Fenway, 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.  showplaces  . .,  . 
George  Herscheson  has  resigned  as  booker 
for  National  Screen  Service. 

George  Kraska,  operator  of  the  Fine 
Arts  in  Boston,  and  Leonard  Kraska,  house 
manager  of  the  situation,  have  acquired  a 
two-family  house  in  Brookline  and  have 
moved  to  the  ten-run,  four-bath  estab- 
lishment. 

Herman  Rifkin  has  booked  “Dark  Com- 
mand” for  his  entire  circuit  . . . Edwin 
B.  Pettet  has  transferred  operation  of  the 
Artists  Theatre  in  Provincetown  to  the 
Barn  in  the  Beacon  Hill  section  of  Boston. 
Pettet  has  scheduled  11  plays  for  the  house. 

William  Canning,  manager  of  the  Em- 
pire in  Fall  River,  is  combining  flesh  with 
films  at  the  Stoneman-Ansin  house  . . . 
Dominic  Toturo,  Millbury  exhibitor,  was 
on  Filmrow  . . . Bert  Lytell,  the  former 
film  star,  is  in  stock  stage  productions  at 
the  reopened  Copley  . . . Roy  E.  Heffner, 
Specialty  Pictures  head,  hurried  to  New 
York  last  week  on  business  which  neces- 
sitated the  postponement  of  a proposed 
hunting  trip. 

Al  Trahan  was  in  town,  featured  in  the 
flesh  show  at  the  RKO  Boston  . . . Walter 
Brennan  was  here  last  week  before  re- 
turning  to  the  coast  following  his  Philadel- 
phia appearance  at  a “Westerner”  pre- 
miere . . . Martha  Heffner,  daughter  of 
the  Bank  Night  distributor,  is  attending 
Westbrook  Junior  College  in  Portland,  Me. 

Benjamin  Katz,  former  assistant  at  the 
Warner  in  Worcester,  is  now  assistant 
manager  at  the  Garden  in  New  London  , . . 
E.  G.  Neuman  is  now  managing  the  Brad- 
ley at  Putnam  following  the  regular  Pall 
darkening  of  the  Cape  Cinema  at  Dennis 
on  Cape  Cod. 

Max  and  Joseph  Levenson  have  taken 
over  the  Fairlawn  at  Pawtucket,  newly 
constructed  situation  scheduled  for  open- 
ing within  the  next  few  weeks  . . . S.  L. 
Lowe  jr.,  head  of  the  Theatre  Candy  Co., 
has  bought  a new  Remington  3-shot  re- 
peating shotgun  in  anticipation  of  week- 
end duck  hunting  excursions  . . . Roy  E. 
Heffner  jr.,  manager  of  the  Key  in  Middle- 
boro,  is  set  for  a foray  after  deer  north 
of  Moose  Lake. 

Joseph  Bean  has  been  appointed  man- 
ager of  the  Centre  in  Fall  River,  newly 
constructed  Ansin-Stoneman  house  which 
was  scheduled  to  open  this  week  . . . Ar- 
thur Lockwood,  partner  of  Louis  Gordon 
in  independent  circuit  operations,  is  con- 
valescing following  hospitalization. 
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pETER  BERNARD,  Warner  projectionist, 

has  been  named  a member  of  the  local 
draft  board,  as  has  John  Elliano.  brother 
of  Robert  Elliano,  manager  of  the  Palace  in 
Torrington  . . . Samuel  Haddleman  of  the 
Capitol  was  in  Washington  and  New  Bri- 
tain . . . Manager  Matt  Saunders  of  the 
Loew-Poli  was  a New  York  visitor  . . . 
Samuel  Cooperstein  has  returned  with  his 
new  bride,  the  former  Edith  Kaplowitz  of 
New  Haven  . . . Sheldon,  son  of  Globe 
Manager  Harry  Rose,  is  a member  of  the 
Bassick  High  cheering  squad  . . . The  Hip- 
podrome now  is  changing  bills  on  Sunday, 
Wednesday  and  Saturday. 

Eleanor  Carbone,  cashier  at  the  Capitol 
for  several  years,  resigned  to  become  a 
bride  . . . Michael  Carroll,  American  man- 
ager, is  a year  older  . . . Harry  Shaw  and 
Lou  Brown  were  in  town  for  the  Majestic 
fashion  show  . . . The  Manny  Kuggels  (he 
is  Warner  manager)  entertained  at  a 
birthday  party  for  their  young  daughter, 
Marlene. 

Anita  Rose  was  in  New  Haven  to  see 
“Panama  Hattie’’  . . . The  Warner  screened 
“Knute  Rockne”  for  the  Notre  Dame  Club 
of  Southwestern  Connecticut  on  the  same 
night  the  film  was  having  its  premiere  in 
South  Bend  . . . Edith  Heibman  has  joined 
the  Capitol  staff  as  cashier  . . . Staff  at 
the  Warner  ate  tuna  fish  after  a success- 
ful expedition  into  Long  Island  Sound  by 
Peter  Bernard. 

Bill  Henderson,  doorman;  Leon  Rosen- 
baum and  Sanford  Katz,  ushers  at  the 
Warner,  have  resigned.  They  chre  suc- 
ceeded by  Ernest  Russell  at  the  door  and 
Henry  Riccio  and  John  Rausso  as  ushers 
. . . Matt  Saunders  received  a letter  from 
Guy  Weadick  of  Stampede  Ranch,  Alberta, 
Canada.  Saunders  and  Wea'Jick  were  to- 
gether on  the  old  Buffalo  Bill  West  Show 
and  this  is  the  first  time  in  many  years 
they  have  communicated.  Weadick’s 
ranch  is  next  to  the  one  orvned  by  the 
Duke  of  Windsor. 

Loew’s  New  England  circuit  heads  were 
in  for  the  rhumba  and  la  conga  contest 
staged  at  the  Loew-Poli  Theatre  in  con- 
nection with  “Down  Argentine  Way.”  The 
house  tied  in  with  the  Arthur  Murray 
dance  studio  for  the  event  . . . Eighteen 
acts  of  vaudeville  are  now  being  used 
weekly  in  local  theatres  . . . The  Loew- 
Poli  will  play  “The  Great  Dictator”  here. 

Harry  Rose  finally  got  to  the  World’s 
Fair.  He  beat  the  deadline  by  24  days 
. . . Michael  Carroll  has  found  plenty  of 
new  musc'e  in  his  bodv  since  he  started 
fall  plantina  . . . Al  Domain  is  back  at 
the  Loew-Poli  after  a short  illness  . . . 
Matt  Saunders  is  driving  a new  Packard 
. . . Ernest  Gilbert  has  been  substituting 
in  the  Warner  booth  for  E.  J.  Valcourt 
who  has  been  vacationing. 


May  Build  in  Bristol 

Bristol,  Conn. — It  is  reported  that 
Joseph  Faith,  owner  of  the  Mayfair  in 
Terryville.  may  lease  or  purchase  outright 
the  Red  Men’s  Building  here  and  convert 
it  into  a theatre. 


Ryan  in  Oklahoma 

Boston — George  S.  Ryan,  anti-trust  at- 
torney, has  been  in  Oklahoma  for  hear- 
ings on  the  A.  B.  Momand  $4,500,000  mo- 
noDoly  suit  in  which  the  Boston  lawyer  is 
chief  plaintiff’s  cotxnsel. 


Patrick  Healey  Handling 
Retreat  Reservations 


Boston — Reservations  for  the  annual 
Autumn  Retreat  of  the  Catholic  Motion 
Picture  Guild  may  be  secured  through 
Major  Patrick  F.  Healey  of  the  depart- 
ment of  public  safety. 

Tom  Duane  of  Paramount,  William  Mur- 
phy of  Warner,  William  J.  Doyle  of  the 
Broadway  in  South  Boston,  Frank  Mc- 
Manus of  M&P  Theatres  Corp.,  and  Frank 
Lydon  of  the  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Inc.  The  Retreat,  which  is  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Jolm  T.  Mc- 
Grory,  S.  J.,  will  be  held  in  Campion 
Hall  in  North  Andover  for  three  days,  be- 
ginning Friday,  November  15,  at  6:30  p.  m. 

Boston  Friars'  Club  Sets 
Luncheon  lor  ludy  Canova 

Boston — A luncheon  in  honor  of  Judy 
Canova  was  set  by  the  Boston  Friars  Club 
this  Tuesday  at  12:30  p.  m.  in  the  Hotel 
Statler.  Ed  Morey,  local  Republic  sales 
manager,  had  charge  of  reservations. 
Steve  Broidy,  Friars  president  and  New 
England  general  manager  of  Monogram, 
was  in  charge  of  the  affair. 

Arthur  K.  Howard,  business  manager  of 
the  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  accepted 
Morey’s  invitation  to  invite  members  of 
his  organization  to  the  function. 


Caplan  Makes  Report  on 
N,  /.  Allied  Convention 

New  Haven — A report  on  the  recent  New 
Jersey  Allied  meeting  in  Atlantic  City  was 
made  by  Lawrence  C.  Caplan,  executive 
secretary,  at  a meeting  Tuesday  of  Con- 
necticut Allied  held  at  the  Hof  Brau  Haus. 

Other  reports  on  the  session  were  also 
given  by  Maurice  Shulman  of  Hartford, 
Joseph  F.  Reed  of  Washington,  and  Harry 
Lavietes  and  Dave  Cherman  of  New  Haven. 


Book  "Baker's  Wife" 

Hartford — The  French  motion  picture, 
“The  Baker’s  Wife,”  was  scheduled  to  be- 
gin a week’s  engagement  at  the  E.  M. 
Loew’s,  Friday.  Directed  by  Marcel  Pag- 
nol, the  film  features  Raimu  and  Gin- 
ette  Leclerc. 


Launches  Bike  Giveaway 

New  Haven — Franklin  Ferguson,  mana- 
ger of  the  Whitney,  is  launching  a six- 
Saturday  bike  giveaway,  with  winners  to 
be  determined  by  a bean-guessing  contest. 


"Stand-In"  Outgrows 
His  Post 

Boston — Joseph  A.  DiPesa,  veteran 
Loew's  exploitation  manager  in  Boston, 
discovered  a Mickey  Rooney  double  here 
some  two  years  ago  as  a result  of  an 
exploitation  contest  he  planted  in  behalf 
of  an  earlier  Rooney  production.  The 
likeness  was  so  striking  that  DiPesa  used 
the  lad  as  street  ballyhoo  in  connection 
with  later  Rooney  pictures.  That  is,  he 
did  up  until  "Strike  Up  the  Band."  The 
Boston  youngster,  it  seems,  has  grown 
taller  and  thinner  and  has  therefore 
inched  himself  out  of  a job.  So  now  Di- 
Pesa has  tied  up  with  Boston  University 
to  find  counterparts  of  both  Rooney  and 
Judy  Garland. 


PROVlIDllENClE 

fjYMAN  RODMAN,  manager  of  E.  M. 

Loew’s  Capitol  in  Pawtucket,  and  prior 
to  that  in  charge  of  the  Music  Hall  for 
the  chain  there,  has  been  transferred  as 
manager  of  the  circuit’s  Embassy  in  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.  W.  D.  McGhee,  manager  of 
the  Drive-In  here,  is  doubling  at  the 
Capitol  until  a successor  to  Rodman  is 
named.  Rodman  postals  from  Rochester 
that  prices  seem  too  cheap  in  that  city, 
with  “A”  houses  charging  only  15-cents 
top  to  3 p.  m.  Pawtucket-Central  Falls 
population  of  100,000  and  five  theatres 
in  the  area  are  also  quite  a contrast  to 
Rochester,  Rodman  writes,  with  35  thea- 
tres there  for  the  city’s  340,00  inhabitants. 

The  Strand  is  planning  to  up  admissions 
for  the  showing  of  ‘‘North  West  Mounted 
Police”  the  week  of  October  24  . . . The 
Metropolitan,  playing  stage  shows  and 
films  weekends,  is  having  quiet  Friday  bus- 
iness, though  Saturdays  and  Sundays  have 
proven  satisfactory. 

George  French  and  Bill  Morton  have  ar- 
ranged a good  tieup  with  10  Liggett  drug 
stores,  furnishing  them  a supply  of  menu 
sheets  carrying  a one-inch  streamer  across 
the  bottom  imprinted  with  ads  on  cur- 
rent bookings  . . . Don  Chambers,  Para- 
mount advertising  representative  in  New 
England,  accompanied  by  Tom  Jefferson 
of  the  New  York  office,  were  in  mapping 
a publicity  campaign  with  Manager  Ed 
Reed  of  the  Strand  for  “North  West  Moun- 
ted Police.” 

Bill  Morton,  publicist  for  RKO-Albee, 
has  also  taken  under  his  p.  a.  wing  the 
Beachcomber,  night  club  opened  last 
week  in  the  Crown  Hotel  here.  Last  week 
he  had  press  photographers  shooting 
Isabell  Jewell,  Jane  Gary  and  Betty  Jane 
Cooper,  playing  a personal  appearance  at 
the  Metropolitan,  in  the  Beachcomber  at 
an  after-the-show  party. 

A phase  of  modernization  is  now  sweep- 
ing Rhode  Island  theatres.  The  Castle, 
neighborhood  house,  recently  spent  $800 
on  interior  alterations  and  additions.  The 
Majestic  is  now  being  reseated,  and  work- 
men are  also  ripping  down  the  old  mar- 
quee in  preparation  for  installing  of  a new 
one.  Associated  Theatres  likewise  is 
“dressing  up”  for  an  anticipated  good  win- 
ter business.  The  chain  is  having  600 
new  air-cushion  seats  installed  at  both  the 
Palace  and  Park.  New  carpets  are  also  to 
be  laid  at  the  Park.  The  Empire  is  hav- 
ing its  marquee  painted  and  will  also  get 
new  carpet. 


Finds  Cyclex  Popular 

Boston — “New  England  exhibitors,  op- 
erators of  smaller  houses  in  particular,  are 
going  for  Cyclex  in  increasing  numbers,” 
Kenneth  R.  Douglass,  Capitol  Theatre  Sup- 
ply head,  said  this  week.  Its  pure  white 
light,  and  economical  operation,  because 
it  utilizes  the  light  produced  by  both  car- 
bons and  because  one  unit  replaces  a gen- 
erator or  two  rectifiers,  are  cited  by  Doug- 
lass. 


Resume  Vaudeville 

Manchester,  N.  H. — The  Palace  here  has 
resumed  vaudeville,  in  addition  to  regular 
film  fare.  Acts  are  scheduled  twice  a 
week,  Friday  and  Saturday. 


Serial  of  "Captain  Marvel" 

Hollywood  — Republic  has  purchased 
screen  rights  to  the  comic  strin,  “Captain 
Marvel,”  as  the  basis  for  a serial. 
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Remodeled  Circle  io  Clemmons  Leaves  Interstate; 
Reopen  in  Tulsa  Will  Launch  Own  Circuit 


Oklahoma  City — Griffith-Southwestern 
Theatres  will  shortly  reopen  the  Circle  in 
Tulsa.  It  has  been  closed  for  remodeling 
since  September  23.  An  additional  30  feet 
of  space  was  added  at  the  rear  of  the 
house,  making  possible  200  more  seats. 

Griffith-Southwestern  also  has  begun 
construction  on  a 1,000-seat  house  direct- 
ly across  the  street  from  the  Main  Street 
in  Tulsa.  The  old  location  has  been  taken 
by  the  J.  C.  Penney  Co.  for  a store  space 
and  the  new  house  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted by  next  February  1. 

Ted  Griffith,  who  for  six  years  operated 
the  Film  Exchange  Lunchroom  here,  has 
purchased  the  Blue  Moon  from  Harry  and 
Avece  Waldron.  Griffith,  who  is  no  rela- 
tion to  the  Griffith  brothers  identified 
with  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  in  turn 
sold  an  interest  in  the  Blue  Moon  to 
Griffith-Southwestern.  The  Blue  Moon 
will  be  closed  for  remodeling. 

The  Griffith  Amusement  Co.  home  of- 
fices here  are  now  undergoing  remodeling 
and  expansion.  A modern  front  of  tile 
and  stucco  will  be  put  on  the  front  of 
the  building  with  a marquee  carrying  the 
company  name.  The  entire  first  floor  will 
be  occupied  by  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment, now  housed  on  the  second  floor. 
The  Film  Exchange  Lunchroom  will  re- 
main on  the  main  floor.  An  extension  of 
the  third  floor  wing  will  allow  the  con- 
struction of  four  new  executive  offices 
and  the  accounting  department  will  be 
enlarged  and  centralized.  The  entire  sec- 
ond floor  will  be  occupied  by  the  poster 
department.  The  job  is  expected  to  be 
completed  about  December  1. 


Theatre  Building  Pace 
Kept  Brisk  in  Texas 

Dallas — Two  circuits  and  an  independ- 
ent are  keeping  new  theatre  construction 
activity  in  high  in  Texas.  Between  them 
seven  new  houses  are  on  the  slate. 

Interstate  has  announced  three  new  the- 
atres— an  800-seater  in  Brownwood,  now 
under  way;  a 400-seater  in  Corsicana;  and 
a 400-seater  in  Paris.  Robb  and  Rowley 
are  building  in  San  Angelo  and  will  soon 
put  up  a third  at  Mineral  Wells,  in  part- 
nership with  Dunn  and  Courtney.  Phil 
Isley  will  open  his  new  house  at  Brown - 
wood  next  week  and  is  building  a 1,000- 
seater  in  Palacios. 


Southern  Amusement  Co. 
Building  Two  in  La. 

New  Orleans — The  Southern  Amuse- 
ment Co.  is  building  new  theatres  at  Lake 
Charles  and  Crowley,  La.  The  former,  to 
be  known  as  the  Paramount,  will  seat 
1,056,  and  will  replace  a house  of  the 
same  name  which  burned  last  Christmas. 

The  Crowley  house  will  be  a stadium- 
type  structure  called  the  Arcadia.  It  will 
seat  1,022.  George  Baillio,  Southern 
Amusement  president,  has  signed  with 
RCA  for  sound  equipment  and  hard-of- 
hearing  aids  for  both  new  houses. 


A Darro  for  Bretherton 

Hollywood — “You’re  Our  of  Luck,”  next 
Frankie  Darro  starrer  for  Monogram,  will 
be  directed  by  Howard  Bretherton.  Linds- 
ley  Parsons  will  produce  from  a script  by 
Edmund  Kelso. 


Hospitaliiy  Vied 
With  the  Roses 

By  V.  W.  CRISP 

Dallas — Southern  hospitality  in  east 
Texas  was  never  displayed  any  better  than 
when  the  S.  G.  Frys,  for  the  third  con- 
secutive year  last  Saturday  threw  open 
their  doors  in  Tyler  to  film  exchange  em- 
ployes on  the  occasion  of  the  Festival  of 
Roses. 

At  the  end  of  a brisk  early  morning 
drive,  the  crowd  gathered  at  the  Fry  de- 
partment store  to  exchange  greetings  and 
warm  up  to  the  day’s  festivities.  Here  the 
Frys  passed  out  tickets  to  the  huge  re- 
viewing grandstand  where  thousands  lined 
the  streets  waiting  for  the  one-and-one- 
half-hour-long  parade. 

Fifty  high  school  and  college  bands 
passed  along  in  orderly  fashion  separated 
by  elaborate  floats,  one  of  which  was 
donned  with  some  26,000  roses.  Following 
the  parade,  the  Fi'ys  provided  tickets  for 
all  guests  to  see  the  Rose  Show  where  all 
varieties  of  'Tyler’s  leading  industry  were 
on  view. 

From  there  the  crowd  drove  out  to  the 
Fry  home,  which  sits  among  tall  trees  in 
a new  and  attractive  residential  section. 
In  quick  time,  there  were  refreshments  and 
heaping  portions  of  the  best  in  foods, 
served  on  picnic  tables  in  the  back  yard. 

Football  was  the  next  phase  of  enter- 
tainment, and  the  Dallasans  saw  Hardin 
Simmons  “take”  Arizona  State  in  a close 
battle.  They  saw,  too,  a great  exhibition 
by  the  Hardin-Simmons  Band,  horses, 
girls  and  all,  which  theatre  business  has 
come  to  know  so  well  of  late. 


Dallas — A veritable  news  bombshell  ex- 
ploded here  this  week  when  it  became  of- 
ficially known  that  Tom  R.  Clemmons  was 
no  longer  connected  with  Jefferson  Amuse- 
ment Co.  Subsequent  information  was  that 
Clemmons  was  in  the  midst  of  plans  for 
competitive  houses  against  Jefferson  and 
for  new  theatres  in  other  populous  spots. 

In  a statement  to  Boxoffice,  Clemmons, 
who  had  been  with  Jefferson  since  it  was 
organized,  said  the  board  of  directors  had 
asked  for  his  resignation,  which  he  turn- 
ed in  about  October  1. 

Clemmons  said  he  has  been  in  show 
business  all  his  life  and  intends  to  stay  in 
it.  Materializing  that  intention,  Clem- 
mons announced  he  is  building  a new  the- 
atre in  Orange,  Tex.,  where  the  govern- 
ment will  spend  $105,000,000  on  building 
destroyers,  and  that  later  he  will  put  in  a 
Negro  show  there.  Clemmons  said  he  has 
several  other  spots  in  mind  about  which 
he  can  say  nothing  at  present. 

Clemmons  expects  to  open  a Dallas  office 
within  the  next  few  days. 


National  Theatre  Supply 
Reports  Equipment  Deals 

Dallas — National  Theatre  Supply  re- 
ports the  sale  of  complete  equipment,  in- 
cluding sound,  projectors,  screen,  chairs 
and  carpet  to  Tom  Clemmons  for  his  new 
theatre  at  Orange,  Tex. 

Screens,  too,  have  been  sold  to  the  Farr- 
Best  Theatre  at  Mansfield;  the  Palace  at 
Grapevine;  and  the  Majestic  at  Stephen- 
ville,  all  Texas  centers. 


Partners  Install  Sound 

Seeking,  Fla. — L.  A.  Stein  and  Carl 
Floyd  are  bringing  their  Circle  up  to  date 
with  new  RCA  sound. 


When  S.  G.  Fry  Entertained  the  Trade — 

The  above  scene  resulted.  Seated  on  the  ground,  left  to  right,  are:  Mrs.  S.  G. 
Fry,  S.  G.  Fry  III,  S.  G.  Fry  Sr.  Seated  in  chairs,  same  order:  Mrs.  Jack 
Zern,  the  Misses  Katherine  Summerville,  Virginia  McClain,  Marion  Glasco, 
Adeline  Koch,  Rosa  Browning,  Blanche  Weil,  Olga  Damron,  Velma  Smith, 
Mrs.  Fred  Hansen,  Mrs.  F.  W.  Allen,  Mrs.  Jim  Ryan,  Mrs.  J.  I.  Roberts  and 
Mrs.  S.  G.  Fry  jr.  Standing,  likewise  left  to  right:  Fred  Hansen,  Victor 
Fry,  V.  W.  Crisp,  Mrs.  V.  W . Crisp,  S.  G.  Fry  jr.,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Francis,  Douglas 
Desch,  W.  C.  Francis,  P.  E.  Wilson,  F.  W.  Allen,  Jack  Zern,  Jim  Ryan,  Mrs. 
Emma  Fleigel,  Mrs.  Margaret  Lloyd.  Mrs.  P.  E.  Wilson,  C.  J.  Wheeler  and 
Jack  Walton.  Not  in  the  picture  was  Robert  Fry,  2l-year-old  son  of  the  hosts 
and  former  Georgia  Tech  student,  who  soon  will  start  training  as  a U.  S. 
air  pilot. 
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Wanger  Emphasizes 
Need  for  Realism 


— Photo  by  Landau-Meister 

At  the  Dallas  Dinner  for  Wanger — 

Walter  Wanger  spoke  to  270  diners  where  he  was  guest  of  honor  at  a meeting 
of  the  Dallas  Variety  Club.  Left  to  right  above  are  R.  J.  O’Domiell,  general 
manager  of  Interstate  circuit;  Wanger,  and  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  distribution  for  Warner  Bros. 


Penny  Scales  lo  Get 
Funds  for  Charity 


Oklahoma  City — C.  B.  “Brownie” 
Akers,  assistant  general  manager  of  the 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  arrangements  committee  of 
the  Oklahoma  City  Variety  Club,  has  sent 
notices  to  all  Griffith  managers  and  part- 
ners in  Oklahoma  and  Texas  informing 
them  that  Tent  22  will  place  penny  scales 
in  all  Griffith  houses,  the  proceeds  from 
which  will  go  to  the  club’s  charity  fund. 

Arrangements  have  been  made,  Akers 
said,  with  Clarence  Poos,  head  of  the 
Confection  Cabinet  Co.,  whereby  the 
scales  will  be  furnished  by  Poos  who  will 
share  in  the  receipts  on  a 50-50  basis. 

Other  Variety  exhibitor-members  over 
the  state  also  will  be  asked  to  cooperate 
in  the  plan,  Akers  said. 

Ralph  Talbot,  who  operates  several  first 
runs  in  Tulsa  and  who  has  never  permit- 
ted any  concessions  in  his  houses,  has 
agreed  to  place  the  scales. 

Placards  will  be  printed  and  placed  on 
the  machines  informing  patrons  that  prof- 
its from  the  scales  will  go  for  the  charity 
work  done  by  the  Oklahoma  City  Variety 
Club.  Credit  for  the  idea  goes  to  Akers. 


North  Carolina  Theatres 
Moves  Charlotte  Off/ce 

Charlotte — North  Carolina  Theatres, 
Inc.,  has  moved  from  the  Liberty  Life 
Bldg,  to  120  East  Third  St.  Southern 
Attractions,  Inc.,  a subsidiary,  also  will 
move  to  the  same  address. 


Films  for  Students 

Charlotte — The  visual  aids  committee 
of  Central  High  will  present  major  pic- 
tures to  the  student  body  monthly.  The 
first  will  be  “Boys  Town.”  The  commit- 
tee also  will  present  comedies  and  short 
films  once  weekly. 


OKIILA.  ClinrY 

fJTHELYN  GREENE,  State  cashier,  left 
last  week  for  Chicago  where  she  will 
marry  Fred  Shadid,  an  interne.  Madeline 
Lee  succeeds  her  . . . Madeline  White, 
secretary  to  W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram 
president,  stopped  in  town  and  visited  the 
local  exchange  before  continuing  on  to 
the  west  coast  where  Monogram  is  mov- 
ing its  home  office  ...  A 2,200-seat  the- 
atre is  reported  near  completion  for  the 
45th  division  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla.  . . . J.  C. 
Hunter,  general  manager  of  Ralph  Talbot 
Theatres  in  Tulsa,  is  taking  up  bowling 
. . . Sartorial  notes:  Bob  Pfotenhauer, 
State  manager,  in  his  new  tan  suit  with 
green  stripes,  and  Morris  Loewenstein  in 
a light  blue  saddle-stitched  snap-brim  hat. 

W.  E.  Gregory  of  Altec  was  in  town  and 
had  dinner  with  Pete  Crown,  Pampa  and 
Borger,  Tex.,  exhibitor  . . . Harry  Graham, 
Universal  district  manager,  Atlanta;  F.  J. 
A.  McCarthy,  eastern  division  sales  man- 
ager, New  York  City,  and  Dutch  Oldsmith, 
Dallas  branch  manager,  were  recent  vis- 
itors at  the  local  exchange. 

Filmrow  Visitors:  Jack  Weiss,  State, 
Harrah;  John  Thomas,  Thomas,  King- 
fisher: Frank  Deaton,  Pix,  Atoka;  Craw- 
ford Spearman,  Gem  and  Broncho,  Ed- 
mond; Watt  Long,  LaVista,  Hollis;  Louis 
Barton,  Ritz  and  Cozy,  Stroud,  and  Pryor, 
Pryor;  Waite  Kerr,  Platte,  Sulphur; 
Homer  Jones,  Rialto,  Alva;  Marvin  Lowe, 
Chief,  Eufala;  Dick  Fryer,  State,  Vinita; 
Roy  Shields,  Royal,  Enid;  Jack  Smith, 
Odeon,  Shawnee. 

Also  Leonard  White,  Bungalow,  Weath- 
erford; V.  A.  “Spec”  Wilkinson,  Ritz,  Co- 
manche; John  E.  Lawson,  Rio,  Grand- 
field;  T.  C.  Stanley,  Stanley,  Hastings; 
Frank  Miller,  Alamo,  Marlow;  C.  S.  Rose, 
Rex,  Maysville;  Levi  Metcalf,  Ritz,  Pur- 
cell, Dudley  Tucker  sr..  Sun  theatres  at 
Purcell  and  Pauls  Valley;  Chet  Hum- 
phreys, Ritz,  Britton;  Jim  Guest,  Ritz, 
Duncan;  Virby  Conley,  Ellis,  Perryton, 
Tex.;  Glenn  Dalton,  Rex,  Yale;  J.  D.  Lan- 
caster, Majestic,  Allen;  George  Herber, 
Opera  House,  Apache;  H.  D.  Cox,  Binger, 
Binger,  and  Roy  Clark  jr.,  Pix,  Byars. 

Morris  Loewenstein,  owner  and  operator 


Dallas — Walter  Wanger  last  Thursday 
addressed  members  of  Variety  and  guests 
at  a special  luncheon  in  his  honor  at  the 
Grand  Ball  Room  of  the  Adolphus  Hotel. 

He  was  winding  up  a tour  of  the  coun- 
try he  has  been  making  in  an  effort  to 
gain  first-hand  data  on  the  types  of  pic- 
tures demanded  by  theatregoers  and  to 
learn,  if  possible,  why  32,000,000  potential 
customers  are  not  attending  the  theatre. 

The  independent  producer,  in  his  talk, 
cast  his  lot  with  the  realists,  saying  public 
acceptance  is  a fact  for  film  product  based 
on  realities  or  truth.  He  pointed  out  the 
war  has  taken  away  40  per  cent  of  Holly- 
wood’s market,  and  that  Hollywood  cannot 
wisely  meet  the  cut  by  a 40  per  cent  slash 
in  production  budgets.  The  demand  for 
quality  pictures  is  greater  today  than  ever 
before,  he  maintained,  and  larger  Amer- 
ican patronage,  longer  runs  and  improved 
merchandising  must  be  effected  to  offset 
the  losses  caused  by  war. 

A Point  on  Radio 

Wanger  said  that  like  radio,  which  main- 
tains several  major  programs  without  spon- 
sors designed  to  sound  out  public  ta-ste, 
film  producers  must  engage  in  the  “im- 
usual  conceptions”  of  film  entertainment 
in  order  to  win  back  those  32,000,000  miss- 
ing patrons. 

Movies  were  formerly  “factory-made 
goods,”  he  said.  “Now,  with  the  advent  of 
sound,  pictures  have  developed  into  an 
art.  Inspiration,  genius  and  talent  must 
be  called  on  to  act  together  in  the  crea- 
tion of  a picture.  We  are  not  in  the  movie 
business  any  longer,  but  in  show  business, 
and  the  problems  confronting  us  are  those 
of  the  legitimate  theatre,”  Wanger  pointed 
out. 

Too  much  light,  frivolous  drama  built  on 
the  “escape”  phychology  was  warned 
against  by  Wanger,  who  emphasized  that 
the  screen  must  mirror  the  truth  to  keep 
pace  with  the  times. 

At  the  banquet  were  civic  and  business 
leaders  including  Nathan  Adams,  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank;  Capt.  J.  F. 
Lucey,  independent  oil  producer;  G.  B. 
Dealey,  publisher  of  the  Dallas  News,  and 
others. 

R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Interstate  vice-presi- 
dent, was  toastmaster,  and  he  saw  to  it 
that  Wanger  shook  hands  with  all  the 
bigwigs.  O’Donnell  also  introduced  the 
speaker. 

While  here,  Wanger  spent  some  time  vis- 
iting theatre  people,  the  United  Artists 
exchange  and  looking  at  the  State  Fair. 
From  here,  he  left  for  New  York. 


of  the  Majestic  here,  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee chairmen  who  hosted  some  1,200 
delegates,  October  6,  7 and  8,  at  the  Ki- 
wanis  district  convention  in  Oklahoma 
City  . . . Gordon  Derrick,  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  Circle,  has  been  transferred 
downtown  to  assistant  of  the  Warner  un- 
der Paul  Townsend. 

In  town  were;  Mrs.  Pearl  Dooley, 
Dooley,  Purcell;  Joe  Love,  Chief,  Semi- 
nole; Joe  Noble,  Pix,  Wewoka;  F.  L.  Nor- 
ton, Empress,  Shattuck;  W.  N.  and  W.  H. 
Williams,  Ray,  Tonkawa,  and  C.  E.  Lain, 
Liberty,  Tryon  . . . Howard  Wortham,  busi- 
ness agent  for  the  Oklahoma  City  pro- 
jectionists union  and  operator  at  the  Lib- 
erty here,  spent  several  days  in  Tulsa  re- 
cently, attending  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  State  Federation  of  Labor. 
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Arkansas  ITO  Meet 
November  17-18 


Little  Rock,  Ark. — At  a meeting  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  ITO  of  Arkansas 
here  recently,  it  was  decided  to  hold  the 
organization’s  annual  convention  in  Little 
Rock  Sunday  and  Monday,  November 
17-18. 

Directors  present  for  the  meeting  were: 
C.  C.  Mundo,  chairman.  Little  Rock;  O.  G. 
Wren,  Little  Rock;  J.  F.  Norman,  Eng- 
land; K.  K.  King,  Searcy:  W.  L.  Landers 
jr.,  Batesville,  and  H.  E.  Ruh,  Berryville. 

O.  G.  Wren,  Little  Rock,  is  president  of 
the  organization;  W.  E.  Malin,  Augusta, 
vice-president,  and  K.  K.  King,  Searcy, 
secretary. 


Ml  III  A MI  II 

piRST  definitely  promised  premiere  of 

the  season  is  the  initial  Miami-made 
feature  in  the  series  George  A.  Hirliman 
is  producing  at  the  new  Colonnade  Stu- 
dios in  Coral  Gables.  The  tentatively 
titled  “Adolescence”  in  which  Eleanor 
Hunt  and  Leon  Janney  are  featured,  is 
to  have  its  premiere  at  A1  Weiss’  big  Flag- 
ler Street  house,  the  Olympia. 

The  overling  of  the  week  was  the  gala 
lighting  up  of  the  front  of  that  deluxe 
boulevard  spot,  the  Mayfair,  managed  by 
Earl  Potter. 

Summer  is  over  in  Miami — when  Para- 
mount Enterprises’  office  discontinues  its 
five-day  week  schedule;  when  the  Lin- 
coln schedule  is  shifted  so  that  the  last 
evening  performance  can  begin  at  10:30; 
when  the  Drive-In  starts  making  its  an- 
niversary celebration  plans;  and  when  Ira 
McKinney  begins  to  plan  his  attractions 
at  the  Grove  with  an  eye  to  the  many 
tourists  who  pass  his  Coconut  Grove  house 
on  their  way  south. 

First  October  wedding  among  local  thea- 
trefolk  was  that  of  Gordon  Spradley,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Capitol,  to  Char- 
lotte Starbuck.  They  were  married  on  the 
first  of  the  month,  the  first  day  of  Gor- 
don’s vacation.  At  present,  they’re  hon- 
eymooning in  South  Carolina.  The  groom 
has  been  an  associate  in  the  Wometco  or- 
ganization for  the  past  nine  years. 

While  we’re  on  the  subject  of  vital  sta- 
tistics, we  don’t  want  to  overlook  con- 
gratulating Larry  Johnson,  Wometo  comp- 
troller. An  eight-pound  son,  David  Allan, 
is  his  newest  and  best  reason  for  beaming. 

While  the  neighborhood  patrons  of  the 
Edison  are  still  unreconciled  to  having 
Bank  Flight  taken  away  from  them — even 
by  a Supreme  Court  decision,  they  find 
partial  consolation  in  the  substantial  dou- 
ble feature  bills  they’re  getting  at  this 
semi-open  air  spot. 

Hal  Kopplin  celebrated  his  “offspring,” 
as  he  fondly  refers  in  retrospect  to  the 
appendix  he  abandoned  this  summer  at 
Jackson  Memorial  hospital,  by  a sojourn 
at  Atlantic  City  and  several  days  wan- 
dering around  Flushing  Meadows.  Gerald 
Wilber  did  a bang  up  performance  of 
batting  for  Hal. 

Cash  prizes,  one  of  $10,  another  of  $5 
and  enough  $1  awards  to  run  the  total  up 
to  $30  is  to  be  paid  Wometco  managers 
and  assistants  who  advance  the  best  ideas 
on  selling  "Brigham  Young -Frontiersman.” 
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By  AL  HENDERSON 


^HE  GEM  at  Prescott,  Ark.,  has  just  had 
installed  a new  projector  and  screen 
and  its  front  and  lobby  have  been  redeco- 
rated. 


C.  A.  Smith,  formerly  manager  at  the 
Rialto  at  Morrillton,  Ark.,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Malco’s  Memphian  at  Memphis, 
replacing  Buster  Clark  who  has  been 
called  into  service  as  an  officer  in  the 
quartermasters  corps. 


J.  O.  Biddle,  owner  and  operator  of  the 
Pay  at  Jasper,  Fla.,  has  installed  a new 
marquee  and  will  add  a new  neon  sign 
immediately. 


Carl  Dozier  of  the  Gem  at  Charleston, 
Ark.,  has  redecorated  the  lobby  and  the 
front  of  his  house. 


Milton  Guidry  has  opened  his  new  house 
at  Erath,  La.,  which  he  has  named  the 
Bijou.  He  had  a barbecue  dinner  in  con- 
nection with  the  opening  to  which  he  in- 
vited many  film  people. 


Bill  Jenkins,  who  operates  at  DeRidder, 
La.,  has  purchased  the  Plaza  at  Newton, 
Tex. 


Jack  O’Quinn  who  manages  the  Dudley 
at  Kaplan,  La.,  is  doing  the  booking  there 
for  Joy  Houck. 


L.  D.  Guidry  of  Elizabeth,  La.,  has  re- 
sumed management  of  his  theatre  at  Iota, 
La.,  which  has  been  operated  by  Henry 
Kilmer. 


Crawford  Pringle  of  the  Pringle  at 
Glenmora,  La.,  was  seen  polishing  a new 
shotgun  with  a wistful  look  in  his  eye. 


Sonny  Wilson,  who  manages  the  Tower 
at  Sardis,  Miss.,  celebrated  his  birthday 
with  a party. 


Harold  Letcher,  who  has  been  engaged 


in  the  mercantile  business  in  Gretna,  La., 
has  purchased  the  Roxy  from  G.  A. 
Schmidt  of  Pass  Christian,  Miss.  Max 
Conant  has  been  operating  the  house  for 
the  past  several  years. 


Our  good  friend  Bill  Headstream,  who 
manages  the  Melba  at  Batesville,  Ark., 
showed  me  the  new  Melba  which  is  now 
under  construction  and  will  seat  150  in 
the  balcony  and  575  on  the  main  floor.  He 
expects  to  open  around  Thanksgiving. 


J.  T.  Kizer,  who  is  the  projectionist  at 
the  Gloria  at  Senatobia,  Miss.,  spent  his 
vacation  at  Bayou  LaBatre,  Ala.,  doing 
some  deep-sea  fishing,  but  said  the  water 
was  so  rough  he  had  little  luck. 


Talked  with  W.  H.  Gangway,  who  looks 
after  the  Tyro  at  Tyronza,  Ark.,  for  J.  E. 
Singleton.  He  tells  me  they  have  re- 
modeled the  front  and  will  remodel  and 
redecorate  the  interior  of  the  house.  Sin- 
gleton was  at  home  somewhat  ill  when  I 
called. 

r<  ■ 
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^^ORK  has  begun  on  the  construction 
of  a new  Melba  at  Batesville.  It  will 
be  a member  of  the  Commonwealth  cir- 
cuit of  Kansas  City  . . . The  Star,  Star 
City,  which  burned  last  January,  has  open- 
ed under  the  management  of  Carl  Chris- 
tian of  Des  Arc. 

Members  of  the  Seminole  football  team, 
all  faculty  members  of  the  city  schools, 
and  pastors  of  the  city  were  guests  of 
Miss  Emma  Cox  at  the  Gem,  Osceola,  for 
a special  preview  of  "Knute  Rockne — All 
American.” 


The  ''NAKED  EYE” 

can  see  the  difference! 

Let  your  NATIONAL  man  tell 
you  about  "THE  NAKED  EYE" 


SIMPLEX  PROJECTORS  and  4-Star  Sound 
— Walker  PLASTIC  Screens — Simplex  and 
Magnorc  Lamps — B.  & L.  F2.0  Lenses. 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

Dallas,  Atlanta,  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Charlotte  and  Oklahoma  City 
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^ALTER  PARHAM  of  the  Holly  at  Holly 

’ Springs,  Miss.,  is  back  on  the  job  after 
seeing  the  first  two  games  of  the  World 
Series  in  Cincinnati  . . . J.  T.  Lester  will 
open  the  new  Georgia  in  Memphis  October 
18  ...  I.  M.  Cohen  of  Monarch  Theatre 
Supply  advises  the  company  will  be  in 
its  larger  quarters  at  492  S.  Second  St.  by 
October  15.  The  building,  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  RKO,  has  been  completely  re- 
decorated and  remodeled  . . . Rebecca 
Scott,  contract  clerk  at  Metro,  is  off  on 
a belated  vacation  to  Dallas. 

Exhibitors  on  the  Row:  Mrs.  J.  C.  Noble, 
Temple,  Leland,  Miss.  Joe  Jones,  Ritz, 
Aberdeen,  Miss.;  C.  W.  Tipton,  New,  Manila, 
Ark.;  Don  Landers,  Radio,  Harrisburg, 
Ark.;  C.  N.  Jenkins,  New,  McCrory,  Ark.; 
W.  E.  Ringger,  New,  Leachville,  Ark.; 
J.  R.  Adams,  Bruce,  Bruce,  Miss.;  John 
Shannon.  Shannon,  Portageville,  Mo.;  L. 
F.  Haven,  Imperial,  Forrest  City,  Ark.; 
Norman  Fair,  Fair,  Somerville,  Tenn.;  John 
Crabtree  jr.,  Merlu,  Clarendon,  Ark.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jess  Norman,  Best,  England, 
Ark.;  W . H.  Kaver,  Von,  Booneville,  Miss.; 
Gordon  Lee  Hutchins,  State,  Corning,  Ark.; 
R.  B.  Gooch,  Ritz,  Selmer,  Tenn.;  W.  O. 
Taylor,  Uptown,  Dresden,  Tenn.;  W.  F. 
Ruffin,  Ruffin  Amusement  Co.,  Coving- 
ton, Tenn. 

J.  A.  Petty  of  the  Wayne  at  Waynesboro, 
Tenn.,  paid  Pilmrow  one  of  his  rare  visits 
and  while  here  purchased  new  sound  and 
projection  equipment  for  his  house  . . . 
Bob  Bostick,  branch  manager  for  NTS, 
has  added  Miss  Irby  Ruth  Meadows  to  the 
office  personnel  . . . A.  C.  Bromberg,  presi- 
dent of  Republic  Pictures  of  the  South- 
east, paid  his  Memphis  office  a visit. 
While  here,  he  worked  with  Winfield  Snel- 
son,  branch  manager,  in  closing  circuit 
deals. 

Carl  Christian,  who  operates  the  New  at 
Des  Arc,  Ark.,  has  opened  the  Star  in 
Star  City,  Ark.,  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire  last  winter  . . . Joe  Applebaum  has 
installed  new  projection  and  sound  equip- 
ment in  his  Roosevelt  at  Hollandale.  Miss. 
. . . G.  W.  Haynes,  president  of  Strand 


Enterprises,  Inc.,  who  has  been  ill  for  the 
past  several  months,  is  improving. 

Parham  & Kinkle  have  opened  the  Join- 
er in  Joiner,  Ark.  . . . Jimmy  Augustine 
is  installing  new  chairs  in  his  Normal 
here  . . . Charles  Morel  has  taken  over 
operation  of  the  Star  at  El  Dorado,  Ark., 
from  Mrs.  L.  W.  Mercer  . . . Frank  Neal, 
Paramount’s  office  manager,  entertained 
the  Paramount  Club  with  a party  at  his 
home.  Skipper  Bill  Bugie  and  the  entire 
Paramount  office  personnel  was  there. 
Special  guest  for  the  evening  was  Jack 
Dailey,  Paramount  publicist,  who  was  visit- 
ing here. 

F.  Frank  Willingham,  branch  manager 
for  Metro,  and  Bill  Osborne,  Monogram 
branch  manager,  were  “Kings  for  the  Day" 
at  the  monthly  luncheon  of  Variety  Club 
on  Monday  which  was  Ladies’  Day.  One 
of  the  largest  crowds  ever  to  attend  a 
Variety  luncheon  was  on  hand.  The  pro- 
gram was  arranged  by  Tom  Kirk,  office 
manager.  Osborne  acted  as  master  of 
ceremonies  . . . The  local  Notre  Dame  Club 
held  a Knute  Rockne  banquet  at  the  Va- 
riety Club  October  4,  the  night  of  the 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American”  premiere 
in  South  Bend,  Ind.  Among  the  guests 
were  Ed  Williamson,  WB  office  mana- 
ger; Al  Moore,  salesman,  and  Harry  Mar- 
tin and  Walter  Stewart  of  the  Commer- 
cial Appeal. 


Rob  on  Anniversary  Week 

Jacksonville,  Fla. — M.  C.  Moore,  man- 
ager of  the  Riverside,  reported  the  theatre 
safe  was  robbed  of  $500.  The  robbery  oc- 
curred during  the  theatre’s  tenth  anni- 
versary week. 


Lundy  Builds  in  Barnwell 
Barnwell,  S.  C. — G.  Frank  Lundy,  oper- 
ator of  the  Ritz,  is  building  a new  250 
seat  theatre  here. 


Fire  at  Estill,  S.  C. 

Estill,  S.  C. — Patrons  emerged  safely 
when  fire  broke  out  at  the  theatre  here 
recently. 


!§  A MT  O M IE 

^ISITORS:  Hal  Norfleet,  Dallas;  Lily 
Pons,  the  singer;  Dorothy  Pape,  Chi- 
cago, and  Alfred  N.  Sack,  Sack  Amusement 
Enterprises,  Dallas  . . . W.  B.  “Slim”  Tra- 
vis and  wife  (he’s  the  State  engineer)  off 
on  that  vacation  to  New  Mexico.  They  will 
also  visit  Dallas  and  Vernon,  Tex.,  where 
they  will  call  upon  their  friend,  Jimmie 
Allard  . . . Barney  Lane  is  the  newly  ap- 
pointed chief  of  service  at  the  Texas  with 
Robert  “Bob”  May  as  his  assistant  chief 
of  staff  . . . Homer  LeTempt,  Aztec  man- 
ager, back  from  vacation  in  Harrisburg,  HI. 

. . . George  Darnell,  Majestic  doorman, 
signing  up  with  the  National  Guard. 

Beulah  Greene,  State  cashier,  has  re- 
turned to  duty  after  being  out  ill  ..  . Jack 
Ford  is  the  new  doorman  at  the  Empire 
...  Jay  Ralston,  the  actor,  planning  that 
New  York  trip  this  month  . . . Stephen  R. 
Wilhelm,  the  producer,  has  returned  from 
a business  trip  to  the  middle  east. 

An  informal  artists  gathering  was  held 
at  the  Joe  Heylman’s  home  last  week. 
Mitzi  (Thomas)  Norton  was  soloist;  Lil- 
lith  Lorraine  (Cleveland  Wright)  of  the 
poetry  shrine,  read  some  of  her  original 
poems;  Madam  Marie  Isaacson  gave  char- 
acter analyses,  and  among  others  of  the 
35  guests  were  “Serita,”  interpretive 
dancer;  Jerry  McRea,  Mrs.  Douglas  Lar- 
gen,  Olga  Sanders,  and  your  truly. 

It  looked  like  home-coming  week  at  the 
Azteca  Film  office  last  week  with  so  many 
exhibitors  calling  on  Manager  J.  J.  Jime- 
nez to  book  product  for  their  Texas  thea- 
tres. Among  those  reported  were  L.  J. 
Izaguirre,  Mission,  Concordia;  Tomas  Gar- 
cia, assistant  skipper,  Laredo  Theatres, 
Inc.,  Laredo;  “Stout”  Jackson,  tent  road- 
showman;  “Rip”  Condron,  Rialto,  La 
Feria,  and  J.  J.  Luna  and  E.  Zapata,  tent 
show  owners,  Sinton,  Tex. 

It  is  reported  RKO  will  shoot  part  of 
Orson  Welles’  “Citizen  Kane”  in  and 
around  the  Alamo  City  . . . “Foreign  Cor- 
respondent” was  to  be  given  a special 
showing  at  the  Majestic  Wednesday  morn- 
ing for  Mayor  Maverick  and  200  invited 
guests.  The  private  exhibition  was  being 
arranged  through  Walter  Wanger,  pro- 
ducer of  the  film  and  a friend  of  the 
mayor. 

5.000  Greet  Autry  and 
"Champ"  at  Airport 

Oklahoma  City — A crowd  estimated  at 

5.000  was  at  the  Municipal  Air  Terminal 
to  meet  Gene  Autry,  Republic’s  western 
star,  and  his  horse,  “Champ,”  last  Mon- 
day. Autry,  who  flew  to  New  York  from 
Hollywood  in  a special  ship  to  accommo- 
date “Champ,”  was  to  stop  here  from 
11:58  a.  m.  to  12:30  p.  m.,  but  the  plane 
arrived  an  hour  late. 

Autry  was  met  by  a delegation  headed 
by  W.  A.  Quinn,  city  manager,  who  pre- 
sented him  with  a gold  “distinguished  visi- 
tor’s” card.  The  Flatfoot  Four,  nationally 
famous  police  quartet,  sang  one  song  es- 
pecially for  Autry  and  the  Oklahoma 
City  Rangers  made  the  cowboy  star  an 
honorary  member  of  their  organization. 

Morris  Loewenstein,  operator  of  the 
Majestic  here  and  co-holder  of  the  local 
Republic  franchise,  was  master  of  cere- 
monies, keeping  the  crowd  informed  of 
what  was  going  on. 


Robert  Lord  Assignment 

Hollywood — Robert  Lord  will  produce 
Warner’s  “Four  Cheers  for  Mother.”  Rob- 
ert Presnell  and  Harry  Clork  are  collab- 
orating on  the  script. 


Before  Buying  . . . 

BE  SURE  TO  SEE  OUR 

NEW  FULL  UPHOLSTERED  CHAIRS 

At  a Real  Price 

We  now  are  carrying  seat  covers  in 
cut  lengths  at  our  Dallas  sales  office. 

AMERICAN  DESK  MFC.  CO. 

Factory — Temple,  Texas 

Sales  Offices:  Dallas,  Kansas  City,  New  Orleans,  Memphis. 

Distribution  in  Kansas  Through  Stebbins  Theatre  Supply,  Kansas  City. 
Distribution  in  Oklahoma  Through  Howell  Theatre  Supply,  Atlanta. 
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THREE  showmen  from  the  west  came  to 

town  Wednesday  in  one  car  to  call  at 
all  necessary  spots  on  Pilmrow.  Walter 
Knoche,  Palace  at  Fredericksburg;  L.  J. 
Dean,  Dixie  at  Camp  Wood,  and  G.  F. 
Lee,  O&S  Theatre,  Rock  Springs,  were  the 
triumvirate. 

R.  P.  Condron  was  here  from  the  Valley 
to  buy  equipment  for  a new  Mexican  the- 
atre at  LaFeria  which  he  plans  to  open 
soon. 

A baby  girl,  71/2  pounds,  was  born  at 
St.  Paul’s  Hospital  to  the  F.  J.  Brewers. 
Brewer  said  he  soon  may  start  staying 
up  all  night  just  to  get  in  training  for 
walking  the  youngster.  He  is  projection- 
ist at  the  Varsity. 

Mart  Cole  of  Rosenberg,  who  operates 
his  south  Texas  circuit  from  that  point, 
and  his  partner,  Rudy  Garbade  of  the  the- 
atres at  Yoakum,  were  in  town  over  the 
weekend  spending  most  of  their  time  on 
the  Row. 

Tommy  White,  the  Burnet  exhibitor,  was 
here  to  book  ahead  for  his  theatres  in 
that  area.  Friends  said  that  White  has 
a fine  cabin,  or  rather  a house,  on  Inks 
Lake,  where  some  of  them  have  enjoyed 
stays. 

Harold  Robb  is  a grandpa.  A girl  was 
born  to  his  daughter  at  Pasadena,  Cal., 
occasioning  a two-week  visit  to  the  coast 
for  Robb. 

Bob  Horner,  who  has  been  making  pic- 
tures for  the  independent  market  for  many 
years,  passed  through  here  on  his  way  to 
Oklahoma,  saying  he  will  open  several 
theatres  there  and  in  Texas  . . . E.  J.  Mil- 
ler. representative  for  the  lATSE,  who 
lives  in  Houston,  was  here  to  straighten 
out  a few  differences  in  booths  at  the 
State  Fair,  with  all  concerned  being  sat- 
isfied. Projectionists  are  getting  in  extra 
time  at  the  Fair  which  is  running  quite 
a few  commercial  films. 

H.  K.  Buckner  says  he  plans  to  open 
his  new  Grapevine  theatre  about  Novem- 
ber lb  ...  B.  F.  Fordtran  of  the  Alamo 
at  Bellville  was  here  on  a booking  trip 
midweek. 


Starling  Builds 

Dallas — Ray  V.  Starling,  operator  of 
the  Grove  here,  is  building  a new  house 
in  the  suburbs.  RCA  has  the  sound  equip- 
ment contract  for  the  new  house. 


A Role  for  Coburn 

Hollywood — Charles  Coburn  has  been 
signed  by  Paramount  for  a topline  in 
“Lady  Eve,”  which  Preston  Sturges  will 
direct  for  Producer  Paul  Jones.  Barbara 
Stanwyck  has  the  feminine  lead. 


Bob  Wills  Is  Featured  in 
New  Monogram  Release 

Dallas — A special  effort  is  being  made 
by  the  local  Monogram  exchange  to  ar- 
range a great  number  of  simultaneous 
openings  for  “Oklahoma  Bound,”  the  new 
season’s  first  Tex  Ritter. 

Prompting  the  special  effort  is  the  fact 
the  film  features  Bob  Wills  and  his  Texas 
Playboys,  who  have  been  broadcasting 
from  Tulsa  the  past  seven  years. 

Wills  has  been  the  recipient  of  numer- 
ous newspaper  articles  and  is  a popular 
character  throughout  Texas  and  Okla- 
homa. 

His  chance  with  Monogram  came  at  the 
instigation  of  Lonny  Legg  of  the  Superba 
Theatre  at  Denison,  Texas,  who  suggested 
he  be  signed. 

Ray  Felker,  champion  roper,  is  another 
Texan  whom  Monogram  is  spotting  in  its 
westerns.  Felker,  who  succeeded  in  being 
signed  up  during  the  Variety  Club  con- 
vention here  last  April,  makes  his  first 
screen  appearance  in  “Trailing  Double 
Trouble.” 

He  is  currently  making  a personal  ap- 
pearance for  Harry  Hargraves,  manager 
of  the  Robb  & Rowley  houses  in  Sherman. 
He  is  a native  of  Haskell,  Texas. 

Atlanta  Barkers  Will  Pick 
Charity  Project  in  Nov. 

Atlanta — Six  charity  projects  were  pre- 
sented at  the  current  monthly  meeting  be- 
fore the  members  of  the  local  Variety  Club 
for  choice  at  next  month’s  meeting. 

The  election  of  officers  also  will  take 
place  at  the  November  4 meeting. 

A committee  composed  of  John  Ezell  jr., 
Lionel  H.  Keene  and  E.  E.  Whitaker  sug- 
gested chartering  several  buses  for  mem- 
bers and  their  families  to  attend  the  Tech- 
Georgia  game  in  Athens,  November  30,  in 
a body. 

One  of  the  first  barkers  who  has  been 
called  to  the  colors  is  Fred  Storey,  who  is 
in  the  Naval  Reserve  battalion.  Another 
member  and  reserve  officer  who  is  expect- 
ing a call  is  Moon  Corker,  city  manager 
for  L&J  in  Athens,  Ga. 


]y[ISS  MAXINE  GUNNELS,  who  under- 
went an  appendectomy  last  week,  is 
reported  doing  well  and  is  expected  to  be 
back  on  the  job  soon.  She  is  candy  girl 
at  the  Metropolitan  Theatre. 

Woodrow  Wattner,  assistant  treasurer  at 
the  Majestic,  was  married  October  2 ..  . 
The  Interstate  Circuit  Club  has  announced 
that  there  is  to  be  a big  ice  skating  party 
this  coming  Monday  night. 

Lieut.  J.  B.  McDonald,  manager  of  the 
Tower  Theatre,  is  seen  at  Lamar  Senior 
High  School  giving  instructions  to  the 
ROTC.  McDonald  is  a reserve  officer. 

A special  front  was  constructed  at  the 
Metropolitan  for  “The  Ramparts  We 
Watch.”  It  consisted  of  hundreds  of  stills 
cut  in  clipping  form  and  stuck  to  the 
marquee  and  “A”  boards  placed  on  the 
sidewalk.  It  attracted  much  interest  and 
many  patrons  commented  on  it  and  the 
picture,  too. 

A special  screening  of  “Knute  Rockne — 
All  American”  was  held  for  Jess  Neely, 
coach  at  Rice  Institute,  and  his  staff,  and 
coaches  of  the  seven  Houston  high  schools. 
All  of  them  reported  that  it  was  a won- 
derful picture  and  a great  tribute  to 
Rockne.  The  midnight  preview  at  the 
Majestic  enjoyed  a full  house  on  the 
picture. 

Loew’s  State  has  held  over  the  last  four 
pictures  for  extra  weeks  of  showing.  They 
were  “I  Love  You  Again,”  one  extra  week; 
“Captain  Caution,”  one  extra  week;  “Boom 
Town,”  two  extra  weeks,  and  “The  West- 
erner,” one  extra  week. 

Lyle  Currie,  usher  at  the  Majestic,  is 
spending  a week  in  San  Angelo,  with  his 
parents  . . . The  New  Alabama  commun- 
ity center,  which  is  being  built  on  both 
sides  of  the  Alabama  Theatre,  is  nearing 
completion. 

Tommy  Howell,  manager  of  the  new 
Alameda,  reports  good  business.  Howell, 
formerly  of  San  Antonio,  was  recently 
married. 


NEW  SOUND 


AT  LOW  COST 


1.  Complete  Unit  Matched 
Sound  System. 

2.  Superb  Quality  reproduc- 
tion of  all  wide  range  re- 
cordings. 

3.  Smooth  and  trouble-proof 
operation. 

4.  High  Power  output  for  any 
size  theatre. 

Trade  in  Your  Old  Sound,  and  Save  Money 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always” 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS,  TEXAS 
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^LL  managers  of  the  Wilby-Kincey  cir- 
cuit were  in  town  for  a business  meet- 
ing this  week  . . . Mike  Alterman,  booker 
for  Wilby-Kincey,  is  in  Montgomery,  Ala., 
for  several  days  . . . O.  A.  Gross,  well 
known  in  film  circles,  has  been  added  to 
the  staff  of  Mion  & Murray’s  new  East 
Point  . . . John  Lucas,  son  of  Arthur,  has 
gone  into  the  candy  machine  business  . . . 
George  H.  Berry,  18-year-old  son  of  Sam 
Berry,  Southland  Theatre  Equipment  Co., 
won  the  West  End  Golf  Club  champion- 
ship last  week. 

Visitors:  Clyde  Sisson,  Roxy,  Tallassee, 
Ala.;  J.  S.  Tankersley  jr.,  Ellijay,  Elli- 
jay,  Ga.;  Ira  Loew,  Miami  Drive-In,  Mi- 
ami, Fla.;  Mack  Jackson,  Strand,  Alex- 
ander City,  Ala.;  Spurgeoii  Dunn,  Gihson, 
Chattahoochee,  Fla.;  J.  Jarrell,  Roxy, 
Cornmerce,  Ga.;  Hammond  Green  and  Col. 
Thomas  E.  Orr,  Carol,  Albertville,  Ala.; 
Mose  Lebowitz,  Grand,  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.;  G.  C.  Partee,  Allen,  Buford,  Ga.; 
Art  Barry,  Macon,  Ga.;  J.  T.  Douglas,  Al- 
lendale, Allendale,  S.  C.;  William  Griffin, 
Strand,  Cullman,  Ala.;  Mrs.  M.  M.  Os- 
man, Strand,  Covington,  Ga.;  Mr.  Lowe, 
Colonial,  Buford,  Ga.;  Mrs.  Cowan  Old- 
ham, booker,  Cumberland  Amusement  Co., 
McMmnville,  Tenn.;  L.  T.  Sheffield,  Joyce, 
Heaaiand,  Ala.;  A.  C.  Saunders,  Rose- 
mont,  Hartford,  Ala.;  and  O.  C.  Lam,  Lam 
Amusement  Co.,  Rome,  Ga. 

The  office  force  of  the  Poster  Exchange 
entertained  Sara  Pelegrin  at  a surprise 
birthday  party  . . . Kenneth  Laird,  booker 
at  RKO,  has  resigned  to  accept  a job 
with  Paramount  Enterprises  in  Miami, 
Fla.  Dick  Johnson,  well  known  to  Atlanta 
Filmrowers  who  is  now  associated  with 


Price  Is  No  Substitute 
For  Quality 

FOR 

MORE  PROFIT 

AND  MORE 

SATISFIED  PATRONS 

USE  ONLY 

SUPERB 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  CORN 

“The  Corn  That  Melts  in  Your 
Mouth" 

AND 

FLAV-O-NUT 

SEASONING 

RUBE  MELCHER 

POPPERS  SUPPLY  CO. 

GR.  0G72  1718  Wyandotte  St. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


United  Artists  in  Charlotte,  will  take  over 
. . . Sen.  Alpha  Fowler  of  the  Alpha, 
Douglas ville,  Fla.,  was  on  the  Row  this 
week  for  the  first  time  in  several  months 
. . . Howard  Schuessler,  booker  for  Lam 
Amusement  Co.,  Rome,  Ga.,  was  in  town 
on  his  weekly  visit  nursing  a bad  cold. 

P.  H.  Savin  is  back  at  his  desk  at 
Monogram  Southern  Exchange  after  spend- 
ing some  time  in  New  Orleans  . . . Janie 
Ledbetter,  accountant  at  Theatrical  Print- 
ing Co.,  spent  the  weekend  in  Lavoriia, 
Ga.  . . . Frances  Head,  secretary  to  H.  P. 
“Dusty”  Rhodes,  Georgia  Theatre  Service 
Corp.,  announces  her  marriage  to  George 
P.  Hynds  . . . demon  Barrett,  Poster 
Exchaiige,  spent  his  weekend  hunting  at 
Cartersville,  Ga. 

Jack  Elwell  is  the  new  manager  of  the 
Cameo  . . . J.  U.  McCormick,  Amity  Ex- 
change, is  on  a business  trip  to  Florida 
and  Alabama.  Mrs.  McCormick  is  recup- 
erating from  her  recent  illness  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  in  New  York  . . . 
Mack  Jennings  is  the  new  manager  of 
Martin’s  LaFayette  in  LaFayette,  Ala.  . . . 
Mrs.  Abe  Brown  of  K.  & B.  Soda  Co., 
“Filmrow’s  Meeting  Place,”  will  vacation 
in  New  York  for  the  next  ten  days. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  B.  Wilby  announce  the 
betrothal  of  their  daughter,  Alma  Eliza- 
beth, to  James  Thomas  Redd  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  The  marriage  will  take  place 
Tuesday,  November  12,  at  the  Wilby  home 
on  Tuxedo  Road  . . . Warner  News;  Han- 
nah Hardeman  and  Roy  Kaye  were  mar- 
ried September  21  . . . The  whole  town’s 
still  talking  about  the  plug  for  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American”  which  came  over 
the  loudspeaker  to  fall  on  the  ears  of 
20,000  football  enthusiasts  at  the  Georgia 
Tech-Howard  game  Saturday.  Following 
closely  on  the  heels  of  the  world  premiere 
showing  of  “Rockne”  in  South  Bend,  Ind., 
Atlanta  held  a gala  dinner  and  preview 
of  the  picture  at  the  Atlanta  Athletic 
Club,  guesting  coaches,  civic  and  school 
officials,  ex-Notre  Dame  football  stars  and 
newspaper  people.  Ralph  McGill,  one-time 
sports  editor  and  now  executive  editor  of 
the  Atlanta  Constitution,  was  toastmaster. 


po’iry  BRANON  and  Miss  Christine 
Mooney  were  married  Saturday.  Branon 
is  connected  with  RKO  here  . . . The  din- 
ner at  the  Hotel  Charlotte  Tuesday  night 
for  Paul  Baron,  who  is  leaving  for  the 
Boston  Universal  office,  was  a happy  oc- 
casion. J.  A.  Prichard,  the  new  Universal 
manager  here,  was  guest  of  honor. 

Charlotte’s  Motion  Picture  Council  held 
its  regular  monthly  meeting  last  Tuesday. 
Officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 

Ann  Rutherford,  the  film  starlet,  was 
in  Greenville  to  make  a personal  appear- 
ance at  the  Cotton  Carnival. 

A.  C.  Bromberg  was  a local  visitor  . . . 
Construction  has  started  on  the  new  build- 
mg  for  M-G-M  at  the  corner  of  Third  and 
Church  Sts. 

The  Cy  Dillons  will  move  into  their  new 
home  soon  on  Romany  Road.  Cy  is  Re- 
public manager  here. 

Visitors  this  week:  H.  P.  Howell,  Smith- 
field;  Glen  Davis,  Ahoskie;  J.  B.  Edwards, 
Aberdeen,  and  H.  C.  Green,  Manning,  S.  C. 


Edw,  O'Toole,  Colonnade 
Pictures  Founder,  Dies 

Miami — The  sudden  death  of  Col.  Ed- 
ward O’Toole,  secretary-treasurer  of  Col- 
onnade Pictures  Corp.,  and  owner  of  the 
Colonnade  Bldg.,  marked  almost  to  the 
day  and  date  an  exact  six  months  after 
his  acquisition  of  the  handsome  Coral 
Gables  landmark  and  the  organization  of 
the  studios  bearing  the  same  name  as  the 
building. 

Colonel  O’Toole  was  stricken  with  a 
fatal  heart  attack  Wednesday,  October  3. 
After  local  funeral  services,  his  body  was 
sent  north  to  Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  for  burial. 
Having  made  a fortune  in  coal.  Colonel 
O’Toole  moved  to  Coral  Gables  from  Gary, 
W.  Va.,  four  years  ago.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  four  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
James  M.  O’Toole,  is  assistant  secretary- 
treasurer  of  Colonnade  Pictures  Corp.;  and 
four  daughters:  (one.  Miss  Ann  O’Toole 
is  president  of  the  corporation  owning  the 
Colonnade  Bldg.) 


'Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie' 
Premiere  October  24 

Atlanta  — The  world  premiere  of  “Who 
Killed  Aunt  Maggie?”  at  the  Rialto,  has 
been  set  back  to  October  24  from  October 
17,  announces  Perry  Spencer,  Republic 
publicist.  It  will  still  be  held  at  the  un- 
usual hour  of  11:30  p.  m.  Two  radio  hook- 
ups will  broadcast  festivities. 

Tickets  are  being  sold  by  the  Atlanta 
Debutante  Club  and  proceeds  will  go  to- 
ward charity.  They  are  priced  at  $1.50 
auditorium  and  $1.00  balcony. 

Wendy  Barrie,  who  has  the  romantic 
lead  in  the  film,  Joyce  Compton  and  Mona 
Barrie,  also  of  the  cast,  will  attend  the 
event. 

“Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?”  was  writ- 
ten by  Medora  Field  Perkerson,  Atlanta 
newspaperwoman,  who  will  be  the  honor 
guest  at  all  celebrations. 


New  Springdale  Unit 

Springdale,  Ark. — ^Another  film  house 
for  Springdale  is  planned  and  work  on 
the  new  theatre  will  begin  soon,  it  is  an- 
nounced by  Clyde  Allard,  manager  of  the 
Concord.  Allard  will  have  charge  of  both 
theatres. 


“Lucky  ToTs  Show"  Travels 

San  Antonio — “Lucky  Tol’s  Show”  has 
started  out  on  its  regular  fall  itinerary  to 
play  Texas  towns.  The  show,  under  can- 
vas, is  motorized  and  features  circus  acts 
along  with  pictures. 


New  Azteca  Film 

San  Antonio — New  Azteca  Film  release 
for  the  current  week  is  tagged  “Herencia 
Macabra,”  and  released  by  the  Latin- 
American  Film  Exchange  here. 


New  Sound  at  Eureka  Springs 

Eureka  Springs,  Ark. — Cecil  E.  May- 
berry has  contracted  for  RCA  sound  for 
the  Basin  Theatre. 


Chain  Builds  in  Kannapolis 
Kannapolis,  N.  C. — A fourth  house,  the 
Swanee,  is  being  completed  by  the  Towel 
City  Theatres,  Inc.  Walter  Powell  is  man- 
ager. 
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PRESIDENT  PREWITT  of  the  Filmrow 

Hunting  Club  was  imavoidably  absent 
from  the  regular  session  held  in  the  ship- 
ping room  of  the  Plash  Delivery  Co.  The 
chair  was  filled  by  Bob  Kelley  of  Colum- 
bia, who,  in  a short  speech  of  60  minutes, 
thanked  the  brothers  for  the  honor  and, 
incidentally,  told  of  his  prowess  as  a 
fisherman  on  the  Gulf  Coast  last  summer. 
Traveling  Organizer  Cobb  reported  five 
new  members — O.  J.  Gaude,  Magic,  Port 
Allen;  E.  A.  Goldberg,  Gibsland,  Gibsland; 
B.  M.  Stone  jr.,  Purvis,  Miss.;  Robert  Sig- 
ler, Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  and  Vic  Maurin, 
Houma,  La.  It  was  noticed  that  Cobb  was 
suffering  from  a bruised  hand  and  his  face 
was  decorated  with  several  strips  of  ad- 
hesive plaster.  He  explained  one  of  the 
five  at  first  demurred  in  signing.  As  said 
Mr.  Cobb  is  a husky  one,  it  took  only  15 
minutes  to  convince  the  exhibitor  he  ought 
to  become  a member.  The  treasurer  was 
instructed  to  buy  the  organizer  a pair  of 
brass  knucks. 

Ralph  Reed  of  National  Screen  reported 
he  contacted  Luke  Conner  of  Warner  Bros, 
to  be  guest  speaker,  but  that  the  gentle- 
man flunked  out  at  the  last  minute.  Mes- 
sengers were  sent  to  Atlantic  Films  to  bor- 
row their  Think-o-graph,  recently  in- 
vented by  Fred  Goodrow,  a member  of 
the  firm  (Goodrow  & Sliman,  Inc.)  Ear- 
phones were  distributed  and  here  is  what 
Mr.  Connor  was  thinking  about:  "No,  a 
thousand  times  NO.  Some  years  ago  I 
joined  a party  of  hunters  in  a badger  hunt. 
They  took  me  to  New  Iberia,  gave  me  a 
bag  in  which  to  hold  the  badger  while 
they  beat  the  canebrakes.  That’s  what  they 
said.  I stood  in  the  rain  for  four  hours, 
and  nary  a badger  in  sight.  I walked  six 
miles  back  to  the  hotel  intending  to  wait 
for  them.  And  what  do  you  think?  They 
were  sitting  around  a table  playing  seven- 
up.  I gave  them  a dirty  look  and  went  to 
my  room.  Never  again.”  The  next  meeting 
will  be  held  in  the  office  of  Film  Delivery. 
The  next  speaker  will  be  Manager  Rich- 
ardson of  Universal. 

“Boom  Town”  is  back,  this  time  at  the 
Tudor  at  slightly  advanced  prices.  The 
film  will  play  the  United  Chain  of  17 
theatres  at  house  prices  and  then  go  into 
the  Saenger  territory  at  no  advance  . . . 
“Hollywood  is  now  immersed  in  an  his- 
torical and  biographical  phase  but  it  will 
soon  snap  out  of  it.  The  next  film  cycle 
will  be  concerned  with  the  war,”  in  the 
opinion  of  William  Pine,  associate  to  Cecil 
B.  DeMille,  who  was  a one-day  visitor.  Pine 
was  en  route  to  Hollywood  from  Florida. 

Neil  Agnew,  Paramount  general  sales 
manager,  called  on  Jack  Price  at  the  local 
office  . . . The  first  meeting  of  the  Louisi- 
ana M.  P.  Council  was  held  last  week  when 
plans  were  made  for  the  coming  season. 
Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Friend  is  president  and 
Mrs.  A.  S.  Tucker  advisory  vice-president. 

Visitors  to  the  Row;  Mississippi — Prank 
Bishop.  Varsity  Theatre,  Ellisville;  A.  L. 
Royal,  New,  McComb;  W.  L.  Moseley,  Ritz, 
Picayune;  Louisiana — L.  J.  Langlois,  Ala- 
mo; Ernest  Drake,  Ponchatoula;  R.  Mol- 
zon.  Cut  Off  . . . Eunice  Keppler,  now 
Mrs.  Warren  Alberstadt,  is  back  at  her 
desk  at  Louisiana  Motion  Picture  Equip- 
ment Co. 

W.  H.  Crooks  of  Louisiana  Motion  Pic- 
ture Equipment  Co.,  accompanied  by  the 
Mrs.,  is  enjoying  a vacation  in  Memphis, 
his  home  town  . . . Harold  Letcher  of  New- 
ton has  purchased  the  Roxy  from  Max 
Carnett.  Another  house  disposed  of  by 
Carnett  is  the  Lyric  at  Bay  Springs,  to  B. 
V.  Shepperd  and  R.  Saxton. 


Republic  s New  Product 
Bought  by  Interstate 


Dallas — Republic  Pictures  Corp.  has 
closed  a deal  for  its  1940-41  product  with 
the  Interstate  Theatre  circuit  of  Texas. 

J.  R.  Grainger,  president  of  Republic 
Pictures,  William  Underwood  and  Claude 
Ezell,  Texas  franchise  holders,  and  Lloyd 
Rust,  Dallas  branch  manager,  represented 
Republic  in  this  deal,  while  R.  J.  O’Don- 
nell represented  Interstate. 


New  Ft.  Meade  Manager 

Ft.  Meade,  Fla. — John  C.  Wright  is  the 
new  manager  of  the  Fox  Theatre,  succeed- 
ing Mr.  Cooper  who  moves  to  New  Port 
Richey. 


Sparks  Builds  Drive-In 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla. — The  Sparks  Thea- 
tres are  building  a 500-car  drive-in  thea- 
tre on  the  outskirts  of  the  city. 


Into  Larger  Building 

Dover,  Tenn. — Constantly  growing  at- 
tendance has  necessitated  moving  the  Do- 
ver Theatre  into  a larger  building. 


0 ■ 

: Florida  Flashes  : 

VI-  - ■ 'J 

By  EDWARD  S.  NYE 
A VERY  enjoyable  day  was  spent  with 
Carl  Floyd  and  his  brother  while 
traveling  around  the  Floyd  circuit  last 
week. 


It  is  reported  that  Clyde  R.  Pierce,  for- 
merly manager  of  the  Central  in  Tampa 
and  now  owner  and  manager  of  Pierce’s 
Mighty  Minstrels,  is  heading  south  for 
winter  quarters  after  a banner  season. 


The  neighbors  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  L. 
Cason  of  the  Bushnell  at  Bushnell  told  me 
that  the  Casons  went  fishing  at  Lake 
Panasoffkee  one  day  last  week  and  they 
caught  the  limit  of  30  each  of  bream  and 
shell  crackers  in  a couple  of  hours.  They 
added  they  all  enjoyed  the  repast. 


When  in  Tampa  I stopped  in  and  had 
a chat  with  Ray  Bussler  and  Bill  Alig  of 
United  Theatre  Supply.  They  tell  me  busi- 
ness is  on  the  “up”  here  in  good,  old 
Florida. 




Southern  News  Briefs 


VI: 


J) 


ALABAMA 

Ashland — E.  F.  Ingram  of  the  Ashland 
has  installed  new  projection  equipment. 

Mobile — Saenger  Theatres  Corp.  are 
studying  plans  for  a 1,000  seat  theatre 
here. 

Roanoke — T.  A.  McDougal  replaces  R.  L. 
Barbaree  as  manager  of  the  Rity.  Barbaree 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Martin  Thea- 
tre in  Bainbridge,  Ga. 

Tuskegee — Joel  Braswell,  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  Macon,  is  now  selling  film 
equipment. 

FLORIDA 

Orlando — Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Fekany 
are  building  a new  900-seat  theatre  here, 
to  be  ready  for  opening  by  December  1. 

G.  C.  Diamond  of  Kansas  City  will  man- 
age the  house. 

Orlando — The  Sparks  Theatre  chain  has 
started  construction  of  a new  house  here. 

Starke — Mina  Manassa  Grady,  proprie- 
tor of  the  Ritz,  plans  a new  1,000-seat 
house  here. 

Tampa — Butler  E.  Gore,  manager  of 
Broadway  Theatres,  Inc.,  announced  plans 
for  the  building  of  two  new  theatres  and 
remodeling  of  three  others. 

GEORGIA 

Atlanta — Lucas  and  Jenkins  new  Gor- 
don Theatre  opening  drew  a more  than 
capacity  crowd. 

Atlanta — The  remodeled  Roxy  has  re- 
opened under  the  management  of  James 

H.  McKoy. 

Carrollton — The  Martin  chain  will 
build  a 400-seater  here. 

Cartersville — A charter  to  operate 
theatres  has  been  granted  Legion  Theatres, 
Inc.  Incorporators  are  A.  L.  Cowart,  F.  S. 
Shingler  and  Paul  A.  King. 

Dalton — Manning  and  Wink,  chain 
operators,  plan  a new  theatre  in  addition 


to  the  Crescent  and  Shadowland  they  now 
operate. 

Decatur — John  Thompson  is  manager 
of  the  new  Mion  and  Murray  theatre 
opened  here. 

Lawrenceville — An  800-seat  theatre  will 
be  built  on  a site  purchased  here  by  the 
owners  of  the  Colonial. 

Macon — Bob  Bryant  has  opened  his  new 
Pix  at  Rock  Hill. 

Macon — Jack  Van  Lloyd  has  resumed 
the  managership  of  the  Bibb  Theatre  here. 

Macon — Lamar  Swift  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  helm  of  the  new  Bradley  in 
Columbus. 

Savannah — Walter  Meier  is  the  new 
manager  of  the  Drive-In  Theatre. 

Summerville — C.  W.  Maxey  has  sold 
his  Royal  to  Messrs.  J.  S.  Tankersley  and 
H.  M.  Hampton.  James  Crouch  will  be 
the  manager. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Lenoir — Construction  on  a new  850-seat 
house  for  Lenoir  Theatres,  Inc.,  is  under 
way. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Columbia — Dr.  J.  T.  Greene’s  new  thea- 
tre is  ready  for  opening.  The  house  seats 
300. 

Sumter — A new  theatre  will  replace  the 
Rex  here  according  to  K.  E.  Ward,  city 
manager  for  Lucas  & Jenkins,  owners. 

TENNESSEE 

Cleveland — Walter  Howard  has  com- 
pleted redecoration  of  the  Lyric. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1913V4  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-866.5 

BIRMINGHAM.  ALA. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

1026  SANTA  FE  BLDG.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas.  Texas 
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fORimiTIOn  BURtflU 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  lor  refer* 
ence  with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION  BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 

• Just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MTIOO  Attraction  Board  I,.etters 

MT10I  Bulletin  Boards 

MT102  Cnt-Out  Machines 

MT103  Display  Frames  and  Cases 

MT104  Flashers,  Sign 

MT105  Insert  Frames 

MT106  T.amp  Coloring 

MT107  Letter  Mounting  ITnits 

MT108  Marquees 

MT109  Poster  Projectors 

MTllO  Signs.  Admission 

MTlll  Signs.  Electric 

MT112  Signs,  Neon,  Zeon 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT12*i  Air  Circulators 

MT121  Air  Conditioning  Motors 

MT122  Air  Conditioning  Systems 

MT123  Air  Filters 

MT124  Air  Washers 

MTI25  Blowers 

MT126  Boilers  and  Furnaces 

MT127  Coils,  Cooling 

MT128  Compressors 

MT129  Condensers 

MT130  Cooling  Equipment 

MT131  Cooling  Towers 

MT132  Dehumidifiers 

MT133  Diffusers,  Air 

MT134  Electric  Motor  Controls 

MT135  Exhaust  Fans 

MT136  Grilles  and  Registers 

MT137  Heating  Equipment 

MT138  Oil  Burners 

MT139  Refrigeration 

MT140  Spray  Nozzles 

MT141  Stokers 


MT142  Temperature  Control  Devices 
MT143  Thermostats  and  Humidistats 
MT144  Unit  Heaters 
MT145  Ventilating  Systems 
MT14  6 Water  Cooling  Systems 


DECORATIONS  <&  FURNISHINGS 


MT155  Acoustical  Materials 
MT156  Aisle  Lights 
MT157  Boxofflces 
MT158  Carpets 
MTI59  Carpet  Cushion 
MTir>0  Design  Service 
MT161  Directional  Signs 
MT162  Door  Controls 
MT163  Draperies  and  Curtains 
MT164  Drinking  Fountains 
MT165  Exit  Signs 

MTIG6  Foam  Rubber  Seat  Cushions 
MT167  Interior  Decoration 
MTlfiS  Interior  Wall  Finishes 
MTir>9  T.ounge  Furniture 
MTI70  Matting,  Rubber 
MT171  Mirrors 

MT172  Ornamental  Metal  Work 

MT173  Paint  Products 

MT174  Railings,  Lobby 

MT175  Sand  Urns 

MT17f)  Seating.  Auditorium 

MT177  Slip  Covers 

1\TT178  Speaking  Tubes 

MT179  Ticket  Choppers  and  Boxes 

MT180  Theatre  Chairs 

MT181  Upholstery  Materials 

MT182  Wall  Coverings,  Fabric 


LIGHTING 


MTI90  Dimmers  and  Controls 
MT191  Effect  Lighting  Devices 


MT192  Elec.  Measuring  Instruments 

MT193  Engines,  Diesel 

MT194  Fluorescent  Lamps  and  Fixtures 

MT195  Gelatine  Sheets 

MT19fi  Incandescent  Lamps 

MT197  Lighting  Fixtures 

MT198  Lighting  Plants,  Emergency 

MT199  Cove  Lighting 

MT200  Reflectors 

MT201  Reflector  I^anips 

MT202  Spot  and  Flood  Lamps 

MT203  Spot  and  Flood  Lights 

MT204  Storage  Batteries 

MT205  Switches,  Safety 

MT206  Switchboards 

MT207  Transformers,  Neon 


MAINTENANCE 


MT210  Bolts,  Expansion  and  Toggle 

MT211  Carpet  Spotting  Compounds 

MT212  Drills,  Rotary 

MT213  Fire  Extinguishers 

MT214  Fireproofing  Compounds 

MT21.'>  Gum  Removers 

MT216  Safety  Ladders 

MT217  Seat  Patching  Kits 

MT218  Seating  Repairs 

MT219  Vacuum  Cleaners 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT225  Coin  Changing  Machines 
MT226  Fireproof  Safes  and  Files 
MT227  Music  Stands 


USE  THIS  COUPON 


MT228  Organs,  Electric 

MT229  Popcorn  Machines 

MT230  Popcorn  & Confection  Supplies 

MT231  Staff  Uniforms 

MT232  Tickets 


IF  WHAT  YOU  V/ANT  ISN'T  LISTED.  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


MT233  Ticket  Machines 
MT234  Water  Coolers 


MT270  Rheostats 

MT271  Safety  Devices 

MT272  Slide  Projectors 

MT273  Sound  Projectors,  3f)inm 

MT274  Sound  Projectors.  Ifinim 

MT27rj  Stereopticons 

MT27fi  Tool  Kits 


SANITATION 


MT285  Cleansing  Compounds 

MT286  Deodorants  and  Disinfectants 

MT287  Flush  Valves 

MT288  Hand  Driers,  Electric 

MT289  Insecticliles  and  Germicidea 

MT290  Odor  Absorbers 

MT291  Ozone  Generators 

MT292  Paper  Towels  and  Cabinets 

MT293  Perfumes 

MT294  Plumbing  Fixtures 

MT295  Sanitary  Supplies 

MT296  Soaps  and  Cleansers 

MT297  Suction  Cleaners 

MT298  Washroom  Accessories 


SOUND 


MT305  Amplifiers 

MT306  Amplifier  Tubes 

MT307  Hearing  Aids 

MT308  Horn  Lifts  and  Towers 

MT309  intercommunicating  Systems 

MT310  liamps,  Exciter 

MT311  Lens  Assemblies,  Sound 

MT312  Microphones 

MT313  Photoeiectric  Cells 

MT314  Public  Address  Amplifiers 

MT315  Public  Address  Systems 

MT316  Radio  Tubes 

MT317  Record  Reproducers 

MT318  Sound  Equipment,  Complete 

MT319  Sound  Heads 

MT320  Sound  Service,  Contract 

MT321  Speakers 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  10-12-40 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items,  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State 


PROJECTION 


MT240  Booth  Doors  and  Ports 
MT241  Carbon  Savers 
MT242  Carbon  Waste  Cans 
MT243  Change-Over  Devices 
MT244  Condensing  Lenses 
MT245  Dowsers 
MT246  Film  Cabinets 
MT247  Film  Cement 
MT248  Film  Handling  Devices 
MT249  Film  Preservatives 
MT250  Film  Reels 
MT251  Film  Rewinders 
MT252  Fire  Shutters,  Projection 
MT253  Intermittent  Movements 
MT254  Motion  Picture  Screens 
MT255  Motor  Brushes 
MT256  Motor-Generators 
MT257  Portable  Sound  Projectors 
MT258  Projection  Arc  Lamps 
MT25  9 Projection  Lenses 
MT260  Projection  Slides 
MT261  Projector  Carbons 
MT262  Projector  Parts 
MT263  Projector  Pedestals 
MT264  Rectifiers,  Bulb  Type 
MT265  Rectifiers,  Copper-Oxide 
MT266  Rectifiers,  Copper-Sulphide 
MT267  Reel-End  Signals 
MT268  Reflector  Equipment 
MT269  Rewind  Tables 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT330  Costumes 

MT33I  Curtain  Controls 

MT332  Curtain  Tracks 

MT333  Stage  and  Effect  Lighting 

MT334  Stage  Hardware 

MT335  Stage  Rigging 

MT336  Stage  Scenery 


STRUCTURE 


MT340  Architectural  Service 

MT341  Facing  Materials.  Exterior 

MT342  Flashed  Opal  Glass 

MT343  Flooring  Materials 

MT344  Glass  Blocks 

MT345  Insulation  Materials 

MT346  Metal  Trim  and  Mouldings 

MT347  Pipe  Hangers  and  Brackets 

MT348  Plate  Gla.ss 

MT349  Steel  and  Iron  Roofing 

MT350  Steel  and  Iron  Sheet  Metal 

MT351  Structural  Glass 

MT352  Theatre  Fronts,  Porcelain 

MT353  Theatre  Fronts,  Structural  Glass 

MT354  Wood  Veneers 
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Follow  Associated  in 
Price  Reductions 


Toronto — More  Toronto  theatres  are 
making  a cut  in  admission  scales  following 
the  recent  joint  announcement  of  an  eve- 
ning price  reduction  by  three  theatres  of 
the  Associated  group.  The  reducing  of 
prices  is  understood  to  be  part  of  a cam- 
paign to  force  the  issue  among  theatres 
who  are  offering  giveaways  without  service 
charge. 

W.  A.  Baillie,  veteran  owner  of  the  Adel- 
phi,  is  one  who  has  reduced  his  regular 
evening  price  to  20  cents  with  a bargain 
rate  of  15  cents  before  7 p.  m.  The  Bev- 
erly, at  Yonge  and  St.  Clair,  has  also  in- 
stituted a reduced  adult  price  of  25  cents 
after  7 p.  m.  and  20  cents  before  that  hour. 
It  is  interesting  that  the  Beverly  has  made 
many  kinds  of  gift  offers  during  the  past 
year  or  two,  but  there  is  an  added  charge 
for  the  dinnerware  at  this  house. 


Active  Service  Force  Bids 
Ottawa  Adieu  at  Capitol 

Ottawa — For  two  weeks  in  succession, 
Ottawa  units  of  the  Canadian  Active  Ser- 
vice Force  made  their  farewell  appearance 
in  a special  parade  to  the  Capitol,  largest 
theatre  of  the  Canadian  capital,  for  an  of- 
ficial sendoff  by  government  and  civic  of- 
ficials prior  to  their  departure  for  a well- 
known  eastern  destination. 

The  23rd  Field  Ambulance  of  the 
C.A.M.C.  paraded  through  the  streets  of 
the  city  to  the  theatre  where  the  soldiers 
witnessed  a performance  of  “Boom  Town,” 
after  which  Mayor  Stanley  Lewis  and  oth- 
ers appeared  on  the  stage  to  compliment 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  unit  and 
wish  them  good  luck.  Previously  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Governor  General’s 
Foot  Guards  had  made  a farewell  ap- 
pearance at  this  cinema  which  is  a part  of 
the  Famous  Players’  chain. 


Paris,  Ont.,  Residents  Entertain 
Perth  Regiment  in  Theatre 

Toronto — When  the  Perth  Regiment  of 
the  Canadian  Active  Service  Force  arrived 
in  Paris,  Ont.,  on  a four-day  route  march 
as  part  of  their  war  training,  the  towns- 
people welcomed  them  as  heroes.  Among 
various  treats  for  the  soldiers.  Mayor  J.  P. 
McAmmon  and  members  of  the  local  coun- 
cil chartered  the  Capitol,  the  town’s  one 
theatre,  for  the  evening  and  every  man  in 
uniform  was  the  guest  of  the  town  at  a 
performance,  the  theatre  being  packed  for 
the  two  shows.  S.  Kirby,  the  proprietor  of 
the  Capitol,  put  in  a very  busy  night. 


Frontiersmen's  Squadron 
Headquarters  in  Theatre 

Toronto — “B”  Squadron  of  the  Legion 
of  Frontiersmen,  a home  defense  unit 
across  the  Dominion,  has  taken  over  the 
Victoria  Theatre  in  downtown  Toronto  as 
the  local  headquarters.  The  Victoria  has 
not  been  in  use  for  a number  of  years, 
having  been  used  by  Jerry  Shea  as  a 
vaudeville  house  before  he  moved  to  the 
Hippodrome.  Permission  to  use  the  theatre 
for  military  purposes  was  granted  by  Presi- 
dent N.  L.  Nathanson  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  which  controls  the  house. 


Clearance  Reform  Board  Is 
Rapidly  Taking  Shape 


"60  Glorious  Years" 
Released  in  Toronto 


Toronto — After  lying  on  the  shelf  for 
well  over  a year,  “Sixty  Glorious  Years,” 
British  film  distributed  by  RKO  Radio,  has 
now  been  released  in  Toronto,  with  its 
first  run  at  the  Holllywood,  key  theatre 
of  the  Allen  chain.  This  feature  was  to 
have  had  special  runs  in  large  cities  of  the 
Dominion  simultaneously  with  the  tour  of 
Their  Majesties  across  the  country  in  the 
spring  of  1939  but  was  hastily  withdrawn 
when  it  was  discovered  that  crowds  flock- 
ing to  the  tour  cities  were  passing  up  the 
picture  shows  and  were  interested  only  in 
the  King  and  Queen.  “Sixty  Glorious 
Years”  had  one  engagement  in  the  Capi- 
tol at  Ottawa  simultaneously  with  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Royal  Party. 

The  feature  has  been  brought  out  now 
because  of  the  bombing  of  a number  of 
historical  buildings  in  London  associated 
with  the  lives  of  Britain’s  Kings  and 
Queens.  Moreover  King  George  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  are  constantly  in  the  day’s  news. 


Court  Decision  Quashes 
Handbill  Curb  Attempt 

Toronto — Mr.  Justice  Urquhart  at  Os- 
goode  Hall  has  handed  down  a decision 
with  respect  to  the  municipal  by-laws  of 
New  Toronto  prohibiting  the  distribution 
of  handbills  on  the  streets  of  that  com- 
munity. In  his  judgment,  which  was  the 
outcome  of  an  appeal  from  convictions 
against  two  handbill  distributors,  he  found 
no  guilt  and  quashed  the  sentences  which 
had  been  imposed  in  the  lower  court. 

This  court  judgment  has  set  the  pre- 
cedent which  will  make  it  impossible  for 
any  municipality  in  Ontario  to  enact  a 
law,  under  the  present  statutes,  to  prevent 
or  prohibit  the  handing  out  of  heralds  or 
other  printed  literature.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  there  was  nothing  under  the  Mu- 
nicipal Act  of  the  Ontario  government  to 
prohibit  the  distribution  of  printed  matter. 


'Convoy'  Date  Coincides 
With  'Wesser's'  Capture 

Victoria — Manager  Calladine  has  again 
had  it  literally  “laid  in  his  lap”  when  he 
booked  “Convoy”  which  is  appearing  here 
this  week  at  the  Plaza. 

The  Michael  Balcon  production  caught 
the  public  eye  as  it  synchronized  with  the 
capture  of  the  German  ship  “Wesser” 
which,  escorted  by  the  cruiser  Prince  Rob- 
ert, one  of  the  converted  passengers  of  the 
British  Columbian  coast,  arrived  this  week. 
The  Prince  Robert,  former  popular  luxury 
liner  on  the  Alaska  run,  captured  the 
vessel  off  the  Mexican  coast. 

The  news  of  the  capture  by  a boat  sail- 
ing from  and  manned  by  Victoria  men, 
was  announced  on  the  same  day.  Net  re- 
sult— a full  house. 


Toronto — Preparations  for  clearance  re- 
forms have  been  further  solidified  by  the 
appointment  of  three  officials  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  as  representatives 
for  theatre  chains  in  Canada  on  the  new 
national  clearance  board  and  the  next  step 
will  be  the  selection  of  three  delegates  to 
represent  independent  exhibitors  in  differ- 
ent geographical  groups. 

Those  appointed  for  the  circuits  are 
Thomas  J.  Bragg,  who  is  secretary  treas- 
urer of  Famous  Players,  Ben  Geldsaler, 
chief  supervisor  of  booking,  and  Morris 
Stein.  They  will  speak  for  circuits  in  all 
parts  of  Canada. 

It  is  anticipated  that  for  reasons  of 
economy,  all  three  independent  represen- 
tatives to  the  board  will  be  residents  of  the 
Toronto  district  for  the  time  being  at  least. 
They  will  probably  be  chosen  from  the  In- 
dependent Theatres  Association  of  Ontario 
with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  Allied 
Exhibitors  in  other  provinces  of  both  east- 
ern and  western  Canada. 

For  a considerable  period,  the  shoe  was 
on  the  other  foot  with  respect  to  organi- 
zation developments  because  the  indepen- 
dents had  named  their  three  delegates  to 
what  was  to  have  been  an  eight-man  board 
and  were  waiting  for  the  selection  of  the 
trio  to  represent  the  chains,  the  other  two 
to  be  named  by  the  film  exchanges.  In  a 
shake-up,  however,  the  distributors  have 
been  left  out  and  the  circuits  and  indi- 
vidual theatre  owners  have  equal  represen- 
tation. The  chains  quickly  showed  their 
approval  of  the  setup  by  naming  its  trio 
and  are  now  waiting  for  the  independents 
to  make  their  new  choice. 


A Vigorous  Campaign 
Booms  "Boom  Town" 

Winnipeg — Heralded  by  a vigorous  pub- 
licity campaign  conducted  by  Syl  Gunn, 
“Boom  Town”  opened  at  the  Metropolitan 
to  big  business  and  long  waiting  lines. 

Gunn  put  in  a lot  of  hard  work  bringing 
the  film  before  the  public.  Some  of  his 
stunts  included  a newspaper  campaign 
with  teasers  alternating  cuts  of  each  of 
the  four  stars  and  culminating  in  a large 
four-color  process  ad  utilizing  an  attrac- 
tive layout  by  Zig  Rubin.  Miniature  der- 
ricks were  rigged  up  in  the  lobby  as  well 
as  in  shop  windows  on  the  avenue.  One 
was  a seven-foot  structure  with  rotating 
drum  displayed  conspicuously  in  a down- 
town shop.  Through  a tieup  with  a local 
firm  of  cleaners,  autographed  photographs 
of  the  stars  were  distributed  on  a share- 
cost  basis.  This  same  firm  made  avail- 
able its  outdoor  street  car  advertising 
space  to  ballyhoo  the  picture.  A further 
tieup  was  one  with  a large  number  of 
service  stations  on  display  cards  publiciz- 
ing the  film. 


In  Brilliant  Finish 

St.  Thomas,  Ont. — Wannie  Tyers,  man- 
ager of  the  Granada  here,  wound  up  the 
golfing  season  in  brilliant  style.  He  not 
only  narrowly  missed  capturing  the  Spald- 
ing Cup  of  the  St.  Thomas  Golf  and  Coun- 
try Club,  being  nosed  out  5 and  3 over 
the  18-hole  route  by  Don  Anderson,  but 
he  walked  off  with  the  Duncombe  Trophy 
in  a competition  played  over  the  Union 
course. 
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Regina  Department  Store 
Premieres  a Premiere 


M A.  MILLIGAN,  general  manager  of 
Paramount  Film  Service,  Ltd.,  and 
others  of  the  Paramount  office  in  To- 
ronto, have  been  greatly  aroused  by  the 
showing  of  the  Paramount  team  in  the 
Senior  Ladies  Softball  League  which  play- 
ed all  summer  at  Sunnyside  Stadium.  The 
film  girls  have  been  fighting  it  out  for 
the  championship  in  a prolonged  series 
with  the  Sunday  Morning  Class  Club.  One 
of  the  capable  performers  for  Paramount 
is  Theresa  Capalbo,  pitcher,  who  spends 
her  working  hours  in  the  rewind  room  of 
the  Paramount  branch  exchange. 

Manager  Al  Sedgwick  of  the  Belsize, 
Toronto,  played  a dig  role  in  the  organi- 
zation of  merchants  in  the  northeastern 
section  of  the  city  for  a Mile-of -Pennies 
stunt  for  which  the  public  was  invited  to 
lay  pennies  atong  the  sidewalks  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  Road  over  a measured  mile,  the 
donations  being  turned  over  to  the  War 
Victims  Relief  Fund.  Many  stores,  as  well 
as  the  theatre,  had  special  displays  for 
the  stunt  and  the  street  was  jammed 
when  the  money  started  to  roll. 

Madeleine  Carroll  has  been  booked  for 
personal  appearances  October  25  lor  the 
Toronto  opening  of  "North  West  Mounted 
Ponce,”  loiiowing  her  presence  for  the 
world  premiere  at  Regina,  Sask.  Her  pre- 
vious visit  to  Toronto  was  the  stopover 
she  made  in  the  Ontario  capital  on  her 
first  trip  from  England  to  Hollywood.  On 
that  occasion  Toronto  film  ofiiciais  gave 
her  a complimentary  luncheon  in  the 
Royal  York  Hotel  and  wLhed  her  the  best 
of  luck. 

Lloyd  M.  Mills,  manager  of  the  Elgin, 
Ottawa,  paid  $435  for  one  of  the  prizes  in 
a patriotic  auction  at  a big  rally  in  the 
Ottawa  Auditorium  to  launch  the  city’s 
war  savings  stamp  campaign  at  which  one 
of  the  guest  stars  was  Maureen  O’Sulli- 
van, Hollywood  actress  now  residing  in 
Ottawa.  Among  the  auction  lots  were  au- 
tograpned  photographs  of  Grade  Fields 
whiCh  she  had  left  for  the  purpose  after 
her  local  appearance  for  the  Navy  League. 

Manager  R.  L.  Downey  is  organizing  a 
midnight  show  for  November  10  at  the 
Beach  Theatre  for  patriotic  purposes  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Beaches  Business 
Men’s  Ass’n.  . . . Gordon  Snider  of  the 
booking  department,  Hanson  Theatres 
Corp.,  Toronto,  has  joined  the  colors  as 
a member  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Corps 
of  Signals  and  is  training  for  overseas 
service.  George  E.  Law,  veteran  of  the 
film  business,  has  been  appointed  booker 
for  the  Hanson  circuit. 

Thevor  Pelton,  a youth,  was  fined  $10 
and  costs  by  Magistrate  Glen  Strike  when 
convicted  on  a charge  of  assaulting  D.  H. 
Moffett,  an  usher  at  the  Imperial,  Otta- 
wa, after  the  latter  had  asked  the  ac- 
cused for  his  ticket  stub  which  he  could 
not  produce  ...  At  his  home  in  Toronto 
for  a brief  stay,  Raymond  Massey,  screen 
star,  expressed  anger  at  the  Canadian 
government  in  permitting  shipment  of  raw 
materials  to  Japan.  Massey  intimated  he 
would  shortly  be  wearing  a military  uni- 
form "for  keeps.” 

Two  of  the  big  downtown  theatres  in 
Toronto  are  going  through  the  refurbish- 
ing stage.  Manager  Tom  Daley  has  been 
side-stepping  painters  and  decorators  at 
the  Imperial  while  Manager  Jules  Bern- 
stein has  been  supervising  the  extensive 
job  of  redecorating  Loew’s  Theatre  . . . 


Michael  Powell,  British  film  producer,  cele- 
brated his  35th  birthday  in  Toronto.  He 
observed  that  his  natal  anniversaries  had 
found  him  in  many  parts  of  the  world, 
such  as  Burma,  Foula,  the  Riviera,  Africa 
and  elsewhere. 

Oscar  R.  Hanson  has  been  appointed 
chairman  of  the  committee  which  is  or- 
ganizing the  rodeo  in  Toronto  next  moiith 
featuring  Gene  Autry,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers.  Among 
those  drafted  for  rodeo  duties  are  Col, 
John  A.  Cooper,  Louis  Rosenfield,  J.  J. 
Fitzgibbons  and  Charlie  Mavety  ...  In 
Toronto  for  a brief  visit,  Simon  Meretsky 
of  Windsor  announced  he  had  completed 
the  $17,000  rebuilding  job  in  the  Palace, 
one  of  his  half-dozen  theatres  in  Wind- 
sor. He  has  also  given  admission  prices 
a boost. 

George  Whiting,  composer  of  “My  Blue 
Heaven”  and  other  musical  hits,  announced 
in  Toronto  that  all  his  Canadian  royalties 
are  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Canadian 
Red  Cross  Society  for  the  duration  of  the 
war  . . . Manager  Ray  Tubman  of  the 
Ottawa  Capitol  had  Francis  Lederer  as  a 
one-night  guest  star  on  October  7 with 
the  stage  presentation  of  “Autumn  Cro- 
cus,” the  film  policy  of  this  Famous  Play- 
ers’ house  being  broken  for  this  one  per- 
formance. 


jyjOTION  picture  theatres  in  Montreal 
are  doing  their  bit  to  stimulate  ex- 
pression of  patriotic  sentiment,  many  of 
them  having  the  National  Anthem  played 
during  each  performance  instead  of  only 
at  the  beginning  or  the  end.  Audiences 
respond  immediately,  standing  at  atten- 
tion, and  in  some  cases  singing  the 
Anthem. 

Howard  V.  Knevels,  manager  of  the 
Imperial,  has  added  greatly  to  the  popu- 
larity of  that  large  theatre  by  scheduling 
"Amateur  Night”  each  Monday  and  "Auc- 
tion Night”  each  Friday  evening  . . . Ron- 
ald Colman’s  local  popularity  has  been 
augmented  by  news  that  he  has  sent  a 
check  for  £100  to  the  Royal  Air  Force  to 
buy  cigarettes  and  tobacco  for  these 
heroes. 

Fifty  little  boys  and  girls  from  the 
Actors’  Orphanage  School  in  Surrey,  Eng- 
land, arrived  here  en  route  to  Hollywood 
where  they  will  be  the  guests  of  people 
prominent  in  the  industry  for  “the  du- 
ration.” All  the  girls  in  the  party  are 
thrilled  with  the  idea  that  they  may  have 
a chance  to  become  motion  picture  ac- 
tresses, according  to  June  Bevis  and  Mary 
Kellino,  two  of  the  party. 

Tom  Dowbiggin,  sales  manager  of  Para- 
mount in  eastern  Canada,  is  on  a busi- 
ness trip  to  Saint  John,  New  Brunswick 
. . . W.  J.  Singleton,  sales  manager  of 
Associated  Screen  News,  has  been  on  an 
extended  business  trip  to  Quebec  . . . 
Mayor  Stanley  Lewis  of  Ottawa  was  ob- 
served dancing  the  "Boomps-a- Daisy”  in 
the  aisles  at  the  Winter  Garden  in  New 
York  where  a special  performance  of 
"Hellzapoppin’  ” was  given  for  visiting 
mayors  from  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada. 

Lionel  Shapiro,  Broadway  columnist  of 
the  Montreal  Gazette,  visited  Washington 


Regina — Something  new  in  Regina — 
and  possibly  anywhere — was  the  world 
premiere  of  a world  premiere  staged  by 
Larry  Graburn,  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
Regina,  in  cooperation  with  the  R.  H. 
Williams  department  store. 

In  answer  to  numerous  requests  for 
views  of  stills  of  “North  West  Mounted 
Police,”  to  be  premiered  in  Regina,  Gra- 
burn made  arrangements  with  the  store 
for  a display  of  art  on  the  picture  on  a 
recent  evening.  Curtains  were  parted  at 
an  appointed  time  and  the  stills — black 
and  white  and  colored — were  shown. 

The  whole  stunt  was  pulled  off  on  an 
elaborate  scale  by  W.  A.  Wilson,  display 
manager  of  the  store. 

Foreign  Press  Screening 
In  Canadian  Pavilion 

New  York — A special  foreign  press 
screening  of  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  Paramount 
production,  “North  West  Mounted  Police,” 
was  set  for  Wednesday  evening,  October 
9,  in  the  Canadian  Pavilion  of  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair.  The  event,  scheduled 
for  8 p.  m.,  was  made  possible  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Canadian  trade  com- 
missioner to  the  United  States,  Douglas 
S.  Cole,  and  Canadian  World’s  Fair  Com- 
missioner Seaman.  Official  representatives 
of  the  Canadian,  Australian,  New  Zealand, 
South  African,  Indian  and  Eire  govern- 
ments also  were  to  attend. 


to  cover  the  political  situation  and  found 
the  citizens  of  the  capital  much  more 
interested  in  the  personal  appearance  of 
Mickey  Rooney  at  Loew’s  than  in  poli- 
tics. He  comments:  “The  little  man  is 
without  a doubt  the  seven  wonders  of  the 
show  business.  I have  rarely  seen  one  per- 
former offer  so  much  entertainment,  an 
audience  which  enjoyed  itself  so  much, 
and  a boxoffice  which  did  so  much  busi- 
ness. Mickey  is  on  the  stage  for  an  hour 
and  leaves  the  audience  and  himself  limp. 
He  is  Jolson,  Cantor  and  Bob  Hope  rolled 
into  one.” 

Fire,  supposedly  set  by  a disappointed 
thief,  destroyed  the  projection  room  and 
did  $15,000  damage  to  the  Palace,  Granby, 
operated  by  Messrs.  Provost  and  Robert. 
It  is  thought  that  the  thief  hid  himself 
in  the  theatre  after  a night  performance, 
and  evidence  was  found  that  he  had 
broken  into  the  office  and  sought  unsuc- 
cessfully for  the  day’s  receipts  which  had 
been  removed  when  the  theatre  closed  for 
the  night. 

George  Ganetakos,  managing  director 
of  United  Amusement  Corp.,  accompanied 
by  John  Ganetakos,  chief  purchasing 
agent,  was  in  Toronto  recently  in  con- 
nection with  film  deals  . . . Films  taken 
on  the  golf  course  in  the  afternoon  at 
ths  Monitor  Publishing  Co.’s  annual  tour- 
nament, were  shown  the  same  evening  at 
the  annual  banquet.  Gerald  Barolet  took 
the  pictures  . . . Eugene  Beaulac,  secre- 
tary of  Quebec  Allied  Theatrical  Indus- 
tries, has  been  out  of  town  on  business. 

Many  exhibitors  from  other  towns  in 
the  province  who  were  in  Montreal  for 
the  annual  meeting  of  Quebec  Allied  The- 
atrical Industries,  Inc.,  visited  Filmrow. 
Amongst  them  were:  Maurice  West  of 
Sorel,  "Dick”  Allaire  of  Victoriaville, 
George  Champagne  of  Shawinigan  Falls, 
and  T.  Trow,  Three  Rivers. 
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Watch  With  Poignant  Interest 
Trials  of  Trade  in  Britain 


TV  AN  ACKERY  is  immersed  in  the  con- 

test  for  “Apple  Queen”  which  is  now 
under  way  at  the  Orpheum.  Twelve  con- 
testants were  chosen  by  the  Kinsmen,  one 
for  each  of  the  12  districts  entered,  with 
the  selection  of  “queen”  in  the  hands  of 
the  audience  who  receive  ballots  with  their 
tickets  of  admission  to  be  marked  with 
their  selection.  The  contest  has  aroused 
much  interest,  created  rivalry  among  the 
admirers  of  the  girls  competing,  and,  in- 
cidentally, helped  boxoffice  receipts. 

The  C.  B.  R.  stag  party  at  the  Strand 
continues  its  success  and  Norman  Duncan 
is  enthusiastic  about  it.  This  feature,  a 
coast-to-coast  broadcast,  combines  six  local 
artists  assisted  by  an  orchestra  of  18  pick- 
ed musicians  with  Alan  Young  as  master 
of  ceremonies,  and  is  put  on  every  Thurs- 
day. 

The  arbitrators  in  the  case  of  the  New 
Westminster  Theatres  versus  the  B.  C. 
Projectionists  Society,  decided  in  favor  of 
the  latter  and  ruled  that  their  share  of 
the  time  previou.sly  lost  be  made  up  by 
extra  allowance  in  future  operation.  The 
case  involved  a division  of  projection  time 
between  the  manager  and  the  society’s 
members. 

Bill  Tenny,  Dominion  projectionist,  and 
Art  Corriveau  took  advantage  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  big  game  season  to  run  up  to 
Williams  Lake  in  the  Cariboo  for  a few 
days  hunting  . . . Jimmy  Adams  has  been 
promoted  from  doorman  at  the  Windsor 
to  assistant  manager  of  the  Columbia,  New 
Westminster. 

The  film  stars  on  their  way  to  Regina, 
SasK.,  for  the  world  premiere  of  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  are  expected  to  stop 
over  in  Vancouver  for  a day  or  two  when 
they  may  be  seen  in  person  at  some  of 
the  houses  here  . . . M.  Raber  is  the  new 
office  manager  of  the  United  Artists  Van- 
couver branch.  He  is  from  Toronto  and 
arove  his  car  across  the  country  the  great- 
er part  of  the  day. 

The  staff  of  the  Orpheum  had  Stan 
Pooley  as  guest  of  honor  at  a supper  at 
the  Cave,  and  made  a presentation  to  him 
with  their  wishes  for  his  success  on  his 
advancement  to  the  post  of  manager  of  the 
Windsor.  The  local  executives  and  many 
of  the  house  managers  of  Famous  Players 
were  there  as  well  as  his  many  friends 
from  the  Orpheum  where  he  had  been  as- 
sistant manager  for  some  time  past. 

Charlie  Backus  surprised  his  co-workers 
in  the  UA  office  with  the  announcement 
of  his  marriage  . . .Visitors  returning  from 
Vancouver  Island  speak  enthusiastically 
of  the  completeness  and  originality  of  the 
new  “E.  W.”  Theatre  which  E.  W.  Bickle 
is  completing  at  Courtenay  to  replace  the 
Bickle. 

Ben  Plottel  is  proud  of  the  fact  he  has 
booked  productions  released  by  his  com- 
pany, Empire-Universal,  at  four  downtown 
houses  for  presentation  during  Thanksgiv- 
ing week  starting  October  14.  They  are: 
“Spring  Parade,”  Capitol;  “Pastor  Hall,” 
Plaza;  “When  the  Daltons  Rode”  and 
“Private  Affairs,”  Strand;  “Scatterbrain” 
and  “South  to  Karanga,”  Beacon. 

Frank  Marsh,  a table-tennis  ace,  is 
brushing  up  on  film  inspection  in  the 
Columbia  Picture  quarters  here  and  the 
Table  Tennis  Club  members  are  hoping  he 
will  remain  a fixture  on  Filmrow  and  thus 
strengthen  their  team  for  some  strenuous 
competitions  this  autumn  and  winter. 


By  ROY  CARMICHAEL 

Montreal — Newsreel  pictures  in  their 
own  theatres  convincing  them  how  fortu- 
nate Canadians  are  in  escaping  Europe’s 
devastation,  Canadian  theatre  managers 
are  watching  with  poignant  interest  events 
in  Britain  where  many  theatres  have  suf- 
fered, and  where  theatre  audiences  have 
again  and  again  demonstrated  their  hero- 
ism in  the  face  of  a baptism  of  steel  and 
fire. 

News  from  the  Old  Land  testifies  to  the 
difficulties  which  the  motion  picture  and 
theatre  industries  are  undergoing.  News 
has  been  received  of  the  death  of  the 
great  Scottish  financier,  John  Maxwell, 
immediately  following  passage  of  the  divi- 
dend on  the  £7,000,000  cinema  combine,  the 
Associated  British  Pictures  Corp.,  of  which 
he  was  founder  and  chairman.  For  each 
of  the  past  two  years  the  dividend  was  20 
per  cent.  Announcing  discontinuance  of 
the  dividend,  the  directors  state: 

Conserve  Resources 

“We  consider  it  desirable  to  conserve 
the  financial  resources  of  the  corporation, 
owing  to  the  increased  risk  of  damage  on 
a substantial  scale  to  the  corporation’s 
properties,  and  the  possible  serious  inter- 
ruption of  the  business  due  to  the  results 
of  enemy  action.” 

Maxwell  started  his  career  as  a cinema 
magnate  with  a few  motion  picture  houses 
in  Glasgow,  and  at  his  death  controlled 
more  than  800  theatres  all  over  the  United 
Kingdom.  Among  the  stars  to  whom  he 
gave  their  first  film  roles  are  Herbert 
Marshall,  Madeleine  Carroll,  Freddie  Bar- 
tholomew, Laurence  Olivier  and  Richard 
Tauber.  Recently  he  was  associated  with 
Erich  Pommer  in  producing  Charles 
Laughton  fUms. 

Francis  Harley  of  20th-Fox  announced 


gASKATOON  theatremen  are  looking 
back  on  one  of  the  most  profitable 
summers  they’ve  had  in  a long  time.  With 
Dundurn  military  camp  going  full  blast 
during  the  past  five  months,  thousands  of 
soldiers  and  their  relatives  and  friends 
have  made  weekend  jaunts  into  Saskatoon, 
theatres  getting  a good  share  of  the  gen- 
erally increased  business.  Dundurn  Camp 
is  about  25  miles  from  the  city. 

Larry  Graburn,  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
Regina,  is  breaking  tradition  when  it 
comes  to  newspaper  advertising  and  is 
proving  it  pays.  He’s  using  plenty  of 
white  space  in  his  ads,  sometimes  plac- 
ing a one-column  mat  in  the  center  of  a 
two-column  space,  and  for  important  pic- 
tures he’s  been  buying  one-third  of  the 
theatre  page  for  big,  eye-catching  dis- 
plays. The  ads  are  drawing  plenty  of  cus- 
tomers. 

Frank  Vaughn,  manager  for  Empire- 
Universal  in  Winnipeg,  and  Charles  Krupp, 
salesman  for  20th  Century-Fox  there,  were 
recent  business  visitors  in  Regina. 


“Back  Street"  With  Sullavan 

Hollywood — Universal  has  signed  Mar- 
garet Sullavan  to  star  in  its  remake  of 
“Back  Street.”  Robert  Stevenson  will  di- 
rect. 


in  London  that  his  company  will  spend 
£500,000  in  making  British  films  in  the 
next  six  months.  The  first  in  the  series 
will  be  “Kipps,”  which  will  be  followed 
by  “The  Story  of  the  Spitfire,”  “Paddy, 
the  Next-Best  Thing”  and  “The  Younger 
Pitt,”  all  with  internationally  known  stars. 
Other  British  films  in  prospect  include 
“Hatter’s  Castle,”  “Quiet  Wedding,”  “The 
Man  Who  Lost  Himself,”  “The  Saint’s 
Vacation”  and  “Murder  at  St.  Michael’s.” 

Insurance  Plan  Aids 

Seton  Margrave,  noted  film  critic  of 
the  London  Daily  Mail,  declares  there  is 
no  sign  of  depression  in  British  film  pro- 
duction, which  has  been  facilitated  by  the 
new  war  risk  insurance  plan  drawn  up 
specially  by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  the 
benefit  of  British  studios.  Generally,  this 
plan  means  that  a British  film  producer 
can  insure  a picture  costing  £40,000  against 
the  hazards  of  war  for  £1,000.  This  in- 
surance, says  Margrave,  “has  guaranteed 
the  continuity  of  British  film-making  un- 
der war  conditions.” 

The  latest  word  on  the  London  situation 
is  that  all  cinemas  in  the  London  district 
will  close  at  9 p.  m.  as  a result  of  a de- 
cision taken  by  the  London  branch  of  the 
Cinematograph  Exhibitors  Ass’n.  There 
are  over  500  theatres  in  the  area.  The 
association  also  suggested  that  the  pro- 
gram for  the  day  shou.d  begin  with  the 
principal  feature  film,  so  that  people  could 
see  the  feature  and  the  newsreel  and  be 
on  their  way  home  by  7:30  p.  m.,  if  they 
desired.  It  is  stated  the  Home  Office  is 
considering  temporary  closure  of  London 
west-end  and  suburban  cinemas  and  the- 
atres. Fourteen  have  closed  voluntarily. 

Resort  Holds  Aliens 

Douglas,  famous  seaside  resort  in  the 
Isle  of  Man,  has  been  transformed  into 
“Aliens  Town”  by  conversion  of  several 
theatres  and  a large  public  ballroom  into 
entertainment  centers  for  interned  Ger- 
mans, Austrians  and  Italians.  Only  one 
variety  theatre  and  one  small  dance  hall 
now  remain  open  to  the  Man  public.  The 
new  “Aliens  Only”  entertainment  centers 
include  the  famous  Derby  Castle  Ballroom, 
the  Derby  Castle  Variety  Theatre  and  the 
Gaiety  Theatre.  Concerts  by  foreign  art- 
ists and  orchestras  will  be  given  on  a big 
scale  throughout  the  winter,  by  which 
time  the  aliens  interned  in  Douglas  are 
expected  to  number  20,000. 

Over  200  cinemas,  some  of  them  mobile, 
will  be  opened  in  the  United  Kingdom 
by  the  film  division  of  the  British  Min- 
istry of  Information.  Performances  will 
be  given  in  places  where  they  will  not 
compete  with  the  film  trade.  Their  pur- 
pose will  be  to  “show  the  British  Empire 
at  war;  not  in  terms  of  battle,  but  in 
terms  of  the  civilian  effort,  which  lies 
behind  the  fight.”  Fifty  vans  with  pro- 
jectors will  travel  in  urban  areas.  For 
outlying  districts  where  films  cannot  now 
be  shown,  65  mobile  units  will  be  hired 
from  organizations  which  have  specialized 
in  touring  educational  and  propaganda 
films.  The  film  trade  has  criticized  these 
plans  on  the  ground  that  projectionists 
have  been  offered  bigger  wages  than  are 
current  in  the  film  industry. 

The  city  of  Bristol  has  been  anxious  to 
have  its  cinemas  open  on  Sunday,  and 
as  a result  of  an  application,  the  magis- 
trates agreed  to  six  theatres  being  open. 
The  other  21  cinema  managers  who  ap- 
plied considered  this  unfair  and  demand 
that  “all  must  be  open  or  none.” 
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VIII  CTO  Kill  A 

jyfANAGERS  report  that  the  influx  of 

■*'  people  caused  by  horse  races  being 
held  here  has  increased  boxoffice  earnings. 
The  slackening  off  at  the  matinees  has 
been  offset  by  the  greater  increase  at  the 
evening  shows  . . . Visitors  from  Vancou- 
ver include  J.  Patterson,  branch  manager 
for  20th  Century-Fox,  and  S.  Nogler, 
branch  manager  for  United  Artists,  on  a 
business  trip  . . . “Foreign  Correspondent” 
is  packing  ’em  in  at  the  Capitol. 

Marc  Prieswerck,  manager  of  the  Atlas, 
in  cooperation  Jeffre  & Jeffre,  Ltd.,  local 
auto  equipment  wholesalers  and  represen- 
tatives of  the  Atlas  Spark  Plug,  have  a 
unique  advertising  scheme  on  in  connec- 
tion with  “Torrid  Zone,”  starring  Ann 
Sheridan.  The  auto  equipment  company 
has  a large  display  in  the  lobby  of  the  thea- 
tre listing  the  service  stations  where  the 
Atlas  plugs  are  obtainable  and  during  the 
program  the  patrons  are  notified  on  the 
screen  that  should  they  call  at  any  of 
these  stations  they  will  be  given  free  an 
autographed  copy  of  Ann  Sheridan’s  pic- 
ture. 

Arthur  Lorimer,  who  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Atlas  staff  since  the  theatre’s 
opening  four  years  ago,  has  been  appoint- 
ed assistant  manager  to  succeed  Johnny 
Garard,  now  Lieut.  John  Garard  of  the 
Royal  Canadian  Naval  Volunteer  Reserve. 
Lorimer,  popular  local  sportsman  and 
member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
the  west,  will  carry  on  for  Johnny  for  the 
duration  of  the  war.  This  policy  has  been 
adopted  by  the  local  theatres  so  that  when 
the  boys  come  back  they  will  have  their 
jobs  to  go  to. 

The  combined  efforts  of  Managers  Rob- 
ertson. Denham  and  Prieswerck  of  the 
Capitol,  Dominion  and  Atlas  theatres  have 
succeeded  in  creating  one  of  the  featured 
attractions  at  the  Greater  Victoria  Fair 

. . An  artistically  decorated  booth  dis- 
plays notices  of  future  bookings  with 
smartly -dressed  attendants  selling  thrift 
tickets  for  the  three  theatres. 

Visitors  from  Vancouver  included  John 
Dawson,  well  known  Vancouver  theatre 
operator,  accompanied  by  his  wife;  Earl 
Hayter,  manager  of  the  Plaza  in  Van- 
couver; Charles  Ramage,  branch  manager 
for  Regal  Films,  and  William  Hansher, 
branch  manager  for  Paramount. 

/n  cooperation  with  the  Canadian  War 
Loan  Committee,  five-minute  explanatory 
talks  have  been  included  on  the  programs 
of  the  Capitol,  Dotninion  and  Atlas  thea- 
tres. The  speakers  explained  the  function- 
ing of  the  war  loan  arid  how  the  money 
is  to  be  absorbed  in  Canada’s  War  ef- 
fort. 


Grade  Fields'  Tour  Nets 
Navy  League  $135,000 

Toronto — The  closing  of  the  Trans- 
Canada  benefit  tour  of  Gracie  Fields  at 
Halifax  has  brought  the  announcement 
from  headquarters  in  Toronto  that  her 
performances  in  many  Canadian  cities 
have  brought  $135,000  to  the  Navy  League 
of  Canada,  an  auxiliary  organization  for 
the  Royal  Canadian  Navy  and  the  spon- 
soring of  cadet  training. 

Following  her  Canadian  appearances. 
Miss  Fields  is  preparing  for  a patriotic 
tour  of  the  United  States,  after  which  she 
will  proceed  to  Hollywood  to  resume  her 
feature  film  work. 


MPDC  Is  Stronger 
Than  Ever— Cooper 

Toronto — "The  Motion  Picture  Distrib- 
utors of  Canada  is  an  organization  that  is 
stronger  than  ever,”  declared  Col.  John  A. 
Cooper,  president  of  the  association  for 
film  exchanges  in  the  Dominion,  in  com- 
menting on  a variety  of  rumors  regarding 
the  status  and  progress  of  the  organization. 

"The  association  in  Canada  is  now  100 
per  cent,”  the  veteran  president  declared 
in  respect  to  representation  by  leading 
film  distributors.  Colonel  Cooper  pointed 
out  that  one  change  had  been  the  drop- 
ping of  exhibitor  memberships  and  the 
association  was  now  strictly  a distributor 
body.  The  previous  name  of  the  organi- 
zation had  been  “Motion  Picture  Distriou- 
tors  and  Exhibitors  of  Canada"  but  the 
title  had  been  condensed  to  “Motion  Pic- 
ture Distributors  of  Canada  in  the 
move  to  concentrate  on  fiim  exchange 
matters  and  problems.  A part  of  the 
general  revision  had  been  to  move 
the  association  headquarters  from  the  Met- 
ropolitan Bldg,  in  Toronto  to  the  Film 
Exchange  Bldg.,  Victoria  St.,  where  close 
contact  with  the  principal  exchanges 
could  be  maintained. 

It  is  understood  that  two  important  film 
distributing  organizations  have  come  into 
the  association  fold,  thus  making  the  mem- 
bership of  principal  companies  100  per 
cent,  as  stated  by  President  Cooper.  There 
has  been  no  official  declaration  on  this 
point  but  it  is  believed  that  the  latest  to 
be  added  to  the  roster  are  Warner  Bros, 
and  Empire-Universal  Films,  Ltd. 

More  or  less  linked  with  the  Motion 
Picture  Distributors  of  Canada  is  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  section  of  the  Toronto  Board 
of  Trade  in  which  all  branches  of  the 
business  are  represented,  including  ex- 
changes, theatre  circuits,  independents, 
laboratories  and  producers.  The  active 
existence  of  this  Section  makes  unneces- 
sary the  enrollment  of  exhibitors  as  a 
division  of  the  Motion  Picture  Distributors 
of  Canada  for  cooperative  trade  work,  mu- 
tual problems  being  the  consideration  of 
the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  Section. 

The  Film  Boards  of  Trade  continue  as 
an  adjunct  of  the  Motion  Picture  Dis- 
tributors of  Canada  with  branch  organi- 
zations in  six  key  cities,  E.  H.  Wells  be- 
ing in  charge  of  the  central  office  at  To- 
ronto as  national  secretary  of  the  Film 
Boards. 


CA\  lILCGiARY 

\^ILLIAM  KELLY,  veteran  film  man  of 
the  prairies  and  local  manager  of  Para- 
mount distribution,  is  recovering  nicely 
from  a gallstone  operation.  He  will  be 
confined  to  the  hospital  for  another  week 
before  returning  home  for  convalescence. 

Fifty  guests  from  the  army,  air  or  navy 
forces  are  being  invited  by  Pete  Egan  to 
his  weekly  musical  stage  nights.  Gail 
Egan,  emceeing  the  program  which  also 
goes  on  the  air,  has  been  opening  the 
program  with  a few  words  of  welcome  to 
the  boys  . . . Abe  Feinstein  of  United 
Artists  is  handling  the  Red  Cross  trailer 
in  the  prairie  territory. 

First  renovation  along  Filmrow  for  some 
time  is  taking  place  at  United  Artists.  En- 
tire interior  and  layout  has  been  altered 
with  new  partitions  and  redecorations  to 
triple  office  space. 


WHIM  Mill  PEG 

JN  HONOR  of  his  transfer  to  Vancouver, 

a stag  party  was  held  for  Russell  Simp- 
son, popular  Paramount  booker.  Local 
luminaries,  among  them  Don  Gauld,  Gar- 
net Wright  and  Harrold  Gray,  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  success  of  the  affair. 
Dough  Rosen  presided  as  master  of  cere- 
monies and  was  ably  heckled  by  Messrs. 
Reid  and  Geller.  Sammy  Krupp  and 
Kahanovitch  made  their  presence  felt 
throughout  the  evening.  A presentation  of 
a marble  based  table  lamp  was  made  to 
Simpson.  Arising  out  of  a suggestion 
made  by  Max  Heppner  of  the  Colonial,  a 
collection  was  taken  up  for  the  Red  Cross 
and  the  ante  was  run  up  to  the  sum  of 
$49.  Various  activities  were  indulged  in, 
all  of  them  the  customary  ones,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  evening  some  of  the  boys 
had  done  well  and  others  had  been  done 
well. 

Seen  about  town:  Manager  Rackow  of 
United  Artists  looking  with  a pleased  eye 
at  the  progress  of  “Foreign  Correspondent” 
at  the  Capitol  . . . Warner’s  salesman, 
Frank  David,  and  Mrs.  David  waiting  pa- 
tiently in  line  with  hundreds  of  others  on 
opening  night  at  Syl  Gunn’s  Metropoli- 
tan to  get  a look  at  “Boom  Town”  . . . 
Jack  Fitzgibbons  looking  tired — and  no 
wonder — after  doing  yeoman  work  shep- 
herding the  cash  customers  in  all  direc- 
tions at  once  a?id  keeping  the  exit  doors 
clear  at  the  same  time. 

Mickey  Martin  becomes  the  new  booker 
at  Paramount,  replacing  Russell  Simpson 
who  was  transferred  to  Vancouver. 


Identify  Would-Be  Bandit 
Of  the  Francais,  Ottawa 

Ottawa — An  attempted  holdup  of  the 
boxoffice  of  the  Francais,  Ottawa,  resulted 
in  the  arrest  of  Gerald  Beland,  no  fixed 
address,  some  days  later  on  a charge  of 
attempted  robbery  after  he  had  been  iden- 
tified by  the  cashier.  Miss  D.  Lapointe. 

The  robbery  was  halted  by  the  opportune 
arrival  of  the  doorman,  Lucien  Pauze,  at 
the  front  wicket  as  a gunman  was  de- 
manding the  cash.  The  holdup  man 
punched  Pauze  in  the  jaw  as  he  ran  away. 

Omer  Paquin,  manager  of  the  Francais, 
was  absent  from  the  theatre  at  the  time. 

Again  Remand  Foto-Nite 
Adion  in  Winnipeg 

Winnipeg — The  charge  of  conducting  a 
lottery,  introduced  here  against  Pay  Pete 
Barnes  of  Texas,  and  Mesho  Triller, 
manager  of  Allied  Amusements,  in  con- 
nection with  the  staging  of  Foto-Nite,  was 
remanded  again  when  the  case  came  up 
in  court  during  the  week.  The  reason 
given  was  that  the  crown  had  not  been 
able  to  prepare  its  case. 


Bowl  in  London 

London,  Ont. — London  theatre  employes 
are  going  to  see  which  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness has  the  most  on  the  ball.  They  are 
organizing  a bowling  league,  to  operate 
this  winter.  Teams  will  be  entered  by 
the  managers,  assistant  managers,  opera- 
tors and  ushers. 


Power  in  "Blood  and  Sand" 

Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox  will  remake 
“Blood  and  Sand”  with  Tyrone  Power. 
Rudolph  Valentino  starred  in  the  silent 
version  of  the  Blasco  Ibanez  story. 
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Selling  Saat5 


Into  Period  Furniture  lor  "The  Howards" — 


The  Warner  publicity  department  in  Washington  utilized  the  colonial  furni- 
ture in  ‘‘The  Howards  of  Virginia”  to  arrange  this  loindow  display  in  the 
W.  & J.  Sloan  furyiiture  store  illustrating  furniture  popular  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary period.  The  tieup  was  with  the  Earle  Theatre. 


All  Publicity  Media  Is 
Used  to  Sell  "Ramparts" 


Atlanta  — Progressive  newspaper  ads, 
screenings,  radio  broadcasts,  tabloid  dis- 
tribution and  lobby  displays  were  all  part 
of  Paramount  Theatre  Manager  E.  E. 
Whittaker’s  campaign  for  “Ramparts  We 
Watch.” 

In  the  papers,  teasers  ran  a week  in 
advance  of  opening.  A large  ad  was  used 
the  Sunday  before  opening,  a build-up  and 
then  an  opening  ad,  carrying  a message 
regarding  the  “Baptism  of  Fire”  ending. 

Screenings  for  the  press  and  a preview 
for  the  Better  Films  Committee  brought 
space  in  editorial  columns  and  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  section  of  the  dailies.  The 
Better  Films  Committee  sent  out  500  let- 
ters to  representative  persons  in  the  city. 

Ten  thousand  tabloids  were  distributed 
house  to  house  and  in  parked  cars.  One 
thousand  buttons  were  distributed  to  thea- 
tre patrons  a week  in  advance. 

Two  24-sheets  were  mounted  in  the 
Paramount  lobby  together  with  two  sets 
of  Life  one-sheets.  On  the  opening  day 
a gigantic  “A”  board  bally  was  used  on  the 
streets  with  a parade  of  the  American 
Legion  Fife  and  Drum  Corps.  A recruit- 
ing station  was  set  up  in  the  lobby  along 
with  a .75  gun  and  an  armored  car. 


Newspaper  Contest  lor 
"Howards  of  Virginia' 

Cleveland — Manager  Ed  Miller  and  the 
Plain  Dealer  tied  up  in  a “How  Well  Do 
You  Know  Your  America”  for  “The  How- 
ards of  Virginia,”  currently  playing  the 
Hippodrome,  with  prizes  of  $10.00  in  cash 
and  50  pairs  of  tickets.  Bookmarks  were 
given  out  at  the  public  library  six  weeks 
in  advance  of  release,  and  six  leading 
bookstores  gave  them  out  one  week  in  ad- 
vance. An  electric  sign  over  a building  at 
an  important  business  intersection  flashed 
the  name  of  the  picture  and  theatre  once 
every  minute.  Radio  station  WGAR  broad- 
cast spot  announcements.  The  invitational 
screening  of  the  picture  several  weeks  ago 
with  Director  Frank  Lloyd  present,  created 
a lot  of  word-of-mouth  advertising. 


Public  Gets  a Peek 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — Manager  Morris  Ro- 
senthal was  on  hand  with  press  photogra- 
phers when  the  mayor  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
wired  congratulations  to  the  mayor  of 
Bridgeport  during  the  run  of  “Boys  From 
Syracuse”  at  the  Majestic  here. 


Philadelphia — An  invitation  to  his  pat- 
rons and  to  the  neighborhood  to  adopt  an 
underprivileged  child  to  the  extent  of  a 
ticket  to  a kiddie  matinee  is  paying  note- 
worthy dividends  to  Dave  Seaman  of  the 
Forum  Theatre. 

Seaman  has  printed  up  books  of  “Kid- 
die Checks”  and  has  interested  several 
prominent  people  in  the  neighborhood  to 
purchase  these  tickets  to  give  to  poor  kids 
to  attend  the  matinees  at  the  Forum.  He 
made  the  first  purchase  of  ten  directly 
from  the  stage  when  he  announced  the 


Find  Ready  Cooperation 
For  "Boom  Town"  Runs 

Ottawa — At  the  behest  of  Dewey  Bloom, 
M-G-M’s  Canadian  promotion  representa- 
tive, the  Citizen,  Ottawa  daily,  cooperated 
with  the  booking  of  “Boom  Town”  at  Ray 
Tubman’s  Capitol  with  a feature  story  ty- 
ing in  Ottawa  as  Canada’s  “Boom  Town.” 

The  feature  listed  the  current  indica- 
tions of  the  city’s  expansion  in  the  form 
of  factories  and  government  buildings,  and 
reprinted  congratulatory  wires  from  “Boom 
Town”  cast  members.  A “Boom  Town” 
week  was  declared  by  the  aldermen  and 
merchants  tied  in  with  specials. 


Blow-Ups  From  Mag  Articles 

New  York  — Articles  on  the  Donald 
Duck  Doodle,  a dance  originated  from  the 
antics  in  “Donald  Steps  Out,”  appear  in 
Click  Magazine,  Walt  Disney’s  Comics,  and 
in  Song  Hits.  The  articles  are  appropriate 
for  lobby  blowups. 


idea  to  his  audience. 

Merchants  in  the  neighborhood  are  co- 
operating as  are  the  patrons.  His  entire 
staff  is  equipped  with  the  kiddie  checks. 
A large  lobby  display  urges  “Adopt  a poor 
kiddie  with  a kiddie  check  for  a Forum 
Theatre  kiddie  matinee.  Let’s  show  that 
American  spirit  and  spread  happiness.” 

Stories  are  being  sent  to  all  newspa- 
pers and  to  all  radio  stations  and  wom- 
en’s clubs.  Letters  also  are  going  to  the 
Boy  Scouts  and  to  the  American  Legion. 


Coloring  Contest  Sells 
"Strike  Up  the  Band" 

Albany — A youngsters’  coloring  contest 
of  Mickey  Rooney-Judy  Garland  sketches 
was  successfully  employed  by  Manager 
Alex  Sayles  to  advertise  “Strike  Up  the 
Band”  during  a week’s  run  at  the  Palace. 

The  local  paper  ran  a series  of  drawings 
of  the  two  stars  in  various  poses.  Boys 
and  girls  16  years  of  age  or  under  were 
invited  to  color  the  sketches  with  crayon 
or  paint.  A daily  prize  of  five  dollars  was 
awarded  to  the  entry  judged  best. 

The  name  and  address  of  each  winner, 
with  those  of  three  receiving  honorable 
mention,  were  printed  every  day  under  an- 
other sketch  to  be  colored  in.  Space  two 
columns  wide  and  seven  inches  deep  was 
allotted  the  sketching  contest.  The  pic- 
ture’s title  and  theatre  were  included  in 
copy.  Entries  were  mailed  to  the  paper. 


Drawing  Contest 

New  York — A novelty  drawing  contest 
in  RKO  Newsette,  a fan  paper  giveaway, 
was  a phase  of  “Lucky  Partners”  exploita- 
tion for  RKO  houses  here.  A series  of 
numbers  starting  with  one  were  outlined 
and  when  traced  successively  formed  the 
heads  of  the  co-stars  of  “Lucky  Partners.” 
Decision  of  the  judges  was  based  on  cor- 
rectness and  neatness. 


A Fur  Show 

Schenectady,  N.  Y. — The  Plaza,  a Fa- 
bian second  run,  staged  a fur  fashion  re- 
view in  cooperation  with  a local  merchant. 
Music  was  provided  by  the  theatre  or- 
ganist. Extra  newspaper  space  advertised 
the  show. 


Philanthropy  and  Profit 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Selling  Seats 


Campaign  Built  for 
"Argentine  Way" 


New  Haven — A special  meeting  of  Loew- 
Poli  managers,  presided  over  by  Oscar  A. 
Doob,  Loew  publicity  chief,  and  Rodney 
Bush,  20th-Fox  publicity  manager,  evolved 
the  following  selling  suggestions  for  “Down 
Argentine  Way,”  which  the  circuit  has  spot 
booked. 

1.  Dress  ushers  in  gaucho  costume  a 
week  in  advance  and  current  with  the 
showing.  Costume  should  have  full  trous- 
ers, colorful  blouses  and  gay  neckerchief, 
and  if  possible,  a sombrero. 

2.  Conduct  a rhumba-conga  and  tango 
contest  on  the  stage.  Promote  a local 
dance  band  and  obtain  the  cooperation  of 
radio  and  newspaper.  Promote  prizes  for 
the  winners.  In  connection  with  the  con- 
test, a radio  station  may  be  tied  in  by 
contributing  several  15-minute  programs 
of  rhumba-conga  music  with  an  announce- 
ment that  listeners  can  practice  those 
dances  at  home  to  get  ready  for  and  par- 
ticipate in  the  contest. 

3.  Invite  a local  dancing  teacher  to  give 
rhumba-conga  instructions  in  the  lobby 
during  the  week  the  picture  is  playing. 
Reciprocate  with  a credit  card  in  the  lobby 
for  the  dancing  school. 

4.  As  a lobby  display  use  the  24-sheet 
or  6-sheet  with  the  dancing  girl  figures. 
Build  up  the  display  with  the  drums, 
gourds  and  other  musical  instruments  used 
by  the  conga-rhumba  bands.  Conceal  a 
repeating  phonograph  in  the  background 
to  play  appropriate  music. 

5.  Make  window  tieups  with  department 
and  specialty  stores  to  display  costume 
jewelry,  worn  abundantly  by  Carmen  Mi- 
randa in  the  film.  Stills  481-118  or  481- 
66  are  suitable  for  beauty  shop  tieups. 
There  are  several  stills  depicting  new 
gowns  that  will  serve  well  for  window 
tieups. 

6.  There  are  eight  songs  in  the  picture. 
Have  orchestras  in  night  clubs  and  hotels 
plug  these.  The  recording  companies  are 
making  records  of  the  songs.  All  stores 
selling  records  should  be  contacted  for 
plugs  and  display  space. 

7.  Have  an  usher,  dressed  in  gaucho 
costume,  carry  a portable  phonograph 
through  the  streets.  At  various  points 
have  him  stop  and  play  recordings  of  the 
songs  in  the  picture.  On  the  inside  of  the 
phonograph  cover,  which  remains  open 
during  the  playing,  let  there  be  a card 
giving  theatre  copy  and  playdate. 

8.  Have  a college  boy  sleep  in  the  lobby 
overnight  in  order  to  be  the  first  to  buy 
a ticket  to  see  the  show.  This  must  be 
pre-arranged  and  have  the  boy  bring  a 
cot,  blankets,  alarm  clock,  electric  razor, 
portable  radio,  etc.  In  the  morning  when 
you  find  the  boy,  call  your  newspapers  and 
get  stories  and  pictures. 

9.  Freeze  a large  film  can  in  a cake  of 
ice.  Put  this  in  front  of  the  theatre  on 
opening  day  with  copy:  “We’re  cooling  off 
‘Down  Argentine  Way.’  That’s  how  hot 
the  picture  is.” 

10.  Hire  a girl  singer  and  put  her  in 
some  music  counter  to  sing  the  songs  from 


the  picture.  She  can  visit  several  stores. 
Where  a store  has  a music  counter  singer 
a couple  of  passes  should  bring  plugs  for 
the  songs. 

11.  Place  a life-size  cutout  of  Betty 
Grable  in  the  lobby  and  invite  patrons  to 
have  their  picture  taken  with  the  star. 
Have  several  of  the  pictures  taken  mount- 
ed on  a 40x60  and  placed  outside  when 
the  picture  opens.  Those  who  can  identify 
themselves  get  passes. 

12.  Many  radio  stations  have  a recorded 
dance  program  on  which  request  numbers 
are  played  when  a person  sends  a tele- 
gram to  the  station  during  the  program. 
Send  one  or  two  wires  each  day,  over  a 
period  of  three  or  four  days,  asking  that 
one  of  the  songs  from  the  picture  be 
played.  When  these  songs  are  played 
the  station  has  to  announce  that  such  and 
such  a song  is  from  the  motion  picture. 
Don’t  have  anyone  connected  with  the 
theatre  send  the  request  wire,  for  it  will 
kill  the  stunt.  Get  some  friend  to  send 
it  for  you  or  use  a friend’s  name.  Here’s 
a sample  wire: 

Will  you  play  “Doion  Argentine 
Way"  (or  other  titles)  for  Sam  Smith 
of  112  Main  Street  who  is  celebrat- 
ing his  birthday  today? — Ted  Jones. 

The  theatre  pays  for  these  wires. 


CITIZENS  WHY  SHOULD  WE 
WORRY  ABOUT 

CONSCRIPTION 

Think  What  BRIGHAM  YOUNG 
With  His  40  Wives  As  Draft 
Exemptions. 

and 

Yet  He  Was  Constanlly  At 

WAR 

With  His  Wives.  And  Responsible 
For  the  Safety  of  His  40,000 
Followers. 

in 

Their  Hazardous  Trek  Halfway 
Across 

U.  S.  A. 

See  This  Great  Historical  Story 
Portrayed  by  Tyrone  Power, 
Linda  Darnell  and  Mary  Astor,  at 
The  Paola  Theatre,  Sunday  and 
Monday,  September  22-23. 


Topical  Copy — 

The  above  was  throwaway  copy  on  the 
Paola  Theatre,  Paola,  Kansas,  book- 
ing of  “Brigham  Young — Frontiers- 
man.” Topics  that  today  hold  the  en- 
tire country’s  interest  catch  the  eye, 
and  lead  the  reader  on  to  learn  of  the 
theatre  program.  It’s  printed  on  col- 
ored 6x9  scrap. 


<?  ■ ■■■ 

: Design  American  : 

^ - j 

With  the  press  and  country  increasing- 
ly conscious  of  the  accent  on  American 
fashions,  and  the  originating  of  styles 
here,  an  exhibit  of  designs  by  local  artists, 
and  department  store  stylists,  in  your 
mezzanine  or  foyer,  should  make  it  a 
mecca  for  the  women  and  put  your  thea- 
tre right  in  the  groove  with  trends. 

The  sketches  could  be  numbered  and 
patrons  invited  to  vote  their  favorite. 
The  idea  could  be  extended  to  include  a 
cooperating  department  store  that  would 
agree  to  make  up  the  winning  design  or 
designs  into  a garment  to  be  displayed 
in  your  lobby  and  in  the  store  window. 
Woman’s  Page  editors  will  certainly  co- 
operate. 


Airplane  Rides  Offer 
Sells  Short  Subject 

Philadelphia — Twenty-four  free  air- 
plane rides  was  the  attraction  that  helped 
Dave  Seaman,  Forum,  put  over  the  War- 
ner short,  “Young  American  Flies.”  He 
had  the  support  of  five  weekly  neighbor- 
hood papers. 

Essay  contests  were  held  in  two  high 
schools.  The  U.  S.  Army  provided  six  reels 
of  special  aviation  pictures,  and  posted  an 
officer  in  the  lobby  to  answer  questions. 
The  Quaker  City  Air  Model  Club  sent  air- 
plane models  for  the  lobby  display,  as  did 
three  smaller  neighborhood  clubs. 

Receipts  hit  the  stratosphere. 


Phone  Call  Stunt 

Philadelphia — A stunt  of  Eddie  Moore’s 
at  the  Capitol,  pulled  for  “Boom  Town” 
but  suitable  for  any  offering:  Calls  are 
made  to  hotels,  department  stores  and  oth- 
er places  employing  a number  of  people. 
When  the  phone  is  answered  the  question 
is  “When  Is  ‘Boom  Town’  coming?  Usual 
response  is  an  inquiry  as  to  whom  is  be- 
ing called,  and  this  paves  the  way  for 
the  second  plug — “Isn’t  this  the  Capitol 
Theatre?” 


Cartoon  Carnival 

Tacony,  Pa. — A cartoon  show,  sold  as 
the  “Biggest  Cartoon  Carnival  in  Ameri- 
ca,” brought  a packed  house  of  kids  to 
Bill  Lafferty’s  Liberty.  Heralds  and  a 
40x60  announced  the  event  which  was 
further  stimulated  by  a free  comic  book 
giveaway  and  50  passes  to  as  many  lucky 
kiddies. 


Cutouts  on  Drum 

Hartford — Cutouts  of  Mickey  Rooney 
and  Judy  Garland  atop  a large  drum  were 
used  as  a lobby  display  in  advance  of 
“Strike  Up  the  Band”  at  Loew’s  Poli,  by 
Jack  Simons.  The  display  was  so  illumi- 
nated as  to  give  the  impression  of  the 
drum  being  beaten. 


Planning  your  spook  show  for  HaL 
lowe’en?  It’s  on  Thursday,  October  31. 
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M U G G IE  T 

H ONE-CARD  trailer  inserted  in  sports- 
division  of  his  Fox  newsreel,  at  the  clip 
most  suitable,  racing;  football;  crew;  sold 
“Sporting  Blood”  for  R.  J.  Kenney,  man- 
ager of  the  Cosmo  in  Chicago.  The  trailer 
read:  “Coming  down  the  stretch  to  the 
Cosmo  Theatre,  Sunday,  October  13, 
‘Sporting  Blood.’  ” 

• 

Needing  some  rustic  wooden  frames  to 
hold  photos  and  other  advertising  in  store 
windows  cooperating  on  publicising  “North 
West  Mounted  Police,”  Larry  Graburn, 
manager  of  the  Capitol  at  Regina,  Sas- 
katchewan, interested  the  Boy  Scouts  in 
the  idea.  The  scouts  are  making  the 
frames  as  a handicraft  project  arid  the  best 
frame  will  get  a prize  donated  by  Graburn. 

• 

As  a street  ballyhoo  for  “He  Stayed  for 
Breakfast,”  Manager  Harold  Sachse  of  the 
Kiva  at  Slater,  Mo.,  had  a boy  walk  the 
streets  wearing  a barrel.  The  lad’s  pants 
were  rolled  up  and  copy  on  the  barrel, 
front  and  rear,  read:  “I  lost  my  pants 
when  I saw  Loretta  Young  and  Melvyn 
Douglas  in  (title  and  playdate  copy).” 

• 

A lobby  display  consisting  of  a steaming 
tea  kettle  on  a small  table,  was  placarded 
by  B.  J.  Bishop  of  the  Kansas  in  Par- 
sons, Kas.,  with  “We  are  all  steamed  up, 
and  so  will  you  be  when  you  see  ‘Andy 
Hardy  Meets  Debutante’ .”  The  steaming 
effect  was  obtained  by  promoting  some 
dry  ice  from  a local  drug  store  and  put- 
ting it  in  the  kettle  with  some  water. 

• 

The  comics  from  the  Sunday  paper  were 
posted  on  a one-sheet  by  Robert  Kennedy, 
manager  of  the  Symphony  in  Chicago,  to 
make  a display  for  “Blondie  Has  Servant 
Trouble.”  A card  read:  “See  your  favor- 
ite comics,  Blondie,  in  (title).” 

A young  man,  scouting  the  town  with 
lip  stick  marks  on  his  face  and  a plug  for 
the  film,  constituted  a street  bally  on  “No 
Time  for  Comedy”  for  Eddie  Moore  of  the 
Strand-York,  Philadelphia. 

o 

Loew-Poli  managers  in  New  England  are 
mounting  four  one-sheet  silk  screen  pro- 
cessed posters  on  coming  attractions,  on 
one  lobby  board,  rather  than  spotting  them 
around  separately.  A 10-foot  set  piece  is 
used.  Around  each  poster  is  a silver  frame 
and  each  is  mounted  on  a cream  color 
background,  with  a faint  spray  of  magenta 
around  the  border.  The  easel  board  is 
wine  color  and  a spotlight  tops  off  the 
whole  display. 

• 

Sets  of  cards,  plugging  “Boys  From  Syr- 
acuse,” were  sent  to  all  restaurants  and 
each  diner  was  asked  to  compare  cards 
with  his  neighbor.  If  they  matched,  a free 
guest  ticket  awaited  them  at  Stan  Ben- 
ford’s  Colonial  in  Philadelphia. 

• 

A return  matinee  showing  of  “Midsum- 
mer Night’s  Dream,”  as  a school  benefit, 
is  being  developed  by  David  Seaman  of  the 
Forum  in  Philadelphia. 


Book  Sale  Tie  for  “ATAHT" 

Hartford — A local  department  store  co- 
operated with  a special  book  sale  and  dis- 
plays in  its  book  department  during  the 
run  of  “All  This,  and  Heaven  Too”  in 
Manager  James  F.  McCarthy’s  Strand. 


Compliments  of  Warner's 

CAPITOL 

THEATRE 

You  Can  Reveal  the  Mystery  of  a 
Person's  Age 

Ask  the  person  to  point  to  all  the  col- 
umns in  which  his  age  appears.  As 
the  person  does  so  you  add  the  figures 
at  the  top  of  each  chosen  column.  The 
total  sum  is  the  age.  For  example,  Bill's 
age  is  in  columns  2,  3 and  4.  The  age 
is  14. 
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4 

8 

16 

32 

3 

3 
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9 

17 

33 
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6 
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10 
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34 

7 

7 
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10 

12 
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20 
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11 

11 
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21 
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38 

15 

15 

15 
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39 
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40 
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21 
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41 

21 

22 

22 

26 
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42 

23 

23 

23 

27 

27 

43 
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26 
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44 

27 

27 
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45 
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30 

30 

30 

30 

50 

31 
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33 

34 

36 

40 

48 

35 

35 
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41 

49 

37 

38 

38 

42 

50 

39 

39 

39 

43 

41 

42 

•44 

44 

43 

43 

45 

45 

45 

50 

Here's  a Number — 

The  above  is  the  copy  for  a throwaway 
card  suggested  by  Charles  H.  Ryan, 
editor  of  the  Warner  exploitation 
bulletin  in  the  Chicago  zone.  It’s  a 
throwaway  that  Ryan  rightfully  says 
“will  be  kept  by  the  receiver.”  Your 
ad  on  the  back. 


Simple,  Eiiective — 

Simplicity  of  design  features  this 
eight-foot  set  piece  in  the  lobby  of 
Warner’s  Troy  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  man- 
aged by  Leo  Rosen. 


Double  Bill  Spook  Show 
A Proiitable  Venture 

Philadelphia — Gratifying  grosses  were 
garnered  by  Roland  Haynes  of  the  War- 
ner circuit  here  with  a double  feature 
comedy-spook  show. 

Blurbs  on  40x60’s  read:  “Double 
feature — Spooks-a-poppin’  button-busting, 
side-splitting,  hair-raising,  jaw-cracking 
show!” 

A special  two-frame  trailer  brought  the 
idea  closer  to  the  patrons.  Neighborhood 
papers  and  the  dailies  relayed  the  event 
to  the  public. 


A Circuit's  Seat  Selling — 

The  neon-bedecked  truck  used  by  the  Griffith  circuit  to  advertise  its  cur- 
rent roadshowing  of  “When  the  Daltons  Rode”  in  40  Oklahoma  and  Texas 
panhandle  towns.  The  title  of  the  picture  is  spelled  out  in  neon  letters  18 
inches  high  and  is  encircled  by  a blue  neon  border  which  flashes  on  and  off. 
The  side  of  the  truck  is  outlined  in  white  neon  and  the  cab  is  trimmed  in 
red  and  green.  The  sign  on  the  side  of  the  truck  is  an  oil  painting  on 
canvas  and  is  not  a cutout  from  a 24,-sheet.  Red  neon  tubing  at  the  mouth 
of  the  guns  simulates  gunfire  by  intermittent  flashes. 

The  truck  is  equipped  with  a llQ-volt  generator  which  operates  the  neon 
and  also  a loudspeaker  system,  which  from  the  driver’s  seat,  carries  play- 
date  announcements  and  plays  music.  The  truck  also  carries  four  wax 
figures  of  the  Dalton  gang  and  a collection  of  pioneer  pistols,  which  make 
up  lobby  displays  in  the  various  theatres. 
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YOUR  GRACIOUS  HOST 
FROM  COAST  TO  COAST 


The  Gotham 


The  jOrahc 


The^lachstone 


TheTouin  fiousc 


GelleuieuiGiltmore 


A>S>KIRKEBY/  Managing  Director 


KIRKEBy 

HOTELS 


Message  From  the  Manager — 

The  two  display  boards  that  Manager  Artie  Cohn  of  the  Warner  Roosevelt 
used  in  Philadelphia  to  advertise  “My  Love  Came  Back.”  Copy  on  the  sign 
at  the  left  reads:  “I’ll  stake  my  reputation  that  you'll  enjoy  this,  love, 
laugh,  musical  hit!  ‘My  Love  Came  Back.’  It’s  a happy,  breezy,  swell  show. 
I predict  the  season’s  biggest  crowds  will  say,  thanks,  Warner  Bros. — The 
manager.”  The  board  on  the  right  reads:  “Will  you  do  me  a favor,  please? 
Just  to  prove  to  Mr.  Warner  that  Roosevelt  patrons  do  appreciate  excel- 
lent, romantic  comedies  like  ‘My  Love  Came  Back,’  and  that  we  want  more 
like  it,  after  you  see  it  drop  me  a card  telling  me  how  much  you  enjoyed  it, 
and  I’ll  forward  same  to  Mr.  Warner  in  Hollywood.  Thanks.  Artie  Cohn, 
manager.” 


Bob  Burns  Bally — 

A placarded  car,  with  three  bearded 
gentlemen  in  front  and  a dog  m the 
rear  seat,  costumed  after  the  char- 
acters in  “Cornin'  Round  the  Moun- 
tain,” cruised  about  Reading,  Pa.,  as 
a street  ballyhoo  for  the  film  at  Man- 
ager Paul  E.  Glase's  Embassy  Theatre. 


Sport  Page  Uses  Fight  Photo 

Kansas  City — A photo  of  the  Gable- 
Tracy  battle  in  “Boom  Town”  was  good 
for  two  columns  in  the  sports  section  of 
the  Journal.  The  photo  was  planted  by 
John  McManus,  Loew’s  Midland  manager. 

(t 

Seek  Most  Popular 
High  School  Girl 

Washington,  D.  C. — A quest  for  the 
city's  most  popular  high  school  girl, 
judged  by  the  number  of  fraternity  pins 
she  has  gathered,  is  part  of  the  Capi- 
tol Theatre's  campaign  for  "Strike  Up 
the  Band.''  The  contest  is  conducted 
through  a newspaper  and  a "surprising 
and  suitable  reward  by  M-G-M"  is  prom- 
ised the  winner. 

J 


Short  on  Flying  Accorded 
Exploitation  Attention 

Philadelphia — Special  attention  was  ac- 
corded a short  dealing  with  flying,  “Young 
America  Plies,”  by  Marty  Aninsman  of 
the  Leader,  and  his  assistant,  Dave  Fish- 
man. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  a lobby 
display  consisting  of  a huge  Hamilton 
standard  propeller,  some  U.  S.  war  de- 
partment air  craft  instruments,  and  an 
airplane. 

A model  airplane  contest  was  promoted 
with  an  air  ride  for  two  as  major  prizes. 
Local  papers  gave  support. 


"Wanted"  Signs 

Junction  City,  Kas. — Five  thousand  silk 
screen  processed  heads  of  Henry  Fonda  as 
Prank  James,  with  copy  reading;  “Want- 
ed— Pi’ank  James,  Junction  Theatre, 
Soon,”  were  posted  on  telephone  posts, 
sheds  and  garages  in  the  town  and  in 
surrounding  territory  by  Manager  John 
Sanders  three  weeks  in  advance  of  his 
run  of  “The  Return  of  Frank  James.” 


Mountie  to  Schools 

Chicago — A tall  usher,  dressed  in  a red 
and  blue  Mountie’s  uniform,  paraded  the 
school  areas  during  lunch  hours  and  af- 
ter school,  with  a muslin  sign  on  his  back: 
“He  gets  his  man  in  ‘River’s  End’  Ogden 
Theatre.”  The  Mountie  passed  out  mimeo- 
graphed plugs  to  the  kids,  announcing  a 
Saturday  matinee.  The  stimt  is  Manager 
John  P.  Field’s. 


Oil  Stations  Cooperate 

Cumberland,  Md. — A local  chain  of  oil 
stations  used  one-sheets  on  both  sides  of 
their  station  platform  “A”  boards,  during 
Dick  Schuette’s  booking  of  “Boom  Town” 
at  the  Maryland. 
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BOXOFFICE 


October  12,  1940 


"PASTOR  HALL"  LEADS  WEEK'S  FILM  EOCK 


CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — House  of  Seven  Gables  (Univ), 

1st  half  

Broadway-— I Was  an  Adventuress  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  half  90 

Carolina — Spring-  Parade  (Univ),  1st  half 90 

Carolina — Hrigham  Young — Frontiersman 

(20th-Fox),  2nd  half  90 

Imperial — The  Kainparts  We  Wateli  (RKO)...100 

State— Hoys  of  the  City  (Mono),  1st  part 100 

State — The  Saint  Takes  Over  (RKO),  2ncl  part.  90 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Pastor  Hall  (UA)  260 

Chicago — Sea  Hawk  (WB)  100 

Garrick — Hangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t) 70 

Oriental — Phantom  Sea  Haider  (Para’t) 135 

Palace-'Hired  Wife  (Univ);  Mummy’s  Hand 

(Univ)  

Roosevelt — The  Great  Profile  (20th-Fox) 95 

State- Lake — Hlondie  Has  Servant  Trouble 

(Col)  100 

ITnited  Artists — Hoorn  Town  (M-G-M),  Ith  wk.  85 

CINCINNATI 

Alhee — Spring  Parade  (Univ)  110 

Capitol — Howards  of  ■\'irginia  (Col),  2nd  wk...  85 
Grand — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB),  3rfl  wk. ..  90 

Keith’s — Haunted  H(uieymooii  (M-G-M) 90 

liyric — Money  and  the  AV<unan  (WB).  4 days.  . 75 

Palace — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA)  115 

Shuhert — City  for  Conquest  (WB),  2nd  wk 90 


CLEVELAND 

Allen — He  Stayed  for  Hreakfast  (Col),  2nd  wk.  .100 


Hippodrome — The  Howards  of  A’irginia  (Col)..  100 

Lake — Pastor  Hall  (UA),  2nd  wk 85 

Palace — Oulcy  (M-G-M),  plus  Ken  Murray, 

Carole  Landis  and  vaude  on  stage 100 

State — Hhythni  on  the  River  (Para’t) 80 

Stillman — Hoorn  Town  (M-G-M),  3rd  ■\\'k 160 


DALLAS 

Capitol- — The  Mummy’s  Hand  (Univ),  1st  half.  100 


Capitol — Fugitive  From  a Prison  Camp  (Col), 

2nd  half  90 

Majestic — City  for  Comiuest  (WB) 120 

Palace — Spring  Parade  (Univ)  110 

Rialto — Tom  I?rown’s  School  Days  (RKO), 

1st  half  85 

Rialto — Cornin’  Hound  the  Moui*tain  (Para’t), 

2nd  half  95 

Tower — The  Westerner  (UA),  2nd  wk 110 


DENVER 

Aladdin — Hrigham  Young — Frontiersman 

(20lli-Fox).  after  wk.  at  neiivci- 120 

Broadway — Hoorn  ’I’owii  (M-G-M).  2iid  wk. 

after  2 wks.  at  (Jrpheuni  115 

Denham-  (hiarterhaek  (Para't).  6 days 55 

Denver — Foreign  Correspomleiit  (liA);  Gay 

Caballero  (20th-Fox)  125 

Ori)heum — Wyoming  (M-G-M) ; thn*en  of 

Destiny  (RKO)  115 

Paramount — Girl  From  Avenue  A (20th-Fox); 

So  You  Won’t  Talk  (Col)  120 

Rialto— -He  Stayed  for  Hreakfast  (Col);  The 
lyioii  Has  AVings  (UA),  after  a wk.  at  each 
the  Denver  and  Aladdin  120 


DETROIT 

Adams — The  Howards  of  A’irginia  (Col),  after 
wk.  at  Fox;  Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox) . 100 
Cinema — Mile.  Ma  Mere  (SR);  School  for  Hus- 
bands (SR),  2nd  wk 125 

Fox- — Hired  AVife  (Univ);  Slightly  Tempted 

(Univ)  100 

Michigan — AVyoming  (M-G-M);  Dance,  Girl, 

Danee  (RKO)  .130 

Palms-State — .Strange  Cargo  (M-G-M);  Dr. 
Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M),  after  wk.  at 

Michigan  90 

tinited  Artists — Strike  IFp  the  Hand  (M-G-M); 
(Toss  Country  Romanee  (RKO)  120 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Diirang:,,  Kid  (Col);  I Take  This 

Oath  (PRC)  80 

Circle — The  Muiiiiiiy’s  Hand  (Univ);  Arjjen- 

tine  Nights  (Univ)  100 

Indiana — Spring  Parade  (Univ);  Men  Against 

the  Sky  (RKO)  80 

Loew’s — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M);  The 

Secret  Seven  (Col)  200 

Lyric — Up  in  the  Air  (Mono),  plus  Ozzie 

Nelson  and  orcliestra  95 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Kaniparts  We  Watch  (RKO) 125 

Mklland — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M); 

The  Secret  Seven  (Col)  140 

Newman — I Want  a Divorce  (Para’t) 100 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Pastor  Hall — 

Chicago  260 

Strike  Up  the  Band — 

Indianapolis  200 

Los  Angeles  175 

Boom  Town — 

Cleveland  160 

Philadelphia  160 

Pittsburgh  160 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Gone  With  the  AVind,  42nd  wk.,  New  York 
City. 

Foreign  Correspondent,  6th  wk.,  New 
York  City. 

Ihiom  Town,  4th  wk.,  Minneaviolis;  3r<l 
wk.,  Cleveland,  Pittsburgli. 

No  Time  for  Comedy,  3id  wk.,  Cincin- 
nati. 

Kiimparts  AVe  AVatcli,  3rd  wk.,  Minne- 
apolis. 


Orpheum — Money  and  the  AVoman  (WB); 

Men  Against  the  Sky  (RKO)  70 

Tower- — Tear  (ias  Squad  (WB),  plus  Dusty 

Rhodes  orchestra  on  stage  90 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  110 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Strike  ftp  the  Hand  (M-G-M) 160 

Downtown — All  This,  and  Heaven  Too  (FN)...140 

Four  Star — Foreign  (’orrespondent  (UA) 150 

H illstreet-  -He  Stayed  for  lireakfasi  (Col), 

2n(l  wk.;  tJirls  of  the  Hoad  (Col)  90 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  140 

Pantuges — Same  as  Ilill.street  90 

Paramount-  Hangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t),  3 
(lays  uf  2nd  wk.;  'The  (iiiartei’ba<'U  (Para’t), 

plus  .Judy  Canova  on  stage  140 

State — Same  as  (Tiiiiese  175 


MILWAUKEE 

I’alare — Tlie  Howards  of  Virginia  (Col); 

Pier  (20th-Fox)  125 

Riverside — Slightly  Tempted  (Univ),  plus 

Toinm.v  Tucker  on  stage  180 

Strand — Boom  Town  (M-G-M);  (ioldeii 

Fleecing  (M-G-M)  110 

Warner — Kit  Carson  (UA);  Dance,  Girl, 

Dance  (RKO)  90 

Wisconsin — Strike  Up  tlie  Baml  (M-G-M); 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M)  150 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Alvin — Crooked  Hoad  (Rep),  plus  stage  show..  80 
Aster— Hlondie  Ifas  Servant  Trouble  (Col); 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M)  100 

Century — Hoorn  Town  (M-G-M).  4th  wk 100 

Esquire — Lost  Horizon  (Col),  reissue,  2nd  wk.  .100 
Gopher — Coinin’  Hound  the  Mountain  (Para’t).  95 
Orpheum — AVyoming  (M-G-M).  plus  Laurel  & 

Hardy  on  stage  125 

State— Strike  Up  the  Hand  (M-G-M) 150 

World — Ramparts  AVe  Watehi  (RKO).  3rd  wk.  .100 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Young  People  (20th-Fox);  Public  Deb 


No.  1 (20th-Fox)  50 

Loew-Poli — Strike  the  Hand  (M-G-M); 

Charlie  Chan  at  the  AA'ax  Museum  (20th- 

Fox)  135 

Paramount — Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t); 

Sandy  Is  a l..ady  (Univ)  115 

Roger  Sherman — No  Time  for  Comed.v  (WB); 

Men  Against  the  Sky  (RKO)  120 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — The  Golden  Fleecing  (M-G-M) 95 

Globe — My  Love  Came  Ha<*k  (FN) 90 

Liberty — Hired  AV’ife  (Univ)  85 

Loew’s — Strike  Up  the  Hand  (M-G-M) 125 


Orpheum — Howards  of  Virginia  (Col) 140 

Saenger — I AVant  a Div<irce  (Para’t)  130 

Tudor — Return  of  Frank  James  (20th-Fox) . . . 100 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor— Gone  AA’ith  the  AVind  (M-G-M), 

42nd  wk 100 

Capitol — Strike  Up  (he  liand  (M-G-M) 125 

Criterion — Coinin’  Hound  the  Mountain 

(Para't).  2 days  45 

Criterion — Goo<ll>ye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

balance  of  week  85 

Globe— Pastor  Hall  (UA).  2na  wk 115 

Paramount — Hangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t), 

plus  stage  show,  2nd  wk 100 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Howards  of  A^irginia 

(Col),  plus  stage  show  100 

Rialto — Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Aluseiim 

(20th-Fox)  90 

Rivoli — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA),  51h  wk...ll5 

Roxy — Hrigliam  Young — Frontiersman  (20th- 

(Fox),  plus  stage  sliow,  2nd  wk 90 

Strand — City  for  Conquest  (WB),  plus  stage 

show  110 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — The  Hoys  From  Syracuse  (Univ)....  85 
Liberty — Love,  Honor  and  Oh,  ISaliy  (I^niv); 

Curtain  Call  (RKO)  100 

Midwest — Hrigham  Young — Frontiersman 

(20th-Fox)  100 

State— The  Howards  of  A'irginia  (Col),  2nd  wk. . 80 
Warner — Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor  (RKO); 
Married  and  in  Love  (RKO)  95 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — The  Great  McGinty  (Para’t);  Men 

Agaiii.st  the  Sky  (RKO)  110 

Omaha — City  for  Coiupiest  (WB)  ; Mystery 

Sea  Haiders  (Para’t)  150 

(drpheum — Hired  Wife  (XTniv),  plus  Blue  Barron 
orchestra  on  stage  100 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M)  70 

Boyd — Hrigham  Young — Frontiersman 

(20th-Fox)  85 

Earle — Dr.  Kildare  (ioes  Home  (M-G-M), 

plus  George  Jessel  stage  show  120 

Fox — City  tor  Conquest  (WB),  2nd  wk 105 

Karlton — The  Howards  of  Virginia  (Col), 

2nd  run  100 

Keith’s — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA),  2nd  run,  135 

Stanley — The  Westerner  (UA)  105 

Stanton — Boom  Town  (M-G-M),  2nd  rnn 160 


PITTSBURGH 

Alvin-  He  Stayed  for  Hreakfast  (Col),  2nd  wk. . 60 


Harry — Hoys  of  the  City  (Mono);  Fugitive 

From  a Prison  Camp  ((k>l)  80 

I'Tilton — Hrigham  Young — Frontiersman 

(20th-Fox)  100 

Penii^ — The  AVesteriier  (UA)  105 

Ritz — Men  Against  the  Sky  (RK(d);  Aloney 

and  the  AV'^oman  (WB)  50 

Stanley^ — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB) 100 

Warner — Hooin  Town  (M-G-M),  3rd  d.  t.  wk...l60 


PROVIDENCE 

Alhee — Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO);  Tom 

Hrown’s  School  Days  (RKO)  90 

Carlton— Foreign  Correspondent  (UA) ; Golden 

Fleecing  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 110 

Majestic — Hrigham  Young — Frontiersman 

(20th-Fox);  Public  Deb  No.  1 ( 20th-Fox)  . . . . 90 
State — Howards  of  A’irginia  (Col);  Cross  Coun- 
try Romanee  (RKO)  80 

Strand — Hangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t);  Hloinlie 
Has  Servant  Trouble  (Col)  55 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — Mad  Men  of  Europe  (Col) ; I Can’t 


Give  You  Anything  But  Love  (Univ) 125 

Centre — The  Howards  of  A’irginia  (Col) 125 

Paramount — Kit  Carson  (UA)  125 

Rialto — Lucky  Partners  (RKO)  100 

Studio — Hooin  Town  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 115 

Utah — ’rhe  Hoys  From  SyTacuse  (Univ) 90 

SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse- — Hooin  Town  (M-G-M),  4th  wk. ...  90 
Fifth  Avenue — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 100 

Palomar — Girl  From  God’s  Country  (Rep); 

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep),  plus  stage 

show  90 

Liberty — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA),  2nd  wk.  .100 
Music  Box — Hired  AA’ife  (Univ);  Gay  Cabal- 
lero (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 90 

Orpheum — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB); 

South  to  Karanga  (Univ)  100 

Paramount — Spring  Parade  (Univ);  The 

Quarterback  (Univ)  100 
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Columbia 

Beware,  Spooks! 

Columbia  doesn’t  seem  to  be  able  to  make 
Joe  E.  Brown  click  like  Warners.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  30-15. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,880.  Ca- 
pacity: 450. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Til- 
bury, Ont. 

Doctor  Takes  a Wife 

Played  with  Paramount’s  “Opened  by 
Mistake’’  and  were  two  swell  pictures.  Last 
day  of  fair  and  it  rained,  thus  helping  us. 
A shame  so  many  missed  these  two  dan- 
dies. Fri.,  Sat.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  2,500. — W.  H.  Hib- 
bert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan,  Ore. 
Lone  Star  Pioneers 

As  westerns  go,  above  average.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Fine.  Admission:  30-15.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,880.  Capacity: 
450. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Two  Girls  on  Broadway 

Personally  I enjoyed  this  type  of  enter- 
tainment. It  drew  very  well  for  a Wednes- 
day-Thursday  show.  Weather:  Warm.  Ad- 
mission: 30-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,500. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and 
Gay-Way,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

Susan  and  God 

A lot  of  tripe.  All  well  and  good,  true 
to  life  sometimes,  but  no  one  wants  to  be 


There  are  two  ways  of  using  machin- 
ery. One  is:  hope  to  high  heaven  noth- 
ing goes  wrong— and  when  it  does— tun 
a high  blood  pressure  getting  it  fixed. 
The  other  way:  let  experts  keep  it  in 
top-hole  condition  all  of  the  time. 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  BoxOF- 
FicE.  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


reminded  of  it.  Poor  Joan  Crawford,  poor 
stories  have  killed  her.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  2,500. — W.  H.  Hib- 
bert, Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan, 
Ore. 

Monogram 

Sky  Patrol 

Just  fair.  Not  modern  enough  in  this 
rapid  age.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
sion: 30-15.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
1,880.  Capacity:  450. — Harland  Rankin, 
Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont. 

Wolf  Call 

Divided  opinion.  Did  average  business. 
Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Cool.  Admission: 
30-15.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,880. 
Capacity:  450. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza, 
Tilbury,  Ont. 

Paramount 

Buck  Benny  Rides  Again 

By  far  the  best  so  far.  Rochester  was 
swell  and  supporting  cast  very  good.  Grand 


That’s  what  smart  showmen  do  about 
projection  room  equipment.  They  pro- 
tect themselves,  all  of  the  time,  with  an 
Altec  sound  service  agreement  and  an 
Altec  booth  partsagreement.  Sounds  like 
sense,doesn't  it.’  Change  to  Altectoday! 


dances,  good  business.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  2,500. — W.  H.  Hib- 
bert, Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan, 
Ore. 

Ghost  Breakers 

Well  received.  Drew  lots  of  children  and 
adults  enjoyed  thrills  too.  Bob  Hope  and 
Paulette  Goddard  well  liked  combination. 
Hope  they  don’t  run  them  ragged.  Fri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  30-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,500. — W.  H. 
Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan, 
Ore. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Maryland 

Some  liked  it  and  some  didn’t;  it  is  a 
good  show  nevertheless.  If  you  happen  to 
run  a colored  theatre,  it  is  just  what  the 
doc  ordered  for  you.  Colored  players  stole 
the  show.  Few  white  actors  don’t  mean  a 
thing.  Advertise  it  “All-Colored  Star  Cast,” 
and  you  won’t  make  a mistake.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Rural  patronage. — Steve  Chorak,  Etna, 
Etna,  Cal 
Shooting  High 

The  worse  Autry  I have  ever  seen.  No 
draw  second  day.  They  wanted  to  know 
where  Smiley  Burnette  was.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,150.  Capacity: 
300. — Lester  Meyer,  Strand,  Chillicothe, 
Tex. 

Star  Dust 

Weak  sister.  No  draw,  no  business.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Fine.  Admission:  25-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,150.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — Lester  Meyer,  Strand,  Chilli- 
cothe, lex. 

United  Artists 

House  Across  the  Bay 

Very  good.  Billed  with  “Florian”  which 
was  excellent  too.  Joan  Bennett  and 
George  Raf-  n ell  here.  Wed..  Thurs. 

Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  30-10  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  2.500. — W.  H.  Hib- 
bert, Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan,  Ore, 
Our  Town 

It  stinks  alway  through.  They  should 
have  knocked  off  that  stupid  commentator. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Rural  patronage. — Steve  Cho- 
rak, Etna,  Etna,  Cal. 

r,  — 

That  'itler  Fellow's 
To  Blame — 

Exhibitors — we  give  you  the  letter  as  it 
came  to  us: 

”1  am  having  'operator  trouble.'  I won- 
der what  other  exhibitors  would  do  in  my 
place.  It  goes  like  this: 

"My  projectionist  has  been  so  terribly 
worried  over  the  fact  that  he  is  single 
and  eligible  for  the  draft.  It  has  preyed 
upon  his  mind  to  the  extent  that  he  is 
no  longer  dependable.  Two  weeks  ago 
he  omitted  entirely  one  20-minute  reel 
of  the  feature;  he  takes  little  or  no  in- 
terest in  his  work,  and  this  week,  on  the 
best  night  we  have  had  for  months,  he 
re-plaved  eight  minutes  of  reel  No.  2 
following  reel  No.  4. 

"Will  exhibitors  and  operators  please 
advise  and  oblige." 

(Signed)  In  Doubt. 

J) 


JtLTEC 

250  West  57th  Street  • New  York  City 

CHANGE  TO  ALTEC  • A CHANGE  FOR  THE  BETTER 
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MISCEL 

Comedy  Al’ant 

Little  Miss  Molly 

(67) 

Maureen  O’Hara 

Mys.  Com.  Astc 

Crooked  Circle  ( . . 

ZaSu  Pitts 

X e 

e)  5 

o 2 

-3  a ffi  n 

o 1 

M’drama  Al’ani 

The  Terror  ( . . ) 

Wilfrid  Lawson 

M’drama  Astc 

Hell’s  Angels  (..) 

Jean  Harlow 

R — Jan.  27 

WARNER-F.  H. 

[Y|  Drama  FJf457 
'itory  of  Dr.  Ehr- 
lich’s Magric  Bul- 
let (101) 

Bdw.  G.  Robinson 

R — Feb.  10 

pi^  Comedy  FN465 

Three  Cheers  for 

, the  Irish  (98) 

'D.  Morgan-P.  Lane 

R— Mar.  16 

1^  Drama  WB404 

Virginia  City  (120) 

Erroi  Flynn 

Miriam  Hopkins 

R— Mar.  23 

[U  Com.  Dr.  WB497 

It  All  Came  True 

(97) 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

Vun  Sheridan 

K — Mar.  30 

[13]  O’d’r  Md.  ■WB422 

King  of  the  Lum- 

berjacks (69) 

John  Payne 

Gloria  Dickson 

R— Feb.  24 

Drama  FN466 

’Til  We  Meet  Again 

(98) 

Merle  Oberon 

George  Brent 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — Apr.  13 

It]  Com.  Dr.  rN468 

■Vii  Angel  From 

Texas  (69) 

Wayne  Morris 

Eddie  Albert 

Rosemary  Lane 

R— Apr.  20 
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ts  C3 
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35  S 1 
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gp]  Drama  WB416 

Saturday’s  Children 

(101);  R— Apr.  13 

John  (jarfield 

Ann  Shirley 

[i^  M’drama  FN46(i 

Flight  Angels  (74) 

Virginia  Bruce 

Wayne  Morris 

R— May  11 

--It  - ■-  4 ■■ 

UNIVERSAL 

|~l]  M’drama  403^1 
Doable  Alibi  (60) 
Wayne  Morris 
Margaret  Lindsay 
William  Gargan 

R — Mar.  2 

[8~|  M’drama  4025 
Zanzibar  (69) 

Lola  Lane 

James  Craig 

R — Mar.  30 

C? 

■Is 

O ***  S p ® 

ip«sr 

g Com.-Mus.  4001 

it’s  a Date  (102) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Kay  Francis 

Walter  Pidgeon 

R — Mar.  30 

© ^ . eH 
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M’drama  4013 

House  of  Seven 

Gables  (89) 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R— Mar.  9 

90 
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M’drama  4933 

Enemy  Agent  (61) 

Richard  Cromwell 

R— Mar.  30 

Musical  4005 

If  I Had  My  Way 

(94) 

K— May  4 

|10|  Action  Dr.  4031 

Sid  Patrol  (64) 

Lull  Deste 

R — May  11 

gr]  Comedy  4015 

Alias  the  Deacon 

(73);  R— May  4 

Bob  Burns 

Mischa  Auer 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

[Y]  Melodrama 
House  Across  the 
Bay  (88) 

Joan  Bennett 

Geo.  Raft 

R_Mar.  2 

1 

g Drama 

My  Son,  My  Sob 
(115)  ; R— Mar.  16 
Brian  Aherne 
Madeleine  Carroll 

Comedy 

©Over  the  Moon 

(78) 

Merle  Oberon 

Rex  Harrison 

R— Jan.  27 

^ Fantasy 

dae  MUlton  B.  C. 

(78) 

Lon  Chaney  Jr. 

Carroll  Landis 

K — Apr.  13 

g Drama 

UKebeeca  (127) 

Laurence  Olivier 

Joan  Fontaine 

R — Mar.  30 

>■  s ^ 

■p  .2 

2 affi 
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S 
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Drama 

Turnabout  (83) 

Adolphe  Menjou 

"arol  Landis 

R — May  11 

20TH-F0X 

1 f]  Melodrama  035 
Charlie  Chan  In 

Panama  (68) 
Sidney  Toler 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Jan.  20 

Drama  040 

Grapes  of  Wrath 
(128) 

Henry  Fonda 

Jane  Darwell 

R — Jan.  27 

|22|  Fantasy  025 

asThe  Blue  Bird 
(83) 

Shirley  Temple 

K — Jan.  27 

Melodrama  037 
Free,  Blonde  and  21 
(67) 

Lynn  Bari 

Henry  W'ilcoxon 

R — ilpr.  13 

|~5]  Drama  036 

Star  Dust  (86) 

Linda  Darnell 

John  Payne 

R— Mar.  30 

!i^  O'dr  Drama  039 

Viva  Cisco  Kid  (70) 

Cesar  Romero 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Mar.  23 

[19]  Drama  948 

■Johnny  Apollo  (93) 

Tyrone  Power 

Dorothy  Lamour 

Comedy  041 

Shooting  High  (65) 

Jane  Withers 

Gene  Autry 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — Mar.  9 

|~^  Comedy  043 

So  This  Is  London 

(84) 

R— Apr.  27 

go]  M’drama  038 

I Was  an  Adven- 

turess (81) 

Vera  Zorina 

R— May  11 

Comedy  044 

On  Their  Own  (65) 

Jones  Family 

R — Apr.  13 

RKO  RADIO 

|~i~|  Comedy  020 

Little  Orvie  (66) 
John  Sheffield 

Ernest  Truex 

R — Mar.  9 

Drama  017 

Isle  of  Destiny  (83) 
William  Gargan 

June  Lang 

R — Mar.  9 

.1^  Comedy  022 

.\nilionaire  Playboy 
(64);  R — Mar.  2 
Joe  Penner 

Linda  Hayes 

^ Drama  023 

Primrose  Path  (95) 
linger  Rogers 

Joel  McCrea 

R— Mar.  23 

Y|  Drama  030 

Courageous  Dr. 

Christian  (67) 

R — Mar.  30 

Western  083 

Bullet  Code  (59) 

R — Apr.  13 

j'l^  Drama  009 

Abe  Lincoln  in  Illi- 
nois (112) 

Raymond  Massey 
Ruth  Gordon 

R — Jan.  27 

Igj  Drama  027 

Curtain  Call  (60) 

Barbara  Read 

R— Apr.  13 

[Yj  Mus.  Com.  684 

Irene  (101) 

Anna  Neagle 

R — Apr.  27 

go]  Drama  031 

Beyond  Tomorrow 

(83):  R— Mar.  30 

Charles  Wlnninger 

Helen  Vinson 

pYl  Com.  Drama  025 

My  Favorite  Wife 

(88)  R — May  4 

Irene  Dunne 

Cary  Grant 

REPUBLIC 

Western  984 

Pioneers  of  the 
West  (56) 

Three  Mesquiteers 
R— Mar.  16 

a 

X 

73 

qI  ^.1 

[^1  Western  942 

tiancho  Grande  (66) 
Gene  Autry 
rimiley  Burnette 

R — May  11 

g Western  99J 

Ghost  Valley  Haid- 
ers (5  7) 

Donald  Barry 

Lona  pVndre 

R — April  6. 

|1q[  West.  Drama  129 

Hi- Vo,  Silver  (65) 
aSilver  Chief 

Lynn  Roberts 

R — Apr.  20 

g 'Western  954 

Voung  Buffalo  Bill 
(59)  Roy  Rogers 
R— Apr.  27 

gs]  Drama  001 

Dark  Command  (94) 
R — Apr.  13 
gU  Comedy  922 

Grandpa  Goes  to 
Tomi  (65) 

R — Apr.  20 

Musical  981 

In  Old  Missonrl  (67) 

R — Sept.  14 
(22I  Western  96.5 

Covered  AVagon  Days 
(56)  R — June  8 

Three  Mesquiteers 

(X 

PH  S 0) 
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MlOi  W^estern  943 

Gaucho  Serenade 

(66) 

Gene  Autry 

iR_May  18 

[l^  Melodrama  924 

Gangs  of  Chicago 

(66) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Lola  Lane 

R — May  25 

PARAMOUNT 

^ Comedy  3984 

'cventeen  (78) 

Betty  Field 

Jackie  Cooper 

R — Feb.  24 

[j]  'Western  3957 

Showdown  (64) 
William  Boyd 
Russell  Hayden 

R— Mar.  2 

^'isl  Drama  3925 

Women  Without 
Names  (62) 

Ellen  Drew 

R — Feb.  24 

g Musical  3926 

Koad  to  Singapore 
(84);  R— Mar.  2 
Bing  Crosby 

Bob  Hope 

Dorothy  Lamour 

Comedy  3927 

Farmer’s  Daughter 
(61) 

Martha  Raye 

Charlie  Ruggles 

R— -Feb.  17 

|~^  M’drama  3928 

Adventure  in  Dia- 
monds (80) 

George  Brent 

R — Jan.  20 

!i2]  M’drama  3929 

©Dr.  Cyclops  (77) 
Janice  Logan 

Albert  Dekker 

R — Mar.  9 

^ Western  3931 

Light  of  Western 
Stars  (63) 

Victor  Jory 

Jo  Ann  Sayres 

R — Apr.  20 

(2^  Farce  Com.  3939 

French  Without 
Tears  (66) 

Ellen  Drew 

Ray  Milland 

R — Mar.  30 

|Y|  Comedy  3932 

Buck  Benny  Rides 
Again  (80) 

R — Apr.  20 

[lo[  Comedy  3933 

Oi>ened  by  Mistake 

(66)  R — May  11 

Charlie  Ruggles 

Janice  Logan 

[l7|  Drama  3934 

(^Typhoon  (71) 

Dorothy  Lamour 

Preston  Foster 

R — May  4 

MONOGRAM 

Western  8963 

Rhythm  on  the  Rio 

Grande  (53) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Apr.  20 

Mya.  Drama  3916 

Human  Munster 
(73) 

Bela  Lugosi 

R— Mar.  16 

g M'drama  3981 

Midnight  Limited 
(61) 

Marjorie  Reynolds 
R— Mar.  23 

1^  Comedy  3902 

■Son  of  the  Navy 
(72) 

Jean  Parker 

Martin  Spellman 

R — Apr.  6 

[lo|  Western  3963 

Covered  Wagon 
Trails  (53) 

J.  Randall  R-May  11 

ggl  Action  Dr.  3928 

Sky  Bandits  (56) 

R— May  25 

(2^  Com.  Drama  11 

Tomboy  (70) 

M.  Jones-J.  Moran 
R— Apr.  27 

|30]  M’drama  3926 

M.vsterious  Mr.  Ree- 
der (77)  R-May  11 
|2oj  Western  3954 

Pals  of  the  Silver 
Sage  (52):  Ritter 
R — May  11 

fU  Western  8094 

Land  of  Six  Gnns 

(54) 

R — June  1 

[9]  Western  3955 

Cowboy  From  Sun- 

down (58) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — May  11 

1 

M-G-M 

|Y]  Melodrama  13 

Strange  Cargo  (105) 

Clark  Gable 

Joan  Crawford 

R— Mar.  9 

[~g~|  Com.  Drama  *7 

Ghost  Comes  Home 
(76) 

Frank  Morgan 

Ann  Rutherford 

R— Mar.  2 
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[2^  Drama  29 

riorian  (91) 

Robert  Young 

R — Apr.  6 

[5~|  Com.  Drama  31 

And  One  Was  Beau- 

tiful (70) 

Laraine  Day 

Jean  Muir 

R — Apr.  6 

[l^  Drama  38 

Dr.  Kildare’s 

Strange  Case  (76) 
Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

L.  Day;  R — Apr.  6 

gg]  Com.  Drama  33 

■Two  Girls  on  Broad- 

way (71) 

Lana  Turner 

Joan  Blondell 

George  Murphy 

R— Apr.  27 

Ig)  Com.  Drama  34 

40  Little  Mothers 
(90) 

Eddie  Cantor 

Rita  Johnson 

R — Apr.  20 

|~3~|  Action  Drama  35 

;0  IMule  Team  (85) 
Wallace  Beery 

R — May  4 

go]  Drama  36 

fJEdison,  the  Man 

(101!)  R — May  26 
Spencer  Tracy 

Rita  Johnson 

grj  Drama  37 

Waterloo  Bridge 

(109)  R— May  IS 
Robert  Taylor 

Vivien  Leigh 

COLUMBIA 

29'  Comedy  1814 

Blondle  on  a Bud- 

get (73) 
enny  Singleton 

K— Mar.  2 

Western  1281 

Bullets  for  Bustlers 
(58);  R — Feb.  17 
M’drama  1817 
iutside  the  Three 
Mile  Limit  (64) 
R— Feb.  17 

Drama  1838 

Men  Without  Souls 
(62) 

Rochelle  Hudson 
John  Lltel 

R — June  1 

|2^  Com.  Drama  1004 

Too  Many  Husbands 

(84) 

.lean  Arthur 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R — Mar.  9 

£j  Western  U86 

Blazing  Six  Shoot- 

ers (61) 
harles  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

K— Mar.  18 

gU  M’drama  1817 

Man  With  Nine 
Lives  (73) 

Boris  Karloff 

Roger  Pryor 

Jo  Ann  Sayres 

R — Apr.  20 

I25]  Drama  100.5 

Doctor  Takes  a 
Wife  (88) 

Loretta  Xoung 

Ray  Milland 

R — May  4 

Western  1S13 

Man  From  Tumble- 

weeds (69) 

R — June  1 

g^  Drama  1029 

Babies  for  Sale  (64) 
Rochelle  Hudson 
Glenn  Ford 

R — May  25 

|2o|  M’drama  1023 

Island  of  Doomed 
Men  (67) 

P.  Lorre  R-May  25 
gg]  Drama  1111 

21  Da.vs  Together(72) 

MAR. 

2 

MAR. 

9 

MAR. 

16 

MAR. 

23 

MAR. 

30 

APR. 

6 

APR. 

13 

APR. 

20 

APR. 

27 

MAY 

4 

MAY 

11 

MAY 

18 

Features  scheduled  for  release  beyond  dates  in  the  Booking:  Chart 
are  listed  herein.  Ktinning  time,  as  furnished  by  home  office  of 
distributor,  follows  title.  As  local  conditions  such  as  censorship 
subject  this  to  change,  checkup  with  exchancre  is  recommended. 


Prod.  N<i 


Title 


Ileleased 


Reviewed 


Dn  the  Ateiklna 


COLUMBIA 


METRO 


Arizona  (..)  ...Jean  Arthur.  William  Holden  .... 

. Blondie  Goes  Latin  (..) Penny  Singleton 

.Ellery  Queen  <..) Ralph  Bellamy,  Margraret  Lindsay. 

Great  Plane  Robbery  Jaek  Holt,  \ Icki  l.ester 

Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a Date  (..). Warren  William,  Frances  Robinson 

Ocean  Gold  ( . . ) 

Passagre  West  (..) Pat  O’Brien,  Constance  Bennett... 

Pinto  Kid,  The  (..) Charles  Starrett  

This  Thing:  Called  l.ove  (..)..  Rosalind  Russell,  Melvyn  Douglas 
Thundering-  Frontier  (57) Charles  .'^tarrett  


M-G-M 


NOV.  28 


Nov.  14 


Nov.  21 
Jan.  9,  ’41 
Nov.  30 
Dec.  5 


Sept.  21 


Wild  Man  of  Borneo — Frank  Morgan,  Billie  Burke, 
Donald  Meek,  June  Preisser.  Director:  Robert 
Sinclair.  Producer:  Joseph  Mankiewicz.  Original: 
Marc  Connelly,  Herman  Mankiewicz.  (Starting) 
(Comedy  in  which  Morgan  portrays  a “ham” 
actor  who  haunts  Broadway,  posing  as  under- 
study to  a great  stage  star,  but  who  in  reality 
does  a “wild  man”  act  in  a Bowery  sideshow). 

Should  Dr.  Kildare  Tell? — Lew  Ayres,  Robert 
Young,  Laraine  Day,  Lionel  Barrymore,  Samuel 
S.  Hinds.  Director:  Harold  S-  Bucquet.  Original: 
Max  Brand.  Screenplay:  Willis  Goldbeck,  Harry 
Ruskin.  (C'ompleted) 


Comrade  X (..) Clark  Gable,  Hedy  I.amarr Nov.  22 

Go  West  Marx  Brothers,  Lynne  Carver 

IJttle  Nellie  Kelly  ( - ■) Judy  Garland.  George  Muridiy Nov.  22 

Philadelphia  Story  (..)  .....  Katharine  Hepburn,  (’ary  Grant 

Should  Dr.  Kildare  Tell?  ( . . ) . Lew  Ayres,  Lionel  Barrymore 


MONOGRAM 


• Gypsy  Cavalier  (..) Gilbert  Roland 

• Signri  of  the  Wolf  ( . .) 

. You're  Out  of  GueU  (..) Frankie  Darro 


Nov.  27 
Nov.  30 
Nov.  18 


MONOGRAM 

Oklahoma  Ilouiul — Tex  Ritter,  Terry  Walker,  Bob 
McKenzie,  Carleton  Young.  Director:  A1  Herman. 
Producer;  Ed  Finney.  Original:  Robert  Emmet. 

(Coini)Ieted) 

I’hantom  of  Chinatown — Keye  Luke,  Lotus  Long, 
Grant  Withers,  Huntley  Gordon.  Director;  Phil 
Itosen.  Producer:  Paul  Malvern.  Original  Screen- 
Iday:  Joseph  West.  (Completed) 


PARAMOUNT 


PARAMOUNT 


Aldrich  Family  in  Life  With 

Henr.v  (..)  Jackie  Cooper,  Hedda  ILipper 

12fi0..A  Night  at  Earl  Carroll’s  ( . . ) . Ken  Murray.  Rose  Hohart ............  . 

Doomed  Caravan  (..) William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden 

Love  Thy  Neighbor  (..) Jack  Benny,  Fred  Allen,  Mary  Martin.. 

1262.. North  West  Mounted  Police 

(..)  Gary  Cooper,  Madeleine  Carroll 

Secon<I  Chorus  (..) Fred  Astaire,  Paulette  G<aldard 

Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again  (..)John  Howard,  Ellen  Drew.. 

1270 . . Viclory  (..)  Fredrie  Mareh,  Betty  Field...... 

^Virginia  ( . . ) Madeleine  Carroll,  Fred  MacMurray . . . . 


Jan. 

31, 

’41 

Dec. 

6 

Jan. 

2J, 

'41 

Dec. 

27 

Nov. 

22 

Jan. 

10, 

’41 

Deo. 

13 

.Jan. 

3, 

’41 

Jan. 

17, 

’41 

Lady  Eve — Barbara  Stanwyck,  Henry  Fonda.  Di- 
rector: Preston  Sturges.  Producer:  Paul  Jones. 
Original:  Monckton  Hoffe.  Screenplay:  Preston 
Sturges.  (Starting) 

(Modern  romantic  comedy). 

Virginia--Madeleine  Carroll,  Fred  MacMurray, 
Carolyn  Lee,  .Marie  Wilson,  Helen  Broderick, 
Louise  Beavers.  Director:  Edward  H.  Griffith. 
Producer:  Edward  H.  Griffith.  Original  Screen- 
play; Virginia  Van  Upp.  (Completed) 


REPUBLIC 


REPUBLIC 

Barnyard  Follies  (..) Mary  l.fee,  Kufe  Davis 

Border  Legion  (..) Roy  Rogers,  George  “Gabby”  Hayes  ... 

Melody  Ranch  (..) (ieiie  Autry,  Jimmy  Durante 


Barnyard  Follies — May  Lee,  Rufe  Davis,  June 
Storey,  “Pappy”  Cheshire,  the  Kidoodlers.  Di- 
rector: Frank  McDonald.  Producer:  Armand 
Schaefer.  (Starting) 

(Comedy  musical  with  a rural  background  and 
featuring  well-known  hillbilly  radio  acts). 


RKO  RADIO 


RKO  RADIO 


.Citizen  Kane  ( •) .Orson  Welles  

.Fargo  Kid,  The  (••) Tim  Holt,  Jane  Drummond.... 

. Kitty  Foyle  ( . . ) Ginger  Rogers  . 

• Lee  Marcus  Pr<)ductioii . (litle  later) 

l>et’s  Make  Music  (..) Bob  Crosby,  Elizabeth  Risdon. 

• Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West  (76)  Lupe  > elez,  Leon  Errol........ 

.No,  No,  Nanette  (..).... Anna  Neagle  

• Show  Business  (..) Alan  Alowbray,  Frank  McBride 


Jan.  3,  ’41 
Nov.  22 
Nov.  22 
Dec.  20 
Dec.  13 
Nov.  29 
Dec.  27 
Dec.  6 


20TH-FOX 


113.. Bride  Wore  Crutches  (.5.5)  ....  Lynne  Roberts,  Ted  N<»rtb. 
118.  .(’barter  Pi 


115. 


( . . ) 

loyd  Nolan 

(••) 

Nov. 

22 

(..) 

Nov, 

29 

.Youth  Will  Be  Served  (..)...  Jane  Withers 


Nov.  29 


July  27 


UNITED  ARTISTS 


Black  Out  (..) Conrad  Veidt,  Valerie  Hobson Nov.  29  

(ireat  Dictator,  The  (..) Charles  Chaplin,  Paulette  (ioddard 

.Ivong  Voyage  Home  (104) Thomas  Mitchell,  John  Wayne Nov,  22  Oct.  12 

-Road  Show  (..) Adolphe  3Ienjou,  Car<de  Landis 


Y^ou’ll  Find  Out — Kay  Kyser  and  Orchestra,  Peter 
Lorre,  Boris  Karloff,  Bela  Lugosi,  Dennis 
O’Keefe,  Helen  Parrish.  Producer-Director: 
David  Butler.  (Completed) 


20TH  CENTURY-FOX 

Hudson’s  Bay- — Paul  Muni,  Gene  Tierney,  Vincent 
Price,  Laird  Cregar,  Nigel  Bruce,  Virginia  Field. 
Director:  Irving  Pichel.  Producer:  Kenneth  Mac- 
go  wan.  (Completed) 

Tin  Pan  Alley — 'Alice  Faye,  Jack  Oakie,  Betty 
Grable,  John  Payne,  Allen  Jenkins.  Director: 
Walter  Lang.  Producer:  Kenneth  Maego-wan. 

(Completed) 

Golden  H<M)fs — Jane  Withers,  Charles  (Buddy) 
Rogers,  Katharine  Aldridge,  Robert  Conway.  Di- 
rector: Norman  Foster.  Producers;  Ralph  Diet- 
rich,  Walter  Morosco.  (Completed) 

Corncob  Kelly’s  Benefit — Eugene  Pallette.  Marvin 
Stephens,  Richard  Lane,  Rita  Quigley,  Jack  Mul- 
hall.  Director:  Norman  Foster.  Producer;  Sol 
Wurtzel.  (Completed) 


UNIVERSAL 


UNIVERSAL 


Back  Street  (..) Margaret  Sullavan  

Bank  Dick,  The  (..) W.  C.  Fields  

.Green  Hornet  Strikes  Again  Warren  Hull  

. Invisible  Woman  ( . . ) John  Barrymore,  Virginia  Bruce 

Margie  (58)  Mischa  Auer,  Nan  (jrey,  Tom  Brown. 

.Meet  the  Wildcat  (..) Ralph  Bellamy,  Margaret  IJndsay.... 

.Streets  of  Cairo  G ) Sigrid  Giirie  


Nov.  29  

Dec.  27  

Dec.  24  

Dec.  13  

Dec.  6 Sept.  21 

Nov.  22  

Dec.  20  


Trail  of  the  Vigilantes — Franchot  Tone.  Peggy  Mo- 
ran. Andy  Devine,  Warren  William,  Mischa  Auer, 
Broderick  Crawford.  Director:  Allan  Dwan. 
Screenplay:  E.  E.  Paramore  jr.  (Starting) 

(Western,  a sequel  to  “When  the  Daltons  Rode”). 
Caribbean  Holiday— Allan  Jones.  Robert  Cummings, 
Nancy  Kelly,  Mary  Boland,  Abbott  and  Costello, 
Leo  Carrillo,  William  Frawley.  Director:  A.  Ed- 
ward Sutherland.  Producer:  Leonard  Spiegelgass. 
Screenplay:  Charles  Grayson.  (Completed) 


WARNER  BROS. 


WARNER-FN 


East  of  the  River  ( . 
Four  Mothers  (..).. 
Honeymoon  for  Three 

. Letter,  The  ( . . ) 

Santa  Fe  Trail  ( . . ) . 


) John  Garfield,  Brenda  Marshall 

I>ane  Sisters  

(..)....  George  Brent,  Ann  Sheridan 

Bette  Davis,  Herbert  Marshall 

Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  de  Havilland 


Nov.  30 


Nov.  23 


She  Couldn’t  Say  No — Ronald  Reagan,  Rosemary 
Lane.  Director:  William  Clemens.  Original:  Earl 
Baldwin.  Screenplay:  Charles  Grayson. 

(Starting) 

(Modern  romantic  comedy). 
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AN  INTERPRETATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  OPINIONS  DEDUCED  FROM 
THE  LANGUAGE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  PAPER  REVIEWS. 


The  plus  and  minus  siEns  indicate  the  decree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Where  our  compiler  is  unable  to  form 
an.v  opinion  from  the  review  the  sicn  “o”  is  used.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review.  This  department  serves  also  as  an 
Alplial)etical  Index  to  feature  releases,  l.istincs  cover  reviews  appeariiic  by  tlie  Satiirdaj  precedins  date  of  this  issue.  VF 

It  will  be  broiicht  up  to  date  from  week  to  week.  The  meaninc  of  the  various  siens  and  t leir  coml)iiiatioiis  is  as  follows: 


W Very  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  -t- Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor 

In  the  summary  H Is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


Title 


Distr. 
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Alias  the  Deacon  (llniv) ± 

All  This,  and  Heaven  Too  (FN)  ff 
And.v  Hardy  Meets 

Debutante  (M-G-M)  -f- 

Angrels  Over  Broadway  (Col) . . 
Anne  of  Windy  I’oplai's  (liKO)  — 

Arcentine  Nights  (Cniv) ± 

Arizona  Frontier  (Hep)  zf. 


B 

Babies  for  Sale  (C<>l)i ± 
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4- 

4- 
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Torpedo  Raider  (Mono) 

4- 
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Torrid  Zone  (FN) 
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4- 

4- 

44 
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4- 

4- 

94- 

Triple  Justice  (KKO) 

± 

1+  1- 

Tulsa  Kid,  The  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

X 

7+  3- 

Turnabout  (FA)  
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-4 

4- 

Vf  2- 
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-1- 
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X 

4- 

0 

X 

64-  8— 

Fp  in  the  Air  (Mono) 
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6+  1- 

V 

Villain  Still  Pursued  Her, 

The  (RKO)  

+ 
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0 
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5+  7- 

W 

M’agons  Westward  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

— 

4 

7+  3- 
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44 

44 

14+ 
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4- 
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44 
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M'ho  Is  Guilty?  (Mono) 
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± 

4+  5— 

Wildcat  Bus  (RKO)  
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= 

4+  8- 

M’ild  Horse  Range  (Mono) .... 

3+  3— 

M'oinen  in  M'ar  (Rep) 
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-4 

4- 

-4 

4- 

8+  1- 

M'yoming  (M-G-M)  
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4- 
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4- 

4- 

9+  1- 

Y 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox) 

4- 

d: 

X 
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5+  3— 
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(RKO)  

4- 
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qi 
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4- 
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Kel.  Kat- 
Date  ing  Key'd 


Columbia 


+ 4-20 


It.I.y.  .lioobs  in  the  Woods  (17).. 

1138.  . Fireman  .Nave  My  t'lioo- 

Choo  (18)  

1437..  111.  Bridal  Frig'lit  (l(i)  . . . 

1432.  .Moiie.v  .Squawks  (17) 

1431 . .Pardon  My  Berth  Marks 

(18)  

2421 . .Pleased  to  Mitt  You  (18).. 

1421..  5.inny  the  Mooeher  (lO’/i) 

1434..  50.th  of  the  Boudoir  (18). 

2422..  5.ook  Speaks,  The  (18)... 

1436.  .Taming;  of  the  Snood  (16). 

9437.  .Trouble  Finds  Andy 

Clyde  (18)  

1433.  .You're  Next  (17) 

CINFSCOPKS 

1974..  Berth  of  a ()ueen  (11).... 

1973 . .Fashion  Takes  a Holiday 

(11)  

2971..  Hobby  Bobby  (11) 

2972 ..  Industrial  Green  Island 

(10)  

197.5..  0.d  I'aeations  (HYz) 

COLOK  KHAPSOBIKS 
(111  Technicolor) 

1508.  .Blackboard  Kevue  (7)....  3-15  .... 

1510..  Fgg  Hunt,  The  (IVz) 5-31  6-15 

1509.  .Greyhound  and  the  Kabbit, 

The  (IVa)  4-19  + 4-27 

2502..  ©Mr.  Flephant  Goes  to 

Town  (7'/i)  10-4  

2501.  .Tangled  Television  (IMi)  . . 8-30  .... 

1512..  Timid  Pup,  The  (8)  . .T  . . . 8-  1 ± 8-31 

1511..  Ye  Olde  Swap  Shop,>e  (7Vi)  6-28  .... 

COIAJ51BIA  TOCKS 
2551.  .Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 
la  Varre  Productions) 

(11)  

1558..  1.  the  Land  of  Pagodas 

(9)  

2553..  01.  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (10)  

1557 . . Pleasure  bound  in  Canada 

(9)  

2552..  5.voy  in  the  Alps  (La 

Varre  Production)  (10) 

1556. .  Cnveiling  Algeria  (9(4).. 

COMMUNITY  SING 
1656.  .No.  6 (Medley  of  Hits) 

(10)  

FABI,ES  CAKTOONS 

1754.  .Barnyard  Babies  (7(4)....  6-14 

2751..  Farmer  Tom  Thumb  (7)..  9-13 

1755.  .Pooch  Parade  (6) 

1753.  .Practice  Makes  Perfect 

(6)  

PHANTASIES 

1705..  Fish  Follies  (6). 

1706..  News  Oddities  (6) 

1756..  Peep  in  the  Deep, 

1707..  5.hool  Boy  Dreams  (7)..  8-30 

SCKEEN  SNAPSHOTS 
(Series  19) 

1856..  No.  6 (10) 

Hollywood  Kecreations. 

1857..  No.  7 (10) 

Wardrobe  Designers. 

1858..  No.  8 (10) 

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

1859..  No.  9 (10) 

Ken  Murray. 

1860..  No.  10  (9) 

Jack  Oakie. 

SPOKT  KEELS 

1809..  Canvas  Capers  (11) 

2801..  Master  of  Cue  With  Willie 

Hoppe  (10)  

1805.  .Koughhou.se  Fiesta  (10). 

1808.  .Saving  Strokes  With  Sam 

Snead  (10)  

1807..  5.ort  of  Kings  (10) 

1806.  .Tomorrow’s  Stars  (10)... 

THKEE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

1406..  A 'Plumbing  We  Will  Go 

„ (18)  4-19 

2401..  From  Nurse  to  Worse  (17)  8-23 

1408..  How  High  Is  Up  (16) 7-16 

1407..  Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14 

1405 . . Kockin’  Through  the 

Kockies  (17)  3-  8 

20TH  ANNIVEKSAKY  SNAPSHOTS 

2851..  No.  1 (10) 9-6 

2862..  No.  2 (10) 10-18 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
Series  2 

1904..  No.  4 (Social  Security) 
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-17 


9-13 
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6-28 
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CAKTOONS 
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4-  8-31 


3-29  ± 3-16 
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8-10  ± 8-31 
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8-31 
8-  3 


I'-  3.  .Jack  Pot  (19). 
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.Soak  the  Old  (20) 8-24  ± 


5-31 

= 

7-22 

P-  4 

«-  9 
7-12 

+ 

8-31 

T-.59 . 

4-  5 

T-211 

3-22 

+ 

3-16 

T-212 

9-  6 
9-  8 

T-61 . 

5-17 

-+- 

6-15 

T-60. 

9-20 

T-62. 

6-28 

M-78. 

7-28 

M-79. 

4-  6 

7-22 

3-15 

4-20 

W-  90. 

3-16 

IV-  85. 

8-30 

+ 

9-21 

W-  89. 

9-20 

W-  92. 

6-16 

IV-  26. 

9-  9 
6-22  ± 


± 3-16 


(10) 


6-10 


190.5..  No.  6 (The  Archives)  (11)  7-  4 

1906..  No.  6 (Our  Nat’I  Defense) 

(lO)  8-30 

Acriss  3 

2901.  No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10) 10-  4 


6-15 
8-  3 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 
5.. Buyers  Beware  (20) 8-17 


W-  91. 
W-  87. 
W-  88. 


.Think  First  (21) 

.Women  in  Hiding  (22) 
FITZPATKICK  TKAVELTALKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

.Calling  on  Colombia  (8). 

• Capitol  City,  The — Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  (9) 

.Cavalcade  of  San  Fran- 
cisco (9)  9-28 

.Modern  New  Orleans  (8)  . 

.Sitka  and  Juneau  (9) 4-13 

.Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9).... 

MINIATURES 
.Door  Will  Open,  A (11).. 
.Servants  of  Mankind  (9).. 

M-G-M  CAKTOONS 
(New  Series) 
(Technicolor) 

. Bookworm  Turns,  The 
(8)  


.PaiMi  Gets  the  Bird  (8). 
.Rainy  Day,  A (7) 


3-30 

9-28 


7-  6 


Prod. 

No. 


J9-5 
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POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

.(10)  .5-  3 

. (11)  6-28 

. (11)  9-6 

GKANTLAND  RICE  SPOKT- 


10-  5 


3-16 

4-27 

LIGHTS 

1^9-10.  .15Iup  Streak  (10) 

. 4-19 

-+ 

5-  4 

8-31 

-H- 

9-  7 

KO-  1.. Diving  Demons  (10) 

KO-  2.. Sporting:  Everg:la(les,  The 

. 9-  6 

-H- 

10-  5 

9-28 

9-28 

(10)  

.10-  4 

5-11 

6-22 

R9-13..Sink  or  Swim  (10) 

. 7-12 

4-13 

4-27 

K9-  9.  .Two  of  a Kind  (10) 

. 3-22 

3-23 

6-  8 

6-  8 

STONE  AGE  CAKTOONS 

B9-  5.  . Foul  BaU  Player,  The 

3-  9 

-h 

3-30 

(7)  

6-22 

5-11 

+ 

6-  8 

B9-  9.  .Fulla  Bluff  Man,  The  (7) 

. 8-  9 

8 24 

7-20 

+ 

8-31 

B9-  6. 

3-23 

-t- 

3-.30 

B9-  2. 

6-22 

+ 

7-  6 

9-  7 
4-20 

-+- 

9-28 

B9-  4. 

8-10 

5- 18 

6-  8 
DAY 

9-  7 

B9-  8. 

Released  Twice  Weekly 
OUK  GANG  COMEDIES 

C-I36..AII  About  Hash  (11) 3-30 

C-135..Big  Premiere,  The  (10) 

C-138.  .Bubbling  Tronbles  (11)...  5-25 

C-291.  .Good  Bad  Bo.vs  (11) 8-31 

C-137..New  Pupil,  The  (11) 4-27 

PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

K-126.  .Baron  and  the  Rose,  The 

(11)  

K-123.  .Hidden  Master,  The  (11) 

(Sepia)  4-20 

K-124..Wa.y  in  the  Wilderness, 

A (10)  (.Sepia) 6-22 

K-122..XXX  Medico  (10)  (Sepia)  3-23 
PETE  smith  specialties 
•S-llo.  .Cat  College  (9)  (Sepia) 

S-107.  .Domineering  Male,  The 

(10)  

S-113.  .Football  Thrills  of  19.39  (10)  9-21 
S-112.  .Please  Answer  (9)  .... 

S-108.  .Spots  Before  Your  Eyes 

(10)  

S-106.  .Stiiffie  (11)  3 

S-109.  .What’s  Your  I.  Q.?  No.  2 

(9)  

SPECIAL 

X-15I.  .^(©Flag  S|)eaks,  The  (19)  6-14 

Paramount 

ANIMATED  ANTICS 

HO-1.. Dandy  Lion,  The  (7) 9-20 

COLOR  CLASSICS 
(In  Technicolor) 

C9-3..Ants  in  the  Plants  (7)... 

C9-4..Kick  in  Time,  A (7) 5-17 

C9-5 ..  Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7).. 

C9-6.  .You  Can’t  Shoe  a Horse- 
fly (7)  8-23 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

K9-7.  .Pacific  Paradise  (10) 6-21 

HEADLINER 

A9-  9.  .Blue  Barron  and  His 

Orchestra  (10)  .5-31 

A9-  7.  .George  Olsen  and  His 

Music  (10)  3-1 

A9-  8.  .Have  You  Met  Yvette  10)  4-26 
Paul  Baron  and  Orch. 

AO-  1.. ^Moments  of  Charm  of 

1941  (11)  9-13 

A9-10.  .Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch, 

(11)  

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly. 
PARAGRAPHICS 

V9-  9 ..  Dangerous  Dollars  (11)...  6-28 

V9-  7.. Not  So  Dumb  (10) 3-15 

V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

No.  2 (11) 

V9-  8.  .©Television  Preview  (10).  5-17 
(Lanny  Koss-Ted  Husing) 
POPEYE  CARTOONS 
E9-10.. Doing  Impossikible  Stunts 

(7)  

E9-  .3.  .Females  Is  Fickle  (7)... 

E9-  9.  .Fightin’  Pals  (8) 

F8-ll..It’s  the  Natural  Thing  to 

Do  (7)  

E9-  5.. Me  Feelings  Is  Hurt  (7) 

E9-  8.  .Nurse  Mates  (7)  

E9-  6.. Onion  Pacific  (7) 5-24 

EO-  1 . . Popeye  Meets  William 

Tell  (7)  

E9-12.  .Puttin’  on  the  Act  (7).. 

E9-  4..SteBlin’  Ain’t  Honest  (7) 

E9-11.  .Wimmin’  Hadn’t  Oughta 
■H-  9-7  Drive  (7)  8-16 
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4-26 
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5-  4 

9-13 

++ 
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7-19 

-f 

8-31 

B9-  3.  . Granite  Hotel  (7) 4-26  ± 5-18 

Pedagogical  Institution  (7)  9-13  .... 

B9-10.  .Springtime  in  the  Rock- 

age  (7)  8-30  

.Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 6-14  .... 

.IVay  Back  When  a Nag 

Was  Only  a Horse  (7)..  3-8  ± 3-23 

.Way'  Back  When  a Night 

Club  Was  a Stick  (7)...  5-16  .... 

.Way  Back  When  a Kazz- 

berry  Was  a Fruit  (7)  . . 7-26  -f  8-17 
■ Way  Back  When  Women 

Had  Their  Weigh  (..)..  9-27  .... 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

L9-4..NO.  4 (10)  3-29 

L9-5..NO.  5 (10)  5-31 

L9-6.  .No.  6 (11)  8-2 

L0-1..NO.  1 (11) 


+ 

+ 

++ 

+ 


RKO  Radio 


Donald’s  Vacation 

(8).. 

. 8-  9 

• Fire  Chief  (..) 

.11-22 

Goofy’s  Glider  ( . . ) . 

.11-  1 

Tittle  Whirlwind  ( . 

.)... 

.12-13 

Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out 

(8). 

. 6-  7 

.Mr.  31ouse  Takes  a Trip 

(8)  

.10-11 

Pantry  Pirate  ( . . ) . 

. 1-  3 

DISNEY  CAKTOONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

Big  Hearted  Pluto  (..)...  1-24 

04,105.  .Billi>osters  (8) 5-17 

04,107.. Bone  Trouble  (9) 6-28 

04,103.  .Donald’s  Dog  Laundry  (8)  5-  5 
04,109  ' - - 

04,114 


04,106 

04,112 


04.110,  . Pluto’s  Dream  House  (8).  8-30 

04,108.  .Put-Put  Trouble  (7) 7-19 

04,102.  .Riveter,  The  (7) 3-15 

04,104.  .Tugboat  Mickey  (7) 4-26 

04.111.  .Window  Cleaners  (..)....  9-20 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 

03.404.  .Mutiny  in  the  County  (17)  5-  3 

1.3.401 ..  Sunk  by  the  Census  (18)  . 9-  6 

03.405.  .’Taint  Legal  (16) 5-24 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 
03.704.  .Bested  by  a Beard  (20)...  7-26 

13.701..  He  Asked  for  It  (18) 9-27 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

03. 108..  No.  8 (18) 

Canada  at  War. 

03. 109..  No.  9 (19) 

America’s  Youth — 1940. 

03.110..  No.  10  (19) 5-10 

The  Philippines. 

03.111..  No.  11  (18) 

The  U.  S.  Navy. 

03.112..  No.  12  (17) 

Sjyoils  of  Conquest. 

03.113..  yNo.  13  (20) 

Gatewa,vs  to  Panama. 

13.101..  No.  1 (19) 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 
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4-20 

5-10 

+ 

5-18 

6-  7 

-1- 

6-22 

8-  2 

+ 

8-10 

8-24 

++ 

8-31 

9-13 

1+ 

9-21 

8 

(10) 

-f- 

4-13 

9 

(11) 

4-27 

10 

(11) 

-H- 

6-22 

11 

(10) 

6-15 

1.  12  (12) 

-iT 

7-13 

13 

(11) 

4- 

8-10 

1 

(11) 

9-16 

9-21 

9-  9 

8-24 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

!>-17 

++ 

5-18 

03,205 .. Goodness,  a Ghost  (16)... 

7-  5 

» 

Marriage-Go-Kound  (18)  .. 

7-28 

S 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

04,312.  .Arrow  Points  (8) 

7-  5 

9-21 

8-  2 

-+ 

8-17 

04,309.  .Court  Favorites  (8) 

5-12 

-f 

4-27 

3-  8 

-f- 

3-23 

04,308.  .Flycasting  (9)  

5-15 

+ 

4-13 

7-12 

ff 

8-17 

04,311.  .^Hurdle  Hoppers  (9).... 

6-  7 

14,301 ..  Quail  tjuest  (9) 

8-30 

-f 

9-21 

7-28 

8-26 

04,310.  .Silent  VVings  (9) 

5-10 

-f 

6-22 

4-12 

5-  4 

04,611 ..  Streamlined  (9)  

6-21 

6-21 

04,313.  .Trouble  Shooter  (9) 

8-  2 

+ 

9-21 

5-24 

+ 

6^22 

PICTURE  PEOPIJ5 

14,401..  No.  1 (10) 

9-13 

9-21 

9-20 

ff 

10-  5 

RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 

8-.S0 

-f 

8-24 

(New  Series) 

3-22 

5-  4 

03,504 ..  Corralling-  a Schoolinarm 

(20)  

6-14 

+ 

8-10 

8-16 

-f 

8-24 

03,503 ..  Molly  Cures  a Cowboy  (19) 

3-22 
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WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


XrESDAY,  OCTOKEK  1 
Movietone  News,  No.  7 

Washington  airport  dedicated;  Willkie  in  Yonk- 
ers: Legion  convention  in  Boston;  Garner  returns 
to  Washington:  Lord  Lothian  visits  White  House; 
California  kidnapper  in  jail;  fashions  in  jewelry; 
opening  of  football  season;  racing  at  Belmont. 
News  of  the  Day,  No.  205 
Roosevelt  talks  at  opening  of  capital  airport; 
California  kidnapper  in  prison;  new  hair  styles; 
Willkie  campaign  in  New  York;  football:  Belmont 
racing. 

Parainoiiiit  News,  No.  10 

Belmont  racing;  Lord  Lothian  visits  White 
House;  adventurer  concludes  round-the-world  sail- 
ing trip  California  kidnapper  in  prison;  cat  show 
at  World’s  Fair;  Garner  back  in  Washington; 
Wallace  campaigns  in  Hollywood;  Willkie  in 
Yonkers;  Roosevelt  attends  Washington  airport 
ceremonies;  football. 

liKO  Pathe  News,  No.  10 
Japanese  Premier  Konoye  with  new  cabinet; 
Roosevelt  dedicates  new  capital  airport;  Willkie 
on  tour;  Sir  Walter  Layton  urges  aid  to  England; 
newsmen  tour  Australia;  football. 

I’liiversal  Newsreel,  No.  915 
Willkie  in  Yonkers;  Roosevelt  dedicates  airport; 
American  Legion  names  new  national  commander; 
Gainer  back  in  Washington;  sailor  completes  50,- 
000-mile  sail;  cat  show  at  World’s  Fair;  racing  at 
Belmont;  football. 


THl  RSDAY,  OCTOBER  3 
Movietone  News,  No.  8 

Latest  films  from  London;  Roosevelt  tours 
Aberdeen,  Maryland,  proving  grounds;  new  inter- 
ceptor airplane  tested  at  Buffalo;  Willkie  in  De- 
troit; Boulder  Dam  is  four  years  old;  World 
Series;  pro-football;  women's  golf  tournament. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  206 
London  carries  on;  Willkie  talks  in  Detroit; 
Roosevelt  tours  Maryland  defenses;  Boulder  Dam 
is  four  years  old;  World  Series. 

Paramount  News,  No.  11 

Closing  of  Coast  Fair;  peace  celebration  on 
U.  S. -Canadian  border;  Boulder  Dam  is  four  years 
old;  Willkie  in  Michigan;  Roosevelt  tours  Mary- 
land defense  units;  London  carries  on  despite  bom- 
bardment; World  Series. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  11 
London  shows  scars  of  war;  Roosevelt  inspects 
Maryland  defense  units;  South  American  army 
chiefs  tour  U.  S. ; New  York’s  Museum  of  Modern 
Art  gets  Pathe  News  film  archives;  Don  Budge 
wins  pro-tennis  crown;  World  Series. 

Vniversal  Newsreel,  No.  916 
World  Series;  London  carries  on;  Roosevelt  tours 
Maryland  defenses;  big  guns  and  Garand  rifles 
tested  in  Illinois;  Willkie  out  for  Michigan  labor 
vote;  rush  production  of  new  airplane;  Boulder 
Dam  is  four  years  old;  Modern  Oregon  cavemen 
show  how  prehistorics  used  caves  as  air  raid 
shelters;  San  Francisco  Fair  closes. 


Prod. 

Nu, 

Title 

Rel. 

Date 

Rat- 

ing 

Rev’d 

I’rod. 

No. 

Title 

Rel. 

Date 

Rat- 

ing 

Rev’d 

REELISMS 

4360. 

.No. 

75 

(9) 

4-29 

-e 

4-27 

(New  Series) 

4361 . 

. No. 

70 

(9) 

5-1.3 

+ 

5-11 

01.609 . 

.Air  Army  (9) 

. . 1-26 

•ff 

1-27 

1362. 

. No. 

77 

(9) 

.5-27 

-f 

6-22 

01,613. 

.Hats  (9)  

4363. 

.No. 

78 

(9) 

01.(i07. 

.Navajo  Land  (10) 

2-  .3 

4364. 

.No. 

79 

(9) 

7-18 

-1- 

8-  3 

01,608. 

.Siege  (10)  

. . 3-29 

•H- 

2-21 

4365. 

.No. 

80 

(91/2)  . 

01.610. 

.Stray  Lamb  (8) 

6-15 

5351 . 

. No. 

81 

(9) 

9-27 

— 

9-21 

01,611. 

..■.itreainlined  (9)  

8-10 

5.352. 

.No. 

82 

(9) 

10-14 

01,612. 

.Week  End  (9) 

. . 7-19 

5353 . 

.No. 

83 

(..) 

11-11 

20th  Century-Fox 

Al)\  KN  i rUKS  OF  A NKH  s CAMKKAMAN 
(>’*01 . . Coiiinierinf*:  the  Colorado 

(11)  . . 8-18  (4  8-19 

O’JO  1 . . Saiietiiar.v  of  the  Seals  (9)  6-7  + 6-23 

KI)  TIIOKGEKSKN — SPOUTS 

0306.  .Action  on  lee  (9) 7-19  .... 

0304  . . ^©Following  the  Hounds 

(10)  3-1  

030.>..0ver  the  Seven  Seas  (10)..  4-26  -j-  6-8 

1301 . .©Vacation  Time  in  Florida 

(8)  8-10  It  8-17 

FATHFIt  HIUSBAIID’S  AL.ASKAN 
■VDMCXTl  KFS 

0107  . . Cliinhing  the  .Spirit’s  Home 


SPECI.VT.  TWO  KEETEKS 


5110. 

.Swii 

ug 

AVith  Bing 

(19) 9-  4 

8-  3 

s 

tr.anger  th.vn  fiction 

4379. 

. No. 

74 

(8V2) 

4-27 

4 380. 

. No. 

75 

(9) 

4-15 

4-27 

4.381  . 

.N<). 

76 

(9) 

: . 5-6 

+ 

5-11 

4382. 

. No. 

77 

(9) 

+ 

6-22 

1383. 

.No. 

78 

(9) 

-1- 

6-22 

4384  . 

.No. 

79 

(9) 

7-8 

-1- 

7-27 

438.5. 

.No. 

80 

(9) 

4- 

7-27 

5.371 . 

.No. 

81 

(0) 

9-16 

9-21 

5372 . 

.No. 

82 

(9) 

5373. 

-No. 

83 

(8) 

TWO  REEL 

MUSIC.ALS 

1101. 


(10) 

. Esliiino 


.'■>-10 
8-  2 


+ 


6-21 


6-21 


7-  5 


Trails  (10) 

FASHIONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

0(>03 ..  Fashion  F’orecasts  No.  7 
(8)  

0604 ..  Fashion  F'orecasts  No.  8 

(8)  

FO.X  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Kele.ased  Twice  WeekI.v 
EFJW  l.EHK  AND  HIS  DKIBBEE  PUSS 
P.VR.ADE 

0404.  .Cheerio  M.v  Dears  (9).. 

1401 . .Griinters  and  Groaners  (8).  8-30 

0103.. 1.ahor  Savers  (9) 

I.OWEEE  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 

1102 . .©Florida,  I.and  of  Flowers 

(9)  

0106 ..  Flying  Stewardess  (10)... 

101 8 . Isle  of  the  East  (9) 5-24 

TERRY-TOONS 

0510.  . All’s  Well  That  Ends  Well 

(7)  

1.551.  .©Bill.v  Jlouse’s  Akwakade 
(7)  

05.59 ..  Catnip  Ca|)ers  (7) 5-31 

0511..  It  Must  Be  Eove  (7) 

0558.  .©Just  a Eittle  Bull  (7).. 

0.517..I.ove  in  a Cottage  (7).... 

05.57..  Much  Ado  About  Nothing 

(7)  

0.514.  .Professor  Offkejski  (7).... 

0515.  .Rover’s  Rescue  (7) 6-28 

0516 ..  Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 7-12 

0513..  5.iss  Ski  Yodelers  (7). 


3-30 

8-17 


-t-  8-17 


Universal 


LANTZ  CARTENES 
(Technicolor) 

4267 ..  Adventures  of  Tom  Thumb 

jr.  (9)  

5241.  .Crazyhouse  (..)  9-9 

4268..  100  Pigmies  and  Andy 

Panda  (7)  4-22 

GOING  PLAGES  WITH 
GRAHAM  McNAlvn^E 
4359.  .No.  74  (9) 3-18 


4-12 

CARPET 

9-13 

3-15 

8-17 

5-24 

+ 

6-  8 

00 

+ 

3-30 

8-  9 

— 

8-17 

5-31 

5-  5 
4-19 
7-28 

-H 

6-22 

3-22 

+ 

3-30 

6- 14 
6-28 

7- 12 

6-  8 

6-17 

-1- 

6-  8 

-f 

4-13 

5221..  Class  in  Swing  (17) 9-25 

5223.  .Congamania  (..)  10-23 

Jose  Cansiim  Dancers, 

E<ldie  Durant  & Orch. 

4228 . .Eolies  Parisienne  (18) 4-17 

Harry  St  afford -T>eon  Helasco. 

4231 ..  Hawaiian  Rhythm  (17)....  7-17 

Harry  Owens  and  His 
Ro.val  Hawaiians. 

4233..  1 . Dream  of  Jeanie  With  the 

Light  Drown  Hair  (17)  . 

4227 ..  International  Revels  (17). 

William  G.  Sabhot, 

Janet  Collins. 

4110..  March  of  Freedom  (21)...  9- 
4230.  .Naughty  Nineties  (18)  . . . 

4229.  .Swingin’  in  tho  Barn  (19) 

Texas  Jim  T^ewis  and 
His  Band. 

4232.  .Varsity  A'anities  (17A^)  . . 

Six  Hits  and  a Miss, 

Martha  Tilton. 

UNIVERSAL  NFAVS 
Released  Twice  AVeekly 

Vitaphone 

BKOADAVAY  BREVITIES 


4-20 

7-27 


5106. 

.Alex  in  Wonderland 

(20). 

. 3-  9 

5107. 

.Double  or  Nothing 

(20)  . . 

. 4-20 

6201 . 

.Down  on  the  Farm 

(..).. 

.10-  5 

6202 

Ed  Sullivan’s  Holljavood 

(..)  

.11-16 

6201, 

. Just  a Cute  Kid  ( . 

.).... 

.10-  5 

4-27 


5108  .Public  Jitterbug  No.  1 (19)  5-  4 
4008  . Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride  (20)  ..  9-  9 
5109.  .<.>Spills  for  Thrills  (19)  ..  6-15 
5110.. Young  America  Flies  (20).  8-  3 

THE  COT.OR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

California  Thoroughl>reds 

(..)  

.Famous  Movie  Dogs  (10).. 

.Gun  Dog’s  IJfe  (10) 5-11 

.Mechanix  Illustrated 

No.  4 (10)  

.IMen  Wanted  (10) 

.Movie  Dog  Stars  (10)... 


-H- 


rod. 

So. 

Title 

Rel. 

Date 

Rat- 

ing 

Rev’d 

5109. 

.A alley.  The  (8)  

. 7-20 

+ 

7-  6 

6101 

ELSA  MAXAVELL’S  BLUE 

comedies 

.Riding  Into  Society  (19). 

RIBBON 

. 9-  7 It 

8-31 

6301 

HOLLYWOOD  NOV15LTY 
• Football  Thrills  (10) 9-28 

6302 

• Shark  Hunting  (10) 

.11-  9 

6601 

LOONEY  TtNES  CARTOONS 
.Calling  Dr.  Porky  (7) 9-21 

5614 

.Chewin’  Bruin,  The  (7).. 

. 6-  8 

-t- 

6-22 

5616 

• Patient  Porky  (7) 

. 8-24 

++ 

8-21 

5610 

.Pilgrim  Porky  (7) 

. 3-16 

-f 

4-13 

5615 

.Porky’s  Baseball  Broad- 
<'ast  (7)  

. 7-  6 

-H- 

7-  6 

6601 

.Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7). 

.11-30 

5oi2 

.Corky’s  Poor  Fish  (7)... 

. 5-18 

6(>02 

.Prehistoric  Porky  (7)... 

.10-12 

5(>1 1 

• Slap  Happy  Pappy  (7)... 

. 3-13 

6603 

.Sour  Puss  (7) 

.11-  2 

50i3 

You  Ouglit  to  Be  in 

Pictures  (7)  

+ 

5-18 

.5507 . 
5.506 . 
6503 
6502 

5508 . 
(>.501 . 

5509 . 

5510. 


5326 . 
6706. 
5326 . 

5321. 
o o 1 o . 
5314. 
5323 . 
5313. 

5319. 

.5325. 

6104. 

5317. 

(>703. 

5322. 
6701. 

5318. 
(>702. 

5320. 

6705. 

5.324. 


6402 . 

6403. 


6401. 


5006 . 
6001 
5007  . 
5008 . 

5005 . 


8-28 

9-21 

3-13 

4-13 

5706 

9-  6 
6-17 

■f+ 

7-6 

5704 

5705 

5-15 

-f- 

6-22 

8-  7 

-1- 

8-  3 

1180 

.All  Girl  Revue  (10) 

.No  Parking  (10) 

.Radio  and  Relatives  (10). 


Serials 


3IEI.OOY  MASTERS 
■ Curl  Hoff  & Orch.  (10)..  3-23 
. Da>e  Apollon  & Orch.  (10)  3-  2 
.Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (..).  11-23 

• Joe  Reichinan  & Orch. 

(10)  10-26 

.Fairy  Clinton  & Orch.  (10)  5-25 
.Jlattv  Malncck  & Band 

(10)  9-14  ++ 

.Ozr.ie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10).  6-29 
. Woody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  7-27 

MERRIE  MEUODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

.Bear’s  Tale,  The  (7) 4-13  -f- 

. Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (7)..  11-2 3 

.Ceiling  Hero  (7) 7-  6 

.Circus  Today  (7) 6-22  -f- 

. Confederate  Honey  (7)....  3-30 
.Cross-Country  Detours  (7).  3-16  -j-f 

• Egg  Collector  (7) 7-20 

.Elmer’s  Candid  Camera 

(7)  

.Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  5-25 

.Ghost  Wanted  (7) 8-10 

.Good  Night  Elmer  (7).... 10-26 

.Hardship  of  Miles  Stand- 

ish  (7)  

.Holiday  Higlilights  (7).. 

.Eittle  Blahbermouse  (7)..  7-  6 -H- 

. Malibu  Beach  Party  (7). 

.Sniffles  Takes  a Trip  (7) 

.Stagefright  (.  .)  

.Tom  Thumb  in  Trouble 

(7)  6-8  ± 

.M’acky  Mild  Life  (7) 11-  9 

.Wild  Hare,  A (7)  . . . 


3-  2 


4- 27 
10-12 

7-  6 
9-14 

5- 11 
9-28 


7-27 


SPORTS  PARADE 
(Color) 

.Dogs  You  Seldom  See  (10).  11-  2 
.Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

(10)  11-30 

.Ely  Fishing  (10) 

. Fnothali  Higlilights  (10) 

TECHNICOl.OR 
. Cinderelha’s  Feller  (20)... 

.Flag  of  Humanity  (..). 

.I’ony  Express  Days  (20).. 
.Service  With  the  Colors 

(20)  

.Singin’  Dude,  Tlie  (20) 

VITAPHONE  VARIE'riES 


+ 


6-22 
3-30 
. 6-25 


COI.UMBIA 

..Deadwood  Dick  7-19 

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, Lorna  Gray. 

1161-75.  .Terry  and  the  Pirates  ...  4-12 
15  Chapters.  William 
Trae.v-Granville  Owens. 

REPUBIJC 

973  . .Adventures  of  Red  Ryder.  6-15 

Don  "Red”  Barry. 

972  ..Drums  of  F’u  Manohu....  3-15 
• • ■ ■ 15  Chapters.  Henry 

2-10  Brandon,  laiana  Walters. 

081  ..King  of  the  Ro.val 

Mounted  9-20 

....  12  Chapters.  Allan  Lane. 

....  Mysterious  Doctor  Satan 

....  15  Chapters.  Robert  W’ileox. 

gl'g  UNIVERSAL 

1881-92.  .Flash  Gordon  Con<iuers 

the  Universe  4-  9 

l.arry  (Buster)  Crabbe. 

. .Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24 


.-1)0 

.5107, 

5108 

5406 

.5110. 


± 2-10 


8-21 
7-  6 


8-31 


5-18 


-17 

7 


6-15 


.11-30 
. 9-21 

+ 

8-31 

. 6-  1 

-f 

6-15 

.10-19 
. 7-13 

+ 

7-  6 

. 8-31 
. 4-  6 

4-13 

7- 27 

4-20 

6-  8 
2-17 

8- 21 


++  2-21 


9-21 

15  Chapters.  AA'arren  Hull. 

7-27 

-f 

8-17 

5681 

. .Junior  G-Men  

9-  1 

+ 

8-  3 

-t- 

5-18 

12  Chapters.  Dead 

Kids,  I.ittle  Tough 

Guys. 

6-29 

-1- 

6-15 

5581 

. . Winners  of  the  West 

7-2 

5 11 

3-23 

-H- 

4-13 

13  Chapters.  Dick 

Fo- 

8-17 

ran,  Anne  Nagel. 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT..  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


* Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance, 


(?Laattna  4iouse 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

FALL  SPECIALS  in  new  and  recondi- 
tioned theatre  equipment.  Let  us  build 
your  new  theatre  or  remodel  your  present 
one.  Projectors,  sound,  chairs,  carpet, 
screens,  accessories.  WESTERN  THEA- 
TRE SUPPLY,  Omaha,  Neb. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

BRAND  NEW  CLOSE-OUTS  WHILE 
STOCK  LASTS — Forest  fifteen  ampere 
rectifiers,  less  bulbs,  $34.90;  Britechrome 
metal  display  frames,  30”x40”,  $3.60;  Fire 
extinguishers,  $2.95;  Ozonators,  $9.95;  Im- 
ported carbons,  9/mm,  10/14mm,  100  pairs, 
$3.95;  six  ampere  rectifier  bulbs,  $1.98. 
Theatres  completely  furnished  at  unheard 
of  prices — trades  taken — time  payments. 
S.  O.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

TAKING  A LICKING?  We’re  satisfied 
— so  will  you  be — Peerless  or  Strong  Arcs, 
$59.50;  Genelectric  Thirty-thirty  lamp- 
houses  with  regulators,  $19.50;  Rectifiers 
complete,  $24.50;  Good  chairs,  75c;  Sound- 
screens,  $9.50;  Projection  lenses,  $2.95; 
Soundheads,  $9.95;  Amplifiers,  $9.95;  RCA 
Speakers,  $3.95;  Powers  projectors,  $39.50; 
Simplex  intermittents,  $6.95;  Simplex 
Mechanisms,  $79.50;  Generators,  $39.50; 
Sound  Opticals,  $4.95.  S.  O.  S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK. 

TWO  6B  POWERS  with  sound.  Charles 
Wolmik,  3826  Pulaski,  Indiana  Harbor, 
Ind. 

ONE  PAIR  SIMPLEX  projectors  with 
complete  late  model  Western  Electric 
sound  system.  $1,000.  Scott-Ballantyne 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

FOR  SALE — Austin  Organ  complete.  3 
manual  56  stop,  all  electric  control  with 
electrical  blower  and  generator.  Organ 
used  only  a short  time.  Cost  originally 
$27,000.00.  Will  sell  at  sacrifice.  Address 
Kearse  Theatre,  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

FACTORY  RECONDITIONED  COM- 
PLETE SOUND  SYSTEMS  for  Simplex  or 
Powers  projectors.  $210.00  and  up.  Soimd- 
heads,  amplifiers,  speakers.  Complete 
throughout.  Nothing  else  to  buy.  Write 
today  for  bargain  list.  Scott-Ballantyne 
Company,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


BINGO  CARDS 

Rock  Bottom  Pricot 
Box  No.  1276 

BOXOFFICE  MAGAZINE 
480A  E.  Ninth  St.  Kamai  City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  unbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


TRADE  STIMULANTS 

BRING  UP  your  kiddie  attendances. 
Write  for  details.  National  Sales  Co.,  1951 
Humboldt  Blvd.,  Chicago,  111. 

CARTOON  BOOKLETS— Unusual  pho- 
tos. Samples,  $1.00.  NATIONAL  SALES, 
Guntersvine,  Ala. 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 

OWNER  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  SUP- 
PLY BUSINESS,  established  for  many 
years  in  New  York  City,  wishes  to  retire. 
Offers  marvelous  opportunity  for  one  con- 
nected with  this  industry  or  with  a gen- 
eral knowledge  of  this  business.  State  your 
financial  responsibility.  Room  1605 — 1450 
Broadway — New  York  City. 

EXCLUSIVE  TERRITORIAL  FRAN- 
CHISES for  constructing  and  operating 
Drive-In  theatres,  under  double  park- 
ing patent.  Josserand  Drive-In  Theatres, 
506  Republic  Bldg.,  Houston,  Texas. 


PRINTING 


LETTERHEADS  AND  ENVELOPES— 
500  8V^"xll"  sheets  and  500  6%  envelopes, 
on  good  grade  white  bond  paper,  black  ink. 
Up  to  5 lines  of  type,  $4.95  postpaid.  Send 
copy  and  check  with  order.  Paul  Miller 
Printing  Co.,  4806  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

FOR  SALE — Recently  rebuilt  theatre  in 
Southeast  Missouri.  One-third  down. 
Martin  W.  Opere,  Ste.  Genevieve,  Mo. 

SEVERAL  GOOD  THEATRES  for  sale. 
The  Delphi  Agency,  Delphi,  Indiana. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


LET  US  SELL  your  theatre.  The  Del- 
phi Agency,  Delphi,  Indiana. 


HELP  WANTED 

WANTED — Experienced  operator.  RCA, 
Simplex.  Ralph  Lamed,  LaCrosse,  Kas. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST.  Now  available.  Ex- 
perienced, sober;  references;  reasonable 
salary.  Ivan  Bell,  Lineville,  Iowa. 


OPERATOR,  Maintenance ; fifteen 
years.  Prefer  small  town;  anywhere.  Ref- 
erences. Operator,  3257  Adams,  Chicago, 
111. 


PROJECTIONIST — Experienced,  single, 
age  30.  Go  anywhere.  Marion  Myers,  La 
Grange,  Mo. 


MR.  EXHIBITOR:  INVESTIGATE! 

REAL  MANAGER.  16  years  with  major 
circuit.  Displays,  signs,  exploitation,  pro- 
jectionist. Married.  Future  more  impor- 
tant than  salary.  B-1289,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SALESMEN  WANTED 


ARE  YOU  AN  EXPERIENCED  FILM 
SALESMAN?  Do  you  want  to  handle  an 
“exhibitor  preferred”  product?  Splendid 
opportunity  now  open  for  limited  number 
of  good  men.  Wanted  immediately  to  rep- 
resent “another  source  of  supply”  for  Com- 
ing Attractions  Preview  Trailers.  Company 
now  supplying  hundreds  of  important  in- 
dependents and  chain  theatres.  Write  R. 
E.  Fulham,  Sales  Manager,  Alexander  Pre- 
view Company,  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 


.HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER'’  BLANK. 


(Send  Cosh' 
With  Order)^ 


10c  a word 


4 insertions 


BOXOFFICE, 

4804  East  Ninth  St., 

Kansas  City.  Mo.  of  3 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  “CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE.  Here- 
with is  check  □ cash  □ Money  order  □ in  the  amount  of  $ 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED  


Name  and  address  should  be  included  in  the  word  count. 


BOXOFFICE  : : October  12,  1940 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding-  publication  date. 


You  Need  to  Know 


HOW  MANY  pictures  each  company  released  in  1939-'40. 

WHAT  business  each  picture  did  at  the  boxoffice. 

WHAT  stars,  male  and  female,  have  the  best  drawing  power. 

WHAT  featured  players  have  biggest  appeal. 

WHAT  directors  did  the  best  job. 

WHAT  writers  click  the  best  at  the  boxoffice. 

WHAT  company  ratings  are  in  point  of  performance. 

WHAT  western  pictures,  stars,  directors,  producers  and  com- 
panies delivered  the  best. 


TELLS  ALL! 


Out  This  Week 


Order  Your  Copy  of  This  Excellent  Booking  Aid  Now 


$1.00  Per  Copy,  Postage  Paid. 


ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 


4804  EAST  9TH  ST. 


KANSAS  CITY.  MO. 


I VISITED  THE 
M-G-M  STUDIOS! 

By  An  Exhibitor 

FOR  years  IVe  read  about  the  studio  that  makes  the  hits! 

UNTIL  you  see  it  with  your  own  eyes  you  don’t  know  the  half  of  it! 

I SAW  acres  of  activity,  factories,  mills  ...  I saw  power  plants, 

OFFICE  buildings  . . . I saw  miles  of  clean,  wide  streets  lined  with 
HUGE  stages  where  dreams  come  true!  I found  STABILITY!  SECURITY! 
I SURVEYED  this  exciting  scene  with  the  pride  of  partnership  for  truly 
THE  solidity  of  this  Studio  is  a cooperative  responsibility  between  the 
MEN  who  make  the  pictures  and  we  who  exhibit  them.  I was  at  the 
PREVIEW  of  “Third  Finger,  Left  Hand’’  (Myrna  Loy,  Melvyn  Douglas), 

I ROARED  with  that  howling  audience  and  I predict  it  will  top 
"I  LOVE  You  Again.”  I sat  with  the  first  enthralled  public  to  see 
^^ESCAPE^'  that  great  film  from  a great  book!  (Norma  Shearer  is  the  Countess, 
Robert  Taylor  is  the  lover,)  I laughed  and  wept  at  Judy  Garland’s 
'^LITTLE  Nellie  Kelly”  a darling  of  a show.  I attended  the  historic  preview 
OF  “The  Philadelphia  Story,”  (a  Neu’ Years  Qift!)  Here  is  box-office 
ENTERTAINMENT  that  sparkles  with  fun,  romance  and 
CAST!  (Cary  Qrant,  Katharine  Hepburn,  James  Stewart),  I saw 
''BITTER  SWEET"  in  the  projection  room!  Such  opulence  of  Technicolor 
SPECTACLE  has  never  before  graced  the  screen. 

SUCH  music  (Jeanette  MacDonald,  Nelson  Eddy)  has  never  been  heard 
SINCE  magic  sound  began!  I’m  thrilled  to  return  to  my  theatre 
INSPIRED  by  the  infectious  pep  of  M-G-M,  by  my  talks  with 
IT’S  down-to-earth  producing  staff,  directors,  executives, 

BY  the  many  M-G-M  stars  and  by  the  amazing  group  of 
YOUNG  stars  on  the  way  UP!  I saw  the  smoothest  functioning 
ORGANIZATION  that  the  amusement  world  has  ever  known. 
rVE  just  signed  a contract  for  1940-41  with  the  one  and 
ONLY  outfit . . . the  Friendly  Company  of  M-G-M! 
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THIS  KEY  MIGHT  FIT 


The  exhibitors  of  the  country  have  been  very  ar- 
ticulate in  registering  their  objections  to  the  proposed 
blocks  of  five  sales  plan.  Your  observer,  fleetingly  sur- 
veying the  years,  in  fact  can  recall  no  rival  issue  which 
has  blistered  so  many  heated  tongues,  let  go  such 
sizzling  protests,  precipitated  so  many  letters  to  Wash- 
ington and  the  industry  trade  press  as  this. 

It  would  be  our  own  guess  that  Attorney  General 
Jackson  and  his  assistant,  Thurman  Arnold,  ought  to 
have  a second  cannonading  bursting  around  their  offi- 
cial desks  on  the  basis,  if  no  other,  of  the  Atlantic  City 
address  recently  delivered  by  Abram  F.  Myers  of  Allied. 
This,  of  course,  returns  us  and  our  today's  white  space 
to  the  mystery  earlier  dubbed  "Who  Flagged  the  Spe- 
cial?" and  makes  it  pretty  obvious  that  we,  for  one, 
do  not  think  the  matter  should  be  permitted  to  slide  with- 
out a lusty  effort  at  explanation. 

Now  very  frankly  we  do  not  know  what  will  come 
of  it.  There  is  the  majesty  and  the  awe  of  the  federal 
government  behind  the  Department  of  Justice.  It  could 
easily  be  that  Washington  might  inform  the  tax  paying 
exhibitor  to  mind  his  own  business;  that  he  was  not  a 
party  to  the  lawsuit  out  of  which  a consent  decree  is 
staggering.  But  it  occurs  that  the  tax  paying  exhibitor 
has  representation  in  Congress  and,  because  he  has, 
the  way  opened  to  flood  the  dark  spots  with  light. 

Myers  has  stated  this: 

"Colonel  Cole  came  to  Washington  and  we  to- 
gether saw  Thurman  Arnold.  He  declared  flatly 
no  decree  would  be  entered  that  was  not  approved 
by  the  independent  exhibitors.  A few  days  later 
when  the  trial  was  halted  and  negotiations  for  a 
decree  began,  Mr.  Arnold  repeated  his  assurance 
that  no  decree  would  be  entered  that  was  not  sat- 
isfactory to  the  independent  exhibitors." 

And  this,  in  a memorandum  to  Arnold  on  the  five 
group  scheme: 

"Why  should  a decree  be  entered  in  the  form 
submitted?  This  association,  representing  more 
independent  exhibitors  than  any  other,  is  opposed 
to  it.  The  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners  of  Amer- 
ica, consisting  primarily  of  affiliated  theatres  but 
with  some  independent  members,  is  opposed  to  it. 
According  to  the  trade  papers,  other  groups  not  af- 


filiated with  either  national  association  are  against 
the  plan.  The  plan  certainly  does  not  meet  the 
views  of  the  public  groups  as  expressed  at  the 
hearings  on  the  Neely  bill.  Since  the  plan  is  op- 
posed by  all  interests  for  whose  benefit  the  suit 
was  filed,  it  should  not  be  approved  in  deference 
to  the  doctrinaire  opinions  of  the  consent  decree 
section.  The  opposition  comes  from  those  who 
have  long  been  engaged  in  the  business  or  have 
carefully  observed  its  practices  over  a period  of 
years  . . . 

"At  the  hearing  of  exhibitors  on  September  3, 

Mr.  Arnold  told  the  representatives  of  Allied  that 
his  staff  had  done  the  best  they  could  and  that, 
on  the  whole,  he  thought  it  was  a pretty  good 
job." 

Allied  opposed  the  five  block  idea  and  apparently 
shifted  its  stand  after  endeavoring  to  set  up  certain  con- 
ditions which,  in  its  opinion,  would  have  safeguarded 
its  membership  and  at  that  some  of  its  units  don't  want 
it  at  all.  The  MPTOA  opposes.  The  Paramount  part- 
ners have  fought  it  and  probably  will  continue  to  do  so. 

Whether  this  overwhelming  majority  is  correct  or  not 
in  its  judgment  is  difficult  to  say.  If  sheer  numbers 
were  to  determine  the  issue,  the  antis  would  win  with- 
out a struggle.  Yet  this  is  on  the  outside  of  the  point 
which,  by  the  Myers'  version,  simply  is  this: 

Arnold  declared  flatly  no  decree  would  be  entered 
that  was  not  approved  by  the  independent  exhibitor. 

It  is  proposed,  and  virtually  decided,  in  fact,  that  the 
independent  exhibitor,  and  many  affiliateds  to  boot,  are 
to  get  a decree  which  they  do  not  approve. 

What  went  wrong? 

Who  interrupted  the  timetable? 

Why? 

A lot  of  theatremen  are  curious.  They  ought  to  be 
demanding  the  answers. 


"BIG  5"  WIN  LEGAL  SWEEPSTAKES; 
LOCAL  DECREES,  SUITS;  THEATRE 


CLEAR  OF 
HAND  FREE 

” Asked  Life,  But 
Gets  3 Months'' 


Additional  Strength  to 
Belief  a Settlement  Is 
Now  Near  at  Hand 

By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 
New  York — Chalking  up  a significant 
victory,  if  not  the  major  conquest  of  them 
all,  the  “Big  Five”  win  these  points  from 
the  department  of  justice,  thereby  giving 
additional  strength  to  the  widely  accepted 
belief  now  that  the  consent  decree  is 
genuinely  close  at  hand: 

1 —  Existing  consent  decrees  against 
Fox  West  Coast  in  Los  Angeles  and  B&K 
in  Chicago  will  be  wiped  out  and  super- 
seded by  the  proposed  master  decree, 
ending  the  government  suit  against  the 
five  theatre-operating  majors. 

2 —  Pending  anti-trust  suits  against  the 
Schines  in  Buffalo,  Crescent  in  Nashville 
and  the  Griffiths  in  Oklahoma  City  will 
be  dismissed  insofar  as  they  apply  to 
Loew's,  Paramount,  RKO,  20th  Century- 
Fox  and  Warner. 

3 —  The  major  circuits  will  be  permitted 
to  acquire  or  build  wherever  their  "best 
interests"  will  be  served. 

While  an  agreement  “in  principle”  was 
reached  in  New  York,  October  8,  it  was 
not  until  the  following  Sunday,  October  13, 
that  final  clarification  and  an  under- 
standing on  these  moot  points  which 
threatened  to  stymie  the  entry  of  a decree 
were  reached  in  a conference  concluded 
by  Robert  W.  Perkins  and  Joseph  H.  Hazen 
of  Warner  and  “Trust  Buster”  Thurman 
Arnold  and  his  aides. 

Master  Decree  Will  Rule 
In  seeking  to  wipe  out  the  FWC  and 
B&K  decrees,  counsel  for  the  majors 
argued  that,  unless  this  was  done,  the 
master  decree  would  conflict  with  local 
agreements  and  conditions.  Distributors 
also  contended  that,  since  all  the  alleged 
abuses  presumably  are  to  be  taken  care  of 
by  the  master  decree,  there  was  no  reason 
for  the  other  two. 

The  same  argument  held  for  the  three 
pending  suits  against  Schine,  Crescent  and 
Griffith  Bros.  However,  the  government 
continues  its  litigation  against  these  cir- 
cuits and  Columbia,  UA  and  Universal,  the 
latter  the  three  non-signatories  to  the 
master  decree. 

Settled  "Once  and  for  All" 

In  seeking  the  dismissals,  the  govern- 
ment will  not  insist  that  they  be  done 
“without  prejudice.”  Hence  the  three 
localized  actions  will  be  cleared  against  the 
“Big  Five,”  once  and  for  all,  regardless  of 
the  outcome  of  the  actions  against  “Little 
Three”  and  independent  circuits  directly 
involved. 

It  was  not  an  easy  matter  for  distributor 
spokesmen  to  obtain  the  concessions  they 
finally  wrung  from  the  government.  It  is 
stated  Arnold’s  men  held  their  ground 
imtil  Loew’s  and  20th-Fox  threatened  to 
walk  out  on  the  decree.  The  contention 
by  these  companies  was  that  the  dismis- 
sal of  all  local  suits  was  one  of  the  basic 
factors  which  led  them  to  consider  a mas- 
ter decree,  particularly  the  saving  in  legal 
expenses  and  the  time  of  their  more  im- 
portant executives. 

As  to  theatre  expansion,  the  majors  now 


Language  Barrier 
Hurdled,  He  Says 

New  York — All  differences  on  langu- 
age for  the  proposed  consent  decree  have 
been  ironed  out,  a major  lawyer  states. 
Therefore,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  possible  a 
finished  draft  will  be  ready  for  Judge 
Goddard  next  Tuesday. 

Commenting  on  J.  Stephen  Doyle's 
"certain  collateral  matters"  yet  to  be 
agreed  upon,  the  distributor  attorney 
adds  this  was  meant  to  be  the  rules  of 
arbitration. 

Not  many  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  October  7 draft  of  the  decree.  This 
is  the  fourth  gotten  up  by  distributors.  A 
filth  is  in  work. 

J 


are  to  be  at  liberty  to  build  where  the  in- 
vestments of  current  properties  will  be 
protected,  whether  in  areas  in  which  they 
are  now  active  or  in  new  areas.  The  gov- 
ernment had  previously  insisted  that  ex- 
pansion could  only  be  undertaken  if  it 
could  be  viewed  as  “a  public  necessity.”  If 
the  circuits  agreed  to  this  their  progress 
would  be  stalemated,  they  pointed  out. 
Builders  from  time  to  time  approach  the 
majors  and  ask  them  to  sign  long  leases 
because  they  would  rather  do  business  with 
them  than  independents,  went  the  argu- 
ment. 

In  other  words,  it  was  insisted  that  the 
majors  would  be  circumscribed  in  their  ac- 
tivities as  exhibitors  while  independents, 
not  a party  to  the  decree,  could  continue 
expansion  with  no  restrictions  placed  upon 
their  activities.  It  is  understood  that  it 
likewise  was  made  clear  theatre  investors, 
on  this  basis,  would  have  no  recourse  but 
to  do  business  with  small  operators  when 
they  preferred  the  major  chains  and  that 
this  would  place  an  unorthodox  and  un- 
usual restriction  on  normal  business  enter- 
prise. 

Now  to  Arbitration 

One  spokesman  attending  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  palaver  stated  the  decree 
is  now  a matter  of  a week  or  so  at  the 
most.  “After  three  years,”  he  said,  “we 
have  finally  solved  a critical  situation 
which  has  faced  us.” 

With  the  major  phase  of  the  decree  re- 
garded as  out  of  the  way,  the  negotiators 
this  week  settled  down  to  finishing  arbi- 
tration rules  and  regulations  with  the  AAA 
in  New  York.  These  discussions  were 
temporarily  discontinued  while  the  other 
decree  issues  were  on  tap.  In  this  con- 
nection, it  is  stated  that  as  soon  as  the 
decree  is  signed  machinery  to  put  the 
arbitration  boards  into  immediate  opera- 
tion will  be  set  up. 

While  it  is  admitted  arbitration  applies 
to  1941-42  contracts,  the  intention  is  to 
get  as  many  cases  heard  and  out  of  the 
way  as  soon  as  possible.  Decisions  on 
clearances  and  other  matters  provided  for 
in  the  decree  will  not  be  made  operative 
until  the  1941-42  season.  The  idea,  in  any 
event,  is  to  start  the  new  season  off  with 
a decree.  And  with  the  decree  as  many 
changes  in  the  new  order  as  possible. 

The  decree,  it  is  said,  runs  about  50 
pages,  exclusive  of  the  arbitration  provi- 


New  York — “The  government  asked  that 
the  industry  be  given  life  imprisonment 
and  is  settling  with  a consent  decree  that 
isn’t  worth  more  than  a three  months’ 
sentence.” 

So  goes  the  appraisal  of  an  observer 
who  is  lined  up  with  neither  side  in  the 
equity  suit,  but  who  apparently  has  taken 
the  time  to  create  a balance  sheet  of  the 
proceedings  to  date,  including  what  he 
thinks  will  ultimately  turn  up  in  the  de- 
cree. Privately,  he  leans  to  the  opinion 
the  defendants’  attorneys  have  completely 
out-maneuvered  the  justice  department’s 
experts. 

He  credits  the  government’s  representa- 
tives with  having  scored  a one-point  vic- 
tory, and  a minor  one  at  that,  in  the  33- 
point  petition  leveled  at  the  majors.  Ac- 
cording to  his  tabulation,  the  justice  de- 
partment seemingly  has  won  only  its  de- 
mand for  elimination  of  blind  selling.  As 
against  this,  the  department  has  lost  its 
demands  for  the  divorcement  of  theatres — 
considered  the  “main  issue”  in  the  suit — 
the  elimination  of  “compulsion”  in  the 
practice  of  block  booking,  a house-cleaning 
in  the  Hollywood  situation,  and  some  form 
of  judicial  restraint  in  respect  to  at  least 
25  other  charges  including  the  accusa- 
tion that  majors  force  on  independent 
exhibitors  arbitrary  and  and  “imconscion- 
able”  film  rentals. 

Majors  Accept  Willingly 

This  last  charge  is  singled  out  to  dem- 
onstrate the  purported  willingness,  actually 
described  as  “silent  rejoicing,”  by  the  ma- 
jors in  accepting  a decree.  How  this  source 
backs  up  his  reasoning: 

“The  original  petition  on  which  the  suit 
is  based  contains  about  33  points.  The 
decree  that  will  dispose  of  it  touches  only 
two;  the  elimination  of  blind  selling  and 
a new  form  of  block  booking,  now  known 
as  blocks  of  five,  but  which  was  not  even 
demanded  in  the  petition.  Remember,  the 
defendants  are  automatically  given  a pres- 
ent of  some  30  points  which  are  not  being 
contested.  Some  of  those  points,  if  they 
(Continued  on  page  31) 


sions,  which  separately  runs  about  20 
pages.  While  a general  reference  to  arbi- 
tration will  be  made  in  the  text,  the  rules 
and  regulations  themselves  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 
dard about  a week  after  the  master  decree 
is  formalized. 

All  of  the  “Big  Five”  are  in  agreement 
on  arbitration  as  it  is  being  set  up  by  the 
AAA.  There  were  two  or  three  points 
where  distributors  and  government  spokes- 
men did  not  see  eye  to  eye,  but  these  have 
been  cleared  up  satisfactorily. 

The  system  to  be  applied  to  the  indus- 
try is  that  generally  adopted  by  the 
American  Arbitration  Association,  which 
will  be  in  complete  charge.  The  New  York 
tribunal  and  appeals  board  of  three,  it  is 
learned,  will  be  set  up  at  the  AAA  head- 
quarters. 
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CHALLENGES  EXHIBITOR  "DETRACTOR";  CHARGES 
DECREE  IS  "IN  SOME  RESPECTS  NIGHTMARISH" 


New  York — In  a letter  to  Boxoffice,  Ben  Levin  of  the  General  Theatrical  Com- 
pany of  San  Franeisco,  criticized  an  unnamed  spokesman  for  one  of  the  “Big  5”  who 
had  charged  opposition  to  the  five-block  selling  proposal  was  stemming  from  exhibi- 
tors who  chiseled  on  prices  and  those  who  vacationed  10  months  out  of  eaeh  year. 

Levin  protested  and  suggested  an  intelligent  discussion  in  open  debate  “on  the 
false  and  belittling  remarks  made  in  this  article  would  bring  a lot  of  things  to  light. 
Let’s  have  it.” 

Editorially , Boxoffice  stated,  “All  right,  then.  Let’s  have  it.”  Now  Levin  starts  it: 


Asks  for  Stand 
On  the  Consent 

Washington  — Allied  wants  to  know 
where  E.  L.  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president, 
and  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  of  New  York 
president,  stand  on  the  consent  decree  and 
what  the  grounds  for  their  opposition  are. 

“If  they  will  state  that  it  is  based  wholly 
upon  the  five-picture  plan,  then  all  ex- 
hibitor groups  and  public  groups  will  stand 
on  common  ground,”  an  organization  bul- 
letin declares  and  then  points  out  “certain- 
ly no  exhibitor  organization  has  made 
more  vigorous  representations  against  the 
plan  than  Allied.”  Further, 

“According  to  the  San  Francisco  Chron- 
icle for  September  9,  Dr.  Ray  Lyman  Wil- 
bur, head  of  the  M.  P.  Research  Council, 
the  clearing  house  for  the  public  groups 
on  motion  picture  affairs,  has  wired  the 
attorney  general  a vigorous  protest  against 
the  plan.  There  is,  therefore,  no  issue  so 
far  as  the  five-picture  plan  is  concerned 
except  as  between  the  exhibitor  and  the 
public  groups,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
department  of  justice  and  the  five  con- 
senting defendants,  on  the  other.” 

How  to  “Settle"  Issue 

On  the  specific  challenge  to  Kuykendall 
and  Brandt,  the  bulletin  observes  this: 

“Mr.  Kuykendall  believes  that  all  dif- 
ferences should  be  settled  within  the  in- 
dustry. He  should  be  closer  to  the  five 
consenting  defendants  than  any  other  ex- 
hibitor. Why  doesn’t  he  persuade  them 
not  to  consent  to  the  plan?  That  would 
settle  the  issue  at  once. 

“Allied  would  like  to  know  how  Messrs. 
Kuykendall  and  Brandt  stand  on  other 
provisions  of  the  decree.  As  president  of 
MPTOA,  which  includes  the  affiliated  cir- 
cuits in  its  membership,  how  does  Mr. 
Kuykendall  stand  on  the  provisions  aimed 
at  curbing  chain  buying  power? 

“As  head  of  a large  buying  combine, 
how  does  Mr.  Brandt  stand  on  the  pro- 
visions which  are  aimed  at  curbing  the 
buying  power  of  the  combines? 

Should  Make  Position  "Clear" 

“Also,  these  men  should  state  their  posi- 
tion on  the  clear  cut  provision  against 
forcing  short  subjects  and  newsreels:  the 
provision  for  leasing  pictures  within  the 
exchange  district;  the  provision  for  mak- 
ing pictures  available  on  some  run;  the 
provision  for  arbitrating  clearance  dis- 
putes; the  remedy  for  discriminating  in 
favor  of  circuits  and  buying  combines;  the 
limitation  on  the  acquisition  of  theatres 
and  the  escape  clause? 

“Are  they  for  or  against  these  pro- 
visions? 

“Mr.  Kuykendall  has  indicated  that  he 
is  against  all  government  interference. 
After  all  the  years  of  futility  and  frustra- 
tion, does  he  think  that  the  relief  embodied 
in  the  above-mentioned  provisions  will  be 
forthcoming  by  voluntary  action  of  the 
distributors  and  the  circuits? 

“Mr.  Brandt  at  the  hearings  on  the 
Neely  bill  declared  that  the  worst  evil  of  the 
business  was  domination  by  the  affiliated 
theatres.  Does  he  now  object  to  relief 
against  such  domination  because  buying 
(Continued  on  page  31) 


“This  consent  decree  and  what  new 
problems  it  presents  to  the  industry  is,  in 
some  of  its  respects,  nightmarish;  the 
smaller  the  exhibitor,  the  greater  his  prob- 
lems. 

“Referring  again  to  your  article  of  Sep- 
tember 28,  from  the  so-called  source,  let’s 
analyze  some  of  his  statements: 

“When  asked  about  cancellation,  the  in- 
formant said,  ‘When  an  exhibitor  passes 
up  one,  two  or  three  pictures  in  a group 
he  immediately  effects  a 10,  20  or  30  per 
cent  elimination.’ 

"Battled  for  Elimination" 

“How  can  any  man  with  any  sense  make 
a statement  like  that?  For  years  we  have 
battled  for  a 10  per  cent  elimination  and 
have  had  a devil  of  a time  trying  to  get  it. 
Now  this  so-called  brain  comes  along  and 
says  we  will  be  able  to  pass  up  one,  two  or 
three  pictures  in  a group.  Of  course,  this 
‘source’  will  not  answer  me  and  say.  ‘Sure, 
you  can  cancel  them  if  they  are  objection- 
able on  account  of  moral  or  religious 
grounds.’  However,  these  are  not  the  only 
grounds  for  which  we  wish  to  cancel  pic- 
tures, as  he  well  knows. 

“Also,  his  statement  that  various  public 
groups,  such  as  Parent-Teachers’  Associa- 
tions, the  Legion  of  Decency  and  women’s 
clubs  will  be  invited  to  all  trade  showings. 
These  representatives,  it  is  pointed  out,  will 
be  expected  to  immediately  notify  exhibi- 
tors through  their  regular  channels  of 
their  reaction  to  films,  thereby  giving 
theatre  owners  an  opportunity  to  reject  or 
accept  a film  long  before  a salesman  has 
approached  the  account. 

An  “Asinine  Statement" 

“What  an  asinine  statement  that  one  is ! 
Where  in  the  devil  have  the  distributors 
promised  you  an  elimination  in  any  group 
and  what  are  the  little  exhibitors  who  are 
now  running  the  pictures  so  old  they  have 
whiskers  going  to  do?  Sit  and  wait  until 
all  the  holier-than-thou  organizations  who 
haven’t  a quarter  invested  in  the  business 
tell  them  that  they  now  have  their  per- 
mission to  run  the  picture? 

“As  you  can  readily  see  from  this  let- 
ter, I am  bitterly  against  the  five-picture 
plan  which  I believe  can  end  up  in  only 
one  thing — the  complete  elimination  of  the 
little  man  and  his  theatre  in  this  industry, 
to  which  many  of  them  have  devoted  a 
lifetime.  If,  with  all  the  other  problems, 
such  as  the  fight  to  keep  the  people  com- 
ing to  his  theatre  against  competition  of 
night  baseball,  dog  racing,  radio,  etc.,  he 
now  has  to  lie  awake  nights  worrying 
about  the  fight  the  next  day  with  some 
picture  salesman  who  doesn’t  like  the  way 
he  ‘combs  his  hair’  and  thinks  the  dumb 
kluck  exhibitor  should  be  doing  anything 
but  running  a theatre,  they  will  do  one 
thing,  and  maybe  two,  to  the  little  ex- 
hibitor. First,  drive  him  crazy  and  sec- 
ond, out  of  business. 

“I  think  I have  gone  far  enough  in 


criticizing  the  statements  of  this  so-called 
source  and  I believe  that,  if  there  is  an 
ounce  of  fairness  on  the  part  of  the  dis- 
tributors, they  should  have  been  the  first 
to  repudiate  the  statements  of  this  man 
who  is  either  very  unfair,  to  put  it  mildly, 
or  is  a lying  fool. 

“In  closing,  let  me  say  this:  Let  us  as  a 
united  industry  for  once  fight  this  damn- 
able clause  for  the  common  good.” 

R.  H.  Poole,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  Conference  of  Independent 
Theatre  Owners,  writes: 

“Your  article  in  Boxoffice  of  September 
28,  captioned  ‘Public  Groups  to  Appraise 
Product,  Supply  Data  to  Exhibitors  as  a 
Pre-Buying  Guide,’  has  created  among  a 
great  number  of  exhibitors  a feeling  that 
they  have  been  unjustly  criticized  in  said 
article  by  the  ‘source’  quoted. 

Feel  Article  to  Be  a “Slap" 

“The  entire  tone,  thought,  innuendo, 
and  pointed  statements,  it  is  felt,  are  sub- 
versive to  the  sincere  beliefs  and  actions  of 
many  groups  of  independent  theatre  own- 
ers, who  feel  that  the  article  was  intended 
as  a direct  ‘slap’  at  them. 

“With  so  many  complaints  and  upon 
careful  analysis  of  the  intent  of  the  story, 
we  feel  impelled  to  write  you  because  all 
of  the  exhibitors  of  the  United  States  can- 
not help  but  request  a publication  of  the 
‘source’  of  said  article. 

“We  in  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference  of 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  feel  that  now 
in  these  trying  times  there  should  be  a 
complete  understanding  of  the  exhibitor 
problems  on  the  part  of  all  distributors 
and  our  executive  actions  as  a Conference 
have  gone  a long  way  toward  our  endeavor 
to  understand  the  distributor  and  pro- 
ducer problems. 

"Lack  of  Understanding" 

“Therefore,  the  above  mentioned  article 
indicates  a complete  lack  of  understand- 
ing of  exhibitor  problems. 

“Boxoffice  has  won  for  itself  the  fine 
commendation,  as  well  as  the  substantial 
support  of  exhibitor  bodies  throughout  the 
entire  United  States.  Boxoffice  has  al- 
ways been,  in  our  opinion,  constructive, 
showing  a sincere  desire  to  aid  in  building 
up  one  of  the  greatest  industries  in  the 
world  and  it  is  because  of  this  fact  that  we 
feel  justified  in  calling  your  attention  to 
the  exhibitor  reaction  to  the  above-men- 
tioned stoiy  with  the  hope  that  you  will 
feel  equally  justified  in  publishing  the 
‘source’  quoted  in  said  article.” 

Boxoffice  already  has  pointed  out  edi- 
torially the  source  of  any  news  story  is 
never  divulged  without  permission;  that 
anonyrnity  was  asked  in  this  instance  and, 
of  course,  granted,  but  that  it  was  decided 
as  far  more  essential  to  place  the  opinions 
under  subsequent  fire  before  the  nation’s 
exhibitors  than  to  pass  them  by  merely 
because  the  informant’s  name  was  not  to 
be  used. 
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CHARLIE  CHAPLIN  holds  to  the 
view  man's  saving  grace  has 
been  his  capacity  for  laughter  even 
under  tragic  circumstances.  "It 
would  be  a sad  moment  if  we 
couldn't  laugh  now.  I believe  there 
is  more  promise  and  sign  of  victory 
if  we  in  America  can  laugh  about 
them  [the  Nazis].  I've  always  felt 
that  the  nation  which  can  laugh  is 
nearest  to  being  sane,"  he  observes. 

So  he  made  "The  Great  Dictator." 

The  industry,  in  near  and  removed 
places,  of  course  will  want  to  know 
all  there  is  to  tell  about  this  at- 
traction. Not  since  1936  and  "Mod- 
ern Times"  has  there  been  a Chap- 
lin on  the  screen.  Because  of  a 
reputation  long  since  solidly  and 
deeply  imbedded  in  whatever  per- 
manent foundation  this  business 
may  be  said  to  rest  upon,  any  Chap- 
lin effort  is  an  event.  It  becomes  a 
happier  enterprise,  moreover,  to  re- 
port his  current  endeavor  emerges 
on  a high  plane. 

Wide  Range 

"The  Great  Dictator"  is  entertain- 
ing as  Chaplin  individually  and 
probably  alone,  knows  how.  It  is 
freguently  brilliant.  It  is  vastly  di- 
verting. It  is  almost  always  mean- 
ingful, but  in  terms  of  genuine  com- 
edy and  satirical  blows  that  range 
from  darts  to  sledge  hammers  ex- 
cept for  the  final  thrilling  and  mag- 
nificent speech.  There,  the  tempo 
and  the  mood  swing  sharply  and 
even  startlingly  from  comedy  to 
straight  dramatic  propaganda  for  the 
downfall  of  dictators  and  the  con- 
tinuation of  a more  reasoned  living. 

No  doubt  it  is  generally  known 
Chaplin  plays  two  parts.  He  is  a 
Jewish  barber  who  fought  for  To- 
mania  in  '18;  also  Adenoid  Hynkel, 
dictator.  Their  poths  cross  when  the 
barber  escapes  from  a concentra- 
tion camp  in  the  uniform  of  the 
double  cross,  is  mistaken  for  Hyn- 
kel who,  in  turn,  is  mistaken  for  the 
barber.  The  invasion  of  Osterlich 
completed,  the  barber  takes  to  the 
waiting  microphones  and  there,  in 
courage  born  out  of  bewilderment 
and  fear,  swings  the  army  and  the 
populace  from  totalitarianism  back 
to  democracy  in  that  single,  im- 
passioned address.  On  a keynote 
of  high  hope  and  a new  day,  the 
picture  concludes. 

But  there  is  a great  deal  between. 


On  the  one  side,  the  cruelties,  the 
inconsistencies,  the  fears  and  the 
frailities  of  the  dictatorships  are  ex- 
plored and  exploded  by  Chaplin's 
depth  bombs.  On  the  other,  the  suf- 
ferings, the  patience,  the  kindliness 
and  the  hopes  of  the  ghetto  people, 
the  representatives  of  all  minorities, 
are  gently  portrayed.  It  is  a sharp 
and  revealing  contrast,  stressing  the 
fundamental  philosophies  of  a sys- 
tem which  rules  by  fire  and  sword 
and  of  a system  which  allows  all 
people  to  follow  freely  the  pursuit 
of  happiness  to  whatever  measure 
they  manage  to  achieve  it,  unop- 
pressed and  unhampered. 

Chaplin,  of  course,  had  a purpose. 
In  terms  of  entertainment,  he  set  out 
to  prove  the  dictators  are  not  super- 
men, not  infallibles,  not  immortals; 
that  they  live  and  they  die;  that  they 
have  their  misgivings,  their  uncer- 
tainties, their  jealousies  and  their 
final  defeats.  In  terms  of  superla- 
tive entertainment  he  accomplishes 
this  purpose  by  the  cleverness  and 
the  ingenuity  through  which  these 
human  failings  are  pointed  up. 
Chaplin  piles  on  satire  and  ridicule 
and,  in  the  doing,  punctures  with 
laughter  any  theories  of  indispens- 
ability with  which  these  onnointed 
ones  seek  to  envelope  themselves. 

Some  Peak  Points 

Hynkel  thunders,  sputters  and 
spits  in  a gibberish  that  is  a com- 
bination of  German  and  Chaplin; 
it  is  close  to  the  panic  line. 

Hynkel  does  a bubble  dance  with 
a balloon  representing  the  world; 
the  balloon  finally  is  punctured  and 
the  dictator's  world  is  crashed  about 
his  head.  A highlight  of  the  pic- 
ture. 

HynkeTs  pens  stick  in  their  ink- 
wells; it's  funny,  but  it  also  riddles 
the  totalitarian  idea  of  perfect  ef- 
ficiency. 

Herring,  whose  name  will  fool  no 
one,  produces  a bullet-proof  suit  and 
a new  type  of  parachute;  one  shot 
proves  the  suit  is  not  bullet-proof 
and  the  parachute  fails  to  open.  And 
once  more  Nazi  coordination  be- 
comes the  butt. 

Hynkel  and  Benzino  Napaloni,  the 
dictator  of  Bacteria,  row  over  inva- 
sion. In  their  excitement,  Hynkel 
covers  his  strawberries  with  mustard 
and  Napaloni  likewise  his  sandwich. 
Only  it  turns  out  to  be  English  mus- 
( Continued  on  page  24) 
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ESTIMATORS  PREDICT  EXCESS  PROFIT  TAXES 
WILL  MAKE  NO  SERIODS  INROADS  INTO  TRADE 


Foreign  Market  Losses  Overtime  Shift  in  Wages-Hour 

Leave  Little  Excess 
Over  Requirements 


Washington — Excess  profits  taxes  rang- 
ing from  25  to  50  per  cent  will  affect  cor- 
porations in  the  motion  picture  industry 
less  seriously  than  the  increases  in  the 
normal  tax  on  corporate  income,  it  is  es- 
timated by  representatives  of  the  industry. 

So  far  as  the  production  branch  is  con- 
cerned, it  is  believed  that  the  loss  of  reve- 
nues from  the  contraction  of  foreign  mar- 
kets will  leave  but  little  “excess”  over  the 
eight  per  cent  return  which  is  provided 
as  normal  for  companies  electing  to  fig- 
ure their  profits  on  invested  capital  or 
the  “average”  of  three  of  the  past  four 
years  which  may  be  taken  as  an  alterna- 
tive. 

In  exhibition,  there  may  be  more  of  a 
margin  as  a result  of  the  heavy  boxoffice 
returns  of  the  many  fine  pictures  released 
this  year  and  the  continuance  of  recovery 
from  the  doldrums  of  the  early  thirties, 
but  there  will  be  many  corporations  which 
do  not  exceed  the  eight  per  cent. 

Industry  Secured  8%  Figure 

The  eight  per  cent  figure  was  fought  for 
and  largely  secured  by  representatives  of 
the  industry  who  told  members  of  House 
and  Senate  committees  in  charge  of  the 
legislation  that  the  House  provisions,  fig- 
uring the  normal  return  as  seven  per 
cent  of  the  first  $500,000  of  invested  cap- 
ital and  five  per  cent  on  all  over  that 
figure,  was  entirely  too  low  for  corpora- 
tions which  had  been  struggling  with  do- 
mestic depression  and  failing  foreign  mar- 
kets for  a number  of  years. 

More  important,  it  is  believed,  will  be 
the  increase  in  the  normal  tax  rate  on 
corporations.  Already  increased  by  one 
per  cent  in  the  first  revenue  act  of  1940 
and  further  burdened  by  the  “defense” 
tax-on-tax  of  10  per  cent  of  the  amount 
of  tax  due,  the  excess  profits  bill  further 
increased  the  rate  by  two  per  cent  in  the 
case  of  the  smaller  corporations  and  3.1 
per  cent  for  those  with  net  incomes  be- 
ginning around  $40,000. 

Increased  Taxes  in  View 

Meanwhile,  warnings  were  voiced  in 
Washington  that  the  increases  in  taxes 
made  this  year,  including  the  lowering  of 
the  admission  exemption  from  40  to  20 
cents  and  the  lowering  of  the  personal  ex- 
emptions for  individuals,  are  merely  a pre- 
lude to  further  taxation  next  year. 

Treasury  actuaries  already  are  studying 
the  possibilities  of  securing  further  new 
revenue  and  the  balancing  of  the  budget 
again  has  been  postponed  in  the  light  of 
the  knowledge  that  a further  increase  of 
maybe  $20,000,000,000  will  be  required  in 
the  legal  limit  of  the  national  debt  to 
finance  the  preparedness  program.  The 
first  part  of  that  increase,  probably  $9,- 
000,000,000,  will  be  asked  of  Congress  short- 
ly after  the  new  session  convenes  in  Jan- 
uary. 

So  far  no  hints  have  been  given  of  the 
avenues  to  be  explored  in  the  framing  of 
the  new  tax  bill,  but  there  is  the  possi- 


Stars  Crowd  Film 
Aiding  Red  Cross 


New  York — Star-studded  is  the  word  for 
the  industry’s  special  film,  produced  and 
paid  for  by  Warner,  on  behalf  of  the  forth- 
coming Red  Cross  drive  which  opens  No- 
vember 11. 

Deanna  Durbin,  as  earlier  reported,  holds 
the  chief  spot  with  rendition  of  “The 
Rose  of  No  Man’s  Land.”  Appearing  in 
the  film,  however,  are  Edward  Arnold,  Kay 
Kyser,  James  Cagney,  Lum  ’n’  Abner, 
Irene  Rich,  Pat  O’Brien,  George  Burns, 
Gene  Autry  and  his  Texas  Rangers,  Joe 
Penner,  Don  Ameche,  Edward  G.  Robin- 
son, Orson  Welles,  Charles  Laughton,  Shir- 
ley Temple,  Paul  Muni,  Mickey  Rooney, 
John  Garfield,  Mary  Martin,  Olivia  de 
Havilland,  Jinny  Simms,  David  Butler,  Don 
Wilson,  The  Merry  Macks,  Phil  Silvers, 
Sidney  Miller,  Bonita  Granville,  Jackie 
Cooper,  Wendall  Niles  and  Claire  Trevor. 

Distribution  will  be  handled  by  nine  na- 
tional distributors  whose  branch  managers 
have  been  named  as  district  coordinators, 
as  published  in  Boxoffice  for  October  5. 
Prints  are  designed  to  be  in  exchanges  in 
ample  time  for  dates  starting  November 
10. 

Eastman  Contributes 

While  Warner  handled  production  detail, 
the  raw  stock  was  contributed  by  Eastman 
Kodak  to  the  tune  of  2,000,000  feet  through 
Edward  P.  Curtis  and  by  DuPont  to  a 
total  of  300,000  feet  through  George  A. 
Scanlon.  The  prints  were  made  by  Her- 
bert J.  Yates  of  Consolidated. 

Leslie  E.  Thompson,  general  chairman 
of  the  motion  picture  theatre  campaign 
committee,  emphasizes  that  the  second 
film,  featuring  Priscilla  Lane,  will  be  sup- 
plied and  booked  by  local  Red  Cross  chap- 
ters and  not  by  distributors.  “Prints  of 
this  official  trailer,”  he  points  out,  “will 
be  secured  by  the  Red  Cross  chapters 
through  their  own  national  headquarters 
in  Washington.  Consequently,  it  is  im- 
portant that  exhibitors  first  contact  the 
local  Red  Cross  organization  concerning 
the  theatre’s  cooperation  with  the  en- 
rollment of  Red  Cross  members  in  the  lo- 
cality, arrange  to  secure  the  official  Red 
Cross  trailer  from  the  local  chapter  and 
then  file  a request  with  the  district  co- 
ordinator for  the  Deanna  Durbin  picture.” 


bility  of  a further  reduction  in  the  ad- 
mission exemption,  which  may  be  wiped 
out  entirely.  The  tremendous  increase  in 
return  following  the  cutting  of  the  ex- 
emption to  20  cents — 150  per  cent  for  the 
first  month — evidenced  the  great  reservoir 
which  might  be  tapped.  The  present  ex- 
emption, it  is  pointed  out,  frees  summer- 
resort  “rides”  and  many  small  but  highly 
popular  amusements  from  tax. 


Washington — New  definitions  covering 
professional,  executive  and  administrative 
employes  who  are  exempt  from  the  over- 
time provisions  of  the  wage-hour  act  have 
been  issued  by  Wage-Hour  Administrator 
Philip  B.  Fleming  which  will  give  to  the 
film  industry  a measure  of  the  relief  for 
which  it  applied  at  hearings  held  last 
summer  by  Harold  Stein,  assistant  direc- 
tor of  hearings. 

Announcing  the  new  definitions.  Ad- 
ministrator Fleming  explained  that  pro- 
visions have  been  added  to  cover  employes 
in  the  artistic  professions  “in  the  broad 
sense  of  the  word,”  including  writers, 
photographers,  motion  picture  actors,  mu- 
sicians, painters,  etc. 

As  now  defined,  employes  will  be  con- 
sidered professionals  when  they  are  paid 
$200  or  more  a month  and  are  engaged  in 
work  predominately  intellectual  and  varied 
in  character,  requiring  the  consistent  ex- 
ercise of  discretion  and  judgment  in  its 
performance  and  of  such  a character  that 
the  output  produced  or  the  result  accom- 
plished cannot  be  standardized  in  relation 
to  a given  period  of  time,  and  who  does 
not  engage  in  work  performed  by  non-ex- 
empt employes  for  more  than  20  per  cent 
of  the  hours  worked  by  the  latter  except 
where  such  work  “is  an  essential  part  of 
and  necessarily  incident  to  work  of  a pro- 
fessional nature,”  and  whose  work  re- 
quires knowledge  of  an  advanced  type  in 
a field  of  science  or  learning  customarily 
acquired  by  a prolonged  course  of  special- 
ized intellectual  instruction  and  study. 

Covers  the  Arts 

Definitely  designed  to  cover  the  arts,  it 
is  provided  that  in  lieu  of  the  above,  pro- 
fessional status  may  be  given  any  person 
whose  work  is  predominately  original  and 
creative  in  character  in  a recognized  field 
of  artistic  endeavor  as  opposed  to  work 
which  can  be  produced  by  a person  en- 
dowed with  general  manual  or  intellectual 
ability  and  training,  and  the  result  of 
which  depends  primarily  on  the  invention, 
imagination  or  talent  of  the  employe. 

Employes  classified  as  executives  must 
receive  not  less  than  $30  a week  and  must 
be  engaged  in  management  duties  for  at 
least  80  per  cent  of  the  work  week,  except 
where  they  are  in  sole  charge  of  an  inde- 
pendent establishment  or  a physically- 
separated  branch  establishment,  while  an 
administrator  worker  is  one  who  receives 
$200  or  more  a month  for  work  which  re- 
quires the  exercise  of  discretion  and  inde- 
pendent judgment  or,  under  only  general 
supervision,  performs  office  or  field  work 
directly  related  to  management  policy  or 
general  business  operations  along  special- 
ized or  technical  lines  requiring  special 
training,  experience  or  knowledge. 


Para't  Sessions  Nov,  1 1 

Hollywood  — Paramount  executives 
from  New  York  and  the  company’s  theatre 
operators  and  partners  are  slated  to  hold 
their  annual  production  meetings  here 
beginning  November  11. 
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Albany  Area  Split 
On  Price  Increase 


Albany — The  matter  of  increased  ad- 
missions is  being  generally  discussed 
among  exhibitors  in  the  territory,  but  a 
survey  shows  no  unanimity  of  opinion. 
While  a large  majority  apparently  would 
like  to  tilt,  they  split  on  the  rocks  of 
whether  this  is  the  proper  time  to  do  it, 
and,  if  so,  how.  Distributing  companies 
in  this  area  favor  such  hikes  as  can  be 
made,  to  compensate  for  loss  of  business 
in  foreign  markets. 

Some  exhibitors  are  inclined  to  agree 
with  Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager  of 
Warner  Theatres,  that  a general  price 
upping  would  be  the  best  solution.  Others 
think  an  increase  on  “big”  pictures  is  bet- 
ter policy.  However,  just  as  a number  of 
those  favoring  Bernhard’s  plan  qualify  ap- 
proval with  statement  it  must  be  adopted 
by  all,  to  be  workable,  many  in  the  group 
supporting  a price  leveling  upward  on 
“specials,”  add  the  idea  must  not  be  over- 
done. “Look  out  for  ‘lemons’  which  will 
sour  the  customers,”  is  warning  of  this 
school.  The  point  is  advanced  by  some 
that  the  possibility  of  creating  a “vicious 
circle,”  with  various  producing  companies 
trying  to  keep  ahead  of  competitors  by 
asking  still  larger  price  increases,  should 
be  remembered. 

Another  group,  including  a number  of 
subsequent  run  operators,  oppose  jacking 
up  prices  on  “specials.”  Some  of  them 
declare  a hard-and-fast  agreement  by  all 
in  a given  city,  for  instance,  would  be  most 
effective  way  of  handling  the  situation. 
One  prominent  independent  outlined  for 
Boxoffice  a plan  for  a general  city  in- 
crease with  prices  for  various  houses  set 
and  a cooperative  educational  newspaper 
campaign  to  put  over  the  tilt.  Whether 
such  an  arrangement  could  be  made  or 
would  stick,  in  view  of  keen  competition, 
is  admittedly  a question. 

Some  patron  dissatisfaction — amount 
depending  upon  the  particular  situation 
and  economic  conditions  prevailing — is  re- 
ported where  specials  have  been  shown  at 
advanced  prices.  Exhibitors,  too,  complain 
that  in  certain  instances,  the  picture  fol- 
lowing the  big  one  suffers  at  boxoffice.  A 
local  chain  executive  told  Boxoffice  it  is 
natural  to  expect  some  decline  “after  you 
have  played  an  outstanding  film  to  large 
crowds — it’s  like  a doubleheader  in  base- 
ball which  will  draw,  while  a single  game 
the  next  day,  regardless  of  merit,  doesn’t 
pull.” 

On  "Big  Ones"  and  at 
"Reasonable  Intervals" 

Dallas — On  slight  increases  as  in  the 
case  of  “Boom  Town,”  the  general  feeling 
is  that  the  idea  tends  toward  stimulating 
business,  but  that  these  increases  must  be 
on  the  biggest  calibre  productions  spaced 
at  reasonable  intervals  and  that  there 
must  be  only  a few  of  these  per 
year.  The  only  objections  heard  to  the 
“Boom  Town”  hike,  unimportant  as  they 
were,  was  because  of  the  extra  trouble  and 
added  expense  of  printing  special  tickets. 

In  the  cases  of  “Wind”  and  “Boom 
Town,”  however,  there  were  no  protests  by 
the  public  heard  here  on  the  advances. 
Patronage  was  phenomenal  everywhere. 
Neither  circuits  nor  independents  will  go 
for  increases  generally,  as  far  as  could  ^ 
learned,  but  the  slight  advance  on  top 
films,  if  released  not  too  close  together, 
seems  to  have  a clear  field  for  the  mo- 
ment. 


On  Price  Hikes 

This  is  the  third  instalment  of  a 
BOXOFFICE  survey  of  exhibitor  re- 
actions to  advanced  admissions. 
Initial  reactions,  published  in  the 
issues  of  September  8 and  Octo- 
ber 5,  demonstrated  first  runs,  in 
general,  favor  the  plan,  subse- 
quents  oppose. 

Canada  Is  Conlenl 
With  Status  Quo 

Toronto — Canada  has  had  little  in  the 
way  of  special  high  admission  runs  for 
features  apart  from  the  roadshow  type  of 
entertainment.  Even  the  roadshow  idea 
has  become  passe  except  in  the  infrequent 
engagement  by  independent  distributors 
for  promotional  purposes — and  the  lack  of 
first -run  opportunities.  There  is  a gen- 
eral indication  that  chains  and  indepen- 
dents have  learned  to  prefer  the  standard 
form  of  presentation,  the  isolated  excep- 
tion being  the  stunt  opening  which  can  be 
classed  as  a form  of  exploitation  to  at- 
tract public  attention. 

Toronto  has  had  only  one  high-price 
picture  with  a reserved-seat  policy,  this 
being  “Gone  With  the  Wind”  at  Loew’s 
which  ran  a dozen  weeks.  Later,  it  had  a 
week’s  engagement  at  lower  prices  at  a 
chain  neighborhood  house — and  starved 
from  the  first  reel.  Many  theatre  man- 
agers had  been  instructed  to  organize  a 
seat  plan  for  similar  subsequent  runs  but, 
after  this  one  experience,  nothing  further 
was  heard  about  advanced  price  engage- 
ments. The  past  summer  was  singular  in 
that  the  one  legitimate  house,  the  Royal 
Alexandra,  operated  without  a break  with 
stage  attractions  while  Shea’s,  which  has 
usually  closed  for  the  summer  after  the 
termination  of  the  vaudeville  season, 
switched  to  an  all-film  policy  and  kept 
open  all  summer  with  double  bills.  Hence, 
these  two  theatres  were  not  available  for 
film  road  shows  and  they  were  not  needed 
for  the  purpose  anyway. 

For  the  recent  Canadian  premiere  of 
“Foreign  Correspondent,”  the  Elgin  in  Ot- 
tawa had  a reserved-seat  one-perform- 
ance opening  at  a higher  admission,  but 
continuous  shows  started  next  day. 


Two-Headed  Opposition 
By  Pittsburgh  Allied 

Pittsburgh — The  AMPTO  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  is  unanimously  on  record  as 
opposed  to  advanced  admissions  for  se- 
lected attractions.  This  approach  is 
predicated  on  two  counts: 

1 —  Primarily,  it  is  the  right  of  the  ex- 
hibitor to  arrange  his  price  structure.  He 
should  retain  that  right. 

2 —  Fear  on  the  part  of  some  members 
that  all  distributors  will  seek  hiked  prices 
on  specific  attractions,  thereby  establish- 
ing the  practice  as  company  policy. 


Loew  New  Haven  Downtowner 
Follows  Price  Hike  Lead 

New  Haven — In  the  wake  of  a price  in- 
crease of  two  cents  to  30  cents  top,  in- 
cluding tax,  by  six  neighborhood  houses, 
the  Poli-Bijou,  a Loew  house  downtown, 
now  meets  the  scale.  These  theatres  for- 
merly charged  25  cents.  Sunday  prices  at 
Bijou,  now  geared  to  30  cents,  plus  tax, 
may  drop  to  30  cents,  including  tax. 


Philadelphia  Shows 
Liille  Enthusiasm 


Philadelphia — ^The  plan  to  raise  admis- 
sions on  outstanding  features  fails  to  gar- 
ner many  votes  in  Philadelphia,  a Box- 
office  survey  indicates. 

The  Warner  organization  echoes  the 
opinion  of  Joseph  Bernhard,  general  man- 
ager, who  already  is  on  record  as  declar- 
ing: 

“Increased  prices  on  individual  pictures 
is  contrary  to  the  principles  on  which  this 
business  provides  the  greatest  mass  enter- 
tainment.” 

His  alternative  suggestion — a gradual 
rise  in  regular  admission  prices  “wher- 
ever conditions  warrant  such  increases” — 
has  the  support  of  Harry  Fried,  indepen- 
dent operator  of  four  houses  in  the  well- 
to-do  suburban  section. 

“But,”  says  Fried,  “I  would  favor  a gen- 
eral increase  only  if  we  had  substantial 
assurance  from  the  producers  of  con- 
sistently high-class  pictures.  In  such  a 
case,  the  public  would  be  willing  to  pay 
more,  at  least  in  my  situations. 

“The  idea  of  raising  admissions  on  only 
certain  pictures,  however,  is  very  wrong.” 

Lewen  Pizor,  independent  exhibitor  and 
president  of  UMPTO  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania, has  this  to  say: 

“Raising  prices  on  special  films  is  some- 
thing that  can  become  very  offensive.  If 
the  public  is  gracious  enough  to  come  to 
see  our  poor  pictures — and  we  have  many 
of  them — they  should  not  be  taxed  more 
heavily  when  a good  picture  comes  along. 
And  to  take  the  pictures  by  the  admission 
prices  we  place  on  them  would  mean  hit- 
ting ourselves  in  a very  decided  fashion.” 

Dave  Milgram,  head  of  the  Affiliated 
circuit,  declares: 

“Increase  in  admissions  may  be  fine  for 
the  first  runs,  but  in  our  neighborhood 
houses,  where  we  have  to  play  the  poor 
pictures  as  well  as  the  good,  and  cater  to 
the  same  people  every  day  in  the  week, 
we  could  not  profitably  follow  suit.  If  the 
pictures  were  marked  by  their  admission 
prices,  the  public  would  simply  stay  away 
from  the  bad  ones  and  come  to  see  only 
the  good.  So  in  the  end  neither  the  ex- 
hibitor nor  the  distributor  would  be  any 
better  off.” 


Opinion  Sharply  Divided 
In  Salt  Lake  City  Area 

Salt  Lake  City — The  slant  of  exhibitors 
in  this  region  regarding  the  “drift  toward 
advanced  admissions  on  attractions,  which, 
in  the  distributor’s  opinion,  rate,”  differs 
widely. 

Smaller  exhibitors  declare  they  cannot 
afford  the  change,  in  that  it  would  keep 
some  customers  away  from  their  houses, 
already  operating  on  a small  scale.  This 
of  course,  prevails  in  the  smaller  towns. 
Other  independent  operators  in  and  about 
Salt  Lake,  such  as  the  Joe  Lawrence  Thea- 
tre Co.,  declare  that  occasional  increases 
are  almost  a necessity  because  of  the  loss 
in  foreign  trade,  and  that  they  are  in  ac- 
cord with  it. 

The  larger  chains  generally  concede 
that,  if  the  picture  warrants  it,  it  does  not 
do  any  material  damage  in  the  long  run. 
It  is  where  the  picture  might  not  rate 
that  the  hike  would  be  a boomerang,  ac- 
cording to  Norman  Sprowl  of  the  Inter- 
mountain Theatres,  Inc. 

Harry  David,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  Intermountain  Theatres,  is 
against  the  occasional  rise,  declaring  that, 
although  the  larger  pictures  can  and  do 
get  the  added  price,  it  is  better  to  have  a 
general  small  increase. 
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44  Cents  for  Matinees,  75  at 
Night  for  GWTW  After  Jan.  1 


New  York — M-G-M’s  sales  policy  for 
"Gone  With  the  Wind”  after  January  1 
will  probably  be  a 50-50  split,  contracts  to 
stipulate  an  advanced  admission  scale  of 
to  cents  for  evening  performances  and  44 
for  matinees  although  a straight  25  cents 
at  all  times  for  children  may  eventuate 
with  a guaranteed  profit  to  the  exhibitor. 

In  other  words,  the  entire  policy  may  be 
identical  in  concept  and  execution  as  that 
obtaimng  lor  "Boom  Town.”  It  is  known 
the  distributor  is  considering  two  or  three 
plans  and  is  confronted  with  bringing  the 
boxoffice  scale  as  close  as  possible  to 
■ popular  prices.”  Then  again,  M-G-M  is 
endeavoring  to  fix  a price  that  will  be 
within  reach  of  the  millions  of  children 
who  were  "shut  out”  in  the  original  en- 
gagements because  the  cellar  scale  of  75 
cents  was  out  of  their  reach. 

On  the  basis  of  the  Gallup  poll  that  in- 
dicated close  to  58,000,000  persons  ex- 
pressed a desire  to  see  the  film,  it  is  felt 
there  are  still  about  30,000,000  who  have 
not.  Calculations  on  why  they  have  not 
are  playing  a large  part  in  the  new  policy 
discussions.  The  distributor  also  realizes 
It  must  keep  faith  with  the  advertisements 
in  connection  with  the  1939  and  1940  en- 
gagements, which  inferred  "popular”  prices 
would  be  in  effect  in  1941. 

Seeks  Exhibitor  Opinion 

Tentative  plans  were  arrived  at  only 
after  William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager,  personally  called  about  20  lead- 
ing operators  in  strategic  situations,  some 
as  far  west  as  the  coast.  He  is  known  to 
have  presented  his  views  on  how  the  film 
should  be  presented  next  year  and  solicited 
this  exhibitor  reaction  before  setting  one 
up. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  the  public’s 
reaction  here  upon  publication  of  word  the 
film  would  end  its  roadshow  run  at  the 
Astor  on  October  13.  The  management 
says  it  turned  down  thousands  of  requests 
for  seats  and  over  last  weekend  stopped 
selling  matinee  tickets  before  noon.  Boiled 
down,  it  means  the  Astor  ran  up  capacity 
business  for  the  last  10  days  and  garnered 
approximately  $21,000  the  last  week,  which 
is  the  same  figure  reported  in  the  first 
week  of  its  engagement  starting  Decem- 
ber 19,  1939. 

Astor  Gross  Was  $600,000 

The  43-week  boxoffice  gross  at  the  Astor 
is  just  under  $600,000,  of  which  M-G-M’s 
share  was  close  to  $400,000.  Of  the  latter 
figure,  however,  David  O.  Selznick,  the 
producer,  gets  a percentage.  M-G-M,  as 
lessee  of  the  Astor,  also  collected  a guar- 
anteed minimum  of  10  per  cent.  How- 
ever, the  actual  sum  might  well  be  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $120,000,  since  the  ratio 
of  profit  to  the  theatre  management  rose 
sharply  on  all  intake  over  $13,000  weekly. 
For  example,  the  first  14  weeks  of  the  run 
averaged  $20,000  a week.  The  gross 
dropped  sharply  at  that  point,  when  the 
film  went  into  other  houses  in  the  metro- 
politan area,  but  picked  up  the  momen- 
tum it  lost  when  the  subsequent  runs 
ended. 

The  Capitol,  for  instance,  garnered  close 
to  $790,000  at  the  boxoffice  in  11  weeks 
and  two  days.  M-G-M’s  cut  was  close  to 
$500,000,  of  which,  again — as  in  every  en- 
gagement— Selznick  shared.  Altogether, 
M-G-M  estimates  that  2,500,000  persons  in 
the  metropolitan  area  saw  the  film,  up  to 
and  including  the  last  day  at  the  Astor. 

“We’re  not  going  to  cut  anything  but 
the  price.  The  picture  will  be  shown  in  its 
original  form,  running  three  hours  and  45 
minutes,”  said  Rodgers. 


Emery  A.  Huse  New 
President  of  SMPE 

Holly-wood — Emery  A.  Huse,  west  coast 
manager  of  the  motion  picture  depart- 
ment of  Eastman  Kodak,  is  the  new  presi- 
dent of  the  SMPE,  which  opens  its  47th 
semi-annual  convention  here  Monday.  He 
succeeds  E.  A.  Williford  of  the  National 
Carbon  Co.  who  continues  on  the  board 
as  past-president. 

Herbert  Griffin,  vice-president  of  In- 
ternational Projector,  is  the  new  executive 
vice-president,  succeeding  N.  Levinson. 
A.  C.  Downes  of  National  Carbon  is  edi- 
torial vice-president,  succeeding  J.  I.  Crab- 
tree, who  held  the  office  for  a number  of 
years.  William  C.  Kunzman,  convention 
vice-president,  repeats  for  another  term. 
The  new  secretary,  following  J.  Frank 
jr.,  is  P.  J.  Larson,  New  York  consulting 
engineer  and  patent  expert.  George  Friedl 
jr.  of  International  Projector  is  treasurer, 
taking  over  from  R.  O.  Strock,  who  has 
been  nominated  chairman  of  the  Atlantic 
coast  section  of  the  society. 

The  new  officers  will  be  introduced  at 
the  semi-annual  banquet  and  dance 
Wednesday  evening,  when  winners  of  the 
Progress  Medal  and  the  Journal  Award 
will  be  announced. 

The  five-day  convention  gets  under  way 
with  a welcome  to  several  hundred  dele- 
gates from  all  parts  of  the  country  by  the 
retiring  president.  After  routine  business 
and  discussion  of  two  technical  papers, 
the  delegates  will  attend  an  informal 
luncheon  which  will  be  addressed  by  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck,  who  holds  the  chairmanship  of 
the  research  council  of  the  Academy. 

The  first  day’s  technical  sessions  are  to 
include  discussions  of  the  new  “black 
light”  developed  for  theatre  illumination, 
a paper  on  which  will  be  presented  by 
H.  J.  Chanon  and  F.  M.  Falge  of  General 
Electric,  and  a talk  by  J.  W.  McNair  of 
the  American  Standards  Ass’n  of  New 
York  on  the  importance  place  standards 
occupy  in  the  industry. 


French  Restrictions  Find 
American  Firms  Leaving 

New  York — Since  virtually  all  American 
companies  formerly  operating  in  France 
are  in  liquidation,  no  significance  appears 
to  attach  here  to  the  strict  censorship  and 
export  curbs  declared  in  Vichy  by  Vice 
Premier  Pierre  Laval.  A censorship  com- 
mittee henceforth  will  have  authority  to 
modify  or  reject  films  “having  a harmful 
or  demoralizing  effect  on  youth  or  which 
represent  France  in  a bad  light.”  Further- 
more, all  theatres  must  state  whether  films 
are  for  children  or  adults.  No  new  films 
will  be  allowed  for  export  unless  they  show 
France  in  “the  correct  light.” 


Charlotte  Leads  lor  NSS 

New  York — At  the  end  of  the  third  week 
of  National  Screen’s  20th  anniversary  tes- 
timonial to  President  Herman  Robbins, 
the  company’s  Charlotte  office  holds  the 
lead  ■without  having  relinquished  it  once 
during  the  drive.  The  other  leaders,  in 
order,  are  Memphis,  Cincinnati,  Portland 
and  Cleveland.  The  31  branches  are  par- 
ticipating. 


Kelly  Named  Sales 
Chieftain  at  UA 


New  York — Arthur  W.  Kelly  on  Tues- 
day was  appointed  vice-president  in  charge 
of  UA’s  domestic  distribution  by  Murray 
Silverstone,  chief  of  the  company’s  world- 
wide operations  “in  line  with  the  company’s 
policy  as  established  by  Mr.  Silverstone  of 
promotion  within  the  organization.” 

Harry  L.  Gold,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  the  east,  and  L.  Jack  Schlaifer,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  the  west,  declares 
the  company,  will  continue  as  heretofore, 
but  under  Kelly’s  direction.  Kelly’s  suc- 
cessor in  the  foreign  department  is  under 
consideration,  according  to  Silverstone  who 
adds  an  appointment  will  be  made  shortly. 
Harry  D.  Buckley,  the  remaining  UA  vice- 
president,  continues  his  former  duties  with- 
out change. 

This  marks  the  second  time  Kelly  fills 
this  post.  He  stepped  in  after  A1  Lichtman 
resigned,  and  from  October,  1935,  to  March 
of  the  following  year  held  the  post  which 
he  again  assumes. 

Kelly  was  at  one  time  Charlie  Chaplin’s 
personal  representative.  In  1926,  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  UA’s  foreign  sales. 
His  appointment  comes  as  a surprise  and 
reminds  observers  that  the  sales  cabinet  at 
UA  has  been  the  subject  of  many  rumors 
in  recent  months.  Silverstone  has  per- 
sistently denied  reports  Gold  would  be 
given  the  supreme  command  and  in  fact, 
has  maintained  no  change  in  the  dual 
setup  was  in  contemplation. 


Giveaway  May  Spread 

Boston — Sears,  Roebuck’s  profit-shar- 
ing coupons  as  film  giveaways  may  enter 
this  territory.  Local  headquarters  of  the 
firm  go  as  far  as  conceding  the  plan  is 
under  consideration,  but  add  a decision  has 
not  been  reached.  The  idea  gives  exhibi- 
tors full-face  coupons  in  small  denomi- 
nations. These  are  acceptable  at  Sears 
outlets  as  part  payment  on  merchandise. 


Van  Praaq  Moves 

New  York — There  is  no  significance  at- 
tached to  the  transfer  of  Morton  Van 
Praag’s  headquarters  from  Chicago  to  the 
home  office,  George  Dembow,  National 
Screen  vice-president,  states.  Van  Praag, 
midwest  division  manager,  arrived  here 
Monday  and  will  operate  from  NSS  head- 
quarters. 
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in  the  most  lamous  of  all  screen  roles... the  | 
Californian  who  was  hoth  ^eto  and  bandit!  1 


with 


LINDA  DARNELL 
BASIL  RATHBONE 

GALE  SONDERGAARD  • EUGENE 
PALLETTE  • J.  EDWARD  BROMBERG 
ROBERT  LOWERY  • CHRIS-PIN  MARTIN 
MONTAGU  LOVE  • JANET  BEECHER 

Directed  by  ROUBEN  MAMOULIAN  • Screen  Play  by  John  Taintor  Foote 
Ad<t|:|tation  by  Garrett  Fort  and  Bess  Meredith  • Based  on  the  story  **Thft 
Curse  of  Capistrano"  by  Johnston  McCulley 

A 20th  CENTURY-FOX  PICTURE 


The  slar...the  role,..lhe' 
romance. ..the  adven- 
lure...the  title...lhe  en- 
tertainment...to  make 

AM/0NG  Soxoff/cf 


Exhibitors  Host  Brethren  at 
UA’s  "Bagdad” Previews 


Say  Arnold  Tossed 
Aside  Objeclions 


New  York — Declaring  that  polls  and  ex- 
hibitor visits  to  Thurman  Arnold  to  pro- 
test blocks  of  five  and  other  provisions  of 
the  proposed  consent  decree  have  been 
“tossed  aside  with  an  impatient  gesture” 
by  the  “trust  buster,”  the  ITOA  Indepen- 
dent, in  its  latest  issue,  states  “exhibitors 
are  watching  department  of  justice  repre- 
sentatives going  through  the  motions  of  an 
anti-trust  suit  that  is  as  sterile  as  an 
eunuch.” 

“It  is  a travesty,”  the  publication  goes 
on  to  say,  “for  the  government  is  throw- 
ing a lot  of  handsome  whereases  and 
wherefores  and  to  wits  onto  the  desk  of 
Judge  Goddard  as  its  interpretation  of 
what  should  be  corrected  in  the  industry. 
Using  only  his  own  counsel  and  disregard- 
ing that  of  exhibitors  all  over  the  country. 
Assistant  Attorney  General  Thurman  Ar- 
nold, acting  for  the  department  of  jus- 
tice, stoutly  maintains  that  the  present 
consent  decree  will  react  to  the  benefit  of 
independent  theatre  owners. 

“The  proof  presented  to  Ai-nold  that  his 
conclusions  are  entirely  wrong  has  been 
tossed  aside  with  an  impatient  gesture.  His 
only  supporter  is  Abram  F.  Myers,  general 
counsel  for  Allied,  whose  member  units 
scattered  about  the  hinterland  have  very 
definitely  stated  their  objections  to  the 
decree,  leaving  Myers  in  his  usual  position 
of  being  the  driver  who  cannot  be  hurt  by 
the  accident  he  is  driving  his  vehicle  into, 
since  he  hasn’t  a single  penny  invested  in 
this  business. 

“Arnold  and  Myers,”  the  Independent 
continues,  “seem  to  have  dreamed  up  a 
lot  of  wild  reasons  for  backing  a wrong 
horse.  A number  of  exhibitor  pools,  taken 
by  interested  parties,  converge  at  the  same 
point — nobody  wants  the  consent  decree. 
Exhibitor  bodies  and  individual  theatre 
owners,  at  a meeting  in  Washington  with 
Arnold  very  vehemently  opposed  the  de- 
cree. And  yet  it  is  blithely  being  consum- 
mated, much  to  the  distress  of  thousands 
of  persons  who  wish  Arnold  was  still 
teaching  at  Yale  and  Myers  was  in  private 
law  practice. 

“The  emphasis  in  all  the  criticism  aimed 
at  the  settlement  has  centered  on  the 
blocks-of-five  provision,  which  is  ad- 
mittedly its  worst  feature.  There  are,  of 
course,  other  major  faults  which  are  too 
numerous  to  discuss.  Arnold  in  Washing- 
ton was  magnanimous  to  the  extent  of  de- 
claring that  on  everything  in  the  decree 
he  was  eminently  satisfied  with,  but  that 
he  had  an  open  mind  on  the  sale  of  pic- 
tures in  blocks  of  five. 

“Visiting  exhibitors  left  with  at  least 
the  hope  that  he  would  change  his  view- 
point on  that  matter.  We  suspect  that 
he  never  intended  to  change  his  viewpoint. 
Certainly  no  one,  except  possibly  Myers, 
gave  him  any  reason  for  deciding  that  his 
first  thoughts  on  the  subject  were  correct. 
Exhibitors,  evidently,  were  an  audience  to 
a carefully  staged  mirage.” 

"Here  Is  Ireland"  Feature 
Travelogue,  in  16mm 

New  York — 'The  Irish-American  Film 
Corp.  is  distributing  on  16mm  prints  only 
a two-hour  travelogue  which  gives  Ireland 
what  is  probably  its  most  thorough  cover- 
age to  date.  “Here  Is  Ireland,”  in  color, 
will  pull  pleasantly  and  nostalgically  at 
the  heartstrings  of  Irish  audiences  and 
please  others.  Photographically,  the  film 
ranges  from  amateurish  composition  to 
moments  of  startling  beauty. 


New  York — UA  is  now  rounding  out  a 
nation-wide  series  of  “showmen’s  reviews” 
in  which  many  of  the  most  prominent  ex- 
hibitors in  the  country  served  on  “honor- 
ary hosts”  committees  all  on  behalf  of 
“The  Thief  of  Bagdad.”  The  idea,  and  a 
neat  one,  tied  in  these  theatremen,  as  wel- 
comers  for  the  rank-and-file  exhibitor  who 
attended  the  trade  shows.  It’s  a new 
twist  on  the  whole  approach. 

The  ’round-the-country  series  got  under 
way  October  15  in  one  city,  skipped  Wed- 
nesday, picked  up  in  five  key  centers  on 
Thursday,  reached  its  peak  in  a dozen 
more  on  Friday,  was  held  to  a solo  date  on 
Sunday  and  concluded  with  two  on  Octo- 
ber 21. 

The  “honorary  hosts”  committee  were 
these : 

October  15 

Portland,  Ore. — At  the  Blue  Mouse.  Wal- 
ter Leverette,  J.  J.  Parker,  Ted  Gamble, 
Roy  A.  Brown. 

October  17 

Atlanta — At  the  Rhodes.  Tony  Sude- 

kum,  William  Jenkins,  Arthur  Lucas,  Roy 
E.  Martin,  E.  J.  Sparks,  R.  B.  Wilby,  Sid- 
ney Meyer,  Mitchell  Wolfson,  Oscar  C. 
Lam,  Adolph  Gortatowsky. 

Cleveland — At  the  Colony.  Meyer  S. 
Fine,  Max  Lefkowich,  Henry  Greenberger, 
Moe  B.  Horwitz,  Charles  Raymond,  Nat 
Holt,  Nat  Wolfe,  George  A.  Manos. 

Denver — At  the  Broadway.  Rick  Ricket- 
son,  Harry  E.  Huffman,  Bernie  Hynes, 
Charles  R.  Gilmour,  L.  J.  Finske,  George 
Tucker. 

Des  Moines — At  the  Ingersoll.  A.  H. 
Blank,  Ralph  Branton,  A.  G.  Stolte,  Harry 
M.  Warren,  Nathan  Sandler,  Leo  F.  Wol- 
cott. 

St.  Louis — At  the  Esquire.  Fred  Souttar, 
Harold  Evens,  Charles  Goldman,  Harry 
Arthur,  Russell  Armentrout,  Bill  Feldstein. 

October  18 

Baltimore — At  the  Valencia.  J.  Louis 
Bernheimer,  Frank  J.  Durkee,  A.  E.  Licht- 

man,  Sidney  B.  Lust,  Hunter  Perry,  Ben- 
jamin T.  Pitts,  Morton  G.  Thalheimer, 
John  J.  Payette,  George  Crouch. 

Boston — At  the  Uptown.  Charles  Kurtz- 
man,  Edward  Ansin,  Joseph  Levenson,  E. 
M.  Loew,  W.  A.  Sullivan,  Herman  Rifkin. 

Buffalo — At  the  Shea  Niagara.  George 
Lynch,  Moe  Silver,  John  Nolan,  M.  J.  Kal- 
lett,  Vincent  McFaul,  Lester  Pollack,  W. 
Dipson. 

Chicago — At  the  Esquire.  Jack  Kirsch, 
Han-y  and  John  Balaban,  Walter  Immer- 
man,  Edwin  Grossman,  George  Kerasotes. 

Cincinnati — At  the  Forest.  Ike  Libson, 
Arthur  Frudenfeld,  Tracy  Barham,  Frank 
W.  Huss,  Nat  Galley,  Phil  and  Mike 
Chakeres. 

Kansas  City — At  the  Brookside.  Ralph 
Talbot,  John  McManus,  E.  C.  Rhoden,  H. 
J.  Griffith,  Glen  W.  Dickinson. 

Milwaukee — At  the  Tower.  Harold  J. 
Fitzgerald,  E.  L.  Alperson,  Jack  Keegan,  E. 
Vollendorf,  W.  Ainsworth,  E.  Langemack. 

Minneapolis — At  the  St.  Louis  Park 
Theatre.  John  J.  Friedl,  Ben  Friedman, 
Benny  Berger,  Oscar  Woempner. 

New  Haven — At  the  Roger  Sherman.  I.  J. 
Hoffman,  Max  Hoffman,  Dan  Finn,  John 
Hesse,  Lou  Brown,  Harry  L.  Shaw,  Matt 
Saunders. 

Omaha — At  the  Dundee.  Evert  Cum- 
mings, Ted  Emerson,  Sam  Epstein. 

Pittsburgh — At  the  Rialto.  Mike  Manos, 
Harry  M.  Kalmine,  Han-y  Feinstein,  C.  J. 
Latta,  John  H.  Harris,  Leon  Reichblum, 
John  Osborne,  David  Murphy,  L.  Roy 
Smith,  John  Goodno. 

Seattle — At  the  Egyptian.  A.  J.  St.  John, 


Fred  Mercy  jr.,  John  Danz,  Leroy  John- 
son, A1  Rosenberg,  Frank  L.  Newman, 
John  Hamrick,  H.  D.  McBride. 

October  20 

Charlotte — At  the  Carolina.  H.  F.  Kin- 
cey,  H.  H.  Everett,  C.  R.  Bamford,  T.  A. 
Little,  S.  W.  Craver,  Senator  Boyd  Brown. 

October  21 

Dallas — At  the  Melrose.  Karl  Hoblitzelle, 
Robert  J.  O’Donnell,  Raymond  Willie, 
James  O.  Cherry,  Walter  Henschel,  Eddie 
Collins,  A.  Martini,  R.  E.  Griffith,  Harold 
Robb,  Ed  Rowley,  Julius  Gordon,  Glen  D. 
Thompson. 

New  Orleans — At  the  Belle.  E.  V.  Rich- 
ards jr.,  Gaston  Dureau,  Levere  Montgom- 
ery, Arthur  Barnett,  Edward  Martin,  Rod- 
ney Toups,  Maurice  Ash. 

ITOA  Attorney  Weisman 
May  Air  Decree  Objection 

New  York — Although  not  officially  con- 
firmed, it  is  understood  Milton  C.  Weis- 
man, attorney  for  the  ITOA  of  New  York, 
has  asked  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  for 
permission  to  be  heard  on  his  objection 
to  the  consent  decree  when  that  document 
is  finally  ready  and  presented  for  court 
approval.  The  court  is  understood  to  have 
informed  Weisman  he  will  be  given  the  op- 
portunity to  present  whatever  points  he 
has  in  mind. 


A Paramount  Air  Plug 
For  "World  in  Flames" 

New  York — Paramount  will  sponsor  an 
unadulterated  advertising  air  plug  for 
“World  in  Flames”  when  it  goes  on  116 
stations  of  the  CBS  network  October  26 
for  15  minutes.  The  program  will  feature 
Elmer  Davis  and  Maj.  George  Fielding 
Eliot,  both  of  whom  are  heard  regularly 
over  the  air  as  news  commentators. 


Schaefer  on  Coast 

Hollywood — George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO 
president,  is  here  from  New  York  to  sur- 
vey product  finished  or  in  work  and  to 
confer  with  Joseph  Nolan  and  Harry 
Edington. 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


APE,  THE  (Mono) — The  horror  element,  indi- 
cated by  the  film's  title  and  star  (Boris 
Karloff),  is  largely  eliminated,  but  without 
sacrifice  of  suspense  or  story  values.  The 
result  is  a highly  acceptable  supporting 
feature  which  can,  at  the  same  time,  stand 
on  its  own  at  the  top  of  the  less  important 
programs.  Directed  by  William  Nigh. 

GLAMOUR  FOR  SALE  (Col)— Professional 
escort  rackets  get  a combing  in  this  one. 
It's  a good  small  feature  scheduled  for 
dualling,  has  a lot  of  good-looking  woman- 
hood, and  a fair  share  of  suspense,  even 
though  the  plot  is  wide-open  all  the  time. 
Anita  Louise,  Roger  Pryor,  Don  Beddoe. 
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The  FEMININE  WILDFIRE 


ALBERT  DEKKER  • BRODERICK  CRAWFORD 
MISCHA  AUER  - BILLY  GILBERT  • ANNA  LEE 
SAMUEL  S.  HINDS  and  OSCAR  HOMOLKA 


Directed  by  TAY  GARNETT 

A JOE  PASTERNAK  PRODUCTION 


Destnr  Rides  Again  BLAZES  ANEW 

-in  another  Joe  PasternakTriumph! 


NATIONAL  RELEASE  OCT.  25th  • A UNIVERSAL  PICTURE 


(Continued  from  page  10) 
tard  that  practically  floors  them.  A 
brilliant  idea,  as  -well  executed. 

Napaloni's  arrival  train  can't  seem 
to  stay  put;  again  a poke  at  dicta- 
torship pride  in  the  claim  their  trains 
run  on  time. 

The  Nazi  and  the  Fascist  salutes 
are  made  to  flay  the  atmosphere 
like  arms  of  a windmill.  Hynkel, 
peeved  at  Herring,  removes  his  doz- 
ens of  medals  and  his  uniform  but- 
tons until  the  No.  2 Nazi  is  down 
to  his  underwear. 

In  the  opposing  direction,  in  the 
direction  of  the  orderly  and  innocent 
quiet  which  reflects  the  life  and  the 
minor  troubles  of  the  little  people, 
Chaplin  is  equally  effective.  There 
is  suggested  romance  with  Paulette 
Goddard,  again  the  Chaplin  gamin; 
Charlie's  amazingly  clever  shaving 
episode  to  the  tempo  of  Hungarian 
dance  music;  his  eccentric  and  as- 
tonishingly fluid  dance  in  the  street 
after  an  accidental  conk  on  the  head; 
the  swallowed  coin-in-the-pudding 
footage.  There  are  more,  but  these 
will  have  to  suffice. 

No  single  picture,  it  might  be  con- 
jectured reasonably,  could  maintain 
the  hilarious  level  attained  when 
Charlie  is  geared  in  high.  This  seems 
like  a fair  explanation  for  the  in  be- 
tween stretches  when  the  picture  de- 
scends from  one  peak  down  the  side 
to  gather  momentum  for  the  next 
climb.  These  stretches  are  tame  by 
comparison,  yet  no  comedy  can  be 
funny  all  of  its  two  hours  and  nine 
minutes. 

As  it  is,  we  take  "The  Great  Dic- 
tator" gladly  and  willingly.  For  this 
is  an  important  film.  Important  be- 
cause it  has  Chaplin  and  his  mark 
of  sterling  stamped  on  it.  Important 
because,  with  its  fun,  it  tends  to  de- 
bunk a situation  which  eventually 
will  be  engulfed  in  its  own  down- 
fall. 

Too  bad  they  cannot  see  it  in 
Germany  and  Italy. 

Romantic  Side 

The  craftsmen  who  had  dealings 
with  "Arise,  My  Love"  worked  out 
a neat  combination  of  showmanship 
elements  which  stamp  the  conse- 
quences a definite  success,  as  this 
corner  views  it. 

Largely  screwball  comedy  involv- 
ing the  romance  of  a democracy- 
minded  aviator  and  a newspaper 
woman  hot  after  a byline,  the  picture 
swings,  but  with  plenty  of  warning. 


to  the  war  situation  and  as  timely  a 
juncture  as  the  surrender  of  France. 
That,  you  might  be  thinking,  covers 
a good  deal  of  territory.  It  does,  but 
the  journey  is  traversed  and  the 
ending  a happy  one  for  Claudette 
Colbert,  Ray  Milland  and  the  flock 
of  exhibitors  who  will  play  their 
picture. 

The  leads  are  swell;  Miss  Colbert 
always  is  when  she  can  stress  the 
light  side  rather  than  the  dramatic. 
The  treatment  is  alert  and  swift  and 
the  love  angle  played  out  on  a basis 
that  recognizes  sex,  undoubtedly,  is 
here  to  stay. 

Artistic  Side 

Will  the  public  accept  drama 
strung  together  in  episodes  in  lieu 
of  the  commonly  followed  practice 
of  concentrating  on  one  story  skein? 
This  is  a question  posed  by  "The 
Long  Voyage  Home";  once  more, 
the  outcome  is  in  grave  doubt. 

In  his  individual  direction  of  bits 
drawn  from  the  dramatic  fabric  of 
four  one-act  plays  by  Eugene 
O'Neill,  John  Ford,  reinforced  tre- 
mendously by  the  power  of  Gregg 
Toland's  camera  in  brooding  black 
and  white  photography,  touches 
levels  not  normally  attained  in  Hol- 
lywood or  elsewhere.  His  actors, 
and  they  include  Thomas  Mitchell, 
John  Qualen,  Ian  Hunter,  Barry  Fitz- 
gerald and  Wilfred  Lawson,  are  su- 
perb. The  super-charged  mood  of 
this  pieced-together  saga  of  the  sea 
and  its  men  is  gripping  and  fre- 
quently becomes  well  nigh  an  over- 
whelming thing. 

Yet  "The  Long  Voyage  Home," 
high  in  merit  as  it  is  beyond  all 
question,  is  shy  on  something.  This 
department's  belief  is  that  the  some- 
thing is  a sustained  and  well-knit 
story  foundation. 

Light  Side 

"The  Thief  of  Bagdad"  is  in  the 
knock-your-eye-out  division.  Stun- 
ning, gorgeous  and  magnifico  are 
the  words  for  this  1940  version  of 
one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  the 
Doug  Fairbanks  series. 

Since  what  goes  on  here  is  in  the 
Arabian  Nights  tradition,  all  holds 
go.  The  flying  carpet  episode  is 
merely  one  of  the  highlights.  There 
is  a mechanical  horse  which  be- 
comes a flying  horse;  a genie  who 
stratolines-it  with  the  greatest  of 
ease  over  the  top  of  the  world  car- 
rying Sabu,  the  thief,  as  his  passen- 


ger; magical  stuff  that  converts  boy 
into  dog  and  back  again. 

Now  all  of  this  is  sheer  nonsense 
if  anyone  proposes  being  hard- 
headed.  The  point  obviously  is, 
however,  that  "The  Thief  of  Bag- 
dad" is  a figment  of  the  imagina- 
tion busily  engaged  in  an  extreme- 
ly successful  effort  to  get  away  from 
the  work-a-day  for  a short  and  de- 
lightful stay  in  the  land  of  fantasy. 

Death  and  taxes  return  soon 
enough. 

Serious  Side 

Charles  Laughton,  Carole  Lom- 
bard, Garson  Kanin  direction  and  a 
Pulitzer  Prize  play  by  the  late  Sid- 
ney Howard  would  seem  to  assure 
that  "They  Knew  What  They  Want- 
ed" would  give  the  exhibitor  some- 
thing he  and  his  audiences  likewise 
wanted.  Let's  see. 

This  close-to-the-ground  triangle 
of  an  Italian  grape  farmer  in  Cali- 
fornia, the  San  Francisco  waitress 
who  decides  to  marry  for  his  money 
and  later  because  of  her  love,  and 
the  ranch  boss  who  muddies  the 
waters  has  substance.  There  are 
lighter  moments,  but  chiefly  tragic 
moments  as  this  solid  drama  of  the 
unquenching  love  of  an  older  man 
for  a younger  woman  progresses, 
so  that  the  serious  far  outweighs  the 
light.  Thus,  "They  Knew  What  They 
Wanted"  becomes  a thoughtful  pic- 
ture for  people  who  can  think,  or  be- 
lieve they  can. 

In  all  departments,  the  endeavor 
is  praiseworthy  indeed.  Miss  Lom- 
bard, once  addicted  to  high  comedy, 
plays  a straight  dramatic  role  with 
commendable  results.  Laughton,  The 
Great  Mugger,  in  this  instance  does 
the  Italian  farmer  excellently  and 
must  regard  his  Tony  as  one  of  the 
best  performances  among  his  many. 

Realistic  Side 

"A  Picture  for  Free  People"  is  how 
"World  in  Flames"  describes  itself 
in  the  main  title.  In  sixty-four  min- 
utes, this  compilation  of  Paramount 
News  clips  touches  and  lights  upon 
historic  peaks  of  the  last  two  dec- 
ades, building  up  from  the  pages  of 
contemporary  international  events 
the  chain  of  happenings  which  make 
it  clear  the  Second  World  War  in- 
evitably had  to  be. 

This  is  not  pleasant  entertainment. 
In  fact,  it  is  not  entertainment  as 
commonly  described  in  the  business. 
This  subject  is  realistically  grim.  It 
is  factual  and  that  makes  it  hard-hit- 
ting. By  its  very  substance,  however, 
it  becomes  instructive  and  certain- 
ly informative. 

Roosevelt,  Hitler,  Mussolini,  Stalin 
and  world  figures  of  the  past  ten 
years  are  the  chief  characters.  The 
headline  events  of  the  period  pro- 
vide the  story.  The  result  is  drama. 
And  drama  is  entertainment. 
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Varied  Criticism  Differ  on  Democracy  Finish, 
Meets  "Dictator"  But  Agree  It's  Finely  Done 


New  York — What  the  New  York  news- 
paper critics  think  about  “The  Great 
Dictator”: 

L-ee  Mortimer,  Daily  Mirror — . . . Chaplin  still 
remained  in  his  own  class  as  a pantomimist  and 
as  the  world’s  most  beloved  underdog  . . . The 
purists  who  demand  that  all  pictures  ...  be 
orthodox  in  their  homogeneity  are  in  for  a dis- 
appointment because  Mr.  Chaplin  apparently  de- 
liberately chose  to  sacrifice  a certain  amount  of 
entertainment  value  in  order  to  get  in  a preach- 
ment . . . Chaplin’s  own  defense  of  democracy 
at  the  end  of  the  picture  is  thrilling  and  soul- 
stirring. But  why,  oh  why,  Charlie,  didn’t  you  end 
the  film  with  a real  old-fashioned  Charlie  Chaplin 
fadeout  . . . 

Kate  Cameron,  Daily  News  (***) — ...  a dis- 
appointing film  . . . uneven  comedv  in  which  the 
basic  material  is  so  fraught  with  tragedy  that  it 
seemed  to  be  no  laughing  matter  . . . The  propa- 
ganda angle  has  thrown  the  whole  picture  out  of 
joint.  But  in  spite  of  its  misshapen  appearance, 
there  are  some  delightful  surprises  tucked  away 
in  odd  corners  . . . 

Howard  Barnes,  Herald-Tribnne — ...  an  extra- 
ordinary film  ...  a savage  comic  commentary 
on  a world  gone  mad.  It  has  a solid  fabric  of 
irresistible  humor.  Tt  also  blazes  with  indigna- 
tion ...  In  turning  to  outright  propaganda, 
though,  I believe  it  sacrifices  a large  measure  of 
the  artistry  which  has  distinguished  Chaplin  of- 
ferings as  the  greatest  comedies  the  screen  has 
ever  produced  . . . Much  of  "The  Great  Dictator’’ 
is  dated,  I am  afraid,  and  throughout  it  has  a 
confusion  of  forms  and  moods.  Whether  the  out- 
line and  treatment  of  the  film  may  prove  disap- 
pointing, the  central  performance  never  falters 
. . . Call  it  a courageous  comedy  on  the  heroic 
scale  which  lacks  the  artistic  fulcrum  which  would 
have  made  it  truly  great. 

Rose  Pelswick,  Joiirnal-American — . . . not  only 
part  satire  and  out-and-out  slapstick  at  which 
times  it’s  very  funny,  but  also  which  makes  for 
unevenness,  part  grim  reality.  It’s  at  its  best 
when  Chaplin  devotes  himself  to  comedy. 

Archer  Winsten,  Evening  Post — . . . had  to  be 

the  greatest  picture  ever  made  if  there  were  to 
be  no  disappointments.  Sad  to  relate,  it  falls 
short  of  that  pinnacle  of  achievement  . . . After 
the  picture’s  intermission  there  is  a perceptible 
decline  in  quality  . . . To  sum  up,  "The  Great 
Dictator"  is  at  its  best  when  it  follows  either  the 
Chaplin  comic  tradition  of  impolite  slapstick  or 
allows  Mr.  Chaplin  to  exercise  his  satiric  genius 
on  Hitler  . . . The  final  speech  demonstrates  that 
it  had  even  put  Mr.  Chaplin  momentarily  off  bal- 
ance. 

Cecilia  Ager,  PM — . . . violently  comic  at  mo- 
ments, funniest  in  his  tumultuous  travesty  of  Hit- 
ler’s speechmaking  . . . the  comedy  and  enter- 
tainment of  "The  Great  Dictator"  is  hung  on  the 
tangled  framework  of  Chaplin,  the  thinker’s,  ex- 
planation of,  and  solution  for,  the  world’s  ills. 
And  at  the  end  of  the  movie  he  faces  the  audi- 
ence and  for  six  minutes  pours  out  his  heart  and 
mind  to  them.  His  honesty  is  unquestionable; 
not  so,  his  judgment.  For  his  judgment  is  based 
on  emotion  and  feeling  and  he  lets  them  carry 
him  away. 

Eileen  Creelman,  the  Sun — He  turns  his  show 
into  drama  that  is  closer  to  tragedy  than  comedy 
...  It  is  curious  to  watch  an  audience,  eager  and 
determined  to  laugh,  gradually  realize  that  this 
picture  is  no  laughing  matter  . . . Even  at  its 
best,  this  is  not  a topnotch  Chaplin  film  . . . But 
in  spite  of  Chaplin’s  talk  and  the  occasional  funny 
moments,  "The  Great  Dictator”  is  a great  dis- 
appointment. 

Bosley  Crowther,  Times — ...  it  comes  off  mag- 
nificently. "The  Great  Dictator"  may  not  be  the 
finest  picture  ever  made — in  fact,  it  po.ssesses  sev- 
eral disappointing  shortcomings.  But,  despite  them, 
it  turns  out  to  be  a truly  superb  accomplishment 
by  a truly  great  artist — and,  from  one  point  of 
view,  perhaps  the  most  significant  film  ever  pro- 
duced . . . On  the  debit  side,  the  picture  is  over- 
long,  it  is  inclined  to  be  repetitious  and  the  speech 
with  which  it  ended — the  appeal  for  reason  and 
kindness — is  completely  out  of  joint  . . . 

William  Boehnel,  W’orld-Telegram — In  place  of 
the  lovable  scallawag  we  have  a new  Chaplin — - 
Chaplin,  the  serious  propagandist  . . . Hitler  and 
everything  he  represents  are  beyond  the  kidding 
stage.  In  this  respect,  much  as  I hate  to  suggest 
it,  Chaplin  has  missed  the  bus — ^missed  it  by  at 
least  two  years  . . . But  confused  or  not,  you 
cannot  discount  Chaplin’s  sincerity  . . . Individu- 
ally some  of  the  sequences  are  brilliant  . . . welded 
together,  no  matter  how  honorable  their  purpose 
as  satire  or  exhortation,  they  miss  as  entertain- 
ment. 


New  York — Dropping  comedy  and  veer- 
ing completely  in  the  direction  of  drama, 
Charlie  Chaplin  closes  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator” with  an  impressive  speech  in  the 
cause  of  democracy. 

The  camera  is  fixed  on  a close-up  of 
Chaplin’s  head  as  he  makes  the  delivery 
and  remains  there  until  its  fmish.  This 
sequence  is  variously  regarded  by  news- 
paper men  and  others  who  attended  the 
premieres  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenmg  at 
the  Astor  and  Capitol.  Some  opinion  main- 
tains it  is  apart  from  the  comedy  keynote 
which  dominates  the  picture  and,  on  that 
basis,  is  inclined  to  believe  it  is  out  of 
keeping  with  that  which  precedes  it.  Oth- 
ers believe  thC  speech  is  easily  one  of  the 
highlights  of  the  picture.  There  appears  to 
be  general  agreement  that,  whether  the 
speech  belongs  or  not,  Chaplin  does  it  mag- 
nificently. Here  is  lohat  he  says: 

“I’m  sorry,  but  I don’t  want  to  be  an 
emperor.  That’s  not  my  business.  I don’t 
want  to  rule  or  conquer  anyone.  I should 
like  to  help  everyone — if  possible— Jew, 
Gentile — black  man — white. 

“There  Is  Room" 

“We  all  want  to  help  one  another.  Hu- 
man beings  are  like  that.  We  want  to 
live  by  each  other’s  happiness — not  by  each 
other’s  misery.  We  don’t  want  to  hate  and 
despise  one  another.  In  this  world  there 
is  room  for  everyone.  And  the  good  earth 
is  rich  and  can  provide  for  eveiYone.  The 
way  of  life  can  be  free  and  beautiful,  but 
we  have  lost  the  way.  Greed  has  poisoned 
men’s  souls — has  barricaded  the  world 
with  hate — has  goosestepped  us  into  misery 
and  bloodshed.  We  have  developed  speed, 
but  we  have  shut  ourselves  in.  Machinery 
that  gives  abundance  has  left  us  in  want. 
Our  knowledge  has  made  us  cynical.  Our 
cleverness,  hard  and  unkind.  We  think 
too  much  and  feel  too  little.  More  than 
machinery  we  need  humanity.  More  than 
cleverness  we  need  kindness  and  gentle- 
ness. Without  these  qualities,  life  will  be 
violent  and  all  will  be  lost  . . . 

"Fight  for  Liberty" 

“The  aeroplane  and  the  radio  have 
brought  us  closer  together.  The  very  na- 
ture of  these  inventions  cries  out  for  the 
goodness  in  man — cries  out  for  universal 
brotherhood — for  the  unity  of  us  all.  Even 
now  my  voice  is  reaching  millions  through- 
out the  world — millions  of  despairing  men, 
women,  and  little  children — victims  of  a 
system  that  makes  men  torture  and  im- 
prison innocent  people.  To  those  who  can 
hear  me,  I say — do  not  despair.  The 
misery  that  has  come  upon  us  is  but  the 
passing  of  greed — the  bitterness  of  men 
who  fear  the  way  of  human  progress.  The 
hate  of  men  will  pass,  and  dictators  die, 
and  the  power  they  took  from  the  people 
will  return  to  the  people.  And  so  long  as 
men  die,  liberty  will  never  perish. 

“Soldiers!  Don’t  give  yourselves  to  these 
brutes — men  who  despise  you — enslave  you 
— regiment  your  lives — tell  you  what  to  do 
— what  to  think  and  what  to  feel!  Who 
drill  you — diet  you — treat  you  like  cattle 
and  use  you  as  cannon  fodder.  Don’t  give 
yourself  to  these  unnatural  men — machine 
men  with  machine  minds  and  machine 
hearts!  You  have  the  love  of  humanity  in 
your  hearts! — don’t  hate!  Only  the  un- 
loved hate — the  unloved  and  the  un- 
natural! Soldiers!  Don’t  fight  for  slavery! 
Fight  for  liberty! 

“In  the  17th  Chapter  of  St.  Luke,  it  is 
written:  ‘The  Kingdom  of  God  is  within 


man  not  in  one  man  nor  a group  of  men, 
but  in  all  men!’  In  you!  You,  the  people 
have  the  power — the  power  to  create  ma- 
chines. The  power  to  create  happiness! 
You,  the  people,  have  the  power  to  make 
this  life  free  and  beautiful — to  make  this 
life  a wonderful  adventure.  Then — in  the 
name  of  democracy — let  us  use  that  power 
— let  us  all  unite.  Let  us  fight  for  a new 
world — a decent  world  that  will  give  men 
a chance  to  work — that  will  give  youth  a 
future  and  old  age  security.  By  the 
promise  of  these  things,  brutes  have 
risen  to  power.  But  they  lied! 
They  do  not  fulfill  that  promise.  They 
never  will!  Dictators  freed  themselves  but 
they  enslaved  the  people!  Now  let  us  fight 
to  fulfill  that  promise!  Let  us  fight  to  free 
the  world — to  do  away  with  national  bar- 
riers— to  do  away  with  greed,  with  hate 
and  intolerance.  Let  us  fight  for  a world 
of  reason — a world  where  science — where 
progress  will  lead  to  the  happiness  of  us 
all.  Soldiers!  In  the  name  of  democracy, 
let  us  unite! 

“Hannah  (Paulette  Goddard)  can  you 
hear  me?  Wherever  you  are,  look  up! 
Look  up,  Hannah!  The  clouds  are  lifting! 
The  sun  is  breaking  through!  We  are 
coming  out  of  the  darkness  into  the  light! 
We  are  coming  into  a new  world — a kind- 
lier world,  where  men  will  rise  above  their 
greed,  their  hate  and  their  brutality.  Look 
up!  Hannah!  The  soul  of  man  has  been 
given  wings  and  at  last  he  is  beginning  to 
fly.  He  is  flying  into  the  rainbow — into 
the  light  of  hope — into  the  future — the 
glorious  future  that  belongs  to  you — to  me 
— 9nd  to  all  of  us!  Look  up.  Hannah! 
Look  up!” 

Chaplin  May  Revive  Old 
Hits;  Would  Do  Shorts 

New  York — Here  for  the  premiere  of 
“The  Great  Dictator,”  Charlie  Chaplin  in 
newspaper  interviews  revealed  he  is  think- 
ing of  reviving  “The  Circus”  and  “The 
Gold  Rush”  and  considering  a feature 
about  White  Russians  in  Shanghai.  “And 
I’d  love  to  make  two  or  three  baggy  trous- 
ers short  films  again,  two  reelers  in  pure 
slapstick,  maybe  about  the  length  of 
Mickey  Mouse  pictures,”  he  added.  There 
aopears  to  be  nothing  definite  about  any 
of  these  plans,  however. 

By  mid-week,  no  protests  from  German 
or  Italian  sources  had  been  lodged  against 
the  comedian’s  latest,  although  Chaplin 
admitted  he  had  received  “a  few”  crank 
letters. 


Two  Warner  Bookings 
For  New  Chaplin  Film 

New  York — The  Warner  circuit  deal  for 
“The  Great  Dictator”  is  confined  to  two 
engagements  at  advanced  prices.  The  film 
opens  at  the  Aldine,  Philadelphia,  October 
23,  and  at  the  Warner,  Pittsburgh,  two 
days  later.  The  bookings  are  for  “indefi- 
nite” runs.  Prices  will  be  raised  to  75 
cents  up  to  6 p.  m.,  and  $1.10  thereafter. 
Opening  night  for  both  engagements  will 
be  reserved,  but  the  scale  will  be  as  above. 


Warner  Deal  Set 

New  York — Columbia  has  concluded  a 
three-year  franchise  with  the  Warner  cir- 
cuit. The  chain’s  expiring  deal  was  for 
two  years. 
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38  Slates  Report 
Theatre  Activity 

In  the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  91  new 
theatres  opened  their  doors,  64  were  un- 
der construction  and  39  planned. 

This  activity,  representing  a compilation 
of  news  reports  gathered  by  Boxoffice 
correspondents,  ranged  over  38  states,  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  Canada.  What 
follows  is  a partial  presentation  of  the  de- 
tail which  led  into  the  totals  outlined 
above: 

Alabama 

Andalusia — “Boots”  Adams  has  opened 
his  new  house  here. 

An  early  opening  is  anticipated  for  the 
1,000  seater  which  Martin  Theatres  is 
building  here. 

Mobile — The  Saenger  Theatre  Corp.  is 
building  a 1,100  seater  here. 

Montgomery — A neighborhood  theatre  is 
being  planned  by  Alabama  Theatres,  Inc. 

The  new  Charles,  seating  1,000  and  own- 
ed by  Myer  and  Lenore  Gerson,  opened 
recently. 

Charles  J.  Rook’s  new  1,000  seater  has 
opened. 

Piedmont — J.  E.  Aaron  is  now  operating 
his  new  400-seat  house  here. 

Arizona 

Ajo — R.  E.  Griffith  recently  opened  his 
new  Oasis  seating  550. 

Arkansas 

Crawfordsville — A new  house  has  opened 
under  management  of  W.  L.  Moxley. 

England — The  Star  managed  by  J.  F. 
Norman  opened  recently. 

North  Little  Rock — Dave  Woolner  re- 
cently opened  his  new  Drive-In  on  Hiway 
70. 

Caliiornia 

Los  Angeles — Jimmy  Pinkler  is  managing 
the  new  1,100-seat  theatre  opened  recently 
in  Westwood  Village. 

Marysville — M.  S.  Metrovitch,  a new  ex- 
hibitor in  this  area,  recently  opened  his 
New  Linda. 

San  Diego — The  new  State,  a Fox  West 
Coast  house  seating  1,014,  is  now  open  for 
business. 

Temple  City — James  Edwards  has  open- 
ed his  new  Temple,  a 700-seater,  costing 
$80,000. 

Colorado 

San  Luis — The  new  400 -seat  house  oper- 
ated by  Chic  Kelloff  of  Antonito  opened 
recently. 

Connecticut 

Bridgeport — Application  was  recently 
made  for  construction  of  a new  theatre 
on  Pequonnock  St.  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$130,000. 

Middletown — Salvatore  Adorno  recently 
opened  his  College  Open  Air  Theatre. 

West  Hartford — Rumors  persist  here  a 
theatre  will  be  built  on  New  Britain  Ave. 
by  a group  headed  by  Charles  Newmark. 

Wethersfield — Construction  has  been  re- 
sumed on  the  Schulman  Circuit  theatre 
projected  here. 

Delaware 

Edge  Moor — Plans  have  been  completed 
for  a theatre  to  seat  850. 

District  of  Columbia 

Washington — -A  third  theatre  is  being 
built  here  by  Fred  Kogod  and  Fred  Burke 
to  be  called  the  Apex  and  to  seat  1,000. 

Florida 

Homestead — The  new  Seminole  had  its 
opening  recently. 

Lake  City — Martin  Theatres  have  pur- 
chased two  sites  for  a theatre. 

Miami — The  new  Boulevard  opened  re- 
cently. 

S.  A.  Lynch  is  building  a new  house  on 


Washington  Ave.  and  Lincoln  Road.  It 
will  accommodate  1,600. 

Orlando — E.  J.  Sparks  plans  a theatre 
here  to  accommodate  800. 

Tallahassee — The  new  Florida  now  un- 
der construction  will  be  completed  shortly. 
It  will  seat  about  1,100.  Estimated  cost  is 
$150,000. 

Georgia 

Atlanta — Jack  Anderson  is  managing  the 
new  Garden  which  seats  500. 

Mion  & Murray’s  new  East  Point  had 
its  opening  late  in  September.  It  accom- 
modates 750  and  is  managed  by  B.  L. 
Hester. 

Sam  and  Jack  Bogo  are  building  a 750- 
seat  house. 

Canton — Martin-Thompson  has  opened 
its  new  Canton. 

Cartersville — A.  L.  Cowart  is  managing 
the  new  Legion,  a 557-seater. 

Columbus — E.  M.  Scott  is  the  manager  of 
Lucas  & Jenkins’  new  house  here. 

Douglas — The  new  Martin  had  its  open- 
ing recently. 

Greensboro — A new  660-seater  is  being 
built  by  J.  M.  Reynolds  jr.  and  W.  R. 
Boswell. 

Lawrenceville — R.  E.  Kelly’s  new  theatre 
will  open  shortly. 

Valdosta — A new  500 -seater  is  being 
built  by  J.  Perlman. 

Auburn  Parris  is  managing  the  South- 
land Theatres’  new  house  here. 

Illinois 

Gondola — Jesre  Bizzle  is  now  operating 
his  new  300-seater. 

Jacksonville- — A December  1 opening  is 
planned  for  Kenneth  Childs’  new  750-seat- 
er  now  under  construction. 

Morris — Edward  Van  DerVeer  opened  his 
new  theatre  known  as  the  State  recently. 

St.  Anne — Lyle  Bertrand  has  opened  his 
new  theatre. 

Indiana 

Fort  Wayne — Quimby  Theatres,  Inc.,  will 
construct  its  first  suburban  theatre,  a 
1,000-seater  to  open  next  August. 

Hobart — Construction  has  started  on  Ig- 
natius Prusiecki’s  new  house  which  will 
seat  approximately  1,000. 

Iowa 

Denison — A new  450-seater  may  be 
opened  here. 

Kansas 

Lawrence — A new  theatre  was  opened 
here  recently. 

Paola — The  new  Paola  was  formally 
opened  a few  weeks  ago. 

Kentucky 

Fort  Mitchell — Four-Star  Theatres,  Inc., 
are  operating  the  new  theatre  here. 

Louisiana 

Algiers — The  new  United  chain  house  is 
expected  to  have  a fall  opening. 

New  Orleans — An  October  opening  is 
planned  for  the  new  theatre  on  the  West 
Side. 

A new  2,000  seater  is  planned  and  will 
be  located  in  St.  Bernard  Parish. 

The  Jeff  had  a September  opening. 

Ville  Platte — Emile  Tate  is  opening  a 
new  theatre  here. 

Maine 

Gorham — The  new  theatre  here  had  a 
September  2 opening. 

Houlton — A new  theatre  is  under  con- 
struction here. 

Maryland 

Baltimore — A new  theatre  is  under  con- 
struction in  the  Pimlico  section. 

Phil  Smith  of  Boston  plans  a drive-in 
here  to  be  opened  in  the  spring. 

Glen  Burnie — Harry  Gruver  is  having 
plans  drawn  for  a new  house  here. 

Hollywood — A formal  opening  is  planned 
by  Ike  Weiner  for  his  new  house. 

Massachusetts 

Boston — Frederick  E.  Lieberman  is  plan- 
ning a new  theatre  for  the  Uphams  Cor- 
ner suburb. 

Brighton — The  new  1,200-seater  known 


64  Are  Under  Way; 
39  on  Blue  Prints 


as  the  Circle  is  in  charge  of  PYank  Mc- 
Manus. 

Dorchester — A new  theatre  is  being 
erected  in  the  Cedar  Grove  section. 

Swampscott — A new  theatre  is  planned 
here. 

Worcester — E.  M.  Loew  is  constructing 
a sixth  theatre  here. 

Michigan 

Beaverton — The  new  Gem  has  opened. 

Davison — Harry  Hobolth  has  opened  his 
new  theatre  called  the  Midway. 

Detroit — A new  1,200-seater  to  be  called 
the  Manor  will  be  erected  at  Grand  River 
and  Grandview  Aves.  The  tentative  open- 
ing date  is  January  1. 

Construction  will  soon  get  under  way  on 
the  new  600-seater  planned  by  the  Krim 
circuit  to  be  located  in  the  suburb  of 
Highland  Park. 

The  new  Midtown  is  under  construction 
here. 

Farmington — Associated  Theatres  open- 
ed the  first  picture  house  here  recently. 

Kalamazoo — P.  C.  Schram  is  building  a 
new  house  here. 

Traverse  City — The  Butterfield  circuit 
has  a new  theatre  here. 

Minnesota 

Harmony — J.  M.  Rostvold  is  opening  a 
new  theatre  here  to  replace  the  one  which 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

Rushton — The  new  Meryle  Hansen  house 
seating  265  opened  here  recently. 

St.  Paul — George  M.  Aurelius  manages 
the  new  Centre. 

Walnut  Grove — A.  B.  Dahlgren’s  theatre 
called  the  Walnut  and  seating  215  had  a 
September  opening. 

Mississippi 

Hazlehurst — The  new  464-seater  called 
the  Hazle  is  managed  by  W.  C.  Car- 
michael. 

Hernando — K.  H.  Kaver’s  new  house  is 
open  for  business. 

Work  is  progressing  on  the  450-seater 
being  built  by  A.  L.  Royal  and  Monty 
Hance. 

Meridian — Lloyd  Royal  has  started  con- 
struction on  his  700-seater  which  will  be 
completed  about  November  1. 

Missouri 

Campbell — Lyle  Richmond  has  a new 
theatre  here. 

New  Haven — Walter  J.  Buchholtz’s  new 
theatre  called  the  Waltz  and  seating  290 
will  open  shortly. 

Piedmont — A.  B.  Jefferis  is  now  operat- 
ing his  new  400-seater. 

Sedalia — The  new  Fox  had  an  early 
September  opening. 

St.  Louis — Tommy  James  has  opened  his 
New  Comet,  seating  1,000  and  catering  to 
the  Negro  trade. 

A new  drive-in  theatre  is  being  operated 
by  E.  M.  Loew. 

Nebraska 

Falls  City — Oscar  Johnson  is  building  a 
new  650-seater. 

Friend — Wally  Johnson  announces  he 
may  rebuild  the  Plaza  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire. 

Homer — George  Barber  has  a new  thea- 
tre here. 

Kearney — George  O.  Monroe  has  a new 
theatre  here  called  the  Empress  which 
replaces  one  destroyed  by  fire  some  time 
ago. 

Lincoln — Howard  Federer  is  manager 
of  the  New  Varsity  which  had  its  opening 
late  in  August. 

New  Hampshire 

Manchester — Lucien  Descoteau  operates 
this  city’s  newest  theatre  called  the  Rex. 
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"WIND"  WRESTS  LEAD  FROM  RIVAL  PRODUCT 


CHARLOTTE 

Broadway- — Private  Affairs  (Univ)  90 

Carolina — The  Howards  of  Virginia  (Col) 100 

Imperial — City  for  Conquest  (WB) 90 


State — Queen  of  the  Mob  (Para't),  1st  half.. 100 
State — Millionaires  in  Prison  (RKO).  2nd  half.  90 


CHICAGO 

Apollo — Pastor  Hall  (UA),  2nd  wk 110 

Chicago — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB) 100 

Garrick — Sea  Hawk  (WB).  2nd  wk 90 

Oriental — Secret  Seven  (Col),  plus  Ina  Ray 

Hutton  stage  show  105 

Palace — Argentine  Nights  (Univ);  Dance,  Girl, 

Dance  (RKO)  100 

Roosevelt — The  Westerner  (UA),  2nd  wk 105 

State-Lake — They  Drive  by  Night  (WB). 

stage  show  100 

United  Artists — Strike  Up  the  Baii<l  (M-G-M)..125 
Woods — Gone  With  the  Wind  (M-G-M), 

37th  wk • 105 


CINCINNATI 

Albee — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman  (20th- 

Fox)  110 

Capitol — 'Spring  Parade  (Univ).  2nd  wk 105 

Grand — I Want  a Divorce  (Para’t)  100 

Keith's — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col),  0 days..  90 

Lyric — Captain  Caution  (UA).  0 days  75 

I^alace — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M) 130 

Shubert — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA),  2nd  wk.  ,100 


CLEVELAND 

Allen — The  Howards  of  Virginia  (Col),  2nd  wk.  .105 

Hippodrome — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB) 120 

Lake — River’s  End  (WB);  (tuceii  of  Destiny 

(RKO)  80 

Palace — Ramparts  We  Watch  (RKO).  plus 

Jimmy  Dorsey  on  stage  125 

State — The  Westerner  (UA)  105 

Stillman — l$oom  Town  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 150 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep), 

1st  part  100 

Capitol — Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  part  85 

Capitol — 'Queen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono), 

3rd  part  80 

Majestic — Brigham  Y oung — Frontier.'.man 

(20th-Fox)  110 

Palace — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M) 130 

Rialto — Coinin’  Round  the  Mountain  (Para't), 

1st  half  100 

Rialto — Captain  Caution  (UA).  2nd  half 90 

Tower — City  for  Conquest  (WB),  2nd  wk 100 

DENVER 

Aladdin — P'oreign  Corresiioiulent  (UA),  after 

wk.  at  Denver  110 

Broadway— Wyoming  (M-G-M);  oi  De.-*- 

tiny  (RKO).  after  wk.  at  Orpheum  90 

Denham — Cherokee  Strip  (Para’t)  80 

Denver — Howards  of  Virginia  (Col);  I’m 

Nobody’s  Sweetheart  Now  (Univ)  110 

Orpheum — Strike  Ip  the  Band  (M-G-M);  Men 

Against  tlie  Sky  (RKO)  175 

Paramount — ^Captain  Caution  (UA);  Three 

3Ien  From  Texa.s  (Para’t) 100 

Rialto — Brigham  Young — ^Frontiersman  (20th- 
Fox),  after  wk.  at  each  the  Denver  and 
Aladdin:  Before  I Hang  (Col)  110 

DETROIT 

Adams — Hired  Wife  (Univ),  after  wk.  at  Fox; 

Girl  F’rom  Avenue  A (20th-Fox) 75 

Cinema — Yllle.  3Ia  Ylere  (SR);  School  for 

Husbands  (SR),  3rd  wk 90 

Fox — Argentine  Nights  (Univ);  The  Muniinj’s 

Hand  (Univ)  85 

Michigan — Lucky  Partners  (RKO),  plus 

stage  show  100 

Palms-State — Wyoming  (M-G-M) ; Dance,  Girl, 

Dance  (RKO),  after  wk.  at  Michigan 85 

United  Artists — Strike  I'p  the  Band  (M-G-M); 
Cross  Country  Romance  (RKO),  2nd  wk 120 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Gun  Code  (PRC);  Wagons  Westward 

(Rep)  90 

Circle — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB);  Tom 

Brown’s  School  Days  (RKO)  105 

Indiana — City  for  Conquest  (WB);  River’s 

End  (WB)  100 

Loew's — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M);  The 

Secret  Seven  (Col).  2nd  wk 125 

Lyric — tjueen  of  the  Y'ukon  (Mono),  plus  Phil 

Spitalny  band  on  stage  95 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Hired  Wife  (Univ)  110 

Midland — The  Westerner  (UA);  Sky  3Iur- 

der  (M-G-M)  125 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  oi  the  Week 


Gone  With  the  Wind — 

New  York  City 200 

Chicago  165 

Strike  Up  the  Band — 

Providence  (dual)  200 

New  Haven  (dual) 165 

Knute  Rockne — All  American — 

Philadelphia  160 

Los  Angeles  (dual) 150 

Boom  Town — 

Cleveland  150 

Wyoming — 

New  Orleans  150 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Gone  With  the  Wind,  43rd  wk.,  New  York 
City;  37th  wk.,  Chicago. 

I^oreign  Correspondent,  6th  wk..  New  Y’ork 

City;  3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 

Boom  Town,  5th  wk.,  Salt  Lake  City;  4th 
wk.,  Cleveland,  Pittsburgh. 

Pastor  Hall,  3rd  wk.,  New  York  City. 
Strike  Up  the  Band,  3id  wk.,  Seattle. 


Newman — Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t) 90 

Orpheum — No  Time  lor  Coiiiedy  (WB); 

Stranger  on  tlK*  Third  Fdoor  (RKO) 115 

Tower — Slightly  Tempted  (Univ),  plus  stage 

show  95 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  135 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Captain  Caution  (UA);  Public  Deb 

No.  1 (2Uth-Fox)  85 

Downtown — Knute  Rockne — All  American 

(WB):  Slightly  tempted  (Univ) 150 

Four  Star — Foreign  Coire.^pondent  (UA), 

2nd  wk 135 

Hillstreet^ — Hired  M ite  (Univ)  ; The  Leather 

Pushers  (Univ)  110 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  150 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  110 

Paiamount — Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO);  Golden 

Gloves  (Para’t),  plus  stage  show  125 

State — Same  as  Chinese  90 


MILWAUKEE 

Palace — Rangers  of  F'ortune  (Para’t);  I Want 

a Divorce  (Para’t)  110 

Riverside — I’m  Nobody’s  Sweetheart  Now 

(Univ),  plus  Joe  Penner  in  person 200 

Strand — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman  (20th- 

Fox);  Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-P^ox) 100 

Warner — Hired  Wife  (Univ);  Pastor  Hall  (UA).115 
Wisconsin — Strike  Up  tlie  Band  (M-G-M); 

Sky  Ylurder  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Alvin — Three  Fac-es  West  (Rep),  plus  stage 

show  90 

Aster — Charlie  Chan  at  the  AVax  Museum  (20th- 

Fox) ; Slightly  Tempted  (Univ)  90 

Century — Man  I Married  (20th-Fox)  85 

Esquire — -Ramparts  We  Watch  (RKO),  4th  wk. . 90 

Gopher — The  Quarterback  (Para’t)  90 

Orpheum — The  Howards  of  Virginia  (Col) 100 

State — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  .125 
World — Lady  in  (hicstion  (Col)  80 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M);  Charlie 
Chan  at  the  AVax  Museum  (20th-Fox),  2nd 


wk 165 

Loew-Poli — The  Howards  of  A'irginia  (Col); 

Gold  Rush  Maisie  (M-G-M)  90 

Paramount — Spring  Parade  (Univ);  Pier  13 

(20th-Fox),  9 days  140 

Roger  Sherman — Kit  Carson  (UA);  Slightly 

Tempted  (Univ)  85 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Secret  Seven  (Col)  100 

Globe — Charlie  Chan’s  Murder  Cruise  (20th- 

Fox)  90 

Liberty — Howards  of  Virginia  (Col),  2nd  run... 100 

Loew’s — Wyonringr  (M-G-M)  150 

Orpheum — Spring:  Parade  (Univ)  140 

Saenger — City  for  Conquest  (WB) 140 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Gone  With  the  Wind  (M-G-M), 

43rd  wk 200 

Capitol — .Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 115 

Criterion — Wyoming;  (M-G-M)  130 

Globe — Pastor  Hall  (UA),  3rd  wk 100 

Paramount — I Want  a Divorce  (Para’t), 

plus  stage  show  95 

Itadio  City  Music  Hall — The  Howards  of  Vir- 
ginia (Col),  plus  stage  show,  2nd  wk 95 

Rialto — Diamond  Frontier  (Univ)  100 

Rivoli — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA),  6 th  wk.  ..110 

Roxy — Spring  Parade  (Univ),  plus  stage  show.. 140 
Strand — City  for  Conquest  (WB),  2nd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  100 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB).llO 
Liberty — Coinin’  Round  the  Mountain  (Para’t); 

Golden  Gloves  (Para't)  95 

Midwest — I AA’ant  a Divorce  (Para’t) 90 

State — South  of  Pago  Pago  (UA) 95 

Warner — Golden  F'leecing  (M-G-M);  Hot  Steel 

(Univ)  100 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB) ; Before 

I Hang  (Col)  115 

Omaha — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M) 150 

Orpheum — Knute  Koekne — .All  American 

(WB);  River’s  End  (WB)  125 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — The  Great  Profile  (20th-F’ox) 75 

Boyd — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  .135 
Earle — I*ublic  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox),  plus  Glen 

Gray’s  orchestra  on  stage  140 

Fox — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB) 160 

Karlton — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman  (20th- 

Fox),  2nd  run  110 

Keith’s — City  for  Conquest  (AVB),  2nd  run....  100 

Stanley — The  AA>sterner  (UA),  2nd  wk 75 

Stanton — The  Great  McGinty  (Para’t) 115 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — The  Howards  of  Virginia  (Col) 95 

Barry— Demon  Doctor  (SR) ; Island  of  Lo.st 

Men  (Para’t)  70 

Fulton — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman  (20th- 

Fox),  2nd  wk..  4 days  60 

Penn — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M) 130 

Ritz — Boom  Town  (M-G-M),  4th  d.  t.  wk 80 

Stanley — Foreign  CorresiKindent  (UA)  100 

Wainer— Tlie  AA’esterner  (UA),  2nd  d.  t.  wk.  ...100 

PROVIDENCE 

Albee — Spring  Parade  (Univ);  Men  Against 

the  Sky  (RKO)  100 

Carlton — Howards  of  A'irginia  (Col),  2nd  wk. . . 65 
Fays — Mummy’s  Hand  (Univ);  The  Tulsa 

Kid  (Rep)  110 

Majestic — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB);  Yester- 
day’s Heroes  (20th-Fox)  90 

State — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M);  Dulcy 

(M-G-M)  200 

Strand — The  Quarterback  (Para’t):  Karl  of 

PuddSestone  (Rep)  80 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — Ladies  Must  Live  (FN);  The  Secret 

Seven  (Col)  100 

Centre — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox) 95 

Paramount — Our  Town  (UA),  plus  stage  show.. 125 

Rialto — l.ucky  Partners  (RKO),  2nd  wk 110 

Studio — Boom  Town  (M-G-M),  5th  wk 115 

Utah — Bo.ts  T>om  Syracuse  (Univ) 110 

Victory — Sky  Bandits  (Mono);  Tear  Gas 

Squad  (WB)  100 

SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — Pastor  Hall  (UA)  90 

Fifth  Avenue — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th- 

Fox);  The  Great  Profile  (M-G-M) 90 

Liberty — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA);  3rd  wk..  90 
Music  Box — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 90 

Orpheum — Knute  Koekne — All  American  (WB); 

South  to  Karanga  (Univ),  2nd  wk 90 

Palomar — Scatterbrain  (Rep);  The  Tenderfoot 

(Rep),  plus  stage  show  100 

Paramount — .Spring  Parade  (Univ);  The  Quar- 
terback (Para’t).  2nd  wk 100 
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"Asked  for  Life,  But 
Gets  Three  Months" 


(Continued  from  page  4) 

came  to  trial,  would  take  months  and 
wouldn’t  prove  a thing;  the  best,  perhaps, 
an  iminformed  court  decision. 

“Add  to  this,”  the  source  goes  on,  “the 
fact  that  the  decree  also  automatically 
eliminates  future  harassment  and  costly 
defense,  not  to  mention  the  loss  of  good- 
will that  innumerable  private  anti-trust 
actions  cause.  Add  to  this  the  deal  on  the 
disposal  of  contempt  proceedings  against 
Fox  West  Coast  in  Los  Angeles  and  B&K 
in  Chicago,  and  three  government  anti- 
trust cases  in  Buffalo,  Nashville  and  Ok- 
lahoma City. 

“And  add  to  all  this,  just  as  a clincher, 
the  fact  that  the  defendants  have  won  a 
stipulation  from  the  government  that  they 
can  get  out  from  under  this  decree  if  in 
nine  months  its  provisions  can  be  proven 
as  impracticable.” 

Distributors  "Relish"  Plan 

The  spokesman  offers  something  in  the 
line  of  a paradox  insofar  as  the  govern- 
ment’s responsibility  on  “public  interest” 
is  concerned.  He  points  to  the  block  of 
five  selling  plan  as  putting  the  public 
“out  of  the  running  completely,”  on  the 
ground  the  exhibitor  has  a “flat  no  per 
cent  cancellation  privilege  as  compared 
with  the  slight  advantage  he  previously  en- 
joyed.” Contrariwise,  the  distributor-de- 
fendants are  pictured  as  relishing  the  five- 
block  plan  as  “something  we  didn’t  ask 
for  but  something  we  have  to  take  ad- 
vantage of.” 

What  seems  to  this  observer  as  the  most 
“flagrant  waste  of  time,  money  and 
progress”  is  the  fact  that  the  government  is 
getting  less  from  the  majors  via  a con- 
sent decree  than  the  industry  would  have 
enjoyed  had  the  government  approved  the 
distributors’  voluntary  trade  practice  code. 


Tri-States  Unit  Against 
Blocks-of-Five  Plan 

Memphis — Characterizing  the  blocks-of- 
five  sales  plan  in  the  proposed  consent 
decree  as  an  “expensive  and  useless  ex- 
periment,” the  annual  convention  of  the 
MPTO  of  Tennessee,  Arkansas  and  Mis- 
sissippi called  upon  the  department  of 
justice  not  to  approve  that  provision. 

General  consensus  held  that  the  pro- 
posal would  place  smaller  exhibitors  at 
a disadvantage  in  negotiating  for  product, 
that  it  would  increase  unnecessarily  the 
expense  upon  all  three  branches  of  the 
trade  and  that  it  would  remove  any  right 
of  cancellation  that  members  contend  has 
been  won  only  after  a “long  uphill  fight.” 
Preference  was  evident  for  more  liberal 
cancellation  privileges  under  block  book- 
ing, the  expressed  figure  ranging  from  an 
unrestricted  15  per  cent  to  25  per  cent. 

Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president, 
sounded  the  keynote  of  opposition  when 
he  declared  that  the  small-block  plan  re- 
tains “the  worst  features”  of  block  book- 
ing and  “eliminates  the  best.” 

R.  X.  Williams,  president,  Oxford,  Miss., 
was  re-elected,  as  were  other  officers. 

Besides  KUykendall,  guest  speakers  were 
Y.  Prank  Freeman,  Paramount  production 
head;  H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  exhibitor 
relations  for  Loew’s,  Inc.;  Claude  F.  Lee, 
department  of  public  relations  for  Para- 
mount; J.  C.  Flynn,  Variety,  and  Wm.  G. 
Formby,  editor  of  Boxoffice. 


Asks  for  Stand  Allied  to  Map  Course 
On  the  absent  Pittsburgh  Meel 


(Continued  from  page  9) 
combines  have  been  put  in  the  same  cate- 
gory with  the  circuits? 

“The  general  counsel  of  Allied  at  At- 
lantic City  and  again  at  Jackson  analyzed 
all  provisions  of  the  decree,  pointing  out 
their  strengths  and  weaknesses.  Will  other 
exhibitor  organizations  join  in  an  effort  to 
eliminate  the  ‘bugs’  from  other  provisions 
or  will  they  use  the  five-picture  provision 
as  a weapon  to  attack  the  entire  proposal? 

“Do  the  tom-tom  beaters  in  common 
with  other  exhibitor  groups  want  to  elimi- 
nate or  revise  the  provisions  in  reference 
to  selling  pictures  and  to  strengthen  the 
provisions  against  the  oppressive  use  of 
buying  power,  or  do  they  hope  by  muddy- 
ing the  waters  to  prevent  any  relief  against 
chain  depredations? 

“The  proposed  remedy  for  discrimina- 
tion contains  conditions  and  limitations 
that  hamper  its  effectiveness.  We  have 
not  heard  Messrs.  Kuykendall  and  Brandt 
propose  that  these  restrictions  be  removed. 

“The  provision  to  limit  the  acquisition 
of  theatres  by  the  producer-distributors 
contains  serious  loopholes.  We  have  not 
heard  those  men  propose  that  these  be 
plugged  up. 

“Do  not  these  blind  opponents  of  the 
Neely  bill,  who  would  not  even  cooperate 
in  seeking  amendments  tending  to  make 
the  bill  more  workable,  feel  that  by  such 
blind  opposition  they  paved  the  way  for 
the  unwanted  five-picture  plan? 

“The  independent  exhibitors  will  not 
have  a clear  picture  of  the  situation  until 
these  questions  are  answered  by  those  to 


Washington  — Future  course  to  be 
adopted  by  Allied  States  with  respect  to 
its  opposition  to  consent-decree  provisions 
for  five-film  blocks  will  be  mapped  out  at 
a meeting  of  the  executive  board  to  be 
held  in  Pittsburgh,  October  21. 

The  meeting  was  called  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania city  because  a number  of  the  asso- 
ciation’s top  men  are  expected  to  be  there 
in  attendance  at  the  annual  convention 
of  Allied  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners 
of  Western  Pennsylvania. 

While  the  consent-decree  negotiations 
are  nearing  their  final  stages,  there  are 
indications  that  no  action  will  be  taken 
by  the  New  York  court  until  an  opportun- 
ity has  been  afforded  exhibitor  interests 
to  express  their  views  on  the  document 
which  will  temporarily  suspend  the  gov- 
ernment’s prosecution  of  the  five  signatory 
companies,  so  that  Allied  officials  believe 
the  October  21  date  will  not  be  too  late. 


whom  they  are  addressed.  The  trade  press 
will  perform  a service  to  the  exhibitors  by 
helping  to  elicit  such  answers.” 


Stand  Already  Known.  Says 
Brandt  to  Myers  Request 

New  York — In  answer  to  Abram  F. 
Myers’  request  he  make  known  his  atti- 
tude on  the  Neely  bill  and  the  proposed 
consent  decree,  Harry  Brandt,  president 
of  the  ITOA,  tells  Boxoffice  he  has  been 
shouting  his  opinions  from  the  rooftops 
for  some  time  and  whatever  he  would  say 
now  would  be  repetitious. 
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Mr.  Exhibitor,  have  you  a few  minutes  screen 
time  and  a little  lobby  display  space  to  help  us? 


The  entire  Motion  Picture  Industry  is  backing  the  Annual  Member- 
ship Drive  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  beginning  November  11. 
The  amount  of  cooperation  requested  is  little,  the  help  it  will 
provide  is  mighty! 

-WHAT  YOU  DO:  - 


FIRST:  You  run  a 400  foot  trailer  featuring 
Deanna  Durbin,  the  1st  week  of  the  Drive! 
SECOND:  You  run  a 100  foot  trailer  follow-up 
featuring  Priscilla  Lane,  the  2nd  week  of  the 
Drive.  THIRD:  During  these  two  weeks  you 

No  Collections! 


display  Red  Cross  flags,  banners,  etc.,  all  fur- 
nished to  you  by  your  local  Red  Cross  Chapters. 
FOURTH:  Permit  Red  Cross  representatives  in 
your  lobbies  to  answer  questions  on  the  Drive 
and  accept  such  memberships  as  volunteer. 

No  Solicitations! 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Signs  for  Chaplin — 

Clayton  E.  Bond,  chief  film  buyer  for 
Warner  theatres,  affixing  the  neces- 
saries to  a deal  for  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator” in  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh. 
Looking  on  is  Harry  L.  Gold,  UA  vice- 
; president  in  charge  of  eastern  sales. 

I 

Ampa  Gets  It  on 
The  Serious  Side 


New  York — What  the  second  Ampa 
meeting  of  the  season  lacked  in  quantity 
of  the  turnout,  the  administration  more 
than  made  up  for  in  the  quality  of  the 
three  guest  speakers — Joe  E,  Brown,  Gar- 
son  Kanin  and  Harry  Brandt.  And  while 
levity,  and  good-natured,  intra-industry 
ribbing  took  the  spotlight,  the  serious 
thoughts  left  by  each  apparently  made  a 
deep  impression  on  the  lads  and  lassies  of 
the  publicity  staffs. 

In  the  order  in  which  they  spoke,  these 
are  the  thoughts;  Brown  exhorted  his  lis- 
teners to  “understand  the  other  fellow; 
don’t  let  hatred  rule  your  thoughts.”  He 
made  a plea  for  “more  laughter,  something 
a majority  of  people  seem  to  have  for- 
gotten.” In  recalling  a few  anecdotes  in 
connection  with  his  work,  the  comedian 
offered  a splendid  sample  of  how  much 
fun  it  is  to  laugh. 

Kanin  asked  Ampa  members  to  consider 
being  “more  honest”  in  exploiting  films. 
It  was  his  observation  that  the  constant 
repetition  of  “fantastic”  phrases  invites 
public  mistrust  and  otherwise  eventually 
lose  their  meaning.  By  using  more  imagin- 
ation and  less  “boom”  in  publicizing  prod- 
uct the  industry  might  offset  some  of  the 
“mistrust”  that  he  feels  has  manifested 
itself. 

Aside  from  the  specific  job  of  exploiting 
each  new  film,  Kanin  envisioned  a need 
for  “institutional  advertising  for  the  in- 
dustry as  a whole.  For  some  reason,”  he 
went  on,  “we’re  in  bad  repute.”  He  ob- 
served this  might  stem  from  the  flaunt- 
ing of  Hollywood  wealth,  swimming  pools 
and  idiocies.  The  highlighting  of  hard 
work,  rather  than  the  carnival  spirit 
should  be  the  order,  he  observed. 

Brandt  urged  every  producer  set  up  a 
subsequent  run  publicity  staff,  for  which 
“there  is  a definite  need  ...  to  arouse  the 
public  interest  in  that  particular  neigh- 


"Dictalor"  Gross 
Nears  $120,000 

New  York — Approximately  $120,000  is 
expected  to  be  garnered  in  the  first  week 
for  the  combined  showings  of  “The  Great 
Dictator”  at  the  Capitol  and  Astor.  The 
former  house  schedules  seven  shows  a day, 
while  at  the  Astor  there  are  two  on  week 
days,  four  on  Saturday  and  three  on  Sun- 
day. 

For  the  opening  night  at  the  Capitol, 
the  take  was  about  $4,500.  On  Wednesday 
the  full  day’s  receipts  tallied  $15,500,  in- 
dicating a total  of  $100,000,  or  better,  for 
the  first  seven  days. 

The  first  two  days  at  the  Astor  were 
complete  sellouts  for  all  performances. 
Each  day  netted  $2,300  at  the  boxoffice 
with  indications  pointing  to  $19,000,  or  bet- 
ter, for  the  first  seven  days. 

Big  Plans  for  "Arizona" 
Made  at  2-DaY  Meeting 

Atlanta — Plans  to  emphasize  the  im- 
portance of  “Arizona”  as  one  of  Colum- 
bia’s major  attractions  highlighted  a two- 
day  sales  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Ansley  here 
over  the  weekend.  The  sessions  were  pre- 
sided over  by  Abe  Montague,  sales  man- 
ager, and  Rube  Jackter,  his  assistant. 

Analyses  on  sales  and  exhibition  plans 
for  the  film,  as  well  as  for  “Angels  Over 
Broadway”  and  “This  Thing  Called  Love” 
were  also  on  the  agenda.  Those  attend- 
ing included  all  southern  division  ex- 
changes, under  Division  Manager  Sam 
Moscow,  and  comprised  personnel  from 
Charlotte,  Dallas,  Memphis,  Oklahoma 
City  and  New  Orleans,  as  well  as  Atlanta. 


Simon  Libros  Dead 

Philadelphia  — Simon  Libros,  former 
president  of  the  Independent  Poster  Rent- 
ers’ Ass’n,  is  dead  here  at  the  age  of  59. 


borhood  at  a minimum  of  cost.”  Most 
exhibitors,  he  asserted,  are  not  publicity 
men — “that’s  where  you  come  in  . . . for 
if  selling  pictures  in  neighborhood  theatres 
shows  a definite  boost  in  boxoffice  receipts, 
I assure  you  that  your  exchanges  will  reap 
the  benefits  of  that  business  upswing  in 
mighty  short  time.” 

Leon  Bamberger  presided. 


Give  Decree  Final 
Onceover  Monday 


New  York — Important  major  company 
executives  wiil  hold  a meeting  Monday  for 
a final  onceover  of  the  proposed  consent 
decree  before  it  is  submitted  to  Federal 
Judge  Goddard  Tuesday.  Conferes  wound 
up  all  important  details  of  the  rules  on 
arbitration  at  a night  session  Thursday. 
At  these  meetings  five  government  attor- 
neys attended,  including  James  V.  Hayes, 
Robert  Sher,  Robert  L.  Wright,  Seymour 
Simon  and  Seymour  Krieger. 

In  addition  to  language,  the  principal 
discussion  hinged  on  the  time  to  be  al- 
lowed for  appeals.  Arbitration  rules  will 
follow  civil  court  procedure.  Simplifying 
the  language  to  coincide  with  this  has  been 
a major  task,  according  to  counsel. 

Wall  Street  'Journal'  Sees 
Paramount  Shares  Pay 

New  York — Observing  the  “final  three 
months  of  the  year  is  normally  one  of  the 
best  periods,”  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
states  Paramount  “apparently  has  a good 
chance  of  reporting  aroimd  $2  a share  for 
its  common  stock  for  1940.”  This  is  based 
on  the  “understanding”  the  company’s 
earnings  for  the  third  quarter,  ended 
about  September  30,  were  “better  than  the 
48  cents  a share  for  the  common  reported 
for  the  June  quarter,  indicating  that  nine 
months’  net  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$1.50  a share.” 

Reservations  Going  Fast 
For  Pioneers'  "Circus" 

New  York — ^Advance  reservations  for  the 
Picture  Pioneers’  “Circus  Night  at  the 
Astor,”  are  running  ahead  of  the  organi- 
zation’s previous  affair,  according  to  Jack 
Cohn,  house  manager.  He  says  a large 
delegation  from  the  Toronto  chapter  will 
be  present.  The  group  is  comprised  of 
men  who  have  been  in  the  industry  for  25 
years. 


Shapiro-S-W  Suit  Set 

Philadelphia — 'The  suit  of  Dave  Shapiro, 
Admiral,  against  Stanley-Warner  and  the 
major  distributors,  has  been  set  for  No- 
vember 7,  according  to  latest  reports. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

In  Between  the  Cocktails,  a Picture — 

Among  the  week’s  activities  was  a Music  Hall  party  for  Charles  Laughton. 
Among  the  many  photographs  made  was  this  of  the  star,  Mrs.  Ben 
Shlyen  and  her  husband,  the  publisher  of  Boxoffice. 
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— Metropolitan  Photos 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Exempliiying  the  "Good  Neighbor"  Policy — 

On  the  left  is  the  “Brazilian  Bombshell,”  sometimes  known  as  Carmen 
Miranda.  She  is  in  from  Brazil  and  on  her  way  west  for  her  second  20th 
Century-Fox  role,  this  tune  in  “Rings  on  Her  Fingers.”  Four  weeks  at  the 
Chez  Paree,  Chicago  night  club  well  known  to  visiting  film  men,  intervene, 
however.  On  the  right  is  Alberto  Vila,  Argentinian  film  and  radio  player. 
He  is  in  Hew  York,  too,  en  route  to  Hollywood  and  RKO  for  his  first  Ameri- 
can screen  role  in  “They  Met  in  Argentina.” 


BROADWAY, 


J)AN  MICHALOVE  has  delayed  his  trip 
to  Sydney,  Australia,  indefinitely.  He 
was  slated  to  sail  on  the  Monterey,  which 
has  been  taken  off  the  regular  route  and 
now  making  China  its  port  of  call  . . . Bill 
Scully  is  now  on  the  coast  after  a visit  to 
a number  of  key  cities  on  “U”  product 
deals  en  route  . . . Lionel  Toll  of  the  ITOA 
is  turning  out  to  be  a stooge  for  Fred 
Allen.  Toll  was  in  the  audience  of  the 
Allen  show  last  Wednesday  night  and 
called  to  discuss  the  topic  of  whether  he 
would  rather  hear  the  program  on  the 
radio  or  see  the  show  broadcast  from  the 
studio.  Toll  preferred  to  have  his  enter- 
tainment brought  to  him  at  his  fireside. 

Margaret  (“Marge”)  Lezcer,  William  F. 
Rodgers’  secretary,  had  a little  birthday 
party.  It  was  in  the  form  of  a surprise  con- 
cocted by  Ruth  Lewis  . . . Charlie  Einfeld 
has  whipped  up  a lot  of  comment  for  him- 
self and  “A  Dispatch  From  Reuter's,”  by 
senduig  about  400  pigeons  to  newsjnen  all 
over  the  country  with  packets  that  con- 
tain a plug  for  the  film  . . . Hate  Blumberg 
was  forced  home  with  a bad  throat  . . . 
Bob  Mochrie  is  on  a swing  of  RKO’s  south- 
ern exchanges  for  about  10  days  . . . Harry 
Brandt  has  taken  over  chairmanship  of 
the  motion  picture  division  of  President 
Roosevelt’s  re-election  campaign  . . . Stars 
and  such  here  from  Hollywood:  Elsa  Lan- 
chester,  Wesley  Ruggles,  Robert  Mont- 
gomery, Judy  Canova  and  Rosita  More^io 
. . . Sabu  and  June  Duprez  have  returned 
to  Hollywood  after  personal  appearances  at 
the  world  premiere  of  “The  Thief  of  Bag- 
dad” at  Warm  Springs,  Ga.  ...  A farewell 
luncheon  was  tendered  to  Hal  M.  Green  of 
RKO’s  pressbook  department  Wednesday 
on  the  occasioyi  of  his  entermg  a new  line 
of  business.  He  was  with  the  department 
almost  10  years.  Barret  McCormick  and 
Fred  Schaefer  were  on  hand,  as  were  a 
flock  of  his  associates  ...  Ed  Wynn  and 
Eddie  Cantor  are  additions  to  the  host  of 


stars  who  will  appear  at  the  “Hight  of 
Stars”  bejiefit  at  Madison  Square  Garden, 
Hovember  27. 

Leopold  Friedman  is  back  from  the 
coast,  making  the  trip  both  ways  by  plane 
for  the  first  time.  He  was  gone  less  than 
a week  . . . Col.  E.  A.  Schiller  has  gone 
back  to  the  M-G-M  studios  now  that  cooler 
weather  has  started  to  set  in  these  parts 
. . . Irving  Pinsker  has  taken  over  the 
Haven,  Woodhaven,  L.  I.,  from  Ben  Rosos- 
say.  Pinsker  is  one  of  Frank  Moscato’s 
partners  in  the  Long  Island  booking  com- 
bine . . . Jay  Eisenberg  spent  a day  in  Wor- 
cester, Mass,  on  Loew  theatre  legal  mat- 
ters . . . Hunt  Stromberg,  M-G-M  pro- 
ducer, is  still  around  town  . . . Henry  R. 
Danziger’s  son,  Benjamin  Herbert,  will  be 
Bar  Mitzvahed,  November  2,  at  the  Man- 
hattan Beach  Jewish  Center  in  Brooklyn 
. . . H.  M.  Richey  left  over  the  weekend  for 
Pittsburgh  to  attend  the  annual  Variety 
shindig  and  MPTO  of  Western  Pa.  annual 
convention  and  testimonial  to  M.  A.  Rosen- 
berg. Prom  there  he  goes  to  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Milton  Hossfeld,  home  office  booker  for 
national  Theatres,  on  October  2 became 
a father  for  the  second  time.  The  new 
arrival,  named  William  Thomas,  was  eight 
and  a half  pounds  and  has  gained  nicely 
since  he  left  the  hospital  . . . Rick  Rick- 
etson,  divisional  head  for  national  in 
Denver,  plans  to  spend  about  another 
week  on  film  buys  before  headuig  for 
home.  Lon  Cox  of  E.  C.  Rhoden’s  staff 
in  Kansas  City  will  spend  a few  more 
weeks  here  while  Eddie  Alperson  fust  can’t 
make  up  his  mind  when  he’ll  return  to 
Milwaukee  . . . Bob  Lynch,  M-G-M  Qua- 
ker City  district  manager,  was  in  town 
Wednesday  instead  of  Tuesday  this  week 
. . . Harry  Brandt  is  all  smiles  over  the 
business  “Let  George  Do  It,”  imported  by 


his  company,  Film  Alliance,  is  doing  at 
the  Globe. 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck  has  been  bothered 
with  a cold  the  past  few  days.  Now  that 
his  boat  The  Martha  is  out  of  commis- 
sion, the  Loew-M-G-M  chieftain  has  been 
using  The  Pansy  to  ferry  him  to  and  from 
the  office  daily  . . . Joseph  Hilton  Smyth, 
author  of  “To  Nowhere  and  Return,”  has 
had  several  film  bids  since  the  autobi- 
ography hit  the  book  stalls  the  other  day 
. . . Bingo  Brandt  is  doing  a swell  job  in 
drumming  up  funds  for  the  Roosevelt 
campaign  . . . Abe  Schneider  is  back  from 
a trip  to  the  Columbia  studios  . . . Mar- 
vin Schenck  and  his  committee  have  lined 
up  a host  of  stars  of  the  radio,  screen  and 
stage  for  the  annual  “Night  of  Stars” 
event  next  month. 

William  F.  Rodgers  was  due  in  Holly- 
wood on  Sunday  for  a three-week  stay. 
He  plans  to  look  at  a lot  of  new  product 
and  discuss  sales  plans  ivith  studio  execu- 
tives . . . The  civic-minded  Walter  Reades, 
senior  and  junior,  dropping  everything  at 
the  office  to  rush  over  to  Hew  Jersey  to 
register — not  draft — vote  . . . Barney 
Balaban,  Adolph  Zukor,  Heil  F.  Agnew 
and  Charles  Reagan  will  attend  the  Chi- 
cago premiere  of  “Horth  West  Mounted 
Police”  October  24  ...  It  seemed  that  most 
of  Brooklyn — of  course,  that’s  an  exag- 
geration— and  a sizeable  slice  of  Manhat- 
tan crowded  into  the  Manhattan  Beach 
Club  House  Saturday  evening  for  the 
“Thief  of  Bagdad”  costume  ball  arranged 
by  UA.  Lillian  Bond  was  on  hand  to 
award  about  $300  in  prizes  for  the  out- 
standing costumes,  a swell  band  provided 
a good,  but  rather  futile  reason  to  dance 
and  a trailer  of  the  film  was  shown  to 
get  the  attendance  in  the  proper  mood. 

Budd  Rogers,  general  manager  of  Alli- 
ance Films,  is  in  Hollywood  on  business. 
He’ll  stop  off  at  southern  offices  before 
returning  to  his  headquarters  here  . . . 
C.  C.  Pettijohn  returned  to  his  home 
Thursday  after  almost  two  weeks  at  St. 
Agnes  Hospital,  New  Rochelle  . . . Garson 
Kanin  addressed  members  of  Dr.  Thrash- 
er’s film  study  course  at  New  York  Uni- 
versity Thursday  evening  . . . Emanuel 
Silverstone  was  in  Cleveland  and  Buffalo 
to  supervise  exhibitor  screenings  for  “The 
Thief  of  Bagdad”  . . . Jack  Cohn  is  back 
(Continued  on  page  36-B) 


The  Event  Was  Gala 


Easily  one  of  the  outstanding  film  pre- 
mieres of  the  year  was  the  joint  meeting 
at  the  Astor  and  Capitol  of  “The  Great 
Dictator.”  The  facing  page  conveys  an 
idea  of  who  was  there.  Starting  in  the 
first  column  and  heading  toward  the  bot- 
tom, not  across,  the  page  it’s  like  this: 
Charles  Chaplin  and  Paulette  Goddard, 
Barney  and  Mrs.  Balaban,  Spyros  and 
Mrs.  Skouras,  Mrs.  Leo  Spitz  and  Mrs. 
Hate  J.  Blumberg,  William  F.  Rodgers  and 
John  J.  O’Connor,  Gradwell  L.  Sears.  In 
the  second  column:  David  O.  and  Mrs. 
Selznick,  Harry  M.  and  Mrs.  Warner, 
Adolph  and  Mrs.  Zukor,  Herbert  J.  Yates 
and  Mae  Clarke,  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Sam 
Dembow  jr.  In  the  third:  Hicholas  M.  and 
Mrs.  Schenck,  Albert  and  Mrs.  Warner, 
Murray  and  Mrs.  Silverstone,  Leonard  and 
Mrs.  Goldenson,  Jack  Oakie  and  Joseph  R. 
Vogel. 

A review  of  the  film  starts  on 
page  10. 

Boildown  of  New  York  critical  com- 
ment on  page  25. 

Text  of  the  controversial  democracy 
speech  delivered  by  Chaplin  in  the 
film,  the  same  page. 
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— PJiotos  by  Cosmo-yileo  and  Metropolitan 


RKO  Stands  by  Guns 
On  Willkie  Release 


New  York — A calm,  dignified,  but  de- 
cisive, silence  has  descended  on  those 
RKO  sources  who  usually  speak  out  when 
influential  newspapers  want  questions 
answered. 

The  question  in  this  instance,  however, 
has  nothing  to  do  with  objective  publicity. 
In  fact,  it  is  closer  to  negative  publicity. 
It  is  being  asked  by  the  World-Telegram, 
a supporter  of  Wendell  Willkie  for  presi- 
dent. And  it  has  to  do  with  why  RKO 
has  not  permitted  the  release  of  the  sec- 
ond “Information  Please’’  subject,  in  which 
Willkie  appears,  to  go  into  release  as  per 
schedule  on  October  4. 

The  newspaper  devotes  quite  a bit  of 
front  page  space  to  the  topic,  “revealing” 
how  “New  Deal  pressure,  including  a call 
from  the  White  House,  caused  RKO  to 
suppress”  the  reel.  The  story  goes  on  to 
relate  that  Edward  J.  Flynn,  President 
Roosevelt’s  campaign  manager,  “presum- 
ably” telephoned  George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO 
president,  to  protest  release  of  the  film 
until  after  the  election.  This  was  followed 
by  “another  telephone  call  to  RKO  from 
Frank  C.  Walker,  postmaster  general,”  and 
former  president  of  the  Comerford  Cir- 
cuit. 

The  story  adds  “this  call  was  followed 
by  still  a third,  this  time  from  the  White 
House,  from  a man  who  said  he  was  a 
White  House  secretary.  In  view  of  the 
above  disclosures,”  the  article  continues, 
“the  World-Telegram  sought  out  top  RKO 
officials.  They  declined  to  discuss  in- 
creasing reports  of  New  Deal  pressure 
brought  to  suppress  the  film. 

“It  seems  Schaefer,  on  August  14,  had 
stated:  ‘We  have  no  right,  and  we  do 
not  want  to  use  the  screens  of  America 
to  show  any  picture  at  this  time  that 
would  advocate  or  further  the  cause  of 
either  candidate,  whether  Willkie  or 
Roosevelt.  Any  acceleration  of  release  of 
the  second  subject  might  be  construed  as 
political  propaganda.’  ” 

This  is  the  statement  to  which  the  “top 
RKO  officials”  referred  the  World-Tele- 
gram. It  is  the  same  statement  to  which 
they  refer  Boxoffice.  Except  a brief 
amendment  by  Barret  McCormick,  to- wit: 
“No  further  statement  on  the  subject.” 


Warner  Theatre  Division 
Post  for  Sam  E,  Morris 

New  York — Sam  E.  Morris,  former 
vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign  distri- 
bution, returns  to  Warner,  this  time  in  the 
theatre  division  under  Joseph  Bernhard, 
general  manager  of  the  Warner  Bros.  Cir- 
cuit Management  Corp. 

Morris  had  been  inactive  since  he  with- 
drew from  his  former  post. 

MPTO  Membership  Corp. 
Formed  in  New  York 

Albany — MPTO  of  New  York  state  has 
been  formed  as  a membership  corporation. 
Attorney  Sidney  B.  Pfeifer,  Buffalo,  filed 
papers  with  secretary  of  state. 


Amity  Conference 

New  York — The  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews  will  hold  a dinner  for 
Basil  O’Connor  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  Octo- 
ber 28,  at  which  important  film  men  are 
expected.  The  hosts  for  the  occasion  will 
be  J.  Robert  Rubin,  Jack  Cohn  and  Martin 
Quigley. 


A Big  Sunday  Show 
Vote  Due  Nov.  5 


Philadelphia — About  20  per  cent  of  the 
population  of  Pennsylvania,  or  1,626,000 
persons,  wiU  vote  on  Sunday  shows  No- 
vember 5,  the  first  complete  pre-election 
survey  shows. 

Forty-three  municipalities  will  vote  on 
a petition  to  discontinue  Sunday  shows, 
which  were  legalized  in  those  communi- 
ties in  1935.  Ninety-eight  others  will  vote 
on  whether  to  institute  Sunday  movies. 
In  the  latter  communities,  Sunday  shows 
were  voted  down  in  1935. 

Twenty-one  of  the  state’s  46  third-class 
cities  will  be  voting,  110  boroughs  and  10 
townships.  Referenda  on  the  question  are 
permitted  no  more  than  once  in  five  years. 

The  three  largest  cities,  Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh  and  Scranton,  where  Sunday 
shows  were  approved  two  to  one  in  1935, 
won’t  vote  on  the  question,  because  the 
Blue  Law  forces  decided  not  to  risk  a bat- 
tle in  a Presidential  year. 

Of  the  third  class  cities  voting,  only 
three — Dubois,  Lock  Haven  and  Easton — 
approved  Sunday  shows  five  years  ago. 
Most  populous  cities  voting  will  be  Read- 
ing, with  111,171  people,  and  Allentown, 
with  92,563.  Largest  borough  is  Wilkins- 
burg,  with  29,539,  and  the  largest  town- 
ship is  Harrison,  with  12,387. 

Other  third-class  cities  that  don’t  have 
the  shows  but  will  vote  on  legalizing  them 
are  New  Castle,  Beaver  Falls,  Altoona, 
Butler,  Johnstown,  Clearfield,  Harrisburg, 
Connellsville,  Lancaster,  Lebanon,  Hazle- 
ton, Williamsport,  Bethlehem  and  Sun- 
bury. 


To  Vote  on  Sunday  Shows 

Albany — Sunday  shows  are  still  a live 
issue  in  Rensselaer.  Latest  action  of  the 
Common  Council,  which  first  passed  and 
then  withdrew  an  okay  ordinance,  is  to 
vote  unanimously  for  a referendum.  Voters 
will  say  “yes”  or  “no”  at  the  general 
election  in  November. 

Transfer  Dudley  Peck  to 
Metro  Exchange  Post 

New  York — Dudley  Peck,  formerly  of- 
fice manager  for  the  local  M-G-M  ex- 
change until  he  was  shifted  to  a home  of- 
fice spot,  has  been  transferred  back  to  the 
exchange  in  his  old  post.  Harold  Gold- 
raben,  who  has  been  office  manager,  re- 
turns to  the  home  office. 

More  Benefits  for  RKO 
Service  Men  Assured 

New  York — RKO  directors  have  decided 
to  give  four  weeks  salary  to  their  con- 
scriptees  or  volunteers,  and  to  arrange 
continuance  of  their  group  insurance 
policies.  Re-employment  is  assured  under 
a policy  adopted  some  time  ago. 


Lawrence  to  England 

New  York — Ludwig  Lawrence,  general 
manager  of  M-G-M  operations  in  Europe, 
leaves  by  Clipper  Monday  to  Lisbon  for 
England  and  other  foreign  countries  for 
which  he  has  visas  and  passports.  His  wife 
and  son  “Dinky”  are  remaining  in  Amer- 
ica. Lawrence’s  trip  will  be  indefinite. 


Levey  to  Make  "Butch" 

New  York — Jules  Levey’s  second  for 
Universal  will  be  “Butch  Minds  a Baby” 
with  Wallace  Beery  starred  in  a story  now 
being  completed  by  Damon  Runyon.  The 
newspaper  columnist  and  writer  is  also 
working  on  a second  yarn  for  Levey. 


Up  in  the  Air  for 
Two-Reeler  Debut 


New  York — Midweek,  midafternoon  ad- 
venture, entertainment,  sightseeing,  gour- 
mandizing  and  a look  in  on  the  habitation 
of  the  men  who  fly  the  Navy’s  airplanes, 
all  within  sight  of  downtown  New  York, 
contributed  to  the  manner  in  which 
M-G-M  screened  a two-reel  short  called 
“Eyes  of  the  Navy,”  during  the  week. 

Five  newspapermen  boarded  an  open 
boat,  a double-ended  job  from  the  Sandy 
Hook  coast  guard  station,  and  ventured 
forth  into  the  whitecapped  Upper  Bay  for 
two  miles  and  boarded  a navy  airplane — 
a Grumman  amphibian.  Mentlik  of  The 
Exhibitor  shipped  a coatful  of  water.  Wile 
of  Showmen’s  Trade  Review  fared  likewise. 
This  reporter  made  the  transfer  dry.  Once 
aboard  the  lugger  the  parts  took  off  and 
circled  at  1,900  feet  until  another  craft 
joined  whereupon  both  proceeded  over 
Coney  Island  and  Jamaica  Bay  to  Floyd 
Bennett  Field  and  lunch,  and  partying, 
and  the  screening,  as  Pete  Smith  might 
put  it. 

Consensus  of  opinion  from  those  present 
showed  that  it  was  quite  the  best  way  to 
show  a film.  The  navy  sets  an  excellent 
table.  The  uniformed  personnel  was 
charming.  After  the  screening  of  “Eyes 
of  the  Navy”  the  commander  inquired  if 
there  was  anyone  present  who  would  like 
to  motor  back  to  town  instead  of  flying. 
However,  he  added,  storm  warnings  were 
out  from  Norfolk  to  Maine.  The  group 
went  back  to  Times  Square  in  navy  cars. 

Produced  with  the  evident  wholehearted 
cooperation  of  the  air  division  of  the  navy, 
the  film  shows  student  flyers  at  their 
various  studies.  They  perform  aerobatics 
with  bomb  targets,  fire  pistols  and  ma- 
chine guns.  Additionally,  it  tells  of  the 
high  standards  of  acceptance  in  student 
enrollment  and  of  the  esprit  de  corps 
which  prevails. 


Reeve,  Resigned,  Finishes 
Current  Assignments 

New  York — Arch  Reeve,  for  six  years 
advertising  manager  of  20th  Century-Fox, 
has  resigned,  but  has  agreed  to  stay  on 
until  current  assignments  are  completed. 
Thereafter  he  will  return  to  Hollywood, 
his  home. 

Prior  to  assuming  his  present  post,  he 
was  studio  publicity  manager  for  Para- 
mount and  later  with  the  20th  Century- 
Fox  studio. 


No  Majors  Served  Yet  in 
New  Orange  Trust  Suit 

New  York — Up  until  early  in  the  week, 
none  of  the  major  defendants  in  the  new- 
ly-filed Orange  Theatre  Corp.  anti-trust 
action  in  Newark  was  served  with  papers. 
The  suit  seeks  $450,000  damages  charging 
violation  of  the  Sherman  Act  in  allegedly 
depriving  the  plaintiff  of  product. 


Columbia  Titles  Series 

New  York — Columbia’s  first  release  of 
a new  series  of  shorts  under  the  title 
“Columbia  Quiz  Reels”  will  be  known  as 
“Take  It  or  Leave  It,”  based  on  the  CBS 
program  of  the  same  name.  It  will  star 
Bob  Hawk,  who  originated  the  air  show. 
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Over- Assessment  of 
$2,602,500  Claimed 

New  York — Court  news  of  the  week  was 
featured  by  a claim  by  Warner  that  it  was 
over-assessed  $2,602,500  on  four  pieces  of 
property  owned  by  it  in  New  York. 

The  company  filed  suit  in  the  supreme 
court  claiming  the  New  York  city  tax  com- 
mission assessed  its  property  for  1940  at 
$6,321,500  while  the  actual  value  was  $3,- 
719,000.  Property  under  dispute  is  the 
Warner  warehouse,  assessed  at  $1,026,500; 
the  Hollywood  Theatre  assessed  at  $1,125,- 
000,  the  Warner  Theatre  at  $750,000  and 
the  Strand  at  $3,420,000. 

Intrastate  Theatres  Corp.  also  filed  a 
claim  at  the  same  time  as  Warner,  asking 
a reduction  from  an  assessment  of  $1,385,- 
000  to  $1,035,000. 

Max  Weingarten  and  Michael  M.  Wyn- 
gate,  Inc.,  have  filed  a $100,000  supreme 
court  action  against  Eureka  Productions, 
Samuel  A.  Cummins,  Jacques  A.  Koerpel, 
and  Rose  Chatkin  claiming  the  illegal  re- 
tention of  “Ecstasy”  after  the  defendants’ 
five-year  distribution  period  was  up. 
Plaintiffs  claim  to  own  the  rights  for  the 
next  five  years. 

Katherine  Moog,  who  is  suing  Warner 
for  $75,000  on  an  alleged  libel  over  “Con- 
fessions of  a Nazi  Spy,”  filed  her  inten- 
tions of  examining  Lya  Lys  in  California 
before  trial.  Pre-trial  in  the  federal  court 
is  set  for  October  25.  The  plaintiff  claims 
the  part  played  by  the  actress  in  the  film 
was  meant  to  portray  her. 

Billion-Dollar  Suit  Under  Way 

John  Joseph  Davilla’s  $1,000,000,000  ac- 
tion against  Warner,  NBC,  CBS,  Station 
WOR,  and  the  balance  of  the  music  world 
got  under  way  in  the  federal  court  before 
Judge  Samuel  Mandelbaum.  Action  claims 
plagiarism  of  the  plaintiff’s  song,  “If  I 
Were  a Spider  and  You  Were  My  Fly”  in 
“The  Desert  Song.”  Damages  of  $250  are 
asked  for  each  playing  and  record  issued. 

J.  Webster  Manning  is  appealing  to  the 
circuit  court  of  appeals  in  New  York  from 
a decision  dismissing  his  $270,000,000 
stockholder  suit  against  RCA,  Westing- 
house  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Co.,  and 
General  Electric.  A loss  of  $10,000,000 
through  investments  by  RCA  in  RKO  is 
among  the  charges. 

Examination  before  trial  of  Eric  Haight, 
president  of  Films,  Inc.,  has  been  set  for 
October  21  in  the  supreme  court  in  con- 
nection with  a $25,000  action  by  Howard 
H.  Hill  against  the  company.  Action 
claims  the  defendants  failed  to  go  through 
with  an  agreement  whereby  it  was  to  have 
employed  the  plaintiff  as  its  sole  Cali- 
fornia distributor. 

Hal  A.  Porter  has  filed  a $12,500  su- 
preme court  suit  against  Du  Art  Film 
Laboratories,  Inc.,  claiming  failure  to  re- 
turn a print  of  a two  reeler  stored  there 
in  1937.  Du  Art  claims  it  was  not  re- 
sponsible for  any  loss  and  that  it  returned 
the  print. 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Julius  Miller  has 
upheld  the  suit  of  Harry  Silverstein 
against  French  Cinema  Center,  French 
Film  Import  Co.,  Andre  and  Garry  Hey- 
mann  in  refusing  to  dismiss  the  com- 
plaint. Action  seeks  the  appointment  of 
a receiver  for  French  Cinema,  with  the 
plaintiff,  a stockholder,  claiming  misman- 
agement. 

Booth  Tarkington- Warner 
Pre-Trial  Due  Oct.  25 

New  York — ^Pre-trial  of  Booth  Tarking- 
ton’s  $100,000  suit  against  Warner  has 
been  set  for  October  25  by  Federal  Judge 
John  C.  Knox.  Action  claims  Warner 


— Metropolitan  I’hotos 

Director  and  Producer  Partied — 

Because  “They  Knew  What  They  Wanted”  was  playing  at  the  Music  Hall 
and  because  Garson  Kanin,  its  director,  and  Erich  Pommer,  its  producer, 
were  in  town,  RKO  decided  on  a cocktail  party  for  the  dual  occasion. 
It  was  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  and  among  those  present  were,  above, 
E.  L.  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president;  below,  Pommer,  Ned  E.  Depinet  and 
Kanin.  The  quartet  is  composed  of  Kanin  once  more,  Thomas  P.  Durrell, 
Gordon  E.  Youngman  and  W.  J.  Merrill  of  RKO. 


made  a film,  “Penrod  and  His  Twin 
Brother”  not  based  on  any  story  of  his. 
The  defendant  asserts  in  a counter  action 
that  Tarkington  sold  it  stories  which  were 
in  the  public  domain. 

Earle  W.  Hammons’  defense  in  a $31,- 
000  suit  by  the  Federation  Bank  and  Trust 
Co.  of  New  York,  was  dismissed  in  the  su- 
preme court  by  Justice  Julius  Miller  who 
ordered  the  former  film  executive  to  file 
new  answers  within  10  days.  Action  is 
based  on  alleged  failure  to  pay  loans. 


Report  Sparks,  RKO  in 
A 3-Year  Product  Deal 


Jacksonville — Frank  Rodgers,  general 
manager  of  the  Sparks  circuit,  is  under- 
stood to  have  closed  a three-year  deal 
with  RKO.  It  is  stated  the  arrangement, 
which  covers  more  than  100  Florida 
houses,  is  completed  except  for  signa- 
tures, which  are  being  held  up  awaiting 
the  signing  by  the  “Big  5”  and  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  consent  decree. 
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(Continued  from  page  34) 
from  a trip  to  the  studios  . . . Jean  Clark, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  D.  Clark,  who 
was  general  sales  manager  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, and  Christian  Heidt  of  the 
company’s  home  office  print  department, 
were  married  on  Friday. 

Godfrey  Bergman  sails  November  8 
to  take  over  management  of  a new  1,200- 
seat  ilieaire  in  Willemstad,  Curacao,  Dutch 
West  Indies,  which  is  owned  by  Mensing 
& Co.  . . . Marion  Heller  Kohn  and  Mrs. 
Kohn  and  the  Mark  Hellingers  are  here 
from  California  via  Havana  on  the  Man- 
hattan. Kohn  was  formerly  with  Colum- 
bia . . . John  Farmer  of  George  J.  Schae- 
fer’s staff  at  RKO  has  been  chosen  chair- 
man of  the  company’s  bowling  committee 
. . . Other  members  include  James  Clark 
and  Lou  Gaudreau  . . . James  Roosevelt 
and  Fred  Mills  will  hold  a press  demon- 
stration of  “Soundies”  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  October  21  . . . Max  Westebbe  of 
RKO’s  Holland  office  in  town  . . . Ditto 
Joe  Fenner  . . . Ben  Kalmenson  is  back 
at  the  Warner  home  office  after  four 
weeks  in  the  field. 

Leo  Justin  is  a daddy  a second  time. 
He  missed  the  opening  of  “The  Great 
Dictator”  Tuesday  night  because  of  the 
impending  event.  And  to  make  sure  he 
could  locate  his  doctor  at  the  right  time, 
Leo  gave  him  the  ducats.  Which  might  be 
a lesson  to  all  impending  fathers  . . . Jack 
Connolly,  still  on  the  coast,  has  sliced 
off  11  pounds  in  the  past  few  weeks  . . . 
Moe  Kurtz,  local  20th-Fox  salesman,  has 
quit  smoking  cigars,  just  like  that.  Says 
the  habit  was  so  bad  he  was  eating  the 
weed  . . . Bob  Rubin  tried  like  the  devil 
to  see  advance  films  of  the  Tulane- 
Fordam  game,  but  the  newsreel  houses 
held  out  until  the  regular  changeovers 
much  to  the  M-G-M  general  counsel’s  dis- 


''Collateral''  Accord 
Conference  Aim 


New  York — Both  the  “Big  Five”  and  the 
government  “are  still  trying  to  reach  an 
agreement  on  collateral  matters”  on  the 
consent  decree,  J.  Stephen  Doyle,  assist- 
ant to  the  attorney  general,  informed 
Federal  Judge  Henry  Warren  Goddard  on 
October  15  when  another  week’s  adjourn- 
ment of  the  all-industry  suit  was  granted. 

Judge  Goddard  stated  he  understood  “all 
interests  have  been  working  diligently”  on 
the  decree.  Doyle  added  department  of 
justice  and  defense  representatives  have 
been  conferring  regularly  in  New  York  and 
Washington  and  that  he  hoped  by  next 
Tuesday  the  decree  would  be  whipped  into 
final  shape. 

The  court  indicated  it  was  satisfied  with 
the  progress  being  made.  After  the  two- 
minute  session,  Doyle  was  asked  to  elabo- 
rate on  the  “collateral”  statement,  but 
declined. 

In  other  quarters,  the  statement  was 
taken  to  mean  both  sides  were  in  agree- 
ment on  the  main  issues,  but  had  yet  to 
work  out  on  paper  how  certain  provisions 
would  be  made  operative. 

Meanwhile,  attorneys  for  the  “Big  Five” 
hold  they  are  finishing  up  as  rapidly  as 
possible  on  the  remaining  work  to  be  done 
on  the  decree. 

Jacob  Schechter,  counsel  for  Max  A. 
Cohen,  head  of  Allied  of  New  York,  ap- 
peared in  court  but  did  not  make  any 


appointment  . . . Harry  Egert  leaves  next 
week  on  a survey  of  New  England  for 
National  Screen  Accessories  . . . Lee  New- 
bury, president  of  Allied  of  N.  J.,  held  a 
meeting  of  his  unit  at  the  Astor  Tues- 
day, but  nothing  happened.  It  was  on 
post-convention  matters. 

Arthur  Menken,  Paramount  News  cam- 
eraman whose  Norwegian  war  footage  is 
part  of  “World  in  Flames,’’  interesting  doc- 
umentary of  historical  highlights  of  the 
last  decade,  was  host  at  a newsreel  party 
Thursday  at  which  the  “Vox  Pop”  air 
show  was  broadcast.  Menken  recently  won 
the  Headliners’  Club  award  for  best  for- 
eign newsreel  coverage  of  the  year  for  his 
clips  on  the  evacuation  of  Namsos  by  Brit- 
ish and  French  forces.  Cameramen  of  the 
other  four  reels  were  among  those  present 
. . . RCA  men  at  the  SMPE  convention  in 
Hollywood  included  Eugene  W.  Ritter, 
Ralph  W.  Austrian,  Dr.  V.  K.  Zworykin, 
Dr.  E.  W.  Kellogg,  G.  L.  Dimmich  and 
Julius  Haber. 

Travel  log  around  RKO:  Charles  Laugh- 
ton spent  three  days  here  during  the  week 
before  resuming  a personal  appearance  tour 
with  “They  Knew  What  They  Wanted.” 
His  itinerary  embraces  Philadelphia,  Wash- 
ington, Pittsburgh,  Kansas  City,  Oklahoma 
City  and  St.  Louis.  Alberto  Vila,  described 
as  an  Argentinian  “find,”  disembarked 
from  the  Uruguay  Monday  and  goes  west 
for  a debut  in  “They  Met  in  Argentina.” 
Michele  Morgan,  Pi’ench  player,  arrived 
Wednesday  on  the  Clipper  from  Lisbon. 
While  she  has  no  assignment  as  yet,  she 
probably  will  be  remembered  for  roles  in 
“Orage”  and  "Port  of  Shadows.”  Garson 
Kanin,  the  director,  went  off  to  Boston 
and  thereafter  to  Hollywood.  Ditto  on  Erich 
Pommer,  producer,  to  get  going  on  his  next 
“Two  on  an  Island.” 


Plans  to  Combat  Film  Ban 
With  Special  Showings 

New  York — In  order  to  arouse  public 
sentiment  against  the  banning  of  “Have 
You  Nothing  to  Declare”  by  the  motion 
picture  division  of  the  state  education  de- 
partment. Joseph  Green,  head  of  Foreign 
Films,  plans  to  stage  a number  of  per- 
formances for  the  French  film  before  in- 
vited audiences. 

Green  will  also  appeal  to  the  board  of 
regents,  and,  if  necessary,  fight  the  ruling 
in  the  courts.  He  claims  the  film  has  been 
shown  in  most  European  countries  and 
was  never  considered  offensive.  The  dis- 
tributor was  told  the  film  was  rejected  be- 
cause it  is  indecent,  immoral  and  would 
tend  to  corrupt  public  morals  within  the 
meaning  of  Section  1082  of  the  Education 
Law. 


Alcock  Transierred 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — John  F.  Alcock, 
manager  of  the  Opera  House,  Ashland, 
Ohio,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Rialto, 
East  Rochester,  replacing  William  C.  Brim- 
mer, resigned.  Both  are  Schine  opera- 
tions. 


comment.  He  informed  Boxoffice  later 
he  had  been  advised  of  the  postponement 
in  advance,  but  wanted  to  be  on  hand  to 
know  the  date,  which  is  October  22. 

Some  sources  say  it  will  be  “a  miracle” 
if  the  completed  decree  is  ready  by  that 
date. 


Para't-WB  Accord 
In  Philadelphia 

New  York — Harmony  once  more  reigns 
between  Paramount  and  the  Warner 
Philadelphia  circuit.  The  distributor, 
long  complaining  its  product  had  been 
“kicked  around,"  had  threatened  to 
terminate  the  service  and  sell  away  from 
the  chain.  This  action  would  have 
created,  for  one  season  at  least,  a series 
of  competitive  first  runs.  Better  and 
faster  playing  time  is  understood  to  be 
part  of  the  settlement. 

Brandt  Details  Stand 
Against  the  Decree 

New  York — Highlights  of  comment  by 
Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the  ITOA, 
which  follows  was  provoked  by  Abram  F. 
Myers,  Allied  counsel,  in  a statement  to 
the  press  asking  that  Brandt  declare  him- 
self on  several  points  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
posed consent  decree.  The  ITOA  leader 
supplements  his  answer  to  Myers  with  the 
assertion  his  organization  will  present  the 
same  set  of  suggestions  and  recommenda- 
tions to  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  and, 
failing  successful  intervention,  will  “seek 
to  initiate  the  proper  type  of  legislation, 
not  only  to  eliminate  the  evils  of  the  con- 
sent decree,  but  other  industry  evils.” 
Brandt  promises  this  will  not  be  “crack- 
pot” legislation  on  “the  order  of  the  Neely 
bill.”  He  says,  in  part: 

“Speaking  for  myself  at  this  particular  mo- 
ment. the  theatre  owners  who  buy  their  film 
through  my  office  do  so  as  a measure  of  protec- 
tion— for  individually  most  of  them  would  be  out 
of  business  if  they  did  not  have  the  opportunity 
of  buying  en  masse.  If  the  blocks  of  five  is  ac- 
cepted, they  will  need  more  protection  and,  if  I 
can  give  them  that  protection,  I am  going  to  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  do  so. 

“So  far  as  the  other  provisions  of  the  consent 
decree  are  concerned,  Mr.  Arnold  and  members  of 
his  department  have  been  in  receipt  of  the  ITOA’s 
criticism  for  some  time  and  only  at  Mr.  Arnold’s 
request  have  we  never  made  them  public.  Since, 
however,  Mr.  Arnold  has  seen  fit  to  disregard 
every  suggestion  made  by  exhibitors,  we  feel  that 
we  are  now  at  liberty  to  release  our  stand.  In 
doing  so,  we  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Myers  why  he 
doesn’t  query  the  units  of  Allied  all  over  the 
country  on  why  they  object  to  the  consent  decree 
— wliich,  in  practically  every  case,  they  do.  If 
arbitration  clauses  as  written  are  accepted  and 
the  blocks  of  five  eliminated,  then  independent 
exhibitors  would  be  able  to  stand  on  their  own 
feet  and  combines  would  not  be  needed. 

“Forcing  Shorts — I merely  suggest  the  language 
be  made  more  inclusive  to  declare  that  by  no 
subterfuge,  device  or  system,  nor  by  any  scheme 
of  tying  in,  should  the  purchase  of  features  be 
conditioned  upon  the  purchase  of  shorts. 

“Cancellation  for  Cause — ...  a provision  per- 
mitting an  exhibitor  to  cancel  a picture  on  moral 
grounds  not  later  than  seven  days  after  a con- 
tract has  been  executed  is  valueless  ...  It  is  clear 
availability  should  be  the  dividing  line. 

“Arbitration  of  Clearance  Disputes — This  provi- 
sion should  clearly  empower  the  board  to  elimin- 
ate all  clearance  and  permit  competing  theatres  to 
play  day  and  date  ...  A simple  statement  that 
all  clearance  may  be  eliminated  by  the  board  will 
adequately  state  the  board’s  power. 

“Remedy  for  Discrimination  Against  Independ- 
entl.v-Operated  Theatres — Preliminarily,  I wish  to 
state  that,  instead  of  the  involved  language  of  the 
section,  there  should  be  a clear,  simple  statement 
that  any  exhibitor  has  the  right  to  demand  a bet- 
ter run  and  to  submit  the  matter  to  arbitration 
. . . the  decree  should  set  forth  by  name  those  ex- 
hibitors who  are  deemed  affiliated  exhibitors, 
either  by  reason  of  direct  or  indirect  affiliation 
with  a distributor  or  producer  or  because  the 
power  of  such  exhibitor  for  whatever  reason  places 
him  in  a favorable  position.  Any  exhibitor  who 
wishes  to  contest  the  designation  as  an  affiliated 
exhibitor  may  resort  to  arbitration  when  neces- 
sary . . . The  artificial  designation  of  an  affiliated 
circuit  as  one  which  has  more  than  15  theatres  is 
unwarranted  . . . Conversely,  there  are  groups  of 
less  than  15  theatres  which  are  affiliated.” 
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Brandt  to  Book  and  Buy 
For  Five  More  Houses 


New  York — ^The  Brandt  circuit  has 
taken  over  booking  and  buying  for  Morris 
Kutisker’s  Beacon  in  Queens,  in  addition 
to  a similar  deal  with  John  C.  Bolte  for 
the  Wakefield.  Burke  and  Laconia,  in  the 
Bronx,  and  the  Kimball,  Yonkers. 

Other  local  changes  include  the  full- 
time operation  of  the  Windsor  on  Grand 
Street  and  the  reopening  of  the  New 
Singer  and  Jefferson  in  Brooklyn.  Walter 
Reade  has  closed  the  Paramount,  Asbury 
Park,  after  a summer  operation. 


OATURDAY,  October  12,  saw  the  opening 

of  the  Kleinhans  Music  Hall  under  the 
management  of  Winifred  Cory.  Besides  be- 
ing open  for  public  rentals,  this  $1,300,000 
edifice  is  the  new  headquarters  for  the 
Buffalo  Philharmonic  Orchestra  which 
gave  its  opening  concert  of  the  new  sea- 
son Saturday  night.  Among  the  first- 
nighters  were  Lee  Gross  of  Bob  Murphy’s 
office  in  Shea’s  Buffalo,  and  Ardis  Smith 
of  the  Buffalo  Evening  News.  The  next 
concert  is  penciled  in  for  November  7 
. . . Buffalo’s  new  convention  hall,  which 
cost  approximately  $2,700,000,  was  host  to 
Wendell  Willkie  on  the  following  Tuesday 
. . . Noted  on  the  board  of  the  hall  is  Bert 
Ryde  of  the  operators’  union. 

Another  occasion  which  will  be  remem- 
bered, will  be  RKO  Night  at  the  Variety 
Club,  also  on  Columbus  Day.  Elmer  Lux, 
branch  manager,  was  the  ticket  seller. 
Among  those  who  attended  were  Bob 
Murphy,  Chief  Barker;  Nick  Basil  of  the 
Basil  Bros,  combine;  Jack  Jacobs;  George 
Rosing,  Roosevelt  manager;  Phil  Fox  and 
Syd  Samson.  Adding  to  the  jovialty  was 
Syd  Lehman.  Jimmy  O’Shea  and  party 
were  late  arrivals  but  didn’t  remain  long 
. . . William  Dipson  jr.,  son  of  William 
Dipson  of  the  Dipson-Basil  combine,  was 
recruited  into  the  U . S.  Army  on  the  stage 
of  the  20th  Century.  After  the  ceremony, 
he  was  a guest  of  honor  at  a dinner  given 
by  local  theatre  men.  Norb  Scheu  of  the 
same  theatre  just  returned  from  a short 
honeymoon  . . . Local  film  members  at- 
tended a luncheon  at  the  openmg  of  the 
convention  hall  . . . Alice  McCarthy  of  the 
Shea  office  staff  is  back  at  her  desk  after 
an  appendectomy. 

Who  is  going  to  win  the  barrel  of  brew 
Friday  night.  Shea’s  Buffalo  or  the  Seneca 
bowling  team?  . . . George  Maurer  of  the 
Buffalo  rolled  his  all-time  high  of  213 
after  three  years  of  trying,  to  help  the 
team  take  three  straight  from  Eddie  Mil- 
ler’s Lackawanna  outfit  . . . The  Shea 
Service  Employes  Benevolent  Ass’n,  under 
the  leadership  of  Martin  Murrett,  Shea’s 
Kenmore,  is  planning  a dance  to  be  held 
in  November  . . . Many  ushers  in  Buffalo 
are  being  affected  by  the  draft  registra- 
tions . . . Marion  Gueth,  MPTO  secre- 
tary, is  receiving  press  notices  on  the  re- 
cent meetings  held  in  Syracuse  and  Al- 
bany. Marion  brought  back  many  good 
reports  from  the  various  cities  . . . George 
A.  Mason  is  readying  the  Great  Lakes  for 
Buffalo  premiere  of  “The  Great  Dictator.” 

Wally  Leffler  of  the  Bellevue  in  Niagara 
Falls  tells  us  they  had  Niagara  University 
night  at  that  showhouse,  and  did  very 
good  . . . Shea’s  Buffalo  honored  Canisius 
College  and  the  University  of  Buffalo  in 
conjunction  with  the  showing  of  “Knute 
Roekne — All  American.”  Mayor  Thomas 
L.  Moiling  proclaimed  Knute  Roekne  Week 
here  during  the  showing  . . . Ruth  Weyd- 
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r^HAPLIN’S  “The  Great  Dictator”  will 
say  “heil-o”  to  Philadelphia  Wednes- 
day night  at  the  Aldine.  Policy  will  be 
$1.14  for  reserved  seats  at  the  premiere, 
and  thereafter  75  cents  to  6 p.  m.,  $1.14 
afterwards  . . . UA’s  Harry  Bodkin  went  to 
New  York  for  the  opening  there,  rubbed 
respectful  elbows  with  Charlie  Chaplin  . . . 
Charles  Laughton  came  to  town  for  per- 
sonal appearances  at  the  Boyd  with  show- 
ing of  “They  Knew  What  They  Wanted” 

. . . Big  lights  and  celebrities  are  promised 
for  the  opening  of  the  new  Vernon, 
October  25. 

We  don’t  know  if  Columbia  can  cash  in 
on  this,  but  Francis  R.  Smith,  who’s  run- 
ning for  Congress  in  Northeast  Philadel- 
phia, is  distributing  posters  reading,  “Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington”  . . . Nick 
Lacas’  Douglass  is  open  only  three  days  a 
week  now  . . . “Spring  Parade”  and  Prem- 
ium Promotion  Syndicate’s  new  game  are 
scheduled  for  a Sunday  showing  at  the 
Variety  Club  . . . John  Schaeffer  is 
handling  distribution  of  Select  Pictures  in 
this  territory. 

Kay  Milner,  Oscar  Neufeld’s  pretty  lit- 
tle secretary,  is  doing  some  volunteer 
political  work  up  in  the  wild  and  woolly 
35th  ward.  She’s  also  doing  occasional 
chores  at  City  Democratic  Headquarters, 
and  the  other  day  took  dictation  on  an  ad- 
dress by  City  Chairman  John  B.  Kelly  . . . 
Joe  Leon,  Universal,  has  that  eager  and 
impatient  appearance,  because  a certain 
lady  friend  took  a home-bound  boat  from 
Rio  on  Wednesday  . . .Joe  Murdock,  Stan- 
ley, Camden,  tied  up  with  Courier-Post  in 
a coloring  contest  for  “Boom  Town.”  Inci- 
dentally, the  show  displaced  vaudeville  at 
the  theatre  only  a week  after  the  flesh 
policy  was  introduced  following  a nine- 
month  layoff  because  of  the  musicians’ 
dispute. 

Mort  Magill,  UA’s  fashion  plate,  missed 
the  draft  by  six  days.  He  was  36  October 
10  . . . Matty  Presby,  Paramount,  missed  it 
by  tivo  months  . . . Moe  Verbin,  Record, 
announced  he  would  refuse  to  sign  up  be- 
cause the  names  of  conscripts  would  be 
chosen  by  a yiational  lottery,  “and  I don’t 
want  to  have  anything  to  do  with  anythmg 
as  illegal  as  lotteries”  . . . Ben  Glatz, 
Metro  projectionist,  hurried  off  for  a 
glimpse  of  the  World’s  Fair  before  it  gets 
stowed  away  in  history  . . . Maxwell  Gillis, 
Republic,  went  off  to  Scanton  on  busi- 
ness. 

Perry  Lessy  is  cooperating  with  the  Ger- 
mantown Businessmen’s  Ass’n  in  a beauty 
contest  at  his  Diamond  Theatre.  Finals  are 


man  of  the  Lafayette  still  insists  the  K is 
silent  in  the  proiiunciation  of  Knute  . . . 
Charlie  Taylor  and  Shea  publicity  staff 
led  the  country  in  exploitation  of  M-G-M’s 
“Boom  Town,”  receiving  honorable  men- 
tion. There  were  no  prizes  awarded  . . . 
Saturday,  October  26,  is  Warner  Night  at 
the  aforementioned  Variety  Club.  It  will 
be  a masquerade  because  of  the  near- 
ness of  Hallowe’en. 

Theatres  in  town  are  feeling  the  effects 
of  the  present  recovery  of  business  and 
are  having  a hard  time  trying  to  keep  a 
supply  of  ushers  to  fill  the  vacancies  . . . 
Bob  Doming,  Shea’s  Elmwood  manager, 
springing  more  of  his  jokes.  Some  of 
them  are  corkers  . . . George  Thompson, 
Buffalo  doorman,  having  a hard  time 
keeping  track  of  the  girl  friend  at  the 
Friday  night  bowling  meets  . . . Glen  Gray 
doing  good  at  the  Buffalo  . . . The  Ink 
Spots  better  than  ever. 


next  Friday.  The  judges:  Gwen  Schoch, 
model  agency  operator;  Oscar  Neufeld, 
Horlacher,  and  R.  V.  Conroy,  commercial 
artist  . . . Harry  Blumberg,  National  Thea- 
tre Supply,  is  reported  seriously  ill  at  Mt. 
Sinai  Hospital  . . . Bill  Quinlivin,  Vita- 
graph  office  manager,  is  recovering  from 
a grave  illness. 

Floyd  Hopkins  of  Wilmer  and  Vincent’s 
Reading  and  Harrisburg  houses,  and  Fred 
Osterstock  of  Easton  and  Allentown  were 
in  toivn  on  booking  operations  ...  So  was 
Harry  Waxman,  Atlantic  City  . . . Ralph 
Garmand.  Paramount’s  booking  manager, 
celebrated  his  lAth  wedding  anniversary ; 
still  looks  like  a bridegroom  . . . Estelle 
Weiner,  at  a nearby  desk,  marked  a birth- 
day last  week  . . . Bill  Brooker,  Para- 
ynount’s  exploiteer,  is  sending  enticing 
postcards  from  the  South. 

Benjamin  Weintraub  and  Eugene  Light 
have  taken  over  the  Victory,  Trenton.  It 
was  scheduled  for  opening  over  the  week- 
end . . . A1  Fischer,  Keswick,  and  asso- 
ciates plan  a new  800-seater  in  Edge  Moor, 
Del.  . . . The  L.  J.  Chamberlain  interests 
are  reopening  the  Hollywood,  Mt.  Carmel 
. . . E.  M.  Lowe  now  has  operating  rights 
for  the  Elm,  Camden  . . . Pat  Stanton, 
WDAS  announcer,  is  a local  boy  making 
good  with  a travelogue,  “Here  Is  Ireland,” 
self-produced.  He  showed  it  around  local 
Irish-American  clubs,  now  has  it  running 
at  the  Belmont,  New  York. 

Myer  Adelman.  New  Jersey  Messenger 
head,  was  to  be  honored  by  the  industry 
and  the  Camden  charitable  organizations 
in  which  he  plays  a leading  role  at  a din- 
ner at  the  Walt  Whitman  Hotel  . . . Simon 
Libros,  National  Penn  Printing,  is  reported 
in  serious  condition  . . . Bert  Wheeler,  who 
played  at  the  Tower,  Camden,  ivent  direct 
from  the  theatre  to  the  Paramomit  lot  on 
the  coast  ...  A broadcast  over  WDAS  from 
the  Warner  Club  by  the  vaudeville  head- 
liners at  the  Earle  is  to  be  a regular  Tues- 
day afternoon  event.  Ben  Blue  and  some 
of  George  White’s  little  girls  were  the 
radio  show  last  week. 

A good  fighting  display  was  put  on  by 
those  noted  pugilists,  Marty  Aninsman  and 
Dave  Fishman,  at  the  Leader  for  the 
“Leather  Pushers.”  Trophies,  boxing  gloves 
and  other  equipment  drew  all  eyes  to  the 
lobby  . . . Eddie  Moore,  Strand,  York,  did 
a good  turn  for  a young  woman,  disabled 
by  a sprained  ankle,  whose  crutch  was 
broken  by  an  auto  outside  his  theatre.  He 
invited  her  in  to  see  the  show  while  his 
maintenance  man  healed  the  fractured 
crutch. 


Producers  Laboratories 
Settle  With  Local  702 

New  York — Differences  over  contract 
terms  between  Local  702  and  Producers 
Laboratories,  Inc.,  have  been  settled  after 
a strike  lasting  less  than  a week.  Dif- 
ferences centered  over  a week’s  vacation 
pay  employes  claimed  they  were  entitled 
to  under  provisions  of  an  agreement  with 
Jack  Cosman,  head  of  the  laboratory. 


Hediloe  Your  Snprex  an<l  ITiffh  Intensity 

CARBON  WASTE 
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"DALACE  Film  as  National  Winner”  was 

* cap  on  story  in  Knickerbocker  News 
that  Columbia’s  “The  Howards  of  Vir- 
ginia” had  been  selected  for  Boxoffice’s 
Blue  Ribbon  Award  as  September’s  best. 
Picture  was  playing  Fabian’s  ace  local 
house. 

World’s  Fair  was  mecca  for  weekend 
visits  by  a Metro  delegation  including  Of- 
fice Manager  Sidney  Stockton,  Head  Booker 
Bill  Gaddoni.  Muriel  Lanahayi,  Mrs.  Pa- 
tricia Stewart,  Mrs.  Kathryn  Shea  and 
wives  of  the  men.  Bill  Marsh,  Metro  au- 
ditor, was  at  local  exchange.  Josephine 
Lasky,  of  M-G-M.  has  been  vacationing  in 
New  York,  while  Jane  Breen  was  in  Utica 
over  the  weekend  . . . Jack  Armm,  Colum- 
bia salesman,  gave  his  daughter,  Jeanne, 
in  marriage  at  Newark,  N.  J.  Second  time 
for  Armm  in  recent  months,  Irma  Armm 
becoming  a Mrs.  here  last  summer.  Branch 
Manager  Joe  Miller  and  Mrs.  Miller  and 
Doug  Klein,  accessories  man.  were  among 
those  at  the  wedding  . . . Harold  Sachs, 
assistant  general  manager  of  accessories 
for  Columbia,  was  here. 

National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  sold  candy 
machines  to  Clarence  Dopp  for  Strand, 
Johnstown,  and  to  Harvey  English  for 
Capitol,  Hancock. 

Chris  Marx  is  remodeling  the  front  of 
Rialto,  Utica.  Interior  changes  include  new 
carpet.  Marx  also  operates  the  Highland, 
Utica  . . . Harvey  English’s  Capitol,  Hal- 
stead, Pa.,  just  over  New  York  border,  has 
installed  new  screen  and  lense  equipment. 

Camille  Alii  handling  booking  at  Co- 
lumbia while  Stanley  Goldberg  is  vaca- 
tioning. Goldberg  and  wife  went  to  New 
York  . . . Times  Union  ran  pictures  of 
President  Ed  Kuykendall,  Louis  Schine, 
William  E.  Benton,  Lou  Golding,  Charles 
Hayman,  Sidney  Pfeifer  and  Mrs.  Marion 
Gueth  (last  three  state  president,  counsel 
and  secretary,  respectively)  at  luncheon 
meeting  for  an  MPTOA  membership  drive, 
in  Ten  Eyck  Hotel. 

Edward  Golden,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager  of  Monogram,  and 
Harry  Berkson,  Monogram  upstate  fran- 
chise holder,  huddled  here  with  Manager 
Nate  Sodikman  and  Booker  Mitch  Panzer 
. . . Henry  W.  Baylis,  motion  picture 
equipanent  man  of  Troy,  was  first  to  be 
photoed  in  Times  Union  by  its  “Quizzical 
Camera  Man.’’  Latter  asks  questions  daily 
in  downtown  Albany  and  gives  passes  to 
Fabian’s  Grand. 

Marvin  Dwore  was  on  Filmrow  with  his 
brother,  Sidney,  Schenectady  exhibitor. 


Schine  Circuit  Assumes 
New  Syracuse  Operation 

Syracuse — The  Schine  circuit  has  as- 
sumed operation  of  the  James,  neighbor- 
hood house.  Stephen  O’Bryan,  manager 
of  the  circuit’s  Palace,  will  also  be  in 
charge  of  the  newest  unit,  which  will  be 
open  weekends  only. 


Schine  to  Hollywood 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — J.  Myer  Schine, 
head  of  the  circuit  bearing  his  name,  will 
spend  several  weeks  visiting  the  studios. 
His  brother,  Louis,  preceded  him  on  the 
same  plan  by  several  months. 


Philly  Club  Banquet 
Holds  Much  Promise 


Philadelphia — The  local  Variety  Tent’s 
sixth  annual  banquet  December  12  at  the 
Bellevue-Stratford  will  “eclipse  all  pre- 
vious banquets,”  Jack  Beresin,  Chief  Bar- 
ker, promises  in  announcing  the  date  and 
place  for  this  year’s  affair. 

Following  are  the  committee  chairmen 
who  will  handle  this  year’s  banquet:  Jack 
Beresin,  general  chairman;  David  E. 
Weshner,  first  vice-chairman;  James  P. 
Clark,  second  vice-chairman;  Ted  Schlan- 
ger,  dais  committee;  Louis  Krouse,  pub- 
lic relations;  David  E.  Weshner,  enter- 
tainment; Charles  Goodwin,  program; 
Hilleary  Brown,  tickets;  Samuel  Stiefel, 
production;  Earle  Sweigert,  reception; 
Everett  Callow,  publicity;  Ben  Fertel,  din- 
ner; Milton  Rogasner,  seating;  Bill  Mac- 
Avoy,  electrical;  E.  O.  Wilschke,  p.  a.  and 
microphone;  Sidney  Samuelson,  printing; 
Clinton  Weyer,  transportation-hotel;  Paul 
Greenlagh,  out-of-town  guests;  Dr.  J. 
Alex  Ritter,  physician  in  charge,  and 
James  P.  Clarke,  infantile  paralysis  foun- 
dation chairman. 

A limited  number  of  tickets  are  still 
available  at  the  Variety  Club,  Bellevue- 
Stratford  and  Hilleary  Brown,  Lincoln- 
Liberty  building. 

Seven  More  Up  in  RCA 
Executive  Roster 

Camden,  N.  J. — Seven  men  have  been 
moved  up  the  line  in  the  executive  ranks 
of  RCA  Manufacturing,  according  to 
Robert  Shannon,  executive  vice-president. 

E.  W.  Ritter,  former  general  manager  of 
radio  tube  manufacturing,  is  now  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  all  manufacturing 
and  production  engineer  activities. 

H.  L.  Sommerer,  former  manager  of 
manufacturing,  is  now  assistant  to  Ritter. 
His  new  duties  tie  in  with  national  de- 
fense activities. 

E.  W.  Engstrom,  former  director  of  gen- 
eral research,  is  now  manager  of  all  re- 
search. 

E.  E.  Lewis  is  now  assistant  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  accounts  and  finance. 

H.  L.  Beisswenger,  I.  T.  Kizmiller  and 
E.  M.  Moore  are  assistant  controllers  in 
respective  charge  of  budgets,  taxes  and 
insurance;  works  accounting  and  costs,  and 
general  counting. 

Rather  Than  Pay  More  for 
Film,  Reade  May  Shut  Units 

New  York — After  an  analysis  of  the  en- 
tire chain’s  potential  grossing  power,  the 
Reade  circuit’s  management  feels  it  might 
be  more  desirable  to  close  a few  units 
rather  than  meet  the  terms  demanded  by 
majors  for  1940-41  product,  a spokesman 
declares.  He  points  out  that,  without  ex- 
ception, majors  are  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  films  in  the  40  and  35  per  cent 
allocations  to  such  a degree  “there  can’t 
be  anything  left  for  us  if  the  picture  does 
not  live  up  to  its  expectations — and  that 
happens  more  often  than  not.” 

He  also  cited  a recent  advance  admis- 
sion price  attraction  that  “obviously  didn’t 
have  what  it  was  supposed  to  have,”  and 
which  resulted  in  the  lowest  returns  the 
theatre  it  played  in  has  seen  in  two  years. 
Buying  is  so  slow,  he  adds,  that  only  one 
major’s  lineup  has  been  signed  for  the 
circuit. 


BAILTIWIOIRIIE 

mac  WEINBERG,  Little,  has  taken  up 
horseback  riding  . . . Ted  Routson, 
publicity  chief  of  the  Hippodrome,  is  now 
holding  auditions  for  his  eighth  local  pro- 
duction of  the  “Baltimore  Follies”  to  grace 
the  stage  of  the  Hippodrome  Xmas  week 
. . . Sam  Shoubin,  Pic,  is  now  opening  on 
Saturday  mornings  at  11:30  a.  m.  . . . 
Luncheon  was  held  by  the  Variety  Club 
Wednesday  at  the  Belvedere  Hotel.  Guest 
speaker  was  Frank  Saucy,  head  of  the  FBI, 
Baltimore  district  . . . Bernie  Seaman  plans 
to  reseat  the  balcony  at  the  Hippodrome 
. . . Sam  Soltz,  Howard,  who  has  recovered 
from  a recent  illness,  drove  his  new  car 
to  Washington  last  week  with  Harry  Sil- 
ver, Overlea. 

Two  world  premieres  hit  Baltimore  last 
week,  one  at  Keith’s  where  Lawrence 
Schanberger  played  “A  Little  Bit  of 
Heaven”  and  the  other  premiere  at  Mor- 
ton Baker’s  Times,  of  Paramount’s  “Three 
Men  From  Texas”  . . . The  man  who  knows 
how  to  play  pinochle,  Al  Vogelstein,  Balto 
Poster  Co.,  was  beaten  several  games  by 
Buddy  Silverberg,  Park  . . . George  Jacobs 
is  having  the  inside  of  the  Goldfield  re- 
modeled . . . The  first  dance  held  by  the 
Variety  Club  last  Saturday  night  was  at- 
tended by  one  of  the  largest  crowds  ever 
to  attend  . . . Gilbert  Kanour,  film  critic 
of  the  Baltimore  Evening  Sun,  was  mar- 
ried Wednesday  morning  . . . J.  M.  Shell- 
man,  National  Penn  Printing  Co.,  is  sport- 
ing a new  derby. 

Barry  Goldman  has  had  the  police  de- 
partment install  latest  type  sign  which 
says  “No  parking  during  theatre  hours” 
...  A cabaret  dance  will  be  held  at  the 
Lord  Baltimore,  Sunday,  January  26,  by 
the  Jewish  War  Veterans.  Tickets  may  be 
obtained  from  Harry  or  Al  Vogelstein  . . . 
Ed  Wyatt  of  Preferred  Cinema  Service 
has  moved  his  offices  to  516  N.  Charles  St. 
Ed  also  has  purchased  an  estate  at  Ow- 
ings  Mills,  Md. 

Lawrence  Schanberger,  Keith’s,  is  going 
to  give  five  pedigreed  dogs  to  boys  and 
girls  under  14  who  write  the  most  in- 
teresting letter  on  the  subject  “Why  I 
Want  a Dog.”  The  contest  was  suggested 
by  “A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven”  . . . Mac  Clus- 
ter, has  recovered  from  his  recent  illness 
and  is  back  on  the  job. 

Sidney  Golaner  is  expecting  to  be  a papa 
soon  . . . Walter  Cohen,  Leader,  reports 
that  a new  coat  of  paint  now  is  on  the 
front  of  the  house  . . . Gaertners  new 
house  at  St.  Helena,  Md.,  is  nearing  com- 
pletion and  is  expected  to  open  soon  . . . 
Richard  Shamis,  Realart,  took  time  out  to 
visit  Philadelphia  friends.  His  brother, 
Raymond,  took  over  during  Richard’s  ab- 
sence. 

ITOA  and  Local  No,  306 
Make  Counter  Demands 

New  York — Demands  for  reductions  in 
Local  No.  306  scales  have  been  made  by 
the  ITOA  and  counter  demands  for  an 
unnamed  percentage  of  increases  have 
been  made  by  the  union,  it  was  learned  at 
the  Wednesday  meeting  of  the  exhibitor 
unit  at  the  Astor. 

Harry  Brandt  stated  exhibitor  members 
are  willing  to  open  their  books  for  audit- 
ing by  the  union  in  an  effort  to  secure  re- 
ductions in  projectionists’  salaries.  Arbi- 
tration meetings  are  now  being  held. 

It  was  pointed  out  this  is  the  first  time 
Local  306  has  not  made  any  definite  de- 
mands for  an  increase. 

Also  discussed  at  the  session  was  film 
buying  for  the  current  season. 
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Schaefer  Bullish  on 
American  Market 


SAG  Provisions  for 
Extras  Approved 


Gloomy  though  the  foreign  outlook  may 
be,  American  business  is  in  a sound, 
healthful,  progressive  condition.  That  is 
the  opinion  of  President  George  Schaefer 
of  RKO  Radio,  who  has  arrived  from  New 
York  for  his  semi-annual  visit  to  the  com- 
pany’s Hollywood  studios. 

“That  applies  both  to  the  motion  picture 
industry  and  to  other  lines  of  endeavor,” 
Schaefer  declared.  “Losses  have  been  suf- 
fered, it  is  true,  but  American  business 
leaders  must  readjust  their  production  and 
distribution  programs  to  meet  changing 
conditions.” 

Reflecting  Schaefer’s  confidence  was  the 
disclosure  that  RKO  Radio  is  well  abreast 
of  its  current  schedule  and  that,  while 
here,  Schaefer  will  confer  with  studio  of- 
ficials on  production  plans  for  1941-42.  He 
is  huddling  with  J.  J.  Nolan,  Harry 
Edington  and  Lee  Marcus. 

Paramount  Contingent  Due 

A contingent  of  Paramount  homeoffice 
executives,  headed  by  President  Barney 
Balaban  and  including  Stanton  Griffis, 
Adolph  Zukor,  Austin  C.  Keough  and  oth- 
ers, is  due  in  November  11  for  a series  of 
conferences  with  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Wil- 
liam LeBaron,  Henry  Ginsberg  and  other 
studio  executives.  Visitors  will  remain  for 
two  weeks  talking  over  production  plans 
for  the  balance  of  the  year. 

Terminating  a two-week  session  at  the 
studio.  Jack  Cohn,  Columbia  vice-presi- 
dent, left  for  his  New  York  headquarters. 
He  was  to  be  followed  by  President  Harry 
Cohn  and  Abe  Schneider. 

Charlie  Einfeld,  Warner  publicity-adver- 
tising chief,  is  spending  two  weeks  in 
Gotham  lining  up  campaigns  on  new  re- 
leases, including  “A  Dispatch  From  Reu- 
ter’s,” “Santa  Fe  Trail”  and  “The  Letter.” 
He  journeyed  east  after  the  “Knute 
Rockne— All  American”  premiere  at  South 
Bend. 

To  Gotham  for  Locations 

Producer  Erich  Pommer  has  returned  to 
RKO  Radio  after  attending  the  New  York 
opening  of  “They  Knew  What  They 
Wanted”  and  scouting  metropolitan  loca- 
tions for  his  next,  “Two  on  an  Island.” 

Also  in  from  a short  New  York  trip  is 
Samuel  Bronston,  president  of  Samuel 
Bronston  Productions.  He  attended  to 
business  matters  in  the  east. 

James  Roosevelt,  Henry  Henigson  and 
N.  H.  Brower  of  Soundies  Films  have 
checked  out  for  New  York  to  attend  a 
three-day  convention  of  Mills  Novelty  Co. 
executives,  mapping  release  schedules, 
production  plans  and  sales  policies  for  the 
dime-in-slot  movies  which  Roosevelt  is 
turning  out  for  the  Mills  company. 


Hell  Be  "Cassidy"  as 
Long  as  Series  Lives 

William  Boyd  has  the  job  of  “Hopalong 
Cassidy"  as  long  as  the  Harry  Sherman 
sagebrush  series  lives  at  the  boxoffice, 
according  to  terms  of  a new  contract 
handed  the  western  star. 

From  present  indications,  it  is  a life- 
time contract  inasmuch  as  the  32nd  of 
the  series,  "Doomed  Caravan,"  is  now  in 
work  for  Paramount  release. 

Bookings  of  the  first  24  pictures  in  the 
series  recently  passed  the  246,000  mark. 

VS  ■ - —~>J 

Name  Bargaining  Agent 
For  Scenic  Artists 

Washington  — Following  secret-ballot 
elections  held  last  month,  the  national 
labor  relations  board  has  certified  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paper  Hangers  of  America  (AFL)  as  the 
sole  bargaining  representatives  of  scenic 
artists  and  assistants,  employed  in  nine 
Hollywood  studios. 

Out  of  a total  of  125  employes  eligible 
to  vote,  77  ballots  were  cast,  three  of  which 
were  challenged  and  thrown  out,  the  board 
reported.  On  the  count  of  the  remaining 
votes,  the  AFL  union  was  found  to  have 
had  58  and  the  Scenic  Arts  Association  of 
America  16. 

The  companies  involved  in  the  vote  were 
Warner,  RKO,  20th-Fox,  Columbia, 
M-G-M,  Universal,  Samuel  Goldwyn, 
Paramount  and  Hal  Roach. 


Suspend  Ann  Sheridan 
For  Refusing  a Role 

A dispute  over  salary  and  her  refusal  to 
accept  an  assignment  opposite  James  Cag- 
ney in  “Strawberry  Blonde”  has  placed 
Ann  Sheridan  on  the  suspended  list  at  the 
Warner  studio.  Spokesmen  declared  that 
in  all  probability  the  film,  scheduled  to 
roll  October  21,  will  get  under  way  with 
another  actress  replacing  the  “oomph” 
girl  unless  her  differences  with  the  studio 
are  straightened  out  by  that  time.  Until 
such  a settlement  is  made,  however.  Miss 
Sheridan  will  go  off  salary. 

Universal  has  signed  Gregory  La  Cava 
to  a one-picture  deal  to  produce  and  direct 
the  next  Irene  Dunne  vehicle,  untitled.  He 
checks  on  the  lot  immediately,  although 
the  film  is  not  scheduled  to  go  into  pro- 
duction until  next  January.  Bruce  Man- 
ning will  act  as  associate  producer  work- 
ing under  La  Cava. 


Indicating  the  drastic  remedies  sug- 
gested by  a producer-screen  Actors  Guild 
standing  committee  report  as  a cure  for 
the  economic  ills  confronting  Hollywood’s 
extra  players  may  be  adopted  immediately, 
the  SAG  “B”  council  has  approved  the  re- 
port in  its  entirety  with  only  one  proviso 
— that  a “B”  member  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittees executing  terms  of  the  report.  The 
plan  calls,  principally,  for  the  elimination 
of  some  4,000  “casual”  extras  who  worked 
10  days  or  less  during  1939,  thus  provid- 
ing more  work  opportunities  for  extras 
who  devote  their  entire  time  to  the  pro- 
fession. 

Simultaneously  the  necessity  for  adopt- 
tion  of  such  methods  became  increasingly 
apparent  when  Central  Casting  released 
figures  disclosing  extra  earnings  for  Sep- 
tember to  be  nearly  $100,000  under  those 
for  September,  1939,  together  with  a de- 
crease of  8,000  job  placements  for  the 
month  as  compared  to  the  same  period  a 
year  ago.  Central  Casting  officials  esti- 
mate, further,  that  total  earnings  for  ex- 
tras during  1940  will  be  approximately 
$500,000  less  than  in  1939. 

White-Collars  to  Choose  Agent 

October  22  has  been  set  by  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  as  the  date  on 
which  white-collar  workers  are  to  troop  to 
the  polls  to  select  their  exclusive  bargain- 
ing agent.  The  Screen  Office  Employes 
Guild,  claiming  a majority  at  all  plants 
save  20th  Century-Fox,  will  oppose  an  in- 
dependent union  at  the  studio  in  the  vote. 

Some  300  studio  policemen,  watchmen, 
janitors  and  other  maintenance  workers 
turned  out  for  the  mass  meeting  spon- 
sored by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  and  presided  over  by  Aubrey  Blair, 
the  AFL’s  Hollywood  organizer.  First  steps 
were  taken  to  form  a building  service 
union,  after  organization  of  which  pro- 
ducers will  be  asked  to  sign  a closed  shop 
contract. 

Screen  Cartoonists  Guild  met  October  17 
to  vote  on  the  final  draft  of  its  closed- 
shop  contract  with  M-G-M,  which  is  ex- 
pected to  be  signed  by  studio  executives 
within  a few  days. 

Technicians  Local  689,  lATSE,  has  voted 
to  suspend  the  dues  of  those  of  its  mem- 
bers who  may  be  called  for  military  service 
and  to  protect  their  seniority  rights  dur- 
ing their  absence.  Board  of  directors  of 
the  SAG  has  also  voted  a similar  dues 
suspension. 

A check  by  the  Screen  Writers  Guild  has 
revealed  that  an  80  per  cent  closed  shop 
prevails  at  studios  where  the  new  SWG 
pact  went  into  effect  October  10.  Survey 
also  disclosed  that  90  per  cent  of  all  Holly- 
wood writers  are  SWG  members. 
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"North  West  Mounted" 
Snatches  Limelight 


Paramount  dominates  next  week’s  pre- 
miere-preview calendar  with  C.  B.  De- 
Mille’s  “North  West  Mounted  Police,” 
which  makes  its  world  debut  in  Regina, 
Canada,  October  21  and,  three  days  later, 
will  be  introduced  to  American  theatre- 
goers in  Chicago.  Madeleine  Carroll,  Rob- 
ert Preston.  Preston  Poster  and  Lynne 
Overman,  who  appear  in  the  picture,  and 
William  H.  Pine,  DeMille’s  associate,  will 
attend  the  Regina  premiere,  which  cli- 
maxes a three-day  celebration  there,  as 
will  Mounted  Police  officials,  civic  and 
governmental  dignitaries. 

En  route  to  Regina  the  quartet  of  play- 
ers has  been  scheduled  to  make  short  stops 
in  Sacramento.  Klamath  Falls,  Portland, 
Seattle,  Bellingham,  Vancouver,  Banff  and 
Calgary.  The  Chicago  occasion  will  be 
graced  with  the  names  of  DeMille,  Gary 
Cooper  and  Paulette  Goddard  in  addition 
to  the  aforementioned  stars.  The  Techni- 
color production  has  already  been  booked 
by  Harold  Fitzgerald  for  the  Fox  Wiscon- 
sin Amusement  Enterprises:  the  Butter- 
field circuit,  and  the  Great  States  chain, 
numbering  several  hundred  houses 
throughout  the  midwestern  territory. 

Republic  currently  is  rounding  up  tal- 
ent to  be  dispatched  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Octo- 
ber 24  when  “Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?” 
is  to  make  its  debut.  Southern  metropolis 
is  the  home  of  Medora  Fields,  authoress 
of  the  original  story.  John  Hubbard  and 
Wendy  Barrie  head  the  picture  cast. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  takes  over  the 
spotlight  November  1 when  the  Tyrone 
Power  starrer,  “The  Mark  of  Zorro,”  is  to 
be  given  its  world  premiere  at  the  Albee 
and  Shubert  theatres  in  Cincinnati,  Pow- 
er’s home  town.  The  star  and  his  wife, 
Annabella,  as  well  as  other  players  not  yet 
selected,  will  journey  to  the  Ohio  metrop- 
olis to  make  personal  appearances. 

Following  its  world  premiere  at  Warm 
Springs,  Ga.,  October  14,  Alexander 
Korda’s  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad”  was 


Producer  Erich  Pommer  has  returned 
from  New  York  where  he  attended  the 
opening  of  his  RKO  Radio  picture,  “They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted.” 

★ 

Bette  Davis  is  back  at  Warner  after  her 
annual  holiday  at  Sugar  Hill,  N.  H.  . . . 
George  Cukor  is  planning  a two-week  va- 
cation in  the  High  Sierras. 

* 

Funeral  services  were  held  October  16 
at  the  Little  Church  of  the  Flowers,  Forest 
Lawn,  for  Tom  Mix,  first  of  the  great  cow- 
boy stars,  who  was  killed  in  an  automo- 
bile accident  in  Arizona  at  the  age  of  60. 
After  an  adventurous  career  as  soldier  and 
western  sheriff,  cowboy  and  rodeo  rider. 
Mix  hit  the  big  time  in  1918  when  he  began 
starring  in  westerns  for  William  Fox.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  working  as 
advance  agent  for  his  own  Wild  West 
circus.  Surviving  are  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Mabel  Ward  Mix,  and  two  daughters,  Ruth 
and  Thomasina. 

* 

Producer  Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz  of 
M-G-M  is  the  father  of  a baby  boy  born 


ushered  in  for  its  Pacific  Coast  debut  at 
the  Carthay  Circle  three  days  later  amid 
resplendent  pomp  and  ceremony.  Bleach- 
ers to  accommodate  some  15,000  spectators 
were  jammed  to  the  breaking  point  and 
the  guest  list  included: 

Charles  Chaplin,  Alexander,  Zoltan  and 
Vincent  Korda,  the  Samuel  Goldwyns,  the 
Darryl  Zanucks,  Ronald  Colman,  June 
Duprez,  Marlene  Dietrich,  Deanna  Durbin, 
Alfred  Hitchcock,  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.  and 
Myrna  Loy,  Henry  King,  Ernst  Lubitsch, 
Henry  Koster,  Sol  Lesser,  Vivien  Leigh, 
Robert  Montgomery,  Leo  McCarey,  Mary 
Pickford,  James  Roosevelt,  Edward  Small, 
William  Seiter,  Norma  Shearer,  Norman 
Taurog,  Shirley  Temple,  Harlan  Thomp- 
son, Walter  Pidgeon,  Melvyn  Douglas  and 
scores  of  others. 

First  world  premiere  ever  held  in  Ta- 
coma, Wash.,  was  staged  there  October  18 
when  Warner  launched  “Tugboat  Annie 
Sails  Again.”  Marjorie  Rambeau  and 
Alan  Hale,  cast  toppers  who  made  the  trip 
north,  were  the  recipients  of  full  civic 
honors  and  made  personal  appearances  on 
the  stages  of  the  Roxy,  Music  Box  and 
Blue  Mouse  theatres.  Added  attraction 
was  a water  carnival  in  which  more  than 
750  tugs  and  other  craft  competed. 


Trio  Incorporates  Firm 
To  Produce  Shorts 

Incorporation  of  Arlington  Pictures  to 
produce  a series  of  short  subjects  based 
upon  musical  classics,  has  been  announced. 
Officers  include  Slavko  Vorkapich,  Karl 
Hajos  and  Herbert  T.  Silverberg.  First  to 
be  filmed  will  be  Richard  Wagner’s  “The 
Forest  Speaks,”  to  be  followed  by  “The 
Enchanted  Lake,”  from  a composition  by 
Anatol  Liadow.  No  distribution  arrange- 
ments have  been  disclosed. 


Speeds  Cartoon 

Leon  Schlesinger  is  rushing  production 
on  “Elmer’s  Pet  Rabbit,”  a Merrie  Melodie 
in  Technicolor  which  is  the  second  star- 
ring vehicle  for  his  new  comic  character. 
Bugs  Bunny.  Four  others  featuring  Bugs 
Bunny  are  in  some  phase  of  preparation. 


to  Mrs.  Mankiewicz  at  the  Cedars  of  Le- 
banon Hospital. 

★ 

Donald  Gledhill,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences,  has  planed  to  New  York  to  begin 
a series  of  discussions  with  Walter  Wan- 
ger.  Academy  president,  on  proposed  Acad- 
emy projects. 

★ 

Sol  C.  Siegel,  former  Republic  producer, 
has  left  for  New  York  on  a two-week  vaca- 
tion. Upon  his  return  he  assumes  his  new 
duties  as  an  associate  producer  for  Para- 
mount. 

* 

Samuel  Goldwyn  has  returned  from  San 
Francisco,  where  he  was  guest  of  honor  at 
a luncheon  given  by  Mayor  Angelo  Rossi 
and  attended  by  Bay  Area  publishers  and 
exhibitors. 

* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Taurog  have  left 
for  New  York  where  the  M-G-M  director 
will  catch  the  new  plays. 


Chadwick  Resumes 
Studio  Operation 


Returning  to  independent  production 
after  several  years  inactivity,  I.  E.  Chad- 
wick has  resumed  operation  of  his  studio 
property  on  Gower  Street,  Columbia  hav- 
ing relinquished  its  lease  after  occupying 
it  for  several  years.  Chadwick  has  begun 
an  extensive  remodeling  and  rebuilding 
program  and  will,  later  this  month,  turn 
cameras  on  “Her  Father’s  Daughter,”  from 
a Gene  Stratton  Porter  novel,  as  his 
initialer  in  a series  to  be  made  for  Mono- 
gram release.  Also  quartering  on  Chad- 
wick’s property  are  George  Weeks’  Phoe- 
nix Productions  and  American  Pictures. 

Also  for  Monogram,  Paul  Malvern  has 
three  scripts  in  readiness,  and  will  launch 
the  first — Jack  London’s  “Sign  of  the 
Wolf” — before  the  end  of  the  month.  The 
remaining  pair  are  “Trail  of  the  Yukon” 
and  an  untitled  “James  Lee  Wong”  detec- 
tive story.  Still  another  independent  pro- 
ducer for  Monogram  release,  Sam  Katz- 
man,  rolls  an  “East  Side  Kids”  vehicle  next 
week  on  location  at  Lake  Tahoe. 

Producers  Releasing  Corp.  has  assigned 
Sigmund  Neufeld  to  supervise  production 
of  its  newly-announced  series  of  six  “Lone 
Rider”  musical  westerns  starring  George 
Houston,  the  first  to  roll  October  29.  Neu- 
feld is  also  turning  out  the  six  “Billy  the 
Kid”  sagebrushers  and  a half-dozen  Tim 
McCoy  westerns. 


Lighter  Fare  Leading 
Production  Lineup 

Entertainment  in  the  lighter  vein — both 
straight  comedies  and  features  with  musi- 
cal embellishments — is  the  dominant  note 
in  the  lineup  of  pictures  scheduled  to  go 
before  the  cameras  during  the  balance  of 
this  month  and  in  November. 

Of  a total  of  39  already  charted  to  go 
into  work,  13 — or  exactly  one-third — are 
pegged  as  comedy  or  musical  entries.  The 
balance  is  spread  among  dramas,  westerns, 
detective  stories  and  action  features:  but 
none  of  these  categories  is  as  heavily 
emphasized. 

M-G-M’s  leader  in  this  division  is  “Zieg- 
feld  Girl,”  set  for  an  October  start.  Uni- 
versal is  scheduled  to  roll  a Deanna  Dur- 
bin musical,  “Nice  Girl,”  and  for  United 
Artists  Hal  Roach  will  gun  “Topper  Re- 
turns” this  month.  Other  October  start- 
ers, varied  as  to  subject  matter,  include 
M-G-M’s  “Dr.  Ephraim  McDowell”  and 
“Blossoms  in  the  Dust,”  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  “Down  to  the  Sea  in  Ships,”  Uni- 
versal’s “The  Black  Cat”  and  Republic’s 
“Bowery  Boy.” 

For  November  the  laugh-getting,  foot- 
tapping lineup  includes; 

“The  Road  to  Zanzibar,”  “Skylark,”  “Las 
Vegas  Nights,”  “There’s  Always  Juliet,” 
“Ballerina”  and  “Henry  and  Dizzy,”  all 
from  Paramount.  RKO  Radio  will  con- 
tribute “How  to  Meet  a Man”  and  “They 
Met  in  Argentina.”  Twentieth  Century- 
Fox’s  entries  include  “Rings  on  Her 
Fingers”  and  “The  Great  American  Broad- 
cast.” 

In  other  categories,  November  will  see 
camera  work  starting  on  Paramount’s 
“New  York  Town,”  Warner’s  “Hard  Luck 
Dame.”  “Church  Mouse,”  “Three  Strang- 
ers,” “The  Fabulous  Thirties,”  “Strawberry 
Blonde,”  “Fifty  Thousand  Fliers”  and 
“January  Heights;”  20th  Century-Fox’s 
“Breach  of  Discipline,”  “Ride  on  Vaquero,” 
“Sleepers  East,”  “Uncensored,”  “Man 
Hunt”  and  “Belle  Starr;”  Sol  Lesser’s 
“That  Uncertain  Feeling;”  Monogram’s 
“You’re  Out  of  Luck”  and  Republic’s 
“Valley  of  the  Moon.” 
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There  are  1,500  seats  in  the  Carthay 
Circle  Theatre.  Hollywood’s  motion 
picture  reporters  and  reviewers,  in- 
cluding everyone  on  the  Hays  office  list, 
could  not  possibly  occupy  more  than  500 
of  them.  That’s  a liberal  estimate  and  as- 
sumes that  every  member  of  the  press 
utilized  two  tickets  only. 

The  initial  local  showing  of  Charles 
Chaplin’s  “The  Great  Dictator’’  was  an- 
nounced, very  definitely,  as  a “Press  Pre- 
view.” It  was  scheduled  for  an  8:30  o’clock 
start.  Yet,  when  invited  representatives 
of  the  press  arrived,  and  well  in  advance 
of  the  announced  starting  time,  they  found 
the  house  virtually  filled.  There  was  the 
usual  assortment  of  publicity  men  from 
other  studios,  production  executives, 
agents,  friends,  relatives,  stooges,  techni- 
cians and  the  myriad  other  professional 
preview  crashers.  What  few  desirable 
seats  remained  unoccupied  were  “reserved 
for  special  groups,”  according  to  the  Car- 
thy  Circle’s  supercilious  and  superior 
ushers. 

So  “the  press,”  for  which  the  preview 
was  ostensibly  staged,  was  relegated  to  the 
last  rows  of  the  uppermost  gallery. 

Just  who  gets  the  rap  for  this  new  high 
in  mismanaging  a “press  preview”  seems 
difficult  to  determine.  The  local  United 
Artists  exploitation  office,  under  the  man- 
agement of  George  Gomperts,  apparently 
distributed  the  invitations,  but  pleads  in- 
nocence as  concerns  “arrangements.” 

In  any  event,  those  who  undertook  to 
arrange  the  screening  might  have  bene- 
fited by  going  to  Russell  Birdwell  for  a few 
pointers.  Just  a few  days  previous.  Bird- 
well  rented  the  same  theatre  for  the  press 
preview  of  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad.”  Seats 
were  reserved,  the  more  desirable  ones  for 
the  press,  and  the  entire  proceedings  were 
carried  out  in  an  efficient  manner  to  make 
the  event  pleasant,  friendly  and  har- 
monious— especially  when  compared  with 
the  mad  scramble  which  characterized  the 
Chaplin  debut. 


You-Figure-It-Out  Department: 

It’s  been  six  mo7iths,  at  least,  since 
Frank  Nugent,  ex-New  York  Times  motion 
picture  editor,  beguiled  by  a salary  far  be- 
yond the  most  avaricious  dreams  of  ordi- 
nary newspapermen,  came  to  Hollywood 


to  become  a 20th  Century-Fox  screen 
writer.  Nugent  was  a top  flight  critic  and 
commentator  on  matters  cinematic.  Fur- 
ther, the  prestige  of  the  publication  which 
employed  his  effective  services  and  the  fact 
that  it  circulated  under  the  noses  of  home 
office  executives,  magnified  the  import- 
ance of  his  observations  and  critiques  far 
beyond  that  indicated  by  the  newspaper’s 
coverage.  In  spite  of  which,  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate  that  he  was  better — if 
as  well — qualified  to  write  scripts  than 
most  of  the  thousand  or  more  experienced 
Hollywood  screen  writers,  many  of  whom 
find  it  a struggle  to  attain  a place  on 
studio  payrolls,  even  part  of  the  time. 
During  the  first  few  weeks  of  Nugent’s 
hibernation  at  the  Westwood  plant,  there 
was  plenty  of  publicity  concerning  his  ac- 
tivities, including  notice  that  he  had  been 
assigned  to  screenplay  “Lucky  Baldwin” 
— since  which,  little  has  been  heard  of 
him. 

After  considerable  prompting , studio 
spokesmen  now  disclose  that  Nugent  is 
still  there,  is  still  drawing  his  salary  and 
is  still  doing  a treatment  on  “Lucky  Bald- 
win.” 

Ann  Sheridan  has  finally  arrived.  But  it 
was  not  the  widely-heralded  "Oomph”  which 
won  her  a place  among  the  cinematic  great. 
She  has  been  suspended  by  Warner  Brothers 
for  refusing  a role  in  "Strawberry  Blonde." 

Two  hundred  justices  of  the  peace  and 
their  constables,  attending  the  California 
Justices  of  the  Peace  Association  conven- 


tion, were  guests  at  M-G-M  studios. 

It  must  have  been  a refreshing  experi- 
ence for  the  boys  in  the  publicity  depart- 
ment to  say,  “Good  morning.  Judge,”  and 
not  hear  “Thirty  days”  as  a reply. 


Reports  Hedda  Hopper: 

“Incidentally , my  two  Dachshunds  are 
in  the  hospital.  Someone  threw  poisoned 
meat  into  the  garden.” 

Whether  the  tid-bits  were  meant  for  the 
dogs  or  for  Hedda  is  a moot  question. 


It  is  announced  that  Ernst  Lubitsch's  first 
production  under  the  Sol  Lesser  banner  for 
UA  release  will  be  "That  Uncertain  Feeling." 

Messrs.  Lubitsch  and  Lesser  should  exert 
the  utmost  caution  to  prevent  the  picture  title 
from  transmitting  itself  to  exhibitors  as  being 
in  any  way  prophetic. 


Ballyhoodlums  : Perry-Mutuel  Lieber, 
RKO  Radio  Pharaoh  of  Praise,  engineered 
two  previews  extraordinary  in  one  month, 
which  is  some  sort  of  a record.  There 
were  the  collegiate-atmosphered  “Too 
Many  Girls”  at  the  local  Pantages,  and  a 
right  smart  exploitation  job;  and  the 
’Frisco  Bacchanalian  brawl  to  which  “They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted”  debuted. 
There  are  a few  who  suspect  their  Lieber 
was  a bit  confused  as  to  which  title  went 
with  which  picture  and  its  respective  re- 
sultant hilarities  . . . Nat  Tanchuck,  who 
essays  a dual  role  as  public  relations  coun- 
sel for  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference  of 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  and  editor 
of  the  PCCITO  monthly  bulletin,  becomes 
an  impresario.  He  organizes  the  Los 
Angeles  Civic  Theatre;  first  attraction  to 
be  “Desire  Under  the  Elms.”  Tanchuck 
can  now  become  a quadruple-threat  man 
by  portraying  either  of  the  title  roles — de- 
sire, or  the  elm  . . . With  every  studio,  even 
Republic,  specializing  these  days  in  out- 
of-town  premieres  and  previews,  Lou  Lit- 
ton, recently  arrived  from  New  York  to 
buck  up  Monogram’s  ballyhoo  battalion,  is 
faced  with  considerable  of  a problem.  He 
might  stage  a premiere  of  “Queen  of  the 
Yukon”  at  the  Ice  Palace;  or  “The  Ape” 
at  California  Zoological  Gardens. 


Fantasy,  Fuehrer,  Frolic,  Fair 


With  a double-barrelled  blast,  the  force 
of  which  has  seldom  been  excelled.  United 
Artists  completely  dominated  Hollywood’s 
preview  week,  debuting  two  features  which 
bid  fair  to  garner  the  lion’s  share  of  ex- 
hibitor and  public  attention  during  en- 
suing weeks.  Alexander  Korda’s  “The  Thief 
of  Bagdad”  and  Charles  Chaplin’s  long- 
awaited  “The  Great  Dictator”  were  the 
pair  of  heavy  bombs  which  UA  impresarios 
unleashed  on  the  film  capital. 

If  one  found  it  necessary  to  describe 
Korda’s  vehicle  in  one  word,  that  word 
would  be — magic.  The  producer  took  the 
mythical  magic  of  an  Arabian  Nights 
fairytale,  applied  thereto  the  modern  magic 
of  motion  picture  making  and  delivers  to 
show  business  that  marvelous  magic — a 
film  which  has  the  universal  appeal  to 
open  wide  the  purses  of  all  theatre  patrons, 
young  and  old,  enthusiastic  and  skeptical. 
True,  the  picture  is  unadulterated  fantasy 
— but  it  attains  a new  and  unbelievable 
high  in  that  category,  surpassing  anything 
of  its  kind  ever  before  attempted,  with 
either  living  actors  or  the  more  flexible 
pen-and-ink  characters.  So  many  are  its 


wonders  that  spectators  forget  completely 
that  they  are  viewing  fabulous  people  and 
events.  There  is  a definite  story,  one  with 
suspense,  romance  and  action  in  quantities 
as  bountiful  as  can  be  found  in  any  mod- 
ern screenplay.  And  among  its  greatest 
assets  is  technical  perfection.  Back- 
grounds, both  natural  and  man-made,  beg- 
gar description,  their  beauties  and  magni- 
tude being  accentuated  through  Techni- 
color photography,  which  was  never  more 
tellingly  and  advantageously  applied. 
Amazing  scenes,  compounded  through  trick 
and  transparency  photography,  follow  one 
on  the  heels  of  another  in  such  rapid  suc- 
cession that  they  will  leave  audiences  gas- 
ping. Virtually  every  other  detail  is  of 
equal  excellence.  The  cast,  although  com- 
paratively unimportant  when  the  ensem- 
ble’s sweeping  scope  is  considered,  was 
wisely  selected  and  is  definitely  satisfac- 
tory. Credited  as  associate  producers  are 
Zoltan  Korda  and  William  Cameron  Men- 
zies;  while  three  men — Ludwig  Berger, 
Michael  Powell  and  Tim  Whelan — shared 
honors  as  the  directors. 

The  first  picture  in  which  Chaplin 


speaks  has  its  moments — great  moments. 
Sufficient  in  number  to  have  elevated  any 
ordinary  feature  into  the  better  entertain- 
ment brackets.  That  it  will  enjoy  profit- 
able patronage  is  virtually  certain.  The 
power  of  Chaplin’s  name  and  the  wide- 
spread curiosity  which  a tremendous  pre- 
release buildup  has  engendered  should  as- 
sure that.  It  seems  safe,  however,  to  pre- 
dict that  “The  Great  Dictator”  cannot 
hope  to  roll  up  the  precedentally  stagger- 
ing grosses  which  have  been  the  fortunate 
lot  of  past  Chaplin  efforts. 

The  producer-writer-director-star,  and 
Chaplin  takes  credit  in  all  these  depart- 
ments, gave  himself  an  unusually  tough 
assignment.  His  picture  essays  to  be  a 
plea  for  peace,  tolerance  and  neighborly 
love.  The  approach  to  such  treatment  is 
through  the  portals  of  comedy  and  ridicule, 
highlighted,  of  course,  by  the  conditions 
which  prevail  in  a wartorn  and  hate-be- 
ridden  world.  Chaplin  surrounded  him- 
self thespically  with  a sterling  supporting 
cast;  outstanding  among  whom  is  Jack 
Oakie  in  a splendid  burlesque  characteriza- 
( Continued  on  page  41) 
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Ifol  iifw  ood — 

— Pe  rsonnelities 


Barnstormers 

20th  Century-Fox 

TYRONE  POWER  set  to  make  personal  ap- 
pearances in  connection  with  the  opening  of  his 
latest  starrer,  “The  Mark  of  Zorro,”  in  Cincin- 
nati November  1. 

Blur her  s 

Metro 

OLIVER  GARVER,  of  trailer  department,  pulls 
out  for  Chicago  on  a two-week  trip  to  visit 
relatives. 

Edward  Small 

MURPHY  MoHENRY'  checks  out  for  Kansas 
City  on  a ten-day  trip  visiting  United  Artists 
exchanges  in  connection  with  “Kit  Carson,”  now 
in  release,  and  Small’s  forthcoming  “Son  of  Monte 
Cristo.” 

MARGARET  ETTINGER  heads  for  New  York 
for  a two-week  trip  combining  business  and  pleas- 
ure. 

Walter  Wanger 

JOHN  LeROY  JOHNSTON  leaves  for  San  An- 
tonio and  Dallas,  thence  to  New  York,  plug- 
ging “The  Long  Voyage  Home.”  He  will  return 
in  mid-November. 

Warner  Bros. 

IKMNG  Rl'IJINE  joins  MARTY  WKISER,  ex- 

change  exploitation  man,  in  Tacoma  to  coordi- 
nate activities  connected  with  the  “Tugboat  An- 
nie Sails  Again”  premiere  there. 

Addition  of  two  new  members  to  the  studio 
publicity  staff  necessitates  several  personnel  shifts 
and  reallocation  of  duties.  Joining  the  depart- 
ment are  JERRY'  HOFFMAN,  former  screen 
writer  and  associate  producer  for  20th  Century- 
Fox,  who  will  serve  as  planter  for  gossip  col- 
umns: and  SAM  CLARK,  previously  an  exploiteer 
attached  to  the  Pacific  Coast  exchanges.  Clark 
assumes  duties  of  contact  man  for  the  down- 
town daily  newspapers.  LES  >LYSON,  who  for- 
merly handled  chores  assigned  to  Clark,  joins 
ALEX  EVALOVE  on  mail  feature  services.  MARTY 
WEISER  supplants  Clark  as  exchange  exploiteer. 

Brieiies 

Soundies  Pictures  Corp. 

N.  H.  BROWER  joins  Staff  as  executive  as- 
sistant to  President  James  Roosevelt.  Brower 
was  formerly  Los  Angeles  exchange  manager  for 
Warner. 

CleHers 

Metro 

ROGER  EDENS  and  GUS  KAHN  complete 
music  and  lyrics,  respectively,  for  “Riding  the 
Range,”  which  John  Carroll  sings  in  “Go  West.” 

DAVID  SNELL  to  conduct  musical  score  for 
"Maisie  Was  a Lady.” 

CASTEENUOVO  TEBESCO,  symphony  com- 
poser, joins  music  department  under  contract  to 
compose  original  themes. 

Monogram 

EDDIE  ILAY'  set  as  musical  director  on  the 
Frankie  Darro  vehicle.  “Y'ou’re  Out  of  Luck.” 

EDDIE  KAY  scoring  “Phantom  of  Chinatown.” 

Meggers 

William  Hawks 

LEWIS  MILESTONE  to  an  untitled  Ronald 
Colman  starrer  for  RKO  Radio  release. 

Metro 

ROY'  ROAVLAND  to  “You,  the  People!”  a Crime 
Does  Not  Pay  short. 

NORMAN  TALROG  and  SAM  ZIMBALIST, 
both  former  cutters,  chosen  to  author  articles  in 
the  1940  yearbook  of  the  Society  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Film  Editors.  Foreword  was  written  by 
FRANK  CAPRA. 

Monogram 

EDWARD  DAIVTRY'K  to  “Her  Father's  Daugh- 
ter,” which  I.  E.  Chadwick  will  produce. 

Republic 

AA’ILLIAM  MOR(itAN,  boosted  from  post  as 
film  editor,  to  debut  as  pilot  on  “Bowery  Boy,” 
rolling  October  21  with  Armand  Schaefer  pro- 
ducing. 

Universal 

RENE  CLAIR  to  “The  Countess  of  New  Or- 


leans,” forthcoming  Marlene  Dietrich  starrer, 
which  Joe  Pasternak  will  produce  from  a script 
by  Norman  Krasna. 

Warner  Bros. 

BEN  STOLOFF  to  “She  Stayed  Kissed,”  for 
Producer  Harlan  Thompson,  as  his  first  assign- 
ment under  a new  term  deal. 

B.  REEVES  EASON  to  “Ain’t  Rio  Grand,”  mu- 
sical short  in  Technicolor.  Jack  Scholl  is  script- 
ing. 

Options 

Metro 

IRA’ING  BACON  draws  featured  role  in  “Flight 
Command.” 

WALTER  CATLETT  given  featured  character 
role  in  “Wild  Man  of  Borneo.” 

JACKIE  COOPER  draws  a topline  in  “Ziegfeld 
Girl.” 

C.  AUBREY  SMITH  signed  for  a featured  role 
in  “Maisie  Was  a Lady.” 

Paramount 

MARTHA  O’DRISCOLL,  featured  player,  given 
long-term  contract.  Her  first  assignment  will  be 
in  the  Barbara  Stanwyck-Henry  Fonda  co-starrer, 
“Lady  Eve,”  to  be  directed  by  Preston  Sturges. 

SUSANNA  FOSTER,  juvenile  actress-singer, 
held  for  another  year. 

Republic 

CAROL  HUGHES  signed  to  play  opposite  Roy 
Rogers  in  “Border  Legion,”  which  Joe  Kane  is 
producing  and  directing. 

JANE  FRAZEE  ticketed  for  three  more  pic- 
tures following  her  screen  debut  in  “Melody  and 
Moonlight.” 

Harry  Sherman 

AVILLIAM  BOY'D  given  new  contract  wherein 
he  wdll  portray  the  title  role  in  the  “Hopalong 
Cassidy”  westerns  as  long  as  the  series  lives  at 
the  boxoffice. 

20th  Century-Fox 

AKLINE  JUDGE  given  term  acting  contract. 

Universal 

CHARLES  LANG,  featured  player,  signs  term 
pact. 

ROY'  HARRIS,  Little  Theatre  actor,  wins  term 
contract. 

Warner  Bros. 

MOLFtiANG  KEINHAKDT,  associate  producer, 
given  new  contract.  His  next  will  be  “Adopted 
Daughter.” 

SONNY'  BUPP  wins  juvenile  role  in  “She 
Couldn’t  Say  No,”  featuring  Roger  Pryor  and 
Eve  Arden. 

GENE  LOCKHART  signed  for  a supporting  role 
in  “The  Sea  Wolf,”  to  star  Edward  G.  Robinson, 
George  Raft  and  Ida  Lupino. 

ANNE  FROELICK,  former  writer’s  secretary, 
boosted  to  scripting  berth  on  a term  deal. 

Percenteers 

MILTON  BEECHEK  resigns  post  as  assistant 
to  Kenneth  McKenna.  M-G-M  story  editor,  to 
become  story  editor  for  the  Sam  Jaffe  agency. 
He  replaces  Mary  Baker,  taking  an  indefinite 
leave  of  absence. 


Scripters 

Samuel  Bronston 

ERNEST  VAJDA  to  “Martin  Eden,"  from  the 
Jack  London  novel. 

Columbia 

ROBERT  LIVELY  to  “Show  Business,”  which 
Sidney  Salkow  will  direct  for  Producer  Irving 
Starr. 

SIDNEY  BUCHMAN  to  “A  Cool  Million.”  Sam 
Bischoff  produces. 

LAMBERT  HILLYER  to  “Wild  Bill  Hits  the 
Trail,”  a Bill  Elliott  sagebrusher. 

KAREN  DE  WOLF  to  “Blondie  Goes  to  the 
Dogs.” 

Sam  Katzman 

GEORGE  PLYMFTON  teamed  with  AVIUUIAM 
LIVELY  on  an  untitled  “East  Side  Kids”  fea- 
ture with  a CCC  background,  to  be  filmed  for 
Monogram  release. 

Metro 

EDDIE  3IORAN  and  JACK  JEVNE  teamed  on 


“Devil  Face,”  which  Milton  Bren  will  produce 
as  a Wallace  Beery  starrer. 

CARL  DUDLEY  to  “Immigration,”  next  “Crime 
Does  Not  Pay”  short. 

Monogram 

ADELE  C03IANDINI  completes  “Her  Father’s 
Daughter,”  from  the  Gene  Stratton  Porter  novel, 
whii.h  I.  E.  Chadwick  will  produce. 

Paramount 

HENRY  JfYERS  to  “Kiss  the  Boys  Goodbye.” 

RKO  Radio 

RICHARD  TAL3IADGE  signed  as  comedy  con- 
structionist on  “Three  Girls  and  a Gob,”  which 
Harold  Lloyd  is  producing. 

Republic 

ANTHONY  COLDEWAY  polishing  "Wyoming 
Wildcat,”  next  Don  Barry  western.  George 
Sherman  will  produce  and  direct. 

TOM  KILPATRICK  polishing  “Gangs  of  Kan- 
.sas  City”  for  Producer  Armand  Schaefer. 

TAYLOR  CAVEN  and  EWART  ADAMSON  to 
“Petticoat  Politics,”  forthcoming  “Higgins  Fam- 
ily” comedy  which  Robert  North  will  produce. 

20th  Century-Fox 

CHARLES  BENNETT  to  “Accent  on  Love”  for 
Producer  Harry  Joe  Brown. 

JO  SVVERLING  to  “Blood  and  Sand,”  forth- 
coming Tyrone  Power  vehicle.  Robert  Kane  will 
produce. 

Universal 

ELAINE  RY'AN  to  “Mermaids  in  Distress,” 
from  an  original  by  Alexander  Kennedi,  which 
Vaughn  Paul  will  produce  as  his  first  assignment. 

ALEX  GOTTLIEB  to  “Who’s  Crazy  Now,” 
Hugh  Herbert  starrer,  for  Producer  Ken  Gold- 
•smith. 

Warner  Bros. 

M.  COATES  WEBSTER  to  “Knockout,”  which 
will  feature  Wayne  Morris. 

CHARLES  TEDFORD  to  “Look  Out  for  Hap- 
piness.” William  Jacobs  will  produce. 

GERTRUDE  PURCELL  to  “Thirty  Days  Hath 
September.” 

ROBERT  BUCKNER  completes  “Out  of  Gas,” 
from  the  Charles  Nordhoff-James  Hall  novel,  and 
checks  off  the  lot  for  a short  vacation. 

JACK  SCHOLL  to  “The  Romance  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi,” two-reel  musical  which  Gordon  Hol- 
lingshead  will  produce. 

Story  Buys 

Metro 

“Mrs.  Miniver,”  novel  by  Jan  Struther,  to  star 
Greer  Garson.  Sidney  Franklin  will  produce  from 
a script  being  prepared  by  James  Hilton  and  R.  C. 
Sherriff. 

Universal 

“Mermaid  in  Distress,”  by  Alexander  G.  Kennedi. 

Technically 

Metro 

LEONARD  SMITH  to  photograph  the  untitled 
Spencer  Tracy  starrer  based  on  the  life  of  Dr. 
Ephraim  McDowell,  pioneer  surgeon. 

OLIVER  MARSH  photographing  “Wild  Man 
of  Borneo,”  the  Frank  Morgan  starrer  which 
Robert  Sinclair  is  directing. 

KARL  FREUND  photographing  “Keeping  Com- 
pany.” S.  Sylvan  Simon  directs  for  Producer 
Samuel  Marx. 

ART  SMITH  set  as  production  manager  on 
“Keeping  Company.” 

RICHARD  DUCE  named  unit  art  director  on 
“The  Happiest  Man  on  Earth,”  a one-reeler 
starring  Paul  Kelly. 

BERT  SFURLIN  named  special  production  as- 
sistant on  “Wild  Man  of  Borneo.” 

Monogram 

FRED  JACKMAN  JR.  to  photograph  “You’re 
Out  of  Luck,”  Frankie  Darro  starrer  which  Linds- 
ley  Parsons  will  produce. 

Paramount 

HAKKY'  UINDGREN  set  as  sound  mixer  on 
“Lady  Eve.” 

Warner  Bros. 

HAROUD  McLERNON  to  edit  “She  Couidn't 
Say  No.” 

IRVING  RAPPER  assigned  to  direct  dialogue 
on  “The  Sea  Wolf,”  which  begins  production 
November  1. 

JACK  SULLIVAN  named  assistant  director  on 
“January  Heights.” 

CLARENCE  KOLSTER  editing  “The  Lady  With 
Red  Hair.” 

JAMES  GIBBON  to  edit  “South  of  Suez.” 

FRED  RICHARDS  and  THOMAS  RICHARDS 
editing  “Carnival”  and  “She  Couldn’t  Say  No” 
respectively. 
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Community  Chest  Is 
Getting  Attention 


Determined  that  its  part  in  the  Los 
Angeles  Community  Chest  campaign  shall 
reflect  as  favorably  to  Hollywood’s  credit 
as  did  its  participation  in  the  Red  Cross 
drive  some  months  ago,  studio  Community 
Chest  officials  imder  the  chairmanship  of 
Louis  B.  Mayer  have  taken  two  proposals 
under  consideration — both  of  which,  it  is 
believed,  will  aid  the  industry  in  doing  its 
part  toward  raising  the  Los  Angeles  quota 
of  $2,704,000: 

1.  A mass  meeting  to  be  held  in  all 
studios,  probably  November  4,  similar  to 
that  staged  for  the  Red  Cross  drive,  with 
prominent  stars  to  appear  at  each  plant 
and  on  a Community  Chest  radio  program. 

2.  Production  of  a short  subject  depict- 
ing Chest  activities,  needs  and  examples  of 
worthy  cases. 

Both  proposals  were  made  at  a dinner- 
meeting honoring  Mayer  and  attended  by 
some  60  representatives  of  various  crafts, 
unions  and  Guilds.  Speakers  included 
Mayer,  Samuel  Goldwyn,  chairman  of 
Hollywood’s  permanent  charities  commit- 
tee: Joseph  Schenck,  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
Frank  Capra,  Edward  Arnold,  Sheridan 
Gibney,  J.  W.  Gillette,  Bert  Allenberg  and 
C.  G.  Cooper. 

Just  previous  to  the  dinner  session  the 
major  studio  publicity  directors  met  with 
Jock  Lawrence,  public  relations  counsel 
for  the  producers  association,  to  map  plans 
for  cooperating  with  Mayer  in  the  drive. 

The  campaign  got  underway  officially  in 
the  Los  Angeles  territory  October  15. 

Tentative  plans  for  industry  cooperation 
in  the  Community  Chest  campaign  were 
molded  into  final  form  at  a limcheon 
meeting  of  studio  and  Guild  executives  in 
charge  of  collections,  called  for  October  15 
with  Chairman  Louis  B.  Mayer  in  charge. 
Those  attending  included  Edward  Arnold 
and  Kenneth  Thomson,  Screen  Actors 
Guild;  Bert  Allenberg,  Artists’  Managers 
Guild;  J.  P.  McGowan,  Screen  Directors 
Guild;  William  Koenig  and  Fred  S.  Meyer, 
20th  Century-Fox;  Ted  Thornton,  Edward 
Small  Productions;  George  Bagnall,  Alex- 
ander Korda  Productions ; Reeves  Espy,  for 
Samuel  Goldwyn;  Gunther  Lessing,  Disney 
Studios;  B.  B.  Kahane,  Columbia;  A.  H. 
McCausland,  Universal;  E.  H.  Goldstein, 
Republic;  Barney  Briskin,  for  Sol  Lesser; 
Eddie  Selzer,  Warner;  Danny  Winkler, 
RKO  Radio;  Henry  Ginsberg,  Paramount; 
Frank  Seltzer,  Hal  Roach;  Don  Chambers, 
Community  Chest;  Harry  Rapf,  M-G-M, 
and  Jock  Lawrence,  producers  association. 


Metro  Shorts  Department 
Schedule  Well  Advanced 

M-G-M ’s  short  subject  department  is 
well  advanced  on  its  1940-41  schedule. 
Completed  to  date  are: 

Two  of  Pete  Smith’s  14  one-reel  Special- 
ties, with  two  others  now  in  work;  one  of 
John  Nesbitt’s  nine  Passing  Parades;  four 
of  Carey  Wilson’s  one-reel  Miniatures; 
three  of  nine  Our  Gang  one-reel  comedies; 
three  of  18  Technicolor  cartoons,  and  four 
of  12  James  A.  FitzPatrick  Traveltalks. 

Judy  Canova  Starrer  for 
Producer  Albert  Cohen 

Next  production  assignment  at  Repub- 
lic for  Albert  Cohen,  who  doubles  as 
studio  story  editor,  will  be  the  Judy  Can- 
ova  starrer,  “Puddin’  Head.”  Jack  Town- 
ley  and  Milt  Gross  are  doing  the  screen- 
play. 
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(Continued  from  page  39) 
tion  as  Napaloni,  dictator  of  Bacteria — 
obviously  Mussolini.  Technical  credits, 
too,  are  beyond  reproach. 

* ♦ * 

On  a less  competitive  agendum  any  one 
of  the  following  three  good  pictures  might 
have  rated  more  attention: 

Universal  has  a solid  piece  of  family  en- 
tertainment in  “A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven,” 
in  which  quaint,  captivating  little  Gloria 
Jean  sings  like  a meadowlark  and  rings  the 
bell  as  an  adolescent  actress.  Producer 
Joe  Pasternak  has  shaped  a showmanlike 
blend  of  comedy,  heart-tugs  and  delightful 
music  which  should  register  tellingly  wher- 
ever audiences  are  looking  for  wholesome, 
human  entertainment.  Daniel  Taradash, 
Gertrude  Purcell  and  Harold  Goldman 
tailored  an  excellent  script  from  an  origi- 
nal story  by  the  late  Grover  Jones.  Andrew 
Marton  did  a bang-up  job  in  his  American 
directorial  bow. 

Assembling  a cast  of  noteworthy  screen 
and  radio  names,  Republic  concocted  a 
thoroughly  entertaining  musical  extrava- 
ganza, “Hit  Parade  of  1941.”  Sol  C.  Siegel’s 
production  embellishments  indicate  no  ex- 
pense was  spared  in  creating  a vehicle 
equipped  to  stand  up  with  the  best  of  them 
as  mirthful,  melodious  fare.  Original 
script  by  Bradford  Ropes,  F.  Hugh  Her- 
bert and  Maurice  Leo  is  tailored  to  a light- 
hearted, mirthful  mood  and  John  H.  Auer 
attuned  his  direction  to  the  same  tempo. 

Creditable  performances  by  a hard- 
working cast,  able  production  and  direc- 
tion by  A.  M.  Botsford  and  Louis  King  re- 
spectively, and  an  alleviating  dose  of  com- 
edy elevate  Paramount’s  “Moon  Over 
Burma”  above  the  mediocre  status  to 
which  a rather  stereotyped  story  might 
have  relegated  it.  Feature  has  plenty  of  ac- 
tion and  may  be  catalogued  as  acceptable 
program  material.  Frank  Wead,  W.  P. 
Lipscomb  and  Harry  Clork  scripted  from 
Wilson  Collison’s  original. 

♦ # sfc 

In  quantity,  at  least.  Monogram  kept 
pace  with  United  Artists,  submitting  two 
among  the  total  of  seven. 

“Trailing  Double  Trouble,”  second 
George  Weeks  production  featuring  the 
“Range  Busters,”  in  all  probability  won’t 
be  a record-buster  at  the  boxoffice.  Pro- 
duced in  the  low-budget  brackets,  it  veers 
from  the  routine  only  in  that  a gravel  de- 
posit, in  place  of  the  customary  rustlers, 
furnishes  the  motivation  for  the  heroics 
and  villainy.  S.  Roy  Luby  directed  from 
Oliver  Drake’s  script.  George  Plympton 
wrote  the  original. 

Highly  acceptable  as  supporting  material 
is  “The  Ape,”  in  which  the  horror  element 
indicated  by  the  title  and  the  presence  of 
Boris  Karloff  as  star,  was  largely  elimin- 
ated. Suspense  and  story  values  were  not 
sacrificed,  however.  Scott  R.  Dunlap  pro- 
duced with  William  Lackey  as  his  asso- 
ciate: William  Nigh  imparted  competent 
direction  and  Richard  Carroll  and  Kurt 
Siodmak  wrote  a commendable  screenplay. 


Warner  Shorts  Schedule 
Complete  in  November 

Warner  will  have  finished  its  1940-41 
shorts  program,  comprising  45  subjects, 
in  November  with  the  filming  of  two  more 
films,  establishing  a studio  record  for  com- 
pletion of  its  announced  schedule.  Wind- 
ing up  the  program  will  be  “Wings  of 
Steel”  and  “Minstrel  Days.”  Gordon  Hol- 
lingshead  is  production  supervisor. 


Opposing  Electioneers 
Schedule  a Debate 


Presidential  campaign  issues,  insofar  as 
they  are  interpreted  by  screen  stars  and 
other  members  of  the  industry,  will  be 
aired  in  a public  debate  to  be  staged  some 
time  within  the  next  two  weeks,  possibly 
in  the  Hollywood  Bowl. 

That  is  the  latest  development  in  the 
film  colony’s  increasingly  active  interest 
in  the  forthcoming  election,  the  Holly- 
wood for  Roosevelt  organization  having 
accepted  the  challenge  of  the  Republican 
We  the  People  Committee  to  meet  them 
in  a verbal  battle. 

The  debate  invitation,  extended  by 
Robert  Montgomery,  was  accepted  for  Pat 
O’Brien,  chairman  of  the  Roosevelt  group, 
by  Ralph  Block.  Efforts  will  be  made  to 
have  the  event  broadcast.  Block  said. 

Douglas  Goes  East 

While  O’Brien  will  be  out  of  town  and 
unable  to  participate  in  the  debate,  the 
Roosevelt  supporters’  team  will  be  selected 
from  a panel  of  names  including  Miriam 
Hopkins,  Walter  Huston,  Edward  G.  Rob- 
inson, Thomas  Mitchell,  Walter  Wanger, 
John  Ford,  Frank  Capra  and  others.  De- 
tails are  to  be  set  at  a conference  between 
heads  of  the  rival  political  groups  shortly. 

Other  activities; 

A Hollywood  for  Roosevelt  First  Voter’s 
Committee  has  been  formed,  with  Priscilla 
Lane  as  its  head  and  comprising  Betty 
Grable,  Jane  Wyman,  Peggy  Moran  and 
Rosemary  Lane.  Pat  O’Brien  and  Claude 
Raines  were  featured  on  the  first  in  a series 
of  14  quarter-hour  broadcasts  to  be  aired 
over  KFWB  by  the  Roosevelt  group. 

Melvyn  Douglas  of  the  Hollywood  for 
Roosevelt  group  leaves  next  week  to  make 
a series  of  political  addresses  in  behalf  of 
the  President  and  his  running-mate,  Henry 
A.  Wallace.  Douglas  is  scheduled  to  speak 
in  New  York,  Massachusetts  and  Pennsyl- 
vania under  auspices  of  the  La  Guardia- 
Norris  Committee  of  Independent  Voters. 


New  Metro  Series  to  Star 
Rutherford  and  Shelton 

Trials,  tribulations  and  adventures  of  a 
young  couple  are  to  be  related  in  a new 
M-G-M  series  co-featuring  Ann  Ruther- 
ford and  John  Shelton,  with  the  first  ve- 
hicle, “Keeping  Company,”  now  before  the 
cameras.  It  will  see  them  safely  married. 

S.  Sylvan  Simon  is  directing  for  Pro- 
ducer Samuel  Marx  from  a story  by  Her- 
man Mankiewicz.  Virginia  Weidler  is  set 
for  the  series  to  portray  Miss  Rutherford’s 
kid  sister. 

Yates  Approves  Building 
Of  Two  Sound  Stages 

Republic  has  received  approval  from 
Herbert  Yates,  now  in  New  York,  to  launch 
production  of  two  new  sound  stages  and  a 
block  of  dressing  rooms,  to  be  built  on  a 
40-acre  plot  acquired  by  the  company 
some  time  ago.  The  building  program, 
scheduled  to  start  a year  ago,  was  post- 
poned when  war  broke  out.  According  to 
studio  spokesmen,  however.  Republic  is  in 
sounder  financial  condition  now  than  it 
was  at  that  time  and  a heavy  production 
schedule  calls  for  increased  facilities. 


Forthcoming  "Blondie" 

Forthcoming  in  Columbia’s  “Blondie” 
series  is  “Blondie  Goes  to  the  Dogs.”  Karen 
De  Wolf  has  been  assigned  to  the  script. 
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"Tugboal  Annie"  Day 
Made  Annual  Evenl 


Seattle — Extending  a cordial  invitation 
to  Seattle  citizenry  to  join  the  celebra- 
tion of  Tugboat  Annie  Day,  Friday,  Octo- 
ber 18,  Mayor  Harry  Cain  of  Tacoma 
officially  designated  the  celebration  as  an 
annual  event. 

The  present  ceremonies,  which  will  be 
highlighted  by  the  world  premiere  and  the 
visit  of  the  stars  of  “Tugboat  Annie  Sails 
Again,”  mark  the  tenth  birthday  of  Nor- 
man Reilly  Raine’s  fictional  character. 

According  to  Raine,  his  first  “Tug- 
boat Annie”  story  was  written  in  1930 
when  he  was  a resident  at  the  Washing- 
ton Athletic  Club  in  Seattle. 

“Tugboat  Annie  belongs  to  no  one  city,” 
said  Mayor  Cain.  “She  typifies  the  in- 
domitable spirit  which  has  made  the  Puget 
Sound  shipping  outstanding  in  world  nav- 
igation. While  the  character  was  inspired 
by  Thea  Foss  of  Tacoma,  the  issue  in- 
volved is  a broader  one  which  reflects 
only  credit  upon  Seattle,  Olympia,  Brem- 
erton and  other  Puget  Sound  ports.” 

Ai-riving  from  Hollywood  will  be  Mar- 
jorie Rambeau,  Alan  Hale,  Ronald  Reagan, 
and  Donald  Crisp.  Elaborate  waterfront 
ceremonies  are  now  being  prepared  to  wel- 
come the  stars.  The  Foss  Navigation  Co. 
will  have  some  four  hundred  fishing  boats 
sail  in  formation  into  the  Tacoma  harbor. 
A banquet  will  be  held  for  the  fishing 
fleet  and  a special  midnight  show  of  the 
picture  will  be  held  for  the  fishing  folks 
and  their  friends. 

Ned  Edris,  of  the  Hamrick-Edris  thea- 
tres in  Tacoma,  assisted  by  Bill  Conner, 
have  completed  one  of  the  most  elaborate 
campaigns  ever  put  over  for  any  one  pic- 
ture. The  whole  city  of  Tacoma  will  cele- 
brate from  10  a.  m.  until  after  midnight 
and  the  whole  affair  will  be  covered  by 
national  magazines.  The  Life  magazine 
photographer  is  already  on  hand  and  busy 
taking  “before  ceremony”  shots. 


Louis  Kaplan  to  Build 
A De  Luxe  900-Seater 

Santa  Barbara,  Cal. — Plans  to  construct 
a 900-seat  de  luxe  house  here  are  an- 
nounced by  Louis  Kaplan,  who  at  one 
time  operated  a string  of  theatres  and 
disposed  of  them  in  1930  to  Warner.  He 
will  launch  construction  immediately. 


Correction 

Klamath  Falls,  Ore. — In  a recent  issue 
of  Boxoffice,  it  was  erroneously  reported 
that  the  Pelican  Theatre  here  had  been 
acquired  by  the  T&D  circuit.  The  house  is 
owned  by  Klamath  Theatres,  Inc.,  whose 
president,  R.  M.  Poole,  informs  this  pub- 
lication no  change  in  ownership  or  man- 
agement is  contemplated. 


Elect  McLaglen 

Seattle — Victor  McLaglen,  real  life  and 
motion  picture  soldier,  was  named  na- 
tional president  of  the  Friends  of  Britain, 
Inc.,  an  organization  started  here  to  give 
aid  to  Great  Britain.  McLaglen  has  been 
here  acting  as  auctioneer  at  a banquet 
given  to  raise  money  to  purchase  a fighter 
plane  for  the  British. 


ID)  IE  M V IE  R 

^IRIAM  BRIGGS  and  William  Osten- 
berg  III  will  be  married  in  Denver 
November  8 at  the  St.  Thomas  Episcopal 
Church.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  P.  (Buzz)  Briggs  of  Denver,  where 
he  is  manager  of  the  State  Theatre,  and 
young  Ostenberg  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wm.  Ostenberg  H of  Scottsbluff, 
Neb.,  where  he  owns  several  theatres.  The 
son  is  manager  of  the  Bluffs  in  Scotts- 
bluff, where  the  couple  will  make  their 
home. 

Lou  Hellhorn,  who  for  years  was  mana- 
ger of  the  Orpheum  Theatre  here,  and 
more  recently  manager  of  the  Plaza,  has 
resigned  and  accepted  a post  as  district 
publicity  manager  with  M-G-M  with  head- 
quarters in  Omaha. 

Joe  Gundy,  who  recently  resigned  as 
manager  of  the  Alpine,  is  back  on  the  job. 
He  succeeds  Russ  Millican  . . . Neil  Beez- 
ley  has  sold  the  Grand  at  Littleton,  Colo., 
to  Allen  Thamer,  and  has  moved  to  Den- 
ver where  he  has  been  made  manager  of 
the  Plaza  by  Dave  Cockrill,  owner. 

C.  A.  Mulock,  manager  of  the  Palace, 
Deliver,  is  seriously  ill  following  an  opera- 
tion at  Fitzsimmon  Hospital  . . . Ralph 
Abbott,  representative  of  Jam  Handy  pro- 
ductions, Detroit,  spent  a couple  of  days 
here  on  business  with  their  representative, 
the  Monogram  exchange. 

Lon  T.  Fidler,  Monogram  manager,  left 
for  Dallas,  on  a sales  trip  . . . The  Prin- 
cess at  Crested  Butte,  Colo.,  has  been  sold 
to  R.  G.  Verzuh,  a newcomer  to  the  ter- 
ritory, by  Emil  Fisher  . . . Warner  Gavin 
and  Arthur  Jackson  bought  the  Eaton  at 
Eaton,  Colo.,  from  H.  F.  Lauck. 

R.  F.  Griffith  has  changed  the  name  of 
the  Central  at  Helen,  N.  M.,  to  the  Onate 
. . . Everett  Cole,  owner  of  theatres  at 
Alamosa  and  Del  Norte,  Colo.,  is  running 
for  office  of  state  representative. 

Fox  Intermountain  is  planning  to  open 
their  new  700-seat  Fox  theatre,  costing 
about  $43,000,  at  La  Junta,  Colo.  The  new 
house  is  on  the  site  of  the  old  Rourke 
Theatre,  with  everything  new  except  the 
walls.  The  opening  is  tentatively  set  for 
November  14. 

Si  Saunders,  Fox  Intermountain  booker, 
is  the  daddy  of  a first-born,  an  8-pound 
son. 

Claude  Saunders  of  New  York  has  been 
made  manager  of  the  Fox  Isis  at  Boulder, 
Colo.  . . . Robert  Selig,  manager  of  the 
southern  district  of  Fox  Intermountain,  is 
recuperating  at  home  following  an  opera- 
tion . . . Robert  Spahn  of  Mitchell,  Neb., 
and  R.  M.  Hough,  Imperial,  Neb.,  were  seen 
on  the  Row  during  the  week. 


Rites  lor  Harry  Lampman 
Conducted  in  Seattle 

Seattle — Funeral  services  were  held  this 
week  for  Harry  Lampman,  57,  president  of 
Motion  Picture  Operators  Union,  Local  154. 
He  died  after  several  months  illness. 

He  had  resided  here  for  40  years  and  was 
a charter  member  of  his  local,  one  of  the 
founders.  He  had  held  executive  positions 
ever  since  the  union  was  organized.  For 
the  past  five  years  he  was  president  and 
Central  Labor  council  delegate. 


All  Energies  Into 
Chest  Campaign 


Los  Angeles — All  of  the  energies  of  the 
ITO  of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz.  currently  are 
being  devoted  to  the  Los  Angeles  Com- 
munity Chest  campaign. 

To  be  appointed  shortly  from  among 
ITO  trustees  is  a committee  to  work  with 
the  general  Hollywood  committee  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Louis  B.  Mayer. 

Meantime  Robert  H.  Poole,  ITO  execu- 
tive director,  is  clearing  the  decks  for  the 
expected  landslide  of  funds  to  be  collected 
by  showmen  in  the  territory  and  which 
may  be  cleared  through  the  ITO  instead  of 
directly  to  Community  Chest  headquar- 
ters if  exhibitors  so  desire.  Poole  is  also 
campaigning  to  enlist  every  independent 
theatre  in  this  area  in  the  Chest’s  annual 
drive  for  funds. 

Quota  this  year  is  $2,704,000,  of  which 
the  motion  picture  industry — distribution, 
exhibition  and  production — is  expected  to 
contribute  a substantial  share. 


Legit  Organizer  to  Keep 
His  Job  With  PCCITO 

Los  Angeles — Apparently  Robert  H. 
Poole,  executive  secretary  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  Conference  of  Independent  Theatre 
Owners,  does  not  hold  with  exhibitors  in 
this  territory  who  have  always  considered 
the  legitimate  theatre  as  bemg  in  direct 
competition  with  motion  picture  boxoffices 
— and  frequently  say  so. 

For  Poole,  while  not  definitely  com- 
mittmg  himself,  gave  tacit  approval  to 
stage  enterprises  when  he  disclosed  that 
Nathaniel  Tanchuck — one  of  the  organiz- 
ers and  production  head  of  the  newly- 
formed  Los  Angeles  Civic  Theatre — is  to 
remain  on  the  PCCITO ’s  payroll  as  that 
organization’s  public  relations  counsel  and 
editor  of  its  official  buUetin,  Index. 

Poole  explained  Tanchuck’s  duties  in 
connection  with  the  exhibitor  group’s  ac- 
tivities occupy  only  a small  portion  of  his 
time  and  that  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
Tanchuck  should  not  continue  in  his 
PCCITO  capacities  in  addition  to  his  new 
efforts  to  wean  theatre-goers  away  from 
motion  pictures  and  back  to  the  stage. 

Tanchuck,  who  has  secui'ed  rights  to  Eu- 
gene O’Neill’s  “Desire  Under  the  Elms”  as 
his  first  production,  assumed  the  view- 
point that  stage  presentations  attract  a 
“different”  type  of  entertainment-seeker 
than  do  motion  pictures. 


A Theatre  lor  Veterans 
Is  Built  in  Sawtelle 

Sawtelle,  Cal. — To  exhibit  motion  pic- 
tures twice  weekly,  the  latest  addition  to 
the  Veterans’  Home  here  is  a $190,000 
steel-and-concrete  theatre  with  a seat- 
ing capacity  of  800.  Erected  by  the  Con- 
struction Service  of  the  Veterans’  Admin- 
istration, the  building  was  supervised  by 
Col.  E.  A.  Dixon,  who  will  remain  in 
charge  of  its  operation. 

In  addition  to  regular  seating  facilities, 
space  is  provided  for  two  dozen  wheel- 
chairs for  seriously  disabled  spectators. 


Scripts  One  for  Monogram 

Hollywood — Adele  Comandini  has  com- 
pleted the  script  of  “Her  Father’s  Daugh- 
ter” for  Monogram  from  the  Gene  Strat- 
ton-Porter  novel.  I.  E.  Chadwick  will  pro- 
duce. 
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THE  TRADE  turned  out  en  masse  at  the 
opening  of  Bill  Wolf’s  house,  the  Sun- 
set. Bill,  formerly  manager  of  the  RKO 
exchange  here,  did  a fine  job  of  reno- 
vation and  has  reopened  as  a first  class 
suburban  house.  The  first  show  was  an 
RKO  release. 

Sam  Goldwyn  and  Mrs.  Goldwyn  m 
town  for  the  premiere  of  “The  Westerner” 
at  the  United  Artists.  Goldwyn  was  the 
guest  of  Mayor  Angelo  Rossi  and  was  en- 
tertained at  luncheon  by  the  San  Franeisco 
Newspaper  Publishers  Ass’n.  . . . Chuck 
Bedell,  popular  barker  at  Sally  Rand’s 
Ranch  at  the  Fair  for  the  past  two  years, 
has  gone  to  Hollywood  to  appear  in  the 
Universal  production  of  “Side  Show”  . . . 
Carmen  Owens  has  returned  to  the  Row 
after  a long  absence.  She  is  working  as  an 
inspectress  at  Coast  Pietures. 

National  Theatre  Supply  has  installed 
the  new  fluorescent  carpets  in  the  San 
Carlos  Theatre.  This  type  of  carpet  elim- 
inates aisle  lights,  substituting  “black 
light”  which  brings  out  the  fluorescent 
qualities  of  the  rug. 

United  Artists  held  a trade  showing  of 
the  “Thief  of  Bagdad”  at  the  Alhambra 
on  Thursday  . . . H.  F.  Anderson,  formerly 
city  manager  for  Golden  State  in  Santa 
Cruz,  is  off  to  Portland  to  assume  man- 
agership of  the  Universal  exchange  . . . 
Leo  Reese  has  booked  18  westerns  from 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.  for  his  Rio 
in  Merced  . . . Bill  Cook  has  started  book- 
ing for  his  new  house  in  Winnemucca 
which  will  open  in  the  very  near  future 
. . . “Knute  Rockne”  has  moved  from  the 
Fox  to  the  St.  Francis. 

The  Independent  Theatre  Owners  are 
fighting  the  attempt  to  bring  Daylight 
Saving  Time  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  The 
public  will  vote  on  the  issue  November  5 
and  every  theatre  is  showing  shorts  which 
ridicule  and  generally  lambast  the  idea 
of  more  daylight  hours  per  day.  The  ITO 
met  this  week  to  plan  more  publicity 
against  the  idea  and  since  there  seems 
to  be  little  propaganda  for  the  daylight 
time,  it  now  appears  that  the  voters  might 
veto  the  whole  thing. 

American  Seating  has  contracted  to  re- 
seat six  of  the  Fox  West  Coast  houses 
. . . Al  Lehrman  is  now  with  B.  F.  Shearer 
as  salesman  . . . The  Peters  and  Lehman 
Tower  Theatre  in  Roseville  is  set  for  a 
November  9 opening  . . . Richard  Schmidt, 
War  Department  booker,  on  the  Row  for 
one  of  his  periodic  visits  . . . Bob  Lippert 
to  Los  Angeles  for  Pacific  Premium  busi- 
ness . . . Frank  Soule,  Republic  supervisor , 
to  Portland  after  a two  weeks’  sojourn 
here  . . . Lorene  Ellison  has  replaced  Jac- 
quellyn  Rusch  as  availability  clerk  at  War- 
ners. 

Ed  Stokes  is  vacationing  from  his  East- 
mont  in  Oakland.  Eddie  is  taking  in  the 
sights  at  Boulder  Dam  and  vicinity  . . . 
Vera  Pavlou  will  replace  Paula  Silverstein 
as  secretary  to  Al  Shmitkin.  Paula  goes 
to  Denver  to  take  up  the  duties  of  house- 
wife . . . Warner  previewed  “Dispatch 
Prom  Reuters”  on  Monday  . . . Helen  Ben- 
nett was  absent  from  her  desk  at  Mono- 
gram this  week  due  to  illness  . . . The 
T&D  has  booked  “Eddie’s  Advershow”  to 
play  once  a week  . . . Doc  Henning  checked 
in  from  Portland  and  Seattle  after  a 
month’s  trip. 

The  “Baker’s  Wife”  has  been  doing  a fine 
business  at  the  Piedmont  in  Oakland  . . . 
November  2 is  moving  day  for  United  Art- 


ists. They  move  into  their  new  quarters 
on  the  ground  floor  of  the  Paramount  ex- 
change . . . Republic  has  booked  “Melody 
and  Moonlight”  into  the  Warfield  . . . 
Jimmy  O’Neal  of  the  Seattle  office  of  the 
Automatic  Candy  Co.,  renewing  acquaint- 
ances on  the  Row. 

Booking  on  the  Row:  Bill  Wagner,  El 
Campanile,  Antioch;  Lou  Marks,  Rialto, 
Sacramento;  Fred  Hatcher,  Dos  Palos,  Dos 
Palos;  R.  E.  Degner,  Winters,  Winters; 
Tom  Bellessis,  Roxy,  Stockton;  Walter 
Cree,  El  Rey,  Tulare;  Allen  Douglas,  Lake, 
Lower  Lake;  George  Thompson,  Hart, 
Ferndale;  Arthur  Leino,  Lemoore,  Lemoore. 

The  stork  made  three  landings  amidst 
Filmrow  folk  last  week.  Herman  Cohen  of 
the  United  Artists  Theatre  became  a 
grandpappy,  and  Charlie  Schlaifer  of  the 
same  house  is  the  proud  father  of  a daugh- 
ter. Herb  Bluechel  of  the  East  Bay  Blue- 
chels  also  is  handing  out  cigars  m honor 
of  the  new  little  girl  at  his  house. 

Prosperity  is  in  view  for  Monterey  and 
Salinas  houses.  Camp  Ord,  the  national 
guard  barracks,  is  overflowing  with  70,000 
soldiers  and  motion  pictures  appears  to  be 
their  best  entertainment.  There  are  four 
houses  in  Salinas  and  it  is  expected  an- 
other will  be  rushed  to  handle  the  boys 
who  wish  to  spend  their  leisure  moments 
watching  the  screen. 
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^LTHOUGH  Salt  Lake  and  Ogden  bank 
debits  dropped  slightly  in  September 
from  a year  ago,  Boise  posted  a gain.  Salt 
Lake  department  stores  and  building  ac- 
tivities, as  well  as  those  in  most  parts  of 
the  mountain  states,  were  somewhat  high- 
er during  September  . . . Manager  C.  Clare 
Woods  of  the  Capitol  has  an  attractive 
lobby  display  for  “River’s  End,”  made  with 
the  use  of  real  fir  trees  . . . Gordon  the 
Great  is  announced  as  a special  stage  at- 
traction at  the  local  Paramount  by  Mana- 
ger Norman  Sprowl  in  conjunction  with 
the  showing  of  “Our  Town.”  The  “mental 
wizard”  boasts  of  being  the  only  psychic 
ever  to  be  called  to  the  White  House  to 
give  a reading — by  the  late  Calvin 
Coolidge. 

Joe  Lawrence’s  Rialto  is  holding  over 
RKO’s  “Lucky  Partners”  . . . Members  of 
the  Intermountain  Theatre  Ass’n  met  in 
Salt  Lake  City  at  the  Hotel  Newhouse,  with 
President  John  Rugar  presiding.  Rugar  is 
a Park  City,  Utah,  exhibitor  . . . “Skeeter” 
Palmer,  accordion  virtuoso,  pianist  and 
baritone,  begins  an  indefinite  engagement 
soon  at  the  Hotel  Utah  here  . . . “Boom 
Town”  is  in  its  fifth  week  at  the  Studio 
. . . Manager  Sam  Gardner  of  M-G-M 
here  is  down  for  a trek  into  the  north  of 
the  Intermountain  region  . . . Thirty  Og- 
den students  participated  in  a demon- 
stration of  visual  education  at  a meeting 
of  the  audio-visual  education  section  of 
the  Utah  Education  Ass’n  here.  They  dem- 
onstrated how  visual  treatment  drama- 
tized social  science. 

Joe  Soloman  reported  a successful  trip 
throughout  Idaho  with  his  United  Artists 
product  . . . Manager  Tony  Hartford  of 
the  local  UA  branch  recently  concluded 
a sales  trip  of  Montana,  with  Walt  Millar. 
“Kit  Carson”  is  being  especially  well  re- 
ceived . . . Salt  Lake  welcomed  back  Nor- 
man Sprowl  as  manager  of  the  Paramount 


S.  S.  Mallard  opened  the  Tivoli  here  with 
“The  Condemned”  . . . Ken  Hodkinson 
was  down  from  Oregon  to  visit  his  friends 
on  the  Row  . . . Jack  Tillman  off  to  Los 
Angeles  to  attend  the  Columbia  managers’ 
meeting  . . . Jacquelyn  Rusch  is  leaving 
her  biller’s  desk  at  Warner’s  to  work  for 
the  newspaper  in  Redwood  City  . . . Ralph 
Pries  has  moved  up  to  assistant  purchas- 
ing agent  at  National  Theatre  Supply. 
Ralph  is  a comparative  newcomer  to  San 
Francisco,  coming  from  Atlanta  about  six 
months  ago. 

Negotiations  between  the  new  owners  of 
the  T&D  in  Oakland  and  the  various 
unions,  indicate  that  a stage  show  is  slated 
for  the  house  in  the  near  future  . . . 
Warner  previewed  “Tug  Boat  Annie  Sails 
Again”  . . . The  1940  Opera  season  opened 
October  12  at  the  War  Memorial  Opera 
House.  The  “Marriage  of  Figaro”  was  the 
opening  offering,  with  Ezio  Pinza,  Eliza- 
beth Rethberg  and  John  Brownlee  in  the 
lead  spots. 

A theatre  within  a theatre.  That’s  what 
happened  to  the  Telenews  with  the  com- 
pletion of  a miniature  auditorium,  stage 
and  extra  radio  control  booth  in  the  recre- 
ation room  of  the  house.  The  new  audi- 
torium will  seat  100  and  will  enable  pat- 
rons to  view  radio  shows  being  broadcast 
from  the  new  addition.  Shows  which  will 
be  heard  over  the  national  networks  will 
present  various  radio  and  stage  celebrities. 
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Theatre,  which  reopened  recently.  He  was 
employed  by  Pox  West  Coast  for  ten  years 
and  then  came  to  Salt  Lake  to  work  for 
Intermountain  Theatres.  He  has  been 
manager  of  the  Utah  and  Capitol  theatres 
here,  city  manager  in  Logan,  and  relief 
manager  at  Twin  Falls. 

RKO’s  attractive  publicity  sent  out  na- 
tionally has  just  been  augmented  by  a 
combination  booklet  folder  on  “Too  Many 
Girls.”  It  depicts  cuts  of  the  troupe  on 
stairs  which  attractively  unfold  and  make 
an  interesting  setup  for  the  exhibitor  . . . 
Everything  is  nearing  completion  for  the 
gala  opening  of  the  new  Lake  here.  For- 
merly the  Roxy,  it  will  be  managed  by  Andy 
Floor. 


WANTED 

TO  BUY 

USED  PIPE  ORGAN 

Two  or  three  manual,  suitable  for 
small  auditorium.  Reply  giving  full 
description  of  organ  and  acces- 
sories including  manufacturer  and 
serial  number,  age,  condition  and 
lowest  cash  price  f.  o.  b.  cars 
present  location.  State  fully  if  play- 
able, repairs  or  reconditioning 
needed,  if  any. 

Address:  Box-1292,  BOXOFFICE, 
4804  E.  9th,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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Kenneth  Workman  Places 
First  in  FWC  Campaign 


fJERB  MacINTYRE,  western  district  man- 
ager  for  RKO  Radio,  has  pulled  out  for 
San  Francisco  on  business  . . . Phil  Berg, 
United  Artists  booker,  back  at  his  desk 
after  a two-week  vacation  at  Highland 
Springs  . . . Booking:  Murray  Hawkins  of 
the  Swan  circuit;  Dave  Rector,  Ebell  The- 
atre, Long  Beach;  Erwin  Kanowitz  of  the 
Union. 

Title  of  the  new  Film  Alliance  release, 
"Hell’s  Cargo,”  has  been  changed  to  "Dan- 
gerous Cargo”  . . . Mike  Levinson  has 
booked  "Council  for  Romance,”  French- 
made  film  starring  Danielle  Darrieux,  into 
Fox  West  Coast’s  Santa  Barbara  Theatre 
opening  October  30  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Libby 
(Acorn  Press)  Boone  have  returned  from 
their  Santa  Barbara  honeymoon. 

S.  M.  Pariseau,  Altec’s  western  district 
manager,  in  from  a jaunt  through  the 
northern  territory  . . . Mike  Levinson’s 
“White  Zombie”  opens  at  the  Roxy  down- 
town October  30  for  a week’s  engage- 
ment. 

Fred  Gage,  United  Artists  salesman, 
headed  for  Arizona  on  one  of  his  regular 
trips  through  the  territory  . . . Astor  Pic- 
tures has  acquired  four  early  short  sub- 
jects featuring  Shirley  Temple  for  re- 
lease here,  according  to  Lou  Goldstein. 

“Let  George  Do  It,”  English-made  war 
satire,  was  given  its  Pacific  Coast  preview 
by  Film  Alliance  at  the  Berkeley  in  Berke- 
ley ..  . Booking:  LeRoy  A.  Pawley,  Desert, 
Indio;  Ben  Bronstein  of  the  Bronstein 
circuit;  Philip  Greenbaum,  operator  of 
the  Castle  and  Mecca  theatres. 

Harry  Stern  of  Film  Alliance  in  from  a 
San  Francisco  business  jaunt  . . . Jerry 
Safron,  western  district  manager  for  Co- 
lumbia, checked  out  for  Tucson  on  a sell- 
ing trip  ...  A Filmrow  visitor  was  Jimmy 
(Schnozzle)  Durante,  who  dropped  in  for 
a chat  with  Louis  Cohen,  local  realtor. 

John  Ludwig,  operator  of  the  Melvan  in 
Hollywood,  has  returned  from  a trip  to 
Milwaukee,  where  he  also  operates  a the- 
atre . . . Ben  Fish,  United  Artists’  western 
district  manager,  is  currently  in  Seattle. 

To  arrange  for  the  opening  of  new 
branch  offices,  Sam  Nathanson,  general 
sales  manager  for  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.,  has  left  for  Seattle  and  Portland 
. . . Booking:  Eddie  Collins,  Banning  The- 
atre, Banning ; Frank  Plumlee,  of  the  L.  S. 
Long  circuit  in  Arizona;  A.  Fakuda,  Royal, 
Hanford. 

S.  M.  Pariseau,  branch  manager  at  Altec 
Service,  has  checked  out  for  Portland  on 
a short  business  trip  . . . C.  A.  B.  Emanuel 
of  Foreign  Films  is  back  in  town  after  a 
jaunt  to  San  Francisco. 

Considerable  interest  was  displayed  by 
local  exhibitors  in  the  theatre  which 
opened  in  Sawtelle  as  an  adjunct  to  the 
Veteran’s  Home  this  week.  The  house,  for 
inmates  of  the  home  exclusively,  is  being 
managed  by  Colonel  Dexter  . . . Sam 
Milner,  Universal  salesman,  in  from  a 
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selling  trip  which  took  him  through  the 
San  Diego  territory. 

Mike  Newman,  exploiteer  attached  to  the 
local  Columbia  exchange,  left  for  Salt  Lake 
City  on  a short  trip  ...  In  for  bookings: 
Ronald  Vincent,  South  Coast  and  Laguna 
theatres.  Laguna  Beach;  L.  C.  Rodriguez, 
operator  of  the  Mexico  in  Cucamonga; 
Robert  Foehl,  president  of  the  San  Marcos 
Hotel  in  Chandler,  Ariz.,  which  operates 
a theatre  in  conjunction  with  the  hostelry. 

Looking  in  at  the  Universal  exchange 
was  W.  A.  Scully,  company’s  general  sales 
manager,  here  for  a few  days  of  confer- 
ences with  studio  executives  ...  A.  J. 
O’Keefe,  Universal  western  district  mana- 
ger, has  pulled  out  for  San  Francisco  on 
business  . . . Ted  Gamble,  general  manager 
of  the  J.  J.  Parker  theatres  in  Portland, 
in  for  a visit. 

Henry  Herbel,  western  district  sales  man- 
ager for  Warner,  has  returned  from  a trip 
through  the  northwest  territory  setting 


THE  newly  elected  officers  of  the  North- 

west  Film  Club  held  their  first  meeting 
this  week  with  President  Prank  Christie 
handling  the  gavel.  Plans  were  formulated 
for  the  Fall  season  activities  which  will  in- 
clude a Club  Night  every  Monday  night 
at  which  time  the  members  and  their  wives 
and  friends  will  gather  for  dinner.  Plans 
also  were  outlined  for  a dance  to  be  held 
in  a few  weeks.  Ed  Miller  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  entertainment.  Junior  Mercy 
again  heads  the  membership  committee. 
Those  attending  the  meeting  besides  the 
president,  Mercy  and  Miller,  were  Neal 
Walton,  Leroy  V.  Johnson,  Pete  Higgins, 
Herndon  Edmond,  Keith  Beckwith,  Eddie 
Lamb,  secretary-treasurer,  and  Joe  Cooper, 
the  club  manager. 

November  2 will  see  big  doings  in  Seattle, 
that  day  being  set  aside  as  “Sadie  Haw- 
kins Day.”  Tied  up  with  the  RKO  picture 
based  on  the  comic  strip,  and  the  Seattle 
Star,  the  gag  is  to  have  Seattle’s  young 
folk  dress  up  as  the  characters  in  the 
strip  and  celebrate  the  day.  Prizes  will  be 
given  for  various  participants  who  most 
closely  resemble  the  cartoon  characters. 

Theatre  Employes  Union,  Local  B-22, 
received  fine  praise  from  its  membership 
on  its  first  edition  of  B-22  News,  a month- 
ly publication.  Frank  McCormick,  union 
business  agent,  edits  the  sheet  . . . The 
Fifth  Avenue  Theatre  is  now  featuring 
Tommy  Thomas  and  his  “Romance  Time” 
radio  show  from  its  stage  every  Thursday 
evening  . . . Visitor  this  week  was  William 
DeMille,  brother  of  the  famous  Cecil  B. 
. . . Bill  Stober,  and  his  wife,  Dorothy, 
have  taken  the  youngster  and  moved  to 
Chicago  where  Bill  will  be  connected  with 
a national  ticket  machine  company.  Until 
he  left  he  was  manager  of  the  Burien  The- 
atre here. 

Louie  Goldsmith  off  for  Detroit  where 
he  will  pick  up  a new  car,  drive  on  to 
Washington,  D.  C.,  to  join  Mrs.  Goldsmith 
.who  will  return  home  with  him  . . . Don 
Hiatt  of  the  M-G-M  office  flying  to  New 
York  to  visit  his  brother.  Returning  he 
also  will  stop  at  Detroit  and  pick  up  a 
new  car  to  drive  home  . . . Frank  and 
Betty  Christie  to  Portland  to  attend  the 
football  game  and  take  in  the  horse  show. 


Los  Angeles — First  award  of  $100  in 
Pox  West  Coast’s  recent  Promotion  and 
Exploitation  Week  has  been  won  by  Ken- 
neth Workman,  manager  of  PWC’s  Tower 
Theatre  in  Fresno.  Duncan  Knowles,  Bay- 
wood  Theatre,  San  Mateo,  copped  second 
money,  $75;  third  went  to  Bill  Roberts, 
California  Theatre,  San  Diego,  with  $50; 
and  fourth,  $25,  was  won  by  Frank  Hollis 
of  the  Fox  in  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Cited  for  honorable  mention  were  George 
Miller,  Figueroa  Theatre  here;  Jim  Runte, 
Capitol,  Glendale;  and  Robert  Catley,  Or- 
pheum,  Oakland. 


product  deals  for  1940-41  . . . Dick  Dick- 
son, Fox  West  Coast  district  manager,  un- 
derwent surgery  at  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon 
Hospital  for  the  second  time  in  ten  days. 
He  was  first  operated  upon  for  appendi- 
citis, then  submitted  to  the  knife  again 
for  a less  serious  operation. 


Grover  and  Mrs.  Curley  of  New  York 
are  guests  of  the  John  Hamricks  . . . 
Dorothy  Mercy  out  by  plane  for  a trip 
east  . . . Leo  Adler,  auditor  from  the 
United  Artists  home  office,  visiting  the 
local  exchange  . . . Earl  J.  Dennison,  as- 
sistant to  the  president  of  UA,  also  here 
from  New  York  . . . Senior  and  Beryl  Mercy 
here  from  Yakima  on  their  first  trip  since 
their  New  York  and  Bermuda  trip  . . . Jack 
and  Marge  Burk  buying  a home  in  Lake 
Forest  Park  . . . Lucille  Saffle  painfully, 
but  not  seriously,  injured  by  a fall  in  her 
home  . . . Sid  and  Mrs.  Turner  here  from 
Yakima  . . . Maxine  Gillespie  has  joined 
the  M-G-M  exchange  staff,  succeeding 
Adele  Perry. 

Marty  Weiser  of  the  Warner  exploita- 
tion department  is  in  the  Northwest  de- 
voting his  time  to  the  world  premiere  of 
“Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again”  which  is  to 
take  place  in  Tacoma  next  week  . . . The 
Art  Slaters  in  their  new  car  have  left  for 
Salt  Lake  and  a visit  to  Los  Angeles  . . . 
L.  J.  McGinley  back  on  the  Row  after  a 
week’s  illness  with  flu  . . . Harry  Smith 
has  taken  over  the  Bascon  Theatre  in 
Metaline  Falls  . . . Ben  Shearer  has  ar- 
rived in  Los  Angeles  from  New  York.  He 
will  be  met  there  by  Mrs.  Shearer  and  their 
son.  Bud  . . . Tommy  Cleary  traveling 
auditor  for  20th-Fox,  visiting  the  local 
exchange. 

Ben  Fish,  western  district  sales  mana- 
ger for  United  Artists  who  spent  this  week 
in  Seattle,  has  left  for  the  south  . . . J.  G. 
von  Herberg  celebrating  a birthday  . . . 
Frank  L.  Newman  to  Portland  on  business 
. . . A1  Baker,  city  manager  for  Evergreen- 
State  theatres  in  Spokane,  spending  some 
time  on  the  Row  . . . W.  H.  Freisleben, 
district  service  manager  for  RCA,  here 
from  San  Fi’ancisco  . . . Tex  Hall  and  his 
gang  have  returned  to  town  after  playing 
the  theatres  of  the  Mercy  circuit  . . . Hen- 
ry Herbel,  western  district  sales  manager 
for  Warners,  in  from  Los  Angeles  for  a 
visit  with  Bill  Shartin,  local  branch  mana- 
ger . . . Arch  and  Mrs.  Bartholet,  and 
daughter  Mary  Jane,  have  returned  to 
their  home  in  Yakima  after  a week’s  visit 
here  . . . Bud  Denton  spending  his  vaca- 
tion on  a hunting  trip  . . . Mildred  Bishop, 
after  a few  days  of  booking,  has  returned 
to  her  theatres  in  Lewiston,  Ida. 
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Discuss  Trade's  Charity  Share — 


Chicago — At  the  speaker’s  table  in  the 
above  photo,  taken  exclusively  for  Box- 
office  when  the  amusement  division  of 
the  Chicago  Community  Fund  held  their 
luncheon  get-together  launching  their 
drive  were:  Clyde  Eckhardt,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox branch  manager;  James  J.  Dono- 
hue, Paramount  branch  manager;  John 
Balaban  of  Balaban  & Katz;  Merle  J.  Trees, 
general  manager  for  the  Chicago  Com- 
munity Fund;  Jack  Kirsch,  president  of 
Illinois  Allied  and  chairman  of  the  amuse- 
ment division  of  the  Chicago  Commun- 
ity Fund;  A.  Van  Nomikos,  head  of  his 


— All-Event  Photo 


own  circuit;  Eddie  Silverman  of  Essa- 
ness;  Dave  Balaban  of  Balaban  & Katz; 
Harry  Balaban  of  Harry  & Elmer  Bala- 
ban Theatres;  Lou  Abramson  (face  hid- 
den behind  mike),  secretary  to  Kirsch; 
Doc  Rafelski  of  Bland  Bros.  Theatres; 
Moe  Wells  of  Willard  Theatre;  Nate  Wolf 
of  Lane  Court  Theatre,  and  Sam  Schoen- 
staedt  of  Schoenstaedt  circuit. 

In  the  forepart  of  the  picture  and  read- 
ing from  left  to  right  are:  Jimmy  Trinz 
of  the  Clark  Theatre,  Herb  Wheeler  of 
Warner  Bros.  Theatres  and  O.  Lundy. 


Lunch  and  Discuss 
Drive  for  Charily 


Chicago — Leading  members  of  Filmrow 
met  for  luncheon  at  the  Morrison  Hotel 
October  10  to  discuss  the  launching  of 
the  amusement  division’s  drive  for  $25,000 
as  its  share  in  the  Chicago  Community 
Fund’s  $3,640,000  goal.  Merle  J.  Ti’ees,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Fund,  praised  the  local 
film  industry  for  its  part  in  contributing 
towards  the  success  of  the  drive. 

Jack  Kirsch,  president  of  Illinois  Al- 
lied, heads  the  drive  for  the  amusement 
industry.  Assisting  him  as  co-chairmen 
are:  Clyde  Eckhardt,  20th  Century-Fox 
branch  manager;  John  Balaban  of  Bala- 
ban & Katz,  and  Eddie  Silverman  of  Essa- 
ness. 

Also  present  at  the  luncheon,  in  addition 
to  those  named  above,  were:  Nate  Wolf, 
M.  O.  Wells,  Burton  Willoughby,  Morris 
Salkin,  R.  Gumbiner,  Samuel  Halper,  Lud- 
wig Sussman,  Joseph  Koppel,  Henry  Stern, 
James  Booth,  Chris  Otto,  Elmer  C.  Upton, 
Sam  Trinz,  Jimmie  Trinz,  Charles  Ryan, 
Herb  Wheeler,  Louis  Harrison,  Jack  Rose, 
John  Smith,  A1  Trebow,  Sylvan  Goldfin- 
ger,  Tom  Flannery,  James  Donohue,  Allen 
Usher,  Harry  Balaban,  Dave  Balaban,  A. 
Van  Nomikos,  R.  H.  Heimsath,  represent- 
ing William  DeVry,  Doc  Rafelski,  Sam 
Schoenstadt,  Sinuel  Roberts,  A1  Byrne  and 
Lou  Abramson. 

Trade  paper  representatives  were:  Irving 
Yergin,  Motion  Picture  Herald;  O.  Lundy, 
representing  Joe  Esler  of  Film  Daily,  co- 
chairman  of  the  trade  paper  division;  and 
Hal  Tate,  Boxoffice,  co-chairman  of  the 
trade  paper  division. 

In  addition  to  Trees,  three  Chicago  Com- 
munity Fund  workers  were  also  present. 
They  were  Paul  E.  Nordstrom,  Robert  L. 
Jones  and  John  W.  Vanderlaag. 


Illinois  UTO  Scope 
Is  Now  Slafe-Wide 


Mount  Vernon,  III. — Seven  new  direc- 
tors were  added  to  the  board  of  the  re- 
cently-formed United  Theatre  Owners  of 
Illinois  at  a meeting  held  here,  com- 
pleting the  organization’s  directorial  ros- 
ter and  marking  UTOI  as  an  exhibitor 
body  state-wide  in  scope. 

The  new  directors  include:  Mrs.  I.  W. 
Rodgers,  Cairo;  Steve  Farrar,  Harrisburg; 
Noah  Bloomer,  Belleville;  S.  E.  Pirtle,  Jer- 
sey ville;  F.  C.  Souttar,  St.  Louis;  Robert 
C.  Cluster,  Salem,  and  George  Barber, 
Villa  Grove. 

Every  county  in  the  state  is  now  repre- 
sented by  the  UTOI,  according  to  William 
F.  Crouch,  executive  secretary,  who  told 
the  half  hundred  members  present  that 
district  meetings  in  all  parts  of  the  state 
will  be  held  next  month. 

President  Edward  G.  Zorn  of  Pontiac 
presided  over  the  meeting  at  the  Hotel 
Emmerson,  which  was  devoted  to  a dis- 
cussion of  legislative  problems  confronting 
Illinois  exhibitors  as  well  as  free  show 
competition,  nickel-in-the-slot  films  and 
screen  star  appearances  on  radio. 

Three  Managers  ShuHled 
By  Publix-Great  States 

Chicago — Publix-Great  States  recently 
transferred  three  city  managers  as  fol- 
lows: James  McCullough,  formerly  at  La 
Salle,  111.,  to  the  Majestic,  E.  St.  Louis; 
Milton  (Bud)  Lewis,  formerly  at  E.  St. 
Louis,  to  the  Fischer,  Danville;  and  Eddie 
Crabtree,  formerly  at  Danville,  to  the  Ma- 
jestic, La  Salle. 


Universal  Buys  a Story 

Hollywood — Universal  has  purchased 
“Mermaids  in  Distress,”  a story  by  Alex- 
ander G.  Kenedi. 


Charges  "Politics"  in 
Willkie  Reel  Delay 

Chicago — Charges  that  RKO  is  with- 
holding a second  “Information  Please” 
short  subject  in  which  Wendell  Willkie  ap- 
pears until  after  the  presidential  election 
“for  political  reasons”  were  hurled  by  an 
editorial  in  The  Chicago  Tribune,  one  of 
the  country’s  strongest  anti-New  Deal 
newspapers. 

The  newspaper,  quoting  an  eastern  Re- 
publican campaign  manager,  inferred  that 
the  film  company  was  delaying  release 
of  the  subject  because  of  “governmental 
pressure”  or  because  of  its  “accurate  un- 
derstanding of  the  authorities  that  might 
make  or  break  them.” 

The  whole  of  the  trade  was  encompassed 
in  the  statement  that  “The  movie  business 
regards  itself  in  constant  danger  of  federal 
action  against  it  for  monopolistic  practices. 
It  does  not  know  when  the  department  of 
justice  may  move  in  on  it,  and  naturally 
it  plays  close  to  the  governmental  side.” 


Political  Reel  Approved  by 
Commissioner  Allman 

Chicago — A political  film  in  which  Wen- 
dell L.  Willkie  tells  Dwight  Green,  Re- 
publican candidate  for  Illinois  governor, 
that  the  Kelly-Nash  machine  will  be 
smashed  when  the  Republicans  are  elected, 
was  approved  by  Police  Commissioner  All- 
man  after  the  film  was  originally  banned 
by  the  Chicago  police  censor  board. 

The  board  banned  a portion  of  the  film 
as  objectionable,  explaining  it  showed 
“disrespect  for  the  city  administration.” 

Allman  said  he  thought  the  Republicans 
were  right  in  protesting  the  ban  and  that 
Mayor  Kelly  personally  told  him  to  lift 
the  ban.  Nevertheless,  the  Republicans 
sent  a delegation  to  the  commissioner  to 
make  the  protest  “official.” 


Some  300  Exhibitors  Will 
Be  Guests  of  Rodgers 

Chicago — Nearly  300  midwestern  exhibi- 
tors were  expected  to  attend  the  informal 
luncheon  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel  as  guests 
of  William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager for  M-G-M,  who  spent  the  day 
in  Chicago.  The  invitations,  which  were 
sent  out  by  J.  E.  Flynn,  M-G-M  district 
manager,  and  W.  E.  Banford,  resident 
manager,  said  that  the  meeting  would  be 
entirely  informal  and  would  be  expressive 
of  Rodgers’  sincere  desire  to  meet  and 
become  better  acquainted  with  the  ex- 
hibitors. 


Theatre  Partners'  Court 
Actions  Are  Dismissed 

Indianapolis — The  suit  and  counter  suit 
for  dissolution  of  a partnership,  filed  in 
superior  court  here — the  one  by  William 
Rosenthal  against  George  Settos  of  In- 
dianapolis, and  the  other  by  Settos  against 
Rosenthal,  also  of  this  city,  and  Frank 
M.  Krapp  of  La  Jolla,  Cal.,  was  dismissed 
as  settled  early  this  week. 

The  counter  suit  by  Settos  was  earlier 
withdrawn,  and  the  action  by  Rosenthal, 
which  sought  an  accounting  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  a receiver,  too,  was  aban- 
doned. 


BOXOFFICE  : : October  19,  1940 


C 


45 


Plans  for  "Mounted" 
Brew  in  Chicago 


By  HAL  TATE 

Chicago — According  to  present  indica- 
tions, the  United  States  premiere  of  Cecil 
B.  DeMille’s  “North  West  Mounted  Police” 
at  the  B&K  Chicago  Theatre,  October  24, 
will  be  the  biggest  cinema  event  this  town 
has  ever  seen.  Local  Paramount  and  B&K 
officials  estimate  that  100,000  persons  may 
jam  Chicago’s  famous  loop  the  night  of 
the  gala  opening. 

Festivities  are  scheduled  to  begin  Wed- 
nesday morning  when  DeMille  and  the 
stars  arrive  here  following  the  world  pre-t 
miere  of  the  film  in  Canada.  An  informal 
parade  is  planned  upon  the  celebrities’  ar- 
rival. 

On  Wednesday  night  DeMille  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker  at  the  eighth  annual 
banquet  of  the  Association  of  State  Street 
Seniors.  His  address  to  the  businessmen’s 
group  is  titled,  “The  World  We  Live  In.” 

At  Thursday  noon  the  “big  parade”  takes 
place.  In  addition  to  the  stars,  floats,  mili- 
tary bands,  thousands  of  marching  men 
and  other  special  attractions  now  being 
worked  out  by  the  State  Street  Council, 
will  all  be  part  of  the  “big  parade.” 

The  climax  of  the  Chicago  celebration 
will  take  place  at  the  actual  premiere  at 
the  Chicago  Theatre,  Thursday  night.  Fol- 
lowing a broadcast  over  131  Mutual  sta- 
tions originating  here  at  the  WGN  studios, 
the  celebrities  will  go  directly  to  the  B&K 
flagship  theatre  for  the  premiere. 

Rush  ior  Tickets 

That  Chicago  is  really  “going”  for  the 
star-studded  spectacle  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  three  hours  after  the  premiere 
tickets  went  on  sale,  over  2,000  of  the  5,000 
ducats  available  were  sold.  In  fact,  so 
great  was  the  ticket  response  that  Para- 
mount and  B&K  officials  decided  to  “dou- 
ble” premiere  the  film  using  the  State- 
Lake  Theatre,  directly  across  the  street 
from  the  Chicago  Theatre,  as  the  second 
house.  If  ticket  sales  continue  at  the  rapid 
pace  as  first  indicated,  other  B&K  loop 
theatres  may  be  added  for  the  premiere. 

Prices  at  both  the  Chicago  and  State- 
Lake  theatres  for  the  pi'emiere  will  be 
$1.65  and  $1.10.  The  film  will  then  start 
a regular  run  at  the  Chicago  at  advanced 
prices — 44  cents  up  to  1:00  p.  m.,  55  cents 
from  1 to  6 p.  m.  and  86  cent  prices  pre- 
vailing after  6 o’clock. 

A unique  feature  of  the  Paramount  pre- 
miere is  the  fact  that  the  State  Street 
Council,  the  greatest  single  businessmen’s 
organization  in  the  world,  is  the  official 
sponsor.  The  Council  has  never  hereto- 
fore lent  its  prestige  to  any  event  except 
an  official  city  of  Chicago  affair.  David 
Mayer  jr.,  president  of  the  Council,  en- 
thusiastically stated:  “We’re  going  to  have 
more  kleig  lights,  more  banners  on  the 
streets,  more  bands,  more  entertainment, 
more  celebrations  than  any  other  city 
ever  had  for  a premiere.  We’re  going  to 
out-do  Hollywood.” 

Notables  Will  Attend 

The  eighth  annual  banquet  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  State  Street  Seniors,  at  which 
DeMille  will  be  the  principal  speaker  Wed- 
nesday night,  is  an  important  annual  civic 
event.  Approximately  1,600  of  the  town’s 
leading  citizens  will  be  present.  Honor 
guests  this  year  include  Governor  John 
Stelle  of  Illinois,  Mayor  Edward  J.  Kelly 
of  Chicago,  Mayor  Fiorello  La  Guardia  of 
New  York  and  Bishop  Bernard  J.  Shields 
of  Chicago.  Stars  of  “North  West 


Mounted  Police”  are  also  expected  to  ad- 
dress the  guests.  They  include  Gary 
Cooper,  Madeleine  Carroll,  Paulette  God- 
dard, Preston  Foster,  Robert  Preston  and 
Lynne  Overman. 

Special  music  and  entertainment  will  be 
provided  at  the  banquet,  Thomas  H.  Egel- 
ton,  chairman  of  the  Seniors  and  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  Sears,  Roebuck  in  Chicago  de- 
clared. Henry  C.  Lytton,  94,  only  living 
member  of  the  State  Street  Pioneers,  will 
deliver  a special  address  at  the  banquet. 

DeMille  will  receive  a civic  tribute  no 
other  celebrity  has  ever  received  on  a visit 
to  Chicago.  The  Old  Master’s  name  will 
be  emblazoned  in  letters  a foot  high  on 
special  signs  for  two  miles  along  State 
Street,  on  two  huge  electric  signs  stretch- 
ing across  80-foot  wide  State  Street  on 
227  Elevated  stations  in  and  about  Chi- 
cago and  in  every  store  window  on  State 
Street. 

Stores  Will  Decorate 

In  addition.  State  Street,  the  best  lighted 
thoroughfare  in  the  world,  is  being  es- 
pecially decorated  for  the  gala  movie  event. 
Every  store  on  the  street  including  Mar- 
shall Field’s,  the  Boston  Store,  Mandel 
Bros.,  Carson,  Pirie  and  Scott,  the  Fair 
and  all  the  other  nationally  famous  shop- 
ping places,  will  be  especially  decorated 
for  the  event.  In  addition,  each  window 
wUl  have  a photograph  of  DeMille  and  the 
stars  who  attend  the  premiere. 

At  both  State  and  Lake  Street  and  State 
and  Congress  Street,  20-foot  high  electric 
signs  may  be  erected  on  which  DeMille’s 
name  together  with  that  of  the  stars, 
would  appear.  The  signs  would  stretch 
across  State  Street  at  the  two  intersec- 
tions. 

At  the  premiere  Thursday  night,  DeMille 
will  introduce  the  stars  from  a specially 
constructed  wooden  ramp  located  in  front 
of  the  Chicago  Theatre. 

Paramount  and  B&K  publicity  men  are 
combining  forces  to  put  over  the  premiere. 
Working  jointly  on  the  premiere  are:  W. 
K.  Hollander,  director  of  publicity  for 
Balaban  & Katz;  Archie  Herzoff,  director 
of  publicity  for  the  Chicago  Theatre;  Carl 
Krueger,  district  advertising  manager  for 
Paramount  in  Chicago,  and  Mervyn  Houser 
of  the  Paramount  west  coast  exploitation 
and  publicity  staff. 


PRE-PREMIERE  SIDELIGHTS: 

Trailers  in  B&K  houses  did  their  ad- 
vance share  for  the  premiere. 


One  hundred  Eagle  Boy  Scouts  will  per- 
sonally “guard”  the  stars  during  their 
two-day  stay. 


The  swank  pump  room  of  the  Ambassa- 
dor Hotel  is  serving  a “North  West  Mount- 
ed Police  Cocktail.”  Explains  the  barten- 
der; “One  drink  and  you  get  your  man.” 
The  cocktail,  ingredients  of  which  are  a 
secret,  is  a very  tall  drink,  red  in  color. 


Francis  Tullis,  secretary  to  Carl  Krue- 
ger, did  splendid  work  in  getting  pub- 
licity releases  out  to  the  press. 


Mayor  Mancell  Talcott  of  Waukegan, 
who  hosted  the  film  celebrities  when  Jack 
Benny’s  “Man  About  Town”  premiered 
there,  is  considering  decreeing  Thursday, 
October  24,  a legal  holiday.  “Bidy,”  as  he 
is  known  to  intimates,  also  attended  the 
recent  Rockne  premiere.  He  said:  “As 
mayor  of  Jack  Benny’s  home  town,  I feel 
obligated  to  attend  premieres  and  meet  the 
movie  stars  to  tell  them  of  the  city  that 
produced  Jack  Benny.”  Carl  Krueger,  who 
did  a splendid  job  on  the  “Man  About 


Seek  a Showdown  on 
Multiple  Programs 


St.  Louis — The  Better  Films  Council  of 
Greater  St.  Louis  has  taken  steps  for  an 
immediate  showdown  on  double  and  triple 
feature  bills. 

Within  the  past  several  days,  Mrs.  Guy 
Randall,  president,  has  sent  the  following 
letter  to  every  theatre  owner  in  the  coun- 
cil’s territory: 

“The  Better  Films  Council  of  Greater 
St.  Louis  appreciates  the  fact  that  motion 
picture  exhibitors  are  faced  with  many 
problems,  some  of  them  difficult,  some 
almost  impossible  of  solution.  We  are  not 
only  sympathetic  but  have  tried  to  be 
helpful  and  cooperative.  We  have  never 
asked  anything  for  ourselves  and  desire 
only  your  cooperation  as  a reward  for  our 
time  and  efforts.  We  have  been  greatly 
concerned  in  the  problem  offered  by  dou- 
ble feature  programs.  We  have  from  the 
very  beginning  taken  a position  in  favor 
of  the  discontinuance  of  that  iiolicy.  Long 
programs  are  a physical  and  mental  strain 
on  children  and  young  people.  Many  fam- 
ily programs  are  marred  by  the  presenta- 
tion of  an  adult  film  with  one  rated  for 
the  family,  and  it  is  imjMssible  to  expect 
support  for  an  outstanding  film  when  it 
is  shown  with  an  inferior  one.  Now  we 
have  the  threat  of  triple  feature  programs. 
We  have  never  felt  that  it  took  a great 
deal  of  courage  on  the  part  of  a business 
man  to  take  a definite  stand;  that  good 
business  principles  and  practices  demand- 
ed such  a course. 

“We  should  like,  by  return  mail,  if  pos- 
sible, to  have  you  express  yourself  on  the 
subject  of  double  and  triple  feature  pro- 
grams; to  tell  us  whether  or  not  you  are 
for  or  against  such  practices.  Also  we 
should  like  to  know  what  your  intentions 
are  regarding  such  programs.  Please  tell 
us  concisely  and  unequivocally  whether  or 
not  you  would  join  a movement  to  get 
back  to  the  single  feature  program,  wheth- 
er you  are  going  to  continue  double  fea- 
tures, and  whether  or  not  you  are  going 
to  show  triple  features. 

“All  of  us  are  returning  to  work  after 
the  vacation  period  and  we  should  like  to 
know  your  attitude  towards  the  contents 
of  this  letter  so  that  the  work  of  our 
Council  may  be  guided  and  formulated  ac- 
cordingly.” 


Town”  premiere,  is  quite  friendly  with  the 
mayor. 


M.  Camille  Duplex,  Maitre  T’Pump 
Room,  Chicago’s  swank  soiree  of  the  Am- 
bassador East  Hotel,  has  concocted  a dish 
he  calls  “Madeleine  Carroll  Delices.”  He 
says  they  are  tiny,  one-bite  moon-shaped 
apple  fritters. 


Frank  Bering,  head  of  the  Sherman 
Hotel  and  president  of  the  Greater  Hotel 
Ass’n  of  Chicago,  sent  an  official  notice  to 
the  198  member  hotels  of  the  association 
requesting  them  not  to  increase  rates  dur- 
ing the  premiere  days. 


William  Holden,  manager  of  the  Chicago 
Theatre,  is  getting  special  red  “Mountie” 
uniforms  for  the  ushers. 


Newspapers  giving  fine  play  to  the  pre- 
miere. 
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^ISITORS:  Harold  V.  Neese,  Beverly, 
Brazil;  Lowell  T.  Moore,  Orpheum, 
Mitchell;  George  Mailers,  Grand,  Bluff- 
ton;  Gilbert  May,  Dream,  Corydon;  Wally 
Furnas,  Browny,  Brownsburg;  Trueman 
Rembusch,  Artcraft,  Franklin;  A.  McCarty, 
Roxy,  Pendleton;  J.  N.  Dixon,  Flora,  nora; 
Max  Page,  State,  Greenfield;  L.  S.  Belton, 
Community,  Greenwood;  Art  Clark,  In- 
diana, Bloomington;  E.  K.  Crouch,  Pal- 
ace, Fairmount;  Mrs.  Will  J.  Haney,  Mi- 
lan, Milan;  Richard  Coffey,  Riley,  Green- 
field; Roy  E.  Harrold,  Princess,  Rushville; 
Joe  Finneran,  Elwood,  Elwood;  D.  G.  Stein- 
kamp,  English,  English;  T.  N.  Luckett, 
Dream,  French  Lick;  Mrs.  Anne  Mitchell, 
Lincoln,  Petersburg;  Roy  Kalver,  Adams, 
Decatur;  Walter  Easley,  Tree,  Greensburg; 
Alex  Manta,  Indiana-Illinois  Theatres, 
Chicago. 

Also  Sam  J.  and  Harry  Switow,  Ken- 
tucky, Louisville;  Jack  Van  Borssum,  Sa- 
voy, Terre  Haute;  Ferd  Nessel,  State,  An- 
derson; Robert  Harned,  Charlestown, 
Charlestown;  K.  E.  Maurice,  Wabash;  Mrs. 
Ethel  Luckett,  Indiana,  Scottsburg;  W.  T. 
Studebaker,  Logan,  Logansport;  Harry  Van 
Noy,  Paramount,  Anderson;  Bruce  Kix- 
miller.  Colonial,  Bickell;  Hobart  Hart,  Cort, 
Auburn;  Sam  Grimes,  Cine,  Brazil;  Doug- 
lass Haney,  Albion,  Albion;  Ed  Donahoe, 
Grove,  Beech  Grove;  D.  D.  Lee,  Princess, 
Cayuga;  Howard  Morin,  Morin,  Brookville; 
Mrs.  Elsie  Blessing,  Royal,  Danville;  Man- 
nie  Marcus,  Eastern,  Fort  Wayne;  Harold 
Reckley,  Chateau,  Greencastle;  Dallas  E. 
Cannon,  Kent,  Kentland;  Dick  Vlastos, 
Fowler,  Fowler;  Sam  Neall,  Indiana,  Koko- 
mo; Billy  Connors,  Indiana,  Marion;  Har- 
mon E.  Allison,  Ritz,  Mooresville;  H.  Lisle 
Krieghbaum,  Char  Bell,  Rochester. 

The  Indiana  Theatre  Equipment  Corp., 
headed  by  Prank  Nuber,  announces  the 
following  equipment  installations;  Genera- 
tor and  lamps,  Ritz,  Shelby ville;  lamps 
and  rectifiers,  Riviera,  Anderson;  sound 
and  booth  equipment.  Majestic,  Seymour; 
sound  system.  Palace,  Rensselaer;  lamps, 
Apollo,  Indianapolis;  rectifiers  and  lamps. 
Palace,  Crown  Point;  projection  and  sound. 
Pox,  Indianapolis;  sound  system,  Tivoli, 
Gary;  and  complete  booth  equipment  for 
the  Palace,  Louisville  . . . Robert  Hessel- 
denz,  son  of  the  manager  of  the  Ritz,  has 
been  chosen  as  one  of  the  first  five  In- 
dianapolis young  men  for  a pilot’s  train- 
ing program  at  one  of  the  U.  S.  army  air 
corps  flying  schools  . . . Earl  Cunningham, 
manager  of  the  Fountain  Square  Theatres, 
announces  that  Saturday  matinees  have 
gone  over  so  well  at  the  Fountain  Square, 
that  he  is  starting  them  at  the  sister  house, 
the  Granada  . . . Manager  Ed  Flynn  at 
the  Emerson  is  busy  these  days  with  a 
remodeling  program.  The  house  will  short- 
ly get  a new  front  and  marquee. 

Anna  Louise  Schilling,  daughter  of  Jos- 
eph Schilling,  operator  of  the  Auditorium, 
Lyric  and  Vaudette  theatres  in  Conners- 
ville,  died  last  week  after  an  illness  of 
several  months  . . . Leonard  Sowar,  city 
manager  for  Theatrical  Managers,  Inc.,  at 
Muncie,  has  been  appointed  chairman  of 
the  Muncie  Armistice  celebration  commit- 
tee . . . Harold  Sachs,  home  office  repre- 
sentative for  Columbia,  was  in  town  on 
business. 


“Boom  Town”  is  now  showing  at  a num- 
ber of  neighborhood  houses  and  is  get- 
ting a big  play  . . . Carl  Niesse  and  his 
Mrs.  were  among  those  present  at  the 
South  Bend  premiere  of  “Knute  Rockne — 


All  American”  . . . Tallulah  Bankhead  is 
scheduled  for  English’s  the  latter  part  of 
this  week  in  “The  Little  Poxes.”  Vin- 
cent Burke,  manager  of  English’s,  an- 
noimces  he  has  booked  “The  Man  Who 
Came  to  Dinner”  for  November  12  . . . 
The  convention  dates  of  the  Associated 
Theatre  Owners  of  Indiana,  Inc.,  have 
been  changed  to  November  25-26  so  as 
not  to  conflict  with  any  Armistice  Day 
programs  which  exhibitors  might  have 
planned.  The  convention  will  be  held  at 
the  Antlers  Hotel  in  Indianapolis. 


gCOTTY  MARTIN,  manager  of  the  Col- 
fax in  South  Bend,  is  looking  for  a 
new  apartment  . . . Julius  and  Louis 
Lamm,  both  ex-Chicagoans,  now  mana- 
gers of  Warner  Bros,  theatres  in  Cleve- 
land, were  in  town  for  the  marriage  of 
Louis’  daughter  . . . Bill  Harding,  mana- 
ger of  the  Madison  in  Peoria,  recently 
joined  the  “Proud  Parents  in  the  Pic- 
ture Business  Club.”  The  future  theatre 
manager,  christened  John  Robert  Hard- 
ing, weighed  71/2  pounds  at  birth. 

J.  J.  Rubens,  divisional  director  of  Pub- 
lix-Great  States  Theatres,  suffered  a 
throat  ailment  during  the  Jewish  holi- 
days. However,  J.  J.  arose  from  sick-bed 
to  address  the  city  managers’  meeting 
at  the  Drake  Hotel  . . . Bob  Hope  adopt- 
ed his  second  baby,  Tony,  from  Evans- 
ton’s famous  Cradle  . . . Lillian  McPher- 
son of  the  local  National  Screen  office 
and  sister  of  Jack  McPherson,  manager 
of  the  Detroit  office,  is  back  at  work  fol- 
lowing her  recent  marriage  to  Lewis  Slot- 
man  . . . Duke  Hickey  has  added  a 300- 
year-old  Louis  XIV  hand-carved  and 
hand  painted  wine  cabinet  to  his  antique 
collection.  Cabinet  was  sent  from  France 
to  England  and  arrived  in  this  country 
on  a sailing  vessel. 

Trio  of  Hollywood  stars — Edmund  Lowe, 
Ann  Dvorak  and  Carole  Landis — finished 
a week  at  the  State-Lake  October  17  . . . 
Gene  Rich’s  first  job  as  M-G-M  exploi- 
teer  was  in  South  Bend,  Ind.,  for  “Strike 
Up  the  Band”  . . . Oscar  Serlin,  pro- 
ducer of  “Life  With  Father,”  and  a local 
boy  who  made  good,  visiting  home-folks 
for  a week  . . . Also  visiting  folks  at 
suburban  River  Forest  was  Paramount 
writer  W.  L.  (Les)  River  ...  Si  Griever 
is  booking  the  Larree  Theatre  in  Rankin, 
111.,  which  was  opened  October  17  by  Paul 
Smith. 


Miscellany:  Eddie  Solomon,  formerly 
with  B&K  publicity  department  here,  and 
now  ivith  2Qth  Century-Fox  in  New  York, 
in  town  doing  advance  work  on  “Down 
Argentine  Way”  . . . Dave  Katz  of  Holly- 
wood Advertising  Co.  sold  valances  for 
both  the  “Knute  Rockne”  and  “North 
West  Mounted”  premieres. 


Gene  Autry  was  guest  on  WBBM  when 
he  came  through  town  on  way  to  New 
York  . . . Geraldine  Hamburg,  daughter  of 
Harry  Hamburg,  Paramount  branch  man- 
ager, guested  on  the  famous  “Quiz  Kids” 
radio  show  . . . Arch  Oboler,  radio  writer, 
also  now  writing  for  screen,  here  in  town 
for  his  NBC  show  starring  Betty  Winkler. 

Hotel  Notes:  Recent  guests  at  Drake 
were  Charles  Laughton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  ATOI  the  following  members 
were  in  attendance:  I.  R.  Holycross,  Harry 
Markun,  A.  C.  Zaring,  E.  L.  Miller,  Tom 
Baker  and  Marc  J.  Wolf,  all  of  Indian- 
apolis; Roy  Harrold,  Rushville;  H.  Lisle 
Krieghbaum,  Rochester ; Walter  Easley, 
Greensburg ; Trueman  Rembusch,  Frank- 
lin; H.  H.  Johnson,  Madison;  Sam  J.  Swi- 
tow, Louisville;  W.  T.  Studebaker,  Logans- 
port; Joe  Schilling,  Connersville;  Sam 
Neall,  Kokomo,  and  Alex  Manta,  Chi- 
cago, III, 


Ameche,  and  Maureen  O’Sullivan  (Mrs. 
John  Farrow).  Latter  was  here  from  Can- 
ada with  her  baby  and  a nurse.  Bette 
Davis  was  at  the  Blackstone. 

Publicity  Paragraph:  Terry  Turner  of 
RKO  here  handling  special  “They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted”  campaign  climaxed 
by  Charles  Laughton’s  personal  appear- 
ance at  Palace  opening  day  of  film  . . . 
Julius  Seltzer  here  handling  advance  pub- 
licity for  Laurel  and  Hardy,  currently 
making  a p.  a.  at  the  Chicago  . . . Rufus 
Blair  of  Paramount  through  town  on  way 
to  Louisville  from  Detroit  where  he’s  been 
publicizing  “World  in  Flames.” 

Screening  Dept.:  Universal  screened 
“Spring  Parade”  for  exhibitors  at  the  Es- 
quire; Warner  had  special  screening  for 
the  press  of  “A  Dispatch  From  Reuter’s” 
. . . Art  Catlin  had  a press  screening  at 
B&K  for  “Kit  Carson”  currently  at  the 
Apollo. 


Vehicle  for  Gar  son 

Hollywood — As  a starring  vehicle  for 
Greer  Garson,  Metro  has  purchased  screen 
rights  to  “Mrs.  Miniver,”  novel  by  Jan 
Struther.  Sidney  Franklin  will  produce 
from  a script  being  prepared  by  James 
Hilton  and  R.  C.  Sherriff. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— ■ A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor 

CHICAGO 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

WE  PRINT  EVERYTHING  THEATRICAL 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


White  Way  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 
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J)OMINIC  GIACHETTO  and  family,  Max 
Tschauder  and  family,  Giro  Pedrucci 
and  son,  Joe,  an  alumnus  of  Notre  Dame, 
Pete  Nepote  of  Robinson  and  Russel  Hoag, 
Effingham,  all  of  the  Prisina  Amusement 
Co.,  attended  the  “Knute  Rockne”  pre- 
miere at  South  Bend.  The  picture  opened 
at  the  Roxy  the  following  day,  and 
Tschauder,  the  manager,  had  to  hold  the 
picture  over  a second  week. 

J . B.  Giachetto  and  Bill  Feldstein  of  the 
Frisina  chain  and  their  wives  took  in  the 
World  Series  games  in  Detroit  . . . Mary 
Imiocenti,  cashier  at  the  Roxy,  is  back  at 
work  after  being  in  the  hospital  at  Ex- 
celsior Springs,  Mo. 

Max  Tschauder,  Ed  Fellis,  Hillsboro, 
and  John  Sturns,  Greenville,  represented 
Frisina  at  the  United  Theatre  Owners  of 
Illinois  meeting  at  Mt.  Vernon  . . . M.  E. 
Berman,  manager  of  the  Orpheum,  has 
scheduled  three  stage  shows  in  the  next 
few  weeks,  Lum  ’n’  Abner  in  person,  Tal- 
lulah Bankhead  in  “The  Little  Foxes,”  and 
Johnny  “Scat”  Davis’  orchestra. 

The  Tivoli,  after  undergoing  a thorough 
remodeling  and  renovating,  ivas  to  re- 
open October  19  . . . The  Orpheum  has 
started  a new  policy  of  presenting  two 
“test  engagement”  pictures  on  the  same 
program  and  welcoming  the  comment  of 
patrons. 

Pat  O’Brien,  star  of  “Knute  Rockne,” 
was  tickled  pink  with  the  football  jacket 
made  out  of  old  footballs  and  presented 
to  him  at  the  South  Bend  premiere  by 
Max  Tschauder,  manager  of  the  Roxy. 
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— TWA  News-Photo 

Location  Hunt — 

Producer  Hal  Roach  (left)  and  his 
son,  Hal  Roach  jr.,  shoivn  as  they 
arrived  in  Chicago  recently  aboard  a 
TWA  Stratoliner  from  Hollywood.  The 
Roaches  came  to  the  Windy  City  to 
look  over  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Shops  with  an  eye  for  location  shots 
for  a new  picture,  “Broadway  Limit- 
ed.” After  conferring  with  railroad 
officials  and  before  flying  back  to 
Hollywood,  they  also  inspected  other 
yards  and  shops  in  Pittsburgh  and 
Philadelphia.  According  to  present 
plans,  some  of  the  scenes  of  the  pic- 
ture which  the  Roaches  plan  to  make 
soon,  will  be  taken  in  Chicago. 


Ansells  Go  to  Gov't 
In  Stagehands  Row 


St.  Louis — It  is  learned  from  an  inform- 
ed source  that  the  Ansell  Brothers,  who 
operate  the  Empress  and  Ritz  here  and 
the  Varsity  in  University  City,  and  mem- 
bers of  a booking  agreement  with  the 
Fanchon  & Marco  interests  have  lodged 
a complaint  with  the  anti-trust  division  of 
the  Department  of  Justice  against  the 
Stagehands  Local  No.  6,  an  lATSE  affili- 
ate. 

Previously,  and  as  has  been  reported, 
Clarence  Kaimann  of  the  Kaimann  circuit 
and  business  associate  of  Fred  Wehren- 
berg,  president  of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis, 
E.  Mo.,  and  So.  111.,  had  made  a some- 
what similar  complaint  against  the  union. 

Lou  Ansell  characterized  the  demands 
of  Local  No.  6 to  furnish  stagehands  for 
the  Empress  as  “excessive”  and  told  De- 
partment of  Justice  representatives  that 
as  a result  he  and  his  brother  had  been 
forced  to  abandon  plans  to  install  stage 
shows  at  the  1,474-seat  house. 

When  the  question  of  installing  stage 
shows  at  the  Empress  was  presented  to 
Orville  Newlin,  business  agent  for  Local 
No.  6,  Ansell  said  the  union  official  de- 
manded that  the  house  hire  nine  stage- 
hands, six  at  $75  per  week  each  and  three 
at  $67.50.  These  demands  were  too  ex- 
orbitant, the  Ansells  contend.  And  in  sup- 
port of  this  position  they  point  out  that 


l^T.  ILOUI 

fjARRY  CRAWFORD,  manager  of  the 
Ambassador,  addressed  the  North  St. 
Louis  Business  Men’s  Ass’n  . . . Mrs.  Mur- 
iel Hill,  a former  showgirl  and  now  the 
wife  of  Clarence  D.  Hill,  local  manager  for 
Columbia,  coached  the  chorus  that  helped 
put  over  the  big  Variety  show  at  Fanchon 
& Marco’s  Fox,  October  12. 

Walter  Brennan,  in  town  for  a personal 
appearance  at  Loew’s  in  connection  with 
the  current  showing  of  “The  Westerner ,” 
also  participated  in  the  Variety  Club  show. 
He  flew  here  from  Hollywood  to  fill  the 
duo  . . . Harold  W.  “Chick”  Evens,  man- 
ager of  Loew's,  plans  to  journey  to  Co- 
lumbia, Mo.,  November  2,  to  see  the  foot- 
ball game  between  the  Tigers  and  New 
York  University.  “Chick”  graduated  from 
New  York  U.  some  years  ago,  grabbing 
off  a law  degree. 

The  new  900-seat  Glenwin  in  Glencoe, 
111.,  was  scheduled  to  open  October  16 
under  Myers  & Valos  management  . . . 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American”  opened  lo- 
cally at  the  Fox  . . . Kendall  Capps,  who 
danced  in  the  Variety  Club  charity  show, 
is  a booker  for  Joe  Erber’s  theatrical 
agency. 


Two  Houses  to  Publix: 

One  to  lack  Cooney 

Chicago — Three  theatres  have  changed 
hands  recently  with  Publix-Great  States 
involved  in  two  of  the  transactions.  Pub- 
lix purchased  the  Granada  in  South  Bend 
from  Jerry  Shinbach  and  the  Rio  in  Chi- 
cago Heights,  from  Rube  Levin. 

Jack  Cooney  has  bought  the  Rio  in 
Hammond,  Ind.,  from  the  Reinheimer  cir- 
cuit at  a reported  price  of  $5,000  cash. 
Following  purchase  of  the  theatre,  Cooney 
immediately  redecorated  it. 


New  Glencoe  in  Glencoe 
Opened  by  Sam  Meyers 

Chicago — Sam  Meyers,  operator  of  the 
Teatro  in  suburban  Wilmette,  opened  his 
new  Glencoe  at  630  Vernon  Ave.,  Glen- 
coe, on  October  16.  Meyers  is  operating 
the  house  on  a single  feature  policy. 


Godshaw  Joins  Filmack 

Chicago — Another  recent  appointee  to 
the  staff  of  the  Filmack  Trailer  Co.  is 
M.  M.  Godshaw.  Known  as  “Mike”  to 
many  in  the  trade,  he  has  been  in  the  film 
business  here  for  25  years. 


the  Tower,  a 2,100-seater  in  Kansas  City, 
operating  all  day,  employs  only  four  men 
with  a fifth  paid  by  the  four,  while  the 
Oriental  in  Chicago,  3,600  seats,  gets  along 
with  seven  men  and  the  State-Lake  in 
Chicago,  a much  larger  house  than  the 
Empress,  uses  only  seven  stage  hands,  the 
same  as  the  Oriental. 

The  Ansells  further  contend  that  Fan- 
chon & Marco’s  Fox,  a 5,000-seat  house, 
presents  stage  shows  with  only  12  stage- 
hands. The  Fox  is  more  than  three  times 
as  large  as  the  Empress. 

In  their  negotiations  with  officials  of 
Local  No.  6,  the  Ansells  offered  to  em- 
ploy six  stagehands  but  this  proposition 
was  turned  down.  They  took  the  position 
that  the  capacity  of  the  Empress  didn’t 
warrant  more  than  six  stagehands,  then 
called  off  the  negotiations. 
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N.  W.  Allied  May  Open  Fist 
And  Accept  Olive  Branch 


DUBE  WAGLE  has  resigned  the  booker’s 
desk  at  Pox  and  will  run  a bowling 
alley  in  Oklahoma  City  with  his  brother. 
Rube  is  an  expert  bowler  . . . Bill  Mick, 
Jam  Handy  representative,  in  town  to  see 
Sol  Francis  . . . United  Artists  exchange 
is  getting  a new  phone  system  . . . There’s 
a new  office  arrangement  at  Glenn  Rog- 
ers’ layout. 

Jack  Logan,  Muse,  Osceola,  Neb.,  also  is 
a road  construction  engineer  ...  Jim 
Smith,  right  hand  man  to  Bill  Youngclaus, 
Island,  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  raises  tropical 
fish  as  a hobby  . . . Exhibitor  Carlin,  who 
has  the  Opera  House  at  Spaulding,  Neb., 
also  owns  and  operates  the  town’s  hard- 
ware store  . . . J.  N.  Berney,  Empress, 
Wolbach,  Neb.,  is  a barber  in  addition  to 
being  an  exhibitor. 

Edwin  Van  Ackeran,  Hollywood,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Neb.,  is  quite  a card  player,  ac- 
cording to  Harold  Neumann  . . . Exhibitor 
Harmon,  who  runs  the  Rex  at  Orchard, 
Neb.,  is  the  town’s  druggist  also  . . . Joe 
Liska,  exhibitor  at  Niobrara,  Neb.,  owns 
and  operates  the  local  grain  elevator.  His 
wife  helps  out  by  handling  most  of  the 
details  around  the  theatre. 

Floyd  Wolfe,  exhibitor  at  Lynch,  Neb., 
has  a novel  seating  arrangement.  The 
seats  are  in  sections,  fastened  together  but 
not  to  the  floor.  When  Floyd  is  not  show- 
ing a picture,  he  moves  back  the  seats 
and  has  a dance  hall  . . . Don  Fuller, 
Aladdin,  Butte,  Neb.,  does  quite  a radio 
repair  business  when  not  running  his 
theatre. 

D.  J.  Lockman,  Boyd,  Spencer,  Neb.,  is 
the  envy  of  many  exhibitors.  He  keeps  a 
cow  and  when  he  needs  a glass  of  milk, 
why  there  it  is!  . . . E.  C.  Lund,  Glud, 
Viborg,  S.  D.,  is  painting  his  house,  and 
by  that  we  mean  his  home,  not  his  thea- 
tre . . . C.  R.  Yates,  State,  Hurley,  S.  D., 
is  also  the  town’s  station  agent  . . . Frank 
Good,  lowana,  Red  Oak,  la.,  was  in  town. 

Charlie  Williams,  prexy  of  MPTO  of  Ne- 
braska and  western  Iowa,  was  73  years  old 
on  October  20.  By  the  time  this  column 
hits  your  desk  Charlie  will  have  been 
pleasantly  surprised  by  some  nice  gifts 
from  fellows  along  Filmrow.  Regina  Mol- 
seed  of  RKO  handled  the  whole  thing. 

Don  McLucas  was  to  film  “'Thief  of 
Bagdad’’  on  October  18  for  exhibitors,  film- 
ites  and  their  families  at  the  Dundee  . . . 
Joe  Jacobs  is  all  worked  up  about  “Ari- 
zona” which  he  says  is  definitely  the  big- 
gest thing  since  Columbia’s  last  picture. 
There  will  be  trade  screenings  and  pre-re- 
lease showings  in  Omaha,  Lincoln  and 
Sioux  City. 

Buster  McCarty,  formerly  at  Lebanon, 
Neb.,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire,  has 
opened  the  Indian-Ola  at  Indianola,  Neb. 
Buster  has  been  at  Imperial  and  other 
Nebraska  spots  . . . Ike  Rubin  of  Para- 
mount saw  Carl  Bailey  of  Paumee  City, 
Neb.,  at  the  Minnesota  game. 

It’s  a girl  at  the  home  of  George  “Sher- 
iff” Hall,  Rosebowl,  Franklin,  Neb.  The 
sheriff  put  out  a special  edition  of  the 
local  newspaper  to  annoimce  the  fact  . . . 
Paul  Thacker,  Parrot,  Alma,  Neb.,  has 
gone  deer  hunting  in  Colorado  . . . L.  A. 
Bramson,  State,  Elk  Point,  S.  D.,  will  go 
deer  hunting  next  month  and  “won’t  re- 
turn without  one”  . . . B.  A.  Tomte,  Para- 
mount salesman,  says  October  22  is  THE 
day. 

Roy  Metzger,  Winner,  S.  D.,  and  Brad 
Bradshaw,  Martin,  S.  D.,  want  the  reading 


Far  Apart  as  Old 
Pact  Expires 

Minneapolis — With  the  present  contract 
expiring  and  theatre  booth  operators  de- 
manding an  increase  in  scale,  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  here  declare  that  a re- 
duction is  imperative.  Unless  many  the- 
atres can  lower  their  costs  all  along  the 
line,  they  can't  continue  to  exist,  it  is 
asserted  by  the  latter. 

Under  the  present  scale,  the  booth 
operators  are  earning  from  $55  to  $70  a 
week.  This  is  more  than  a great  many 
independent  exhibitors  are  able  to  clear 
now,  according  to  the  trade  which  as- 
serts that  relief  must  be  forthcoming. 

VS  

Business  Terrible, 
Independents  Say 


Minneapolis — Local  independent  exhibi- 
tors claim  business  has  hit  a new  low  and 
currently  is  the  worst  in  recent  memory. 
They  assert  that  even  good  pictures  now 
aren’t  delivering  for  them  at  the  boxof- 
fice. 

Some  of  the  theatre  owners  are  getting 
panic  stricken  and  plan  to  reduce  their 
admission  prices  from  28  cents,  including 
tax,  to  20  cents.  One  de  luxe  house,  the 
Homewood,  went  from  25  to  15  cents  be- 
fore the  new  defense  tax  went  into  effect. 

The  trade  generally,  however,  feels  lower 
scales  are  not  the  solution  to  the  present 
problems  and  would  fail  to  stimulate  pat- 
ronage substantially.  Branch  managers 
believe  the  present  condition  is  only  tem- 
porary and  that  a decided  turn  for  the 
better  is  not  far  distant. 

Reasons  assigned  for  the  present  drop 
are  election  and  conscription  uncertainties, 
the  imminence  of  real  estate  tax  payment 
time  and  the  fact  that  benefits  from  war 
and  defense  spending  have  not  reached 
this  section  yet. 

Branch  managers  foresee  a spurt  after 
election  next  month.  By  that  time,  too, 
some  of  the  benefits  from  defense  spend- 
ing will  be  felt  in  this  section,  directly 
and  indirectly,  as  the  result  of  an  in- 
creased demand  and  higher  prices  for  ag- 
ricultural products  from  other  parts  of 
the  country  and  defense  orders  now  being 
landed  by  local  industries,  they  feel. 

In  the  Minneapolis  loop  such  recent  pic- 
tures as  “Boom  Town,”  “Strike  Up  the 
Band”  and  “The  Ramparts  We  Watch” 
have  done  splendid  business. 


public  to  know  (via  Boxofficev)  that  their 
hobby  is  “work”  . . . Things  are  moving 
rapidly  at  Falls  City,  Neb.,  with  Oscar 
Johnson  hoping  for  a December  1 open- 
ing for  his  new  theatre.  It  will  be  called 
the  Oil  City  Theatre  . . . Guy  Griffin, 
Ritz,  Plattsmouth,  Neb.,  also  has  the  oil 
bug. 

Bill  Bradley,  17-year-old  son  of  Walt 
Bradley,  Moon,  Neligh,  Neb.,  has  been 
seriously  ill  in  an  Omaha  hospital  and  is 
now  recovering  . . . Harold  and  Hazel 
Dunn,  Jewel,  Valentine,  Neb.,  in  town. 


Minneapolis — Northwest  Allied  is  try- 
ing to  find  out  whether  the  olive  branch 
won’t  help  it  more  than  the  clenched  fist 
in  its  endeavors  to  eliminate  alleged  trade 
practice  evils  and  injustices.  Instead  of 
fighting,  it  is  now  endeavoring  to  obtain 
relief  through  frank  discussions  at  a con- 
ference table. 

One  of  the  first  moves  in  this  direc- 
tion was  taken  here  this  week  when  Twin 
City  members  and  Jack  Flynn,  M-G-M 
district  manager,  told  each  other  their 
problems  and  difficulties.  Out  of  the 
meeting,  it  is  hoped,  will  come  some 
“necessary  relief”  for  the  exhibitors. 

The  exhibitors  told  Flynn  that  lower 
film  prices  are  necessary  in  this  territory 
because  business  is  off  in  contrast  to  the 
improvement  found  in  many  industrial 
sections.  They  asserted  that  one  of  the 
reasons  for  this  condition  locally  is  that 
there  has  been  only  an  infinitesimal 
amount  of  war  and  defense  spending  in  the 
Northwest. 

On  his  part,  Flynn  pointed  out  that, 
unless  producers  are  able  to  realize  addi- 
tional revenue  from  the  domestic  market 
to  help  offset  the  losses  caused  by  the 
destruction  of  foreign  markets,  produc- 
tion quality  cannot  be  maintained  and  the 
entire  industry,  including  exhibitors,  will 
suffer. 

Flynn  listened  attentively  to  the  exhibi- 
tors’ grievances.  Before  this  meeting,  two 
Northwest  Allied  emissaries  had  conferred 
v/ith  Wm.  P.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general 
sales  manager,  in  Chicago  to  obtain  a re- 
vision of  the  company’s  percentage  and 
rental  demands.  As  far  as  can  be  learned, 
however,  nothing  has  developed  from  that 
meeting. 

“There  was  a discussion  of  common 
problems,”  said  Flynn,  following  the  meet- 
ing. “However,  M-G-M  deals  with  the  in- 
dividual exhibitor.  It  tries  to  solve  his 
individual  problems  and  to  iron  out  his 
individual  differences.” 


Charity  Campaign  Major 
Topic  at  Variety  Meet 

Kansas  City — Highlight  of  the  Variety 
Club  meeting  Monday  was  a discussion  of 
the  Allied  Charities  Campaign,  during 
which  Variety  was  complimented  on  its 
charity  work. 

Bill  Truog,  UA  manager,  who  comes  to 
lunch  too  infrequently,  invited  members 
of  the  club  (and  families)  to  attend  the 
screening  of  “Thief  of  Bagdad”  at  the  Fox 
Brookside,  October  18.  Jack  Goldhar,  UA 
district  manager,  was  with  Truog  at  the 
luncheon. 

Earl  Jameson  of  Film  Delivery,  general 
chairman  of  Variety’s  Charity  Ball  Novem- 
ber 22  at  Pla-Mor,  spoke  briefly. 

Chief  Barker  Jay  Means  announced  the 
election  of  officers  December  2. 


Van  Hyning  Into  Ottawa 

Ottawa,  Kas. — E.  Van  Hyning,  veteran 
exhibitor  in  this  area,  is  readying  a 550- 
seat  house,  subsequent  run  at  10  and  15 
cents,  but  modern  throughout,  for  opening 
around  December  1.  Van  Hyning  is  a past 
president  of  the  exhibitors’  association, 
and  has  operated  theatres  in  lola,  Coffey- 
ville,  Ottawa,  Independence,  and  Parsons, 
Kas. 
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^OM  “John  Barrymore”  Edwards,  exhibi- 
tor at  Eldon,  Mo.,  has  decided  he’s 
wasting  time  showing  pictures — he  should 
be  in  them.  This  decision  came  after  his 
recent  appearance  in  a local  play  as  a 
district  attorney.  His  wife  wonders:  “How 
can  a business  man  make  such  a fool  of 
himself?”  Tom  is  sneak-previewing  RKO’s 
“Lum  ’n’  Abner”  at  the  Ozark,  Eldon, 
October  13  and  14. 

Hazel  Kirkbride,  secretary  to  H.  J.  Grif- 
fith, is  ill.  She  was  scheduled  to  go  to  the 
hospital  this  week  for  aii  operation  . . . 
On  the  Row  were  A.  H.  Dula,  Holyrood, 
Holyrood,  Kas.,  and  H.  L.  Hyde,  Cozy, 
Geneseo,  Kas.  . . . Mrs.  George  Hinton, 
wife  of  the  Paramount  sales  manager, 
flew  to  Los  Angeles  for  the  marriage  of 
Kay  Stewart,  Paramount  player,  and  Lan- 
don  Proctor. 

The  Pilmrow  Flailers,  baseballers  from 
the  business,  won  over  the  Safeway  team 
last  Saturday,  8 to  2. 

The  baby,  very  new  in  the  Hartman 
household,  is  getting  Ed  Hartman,  man- 
ager of  the  Murray,  out  of  bed  very  early 
these  days,  so  early  one  of  the  bookers 
didn’t  believe  it  was  Ed  when  the  latter 
called  him  the  other  a.  m.  at  9.  Ho-hum. 

Jack  Shriner,  that  jewel  of  the  Gem; 
Alex  Shneiderman  of  Quality  Premiums; 
Martin  Stone  of  Screenland,  and  George 
Blanton  of  the  Star  are  all  taking  flying 
instructions  . . . Walt  Lambader  of  Metro 
is  a veteran  flyer,  and  has  run  hot  shot 
film  deliveries  into  the  territory  in  emer- 
gencies. 

On  the  Row:  Joe  Ghosen,  Sedalia,  Mo.; 
George  Hayob,  Mary  Lou.  Marshall,  Mo.; 
Earl  Kerr,  Albany  and  Bethany,  Mo.  . . . 


No  Matter  What  You 
Pay 

YOU  CAN’T 
BUY  BETTER  CORN 

Than 

SUPERB 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  POPCORN 
RICH 

FLAV-O-NUT  SEASONING 

TRY  IT  AND  SEE 

RUBE  MELCHER 

POPPERS  SUPPLY  CO. 

GR.  0672  1717  Wyandotte  St. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


We  haven’t  seen  Mrs.  Maloney  of  the 
Paseo  lately.  Where’s  she  keeping  herself? 
. . . Abe  Baier  has  redecorated  the  lobby 
of  the  Lindbergh. 

On  the  Row;  Mrs.  Kate  Blair,  Blair, 
Belleville,  Kas.;  Bill  Blair,  Blair,  Osborne, 
Kas.;  Jess  DeLong,  Ute,  Mankato,  Kas.; 
E.  Van  Hyning,  Ottawa,  Kas.;  Paul  Han- 
non, Lyric,  Plattsburg,  Mo.;  Howard  Meek, 
Anne,  Maysville,  Mo.;  Bill  Forrest,  Rex, 
Joplin,  Mo.;  Virgil  Harbison,  Tarkio,  Tar- 
kio.  Mo.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  H.  Gaston,  May- 
flower, Florence,  Kas.;  T.  D.  Wright,  Royal, 
Norborne,  Mo.;  John  L.  Whiting,  Lido, 
Downs,  Kas. 

Louis  Gaines  has  purchased  600  seats  for 
his  house  at  Fairfield,  la.,  from  the  Mis- 
souri Theatre  Supply  . . . E.  M.  Saunders, 
general  sales  manager  for  Metro,  and  Sam 
Shirley,  from  the  West  Coast  were  here 
Monday  and  held  a meeting. 

Raymond  Winch  is  opening  a new  house 
at  Wakefield,  Kas.  . . . Don’t  tell  us  Lee 
Jones  isn’t  smart.  Gretchen  Brown  of 
Commonwealth  called  him  the  other  day 
to  transcribe  a word  in  shorthand  some- 
one else  had  dictated — and  he  told  her! 

Robert  Marchbank,  manager  of  the 
Calvin,  Washington,  Mo.,  is  the  father  of 
a baby  boy. 

Frank  Dodson  of  Ellsworth,  Kas.  (the 
Golden  Bell)  is  the  father  of  a baby  girl 
. . . P.  L.  Lowe  has  sold  the  Lowe,  Sterling, 
Kas.,  his  home  town,  to  J.  H.  Neely,  for- 
merly with  Fox  Midwest. 

Harold  Heilman,  booker  at  Columbia,  is 
paying  off  a bet  by  growing  a mustache. 
It’s  a pretty  nice  looking  affair,  and  now 
Harold  doesn’t  know  whether  to  whack  it 
off  or  let  it  grow. 

Bill  Flynn,  formerly  with  RKO  at  Min- 
neapolis, now  with  Universal  at  Omaha, 
was  in  town  last  weekend  . . . Ben  Marcus, 
manager  of  Columbia,  is  off  this  week  to 
St.  Louis,  where  with  other  managers  in 
the  district  he  will  go  over  the  handling 
of  “Arizona.”  Carl  Shalit,  district  man- 
ager, will  be  in  charge. 

They’ve  got  a fine  female  bowling  team 
on  Filmrow  now;  at  least  they’re  improv- 
ing rapidly,  aiid  they’re  having  plenty  of 
fun  in  the  meantime.  Members  are  Norene 
O’Connor,  Marie  Jones,  Ruth  Chinn, 
Frances  Jacobs,  Jean  Fiske — all  of  Warner 
Brothers,  and  Opal  Winter  of  Common- 
wealth. They  bowl  at  Tierney-Wheat  every 
Thursday  night,  in  case  you  want  to  watch 
them. 

If  anything  was  needed  to  prove  that 
the  film  business  is  one  of  young  men.  the 
registration  for  the  draft  was  enough.  In 
some  cases  the  percentage  of  male  per- 
sonnel registering  ran  to  90.  This  was 
true  of  circuits,  exchanges  and  other  spots 
in  the  business. 


Hervev  and  Meredith 

Hollywood — Irene  Hervey  and  Burgess 
Meredith  have  been  signed  for  the  top 
lines  in  Universal’s  “San  Francisco  Docks,” 
Marshall  Grant  production  which  Arthur 
Lubin  will  direct. 


Pack  'em  in  on  your 

HALLOWE'EN  MIDNITE  SHOW 

with  a snappy  trailer  from 
MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

122  W.  18th  Kansas  Cit.v,  Mo. 


V 

Pictures  Help  a 
Football  Score 

Grinnell,  la. — Grinnell  College's  34-0 
victory  over  Knox  Saturday  may  have 
been  direct  evidence  of  the  educational 
efficacy  of  motion  pictures.  Throughout 
the  preceding  week.  Coach  Ben  Douglas 
had  a cameraman  filming  his  squad 
scrimmages.  He  then  showed  the  flick- 
ers to  the  boys,  letting  them  see  their 
own  mistakes  on  the  screen.  Ben  says 
movies  helped  him  to  see  a few  flaws 
he'd  been  missing,  too. 

VS  - tl 

Kansas  City  Cinema  Club 
Installs  New  OHicers 

Kansas  City — New  Cinema  Club  officers 
were  installed  at  a dinner  Friday,  October 
18,  at  Variety  Club.  In  charge  of  the  af- 
fair were  Martin  Stone,  Screenland;  Larry 
Biechele,  National  Screen  Service;  Harry 
Biederman,  manager  of  the  Linwood. 

Joe  Lysowski,  Altec  Service  Corp.,  presi- 
dent, promised  the  club  more  activity,  both 
social  and  charitable,  the  coming  year. 
Other  officers  inducted  were  Frank  Nor- 
ris, Warner  Brothers,  first  vice-president; 
Biederman,  second  vice-president;  Ed 
Hartman,  Saline  Theatre  Corporation, 
secretary,  and  M.  S.  “Andy”  Anderson, 
Paramount,  treasurer. 

An  "Arts  and  Books  Show" 
Bobs  Up  in  Minneapolis 

Minneapolis — All  sorts  of  shows  bob  up 
here  to  provide  additional  opposition  for 
the  theatres  and  prove  a thorn  in  exhibi- 
tors’ sides.  The  newest,  now  current,  is  an 
“Arts  and  Books  Show”  at  the  municipal 
Auditorium. 

Headliners  include  such  literary  world 
notables  as  Vincent  Sheean,  Will  Durant 
and  Louis  Untermeyer,  who  deliver  lec- 
tures. Exhibits  include  rare  collections  of 
books,  books  generally  and  art  works. 
Promoters  realize  revenue  from  exhibitors 
of  the  books  and  art  works  and  from  the 
boxoffice  admissions. 


'Knew  What  They  Wanted' 
Gets  Big  Ad  Campaign 

Des  Moines — Reportedly  the  largest  pro- 
duction company  advertising  campaign 
ever  scheduled  in  the  Des  Moines  area 
launched  “They  Knew  What  They  Want- 
ed” at  the  Orpheum  here  Thursday. 

RKO  is  said  to  have  topped  Emil 
Franke’s  regular  newspaper  advertising 
program  with  $1,800  for  the  R&T  coffers. 
The  company  is  seeking  to  capitalize  on 
the  large  Sunday  circulation  by  hitting 
hard  here  and  following  the  opening  with 
dates  in  other  key  cities  of  the  state. 

Four  Kansas  Managers  Are 
Moved  by  Commonwealth 

Kansas  City — Managerial  shifts  in  Kan- 
sas have  been  made  by  Commonwealth 
Theatres.  Jack  Kempton,  Royal,  Hoising- 
ton,  goes  to  the  Granada,  Lawrence.  Ray 
Holmes  shifts  from  the  Granada  to  the 
Kansan  at  Great  Bend.  Elton  Kuhlman 
goes  from  the  Kansan  to  the  Sherman  at 
Goodland,  while  John  Tarr  jr.  of  Good- 
land  goes  to  the  Royal,  Hoisington. 
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poUR  cheers  for  Florence  Sokoloff,  who 

was  four  years  old  October  19  . . . and 
already  she’s  telling  Carl,  her  old  man, 
what  time  to  get  in  nights.  We  telephoned 
Harry  Peter  Franz  at  National  Screen 
Monday  afternoon  and  could  hardly  hear 
what  he  had  to  say  for  all  the  hammering 
and  sawing  in  the  background  . . . and 
it’s  all  for  dear  old  AAI,  Rah!  Rah!  Rah! 
(It’s  the  football  influence,  folks). 

Jean  Post  suggested  that  it  might  he  a 
good  idea  to  get  married  one  of  these  days 
. . . Dot  Wilson  said  the  idea  appealed 
to  her  and  how  about  November  8,  so  that’s 
the  dope,  and  now  Jean’s  gotta  make  good 
. . . Neil  (Flash)  Adair  treated  himself 
to  a new  Plymouth. 

Hear-all,  know-nothing  department:  Les 
Riley  is  said  to  be  cashiering  for  Jack 
Kennedy  at  Metro,  and  two  new  gals  are 
said  to  have  been  added  to  the  Leo  staff. 
Henry  Peterson  is  out  of  the  groove  and 
leading  a quiet  life. 

Ruth  Godden  of  Chick  Friedman’s  hang- 
out became  Mrs.  John  Gowans  Thursday, 
October  17,  way  out  west  in  Casper  Wyo., 
where  she  will  do  her  washin’,  ironin’  and 
cookin’  from  now  on  ..  . Everybody  on 
the  Row  extends  sympathy  to  the  Bill 
Olives  because  somebody  thought  it  best 
to  return  their  little  bundle  from  heaven 
back  to  the  Sender. 

Gif  ties  from  Hollywood  all  over  the 
place  this  week:  First,  a cute  little  pot- 
tery piece  from  Universal  harbingering  for 
“Spring  Parade’’  (Aw,  Heck,  it  was  bust- 
ed). Second,  an  RCA  record,  “Hot  Con- 
certo,’’ from  Paramount  swinging  the  old 
guff  for  Artie  Shaw’s  latest,  “Second 
Chorus.’’  Now,  if  someone  would  just  re-do 
The  Life  of  Tom  Edison  and  send  us  a 
victrola  so’s  we  could  play  all  these  nice 
records  we’ve  been  getting. 

Everybody  but  Stan  Mayer  and  his  dog 
attended  Bud  Moran’s  screening  of  “Hit 
Parade  of  1941”  Monday.  Bud  even  got 
Republic’s  former  maestro,  Elmer  Tilton, 
out  for  the  show — and  in  a BLUE  shirt! 
The  A.  H.  Blanks  whooped  in  after  driv- 
ing all  the  way  from  Kaycee  and  getting 
themselves  locked  up  in  their  own  car. 
The  Lional  Wassons  were  there,  still  prom- 
ising that  book  on  the  rudiments  of  flying. 
Don  West,  as  usual,  was  quietly  minding 
his  own  business  and  being  easily  the  hand- 
somest man  in  the  room.  Stan  Mayer 
and  his  dog — in  fact,  two  dogs — were  at 
the  Saturday  evening  screening  of  “They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted.” 

Chuck  Plows  tells  us  that  Palmer  Mort- 
vedt  is  doing  right  well  with  his  little  res- 
taurant on  Sixth  and  College,  thank  you 
and  call  again  . . . Get  Bill  Curry  to  tell 
you  some  time  how  Kathleen  kicked  a 
whole  box  of  dominos  all  over  the  house 
one  evening  . . . tsk,  tsk,  these  Irishers 
must  have  their  confetti. 

We  seem  doomed  to  be  caught  loafing 
down  in  front  of  Harry  Hiersteiner’s  Fam- 
ily Theatre  . . . The  other  noon  hour 
Boxoffice  & Co.  were  leaning  on  Bob  Hil- 
dreth’s HORRIFIC  sign  out  front  with 
Bill  Scholl  when  George  Lofink  loped  by 
hell-bent  for  Universal  . . . luckily,  we 
weren’t  surrounded  by  nude  pix  this  time. 
Jack  Thoma,  who’s  due  in  here  soon  ac- 
cording to  his  letter,  has  the  most  dash- 
ing signature  you’ve  ever  seen  . . . Bernie 


Evans  is  going  to  be  around  one  of  these 
days  again,  too,  he  writes  . . . how’s  about 
making  good  on  that  promise  to  bring 
Bea  along  with  you  this  time,  Bernie. 

Clayton  and  Eddie  Dunn  have  both 
soloed  now,  and  they  will  hardly  be  caught 
talking  to  Boxoffice  and  Harry  Holdsberg 
who  haven’t  managed  yet  . . . they’ve  even 
been  heard  to  mutter  “Kiwi”  derisively  at 
the  sight  of  these  two  lambs  tails  (a  Kiwi 
is  a New  Zealand  bird  that  can’t  fly). 
Neva  mind,  Harry,  we’ll  fly  the  pants  off 
those  two  smart-alecs  one  of  these  days. 
Say,  by  the  way,  Holdsberg,  what  pilot 
told  what  theatre  manager  about  what  pic, 
“Whew!  No  wonder  you  gave  me  passes 
for  that  show!” 

Drake’s  big  blue-clad  gridmen  couldn’t 
catch  that  I'i-story  pass  in  three  tries,  but 
while  the  football  bounced  on  Locust  street, 
Harry  Holdsberg’s  publicity  stunt  was  gath- 
ering a 7iice  layout  publicizing  the  open- 
ing of  “Knute  Rockne — All  American.” 
Bill  Lansburg’s  “brio  gal”  break'  pops  in 
the  R&T  mag  section  this  weekend  . . . 
Three  weeks  ago  the  paper  told  all  about 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPUES 


Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone;  Victor  8796 


Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 

1820  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  HA.  7472 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Dis,tributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone;  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co..  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


Paramount  looking  in  all  the  corners  for 
a new  “oomph”  tag  to  paste  on  Veronica 
Lake  . . . Now  the  follow-up,  and  an  art 
break  with  both  yarns  . . . “Brio” — the 
Italians  had  a word  for  it. 

This  Sunday’s  mag  section  cover  calls 
John  LeRoy  Johnston’s  “Younkers  window 
at  high  noon”  bluff,  too  . . . Laraine  Day 
is  labeled  the  standard-bearer  of  motion 
pictures’  return  to  brunette  . . . And  “For- 
eign Correspondent”  hasn’t  played  here  yet, 
either. 


Discuss  Church  Films 

Des  Moines  — Motion  pictures  for 
churches  was  one  of  the  topics  discussed 
extensively  by  the  Women’s  Missionary 
society  of  the  United  Lutheran  church  here 
last  week.  The  Rev.  John  W.  Gable  of 
Richmond,  111.,  director  of  the  new  Luth- 
eran Film  service,  showed  several  films, 
many  of  them  with  sound.  He  labeled  the 
service  the  first  and  so  far  the  only  ef- 
fort to  cover  the  field  of  visual  education 
for  the  church. 


HOTELS 

HOTEL  MONROE 

MAIN  AT  19TH  ST. 

Two  Blocks  From  Filmrow 
Completely  Renovated  . . Fire- 
Proof  . . Innerspring  Mattresses 
and  Only  1.50  with  Bath  . . . 
$1.00  Without 
CLEAN  AND  FRIENDLY 
Weekly  Rates 

FILM  LABORATORIES 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS  ~ 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassal,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

—A  HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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^ARLTON  MILES,  drama  and  movie  edi- 
tor of  the  Journal  here  for  many  years, 
in  town  ahead  of  “Tobacco  Road,”  coming 
to  the  Lyceum.  He’s  getting  plenty  of  pub- 
licity and  renewing  old  acquaintanceships 
. . . With  registration  for  conscription  out 
of  the  way,  the  trade  here  is  anticipating 
an  upturn  in  theatre  grosses  which  have 
been  rather  droopy,  for  the  most  part,  in 
recent  weeks  . . . Many  of  the  film  boys 
spent  the  weekend  hunting  for  pheasants. 
The  weather  was  ideal  for  this  sport  and 
not  a few  bagged  the  full  quota. 

Ray  Close,  assistant  mayiager  of  Pan- 
tages,  has  quit  the  show  busmess  to  join  a 
hook  and  ladder  brigade  . . . Filmrow  fans 
are  all  steamed  up  over  the  University  of 
Minnesota  football  team  and  are  hoping 
the  Gophers  will  emerge  victorious  in  their 
game  with  Ohio  State.  Quite  a few  of  the 
boys,  including  Abe  Kaplan,  Charlie  Ru- 
benstein  and  Dave  and  Irving  Gillman, 
made  the  trip  to  Columbus  to  see  the  con- 
test. Sid  Gillman,  brother  of  Irving  and 
son  of  Dave,  is  assistant  Ohio  State  coach 
and  scouted  Minnesota  in  its  first  two 
games. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Guy  Troyer,  Rugby  and  Bottin- 
eau N.  D.;  Andy  Anderson,  Detroit  Lakes, 
Minn.;  M.  L.  Sondergaard,  Menahga, 
Minn.;  Abe  Latts,  Ashland,  Wis.;  Elmer 
Bang,  Eureka,  S.  D.;  A1  Ashenbremer, 
Staples,  Minn.;  Art  Blakeslee,  Medford, 
Wis.;  Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.; 
Jack  Heywood,  New  Richmond,  Wis.,  and 
John  Filler,  Valley  City,  N.  D.,  who  was  en 
route  to  Shakopee,  Minn.,  to  take  the  mud 
baths — an  annual  pilgrimage. 

Harry  Hirsch,  co-operator  of  the  Alvin 
with  Harry  Katz,  m Chicago  to  complete 


arrangements  for  the  installation  of  vaude- 
ville in  place  of  burlesque  at  his  showhouse 
. . . Merle  Potter,  Times-Tribune  film  edi- 
tor, going  on  the  air  again  with  his  radio 
quiz  program.  He’s  heard  three  times  a 
week  . . . E.  L.  Peaslee,  Northwest  Allied 
president,  a red-hot  University  of  Minne- 
sota football  fan.  He  hasn’t  missed  a home 
game  in  the  past  10  years. 

Rud  Lohrenz,  Warner’s  district  manager, 
in  town  briefly  . . . M.  A.  Levy,  20th-Fox 
district  manager,  was  in  New  York  this 
week  on  a business  conference  preparatory 
to  setting  forth  on  his  third  tour  of  the 
company’s  exchanges  in  his  capacity  as  S. 
R.  Kent  drive  leader  ...  It  will  be  at  least 
another  six  or  seven  weeks  before  Myron 
Adcock,  Warner  salesman,  injured  in  an 
automobile  accident,  is  able  to  leave  the 
hospital  . . . Two  veteran  local  film  men, 
Morrie  Abrahams  and  Bill  Watmough, 
have  become  associated  with  the  Minne- 
sota Stock  Company  organized  here  to 
present  the  spoken  drama  in  communities 
throughout  the  territory.  Morrie,  long  the 
able  an4  conscientious  M-G-M  exploiteer, 
goes  out  ahead  of  the  show  and  Wat- 
mough, also  a one-time  M-G-M  employe 
and  later  Grand  National  branch  manager 
here,  will  be  company  manager. 

Bob  Long,  M-G-M  home  office  auditor, 
and  Charles  Fogel,  homeoffice  mainten- 
ance and  equipment  representative,  both 
in  town  . . . Ray  Copeland,  Paramount 
branch  manager  in  Des  Moines,  a visitor 
. . . A.  Selby  Carr,  Paramount  office  man- 
ager and  a former  Nebraskan,  picked  the 


wrong  horse  when  the  Cornhuskers’  foot- 
ball team  played  Minnesota.  His  choice 
was  Nebraska  which  went  down  to  defeat. 

Eddie  Ruben,  circuit  owner  who  went  to 
Columbus,  Ohio,  to  witness  the  Minne- 
sota-Ohio  State  football  game,  once  played 
fullback  on  the  University  of  Minnesota 
and  was  a star  . . . Chuck  Rubenstein  and 
Sidney  Volk,  independent  exhibitors,  en- 
tertained the  sister  of  Mrs.  Alice  Lefler, 
wife  of  the  RKO  salesman  . . . Sam  Zuck- 
man.  Mounds  Theatre  owner  and  indus- 
trial statistician,  reports  show  business 
three  per  cent  under  last  year. 

What  romance  was  blooming  over  Scotch 
and  sodas  at  the  Twin  City  Variety  Club 

last  Saturday  night George  Petchala- 

nus.  State  Theatre  usher,  has  entered  his 
horse,  Caesar,  in  the  forthcoming  Holly- 
wood Park  race  track  events. 

Building  Plans  Abound 
In  Kaycee  Territory 

Kansas  City — In  spite  of  frost  in  the  air, 
there  is  a lot  of  activity  in  the  territory. 
While  rumors  don’t  make  theatres,  there 
are  reports  of  new  houses  in  Joplin,  Mo., 
Wichita,  Kas.,  Ottawa,  Kas.,  Junction  City, 
Kas. 

R.  E.  Conrad  is  building  a new  house  in 
downtown  Wichita,  and  there  is  another 
projected  pretty  definitely. 

Art  Pugh,  who  operates  the  State,  Co- 
lumbus, and  the  Doric,  Erie,  Kas.,  is  ready- 
ing the  350-seat  Star  at  Galena,  Kas.,  for 
opening  before  November  1. 

George  Harttmann  will  soon  have  his 
new  Vogue,  Lees  Summit,  Mo.,  ready. 


....AW,  SHUCKS! 


in  Style  and  Comfort 

That's  the  thought  that  is  always  upper- 
most ID  the  mimls  of  those  who  attend 
you  at  Hotel  Fontenelle.  In  keeping  with 
this  policy,  the  management  ts  constantly 
adding  new  features  for  your  comfort 
and  convenience.  The  Amber  Room  Cof- 
fee Shop,  the  King  Cole  Room,  and  the 
Black  Mirror- Bombay  Room  invite  you. 


From  the  Tall  Corn— By  KEN  and  RENE  CLAYTON 


Q.OSH,  Boss,  the  cost  of  living  is  getting 
terrific  around  here  these  days.  If  you 
don’t  believe  it,  you  should  hear  Ray 
Lunsden  tell  about  the  cost  of  two  rolls — 
without  coffee.  His  adventure  is  $260 
worth  of  proof  that  his  Iowa  City  theatre 
isn’t  the  only  Iowa  Pastime. 


When  the  duck  season  opened  last  week, 
.some  of  those  northern  Iowa  exhibitors 
were  recalling  with  envy  the  gun  case  in 
the  corner  of  Joe  Gerbrach’s  Collegian 
Theatre  office  in  Ames  . . . Particularly 
in  mind  was  the  cannon  with  the  tele- 
scopic sights. 


The  Smith  Brothers  are  using  a new  set 
of  signals  in  their  huddles  these  days. 


They’re  diagramming  plays  designed  to 
score  boxoffice  touchdowns  at  their  Wayne 
Theatre  in  Corydon  when  the  army  train- 
ing program  deposits  a possible  60,000 
customers  in  Wayne  county. 


Mrs.  Bob  Bernau  should  be  named 
Jeanie  coz  Filmrow’s  certainly  singing 
praises  for  her  light  brown  hair.  Bob 
brought  her  in  from  his  Lake  City  Iowa 
Theatre  last  week  and  now  all  the  boys 
are  looking  up  theatre  prices,  figuring  ex- 
hibitors get  all  the  breaks. 


R.  C.  Hoadley  was  around,  dodging  all 
efforts  to  pin  him  down  to  questionable 
bargains  for  his  Humeston  Princess. 


BOTH 

FOUTINEllI 


Harry  Hiersteiner’s  getting  first-run 
minded  at  his  Family  Theatre  . . . The 
popcorn  king’s  been  having  trysts  with 
“Queen  of  the  Yukon.” 


H.  L.  Anderson  of  the  Alta  at  Alta  is 
looking  for  a buyer. 


With  Daughter  Kay  off  on  her  honey- 
moon to  Vancouver  as  Mrs.  Langdon  Proc- 
tor, the  Toby  Stewarts  are  giving  their 
Mayfair  at  Shenandoah  a major  share  of 
attention  again  . . . They  were  the  Charles 
Verdi  Stewarts  you  saw  listed  in  the  sas- 
siety  colyums  as  Kay’s  mammy  and  pappy. 


Mrs.  Nate  Sandler  of  the  Missouri  Val- 
ley-Northwood  Sandlers  has  promised  us 
a telephone  call  which  will  reveal  all  on 
Husband  Nate  . .'  . everybody  stand  by 
for  the  big  expose  to  come. 
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Consent  Decree  Ramifications, 
Allied  Convention  Concern 


Bank  Night  Is 
Ruled  Illegal 

Beaver,  Pa. — Superior  court  has  ruled 
theatre  Bank  Night  illegal.  The  decision 
was  described  by  Robert  E.  McCreary, 
district  attorney,  as  "precedent-setting." 

The  high  tribunal  advised  McCreary 
it  had  upheld  a decision  of  the  Beaver 
county  courts  against  J.  C.  Lund,  Ali- 
quippa  Theatre  manager,  who  was  con- 
victed last  March  of  setting  up  and 
operating  a lottery  and  fined  $500.  Lund 
appealed  the  local  court's  finding  and 
contended  that  Bank  Nights  at  the  two 
Aliquippa  theatres  did  not  constitute  a 
lottery  since  some  patrons  entered  on 
passes  and  had  the  same  chances  of 
winning  as  those  who  paid  admission. 

J 

"Diclator"  Opening 
Set  in  Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh — Charlie  Chaplin  in  “The 
Great  Dictator”  will  open  at  the  Warner, 
Friday  evening,  October  25,  the  Pittsburgh 
date  being  one  of  the  first  in  the  country. 
All  seats  for  the  premiere  will  be  reserved 
at  $1.10.  Thereafter  the  picture  will  be 
presented  on  a continuous  performance 
basis,  matinees,  75  cents;  evenings,  $1.10. 

Abe  Weiner,  local  manager  for  United 
Artists,  opened  a large  scale  exploitation 
campaign  this  week  for  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator.” The  film  runs  for  two  hours  and 
15  minutes. 


Niedenthal  in  Charge  of 
Testimonial  lor  Smith 

Cincinnati — Andy  Niedenthal  of  the 
Norwood  has  been  appointed  general 
chairman  for  the  testimonial  dinner  to 
be  tendered  Martin  Smith,  president  of  the 
Ohio  Independent  Theatre  Owners,  at 
their  annual  convention  in  Columbus, 
October  30-31. 

Among  the  localites  who  will  attend 
are  J.  N.  Gellman  and  J.  Stallings,  Mid- 
West  Theatre  Supplies;  Elston  Dodge; 
William  Connor  and  M.  G.  Thomas,  Al- 
tec Service;  L.  George  Ross,  Ross  Federal 
Service;  I.  N.  Fisher,  RCA,  and  A.  J.  Holt. 


Lee  Goldberg  Takes  Over 
PRC  Cleveland  Oflice 

Cincinnati  — Lee  Goldberg  left  for 
Cleveland  this  week  where  he  will  take  up 
residence  with  his  family,  and  assume 
charge  of  the  offices  there  of  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.  Nat  Kaplan,  with  Para- 
mount’s Cincinnati  office  for  14  years,  will 
take  charge  of  the  Cincinnati  offices  of 
PRC.  Kaplan  has  taken  over  a share  of 
the  franchise  in  association  with  Goldberg. 


Union  Dance  Nov.  5 

Cleveland  — Exchange  Employes  Local 
B-5  of  the  lATSE  will  hold  its  annual 
benefit  dance  on  Friday,  November  15,  at 
Moose  Temple,  2536  Euclid  Ave.  Tickets 
at  50  cents  each  are  available  and  Presi- 
dent John  Wein  anticipates  a big  crowd. 
Door  prizes  consisting  of  poultry,  will  be 
provided. 


Pittsburgh — Interpretation  of  the  con- 
sent decree — what  are  its  advantages? — 
disadvantages? — what  are  the  buyers’ 
(exhibitors)  rights? — how  about  the  arbi- 
tration setup? — who  will  be  lost  in  the 
shuffle? — these  are  but  a few  of  the  ques- 
tions expected  to  be  answered  at  the  20th 
annual  convention  of  the  Allied  Motion 
Picture  Theatre  Owners  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  Inc.,  which  opens  in  the 
Roosevelt  Hotel,  Monday  afternoon,  Octo- 
ber 21. 

The  consent  decree  was  within  a para- 
graph or  so  of  its  final  form  and  Com- 
missioner Abram  F.  Myers,  from  his  office 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  was  ready  at  press 
time  to  call  a special  meeting  of  the  na- 
tional Allied  directors  in  Pittsburgh  for 
Monday,  October  21. 

A few  hours  earlier  Myers  had  planned 
to  call  the  national  Allied  executive  com- 
mittee into  session  Monday  to  consider  the 
policy  to  be  adopted  on  the  decree.  Mem- 
bers of  the  executive  committee  are  Na- 
than Yamins,  Fall  River,  Mass.;  Sidney 
Samuelson,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Jack  Kirsch, 
Chicago,  111.;  Martin  G.  Smith,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio;  Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  Dallas,  Tex.; 
Roy  Harrold,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  M. 
A.  Rosenberg,  Pittsburgh. 

The  two- day  business  sessions  will  be 
the  most  important  in  the  local  exhibitor 
organization’s  history,  according  to  of- 
ficers and  directors.  National  Allied  lea- 
ders will  be  present  to  discuss  the  future 
of  the  industry  and  it  is  expected  that 
representatives  of  the  distributing  com- 
panies will  be  on  hand  to  answer  questions 
regarding  policies  and  production  plans. 

Program  was  not  officially  compiled  at 
press  time  but  the  scheduling  of  events 
was  expected  to  include  at  least  one  open 
session  to  which  distributing  members  and 
representatives  of  theatre  supply  houses 
together  with  non-member  exhibitors  are 
invited  to  participate.  There  will  be  at 
least  one  closed  session,  according  to  di- 
rectors. Also,  at  least  one  luncheon  was 
scheduled.  There  will  be  several  exhibits 
and  a souvenir  program  will  be  issued. 

Honor  M,  A.  Rosenberg 

The  convention  will  close  with  a ban- 
quet Tuesday  evening  which  will  honor  M. 
A.  Rosenberg,  president  of  the  local  ex- 
hibitor organization.  Max  Adkins  orches- 
tra will  furnish  music  for  dancing. 

A number  of  out-of-town  guests  attend- 
ing the  Variety  Club’s  banquet  Sunday 
evening  are  expected  to  remain  in  the  city 
for  the  Allied  convention  and  the  Rosen- 
berg testimonial. 

For  the  most  part  the  Monday  session 
will  be  a get-together  and  all  important 
business  subjects  will  be  brought  to  atten- 
tion "Tuesday  morning  and  afternoon.  Re- 
ports of  the  officers,  directors,  committees 
on  grievances,  ways  and  means  and  reso- 
lutions will  be  made  Tuesday  afternoon. 

At  this  final  business  session,  officers 
will  be  elected.  Members  of  the  board  of 
directors  whose  terms  expire  are  Peter 
Antonoplos,  William  J.  Walker  and  Carl 
Poke. 

M.  N.  Shapiro,  general  convention  chair- 
man, was  busy  with  last-minute  arrange- 
ments at  press  time.  He  stated  that  a 
record  turnout  was  expected  for  the  busi- 
ness meetings  and  the  Rosenberg  banquet. 

Numerous  Allied  exhibitor  leaders  from 
other  territories  will  attend  the  two -day 
convention,  the  AMPTO  office  announced. 

Abram  F.  Myers,  chairman  of  the  board 
and  general  counsel  of  National  Allied,  will 
deliver  the  keynote  speech,  and  he  will  an- 


swer questions  at  an  open  forum.  Com- 
missioner Myers,  recently  honored  at  the 
Allied  of  New  Jersey  convention,  will  de- 
vote most  of  his  address  to  the  suit  of  the 
U.  S.  government  against  the  industry  and 
the  proposed  consent  decree  which  con- 
tains a provision  of  buying  pictures  in 
blocks  of  five. 

AID  Reports 

A special  feature  of  the  convention  will 
be  the  report  on  the  Allied  Information 
Department  product  survey.  Returns  on 
the  AID  cards,  forwarded  to  all  theatres  a 
number  of  weeks  ago,  have  been  gratify- 
ing, directors  state,  and  the  report  will  be 
surprising. 


AMPTO  Urges  Trade  to 
Help  the  Red  Cross 

Pittsburgh — All  exhibitors  in  the  local 
area  were  urged  this  week  by  the  AMPTO 
of  W.  Pa.  to  cooperate  “with  the  weapon 
at  your  command — the  screen — to  help  the 
American  Red  Cross.” 

M.  A.  Rosenberg,  local  Allied  president, 
stated  the  appeal  was  not  directed  to 
theatre  owners  and  managers  for  contribu- 
tions and  that  no  monies  will  be  collected 
at  the  theatres.  He  stated  that  Ira  H. 
Cohn,  20th-Fox  branch  manager,  is  the 
local  coordinator,  and  that  the  20th-Pox 
office  would  distribute  short  reels  for  the 
Red  Cross. 

When  solicited  for  playdates  for  two 
gratis  subjects,  “please  heed  and  answer 
this  most  urgent  call.  Be  a good  showman, 
a good  citizen,  and  a humanitarian.  Help 
this  cause!”  urged  Rosenberg.  The  Red 
Cross  drive  starts  November  11. 


Gratis  Delense  Films 

Cleveland — Two  government  films,  each 
running  four  minutes,  are  available  to  ex- 
hibitors without  charge.  They  are  “Guard- 
ing the  Colors”  and  “Wings  Over  Ameri- 
ca.” Both  were  produced  for  the  purpose 
of  encouraging  enlistment  in  the  Army 
and  the  Navy.  “Red”  dayman,  of  the 
Warner  shipping  department,  is  the  dis- 
tributor. 


Renew  Wolfgang  Reinhardt 

Hollywood — Wolfgang  Reinhardt,  asso- 
ciate producer  for  Metro,  has  been  given 
a new  term  contract.  His  next  will  be 
“Adopted  Daughter.” 

(I  ■■ 

To  Hear  Appeal  on 
"Ramparts"  Ban 

Pittsburgh — The  state  supreme  court 
will  hear  an  appeal  from  a ban  on  "The 
Ramparts  We  Watch"  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania board  of  motion  nicture  censors 
the  week  of  October  28.  Interpolation  of 
scenes  showing  Nazi  terrorism  in  Poland 
caused  the  previously-approved  film  to 
be  barred  by  the  censors.  The  ban  has 
been  upheld  by  the  common  pleas  court. 

The  appeal  was  granted  to  RKO  and 
March  of  Time,  distributor  and  producer, 
who  stated,  if  necessary,  they  will  carry 
their  appeal  to  "the  highest  court  in  the 
land." 
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H M.  GOODMAN,  United  Artists  branch 
manager,  was  host  to  a capacity  audi- 
ence at  the  Colony  when  he  screened  “The 
Thief  of  Bagdad”  . . . Herman  Garfield  of 
New  York  and  Hollywood  is  spending  a 
couple  of  weeks  in  town  visiting  film 
friends  . . . Jack  Shulman,  owner  of  the 
Lexington,  Cleveland,  and  the  Lake, 
Painesville,  and  Mrs.  Shulman  are  boost- 
ing the  U.  of  P.  football  team.  Reason 
is  that  their  son,  Jimmy,  is  a member  of 
the  freshman  class  at  the  Wharton  School 
of  the  University. 

“Red”  dayman  of  the  Warner  ship- 
ping department  is  distributing  to  exhibi- 
tors, free  of  charge,  two  official  govern- 
ment  films  dealing  with  enlistment.  They 
are  “Guarding  the  Colors”  and  “Wings 
Over  America.”  Each  runs  four  minutes 
. . . Sylvia  Chisek  of  Vitagraph,  sister  of 
Columbia’s  branch  manager,  Lester  Zuck- 
er.  has  announced  her  engagement  to 
Henry  Stern  of  this  city  . . . Jack  Southe, 
artist  of  the  Warner  Theatre  department, 
celebrated  another  birthday  on  October 
10  and  Manny  Pearlstein,  Warner  public- 
ity and  exploitation  director,  added  an- 
other year  on  October  11. 

To  Chicago  over  the  weekend  went  Louis 
Lamm,  manager  of  the  Palace,  Lorain, 
with  his  family  and  the  Julius  Lamms 
of  the  Uptown,  Cleveland,  to  attend  the 
marriage  of  Blanche  Lamm,  daughter  of 
the  Louis  Lamms,  to  Mr.  Jack  Abrams  of 
Milwaukee.  The  young  couple  will  live 
in  Milwaukee  after  an  extended  honey- 
moon trip  . . . The  Madison,  owned  by  the 
Scoville,  Essick  and  Reif  circuit,  will  in- 
troduce its  audience  to  Movie  Turf  as  a 
weekly  feature  starting  October  25.  Movie 
Turf,  sold  locally  by  John  Himmelein,  is 
now  in  its  sixth  week  at  the  Lorain  Fulton, 

Arine  Rose,  who  was  secretary  to  a suc- 
cession of  Paramount  district  managers 
and  now  lives  a domestic  life  in  Des 
Moines  as  the  wife  of  the  Des  Moines  Ross 
Federal  branch  manager,  is  here  on  a 
visit  to  her  family  accompanied  by  the 
seven-mo7ith-old  son  . . . J . O.  Flaherty 
opened  the  Plaza,  Youngstown,  last  Sat- 
urday after  doing  the  place  over  from 
entrance  to  exit.  The  house  is  owned  by 
L.  J.  Frisch  of  Campbell  and  Ashtabula 
Harbor  . . . Rialto,  Elyria,  long  closed, 
is  going  through  a renovation  process  in 
anticipation  of  being  reopened. 

J.  R.  Watts  of  National  Theatre  Supply 
has  been  promoted  to  the  sales  force  . . . 
Cleveland’s  one  and  only  Newsreel  Thea- 
tre, now  in  course  of  construction  on 
lower  Euclid  Ave.,  has  set  December  15  as 
the  tentative  opening  date  . . . Tim  Mc- 
Coy, who  is  appearing  in  the  “Frontier 
Marshal”  western  series  for  PRC,  is  about 
to  start  out  on  a personal  appearance  tour 
of  the  middle  west,  including  Ohio,  ac- 
cording to  Bernard  Ruben,  local  PRC 
branch  manager. 

Miss  Sadie  Meckler  of  the  Metro  front 
office  announces  her  engagement  to  Fred 
Wolff  of  this  city.  The  wedding  will  take 
place  in  the  spring. 

“Lady  Esther”  Clark,  owner  of  the 
Community  Theatre,  Cadiz,  holds  her 
annual  beef  steak  dinner  for  exchange 
managers  and  film  salesmen  next  Thurs- 
day at  her  farm  near  Cadiz  . . . Ralph 
Bevington  of  the  Wayne,  Waynesburg,  is 
passing  out  cigars  to  celebrate  the  safe 
arrival  of  a new  daughter.  Sue  Carroll  by 
name  . . . Mrs.  Bevington,  captain  of 
the  theatre’s  popcorn  machine,  is  back 


ft  ■ ^ 

"Zouo"  Will  Bow 
In  Queen  City 

Cincinnati — "The  Mark  oi  Zorro"  will 
be  world-premiered  here  November  1 at 
the  RKO  Albee  and  Shubert  theatres,  it 
is  announced  by  J.  J.  Grady  of  the  20th- 
Fox  exchange.  The  Queen  City  was 
chosen  in  honor  of  Tyrone  Power,  who 
stars  in  the  film  and  who  got  his  the- 
atrical start  here  as  an  usher  for  Ike 
Libson. 

Power,  his  wife  (Annabella)  and  Mrs. 
Patia  Power,  his  mother,  will  make  per- 
sonal appearances  at  both  houses. 

Arrangements  are  in  charge  of  Col. 
Arthur  Frudenfeld  and  a corps  of  pub- 
licity shooters  are  already  busy  getting 
the  town  ready  for  the  event. 

on  duty  but  has  been  put  on  a diet — no 
more  popcorn  for  her. 

Miss  Linda  Paget,  one  of  the  very  few 
women  operating  theatres  in  this  territory, 
has  joined  the  procession,  and  is  giving 
away  glassware  at  her  Lansing  Theatre, 
Lansing. 

Robert  Menches,  owner  of  the  Liberty, 
Akron,  is  taking  a rest  cure  at  St.  Thomas’ 
Hospital  . . . Paul  Vogel,  who  took  over 
the  family  interests  in  the  Liberty,  Wells- 
ville,  following  the  death  of  his  father, 
has  just  completed  building  the  new  Rus- 
sell Theatre  at  Millersburg  and  has  now 
turned  his  attention  to  his  own  house 
which  will  be  entirely  remodeled. 

Wayne  Kimball,  former  owner  of  the 
Louis  Theatre  at  Louisville,  Ohio,  is  re- 
ported to  be  taking  bids  on  a new  house 
which  he  plans  to  build  in  the  old  home 
town  . . . Chris  Velas  will  soon  start  a 
remodeling  job  of  the  old  Home  Theatre 
at  Bridgeport,  having  recently  purchased 
the  property. 

Mrs.  James  Schlanz,  who  helps  her  hus- 
band operate  the  Grand.  Neffs,  Ohio,  is 
on  the  road  to  recovery,  following  a too 
long  illness  ...  If  you  see  a very  spiffy 
new  light  grey  automobile  parked  along 
Filmrow  you  will  know  that  Joe  Lissauer 
of  the  W.  N.  Skirball  circuit  is  in  the 
vicinity. 


Milestone  to  Guide  Colman 

Hollywood — Lewis  Milestone  will  di- 
rect an  as  yet  untitled  Ronald  Colman 
starrer  for  Producer  William  Hawks.  RKO 
will  release. 

ft  

"Oomph  Today,  Boom 
Tomorrow" 

Pittsburgh — There's  a place  for  every- 
thing in  today's  defense  industry.  Even 
old  movie  films. 

A new  plant  to  convert  old  films  into 
high  explosives  is  about  to  be  estab- 
lished at  Lake  Crystal,  near  Minneapolis. 
Here  nitrate  will  be  extracted  from  the 
smash  hits  of  yesterday  and  will  be  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  TNT  and  other 
powerful  charges. 

The  thrilling  sagas  of  the  screen,  over 
which  you  once  laughed  and  cried  and 
applauded,  are  about  to  be  reduced  to  a 
poof  out  of  a big  gun.  And  Clark  Gable 
and  Robert  Taylor  are  about  to  go  up 
in  smoke. 

In  defense,  anything  goes. — PITTS- 
BURGH PRESS. 
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CIKMCIIMMATII 

T J.  GRADY,  20th-Fox  branch  manager, 
* is  Queen  City  Variety  Club  golf  cham- 
pion. He  won  the  playoff  from  Harold 
Merton,  who  tied  with  him  in  the  recent 
annual  golf  tournament  at  Summit  Hills. 
The  victory  entitles  Grady  to  the  Variety 
Club  trophy  for  one  year,  with  his  name 
engraved  on  the  cup.  In  addition,  he  was 
presented  with  a gold  diamond-studded 
tiepin  . . . Metro’s  John  Allen,  William 
Devaney,  E.  M.  Booth,  branch  manager, 
and  J.  J.  Maloney,  district  manager,  were 
guests  in  the  press  box  at  the  recent 
World’s  Series  final  game. 

Announcements  have  gone  forth  from 
Secretary  Saul  M.  Greenberg  of  the  Va- 
riety Club  that  the  annual  election  is  set 
for  Friday,  November  18,  and  the  instal- 
lation of  new  officers  will  be  on  Monday, 
December  2.  Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  RKO 
Theatres  general  manager,  is  present  chief 
barker  . . . Other  planned  Variety  doings 
are  a barn  dance  and  frolic,  the  arrange- 
ments of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  Mono- 
gram’s William  Onie,  and  a contemplated 
boxing  tournament,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  Harry  Hartman. 

Spontaneous  applause  in  local  first  run 
houses  is  unusual,  and  repeated  applause 
almost  unheard  of.  Yet  the  dance  rou- 
tine of  the  Nicholas  Bros.,  the  colored 
team  in  “Down  Argentine  Way,”  drew 
loud  plaudits  from  the  audiences  that 
packed  the  RKO  Albee  for  the  20th-Fox 
film  . . . Miss  Annabelle  Ward,  Ward  El- 
liott circuit,  Lexington,  here  on  a recent 
visit  from  the  coast,  has  returned  to  the 
studios  where  she  is  associated  with  the 
production  end  of  Phoenix  Pictures. 

Frank  Carnahan,  who  is  building  a new 
theatre  at  Irvine,  Ky.,  has  taken  a lease 
on  the  theatre  at  Ravenna,  which  has  been 
closed.  He  will  reopen  the  house  . . . Andy 
Niedenthal  has  installed  new  seats  in  his 
Norwood,  Ohio,  house  . . . The  Cinema 
Club  will  meet  October  26  at  the  Variety 
Club.  Bob  Clark,  Paramount,  and  Harry 
Bugie,  Republic,  have  been  elected  to  ac- 
tive membership. 

Charley  Aaron,  Sunset,  Charleston,  W. 
Va.,  visited  the  Row.  His  new  house  at 
Charleston  will  be  called  the  West  . . . 
Warner’s  Mary  Robinson  is  receiving  good 
wishes  from  her  friends  on  her  approach- 
ing wedding  to  Miles  Hoffman,  October  19 
. . . United  Artists  extended  invitations 
to  exhibitors  to  attend  the  screening  of 
the  Technicolor  feature,  “Thief  of  Bag- 
dad,” which  is  to  be  roadshown  upon  re- 
lease. Preview  was  held  October  18  at 
the  Forest. 

Max  Goldberg  is  reported  planning  a 
new  theatre  at  Beattyville,  Ky.  . . . Vis- 
itors calling  along  the  Row  and  taking  in 
the  Red’s  victory  game  included:  Charles 
Behlan,  Lexington;  Frank  Ferguson,  Avon- 
dale; Virgil  Jackson  and  Ev  Bennet,  Day- 
ton;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phil  Chakeres,  Spring- 
field;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  O’Brien  and 
Jonas  Thomas,  also  of  Springfield  . . . 
F.  Robertson,  Springfield,  Ky.,  was  a 
doubly  elated  fan,  as  his  favorite  pitcher 
is  Paul  Derringer,  who  also  hails  from 
Springfield,  Ky. 


17-Week  Run 

Pittsburgh — After  establishing  all-time 
records  for  playing  time  and  admissions, 
“The  Burning  Question,”  a drug-sex  film, 
closed  at  the  Art  Cinema,  October  11.  The 
engagement  extended  over  17  weeks. 
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Eighth  Annual  Convention 

of  the 

INDEPENDENT  THEATRE 
OWNERS  OF  OHIO 

In  conjunction  with  the  foregoing  a 

TESTIMONIAL  BANQUET 

will  be  given  in  honor  of 

MARTIN  0.  SMITH 

President  of  the  Association 


BUSINESS  SESSIONS: 

Wednesday,  October  30th — 1:00  p.  m. 
Thursday,  October  31st — 2:00  p.  m. 


TESTIMONIAL  BANQUET: 

Wednesday,  October  30th — 7:00  p.  m. 


Display  of  the  latest  in  theatre  equipment 
and  accessories 


Headquarters: 

HOTEL  DESHLER-WALLICK 

Columbus,  Ohio 
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: Lobby  Stuff  : 

■ — -!/ 

Courlesy  Michigan  Allied's  21st  Convention 
at  Jackson. 

ROUTE,  we  had  a little  cross-section 
of  filmites  and  their  houses — S.  T.  Con- 
gress' little  Lyric.  Alex  Schreiber’s  all- 
night  Loop,  and  its  opposition — Jack  Bro- 
der’s  Times  Square,  Bill  Schulte’s  Bagley, 
Ben  Cohn’s  Senate  and  Kramer,  Mike 
Chargot’s  Chopin  and  Imperial,  Anthony 
Dubiel’s  Graystone,  and  Walter  Shafer’s 
model  suburban  Garden  City  . . . Shafer 
and  Schreiber  were  two  of  the  door-guards 
at  the  session  . . . Warren  Slee,  M-G-M 
exploiteer,  running  around  greeting  every- 
body. His  big  greeting  signs  in  the  lobby 
caught  all  eyes. 


Supply  men  thick  in  the  lobby:  W.  J. 
Turnbull,  National  Theatre  Supply  man- 
ager, with  Clarence  Williamson  . . . Ernie 
Forbes  around  having  a good  time  . . . 
George  McArthur  talking  to  two  ladies  in 
that  other  corner  . . . Mort  Winston  of 
Typocraft,  in  a blue  golfing  outfit  . . . Har- 
old C.  Robinson,  Chief  Barker  of  “Variety, 
greeting  Barkers  and  others. 


Judy  Garland  and  Mickey  Rooney  on 
pre-stamped  postcards  in  everybody’s  mail- 
box, so  they  could  write  home  about 
“Strike  Up  the  Band”  . . . Clive  Waxman, 
Grand  Rapids  independent  booker,  a close 
follower  of  the  exhibitor’s  problems.  He 
knows  the  selling  side  too  . . . Bill  Flemion, 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.  manager,  re- 
splendent in  a green  shirt  . . . George  W. 
Sampson,  attending  for  the  first  time  as 
representative  for  Monogram,  may  also  be 
present  next  year  as  an  exhibitor,  if  he 
goes  through  with  that  building  plan  . . . 
Stanley  Marz  of  Saginaw,  jovially  present 
. . . J.  E.  Stocker  of  the  Myrtle,  Detroit, 
one  of  the  real  old-timers  who  came  out 
. . . Dow  Thompson,  of  United  Detroit  cir- 
cuit, who  used  to  be  assistant  office  man- 
ager of  Allied,  renewing  acquaintances  . . . 
Mannie  Smerling,  Confection  Cabinet 
manager,  ably  abetted  by  Assistant  George 
Bernstein. 


Pennell  Family  a whole  body  in  them- 
selves— first  time  they  all  came  together 
in  20  years.  Fred  Pennell  sr.  of  the  Busco, 
at  Churubusco,  Ind.;  Fred  jr.  of  Decatur 
and  Hartford,  Mich.,  and  Bob  of  Bronson, 
Mich.,  exhibitors  all  . . . F.  A.  Schneider, 
veteran  of  the  Stratford,  Detroit,  out  with 
his  two  daughters,  who  help  run  the  house 
— Bernadette  and  Gertrude — and  Bill 
Schuttenhelm  of  the  Globe,  slyly  picked  a 
seat  right  between  ’em  . . . Floyd  Chrysler 
holding  forth  as  host  up  in  Hospital  Cen- 
ter— 413 — known  as  Leo’s  Lair  . . . Lou 
Lobar  doing  a nice  Egyptian  dance  for 
visitors — he  was  M-G-M  manager  at 
Cairo,  till  the  war  . . . Joseph  G.  Portell, 
who  just  sold  out  the  'Virginia  and  the 
Greenwood,  saying  farewell  before  going 
to  Florida  . . . P.  S.:  Joe  had  a clean 
shave. 


Bill  Schulte,  who  shared  the  suite  with 
Joe  Portell,  found  the  big  Leo  out  on  his 
door,  and  decided  the  lion  had  gone  astray 
. . . Joseph  Uvick  of  the  Thumb  Theatre, 
at  Deckerville,  was  doubling — he’s  also  at- 
torney for  Schulte. 


Doc.  (H.  C.)  Gallup  of  Marquette,  who 
has  a string  of  houses  in  the  Upper  Penin- 
sula, couldn’t  come  because  of  his  daugh- 
ter’s birthday  party  . . . Paul  Schlossman, 
Muskegon,  kept  away  by  his  recent  injury 
. . . Cass  Beechler,  sick,  but  decided  to 
come  anyway  . . . Pearl  Sprott,  Allied  of- 
fice manager,  running  things  very  ef- 
ficiently . . . Sam  Ackerman  of  the  East 


Side,  Detroit,  almost  lost  his  hotel  reser- 
vations ...  So  did  Abram  F.  Myers,  but  he 
was  a special  customer  . . . Sam  didn’t 
understand  why  that  mirror  got  broken 
23  years  ago  ...  Ed  Kirchner  busy  about 
that  Variety  Club  luncheon  . . . Alex 
Schreiber  of  Associated  rated  the  first 
phone  call  out  of  the  meeting. 


BOHEMIAN  SUPPER: 

Tuesday  night’s  feature — hot  dogs  and 
pig’s  feet  . . . Two  good  looking  girls  pass- 
ing out  American  flag  pins  at  the  door, 
were  from  M-G-M.  A tieup  with  the  short, 
“The  Flag  Speaks”  . . . Syd  Bowman  and 
Moe  Dudelson  of  UA  arguing  about  how 
to  get  down  to  the  dinner  . . . John  R.  Mc- 
Pherson, new  National  Screen  manager, 
and  salesman,  Charles  H.  Powell,  had  no 
trouble  finding  their  way  . . . Dow  Thomp- 
son busy  collecting  tickets  at  the  door  . . . 
Mrs.  Bill  Cassidy  was  a much-interested 
spectator  in  that  magic  act  . . . The 
magician’s  name  was  Dr.  Y,  by  the  way  . . . 
Claude  Cady,  the  ex-Lansing  exhibitor 
turned  postmaster,  was  a stooge  for  the 
Doctor  and  official  card-reader  for  Bingo 
afterward  . . . Jack  Stewart,  Universal 
salesman,  going  around  with  his  pipe. 


Mrs.  Harold  C.  Robinson  won  the  first 
prize — six  pairs  of  hose — and  she  repeated 
later  . . . 'W.  S.  McLaren,  who  called  off 
the  numbers,  kept  getting  them  mixed  . . . 
Syd  Chapman,  'WB  salesman  from  up- 
state, going  the  rounds  greeting  friends 
. . . Mrs.  Cassidy  won  a foundation,  and 
Jack  Stewart  a five  spot.  Pete  C.  Schram 
of  Kalamazoo  was  back  for  a second  help- 
ing of  Bohemian  smorgasbord  . . . Floyd 
Chrysler,  M-G-M,  wouldn’t  knuckle  under 
while  those  pig  hocks  lasted. 


Hope  of  Production 
In  More  Filmgoers 


Detroit — Hollywood’s  hopes  for  main- 
taining a high  production  standard  in  the 
face  of  a rapidly  evaporating  foreign  mar- 
ket, are  tied  up  with  an  increase  in  thea- 
tre attendance  in  the  United  States,  H.  M. 
Richey,  assistant  to  'William  F.  Rodgers, 
M-G-M’s  general  sales  manager,  declared 
in  a talk  before  the  Women’s  Professional 
Club  in  Jackson,  Mich.  Richey  was  in 
Jackson  for  the  Michigan  Allied  conven- 
tion. 

It  is  “impossible”  to  make  up  the  losses 
of  production  companies  caused  by  the 
war  from  the  American  exhibitor,  Richey 
pointed  out.  “If  a portion  of  it  is  to  be 
salvaged,”  he  said,  it  “must  come  from  in- 
creased attendance  by  the  American 
public.” 

“Today,  as  never  before,”  Ric’ney  told 
the  women,  “motion  pictures  are  an 
American  institution.  With  the  produc- 
tion of  foreign  pictures  stopped,  the  world 
looks  to  America  for  its  picture  entertain- 
ment, and  for  the  preservation  of  the  art 
that  has  brought  both  pleasure  and  profit 
to  so  many  millions. 

“Today  in  every  country  where  Hitler 
has  domination,  pictures  from  the  com- 
pany I represent  are  barred  from  show- 
ing, because  we  dared  produce  such  pic- 
tures as  ‘Mortal  Storm.’  Because  of  the 
state  of  the  populace,  the  pictures  of  most 
other  companies  are  not  being  shown  in 
the  conquered  or  dominated  countries. 

“This  means  a gross  loss  to  the  various 
companies  of  five  to  25  million  dollars 
each,  a loss  that  it  is  impossible  to  make 
up  in  the  American  market  from  the 
American  exhibitor,  but  which,  if  a por- 
tion of  it  is  to  be  salvaged,  must  come  from 
increased  attendance  by  the  American 
public.” 


: Banquet  Notes  ; 

^ ■ - - - - . . .jj 

At  Michigan  Allied  Convention 
in  Jackson. 

BILL  FLEMION,  manager  for  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.,  became  ill  and  had  to 
leave  for  home  ...  Ed  Kirchner  shaving 
and  talking  to  reporters  . . . Harold  San- 
delman  of  M-G-M  and  Jean  Buermele 
seen  together  . . . Ethel  Sylvester  was  the 
little  blonde  from  the  Allied  office  hand- 
ling registrations  . . . Henderson  M.  Richey 
had  his  first  convention  in  the  film  in- 
dustry right  here  in  Jackson  in  1922  . . . 
Joseph  A.  Smith  was  just  under  the  wire 
for  the  afternoon  meeting  . . . Harry  Ho- 
bolth,  Imlay  City,  was  kept  away  by 
spraining  his  leg  due  to  a bucking  bicycle. 


Joe  Denniston  reminisced  of  the  time 
when  “Hen”  started  in  as  “just  a plain 
movie  fan”  back  in  his  cub  reporter  days 
in  Mom'oe  . . . Ray  Branch  was  toastmas- 
ter for  the  evening  . . . Abram  F.  Myers, 
who  gave  the  longest — but  still  brief — 
talk  of  the  evening,  called  him  “Allied’s 
perpetual  president”  . . . John  Howard, 
Paramount  manager,  arrived  just  before 
the  big  affair  . . . Cully  Buermele  showed 
up  at  the  same  time,  but  was  reported 
earlier  . . . Henry  Carley  was  one  of  the 
few  Allied  leaders  unable  to  attend  this 
time  . . . J.  E.  Stocker  and  Fred  H.  Wit- 
ters— latter  the  only  new  director — left  too 
early  to  take  their  bows  when  the  celeb- 
rities were  introduced. 


Lou  Wisper  first  seen  at  banquet  time 
. . . Ed  Weingarden,  UA,  thought  a lot 
happened  at  the  convention:  it  did  . . . 
Mrs.  Branch  was  the  brave  lady  who 
thwarted  the  plan  to  incarcerate  her 
hubby  in  the  big  prison  . . . Lou  Lobar 
stood  up  to  take  the  bows  when  Frank 
Downey’s  name  was  called  . . . Eddie 
Westcott  and  Lou  Greenley  were  the  only 
salesmen  rating  places  at  the  head  table 
. . . Jack  Kirsch,  head  of  Illinois  Allied, 
gave  a brief  talk  on  cooperation  between 
exhibitor  organizations  . . . Richey  made 
a speech  that  will  go  down  in  history  as 
the  most  succinct  on  record;  here  it  is  in 
full:  “Hello.” 


Jack  Davis  was  m.  c.  for  the  show,  and 
Betty  Bryden,  who  booked  it,  was  back  of 
the  scenes,  too  . . . Ralph  Ruben,  under 
cover  for  two  days,  popped  up  at  the  ban- 
quet near  the  charming  Schneider  sisters. 
Their  dad,  F.  A.  Schneider,  managed  to  be 
the  tallest  man  at  the  affair  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carl  Krueger  of  Jam  Handy  came  in 
after  spending  a day  in  Grand  Rapids  . . . 
L.  C.  Becker  of  American  Seating  and 
Frank  Lorenzen,  Theatrical  Florist,  were 
late-comers. 


Joe  Portell  leading  the  singing  after- 
ward, abetted  by  Lou  Lobar’s  rich  bari- 
tone. Joe  disclosed  that  Ollie  Brooks  gave 
him  his  first  job — and  now  Joe’s  retiring 
and  Ollie  goes  on  and  on  . . . Bill  Robin- 
son and  his  young  bride  sitting  in  the 
window  seat,  enjoying  the  show  . . . Abram 
Myers  and  Jack  Kirsch  were  guests  of 
John  R.  McPherson  and  Charles  H.  Powell 
up  in  National  Screen  quarters  later  . . . 
Leo’s  Lair  once  more  was  the  hospitality 
center  for  the  windup. 


Stills  for  "Hit  Parade" 

Cleveland — In  response  to  demands  for 
literature  on  “Hit  Parade  of  1941,”  Nat 
L.  Lefton,  Republic  franchise  owner,  is 
sending  out  advance  stills  and  notices  to 
all  exhibitors  in  the  territory. 
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lyjANY  film  executives  and  exhibitors  are 
in  town  to  witness  the  Pitt  vs.  Ford- 
ham  grid  game  October  19  and  to  attend 
the  Variety  Club’s  12th  annual  banquet 
October  20.  Reservations  poured  in  all 
week  for  the  Sunday  night  event  and 
Harry  Peinstein  and  John  McGreevey  were 
busy  with  problems  of  seating.  Listed  as 
speakers  at  the  banquet  were  Charles 
Laughton,  Sen.  James  J.  Davis,  Jim  Crow- 
ley, Joe  E.  Brown,  James  Roosevelt  and 
others  prominent  in  the  industry  and  af- 
fairs of  state  . . . John  H.  Harris  was  the 
only  representative  of  the  film  industry  to 
be  honored  during  the  year  by  the  Ameri- 
can Jewish  Outlook,  the  New  Year  edition 
showing  that  he  received  a floral  salute 
for  outstanding  service  to  the  community. 

Max  Shulgold,  manager  of  Crown  ex- 
change, spent  most  of  last  week  in  New 
York  on  business  . . . New  stenographer  at 
the  Universal  office  is  Harriett  Elizabeth 
Hill  . . . Terry  Turner,  well-known  exploi- 
teer,  is  here  with  Charles  Laughton  for 
the  latter’s  one-day  personal  appearance 
at  Loew’s  Penn.  The  English  star  will  re- 
main in  the  city  for  the  Variety  banquet 
. . . Harry  Goldstein,  Paramount  district 
manager,  was  a recent  visitor  . . . Lando 
Central  Theatre,  Center  Avenue,  opened  a 
Yiddish  play  season  last  Saturday.  William 
Lando  made  an  effort  to  re-establish  a 
film  policy  but  turned  to  the  stock  com- 
pany instead. 

Lew  and  Milt  Lefton  are  enthusiastic 
regarding  the  new  four-unit  production 
system  of  Producers  Releasing  Corp.  A 
new  feature  picture  is  now  in  release 
every  other  week,  the  local  PRC  distribu- 


tors state.  The  Pittsburgh  office  is  lead- 
ing the  country  in  sales  and  collections 
. . . Danny  Davis  spent  several  days  in 
New  York  with  Johnny  Long,  the  orches- 
tra leader,  Milt  Karle,  Long’s  publicity 
representative,  Fred  Kelley  of  “The  Time 
of  Your  Life”  and  Don  Lieberto  of  “Du- 
Barry  Was  a Lady.”  The  latter  two  are 
Pittsburghers  and  will  be  seen  here  this 
season  in  these  plays  . . . Fred  Querner 
of  the  Dome,  who  has  been  in  ill  health 
for  a long  period,  was  a welcome  Pilmrow 
visitor  the  other  day  . . . Many  members 
of  the  trade  attended  the  grand  opening 
of  the  new  Penn,  Mount  Pleasant,  Tues- 
day . . . The  Pat  Notariannis  of  the 
Knox,  Knox,  Pa.,  are  parents  of  a daugh- 
ter, born  September  23.  New  arrival  has 
been  named  Patricia  Ann. 

Harry  Batastini,  Punxsutawney  exhibi- 
tor, who  plans  a 300-seaf  theatre  at 
Marienville,  Forest  County,  has  appointed 
Raymond  Fisher  of  Pittsburgh  as  archi- 
tect . . . “There  Shall  Be  No  Night,”  with 
Alfred  Lunt  and  Lynn  Fontanne,  opens  in 
the  Nixon  the  night  of  Armistice  Day, 
Monday,  November  11  . . . Jim  Alexander 
put  his  Hilltop  YMCA  Drive  over  the  top, 
as  usual.  One  of  the  new  subscribers  is 
Smiley  Burnette. 

The  “Friendly  Company”  will  steal  the 
AMPTO  convention  as  they  did  last  year. 
Among  M-G-M  features  will  be  a.  welcome 
valance  on  the  Roosevelt  Hotel  marquee, 
banners,  favors,  flowers,  souvenirs,  cigars, 
the  personal  appearance  of  the  lion  cub, 
Leo  jr.,  and  surprises.  Charlie  Baron  is 
doing  up  the  job  right  . . . Art  Levy,  Co- 
lumbia manager,  was  in  Cincinnati  for  a 
special  meeting  with  the  company  branch 


managers,  Lester  Zucker,  Cleveland,  and 
Allan  Moritz,  Cincinnati,  with  Sam  Gal- 
anty,  Washington  district  manager,  in 
charge  . . . After  serving  National  Theatre 
Supply  for  13  years  as  a local  salesman, 
Walter  E.  Dyck  has  resigned  to  join  Su- 
perior Supply. 

Among  those  who  attended  the  opening 
of  the  new  Madera,  Madera,  the  other 
evening  were  Charles  Szewczyk,  Boswell 
exhibitor;  Art  Levy  and  George  Tice  of 
Columbia  Pictures;  Saul  Perilmaii  of 
Monogram;  F.  D.  “Dinty”  Moore,  Vita- 
graph,  and  Walt  Dyck.  All  had  high  praise 
for  the  new  Mid-State  circuit  house  lo- 
cated on  the  site  of  the  former  Liberty, 
which  had  been  inactive  for  more  than  six 
years.  A house  feature  is  a “refreshment 
annex,”  and  Hostess  Anne  Surovy  serves 
cold  sandwiches,  candy,  soft  drinks,  ice 
cream  and  popcorn.  Madera  has  legalized 
Sunday  exhibitions.  W.  K.  Jackson,  Miss 
M.  E.  Shively,  J.  L.  McKeown  and  H.  J. 
Thompson,  Clearfield  Amusement  head, 
staged  a grand  opening. 

Several  girls  at  the  Vitagraph  exchange 
have  been  promoted  with  the  resignation 
of  Betty  Murray,  cashier.  Jay  Angel  has 
replaced  her  and  Helen  Hageter  moves 
into  the  assistant  position  in  the  cashier’s 
department,  while  Dorothy  Jarabin  takes 
over  the  latter’s  former  post.  New  em- 
ploye is  Carmeleta  Bechstein.  The  promo- 
tions are  in  keeping  with  Grad  Sears’ 
policy  of  advancing  from  the  ranks.  Bob 
Dunbar,  office  manager,  points  out  . . . 
Charles  Aaron  and  Nat  Rochlin,  M-G-M 
auditors,  are  on  duty  here  . . . Ryna  Mattes 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Catholic  Press  Actively 
Opposing  Sunday  Shows 

Pittsburgh  — The  Catholic  press  here 
this  week  was  actively  opposing  Sunday 
motion  pictures,  viewing  such  exhibitions 
“as  a part  of  the  atheistic  attempt  to 
secularize  modern  life,”  and  urging  their 
defeat  at  the  November  5 referendums. 

The  Pittsburgh  Catholic,  official  organ 
of  the  Diocese,  referred  to  the  1935  cam- 
paign for  legalization  of  Sunday  motion 
pictures,  and  stated  “the  film  interests  ex- 
pended ‘an  abundance  of  money  to  put 
the  measure  through,’  with  billboard  an- 
nouncements, ‘personal  appearances’  of 
Hollywood  stars,  and  extensive  advertis- 
ing in  the  daily  papers  (all  of  which 
reciprocated  by  giving  editorial  endorse- 
ment to  the  proposal),  and  in  spite  of 
vigorous  opposition  by  Protestant  and 
Catholic  forces,  working  in  close  coopera- 
tion, the  proposal  won  out  in  most  of  the 
large  communities.” 


Claim  Bit  of  Credit  for 
Laundering  of  "Cargo" 

Pittsburgh — “Strange  Cargo”  has  been 
“laundered”  because  of  protests,  demon- 
strations and  boycotts,  and  M-G-M  has 
issued  a revised  version,  the  Pittsburgh 
Catholic  reported  this  week.  Originally  a 
“Class  C — Condemned”  film,  as  listed  by 
the  Legion  of  Decency,  the  picture  is  now 
“Class  A-II — Unobjectionable  for  Adults.” 
The  official  Catholic  paper  continued; 

“This  is  of  only  ‘it-might-have-been’ 
interest  to  the  Pittsburgh  district,  for  the 
original  version — the  dirty,  condemned  one 
— was  thoroughly  exhibited  hereabouts — 
in  the  downtown  theatres,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood houses,  for  children  and  adults, 
on  Sundays  and  weekdays — so  that  there 
can  be  scarcely  any  market  left  for  the 
one  which  represents  a victory  for  the 
forces  of  decency.  Perhaps  the  com- 
plaints made  here,  and  the  avoidance  of 
the  film  by  those  who  took  their  Legion  of 
Decency  pledge  seriously,  had  some  part  in 
forcing  the  fumigation.” 


UA  Manager  Goodman 
Suffers  Heart  Attack 

Cleveland  — A.  M.  Goodman,  United 
Artists  branch  manager,  suffered  a heart 
attack  while  golfing  at  the  Mankiki  Golf 
Club  over  the  weekend  and  is  now  at  his 
home  for  a rest  of  several  weeks. 

Goodman  had  just  finished  his  game  and 
was  preparing  to  join  Perc  Essick  and  a 
party  of  friends  at  dinner,  when  he  be- 
came ill.  He  was  rushed  to  Lakeside  Hos- 
pital where  his  trouble  was  diagnosed  as  a 
heart  attack. 


Named  the  Quaker 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio  — This  city’s 
new  $100,000  theatre,  which  will  be  for- 
mally opened  to  the  public  about  Novem- 
ber 1,  has  been  named  the  Quaker,  ac- 
cording to  an  announcement  by  Ray  Hick- 
man, district  manager  for  Shea  theatres. 
It  will  have  seating  accommodations  for 
800. 


Air-Coiulitione<l  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Montcalm 

.Meeting  pe.vce  for  the  industry 
‘‘Food  You’ll  Remember” 

DON  DRISCOEU  and  .JIMMY  KING 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
of  the  Warner  circuit’s  booking  depart- 
ment will  become  Mrs.  David  Farberow  on 
November  3. 

Bill  Scott,  UA  sales  representative,  has 
a new  Chrysler  . . . Israel  Roth,  Perm 
Avenue  exhibitor,  was  in  a local  hospital 
this  week  for  a carbuncle  operation  . . . 
W.  F.  Fannin  of  International  Seating 
Corp.  was  a visitor  at  the  Superior  Sup- 
ply . . . Herman  Goldberg  of  Warner’s 
building  department  was  here  this  week 
in  connection  with  the  proposed  new  ex- 
change building  which  will  be  erected  at 
the  corner  of  Miltenberger  Street  and  the 
Blvd.  He  was  seen  on  Filmrow  with  Vic- 
tor A.  Rigaumont,  local  architect  . . . Bill 
Nidetch’s  family  has  removed  residence 
from  Portage  to  Claysburg,  where  Bill 
operates  the  Casino. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Shanklin  of  Ronce- 
verte,  W.  Va.,  have  returned  from  a two- 
week  tour  through  New  England  and  Can- 
ada. Jim  reports  visits  in  Montreal,  Port- 
land, Boston,  New  York  and  Washington 
were  uneventful  but  very  much  enjoyed  as 
this  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  in- 
vaded “the  double  feature  territory”  . . . 
William  D.  Dipson,  24,  son  of  Nikitas  D. 
Dipson,  circuit  operator,  has  enlisted  in 
the  U.  S.  Army  and  has  been  assigned  to 
the  Quartermaster’s  Corps,  Mitchell  Field, 
L.  I.  . . . Louisa  F.  Bender,  sister  of  Louis 
J.  Bender  of  Millvale,  died  last  Sunday. 

A7i  episode  of  a Columbia  serial  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  when  the  film  igyiited  in  a 
projection  machine  at  the  Pastime.  More 
than  a hundred  persons  filed  out  of  the 
theatre  in  orderly  manner,  and  there  was 
little  loss  except  for  the  film,  according  to 
Mannie  Steinberg,  manager  . . . The 
Charles  Eagels  observed  their  22nd  anni- 
versary this  week.  He’s  the  Stanley  man- 
ager . . . Harry  Brown  and  his  Nixon  staff, 
including  Art  Lowe,  treasurer,  and  David 
Shayiahan,  boxoffice  assistant,  were  back 
on  the  job  this  week  . . . This  city  returns 
to  the  traditional  last  Thursday  of  No- 
vernber  for  Thanksgiving  Day.  Thus,  No- 
vember 28,  is  the  official  holiday  for  the 
city,  county  and  state. 

The  Warner  bookshelf  at  the  local 
neighborhood  houses  has  proved  very 
popular  with  theatre  patrons  who  are 
anxious  to  read  the  books  from  which 
Warners  will  produce  their  outstanding 
photoplays  for  the  season.  This  is  a 
gratis  service  . . . Letterheads  and  en- 
velopes of  Dattola  Amusements  state  these 
theatres  are  members  of  the  MPTOA 
whereas  they  have  always  been  Allied 
houses  . . . “Junior-Family”  listings  of 
films,  recently  resumed  for  weekly  publi- 
cation in  local  newspapers,  are  compiled 
by  the  Motion  Picture  Group  of  the  Alle- 
gheny Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs.  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Kerr  is  chairman  and  Mrs.  Esther 
Postgate  is  publicity  chairman,  assisted  b.v 
Mrs.  Willey  Swope,  Mrs.  Hewitt  Copper 
and  Mrs.  Don  Best. 


Reopen  Harris  Senator 

Pittsburgh — The  Harris  Senator,  closed 
since  mid-June,  reopened  Wednesday  with 
Universal’s  “Hired  Wife.” 


Frisch  Operates  Harbor 

Ashtabula  Harbor,  Ohio — The  Harbor, 
leased  to  Will  Thomas,  is  now  being  op- 
erated by  the  owner,  L.  J.  Frisch. 


Theatre  Eguipment  Jobs 
For  Detroit  and  Area 

Detroit — Recent  theatre  equipment  jobs 
in  Detroit  and  surrounding  area  follow: 

International  is  reseating  the  Perrien  for  Ed- 
ward Hilke  and  the  Catherine  for  John  Coveles- 
kie.  Other  International  installations  in  the  Kil- 
bride circuit’s  Dawn,  Detroit;  J.  H.  Methner, 
Gem,  Beaverton;  J.  C.  Ritter,  Rialto,  Detroit; 
Associated  Theatres,  Civic,  Farmington;  Bruce 
Freeman,  Roscommon,  Roscommon,  and  Harry 
Hobolth,  Midway,  Davison. 

Architect  Henry  M.  Freier  is  supervising  re- 
modeling of  the  Perrien,  with  stage  work  being 
completed;  new  front  is  to  follow. 

RCA  reports  sound  installations  for  Hill  (for- 
merly Alhambra),  Hillsdale,  Butterfield  circuit; 
Medbury,  Detroit,  Douis  Spann;  and  Joseph  Mel- 
lon’s Orr  at  Fowlerville  and  Chandler  at  Detroit. 

Amusement  Supply  has  installed  a screen  in 
the  Virginia  for  the  Portell  circuit. 

Altec  has  installed  new  sound  at  J.  H.  Meth- 
ner’s  Gem  at  Beaverton  and  in  Butterfield’s 
Bijou  at  Battle  Creek. 

American  is  reseating  the  Hollywood,  third 
largest  house  in  Michigan,  for  the  Cohen  Brothers. 
Joseph  Brown  & Co.  had  the  complete  redeco- 
ration contract  on  the  Ilollyw’ood,  as  well  as  on 
the  Broadway-Capitol  for  the  United  Detroit 
circuit. 

Long  Sign  is  installing  a new  marquee  on  the 
Hollywood,  a new  sign  on  J.  B.  Mellon’s  new  Orr 
at  Fowlerville,  and  a new  vertical  sign  and  mar- 
quee on  the  Moss  Brothers’  new  Parkside  in 
Detroit. 

Architect  Ted  Rogvoy  has  three  new  remodel- 
ing jobs  under  way:  For  the  Pascoe  circuit  at 
the  Campau  in  Hamtramck,  including  a new 
front;  for  J.  B.  Krul’s  Home,  including  general 
e.xterior  and  interior  modernization,  and  Wisper 
& Wetsman’s  newly-acquired  Oakman. 


"The  Thief  of  Bagdad" 

Is  Previewed  in  Pitt 

Pittsburgh — Exhibitors  of  the  territory 
were  guests  of  United  Artists  at  a speciai 
trade  showing  of  Alexander  Korda’s  “The 
Thief  of  Bagdad”  at  the  uptown  Riaito 
Thursday  afternoon.  The  screening  was 
arranged  by  Abe  Weiner,  UA  manager. 

Elaborately  produced  and  exploited  as 
“the  wonder  picture  of  all  time,”  the  re- 
make of  the  old  Douglas  Fairbanks  film 
is  screen  magic  and  Korda’s  greatest 
achievement.  Featured  is  a handsome 
newcomer,  John  Justin  and  Sabu,  who  has 
the  title  role,  Conrad  Veidt  and  June  Du- 
prez. — R.  F.  K. 


Drive-In  Closes  Season; 
Operators  to  Expand 

Pittsburgh — -The  Drive-In  Theatre  on 
Route  88  closed  for  the  season  October  12. 
Its  six-and-a-half  week  season  was  suc- 
cessful, according  to  George  C.  Davis, 
manager,  who  with  Norbert  Steam,  has 
plans  for  the  opening  of  three  additional 
Drive-In  theatres  in  the  local  area  next 
year.  They  are  now  closing  arrangements 
for  an  outdoor  theatre  site  on  Route  30 
between  East  McKeesport  and  Irwin. 


Warner  Club  to  Have  a 
Hallowe'en  Barn  Dance 

Cleveland — The  Warner  Club,  under  the 
leadership  of  President  Charles  Albert,  is 
all  set  for  a Hallowe’en  Barn  Dance  to 
be  held  in  the  Warner  Club  Room  the 
evening  of  November  1.  Featured  will  be 
a barn  dance,  with  novelty  favors,  a hill- 
billy orchestra  and  decorations  to  match 
the  occasion. 


Renovate  Gable  in  Sharon 

Sharon,  Pa. — The  Gable  is  being  reno- 
vated and  reseated  for  John  Muller. 
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Many  From  Trade  Attend 
Opening  of  New  Park 


Pittsburgh — The  new  Park,  opened  to 
the  public  October  8,  attracted  a large 
audience  to  its  premiere  and  a number 
of  members  of  the  industry  were  on  hand 
to  extend  congratulations  to  Leonard 
Perer,  manager,  and  his  cousin  and  as- 
sociate, Nate  Perer.  Several  dozen  floral 
tributes  greeted  the  newcomers  to  exhi- 
bition too.  Policy  of  the  neighborhood 
house  is  double  features. 

Among  members  of  the  trade  at  the 
opening  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  Hanna 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hymen  M.  Wheeler,  Re- 
public Pictures;  S.  David  Lefton,  Pro- 
ducers Releasing  Corp.;  Ed  Stuve,  Para- 
mount; Bob  Dunbar,  Vitagraph;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Arthur  F.  Morrone  and  Vince  Josack, 
Superior  M.  P.  Supply  Co.;  Clark  Smith, 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.;  Martin  M. 
Terner,  American  Theatrical  Valance  Co.; 
William  C.  Jervis  and  John  Steely,  RCA 
Photophone;  Eli  Kauffman,  National 
Screen  Accessories;  Archie  Fineman,  Jake 
Richman  and  Herman  Littlestone,  exhibi- 
tors; Larry  Katz,  Luther  Thompson  and 
Lou  Indo,  lATSE;  Bob  Klingensmith,  Box- 
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Reconstruction  Ahead 
On  Sheraden  Temple 

Pittsburgh — Remodeling  of  the  Sherodd 
Temple  in  Sheraden  into  a modern  700- 
seat  theatre  is  progressing  rapidly  and  an 
opening  is  contemplated  for  the  second 
week  in  November,  according  to  Michael 
N.  Shapiro  and  Archie  Fineman,  local  cir- 
cuit operators. 

Shapiro  and  Fineman  acquired  the 
Sheraden,  three  blocks  away,  several 
months  ago,  and  with  the  opening  of  the 
new  Temple,  this  circuit  will  have  seven 
theatres. 

Hold  Midnight  Premiere 
In  Tieup  for  "R  Day" 

Pittsburgh — The  Harris  Alvin  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  Wednesday  holiday,  “R 
Day,”  and  presented  a pre-holiday  mid- 
night premiere  of  20th-Fox’s  “Down 
Argentine  Way.”  Those  attending  Tues- 
day’s 10:30  p.  m.  showing  of  Universal’s 
“Hired  Wife”  viewed  the  new  attraction 
at  no  additional  admission  charge.  John 
H.  Harris  endorsed  “Down  Argentine  Way” 
as  the  “finest,  most  lavish  musical  com- 
edy ever  produced  on  the  screen.” 


Charles  Fickinger  Buys 
Sylvan  in  Coudersport 

CouDERSPORT,  Pa.  — The  new  Sylvan, 
which  was  opened  several  weeks  ago  by 
Joseph  A.  Angros  of  Leechburg,  has  been 
purchased  by  Charles  Fickinger,  owner 
and  manager  of  the  Coudersport.  Details 
were  not  announced,  but  the  sale  was 
registered  this  week.  Fickinger  has  been 
identified  in  exhibition  here  for  more 
than  six  years. 


Grand  Modernized 

Pittsburgh — The  Grand  in  Hazelwood 
has  been  modernized  with  a new  glass 
front.  The  booth  has  been  remodeled  and 
other  improvements  made.  The  house 
operates  only  two  days  weekly  and  fea- 
tures Hungarian  films.  The  Grand  is  one 
of  the  Shapiro-Fineman  houses  and  is  lo- 
cated just  a few  doors  from  their  Hazel- 
wood. 


p A.  SCHNEIDER  of  the  Stratford  a 

victim  of  facial  burns  from  a sunlamp 
. . . Dow  Thompson,  manager  of  the  Broad- 
way-Capitol  for  United  Detroit,  is  resign- 
ing to  go  to  California  where  he  plans 
to  establish  his  own  theatre  . . .Joe  Ren- 
ick has  left  Oliver  Theatre  Supply  (now 
Ernie  Forbes)  to  go  to  Chicago  . . . Jacob 
Boodman  of  Film  Cleaning  Service  is 
proud  of  that  “man”  in  his  name. 

Max  Blumenthal,  official  Film  Projec- 
tionist, had  surprise  visitors  sneak  into  his 
booth  . . . Geiie  Alexander,  Universal 
hooker,  worked  midnights  to  he  able  to 
take  in  the  World’s  Series  and  a weekend 
in  Cleveland  . . . Floyd  Chrysler  was  out 
to  the  last  Detroit  game  . . . G.  M.  Stude- 
haker.  National  Theatre  Supply,  has  a blue 
tie  that  matches  his  apron  ...  Milt  Cohen, 
RKO  salesman,  was  another  cold  victim 
. . . Mrs.  Arthur  D.  Kerwin  sends  us  the 
year’s  program  of  the  Greater  Detroit  Mo- 
tion Picture  Council;  she’s  president. 

Alex  Schreiber,  Associated  circuit,  again 
heads  the  Community  Fund  Drive’s 
Amusement  Division,  starting  October  28 
. . . Charlie  Snyder,  film  censor,  was  out 
of  town  for  a few  days,  so  he  went  to  a 
theatre  for  the  first  time  in  five  years — 
the  UA,  to  see  “Strike  Up  the  Band”  . . . 
Ed  Kirchner,  Harold  C.  Robinson  and  Alex 
Schreiber  are  going  down  to  the  annual 
Pittsburgh  Variety  banquet  . . . Mort 
Maius  has  been  transferred  from  mana- 
ger of  the  Loop  to  assistant  to  the  three 
managing  directors  (yep,  that’s  right — 
three)  of  Associated  circuit.  Joe  Klein, 
lately  a theatre  promotion  man  in  New 
York  and  Buffalo,  comes  in  as  manager 
of  the  Loop. 

Moss  Brothers  have  a heap  big  sign  on 
the  new  Parkside  . . . Charles  Elton  Buck, 
former  sales  manager  for  Industrial  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  commercial  film  producers,  has 
joined  Jam  Handy’s  service  contact  di- 
vision . . . Bill  Green  had  “Names  in 
Headlines’’  over  at  the  Barium  during  the 
World’s  Series  . . . Pete  Simon  jr.  find- 
ing the  eats  free  during  the  series — his 
father  is  newsreel  cameraman — gained  five 
pounds  at  one  game  . . . George  Ellul, 
managing  the  Empress,  had  a tonsillec- 
tomy, and  is  back  on  the  job.  Brother, 
Joe  Ellul,  the  owner,  is  flying  to  New 
York  with  his  wife  for  a rest. 

Charlie  Garner,  state-righter,  has  some 
big  news  breaking  . . . Bert  Williams, 
president  of  Allied  Film  Exchange,  has  sold 
out  his  interest  to  H.  Vinton  Gilbert,  who 
carries  on  as  manager.  Williams  will  open 
a new  exchange  in  St.  Louis  . . . Ben 
Lefkowitz  of  Auto  City  Candy  Co.  has  an 
attractive  new  concession  in  William 
Kimmel’s  West  End — uniformed  girls  and 
everything  . . . Edgar  Kirchner  and  son 
Louis  lunching  at  the  Book. 

Frank  Wright,  theatrical  architect,  vic- 
tim of  a bad  cold  . . . Joe  Allen  of  the 
Empress  and  Regal  has  a good  understudy 
in  his  brother,  George  . . . J.  H.  Newell, 
house  manager  of  the  Adams,  is  taking  an 
extra  two-week  vacation  . . . Elgin  Mason, 
victimized  by  a bad  cold,  is  in  Chicago  for 
a few  weeks  . . . Charles  Laughton  in  a 
one-day  personal  appearance  at  the  Fox 
Saturday  . . . George  Raft  in  town  to  see 
the  ball  games. 

Saul  Sloan,  promoter  of  the  Alpine,  ex 
pects  to  be  active  in  the  theatre  operation 
end  shortly  . . . William  Kimmel  of  the 
West  End  visits  Filmrow  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays  now  . . . Fred  DeLodder  sr.  still 
suffering  from  a bit  of  eye  trouble  . . . 
Jack  Krass  likes  to  have  “Mr.”  in  front 


of  his  name  . . . Mike  Schoenherr,  mana- 
ger of  the  Strand — and  the  dean  of  Film- 
row — takes  his  night  off  on  Wednesdays 
. . . M.  A.  Tork,  manager  of  the  Booth, 
reports  it’s  still  too  warm  for  construction 
activity  at  the  new  Midtown  . . . Charles 
T.  Danke,  distributor  for  Questo  Quiz,  is 
new  manager  at  the  Harmony  for  the 
Krims. 

George  W.  Sampson,  “22  years  young” 
in  the  business,  comes  up  with  another 
record  13  weeks  for  Harold  Lloyd’s  “Safety 
Last”  at  the  Adams  in  1923,  to  add  to  the 
six  longest  runs  recorded  in  Boxoffice  on 
April  20.  Sampso7i  was  Pathe  manager  at 
the  time  . . . Marvin  P.  Kay  is  leaving 
on  an  out-of-town  trip  . . . Erving  A.  and 
Sydney  Moss  had  the  grand  opening  of 
their  new  Parkside,  managed  by  Eddie 
Jacobson. 

Walter  Brennan,  starring  in  UA’s  “The 
Westerner,”  proved  one  of  the  most  hu- 
man stars  we’ve  met  on  his  visit  here 
Saturday.  Mrs.  Brennan  proved  a real 
person,  too.  Ben  Zimner  of  the  UA  staff 
was  on  hand  as  official  m.  c.  . . . Dick 
Osgood,  who  emceed  the  preview  at  the 
Vogue  last  week,  interviewed  Brennan  on 
WXYZ  . . . Frank  Gill  of  the  Free  Press 
missing,  account  of  his  marriage  next  day 
. . . Bill  Hendricks  of  UDT  representing 
the  big  circuit,  while  Alice  Gorham  helped 
arrange  details.  Ralph  Stitt  of  UDT  also 
much  in  evidence  at  the  Brennan  recep- 
tion. 


WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Sam  Gilbert,  WB  state  salesman,  and  a 
football  fan  himself,  says  “Knute  Rockne” 
is  the  greatest  football  picture  ever  filmed 
. . . Paul  Schlossman  of  Muskegon  unable 
to  walk  as  the  result  of  muscle  injuries 
sustained  in  a fall  . . . Paramount  Sales- 
man Jack  Thompson’s  daughter  had  an 
appendectomy,  so  he  and  his  wife  took 
turns  at  the  ball  games  . . . Harry  Bern- 
stein, Bay  City  exhibitor,  was  a visitor 
at  the  ball  game  and  Variety,  Saturday. 


Francis  Schram,  son  of  W.  B.  Schram, 
owner  of  the  New  Bijou,  Columbia  and 
Echo,  has  bought  the  Liberty  at  Lakeview 
where  he  will  live,  from  M.  D.  Warner  . . . 
Eddie  Pascoe  is  putting  a new  front  on 
the  Campau  in  Hamtramck  . . . Howard 
W.  Sturgess  of  the  Gem,  Saginaw,  father 
of  a new  nine-pound  boy  named  Bill  Clar- 
ence, after  Bill  R.  Sturgess,  who’s  Re- 
public salesman. 


Butterfield  opened  the  rebuilt  Bijou  at 
Battle  Creek  October  15  . . . Joe  Daly  of 
the  Jackson  Butterfield  houses  showed  us 
the  remodeling  being  finished  at  the  stage 
side  of  the  Regent  . . . Tommy  Farrell, 
selling  for  M-G-M,  just  brought  his  wife 
and  family  here  from  Boston. 


Salkow  Megs  "Show  Business" 

Hollywood — Sidney  Salkow  will  direct 
“Show  Business”  for  Columbia.  Robert 
Lively  is  adapting  the  Irving  Starr  pro- 
duction. 


FOR  SALE 

1200  USED  THEATRE  SEATS 

A Real  Bargain 

Call  CAdillac  2226— W & W Theatres 

(iio  Fox  Theatre  IJhlsf.  Detroit,  Midi. 
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Thrill  to  "Knute  Rockne" 
At  Premieres  in  Ohio 


Canton — Stark  county  patrons  were  the 
first  in  Ohio  to  see  a motion  picture  full 
of  thrilling  gridiron  drama  and  a stirring 
spirit  of  high  Americanism  when  the  state 
premiere  of  “Knute  Rockne — All  Ameri- 
can” was  shown  October  10  at  special  pre- 
views at  the  Ohio  Theatre  here  and  at  the 
Lincoln  in  nearby  Massillon. 

These  cities  were  selected  for  the  first 
showing  in  the  state  because  Knute  played 
pro  football  with  Massillon  when  this  area 
was  the  center  of  that  football  world.  Odd- 
ly enough,  this  was  about  the  only  impor- 
tant period  in  the  coach’s  life  which  the 
film  failed  to  mention. 

Attending  the  local  premiere  from  War- 
ner Bros.’  general  offices  in  Cleveland 
were  Nat  Wolf,  zone  manager;  Dick 
Wright,  district  manager;  Sol  Bragin  and 
Charles  Albert,  bookers;  Eddie  Miller,  man- 
ager of  the  Hippodrome  in  Cleveland; 
Manny  Pearlstein,  publicity  director,  and 
Wallace  J.  Elliott,  Warner  city  manager  at 
Lima,  Ohio,  and  former  manager  of  the 
Ohio  here.  Following  the  screening,  out- 
of-town  guests  and  others  attended  a re- 
ception at  the  Hotel  Belden. 

Shea's  Union  Adds  Flesh 
To  Film  Fare  Program 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio  — The  Union 
Theatre,  which  has  been  maintaining  a 
straight  film  policy  for  the  past  several 
months,  will  offer  stage  attractions  in 
conjunction  with  its  picture  programs  in 
the  future. 

First  in  will  be  Smiley  Burnette,  frog- 
voiced comedian  who  will  appear  in  per- 
son soon  with  a group  of  Hollywood  en- 
tertainers. 


Buy  William  Penn 

Pittsburgh — The  William  Penn,  oper- 
ated for  a number  of  years  by  Harris 
Amusements,  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Harris  interests,  the  Northside  Theatre, 
Inc.  Price  was  not  announced  but  the 
property  is  assessed  at  $90,000. 


Lights  lor  Manor 

Manor,  Pa. — Reopening  of  the  Manor 
was  held  Tuesday  evening.  Auditorium 
has  been  renovated  and  modernized  with 
a new  lighting  system  and  masonite  front 
installed.  Wallace  Battiston,  son  of  An- 
drew Battiston,  is  manager. 


Bulow  Convalescing 

Brooklyn,  Mich. — Glen  H.  Bulow  of 
the  Star  Theatre  here,  who  underwent  an 
operation  for  a goiter  at  Rochester,  Minn., 
recently,  is  convalescing  and  expects  to  re- 
turn to  Brooklyn  within  10  days. 


Take  Over  Nixon 

Akron — B.  C.  Steele,  Cleveland  theatre 
owner,  and  M.  A.  Mooney,  head  of  Co- 
operative Theatres  of  Ohio,  have  taken 
over  the  Nixon  here  from  the  Charles 
Stalder  estate. 


Relight  Imperial 

Zanesville,  Ohio — The  Imperial,  dark 
for  several  weeks,  reopened  October  13 
with  a personal  appearance  by  Smiley 
Burnette.  The  house  will  have  a dual 
bill  subsequent  run  policy. 


More  Contract  to  Play 
New  Monogram  Lineup 

Cleveland — Bigger  and  better  theatres 
and  more  circuits  than  ever  before  have 
contracted  to  play  Monogram  pictures  dur- 
ing the  1940-41  season,  according  to  Nate 
Schultz,  local  franchise  owner. 

Among  circuits  which  have  signed  up 
for  Monogram  product  this  season,  accord- 
ing to  Schultz,  are  the  Warner  Ohio,  the 
Smith  & Beidler  circuit  of  Toledo,  A.  G. 
Constant  circuit  with  headquarters  in 
Steubenville,  and  Skirball,  operating  in 
Toledo,  New  Philadelphia,  Akron,  Madison, 
Massillon,  Pittsburgh  and  Toledo. 

A Network  of  Exchanges 
For  Select  Attractions 

Cleveland — Select  Attractions  will  have 
exchanges  in  all  film  centers  of  the  coun- 
try, according  to  Charles  Kranz,  presi- 
dent, who  stopped  off  here  to  close  a con- 
tract with  Herbert  Ochs  to  distribute  in 
Cleveland  and  Cincinnati  territories. 

“We  now  have  offices  in  New  York, 
Boston,  Philadelphia  and  New  Haven,” 
Kranz  said,  “and  I am  now  working  my 
way  to  the  west  coast,  stopping  at  key 
points  en  route  to  establish  distribution 
exchanges  in  every  exchange  center.” 


Proven  Stimulator 

Cleveland — Movie  Sweepstakes,  distrib- 
uted in  this  territory  by  Warren  Irons, 
has  established  an  enviable  record  as  a 
business  booster.  Irons  lists  four  houses 
which  have  run  Movie  Sweepstakes  for 
five  years  without  interruption.  They  are 
the  Paramount,  Middletown;  Paramount, 
Hamilton;  Palace,  Marion,  and  Grand, 
Steubenville. 


IN  A CLASS  BY  ITSELF 


Say  Exhibitors — 


*'  3 . - -f'Y 


(SrSiimrowy 


"I  received  a very  nice  compliment  on  your  PICTURE  GUIDE,  DATE 
AND  RECORD  BOOK  from  my  boss,  Mr.  Benj.  T.  Pitts,  president  of  Pitts' 
Theatres,  Inc.  He  inspected  my  book  and  was  very  high  in  his  praise  of 
the  completeness  of  information  regarding  all  phases  of  coverage." 

J.  T.  PITTS, 

East  End  Theatre, 

Richmond,  Va. 

"Early  this  year,  we  received  through  your  courtesy,  your  PICTURE 
GUIDE,  DATE  AND  RECORD  BOOK.  We  have  found  this  book  to  be  very 
helpful  in  our  booking  department." 

J.  A.  THOMPSON, 

Associated  Theatres,  Ltd., 
Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada. 

"I  use  the  PICTURE  GUIDE,  DATE  AND  RECORD  BOOK  constantly  and 
think  it  one  of  the  necessities  of  an  exhibitor.  The  new  Guide,  with  the 
fillers,  is  much  the  best." 

WALLACE  W.  DEUPREE, 
Woodbine  Theatre, 

Woodbine,  Iowa. 


One  of  the  Many  PLUS  Services  of 


J^hJL  (yj-Jlhi.  Moluyn  ')nIwJ/ui 
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Kurlzman  for  First 
MIT  Film  Session 

Boston  — Arthur  L.  Tuohy,  former 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  manager  now  with  the  Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Education, 
planned  to  open  his  16 -lecture  course  in 
Theatre  Management  on  Monday  with 
Charles  E.  Kurtzman,  Loew’s  northeastern 
divisional  manager,  conducting  a question 
and  discussion  period  on  the  initial  eve- 
ning. 

The  series  of  instruction,  as  previously 
reported,  will  be  held  for  16  successive 
Monday  evenings  at  7:45  to  9:15  p.  m.  at 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
Building  1,  entrance  at  777  Massachusetts 
Avenue,  Cambridge.  There  is  a nominal 
charge  of  $9  for  the  complete  course  or  $5 
for  each  part  of  eight  lectures. 

Leaders  to  Speak 

Tuohy  has  lined  up  many  of  New  Eng- 
land’s leading  film  men  so  as  to  give  a 
comprehensive  and  authoritative  slant  to 
the  course  which,  he  states,  is  designed  es- 
pecially for  those  now  employed  in  motion 
picture  theatres,  large  and  small.  Tuohy 
also  declared  that  it  would  be  of  interest, 
too,  to  anyone  engaged  in  other  enter- 
tainment activities  and  to  anyone  who 
would  like  to  prepare  for  a career  in  what 
some  people  like  to  call  film  business. 

Howard  Burkhardt,  manager  of  Loew’s  Or- 
pheum  in  Boston,  will  discuss  "Business  Prob- 
lems" on  October  28.  Thad  C.  Barrows,  presi- 
dent of  the  Moving  Picture  Operators  Union, 
Local  182,  will  discuss  "Projection,"  on  November 
4.  The  subject  of  the  November  18  session  will 
be  "Booking,"  the  lecturer  of  which  is  to  be  an- 
nounced later. 

Ben  Domingo,  city  manager  for  the  RKO  Thea- 
tres in  Boston,  will  delve  into  "Stageshow  Produc- 
tion" on  November  25.  "Publicity  and  Advertis- 
ing" will  be  the  subject  handled  by  Joseph  A. 
DiPesa  when  the  veteran  publicity  director  of 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  in  Boston  takes  the  dais  on  Decem- 
ber 2.  Jack  Granara,  a DiPesa  pupil  and  pub- 
licity director  of  the  local  RKO  Theatres,  will  lie 
handling  "Exploitation  and  Promotion"  the  fol- 
lowing week. 

ON  riII5LK’IT\ 

The  subject  of  Jack  Saef,  publicity  director  for 
the  Paramount  and  Fenway  in  Boston,  will  be 
"Publicity  Campaigns  for  Subsequent-Runs."  Fol- 
lowing Saef’s  appearance  on  December  IG,  the 
holiday  week  will  be  skipped,  and  the  next  course 
will  be  held  on  January  G with  Maurice  N.  Wolf, 
local  M-G-M  district  manager,  talking  on  "Mo- 
tion Picture  Production  and  Distribution."  Ches- 
ter Stoddard.  M&P  Theatre  Coi’i)  district  man- 
ager, is  scheduled  to  go  into  "Personnel  Problems 
and  Public  Relations,"  on  January  13. 

Charles  Kurtzman  has  been  set  for  a subsequent- 
run,  the  only  one  of  the  series,  when  he  dis- 
cusses "Duties  of  a Division  Manager"  on  Janu- 
ary 20.  Harry  I.  Wasserman,  M&P  Theatres 
Corp.  district  manager,  talks  about  "Duties  of  a 
District  Manager"  the  following  week. 

Stanley  Sumner,  operator  of  the  University  in 
Cambridge,  and  a member  of  the  MPTOA,  will 
give  "The  Independent  Theatre"  a going  over  on 
February  3.  Louis  Chiaramonte.  poster  artist  for 
National  Screen  Accessories  in  Boston,  has  "Lobby 
Display  and  Art  Work"  for  a topic  on  February 
10.  Joseph  H.  Brennan,  local  MPTO  business 
manager,  will  give  the  important  inside  on  "Legis- 
lative and  Legal  Activities"  on  the  following  week. 

Tuohy  himself  is  scheduled  to  finish  up  the 
course  on  February  24  with  a general  summary 
and  review  talk. 


Pinanski  Due  to  Lead 
Massachusetts  Allied 

Boston — Sam  Pinanski,  M&P  Theatres 
Corp.  partner,  was  scheduled  to  be  formally 
elected  Wednesday  as  1940-41  president 
of  Allied  Theatres  of  Massachusetts,  Inc. 
Elections  were  postponed  earlier  this 
month  when  the  proposed  business  meet- 
ing of  the  MPTOA  was  set  over  until  Octo- 
ber 16. 


7 

Bijou  Follows  Six 
By  Raising  Price 

New  Haven — Following  the  move  of  six 
neighborhood  theatres  which  last  Sunday 
inaugurated  a price  rise  of  two  cents  in 
daily  and  Sunday  admissions,  making  a 
30-cent  top  including  tax,  the  Loew-Poli 
Bijou,  downtown  subsequent  and  first 
run,  raised  its  daily  top  to  30  cents.  For- 
merly all  these  houses  charged  25  cents 
plus  tax. 

The  Sunday  Bijou  admission,  which  is 
now  30  cents  plus  tax,  is  under  advise- 
ment, and  may  also  be  reduced  to  30 
cents  including  tax  within  the  next  week. 
The  Pequot,  another  neighborhood  house 
having  the  same  scale  as  that  formerly 
at  the  Bijou,  also  has  a price  change  un- 
der consideration.  Houses  which  have 
alreadv  effected  the  change  include  the 
Dixwell  Playhouse,  Howard,  Lawrence, 
Whitney,  Whalley,  Strand,  and  Bijou. 

50  Friends  Fete  Fine 
Before  His  Departure 

Boston — Hy  Fine,  who  has  assumed  gen- 
eral management  of  the  Lynch  circuit  in 
Florida,  was  feted  by  some  50  film  friends 
at  the  Parker  House  on  the  eve  of  his  de- 
parture last  week.  Pine,  former  manager 
of  the  Metropolitan  in  Boston,  and  execu- 
tive with  local  Paramount  interests  for 
years,  had  been  a district  manager  for  the 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.  for  the  past  four 
years. 

Robert  Sternberg,  A1  Bevan  and  Phil 
Seletsky  of  the  M&P  Theatres  Coro,  were 
among  the  committeemen  responsible  for 
the  success  of  the  testimonial. 


Remodelina  and  Enlarainq 
MSrP  Star  at  Westbrook 

Portland.  Me. — The  Star  Theatre  at 
Westbrook  is  being  completely  remodeled 
and  enlarged. 

The  theatre’s  present  seating  capacity  of 
700  is  being  increased  to  1.000:  a new  stage 
is  beine  built  and  the  rear  wall  pushed 
back  several  feet.  New  sound  eouinment 
and  a new  and  modern  air-conditioning 
system  are  being  installed. 

The  front  of  the  building  will  be  rebuilt 
to  include  a new  marauee. 

The  theatre,  an  M&P  house,  is  managed 
by  Fred  Eugley. 


Warner's  Slated  to  Onen 
Ne^xr  ROfy-Seat  Bristol 

Bristol.  Conn. — Warner’s  were  to  open 
the  new  806-seat  Bristol  October  18  or 
shortlv  thereafter.  Destroyed  bv  fire  last 
year,  the  old  theatre  has  been  replaced  by 
a new.  completely  modern  and  fire-proof 
building,  designed  by  John  Eberson.  and 
built  under  the  superyision  of  Herman 
Maier.  chief  eneineer  of  the  Warner  New 
Vork  office,  assisted  by  C.  P.  O’Toole  and 
D.  W.  Collins  of  the  New  Hayen  zone 
maintenance  department. 


Unions  to  Meet 

New  Haven — Operators’  Local  No.  273 
will  meet  October  20  at  Trades  Council 
Hall  to  discuss  finishing  touches  on  new 
contracts  with  circuits  and  independents 
here.  Stage  employes’  Local  No.  74  meets 
October  28. 


Take  Testimony  in 
Middlesex  Case 


Middletown,  Conn. — During  the  first 
three  days  of  the  trial  in  the  “conspiracy” 
and  “fraud”  cases  brought  by  Middlesex 
Theatres,  Inc.,  and  S&S  Theatres  Corp., 
owners  of  the  Middlesex  and  Capitol  thea- 
tres here,  against  Salvatore  Adorno,  their 
former  general  manager,  Maria  and  Joseph 
E.  Adorno,  wife  and  son  of  Salvatore,  most 
of  the  exchange  managers  and  several  ex- 
hibitors and  bookers  have  taken  the  stand. 

The  cases,  brought  last  year  to  the  Mid- 
dlesex county  superior  court,  ask  a total 
of  $269,000  damages  and  an  in.iunction  to 
prohibit  the  Adornos  from  operating  a 
theatre  in  Middletown.  It  is  estimated 
the  hearing,  before  Judge  Ernest  Simp- 
son, will  extend  through  five  weeks. 

Hugh  Alcorn  jr.  of  Hartford  represents 
S&S  Theatre  Corp.  and  Salvatore  Sara- 
ceno,  stockholder,  and  Daniel  Pouzzner, 
William  L.  Hadden  of  New  Haven,  and 
Carlos  Ellis  of  Middletown  represent  Mid- 
dlesex Theatres,  Inc.,  and  Franklyn  Arri- 
goni.  The  defense  is  represented  by  Rob- 
ert Butler  of  Boston. 

Exchangemen  Testify 

The  gist  of  the  exchange  manasrers’  and 
bookers’  testimony  was  that  they  had  had 
dealings  with  Salvatore  Adorno  only  in 
1932-33,  the  period  of  the  alleged  con- 
spiracy and  fraud,  and  that  they  were  not 
acquainted  with  Arrigoni  and  Saraceno. 
Nat  Furst  and  David  Berk,  as  brokers,  and 
Lou  Schaefer,  Paramount  manager:  Mor- 
ris Nunes,  Progressive  Premium:  Harold 
Eskin,  Stamford  Theatre;  Harold  Stone- 
man  of  Interstate;  Joseph  Quittner,  Jew- 
ett City  exhibitor,  and  Samuel  Kantor  of 
Rockaway  Theatre  testified  they  h'^d 
made  offers  as  high  as  $50,000  and  $75  OOO 
for  goodwill  in  an  attempt  to  lease  the 
Capitol,  Palace,  and  Middlesex  theatres  in 
1933.  Plaintiffs  claim  these  offers  were 
never  submitted  to  them,  but  that  Adorno 
induced  them  to  lease  to  Middletown  En- 
terprises, Inc.,  in  May,  1933,  not  revealing 
to  them  that  he,  Adorno,  was  to  be  half- 
owner of  the  lease. 

Middletown  Enterprises,  Inc.,  went  into 
receivership  July  1938,  and  the  theatres 
are  at  present  being  operated  by  Morris 
Pouzzner  of  Boston.  Adorno  built  an  open- 
air  theatre  in  Middletown  last  year,  but 
the  enterprise  was  continuously  involved  in 
litigation  until  this  summer  when  he 
opened  for  a few  months.  Hearing  was 
continued  from  last  Thursday  to  Tuesday. 


Friars  Club  Milk  Fund 
Committee  Members 

Boston — Prominent  local  film  men  who 
served  on  the  committee  operating  the 
Boston  Friars  Club  Milk  Fund  for  Under- 
privileged Children  included  Edward  An- 
sin,  E.  Harold  Stoneman,  Norman  Ayers, 
Steve  Broidy,  John  Feloney,  Nat  Furst. 
Larry  Gardiner,  Harry  Goldstein,  Morey 
Goldstein,  Jack  Gubbins,  William  Horan, 
A1  Kane,  Harry  Kirchgessner. 

Joe  Levenson.  Max  Levenson,  E.  M. 
Loew,  Max  Melincoff,  Ed  Morey,  Marty 
Mullin,  Samuel  Pinanski,  Herman  Rifkin, 
Harry  Rogovin,  Phil  Seletsky,  Sam  Selet- 
sky, Phil  Smith,  Murray  Weiss,  and  Mau- 
rice N.  Wolf. 


Hearing  Aids  at  Windsor 

Windsor,  Conn. — The  Windsor  here  has 
installed  equipment  for  hard-of-hearing. 
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Mark  Jeffrey  Re-enters 
Hub  Distribution  Field 

Boston — Mark  Jeffrey,  film  man  for  the 
past  20  years,  has  re-entered  the  local  dis- 
tribution field  with  an  independent  ex- 
change at  31  Church  Street  in  the  Hub 
film  district.  Jeffrey,  who  for  years  oper- 
ated the  New  England  Film  Exchange 
which  had  offices  on  Melrose  and  on 
Piedmont  streets,  has  given  his  new  en- 
terprise the  same  name.  With  other  deals 
in  the  fire.  Jeffrey  already  has  the  New 
England  franchise  for  a number  of  fea- 
tures including  “Murder  in  the  Red  Bam,” 
“Bella  Dona,  Found  Alive,”  “Broken  Mel- 
ody.” “Divorce  Rackets,”  and  “Leopard 
Men  of  Africa.” 

Jeffrey  continues  to  handle  a number 
of  premium  deals  in  this  territory,  the 
most  important  of  which  is  a comic  maga- 
zine giveaway  which  has  been  prime 
juvenile  hand  out  in  these  parts  for  the 
past  few  months. 


First  Mass  in  Tribute  to 
Deceased  Film  Men 

Boston — The  first  mass  of  this  year’s 
annual  Autumn  Retreat  of  the  Catholic 
Motion  Picture  Guild  will  be  devoted  to 
the  memory  of  deceased  film  men,  it  is 
planned.  Guild  members  and  guests  will 
make  the  Retreat,  November  15,  16,  and 
17  at  Campion  Hall  in  North  Andover, 
Mass.,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  John  T. 
McGrory,  S.  J. 

Frank  Lydon  of  the  Independent  Exhibi- 
tors, Tom  Duane  of  Paramount,  Frank 
McManus  of  M&P,  Major  Patrick  F.  Healey 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Safety,  Wil- 
liam P.  Murphy  of  Warners,  and  William 
J.  Doyle  of  the  Broadway  in  South  Boston 
are  handling  reservations. 


Harris  Has  Assistant 

Hartford — Jack  Bloom,  formerly  of  the 
Roxy,  New  York,  and  Shubert,  Newark,  N. 
J.,  has  been  appointed  assistant  manager 
at  the  local  Harris  Brothers’  State.  The 
theatre,  under  the  management  of  Theo- 
dore Harris,  one  of  the  owners,  has  been, 
up  to  this  time,  without  an  assistant. 


Lloyd  Alters  Schedule 

Hartford — Manager  Walter  B.  Lloyd  of 
the  M&P’s  Allyn  has  changed  temporarily 
the  opening  day  of  new  pictures  for  that 
theatre,  from  Thursday  to  Saturday. 


Trade  Support  for 
Hub  Chest  Drive 


Boston — The  local  motion  picture  in- 
dustry is  already  getting  up  power  to  put 
behind  the  Boston  Community  Chest  drive, 
which  starts  officially  on  January  1. 

Scheduled  for  active  work  as  executives 
and  committeemen  for  the  theatrical 
branch  of  the  campaign  are  theatre  own- 
ers and  managers,  Martin  J.  Mullin,  Sam 
Pinanski,  Edward  A.  Cuddy,  Harry  Mc- 
Donald, A.  G.  Munro,  Charles  Kurtzman, 
Lou  Richmond,  A1  Somerby,  Frank  Mc- 
Manus, Maurice  Corkery,  Charles  Brent, 
John  Hennes,  H.  I.  Wasserman,  Sam  Soule, 
Frank  Lydon,  Edward  S.  Canter. 

Edward  Lovett,  George  Kraska,  Lew  Tal- 
bot, Louis  Krasnow,  Walter  McGee,  How- 
ard Burkhardt,  Fred  R.  Greenway.  Mau- 
rice Streletsky,  George  F.  Friary,  Thomas 
F.  Wall,  Ralph  L.  Ripley,  George  V.  Swee- 
ney, Nathan  Levin,  George  Heeley,  Joseph 
Marquis,  Marvin  F.  Huban,  Ben  Rosenberg, 
Harold  Friary,  Frank  D.  Solomont,  Joseph 
P.  Callahan. 

Clarence  Lofgren,  Philip  DePetro,  Ber- 
nard D.  Phillips.  Jack  C.  Goodwin,  Abner 
Pinanski,  Harry  Goldstein,  Albert  B. 
Lourie,  John  B.  Carroll,  Joseph  Sullivan, 
Lewis  Newman,  Arthur  R.  Morton,  Samuel 
Feinstein,  Joseph  Lourie,  John  Buckley, 
Max  L.  Mayor,  Abner  Eilenberg,  E.  C. 
Ransdell,  George  Haskett,  Ben  Domingo. 
Anthony  Finn,  Kenneth  Russell.  Alfred 
W.  Lauder,  Chester  Ellis,  Stanley  Sumner. 

Maurice  N.  Wolf,  John  Dervin,  Jo  H. 
Rogovin,  J.  P.  Byrne,  Maurice  Master. 
Steve  Broidy,  Frank  J.  Wolf,  Albert  M. 
Kane,  Ross  Cropper,  Edward  Morey,  Ed- 
ward X.  Callahan,  Joseph  Carroll,  Jerry 
Callahan,  Norman  Ayers,  Lawrence  J. 
Hacking,  Kenneth  R.  Douglass,  H.  J.  Mc- 
Kinney and  John  T.  Loftus. 


Fitzpatrick's  Campaign 
On  "Band"  Recognized 

Waterbury,  Conn,  — Ed  Fitzpatrick, 
manager  of  Loew’s-Poli,  is  the  second  ex- 
hibitor to  win  the  M-G-M  Honor  Roll 
Button  awarded  for  outstanding  exploita- 
tion campaigns  for  Metro  releases.  Fitz- 
patrick’s award  follows  his  “Strike  Up  the 
Band”  campaign. 

First  recipient  of  such  a prize  was 
Charles  Taylor,  advertising  and  publicity 
director  of  Shea’s  Great  Lakes,  Buffalo. 


Imperial  Opens  Way  for 
Distribution  of  Five 

Boston — Stipulations  giving  Imperial 
permission  to  distribute  certain  releases  of 
the  Film  Trade  Corp.  were  filed  here  last 
week.  The  pictures  had  been  tied  up  in  an 
equity  suit  which  the  Film  Trade  Corp. 
brought  against  Imperial  and  Harry  Segal 
following  a distribution  dispute  in  the  New 
England  territory. 

It  was  agreed  in  the  stipulations  that 
Imperial’s  percentage  from  playing  dates 
will  be  applied  toward  the  payment  of 
notes  upon  whose  termination  the  releases 
would  become  the  property  of  the  local  ex- 
change. 

The  films  involved  included  “Port  of 
Hate,”  “Daughter  of  the  Tong,”  “Two- 
Gun  Troubadour,”  “Code  of  the  Fearless,” 
and  “In  Old  Montana. 


Sears,  Roebuck  Giveaway 
May  Move  Into  N.  E. 

Boston — It  is  learned  here  that  profit- 
sharing  coupons  as  film  giveaways,  used 
by  Sears,  Roebuck  & Co.  in  the  Phila- 
delphia territory,  have  been  considered  for 
New  England  distribution  but  that  no  defi- 
nite plans  have  been  laid  by  Boston  head- 
quarters for  local  utilization.  The  matter 
is  still  under  consideration,  however,  it 
was  stated. 

The  giveaway  idea  incorporated  transfer 
to  motion  picture  exhibitors  at  full  face 
value  Sears,  Roebuck  & Co.  coupons  in 
small  denominations  which  may  be  accept- 
ed at  Sears  outlets  as  part  of  full  payment 
on  any  merchandise.  The  retailer,  for  its 
part,  assumes  all  expenses  for  advertising 
and  exploitation. 


Attend  Free  Showing 

Hartford  — The  Children’s  Museum  of 
Hartford  presented  a sound  motion  pic- 
ture entitled  “Progress  on  Parade”  last 
Simday.  This  film  showed  the  progress 
of  automobile  transportation  since  the  turn 
of  the  century.  Another  picture,  “King 
of  the  Rails,”  showed  the  story  of  land 
transportation  in  America  from  the  time 
of  the  pioneers  to  the  present. 


Eddie  Klein  Distributes  19 

Boston — Eddie  Klein,  Bay  State  Film 
Co.,  is  distributing  a group  of  19  Mohawk 
Film  Corporation’s  features  in  the  terri- 
tory. 
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OTEVE  BROIDY,  New  England  Monogram 
sales  manager,  is  back  from  a New  York 
business  trip  . . . Dave  Whalen,  Republic 
exploitation  manager,  flew  back  to  New 
York  following  a trip  here  with  Judy  Ca- 
nova  who  was  featured  at  the  Boston  Food 
Show  . . . Stanley  Neal  of  National  Screen 
Service  was  in  town.  He  addressed  the  In- 
dependent Exhibitors,  Inc.,  on  the  use  of 
short  feature  length  screen  advertising. 

Martin  Sheridan,  local  Monogram  pub- 
licist, has  tied  up  four  Adams  Hat  Stores 
on  ‘‘Queen  of  the  Yukon”  exploitation  . . . 
Max  and  Joseph  Levenson  opened  a new 
dish  deal  at  the  Village  in  Brookline.  Sam 
Shubouf  manages  the  situation  . . . Leo 
Abrams,  formerly  branch  manager  of  Uni- 
versal in  New  Haven,  has  resigned  as  sales 
manager. 

Tex  Safrine  has  darkened  Horticultural 
Hall  in  Manchester-by-the-Sea.  He  plans 
to  open  the  summer  resort  theatre  next 
year  . . . William  Purcell,  former  opera- 
tor of  the  Strand  in  Beverly  and  the 
Comique  in  Lynn,  has  reportedly  acquired 
an  interest  in  the  Colonial  in  Portland  . . . 
Fred  R.  Greenway  and  Howard  Burkhardt 
have  held  “Strike  Up  the  Band”  for  a sec- 
ond consecutive  week  at  Loew’s  State  and 
Orpheum  respectively. 

Sam  Davidson  of  Cameo  Screen  Attrac- 
tions, Inc.,  has  closed  two  new  dish  deals 
with  E.  M.  Loew  circuit.  Peter  Leveque, 
manager  of  the  Strand  in  New  Bedford, 
opened  the  deal  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day. The  handout  got  going  at  the  Dor- 
chester on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday. 

Harry  Segal  of  Imperial  was  in  New 
York  on  business  . . . M.  A.  Shaw  of  M.  A. 
Shaw,  Inc.,  was  in  from  New  York  . . . 
Louis  Josephs  of  Northeastern  Film  con- 
tinued in  a serious  condition  at  St.  Luke’s 
Hospital  in  New  Bedford  last  week  where 
he  and  his  wife  were  rushed  following  an 
automobile  accident. 

Abe  Weiner,  former  local  UA  office 
manager  and  present  branch  manager  at 
Pittsburgh,  has  been  in  town  . . . Emma 
V.  Corbett  of  the  local  Universal  booking 
department  has  been  in  Wisconsin  . . . 
Film  names  here  last  week  included  Ar- 
thur Treacher  and  Jimmy  Dunn. 

Martin  Sheridan,  Monogram  publicist, 
has  insured  his  camera  and  photographic 
apparatus  prior  to  a proposed  turtle  hunt 
in  the  Caribbean.  During  the  cruise,  he  will 


gather  material  for  a proposed  Saturday 
Evening  Post  article,  tentatively  accepted. 

Buster  Holt,  manager  of  the  Satuit 
Playhouse  in  Scituate,  has  been  con- 
valescing following  an  operation  . . . Mrs. 
Frederick  R.  Greenway , wife  of  the  local 
Loew’s  State  manager,  has  been  entertain- 
ing her  mother  on  from  Chicago. 

Nathan  Yamins,  former  National  Allied 
president,  plans  to  put  dishes  into  the 
Capitol  in  Fall  River  next  Friday  and 
Saturday  . . . Roy  E.  Heffner,  Specialty 
Pictures  owner,  is  planning  a xVIoosehead 
Lake  hunting  trip  and  a possible  foray 
into  Quebec  after  caribou  and  moose. 


Boston  Salesmen  s Club 
Nominates  for  Offices 

Boston — The  successor  to  Harry  I.  Gold- 
man of  Producer’s  Releasing  Corp.,  presi- 
dent of  the  Boston  Motion  Picture  Sales- 
men’s Club,  was  scheduled  to  be  nominated 
at  a meeting  October  19.  General  nomina- 
tions were  also  to  be  held  for  offices  of 
first  vice-president,  treasurer,  secretary, 
and  sergeant-at-arms,  held  respectively  at 
present  by  Harry  Goldstein  of  RKO,  Harry 
Rosenblatt  of  M-G-M,  Maynard  Sickles  of 
Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  and  Nathan 
Ross  of  UA. 

New  England  film  salesmen  belonging  to  the 
local  organization  include  Edward  Anderson,  for- 
merly of  UA  and  now  on  sick  leave;  Benjamin 
Bebchick  of  M-G-M.  William  Benjamin  of  Na- 
tional Screen.  Leo  Britton  of  Monogram,  Steve 
Broidy,  formerly  of  Monogram;  James  Connelly 
of  20th-Fox,  Jack  Davis  of  Republic,  Francis  Der- 
vin  of  Universal.  Thomas  Duane  of  Paramount, 
Mac  Farber  of  Producer’s  Releasing  Corp. 

A1  Fecke  of  Republic,  John  Felony  of  20th-Fox, 
Harry  Gold  of  20th-Fox.  Harry  Goldman  of  Pro- 
ducer’s Releasing,  Harry  Goldstein  of  RKO,  Mau- 
rice Goldstein  of  M-G-M,  Jack  Grubbins  of  Para- 
mount, Sam  Hasse,  theatre  broker;  George  Hager 
of  UA,  James  Harris  of  Paramount.  William 
Horan  of  Warner  Bros. 

Louis  Josephs  of  Northeastern  Films,  Herman 
Konnis  of  Monogram,  William  Mancuso  of  Manco 
Supply,  Harry  Martin  and  Ernest  Warren  of  Uni- 
versal; Carl  Myshrall,  Harry  Olshan,  Sol  Simons, 
and  Joseph  Wolf  of  Columbia;  Harry  Martin  of 
Universal;  Edward  Renick,  Harry  Rosenblatt  and 
Harry  Worden  of  M-G-M;  Meyer  Rosen  of  Liber- 
man Flag;  Nat  Ross  and  Herbert  Schaeffer  of 
UA;  Cecil  Rudnick  of  National  Screen;  Matty 
Simons  of  20th-Fox:  Ray  Smith  of  Warner;  Sam 
Soroker  of  Producer’s  Releasing,  and  Fred  Sto- 
loff  of  National  Screen  Accessories,  Inc. 


Preview  "Down  Argentine  Way" 

Hartford — Hartford  newspapermen  and 
quite  a number  of  insurance  people  were 
among  those  present  at  a sneak  preview 
of  “Down  Argentine  Way,”  held  last  Tues- 
day night  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  here. 


APPROXIMATELY  40  per  cent  of  the 
service  staff  personnel  of  local  thea- 
tres, first-run,  will  be  among  those  regis- 
tering here  October  16  for  compulsory 
military  training.  A few  will  be  ineligi- 
ble for  active  duty  for  a period  of  one 
year,  however,  since  they  are  at  present  at- 
tending local  colleges.  The  recent  call- 
ing out  of  the  Naval  Reserves  affects  still 
other  members  of  the  theatres’  personnel. 
Standing  by  for  orders  are  Billy  Wilker- 
son,  projectionist  at  the  Portland  Theatre, 
and  Tony  Ranaghan,  an  usher  at  the 
State. 

The  State  Theatre  has  already  lost  one 
man,  Clinton  McLeod,  who  was  called  for 
active  duty  with  the  National  Guard.  240t/i 
Coast  Artillery,  Fort  Williams,  Cape  Eliza- 
beth. 

The  State  Theatre,  on  October  10,  re- 
ceived contracts  awarding  it  one  of  the 
premiere  prints  of  “North  West  Mounted 
Police.”  The  picture  will  be  screened 
October  25,  one  day  after  its  premiere  in 
Chicago.  Only  one  other  house  in  New 
England  will  play  the  picture  at  this  time, 
a theatre  in  Providence,  R.  I. 

Warren  D.  F.  Moore,  operator  at  the 
Strand,  is  building  a new  home  “right  on 
the  Shore”  in  the  new  Baker  Development, 
at  Cape  Elizabeth. 

The  annual  automobile  show,  a heavy 
theatrical  competitor,  will  be  staged  at 
the  Exposition  Building,  October  20  to  26 
inclusive.  The  show  is  to  be  managed  by 
former  exhibitor  William  “Bill”  Freiday. 
Prices  this  year  have  been  increased  from 
10  to  30  cents.  The  show  generally  at- 
tracts around  40,000  persons. 

The  State  Theatre  held  a preview  of 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American,”  for  local 
football  coaches,  Sunday,  October  13. 
Adam  Walsh,  one  of  Rockne’s  players 
around  1930,  and  now  a coach  at  Bowdoin 
College,  was  a star  guest. 

Five  new  ushers  were  added  to  the  ser- 
vice staff  at  the  State  Theatre  for  the 
October  12  weekend  . . . Gene  Siteman  has 
replaced  her  sister,  Mary,  as  candy  girl  at 
the  State  . . . Peggy  Seyford,  State  cash- 
ier, who  underwent  a major  operation 
about  August  1,  is  back  on  the  job  again. 

Our  belated  congratulations  to  John 
Divney,  manager  of  the  Maine  Theatre, 
upon  the  birth  of  a Q^/2-pound  son,  John 
Michael,  September  29. 
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Retail  Sales  Analysis 
Reflects  an  Upswing 


RAYMOND  SALO,  doorman  at  the  Art, 
is  back  on  the  job  after  having  been 
on  the  sick  list  for  over  a week.  Albert 
Roulette  filled  in  . . . Claire  Bocash  is  the 
new  candy  girl  at  the  Loew’s  Poll,  suc- 
ceeding Mrs.  Sophie  Czybeck,  who’s  de- 
voting all  her  time  to  married  life. 

Michael  J.  Casey,  stage  manager  at  the 
Goldstein  Brothers’  Paramount,  lost  his 
bulldog  the  other  day,  and  quickly  put  an 
ad  in  the  local  press,  the  result  being  the 
doggie’s  back  at  the  Casey  household  . . . 
Arthur  Roberts  and  George  Buchanan  are 
neio  ushers  at  the  Paramount. 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for  Mabel 
Moccia,  Art  cashier,  who  is  engaged  to  be 
married  sometime  in  November  . . . Burt 
Jackson,  newly-appointed  manager  of  the 
E.  M.  Loew’s  Court  Square,  and  his  missus 
are  now  living  in  an  apartment  over  on 
High  St.  . . . Manager  George  E.  Freeman 
of  the  Loew’s  Poli,  in  plugging  “Down  Ar- 
gentine Way,’’  placed  window  displays  in 
music  stores  all  over  town,  had  the  thea- 
tre’s cashiers  wear  South  American  cos- 
tumes for  a week  in  advance  of  playdate, 
landed  a neat  contest  in  the  Springfield 
Shopping  News,  and  tied  with  Station 
WMAS  to  have  its  Hollywod  columnist  de- 
vote an  entire  program  to  the  picture. 

Gilbert  Bevins  and  James  J.  Bloom  of 
the  Paramount  service  staff  are  contem- 
plating attending  the  Notre-Dame-Army 
game  in  New  York  on  November  2 . . . 
Mrs.  Eddie  Powers,  wife  of  the  Art’s  as- 
sistant manager,  had  an  appendicitis  op- 
eration at  Springfield  Hospital  last  week 
. . . Service  staff  members  at  the  Broad- 
way are  wearing  new  uniforms  . . . Phillip 
P.  Russell  is  a new  usher  at  the  Broadway 
...  In  Hartford  was  Hymie  H.  Nozak, 
Arcade  assistant  manager,  last  Friday 
night. 

Maxie  Rudnick  is  now  running  the  Lyric 
in  Bridgeport,  a Loew  house,  on  a bur- 
lesque deal  . . . Morris  Druker,  assistant 
manager  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  in  Worcester, 
has  been  recuperating  at  his  home  from 
injuries  received  when  he  was  thrown 
from  his  horse. 

Paul  Ketchum,  former  manager  of  the 
Lowell  Tower,  is  reported  managing  the 
Paramount  in  Glen  Falls  . . . Rialto  in 
Rockton  has  been  renovated  . . . Louis 
Rosenweig,  operator  of  the  Victoria  in 
Greenfield,  ivas  in  the  Boston  film  district. 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for  Boyd 
Taylor  Sparrow,  Loew’s  Poli  newly-ap- 
pointed assistant  manager,  who  celebrated 
his  eighth  anniversary  with  that  circuit 
last  week  . . . Herman  Rif  kin,  owner  and 
operator  of  the  Rifkin  circuit,  was  in  town 
. . . E.  L.  Hickey,  manager  of  the  Brock- 
ton Colonial,  had  the  National  Guard  act- 
ing as  escort  when  the  shipment  of  “The 
Ramparts  We  Watch”  arrived  in  that  town 
. , . Harry  Zeitz,  circuit  owner  of  New 
Bedford,  was  a Boston  visitor. 

Back  in  Springfield  are  the  newly-mar- 
ried Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Cronin.  Mr. 
C.  is  manager  of  the  local  Paramount. 
They  were  married  last  fortnight  in  Phila- 
delphia, the  bride’s  home  town  . . . Gor- 
don Macher  has  resigned  as  doorman  at 
the  Broadway  . . . In  a fall  cleaning  mood, 
the  Broadway  has  new  lobby  frames,  new 
lighting  system,  drapes,  and  a repainted 
front,  marquee,  and  lobby  . . . Raymond 
Title,  Art  manager,  was  a visitor  to  Bos- 
ton. 

Mary  Manning,  receptionist  for  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Theatres  circuit. 


is  an  enthusiastic  baseball  fan,  and  now 
is  just  looking  forward  to  spring  and  the 
start  of  another  season  . . . L.  W.  Rich- 
mond, division  manager  of  the  E,  M.  Loew 
circuit,  was  in  Springfield  to  see  Ernest 
W,  Whitford,  assistant  manager  at  the 
E.  M,  Loew’s  Court  Square  here  . . . Homer 
Bizzell  of  the  Paramount,  North  Adams, 
was  ill. 

Erjiil  Morrisseau,  projectionist  at  the  E. 
M.  Loew’s  Court  Square,  is  serving  as  a 
juror  . . . Carl  Jamroga,  manager  of  the 
Forest  Park  Phillips,  spent  last  Wednes- 
day up  in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  attending  the 
Book  Fair  there  . . . The  opening  show  at 
the  summer -darkened  Rifkin’s  Garden 
played  to  SRO  business  . . . Raymond 
Title,  Art  manager,  is  contemplating  the 
buying  of  a racing  stable  in  New  England. 

Michael  M.  Zandan,  editor-in-chief  of 
the  Springfield  Free  Press,  announces  that 
plans  are  going  ahead  now  for  the  annual 
Movie  Party,  which  is  held  yearly  by  the 
Free  Press  at  Christmas  time  for  local 
theatre  managers.  This  year,  Patrick  J. 
Isabella,  who  does  signs  for  local  theatres, 
is  in  charge  of  arrangements  for  the  get- 
together,  which  will  be  held  at  the  news- 
paper’s offices. 

Manager  George  W . Coleman  of  the  Ar- 
cade hiked  prices  a nickel  on  all  admis- 
sions during  the  run  of  “Boom  Town” 
. . . For  Republic’s  “Scatterbrain,”  Cole- 
man had  about  4,000  chewing  gum  sticks 
passed  out  to  Spring  fielders  with  a plug  for 
the  Judy  Canova  starrer  on  the  wrappers 
. . . Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew’s  Poli  division 
manager,  and  Louis  A.  Brown,  the  cir- 
cuit’s publicist,  were  in  town  to  see  George 
E.  Freeman,  local  Loew's  Poli  manager. 

Hymie  H.  Nozak,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Arcade,  won  17  dollars  last  week  by 
betting  on  the  World’s  Series  . . . Ben 
Katz,  Warner  Worcester  assistant  manager, 
has  been  switched  to  the  Garden,  New 
London,  Conn.,  and  has  been  replaced  at 
the  Worcester  situation  by  Francis  Rick- 
erton  . . . Loretta  L.  McDonald,  Arcade 
cashier,  had  a poem  published  in  the 
Springfield  Daily  News  . . . James  Scott 
of  the  Warner  in  Lynn  is  now  married. 

Hymie  H.  Nozak,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Arcade,  reports  that  he  has  been  writ- 
ing a play,  the  title  of  which  won’t  be  aii- 
nounced  until  it’s  produced  . . . Garden 
Theatre  starts  baking  and  dinnerware 
giveaways  on  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays. 

Garden  gave  away  500  free  10-cent  comic 
books  to  the  first  500  kiddies  last  Saturday 
morning  at  that  theatre  . . . Boyd  Taylor 
Sparrow,  Loew’s  Poli  assistant  manager, 
since  he  came  into  town  several  weeks 
ago,  has  become  quite  popular  with  Spring- 
field  girls. 

Manager  Andrew  A.  Sette  of  the  WB 
Capitol  held  a preview  last  fortnight  of 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American,”  for  mem- 
bers of  all  local  high  school  football  teams, 
team  coaches,  and  coaches  of  Springfield 
colleges,  besides  quite  a number  of  Notre 
Dame  alumni.  Before  the  showing,  a 
breakfast  party  was  held,  with  M.  S.  Kane 
in  the  role  of  chairman. 

Edward  Smith  of  the  Paramount  saw 
“North  West  Mounted  Police”  and  says 
it’s  the  greatest  motion  picture  he  has 
seen  in  his  many  years  of  showmanship 
. . . Warren  Larsen  of  the  Worcester  War- 
ner is  now  enrolled  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Corps 
. . . New  boiler  has  been  installed  at  the 
Plainfield  Theatre  in  Plainfield,  Conn. 


New  Haven — An  independent  retail  store 
sales  analysis  received  by  Oscar  Monrad, 
head  of  the  retail  department  of  the  New 
Haven  chamber  of  commerce,  shows  a de- 
cided upswing  in  this  type  of  business  in 
Connecticut  during  August. 

In  New  Britain,  where  12  stores  took  in 
$99,619  during  that  month,  the  percent- 
age increase  over  August,  1939,  was  35.9, 
while  August,  1940,  business  compared  to 
July,  1940,  showed  an  increase  of  9.8  per 
cent.  The  first  eight-month  period  of  1940 
was  21.6  per  cent  better  than  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1939. 

New  Haven  showed  a $366,199  gross  for 
29  stores,  representing  an  18.9  per  cent 
increase,  although  up  to  March  of  this 
year  business  showed  a decided  decrease 
from  the  corresponding  months  of  1939. 
The  August  figure  was  12  per  cent  over 
July  and  the  first  eight  months  total,  7.6 
per  cent  above  the  corresponding  months 
of  1939.  Forty  Hartford  stores  took  in 
$519,651  in  August,  or  an  increase  in  sales 
of  26,5  per  cent.  For  the  first  eight  months, 
business  was  16.3  per  cent  better  than  last 
year.  Bridgeport  showed  a $496,386  take 
for  36  stores,  up  by  21  per  cent  over 
August,  1939,  and  by  5.8  per  cent  over 
July,  1940.  The  eight-month  figure  is  17.6 
per  cent  better  than  last  year. 

New  London,  which  records  $99,619  for 
12  stores,  showed  a 20.4  per  cent  increase 
over  August,  1939.  In  13  Waterbury  stores, 
$196,866  was  taken  in  during  August,  1940, 
or  13.5  per  cent  better  than  the  corre- 
sponding month  last  year.  Greenwich, 
largely  a summer  town,  showed  11  stores 
grossing  $120,217,  up  16,9  per  cent  over 
August,  1939. 

Unemployment  Claims 
Total  $21 .552.012,58 

Hartford — Unemployment  compensation 
claims  totaling  $21,552,012.58  were  paid  to 
unemployed  workers  covered  by  the  Con- 
necticut unemployment  compensation  law 
in  the  32  months  since  benefits  were  first 
payable  under  the  law,  Cornelius  J.  Dana- 
her,  state  labor  commissioner,  announced 
this  week.  The  32  months  period  ended 
on  August  31,  1940. 

Figures  tabulated  in  the  unemployment 
compensation  division  showed  that  a total 
of  $4,172,037.71  was  paid  to  unemployed 
workers  during  the  first  eight  months  of 
this  year,  the  commissioner  said.  Claims 
against  the  state  of  Connecticut  were  filed 
by  273,786  unemployed  persons  in  the  32 
months  of  operation  and  the  volume  of 
compensable  claims  filed  during  that  period 
totaled  2,262,746. 

Claims  filed  against  Connecticut  by  out- 
of-state  residents  entitled  to  benefits  un- 
der the  Connecticut  law  totaled  85,800. 
Of  the  2,262,746  compensable  claims  filed 
against  Connecticut  in  the  two  years  and 
eight  months  ending  August  31,  2,017,094 
were  claims  for  benefits  for  total  unem- 
ployment and  245,652  for  partial  unem- 
ployment. 

The  average  size  of  benefit  checks  to 
workers  having  claims  against  Connecticut 
for  total  unemployment  during  the  month 
of  August  was  $9.50.  For  partial  unem- 
ployment the  average  check  was  for  $5.44. 
The  balance  in  the  Connecticut  unem- 
ployment compensation  fund  at  the  end  of 
August  was  $37,821,000. 

20th-Fox  Signs  Arlene  Judge 

Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox  has  signed 
Arlene  Judge  to  a term  acting  pact. 
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Abraham  Goodside,  60, 
Dies  in  Portland,  Me. 


Portland,  Me. — Abraham  Goodside,  60- 
year-old  theatrical  promoter  and  identi- 
fied with  the  industry  in  Portland  for  a 
quarter  century,  died  October  12  at  his 
home,  180  High  Street. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Jane 
Goodside,  and  one  daughter,  Doris. 

Goodside,  a native  of  Minsk,  Russia, 
came  to  Portland  as  a youth  and  was  first 
engaged  in  the  tailoring  business.  His  first 
theatre  venture  was  in  1912  when  he 
opened  the  Big  Nickelodeon  Theatre,  now 
the  Strand.  In  1913  he  sold  it,  purchased 
a building  on  Oak  Street  and  rebuilt  and 
renamed  the  present  Empire  Theatre. 

Three  years  later  he  became  owner  of  a 
theatre  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  in  1920 
built  another  in  Springfield,  Mass.  In  1921 
he  purchased  the  old  Jefferson  here 
and  the  Strand  in  1922.  In  1931  he  sold 
the  Empire,  which  he  had  operated  as  a 
picture  house  from  1913,  but  again  took 
over  its  control  in  1933.  At  this  time  he 
also  took  over  Keith’s,  now  the  Maine 
Civic,  which  he  operated  for  a brief  time. 

Not  until  1938,  when  he  severed  his  con- 
nection with  both  the  Strand  and  Empire, 
did  Mr.  Goodside  retire  from  the  theatrical 
field.  Since  then  he  has  been  occupied 
with  his  interests  in  the  two  Strand  Build- 
ings on  Forest  Avenue  and  Congress  Street. 

Funeral  services  were  held  October  14 
at  his  home;  interment  at  the  Jewish 
Cemetery,  South  Portland. 


Relief  Rolls  Decreasing 
Throughout  Connecticut 

Hartford — The  general  relief  load  in  the 
five  largest  cities  of  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut declined  last  month  as  compared 
to  August  with  even  sharper  cuts  ranging, 
some  greater  than  50  per  cent,  as  com- 
pared to  September,  1939,  reports  Rob- 
ert J.  Smith,  state  welfare  commissioner. 

Hartford  had  9,359  persons  on  general 
relief  la.st  month,  costing  $8,150.  This  rep- 
resents a 5.5  per  cent  decrease  as  compared 
to  August  and  a 12  per  cent  decrease  as 
compared  to  September,  1939. 

Bridgeport  reported  5,016  persons  on 
general  relief  last  month,  costing  $32,810, 
a 5.3  per  cent  drop  from  September,  1939. 
New  Haven  reported  8,197  persons  last 
month,  costing  60,297,  or  18  per  cent  less 
than  a year  ago. 

Waterbury  reported  2,747  persons  at  a 
cost  of  $17,117  for  the  month,  which  was 
38  per  cent  less  than  September,  1939,  and 
New  Britain,  1,064  persons,  at  a monthly 
cost  of  $7,244,  a 5.5  per  cent  drop  from 
September  of  last  year. 

Total  cost  in  the  five  cities  is  given  in 
the  report  as  $200,619,  or  29.2  per  cent 
less  than  September,  1939.  The  steady 
decrease  in  the  number  of  people  on  re- 
lief is  said  to  be  due  to  the  ever-increasing 
payrolls  at  Nutmeg  state  factories,  espe- 
cially those  included  in  the  national  de- 
fense program  orders. 


Interviews  Author 

Springfield — George  Freeman  has  inau- 
gurated a new  man-in-the-street  broad- 
cast in  front  of  the  theatre,  two-a-week 
for  15  minutes  over  WMAS.  Freeman  in- 
terviewed Fred  Finklehoffe,  co-author  of 
“Brother  Rat”  and  “Strike  Up  the  Band,” 
when  he  returned  to  Springfield,  his  home 
town,  for  a visit.  The  story  broke  the 
press. 


^JEADOW  STREET  was  deserted  as  the 
Middletown  lawsuits  against  Sal 
Adorno  for  alleged  “fraud,  conspiracy  and 
mismanagement”  of  the  three  Middletown 
theatres,  of  which  he  was  general  man- 
ager in  1933,  got  under  way  in  Middletown 
superior  court.  Most  of  the  branch  man- 
agers, and  several  bookers  were  called 
during  the  first  three  days,  including  Ben 
Simon,  Thomas  Donaldson,  Tim  O’Toole, 
Edward  Ruff,  Henry  Germaine,  J.  R.  Ma- 
han, Angelo  Lombardi,  Lou  Wechsler,  Bar- 
ney Pitkin,  Eva  Cooperstack,  Therese 
Carlo,  Victoria  Cusanelli.  They  testified 
they  had  not  done  business  with  Franklyn 
Arrigoni  and  Salvatore  Saraceno  of  the 
Capitol  and  Middlesex,  but  with  Adorno 
alone.  Nat  Furst  and  David  Berk,  as  book- 
ers, and  Harold  Stoneman,  Harold  Eskin, 
Joseph  Quittner,  Samuel  Kantor,  Edward 
Anson  and  Lou  Schaefer  all  testified  they 
had  tried  to  negotiate  a lease  of  the  Mid- 
dletown theatres.  Arrigoni  and  Saraceno 
claim  they  were  never  informed  of  these 
offers,  but  were  induced  by  Adorno  to 
lease  to  Middletown  Enterprises,  of  which 
he  was  an  unrevealed  partner. 

Prices  up  to  30  cents  at  the  Whatley, 
Whitney,  Dixwell,  Lawrence,  Howard  and 
Strand  for  the  first  time  in  eight  years 
. . . Bijou  following  suit  on  the  daily  ad- 
mission, hut  maintaining  30  plus  tax  on 
Sundays  for  the  preserit  . . . Exhibitors 
looking  forward  to  the  beginning  of  the 
ice  hockey  season  at  the  Arena  a few 
weeks  hence  when  Sunday  big-name  vaude 
will  be  discontinued  for  the  winter  . . . 
Meantime  Saturday  vaude  building  at  the 
Bijou,  and  Amateur  Nights  doing  SRO 
business  . . . Country  Store,  with  $200  in 
merchandise  prizes  contributed  by  local 
businessmen,  doing  excellent  business  Mon- 
day nights  at  the  Plaza,  Worcester  . . . 
Mme.  Zelaine  stood  them  up  at  the  Arch 
St.,  New  Britain.  The  psychic  broke  the 
press  sports  column  in  New  Haven  when 
her  prediction  that  Cincinnati  ivould  win 
the  World  Series  came  true.  And  Hartford 
columns  when  she  said  in  Meriden  that 
Middletown  would  win  the  Middletown- 
Meriden  baseball  game,  and  it  did. 

Construction  of  a new  factory  to  handle 
a $12,0000,000  British  machine  gun  order 
is  announced  here  . . . Waterbury  vaude- 
ville at  the  Poll  set  for  Wednesday  nights, 
beginning  October  16  . . . Poli  houses  in 
New  Haven,  Hartford,  and  Worcester  held 
“Strike  Up  the  Band”  three  weeks.  As  a 
result,  Sam  Badamo,  College  manager, 
looked  sadly  once  more  at  his  week’s  build- 
up for  a new  picture,  “The  Villain  Pur- 
sued Her,”  pulled  for  a holdover  . . . Lyric, 
Bridgeport,  burlesque  house,  has  a ladies’ 
matinee  daily  except  Sunday  for  20  cents 
. . . Reports  that  New  Haven,  which  saw 
the  premiere  of  the  stage  play,  “Too  Many 
Girls,”  may  have  the  world  premiere  of  the 
picture,  which  contains  plenty  of  cracks 
about  Yale  . . . “Thief  of  Bagdad”  screened 
for  a much-admiring  trade  audience  Fri- 
day morning,  October  18,  at  the  Roger 
Sherman. 

Morris  Joseph,  Universal  manager,  still 
at  Grace  Hospital  . . . Sidney  Klepper,  as- 
sistant at  the  Palace,  Hartford,  back  from 
a Virginia  Beach  honeymoon  . . . Lou 
Brown  thinking  about  new  furniture  and 
fixings  for  his  apartment  in  between  times 
. . . Flowers  and  a luncheon  party  with 
Harry  Shaw,  Lou  Brown,  and  other  Loew- 
Politeers  in  honor  of  Charlotte  McGuigan’s 
birthday  . . . Bob  Russell,  Loew-Poli  man- 
ager, settling  son  Elwood  in  New  York, 
where  he  has  entered  the  Juillard  School 
of  Music. 

Emil  Feldberg  of  National  Screen  took 
in  the  World’s  Fair  . . . Also  Jeanette  Ber- 


liner, Republic  booker  . . . Harry  Lavietes 
is  still  talking  about  the  “cow”  story  at 
the  Allied  convention  . . . Harry  Shaw  had 
his  picture  taken  with  Joan  Carroll,  well- 
received  starlet  in  Ethel  Merman  show, 
“Panama  Hattie,”  which  pre-Broadwayed 
here  . . . Ernie  Dorau,  manager  of  the 
Middletown  theatres,  visited  in  Guilford 
. . . Stanley  Levin,  former  assistant  booker 
at  RKO,  is  back  in  Waterbury  studying  for 
his  bar  exams,  and  Francis  Joyce  has  been 
promoted  from  assistant  shipper  to  fill  the 
job  . . . Emmet  Cashman,  RKO  home  of- 
fice representative,  in  town  . . . Ruth  Gold- 
berg of  RKO  and  Betty  Goldberg  of  Pro- 
gressive Premium  dropped  in  at  the  Allied 
convention  while  in  Atlantic  City. 

Billy  Nutile,  Paramount’s  “A”  baseball 
fan,  was  richer  when  Cincinnati  won  the 
series  . . . Jack  O’Brien  of  the  Bridgeport 
Times-Star  attended  the  South  Bend  pre- 
miere of  “Knute  Rockne — All  American,” 
and  John  Hesse  has  enthusiastic  stories  of 
the  whole  event  . . . New  cashier,  Alice 
Carroll,  at  the  Paramount  takes  the  place 
of  Jeanette  Salvatore,  resigned  . . . Hy 
Fine,  former  M&P  district  manager,  spent 
a few  days  in  New  York  before  leaving  for 
his  new  duties  with  Lynch- Par  amount 
houses  in  Miami,  while  Bob  Sternberg,  in 
charge  of  M&P  Boston  downtown  theatres 
for  the  past  12  years,  now  fills  Fine’s  for- 
mer place  . . . Franklyn  Ferguson,  Whit- 
ney manager,  away  for  a few  days  in  Ver- 
mo7it,  while  Hans  Hugerth,  assistant, 
takes  over. 

Bob  Johnson,  Ohio  State  grad  and  son 
of  Adolph  Johnson,  is  doing  health  work 
for  McFadden  in  New  York  and  will  soon 
be  Florida-bound  . . . Joseph  Einhorn 
elected  president  of  the  new  Bald  Eagle 
Film  Productions  Corp.  for  production  of 
16mm  film;  Joseph  Cohen,  treasurer,  and 
Wallace  Rosenthal,  once  manager  of  the 
Lincoln,  secretary  . . . Dick  Cohen  has  sold 
Cheshire  his  encyclopedia  20-week  deal, 
beginning  October  20  . . . Colonial,  Walnut 
Beach,  has  reduced  matinee  schedule  to 
Saturdays  and  Sundays,  with  evening 
shows  starting  at  6:45  . . , Emil  Feldberg 
working  hard  on  National  Screen  drive  to 
December  20. 

National  has  signed  trailer  contract  tvith 
Palace,  New  Britam,  and  accessories  with 
Webster,  Hartford,  and  Rialto,  Stamford 
. . . N.  C.  Wrisley’s  29-week  cascade  crystal 
deal  ivent  into  the  Saybrook,  October  16- 
17  . . . Says  Penetrix,  Theatre  News  critic: 
‘‘Whenever  anyone  mentions  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson now,  I feel  like  saying  ‘Yes,  I knew 
him  as  a young  man.’  And  it’s  for  Thomas 
Jefferson  that  I shall  remember  ‘The 
Hoivards  of  Virginia’.”  Which  is  giving 
Richard  Carlson  a big  hand  . . . Harry 
Shaw  made  personal  calls  on  the  boys  at 
Waterbury.  Meriden,  Bridgeport,  Hartford, 
Springfield  and  Worcester  this  iveek. 


Revivals  at  Fair 

Danbury,  Conn. — An  “Old  Opera  House” 
where  the  motion  picture  thrillers  of  some 
25  years  ago,  including  that  1903  sensa- 
tion of  the  famed  nickelodeon,  “The  Great 
Train  Robbery,”  was  shown  daily,  was  one 
of  the  new  features  at  the  71st  annual 
Danbury  Fair  which  opened  Sunday,  Oc- 
tober 6,  for  a seven-day  run. 


Wayne  Morris  in  "Knockout" 

Hollywood — Warner  will  feature  Wayne 
Morris  in  “Knockout.”  M.  Coates  Web- 
ster is  preparing  the  story. 
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gERNARD  M.  LEVY,  manager  of  the 
local  main  stem  Proven  Pictures,  and 
also  division  manager  of  the  Lieberman 
Theatres  circuit  in  Hartford  and  Holyoke, 
was  in  Boston  . . . Loew-Poli  Elm  Street, 
Worcester,  had  “Strike  Up  the  Band”  for 
two  weeks  . . . Michael  J.  Daly,  owner  of 
the  Hartford  Daly  and  the  Plainfield, 
Plainfield,  tripped  to  New  Haven. 

Harry  F . Shaw,  Loew’s  Poli  division 
chief,  and  Louis  A.  Brown,  Loew’s  Poli 
publicity  director,  were  in  town  from 
Loew’s,  New  Haven,  the  other  day  to  see 
Jack  A.  Simons,  local  Loew’s  Poli  maiiager. 

To  New  Haven  last  Tuesday  to  attend  an 
Allied  meeting  went  Maurice  Schulman  of 
the  Webster,  Rivoli  and  Plaza-Manor,  Mar- 
tin Kelleher  of  the  State  St.  Princess,  and 
Charlie  L.  Repass  of  the  Crown. 

George  E.  Landers,  manager  of  the  E. 
M.  Loew’s,  went  to  Boston  . . . “Pins  and 
Needles,”  the  music  and  lyrics  of  which 
were  written  by  Harold  J.  Rome,  a former 
Hartfordite,  was  presented  at  the  Bush- 
nell’s  Memorial. 

Rudy  Frank,  director  of  publicity  for 
the  Harris  Brothers’  State,  together  with 
Elisse  Petrovich  of  Bridgeport,  his  bride- 
to-be;  his  father,  and  his  sister,  saw  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair  . . . Service  staff 
members  at  the  WB  Regal  and  Loew’s  Poli 
are  wearing  new  uniforms  . . . Olive  Men- 
delssota,  M&P’s  Allyn  cashier,  spent  a few 
days  in  New  York  visiting  her  mother. 

Jack  Bloom,  newly -appointed  assistant 
manager  at  the  State,  is  now  living  in  the 
North  End  . . . Zen  Molonowski  has  joined 
the  service  staff  at  the  Regal  as  an  usher, 
replacing  George  Harris,  who  has  been 
upped  to  doorman,  succeeding  Patrick  P 
Buchari,  who’s  now  in  the  U.  S.  army 
Hollis  Sweeney,  Loew-Poli  Palace  student 
assistant,  reports  that  as  soon  as  he  gets 
enough  courage,  he’s  going  to  have  his 
tonsils  out  for  good  . . . Anna  Mae  Tesslo, 
formerly  of  Hartford,  and  now  in  Holly- 
wood, appears  in  the  George  Abbott  mo- 
tion picture,  “Too  Many  Girls.” 

Sidney  H.  Kleper,  Loew-Poli  Palace  as- 
sistant manager,  returned  to  this  city 
Monday  with  his  bride,  after  having  been 
on  a month’s  honeymoon  trip  to  points 
south  . . . Loew-Poli  Palace  now  has  new 
lobby  frames. 

New  boiler  has  been  installed  at  the 
E.  M.  Loew’s  . . . Joseph  Caprino,  main- 
tenance man  at  the  M&P  Allyn,  is  leav- 
ing to  go  with  the  U.  S.  Naval  Reserves 
. . . During  the  run  of  “Down  Argentine 
Way,”  at  the  Loew-Poli,  Manager  Jack  A. 
Simons  obtained  a South  American  insect 
collection  for  a lobby  display  ...  A rhum- 
ba contest  was  slated  to  be  held  at 
the  Bond  Hotel  here  Wednesday  night 
in  connection  with  “Down  Argentine  Way.” 
Contest  was  held  through  cooperation  of 
Arthur  Murray  School  of  Dancing  the 
Loew-Poli,  and  the  hotel. 

Flavia  Sloat,  M&P  Allyn  cashier,  went 
picking  grapes  in  Manchester  the  other 
day  . . . Billy  Stevenson,  formerly  of  the 
Riverside  Park,  is  now  cashier  and  box- 
office  director  at  the  Bushnell’s  Memorial, 
succeeding  Ray  J.  Richards,  who’s  work- 
ing at  Holy  Cross  College,  Worcester. 

Loew-Poli  Palace  landed  a co-op  ad  with 
Plasikowski,  local  furrier,  for  “Strike  Up 
the  Band”  . . . 600-seaf  Warner  Central, 
West  Hartford,  has  been  reseated  ...  A 
film  short,  “A  Primer  of  American  De- 


fense,” was  shown  at  the  patriotic  rally 
of  the  Committee  to  Defend  America  by 
Aiding  the  Allies  last  Thursday  night. 

Robert  Oates  is  a new  doorman  at  the 
Proven  Pictures,  succeeding  Sidney  B. 
Walper,  who  has  left  for  other  fields  . . . 
Maurice  Schulman  of  the  Webster,  Rivoli, 
and  Plaza-Windsor  theatres,  spent  four 
days  in  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  attending  the 
Allied  convention  in  that  town  . . . Col- 
chester Theatre,  Colchester,  offered  a large 
grill  plate  to  every  lady  patron. 

In  Eastern  Connecticut:  M&P’s  Crown, 
New  London,  brought  back  “David  Copper- 
field”  . . . Groton  Theatre  now  has  a 
“Bargain  Matinee”  every  Thursday,  dur- 
ing which  day  students  are  only  charged 
ten  cents  admission  until  5 p.  m.  ..  . 
Garde,  New  London,  sponsored  a cooking 
school  . . . Palace,  Norwich,  also  had  a 
cooking  school,  and  offered  not  only  17 
door  prizes,  but  an  electric  range,  through 
the  cooperation  of  a Norwich  merchant. 

Rialto,  Stamford,  is  now  offering  china- 
ware  . . . Back  at  work  is  Henry  Needles, 
Warner  district  manager,  who  has  been  on 
the  sick  list  for  over  a month  . . . James 
F.  McCarthy,  manager,  and  Assistant  Ken- 
nie  taye,  at  the  WB  Strand,  received 
quite  a bit  of  publicity  for  “Knute  Rockne 
— All  American”  from  the  sports  pages  of 
the  Hartford  press  . . . Edgar  Kennedy 
has  joined  the  projectionists’  staff  at  the 
Proven  Pictures  as  an  apprentice. 


Springfield  Film  Council 
Plugs  lor  Lighter  Fare 

Springfield,  Mass.  — “Laughter  and 
make-believe  coming  films”  was  the  sub- 
ject that  was  discussed  by  representatives 
of  the  Springfield  M.  P.  Council  during 
the  weekly  broadcast  of  the  council  last 
Friday  afternoon  at  1:45  over  Station 
WMAS.  The  need  for  comedy  and  make- 
believe  and  less  realism  in  films  during 
these  troubled  times  was  stressed. 

Mrs.  Charles  Katz,  a member  of  the 
preview  committee,  and  Mrs.  Howard  W. 
Pond,  chairman  of  publicity,  took  part 
in  the  discussion.  They  were  introduced 
by  Mrs.  Samuel  Goidell,  chairman  of  the 
radio  committee. 


Philip  Lavine  Is  G.  M. 

Of  Ralph  Snider  Chain 

Boston — Philip  Lavine  has  been  ap- 
pointed general  manager  of  the  Ralph  Sni- 
der circuit.  Lavine  has  been  general  New 
England  manager  for  Phil  Smith  inde- 
pendent theatre  interests  for  many  years. 
He  has  been  identified  in  an  executive  ca- 
pacity with  practically  every  phase  of  the 
entertainment  field  during  his  years  in  the 
amusement  industry. 

(,  

Only  Three  Days 
Are  Still  Open 

Worcester,  Mass. — Country  Store,  dis- 
tributing $200  in  merchandise  prizes  each 
Monday,  is  the  latest  attraction  to  be  fea- 
tured at  the  Plaza  here.  Ten-O-Win  is 
a Tuesday  and  Thursday  feature,  with 
Amateur  Night  on  Saturday. 

J 


Lisbon  Renovation  Job 
Marked  by  Simplicity 


Boston — New  England  small-town  sim- 
plicity was  adhered  to  by  Judge  George 
Pike,  candidate  for  state  senatorship  in 
the  White  Mountain  State,  when  he  re- 
modeled the  Lisbon  in  Lisbon,  N.  H.,  this 
year.  Judge  Pike  and  the  Capitol  'Theatre 
Supply  Co.  of  Boston  “capitolized”  on 
serious  fire  damage  at  the  New  Hampshire 
th&atre  a year  ago  by  making  the  celluloid 
citadel  an  acme  of  modern  comfort  and 
good  taste. 

Ideal  chairs,  full-upholstered  with 
brown  leatherette  backs  and  maroon  cor- 
duroy sides,  were  installed  in  the  auditor- 
ium and  small  balcony.  Natural-colored 
celotex  was  utilized  for  the  sides  and 
ceiling. 

Not  stinting  on  the  important  mechani- 
cal side  of  the  enterprise.  Judge  Pike  and 
Capitol  put  in  what  was  the  first  New 
England  installation  of  the  new  Western 
Electric  7,500-sound  heads.  New  Cyclex 
lamp>s  shoot  light  to  a new  screen.  The 
home-town  house  is  managed  for  the  New 
Hampshire  solon  by  Edward  O’Connell. 


To  Induct  Aaronson  as 
Macaulay  Commander 

Boston — Harry  A.  Aaronson,  manager  of 
the  Rialto  in  Boston,  is  scheduled  to  be  in- 
ducted as  commander  of  the  Lieut.  A.  Ver- 
non Macaulay  Post  270,  American  Legion, 
at  the  Theatrical  Post’s  annual  installa- 
tion dance  at  the  Hotel  Statler,  October  29. 
William  H.  McLaughlin,  retiring  com- 
mander, and  Major  Patrick  F.  Healey  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Safety,  are  co- 
chairmen  in  charge  of  the  perennial. 

Other  installations  will  be  that  of  Alvin 
Kenney  as  senior  vice-commander;  Harry 
Smith,  junior  vice-commander;  Ralph 
Wormhood,  adjutant;  Marcel  Mekelburg, 
finance  officer;  Dr.  Edward  Melincoff, 
chaplain,  and  Samuel  Levine  as  sergeant- 
at-arms. 


Bette  Cherishes  Hope  of 
Retiring  to  Sugar  Hill 

Sugar  Hill,  N.  H. — After  a few  more 
years  in  Hollywood,  Bette  Davis  plans  to 
return  to  New  Hampshire  as  a permanent 
resident  and  hopes  to  establish  a theatre 
of  her  own  in  this  section  of  the  White 
Mountains,  the  actress  revealed  as  she 
reluctantly  concluded  a three-month  rest 
at  her  Sugar  Hill  farmhouse  and  took  the 
wheel  of  her  beachwagon  to  trek  back  to 
Hollywood. 

Said  Bette:  “I  have  three  more  years 
under  contract  to  Warner  Bros.  After 
that,  I think  I shall  move  to  Sugar  Hill 
permanently,  traveling  back  and  forth.  I 
should  like  to  do  a good  play  once  in  a 
while  in  New  York.” 

The  star  said  she  hoped  to  spend  Octo- 
ber, November  and  December  at  her  quaint 
farmhouse  here  next  year. 


Vaude  Artists  Elect 

Hartford — Arthur  A.  Chounard  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Vaudeville  Art- 
ists’ Association,  formerly  known  as  the 
Actors’  Protective  Ass’n.  Other  officers 
include:  Chick  Pontillo,  vice-president; 
secretaries,  Alice  Castle  and  C.  Durick; 
sergeant-at-arms,  Louis  Shonty;  board  of 
directors  includes  Jane  Stanwyck,  Virginia 
Reno,  Lew  Shonty,  Chester  Hoffman,  Bill 
White,  Charles  Logan,  and  Henry  Ger- 
maine. Chick  Pontillo  will  handle  pub- 
licity. The  annual  dance  is  slated  to  be 
held  at  Odd  Fellows’  Hall  October  27. 
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PMtOVIIlBIENClE 

■yifARMEST  October  13  in  the  history  of 
the  Rhode  Island  office  of  U.  S. 
Weather  Bureau  hit  matinee  business  in 
Providence  Sunday  as  the  public  took  to 
the  open  road.  Nightfall  saw  boxoffice 
lines  at  all  first  run  houses  however. 

Managerial  changes  in  Fay  chain  move 
Bernard  E.  Fay,  manager  of  Majestic,  to 
become  assistant  to  Edward  M.  Fay  in  the 
chain’s  main  office;  Albert  J . Clarke,  man- 
ager of  Carlton  (subsequent  run  house) 
succeeds  in  managerial  position  at  the  Ma- 
jestic, while  John  Toohey,  former  assistant 
manager  at  the  Majestic,  moves  into 
Clarke’s  office  at  the  Carlton. 

The  Majestic  is  getting  a new  marquee 
and  also  is  being  reseated.  The  lobby  is 
to  be  redecorated  and  a new  sidewalk 
boxoffice  built.  A new  mezzanine  lounge 
will  be  installed. 

RKO-Alhee  had  a window  display  in  a 
jewelry  store  last  week  plugging  “Diamond 
Frontier.”  Theatre  also  had  display  case 
filled  with  diamond  replicas  m its  lobby. 
Tie-up  was  arranged  by  Manager  George 
French  and  Publicist  Bill  Morton  of  thea- 
tre staff.  French,  incidentally,  trekked  to 
Boston  last  Tuesday  for  the  private  show- 
ing arranged  by  District  Manager  Harry 
McDonald  for  “They  Knew  What  They 
Wanted.” 

George  Cronin,  district  manager  for 
Associated  Theatres,  is  in  receipt  of  a 
nice  “thank  you”  letter  from  Chief 
Thomas  H.  Cotter  of  the  Providence  Fire 
Department  expressing  appreciation  for 
“Fire  Prevention  Week”  trailer  which 
Cronin  had  made  for  showing  at  Bijou, 
Empire  and  Palace  theatres. 

Another  “good  will”  idea  pulled  by  Cron- 
in recently  was  a courtesy  extended  to 
ladies  accompanying  delegates  to  regional 
meeting  of  National  Association  of  Cost 
Accountants  convention  held  in  this  city 
October  5.  Cronin  contacted  convention 
committee  and  extended  privileges  of  the 
Empire  to  delegates’  wives  during  the  day. 

Bill  Morton,  Altaee’s  press  release  whiz,  is 
“doubling  in  brass”  these  days,  doing  a 
radio  celebrity  interview  one  night  a week 
over  WEAN  from  Tommy  Maren’s  recent- 
ly opened  “Beachcomber”  night  club. 
Needless  to  say  Bill  manages  to  get  in  a 
plug  for  the  Albee’s  current  and  coming 
attractions. 

Vincent  Dunfey,  student  assistant  man- 
ager of  Loew’s  State,  underwent  a tonsil- 
lotomy at  Trumbull  Hospital,  Boston,  last 
week. 

Isabel  Jewel,  Lya  Lys  and  Jean  Parker, 
starlets  appearing  with  George  Jessel’s 
unit  at  the  Met  recently,  were  feted  at  an 
after-theatre  party  at  the  home  of  George 
Cronin. 


Seek  Electric  Saving 

Boston — Arthur  K.  Howard,  business 
manager  of  the  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Inc.,  conferred  with  M.  A.  Shaw,  electrical 
efficiency  expert,  here  last  week  on  pro- 
posed tie-ins  between  organization  mem- 
bers and  Shaw  for  the  purpose  of  reduc- 
ing electricity  rates  on  a percentage  basis 
of  recompense. 


Morris  Joseph  111 

New  Haven— Morris  Joseph,  Universal 
manager  here  for  the  past  26  years,  is  con- 
fined to  Grace  Hospital  here. 


Appeals  to  Parents  From 
Angle  oi  Fire  Safety 


Manchester,  N.  H. — The  new  Rex  here 
made  an  unusual  Fire  Prevention  Week 
appeal  to  parents  in  an  advertisement  cap- 
tioned “Important  Notice  to  All  Parents,” 
in  the  local  newspapers. 

“We  invite  you  parents  of  the  movie- 
loving  youngsters  to  visit  the  Rex,”  said 
the  management,  “and  see  what  we’ve 
done  to  make  it  as  fireproof  as  humanly 
possible.  See  how  we  had  the  boiler  room 
built  OUTSIDE  the  theatre  ...  a separate 
brick  building  buried  underground.  That 
alone  eliminates  90  per  cent  of  the  fire 
hazard,  but  the  Rex  has  done  more.  No 
radiators  to  carry  live  steam  into  the  thea- 
tre. Inside  walls  of  stucco  and  steel  . . . 
no  wood  to  burn  even  if  a spark  could  get 
inside. 

“Count  the  number  of  exits  and  you’ll 
find  more  per  person  than  any  other  thea- 
tre in  the  city.  Notice  how  the  stadium 
seat  arrangement  allows  more  room  to 
come  and  go.” 

In  conclusion,  it  was  emphasized  that 
the  owner  of  the  Rex  has  several  children 
of  his  own  and  realizes  how  parents  must 
safeguard  their  youngsters. 


Adult  Education  Classes 
Turn  to  Motion  Pictures 

Springfield,  Mass. — October  9 marked 
the  first  Wednesday  evening  in  a series  of 
ten  successive  Wednesday  evenings  for  a 
new  announced  program  of  the  Film 
Forum,  a public  education  innovation  for 
the  city  of  Springfield.  Three  films  were 
shown  last  Wednesday  night,  namely  “The 
City,”  “Life  in  Sometown,  U.  S.  A.,”  and 
“Design  for  Happiness.” 

The  series  is  a new  undertaking  in  adult 
education,  sponsored  by  the  Adult  Educa- 
tion Council  and  the  Bureau  of  Adult  Edu- 
cation of  the  School  department. 

Under  the  direction  of  A.  Abbott  Kap- 
lan, executive  secretary  of  the  Adult  Edu- 
cation Council,  the  entire  ten  weeks’  pro- 
grams are  being  held  at  the  High  School 
of  Commerce,  Springfield. 


La  Conga  Contests  Sell 
"Down  Argentine  Way" 

New  Haven — La  conga  contests  at  the 
Poll,  New  Haven  and  Bridgeport,  opening 
the  “Down  Argentine  Way”  run,  proved  a 
big  attraction.  Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli 
division  manager,  emceed  in  an  authentic 
Argentine  blouse.  Cash  prizes  were  given. 
Johnnie,  the  Philip  Morris  boy,  was  an 
added  attraction  at  the  New  Haven  house. 


Hear  an  Appeal 

Hartford — The  case  of  Katherine  Falso 
of  Hartford  vs.  the  Poll  New  England 
Theatres,  Inc.,  also  of  Hartford  was  in  the 
process  of  argument  before  the  state  su- 
preme court  here  late  last  week.  The 
theatre  organization  appeals  from  the  su- 
perior court’s  award  of  $900  to  Miss  Falso, 
of  25  Winthrop  St.,  for  injuries  allegedly 
sustained  in  a fall  on  the  corporation’s 
property. 


Continue  Theatre  Stock  Buys 

Boston — Loew’s,  Inc.,  has  been  continu- 
ing its  acquisition  of  Loew’s  Boston  Thea- 
tres stock.  A recent  report  to  the  Securi- 
ties Exchange  Commission  indicated  that 
with  the  purchase  of  a number  of  shares 
of  $25.00  par  common,  Loew’s,  Inc.,  now 
holds  117,474  equities  in  the  subsidiary 
company. 
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: BRIDGEPORT  : 

■yERNON  BURNS,  student  assistant  at 

the  Majestic,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  Bijou,  New  Haven,  as  assistant  man- 
ager. He  has  been  succeeded  by  Harold 
Engle,  student  assistant  at  the  Globe.  Both 
were  feted  by  the  theatre  staffs  before  as- 
suming their  new  positions. 

Al  M.  Schuman  of  the  Black  Rock  is 
back  from  a business  trip  to  Hartford  . . 
Assistant  Manager  Jack  Sidney  of  the 
Loew-Poli  has  been  having  a session  with 
the  dentist  . . . Albert  M.  Pickus,  manager 
of  the  Stratford,  is  sponsoring  a movement 
to  issue  theatre  passes  to  blind  persons. 

Manager  Morris  Rosenthal  of  the  Ma- 
jestic is  going  back  to  usherettes,  the  boys 
causing  a problem  by  leaving  to  take  fac- 
tory jobs.  Now  being  trained  by  Assistant 
Manager  Robert  Carney  are  Margaret 
Stillson,  Jane  Beers,  Kay  Gault  and 
Frances  Crone  . . . Add  to  the  troubles  of 
a theatre  manager;  A man  sitting  in  the 
back  row  of  a downtown  house  with  both 
shoes  and  stockings  off  and  calmly  paring 
his  toe  nails  . . . The  Loew-Poli  tied  with 
the  Times-Star  for  a color  contest  on 
“Down  Argentine  Way.” 

Manager  Manny  E.  Kugell  is  back  at 
his  post  at  the  Warner  after  being  in  bed 
with  a cold.  Jack  O’Donnell  of  the  Roger 
Sherman  substituted  . . . Lyric,  in  its  sec- 
ond week,  dropped  matinee  admissions  for 
women  to  20  cents  . . . The  Arch  Street, 
New  Britain,  played  Madame  Zelaine  for  a 
full  week  as  a stage  attraction  . . . Joseph 
Simmone  has  resigned  as  usher  at  the 
Globe.  Frederick  Bottcher  is  his  successor. 

Jack  Bernard,  projectionist  at  the  Black 
Rock  Theatre,  is  back  from  a trip  to  Wash- 
ington with  his  wife  and  daughter  . . . 
Manager  Samuel  Haddleman  of  the  Capi- 
tol is  on  the  high  seas  Bermuda-bound 
. . . Murray  Kaufman  has  discontinued 
matinees  at  his  Rialto  while  renovations 
are  under  way  . . . Factory  payrolls  in  Nor- 
walk are  up  seven  per  cent. 

Lillian  Yancott,  pretty  American  cash- 
ier, is  wearing  a diamond  on  the  proper 
hand  and  finger  . . . Albert  Fredericks  has 
joined  the  maintenance  staff  at  the  Globe 
. . . Harry  Shaw  was  in  town  on  business 
. . . Even  the  rain  fails  to  keep  Morris  and 
Molly  Rosenthal  off  the  golf  links  these 
fall  days. 

Ronald  Smith,  former  Loew-Poli  door- 
man, has  joined  the  “Beauties  on  Parade” 
show  as  Uncle  Sam.  The  show  will  open 
soon  in  a Pall  River,  Mass.,  theatre  . . . 
The  Ridgefield  Playhouse  used  the  Walt 
Disney  Festival  for  a morning  show  . . . 
Louis  Novitsky  is  back  on  the  Black  Rock 
door  after  a vacation  . . . The  neighbor- 
hood theatres  have  much  less  trouble 
keeping  help  than  the  downtown  theatres. 

Jean  Darling,  who  used  to  star  in  the 
“Our  Gang”  comedies,  drew  heavily  in  a 
personal  appearance  at  the  Globe  . . . The 
Empress,  Norwalk,  booked  in  J.  Joseph 
Clifford’s  “Phantasma”  for  one  night  . . . 
The  Rialto,  Stamford,  has  started  a new 
chinaware  deal  . . . Daniel  Quatrelle  has 
joined  the  usher  corps  at  the  Warner  . . . 
A new  fuel  oil  tank  has  been  installed  at 
the  Warner. 


Harry  Gibbs  Has  Mohawk  Films 

New  Haven — Harry  Gibbs,  Connecticut 
Film  Distributors,  is  handling  19  features 
for  Mohawk  Film  Corp.,  in  the  New 
Haven  area. 
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From  All  Corners 
0^  the  Nation— 


PRINCESS  THEATRE 

WAUSEON,  OHIO 

Sept.  18,  1940 

BOXOFFICE: 

Relative  to  our  recent  ad  in  BOXOFFICE:  To 
date,  within  the  first  week  after  publication,  we 
have  received  109  answers  to  this  ad,  the  replies 
coming  from  Massachusetts  to  Washington,  from 
Minnesota  and  Montana  to  Texas. 

The  response  was  almost  unbelievable.  Cer- 
tainly I could  think  of  no  other  medium  that  might 
return  such  a result. 

P.  R.  TOUNEY 


Whatever  You  Have  to 

BUY  — SELL  — TRADE 


For  Best  Results  Use  the 
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'’^Expensive,  Useless, " Tri-State 
Blocks-of-Five  Plan  Reaction 


Memphis — Terming  the  blocks-of-five 
sales  plan  in  the  proposed  consent  decree 
to  end  the  government  all-industry  suit  in 
New  York  an  “expensive  and  useless  ex- 
periment,” the  annual  convention  here  of 
the  MPTO  of  Tennessee,  Arkansas  and 
Mississippi  called  upon  the  department  of 
justice  to  withhold  its  approval  of  the 
provision. 

The  opposition,  touched  off  by  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall, MPTOA  president,  sprang  from 
general  belief  that  the  plan  would  work  a 
hardship  on  independent  exhibitors  by  in- 
creasing the  cost  of  production  and  ex- 
hibition, would  deprive  theatre  men  of 
cancellation  privileges  they  argued  they 
had  won  only  after  an  uphill  fight,  and 
would  hold  potentialities  for  local  censor- 
ship under  the  guise  of  community  se- 
lection. 

Williams  on  Rentals 

The  resolution,  addressed  specifically  to 
Thurman  Arnold,  assistant  attorney  gen- 
eral in  charge  of  anti-trust  proceedings, 
was  to  be  sent  in  duplicate  to  major  film 
company  executives.  It  was  adopted  with- 
out a dissenting  vote. 

The  convention  business  sessions  got  un- 
der way  in  the  Variety  Club  quarters  of 
the  Gayoso  Hotel  Monday  with  an  ad- 
dress by  R.  X.  Williams,  Oxford,  Miss., 
president.  In  the  sequence  of  develop- 
ments, it  proceeded  in  this  fashion: 

Williams  decried  “excessive”  film  ren- 
tals, asserting  that  in  some  instances  ex- 
hibitors in  this  area  were  paying  as  much 
as  75  per  cent  of  their  grosses  for  this 
item.  He  claimed  that,  generally  speaking, 
theatre  men  in  the  tri-state  area  were 
paying  the  second  highest  film  rental  in 
the  country.  Exhibitors  themselves,  he 
argued,  were  largely  responsible  for  this 
condition,  saying  that  “their  hesitancy  in 
discussing  truthfully  their  prices,  clear- 
ance setups  and  contracts  in  general  with 
their  fellow  exhibitors  had  made  them 
easy  prey  for  the  distributors.” 

A special  effort,  he  said,  had  been 
made  to  have  as  many  district  managers 
and  New  York  film  company  representa- 
tives present  at  the  convention  as  possible 
“in  order  for  them  to  find  out  what  the 
people  of  the  South  have  to  contend  with 
and  the  extreme  effort  necessary  on  the 
exhibitor’s  part  to  stay  in  business,  espe- 
cially in  the  state  of  Mississippi  where  the 
last  two  years’  crops  have  been  short 
more  than  40  per  cent.” 

Kuykendall  Is  Heard 

Williams  pointed  to  the  tax  situation  in 
Mississippi,  citing  it  as  a warning  to  other 
states  of  the  load  that  could  be  placed 
upon  the  trade.  He  said  that  the  state 
tax  was  the  same  as  the  federal  tax,  push- 
ing the  levy  above  20  per  cent  of  the  gross 
in  many  instances.  He  said  that  insis- 
tence of  exhibitors  there  to  get  the  state 
exemption  raised  to  the  federal  level  of 
20  cents  had  brought  official  charges  that 
the  industry  was  trying  to  evade  its  pro- 
rata share  of  the  national  defense  pro- 
gram. 

Pleading  for  a “national  spirit  of  co- 
operation,” Ed  Kuykendall  was  the  next 
speaker.  He  called  for  a cessation  of  “the 
spirit  of  unrest,  turmoil,  discouragement 
and  dissension  between  the  distribution 
and  exhibition  branches”  as  a requisite 
to  the  solution  of  the  major  problems 
confronting  the  trade. 

“The  consent  decree  affects  the  entire 
industry,”  the  MPTOA  head  asserted,  “and 
for  that  reason  we  should  have  been  given 
some  voice  in  its  construction.  The  blocks- 


of-five  sales  plan  will  create  more  of  a 
seller’s  market  than  exists  today  and  will 
put  the  small  exhibitor  at  the  mercy  of 
the  distributor  and  the  large  buyer.  In 
those  instances  where  the  little  man  is 
in  opposition  to  buying  power,  the  buying 
power  will  milk  off  the  cream  of  the 
product  and  will  leave  only  the  skimmed 
milk  for  him.  It  stands  to  reason  that 
each  block  of  five  will  not  be  made  up 
entirely  of  ‘A’  pictures.”  He  inferred  in- 
directly that  whereas  exhibitors  had  to 
buy  in  groups  of  five  there  was  nothing 
to  compel  the  distributors  from  selling 
smaller  groups,  those  consisting  of  the 
better  product,  to  the  favored  accounts. 

“Arbitration,  if  put  in  the  hands  of 
outsiders  who  do  not  understand  us,  wUl 
result  in  the  exhibitors  being  the  goat  in 
the  final  accounting,”  Kuykendall  con- 
tended. “Everyone,”  he  said,  “is  in  favor 
of  conciliation  boards  that  are  fair  and 
just.”  He  said  the  outsider-arbitration 
plan  might  become  a law,  and  asserted 
that  if  it  did  a problem  would  be  posed 
that  could  be  worked  out  only  on  a local 
basis.  Charging  that  the  new  sales  plan 
would  be  as  much  block  booking  as  the 
current  system,  the  MPTOA  president  said 
he  favored  a reasonable  unrestricted  can- 
cellation provision  to  operate  under  the 
present  sales  system. 

Assails  Slot  Films 

Slot-machine  film  projectors  now  being 
readied  for  use  in  taverns  and  other  pub- 
lic places  were  attacked  by  Kuykendall, 
who  said  that  he  considered  them  one  of 
the  most  serious  problems  exhibitors 
would  have  to  face  in  the  near  future. 
He  pointed  out  that  while  current  plans 
contemplate  three-minute  programs  as  the 
maximum,  he  said  two  or  three  companies 
are  now  signing  stars  to  make  10  and  15- 
minute  reels.  He  suggested  that  the  best 
way  of  combating  these  was  to  see  that 
the  same  fire  and  building  regulations 
applicable  to  theatres  were  imposed  upon 
them. 

The  volume  of  lawsuits  in  the  trade 
w’as  blamed  by  Kuykendall  largely  on  the 
“dumbness  or  stubbornness  of  the  dis- 
tributors. aided  and  abetted  by  large  buy- 
ers.” He  decried  the  “needless  expendi- 
ture of  millions  of  dollars”  upon  their 
defense  and  prosecution. 

Kuykendall  expressed  alarm  over  the 
rising  cost  of  overhead,  “which  does  not 
pull  up  the  boxoffice  receipts”  along  with 
it.  “Distributors  are  demanding  more  and 
more  each  year  and  the  exhibitors  are 
‘push  overs’  for  the  distributors,  as  they 
will  not  stand  together  and  put  up  a 
united  front  against  this  excessive  increase 
in  film  rental,”  he  said. 

On  the  subject  of  higher  admissions: 
“For  some  this  would  be  good,  or  an 
answer  to  a prayer,  while  to  others,  this 
would  mean  the  closing  of  their  theatres, 
and  should  be  worked  out  by  each  exhibi- 
tor locally  who  knows  his  patrons  and 
their  reaction  to  such  increased  prices. 
Admission  prices  are  now  on  a screwy 
basis.  We  charge  the  same  admission  for 
the  good  and  bad  pictures — one  scale 
should  be  established  for  the  good  pic- 
tures, and  another  for  the  bad  ones.” 

On  “shortage  of  product,”  Kuykendall 
admonished  all  present  to  conserve  the 
present  product.  “This  can  not  be  done,” 
he  stated,  “by  passing  up  the  bad  pic- 
tures. More  exploitation,  more  good  show- 
manship on  the  part  of  the  exhibitors  will 
probably  turn  what  they  consider  a bad 
picture  into  a nice  profit  at  the  boxoffice,” 


Tri-State  Oificers 
All  Re-elected 

Memphis — The  following  officers  were 
re-elected  by  the  MPTO  of  Tennessee, 
Arkansas  and  Mississippi  at  the  annual 
convention  here  Monday: 

R.  X.  Williams  jr.,  Oxford,  Miss.,  presi- 
dent; regional  vice-presidents  are  R.  B. 
Cox,  Batesville,  Miss.;  L.  F.  Haven,  For- 
rest City,  Ark.,  and  W.  F.  Ruffin,  Cov- 
ington, Tenn.;  W.  S.  "Shine"  Tyson  of 
the  Grand  at  Water  Valley,  Miss.,  is 
secretary-treasurer;  M.  A.  Lightman, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  The 
board  of  directors  is  composed  of:  W.  L. 
Landers  jr.,  Batesville,  Ark.;  K.  K.  King, 
Searcy,  Ark.;  O.  W.  McCutchen,  Blythe- 
ville.  Ark.;  M.  S.  McCord,  N.  Little  Rock, 
Ark.;  O.  G.  Wren,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and 
Sidney  Wharton,  Warren,  Ark.  From  Mis- 
sissippi the  following  directors  were  elect- 
ed: W.  A.  Rush,  Houston;  W.  S.  Taylor, 
Laurel,  Miss.,  and  Gradv  Cook,  Pontotoc. 
From  Tennessee:  Dave  Flexer,  Memphis; 

I.  A.  West,  Memphis;  M.  A.  Lightman, 
Memphis,  and  Howard  Waugh,  Memphis. 

■ 0 

The  fan  magazines  were  blamed  for  “rob- 
bing” the  motion  picture  business  of  its 
glamour  and  background.  “If  we  hold  out 
for  higher  admission  prices  we  must  have 
better  pictures — no  one  can  tell  you  what 
you  can  charge  at  your  theatre,  as  this 
must  be  adiusted  to  suit  your  local  condi- 
tions, but  we  can  make  the  most  of  what 
product  we  do  have  today.” 

Kuykendall  asked  if  “we  are  going  to 
be  as  dumb  in  the  future  as  we  have  in 
the  past  and  let  the  government  regulate 
our  business?”  He  charged  the  average 
exhibitor  “is  too  busy  or  too  lazy  to  take 
sufficient  interest  in  his  investment  to 
make  it  pay  proper  returns.  In  each  set- 
tlement, at  least  25  per  cent  more  of  the 
people  should  go  to  shows,  and  the  ma- 
jority of  them  would  if  the  exhibitor 
would  work  a little  more  diligently  exploit- 
ing the  picture,  or  exerted  a little  more 
sincerity  of  purpose  in  the  operation  of 
his  theatre.”  He  expressed  the  belief  that 
the  trade  is  headed  for  more  prosperity 
at  the  boxoffice  “if  the  exhibitors  will  do 
their  part  toward  getting  this  business.” 

A first-hand  resume  of  the  problems 
that  confront  the  industry,  as  seen  from 
an  editor’s  desk,  was  presented  by  Wm. 
G.  Formby,  editor  of  Boxoffice,  as  the 
next  speaker.  He  pointed  out  the  trail  in 
news  development  of  controversies  that 
eventually  got  out  of  hand,  citing  evi- 
dences and  instances  he  contended  proved 
that  very  often  litigants  found  in  the 
shadow  of  a court  decision  that  they  were 
fighting  for  the  same  things.  He  urged 
an  attempt  at  understanding  precede  the 
filing  of  suits  and  counter-suits  on  the 
ground  that  quite  often  they  cou’d  be  set- 
tled without  the  expenditure  of  large  sums 
of  money  and  the  ruffled  feelings  that 
invariably  trailed  such  activity. 

The  editorial  slant  was  projected  upon 
the  consent  decree,  non-theatrical  com- 
petition, the  blocks-of-five  sales  plan,  leg- 
islation and  litigation,  local  censorship  and 
the  probable  inevitable  growth  of  it  if 
changed  sales  plans  gave  the  apoearance 
of  more  freedom  of  product  choice  by 
the  exhibitor.  Formby  concluded  with  a 
plea  for  closer  harmony  among  the  trade’s 
branches,  and  urged  closer  study  of  trade 
problems  to  the  end  that  all  might  better 
understand,  and  adapt  themselves  to,  the 
changed  conditions  he  contended  were 
bound  to  result  from  current  developments 
regardless  of  the  direction  the  conclu- 
sions should  take. 

M.  A.  Lightman,  chairman  of  the 
MPTO  board,  next  introduced  the  speak- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 
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Nominaling  Commitlee 
Headed  by  Lighlman 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
ers  scheduled  for  the  afternoon.  They 
included  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  head  of  Para- 
mount production;  H.  M.  Richey,  direc- 
tor of  exhibitor  relations  for  Loew’s,  Inc.; 
J.  C.  Flynn,  Variety,  and  Claude  F.  Lee, 
of  the  Paramount  public  relations  depart- 
ment. 

Report  on  Taxes 

Next  on  the  program  was  the  selection 
of  convention  committees:  Lightman  was 
named  chairman  of  the  nomination  com- 
mittee, which  committee  also  included 
L.  F.  Haven  and  W.  S.  Tyson;  W.  A.  Rush, 
chairman  of  the  public  relations  commit- 
tee, with  Lightman  and  Ray  Morrow  com- 
pleting this  group;  M.  S.  McCord  was 
chosen  chairman  of  the  legislative  com- 
mittee, along  with  W.  F.  Ruffin  and  Sena- 
tor Grady  Cook.  W.  S.  Taylor  of  Laurel, 
Miss.,  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  reso- 
lutions committee,  along  with  Steve  Stein, 
R.  J.  Goodman,  M.  S.  McCord  and  Grady 
Cook. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  12:30 
when  the  entire  group  was  the  luncheon 
guest  at  the  Variety  Club  of  the  Memphis 
film  exchanges:  Peerless  Printing  Co.;  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.:  National  Screen 
Service:  Film  Transit,  Inc.,  and  Malco 
Theatres.  Inc. 

At  2:30  p.  m.  the  assembly  met  on  the 
mezzanine  of  the  Gayoso,  where  Senator 
Grady  Cook  of  the  Joy  Theatre  at  Pon- 
totoc, Miss.,  advised  his  fellow  Mississipni 
exhibitors  of  the  fight  made  in  the  state 
senate  for  the  reduction  of  the  state  tax, 
which  had  failed  this  year,  “due  to  lack 
of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  men  they 
had  elected  to  their  state  legislature.” 

Senator  Cook  offered  little  encourage- 
ment toward  getting  the  tax  reduced  in 
1942,  as  at  this  time,  of  the  21  members 
of  the  state  body.  16  were  not  in  favor  of 
a reduction  of  this  admission  tax.  and 
urged  each  one  present  to  do  their  bit 
“toward  electing  men  in  the  future  whose 
sympathies  are  with  our  cause  and  work 
with  the  thought  in  mind  that  by  1943, 
something  can  be  done  toward  getting  this 
tax  reduced.” 

Traces  Trade  Growth 

The  next  speaker  was  Claude  F.  Lee, 
of  Paramount’s  public  relations  depart- 
ment, who  expressed  concern  over  the 
Mississippi  state  tax,  emphasizing  that 
the  job  must  be  done  in  their  home  dis- 
trict. He  commented  on  the  growth  of 
the  business  from  a “trick  novelty”  into 
a “great  potential  industry,”  which  must 
continue  to  operate  in  “conformity”  with 
public  interest.  He  stressed  the  import- 
ance of  a united  front  in  living  up  to 
the  creed  and  standards  maintained  by 
the  industry.  “We  really  can  not  accom- 
plish a nation  wide  industrial  interest 
without  a nationwide  front  and  we  must 
continue  to  strive  for  cooperation  on  all 
points,”  he  stated.  “All  companies  are  now 
uniting  in  a concentrated  effort  toward 
the  ultimate  goal  of  winning  the  respect 
the  industry  is  due,”  and  concluded  by 
urging  “each  one  to  catch  the  challenge 
and  do  their  bit  toward  conducting  their 
business  on  an  ethical  basis.” 

The  need  for  “mobilization  of  the  in- 
dustry” to  meet  and  overcome  the  present 
crisis  in  its  international  and  domestic 
ranks  was  then  emphasized  by  H.  M. 
Richey,  director  of  exhibitor  relations  for 
Loew’s.  Inc.  He  said  he  felt  that,  although 
many  members  were  not  yet  aware  of  the 
exact  nature  of  the  conditions  that  con- 
fronted them,  the  trade  “for  the  first  time 


Product  Shortage 
Is  Foreseen 

Memphis — “Despite  reiteration  by  pro- 
duction executives  that  they  will  try  to 
prevent  too  sharp  a slump  in  picture 
volume,  there  is  bound  to  be  a product 
shortage,"  Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  presi- 
dent, told  the  convention  here  of  MPTO 
of  Tennessee,  Arkansas  and  Mississippi. 
He  based  his  prediction  on  major  com- 
pany schedules  and  on  his  belief  the 
international  situation  would  become  in- 
creasingly serious. 

Commenting  in  his  address  later,  Y. 
Frank  Freeman,  Paramount  production 
chief,  said  that  it  was  certain  fewer  pic- 
tures would  be  made.  "I  don't  know  at 
what  volume  figure  a shortage  begins," 
he  said,  “but  it  is  perfectly  obvious  there 
will  have  to  be  some  curtailment  of  pro- 
duction. The  war  situation  makes  that 
imperative."  He  observed  that  he  voiced 
his  personal  belief,  and  not  as  a spokes- 
man for  Paramount. 
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is  presenting  an  united  front  to  a national 
emergency.” 

Richey  asserted  that  with  the  loss  of 
foreign  revenue  restricting  the  foreign 
operations,  the  industry  is  today,  as  never 
before,  an  American  institution.  This 
loss,  he  said,  could  not  be  returned  for 
the  next  two  or  three  years,  “even  if  the 
foreign  situation  should  clear  up. 

Calls  for  Work 

“Not  only  the  distributors,”  he  said,  “but 
the  exhibitors,  for  the  first  time  are  tak- 
ing suggestions,  looking  for  new  avenues 
of  thought  or  any  means  to  fairly  replace 
this  loss  of  revenue.”  As  an  example,  he 
said,  the  exhibitors  as  a body  nationally 
jumped  at  the  suggestion  of  higher  ad- 
mission prices  on  “Boom  Town”  “as  a 
legitimate  way,  in  a small  measure,  to 
retrieve  a portion  of  this  foreign  revenue 
loss.  With  the  problems  facing  the  busi- 
ness, it  is  necessary  that  the  exhibitors 
work  as  never  before  in  the  history  of 
the  business,  and  with  just  a little  more 
cooperation  and  optimism,  we  cannot  help 
but  come  through  this  emergency  with 
flying  colors.” 

Defends  High  Salaries 

Admitting  that  the  current  world-wide 
confusion  did  not  exclude  Hollywood,  Y. 
Frank  Freeman,  Paramount  production 
chief,  said  that  the  film  capital  was  alert 
to  the  problems  of  other  trade  branches 
and  that  producers  were  actively  striving 
to  maintain  quality  and  hold  down  costs. 

“We  are  not,  as  so  many  seem  to  think,” 
Freeman  said,  “unaware  of  the  seriousness 
of  these  times.  We  are  very  much  aware 
of  them  and  we  are  doing  all  that  we  can 
to  meet  them.  We  ask,  and  offer,  harmony 
with  the  exhibitors  and  the  distributors. 
In  that  direction  only  lies  the  salvation 
of  all  of  us.” 

The  Paramount  production  head  defend- 
ed the  salaries  paid  to  leading  talent, 
executive  and  creative.  He  argued  that 
now  more  than  ever  before  the  demand 
for  it  was  out-reaching  the  supply,  as- 
serting that  the  control  of  star  salaries 
and  costs  was  in  the  hands  of  the  public. 
By  its  “overwhelming  demand  for  star 
value  in  pictures,  the  public  sets  the  price 
the  producers  must  pay,”  he  said. 

Emphasizing  that  he  spoke  his  per- 
sonal viewpoint  only.  Freeman  charac- 
terized the  double  feature  as  one  of  the 
greatest  problems  in  the  trade.  He  said 
that  it  has  cut  product  quality,  reduced 
exhibitor  and  distributor  grosses  and  gen- 
erally impaired  the  efficiency  of  the  trade. 

Personal  opposition  to  the  consent  de- 
cree was  expressed  by  Freeman.  He  pre- 
dicted it  would  be  only  the  beginning  of 


Freeman  Personally 
Opposed  lo  Decree 


more  stringent  government  regulation  if 
strong  opposition  did  not  develop.  “The 
industry  has  surrendered,”  he  said.  “This 
will  put  further  expense  on  the  distributor, 
expense  that  can  be  secured  only  from  one 
source — the  money  that  comes  in  through 
the  boxoffices.”  He  pointed  out  that 
Paramount  had  agreed  to  accept  the  de- 
cree, arguing  that  there  was  no  other 
course  left  under  the  circumstances. 

Regarding  the  loss  of  the  foreign  reve- 
nue, Freeman  stressed  the  importance  of 
the  cooperation  of  every  person  to  make 
an  individual  effort  to  advertise,  and  ex- 
ploit to  the  last  degree  possible  every  pic- 
ture shown  in  his  theatre.  He  pointed  out, 
if  there  could  be  an  average  of  $15  add- 
ed to  the  return  from  each  booking,  a 
large  portion  of  this  loss  of  revenue  from 
the  foreign  field  could  be  overcome. 

16min  Problem  Serious 

The  next  speaker  was  J.  C.  Flynn  of 
Variety,  who  appealed  to  the  exhibitors 
to  advise  the  producers  and  distributors 
in  Hollywood  their  reaction  to  certain 
types  of  pictures.  Flynn  stated,  “The  lack 
of  information  in  Hollywood  as  to  what 
the  pictures  are  doing  is  the  chief  reason 
for  certain  types  of  pictures  being  pro- 
duced— get  this  information  to  Hollywood 
direct  as  quickly  as  you  complete  the  en- 
gagement of  a picture,  as  this  will  enable 
the  producers  to  know  immediately  the 
reactions  to  their  efforts.” 

John  W.  Mangham,  president  of  Mono- 
gram-Southern Film  Exchanges,  expressed 
growing  concern  over  the  16mm  situation. 
“The  16mm  situation  is  just  as  serious  to 
our  business  as  the  fifth  column  activity 
is  to  our  government  today,”  he  said.  “It 
is  everyone’s  problem  to  keep  this  under 
control,  and  I feel  the  distributors  are 
awakening  to  the  fact  that  too  much  lax- 
ity has  been  given  various  departments  on 
the  distribution  of  the  16mm  film.” 

((  ■ 

: In  Attendance  : 

vs  JJ 

Memphis — In  the  order  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  signatures,  here  are  those 
who  registered  for  the  convention  here 
of  the  MPTO  of  Tennessee,  Arkansas  and 
Mississippi: 

Grady  Cook,  Pontotoc,  Miss. 

W.  A.  Rush,  Houston,  Miss. 

D.  F.  Blissard,  Okolona,  Miss. 

Wm.  G.  Formby,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

W.  S.  Taylor,  Laurel,  Miss. 

W.  F.  Ruffin  and  Wife,  Covington,  Tenn. 

A.  C.  Holland,  Jackson.  Miss. 

Neil  Blount,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Edward  Auger,  Camden.  New  Jersey. 

Wm.  H.  Ramsey,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

C.  W.  Houseworth,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

T.  A.  Bellas,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Whyte  Bedford,  Hamilton.  Ala. 

Nathan  Flexer  and  Wife,  Waverly,  Tenn. 

S.  T.  Lyles,  Oxford,  Miss. 

J.  J.  Devine  and  Wife.  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

S.  M.  Perrin,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

W.  L.  Landers  and  Wife,  Batesville,  Ark. 

J.  G.  Caldwell,  Aurora,  Mo. 

Ray  Morrow  and  Wife,  Malvern,  Ark. 

Bernard  Haberfeld,  Amory,  Miss. 

James  Greig,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

R.  P.  Karrigan,  New  Orleans,  La. 

R.  B.  Cox,  Batesville,  Miss. 

R.  X.  Williams  and  Wife,  Oxford,  MisS. 

D.  S.  Edenfeld  and  Wife,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Ed  Kuykendall  and  Wife,  Columbus,  Miss. 

Ed  Keeton  and  Wife,  Columbus,  Miss. 

H.  E.  Ruh,  Berryville,  Ark. 

R.  J.  Goodman  and  Wife,  Starkville,  Miss. 

R.  H.  Fisher,  Belzoni,  Miss. 

Todd  Ferguson.  Memphis,  Tenn. 

T.  B.  Kirk,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Bill  Lewis,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

(Continued  on  page  75) 
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Travel  High  and  Far  for  a Day 

Warm  Springs,  Go. — Before  an  audience  composed  entirely  of  patients  and  the 
staff  of  the  Warm  Springs  Foundation,  Alexander  Korda  on  Monday  unfolded  106 
minutes  of  enchanting  fantasy  that  is  his  film  version  of  "The  Thief  of  Bagdad." 

Into  the  little  theatre  on  the  Foundation  grounds,  the  unfortunates  came,  on 
stretchers,  in  wheel  chairs  and  on  crutches;  and  there,  for  a day,  they  traveled  high 
and  far  with  Sabu  on  his  magic  carpet.  They  saw  fabulous  people  and  fabulous 
things,  all  brought  to  life  from  the  Arabian  Nights  by  the  magic  of  motion  pictures. 
And  when  it  was  all  over,  they  left,  wrapped  in  the  many  wonders  that  fill  the  Korda 
spectacle. 

Sabu  and  June  Duprez,  two  stars  of  "Bagdad"  who  came  in  for  the  world  premiere 
sponsored  by  President  Roosevelt,  made  many  precious  friends  during  their  stay. 
Sabu  received  a tooled  leather  wallet  from  the  patients.  Miss  Duprez,  a lovely  bouquet 
of  flowers. 


HMONG  neighborhood  houses  featuring 
vaudeville  are  the  Flagler  and  the 
Rosetta — two  evenings  a week  at  the  for- 
mer and  on  Wednesdays  at  the  latter. 

Up  Hollywood  way  the  big  Florida  has 
resumed  its  fulltime  schedule,  opening  now 
at  1 p.  m.  daily.  City  Manager  Paul  Rob- 
inson says  that  the  Ritz  will  continue  its 
present  evening  schedule  with  weekend 
matinees  until  Thanksgiving.  Robinson  is 
plenty  pleased,  too,  over  the  success  of  one 
of  his  Ritz  staff  members,  Barry  Parkell, 
who  has  qualified  for  a flight  training 
scholarship  in  local  CAA  competition,  fol- 
lowing his  completion  this  month  of  ground 
school  work. 

On  up  the  coast  at  Port  Lauderdale, 
the  city’s  stepchild  house,  the  Queens, 
is  closed  for  extensive  repairs  and  re- 
modeling. It  will  reopen  as  the  Lyric. 
While  the  Queens  is  closed,  its  double  fea- 
ture bills  are  being  run  at  the  Sunset  at 
the  old  Queen’s  prices. 

First  of  films  to  be  placed  in  the  Colon- 
nade Studios  archives  is  a short  sequence 
film  to  commemorate  the  beginning  of 
actual  production  on  “one  of  the  most 
beautiful  sound  stages  in  the  country.” 
Appearing  in  the  sequence  to  congratulate 
Col.  O’Toole  were  Arthur  Sawyer,  presi- 
dent of  Colonnade;  James  O’Toole,  as- 
sistant secretary -treasurer ; H.  L.  Tarry- 
ton;  Jack  and  Bert  Goldberg  of  Meteor 
Films;  Geo.  Hirliman,  and  Rev.  James  Mc- 
Masters,  representing  Harry  Revier,  who 
is  negotiating  with  Colonnade  for  several 
productions  he  wishes  to  make  there. 

Besides  the  fun  programs  planned  for 
Saturday  afternoons  by  Miami’s  Mickey 
Mouse  clubs,  juvenile  matinee  organiza- 
tions formed  by  the  Wometco  neighbor- 
hood theatres,  the  boys  and  girls  are  all 
doing  a big  job  of  collecting  tin  foil  for 
Britain.  Prizes,  free  admissions  and  com- 
mendation in  the  club’s  newspaper  reports 
are  the  awards  given  to  the  best  foil  col- 
lectors at  these  six  theatres:  Biltmore,  Cen- 
ter, Rosetta,  Grove,  Strand  and  Tower. 

Add  to  little  known  facts  about  inter- 
esting folks — Max  Fleischer,  head  of  the 
animated  cartoon  studios  in  Miami  bear- 
ing his  name,  was  a news  cartoonist  on  the 
old  Brooklyn  Eagle  when  H.  V.  Kalten- 
born  was  its  editor. 

A recent  visitor  in  the  offices  of  A1 
Weiss  jr.,  Mrs.  Mary  O’Hagan,  whose  hus- 
band was  doorman  for  A1  at  the  Olympia 
for  10  years.  Mary  was  a cashier  at  the 
Community.  The  O ’Hagans  now  are  living 
in  Los  Angeles. 

When  George  Hirliman  returns  from 
New  York  this  week,  he  is  expected  to 
announce  the  definite  date  on  which  he 
will  release  “Adolescence,”  first  of  the 
four  feature-length  features  he  is  mak- 
ing here  at  the  Colonnade  Studios.  It  will 
have  its  world  premiere  in  Miami. 

This  area’s  third  studio  promises  to 
start  taking  form  next  month  when  con- 
struction begins  on  the  two-stage  studio 
building  to  be  erected  by  Southern  General 
Service  Studios,  Inc.,  headed  by  H.  L. 
(Duke)  Tarryton,  former  studio  and  pro- 
duction manager  for  Colonnade.  Like  the 
Colonnade,  the  Southern  already  has  a 
series  of  productions  scheduled. 


Adapting  "Martin  Eden" 
Hollywood — “Martin  Eden,”  Jack  Lon- 
don novel,  is  being  adapted  by  Ernest 
Vajda  for  Producer  Sam  Bronstein.  Fran- 
chot  Tone  will  play  the  title  role. 


Portentous  Changes 
Mark  Miami  Rialto 


Miami — Changes  on  the  local  theatrical 
front  this  fall  will,  it  appears,  outnumber 
greatly  customary  pre-season  shifts  of  per- 
sonnel. First  major  shift  results  from  the 
resignation  of  W.  R.  Lynch,  who  has  been 
general  manager  of  Paramount  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  since  Jan.  1,  1940.  He  is  obliged  to 
undergo  a series  of  operations  to  correct 
a serious  sinus  condition. 

Arriving  this  week  to  take  over  the  post 
Lynch  is  resigning,  is  Hy  Fine,  who  has 
been  district  manager  for  M&P  circuit  out 
of  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Just  what  the  changes  at  the  Colonnade 
Studios  will  be,  only  the  reorganization, 
expected  the  first  of  next  month,  will  re- 
veal. Should  the  O’Toole  family  decide 
not  to  continue  their  present  interest  in 
this  new  Coral  Gables  studio,  there  are 
several  other  individuals  eager  to  nego- 
tiate for  a controlling  interest. 

One  of  the  last  official  announcements 
made  by  Lynch  was  his  statement  about 
the  huge  new  house  Paramount  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  will  operate  this  season  in  the 
$1,250,000  new  Lincoln-Washington  build- 
ing, a block  long  “city  within  a city”  into 


Charlotle  Trade  Tees 
Up  on  October  28 


Charlotte  — Charlotte  area  exhibitor 
and  exchangemen  will  tee  up  October  28 
at  the  Carolina  golf  course  here,  the  occa- 
sion being  filmdom’s  handicap  golfing 
tourney.  Numerous  prizes  and  a jackpot 
have  been  hung  up.  Ducats  are  three  fish 
for  golfers;  a clam  and  a half  for  look- 
seers.  Only  a partial  list  of  prize-dona- 
tors follows: 

Heck  Everett,  Carolina  Delivery  Service, 
Prank  Beddingfield  of  Carolina  Poster, 
Sam  Craver,  Tom  Little,  Mike  Kincey, 
Bryant  Theatre  Supply,  Watt  Parker  and 
Arthur  C.  Bromberg.  Others  are  donating 
as  the  committee  calls,  the  affair  having 
all  the  earmarks  of  a successful  venture. 


which  first  tenants  will  start  moving  next 
week.  This  newest  addition  to  the  beach’s 
glamour  thoroughfare,  Lincoln  Road,  will 
be  the  second  largest,  completely  air-con- 
ditioned office  and  commercial  structure 
in  the  world. 

Designed  to  be  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  pretentious  theatres  in  the  state,  the 
Beach  will  seat  1,600. 


^lllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllMllliiiilliilillllili^ 

I MORE  and  MORE— DAY  by  DAY  | 

I EXHIBITORS  ARE  INSTALLING  | 

i 4 STAR  SOUND  I 

— TRADE  MARK  REC'O.  — 


I There  Is  One  Near  You,  | 

I LISTEN!  — YOU'LL  BE  SURPRISED!  | 

I You  11  Want  One  NOW!  Terms? — Sure!  | 

I NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.  I 

= ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE  = 
I OKLAHOMA  CITY  | 

.Tiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiifiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiigiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiilif? 
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^HE  TEXAS  screened  “Dodge  City”  at  a 

special  return  performance  here  Friday 
morning  for  the  old  Pioneer  Trail  Drivers 
of  Texas  during  their  annual  convention 
. . . Bob  “Rex”  King,  the  actor  and  writer, 
has  joined  the  KABC  announcing  staff  . . . 
Hal  Norfleet  is  managing  the  new  Drive- 
In,  out  on  Fredericksburg  Road,  for  Un- 
derwood and  Ezell  of  Dallas,  who  were 
here  for  the  gala  opening. 

Coates  Gwynne,  the  local  stage  director, 
attended  the  Aztec  last  week  to  see  and 
hear  his  niece,  Anne,  in  Universal’s  musi- 
cal comedy,  “Spring  Parade”  . . . This 
theatre  is  currently  exhibiting  “The  Ram- 
parts We  Watch,”  on  which  a local  lad, 
Alfred  W.  Rohde  jr.,  worked  with  the  cam- 
era crew. 

Fred  Beckmann,  co-owner  of  the  Beck- 
mann-Gerety  Shows,  was  released  from 
the  Medical  and  Surgical  Hospital  here 
Saturday  after  an  illness  of  two  days. 
Show  is  now  wintering  here  . . . Dick  Pow- 
ell motored  in  Saturday  on  a business  and 
pleasure  trip  from  Fort  Worth  and  planed 
out  Sunday  for  Hollywood. 

Harold  Lowe,  comic,  opened  last  week 
at  the  Joy,  marking  his  first  stage  appear- 
ance m San  Antonio  in  quite  some  time 
. . . San  Antonio’s  own  gift  to  the  films, 
Florence  Bates  Jacoby,  who  was  seen  in 
“Calling  All  Husbands”  at  the  Empire  last 


gARNEY  WOOLNER,  president  of  20th 
Century  Theatres,  Inc.,  is  back  in  town 
after  an  absence  of  ten  days  with  the 
announcement  that  negotiations  have  been 
completed  for  the  construction  of  a 500- 
car  Drive-In  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  also 
one  in  Louisville,  Ky.  The  Drive-Ins  will 
be  completed  by  the  first  of  the  year  at 
an  approximate  cost  of  $50,000  each. 
Woolner  now  operates  Drive-Ins  in  Mem- 
phis and  Little  Rock  . . . Two  rare  visitors 
were  N.  A.  Strickland  and  C.  Stone  of 
Stone  & Strickland  Enterprises,  Dora  and 
Empire,  Ala.  While  in  Memphis,  they  did 
considerable  buying  and  negotiated  film 
contracts  for  the  coming  season. 

M.  H.  Brandon,  president  of  Film  Tran- 
sit, Inc.,  presented  special  awards  for  driv- 
ing without  accidents  to  W . E.  Hamilton, 
who  in  three  years  has  gone  240,000  miles 
without  a collision,  and  to  W.  F.  Oliver, 
who  has  driven  for  two  years  and  170,000 
miles  without  a mishap  . . . Sidney  Whar- 
ton of  the  Pastime  and  Avalon  €Lt  War- 
ren, Ark.,  is  confined  to  a hospital  in 
Little  Rock  where  he  underwent  an  opera- 
tion. He  is  convalescing  nicely  and  is  ex- 
pected to  return  home  within  the  next  ten 
days  . . . J.  Frank  Willingham,  Metro’s 
branch  manager,  has  been  chosen  local 
trade  head  for  the  Red  Cross  drive. 

Exhibitors  seen  on  the  Row:  Guy  Amis, 
Princess,  Lexington,  Tenn.;  R,  L.  Osborne, 
Harlem,  Belzoni,  Miss;  Sid  Metcalf,  Ritz, 
Morrilton,  Ark.;  C.  W.  Tipton,  New  Ma- 
nila, Ark.;  G.  C.  Tipton,  New,  Monette, 
Ark.;  Charles  Collier,  Globe,  Shaw,  Miss.; 
George  Hale,  Globe,  Drew,  Miss,;  B.  M. 
Jackson,  Delta,  Ruleville,  Miss,;  Norman 
Fair,  Fair,  Somerville,  Tenn,;  W.  O.  Tay- 
lor, Uptown,  Dresden,  Tenn.;  G.  H.  Goff, 
Rustic,  Parsons,  Tenn.;  Carl  Christian, 
New,  Des  Arc,  Ark.  . . . Filmrow  was  sad- 
dened to  learn  of  the  sudden  death  of 


week,  brought  back  many  fond  memories 
to  the  local  citizens  who  knew  her  during 
her  stay  in  the  Alamo  City. 

A typical  all-Mexican  screen  and  stage 
show  was  presented  at  the  National  last 
week.  The  film  fare  was  “Women  and 
Bull  Fights,”  while  the  flesh  attraction  was 
“Beautiful  Mexico  City”  ...  A special 
“Mickey  Mouse  12th  Anniversary  Birth- 
day Party”  was  held  at  the  Texas  Satur- 
da  morning  by  Manager  Henry  Bergman. 
The  kids  were  treated  to  several  extra, 
short  subjects  along  with  a serial  chapter. 

The  nuptial  rites  for  Chester  Nunn, 
Aztec  chief  of  service,  and  Dorothy  Spang- 
ler of  this  city  were  solemnized  at  the 
Denver  Heights  Methodist  Church  Satur- 
day evening  with  James  Herman  Sollock, 
Aztec  assistant  chief  usher,  acting  as  best 
man. 

Leta  Reed,  cashier  at  the  Aztec,  is  ill 
abed  in  the  Santa  Rosa  Hospital.  Mary 
Houston  Welker  is  the  new  cage  lady  pro 
tern  . . . Walter  Grubb  of  the  same  house 
has  been  promoted  to  assistant  doorman 
from  usher  . . . Leo  Kuentz  is  the  new 
usher  at  the  Empire  . . . Lawrence  Bernard 
has  replaced  Herman  Pure  as  chief  usher 
at  the  State  and  Jules  Fontenot  succeeds 
Dorsey  Lee  Baker  as  assistant  chief  of  ser- 
vice at  the  same  place. 


H.  H.  Evans  of  the  Evans  at  Moimtain 
Home,  Ark.  Evans,  apparently  in  good 
health,  dropped  dead  at  his  home  from 
a heart  attack.  Mrs.  Evans  will  continue 
to  operate  the  theatre  for  the  present  . . . 
It  takes  a convention  to  bring  Glen  Cald- 
well of  the  Princess  at  Aurora,  Mo.,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  J.  Jourdan  of  the  Ma- 
jestic at  luka.  Miss.,  to  Memphis. 

Lenora  Rahm,  cashier  at  Republic,  is 
back  at  her  desk  after  a vacation  in  New 
Orleans  and  the  Gulf  Coast.  While  in  New 
Orleans  she  visited  Page  and  Alice  Baker 
and  Cal  and  Katie  Colquohoun.  The  lat- 
ter were  for  many  years  with  the  RKO 
office  in  Memphis  . . . Congratulations  are 
in  order  for  Burris  Smith  on  his  recent 
marriage  to  Earlene  Weir  of  Imboden,  Ark. 
Burris  surrendered  his  bachelor  title  Octo- 
ber 13,  with  the  ceremony  being  performed 
at  the  home  of  his  brother,  Henley.  Bur- 
ris and  his  bride  were  guests  at  the  re- 
cent MPTO  convention  in  Memphis.  The 
Smith  boys  operate  the  Imperial  at  Poca- 
hontas, Ark.  . . . Avoiding  a conflict  with 
the  Tri-States  convention,  the  Indepen- 
dent Theatre  Owners  converition  in  Little 
Rock  has  been  postponed  until  November. 
Exact  date  will  be  aiinounced  later. 

G.  H.  Goff  is  making  extensive  improve- 
ments on  his  Ritz  at  Bruceton,  Tenn.  . . . 
Warren  Moxley,  who  for  the  past  year 
has  operated  a theatre  in  Turrell,  Ark., 
is  now  building  a theatre  in  Keiser,  Ark. 
He  states  it  will  be  ready  by  Thanksgiving. 
It  will  be  Keiser’s  first  theatre  . . . Mrs. 
J.  A.  West  is  doing  the  booking  for  their 
newly-opened  Hollywood  here  . . . A.  D. 
Fielder  had  a booth  fire  at  his  Steele,  Mo., 
house.  Several  reels  of  film  were  destroyed 
. . . Harry  Graham,  Universal’s  southern 
district  manager,  failed  to  give  his  sched- 
uled address  at  the  Tri-States  convention 
due  to  a heart  attack. 


Variety's  Golf  Meet 
"Most  Successful" 

Dallas — One  of  the  most  successful  golf 
tournaments  Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  17, 
has  ever  held  was  that  concluded  Monday 
night  at  Dallas  Country  Club  which  was 
expected  to  realize  $4,000  for  Variety’s 
charity  fund,  according  to  Burt  King,  co- 
chairman  with  Duke  H.  Evans,  of  the 
event. 

Charles  Freeman,  formerly  of  New  York 
and  now  in  the  Interstate  booking  depart- 
ment, was  the  winner.  Because  he  was 
not  a member  of  Tent  17,  the  runner-up, 
Clyde  Westphal  of  the  Mistletoe  Film  De- 
livery Service  at  Stamford,  was  declared 
club  champion. 

Results  of  the  “Calcutta,”  showing  play- 
ers, owners  and  awards,  are  as  follows: 

Player  Owned  by  Award 

1.  Charles  Freeman  ...  Benny  Bickers $500 

2.  Clyde  Westphal ....  Jack  Dudley 250 

3.  Charles  Kelly Adelman  “pool” 150 

4.  Ed  Kuehn Duke  Evans 100 

5.  Tom  Carter Jo  Jack 75 

6.  C.  H.  Mahone Adelman  “pool” 50 

7.  Joe  Soloman Oscar  Ray 50 

8.  Jack  Chalman William  O’Donnell....  25 

9.  G.  Traylor Oscar  Ray 25 

10.  Dutch  Cammer Heywood  Simmons....  25 


Total  ' $1,250 

Names  of  the  116  players,  in  the  order  of  their 
standing,  and  their  net  scores,  are  as  follows: 


Net 

Name  of  Player — Score 

Charles  Freeman  65 

Clyde  Westphal  66 

Charles  Kelly  66 

Ed  Kuehn  67 

Tom  Carter  c 67 

C.  H.  Mahone  67 

Joe  Soloman  08 

Jack  Chalman  68 

G.  Traylor  68 

W.  J.  “Dutch”  Cammer  69 

R.  E.  Davis  70 

I.  B.  Adelman  70 

Eddie  Collins  70 

Leroy  Handley  70 

Bill  McLemore  70 

D.  J.  Hodge  70 

Gene  Hughes  70 

Chas.  Root  71 

L.  W.  Conroe  71 

Royse  Colon  71 

T.  Wangberg  71 

Ben  Bedford  72 

Bob  Foster  72 

H.  M.  Rogers  72 

Raymond  Willie  72 

S.  G.  Fry  72 

H.  F.  Pettigrew  72 

J.  O.  Clanahan  72 

Red  Cummings  72 

Paul  Kay  73 

G.  E.  Wiltse  73 

Jake  Elder  73 

J.  T.  Hughes  73 

H.  Lockhart  74 

Heywood  Simmons  74 

Frank  Weatherford  74 

Benny  Bickers  74 

Mickey  Works  74 

Lew  Bray  75 

Geo.  Heck  75 

Jake  Lutzer  75 

Bill  Heliums  75 

R.  J.  O'Donnell  75 

Neal  Houston  76 

Jack  Zern  76 

Sol  Sachs  76 

Jesse  Melinger  76 

Joe  Lewandos  76 

Ed  Sullivan  76 

B.  C.  Gibson  76 

Matt  Dowling  77 

Jim  Ryan  77 

Don  Douglas  77 

Ed  Brady  77 

B.  Scully  77 

Bob  Helms  77 

Ed  Speer  78 

Hiram  Parks  78 

M.  Moore  78 

C.  C.  Caldwell  79 

Stanley  Hand  79 

J.  T.  Zimmerman  79 

C.  M.  Miller  79 

Ray  Jones  79 

Duke  Evans  79 
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Paul  Short  

Burt  King  

P.  W.  Humphrey 
H.  S.  Shoemacher 
R.  O.  Shoemacher 


Joe  Estes  

E.  S.  Olsmith  80 

R.  E.  Griffith  80 

Bernard  Brager  81 

J.  E.  Gribble  81 

Buck  Weaver  81 

W.  Leuthstrom  82 

Dick  Foy  82 

Duncan  Hamrick  82 

Earl  Lamb  83 

Bill  O’Donnell  83 

H.  Winebaugh  83 

F.  O.  Starz  84 

Jimmie  Lovell  84 

Leroy  Bickel  84 

H.  Biersdorf  84 

N.  Aronson  85 

Lew  Schneider  85 

Mose  Macow  85 

John  Smith  85 

A1  Delcambre  86 

Dick  Stout  86 

Marvin  Brown  86 

John  T.  Worley  87 

T.  Huggins  88 

Lynn  Stocker  88 

Norman  Hodge  89 

Chas.  Carden  89 

Chas.  Meeker  89 

John  Adams  90 

D.  Bostick  90 

R.  Evans  90 

J.  L.  McKinney  91 

Elmer  Zrenner  91 

Paul  Evans  93 

B.  E.  Garner  93 

R.  Teagarden  98 

Lafe  Pfeiffer  100 

Herman  Graver  101 

Jack  Gruben  106 

C.  C.  Hoover  107 

Ray  Beall  109 

Walter  Henschel  117 

Paul  Scott  128 


The  first  43  players  won  prizes.  Names 
of  the  other  players  were  put  in  a hat  and 
the  names  drawn  for  dub  prizes  were: 
John  Adams,  D.  Bostick,  Elmer  Zrenner,  R. 
Evans,  J.  L.  McKinney,  R.  Teagarden,  Lafe 
Pfeiffer,  H.  Graver,  Jack  Gruben,  C.  C. 
Hoover,  Ray  Beall,  Walter  Henschel,  Paul 
Scott  and  B.  E.  Garner. 

A total  of  130  players  entered,  118  actu- 
ally played,  with  116  turning  in  scores. 

Prizes  as  usual  went  to  ladies  attending 
the  banquet,  the  first  and  second  being 
Mrs.  Jack  Dudley  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Zrenner. 

About  300  attended  the  banquet.  Here 
R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Variety  Chief  Barker, 
acted  as  emcee  and  announced  the  winners 
and  prizes.  Comments  were  that  he  was 
in  fine  form  for  the  occasion  and  that  he 
^did  a good  job. 

Set  Permanent  Date 

The  handicaps,  it  was  said,  were  nearer 
right  this  year  than  ever  before.  There 
were  only  10  strokes  difference  in  low  score 
than  the  43rd  score. 

Elmer  Zrenner  of  the  Variety  golf  com- 
mittee, as  usual,  proved  himself  to  be  the 
biggest  prize  getter  of  them  all. 

Duke  Evans  always  buys  about  four 
players  but  hasn’t  usually  won.  This  time 
he  took  a dark  horse  which  paid  him  $100. 

One  of  the  most  appreciative  guests  at 
Variety  tournaments  is  Frank  Wilkie  of 
the  Boulevard,  Houston.  He  too  has 
bought  plenty  of  players  in  the  past  and 
this  time  bought  several  without  winners. 

Variety  officials  decided,  it  was  said,  that 
fall  golf  tournaments  will  always  be  held 
on  the  Monday  following  the  Oklahoma- 
Texas  game  due  to  the  number  of  visitors 
that  contest  always  brings  to  town. 


Directs  Marlene  Dietrich 

Hollywood — Rene  Clair  will  direct  “The 
Countess  of  New  Orleans,”  forthcoming 
Marlene  Dietrich  starrer  for  Universal.  Joe 
Pasternak  will  produce  from  a script  by 
Norman  Krasna. 


H UDRY  COX  of  Lamesa  was  in  setting 
his  bookings  . . . Rufus  Layton,  impres- 
ario of  three  theatres  in  Childress,  was 
here  completing  his  1940-41  deals  . . . Max 
Heinie,  roadshow  man  who  has  been  ply- 
ing these  parts  for  the  past  several  sea- 
sons, arrived  this  week  for  another  look 
at  the  southwestern  situation. 

Earl  Schultz,  R&R  manager  at  Crockett, 
was  proudly  exhibiting  a complete  set  of 
pictures  of  the  new  Ritz  which  he  opened 
in  Crockett  a few  days  ago  . . . H.  L. 
Richey,  owner  of  the  Texas  at  St  Jo,  was 
here  checking  up  on  his  bookings  handled 
by  Forrest  White  of  Ind-Ex  . . . Frank 
Wilkie  of  the  Boulevard  at  Houston  was 
here  for  the  Variety  golf  tournament. 

J.  R.  Falls,  projectionist  at  the  Inez  in 
Naples,  here  this  week  with  owner  W.  W. 
McNatt,  told  of  a yoimg  girl  projectionist 
now  assisting  him  in  the  Naples  booth.  Her 
name  is  Miss  Oda  Lee  Davies,  16-year-old 
high  school  senior  who  has  been  operating 
the  machines  about  six  months  and  who 
Falls  said  is  qualified  to  handle  the  job 
alone.  She  started  as  a ticket  taker. 

News  here  is  that  H.  A.  "Windy”  Daniels, 
former  film  man  and  now  operating  the 
theatres  at  Seguin,  has  recently  been  made 
Exalted  Ruler  of  the  Elks  there.  He  is  also 
a Rotarian. 

H.  H.  Covington,  former  theatre  man  at 
Teague,  was  one  of  the  Row’s  visitors  this 
week.  He  and  Mrs.  Covington  have  been 
doing  much  traveling  all  over  the  country 
lately  since  selling  their  theatres  to  J.  G. 
Long.  They  maintain  their  home  at 
Teague,  however,  while  on  tour. 

Burt  King  of  RCA  was  among  those  who 
went  to  Brownwood  Wednesday  for  the 
opening  there  of  Phil  Isley’s  new  theatre 
. . . Peyton  Priddy,  former  Oskar  Korn 
manager,  is  reported  doing  nicely  with  his 
own  new  theatre  he  recently  opened  at 
Fossett,  Texas,  situated  at  the  Panhandle 


border  adjoining  Texas,  Oklahoma  and 
Kansas. 

G.  A.  Cole,  of  the  new  Cole  Theatre  he 
recently  opened  at  New  Braunfels,  was 
here  this  week  contacting  exchanges  for 
product  in  that  situation  . . . L.  F.  “Chick” 
Turner,  office  manager  of  the  Adams  Film 
Exchange,  has  been  in  the  hospital  for 
treatment  but  was  ready  to  get  back  on 
the  job  with  little  loss  of  time. 

The  town  has  been  full  of  exhibitors, 
many  of  them  coming  for  the  Variety  golf 
tournament  with  some  of  them  not  seeing 
much  of  the  Row.  A few  seen  here  and 
there  on  Harwood  were  P.  V.  Williams  of 
Munday;  T.  J.  Hooser,  Seymour;  L.  C. 
Denins,  new  State  at  Stamford;  Major 
H.  S.  Cole,  Bonham;  Stanley  Swift,  Bren- 
ham;  Henry  Rogers,  Sweetwater;  Eph 
Charninsky,  San  Antoiiio;  Willard  Sadler. 
Weatherford;  J.  S.  Groves,  Houston,  and 
R.  P.  Condron,  now  at  LaFeria. 

Karl  Hoblitzelle,  Interstate  president, 
who  has  been  spending  the  summer  in 
California,  is  expected  back  in  Dallas  dur- 
ing the  next  few  days  . . . Mrs.  J.  A.  Mc- 
Inaney,  wife  of  Alexander  Film  Company’s 
assistant  to  the  president  here,  is  doing 
nicely  following  a recent  surgical  opera- 
tion. 

Jake  Watkins,  Oklahoma  City  branch 
manager  for  National  Theatre  Supply,  was 
here  for  a few  hours  over  the  weekend  . . . 
At  the  Dallas  Skeet  Club  the  other  day, 
Doak  Roberts,  Warner  manager,  shot  100 
out  of  that  many  pigeons,  and  took  off  the 
honors  in  that  meet. 

Col.  Charles  E.  Kessnich,  M-G-M’s 
southern  division  manager,  paid  Texas  one 
of  his  regular  visits  and  shared  the  week- 
end festivities  with  friends  . . . O.  A. 
Englebrecht  of  Georgetown  and  his  part- 
ner in  Clarksville,  F.  L.  Wolfe,  were  here 
together  meeting  with  friends.  Both  are 
affiliated  with  the  R.  E.  Griffith  theati’es 
and  for  that  reason  do  not  visit  the  Row 
as  often  as  they  did  in  days  of  yore. 


ACCESSORIES 


CARBONS 

TICKETS 

BELTS 

TUBES 

POWERS  MACHINE  PARTS 
SIMPLEX  MACHINE  PARTS 
RECTIFIERS 
RECTIFIER  TUBES 


SEE 

US 


PHOTO  CELLS 
THUMB  TACKS 
PROJECTION  LAMPS 
AMPUFIERS 
SPEAKERS 
SOUND  HEADS 
LIGHT  FIXTURES 
EXCITER  LAMPS 


SPECIAL  PRINTED  TICKETS 

Showing  admission  prices,  tax,  name  of  theatre, 
town  and  conforming  to  all  new  admission  tax 
requirements.  50,000  for  $12.75.  Quick  Delivery. 

Write  Us  Today 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

"Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always” 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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Courl  Limits  Action 
Against  Interstate 


Dallas — Interstate  Circuit  won  the  first 
tilt  in  the  case  of  Sam  Kirchheimer,  North- 
side  Theatre,  Houston,  against  the  chain, 
when  pleadings  were  argued  in  federal 
court  before  Judge  Atwell  several  days  ago. 

Kirchheimer,  who  is  seeking  alleged 
damages  under  the  old  25  cents  restric- 
tions clause  and  its  accompanying  phases, 
sought  to  show  losses  for  the  years  1935- 
36-37  and  38.  Judge  Atwell,  however, 
ruled  that  the  plaintiff  could  sue  only  for 
the  year  1936.  Pleadings  were  argued  by 
Pat  Russell,  plaintiff’s  attorney,  and  by 
George  Wright  and  Dick  Stout,  attorneys 
for  Interstate. 

The  Kirchheimer  case  is  one  of  four  re- 
maining against  Interstate  from  the  price 
fixing  angle,  several  others  having  been 
settled  out  of  court  during  the  past  year 
or  more. 

The  Jorgensen  and  Glasses  cases  were 
postponed  by  Judge  Atwell  until  January 
and  no  pleadings  have  yet  been  entered  in 
the  O.  B.  Bridges  case,  he  then  operating 
the  Palace  in  Houston. 


Voters  in  Murireeshoro 
Defeat  Sunday  Shows 

Murfreesboro,  Tenn. — Sunday  shows 
were  defeated  here  by  a vote  of  440  to 
226  after  the  city  council  had  passed  an 
ordinance  on  first  reading  permitting 
them.  The  city  constitution  permits  an- 
other election  in  six  months. 

The  poll  tax  requirement  held  the  vote 
to  less  than  one-third  of  the  full  voting 
strength,  to  which  is  attributed  defeat 
of  the  proposal. 


Four  Are  Charged  With 
Violating  Blue  Laws 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. — A fight  by  local 
ministers  and  their  church  constituents 
against  Sunday  shows  was  brought  into 
Forrest  county  court  when  charges  were 
heard  against  managers  of  four  local  the- 
atres for  alleged  violation  of  local  Sun- 
day Blue  Laws. 


Tri-State  Managers  Hold 
Regional  in  Winnsboro 

WiNNSBORO,  Tex. — Managers  of  the  Tri- 
State  Theatres  circuit  met  here  last  week, 
this  being  the  third  monthly  get-together 
so  far  inaugurated  by  B.  R.  McLendon, 
general  manager  of  this  group  of  houses. 
Previous  meets  were  held  at  headquarters 
in  Atlanta,  but  now  various  towns  of  the 
circuit  are  in  line  to  entertain  these  man- 
agers. Here  in  Winnsboro  Lloyd  Epper- 
son is  manager  of  the  State  and  the  Kiroy. 

Following  a business  meeting,  employes 
of  these  houses,  and  their  wives  served  an 
outdoor  lunch. 

Present  were  B.  R.  McLendon,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Junell,  Leonard  Junell  of  At- 
lanta; Ray  Stimpert,  Shreveport;  Boyd 
Adkinson,  Idabel,  Okla.;  Desmond  Collins, 
Lewisville,  Ark.;  Raymond  Dickson, 
Springhill,  La.;  Clifton  Gillock,  Vivian, 
La.;  Eugene  Waters,  Pittsburg;  Joe  Wil- 
liams, Dekalb;  Joe  Jones,  Honey  Grove; 
Lloyd  Epperson,  Winnsboro  and  Howard 
Baskin,  circuit  booker  of  Dallas. 


ft  -■ 

Whiteiace  Wants 
A Theatre 

Whiteiace,  Tex. — Leading  citizens  of 
this  west  Texas  oil  town  are  seeking  a 
number  oi  business  establishments  here, 
including  a motion  picture  theatre.  Be- 
sides oil,  Whiteiace  boasts  iarming, 
ranching,  and  a large  trade  territory. 
Showmen  are  urged  to  contact  the  White- 
iace Development  Club  ior  iurther  de- 
tails. 


..  JJ 

National  Safety  Congress 
Singles  Out  Interstate 

Chicago — The  part  that  theatres  and  the 
film  industry  generally  are  playing  in  the 
prevention  of  accidents,  was  praised  at  the 
National  Safety  Congress  here.  Especial 
attention  was  given  this  phase  of  accident 
prevention  at  a group  session  of  the  Pub- 
lic Education  and  Safety  Organization 
section  of  the  Congress. 

The  fact  that  the  Interstate  circuit  of 
Dallas  sent  Louis  Charninsky,  manager  of 
three  of  the  circuit’s  theatres,  to  the  Con- 
gress, was  cited  as  definite  evidence  of  the 
growing  interest  of  the  film  industry  in 
safety.  Appreciation  was  expressed  for 
the  cooperation  of  Karl  Hoblitzelle,  presi- 
dent, and  Robert  J.  O’Donnell,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  Interstate, 
in  arranging  for  Charninsky  to  attend. 


Eguipment  Sales 

Oklahoma  City — Recent  equipment  sales 
by  National  Theatre  Supply  here  include; 

A pair  of  lamps  to  Homer  Jones,  opera- 
tor of  the  Rialto  and  Ritz,  Alva,  Okla.; 
and  A.  D.  Brauner  of  the  Ritz  at  Lawton. 
A pair  of  lamps,  generators  and  lenses 
to  Leonard  Jones,  operator  of  the  Ritz, 
Lawton,  Okla. 


To  Build  750-Seater 

North  Little  Rock,  Ark. — A 750-seat 
theatre  will  be  constructed  in  the  Park  Hill 
section  by  the  Malco  Realty  Co.,  accord- 
ing to  an  announcement  by  M.  S.  Mc- 
Cord, general  manager.  Malco  Theatres, 
Inc.,  operators  of  the  Rialto  and  Princess 
theatres  here,  has  leased  the  building. 


ft 

; Warn  Trade  : 

Oklahoma  City — The  Filmack  Trailer 
Co.  of  Chicago  has  asked  the  Better  Busi- 
ness Bureaus  to  warn  local  exhibitors 
against  imposters  reported  having  vic- 
timized exhibitors  in  other  sections  of  the 
country.  Filmack  reports  its  name  has 
been  used  improperly  by  these  imposters. 

The  scheme  as  described  by  the  com- 
pany is  as  follows:  The  imposter  prom- 
ises to  run  a “Star  Spangled  Banner” 
trailer,  with  words  and  music,  at  a local 
theatre.  This  trailer  is  to  be  sponsored 
by  the  subscribing  merchants  whose  names 
would  be  listed.  Collections  are  made  in 
advance  and  the  solicitor  then  disappears 
without  the  merchants  receiving  anything 
for  their  money. 

The  Filmack  Trailer  Co.  advises  it  em- 
ploys no  salesmen  other  than  those  in 
Chicago,  and  they  can  furnish  proper  cre- 
dentials. The  firm’s  national  business  is 
done  entirely  by  mail. 


Texas  Allied's  Fall 
Parley  Nov.  12-13 

Dallas — Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Texas 
will  hold  its  annual  fall  convention  here 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  November  12 
and  13,  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president  of  the 
state  unit  and  of  the  national  body,  an- 
nounced Wednesday. 

Name  of  the  hotel  to  house  the  affair 
and  its  attendant  functions  was  not  de- 
termined at  the  moment  but  will  be  known 
in  the  next  few  days.  Cole  said  he  hopes 
to  have  Sidney  Samuelson  here  to  address 
the  conclave.  Samuelson  is  vice-president 
of  the  national  association,  heads  the  east- 
ern Pennsylvania  and  Philadelphia  imit, 
and  is  head  of  national  Allied’s  informa- 
tion department. 

Further  details  of  the  coming  Texas  con- 
vention will  be  announced  by  Cole  within 
the  next  few  days.  In  the  meantime  he 
expected  to  leave  Sunday  for  Pittsburgh 
to  attend  a board  of  directors  meeting  of 
the  national  organization. 

Griffith  Partners  Hold 
Three  Regional  Meets 

Oklahoma  City — Quarterly  regional 
meetings  of  Griffith  partners  and  mana- 
gers were  held  in  the  territory  recently, 
according  to  C.  B.  Akers,  assistant  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Griffith  Amusement 
Co. 

Managers  in  the  northeastern  section 
of  the  state  met  at  Stillwater,  Okla.,  Sep- 
tember 25,  with  C.  O.  Fulgham,  north- 
eastern division  manager  in  charge.  On 
September  26  Griffith  circuit  partners  and 
managers  met  at  Ardmore,  Okla.  Fred 
Jackson,  southern  division  manager;  L.  C. 
Griffith,  president  of  the  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment, and  Mr.  Akers  attended  this  meet- 
ing. 

On  October  1 Claude  Motley,  western 
division  manager,  presided  over  a regional 
meeting  held  at  Wellington,  Tex.,  for 
managers  and  partners  in  western  Okla- 
homa and  the  Texas  Panhandle. 

At  all  three  meetings  films  were  dis- 
cussed, operation  policies  determined,  and 
two  films  were  screened,  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  and  “Knute  Rockne — All 
American.” 

Griffiths  Ready  Joy  for 
Bow  as  Film-Tab  House 

Oklahoma  City — The  Joy  Theatre,  Ok- 
lahoma City’s  only  combination  film  and 
burlesque  theatre,  which  has  been  closed 
for  several  months,  is  undergoing  remod- 
eling and  will  reopen  soon  as  the  Gaiety. 

The  house,  operated  by  Griffith-South- 
western Theatres  of  the  Griffith  circuit, 
will  open  with  films  and  tabloid  musical 
comedy,  according  to  C.  B.  Akers,  assist- 
ant general  manager  of  the  Griffith  cir- 
cuit. 


Correction 

Dallas — In  the  story  of  Tom  R.  Clem- 
mons leaving  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  and 
starting  his  own  circuit  in  Texas,  an  error 
appeared  in  the  heading  although  all  the 
story  was  correct.  The  head  read:  “Clem- 
mons Leaves  Interstate.”  It  should  have 
read:  “Clemmons  Leaves  Jefferson.” 

Clemmons  has  never  been  with  Interstate 
but  has  been  with  Jefferson  Amusement 
since  that  circuit  was  organized  up  to 
the  first  of  this  month. 


74 


BOXOFFICE  ::  October  19,  1940 


Special  Convention 


Ci 

Carolinas  Meet 


Variety  Delegates  Trio 


For  Malco  Men 


Memphis — M.  A.  Lightman,  president  of 
Malco  Theatres,  not  only  had  his  mana- 
gers and  their  wives  in  for  the  annual 
MPTO  convention  here,  but  held  them 
over  for  a special  Malco  convention  Tues- 
day at  the  Variety  Club. 

Among  those  who  attended: 

Steve  Coan,  Camden,  Ark.;  Jack 
Thomas,  Clarksville,  Ark.;  Jim  Kane,  Con- 
way, Ark.;  Burgess  Waltmon,  Columbus, 
Miss.;  Ollie  Brownlee  and  D.  L.  Johnson, 
Ft.  Smith;  Hal  Thomas,  Fulton,  Ky.;  Ray 
Hall,  Helena,  Ark.;  Leon  Pickle,  Hender- 
son, Ky.;  Rammel  Young,  Hope,  Ark.; 
W.  Clyde  Smith,  Hot  Springs,  Ark.;  Steve 
Stein  and  J.  R.  MacEachron,  Jackson, 
Tenn.;  Herbert  Sanderson,  Jonesboro, 
Ark.;  Hiram  Meeks,  Morrillton,  Ark.;  Guy 
Snow,  Newport,  Ark.;  M.  S.  McCord  and 

M.  J.  Pruniski,  N.  Little  Rock;  William 
Schrecker  and  Clayton  Tunstill,  Owens- 
boro, Ky.;  John  McLeod,  McGehee,  Ark.; 
Paul  Jones,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.;  Henry 
Brownlee,  Russellville,  Ark.;  Curtis 
O’Rear,  Smackover,  Ark.;  Alger  Lancaster, 
Stuttgart,  Ark.;  John  Grower,  Tupelo, 
Miss.;  Oscar  Miller,  Van  Buren,  Ark.; 
R.  C.  Herron,  West  Point,  Miss.;  Loris 
Stanton,  Winona,  Miss.;  Curby  Smith, 
Memphian,  Louie  Weaver,  Capitol  and  Ce- 
cil Wray  of  the  Joy,  Memphis. 

While  the  business  meeting  held  sway, 
Mrs.  Lightman  entertained  the  visiting 
wives,  the  girls  from  the  Malco  office  in 

N.  Little  Rock,  those  connected  with  the 
Public  Relations  Office,  Radio,  and  local 
office  personnel  with  a luncheon  at  the 
Peabody  Hotel. 

ri  

: MPTO  Registrants  : 
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(Continued  from  page  70) 

Buddy  Harris,  Dallas,  Tex. 

Hugh  Braley,  Dallas,  Tex. 

T.  A.  Wilson,  Red  Bay,  Ala. 

K.  K.  King,  Searcy,  Ark. 

W.  H.  Baker,  Macon,  Miss. 

John  Mangham  and  Wife,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Miss  Louise  Mask,  Bolivar,  Tenn. 

E.  N.  Epley,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

E.  C.  Stuckey,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Jack  Re  Ville,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

M.  L.  Basse,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Burris  Smith  and  Wife,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 
Gordon  Hutchins,  Corning,  Ark. 

Henley  Smith  and  Wife,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

J.  F.  Crosson,  Jackson,  Tenn. 

Sid  Metcalf,  Morrillton,  Ark. 

T.  M.  Jourdan  and  Wife,  luka.  Miss. 

J.  A.  West,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

E.  R.  Gillett,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Howard  Dean,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Lela  Flippen  and  Daughter,  Cardwell,  Mo. 

A1  Moore,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

W.  S.  Tyson,  Water  Valley,  Miss. 

Frank  FOresman,  Greenwood,  Miss. 

O.  G.  Wren  and  Wife,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

A.  F.  Decker,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

J.  F.  Willingham,  Memphis.  Tenn. 

Orris  Collins,  Paragould,  Ark. 

T.  I.  Baskin,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

T.  W.  Young,  Memphis.  Tenn. 

Grover  Wray  and  Wife,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

A1  Avery  and  Wife,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

R.  V.  Reagin  and  Wife,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

W.  E.  Osborne,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

W.  W.  Lake,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

A.  C.  Bromberg,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Loyd  Miller,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

W.  M.  Snelson.  Memphis.  Tenn. 

Buddy  Mansfield  and  Wife,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Ben  Jordan,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Pete  Dawson,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Homer  Hisey  and  Wife,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

R.  H.  Conway,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Milton  Lindner.  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Bailey  Prichard,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

M.  H.  Brandon,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Miss  Elsie  Wagner,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Fred  Lamed  and  Wife,  Memphis.  Tenn. 

J.  S.  Young  and  Wife,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Louis  Hartman,  Dalton,  Ga. 


December  1-2 

Charlotte — The  dates  for  the  annual 
convention  of  the  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina Theatre  Owners  Ass'n  have  been  set 
as  December  1 and  2 at  the  Charlotte 
Hotel  here. 

VS  - 

Wm.  Cohen,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

P.  M.  Glisson,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Ed  Doherty,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Jimmie  Scheibler,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Bob  Bostick,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

C.  C.  Bach,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

David  Groskind,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

L.  H.  Andrews  and  Wife,  Memphis,  Tenn. 
Herbert  Sanderson,  Jonesboro,  Ark. 

J.  A.  Grower,  Tupelo.  Miss. 

B.  C.  Herron  and  Wife,  West  Point,  Miss. 
Burgess  Waltmon  and  Wife,  Columbus,  Miss. 
Jack  Thomas  and  Wife,  Clarksville,  Ark. 

Oscar  Miller,  Van  Buren,  Ark. 

D.  L.  Johnson,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Remmell  Young,  Hope,  Ark. 

Celia  Wells,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Henry  Brownlee  and  Wife,  Russellville,  Ark. 
Clayton  Tunstill  and  Wife,  Owensboro,  Ky. 
Wm.  Schrecker,  Owensboro,  Ky. 

Guy  Snow  and  Wife,  Newport,  Ark. 

Roy  Hale  and  Wife,  Helena,  Ark. 

Jack  Tunstill,  Memphis.  Tenn. 

Elliott  Johnson  and  Wife,  Memphis.  Tenn. 
Alger  Lancaster  and  Wife,  Stuttgart,  Ark. 

M.  S.  McCord  and  Wife.  N.  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Y.  F.  Freeman,  Hollywood,  Calif. 

Steve  Stein,  Jackson,  Tenn. 

Ed  Sapinsley,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Hiram  Meeks,  Morrillton,  Ark. 

W.  Clyde  Smith,  Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

Mary  Jo  Tate,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Dorothy  Coleman,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Fred  White,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Steve  Coan,  Camden,  Ark. 

Curtis  O’Rear,  Smackover,  Ark. 

Leon  Pickle  and  Wife,  Henderson,  Ky. 

Hal  Thomas  and  Wife.  Fulton.  Ky. 

Ollie  Brownlee  and  Wife,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
Loris  Stanton,  Winona.  Miss. 

M.  A.  Lightman  jr.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

M.  A.  Lightman  sr.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Akers.  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Anne  Bray,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

J.  R.  MacEachron,  Jackson.  Tenn. 

Mrs.  Carolyne  Miller.  Memphis.  Tenn. 

John  McLeod.  McGehee,  Ark. 

Mrs.  Nell  Doherty,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Paul  Jones,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

Bill  Biggs  and  Wife,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

B.  W.  Hirsch,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Curby  Smith  and  Wife,  Memphis.  Tenn. 

Louise  Moeller,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Claude  F.  Lee,  New  York  City 
H.  M.  Richey,  New  York  City 
J.  C.  Flynn.  New  York  City 


Condron  Buys  Back 

Dallas — R.  P.  “Rip”  Condron,  who  an- 
nounced a few  days  ago  he  would  build  a 
new  Mexican  show  at  LaFeria,  now  says 
he  has  bought  back  the  Rialto  there  which 
he  sold  to  Hall  Industries  about  three 
years  ago.  He  will  change  the  name  to 
“Alto”  and  will  also  put  in  the  Mexican 
house,  he  said. 


E.  P.  Herber  Weds 

Dallas — E.  P.  Herber,  senior  partner  in 
the  establishment  of  Herber  Bros.,  was 
married  a few  days  ago  to  Mrs.  Bernice 
Kincaid.  The  two  were  acquainted  a 
number  of  years  ago  at  the  University  of 
Texas  from  which  both  hold  degrees  in 
business  administration. 


Daughter  to  Sammie  Jacksons 
Flomaton,  Ala. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sammie 
Jackson  of  the  Jackson  Theatre  here  are 
the  parents  of  a baby  daughter,  born 
September  18. 


To  Piltsburgh  Fete 


Dallas — Tent  No.  17  of  Variety  Clubs  of 
America,  Dallas,  will  be  represented  at 
Pittsburgh’s  12th  annual  banquet  October 
20  by  Chief  Barker  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Gen- 
eral William  McCraw  and  Paul  Short  all 
of  whom  will  be  among  the  honored  guests. 
O’Donnell  and  General  McCraw  will  be 
two  of  the  principal  speakers  at  the  ban- 
quet. 

The  annual  celebration  banquet  is  given 
in  honor  of  the  retiring  officers  and  di- 
rectors and  for  the  induction  of  the  new 
officials  of  Variety’s  Tent  No.  1.  Motion 
picture  executives  of  the  entire  industry, 
widely  known  names  of  radio  and  politics 
will  be  present. 

General  McCraw  will  be  remembered 
throughout  the  industry  for  that  memor- 
able address  he  gave  before  the  national 
Variety  convention  here  in  April,  in  the 
Baker  Hotel. 


PARTY  of  friends  were  at  Howard 
Hughes’  airport  the  past  week  to  see 
Clarence  Nelson  of  the  Alabama  Theatre 
off  to  New  York  on  his  first  trip  by  air. 

Jack  Groves  and  Sam  Kircheimer  are 
making  ready  for  a four  star  duck  shoot- 
ing program  this  season  . . . John  Boyd, 
manager  of  the  River  Oaks  Theatre,  and 
Al  Gerard  were  seen  in  deep  discussion, 
pro  and  con,  about  the  coming  election. 

Keys  Hart,  one  of  the  three  boys  of  the 
Uptown  Theatre  booth,  has  a sign  on  his 
new  car  reading  “Please  return  my  fog 
lights;  car  will  be  parked  in  the  same 
place.” 

From  the  looks  of  things  Houston  ivill 
soon  be  the  show  center  of  the  southwest. 
Two  more  new  theatres  are  to  open  in  the 
next  few  months  and  plans  are  in  view 
for  quite  a few  more.  It  won’t  be  a sur- 
prise to  see  the  old  Palace  and  Cozy  re- 
open with  tab  in  the  near  future. 

Was  by  to  see  Earl  Smith,  film  pusher 
at  the  Drive-in  Theatre,  and  was  surprised 
to  see  such  a nice,  modern,  up-to-date 
projection  room,  all  latest  equipment  and 
air  conditioned.  Oh  yes,  all  the  ramps  in 
the  theatre  were  full. 

Kenny  Christenson  has  purchased  a new 
home  in  Pecan  Park  and  all  the  boys  are 
looking  forward  to  that  house  war?ning. 
Kenny  has  just  moved  from  the  Havaway 
to  the  Bluebonnet  Theatre  . . . Oleda  Whit- 
ley, ever-smiling  cashier  of  the  Queen  The- 
atre, has  just  returned  from  her  vacation. 
Nell  Harvey  did  a good  job  in  the  box- 
office  during  Oleda’s  absence. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1912^  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

1026  SANTA  FE  BLDG.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas.  Texas 
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OIKIILA.  ClinrY 

JANE  HUMMEL,  billing  clerk  at  Colum- 
■'  bia  exchange,  was  married  October  5 to 
Fowler  Dickens,  bookkeeper  for  the  O.  K. 
Motor  Express,  at  El  Reno  . . . Fred  Law- 
rence, Republic  booker  and  office  manager, 
was  married  October  6 in  Little  Rock  to 
Miss  Wilma  E>awson  of  that  city.  The 
Republic  exchange  staff  here  sent  him  the 
following  telegram:  “Home  office  ap- 
proves contract  but  expect  increase  next 
year.”  Lawrence  returned  to  Oklahoma 
City  October  10  with  his  bride. 

Miss  Ona  Johnson,  cashier  at  the  Ma- 
jestic, was  almost  sick  when  she  learned 
that  the  moving  pictures  she  had  taken  of 
Gene  Autry  at  the  airport  last  week  were 
spoiled  because  the  camera  was  set  at 
the  wrong  stop  for  outdoor  pictures  . . . 
Max  Brock,  Lawton,  Okla.,  exhibitor,  was 
down  a week  with  an  attack  of  the  flu, 
but  is  now  recovered. 

Bob  Pfotenhauer,  manager  of  the  State, 
says  he  will  have  Charles  Laughton  here 
for  a personal  appearance  one  day,  Octo- 
26,  opening  day  of  “The  Knew  What  They 
Wanted,”  RKO  Radio  film  starring  Carole 
Lombard  and  Laughton.  Laughton  will 
make  a p.  a.  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  then 
appear  here.  An  RKO  publicity  man  from 
Dallas  will  also  be  in  town  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  boosting  the  personal  ap- 
pearance here. 

T.  B.  Noble  jr.,  president  of  State  The- 
atres, Inc.,  and  general  ma?iager  of  West- 
land  Theatres,  Inc.,  was  in  Oklahoma  City 
a day  last  week  and  went  on  to  Dallas 
to  attend  the  Texas-Oklahoma  University 
football  game  at  Dallas,  Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 12,  and  also  to  participate  in  Variety 
activities  there  beginning  that  day. 

The  O.  K.  Motor  Express,  located  with 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  will  move  about 
November  1 to  a new  location  at  815  West 
Main  where  it  has  owned  a building,  ac- 
quired for  that  purpose,  for  about  a year. 
In  its  remodeling  and  expansion  pro- 
gram, Griffith  Amusement  plans  to  move 
its  mechanical  department  onto  the  first 
floor  space. 

Monogram  exchange  has  some  nifty  new 
letterheads  with  cuts  of  the  exchange  staff 
ranged  across  the  top.  In  the  center  is 
Carr  Scott,  franchise  holder,  and  on 
either  side  are  Mrs.  Carr  Scott,  cashier; 
Lucille  Rhodd,  inspectress;  Wilma  Spid- 
ers, stenographer ; Bob  Clark,  booker; 
Claude  York,  salesman,  and  William  Max- 
well, shipping  clerk. 

The  State  Theatre  will  put  on  a Mid- 
night frolic  Hallowe’en  night  with  Boris 
Karloff  in  “The  Ape”  as  the  screen  at- 
traction . . . M.  M.  Holstein,  Universal 
head  booker,  is  back  from  a brief  trip 
to  Texas  for  a few  days. 

Among  Filmrow  visitors  last  week  were; 
Bill  Slepka,  Crystal,  Okemah;  Vance  and 
Ben  Terry,  Woodward,  Woodward;  J.  R. 
Brown,  Texas,  Shamrock,  Tex.;  Leonard 
Jones,  Ritz,  Lawton;  Mrs.  Ida  Haynes, 
Cortez,  Wanette;  Elmer  Rook,  Rook,  Chey- 
enne; Miss  Hazel  McCoy,  Strand,  Tulsa, 
a very  infrequent  visitor;  Ed  Holt,  Wig- 
wam, Coalgate;  Leonard  E.  White,  Bunga- 
low, Weatherford;  J.  A.  Guest,  Ritz,  Dun- 
can; C.  E.  Norcross,  Tower,  Setting; 
George  Payne,  Rex,  Stratford;  Levi  Met- 
calf, Ritz,  Purcell;  D.  B.  Swabb,  Depew, 
Depew;  Glenn  L.  Dalton,  Rex,  Yale;  Dewey 
Goodwin,  Fox,  Minco,  and  Lamont  King, 
King,  Marietta,  who  came  in  to  meet  Gene 
Autry  at  the  Oklahoma  City  airport,  and 
Mrs.  J.  Biggerstaff , Ritz,  Blanchard. 


Variety  Bus  Motorcade 
To  Tech-Georgia  Game 


Atlanta — The  Variety  Club  is  sponsor- 
ing a bus  motorcade  to  the  Tech-Georgia 
football  game  to  be  played  in  Athens 
November  30.  And  so  fast  are  reserva- 
tions being  received  by  Property  Master 
E.  E.  Whitaker  that  it  now  appears  seven 
de  luxe  Greyhound  buses  will  be  needed. 

Plans  call  for  the  caravan  to  leave  here 
the  morning  of  November  30  at  9:00  a.  m. 
The  club’s  “free  movies  for  shut-ins”  truck, 
which  is  equipped  with  a public  address 
system,  will  lead  the  parade,  followed  by 
cars  of  the  state  police  and  then  the 
buses.  Upon  arrival  in  Athens,  there  will 
be  a picnic  lunch  at  the  Georgia  stadium 
grounds.  Each  barker  will  bring  his  own 
lunch.  Wives  and  sweethearts  of  all  bar- 
kers are  invited. 

Chief  Barker  William  K.  Jenkins  has 
appointed  the  following  committee  to 
handle  the  “Us  on  a Bus”  arrangements: 
John  Ezell  jr.,  chairman;  E.  E.  Whitaker 
and  Lionel  H.  Keene. 

Non-resident  members  are  urged  to  come 
to  Atlanta  and  join  the  motorcade.  Res- 
ervations may  be  arranged  by  contacting 
E.  E.  Whitaker,  Pox  Theatre  Bldg. 
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VISITORS:  Mike  Smith,  booker  for  U.  S. 
* Army  Motion  Picture  Service,  New  York; 

G.  A.  Johnson,  Cherokee,  Centre,  Ala.; 
Bob  Dunn,  Camilla,  Camilla,  Ga.;  Fred 
Jabaley,  Princess,  LaGrange,  Ga.;  Hudson 
Edwards,  city  manager  for  L&J,  Savan- 
nah, Ga.;  R.  L.  Hutchinson,  Ritz,  Aus- 
tell, Ga.;  Louis  Rosenbaum.  Muscle  Shoals 
Theatres,  Florence,  Ala.;  Ed  Beach,  Sil- 
vertown,  Thomaston,  Ga.;  Frank  Merritt, 
Empire.  Birmingham;  Mr.  Wolf  and  Mr. 
McDonald,  auditors  for  20th  Century-Fox, 
New  York  . . . Fred  M.  Jack,  southern 
district  manager  for  Warner  Bros.,  was  in 
town  for  a brief  visit. 

Mary  Baker  has  been  added  to  the  per- 
sonnel of  20th  Century-Fox  . . . Luther 
Rutland.  20th  Century-Fox,  has  returned 
to  his  desk  after  a honeymoon  . . . Ar- 
thur Dickerson  of  the  Hays  organization. 
New  York,  was  a visitor  . . . Harry 
Graham,  district  manager  for  Universal, 
has  returned  here  after  an  extended  tour 
of  all  offices  under  his  supervision. 

The  new  Peachtree  was  opened  October 
17.  Charles  A.  Adams  is  manager.  The 
theatre  is  modern  and  up  to  date  in  every 
respect  and  seats  1,000  . . . William  K. 
Jenkins  and  E.  E.  Whitaker  flew  to  Bruns- 
wick. Ga..  to  attend  the  opening  of  the 
newly-remodeled  Ritz.  Mrs.  Alma  King 
will  manage  . . . H.  P.  “Dusty”  Rhodes, 
booker  for  L&J,  made  a short  trip  through 
south  Georgia. 

"Mickey”  Norman,  in  the  accounting  de- 
partment of  Georgia  Theatre  Service  Corp., 
was  married  to  Bill  Floyd  October  19.  The 
couple  will  reside  in  Columbus.  Ga.  . . . 

H.  J.  Woodward  and  Monroe  Wise  of  the 
Strand,  Winder.  Ga..  were  visitors  . . . "Ash” 
Yarbrough,  manager  of  the  Sylvan,  driv- 
ing up  and  down  Filmrow  in  his  new 
Buick  . . . The  Capitol  was  robbed  of 
$67. 

M.  G.  Lee,  Lee  Theatres,  Cuthbert,  Ga., 
spent  a day  in  town  getting  his  bookings 
set  and  delivering  flowers  to  various  of- 


YISITORS  TO  THE  ROW:  Louisiana— L. 

W.  Watts,  Strand,  Oil  City;  W.  A. 
Tucker,  Wisner,  Wisner;  P.  J.  Gaudet,  Ar- 
cade, Patterson;  W.  J.  Brussard,  Bruce, 
Crowley;  H.  Lebat,  Roseland,  Roseland. 
Mississippi — Bob  Sigler,  Royal,  Hatties- 
burg . . . R.  E.  Hook,  owner  of  the  Hook 
circuit  with  headquarters  in  Aliceville, 
Ala.,  was  in  town.  He  says  business  is 
uniformly  good  in  his  section  and  looks 
for  a substantial  increase  in  all  lines  after 
the  election  . . . W.  H.  Cobb  of  Exhibitor’s 
Poster  Exchange,  Inc.,  and  W.  A.  Prewitt 
of  American  Desk  have  returned  from  a 
trip  into  Alabama,  Georgia  and  Florida. 
They  report  a successful  trip.  Cobb  and 
Prewitt  visited  Roy  E.  Martin  of  Martin 
Theatres  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  where  they 
enjoyed  a personally-conducted  tour 
through  Martin’s  Idle  Hour  Park.  They 
say  it  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  parks 
in  the  south  . . . Roland  J.  Hoffmann,  sec- 
retary-treasurer of  Exhibitors’  Poster  Ex- 
change, announces  his  marriage  to  the 
former  Issure  Locascio  of  New  Orleans. 

Manager  Pate  of  the  Royal,  Samson, 
Ala.,  is  giving  his  house  a face  lifting  . . . 
A.  Rodrigues  of  Exhibitors’  Poster  Ex- 
change has  been  offered  his  choice  of  two 
positions  with  the  Civil  Service.  Filmrow 
wishes  him  the  best  of  luck  . . . Many  ex- 
hibitors and  exchangemen  from  here  at- 
tended the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Mary  Curry  in 
Baton  Rouge.  She  was  a sister  of  "Slim” 
Higginbotham  ...  E.  A.  Goldberg  of  the 
Gibsland,  Gibsland,  La.,  has  disposed  of 
his  house  to  E.  A.  Coleman.  Goldberg  will 
be  remembered  as  the  onetime  operator  of 
a film  delivery  service  in  New  Orleans  . . . 
Miss  Olga  Doyle  of  the  inspection  depart- 
ment of  20th  Century-Fox,  was  to  center 
aisle  it  October  17.  She  refused  to  name 
the  groom  . . . A.  N.  Crooks  of  Louisiana 
Motion  Picture  Equipment  Co.  has  re- 
turned from  a vacation  in  Memphis,  his 
home  town.  He  was  accompanied  by  the 
Mrs. 

Cleve  Kirby,  WWL  announcer,  has  ac- 
cepted a post  with  NBC  in  Chicago  and 
changed  his  name  to  Cleve  Conway.  Rea- 
son: NBC  has  another  Cleve  Kirby  on  its 
payroll  and  the  change  was  made  to  pre- 
serve identity  . . . There  is  more  than  one 
way  to  crash  the  line  or  something  in  front 
of  a boxoffice  at  a theatre.  That  is,  by 
throwing  lye  on  the  would-be  patrons.  A 
woman  tried  it  at  a theatre  here  and  was 
arrested.  Four  patrons  were  treated  at 
Charity  Hospital. 


Typographical  Errata 

Charlotte  — Correct  designations  are 
given  herewith  on  two  paragraphs  appear- 
ing recently  in  Boxoffice: 

Dr.  J.  T.  Greene  will  open  a new  theatre 
at  Elloree,  S.  C.,  not  Columbia,  as  stated. 

At  Sumtner,  S.  C.,  with  reference  to 
the  opening  of  a new  theatre  to  replace 
the  Rex,  K,  E.  Ward  was  referred  to  as  a 
Lucas  and  Jenkins  manager.  Ward  is  in 
that  capacity  for  Wilby-Kincey  Theatres. 


GriHith  Buys  RKO 

Dallas — Sol  Sachs,  RKO  branch  man- 
ager, says  a 100  per  cent  deal  has  been 
closed  by  RKO  with  the  R.  E.  Griffith 
Theatres,  which  number  about  125  in 
Texas,  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Kansas  and 
Nebraska. 


fices  on  Filmrow  . . . John  Jenkins,  Mil- 
lion Dollar  Productions,  has  returned  af- 
ter a business  trip  to  St.  Louis  and  Chi- 
cago . . . Joy  Houck  and  his  brother  Willis 
of  the  Rex  Amusement  Co.,  New  Orleans, 
flew  into  town  for  a few  days. 
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Onlario  Fiscal  Policy 
Will  Slay  Unchanged 


Toronto — Prime  Minister  Mitchell  F. 
Hepburn  of  Ontario  has  issued  official  as- 
surance in  a public  statement  that  the 
present  fiscal  policy  of  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment will  remain  unchanged  for  the 
fiscal  year  beginning  April  1,  1941,  pro- 
viding no  development  entirely  unforeseen 
compels  a change  in  this  decision. 

There  would  be  no  revision  of  taxation 
or  creation  of  new  levies,  Hepburn  de- 
clared, and  the  policy  of  the  Ontario  gov- 
ernment would  rule  out  any  raiding  of 
sources  of  revenue  which  were  required  by 
the  federal  government  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war. 

This  is  taken  to  mean  that  no  move  will 
be  made  to  restore  the  amusement  tax  for 
Ontario  theatres  for  at  least  another  18 
months  and  the  Premier  has  definitely 
stated  that  no  increases  would  be  made  in 
the  levies  on  profits  or  incomes  or  against 
corporations.  Ontario  had  lost  a consider- 
able amount  of  revenue  as  a result  of  in- 
creased rates  in  the  federal  income  tax 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  unemployment  re- 
lief charges  had  been  reduced. 

Premier  Hepburn  intimated  that  there 
would  be  no  need  for  a session  of  the 
legislature  at  Toronto  until  early  in  1941. 


Seneca  s Initial  Proceeds 
Given  the  Red  Cross 

Toronto — The  total  proceeds  from  the 
opening  performance  at  the  Seneca,  the 
new  Famous  Players  house  at  Niagara 
Palls,  Ont.,  have  been  turned  over  to  the 
Red  Cross  Society,  it  has  been  announced 
by  Manager  Jack  V.  Ward.  President  N. 
L.  Nathanson  declared  that  it  was  a plea- 
sure to  be  able  to  assist  the  Red  Cross 
Society  in  this  manner. 

A Toronto  theatres’  committee  has  been 
established  to  assist  the  Canadian  Red 
Cross  in  its  current  drive  to  raise  $5,000,- 
000  for  war  relief  purposes.  This  commit- 
tee is  headed  by  N.  A.  Taylor,  chairman: 
J.  J.  Fitzgibbons  of  Famous  Players;  O. 
R.  Hanson.  H.  M.  Masters,  L.  M.  Devaney, 
James  P.  O’Loghlin,  Col.  John  A.  Cooper, 
Louis  Rosenfeld,  Clair  Hague,  Ray  Lewis 
and  Harry  Alexander.  These  members 
represent  all  branches  of  the  film  business 
in  Toronto. 


Soldiers  in  Toronto  Can 
Now  Have  a Bugle  Band 

Toronto — A patriotic  gesture  that  has 
made  a hit  with  the  soldiery  in  training 
in  Toronto  was  the  presentation  of  instru- 
ments and  complete  equipment  for  a bugle 
band  to  No.  1 Training  Corps,  the  cere- 
mony taking  place  on  the  stage  of  the 
Casino  between  evening  performances 
with  Col.  A.  H.  Campbell  accepting  the 
substantial  gift. 

The  management  and  staff  of  the  Ca- 
sino, which  is  operated  by  the  Allens  under 
the  general  supervision  of  Raymond  Allen, 
were  responsible  for  the  contribution  as 
their  share  toward  Canada’s  war  effort. 
The  equipment  included  14  bugles,  seven 
drums,  set  of  cymbals  and  other  accesso- 
ries. Those  who  took  part  in  the  ceremony 
in  behalf  of  the  theatre  were  John  Cook 
and  Ray  Parsons. 


Catlett  in  "Borneo" 

Hollywood — Metro  has  signed  Walter 
Catlett  for  a role  in  “Wild  Man  of  Borneo.” 


^IMELY  reviews  broke  this  week  in  the 

daily  press  for  Harold  Bishop  who  is 
playing  Deanna  Durbin’s  “Spring  Pa- 
rade” at  the  Capitol  this  week  and  Sim 
Rost,  whose  Garrick  is  showing  “The 
Howards  of  Virginia.” 

At  the  Tivoli,  after  a brief  return  to 
Hollywood  cinema  fare,  Harold  Gray  is 
playing  another  British  film,  the  well- 
known  “Charley’s  Aunt.” 

The  Bijou  hits  something  of  a record 
with  a twin  British  bill  consisting  of 
“Farewell  Again”  and  “Storm  in  a Tea- 
cup.” Garnet  Wright’s  house  has  been 
featuring  British  hits  for  some  time  now 
and  they  seem  to  be  going  over  very  well. 

There  is  a rumor  current  in  the  city 
that  “Public  Opinion,”  the  stage  feature 
which  Syl  Gunn  played  at  the  Metro- 
politan for  a long  time  and  which  also 
has  been  playing  western  centers,  is  likely 
to  be  presented  over  a national  network. 
Neil  Leroy,  formerly  of  station  CJRC  and 
part  owner  of  the  feature,  left  for  To- 
ronto a few  weeks  ago. 

Another  report  is  that  the  Dominion 
Theatre  will  house  a stock  company  for 
the  winter  months.  The  story  is  that  some 
of  the  members  of  the  “49th  Parallel” 
company  will  return  here  for  that  purpose. 

Syl  Gunn’s  bang-up  publicity  campaign 
for  “Boom  Toivn”  reaped  a rich  harvest 
with  capacity  crowds  jamming  the  house 
every  night  during  the  week.  The  film 
will  play  another  week. 

Harold  Bishop  is  making  big  plans  for 
the  personal  appearance  at  his  house  of 
Madeleine  Carroll,  who  will  be  present 
during  his  coming  showing  of  “North 
West  Mounted  Police.”  Miss  Carroll  will 
make  two  appearances  on  Tuesday,  Octo- 
ber 22. 

Fay  Pete  Barnes,  Texas  showman,  who 
introduced  Foto  Nite  here,  and  Mesho 
Triller.  manager  of  a chain  of  four  houses 
presenting  the  amusement  attraction,  both 
charged  with  conducting  a lottery,  chose 
trial  by  jury  when  they  appeared  in  court. 
The  case  will  be  tried  at  the  spring  assizes 
and  it  is  understood  that  Foto  Nite  will 
be  dropped  until  a verdict  has  been  re- 
turned. 

According  to  Clifford  Wilson,  historian 
of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  Winnipeg 
may  have  the  world  premiere  of  the  film 
by  the  same  name  which  has  just  been 
completed  in  Hollywood.  There  is  also  a 
likelihood  that  Paul  Muni,  star  of  the  pic- 
ture, may  make  a personal  anpearance 
here  if  the  premiere  comes  off.  Wilson 
has  just  returned  from  Hollywood  where 
he  served  as  a technical  advisor  on  the 
production  of  the  film. 

Practically  every  house  in  the  city  will 
hold  Sunday  midnight  shows  this  week 
since  the  Monday  following  is  Thanks- 
giving. Most  houses  are  billina  their  com- 
ing week’s  attractions.  Syl  Gunn’s  Met- 
ropolitan is  adding  a stage  show  fea- 
turing a well-known  local  dance  band  and 
song  team  featured  currently  at  a local 
dine  and  dance  spot. 


"Blondie  Goes  to  the  Dogs" 

Hollywood — Forthcoming  in  Columbia’s 
“Blondie”  series  is  “Blondie  Goes  to  the 
Dogs.”  Karen  De  Wolf  has  been  assigned 
to  the  script. 


"Dictator"  May  Bow 
At  Toronto  Loew's 

Toronto — “The  Great  Dictator”  has  been 
tentatively  booked  into  Toronto  Loew’s 
for  its  Canadian  premiere.  The  opening 
date  depends  upon  the  further  extension 
of  the  engagement  of  “Boom  Town”  at  this 
house. 

“The  Ramparts  We  Watch”  is  opening 
its  first  Canadian  run  at  Shea’s  in  down- 
town Toronto  on  Monday,  October  21. 
The  overnight  switch  of  the  George  Form- 
by  picture,  “It’s  in  the  Air,”  from  the 
Uptown  to  the  Eglinton  October  14  caused 
a last-minute  postponement  of  “Night 
Train  From  Munich”  which  had  been 
primed  for  an  extended  run  by  Manager 
Bub  Eves  at  the  latter  house. 

Although  it  has  been  reported  that  the 
sister  of  Madeleine  Carroll  had  been  killed 
in  a London  bombing  raid,  word  has  been 
received  in  Toronto  that  the  screen  star 
will  be  here  for  the  local  opening  of  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  following  her  per- 
sonal appearance  with  the  picture  at  Re- 
gina this  week. 


“Great  Dictator"  Terms 
Favor  Great  Britain 

Montreal — In  an  announcement  just 
made  by  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice-president 
of  United  Artists,  in  charge  of  foreign 
distribution,  a special  policy  has  been  dis- 
closed in  connection  with  the  release  of 
Charlie  Chaplin’s  latest  comedy,  “The 
Great  Dictator.”  Throughout  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  contrast  to  distribution  arrange- 
ments in  America  where  the  picture  is 
being  sold  at  the  high  terms  indicated  by 
the  production’s  outstanding  entertain- 
ment appeal,  the  film  will  be  sold  on  a 
basis  in  keeping  with  current  theatre  con- 
ditions there. 

Declaring  that  “Charlie  Chaplin  believes 
it  is  not  only  a duty  but  a privilege  to 
do  everything  in  his  power  to  encourage 
the  fine  morale  being  displayed  by  the 
British  people  in  this  period  of  crisis, 
through  the  healing  qualities  of  hearty 
laughter,”  Kelly  states  that  not  only  will 
the  costs  of  “The  Great  Dictator”  be  at 
a minimum  but  that  also  a negative  (or 
“master  print”)  which  has  been  especial- 
ly prepared  by  Chaplin  himself,  should  be 
on  its  way  to  England  by  October  15. 

Plans  already  are  under  way  for  an  early 
premiere  in  London,  which  will  include 
simultaneous  presentations  at  two  West 
End  theatres.  These  will  probably  be  the 
Odeon,  at  Leicester  Square,  where  it  will 
be  shown  on  a continuous  basis  at  popu- 
lar prices,  and  the  Gaumont,  Haymarket, 
where  a reserved  seat  policy  will  be  main- 
tained. 


Returns  to  Hollywood 

Toronto — Mrs.  John  F.  Farrow,  known 
on  the  screen  as  Maureen  O’Sullivan,  and 
her  son  Michael  have  returned  to  Holly- 
wood to  start  work  on  a new  feature.  Her 
husband.  Lieutenant  Farrow,  remains  with 
the  Royal  Canadian  Navy  with  which  he 
enlisted  early  last  spring  as  director  of 
naval  information. 


Educator  Laudatory 

Moose  Jaw,  Sask.  — The  best  single 
teaching  aid  or  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  the  skillful  teacher,  since  the  invention 
of  printing,  was  the  moving  picture,  said 
Murray  Robinson,  B.A.,  in  his  address  on 
“Visual  Education”  at  the  annual  teachers’ 
convention  here  recently. 
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^ALLING  up  of  the  first  class  of  young 
Canadians  for  a month’s  military  train- 
ing under  the  Mobilization  Act  is  one  of 
the  minor  worries  affecting  theatre  man- 
agers. Most  of  the  “trainees”  are  ushers 
and  other  youthful  employes,  but  in  one 
case  an  assistant  manager  is  involved. 
Dean  Sperdakos,  of  the  Regent. 

The  staff  of  the  Rivoli,  United  Amuse- 
ment’s St.  Denis  Street  theatre,  run  by 
Joe  Ledden,  former  Quebec  newswriter, 
has  done  its  full  duty  in  a military  sense. 
Ushers  Leon  and  Harris  Lefebvre,  Tom 
Tait,  Joe  Debenga  and  Arthur  St.  Aubain 
enlisted  voluntarily , as  did  Doorman  Wal- 
lace Kerr,  who,  as  befits  his  Scots  descent, 
is  in  the  Black  Watch.  Ernest  Young, 
who  used  to  assist  with  the  films,  is  on  the 
Canadian  destroyer  Skeena  and  partici- 
pated in  many  exciting  episodes  in  French 
waters  and  in  the  English  channel. 

Morris  Davis  of  the  Belmont  inaugurated 
“Auction  Night”  for  the  season  . . . Albert 
Bey,  proprietor  of  the  Cinema,  Thetford 
Mines,  is  in  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  for  a 
general  overhaul  . . . Harold  Vance  of  the 
Cambrai,  Quebec,  formerly  of  the  Midway 
here,  held  a benefit  at  the  Cambrai,  pro- 
ceeds of  which  went  to  the  Lord  Mayor’s 
fund  in  London.  Gracie  Fields’  picture, 
“Shipyard  Sally,”  was  the  attraction,  and 
Princess  Alice,  wife  of  the  Governor  Gen- 
eral, the  Earl  of  Athlone,  was  amongst  the 
audience.  The  benefit  was  given  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Imperial  Order  of 
Daughters  of  the  Empire, 

A new  manager  has  been  appointed  to 
the  Regent,  succeeding  S.  Demetre,  who  re- 
signed and  has  gone  south  for  his  health. 
The  new  incumbent  is  D.  Hodges,  former 
assistant  manager  of  the  Westmount.  He 
is  a Montrealer. 

Joe  Ledden,  manager  of  the  Rivoli,  which 
is  in  a quarter  largely  inhabited  by  Italians, 
says  he  has  noted  a great  revival  in  patri- 
otic sentiment.  No  longer  is  the  Duce 
cheered  but  pictures  of  King  George,  Queen 
Elizabeth  and  Premier  Churchill  shown 
on  the  newsreel  evoke  outbursts  of  great 
enthusiasm.  President  Roosevelt  is  also  a 
popular  figure,  being  cheered  lustily  at 
every  Montreal  theatre  whenever  his  pic- 
ture is  shown. 

Voting  on  the  popularity  of  four  stars 
in  “Boom  Town,’’  patrons  of  the  Lyric, 
Kitchener,  placed  Spencer  Tracy  first, 
Clark  Gable  second,  Claudete  Colbert  third 
and  Hedy  Lamarr  fourth  . . . “Motel  the 
Operator,”  latest  Jeunsh  dialogue  film,  with 
English  sub-titles,  was  shown  all  week  at 
the  Mount  Royal  . . . Theatres  in  New 
Germany  and  Barrington,  Nova  Scotia, 
have  been  leased  by  M.  E.  Walker,  who 
operated  the  Gaiety,  Halifax,  and  the 
Imperial,  Sackville,  N.  B. 

Pi’ancis  Lederer,  who  has  been  playing 
in  “Autumn  Crocus”  at  His  Majesty’s,  was 
guest  at  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and,  addressing 
the  members,  voiced  his  faith  in  the  Brit- 
ish Empire  , . . Tamari  Desni,  who  has 
a part  in  “49th  Parallel,”  is  taking  flying 
lessons  at  Hamilton,  Ont,,  and  intends 
to  volunteer  as  a pilot  when  she  returns 
to  England, 

John  Grierson,  national  film  commis- 
sioner of  Canada,  is  mourning  the  death 
of  his  sister,  who  was  drowned  when  the 
Benares  was  torpedoed  with  83  British 
children.  Miss  Grierson  had  filmed  and 
supervised  British  shots  of  the  evacuation 
of  children.  The  film,  which  was  to  have 
been  the  Canadian  end  of  an  epic  docu- 


mentary film  of  the  child  evacuee  move- 
ment, was  lost. 

Canada,  largest  overseas  market  for 
French  films,  will  find  them  less  vivacious 
as  a result  of  a ruling  decreed  by  Vice- 
Premier  Pierre  Laval  and  adopted  by  the 
French  cabinet,  ordering  that  all  films  be 
submitted  to  censorship,  and  divided  into 
categories,  for  adults  and  children,  and 
for  adults  only.  According  to  a cable 
advice,  new  French  films  will  not  be  al- 
lowed to  be  exported  unless  they  “show 
France  in  the  correct  light.” 

Reduction  in  unemployment  in  Cariada 
is  reflected  in  larger  attendances  at  film 
theatres,  according  to  H.  G.  Price,  of  Su- 
perior Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  who  remarked 
that  theatres  near  military  training  camps 
are  doing  brisk  business. 

Historic  Quebec  City  was  turned  into  a 
film  colony  last  week  with  three  produc- 
tion crews  at  work.  G.  F.  Noxon  directed 
a film  dealing  with  the  Royal  22nd  Regi- 
ment: Lucien  Roy,  Dick  Harrison  and 
Ralph  Hamilton  comprised  a camera  crew 
from  Associated  Screen  News,  which  firm 
will  complete  the  release  for  the  National 
Film  Board,  and  another  ASN  crew  with 
A,  Jacquemin,  Phil  Taylor  and  Nils  Mont- 
clair is  working  on  a production  for  the 
Province  of  Quebec, 

National  Film  Board’s  series,  “Canada 
Carries  On,”  is  lauded  by  S.  Morgan- 
Powell,  Montreal  Star’s  critic  and  editor- 
in-chief,  who  notes  that  the  films  are  be- 
ing shown  in  700  Canadian  theatres,  and 
in  800  theatres  in  Australia,  besides  many 
hundreds  of  theatres  in  Britain.  Newsreel 
firms  in  the  United  States  are  allowed  to 
make  use  of  the  Canadian  board’s  pictures 
m any  way  they  like,  and  the  result  is  that 
in  one  form  or  another  they  are  being 
exhibited  in  16,000  picture  houses  through- 
out the  United  States.  Those  responsible 
for  the  production  of  the  films  are  John 
Grierson,  film  commissioner ; G.  H.  Lash, 
director  of  public  information;  F.  C. 
Badgeley,  Stanley  Hawes  and  Stuart  Legg, 
of  the  Dominion  Government  motion  pic- 
ture bureau;  Gordon  Sparling  and  Jack 
McDougall,  of  Associated  Screen  News,  and 
M.  Spottiswoode,  director  of  Audio  Pic- 
tures, Toronto. 

Motion  picture  theatres  throughout  Can- 
ada made  an  important  contribution  to  the 
success  of  the  Canadian  Red  Cross  cam- 
paign, 600  or  more  theatres  showing  spe- 
cial trailers  produced  by  Associated  Screen 
News,  and  distributed  from  coast  to  coast 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Canadian 
film  boards  of  trade. 

Manager  Fauteux  of  the  Monkland  is 
superintending  alterations  and  improve- 
ments to  the  theatre’s  marquee,  which  will 
cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  a thousand 
dollars  . . . The  Plaza  at  Tilbury  cele- 
brated its  sixth  anniversary  with  special 
programs  and  gifts  for  both  children  and 
adults. 

Maureen  O’Sullivan,  the  Irish-born  mo- 
tion picture  star,  has  left  Ottawa  for  Hol- 
lywood, presumably  to  make  another  pic- 
ture. She  was  accompanied  by  her  son, 
Michael.  The  star’s  husband,  Lieut.  John 
Farrow,  is  stationed  in  Ottawa  as  Direc- 
tor of  Navy  Information. 


Adapts  Clare  Booth  Play 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  assigned 
Henry  Myers  to  adapt  “Kiss  the  Boys 
Goodbye,”  Clare  Booth’s  stage  success. 


Signs  of  Building  in 
Paris  of  Ontario 


Toronto — Signs  of  theatre  construction 
activity  are  noted  in  various  parts  of  On- 
tario, particularly  in  industrial  and  mili- 
tary training  centers. 

After  rumors  extending  over  many 
months,  announcement  has  been  made 
that  Famous  Players  will  build  a 700-seat 
theatre  in  the  East  End  of  Cornwall  at  a 
cost  of  $60,000.  The  site  for  this  house 
was  actually  bought  three  years  ago,  it  is 
divulged.  There  are  already  two  F-P 
houses  in  Cornwall. 

The  Columbia  at  St.  Thomas,  Ont.,  for- 
merly operated  by  McLean  Brothers,  is 
being  reopened  by  Famous  Players,  pro- 
viding that  town  with  its  third  theatre 
once  more.  Many  air  cadets  are  in  train- 
ing at  St.  Thomas. 

The  Pastime  at  New  Toronto  has  been 
reopened  as  the  Palace  by  Sam  Apple- 
baum.  The  structure  has  been  practically 
rebuilt  and  new  equipment  installed. 
Applebaum  formerly  operated  a theatre  in 
Galt  which  he  sold  to  Messrs.  Goldhar 
and  Solway. 

Les  Gregory  has  completed  his  third 
theatre  in  Hamilton,  Ont.,  this  being  the 
York.  Mrs.  A.  Peebles  has  bought  the  re- 
modeled Russell  in  the  village  of  Russell 
and  donated  first  night’s  receipts  to  the 
Canadian  Red  Cross.  The  Kineto  at  For- 
est, Ont.,  has  been  reopened  following  ex- 
tensive alterations. 

The  Bellard  at  Fort  Erie  has  been  re- 
opened after  being  closed  several  weeks 
for  improvements.  The  proprietor  is  Z. 
Marks. 


Worthwhile  Subjects  Are 
Plentiful  for  Newsreels 

Montreal — Newsreel  crews  maintained 
by  Associated  Screen  News  to  cover  major 
Canadian  events  have  found  no  lack  of 
“hot”  news  subjects  for  the  reels  in  re- 
cent weeks.  In  one  week  alone.  Camera- 
man Ross  Bessley  was  at  an  eastern  port 
covering  the  visit  of  leading  U.  S.  news- 
papermen, in  Canada,  to  see  at  first  hand 
the  evidences  of  Canada’s  war  effort. 
Cameraman  Roy  Tash  was  then  at  Camp 
Borden,  Ont.,  recording  the  first  wings 
presentation  to  graduates  under  the  Em- 
pire Air  Training  Plan.  During  the  same 
week,  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  Arnold  Hague 
was  covering  the  arrival  of  the  captured 
German  supply  ship  Wesser,  prize  of  the 
recently  converted  S,  S,  Prince  Robert,  now 
in  the  service  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Navy. 


Ortus  Films  Crew  on 
"49th  Parallel"  Scenes 

Montreal — Ortus  Films  had  camera  and 
technical  crews  at  work  in  Quebec  on 
scenes  for  their  full-length  feature,  “49th 
Parallel,”  under  supervision  of  E,  H,  Bor- 
radaile,  who  has  been  responsible  for  out- 
standing work  for  Korda  productions,  par- 
ticularly in  the  tropics,  Borradaile  is  given 
credit  as  the  discoverer  of  Sabu,  featured 
in  “Elephant  Boy,”  “Drums,”  and  cur- 
rently in  “Thief  of  Bagdad.”  Bob  Martin 
of  Associated  Screen  News,  Montreal,  was 
on  the  camera  at  Quebec,  while  interior 
sequences  with  Raymond  Massey  were  be- 
ing made  in  Associated  Screen  studios  at 
Montreal  under  the  direction  of  Michael 
Powell. 
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TT’S  NOT  a publicity  stunt,  but  the  lieu- 

tenant-governor  of  Saskatchewan,  A.  P. 
McNab,  who  will  be  playing  a prominent 
part  in  the  festivities  surrounding  the 
world  premiere  of  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  in  Regina,  has  a new  chauffeur,  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police.  Appearance  of  the  chauffeur  in  his 
RCMP  uniform  is  expected  to  add  a color- 
ful touch  to  the  big  event. 

Victim  of  a cold  in  the  midst  of  his 
extensive  preparations  for  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “North  West  Mounted  Police,” 
Manager  Larry  Grahurn  of  the  Capitol  was 
off  work  for  a few  days  recently. 

Auditorium,  Indian  Head,  has  announced 
a change  of  schedule.  Shows  during  the 
week — Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Fri- 
day— have  been  advanced  one-half  hour, 
commencing  at  8 p.  m.  except  on  Satur- 
day, when  the  night’s  program  gets  under 
way  at  7:45.  A second  show  is  given  at 
9:45  on  Saturdays. 

Proceeds  of  a picture  show  and  dance 
held  at  Whitewood,  Sask.,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  agricultural  society  went  to 
buy  Christmas  presents  for  Whitewood  and 
district  soldiers  in  England  . . . “The  Royal 
Visit”  was  shoum  at  the  community  hall. 
Renown,  Sask.,  recently,  proceeds  going  to 
the  Red  Cross. 

Girl  guides  are  selling  War  Saving 
Stamps  in  the  lobbies  of  Regina’s  thea- 
tres . . . Stage  attraction  at  the  Orpheum, 
Moose  Jaw,  on  two  nights  recently  was  a 
fashion  show  sponsored  by  a Moose  Jaw 
department  store. 

An  organization  has  been  created  at 
Saskatoon  for  the  purpose  of  sponsoring 
the  Daylight  Saving  Time  plebiscite  which 
will  be  placed  before  the  electors  at  the 
November  civic  elections. 

Some  idea  of  the  improved  business  con- 
ditions in  the  Saskatoon  district  may  be 
had  from  the  comment  of  a Saskatoon 
wholesaler.  He  says  “business  in  Saskatoon 
has  been  steadily  on  the  upgrade  for  the 
past  three  years  and  has  gathered  consid- 
erable momentum  in  the  past  six  months.” 
There  is  practically  no  warehouse  space 
available  in  Saskatoon  at  the  present  time, 
all  available  warehouses  being  used  by 
wholesalers,  jobbers  and  others  for  business 
purposes. 

Patrons  of  the  Orpheum,  Estevan,  got 
a thrill  out  of  a recent  newsreel  when  Ken 
Turner  and  Tony  Martin  of  Estevan,  and 
Wilbur  Enmark,  Beinfait,  were  spotted  in 
a group  of  soldiers  shown  disembarking  in 
England.  They  were  members  of  the  sec- 
ond advance  party  of  the  South  Saskatche- 
wan Regiment  from  Camp  Shilo. 


Aids  War  EHort 

Toronto — Manager  Charles  L.  Querrie 
of  the  Palace,  Toronto,  organized  a fash- 
ion show  under  the  auspices  of  the  Dan- 
forth  Business  Men’s  Ass’n,  the  total  pro- 
ceeds of  which  were  turned  over  to  the 
Canadian  Women’s  Service  Force,  an 
auxiliary  wartime  corps.  Many  merchants 
cooperated  in  staging  this  extra  perform- 
ance. 


"Kissed"  for  Ben  Stoloff 
Hollywood — Ben  Stoloff  will  direct 
Warner’s  “She  Stayed  Kissed.”  Harlan 
Thompson  v/ill  produce. 


Church  Authorities 
Call  Hall  to  Bingo 

Montreal — Bingo,  forbidden  in  motion 
picture  houses  in  the  province  of  Quebec, 
but  until  now  permitted  in  aid  of  churches 
and  charities,  is,  to  the  gratification  of 
theatre  managers,  removed  from  the  list  of 
competing  amusements  by  a decision  of 
Archbishop  Joseph  Charbonneau. 

Bingo  has  been  a favorite  with  both 
young  and  old  at  all  kinds  of  get-togethers. 
Today  Bingo  has  been  forbidden  by  local 
Roman  Catholic  authorities. 

Complaints  from  various  sources,  it  is 
officially  learned,  resulted  in  the  action. 
Many  had  protested  that  some  players  were 
in  the  habit  of  jeopardizing  their  relief 
allowances  in  the  hope  of  winning  the  at- 
tractive cash  prizes  offered  by  some  paro- 
chial organizations. 

No  reference  was  made  to  the  legal  as- 
pect of  the  Bingo  matter  in  the  Arch- 
bishop’s letters,  ic  was  learned.  Bingo  is 
illegal  and  a violation  of  federal  gambling 
laws,  but  the  authorities  have  tolerated 
it  on  the  ground  that,  in  many  cases,  the 
proceeds  from  such  parties  were  used  for 
charitable  purposes. 

The  letters  to  the  parishes  concerned  did 
not  specify  whether  or  not  Bingo  parties 
could  be  staged  with  only  prizes  in  kind 
as  the  attraction.  Some  sources  indicated 
that  Bingo  parties  might  be  permissible 
if  the  prizes  were  pieces  of  furniture  and 
the  like.  Parties,  however,  where  cash 
or  exchangeable  coupons  are  offered  are 
strictly  taboo. 

The  Archbishop’s  action,  it  was  learned, 
will  have  a considerable  effect  on  the 
charity  revenues  of  some  parishes.  In 
some  sections  of  the  city  the  weekly  reve- 
nue from  the  parties  totaled  anything  up 
to  $1,000. 


Madeleine  Carroll  Will 
Lead  Stars  to  Regina 

Montreal — Madeleine  Carroll,  British- 
born  film  star,  will  head  a Hollywood 
pilgrimage  to  Regina,  traditional  home 
of  Canada’s  famed  “Mounties,”  to  cele- 
brate the  world  premiere  of  her  latest 
film,  “North  West  Mounted  Police,”  which 
will  be  shown  October  21.  This  news 
was  received  in  a wire  from  the  star,  in 
which  she  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
Citizens’  Committee  of  Regina,  which  is 
making  preparations  to  celebrate  the  first 
world  premiere  of  a Hollywood  feature 
ever  to  take  place  in  the  Dominion. 

Planned  to  celebrate  the  premiere  is  a 
long  series  of  civic  events,  parades,  re- 
ceptions and  other  doings,  which  is  ex- 
pected to  attract  a crowd  of  more  than 
100,000  people  to  the  city.  Invitations  have 
also  been  extended  to  other  stars  in  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  to  attend  the  fes- 
tivities with  Miss  Carroll,  and  it  has 
been  officially  stated  that  all  those  not 
committed  to  actual  work  before  the  cam- 
eras will  be  present. 


"NWMP"  Premiere  Becomes 
A Two-Theatre  Affair 
Regina — Because  mail  orders  for  tickets 
to  the  world  premiere  of  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s 
“North  West  Mounted  Police”  at  the  Cap- 
itol October  21,  caused  the  house  to  be 
completely  sold  out  in  a few  hours,  Man- 
ager Larry  Graburn  has  arranged  for  the 
Metropolitan  to  take  care  of  the  overflow 
from  the  Capitol. 


poUR  of  the  downtown  theatres  offered 
midnight  shows  on  Sunday,  as  a pre- 
lude to  Thanksgiving  celebrations. 


Madeleine  Carroll,  starring  in  “North 
West  Mounted  Police,”  was  scheduled  to 
make  a personal  appearance  at  some  of 
the  houses  in  aid  of  the  Red  Cross  funds. 
Recently  notified  of  the  death  of  her 
sister  in  a London  air  raid,  she  is  more 
determined  than  ever  to  give  every  pos- 
sible aid  to  war  work.  She  stopped  over 
on  her  way  to  the  world  premiere  of  the 
picture  at  Regina. 

In  a letter  to  W.  S.  Jones  of  RKO, 
P.  J.  Allen,  manager  Orpheum,  Dawson 
City,  Y.  T.,  states  that  the  Paloma  of 
that  city  has  ceased  to  exhibit  motion 
pictures,  and  has  turned  its  film  commit- 
ments over  to  him.  The  heavy  expense 
of  heating  an  unsuitable  building  had  a 
large  share  in  bringing  the  decision. 

Levi  Graham’s  new  theatre  at  Wells, 
B.  C.,  is  nearing  completion.  As  yet,  Levi 
has  not  made  public  the  name  of  the  new 
house.  His  other  one  in  Quesnel,  B.  C., 
is  called  the  Rex. 

A1  Trout,  ex-exhibitor  at  Zeballos,  B.  C., 
Geo.  McEwan,  who  just  sold  his  Music 
Box,  and  Harry  Howard  of  the  Theatre 
Equipment  & Supply  Co.,  are  preparing 
for  a fishing  and  hunting  trip  in  the 
Cariboo  when  Harry  will  combine  busi- 
ness with  sport  by  installing  the  projec- 
tion equipment  in  the  new  house  at  Wells. 

M.  Raber,  the  new  UA  office  manager, 
ranks  high  among  table-tennis  players  and 
should  prove  a valuable  addition  to  Film- 
row’s  teams  . . . Bob  McEwan  was  an 
entrant  in  the  recent  West  Canadian  Open 
Golf  Tourney,  and  made  an  exceptional 
showing  in  competition  with  the  amateur 
stars  of  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Owen  Bird,  Paramount  shipper  and  pro- 
moter of  Filmrow  Table  Tennis  Club,  is 
beginning  to  cast  about  for  worthy  com- 
petitors among  other  similar  organiza- 
tions, with  the  view  of  creating  interest 
in  the  game  during  the  fall  and  winter 
months  with  increased  team  strength  in 
Max  Raber  and,  possibly,  Frank  Marsh. 

Maynard  Joiner  hit  another  high  when 
“Boom  Town”  chalked  up  a two-week  run 
at  the  Capitol  . . . J.  E.  Gordon,  Haney 
exhibitor,  spent  some  time  in  town  set- 
tling accounts  and  doing  some  booking 
for  Fall  runs  . . . S.  V.  Henn,  Rex,  Ganges 
Harbor,  is  said  to  be  making  a good 
job  of  remodeling  the  old  Auditorium  at 
Sidney. 

Russ  Simpson,  who  came  here  from 
Winnipeg,  is  now  the  booker  for  Para- 
mount, filling  the  place  left  vacant  by 
Steve  Rolston  who  served  the  company 
for  many  years  . . . The  Music  Box, 
operated  for  some  time  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  McEwan,  has  been  taken  over  by 
a Mr.  Williams  and  Mrs.  Farrow. 

Four  chief  executives  of  the  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  will  be  in  Van- 
couver October  26  on  a goodwill  tour,  and 
sessions  are  scheduled  for  three  days  when 
regional  theatre  managers  will  meet  them. 

Harold  Warren,  Capitol,  Port  Alberni,  is 
reported  to  be  making  a rapid  recovery 
after  his  recent  operation  for  appendi- 
citis. 

S.  P.  Kennedy,  the  Cadet,  Esquimau, 
V.  I.,  was  a visitor  here.  With  all  the 
military  and  naval  activity  at  Esquimau, 
the  outlook  for  the  winter  is  encouraging 
. . . Ole  Anderson,  Sunset,  Wells,  B.  C., 
spent  a few  days  in  Vancouver. 
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Q KENNEDY,  manager  of  the  Cadet, 
which  is  situated  in  the  heart  of  one 
of  the  naval  and  military  districts  here, 
says  that  comedy  is  the  only  thing  that 
appeals  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  that 
compose  the  bulk  of  his  audiences.  “The 
boys  want  to  have  a good  laugh  when  they 
finish  a hard  day’s  training,”  he  says.  “We 
had  to  find  this  out,  and  now  that  we  are 
giving  them  what  they  want,  they  sure  ap- 
preciate it.” 

William  Hole  has  joined  the  Atlas  as 
doorman,  relieving  Arthur  Lorimer  who 
has  been  promoted  to  assistant  manager 
...  In  cooperation  with  the  chamber  of 
commerce,  Universal  Newsreel  filmed  a 
travelogue  of  British  Columbia  here.  It 
features  the  internationally  famous  Vic- 
toria Girls  Drill  Team. 

In  connection  with  M-G-M’s  “Pride  and 
Prejudice,”  held  over  at  the  Capitol  here, 
several  local  millinery  stores  are  showing 
styles  of  yesterday  as  featured  in  the  pic- 
ture by  Greer  Garson  . . . Messrs.  Nathan- 
son,  Fitzgibbons,  Boltstead  and  Geldsaler 
of  Famous  Players  are  due  here  about  Oc- 
tober 26  on  a business  trip. 

New  floor  covering  for  the  theatre  and 
smartly  tailored  uniforms  of  royal  blue 
with  white  collars  and  cuffs  for  his  ush- 
erettes, is  part  of  the  fall  renovatmg  plan 
of  Manager  Cill  Denham  of  the  Dominion. 

(< 

: CALGARY  : 

— j 

QEORGE  GRATIAS,  recently  assistant 
manager  at  the  Grand  here  and  well 
known  theatreman  along  the  Pacific  slope, 
has  joined  the  sales  staff  of  Empire-Uni- 
versal distributing  office  in  Calgary. 

The  Dominion  premiere  of  ‘‘Brigham 
Young”  at  Cardston  on  Oetober  10  op- 
ened as  a regular  booking.  Owing  to  post- 
ponement, the  arrangements  for  a big 
showing  with  local  officials  gracing  the 
opening  was  cancelled. 

Newspapermen  and  photographers  of 
Edmonton  and  Calgary  drove  up  by  car 
to  Banff,  the  Alberta  mountain  resort, 
where  they  joined  the  train  carrying  Made- 
leine Carroll  to  Regina  for  the  world  pre- 
miere there  of  “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice.” 

With  four  theatres  in  Regina  showing 
‘‘North  West  Mounted  Police”  and  Miss 
Carroll  appearing  at  each  one,  the  Sas- 
katchewan  capital  played  to  record  houses. 


Two  Famous  Players  Units 
In  Ottawa  Return  Vaude 

Ottawa — Vaudeville  has  been  revived  at 
two  Famous  Players  theatres  in  Ottawa,  a 
stage  program  being  presented  one  night 
each  week  in  conjunction  with  the  screen 
bill.  The  two  managers  who  have  been 
doing  the  organizing  are  Isser  Singerman 
of  the  Imperial  and  Vern  Hudson  of  the 
Avalon. 

For  the  opening  performance  of  “The 
Howards  of  Virginia”  at  the  Ottawa  Elgin, 
Manager  L.  M.  Mills  adopted  a reserve 
seat  policy  with  advanced  prices  of  50  and 
75  cents  for  the  one  night.  He  had  pre- 
viously had  a reserved  seat  opening  for 
“Foreign  Correspondent”  which  played 
this  house  for  four  weeks. 


THE  HARMONY  BOYS 


Tastes  Diiier — 

As  the  Montreal  Gazette  sees  Japan 
respond  to  a rendition  by  President 
Roosevelt  and  Prime  Minister  Churc- 
hill of  a score  that  marks  the  “Grand 
Opening”  of  the  Burma  Road. 


Quebec  Allied  Holds 
Election  in  Montreal 


Montreal — The  annual  general  meeting 
of  members  of  Quebec  Allied  Theatrical 
Industries  was  held  recently  in  the  Mount 
Royal  Hotel.  The  meeting,  presided  over 
by  B.  E.  Norrish,  was  largely  attended  by 
members  and  exhibitors  from  all  over  the 
province. 

Eugene  Beaulac,  secretary,  submitted  a 
report  of  the  work  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee during  1939-40  and  E.  N.  Tabah 
the  financial  report  for  the  same  period. 

Quebec’s  Allied  executive  committee  has 
been  rather  active  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
aims  during  the  last  year.  Their  work  has 
been  chiefly  concentrated  on  alleviating 
restrictions  as  regards  the  admission  of 
children  and  relief  on  taxes.  They  have 
succeeded  in  preventing  any  further  in- 
roads of  the  tax  collection  on  the  industry. 

A special  committee  of  members  to  study 
the  competition  made  by  promoters  of  Par- 
ish Hall  shows  was  formed.  The  elections 
took  place  with  the  following  result: 

Officers:  B.  E.  Norrish,  Associated 

Screen  News,  president;  George  Ganetakos, 
United  Amusement,  vice-president:  E.  N. 
Tabah,  Confederation  Amusement,  treas- 
urer; Eugene  Beaulac,  secretary. 

Directors:  B.  E.  Norrish,  D.  Paquin, 
Hull;  C.  H.  Brock,  Cowansville;  G.  Gane- 
takos, J.  A.  Hirsch,  Consolidated  Thea- 
tres: Wm.  Lester,  United  Amusement;  Al- 
bert Bey,  Thetford  Mines;  E.  N.  Tabah, 
N.  N.  Lawand,  Confederation  Amuse- 
ments: T.  H.  Trow,  Three  Rivers;  J.  A. 
De  Seve,  France  Film;  Ed  Gauthier,  Sorel; 
Leo  Choquette,  Farnham;  A.  Adelman, 
George  Rotsky,  B.  C.  Salamis,  all  of  Con- 
solidated Theatres. 

Executive  committee;  J.  A.  Hirsch, 
chairman;  George  Ganetakos,  N.  N.  La- 
wand, T.  H.  Trow,  J.  A.  De  Seve,  Wm. 
Lester,  B.  E.  Norrish,  E.  N.  Tabah,  and 
Eugene  Beaulac. 


gOMETHING  akin  to  a record  is  being 
set  up  by  Mrs.  Samuel  Lorie  who  cele- 
brated her  77th  birthday  here  in  her  ener- 
getic style  by  taking  a long  walk  and  en- 
gaging in  other  activities  to  round  out  a 
full  day.  Her  son-in-law  is  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son,  president  of  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.  Her  daily  outing  consists  of  a 
walk  from  the  hotel  to  Eglinton  and  Yonge 
Street,  a mere  five  miles. 

Since  the  dropping  of  vaudeville  at 
Shea’s,  Clarence  Causton,  leader  of  the 
house  orchestra  for  many  years,  has  or- 
ganized a dance  band  and  is  getting  his 
share  of  engagements  at  house  parties  and 
other  affairs. 

Manager  Dave  Gordon  of  the  Oriole, 
North  Toronto,  has  hastened  thoughts  to- 
wards Christmas  by  the  announcement  of 
his  “Christmas  Gift  Offer”  in  the  give- 
aways each  week  at  this  house.  Dave  has 
started  a new  set  of  kitchenware  which 
can  be  completed  just  before  Christmas 
. . . “Pastor  Hall”  rang  up  a new  house 
record  at  the  Lincoln  in  St.  Catharines, 
Ont.,  where  it  ran  a full  week. 

Di  an  address  before  the  Rotary  Club, 
Francis  Lederer  declared  that  the  artistic 
talent  of  the  Allied  countries  should  be 
mobolized  to  boost  the  spirit  of  these  na- 
tions. With  direct  reference  to  the  war, 
Lederer  declared  that  no  one  could  sit 
back  and  say  “Let  the  English  do  it.” 
Eventually,  all  the  decent  peoples  of  the 
world  would  participate  in  this  battle  for 
civilization. 

Joe  Lieberman,  film  exchange  manager 
of  St.  John,  N.  B.,  has  had  a reunion  in 
Toronto  with  his  brother  in  the  Far  West, 
Jay  Lieberman,  manager  of  the  Rialto  at 
Edmonton,  Alta.  . . . Harry  Allen,  general 
manager  of  Grand  National,  has  appointed 
H.  Duncan,  a native  Calgarian,  as  man- 
ager of  the  GN  branch  in  Calgary,  Alta., 
in  succession  to  A.  Iscove. 

One  of  the  active  old-timers  in  Ontario 
theatre  circles,  Fred  McLennan,  died  at  his 
home  in  Brockville  where  he  had  been 
manager  of  the  Capitol,  a Famous-Play- 
ers house,  for  years. 

Stapleton  Recalls  His 
Start  25  Years  Ago 

Ottawa — During  the  past  week,  the 
memory  of  Ben  Stapleton,  dean  of  Ottawa 
exhibitors,  went  back  to  the  same  week 
25  years  ago  when  he  was  opening  the 
Centre  on  Sparks  Street.  Although  he  has 
been  living  a retired  life  for  some  years, 
the  theatre  continues  to  be  operated  suc- 
cessfully by  his  son,  Don  Stapleton. 

Benjamin  recalled  that,  back  in  1915, 
the  opening  of  the  Centre  gave  the  Ca- 
nadian capital  its  16th  theatre,  approxi- 
mately the  same  number  as  are  being 
operated  now  but  the  whole  situation  had 
turned  over  several  times  during  the  quar- 
ter of  a century.  The  legitimate  and 
vaudeville  houses  had  disappeared  and  the 
replacements  among  the  cinemas  had 
traced  steady  progress.  Only  two  other 
theatres  were  still  being  operated  imder 
the  names  which  they  bore  25  years  ago. 
While  there  was  relatively  no  great  change 
in  the  combined  seating  capacity  of  Ottawa 
theatres  since  that  day  but  the  cheap 
show  has  disappeared. 


Report  Jack  Daly  Killed 

Regina,  Sask. — Reports  reaching  here 
have  it  that  Jack  Daly,  former  Capitol 
usher,  was  killed  in  action  in  Norway  some 
weeks  ago. 
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ALFRED  W.  SCHWALBERG 

President 

MILES  H.  ALBEN 
HENRY  C.  KAUFMAN 
JULES  LEVEY 
HAROLD  RODNER 
COL.  A.  RALPH  STEINBERG 

Vice  Presidents 

MAX  B.  BLACKMAN 

Treasurer 


AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  EVERYONE 
IN  THE  AMUSEMENT  INDUSTRY; 


JEROME  I.  HYMAN 

Secretary 

• 

ADVISORY  BOARD 


On  Saturday,  October  26th,  1940,  Cinema 
Lodge  will  hold  its  first  Annual  Banquet 
and  Ball  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 


BARNEY  BALABAN 
JOSEPH  BERNHARD 
NATE  j.  BLUMBERG 
HARRY  BRANDT 


It  is  the  aim  of  the  various  committees  in 
charge  of  arrangements  and  entertainment 
to  make  this  event  one  of  the  most  enjoy- 
able in  the  history  of  the  amusement 
industry. 


JACK  COHN 
MAX  FLEISCHER 
NATHAN  LEVY 
ABE  MONTAGUE 
CHARLES  C.  MOSKOWITZ 
DR.  DAVID  DE  SOLA  POOL 
ABE  SCHNEIDER 
SAMUEL  SCHNEIDER 
MURRAY  SILVERSTONE 
NATE  SPINGOLD 
HERMAN  STARR 
MAJOR  ALBERT  WARNER 
HARRY  M.  WARNER 
ABRAHAM  S.  WEBER 

Address  communications  to 
Col.  A.  Ralph  Steinberg 
101  Park  Ave. — Room  339 
New  York  City 
CAIedonia  5-7531 


Benny  Goodman  will  furnish  the  music  and 
we  have  been  assured  by  the  entertainment 
committee  that  the  most  important  person- 
alities of  the  Screen,  Radio,  Stage  and 
Music  will  be  there  that  night. 

To  insure  the  complete  comfort  of  every 
one  of  our  guests,  we  have  definitely 
limited  the  number  of  tickets  to  be  sold. 
Reservations  are  now  being  accepted.  Sub- 
scriptions $5.  per  person. 


A,  W.  Schwalberg, 

President 


HOTEL  P E N N S Y L V A N I A — O C T O B E R 2 6,  19  4 0 


Anniversary  Occasions 
A Personal  Message 


Tilbury,  Ont. — On  the  occasion  of  his 
Plaza’s  sixth  anniversary,  Harland  Ran- 
kin, alert  operator  of  this  Canadian  the- 
atre, issued  a 6xl4-inch  brochure,  which, 
folded  into  three  equal  parts,  formed  a 
leaflet,  to  carry  his  message  to  the 
patrons. 

The  cover  announced  the  anniversary 
and  date.  On  the  back,  in  the  center 
panel,  was  an  ad  taken  by  a utility  com- 
pany. Inside  was  the  message,  a picture 
of  Rankin,  a list  of  coming  attractions 
for  the  next  two  months,  and  a list  of 
the  firms  who  had  theatre  parties  sched- 
uled (a  stunt  whereby  employes  of  spe- 
cific firms  are  admitted  at  a two-for-one 
price) . 

Rankin’s  message,  in  part,  run  along- 
side a picture  of  himself,  follows: 

“I  cannot  talk  with  you  individually  as 
I would  like  to,  but  I would  like  to  con- 
vey to  you  a personal  message  of  deep 
appreciation  for  your  patronage,  and  in 
return  I pledge  to  you  that  we  will  en- 
deavor to  give  to  you,  to  the  best  of  our 
knowledge,  entertainment  to  your  liking. 

“In  the  last  six  years  we  have  had  the 
privilege  of  serving  over  a half  million 
paid  admissions.  Through  our  contact 
with  you  and  the  fine  cooperation  of  our 
staff,  we  have  each  year  tried  to  adjust 
ourselves  to  your  likings.  It  is  our  job  to 
entertain  and  make  you  feel  that  you  have 
received  a full  evening’s  value.  We  have 
had  to  satisfy  both  young  and  old,  who 
have  varied  feelings.  We  sincerely  hope 
that  you  will  advise  us  of  your  likings  so 
we  may  be  guided  in  the  future  . . . 

“If  I can  be  of  any  assistance,  or  you 
have  any  suggestions,  our  office  is  always 
open  and  you  are  more  than  welcome. 

“Wishing  to  personally  extend  my  deep 
appreciation  to  you  on  our  sixth  anni- 
versary on  behalf  of  myself  and  the  staff.” 
(Signed) 


Star  Photo  Giveaways 
Gain  Window  Space 

Providence — One  of  several  window  tie- 
ups  arranged  by  Manager  Ed  McBride  of 
Loew’s  State  on  “Boom  Town”  was  in 
the  local  Postal  Telegraph  office  which 
was  provided  with  several  thousand  photos 
of  the  stars. 

Alongside  a display  selling  the  picture 
was  an  invitation  to  passersby  to  come  in 
for  a free  star  photo. 


There's  a Week  of  It — 


How  David  Dallas  of  Parsons,  Kansas, 
advertised  a special  spook  show  for 
Hallowe’en,  at  his  Ka7isas  Theatre. 
The  pumpkins  at  the  foot  of  the  corn 
stalks  were  obtained  by  admitting  free 
farmers  who  brought  one.  A prize 
went  for  the  largest  pumpkin.  A school 
contest  provided  a prize  for  the  most 
unique  black  cat  cut-outs. 


Contest  on  "Boom  Town" 
Co-op  Ad  Proves  Draw 

Bluffton,  Ind. — The  response  that  a 
contest  run  in  conjunction  with  a coopera- 
tive ad  on  “Boom  Town”  engendered,  has 
convinced  hitherto  reluctant  local  mer- 
chants of  the  value  of  theatre  cooperation. 

The  co-op  ad  was  promoted  for  the  film’s 
run  at  the  Grand  by  Mack  McCarty,  ad- 
vertising manager,  and  Charles  G.  Mailers, 
manager. 

Fifteen  non-competitive  merchants  took 
space  on  a full  page  of  the  local  daily. 
The  page  was  captioned:  “These  shops 
are  making  Bluffton  a ‘Boom  Town’,”  and 
contained  copy  on  the  picture.  The  thea- 
tre offered  50  passes  to  the  persons  turn- 
ing in  the  greatest  number  of  misspelled 
words,  a quota  of  which  each  ad  con- 
tained. 

Responses  were  mailed  to  the  theatre, 
and  the  contest  ended  the  night  before  the 
picture  opened. 

Several  window  tieups,  using  stills  from 
the  film  was  another  phase  of  the  promo- 
tion. 
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Boos  and  Hisses  Fade  When 
This  Trailer  Hits  Screen 

From  the  news  columns  of  BOXOFFICE  comes  a gesture  of  Americanism  that 
exhibitors  everywhere  should  find  helpful.  Credited  to  Greg  Carter,  co-owner  of  the 
Teleview  Newsreel  Theatre  in  Hollywood,  and  to  Charles  Skouras,  president  of  the 
Fox  West  Coast  Circuit,  it  is  a trailer  designed  to  eliminate  boos  and  hisses  when 
newsreel  scenes  of  Roosevelt  or  Willkie  are  flashed  on  the  screen.  It  reads: 

"An  appeal!  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and  Wendell  Willkie  are 
seeking  election  in  the  most  honorable  office  in  these  United  States.  Both  are  worthy 
candidates  deserving  of  the  highest  respect.  Whenever  their  images  are  flashed  on 
the  screen,  applaud  to  your  heart's  content,  but  let's  not  lose  true  Americanism  by 
booing  these  men  aspiring  to  an  office  symbolic  of  the  flag  itself." 

V"  - V 


MUG GET 

old  jallopy  of  the  Andy  Hardy  genus 
toured  the  streets  of  Kansas  City  and 
visited  football  games  as  part  of  the 
“Strike  Up  the  Band”  campaign  put  over 
by  John  McManus  of  the  Midland.  Film 
credits  were  painted  in  bright  yellow  on 
the  body  and  banners  hung  from  front 
and  rear  of  the  car.  Cutouts  of  Mickey 
Rooney  and  Judy  Garland  were  anchored 
in  the  rear  seat. 


• 

Gags  and  colorful  shots  from  the  press 
sheet  were  lettered  or  stuck  onto  the  mir- 
rors in  the  lobby  of  the  Grove  at  Willow 
Grove,  Pa.,  by  Pop  Graver  for  “Boys  From 
Syracuse.’’ 


A week  in  advance  of  the  booking,  Man- 
ager Jack  A.  Simons  of  Loew’s  Poli  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  had  a huge  thermometer- 
shaped lobby  display  in  the  theatre.  Pa- 
trons were  invited  to  squeeze  a rubber  bulb 
in  order  to  “see  what  the  temperature  is 
“Down  Argentine  Way.” 

• 

For  a street  ballyhoo  for  “The  Man  Who 
Talked  Too  Much”  Gene  Curtis  of  the 
Paramount  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y .,  used  a port- 
able p.  a.  system  and  offered  passes  to 
rnen  who  talked  the  longest  without  stop- 
ping or  repeating.  A card  read:  “Prizes 
for  ‘The  Man  Who  Talked  Too  Much.’  Can 
you  talk  for  five  minutes  without  stop- 
ping or  repeating,  etc.” 


Schools  Dedicate  Football 
Games  to  Knute  Rockne 

New  York — Over  6,000  high  schools 
will  dedicate  one  of  their  football  games 
to  Knute  Rockne  and  will  conduct  brief 
ceremonies  before  the  game  or  between 
halves  in  memory  of  the  great  coach. 

This  widespread  memorial  in  honor  of 
Rockne  is  in  response  to  letters  sent  out 
by  Scholastic  Magazine,  to  high  school 
athletic  directors,  requesting  them  to 
honor  Rockne  this  year  in  conjunction 
with  the  Warner  picture  based  on  his  life, 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American.” 

Scholastic  Magazine  is  presenting  a 
scroll  to  the  winning  team  of  each  game 
dedicated  to  Rockne. 


Contest  lor  Penner 

Hartford,  Conn. — About  two  weeks  in 
advance  of  Joe  Penner’s  p.  a.  at  the  local 
Harris  Brothers’  State,  the  management 
announced  that  it  would  offer  $10  first 
prize  for  the  best  letter  on  the  general 
subject  of  “whether  Penner  ought  to  get 
another  duck,  or  if  he  should  switch  to  a 
different  mascot,  and  why.”  There  was  a 
$5  second  prize  for  the  second  best  letter, 
$3  for  the  third,  and  runners  up  received 
guest  tickets. 


Uses  Classified 

Columbus,  Ohio — A classified  ad  in  the 
papers,  under  a caption  “Persons  Mar- 
ried the  Most  Times,  Wanted,”  read: 
“Guest  tickets  to  see  ‘Brigham  Young, 
Frontiersman’  will  be  awarded  to  persons 
married  the  most  times.  Send  your  list 
to  the  RKO  Palace.”  The  stunt  was  John- 
ny Barcroft’s. 


Think  of  Thanksgiving.  It’s  Thursday, 
November  28. 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


SeLltn^  Seats 


Postal  Telegraph  Ties 
On  "Reuters"  Bally 


New  York — President  Mackey  will  send 
a personal  letter  to  over  17,000  employes 
of  Postal  Telegraph  urging  them  to  see 
the  forthcoming  Warner  film  “A  Dispatch 
Prom  Reuter’s,”  which  is  based  on  the 
founding  of  the  European  news  agency,  as 
part  of  a large-scale  cooperative  promo- 
tional campaign. 

Postal  Telegraph  will  post  jumbo  tele- 
grams on  2,000  of  its  windows  and  wUl  ar- 
range special  displays  in  the  New  York 
offices.  One  hundred  thousand  miniature 
telegram  blanks,  with  “A  Dispatch  Prom 
Reuter’s”  printed  across  them  in  red  ink, 
will  be  given  away  as  memo  pads. 


Fills  the  Windows 

Wilmington,  Del. — Billing  “Two  Girls 
on  Broadway”  as  the  season’s  gayest 
musical  comedy,  Dick  Kirsch,  manager  of 
the  Aldine,  packed  in  every  type  of 
merchant-window  display  to  sell  his  mes- 
sage. The  cooperative  windows  topped  a 
campaign  which  included  promoted  lobby 
displays,  trailers,  and  quite  a few  pub- 
licity stories. 


Mail  Stars  Giant  Fan  Card 

Sheboygan,  Wis. — As  a plug  for  “Strike 
Up  the  Band,”  Marlowe  Conner,  manager 
of  the  Sheboygan,  secured  3,000  signa- 
tures to  a 40x60  inch  post  card  mailed  to 
Judy  Garland  and  Mickey  Rooney.  The 
card  was  sent  first  class  and  required 
$2.70  in  postage. 


Patriotic  Matinee  ior  Kids 

Philadelphia — ^Ray  Meyer  of  the  Up- 
town prepared  a Patriotic  Matinee,  using 
several  appropriate  shorts,  for  his  Satur- 
day kiddie  patrons.  Patriotic  buttons  as 
giveaways  enhanced  the  show. 

ft  

; Hail  Hallowe'en  : 

vs  J 

A grinning  jack-o-lantern,  cut  out  of  a 
pumpkin,  real  or  compo-board;  a stack 
of  corn  stalks,  some  of  them  spread  on  the 
floor,  and  perhaps  a few  boards  to  simu- 
late an  old  farm  fence,  will  make  a 
corner  of  your  lobby  a good  salesman  for 
a Hallowe’en  show.  Spotlight  it  in  orange. 
Hallowe’en’s  Thursday,  October  31. 

A mystery  surrounded  by  a batch  of 
comedy  shorts  should  enable  you  to  an- 
nounce a Spook-Comedy  show.  If  you  can 
promote  some  apple  cider  to  let  patrons 
sample  in  the  lobby,  so  much  to  the  good. 

Set  aside  a cash  prize  and  several  guest 
tickets  for  the  best  costume,  and  let 
everyone  who  comes  in  costume  appear  on 
the  stage,  coming  to  the  fore  one  by  one, 
letting  audience  applause  determine  the 
winning  costume. 

A marquee  decorated  in  the  traditional 
orange  and  black,  with  valances  or  pen- 
nants, heralds  on  orange  colored  stock, 
black-cat  cutouts  on  telephone  posts,  and 
a witch  (broomstick  and  all)  placarded 
with  title  and  playdate,  as  street  bally- 
hoo, should  bring  the  pranksters  into  your 
theatre. — IML. 


"Happiness  Week"  a 
Promolion  Avenue 


Columbus,  Ohio — An  idea  that  may  be 
tried  with  profit  by  most  exhibitors  is 
relayed  by  Johnnie  Barcroft,  director  of 
publicity  for  the  RKO  Palace. 

Barcroft  followed  a series  of  presenta- 
tions that  leaned  to  the  heavy  side,  with 
the  booking  of  comedies  and  related  light- 
er fare,  which  he  sold  to  the  public  in 
the  guise  of  a “Happiness  Week.” 

“Happiness  Week”  was  publicized  by 
extra  ads  in  all  papers,  several  feature 
stories,  and  mention  by  a columnist. 

Tack  cards  with  a chap  laughing  broad- 
ly and  loudly,  and  with  copy  “It’s  Happi- 
ness Week”  were  used  on  downtown  tele- 
phone poles  and  tacked  around  in  the 
neighborhoods.  Store  windows  and  ads 
also  carried  this  copy,  as  did  lobby  blow- 
ups and  front  material. 

For  street  ballyhoo,  three  clowns,  in 
makeup,  circused  about  town,  carrying 
umbrellas,  walking  on  their  hands,  play- 
ing baseball  and  leap-frog,  and  perform- 
ing similar  antics.  The  clowns  were  pla- 
carded: “Laugh  yourself  silly — it’s  Happi- 
ness Week  at  the  Palace — see  ‘My  Love 
Came  Back.’  ” 

Happiness  Week  fountain  specials  were 
featured  at  the  ten-cent  stores. 


Sunday  Midnight  Shows 

Hanover,  Pa. — Special  Sunday  midnight 
shows  have  proved  gross-getters  for 
Charlie  Moyer  of  the  State.  Currently 
Moyer  is  selling  “Girls  of  the  Road”  by 
contacting  all  young  people’s  clubs;  mak- 
ing special  announcements  from  the  stage, 
and  using  the  phone  directory  to  contact 
the  town. 


Lobby  Display  Heralds 
Season  s Attractions 


New  Haven — John  Hesse,  manager,  and 
James  Landino,  student  assistant,  at  the 
Roger  Sherman  here,  have  constructed  an 
animated  overhead  lobby  board  for  the 
winter  season. 

Copy  proclaims  the  Roger  Sherman  as 
“bombarding  New  Haven  with  new  season 
hits.”  Background  is  a 54-foot  sea-and- 
cloud-effect  background  of  beaver  board, 
painted  in  water  color,  with  red  bomb- 
bursting effect,  each  bomb-burst  contain- 
ing the  name  of  a coming  attraction. 
Plashes  accentuate  these  bomb-bursts. 
Front  view  of  a 9-foot  battleship,  made 
of  beaver  board,  occupies  the  center  of 
the  board,  and  tosses  on  the  waves  with 
the  aid  of  a motor.  Clouds  behind  are  14 
feet  high. 

ft  0 

: To  Get  Libraries  : 

V!-  — J 

New  York — When  you’re  after  library 
tieups,  take  these  facts  along: 

The  New  York  public  library  recently 
made  public  the  results  of  a survey  under- 
taken before  and  after  the  release  of 
“Gone  With  the  Wind,”  as  follows: 

Before  the  picture  was  released  the  main 
library  and  its  branches  had  480  copies  of 
the  book  in  circulation.  After  the  picture 
opened  160  more  copies  were  purchased  to 
meet  the  demand.  Between  the  opening 
date  and  eight  months  later  (December 
1939 — August  1940)  2,501  new  reservations 
were  made. 

This  was  admitted  a “remarkable”  figure 
by  the  library’s  chief  of  circulation,  Frank- 
lin P.  Hopper,  and  as  “an  indication  of 
the  influence  the  film  has  on  the  book.” 

These  statistics  ought  to  convince  the 
bookstore  or  circulating  library  that  it 
stands  to  gain  by  wholehearted  coopera- 
tion. 


They  Ride  in  ior  Show — 

Manager  Wally  Furnas  of  the  Browny  at  Brownshurg,  Bid.,  broke  house 
records  for  a Friday -Saturday  show  with  his  tieup  with  a local  riding  ranch 
for  the  showing  of  “Rancho  Grande.”  The  cowboys  and  cowgirls  rode  their 
horses  to  the  theatre  and  tied  them  to  a hitching  rack  in  front  of  the  house 
while  attending  the  show.  Furnas  also  admitted  free  all  kids  in  the  county 
who  wore  Indian  and  cowboy  suits. 
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Skott  SuL^iact 


Acquitted  by  the  Sea 

20th  Century-Fox  10  Mins. 

(Believe  It  or  Not) 

Robert  Ripley  and  his  well-known  trade 
mark  appear  here  in  a compactly  per- 
formed, snappily  directed  adaptation  of 
one  of  his  curios.  The  plot  concerns  a 
young  bank  teller  who  is  jailed  for  the 
disappearance  of  $43,000  from  his  cage. 
He  gets  10  years.  When  released  he  is 
urged  to  seek  a new  start.  In  London 
and  destitute,  he  is  picked  up  by  the  po- 
lice and  deported  on  the  ill-fated  Titanic. 
While  the  ship  is  sinking,  the  real  crook 
turns  up  and  confesses.  The  survivors 
later  testify  and  our  hero  is  absolved  and 
awarded  $43,000  for  his  imjust  imprison- 
ment and  tribulations.  It’s  really  in  the 
archives.  A good  deal  of  ground  is  cov- 
ered in  the  one  reel,  skillfully  and  inter- 
estingly. 


Tangled  Television 

Columbia  (Color  Rhapsody)  IVzMms. 

First-rate  cartoon  entertainment  is  the 
order  here.  In  Technicolor  and  with 
tongue-in-cheek,  the  action  burlesques 
the  arrival  of  television.  A trio  of  be- 
whiskered  scientists  who  resemble  The 
Three  Stooges  present  their  invention 
which,  after  first  laying  eggs,  shows  the 
television  dream  girl  who  is  lost  when 
there  is  distortion  and  India  with  a na- 
tive selling  programs.  Then  the  Sphinx 
speaks  in  Egypt,  like  Winchell;  a couple 
of  mummies  sing  “Cornin’  Round  the 
Mountain.’’  The  performance  closes  in 
Venice.  It  holds  up  from  start  to  finish. 


How  Wet  Was  My  Ocean 

20th  Century -Fox  (Terry-Toon)  1 Mins. 

A Technicolor  pig  frolics  on  the  beach, 
plays  tag  with  the  surf,  annoys  a cat  that 
is  fishing,  performs  cowardly  on  a high 
diving  board  and  at  length  is  taken  for 
a ride  by  an  air  mattress  that  has  a leak. 
Later  yet  he  winds  up  on  the  beach  once 
more,  cooking  a fish  under  an  overturned 
rowboat  to  the  consternation  of  the  still 
fishing  cat.  It  all  depends  on  the  patrons’ 
sense  of  humor. 


Bowling  lor  Strikes 

20th  Century-Fox  10  Mins. 

Everybody  is  doing  it,  so  everybody  will 
be  interested  in  seeing  his  prototype  doing 
it  on  the  screen — bowling — expertly,  trick- 
ily, slow  and  fast.  A fellow  named  Fal- 
caro  has  the  featured  spot  and  performs 
in  such  a manner  that  Ed  Thorgersen  on 
the  sound  track  grows  very  enthusiastic 
as  he  narrates.  It’s  a fine  sporting  sub- 
ject with  well-photographed  action  to  keep 
interest  continuously  focused  on  the  ball 
and  pins.  Worthwhile. 


Floating  Elephants 

Columbia  (Cinescope  Release)  9 Mins. 

England’s  balloon  barrage  and  the  men 
who  raise  and  lower  the  gas  bags  are 
documented  in  this  reel.  It  was  probably 
made  in  England  near  the  Firth  of  Forth, 
for  the  famous  bridge  is  in  evidence.  In 
addition,  the  footage  shows  a Nazi  raid, 
speeding  planes  and  the  training  of  the 
balloon  corps  personnel.  Quite  timely  and 
should  be  played  to  that  tune. 


Midget  Motor  Mania 

20th  Century-Fox  10  Mins. 

The  10  minutes  of  highly  distilled  in- 
terest and  thrills  offered  in  this  short 
should  keep  many  a patron's  jaw 
hanging  open.  Starting  off  with  minia- 
ture models  that  are  minor-scale  work- 
ing replicas  of  the  real  thing,  it  goes 
on  to  show  youngsters  driving  small 
racing  cars,  then  midget  cars  tear 
around  and  across  the  screen,  conclud- 
ing with  still  larger  racing  cars  that 
provide  gasp  material  when  they  spill, 
crash  and  run  wild,  spilling  their 
drivers  over  and  outside  the  track  and 
into  the  crowd.  Additionally,  it's  in- 
formative; the  narrator  tells  all  about 
model  racing  clubs,  details  about  car 
and  engine  construction.  This  sort  of 
thing  comes  along  rarely,  but  when  it 
does,  audiences  will  love  it. 


Power  and  the  Land 

RKO  36  Mins. 

The  work  of  the  Rural  Electrification 
Administration  since  1935  in  its  endeavor 
to  bring  cheap  electrical  power  to  farm- 
ers, and  the  benefits  to  people  who  today 
are  without  electricity  is  the  subject  of  this 
documentary  film.  The  old  and  the  new 
are  deftly  reported  in  the  direction  of 
Joris  Ivens  who  wUl  be  remembered  for 
other  documentary  films.  This  film  de- 
serves playing  time  in  the  smaller  com- 
munities where  its  message  probably  will 
be  welcomed.  In  another  sense  it  casts 
potent  facts  upon  the  present  presidential 
and  political  campaigns.  Release  has  not 
yet  been  set.  The  film  will  be  distributed 
to  exhibitors  free. 


Touchdown  Demons 

20th  Century-Fox  (Terry-Toon)  7 Mins. 

Mice  and  cats  have  it  out  on  the  foot- 
ball gridiron  with  all  sorts  of  wild  anima- 
tion tricks  to  help  the  former  when  the 
going  is  tough.  The  insertions  of  humor, 
aside  from  the  action,  will  provoke  laugh- 
ter. Fair  stuff,  appropriate  at  the  mo- 
ment. 


Schoolboy  Dreams 

Columbia  (1707)  9 Mins. 

(Phantasy  Cartoon) 

Scrappy  becomes  enamoured  of  his  new 
teacher.  So  does  the  worm  in  the  apple 
he  gives  her.  Between  the  two,  they  are 
responsible  for  neatly  contrived  anima- 
tion that  should  tickle  the  younger  fancies. 


Britain's  R.  A,  F. 

RKO  18  Mins. 

(March  of  Time,  Vol.  7,  No.  2) 

What  has  proved  to  be  a vital  factor  in 
the  defense  of  England,  The  Royal  Air 
Force,  its  men  and  machines,  is  the  timely 
topic  under  discussion  in  this  issue.  The 
series  still  maintains  a high  batting  aver- 
age. The  editors  bat  out  a subject  that 
easily  links  with  the  current  stream  of 
newspaper  headlines.  Herein  is  reported 
documentarily  and  dramatically  how  Brit- 
ish flyers  are  trained,  how  they  operate, 
how  they  fight  and  how  they  fly.  The 
photography  presents  fine  aerial  scenes 
against  cloud  banks,  planes  diving,  views 
from  the  bomb  bay,  attacks  and  bombard- 
ments. It’s  a neat  bit  of  reporting  on  how 
well  they  are  doing  over  Dover. 


The  Spook  Speaks 

Columbia  (Buster  Keaton)  18  Mins. 

Tried  and  tested  elements  of  scare  com- 
edy have  gone  into  the  script  of  this  item. 
The  scenario  that  emerges  is  sure-fire  en- 
tertainment for  the  general  audience. 
Buster  Keaton  has  a job  of  caretaker  in 
an  absent  magician’s  house  where  all  man- 
ner of  eerie  equipment  is  given  a work- 
out. An  assortment  of  queer  people  pa- 
rade through  the  various  rooms.  There 
is  also  a real  penguin  that  roUer  skates 
and  hits  the  Little  Brown  Jug  for  spirit 
(100  proof)  strength.  So  does  Keaton. 
The  sound  effects  department  did  a cred- 
itable job.  Keaton  touches  are  in  profuse 
evidence.  It’s  fast-moving  comedy  with 
plenty  of  hangup  and  horrendous  com- 
edy moments.  Worthwhile. 


The  Volunteer  Worker 

Disney-RKO  (In  Technicolor)  3 Mins. 

Walt  Disney  contributes  this  production 
to  the  Community  Chests  and  Councils, 
Inc.  drive.  It  features  Donald  Duck  in 
the  title  role.  He  goes  from  house  to 
house  soliciting  fimds.  All  day  he  makes 
the  rounds  and  his  net  result  at  sundown 
is  a pair  of  tired  feet.  He  sits  on  a curb- 
stone quite  forlorn.  A hearty  ditchdigger 
sees  his  plight  and  asks  what  is  the  dif- 
ficulty. Donald  tells  him.  The  laborer 
gives  him  a few  dollars  and  Donald  for 
once  fades  out  to  a happy  ending.  It  may 
be  booked  free  upon  application  to  the 
local  Community  Chest  office. 


Farmer  Tom  Thumb 

Columbia  (2151)  (Fable  Cartoon)  6 Mins. 

The  Tom  Thumb  theme  is  cleverly  han- 
dled with  smart  touches  of  animated  in- 
vention and  should  please  in  any  situ- 
ation. Tom  comes  to  the  rescue  of  his 
parents  by  sending  for  mail-order  vita- 
mins which  revive  and  rejuvenate  his 
father’s  livestock  and  drooping  crop. 


Master  of  the  Cue 

Columbia  (2801)  (Sport  Reel)  9^2  Mins. 

Willie  Hoppe,  champion  billiard  player, 
performs  in  the  midst  of  a number  of 
pretty  misses  in  this  reel.  His  trick  shots 
are  internationally  familiar  and  are 
shown  interestingly.  A few  pointers  on 
the  requisites  of  the  game  are  given.  The 
subject  has  been  done  before,  but  a good 
thing  is  worth  repeating. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  SELLING  THE  PICTURE 
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Releases  of  1939-40  for  a five-month  period.  Production  number  follows  title.  Running  time  in  parenthesis.  National  release 
date  at  end  of  title  line.  Synibol  O indicates  a BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Award  Winner.  Symbol  © indicates  color  photog- 
raphy. This  department  makes  no  attempt  at  evaluation  of  picture  quality,  but  merely  presents  a thumbnail  synopsis. 


Columbia 

Angfels  Over  Broadway.  .1009.  . (79) Sept.  30 

Drama.  The  human  side  of  the  heart  of  New 
York.  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  Rita  Hayworth. 
Director:  Ben  Hecht. 

Before  I Hang.  .1024.  . (63) Sept.  17 

Melodrama.  An  elderly  scientist  discovers  a 
way  to  cure  old  age,  but  when  he  innoculates 
himself  he  becomes  a murderer  and  is  shot. 
Boris  Karloff,  Evelyn  Keyes.  Director:  Nick 
Grinde. 

Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble.  .1012. . (66) . .July  25 
Comedy.  The  Bumsteads,  installed  in  an  estate 
of  which  Dagwood’s  boss  is  executor,  soon  get 
around  to  believing  the  place  haunted.  Penny 
Singleton,  Arthur  Lake,  Larry  Simms.  Director: 
Frank  R.  Strayer. 

Durango  Kid . . 2201 . . (57)  Aug.  15 

Western.  The  Kid  helps  the  homesteaders 
against  the  crooks.  Charles  Starrett,  Luana 
Walters.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 

Five  Little  Peppers  in  Trouble.  .1022.  . (65) . .Sept.  1 
Comedy.  Edith  Fellows,  Dorothy  Ann  Seese. 
Snobbishness  at  a private  school  gets  the  Peppers 
into  trouble,  but  they  and  their  friend.  Jasper, 
get  set  for  schooling  in  Europe.  Director: 
Charles  Barton. 

Fugitive  From  a Prison  Camp.  .2032.  . (59)  . .Sept.  5 
Melodrama.  Trying  to  straighten  his  fiancee’s 
brother  gets  a young  man  involved,  but  a hu- 
manitarian peace  officer  straightens  matters. 
Jack  Holt,  Marian  Marsh.  Director:  Lewis  D. 
Collins. 

Girls  of  the  Road ..  1037 ..  (61) June  20 

Drama.  The  governor’s  daughter,  by  becoming 
a girl  hobo,  persuades  her  father  to  achieve  es- 
tablishment of  a camp  for  these  wanderers. 
Ann  Dvorak.  Helen  Mack,  Lola  Lane.  Director: 
Nick  Grinde. 

Glamour  for  Sale.  .1040.  .(.  .) Sept.  27 

Melodrama.  His  date  from  an  escort  bureau 
aids  an  undercover  agent  to  trap  and  end  a 
blackmailing  group’s  function.  Anita  Louise, 
Roger  Pryor.  Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

He  Stayed  for  Breakfast.  .1006.  . (87) Aug.  22 

Comedy.  A guy  who  imagines  himself  a Red 
hides  in  the  apartment  of  a banker’s  wife  who 
is  divorcing  her  husband.  He  sets  about  teach- 
ing her  his  brand  of  radicalism  but  instead 
learns  hers.  Loretta  Young,  Melvyn  Douglas. 
Director:  Alexander  Hall. 

Howards  of  Virginia,  The.  .1001.  . (112) ...  .Sept.  19 
Drama.  A drama  of  colonial  America  and  the 
events  that  led  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  as 
experienced  by  a pioneering  family.  Cary  Grant, 
Martha  Scott,  Richard  Carlson.  Director:  Frank 
Lloyd. 

I Married  Adventure.  .1110. . (75) July  24 

Adventure.  Twelve  years  of  big  game  exploring 
with  the  camera  as  done  by  the  Martin  John- 
sons. 

Lady  in  Question,  Tlie.  .1008.  . (76) Aug.  7 

Drama.  A juror  who  helped  acquit  a girl  ac- 
cused of  murder,  proves  her  innocent  when  his 
son  falls  in  love  with  her.  Brian  Aherne,  Rita 
Hayworth,  Irene  Rich.  Director:  Charles  Vidor. 

Mad  Men  of  Europe.  . (A) . .1112.  . (73) June  3 

Drama.  Parachutists  and  bombers  drive  on  Eng- 
land after  a foreign  agent  ingratiates  himself 
into  an  English  home.  Edmund  Gwenn.  Mary 
Maguire.  Director:  Albert  De  Courville. 

Military  Academy.  .1038.  . (66) July  18 

Melodrama.  A youngster  in  a military  school 
overcomes  the  fact  he  is  the  son  of  a gangster. 
Tommy  Kelly,  Jackie  Searl,  David  Holt.  Direc- 
tor: D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Nobody’s  Children.  .2030.  - (.  .)  Oct.  17 

Drama.  A crippled  orphan  is  adopted  by  a 
girl  who  herself  once  was  so  afflicted,  and  has 
her  cured.  Edith  Fellows,  Billy  Lee,  Lois  Wil- 
son. Director:  Charles  Barton. 

Out  West  With  the  Peppers.  .1021.  . (61)  . . . .June  30 
Comedy-Drama.  An  uncle  with  whom  the  five 
little  Peppers  are  staying  overcomes  hi.s  dislike 
of  them  when  he  rescues  them  from  a raft. 
Edith  Fellows,  Victor  Kilian,  Dorothy  Peterson. 
Director:  Charles  Barton. 

Passport  to  Alcatraz.  .1028.  . (60) June  6 

Melodrama.  Special  investigator  tracks  down 
enemy  aliens  who  sabotage  munitions  plants. 
Jack  Holt,  Noah  Beery  jr.  Director:  Lewis  D. 
Collins. 


Prairie  Schooners . . 2209 ..(..)  Sept.  30 

Western.  A greedy  money-lender  is  foiled  when 
he  sets  Indians  on  the  trail  of  the  farmers  who 
forsake  his  land.  Bill  Elliott,  Evelyn  Young, 
Kenneth  Harlan.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

Return  of  Wild  Bill.  .1214.  . (61) - June  29 

Western.  A cowboy  comes  home  in  time  to  rid 
the  county  of  a gang  of  vigilantes  who  execute 
justice  to  their  own  ends.  Bill  Elliott,  Iguana 
Walters.  Director:  Joseph  H.  Lewis. 

Secret  Seven,  The.  .1039.  . (62) Aug.  15 

Melodrama.  Scientists  convince  a police  chief, 
through  his  daughter,  to  use  their  methods  in 
tracking  down  crime.  Florence  Rice,  Bruce 
Bennett,  Barton  MacLane.  Director:  James 
Moore. 

So  You  Won’t  Talk.  .2018.  . (67) Oct.  3 

Comedy  Drama.  A mild  book  reviewer  finds  he 
is  a double  for  a vicious  killer.  Joe  E.  Brown, 
Frances  Robinson,  Vivienne  Osborne.  Director: 
Edward  Sedgwick. 

Texas  Stagecoach.  .9206.  . (59)  June  6 

Western.  Friendly  rivals  in  the  stagecoach 
business  are  saved  from  being  victimized  by  an 
unscrupulous  banker.  Charles  Starrett,  Iris 
Mered.th.  Director:  Joseph  Lewis. 

First  National 

^^AU  This,  and  Heaven  Too.  ,454.  . (143) ..  July  13 
Drama.  A spiritual  love  is  victimized  by  jealousy 
but  is  not  overcome  even  by  death-  Bette  Davis, 
Charles  Boyer.  Director:  Anatole  Litvak. 

Father  Is  a Prince.  .569. .(.. ) Oct.  12 

Comedy.  A crabbing  father  who  drives  away 
his  daughter’s  suitor,  reforms  when  his  wife  is 
taken  ill,  and  his  daughter  becomes  reunited 
with  her  beau.  Grant  Mitchell,  Nana  Bryant, 
Jane  Clayton.  Director:  Noel  Smith. 

Fugitive  From  Justice.  .473. . (53) June  15 

Melodrama.  The  company  which  has  insured  a 
man  for  a million  dollars  finds  him  a safe 
place  when  his  life  is  threatened  by  gangsters. 
Roger  Pryor,  Lucille  Fairbanks.  Director:  Terry 
Morse. 

Ladies  Must  Live.  .474.  . (58) July  27 

Comedy-Romance.  A newly  rich  country  lad 
falls  for  a night  club  singer  who  proves  to  be 
no  gold  digger  as  the  country  boy’s  friend  at 
first  suspected.  Wayne  Morris,  Rosemary  Lane. 
Director:  Noel  Smith. 

Man  Who  Talked  Too  Much.  .467.  . (75) July  6 

Drama.  A criminal  lawyer  gains  a confession 
from  a crook  which  saves  his  brother  from  a 
murder  charge.  George  Brent,  Virginia  Bruce. 
Director:  Vincent  Sherman. 

Murder  in  the  Air.  .472 ..  (55) June  2 

Spy  Melodrama.  A G-man  thwarts  a foreign 
ring  from  obtaining  a device  that  is  able  to 
halt  machines  in  motion.  Ronald  Reagan,  Lya 
Lys.  Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

No  Time  for  Comedy.  .554.  . (92) Sept.  14 

Comedy.  A writer  of  successful  Broadway  com- 
edies is  persuaded  by  a millionaire’s  wife  to 
write  a play  with  a me.ssage  for  the  world.  It 
flops,  and  he  returns  to  his  wife,  who  stars  in 
his  comedies.  James  Stewart,  Rosalind  Russell, 


Genevieve  Tobin,  Charlie  Ruggles.  Director: 
William  Keighley. 

They  Drive  by  Night.  .460.  . (93) Aug.  3 


Melodrama.  Lives,  loves  and  adventures  of  truck 
drivers.  George  Raft.  Ann  Sheridan,  Ida  Im- 
pino.  Director:  Raoul  Walsh. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Andy  Hardy  Meets  Debutante ..  43 . . (87) Jul.v  .5 

Comedy.  Andy  manages  to  get  his  picture  taken 
with  a debutante  after  he  had  told  his  friends 
they  were  in  love.  Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone. 
Judy  Garland.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 


Boom  Town.  .48. . (116) Aug.  30 

Drama.  Lives,  loves  and  fights  of  oil  men. 
Clark  Gable,  Spencer  Tracy,  Claudette  Colbert, 
Hedy  Lamarr.  Director:  Jack  Conway. 

Captain  Is  a I.,ady.  .42.  . (65)  June  21 


(Comedy  Drama.  A retired  sea  captain,  only  male 
inmate  of  an  old  ladies’  home,  is  helped  by  them 
to  regain  his  ship.  Charles  Coburn,  Virginia 
Grey,  Billie  Burke.  Director:  Robert  S.  Sinclair. 

Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home..  (78)  Sept.  6 

Drama.  The  need  for  socialized  medicine  is 
brought  to  the  fore  in  this  one.  Lew  Ayres, 
Lionel  Barrymore.  Director:  Harold  S.  Bucquet. 


Dulcy.  .106.  .(64)  Oct.  4 

Comedy.  Addicted  to  straightening  out  the  af- 
fairs of  others,  the  daughter  of  a wealthy  fam- 
ily discovers  an  inventor  and  finally  gets  him 
the  right  kind  of  backing.  Ann  Sothern,  Ian 
Hunter,  Roland  Young,  Billie  Burke.  Director: 
S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

Gold  Rush.  Maisie . . 47 . . (82) . . . . ., July  26 

Comedy  Drama.  The  wise-cracking,  soft-hearted 
showgirl  finds  land  for  a family  of  migrant 


crop-pickers  after  participating  in  a gold  strike 
that  doesn’t  pan  out.  Ann  Sothern,  Lee  Bow- 
man, Virginia  Weidler.  Director:  Edwin  L. 
Marin. 

Golden  Fleecing,  The.  .49.  . (69)  Aug.  16 


Comedy.  An  insurance  man  finds  his  biggest 
account  has  a price  on  his  head,  and  to  keep 
his  job,  must  protect  him.  Lew  Ayres,  Rita 
Johnson.  Lloyd  Nolan.  Director:  Leslie  Fenton. 

Haunted  Honeymoon.  .104.  . (82)  Sept.  20 

Mystery  Comedy.  An  amateur  detective  who 
has  promised  his  bride  to  quit  sleuthing,  is 
forced  to  a man-hunt  when  the  owner  of  the 
house  he  has  moved  into  is  found  murdered. 
Robert  Montgomery,  Constance  Cummings.  Di- 
rector: Arthur  B.  Woods. 

I Love  You  Again.  .50.  . (99)  Aug.  9 

Comedy  Dra.ma.  A blow  on  the  head  changes  a 
leading  citizen  into  the  confidence  man  he  once 
was,  but  his  wife,  who  was  about  to  divorce 
him,  now  finds  him  fascinating.  William  Powell, 
Myrna  Loy,  Frank  McHugh.  Director:  W,  S. 
Van  Dyke  II. 

l^^Mortal  Storm,  The.  .41.  . (99) June  14 

Drama.  Clouds  gather  over  a German  family 
when  the  Nazis  rise  to  power,  and  their  life 
is  disrupted.  Margaret  Sullavan,  James  Stew- 
art, Robert  Young.  Director:  Frank  Borzage. 

New  Moon.  .31.  . (105)  - June  28 

Operetta.  Romance  and  music  in  colonial  New 
Orleans.  Jeanette  MacDonald,  Nelson  Eddy.  Di- 
rector: Robert  Z.  Leonard. 

QPride  and  Prejudice.  .46.  - (118) Aug.  2 

Costume  Comedy,  The  connivances  of  a mother 
to  get  her  five  daughters  married  off.  Greer 
Garson,  Laurence  Olivier,  Mary  Boland,  Maureen 
O’Sullivan,  Edna  May  Oliver.  Director:  Robert  Z. 
Leonard. 

Sky  Murder.  .105.  . (72)  Sept.  27 

Melodrama.  Nick  Carter  takes  on  an  entire 
fifth  column,  wdth  the  “columnists”  finishing 
second.  Walter  Pidgeon,  Donald  Meek,  Karen 
Verne.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Sporting  Blood.  .44.  .(80)  July  12 

Drama.  Love  and  a horse  race  dissolve  a feud 
between  two  families.  Robert  Young,  Maureen 
O’Sullivan.  Director:  S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

Strike  Up  the  Band ..  103 ..  (115) Sept.  27 

Musical  Drama.  High  school  musicians  raise 
funds  to  enter  a band  contest,  but  turn  over  the 
treasury  to  one  of  the  band  who  needs  it  for 
medical  care.  Mickey  Rooney,  Judy  Garland, 
June  Preisser,  Paul  Whiteman.  Director:  Busby 
Berkeley. 

Susan  and  God,  .39.  . (115)  June  7 

Drama.  A frivolous  woman,  who  adopts  re- 
ligion as  a fad,  finds  it  stands  her  in  good 
stead  when  she  has  to  face  a crisis  in  her  own 
life.  Joan  Crawford,  Fredric  March.  Director: 
George  Cukor. 

Third  Finger,  Left  Hand.  .107.  . (92) Oct.  11 

Comedy.  A woman  editor  poses  as  married;  an 
artist  discovers  the  setup  and  poses  as  her  hus- 
band. She  then  insists  upon  marrying  him  to 
divorce  him,  but  falls  in  love.  Myrna  Loy, 
Melvyn  Douglas.  Director:  Robert  Z.  Leonard. 


We  Who  Are  Young.  .45,.  ..(79)  ..  (A) Jul.v  19 

Drama.  Struggles  of  a young  couple,  whose  mar- 
riage discovered,  costs  the  girl  her  job.  Lana 
Turner,  John  Shelton.  Director:  Harold  S. 
Bucquet. 

Wyoming.  .102.  . (85)  .Sept.  13 


Western.  A tobacco-chawin’  Robin  Hood  of  the 
plains  and  his  adventures  among  cowboys, 
Indians,  bandits,  stage-coach  stickups,  rustlers 
and  soldiers.  Wallace  Beery,  Leo  Carrillo,  Ann 
Rutherford.  Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 

Monogram 

Ape,  The . . 4001 ..(..)  Sept.  30 

Melodrama.  A serum  for  paralysis  works  at  the 
moment  when  his  girl  patient  sees  the  doctor 
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shot  because  mistaken  for  an  ape  in  whose  skin 
he  was  disguised  while  seeking  more  liquid  for 
the  cure.  Boris  Karloff,  Gertrude  Hoffman. 
Director:  William  Nigh. 

Arizona  Frontier.  .39.58.  . (5-5) Aug.  19 

Western.  The  adopted  son  of  an  Indian  chief 
returns  to  the  prairies  to  aid  in  the  solution 
of  a series  of  crimes.  Tex  Ritter.  Director: 
A1  Herman. 

Boys  of  the  City.  .4020.  . (63) July  15 

Melodrama.  Headed  for  camp,  the  East  Side 
Kids,  take  refuge  in  a haunted  chateau  during  a 
storm  and  find  there  a murdered  man  and  a 
girl,  bound  and  gagged.  They  postpone  vacation 
to  solve  the  mystery.  Bobby  Jordan,  Leo  Gorcey, 
Dave  O’Brien.  Director:  Joe  Lewis. 

Chamber  of  Horrors.  .3909.  . (A)  . .,(83) Aug.l2 

Melodrama.  A detective  helps  an  heiress  locate 
the  fortune  left  her  after  tracking  down  the 
criminals  who  would  block  her.  Leslie  Banks, 
Lilli  Palmer.  Director:  Norman  Lee. 

Doomed  to  Die . . 3908 . . (67)  Aug.  5 

Mystery-Melodrama.  Several  other  murders  im- 
pel the  sleuth  to  release  his  original  suspect  and 
round  up  the  guilty  ones.  Boris  Karloff.  Grant 
Withers,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Director:  William 
Nigh. 

Drums  of  the  Desert.  .4022.  . (64) Oct.  7 

Melodrama.  Life,  love  and  adventure  in  the  For- 
eign Legion,  with  a modern  note  in  the  use  of 
parachutes  by  native  troops.  Ralph  Byrd, 
Lorna  Gray,  Mantan  Moreland.  Director:  George 


Waggner. 

Golden  Trail,  The . . 3956.  . (52)  July  3 

Western.  A gang  that  kills  miners  as  they  strike 
pay  dirt,  is  tracked  down.  Tex  Ritter.  Direc- 
tor: A1  Herman. 

Haunted  House.  ..3910. . (68) ...July  17 

Murder  Mystery.  An  office  boy  in  a small  town 
newspaper  office  proves  the  innocence  of  his 
friend,  charged  with  murder.  Jackie  Moran 
Marcia  Mae  Jones.  Christian  Rub.  Director:  Bob 
McGowan. 

l.ast  Alarm,  The.  . 3927  ..  (61) June  25 


Melodrama.  A retired  fireman  tracks  down  a 
dangerous  incendiary.  J.  Farrell  MacDonald, 
Warren  Hull,  Polly  Ann  Young.  Director:  Wil- 
liam West. 

Laughing  at  Danger.  .3913.  . (62)  Aug.  12 

Mystery  Drama.  Three  murders  in  a beauty 
parlor  set  a page-boy  and  general  handyman 
on  the  trail  to  capture  a gang  of  blackmailers. 
Frankie  Darro.  Manton  Moreland.  Director: 
Howard  Bretherton. 

OP  Swlmmin*  HoIe..(..)  Oct.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  A grandmother  fails  to  pull 
away  a youngster  from  his  widowed  mother, 
who  meanwhile  stands  a chance  to  marry  a 
doctor,  who  has  taken  a fancy  to  the  kid.  Jack 


Moran,  Marcia  Mae  Jones.  Director:  Robert  Mc- 
Gowan. 

On  the  Spot.  .3915.  .,(62) . .June  11 

Melodrama.  A soda-jerk  solves  a murder  when 
a wounded  gangster  staggers  into  his  store. 
Frankie  Darro,  Mantan  Moreland.  Director: 
Howard  Bretherton. 

Ornhans  of  the  North  . . 4924  ..  (57)  July  29 


Melodrama.  Adventures  in  the  far  north  where 
at  times  nature’s  harshness  makes  man  and 
beast  friends  in  their  own  Interest.  Bob  Web- 
ster, Mary  Joyce,  Ann  Henning. 

Queen  of  the  Yukon ..  3903 ..  (63) Aug.  26 

Melodrama.  Charles  Bickford.  Irene  Rich. 
Gambling-boat  queen  is  instrumental  in  saving 
the  claims  of  the  miners  from  a claim-jumping 
company,  and  at  the  same  time  finds  romance 
for  her  daughter  and  herself.  Director:  Phil 
Rosen. 

Rainbow  Over  the  Kiinge.  .3957.  . (.59) July  29 

Western.  A gang  of  horse  thieves  who  also  con- 
trol town  politics  are  cleaned  up.  Tex  Ritter, 
Dorothy  Fay.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Range  Busters ..  (.55)  .\ug.  12 

Western.  Bad  men  trying  to  get  the  heroine’s 
ranch  are  foiled  by  the  Range  Busters.  John 
King.  Ray  Corrigan,  Luana  Walters.  Director: 
Roy  Luby. 

That  Gang  of  Mine.  .4021 . . (62) Sept.  23 

Drama.  The  gang  help  one  of  their  number  to 
become  a jockey  by  training  a thoroughbred 
belonging  to  a darky.  The  jockey,  however, 
turns  yellow  and  loses  the  race,  but  later  lets 
another  ride  the  nag  to  victory.  Bobby  Jordan, 
Leo  Gorcey,  Clarence  Muse.  Director:  Joseph 
Lewis. 

Trailing  Double  Trouble.  . (58) Get.  7 

Western.  The  Range  Busters  foil  a villain  by 
hiding  the  infant  heir  to  lands  until  justice  is 
established.  Corrigan,  King  and  Terhune.  Di- 
rector: S.  Roy  Luby. 

TJp  in  the  Air.  . 3914.  . (61) Sept.  9 

Comedy  Mystery.  The  murder  of  a station’s 
star-singer  as  she  stands  before  the  microphone 
is  solved  by  a page  boy.  Frankie  Darro,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds.  Director:  Howard  Bretherton. 


AVho  Is  Guilty?  . . (73) Sept.  2 

Mystery  Drama.  Three  are  suspected  of  the 
murder  in  London  of  an  Italian  count  until  the 
real  killer  talks.  Ben  Lyon,  Syd  Walker.  Di- 
rector: Fred  Zelnik. 

AVihl  Horse  Range .. .3960.  . (51) .June  18 

Western.  Two  pals  escape  from  a gang  of  horse 
thieves  they  have  discovered  and  succeed  in 
corraling  the  culprits.  Jack  Randall,  Frank 
Yaconelli.  Director:  Raymond  K.  Johnson. 


Paramount 


Biscuit  Eater,  The . . 3931 . . (80) May  24 

Drama.  Story  of  a boy’s  love  for  his  dog.  Billy 
Lee,  Cordell  Hickman.  Director:  Stuart  Heisler. 
Cherokee  Strip.  .4005.  . (84)  Oct.  18 


Western.  The  story  of  a family  feud  against  a 
rugged  outdoor  background,  Richard  Dix,  Flor- 
ence Rice,  Victor  Jory.  Director:  Lesley  Selan- 
der. 

Coinin’  Round  the  Mountain.  .3944.  . (62) . . Aug.  16 
Comedy.  A string  of  situations  based  on  the 
idea  mountain  folk  hate  to  wear  shoes  and 
■would  rather  go  a-feudin’  than  eat.  Bob  Burns, 
Una  Merkel,  Jerry  Colonna.  Director:  George 
Archainbaud. 

Ghost  Breakers,  The ..  39.38  ..  (82) , June  21 

Mystery-Comedy.  Adventures  of  an  heiress  in 
an  allegedly  haunted  castle.  Bob  Hope.  Paulette 
Goddard.  Richard  Carlson.  Director:  George 
Marshall. 

Golden  Gloves.  .3942.  . (67) Aug.  2 

Melodrama.  A reporter  and  a promising  amateur 
expose  the  operation  of  a crooked  boxing  arena. 
Richard  Denning,  Jean  Cagney,  Robert  Paige. 
Director:  Edward  Dmytryk. 

Great  McGinty,  The . . 3945 . . (82)  Aug.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  A political  boss,  on  a whim, 
boosts  a bum  to  a state  governorship,  and  with 
even  greater  speed  topples  him  back  into  the 
hobo  ranks,  where  he  iiim.self  is  compelled  to 
follow.  Brian  Donlevy,  Akim  Tamiroff,  Muriel 
Angelu.s.  Director:  Preston  Sturges, 

Hidden  Gold  ..  3958  . . (61 ) June  7 

Western.  A gang  who  are  stealing  gold  from 
a mine  are  trapped,  IVilliam  Boyd.  Director: 
T.esley  Selander. 

I AA'ant  a Divorce.  .40O2-A ..  (97) Sept.  20 

Drama.  A young  lawyer,  against  his  wife’s 
wishes,  goes  in  for  the  divorce  trade,  realizing 
his  mistake  when  his  wife’s  sister  commits  sui- 
cide when  her  ex-husband  remarries.  Dick 
Powell.  Joan  Blondell,  Gloria  Dickson,  Conrad 
Nagel.  Director:  Frank  Butler. 

Aloon  Over  Burma  . . 4906 ..(..  ) Oct.  18 

Drama.  A dance  hall  girl,  brought  by  a jungle 
lumberman  to  his  camp,  helps  save  the  forest 
proi>erty  from  an  unscrupulous  competitor. 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Robert  Preston.  Preston  Fos- 
ter, Albert  Basserman.  Director:  Louis  King. 

Mystery  Sea  Raider.  .394.3.  . (75) Aug.  9 

Melodrama.  A boat  seized  by  foreign  agents, 
posing  as  export  businessmen,  and  used  as  a 
supply  ship  for  raiders,  is  regained  by  the 
captured  crew.  Henry  Wilcoxon,  Carole  Landis, 
Onslow  Stevens.  Director:  Edward  Dmytryk. 


Quarterback,  The..  (69)  Oct.  4 

Comedy  Drama.  Twins  at  college.  One  a serious 
bookworm,  the  other  a wizard  with  the  pig- 
skin. Wayne  Morris.  Virginia  Dale.  Director: 
H.  Bruce  Humberstone. 

(Ineen  of  the  Alob.  ,3939.  (61) .June  28 


Drama.  A mother  trains  three  of  her  sons  to 
become  outlaws;  the  fourth  becomes  an  attorney 
and  is  responsibe  for  the  gang’s  apprehension. 
Blanche  Yurka.  Ralph  Bellamy.  Director:  James 
Hogan. 

Rangers  of  Fortune ..  4003 ..  (90) Sept.  27 

Western.  A trio  of  soft-hearted,  hard-shelled 
adventurers  clean  out  villainy  from  a frontier 
town  of  the  wild  west,  Fred  MacMurray,  Gil- 
bert Roland,  Albert  Dekker.  Betty  Brewer.  Di- 
rector: Sam  Wood. 

Rhvthm  on  the  River.. (96)  Sept.  6 

Comedy  with  Music.  Ghost-writing  in  the  field 
of  music.  Bing  Crosby.  Mary  Martin,  Basil 
Rathbone,  Oscar  Levant.  Director:  Victor 
Schertzinger. 

Safari . . 3937 . . (81)  June  14 

Drama.  The  guest  on  a yachting  trip  falls  for 
a game  hunter  whom  she  finally  bags  despite 
the  opposition  of  her  host.  Madeleine  Carroll, 
Douglas  Fairbanks  jr..  Tullio  Carminati.  Di- 
rector: Edward  H.  Griffith. 

Stageciiach  AVar,  .3959.  . (61)  . . . July  12 

Western.  A battle  between  two  stagecoach  lines 
for  the  Wells-Fargo  franchise  occupies  Hoppy 
and  his  pals.  Bill  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden.  Di- 
rector: Lesley  Selander. 

CJUntamed.  .,3941.  . (8.3)  July  26 

Melodrama.  A society  doctor  who  flee.s  to  the 
far  north  to  sober  up  falls  in  love  with  the 
wife  of  a woodsman.  Ray  Milland,  Patricia 


Morison,  Akim  Tamiroff.  Director:  George 
Archainbaud. 

Way  of  All  Flesh.  .3940.  . (82) July  5 

Melodrama.  Years  after  a man  has  forsaken  his 
family  to  save  them  humiliation,  he  returns  to 
find  them  happy,  and  he  leaves,  without  dis- 
closing himself.  Akim  Tamiroff,  Gladys  George. 
Director:  Louis  King. 


Republic 

Carolina  Aloon.  .944.  . (65) July  15 

Western.  A cowboy  saves  several  southern  plan- 
tation owners  from  losing  their  homes.  Gene 
Autry,  Smiley  Burnette.  Director:  Frank  Mc- 
Donald. 

Carson  City  Kid.  .955.  . (57)  July  17 

Western.  Posing  as  a desperado,  the  hero  tracks 
down  the  murderer  of  his  brother.  Roy  Rogers, 
Bob  Steele.  Joe  Kane  directed. 

Colorado.  .051. . (57)  Sept.  15 

Western.  A Union  officer,  tracing  trouble  in 
the  west,  discovers  his  brother  responsible  for 
Indian  uprisings,  robberies  and  other  dirty  work. 
Roy  Rogers,  Pauline  Moore.  Director:  Joseph 
Kane. 

Ear!  of  Puddlestone,  The . . 924 . . (67) Sept.  6 

Comedy  Drama.  Complications  follow  the  “ar- 
ranged” inheritance  of  an  English  earldom,  when 
royalty  pays  a visit.  The  Gleasons.  Director: 
A1  Wilson. 

Frontier  A'engeance.  .073.  . (56)  Oct.  10 

Western.  A cowboy  helps  his  friend  win  a 
stagecoach  contract  over  some  cut-throats  when 
he  wins  the  necessary  race,  Don  Barry,  Betty 
Moran.  Director:  Nate  Watt. 

Girl  From  God’s  Country.  .904. . (71) July  30 

Melodrama.  Law  and  romance  overtake  a doc- 
tor who,  as  the  ministering  friend  of  settlers 
and  natives,  had  found  sanctuary  from  an  un- 
just murder  indictment  in  the  far  north.  Ches- 
ter Morris,  Jany  Wyatt,  Charles  Bickford.  Di- 
rector: Sidney  Salkow. 

Girl  From  Havana.  .017.  . (69) Sept,  11 

Melodrama.  Two  scrapping,  globe-trotting  oil 
men  and  a night  club  singer  get  mixed  in  Latin- 
American  politics,  Dennis  O’Keefe,  Claire  Carle- 
ton,  Victor  Jory,  Steffi  Duna.  Director:  Lew 
Landers. 

Grand  Ole  Opry.  .908.  . (67) June  25 

AA^estern.  A mayor  runs  for  governor,  outsmart- 
ing the  crooked  politician  who  was  bossing  the 
state.  Weaver  Bros.,  Elviry.  Director;  Frank 
McDonald. 

Hit  Parade  of  1941..  (..) Oct.  15 

Musical  Comedy.  A radio  sponsor  insists  her 
niece  sing,  A dead  mike  solves  that  problem 
while  able  singers  carry  on.  When  the  hoax  is 
discovered  the  sponsor,  pleased  by  business,  no 
longer  cares.  Kenny  Baker,  Frances  Langford, 
Hugh  Herbert,  Mary  Boland,  Director:  John 
Auer. 

Alelody  and  Aloonlight.  .095.  . (72) Oct.  11 

Musical  Comedy,  A rich  debutante,  anxious  for 
a career  as  an  entertainer,  poses  as  a dime-a- 
dance  girl,  and  teams  with  a hoofer,  both  achiev- 
ing success.  Johnny  Downs,  Vera  Vague,  Jerry 
Colonna.  Director:  Joseph  Santley, 

Oklahoma  Renegades.  .069.  . (57) Aug.  29 

Western.  Disabled  veterans  homesteading  a 
valley,  find  opposition  from  the  cattlemen. 
Three  Mesquiteers.  Director:  Nate  Watt. 

One  Alan’s  Law.  .992 ..  (57) June  29 

Western,  Two  wanderers  overcome  the  opposition 
in  a town  that  would  halt  a railroad  from  com- 
ing in.  Don  Barry.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Ranger  and  the  Lmly . . 956 . . (59) July  30 

AVestern.  A ranger  fights  racketeers  who  toll 
wagon  trains  on  the  Santa  Fe  trail.  Roy  Rogers, 
George  Hayes,  Jacqueline  Wells.  Director: 
Joseph  Kane. 

Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride.  . 543 ..  (65) Sept.  6 

AVestern.  The  heir  to  a packing  plant  foils  the 
opposition’s  combination  scheme  that  would  leave 
a number  of  employes  out.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley 
Burnette.  Director:  Frank  McDonald. 

Scatterbrain.  .909.  . (72)  July  20 

Comedy.  A hillbilly  songstress,  signed  up  for  a 
film  by  mistake,  proves  a sensation.  Judy  Ca- 
nova,  Alan  Mowbray.  Director:  Gus  Meins. 

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot.  .910.  . (70) Aug.  10 

Musical  Comedy.  A theatrical  agent’s  partner 
walks  out  with  the  funds  realized  in  a charity 
show,  leaving  his  partner  to  carry  on.  Ruth 
Terry.  Johnny  Downs,  Billy  Gilbert.  Director: 
Lew  Landers. 

Three  Faces  AVest.  .903.  . (81) Jub'  3 

Drama.  An  Austrian  surgeon  and  his  daughters 
aid  midwestern  farmers  in  their  fight  against 
dust  and  drought.  Charles  Coburn,  John  Wayne, 
Sigrid  Gurie.  Director:  Bernard  Vorhaus. 

Tulsa  Kid,  The . . 071 . . (57)  Aug.  16 

Western.  An  orphan  and  his  foster  father 
come  to  grips  with  guns  when  the  latter  is 
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found  in  league  with  crooks  swindling  the 
ranchholders.  Don  Barry,  Noah  Beery,  Luana 
■'^'alters.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Under  Texas  Skies.  . (57) Sept.  30 

Western.  A son  tracks  down  the  man  who  killed 
his  father,  after  at  first  hunting  the  wrong  man. 
Robert  Livingston,  Bob  Steele,  Rufe  Davis.  Di- 
rector: George  Sherman. 

Wagons  Westward.  .907.  . (70)  June  19 

Western.  A good  twin  sets  out  to  save  the 
family  name,  about  which  his  bad  counterpart 
cares  nothing.  Chester  Morris,  Buck  Jones. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Women  in  War.  .902.  . (70) June  6 

Melodrama.  Lives  of  nurses  behind  the  front 
line  trenches.  Elsie  Janis,  Wendy  Barrie,  Patric 
Knowles.  Director:  John  H.  Auer. 


RKO  Radio 

A Bill  of  Pivorcement.  .025. . (74) May  31 

Drama.  The  issues  precipitated  by  divorce  and 
hereditary  insanity  are  met  by  a refined  Eng- 
lish family.  Maureen  O’Hara,  Adolphe  Menjou. 
Fay  Bainter,  Herbert  Marshall.  Director:  John 
Farrow. 

Anne  of  Windy  Poplars .. 035 ..  (S5) June  28 

Drama.  A school  teacher  overcomes  obstacles 
in  a community  prejudiced  against  her.  Anne 
Shirley,  James  Ellison.  Director:  Jack  Hively. 

Cross  Country  Romance.  .039.  . (66)  . July  12 

Comedy-Drama.  A spoiled  runaway  heiress  hides 
in  the  trailer  of  a doctor  headed  for  China,  and 
they  fall  in  love.  Gene  Raymond,  Wendy  Bar- 


rie. Director:  Frank  Woodruff. 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance.  .046.  . (87) Aug.  30 

Comedy-Romance  with  Music.  Two  girls 


are  rivals  to  have  their  names  in  lights  and 
both  are  after  the  same  man.  Maureen  O’Hara. 
Lucille  Ball.  Ralph  Bellamy,  Maria  Ouspen- 
skaya.  Director:  Dorothy  Arzner. 

Dr.  Christian  Meets  the  Women . .036.  . (65)  . .July  5 
Comedy  Drama.  Dr.  Christian  works  to  restore 
health  to  the  city’s  women  who  flocked  to  a 
quack  diet  specialist.  Jean  Hersholt,  Dorothy 
Lovett,  Rod  La  Rocque.  Director:  William  Mc- 
Gann. 

Dreaming  Out  Loud.  .102.  . (71) Sept.  13 

Comedy  Drama.  Joint  proprietors  of  a small- 
town general  store  also  manage  the  commun- 
ity’s affairs.  Lum  ’n’  Abner,  Frances  Langford. 


Director:  Harold  Young. 

I’m  Still  Alive . . (70) Sept.  27 

Drama.  A Hollywood  star  in  pursuit  of  her 
stunt-man  husband,  who  in  turn  is  pursuing 
death.  Kent  Taylor,  Linda  Hayes.  Director: 
Irving  Reis. 

Laddie.  .107. . (69)  Oct.  18 


Melodrama.  A young  farmer  falls  in  love  with  a 
girl  arrived  from  England,  but  whose  father 
disapproves  of  those  in  the  working  class.  Tim 
Holt,  Virginia  Gilmore.  Director:  Jack  Hively. 

Lucky  Partners.  .038.  . (102)  Aug.  23 

Comedy.  An  artist  meets  a girl  with  whom  he 
shares  a sweepstakes  ticket;  they  win  and 
depart  on  an  “impersonal”  but  unconventional 
“honeymoon.”  Ronald  Colman.  Ginger  Rogers, 
Jack  Carson.  Director:  Lewds  Milestone. 

Men  Against  the  Sky.  . (74) Sept.  6 

Melodrama.  Behind-the-fence  activities  in  a 
modern  airplane  factory.  Richard  Dix,  Kent 
Taylor,  Edmund  Lowe.  Director:  Leslie  Good- 
wins. 

Millionaires  in  Prison.  .037.  . (63)'.  July  26 

Comedy  Drama.  A research  doctor,  in  for  man- 
slaughter, works  with  the  prison  doctor  to  dis- 
cover a cure  for  a rare  fever.  Lee  Tracy,  Linda 
Hayes.  Director:  Ray  McCarey. 

One  Crowded  Night.  .042 ..  (66) Aug.  9 

Melodrama.  An  escaped  convict-husband  hides 
in  the  desert  auto  court  of  his  wife’s  family  and 
gunplay  follows  until  matters  are  straightened. 
Billie  Seward,  Paul  Guilfoyle.  Director:  Irving 
Reis. 

Pop  Always  Pays.  .034.  . (66) .June  21 

Comedy-Drama.  An  irascible  father  gets  in  a 
jam  when  he  has  to  make  good  his  promise  of 
$1,000  to  his  daughter's  suitor  when  the  latter 
saves  an  equal  sum.  Leon  Errol,  Dennis  O’Keefe. 
Director:  Leslie  Goodwin. 

Prairie  Law.  .084.  . (59)  June  7 

Western.  A land  shark  gets  away  with  invad- 
ing ranchers  lands,  but  runs  into  trouble  when 
he  kills  the  friend  of  a hitherto  peaceful  on- 
looker. George  O’Brien,  Virginia  Vale.  Direc- 
tor: David  Howard. 

0Queen  of  Destiny.  .061.  . (95) Aug.  2 

Drama.  The  reign  of  Queen  Victoria.  Anna 
Neagle,  Anton  Walbrook.  Director:  Herbert 
Wilcox. 

Ramparts  We  Wateh,  The . . 171 . . (87) Aug.  16 

Propaganda.  Some  of  the  best  World  War 
scenes  re-enacted,  presented  as  an  argument 
for  keeping  out  of  war.  No  cast  credits. 

Saint  Takes  Over.  .033.  . (68) June  7 

Comedy  Melodrama.  The  Saint  goes  to  America 


to  solve  the  murders  of  which  his  friend  is 
wrongly  accused.  George  Sanders,  Wendy  Bar- 
rie. Director:  Jack  Hively. 

Stage  to  Chino ..  085.  . (59) July  26 

Western.  A postal  inspector  discovers  that  a 
rival  stage  line  owner  is  behind  the  bandits 
that  victimize  other  lines.  George  O’Brien,  Vir- 
ginia Vale.  Director:  Edward  Killy. 

They  Knew  What  They  Wanted.  .104.  . ( . .)  Sept.  27 
Melodrama.  A grape  grower  has  his  foreman 
write  a proposal  for  him,  but  suffers  an  acci- 
dent on  his  wedding  night.  His  bride-to-be 
nurses  him,  but  when  he  is  well  confesses  she 
is  to  be  the  mother  of  the  foreman’s  child. 
She  leaves,  to  return  if  wanted.  Carole  Lom- 
bard, Charles  Laughton,  William  Gargan.  Di- 
rector: Garson  Kanin. 

Tom  Brown’s  School  Days.  .029.  . (82) July  19 

Drama.  English  school  life  during  the  19th  cen- 
tury. James  I..ydon,  Freddie  Bartholomew,  Ced- 
ric Hardwicke.  Director:  Robert  Stevenson. 

Too  Many  Girls.  .106.  . ( ) Oct.  11 

Comedy.  Four  football  players  are  hired  to  keep 
tab  on  a madcap  co-ed  but  romance  sends  the 
scheme  into  dissolution.  Lucille  Ball,  Richard 
Carlson,  Ann  Miller.  Director:  George  Abbott. 

Triple  Justice ..(..)  Sept.  20 

Western.  A cattleman  sees  a bank  robbery,  pur- 
sues the  bandits,  but  is  chased  by  the  sheriff, 
secret  leader  of  the  gang,  who  sees  a chance  to 
unload  the  crime  on  the  cattleman  and  arrests 
him.  He  escapes  and  rounds  up  the  culprits. 
George  O’Brien,  Virginia  Vale.  Director:  David 
Howard. 

Villain  Still  Pursued  Her,  The . . 105 . . (65) Oct.  4 

Burlesque-Comedy.  A villain  wants  the  hero’s 
property.  He  gets  him  to  drinking  and  almost 
breaks  up  the  home  but  along  comes  a philan- 
thropist and  saves  them  all.  Hugh  Herbert,  Alan 
Mowbray,  Anita  Louise,  Richard  Cromwell.  Di- 
rector: Edward  F.  Cline. 

Wagon  Train ..(..)  Oct.  4 

Western.  Experiences  of  the  old-time  freighters 
who  were  the  lifeblood  of  the  colonists.  Tim 
Holt.  Director:  Edward  Killy. 

Wildcat  Bus.  .043.  . (63)  Aug.  23 

Melodrama.  A bankrupt  playboy,  refused  a job 
with  a bus  firm,  joins  crooks  who  operate 
against  the  firm.  In  the  nick  of  time  he  re- 
turns to  the  legal  way  of  doing  business.  Fay 
Wray,  Charles  Lang.  Director:  Frank  Wood- 
ruff. 


20th  Century-Fox 

Brigham  Young — Frontiersman.  .107.  . 

(114)  Sept.  27 

Historical  Drama.  The  almost  insurmountable 
obstacles  which  were  encountered  by  the  Mor- 
mons when  they  crossed  the  continent  to  make 
their  Utah  settlement.  Tyrone  Power,  Linda 
Darnell,  Dean  Jagger,  Brian  Donlevy.  Director: 
Henry  Hathaway. 

Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum..  110 


(63)  Sept.  6 

Mystery-Melodrama.  Chan  traps  a dangerous 
killer  who  uses  a wax  museum  as  a hideout. 
Sidney  Toler.  Director:  Lynn  Shores. 

Charlie  Chan’s  Murder  Cruise.  .048. . (75) ..  .June  21 


Mystery-Melodrama.  A mysterious  strangler  on 
a world  cruise  is  captured  after  four  or  five 
murders.  Sidney  Toler,  Marjorie  Weaver,  Lionel 
Atwill.  Director:  Eugene  Forde. 

Down  Argentine  Way.  .113.  . (94) Oct.  11 

Musical  Comedy.  An  Argentine  horse  fancier 
meets  a Manhattan  socialite  and  together  they 
overcome  his  father’s  grudge  against  her  family. 
Don  Ameche,  Betty  Grable,  Carmen  Miranda, 
Charlotte  Greenwood.  Director:  Irving  Cum- 
mings. 

Earthbound.  .034.  . (67)  June  7 

Drama.  Killed  on  his  second  honeymoon  by  a 
former  flame,  a man  cannot  leave  the  earth 
until  his  spirit  is  able  to  vindicate  his  love  for 
his  wife.  Warner  Baxter,  Andrea  Leeds,  Lynn 
Bari.  Director:  Irving  Pichel. 

Four  Sons.  .047.  . (89)  June  14 

Drama.  Invasion  in  Czechoslovakia  divides  four 
brothers  and  brings  destruction  to  a home.  Don 
Ameche,  Eugenie  Leontovich,  Mary  Beth  Hughes. 
Director:  Archie  Mayo. 

Gay  Caballero,  The.  .108.  . (61) Oct.  4 

Western.  Supposedly,  the  Cisco  Kid  has  a free 
hand  in  his  efforts  to  save  an  Englishman  and 
his  pretty  daughter  from  a landowner  who 
w'ants  to  steal  their  land.  Cesar  Romero,  Chris- 
Pin  Martin,  Sheila  Ryan.  Director:  Otto  Brower. 

Girl  From  Avenue  A,  The . . 104 . . (73) Aug.  9 

Comedy  Drama.  A waif  picked  up  by  an  author, 
leaves  when  she  discovers  his  book  ridicules  her, 
but  returns  when  the  author  and  his  family  re- 
veal they  love  the  child.  Jane  Withers,  Kent  Tay- 
lor. Director:  Otto  Brower. 


Great  Profile,  The.  .111.  . (82) Oct.  11 

Comedy.  In  which  John  Barrymore  burlesques 
himself,  incurring  the  romantic  ramifications 
that  recently  kept  his  stage  play  publicized 
across  the  country.  Mary  Beth  Hughes,  Gregory 
Ratoff.  Director;  Walter  Lang. 

Lillian  Russell.  .045.  . (127)  May  24 

Biographical  Drama.  Story  of  the  colorful 
woman  who  dominated  the  American  theatre 
during  the  closing  decades  of  the  last  century. 
Alice  Faye,  Henry  Fonda,  Edward  Arnold,  Don 
Ameche.  Director:  Irving  Cummings. 

Lucky  Cisco  Kid.  .049.  . (67)  . June  28 

Western.  A corrupt  judge,  who  has  designs  on  a 
widow’s  ranch  which  controls  the  wat«r  supply, 
is  exposed.  Cesar  Romero,  Mary  Beth  Hughes. 
Director:  H.  Bruce  Humberstone. 

Manhattan  Heartbeat .. 046 ..  (71)  July  12 

Drama.  A woman  hater  and  a girl  who  thinks 
marriage  is  slavery  fall  in  love,  and  emerge 
through  quarrel  and  struggle,  happy.  Virginia 
Gilmore,  Robert  Sterling,  Joan  Davis.  Director: 
David  Burton. 

Man  I Married,  The ..  101..  .,(77) Aug.  2 

Drama.  An  American  wife,  married  to  a Nazi, 
learns  the  bitter  tragedy  of  the  German  phil- 
osophy. Joan  Bennett,  Francis  Lederer,  Marie 
Ouspenskaya.  Director:  Irving  Pichel. 

(^Maryland.  .050.  . (91)  July  19 

Drama.  An  enthusiastic  horsewoman  foreswears 
riding  when  her  husband  is  killed;  but  is  re- 
won when  her  son  rides  the  winner  in  the  big 
race.  Walter  Brennan.  Fay  Bainter,  Brenda 
Joyce.  Director:  Henry  King. 

Night  Train..  114..  (93)  Oct.  18 

Drama.  Nazi  agents  kidnap  a scientist  with 
a valuable  formula,  who  had  escaped  Germany. 
However,  his  daughter  and  her  English  friend 
effect  his  rescue.  Margaret  Lockwood,  Rex  Har- 
rison. 

Pier  13.  .106.  . (66)  Aug.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  A new  cop,  in  romantic  pur- 
suit of  a hash-slinger.  finds  her  sister  involved 
with  a big-time  crook,  which  in  due  time  he 
breaks  up.  Lynn  Bari.  Lloyd  Nolan,  Joan 
Valerie.  Director:  Eugene  Forde. 

Public  Deb  No.  1..  105.  (79) Sept.  13 

Comedy.  The  heiress  to  soup  millions  adopts 
communism  as  a fad  and  her  exploits  almost 
bankrupt  the  company  before  she  is  brought  to 
her  senses.  George  Murphy.  Brenda  Joyce.  Ralph 


Bellamy,  Elsa  Maxwell,  Mischa  Auer.  Director: 
Gregory  Ratoff. 

Return  of  Frank  James.  .103.  . (92)  Aug.  16 

Melodrama.  Frank  sets  out  to  avenge  the 
murder  of  his  brother,  Jesse.  Henry  Fonda, 
Gene  Tierney,  Jackie  Cooper.  Director:  Fritz 
Lang. 

Sailor’s  Lady . . 052 . . (66)  July  5 

Comedy.  For  a while  a baby  messes  up  romance 
for  a couple.  Nancy  Kelly,  Jon  Hall.  Director: 
Allan  Dwan. 

Yesterday’s  Heroes.  .116.  . (66)  Sept.  20 


Drama.  An  indictment  of  gridiron  commercial- 
ism under  which  students  sacrifice  scholastic 
careers  for  Alma  Mater.  Robert  Sterling,  Jean 
Rogers,  Russell  Gleason.  Director:  Robert  I. 
Leeds. 

Young  People.  .109.  . (79)  Ang.  30 

Comedy  with  Music.  A troupe  of  vaudevillians 
learn  to  make  a go  of  it  on  a farm.  Shirley 
Temple.  Jack  Oakie,  Charlotte  Greenwood.  Di- 
rector: Allan  Dwan. 


United  Artists 

Cajdain  Caution ..  (85)  Aug.  9 

Melodrama.  Slavers  who  come  into  control  of 
an  American  vessel  during  the  war  of  1812  are 
defeated  when  the  officers  break  through.  Vic- 
tor Mature,  Leo  Carrillo,  Bruce  Cabot,  Louise 
Platt.  Director:  Richard  Wallace. 

Foreign  Correspondent.  . ( . . ) Aug.  16 

Drama.  An  American  newspaper  man  tries  to 
get  the  lowdown  on  the  European  situation. 
Joel  McCrea,  Laraine  Day,  Herbert  Marshall. 
Director:  Alfred  Hitchcock. 

Kit  Carson..  (97)  Aug.  30 

Drama.  The  scout  who  leads  a wagon  train  of 
settlers  through  dangerous  Indian  country  to 
Galifornia,  then  has  to  fight  the  military  gov- 
ernor who  tries  to  dispose  of  the  Americans. 
Jon  Hall,  Lynn  Bari.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Pastor  Hall . . (94)  Sept.  13 

Documentary,  Based  on  the  life  of  Rev.  Mar- 
tin Niemoeller,  this  exposes  the  brutalities  of 
German  concentration  camps.  Nova  Pllbeam, 
Sir  Seymour  Hicks. 

South  of  Pago  Pago..  (96)  • July  18 

Melodrama.  A dance  hall  girl  saves  the  life  of 
a native  chief’s  son  from  a piratical  captain. 
Victor  McLaglen,  Jon  Hall,  Frances  Farmer. 
Director;  Alfred  E.  Green. 

Thief  of  Bagdad.  . (106) Sept.  27 

Fantasy.  The  Arabian  Nights  come  to  screen 
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life.  The  flying  carpet  and  a host  of  fabulous 
people  and  events.  Sabu,  *Conrad  Veidt.  Di- 
rector: Alexander  Korda. 

Westerner,  The.  . (94)  .Sept.  20 

Western.  An  itinerant  cowboy  backs  the  losing 
homesteaders  in  Texas,  shortly  after  the  war  of 
the  states,  against  the  cattlemen.  Gary  Cooper, 
Walter  Brennan,  Doris  Davenport.  Director: 
William  Wyler. 

Universal 

A Dittle  Bit  of  Heaven  . (86)  Oct.  11 

Comedy  Drama.  A singing  child  star  quits  when 
her  family  starts  going  high-hat.  Gloria  Jean. 
Nan  Grey,  Robert  Stack.  Director:  Andrew 
Marton. 

Argentine  Nights.  . (72)  Sept.  6 

Mii.sical  Comedy.  Night  life  antics  among  the 
Latin-Americans.  Ritz  Bros.,  Andrews  Sisters. 
Director:  A1  Rogell. 

Bad  Man  From  Bed  Butte  . . 406.*? ..  (58) May  81 

Western.  The  lawless  element  kill  the  man  who 
led  them,  but  the  latter’s  brother  cleans  them 
up.  Johnny  Mack  Brown.  Bob  Baker.  Direc- 
tor: Ray  Taylor. 

Black  Diamonds.  .4057.  . (52)  July  19 

Melodrama.  Unsafe  mine  operation  ' is  brought 
to  an  end  when  a newspaperman’s  father  is  in- 
jured. Richard  Arlen,  Andy  Devine.  Director: 
Christy  Cabanne. 

Boys  From  Syracuse.  .4003.  . (72) Aug.  9 

Comedy.  Modern  day  modes  are  spoofed  by  their 
counterpart  in  classical  Greece.  Allan  Jones, 
Martha  Raye,  Joe  Penner.  Charles  Butterworth. 
Director:  Edward  Sutherland. 

Diamond  Frontier ..  (71)  Oct.  4 

Melodrama.  Diamond  thieves  frame  a doctor 
who  is  sentenced  to  a penal  colony.  He  escapes 
and  revenges  himself  as  well  as  proving  his  in- 
nocence. Victor  McLaglen,  John  Loder,  Anne 
Nagel.  Director:  Harold  Schuster. 

Fugitive,  The.  .5046.  . (77)  Sept.  20 

Drama.  A barber  who  commits  robbery  and 
murder  is  hounded  bv  his  conscience.  Ralph 
Richardson.  Diana  Wynyard.  Director:  Brian 
Desmond  Hurst. 

Hired  AVife . . .5006.  . (96)  Sept.  13 

Comedy.  A cement  manufacturer,  to  escape 
bankruptcy,  is  impelled  by  his  attorney  to  marry 
his  secretary,  putting  his  property  in  her  name, 
although  in  love  with  another  girl.  Rosalind 
Russell,  Brian  Aherne.  John  Carroll.  Robert 
Benchley.  Director:  William  Seiter. 

I Can’t  Give  You  Anything  But  Dove.  .4037 . . 

(61)  June  21 

Comedy.  A gangster  kidnaps  a vompo.ser  for 
his  lyrics  and  with  racketeer  tactics  boosts  his 
song  to  the  top.  Broderick  Crawford.  Johnny 
Downs.  Director:  Albert  S.  Rogell. 

Faw  and  Order.  .5062. . (57) Oct.  18 

Western.  Two  pals  set  out  to  clean  up  a fron- 
tier town  by  forbidding  firearms.  The  desperado 
gang  defies  the  order  and  is  tracked  down,  dis- 
armed and  routed.  Johnny  Mack  Brown.  Fuzzy 


Knight.  Director:  Ray  Taylor. 

Feather  Pushers . .5051 ..  (64)  Sept.  13 

Comedy  Drama.  A crooked  promoter  “raffles” 


off  a would-be  W’restling  manager  who  can  box. 
His  contract  is  won  by  a girl  and  needless  to 
.say  he  comes  through.  Richard  Arlen.  Andy 
Devine.  Astrid  Allwyn.  Director:  John  Rawlins. 

l.<ove.  Honor  and  Oh,  Baby ..  4036 ..  (60) June  7 

Drama.  A fellow  finds  a new  girl  just  as  he 
was  about  to  get  himself  killed  when  the  first 
girl  jilted  him.  The  two  later  track  down  the 
professional  killers.  Wallace  Ford.  Kathryn 
Adams,  Donald  Woods.  Director:  Charles  T>a- 
mont. 

Mummy’s  Hand,  The.  .5020.  . (67) Sept.  20 

Melodrama.  An  archeologist  finds  a rich  tomh 
and  also  a mummy,  kept  alive  for  some  3,000 
years,  who  goes  on  a killing  rampage.  Dick 
Foran.  Peggy  Moran.  Wallace  Ford,  Eduardo 
Ciannelli.  Director:  Christy  Cabanne. 

Private  Affairs ..  4007  ..  (7.5)  July  5 

Comedy  Drama.  The  black  sheep  of  a straight- 
laced  family  returns  to  help  his  daughter  marry 
the  man  she  loves.  Nancy  Kelly.  Roland  Young. 
Hugh  Herbert.  Director:  Alt>crt  S.  Rogell. 

Ragtime  Cowboy  Joe.  .5061.  . (58) Sept.  20 

Western.  A rustling  investigator  is  accused  of 
killing  a rancher,  but  escapes  jail  when  a 
lynching  threatens,  and  gets  the  goods  on  the 
culprits.  Johnny  Mack  Brown.  Fuzzy  Knight. 
Director:  Sherman  Lowe. 

Sandy  Is  a Fady.  .4008.  . (64)  .June  14 

Comedy.  Lost  Baby  Sandy  comes  home  in  time 
to  help  her  daddy  get  a contract  from  his  boss. 
Baby  Sandy,  Nan  Grey.  Tom  Brown.  Mischa 
Auer. 

Slightly  Tempted  . .5024  ..  (60)  Oct.  18 

Comedy.  A daughter  tries  to  keep  her  father 
from  former  cronies  when  he  is  released  from 
jail.  Her  boy  friend  helps  but  it  ends  up  by  the 


father,  through  his  machinations,  helping  them. 
Hugh  Herbert,  Peggy  Moran,  Johnny  Downs. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Son  of  Roaring  Dan.  .4064,.  .i(60) July  26 

Western.  A man  discovers  the  killer  of  his 
father,  and  with  the  ranchers,  rounds  up  the 
gang  of  rustlers  the  murderer  leads.  Johnny 
Mack  Brown.  Director:  Ford  Beebe. 

South  to  Karanga.  .4039.  . (69) Aug.  2 

Melodrama.  An  assortment  of  tropical  types  and 
their  adventures,  climaxed  by  a native  attack 
upon  a train  and  mining  settlement  in  Africa. 
Charles  Bickford.  James  Craig,  Luli  Deste.  Di- 
rector: Harold  Shuster. 

Sj)ring  Parade.  . (89)  Sept.  27 

Drama  with  Music.  As  the  inadvertent  guest  of 
a Viennese  baker,  Deanna  meets  a corporal,  and 
both,  discovering  their  interest  in  music,  write 
a waltz  that  is  a hit  at  the  emperor’s  ball. 
Deanna  Durbin,  Robert  Cummings.  Director, 
Henry  Koster. 

U’hen  the  Daltons  Rode.  .4006.  . (81) July  26 

Outdoor  Drama.  A semi-historical  action  yarn  of 
the  famous  bandits  of  the  last  century.  Ran- 
dolph Scott.  Kay  Francis,  Brian  Donlevy.  Di- 
rector: George  Marshall. 

You’re  Not  So  Tough.  .4023.  . (72) July  26 

Comedy-Melodrama.  The  kids  of  shanty-town  dis- 
cover law  and  justice  merit  a soft  spot  in  their 
hearts.  Billy  Halop,  Huntz  Hall,  Nan  Grey.  Di- 
rector: Joe  May. 

Warner  Bros, 

Brother  Orchid.  .405.  . (91)  June  8 

Comedy  Drama.  A racketeer  searches  for 
“class”  in  Europe  but  in  vain,  and  finds  it 
only  when  his  successor  is  taking  him  for  a ride. 
Edward  G.  Robinson,  Ann  Sothern.  Humphrey 
Bogart.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 

Calling  All  Husbands ..(.. ) Sept.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  A domineering  wife’s  role  is 
ended  when  husband  discovers  the  “rich  suitor” 
she  gave  up  is  panhandling.  Ernest  Truex, 
George  Tobias.  Lucile  Fairbanks.  Director: 
Shepard  Traube. 

City  for  Conquest.  .506.  . (104)  Sept.  21 

Drama.  Slum  dwellers — a fighter,  a dancer  and 
a mobster  are  driven  by  ambition  to  the  top, 
only  to  have  fate  tumble  them.  James  Cagney, 
Ann  Sheridan,  Frank  Craven.  Director:  Ana- 
tole  Litvak. 

Dispatch  From  Reuters.  . (89) Oct.  19 

Drama.  A treatise  on  the  formation  of  one 
of  the  world’s  greatest  news  services.  Edward 
G.  Robinson,  Edna  Best.  Eddie  Albert.  Director: 
William  DIeterle. 

Flowing  Gold.  .412.  . (81)  Aug.  24 

Melodrama.  An  oilfields  worker,  escaping  from 
a murder  he  committed  in  self-defen.se,  stops 
an  oil  well  fire  to  save  co-workers,  though  do- 
ing so  reveals  him  to  the  police.  John  Gar- 
field. Frances  Farmer,  Pat  O’Brien.  Director: 
Alfred  E.  Green. 

Gambling  on  the  High  Seas . . 424  . . (56) . . - . June  22 
Melodrama.  A newspaper  apprehends  the 
skipper  of  a gambling  ship  when  murder  is 
committed.  Wayne  Morris,  Jane  Wyman.  Di- 
rector: George  Amy. 

Knute  Rockne — All  American ..  502 ..  (98) ....  Oct.  5 
Biog.  Drama.  The  life  of  the  great  coach.  In 
it  are  the  Four  Horsemen,  the  Gipper,  the  for- 
ward pass,  and  other  highlights  from  football 
archives.  Pat  O’Brien,  Donald  Crisp.  Albert 
Basserman,  Gale  Page,  Ronald  Reagan.  Direc- 
tor: Lloyd  Bacon. 

Money  and  the  Woman.  .417.  . (65) Aug.  17 

Melodrama.  A bank  teller’s  wife  prevails  upon 
a bank  executive  to  cover  up  the  thefts  of  her 
husband:  the  husband  then  obliges  by  robbing 
the  bank  again.  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Brenda  Mar- 
•sball.  Roger  Pryor.  Director:  William  K.  How- 
ard. 

My  Fove  Came  Back . . 407 . . (81) July  20 

Comedy  with  Music.  The  tug-of-war  between 
the  cla.ssics  and  swing  in  an  academy  of  music 
with  its  youthful  students  and  rich  patrons. 
Olivia  de  Havilland.  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Jane  Wyman. 
Director:  Kurt  Bernhardt. 

River’s  End.  .414.  . ( . .)  Aug.  10 

Action  Drama.  A dying  mountie  Is  convinced  of 
the  innocence  of  the  man  he  captures,  and  the 
latter  resembling  the  mountie,  is  persuaded  to 
pose  a.s  such  and  track  down  the  real  criminal. 
Dennis  Morgan.  Elizabeth  Earl,  Victor  Jory.  Di- 
rector: Ray  Enright. 

Sea  Hawk,  The . .401 ..  (125)  Aug.  31 

Melodrama.  England  on  the  seas  in  the  days 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  Spanish  Armada,  and 
patriot  buccaneers.  Errol  Flynn.  Brenda  Mar- 
shall. Claurle  Rains.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz. 

State  Rights 

American  Gang  Busters  (A) . . (60) . . 'Times  Pictures 
Documentary.  Assorted  clips  tracing  the  careers 
of  such  criminals  as  Clyde  Barrow,  John  DIl- 


linger,  Machine  Gun  Kelly,  Pretty  Boy  Floyd, 
Bruno  Hauptmann,  Alvin  Karpis.  4-40 

C aptain  Moonlight.  . (58)  Atlas  Films 

Musical  Drama.  A girl  is  saved  from  marrying 
a card  sharp  when  the  hero  unmask.s  him  as  a 
bigamist.  John  Garrick.  Winifred  Shotter.  5-40 

Face  Behind  the  Scar,  The..  (71) Alliance 

Mystery  Drama.  An  innocent  fugitive  returns 
hut  is  hounded  by  the  man  who  married  his 
fiancee.  Justice  ultimately  prevails.  Griffith 
Jones,  Rosalyn  Boulter.  4-40 

Frontier  Crusader.  . (62)  .P-R-C 

Western.  A fellow  handy  with  gun  and  fists 
cleans  up  a town.  Tim  McCoy.  6-40 

George  IVashington  Carver..  (61) Bryant 

Negro  Semi-Documentary.  The  life  of  the 

Negro  scientist.  Director:  Ben  Parker.  6-40 

Hidden  Menace.  . (58)  Alliance  Films 

Drama.  A magician  in  love  with  a dancer  seeks 
to  do  away  with  the  acrobat  she  loves.  Otto 
Kruger,  Gertrude  Michael.  5-40 

Horrors  of  War  (A) . . (51)  Merit  Pictures 

Drama.  Several  war  scenes  accenting  the 
ravages.  4-40 

I Take  This  Oath..  (67)  Syndicate 

Drama.  The  son  of  an  inspector  tracks  down 
the  racketeers  who  murdered  his  father.  Gor- 
don Jones,  Joyce  Compton,  J.  Farrell  MacDon- 
ald. Director:  Sherman  Scott.  5-40 

Lightning  Strikes  West..  (56)  Colony 

Western.  A special  investigator  traces  a re- 
lea.sed  criminal  to  where  he  has  concealed 
stolen  gold.  Ken  Maynard.  6-40 

Fights  Out  ill  Europe.  . A.  . (70) . . . .Mayer-BurstjTi 
Documentary.  A story  of  nations  at  war;  of  peo- 
ple murdered  and  property  destroyed.  A study 
of  the  events  which  led  to  the  present  armed 
state.  Narration  by  Fredric  March.  Script  by 
James  Hilton.  4-40 

Macushla.  . (60)  Stellar  Attrac. 

Melodrama.  Romance  of  a girl  and  an  Irish 
border  guard  who  is  hunting  her  brother  for 
gun  running.  Pamela  Wood,  Liam  Gaffney.  5-40 

Mercy  Plane..  (72)  Syndicate 

Drama.  A wizard  flyer  traps  his  girl’s  brother 
selling  stolen  planes  to  foreign  powers.  James 
Dunn.  Frances  Gifford.  5-40 

Mr.  M’ashington  Goes  to  Town . . (65) . . . Dixie-Nat’l 
All-Negro  Comedy.  Sennett-type  slapstick  with 
all  the  gags  in  the  book.  F.  E.  Miller,  Manton 
Moreland.  Director:  Jed  Buell.  5-40 

Outsider,  The  (A)  . . (90)  Alliance 

Drama.  Blocked  by  the  medical  profession,  the 
inventor  of  a machine  eventually  cures  a 
crippled  girl.  George  Sanders,  Mary  Maguire. 

4-40 

Phantom  Rancher.  . (61)  Colony 

Western.  Maynard  has  to  pose  as  a phantom 
rider  to  bring  help  to  the  farmers  In  a valley 
near  his  ranch.  Ken  Maynard,  Dorothy  Short. 

4-40 

Secrets  of  a Model..  (60)  Times  Pictnres 

Melodrama.  True  love  finally  comes  to  the  girl 
who  fell  victim  to  the  villain.  Sharon  Lee, 
Phyllis  Barry.  5-40 

Son  of  Ingagi..(66)  Sack 

All-Negro  Melodrama.  A laboratory-created 
monster  kills  his  woman  doctor  captor  and  sev- 
eral others  before  the  place  is  burned  down.  Al- 
fred Grant,  Daisy  Bufford.  Director:  Richard 
C,  Kahn.  4-40 

Suicide  Legion . . (.54)  Film  Alliance 

Drama  An  Italian  officer  meets  his  estranged 
Austrian  wife  years  after  the  war  which  di- 
vided them.  Tullio  Carminati,  Lilli  Palmer.  Di- 
rector: Herbert  Wilcox.  5-40 

'Texas  Renegades. . (.59)  Syndicate 

Western.  Posing  as  an  outlaw,  a marshal  rounds 
up  the  evildoers  in  a western  town.  Tim  Mc- 
Coy. 5-40 

Foreign  Dialogue 

Baker’s  Wife.  The.  .French. . (97) B.  W.  Inc. 

Drama.  The  village’s  need  for  bread  brings 
back  the  baker’s  trifling  wife.  Raimu,  Ginette 
Leclerc.  Director:  Marcel  Pagnol.  3-40 

Claudiiie  (A) . . (French) . . (82)  French  M,  P. 

Comedy  Drama.  The  hopeless  love  of  a 16-year- 
old  schoolgirl  for  an  older  man.  Blanchette 
Brunoy.  Max  Dearly.  4-40 

Friendship  (Italian) ..  (74)  Esperia 

Comedy.  A gay  bachelor  thinks  he’s  In  love  with 
his  friend’s  wife;  so  does  his  friend;  and  so 
does  the  wife,  until  she  breaks  up  the  friendship 
— then  returning  to  her  husband.  Mario  Besozzi, 


Elsa  Merlinl.  4-40 

Great  Fight.  The  (Italian) ..  (80)  Esperia 


Drama.  The  religious  atmosphere  of  a shrine 
dissuades  a man  from  avenging  himself  upon 
one  who  had  railroaded  him  for  a crime  he  did 
not  commit.  Amedeo  Nazzari,  Leda  Gloria.  4-40 
Fife  of  Giuseppe  Verdi.  The  (Italian) 

(115)  Esperia 

Drama  with  Music.  Biography  of  the  opera  com- 
poser. Gaby  Morlay,  Fosco  Giachetti.  Director: 
Carmine  Gallone.  4-40 
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Hired  Wife  (Univ)  

Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep) 

Hold  That  Woman  (PRC) 

Hot  Steel  (Univ) 

Howards  of  Virginia  (Col) .... 

I 

I t’aii’t  Give  You  Anything 

But  Tiove  (Univ) 

1 Love  You  Again  (M-G-M)  . . . 
I Married  Adventure  (Col) .... 

I r:^ke  This  Oath  (PRC) 

I Want  a Divorce  (Para) 

I’m  Nobody’s  Sweetheart 

Now  (Univ)  

I’m  Still  Alive  (RKO) 

In  Disguise  (20th-Fox) 

Island  of  Doomed  Men  (Col) . . 

E 

Kid  From  Santa  Fe  (Mono) . . . 

Kit  Carson  (DA)  

Knute  Rockne — All  American 
(WB)  


L 

LaConga  Nights  (Univ) 

Laddie  (RKO)  

Lady  in  Question,  The  (Col) . . 

Ladies  Must  Live  (FN) 

Last  Alarm  (Mono) 

Laughing  at  Danger  (Alono) . . . 
la;ather  Pushers,  The  (Univ) . . 
Leopard  Men  of  Africa  (SR).. 
Lightning  Strikes  West  (SR) . . 
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HVery  Good;  + Good;  — Fair;  -t- Mediocre;  Poor;  —Very  Poor  In  the  summary  ++  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


Title  Distr. 

I.illian  Russell  (20th-Fox) 

Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Uiiiv) . . 

Little  Mss  Molly  (Mono) 

Lone  Wolf  Meets  a Lady  (t'ol) 

Lons:  Voyasre  Home  (UA) 

Love,  Honor  and  Oh  Baby 

(Lnlv)  

l.ucky  Clseo  Kid  (20th-Fox) . . . 
Lucky  Partners  (RKO) 

M 

Mad  Men  of  Kurope  (Col) 

Man  I Married  (20th-Fox) 

Man  Who  Talked  Too  Miirh, 

The  (WB)  

Manhattan  Heartbeat  (20-Fox) 

Mars’ie  (Univ)  

'1ar>laiid  (20th-F<i\)  

Mayor's  Dilemma  (Alliance)... 

Meet  the  Wildcat  (tJniv) 

Melod.v  and  Moonlight  (Rep) . . 
Men  .^sainst  the  Sky  (RKO).. 
Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West 

(RKO)  

•Military  Academy  (Col) 

Millionaires  In  Prison  (RKO). 
.Money  and  the  Woman  (WB). 

Moon  Over  Burma  (Para) 

Mortal  Storm,  The  (M-G-M) . . 
Mummy’s  Hand,  The  (Univ) . . 

.Murder  in  the  Air  (FN) 

Murder  in  the  Night  (SR) .... 

.My  Favorite  Wife  (RKO) 

.My  Love  Came  Back  (FN).... 
.Mystery  Sea  Itaider  (Para) .... 

N 

New  .Moon  (.M-G-M) 

Night  Train  (20th-Fox) 

No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB)  . . . 

o 

Oklahoma  Renegades  (Rep) . . . 

On  the  Spot  (.Mono).... 

On  'I’heir  Own  (20th-Fox) 

One  Came  Home  (M-G-M) 

One  Crowded  Night  (RKO) . . . 

One  Man’s  Law  (Rep) 

One  Million  B.  C.  (UA) 

Our  Town  (UA) ,. ... 

Out  West  Witli  the  Peppers 
(Col)  


P 

Passport  to  Alcatraz  (Col) 

Pastor  Hall  (UA) 

Phantom  Raiders  (M-G-M).... 

Phantom  Wagon,  The  (Col) 

I*ier  13  (20th-Fox) 

Pop  Always  Pays  (RKO) 

Prairie  Law  (RKO) 

Pride  and  Prejudice  (M-G-M). 

Private  Affairs  (Univ) 

Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox) . . 

Q 

Quarterba<‘k,  The  (Para) 

Queen  of  Destiny  (RKO) 

Queen  of  the  Mob  (Para) 

Queen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono)  . . . 

R 

Ragrtinie  Cowboy  Joe  (Univ) . . 
Rainbow  Over  the  Ran^e 

(Mono)  

Ramparts  We  AV'atoh  (RKO) . . 

Rangre  Busters  (Mono) 

Rang^er  and  the  Lady  (Rep) . . . 
Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para) .... 
Return  of  Frank  James  (20-Fox) 

Return  of  AVild  Bill  (Col) 

Rhythm  on  the  River  (Para) . . 
Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep) . 
Riders  From  Now’here  (Mono) , 
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Title  Distr. 

River’s  End  (WB) 

Rocky  Mountain  Rangers  (Rep) 

S 

Safari  (Para)  

Sailor’s  Lady  (20th-Fox) 

.Saint  Takes  Over  (RKO) 

Sandy  Is  a Lady  (Univ) 

Scatterbrain  (Rep)  

Sea  Hawk,  The  (WB) 

Secret  Seven  (Col)  

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep) 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M) 

.Slightly  Tempted  (Univ) 

So  You  Won’t  Talk  (Col) 

Son  of  Roaring  Dan  (Univ).... 

South  of  Pago  Pago  (UA) 

South  to  Karanga  (Univ) 

Spies  in  the  Air  (SR)i 

Sporting  Blood  (M-G-M) 

Spring  Parade  (Univ) 

Stage  to  Chino  (RKO) 

Stagecoach  War  (Para) 

Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor 

(RKO)  

Street  of  Memories  (20th-Fox)  . 
Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M) . 
Susan  and  God  (M-G-M) 

T 

Texas  Stagecoach  (Col) 

That  Gang  of  Mine  (Mono) 

They  Drive  by  Night  (WB) 

They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO)  

Thief  of  Bagdad  (UA) 

Third  Finger,  Left  Hand 

(M-G-M)  

Tliose  Were  the  Days  (Para).. 

Three  Faces  West  (Rep) 

Three  Slen  From  Te3ca8  (Para) 
Thundering  Frontier  (Col) .... 

Too  Many  Girls  (RKO) 

T.  Brown’s  School  Days  (RKO) 

Torpedo  Raider  (Mono) 

Torrid  Zone  (FN) 

Triple  Justice  (RKO) 

Tulsa  Kid,  The  (Rep) 

Turnabout  (DA)  

21  Days  Together  (Col) 

Typhoon  (Para)  

u 

Under  Texas  Skies  (Rep) 

Untamed  (Para)  

Dp  in  the  Air  (Mono) 

V 

Villain  Still  Ihirsued  Her, 

The  (RKO)  

w 

Wagon  Train  (RKO) 

Wagons  Westward  (Rep) 

Waterloo  Bridge  (M-G-M) 

Way  of  All  Flesh  (Para) 

We  AA’ho  Are  Young  (M-G-M) . 

West  of  Abilene  (Col) 

Westerner,  The  (UA) 

When  the  Daltons  Rode  (Univ) 

AA'ho  Is  Guilty?  (Mono) 

Wildcat  Bus  (RKO)  

AVIld  Horse  Range  (Mono).... 

AA^omen  in  AVar  (Rep) 

AVyoming  (M-G-M)  

Y 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox) 
You  Can’t  Fool  Your  Wife 

(RKO)  

Young  Bill  Hickok  (Rep) 

Voiing  People  (20th-Fox) 

You're  Not  So  Tough  (Univ) . ... 
Youth  Will  Be  Served 

(20th-Fox)  

Yukon  Flight  (Mono) . 
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BOXOFFICE 


October  19,  1940 


Kuineral  is  production  number.  Kuiining:  time  follows  title.  First  date  is  national 
release,  second  the  date  of  review  in  liOXOFFICE;  both  1940  unless  otherwise 
specified.  The  symbol  between  the  dates  is  ratini;  from  the  BOXOFFICE  review: 
-f-|-  Very  £:ood,  + G<><^d,  ± Fair,  Mediocre,  — Poor,  = Very  Poor,  Indicates  short 
of  the  week.  0 Indicates  Technicolor. 


Skott5  ^hatt 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Kat- 
Date  ing-  Key’d 


Columbia 

AT.L-STAK  COMEDIES 


1435.  .Boobs  in  the  Woods  (17).. 
1438.  .Fireman  Save  My  Choo- 

5-31 

= 

7-22 

Choo  (18)  

8-  9 

+ 

8-31 

1437.. His  Bridal  Fright  (16)... 

7-12 

14.32..  Mone.v  Squawks  (17) 

1431..  Pardon  My  Berth  Marks 

4-  5 

(18)  

3-22 

+ 

3-16 

2421.  .Pleased  to  Mitt  You  (18).. 

9-  6 

1421.. Skinny  the  Moodier  (16(4) 

9-  8 

1434.. South  of  the  Boudoir  (18). 

5-17 

-1- 

6-15 

2422.. Spook  Siteaks,  The  (18)... 

9-20 

1436.  .Taming  of  the  Snood  (16). 
9437.  .Trouble  Finds  Andy 

6-28 

Clyde  (18)  

7-28 

1433.  .You’re  Next  (17) 

4-  5 

7-22 

CINESCOPES 

1974.. Berth  of  a ()ueen  (11).... 

3-15 

4-20 

2971.. Hobby  Lobby  (11) 

2972 . .Industrial  Green  Island 

8-30 

+ 

9-21 

(10)  

9-20 

1975.. Odd  Vacations  (8V^) 

6-16 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 

(In  Technicolor) 

150«.  .blackboard  Kevue  (7) .... 

3-15 

1510.. Egg  Hunt,  The  (7Vi) 

1509.  .Greyhound  and  the  Rabbit 

5-31 

6-15 

The  (71/2)  

4-19 

+ 

4-27 

2502.. 0Mr,  Flephant  Goes  to 

Town  (7‘/2)  

10-  4 

2501 .. Tangled  Television  (7V^).. 

8-30 

1512.. Timid  Pup,  The  (8) 

8-  1 

8-31 

1511.. Ye  Olde  Swap  Shopite  (7 Vi) 

6-28 

COLUMBIA  TOUKS 
2551.  .Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 
la  Varre  Productions) 


1558. 
26.53. 
1.557. 
2.552 . 


8-l(i 


6-14 


9-27 


5-17 


9-13 


(11) 

. .In  the  Land  of  Pagodas 

(9)  

. . Old  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (10)  

.Pleasure  bound  in  Canada 

(9)  

..Savoy  in  the  Alps  (La 

Varre  Production)  (10) 

COMMUNITY  SING 

16.56..  No.  6 (Medley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28 

FABIJSS  CARTOONS 

1764.  .Barnyard  Babies  (7V4) . . . . 6-14 
2751.  .Fanner  Tom  Thumb  (7)..  9-13 

17.55.  .Pooch  Parade  (6) 7-19 

1753.  .Practice  Makes  Perfect 

(6)  4-5 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 

1705..  Fish  Follies  (6) 5-10 

1706..  News  Oddities  (6) 7-19 

1756..  Peep  in  the  Deep,  A {(iVz)  8-23  -|- 

1707..  5.hool  Boy  Dreams  (7)..  8-30 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 
(Series  19) 

1866..  No.  6 (10) 3-29 

Hollywood  Recreations. 

1857..  No.  7 (10) 6-  3 

Wardrobe  Designers. 

1858..  No.  8 (10) 0-  7 

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

1859.  .No.  9 (10) 7-10 

Ken  Murray. 

1860..  No.  10  (9) 8-10 

Jack  Oakie. 

SPORT  REELS 

1809..  Canvas  Capers  (11) 7-19 

2801 . . Master  of  Cue  With  Willie 

Hopi>e  (10)  

1808..  5.ving  Strokes  With  Sam 

Snead  (10)  

1807..  5.ort  of  Kings  (10) 5-24 

1806.  .Tomorrow’s  Stars  (10) 4-19 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

1406..  A ’Plumbing  We  Will  Go 

(18)  4-19 

2401..  From  Nurse  to  Worse  (17)  8-23  -t- 

1408..  How  High  Is  Up  (16) 7-16  = 

1407..  Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14 

20TH  ANNIVERSARY  SNAPSHOTS 

2851.  .No.  1 (10) 9-6 

2852..  No.  2 (10) 10-18 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 

1904..  No.  4 (Social  Security) 

^ (19)  5-10  -f- 

190.>.  .No.  5 (The  Archives)  (11)  7-4  4- 

1906.  .No.  6 (Our  Nat’l  Defense) 

(10)  8-30 

Series  3 

2901..  No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10) 10-  4 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


± 4-27 


8-31 


± 3-16 


± 8-31 


9-20 


...  6-28 


+ 


7-  6 
4-27 


8-31 
8-  3 


6-15 
8-  3 


CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

P-  5.  .Buyers  Beware  (20) 8-17 

F-  6.. Soak  the  Old  (20) 8-24 

P-815.  .Think  First  (21) 9- 


++  9-7 

± 9-28 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Key’d 


FITZPATRICK  TKAVELTALKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

T-.59.  .Calling  on  Colombia  (8). 

T-211 . . Capitol  City,  The — Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  (9) 

T-212.  .Cavalcade  of  San  Fran- 
cisco (9)  

T-61.. Modern  New  Orleans  (8). 

T-60.. Sitka  and  Juneau  (9).... 
T-62..Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9)... 

MINIATURES 

M-79.  .Servants  of  Mankind  (9). 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 
(Technicolor) 

VV’-  90.  .Bookworm  Turns,  The 

(8)  

W-  85.. Home  on  the  Itange  (9). 

W-  89..MUky  Way,  The  (8) 

W-  92.. Papa  Gets  the  Bird  (8)... 

IV-  26.  .Rainy  Day,  A (7) 

IV-  91.. Romeo  in  Rhythm  (8).... 

W-  87.. Swing  Social  (8) 

W-  88.. Tom  Turkey  (7) 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE 
Released  Twice  Weel 
OUR  GANG  COMEDl 

.All  About  Hash  (11) 

.Bubbling  Troubles  (11)... 


C-136. 
C-138. 
C-291 . 
C-137. 


K-126. 

K-123 

K-124 

K-122 


PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

.Baron  and  the  Rose,  The 

(11)  

.Hidden  Master,  'The  (11) 

(Sepia)  

.IVay  in  the  IVilderness, 

A (10)  (Sepia) 

..XXX  Medico  (10)  (Sepia) 
PETE  SMITH  SPECIAL 
S-110..Cat  College  (9)  (Sepia).. 
S-107 . . Domineering  Male,  The 

(10)  

S-113.  .Football  Thrills  of  1939  (10) 

S-112.  .Please  Answer  (9) 

S-108.  .Spots  Before  Your  Eyes 

(10)  

S-109.  .What’s  Your  I.  Q.?  No.  2 

(9)  

SPECIAL 

X-151 . . t JSFlag  Sneaks.  The  il9i 


HO-1. . 


C9-3 

C9-4 

C9-5 

C9-6 


ANIMA'I’ED  ANTICS 

ly  Lion,  The  (7) 

COLOR  CLASSICS 
(In  Technicolor) 
.Ants  in  the  Plants  (7)... 

.Kick  in  Time,  A (7) 

.Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7)... 

• Vou  Can’t  Shoe  a Horse- 
fly (7)  

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 


K9-7 
A9-  9 

A9-  7 . . George  Olsen  and  His 

Music  (10)  

A9-  8.  .Have  You  Met  Yvett 

AO-  1 

A9-10 


HEADLINER 
.Blue  Barron  and  His 


Paul  Baron  and  Orch. 
^Moments  of  Charm  of 


. 3-16 

-+- 

4-27 

. 8-31 

-H- 

9-  7 

. 9-28 

9-28 

. 5-11 

6-22 

. 4-13 

4-27 

. 6-  8 

6-  8 

. 5-11 

> 

+ 

6-  8 

, 7-20 

-f 

8-31 

3-23 

-V 

3-30 

6-22 

+ 

7-  6 

9-  7 

9-28 

4-20 

8-10 

9-  7 

5-18 

6-  8 

DAY 

dy 

lES 

3-30 

+ 

6-  8 

5-25 

7-  6 

8-31 

+ 

9-  7 

4-27 

4-27 

9-  7 

-H 

9-28 

4-20 

+ 

4-27 

6-22 

-f 

7-  6 

3-23 

+ 

4-27 

.TIES 

6-29 

3-30 

++ 

3-30 

9-21 

■H 

9-28 

8-24 

-H- 

9-  7 

5-  4 

+ 

6-  8 

6-10 

7-  6 

6-14 

f 

■H 

5-  4 

9-20 

it 

10-  5 

3-15 

3-23 

5-17 

-+■ 

5-18 

7-19 

+ 

8-31 

8-23 

+ 

8-24 

I 

6-21 

5-31 

+ 

6-22 

3-15 

4-26 

+ 

5-  4 

9-13 

-H 

10-  6 

7-19 

+ 

8-31 

P-  4.  .Women  in  Hiding  (22)....  6-22  ± 7-6 


Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch. 

(11)  

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly. 

PAKAGKAPHICS 

V9-  9 ..  Dangerous  Dollars  (11)...  6-28 

V9-  7.. Not  So  Dumb  (10) 3-15 

V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

No.  2 (11) 9-9 

V9-  8 . . ^Television  Preview  (10).  5-17 

(Lanny  Koss-Ted  Husing) 
POPEYE  CARTOONS 
E9-10.. Doing  lmi>ossikible  Stunts 

(7)  8-2  -I- 

E9-  9..F1ghtin’  Pals  (8) 7-12  f|- 

E8-ll..It’8  the  Natural  Thing  to 

I)o  (7)  7-28  ± 

E9-  5.  .Me  Feelings  Is  Hurt  (7).  4-12 

E9-  8.  .Nurse  Mates  (7)  6-21 

E9-  6.. Onion  Pacific  (7) 5-24 

EO-  1 . . Popeye  Meets  William 

TeU  (7)  9-20 

E9-12 ..  Puttin’  on  the  Act  (7)...  8-30 
E9-  4..Stealin’  Ain’t  Honest  (7).  3-22 
E9-11.  .Wimmin’  Hadn’t  Oughta 

Drive  (7)  

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

J9-5. . (10)  5-  3 4- 

J9-6..(11)  6-28 

JO-1..  (11)  9-6  + 


8-24 

5-18 


4+ 


+ 

++ 

+ 


8-16  -I-  8-24 

5-  4 
10-5 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Key’d 


K9-1() 
KO-  1 
KO-  2 

R9-13. 
R9-  9 


B9-  9 
B9-  3 


.10-  4 
. 7-12 


B9-10 


B9-  6 
B9-  4 


GKANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

.Blue  Streak  (10) 4-19 

.Diving  Demons  (10) 9-  6 

. .Sporting  Everglades,  The 

(10)  

.Sink  or  Swim  (10) 

.Two  of  a Kind  (10) 3-22 

STONE  AGE  CARTOONS 
.Foul  Ball  Player,  The 

(7)  ,5-24 

Fiilla  Bluff  Man,  The  (7).  8-  9 

.Granite  Hotel  (7) 4-26 

.Pedagogical  Institution  (7)  9-13 
.Springtime  in  the  Rock- 

asre  (7)  8-30 

.Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 6-14 

.IVay  Back  When  a Night 
Club  Has  a Stick  (7).. 

.Way  Back  IVheu  a Ra/.z- 
berry  Was  a P’riiit  (7). 

.Way  Back  When  Women 
Had  Their  Weigh  ( . . ) . 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 


5-16 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 
(In  Technicolor) 


Little  Whirlwind  (..)... 

04,106.  .Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8)  . 
04,112..31r.  Mouse  Takes  a Trip 

(«)  

Pantry  Pirate  ( . . ) 

.Pluto’s  Dream  House 
Put-Put  Trouble  (7)., 

.Riveter,  The  (7) 

.Tugboat  Mickey  (7). 
.Window'  Cleaners  (8). 
EDGAR  KENNEDV  i 


12-13 
6-  7 


10-11 


04.110. 

04.108. 
04,102. 
04,104. 

04.111. 

03.404 . 
13,401. 

03.405. 

03,704. 

13.701. 

13.702. 

03.108. 

03.109. 

03.110. 

03.111. 
0.3,112. 
0,3,113. 

13.101. 

13.102. 


(8) 


.Sunk  by  the  Census  (18). 

.’Taint  Legal  (16) 

LEON  ERROL  COMEl 
.Bested  by  a Beard  (20)... 

.He  Asked  for  It  (18) 

.Tattle  Talevision  (19) 

MARtH  OF  TIME 

.No.  8 (18) 

Canada  at  War. 

.No.  9 (19) 

America’s  Youth — 1940, 

.No.  10  (19) 

Tile  Philiitpines. 

.No.  11  (18) 

The  U.  S.  Navy. 

.No.  12  (17) 

Si>oils  of  Conquest. 

.yNo.  13  (20) , 

Gateways  to  Panama. 

.No.  1 (19) 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 

.No.  2 (18) 10-  4 

Britain’s  K.  A.  F. 

PATHE  INFORMATION  PLEASE 


PATHE  NEWS 
(Released  Twice  Weekiv) 
RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 
03,205.  . Goodness,  a Ghost  (16)...  7-  5 

Marriage-Go-Koiind  (18)  ..  7-28 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 


5-  4 
10-  5 


3-23 


6-22 
8 24 
5-18 


7-26  8-17 

9-27  


L9-4..NO.  4 

(10) 

-t- 

5-  4 

1.9-5.. No.  5 

(10) 

+ 

5-18 

ky-u . . .^lO.  6 

(11) 

8-  2 

++ 

8-17 

L0-1..N0.  1 

(11) 

+ 

10-  5 

■ Big  Hearted  Pluto  (..) 

. . . 1-24 

04,105. 

. liUlpOMters  (8) 

+ 

5-25 

04,10 J. 

.Bone  Trouble  (9) 

. . . 6-28 

04,105. 

. Donald’s  Dog  Baundry 

(8)  5-  5 

-1- 

5-25 

04,109. 

.Donald's  Vacation  (8) 

, . . 8-9 

■H- 

8-10 

04,114. 

.Fire  Chief  (..) 

. Goofy’s  Glider  (..).... 

. . .11-  1 

1-  3 

8-30 

+ 

9-21 

7-19 

3-15 

4-26 

it 

5-25 

9-20 

.FDIFS 

5-  3 

9-  6 

9-21 

5-24 

7-26 

9-27 

9-21 

11-29 

3-15 

+ 

3-16 

4-12 

4-20 

5-10 

+ 

5-18 

6-  7 

+ 

6-22 

8-  2 

+ 

8-10 

8-24 

-H- 

8-31 

9-13 

-H- 

9-21 

04,208. 

.No. 

8 

(10) 

+ 

4-13 

04,209 . 

.No. 

9 

(11) 

+ 

4-27 

04,210. 

.No. 

10 

(11) 

-H- 

6-22 

04,211. 

.No. 

11 

(10) 

-1- 

6-15 

04,212. 

• ONo.  12  (12) 

7-13 

04,213. 

.No. 

13 

(11) 

+ 

8-10 

14,201 . 

.No. 

1 

(11) 

9-16 

9-21 

14,202 . 

.No. 

2 

(10) 

10-  4 

8-17 

04,312.  .Arrow  Points  (8).. 

7-  5 

9-21 

04,309 .. Court  Favorites  (8) 

5-12 

-1- 

4-27 

8-26 

04,308.  .Flycasting  (9)  .... 

5-15 

+ 

4-13 

5-  4 

04,311 ..  ^^^Hurdle  Hoppers 

(9).... 

6-  7 

14,302.  .Kentucky  Ko.valty 

(9) . . . . 

9-27 

6-22 

14,301 ..  Quail  (^uest  (9).... 

8-30 

+ 

9-21 

04,310.  .Silent  Vvings  (9).. 

5-10 

+ 

6-22 

10-  5 

04,611 .. Streamlined  (9)  ... 

6-21 

8-24 

04,313.  .Trouble  Shooter  (9) 

8-  2 

-f 

9-21 

5-  4 

PICTURE  PEOP1.E 
14,401..  No.  1 (10) 

9-13 

it 

9-21 

13,501 
03,504 . 

03,503. 


KAY  WH1TI.EY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

.Bar  Buckaroos  (16) 11-  8 

.Corralling  a Schoolmarm 

(20)  6-14 

.Molly  Cures  a Cowboy  (19)  3-22 


-I-  8-10 
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I 


Title 


Kel.  Kat- 
Uate  iiig  Kev’d 


WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


Prod. 

No. 


TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  8 
Movietone  News,  No.  9 

Churchill  inspects  Tliames  River  damage;  busi- 
ness as  usual  in  London;  motorcycle  defense  units; 
old  pans  used  in  plane  production;  R.  A.  F.  coun- 
ter-attacks; air-raid  destruction;  Roosevelt  at 
Hyde  Park;  Willkie  in  Pittsburgh;  lion  taming: 
Secretary  Knox  in  Washington;  Duchess  of  Luxem- 
bourg arrives. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  207 
R.  A.  F.  intensifies  counter-attacks;  London 
shops  remain  open;  Churchill  sails  on  Thames;  H. 
O.  Wells  arrives;  Roosevelt  discusses  education; 
Willkie  on  security;  World  Series;  football. 

Farainoiint  News,  No.  12 
The  midget  army  truck;  British  children  ar- 
rive; Willkie  on  tour;  A1  Smith  speaks  for  Will- 
kie; Roosevelt  dedicates  Hyde  Park  high  school; 
destroyers  arrive  in  England;  Kennedy  visits 
scene  of  bomb  destruction;  survivors  of  torpedoed 
ship  in  Scotland;  London  on  fire;  subway  station 
air  raid  shelters;  football. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  12 
Londoners  safe  in  subway;  destroyers  arrive  in 
England;  Willkie  in  Pittsburgh;  skeet  shooting; 
football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  917 
Bomb  havoc  in  London;  survivors  of  torpedoing 
arrive  in  Scotland;  destroyeis  arrive  in  England; 
Churchill  sails  Thames;  Willkie  in  Pittsburgh; 
Roosevelt  in  Hyde  Park;  Duchess  of  Luxembourg 
arrives;  test  new  light  army  truck;  World  Series; 
football;  “Knute  Rockne”  opening  at  South  Bend. 


THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  10 
Movietone  News,  No.  10 

Burma  Road  scenes:  Italian  drive  on  Suez;  Carol 
and  Lupescu  in  Spain;  G-Men  shoot  it  out  on 
Quantico,  Va.,  rifle  range;  marines  sail  for  Cuban 
base;  train  parachute  troops  at  Fort  Benning; 
shoe  styles;  World  Series;  football  by  West  Point 
and  Williams,  and  by  monkeys  of  Chimp  College. 

News  <if  the  Day,  No.  20H 
Parachute  troops  train  at  Fort  Benning:  G-Men 
in  target  practice  in  Virginia;  Italian  drive  on 
Suez;  Willkie  in  Jersey  City;  Roosevelt  tours  gun 
plants;  World  Series;  auto  racing  at  the  World’s 
Fair;  football. 

Paraiuoiint  News,  No.  13 
Vichy  replaces  Weygand  with  Huntziger;  G-Men 
in  target  practice;  parachute  troops  rehearse  at 
Foit  Benning;  slot  machine  feeding  at  New  York 
Zoo;  Roosevelt  on  defense  tour;  Willkie  in  Jersey 
City;  Prohibitionist  Babson  in  Boston;  Browder 
gives  views;  Norman  Thomas  asks  support;  World 
Series. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  13 
Willkie  raps  Hague  in  his  Jersey  City  strong- 
hold; army  parachute  troops  in  Fort  Benning 
debut;  G-Men  at  target  practice;  auto  races  at 
World’s  Fair;  football;  World  Series. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  918 
Italian  drive  on  Suez;  Willkie  invades  Hague 
bailiwick;  Roosevelt  inspects  big  gun  production; 
Latin  American  military  observers  see  IJ.  S.  Army 
in  maneuvers;  parachute  troops  perform  at  Georgia 
fort;  marines  sail  for  Cuba;  new  feminine  fash- 
ions; St.  Louis  “Veiled  Prophets”  parade;  World 
Series. 


THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 
.California  Thoroughbreds 


( .)  

. 9-21 

5410. 

.Famous  Movie  Dogs  (10). 

. 7-27 

+ 

8-17 

5407. 

.Gun  Dog’s  Life  (10) 

. 5-11 

+ 

5-18 

5408. 

.Meehanix  Illustrated 

No.  4 (10)  

. 6-29 

6-15 

5406. 

.Men  Wanted  (10) 

. 3-23 

++ 

4-13 

5410. 

.Movie  Dog  Stars  (10)... 

. 8-17 

5409. 

■ Valley,  The  (8)  

. 7-20 

-f- 

7-  6 

1*10(1. 

.No. 

1 itie 

Kt4. 

Date 

Rat- 

ing 

Rev’d 

04,609. 

KEELISMS 
(New  Series) 

.Air  Army  (9) 

. . 4-26 

-H- 

4-27 

04,013. 

.Hats  (9)  

. . 8-16 

04,608. 

.Siege  (10)  

+f 

2-24 

04,610. 

.Stray  l..amb  (8) 

. . 5-24 

+ 

6-15 

04,611. 

..streamlined  (9)  

. . 8-10 

8-10 

04,612. 

.W'eek  End  (9) 

(..) 


.10-18 


1553..  How  Wet  Was  My  Ocean 

(7)  10-4 

0511..  1.  Must  Be  Love  (7) 5-  5 

0558..  ©Just  a Little  Bull  (7)..  4-19 

0517.. 1.ove  in  a Cottage  (7)....  7-28 

15.54 ..  I..anding  of  the  Pilgrims 

(.  .)  11-  1 

1552..  Lucky  Duck,  The  (7) 9-0 

1504 . . Magic  Pencil,  The  (..)...  11-15 

0557..  Much  Ado  About  Nothing 

(7)  t 3-22 

0514.  .Professor  Offlteyski  (7)....  6-14 

1555..  ©Plane  Goofy  (..) 11-29 

0515.  .Rover’s  Rescue  (7) 6-28 

0516  . Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 7-12 

0513.  .Swiss  Ski  Yodelers  (7)....  5-17 


Pro4l. 

No. 


Title 


Rcl.  Kat- 
Dute  iiig  Kev’d 


2Qth  Century-Fox 

ADVTONITjKEiS  of  a NK\V!5  camkkaman 
0^01 . . Coiuiueriiig:  the  Colorado 

(H)  8-18 

1201 ..  Midget  Motor  Mania  (..).ll-  8 

0201 . .Naiu  iiiar)  ot  tile  Seals  (0)  0-7  -f- 

BELIEVE  IT  OK  NOT— RIPLEY 
1001 . . Aequitted  by  the  Sea  (10)  9-27 

EO  THOKl.EKSEN — SPOKTS 

0200. . Aelioii  on  lee  (9) 7-19 

1303 . .Bowling  for  Strikes  (..).. 12-20 

1302..  Lure  of  the  Trout  (..)...  10-11 

030.>.  .Dver  the  Seven  Seas  (10)..  4-20  -|- 

1301 . .©\ aeation  Time  in  Florida 

(8)  8-10  ± 8-17 

FATHEU  HUBBARD’S  ALASKAN 

ADVENTURES 

0107  . . t'liinhing  the  S|>irit’s  Home 

(10)  5-10  + 3-30 

1101.  .Eskimo  Trails  (10) 8-2-1-  8-17 

1103..  1.le  of  Mystery  (10) 10-25  .... 

FASHIONS 
(In  Teelinieolor) 

0003 ..  Fashion  Foreeasts  No.  7 

(8)  6-21  

0004.  Fashion  Foreeasts  No.  8 

(8)  6-21  

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 
LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE  PUSS 
PAR.VDE 

0401.  .Cheerio  My  Dears  (9)....  7-6  .... 

1101 . .Griinters  and  (iroaners  (8).  8-30  -j-  8-17 

0103 . . l.al.or  Savers  (9) 4-12  .... 

1402.  .Tale  of  Butch  the  Parrot, 

The  (. .)  12-6  

I.OWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 

1102.  .©Florida,  Land  of  Flowers 

(9)  9-13  ± 8-17 

0106.  .Flying  Stewardess  (10)...  3-15  .... 

1018..  Isle  of  the  East  (9) 5-24  -f-  6-8 

1104.  .Old  Dominion  State  (..).  11-22  .... 

TERRY-TOONS 

1551..  ©Billy  Slouse’s  Akwakade 

(7)  8-9  8-17 

0.559.  .Catnip  Caiajrs  (7) 6-31  6-22 

1503..  Happy  Haunting  Grounds 


1505..  5now  Man,  The  (..) 12-13 

1502.  .Touchdown  Demons  (7)...  9-20 

1556.  .©Temperamental  Lion,  The 

(..)  12-27 

Universal 

LANTZ  CAKTUNES 
(Technicolor) 

5241 . .Crazyhouse  (..)  9-9 

4268..  100  Pigmies  and  Andy 

Panda  (7)  4-22 

GOING  PLACES  WITH 


ELSA  MAXWELL’S  BLUE  RIBBON 
COMEDIES 

6101..  Riding  Into  Society  (19)..  9-7  ± 8-31 

HOLLYWOOD  NOVELTY 
6301.  .Foothall  Thrills  (10) 9-28  

0302..  5.ark  Hunting  (10) 11-  9 .... 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

6001 ..  Calling  Dr.  Porky  (7) 9-21  .... 

5014 ..  Chewin’  Bruin,  I'lie  (7). 

5616.  .I’atient  Porky  (7) 

5610.  .Pilgrim  Porky  (7) 

5615.  .Porky’s  Baseball  Broad- 
cast (7)  

6604.  .Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7).. 11-30 

5612 ..  Porky’s  Poor  Fish  (7).... 

6602 ..  Prehistoric  Porky  (7).... 

5611..  51.p  Happy  Pappy  (7).... 

6603..  50.r  Puss  (7) 

5613.  .You  Ought  to  Be  in 

Pictures  (7)  

MELODY  MASTERS 

5507..  Carl  Hoff  & Orch.  (10)..  3-23 

6503..  Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (..).  11-23 

6502..  Joe  Keichinan  & Orch. 

(10)  10-26 

5508..  Larry  Clinton  & Orch.  (10)  5-25 

6501 . . Matty  Malneek  & Band 

(10)  9-14  ++ 

5.509..  0.zie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10).  6-29 

5510..  Woody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  7-27 

MEKKIE  MELODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

5326.  Bear’s  Tale,  The  (7) 4-13  -f- 

6706.  .Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (7).. 11-23 


6-  8 

H- 

6-22 

8-24 

■H- 

8-21 

3-16 

+ 

4-13 

7-  6 

7-  6 

11-30 

.5-18 

10-12 

3-13 

11-  2 

5-18 

+ 

5-18 

5326.  .Ceiling  Hero  (7) 7-6 

5321..  Circus  Today  (7) 6-22 

5315 ..  Confederate  Honey  (7)....  3-30 
5314.  .Cross-Country  Detours  (7).  3-16 

5323..  Egg  Collector  (7) 7-20 

5319  . Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  5-25 

5325 . . Ghost  Wanted  (7) 8-10 

6104..  Good  Night  Elmer  (7) 10-26 

5317 ..  Hardship  of  Miles  Stand- 


SPECIAL  TWO  KEELERS 


5110. 

.Swing 

With  Bing  (19) 

9-4 

± 

8-  3 

STRANGER  THAN 

FICTION 

4379. 

.No.  74 

(KVz) 

3-11 

+ 

4-27 

4380. 

No.  75 

(9) 

4-16 

4-27 

4381. 

.No.  76 

(9) 

+ 

5-11 

4382. 

.No.  77 

(9) 

5-20 

+ 

6-22 

4383. 

.No.  78 

(9) 

+ 

6-22 

4384. 

.No.  79 

(9) 

+ 

7-27 

4385. 

.No.  80 

(9) 

+ 

7-27 

5371. 

.No.  81 

(9) 

+ 

9-21 

5372. 

6373. 


5221. 

5223. 


.No.  82  (9) 10-  7 

.No.  83  (8) 11-4 

TWO  REEL  MUSICALS 

.Class  in  Swing  (17) 9-25 

.Congamania  (...)  10-23 

Jo.se  Cansino  Dancers, 

Eddie  Durant  & Orch. 

iFolies  Parisienne  (18) 4-17 

Harry  Stafford-I.eon  Belasco. 


Serials 


4231. 

4233. 

.Hawaiian  Kliytlnn  (47)....  7-17 
Harry  Owens  and  His 

Royal  Hawaiians. 

.1  Dream  of  Jeanie  With  the 

+ 

7-27 

1180 

Light  Brown  Hair  (17)  . 

8-28 

9-21 

1161- 

4227. 

.International  Revels  (17). 
William  G.  Sabbot, 

Janet  Collins. 

3-13 

4-13 

973 

4110. 

.March  of  Freedom  (21)... 

9-  6 

4230. 

.Naughty  Nineties  (18).... 

6-17 

++ 

7-6 

972 

4229. 

.Swingin’  in  the  Barn  (19). 
Texas  Jim  Lewis  and 

His  Band. 

6-16 

+ 

6-22 

4232. 

.Var.sity  Vanities  (17V^)... 

8-  7 

+ 

8-  3 

081 

Six  Hits  and  a Miss, 

Martha  Tilton. 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

* * * ’ Released  Twice  Weekly 

Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

5107  . Double  or  Nothing  (20)...  4-20 

....  6201.. Down  on  the  Farm  (..)...  10-  6 

6202  Ed  Sullivan’s  Hollywood 

-f  3-30  (..)  11-16 

± 6-  8 6201.. Just  a Cute  Kid  (..) 10-  5 

....  5108 ..  Public  Jitterbug  No.  1 (19)  5-  4 

....  4008.. Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride  (20)..  9-  9 

6109. 

-f  6-8  5110. 


.«.iSpills  for  Thrills  (19)..  6-15 
..Young  America  Flies  (20).  8-  3 


2-10 


-H  8-3 


8-24 
7-  6 


8-31 

7”6 

4- 13 

5- 18 


8-19 

GR.4HAM 

McNAMEE 

ish  (7)  

4359.  No. 

74  (9) 

3-18 

4-27 

0703. 

.Holiday  Highlights  (7)... 10-12 

6-22 

4360.  .No. 

75  (9) 

4-29 

-1- 

4-27 

5322. 

.Little  Blabbermouse 

(7)..  7-  6 

++ 

8-17 

4301.  .No. 

76  (9) 

+ 

6-11 

6701. 

.Malibu  Beach  Party 

(7) . . 9-14 

it 

9-  7 

4302 . .No. 

77  (9) 

5-27 

+ 

6-22 

5318. 

.Sniffles  Takes  a Trip 

(7).  6-11 

4363.  .No. 

78  (9) 

6-17 

6702. 

.Stagefright  (.  .)  . . . . 

9-28 

4364.  .No. 

79  (9) 

+ 

8-  3 

5320. 

.Tom  Thumb  in  Trouble 

4305.  .No. 

80  (91/2) 

(7)  

6-  8 

6-15 

5351 . .No. 

81  (9) 

9-27 

— 

9-21 

6705. 

.Wacky  Wild  Life  (7) 

11-  9 

6-  8 

5352 . .No. 

82  (9) 

5324 . 

Wild  Hare,  A (7).. 

7-27 

5353.  .No. 

83  (9) 

11-11 

SPORTS  PARADE 

(Color) 

(>402.. Dogs  V'oii  Seldom  See  (10). 11-  2 
6403.  .Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

(10)  11-30 

6401..  Fly  Fishing  (10) 

Football  Highlights  (10) 

TECHNICOLOR 
5006.  .Cinderella’s  Feller  (20).. 

6001. Flag  of  Hiimaiiit.v  (..).. 

5007..  Pony  Express  Da.vs  (20)..  7-13  -|-  7-6 

5008 ..  Service  With  the  Colors 

(20)  8-31 

5005.  .Singin’  Dude,  The  (20)...  4-  6 
VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 

5706..  All  Girl  Revue  (10) 6-22 

.5704  . No  Parking  (10) 3-30 

5705..  Radio  and  Relatives  (10)..  6-25 


11-  2 

+ 

8-31 

11-30 

9-21 

+ 

8-31 

6-  1 
10-19 

+ 

6-15 

± 4-13 


7-19 

7-27 

4-12 

4-20 

6-15 

+ 

6-  8 

3-15 

-1- 

2-17 

9-20 

++ 

8-24 

COLUMBIA 

. . Deadwood  Dick  

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, Ijorna  Gra.v. 

75.  .Terry  and  the  Pirates  ... 
1.5  Chapters.  William 
Traey-Granville  Owens. 
REPUBLIC 

..Adventures  of  Red  Ryder. 

Don  “Red”  Barr.v. 

. . Drums  of  Fu  Manehu .... 
15  Chapters.  Henry 
Brandon,  l.iiana  Walters. 
. . King  of  the  Royal 


12  Chapters.  Allan  I,ane. 

Mysterious  Doctor  Satan .... 

15  Chapters.  Robert  Wilcox. 
UNIVERSAL 
4881-92.  .Flash  Gordon  Conquers 

the  Universe  4-9  jf  2-24 

Larry  (Buster)  Crabbe. 

..Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24  .... 

1.5  Chapters.  Warren  Hull. 

5681  . .Junior  G-Men  9-1  8-3 

12  Chapters.  Dead  End 
Kids,  Little  Tough  Guys. 

5581  . . Winners  of  the  West 7-2  ::p  5 11 

13  Chapters.  Dick  Fo- 
ron,  Anne  Nagel. 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  ' EQUIPMENT.  • THEATRES,  SERVICES 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


FALL  SPECIALS  in  new  and  recondi- 
tioned theatre  equipment.  Let  us  build 
your  new  theatre  or  remodel  your  present 
one.  Projectors,  sound,  chairs,  carpet, 
screens,  accessories.  WESTERN  THEA- 
TRE SUPPLY,  Omaha,  Neb. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

BRAND  NEW  CLOSE-OUTS  WHILE 
STOCK  LASTS — Forest  fifteen  ampere 
rectifiers,  less  bulbs,  $34.90;  Britechrome 
metal  display  frames,  30”x40”,  $3.60;  Fire 
extinguishers,  $2.95;  Ozonators,  $9.95;  Im- 
ported carbons,  9/mm,  10/14mm,  100  pairs, 
$3.95;  six  ampere  rectifier  bulbs,  $1.98. 
Theatres  completely  furnished  at  unheard 
of  prices — trades  taken — time  payments. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

TAKING  A LICKING?  We’re  satisfied 
— so  will  you  be — Peerless  or  Strong  Arcs, 
$59.50;  Genelectric  Thirty-thirty  lamp- 
houses  with  regulators,  $19.50;  Rectifiers 
complete,  $24.50;  Good  chairs,  75c;  Sound- 
screens,  $9.50;  Projection  lenses,  $2.95; 
Soundheads,  $9.95;  Amplifiers,  $9.95;  RCA 
Speakers,  $3.95;  Powers  projectors,  $39.50; 
Simplex  intermitten  ts,  $6.95;  Simplex 
Mechanisms,  $79.50;  Generators,  $39.50; 
Sound  Opticals,  $4.95.  S.  O.  S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK. 

ONE  PAIR  SIMPLEX  projectors  with 
complete  late  model  Western  Electric 
sound  system.  $1,000.  Scott-Ballantyne 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

FOR  SALE — Austin  Organ  complete.  3 
manual  56  stop,  all  electric  control  with 
electrical  blower  and  generator.  Organ 
used  only  a short  time.  Cost  originally 
$27,000.00.  Will  sell  at  sacrifice.  Address 
Kearse  Theatre,  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

FACTORY  RECONDITIONED  COM- 
PLETE SOUND  SYSTEMS  for  Simplex  or 
Powers  projectors.  $210.00  and  up.  Sound- 
heads,  amplifiers,  speakers.  Complete 
throughout.  Nothing  else  to  buy.  Write 
today  for  bargain  list.  Scott-Ballantyne 
Company,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

RCA  PGIO,  old  type  sound  equipment, 
just  removed  from  booth.  Complete  at  a 
bargain.  DeRay  Theatre,  Joplin,  Mo. 

MODERN  CANOPY  in  red  and  blue 
Neon  with  attraction  board  below  includ- 
ing 110  changeable  letters.  A real  bargain 
for  $100.  ROXY  THEATRE,  St.  Ansgar, 
la^ 

A RARE  OPPORTUNITY — Two  recon- 
ditioned Powers  Projectors,  fully  equipped 
with  sound  system  and  arc  lamps.  Bar- 
gain, $295.00.  See  it.  Rex  Theatre,  Little 
Rock,  Ark. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

FOR  RENT — Film  Vault  and  Office 
Space.  Equipped.  1909  So.  Vermont,  Los 
Angeles. 


AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete.  unbia.sed 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons.  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee.  Wis. 


TRADE  STIMULANTS 

BRING  UP  your  kiddie  attendances. 
Write  for  details.  National  Sales  Co.,  1951 
Humboldt  Blvd..  Chicago,  111. 


AGENTS  AND  DISTRIBUTORS 

STAG  PARTY  STUFF!  Cartoons,  photos, 
films — samples  $1.00.  NATIONAL  SALES, 
Guntersville,  Ala. 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 

EXCLUSIVE  TERRITORIAL  FRAN- 
CHISES for  constructing  and  operating 
Drive-In  theatres,  under  double  park- 
ing patent.  Josserand  Drive-In  Theatres, 
506  Republic  Bldg.,  Houston,  Texas. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 

WANTED  TO  BUY:  Reconditioned  6-B 
Powers  or  Simplex;  also  low  intensity 
lamps.  P.O.  Box  768,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

WANTED — Good  used  seats  and  projec- 
tors with  RCA  sound  for  700-seat  thea- 
tre. B-1295,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


BINGO  CARDS 

Rock  BoHom  Prices 
Bo»  No.  1276  . 

BOXOFFICE  MAGAZINE 
U80U  E.  Ninth  St.  Kaniai  City,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE — Recently  rebuilt  theatre  in 
Southeast  Missouri.  One-third  down. 
Martin  W.  Opere,  Ste.  Genevieve,  Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


OPERATOR,  Maintenance;  fifteen 
years.  Prefer  small  town;  anywhere.  Ref- 
erences. Operator,  3257  Adams,  Chicago, 
111. 


MANAGER — Twelve  years  experience; 
projection-display-advertising.  West  coast 
preferable.  B-1293,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th 
St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


EXPERIENCED  PROJECTIONIST  or 
manager.  Reliable.  Have  also  bought  and 
booked.  B-1294,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th 
St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


MR.  EXHIBITOR:  INVESTIGATE! 

REAL  MANAGER.  16  years  with  major 
circuit.  Displays,  signs,  exploitation,  pro- 
jectionist. Married.  Future  more  impor- 
tant than  salary.  B-1289,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  handy  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


PRINTING 


LETTERHEADS  AND  ENVELOPES— 
500  SVa^xll"  sheets  and  500  6%  envelopes, 
on  good  grade  white  bond  paper,  black  ink. 
Up  to  5 lines  of  type,  $4.95  postpaid.  Send 
copy  and  check  with  order.  Paul  Miller 
Printing  Co..  4806  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City. 
Mo. 


.HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  “AD  ORDER”  BLANK. 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order)* *^ 


10c  a word 


4 insertions 


BOXOFFICE, 

4804  East  Ninth  St., 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  i . . , n 

[ at  pnee  of  3 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE.  Here- 
with is  check  Q cash  []  Money  order  Q in  the  amount  of  $ 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSmCATION  WANTED  


Name  and  address  should  be  included  in  the  word  count. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  October  19,  1940 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4801  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding:  publication  date. 


IHt 


poini  Of  vitm 


This  letter  is  No.  5 in  a series 
of  candid  expressions  from 
many  satisfied  M.  T.  advertis- 
ers who  have  taken  this  means 
to  tell  our  readers  what  they 
think  of  us.  More  will  follow. 


11  an 


Mr.  Byrne  is  a strong  advocate  of  both  con- 
sistency and  continuity  in  advertising.  High- 
ly discriminative  in  his  selection  of  media  for 
his  clients,  he  overlooks  no  point  that  may 
play  a part  in  the  advertising  and  selling  ef- 
ficiency of  a publication. 


Seasoned  advertising  agency  men  look  beyond  the  common  superfici- 
alities of  circulation  breakdowns  and  prestige  claims  in  the  selection  of  media 
for  their  clients.  Consistent  reader  interest,  physical  make-up,  diversification 
of  contents,  editorial  technique  and  publication  policies  all  must  play  a 
part  in  the  establishment  of  preference  . . . Which  explains  the  popular  ac- 
ceptance of  The  Modem  Theatre  section  of  BOXOFFICE  among  advertising 
agency  men  ....  "ADVERTISING  AIDS."  a subject  vital  to  every  theatre 
owner,  is  the  theme  for  editorial  treatment  in  the  October  12th  issue  of  the 
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Two  reels  of  thrill-packed  entertainment!  “Eyes  of  the  Navy’’! 
Remember  how  “The  Flag  Speaks”  clicked  with  your  de- 
lighted patrons!  Here’s  another  sockeroo! 

It’s  a full,  factual,  heart-reassuring  “report  to  the  public” 
on  a vital  subject:  Americans  coming  supremacy  in  air! 

Pilot  training,  air- fighting,  the  Navy’s  Armada! 

Filmed  at  air  bases  in  Pensacola  and  San  Diego — with 
gratefully  acknowledged  U.  S.  cooperation! 

Your  heart  will  leap  with  joy  when  you  see  it! 

Just  what  the  public  wants  to  know! 

Ballyhoo  it!  Sensationalize  it!  Sell  it  big! 

PATRIOTIC,  PULSE-POUNDING,  PROFITABLE! 

Released  in  time  for  Navy  Day,  October  27th  • Book  it  now! 
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PENNSYLVANIA,  EX—U.S.A. 


IJl  HE  Liberty  Bell  still  hangs  in  Philadelphia. 

Fundamentals  bearing  on  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  right  of  public  assembly  had 
their  keynotes  struck  within  the  borders  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

But  the  censor  board,  functioning  there  in  this  year  of  grace  when  a new  importance 
attaches  itself  to  these  guaranteed  fundamentals  and  the  modern  day  agencies  of  com- 
munication stemming  from  them,  either  forgets  history  or,  by  its  deeds,  demonstrates  it 
never  knew  it.  In  less  than  a month,  "The  Ramparts  We  Watch”  and  now  "World  in 
Flames"  have  been  denied  the  people  of  that  state. 

This  throws  the  gauntlet  squarely  in  the  face,  not  of  Paramount  alone  any  more  than 
it  did  RKO  and  The  March  of  Time,  but  in  the  face  of  the  entire  industry.  It  is  of  extreme 
urgency  that  this  latter  issue,  like  its  immediate  predecessor,  be  fought  without  quarter 
until  the  legal  machinery  developed  for  such  matters  is  exhausted  of  the  possibilities  for 
relief.  Paramount,  at  once  realizing  the  attack  in  terms  of  its  specific  commodity  involved 
and,  hopefully,  in  its  broader  aspects  as  well,  is  prepared  to  do  that.  Neil  F.  Agnew 
bears  witness  to  the  intention  when  he  states,  "We  will  combat  this  ban  by  every  legal 
means  and,  if  necessary,  carry  this  case  to  the  highest  courts  in  tne  country." 

We  say  this  matter  is  of  extreme  urgency,  not  in  arbitrary  defense  alone  of  a film  well 
worth  defending,  but  for  causes  beyond.  When  the  Pennsylvania  board,  giving  as  its  reason 
for  rejecting  "World  in  Flames"  declares  in  the  judgment  of  the  board  the  film  "has  a ten- 
dency to  corrupt  and  debase  morals,  and  it  is  not  proper,"  it  plainly  deals  in  evasions,  delib- 
erate ignorance  or  untruths.  The  fact  is  the  film  is  a documentary  compiled  from  news- 
reel clips  of  outstanding  events  of  the  last  two  decades,  alertly  edited  and  funnelling  into 
the  conclusion — certainly  a popular  one  these  days,  and  government-blessed — that  the  na- 
tion must  strengthen  its  avenues  of  national  defense. 

The  august  censors  of  Pennsylvania  may  not  concur  with  this  general  premise.  Perhaps, 
it  feels  "World  in  Flames"  is  war-mongering  and  that  its  purpose  is  to  kindle  militarism 
into  roaring  furnace  proportions.  This  happens  to  be  lacking  in  validity.  Further,  it  beggars 
the  point. 

That  point  may  be  simply  stated:  There  is  nothing  in  the  film  which  displays  a ten- 
dency to  corrupt  or  debase  morals,  although  there  may  be  involved  a difference  of 
opinion.  This  being  the  truth  of  the  matter,  by  what  right  do  these  censors  deprive  the  citi- 
zens they  presumably  serve  from  witnessing,  on  celluloid,  an  historical  outline  of  these  last 
twenty  years?  What  is  in  the  film  has  been  reported  in  Pennsylvania  newspapers.  What  is 
in  the  film  has  been  reported,  and  commented  upon,  over  the  air  and  presumably  heard 
over  Pennsylvania  receiving  sets. 

The  basic  freedom  enjoyed  by  the  press  and  by  the  radio  cannot  be  denied  motion  pic- 
tures if  motion  pictures  are  to  advance  toward  a further  maturity.  This  is  the  issue  which 
the  industry  must  recognize  as  one  of  its  rights. 

A right  to  be  protected,  one  worth  struggling  over  and  battling  for  until  it  can  never 
more  be  questioned  by  bush  league  fuehrers  in  the  guise  of  police  or  political  censors, 
and  from  there  on  up  the  line. 


l(. 


40  DAYS  FROM  LOCAL  DECISIONS  TO  APPEALS 
DETERMINED  UNDER  STREAMLINED  ARBITRATION 


One  Year  Previously  Was 
Considered  Necessary; 

20  Days  for  Appeal 


By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — Forty  days  from  decision  to 
appeal  is  the  high  speed  program  under 
the  arbitration  procedure  worked  out  un- 
der the  proposed  decree.  Pivotal  figures 
in  developing  the  contemplated  system 
under  the  consent  point  with  pride  to  what 
they  consider  a major  accomplishment  in 
that  first  discussions,  stemming  to  the 
early  phases  of  the  arbitration  negotia- 
tions, had  indicated  a full  year  might  be 
required  to  move  a decision  to  the  appeal 
stage. 

This  is  how  the  streamlined  method  is 
designed  to  function: 

The  party  losing  a case  before  a local 
arbitration  board  will  be  granted  20  days 
in  which  to  appeal  to  the  appeals  board 
w'hich  will  be  composed  of  three  court- 
appointed  representatives  sitting  in  New 
York. 

After  the  20  days  have  elapsed,  the  ex- 
hibitor, or  the  distributor,  seeking  appeal 
will  be  granted  10  days  in  which  to  file 
briefs. 

The  opposing  interest,  exhibitor  or  the 
distributor  as  the  case  may  be,  will  be 
granted  a further  10  days  in  which  to  file 
answering  briefs. 

Thus,  in  40  days,  the  original  decision, 
now  the  subject  of  appeal,  will  be  ready 
for  the  appeals  board. 

As  in  the  days  of  the  Film  Boards,  dis- 
tributors expect  many  cases  to  be  settled 
before  they  reach  the  appeals  board.  There 
may  be  quite  a number  of  cases  going  to 
the  highest  tribunal  at  first,  but  in  due 
course  the  number  is  expected  to  grow 
less  and  less. 

While  the  decision  of  the  appeals  board 
is  to  be  final,  there  may  be  instances 
where  exhibitors  may  decide  to  take  their 
case  to  court.  Distributors  feel  that,  in 
such  instances,  the  courts  will  recognize 

New  Exhibitors  Get 
Clearance  Hearing 

New  York — Exhibitors  building  new 
theatres  will  be  in  a position  to  bring 
their  demands  for  clearance  before  local 
arbitration  tribunals  in  the  event  dis- 
tributors refuse  to  step  up  protection  for 
one  reason  or  another. 

Such  a clause,  incorporated  in  the 
consent  decree  now  reaching  its  final 
stages,  gives  the  independent  exhibitor 
a break  in  that  he  can  build  large  and 
expensive  theatres  perhaps  without 
worrying  too  much  about  the  buying 
power  of  a competitive  circuit  operation. 

Circuits  also  will  find  they  can  build 
expensive  theatres  in  opposition  to  smal- 
ler houses  and  demand  prior  run.  If 
such  run  is  granted  by  a distributor,  the 
decree  provides  the  injured  exhibitor  may 
bring  his  protest  to  the  local  arbitration 
tribunal  for  adjudication. 
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Bar  Oral  Hearings 
Under  New  Method 

New  York — There  will  be  no  oral  hear- 
ings on  appealed  cases,  according  to  the 
arbitration  section  of  the  consent  decree. 
Appealed  actions  will  be  decided  from 
briefs  by  the  board  of  three  sitting  in 
New  York. 

It  is  figured  considerable  time  and 
money  will  be  spent  if  oral  hearings 
were  permitted  and  further  that  oral 
hearings  would  tend  to  hold  up  other 
cases  whereas  briefs  will  give  a concise 
picture. 

the  award  of  both  the  arbitration  tribu- 
nal and  appeals  board. 

Decisions  of  local  arbitrators  must  be 
handed  down  within  30  days  after  a case 
is  heard.  Otherwise,  the  case  is  regarded 
as  null  and  void  and  must  be  heard  over 
again  by  another  arbiter.  However,  im- 
partial arbiters  are  expected  to  remain 
within  the  time  limitation.  It  is  pointed 
out  that  AAA  rules  provide  a penalty  for 
men  who  do  not  meet  this  requirement, 
but  this  restriction  would  not  be  imposed 
on  arbitrators  working  on  film  cases. 

Again,  in  keeping  with  the  idea  of 
speedy  disposition  of  all  complaints,  the 
exhibitor  filing  a case  is  required  to  name 
all  parties  he  believes  are  interested.  Im- 
mediately upon  receipt  of  the  complaint, 
the  clerk  in  the  local  arbitration  office 
notifies  the  principal  defendant  and  oth- 
ers, giving  him  seven  days  in  which  to 
name  other  exhibitors,  or  distributors,  in- 
volved. 

Must  Answer  Quickly 
Exclusive  of  the  main  defendant,  all 
parties  notified  of  the  hearing  must  im- 
mediately answer  whether  or  not  they  in- 
tend to  intervene.  If  the  secondary  parties 
do  not  respond  promptly  within  seven 
days,  they  are  to  be  excluded  from  par- 
ticipating in  the  conduct  of  the  case  when 
it  goes  before  the  arbitrator. 

With  this  formality  over,  the  clerk  then 
sends  to  all  of  the  parties  interested  and 
who  intend  to  intervene,  a list  of  the  avail- 
able arbitrators  for  the  area.  Each  will 
cross  off  those  men  he  does  not  wish  to 
sit  and  from  the  remaining  number 
list  his  preferences.  Upon  receipt  of  these 
preferences,  the  clerk  will  add  the  num- 
bers and  select  the  arbitrator  with  the 
lowest  total. 

The  arbitrator  then  will  be  notified  and 
a date  set.  In  the  event  the  date  does  not 
meet  with  the  approval  of  all  interested, 
a request  may  be  made  for  a delay  to 
which  the  chosen  arbitrator  must  agree. 

Abitrators  will  decide  who  is  to  pay  for 
the  hearings.  The  impartial  judges  will 
be  paid  on  a per  diem  basis,  according  to 
local  standards  and  on  the  schedule  set 
up  by  the  AAA.  Distributors  have  decided 
this  is  the  best  plan  and  also  are  relying 
on  the  AAA  to  set  up  offices  and  employ 
clerks  and  stenographers  in  each  of  the 
key  cities. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  on  appealed  cases, 
where  the  appellant  says  he  requires  more 
than  10  days  in  which  to  file  a brief,  or 
opposing  counsel  needs  additional  time  for 


While  Applies  Only  to 
"Big  Five,"  Others 
Seen  in  Line 


his  brief,  the  appeals  board  may  grant 
such  requests. 

There  are  no  restrictions  on  who  can 
and  who  cannot  appeal.  Anyone  dissatis- 
fied with  a local  decision  may  file  with  the 
body  of  three  impartial  judges  in  New 
York. 

The  arbitration  proceedings  only  ap- 
ply to  the  “Big  Five.”  Exhibitors  could 
not  file  local  complaints  against  UA,  Uni- 
versal or  Columbia  unless  those  companies 
are  willing  to  go  along,  despite  the  fact 
they  are  not  signatories  to  the  decree.  The 
indication  at  the  moment  is  they  will  not. 

However,  as  time  goes  on  it  is  believed 
changing  conditions,  of  themselves,  will 
bring  the  “Little  Three”  into  the  new 
operating  methods  within  the  industry. 
For  instance,  it  is  pointed  out,  arbitration 
tribunals  are  expected  to  be  functioning 
by  the  first  of  the  year.  Clearances  for 
1941-42  contracts  will  be  among  the  first 
grievances  arbitrated  with  the  understand- 
ing that  as  soon  as  the  new  season’s  prod- 
uct is  released  the  arbitrated  changes  go 
into  effect. 

It  is  expected  that  whatever  clearances 
are  decided  for  the  “Big  Five”  will  have 
to  be  observed  by  other  distributors,  in- 
cluding Republic  and  Monogram.  It  is 
contended  that,  if  the  clearance  of  a sec- 
ond run  is  reduced  by  the  “Big  Five,” 
other  companies  negotiating  sales  will  not 
be  able  to  demand  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  prevailed  prior  to  the  deci- 
sion of  altering  the  clearance. 

This  is  expected  to  apply  where  runs 
are  changed,  other  grievances  arbitrated 
and  decided  in  favor  of  the  small  opera- 
tor. It  is  also  felt  in  some  circles  that 
UA.  Universal  and  Columbia  eventually 
will  sell  in  the  five-block  plan  as  Loew’s, 
Paramount,  Warner,  20th-Fox  and  RKO 
propose  doing. 
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Judge  Knox  Avoided 
Meeting;  Glad  of  It 

New  York — It  happened  last  Monday 
when  government  and  distributor  coun- 
sel were  in  deadlock  on  an  important  is- 
sue at  the  Bar  Ass'n  and  when  Senior 
Judge  John  C.  Knox  was  seen  coming  out 
of  the  building. 

An  inquiring  reporter  approached  the 
senior  judge  and  asked  if  he  had  attend- 
ed the  session. 

Replied  Judge  Knox.  "That's  a tedious 
thing.  Thank  God,  I'm  not  in  on  it!" 

It  will  be  recalled  Judge  Knox  tipped 
the  settlement  of  the  government  suit 
several  months  ago  when  he  scrawled 
a notation  of  what  was  going  on  in  con- 
nection with  another  case  in  which  a 
Warner  music  subsidiary  was  involved. 

VS  ■ J 
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URGED  BY  COUNSEL  FOR  GOV'T  AND  'BIG  FIVE,' 
GODDARD  AGREES  TO  HEAR  DECREE  OBJECTIONS 


Calls  It  '"Plain  Settlement'' 

New  York — Although  there  have  been  loud  and  sundry  remarks  from  exhibitor 
interests  that  the  government  has  "sold  out"  in  effecting  a consent  decree  as  now 
proposed,  an  attorney  for  the  department  of  justice  told  BOXOFFICE  in  an  informal 
discussion  in  federal  court  that  "the  government  does  not  consider  the  decree  a vic- 
tory of  any  kind  for  either  side. 

“It  is  a plain  settlement  and  both  sides  are  getting  something,  a decree,  which 
they  could  not  hope  for  if  the  case  had  proceeded  before  Judge  Goddard." 

This  same  source,  in  commenting  on  progress,  to  date,  added,  "The  suit  is  pretty 
well  settled  as  far  as  we  are  concerned." 

V. — 

$10  to  File,  $25  to  Appeal 
Each  Case  Under  Arbitration 

New  York — Piling  fees  of  $10  for  each  case  lodged  with  local  arbitration  tribu- 
nals and  $25  for  an  appeal  will  prevail  under  the  system  of  arbitration  to  be  placed 
into  effect  as  soon  as  the  decree  is  signed  by  all  parties  concerned. 

The  expense  of  arbitration  machinery  is  to  be  paid  out  of  a fund  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  AAA  and  to  which  each  of  the  five  signatories  will  contribute  a percentage 
of  gross  rental  business. 

Judge  Goddard’s  appointment  of  three  appeals  arbitrators  will  be  for  a term  of 
three  years,  each  of  the  men  to  receive  a stipulated  salary.  It  is  understood  hun- 
dreds of  applications  already  have  been  sent  to  the  department  of  justice  for  the 
posts,  but  the  government  is  allowing  the  designations  to  rest  entirely  with  Judge 
Goddard. 

The  court  will  also  appoint  a chairman  for  the  appeals  board.  The  men  on  this 
board  are  described  in  the  decree  as  “known  for  their  impartiality  and  distinction.” 


All  Are  Assured  Their 
Day  in  Court;  Text 
Given  Both  Sides 


New  York — As  a direct  outcome  of  urg- 
ings  by  government  and  distributor  coun- 
sel, Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  has  agreed 
to  hear  objections  to  the  proposed  consent 
decree  in  federal  court  on  October  29. 

Although  he  was  not  amenable  to  the 
suggestion  at  the  outset,  the  judge,  in 
chambers,  finally  acquiesced.  Meanwhile, 
on  Tuesday,  he  was  being  presented  with 
a copy  of  the  final  decree  text,  barring 
what  is  described  as  “comma  and/or 
treatment,”  and  is  now  studying  its  con- 
tent in  order  to  further  familiarize  him- 
self with  its  provisions. 

Both  Attorney  General  Robert  H.  Jack- 
son  and  “Trust  Buster”  Thurman  Arnold, 
likewise,  have  been  furnished  copies  of 
various  decree  drafts  and  over  the  week- 
end were  presented  with  the  latest  draft 
by  Robert  P.  Sher  and  James  V.  Hayes, 
assistants  to  the  attorney  general,  who 
have  been  conferring  with  defense  coun- 
sel these  past  few  weeks. 

All  Are  Invited 

If  Jackson  and  Arnold  approve  the  draft 
over  the  weekend,  Judge  Goddard  will  be 
asked  on  Tuesday  to  act. 

Hayes  points  out  that  inviting  interested 
parties  to  the  open  court  hearing  means 
“anyone  who  wants  to  be  heard  on  the 
decree  will  be  given  his  day  in  court.” 

All  general  meetings  between  distributor 
and  government  counsel  wound  up  Octo- 
ber 22  at  the  Bar  Association,  following  a 
hectic,  two-day  session  during  which  open 
points  on  arbitration  rules  and  regulations 
were  cleaned  up  as  well  as  unsettled 
phases  involved  in  wiping  out  the  pend- 
ing B&K  consent  decree  violation  in  Chi- 
cago and  a similar  action  against  FWC 
in  Los  Angeles. 

Continue  Other  Pacts 

Sher  and  Hayes  remained  in  New  York 
for  a few  extra  days  to  work  on  the  sup- 
plemental decrees  covering  Chicago  and 
Los  Angeles.  Hayes  stated  the  Chicago 
decree  may  be  ready  by  Monday  when  a 
hearing  is  scheduled  in  the  Windy  City. 
If  not,  a short  postponement  will  be  sought 
to  finalize  the  special  decree.  This  also 
applies  to  FWC,  but  there  is  no  immediate 
hearing  date.  However,  the  government  is 
anxious  to  get  the  matter  removed  from 
the  Los  Angeles  federal  calendar. 

The  latest  consent  draft  has  three  im- 
portant changes  not  in  the  August  3 draft, 
Sher  stated  at  a press  conference  follow- 
ing the  windup  of  the  general  sessions. 

At  the  request  of  Allied  and  “two  or 
three  other  independent  exhibitor  groups,” 
all  NRA  complaints  which  were  not  settled 
or  heard  at  the  time  of  the  Blue  Eagle’s 
death  can  now  be  given  a hearing.  This 
specifically  applies  to  requests  for  “run.” 

All  complaints  filed  with  the  department 
of  justice  in  writing  demanding  a “run” 
between  1935  and  1940  will  be  given  a 
hearing.  Heretofore,  according  to  the  de- 
cree, exhibitors  either  have  had  the  run 
and  lost  it  or  made  a demand  for  such  a 
run  in  writing  to  distributors.  Under  the 
(Continued  on  page  16) 


Decree  Won't  Stand 
Above  State  Laws 


New  York — If  the  arbitration  provisions, 
or  any  other  phases  of  the  consent  decree, 
prove  to  be  violations  of  local  state  laws, 
distributors  are  to  have  the  right  to  seek 
court  relief  from  operating  under  such 
provisions.  Also  signatories  are  to  have 
the  right,  from  time  to  time,  to  seek  modi- 
fication of  the  decree  if  its  conditions 
prove  unduly  burdensome  or  unnecessary. 

Clauses  in  the  decree  which  relate  to 
the  above  read,  “Whenever  obligations  or 
prohibitions  are  imposed  upon  the  defend- 
ants by  the  laws  or  regulations  of  any 
state  with  which  the  defendants  by  law 
must  comply,  the  court,  upon  application 
of  the  defendants,  or  any  of  them,  shall 
from  time  to  time  enter  orders  relieving 
the  defendants  from  compliance  with  any 
requirement  of  this  decree  in  conflict  with 
such  laws  or  regulations,  and  the  right  of 
the  defendants  to  make  such  applications 
and  to  obtain  such  relief  is  expressly 
granted. 

“Any  application  by  any  party  to  this 
decree  under  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  made  in  open  court  upon 
notice  to  all  of  the  other  parties  to  this 
decree,  and  each  such  party,  upon  such  ap- 
plication, shall  have  the  right  and  privilege 
of  requiring  the  production  of  witnesses 
upon  whose  testimony  such  application  is 
sought  or  opposed,  and  of  examining  and 
cross  examining  such  witnesses  in  accord- 
ance with  the  rules  of  the  court.” 


Separate  Decree  tor 
"Little  3"  Possible 


New  York — There  is  a strong  possibility 
a separate  consent  decree  may  result  from 
the  government’s  action  to  be  pressed 
against  the  “Little  Three.” 

This  is  intimated  by  a source  close  to 
the  department  of  justice  which  believes, 
however,  the  government  would  not  invite 
a decree  for  the  non-signatories  to  the 
settlement  proceedings.  The  suggestion 
would  have  to  come  from  the  distributors 
— UA,  Universal  and  Columbia. 

It  is  pointed  out  that,  if  such  a decree 
were  under  discussion,  blocks  of  five  sell- 
ing and  advance  trade  screenings  would 
have  to  be  included  to  provide  uniform 
selling  policy  throughout  the  entire  in- 
dustry. However,  insofar  as  other  parts  of 
the  decree  are  concerned,  all  phases  deal- 
ing with  theatre  operations  would  be 
eliminated  for  the  non-theatre  owning 
groups. 

At  the  moment,  government  attorneys 
figure  on  being  ready  to  prosecute  the 
“Little  Three”  in  the  spring,  probably 
about  May  1. 

The  present  complaint  will  be  amended 
by  the  entry  of  the  major  decree  but  the 
suit  will  stand  unchanged,  for  the  time 
being,  as  against  UA,  Universal  and  Co- 
lumbia. The  “Big  Five”  are  expected  to 
enter  denials  of  all  charges  in  the  petition 
when  the  decree  concerning  them  is  ready 
so  that  a formal  record  of  the  proceedings 
is  maintained. 
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Claudette  Colbert  and  Ray  Millanc 

with  WALTER  ABEL  • Directed  by  MITCHELL  LEiSEN  • Screen  Play  by  Charles  Brackett  and  Billy  Wild<, 


> Paramount’s 

laptation  by  Jacques  Thery  Of  An  Original  Story  by  Benjamin  Glazer  and  John  S.  Toldy  • A Paramount  Picture 
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TN  the  interest  of  further  arrest- 
• ing  audience  attention  by  dis- 
playing greater  generosity  in  titles, 
a la  the  switch  from  mere  "Brigham 
Young"  to  "Brigham  Young — Fron- 
tiersman," these  are  submitted  in  es- 
sentially the  geographical  manner: 

Yank  at  Oxford — England. 

Suez — Canal. 

Girl  From  Avenue  A — New 
York. 

Pier  13 — North  River. 

Waterloo  Bridge — London. 

Dodge  City — Kansas. 

Virginia  City — Nevada. 

Juarez — Mexico. 

San  Francisco — California 

Kid  From  Santa  Fe — New 
Mexico. 

Maryland — U.  S.  A. 

Colorado — Ditto. 

Arizona — Come  again, 

Wyoming — You  guessed  it. 

Western  Union — Telegraph 
Company. 

Wells  Fargo — Express  Com- 
pany. 

Tale  of  Two  Cities — London 
and  Paris. 

Union  Pacific — Railroad. 

In  Cld  Chicago — Illinois. 

Gangs  of  Chicago — Right  you 
are. 

Midnight — Eastern  Standard 
Time. 

West  of  Abilene — Kansas. 

Passport  to  Alcatraz — Prison. 

42nd  St. — New  York. 

52nd  St. — Also. 

Rio — de  Janeiro. 

So  This  Is  London — England. 

Dispatch  From  Reuters — Tele- 
graphic Agency. 

Rage  of  Paris — France. 

Drums  Along  the  Mohawk — 
River. 

Dinner  at  8 — P.  M. 

Show  Business 

Take  Wisconsin,  for  instance.  In 
the  interest,  if  it  is  that,  of  bolster- 
ing grosses,  these  ideas  are  prevail- 
ing: 

In  Milwaukee,  18  Fox  Midwest 
houses  are  staging  midnight  "Boo" 
and  "Take-a-Chance"  shows.  The 
winner  gets  a free  ticket  good  any 
time  the  ensuing  week.  In  Fond  du- 
Lac  and  Manitowoc  it's  "Sports- 
men's Shows."  Prizes  are  hunting 
equipment.  In  Wausau  and  Stevens 
Point,  they  call  it  "Shopper's  Guest" 
matinees.  Local  merchants  sponsor. 


supplying  guest  tickets  good  for  an 
admission  at  15  cents.  In  other 
words,  price  cutting. 

In  Green  Bay,  it's  a case  of 
"Screening  Nite"  Monday,  or  a pre- 
view thrown  in  with  the  regular 
show  at  the  one  price;  "Book  Nites," 
Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day; "Hollywood"  also  on  Wednes- 
day, as  well  as  Saturday;  "Fooey 
Nites"  Friday  and  a midnight  show 
Saturday  which  means  a two-for- 
one  gadget. 

Bravest  of  all,  however,  is  the 
Rialto  at  Kaukauna.  It  broadcasts 
the  Kaukauna  Klub  Cheese  show 
every  Friday  night  from  the  stage. 
Who  said  there  is  no  courage  among 
exhibitors? 

Salute  to  Courage 

Gripping  and  realistically  power- 
ful is  "London  Can  Take  It."  In  a 
ten  minute  vignette,  this  film  earns 
the  distinction  of  emerging  as  a cap- 
sule classic  of  a modern  metropolis 
under  attack  from  the  air — the  ef- 
fects on  physical  contour  and  on 
community  services,  but,  more  signi- 
ficantly, the  singular  lack  of  impact 
upon  the  courage  of  the  whole  of 
the  people. 

This  film  shows  London  and  Lon- 
doners who  can  take  it,  and  are. 
They  may  be  battered,  bewildered 
and  bruised.  But  they  are  on  their 
feet,  moreover  transmitting  the  im- 
pression they  propose  staying  that 
way,  come  what  may.  In  the  ex- 
cellence of  his  dialogue  and  its  fac- 
tual presentation,  Quentin  Reynolds, 
war  correspondent  of  "Collier's 
Weekly,"  furthers  that  impression. 

"London  Can  Take  It"  is  being 
distributed  by  Warner.  All  returns 
— and  that  means  all  returns — go  to 
British  War  Relief.  The  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  exhibitor  is  ob- 
vious. He  ought  to  play  this  sub- 
ject if  it  were  totally  devoid  of  any 
merit  as  an  attraction.  Qnly,  it  has. 
It's  so  good,  it  may  steal  his  show. 

Archive  Note 

Re-filing  of  an  amended  complaint 
in  the  Goldwyn-UA  litigation  con- 
firms reports  milling  around  as  of 
the  time,  some  months  old  now: 

That  the  producer  had  deals  un- 
der way  for  distribution  of  "The 
Westerner,"  now  safely  tucked  away 
in  the  UA  lineup,  of  course,  through 
Warner  and  Paramount. 
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Relief  Road  Widens  Allied  to  Oppose  the  Decree, 
In  Chicago,  L.  A.  Including  Blocks-oI-Five 


New  York — With  the  settlement  of  con- 
tempt proceedings  in  the  decrees  against 
Fox  West  Coast  in  Los  Angeles  and  B&K 
in  Chicago,  the  government  broadens  the 
master  decree  to  include  advantages  to  all 
exhibitors  operating  in  the  areas  con- 
trolled by  these  subsidiaries  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox and  Paramount. 

In  the  FWC  instance,  the  decree  is  sus- 
pended while  the  national  agreement  is  in 
effect  and  the  five-theatre  limitation  inso- 
far as  Section  10,  headed  “Discrimination 
Against  Independent  Theatres,”  is  con- 
cerned, will  not  apply  to  first  and  second 
runs  in  Los  Angeles,  first  subsequent  runs 
in  the  same  city  and  first  runs  in  other 
towns  and  cities  in  southern  California. 

In  other  words,  any  exhibitor  no  matter 
how  large  or  small  his  theatre  interest 
may  be  can  now  bring  a complaint  for 
arbitration  against  FWC  insofar  as  dis- 
crimination is  concerned. 

A government  attorney,  in  commenting 
on  the  settlement,  states,  “The  suit  was 
instituted  on  unreasonable  clearance.  If 
the  suit  proceeded  and  the  government 
won,  the  most  it  could  get  would  be  a fine 
against  the  circuit.  There  would  be  no 
change  in  clearance  which  the  compromise 
now  affords.” 

Terms  Include  Fine 

Terms  of  the  B&K  settlement  provide 
for  a $10,000  fine  to  be  paid  by  B&K,  B&K 
Management  Corp.  and  Paramount  Pic- 
tures and  the  indictment  against  Barney 
Balaban  to  be  dropped.  The  identical 
highlights  on  discrimination  obtain  with 
B&K  and  the  fivc-theatre  clause  is  not  to 
apply  to  first  and  second  runs  in  the  city 
and  suburbs  of  Chicago.  In  towns  and 
cities  outside  this  area,  but  served  by  the 
Chicago  exchange,  the  five-theatre  rule  is 
out  for  first  runs  only. 

When  the  contempt  hearings  are  slated 
for  formal  and  routine  disposal  of  the 
pending  actions,  the  three  B&K  affiliates 
will  plead  nolo  contendere  which  indicates 
an  intention  not  to  fight.  It  is  pointed  out 
this  assertion  does  not  admit  or  deny  guilt. 
The  same  procedure  will  apply  with  the 
FWC  proceedings. 

It  has  been  rumored  for  some  time  that 
the  master  decree  will  include  a provision 
disposing  of  the  two  contempts.  It  has 
also  been  reported  for  months  that  the 
Schine,  Griffith  and  Crescent  anti-trust 
actions  would  be  dismissed  as  against  the 
signers  of  the  decree.  Both  matters  have 
been  taken  care  of  in  the  decree. 

The  fact  that  the  government  has  made 
compromises  in  the  Los  Angeles  and  Chi- 
cago decrees  lends  weight  to  the  belief  a 
deal  for  a separate  decree  with  the  “Little 
Three”  may  be  forthcoming  shortly.  Some 
interests  are  inclined  to  believe  major 
spokesmen  may  intervene  in  an  effort  to 
bring  about  a harmonious  and  uniform 
sales  system  for  the  entire  industry. 


"Dictator"  at  Advanced 
Prices  for  Six  Months 

New  York — Fifteen  days  after  the  first 
newspaper  advertisements  appeared  here 
in  connection  with  the  local  two-theatre 
engagement  of  “The  Great  Dictator,”  UA 
inserted  a tag  line  in  daily  ads  which  runs : 
“ ‘The  Great  Dictator’  Will  Not  Be  Shown 
Anywhere  During  the  Next  Six  Months 
Except  at  Advanced  Prices.” 


Pittsburgh — Allied  will  oppose  the  pro- 
posed consent  decree,  including  the  pro- 
vision on  five-picture  sales  and  trade 
shows,  its  national  board  so  determined  it 
here.  The  opposition  will  find  expression 
either  in  the  form  of  a brief  or  an  appear- 
ance in  court  of  Abram  F.  Myers  in  New 
York  on  October  29. 

Myers,  addressing  the  West  Pennsylvania 
Allied  unit  here,  declared  that  the  decree, 
if  entered,  would  be  just  as  binding  as  a 
litigated  decree  and  re-emphasized  that 
the  plan  is  ready  for  the  entering  process 
“without  exhibitor  support.”  He  recounted 
the  history  of  the  anti-monopoly  suit  and 
the  decree  and  then  proceeded  to  go  into 
the  provisions,  employing  elemental  lan- 
guage. 

Condemns  Blocks 

The  provision  for  the  sale  of  pictures  in 
blocks  of  five  he  condemned  as  “wholly 
undesirable.”  This  will  not  correct  the  an- 
cient exhibitor  beef  of  compulsory  block 
booking,  Myers  stated.  Important,  in  this 
provision,  he  said,  is  that  such  sales  poli- 
cies would  interrupt  and  interfere  with  the 
long  standing  practice  of  buying  films  in 
large  blocks  and  the  steady  flow  of  product 
may  be  hampered,  thus  entailing  a hard- 
ship on  exhibitors  who  then  would  be  buy- 
ing product  throughout  the  year.  He  out- 
lined the  long  discussions  on  the  decree 
between  the  government  agency  and  the 
defendants  and  Allied’s  objections  from  the 
initial  proposal  on  such  a consent  decree. 
Allied’s  safeguards,  as  proposed,  were  not 
included  in  a newer  draft,  he  said.  Myers 
stated  that  he  had  never  been  able  to  de- 
termine the  “culprit”  who  first  suggested 
the  group  of  five  plan. 

Some  exhibitors  will  find  advantages  in 
the  block  of  five  sales,  Myers  stated,  and 


Kuykendall  Asserts  Myers 
Knows  MPTOA  Stand 

New  York — “I  cannot  forget  that  this  is 
the  same  Mr.  Myers  that  dragged  in  out- 
side reformers  to  besmirch  the  industry 
in  the  Neely  bill  hearings,  and  not  being 
convinced  of  his  sincerity  of  purpose  in 
this  instance  in  the  past,  I feel  no  in- 
clination to  answer  any  of  his  demands.” 

In  those  words  Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA 
president,  retorts  to  the  Allied  board  chair- 
man’s request  the  former  state  his  position 
in  respect  to  the  proposed  consent  decree. 
Kuykendall  supplements  his  “no  inclina- 
tion to  answer”  statement  with  the  obser- 
vation that  Myers  “knows  full  well  how 
MPTOA  stands.” 

“By  what  authority,  imaginary  or  real, 
can  Mr.  Myers  demand  statements  from 
Ed  Kuykendall,”  Kuykendall  himself  asks, 
“who  was  laboring  under  the  impression 
that  he  was  answerable  to  his  board  of  di- 
rectors only  and  after  all  Kuykendall’s 
personal  opinion  is  not  important,  but  the 
widely  expressed  objections  to  certain 
clauses  of  the  decree  by  thousands  of  ex- 
hibitors are  important  and  Mr.  Myers 
knows  how  they  stand  as  well  as  he  knows 
that  his  own  organization  is  almost  en- 
tirely opposed  to  some  of  the  decree  pro- 
visions.” 

“Is  it  possible,”  Kuykendall  concludes, 
“that  Mr.  Myers  has  worked  himself  into 
such  a position  by  endorsing  the  consent 
decree  that  he  seeks  to  becloud  the  real 
issue?” 


recited  that  such  a plan  in  the  opinion 
of  these  accounts  would  increase  the  se- 
lectivity of  product  and  would  be  an  in- 
centive for  better  production;  also  that  it 
would  give  a bargaining  power  not  pre- 
viously enjoyed  and  would  change  the  sales 
psychology  of  the  industry. 

Provisions  for  the  restriction  on  the 
forced  sale  of  shorts,  reissues,  western  and 
foreign  films  are  clear  cut,  he  pointed  out. 
Disputes  would  be  arbitrated  and  distribu- 
tors against  whom  such  awards  would  be 
made  would  forfeit  $500,  no  part  of  which 
would  go  to  the  exhibitor,  the  entire 
amount  going  to  the  arbitration  board. 
This  board  would  be  an  impartial  one, 
with  no  exhibitor  or  distributor  members, 
and  would  be  paneled  similar  to  a jury. 

Myers  stated  chain  buying  power  would 
be  decentralized  under  the  decree,  that 
national  circuits  would  make  deals  for  each 
film  territory  in  which  units  were  operated. 
Also,  that  exclusive  selling  would  be  out- 
lawed and  that  some  run  would  be  guar- 
anteed all  theatres. 

The  five-picture  group  plan  is  for  a trial 
period  for  the  season  of  1940-41,  which  is 
an  “escape”  clause,  and  such  sales  would 
“almost  automatically  terminate  at  the 
end  of  this  period,  unless  the  plan  proves 
exceptionally  successful,”  Myers  said. 

Expect  Flood  of  Plaints 

Assuming,  as  now  seems  likely,  that  the 
decree  is  entered,  Myers  stated  that,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  defunct  NRA,  he  ex- 
pects the  proposed  arbitration  boards  to 
be  flooded  with  complaints.  He  stated  that 
now  more  than  ever  before  exhibitors 
need  organization  to  meet  their  prob- 
lems. 

Sidney  E.  Samuelson  of  Philadelphia 
gave  a detailed  report  on  AID  f Allied  In- 
formation Department)  which  he  described 
as  “no  lynching  program  but  the  exhibi- 
tor’s policeman — the  business  arm  of  na- 
tional Allied.”  He  stated  that  4,500  product 
survey  cards  have  been  mailed  to  exhibi- 
tors and  that  the  response  has  been  very 
gratifying.  “Free  riders”  are  deriving 
benefits  from  the  reports  already  pub- 
lished, he  stated.  He  said  that  the  cards 
compiled  to  date  show  that  the  so-called 
buying  season  is  “the  grand  larceny  pe- 
riod.” These  surveys  are  accurate,  he  de- 
clared, and  have  not  been  challenged  on 
grounds  of  falsification  by  distributors.  He 
criticized  the  sales  policies  of  several  film 
companies  and  charged  that  one  company 
was  guilty  of  “supremely  bad  faith.” 


Columbia  Calls  Friedman 
From  London  to  Coast 

New  York  — Joseph  Friedman,  long 
managing  director  for  Columbia  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  leaves  for  Hollywood 
shortly  as  the  first  step  in  a plan  which 
may  ultimately  identify  him  as  a pro- 
ducer. The  British  sales  organization, 
meanwhile,  will  function  under  existing 
personnel  with  Max  Thorpe  as  sales  man- 
ager. 

It  is  understood  Friedman  will  return  to 
his  old  post  in  London  probably  after  the 
termination  of  the  war  and  that  Co- 
lumbia feels  the  experience  he  gathers  on 
the  coast  will  aid  the  company’s  British 
production  commitments  necessary  under 
the  quota  law. 
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Claudette  Colbert  Ray  Milland 

ARISE,  MY  LOVE 


DON’T  KICK  YOURSELF  later  for  not  planning 
NOW  to  give  Paramount’s  ^^ARISE/  MY  LOVE^^ 
EXTENDED  PLAYING  TIME.  This  picture  is  a 
great  audience  picture  that  builds  amazingly.  Look  at 
our  experience  at  the  New  York  Paramount! 

Audiences  go  absolutely  overboard  for  the  pic- 
ture, writing  such  comments  as:  "One  of  the  ten  best 
pictures  of  any  year,”  "Claudette’s  finest  in  years,” 
"Best  I’ve  seen,”  "Enjoyed  it  immensely,”  "Best  comedy  in  a long  time.”  New  York  critics  agreed 
with  these  comments,  gave  ^^ARISE/  MY  LOVE**  the  biggest  raves  given  a picture  on  Broadway  in 
months,  including  Four  Stars  from  the  Daily  News.  Most  important,  the  reviews  plus  the  word  of 
mouth  advertising  pushed  business  up  the  second  day  over  the  first  day  smash  . . . and  business 
climbed  the  second,  third  and  fourth  days  (at  edition  time  on  this  adv.  business  is  still  rising). 

So  we  ask  you  to  test  this  picture  for  yourself  by  previewing  NOW  before  an  audience. 
The  audience  will  tell  you  you’d  better  plan  a long  run  for  PARAMOUNT’S  (and  Hollywood’s) 
TOP  COMEDY  ROMANCE  SMASH! 


EXHIBITORS! 


WARNING  TO 


Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals 


I. — Initiation  of  Arbitration; 

An  arbitration  proceeding  shall  be  initiated  by 
filing  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  having  juris- 
diction (*)  of  the  controversy  a Demand  for  Arbi- 
tration and  a submission  as  provided  in  subdivi- 
sion 9 of  Section  XXII  of  the  Decree,  and  by 
depositing  therewith  $10  as  a filing  fee. 

The  Demand  for  Arbitration  shall  be  signed  by 
the  complainant  and  shall  set  forth: 

The  name  and  address  of  the  complaining  party; 
the  name  and  the  address  of  each  theatre  involved 
in  the  controversy;  the  name  and  address  of  each 
party  against  whom  complaint  is  made;  the 
name  and  address  of  each  exhibitor  or  distribu- 
tor whose  business  or  property  it  is  believed  by 
the  complainant  may  be  affected  by  an  award  in 
the  proceeding;  and  a brief  statement  in  simple 
language  of  the  claim  and  the  relief  sought. 

At  the  same  time  a sufficient  number  of  copies 
of  the  Demand  .shall  be  delivered  by  the  com- 
plainant to  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  for  delivery 
to  the  other  parties  named  in  the  Demand  and 
to  the  other  exhibitors  and  distributors  named 
therein. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  de- 
liver one  copy  to  each  of  such  parties  or  persons. 

Any  defending  party  may,  within  seven  days 
after  the  date  on  which  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal 
delivered  a copy  of  the  Demand  to  such  party, 
sign  and  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  a 
list  giving  the  name  and  address  of  each  exhibi- 
tor or  distributor  not  named  in  the  Demand  whose 
business  or  property  it  is  believed  by  such  party 
may  be  affected  by  an  award  in  the  proceeding. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  de- 
liver a copy  of  the  Demand  to  every  exhibitor  and 
distributor  named  in  any  list  filed  by  any  de- 
fending party. 

All  exhibitors  and  distributors  named  either 
in  the  Demand  or  in  any  list  filed  by  any  de- 
fending party  and  any  other  exhibitor  or  dis- 
tributor whose  business  or  property  may  be  af- 
fected by  an  award,  may  at  any  time  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  first  hearing  intervene  and 
thereby  become  a party  to  the  proceeding  by  fil- 
ing with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  a statement 
of  his  claim  which  shall  set  forth  his  interest  as 
an  intervenor  in  the  proceeding  and  a submis- 
sion as  provided  in  subdivision  9 of  Section  XXII 
of  the  Decree  and  by  depositing  therewith  $10  as 
a filing  fee. 

Any  party  who  intervenes  more  than  15  days 
after  the  filing  of  the  Demand  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  participate  in  the  selection  of  the  arbi- 
trator. 

II,  — Qualification  of  Arbitrators: 

No  person  shall  be  appointed  a member  of  a 
Panel  of  Arbitrators  established  in  accordance 
with  the  Decree  who  has  any  financial  interest 
in.  or  has  had  any  connection  with,  the  produc- 
tion, distribution  or  exhibition  of  motion  pictures, 
or  has  or  has  had  any  interest  in  any  motion 
picture  theatre,  as  landlord,  lessor  or  otherwise. 

No  member  of  a Panel  shall  serve  as  an  arbi- 
trator in  any  arbitration  proceeding  if  he  has, 
or  has  had  any  financial  or  other  relations  with 
any  party  to  an  arbitration,  or  any  interest  in 
the  result  of  the  arbitration,  or  has  any  personal 
bias,  which  might  prejudice  the  right  of  any 
party  to  a fair  and  impartial  award. 

III.  — Appointment  of  Arbitrators; 

Not  less  than  15  or  more  than  17  days  after 
the  filing  of  the  Demand  in  accordance  with 
Rule  I,  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  deliver 
to  each  party  an  identical  list  of  arbitrators  se- 
lected from  the  Panel  of  Arbitrators,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  parties  to  indicate  thereon 
their  preference  of  arbitrators.  A period  of  seven 
days  from  the  date  of  delivery  of  the  list  shall 
be  allowed  the  parties  for  the  return  of  the  list. 
If  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  does  not  receive  the 
list  from  any  party  within  said  period  all  the 
names  on  such  list  shall  be  deemed  acceptable  to 
such  party. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  ap- 
point an  arbitrator  from  the  names  indicated  as 
acceptable  to  the  parties.  In  the  event  no  name 
appears  from  the  lists  to  be  acceptable  to  the 
parties,  or  that  none  of  those  shown  to  be  ac- 
ceptable is  available,  the  American  Arbitration 
Association  shall  appoint  an  arbitrator  from  the 
remaining  members  of  the  Panel. 

Not  less  than  15  days  after  the  filing  of  the 
Demand  the  parties  to  any  controversy  may  in 
writing  unanimously  agree  upon  one  or  more 
arbitrators  from  the  Panel  of  Arbitrators  to  arbi- 
trate such  controversy,  providing  such  agreement 
is  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  prior  to 
the  appointment  of  an  arbitrator  by  the  Ameri- 
can Arbitration  Association. 

No  irregularity  in  the  appointment  of  an  arbi- 
trator shall  affect  the  validity  of  the  proceeding 
or  the  award. 

Notice  of  appointment  shall  forthwith  be  given 


to  the  arbitrator  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal, 
and  a signed  acceptance  obtained. 

IV.  — Removal  of  Arbitrator  and  Filling  of 

Vacancy: 

Upon  written  application  of  any  party  prior 
to  the  date  the  arbitrator’s  award  becomes  final, 
the  American  Arbitration  Association  shall,  upon 
proof  satisfactory  to  it  that  an  arbitrator  is  dis- 
qualified under  Rule  IT,  revoke  the  appointment 
of  such  arbitrator  and  declare  the  office  vacant 
and  the  award,  if  any,  vacated.  No  such  action 
shall  be  taken  by  the  American  Arbitration  Asso- 
ciation in  any  case  where  an  award  has  been 
made  unless  the  applicant  party  shall  have  given 
five  days’  notice  of  its  application  to  all  other 
parties.  Unless  application  for  disqualification 
is  made  immediately  following  the  discovery  of  the 
reason  therefore  a party  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
waived  such  disqualification. 

The  American  Arbitration  Association  may  also 
revoke  the  appointment  of  an  arbitrator  at  any 
time  by  reason  of  his  neglect.  refu.sal  or  failure 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office. 

If  the  appointment  of  an  arbitrator  is  revoked, 
or  if  by  reason  of  resignation,  death,  or  illness  an 
arbitrator  is  unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  his 
office,  a new  arbitrator  shall  forthwith  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  from  among 
the  names  acceptable  to  the  parties  or  by  the 
American  Arbitration  Association  in  accordance 
with  the  second  paragraph  of  Rule  III. 

V.  — Hearings: 

Hearings  shall  be  held  at  the  office  of  the 
Arbitration  Tribunal  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
controversy  involved  or  at  sucli  other  place  in 
the  same  Arbitration  District  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties  with  the  con.sent  of  the 
arbitrator. 

Hearings  shall  commence  as  promptly  as  pos- 
sible after  the  appointment  of  the  arbitrator. 

The  date  of  the  beginning  of  the  hearings  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  arbitrator,  who  may  adjourn  the 
hearing  from  time  to  time. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  deliver  to  the 
parties  written  notice  of  the  name  of  the  arbi- 
trator and  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  beginning 
of  the  hearing  at  least  five  days  prior  thereto, 
unless  such  notice  is  waived  by  the  parties. 

VI.  — Procedure  at  Hearings: 

The  arbitrator  shall  take  the  oath  of  office 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  administrator  before 
proceeding  with  the  hearing. 

Parties  may  appear  personally  or  be  repre- 
sented by  counsel  or  by  others. 

Each  party  shall  have  the  right  to  examine  or 
cross  examine  all  witnesses. 

Witnesses  shall  testify  under  oath  or  its  legal 
equivalent. 

All  evidence  shall  be  received  at  hearings  of 
which  all  parties  shall  have  had  due  notice  as 
herein  provided. 

The  arbitrator  shall  have  power  to  require  any 
party  to  produce  such  records  or  documents  as 
the  arbitrator  may  deem  neces.sary  to  a proper 
determination  of  the  controversy.  In  lieu  of  pro- 
ducing or  offering  original  records  or  documents, 
any  party  may  with  the  approval  produce  or 
offer  sworn  copies  thereof  or  sworn  excerpts  of 
the  relevant  or  material  portion  thereof.  If  any 
party  challenges  the  authenticity,  correctness  or 
adequacy  of  such  documents,  or  excerpts,  the 
arbitrator  shall  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of 
verifying  such  authenticity,  correctness  or  ade- 
quacy. All  exhibits  offered  in  evidence  shall  be 
numbered  and  so  marked  as  to  indicate  whether 
or  not  they  are  received. 

The  arbitrator  shall  be  the  judge  of  the 
relevancy  and  materiality  of  the  evidence  offered 
and  conformity  to  legal  rules  of  evidence  shall 
not  be  necessary. 

Whenever  the  arbitrator  deems  it  necessary  he 
may  make  any  inspection  in  connection  with  the 
subject  matter  of  the  controversy  upon  notice  to 
the  parties. 

The  arbitrator  may  hear  argument  and  receive 
briefs. 

VII.  — Closing  and  Reopening  the  Proceeding: 

After  all  parties  have  indicated  that  they  have 

no  further  evidence  to  offer,  the  arbitrator  shall 
declare  the  proceedings  closed. 

Prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  making 
an  award  the  arbitrator  may  reopen  a proceeding 
upon  his  own  initiative  or  for  good  cause  upon 
the  written  application  of  any  party,  on  five  days’ 
notice  to  all  other  parties. 

At  any  time  within  20  days  after  the  award 
has  been  filed  the  arbitrator  may  also  reopen  the 
proceedings  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  in- 
advertent errors  in  the  award. 

VIII.  — Defaults  and  Withdrawals: 

If  any  party  to  an  arbitration  defaults  or  with- 
draws from  the  proceeding  after  an  arbitrator  is 
appointed  the  proceeding  shall  nevertheless  con- 
tinue to  an  award  unless  all  other  parties  to  the 


proceeding  consent  to  a dismissal.  A i)arty  who 
defaults  or  withdraws  shall  not  be  entitled  to  par- 
ticipate further  in  the  proceeding. 

IX.  — Powers  of  Arbitrators: 

The  arbitrator  shall  have  the  powers  and  shall 
perform  the  duties  granted  to  and  imi)Osed  upon 
him  by  the  decree  and  these  rules,  and  in  making 
his  award  and  findings,  he  shall  comjdy  with  the 
decree  and  these  rules, 

X.  — Awards : 

The  awards  shall  lie  filed  with  the  Clerk  c>t  the 
Tribunal  within  30  days  from  the  date  of  closing 
the  proceedings;  or  from  the  date  fixed  by  the 
arbitrator  for  the  filing  of  briefs,  whichever  is 
later. 

The  award  shall  be  specific,  shall  contain  such 
findings  as  are  required  by  the  decree  and  shall 
be  signed  by  the  arbitrator  and  acknowledged  be- 
fore a notary  public  or  other  office  duly  authorized 
to  administer  oaths. 

In  his  award  the  arbitrator  shall  assess  costs 
against  the  losing  party  or  parties  oi'  apportion 
them  among  the  parties  as  he  may  deem  proper. 
Costs  shall  be  limited  to  the  arbitrator’s  fee  and 
the  filing  fees. 

Tlie  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  foithwith  de- 
liver a copy  of  the  award  and  any  corrected  awar<l 
to  each  party  with  the  date  of  filing  endorsed 
thereon. 

The  award  shall  become  final  and  binding  upon 
the  parties  20  days  after  the  filing  thereof  unless 
an  appeal  is  taken  therefrom  in  accordance  with 
Rule  XIV. 

XT. — Arbitrator’s  Fees: 

The  American  Arbitration  Association  slia'l  fi.x 
for  each  Arbitration  District  the  per  diem  rate 
of  the  arbitrator’s  fee  wdiich  in  no  evi  nt  shall  ex- 
ceed $50  per  diem.  The  arbitrator  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  per  diem  fee  for  each  day  or  iiart 
thereof  that  he  shall  attend  a hearing  or  make 
an  inspection.  No  other  compensation  and  no 
gratuities  or  benefits  of  any  kind  shall  be  paid 
to  or  conferred  upon  an  arbitrator  by  any  party. 

Any  expenses  incurred  by  an  arbitrator  in  mak- 
ing inspect’ons  as  provided  in  Rule  VI  shall  be 
borne  equally  by  the  parties. 

Prior  to  the  eommencenn  nt  of  each  day’s  hear- 
ing or  inspection,  each  party  to  the  iiroceeding 
shall  dei>osit  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Trilmnal  a 
sum  efiual  to  the  arliitrator’s  per  diem  fe'^.  Failure 
to  make  such  deposit  shall  constitute  a default. 

After  the  award  is  filed,  the  arbitrator  shall  be 
paid  his  fee  out  of  the  deposits  made  by  the 
parties  to  the  proceeding.  The  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  shall  return  any  undisburscd  surt^s  to  the 
parties  entitled  thereto  upon  the  final  d'sposition 
of  the  contrf)versy. 

XII.  — Stenographic*  Costs: 

The  Clerk  of  the  Trilmnal  shall  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangement  for  the  taking  of  a stenographic 
record  of  the  testimony  when  such  a record  is  re- 
quested by  one  or  more  of  the  ]>aities  who  must 
deposit  the  cost  thereof  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal. 

Any  party  desiring  a transcript  of  the  steno- 
graphic record  of  the  hearing  shall  pay  the  cost 
thereof  and,  in  the  event  that  such  party  did  not 
pay  the  cost  of  taking  stenographic  record,  it 
shall  reimburse  the  other  I'arty  or  parties  for  the 
cost  thereof, 

XIII.  — Extensions  of  Time: 

The  parties  may  in  writing  iinanimouslv  agree 
to  extend  the  time  specified  in  any  of  the  fore- 
going rules  and  except  as  to  Rule  X the  arbitra- 
tor may  do  so  upon  the  written  application  of  any 
party  upon  five  days’  notice  to  all  other  parties. 

XIV.  — Notice  of  Appeal: 

Any  party  to  an  arbitration  proce-^ding  may  aii- 
peal  from  an  award  by  filing  a noti<'e  of  appeal 
and  depositing  a filing  fee  of  $25  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Tribunal  in  which  the  award  was  made,  not 
later  than  20  days  after  the  date  of  filing  of  the 
award.  The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shad  forth- 
with deliver  a copy  of  the  notice  of  appeal  with 
the  date  of  filing  endorsed  thereon  to  each  party 
of  the  proceeding  and  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal 
Board. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board  shall  docket  the 
appeal  and  shall  notify  the  ] arties  to  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  docket  number  of  .the  appeal. 

Within  10  days  after  filing  a notice  of  appeal, 
the  Appellant  shall  have  made  at  his  own  ex- 
pense and  shall  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal 
in  which  the  award  was  made,  three  copies  of  the 
transcript  of  the  stenographic  record  of  the  hear- 
ing or  such  abbreviation  thereof  as  n\ay  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties. 

XV.  — Record  on  Appeal: 

Upon  receipt  of  the  three  copies  of  the  tran- 
script filed  by  the  Appellant  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  shall  forthwith  prepare  the  record  on 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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^^Sure-fire  for  laughs  netted  by  a comedy  that  moves 
along  at  a fine  tempo/' 


MOr/OJV  PICTURE  DAILY... 

"A  most  hilarious  film  . . . gleans  the  maximum  number 
of  laughs  from  its  material/' 

VARIETY  DAILY... 

"Slapstick  digs  in  with  both  feet  in  snagging  a new 
lease  on  life  in  this  one.  Here  are  76  minutes  of  it  . . . 
will  play  to  continuous  laughter." 

HOLLYWOOD  REPORTER... 

"The  fastest  and  funniest  of  the  series.. .kept  last  night's 
preview  audience  in  stitches  from  start  to  finish." 


BEGIN  WHERE  MEXICAN  SPITFIRt  LEFT  OFF! 


Arbitralion,  Appeal 
Machinery  Set  Up 


(Continued  from  page  11) 

appeal  which  shall  consist  of  the  following: 

1.  The  demand  for  arbitration  and  the  sub- 
mission. 

2.  Statements  of  claims  and  submissions  of  in- 
tervening parties. 

3.  Notice  of  appointment  and  signed  acceptance 
of  the  arbitrator. 

4.  Clerk’s  record  of  hearing. 

5.  Three  copies  of  the  transcript  of  the  steno- 
graphic record  of  hearing  or  such  abbreviation 
thereof  as  may  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
parties. 

6.  Exhibits  received  in  evidence  and  exhibits 
offered  but  not  received  in  evidence  except  such 
as  may  be  omitted  by  stipulation  of  the  parties. 

7.  The  award. 

Unless  earlier  requested  by  the  Appeal  Board 
or  its  Clerk,  the  record  on  appeal  shall  remain 
on  file  in  the  Tribunal  until  the  time  for  filing 
of  briefs  as  provided  in  Rule  XVI  has  expired. 

Immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  such  time 
the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  transmit  the  record 
on  appeal  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board. 

XVI.  — Proceedings  on  Appeal: 

Within  30  days  after  the  filing  of  the  notice 
of  appeal,  each  party  shall  deliver  a copy  of  his 
brief  on  appeal  to  every  other  party  and  file 

with  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board  six  copies  of 
such  brief  with  proof  of  delivery  of  copies  thereof 
to  the  other  parties. 

Within  40  days  after  the  filing  of  the  notice  of 

appeal  each  party  shall  deliver  a copy  of  any 

answering  brief  to  every  other  party  and  file 

with  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board  six  copies 
of  such  brief  with  proof  of  delivery  of  copies 
thereof  to  the  other  parties. 

Upon  the  written  agreement  of  all  parties  the 
Appeal  Board  shall  and  upon  its  own  initiative 
may  order  oral  argument.  At  any  time  not  later 
than  five  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  time 
for  filing  answering  briefs  any  party  may  apply 
to  the  Appeal  Board  for  permission  to  prevent 
oral  argument.  Such  application  must  be  in 
writing  and  must  state  the  reasons  therefore  and 
must  be  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board, 
together  with  proof  of  delivery  of  a copy  thereof 
to  each  of  the  parties.  Five  days  shall  be  al- 
lowed for  the  filing  of  objections  to  such  applica- 
tion. The  ruling  on  such  application  shall  be 
made  by  the  Appeal  Board  forthwith  after  the 
expiration  of  the  five  day  period  allowed  for  the 
filing  of  objections  and  a copy  of  the  ruling  shall 
forthwith  be  delivered  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal 
Board  to  all  parties. 

When  the  Appeal  Board  has  ordered  oral  argu- 
ment it  shall  fix  the  date  thereof.  The  Clerk  of 
the  Appeal  Board  shall  deliver  to  the  parties  notice 
in  writing  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  argument, 
at  least  10  days  prior  thereto. 

Oral  arguments  shall  be  heard  by  the  Appeal 
Board  only  in  New  York.  New  York. 

XVII.  — Decision  and  Opinion  of  the  Appeal  Board: 

All  members  of  the  Appeal  Board  shall  pass  on 

all  appeals  and  all  other  matters  and  the  con- 
currence of  two  shall  be  necessary  to  a decision. 

The  decision  of  the  Appeal  Board  together  with 
an  opinion  stating  the  reasons  therefore  shall  be 
in  writing  and  signed  by  the  members  of  the  Ap- 
peal Board  or  a majority  thereof.  The  decision 
shall  be  acknowledged  before  a notary  public  or 
other  officer  duly  authorized  to  administer  oaths. 
The  decision  and  opinion  shall  be  filed  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board  and  copies  thereof 
shall  forthwith  be  delivered  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Appeal  Board  to  each  of  the  parties  and  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  who  shall  file  the  same. 

The  Appeal  Board  in  its  decision  may  affirm, 
modify,  correct  or  reverse  the  award  of  the  arbi- 
trator including  provision  for  costs  therein,  or 
may  remand  the  proceeding  to  the  Tribunal  for 
a rehearing  or  for  further  action  in  accordance 
with  the  decision  of  the  Appeal  Board. 

The  Appeal  Board  in  its  decision  may  a.ssess  the 
cost  of  the  transcript  of  the  stenographic  records 
against  the  losing  party  or  parties,  or  apportion 
it  among  the  parties  as  it  deems  proper. 

XVIII. — Proceedings  Subsequent  to  Decision  of 
Appeal  Board; 

Unless  the  Appeal  Board  remands  the  proceed- 
ing to  the  Tribunal  the  decision  of  the  Ai>peal 
Board  shall  be  the  final  award  and  shall  become 
binding  on  all  parties  when  it  is  filed  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Tribunal. 

When  the  Appeal  Board  remands  a proceeding 
the  arbitration  shall  thereupon  proceed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  decision  of  the  Appeal  Board. 

Within  10  days  after  the  decision  of  the  Ap- 
peal Board  has  been  filed  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  the  Appeal  Board  may  reopen  the  pro- 
ceeding for  the  purpose  of  correcting  inadvertent 
errors.  In  such  case,  the  corrected  decision  shall 
be  the  final  award  and  shall  be  signed  and  ac- 
knowledged and  copies  thereof  shall  be  delivered 


and  filed  as  provided  in  Rule  XVII.  Such  cor- 
rected decision  shall  be  the  final  award  and 
shall  become  binding  upon  the  parties  when  it  is 
filed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal. 

XIX. — Submission  of  Other  Controversies: 

Controversies  other  than  those  for  which  arbi- 
tration is  provided  by  the  decree  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  arbitration  system  by  the  parties 
thereto  provided: 

(a)  At  least  one  of  the  parties  thereto  is  a 

REVIEW 

FLASHES 

BLONDIE  PLAYS  CUPID  (Col)— It  begins  to 
look  as  though  the  Blondie  series  will  go 
on  forever,  for  in  this  latest  adventure  of 
the  Bumstead  clan  the  laughs  come  thick 
and  fast  and  the  vehicle  has  been  cun- 
ningly shaped  to  the  same  formula  which 
has  made  previous  entries  such  popular 
and  profitable  program  fare.  Blondie  is  as 
pert.  Dogwood  as  childish,  and  Baby 
Dumpling  as  precocious  as  ever,  and  the 
film  is  undoubtedly  destined  for  success- 
ful reception  everywhere.  Robert  Sparks 
produced;  Frank  R.  Strayer  directed. 

HULLABALOO  (M-G-M)— There  are  copious 
elements  of  definite  audience  appeal  in 
this  broad  comedy  backgrounded  against 
a mythical  radio  station  and  providing 
Frank  Morgan — given  excellent  technical 
assistance — with  an  opportunity  for  some 
hilarious  clowning  and  mimicry.  Several 
outstanding  specialty  singers  and  a per- 
sonable screen  newcomer,  Dan  Dailey  jr., 
add  to  the  picture's  assets.  Louis  K.  Sid- 
ney produced;  Edwin  L.  Marin  directed. 

MEET  THE  WILDCAT  (Univ)— The  customers 
will  not  be  too  disappointed  if  they  never 
meet  the  wildcat.  Purporting  to  be  a com- 
edy-mystery with  a Mexican  locale,  the 
picture  is  hopelessly  handicapped  from 
scratch  by  a frail  screenplay  in  which  the 
laughs  are  few  and  thin,  while  the  biggest 
mystery  is  why  a potentially  effective  cast, 
headed  by  Ralph  Bellamy  and  Margaret 
Lindsay,  should  have  been  wasted  on  such 
impotent  material.  Only  the  more  naive 
neighborhood  and  matinee  trade  will  ac- 
cept the  film  without  grumbling.  Arthur 
Lubin's  direction  does  little  to  save  the 
situation.  Joseph  E.  Sanford  produced. 

NIGHT  TRAIN  (20th-Fox)— There's  about  90 
minutes  of  socking  good  “foreign  agent'' 
melodrama,  laid  against  the  current  war, 
but  not  over-emphasizing  it,  in  this  Eng- 
lish production.  Because  of,  and  not  in 
spite  of,  the  machinations  of  the  Hitler 
regime  and  war  machine  it  is  a film  that 
goes  into  the  "exploitation  natural"  cate- 
gory. The  names,  for  American  audiences, 
are  slightly  on  the  weaker  side,  but  the 
story,  excellent  handling  of  native  dia- 
logue, suspense  and  crisp  action  will  more 
than  make  up  for  this  factor. 

WHO  KILLED  AUNT  MAGGIE?  (Rep)— Mur- 
der mystery  of  the  clutching  hand,  haunted 
house  variety,  in  which  chills  and  laughs 
vie  for  dominance.  There's  plenty  of  fun 
in  this  for  all  but  the  most  discriminating 
fans.  Albert  J.  Cohen  gave  the  picture 
substantial  production  values  and  Arthur 
Lubin  directed  ably.  A cast  of  veteran 
troupers  apparently  relished  their  respec- 
tive chores  and  generally  worth-while  per- 
formances resulted.  The  film  may  safely 
be  tabbed  as  satisfactory  program  material. 

Complete  reviews  on  the  above  pictures 
will  appear  in  an  early  issue. 


Rules  Explain  How 
System  Will  Work 

consenting  defendant, 

(b)  A submission  in  writing  setting  forth  the 
controversy  to  be  arbitrated  be  signed  by  all  the 
parties  thereto  and  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  having  jurisdiction. 

All  the  foregoing  rules  insofar  as  they  are  ap- 
plicable shall  apply  to  the  arbitration  of  such  con- 
troversies except  as  the  submission  may  otherwise 
provide  and  except  that  no  exhibitor  or  distribu- 
tor may  intervene  therein. 

XX.  — Access  to  Records: 

At  no  time  shall  access  to  the  record  of  any 
proceeding  or  appeal  be  permitted  to  any  person 
not  a party  except  that  awards,  decisions  and 
opinions  may  be  made  public. 

XXI.  — Extension  of  Time: 

The  parties  may  by  written  agreement  extend 
the  time  specified  in  any  of  the  rule.s  relating  to 
appeals,  and  the  Appeal  Board  may  do  so  upon 
the  written  application  of  any  party  made  upon 
five  days’  notice  to  all  other  parties. 

XXII.  — Amendments  to  Rules: 

Subject  to  the  provision  of  the  decree  these 
rules  may  be  amended  or  added  to  by  the  Ad- 
ministrator with  the  approval  of  the  Appeal  Board. 

XXIII. — Definitions : 

“Decree”  means  the  Consent  Decree  dated  Octo- 
ber  1 940,  entered  in  the  United  States 

District  Court  for  the  Southern  Di.'^trict  of  New 
York  in  an  action  entitled  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica vs.  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  et  al. 

“Filing”  means  actual  receipt  by  the  Clerk. 

“Clerk  of  the  Tribunal”  means  the  Clerk  of 
the  Arbitration  Tribunal  having  jurisdiction. 

“Arbitration  Tribunal”  and  “Tribunal”  mean 
the  Tribunal  established  by  the  American  Arbitra- 
tion Association  in  any  exchange  district  as  pro- 
vided in  the  consent  decree. 

“Delivered”  or  “Delivery”  mean  either  personal 
delivery  or  the  placing  of  the  document  in  the 
mails  properly  stamped  and  addressed  to  the  per- 
son intended  to  receive  such  documents. 

“Tribunal  having  jurisdiction”  means  the 
Tribunal  maintained  pursuant  to  Section  XXII  of 
the  decree  and  located  in  the  territory  in  which 
tlie  complainant  theatre  is  located  and  shown  on 
the  map  filed  herewith  and  made  a part  of  these 
rules.  (*•*)  The  parties,  however,  may  select  any 
other  tribunal  by  written  agreement  filed  with 
the  American  Arbitration  Association  which  .ehall 
then  direct  the  proceedings  to  the  designated 
tribunal. 

“Arbitration  District”  means  the  territory 
throughout  which  the  tribunal  shall  have  juris- 
diction. 

“Person”  means  any  individual.  partner-;hip,  un- 
incorporated association  or  coriioration. 

“Proof  of  Delivery”  means  admis.sions  of  ser- 
vice or  any  affidavit  of  personal  service  or  of 
mailing. 

(*)  Filed  herewith  and  made  a part  of  these 
rules  is  a map  showing  the  territory  throughout 
which  each  Arbitration  Tribunal  shall  have  juris- 
diction and  the  city  in  which  each  Arbitration 
Tribunal  shall  be  located. 

(**)  Under  Rule  XIV  no  appeal  can  be  taken 
unless  three  copies  of  the  transcript  of  the  record 
are  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal, 

(*♦*)  When  a distributor  institutes  an  arbitra- 
tion proceeding  the  “Tribunal  having  jurisdiction” 
shall  be  the  Tribunal  in  the  territory  in  which 
the  theatre  involved  is  located. 


All  Above  Cost  to  Red 
Cross  From  "Liberty" 

New  York — The  American  Red  Cross 
will  receive  all  money  that  accrues  from 
exhibition  of  “Land  of  Liberty”  over  and 
above  cost  of  distribution  by  M-G-M, 
which  will  handle  it  on  a national  scale. 
Exhibitors  will  be  asked  to  pay  a sum 
equivalent  to  the  average  cost  of  a second 
feature  for  the  condensed  version  of  the 
MPPDA’s  official  contribution  to  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair.  It  has  been  cut  to 
about  90  minutes  and  is  expected  to  go 
into  general  release  shortly  after  Janu- 
ary 1. 

M-G-M  spokesmen  declare  they  have 
been  informed  by  the  Office  of  Govern- 
ment Reports  in  Washington  that  more 
than  25  per  cent  of  all  requests  during  the 
past  two  weeks  have  been  inquiries  on  the 
feature. 
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War  Film  Proceeds 
For  British  Reliei 

New  York — All  revenue  derived  from 
bookings  of  "London  Can  Take  It,"  10 
minute  short  of  the  English  capital  in 
wartime,  goes  to  British  War  Relief,  ac- 
cording to  Gradwell  L.  Sears. 

"Not  a penny  will  be  deducted  for 
print  and  distribution  costs,  or  deprecia- 
tion. Every  nickel  is  for  the  British  War 
Relief,"  he  adds. 

Warner  has  ordered  GOO  prints  and  will 
drive  for  immediate  dates  around  the 
country.  The  picture,  which  demonstrates 
how  Londoners  are  taking  the  Nazi  air 
blitzkrieg,  carries  a commentary  by 
Quentin  Reynolds,  war  correspondent  of 
"Collier's." 

See  "Notes  to  You"  on  page  8,  for 
comment. 

^ 

$12,500,000  Is  Likely 
Total  From  Britain 

New  York — Great  Britain’s  second  of- 
fer permitting  $12,500,000  in  remittances 
to  the  United  States  for  the  year  be- 
ginning November  1,  appears  to  be  the 
proposal  most  likely  to  be  accepted  by  the 
major  companies,  it  is  learned  following  an 
important  meeting  of  foreign  heads  and 
their  assistants  at  the  Hays  office  Tues- 
day afternoon. 

Several  months  ago,  England  offered  to 
permit  5,000,000  in  dollars  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  American  home  offices,  the  bid 
being  flatly  rejected.  The  second  offer  of 
$12,500,000  is  a drop  of  $5,000,000  from 
the  current  provision  which  allows  a total 
of  $17,500,000  to  be  shipped  across  the 
Atlantic. 

Negotiations  for  the  majors  have  been 
handled  by  Ambassador  Joseph  P.  Kennedy, 
who  was  slated  to  arrive  Friday  by  Clipper 
from  Lisbon. 

With  the  exception  of  London  proper, 
major  companies  report  no  noticeable  de- 
cline in  gross  business  in  England.  London 
has  been  hard  hit  by  bombs  within  the 
past  few  months,  but  distributors  feel  the 
damage  has  had  little  effect  on  total  I’e- 
sults. 

National  Review  Board 
To  Meet  in  November 

New  York — The  annual  conference  of 
the  National  Board  of  Review  will  be  held 
in  November  instead  of  February  as  has 
been  the  custom  for  the  past  16  years,  ac- 
cording to  James  Shelley  Hamilton,  ex- 
ecutive secretary.  The  event  this  year 
takes  place  November  14  to  16  at  the  Hotel 
Pennsylvania. 


Condemned  by  Legion 

New  York  — The  Legion  of  Decency 
places  “Time  in  the  Sun”  in  its  “con- 
demned” classification  and  cites  this  rea- 
son: 

“This  film  is  a collection  of  scenes  from 
material  produced  in  Mexico  by  the  Com- 
munist director,  S.  M.  Eisenstein.  Its  im- 
port, together  with  accompanying  narra- 
tion, is  anti-religious,  anti-Christian  and 
historically  false.  It  constitutes,  in  the 
main  an  ideological  perversion  of  the  sub- 
ject to  purposes  of  Marxian  Communism.” 


Decency  Legion  Head 
Calls  for  "Vigilance" 


Richmond,  Va. — The  number  of  morally 
objectionable  pictures  has  increased  and, 
thus,  vigilance  is  “the  order  of  the  day,” 
stated  Rev.  John  J.  McClafferty,  executive 
secretary  of  the  National  Legion  of 
Decency,  at  a meeting  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture department  of  the  International 
Federation  of  Catholic  Alumnae. 

“Recently  certain  indications  and  in- 
clinations have  become  apparent  in  the 
cinema  which  provide  cause  for  concern 
and  apprehension  among  those  desirous  of 
maintaining  high  standards  of  decency  and 
morality  in  films, ” he  declared.  “The 
number  of  morally  objectionable  pictures 
has  increased.  The  number  of  pictures 
deemed  suitable  for  general  patronage  has 
declined. 

“There  is  a tendency  toward  indecencies 
in  the  treatment  of  films.  There  is  a 
retrogression  toward  accepting  immoral 
situations  as  permissible.  The  old  prac- 
tice of  neglecting  to  portray  evil  as  evil 
would  seem  to  be  clamoring  for  a return 
engagement. 

“The  type  of  some  of  the  literary  ma- 
terial being  adapted  to,  or  contemplated 
for,  motion  picture  production  likewise 
arouses  apprehension. 

“Vigilance  should  be  the  order  of  the 
day  so  that  the  motion  picture  industry’s 
policy  of  self-regulation  may  by  all  high- 
minded  citizens  be  sustained  in  the  proper 
discharge  of  a momentous  responsibility 
so  important  for  the  moral  well-being  and 
best  interests  of  souls,  the  family,  youth 
and  our  beloved  country.” 


Protests  Restrictions  on 
Government  Film 

Washington — Columbia  has  protested  to 
the  government  it  cannot  successfully  dis- 
tribute “The  Fight  for  Life,”  government 
semi-documentary  film,  unless  there  is  a 
relaxing  of  the  restrictions  imposed  upon 
the  character  of  advertising  accompanying 
exhibition. 

Representatives  of  the  federal  security 
agency  were  told  by  a Columbia  attorney 
the  government  cannot  expect  the  wide 
distribution  it  had  originally  anticipated 
because  exhibitors  decline  to  book  the 
film  unless  they  can  employ  their  own 
plan  of  exploitation  and  advertising.  The 
attorney  also  is  said  to  have  declared 
theatre  owners  are  manifesting  a passive 
resistance  to  the  film  because  they  are 
being  asked  to  pay  rental  for  it,  while  two 
previous  government-sponsored  films — 
“The  Plough  That  Broke  the  Plains”  and 
“The  River” — were  both  distributed  gratis 
by  Paramount. 

Columbia  was  forced  into  the  position  of 
declaring  itself  here  when  the  PSA  took 
strong  exception  to  the  “sensational”  type 
campaign  employed  by  the  Bryant  Theatre 
in  New  York,  which  subjugated  the  title 
to  the  management’s  own  conception  of 
how  the  film  should  be  sold. 

Proceeds  of  "Fantasia" 
Debut  for  War  Relief 

New  York — Proceeds  of  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “Fantasia”  at  the  Broadway  on 
November  13  will  go  to  the  British  War 
Relief  Society.  The  price  scale  for  open- 
ing night  is  from  $5  to  $10.  The  society 
is  endeavoring  to  make  the  premiere  one 
of  the  social  events  of  the  season. 


Goddard  Will  Hear 
Decree  Dissenters 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

broadened  plan,  such  complaints  or  de- 
mands which  were  received  by  the  govern- 
ment will  now  be  heard. 

Clearances  in  franchises  of  the  “Big 
Five”  can  now  be  arbitrated  under  the 
new  provision.  Under  the  previous  plan 
in  the  decree  any  franchise  made  before 
the  government  called  a halt  to  the  suit 
on  June  7 could  not  be  arbitrated  as  to 
clearance.  This  is  now  out  and  replaced 
by  the  provision  which  permits  clearances 
of  the  signatories  to  be  settled  by  local 
arbitration  tribunals. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the 
theatre  “standstill”  agreement,  according 
to  Sher  and  Hayes.  “During  the  trial 
period  of  three  years,  the  government  has 
agreed  not  to  press  for  divorcement.  It  is 
the  hope  of  all  that  the  arbitration  sys- 
tem and  new  sales  method  will  eliminate 
alleged  unfair  trade  practices  in  the  in- 
dustry,” Hayes  said.  “So  there  is  no  need 
to  press  divorcement  at  this  time.  If  it 
does  not  work  out  the  way  we  hope  it  will, 
the  government  is  free  to  go  ahead  with 
its  suit.” 

Government  counsel  added  there  are 
minor  exceptions,  but  in  any  event  he  does 
not  anticipate  a program  of  general  ex- 
pansion. 


/.  M.  Knaut  Is  New  RCA 
Photophone  Sales  Head 

Camden,  N.  J. — J.  M.  Knaut  is  now  man- 
ager of  RCA  Photophone  sales,  succeeding 
Van  Ness  Phillips  who  reported  for  mili- 
tary duty  September  1.  Knaut,  for  the  last 
eight  years,  has  been  in  charge  of  financial 
and  accounting  of  RCA  Victor  Argentina 
at  Buenos  Aires. 

Jay  D.  Cook,  international  division  man- 
ager, at  the  same  time  lists  three  other 
appointments.  E.  M.  Roberts,  former  vice- 
president  of  RCA  Victor  of  China,  is  now 
vice-president  and  treasurer  of  RCA  Vic- 
tor Argentina.  Dan  Des  Foldes  transfers 
to  the  latter  company  in  charge  of  record- 
ing and  record  sales.  G.  H.  Connelly  re- 
places Des  Foldes. 

rt 

204  London  Theatres 
Completely  Darkened 

New  York — Private  information  reach- 
ing foreign  sales  managers  reveals  204 
theatres  in  Greater  London  are  out  of  the 
running,  but  for  a variety  of  reasons. 

In  some  instances,  the  buildings  have 
been  requisitioned  by  the  government 
for  war  purposes.  Fifty-nine  houses  are 
incapacitated  by  "enemy  action"  which, 
of  course,  means  they  have  been  totally 
or  partially  demolished  by  Nazi  bombs. 

The  extent  to  which  exhibition  in  the 
British  capital  has  been  hit  by  the  war 
becomes  apparent  with  the  realization 
that  London  has  about  400  picture  houses 
in  toto. 

In  the  provinces  and  in  areas  gener- 
ally removed  from  the  persistent  Ger- 
man air  blitzkrieg,  theatre  business  is  re- 
ported to  be  unusually  good. 

■>) 
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MARKED  FOB  SHOWMANSHIP!  Woild  Premiere  Nov.  1 
at  Albee  ahd.Sfiubert  Theatres  in  'Cincinnati,  home -town  of 
Tyrone  Power  . . . and  Tyrone  Power  appears  in  person!  Tre- 
mendous human  interest ! A publicity  natural  for  the  nation  I 
Coast-to-coast  broadcasts!  Tyrone  Power  starring  on  Kate 
Smith  Hour  (8-9  P.  m.  est  ) Nov.  1 , and  Vox  Pop  air-show  ( 7 :30 
P.  M.  EST)  Oct,  31,  over  CBS,  both  emanating  from  Cincin- 
nati for  the  occasion!  That’s  how  20th  backs  its  big  ones! 


Big  Chicago  Welcome 
For  "NWMP"  Stars 


Chicago — “They  Came!  They  Saw!  They 
Conquered.”  That,  in  brief,  tells  the  story 
of  the  American  premiere  of  Paramount’s 
“North  West  Mounted  Police”  Thursday 
night  at  B&K’s  Chicago  and  State-Lake 
theatres.  Chicago’s  famous  loop  was  a 
solid  mass  of  humanity  on  premiere  night 
when  the  local  citizenry  paid  homage  to 
Cecil  B.  DeMille  and  a sextet  of  stars — 
Gary  Cooper,  Madeleine  Carroll,  Paulette 
Goddard,  Robert  Preston,  Preston  Foster 
and  Lynne  Overman. 

Premiere  night  started  with  a coast-to- 
coast  broadcast  originating  in  the  studios 
of  WGN,  and  broadcast  over  131  Mutual 
stations.  From  the  studios  De  Mille  and 
the  stars  were  rushed  to  the  State-Lake 
Theatre  where  they  received  the  plaudits 
of  a packed  house.  The  celebrities  then 
made  their  appearance  on  a specially  built 
“Bridge  of  Stars,”  which  stretched  from 
the  State-Lake  across  the  street  to  the 
Chicago.  In  the  midst  of  a spotlight 
formed  by  a battery  of  11  searchlights,  25 
huge  kleig  lights,  and  an  assortment  of 
smaller,  vari-colored  lights,  the  famous 
visitors  received  the  plaudits  of  thousands. 
The  evening  came  to  a climax  at  the  B&K 
flagship,  the  Chicago,  where  the  “North- 
west Mounted”  group  made  a personal  ap- 
pearance on  the  stage. 

Executives  Attend 

All  the  top-notch  Paramount  executives 
attended  the  premiere  giving  it  the  ap- 
pearance of  a Paramount  convention. 
Among  those  answering  present  were: 
Adolph  Zukor,  chairman  of  the  board; 
Barney  Balaban,  president;  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man, vice-president  in  charge  of  produc- 
tion; Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  in  charge  of  distribution; 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  western  division  man- 
ager; Cliff  Lewis,  director  of  studio  ad- 
vertising and  publicity;  R.  M.  Gillham, 
general  director  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity, and  his  assistant,  Alec  Moss;  and 
Leonard  Goldenson  and  Sam  Dembow  of 
the  theatre  department. 

Following  the  Chicago  premiere,  Made- 
leine Carroll  and  William  H.  Pine,  asso- 
ciate producer  and  executive  aide  to 
De  Mille,  rushed  to  the  Illinois  Central 
station  via  motorcycle  escort  where  they 
caught  a Canadian-bound  train  to  con- 
tinue Miss  Carroll’s  personal  appearances 
there  in  connection  with  the  film. 

On  Friday  morning  Miss  Goddard,  Pres- 
ton Foster,  Robert  Preston  and  Lynne 
Overman  went  to  Milwaukee  for  personal 
appearances  in  the  Wisconsin  city.  Crowds 
at  Waukegan,  Racine  and  Kenosha  greet- 
ed the  stars  when  the  three -car  private 
train  made  ten-minute  stops  at  the  cities 
en  route  to  Milwaukee.  Following  an  open- 
car  parade  from  the  station  to  the  city 
hall,  Milwaukee  Mayor  Carl  F.  Zeidler  es- 
corted the  quartet  to  the  Wisconsin  Club 
for  an  official  luncheon.  The  stars  then 
made  personal  appearances  at  the  Palace 
and  Wisconsin  theatres  before  returning 
to  Chicago. 

De  Mille  and  his  party  consisting  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gary  Cooper;  Miss  Gladys  Ros- 
son.  De  Mille’s  secretary;  and  Mr.  Bon- 
nett,  De  Mille’s  personal  press  agent,  left 
Chicago  Friday  afternoon  on  the  Twen- 
tieth Century  Limited.  The  other  cele- 
brities, with  the  exception  of  Paulette 
Goddard,  returned  to  Hollywood  Friday 
afternoon  on  the  Super-Chief.  Miss  God- 
dard went  to  New  York  Friday  evening 
following  her  personal  appearance  in  Mil- 
waukee. 

First  of  the  Hollywood  contingent  to 
arrive  was  Paulette  Goddard  who  trained 


Joins  20th  Century-Fox — 

Maurice  A.  Bergman,  currently  direc- 
tor of  advertising  and  publicity  of  Co- 
lumbia, who  has  resigned  that  post  to 
become  advertising  manager  of  20th 
Century-Fox  where  he  will  succeed 
Arch  Reeve.  Bergman  launches  his 
new  association  December  2. 


in  Monday  morning  from  New  York.  Miss 
Goddard  spent  a busy  day  following  her 
arrival.  After  receiving  the  town’s  official 
welcome  from  Henry  C.  Lytton,  94-year- 
old  State  Street  official,  the  actress  was 
honor  guest  at  a tea  given  by  Mrs.  John 
Alden  Carpenter,  leading  Chicago  socialite. 
Monday  evening.  Miss  Goddard  was 
awarded  a degree  of  “Doctor  of  Glamour,” 
Magnum  Cum  Laude,  by  University  of  Chi- 
cago fraternity  men.  Miss  Goddard  cli- 
maxed her  busy  day  by  appearing  as  guest 
on  Ann  Marster’s  WENR  radio  show. 

On  Wednesday  the  stars  came  in  via  air- 
plane and  train.  Madeleine  Carroll,  Pres- 
ton Foster,  Robert  Preston  and  Lynne 
Overman,  together  with  Associate  Pro- 
ducer Pine,  arrived  at  the  municipal  air- 
port at  11:30  a.  m.  via  Northwest  Airlines. 
They  were  immediately  whisked  to  the 
Chicago  & Northwestern  station  where  De 
Mille,  Gary  Cooper  and  the  rest  of  the 
premiere  party  came  in.  The  two  groups 
then  “joined  forces”  and  “marched”  to  the 
city  hall  where  they  were  welcomed  by 
Mayor  Kelly  and  other  city  and  State 
Street  officials. 

At  the  Palmer  House  on  Wednesday 
night  the  guests  were  honored  at  the 
eighth  annual  dinner  of  the  State  Street 
Council.  DeMille,  who  addressed  the  busi- 
ness-men, spoke  on  “The  World  We  Live 
In.” 

On  Thursday  morning  all  the  celebri- 
ties participated  in  the  Giant  Parade  in 
which  the  Windy  Citians  really  threw  out 
the  welcome  mat.  The  honored  guests 
spent  nearly  all  of  Thursday  afternoon  at 
the  WGN  studios  where  they  rehearsed  for 
their  coast-to-coast  broadcast. 


A Record  of  Sorts  for 
"The  Great  Dictator" 

New  York — Although  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator” failed  to  set  a new  house  record 
at  the  Capitol,  it  came  off  second  best 
with  slightly  better  than  $90,000  for  the 
first  seven  days.  Strictly  speaking,  how- 
ever, the  take  is  the  highest  ever  re- 
corded on  a straight  film  policy,  since 


Mort  Shea  Services 
Held  in  Riverdale 


New  York  — The  ranks  of  pioneer 
American  showmen  are  thinner  with  the 
passing  of  Maurice  A.  (Mort)  Shea.  The 
60-year-old  native  of  Willimansett,  Mass., 
died  in  the  Harkness  Pavilion  after  a pro- 
longed illness  and  was  interred  in  Gate 
of  Heaven  Cemetery  in  Westchester.  Fim- 
eral  services  at  St.  Margaret’s  Church  in 
Riverdale  were  attended  by  a small  group 
of  intimate  friends  of  the  family. 

Shea  had  his  first  taste  of  theatricals 
when  he  and  Pat  Casey  went  to  work  for 
brother  P.  F.  Shea,  who  operated  theatres 
in  New  England.  Later  he  established  a 
vaudeville  agency  in  Boston  and  branched 
out  to  New  York.  This  developed  into  the 
production  of  small  acts  and  stage  shows 
and  was  followed  by  Shea  acquiring  thea- 
tres for  legitimate  production  and  vaude- 
ville. 

He  later  branched  out  into  film  exhibi- 
tion and  was  one  of  the  first  to  operate 
in  Ohio.  Theatres  in  Akron  and  Youngs- 
town were  subsequently  followed  by  oth- 
ers in  New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire,  Penn- 
sylvania and  Massachusetts.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  the  circuit  known  as  Feiber 
and  Shea  operated  50  theatres.  Partner 
Feiber  retired  from  the  chain  in  1928. 

Shea  is  credited  with  having  started 
Will  Rogers  on  his  theatrical  career.  He 
also  managed  the  first  world  tour  of  the 
dancing  Castles.  The  first  Sunday  vaude- 
ville in  New  York  was  initiated  by  him  30 
years  ago  at  the  Grand  Opera  House,  the 
Murray  Hill  Theatre  and  Bronx  Opera 
House. 

Known  as  one  of  the  largest  collectors 
of  antique  furniture  in  the  country.  Shea 
was  also  regarded  as  an  authority  on 
antique  glassware.  He  was  an  enthusias- 
tic golfer  and  was  known  widely  for  his 
philanthropic  activities.  He  is  survived  by 
his  widow;  three  sons,  Thomas  E.,  Maurice 
A.  jr.,  and  William  B.  Shea,  and  a daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Preston  Tuckerman,  all  of  New 
York. 

Management  of  the  circuit  will  continue 
under  E.  C.  Grainger,  who  has  been  in  ac- 
tive charge  for  the  past  five  years. 


Lawyers  Get  Background 
For  Deposition-Taking 

New  York — Attorneys  for  major  dis- 
tributors who  are  defendants  in  two  anti- 
trust suits  brought  by  E.  M.  Loew  of  Bos- 
ton involving  Drive-In  theatres  in  Miami, 
were  acquainted  with  background  neces- 
sary for  the  taking  of  defendant  deposi- 
tions early  next  month  by  Judge  Jacob 
Kaplan  of  the  law  firm  of  Nutter,  Mc- 
Clellan and  Pish  of  Boston  during  a meet- 
ing at  the  MPPDA.  One  of  the  suits  in- 
volves clearance,  the  other  an  alleged  re- 
fusal to  sell. 


the  previous  peak  was  registered  during 
a stage  show  coupled  with  “Anna  Christie.” 
The  figure  was  $110,000. 

The  film  is  running  at  six  shows  a day 
at  the  same  advanced  scale  that  obtained 
during  the  engagement  of  “Gone  With  the 
Wind”  at  the  same  house,  which  accounts 
for  a higher  gross  by  $30,000  than  reg- 
istered during  the  first  seven  days  of 
“Wind”  at  three  shows  a day.  The  gross 
for  both  films  at  the  Astor  is  almost 
identical  for  the  first  seven  days — about 
$21,500 — which  is  capacity.  The  Astor  en- 
gagement is  two  shows  a day,  reserved 
seats,  65  cents  to  $2.20. 
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ONE  REEL  WITH  ON-THE.SPOT  NARRATION  BY 
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WARNERS! 


DECREE  FIXES  A $500  PENALTY  ON  DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR  CONDITIONING  ONE  BLOCK  SALE  ON  ANOTHER 


System  Contingent  Upon 
Claims  Made  in 
Five  Days 


New  York — ^Penalties  of  not  more  than 
$500  may  be  imposed  upon  the  distributor 
under  the  proposed  decree  if,  upon  com- 
plaint of  an  exhibitor,  the  impartial  arbi- 
trator determines  the  sale  of  one  block  of 
five  has  been  conditioned  upon  another 
group  of  five  or  if  the  distributor  en- 
deavors to  sell  a block  in  one  exchange 
district  conditioned  upon  its  sale  in  an- 
other exchange  district. 

These  proposals  are  set  up  in  the  de- 
cree draft  dated  October  23  which  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
in  New  York  and  high  officials  of  the  de- 
partment of  justice  in  Washington  for 
their  study  and  approval.  This  penalty 
system,  however,  is  designed  to  be  con- 
tingent upon  a claim  made  by  any  ex- 
hibitor within  five  days  after  the  alleged 
offer  has  been  made.  Where  penalties  are 
determined  by  the  arbitrator,  the  money 
will  be  payable  to  what  is  termed  an 
“Arbitration  Fund,”  referred  to  in  Section 
XXII  of  the  decree. 

Where  cancellation  is  sought  by  the 
exhibitor  on  moral,  religious  or  racial 
grounds  and  where  such  cancellation  be- 
comes a matter  subject  to  arbitration,  the 
exhibitor  must  notify  his  intention  of  so 
doing  within  10  days  after  he  receives  an 
approved  contract  from  the  distributor. 
The  picture  will  be  deemed  cancelled  if 
the  distributor  does  not  contest  it  within 
five  days  after  receipt  of  the  notice  to 
arbitrate. 

The  Escape  Clause 

The  escape  clause  in  the  latest  decree 
draft  has  been  broadened  as  to  language 
at  least  and  now  covers  six  and  one  quar- 
ter pages  of  mimeographed  text.  Eight  of 
the  decree  clauses  follow: 

Section  I — The  court  has  jurisdiction  of 
the  parties  hereto;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
this  decree  and  of  proceedings  for  the  en- 
forcement thereof,  and  for  no  other  pur- 
pose, the  court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  sub- 
ject matter  hereof  and  the  complaint 
states  a cause  of  action  against  the  de- 
fendants under  the  Act  of  Congress  of 
July  2,  1890  entitled  “An  Act  to  Protect 
Trade  and  Commerce  Against  Unlawful 
Restraints  and  Monopolies.” 

Section  II — Each  consenting  defendant, 
its  successors,  officers,  directors,  agents 
and  employes,  and  all  persons  and  corpo- 
rations acting  under,  through,  or  for  it, 
hereby  is  and  are  enjoined  from  doing  the 
acts  prohibited  by  this  decree,  and  is  and 
are  directed  to  do  the  acts  thereby  re- 
quired. 

Section  XIII — Nothing  contained  in  this 
decree  shall  apply  to  operations  or  activi- 
ties of  any  consenting  defendant  outside  of 
the  continental  United  States  or  to  opera- 
tions or  activities  of  any  consenting  de- 
fendant within  the  continental  United 
States  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  dis- 
tribution or  exhibition  of  motion  pictures 
outside  of  the  continental  United  States. 

(The  continental  United  States  as  used 
herein  means  the  territory  within  the 


(r 


Preamble  to  the  Decree  ; 
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New  York — This  is  the  text  of  the  pre- 
amble which  heads  the  consent  decree 
draft  dated  October  23  and  which,  by  all 
indications,  is  the  document  to  which  sig- 
natures of  the  “Big  Five”  finally  will  be 
affixed.  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  has 
had  a copy  of  the  decree  in  his  possession 
since  that  date.  It  reads: 

“The  United  States  of  America  having 
filed  its  petition  herein  on  July  20,  1938, 
and  its  amended  and  supplemental  com- 
plaint on  — , 1940,  the  defendants.  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc.,  Paramount  Film  Dis- 
tributing Corp.,  Loew’s,  Inc.,  Radio  Keith 
Orpheum,  RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.,  Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum,  RKO  Proctor  Corp.,  RKO 
Midwest  Corp.,  Warner  Bros.  Pictures, 
Vitagraph,  Inc.,  Warner  Bros.  Circuit  Man- 
agement Corp.,  Twentieth  Century-Fox 
Film  Corp.,  National  Theatres  Corp.,  hav- 
ing appeared  and  severally  filed  their  an- 
swers and  their  innocence  of  any  violation 
of  the  law;  and  no  testimony  having  been 
taken,  but  each  of  the  consenting  defen- 
dants having  consented  to  the  entry  of 
this  decree  without  any  findings  of  fact, 
upon  condition  that  neither  such  consent, 
nor  this  decree  itself,  nor  the  entry  of  this 
decree,  shall  be  or  shall  be  construed  as  be- 
ing (1)  an  admission  of  adjudication  that 


the  allegations  of  the  petition  or  of  the 
amended  and  supplemental  complaint,  or 
any  of  them,  are  or  is  true,  or  that  such 
defendants,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them, 
have  or  has  violated  or  are  or  is  violating 
any  statute  or  law,  or  (2)  evidence  that 
such  allegations,  or  any  of  them,  are  or 
is  true,  or  that  such  defendants,  or  any 
one  or  more  of  them,  have  or  has  vio- 
lated any  statute  or  law,  or  (3)  an  admis- 
sion or  adjudication  that  the  doing  of  any 
of  the  acts  or  things  hereinafter  enjoined 
or  the  failure  to  do  any  of  the  acts  or 
things  hereinafter  directed  to  be  done 
would  constitute  a violation  of  any  statute 
or  law,  and  upon  the  further  conditions 
hereinafter  set  forth;  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  by  its  counsel,  having 
consented  to  the  entry  of  this  decree  and 
to  each  and  every  provision  thereof  upon 
such  conditions,  and  having  moved  the 
court  for  the  entry  of  this  decree. 

“Therefore,  it  is  ordered,  adjudged  and 
decreed  as  follows.” 

The  decree  itself  is  in  23  sections  cover- 
ing 51  pages  in  addition  to  which  there 
are  14  additional  pages  outlining  rules  and 
regulations  for  arbitration  and  appeal,  the 
full  text  of  the  latter  appearing  on  pages 
11  and  14. 


boundaries  of  the  48  states  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.) 

Section  XIV — Nothing  contained  in  this 
decree  shall  be  construed  to  limit  or  af- 
fect the  right  of  any  distributor  defend- 
ant, prior  to  the  general  release  of  a mo- 
tion picture,  to  roadshow  such  picture  or 
to  license  or  otherwise  arrange  for  the 
roadshowing  of  such  picture  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  fixed  by 
the  distributor. 

(Roadshowing  is  an  exhibition  at  a 
theatre  where  a majority  of  the  main 
floor  seats  for  each  evening  performance 
are  reserved  and  sold  at  an  admission 
price  of  not  less  than  $lh 

Section  XV — The  provisions  of  this  de- 
cree shall  not  apply  to  any  franchise  which 
was  signed  prior  to  June  6,  1940,  or  to  any 
license  entered  into  pursuant  to  such  fran- 
chise, except  that  Section  VIII  hereof 
shall  apply  to  all  such  franchises  and 


Producers  and  Publicists 
Guild  Try  for  Accord 

New  York — “Informal  conferences  to 
draw  both  parties  together”  are  imder  way 
between  the  Screen  Publicists  Guild,  claim- 
ing a majority  of  members  in  the  majors’ 
offices,  and  the  eight  producers’  repre- 
sentatives over  the  former’s  application  for 
designation  as  collective  bargaining 
agency.  The  hearings  are  being  held  be- 
fore Charles  Kramer,  NLRB  field  exam- 
iner. Meetings  have  been  held  so  far  with 
seven  majors  and  M-G-M  is  to  be  repre- 
sented Tuesday.  The  guild  is  seeking  a 
closed  shop  and  contract  terms  similar  to 
those  in  effect  with  the  Hollywood  SPG. 


such  licenses  between  parties  bound  by 
this  decree  other  than  licenses  referred  to 
in  Section  XVII  hereof. 

Section  XVI — No  consenting  defendant 
or  no  officer,  director,  agent  or  employe 
of  any  such  defendant  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  violated  any  provision  of  this  decree 
if  the  arbitration  of  disputes  or  contro- 
versies arising  relative  to  the  subject  mat- 
ter thereof  is  herein  provided  for,  unless 
such  defendant  has  refused  to  arbitrate 
some  such  dispute  or  controversy  in  the 
manner  and  under  the  conditions  speci- 
fied in  this  decree  and  in  the  Rules  of 
Arbitration  which  are  filed  herewith,  as 
amended  from  time  to  time,  or  has  failed 
or  refused  to  abide  by  and  perform  the 
final  award  made  and  entered  in  some 
such  arbitration. 

(For  the  purpose  of  this  section  the  final 
award  in  any  such  arbitration  proceeding 
under  Section  X of  this  decree  shall  be 
only  a final  award  for  damages  as  there- 
in provided). 

Section  XIX — Except  as  otherwise  ex- 
pressly and  specifically  provided  in  this 
decree,  nothing  herein  shall  be  construed 
to  prohibit  any  defendant  distributor  from 
selecting  its  own  customers  and  bargain- 
ing with  them  in  accordance  with  the  law, 
or  the  right  of  any  distributor  defendant 
to  negotiate  with  or  to  license  to  or  to  ac- 
cept any  offer  from  an  exhibitor  to  license 
its  motion  pictures  or  any  number  thereof 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  it 
deems  advisable  or  to  its  best  interests. 

Section  XX — The  provisions  of  Section 
III  of  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of 
Section  V and  of  Section  X of  this  decree 
shall  have  application  only  with  respect  to 
features  released  in  the  United  States  after 
August  31,  1941. 
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Lays  Current  Ills 
To  'Weak'  Leaders 


New  York — The  current  ills  of  the  in- 
dustry stem  to  the  weakness  of  its  leader- 
ship, Robert  Montgomery  charged  in  an 
address  before  the  New  York  Herald-Tri- 
hune  Forum  on  Wednesday.  He  spoke  on 
“The  Responsibility  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Industry.” 

Giving  it  as  his  view  that  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  industry  in  the  present  world 
crisis  is  three-fold — entertainment,  educa- 
tion and  propaganda — the  actor  acknow- 
ledged entertainment  to  be  the  primary 
purpose.  “The  function  of  entertainment 
is  a national  asset  of  the  most  serious  im- 
portance at  a time  like  the  present,”  he 
observed.  “It  is,  perhaps,  its  greatest 
obligation  today.  We  come  now  to  the 
second  division,  that  of  education,  and  our 
primary  purpose  of  entertainment  must  be 
performed  in  this  division,  too,  or  we  fail 
in  our  purpose  of  educating.  A pure, 
documentary  educational  film,  produced 
and  directed  without  consideration  of  its 
value  as  a piece  of  entertainment  will  fail 
of  its  purpose.  Up  to  the  present  time,  the 
motion  picture  industry  has  scarcely 
scratched  the  surface  of  the  educational 
value  in  its  product.” 

On  propaganda,  this  was  his  view; 

“The  word  propaganda  has  quite  un- 
derstandably fallen  into  disrepute  when 
you  consider  how  far  it  has  drifted  away 
from  its  original  meaning.  The  original 
meaning  of  the  word  propaganda  was  the 
spreading  of  the  doctrine  of  truth.  The 
accepted  meaning  of  the  word  propaganda 
as  it  Ls  used  today,  is  the  spreading  of  the 
doctrine  of  untruth.  It  is  associated,  and 
quite  naturally,  in  view  of  the  malicious 
and  disreputable  use  to  which  it  has  been 
put.  with  deliberate  lies.”  He  observed 
propaganda  pictures  will  be  of  extreme  im- 
portance in  the  country’s  defense  program 
"by  presenting  clearly  the  issues  that  we 
face  today  and  showing  how  they  must 
be  met  by  unified,  intelligent  and  well-in- 
formed people.” 

A Reasoned  Opinion 

Declaring  his  views  on  the  subject  of  in- 
dustrial leadership  were  “not  the  words  of 
a disgruntled  employe.”  Montgomery  add- 
ed he  “studied  various  industrial  organiza- 
tions” in  an  attempt  to  solve  some  portion 
of  the  problem  of  the  industi-y  and  offered 
this : 

“I  am  convinced  that  that  condition  ex- 
ists in  the  motion  picture  industry  today, 
and  I am  convinced  the  weakness  of  the 
leadership  under  which,  to  my  knowledge, 
this  industry  has  been  struggling  is  direct- 
ly responsible  for  the  poor  quality  of  its 
average  product  in  the  past  and  will  make 
it  impossible  for  the  industry  to  perform 
its  function  in  national  defense  in  the 
present  crisis  with  any  appreciable  degree 
of  success. 

“No  man.  or  group  of  men,  has  the  right 
to  place  himself  in  complete  control  of  any 
medium  as  powerful  as  that  of  the  motion 
picture  until  such  time  as  he  may  realize 
the  tremendous  good  and  tremendous  evil 
that  the  medium  exercises  and  until  such 
time  as  he  is  capable  of  complete  intel- 
lectual honesty  and  by  virtue  of  a strength 
given  through  that  honesty,  be  willing  to 
fight  off  whatever  subversive  influences 
may  attempt  to  control  that  medium.” 


Warner  to  Coast 

New  York — Harry  M.  Warner  has  re- 
turned to  Hollywood,  following  his  first 
visit  here  in  several  years.  Jack  L.,  head 
of  the  company’s  studio,  leaves  this  week. 


Take  to  Public  Forum — 

Robert  Montgomery,  as  he  arrived  in 
New  York  from  Hollywood.  On  Wed- 
nesday he  addressed  the  New  York 
Herald-Tribune  Forum  when  he  dis- 
cussed the  relation  of  the  screen  to 
art  and  public  affairs. 


WB  Statement  Reports 
Directorate  Expense 

New  York — ^Total  remuneration  of  11 
Warner  directors  for  the  past  year 
amounted  to  $1,014,357,  which  includes  ex- 
penses other  than  for  traveling  but  does 
not  include  $94,125  paid  to  legal  firms  of 
which  directors  and  officers  of  Warner 
Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  are  members,  accord- 
ing to  a proxy  statement  to  stockholders. 

Tlie  annual  meeting  of  stockholders  is 
slated  for  December  9 at  Wilmington  at 
which  time  five  directors — Samuel  Car- 
lisle, Stanleigh  P.  Friedman,  Charles  S. 
Guggenheimer,  Joseph  Hazen  and  Morris 
Wolf — will  be  elected.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  Hazen,  who  replaces  Sam  E.  Mor- 
ris, the  directors  will  be  continued  for  a 
two-year  period. 

As  of  October  1,  Carlisle  owned  1,000 
shares  of  Warner  common;  Friedman,  600 
common  and  $33,000  principal  amount  of 
six  per  cent  debentures,  1948  series;  Gug- 
genheimer, no  securities;  Hazen,  no  securi- 
ties; Wolf,  61612  common  and  $5,000  prin- 
cipal amount  of  six  per  cent  debentures 
as  life  beneficiary  under  a trust. 

Only  common  stockholders  will  be  en- 
titled to  vote  at  the  annual  election,  the 
notice  states  in  pointing  out  preferred 
stockholders  on  December  11,  1939  elected 
six  directors  for  a two-year  period  because 
of  non-payment  of  dividends  on  this  stock. 


Schless'  Heading  Warner 
Foreign  Sales  Expected 

New  York — Official  designation  of  Rob- 
ert Schless  as  foreign  sales  head  of  War- 
ner occasions  no  surprise  and,  in  fact,  has 
long  been  anticipated. 

He  succeeds  Joseph  Hummel  who  had 
assumed  Sam  E.  Morris’  duties  when  the 
latter  left  the  organization  some  time  ago. 
Hummel  now  becomes  Schless’  assistant. 

Murray  Silverstone  is  giving  serious  con- 
sideration to  appointment  of  Walter  Gould, 
Latin-American  supervisor,  as  foreign  sales 
manager  succeeding  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  who 
was  appointed  domestic  sales  chief. 


'Twas  Nighl  of  Fun 
F or  Picture  Pioneers 


New  York — “Circus  Night  at  the  Astor” 
will  go  down  as  an  affair  of  magnificent 
proportions. 

The  magnificence  was  not  confined 
solely  to  the  rotund  proportions  of  Elsie, 
the  RKO  cow.  It  was  evident  in  the  trap- 
pings, the  air  of  conviviality,  the  size  of  the 
turnout,  the  goodnatured  ribbing,  the 
democratic  spirit  and  the  rare  absence  of 
shop  talk  that  pervaded  every  comer  of 
the  Belvedere  Room. 

For  this  was  the  fall  dinner  conference 
of  the  Picture  Pioneers,  membership  in 
which  is  restricted  to  males  who  have  seen 
25  years’  service  in  the  industry.  Even  to 
these  veterans  a prankish  initiation,  a 
scathing  denunciation  of  their  executive 
powers,  a community  sing  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  feed  the  animals  took  on  an  im- 
portance. 

More  than  200  members  were  irritated 
beyond  description  to  hear  “Dr.  Karl  von 
der  Heide,”  director  general  of  Inter-Con- 
tinental Pictures  of  Europe,  denounce  them 
as  stupid  offsprings  of  decaying  enter- 
prise. The  “doctor”  was  intensely  serious 
and  looked  the  part  of  one  of  the  “world’s 
leading  experts”  in  matters  of  production. 
He  castigated  the  members  for  their  lack 
of  vision  and  for  permitting  theatres  to 
deteriorate  into  markets  for  chinaware, 
soap  suds  and  prizes.  After  it  was  all 
over  he  was  revealed,  of  course,  as  noth- 
ing more  than  an  excellent  entertainer, 
one  Dr.  Sims  by  name. 

The  circus  side  show  afforded  a chance 
to  “try  your  skill”  with  a number  of  con- 
cessions, such  as  doll  throwing,  penny 
pitching,  etc.  The  “main  top”  effect  of 
the  room  was  carried  out  in  the  true  tradi- 
tions of  the  state  fair,  with  only  the  odor 
lacking.  There  was  Elsie,  chaperoned  by 
five  Borden  “caretakers,”  spread  out  in  a 
fetching  boudoir  of  bed,  dresser,  powder 
table  and  the  like.  There  was  a monkey, 
cage,  too.  And  that  deserves  a special 
paragraph. 

It  seems  the  30  odd  new  members  who 
were  initiated  thought  it  should  be  a 
solemn  affair.  Well  it  was,  but  only  for 
the  few  moments  of  the  actual  induction. 

• Continued  on  page  24-B) 


Attractions  at  the  Center 
Are  Viewed  as  Threat 

New  York — Exhibitor  observers  see  a 
new  threat  to  their  most  lucrative  day’s 
business  in  the  capacity  attendance  on 
Sundays  at  the  Center  where  “It  Happens 
on  Ice”  attracted  3,100  patrons  last  Sun- 
day to  the  tune  of  $6,000  for  the  evening 
performance. 

What  seems  to  be  causing  even  greater 
anxiety  is  the  fact  the  Center  management 
is  seriously  considering  running  matinee 
performances  as  well  on  Sundays.  The  cur- 
rent evening  scale  runs  from  75  cents  to 
$2.75.  “Ice”  also  happens  to  be  the  only 
legitimate  musical  attraction  running  on 
Sundays.  There  is  no  show  on  Mondays. 

Reports  Good  Response 
To  Red  Cross  Drive 

New  York — Reporting  “remarkable”  re- 
sponse, Major  L.  E.  Thompson,  general 
chairman  of  the  motion  picture  theatres 
campaign  committee  for  the  American  Red 
Cross,  believes  8,000  to  9,000  theatres  will 
participate  in  the  forthcoming  drive. 
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THE  ANNUAL  dinner-dance  of  the  Para- 
mount Pep  Club  drew  about  700  home 
office  and  exchange  employes  and  their 
guests  to  the  Belvedere  Room  of  the  Astor 
Friday  where  the  night  before  Picture 
Pioneers  held  their  fall  conference.  A 
cocktail  party  preceded  the  Paramount 
shindig  for  which  Jam  Craig  and  his  or- 
chestra furnished  the  music.  Bob  Weit- 
man,  Dick  Engel  and  Ted  Schreiner,  the 
three-man  entertainment  committee,  de- 
livered Prances  Langford,  Jon  Hall,  Romo 
Vincent  and  Ralph  Young.  Tommy  Rey- 
nolds and  his  aggregation  supplied  music 
for  the  entertainment.  But  for  the  main 
bout  after  the  dinner  Howard  Lanin’s  or- 
chestra did  the  horn  tooting.  Winners  of 
the  company’s  Production  Ideas  Contest 
were  divulged  to  boot. 

Ampa  directors  declare  it  for  all  who  will 
listen  that  the  organization  will  waive 
membership  dues  of  any  of  its  constitu- 
ents called  up  for  military  service.  Paul 
Terry,  by  the  by,  will  be  guest  of  honor 
at  the  next  regular  meeting  slated  for 
October  15  at  the  Edison  . . . Bob  Riskin, 
writer -production  sidekick  of  Frank  Capra, 
is  around.  Vacation  stuff  . . . Walter  Pid- 
geon  joins  his  wife  and  their  daughter, 
Edna,  here  as  soon  as  he  completes  his 
stint  in  “Flight  Command’’  on  the  M-G-M 
lot  ..  . Neil  Agnew  has  been  battling  a 
cold  . . . Nate  Blumberg,  out  a full  week 
with  a painful  jaw,  is  fit  once  more.  He’s 
the  authority  for  the  observation  . . . Louis 
Nizer’s  new  book — it’s  a compilation  of  his 
various  public  speeches  at  dinners  and  so 
on — has  made  its  appearance  . . . Leonard 
Fields  is  in  from  Redlands,  Cal.,  and  once 
more  a house  guest  of  Joe  Stein’s. 

Leo  Spitz  ambling  down  6th  Avenue 
Thursday  afternoon  hatless  and  coatless, 
the  weather  being  in  tune  with  Indian 
summer  . . . Carter  Barron  spent  all  day 
Thursday  at  the  Loew  home  office,  com- 
ing on  from  Washington  for  conferences 


with  Joe  Vogel  . . . W.  S.  Van  Dyke  on 
November  1 joins  the  Marine  Reserve 
Corps;  James  Roosevelt  is  captain  of  a 
battalion  . . . George  J.  Schaefer  is  ex- 
pected to  remain  on  the  coast  for  another 
three  weeks  . . . John  J.  O’Connor  says  the 
elections  can’t  end  any  too  soon  for  him. 
Says  RKO  circuit  business  has  been  shot 
to  pieces  because  of  the  campaign 
speeches  in  New  York  by  presidential  can- 
didates. 

The  New  York  Film  Critics  are  pondering 
the  kmd  of  functiori  to  surround  their  an- 
annual  awards  for  1940.  They  may  decide 
to  abandon  the  cocktail  party  as  of  yore 
and  hold  to  a dinner  at  $1  or  $2  a throw 
with  the  overages  turned  over  to  the  Red 
Cross  or  some  war  relief  charity.  At  any 
event,  the  date,  which  is  January  5,  is  fixed. 
Bosley  Crowther,  critic  on  the  Times,  has 
replaced  Kate  Cameron  of  the  Daily  News 
as  chairman.  Herb  Cohn  of  the  Brooklyn 
Eagle  is  now  secretary,  replacing  Leo  Mish- 
kin of  the  Morning  Telegraph.  Eighteen 
critics  of  the  New  York  press  are  now  en- 
rolled in  the  circle.  Lee  Mortimer  of  the 
Daily  Mirror  has  been  invited  in.  Already 
in  are  Thomas  M.  Pryor  and  Theodore 
Straus  of  the  Times  and  Cecillia  Ager  of 
PM. 

General  Will  Hays  and  Counsellor  J. 
Robert  Rubin  saying  “hello”  in  the  best 
continental  manner — a great  big  body  hug 
. . . Arthur  Willi,  head  of  RKO’s  eastern 
talent  department,  was  in  Chicago  look- 
ing for — of  all  things — talent  . . . Roland 
Reed,  RKO  director,  is  in  town  from  the 
coast  . . . Ditto  John  W.  Considine  jr., 
M-G-M’s  “Edison”  man.  He’s  making 
plans  for  “Men  of  Boys  Town”  . . . Ben 
Pepper  of  the  law  firm  of  O’Brien,  Dris- 
coll and  Raftery  is  rounding  out  his  third 
week  on  crutches  on  account  of  some  toes 
on  his  left  foot  are  out  of  commission.  Ida 
Cohen,  seci’etary  to  Dennis  O’Brien  of  the 


Moved  Up  the  Line — 

J.  M.  Kiiaut,  new  inanager  of  RCA 
Photophone  sales,  replacing  Van  Ness 
Phillips  who  is  now  in  the  military 
ranks.  Knaut  has  been  with  RCA  Vic- 
tor Argentina  for  the  past  eight  years. 


same  office,  won  one  of  those  “Golden 
Key”  automobiles  at  the  Fair  . . . The  Lit- 
tle Guy  with  the  bow  and  arrow  ducked 
into  Altec’s  office  long  enough  to  sign  up 
“Billie”  Martire,  Bert  Sanford’s  secretary, 
and  Martin  Bender,  Altec  engineer.  Uncle 
Sam’s  draft  lottery  decides  the  wedding 
date. 

From  the  World-Telegram  comes  news 
that  Mrs.  Howard  Dietz — “she  was  born 
on  Washington  Square  when  her  mother 
was  in  New  York  on  a visit’’ — has  loaiied 
her  two  champion  Pekinese,  King  and 
Queen,  to  take  part  in  the  review  that  will 
climax  the  Bowl  of  Rice  Ball  at  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria November  1.  The  dogs’  an- 
cestors came  from  China  . . . After  they 
complete  “Bitter  Sweet,”  Jeariette  Mac- 
Donald and  Nelson  Eddy  will  leave  Holly- 
wood on  separate  concert  tours  which  will 
take  them  into  about  30  cities  . . . Lee 
Bowman  has  returned  to  Hollywood  after 
a short  vacation  here  . . . Tyrone  Power 
and  Annabella  are  due  in  town  after  at- 
tending the  world  premiere  of  “The  Mark 
of  Zorro”  in  Cincinnati. 

Bob  Gillham  jaywalking  across  Broad- 
way and  reading  a newspaper  to  boot  . . . 
Leonard  Picker  and  Hank  Kaufman  were 
in  Washington  over  the  weekend,  but  not 
on  Columbia  sales  meeting  business  . . . 
Ernest  Emerling  of  Loew’s  is  rounding  out 
his  second  week  at  home  with  a bad  cold 
. . . Altec  President  L.  W.  (“Mike”)  Con- 
row  is  back  at  his  desk  after  a business 
trip  to  the  south  and  coast  . . . Ben  Fish, 
UA’s  western  district  manager,  is  around 
for  conferences  with  Arthur  W.  Kelly  . . . 
Barney  Balaban,  Stanton  Griffis,  Sam 
Dembow,  Leonard  Goldenson,  Charles  Rea- 
gan, Robert  Gillham  and  Alec  Moss  were 
in  Chicago  for  the  world  premiere  of 
“North  West  Mounted  Police”  Thursday 
. . . Charles  Vidor  is  in  town  from  the 
coast  . . . Paulette  Goddard  and  Jack 
Oakie  have  returned  to  Hollywood  . . . 
Ditto  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  . . . Reginald 
Armour,  RKO’s  European  general  man- 
( Continued  on  page  24-B) 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

He  Made  a Lot  of  Kids  Happy — 

Gene  Autry  host  at  a Hotel  Astor  luncheon  for  boy  and  girl  winners 
of  contests  bearing  his  name  and  conducted  by  theatres  in  the  New  York 
exchange  area.  The  winners  got  (1)  autographed  photos,  (2)  Autry  rings  and 
(3)  specially  wrapped  boxes  of  Wrigley  gum.  Then  they  adjourned  to  Madi- 
son Square  Garden  to  catch  the  rodeo. 
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"U"  Is  Unperturbed 
By  Stockholder  Suit 


New  York — Filing  of  a second  stock- 
holders’ suit  within  a fortnight  finds  Uni- 
versal no  more  disturbed  over  this  subse- 
quent action  than  the  first.  The  manage- 
ment adheres  to  its  observation  that  its 
record  of  the  past  approximate  three  years 
conveys  its  own  story  and  is  of  sufficient 
weight  to  discount  the  charges  made. 

William  Freiday,  director  and  holder  of 
an  unnamed  total  of  common  stock,  filed 
the  new  action  in  the  supreme  court.  Like 
its  predecessor,  launched  by  Samuel  I. 
Posen,  this  suit  in  large  measure  repeats 
the  former’s  allegations,  but  asks  permis- 
sion to  intervene  in  the  first.  Freiday  is 
a member  of  the  stock  exchange  firm  of 
J.  Robinson-Duff  and  Co. 

Defendants  in  Suit 

Defendants  in  the  suit  are  J.  Cheever 
Cowdin,  George  N.  Armsby,  Nathan  J. 
Blumberg,  Paul  G.  Brown,  Robert  H. 
Cochrane,  Daniel  C.  Collins,  Preston  Davie, 
Lawrence  W.  Fox  jr.,  Peyton  Gibson,  Otta- 
vio Prochet,  Charles  D.  Prutzman,  Adolph 
Ramish,  J.  Arthur  Rank,  Budd  Rogers, 
Charles  R.  Rogers,  Daniel  N.  Schaeffer, 
Samuel  Spring,  Willis  H.  Taylor  jr..  Uni- 
versal Corp.,  Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Stand- 
ard Capital,  Big  U Film  Exchange,  West- 
ern Electric,  Erpi,  Eastman  Kodak,  G.  C. 
F.  Corp,  Ltd.,  and  the  Manufacturers  Trust 
Co. 

Most  important  of  the  new  charges 
made  in  this  action  is  the  inclusion  as  a 
defendant  of  Blumberg,  who  is  termed  a 
designee  of  Cowdin’s  and  placed  in  office 
“to  conceal  the  fraud  allegedly  perpetrated 
on  Universal.’’ 

Other  charges  deal  with  the  voting  trust 
and  allege  that  Cowdin,  Standard  Capital, 
Rank,  and  Charles  R.  Rogers,  conspired  to 
gain  control  of  Universal  and  paid  Carl 
Laemmle  $5,450,000  for  the  company  or  far 
in  excess  of  what  it  was  worth,  since  from 
1929-1935  the  company  had  lost  $4,147,- 
605.  It  is  alleged  that,  not  having  the 
money  to  pay  the  purchase  price,  they 
“looted”  Universal  of  its  best  asset.  Uni- 
versal Pictures,  Ltd.,  English  subsidiary, 
by  selling  the  company  to  Rank  for  $600,- 
000  when  its  actual  worth  was  over  $3,- 
000,000. 

Attack  on  Salaries 

Cowdin  is  accused  of  having  dominated 
both  Universal  and  Standard  Capital  to 
the  point  of  discharging  directors  who  did 
not  agree  with  him  and  substituting  oth- 
ers subservient  to  his  wishes.  'Tire  alleged 
fact  that  Big  U pays  80  per  cent  of  its 
earnings  to  the  parent  company  is  at- 
tacked as  unfair,  as  are  “excessive”  sala- 
ries and  bonuses  paid  officers  and  direc- 
tors. An  attack  is  made  on  the  salaries 
paid  Cochrane  and  C.  R.  Rogers  as  well  as 
the  amounts  given  them  in  settlement  of 
their  contracts. 

Payment  of  $40,000  annually  to  Prutz- 
man, general  counsel,  is  termed  excessive 
and  it  is  also  alleged  Prutzman  hired  his 
former  law  firm  to  do  his  work  for  him. 
Cancellation  of  all  existing  contracts,  an 
accounting  by  responsible  officers  and  di- 
rectors, return  to  the  company  of  all 
monies  allegedly  milked  from  it  and  the 
discharge  of  Cowdin  and  other  responsible 
officers  is  asked. 

The  board  of  Universal  authorized  the 
following  statement: 

“In  reference  to  the  complaint  filed  by 
Mr.  Freiday  against  Universal  Corpora- 
tion, its  directors  and  others,  it  is  a mat- 
ter of  record  that  Mr.  Freiday,  who  has 
been  a director  of  the  corporation  since 
its  inception,  has  voted  in  favor  of  the 


Pa,  Censors  Approve 
"World  in  Flames" 

Philadelphia — The  state  censor  board 
on  Friday  reversed  its  previous  position 
on  the  film  by  approving  Paramount's 
“The  World  in  Flames"  without  cuts. 
When  first  reviewed  by  the  board,  the 
documentary  was  rejected  because  of  an 
alleged  "tendency  to  corrupt  and  debase 
morals." 

Reconsideration  of  the  film  for  public 
exhibition  followed  an  appeal  by  the 
production  company  through  Earle  Swei- 
gert,  local  exchange  manager. 

The  state  supreme  court  is  scheduled 
to  head  the  censor  board's  ban  on  RKO- 
MOT's  "The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  in 
Pittsburgh  on  Monday. 

A Bronston  Deal  With  UA 
Appears  to  Be  Remote 

New  York — Although  Samuel  Bronston, 
who  has  split  his  partnership  with  James 
Roosevelt,  was  due  here  from  Hollywood 
over  the  weekend  to  seek  new  releasing 
arrangements  for  “Martin  Eden,”  it  ap- 
pears remote  he  would  conclude  a deal 
with  UA,  which  was  to  have  distributed 
five  pictures  of  the  Globe-Bronston  pro- 
gram. 

“We  do  not  have  a contract  with  Bron- 
ston,” is  the  way  Murray  Silverstone  put 
it  when  asked  if  UA  might  distribute 
"Martin  Eden,”  for  which  Bronston  had 
engaged  Geraldine  Fitzgerald  to  star  and 
Lloyd  Bacon  to  direct.  Roosevelt  at- 
tributed the  break  to  pressure  of  duties  in 
the  Marine  Corps  Reserve,  in  which  he 
holds  a commission  as  captain.  He  will 
continue  production  of  “Pot  O’  Gold”  for 
UA.  however. 

Roosevelt  Premieres  His 
"Soundies"  in  the  East 

New  York — In  addition  to  being  re- 
sponsible for  five  features  for  release 
through  UA,  James  Roosevelt  was  re- 
vealed in  his  more  recent  role  as  co-spon- 
sor of  Mills  Panoram  Soundies  at  the  east- 
ern premiere  of  the  company’s  dime-in- 
the-slot  “movie”  machines  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria. 

The  machines  were  put  on  display  for 
the  benefit  of  the  press  and  potential 
franchise  holders.  Roosevelt’s  Globe  Pro- 
ductions will  supply  the  productions  which 
will  be  featured  in  the  machines.  These 
will  be  played  on  16mm  film,  eight  of 
which,  each  consuming  a few  seconds  less 
than  three  minutes,  form  one  reel.  The 
entire  process  is  automatic,  requiring  no 
rewinding  at  any  time.  The  subjects  can 
be  clearly  viewed  from  a distance  of  about 
30  feet. 

Two  Members  of  Para't 
Unit  Killed  by  Nazi  Bomb 

New  York — A Nazi  bomb  killed  two 
members  of  a imit  working  on  Paramount’s 
“Quiet  Wedding”  at  the  Denham  studio 
in  England,  John  W.  Hicks  jr.,  in  charge 
of  the  company’s  foreign  department,  has 
been  advised  by  David  E.  Rose,  managing 
director  abroad.  Production  is  continuing, 
however,  and  the  film  was  expected  to  be 
completed  over  the  weekend. 


principal  acts  taken  by  the  board,  about 
which  he  now  complains. 

“Universal  and  its  directors  are  confi- 
dent that  they  will  thoroughly  answer 
these  charges  in  court  when  the  case 
comes  up  for  trial.” 


Seat  Tax  Indicates 
$50,000,000  Total 

Washington — An  annual  revenue  of  well 
over  $50,000,000  is  indicated  by  the  first 
two  months’  experience  under  the  reduced 
admission  tax  exemption. 

Bureau  of  internal  revenue  figures  place 
collections  from  the  federal  levy  at  $5,- 
851,655.13  for  September,  against  $4,407,- 
097.18  for  August,  compared  with  $1,852,- 
256.14  for  September,  1939. 

The  revenue  for  the  first  quarter  of  the 
current  fiscal  year,  one  month  of  which 
was  under  the  old  40-cent  exemption,  was 
placed  by  the  bureau  at  $11,908,915.22,  an 
increase  of  $7,008,941.19  over  the  $4,899,- 
974.03  received  in  the  corresponding  period 
a year  ago.  For  the  first  nine  months  of 
the  calendar  year,  collections  were  $23,- 
076,686.75  against  $14,055,201.48  in  1939. 

In  the  third  New  York  district,  the  only 
district  reported  separately  by  the  bureau, 
September  collections  were  $936,486.04 
against  $549,591.82  in  August  and  $545,- 
092.44  in  September,  1939. 


Consolidated  Net  Down 
$35,993  for  9 Months 

New  York — Net  of  Consolidated  Film 
Industries,  Inc.,  and  subsidiaries  for  the 
nine  months  ending  September  30  totaled 
$538,265,  or  a decline  of  $35,993  as  com- 
pared with  the  net  of  $574,258  for  the 
similar  period  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
earnings  are  at  the  rate  of  $1,341/2  per 
share  on  $2  preferred  of  which  400,000 
shares  are  outstanding. 

For  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  the 
net  was  $163,497,  representing  earnings  of 
401/2  cents  a share  on  the  preferred.  This 
compares  with  $218,140  in  the  same  per- 
iod of  1939  or  a decline  of  $54,643.  Cur- 
rent figures  allow  for  federal  taxes  but  not 
for  surtaxes  on  undistributed  profits. 


"Rally"  by  Loew  Managers 
In  Behalf  of  Paramount 

New  York  — The  entire  metropolitan 
Loew  circuit  managerial  and  publicity  per- 
sonnel will  gather  at  midnight,  October 
28,  at  the  Ziegfeld  to  stage  a “rally”  in 
behalf  of  Paramount  product,  which  the 
circuit  plays.  “A  new  deal  for  Paramount” 
is  the  slogan  which  will  overtone  talks  by 
Oscar  Doob  and  C.  C.  Moskowitz  of  Loew’s 
and  Alec  Moss  of  Paramount. 

The  circuit  has  tied  up  with  newspapers 
in  all  boroughs  except  Manhattan  to  fur- 
nish patrons  with  election  returns  on  No- 
vember 5.  Radio  bulletins  will  also  be 
flashed  from  all  theatre  stages. 


Paramount  Pays  $100,000 
For  Hemingway's  Novel 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  purchased 
screen  rights  to  Ernest  Hemingway’s  “For 
Whom  the  Bells  Toll”  at  a reported  price 
of  $100,000.  The  much-bid-for  novel  is  a 
story  of  the  Spanish  civil  war. 


GB  Profit  Down 

London — Gaumont  British  Corp.,  Ltd., 
earned  a net  of  approximately  $890,428  for 
the  year  ending  March  31  as  against 
$1,189,556  for  the  previous  year. 
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Action  by  Voleur  to 
Trial  November  4 


New  York — Ferdinand  Voteur’s  $250,000 
suit  against  Columbia  was  set  for  supreme 
court  trial  November  4 by  Justice  William 
T.  Collins.  Action  claims  the  plagiarism 
of  the  plaintiff’s  story,  “Resurrection 
Morning”  in  “The  Man  Who  Lived  Twice.” 

Grand  National  Pictures,  Ltd.,  has  been 
granted  permission  to  do  business  in  New 
York  state  by  Federal  Judge  Vincent  L. 
Leibell.  The  company  formerly  distributed 
the  pictures  of  Grand  National  in  England, 
but  since  the  liquidation  of  the  American 
company  has  acquired  other  films,  made 
some  of  its  own  and  seeks  to  distribute 
them  here. 

Harry  Delf’s  plagiarism  action  against 
M-G-M  Corp.,  M-G-M  Pictures  Corp., 
General  Foods  Corp.,  Marcus  Loew  Book- 
ing Agency,  Benton  & Bowles,  Frank  Do- 
lan, Robert  Taylor  and  June  Clayworth 
has  been  settled  out  of  the  federal  court. 
Action  sought  $100,000  damages  and  claim- 
ed the  plagiarism  of  the  plaintiff’s  sketch, 
“The  Joker,”  in  “Good  News  of  1938” 
broadcast  over  WEAF  on  January  27, 
1938. 

Jean  Guglielmi,  known  as  Jean  Valen- 
tino, nephew  and  heir  of  Rudolph  Valen- 
tino, has  filed  a supreme  court  action  for 
$20,000  against  Artcinema  Associates  and 
Emil  C.  Jensen  seeking  monies  allegedly 
due  on  the  distribution  in  1938-39  of  “Son 
of  the  Sheik”  and  “The  Eagle.”  Defend- 
ants claim  to  have  paid  $25,375  already 
to  the  plaintiff. 

Final  allowances  in  the  Grand  National 
liquidation  have  been  set  at  approximately 
$16,500  by  Federal  Judge  Murray  Hulbert 
who  approved  the  report  of  Referee  Peter 
B.  Olney  jr. 

The  report  disclosed  GN  has  approxi- 
mately $72,400  on  hand  and  a 60  per  cent 
dividend  will  be  paid  wage  creditors,  who 
will  thus  receive  $9,000  plus  about  $6,000 
more  on  other  claims.  Tax  claims  will 
total  $30,000. 

Guaranteed  Pictures  have  filed  a su- 
preme court  suit  against  Screen  Attrac- 
tions and  Morris  Kleinerman  seeking  to 
restrain  the  defendants  from  distributing 
10  westerns.  The  plaintiff  seeks  damages 
for  alleged  unauthorized  distribution  of 
the  pictures,  as  well  as  an  injunction. 

N.  Y,  U,  Establishes 
Film  Rental  Service 

New  York — A film  rental  service  has 
been  established  at  New  York  University 
for  the  distribution  of  educational  subjects 
to  schools,  adult  education  groups  and 
clubs  with  a library  expected  to  comprise 
200  films  by  January  1.  Current  material 
available  includes  an  original  nucleus  of 
55  condensed  features,  produced  by  the 
Commission  on  Human  Relations  of  the 
Progressive  Education  Ass’n  and  films  pro- 
duced by  the  Educational  Film  Institute 
of  New  York  University. 

The  library  will  be  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  Prof.  Herbert  B.  Dorau  and  a 
committee  and  will  be  run  on  a non-profit 
basis. 


GTE  Net  Gains 

New  York — General  Theatres  Equip- 
ment Corp.  reflects  a gain  of  $99,538  in  its 
net  of  $582,115  for  the  nine  months  end- 
ing September  30  which  compares  with 
$482,577  for  the  similar  period  last  year. 
Third  quarter  net  of  $173,797  is  $19,450  up 
on  the  comparative  quarter  in  1939  when 
the  earnings  were  $154,347. 


Funeral  Services  Held 


Bert  Robbins  Moves  Up 


For  Frederick  Bisbee 


New  York — Funeral  services  were  held 
in  Berlin,  N.  H.,  Friday,  for  Frederick 
C.  Bisbee,  contract  license  engineer  for 
Erpi,  who  died  at  the  Mills  Sanitorium  in 
Morristown,  N.  J.,  following  an  operation. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  his  parents, 
and  a sister,  Mrs.  Raymond  Wass  of  Han- 
over, Mass. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Bisbee  had 
served  the  Bell  System  for  20  years.  In 
1928  he  joined  Erpi  and  since  that  time 
had  been  active  in  engineering  and  licens- 
ing relating  to  sound  recording. 


Albany — Bert  Robbins,  son  of  Herman 
Robbins,  National  Screen  president,  is 
now  attached  to  the  New  York  office  af- 
ter a break-in  period  at  the  local  branch. 
Young  Robbins  was  here  all  summer. 


"Desert  Song”  Plagiarism 
Charge  Is  Dismissed 

New  York — The  “Desert  Song”  plagiar- 
ism suit  brought  by  Joseph  J.  Davilla 
against  Sigmund  Romberg,  Harms,  Wit- 
mark,  Warner,  NBC,  CBS  and  others,  has 
been  dismissed  in  federal  court  after  a 
three-day  trial.  Davilla  had  claimed  that 
“Desert  Song”  written  by  Romberg  in- 
fringed on  his  “You  Are  My  Spider  and  I 
Am  Your  Fly,”  but  Judge  Mandelbaum 
held  this  was  not  the  case. 


With  RKO.  These  Events  Took  Place — Motn  poutan  phot, 

Kay  Kyser,  having  finished  ‘‘You’ll  Find  Out,”  flies  to  New  York.  At  the 
airport,  he  poses  for  the  very  obvious  publicity  shot,  upper  right.  In  Holly- 
wood, George  J.  Schaefer,  Robert  Montgomery,  J.  j.  Nolan,  David  Sarnoff 
and  Harry  EdingtoJi  get  involved  in  what  appears  to  be  an  interesting  over- 
the-table  conversation.  Immediately  above,  David  Dubin — he’s  the  gent 
on  the  left — accepts  from  Walter  Ament,  general  manager  of  Rathe  News, 
the  first  reel  flashed  at  the  riew  Airline  Newsreel  theatre  of  which  Dubin 
is  general  manager.  In  the  background  is  the  new  type  of  sound  camera 
used  by  the  newsreel.  It  was  on  display  in  the  lobby  during  the  opening 
of  New  York’s  latest  newsreel  house. 
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(Continued  from  page  23) 
ager,  arrived  on  the  Exchordia  from  Lisbon 
to  await  the  return  from  South  America 
of  Phil  Reisman. 

Mort  Spring  on  Wednesday  had  his 
first  4 o’clock  tea  m three  months  . . . Bob 
O’Domiell  is  in  town,  havmg  come  on 
from  Pittsburgh  where  he  attended  the 
annual  Variety  shindig  over  the  weekend 
. . . J.  Myer  Schine  is  due  back  shortly 
from  a vacation  trip  to  the  coast  . . . Bob 
Sisk,  RKO  producer,  has  returned  to  the 
coast  after  a brief  visit  here  . . . Sam  Wood 
is  due  within  a few  days  from  the  west  on 
a vacation  . . . Harry  C.  Arthur  is  expected 
soon  from  St.  Louis  on  one  of  his  periodic 
trips  here.  A new  development  is  under 
way  near  his  Shrub  Oak  farm  at  Peekskill 
. . . Ben  Kalmenson  is  back  from  a mid- 
west visit  for  Warner  . . . Charles  A. 
Buckley,  general  counsel  for  FWC,  has 
been  here  for  home  office  conferences  on 
the  settlement  of  the  pending  contempt 
proceedings  against  the  circuit  in  Los 
Angeles. 

Henry  Reiner  of  National  Screen  spent 
the  wee  hours  of  Wednesday  morning 
around  Lying-In  Hospital.  And  at  4:30 
a.  m.  he  was  given  the  good  tidings  of  a 
third  son  to  grace  the  home.  Wife  Claire 
is  doing  nicely.  Ditto  the  latest  arrival  . . . 
Bill  Brown  has  sold  the  Storm  King,  Corn- 
wall, to  Harry  Brandt  . . . Moe  Siegel,  Re- 
public production  head,  is  due  from  the 
coast  Monday  on  his  regular  home  office 
visit  . . . Bill  Scully  is  back  from  the  coast 
where  he  stayed  a few  days  on  product 
deals  . . . Herman  Wobber  heads  for  the 
coast  again  soon  . . . Murray  Silverstone 
plans  to  leave  Friday  for  Hollywood  on 
one  of  his  periodic  visits. 

Rouben  Mamoulian’s  friends  in  New 
York  hear  he  is  about  to  sign  a three-pic- 
ture deal  with  2Qth  Century-Fox  for  which 
he  has  just  completed  ‘‘The  Mark  of 
Zorro”  which,  incidentally,  follows  “Down 
Argentine  Way’’  at  the  Roxy.  The  direc- 
tor has  chalked  out  plans  to  direct  “Lysis- 
trata’’  because  he  believes  the  public  to- 
day is  in  no  mood  to  laugh  at  a war  story 
. . . Mrs.  Milton  Schwarzwald  has  returned 
to  Hollywood,  via  a short  stay  in  Chicago. 
While  here  she  was  a guest  of  the  Nate 
Blumbergs  . . . Rube  Jackter,  assistant  to 
Abe  Montague  at  Columbia,  heads  for  the 
coast  shortly  . . . Steve  Pallos,  normally 
Alex  Korda’s  sales  manager  in  Londoii  a?id 
now  a visitor  here,  expects  to  be  around 
these  parts  for  quite  a spell. 

Sam  Burger,  M-G-M  foreign  roving 
representative,  is  in  Chile  and  has  no  defi- 
nite plans  for  his  return  to  New  York  at 
the  moment  . . . Laudy  Lawrence,  in 
charge  of  Europe  for  the  same  company, 
after  several  delays  finally  flew  the  Clip- 
per departing  October  20  for  Lisbon  and 
is  now  in  England  on  the  first  of  a series 
of  stopovers  in  foreign  countries  to  check 
up  on  M-G-M  activities  . . . Tom  Gorman, 
Chicago  head  for  the  RKO  circuit,  left 
early  in  the  week  after  several  days  at 
the  home  office  . . . Rick  Ricketson,  Den- 
ver National  Theatres  zone  head,  depart- 
ed for  his  headquarters  after  a few  weeks 
here  on  film  buys  . . . Sidney  R.  Kent  is 
due  back  next  week  from  the  coast  . . . 
Harry  Goetz  still  hopes  to  secure  financ- 
ing for  the  production  of  “The  American 
Way”  for  RKO  release  . . . Manny  Reiner 
is  handling  eastern  publicity  for  George 
W.  Weeks,  independent  Monogram  pro- 
ducer. 

O.  Henry  Briggs,  president  of  Pathe 
Laboratories,  is  in  Hollywood  and  is  due 


back  in  about  a week  . . . Mark  Hellinger 
will  take  a plane  back  to  the  coast  Novem- 
ber 3.  He  came  east  on  the  same  boat 
that  brought  the  William  Levys.  Bill  is  go- 
ing into  the  publishing  business  here  in 
the  next  few  weeks  . . . Harry  M.  War- 
ner made  it  a point  to  visit  the  rodeo  at 
the  Madison  Square  Garden  last  week  . . . 
The  Hunt  Strombergs  and  the  Arthur 
Rapfs  made  up  a foursome  attending  the 
Yale- Dartmouth  game  over  the  weekend 
. . . Joe  Katsch,  local  exhibitor,  has 
dropped  some  weight,  but  not  enough  to 
suit  himself. 

Sidney  Justin,  Paramount  studio  attor- 
ney, is  in  town  on  his  vacation.  He  ar- 
rived just  in  time  to  be  among  the  first 
to  see  the  new  visitor  in  his  brother’s 
home  . . . Jack  L.  Warner  is  plarming  to 
head  back  for  the  coast  so  he’ll  be  there 
for  the  elections  . . . Dan  Fi-ankel,  former- 
ly with  Pathe,  is  now  in  business  for  him- 
self as  an  independent  distributor.  He  has 
opened  offices  in  the  Paramount  Build- 
ing as  Patria  Pictures  . . . Charles  Kurtz- 
man.  New  England  division  manager  for 
Loew’s,  was  a home  office  visitor  during 
the  week  . . . Ray  Bell  is  now  ensconced  on 
West  End  Ave.,  which  means  he’s  about 
10  minutes  traveling  distance  from  the 
Loew  headquarters  . . . M.  P.  Associates 
are  making  every  effort  to  get  jobs  for 
five  members.  They  are  the  only  unem- 
ployed in  the  organization  which  has  a 
large  membership. 

Bausch  6r  Lomb  Defend 
Record  on  Defense 

Rochester  — Defending  its  87-year-old 
record  on  national  defense,  the  Bausch  & 
Lomb  Optical  Co.  here,  largest  maker  of 
military  optical  instruments,  has  issued 
a book  containing  laudatory  letters  from 
Secretaries  Stimson  and  Knox  of  the  War 
and  Navy  departments.  It  refutes  attacks 
on  the  company’s  loyalty  and  patriotism 
engendered  by  the  indictment  which 
charged  restraint  of  trade  in  military  op- 
tical instruments. 

Columbia  Club's  Party 
Slated  for  November  4 

New  York — The  Columbian  Club  of  Co- 
lumbia will  hold  a fall  party  in  the  nature 
of  an  Election  Eve  get-together  in  the 
Century  Room  of  the  Hotel  Commodore 
November  4.  Phillip  Weissman  is  in 
charge  of  ari’angements,  with  Max  Rohr- 
lich,  Elizabeth  Schwartz  and  Seth  Raisler 
on  the  committee. 

0 ■ ■ 

Not  One  But  Five 
M,C,'s  at  Benefit 

New  York — Not  one,  not  two,  but  five 
of  the  foremost  comedians  of  radio,  stage 
and  screen  will  act  as  masters-of-cere- 
monies  at  the  seventh  annual  "Night  of 
Stars"  refugee  aid  show  at  Madison 
Square  Garden,  November  27.  They  are 
Eddie  Cantor,  Milton  Berle,  Jay  C.  Flip- 
pen,  George  Jessel  and  Henny  Young- 
man. 

The  backfield  of  comedians  who  will 
take  their  cues  from  the  five-star  hurlers 
are  Bert  Lahr,  Victor  Moore,  William 
Gaxton,  Danny  Kaye,  "Red"  Skelton, 
Benny  Fields  and  Block  and  Sully. 


'Twas  Night  of  Fun 
For  Picture  Pioneers 


(Continued  from  page  22) 

Then  they  were  seated  at  special  tables  and 
instead  of  the  sumptuous  meal  the  others 
were  enjoying,  were  fed  Wheaties  and  milk. 
During  the  height  of  their  discomfort  the 
tables  they  were  taking  their  repast  from 
suddenly  collapsed.  As  the  sprawling  mem- 
bers were  lifted  to  their  feet  they  were 
escorted  to  the  monkey  cage  while  the 
others  fed  them  peanuts. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  evening 
was  a song  especially  written  by  Benny 
Davis.  The  title:  “Twenty  Five  Years 
Ago.”  The  words,  of  course,  were  original, 
as  was  the  music.  Hum  any  old  tune,  re- 
peat with  each  new  verse  two  lines  of 
“twenty-five  years  ago,”  and  add  some  of 
the  following,  and  you’ll  get  an  idea  of 
what  it  sounded  like. 

liarry  Buckley  began  his  career  with  a rush 
Before  seats  in  theatres  had  piush 
He  was  an  usher  and  how  he  could  ush 
Twenty-five  years  ago. 

Marvin  Schenck  booked  the  theatres  from  Brook- 
lyn to  Flint 

Not  earning  enough  to  buy  peppermint 
It  was  Schenck  or  Schmenk.  a bee  ge  zint. 

This  may  surprise  you  as  sure  as  you’re  born 
Bill  Brandt  kinda  sneeked  in  one  bright  early 

morn 

Said  how  long  has  this  racket  been  going  on. 

Bob  O’Donnell  was  just  a wee  bit  of  a boy 
He  answered  the  call  of  the  south  with  much  joy 
Tiie  picture  business  never  had  a “goy.” 

Anyhow,  for  more  than  four  hours  the 
festivities  seemed  to  hit  a new  high.  They 
attracted  members  from  Boston,  Niagara 
Falls,  Philadelphia,  Texas  and  points  well 
beyond  the  12-mile  limit.  Among  the 
initiates  were  George  Baldson,  Harry  G. 
Black,  Ira  H.  Cohn,  Jay  Emanuel,  Harold 
S.  Eskin,  Harry  Hecht,  Henry  Holms,  Rut- 
gers Neilson,  Walter  Futter,  William  Ganz, 
Walter  Reade,  John  H.  Harris,  Ben  Shlyen, 
Morton  Van  Praag,  Harry  Gold,  Moe  San- 
ders, Si  Fabian,  Jack  Connolly,  Milton 
Kusell,  Rubey  Cowan,  Earle  W.  Hammons, 
Morris  Kutinsky  and  U.  K.  Whipple. 

Jack  Alicoate  was  chairman  of  the 
initiations,  Marvin  Schenck,  entertainment 
and  Hal  Hode  arrangements.  Jay  C.  Flip- 
pen  was  master-of-ceremonies  while  talent 
included  Frances  Langford,  Abbott  and 
Costello,  Jon  Hall,  Romo  Vincent,  Gene 
Autry  and  Jay  Prescott.  Jack  Cohn,  as 
usual  and  of  course,  presided  as  house 
manager. 


RKO  Frolics  Tuesday 

New  York — One  of  the  numerous  an- 
nual get-togethers  of  RKO  theatre  man- 
agers and  company  executives  takes  place 
October  29  at  Toots  Shor’s  restaurant. 
While  the  male  personnel  is  partaking  of 
cocktails  and  beefsteak,  wives  and  sweet- 
hearts will  be  the  guests  of  RKO  at  any 
legitimate  show  they  choose.  After  the 
theatre,  the  women  will  join  the  men  at 
the  Hurricane,  night  club,  for  more  merry- 
making. 


Next  Five  Set 

New  York — ^Film  Alliance  of  the  United 
States  has  set  its  next  five  releases.  In 
order,  they  are  “The  Chinese  Bungalow,” 
“Sensation,”  “Larceny  Street,”  “Secret 
Journey”  and  “Death  at  a Broadcast.”  The 
pictures  were  made  in  England. 
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"Hynkel"  Illustrates  a Point — 

This  is  Charlie  Chaplin,  of  course,  registering  it  with  the  Philadelphia 
critics  who  came  to  New  York  to  see  his  neiv  film,  now  current  in  their  city. 
Clockwise  from  Chaplin:  Mildred  Martin.  Inquirer;  Dorothy  Guinan,  News; 
Harry  Murdock,  Ledger.  Backs  to  camera,  left  to  right:  Elsie  Finn,  Record; 
Laure  Lee.  Bulletin;  Lynn  Farnol. 


TACK  WARNER,  Joe  Bernhard  and 
^ Joseph  H.  Hazen  were  in  for  a huddle 
with  John  J.  Payette,  zone  manager  . . . 
AA,  Inc,,  is  scheduled  for  transfer  from 
the  Paramount  to  NSS  exchange  on  No- 
vember 1.  In  other  words,  RKO  and  Para- 
mount accessories,  D.  C.  Poster  and  NSS 
will  be  housed  at  920  New  Jersey  Ave.  as 
of  that  date  . . , Mrs.  Margaret  Corbett  of 
Hancock,  Md.,  advises  a new  front  is  being 
installed  on  the  New  . . . Sammy  Goldberg 
of  the  New,  Brunswick,  Md.,  is  recovering 
from  a recent  ailment  ...  Ed  Rosenbaum, 
Columbia  exploiteer,  in  for  a huddle  . . . 
Mrs.  Lou  Spates  of  Frostburg,  Md.,  has 
returned  from  her  White  Way  junket,  a 
peek  at  “Howards  of  Virginia”  being  her 
objective  , . , James  Cassanelli  of  Neon, 
Ky.,  has  opened  his  new  house,  the  Fam- 
ily, in  Harmon,  Va. 

George  Gill,  PRC  distributor,  has  been 
obliged  to  lease  larger  office  space  at  203 
Eye  Street,  the  move  being  made  possible 
only  through  the  support  and  cooperation 
of  the  exhibitors  in  the  territory  . . . The 
Mt.  Vernon  Open  Air  will  ring  down  the 
curtain  for  the  season  October  30  . . . Co- 
lumbia’s Freddie  Saperstein’s  whistles  have 
turned  to  sniffles  . . . Joe  Kushner’s  wife 
is  favoring  a broken  arm  suffered  in  a fall 
from  a steed  . . , UA’s  Mildred  Footer  ob- 
served a natal  day  the  16th,  and  Barbara 
Ann  Hoyle,  daughter  of  Lichtman’s  Bill 
Hoyle,  will  celebrate  her  first  birthday 
October  28  . . . Harry  Thomas,  Monogram 
franchise  holder,  spent  four  days  with 
Branch  Manager  Harry  Brown. 

Universal  Travelogue;  Max  Cohen 
joined  Salesman  Barney  Frank  on  a tour 
of  Virginia  accounts  . . . Alice  Reighly, 
cashier,  is  vacationing  with  a trip  to  the 
Fair  in  her  itinerary  . , . Herbert  Blumen- 
thal,  head  shipper,  vacationing  on  the  local 
scene  . . . Lavelle  Forrester  weekending  in 
New  York  and  a Fair  visit  , . . Hazel  Rob- 
ertson weekending  in  Pittsburgh  . . . Visit- 
ing the  Row;  Hunter  Perry,  Charlottes- 
ville; Ike  Weiner  and  Bill  Smith,  Waldorf; 
Julian  Gordon,  Newport  News;  Mr.  Lea, 
Schoolfield;  Sam  Roth,  Harrisonburg; 
Harry  Silver,  Leon  Back,  and  Barry  Gold- 
man, Baltimore. 

NSS  is  holding  fifth  place  in  the  current 
Herman  Robbins  20th  anniversary  drive. 
Milt  Smith  is  in  number  one  spot  for 
salesmen  . . . Agnes  Turner’s  coat  of  tan  is 
ample  evidence  of  her  Florida  sojourn  . . . 
RKO’s  Steady  Knox  was  visited  by  rela- 
tives from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  over  the 
weekend  . . . Paramount’s  Joe  linger,  east- 
ern division  manager,  in  for  a huddle  . . . 
Branch  Manager  Eddie  Fontaine  planed  to 
Pittsburgh  for  the  Variety  convention  and 
a visit  with  long-time  friends  . . . Anna 
Bernd,  Paramount  cashier,  is  vacationing, 
but  we  know  not  where. 

Harley  Davidson,  “Branch  Manager  of 
the  Clinch  Valley,”  kibitzing  along  the 
Row  . . . “Rusty”  Duncan,  secretary  to 
Warner’s  Frank  LaFalce,  in  fine  fettle  fol- 
lowing an  illness  . . . Telephone  Greeter 
Frances  McCormick  doctoring  a stubborn 
molar  and,  we  hope,  effectively  in  order 
to  enjoy  the  surprise  shower  tendered  her 
in  the  Warner  club  room  by  the  girls  of 
the  office  staff  last  Wednesday  eve. 


Under  Patronage  of  Otto 

New  York — The  American  premiere  of 
“Mayerling  to  Sarajevo”  at  the  Little  Car- 
negie Playhouse  October  29  will  be  under 
the  patronage  of  Archduke  Otto  of  Haps- 
burg  and  will  feature  a preface  signed  by 
Winston  Churchill,  Prime  Minister  of 
Great  Britain.  The  entire  proceeds  of  the 
premiere  go  to  Bundles  for  Britain. 


PARLE  SWEIGERT,  Paramount,  reports 
a promising  outlook  for  the  Red  Cross 
drive  in  this  territory.  As  district  coordina- 
tor for  the  industry,  he  has  charge  of  a 
territory  with  700  theatres.  Four  hundred 
prints  of  a Deanna  Durbin  trailer  will  be 
available  for  cooperating  theatres.  Red 
Cross  workers  will  be  stationed  in  lobbies 
to  answer  questions  and  sign  up  mem- 
bers. There  will  be  no  solicitation.  The 
dates;  November  10  to  16. 

Showmen  Clubbers  held  their  first  gen- 
eral meeting  in  their  new  quarters,  1315 
Vine  St.,  and  laid  plans  for  a hoopla  open- 
ing shortly  . . . Bookers  of  the  various  ex- 
changes will  get  together  at  a meeting 
Monday  night  . . . Charlie  Donahue  is  now 
on  the  RKO  staff  . . . Victor  D’Ambrozio 
is  a new  Monogrammer,  taking  the  place 
of  Sidney  Levy,  who  has  got  himself  a 
job  at  the  Navy  Yard  . . . Harry  Dressier, 
26th-Fox  shipper,  is  mourning  the  death 
of  his  mother. 

The  scion  of  the  Elmer  Hirths  (Goldman 
booker)  marked  his  second  birthday  on 
the  22nd  . . . Barney  Cohen,  Lawndale, 
celebrated  a wedding  anniversary  on  the 
25th  ...  So  did  Frances  Goldberg  of  Na- 
tional Penn  Printing  . . . October  30  is  the 
birthday  of  Leonard  Hetelson,  Colonial, 
West  Philadelphia,  and  Sidney  Porter, 
brother  of  Bill,  who  graces  the  Monogram 
office  . . . Samuel  Hyman,  Cameo,  has  one 
on  the  31st  . . . New  booking  stenographer 
at  20th-Fox  is  May  Greenus,  replacing  the 
lately  married  Ruth  Johnson  Toner. 

Thomas  Brislin  of  the  Crystal.  Wilkes 
Barre,  was  a long-absent  visitor  to  the 
Street  . . . Others  seen  were  Pete  Marinos. 
Wyoming  Theatre,  Wyoming;  Oscar  Stei- 
fel,  Roxy,  Lock  Haven;  Tom  Elliott, 
Girard,  Girardville,  and  Tommy  Thomas, 
Thomas,  Taylor  . . . The  Metro  staff  gave 
a sendoff  to  Mrs.  Helen  Alter  Willis  at  the 
Russian  Inn  . . . Florence  Weitzman, 
Metroite,  who  can  be  graceful  even  on 
pins  and  needles,  won  the  tri-State  pine 
needle  ski  meet — women’s  division — at 
Swartswood  Lake,  N.  J.,  the  other  day. 

Joe  Conway,  Egyptian,  Bala,  attracted 
bees  as  well  as  customers  with  a chrysan- 


themum show  in  his  lobby  . . . Old  Charlie 
Chaplin’s  are  being  resurrected  by  Ben 
Harris  and  Ed  Gabriel,  in  view  of  the  at- 
tention being  attracted  by  “The  Great 
Dictator”  . . . Harry  Weiner,  Columbia, 
and  Ed  Rosenbaum,  played  host  to  news- 
papermen at  an  interview  with  Ben  Hecht, 
for  “Angels  Over  Broadway.” 

Albert  Simko  is  getting  credit  for  a 
spectacular  campaign  at  the  opening  of 
the  new  Vernon,  in  Germantown,  of  which 
he  is  manager.  Celebration  started  ivith  a 
parade  of  American  Legionnaires,  was  fol- 
lowed by  presentation  of  tickets  to  five 
winners  of  a slogan  contest  and  fireworks. 
Presiding  was  Betty  Mott,  Germantown 
high  school  student,  chosen  as  “Miss  Ver- 
non.” Movies  were  taken  of  the  proceed- 
ings. New  house  has  air-cushioned  seats, 
comfo-carpets,  modernistic  decorations, 
and  has  a free  parking  lot.  It  reportedly 
will  be  run  under  an  arrangement  betiveen 
Warner  aiid  William  Goldman. 

William  Shugard,  the  Ledger’s  veteran 
theatre  advertising  man,  was  recalled  by 
Charlie  Chaplin  at  his  recent  New  York 
visit,  newspaper  critics  reported  on  their 
return  from  an  interview.  Shugard,  76, 
was  assigned  by  the  late  F.  G.  Nixon- 
Nirdlinger  to  handle  publicity  for  Chaplin 
when  the  comedian  was  just  getting 
started.  Shugard  recalls  also  that  when 
he  worked  on  the  Philadelphia  Press,  he 
had  an  office  boy  named  Nelson  Eddy. 

Bill  Goldenberg , Collingswood,  reports 
that  a tieup  with  the  police  department 
and  School  Safety  Council  on  a Disney 
Festival  show  brought  out  994  kids  to  an 
after-school  matinee,  a house  record  . . . 
Bob  Kessler's  Benn  marked  an  anniver- 
sary, with  distribution  of  chewing  gum, 
lollypops,  comic  books. 


Manhattan  Company 

Albany  — Trans-Oceanic  Film  Export 
Co.,  Inc.,  has  been  formed  to  conduct  busi- 
ness in  motion  picture  films  in  Manhat- 
tan. Capital  stock  is  200  shares,  no  par 
value.  Incorporators  are;  Arthur  Sanchez, 
Harry  G.  Kosch  and  Jean  Sikoff. 
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THEATRES  had  extra  opposition  last 
^ week  from  the  circus  and  the  produc- 
tion of  “The  American  Way”  at  the 
Mosque  for  three  nights  . . . Bernard 
McCann  returned  to  the  Colonial  as  relief 
doorman  after  an  absence  of  several 
months  . . . Frank  O’Brien,  Wilmer  & Vin- 
cent city  manager,  visited  in  Washington 
. . . Percy  Pollard  has  promoted  Prank 
Marable  to  doorman  at  the  Bellevue,  and 
Ivan  Pi’ied  has  joined  the  service  staff  . . . 
Tom  Pitts,  manager  of  the  East  End  and 
Patrick  Henry,  visited  his  uncle,  Ben,  in 
Fredericksburg  . . , John  Duffus,  manager 
of  the  Arlington,  Arlington,  was  married 
on  October  15. 

Walter  Broadwell,  Neighborhood  Thea- 
tres poster  artist,  vacationed  at  home  . . . 
Bob  Egan  has  added  Morris  Ransome  and 
Greg  Armstrong  to  his  service  staff  at  the 
Park  . . . Algier  Grace  is  a new  usher  at 
the  Westhampton  . . . Mildred  Ament, 
cashier  at  the  Westhampton,  was  called  to 
Florida  by  the  serious  illness  of  her  uncle 
. . . Jake  Flax,  Republic  Pictures,  a visitor 
. . . Mrs.  Allen  Sparroiv,  wife  of  the  mana- 
ger of  Loew’s,  underwent  an  operation  at 
Johnson  Willis  Hospital  . . . Elbert  Grover, 
RKO  salesman,  was  in  town.  Also  Sam 
Wheeler,  manager  for  20th  Century-Fox  in 
Washington,  and  Fred  Rohrs,  United  Art- 
ists manager. 

A charter  has  been  issued  to  Sycamore 
Theatres,  Inc.,  Richmond,  with  a maxi- 
mum capital  of  $50,000,  Herman  Rubin  of 
Petersburg  is  listed  as  president.  Charter 
also  secured  by  the  Raleigh  Amusement 
Co,,  Inc,,  Lynchburg,  with  A.  D.  Thomp- 
son listed  as  president  , , , Bing  Crosby 
recently  visited  New  Market  to  look  over 
a horse  farm  , . , It  is  reported  the  Licht- 
man  circuit  is  going  to  add  two  houses  to 
their  chain,  one  in  Portsmouth  and  the 
other  in  Newport  News, 

David  Kamsky.  Neighborhood  Theatres 
advertising  manager,  visited  Washington 
and  Farmville  . . . Exhibitors  in  this  ter- 
ritory are  all  wishing  the  best  of  luck  to 
Bernie  Kreisler,  recently  promoted  to  short 
subjects  sales  manager  for  Universal  . . . 
Littleton  Chappell,  National  engineer,  re- 
signed after  seven  years'  duty  . . . John 
Carnell,  State  projectionist,  has  returned 
to  the  booth  after  being  out  for  some  time 
following  several  operatiojis  at  Grace  Hos- 
pital . , . Floyd  Stawls,  manager  of  the 
Carillon,  visited  his  sister  in  Fredericks- 
burg . . . Ben  Caplon,  Columbia  salesman, 
was  in  town  on  business. 

Columbia  Men  Make  Plans 
For  Forthcoming  Films 

Washington  — Analyses  of  Columbia’s 
sales  and  exhibition  plans  for  forthcoming 
product  highlighted  a one-day  sales  meet- 
ing of  the  mideast  division  at  the  May- 
flower Hotel  Saturday,  Abe  Montague, 
general  sales  manager,  and  Rube  Jackter, 
his  assistant,  presided.  The  sales  personnel 
from  the  Washington,  Cincinnati,  Cleve- 
land, and  Pittsburgh  branches,  under  di- 
vision manager  Sam  Galanty,  attended. 


Lilts  "Wives"  Ban 

New  York — The  New  York  censor  board 
has  lifted  the  ban  that  has  existed  since 
last  spring  on  the  Czechoslovakian  film, 
“The  Merry  Wives.”  The  distributor,  Ed- 
gar E.  Lloyd,  states  a license  has  been 
granted  for  showings  in  the  state  upon  the 
board’s  “reconsideration”  of  the  film. 


Now  It's  the  Drait 
Call  in  the  Lobby 

New  York — There's  always  something 
new  under  the  sun,  despite  the  usual  ob- 
servation to  the  contrary. 

It's  not  every  year  that  the  nation  has 
a national  draft  lottery,  so  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Bryant  is  capitalizing  on  the 
event,  it  hopes.  On  October  29,  as  fast 
as  selective  service  numbers  are  selected 
in  the  lottery,  they  will  be  announced  in 
the  theatre  and  posted  in  the  main  lobby. 

In  this  way,  men  eligible  for  army  ser- 
vice will  not  have  to  remain  at  home  to 
hear  the  results  over  the  radio  and  will 
be  free  to  see  "The  Fight  for  Life,"  if  they 
so  want. 
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Seek  More  Rounded 
Reaction  to  Plan 

New  York — The  RKO  circuit’s  local  ex- 
tension to  five  units  of  a double  feature 
experiment  begun  a month  ago  at  one 
neighborhood  theatre,  is  designed  to  pro- 
vide a more  rounded  public  reaction  to  the 
plan  and  is  not  to  be  construed  as  signaliz- 
ing the  success  of  the  original,  according 
to  John  J.  O’Connor,  circuit  head. 

The  plan  embraces  presentation  of  the 
main  attraction  on  double  bill  shows  be- 
fore the  secondary  feature  in  order  to 
make  it  possible  for  patrons  to  leisurely 
eat  their  dinners  and  catch  the  main  fea- 
ture at  9:30  p.  m.,  instead  of  waiting  un- 
til close  to  11  p.  m.,  the  sequence  in  time 
that  obtained  previously.  'Hie  new  policy 
is  now  operating  at  the  Proctor’s  86th 
Street,  the  newly  acquired  Marble  Hill  and 
the  Columbia.  Strand  and  Park  in  Far 
Rockaway,  L.  I. 

Breach  of  Contract 
Suit  Against  Fox 

Camden,  N.  J. — The  Towers  Theatre  Co. 
has  filed  a suit  against  20th  Century-Fox 
for  $107,500,  charging  breach  of  contract. 

The  suit,  filed  in  behalf  of  the  presi- 
dent, A.  M.  Ellis,  by  Richardson  Dilworth, 
alleges  the  company  bought  the  theatre 
at  sheriff’s  sale  with  the  express  under- 
standing that  20th-Fox  would  provide  the 
theatre  with  films  by  permitting  it  to 
share  clearance  rights  with  the  plaintiff’s 
other  theatre,  the  Broadway.  That  was 
done,  it  is  said,  by  a rider  on  the  Broad- 
way’s contract. 

In  October,  1939,  five  months  after  the 
theatre  was  bought  and  renovations  prac- 
tically completed,  the  complaint  declares, 
Ellis  was  informed  by  Edgar  Moss,  sales 
manager  of  the  Philadelphia,  Washington 
and  Pittsburgh  districts,  that  product  for 
the  Towers  was  held  up  by  a complaint 
of  Joseph  Varbalow,  operator  of  the  Savar 
and  Victoria,  Camden.  Ellis  said  he  went 
to  see  Joseph  Sussman,  eastern  United 
States  sales  head,  in  New  York.  A com- 
promise assertedly  was  reached  by  which 
the  Towers  agreed  not  to  use  vaudeville 
during  the  week  when  20th-Fox  films  were 
shown,  but  to  restrict  vaudeville  to  the 
weekends  when  product  from  other  distrib- 
utors would  be  used. 

But  when  Ellis  tried  to  book  pictures 
under  this  new  agreement,  he  was  told 
the  opposition  of  Varbalow  still  blocked 
the  arrangement,  the  suit  declares. 

All  attempts  to  get  the  exchange  to  pro- 
vide him  with  product  have  failed,  Ellis 
avers. 
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JAY  GOLDEN,  William  Cadoret  and  Les- 
' ter  Pollock,  downtown  theatre  man- 
agers, attended  a Democratic  dinner  as 
guests  of  Donald  Dailey,  county  Demo- 
cratic leader,  and  heard  Governor  Lehman 
make  an  address  . . . Election  returns  will 
be  supplied  Loew’s  Rochester  over  special 
wires  from  both  local  newspapers.  Lester 
Pollock  completed  plans  for  the  coverage 
. . . Local  theatre  managers  like  clams, 
so  they  were  invited  to  the  big  clambake 
staged  by  Local  25,  lATSE,  at  the  Elks 
Club  . . . “The  Great  Dictator”  is  sched- 
uled to  play  Loew’s  here. 

Blackstone  got  stage  shows  off  to  a big 
start  here  by  playing  to  ‘‘excellent  busi- 
ness” (according  to  Manager  Lou  Mayer) 
at  the  Temple.  It  was  the  first  flesh  show 
for  the  Temple  in  12  years.  ‘‘Hollywood 
Hotel  Revue”  is  booked  beginning  Novem- 
ber 1 . . . RKO  Palace  likewise  reported  a 
big  reception  for  its  midnight  Spook  Show 
last  Saturday,  with  Boris  Karloff  in  ‘‘The 
Ape”  on  the  screen  . . . Col.  William  A. 
Donovan  addressed  the  Bankers  Ass’n 
here,  coming  on  the  invitation  of  Edward 
P.  Curtis,  sales  manager  of  motion  pic- 
ture film  for  Eastman  Kodak  . . . Dorothy 
Cox,  Loew’s  usherette,  broke  into  print  in 
the  roto  section  of  the  Sunday  paper  here. 

Majestic  in  Hornell  was  used  by  Re- 
publicans for  a big  rally  in  that  city  . . . 
Billy  Vallie,  who  was  Sonny  Boy  in  A1 
Jolson’s  picture  of  that  name,  in  town 
with  his  mother  looking  for  a job  . . . 
Nine  Schine  houses  will  play  “Ramparts 
We  Watch”  with  the  “Baptism  of  Fire” 
sequences  three  days  next  week.  Big  news- 
paper and  radio  advertising  campaign  has 
been  conducted  . . . Bob  Meagher,  Schine 
ad  man,  is  writing  copy  for  the  Granada 
and  Riverside  in  Buffalo.  Bob  served  as 
m.  c.  at  a Grotto  affair  at  the  Masonic 
Club  the  other  night  . . . Bud  Silverman, 
Lou  Levitch  and  Max  Fogel  were  in 
Gloversville. 

Wally  Falkins  of  the  State  had  a suc- 
cessful tieup  with  a truck  agency  here  for 
‘‘They  Drive  by  Night.”  Banners  covered 
truck,  and  stills  from  picture  covered  the 
inside  walls.  Wally  also  had  a neat  ex- 
hibit for  ‘‘Untamed.”  He  got  a lot  of 
stuffed  animals,  put  them  in  a cage  and 
arranged  a colorful  lighting  arrangement 
. . . Edward  Peck  Curtis,  sales  manager  in 
the  motion  picture  film  department  of 
Eastman  Kodak,  spoke  at  a Willkie  rally 
here. 

“New  Pins  and  Needles”  revue  is  slated 
for  the  Auditorium  November  1 and  2 . . . 
Work  has  been  resumed  on  a new  theatre 
in  nearby  Canadaigua,  halted  last  spring 
when  a wall  collapsed.  New  plans  were 
drawn  during  the  summer  . . . Toby  Ross, 
Elmwood  manager  in  nearby  Penn  Yan, 
provided  the  musical  entertainment  for  a 
meeting  of  150  industrialists  in  that  vil- 
lage. Toby,  who  plays  the  violin,  was  for- 
merly musical  director  at  the  Palace  here. 


3~Day  Weekend  Gross  of 
$36,000  for  "Arise" 

New  York — A three-day  weekend  gross 
of  $36,000  for  “Arise,  My  Love”  is  credited 
by  the  Paramount  management  with  hav- 
ing hit  the  highest  weekend  business  at 
the  theatre  in  the  last  three  years.  Robert 
M.  Weitman  claims  the  first  week’s  tally 
was  slightly  better  than  $65,000. 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


SAG  Takes  Power 
From  B Council 


Action  taken  by  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
board  of  directors  has,  to  some  extent, 
clipped  the  wings  of  the  SAG’s  Class  B 
council,  the  latter  group  having  been  noti- 
fied in  a letter  from  Kenneth  Thomson, 
the  SAG’S  executive  secretary,  that: 

1.  The  admittance  committee  which 
passes  upon  the  number  of  players  ad- 
mitted to  the  SAG  sfiall  henceforth  be 
made  up  entirely  of  Class  A members, 
eliminating  B representation  and  substi- 
tuting “periodical  reports”  to  be  made  to 
the  council  on  the  number  of  new  play- 
ers enrolled. 

2.  Because  of  “overlapping  of  functions” 
with  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund,  the 
SAG  welfare  committee,  on  which  several 
B members  were  represented,  has  been 
abolished  and  its  appropriation  cancelled. 

3.  An  amendment  to  the  SAG  by-laws 
was  passed  ruling  that  all  voting  at  meet- 
ings of  the  board  of  directors  and  the  B 
council  is  to  be  done  in  person  and  not  by 
proxy. 

White  Collars  Choose  SOEG 

The  first  action  was  interpreted  as 
bearing  most  directly  upon  the  B mem- 
bership, which  is  thus  denied  the  right  to 
pass  upon  the  qualifications  of  those  de- 
siring SAG  cards,  even  though  they  be 
within  the  extra  ranks. 

Screen  Office  Employes  Guild  came  out 
the  winner  in  the  National  Labor  Rela- 
tions Board  elections  at  Columbia  and 
RKO  Radio,  at  which  studios  white-collar 
workers  chose  the  SOEG  as  their  bargain- 
ing representative.  Universal  and  Repub- 
lic were  to  be  the  next  to  vote,  with 
M-G-M,  20th  Century-Fox  and  Walter 
Wanger  employes  balloting  October  28  and 
Hal  Roach  workers  voting  November  4. 
The  SOEG  is  unopposed. 

Machinery  is  being’  perfected  by  the  Screen 
Writers  Guild  executive  board  for  its  forthcoming 
annual  election  November  13.  Given  official  ap- 
proval is  a list  of  nominees  which  includes: 

Sheridan  Gibney,  incumbent,  for  re-election  as 
president,  unopposed;  Sidney  Buchman  and  Dwight 
Taylor,  vice-president;  Ralph  Block  and  Dore 
Schary,  secretary;  Lester  Cole  and  George  Oppen- 
heimer,  treasurer.  Candidates  for  the  executive 
board,  from  whom  21  will  be  chosen,  include  Art 
Arthur,  John  Balderston,  Michael  Blankfort, 
Ralph  Block,  Edwin  Blum,  Sidney  Buchman, 
Hugo  Butler,  Jerome  Chodorov,  Lester  Cole, 
Myles  Connolly,  Olive  Cooper,  Howard  Dimsdale, 
Joseph  Fields,  Sheridan  Gibney,  James  Gow,  Mor- 
ton Grant,  Don  Hartman,  John  Huston,  Paul  Jar- 
rico,  Charles  Kaufman.  Curtis  Kenyon,  Harry 
Kurnitz,  Ring  Lardner  jr.,  S.  K.  Lauren,  John 
Howard  Lawson,  William  Ludwig,  Richard  Mac- 
aulay, Ed  North,  George  Oppenheimer,  Robert 
Presnell,  Maurice  Rapf,  Fred  Rinaldo,  Allen  Riv- 
kin,  Stanley  Roberts,  Robert  Rossen,  Waldo  Salt, 
Dore  Schary,  Allan  Scott,  George  Seaton, 
Sol  Shor,  Tess  Slesinger,  Donald  Ogden  Stewart, 
Dwight  Taylor,  Lamar  Trotti,  Harry  Tugend  and 
Nathaniel  West. 

Further  nominations  may  be  made  through  peti- 


tions signed  by  25  members  or  from  the  floor  at 
the  annual  meeting. 

SWG  executive  board  also  authorized  a drive 
to  sign  independent  producers  to  its  80  per  cent 
Guild  contract  and  preliminary  plans  for  the 
campaign  are  now  being  drafted. 

Producers'  labor  relations  committee  met  with 
representatives  of  the  American  Society  of  Cine- 
matographers, which  wants  certain  clauses  in  its 
contract  clarified;  with  the  screen  set  designers, 
who  submitted  demands  for  a tilt  in  their  hourly 
wage  scale,  and  with  scenic  artists  who,  through 
the  moving  picture  painters,  demanded  a 30  per 
cent  wage  increa.se,  closed  shop,  six-hour  mini- 
mum call  and  other  items. 

Screen  Cartoonists  Guild  membership  has 
okayed  a basic  pact  at  M-G-M  giving  it  a closed 
shop,  minimum  wage  scale  and  improved  work- 
ing conditions.  It  gives  the  SCG  control  of  all 
M-G-M  cartoon  workers  save  cameramen,  film 
editors  and  clerical  employes. 


Labor  Sessions  Continue 
Despite  Casey's  Absence 

Sudden  departure  for  New  York  of  Pat 
Casey,  chief  of  the  Hays  office’s  labor- 
contact  division,  has  not  materially  slowed 
the  activities  of  that  department  insofar 
as  the  local  labor  picture  is  concerned. 
Casey’s  associate,  Fred  Pelton,  and  the 
labor  relations  committee  held  sessions 
with  American  Society  of  Cinematograph- 
ers representatives  and  the  Screen  Set  De- 
signers— the  former  group  submitting  its 
desire  for  clarification  of  certain  points  in 
its  producer  pact,  the  latter  requesting 
that  certain  changes  be  made  in  their 
hourly  wage  scale. 

Pelton  also  met  with  major  studio  man- 
agers to  discuss  new  wage-hour  definitions 
and  their  effect  on  the  studio  setups  with 
various  employe  classifications.  He  will 
work  out  a new  schedule  of  exemptions 
and  changes  with  E.  V.  Cocking,  coast 
head  of  the  wage-hour  administration. 

Casey  will  spend  a week  or  more  in  the 
east  in  an  attempt  to  settle  the  status  of 
future  producer  - lATSE  negotiations — 
chiefly  as  to  whether  new  contracts  will 
be  drafted  through  lA  internationals  in 
New  York  or  directly  with  the  various  lA 
locals  in  Hollywood. 

Because  of  the  extremely  low  number  of 
extra  placements  during  the  past  few 
weeks,  Howard  Philbrick,  general  man- 
ager of  Central  Casting  Corp.,  has  dropped 
four  members  of  that  organization’s  main- 
tenance and  secretarial  personnel  in  an 
economy  move.  Still  in  abeyance  is  the 
American  Federation  of  Office  Employes- 
Central  contract,  with  the  AFOE  current- 
ly mulling  producers’  latest  offer  on  a 
closed  shop  agreement. 


Hughes  Rolls  "Outlaw" 

Returning  to  production  after  an  ab- 
sence of  several  years,  Howard  Hughes 
has  rolled  “The  Outlaw,”  with  Howard 
Hawks  directing,  on  location  in  New  Mex- 
ico. Picture  will  have  a 20th  Centimy- 
Fox  release. 


Monogram  Production 
Continues— Johnston 


Monogram  is  by  no  means  discontinu- 
ing its  production  activities  or  depending 
on  outside  producers  for  pictures,  W.  Ray 
Johnston,  president  of  the  company,  has 
declared  in  a lengthy  statement  issued  in 
answer  to  several  published  reports  that 
Monogram  is  reducing  its  activities  to 
those  of  a distribution  organization. 

Pointing  out  that  the  company  is  pro- 
ducing 19  of  its  announced  26  feature  pic- 
tures and  is  financing  those  19  entirely, 
Johnston  also  declared  Monogram  is  fi- 
nancing the  series  of  eight  Tex  Ritter 
westerns  and  said  that  “as  in  the  past 
Monogram  will  continue  to  finance  at 
least  90  per  cent  of  its  releases.” 

“While  it  is  true,”  Johnston  continued, 
“that  the  Monogram-produced  pictures 
have  been  put  on  a unit  supervision  basis, 
all  production  activity  is  centered  in  the 
hands  of  Scott  R.  Dunlap,  in  charge  of 
stories,  casting  and  production.”  He  as- 
serted the  only  outside  product  being  re- 
leased by  Monogram  at  present  are  the 
“East  Side  Kids”  features  being  made  by 
Sam  Katzman  and  the  “Range  Busters” 
westerns  which  George  Weeks  is  produc- 
ing. 

Johnston  declared  the  Paul  Malvern 
unit  will  make  seven  films;  Lindsley  Par- 
sons is  to  produce  four,  and  I.  E.  Chad- 
wick will  turn  out  two. 

“In  addition  to  his  other  activities,” 
Johnston  said,  “Scott  R.  Dunlap  will  per- 
sonally supervise  the  production  of  Mono- 
gram’s bigger  pictures,  consisting  of  the 
specials  and  the  Jackie  Moran-Marcia 
Mae  Jones  series.”  The  company  presi- 
dent asserted  that  the  only  other  pictures 
to  be  released  which  are  not  “Monogram- 
produced-controlled”  are  three  features 
produced  by  associates  in  England. 

“Monogram  is  releasing  actually  less 
outside  product  this  year  than  it  did  last 
year,”  Johnston  added. 

fi 

Roosevelt-UA  Release 
Deal  Called  OH 

Because  much  of  his  time  will  be 
taken  up  in  connection  with  U.  S.  Ma- 
rine maneuvers  and  production  of  his 
own  picture,  "Pot  O'  Gold,"  James  Roose- 
velt's deal  to  release  through  United 
Artists  five  pictures  to  be  made  by  Sam- 
uel Bronston  Productions  has  been  called 
off.  Bronston  leaves  for  New  York  in  a 
few  days  to  negotiate  new  distribution 
arrangements  for  "Martin  Eden,"  the 
Jack  London  story,  which  Lloyd  Bacon 
has  been  borrowed  from  Warner  to  di- 
rect. He  plans  an  early  December  start. 
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Premiere  Spollight 
Taken  by  "Zorro" 


Engineers,  Between  Sessions — 


At  the  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  convention,  the  photographer 
caught  the  following  dignitaries,  left  to  right:  E.  A.  Williford  of  the  National 
Carbon  Co.,  retiring  SMPE  president;  Frank  Capra,  producer-director  now 
releasing  through  Warner,  and  vice-president  of  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Picture  Arts  and  Sciences,  who  addressed  conventioneers  at  an  informal 
get-together  luncheon;  Mayor  Fletcher  Bowron  of  Los  Angeles  who  welcomed 
the  SMPE  delegates  to  the.  city;  Emery  Huse,  west  coast  manager  of  East- 
man Kodak’s  motion  picture  department,  who  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  SMPE  for  the  coming  year;  and  Major  Nathan  Levinson,  retiring  execu- 
tive vice-president  and  head  of  the  Warner  studio  sound  department. 


Medal  of  Progress 
Award  to  Disney 


Walt  Disney,  pioneer  cartoon  producer, 
this  year  was  made  the  recipient  of  the 
Annual  Progress  Medal  of  the  Society  of 
Motion  Picture  Engineers,  given  each  year 
to  the  individual  deemed  to  have  made  the 
most  outstanding  achievement  in  motion 
picture  technology. 

Disney  was  selected  by  the  SMPE  awards 
committee  for  his  accomplishments  in  de- 
veloping the  animated  cartoon  to  its  pres- 
ent high  technique. 

The  presentation  was  made  at  the 
SMPE’s  annual  convention  banquet  Octo- 
ber 23  by  E.  A.  Williford,  retiring  presi- 
dent of  the  society,  and  was  one  of  the 
convention  highlights.  Citation  to  Disney 
was  delivered  by  Major  Nathan  Levinson, 
retiring  SMPE  executive  vice-president  and 
head  of  the  Warner  studio  sound  depart- 
ment. 


Metro  Will  Distribute 
"Land  of  Liberty" 

With  net  proceeds  from  its  bookings  to 
be  donated  for  welfare  work  among  sol- 
diers and  sailors  by  the  American  Red 
Cross  and  similar  relief  organizations, 
M-G-M  is  undertaking  national  distribu- 
tion on  “Land  of  Liberty,”  feature-length 
cavalcade  of  American  history,  which  was 
made  as  the  motion  picture  industry’s  con- 
tribution to  the  New  York  and  San  Fran- 
cisco fairs. 

M-G-M  and  the  MPPDA,  which  spon- 
sored its  production,  decided  to  make  it 
available  for  national  release  on  a non- 
profit basis.  Picture  was  assembled  by 
Cecil  B.  DeMille  and  a group  of  associates 
from  more  than  2,000,000  feet  of  old  film, 
and  relates  the  history  of  America  through 
excerpts  from  scores  of  outstanding  pic- 
tures. 

A pre-release  engagement  has  been  set 
for  Williamsport,  Pa.,  November  12.  Na- 
tional release  date  has  not  been  set. 


DeMille' s 16mm  Company 
Quarters  on  Roach  Lot 

Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  newly-organized  Hol- 
lywood Quality  Pictures,  Inc.,  has  opened 
production  headquarters  at  the  Hal  Roach 
studios  in  Culver  City.  Herb  Moulton,  in 
charge  of  production,  will  film  16mm 
shorts  for  use  in  the  Hollywood  Talkitone 
dime-in-slot  projectors.  DeMille  is  listed 
as  vice-president,  a position  which  spokes- 
men emphasize  does  not  conflict  with  nor 
affect  his  producer-director  affiliation  at 
Paramount. 


Premiere-Bound — 

Snagged  by  the  cameramaii  just  be- 
fore their  train  pulled  out  for  Regina, 
Canada,  and  the  world  premiere  of  C. 
B.  DeMille’s  new  Paramomit  produc- 
tion, "North  West  Mounted  Police,” 
were,  left  to  right:  Preston  Foster, 
William  Pine,  associate  producer, 
Lynne  Overman,  Madeleine  Carroll 
and  Robert  Preston.  From  Regina  the 
gang  went  to  Chicago  to  attend  the 
American  operiing  October  24. 


The  spotlight,  insofar  as  premiere  jun- 
kets is  concerned,  is  to  be  taken  over  and 
operated  by  20th  Century-Fox  exploiteers 
next  week  when  “The  Mark  of  Zorro,” 
starring  Tyrone  Power  and  Linda  Dar- 
nell, will  be  given  its  first  showing  at  the 
Albee  and  Shubert  theatres  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  Being  stressed  by  studio 
publicists  in  their  advance  campaign  is 
the  fact  that  Cincinnati  is  Power’s  home 
town  and  that  he  once  worked  there  as  an 
usher  at  the  Albee.  On  hand  for  the  No- 
vember 1 affair  will  be  Power,  Miss  Dar- 
nell, Annabella  (Mrs.  Power)  and  a bevy 
of  players  now  being  selected. 

Paramount’s  “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice” got  off  to  an  auspicious  start  when 
the  newest  Cecil  B.  DeMille  opus  was 
world  premiered  in  Regina,  Canada,  Octo- 
ber 21,  and  given  its  American  premiere  in 
Chicago  October  24.  Regina  staged  a 
three-day  civic  celebration,  with  govern- 
ment officials.  Mounted  Police  executives 
and  other  dignitaries  mingling  with  a 
Hollywood  delegation  comprising  Made- 
leine Carroll,  Preston  Foster,  Robert  Pres- 
ton and  Lynne  Overman,  in  addition  to 
DeMille’s  associate,  William  H.  Pine. 
After  broadcasts,  stage  appearances  at 
three  theatres  and  participation  in  bene- 
fits, the  quintet  proceeded  to  Chicago  to 
join  DeMille,  Gary  Cooper  and  Paulette 
Goddard  for  another  round  of  festivities. 

Joining  the  Paramount  delegation  in 
Chicago  for  the  American  premiere  of 
“North  West  Mounted  Police”  was  Y. 
Prank  Freeman,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  studio  operations. 

Republic  made  its  bid  when  “Who  Killed 
Aunt  Maggie?”  was  given  its  world  pre- 
miere in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  24.  Plan- 
ing from  Hollywood  for  the  affair  were 
John  Hubbard,  Mona  Barrie,  Walter  Abel 
and  Lois  Ranson.  They  were  joined  by  a 
delegation  from  New  York  including  Judy 
Canova,  Herbert  Yates  and  James  R. 
Grainger.  Also  attending  were  all  Repub- 
lic franchise  holders  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
salesmen  and  bookers  from  the  11  south- 
ern states.  Bill  Saal,  exploiteer  from  the 
studio,  handled  arrangements. 

Warner  is  mulling  bids  from  four  towns 
— Topeka,  Kas.;  Independence,  Mo.;  Ft. 
Leavenworth,  Kas.,  and  Harper’s  Ferry, 
W.  Va. — for  the  premiere  of  “Santa  Fe 
Trail.”  Being  sought  for  personal  appear- 
ances are  Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  de  Havil- 
land,  Raymond  Massey  and  Ronald  Rea- 
gan, who  are  featured  in  the  picture. 

Universal  will  world- premiere  “Seven 
Sinners,”  starring  Marlene  Dietrich,  at  the 
Orpheum  in  New  Orleans  October  31.  A 
retinue  of  players,  headed  by  Miss  Diet- 
rich,  is  now  being  lined  up  by  the  studio 
to  make  a junket  to  the  southern  city  for 
personal  appearances  in  connection  with 
the  event. 


"Girl  From  Cheyenne" 
Lloyd's  First  for  'U' 

Scheduled  to  go  into  production  in  mid- 
November  as  Prank  Lloyd’s  first  for  Uni- 
versal release  is  “The  Girl  From  Chey- 
enne.” Script  has  been  completed  by  War- 
ren Duff  and  Kathryn  Scola.  Jack  Skirball 
will  serve  as  Lloyd’s  associate.  Second  ve- 
hicle under  the  Universal  deal  will  be 
“The  Flying  Yorkshireman.” 
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As  "Bagdad"  Bowed — 

The  western  premiere  of  “The  Thief 
of  Bagdad”  brought  film  notables  to 
the  Carthay  Circle.  Below,  top  to  bot- 
tom, are  Alexander  Korda  and  his 
wife.  Merle  Oberon.  Darryl  F.  and 
Mrs.  Zanuck,  and  Cecil  B.  DeMille. 


The  Woman  s Angle — 

At  the  Carthay  Circle  premiere  of  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad”  party  the  women- 
folk were  much  in  evidence.  Above,  top  to  bottom,  left  to  right,  are:  Vir- 
ginia Field,  Judith  Anderson  and  Mary  Pickford,  folloived  by  Merle  Oberon, 
Sylvia  Fairbanks  and  Mrs.  Eric  A.  Clough  (wife  of  the  British  consul) . Then 
Mrs.  Wesley  Ruggles  and  Mrs.  Zoltan  Korda.  Finally,  Mrs.  Ruggles,  Mrs. 
Zoltan  Korda,  Mrs.  Basil  Bleck,  and  Sylvia  Fairbanks. 
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||p|v  EFINITELY  perplexing  and  just  a 
11  bit  fantastic  is  the  announcement 
JILA^  from  Universal  that  it  contemplates 
remaking  “The  Phantom  of  the  Opera” 
with  Deanna  Durbin  as  the  star. 

The  silent  version  was  a horror  film  of 
the  first  water  with  Lon  Chaney,  as  the 
Phantom,  in  the  predominant  role.  In  it 
the  feminine  element  was  distinctly  sec- 
ondary. Such  a part  could  be  capably 
enough  handled  by  almost  any  stock 
player  on  the  lot. 

Perhaps,  however,  studio  bigwigs  intend 
that  the  vehicle  shall  be  completely  re- 
written. Otherwise,  if  they  were  in  any 
way  to  detract  from  the  enviable  reputa- 
tion Deanna  has  established  among  her 
legion  of  fans — as  a celluloid  vision  of 
sweet  and  wholesome  girlhood — they  would 
be  displaying  criminally  bad  judgment. 


Robert  Taplinger,  who  spends  his  time 
flitting — literally  and  figuratively — around 
Warner’s  orchid  garden,  contends  that  a 
new  note  in  guest  appearances  was  sound- 
ed when  Dixie,  the  pigeon  who  played 
Lenchen  in  “A  Dispatch  From  Reuter’s,” 
held  the  seat  of  honor  at  the  regular  after- 
noon luncheoji  of  the  Hollywood  Women’s 
Press  Club  at  the  Brown  Derby. 

A bird  at  the  luncheon  is,  as  the  old 
saying  goes,  worth  two  from  the  audience. 


Add  soft  assignments: 

First  Lieutenant  William  P.  Nuckols,  A.  C. 
R.,  public  relations  officer  at  Randolph  Field, 
Texas,  has  been  detailed  on  detached  ser- 
vice to  aid  in  the  production  of  Paramount's 
"I  Wanted  Wings." 

Who  says  army  life  is  tough? 


As  the  result  of  the  collapse  of  two 
members  of  a film  troupe  on  location  high 
up  in  the  Sierras,  Paramount  took  steps 
to  safeguard  the  health  of  studio  employes 


Edward  Finney,  producer  of  Tex  Ritter 
westerns,  will  award  a screen  test  to  the 
girl  winner  of  the  Miss  California  “Cow- 
girl” contest,  at  the  third  annual  Chil- 
dren’s Horse  Show  and  Pet  Parade. 

That’s  one  way  to  discourage  the  end- 
less, useless  and  boring  beauty  and  popu- 
larity contests  which  each  year  send  to 
the  studios  for  alleged  screen  tests  hun- 
dreds of  talentless  and  unattractive  young 
women,  none  of  whom  ever  progresses  far- 
ther than  their  publicity  releases. 


assigned  to  locations  at  lofty  altitudes. 
Every  worker  who  might  conceivably  be 
required  on  location  at  any  time  was  given 
a thorough  physical  examination. 

Which,  of  course,  included  Cecil  B.  De- 
Mille’s  yes-men,  who  do  most  of  their 
work  in  the  “lofty  altitudes”  which  sur- 
round the  theatre  following  a DeMille  pre- 
view. 


Pump  Room  of  the  Chicago  Ambassa- 
dor Hotel  has  a “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  cocktail  which  it  ballyhoos:  “One 
drink  and  you  get  your  man.” 

If  the  picture  which  inspired  the  potent 
alcoholic  concoction — with  benefit  of  press 
agentry — weren’t  so  splendid,  the  slogan 
might  be  paraphrased  to:  “One  look  and 
you  get  a drink.” 


Sig  Neufeld's  Producers  Releasing  Corpora- 
tion purports  to  have  imported  “a  vampire 
bat,  found  only  in  South  America,"  to  share 
with  Bela  Lugosi  the  menace  honors  in  a 
forthcoming  picture,  yclept  “The  Vampire 
Bat." 

When  the  feature  is  completed — a matter 
of  six  days — the  nocturnal  flying  mammal 
can  return  to  its  South  American  haunts,  or 
become  a Hollywood  agent. 


Ballyhoodlums:  Nothing,  apparently,  is 
too  big  or  too  small  to  furnish  grist  for 
the  Cliff  Lewis -Paramount  praise  mill. 
When  “Moon  Over  Burma”  was  previewed 
at  the  Village  Theatre,  and  at  the  exact 
climactic  moment  when  the  log  jam  was 
being  dynamited,  a sharp  earthquake  tre- 
mor added  a touch  of  realism  to  the  scene. 
Of  course,  Lewis  will  have  to  share  credit 
for  that  masterful  stroke  with  Old  Lady 
Nature.  At  the  other  extreme  witness  a 
five-paragraph  item  devoted  to  the  start- 
ling news  that  “Robert  Preston  suffered  an 
irreparable  loss”  when  he  was  deprived 
of  his  opera  hat  while  en  route  to  the  Re- 
gina premiere  of  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  . . . Behemoth  of  Blurb  Birdwell 
recently  elevated  his  exploitation  stunts  to 
the  up-in-the-air  status  which  is  occu- 
pied by  his  organization  most  of  the  time. 
In  connection  with  the  current  run  of 
Alexander  Korda’s  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad” 
at  the  Carthay  Circle  Theatre,  and  to  the 
accompaniment  of  thousands  of  words, 
Birdwell  is  keeping  a breathless  world  in- 
formed of  the  minute-by-minute  physical 
and  mental  state  of  one  Phil  Monte,  who 
he  purports  is  trying  to  crash  the  movies 
(without  inspiration  from  Birdwell)  by 
sitting  a-top  a “magic  carpet”  20  feet  in 
the  air  and  adjoining  the  theatre.  The 
“magic  carpet  sitter,”  who  Birdwell  de- 
clares is  trying  to  streamline  the  bygone 
art  of  flagpole  sitting,  is  said  to  have 
avowed  that  he  will  remain  on  his  perch 
as  long  as  the  picture  is  in  the  house. 


Mounties,  Modern,  Maritime,  Monogram 


A duo  of  outstanding  features  from 
Paramount  saved  the  preview  week  from 
the  limbo  of  mediocrity  and  easily  gar- 
nered for  the  Marathon  Street  celluloid 
factory  win  and  place  positions. 

Producer-Director  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s 
“North  West  Mounted  Police”  unswerving- 
ly maintains  the  high  entertainment 
standards  long  since  established  by  that 
old  master.  It  is  action  melodrama  in  its 
purest  and  highest  estate,  filled  to  the 
bursting  point  with  heroism  and  valor,  ro- 
mance and  thrills,  villainy  and  battle.  With 
sure,  deft  strokes,  his  productional  brush 
dipping  into  the  accentuating  hues  of 
Technicolor,  De  Mille  painted  on  a sweep- 
ing canvas  the  splendid  and  semi-his- 
torical original  screenplay  by  Alan  Le- 
May,  Jesse  H.  Lasky  jr.  and  C.  Gardner 
Sullivan.  The  result  is  vastly  superior  to 
any  previous  motion  picture  based  upon 
the  spirit,  activities  and  adventures  of 
Canada’s  famous  crimson-coated  consta- 
bulary. In  fact  few,  if  any,  of  the  many 
films  which  have  fallen  into  the  super- 
actioner  classification  have  offered  more 
to  the  seekers  of  red-blooded,  full-blown 
screen  fare. 

That  it  will  be  one  of  the  season’s  top 
coin  pictures  seems  a certainty.  De  Mille 
must  share  the  credit  for  his  highly  com- 
mendable accomplishment  with  his  cast, 
virtually  every  member  of  which  is  ideally 
suited  to  his  or  her  part  and  deserving  of 


accolades  for  a flawless  performance.  Gary 
Cooper,  Paulette  Goddard,  Preston  Fos- 
ter, Robert  Preston  and  Lynne  Overman 
are  especially  outstanding.  Meriting  high 
praise  also  for  their  excellent  assistance 
are  William  H.  Pine,  De  Mille’s  associate 
producer,  and  Arthur  Rosson,  who  directed 
the  second  unit. 

So  much  for  the  current  De  Mille 
triumph.  And  while  the  old  master  is 
taking  his  well-earned  bows  in  Hollywood, 
Regina,  Chicago  and  points  east  and  west, 
there  is  a new  contender  demanding  at- 
tention as  Paramount’s  genius,  one  whose 
subtle  directorial  touch  has  been  the  prin- 
cipal sustaining  factor  in  many  of  the 
studio’s  recent  hits.  He  is  Mitchell  Lei- 
sen  whose  “Arise  My  Love”  will  be  no 
slouch  in  embossing  the  black  ink  of  sub- 
stantial profits  on  the  ledgers  of  his  com- 
pany and  those  of  the  theatres  where  it  is 
shown. 

A smooth  and  delightful  blend  of  com- 
edy, adventure,  romance  and  popular 
propaganda  was  adapted  by  Screenwriters 
Charles  Brackett  and  Billy  Wilder  from  a 
timely  original  story  by  Benjamin  Glazer 
and  John  S.  Toldy.  Again,  a perfectly-se- 
lected, albeit  not  as  impressive,  cast  was 
assembled,  with  the  brunt  of  the  acting 
chore  falling  on  the  shoulders  and  being 
magnificently  carried  by  Claudette  Col- 
bert, Ray  Milland  and  Walter  Abel.  But 
to  Leisen  and  his  piloting  must  go  most  of 


the  praise  for  the  finesse  and  pace  which 
assure  the  feature’s  place  among  the  sea- 
son’s definite  hits. 

* * ♦ 

Two  noteworthy  contributions,  each  of 
which  leans  toward  the  topside  of  better 
program  offerings  were  Metro’s  “Hullaba- 
loo” and  Warner’s  “Tugboat  Annie  Sails 
Again.” 

Copious  elements  of  definite  audience 
appeal  characterize  the  former,  a broad 
comedy  with  a radio-station  backgroimd 
which  allows  Frank  Morgan  ample  op- 
portunity to  deliver  a hilarious  piece  of 
mimicry  and  clowning.  Too,  there  are 
outstanding  specialty  singers  — Virginia 
O’Brien  and  Charles  Holland  especially — 
as  well  as  a personable  new  leading  man, 
by  name  Dan  Dailey  jr.,  to  add  to  the  fea- 
ture’s assets.  Producer  Louis  K.  Sidney, 
himself  from  the  radio  world,  demon- 
strated that  he  is  entirely  at  home  in  the 
broadcasting  field  and  Edward  L.  Marin, 
who  directed,  pointed  up  the  comedy 
angles  in  the  script  by  Nat  Perrin,  based 
on  an  idea  by  Bradford  Ropes  and  Val 
Burton. 

Audiences  inevitably  are  going  to  com- 
pare Marjorie  Rambeau’s  “Tugboat  Annie” 
characterization  with  the  work  of  the  late 
beloved  Marie  Dressier,  who  first  brought 
Norman  Reilly  Raine’s  tough  and  salty 
seawoman  to  the  screen.  And  Miss  Ram- 
(Con tinned  on  page  29) 
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Rodgers  Arrives  for 
Product  Conferences 


William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M’s  general 
sales  manager,  has  checked  in  at  the  Cul- 
ver City  studio  from  New  York  to  spend 
a week  in  conference  with  local  produc- 
tion executives  and  to  survey  recently- 
completed  pictures,  as  well  as  the  lineup 
to  go  into  work  through  the  first  of  the 
year.  Louis  B.  Mayer,  J.  J.  Cohn,  E.  J. 
Mannix  and  other  studio  officials  are  par- 
ticipating in  the  huddles  with  Rodgers. 

Expected  in  at  the  end  of  the  month 
are  Murray  Silverstone,  United  Artists 
head,  and  Charles  Schwartz,  counsel  for 
the  corporation.  They  will  probably  re- 
main about  two  weeks  discussing  future 
production  plans  with  various  UA  pro- 
ducers. 

M.  J.  Siegel,  production  chief  at  Repub- 
lic, has  gone  to  New  York  for  three  weeks 
of  conferences  with  Herbert  J.  Yates, 
who  plans  to  remain  until  after  the  first 
of  the  year.  Among  items  to  be  discussed 
is  the  selection  of  a successor  to  Sol  C. 
Siegel,  associate  producer,  who  resigned 
recently  to  move  over  to  Paramount. 

Richard  Condon,  Walt  Disney’s  New 
York  publicity  representative,  has  re- 
turned east  after  a short  stay  here  dur- 
ing which  he  aided  in  mapping  exploita- 
tion plans  for  “Fantasia,”  next  Disney  fea- 
ture-length cartoon  to  go  into  release. 
With  the  picture  scheduled  to  open  in 
New  York,  November  13,  Roy  Disney,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager,  checks  out 
shortly  to  handle  details. 

An  Unofficial  Argument 
Replaces  Slated  Debate 

Insofar  as  a public  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject is  concerned,  presidential  campaign 
issues  are  not  going  to  be  aired  by  the 
film  colony’s  respective  Willkie  and  Roose- 
velt adherents — the  plans  whereby  an 
open  forum  was  to  be  staged  having  been 
called  off. 

But,  as  a result  of  the  debate  being  can- 
celled, Democratic  and  Republican  rooters 
seem  to  be  launching  an  unofficial  argu- 
ment of  their  own  as  to  just  which  side 
should  take  the  rap  for  backing  out  first. 
Spokesmen  for  the  Hollywood  for  Roose- 
velt group  hold  that  the  Republican  We 
the  People  committee  scratched  its  entry 
because  it  could  not  agree  on  arrange- 
ments. 

Latter  group,  however,  explained  at 
length  in  paid  advertisements  in  local 
trade  papers  that  the  burden  of  blame 
should  be  placed  upon  the  Democratic  fac- 
tion for  not  reaching  an  accord  on  where 
and  under  what  conditions  the  debate 
should  be  held. 

Meantime,  with  the  election  only  two 
weeks  away,  the  Hollywood  for  Roosevelt 
contingent  has  arranged  to  send  Claude 
Rains  to  Chicago  next  week  to  speak  at  a 
political  mass  meeting.  Melvyn  Douglas 
leaves  about  the  same  time  to  make  ad- 
dresses in  New  York,  Massachusetts  and 
Illinois  in  behalf  of  the  President. 

Simultaneously  the  We  the  People  com- 
mittee set  forth  claims,  based  upon  a poll 
taken  by  Marvin  and  Starr,  a nonpartisan 
statistical  agency,  that  Willkie’s  popular- 
ity is  growing  among  film  workers  and 
that  67  per  cent  of  Hollywood  film  folk 
are  now  supporting  the  GOP  candidate. 


PRC  on  "Devil  Bat" 

Now  underway  as  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.’s  newest  effort  is  “The  Devil  Bat,” 
with  Guy  Thayer  supervising  and  Jean 
Yarborough  directing.  Bela  Lugosi  tops 
the  cast. 


(r 


SPEARHEADS  : 


(Continued  from  page  28) 
beau  should  suffer  little  from  the  com- 
parison. She  does  a bang-up  job,  aided 
materially  by  superior  scripting,  produc- 
tion, direction  and  supporting  players.  En- 
titled to  considerable  credit  for  their  con- 
tributions to  the  picture  are  Producer  Ed- 
mund Grainger,  Director  Lewis  Seiler  and 
Walter  De  Leon,  who  authored  the  original 
screenplay. 

^ ^ ^ 

For  the  second  consecutive  week.  Mono- 
gram dealt  a short  pair  to  complement  the 
brace  of  aces  from  a major  studio,  the  cur- 
rent offerings  from  the  other  side  of  the 
tracks  being  “The  Ol’  Swimmin’  Hole” 
and  “Arizona  Frontier.” 

First-named  is  a well-blended  concoc- 
tion of  adolescent  romance  and  comedy, 
capably  produced  and  directed  by  Scott  R. 
Dunlap  and  Robert  McGowan  respectively 
and  well  written  by  Dorothy  Reid  from  an 
original  by  Gerald  Breitigam.  It  carries 
enough  genuine  merit  to  deserve  bookings 
on  the  topside  in  all  but  the  more 
sophisticated  first-run  situations. 

Tex  Ritter  roams  the  prairies  once  more 
in  “Arizona  Frontier,”  which  doesn’t  rise 
above  the  average  in  the  western  category. 
Director  A1  Herman  blends  music,  riding 
and  gunfighting  in  staple  quantities.  Ed 
Finney  produced. 


Sound  Recording  Parts 
Standardization  Sought 

To  study  ways  and  means  of  standard- 
izing vacuum  tubes  used  in  sound  record- 
ing, a sub-committee  under  chairmanship 
of  John  K.  Hilliar  of  M-G-M  has  been 
appointed  by  Darryl  Zanuck,  chairman  of 
the  Academy  Research  Council.  Commit- 
tee includes  Lloyd  Goldsmith  and  William 
Thayer. 

Zanuck  has  also  appointed  a sub-com- 
mittee to  study  standardization  of  plugs, 
cables  and  associated  equipment.  C.  W. 
Faulkner  is  chairman;  C.  F.  Pratt  and 
Homer  Tasker  are  also  on  the  committee. 


Charles  Ford  Is  Producers 
Corp.  General  Manager 

With  the  company’s  first  picture,  “King- 
dom Come,”  expected  to  roll  late  in  De- 
cember, Charles  E.  Ford,  formerly  of  Pyra- 
mid Pictures  and  at  one  time  a Republic 
producer,  has  been  signed  by  Producers 
Corp.  of  America  as  general  manager.  His 
first  task  is  to  line  up  a production  staff 
for  the  John  Charles  Thomas  starrer, 
script  of  which  has  been  completed  by 
Jack  Natteford  and  Luci  Ward.  Ford  has 
already  checked  in  at  the  company’s  head- 
quarters on  the  RKO  Pathe  lot  in  Culver 
City. 


Third  for  Mono, 

George  W.  Weeks’  third  for  Monogram 
is  “West  of  Pinto  Basin.”  Ray  Corrigan, 
John  King  and  Max  Terhune  are  co- 
starred.  The  picture  is  now  in  produc- 
tion. 


Reins  to  Reinhardt 

Production  reins  on  “Captain  Horatio 
Hornblower”  at  Warner  have  been  handed 
to  Wolfgang  Reinhardt.  Errol  Flynn  is 
slated  to  star  in  the  C.  S.  Forester  story. 


No  Letup  in  Production: 
27  Set  for  November 


There’s  to  be  no  letup  in  Hollywood’s 
production  pace  during  November — and  the 
pictures  slated  for  camera  work  touch  upon 
every  topic  from  the  staple  western  to  mu- 
sicals, comedies  and  melodramas. 

Of  the  27  films  scheduled  to  go  into 
production,  20th  Century-Fox  accounts  for 
nine,  thereby  establishing  itself  as  the 
busiest  studio.  Paramount,  with  five,  and 
Republic,  with  four,  are  also  bright  spots. 

The  Westwood  plant,  currently  with  only 
one  vehicle  in  action,  will  gun  “Ride  On, 
Vaquero,”  “Uncensored,”  “The  Man  With 
a Shovel,”  “Dead  Men  Tell,”  “Breach  of 
Discipline,”  “Rings  on  Her  Fingers,”  “Tall, 
Dark  and  Handsome,”  “How  Green  Was 
My  Valley”  and  “The  Great  American 
Broadcast.”  Paramount  will  roll  “New 
York  Town,”  “The  Road  to  Zanzibar,” 
“Skylark,”  “Las  Vegas  Nights”  and 
“There’s  Always  Juliet.”  Republic  is 
poised  with  “Wyoming  Wildcat,”  “Robin 
Hood  of  the  Pecos,”  “Gangs  of  Kansas 
City”  and  an  untitled  Gene  Autry  starrer. 

RKO  Radio  and  Warner  account  for 
three  each.  The  former  will  start  “How 
to  Meet  a Man,”  “They  Met  in  Argen- 
tina” and  a Tim  Holt  western.  Warner 
will  go  nautical  with  “The  Sea  Wolf”  and 
“Tugboat  Annie  in  Drydock,”  while  “Fiesta 
in  Manhattan”  is  also  on  schedule. 

Trailing  the  field  with  two  starters  will 
be  Universal,  rolling  “Nice  Girl”  and  “The 
Black  Cat.”  Monogram  accounts  for 
“You’re  Out  of  Luck”  and  Hal  Roach  will 
signal  a start  on  “Topper  Returns”  for 
United  Artists  release. 

During  the  balance  of  the  current  month 
five  films  will  go  into  work.  Warner  starts 
“The  Case  of  the  Black  Parrot,”  “January 
Heights”  and  “Bad  Men  of  Missouri.”  Re- 
public rolls  “Bowery  Boy”  and  “Lone  Star 
Raiders.” 


Visits  to  Chest  Hospitals 
Mapped  Out  at  Meeting 

At  the  second  in  the  series  of  regular 
weekly  meetings,  the  committee  under 
Louis  B.  Mayer  which  is  mobilizing  Hol- 
lywood for  participation  in  the  annual 
Community  Chest  drive,  mapped  final  de- 
tails of  the  plan  whereby  stars,  writers, 
executives  and  technicians  from  the  vari- 
ous studios  will  visit  Chest  hospitals  and 
agencies  on  a general  tour  scheduled  for 
October  28. 

Plan  was  worked  out  after  it  was  de- 
cided that  collection  officials  should  be 
made  acquainted,  first-hand,  with  Chest 
needs  and  procedure.  Harry  Rapf  has  been 
appointed  vice-chairman  of  Mayer’s  com- 
mittee and  has  been  instructed  to  draft 
a new  collection  plan.  Aided  by  Edward 
Blackburn,  Rapf  will  appoint  25  lieuten- 
ants from  among  studio  and  guild  lead- 
ers to  work  within  each  motion  picture 
plant. 

Scores  of  motion  picture  stars,  producers 
and  directors  attended  a banquet  at  the 
Riviera  Country  Club,  sponsored  by  the 
William  Allen  White  Committee  to  De- 
fend America,  at  which  discussion  cen- 
tered around  the  advisability  of  increas- 
ing aid  to  Great  Britain  and  China.  On 
hand  were  Ronald  Colman,  Benita  Hume, 
Joseph  Cawthorne,  Leo  McCarey,  Charles 
Boyer  and  Pat  Paterson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al- 
bert Lewin,  Frank  Vincent,  Dame  May 
Whitty,  Laurence  Olivier  and  Vivien  Leigh, 
Doris  Lloyd,  Anita  Loos,  C.  Aubrey  Smith 
and  others. 
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Hoi  lyw  ood — 

— Pe  rsonnelities 


Briefies 

HOI.I.YAVOOn  Ql  AI.ITY  PICTl  KKS,  INC., 

newly-organized  company  to  make  dime-in-slot 
movies,  leases  production  headquarters  at  the 
Hal  Roach  studios  in  Culver  City. 

Barnstormers 

Columbia 

BILL  ELPIOTT,  cowboy  star,  begins  a week's 
p.  a.  tour  in  Dallas  in  conjunction  with  bookings 
of  his  latest  film.  "Prairie  Schooners.” 

Freelance 

J.  CAKIiOI.  NAISH  opened  a week's  p.  a.  en- 
gagement October  18  at  the  State  Lake  Theatre 
in  Chicago. 

Metro 

JEANETTE  MacOONAEI)  to  leave  early  in  No- 
vember on  another  national  concert  tour.  She 
will  return  here  for  Christmas,  continuing  the 
tour  early  in  January. 

RKO  Radio 

ANN  MIEEEU  makes  personal  appearance  in 
connection  with  the  opening  of  “Too  Many  Girls” 
at  the  Sunshine  Theatre  in  Albuquerque,  N.  M. 

Blurbers 

RKO  Radio 

PHII.,  GEKSDOKF  joins  staff  as  a feature 
planter. 

TOM  PETTEY  added  to  Perry  Lieber’s  staff, 
placed  in  charge  of  national  magazine  planting. 

Cleffers 

Columbia 

CHET  FOKREST  and  KOI5  WKIOH'r  doing 
music  for  "Blondie  Goes  Latin.” 

PAVE  METZ  supervising  musical  sequences  in 
"Penny  Serenade.” 

Metro 

liRONISLAU  KAPEK  to  handle  musical  di- 
rection and  scoring  on  the  untitled  Spencer  Tracy 
starrer  based  on  the  life  of  Dr.  Ephraim  Mc- 
Dowell. 

NAT  FINSTON  completes  scoring  of  "The  Stars 
Look  Down.”  made  in  England  by  I.  Goldsmith 
and  purchased  by  Metro  for  release  in  the 
United  States. 

Monogram 

GKEGOKY  STONE  set  as  musical  director  on 
the  I.  E.  Chadwick  production,  "Her  Father’s 
Daughter.” 

EDM’AKI)  KAY  composes  two  original  songs 
for  "You’re  Out  of  Luck."  forthcoming  Frankie 
Darro  starrer  which  Lindsley  Parsons  will  pro- 
duce. 

CAE  SHKITM  and  his  RHYTHM  RANGERS 
booked  to  appear  in  "Under  Texas  Stars,”  Tex 
Ritter  western  which  Edward  Finney  is  pro- 
ducing. 

Paramount 

PHII.  BOl'TEL.IE  completes  pre-scoring  of  a 
comedy  song  for  "You're  the  One.” 

20th  Centur-y-Fox 

AEFREI)  NEAVMAN  scoring  "Chad  Hanna.” 

Loanouts 

Boris  Morros 

BRI.VN  DONEEVY  borrowed  from  Paramount 
for  a co-starring  role  in  "The  American  'Vaga- 
bond,” in  which  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  portrays 
O.  Henry.  H.  C.  Potter  will  direct. 

RKO  Radio 

SFS.AN  FOX,  featured  player,  granted  three- 
month  leave  of  absence  to  take  the  feminine 
lead  in  "Every  Man  for  Himself,”  stage  play 
starring  Lee  Tracy.  Production  opens  next  month 
in  San  Francisco  and  proceeds  to  New  York  in 
December. 

Republic 

DORIS  DAVENPORT  borrowed  from  Samuel 
Goldwyn  for  the  feminine  lead  opposite  Lloyd 
Nolan  in  "A  Flagpole  Needs  a Flag.” 

Warner  Bros. 

HENRY  HATHAAVAY  borrowed  from  Paramount 
to  direct  "Sergeant  York.”  the  Jesse  L.  Lasky 
production  starring  Gary  Cooper. 


RITA  HAYWORTH  borrowed  from  Columbia 
to  co-star  with  James  Cagney  in  "Strawberry 
Blonde.” 


Meggers 

Sam  Katzman 

JOSEPH  EEAVIS  to  an  untitled  "East  Side 
Kids”  feature  for  Monogram  release. 

Metro 

MERVYN  EE  ROY  to  "Dr.  Ephriam  McDowell,” 
next  Spencer  Tracy  starrer,  which  Gottfried  Rein- 
hardt will  produce.  It  is  a biography  of  a yjio- 
neer  American  surgeon. 

20th  Century-Fox 

EITJENE  FORDE  to  "Sleepers  East,”  a Sol 
Wurtzel  production  scrii)ted  bv  Lou  Breslow. 

IRVING  CFALMINGS  to  "The  Road  to  Rio,”  to 
be  filmed  in  Technicolor  with  Alice  Faye,  Don 
Ameche  and  Carmen  Miranda  in  the  toplines. 
Fred  Kohlmar  will  produce  from  a script  by 
George  Seaton  and  Samuel  Hoffenstein.  with 
Hermes  Pan  directing  the  dance  sequences  and 
Mack  Gordon  and  Harry  AVarren  supplying  the 
son  gs, 

HERBERT  I.  EEEDS  to  "Ride  On,  Vaquero,” 
next  in  the  "Cisco  Kid”  series. 

HENRY  KING  to  "Down  to  the  Sea  in  Ships,” 
forthcoming  Tyrone  Power  starrer. 

IRVING  CUMMINGS  to  "Rings  On  Her  Fin- 
gers,” musical  to  co-star  Don  Ameche  and  Car- 
men Miranda. 

Universal 

HENRY  KOSTER  to  "Phantom  of  the  Opera,” 
re-make  of  the  Lon  Chaney  thriller,  which  Joe 
Pasternak  will  produce.  Deanna  Durbin  will  star 
and  Broderick  Crawford  will  portray  the  Phan- 
tom. 

Warner  Bros. 

KFRT  BERNHARDT  to  "Adopted  Daughter.” 
which  Wolfgang  Reinhardt  will  produce.  Earl 
Baldwin  wrote  the  original  screenplay. 

NOEL  SMITH  to  "The  Case  of  the  Black  Cat.” 

BEN  STOEOFF  to  "Stuff  of  Heroes,”  co-starr- 
ing Eddie  Albert  and  Priscilla  Lane. 

VINCENT  SHF^RMAN  to  "Fiesta  in  Manhattan.” 


Options 

Sam  Katzman 

BOBBY  .IORDAN  and  EEO  GORCEY  signed  to 
co-star  in  four  more  "East  Side  Kids”  features 
for  Monogram  release. 

Loe'w-Lewin 

.JANET  WALDO  and  EDWARD  FIELDING 

signed  for  featured  roles  in  "Flotsam,”  which 
United  Artists  will  release. 

Metro 

CONNIE  GILCHRIST,  stage  actress,  given  term 
contract. 

DORE  SCHARY  given  new  writing  ticket. 

HENRY  O’NEIEE  given  term  contract  as  char- 
acter player. 

Monogram 

EDITH  EEEEOAVS  signed  for  title  role  in  "Her 
Father’s  Daughter.”  which  T.  E.  Chadwick  will 
produce.  It  will  be  her  first  singing  assignment. 

KENNETH  HOAA’EEE  given  term  contract  to 
appear  as  a member  of  Sam  Katzman’s  "East 
Side  Kids”  troupe. 

Paramount 

WALTER  CATLETT  set  for  a top  featured 
Spot  in  "You’re  the  One.” 

REGIS  TOOMEY  hooked  for  a featured  role 
in  "Reaching  for  the  Sun.” 

Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

BEEA  EtJGOSI  draws  "heavy”  role  in  "The 
Devil  Bat.”  Gus  Thayer  is  producing  and  Jean 
Yarborough  is  the  director. 

RKO  Radio 

.TAMES  ELLISON  signed  for  a leading  role 
in  “They  Met  in  Argentina.”  Lou  Brock  ■null 
produce. 

EDNA  MAY  OLIVER  ticketed  tor  a comedy 
topline  in  “Blood  Will  Tell.”  to  be  produced  and 
directed  hy  David  Butler. 

H.ARRY  SHANNON  signed  for  a leading  role 
In  "The  Saint  in  Palm  Springs.” 

Republic 

MARY  LEE,  juvenile  Singer,  held  for  an- 
other term. 


ROY  ROGERS,  cowboy  star,  given  new  con- 
tract. 

I.EOYD  NOLAN  signed  for  the  male  lead  in 
"The  Flagpole  Needs  a Flag.”  Joseph  Santley 
directs  for  Producer  Robert  North. 

Harry  Sherman 

SARAH  PADDEN  given  character  assignment 
in  "In  Old  Colorado.”  a Hopalong  Cassidy  west- 
ern for  Paramount. 

20th  Century-Fox 

KENNETH  ALEXANDER,  stage  player,  given 
term  contract. 

JACK  OAKIE  signs  three-picture  contract. 

Universal 

M.ARILY'N  MERRICK  given  term  acting  con- 
tract. 

BUD  ABBOTT  and  EOU  COSTEEEO,  radio  and 
stage  comedians,  held  for  a second  picture  fol- 
lowing completion  of  their  roles  in  "Caribbean 
Holiday.” 

BERNARD  B.  BROWN,  head  of  sound  depart- 
ment, held  for  another  year. 

Warner  Bros. 

DAVID  BRUCE,  stock  player,  held  for  an- 
other term. 

EEEIOTT  SULUVAN  signed  for  a role  in 
"Trial  and  Error." 

RALPH  BEEI.AMY  booked  for  the  second  male 
lead  in  "Footsteps  in  the  Dark,”  Errol  Flynn 
starrer. 

JACK  CAR.SON  ticketed  for  second  male  lead 
in  "Strawberry  Blonde,”  the  James  Cagney 
starrer. 

LESTER  COLE,  writer,  given  contract  exten- 
sion. 

Percenteers 

MILTON  BEECHER  joins  Sam  Jaffe  agency 
as  head  of  story  department.  He  resigned  post 
as  assistant  to  Kenneth  MacKenna,  M-G-M  stu- 
dio story  chief,  to  accept  the  new  position. 

RICHARD  HALLIDAY  joins  the  Frank  \V.  Vin- 
cent agency  as  story  editor.  Halliday  recently 
resigned  as  studio  story  editor  at  Paramount. 

NED  BROWN  resigns  as  head  of  literary  de- 
partment for  the  F.  W.  Vincent  agency  to  launch 
his  own  agency  business. 

Scripters 

Columbia 

CI.AFDE  BINYON  to  “The  Doctor's  Husband,” 
a story  by  Dalton  Trumbo  which  Wesley  Rug- 
gles  will  produce  and  direct. 

D.AVID  SILVERSTEIN  completes  "Tomorrow’s 
Citizens”  for  Producer  Wallace  MacDonald. 

PAUL  .lARRICO  to  "The  Face  Behind  the 
Mask,”  Peter  Lorre  starrer,  with  Wallace  Mac- 
Donald producing. 

HOI'STON  BR.VNUH  to  "The  Eleventh  Com- 
mandment.” Wallace  MacDonald  will  produce. 

JACK  ROBER'l’S  and  GEORGE  BRICKER 
teamed  on  "Man’s  World.”  Sam  Bischoff  pro- 
duces. 

Globe 

FREDERICK  HAZEITT  BRENNAN  polishing 
"Pot  O’  Gold.”  It  rolls  November  25  with  George 
Marshall  directing. 

Metro 

AVIELIS  GOLDBECK  to  an  untitled  ”Dr.  Kil- 
dare”  feature. 

RKO  Radio 

iTERRY  CADY  to  "Montana.”  from  his  own 
original.  Cliff  Reid  will  produce. 

20th  Century-Fox 

LESTER  ZIFFREN  to  "Hunted  Woman.”  from 
a story  by  James  Oliver  Curwood,  which  Sol 
Wurtzel  will  produce. 

SAM  HELLIVLVN  to  "The  Black  Swan.”  Ty- 
rone Power  will  star. 

LAAVRENCE  KIMBLE  to  an  untitled  "Cisco 
Kid”  vehicle  for  Producers  Walter  Morosco  and 
Ralph  Dietrich. 

JAMES  M.  CAIN  to  "Lucky  Baldwin.” 

VINCENT  LAAVRENCE  to  "I  Knew  Her  When” 
for  Producer  Milton  Sperling. 

RICHARD  ENGIJSH  to  an  untitled  musical 
for  Producer  Harry  Joe  Brown. 

ETHEL  HILL  to  "Coast  to  Coast,”  musical  to 
star  Jane  Withers,  with  Milton  Sperling  as  as- 
sociate producer. 

RALPH  SPENCE  teamed  with  PHILIP  Mac- 
DONALD  on  "Whispering  Wires.”  Milton  Sper- 
ling will  produce. 

JACK  YELLKN  to  "Stand  Up  and  Cheer,”  story 
with  a radio  background,  which  Milton  Sperling 
will  produce. 

Universal 

RICHARD  CONNELL  polishing  "Nice  Girl,” 
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next  Deanna  Durbin  vehicle,  which  William  Sei- 
ter  is  to  direct. 

STANLEY  RUBIN  to  “Mr.  Dynamite"  for  Pro- 
ducer Marshall  Grant. 

GEORGE  WAGGNER  to  “The  Human  Robot." 

Warner  Bros. 

LESTER  COLE  completes  “Fiesta  in  Manhat- 
tan," from  Charles  Kaufman’s  novel,  and  checks 
out  for  two-week  vacation  in  New  York. 

ULRICH  STEINDORFF  to  “At  Night  They 
Part." 

ALLEN  RIVKIN  to  “Bad  Men  of  Missouri.” 
ROBERT  ROSSEN  to  “The  Sea  Wolf,"  in  which 
Edward  G.  Robinson,  George  Raft  and  Ida  Lu- 
pino  will  feature. 

ABEM  FINKEL  to  “One  Foot  in  Heaven — The 
Life  of  a Practical  Parson."  It  is  a biography 
by  Hartzell  Spence. 

HEINZ  GRAYSON  to  “Thirty  Days  Hath  Sep- 
tember." Edmund  Grainger  will  produce. 

Story  Buys 

Columbia 

“Red,  White  and  Blue,"  a military  story  by 
Robert  James  Cosgriff.  Irving  Briskin  will  pro- 
duce. 

Warner  Bros. 

“The  Gentle  People,"  stage  play  by  Irvin  Shaw. 
Jerry  Wald  and  Richard  Macaulay  will  script 
and  Ann  Sheridan,  John  Garfield,  Thomas  Mitch- 
ell and  Albert  Basserman  are  cast. 

Technically 

Columbia 

WILLIAM  CASTLE  directing  dialogue  on  “Pen- 
ny Serenade." 

Ernst  Lubitsch 

HORACE  HOUGH  named  assistant  director  on 
“That  Uncertain  Feeling,”  to  be  made  for  United 
Artists  release. 

Metro 

GEORGE  FOLSEY’'  photographing  “Come  Live 
With  Me." 

CHARLES  HUNT  named  unit  manager  on  “Men 
of  Boys  Town,"  which  John  W.  Considine  jr.  will 
produce. 

PHIL  ANDERSON  to  edit  “Sea  for  Yourself,”  a 
Pete  Smith  Specialty. 

l^LMO  VERON  to  edit  “Keeping  Company," 
which  S.  Sylvan  Simon  is  directing. 

GEORGE  GIBSON,  scenic  artist,  given  new 
long-term  contract. 

ROBERT  J.  KERN  named  film  editor  on 
“Flight  Command." 

ELMO  VERON  to  edit  “Come  Live  With  Me." 

ARTHUR  ROSE  named  unit  manager  on  “Night 
in  Bombay." 

RAY  JUNE  completes  camera  work  on  inserts 
for  “Little  Nellie  Kelly."  He  has  headed  north 
on  a three-week  vacation. 

Walter  LUNDEEN  shooting  exterior  scenes 
location  at  Sherwood  Forest  for  “Comrade 

RUSS  HAVERICK  set  as  production  assistant 
on  “Flight  Command." 

JOE  RUTTENBERG  photographing  “Come  Live 
With  Me." 

GEORGE  EMERSON,  head  of  the  studio  zoo, 
assembling  lions,  chimpanzees  and  other  animals 
for  a new  “Tarzan"  film  which  B.  P.  Fineman 
will  produce. 

DAN  CATHCART  named  unit  art  director  on 
“Ziegfeld  Girl." 

Monogram 

JOHN  MESCALL  leasing  “Her  Father’s  Daugh- 
ter," for  Producer  I.  E.  Chadwick. 

CHARLES  CLAGUE  set  as  technical  director 
on  “You’re  Out  of  Luck,"  forthcoming  Frankie 
Darro  starrer,  which  Lindsley  Parsons  will  pro- 
duce. 

Paramount 

VICTOR  MIUNKK  photographing  "Lady  Eve.” 
C.  KOV  HUNTER,  head  of  photographic  de- 
partment, checks  in  from  trip  to  Fresno  to  sur- 
vey location  details  for  “I  Wanted  Wings.” 
STUART  GILMORE  to  edit  “Lady  Eve.” 
WILLIAM  P.  NUCKOLS,  first  lieutenant  in  the 
air  corps  reserve,  detailed  on  detached  service 
from  Randoiph  Field,  Tex,,  to  aid  in  produc- 
tion of  “I  Wanted  Wings,” 

ROBERT  ROGER.S,  electrician,  is  notified  that 
portraits,  landscapes  and  still-life  pictures  turn- 
ed out  whiie  he  was  on  location  with  “I  Wanted 


Producer  John  W.  Considine  jr.  of 
M-G-M  is  spending  a week  in  New  York 
catching  the  new  shows.  He  plans  to  stop 
in  Omaha  en  route  home  for  conferences 
with  Father  Flanagan  on  the  filming  of 
a sequel  to  “Boys  Town.” 

* 

Vacationing  for  two  weeks  in  northern 
California  and  Oregon  is  Robert  Fellows, 
Warner  supervisor  . . . Robert  Sisk,  RKO 
Radio  producer,  planed  to  New  York  on 
a business-pleasure  jaunt. 

* 

Thomas  P.  Loach,  Monogram  vice-presi- 
dent, arrived  from  New  York  with  his  fam- 
ily to  establish  headquarters  here,  com- 
pleting the  transfer  of  the  company’s 
executives  from  the  east  to  Hollywood. 

* 

Luncheon  guest  at  Warner  was  the  Very 
Reverend  Father  Hugh  O’Donnell.  C.S.C., 
president  of  the  University  of  Notre  Dame. 
He  was  presented  by  Hal  Wallis  with  a 
gold-bound  volume  containing  the  papers 
and  research  collected  for  “Knute  Rockne 
—All  American,”  and  a specially -bound 
copy  of  the  script. 

•k 

LeRoy  Prinz,  Paramount  dance  director, 
has  been  named  vice-president  of  the  ex- 
port committee  of  the  Aeronautical  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce. 

* 

Officers  and  board  of  governors  of  the 
Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  were 
entertained  at  an  informal  dinner  October 
22  by  members  of  the  Research  Council  of 
the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences.  Dinner  continues  a custom  es- 
tablished during  the  first  SMPE  Holly- 
wood convention  in  1935.  Presiding  jointly 
were  Darryl  Zanuck,  Research  Council 
chairman,  and  E.  A.  Williford,  SMPE 
president  . . . Adrian,  M-G-M  fashion  de- 
signer, was  guest  speaker  at  the  Women’s 
Press  Club  meeting  October  23.  His  topic 
was  “American  Fashions  for  American 
Women.” 


Wings"  at  Randolph  Field,  Tex.,  are  being  ex- 
hibited at  the  Smithsonian  Institute. 

ARCHIE  MARSHEK  to  edit  “You’re  the  One.” 

Republic 

JOSEPHINE  E.ARL  staging  dance  routines  for 
"Barnyard  Follies.” 

RKO  Radio 

.TAMES  V.  KERN  to  “In  the  Army  Now,”  be- 
ing prepared  by  Producer-nirector  David  Butler 
as  a possible  Kay  Kyser  starrer, 

GEORGE  HIVELY  to  edit  “The  Saint  in  Palm 
Springs.” 

MERRITT  GERSTAD  to  photograph  “Three 
Girls  and  a Gob.” 

20th  Century-Fox 

JAMBS  BESAVI  joins  staff  as  an  art  director. 

NICK  CASTLE  and  GENEVA  SAAVYER  to  di- 
rect dance  routines  for  “Tall,  Dark  and  Hand- 
some." 

HEIUVIES  PAN  to  direct  dance  sequences  in 
“Rings  on  Her  Fingers." 

Warner  Bros. 

JAMES  AA’ONG  HOAA’E  to  photograph  “Straw- 
berry Blonde." 

OAVEN  MARKS  to  edit  “Footsteps  in  the  Dark." 

ERIC  STACEY  named  unit  production  mana- 
ger on  Jesse  L.  Lasky’s  “Sergeant  York." 

DANNY  MANDEL  working  with  Frank  Capra 
on  editing  chore  for  “Meet  John  Doe." 


With  M-G-M  and  the  Screen  Directors 
Guild  as  co-hosts,  a farewell  dinner  will 
be  given  October  27  for  Major  W.  S.  Van 
Dyke  and  officers  of  the  22nd  battalion, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps  reserve,  who  report  for 
duty  November  1 at  San  Diego.  Arrange- 
ments are  being  handled  by  Louis  B. 
Mayer,  Frank  Capra,  E.  J.  Mannix,  Nor- 
man Taurog,  King  Vidor  and  Howard 
Strickling. 

k 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eric  Hatch  trained  in  from 
the  east  for  a month’s  stay.  Novelist  and 
his  wife  will  be  house  guests  of  Humphrey 
Bogart  and  his  wife,  Mayo  Methot  . . . 
Robert  Montgomery  back  in  town  after 
attending  a national  Newspaper  Forum  in 
New  York. 

k 

Robert  Riskin,  writer  and  Frank  Capra’s 
production  associate,  is  vacationing  for  two 
weeks  in  New  York,  catching  the  new 
plays  . . . Paul  Weil,  assistant  to  James 
FitzPatrick,  M-G-M  shorts  producer,  is 
back  in  town  after  a three-week  business- 
pleasure  trip  east. 

k 

Merian  C.  Cooper,  Argosy  Corp.  execu- 
tive, has  returned  to  the  film  colony  after 
spending  a month  in  New  York  and  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  . . . To  assume  Technicolor 
supervision  on  several  forthcoming  fea- 
tures, Natalie  M.  Kalmus,  Technicolor  ex- 
ecutive, is  in  for  a stay  of  about  three 
months.  She  had  been  holidaying  on  her 
farm  in  Cape  Cod,  Mass. 

k 

Donald  Gledhill,  secretary  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences, 
has  returned  from  New  York  where  he 
conferred  briefly  with  Walter  Wanger, 
Academy  president,  on  organizational  pol- 
icies for  the  coming  year. 

* 

Louis  B.  Mayer  spent  a day  in  San 
Francisco  on  personal  business  . . . Louis 
K.  Sidney,  M-G-M  producer,  planed  to 
New  York  to  set  radio  deals  for  players 
in  “Ballyhoo,”  plugging  the  picture. 


Rosemary  Lane  Checks 
Oil  of  Warner  Lot 

Rosemary  Lane  has  checked  off  the 
Warner  talent  roster  after  more  than 
two  years  at  the  studio.  Her  last  assign- 
ment was  in  “Always  a Bride.” 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  granted 
Robert  Sterling,  featured  player,  a release 
from  his  contract.  His  option  had  been 
picked  up  only  a short  time  ago.  Sterling, 
who  announced  no  future  plans,  last  ap- 
peared for  the  studio  in  “Jenny.” 


PRC  Assigns  Neufeld 

Reversing  his  original  plan  to  assign  an- 
other producer  the  task,  Harry  Rathner, 
president  of  Producers  Releasing  Corp., 
announces  Sig  Neufeld  will  produce  the  six 
“Lone  Rider”  musical  westerns  starring 
George  Houston. 


HUGH  MoMULLEN  named  dialogue  director  on 
“Footsteps  in  the  Dark." 

AVILLIAM  KEIGHLEY  and  JOE  BARRY  check 
locations  for  “Sergeant  York,"  which  Keighley 
is  to  direct. 

JOE  BARRY  heads  for  Sonora  to  scout  loca- 
tions for  “Sergeant  York." 
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Big  Tacoma  Premiere 
For  "Tugboat  Annie" 


Tacoma — Citizens  of  this  city  were  treat- 
ed to  their  first  bigtime  Hollywood  world 
premiere  Friday  when  the  Warner  fea- 
ture, “Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again,”  opened 
in  three  theatre  here — the  Music  Box, 
Roxy  and  Blue  Mouse.  Over  100,000  vis- 
itors swelled  the  town’s  normal  popula- 
tion to  over  200,000. 

Mayor  Harry  P.  Cain  proclaimed  the 
day  “Tugboat  Annie  Day.”  Marjorie  Ram- 
beau  and  Alan  Hale,  who  portray  the 
leading  roles  in  the  film,  headed  a group 
of  Hollywood  stars  including  Donald  Crisp 
and  Ronald  Reagan  who  made  personal 
appearances  at  the  three  Hamrick  houses. 

Met  in  Sleilacoom 

The  stars  arrived  in  Steilacoom,  Wash., 
ten  miles  out  of  Tacoma,  early  in  the 
afternoon.  There  they  boarded  a yacht 
and  proceeded  to  the  Tacoma  Yacht  Club 
basin  where  the  party  took  part  in  the 
Hedda  Hopper  regular  coast-to-coast 
broadcast  over  97  CBS  stations. 

After  the  broadcast,  the  guests  board- 
ed the  official  tug,  Thea  Foss,  which 
brought  them  to  the  port  of  Tacoma, 
where  they  were  joined  by  a flotilla  of 
boats  which  escorted  the  Thea  Foss  into 
the  harbor.  Twenty-five  planes  overhead 
added  to  the  scope  of  the  welcome. 

Several  thousand  people  jammed  the 
Tacoma  dock  where  the  Hollywood  dele- 
gation was  officially  greeted  by  Mayor 
Cain.  The  welcoming  committee  and  the 
stars  then  boarded  a coast  guard  cutter 
to  review  a one-hour  water  carnival. 

The  stars  and  guests  proceeded  to  the 
center  of  the  city  where  they  dedicated 
a placque  in  memory  of  Tugboat  Annie. 
Marjorie  Rambeau  cemented  the  placque 
in  place. 

Guests  of  Foss 

In  the  evening  the  stars  were  guests  at 
a cocktail  party  given  by  Henry  Foss,  son 
of  Thea  Foss,  a pioneer  of  the  Tacoma 
waterfront  and  inspiration  of  the  fictional 
character.  High  officials  of  Fort  Lewis, 
McCord  Field  and  other  visiting  digni- 
taries attended  the  party. 

The  stars  made  personal  appearances  at 
the  three  Tacoma  theatres  where  the  world 
premiere  was  held.  Tickets  for  the  open- 
ing night  were  sold  out  several  weeks  in 
advance.  Crowds  in  the  street  were  so 
dense  that  special  police  had  to  be  called 
out  to  make  paths  for  the  stars  to  get 
to  the  theatres. 

A “Tugboat  Annie  Banquet”  where  50 
tugboat  skippers  and  crews  were  joined 
by  prominent  Tacomans,  honored  the  stars 
after  the  opening.  A special  showing  of 
the  feature  was  held  for  guests  of  the 
banquet. 

On  Saturday,  a special  show  was  held 
at  the  Roxy  for  1,700  underprivileged  chil- 
dren. Stars  appeared  at  this  show,  fol- 
lowing which  they  left  for  Los  Angeles. 


Record  at  Omak.  Wash. 

Omak,  Wash. — “Dreaming  Out  Loud” 
broke  all  boxofflce  records  for  a Satur- 
day here  at  the  Gem  Theatre  which 
opened  two  years  ago.  The  intake  for  the 
engagement  doubled  that  of  any  previous 
picture  to  play  the  house  this  year. 


More  Theatremen  Improve 
Equipment  Says  Morgan 


Denver — Theatremen  in  increasing  num- 
bers are  improving  their  equipment  this 
fall,  states  J.  J.  (Jap)  Morgan,  manager 
of  the  local  branch  of  National  Theatre 
Supply.  Recent  sales  include:  J.  B.  Mel- 
ton, New  Victory,  Denver,  lenses,  screen 
and  fluorescent  carpet;  D.  B.  Cockrill, 
Denham,  Denver,  lenses;  J.  W.  Corder, 
Cody,  Cody,  Wyo.,  lenses,  projectors,  lamps 
and  a transverter;  Carl  Veseth,  Palace, 
Malta,  Mont.,  lenses;  O.  S.  Cleveland,  Cas- 
tle, Newcastle,  Wyo.;  lenses,  projectors, 
lamps  and  rectifiers;  Fred  Curtis,  'Teepee, 
Thermopolis,  Wyo.,  screen;  J.  C.  Parker, 
Wyoming,  Lusk,  Wyo.,  carpet;  C.  E.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Ritz,  Las  Animas,  Colo.,  505 
chairs;  and  Fox  Intermountain  Theatres 
for  the  following:  Denver,  lenses,  screen, 
projectors  and  lamps;  Paramount,  Den- 
ver, lenses,  projectors  and  lamps;  Aladdin, 
Denver,  lenses  and  projectors;  Mayan, 
Denver,  lenses,  projectors  and  lamps. 


Modernizing  of  Old  Roxy 
Progresses  on  Schedule 

Salt  Lake  City — Modernizing  of  the  old 
Roxy  here  is  progressing  on  schedule  with 
an  opening  date  to  be  announced  shortly 
by  Andy  Floor,  who  will  manage  the  house. 
He  promises  something  “exceptional”  in 
the  way  of  an  opening  attraction. 

The  stage  is  being  completely  rebuilt 
and  the  auditorium  has  been  replastered 
and  newly  decorated.  A number  of  mod- 
ern conveniences  are  also  being  added  for 
the  comfort  of  patrons. 

Exclusive  of  stage  talent,  the  theatre 
staff  will  consist  of  more  than  35  people. 


Newman  in  Salt  Lake  in 
Behalf  of  "Arizona" 

Salt  Lake  City — In  Salt  Lake  last  week 
on  the  first  lap  of  a nation-wide  tour  he 
is  making  for  “Arizona,”  was  Mike  New- 
man, Columbia  exploiteer,  who  flew  in 
from  Hollywood. 

He  was  greeted  by  Bill  Seib.  Columbia 
exchange  manager;  Ray  Hendry,  assist- 
ant general  manager  of  the  Intermoun- 
tain circuit,  and  William  Borack,  booker- 
buyer  for  the  theatre  group. 

“Arizona,”  filmed  in  Tucson  will  also  be 
premiered  there,  with  the  event  to  take 
place  during  a week  of  festivities  cli- 
maxing on  November  17. 


Skouras  on  Inspection 
Tour  of  the  Circuit 

Los  Angeles — Charles  P.  Skouras, 
president  of  Fox  West  Coast,  has  planed 
for  Seattle  to  begin  his  annual  inspection 
tour  of  the  circuit’s  properties  in  the  north- 
west territory.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Mike  Rosenberg,  president  of  Principal 
Theatres,  FWC  subsidiary,  and  returns  here 
in  about  two  weeks. 


"Queen  of  Destiny"  Held 

San  Francisco — “Queen  of  Destiny” 
which  stars  Anna  Neagle.  began  its  fourth 
week  here  at  the  International  Theatre 
on  October  21.  This  is  the  longest  run 
for  the  house  in  six  months. 


Ferenz  Lease  Suit  to 
Wait  for  Trial  Date 

Los  Angeles — Because  of  a crowded  cal- 
endar, trial  date  probably  will  not  be  set 
for  several  days  on  the  suit  brought  in 
superior  court  by  F.  K.  Ferenz  against  Dr. 
Peter  Ricardi,  lessor  of  the  Mason  Opera 
House,  in  which  Ferenz  charges  he  was 
forcibly  and  unlawfully  ousted  and  that  his 
sub-lease  on  the  house  was  illegally 
broken. 

Ricardi  had  the  theatre  padlocked  Octo- 
ber 12,  interrupting  a scheduled  showing 
of  German-language  features  booked  by 
Ferenz,  giving  as  his  reason  for  the  action 
the  contention  that  the  films  were  Nazi 
propaganda  and  consequently  were  being 
shown  in  violation  of  the  “reputation” 
clause  in  the  sub-lease  held  by  Ferenz. 

Lease  was  signed  last  June  and,  since 
that  time,  Ferenz  has  been  exhibiting 
German  features  and  newsreels,  with  Eng- 
lish titles,  on  Saturdays,  Sundays  and 
Mondays.  Film  being  shown  when  Ricardi 
closed  the  house  was  “The  Ideal  Husband,” 
which  Ferenz  asserts  is  a comedy  and 
which  he  declares  won  the  Gold  Medal 
in  both  the  Paris  and  Venice  International 
Film  Exhibitions  of  1938. 

Cites  Press  Attitude 

As  to  Ricardi’s  contention  that  the  films 
are  Nazi  propaganda,  Ferenz  declared; 

“Since  I have  been  booking  these  pic- 
tures I have  never  had  an  adverse  criti- 
cism from  any  newspaper  or  motion  pic- 
ture trade  paper.  Dr.  Ricardi  had  no  right 
to  end  my  lease.  Only  a court  can  take 
that  action.” 

Ferenz  explained  the  films  are  shipped 
direct  to  him  from  various  American  dis- 
tributors headquartering  in  New  York.  He 
declared  they  comprise  musicals,  comedies 
and  dramatic  features  and  that  the  news- 
reel, also  photographed  in  Germany,  do 
not  limit  themselves  exclusively  to  Ger- 
man topics  but  include  events  of  “world- 
wide interest.” 

Ernest  Morgan,  attorney  for  Ricardi, 
contends  that  Ferenz’s  action  in  placard- 
ing the  theatre  front  with  banners  ad- 
vertising “latest  newsreel  films  from  Ger- 
many” constitutes  violation  of  the  terms 
of  the  lease.  Beyond  that,  however,  Mor- 
gan refused  to  comment  “on  the  merits  of 
the  case”  before  it  goes  to  trial. 

Ferenz  has  been  exhibiting  foreign  films 
in  this  territory  for  the  past  five  years. 
Previous  to  taking  over  the  Mason  Opera 
House  he  operated  the  Criterion  Theatre 
for  six  months. 


Popcorn  Machine  Exhibit 
In  L.  A.  October  28-29 

Los  Angeles — A two-day  exhibit  of  the 
new  Manley  “lifetime  model”  popcorn  ma- 
chine has  been  set  for  October  28-29  at 
the  Elks  Club.  L.  C.  Denehie,  Manley  fac- 
tory representative,  is  extending  an  invi- 
tation to  all  exhibitors  in  the  territory  to 
see  and  inspect  the  new  equipment. 

Manley,  Inc.,  is  successor  to  the  Burch 
Manufacturing  Co. 


Valuskis  Chanqes  Hands 

WiLLOWBROOK,  Cal. — The  Valuskis  here 
has  been  purchased  from  V.  B.  Spinks  and 
George  Eisner  by  Theatre  Amusements,  Inc. 
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THE  U.  S.  Secret  Service  is  circularizing 

all  local  theatres  with  regard  to  the 
Paramount  short,  “Dangerous  Dollars.” 
The  short  concerns  counterfeiting  and  the 
Service  is  desirous  of  cooperating  with  the 
theatres  in  presenting  the  picture  and, 
where  practical,  is  installing  lobby  dis- 
plays. They  are  also  supplying  literature 
to  acquaint  patrons  with  the  means  of  de- 
tecting phoney  bills  . . . Paul  Gatt  turned 
over  his  Bayview  one  night  this  week  to 
the  Democratic  committee  for  a Roose- 
velt rally.  The  regular  bill  was  shown  and 
patrons  were  admitted  free  . . . Sam 
Nathanson  has  gone  to  Seattle  to  open  the 
new  Producers  Releasing  Corp.  office 
there  ...  Ed  Levy  of  Visalia  is  building  a 
new  theatre  in  Dinuba  . . . Howard  Lich- 
tenstein, publicist  formerly  with  Winnie 
Sheehan  and  others,  is  in  town  . . . Doc 
Henning  is  off  to  Seattle  from  where  he 
will  go  eastward.  In  Detroit,  Doc  will  pick 
up  one  of  the  1941  models. 

Willis  Bell,  20th-Fox  ad  sales  manager, 
drove  to  Reno  last  Saturday  and  came 
back  a married  man.  Willie  had  been  en- 
gaged for  some  time,  but  the  wedding  was 
a surprise  to  everyone.  After  a trip  to 
Lake  Tahoe,  Bell  and  Bride,  the  former 
Maggiebelle  Pouncey,  are  settled  here  . . . 
Leon  Errol  made  a one-day  stand  at  the 
Golden  Gate  on  Wednesday  when  his  lat- 
est “Spitfire”  picture  opened  . . . The  Tele- 
news took  two  of  the  March  of  Time 
shorts,  combined  them  and  reissued  the 
result  to  the  Pacific  Coast  under  the  title 
of  “Crisis  in  the  Pacific.” 

After  being  blacked  out  over  two 
months,  both  of  the  town’s  legitimate 
houses  are  soon  to  relight.  On  November 
11,  Lee  Tracy  comes  to  the  Geary  in  a 
new  farce,  “Every  Man  for  Himself.” 
Broadway  will  be  the  show’s  ultimate  goal. 
On  November  18,  Cornelia  Otis  Skinner 
will  open  a week’s  engagement  at  the 
Curran,  presenting  her  character  sketches. 
Frank  Craven  and  Sally  Eilers  follow  Miss 
Skinner  into  the  Curran  on  November  25 
in  the  play,  “Sunset  Torch.”  These  are 
the  forerunners  of  what  appears  to  be  a 
large  season  for  the  legits. 

Roy  Cooper,  division  manager  of  Gol- 
den State  chain,  is  recuperating  from  an 
operation  at  St.  Francis  Hospital.  All  of 
Cooper’s  friends  wish  him  a speedy  re- 
covery . . . Steve  Chorak  of  the  F:tna  in 
Etna  is  in  the  same  hospital  recovering 
from  a broken  leg  . . . Bob  Hope  brings 
his  entire  troupe,  Brenda,  Cobina,  Jerry 
Colonna,  and  Skinnay  Ennis,  to  appear 
for  the  entire  week  at  the  local  auto  show, 
October  26  to  November  3.  If  the  new  cars 
won’t  bring  the  public  into  the  Auditor- 
ium, Hope  will! 

Arrangements  are  being  completed  for 
the  “Tom  Mix  Memorial”  program  at  the 
Exposition  Auditorium,  November  10. 
Stars  of  stage,  screen,  and  air  will  appear 
in  the  big  show,  with  proceeds  going  to- 
wards the  erection  of  the  life-size  statue 
of  the  late  veteran  of  the  horse  opera  . . . 
Golden  State  has  completed  its  exploita- 
tion drive  among  its  theatres  and  the 
Xmas  Scrip  Book  drive  will  begin  soon. 
Winners  in  the  exploitation  contest  will 
be  announced  soon  . . . Pat  O’Brien  in 
town  for  a combined  pleasure  and  busi- 
ness trip.  The  business  (and  pleasure  too) 
end  being  in  connection  with  “Knute 
Rockne,”  now  in  its  third  Market  Street 
week  . . . Margaret  Kennedy  is  the  new 
office  gal  at  Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

The  suit  filed  by  the  stockholders  for 
an  accounting  by  the  National  Theatres 


Syndicate  has  been  concluded.  The  deci- 
sion will  be  handed  down  at  a later  date 
. . . Ray  Reid  is  in  town  from  Long  Beach. 
He  has  been  touring  the  east  with  road- 
show pictures  . . . Charles  S k o u r a s 
stopped  over  for  a short  visit  before  going 
north  to  hunt  . . . Tommy  Harris,  radio 
and  theatre  vocalist,  opened  his  new  night 
spot  this  week.  The  place  is  known  as 
“Tommy’s  Joynt,”  and  is  rapidly  becom- 
ing the  “rondevoo”  of  the  film  folk. 

S.  S.  Mallard,  who  opened  the  Tivoli 
for  a run  of  sex  pictures,  was  closed  after 
five  days  by  local  gendarmes.  Mallard  has 
been  indicted  by  the  Oakland  grand  jury, 
and  if  he  gets  by  the  East  Bay  courts,  the 
San  Francisco  courts  are  waiting  to  try 
him  on  the  Tivoli  charge  . . . Howard 
Stebbins  of  the  L.  A.  Monogram  office  in 
town  to  attend  the  U.  S.  C.-Stanford  game 
this  Saturday  . . . Gordan  Allen  has  left 
for  a selling  trip  in  the  San  Joaquin  Val- 
ley ..  . “Dutch”  Koneman  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  local  National  Theatre 
Supply  office  to  Dallas. 

The  ITO  is  putting  out  plenty  of  litera- 
ture to  defeat  the  daylight  saving  bill 
which  goes  to  the  California  voters  on  No- 
vember 5.  Large  counter  sheets,  automo- 
bile bumper  signs,  and  other  forms  of  ad- 
vertising are  being  employed  to  convince 
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■^HE  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club  has 
opened  its  clubrooms  for  the  fall  and 
winter  season.  Numerous  social  events  are 
planned  by  both  the  men  and  the  ladies 
. . . J.  J.  Goodstein,  theatre  owner,  is  in 
Philadelphia  where  he  was  called  by  the 
illness  of  his  mother  . . . Manny  Goodman 
of  Hollywood  Advertising  Co.  spent  a few 
days  here  conferring  with  theatre  men  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Huffman  (he’s  city 
manager  for  Fox  theatres)  enjoyed  a brief 
trip  to  the  western  part  of  Colorado  . . . 
Nat  Wolfe  of  Commercial  exchange  has 
secured  the  Astor  Pictures  franchise  for 
this  and  the  Salt  Lake  territories. 

J.  J.  Goodstein  has  reopened  his  Mines 
at  Idaho  Springs  after  giving  the  place  a 
thorough  remodeling  . . . Producers  Releas- 
ing Corp.,  which  will  have  34  features  this 
year,  has  named  Bernie  Newman  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  Denver  area.  A.  G.  Ed- 
wards will  handle  the  Salt  Lake  territory 
. . . Robert  Hill,  mariager  of  the  Columbia 
exchange,  is  one  of  those  duck  hunters 
who  believes  in  doing  more  than  just  tell- 
ing about  his  success  at  the  sport.  So 
he  invited  the  exchange  staff  to  a duck 
dinner,  with  all  the  trimmings,  served  at 
the  Lakewood  Country  Club.  To  say  that 
everyone  enjoyed  the  repast,  would  be 
putting  it  mildly. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  McLaughlin  have  op- 
ened their  new  400-seat  house  in  Las  Ani- 
mas, Colo.  . . . Fred  Zekman,  booker  for 
Black  Hills  Amusement  Co.,  left  for  a few 
days  stay  at  Deadwood,  S.  D.,  to  confer 
with  Charles  Klein,  head  of  the  company, 
and  others  in  the  home  office  . . . Gail 
Seegmiller,  assistant  booker  at  Columbia, 
was  married  in  Salt  Lake  City  to  Evelyn 
Mae  White  of  that  city.  They  will  make 
their  home  in  Denver. 

Arthur  Gould  of  Hill  City,  S.  D.,  where 


the  public  that  “California  Knows  What 
Time  It  Is”  and  that  daylight  saving  is 
not  needed  here. 


L.  B.  Mayer  in  town  last  Saturday  to 
watch  his  horses  at  Bay  Meadows.  The 
equines  didn’t  disappoint  either,  carrying 
the  Mayer  colors  one-two  in  the  handicap 
special  of  the  day  . . . The  new  Esquire 
will  be  seated  by  Pacific  Coast  Supply  and 
every  seat  will  be  a loge.  The  theatre  will 
open  about  the  middle  of  November  . . . 
Dale  Campbell  was  absent  from  her  desk 
at  Harvey  Amusement  this  week  because 
of  illness  . . . W.  A.  Scully,  Bill  Heine- 
man  and  A1  O’Keefe  in  town  for  confabs 
with  Golden  State  executives. 


Booking  ori  the  Row:  Herbert  Harris, 
Mandarin,  Stockton;  Stanley  Cort,  Cort, 
Livingston;  Walter  Kofeldt,  Roseville, 
Roseville;  Doug  Hardy,  Orland,  Orland; 
Gerald  Hardy,  Hardy  Theatres,  Fresno; 
Loran  Kimes,  Westwood,  Westwood  . . . 
Armando  Agnini,  stage  director,  and  Jack 
Heavey,  property  master  at  the  Opera 
House,  are  receiving  plaudits  for  the  ex- 
cellent staging  and  settings  of  “Don  Gio- 
vanni,” the  opera  which  was  given  its  San 
Francisco  premiere  before  the  silk  hat  and 
ermine  trade  Saturday  evenmg.  The  opera, 
as  usual,  is  enjoying  sellout  crowds. 


V IE  IK 


he  operates  a theatre,  has  built  a 300- 
seater  at  Lance  Creek,  Wyo.,  and  has 
named  it  the  Lance.  He  plans  to  open 
this  week  . . . Gene  Gerbase,  manager  of 
Republic-Sheffield  exchange,  left  for  Dal- 
las on  a business  trip  . . . Dr.  Frank  Rider 
of  the  Crystal,  Wauneta,  Neb.,  and  J.  K. 
Powell  of  the  Wray,  Wray,  Colo.,  were  on 
the  Row. 


PREVIEW 

EXTRAORDINARY 

A SPECIAL  EXHIBIT  OF  THE 

NEW  SPECTACULAR  MANLEY 
LIFETIME  MODEL  POPCORN 
MACHINE 

WILL  BE  HELD  FOR  TWO  DAYS 
ONLY  AT  THE 

ELKS  CLUB 

LOS  ANGELES 

OCTOBER  28  and  29 

EXHIBITORS  ARE  CORDIALLY 
INVITED  TO  SEE  AND  INSPECT 
AN  EQUIPMENT  DESIGNED  EX- 
CLUSIVELY FOR  SUPER  SHOW- 
MEN. 

L.  C.  DENEHIE 

Factory  Representative 

MANLEY,  INC. 

Formerly 

Burch  Manufacturing  Company 
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^ACOMA  took  the  spotlight  this  week  with 

the  world  premiere  of  “Tugboat  Annie 
Sails  Again.”  Visitors  saw  a mammoth 
water  carnival,  watched  colorful  downtown 
ceremonies,  and  then  packed  the  city’s 
three  largest  theatres  for  a glimpse  of  the 
Hollywood  celebrities.  Stars  who  appeared 
included  Marjorie  Rambeau,  Alan  Hale, 
Donald  Crisp,  Ronald  Reagan,  and  the 
radio  commentator  Hedda  Hopper, 

A goodly  portion  of  Seattle  show  busi- 
7iess  male  help  registered  this  week  for 
the  draft  but  it  is  doubtful  if  any  will  be 
called.  The  quota  from  this  state  will  be 
S77iall  due  to  the  voluntary  e7ilist77ient. 

A new  agreement  to  cover  the  current 
season  at  Repertory  Playhouse  was  signed 
with  the  Stage  Employes  Union,  The 


QHARLES  A,  BUCKLEY,  head  of  Fox 
West  Coast’s  legal  department,  left  for 
New  York  on  company  business  . . . Myer 
Schine,  of  the  Schine  circuit  in  New  York, 
is  vacationing  here  for  two  weeks,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  , , , Joseph  G,  Mullen, 
Warner  general  manager  in  Mexico,  here 
for  a week  before  returning  to  his  head- 
quarters, He  has  been  conferring  with 
homeoffice  executives  in  the  east. 

Herb  McHityre,  RKO  wester7i  district 
ma7iager,  is  in  Salt  Lake  for  a week  . . . 
Al77ia  La7ig,  booker’s  secretary  at  M-G-M, 
071  the  job  agam  after  a vacatio7i  m Ari- 
zona . . . Mike  Levi7iso7i,  i7idepe7ide7it  dis- 
tributor, received  word  his  “Lash  of  the 
Pe7iitentes’’  has  fmally  passed  the  New 
York  state  ce7isorship  board  after  several 
years  of  u7isuccessful  effort. 

Harold  Stein,  of  the  Stein  circuit  in 
New  York,  dropped  in  to  get  acquainted 
with  Filmrow  personnel  before  he  takes 
over  an  executive  spot  in  the  Eastland 
circuit  early  next  year  , , . Booking:  Fi'ed 
Eull,  Ramona  Theatre,  Ramona;  J.  W. 
Bace  of  the  Roxy  in  Ford  City;  Joe  Buse 
of  the  Midway:  W.  J.  Underhille,  in  from 
Twenty-Nine  Palms, 

Majestic  has  acquired  “Death  Goes 
North,’’  featurmg  Sheila  Bromley,  for  im- 
mediate distributio7i  m this  territory  . . . 
George  Harter  came  m for  bookings  for 
his  Avalo7i  and  Arlm  theatres;  ditto  Lowell 
Wuifield  of  the  Glendora,  Gle7idora  . . . 
Sa7n  Blowitz,  booker  for  Prernier  Pictures, 
will  make  his  debut  as  a papa  m Ja7iuary 
. . . Film  Allia7ice  will  hold  a trade  sereen- 
ing  of  “Let  George  Do  It”  October  30  at 
the  Hawaii  i7i  Hollywood.  Fibn  is  British- 
made  and  stars  George  Formby. 

Sally  Walley,  M-G-M  secretary,  was  pre- 
sented with  a radio  upon  her  return  from 
her  Carmel  honeymoon  by  the  exchange 
club  , . , Bill  Ring,  president  and  busi- 
ness agent  of  Local  B-61,  lATSE,  is  try- 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 
“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
1964  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 

LOS  ANGELES 


agreement  was  negotiated  between  Burton 
James,  Repertory  manager,  and  by  Basil 
Gray,  business  agent  of  the  union.  The 
new  contract  calls  for  a 20  per  cent  wage 
increase  and  a 40-hour  week.  Gray  said 
. . . Jackie  Coogan  will  open  a limited  en- 
gagement at  the  Oasis  night  club  in  about 
a week. 

Eddie  Walt07i,  ma7iager  of  the  Republic 
excha7ige,  has  made  a grand  tieup  with 
the  Washi7igto7i  State  Gra7ige  for  Ge?ie 
Autry.  The  Gra7ige  has  a drive  to  m- 
crease  sales  of  its  magazme,  so  Eddie  sold 
the77i  the  idea  to  offer  as  a gra7id  prize 
to  the  best  salesma7i,  boy  or  girl,  a free 
trip  to  Hollywood  as  the  guest  of  Gene 
Autry  for  four  days.  The  Grange  has  put 
out  some  100,000  wbidow  cards,  broadcast 
071  the  radio,  published  the  faets  m their 


ing  to  secure  the  services  of  Showmen  A1 
Galston  and  Jay  Sutton  as  judges  of  the 
“Sing  With  the  Band”  contest  which  will 
be  a feature  of  the  annual  Filmrow  Dance, 
sponsored  by  the  local,  November  15. 

Be7i  Fish,  UA  wester7i  district  ma7iager, 
is  bi  New  York  coriferrmg  with  Arthur 
Kelly,  the  co7npa7iy’s  new  gerieral  sales 
chief  . . . Dudley  Forey,  Mo7iogram  office 
ma7iager,  is  vacatio7ii7ig  for  a week  at  the 
Gra7id  Ca7iyo7i  . . . Reported  resting  com- 
fortably at  the  Commu7iity  Hospital  in 
Lo7ig  Beach,  is  Bess  Largey,  mspectress  for 
Producers  Releasmg  Corp.,  who  was  rushed 
there  for  a7i  ernergency  operatio7i  . . . Sol 
Levuie,  assista7it  ma7iager  of  the  local  Pos- 
tal Telegraph  bra7ich,  also  07i  the  sick 
list — a bad  cold  . . . Mike  Levi7iso7i,  in- 
depe7ide7it  distributor , spe7it  a few  days  in 
Santa  Barbara  07i  busmess. 

About  55  Filmrow  employes  registered 
on  “R-Day”  . . . Republic  has  lost  two 
employes.  Edith  Conner  resigned  as  sec- 
retary to  go  with  the  civil  service;  Wilbur 
Kent,  poster  clerk,  quit  to  join  the  army. 
Susan  Lamb  replaces  Edith  and  Fred  Cook 
has  taken  over  Kent’s  duties. 

Booking:  Diek  Lemucchi,  Gra7iada, 

Bakersfield;  Tommy  Hu7iti7igton,  Seville, 
Chula  Vista  . . . The  remodelmg  job  at 
the  RKO  exeha7ige  has  been  completed. 
Complime7its  are  flybig  thiek  arid  fast  . . . 
Joe  Sloate,  operator  of  the  Maynard,  re- 
turried  from  his  Detroit  vaeation  . . . 
Richard  J.  Brermer,  Metro’s  mariager  in 
Chile,  is  in  for  confererices  with  studio 
executives  07i  riew  releases  . . . Lookbig  in 
alo7ig  the  Row  was  George  Carrmgton, 
vice-presiderit  of  Altec  Service,  who  at- 
tended the  Society  of  Motiori  Picture  En- 
gbieers  coriveritiori  in  Hollywood. 

Vacationing:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bert  Bur- 
chett of  the  United  California  Theatres  in 
San  Fi'ancisco  . . . M.  J.  E.  McCarthy, 
Monogram  salesman,  left  for  San  Diego 
on  a business  junket  . . . Charles  Feldman, 
Universal’s  branch  manager,  is  in  Phoenix. 

Free  radio  giveri  away  in  the  Warner 
Exeharige  Club  raffle  was  won  by  Carl 
Bryant,  who  is  Republic’s  office  manager 
...  In  for  bookmgs:  Earl  Strebe,  up  from 
Palm  Springs;  Al  Kursten  of  the  Whittier 
Theatre;  Joe  Buse,  operator  of  the  Mid- 
way, with  his  eight-year-old  daughter 
Jeanette  as  his  traveling  companion. 


magazmes,  a7id  talked  the  gag  up  at  all 
their  4-H  Club  meetings. 

From  moving  pictures  to  ministry.  That’s 
the  story  of  Arthur  Kurus,  member  of 
Operators  Local  154.  Kurus,  non-sectar- 
ian, is  ready  for  any  weddings  Dan  Cupid 
can  send  him.  He  is  still  working  in  the 
booth. 

Sam  Natha7iso7i  of  Los  Angeles  is  here 
on  a two-fold  trip.  First  as  district  sales 
ma7iager  for  Producers  Releasing  Corp.  of 
the  West  Coast  he  is  interviewmg  likely 
representatives  for  the  company  m Wash- 
i7igto7i  a7id  Oregon.  Seco7id,  as  general 
sales  manager  for  Forum  Films,  he  unll 
appomt  a represe7itative  for  Seattle,  Port- 
la7id,  Idaho  a7id  Mo7itana  to  handle  the 
compa7iy’s  two-reel  educatio7ial  color  films, 
released  to  various  school  boards. 

A working  agreement  has  been  made 
between  the  Hamrick  Orpheum  and  the 
Coliseum,  which  have  the  Warner  product, 
and  the  Roosevelt  and  Palomar  of  Sterling 
Theatres.  These  four  houses  will  divvy 
on  pictures  and  moveovers  by  mutual 
agreement  which  in  no  way  affects  any 
other  houses  in  either  chain  of  theatres. 

Mike  New77ia7i,  the  flying  “flaek”  (pub- 
lieity  age7it  to  you)  and  07ie  of  Colum- 
bia Pictures’  “flying  press  squadron”  to 
advertise  “ Arizo7ia,”  arrived  in  town.  Mike 
has  visited  Kansas  City,  Des  Moines, 
07naha,  Denver  and  Salt  Lake  bi  four 
days  time,  and  from  here  will  call  on 
Spokane,  Portla7id,  Sa7i  Francisco,  then 
home  to  Los  A7igeles  . . . The  Blue  Mouse 
Theatre,  07ie  of  the  Hamrick-Evergreen 
houses,  has  elosed  its  doors  for  a couple 
of  weeks  to  give  the  decorators  a chance 
to  get  busy. 

On  October  31  Seattle  will  be  host  to 
Joan  Bennett  and  her  husband,  Walter 
Wanger.  The  couple  will  stop  here  as 
part  of  their  goodwill  tour  of  the  U.  S. 
Sammy  Seigel  of  United  Artists  press  de- 
partment is  now  busy  making  plans  for  a 
gala  day  here  for  the  pair. 

A7idy  A7iderso7i,  forrnerly  with  the  RKO 
excha7ige  in  Los  A7igeles,  and  a few  years 
back  with  that  compa7iy  bi  Seattle,  is 
now  at  the  bookbig  desk  of  Universal  Pic- 
tures in  Portla7id.  A7idy  spe7it  a few  days 
here  with  his  friends  before  leavbig  for 
the  7iew  job. 

Mike  Rosenberg,  Oscar  Oldknow,  Louis 
Rosenberg  and  Charles  Skouras  in  fi’om 
Los  Angeles  to  go  duck  hunting  with  Al 
Rosenberg  on  his  private  Dungeness  pre- 
serve. Mrs.  Skouras  and  Mrs.  Mike  Ro- 
senberg are  visiting  in  Seattle  while  the 
hunters  are  away  . . . Pat  O’Brien,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife,  attending  the 
Washington-Oregon  football  game. 

M.  G.  Whitmari  of  the  Universal  sales 
staff  in  easter7i  Washingt07i  a7id  Idaho 
has  bee7i  confined  to  the  Lewis  a7id  Clark 
Hospital  in  Lewistori,  Ida.,  for  a few  days 
with  the  flu  . . . Paul  Carlso7i  and  his 
bride  back  from  their  ho7ieymoo7i  trip. 
They  have  bee7i  go7ie  five  weeks  and 
visited  Washington,  New  York,  New  Eng- 
la7id  states,  and  back  by  way  of  New 
Orlea7is  . . . George  Blair  expecting  a 
truck  load  of  07ii07is. 

Morrie  Nimmer,  Wenatchee;  Al  Baker, 
Spokane;  Billy  Hartford,  Everett;  Lynn 
Peterson,  Bremerton;  O.  T.  Taylor,  Aber- 
deen, and  Hal  Murphy,  Olympia,  were 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Quoting  statistics  to  support  his  con- 
tention, Walter  J.  Michelsen  of  Ure, 
Pett  & Morris,  securities  firm  here,  told 
the  Utah  Sales  Managers’  Ass’n  that  busi- 
ness “can  expect  two  excellent  years”  as 
a result  of  the  national  defense  program 
. . . Automobile  drawings  conducted  by 
a theatre  at  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  are  lotteries 
in  violation  of  Arizona  law.  Judge  G.  A. 
Rodgers  of  the  Maricopa  county  superior 
court  has  ruled  . . . Bing  Crosby  and 
Gloria  Jean  in  “If  I Had  My  Way”  are 
showing  at  the  Southeast  Theatre  here  in 
conjunction  with  “You’re  Not  So  Tough,” 
to  good  crowds  . . . Chet  Price,  manager 
of  the  Victory  here,  has  a new  candy 
counter  in  the  lobby. 

Joe  English,  well  known  exhibitor  in  this 
area,  opened  his  new  Highland  at  Ana- 
conda, Mont.,  recently.  The  house  was 
equipped  by  the  local  branch  of  National 
Theatre  Supply  . . . The  Vogue  at  Bell- 
grade,  Mont.,  also  opened  recently  with 
NTS  supplying  the  system  equipment  . . . 
Margaret  Roach,  actress-daughter  of  the 
film  producer,  paid  Salt  Lake  a visit  this 
weekend.  She  was  en  route  to  Hollywood, 
being  on  her  way  home  from  Wagonwheel 
Gap,  Colo.,  where  she  spent  two  weeks 
fishing. 

Manager  Sam  Gardner  of  M-G-M  in 
Salt  Lake  reports  highly  satisfactory  re- 
sults from  “Boom  Town,”  which  is  cur- 
rently running  a fifth  consecutive  week 
here  . . . M-G-M’s  “Escape”  is  receiv- 
ing some  advance  publicity  in  local  sheets 
. . . “The  Ape,”  a Monogram  picture  fea- 
turing Boris  Karloff,  is  getting  a good 
play  in  the  territory,  according  to  Mana- 
ger W.  W.  McKendrick.  McKendrick  just 
returned  from  a sales  trip  through  Mon- 
tana. He  goes  into  southern  Utah  short- 
ly ..  . Manager  P.  H.  Smith  of  the  local 
Paramount  exchange  is  working  the  Mis- 
soula section  of  Montana  . . . Free  mo- 
tion pictures  are  to  be  presented  to  the 
public  by  the  Republican  party  at  Farm- 
ington, Utah,  schools  on  evenings  of  this 
week  when  representatives  of  the  party 
stage  rallies.  The  films  are  titled  “The 
Truth  About  Taxes,”  “Willkie  and  Mc- 
Nary  Know  Their  Farming,”  and  “We, 
the  People.” 

Actors  and  technicians  of  20th  Century- 
Fox  have  headed  for  Hollywood  from 
Kanab,  Utah,  after  completing  outdoor 
sequences  for  “Western  Union”  . . . Among 
RKO’s  latest  hit  releases  is  “They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted”  . . . Joe  Madsen,  of- 
fice manager  for  United  Artists,  gave  a 
farewell  party  and  buffet  supper  for  the 
local  branch  personnel  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
Margaret  Richards  who,  after  seven  years 
service  with  the  exchange,  is  resigning. 
Her  place  will  be  filled  by  Betty  Peterson. 
A gift  was  also  presented  to  Mrs.  Richards 
. . . Branch  Manager  Tony  Hartford  of 
United  Artists  here  has  returned  from 
Idaho  Falls  where  he  conferred  with  Paul 
De  Mordaunt  of  the  De  Mordaunt  & 
Drenna  circuit  ...  A.  M.  Russell,  who 
operates  the  Ellen  and  Rialto  at  Bozeman, 
Mont.,  was  in  Salt  Lake  arranging  a prod- 
uct deal  with  United  Artists. 


Frank  Hart  Installs  Sound 
Quilcene,  Wash. — Frank  S.  Hart  is  put- 
ting in  new  RCA  sound  in  his  Quilcene 
here. 


Extend  Laughton  Tour  to 
Seattle  and  Portland 


Seattle — The  personal  appearance  tour 
of  Charles  Laughton  with  “They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted”  has  been  extended 
to  include  Seattle  and  Portland.  Laugh- 
ton’s p.  a.  at  Seattle  will  be  on  October 
30  and  at  Portland  on  October  31.  Fol- 
lowing attendance  at  the  Variety  Club 
dinner  in  Pittsburgh  over  the  weekend, 
Laughton  headed  for  Kansas  City  on  the 
24th.  St.  Louis  and  Oklahoma  City  were 
subsequently  on  the  visiting  list  followed 
by  Seattle  and  Portland  after  which  he 
will  return  to  the  RKO  Radio  studio. 

Ann  Miller  Makes  P.  A, 

At  Albuquerque,  N.  M. 

Albuquerque,  N.  M. — Ann  Miller,  fea- 
tured in  RKO  Radio’s  “Too  Many  Girls,” 
made  a personal  appearance  here  at  the 
Sunshine  Theatre  on  Friday,  October  18. 
The  background  of  the  production  which 
she  has  just  completed  is  an  imaginary 
college  in  New  Mexico  and  there  was  tre- 
mendous interest  in  both  Miss  Miller, 
who  was  born  in  nearby  Texas,  and  the 
filmusical  comedy. 

Miss  Miller  visited  the  local  schools  and 
attended  several  functions  arranged  in  her 
honor. 


Hull  Builds  in  Nevada 

Ely,  Nev. — P.  W.  Hull,  operator  of  sev- 
eral theatres  in  Nevada,  is  building  a new 
house  here.  It  will  seat  774  and  will  be 
managed  by  W.  G.  Hull.  RCA  will  install 
the  sound. 


Tacoma,  Wash. — Charles  M.  Schuler  is 
modernizing  his  1,000-seat  Park  with  the 
installation  of  new  RCA  sound. 


Buys  Republic  Lineup 

San  Francisco — Republic  has  closed  a 
deal  for  its  entire  1940-41  product  with 
the  Royal  Amusement  Co.  of  Honolulu. 


loins  Republic  in  Salt  Lake 

Salt  Lake  City — Art  W.  Baron  has  been 
added  to  the  local  sales  force  of  Republic, 
working  the  zone  including  southern  Idaho 
and  western  Wyoming. 


Photophone  for  Varsity 

Seattle — RCA  Photophone  sound  has 
been  installed  in  the  local  Varsity. 


Cantor  Buys  Poynter's  House 

San  Clemente,  Cal. — Dave  Cantor,  for- 
mer Los  Angeles  operator,  has  purchased 
the  San  Clemente  here  from  J.  D.  Poynter. 


Odell  to  Denver 

Denver — Virgil  Odell,  formerly  of  the 
Lincoln  in  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  is  now  at  the 
Aladdin  here. 


Bishoff  Ends  Vacation 

Lovell,  Wyo. — H.  D.  Bishoff,  manager 
of  the  Armanda,  is  back  from  a brief  holi- 
day in  the  nearby  hills. 


Cox  Opens  Second 

Casa  Grande,  Calif. — Bill  Cox  has  open- 
ed his  new  Chief,  450-seater.  He  also 
operates  the  Paramount. 
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among  the  various  city  managers  to  at- 
tend the  special  meeting  called  by  A1 
Rosenberg,  division  manager  for  Fox- 
Evergreen  theatres  . . . Burrill  C.  John- 
son back  from  his  trip  through  Washing- 
ton checking  over  his  different  theatre 
situations. 

Bill  Goiven,  manager  of  the  Ridgemont, 
home  from  the  hospital  . . . Roy  and  Alys 
Johnson  have  left  on  a motor  trip  that 
will  take  thein  to  Minneapolis,  Chicago, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  New  York,  home  via 
California  . . . Pete  Constanti  over  from 
Aberdeen  and  tells  that  he  will  reopen 
his  Roxy  in  a few  days. 

Jim  Hone  and  son,  James,  back  from 
the  duck  hunting  session  with  the  limit 
. . . Junior  Mercy  back  from  his  duck 
trip  reporting  a full  bag  . . . A.  G.  Basil 
from  Raymond  gave  his  three  new  hunt- 
ing dogs  their  first  trial  this  season  . . . 
Swen  Olson,  who  does  the  operating  at 
Lee  Kirby’s  theatre  in  Monroe,  was  mar- 
ried this  week  to  Harriet  Lund  . . . Na- 
than Weitzman  and  Sidelle  Lasky  will  be 
coupled  New  Year’s  Eve  . . . Les  Abbott, 
head  of  the  Motiograph  Co.  of  Chicago, 
spending  some  time  here  . . . Ben  Shearer 
and  son.  Bud,  back  from  California.  Mrs. 
Shearer  is  remaining  in  Santa  Barbara 
for  a few  days’  visit. 

Henry  Herbel,  western  district  sales 
mayiager  for  Warner,  out  for  Portland 
. . . Ned  Edris  of  Tacoma  making  a spe- 
cial trip  to  Ellensburg,  Yakima  and  Wen- 
atchee . . . Jack  Brower,  a former  dis- 
trict and  later  branch  manager  for  War- 
ner, has  been  signed  by  Jimmy  Roosevelt 
as  assistant  in  operations  of  the  Soun- 
dies  Distributing  Corp. 

Phillip  Morris,  brother  of  Mrs.  Keith 
Beckwith,  was  married  this  week  to  Mar- 
jorie Vollen  . . . J.  von  Herberg  to 
Yakima  on  business  accompanied  by  his 
partner.  Claude  Jensen  . . . Word  from 
the  far  North  has  it  that  Andrew  Zing- 
ers has  succeeded  Herbert  George  in  the 
operation  of  the  theatre  at  Craig,  Alaska 
. . . Don  Beckwith  flying  up  from  Port- 
land to  spend  the  weekend  with  his  par- 
ents. 

Gordon  Craddock  (remember  our  Tillie 
gag,  pal),  now  branch  manager  for  Uni- 
versal at  Didianapolis,  is  in  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  . . . 
Norman  Peterson  on  the  Row  ivith  his 
br other -in-laiv,  Jean  Spear  . . . Morrie 
Nimmer  came  in  from  W enatchee  with  his 
new  sound  truck  . . . Visitors  this  week, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Maddux  of  Auburn: 
Bill  Evans.  Spokane;  W.  B.  McDonald, 
Olympia;  Colonel  Dow,  Bremerton;  Chuck 
Charles,  Everett;  Gus  Graff,  Shelton. 


Scripting  "Knew  Her  When" 

Hollywood^ — Vincent  Lawrence  is  script- 
ing “I  Knew  Her  When”  for  Producer 
Milton  Sperling  at  20th-Fox. 


IJeduce  Your  Suprex  and  niph  Intensity 

CARBON  WASTE 

25%  with  the  Cross  Carl)on  Saving:  Device 
Write  for  Booklet  and  Trial 

CROSS  MACHINE  SHOP 

IVnn.sylvania  Ave.  DETKOIT,  MUUI. 
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SMPE  Told  of  New 
Technical  Gains 

Hollywood — Several  hundred  delegates 
to  the  47th  semi-annual  convention  of  the 
SMPE  at  the  Hollywood  Roosevelt  Hotel 
heard  of  four  outstanding  developments 
in  the  technical  field  among  the  11  lec- 
tures and  discussion  periods  that  took 
place  during  the  five-day  conclave. 

These  included  a new  type  silent  cam- 
era, a portable  film  sound  recording  unit 
weighing  50  pounds,  a method  of  protect- 
ing film  against  scratches  and  surface 
damage  and  an  improved  method  of  rat- 
ing camera  and  projector  lenses. 

"Insulate"  Sound 

The  new  camera,  which  fulfils  the  re- 
quirements for  sound-stage  work  without 
the  necessity  for  the  cumbersome  anti- 
noise housing  or  "blimp,”  was  described 
by  D.  B.  Clark,  executive  director  of  pho- 
tography, and  Grover  Laube,  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, where  it  was  developed  and  is 
in  use.  The  new  camera  achieves  silent 
operation  by  use  of  sound  insulating 
mounts  for  the  film  mechanism  and  lens 
by  a new  shutter  and  new  accessories. 
It  is  further  improved  by  a revolutionary 
method  of  calibrating  the  light  stops  on 
lenses.  This  is  said  to  make  practical  use 
of  photo-electric  meters  possible. 

The  new  50-pound  film  recording  unit, 
which  can  be  carried  from  location  to  lo- 
cation in  the  baggage  trunk  of  a car  and 
carried  and  operated  at  the  scene  by  one 
man,  was  presented  in  detail  by  D.  Y, 
Bradshaw  of  March  of  Time,  The  imit, 
which  presumably  solves  the  problem  of 
shooting  in  offices,  coal  mines,  airplanes 
and  an  ever  lengthening  list  of  news- 
reel locations,  was  developed  by  RCA,  and 
can  be  set  up  and  in  operation  in  less 
than  ten  minutes. 

Lacquer  to  Protect  Film 

A special  lacquer  is  the  agent  used  in 
Eastman  Kodak's  new  method  of  protect- 
ing film  against  surface  damage,  accord- 
ing to  R,  H.  Talbot’s  discussion.  The  lac- 
quer is  simply  and  quickly  applied  to  one 
or  both  sides  of  a 16  or  35mm  film.  Slight 
scratches  caused  by  constant  usage  are 
absorbed  by  the  lacquer  and  never  reach 
the  film. 

The  new  photo-electric  method  of  rat- 
ing the  light-speed  of  lenses  is  a photog- 
rapher’s dream  come  true,  Clark  observed. 
He  said  the  system  was  devised  after  cam- 
eramen noticed  that,  when  lenses  were  in- 
terchanged during  shooting,  the  quality  of 
the  picture  was  far  from  uniform  even 
though  all  lenses  were  set  to  the  same  f/ 
rating,  Clark  declared  some  of  these  rat- 
ings are  as  much  as  100  per  cent  in  error 
when  reduced  to  actual  transmitting  ca- 
pacity of  the  lens.  The  new  method  is 
based  on  actual  light  transmitted  through 
the  lens,  regardless  of  make,  size  or  any 
physical  characteristic. 

Realism  to  a degree  never  before 
achieved  will  soon  be  imparted  to  motion 
picture  sound,  radio  broadcasts  and  phono- 
graph recordings  by  a new  type  of  ultra- 
directional  microphone,  it  was  predicted 
by  Dr.  H.  F.  Olson,  who  described  the 
new  telescope-like  unit  which  operates 
from  actual  audience  point.  Because  the 
new  microphone  can  be  operated  from  the 
vantage  point  of  an  imaginary  audience 
at  the  time  of  recording,  rather  than  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  sound  source, 
the  millions  who  finally  hear  the  original 
sound  reproduced  in  theatres  or  on  their 
radios  or  phonographs,  can  do  so  with  a 


Salute  for  Disney — 

In  Hollywood  on  Wednesday,  the 
Progress  Medal  of  the  SMPE  went  to 
Walt  Disney  in  recognition  of  his  work 
“in  bringing  the  animated  cartoon  to 
its  present  state  of  perfection.”  The 
medal  is  awarded  annually  for  the 
year’s  most  outstanding  contribution 
to  motion  picture  technology. 


perfect  illusion  of  actual  presence  in  the 
studio,  he  asserted, 

A paper  by  A.  L.  Williams  and  H,  G, 
Baerwald  of  the  Brush  Development  Co, 
discussed  the  advantages  of  low-noise  mi- 
crophones as  affecting  purity  of  sound  re- 
produced. Another  paper  treated  in  de- 
tail multiple  piezoelectric  microphones 
which  lend  themselves  particularly  well  to 
the  design  of  quiet  sound  units.  Also  under 
discussion  was  a new  uni-directional  type 
microphone  developed  by  the  combination 
of  different  minimum-noise  microphone 
types. 

A paper  prepared  jointly  by  F.  L.  Hop- 
er  of  Erpi,  and  F.  F.  Romanow  of  Bell 
Telehone  described  a new  means  of  cali- 
brating microphones  by  acoustic  meas- 
urements. The  value  of  testing  to  deter- 
mine the  correlation  between  a micro- 
phone’s performance  as  determined  by 
acoustic  measurements  and  by  listening 
tests  was  brought  out. 

New  Recording  Cutter 

S.  J.  Begun  of  Brush  Development  Co. 
delivered  a paper  on  stabilized  disc  record 
cutters.  He  described  the  high  degree  of 
quality  in  recording  that  may  be  obtained 
from  a new  temperature-controlled  re- 
cording cutter  which  has  a wide  frequency 
range  and  a low  content  of  harmonic  dis- 
tortion. 

A new  low  temperature  sound-stage  de- 
veloped to  provide  sub-freezing  tempera- 
tures and  actual  snow  storms  for  film 
shooting  and  a radical  new  type  of  mobile 
camera  platform  were  also  brought  out. 
While  outside  temperatures  approached  85 
degrees,  authentic  scenes  were  photo- 
graphed in  the  special  “cold”  studio  at  a 
temperature  of  21  degrees  that  varied  only 
imperceptibly  despite  the  glare  and  heat 
of  an  ordinary  studio  lighting  system,  ac- 
cording to  R.  Van  Slyker,  head  of  R.  Van 
Slyker  Enterprises. 

The  radical  new  camera  boom  and  dolly 
which,  although  of  intermediate  size,  oper- 
ates more  efficiently  than  any  other  unit 


A "Silenl"  Camera 
Is  Among  Advances 


of  the  largest  size.  It  was  described  by 
John  Arnold  of  the  M-G-M  studios.  The 
unit  employs  the  principle  of  the  modem 
airplane  fuselage,  doing  away  with  longi- 
tudinal girders  in  the  nine-foot  boom  and 
substituting  a sturdy  box-girder.  The  boom 
will  literally  lay  the  camera  on  the  floor 
or  raise  it,  through  any  series  of  positions, 
to  a height  of  16  feet.  The  unit  weighs 
3,100  pounds  as  compared  with  7,600 
pounds  for  a conventional  boom  of  the 
same  size. 

The  delegates  heard  a report  from  their 
television  committee,  delivered  by  Chair- 
man Dr,  Peter  C,  Goldmark,  chief  tele- 
vision engineer  of  CBS.  The  committee 
reported  continuing  research  into  the  prob- 
lems of  visual  fatigue,  flicker  and  use  of 
films  in  television.  H.  R.  Lubcke  of  the 
Don  Lee  Broadcasting  System  presented  a 
discussion  of  the  similarity  between  the 
photographic  aspects  of  television  and  mo- 
tion pictures.  C.  F.  Wolcott  of  Gilfillan 
Brothers  discussed  problems  in  television 
resolution  and  suitable  standards  now  be- 
fore the  National  Television  Systems  Com- 
mittee. 

Advances  in  Sound  Recording 

Technical  advances  in  sound  recording 
which  insure  more  nearly  perfect  sound 
reproduction  in  the  neighborhood  theatres 
as  well  as  in  the  more  elaborately  con- 
structed houses  were  described  by  Dr.  E.  W. 
Kellogg  of  RCA  Research  Laboratories. 

The  delegates  were  told  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal problems  of  photography  was  solved 
by  Capt.  Don  Norwood,  a retired  U.  S. 
Army  captain. 

A device  to  test  loudspeaker  systems 
once  they  have  been  installed  in  theatres, 
usually  a difficult  task,  was  described  by 
S.  L.  Reiches  of  Cleveland.  His  method 
embraces  measuring  the  sound  which 
comes  from  the  horns  in  the  split-second 
interval  before  “standing  waves”  are 
created  in  the  air  by  reflection  from  walls 
and  ceiling.  Basis  of  the  system  is  a gen- 
erator which  produces  a pure  tone  known 
as  a one-quarter  sine  wave,  used  to  avoid 
the  complications  resulting  from  har- 
monics. 

"Journal"  Award  to  McMath 

Among  the  other  technical  matters  dis- 
cussed were  the  following:  “An  Improved 
Playback  Horn  Equipment,”  by  C.  R.  Daily 
of  Paramount:  “A  New  Mirror  Light-Modu- 
lator,” by  W.  R.  Goehner  of  Bell  Tele- 
phone; “A  200-mil  Variable-Area  Modula- 
tor,” by  R.  W.  Benfer  and  G.  T.  Lorance 
of  Erpi;  “Analysis  of  Sound  Film  Drives,” 
by  D.  MacKenzie  and  W.  J.  Albersheim  of 
Erpi;  “An  Investigation  of  Some  Factors 
Influencing  Volume  Range  in  Photograph- 
ic Sound  Recording,”  by  W.  K.  Grimwood 
and  O.  Sandvik  of  Eastman  Kodak;  “The 
Measurement  of  Photographic  Printing 
Destiny,”  by  J.  G.  Frayne  of  Erpi;  “Opera- 
tion of  the  Variable-Intensity  Recording 
System,”  by  C.  W.  Faulkner  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, and  “A  Monochromatic  Variable- 
Density  Recording  System,”  by  O.  L.  Dupy 
and  J.  K.  Hilliard  of  M-G-M. 

Walt  Disney  was  awarded  the  Progress 
Medal  for  developing  the  cartoon  to  its 
present  stature  as  a primary  entertainment 
medium.  The  SMPE  honored  Robert  R. 
McMath  of  the  University  of  Michigan  with 
its  Journal  Award  for  his  preparation  of 
the  most  outstanding  paper  published  in 
the  SMPE  Journal  last  year. 
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Orienlal-Tower  Suit  Rodgers  Calls  on  Exhibitors  to 
Under  Advisement  Help  Maintain  Film  Standard 


Milwaukee — Circuit  Judge  Gustav  G. 
Gehrz  has  taken  under  advisement  a 
breach  of  contract  action  brought  by  the 
Oriental  and  Tower  theatre  companies 
against  the  Pox  Wisconsin  Amusement  Co. 

The  plaintiffs  charge  the  defendant 
failed  to  conduct  the  two  houses  from 
1934  to  1937  in  a manner  most  conducive 
to  their  profitable  operation,  thereby 
breaching  its  contract  with  the  owner  of 
the  houses. 

It  is  alleged  that  during  the  three-year 
period  it  operated  the  Oriental  and  Tower 
theatres,  the  Fox  organization,  which  also 
operated  the  Downer  and  State,  located 
in  the  same  zones  as  the  Oriental  and 
Tower  and  playing  off  these  theatres, 
made  clearance  waivers  225  times  in  favor 
of  the  Downer  and  264  times  in  favor  of 
the  State.  Both  the  Downer  and  State, 
during  that  period,  are  alleged  to  have 
charged  lower  admissions  than  the  Orien- 
tal and  Tower,  which  were,  and  still  are, 
first  run  houses  in  their  respective  zones. 

This  procedure  of  waiving  availability 
in  favor  of  a lower  admission  price  house, 
injured  business  at  the  Oriental  and  Tower, 
it  was  charged,  because  the  public  learned 
to  expect  that  it  would  be  able  to  see  the 
same  pictures  at  the  lower  admission  price 
houses  in  fewer  days  than  the  14-day 
clearance  period  provided  for  under  the 
zoning  and  clearance  schedule. 

The  plaintiffs  further  maintain  that 
they  had  no  knowledge  of  this  waiving  of 
product  on  the  part  of  Fox  and  they 
charge  the  defendant  with  following  this 
policy  so  as  to  benefit  business  at  their 
Downer  and  State  theatres,  in  which,  it 
was  charged  they  had  greater  interest 
than  the  five  per  cent  of  gross  receipts 
they  were  receiving  for  operating  the  Ori- 
ental and  Tower. 

Counsel  for  the  defense  contended  that 
the  practice  of  waiving  clearances  had 
been  carried  on  before  the  houses  were 
operated  by  Fox  and  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  theatres  was  familiar  with 
the  policy.  He  contended  that  Aaron 
Trosch,  manager  of  the  M.  L.  Annenberg 
properties  in  Milwaukee,  including  the 
Oriental  and  Tower  theatres,  knew  that 
the  practice  was  being  carried  on  but  did 
not  consider  it  of  sufficient  importance  to 
bring  action. 

As  a further  contention  that  such  waiv- 
ing did  not  injure  the  business  of  the 
Oriental  and  Tower,  defense  counsel  set 
fourth  that  72  pictures  had  played  the 
former  house  on  a percentage  basis,  which 
played  the  Downer  at  a flat  fee  basis.  He 
declared  that  if  the  distributors  felt  that 
waiving  availability  in  favor  of  the  Downer 
was  harming  the  Oriental’s  business,  they 
would  not  have  permitted  these  pictures 
to  play  the  later  house  on  percentage. 

The  plaintiff  companies  are  seeking  the 
return  of  approximately  $50,000  allegedly 
paid  to  the  Fox  Wisconsin  company  dur- 

■ ^ 

Parat  Exceptions 
Air  Oct  28 

Chicago  — Federal  Judge  Woodward 
will  hear  Paramount's  exceptions  to  the 
special  master's  report  at  the  federal 
court  here  at  the  old  post  office  building 
on  Monday.  The  report  holds  B&K  and 
Barney  Balaban  in  contempt  for  violation 
of  the  federal  consent  decree  against  the 
Chicago  circuit. 


By  HAL  TATE 

Chicago — William  F.  Rodgers,  general 
sales  manager  of  M-G-M,  told  the  more 
than  200  exhibitors  present  at  the  film 
company’s  luncheon  at  the  Blackstone, 
that  because  of  the  loss  of  the  foreign  mar- 
ket, exhibitors  would  be  requested  to  coop- 
erate with  Metro  and  other  companies  in 
securing  increased  domestic  revenue.  Un- 
less exhibitors  increase  prices  on  top-notch 
product  and  extend  playing  dates  when- 
ever possible,  Rodgers  declared  frankly  it 
would  be  impossible  for  Hollywood  to  keep 
up  the  high  quality  of  motion  pictures. 

The  sales  chief  said  that  the  matter  of 
raised  admission  prices  was,  of  course, 
optional  with  each  exhibitor.  In  cit- 


ing the  three-year  period.  Amount  of  the 
damages,  if  awarded,  are  expected  to  be 
determined  by  the  court. 

Although  Fox’s  contract  for  operation 
of  the  houses  was  to  have  run  five  years, 
it  was  terminated  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  the  plaintiffs  testified,  when  they 
discovered  the  manner  in  which  Fox  had 
been  conducting  the  theatres. 

Harold  J.  Mirisch  has  been  operating 
the  houses,  each  first  runs  in  their  re- 
spective zones,  since  late  in  1937. 


Pre-Trial  Conference 
In  LaCrosse  Action 

Madison,  Wis. — A pre-trial  conference 
was  held  here  in  the  case  of  the  La  Crosse 
Theatres  Co.  against  United  Artists,  20th 
Century-Fox,  Paramount,  Welworth  Thea- 
tre Co.  and  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
Depositions  are  still  being  taken  in  the 
$1,050,000  action,  which  is  expected  to  get 
under  way  in  federal  court  here  Monday. 

The  plaintiff,  operator  of  five  theatres 
in  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  in  its  complaint  filed 
more  than  a year  ago,  charges  the  dis- 
tributing and  exhibiting  companies  named 
with  conspiracy  and  maintaining  a mo- 
nopoly for  the  purpose  of  lessening  com- 
petition and  restraining  interstate  trade. 


Equipment  Dealers  Form 
Protective  Association 

Chicago — A protective  association  was 
formed  by  a group  of  theatre  equipment 
dealers  from  over  the  nation  who  con- 
vened at  the  Congress  Hotel  October  19- 
20-21. 

Chairman-secretary  of  the  new  organ- 
ization— known  as  the  Theatre  Equipment 
Dealers  Protective  Ass’n — is  H.  W.  Graham 
of  Graham  Bros.  Theatre  Equipment,  Den- 
ver, Colo. 


Refused  Theatre  Use 

Carbondale,  III.  — Norman  Thomas, 
Socialist  candidate  for  president,  was  de- 
nied the  use  of  a local  theatre  for  a speech 
when  Mayor  Charles  Johnson  and  Harry 
Gilbert,  commander  of  the  local  American 
Legion  Post,  forced  the  theatre  manage- 
ment to  cancel  the  engagement  and  re- 
fund the  rental  paid  for  the  building. 
Mayor  Johnson,  in  explaining  his  stand 
said:  “In  these  critical  times,  any  offen- 
sive remarks  about  the  government  could 
very  easily  start  rioting.” 


ing  “Boom  Town”  as  a specific  example, 
he  said  that  because  of  the  huge  produc- 
tion costs  involved  and  because  of  the 
quality  of  the  picture  and  its  marquee 
value,  he  felt  that  the  exhibitors  were  jus- 
tified in  charging  higher  admission  prices 
for  the  film.  The  M-G-M  sales  manager 
implied  his  company  will  probably  have 
more  pictures  of  the  “Boom  Town”  type. 

During  the  luncheon,  Rodgers  disclosed 
that  Metro  would  distribute  a government 
picture,  “Land  of  Liberty,”  after  the  first 
of  the  year.  He  said  all  net  profits  of  the 
film,  after  distribution  and  exhibition  ex- 
penses have  been  paid,  would  go  to  char- 
ity. “Land  of  Liberty”  was  shown  at  the 
New  York  World’s  Pair. 

Rodgers  spent  two  days  in  Chicago  be- 
fore continuing  on  to  Hollywood.  He  told 
Boxoffice  he  planned  to  spend  about  10 
days  on  the  coast  before  returning  east. 

In  addition  to  the  two  top  Chicago  ex- 
ecutives, J.  E.  Flynn,  district  manager,  and 
W.  E.  Banford,  resident  manager,  other 
M-G-M  executives  here  were:  Edward 
Saunders,  western  sales  manager;  Sam 
Sherman,  Milwaukee  branch  manager,  and 
Wade  Willman,  Indianapolis  branch  man- 
ager. 

Big  Trade  Turnout 

B&K  and  Publix-Great  States  represen- 
tatives at  the  luncheon  were:  Jack  Wohl, 
Bill  Hollander,  David  Balaban,  Morris 
Leonard,  Jack  Garber,  Frank  Omick,  Abe 
and  Joe  Kaufman,  E.  H.  Keys,  Joe  Stout, 
Lester  Retchin,  Charley  Davidson  and 
Morris  Riedel. 

Representing  Warner  Bros.  Theatres 
were:  Charles  Ryan,  L.  S.  Stein,  P.  E.  Wil- 
liams, Alex  Halperin,  Herb  Wheeler  and 
Harry  Turrell. 

other  Chicago  exhibitors  iiresent  were:  Stanley 
Butte,  Gust  Economy,  Frank  Beres,  Nate  Wolf, 
A1  Itaynter,  Jack  Rose,  Sidney  Harrison,  Carl  and 
Julius ' Goodman,  I.  S.  Stasel,  Charles  Auerbach, 
Frank  Gasiallo,  H.  A.  Hill.  Ben  Lasker,  Joe  Kop- 
pel,  E.  R.  Au.sterlade,  Harry  Reckas,  Norman  Kas- 
sel, James  Booth,  Abe  Feder.  Harold  Abbott, 
John  Milton,  Marvin  Lowenthal,  Sinuel  Roberts. 
Joseph  stern,  H.  Goldson,  Stanley  and  Rube 
Levin,  Victor  Rossnagle,  Samuel  Abrams,  Carl 
Boark,  Saul  Lockwood.  Ed  Mager,  George  Gollos, 
John  Doerr,  Nathan  Gumbiner,  Sidney  Sabatz,  N. 
Rafalski,  Sidney  Mussman,  A.  M.  Kaplan,  S.  B. 
Griever,  Abe  Auerbach,  J.  G.  Engert,  Lou  Rein- 
heimer,  Anna  E.  Remijas,  Irving  Sevin,  Harry 
Solomon,  Sylvester  Skorn,  John  Remijas,  Oscar 
Brotman,  Alvin  S.  Frank,  H.  Goldson,  Raymond 
Goldstein,  Ben  Banowitz,  Edward  Brunell,  G.  P. 
Lauten,  F.  J.  Simes,  S.  J.  Gregory,  J.  J.  Weiss, 
Mort  Goldberg,  Alex  Manta,  A1  Teplitz,  Moe  Lang, 
Jack  Kirsch,  L.  B.  Drell,  David  Gold,  M.  L.  Gum- 
biner, D.  J.  Chrissis,  M.  D.  Zimmerman,  Sol  Best, 
P.  Bland,  A1  Goldson,  Ludwig  Sussman,  John 
Semadalas,  Nate  Joseph,  John  Dakis,  Steven  E. 
Chapin,  A.  R.  Geainnetti,  Charles  Colin,  D.  E. 
Rice,  Elmer  Benesch  and  J.  Krafcisin. 

Out  of  town  exhibitors  present;  Carl  Buermele 
and  Ray  Moon,  Detroit;  Sam  Switow,  Louisville; 
E.  Rubin,  Minneapolis;  John  Adler,  Marshfield, 
Wis.;  Tom  Baker  and  C.  C.  W'allace,  Indianapolis; 
Gus  and  George  Kerasotes,  Springfield,  111. ; Mil- 
ton  Ellis,  Beloit,  Wis.;  D.  F.  Kelliher,  Elkhorn, 
Wis.;  F.  L.  Koppelberger,  La  Crosse,  Wis.;  Ar- 
thur Golubski,  South  Bend,  Ind. ; R.  J.  Whitehead, 
East  Chicago,  Ind.;  H.  A.  Heyer,  Morocco,  Ind.; 
John  Lincoln,  Gary,  Ind.;  Virgil  Shrader  and 
Wayne  Sweeney,  La  Porte,  Ind. ; Tom  Norman, 
Palatine,  111.;  F.  B.  Merritt,  Cuba,  111.;  J.  W.  Ed- 
wards, Aledo,  111.;  Clayton  Jones,  Sheldon,  111.; 
Sam  Tishman,  Wheaton,  111.;  Theodore  Reisch, 
Riverdale,  111.;  George  Kruger,  Hinsdale,  111.;  C. 
R.  Morton,  Skokie,  111.;  L.  G.  Keelen,  Sheffield, 
III.,  and  Sam  Traynor,  Princeton,  111. 


Rossen  Scripting  "Sea  Wolf" 

Hollywood — Robert  Rossen  is  scripting 
“The  Sea  Wolf”  for  Warner  Bros.  Edward 
G.  Robinson,  George  Raft  and  Ida  Lupino 
will  be  featured. 
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Raise  Prices,  Extend 
Time  for  "NWMP" 


Chicago — Confident  in  its  outstanding 
merits,  a number  of  leading  independent 
and  circuit  operators  in  this  section  have 
booked  Paramount’s  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  at  upped  admissions  and  extended 
playing  time. 

They  include  Harold  Fitzgerald,  general 
manager  of  Fox  Wisconsin  Amusement 
Enterprises,  who  has  purchased  the  De- 
Mille  production  for  the  Palace  and  Wis- 
consin in  Milwaukee  and  theatres  in  Mad- 
ison and  Green  Bay,  Wis.;  Fred  Dolle,  for 
the  Rialto,  Louisville  and  Circle  in  Indian- 
apolis; the  entire  Butterfield  circuit  of  over 
100  theatres  in  Michigan,  and  the  Great 
States  circuit  of  Illinois  and  Indiana. 


Premiere  Sidelights: 

Ernest  Byfield  threw  a cocktail  party  for 
the  stars  and  the  press  Wednesday  night 
at  the  Ambassador  East  Hotel. 


Roy  Topper,  promotion  manager  of  the 
Chicago  Herald- American,  ran  “escort” 
contest  in  a Paramount-B&K  tieup  in  con- 
nection with  the  premiere.  Two  young 
men  and  four  girls  were  chosen  as  escorts 
to  the  six  stars.  Winners  were  picked  at 
the  Palmer  House  Tuesday  night. 


Stars  and  Paramount  executives  were 
chauffered  around  town  by  drivers  in 
crimson  “Mounted  Police”  get-up. 


Publicity  stunt  that  got  a nice  play  was 
gag  in  which  Mayor  Kelly  offered  studios 
free  land  in  Chicago  if  they  would  move 
here.  Twenty-one  acre  plot  offered  was 
Ilgair  Park  on  Chicago’s  far  north  side 
and  owned  by  a local  industrialist,  Robert 
A.  Ilg. 


Tickets  for  the  premeire  were  not  only 
sold  at  Chicago  and  State-Lake  but  by 
about  half-a-dozen  other  B&K  houses  as 
well. 


Another  publicity  brain  - child  was 
changing  of  names  of  two  Indian  Chiefs. 
In  keeping  with  the  “colossal”  premiere,  a 
pair  of  Otoowa  Tribe  chieftains,  who  were 
invited  to  Chicago,  changed  names  from 
Chief  Little  Wolf  to  Chief  Big  Wolf  while 
the  other  one  changed  his  name  from 
Chief  Thunder  Cloud  to  Chief  Thunder 
Storm. 


BStK  Television  Studio 
OHices  Are  Moved 

Chicago — Balaban  & Katz  have  moved 
the  offices  of  their  new  television  station 
to  the  12th  floor  of  the  State-Lake  Theatre 
Building.  New  broadcasting  studios  will 
also  be  located  there.  A.  H.  Brolly,  for- 
merly an  engineer  with  Farnsworth  and 
Philco  in  Philadelphia,  has  been  appointed 
chief  engineer  of  the  station  and  will  re- 
port directly  to  Bill  Eddy,  manager.  Also 
added  to  the  new  station’s  staff  are  R. 
Werrenrath,  who  will  be  an  assistant  to 
both  Eddy  and  Brolly,  and  Miss  Helen 
Wesco,  who  has  been  appointed  secretary 
to  Eddy. 

B&K  was  recently  granted  a construction 
permit  for  a television  relay  station, 
W9XBP.  Work  is  now  progressing  on  the 
equipment. 


0 --- " ==^ 

"After  Mein  Kampf"  Is 
Banned  in  Chicago 

Chicago — The  local  censor  board  has 
banned  "After  Mein  Kampf,"  British-made 
film.  Lieutenant  Costello  of  the  board 
told  BOXOFFICE  the  picture  was  banned 
because  it  is  “too  brutal"  and  contains 
too  much  shooting.  Melvin  Hirsch  of 
Crystal  Pictures  who  was  in  Chicago  con- 
ferring with  Henri  Elman,  president  of  the 
Capitol-Monogram  exchange  here,  said 
he  contemplated  court  action  to  reverse 
the  censor  board's  decision. 

$15,000  in  Back  Pay 
To  Projectionisls 

St.  Louis — Members  of  Local  143  are  to 
receive  approximately  $15,000  in  back  pay 
from  the  St,  Louis  Amusement  Co.,  under 
the  provisions  of  an  amendment  to  the 
contract  between  the  union  and  the  com- 
pany, according  to  an  announcement  made 
by  Robert  Tomsen,  business  agent  for  the 
union.  Tomsen  said  that  the  amended 
contract  has  been  signed  by  both  parties 
and  will  remain  in  effect  for  three  years. 

Under  the  contract  as  originally  signed 
several  weeks  ago,  it  was  provided  that  the 
projectionists  employed  by  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.,  were  to  be  granted  gradu- 
ated wage  increases  over  a period  of  three 
years.  This  clause  has  now  been  elimi- 
nated in  favor  of  the  provision  for  the 
payment  of  $15,000  in  back  pay,  Tomsen 
said. 

Tomsen  also  revealed  negotiations  be- 
tween Local  143  and  a committee  repre- 
senting the  independent  theatre  owners  of 
St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis  county,  have 
reached  a successful  conclusion  and  that 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  exhibitors  will 
ratify  the  new  agreement  at  a meeting  to 
be  held  some  time  this  week.  The  agree- 
ment continues  the  old  contract  that  ex- 
pired August  31  for  another  year. 


■yiSITORS:  HariT  Van  Noy,  Paramount, 
Anderson;  Joe  Woods,  Community, 
Morgantown;  William  Studebaker,  Logan, 
Logansport;  Joe  Schilling,  Auditorium, 
Connersville ; Billy  Connors  and  wife. 
Paramount,  Marion;  Red  Massey,  State, 
Worthington;  Douglass  Haney,  Albion,  Al- 
bion; Harmon  Allison,  Ritz,  Mooresville; 
A.  McCarty,  Roxy,  Pendleton;  E.  K. 
Crouch,  Palace,  Fairmount;  Mrs.  Nelle 
Orr,  Speedway,  Speedway  City;  John  Micu, 
State,  Fort  Wayne;  George  Mailers,  Grand, 
Bluff  ton;  Mannie  Marcus,  Eastern,  Fort 
Wayne;  Wallace  Furnas,  Browny,  Browns- 
burg;  Robert  Harned,  Charleston,  Charles- 
town; Frank  Reimer,  Quimby  Theatres, 
Fort  Wayne:  Joe  Finneran,  Elwood,  El- 
wood;  Max  Page,  State,  Greenfield;  J.  B. 
Sconce,  Playhouse,  Edinburg;  C.  E.  Rog- 
ers, Rio,  Columbus;  Roy  E.  Harrold,  Prin- 
cess, Rushville;  Nate  Blank,  Orpheum, 
Terre  Haute;  T.  N.  Luckett,  Dream,  French 
Lick;  D.  G.  Steinkamp,  English,  English; 
Roger  Ludy,  Hines,  Portland;  Ferd  Nessel, 
State,  Anderson:  John  Doerr,  Alliance 
Theatre  Corp.,  Chicago;  Mrs.  Ethel  Luck- 
ett, Indiana,  Scottsburg;  A1  Wingate,  Old 
Trails;  K.  E.  Maurice,  Wabash,  Clinton. 

The  family  of  Don  Wright,  manager  of 
the  Rivoli,  was  visited  last  week  by  a 


Hemorrhage  Fatal  to 
Michael  A.  Switow 

Louisville — Michael  A.  Switow,  a pio- 
neer in  exhibition  and  operator  of  a chain 
of  theatres  in  Indiana  and  Kentucky  with 
his  sons,  died  last  Saturday  at  his  home 
here  of  a cerebral  hemorrhage.  In  fail- 
ing health  since  he  suffered  a stroke  six 
years  ago,  Switow,  who  was  76  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  recovered  sufficiently  to  re- 
sume charge  of  his  theatrical  enterprises. 
He  suffered  another  stroke  three  years  ago 
and  another  last  June. 

Switow  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
from  Warsaw  49  years  ago,  and  after  a 
number  of  varied  occupations  as  ditch 
digger,  dish  washer  and  glass  ware  peddler, 
he  moved  to  Shelbyville,  Ind.,  where  he 
opened  a confectionery.  It  was  while  on 
a vacation  in  Chicago  that  he  saw  his  first 
western  in  a nickelodeon  and  became  in- 
terested in  the  show  business. 

Contacting  Carl  Laemmle,  who  then  was 
a dealer  in  the  equipment,  he  bought  a pro- 
jection machine  for  $100  and  100  chairs  at 
$3  each,  and  converted  his  Shelbyville  shop 
into  a confectionery  by  day  and  a 5-cent 
picture  house  by  night.  After  his  first 
night’s  receipts  of  $68,  he  decided  to  turn 
his  entire  attention  to  the  business  of  mo- 
tion pictures. 

F^’om  this  modest  beginning,  the  Switow 
chain  developed  to  a point  where  it  now 
operates  in  Shelbyville,  Washington,  Salem, 
Anderson,  Seymour  and  New  Albany,  in 
Indiana,  and  in  Louisville  and  Lexington, 
in  Kentucky.  A number  of  the  33  theatres 
Switow  launched  he  sold  after  they  became 
successful. 

Known  for  many  private  and  public 
philanthropies,  Switow  built  the  syna- 
gogue and  community  house  of  the  Con- 
gregation Adath  Jeshurun.  He  was  also 
a member  of  the  Masons  and  the  Scottish 
Rite. 

Surviving  Switow  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  An- 
nie Switow;  three  sons,  Samuel  J.,  Harry 
R.,  and  Fred  T.,  all  associated  with  him  in 
Switow  & Sons,  and  two  daughters. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Monday  at 
the  Temple  Adath  Jeshurim. 


stork  with  highly  coincidental  tendencies. 
Thursday  at  8:30  a.  m.  Mr.  Stork  left  a 
six-pound,  five-ounce  hoy  at  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital  for  Mrs.  Wright;  an  hour  and  a 
half  earlier  he  had  brought  a five-pound, 
four-ounce  boy  to  the  same  hospital  for 
Mrs.  John  Clemo  Oliver.  Mrs.  Oliver  and 
Mrs.  Wright  shared  the  same  room  since 
the  latter  is  Mr.  Oliver’s  sister.  Both 
mothers  are  named  Dorothy  and  both  boys 
will  be  named  after  their  fathers.  The 
Wrights  and  Olivers  live  just  two  houses 
apart  also. 

All  the  Bob  Hope  pictures  are  getting  a 
big  play  at  the  Cantor  theatres.  The 
Emerson  and  Esquire  are  bringing  back 
“The  Big  Broadcast  of  1938”  and  the 
Sheridan  is  playing  “Some  Like  It  Hot.” 
Cantor  audiences  recently  chose  Hope  as 
their  favorite  star,  and  Joe  Cantor  imme- 
diately bought  up  as  many  Hope  films  as 
he  could. 

Joe  Coffey,  manager  of  the  Paramount, 
will  distribute  comic  books  to  the  kiddies 
each  Sunday  between  1:15  and  2:15  p.  m. 
. . . Mrs.  Dorothy  Landsdorffer  is  planning 
to  reopen  her  Haven  at  New  Haven  in  the 
near  future  after  a shutdown  of  several 
months. 
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Several  Metro  Promotions 
In  Chicago.  Milwaukee 

Chicago — J.  E.  Flynn,  M-G-M  district 
manager,  last  week  announced  several 
promotions  in  the  company’s  Chicago  and 
Milwaukee  offices.  John  Kemptgen,  with 
M-G-M  as  office  manager  for  21  years, 
was  appointed  to  the  Chicago  sales  staff 
under  Walter  E.  Banford,  resident  man- 
ager. Succeeding  Kemptgen  as  Chicago 
office  manager  will  be  Joseph  Imhoff,  Mil- 
waukee manager  with  M-G-M  approxi- 
mately 15  years.  Prior  to  becoming  office 
manager,  Imhoff  was  booker  in  the  Mil- 
waukee office. 

Joseph  McMahon,  in  the  Chicago  office 
since  1938,  was  appointed  Milwaukee  of- 
fice manager.  He  joined  the  Metro  or- 
ganization in  1930  in  the  home  office  and 
in  1934  was  transferred  to  the  New  York 
exchange.  He  was  in  Milwaukee  for  two 
years  prior  to  his  working  in  the  Chicago 
office. 

Joseph  Kelliher  has  been  promoted  from 
booking  clerk  to  succeed  McMahon  as 
booker  in  the  Chicago  office.  Kelliher 
came  to  M-G-M  in  1936  as  a clerk  in  the 
accounting  department. 


Hesseldenz  at  Helm  of 
Ritz  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — After  a final  dress  re- 
hearsal last  Friday,  the  Ritz  here  was 
opened  Saturday  following  a two-month 
period  of  darkness. 

Robert  Hesseldenz,  who  built  up  the 
Uptown  Theatre  as  a rendezvous  for  chil- 
dren, is  at  the  Ritz  helm.  For  nearly  ten 
years  he  was  manager  and  owner  of  the 
Uptown  during  which  time  he  entertained 
1,200,000  kid  patrons.  Bob  received  many 
letters,  telegrams  and  phone  calls  welcom- 
ing him  back  to  a neighborhood  house  he 
once  before  had  managed.  Most  of  the 
congratulations  came  from  North  Side 
mothers  and  women’s  organizations. 


I-I  Theatres  Will  Hold 
Jobs  lor  Conscriptees 

Chicago — Indiana-Illinois  Theatres,  Inc., 
have  guaranteed  all  employes  that  in  the 
event  they  are  called  or  volunteer  for 
military  service,  their  job  will  be  waiting 
for  them  when  they  come  back.  Indiana- 
Illinois  will  also  give  all  employes  in  mili- 
tary service  two  weeks’  salary  on  their 
departure  as  well  as  continuing  their  group 
insurance  payments  during  their  absence. 


Koehler  Adds  Two 

Milwaukee — C.  D.  Koehler,  Astor  Pic- 
tures franchise  holder  here,  has  acquired 
distribution  rights  in  the  territory  on 
“Vengeance  of  the  Deep’’  and  King  Vidor’s 
“Hell’s  Crossroads.” 

fr  ■■■ 

Circuit's  Booker  Fills 
In  on  Stage 

St.  Charles,  111. — When  the  Arcada 
Theatre,  Anderson  circuit  house  here, 
which  plays  vaudeville  weekends,  was 
short  an  act  recently.  Manager  Glen 
Lekander  concocted  one  for  the  news- 
paper ads.  It  was:  "The  Old  Maid's  De- 
light— starring  Roland  Herbertess  Viner." 
Viner  is  booker  for  the  Anderson  circuit. 


■yNIVERSAL  had  an  exhibitors  screening 
last  Tuesday  at  the  Esquire  on  Gloria 
Jean’s  new  picture,  “A  Little  Bit  of 
Heaven”  ...  John  Balaban  celebrated 
his  birthday  at  Henrici’s  Oct.  15  . . . Lillian 
Gish,  starred  in  “Life  With  Father,”  cele- 
brated her  birthday  a day  earlier,  Oct.  14. 
Incidentally,  Miss  Gish  went  out  to  Hines 
Hospital  recently  and  distributed  candy  to 
the  war  vets  there  in  celebration  of 
“Sweetest  Day.” 

Republican  Central  Committee  of  Cook 
county  (Chicago)  took  display  space  in 
dailies  to  advertise  a free  campaign  film. 
Film,  which  was  first  banned  and  later 
okayed  by  the  censor  board,  is  actually 
three  shorts.  First,  ‘‘We,  the  People,” 
shows  Willkie’s  nomination  for  president. 
Another,  ‘‘The  Truth  About  Taxes,”  shows 
the  mounting  national  debt.  The  third, 
‘‘Illinois  at  Elwood”  shows  Willkie  criti- 
cizing the  Kelly-Rash  machine.  The  en- 
tire picture,  which  lasts  a half  hour,  is 
being  shown  in  rented  quarters  at  225  N. 
Michigan  Ave. 

Irving  Pearlman,  assistant  booker  at  Es- 
saness,  booked  a new  “short  subject”  Octo- 
ber 15.  New  “production”  was  baby  daugh- 
ter, Roberta  May,  who  weighed  7 pounds, 
141/2  ounces,  when  making  debut  at  Mt. 
Sinai  Hospital  . . . Fritz  Blocki,  publicity 
director  for  Oriental  Theatre,  is  “doub- 
ling” as  producer  of  new  NBC  show,  “Your 
Dream  Has  Come  True.”  In  past  Fritz 
produced  “The  Court  of  Missing  Heirs”  and 
“Captain  Midnight”  . . . Clifton  Fadiman, 
m.  c.  of  RKO’s  “Information  Please”  series, 
lectured  on  “Inside  Radio”  at  Orchestra 
Hall  last  Friday. 

John  Balaban  sent  a letter  to  all  B&K 
pass-holders  to  the  effect  that  because 
of  a special  arrangement  with  United 
Artists,  no  free  ducats  will  be  honored  at 
the  Apollo  and  Roosevelt  during  the  ru7i 
of  ‘‘The  Great  Dictator”  . . . Howard  Vin- 
cent O’Brien,  probably  Chicago’s  most 
popular  columnist,  gave  Pare  Lorentz’s 
movie,  ‘‘The  Fight  for  Life”  a terrific  send- 
off  in  his  Daily  News  column.  O’Brien 
protested  the  censor  board’s  banning  of  the 
film. 

Hail  Columbia!  Arthur  Schneider,  treas- 
urer for  Columbia  Pictures,  and  his  wife; 
Joseph  Friedman,  European  supervisor,  and 
Leo  Jaffee,  assistant  to  treasurer,  all 
trained  in  here  recently  before  continuing 
on  to  New  York. 

L.  C.  Worley,  city  manager  for  Publix- 
Great  States  Theatres  in  Peoria,  and  his 
wife,  back  after  vacation  trip  to  Holly- 
wood . . . Jack  Garber  of  B&K  publicity 
department  did  a nice  job  for  the  mid- 
western  premiere  of  the  all-colored  picture, 
‘‘While  Thousands  Cheer,”  at  the  Regal 
Friday  night. 

Metro  Notes:  Bill  Potts,  checking  super- 
visior  at  M-G-M,  and  Ruth  Hinz,  secre- 
tary to  Bill  Bishop,  who  were  recently 
married,  are  deferring  their  honeymoon 
till  next  year.  Couple  have  taken  an  apart- 
ment on  the  north  side  . . . Clarence 
Shapiro,  midwest  talent  scout  for  Metro, 
is  author  of  a new  book,  “I  Scout  for  the 
Movies,”  published  by  A.  Kroch  and  Son 
. . . Bill  Bishop,  chief  M-G-M  exploiteer 
here,  getting  up  promotional  piece  on  two- 
reel  short,  “Eyes  of  the  Navy,”  which  will 
be  released  instead  of  a “Crime  Does  Not 
Pay”  short. 

Ben  Burns  of  Consolidated  Book  Pub- 
lishers has  a new  cook  book  deal  whereby 


books  are  given  free  to  theatre  patrons. 
In  the  past  customers  had  to  pay  small 
handling  charges  . . . During  the  run  of 
‘‘The  Great  Dictator”  at  the  Apollo,  Jimmy 
Thompson,  manager  of  the  Garrick,  will 
be  co-manager  of  the  Apollo  with  Sam 
Soible.  Phil  Solomon,  who  is  at  the  Apollo, 
will  manage  the  Garrick  . . . Edward  Gol- 
den, general  sales  manager  for  Monogram, 
at  the  Congress  Hotel  for  a week. 

Herb  Elisburg  is  playing  A1  Dezel’s 
“Leopard  Men  of  Africa”  at  his  Studio 
Theatre  . . . Laurel  & Hardy  guested  on 
Hal  Tate’s  “Movie  Tattler”  show  . . . Bobby 
Jordan  will  be  a guest  star  on  November 
3 . . . Art  Catlin  held  a trade  screening 
of  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad”  at  the  Esquire 
. . . Louella  Parsons’  troupe  is  en  route  to 
New  York.  Included  in  the  party  were 
Miss  Parson’s  husband.  Dr.  Harry  Martin, 
Sabu,  Binnie  Barnes  and  bridegroom  Mike 
Frankovitch,  Brenda  Joyce,  Bill  Orr,  Wil- 
liam Stack  and  Ilona  Massey.  The  Par- 
sons unit,  booked  by  MCA,  opens  at  the 
Chicago  November  8. 

Jack  Lieberthal,  formerly  owner  of  the 
Lyric  Theatre  and  now  with  Joe  Gold- 
berg, Inc.,  will  be  married  November  3 to 
Cecille  Mann,  a dress  designer.  The  newly- 
weds are  planning  a New  York  honeymoon 
. . . Dave  Katz  of  Hollywood  Advertising 
had  his  cute  three-year -old  daughter, 
Linda,  on  Filmrow,  while  the  frau  did 
some  shopping  . . . Edna  Frank,  M-G-M 
booker,  and  Bob  Elsas,  poster  clerk,  at- 
tended the  M-G-M  Victory  Dinner  in  De- 
troit Saturday  night.  Pair  were  winners  in 
their  respective  divisions  in  the  summer 
J.  E.  Flynn  drive. 

Bruce  Godshaw,  ex-exhibitor,  is  now 
associated  with  Henri  Elman  on  “Souls 
in  Pawn.”  Picture  is  establishing  record 
six-week  run  at  the  Gem. 


Receives  Contract  Bids 

St.  Louis — Walter  Thimmig,  owner  of 
the  McNair,  has  received  bids  from  con- 
tractors on  plans  for  extensive  alterations 
to  the  theatre. 
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CHICAGO  MOTION  PICTURE  BOWLING  LEAGUE 

Season  1940-1941 


HENRY  PORTER.  President 

DATE  ALLEYS  23-24 


Sept. 

18,  NO 

Paramount  vs.  United  Artists 

Sept. 

25. 

'40 

National  Screen  vs.  20th-Fox 

Oct. 

2. 

'40 

Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  Republic 

Oct. 

9. 

■40 

Metro  vs.  National  Screen 

Oct. 

16, 

'40 

Universal  vs.  Paramount 

Oct. 

23,  '40 

United  Artists  vs.  Metro 

Oct. 

30. 

'40 

Republic  vs.  Universal 

Nov. 

6, 

'40 

Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  Nat’l  Screen 

Nov. 

13, 

’40 

United  Artists  vs.  Republic 

Nov. 

20. 

'40 

NO 

Nov. 

27. 

'40 

Universal  vs.  Metro 

Dec. 

4, 

'40 

Paramount  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 

Dec. 

11, 

'40 

Metro  vs.  20th  Century-Pox 

Dec. 

18. '40 

Republic  vs.  Paramount 

Dec. 

25,  '40 

NO 

Jan. 

1.  '41 

NO 

Jan. 

8.  '41 

20th-Fox  vs.  United  Artists 

Jan. 

15.  ’41 

Republic  vs.  Metro 

Jan. 

22. ’41 

Universal  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 

Jan. 

29. 

'41 

20th  Century-Fo.x  vs.  Paramount 

Feh. 

5. 

’41 

United  Artists  vs.  Universal 

Feb. 

12, 

'41 

National  Screen  vs.  Republic 

Feb. 

19. 

'41 

Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  20th-Fox 

Feb. 

26, 

’41 

Paramount  vs.  National  Screen 

Mar. 

5. 

'41 

20th  Century-Fox  vs.  Universal 

Mar. 

12. 

'41 

Metro  vs.  Paramount 

Mar. 

19. 

'41 

Nat’l  Screen  vs.  United  Artists 

Mar. 

26. 

'41 

Republic  vs.  20th  Century-Fox 

Apr. 

2,  '41 

United  Art.  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 

Apr. 

9,  '41 

Universal  vs.  National  Screen 

Apr. 

16. 

'41 

Film  Chauffeurs  vs,  Metro 

HOWARD  DeTAMBLE, 
ALLEYS  25-26 
Metro  vs.  Republic 
Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  Universal 
Paramount  vs.  20th-Fox 
Universal  vs.  United  Artists 
Republic  vs.  National  Screen 
20th-Fox  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 
Nat’l  Screen  vs.  Paramount 
Universal  vs.  20th-Fox 
Paramount  vs.  Metro 
BOWLING 

United  Artists  vs.  Nat’l  Screen 
20th  Century-Fox  vs.  Republic 
Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  United  Art. 
National  Screen  vs.  Universal 
BOWLING 
BOWLING 

Metro  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 
United  Artists  vs.  Paramount 
20th-Fox  vs.  National  Screen 
Republic  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 
National  Screen  vs.  Metro 
Paramount  vs.  Universal 
Metro  vs.  United  Artists 
Universal  vs.  Republic 
Nat’l  Screen  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 
Republic  vs.  United  Artists 
Metro  vs.  Universal 
Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  Paramount 
20th  Century-Fox  vs.  Metro 
Paramount  vs.  Republic 
United  Artists  vs.  20th-Fox 


Secretary 

ALLEYS  27-28 

Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  Nat’l  Screen 
United  Artists  vs.  Republic 
Universal  vs.  Metro 
Paramount  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 
Metro  vs.  20th  Century-Fox 
Republic  vs.  Paramount 
20th-Fox  vs.  United  Artists 
Metro  vs.  Republic 
Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  Universal 
THIS 

Paramount  vs.  20th-Fox 
Universal  vs.  United  Artists 
Republic  vs.  National  Screen 
20th-Fox  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 
THIS 
THIS 

National  Screen  vs.  Paramount 
20th  Century-Fox  vs.  Universal 
Metro  vs.  Paramount 
Nat'l  Screen  vs.  United  Artists 
Republic  vs.  20th  Century-Fox 
United  Art.  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 
Universal  vs.  National  Screen 
Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  Metro 
United  Artists  vs.  Paramount 
20th-Fox  vs.  National  Screen 
Republic  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 
National  Screen  vs.  Metro 
Paramount  vs.  Universal 
Metro  vs.  United  Artists 
Universal  vs.  Republic 


CHRIST  OTTO,  Treasurer 
ALLEYS  29-30 

Universal  vs.  20th  Century-Fox 
Paramount  vs.  Metro 
United  Artists  vs.  Nat'l  Screen 
20th  Century-Fox  vs.  Republic 
Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  United  Art. 
National  Screen  vs.  Universal 
Metro  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 
Paramount  vs.  United  Artists 
Nat’l  Screen  vs.  20th-Fox 
WEEK 

Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  Republic 
Metro  vs.  National  Screen 
Universal  vs.  Paramount 
United  Artists  vs.  Metro 
WEEK 
WEEK 

Republic  vs.  Universal 
Nat’l  Screen  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 
Republic  vs.  United  Artists 
Metro  vs.  Universal 
Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  Paramount 
20th  Century-Fox  vs.  Metro 
Paramount  vs.  Republic 
United  Artists  vs.  20th-Fox 
Republic  vs.  Metro 
Universal  vs.  Film  Chauffeurs 
20th-Fox  vs.  Paramount 
United  Artists  vs.  Universal 
National  Screen  vs.  Republic 
Film  Chauffeurs  vs.  20th-Fox 
Paramount  vs.  National  Screen 


((  ■ 

: SPRINGFIELD  ; 

■■  — j 

T D.  PETTY,  for  the  past  three  years  as- 
^ sistant  manager  at  the  Fox-Lincoln,  has 
been  transferred  to  Belleville,  111.,  where 
he  will  be  assistant  to  Phil  Hill,  city  man- 
ager, and  will  be  house  manager  of  the 
Illinois  Theatre.  Ray  Coe,  chief  of  serv- 
ice at  the  Fox-Lincoln  for  the  past  11 
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years,  has  been  promoted  to  assistant 
manager  at  the  Fox-Lincoln. 

The  $4,000  Fox-Midwest  Neon  truck 
currently  being  used  in  exploiting  “The 
Ramparts  We  Watch”  will  visit  Spring- 
field  to  promote  the  showing  of  the  pic- 
ture at  the  Fox-Lincoln. 

Dominic  Frisina,  head  of  the  Frisina 
Amusement  Co.,  has  his  new  shotgim  all 
set  for  the  quail  season  . . . James  Giganti, 
doorman  for  many  years  at  the  Tivoli,  is 
the  new  house  manager  at  the  theatre 
which  opened  last  week  doing  good  busi- 
ness after  being  thoroughly  touched  up. 
The  house  had  been  closed  throughout  the 
summer. 

Max  Tschauder,  city  manager  for  the 
Frisina  Amusement  Co.,  is  worried  about 
conscription.  Three  of  his  house  managers 
are  subject  to  be  called  away  for  a year’s 
training.  He’s  wondering  what  to  do  if 
they’re  all  called  at  once. 

M.  E.  Berman,  manager  of  the  Orpheum, 
took  Lum  ’n’  Abner  on  a tour  of  the  city’s 
historical  shrines  when  they  were  in  the 
city  to  make  a stage  appearance  at  his 
theatre. 

Patrons  of  the  Senate  were  given  a piece 
of  red  string  when  they  entered  the  theatre 
and  told  “It’s  explained  on  the  screen.” 
Between  features  an  announcement  said 
to  tie  the  string  around  their  index  finger 
— to  remind  them  to  see  “I  Love  You 
Again,”  coming  attraction.  The  janitor 
was  the  only  one  who  didn’t  like  the  stunt. 


/-/  Transfers  Follow 
Wheeler's  Departure 

Chicago — Indiana-Illinois  Theatres  have 
transferred  several  managers  following  the 
resignation  of  Ray  Wheeler,  manager  of 
the  Roxy,  La  Porte,  Ind.,  to  become  man- 
ager of  the  Granada,  South  Bend,  now  be- 
ing operated  by  Publix-Great  States. 

Bud  Borns,  formerly  at  the  Capitol, 
Whiting,  succeeds  Wheeler,  while  Murray 
Ross,  formerly  manager  of  the  Forsythe, 
East  Chicago,  succeeds  Borns.  Ray  Kel- 
son has  been  promoted  to  the  manager- 
ship of  the  Forsythe. 


P J.  WEISFELDT  promoted  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Marquette  University  foot- 
ball eleven  and  band  on  his  stage  one 
night  last  week  . . . Jack  Thoma,  Colum- 
bia exploiteer,  was  a recent  visitor  . . . Pat 
O’Brien  has  notified  the  Marquette  home- 
coming committee  that  he  will  be  present 
for  the  festivities  in  connection  with  the 
Michigan  State  game  November  16. 

Preston  Foster,  Robert  Preston  and 
Lynne  Overman  were  slated  for  personal 
appearances  in  connection  with  the  open- 
ing October  25  of  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  at  Fox’s  Wiscoiism  and  Palace 
theatres  here  . . . Warner’s  Venetian  in 
Racine  is  presenting  a series  of  Saturday 
night  programs  featuring  Ray  Gruis, 
WRJN  organist. 

Life  Newsreels  is  shooting  local  shots  in 
Oshkosh  for  showing  at  the  Oshkosh 
Theatre  . . . Jack  Yeo,  operator  of  the 
Plaza  at  Burlington,  conducted  a fashion 
show  on  his  stage  in  cooperation  with 
local  merchants  and  station  WRJN. 


Essaness  Ties  With  Packer 
For  Quiz  at  Five  Houses 

Chicago — Essaness  Theatres  have  com- 
pleted a tieup  with  Oscar  Mayer  & Co., 
local  meat  packers,  to  conduct  “Little  Os- 
car Quiz  Shows”  at  the  American,  Broad- 
way, Strand,  Crown  and  Town  theatres. 
Announcers  with  portable  microphones 
query  patrons  and  award  hams,  bacon, 
sausage  and  other  products  to  the  persons 
answering  questions  correctly. 

The  first  of  the  quiz  shows  was  held 
at  the  American  Theatre  Thursday  and 
Friday.  Norman  Kassel  and  Bob  Montgom- 
ery of  the  Essaness  publicity  department 
made  the  tie-up  for  the  circuit. 


Rites  for  Kalbfell 

St.  Louis — Fimeral  services  for  Howard 
T.  Kalbfell,  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
Pauline  and  Robin  theatres,  who  died  from 
a heart  attack  at  his  home,  were  held 
October  19.  Interment  was  in  Friedens 
Cemetery.  Kalbfell  was  40  years  of  age. 
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Kansas  Independents 
To  Meet  on  Nov.  14 

Abilene,  Kas. — The  newly-formed  Kan- 
sas Independent  Theatre  Owners  will  hold 
its  first  business  session  here  November  14, 
President  H.  F.  Strowig,  who  operates  the 
local  Plaza  and  Lyric,  announces. 

The  meeting  will  be  a social  as  well  as 
business  affair,  and  exhibitors  may  bring 
their  wives.  If  a good  picture  can  be  se- 
cured, the  association  will  have  a screen- 
ing in  the  afternoon,  followed  by  a busi- 
ness session,  and  then  a dinner  and  social 
get-together  in  the  evening. 

The  new  association  does  not  represent 
any  effort  to  pull  away  from  the  Kansas- 
Missouri  Theatres  Ass’n,  to  which  organi- 
zation most  of  those  in  the  new  group 
belong,  Strowig  says.  The  movement  for 
a Kansas  group  was  initiated  by  several 
of  the  exhibitors  in  the  west  and  north- 
west parts  of  the  state,  since  they  seldom 
are  able  to  get  to  Kansas  City  where  the 
conventions  of  the  KMTA  usually  are  held. 

Other  officers  of  the  new  association 
are:  Merle  Swank,  Nova,  Stockton,  vice- 
president;  Ralph  Lamed,  Paramount,  La- 
crosse, secretary,  and  Mrs.  Kate  Blair, 
Blair,  Belleville,  treasurer. 

Directors  include  J.  E.  Pennington,  Cozy, 
Topeka;  Warren  Weber,  Pix,  St.  John; 
Roy  Culley,  Pastime,  Medicine  Lodge, 
and  Ralph  Winship,  Majestic,  Phillipsburg. 

Shutdown  Threat  Against 
Rental  Demands  Fades 

Minneapolis — The  threatened  mass 
closing  of  theatres  in  protest  against  new- 
season  film  rental  demands  definitely  has 
been  abandoned  by  Twin  City  indepen- 
dent exhibitors.  But  Northwest  Allied  lead- 
ers still  are  claiming  that  a number  of 
showhouses  will  be  forced  to  close  down 
unless  relief  from  the  distributors  is  forth- 
coming or  business  takes  a decided  turn 
for  the  better  soon. 

Sol  Lebedoff,  Northwest  Allied  treasurer 
and  executive  committee  member,  who  ad- 
vocated the  mass  closing,  says  he’s  hope- 
ful that  no  drastic  action  of  any  sort  will 
be  necessary.  He  believes  that  distribu- 
tors “are  beginning  to  see  the  light”  and 
will  revise  their  rental  demands  in  line 
with  current  boxoffice  and  theatre  operat- 
ing conditions. 

One  of  the  things  which  deterred  mass 
closing  of  the  theatres,  it’s  understood, 
was  an  opinion  from  Northwest  Allied’s 
legal  advisers  that  such  action  might  be 
construed  as  a violation  of  the  anti-trust 
law.  It  would  smack  of  a conspiracy  in 
restraint  of  trade,  according  to  the  law- 
yers’ belief.  However,  distributors  here 
always  scoffed  at  the  idea  that  any  con- 
siderable number  of  exhibitors  would  join 
in  any  move  for  wholesale  closing  of  the 
theatres  and  they  at  all  times  were  con- 
fident that  nothing  would  come  of  the 
threat. 

Among  the  local  trade  generally  there 
now  seems  to  be  a desife  to  bring  about 
closer  cooperation  between  exhibitors  and 
distributors  and  more  harmony  in  the  in- 
dustry. Even  the  more  belligerent  North- 
west Allied  leaders  do  not  feel  that  the 
present  is  the  time  for  any  internal  fight 
and  they  are  talking  “peace”  and  extend- 
ing the  olive  branch  to  distributors. 


King  Directing  Power 

Hollywood — Henry  King  is  directing 
“Down  to  the  Sea  in  Ships,”  20th-Fox’s 
forthcoming  Tyrone  Power  starrer. 


r,  

Probably  a Trend 
Of  the  Times 

Lincoln — The  amusement  business  was 
perturbed  this  week  to  find  the  state 
tax  commissioner  reporting  radios  and 
radio  equipment  in  Nebraska  had 
dropped  in  evaluation  from  $2,000,000 
to  $1,700,000  from  1939  to  1940,  which 
may  or  may  not  be  a boon  to  the  film 
game. 

However,  the  biggest  increase  in  evalu- 
ations was  in  firearms,  a jump  of  twice 
the  size  of  the  previous  year. 

It  appears  the  menfolk  are  combining 
business  with  pleasure,  the  shooting  sport 
being  used  to  better  the  marksmanship 
of  those  who  feel  conscription  just 
around  the  corner. 

^ 

Army  Cantonment 
Stirs  Lineville 


Lineville,  Ia. — Boom  fever  is  beginning 
to  register  here  and  across  the  state  line 
in  South  Lineville,  Mo.,  as  a result  of  the 
start  of  preliminary  work  on  the  nine- 
million-dollar  United  States  army  canton- 
ment to  be  established  in  Decatur  and 
Wayne  counties. 

Increased  business  in  connection  with 
the  construction  and  following  that  the 
extra-camp  activities  will  be  “a  wonder- 
ful thing  for  Lineville,”  says  Mayor  G. 
W.  Molleston.  “We  will  have  a continual 
stream  of  people  coming  in  and  out  of 
here — visitors,  workers  and  army  men — 
and  most  of  them  will  need  food,  a place 
to  eat  and  sleep,  and  entertainment.” 

The  300-seat  Rialto  here  is  not  expect- 
ed to  be  adequate  to  handle  increased 
business  in  the  entertainment  field,  and 
Mayor  Molleston  already  is  promising  that 
a second  film  house  will  be  constructed. 

Indicative  of  prospective  activity  here, 
says  the  mayor,  is  the  fact  that  within 
Lineville  eight  pieces  of  land  were  sold 
during  the  last  week  for  a total  of  about 
$10,000. 

Up  in  Leon,  la. — at  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  the  camp  area — residents  are  ex- 
pressing disappointment  because  head- 
quarters for  the  new  cantonment,  sched- 
uled to  be  the  largest  in  the  seventh  corps 
area,  will  be  in  Lineville,  but  they  are 
confident  that  Leon  business,  including 
J.  E.  Michael’s  Strand  Theatre,  will  share 
in  the  benefits. 

Monday  more  than  600  persons  from  out 
of  town  were  registered  for  work  at  the 
office  of  the  Iowa  state  employment  ser- 
vice there.  That  office,  open  only  one 
afternoon  a week  for  the  last  two  years, 
is  now  open  full  time. 

Blank  Goes  East  for 
Defense  Conferences 

Des  Moines — A.  H.  Blank,  president  of 
the  Tri-States  and  Central  States  circuits, 
took  off  Tuesday  for  Chicago  and  New 
York  for  conferences  in  connection  with 
his  job  of  co-ordinating  the  industry  with 
Uncle  Sam’s  booming  defense  program. 


Lloyd  Nolan  Has  Lead 

Hollywood — Republic  has  signed  Lloyd 
Nolan  for  the  male  lead  in  “The  Flagpole 
Needs  a Flag.”  Joseph  Santley  will  direct. 


Admission  Drop  Trend 
Alarms  Twin  Cities 


Minneapolis — There’s  genuine  alarm  in 
the  trade  here  because  of  the  slashing  in 
admission  prices  by  de  luxe  independent 
neighborhood  houses  in  the  Twin  Cities 
coincident  with  grosses  hitting  new  bot- 
toms. More  and  more  theatres  are  drop- 
ping from  28  to  25  cents,  especially  in  the 
less  prosperous  sections. 

Cooler  heads  among  the  exhibitors  are 
trying  to  stem  the  trend  toward  lower 
admissions.  They  believe  that  theatre 
grosses  are  now  at  their  worst  and  that  a 
rise  is  not  far  distant. 

The  Homewood,  one  of  the  larger  in- 
dependent neighborhood  houses,  was  the 
first  to  reduce  its  scale,  dropping  from 
25  to  15  cents  before  the  new  defense  tax 
went  into  effect.  The  change  had  been 
contemplated  by  it  before  anything  was 
known  about  the  new  tax,  it  was  explained. 
The  house  now  advertises  that  it  is  the 
only  de  luxe  theatre  in  Minneapolis  at  15 
cents. 

During  the  past  fortnight  no  less  than 
a half  dozen  theatres  in  Minneapolis  and 
St.  Paul  have  cut  from  28  to  25  cents  and 
more  are  planning  to  follow  suit.  They 
hope  in  this  way  to  revive  business,  but 
the  general  feeling  is  that  the  admission 
reductions  will  not  turn  the  trick  suffi- 
ciently. Adverse  influences  right  now,  it’s 
pointed  out,  are  real  estate  tax  payments 
presently  due  and  election,  war  and  con- 
scription uncertainties.  For  another  thing 
this  territory  does  not  have  a large  num- 
ber of  war  industries  and  has  derived  no 
considerable  benefit  yet  from  war  and  de- 
fense spending. 

Ponder  Disposition  of 
Bankrupt  Minnesota 

Minneapolis — Trustees  appointed  by  the 
U.  S.  referee  in  bankruptcy  are  wrestling 
with  the  problem  of  what  disposition  to 
make  of  the  $2,000,000  4,000-seat  Min- 
nesota Theatre  which  now  is  in  voluntary 
bankruptcy.  With  nobody  apparently  want- 
ing the  showhouse  because  of  its  high 
operating  cost  and  inability  to  obtain  de- 
sirable film  product,  the  outlook  for  the 
theatre  looks  dark. 

Barney  Dubinsky  Back  at 
St.  Joseph  Theatres 

St.  Joseph — St.  Joseph  fans  are  renew- 
ing friendships  with  Barney  Dubinsky,  who 
is  back  in  the  show  business  here  after  be- 
ing absent  some  two  years  because  of  ill- 
ness. Barney  and  his  bi’other,  Irwin,  are 
handling  the  Dubinsky  brothers’  properties 
here. 

Theo.  P.  Davis  Will  Run 
Theatre  in  Parsons 

Parsons,  Kas. — Theo.  P.  (Ted)  Davis, 
who  several  years  ago  managed  theatres 
here,  has  leased  a building  which  he 
will  remodel  into  a 650-seat  theatre. 

It  will  be  known  as  the  West  and  will 
operate  as  a subsequent  run. 


New  Seats  and  Lights 
Neola,  Ia. — R.  W.  Brown  is  reseating 
and  installing  fluorescent  lights  in  his 
Phoenix  here. 
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J^UBY  WILLY  dropped  in  the  other  day 
with  Jay  Warren,  who  is  the  friendliest, 
happiest  baby  . . . one  look  at  Jay  and 
you’d  know  in  a flash  that  Joe  Smith 
talks  through  his  hat  (voice  off-stage: 
“Zat  what  makes  him  sound  that  way?”). 
We  met  Ralph  LiBeau,  Paramount  dis- 
trict sales  manager,  and  Ray  Copeland  in 
the  Fort  lobby  Monday  evening  . . . Cope- 
land bought  himself  a newspaper  while 
LiBeau  sent  a wire  . . . both  talked  about 
the  documental  “A  World  in  Flames,”  but 
it  took  LiBeau  to  do  a take-off  on  Musso- 
lini (Rufus  Blair  did  an  II  Duce  later  on 
m the  evening  which  nearly  scared  Box- 
office  outa  her  sox) . 

Al  Hill.  Lou  Elman’s  new  hooker  from 
the  Dakotas,  claims  Mrs.  Hill  (her  name 
is  Garthai  grounded  him  when  she  found 
out  he  was  flying  on  the  sly  ..  . Gartha 
says  she  did  not.  The  Hills  have  had  their 
fill  of  DM’s  over-crowded  municipal  golf 
courses  already,  but  they  say  the  town’s 
okay.  You’ll  soon  see  a streamlined  Lou 
Levy  prancing  aromid  the  territory,  fellas 
. . . Lou’s  on  the  Methodist  Hospital  re- 
ducing diet  and  he’s  already  said  “adios” 
to  25  pounds. 

Plug-uglies:  Jack  Kennedy  will  be  glad 
to  know  (if  he  doesn’t  already)  that  cer- 
tain exhibitors  are  standing  around  ready 
to  pounce  on  "Escape”  when  it’s  available 
. . . DD  and  the  Tri-States  gang  seem  to 
think  great  things  for  “Arise,  My  Love,” 
and  since  Ray  Copeland  w’as  sincerely  en- 
thusiastic, we’re  inclined  to  believe  that 
PM  was  wrong  . . , Barrett  Kiesling  dis- 
missed a first-rate  chance  to  grab  a slice 
of  R&T  space  by  saying  “Sorry,  no  such 
material  available,”  to  Ken  Clayton’s  re- 
quest for  players’  baby  footprints  . . . Gosh, 
Barrett,  do  you  mean  to  say  none  of  ’em 
was  born  in  a hospital  during  the  last  25 
or  30  years 

Einil  Frank  won  the  debate  he  was  con- 
ducting with  A.  H.  Blank  at  the  "Hit  Pa- 
rade” screening  ...  It  opened  at  the 
Orpheum  Thursday.  Confidential  memo  to 
Bud  Moran:  The  "thank  you”  for  the 
Ann  Miller  break  made  a hit  . . . Watch 
for  Gene  Autry  on  the  magazine  section 
cover  now  . . . and  credit  Chuck  Cashon 
out  on  the  coast  with  doing  a little  better 
job  while  some  of  his  competitors  are 
busy  playing  golf. 

Jack  Kelly’s  Warner  layout  on  the  stars’ 
best  points  as  listed  by  the  players  them- 
selves and  as  listed  by  Hurrell  was  whisked 
into  the  R&T  roto  so  fast  the  edges  of 
the  pix  were  scorched  . . . It’s  in  this 
Sunday.  The  Jewish  Community  Center 
will  be  seeing  more  RKO  pictures  now  . . . 
Lou  Elman  is  one  of  three  new  members 
on  the  board  of  directors. 

We  never  bet  on  anything  but  sure 
things  and  we’re  willing  to  bet  that  Doyle 
Anderson  and  Bert  Thornas  didn’t  win  a 
cent  on  those  football  parleys  they  were 
bending  they’re  heads  over  the  other  night 
. . . Bob  Kurtz  of  National  Screen  is  re- 
ported to  have  joined  the  navy  . . . Frank 
Greenland  will  tear  his  hair  for  sure  . . . 
He  thought  matrimony  was  the  only  drain 
on  his  office  force.  S’funny  thing  how  we 
don’t  find  Chick  Friedman  loitering  around 
places  now  that  he’s  married  . . . that’s 
the  right  idea,  Toby. 

Universal  took  second  prize  in  the  sum- 
mer biz  drive,  according  to  Chuck  Elder 
and  George  < Samson ) Lofink  . . . Cleo  Cur- 
rent looks  mighty  cute  in  those  corduroy 
slacks  , , , Marj  Hodges  (formerly  O’Laugh- 


lin),  Cleo  and  Loretta  Dieling  made  a very 
fine  harem  for  Bill  Dippert  the  other 
evening,  but  we  wonder  what  Miss  Ecstasy 
would  have  thought  about  it.  Bill? 

Harry  Holdsberg  practically  threw  Box- 
office  & Co.  in  convulsions  Sunday  with 
his  ground  flying  at  the  airport  fence  . . . 
Eddie  Dunn  strutted  out  and  took  off  in 
the  Stinson,  turning  the  rest  of  us  green 
with  envy.  Too  bad  Monroe  Rubinger,  Art 
Andersoii,  Charlie  Emfeld,  and  maybe  Lee 
Blumberg  couldn’t  have  seen  the  Claytons 
locked  in  the  bathroom  which  they  se- 
lected as  the  only  safe  spot  in  which  to 
exercise  that  Reuter’s  pigeon  before  send- 
mg  it  to  school  with  Mitzi.  Mitzi  paraded 
the  bird  through  every  room  in  the  build- 
ing, and  since  Warner  will  never  hear  of 
it  any  other  way,  here’s  a note  from  the 
Bird  School  (honest  that’s  the  name  of 
the  place)  kindergarteners  who  are  cer- 
tainly Reuter’ s-cojiscious  now: 

“Dear  Mr.  aii<l  Mrs.  Clayton — 

“Thank  j on  for  lettina:  Mitzi  brinjs:  the  pigreon 
to  sehool. 

“We  shared  it  with  the  other  children  in  Bird 
school. 

“We’ll  put  a note  on  his  leg:  and  let  him  fly 
ha<  k to  his  home  tomorrow. 

“We  hope  we  shall  g:et  a letter  back  from 
Warner  Bros,  saying:  be  g:ot  home  safely. 

“We  were  very  jflad  t<»  have  him  here  in 
school.  It  is  very  pretty. 

“Your  little  friends, 

“A  & B Kindergrirteii  Children,  Bird  ^School.” 

There’ll  no  doubt  be  some  wagging 
tongues  in  the  Paramount  bookkeeping 


JOWA  FILM  has  been  justly  noted  for  its 
clock-like  service  . . . But  it  took  Cliff 
Lindblad  at  Atlantic’s  Iowa  Theatre  to 
make  it  an  alarm  clock.  Cliff  just  left  a 
request  for  Driver  Don  Cowell  to  unlock 
the  house  when  he  picked  up  the  film  cans 
oh-so-early  one  morning  last  week.  Don 
followed  orders  and  found  the  Iowa  force. 
Cliff,  Larry  and  Murph,  breeched  and 
booted,  doing  snore  effects  in  the  foyer 
and  making  fire  hazards  of  themselves  on 
the  stairway.  It  was  the  only  way  they 
could  devise  to  get  up  early  enough  to  go 
duck  hunting. 


The  Iowa  Theatre  expedition  killed  prac- 
tically everyone  . . . except  the  ducks  . . . 
One  (1)  unwary  bird  (unidentified)  got  in 
the  way  of  some  shot  . . . Cliff,  Larry  and 
Murph  are  unanimous  in  asserting  that  it 
was  a duck;  also  in  refusing  to  label  it 
as  any  certain  brand  of  duck.  There’s  a 
rumor  abroad  that  it  was  really  a robin 
who  had  started  south  for  the  winter  but 
whose  wife  had  sent  him  back  to  see  that 
the  windows  were  locked  . . . The  Three 
Huntsmen  bagged  a carload  of  pumpkins, 
though,  and  the  first  fella  who  finds  out 
where  they  got  them  . . . will  probably 
be  the  guy  who  owns  the  farm  they  swiped 
them  from.  Anyway,  there’s  nothing  like 
pumpkin  pie  to  finish  off  a good  duck 
dinner — when  you  have  the  ducks. 


They’re  including  only  two  theatres  in 
the  training  center  being  built  at  Leon, 
la.,  for  more  than  24,000  men  . . . Mebbe 
it’s  part  of  the  training.  If  they  have  to 
stand  in  line  long  enough  to  see  a show, 
they’ll  be  mad  enough  to  fight  anybody. 


department  out  Hollywood  way  on  first 
glance  at  one  item  of  Rufus  Blair’s  ex- 
pense account.  The  wagging  tongues  will 
hang  out  and  droop  in  anticipation  when 
they  read:  “Mitzi,”  but  they’ll  parch  with 
disappointment  at  the  perplexing  sum  of 
seven  cents  (7  cents)  listed  opposite  this 
intriguing  name  on  the  swindle  sheet. 

Thanks  to  Boxoffice,  Harry  Peter  Franz 
has  a nibble  on  those  white  elephant  racks 
up  at  National  Screen  . . . Marian  Stoll 
trys  to  explain  her  astonishing  fall  under 
her  desk  at  Columbia  the  other  day  by 
saying  that  she’s  practicing  up  for  the 
holiday  parties  . . . Cary  Smith  has  gone 
south  for  the  winter — he’s  moved  off  the 
Warner  water  plug  to  the  one  straight 
south  across  the  street. 

Just  to  get  even  with  us  for  scooping 
the  family  on  his  kid  brother’s  nuptials 
and  blessed  eventing.  Bob  Leech  fooled  us 
completely  by  getting  married  Sunday 
(Oct.  13)  . . . the  very  fortunate  young 
lady  is  the  one  and  only  gal  we  ever  heard 
of  named  “Clover.”  But  then,  we  never 
heard  the  name  of  “Gartha”  either  until 
we  met  Al  Hill’s  wife,  who  is  attractive- 
plus. 

Loretta  Dieling  is  back  from  that  tour, 
prettier  than  ever  and  definitely  a little 
plumper  . . . she  brought  back  a dog  from 
Rockefeller  Center,  a hazel  nut  brooch 
from  the  World’s  Fair,  and  ten  rolls  of 
snapshots  from  all  over  everywhere  . . . but 
what  we  can’t  understand  is  why  she  didn’t 
bring  back  one  of  those  cute  Scotch  sold- 
iers wearing  kilts  in  Quebec. 


HURRICANE  WARNING!  Joe  V.  (for 
Visherman)  Gerbrach  has  shivered  just 
once  too  often  this  fall  traveling  from  his 
Collegian  to  his  New  Ames,  to  his  Variety, 
to  his  Capitol  at  Ames.  He’s  off  for  the 
balmy  southland.  It’s  Galveston  and  Cor- 
pus Christ!  this  time,  where  Joe  insists 
there’s  a “Broadbill”  with  his  number 
(411  Main  St.)  on  it.  Joe  won  a camera 
for  the  fish  he  landed  off  Florida  last  year. 
Judging  from  his  estimates  this  season  he’ll 
wind  up  as  president  of  Eastman  Kodak. 


Roy  Lepovitz’s  Iowa  at  Madrid  rolled 
along  without  his  personal  attention  last 
week  while  Roy  nursed  a pair  of  badly 
sliced  fingers  in  Des  Moines  Mercy  Hos- 
pital. Roy  was  building  a cabinet  and  in 
the  process  came  off  second  best  in  a 
tangle  with  a power  saw. 


Monkey  business:  “The  Ape”  was  swing- 
ing across  the  screen  at  Harry  Hiersteiner’s 
Family  in  Des  Moines  while  at  Abe  Fran- 
kie’s next  door  Casino  “King  Kong”  was 
bidding  for  cocoanuts. 


R.S.V.P.:  Jack  Bouma  doesn’t  know  it 
yet,  but  that  “Approved  Airport”  tag  on 
his  letterhead  is  gonna  be  practically  an 
invitation  to  Boxoffice  & Co.  to  drop  in — 
if  they  ever  learn  to  fly  one  of  those 
Wright  inventions  more’n  a block  from  the 
field  here  without  getting  lost. 


Brother  act:  Evens  & Evens.  Bernie  tells 
’em  as  a UA  press  agent  while  Brother 
Chick  shows  ’em.  He’s  manager  of  the 
Loew’s  house  in  St.  Looey. 


....AW,  SHUCKS!. 

■ - . From  the  Tall  Corn — By  KEN  and  RENE  CLAYTON 
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\^E  saw  “World  in  Flames,”  Tuesday, 
and  it’s  as  stirring  as  a bugle  call. 
Paramount  here  screened  the  picture  for 
William  Allen  White,  at  Emporia. 

“What’s  new?”  writes  Zack  Beiser,  for- 
merly Columbia  office  manager,  now  a 
lieutenant  in  the  service.  From  Fort  Bel- 
voir,  Va.,  Zack  sends  word  he  still  sees  and 
reads  Boxoffice  . . . Genevieve  “Precious” 
Roberts,  on  the  switchboard  at  Metro,  is 
going  to  night  school  and  getting  smart- 
ened up — on  shorthand  and  that  kind  of 
stuff. 

On  the  Row:  Merle  Swank,  Ritz,  Bur- 
lingame, Kas.;  A.  E.  Jarboe,  Ritz,  Came- 
ron, Mo.;  M.  B.  Presley,  Globe,  Savannah, 
Mo.;  Henry  Haverkamp,  Centralia,  Cen- 
tralia.  Mo.,  who  doesn’t  get  in  often;  Lar- 
sen sr..  Civic,  Webb  City,  Mo.;  H.  A. 
Porta,  Community,  Humansville,  Mo.;  J. 
H.  Whitted,  Weston,  Weston,  Mo.;  Homer 
F.  Strowig,  new  president  of  the  Kansas 
Independent  Exhibitors,  Plaza,  Abilene, 
Kas.;  Louis  Griefe,  Windsor,  Windsor,  Mo.; 
Lloyd  Metcalf,  Gayety,  Ash  Grove,  Mo. 

Jim  Foland  has  in  a new  picture,  “False 
Rapture”  . . . Missouri  Theatre  Supply  has 
sold  the  Lee,  Clinton,  Mo.,  a new  pair  of 
lamps  . . . Mrs.  Rube  Melcher  is  ill  in  Me- 
norah  Hospital.  Rube  has  the  Popper’s 
Supply. 

Here’s  “A  Dispatch  Prom  Reuters,”  via 
Monroe  Rubinger,  Warner  exploiteer  out 
of  Chicago:  Marty  Weiser,  here  to  replace 
Rubinger  in  the  Kansas  City  division,  has 
been  shifted  back  to  the  Los  Angeles 
branch.  Rubinger  is  pinch  hitting  for 
him. 

Sheldon  “Bud”  Shumow,  Metro  booker, 
still  has  bad  dreams  about  Chillicothe, 
Mo.,  and  the  constable  there. 

On  the  Row:  Frank  Anderson,  Fam- 
ily, Kirksville,  Mo.;  A.  M.  Straffus,  Cozy, 
Ottawa,  Kas.;  George  Hayob,  Mary  Lou, 
Marshall,  Mo.;  Hank  Doering,  Peoples, 
Garnett,  Kas.;  Paul  Taylor,  Parris,  Rich- 
mond, Mo.;  T.  S.  Wilson,  Beyer,  Excelsior 
Springs,  Mo.;  Mrs.  Abe  Shafer,  Shafer, 
Edgerton,  Mo.;  Glen  Newbold,  Temple, 
Yates  Center,  Kas.;  Warren  Weber,  Pix, 
St.  John,  Kas.;  A.  J.  Simmons,  Plaza, 
Burlington,  Kas. 

John  Travis,  formerly  at  Crane,  Mo., 
now  is  operating  in  Jasper  and  Carl  Junc- 
tion, Mo. 

J.  E.  Johnson  has  taken  over  the  Com- 
munity at  Gardner,  Kas. 

Lester  McCormack  is  remodeling  the 
front  of  the  Majestic,  Green  Forest,  Ark., 
and  installing  new  upholstered  seats. 

Visitor:  Irving  Zussman,  president,  Met- 
ro Premiums,  Boston. 

J.  C.  Hartman,  who  built  the  Nomar 
and  Uptown  at  Wichita,  Kas.,  is  planning 
a combination  vaude  and  pic  house  in 
suburban  Wichita. 


Pack  'em  in  on  your 

HALLOWE'EN  MIDNITE  SHOW 

with  a snappy  trailer  from 
MISSOURI  HLM  LABORATORIES 

123  W.  18th  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Billy  Wright  of  the  Southtown,  etc.,  is 
making  all  bets,  these  days,  in  terms  of 
glasses  of  milk.  It’s  better’n  Scotch. 

Douglas  Desch,  RKO,  Dallas,  sent  Leland 
Allen  of  Commonwealth  a present  by  Hal 
Perrin  of  American  Seating.  Perrin  kept 
it  so  long,  Allen  is  convinced  he  abstract- 
ed some  of  it.  It  was  a liquid  gift. 

Ed  Rolsky  of  the  National  and  St.  John 
is  ill  . . . John  McManus,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Midland,  was  in  Menorah  Hospital 
several  days  with  a bad  leg. 

Earl  Jameson  of  Film  Delivery  went  to 
Tulsa  last  week  to  attend  a Shrine  con- 
vention . . . Dominic  Donnici,  veteran 
exhibitor  at  the  Palace,  downtown,  is  look- 
ing better  than  he  has  in  a long  time. 

Frank  Hensler,  Metro  manager,  bought 
himself  a homesite  out  Southwest  the 
other  day — from  Ed  Webber,  ex-exhibitor 
. . . Louis  J.  Gilles,  father  of  Dr.  C.  L. 
Gilles,  Variety  Club  member,  died  last 
week. 

Msgr.  M.  D.  Tierney  is  planning  to  have 
half  a dozen  film  stars  at  the  Municipal 
Auditorium,  for  the  Annunciation  Catholic 
church  benefit  November  2.  Among  those 
scheduled  to  be  here  are  Rosalind  Russell, 
Clark  Gable,  Judy  Garland,  Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald, James  Stewart,  Spencer  Tracy 
and  Maureen  O’Sullivan. 

John  Muchmore  reports  the  sale  of  new 
Holmes  projection  and  sound  equipment 
to  the  Star  Theatre,  Reeds  Springs,  Mo. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone;  Victor  8796 

Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 
1820  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  HA.  7473 

Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


Kansas  Cily  Newman 
Will  Be  Remodeled 

Kansas  City — The  Kansas  City  Operat- 
ing Co.  will  start  October  28  remodeling 
the  Newman,  Paramount  first  run  in  the 
downtown  sector.  With  an  estimated 
$15,000  to  $20,000  expenditure,  the  New- 
man will  get  a new  marquee,  new  lobby, 
etc. 

The  upright  will  be  neonized;  a new 
front  is  being  built  from  the  street  to  the 
marquee:  a new  boxoffice:  a remodeled 
inside  lobby.  According  to  Jerry  Zigmond, 
manager,  the  plans  worked  out  by  Charles 
Burton,  Paramount  architect.  New  York, 
call  for  enlarging  the  inner  lobby,  or  foyer, 
by  moving  present  foyer  doors  toward  the 
street  until  six  feet  from  the  present  front 
doors.  This  six-foot  space  will  constitute 
a storm  lobby.  The  remainder  of  the  large 
inner  lobby  will  all  be  carpeted.  The  lobby 
ceiling  will  be  lowered,  and  the  entire 
lobby  will  be  redone  in  walnut,  birch  and 
other  modern  finishes,  plus  new  light  fix- 
tures. 

The  auditorium  is  being  refurbished. 

The  Morris  Hoffman  Construction  Co. 
here  is  remodeling  the  lobby;  the  Union 
Sign  Co.  is  building  the  upright  and  mar- 
quee. 

Next  spring  the  seats  probably  will  be 
changed  and  other  work  done.  The  theatre 
has  had  no  structural  changes  since  it 
opened  in  1918. 


Silverstein  Finishes  Script 

Hollywood — David  Silverstein  has  com- 
pleted the  script  of  Columbia’s  “Tomor- 
row’s Citizens.” 


FILM  LABORATORIES 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18lh  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassil,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 


SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 
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Decline  of  Premiums 
Kaycee  Possibilily 


Kansas  City — Whether  or  not  this  will 
be  another  premium  winter  for  theatres 
will  be  pretty  much  determined  in  an- 
other few  weeks,  observers  here  believe. 

As  subsequents  get  new  season  product, 
they  are  finding  the  pictures  taking  busi- 
ness. Pre-election  jitters  probably  aren’t 
helping  business  any  right  at  the  moment. 
Consequently,  after  election,  when  more 
new  product  becomes  available,  and  busi- 
ness generally  returns  to  normal,  boxoffice 
receipts  should  be  better. 

Another  important  factor  is  that  pre- 
miums have  been  used  so  much  here  the 
town  is  becoming  a little  anemic  in  its  re- 
action to  them.  Two  new  deals  opened 
last  week  in  houses  that  ordinarily  get  a 
good  response  to  a new  deal,  and  failed  to 
show  much.  Usually,  these  particular  the- 
atres show  a big  bulge  at  opening  and 
thereafter  the  response  tapers  off;  but 
this  time  there  was  no  initial  bulge  to 
speak  of. 

Because  they  have  to  be,  showmen  are 
opportunists.  They  haven’t  committed 
themselves  on  any  policy  with  respect  to 
premiums,  but  their  present  views,  in  gen- 
eral, support  the  contention  that  for  sev- 
eral reasons  premiums  won’t  be  used  in 
the  volume  they  have  been  going  out  to 
the  public. 

W.  D.  Fulton,  who  operates  the  Vogue, 
Strand  and  Southtown  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  has  cut  out  all  premiums.  According 
to  Billy  Wright,  they  haven’t  been  pull- 
ing. Others  are  still  using  them  but  are 
not  very  cheerful  about  their  pulling  power. 

An  analysis  of  the  advertisements  of 
subsequent  run  houses  shows  a decreased 
use  of  premiums  i95  per  cent  dishes)  , and 
an  increased  employment  of  the  dime 
night.  In  a recent  week  the  score  was 
this: 

Sunday:  premiums,  4;  10-cent  admis- 
sions, 5;  3 features  for  a dime,  3;  3 fea- 
tures for  15c,  5. 

Monday-Tuesday : premiums,  15;  dime 
nights,  9;  4 triple  bills,  3 of  them  for  10 
cents. 

Wednesday:  premiums,  17;  dime  nights, 
12;  four  3-for-lOc;  5 triple  bills. 

Thursday:  premiums,  16;  dime  nights, 
12;  two  3-for-lOc. 

Friday:  premiums,  8;  dime  nights,  11; 
two  3-for-lOc. 

Saturday:  premiums,  6;  dime  nights,  10; 
six  triple  bills. 


"Arizona"  Emissary — 

Jack  Thoma,  Columbia  exploiteer, 
fuids  it  so  hard  to  believe  that  he’s  a 
“flying  press  squadron”  that  he  has 
it  printed  on  his  luggage  and  carries  a 
picture  of  himself  getting  into  a plane 
to  reassure  himself  on  his  title.  This 
picture  was  taken  as  Jack  was  climb- 
ing aboard  in  Duluth,  Minn.,  after 
planting  a seven-column  shot  from 
“Arizona”  in  roto  there. 


Lincoln  May  Be  Seat 
Of  Cooper  Circuif 


Lincoln — J.  H.  Cooper’s  last  visit  to  his 
midwestern  string  of  theatres — stands  in 
Oklahoma,  Colorado  and  Nebraska — in- 
dicated Lincoln  is  apt  to  be  the  seat  of 
the  accounting  department  for  the  whole 
of  J.  H.  Cooper  Enterprises  around  Jan. 
1,  1941. 

Job  was  formerly  piecemealed  over  the 
territory,  with  supervision  by  Joe  Philipp- 
son  in  New  York.  Philippson  is  leaving, 
possibly  to  rejoin  Paramount,  around  No- 
vember 1. 

Leon  Saveli,  formerly  with  the  Wilby- 
Kincey  circuit  in  Atlanta,  is  coming  to 
the  Cooper  string,  and  will  manage  the 
accounting  department,  when  and  if  it 
lands  here.  Space  will  probably  be  taken 
in  the  Lincoln  Theatre,  where  Paramount’s 
partnership  protector,  Vincent  J.  DiF7ore, 
and  Charles  F.  Shire,  the  Cooper  man,  are 
now  housed.  Saveli  is  expected  to  increase 
the  force  to  his  needs  after  setting  up  the 
framework,  and  the  staff  probably  will 
be  boomed  to  seven  or  eight  people. 


Until  November  4 to 
Answer  Cassil  Bill 

Kansas  City — Defendant  producer-dis- 
tributors and  Dubinsky  Brothers  have  been 
granted  until  November  4 for  pleading  in 
response  to  the  bill  of  particulars  in  the 
suit  of  Frank  Cassil,  Rialto,  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  for  $450,000  damages  under  the  anti- 
trust laws. 


Cl  m A IIHII  A 

OPORTS  DEPT.;  Paul  Haeker,  Parrot, 
Alma,  Neb.,  had  good  hunting  on  his 
trip  to  the  mountains.  He  shot  two  deer 
. . . Will  Charlie  Lieb,  Metro  peddler,  be 
Filmrow’s  ping  pong  champ  this  year?  . . . 
Tom  Pilley,  Filmrow’s  mail  carrier,  says 
he’s  given  up  golf  until  next  spring  . . . 
Who  will  replace  Rube  Wagle  as  the  bowl- 
ing champ  of  Davenport  street? 

Fashion  Notes:  Exhibitor  White  of  Wa- 
hoo.  Neb.,  seems  to  specialize  in  tweed 
suits,  which  suit  him  fine  . . . Will  Singer, 
Brandeis  manager,  is  getting  sporty  with 
a couple  of  striped  shirts  . . . Wally  John- 
son, Friend,  Neb.,  features  what  the 
younger  exhibitor  wears  in  the  line  of 
sport  outfits  . . . Harry  Shumow,  Metro 
boss,  still  undisputed  champ  in  the  fancy 
clothing  field. 

War  News;  Cleve  Gupton,  Granada, 
Oxford,  Neb.,  served  on  the  registration 
board.  Also  John  Metzger,  Oriental,  Bea- 
ver City,  Neb.,  who  will  work  on  his 
county’s  draft  board  . . . Draft  registra- 
tion hit  different  exchanges  in  different 
ways.  For  example,  at  Joe  Jacobs’  Co- 
lumbia layout  practically  all  the  men  in 
the  place,  including  three  salesmen  and 
booker,  had  to  tell  all. 

Free  Ads  Dept.:  About  250  exhibitors 
and  filmites  looked  at  “Thief  of  Bagdad” 
at  the  Dundee  and  thought  it  great.  They 
agreed  Don  McLucas  has  a right  to  get 
excited  about  this  one  . . . Mike  Roth 
has  a couple  of  special  deals  on  holiday 
trailers,  sezze,  that  are  really  something 
. . . Warner  received  some  unexpected  pub- 
licity here  when  they  mailed  a pigeon 
plugging  “Dispatch  From  Reuter’s”  to  Will 
Singer  instead  of  Bill  Miskell. 

Travel  News:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnny 
Wangberg,  RKO  home  office  rep,  here  on 
vacation  . . . Elmer  Sedin,  auditor,  to 
California  on  vacation  . . . Mary  Loner- 
gan,  now  married  and  living  in  Chicago, 
was  visiting  friends  here  . . . Gordon  Held, 
Griswold,  la.,  and  L.  B.  Nelson,  North 
Loup,  Neb.,  in  town  on  business. 

Birthday  Congrats  Dept.:  Bob  Ballan- 
tyne,  Scott-Ballantyne  Co.;  Etta  Tatel- 
man,  Margaret  Bragg  and  Marie  Gamerl, 
Warner;  Joe  Feldhans,  Schaller,  la.; 
Goldie  Clements,  Paramount;  DuWayne 
Hartzell,  Rivoli,  Charter  Oak,  la.;  George 
Bergh,  New  Sharon,  la.;  Aubrey  Fitzger- 
ald, Princess,  Miller,  S.  D.  . . . And  a 
wedding  anniversary ; Hank  Reh field,  Iowa, 
Bloomfield,  la. 

Competition  Dept.:  Roy  Boomer,  west- 
ern division  manager  for  Motiograph,  was 
here  to  see  Frank  Van  Husan  and  de- 
clared that  drive-in  theatres  are  going 
great  in  the  south.  Roy  says  they  are  not 
competition  to  regular  theatres,  according 
to  the  experiences  in  cities  already  estab- 
lished . . . Entertainment  situations  in 
Omaha  now  are  offering  a booklet  of 
tickets  good  for  $20  in  admissions  and 
the  price  of  the  booklet  is  $1.  It’s  an  ad- 
vertising stunt  that  may  hurt  the  exhibi- 
tors here. 


Stahl  a Salesman 

Minneapolis — Dick  Stahl,  assistant 
booker  at  Universal,  has  been  promoted 
to  the  sales  staff.  He  will  cover  South 
Dakota,  succeeding  Sylvan  Leff  who  was 
transferred  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
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Says  Organization 
Is  Imperative 


Myers  Hits  Decree,  Asserting 
Exhibitors  Did  Not  Have  Say 


By  R.  P.  KLINGENSMITH 
Pittsburgh — Directors  of  National  Al- 
lied, in  session  here  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday in  connection  with  the  20th  an- 
nual convention  of  the  Allied  Theatre 
Owners  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  Inc., 
were  expected  to  reiterate  their  opposition 
to  the  proposed  consent  decree  following 
an  analysis  of  the  plan  by  Abram  F.  Myers, 
general  counsel. 

Myers  again  declared  that  the  decree, 
if  entered,  would  be  just  as  binding  as  a 
litigated  decree  and  re-emphasized  that 
the  plan  is  ready  for  the  entering  process 
“without  exhibitor  support.”  He  recounted 
the  history  of  the  anti-monopoly  suit  and 
the  decree  and  then  proceeded  to  go  into 
the  provisions,  employing  elemental  lan- 
guage. 

Condemns  Blocks 

The  provision  for  the  sale  of  pictures  in 
blocks  of  five  he  condemned  as  “wholly 
undesirable.”  This  will  not  correct  the  an- 
cient exhibitor  beef  of  compulsory  block 
booking,  Myers  stated.  Important,  in  this 
provision,  he  said,  is  that  such  sales  poli- 
cies would  interrupt  and  interfere  with  the 
long  standing  practice  of  buying  films  in 
large  blocks  and  the  steady  flow  of  product 
may  be  hampered,  thus  entailing  a hard- 
ship on  exhibitors  who  then  would  be  buy- 
ing product  throughout  the  year.  He  out- 
lined the  long  discussions  on  the  decree 
between  the  government  agency  and  the 
defendants  and  Allied’s  objections  from  the 
initial  proposal  on  such  a consent  decree. 
Allied’s  safeguards,  as  proposed,  were  not 
included  in  a hewer  draft,  he  said.  Myers 
stated  that  he  had  never  been  able  to  de- 
termine the  “culprit”  who  first  suggested 
the  group  of  five  plan. 

Some  exhibitors  will  find  advantages  in 
the  block  of  five  sales,  Myers  stated,  and 
recited  that  such  a plan  in  the  opinion 

(t  ==^ 

Face  Future  With 
"Uncertainty" 

Pittsburgh — "We  face  the  future  with 
our  past  experiences,  and  wonder  what 
is  in  store  for  usl” 

M.  A.  Rosenberg,  retiring  president  of 
the  AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  made  this  state- 
ment in  expressing  a "sincere  thought  of 
confidence  and  hope  that  better  days  are 
ahead  for  the  motion  picture  exhibitor. 
Needless  to  say,  world  conditions  must 
qualify  this  thought  and  statement  of 
confidence. 

"This  business  can  not  be  'sold  short' 
under  any  circumstances.  Ultimately  all 
engaged  in  it  will  be  generally  happy 
and  contented,"  he  continued. 

"Of  course  we  have  serious  problems 
of  great  magnitude.  A business  so  pe- 
culiarly constituted  as  ours,  so  vast  in 
scope,  in  detail  and  in  complications, 
must  be  faced  with  serious  problems. 
We  have,  however,  the  greatest  asset  to 
overcome  all  obstacles:  The  proper  man 
power  in  all  branches  of  the  industry, 
as  past  experience  has  proven.  I am  very 
hopeful  that  whatever  storms  there  are 
now  will  be  calmed  and  our  'industry 
ship'  will  again  sail  smoothly,  and  reach 
its  destination  at  a safe  and  friendly 
port." 
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of  these  accounts  would  increase  the  se- 
lectivity of  product  and  would  be  an  in- 
centive for  better  production;  also  that  it 
would  give  a bargaining  power  not  pre- 
viously enjoyed  and  would  change  the  sales 
psychology  of  the  industry. 

Provisions  for  the  restriction  on  the 
forced  sale  of  shorts,  reissues,  western  and 
foreign  films  are  clear  cut,  he  pointed  out. 
Disputes  would  be  arbitrated  and  distribu- 
tors against  whom  such  awards  would  be 
made  would  forfeit  $500,  no  part  of  which 
would  go  to  the  exhibitor,  the  entire 
amount  going  to  the  arbitration  board. 
This  board  would  be  an  impartial  one, 
with  no  exhibitor  or  distributor  members, 
and  would  be  paneled  similar  to  a jury. 

Myers  stated  chain  buying  power  would 
be  decentralized  under  the  decree,  that 
national  circuits  would  make  deals  for  each 
film  territory  in  which  units  were  operated. 
Also,  that  exclusive  selling  would  be  out- 
lawed and  that  some  run  would  be  guar- 
anteed all  theatres. 

The  five-picture  group  plan  is  for  a trial 
period  for  the  season  of  1940-41,  which  is 
an  “escape”  clause,  and  such  sales  would 
“almost  automatically  terminate  at  the 
end  of  this  period,  imless  the  plan  proves 
exceptionally  successful,”  Myers  said. 

Expect  Flood  of  Plaints 

Assuming,  as  now  seems  likely,  that  the 
decree  is  entered,  Myers  stated  that,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  defunct  NRA,  he  ex- 
pects the  proposed  arbitration  boards  to 
be  flooded  with  complaints.  He  stated  that 
now  more  than  ever  before  exhibitors 
need  organization  to  meet  their  prob- 
lems. 

Sidney  E.  Samuelson  of  Philadelphia 
gave  a detailed  report  on  AID  (Allied  In- 
formation Department ) which  he  described 
as  “no  lynching  program  but  the  exhibi- 
tor’s policeman — the  business  arm  of  na- 
tional Allied.”  He  stated  that  4,500  product 
survey  cards  have  been  mailed  to  exhibi- 
tors and  that  the  response  has  been  very 
gratifying.  “Free  riders”  are  deriving 
benefits  from  the  reports  already  pub- 
lished, he  stated.  He  said  that  the  cards 
compiled  to  date  show  that  the  so-called 
buying  season  is  “the  grand  larceny  pe- 
riod.” These  surveys  are  accurate,  he  de- 
clared, and  have  not  been  challenged  on 
grounds  of  falsification  by  distributors.  He 
criticized  the  sales  policies  of  several  film 
companies  and  charged  that  one  company 
was  guilty  of  “supremely  bad  faith.” 

Defends  Silence 

In  regards  to  criticism  of  national  Al- 
lied’s “closed  mouth”  during  the  consent 
decree  period,  Samuelson  stated  that  the 
organization  was  justified  in  not  telling 
all  to  the  trade  press.  For  his  part,  he 
said,  “forget  the  trade  papers — all  and 
sundry,”  anc^  urged  exhibitors  to  rely  only 
on  the  association’s  bulletins. 

AMPTO  refused  to  rescind  a resolution 
which  National  Screen  Service  and  Ac- 
cessories believed  unfair,  and  the  Pitts- 
burgh Allied  unit,  by  resolution,  decided 
that  for  the  present  it  was  satisfied  to 
stand  by  a letter,  or  communication,  which 
was  recently  forwarded  to  this  company. 

The  exhibitor  body  stood  in  silence  in 
memory  of  departed  friends,  and  passed 
resolutions  expressing  sorrow  in  the  death 
of  Harry  Davis,  a late  champion  of  inde- 
pendent exhibitors,  and  William  D.  Davis, 
not  related,  a former  AMPTO  president. 


Pittsburgh — "The  need  for  a strong 
organization  of  independent  theatre 
owners  was  never  more  necessary  than 
it  is  today,"  Fred  I.  Herrington,  secretary 
of  the  AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  told  the  local 
Allied  unit's  20th  annual  convention. 

Herrington  continued:  "The  war  in  Eu- 
rope has  closed  foreign  markets  to  Ameri- 
can product,  and  this  is  being  used  as  an 
alibi  for  increased  film  rentals.  Before 
the  war,  rentals  were  increased  with  the 
excuse  that  more  money  was  to  be  put 
into  production,  giving  you  better  pic- 
tures, which,  however,  never  material- 
ized except  on  very  few  occasions. 

"The  continued  expansion  of  the  pro- 
ducer-distributor in  the  field  of  exhibition 
is  a great  detriment  to  our  industry,  as 
it  means  concentration  of  power  into  the 
hands  of  few,  to  the  detriment  of  many. 
There  is  only  one  way  to  stop  these  evils 
in  our  business,  and  that  is  through  a 
militant  and  aggressive  organization." 

- - JJ 

Another  resolution  expressed  sorrow  in 
the  loss  of  a distributor  friend  in  George 
W.  Collins.  Resolutions  of  thanks  were 
expressed  for  Myers,  Samuelson,  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  M.  N.  Shapiro,  H.  M.  Richey  and 
Miss  Mathilda  Kiel.  Another  commended 
Boxoffice. 

The  convention  was  opened  by  Michael 
N.  Shapiro,  convention  chairman,  who  wel- 
comed members  and  guests  to  the  20th  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  local  exhibitor  or- 
ganization. After  extending  his  greetings, 
Shapiro  turned  over  the  meeting  to  M.  A. 
Rosenberg,  retiring  president,  who  pre- 
sided. Rosenberg  outlined  subjects  for  dis- 
cussion and  set  the  schedule  and  program. 

Col.  Cole  Is  Heard 

First  guest  to  be  called  upon  was  George 
Dembow,  executive  of  National  Screen 
Service,  who  outlined  policies  of  National 
Screen  Accessories,  Inc.,  and  urged  the 
AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.  to  take  all  facts  into 
consideration  and  recall  a resolution  of 
several  months  ago  which  had  named  the 
accessory  firm  as  “tending  to  monopolize” 
this  field.  He  answered  questions  from 
the  floor  and  challenged  a statement  of 
Fred  J.  Herrington,  AMPTO  secretary,  that 
the  Indianapolis  exhibitor  association  had 
passed  a similar  resolution. 

Dembow  stated  that  after  ten  months 
in  the  accessory  business  there  are  still 
many  problems  to  be  solved  but  that  the 
service  was  proving  itself  throughout  the 
country  and  that  the  company  would  glad- 
ly offer  a five-year  contract  to  any  ac- 
count guaranteeing  the  current  rates. 
Also  he  promised  that  such  accounts  would 
receive  benefits  should  operations  show 
sufficient  profits  for  the  offering  of  de- 
creased prices  to  exhibitors  during  the  five 
year  period. 

Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  national  president 
of  Allied,  was  the  second  guest  to  be  called 
upon.  He  spoke  on  the  accessory  subject 
and  outlined  the  experience  of  his  or- 
ganization in  Texas  which  operated  a pos- 
ter company  for  a dozen  years.  He  touched 
on  additional  conditions  in  the  theatre 
field  in  the  Lone  Star  State,  and  con- 
demned the  policy  of  increased  admission 
prices  for  particular  film  engagements. 
Cole  stated  that  the  film  companies  were 
missing  a lot  of  revenue  due  to  a clear- 
ance system  which  discourages  theatre 
building.  He  stated  his  disapproval  of  the 
proposed  consent  decree  and  admitted  that 
Allied  leaders  had  been  too  optimistic  after 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Myers  Hits  Decree 
As  an  Imposition 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

the  government  had  filed  its  anti-monop- 
oly suit  two  years  ago.  “We  had  expected 
a blitzkrieg  but  instead  find  ourselves  out 
in  the  front  line  trenches,”  the  national 
Allied  leader  stated.  For  his  part,  there 
is  still  no  consent  decree. 

Ira  H.  Cohn,  Pittsburgh’s  branch  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox,  addressed  the  conven- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  drive  of  which  he  is  the  district 
coordinator  for  the  industry.  In  Allegheny 
county  the  Red  Cross  drive  is  a part  of 
the  Community  Fund  drive  and  therefore 
the  Red  Cross  films  will  not  be  distributed 
to  accounts  in  the  area,  but  outside  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  county  these 
reels  will  be  booked  without  charge  by  the 
local  20th-Fox  exchange  and  all  theatres 
were  urged  to  cooperate.  Theatres  are 
asked  to  exhibit  the  films  and  there  will 
be  no  collections  taken  from  the  audiences. 
AMPTO  officers  and  directors  stated  that 
they  were  confident  that  all  theatres  would 
cooperate  fully. 

Henderson  M.  Richey  returned  to  Pitts- 
burgh in  a new  capacity,  that  of  exhibitor 
contact  and  assistant  to  William  F.  Rodg- 
ers, general  sales  manager  for  M-G-M. 
The  former  Michigan  exhibitor  leader  was 
given  his  usual  fine  reception  from  many 
personal  friends  here.  He  stated  that  his 
door  is  always  open  for  advice  or  criticism 
from  exhibitors  anywhere  and  that  he  in- 
vited theatre  owners  to  bring  their  prob- 
lems to  him.  That  his  company  will  con- 
tinue to  merit  “the  friendly  company” 
slogan  is  the  desire  of  each  and  every 
member  of  M-G-M,  Richey  stated, 

Fred  J.  Herrington  made  a report  on 
efforts  being  made  to  curb  inroads  of 
16mm  film  exhibitions  and  he  urged  ex- 
hibitors, whether  members  or  not,  to  in- 
form the  local  Allied  office  regarding  any 
such  exhibitions,  “the  sooner,  the  better.” 


Among  Those  Who  Attended 
The  AMPTO  Convention 

Pittsburgh — Among  those  attending  the 
20th  annual  convention  of  the  AMPTO  of 
W.  Pa.,  were  the  following: 

Mr.  anti  Mrs.  Michael  N.  Shapiro,  Jerry  Rotli, 
Charles  Baron.  Werner  Lund.  M.  Serventi.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fred  J.  Herrington,  Israel  Roth.  James 
H.  Rankin.  Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  Carl  A.  Poke, 
E.  T.  Beedle,  Fred  A.  Beedle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Rosenberg,  Roy  J.  Jeffries,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver 
A.  Kihchel  and  Oliver  jr.,  William  R.  Wheat  jr., 
Robert  F.  Klingensmith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Fleishman,  J.  W.  Petty.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman 
Fleishman,  Elmer  Fleishman.  Morris  Roth.  Martin 
M.  Terner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Walker,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  J.  Walker.  S.  M.  Rodnenok.  Andrew 
Battiston,  Sam  Gould,  Frank  Panoplos,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lew  Lefton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milt  Lefton. 
Joseph  C.  Shapiro.  Morris  Finkel. 

Alex  S.  Moore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  A.  Malanos,  Dr. 
C.  E.  Herman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bart  Dattola,  Ben- 
nett Amdur,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Philbrook, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Carruthers,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Corcoran,  J.  T.  Birocco,  Rudy  Navari,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Arthur  F.  Morrone,  L.  W.  Davee.  H.  M. 
Richey,  Harry  Hendel.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Has- 
ley,  Ellis  M.  Covell,  Harry  Rachiele,  Theo.  Miko- 
lowsky,  H.  Goldberg.  Gilbert  Gellman.  Herman 
Littlestone,  F.  H.  McKnight,  Samuel  Navari.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Peter  Antonoplos,  A.  P.  Way,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Floyd  Bender,  Archie  Fineman,  Sidney  E. 
Samuelson,  P.  J.  Wood.  A.  F.  Myers,  E.  Thorn- 
ton Kelly,  Stanley  Neal,  William  Gray,  Rox  Ser- 
rao,  Herman  Blum,  Ray  Branch,  Lee  Newbury. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  H.  Cohn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
J.  Maloney.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burtus  Bishop  jr..  Mrs. 
Martha  Guthrie,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tony  Vincent,  Ed 
Stuve,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Richman,  Edgar  Moss, 
William  Sussman,  Lawrence  Carettie,  Joseph  Gins. 
E.  S.  Thorpe,  Austin  Interrante,  C.  C.  Kellenberg, 
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Convention  Squibs  : 


vs  

^APTAIN  and  Mrs.  Volney  Phifer  of 
M-G-M  were  in  attendance  with  the 
lion  cub,  Leo  jr.,  who  made  a big  hit.  The 
cub  was  presented  to  John  H.  Harris. 


Ellis  M.  Coveil,  a native  of  Wi'ki’-^ourg 
and  local  area  representative  for  Screen 
Broadcasts,  advertising  films,  greeted  many 
friends  and  his  smoking  tobacco  was  par- 
ticularly popular  with  Ray  Branch,  re- 
cently re-elected  president  of  Allied  Thea- 
tres of  Michigan. 


L.  W.  Davee,  sales  manager  for  Cen- 
tury Projector  Corp.,  was  here  on  his  ini- 
tial swing  around  the  country  to  intro- 
duce this  new  device. 


M-G-M’s  delegation  included  Tom  Con- 
nors, eastern-southem-Canadian  sales 
manager:  John  J.  Maloney,  district  man- 
ager: Brutus  Bishop  jr.,  branch  manager, 
and  H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  exhibitor  re- 
lations. 


Roy  J.  Jeffries  set  up  a new  lifetime 
model  Manley  popcorn  machine  and  ev- 
erybody went  to  town. 


Art  Morrone  was  pleased  to  announce  to 
exhibitors  that  Walter  Dyck,  formerly 
with  NTS,  is  now  connected  with  Superior 
Supply. 


N.  A.  Malanos  told  us  his  new  theatre 
under  construction  in  East  McKeesport 
had  been  held  up  due  to  late  delivery  of 
steel  but  that  he  hoped  for  smoother  sail- 
ing from  now  until  opening. 


Col.  H.  A.  Cole  was  busy  answering 
ouestions  for  several  hours  after  the  Mon- 
day session  and  throughout  the  evening. 


Mrs.  Oliver  A.  Kihchel  was  the  first 
woman  to  register.  She  attended  the  re- 
cent Allied  of  New  Jersey  convention,  too. 


Charles  S.  Philbrook,  who  recently  re- 
tired from  exhibition  but  who  expects  to 
be  returning  to  the  ranks  soon,  was  in. 


.\rt  and  Mort  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  'WaltPr 
Framer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Alderman.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Leiber,  Herbert  Greenblatt.  Paul 
Reitb,  Melvin  Mann.  A.  Josephs,  Richard  I.ange. 

Carl  Peppercorn,  Francis  Seubert.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Samuel  Fleishman,  Jacob  Silverman.  Mark  Bro- 
war.  W.  C.  Jervis,  Charles  Underhill.  Bert  Red- 
foot.  R.  Mervi.s,  C.  J.  Latta.  Perry  Nathan,  Billy 
Bien.  Jack  Marr)ole.  Mark  Goldman.  Karl  Krug, 
Harry  Rees.  William  Serrao.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  J. 
Katz.  Jacob  Soltz,  Abe  and  Sam  Steinberg,  M. 
Silverberg,  Herman  and  Harry  Stahl.  .Tack  Cohen, 
Saal  Gottlieb,  Speer  Marousis,  Mike  Marks,  Hy- 
men M.  Wheeler,  Lou  Hanna,  James  H.  Alexan- 
ander,  S.  David  Lefton.  Gabe  Rubin.  Max  Shul- 
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Allied  Directorate 
Protests  Decree 

Pittsburgh — Allied  directors  unanimous- 
ly expressed  their  opposition,  Wednes- 
day, to  the  proposed  consent  decree  and 
forwarded  their  vigorous  protests  to  the 
Department  of  Justice  and  Judge  God- 
dard. 

V.V  J 


Ohio  Exhibitors  Are 
Asked  Buying  Data 


Columbus — Every  exhibitor  in  Ohio  this 
week  received  two  AID  (Allied  Informa- 
tion Department)  survey  cards  from  Sec- 
retary P.  J.  Wood  of  the  Independent 
Theatres  of  Ohio.  In  the  accompanying 
bulletin.  Wood  asks  the  exhibitors  to  fill 
out  and  return  to  him  at  Columbus,  one 
card  giving  up-to-date  information  as  to 
current  film  purchases  for  the  1940-41 
season,  and  to  fill  the  second  card  as  ad- 
ditional product  is  purchased.  This  in- 
formation is  to  be  sent  to  ITO  headquar- 
ters each  month  so  as  to  maintain  a run- 
ning record  of  the  exhibitor  buying  situa- 
tion throughout  the  country. 

AID  is  a service  recently  inaugurated  by 
National  Allied  for  the  purpose  of  inform- 
ing exhibitors  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  of  buying  policies  used  throughout 
the  country. 


golfl,  Peter  Quiter.  Francis  Guehl,  Al  Lo.stetter, 
Charles  and  William  Blatt.  John  Steeley,  N.  M. 
Katz.  David  Barnholtz  and  Prof.  William  Nai- 
denoff. 


Rosenberg  Bows  Out  as 
President  of  AMPTO 

Pittsburgh — M.  A.  Rosenberg  said  “au 
revoir”  as  president  of  the  AMPTO  of  W. 
Pa.,  at  a testimonial  dinner  staged  in  his 
honor  Tuesday  evening  as  the  association’s 
20th  annual  convention  ended.  He  is  suc- 
ceeded by  Fred  A.  Beedle  of  Cannons- 
burg,  a veteran  member  and  brother  of 
E.  T.  “Eddie”  Beedle,  his  partner  in  ex- 
hibition. 

Harry  Walker  of  Crafton  was  elected 
vice-president  and  Joseph  Gellman,  Du- 
quesne,  and  Fred  J.  Herrington,  Pitts- 
burgh, were  renamed  treasurer  and  secre- 
tary, respectively. 

Rosenberg  was  named  a member  of  the 
board  of  directors,  and  Carl  Poke,  Pitts- 
burgh, was  re-elected  to  this  body.  William 
Walker,  brother  of  Harry  Walker,  new 
vice-president,  was  elected  to  the  board  to 
succeed  Peter  Antonoplos. 

Attorney  Nathan  M.  Katz,  AMPTO 
counsel,  presided  as  toastmaster  at  the  tes- 
timonial banquet  which  honored  Rosen- 
berg. Approximately  250  attended.  The 
guest  of  honor  was  gifted  with  a wrist 
watch. 


National  Allied  Directors 
Attend  Closed  Sessions 

Pittsburgh — Attending  the  closed  ses- 
sions here  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  the 
AMPTO  convention  were  a majority  of  the 
members  of  the  national  board  of  directors 
of  Allied  States,  including  Abram  F.  My- 
ers, Washington;  Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  Dal- 
las; Nathan  Yamins,  Fall  River,  Mass.; 
Sidney  E.  Samuelson,  Philadelphia;  Roy 
Harrold,  Indianapolis;  P.  J.  Wood,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio;  Ray  Branch,  Detroit;  Herman 
Blum,  Baltimore;  J.  Thornton  Kelly,  New 
Jersey;  Prank  Horning,  Baltimore;  August 
C.  Berkholtz,  West  Bend,  Wis.;  William 
Ainsworth,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.;  Lee  New- 
bury, New  Jersey,  and  M.  A.  Rosenberg 
and  Fred  J.  Herrington,  Pittsburgh. 


Finish  "Pot  O'  Gold"  Script 

Hollywood — Frederick  Hazlitt  Brennan 
has  finished  the  script  of  “Pot  O’  Gold.” 
Globe  has  slated  it  to  begin  November  25. 
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Enigma  in  Gross  Low  Despite 
Large  Defense  Orders 


Producers  lo  Take 
Fighi to  Censors 


Pittsburgh — Developments  indicate  that 
the  state  censor  board  is  due  to  come  un- 
der the  heavy  legal  artillery  of  the  pro- 
ducers on  the  ground  that  this  body  has 
exceeded  its  authority  in  banning  two 
major  features  during  recent  weeks. 

Neil  P.  Agnew,  general  sales  manager  of 
Paramount,  said  in  New  York  last  week 
that  his  company  would  combat  “by  every 
legal  means”  the  board’s  action  in  pro- 
scribing “The  World  in  Flames,”  a com- 
pilation of  Paramount  newsreel  clippings 
over  a period  of  20  years.  The  company 
will  argue  that  the  board  overstepped  its 
legal  boundaries  in  the  ruling,  with  coun- 
sel planning  to  take  the  fight  into  the 
highest  court  if  necessary. 

Hearing  is  slated  for  next  week  in  su- 
perior court  here  on  the  board’s  ban 
against  RKO  Radio’s  “The  Ramparts  We 
Watch,”  a preparedness  feature  produced 
by  March  of  'Time  which  features  in  its 
new  version  “Baptism  of  Fire,”  German- 
produced  propaganda  film. 

(See  page  3 for  editorial  discussion 
of  subject.) 


Many  Tradefolk  Turn  Out 
For  Opening  of  Penn 

Mount  Pleasant,  Pa. — Many  members  of 
the  trade  attended  the  grand  opening  of 
the  new  Penn  here  October  15.  The  house 
is  entirely  new  and  replaces  the  old  Cox. 
William  Leibovitz,  veteran  exhibitor,  is  the 
proprietor,  and  his  assistant  is  his  son- 
in-law,  Harold  Cohen.  The  Leibovitzes  en- 
tertained at  their  home  that  evening  af- 
ter the  second  show  was  under  way. 

Among  those  present  were  Mark  Gold- 
man, Monogram;  George  Tice,  Columbia; 
F.  D.  “Dinty”  Moore,  Vitagraph;  E.  S. 
“Jim”  Thorpe,  20th-Fox;  Jim  Alexander, 
Sam  Fineberg  and  Lou  Hanna,  Republic; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  F.  Morrone,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Vincent  Josack,  Superior  Supply; 
Martin  Seed,  Berio  Vending  Co.;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  “B”  Josack,  Sports  Attrac- 
tions; John  Steely,  RCA;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ed  Siegal,  Pittsburgh;  Jerry  Geinzer, 
Broughton;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Castelli, 
Library;  Rudy  Covi,  Herminie;  John  Bix- 
ler  and  father,  Scottdale;  Guy  V.  Ida,  Mc- 
Donald; Morris  Fruhlinger,  Donora;  An- 
drew Battiston,  and  sons  Richard  and  Wal- 
lace, of  Manor,  and  Andrew’s  mother; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Bowers,  Pittsburgh 
architect;  Robert  F.  Klingensmith,  Box- 
office. 


Robert  Menches  Goes  to 
Hospital  for  Checkup 

Akron — Robert  Menches,  for  years  ac- 
tive in  the  Akron  Independent  Theatres 
Ass’n,  and  now  manager  of  the  Liberty 
here,  is  in  St.  Thomas  Hospital  for  ob- 
servation after  several  weeks  on  the  ailing 
list  at  his  home. 


Reopens  With  Four  Acts 

Youngstown — The  Grand  here,  which 
has  been  playing  stock  burlesque,  has  re- 
opened after  being  dark  several  days  with 
a policy  of  four  acts  of  vaudeville  and  a 
new  burlesque  troupe.  Jack  Kane  is  man- 
ager. 


Cleveland  Supporting 
Stage-Screen  Shows 


Cleveland — ^Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cleveland  and 
all  the  children  are  showing  a decided  lik- 
ing for  the  combination  entertainment  of 
stage  and  screen.  Ever  since  the  RKO 
Palace  resumed  its  flesh  shows  the  first 
week  in  September,  business  has  been  on 
the  upgrade. 

Encouraged  by  the  support  of  the  pub- 
lic, Nat  Holt,  RKO  Great  Lakes  division 
manager,  has  been  out  gunning  for  big 
names  and  for  big  shows.  George  Jessel 
and  his  recent  bride,  Lois  Andrews,  are 
gracing  the  Palace  boards,  bringing  with 
them  their  “Hollywood  Show”  which  in- 
cludes Jean  Parker,  Rochelle  Hudson,  Isa- 
bel Jewel,  Lya  Lys,  Gene  Cary  and  other 
acts. 

Three  major  stage  shows  and  two  name 
bands  will  follow  each  other  in  succession 
as  follows:  November  1 — Xavier  Cugat  and 
his  famous  rhumba  band  with  supporting 
acts;  November  8 — New  York  World’s  Fair 
“Streets  of  Paris”  with  a company  of  60; 
November  15 — Woody  Herman  and  his 
popular  band,  with  specialty  acts;  Novem- 
ber 22 — Louella  Parsons  and  her  Holly- 
wood show  which  include  Binnie  Barnes 
and  her  husband,  Mike  Frankovitch; 
Brenda  Joyce,  Ilona  Massey,  Robert  Stack, 
Sabu  and  BUI  Orr. 


Murphy  McHenry  Aids  in 
"Kit  Carson"  Campaign 

Cleveland — Murphy  McHenry,  personal 
representative  to  Producer  Edward  Small, 
is  in  town  working  out  an  exploitation 
campaign  with  Ed  Fisher  of  the  UA  pub- 
licity department  and  Joe  Longo  of  Loew’s 
publicity  department  for  “Kit  Carson,” 
scheduled  to  open  next  week  at  Loew’s 
Stillman.  They  are  working  on  a plan  to 
bring  William  Farnum  and  a half  dozen 
Shoshone  Indians  to  Cleveland  for  a per- 
sonal appearance  engagement  through  the 
run  of  the  picture.  All  arrangements  for 
a great  celebration  have  been  made  and 
the  only  thing  wanting  is  a final  accept- 
ance from  Farnum. 


Cleveland  Exchange  Union 
Dance  on  November  15 

Cleveland — Exchange  Employes  Local 
B-5  wUl  hold  its  annual  benefit  dance  Fri- 
day, November  15,  at  the  Moose  Temple, 
2536  Euclid  Ave.  The  dance  wUl  follow 
the  election  of  officers  to  be  held  Novem- 
ber 6. 

Tickets  for  the  benefit  dance,  at  50  cents 
each,  may  be  had  from  any  of  the  local’s 
members.  There  will  be  door  prizes,  it  is 
announced,  and  all  of  them  will  be  poultry. 

John  Wein,  president,  announces  that 
new  club  quarters  have  been  leased  in  the 
Olmsted  Hotel,  and  in  the  future  all  meet- 
ings will  be  held  there.  Local  B-5  meets 
the  first  Wednesday  after  the  first  Mon- 
day of  each  month. 


By  ELSIE  LOEB 

Cleveland  — Cleveland  exhibitors  are 
growing  old  trying  to  figure  out  why  it  is 
that  with  more  than  60  million  dollars 
worth  of  war  orders  let  to  Cleveland  firms, 
the  film  business  is  not  showing  any  im- 
provement over  a poor  summer. 

After  sharpening  a sheaf  of  pencils  in 
an  effort  to  solve  the  puzzle  by  figures,  one 
of  the  exhibitors,  who  has  given  this  ser- 
ious thought,  has  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  public,  as  a whole,  has  a fixed 
amusement  allowance  and  its  present  habit 
is  to  spend  just  that  much  and  no  more. 
Comparing  this  year’s  grosses  with  those 
of  the  same  period  last  year,  this  exhibi- 
tor, who  operates  a chain  of  theatres,  con- 
cludes that  the  ten  per  cent  federal  tax 
has  affected  the  public  to  the  extent  that 
the  average  patron  cuts  his  attendance  so 
that  his  total  amusement  expenditure,  tax 
included,  is  no  greater  than  his  entertain- 
ment budget  was  prior  to  the  tax.  “If  a 
hundred  people  eliminate  one  show  a week 
on  account  of  the  tax,  we  know  it  at  the 
boxoffice,”  says  this  diagnostician. 

All  down  the  subsequent  theatre  line, 
the  same  condition  prevails  and  the  boys 
who  pay  the  bills  are  beginning  to  be  tired 
from  eye  strain  looking  for  the  promised 
boom. 

Downtown  houses,  however,  show  a 
marked  improvement  in  business.  Big  at- 
tractions like  “The  Sea  Hawk,”  “Foreign 
Correspondent,”  “Boom  Town,”  “The 
Howards  of  Virginia,”  and  “Strike  Up  the 
Band”  pull  like  a magnet — tax  or  no  tax. 
This  week  the  downtown  first  run  busi- 
ness was  17  per  cent  above  normal.  The 
attractions  included  “Strike  Up  the 
Band,”  “Brigham  Young,”  two  hold-overs, 
“The  Westerner”  and  “No  Time  for  Com- 
edy” and  a stage  show  called  “Bali  Bali” 
at  the  Palace  with  “The  Great  Profile”  on 
the  screen. 


A Radio  Dramatization  of 
"Zorro"  With  Cincy  Girl 

Cincinnati — A local  girl  will  be  chosen 
to  play  opposite  Tyrone  Power  in  the 
radio  dramatization  of  “The  Mark  of  Zor- 
ro” on  the  Kate  Smith  Hour  November  1, 
which  will  be  one  of  the  features  of  the 
world  premiere  celebration  for  the  picture, 
opening  the  same  night  at  the  Shubert 
and  Albee  theatres.  The  lucky  girl  will 
play  the  role  which  Linda  Darnell  has  in 
the  20th  Century-Fox  picture. 

Applications  for  tryouts  for  the  part  will 
be  handled  by  radio  station  WCKY  and 
auditions  will  be  held  next  Wednesday. 


Siegrist  Showmans  Club 
Plans  Social  for  Nov,  3 

Canton — ^The  Charles  Siegrist  Show- 
man’s Club,  original  showman’s  group  of 
eastern  Ohio,  with  which  many  district 
theatre  executives  and  employes  are  af- 
filiated, will  hold  its  first  social  gathering 
of  the  fall  and  winter  season  at  the  Dover 
Hotel  in  Dover,  Ohio,  November  3. 

Clyde  Schaeffer  of  the  Dover  Reporter 
is  chairman  of  the  committee  in  charge 
of  arrangements.  More  than  200  members 
and  their  wives  are  expected  to  attend  the 
all -day  session. 
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Q,ABRIEL  G.  RUBIN,  managing  director 
of  the  Art  Cinema,  who  recently  broke 
all  house  records  with  a 17 -week  engage- 
ment of  “The  Burning  Question,”  for 
which  he  owns  distributing  rights  for 
western  Pennsylvania,  has  just  acquired 
Ohio  state  rights  on  this  subject  . . . Lee 
Conrad,  manager  of  the  Embassy,  Johns- 
town, presented  “The  Man  Who  Came  to 
Dinner”  on  his  stage  October  24  . . . 
AMPTO  headquarters  and  Superior  Sup- 
ply have  been  newly  painted  . . . C.  C. 
Kellenberg,  20th-Fox’s  local  sales  mana- 
ger, newly  elected  chief  barker  of  the  Va- 
riety Club  and  deputy  American  Legion 
commander,  is  taking  an  active  interest  in 
the  memorial  tribute  to  the  late  Harry 
Houdini,  who  died  in  1926.  Local  ma- 
gicians and  the  Legion  are  cooperating  in 
the  tribute  which  will  be  climaxed  Octo- 
ber 31  when  a magic  show  will  be  pre- 
sented for  the  veterans  in  Aspinwall  Hos- 
pital . . . With  the  reopening  of  the  Sena- 
tor, John  O.  Hooley  has  been  shifted  to 
this  Liberty  Avenue  spot  as  manager. 

Johnny  Harris’  ice  hockey  season  opens 
at  the  Gardens  November  2 and  “The  Jce- 
Capades  of  1941”  begins  its  engagement 
there  Nove?nber  4 . . . Regis  Toomey,  film 
player,  was  one  of  ll  outstanding  gradu- 
ates of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  who 
was  honored  by  the  school’s  general  alum- 
ni association  last  Friday  . . . John  M.  Ball 
III  is  again  press-agenting  the  Cathedral, 
New  Castle.  He  held  this  post  when  the 
auditorium  was  first  turned  into  a theatre 
three  years  ago. 

C.  C.  Kellenberg,  Variety  Club’s  new 
chief  barker,  will  be  king  for  the  day  at 
the  October  28  dinner.  The  October  25 
family  night  party  was  in  charge  of  the 
Art  Morrones  and  the  Lew  Leftons  . . . 
Plans  for  the  new  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
house  for  the  Bramwell  Theatres  have  been 
furnished  by  Alex  B.  Mahood,  architect  of 
Bluefield  . . . Perry  Drey,  West  Union, 
W.  Va.,  exhibitor,  is  building  a summer 
residence  facing  a nearby  lake  . . . M.  E. 
Sperling,  Moundsville,  W.  Va.,  showman, 
has  taken  his  new  yacht  to  dry  dock  for 
the  winter.  Maybe  he’ll  come  up  the  river 
with  the  boat  to  visit  us  next  summer. 

Meynbers  of  the  Paramount  bowling 
league  ivho  meet  each  Friday  at  the  Uni- 
versity Recreation  Alleys  are  Harry  Passa- 
rell,  president  and  captain  of  the  Pirates; 
Henry  Stanley,  Francis  Seubert,  Phoebe 
Homer,  captain  of  the  Cardinals;  John 
Rodgers,  captain  of  the  Dodgers;  Bill 
Brooks,  captain  of  the  Indians;  Jack  Fon- 
taine, captain  of  the  Giants;  Kitty  Stan- 
ley, Jerry  Wolff,  Peg  O’Connell,  Grace 
Benitz,  Raymond  Pritchett,  John  Navoney, 
treasurer  and  captain  of  the  Reds;  Min 
Gable,  Margaret  Priolatti,  Helen  McGurk, 
Sib  Maltesta,  Margaret  Miller,  Dot  Gold- 
stem,  secretary;  Goldie  Mandel,  Esther 
Mallinger,  Victoria  Busch  and  Wayne  Flee- 
ger.  Phoebe  Homer  has  rolled  the  best 
game  for  the  girls  and  Harry  Passarell 
and  Hen  Stanley  are  tied  for  the  men’s 
honors. 

Sam  Hanauer  expects  to  have  his  new 
Beaver  Falls  house  ready  for  opening  with- 
in two  weeks  . . . The  Smi-Telegraph  de- 
voted a half-page  cut  showing  1,200  women 
at  the  South  Hills  Theatre,  Dormont,  for 
the  initial  session  of  the  Pall  Theatre 
Cooking  School.  Regular  matinee  price 
admits  the  cooking  scholars  who  remain 
for  the  regular  screen  program.  There  are 
outstanding  prizes  offered.  Theatres  sched- 
uled for  the  season  include  the  Memorial, 
Kenyon,  Mt.  Oliver,  Bellevue,  Etna,  Am- 


bridge,  Melrose,  Capitol  (Braddock),  Ar- 
cade, Leona,  Rowland,  Roxian,  Schenley 
and  the  Enright  . . . Mrs.  Guy  Peterson, 
wife  of  the  local  southern  area  sales  rep- 
resentative for  Paramount,  has  returned 
to  the  family  home  in  Morgantown,  W.  Va., 
after  a visit  in  New  York  where  she  at- 
tended the  wedding  of  Betty  Haddow 
(daughter  of  G.  K.  Haddow,  at  one  time  a 
company  executive  here  and  now  in  charge 
of  exchange  maintenance  for  Paramount), 
who  was  married  to  Jack  Deagan. 

Charles  Anderson,  Alpine  circuit's  head, 
ivas  at  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  this  week 
for  a checkup  . . . David  Parry,  UA  ex- 
ploiteer  and  son  of  Mrs.  Florence  Fisher 
Parry,  Press  columnist,  was  here  for  spe- 
cial work  in  connection  with  the  opening 
of  Charlie  Chaplin’s  “The  Great  Dictator” 
at  the  Warner  October  25  . . . “Cut”  ver- 
sion of  George  White’s  “Scandals”  will 
open  on  the  Stanley  stage  November  1. 
Coming  up  at  a later  date  will  be  Louella 
O.  Parsons  and  her  second  stage  unit,  the 
troupe  to  include  Ilona  Massey,  Robert 
Stack,  Binnie  Barnes,  William  Orr,  Sabu, 
Mike  Frankovitch  and  Brenda  Joyce  . . . 
Additional  exploiteer  has  been  named  for 
the  Harris  mterests  m the  person  of  James 
Lindsay,  identified  for  several  seasons  as 
technical  director  at  the  Pittsburgh  Play- 
house . . . The  David  Victors  of  New 
Castle  held  open  house  last  Friday  in  cele- 
bration of  their  15th  wedding  anniversary . 

Allied  exhibitors  of  West  Virginia  met 
in  Morgantown  to  discuss  future  plans. 
Attending  were  Richard  D.  Marks,  Gar- 
land West,  George  Sallows,  John  Panopou- 
los  and  Jimmy  Brownfield  . . . Mannie  Gol- 
den put  on  his  harness  and  opened  the 
New  McClure  in  Woods  Run  last  Satur- 
day. House  had  been  closed  for  a long 
period  following  its  transfer  from  Mrs. 
Bessie  Goldstein  to  the  Mervis  Bros.  . . . 
A John  Oliffe,  29,  has  been  held  for  court 
on  a charge  of  arson  in  connection  with 
a recent  $3,000  fire  which  swept  the  Mc- 
Clure Theatre  building  . . . Sympathy  to 
Jack  Judd  whose  father  died  this  week 
. . . M-G-M  Pep  Club  is  staging  a Hallo- 
we’en Party  October  26  at  the  Windsor 
Hotel,  Ohio  River  Blvd.  It’ll  be  a costume 
shindig. 


Schreiber  Heads  Amuse. 
Division  in  Fund  Drive 

Detroit — Campaign  for  the  Detroit 
Community  Fund  is  under  way,  with  the 
amusement  division  again  headed  by  Alex 
Schreiber.  A committee  of  active  exhibi- 
tors, exchange  and  supply  men  has  been 
organized,  and  is  out  to  ask  Pilmrow  to 
do  its  bit  for  this  major  charity  drive. 

Detroit’s  Amusement  quota  may  be  set 
unofficially  at  $8,000.  A suggested  con- 
tribution is  five  per  cent  of  six  weeks’ 
salary. 

Every  person  in  the  industry  can  con- 
tribute to  this — whether  it  is  one  dollar 
or  more,  it  all  helps,  and  can  make  the 
industry  100  per  cent  in  this  great  drive. 
Theatre  managers  who  have  asked  staff 
members  have  found  them  willing  to  sub- 
scribe; the  same  with  exchange  employes. 

Every  cent  contributed  goes  to  charity 
— the  entire  administrative  cost  being  un- 
derwritten by  private  donors.  Every  re- 
ligious and  many  non-sectarian  institutions 
in  the  charitable  field  share  in  the  Fund 
— help  Pilmrow  meet  its  moral  obligation 
by  making  your  pledge  now — and  keeping 
it  later. — H.  F.  R. 


Foes  of  Sunday  Shows 
Swing  Into  Action 


Pittsburgh — The  campaign  against  Stm- 
day  motion  picture  exhibitions  came  out 
in  the  open  this  week  as  the  November  5 
election  day  approached. 

Pointing  out  that  the  obligations  of  the 
Holy  Name  Society  call  for  special  interest 
in  the  proper  observance  of  Sunday  and 
that  the  Pittsburgh  Diocesan  Union  of  the 
society  had  formally  resolved  to  oppose 
the  opening  of  commercial  motion  picture 
theatres  on  Sundays,  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Diocesan  Union  urged  all 
members  of  parish  branches  in  towns 
where  the  Sunday  referenda  will  be  held 
to  work  for  their  rejection. 

The  Pittsburgh  Catholic  went  back  to 
its  files  of  1891  to  reproduce  Pope  Leo 
Kill’s  Encyclical  “Rerum  Novarum”  and 
to  1935  to  republish  Bishop  Hugh  C. 
Boyle’s  denunciation  of  Sunday  shows.  In 
addition  to  other  anti-copy  the  paper 
of  the  current  issue  published  two  edi- 
torials against  motion  picture  exhibitions 
on  Sundays  and  condemned  the  “local 
option  plan  of  undermining  the  Third 
Commandment,  which  was  devised  by  the 
motion  picture  monopoly.” 

A handbill  struck  at  the  “big  barons 
of  the  industry,  back  of  this  drive  for 
Sunday  movies,  who  recognize  no  day  of 
rest  and  worship — not  even  the  Saturday- 
Sabbath,  much  less  the  Christian  Sabbath. 
The  drive  for  a movie  Sunday  is  a Fifth 
Column  activity,  undermining  the  religious 
foundations  of  our  liberties  and  of  our 
Democracy.”  Issued  by  a certain  R.  H. 
Martin,  Pittsburgh,  this  handbill  stated 
that  over  2,350  Pennsylvania  municipalities 
do  not  have  Sunday  shows. 


Auto  Industry's  Outlook 
Heartens  Detroit  Trade 

Detroit — Detroit  Filmrow  took  heart 
this  week  when  reports  came  in  from  the 
Auto  Shows — both  Detroit’s  and  New 
York’s.  Original  advance  speculation  was 
highly  dubious  about  the  market  for  cars 
at  this  time,  and  the  prospect  of  facing  a 
decreased  output  in  the  big  auto  plants 
here  was  a harbinger  of  despair  to  the 
filmites. 

Reports  of  sales  and  even  more,  of  the 
widespread  interest  in  new  models  that  is 
likely  to  increase  sales  to  a new  level  for 
recent  seasons,  has  sent  local  auto  plant 
executives  into  minor  raptures — and  their 
optimism  is  being  rapidly  spread  around 
among  filmites  as  well.  The  change  of  tim- 
ing in  the  auto  show  dates — from  mid- 
winter, to  October,  made  about  two  years 
back,  has  just  about  become  accepted  as 
normal,  and  the  prospects  are  that  sales 
for  the  show  this  year  will  just  about  equal 
the  show  totals  of  the  big  winter  shows  of 
some  years  ago. 

Trend  of  employment  is  upward 
throughout  the  city,  based  on  the  pros- 
pects of  the  auto  plants — and  this  spreads 
to  the  hundreds  of  types  of  businesses 
which  are  indirectly  dependent  on  auto- 
mobiles here,  in  an  endless  chain.  Result 
is  going  to  be  more  spending  for  shows 
which  have  always  got  their  fair  share  of 
the  workingman’s  dollar  in  this  city. 


Remodel  Rivoli 

Toledo — The  Rivoli  here  has  been  ex- 
tensively remodeled  and  re-equipped. 
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T OUIS  B.  GOODMAN  has  been  made 
manager  of  the  newly  acquired  Oak- 
man,  by  Wisper  and  Wetsman  theatres,  in 
addition  to  the  Fenkell  and  Piccadilly.  Joe 
Wisper  is  new  house  manager  under  Good- 
man at  the  Piccadilly,  while  Bernard 
Schwartz  remains  as  house  manager  at  the 
Fenkell  . . . H.  Vinton  Gilbert  of  Allied 
Film  Exchange  had  filmites,  the  press,  and 
cast  of  “Unfaithfully  Yours”  from  the 
Wilson  Theatre  over  Thursday  for  screen- 
ing of  “Lilac  Domino,”  starring  Michael 
Barrett,  who  heads  the  Wilson  Theatre 
cast  . . . Springer  Pictures,  Inc.,  new  com- 
mercial producing  firm  here,  will  rent 
studio  space  as  required,  instead  of  build- 
ing their  own  . . . George  Kapps  has 
moved  to  a new  plant  on  Wildemere 
Avenue. 

Mrs.  Molly  Frischkorn  celehratmg  her 
birthday  Saturday  at  Variety  . . . Harry 
Levinson,  the  Lone  Wolf  of  Filmrow,  mar- 
ried Verona  Walther,  candy  girl  at  the 
Michigan  . . . Mrs.  William  Flemion,  who 
has  been  in  poor  health  for  sometime,  was 
taken  to  the  hospital  Monday  . . . Variety 
Club  has  two  new  projectors,  for  giving 
shows  to  shut-ins,  the  gift  of  the  man- 
agement of  the  Film  Building. 

Charles  Laughton’s  rehearsal  for  a per- 
sonal appearance  at  the  Fox  was  marred 
by  a 12-foot  tumble  into  the  orchestra 
pit — similar  to  his  role  in  “They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted,”  incidentally.  He 
suffered  cuts  and  shock,  but  went  on  with 
his  scheduled  shows  . . . Father  Flanagan 
of  Boys  Town  will  speak  at  a noon  lunch- 
eon at  Masonic  Temple,  November  19. 


TABLECLOTH  NOTES: 

At  Variety’s  first  fall  luncheon: 

Over  in  the  Crystal  Room  of  the  Hotel 
Fort  Shelby  for  a change  from  last  year — 
Rumors  Barkers  are  talking  of  moving 
clubrooms  and  all  into  that  sky  suite  at 
the  Fort  Shelby  . . . Louis  Kirchner  very 
efficiently  at  the  door  handling  tickets  . . . 
Dick  Flemion  was  relief  manager  for  the 
Amo  for  a few  nights  . . . Saul  Korman 
of  the  Grant  claims  sartorial  honors  for 
his  partner,  Moe  Teitel  . . . Bill  Flemion, 
PRC  manager,  thinks  he  needs  a chauf- 
feur to  compete  . . . Carl  Zipper,  PRC 
booker,  ably  seconding  his  chief. 


Harlan  Starr,  Monogram  manager,  and 
Florist  Frank  Lorenzen  headed  off  our 
table  . . . John  Howard,  Paramount  man- 
ager, down  at  the  far  end  . . . Charlie 
Perry,  Adams  manager,  with  a brand  new 
black  mustache,  promises  a goatee  next 
. . . Bill  Carlson  again  official  greeter  . . . 
Tom  McGuire,  Co-op  publicity  chief, 
aristocratically  ensconced  in  the  corner 
. . . W.  J.  Turnbull,  Clarence  Williamson, 
and  the  rest  of  the  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply gang  nearly  filled  one  table  . . . Jack 
Saxe,  Dough  Guy,  has  his  own  brand  of 
cigars — or  has  he?  . . . Dave  Player  of  the 
Amo  gets  his  in  a hardware  store  . . . Bob 
Fischer,  roadshowman,  was  the  last  man 
to  arrive — till  Ralph  Ruben,  who  is  not 
dieting,  turned  up  ...  H.  V.  Gilbert  of 
Allied  Film  Exchange  reported  in  with  a 
party  of  ten  ladies  . . . Cully  Buermele, 
Co-op  g.  m.,  made  it  “official”  by  his  at- 
tendance . . . Bill  London  of  Associated 
Theatres  attended  with  his  two  sons  . . . 
Dave  Newman,  modestly  describing  him- 
self as  running  “a  couple  of  little  theatres” 

. . . Irving  Belinsky  in  a bad  spot  caught 
between  Sol  and  Mac  Krim. 


Mort  Winston  was  definitely  on  hand 
from  Typocraft  . . . Ray  Schreiber  brought 
in  the  Major  Bowes  unit  from  the  Colo- 


Detroit  Filmrow  Bowlers 
Complete  Team  Lineup 


Detroit — Lineup  of  teams  in  the  Film 
Bowling  League,  veteran  organization  of 
Detroit  filmite-bowlers,  has  been  com- 
pleted by  President  Jack  Saxe.  The  boys 
are  bowling  at  the  Masonic  Temple  alleys, 
near  Filmrow  again.  Bowling  is  on  Fri- 
day at  8:30  p.  m. 

New  factor  in  setting  up  teams  this  year 
was  the  attempt  to  have  men  bowl  on  the 
teams  sponsored  by  the  firms  where  they 
work,  wherever  this  is  possible — and  this 
has  been  accomplished  despite  the  neces- 
sity of  having  teams  fairly  evenly  matched 
on  handicaps. 

Teams  are: 

Amusement  Supply  Co.:  Wade  Allen, 
captain;  Ralph  Ruben,  Barney  Adair, 
Cliff  White,  and  Dave  Kaplan. 

Film  Drug  Store:  Max  Blumenthal, 
captain;  Irving  Belinsky,  A1  Rupert,  A1 
Braver,  and  Sam  Merson. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox:  Jack  Strum, 
captain:  Arthur  D.  Knapp,  Louis  Fava, 
Floyd  Keeler,  and  Jack  Susami. 

Republic  Pictures:  Irwin  Pollard,  cap- 
tain; Sam  Seplowin,  Bert  Holmes,  Gene 
Alexander,  and  Sam  Wilson. 

Cooperative  Theatres:  Fred  Sturgess, 
captain:  Bob  Thompson,  Clark  Baker,  Max 
Englander,  and  A1  Wagner. 

Film  Truck  Service:  Art  Koskie,  captain; 
Frank  Jones,  Carl  Dorst,  Lou  Metzger,  and 
Herb  Brown. 

Monogram  Pictures:  Jack  Saxe,  captain; 
Emil  H.  Beck,  Claire  Townsend,  Ray  Cloud, 
and  A1  Boyer. 

United  Artists:  Ben  Zimner,  captain; 
Sydney  Bowman,  Morris  Dudelson,  A1 
Grasgrin,  and  Jay  Conover. 


Detroit — Amusement  Supply  and  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  are  tied  for  tops  in 
the  Nightingale  Club’s  bowling  race. 


Standings  now  are: 

Team — W<»n  Tost 

Amusement  Supply  Co 9 3 

National  Theatre  {Supply  9 3 

Toren/eii  Flower  Shop  7 5 

Fniie  Forbes  0 <5 

M<itioK:raph  5 7 

lireiikert  Projector  5 7 

McArtliur  Theatre  Supply 4 8 

National  Carbon  3 9 


Higfh  roller  of  the  week  was  Jack  Tincleii- 
thal,  hittinjf  with  a 20(i  for  one  grame, 

while  Sam  Cornelia  set  the  hi8:h  of  222  for 
one  ffame,  and  F.  Tiffht  was  se<*ond  higrh  for 
three,  with  523. 


Sentence  Stench  Bombers 

Detroit — Two  men,  convicted  of  stench 
bombing  the  Center  Theatre,  operated  by 
Associated  Circuit,  before  Judge  Donald 
Van  Zile,  in  a jui-y  trial,  were  sentenced 
from  five  to  15  years.  This  apparently 
marks  the  close  of  a minor  wave  of  stench 
bombing,  with  at  least  three  Woodward 
Avenue  theatres  suffering  from  such  at- 
tacks last  spring. 


nial  to  give  a stage  show  . . . Sol  Bems 
much  interested  in  the  show — he  booked 
. . . George  McArthur  forgot  to  bring  his 
new  Scotty,  “Major  Bowes,”  down  to  see 
the  unit  in  the  show. 


Harold  C.  Robinson,  chief  barker,  pre- 
sided for  the  day  ...  Ed  Kirchner,  as 
Tag  Day  chairman,  conducted  the  pro- 
gram . . . Frank  Cody,  superintendent  of 
schools,  was  chief  speaker,  with  many  civic 
figures  in  attendance  . . . About  100 
ladies,  captains  in  the  Tag  Day  Drive, 
were  among  them,  making  final  arrange- 
ments for  the  big  event. 


PD  HUEGLE  of  Loew’s  celebrated  his 
15th  year  of  married  blessedness  last 
Tuesday  and  says  he’s  still  in  favor  . . . 
R.  E.  Paulus  of  the  Spicer,  Akron,  is  on 
the  sick  list  . . . Paul  Vogel  of  Air  Con- 
ditioning and  Building  Co.  of  Wellsville, 
who  recently  completed  construction  of  the 
Russell,  Millersburg,  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoy 
Russell,  is  now  contemplating  remodeling 
his  own  Liberty  . . . Milton  Hansburg,  who 
recently  acquired  the  old  Hazelton  Dome 
in  Youngstown,  is  remodeling  the  house 
from  tip  to  toe  and  expects  to  throw  open 
the  doors  either  the  end  of  October  or 
early  in  November.  The  house  is  now 
called  the  New  Center. 

George  Manos,  circuit  owner,  is  rooting 
for  Oberlin  these  days.  Reason  is  that  his 
daughter  Jean  is  a student  there  . . . Mrs. 
Esther  Clark  of  the  Community , Cadiz, 
selected  a bad  day  for  her  annual  film 
salesmen’s  picnic.  We  lamped  Charles 
Rich,  Vitagraph  branch  manager,  and  Joe 
Minsky,  Vitagraph  salesman,  starting  out 
for  it  in  a downpour  that  would  have  dis- 
couraged the  less  hardy  . . . Chris  Velas, 
who  recently  bought  the  property  which 
includes  the  Old  Home  Theatre  in  Bridge- 
port, will  start  to  remodel  the  house  al- 
most any  day  now  . . . Wayne  Kimball  has 
ideas  about  building  a new  house  in  Louis- 
ville where  he  formerly  operated  the  Louis. 

Bill  Estrin  of  State  Sign  Co.  has  been 
discharged  from  Huron  Road  Hospital 
where  they  cured  him  of  pneumonia  . . . 
Doris  Gould  of  the  Vitagraph  typewriter 
brigade  is  in  Florida  gaining  back  what 
she  lost  as  the  result  of  a recent  operation 
. . . Jim  Schrake,  manager  of  the  Jewel, 
is  feeling  better  now  that  his  wife  is  home 
from  the  hospital  . . . F.  Arthur  Simon  and 
M.  M.  Jacobs  have  turned  over  the  keys  of 
their  Lorain  to  Harry  Barnhard,  who  at 
one  time  owned  a string  of  houses  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Victor  Schram,  who  has  been  around 
town  for  the  past  six  months  with  theatre 
business -building  programs,  leaves  next 
week  to  join  his  wife  in  Hollywood.  He 
has  several  offers  under  consideration,  all 
of  them  on  the  west  coast  . . . Jack  Barck, 
manager  of  the  Market  Square,  has  bought 
the  Lyric,  Delta  . . . Universal  and  RKO 
exchanges,  being  remodeled,  are  beginning 
to  take  shape.  They  will  be  so  changed 
that  the  old  guard  will  need  guides  to 
show  them  around  . . . “Strike  Up  the 
Band”  went  over  so  well  at  Loeiv’s  State, 
that  it  was  moved  over  to  the  Stillman  for 
a eontinued  run. 

Interest  in  Charles  Chaplin’s  “The  Great 
Dictator”  is  at  fever  heat.  In  answer  to 
exhibitor  questions,  the  local  UA  ex- 
change says  that  in  all  likelihood  the  pic- 
ture will  be  shown  locally  under  the  same 
policy  that  prevailed  for  “GWTW,”  name- 
ly, continuous  during  the  day  at  popular 
prices,  with  reserved  seats  at  night  at  ad- 
vanced prices  . . . Myron  Mack  has  been 
promoted  from  usher  to  succeed  Milt  Hope 
as  doorman  at  Loew’s  State  . . . And  Ted 
Teschner,  manager  of  Loew’s  Stillman,  is 
wearing  that  smile  because  the  missus  and 
the  baby  have  returned  home  after  a 
four-week  visit  with  Mrs.  Teschner’s 
mother  in  the  east. 


Air-Coiuliti(»iu*<l  For  Your  Seasonal 
Conifort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

(Hi  fford  ami  Monteal  in 
MFFTING  FTAC’E  FOK  THF  INDUSTKY 

“Food  You’ll  Remember” 

DON  DKISCOl-I.  and  .JIMMY  KING 
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T ARRY  SMITH  of  Metro’s  contract  de- 
partment passed  his  examination  for 
the  United  States  air  corps  and  has  left 
for  training.  Smith,  on  completion  of  his 
training,  will  be  a second  lieutenant  in 
Uncle  Sam’s  flying  army  . . . Elmer 
Shard,  popular  owner  of  the  Monte  Vista, 
Reading,  Ohio,  has  been  confined  to  his 
home  by  an  illness.  His  friends  hope  for 
a speedy  recovery.  Shard  is  active  in  the 
Variety  Club  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mike 
Spanagel  journeyed  to  Columbus  for  the 
Ohio-Minnesota  game. 

‘‘Dr.  1.  Q.”  will  be  at  the  Albee  be- 
ginning November  25  for  a month  of  Mon- 
days . . . Joe  Youssewitz  was  on  the  Row 
booking  for  his  Kent  in  Raceland,  Ky.  Joe, 
who  also  runs  a clothing  business  in  Vin- 
cennes, Ind.,  is  a newcomer  to  the  picture 
field  . . . Paul  Baker  of  the  Hoosier  in 
Vevay,  Ind.,  has  completed  his  winter 
buymg  and  will  devote  his  time  to  fishing 
in  the  Ohio  between  shows.  He  is  an  ex- 
pert with  the  rod  and  reel  . . . Jim  Wad- 
dell, Walnut,  Lawrenceburg , is  seen  quite  a 
bit  at  the  track  these  days. 

Guy  Greathouse,  Elliott-Ward  circuit, 
Lexington,  visited  the  Row  . . . Jack  Vla- 
chos.  State,  Harrison,  Ohio,  in  rounding  up 
his  fall  program  . . . Nelson  F.  Mantz,  who 
recently  took  over  the  Roxy,  Leesburg, 
Ohio,  is  receiving  condolences  over  the 
death  of  his  father.  Mantz  also  owns  the 
newspaper  in  Leesborg  ...  In  town  were 
Jonas  Thomas,  Springfield,  Ohio;  Burt 
Hukle,  Roxy,  Huntington;  Virgil  Price, 
Grand,  Newark,  and  George  Turlukis, 
Middletown  ...  An  enthusiastic  and  large 
audience  of  exhibitors  attended  UA’s 
screening  of  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad’’  at 
the  Forest,  Avondale.  Harrison  Dudelson 
and  the  UA  sales  force  looked  after  the 
comfort  of  the  guests.  The  Korda  at- 
traction will  be  Xmas  fare,  and  will  be 
heralded  by  a special  publicity  campaign. 

Jack  Gardner  will  build  a new  theatre 
at  Kenawha,  W.  Va.  . . . Lester  Rosenfeld 
will  install  a new  marquee  on  his  Kena- 
wha house  . . . Metro’s  Edna  Ossege  and 
Ann  Doyle  departed  for  New  York  and 
the  Fair  on  their  annual  vacation  . . . Re- 
public is  heralding  “Hit  Parade  of  1941” 
as  its  newest  and  biggest  forthcoming 
production  . . . Bill  Myers  has  replaced 
Nat  Kaplan  on  the  Paramount  sales  force. 

The  many  friends  of  Joe  Isaacs,  exhibi- 
tor of  Cumberland  and  Whitesburg,  Ky., 
were  sorry  to  learn  of  the  death  of  his 
six-month-old  baby,  whose  untimely  de- 
mise was  caused  by  pneumonia  . . . Lee 
Goldberg  has  leased  the  entire  first  floor 
of  the  Film  Mart,  Cleveland,  to  house 
Producers’  Releasing  Corp.  in  that  city. 
Goldberg  announces  Don  Duff  will  be  of- 
fice manager  of  the  Cincinnati  exchange 
and  will  also  work  Kentucky.  Nat  Kap- 
lan, former  Paramount  salesman,  is  now 
associated  with  Goldberg.  He  will  be  resi- 
dent manager  of  the  Cincinnati  office. 


Skirball  Convalescing 

Cleveland  — W.  N.  Skirball,  circuit 
owner  with  offices  in  the  Keith  Bldg.,  is 
recuperating  at  his  Gates  Mill  estate  fol- 
lowing a recent  operation  at  Lakeside  Hos- 
pital. 


Returns  to  New  Castle 

New  Castle,  Pa. — John  M.  Ball  is  back 
at  the  Cathedral  here  doing  public  rela- 
tions. He  first  held  the  post  three  years 
ago. 
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Where  Two  Can  Get  a 
Job  Easier  Than  One 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio — Two  can  get 
a job  easier  than  one  here.  The  new 
Quaker,  soon  to  open,  is  advertising  for 
twin  girls  to  serve  as  usherettes.  The 
classified  ad  says  they  must  be  about  18. 

iS  ■ i) 

Michael  A.  Swilow 
Dies  in  Louisville 


Louisville — Michael  A.  Switow,  a pio- 
neer in  exhibition  and  operator  of  a chain 
of  theatres  in  Indiana  and  Kentucky  with 
his  sons,  died  last  Saturday  at  his  home 
here  of  a cerebral  hemorrhage.  In  fail- 
ing health  since  he  suffered  a stroke  six 
years  ago,  Switow,  who  was  76  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  recovered  sufficiently  to  re- 
sume charge  of  his  theatrical  enterprises. 
He  suffered  another  stroke  three  years 
ago  and  another  last  Jime. 

Switow  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
from  Warsaw  49  years  ago,  and  after  a 
number  of  varied  occupations  as  ditch 
digger,  dish  washer  and  glassware  ped- 
dler, he  moved  to  Shelbyville,  Ind.,  where 
he  opened  a confectionery.  It  was  while 
on  a vacation  in  Chicago  that  he  saw  his 
first  western  in  a nickelodeon  and  became 
interested  in  the  show  business. 

Contacting  Carl  Laemmle,  who  then  was 
a dealer  in  the  equipment,  he  bought  a 
projection  machine  for  $100  and  100  chairs 
at  $3  each  and  converted  his  Shelbyville 
shop  into  a confectionery  by  day  and  a 
five-cent  picture  house  by  night.  After 
his  first  night’s  receipts  of  $68,  he  de- 
cided to  turn  his  entire  attention  to  the 
business  of  motion  pictures. 

Fi'om  this  modest  beginning,  the  Swi- 
tow chain  developed  to  a point  where  it 
now  operates  in  Shelbyville,  Washington, 
Salem,  Anderson,  Seymour  and  New  Al- 
bany, in  Indiana,  and  in  Louisville  and 
Lexington,  in  Kentucky.  A number  of  the 
33  theatres  Switow  launched  he  sold  after 
they  became  successful. 

Known  for  many  private  and  public 
philanthropies,  Switow  built  the  synagogue 
and  community  house  of  the  Congregation 
Adath  Jeshurun.  He  was  also  a member 
of  the  Masons  and  the  Scottish  Rite. 

Surviving  Switow  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  An- 
nie Switow;  three  sons,  Samuel  J.,  Harry 
R.,  and  Fred  T.,  all  associated  with  him 
in  Switow  & Sons,  and  two  daughters. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Monday  at 
the  Temple  Adath  Jeshurun,  with  burial 
in  the  synagogue  cemetery. 


Thomas  Waltenbaugh,  70, 

Dies  Following  Illness 

Canton,  Ohio — Thomas  J.  Waltenbaugh, 
70,  widely  known  eastern  Ohio  theatre  ex- 
ecutive, died  October  15  in  St.  Thomas 
Hospital,  Akron,  following  a several  weeks’ 
illness. 

For  35  years  he  was  secretary  of  the 
Grand  Opera  House  here  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  late  L.  B.  Cool.  Later  he 
managed  the  local  Lyceum,  the  Colonial 
at  Akron  and  the  Bexley  at  Dover. 

He  is  survived  by  a son,  a sister  and 
two  brothers.  Services  were  held  at  the 
Seesholtz  Memorial  here.  Burial  was  in 
Northlawn  Cemetery. 


ILOIUIISVIIIILILIE 

FDWARD  DONAHUE,  the  last  manager 
of  the  local  Ohio  before  it  was  torn 
down  to  make  way  for  the  new  Woolworth 
store,  is  the  new  manager  of  the  Shelby, 
Shelbyville,  Ky.  Ed  replaces  Bob  Enoch 
. . . A.  Edward  Campbell,  manager  of  the 
four  local  colored  theatres,  is  the  proud 
father  of  a girl  . . . James  E.  Thompson, 
former  manager  of  the  Savoy,  now  is  a 
member  of  the  Falls  City  Theatre  Equip- 
ment staff  . . . J.  Murray  Blue  has  taken 
over  the  State,  Clay,  Ky. 

J.  F.  Carnahan  and  M.  C.  Hughes,  who 
own  houses  at  Beattyville,  McKee  and 
Manchester,  are  building  a new  theatre  at 
Sand  Gap,  Ky.  . . . S.  D.  Lee  of  the  Win- 
chester Amusement  Co.  is  remodeling  a 
store  building  for  use  as  a theatre  in  Win- 
chester, Ky. 

Visitors:  Ed  Donahue  of  Shelbyville; 
F.  X.  Merkley,  Rialto,  Columbia,  Ky.; 
Frank  M.  Carroll,  Orleans,  Orleans,  Ind.; 
Erwin  W.  Rau,  Alice,  Leitchfield,  Ky. 

Cliff  Buechel,  manager  of  the  local  Mary 
Anderson,  staged  a midnight  premiere  Sat- 
urday for  “Knute  Rockne — All  American.” 
Tieups  were  made  with  local  football  teams 
who  staged  a parade  before  being  the 
management’s  guest  at  the  premiere. 

"Film  Fumbles"  Through 
Monogram  in  Five  Spots 

Detroit — “Film  Fumbles,”  new  style 
film  giveaway,  will  be  released  in  Detroit, 
Charlotte,  Memphis,  New  Orleans,  and  At- 
lanta through  Monogram  Pictures,  Lloyd 
Hammond,  producer,  told  Boxoffice. 
Prints  are  to  be  played  day  and  date  in 
one  territory  at  all  houses  signing  up,  in 
order  to  allow  a $5,000  weekly  giveaway 
for  the  territory,  and  plans  require  prints 
to  be  moved  in  series  from  one  exchange 
territory  to  another  as  a result. 

Arrangements  are  now  being  made  for 
distribution  probably  through  Monogram, 
in  Cincinnati  and  Chicago,  but  distribution 
is  not  being  handled  nationally  by  Mono- 
gram. 


De  Luxe  Suburbans  Oiier 
Reviews,  Amateur  Plays 

Cleveland — The  Shaker  Theatre,  not  to 
be  outdone  by  the  Wednesday  matinee 
book  reviews  at  its  competitive  Colony 
Theatre,  is  now  turning  its  spacious  stage 
over  to  the  Shaker  High  Players  every 
Wednesday  afternoon.  The  Shaker  Play- 
ers present  a short  play  in  addition  to  the 
regular  screen  attraction,  and  the  policy  is 
gaining  great  favor. 

Manager  Marvin  Samuelson  of  the  Col- 
ony reports  that  the  weekly  book  reviews 
by  prominent  platform  speakers  are  at- 
tracting large  crowds. 

Permit  for  $40,000  Unit 
In  Columbus  Is  Issued 

Columbus — The  department  of  building 
regulation  has  issued  a permit  to  Beech- 
wold  Enterprises,  Inc.,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a brick  and  steel  theatre  building 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $40,000. 

Contractor  for  the  project  is  the  F&Y 
Construction  Co. 


A Dauahter  to  Bevingtons 

Canton — A daughter.  Sue  Carroll,  was 
born  recently  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Bev- 
ington,  the  former  owner  of  the  Wayne 
at  nearby  Waynesburg. 
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NOVA  THEATRE 

STOCKTON,  KANSAS 

BOXOFFICE: 

Congratulations  on  a very  fine 
publication  . . . the  only  trade  paper 
that  has  shown  a spirit  of  progress 
during  the  eight  years  we  hove 
been  connected  with  the  business! 

(Signed)  M.  W.  Swank 


Thanks,  Mr.  Swank, 
for  a New  Slogan! 
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fofinfliion  BUfitflu 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer* 
ence  with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 
with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MTIOO  Attraction  Board  Letters 

MTlOl  Bulletin  Boards 

MT102  Cut-Out  Machines 

MT103  Display  Frames  and  Cases 

MT104  Flashers,  Sign 

MT105  Insert  Frames 

MT106  Lamp  Coloring 

MT107  Letter  Mounting  Units 

MTIOS  Marquees 

MT109  Poster  Projectors 

MTllO  Signs,  Admission 

MTlll  Signs,  Electric 

MT112  Signs,  Neon,  Zeon 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT12‘i  Air  Circulators 

MT121  Air  Conditioning  Motors 

MT122  Air  Conditioning  Systems 

MT123  Air  Filters 

MT124  Air  Washers 

MT125  Blowers 

MT126  Boilers  and  Furnaces 

MT127  Coils,  Cooling 

MT128  Compressors 

MT129  Condensers 

MT130  Cooling  Equipment 

MT131  Cooling  Towers 

MT132  Dehumidifiers 

MT133  Diffusers,  Air 

MT134  Electric  Motor  Controls 

MT135  Exhaust  Fans 

MT136  Grilles  and  Registers 

MT137  Heating  Equipment 

MT138  Oil  Burners 

MT139  Refrigeration 

MT140  Spray  Nozzles 

MT141  Stokers 


MT142  Temperature  Control  Devices 
MT143  Thermostats  and  Humidistats 
MT144  Unit  Heaters 
MT145  Ventilating  Systems 
MT146  Water  Cooling  Systems 


DECORATIONS  & FURNISHINGS 


MT155  Acoustical  Materials 
MT156  Aisle  Lights 
MT157  Boxoffices 
MT158  Carpets 
MT159  Carpet  Cushion 
MTIGO  Design  Service 
MT161  Directional  Signs 
MT162  Door  Controls 
MT163  Draperies  and  Curtains 
MT164  Drinking  Fountains 
MT165  Exit  Signs 

MT166  Foam  Rubber  Seat  Cushions 
MT167  Interior  Decoration 
MT168  Interior  Wall  Finishes 
MT169  Lounge  Furniture 
MT170  Matting,  Rubber 
MT17I  Mirrors 

MT172  Ornamental  Metal  Work 

MT173  Paint  Products 

MT174  Railings,  Lobby 

MT175  Sand  Urns 

MT176  Seating,  Auditorium 

MT177  Slip  Covers 

MT178  Speaking  Tubes 

MT179  Ticket  Choppers  and  Boxes 

MT180  Theatre  Chairs 

MT181  Upholstery  Materials 

MT182  Wall  Coverings,  Fabric 


LIGHTING 


MT190  Dimmers  and  Controls 
MT191  Effect  Lighting  Devices 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  V/ANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


MT192  Elec.  Measuring  Instruments 

MT193  Engines,  Diesel 

MT194  Fluorescent  Lamps  and  Fixtures 

MT195  Gelatine  Sheets 

MT196  Incandescent  Lamps 

MT197  Lighting  Fixtures 

MT198  Lighting  Plants,  Emergency 

MT199  Cove  Lighting 

MT200  Reflectors 

MT201  Reflector  Lamps 

MT202  Spot  and  Flood  Lamps 

MT203  Spot  and  Flood  Lights 

MT204  Storage  Batteries 

MT205  Switches,  Safety 

MT206  Switchboards 

MT207  Transformers,  Neon 


MAINTENANCE 


MT210  Bolts,  Expansion  and  Toggle 

MT211  Carpet  Spotting  Compounds 

MT212  Drills,  Rotary 

MT213  Fire  Extinguishers 

MT214  Fireproofing  Compounds 

MT215  Gum  Removers 

MT216  Safety  Ladders 

MT217  Seat  Patching  Kits 

MT218  Seating  Repairs 

MT219  Vacuum  Cleaners 


MT270  Rheostats 

MT271  Safety  Devices 

MT272  Slide  Projectors 

MT273  Sound  Projectors,  35mm 

MT274  Sound  Projectors,  16mm 

MT275  Stereopticons 

MT276  Tool  Kits 


SANITATION 


MT285  Cleansing  Compounds 

MT286  Deodorants  and  Disinfectants 

MT287  Flush  Valves 

MT288  Hand  Driers,  Electric 

MT289  Insecticides  and  Germicides 

MT290  Odor  Absorbers 

MT291  Ozone  Generators 

MT292  Paper  Towels  and  Cabinets 

MT293  Perfumes 

MT294  Plumbing  Fixtures 

MT295  Sanitary  Supplies 

MT296  Soaps  and  Cleansers 

MT297  Suction  Cleaners 

MT298  Washroom  Accessories 


SOUND 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT225  Coin  Changing  Machines 

MT226  Fireproof  Safes  and  Files 

MT227  Music  Stands 

MT228  Organs.  Electric 

MT229  Popcorn  Machines 

MT230  Popcorn  & Confection  Supplies 

MT231  Staff  Uniforms 

MT232  Tickets 

MT233  Ticket  Machines 

MT234  Water  Coolers 


MT305  Amplifiers 

MT306  Amplifier  Tubes 

MT307  Hearing  Aids 

MT308  Horn  Lifts  and  Towers 

MT309  Intercommunicating  Systems 

MT310  Lamps,  Exciter 

MT311  Lens  Assemblies,  Sound 

MT312  Microphones 

MT313  Photoelectric  Cells 

MT314  Public  Address  Amplifiers 

MT315  Public  Address  Systems 

MT316  Radio  Tubes 

MT317  Record  Reproducers 

MT318  Sound  Equipment,  Complete 

MT319  Sound  Heads 

MT320  Sound  Service,  Contract 

MT321  Speakers 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  10-26-40 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State. 


I PROJECTION 

I 


I 


I 

I 


I 

I 

I 


I 

I 

I 


MT240  Booth  Doors  and  Ports 
MT241  Carbon  Savers 
MT242  Carbon  Waste  Cans 
MT243  Change-Over  Devices 
MT244  Condensing  Lenses 
MT245  Dowsers 
MT246  Film  Cabinets 
MT247  Film  Cement 
MT248  Film  Handling  Devices 
MT249  Film  Preservatives 
MT250  Film  Reels 
MT251  Film  Rewinders 
MT252  Fire  Shutters,  Projection 
MT253  Intermittent  Movements 
MT254  Motion  Picture  Screens 
MT255  Motor  Brushes 
MT256  Motor-Generators 
MT257  Portable  Sound  Projectors 
MT258  Projection  Arc  Lamps 
MT259  Projeetion  Lenses 
MT260  Projection  Slides 
MT261  Projector  Carbons 
MT262  Projector  Parts 
MT263  Projector  Pedestals 
MT264  Rectifiers,  Bulb  Type 
MT265  Rectifiers,  Copper-Oxide 
MT266  Rectifiers,  Copper-Sulphide 
MT267  Reel-End  Signals 
MT268  Reflector  Equipment 
MT269  Rewind  Tables 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT330  Costumes 

MT331  Curtain  Controls 

MT332  Curtain  Tracks 

MT333  Stage  and  Effect  Lighting 

MT334  Stage  Hardware 

MT335  Stage  Rigging 

MT336  Stage  Scenery 


STRUCTURE 


MT340 
MT341 
MT342 
MT343 
MT344 
MTS  45 
MT346 
MT347 
MT348 
MT349 
MT350 
MT351 
MT352 
MT353 
MT354 


Architectural  Service 
Facing  Materials,  Exterior 
Flashed  Opal  Glass 
Flooring  Materials 
Glass  Blocks 
Insulation  Materials 
Metal  Trim  and  Mouldings 
Pipe  Hangers  and  Brackets 
Plate  Glass 

Steel  and  Iron  Roofing 
Steel  and  Iron  Sheet  Metal 
Structural  Glass 
Theatre  Fronts,  Porcelain 
Theatre  Fronts,  Structural  Glass 
Wood  Veneers 
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Saracenos,  Arrigoni 
Reporl  on  Adorno 


Middletown,  Conn. — During  the  sec- 
ond week  of  the  “conspiracy”  trial  of  S&S 
Theatre  Corp.  and  Middlesex  Theatre, 
Inc.,  against  Salvatore,  Maria,  and  Joseph 
Adorno,  in  the  superior  court  here,  the 
Saraceno  brothers  and  Franklyn  Arri- 
goni were  chief  witnesses. 

Salvatore  Adorno,  former  general  man- 
ager of  the  three  Middletown  theatres 
owned  and  then  operated  by  himself  and 
the  plaintiffs,  is  accused  of  urging  the 
plaintiffs  to  lease  to  Middletown  Enter- 
prises, Inc.  in  1934  and  withholding  the 
nature  of  other  substantial  offers  made  at 
that  time  for  good  will  and  rental.  He  is 
accused  of  subsequently  withholding  the 
fact  that  he  had  a half-interest  in  the 
leasehold  and  operation  of  Middletown 
Enterprises,  Inc.  Damages  totaling  $269,- 
000  are  claimed,  as  well  as  an  injunction 
prohibiting  Adorno  from  operating  a thea- 
tre in  Middletown. 

Arrigoni  of  the  Middlesex  Theatre,  tes- 
tified that  he  had  known  and  been  friend- 
ly with  Adorno  for  30  years  and  had  con- 
fidence in  him.  He  stated  that  he  and 
the  Saraceno  brothers,  owners  of  the 
Capitol,  were  engaged  in  other  lines  of 
business,  knew  nothing  about  operating  a 
theatre  business,  and  therefore  in  1932,  at 
the  instigation  of  Adorno,  who  owns  the 
Palace  building,  entered  into  a partnership 
arrangement  for  the  operation  of  the 
three  houses.  Saraceno  was  persuaded  to 
break  a $24,000  a year  Warner  Bros,  lease 
on  the  Capitol,  it  was  testified.  Arrigoni 
stated  Adorno  was  able  to  persuade  them 
that  without  competition  and  better  buy- 
ing power,  and  with  himself  as  general 
manager,  the  three  houses  could  be  oper- 
ated at  a good  profit.  He  reported  that 
the  first  month  under  the  new  arrange- 
ment showed  a $1,000  profit  above  rent, 
the  second  month,  $700,  and  subsequently 
the  houses  showed  a loss.  In  May,  1933, 
Adorno  was  successful  in  persuading  the 
plaintiffs  to  lease  to  Middletown  Enter- 
prises, Inc.  Edward  Levy,  as  attorney  for 
Arthur  Lockwood,  testified  that  Lock- 
wood,  the  other  principal  of  Middletown 
Enterprises,  urged  Adorno  to  reveal  his 
interest  in  the  operation  to  the  plaintiffs, 
and  believed  that  Adorno  had  done  so. 

Arrigoni  testified  that  any  bidders  other 
than  Middletown  Enterprises  who  were 
mentioned  to  him  and  the  Saracenos,  were 
disparaged  by  Adorno  as  being  poor  opera- 
tors or  not  financially  responsible.  The 
hearing  was  continued  from  Thursday  to 
Monday. 


Elks  Sponsor  Opening  of 
New  Circle  in  Boston 

Boston — The  Circle,  new  M&P  Thea- 
tres Corp.  house  in  Boston,  was  given  a 
gala  reception  with  a preview  opening 
sponsored  by  the  Brookline  Lodge  of  Elks. 
The  house,  managed  by  Tom  Wall,  who 
formerly  was  resident  manager  of  the 
Metropolitan,  Modern  and  Capitol,  staged 
a formal  public  opening  on  Saturday. 

Over  1,200  patrons  filled  the  theatre  to 
capacity  and  exclaimed  over  this  latest 
venture  of  Martin  Mullin  and  Sam  Pinan- 
ski.  Both  the  interior  and  exterior  are 
finished  with  latest  equipment  and  archi- 
tectural design. 


Abem  Finkel  Chore 

Hollywood — Abem  Finkel  is  scripting 
“One  Foot  in  Heaven”  for  Warner  Bros. 


r,  

Their  Locks  of  Hair 
Aid  the  Red  Cross 

Easton,  Conn. — The  locks  of  hair  Carole 
Lombard  and  Dorothy  Lamour  supposed- 
ly sent  to  be  tied  into  trout  flies,  were 
sold  for  charity  instead. 

Through  a mutual  friendship  with  a 
Hollywood  correspondent,  the  Hollywood- 
ians  sent  the  locks  to  E,  George  Poin- 
dexter of  this  town.  Miss  Lombard  was 
reported  as  thinking  the  flies  would  form 
an  acceptable  present  for  her  sports- 
man-actor-husband, Clark  Gable. 

Poindexter  tied  the  flies,  but,  being 
the  chairman  of  the  local  Red  Cross 
auction  last  Saturday,  ordered  them  sold 
to  the  highest  bidder. 

Friars'  Milk  Fund 
Campaign  Ended 

Boston — After  many  months  of  hard 
work  and  patience,  the  Friars  Club  Fund 
campaign  has  reached  an  end.  At  a meet- 
ing held  Friday,  October  11,  in  the  Hotel 
Statler  clubrooms,  Bradbury  Cushing,  di- 
recting manager  of  the  Statler,  officiated 
at  the  drawing.  Film  man  Edward  Ansin, 
Interstate  Theatres  partner,  drew  the 
Victor  16mm  talking  picture  projection 
machine,  second  prize  on  the  list  of  eight. 

Lucky  winners  are  as  follows:  First 
prize,  a Buick  super  sedan,  was  taken  by 
Irving  Wallenstein  of  West  Newton,  Mass.; 
second  prize,  the  Victor  16mm  projection 
machine,  taken  by  Edward  Ansin;  third 
prize  an  RCA  radio  and  victrola  combina- 
tion, was  taken  by  Albert  Anderson,  Wo- 
burn. 

Fourth  prize,  a Kelvinator  refrigerator, 
was  awarded  to  the  Bertke  Electric  Co.  of 
835  West  Sixth  St.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  fifth 
prize,  an  automatic  Bendix  home  laundry, 
went  to  Robert  Elzholz  of  Brighton,  Mass.; 
sixth  prize,  an  Electro-Lux  vacuum  clean- 
er, went  to  H.  W.  Beals,  Brockton,  Mass. 

Seventh  prize,  a Keystone  16mm  mo- 
tion picture  projector,  went  to  Edward  M. 
Schnitzer  who  is  connected  with  Warner 
in  New  York  City,  and  last,  but  not  least 
was  the  eighth  prize  of  a Keystone  16mm 
motion  picture  camera  which  went  to  Mar- 
tin Bennett  of  Brighton. 

The  affair  was  considered  a great  suc- 
cess by  all  film  district  folk  and  commit- 
tee members  felt  heartily  rewarded  for 
their  tireless  efforts  in  this  campaign  for 
the  benefit  of  underprivileged  children. 


Friars  May  Become  Part 
Of  National  Variety 

Boston — A Friars  Club  meeting  is  sched- 
uled for  Tuesday  at  8:00  p.  m.  in  the 
club  rooms  of  the  Hotel  Statler  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  changing  the 
name  to  the  Variety  Club  and  becoming 
a part  of  the  national  organization. 

Members  will  be  addressed  by  John  H. 
Harris,  Pittsburgh,  and  Bob  O’Donnell  of 
Dallas. 


Louella's  Show  in  Hartford 

Hartford — Louella  O.  Parsons  and  her 
show  appeared  at  the  State  here  this  week. 


Metro  Signs  Stage  Actress 
Hollywood — Metro  has  given  Connie 
Gilchrist,  stage  actress,  a term  contract. 


Sam  Pinanski  Again 
Heads  MPTO  Unil 

Boston — Election  of  officers  for  1940- 
41  was  held  by  the  Allied  Theatres  of 
Massachusetts,  local  MPTOA  unit,  at  the 
Boston  City  Club  and  as  previously  pre- 
dicted, Samuel  Pinanski  of  M&P  was  re- 
elected president  of  the  organization.  Also 
retained  were  John  H.  Devlin  of  Loew’s 
Boston  Theatres,  vice-president;  Stanley 
Sumner,  operator  of  the  University  Theatre 
in  Cambridge,  treasurer,  and  perennially- 
elected  Joseph  H.  Brennan,  secretary. 

The  only  changes  in  the  directors’  group 
was  the  replacing  of  H.  M.  Addison,  for- 
mer Loew’s  Northeastern  division  mana- 
ger, with  Charles  E.  Kurtzman,  present 
division  manager,  and  of  Howard  Burk- 
hardt,  manager  of  the  Loew’s  Orpheum, 
replacing  Fred  Greenway,  Loew’s  State 
manager. 

The  remaining  directors  are:  Martin  J. 
Mullin  and  Edward  A.  Cuddy  of  M&P; 
Harry  McDonald  of  RKO  Theatres;  Ben- 
jamin Domingo  of  RKO  distributor;  Max 
Melincoff  and  B.  E.  Hoffman  of  Warner 
Bros.;  John  J.  Ford  of  Maine  & New  Hamp- 
shire Theatres  Co.;  John  S.  Giles  of  the 
Giles  circuit;  James  H.  Doyle  of  the  Broad- 
way in  South  Boston;  Walter  A.  Brown  of 
the  Boston  Garden,  and  A1  Somerby  of 
the  Howard  Atheneum. 

The  new  executive  board  is  composed  of 
Pinanski,  Devlin,  McDonald,  Mullin,  Melin- 
coff, Kurtzman  and  Brennan. 

The  only  other  change  made  in  the  set- 
up was  in  the  advisory  committee.  George 
Kraska,  Fine  Ai’ts  exhibitor,  was  appoint- 
ed by  Pinanski  to  replace  Nathan  Gold- 
stein of  Interstate  Theatres.  Also  on  this 
committee  are  Abner  Eilenberg  of  the 
Malden  Amusement  Co.,  George  A.  Rams- 
dell  of  the  same  concern,  Frank  Lydon  of 
the  Hamilton  in  Dorchester,  and  Philip 
Bloomberg  of  the  Salem  Realty  Co. 


Harry  Segal  on  Coast 
For  Six-Week  Stay 

Boston — Harry  Segal,  local  Imperial  Pic- 
tures head,  is  on  the  west  coast  for  an 
intended  six-week  stay  on  business.  My- 
ron Segal,  son  of  the  distributor,  is  in 
charge  of  the  Boston  office  during  his 
absence. 

Also  going  west  was  E.  M.  Loew,  circuit 
operator.  It  has  been  rumored  that  he 
is  interested  in  some  20  odd  theatres 
which  may  be  added  to  his  already  large 
independent  chain. 

M6rP  Signs  lor  Republic's 
New  Season  Product 

Boston — Republic  Pictures  has  con- 
cluded a deal  for  its  1940-41  product  with 
the  M&P  Theatres  here.  Messrs.  M.  J. 
Mullin  and  Philip  Seletsky  represented 
M&P,  and  J.  R.  Grainger,  president  of  Re- 
public Pictures,  and  M.  E.  Morey,  Boston 
branch  manager,  acted  for  Republic. 

Allied  Directors  Will 
Meet  in  Pittsburgh 

Boston — A meeting  of  the  board  of  Al- 
lied is  scheduled  to  be  held  in  Pittsburgh 
this  week.  Local  independent  exhibitors 
will  be  represented  by  Nathan  Yamins, 
chairman  of  the  local  board  of  directors. 
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MEW  HAVIEM 


J!!^PPROXIMATE  tally  of  young  ’uns 
who  registered  from  New  Haven  ex- 
changes, theatres,  theatre  division  offices, 
equipment  houses,  and  projectionists’  union 
bring  the  New  Haven  figure  to  66.  Of 
these,  half  were  from  the  exchanges.  Only 
a few  ushers  were  old  enough.  Not  many 
managers  were  young  enough.  George  Free- 
man, manager  of  the  Poll,  Springfield,  had 
to  register,  although  his  36th  birthday  was 
a few  days  off.  Probably  one  of  the  first 
vacancies  on  the  Street  will  be  caused 
when  Lieut.  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Paramount 
booker,  leaves  early  in  1941  to  take  his 
commission  in  the  army. 

Vernon  Burns,  former  student  assistant 
at  the  Majestic,  Bridgeport,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  the  assistant’s  job  at  the  Loew- 
Poli  Bijou,  New  Haven,  succeeding  Charles 
Gaudino,  resigned  . . . Morris  Druker,  as- 
sistant at  the  Poli,  Worcester,  back  on 
the  job  after  an  enforced  spill  from  a 
horse  and  an  enforced  vacation  . . . 
Columbia  bowling  team  swinging  into  ac- 
tion and  looking  for  Tuesday  night 
matches.  Season  started  with  a victory 
over  20th-Fox,  Tim  O’Toole,  Ben  Lourie, 
Sid  Swirsky  and  Al  Parizer  playing  against 
Ben  Simon,  Sal  Popolizio,  Phil  Zimmer- 
man and  Jules  Livingstoyi.  Popolizio  aver- 
aged 112,  while  Swirsky  and  Parizer  aver- 
aged 110  ..  . Loew-Poli  ushers  also  form- 
ing plans  for  a bowling  league  with  other 
theatre  teams  . . . Also  from  the  world  of 
sports:  Sam  Rosen  returned  from  the  wilds 
of  Canada  wild  at  the  elusive  moose. 

We  could  wire  ’em;  we  could  sing  ’em; 
but  why  not  let  Boxoffice  bring  ’em? 
Congratulations  to  I.  Levine  of  Imperial, 
who  became  an  enthusiastic  grandfather 
for  the  second  time  when  an  eight-poimd 
boy  was  born  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Sam- 
uel Lipshitz,  at  Grace  Hospital  . . . Con- 
gratulations to  Ben  Leo  of  Springdale 
whose  youngest,  Lucille,  was  recently  mar- 
ried to  Adolph  Schwartz  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 
. . . And  to  Mary  O’Daynik,  secretary  to 
Barney  Pitkin  of  RKO,  who  just  went  off 
last  week  and  became  Mrs.  Edmund  J. 
Febbraio  . . . And  to  Anna  Brownstein, 
Paramount  inspectress,  who  is  wearing  a 
beautiful  sparkler,  presented  by  George 
Levine  of  Waterbury. 

“The  Baker’s  Wife,”  widely  heralded 
French  film,  was  a sell-out  at  the  284- 
seat  Lincoln  Monday  night,  where  Mana- 
ger Jean  DuBarry  cooperated  with  the 
British  war  relief  committee  (Mrs.  Shep- 
hard Stephens,  Miss  Rachel  Trowbridge, 
Dean  Angell  of  Yale,  Dr.  William  Lyon 
Phelps)  and  other  notables  in  a benefit 
performance  at  $2.00.  The  feature  stays 
on  for  at  least  two  weeks  at  the  new  regu- 
lar prices  for  the  house  of  40  cents  mati- 
nees and  55  cents  evenings,  including  tax. 
Last  year’s  matinee  price  was  25  cents. 
“Fight  for  Life,”  directed  by  Pare  Lorentz, 
is  next  attraction.  “The  Baker’s  Wife” 
was  also  presented  at  E.  M.  Loew’s,  Hart- 
ford, which  rarely  books  a foreign  film 
. . . Michael  Tomasino  opens  his  Victory 
with  the  Yiddish  hit,  “Motel,  the  Opera- 
tor,” October  28,  and  plans  to  follow  up 
with  other  available  Yiddish  films  . . . 
Empire,  New  London,  brought  back  “The 
Citadel.” 

Sympathy  of  the  entire  film  district 
went  to  Hyman  Schwartz,  operator  of  the 
Hillcrest,  Taftville,  whose  wife  died  after 
a long  illness  . . . Morton  Tiley  of  the 
Essex  Square,  Essex,  is  ill  at  Lawrence 
Memorial  Hospital,  New  London  . . . Mrs. 
Al  Robbins,  wife  of  the  Strand,  Hamden, 


operator,  is  ill  at  New  Haven  Hospital  . . . 
Salesman  Bill  Canelli  and  Booker  Hugh 
Maguire  of  RKO  were  absent  from  the 
office  because  of  grippe  attacks  . . . Ship- 
p>ers  Jack  Mullen  of  Warner’s  and  Jimmy 
Mahan  of  Paramount  consoling  each  other 
because  of  the  whooping  cough  and  ton- 
sils in  their  families  . . . Morris  Haddle- 
man,  operator  of  the  Shelton,  confined 
to  his  home  with  the  grippe.  Son  Sam- 
uel forced  to  postpone  his  Havana  cruise 
a week  . . . Morris  Joseph  reported  on  the 
mend  at  Grace  Hospital  . . . Arthur  Lock- 
wood  expected  in  New  Haven  for  a first 
visit  after  a long  illness  . . . Nat  Rubin, 
Loew-Poli  assistant,  recovering  his  nor- 
mal expression  around  the  ears  after  a 
long  session  of  bandages  . . . Bill  Hutch- 
ins is  nursing  a bruised  leg,  hurt  when  he 
stepped  where  the  floor  of  the  Community, 
Oakville,  used  to  be  but  isn’t  any  more. 

First  it  was  rumored  that  New  Haven 
might  have  the  world  premiere  of  “Too 
Many  Girls,”  and  now  it  may  be  Hart- 
ford, which  has  a preponderance  of  fe- 
males, it  seems  . . . Loew-Poli  houses 
looking  well  spruced,  especially  Meriden, 
since  neiv  wall  frames  were  installed  and 
lobby  frames  touched  up  ..  . Rumor  that 
operators  and  stagehands  unions  had  al- 
ready settled  on  same  terms  for  another 
year  was  denied  by  business  agents,  who 
say  negotiations  have  not  been  completed 
. . . Visiting:  Gilbert  Josephson  of  the 
World,  New  York,  and  Lincoln,  New  Ha- 
ven, seen  on  the  Street  . . . Also  Bill 
Brown,  of  the  Pickwick,  Greenwich,  Pal- 
ace and  StraJid,  Stamford  . . . Max  Hersch- 
man  of  National  Screen  in  to  see  the  cir- 
cuits. 

Irving  Jacocks  jr.  of  Branford  back  from 
a trip  to  Canada  where  he  said  hello  to 
Phil  Sherman  of  Warner,  former  Mono- 
gram manager  here  . . . Phil  Gravitz, 
Metro  booker,  winding  up  his  vacation  in 
Brooklyn  . . . Leon  Jakubson,  Metro  ship- 
per, is  a seasoned  traveler  now  and  knows 
all  about  New  York  taxi-dancing  and 
Philly  hickory  steaks  at  $3.25  per  ...  A 
mysterious  spark  ignited  the  back  of  Billy 
Nutile’s  new  Plymouth  last  week,  and  it 
isn’t  new  any  more  . . . Observers  say 
audience  invariably  applaud  the  Nichols 
Bros,  dance  number  in  “Down  Argentine 
Way”  as  though  it  were  a stage  presenta- 
tion . . . All  Loew-Poli  managers  are 
making  tieups  with  either  local  newspa- 
pers or  radio  stations  to  broadcast  or 
announce  election  results  between  subjects. 

Loew-Poli  ushers’  Thanksgiving  formal 
dinner-dance  set  for  40  couples  at  the 
Seven  Gables  Inn,  November  20,  with 
chicken  dinner.  Old  Timers’  Waltz  con- 
test, Russ  Andree’s  band,  and  Harry  Shaw, 
Lou  Brown,  Robert  Russell,  Nat  Rubin, 
Sam  Badamo,  Bill  Reisinger  as  special 
guests.  Marshall  Blevins  is  chairman  . . . 
New  ushers  at  the  Poli:  Donald  Henes- 
sy,  James  Starno  and  Artim  Mironek  . . . 
Orchid  to  George  Freeman,  who  switched 
a Springfield  furniture  company’s  new  quiz 
program  to  his  house  every  Friday  eve- 
ning, beginning  next  Friday.  The  pro- 
gram proved  so  tremendous  that  the  com- 
pany was  thinking  of  putting  it  on  in  an 
auditorium  as  a free  broadcast,  when 
Freeman  persuaded  them  to  make  it  a 
regular  theatre  feature  from  his  stage  . . . 
Hand  it  to  Bob  Russell  for  his  “false 
hand”  display  in  Kresge’s  dollar  store,  on 
jewelry,  in  connection  with  “Third  Finger, 
Left  Hand”  . . . Bob  took  the  hand  from 
a wise-guy  student. 


"To  Inform  Public"  Is 
Purpose  of  Council 


Boston — The  Springfield  Motion  Picture 
Council  received  great  publicity  when  Mrs. 
Samuel  Goidell,  chairman  of  the  radio 
committee,  was  interviewed  over  station 
WMAS  concerning  the  work  of  that  or- 
ganization. Their  purpose,  as  stated  by 
Mrs.  Anna  C.  Pond,  publicity  chairman, 
is:  “To  inform  the  public,  through  the  dis- 
semination of  information  relative  to  mo- 
tion pictures,  and  to  promote  motion  pic- 
ture appreciation  groups  and  study  clubs.” 

Elected  recently  as  officers  of  the 
Springfield  Council  were  Mrs.  Alfred  Con- 
verse, president;  Mrs.  Gaston  Cabana,  first 
vice-president;  Mrs.  Sidney  Moore,  second 
vice-president;  Mrs.  William  Felch,  re- 
cording secretary,  and  Mrs.  Wesley  Simes, 
corresponding  secretary. 

There  are  84  such  clubs  in  Springfield 
and  the  surrounding  towns,  each  of  which 
sends  a delegate  to  the  council  which  has 
a limited  membership  of  200.  Discussions 
are  held  at  each  meeting  on  current  and 
forthcoming  films  as  to  their  merit  and 
desirability. 


Divided  on  Purpose  of 
"Ramparts  We  Watch" 

Springfield,  Mass.  — Members  of  the 
Springfield  Motion  Picture  Council,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  organization  last  week, 
were  divided  on  the  question  of  whether 
“The  Ramparts  We  Watch,”  shown  in 
Springfield  last  fortnight,  is  propaganda 
or  a faithful  presentation  of  “the  dangers 
facing  this  country.”  It  was  unanimously 
decided  that  all  members  try  to  see  the 
film  when  it  plays  the  neighborhoods. 


Republic  Film  Only  One 
In  33  to  Get  Scissors 

Boston — Only  one  film  was  scissored  in 
the  recent  list  of  33  to  go  before  the 
Massachusetts  department  of  public  safety, 
bureau  of  Sunday  censorship.  Per  orders 
of  Commissioner  Eugene  M.  McSweeney, 
“Melody  and  Moonlight,”  Republic  feature, 
was  approved  with  the  following  deletions: 

“Pronounced  scene  of  Kay  dancing;  dia- 
logue, ‘ — Oh,  the  bag,  yes  . . . ha  . . .ha  . 
in  part  1.” 

Vaudeville  suffered  heavily  this  week. 
Disapproved  in  their  present  form,  mainly 
for  “all  objectionable  and  suggestive  danc- 
ing and  dialogue,”  were  Al  Trahan,  Belle 
Baker,  Billy  DeWolf,  Herman  Timberg  jr. 
and  Pat  Rooney  jr.,  Jeanne  Lorraine  and 
Roy  Rognan,  Milton  Douglas  and  Co.,  and 
Nellie  Arnaut  and  Brothers. 

Disapproved  entirely  for  showing  on  the 
Lord’s  Day  were  Byron  & Edwards,  Grand- 
ma Perkins  and  Co.,  Harry  Spear,  Phil 
Regan  and  Zeller  & Wilburn. 


Springfield  Is  58  th 

Springfield,  Mass. — On  the  basis  of  the 
1940  census,  the  city  of  Springfield  now 
ranks  as  the  58th  largest  among  the  na- 
tion’s 92  cities  of  100,000  population  or 
over.  In  1930  it  was  52nd. 


Feature  Mills  Bros. 

Boston — The  Mills  Bros,  were  featured 
this  week  on  the  stage  of  the  RKO  Bos- 
ton in  a large  revue. 
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H T A meeting  last  week  Tuesday  of  the 
Allied  Theatres  of  Massachusetts, 
MPTO  unit,  it  was  voted  that  all  pro- 
ceeds received  by  the  lecturers  at  Uni- 
versity Extension  classes  be  pledged  to  the 
Boston  Commimity  Fund.  As  the  “pro- 
fessors” are  to  receive  a percentage  of 
amount  taken  in  on  their  respective  nights, 
the  move  was  heartily  approved  by  all  . . . 
C.  Robinson  has  reopened  the  Colby  in 
Bingham,  Me.  Projection  equipment  and 
stage  draperies  were  installed  in  the  situ- 
ation by  Kenneth  A.  Douglass  of  Capitol 
Theatre  Supply. 

“The  Great  Dictator”  was  to  have  been 
reviewed  by  the  Massachusetts  department 
of  public  safety,  bureau  of  Sunday  cen- 
sorship this  week  . . . It  is  rumored  that 
a new  theatre  will  go  up  in  Sanford,  Me., 
shortly  . . . Ben  Gold  reopened  the  Park 
in  Nashua  following  renovations  and  in- 
stallation of  new  projection  equipment  by 
Capitol. 

The  Boston  Cinema  Club  has  set  the 
date  for  its  annual  dinner-dance  on  March 
16.  No  definite  place  has  yet  been  set  for 
the  celebration  ...  A comment  from  a 
motion  picture  fan  in  Montreal  reads  as 
follows:  “The  two  Tom  Edison  pictures 
released  from  Hollywood  have  been  more 
than  a great  success.  The  public  has  been 
delighted  and  intrigued  to  see  how  Mickey 
Rooney  grew  up  to  be  Spencer  Tracy.” 

Miss  Vincent,  formerly  operator  oj  the 
Playhouse  in  Enosburg  Falls,  Vt.,  has  taken 
over  the  Empire  in  St.  Albans  from  Joe 
Mathieu  . . . The  Milford  Drive-In  in  Mil- 
ford, Conn.,  was  closed  for  the  season  re- 
cently by  the  Weymouth  Drive-In  Theatre 
Corp.  . . . Mary  Quinlan,  telephone  opera- 
tor for  years  at  RKO,  was  married  Co- 
lumbus Day  to  Gerald  Meanry  . . . Edward 
Urschel  of  M-G-M  exchange  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  visited  his  many  friends  in  the 
Boston  film  district. 

Walter  Silverman,  Columbia  booker,  is 
a member  of  the  Massachusetts  division 
of  the  National  Guard  and  momentarily 
awaits  the  call  to  duty.  It  is  estimated 
that  between  10  and  13  per  cent  of  New 
England  theatrical  men  will  be  affected 
by  the  recent  conscription.  Discounting 
physical  disability  and  dependent  cases,  it 
is  felt  the  industry  as  a whole  will  not 
suffer  greatly  in  the  defense  plan  . . . 
Chester  Ellis,  for  many  years  with  the 
George  A.  Giles  circuit  as  manager  of  the 
Uptown  in  Boston,  has  resigned  after  six 
years  in  that  house.  Sol  Marquis,  former 
chief  usher,  has  been  promoted  to  resi- 
dent manager. 

Vincent  Dunfey,  formerly  chief  of  ser- 
vice at  Loew’s  State  in  Boston  and  more 
recently  assistant  treasurer  at  the  State 
in  Providence  working  with  Vaughn 
O’Neill  and  Edward  McBride,  was  taken 
seriously  ill  with  pneumonia  last  week  fol- 
lowing a tonsillotomy  which  had  been  per- 
formed a few  days  before.  At  present  only 
members  of  his  immediate  family  may 
see  him  as  his  condition  is  critical. 

Lucille  Sharp,  wife  of  John  Sharp  of 
RKO,  passed  away  October  8 . . . The  time 
of  the  Waleco  “Crackpot  College  Quiz  Pro- 
gram,” which  is  broadcast  from  the  stage 
of  the  Fenway  every  Saturday,  has  been 
changed  from  5:30  to  7:30  p.  m.  ..  . Bus- 
ter Holt,  manager  of  the  Satuit  Playhouse 
in  Scituate  for  Lockwood  and  Gordon  En- 
terprises, threw  away  cane  and  crutches 


this  week  and  is  limping  about  following 
an  operation  on  the  knee. 

Marietta  Baer  of  the  M&P  booking  de- 
partment resigned  last  week  following  her 
marriage  two  months  ago  . . . Rose  Stein- 
berg of  the  same  department  plans  to 
leave  next  month.  She  also  married  a short 
time  ago  . . . There  has  been  an  epi- 
demic of  colds  at  the  M&P  Theatres  Corp. 
headquarters.  Among  the  victims  are  Rene 
Chaloner,  Meyer  Marcus  and  an  uniden- 
tified girl  on  the  third  floor  . . . P.  Ed- 
ward Comi,  head  of  Theatre  Service  & 
Supply  Co.,  has  been  working  late  nights 
on  large  orders  for  rush  work. 

Entries  in  the  M&P  Theatres  Corp.- 
Paramount  production  ideas  contest  closed 
last  Friday  . . . Mrs.  Betsey  Wilansky, 
mother  of  Ben,  who  is  associated  with  the 
Bowdoin  Square  Monogram  Pictures,  and 
with  the  Cocoanut  Grove,  local  nightclub, 
died  last  week  . . . The  Friars  Club  is 
laying  plans  for  a gala  New  Year’s  cele- 


Jl^UDREY  ELIZABETH  REPASS,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Crown  manager,  Charles  L. 
Repass,  was  married  on  October  12  to 
Arthur  Lexius  at  her  parents’  home  . . . 
Office  of  Bernard  M.  Levy,  Proven  Pic- 
tures manager,  has  been  painted  blue  . . . 
Adolph  G.  Johnson  and  Albert  Poulton 
have  renewed  their  lease  on  the  New  Col- 
ony in  Sound  View  for  next  season  . . . 
Moodus  Theatre  in  Moodus  is  now  run- 
ning on  a four-a-week  schedule  . . . Sam- 
uel Cooperstein,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Warner,  Bridgeport,  and  a New  Haven 
girl,  are  now  Mr.  and  Mrs.  . . . Mrs. 
M.  Oakley  Christoph,  Hartford  Courant 
film  columnist,  spent  last  weekend  in  New 
York  . . . Frankie  Matera,  projectionist 
at  the  American,  Bridgeport,  vacationed 
in  Washington  and  Richmond,  Va.  . . . 
William  P.  Jefferson  and  Charles  Casa- 
nave  jr.  of  National  Screen  Accessories 
made  the  rounds  of  the  Loew’s  Poli  cir- 
cuit with  Louis  A.  Brown,  that  circuit’s 
publicity  director. 

Manager  George  E.  Landers  of  E.  M. 
Loew’s  was  in  New  Haven  and  Boston  . . . 
“Strike  Up  the  Band”  did  three  weeks  at 
the  Elm  Street  in  Worcester  . . . State, 
Torrington,  is  now  sponsoring  Sunday 
vaude  . . . Freddie  Kendricks  is  the  new 
doorman  at  E.  M.  Loew’s,  replacing  Jimmie 
Tuttle,  who  has  joined  the  Marines  . . . 
Tommy  Vaughan,  house  policeman  at  the 
Loew’s  Poli,  is  going  for  bowling  in  a big 
way,  now  that  the  golfing  season  is  about 
over  . . . Capitol,  Middletown,  seems  to 
be  always  increasing  the  size  of  its  give- 
away. The  size  of  the  mixing  bowl  given 
patrons  last  fortnight  was  nine  inehes,  a 
three-inch  increase  over  the  week  before 
. . . Community , Oakville,  has  been  re- 
decorated . . . Eleanor  Carbone,  cashier 
at  the  Bridgeport  Capitol,  resigned  to  get 
married.  She  has  been  replaced  by  Edith 
Heibman  . . . Genevieve  Contour,  cashier 
at  the  local  E.  M.  Loew’s,  visited  at  the 
Court  Square  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  the 
other  day.  Before  coming  here,  Genevieve 
was  employed  at  that  E.  M.  Loew  situ- 
ation. 

Leroy  Bacon  is  a new  usher  at  the  State 
. . . On  the  marquee  of  East  Hartford  As- 
tor  the  other  day:  “My  Son,  My  Son” — 
“Pop  Always  Pays”  . . . James  J.  Barrett, 
former  usher,  has  been  appointed  assist- 


bration  which  is  slated  to  be  held  in  the 
Louis  XIV  Ballroom  at  the  Hotel  Somerset. 

Stanley  D.  Rothenberg,  son  of  Louis 
Rothenberg  of  the  Morse  & Rothenberg 
circuit,  was  married  last  Sunday  to  Ruth 
Wolper  of  Brookline  at  the  Copley-Plaza. 
They  planned  to  honeymoon  in  Los  An- 
geles, making  the  entire  trip  by  plane  . . . 
Julian  Rifkin,  general  manager  of  the 
Rifkin  circuit,  has  been  renovating  the 
lobby  of  the  Phillips  m Springfield,  Mass. 
. . . Charles  E.  Kurtzman,  local  Loew’s 
Northeastern  divisional  manager,  returned 
Wednesday  from  a trip  around  the  circuit. 

Joe  DiPesa  planted  a serial  of  “Strike 
Up  the  Band”  in  the  Boston  Globe  . . . 
The  Apollo  has  again  exchanged  owners. 
John  Hennes,  original  owner,  regained  pos- 
session of  the  house  when  Benny  Ford, 
theatrical  agent,  decided  against  continu- 
ing with  his  venture  of  placing  flesh  in 
the  spot. 


ant  maintenance  man  at  the  Lenox  . . . 
John  Charles  Thomas,  world-famed  bari- 
tone, opened  the  Bushnell’s  1940-41  con- 
cert series  . . . William  Milliken  has  joined 
the  State  service  staff  as  usher  . . . Fi-ank 
Ramsey,  usher  at  the  Strand,  has  resigned 
to  work  at  Colt’s  Manufacturing  Arms  Co. 
here.  He  is  succeeded  by  Stanley  Mitz  . . . 
“France  at  War”  and  “News  Events  of 
1939”  were  shown  at  a dinner  meeting  of 
the  Franan  Club,  composed  of  French- 
American  business  men,  at  the  Hotel  Bond 
. . . Bernard  W.  Levy,  manager  of  the 
Proven  Pictures,  has  a large  notebook  and 
a pencil  in  a prominent  spot  inside  the 
theatre,  so  that  patrons  wishing  to  write 
down  their  requests  for  future  films  at 
that  theatre  may  write  down  their  choices. 

Tommy  Vaughan^  house  policeman  at 
Loew’s  Poli,  motored  to  New  York  in  his 
Packard  last  Tuesday  . . . To  Boston  went 
Eddie  Boggs,  doorman  at  the  E.  M.  Loew’s 
. . . Wallace  J.  Cooper,  assistant  manager 
at  the  Loew’s  Poli,  has  purchased  another 
pipe,  making  a total  of  six  ..  . Dorothy 
D.  Gherl07ie  is  recuperating  at  the  St. 
Francis  Hospital  from  aii  ilbiess.  Mrs. 
Helen  Mellow  is  filling  in  temporarily  at 
the  Loew’s  Poli  boxoffice  . . . Reports  now 
have  it  that  the  aimual  ball  of  the  local 
lATSE  will  be  held  during  the  latter  part 
of  January  or  early  in  February  . . . Rudy 
Frank  of  the  State  publicity  department 
and  Elise  Petrovich  of  Bridgeport  are 
slated  to  be  married  sometime  next  month 
. . . While  in  town  for  a p.  a.  at  the  State, 
Joe  Penner,  “through  the  courtesy  of  the 
State,”  entertained  the  audience  last 
Thursday  afternoon  at  the  Hartford 
Courant  cooking  school  at  the  Bushnell’s 
Memorial. 

Anne  Barscheski,  candy  girl  at  the  Loew’s 
Poli,  is  now  wearing  glasses  . . . Wallace 
J.  Cooper,  Loew’s  Poli  assistant  manager, 
is  recuperating  from  a bad  cold  ...  A 
Kopcych,  maintenance  man  at  the  Loew’s 
Poli,  makes  quite  a hobby  of  collecting 
stamps  . . . Tommy  Brennan,  maintenance 
man  at  the  WB’s  Strand,  is  convalescing 
at  home  from  an  illness.  Larry  LaPenta 
is  filling  in  at  the  theatre  . . . John  B. 
Kennedy,  radio  commentator,  spoke  at  the 
Springfield  Auditorium  in  Springfield  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Community  Chest. 
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agent,  is  convalescing  from  a serious 
attack  of  pneumonia.  Leonard  Gilbert  is 
substituting  ...  A delegation  of  local  pro- 
jectionists was  in  New  York  to  attend 
Lester  Isaacs’  anniversary  dinner  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  . . . The  stage  show  in  con- 
nection with  “Down  Argentine  Way’’ 
brought  another  Loew  Dollar  Club  cita- 
tion to  Manager  Matt  L.  Saunders  of  the 
Loew-Poli. 

The  old-time  silents  at  the  Danbury  Fair 
proved  a popular  concession.  Manager  Ed- 
ward Leary  of  the  300-seaf  theatre  gave 
10  shows  a day  and  played  to  a total  paid 
audience  of  15,000  for  the  week  . . . The 
Capitol,  New  London,  used  a Saturday 
night  midnight  show  with  nine  vaudeville 
acts  . . . Al  Pickus  of  the  Stratford  ran 
a benefit  for  the  Parent-Teachers  Ass’n. 

Manager  Michael  Carroll  of  the  Ameri- 
can has  decided  he  wasn’t  born  to  be  a 
cook.  This  fall  he  reaped  a nice  crop  of 
tomatoes  from  his  garden,  and  the  other 
day  while  his  wife  was  out  he  decided  to 
try  his  hand  at  canning  them.  He  fol- 
lowed the  recipe,  but  the  tomatoes  were 
stubborn,  or  something,  and  when  his  wife 
came  home  she  had  to  toss  out  the  entire 
mess — and  Mike  had  to  compromise  by 
volunteering  to  wash  all  the  jars  he  had 
dirtied. 

John  Garfield  was  in  Norwalk  and 
launched  the  little  ferry  across  the  river 
at  the  Silvermine  Taverji  . . . The  build- 
ing housing  the  American  Theatre  is  get- 
ting a new  coat  of  paint  . . . Harry  Neigh- 
er  recently  carried  a drawing  of  Manager 
Manny  E.  Kuggel  of  the  Warner  Theatre 
in  his  weekly  strip  in  the  Bridgeport 
Herald. 

Apparently  one  is  never  too  old  to  go 
to  a show.  Walter  Warland  celebrated 
his  90th  birthday  by  attending  a theatre. 
The  nonagenarian  says  his  only  pleasure 
now  is  attending  motion  pictures.  West- 
erns are  his  favorites  and  he  thinks  noth- 
ing of  riding  across  the  city  to  see  one 
. . . Legitimate  interests  have  been  in 
town  looking  over  the  Park,  long  dark 
. . . Jacques,  Waterbury,  has  reopened 
with  musical  comedy  stock  . . . Gene  Tier- 
ney, 20th  Century-Fox  star,  is  at  her  home 
in  Greens  Farms,  Westport,  for  a month’s 
vacation. 

The  “Selling  Seats”  section  of  Boxof- 
FicE  is  widely  read.  A stunt  used  on  “New 
Moon”  by  the  Loew-Poli  Theatre  was  re- 
cently carried,  and  Manager  Matt  Saun- 
ders received  a letter  from  John  Driscoll 
of  the  Milwaukee  Theatre,  Milwaukee, 
asking  for  more  details  ...  In  the  city 
recently  were  William  Reisinger,  mana- 
ger of  the  Bijou,  New  Haven,  and  Miss 
Charlotte  McGuigan,  secretary  to  Loew’s 
Division  Manager  Harry  F.  Shaw  . . . Matt 
Saunders  and  Otto  Esposito  were  in  New 
Haven  for  the  trade  showing  of  “Thief 
of  Bagdad”  at  the  Roger  Sherman. 

Albert  Hamilton,  manager  of  the  Em- 
press, South  Norwalk,  and  his  daughter 
dropped  in  to  hello  Matt  Saunders  . . . 
Michael  Carroll,  American  manager,  was 
absent  on  a two-day  fishing  trip  and  the 
catch  was  heavy  . . . Dr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Schiffer  of  Brooklyn  were  weekend  guests 
of  Manager  Harry  Rose  of  the  Globe  and 
his  wife,  Anita.  They  were  also  enter- 
tained in  New  Haven  by  Division  Mana- 
ger Harry  Shaw  . . . Local  press  gave 
nice  stories  and  picture  layouts  to  “Hula- 
buloo.’’ 


Geoihey  Whalen  in  Hub 
First  Time  in  Decade 

Boston — Geoffrey  Whalen,  veteran  film 
district  Lgure  and  father  of  Dave  Wha- 
len, former  local  Republic  publicity  man 
and  at  present  national  director  of  pub- 
licity for  the  distributor,  this  week  return- 
ed to  Boston’s  Filmrow  after  an  absence 
of  over  ten  years. 

Whalen,  on  from  Chicago,  had  been  'in 
Woonsocket  in  connection  with  the  Com- 
munity Fund  Drive  and  took  this  oppor- 
tunity to  visit  here  and  renew  old  ac- 
quaintances. 


Ben  Gold  Will  Reopen 
Nashua  Park  Nov,  1 

Nashua,  N.  H.  — The  Park  Theatre,  one 
of  the  oldest  in  this  section,  is  to  be 
reopened  about  November  1,  after  being 
closed  for  five  years. 

Ben  Gold,  manager  of  the  Colonial  here 
for  10  years,  has  leased  the  Park  from 
Walter  Peterson,  and  extensive  interior 
and  exterior  alterations  are  in  progress. 

The  stage  is  being  enlarged  to  accom- 
modate vaudeville,  and  new  sound  equip- 
ment is  being  installed. 

The  Park  has  a seating  capacity  of  750. 


Hartford  Holds  Two 

Hartford — There  were  two  holdovers  in 
downtown  Hartford  last  week.  The  Loew- 
Poli  Palace  held  “Down  Argentine  Way” 
for  a second  week.  The  WB  Regal  held 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American.” 

: NEW  HAMPSHIRE  : 

- If 

gERYL  GILMAN,  daughter  of  a Roches- 
ter city  councilman,  who  won  a recent 
bathing  beauty  contest  at  the  Scenic  in 
Rochester,  has  joined  five  other  enter- 
tainers in  a tour  of  New  England  theatres. 
The  group  is  called  “Uncle  Film  and  His 
Covered  Wagon  Gang”  . . . The  Scenic 
and  Colonial,  Rochester’s  twin  houses  of 
the  Interstate  circuit,  sent  a boy  and  girl 
to  be  personal  guests  of  Gene  Autry,  film 
cowboy,  at  the  Boston  Garden. 

John  B.  Eames,  Littleton  theatre  own- 
er, has  donated  piping  toward  establish- 
ment of  municipal  playground  for  chil- 
dren of  the  White  Mountains  town  . . . 
Ansel  Sanborn,  Carroll  county  film  mag- 
nate, and  Mrs.  Sanborn  have  returned  to 
their  home  in  Sanbornville  after  spending 
the  summer  and  early  fall  at  the  Casino 
in  Wblfeboro,  where  one  of  the  Sanborn 
theatres.  Memorial  Hall,  is  located.  Their 
daughter,  Florence,  has  returned  to  Sar- 
gent School  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where 
she  is  a senior. 

William  Stanton,  manager  of  the  Scenic 
and  Colonial  in  Rochester,  has  been  en- 
joying his  annual  vacation.  During  his 
absence,  Oliver  Mapinza  of  Cape  Cod  sub- 
stituted . . . Fred  L.  Matkey,  manager  of 
the  loka  in  Exeter,  is  a member  of  a com- 
mittee collecting  funds  for  the  Exeter  troop 
of  Boy  Scouts. 

Corey  Ford,  Hollywood  scenarist,  has 
been  visiting  at  his  summer  home  in  Free- 
dom. He  came  by  plane  as  far  as  Port- 
land, Me.,  from  New  York,  and  said  the 
autumn  foliage  made  the  flight  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  he  has  ever  enjoyed. 
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: SPRINGFIELD  : 
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pETER  Veto,  doorman  at  the  Paramount, 

has  resigned  to  go  to  work  for  Pratt  & 
Whitney  Aircraft  Corp.  He  is  succeeded 
by  Raymond  O’Neil  . . . Richard  D.  Linna- 
han,  doorman  at  Harry  Arthur’s  Art,  is 
quite  a crooner,  and  he  has  hopes  of 
becoming  a night  club  singer  . . . Harry 
Green,  Alexander  Preview’s  New  England 
representative,  visited  Manager  Carl  Jam- 
roga  of  the  Forest  Park  Phillips  . . . Her- 
man Rifkin  of  the  Rifkin  circuit  was  in 
town  . . . Patrick  J.  Isabella,  who  does 
sign  work  for  Springfield  theatres,  is  quite 
a bowling  fan  . . . Herman  Rifkin  booked 
“Dark  Command”  for  his  entire  chain  . . . 
Raymond  Title,  manager  of  the  main  stem 
Art,  visited  the  Boston  film  district  on 
business  . . . Johnnie  Knightly,  Capitol 
doorman,  attended  the  Holy  Cross-Came- 
gie  Tech  game  in  Worcester. 

James  J.  Duelosc,  usher  at  the  E.  M. 
Loew’s  Court  Square,  has  resigned  to  de- 
vote all  his  time  to  his  studies  at  Ameri- 
can International  College  . . . Alice  Bart- 
lett, cashier  at  the  Capitol,  has  resigned 
to  accept  a position  with  the  Union  Trust 
Co.,  Springfield.  She  is  succeeded  by  Eve- 
lyn King,  formerly  cashier  at  Rifkin’s  Gar- 
den. Eva  Wells,  former  Garden  cashier, 
is  now  back  at  that  south  end  theatre’s 
boxoffice  in  place  of  Miss  King  . . . Kath- 
ryn Eastman,  Phillips  cashier,  is  engaged 
. . . Ruth  Hurley,  usherette  at  the  Loew’s 
POli,  was  rushed  to  Springfield  Hospital 
for  an  emergency  appendectomy  . . . 
Sidney  Ziff,  chief  of  the  Loew’s  Poli  ser- 
vice staff,  injured  in  an  automobile  acci- 
dent, is  now  recuperating  at  his  home  . . . 
Mabel  Moccia,  the  Art’s  pretty  cashier, 
and  Frankie  Bodge,  a local  gasoline  sta- 
tion attendant,  will  become  one  on  Novem- 
ber 16  . . . William  Dolan  is  a new  usher 
at  Charlie  R.  Smith’s  Broadway. 

Ruth  Weed,  candy  girl  at  the  main  stem 
Art,  is  attending  Springfield  Business  In- 
stitute in  her  spare  time  . . . Alec  Con- 
cinno  is  a new  member  of  the  Broadway’s 
service  staff  . . . Ement  Bates,  former 
projectionist  at  the  Riverside  Park-In,  is 
now  at  the  Garden  . . . Manager  Fred- 
erick Fi-echette  of  the  Garden  has  had  new 
fluorescent  lighting  installed  at  the  thea- 
tre . . . Daniel  Quinn,  doorman  at  the 
Arcade,  is  now  devoting  all  energies  to 
his  studies  at  the  American  International 
College  here  . . . Eddie  Dolan  is  a new 
usher  at  the  Capitol  . . . Edward  Carroll’s 
Riverside  Park-In  closed  for  the  season 
with  “Fools  of  Desire”  . . . Dorothy  Gau- 
thier, candy  girl  at  the  Art,  is  studying 
stenography  at  the  Bay  Path  Institute  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Bouvier  are  ex- 
pecting the  stork  in  the  near  future.  Mr. 
B.  is  doorman  at  the  Broadway  . . . John- 
nie Donovan,  chief  of  the  WB’s  Capitol 
service  staff,  is  attending  American  In- 
ternational College  in  his  spare  time. 

Gilbert  G.  Bevins,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Paramount,  tripped  to  New  York  . . . 
Liberty  has  started  an  enamelware  give- 
away . . . Eddie  Powers,  Art’s  assistant 
manager,  had  a cold  . . . Manager  George 
E.  Freeman  of  the  Loew’s  Poli  was  in  New 
Haven  . . . Frederick  Frechette,  manager 
of  the  Garden,  has  a son  who  is  an  as- 
piring theatre  manager  . . . Rifkin’s  Phil- 
lips has  been  remodeled  and  redecorated 
. . . Melvin  M.  Aronson,  Paramount  chief 
of  service,  was  in  Worcester  . . . Manager 
Charlie  R.  Smith  of  the  Broadway  is  quite 
an  outdoor  enthusiast  . . . Harold  H.  Ma- 
loney of  the  Loew’s  Poli,  Worcester,  was 
in  New  Haven  ...  To  Hartford  went 
Hymie  H.  Nozak,  Arcade  assistant. 
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Urge  "Wind"  Retain 
Its  Original  Form 

Washington — A request  that  “Gone 
With  the  Wind”  be  made  available  for  re- 
lease again  and  that  it  be  released  in  its 
full,  original  form  has  been  forwarded 
M-G-M  by  the  United  Confederate  Vet- 
erans headquarters  here.  The  text  of  the 
request,  signed  by  Julius  P.  Howell  as 
commander  in  chief: 

“We  most  heartily  commend  Mr.  David 
O.  Selznick  for  his  great  screen  produc- 
tion of  ‘Gone  With  the  Wind,’  a historical 
document  which  is  a faithful  and  stirring 
presentation  of  a whole  chapter  of  Ameri- 
can history. 

“We  express  our  wish  to  Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer  that  this  production  be  re- 
leased again  on  the  nation’s  screens  in 
order  that  even  more  of  our  people  may 
thrill  to  its  drama. 

“We  express  the  hope  that,  if  it  is  again 
presented  in  theatres  across  the  country, 
it  be  released  in  its  full,  original  form,  so 
that  nothing  of  its  valuable  message  for 
Americans — its  story  of  hope  and  courage 
and  sacrifice — be  lost.” 


"It  Will,"  Says  Metro 

New  York — General  release  of  “Gone 
With  the  Wind”  has  been  announced  for 
early  next  January  by  William  P.  Rodgers, 
general  sales  manager  for  Metro. 

“We’re  not  going  to  cut  anything  but 
the  price,”  said  Rodgers.  “The  picture  will 
not  be  cut  or  edited,  but  will  be  shown  in 
its  original  form,  running  three  hours  and 
forty-five  minutes,  at  a special  price  scale 
of  approximately  one-half  the  original 
roadshow  admission.” 

Original  roadshow  admission  was  $1.12 
and  75  cents. 


Holloway  Plans  New 
Jacksonville  House 

Jacksonville,  Pla. — Announcement  is 
made  of  plans  for  another  new  theatre 
here,  the  second  projected  within  the  past 
ten  days.  The  new  house  will  be  located 
in  Murray  Hill  rapidly  growing  suburban 
section,  and  will  be  built  by  L.  H.  Hollo- 
way of  Cordele,  Ga.  It  will  seat  700  and 
be  ready  for  occupancy  within  the  next 
60  days,  according  to  tentative  plans. 

Plorida  State  Theatres,  operating  com- 
pany for  E.  J.  Sparks  Theatres  in  Plorida, 
announced  plans  for  a new  theatre  on  the 
opposite  side  of  town  less  than  ten  days 
ago  and  at  the  same  time  made  known 
plans  for  two  more  theatres  in  Jackson- 
ville which  will  bring  the  Sparks  total 
here  up  to  12  and  about  140  in  the  Sun- 
shine State. 


Open  in  Celeste 

Celeste,  Tex. — B.  E.  and  Mrs.  Blevins 
opened  a new  show  here  last  week.  The 
venture  is  partly  supported  by  local 
merchants.  Out  of  the  ordinary  is  that 
Blevins  remodeled  the  building  himself. 
He  operates  the  machines  while  his  wife 
sells  tickets  and  handles  the  ground  floor. 


Edgar  Hands  to  Wed 

Minden.  La. — Edgar  Hands,  owner  of  the 
Rex  and  Scout  theatres  here,  will  be  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Lucile  Pugh  of  Shreveport  in 
November. 


Dallas  Delegates — 

From  the  Dallas  Tent  of  the  Variety 
Club  went  the  above  delegates  to  the 
natiojial  convention  in  Pittsburgh  over 
the  last  weekend.  At  the  top  is  R.  J. 
O’Donnell,  with  Paul  Short  and  Wil- 
liam McCraw,  left  to  right,  below. 


Dallas  Barkers  Attend 
Pittsburgh  Banquet 

Dallas — Barkers  of  Tent  No.  17  who  at- 
tended Variety’s  12th  annual  banquet  at 
Pittsburgh  were  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  vice- 
president,  and  William  O’Donnell,  divi- 
sional manager  for  Interstate;  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  national  Allied  president,  and  Paul 
Short,  district  manager  of  National  Screen 
Service  and  subsidiary  companies. 

R.  J.  O’Donnell  went  on  from  there  to 
New  York  to  complete  film  deals.  Cole’s 
route  was  unknown,  while  William  O’Don- 
nell and  Short  returned  here. 


New  SheHield  House 

Nashville  — Muscle  Shoals  Theatres, 
Inc.,  affiliate  of  Crescent  Amusement  Co., 
will  begin  construction  immediately  of  a 
new  theatre  at  Sheffield  to  seat  1,000.  The 
cost  is  estimated  at  $75,000  and  Louis 
Rosenbaum,  Sheffield  representative, 
states  the  theatre  will  be  completed  about 
Pebruary  1. 


Preview  of  '"Ramparts" 

Knoxville — ^The  Riveria  promoted  a 
run  of  “The  Ramparts  We  Watch”  with  a 
preview  for  the  City  Council,  the  school 
board  and  representatives  of  the  American 
Legion.  The  preview  apparently  helped 
swell  attendance. 


Build  Four  Houses 
In  Oklahoma  City 


Oklahoma  City — With  four  theatres 
now  under  construction  here,  the  theatre 
scene  is  changing  rapidly.  One  house  was 
closed  here  by  the  Griffith  circuit  last 
week  while  another  downtown  Griffith 
house  was  reopened. 

Chet  Humphreys,  operator  of  the  Ritz, 
Britton,  who  is  remodeling  a building  for 
a theatre  on  the  site  of  the  old  Log  Cabin 
here  near  Northwest  and  39th  St.,  is  put- 
ting on  the  finishing  touches  and  may 
be  ready  to  open  for  business  by  No- 
vember 1. 

The  new  Uptown  at  1212  North 
Hudson  here  being  built  by  R.  G.  Seiber, 
hotel  operator,  and  leased  to  Charles  Per- 
ris for  operation,  now  has  the  walls  com- 
plete and  is  ready  for  the  roof.  This 
house  is  scheduled  to  be  opened  soon  af- 
ter November  15. 

The  new  $50,000  theatre  to  be  con- 
structed by  Louis  Barton,  Stroud,  Okla., 
exhibitor,  is  still  in  the  excavating  stage. 
This  house  will  be  located  in  the  800 
block  on  Southwest  29th  Street  and  will 
be  completed  by  the  first  of  next  year. 

Sam  Caporal,  operator  of  the  Yale  and 
Mayflower  here,  is  now  watching  erec- 
tion of  his  Bison  at  Northwest  23rd  and 
Kate  Streets,  another  $50,000  venture. 

The  Rialto,  in  the  100  block  on  West 
Grand  Ave.  in  the  downtown  area,  was 
closed  October  16,  according  to  Griffith 
Amusement  officials,  due  to  expiration  of 
the  lease  and  the  reluctance  of  the  cir- 
cuit to  sign  at  the  old  rental  figure.  The 
Griffith-Southwestern  circuit  on  October 
15  reopened  the  Joy,  tabloid  musical  com- 
edy house,  with  films  as  the  Gaiety.  The 
house  was  refurbished  throughout. 

Out  in  the  state  the  following  changes 
have  been  reported: 

Mrs.  Maud  Baker  has  purchased  the 
Ritz  at  Talihina  from  W.  W.  Sides.  W.  H. 
Martin,  operator  of  the  Ritz  at  Jay,  sold 
that  house  to  J.  B.  Denny.  Truman  El- 
lerd  has  sold  the  Blue  Moon  at  Garber 
to  J.  I.  McConnell.  Mrs.  Pearl  Dooley, 
operator  of  the  Dooley  at  Purcell,  is  re- 
piorted  to  have  sold  that  house  to  her 
competitor  there,  Levi  Metcalf.  In  con- 
nection with  the  Purcell  situation,  it  is 
rumored  that  K.  Lee  Williams  Tlieatres, 
Inc.,  is  dickering  with  Metcalf  for  pur- 
chase of  the  three  houses  he  now  con- 
trols in  Purcell  but  no  official  confirma- 
tion was  forthcoming  from  the  circuit. 


Columbia  Regional  Draws 
Salesmen  to  Atlanta 

Dallas — Columbians  here  and  in  Okla- 
homa City  joined  other  sales  forces  in 
the  south  for  a regional  sales  conven- 
tion Saturday  and  Sunday  in  Atlanta, 
conducted  by  Abe  Montague,  general  sales 
manager,  and  his  assistant.  Rube  Jack- 
ter. 

Chief  discussion  was  said  to  have  been 
on  the  distribution  of  “Arizona,”  Colum- 
bia’s current  big  picture. 

Prom  here  went  J.  B.  Underwood, 
branch  manager;  Mon  Whitcher,  his  of- 
fice manager,  and  Salesmen  Leslie  Wilkes, 
Herman  Craver,  Jim  McKinney  and  Wal- 
ter Penn. 

C.  A.  (Dewey)  Gibbs,  Oklahoma  City 
branch  manager,  and  Salesmen  Sid  Gibbs 
and  Smith  took  the  same  Atlanta  train 
with  the  Dallasites. 
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Theatres  Improved 
For  Fall  Season 


Birmingham  — Extensive  improvements 
have  been  made  on  Birmingham  theatres 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  fall  season. 

The  Ritz.  Empire,  Lyric  and  Strand  all 
have  been  redecorated  and  these  and  the 
Alabama  installed  new  sound  equipment. 
An  innovation  in  several  of  the  houses  is 
a candy  bar. 

A number  of  neighborhood  theatres 
operated  by  Waters  Theatre  Corp.  also 
have  been  improved  and  the  North  Birm- 
ingham Theatre  was  completely  remodeled 
at  a cost  of  $16,000,  new  sound  equipment, 
seating,  and  air  conditioning  being  added. 


Motorcade  Will  Bring 
Variety  to  Big  Game 

Atlanta — A unique  caravan  is  scheduled 
to  leave  the  front  of  the  Henry  Grady 
Hotel  at  9 o’clock  a.  m.,  November  30. 
Seven  buses  will  form  a part  of  this  cara- 
van, in  the  lead  being  a motorcycle  patrol- 
man of  the  Atlanta  police  department, 
patrol  cars  of  the  Georgia  state  police  and 
a sound  truck,  the  property  of  the  Atlanta 
Variety  Club, 

The  parade  is  Tent  No.  2rs  and  will  be 
headed  for  the  Georgia  Tech-Georgia  foot- 
ball game  in  Athens  on  that  date. 

The  motorcade  idea  was  suggested  at 
the  last  club  meeting  and  soon  reserva- 
tions were  pouring  in.  Each  bus  will  carry 
two  porters  who  will  serve  refreshments 
during  the  trip  and  in  addition  a couple  of 
musicians  will  be  assigned  to  each  bus  to 
lead  all  in  song  and  to  entertain. 

The  American  Legion  Post  in  Athens  is 
setting  aside  their  club  house  located  near 
the  football  stadium  for  the  use  of  the 
Variety  Club  and  there  all  who  make  the 
trip  will  enjoy  a picnic  lunch  prepared  by 
the  Barkers’  wives  or  girl  friends  and  car- 
ried along  on  the  trip. 


Helen  Hardy  Recuperating 

Atlanta — Helen  Hardy,  Boxoffice  rep- 
resentative, is  recuperating  from  a ton- 
sillotomy which  she  underwent  last  Sat- 
urday, 


No  Males  Are  Allowed 
At  These  "Hen  Parties" 


MISS  VIVI.AN  THOMAS 

Charlotte  — No  males  are  allowed 
at  meetings  of  The  16  Club,  an  organiza- 
tion composed  of  theatre  cashiers  in  the 
Charlotte  area.  Exceptions  are  made  when 
the  organization  gives  a dance.  The  “hen 
parties”  are  well  attended.  They  are  held 
at  homes  of  various  members,  on  a rotat- 
ing plan. 

The  16  Club  has  been  in  existence  four 
years,  but  only  recently  was  given  a name. 
The  girls  elected  Miss  Vivian  Thomas, 
cashier  at  the  ’Ti'yon  Theatre,  as  president, 
while  Sara  Garrison,  ditto  at  the  Dil- 
worth,  was  named  vice-president.  Mildred 
Lawing  of  the  Imperial  is  treasurer,  while 
Pauline  Parr  of  the  city  office,  Wilby-Kin- 
cey,  is  secretary.  Glenn  Ford  of  the  State 
is  chairman  of  entertainment. 


Hoblitzelle  Returns 

Dallas — Karl  Hoblitzelle,  president  of 
the  Interstate  circuit,  has  returned  to  his 
offices  here  after  spending  the  summer  in 
California. 


T)ECEMBER  1 and  2 are  the  dates  for  the 
winter  convention  of  the  Theatre  Own- 
ers’ Ass’n  of  North  and  South  Carolina. 
The  convention  sessions  will  be  held  at  the 
Hotel  Charlotte  . . . The  new  State  has 
opened  at  Timmonsville,  S.  C.  F.  A.  Green 
is  manager. 

At  Easley,  S.  C.,  Harold  Armistead  has 
installed  new  booth  equipment  in  the 
Lyric  . . . Colonial  Theatres,  Inc.,  has 
equipped  the  Patovi  at  Madison  with  new 
sound  . . . The  Ritz,  Newberry,  S.  C.,  oper- 
ated by  Mrs.  C.  H.  Albrecht,  has  new  booth 
equipment  and  lighting  furnished  by  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply. 

Dorothy  Little  DeBerry,  formerly  with 
Paramount,  has  joined  the  Universal  staff 
. . .New  chairs  have  been  installed  in 
Wade’s  Theatre  at  Morehead  City.  Francis 
Wade  operates  the  house. 

A barbecue  picnic  and  golf  competition 
has  been  arranged  for  the  folks  in  Char- 
lotte exchanges.  It’s  a stag  affair,  and 
will  be  held  October  28  . . . Jules  Benedic 
was  a visitor. 

F.  H.  Beddingfield  has  been  appoint- 
ed program  chairman  for  the  mid-winter 
convention  of  the  TOA  of  North  and  South 
Carolina  which  meets  in  Charlotte  De- 
cember 1 and  2.  Other  members  of  the 
committee  are  George  W.  Parr  of  Lan- 
caster, S.  C.,  and  Harry  Hardy  of  Char- 
lotte. 

The  Strand  in  Columbia,  S.  C.,  was  dam- 
aged by  fire  October  22  to  an  extent  es- 
timated tentatively  about  $10,000.  About 
20  persons  were  in  the  house  at  the  time. 

Mrs.  V.  J.  Guthery  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Charlotte  Motion  Picture  Coun- 
cil last  week.  Other  officers  were  Mrs. 
Mary  King  Wallace,  vice-president;  Mrs. 
Harvey  Henderson,  secretary;  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Yarborough,  treasurer. 

Seen  on  the  Row  last  week — J.  B.  Mc- 
Intyre of  the  Raeford,  Raeford;  Mrs.  H.  T. 
Green  of  the  Hollywood,  Manning,  S.  C., 
and  C.  B.  Anderson  of  the  Lyric,  Bishop- 
ville,  S.  C. 


Alexander  Film's  Carolina 
StaH  Setting  Records 

Charlotte — Good  records  are  being  hung 
up  by  local  representatives  of  the  Alexan- 
der Film  Co.,  says  D.  B.  Kizziah,  general 
district  manager,  with  offices  here.  Seven 
men  travel  the  two  Carolinas.  Three  out 
of  the  seven  are  among  the  first  ten  in 
national  sales  standings;  four  among  the 
first  12.  This  is  believed  to  be  a unique 
record  for  a single  office. 

C.  J.  Blanchard,  for  years  among  the 
first  five  nationally,  and  his  co-workers, 
C.  H.  Starr  and  P.  B.  Seanor,  constitute 
the  trio.  The  name  of  L.  V.  Carr  is  added 
when  the  standings  of  the  first  dozen  na- 
tionally are  computed.  Also  with  good  rec- 
ords are  the  remaining  three  in  the  Char- 
lotte branch:  R.  O.  Yancey,  J.  Harry 
Long  and  R.  L.  Simpson. 


Jefferson  Opens  Monday 

Birmingham — The  opening  of  the  Jef- 
ferson is  scheduled  for  Monday,  under  the 
direction  of  Ted  Barker. 


Premiere  at  Warm  Springs — 

Under  the  auspices  of  President  Roosevelt,  victims  of  infantile  paralysis  at 
the  Warm  Springs  Foundation  have  a Hollywood  premiere  brought  to  them 
with  the  world  premiere  of  Alexander  Korda's  “Thief  of  Bagdad.”  Sabu  and 
June  Duprez  flew  in  from  Hollywood  to  be  with  the  youngsters  and  to  sit  in 
the  wheelchair -filled  theatre  to  watch  the  first  unfolding  of  the  Technicolor 
picture.  Red  runner  carpets,  gaily  striped  canopies  and  spotlights  brought  to 
these  children  all  the  brightness  and  glamour  of  a world  they  cannot  be  in. 
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Concerning  the  Carolinas 
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will  act  in  a similar  capacity  for  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.,  which  soon  will  be  of- 
ficed  on  West  Second  . . . What  a plea- 
sure to  get  back  to  an  area  where  doubles 
generally  speaking,  is  a word  you  use  only 
in  bridge! 


By  A.  JULES  BENEDIC 


Charlotte  — As  we  clip  into  Char- 
lotte, we  are  convinced  nothing  could  be 
finer  than  to  be  in  Carolina,  even  in  the 
p.  m.  Our  ’35  Auburn  ambles  along  aus- 
piciously out  of  Times  Square,  New  York 
City,  but  begins  to  wheeze  a little  as  the 
Southland  is  reached,  for  a 641-mile  jour- 
ney is  no  mean  feat  for  the  ancient  chariot, 
all  at  one  time,  so  to  speak. 

But  Charlotte  at  last,  and  it’s  just  like 
old  home  week  in  the  Carolina  metropolis. 
Heck  Everett,  Frank  Beddingfield,  Sam 
Craver  and  numerous  other  old-timers,  in- 
cluding Columbia’s  Bob  Ingram,  are  on 
hand  for  a rousing  (?)  welcome  to  the 
prodigal  perigrinator. 

We  interview  most  everyone  of  import- 
ance except  Mike  Kincey,  saving  him  for 
another  day  not  so  busy  as  this  one.  Sort 
of  a special  visit  to  Mike  is  planned,  so  to 
speak. 

Construction  Continues 

With  Charlotte  leading  most  United 
States  cities  in  population  gains,  the  Caro- 
linas, theatrically  speaking,  have  kept 
pace  with  this  growth,  an  interesting  con- 
versation with  Max  Bryant,  head  of  the 
equipment  company  of  that  name,  reveals. 
Over  a period  of  14  months,  or  roughly 
from  August  of  1939  to  date,  Mr.  Bryant 
estimates  that  30  new  houses  have  been 
erected  in  the  Carolinas  by  independents, 
while  the  Kincey  interests  are  responsible 
for  say  a dozen  more.  A half  dozen  houses 
now  are  in  course  of  erection,  with  ap- 
proximately the  same  number  in  the  blue- 
print stage.  At  the  moment,  the  equip- 
ment expert  opines,  construction,  while 
continuing,  has  slowed  somewhat,  with 
more  or  less  of  a saturation  point  having 
been  attained. 

As  to  the  town  itself,  it’s  enjoying  a 
splendid  growth,  and  hotels  are  filled  for 
the  Southern  States  Pair,  the  dog  show,  a 
convention  running  full  blast,  and  what- 
not. An  important  new  hotel  is  due  to 
open  soon  after  January  1.  The  town 
really  looks  good. 

Speaking  of  the  dog  show,  incidentally, 
we  ran  into  Lyle  Wilson,  cinematic  satrap 
of  Roanoke  Rapids  and  thereabouts.  He 
came  down  with  Ch.  Roland  v.  Huffman- 
hiem,  not  a new  Carolina  exhibitor,  but  a 
good-looking  dog  with  blood  lines  running 
way  back  before  Hitler.  Roland  captured 
a ribbon  in  the  Doberman-Pinscher  finals, 
and  the  upshot  of  the  matter  was  that  we 
promised  Lyle  we’d  snap  him  and  the  dog 
the  next  time  we  made  Roanoke,  aiming 
it  at  Boxoffice  space. 

Carolina  Chatter 

Watt  Parker,  Atlantic  Film  mogul,  also 
an  exhib,  tells  us  he’ll  open  his  West  End 
Theatre  in  High  Point  on  November  1 . . . 
George  Parr  at  Lancaster  readying  his  new 
house  for  a formal  opening  before  long  . . . 
One  of  the  oldest  exhibitors  in  the  terri- 
tory, Harry  K.  Lucas,  retires  from  the  ex- 
hibition field  with  the  sale  of  the  Char- 
lotte Theatre  to  T.  A.  Little.  Larry  Wat- 
ers, formerly  with  National  Screen  at 
Memphis,  is  the  new  pilot  . . . Jack  La- 
ment, Monogram  mogul,  has  an  embryonic 
exchange  manager,  a new  arrival  in  the 
Lamont  household  . . . Walter  Griffith, 
veteran  sound  man,  reported  ready  to  get 
back  into  harness  after  a long  siege  of 
illness  . . . Tom  Little,  well  known  circuit 
exhib,  in  the  hospital  for  a checkup  after 
an  attack  of  neuritis. 

“Ecstasy”  going  over  great  in  the  two 
Carolinas,  reports  the  local  office  of  Mono- 
gram . . . Jimmy  Prichard,  the  new  Uni- 


versal manager  here,  formerly  at  Memphis 
in  the  same  capacity,  discovered  boosting 
the  coming  film  golf  tourney  . . . Along- 
the-Row  visitors  included  T.  J.  Henn  of 
Murphy,  also  L.  A.  Linder  of  Williamston 
and  other  towns  . . . NTSCo.  furnished  the 
Lyric  at  Easley  with  a flock  of  new  equip- 
ment, Manager  Marx  reports;  ditto  with 
the  State  at  Timmonsville,  shortly  to  be 
opened  by  Frank  Greene  . . . Mr.  Coving- 
ton will  open  his  new  theatre  for  colored 
at  Orangeburg,  S.  C. 

Heller  at  Producers'  Helm 

Bob  Bryant  of  Rock  Hill  very  proud  of 
his  new  Pix  Theatre  there,  openeci  recent- 
ly ...  J.  W.  Watts,  from  up  Williamston 
way,  observed  on  one  of  his  periodical 
booking  jaunts  . . . Swanee,  a swanky  new 
house  for  the  Towel  City  Theatres  at  Kan- 
napolis, will  open  about  November  1,  the 
Row  is  informed  . . . Louis  Wade  of  Fuquay 
Springs  is  redecorating  his  house  . . . The 
twelve-month  ending  soon  one  of  the  best 
in  history  for  theatre  expansion,  authori- 
ties agree  . . . Kincey  interests’  new  house 
at  Wilmington,  an  elaborate  affair,  due  for 
opening  soon  . . . This  is  not  a news  note, 
simply  the  fact  that  we  were  greatly  sad- 
dened upon  belatedly  learning  of  the 
passing  of  our  dear  friend,  Mr.  Bailey,  in 
Wilmington  . . . Sam  Craver  recently  sold 
his  Wythe  at  Wytheville,  Va.,  to  E.  G. 
Bowman,  who  has  leased  it  to  the  com- 
pany operating  the  Moody  and  Millwald 
theatres  there. 

Paramount’s  reviewing  theatre  will  be 
completely  overhauled,  says  Scott  Lett, 
local  manager  . . . M-G-M’s  new  exchange 
building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  the 
first  of  the  year,  if  government  orders  do 
not  hold  up  steel  shipments.  Ben  Rosen- 
wald  is  local  manager  ...  A pleasant  chat 
with  L.  C.  Sipe,  who  has  disposed  of  most 
of  his  theatre  interests  . . . Ditto  with  Heck 
Everett,  long  an  exchange  manager,  now 
head  of  a budding  theatre  circuit  . . . E. 
E.  Heller,  formerly  manager  for  Affiliated, 


Asheville,  N.  C. — “Skylarking  in  Sky- 
land”  might  well  be  the  alternative  ap- 
pellation of  this  dizzy  diatribe.  We’re  dizzy 
on  account  of  the  mountains,  which  com- 
prise most  of  the  instant  cosmos.  These 
are,  incidentally,  a close  second  to  the 
climate,  the  chief  subject  of  conversation. 
Climate  here  is  something  the  natives 
will  fight  about.  This  subject,  by  com- 
parison, labels  a heated  controversy  be- 
tween California  and  Florida  folk  as  a 
sedate  topic. 

Even  such  a personage  as  E.  J.  Sparks, 
Florida  theatrical  magnate,  likes  the  cli- 
mate so  well  that  he  has  a home  up  in 
these  on-the-fringe  Blue  Ridges.  Ed  now 
is  “in  residence,”  the  fine  weather  having 
clung  on  past  normal  expectancy,  appar- 
ently. We  didn’t  see  Ed,  but  we  did  bump 
into  Carl  Bamford,  Asheville  mogul,  at  the 
Imperial  Theatre. 

Pertinent  Pisgah  Paragraphs 

Getting  back  to  the  weather,  it’s  quite 
a fetish,  so  to  speak.  Leading  hotel  in 
Rutherfordton,  where  we  spent  a recent 
night,  is  called  the  “Isothermal.”  Webster 
defines  the  term  as  “having  an  equal 
amount  of  heat.” 

As  the  weather  gets  brisker,  business 
does  the  same.  All  throughout  western 
North  Carolina,  we  find  attendance  climb- 
ing as  nights  grow  colder.  This  condition 
comes  at  a time,  too,  that  makes  exhibi- 
tors grateful,  for  they  have  had  a sum- 
mer that’s  been  tougher  than  an  old  boot. 
Not  so  at  Asheville,  however,  which  is  a 
summer  resort. 

Auburning  about  Asheville,  we  ascertain 
that  Frank  LaBarre,  Carl  Bamford’s  Man 
Friday,  is  vacationing  in  Daytona  Beach. 
James  Frazier’s  holding  down  the  Imperial 
fort,  while  T.  L.  Stelling,  cinema  veteran, 
still  is  piloting  at  the  Plaza.  J.  W.  Hough 
is  found  at  the  State,  with  E.  L.  Hulme 
acting  as  managerial  chief  at  all  houses. 

(Continued  on  page  54-D) 


Make  the  "NAKED  EYE"  test 
In  Your  Own  Projection  Booth — ! 
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tor and  High  Intensity  lamp 
with  your  present  equipment — 
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gURRIS  AND  HENLEY  SMITH  have  in- 
stalled new  sound  in  their  Imperial  in 
Pocahontas,  Ark.  . . . Loyd  Hutchins  is 
now  managing  the  Ozark  Amusement  Cir- 
cuit. Mrs.  Margaret  Harkey,  owner,  will 
continue  to  do  the  booking  and  buying  . . . 
Ed  Doherty,  RKO’s  office  manager,  has 
been  ill  for  the  past  week.  The  latest  re- 
port is  he  is  entering  the  hospital  for 
observation  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Sapinsley 
of  Malco  Theatres,  Inc.,  celebrated  their 
fourth  wedding  anniversary  October  22  in 
Nashville  with  Mrs.  Sapinsley’s  parents. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  Harry 
Shaw,  Dillar,  Warden,  Mo.;  Tom  Ford, 
Ford,  Rector,  Ark.;  H.  G.  Brewer,  Savoy, 
Clarksdale,  Miss.;  John  Staples,  Franklin, 
Piggott,  Ark.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jess  Norman, 
Best,  England,  Ark.;  C.  W.  Tipton,  New, 
Maiiila,  Ark.;  Jack  Watson,  Palace,  Tun- 
ica, Miss.;  P.  E.  Morris,  Honey,  Indian- 
ola.  Miss.;  John  Crabtree  jr.,  Merlu, 
Clarendon,  Ark.;  G.  H.  Goff,  Ritz,  Par- 
sons, Tenn.;  Miss  Louise,  Mask,  Luez,  Boli- 
var, Tenn.;  Norman  Fair,  Fair,  Somerville, 
Tenn.;  W.  O.  Taylor,  Uptown,  Dresden, 
Tenn.;  Charles  Collier,  Globe,  Shaw,  Miss.; 
George  Hale,  Globe,  Drew,  Miss.;  B.  M. 
Jackson,  Delta,  Ruleville,  Miss.;  Carl 
Christian,  Des  Arc,  Ark.;  W.  F.  Ruffin, 
Ruffin  Amusement  Co.,  Covington,  Tenn.; 
Bernard  Haberfeld,  Varsity,  Amory,  Miss.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Flexer,  Waverly, 
Waverly,  Tenn. 

A most  unusual  visitor  was  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Mitchell  of  the  Gem  at  Dumas.  This  was 
her  first  booking  trip  since  March  . . . H. 
R.  Mitchell,  owner  of  the  Linden  at  Lin- 
den, Tenn.,  and  Miss  Christine  Hardy,  his 
manager,  were  on  the  Row  making  final 
preparations  for  the  reopening  of  the 
theatre  on  October  26  . . . Hugh  Braly, 
Paramount’s  district  manager,  and  Clinton 
Bolton  and  Jack  Dailey  of  the  exploitation 
department  of  Paramount  were  recent 
Memphis  visitors  ...  A fire  in  the  booth 
of  the  Star  at  Lexington,  Miss.,  neces- 
sitated closing  of  the  house  for  several 
days  . . . Clyde  Bradley  is  now  managing 


Convention  Tieup — 

How  RKO  Radio,  under  the  general- 
ship of  A.  M.  Avery  at  the  helm  of  the 
Memphis  branch,  exploited  the  forth- 
coming “Lum  and  Abner”  picture  at 
the  Tri-State  convention  in  the  Ten- 
riessee  metropolis.  Dressed  as  the 
famed  Pine  Ridgers  of  radio  are  Jim- 
mie Schribler  and  Bill  Scruggs  of  the 
Memphis  office.  They  distributed  small 
sacks  of  candy  at  the  convention. 


the  Evans  at  Mountain  Home,  Ark.,  since 
the  death  of  H.  H.  Evans. 

W.  F.  Sonneman  paid  the  Row  one  of 
his  periodical  visits  and  spent  a couple  of 
days  buying  product  for  his  Fayetteville, 
Springdale  and  Bentonville  houses  . . . M. 
A.  Lightman  of  Malco  Theatres,  Die.,  ad- 
vises the  Mystic  in  Ft.  Smith  has  been  re- 
named the  Plaza  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Azar  of  the  Lincoln,  Greenville,  Miss.,  were 
on  the  Row  booking.  This  was  their  first 
trip  in  many  weeks. 


TIEMMIE^SIIEIIE 

T M.  GOEBEL,  manager  of  the  Cameo 
■*  and  Columbia,  Bristol,  is  back  from  a 
trip  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  was 
guest  of  Jack  and  Sam  Flax,  franchise 
holders  and  distributors  of  Republic  pic- 
tures in  the  Bristol  area  . . . Cowan  Old- 
ham, manager  of  theatres  and  representa- 
tive of  Crescent  Amusement  Co.  in  Mc- 
Minnville, is  having  constructed  a store 
building  for  rental. 

The  State,  Kingsport,  invited  students, 
teachers  and  football  team  members  of 
the  local  high  school  to  hold  a pep  meet- 
ing in  the  theatre,  then  gave  a showing  of 
“Lucky  Partners.” 

Mrs.  Tony  Sudekum,  wife  of  the  presi- 
dent of  Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  Nash- 
ville, accompanied  by  Mrs.  Cowan  Old- 
ham, wife  of  Crescent’s  McMinnville 
representative,  are  on  a two-week  trip  to 
New  Orleans  and  other  southern  points 
ending  at  the  Sudekum  winter  home  at 
Fort  Lauderdale,  La. 

The  Majestic  in  Jackson  had  a tieup 
with  local  merchants  on  a series  of  “If 
You’re  in  the  Dog  House”  ads,  promoting 
“I  Want  a Divorce.”  The  theatre  ad  read; 
“If  You’re  in  the  Dog  House,  Here’s  How 
to  Get  Out — Take  Her  to  the  Majestic 
Theatre  to  See  7 Want  a Divorce’.” 


Army  Picture  Service 
Adding  New  Accounts 

Dallas — U.  S.  Army  Motion  Picture  Ser- 
vice of  which  W.  E.  Crist  is  regional  man- 
ager and  booker  here  is  taking  on  a num- 
ber of  new  theatres  by  reason  of  the  na- 
tional defense  program.  His  five  new  ac- 
counts will  be  at  Brownwood,  San  Angelo, 
Palacios,  and  El  Paso,  where  new  units 
for  the  National  Guard  and  other  train- 
ing forces  are  being  set  up. 

A new  booking  office  is  being  set  up  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  it  was  said  to  handle  south- 
eastern army  camp  bookings  which  were 
formerly  handled  by  Crist  out  of  Dallas. 

Army  theatres  in  the  southwest  which 
have  been  booked  by  Crist  over  a long 
period  are  at  Marfa,  El  Paso,  Galveston, 
two  in  San  Antonio;  Brackettsville,  Ran- 
dolph Field,  Rio  Grande,  all  in  Texas; 
Shreveport,  La.;  Ft.  Sill  and  Ft.  Reno, 
Okla.,  and  Ft.  Huachuca,  Ariz. 


New  Union  Business  Agent 

Dallas — Miss  Louise  Wright  of  M-G-M 
has  been  elected  business  agent  of  Film 
Exchange  Employes  union,  B-55,  succeed- 
ing Roy  Smith,  who  resigned  on  being 
moved  up  from  shipper  to  the  booking 
desk  at  Universal. 

ff  - 

Blame  It  on  Moon, 
Exhibitor  Says 

Jacksonville,  Fla. — You  hear  theatre 
operators  cuss  rainy  weather,  hot 
weather  and  cold  days,  but  when  you 
hear  one  complain  because  the  moon  is 
too  bright,  you  pick  up  your  ears. 

But  that  is  the  complaint  of  Horace 
Denning,  manager  of  the  Drive-In  Thea- 
tre in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  who  says  the 
moon  has  been  so  bright  the  past  week, 
that  it  has  lighted  up  the  open-air  screen 
to  a point  where  it  has  been  difficult  for 
patrons  to  see  the  picture  on  display  at 
the  ozoner. 


The  American  Desk  Manufacturing  Co, 

(Manufacturers  of  Theatre  Seating) 

announce 

the  opening  of  their  new  office  and  display 
room  at  308  S.  Second  Street 
in  the  same  building  with 

nLM  TRANSIT.  INC. 

A Full  line  of  theatre  chair  samples  on  display. 

WIRE.  WRITE  OR  TELEPHONE 


for  personal  call  with  samples. 
A.  F.  DECKER,  Representative 


308  S.  Second  St. 


Memphis,  Tenn. 


Telephone:  8-2913  or  8-1048 
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T M.  “SODA”  REYNOLDS  of  the  Allied 
* office  is  busy  getting  up  his  program 
for  the  ATO  of  Texas  convention  here  on 
November  12-13. 

U.  S.  Usry,  Decatur  exhibitor,  made  an 
extra  trip  to  Dallas  this  week,  occasion 
being  to  accompany  the  Decatur  high 
school  glee  club  of  45  girls  to  the  State 
Fair  where  they  won  top  honors.  His 
daughter,  Margaret,  who  has  been  cited 
previously  for  vocal  talent,  was  one  of  the 
singers. 

Thanksgiving  is  pointed  out  as  a dou- 
ble feature  again  this  year  with  the 
“Democratic”  Thanksgiving  falling  on  No- 
vember 21  and  the  “Republican”  Thanks- 
giving on  November  28,  which  indicates 
that  theatres  should  not  only  get  extra 
revenue  for  the  two  Thursdays  but  that 
they  should  be  able  to  satisfy  both 
tickets. 

Miss  Josephine  Bell,  formerly  of  the 
Republic  office,  is  now  with  the  Buddy 
Harris  Poster  Exchange  . . . Mrs.  Morris 
Sehulman,  head  of  Bryan  Amusement  Co. 
at  Bryan,  an  affiliate  of  Jefferson  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  has  returned  from  a trip  to  New 
York  and  New  Orleans  and  announces  she 
will  visit  Dallas  each  week  to  keep  in  close 
contact  with  theatre  operation. 

C.  E.  Hilgers,  former  Dallas  film  man, 
now  owner  and  operator  of  the  Clair 
Theatre,  Albany,  Ga.,  writes  a branch 
manager  here  that  he  is  fully  satisfied 
with  his  theatre  operation  and  that  he 
expects  to  visit  friends  here  and  relatives 
in  Ft.  Worth  about  Christmas  time. 

Jim  Golding,  operator  of  the  Texas  and 
Rex  in  Amarillo,  is  also  business  manager 
for  the  T.  E.  Robertson’s  All  American 
Rodeo  and  Horse  Show  which  will  perform 
in  the  Will  Rogers  Memorial  Coliseum  the 
week  of  November  15  to  24. 

C.  J.  Sikes,  new  owner  of  the  Linda  at 
Lindale,  was  a visitor  of  the  week  buying 
miscellaneous  supplies  and  conferring  with 
Ind-Ex  Booking  Service,  which  handles  his 
account. 

Joe  C.  Clemmons,  long-time  former  ex- 
ecutive of  Jefferson  Amusement,  was  seen 
visiting  friends  on  the  Row.  He  is  now  in 
his  second  term  as  president  of  the 
Beaumont  chamber  of  commerce  and  is 
chairman  there  of  the  draft  board  for  na- 
tional defense. 

J.  E.  (Uncle  Joe)  Luckett  of  Interstate 
was  walking  Filmrow  this  week  in  behalf 
of  the  Red  Cross  . . . J.  I.  Roberts,  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  branch  manager, 
has  been  making  frequent  sales  trips  into 
the  territoiT  lately  as  the  gush  of  new 
theatre  projects  continue.  He  was  away 
over  this  weekend  on  a like  mission. 

R.  E.  Blevins  and  Mrs.  Blevins  were  here 
Monday  for  miscellaneous  supplies  in  con- 
nection with  their  new  theatre  which 
opened  at  Celeste  last  Friday.  He  bore  a 
few  marks  of  slight  injuries  sustained  in 
getting  the  house  ready. 

National  Screen  Service  forces  are  work- 
ing under  full  steam  ahead  these  days  to- 
ward making  a big  showing  in  the  Her- 
man Robbins  drive  . . . Lee  Scarborough, 
formerly  of  Center  and  Tenaha,  was  here 
Wednesday  buying  equipment  for  the  new 
theatre  he  is  now  building  at  Van  . . . 
On  schedule  previously  announced,  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  national  presi- 
dent, was  in  Pittsburgh  this  week  for  a 
board  of  directors  meeting  of  the  na- 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Many  Helpful  Hints  in 
"Tips"  R&R  Organ 


Dallas — Tips,  the  R&R  house  organ 
edited  by  Booker  Worth  Leuthstrom,  is 
growing  with  exhibition  hints  and  helps 
as  gathered  over  the  circuit  and  elsewhere. 
Number  15  of  the  sheet  was  off  the  press 
last  week.  It  included  a specialized  release 
chart  of  features  and  shorts. 

The  issue  tells  about  a candy  tieup  used 
by  Harry  Hardgrave  of  the  Sherman  thea- 
tres, gives  the  punch  line  “Maisie  Goes 
Crazy  in  ‘Dulcy’,”  and  describes  a number 
of  interesting  fronts  and  campaigns  of 
several  circuit  managers.  For  instance, 
J.  F.  Jones  of  the  Palestine  theatres  had 
a display  booth  at  the  local  Fair  recently, 
the  idea  being,  “If  you  can’t  whip  ’em, 
join  ’em.”  The  booth  sold  Fair  customers 
motion  pictures  are  their  best  entertain- 
ment. 

Then  there  was  Stanley  Swift,  partner 
in  the  theatres  in  Cameron,  who  took  the 
high  school  football  squad  down  to  Col- 
lege Station  to  see  the  Texas  A&M-T.  C.  U. 
game.  It  all  cost  very  little  and  built  up 
a great  amount  of  goodwill,  Tips  pointed 
out. 


Variety  Carnival  Ticket 
Sales  Assure  Success 

Dallas — Variety  Club’s  big  Hallowe’en 
Carnival  and  Dance,  to  be  held  the  night 
of  October  31  on  the  Adolphus  Hotel  roof, 
is  in  for  large  scale  attendance,  what  with 
tickets  going  at  $1  a person  so  that  all 
film  and  theatre  employes  may  attend. 
Louis  Charninsky,  Elm  Street  manager  and 
chairman  of  the  Hallowe’en  committee, 
said  tickets  were  selling  fast  and  backed 
that  statement  with  a personal  canvass 
of  Filmrow  to  boost  these  sales  and  also 
to  do  Community  Chest  work. 

Charninsky,  who  recently  recovered  from 
pneumonia  and  typhus  fever,  looked  as 
spry  and  well  as  usual  on  this  trek  to  the 
Row.  With  him  was  Miss  Bonnie  Long, 
Variety  executive  secretary,  who  is  co- 
operating in  both  the  Hallowe’en  and 
Chest  movements. 


THE  CALDERONS— Jose,  Gillermo  and 
“Pepe” — of  Azteca  Film  Distributing  Co., 
Mexico  City,  were  among  recent  visitors 
calling  on  Manager  J.  J.  Jimenez  at  the 
Latin-American  Film  Exchange  . . . John 
Leroy  Johnston,  publicity  head  for  Wal- 
ter Wanger,  was  in  the  other  day  to  plug 
the  coming  of  “Foreign  Correspondent,” 
then  went  on  to  New  York  . . . Dorris 
Null,  winsome  candy  gal  at  the  State, 
spent  her  Tuesday  off  visiting  her  par- 
ents in  Corpus  Christi  . . . Seen  at  the 
“El  Jardin”  theatrical  party  Thursday 
night  were  Jack  Blankfield,  Mignon  Boe- 
gere,  Nick  Moret,  The  Mysterious  Howard, 
magician:  “Odessa,”  radio  vocalist,  and 
the  Cardenas  Sisters,  song  and  dance 
team. 

“Reform  School,”  an  all-Negro  produc- 
tion, played  a special  midweek  engage- 
ment at  the  Cameo  . . . Ray  Jennings, 
Raye,  Hondo,  Tex.,  was  a show  shopper 
at  Latin-American  and  Didependent  Film 
offices  last  week  . . . Now  that  the  Texas 
National  Guard  is  scheduled  to  move  into 
Brownwood  next  month,  an  enterprising 
theatreman  is  starting  construction  of  a 
new  1,000-seat  house. 


EL  PASO  NOTES: 

Filmrow  Visitors:  Jose  U.  Calderon  and 
son,  Pepe  jr.,  from  Mexico  City,  are  here 
visiting  Ralph  Calderon  of  Azteca  Films 
Distributing  Co.  of  Texas.  His  other  son, 
William,  is  remaining  in  San  Antonio  to 
attend  a business  college  there. 


Irvin  S.  Cobb  was  here  the  forepart 
of  the  month  to  make  a radio  speech 
sponsored  by  the  El  Paso  Willkie  Club. 
Transcriptions  of  his  address  were  made 
by  Station  KROD  and  sent  to  other 
southwestern  stations  upon  request. 


Five  new  Azteca  Films  are  announced 
for  release  in  Texas  this  month.  They 
include  “Mujeres  y Toros,”  “La  Ley  que 
Olvidaron,”  “Charro  Negro,”  “Calumnia” 
and  “Mi  Madrecita.” 


THE  NEW 
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Marlene  Dietrich  to 
"Sinners"  Premiere 

New  Orleans — Marlene  Dietrich,  who  is 
starred  in  the  film,  will  head  a retinue  of 
film  players  from  Hollywood  to  the  world 
premiere  here  on  Thursday  of  Universal's 
"Seven  Sinners"  at  the  Orpheum.  Elabo- 
rate arrangements  are  being  made  for 
the  event  by  a corp  of  Universal  publi- 
cists and  the  theatre  management. 

— - - V 

Bridle-Breakiast  Club 
Holds  Second  Rodeo 


Party  for  Director — 

Fred  Kent,  E.  J.  Sparks  attorney;  Mrs.  Kent;  Garson  Kanin,  RKO  director 
of  ‘‘They  Knew  What  They  Wanted,”  and  Robert  Mochrie,  southern  district 
manager  for  RKO,  at  a party  for  Kanin  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall  in  New 
York. 


A T IL  A I¥  ir  A\ 


^ISITORS  along  the  Row  last  week  were: 

Hugh  Martin  and  E.  D.  Martin,  Mar- 
tin Theatres,  Columbus,  Ga.;  R.  A.  Hughes, 
Francis,  Cummings,  Ga.;  James  Jarrell, 
Roxy,  Commerce,  Ga.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Smith,  Gem,  Barnesville,  Ga.;  Hugh  Man- 
ning, Gem,  Etowah,  Tenn.;  Luke  Stein, 
Stein  Theatres,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Harvey 
Woodward,  Strand,  Winder,  Ga.;  Howard 
Schuessler,  booker  for  Lam  Amusement 
Co.,  Rome,  Ga.;  Edgar  Strange,  Jewell, 
Gordon,  Ga.;  Jim  Stroud,  Circle,  Social 
Circle,  Ga.;  Bill  Yarborough,  Emily,  Hart- 
well, Ga.;  W.  R.  Bowers,  Warrior,  Warrior, 
Ala.;  R.  H.  Dunn,  Camilla,  Camilla,  Ga.; 
Ellison  Dunn,  Olive,  Donaldsonville,  Ga., 
and  Mrs.  Lakeman,  Princess,  Haleyville, 
Ala. 

J.  U.  McCormick,  Amity  Exchange,  is 
making  a busmess  trip  through  South 
Georgia  . . . Sympathy  is  extended  to  E.  E. 


GIVE  YOUR  POPCORN  SALES 
THAT  ADDED  PUNCH! 

With  a Bag  of  Our 

South  American 
Hull-Less  Pop  Corn 
—It  Really  Pops— 

One  bag  or  more,  per  bag,  $4.00 
F.  O,  B.  Warehouse 


CHAS.  E.  DARDEN,  Inc. 


DALLAS 


Write  for  Complete  Price  List 


Whitaker,  district  manager  of  L&J,  in  the 
death  of  his  sister  in  Asheville,  N.  C. 

A.  C.  Bromberg,  president  of  Republic 
Pictures  here,  and  Republic  Pictures  will 
entertain  at  a formal  dinner  at  the 
Georgian  Terrace  preceding  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?”  Some 
of  the  prominent  guests  who  will  attend 
are;  Herbert  Yates,  head  of  Republic  Pic- 
tures; William  Saal,  Republic  publicity  di- 
rector; Judy  Canova,  Walter  Abel,  Jolin 
Hubbard  and  Joyce  Compton,  film  stars. 

Hudson  Edwards,  city  manager  for  L&J, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  was  in  town  last  Saturday 
to  attend  Georgia  Tech-Vanderbilt  foot- 
ball game  . . . Jack  Nelson,  formerly  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  is  now  connected  with 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.,  as  a salesman. 

E.  E.  Whitaker  and  H.  P.  “Dusty” 
Rhodes,  L&J,  will  tour  to  Athens  Friday 
to  attend  the  Georgia-Kentucky  football 
game,  this  being  the  first  night  game  to  be 
played  in  Athens  . . . The  Variety  Club 
entertained  at  a cocktail  party  following 
the  Georgia  Tech-Vanderbilt  game  Satur- 
day evening. 

John  Maugham  jr.,  local  head  of  Mono- 
grain  Pictures,  has  returned  from  a con- 
vention in  New  Orleans  and  Memphis. 

Irma  Lane  has  been  added  to  the  per- 
sonnel of  Universal  Films  . . . Dick  John- 
son, new  booker  for  RKO,  replaces  Ken- 
neth Laird  who  joins  Paramount  in  Miami. 

Grace  Wooley,  secretary  at  Columbia 
Pictures,  is  in  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  for 
treatment  . . . Julia  Gallinger,  bookkeeper 
for  Columbia  Pictures,  is  back  at  work 
after  a four-week  illness. 

The  All  Girls  Bowling  League  from 
Filmrow  got  under  way  October  16.  Bowl- 
ers are  from  Wil-Kin,  Paramount,  Warner 
Bros.,  and  National  Screen. 


WANTED  TO  BUY 
THEATRE  IN  ATLANTA  TERRITORY 

Must  be  reasonable.  Answer  care  of 
BOXOFFICE,  183  Walton  Street,  At- 
lanta, Ga. 


Dallas — Tickets  at  25  cents  each  went 
like  hot  cakes  on  the  Row  for  the  second 
armual  rodeo  staged  Sunday  by  the  Cinema 
Bridle  and  Breakfast  Club  at  White  Rock 
stables.  Film  and  theatre  men  were 
booked  to  compete  in  some  of  the  less 
strenuous  events,  and  it  appeared  as  if  a 
few  “ringers”  were  being  called  in  for  the 
tougher  routine. 

However,  Lynn  Stocker,  an  official  of  R. 
E.  Griffith  Theatres,  was  on  the  card  for 
calf  roping  which  he  formerly  did  on  the 
west  Texas  plains  before  becoming  a sales- 
man for  W.  G.  Underwood  and  Columbia 
and  before  joining  Griffith.  In  the  ama- 
teur competition  R.  E.  Griffith  and  Mrs. 
Griffith  also  were  listed. 

C.  H.  “Buck”  Weaver  is  president  of  the 
club.  All  rodeo  profits  went  to  the  Dallas 
Variety  Club. 


NTS  Equipment  Sales 

Dallas — Equipment  sales  reported  by 
the  local  National  Theatre  Supply  branch 
include;  Mechanisms,  sound,  pedestals, 
magazines  and  conversion  emits  to  the 
Fox,  Waco;  mechanisms,  lamphouses, 
generator,  stands,  magazines,  sound  con- 
version parts,  Rialto,  LaFeria;  carpet, 
Texas,  Houston;  generator,  Robb  & Row- 
ley’s Texas,  Dallas;  cooling  equipment, 
Robb  & Rowley’s  new  Plaza,  San  Angelo; 
transverter,  lamps,  sound,  pedestals. 
Plaza,  San  Angelo. 


» A IIL  IL  A ^ 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
tional  organization.  For  this  reason  furth- 
er details  on  the  coming  Texas  Allied 
conclave  called  for  November  12  and  13 
here  could  not  be  learned,  but  were  ex- 
pected to  be  made  known  on  Cole’s  re- 
turn later  in  the  week. 

Lou  Smith,  head  of  Columbia’s  studio 
department,  was  in  town  on  a brief  visit. 

Alfred  Sack,  of  Sack  Amusement  En- 
terprises, is  back  from  a month’s  stay  in 
the  north  and  east  where  he  forgot  busi- 
ness for  awhile,  fished  some  and  took 
on  a few  extra  pounds. 

John  Erhard,  assistant  U.  S.  district 
attorney,  ivas  honor  guest  and  principal 
speaker  at  Variety’s  luncheon  last  Mon- 
day . . . Jack  Hurst,  of  Abernathy,  and 
Ben  C.  Ray,  of  Petersburg,  were  on  an- 
other joint  booking  trip  to  Filmrow  this 
week. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 

Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-t!66.5 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 
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Margaret  Billingsley  Is 
Arkansas'  Rodeo  Queen 


Oklahoma  City — Queen  of  the  1940 
Rodeo  held  in  connection  with  the  Arkan- 
sas Livestock  Show  in  North  Little  Rock, 
is  Miss  Margaret  Billingsley  of  DeQueen, 
secretary  to  K.  Lee  Williams,  operator  of  a 
theatre  circuit  in  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma. 

In  determining  the  winner,  the  judges 
considered  horsemanship,  equipment,  per- 
sonality and  beauty.  Besides  the  title. 
Miss  Billingsley  received  a six-year-old 
three-gaited  horse  with  a saddle  and  bridle 
from  the  producer  of  the  Rodeo. 

Next  month  the  21 -year-old  queen  will 
attend  the  All-American  Rodeo  at  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.,  as  Arkansas’  representative. 
The  winner  of  that  event  will  get  a free 
trip  to  Hollywood  and  a screen  test. 


Dorsey  Sells  Out 

Lindale,  Tex. — J.  T.  Dorsey,  who  opened 
the  Linda  here  last  year,  has  sold  out  to 
C.  J.  Sikes,  who  is  now  in  charge. 


Only  College  Student  Ushers 

Birmingham — Only  college  students  are 
used  as  ushers  at  the  Ritz  here,  according 
to  Bill  Coury,  manager. 

; Wrecking  Empress  ; 

VI  ■ 

Oklahoma  City — With  every  blow  of 
the  wrecker’s  ax,  a center  of  Oklahoma 
City  amusement  in  bygone  years  is  pass- 
ing deeper  into  oblivion. 

The  old  Empress  at  111  West  Main,  the 
city’s  first  exclusive  motion  picture  house, 
is  no  more.  In  the  place  of  the  rickety 
old  theatre  will  rise  a two-story  brick 
commercial  building. 

For  more  than  five  years  the  theatre 
has  been  unused,  its  vacant,  empty  ap- 
pearance an  annoyance  to  the  young  peo- 
ple, a pleasant  reminder  to  the  old- 
timers. 

It  was  built  in  1910.  Two  years  later 
it  blazed  forth  with  an  advertising  cal- 
endar which  proclaimed,  “The  Empress 
Theatre,  the  family  theatre  and  the  only 
theatre  with  an  organ.” 

That  organ  is  really  a story  in  itself. 
A.  L.  Smith,  acting  assistant  treasurer  of 
Standard  operating  company,  said  it  was 
one  of  the  first  installed  in  a small  the- 
atre in  the  coimtry.  Gradually  it  has 
been  dismembered  and  the  company  gave 
what  parts  remained  when  the  wrecking 
crew  went  to  work,  to  a tabernacle  here. 

When  the  Empress  opened,  it  seated 
1,100  people  and  it  looked  like  tops  to 
the  Oklahoma  City  of  1910.  What’s  more 
the  organ  identified  it  as  definitely  high 
class. 

Peter  and  John  Sinopoulo,  through  whose 
firm.  Midwest  Enterprises,  Inc.,  the  old 
building  was  leased  in  1930  to  Warner 
Brothers  Theatres,  think  the  Empress  was 
the  first  full-size  theatre  in  Oklahoma 
City.  They  said  this  week  other  band- 
box  affairs,  with  25-foot  fronts,  may  have 
preceded  it. 

The  property  belonged  to  the  late  Kee 
R.  McKee  and  parties  in  Ardmore,  Okla. 
It  was  leased  to  Warner  Bros,  whose  thea- 
tres are  operated  here  by  Standard  Thea- 
tres Corp.  The  lease  still  has  several  years 
to  run,  according  to  Smith. 

Charles  H.  Moreau  is  the  contractor  for 
Warner  Bros,  in  the  remodeling  program 
which  will  provide  commercial  space  in  a 
two-story  brick  building  at  the  theatre’s 
old  site.  He  said  he  hoped  to  have  the 
building  ready  by  January  1. 


OKIILAIIHIOMA  CIIITY 


gEVERLY  BARNETT,  personal  repre- 
sentative  for  Gene  Autry,  stopped  here 
on  the  way  back  to  the  west  coast  and  re- 
ported that  Autry’s  presence  on  the  pro- 
gram at  Madison  Square  Garden  in  New 
York  at  the  championship  rodeo,  boosted 
receipts  there  40  per  cent  above  last  year 
and  they  are  already  dickering  with  Autry 
for  next  year.  Autry  was  added  to  the 
rodeo  to  inject  some  sex  appeal  and  to 
woo  the  women  . . . Robert  Mochrie,  east- 
ern and  southern  division  manager  for 
RKO,  was  expected  at  the  local  exchange 
this  week  on  business  . . . T.  B.  Noble  jr., 
president  of  State  Theatres,  Inc.,  observed 
a birthday  October  16  and  traded  his  old 
bus  for  a LaSalle  sedan  before  taking  off 
for  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  where  he  will 
return  to  his  duties  as  Westland  Theatres 
general  manager.  Mrs.  Noble  was  worn 
out  from  the  trip  down  here  and  rested  in 
an  Oklahoma  City  Hospital  for  several 
days.  She  will  return  to  Colorado  Springs 
by  train. 

Filmrow  Visitors:  Jess  Cooper,  Okla, 
Antlers;  Mrs.  Bertha  Barrett,  Ritz,  Madill; 
C.  S.  McDowell,  Max,  Cherokee,  Okla.,  and 
Ritz,  Caldwell,  Kas.;  Fid  Norton,  Empress, 
Shattuck;  Ben  Terry,  Woodward,  Wood- 
ward, who  brought  his  son  with  him  for  an 
eye  examination;  Earl  Barrett,  Arcadia, 
Maud,  was  in  town  Friday  and  then  left 
for  Fort  Bliss,  Tex.,  where  he  will  be  en- 
gaged in  a year’s  military  service  in  re- 
serve officers’  work;  Glenn  Smith,  Ritz, 
Sallisaw;  Waite  Kerr,  Platte,  Sulphur; 
Frank  Deal,  Deal,  Wyimewood;  J.  D.  Lan- 
kister.  Majestic,  Allen;  Cecil  Davis,  Coro- 
nado, Putnam  City,  who  conferred  with 
Jake  Watkins,  National  Theatre  Supply 
manager,  about  a deer  shooting  trip  later 
this  fall. 

And  from  out-of-state  came  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Adams,  Avalon-Lone  Star,  Mc- 
Clean,  Tex.;  Mrs.  Pearl  Dooley,  Dooley, 
Purcell,  who  is  reported  to  have  sold  her 
house  to  Levi  Metcalf  of  Purcell  who  oper- 
ates two  other  houses  there;  Ray  Rector, 
Columbia,  Anadarko;  Lee  Guthrie,  Whee- 
ler, Tex.,  and  his  brother,  Lamar,  Erick, 
Okla.,  who  operate  six  Rogue  theatres  in 
Texas  and  Oklahoma;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Sides, 
Ritz,  Talihina;  W.  O.  Kemp,  Victory,  Po- 
teau;  Vance  Terry,  Woodward,  Woodward; 
C.  E.  Allison,  Home,  Rush  Springs,  and 
Pete  Crown,  Crown  theatres,  Pampa  and 
Borger,  Tex. 

Mrs.  Robert  William  Duden,  24  years 
old,  who  before  her  marriage  was  Miss 
Beverly  Talbot,  daughter  of  Ralph  Talbot, 
head  of  Ralph  Talbot  Theatres  of  Tulsa, 
died  recently  in  a Tulsa  hospital  following 
the  birth  of  a daughter,  Beverly  Diane 
Duden.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband  and 
the  infant  daughter,  a sister.  Miss  Billie 
Talbot,  and  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  Talbot.  Mrs.  Duden  was  a graduate 
of  Monte  Cassino  School  and  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Tulsa.  She  also  attended  St. 
Mary  of  the  Woods  and  Oklahoma  A.  & 
M.  College  at  Stillwater.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  Tulsa.  Ward  Scott,  district 
manager  from  Kansas  City,  and  Charles 
Clark,  local  exchange  manager,  both  with 
20th-Fox,  and  William  Zollner,  local 
M-G-M  manager,  were  among  theatre 
men  who  attended  the  funeral. 

Joe  Cooper,  head  of  Joe  Cooper  Enter- 
prises, which  company  has  an  operating 
agreement  with  Warner  Bros.  Theatres 


here  for  operation  of  Standard  Theatres 
Corp.,  is  in  town.  Film  circle  observers  ex- 
pect his  presence  here  to  result  in  reopen- 
ing of  the  remodeled  Folly  Theatre  here 
which  has  been  closed  for  some  weeks.  Two 
doors  west  of  the  Folly  the  Rialto,  15- 
cent  double-bill  grind  operated  by  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  for  many  years,  closed 
October  16  due  to  inability  of  the  owner  of 
the  house  and  the  circuit  to  agree  on 
terms  of  a new  lease. 

This  column  nominates  Rudolph  Smith, 
operator  of  the  Royal  at  Mountain  View, 
for  an  award  of  merit  for  an  idea  in  one- 
man  operation  of  a theatre.  Smith  closes 
the  boxoffice  every  evening  at  9 p.  m.  and 
allows  his  cashier  to  go  home.  Anyone 
coming  to  the  theatre  after  that  hour  is 
admitted  to  the  house  in  the  following 
manner;  The  patron  walks  into  the  lobby 
and  knoeks  on  a glass  door.  Smith  or  per- 
haps his  operator  in  the  booth  upstairs 
hears  the  patroji’s  knock  and  lowers  from 
a booth  wmdow  a clothes  pin  on  the  end 
of  a string.  The  patron  pinches  his  admis- 
sion money  in  the  clothes  pin  and  the 
string  and  clothes  pin  is  pulled  back  up 
mto  the  booth  and  the  patron  passes  on  in. 

Interesting  statistics  locally  are  the  fact 
that  four  Griffith-Southwestern  theatres 
at  the  corners  of  South  Robinson  and 
Reno  Avenues  use  a total  of  22  feature 
pictures  a week  for  a total  1,144  features 
a year. 


QUALITY  DOESN’T 
HAVE  TO  SPEAK 

for  itself — Not  When  Hundreds  of 
Exhibitors  in  This  Territory  Will 
Tell  You  About 


SOUTH  AMERICAN  CORN 


and 


FLAV-O-NUT  SEASONING 


New  Low  Prices 


RUBE  MELCHER 

POPPERS  SUPPLY  CO. 

GR  0672  1717  Wyandotte 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

1026  SANTA  FE  BLDG.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  Texas 
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Another  pleasant  call  is  made  on  H.  E. 
Jackson  at  the  Isis  in  West  Asheville;  ditto 
with  Roy  Gibbs  at  the  Paramount. 

We  clip  into  Canton,  another  Bamford 
stronghold.  Here  we  renew  acquaintance 
with  Dewey  Banning  at  the  Colonial,  while 
at  the  Strand  Gilbert  Briggs  of  Asheville 
is  pinch-hitting  for  Manager  Bill  Keith, 
on  vacation. 

Piloting  perilously  over  Pisgah  path- 
ways, we  wheel  into  Waynesville.  Here  our 
old  friend,  J.  E.  Massie,  of  the  Park  Thea- 
tre, one  of  the  three  in  the  United  States 
constructed  with  a “down  ramp”  orches- 
tra section  (the  theatre  that  is),  has  blos- 
somed forth  as  a circuit  owner.  “J.  E.,”  in 
addition  to  his  Waynesville  holdings,  now 
has  the  Bryson  at  Bryson  City;  the  Lyric 
at  nearby  Sylva  and  the  Gatlinburg  at 
Gatlinburg,  Tenn.,  a recent  acquisition. 
Massie  showed  us  a unique  monthly  pro- 
gram which  he  distributes  in  each  of  his 
towns.  He  purchases,  in  quantities,  tinted 
signed  photographs  of  various  stars,  then 
prints  his  program  on  the  back.  Linda 
Darnell  is  the  subject  for  November,  and 
received  a tremendous  play.  The  pro- 
grams are  preserved,  Mr,  Massie  says,  for 
home  decorations. 

Merry  Mountain  Mutterings 

As  we  beat  it  to  Bryson  City,  we  find 
an  opposition  house,  the  Pi’yemont,  has 
been  opened  within  the  past  few  weeks 
by  the  Frye  interests,  which  also  operate 
the  famous  Fryemont  Inn,  perched  atop 
a high  mountain  hereabouts.  C.  M.  Steppe 
is  manager.  Reserved  for  another  time 


is  a visit  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Talley,  in 
charge  of  the  Burgin  Bros,  circuit,  at 
Andrews,  Robbinsville,  Murphy  and  Hayes- 
ville.  At  Waynesville  headquarters,  both 
the  Burgin  boys  were  out  of  town  when 
we  called. 

We  hie  to  Hendersonville,  a Kincey-Bu- 
chanan  stronghold.  Work  has  just  started 
on  the  new  Carolina  Theatre  here,  says 
Manager  C.  E.  White,  who  is  operating 
temporarily  in  the  city  auditorium  since 
the  fire  that  destroyed  the  original  house. 
The  State  here  is  captained  by  Fred  Reid, 
with  whom  we  “talked  turkey”  through 
the  telephone.  Then  we  trotted  to  Tryon, 
where  C.  W.  Nessmith  and  associates  have 
erected  the  new  Tryon  Theatre,  a credit 
to  a much  larger  town. 

Streamlined  to  perfection  is  the  new 
State  Theatre  in  Shelby,  where  we  spent 
some  time  with  the  owner,  Jim  Reynolds. 
This  house  seats  about  600,  but  looks  much 
larger,  as  it  is  built  on  the  one-floor  sta- 
dium plan.  Reynolds  will  celebrate  his 
first  birthday  in  the  swanky  State  this 
week.  We  bump  to  Bessemer  City  and 
chat  with  E.  L.  Carroll  of  the  Roxie;  gal- 
loping to  Gastonia,  we  mingle  with  Mc- 
Elroy,  whose  initials  are  R,  S,,  and  he’s 
Watt  Parker’s  manager  at  the  State.  Bust- 
ling to  Belmont,  we  wangle  about  with 
E.  E.  Wade  of  the  Iris  and  Gem,  who  tells 
us  about  his  new  house  for  colored  at 
Orangeburg,  S.  C.  At  the  latter  point  E. 
R.  Covington  is  in  charge. 

From  Charlotte  comes  word  that  Ed 
Heller’s  new  Producers’  exchange  will  open 
approximately  November  1,  or  as  soon  after 


Harry  K.  Lucas  Part 
Of  Trade  33  Years 


Charlotte — First  50  years  of  this  busi- 
ness are  always  the  hardest,  goes  the 
maxim.  If  that’s  so,  Harry  K.  Lucas,  vet- 
eran supply  man  and  exhibitor,  has  only 
17  to  get  over  the  hump,  for  he  recently 
celebrated  his  33rd  year  in  the  game. 

Lucas,  who  a few  weeks  ago  sold  his 
Charlotte  Theatre,  which  he  opened  in 
1925,  to  Tom  Little,  now  will  devote  his  en- 
tire attention  to  his  air  purifier,  Kozona. 
Offices  at  125  West  Tracie  St.  have  been 
refurnished  and  enlarged  and,  Lucas  says, 
the  new  1941  model  Kozona  panel  instru- 
ment will  get  vigorous  representation  in 
all  of  the  48  states,  through  an  increased 
sales  personnel. 


that  date  that  Ike  Katz  can  find  time 
to  come  over  from  a busy  office  in  At- 
lanta . . . “Better  Business,”  the  Tarheel 
slogan  in  every  area  visited  . . . “Strike 
Up  the  Band”  viewed  at  the  Plaza 
Theatre  in  Asheville,  achieved  something 
that  is  every  producer’s  dream.  That  is, 
hearty  outbursts  over  Judy’s  and  Mickey’s 
wisecracks  drowned  out  a portion  of  the 
succeeding  dialogue  . . , Membership  of  the 
Theatre  Owners  of  N,  and  S.  Carolina 
showing  a marked  increase  over  previous 
years,  A lot  of  the  credit  to  Pauline  Grif- 
fith, veteran  secretary  . , , Overheard  at  the 
Rendezvous:  Boasting  exchange  manager: 
“Yes,  I still  get  $125  per.”  Dubious  ex- 
hibitor: “Huh,  I didn’t  know  exchanges 
paid  by  the  month.” 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 


Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre 


President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres.  Inc. 


Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.5U 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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Heclic  Premiere  Days 
Now  Regina  History 


By  BRUCE  PEACOCK 

Regina,  Sask. — This  city  is  getting  back 
to  normal  again  after  three  of  the  most 
hectic  days  it  has  ever  had,  culminating 
in  the  world  debut  at  four  of  its  five  thea- 
tres of  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  Technicolor  pro- 
duction “North  West  Mounted  Police.”  It 
was  Canada’s  first  world  premiere. 

Regina  surprised  everybody  by  doing 
everything  in  its  power  to  put  the  big  event 
over  with  a bang  and  to  show  its  guests 
from  Hollywood — William  H.  Pine,  assist- 
ant producer  of  the  picture,  Madeleine 
Carroll,  Robert  Preston,  Preston  Foster 
and  Lynne  Overman — that  when  it  said 
“welcome”  it  meant  just  that. 

Prom  the  time  that  the  Hollywood 
group  arrived  in  Regina  on  the  morning  of 
October  19  until  it  left  in  the  early  hours 
of  October  22  there  wasn’t  a dull  moment. 

The  stars  said  it  was  the  greatest  recep- 
tion they  had  ever  encountered. 

Round  of  Visits 

Flanked  by  a Mounted  Police  escort  dur- 
ing their  entire  stay  in  the  city,  the  group 
went  about  their  heavy  program  of  recep- 
tions, visits  to  historic  spots  and  radio 
broadcasts,  mobbed  by  thousands  of  well- 
wishers  who  broke  through  police  lines  at 
every  stop. 

Program  for  the  three  days  included  an 
unofficial  introduction  to  members  of  the 
board  of  trade  with  their  wives  and  civic 
and  governmental  dignitaries,  an  official 
welcome  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Regina  by 
Mayor  James  Grassick,  a visit  to  the  Royal 
Canadian  Air  Force  Training  School 
where,  incidentally  the  stars  met  Colin 
Tapley,  now  with  the  RCAF,  who  plays  a 
bit  part  in  “NWMP,”  a buffet  luncheon  at 
the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  bar- 
racks, christening  of  Regina’s  new  airport 
by  Madeleine  Carroll,  a Sunday  morning 
church  service  at  the  RCMP  barracks,  a 
tea  at  Government  House,  home  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor A.  P.  McNab  and  Mrs. 
McNab,  a visit  to  the  Parliament  Build- 
ings where  the  male  stars,  Bill  Pine  and 
George  Fraser,  Paramount  publicity  man, 
were  made  game  guardians  of  Saskatche- 
wan, a parade,  a broadcast  from  CKCK  to 
the  network  of  the  Canadian  Broadcast- 
ing Corporation,  personal  appearances  at 
the  Capitol,  Met,  Grand  and  Rex  theatres 
on  the  night  of  the  premiere  and  a per- 
sonal appearance  at  the  Gala  Premiere 
Ball  held  in  the  Armory  after  the  picture’s 
debut. 

Proceeds  to  Red  Cross 

In  the  absence  of  Larry  M.  Graburn,  in 
bed  with  the  ’flu,  Frank  Kershaw,  Cal- 
gary district  manager  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corporation,  introduced  the 
celebrities  during  the  first  two  days.  Gra- 
burn is  manager  of  the  Capitol. 

Parade  on  the  afternoon  of  the  premiere 
day  attracted  crowds  comparable  to  those 
in  attendance  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of 
the  King  and  Queen  last  year  and  included 
members  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force, 
Mounted  Police,  Indians  and  the  stars. 

Town  took  on  a frontier  atmosphere  for 
the  event  with  stores  boasting  log  fronts, 
theatres  made  over  to  resemble  log  forts 
and  an  Indian  encampment  housing  100 
Indians  pitched  in  the  heart  of  the  busi- 
ness district. 

Proceeds  of  the  four-theatre  premiere 
totaling  $3,896,  were  turned  over  to  the 
RCMP  at  the  Capitol  Theatre  by  Miss  Car- 
roll  on  behalf  of  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.,  the  RCMP  in  turn  passing  the 
receipts  over  to  the  Canadian  Red  Cross. 


(I  

$21,000  for  Red  Cross 
From  Toronto  Trade 

Toronto — The  film  industry  in  Toronto 
ran  up  an  excellent  score  in  connection 
with  the  recent  financial  drive  for  the 
Canadian  Red  Cross  under  the  direction 
of  Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  president  of  the 
Society  in  Ontario. 

Local  exchanges  and  theatres  con- 
tributed more  than  $21,000  to  the  fund, 
the  top  donation  being  a personal  gift  of 
$7,500  from  President  N.  L.  Nathanson  of 
Famous  Players.  A similar  contribution 
was  made  by  the  chain  through  its  thea- 
tres in  various  parts  of  the  Dominion. 

Among  the  larger  donations  were  those 
from  Warner  Bros.,  Columbia,  Regal, 
20th  Century-Fox,  and  Empire-Universal 
exchanges,  B&F  Theatres,  Ltd.,  and 
Loew's  Toronto,  each  of  whom  con- 
tributed $500. 

-7 

Open  Earlier  in  London 
Because  of  Air  Raids 

London — Cinemas  here  inaugurated  a 
new  schedule  of  earlier  openings  on  Octo- 
ber 17  to  increase  the  amount  of  enter- 
tainment offered  without  exposing  people 
unnecessarily  to  night  air  raid  dangers. 
The  theatres  will  be  open  from  10:30  a.  m. 
to  9 p.  m.  on  weekdays  and  1:30  to  7 p.  m. 
Sundays,  advancing  the  show  periods  from 
three  to  seven  hours. 


Edna  May  Oliver  Set 

Hollywood — Edna  May  Oliver  has  been 
ticketed  for  a comedy  topline  in  RKO’s 
“Blood  Will  Tell.”  David  Butler  will  pro- 
duce and  direct. 


Autry  to  Appear  at 
Pioneers'  Rodeo 


Toronto — Pinal  preparations  are  in  the 
making  for  the  rodeo  of  the  Canadian  Pic- 
ture Pioneers  in  which  the  featured  per- 
former will  be  Gene  Autry  who  is  coming 
from  Madison  Square  Garden,  New  York, 
with  his  string  of  horses,  to  make  personal 
appearances  without  charge. 

The  patriotic  engagement  in  the  To- 
ronto Coliseum  has  been  expanded  from 
two  to  three  days,  the  new  dates  being 
Thursday  to  Saturday,  November  14-15-16. 
Officers  of  the  Pioneers  have  also  arranged 
to  turn  over  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  big 
event  to  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Fund  for  the 
relief  of  bomb  victims  in  London,  England. 

The  program  will  be  similar  to  that 
which  has  been  presented  in  Madison 
Square  Garden  but  it  is  expected  that  it 
will  have  a semi-military  flavor.  Many 
troops  are  training  in  barracks  in  build- 
ings adjacent  to  the  Toronto  Coliseum. 

The  patriotic  rodeo  was  first  suggested 
by  O.  R.  Hanson,  president  of  Empire- 
Universal  Films,  which  handles  Republic 
product  in  Canada,  and  it  was  readily 
taken  up  by  the  Pioneers  headed  by  Clair 
Hague,  Canadian  Universal  representative, 
who  has  turned  over  his  office  to  the  work 
of  organization.  Charles  Mavety,  presi- 
dent of  the  film  delivery  service  in  On- 
tario and  owner  of  Circle  M.  Ranch  at 
Kleinberg,  Ont.,  is  in  charge  of  arrange- 
ments for  the  handling  and  quartering  of 
the  horses  during  the  time  of  the  rodeo. 


Hosts  Naval  Volunteers 

London,  Ont.- — Manager  Tom  McKnight 
of  the  Patricia  had  officers  and  men  of 
the  Royal  Canadian  Naval  Volunteers  Re- 
serve as  guests  of  his  house  at  a screen- 
ing of  “Convoy.” 


A Prelude  to  a World  Premiere — 

Impressive  was  the  unveiling  of  the  above  scene  stills  just  before  the  world 
premiere  of  ‘‘North  West  Mounted  Police”  at  the  Capitol,  Metropolitan,  Rex 
and  Grand  theatres  in  Regina.  The  display,  appearing  in  a leading  depart- 
ment store  window,  was  arranged  by  Larry  Graburn,  manager  of  the  Capitol. 
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^HE  current  year  marks  a turn  to  the 

widest  use  yet  made  in  Canada  of  thea- 
tre screens  for  enlistment  of  public  sup- 
port for  community  welfare  services.  The- 
atres from  coast  to  coast  will  this  fall 
show  trailers  seeking  the  support  of  com- 
munity chests  in  all  centers  where  or- 
ganized charity  services  function.  Asso- 
ciated Screen  Studios  have  just  completed 
trailers  for  Canada-wide  distribution,  pro- 
duced at  the  direction  of  the  Canadian 
Welfare  Council,  Ottawa,  the  national  body 
which  co-relates  the  work  of  all  commun- 
ity welfare  organizations. 

Gordon  Sparlmg,  production  manager  for 
Associated  Screen  Studios,  was  a recent 
visitor  in  New  York  on  business  for  the 
company — Harvey  Bassett,  manager  of 
ASN  still  department,  is  on  vacation — Jack 
Chisholm,  of  ASN  Toronto  office,  is  in 
Montreal  completing  recordings  for  three 
industrial  pictures — W.  J.  Singleton,  ASN 
sales  manager,  has  returned  from  a visit 
to  Quebec  City. 

Members  of  the  Canadian  Progress  Club 
took  a half-hour  trip  to  the  Pacific  coast 
when  shown  the  Ti’ans-Canada  Air  Lines 
film.  “The  Swift  Family  Robinson,”  which 
was  introduced  by  John  J.  Robinson,  traf- 
fic representative  . . . Passing  a British 
cinema  when  a bomb  hit  it  and  started 
a fire,  a Canadian  soldier  climbed  atop 
an  advertising  sign  and  unconcernedly 
played  water  on  the  blazing  roof  through 
a hose  until  regular  firemen  reached  the 
scene.  The  crowd  gave  him  a cheer. 

“Britain  at  Bay”  is  the  title  of  the  next 
release  from  the  National  Film  Board  in 
the  “Canada  Carries  On”  series.  Filmed 
recently  in  England,  it  depicts  scenes  in 
a country  whose  courage  has  won  the  ad- 
miration of  the  free  peoples  of  the  world. 
It  carries  a special  message  by  J.  B. 
Priestley,  author  of  “The  Good  Compan- 
ions” and  other  novels,  and  popular  radio 
commentator.  Associated  Screen  Studio’s 
technical  staff  at  the  Montreal  labora- 
tories have  completed  both  English  and 
French  versions  for  Canadian  release.  In 


^[ADELEINE  CARROLL  stopped  over  in 
Vancouver  on  her  way  to  the  premiere 
of  “North  West  Mounted  Police”  at  Re- 
gina. Larry  Bearg,  accompanied  by  many 
of  the  local  Famous  Players  theatre  man- 
agers, met  her  at  the  station  where  a 
somewhat  formal  reception  was  planned; 
but  a crowd  of  curious  citizens  so  hemmed 
in  the  principals  that  arrangements 
went  by  the  board  and  Miss  Carroll  was 
lucky  to  get  away  with  her  clothing  in- 
tact. She  appeared  at  some  of  the  thea- 
tres in  aid  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Levi  Graham  was  here  supervising  the 
loading  of  a large  part  of  the  equipment 
for  his  new  theatre,  the  Wells,  now  in 
the  final  stages  of  completion  at  Wells, 
B.  C.  October  31  is  set  as  the  opening 
date  with  “It’s  a Date”  on  the  screen. 
From  all  accounts,  the  Wells  will  afford 
the  residents  of  that  mining  district  an 
opportunity  to  enjoy  motion  pictures  un- 
der most  favorable  conditions. 

Bill  Brown  has  promised  the  patrons  of 
the  Lux  the  very  last  word  in  sight  and 
sound,  and  some  are  wondering  if  pic- 


French  the  film  is  titled  “Le  Lion  Bri- 
tannique.” 

Arthur  Wimperis,  British  playwright, 
Hollywood-bound,  was  one  of  six  survivors 
out  of  32  in  a lifeboat  after  the  torpedo- 
ing of  the  City  of  Benares,  and  bewails 
the  loss  of  a collection  of  manuscripts 
which  he  intended  publishing  in  New  York. 
Arrived  in  Montreal,  he  told  a harrowing 
tale  of  hardship  relieved  by  heroism  dur- 
ing the  20  hours  afloat  in  the  lifeboat 
prior  to  rescue.  Of  20  children  in  the 
boat  only  two  are  alive.  The  four  adult 
survivors  have  a date  to  meet  yearly. 
During  recent  years  Wimperis  has  been 
associated  with  Alexander  Korda.  He  was 
the  writer  of  the  dialogue  in  “The  Pri- 
vate Life  of  Henry  VIII.” 

Joh7i  Grierson,  Canadian  government 
film  commissioner,  is  scheduled  to  open 
the  1940-41  season  of  the  People’s  forum 
in  Montreal  High  School  auditorium,  by 
showing  and  discussing  “Films  of  Fact.” 

As  a mark  of  respect,  Orpheum  and 
Mayfair  theatres  remained  closed  until  4 
p.  m.  on  the  day  of  the  funeral  of  their 
late  managing  director,  Joseph  Lightstone 
. . . Electrolux  Corp.  advised  Montreal 
Stock  Exchange  of  declaration  of  a divi- 
dend of  25  cents  a share,  payable  Novem- 
ber 15  to  shareholders  of  record  Octo- 
ber 17. 

French -Canadian  fans  were  doubly  glad 
they  live  under  the  British  flag  when  it 
became  known  here  that  the  Germans 
have  threatened  to  close  every  cinema  in 
Paris  if  patrons  show  signs  of  reviving 
French  patriotism  or  applaud  pictures 
showing  the  Royal  Air  Force  or  scenes  of 
destruction  in  Germany.  Strangely  enough 
these  scenes  which  Parisians  applauded 
were  shown  in  the  official  German  news- 
reel. The  Nazis  said  they  considered  the 
applause  a sign  of  hostility  and  warned 
that  even  a single  burst  of  applause  on 
such  occasions  would  be  the  signal  for 
the  closing  of  every  motion  picture  theatre 
in  Paris. 


tures  with  that  extra  dimension  are  to  be 
introduced  on  Hastings  Street  instead  of 
in  the  central  theatre  district.  Interest  is 
added  by  the  absence  of  Bill’s  partner, 
F.  G.  E.  Stevens,  who  is  away  on  an  im- 
portant errand. 

The  report  that  Harold  Warren  had  left 
the  hospital  was  premature,  as  it  is  now 
said  he  will  remain  in  the  Port  Alberni 
institution  for  some  time  yet  . . . Charles 
Ramage,  Regal  Films,  lost  his  son  last 
week. 

Autumn  rains,  exceptional  bookings  and 
concentration  of  more  troops  here,  en- 
courage exhibitors  to  anticipate  increased 
boxoffice  receipts  this  fall. 


Binyon  on  "Doctor's  Husband" 

Hollywood — Claude  Binyon  is  script- 
ing “The  Doctor’s  Husband,”  a story  by 
Dalton  Trumbo  which  Wesley  Ruggles  will 
produce  and  direct  for  Columbia. 


Dealh  of  Lightstone 
Shock  to  Montreal 


Montreal — Theatrical  circles  in  Mon- 
treal were  profoundly  shocked  at  the  sud- 
den death  of  Joseph  Lightstone,  manager 
of  the  Orpheum  and  head  of  Variety 
Amusements  which  operates  both  the  Or- 
pheum and  the  Mayfair  theatres  here. 
Lightstone,  who  was  51  years  of  age,  died 
of  a heart  attack  in  his  hotel  suite  just 
as  he  was  about  to  leave  for  his  theatre 
office. 

Lightstone  was  one  of  the  best  known 
theatre  men  in  Montreal.  He  entered  the 
business  comparatively  late  in  life.  In 
1927  he  quit  the  tobacco  industry  and 
joined  Consolidated  Theatres  as  manager 
of  a chain  of  three  theatres  in  Sherbrooke. 
Shortly  afterwards,  he  was  transferred  to 
Toronto  where  he  managed  a stock  com- 
pany with  considerable  success  at  the  Vic- 
toria. 

In  1929,  Lightstone  came  to  Montreal  as 
managing  director  of  the  Princess  for  Con- 
solidated. This  was  when  the  Princess,  af- 
ter many  years  as  a legitimate  theatre, 
turned  to  motion  pictures  and  joined  the 
first-run  downtown  houses  here. 

Lightstone,  a governor  of  Jewish  General 
Hospital,  was  well  known  for  his  charit- 
able activities.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
the  former  Blanche  Alice  Thomas,  and  a 
son,  Owen.  Other  survivors  include  his 
father,  Michael  Lightstone;  six  brothers. 
Dr.  Herbert  Lightstone,  director-general  of 
the  Ministry  of  Pensions  in  London,  Eng- 
land; Lionel  of  Vancouver,  Gordon  of  To- 
ronto, Albert  of  New  York,  and  Harry  and 
Robert,  both  of  Montreal;  two  sisters, 
Pauline  Donalda,  the  distinguished  Cana- 
dian prima  donna,  and  May  Lightstone, 
both  of  Montreal. 

The  funeral  was  held  October  18  with 
interment  in  the  Temple  Emanu-El  divis- 
ion of  the  Mount  Royal  Cemetery. 


Rumiord  Bros,  Reopen 
Kineto  in  Forest 

Toronto — Rumford  Bros,  have  reopened 
their  Kineto  in  Forest,  Ont.,  which  had 
been  closed  for  some  weeks  for  extensive 
alterations. 

The  Allen  circuit  has  started  construc- 
tion on  a new  theatre  at  PaiTy  Sound, 
Ont.,  where  a war  boom  is  in  progress  be- 
cause of  revived  industrial  activities.  The 
present  house  there,  the  Royal  seating  less 
than  300,  had  been  quite  sufficient  in  the 
past  decade  but  the  sudden  expansion, 
with  workers  living  in  tents  and  what- 
have-you,  has  brought  a demand  for  a 
larger  theatre.  The  new  cinema  will  seat 
800  and  will  be  completed  at  a cost  of 
$70,000. 

Dowbiggin  s Resignation 
Brings  About  Shifts 

Montreal — Following  on  the  resignation 
of  Leslie  Dowbiggin,  manager  of  the  Capi- 
tol, who  has  joined  the  military  forces, 
George  Rotsky,  J.P.,  general  manager  of 
Consolidated  'Theatres,  Ltd.,  armounces 
these  personnel  changes; 

Paul  Guenette,  assistant  manager  at 
Loew’s,  appointed  manager  at  the  Capi- 
tol; Nelson  Murphy,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Imperial,  appointed  assistant  at 
Loew’s;  Alf  Goulet,  assistant  manager  at 
His  Majesty’s,  appointed  assistant  at  the 
Imperial. 
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Soldiers  in  Training 
Need  Entertainment 


Toronto — The  opening  of  army  camps 
throughout  the  Dominion,  apart  from 
those  which  have  been  in  existence  for 
years  for  military  training  on  a permanent 
basis,  has  brought  a sudden  demand  for 
entertainment  services  from  the  Navy, 
Army  and  Air  Force  Films  Committee  of 
which  the  president  is  N.  L.  Nathanson, 
president  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  and  Col.  John  A.  Cooper  is  secre- 
tary. 

The  new  military  facilities  comprise  no 
less  than  39  barracks  for  conscripted 
youths  under  the  new  Compulsory  Ser- 
vice Act,  with  accommodations  at  each 
camp  for  upwards  of  1,000  soldiers.  The 
NAAF  Committee  was  asked  to  install  film 
projection  equipment  in  each  of  the  39 
camps  when  they  were  opened  by  the  gov- 
ernment a few  days  ago.  This  work  was 
quickly  carried  out  with  the  result  that 
when  the  21-year-old  class  was  called  to 
the  colors,  to  the  number  of  practically 
30,000,  the  camp  theatres  were  ready  for 
them.  These  camps  will  be  operated  con- 
tinuously, with  the  next  class  scheduled 
to  be  called  in  November  and  other  groups 
at  monthly  intervals,  the  period  of  train- 
ing for  each  man  being  30  days  each  year. 

Has  Official  Status 

The  NAAF  Committee,  which  was  volun- 
tarily organized  as  a war  service  commit- 
tee, has  been  given  official  status  under 
’the  authority  of  Canada’s  war  office,  the 
Department  of  National  Defense.  The 
group  started  out  to  provide  film  enter- 
tainment for  the  Canadian  Active  Service 
Force,  the  overseas  organization  of  the 
Canadian  Army,  and  this  was  done  in  the 
30  camps  in  which  the  Overseas  Troops  re- 
ceive their  training.  Then  the  committee 
was  asked  to  look  after  no  less  than  39 
more  training  centers. 

Actively  associated  with  the  committee 
are  Associated  Screen  News,  Sovereign 
Film  Distributors,  and  General  Films.  They 
look  after  installations  and  film  booking 
arrangements. 

Cooperating  organizations  include  the 
Salvation  Army,  Canadian  Legion  of  the 
Empire  Service  League,  National  War  Ser- 
vice Council  of  the  YMCA  and  the  Knights 
of  Columbus. 

This  war  work  of  the  Canadian  film  in- 
dustry is  in  addition  to  the  program  which 
is  being  carried  out  by  the  National  War 
Services  Committee  of  the  Canadian  Pic- 
ture Pioneers  and  by  the  Red  Cross  Com- 
mittees of  the  theatres  and  exchanges,  as 
well  as  personal  and  financial  support  by 
company  executives  and  other  employes 
for  war  refugees  and  other  war  charity 
features. 


Warner  Will  Distribute 
"London  Can  Take  It" 

London — “London  Can  Take  It,”  a short 
subject  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Infor- 
niatiop,  will  be  distributed  by  Warner  Bros, 
in  the  United  States,  Canada  and  Latin 
America.  Quentin  Reynolds,  Collier’s  war 
correspondent,  supplies  the  narration. 


Monogram  Signs  Fellows 
Hollywood  — Monogram  has  signed 
Edith  Fellows  for  the  title  role  in  “Her 
Father’s  Daughter.”  It  will  be  her  first 
singing  chore. 


^HE  sympathy  of  all  exchange  executives 

and  theatre  officials  in  Toronto  has 
been  extended  to  Gordon  Lightstone,  gen- 
eral sales  manager  of  Regal  Films,  Ltd., 
Toronto,  in  the  death  of  his  brother, 
Joseph  Lightstone,  proprietor  of  the  Or- 
pheum  and  Mayfair  in  Montreal  for  many 
years,  in  his  51st  year.  Gordon  Lightstone 
was  in  the  midst  of  the  local  Red  Cross 
drive  as  chairman  of  the  special  film  ex- 
change campaign  committee  for  the  col- 
lection of  funds  when  he  received  word 
that  his  brother  had  suddenly  passed  away. 

When  Katharine  Hepburn,  in  Toronto 
for  a stage  appearance,  made  a visit  to  the 
local  army  barracks  she  ran  into  Stewart 
Reburn,  noted  Toronto  figure  skater  who 
had  appeared  in  a couple  of  pictures  with 
Sonja  Henie  out  in  Hollywood.  Reburn  is 
now  a lieutenant  in  a Scottish  Regiment 
and  was  wearing  his  kilts.  Miss  Hepburn 
was  wearing  her  trousers  for  the  occasion. 
Hicidentally,  she  announced  that  she  was 
returning  to  Hollywood  in  January  for  a 
picture. 

Mary  Pickford  is  appearing  at  the  head 
of  a company  of  Hollywood  stars  at  Mas- 
sey Music  Hall,  Toronto,  November  9,  in 
a performance  in  aid  of  war  charities 
when  it  is  expected  that  the  draw  will  take 
place  for  her  diamond-studded  purse 
which  she  donated  to  the  cause  on  a pre- 
vious visit,  thousands  of  tickets  having 
been  sold  meantime  . . . Dorothy  Jane 
Lawson,  daughter  of  Hon.  J.  Earl  Law- 
son,  will  be  married  in  November  to  Don- 
ald Carlos  Baptista  of  Montreal.  Hon. 
Mr.  Lawson  is  a former  member  of  the 
Canadian  House  of  Commons  and  is  an  of- 
ficer of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers. 

Harry  S.  Dahn,  veteran  film  executive, 
and  Mrs.  Dahn  have  returned  to  Toronto 
from  a visit  to  Montreal  where  their  son, 
Gordon,  is  manager  of  the  York,  palatial 
unit  of  the  United  Amusement  chain  . . . 
Recently  appointed  to  the  directorate  of 
Associated  Screen  News  in  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  company.  Sir  Edward  Beatty, 
G.  B.  E.,  LL.  B.,  celebrated  his  63r(i  birth- 
day the  other  day.  Sir  Edward  is  president 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and  is  the 
Canadian  representative  of  the  Imperial 
Mmistry  of  Shipping. 

Among  the  Toronto  film  executives  who 
attended  the  world  premiere  of  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  at  Regina,  Sask., 
were  President  N.  L.  Nathanson  of  Famous 
Players  and  James  J.  Fitzgibbons,  man- 
aging director  of  the  circuit.  Nathanson 
was  one  of  those  who  took  part  in  the  spe- 
cial broadcast  over  the  Canadian  network 
on  October  21  in  connection  with  the  fea- 
tured personal  appearance  of  Madeleine 
Carroll. 

Harry  Lester,  proprietor  of  the  Bonita, 
Toronto,  has  donated  the  use  of  his  theatre 
for  a series  of  four  Sunday  night  benefit 
performances  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Gerrard  Business  Men’s  Ass’n  for  the  rais- 
ing of  money  for  the  relief  of  bombing  vic- 
tims in  London,  England  . . . The  Mile  of 
Pennies  stunt  organized  by  Manager  Al 
Sedgwick  of  the  Belsize  and  associated 
merchants  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  district  in 
Toronto  resulted  in  the  raising  of  close  to 
$500  for  the  relief  of  British  war  victims. 
The  amount  was  made  up  entirely  of  one- 
cent  pieces  which  had  been  laid  in  a long 
line  along  the  business  thoroughfare. 

Jack  V.  Ward,  for  many  years  manager 
of  the  Capitol  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.,  has 
been  relieved  at  that  house  by  Vincent 
O’Leary,  formerly  of  Shea’s,  Toronto,  so 
that  Ward  can  devote  his  whole  attention 
to  the  new  Seneca  at  Niagara  Falls  to 


which  he  was  appointed  manager  when 
the  picturesque  house  was  opened  by 
Famous  Players  a few  weeks  ago  . . . Jack 
Parsons,  formerly  with  Famous  Players 
chain  and  now  with  the  Royal  Canadian 
Air  Force,  has  been  married  to  Miss  Elsie 
McDonald  of  Regina. 

Hugh  Green,  son  of  an  Ottawa  officer, 
has  returned  from  Hollywood  where  he 
appeared  in  "Tom  Brown’s  School  Days.’’ 
He  has  applied  for  enlistment  in  the 
Royal  Canadian  Air  Force  . . . Following 
her  appearance  at  the  Toronto  Uptown  on 
October  25  for  the  opening  of  "North  West 
Mounted  Police,’’  Madeleine  Carroll  was 
scheduled  to  proceed  to  Ottawa  for  the 
opening  of  the  picture  at  the  Capitol 
there. 

Toronto  newspapermen  sponsored  an 
old-time  show  as  a war  charity  in  the 
Margaret  Eaton  Hall,  the  program  includ- 
ing Gloria  Swanson  in  “Manhandled”  and 
Charlie  Chaplin  in  “The  Immigrant”  . . . 
Manager  Dave  Gordon  of  the  Oriole,  North 
Toronto,  is  securing  nice  space  in  The 
Round  Tower,  community  publication, 
through  a quiz  contest  for  which  he  do- 
nates the  prizes  consisting  of  ten  double 
passes  . . . W.  M.  Gladish,  film  newswriter 
of  Toronto,  is  out  once  more  following  a 
painful  illness  of  more  than  two  weeks. 


F-P  Employes  Submil 
Ideas  for  Piclures 


Toronto — K unique  competition  for  all 
employes  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  has  been  organized  by  James  J.  Fitz- 
gibbons, managing  director,  in  the  form  of 
a “Production  Ideas  Contest”  in  which 
every  man  and  woman  on  the  payroll  has 
been  invited  to  submit  suggestions  or 
synopses  of  a story  or  plot  which  might 
be  suitable  for  a screen  feature  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Paramoimt  studios  out  in 
Hollywood. 

A mimeographed  brochure  has  been 
sent  out  to  the  staffs  of  all  F-P  houses  in 
which  announcement  is  made  that  up- 
wards of  20  cash  prizes  totaling  $250  will 
be  awarded  for  the  best  film  story  sugges- 
tions, regardless  of  what  is  done  with  the 
replies  after  the  close  of  the  competition. 
The  first  prize  is  an  award  of  $100. 

It  is  related  that  some  of  the  finest 
screen  themes  are  not  from  the  pens  of 
the  prominent  authors  but  have  been 
based  on  some  chance  remark,  incident  or 
situation  coming  from  the  ordinary  walks 
of  life.  This  contest  is  being  conducted, 
it  is  stated,  as  a search  for  new  story  ma- 
terial. The  contest  is  scheduled  to  close 
October  30,  with  no  limit  on  the  reply 
quantity. 

During  the  past  week  or  two,  doormen, 
cashiers  and  ushers,  projectionists  and 
other  employes  have  been  busy  trying  to 
figure  out  what  would  look  well  on  the 
screen  of  their  own  theatre.  And  some  of 
the  day-dreamers  have  been  seeing  their 
own  names  in  the  credit  lines  on  the  screen 
and  billboards. 


Two  Picked  for  "Flotsam" 
Hollywood — Janet  Waldo  and  Edward 
Fielding  have  been  signed  for  featured 
roles  in  “Flotsam,”  which  United  Artists 
will  release. 
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Observing  'Armistice' 
Despite  Conflict 


Toronto  — “Armistice  Day” — November 
11 — is  going  to  be  officially  observed  re- 
gardless of  the  fact  that  the  anniversary 
celebration  commemorating  the  finish  of 
the  last  war  is  being  held  in  the  midst  of 
another  world  conflict,  it  has  finally  been 
decided  by  the  Toronto  city  board  of  con- 
trol. 

Mayor  R.  S.  Day  will  issue  a pi’oclama- 
tion  for  the  observance  of  the  event  as 
“Remembrance  Day”  and  a holiday  will 
be  observed  in  banks,  offices,  schools  and 
government  departments  although  most 
factories  and  stores  will  continue  without 
interruption. 

Exhibitors  are  arranging  to  hold  special 
matinees  on  the  holiday  Monday. 


Loew's  London  Theatres 
Dividend  on  Preferred 

Toronto — Loew’s  London  Tlieatres,  Ltd., 
Toronto,  operating  the  Loew  house  in  Lon- 
don, Ont.,  has  declared  a dividend  of  25 
cents  per  share  on  the  7 per  cent  preferred 
cumulative  stock  of  the  company,  payable 
November  30  to  shareholders  of  record  on 
November  10.  The  declaration  of  this 
dividend  indicates  greatly  improved  busi- 
ness at  London  because  the  last  payment 
on  this  stock  was  in  the  distant  past. 

Hamilton  United  Theatres,  Ltd.,  a sub- 
sidiary of  Famous  Players  operating  three 
theatres  in  Hamilton,  Ont.,  and  the  Im- 
perial in  Sarnia,  has  reduced  its  regular 
quarterly  dividend  for  the  current  period 
by  25  cents  to  $1.25  because  of  lower  net 
earnings  due  to  increased  taxation  caused 
by  war  requirements. 

"Barriers”  Finally  Gets 
To  Golden  in  16mm  Form 

Toronto — It  took  four  years  for  the 
feature,  “Silent  Barriers,”  to  reach  the 
town  of  Golden — but  the  point  is  that  the 
picture  was  finally  seen  by  the  localites. 

The  feature  was  made  in  and  around 
Golden  by  Gamount-British,  the  story  be- 
ing based  on  Canadian  pioneer  history, 
the  outdoor  scenes  being  completed  in  the 
fall  of  1936.  After  playing  all  the  cities 
and  larger  towns  of  the  Dominion,  prac- 
tically without  exception,  the  feature 
moved  into  the  16mm  class  for  the  itiner- 
ant circuits  and  this  is  how  the  residents 
of  the  Kootenay  Valley  have  finally  seen 
themselves  as  “extras”  in  the  picture. 


Vice  TOR  III  A 

QTAN  KENNEDY,  manager  of  the  Cadet 
at  Esquimalt,  B.  C.,  has  just  returned 
from  Vancouver  where  he  spent  a week 
booking  for  the  coming  year. 

During  the  recent  Loggers’  convention 
here  of  leading  lumber  executives  of  the 
west,  films  depicting  logging  and  logging 
machinery  in  operation,  proved  to  be  one 
of  the  main  attractions. 

Assistant  Manager  Martin  Cave  of  the 
Capitol  is  busy  with  his  campaign  for 
“Boom  Town,”  due  here  Saturday.  Ex- 
tensive tieups  with  several  leading  mer- 
chants are  being  made. 

On  Canadian  Thanksgiving , the  Capi- 
tol, Dominion  and  Plaza  theatres  all  ran 
midnight  shows  to  capacity  houses. 


Wll[MWllIIIP>llECi 

jyjR.  N.  L.  NATHANSON  of  Toronto,  presi- 
dent of  P-P  and  vice-president  of  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.,  was  here 
Friday  on  his  way  to  the  world  premiere 
of  “North  West  Mounted  Police”  at  Regina. 
In  an  interview,  Nathanson  told  the  press 
that  Canadian  houses  had  enjoyed  very 
good  business  during  the  past  year  and 
attributed  this  to  the  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  people  to  seek  relaxation.  Speak- 
ing of  Canada’s  war  effort,  Nathanson 
said  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
were  amazed  at  Canadian  activity,  in  view 
of  the  comparatively  small  population  of 
the  country  and  the  short  time  which 
had  elapsed  since  the  outbreak  of  war. 

A group  of  men  prominent  in  film  cir- 
cles in  Canada  arrived  here  on  their  way 
to  the  premiere  of  "North  West  Mounted 
Police  at  Regina.  The  group  included: 
J.  Fitzgibbons,  general  manager  of  F-P; 
R.  W.  Bolsted,  comptroller  of  F-P,  and 
B.  Gelsaler  of  the  same  organization ; Leo 
Devaney,  general  manager  of  Empire  Uni- 
versal, and  Maurice  Milligan,  general  man- 
ager of  Paramount. 

The  arrival  in  Winnipeg  of  Deanna  Dur- 
bin’s aunt  was  a nice  break  for  Harold 
Bishop  who  was  playing  “Spring  Parade” 
at  his  house.  Bishop  made  sure  that  the 
papers  would  get  wind  of  the  arrival  and 
profited  to  the  extent  of  front  page  stories. 
Tieups  were  effected  with  the  Bay  which 
netted  a window  and  cooperative  ads.  Ban- 
ners on  news  agency  trucks,  radio  sta- 
tion tieups  plugging  the  songs  of  the  film 
and  hand-drawn  ads  emphasizing  the  fact 
that  the  star  of  the  film  was  a local  prod- 
uct, helped  to  swell  attendance.  Prior  to 
opening  night  Bishop  aired  the  trans- 
scription  of  the  Hollywood  premiere  open- 
ing at  the  Pantages  which  was  flown  here. 

At  the  Garrick  Sim  Rost  has  held  over 
‘‘The  Howards  of  Virginia”  for  a second 
week  ...  At  the  Bijou,  Garnet  Wright 
has  been  successful  in  securing  first  Main 
Street  runs  of  some  of  the  best  of  the 
season’s  crop.  This  week  he  plays  ‘‘Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois.” 

An  additional  opportunity  for  Winnipeg 
film  fans  to  get  a closeup  of  live  Holly- 
wood talent  was  afforded  through  the  pa- 
triotic dance  held  Tuesday  night  at  the 
Civic  Auditorium  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Kinsman  Club  of  Winnipeg.  The  four 
stars,  who  made  personal  appearances  at 
the  Capitol,  also  visited  the  dance. 

A number  of  country  points  in  Sas- 
katchewan and  Manitoba  will  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  see  films  of  the  Royal  Visit 
as  a result  of  showings  now  arranged.  The 
film  is  being  distributed  by  Columbia  Pic- 
tures of  Canada,  which  is  deviating  its 
share  of  the  profits  to  the  Red  Cross. 

The  Men’s  Theatrical  Bowling  League 
opened  the  new  season’s  activities  with  a 
booster  night  at  which  85  persons  were 
present.  Indications  are  that  this  season 
will  prove  the  best  ever  experienced  by 
the  group.  The  league  bowls  every  Thurs- 
day night  at  12  p.  m.,  thus  earning  the 
name  of  the  Midnight  League.  Officers 
of  the  organization  for  this  year  are: 
Lennie  Norrie,  president;  Bernie  Beach, 
vice-president;  Eddie  Turner,  treasurer; 
Ken  Beach,  secretary. 


Le  Roy  to  Direct  Tracy 

Hollywood — Mervyn  Le  Roy  will  direct 
“Dr.  Ephriam  McDowell,”  next  Spencer 
Tracy  starrer  at  Metro. 


Early  Fall  Report 
By  Film  Council 


Ottawa — The  Canadian  Welfare  Council, 
semi-official  social  body  of  the  Dominion, 
has  issued  its  list  of  approved  features  for 
early  fall,  in  which  recommendations  are 
made  for  the  guidance  of  school  and  home 
organizations.  The  comment  is  as  follows: 

‘‘Foreign  Correspondent” — An  excellent 
production,  full  of  thrills,  with  realistic 
backgrounds  of  different  Europ>ean  cities 
which  are  visited  by  the  hero.  The  story 
has  a significant  political  angle.  The  fam- 
ily. 

‘‘All  This,  and  Heaven  Too” — A power- 
ful human  interest  drama,  adapted  from 
the  novel  by  Rachel  Field  and  starring 
Bette  Davis  and  Charles  Boyer.  The  theme 
is  a sad  one  and  most  of  the  action,  which 
starts  in  the  year  1849,  is  confined  to  one 
house.  The  family. 

‘‘Boom  Toum” — This  picture  should  ap- 
peal to  the  masses  because  of  the  cast — 
Clark  Gable,  Spencer  Tracy,  Claudette  Col- 
bert and  Hedy  Lamarr — but  the  plot  is 
rather  thin.  The  action  takes  place  in  the 
year  1918.  The  family. 

‘‘Girl  From  Avenue  A” — This  comedy 
will  please  the  Jane  Withers  fans,  par- 
ticularly juveniles.  The  action  takes  place 
in  the  old  days  and  the  costumes  are  of 
the  old-fashioned  type.  The  family. 

‘‘Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble” — One  of 
the  most  entertaining  in  this  series.  This 
time  the  story  deals  with  ghosts,  of  which 
everyone  in  the  cast  is  frightened  except 
the  Dagwoods’  little  son.  The  family. 

‘‘I  Love  You  Again” — Very  good  enter- 
tainment for  all.  It  combines  comedy  with 
romance  and  suspense.  The  family. 

‘‘The  Sea  Hawk” — This  version  has  no 
resemblance  whatever  to  the  Raphael  Sab- 
atini  novel  upon  which  the  picture,  pro- 
duced in  1924,  was  founded;  only  the  title 
is  the  same.  The  family. 

‘‘Rhythm  on  the  River” — Excellent  tunes, 
good  comedy  and  a pleasant  romance  com- 
bine to  make  this  one  of  Bing  Crosby’s  best 
pictures.  Mary  Martin  and  Oscar  Levant 
of  the  “Information  Please”  programs  are 
able  supporters.  The  family. 

“7  Married  a Nazi” — A powerful  drama 
and  reputed  to  be  the  strongest  indictment 
against  Nazi  Germany  that  has  yet  been 
screened.  From  beginning  to  end,  one  is 
held  in  suspense.  Adolescents  and  adults. 

‘‘Pastor  Hall” — This  drama  of  Nazi  per- 
secution against  their  own  countrymen  is 
deeply  stirring.  The  cast  is  all-English  and 
the  picture  is  presented  by  James  Roose- 
velt. It  is  powerful  propaganda  against 
the  new  order  of  things  in  Germany  and 
against  everything  that  Nazism  stands  for. 
The  family. 

‘‘Busman’s  Honeymoon” — A love  story 
with  detective  interludes,  based  on  the 
story  by  Dorothy  L.  Sayers  and  starring 
Robert  Montgomery  and  Constance  Cum- 
mings. The  family. 

‘‘Convoy” — A drama  of  the  British  Navy, 
its  purpose  being  to  tell  simply,  vividly 
and  clearly  the  story  of  the  Navy’s  work 
in  guarding  our  convoys.  The  settings  are 
amazingly  realistic  and  this  film  is  the 
most  exciting  and  life-like  account  of  the 
Navy  in  wartime  yet  screened.  The  fam- 
ily. 

‘‘Young  People” — Very  good.  Although 
the  story  is  light,  it  has  human  interest, 
good  musical  numbers  and  comedy.  Re- 
puted to  be  Shirley  Temple’s  last  picture 
for  some  time,  she  shows  real  develop- 
ment as  a dancer  and  comedienne.  The 
family. 
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A Special  Price  Draws 
Kids  to  New  Serial 

Yazoo  City,  Miss. — The  picture  of  a 
rearing  horse  bearing  a masked  rider,  cut 
from  a three-sheet  and  backed  with  card- 
board, made  an  effective  cutout  on  “Dead- 
wood  Dick,”  for  Clara  Schmitt,  manager 
of  the  Yazoo  Theatre, 

Mrs,  Schmitt  admitted  all  children  un- 
der 12  for  two  cents,  to  the  opening  chap- 
ter of  the  serial,  and  had  a packed  house. 


Puzzle  Enhances 

Nederland,  Tex, — W,  S.  Samuel  of  the 
Rio  combined  a herald  for  “It’s  a Date” 
with  a number  puzzle  that  reveals  a per- 
son’s age,  (Copy  for  this  puzzle  appears  in 
the  Selling  Seats  department  of  Boxoffice 
in  the  October  12  issue).  The  upper  part 
of  the  herald  carried  the  puzzle,  the  lower, 
a cut  on  the  picture  and  the  playdate. 
Connecting  copy  read:  “Here’s  a mystery 
not  easily  solved — why  is  Deanna  in  a 
Dilemma — see,  etc.” 


Gain  New  Outlet 

Morgantown,  W.  Va. — Use  of  the  tele- 
phone repair  wagons  for  placards  for  the 
first  time,  was  achieved  by  Frank  Miller 
and  Metro  Exploiteer  Charles  Baron  for 
the  run  of  “Young  Tom  Edison”  at  the 
Metropolitan. 


“Drafts"  His  Customers 
Devils  Lake,  N.  D. — As  a ballyhoo  for 
“Boom  Town,”  Manager  Art  Abelson  of 
the  Lake  Theatre  sent  out  postal  cards 
addressed  to  “every  person  from  five  to 
95  years  of  age.”  The  recipients  were 
“notified”  that  they  had  been  “drafted” 
to  see  the  picture. 


Philly  Senoritas — 


Two  of  six  girls  who  distributed  her- 
alds on  "Down  Argentine  Way”  for 
the  Stanley  Theatre  in  Philadelphia . 
Photo  was  S7iapped  outside  a stadium 
during  a football  game. 


Workman  Wins  Contest 

Los  Angeles — Kenneth  Workman,  man- 
ager of  the  Pox  West  Coast  Tower  in 
Fresno,  has  won  the  first  award  of  $100 
in  the  company’s  recent  Promotion  and 
Exploitation  Week  contest. 


Chamber  of  Commerce  In 

Niles,  Mich. — The  chamber  of  com- 
merce cooperated  with  Dick  Eberhard  of 
the  Ready  Theatre  by  sending  out  a bul- 
letin urging  members  to  see  “Boom 
Town.” 


M lU  (G  G|  IE  T ^ 

jyjANAGER  Albert  Hamilton  of  the  Em- 
press, Norwalk,  Conn.,  sold  a spook 
stage  show  and  the  film,  “The  Bat  Whis- 
pers” with  announcements  that  “no  chil- 
dren’s tickets  will  be  sold.  It’s  too  scary!” 
• 

A bicycle-built-for-two,  with  a girl  in 
front  and  a "villain”  on  the  rear,  with 
both  wheels  appropriately  labeled,  was 
good  street  ballyhoo  for  the  run  of  "The 
Villain  Still  Pursued  Her”  at  the  Para- 
mount in  Los  Angeles. 

• 

Five  pretty  girls  distributed  pretzels  on 
street  corners  in  a second  phase  of  the 
campaign.  Cards  attached  to  the  pretzels 
read  “He’s  as  crooked  as  a pretzel!”  Thea- 
tre credits  followed, 

• 

A well-placarded  open  car  was  packed 
with  a bevy  of  beauties  by  Manager  Don 
Glover  of  the  Audian  in  Pullman,  Wash., 
and  sent  throughout  town  to  ballyhoo 
"Too  Many  Girls.” 

• 

A Lincoln  Zephyr,  bannered  “Just  Mar- 
ried— First  Stop,  ^oew’s  Park — To  See 
‘Haunted  Honeymoon’  ” was  sent  around 
Cleveland  streets  by  Arnold  Gates. 

• 

To  stimulate  the  theatre-going  habit. 
Manager  Jack  A.  Farr  of  the  Rita  at  Vic- 
toria, Texas,  issues  a card  with  four  spaces 
thereon  to  be  punched  by  his  cashier  when 
presented.  An  expiration  date  is  printed  in 
a corner,  and  the  card  informs  the  patron 
that  a free  pass  is  his  if  he  gets  the  four 
spaces  punched  before  the  expiration  date. 
• 

Alertness  to  the  news  suggested  to  Barnes 
Perdue  of  the  Ritz  in  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  a 
trafiic-stopping  street  stunt.  Perdue  placed 
a mimeographing  machine  on  the  main 
business  corner;  lettered  a card  on  the 
table  “What  to  do  with  the  Fifth  Column. 
Read  This!”  and  set  two  boys  at  the 
machine,  one  operating  and  the  other 
handing  out  the  sheets,  which  read: 
“Stop  worrying.  Be  calm  and  by  all 
means  see  this  blitzkrieg  of  action  . . . ad- 
venture . . . and  thrills.  ‘20  Mule  Team.’  ” 
Playdate  data  followed. 

• 

Ushers  served  coffee  and  rolls  to  pat- 
ro7is  of  a breakfast  matinee,  staged  at 
7 a.  m.  at  the  Capitol  in  Miami  by  Jack 
Fink.  The  picture  was  "He  Stayed  for 
Breakfast.” 

• 

Three  thousand  pillboxes,  each  contain- 
ing a few  harmless  pieces  of  candy,  were 
placed  in  the  lobby  of  the  Arcade  at 
Springfield,  Mass.,  a week  in  advance  of 
“I  Love  You  Again.”  A card  instructed 
patrons,  “Eat  enclosed  material  after  put- 
ting same  in  a glass  of  water  for  two 
hours.  Then,  come  to  the  Arcade,  and 
your  troubles  will  be  forgotten!  . . . when 
you  see  ‘I  Love  You  Again.’  ” 

• 

To  plug  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,”  the 
Texas  at  San  Antonio  gave  away  a small 
envelope  to  every  patron  a week  in  ad- 
vance, imprinted  with  advice  to  save  Lin- 
cohi  head  pennies  and  see  the  special  pro- 
duction. 


WIN  GUEST  TICKETS  TO  LOEW  S POLI  THEATRE 
IN  THIS  INTERESTING  FOOTBALL  CONTEST.  TEST 
YOUR  SKILL  AS  A FOOTBALL  EXPERT.  FILL  IN 
YOUR  ESTIMATE  OF  THE  SCORE  OPPOSITE 
EACH  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  GAMES 

PENNSYLVANIA vs.  YALE 

HARVARD vs.  MICHIGAN 

BROWN vs.  COLGATE 

OHIO  STATE vs.  NORTHWESTERN 

— RULES  OF  THE  CONTEST  — 

Fill  in  the  Score  You  Estimate  for  Each  Game  in  the  Space  Provided  Above  and 
Leave  With,  or  Mail  Entry  to  Manager,  Loew's  Poli,  23  Church  Street.  For  the  First 
Fifteen  Nearest  Correct  Scores  Winners  Will  Receive  a Pair  of  Guest  Tickets  to 
Loew's  Poli.  All  Entries  Must  Be  in  at  12  Noon  on  Saturday,  October  12th. 

NAME  

ADDRESS  


Football  to  Film  Fans — 

The  above  schedule  coupon  appears  07i  top  of  2,000  heralds  weekly  (of  course 
listing  the  current  games)  issued  by  Bob  Russell  of  the  Loew-Poli  in  New 
Haven.  He  distributes  the  heralds  in  eatmg  places  and  reports  an  excellent 
response.  The  full  size  of  the  herald  is  6 '72x15  inches.  Cuts  on  the  week’s 
features  make  up  the  balance  of  the  throwaway. 
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Lobby  Thermometer 
Sells  "Argentine" 

Hartford — Jack  Simon,  Loew-Poli  man- 
ager, used  a 10-foot  lobby  thermometer 
display  on  "Down  Argentine  Way."  Pa- 
trons squeeze  an  attached  rubber  bulb 
and  the  "mercury"  rises  to  various  "hot" 
lines  about  the  picture  printed  on  the 
side.  There  are  two  small  blocks  of 
wood  on  the  poster,  to  which  a four-foot 
glass  tube  is  fastened.  A rubber  tube  is 
attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  glass  tube, 
and  the  rubber  tube  terminates  in  a rub- 
ber bulb.  The  bulb,  rubber  tube,  and  a 
few  inches  up  in  the  glass  tube  are  filled 
with  soda  pop  or  dyed  water.  Bulb  is  fas- 
tened to  the  side  of  the  frame.  Patron 
squeezes  the  bulb  to  see  how  far  up  he 
can  force  the  liquid. 

The  top  of  this  glass  tube  is  corked, 
with  a tiny  hole  in  the  center  of  the  cork, 
to  allow  air  to  enter  the  tube  and  like- 
wise to  keep  liquid  from  flowing  out  of 
the  top  of  the  tube.  A black,  red  and 
yellow  background  completed  the  ex- 
hibit. 

VS  - - 

Coop  Ad  Sells  "Rockne" 

Springfield,  III. — An  unusual  full  page 
cooperative  advertisement  for  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American”  was  made  up  by 
Max  Tschauder  of  the  Roxy  Theatre.  The 
ad  is  in  the  form  of  a huge  football  sta- 
dium with  picture  and  playdate  credit 
hand-lettered  in  the  center.  Around  the 
sides  of  the  oval-shaped  stadium  are  spot 
ads  taken  by  local  merchants,  with  the 
copy  based  on  the  picture. 


Election  Night — 

Election  night  is  Tuesday,  November  5. 
Announce  that  the  returns  will  be  posted 
on  your  stage  during  the  show,  direct  from 
your  newspaper.  Arrange  with  your  local 
paper  to  keep  you  posted  in  return  for 
credits. 

Place  a blackboard  in  one  corner  of  your 
stage  with  a shaded  light  over  it — to  be 
turned  on  only  when  your  specially-as- 
signed staff  member  is  posting  returns 
thereon.  A strip  at  the  top  of  the  black- 
board can  give  the  newspaper  credit  for 
its  cooperation.  The  radio  can  of  course 
serve  in  lieu  of  the  paper  if  necessary. 

Display  pictures  of  the  presidential  can- 
didates on  each  side  of  your  entrance. 
Flag  drapes  can  decorate  the  pictures.  An 
“A”  board  can  announce  that  the  returns 
will  be  made  inside. 

Conduct  a poll  of  your  own.  Stack  chips 
or  markers  of  any  sort  on  a table  in  the 
lobby  and  provide  two  boxes,  one  marked 
“Roosevelt”  the  other  “Willkie”  and  invite 
patrons  to  “cast  their  ballot”  into  one  of 
the  boxes.  You  can  close  your  “poll”  be- 
fore the  evening’s  second  show,  and  make 
your  announcement  as  to  how  the  patrons 
of  Your  Theatre  voted. — IML 


Book  on  a Short 

New  York — Showmen  playing  the  short, 
“Information  Please,”  will  have  a natural 
for  bookshop  tieups  in  the  new  volume 
to  be  published  in  November.  The  edition 
contains  1,500  questions  that  have  chal- 
lenged the  wits  appearing  in  the  short 
subject.  The  cover  carries  a scene  from 
the  reel  in  which  Anna  Neagle  was  guest 
star. 


Where  the  West  Pays  OH — 

Some  of  the  best  business  in  months  was  garnered  by  Ed  Hartman  of  the 
Murray  Theatre  in  Kansas  City,  with  a two-day  run  of  “South  of  the 
Border”  and  “Young  Buffalo  Bill”  billed  as  Rodeo  Nights. 

From  a riding  academy  and  friends,  Hartman  gathered  a heap  of  cowboy 
paraphernalia  to  make  a lobby  display.  Against  an  Indian  blanket  fastened 
to  the  wall  for  background,  Hartman  placed  a pair  of  chaps,  several  knives, 
a whip,  bits  and  like  objects.  Upon  a Mexican  rug  on  the  floor  was  set  a 
board  bearing  pistols.  At  one  side,  a saw  horse,  covered  by  a blanket,  bears 
a saddle;  on  the  other  side  is  a table  with  a display  of  spurs  and  guns. 
Colorful  gourds,  dried  peppers,  and  stills  from  the  pictures  complete  the 
array.  The  cashier  and  doorman  were  dressed  in  cowboy  outfits  a week  in 
advance. 


Greater  Season  His — 


Ray  Parker,  manager  of  the  Shady  Oak 
Theatre  in  Clayton,  Mo.,  started  some- 
thing when  he  launched  his  Greater  Movie 
Season.  Part  of  the  fruits  of  it  appear 
above  as  he  is  congratulated  by  Clayton’s 
mayor,  Alfred  Kerth.  The  recognition  is 
because  the  campaign  brought  hundreds 
of  new  people  into  town  for  the  celebra- 
tion. 

Parker’s  program  consisted  of  a move- 
ment to  bring  the  children  back  to  the 
theatre  and  to  assist  them  with  certain 
school  supplies.  One  article  was  a ruler, 
paid  for  with  the  ad  of  a local  druggist. 
Free  passes  also  were  awarded  on  many 
different  types  of  puzzles.  Appropriate 
trailers  and  lobby  boards  were  employed, 
and  newspapers  devoted  much  free  space 
to  the  campaign. 

Playing  prominent  part  in  the  campaign 
were  regular  issues  of  MOVIE  TIME 
NEWS,  syndicated  by  the  Printing  Syndi- 
cate Co.,  4804  East  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


In  Public  Domain 

Memphis — The  following  ads  appeared 
in  the  personal  columns  of  the  local  pa- 
per: “Alan — I want  a divorce!  Mama  says 
you  have  no  right  to  criticize  my  bridge 
game.  Don’t  come  to  see  me;  send  your 
lawyer.  Geraldine.”  A day  later  this: 
“Geraldine — You  want  a divorce!  How 
about  me?  My  shirts  are  all  ruined,  the 
kitchen  caught  fire  and  the  cat’s  run 
away!  I want  a divorce!  Alan.”  The 
stunt  was  the  Malco  Theatre’s  for  “I 
Want  a Divorce.” 


Reproduce  Columnist's  Blurb 

New  York — Louis  Sobol,  nationally 
syndicated  columnist  of  the  New  York 
Journal- American,  calls  “We  Who  Are 
Young”  the  finest  picture  he  has  ever 
seen.  Sobol  devotes  an  entire  column  to 
the  raves.  This  should  be  reproducible 
in  your  lobby,  program  or  slides. 


Parade  for  "Wyoming" 

Easton,  Pa. — Fred  Osterstock  of  the 
State  arranged  for  a National  Guard  anti- 
aircraft unit  to  march  to  the  theatre  open- 
ing night  of  “Wyoming,”  escorted  by  a 40- 
piece  American  Legion  band.  Ceremonies 
were  staged  both  inside  and  outside  the 
house. 
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Window  Cleaners 

RKO  (Walt  Disney)  8 Mins. 

It’s  important  that  exhibitors  appreciate 
the  goodwill  engendered  by  a subject  such 
as  this.  Because  in  the  eight  minutes  it 
takes  to  unreel,  this  one  probably  offers 
more  belly  laughs  than  eight  hours  of  pur- 
suing something-to-take-your-mind-o  f f- 
things  than  any  other  medium  that  comes 
to  mind.  The  comic  invention  is  about 
tops,  something  this  reviewer  has  said 
about  most  other  Disney  comedy  shorts. 
But  it  still  doesn’t  take  away  from  the  in- 
disputable fact  that  you  can  laugh  your 
head  off  and  turn  around  and  find  your 
next-seat  neighbor  doing  the  same  thing. 
It’s  about  Donald’s  endeavors  as  a win- 
dow-washer, and  Pluto’s  non-endeavors  as 
his  helper.  Run,  do  not  walk,  to  your 
nearest  booker  for  the  rest  of  the  story. 


Prehistoric  Porky 

Vitaphone  (Looney  Toon)  7 Mins. 

In  an  ancient  day  Pork  sets  out  to  get 
himself  some  animal  skins  for  new  clothes. 
He  meets  up  with  saber-toothed  tigers, 
dinosaurs,  pterodactyls,  and  various  vo- 
racious villains.  For  the  most  part  he  bull- 
dozes them  out  of  his  way,  but  he  has  a 
bad  time  with  the  tiger.  Cornered  he  tells 
the  tiger  that  he  was  only  looking  for 
a new  suit.  The  tiger  says  “Why  didn’t 
you  tell  me?  I can  get  it  for  you  whole- 
sale.’’ Generally,  it’s  pretty  good  stuff. 


My  Pop,  My  Pop 

Paramount  (Popeye)  7 Mins. 

The  usually  facile  and  inventive  anima- 
tion “business”  of  the  Fleischer  studios  in 
presenting  Popeye  are  apparent  here  but 
somehow  without  a rip-snorting  fight 
something  seems  lacking.  Popeye  builds  a 
boat  with  the  aid  of  his  father.  Pappy,  an 
old  hand,  messes  up  his  side  of  the  craft, 
falls  alseep  on  the  slightest  excuse,  gener- 
ally gets  in  the  way.  At  length,  Popeye 
repairs  the  damage,  builds  the  boat  and 
lets  Pop  take  the  credit. 


Nature's  Nursery 

Paramount  (Paragraphic)  10  Mins. 

Will  Geer  of  “Tobacco  Road”  fame  nar- 
rates here  as  a collection  of  scenes  of  birds, 
animals  and  their  young  unreel.  His  talk 
is  on  the  corny,  cracker-barrel  side. 
Species  shown  include  baby  foxes,  a skunk 
family,  rabbits,  possums,  raccoons,  hawks, 
woodchucks.  The  humor  in  the  telling 
lies  mostly  in  the  assortment  of  names 
Geer  attaches  to  the  various  beasties. 
Otherwise,  it’s  for  the  youngsters. 


Fly  Fishing 

Vitaphone  (Sports  Parade)  10  Mins. 

A duffer  and  a champion  try  their  hands 
at  trout  fishing,  with  the  latter  attempt- 
ing to  teach  the  former  who,  at  the  con- 
clusion, is  still  a duffer.  The  action  is  in 
color.  'The  scenery  is  good,  but  the  char- 
acters in  front  of  the  cameras  merely 
catch  trout,  tie  flies  and  in  the  case  of 
the  duffer,  act  silly. 


Eyes  of  the  Navy 

M-G-M  22  Mins. 

The  training  of  navy  flyers  from 
ground  school,  to  training  planes,  to 
Link  trainers,  to  assignment  to  the  air 
arm  of  the  fleet,  as  presented  herein, 
should  prove  to  be  first-rate  thrill  en- 
tertainment for  general  audiences.  The 
cameraman  had  himself  a time.  The 
photography  is  hair-raising  stuff  with 
such  unusual  exposures  as  the  view 
from  the  rear  cockpit  of  a dive  bomber, 
shots  taken  from  a plane  that  tows  a 
sleeve  target  which  other  craft  are 
shooting  at.  Any  number  of  other  ex- 
citing combinations  are  shown,  too.  The 
film's  purpose  is  to  aid  in  student  en- 
rollment. Already  there  is  a substan- 
tial backlog  of  pilot  material  waiting  to 
be  enrolled.  With  this  film  it  should 
increase  still  more.  Which  is  what  the 
navy  wants.  From  all  angles,  it's  box- 
office.  Rates  consideration  too,  as  a 
replacement  for  that  weak  second  fea- 
ture. 


Mexico 

Good  Neighbor's  Dilemma 

RKO  19  Mins. 

(March  of  Time,  Vol.  7.  No.  3) 

The  reasons,  but  not  the  methods,  for 
Mexico’s  “newly-reborn”  friendship  for 
the  U.  S.  and  the  willingness  of  her  presi- 
dent, whose  term  is  running  out,  to  co- 
operate and  mend  past  errors  is  the  gen- 
eral tone  of  this  political  dissertation. 
Outside  of  a few  riot  scenes,  it  is  cut  and 
dried  politics,  studies  of  the  men  who  ma- 
nipulate Mexican  policies,  glimpses  of  the 
ill-fated  Cardenas  agrarian  policy,  the 
lack  of  foreign  trade  due  to  war,  slow- 
down of  industry  when  natives  took  over, 
education,  labor  factions  and  the  recent 
highly  disputed  presidential  election.  The 
last  does  not  receive  its  due  attention.  In 
Mexico  the  way  an  elected  candidate  takes 
over  is  different  from  the  generally  ac- 
cepted. When  and  where  audiences  want 
politics  sandwiched  in  between  their  en- 
tertainment, this  is  their  meat.  Otherwise, 
it  is  not. 


Listen  to  Larry 

Paramount  (Headliner)  10  Mins. 

Larry  Clinton  and  his  orchestra  do  the 
music  with  honors  in  arrangement,  vocals 
and  comedy;  smartly,  tunefully  and  satis- 
fyingly.  It  should  have  them  shuffling 
and  beating  time  with  their  feet. 


King  for  a Day 

Paramount  7 Mins. 

(Fleischer  Color  Cartoon) 

Here  are  seven  minutes  of  condensed 
chills  and  horror  which  should  provoke 
emotional  reaction  of  a like  nature  from  its 
spectators.  Gabby  is  a mailman.  He  has 
a letter  for  the  king.  Its  contents  tell  His 
Majesty  that  he  will  be  “shot.”  Since 
Gabby  inclines  that  way,  the  king  lets 
him  (Jon  the  robes  and  crown.  Gabby  soon 
learns  why  and  has  a hair-raising  time 
with  his  fears.  Finally  the  king  is  shot — 
photographically.  Definitely  worthwhile. 


Picture  People 

RKO  (Specialties  No.  2)  9 Mins. 

This  is  the  second  of  a new  series  deal- 
ing with  the  more  informal  pursuits  of 
some  of  the  Hollywood  players.  It  is 
neither  original  nor  particularly  entertain- 
ing, not  unless  your  juvenile  trade  of  the 
fan  club  variety  is  the  factor  to  be  most 
pleased.  It  offers  four  sequences — the 
ballyhoo  attending  the  selection  of  Elsie, 
the  cow,  for  a role  in  an  RKO  picture; 
some  farming  activity  on  the  part  of  Bob 
Burns;  Bill  Robinson  and  his  wife  showing 
off  on  a billiard  table  and  a trio  of  star- 
lets enjoying  a day  on  a sail  boat. 


Information  Please 

RKO  (14,202)  (No.  2)  10  Mins. 

With  Ruth  Gordon,  stage  and  screen 
star,  as  guest  expert,  this  issue  of  the 
popular  series  packs  solid  entertainment 
for  all  classes.  The  usual  run  of  questions 
and  the  usual  off-sides  by  Oscar  Levant, 
John  Kieran  and  Franklin  P.  Adams  pro- 
vide a pleasant  combination  of  informa- 
tive data  and  spontaneous  humor.  Some 
of  the  subjects  which  the  “experts”  tackle 
should  be  more  easily  answered  among  the 
audience  than  they  are  on  the  screen. 


Kentucky  Royalty 

RKO  (14,302)  (Sportscope)  9 Mins. 

As  has  been  the  case  in  the  past  with 
other  subjects  dealing  with  the  “domain 
of  champions,”  this  reel  on  the  import- 
ance of  the  blue  grass  country  as  a breed- 
ing ground  for  American  horses  is  nicely 
handled,  picturesque  in  its  setting  and 
fuU  of  pertinent  information  on  a popular 
sport.  It  explores  the  background  of  some 
of  the  world  renowned  turf  champions,  the 
care  that  goes  into  their  heirs’  handling, 
auction  ring  activity  and  shots  of  races. 


Flag  of  Humanity 

Vitaphone  (Technicolor  Special)  20  Mins. 

The  story  of  Clara  Barton’s  work  to  get 
American  recognition  of  the  International 
Red  Cross,  her  tribulations  attending 
wounded  men  on  battlefields  makes  ef- 
fective drama,  capably  told  here  and  ex- 
pertly acted  by  Nana  Bryant.  The  his- 
torical period  is  nicely  re-lived.  A first- 
rate  added  attraction. 
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BOXOFFICE 


October  26,  1940 


"BAND"  AND  "WIND"  ARE  RIVAL  LEADERS 


BOSTON 

Fenway — Wyoming  (M-G-M);  Dr.  Kildare 

Goes  Home  (M-G-M)  SO 

Keith’s  Memorial — They  Knew  What  They 
Wanted  (RKO) : The  Great  Profile  (2nth- 

Fox)  145 

Loew’s  Orpheum — Strike  Up  the  Hand  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk.;  The  Secret  Seven  (Col) 85 

Loew’s  State — Same  as  Orpheum  75 

Metropolitan — Down  Argentine  W’ay  (20th- 

Fox)  ; Sky  Murder  (M-G-M)  80 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  75 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Tom  Brown’s  School  Days  (RKO), 

1st  half  

Broadway — Mystery  Sea  Kaiders  (Para’t), 

2nd  half  

Carolina — Foreign  Corres|>ondent  (UA), 

1st  half  90 

Carolina — The  Keturn  of  Frank  James  (20th- 

Fox),  2nd  half  90 

Imperial — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB).IOO 

State — Murder  in  the  Air  (FN),  1st  part 100 

State — Way  of  All  Flesh  (Para’t),  2nd  part....  90 
State — Billy  the  Kid  (Rep).  3rd  part 100 


CHICAGO 

Apollo — The  Westerner  (UA)  115 

Chicago — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB)..150 

Garrick — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB) 100 

Oriental — I Love  You  Again  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show  ^9 

Palace — They  lijiew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO);  Mexican  vSpitfire  Out  W’est  (RKO)..  125 
Roosevelt — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox) . . 125 
State-Lake — Gold  Kush  Maisie  (M-G-M),  plus 
stage  show  featuring  Edmund  Lowe,  Ann 

Dvorak  and  Carole  Landis  110 

Studio — The  Mayor’s  Dilemma  (SR) 05 

United  Artists — >Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M), 


2nd  wk 100 

Woods — Gone  W’ith  the  WTiid  (M-G-M), 

38th  wk 200 

CINCINNATI 

Alhee— Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M)....  90 

Capitol — Spring  1‘arade  (Univ),  2nd  wk 80 

Grand — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk.  .120 

Keith’s — Pastor  Hall  (UA)  85 

Lyric — Men  Against  the  JSky  (RKO) 75 

Palace — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox) 90 

Shubert — Brigham  Young — Frontit  rsman  (20th- 
Fox),  2nd  wk 05 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB),  2nd  wk....l40 
Hippodrome — Brigham  Young — Frontiersman 

(20th-Fox)  80 

Lake — Money  and  the  W'oman  (WB); 

Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor  (RKO) 100 

Palace — The  Great  Profile  (20th-Fox).  plus 

stage  show  120 

State — ^Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M) 135 

Stillman — The  Westerner  (UA),  2nd  wk 150 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Before  I Hang  (Col).  1st  half 85 

Capitol — I’m  Nobody’s  Sweetheart  Now  (Univ), 

2nd  half  85 

Majestic — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB)  .115 
Palace — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M) ...  110 
Rialto — The  I^ady  in  (Question  (Col),  1st  half..  90 
Rialto — My  Love  Came  Ba<dv  (P^N),  2nd  half..  85 
Tower — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  .120 


DENVER 

Aladdin — Boom  Town  (M-G-M).  after  2 wks. 


at  Denver  and  Aladdin  125 

Broadway — Howards  of  Virginia  (Col);  I’m 
Nobody’s  Sweetheart  Now  (Univ),  after  wk. 

at  Denver  110 

Denham — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t)  120 

Denver — Westerner  (UA);  Margie  (Univ) 140 

Orpheum — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M),  2nd 

wk.;  Golden  Fleecing  (M-G-M)  105 

Paramount — Diamond  Frontier  (Univ)  ; Captain 

Is  a Lady  (M-G-M)  110 

Rialto — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA).  after  wk. 
at  the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  Up  in  the  Air 
(Mono)  125 

DETROIT 

Adams — Argentine  Nights  (Univ);  The  Mum- 
my’s Hand  (Univ),  after  wk.  at  Fox 90 

Cinema — The  Baker’s  Wife  (SR)  115 

Fox — They  Knew  AVhat  They  Wanted  (RKO); 

The  Great  Profile  (20th-Fox)  90 

Michigan — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA);  The 

Quarterback  (Para’t)  

Palms-State — Lucky  Partners  (RKO).  after 
wk.  at  Michigan;  Kaiigers  of  Fortune 

(Para’t)  110 

United  Artists — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M); 
Cross  Country  Romance  (RKO),  3rd  wk 100 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Prairie  Schooner’s  (Col);  Doomed  to 

Die  (Mono),  1st  half  80 


Alamo — Cowboy  From  Sundown  (Mono);  Lancer 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Strike  Up  the  Band — 

Providence  (dual)  200 

Gone  With  the  Wind — 

Chicago  200 

Great  Dictator — 

New  York  City  (roadshow) 175 

Knute  Rockne — All-American — 

Chicago,  Kansas  City  150 

They  Knew  What  They  Wanted — 

New  Orleans,  Omaha  150 

Boom  Town — 

New  Orleans  150 

Hired  Wife — 

Pittsburgh  150 

Third  Finger,  Left  Hand — 

New  Orleans  150 

Westerner,  The — 

Cleveland  150 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Gone  With  the  Wind,  .38th  wk.,  Chicago. 
Strike  lip  the  Band,  Itli  wk.,  Seattle;  3rd 
wk.,  Detroit,  New  Haven.  Philadelphia, 
Seattle. 


Boom  'I 

'own,  3rd  wk..  Denver. 

City  fo 

City. 

r Comiuest,  3id  wk.. 

New 

York 

Foreign 

Angeles. 

Correspondent,  3rd 

wk.. 

Los 

Knute 

Kockne — .Ml  A met  i t an, 

, 3ra 

wk.. 

Seattle. 


Si)y  (20lh-Fox),  reissue.  2nd  half 60 

Circle — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB); 

Money  and  the  W<unan  (WB) 140 

Indiana — Down  Argentine  M’ay  (20th-Fox); 

Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox) SO 

Loew’s — Howards  of  Virginia  (Col);  The  Lady 

in  Question  (Col)  125 

Lyric — The  Gay  Caballero  (20th-Fox).  plus 

Ina  Ray  Hutton  and  orchestra 90 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Down  Argentine  Wa.^  (20th-Fox), 

held  over  140 

Midland — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (Metro); 

(irlainoiir  for  Sale  (Col)  115 

Newman — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB), 

held  over  150 

Orpheum— Pastor  Hall  (UA);  River’s  End 

(WB)  85 

Tower- — Margie  (Univ),  plus  stage  show  80 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  125 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — The  Westerner  (UA);  Yesterday’s 

Heroes  (20th-P’ox) 125 

Downtown — Knute  Kockne  — All  American 
(WB);  Slightly  Tempted  (Univ),  5 days 

of  2nd  wk 110 

Four  Star — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA), 

3rd  wk 110 

Hillstreet — Hired  Wife  (Univ),  2nd  wk. ; 

Glamour  for  Sale  (Col)  90 

•Hollywood — 'Same  as  Downtown ...110 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  90 

Paramount — Cherokee  Strip  (Para’t),  plus 

Louis  Armstrong  on  stage  100 

State — Same  as  Chinese  .125 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox); 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox) 120 

Riverside — Diamond  Frontier  (Univ).  plus 

Laurel  and  Hardy  on  stage  190 

Strand — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M);  Sky 

Murder  (M-G-M)  95 

Warner — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB); 

Calling  All  Husbands  (WB)  135 

Wisconsin — Same  as  Palace  125 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Alvin — Melody  and  Moonlight  (Rep),  plus 

Jackie  Heller  on  stage  90 

Aster — Girl  From  Avenue  A (20th-Fox):  Sky 

Murder  (M-G-M)  90 

Century— No  Time  for  (’omedy  (WB) 95 

Esejuire — The  Ape  (Mono)  80 

Gopher — Young  People  (20th-Fox)  75 

Orpheum — Keturn  of  Frank  Jaims  (20th-Fox).  70 
State — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB)  . . .100 
World — Howards  of  Virginia  (Col),  2nd  wk 80 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M); 

(Jiarlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum  (20th- 

Fox),  3rd  wk 100 

Loew-Poli  — Down  Argentine  AVay  (20th-Fox); 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M)  115 

Paramount — <iueen  of  Destiny  (RKO);  Dance, 

Girl,  Dance  (RKO)  100 

Roger  Sherman — Knute  Rockne — All  American 
(WB);  Father  Is  a Prince  (WB) 145 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — An  Aiifrel  From  Texas  (WB) 90 

Globe — Chan’s  Mnr<ler  Cruise  (20tli-Fox) 95 

Liberty — (Spriiiff  Parade  (Univ)  100 

I.oew’s — Third  Fiiijfer,  l.eft  Hand  ( M-G-M)  ....  150 
Orpheum — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO)  150 

Saenger — City  for  Comiuest  (WB) 125 

Tudor — Hoorn  Town  (M-G-M)  150 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — The  Great  Dictator  (UA).  1st  road- 
show wk 175 

Capitol — Same  as  Astor  165 

Criterion — AA’yomiiig  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 110 

Globe — Let  (ieorge  Do  It  (Film  Alliance) 95 

Paramount — I Want  a Divorce  (Para’t),  2nd 

wk.,  plus  stage  show  90 

Radio  City  Music  Hall— They  Knew  What  They 

Wanted  (RKO),  plus  stage  show  100 

Rialto — I’m  Still  Alive  (RKO)  85 

Rivoli — The  l^ong  Voyage  Home  (UA) 120 

Roxy — Spring  Parade  (Univ).  2nd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  125 

Strand— City  for  Conquest  (WB),  3rd  wk., 

plus  stage  sliow  100 

OMAHA 

Brandei.s — The.v  Knew  AA^hat  ’Miey  AA’anted 

(RKO);  l.adies  Must  Live  (FN) 150 

Omaha — Strike  Up  the  Ban<l  (M-G-M).  2 days. 

2nd  wk. : Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB); 
River’s  End  (WB).  5 days,  moveover  from 

Orpheum  100 

Orpheum — Spring  Parade  (Univ);  Money  and 
the  AVoinan  (WB)  110 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col) 95 

Boyd— Strike  Up  the  liand  (M-G-M).  3rd  wk.  ..120 
Earle — Scatterbrain  (Rep),  plus  George  Wliite’s 

Scandals  on  stage  120 

Fox — Knute  Kockne— u\ll  American  (WB), 

2nd  wk 125 

Kaiiton — Dulcy  (M-(J-M),  2nd  run  100 

Keith’.s — 'I’he  AA'esterner  (UA),  2nd  run 100 

Stanley — Down  Argentine  AA'a.v  ( 20th-Fox)  . . . . 120 
Stanton  — Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO) 100 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin— Hired  AA’ife  (Univ)  150 

BaiT>- — .Marked  Men  (Mono);  One  ('rowded 

Night  (RKO)  80 

Fulton — Public  Deb  No.  1 (2()th-Fox) 65 

Penn — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk. . . 85 
Ritz — Foreign  Corresjxmdent  (UA),  2nd  d.  t. 

wk 70 

Stanley — City  for  Conquest  (WB) 105 

Warner — The  (ireat  McGinty  (Para’t);  Dance, 

Girl,  Dance  (RKO)  105 

PROVIDENCE 

Albee — vSprIng  Parade  (Univ);  Men  Against 

the  Sky  (RKO),  2nd  wk 110 

Carlton — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M);  Dulcy 

(M-G-M).  2nd  wk 200 

Fays — Gay  (’aballer<i  (20th-Fox);  I’m  Nobody’s 

Sweetheart  (Univ)  90 

Majestic — ('ity  for  (’onquest  (WB);  Calling 

All  Hiishaiids  (WB)  100 

State — The  AA'esterner  (UA) ; Sky  Murder 

(M-G-M)  115 

Strand — Private  Affairs  (Univ);  Ski  Patrol 

(Univ)  80 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — Honeymoon  Deferretl  (Univ)  ; Sing, 

Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep)  95 

Centre^ — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M) 100 

Paramount — I AA’ant  a Divorce  (Para’t) 95 

Studio — Boom  T<avn  (M-G-M).  5th  wk 100 

Utah — AA'hen  the  Daltons  Ro<le  (Univ) 95 


SEATTLE 

Fifth  Avenue — Down  Argentine  A\ay  (20tli- 
Fox);  The  Great  Pr<)file  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk, . 90 


Liberty — Howards  of  A’irgiiiia  (Col) 100 

Music  Box — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M), 

4th  wk 90 

Orpheum — City  for  Comiuest  (\ATB):  Slightly 

Tempted  (Univ)  90 

Palomar — River’s  ICnd  (WB);  Mone.v  and  the 

AA'oman  (WB),  plus  stage  show 90 

Paramount — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t);  vSky 

Murder  (M-G-M)  90 

Roosevelt — Knute  Ko<kne — All  Amerioan  (WB), 

3rd  wk 90 
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Columbia 

His  Girl  Friday 

A rip-roaring  comedy  with  plenty  of  fast, 
furious  dialogue.  The  story  was  a little 
far-fetched  in  spots,  but  as  a whole  it 
was  satisfactory  entertainment.  One  pat- 
ron remarked  it  was  the  craziest  picture 
he  had  ever  seen.  Patronage  about  up  to 
weekend  average.  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,000.  Capacity:  175. 
— Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  New  Haven,  New 
Haven,  Mo. 

I Married  Adventure 

The  animals  did  the  trick  in  this  one. 
Everyone  in  our  audience  seemed  to  enjoy 
watching  them.  Admission:  40-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  710.  Capacity: 
263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

First  National 

All  This,  and  Heaven  Too 

An  excellent  picture,  but  not  much  for 
the  small  town  boxoffices.  Those  who 
saw  it,  liked  it.  Am  glad  I had  this  pic- 
ture bought  on  a straight  percentage  basis. 
Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25- 
10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
1,000.  Capacity:  175. — Walter  J.  Buch- 
holtz, New  Haven,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

I Love  You  Again 

It’s  a scream  and  one  picture  that  will 
please  at  least  99  per  cent.  It’ll  get  extra 
business,  too,  or  at  least  it  did  for  us. 
Sun.,  Mon. — Burris  and  Henley  Smith, 
Imperial,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

Sporting  Blood 

Looks  like  a trial  flight  for  a new  di- 
rector. It  is  not  a bad  pix  but  not  too 
good  either.  Audience:  Not  much  comment 
on  way  out.  Boxoffice:  Not  good.  Admis- 
sion: 40-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 710.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out- 
Wickenburg-Way,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

We  Who  Are  Young 

Lana  Turner  and  John  Shelton  show 
considerable  stuff.  Metro  will  do  well  to 
build  them  up.  Audience:  Liked  it.  Box- 
office:  Not  good.  Admission:  40-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  710.  Capacity: 
263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Paramount 

Cornin'  Round  the  Mountain 

It’s  a shame  Paramount  can’t  do  better 
with  Bob  Bums.  They  hit  it  with  “Ar- 
kansas Traveler”  and  have  never  been  able 
to  repeat.  Audience:  Mild  approval.  Box- 
office:  Very  good.  Admission:  40-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  710.  Capacity: 
263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Great  McGinty 

A picture  that  starts  out  good  and  has 
considerable  merit,  but  like  most  of  the 
Paul  Jones  productions  has  no  ending  that 
makes  you  know  you  have  been  anywhere. 
Isn’t  it  a shame  that  excellent  material 
and  sincere  effort  on  the  part  of  the  cast 
should  be  allowed  to  show  up  on  the  screen 
in  such  a mediocre  form.  Audience:  Not 
very  enthusiastic.  Boxoffice:  Poor.  If  the 
pix  would  have  been  good  the  second  night 
would  have  brought  it  up,  but  it  just  died 
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An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY.  Boxof- 
fice. 4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City.  Mo. 


instead.  Admission:  40-10.  General  pat- 
ronage. Population:  710.  Capacity:  263. — 
E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way,  Wick- 
enburg, Ariz. 

Rhythm  on  the  River 

Bing’s  best  picture  and  teamed  with  Mary 
Martin  makes  it  a natural  for  entertain- 
ment. You  can’t  go  wrong  playing  this 
any  time  in  the  week. — Burris  and  Henley 
Smith,  Imperial,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

Republic 

Scatterbrain 

Very  good  for  small  town.  Judy  Canova 
will  make  money  where  they  go  for  hill- 
billy comedy.  Above  average  business. 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Rural  patron- 
age. Population:  1,000.  Capacity:  300. — 
Logan  Hedrick,  Homer,  Homer,  111. 

RKO  Radio 

Bill  of  Divorcement 

Very  odd  story.  Some  comments  were 
good,  but  will  do  no  business.  Not  very 
entertaining.  Tuesday.  Weather:  OK. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — Logan  Hedrick,  Homer,  Ho- 
mer, 111. 

Pop  Always  Pays 

A slapstick  comedy  that  our  audience 
enjoyed  very  much.  There  is  a little  half- 
pint girl  in  the  feminine  lead  in  this  one 
that  has  plenty  of  promise.  RKO  better 
give  her  a berth  before  somebody  else 
grabs  her.  Boxoffice:  Not  so  hot.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  710.  Capac- 
ity: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 


r, 

: Dilemma  Dodged 


— V 

Two  weeks  ago  we  relayed  you  showmen 
the  plea  of  a brother  exhibitor  for  advice 
on  what  to  do  about  a projectionist,  so 
worried  about  the  draft  he  had  lost  his 
dependability  at  the  projector,  omitting 
reels  and  replaying  others.  That  advice, 
from  another  comer  of  the  country,  is 
herewith  offered  by  W.  Varick  Nevins  HI, 
manager  of  Alfred’s  Cooperative  Pictures, 
Alfred,  New  York: 

Advises  Nevins:  “First — Enlarge  the  up- 
per and  lower  magazines  on  the  projec- 
tors and  get  some  very  large  oversize 
reels.  Splice  the  whole  show  together  onto 
two  of  these  new  reels.  That  will  put  the 
whole  show  on  two  reels.  Go  into  the  booth 
with  the  operator  at  the  beginning  of  the 
show  and  make  sure  he  starts  the  right 
projector  at  that  time.  Dare  him  to  leave 
out  a reel  or  put  the  wrong  one  on. 

“Second — Let  the  manager  exchange 
jobs  with  him.  He  can  do  less  harm  as 
a manager  than  he  can  as  a projectionist.” 


20th  Century-Fox 

Brigham  Young — Frontiersman 
Here  is  an  outstandingly  good  produc- 
tion that  does  not  have  the  public  ac- 
ceptance of  a “Boom  Town.”  But  in  my 
opinion  is  fully  as  good  a pix.  Audience: 
Liked  it.  Boxoffice:  Very  good  at  regular 
prices.  If  this  one  would  have  had  bet- 
ter public  acceptance  we  could  have  easily 
gotten  advanced  admissions.  Admission: 
40-10.  General  patronage.  Population: 
710.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out- 
Wickenburg-Way,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Swanee  River 

Did  record  business  on  this  picture. 
People  liked  it  very  much.  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-15.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,880.  Capacity: 
450. — Harland  Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury, 
Ont. 

Young  People 

One  of  the  best  Shirley  Temple  pictures 
ever  made.  It  has  plenty  of  good  music, 
a nicely  developed  plot  and  the  acting  is 
good.  My  patrons  seem  to  regret  this  is 
the  last  picture  Shirley  will  make.  Busi- 
ness above  normal.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weath- 
er: Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Capacity: 
175. — Walter  J.  Bucholtz,  New  Haven, 
New  Haven,  Mo. 


United  Artists 

My  Son,  My  Son 

This  was  very  well  done  by  all  con- 
cerned. Our  audience  liked  it.  But  not 
enough  came  because  we  had  to  play  too 
cold.  Boxoffice:  Not  good.  Admission: 
40-10.  General  patronage.  Population: 
710.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out- 
Wickenburg-Way,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Saps  at  Sea 

Silly,  but  good  at  the  boxoffice  and 
that’s  the  kind  I like.  Tuesday.  Weather: . 
Good.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,000. 
Capacity:  300. — Logan  Hedrick,  Homer, 
Homer,  111. 

Universal 

Boys  From  Syracuse 

A pretty  fair  picture  with  lots  of  laughs. 
Business  only  normal  with  pleasing  com- 
ment. Sun.,  Mon. — Burris  and  Henley 
Smith,  Imperial,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

If  I Had  My  Way 

About  average  Bing  Crosby  picture.  Not 
nearly  as  good  as  “Road  to  Singapore.” 
Sat.,  Sun.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
1,000.  Capacity:  300. — Logan  Hedrick, 
Homer,  Homer,  111. 

Warner  Bros. 

Flight  Angels 

Very  good  airplane  picture  that  did  okay 
on  ticket  sales.  Not  big  but  above  aver- 
age. Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good.  Ru- 
ral patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Capac- 
ity: 300. — Logan  Hedrick,  Homer,  Homer, 
111. 

Sea  Hawk 

Played  this  three  days  and  it  was  a 
washout.  Guess  people  are  tired  of  this 
kind  of  a picture  as  they  failed  to  express 
interest  and  stayed  away.  Wed.,  Thurs., 
Fri. — Burris  and  Henley  Smith,  Imperial, 
Pocahontas,  Ark. 
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It  All  Came  True 
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William  Holden 
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Tyrone  Power 
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Shooting  High  (65' 
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On  Their  Own  (65> 
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R — Apr.  13 
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Drama  051 

Girl  in  313  (58) 

Florence  Rice 

Kent  Taylor 

R— May  11 

RKO  RADIO 

H5|  Comedy  022 

Millionaire  Playboy 

(64);  R— Mar  2 
Joe  Penner 

Linda  Hayes 

I22j  Drama  033 

Primrose  Path  (95) 
linger  Rogers 

Joel  McCrea 

R— Mar.  23 
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g Western  083 

Bullet  Code  (69) 
R— Apr.  13 

lYgl  Drama  00!) 

Abe  Lincoln  in  Illi- 
nois (112) 

Raymond  Massey 
Ruth  Gordon 

R — Jan.  27 

|26|  Drama  027 

Curtain  Cali  (60) 
Barbara  Read 

R — Apr.  13 
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[l^  Drama  031 

Beyond  Tomorrow 

(83);  R — Mar.  3u 

Charles  Winninger 

Helen  Vinson 
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Com.  Drama  032 

You  Can’t  Fool  Your 

\Mte  (65) 

Lucille  Ball 

R — May  25 

^ Drama  025 

Bill  of  Divorcement 

(74) 

Maureen  O’Hara 

Adolphe  Menjou 

R— Mar.  16 

REPUBLIC 

15[  Drama  930 

Forffotten  Girls 
(67) 

Louise  Piatt 

R — Mar.  'AZ 

Western  942 

Kancho  Grande  (66) 
Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 
)i— May  11 
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|]^  West.  Drama  129 

Hi-\’o,  Silver  (65) 
Silver  Chief 

Lynn  Roberts 

R — Apr.  20 

[l2|  Western  954 

Vuung  Buffalo  Bill 
(59)  Roy  Rogers 

R— Apr.  27 

Drama  9tH 

Dark  Command  (94) 
R — Apr.  13 

Comedy  922 

Grandpa  Goes  to 
Town  (65) 

R — Apr.  20 

|i^  Musical  0S1 

In  Old  Missouri  (67) 

R — Sept.  14 
g Western  996 

1 overed  Wagon  Days 
(56)  R — June  8 

Three  Mesquiteera 
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[1Q[  Western  943 

Gaucho  Serenade 

(66) 

Gene  Autry 

R — May  IS 
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Western  96<i 

Rooky  Mountain 

Rangers  (58) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — June  8 

PARAMOUNT 

151  Drama  3925 

Women  Without 
Names  (62) 

Ellen  L>rew 

R — Feb.  24 

j2^  Musical  3926 

Koad  to  Singapore 
(84);  R — Mar.  2 

Bing  Crosby 

Bob  Hope 

Dorothy  Lamour 

I29|  Comedy  3927 

Farmer’s  Daughter 

(61) 

Martha  Raye 

Charlie  Ruggles 

R— Feb.  17 

fs]  M’drama  3928 

Adventure  in  Dia 
monds  (80) 

George  Brent 

R — Jan.  20 

M’drama  3929 

©Dr.  Cyclops  (77) 
Janice  Logan 
\lbert  Dekker 

R — Mar.  9 

[l9|  Western  3931 

Light  of  Western 
Stars  (63) 

Victor  Jory 

Jo  Ann  Sayres 

R — Apr.  20 

Farce  Com.  3930 

French  Without 
Tears  (66) 

Ellen  Drew 

Ray  Milland 

R--Mar.  30 
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fio|  Comedy  393.3 

Oj>ened  by  ^fistake 

(66)  R — May  11 

Charlie  Ruggles 

Janice  Logan 

(it]  Drama  3934 

©Typhoon  (71) 

Dorothy  Lamour 
Preston  Foster 

R — May  4 

§41  Drama  3931 

Biscuit  Eater,  The 

(80) 

Billy  Lee 

R — Apr.  13 

Comedy  3936 

Those  M’ere  the 

Days  (70) 

William  Holden 

Bonita  Granville 

R — May  25 
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[l0|  Western  3963 

Covered  Wagon 
Trails  (53) 

J.  Randall  R-Ma>  11 

[l6|  Action  Dr.  3928 

Sky  Bandits  (66) 

R — May  25 

Com.  Drama  11 

Tomboy  (70) 

M.  Jones-J-  Moran 
R— Apr.  27 

M'drama  392(' 

Mysterious  Mr.  Ree- 
der (77)  R-May  11 
Western  3954 

Pals  of  the  Silver 
Sage  (52);  Ritter 
R — May  11 

fg]  Western  8994 

Land  of  Six  Guns 

(54) 

R — June  1 

Western  3955 

Cowboy  From  Sun- 

down (58) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — May  11 

i23|  Western  396.3 

Kid  From  Santa  Fe 

(50) 

Jack  Randall 

^ Western  3966 

Riders  From  No- 

where (45) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Oct.  19 

M-G-M 
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|2~^  Drama  19 

Florian  (91) 

Robert  Young 

R — Apr.  6 

Com.  Drama  31 

Aad  One  Was  Beau- 

tiful (70) 

Laraine  Day 

Jean  Muir 

R — Apr.  6 
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119]  Corn.  Drama  33 

Two  Girls  on  Broad- 

way (71) 

Lana  Turner 

Joan  Blondell 

George  Murphy 

R — Apr.  27 

Com.  Drama  34 

40  Little  Mothers 
(90) 

Eddie  Cantor 

Rita  Johnson 

R — Apr.  20 

Action  Drama  36 

;0  Mule  Team  (85) 
Wallace  Beery 

R — May  4 

Drama  36 

t^JEdison,  tile  Man 
(106)  R — May  25 
Spencer  Tracy 

Rita  Johnson 

|r^  Drama  37 

Waterloo  Bridge 

(109)  R— May  18 

Robert  Taylor 

Vivien  Leigh 
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COLUMBIA 

[li]  Drama  1036 

Men  Withoat  Souls 

(62) 

Rochelle  Hudson 
John  LI  tel 

Et — June  1 

Com.  Drama  1004 

Too  Many  Husbands 

(84) 

Jean  Arthur 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R — Mar.  9 

, 4|  Western  U96 

Blazing  Six  Shoot- 

ers (61) 

Charles  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

R— Mar.  1* 

[is]  M’drama  1«17 

.Alan  With  Nine 

Lives  (73) 

Boris  Karloff 

Roger  Pryor 

Jo  Ann  Sayres 

R — ^Apr.  20 

ft 

ft 
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® 5 — 3 ■a 
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[T|  Western  UlS 

Man  From  Tumble- 

weeds (69) 

R — June  1 

lie]  Drama  102!i 

Babies  for  Sale  (64) 

Rochelle  Hudson 
Glenn  Ford 

R— May  25 

Hg  M’drama  1023 

Island  of  Doomed 

Men  (67) 

P.  Lorre  R-May  25 
|i^  Drama  1111 

'21  Days  Together(72) 

Olivier;  R-May  4 

Western  9200 

Texas  Stagecoach 

(59) ; R — Mar.  30 
Charles  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

M’drama  1016 

l.une  Wolf  Meets  • 

I-ady  (71) 

Warren  William 

Jean  Muir 

R — June  8 
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[i|  All-Col’d  UrUDC 

While  Thousands 

Cheer  ( . . ) 

Kenny  Washington 

[i^  Western  P-R-C 

.Arizona  Gang 

Busters  (60) 

|30|  Western  P-R-C 

Billy  tile  Kid  in 

Texas  ( . . ) 

Bob  Steele 
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g Western  P-R-C 

Riders  of  Black 

Mountain  ( . . ) 

— Oct.  26 

Documentary 

World  in  Flames 
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[is]  Com.  Dr.  WB519 
Calling  All  Hus- 
bands (58) 

George  Tobias 

R — Sept.  21 

[l^  Comedy  FN554 
No  Time  for  Com- 
edy (92) 

James  Stewart 
Rosalind  Russell 

R — Sept.  14 

1^  Drama  WB506 
City  for  Conquest 

(104) 

James  Cagney 

Ann  Sheridan 

R — Sept.  14 

P5~[  Drama  AVB302 

Knute  Rookne,  All 

-Vinerican  (98) 

Pat  O’Brien 

R— Oct.  12 

[l^  Comedy  WB559 

Father  Is  a Prince 

Grant  Mitchell 

[l^  Hist.  Drama 

Dispatch  from  Reu- 

ters (89) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

R— Sept.  28 

1^  Com.  Drama 

Tugboat  Annie  ( . . ) 

Marjorie  Rambeau 

Alan  Hale 

R — Oct.  2 6 

lY)  Comedy 

Alw  a.vs  a Bride  ( . . ) 

Rosemary  Lane 

fg]  Drama 

Lady  AVith  Red 

Hair  ( . . ) 

Miriam  Hopkins 

[i^  Drama 

South  of  Suez  ( . . ) 

George  Brent 

Geraldine  Fitzgerald 

[23]  Drama 

Letter,  The  ( . . ) 

Bette  Davis 

Herbert  Marshall 

^ Drama 

Fast  of  tile  River 

(.  .) 

John  Garfield 

Brenda  Marshall 

WARNER-F.  N. 

Com.  Mua.  5013 
Argentine  Nights 
(73)  R — Sept.  7 

Ritz  Bros. 

Andrews  Sisters 

[i^  Com.  Dr.  5006 
Hired  AVife  (96) 

R — Sept.  14 
[l^  Melodrama  5051 
Leather  Pushers 
(64)  R— Sept.  7 

Melodrama  5020 
The  Mummy’s  Hand 
(67)  R— Aug.  31 
^ Western  5061 
Uagtime  Cowboy  Joe 
(58)  R — Oct.  5 
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[4~|  Drama 

Diamond  Frontier 

(71) 

Victor  McLaglen 

R— Oct.  5 

[H]  Melodrama 

.\  Little  Bit  of 

Heaven  (87) 

Gloria  Jean 

R — Oct.  19 

|l8|  Comedy  5024 

slightly  Tempted 

(60)  R — Aug.  3 

[l^  Western  5062 

Law  and  Order  (57) 

1^  Drama 

Seven  Sinners  ( . . ) 

Marlene  Dietrich 

John  Wayne 

|~l]  Comedy  5036 

I'm  Nobody’s  Sweet- 

heart Now  (64) 
Dennis  O’Keefe 

|Y]  Melodrama  5052 

Devil’s  Pipeline  ( . . ) 

[g]  Comedy 

Fireman,  Save  My 

Child  ( . . ) 

[g]  Western  5063 

Pony  Post  ( . . ) 

[1^  Drama 

Caribbean  Holiday 

(.  .) 

Virginia  Bruce 

Allan  Jones 

^ Comedy 

Meet  the  AVildcat 

(65) 

Ralph  Bellamy 

Margaret  Lindsay 

g Drama 

Hack  Street  ( . . ) 

Margaret  Sullavan 

UNIVERSAL 

tilf»ni!^S  r»Ti  T^vomo  I 

I\J.i>  ^<»19V#U  \9</ 

Jon  Hall 

Lynn  Bari 

R — Sept.  7 

[13]  Drama 

Pastor  Hall  (94) 
Nova  Pilbeam 

R — Aug.  3 

[2o|  Act.  Drama 

The  Westerner  (99) 
Gary  Cooper 

R — May  25 

[2^  Fantasy 

@Thief  of  Bagdad 

(106) 

Conrad  Veidt 

Sabu 

R — Oct.  19 

|~8~|  Drama 

.Son  of  Monte  Cristo 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

[2^  Drama 

Long  A’oyage  Home 

(104) 

Thomas  Mitchell 

John  Wayne 

R — Oct.  12 

g Drama 

Black  Out  ( . . ) 

Conrad  Veidt 

Valerie.  Hobson 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

xuuiig  ~ ^eupit?  \ t 9 / 

Shirley  Temple 

Jack  Oakie 

R— July  20 

Melodrama  IIC 

Charlie  Chan  at  the 
Wax  Museum  (63) 
Sidney  Toler 

R — Aug.  3 

[l3|  Comedy  105 

Klsa  Maxrvell's  Pub- 
lic Deb  No.  1 (SO) 
George  Murphy 
Brenda  Joyce 

R— Aug.  31 

Drama  116 

Yesterday’s  Heroes 

(66) 

Robert  Sterling 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Sept.  21 

[^  Drama  107 

Brigham  Young — 
Frontierj>man 

(113)  R~Aug.  31 
Tyrone  Power 

Linda  Darnell 

[4~|  Act.  Drama  108 
Gay  Caballero, 

The  (61) 

Cesar  Romero 

R — Sept.  28 

[jy]  Mus.  Com.  113 
(J)Uown  Argentine 
AVay  (94) 

Don  Ameche 

R — Oct.  12 

jl^  Drama  114 

Night  Train  (93) 
Margaret  Lockwood 
Rex  Harrison 

|25]  Comedy  111 

The  Great  Profile 

(71) 

John  Barrymore 

R — Aug.  24 

|~8]  Melodrama  117 

Mark  of  Zorro  ( . . ) 

Tyrone  Power 

Linda  Darnell 

[i^  Drama  102 

street  of  Memories 

(70)  R— July  6 

Lynne  Roberts 

Guy  Kibbee 

g Adventure  115 

Hudson’s  Baj'  ( . . ) 

Paul  Muni 

g Comedy  119 

Youth  Will  Be 

Served  ( . . ) 

Jane  AVithers 

20TH-FOX 
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1^  Act.  Drama  101 
Alen  Agrainst  the  Sky 
(74)  R — Aug.  31 

Richard  Dix 

Wendy  Barrie 

[l^  Comedy  102 

Dreaming  Out  Loud 
(71)  R — Sept.  14 
Lum  & Abner 

1^  Western  086 

Triple  Justice  (66) 
R— Oct.  19 
g Drama  103 

I'm  Still  Alive  (70) 
R — Sept.  21 

|2^  Melodrama  164 

lliey  Knew  What 
They  Wanted  (90) 
R — Oct.  19 
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[n|  Burl.  Com.  105 
. lUain  Still  Pursued 
Her  (65)  R-Aug.  3 

|l§]  Melodrama  107 
Laddie  (69) 

Tim  Holt 

Virginia  Gilmore 

R — Sept.  21 

Mus.  Com.  108 

lou’ll  Find  Out 
(..) 

Kay  Kyser 

Ginny  Simms 

o • © 
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o 5 0 2 

O rtL  o -2 

[Y]  Drama  110 

Little  Men  ( . . ) 

Kay  Francis 

Jack  Oakie 

Comedy 

Mexican  Spitfire 

Out  AVest  (76) 

Lupe  Velez 

R — Oct.  12 

g Western 

Fargo  Kid,  The  (..) 

Tim  Holt 

g Drama 

Kitty  Foyle  (..) 

Ginger  Rogers 

RKO  RADIO 

Okia.  Kenegraues 

(57)  R — Sept.  14 
Comedy  92-4 

Earl  of  Puddlestone 
(67)  R— Aug.  24 

[e]  Western  043 

Ride,  Tenderfoot, 
Ride  (65) 

Gene  Autry 

R — Aug.  31 

[jj]  Melodrama  017 

Girl  From  Havana 
(69) 

Dennis  O'Keefe 

Clair  Carlton 

R — Sept  14 

Western  051 

Colorado  (57) 

Roy  Rogers 

R — Sept.  14 

Western  062 

Cnder  Texas  Skies 
(57) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Sept.  21 

|3^  Western  072 

Frontier  Vengeance 

(56)  R — C'ct.  19 

|n|  Mus.  Com.  005 
Melodv  and  Moon- 
light (72) 

.fohnny  Downs 

R— Oct.  19 
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1^  Western  052 

Young  Bill  Hickok 

(59)  R — Oct.  5 

Roy  Rogers 

[Y]  Mystery 

A\  ho  Killed  -Vunt 
Alaggie?  (..) 
Wendy  Barrie 

John  Hubbard 

Mus.  Comedy 

Friendly  Neighbors 

[iJ]  Western  (li>3 

trail  Blazers,  The 
Three  Mesquiteers 
[l5|  Western 

3IeIody  Ranch  ( . . ) 

g Western 

Texas  Terrors  ( . . ) 

Don  “Red”  Barry 

Julie  Duncan 
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UJ  Mus.  Com.  4001 

Uh.vthin  on  the 
Kiver  (96) 

Bing  Crosby 

R — Aug.  24 

Drama  4002 

I Want  a Divorce 

(97)  R~Aug.  17 
Dick  Powell 

Joan  Blondell 

1^  Melodrama  4003 

Hangers  of  Fortune 

(90) 

Fred  MacMurray 
Patricia  Morison 

R — Sept.  14 

|~Y]  Melodrama  4004 

Quarterback  ( 69 ) 
Wayne  Morris 

Lillian  Cornell 

R — Oct.  5 

[ll|  Drama  4005 

Cherokee  Strip  (84) 
R — Oct.  5 

|l^  Drama  4006 

Moon  Over  Burma 

(74) 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — Oct.  19 

Drama  4007 

Christmas  in  July 

(70) 

Dick  Powell 

R— Sept.  21 

Musical  1267 

Dancing  on  a Dime 

(72) 

Robert  Paige 

R— Oct.  12 

|Y|  Comedy 

Arise  My  Love  (113) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Ray  Milland 

R — Oct.  19 

[x^  Western  4050 

Three  Men  From 
Texas  (70) 

William  Boyd 

R — Sept.  14 

g Adventure  1262 
0North  AA'est 

Alounted  Police 
(125)  R — Oct.  26 
Gary  Cooper 
Madeleine  Carroll 

PARAMOUNT 

Queen  of  the  Yukon 

(63) 

Charles  Bickford 
Irene  Rich 

[Jj  Drama 

Who  Is  Guilty?  (73) 
Ben  Lyon 

R — Sept.  14 

|~9~|  Com.  Drama  3914 

Up  in  the  Air  (61) 
R — Sept.  14 

Melodrama  4021 

That  Gang  of  Mine 

(62) 

Bobby  Jordon 

R — Oct.  5 

Melodrama  4001 

The  Ape  (62) 

Boris  Karloff 

R — Oct.  26 

[t]  Act.  Drama  4022 

Drums  of  the  Desert 

R — Oct.  19 

Western 

Trailin'  Double 

Trouble  (58) 

R — Oct.  19 

[~7]  Com.  Drama 

Ol’  Swimiiiin’  Hole 

(75)  R— Oct.  26 

M.  Jones 

T.  Moran 

1^  Mystery 

Phantom  of  China- 

town ( . . ) 

Keye  Luke 

[4]  Western 

Oklahoma  Bound 

f . .) 

pf]  Mystery 

Chamber  of  Horrors 

g Melodrama 

You’re  Out  of  Luck 

( . . ) 

Frankie  Darro 
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MONOGRAM 

Boom  Town  (119) 
Clark  Gable 

Spencer  Tracy 
Claudette  Colbert 

R — Aug.  10 

Drama  101 

Ur.  Ivildare  Goes 

Home  (78) 

Lew  Ayres 

R — Sept.  7 

Act.  Drama  102 

Wyoming  (85) 
Wallace  Beery 

Leo  Carillo 

R — Sept.  14 

g Mus.  Com.  104 

Haunted  Honey- 

moon (82) 

Robert  Montgomery 

R — Aug.  31 

|2^  Comedy  103 

Strike  Up  the  Band 

(115) 

R — Sept.  21 

Mystery  105 

^ky  Murder  (72) 

R — Sept.  28 

[Y]  Comedy  106 

Dulcy  (64) 

Ann  Sothern 

Ian  Hunter 

R — Oct.  6 

[n]  Drama  107 

Third  Finger,  Left 

Hand  (92) 
Douglas-Loy 

R — Oct.  19 

^ Comedy 

Hullabaloo  (..) 

Frank  Morgan 

Billie  Burke 

|~l]  Drama  108 

Escape  ( . . ) 

Norma  Shearer 

Robert  Taylor 

[g]  Musical 

Bittersweet  ( . . ) 

Jeanette  MacDonald 

Nelson  Eddy 

[l^  Drama 

Gallant  Sons  (..) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Bonita  Granville 

Comedy 

Little  Nellie  Kelly 

(.  .) 

Judy  Garland 

George  Murphy 

g Drama 

Comrade  X ( . . ) 

Clark  Gable 

Hedy  Lamarr 

C9 

£ 

^1 

[Y]  Comedy  1022 

Five  Little  Peppers 
in  Trouble  (65) 
Edith  Fellows 

R — Sept.  7 

|~5~|  Melodrama  2032 

Fugitive  From  Pris- 

on Camp  (59) 
Melodrama  1024 

Before  I Hang  (62) 

R_Oct.  19 

Drama  1001 

The  Howard*  of 

Virginia  (122) 

Cary  Grant 

Martha  Scott 

R — Sept.  7 

Melodrama  1040 

Glamour  for  Sale 

(60)  R — Oct.  26 

Drama  1009 

Angels  Over  Broad- 

way (79)  R-Oct  12 

|30]  Western  2209 

Prairie  Schooners 

UJ  Com.  Dr’ma  2018 

So  You  Won’t  Talk 

(67)  R — Oct.  6 

Drama  2030 

Nobody’s  Children 

(..) 

Edith  Fellows 

Billy  Lee 

g Drama 

Girls  Under  21  ( . . ) 

1^  Western  2202 

West  of  Abilene  (56) 

R — Aug.  3 

Comedy 

Blondie  Plays  Cupid 

(.  .) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lako 

[Y]  Mystery 

Lone  M’olf  Keeps  a 

Date  ( . . ) 

Warren  Williams 

Western 

Beyond  the  Sacra- 
mento ( . . ) 

Bill  Elliott 

g Drama 

Passage  West  ( . . ) 
Pat  O’Brien 
Constance  Bennett 

|2g]  Mystery 

Ellery  ()ueen.  Mas- 
ter Detective  ( ) 

^ Comedy 

This  Thing-  Called 
Love  ( . . ) 

COLUMBIA 

AUG. 

31 

SEPT. 

7 

SEPT. 

14 

SEPT. 

21 

SEPT. 

28 

OCT. 

5 

OCT. 

12 

OCT. 

19 

OCT. 

26 

NOV. 

2 

NOV. 

9 

NOV. 

16 

NOV. 

23 

NOV. 

30 

J 


Features  soheiliiled  for  release  beyond  dates  In  the  Booklne>  Chart 
are  listed  herein.  Itiinnins:  time,  as  furnished  by  home  office  of 
distributor,  follows  title.  As  local  conditions  such  as  censorship 
subject  this  to  changre,  checkup  with  exchangre  is  recommended. 


Profl.  No.  I'iMe 


Stars 


Released  Kevieued 


SJn  the  Making 


COLUMBIA 


COLUMBIA 


Arizona  (..)  Jean  Arthur,  William  Holden 

.Blondie  Goes  Latin  (..) Penny  Singleton 

Great  Plane  Robbery  (..) Jack  Holt,  Vicki  Lester 

Phantom  Submarine  ,The  ( . . ) 

Pinto  Kid,  The  (..) Charles  Starrett  

Thundering  Frontier  (57) Charles  Starrett  


Jan.  9,  *41  

Dec.  5 Sept.  21 


Across  the  Sierra— Bill  Elliott.  Luana  Walters, 
Dub  Taylor,  Mary  Gordon.  Director:  T>.  Ross 
Lederman.  Producer:  Leon  Barsha.  (Completed) 
The  Phantom  Submarine — Anita  Louise,  Bruce 
Bennett,  Oscar  O’Shea,  John  Tyrrell.  Director: 
Charles  Barton.  Producer:  Ralph  Cohn. 


M-G-M 


Go  West  (..) ....Marx  Brothers,  Lynne  Carver.. 

Philadelphia  Story  (..)  .......  Katharine  Hepburn,  Cary  Grant 

Should  Dr.  Kildare  Tell?  (..l.I^ew  Ayres,  Lionel  Barrymore.. 


PARAMOUNT 


Aldrich  Family  in  Life  With 

Henry  (..)  Jackie  Cooper,  Hedda  Hopper 

Date  W’ith  Destiny,  A (..)...  Basil  Rathbone,  Ellen  Drew 

Doomed  Caravan  (..) William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden 

I Wanted  W’ings  (..) Ray  Milland,  W'illiam  Holden 

Love  Thy  Neighbor  (..) Jack  Benny,  Fred  Allen,  Mary  Martin.. 

1260.  .Night  at  Earl  Carroll’s,  A ( . .)  . Ken  Murray,  Rose  Hobart.  ............. 

Second  Chorus  (..) Fred  Astaire,  Paulette  Goddard 

Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again  (..)John  Howard,  Ellen  Drew 

1270.  .Victory  (..)  .Fredric  March,  Betty  Field 

©Virginia  (..)  Madeleine  Carroll,  Fred  MacMurray . . . . 

You’re  the  One  (..) Bonnie  Baker,  Orrin  Tucker 


Jan. 

31, 

’41 

Jan. 

17, 

’41 

.Jan. 

24, 

’41 

Feb. 

21, 

’41 

Deo. 

27 

Dec. 

6 

Jan. 

10, 

’41 

Doc. 

13 

Jan. 

3, 

’41 

Feb. 

14, 

’41 

Feb. 

7, 

’41 

REPUBLIC 


Barnyard  Follies  (..) Mary  I.ee,  Rufe  Davis 

Border  I.egrion  ( . . ) Roy  Rogrers,  George  “Gabby”  Hayes 


MONOGRAM 

His  Father’s  Daughter — Edith  Fellows,  Wilbur 
Evans.  Director:  Edward  Dmytryk.  Producer: 
I.  E.  Chadwick.  Original:  Gene  Stratton-Porter. 
Screenplay:  Adele  Comandini.  (Starting) 

(Story  of  adolescent  romance  based  upon  one 
of  Gene  Stratton-Porter’s  famous  novels). 

Triple  Threat^ — -Ray  Corrigan,  John  King,  Max 
Terhune,  Gwen  Gaze.  Director:  Roy  Luby.  Pro- 
ducer: George  Weeks.  Screenplay:  Elmer  Clifton. 

(Completed) 


RKO  RADIO 

The  Saint  in  Palm  Springs — George  Sanders, 
Wendy  Barrie,  Jonathan  Hale,  Paul  Guilfoyle. 
Director:  Jack  Hively.  Producer:  Howard  Bene- 
dict. Original  Screenplay:  Leslie  Charteris. 

(Starting) 

(Another  in  the  series  of  detective-adventure 
dramas  with  George  Sanders  portraying  a mod- 
ern Robin  Hood). 

Play  Girl — Kay  Francis,  James  Ellison,  Kane 
Richmond,  Nigel  Bruce.  Director:  Frank  Wood- 
ruff. Producer:  Cliff  Reid.  Screenplay;  Jerry 
Cady.  (Completed) 

Let’s  Make  Music — Bob  Crosby,  Jean  Rogers, 
Elisabeth  Risdon,  Joyce  Compton,  Grant  With- 
ers. Director:  Les  Goodwins.  Producer:  Howard 
Benedict.  Screenplay:  Nathaniel  West. 


RKO  RADIO 


REPUBLIC 


..Citizen  Kane  (..) Orson  Welles  

..Dr.  Christian  No.  1 (..) Jean  Hersholt  

...Fee  Mareus  Production (title  later)  

..Bet’s  Make  Music  (..) Bob  Crosby,  Flizabeth  Risdon.. 

. . .No,  No,  Nanette  ( . . ) .Anna  Neagle  

...Show  Business  (..) Alan  Mowbray,  Frank  McBride. 


Jan.  3,  '41 


Dec.  20 
Dec.  13 
Dec.  27 
Dec.  6 


20TH-FOX 

113.  .Bride  W’ore  Crutches  (55) ...  .Lynne  Roberts,  Ted  North,... Jul.v  27 

118.. Charter  Pilot  (..) T.,ynn  Bari,  Lloyd  Nolan 

Corncob  Kelly’s  Benefit  (..)..  Eugene  Pallette,  Rita  Quigley 

Golden  Hoofs  (..) Jane  Withers,  Charles  (Buddy)  Rogers.  

Jenny  (..)  William  Henry,  Dorris  Bowdon 

Tin  Pan  Alley  (..) Alice  Faye,  Jack  Oakie,  Betty  Grable..  


UNITED  ARTISTS 


Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop  (..)..  Martha  Scott,  William  Gargan 

Flotsam  (.  .)  Fredric  March,  Margaret  Sullavan 

Great  Dictator,  The  (129)  ....  Charles  Chaplin,  Paulette  Goddard Oct.  26 

Road  Show  (..) Adolphe  Menjou,  Carole  Fandis 


UNIVERSAL 


Bank  Dick,  The  ( . . ) W.  C.  Fields  

.Green  Hornet  Strikes  Again  Warren  Hull  

Invisible  Woman  (..) John  Barrymore,  Virginia  Bruce 

Margie  (.’>8)  Miseha  Auer,  Nan  Grey,  Tom  Brown... 

Streets  of  Cairo  (.  .) Sigrid  Gurie  


Dec. 

27 

Dec. 

24 

Dec. 

13 

Dec. 

6 

Dec. 

20 

Sept.  21 


WARNER  BROS. 


• Four  Mothers  (..).. 
Honeymoon  for  Three 

High  Sierra  ( . . ) 

Meet  John  Doe  (..). 
Santa  Fe  Trail  (..)• 


l.ane  Sisters  

(..)....  George  Brent,  Ann  Sheridan.... 

Humphrey  Bogart,  Ida  Lupine.. 

Gary  Cooper,  Barbara  Stanwyck. 

Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  de  Havilland 


Barnyard  Follies — John  Archer,  Mary  Lee,  Rufe 
Davis,  Jed  Prouty,  June  Storey.  Director;  Frank 
McDonald.  Producer:  Armand  Schaefer. 

(Completed) 


UNIVERSAL 

The  Bank  Dick — W.  C.  Fields,  Una  Merkel,  Dick 
Purcell,  Franklin  Pangborn,  Grady  Sutton.  Di- 
rector: Edward  F.  Cline.  Original;  W.  C.  Fields. 

(Completed) 


WARNER-FN 

Strawberry  Blonde — James  Cagney,  Rita  Hay- 
worth, Olivia  de  Havilland,  Alan  Hale,  Jack 
Carson.  Director:  Raoul  Walsh,  Producer;  Wil- 
liam Cagney.  Original:  James  Hagen.  Screenplay: 
Richard  Sherman.  (Starting) 

(Based  upon  the  Broadway  play,  "One  Sunday 
Afternoon,”  and  once  made  in  the  early  days 
of  talking  pictures). 


^^Enclosed  lind  ad  copy  and  check 
covering  running  of  equipment 
for  sale  ad  four  times.  Wish  to 
say  also  that  I could  scarcely 
run  my  theatre  without  BOX- 
OFFICE.  It's  tops  as  a show- 
man's publication." 

—TEMPLE  SUMMERS. 
Palace  Theatre, 

Glen  Rose.  Texas 


70 


BOXOFFICE  ::  October  26,  1940 


AN  INTERPRETATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  OPINIONS  DEDUCED  FROM 
THE  LANGUAGE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  PAPER  REVIEWS. 


WIQW 


The  plus  and  minus  sifirns  Indicate  the  decree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Where  our  compiler  is  unable  to  form 
any  opinion  from  the  review  the  sicn  “o”  is  used.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review.  This  department  serves  also  as  an 
Alphabetical  Index  to  feature  releases.  Llstincs  cover  reviews  appearinc  by  the  Saturday  precedinc  date  of  this  issue. 
It  will  be  broucht  up  to  date  from  week  to  week.  The  meaninc  of  the  various  siens  and  t'leir  combinations  is  as  follows: 


ttVery  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  -i- Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor 

In  the  summary  Is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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A 

Five  Little  Peppers  In 

Trouble  (Col)  

-f- 

-f- 



2-4  3— 

All  This,  and  Heaven  Too  (FN) 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

164- 

Flowiiiff  Gold  (WB)  

-1- 

-H- 

4- 

4- 

dz 

it 

9-4  6— 

Andy  Hardy  Meets 

Foreign  Corresi)ondent  (UA).. 

■H 

4f 

-4 

tt 

4f 

++ 

4F 

-H- 

15-4 

Debutante  (M-G-M)  

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

144- 

Four  Sons  (20th-F<»x) 

41- 

4- 

4f 

41- 

O 

41- 

-4 

10-4 

Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col)  . . 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

4- 

9-1-  2— 

Frontier  Crusader  (PRC) 

-f- 

3— 

Anne  of  Windy  Poplars  <ItKO) 

— 

= 

4- 

4- 

It 

+ 

— 

5-1-  6— 

Frontier  Vengeance  (Univ) .... 

o 



4- 

4- 

3-4  2— 

Ape,  The  (Mono)  

4- 

4- 

2-4 

Fuffitive,  The  (Cniv) 

_ 

-H 

•4 

4)- 

H- 

-4 

-f- 

7-4  4— 

Argentine  Nights  (Univ) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-1-  2— 

Fuffitive  From  Justice  (WB).. 

-t- 

_ 

-4 

-4 

4- 



6-1-  4— 

Arise  My  Love  (Para) 

-H- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

124- 

Fuffitive  From  a Prison  Camp 

Arizona  Frontier  (Rep)  

o 

1-4  1- 

(Col)  

= 

it 

3-4  6— 

Bad  Man  From  Red  Butte 

G 

(Univ)  

-1- 

4- 

4-1-  2- 

Gamblinc:  on  Hi&:h  Seas  (WB) . 

it 

dz 

4- 

it 

6-4  6— 

Before  I Hang  (Col) 

+ 

4- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

54- 

Gay  Caballero,  The  (20th-Fox) 

-f 

it 

dz 

4- 

4- 

_ 

4- 

6-4  3— 

Bill  of  Divorcement  (RKO) . . . 

-f 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

0-1-  1- 

Gliost  15reakers  (Para) 

4f 

-H 

■H 

-H- 

++ 

-4 

+1 

-H- 

1.5-4 

Biscuit  Eater,  The  (Para) 

-t- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

4- 

44 

4- 

l«4- 

Girl  From  Avenue  A (20th-Fox) 

4- 

it 

4- 

= 

— 

5-j-  G — 

Black  Diamonds  (Univ) 

-4- 

•4- 

4- 

4- 

-+- 

-t- 

-4- 

8-f-  6— 

Girl  From  God’s  ('oiintr>  (Rep) 

-4 

4- 

-4 

4- 

•4 

-H 

4- 

Blackout  (UA)  

4- 

1-4 

Girl  From  Havana  (Rep) 

it 

” 

dz 

it 

4- 

6-4  6— 

Bloiidie  Haai  Servant  Trouble 

Girl  in  313  (20th-Fox) 

It 

— 

— 

4- 

O 

— 

5-|-  6 — 

(Col)  

-f 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-4 

Girls  of  the  Road  (Col) 

— 

dz 

4^ 

4- 

— 

6-4  6— 

Boom  Town  (M-G-M) 

4+ 

4+ 

44 

44 

fl- 

++ 

ft- 

11-4 

Glamour  for  Sale  (Col) 

= 

1-4  3— 

Boys  From  luiyracuse  (Univ)... 

-1- 

+ 

4+ 

44 

44 

-1- 

-1- 

++ 

12-4 

Golden  Fleecing,  The  (M-G-M) 

-f 

4- 

dz 

4- 

+ 

41 

41 

9+  1- 

Boys  of  the  City  (Mono) 

-f 

-1- 

2-1-  2— 

Golden  Gloves  (Para) 

-4 

4- 

4- 

-H- 

-h 

— 

9_|_  3 — 

Bride  Wore  Crutches  (20th-Fox) 

H- 

-f- 

3-1-  a— 

Golden  'Trail,  The  (Mono) 

~ 

4-4  8— 

Brigham  Young — Frontiers- 

Gold  Rush  Malsie  (M-G-M)  . . . 

-4 

— 

4- 

4- 

dz 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-4  2— 

Grand  Ole  Opry  (Rep) 

— 

4- 

-4 

-4 

4- 

4- 

8-4  3— 

man  (20th-Fox)  

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

15-4 

Great  Dictator,  Tlie  (UA) 

-4 

4F 

4+ 

4F 

4- 

9-4  1- 

Brother  Urcliid  (\VB) 

+ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

10-4 

Great  MeGinty,  Tlie  (Para)  .... 

-H- 

-f 

-H 

-1+ 

-H- 

41 

41 

14-(-  1 — 

c 

Great  Profile,  The  (20th-Fox) . 

-t- 

-H- 

-H- 

-H- 

■H- 

4- 

■H 

13-4  1— 

Gun  Code  (PRC)  

4- 

4- 

24- 

Calling  All  Husbands  (WB)... 

o 

— 

— 

2-4  4— 

Captain  Caution  (UA)  

+ 

dz 

4t 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

9-4  2— 

Captain  Is  a Lady  (M-G-M) . . . 

+ 

4- 

4- 

— 

4- 

7-4  4— 

H 

Carolina  Moon  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

44 

4- 

7-4  2— 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M) 

-t- 

it 

dz 

4- 

= 

6-4  6— 

Carson  City  Kid  (Rep) 

dz 

4- 

4- 

4-4  2- 

Haunted  House  (Mono) 

4- 

4- 

O 

4- 

4- 

5-4  1- 

Chamber  of  Horrors  (Mono)  . . . 

2-4  2— 

He  Stayed  for  Breakfast  (Col) 

4- 

tt 

-ff 

++ 

-H- 

-H- 

15-4 

Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax 

Hidden  Gold  (Para) 

dz 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

7-4  2- 

Museum  (20th-Fox)  

+ 

_ 

ziz 

4- 

o 

4- 

4- 

6-4  3— 

Hired  Wife  (Univ)  

-H- 

+ 

-H- 

++ 

-H- 

-H- 

-H- 

-H 

15-4 

Chan's  Murder  Cruise  (/20-Fox) 

+ 

4- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

«4- 

Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

-H 

4- 

4- 

4- 

7-4 

Cherokee  Striij  (Para) 

+ 

4- 

4- 

44 

6-4  1— 

Hold  That  \\  oiiutn  (PRC)  .... 

4- 

dz 

4- 

— 

3-4  2- 

Christmas  in  July  (Para) 

4+ 

4- 

dz 

44 

44 

# 

44 

44 

14-1-  1— 

Hot  Steel  (Univ) 

— 

it 

4- 

dz 

6-4  6— 

City  for  Conquest  (WB) 

++ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16-4 

Howards  of  Virginia  (Col) .... 

4+ 

-H- 

4+ 

-H- 

-H- 

41 

44 

i-‘4- 

Code  of  the  Cactus  (SR) 

— 

1- 

Colorado  (Rep)  

— 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4-4  2- 

I 

Cumin’  Round  the  Mountain 

1 ('iiii’t  (live  \ oil  Anythlnt; 

(Para)  

— 

— 

— 

4-4  7- 

But  Love  (Univ) 

_ 

-4 

_ 

-4 



4- 

4- 

6-4  4— 

Cross  Country  Romance  (RKO) 

+ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

it 

4- 

4- 

8-4  2— 

1 Love  You  Again  (M-(i-M)  . . 

■t+ 

H 

-M- 

4f 

4f 

H 

4+ 

144- 

D 

I Married  Adventure  (Col) .... 

4- 

it 

Ip 

•H- 

•H- 

dz 

4- 

10-4  4— 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO) . . . 

-1- 

44 

4- 

8-4  3— 

1 lake  This  Oalh  (PRC) 

■±_ 

y 

.3-4  2- 

Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para) .... 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6-4  3— 

I Want  a Divorce  (Para) 

+ 

4+ 

4- 

ft- 

-H- 

++ 

++ 

-4+ 

14-4 

Devil’s  Island  (WB) 

4- 

2-4  1- 

I’m  Nohodj  *s  Sw  eetheart 

Diamond  Frontier  (Univ) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

7-4  6- 

Now  (Univ)  

+ 

4- 

4- 

++ 

4- 

O 

4- 

4- 

«4- 

Dispatch  From  Reuters  (WB) 

4+ 

44 

44 

44 

o 

44 

44 

12-4 

I’m  Still  Alive  (RKO) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-|-  5 — 

Dr.  Christian  Meets  the 

In  Disguise  (20th-Fox) 

1-4  1- 

Women  (RKO)  

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-4  4- 

Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home 

E 

(M-G-M)  

+ 

44 

4- 

4- 

O 

4- 

4- 

7-4 

Kid  From  Santa  Fe  (Mono) . . . 



— 

4- 

±2 

2-4  3— 

Doomed  to  Die  (Mono) 

4- 

— 

4- 

7-4  6- 

Kit  Carson  (UA)  

4- 

4- 

± 

4- 

44 

9-4  2— 

Down  Argentine  Way  (20-Fox) 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

15-4 

Knute  Rockne — Ail  American 

Dreaming  Out  Loud  (RKO) . . . 

Hh 

— 

dz 

dz 

4- 

4- 

7-4  8- 

(WB)  

-H- 

•H 

■H 

+f 

-H- 

++ 

++ 

44 

16-4 

Drums  of  the  Desert  (Mono)  . . 

4- 

+ 

+ 

4- 

dr 

6-4  2— 

Dulcy  (M-G-M)  

+ 

4- 

4- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

8-4  2— 

L 

Durango  Kid,  The  (Col) 

-1- 

-t- 

-t- 

4-4  2— 

I.aConga  Nights  (Univ) 

it 

T- 

zt 

8+  8— 

E 

Laddie  (RKO)  

it 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-4  4— 

Earl  of  Puddlestone  (Rep) .... 

:h 

4- 

4- 

7-4  6- 

Lady  in  Question,  The  (Col) . . 

-4 

4- 

± 

H 

4- 

-4 

8-4  2— 

Eartliboiind  (20th-Fox)  

— 

— 

O 

4- 

4- 

6-4  5— 

Ladies  Must  Live  (FN) 

4- 

— 

=i= 

O 

4- 

5+  4^ 

Everything  Is  Rhythm  (Astor) 

1-4  1- 

Last  Alarm  (Mono) 

4- 

-4 

It 

4- 

7-4  ■»- 

Laufirhingr  at  Datisrer  (Mono) . . . 

4- 

± 

dz 

4- 

4- 

4- 

-4 

8-4  3— 

F 

Leather  Pushers,  The  (Univ) . . 

4- 

dz 

-H 

4- 

4- 

7-4  2— 

Father  Is  a Prince  (WB) 

1— 

Leopard  Men  of  Africa  (SR).. 

it 

4- 

2-4  1- 

Fight  for  Life,  The  (Col) 

+ 

4- 

2-f 

Liglitning  Strikes  West  (SR) . . 

2-4  2— 

BOXOFFICE  ::  October  26,  1940 


71 


■H-Very  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  -h  Mediocre;  — Poor;  —Very  Poor 


In  the  summary  H is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


4) 

O 

o 
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x 

‘h 

fl  4* 

5 4 

>. 

£ 

*3 

1 •- 

— o 

0 

?lb. 

S.i 

0 

E 

E 

Title  Distr. 

0 

03 

Doo: 

c3 

>• 

t 

!j)h 

C 4 

ncd 

d:> 

3 

CO 

rilliaii  Kiissell  (20th-Fox) 

4+ 

++ 

■H- 

++ 

+4 

44 

14+  2— 

Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ)  . . . 

++ 

+ 

+ 

•H 

-H- 

+ 

4+ 

44 

13+ 

Little  Miss  Molly  (Mono) 

o 

1+  1- 

Lone  Wolf  Meets  a l-ady  (Tol) 

+ 

ih 

+ 

=;i 

+ 

6+  3— 

Long  Voyage  Home  (UA) 

+ 

-H- 

++ 

•H- 

+4 

■H- 

44 

13+ 

Love,  Honor  and  Oh  Baby 
(lHiiv)  

2+  6— 
G-|~  6- 

Lucky  Cisco  Kid  (20th-Fox) . . . 

— 

+ 

-1- 

Lucky  Partners  (RKO) 

+f 

+ 

H 

++ 

44 

44 

15+ 

M 


Mad  Men  of  Kurope  (Col) ..... 

+ 

± 

Ijl 

+ 

+ 

5+  2— 

Man  1 Married  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

4- 

+ 

+ 

9+ 

Man  Who  Talked  T<»o  Much, 

The  (VVB)  

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  4— 

Manhattan  Heartbeat  (20-Fox) 

— 

IP 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

6+  3— 

Margie  (Univ)  

— 

=i= 

rp 

o 

± 

6+  7- 

Maryland  (20th.-Fox)  

+ 

It 

+ 

44 

o 

+ 

+ 

8+  2— 

Mayor’s  Dilemma  (Alliance)... 

+ 

1-1- 

Meet  the  Wildcat  (Univ) 

1+  1- 

Melody  and  Moonlight  (Hep) . . 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

9+  1- 

*Men  Aarainst  the  Sky  (RKO)  . . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

it 

a+  1- 

Slexican  Spitfire  Out  West 

(KKO)  

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

it 

5+  1- 

Military  Academy  (Col) 

it 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  4- 

Millionaires  in  Prison  (RKO). 

+ 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

0 

+ 

7+  2— 

Money  and  the  W’oman  (WB). 

it 

it 

— 

+ 

It 

IP 

7+  7— 

Moon  Over  Burma  (Para) 

+ 

it 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

7+  1- 

Mortal  Storm,  The  (M-G-M)  . . 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

+ 

13+ 

Mummy’s  Hand,  The  (Univ)  . . 

+ 

— 

o 

+ 

+ 

5+  3— 

Murder  in  the  Air  (FN) 

+ 

+ 

it 

o 

6+  4- 

Murder  in  the  Nigrht  (SR).... 

= 

- 

d: 

2+  6— 

My  Love  Came  Back  (FN).... 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

9-t- 

Mystery  Sea  Raider  (Para) .... 

+ 

+ 

it 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

9+  2— 

N 


New  Moon  (M-O-M) 

• -4- 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

-4- 

4- 

44 

12+ 

Night  Train  (20th-rox) 

+ 

14- 

No  Time  for  Comedy  (VVTJ) . . 

■ 44 

-f 

+ 

# 

44 

4- 

4- 

it 

11+  1- 

O 

Oklahoma  Reneffades  (Rep)  . . 

• + 

-1- 

-1- 

O 

34- 

Oil  the  Spot  (Mono).... 

One  Came  Home  (.M-G-M).... 

■ + 

— 

-f 

o 

4- 

— 

5-1-  3- 

One  Crowded  Night  (RKO) . . 

. ± 

± 

=t 

-4- 

-1- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8+  3— 

One  Man’s  Law  (Rep) 

-1- 

+ 

6-f  3— 

One  Million  B.  C.  (UA) 

_ 

tl 

-4- 

O 

± 

6+  6— 

Our  Town  (CA) *.  .. 

Out  West  With  the  Peppers 

• 44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

(Col)  

— 

— 

-4- 

:+i 

— 

— 

3+  7— 

P 


Passport  to  Alcatraz  (Col) 

4- 

— 

4- 

4- 

-1- 

— 

5-f  4— 

Pastor  Hall  (UA) 

44 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

4- 

10+  2— 

riiaiitom  Raiders  (M-G*M).... 

+ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

4- 

2t, 

8+  1- 

riiaiitoin  Waffon,  The  (Col).... 

+ 

1-1- 

Tier  13  (20th-Fox) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

+ 

4- 

8+  3— 

Pop  Always  Pays  (RKO) 

4- 

4- 

It 

4- 

O 

4- 

4- 

7+  2- 

Prairie  Law  (KKO) 

4- 

It 

4- 

4- 

4- 

O 

4- 

6+  1- 

Pride  and  Prejudice  (M-G-M)  . 

4- 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

13+ 

Private  Affairs  (Univ) 

4- 

it 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-1-  3— 

Public  Deb  No.  1 (2()th-rox) . . 

— 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6+  4— 

Q 

Quarterback,  The  (Para) 

± 

4- 

4- 

8+  5— 

(pieeii  of  Destiny  (RKO) 

44 

44 

44- 

(pieen  of  the  Mob  (Para) 

± 

— 

4- 

4- 

4- 

It 

± 

— 

7+  5- 

Queen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono) . . . 

4- 

IP 

4- 

O 

4- 

4- 

6+  2— 

R 


Ragtime  Cowboy  Joe  (Univ) . . 

4- 

2*2 

4- 

4- 

5+  2— 

Rainbow  Over  the  Kang:e 

(Mono)  

4- 

4- 

± 

6+  4— 

Ramparts  We  W’atch  (RKO) . . 

o 

-H 

4- 

44 

4- 

44 

4- 

9-1-  2— 

Rang:e  Busters  (Mono) 

44 

4- 

-F 

4- 

4- 

4- 

14- 

Ranger  and  the  Lady  (Rep) . . . 

± 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4+  1- 

Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para) .... 

4- 

it 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

13+  1— 

Return  of  Frank  James  (20-Fox) 

4- 

4- 

it 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

11+  1- 

Return  of  Wild  Bill  (Col) 

4- 

— 

4- 

4- 

3+  1- 

Rh.vthm  on  the  River  (Para) . . 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13+ 

Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep) . 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

64- 

Riders  From  Nowhere  (Mono) . 

it 

it 

2+  2— 

River's  Fnd  (WB) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

o 

4- 

6+  2— 

Rocky  Mountain  Rangers  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44- 

Title  Distr. 

Boxoffice 

Harrison’s 

Reports 

Variety' 

Showmen's 
Trade  Rev. 

Film  Daily 

M.  P.  Dally 

Hollywood 

Reporter 

Hollywood 

V’ariet.v 

Summary 

o 

.Safari  (Para)  

± 

-- 

— 

4- 

-h 

4- 

8+  6— 

Sailor’s  Lady  (20th-Fox) 

ip 

4- 

-F 

= 

7+  7— 

•Saint  Takes  Over  (RKO) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

»4- 

.Sandy  Is  a Lady  (Univ) 

4- 

IP 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-1-  3— 

Scatterbrain  (Rep)  

4- 

4- 

2^ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8+  1- 

Sea  Hawk,  The  (W'B) 

44 

± 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

13+  1— 

Secret  Seven  (Col)  

ip 

it 

2*2 

2*2 

4- 

4- 

— 

— 

6+  6— 

Sing:,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep) 

±: 

_ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

-h 

4- 

7+  3- 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M) 

— 

4- 

o 

= 

2+  6— 

Sligrhtly  Tempted  (Univ) 

± 

4- 

-1- 

4- 

± 

5-1-  2— 

So  You  Won’t  Talk  (Col) 

± 

2*2 

it 

4- 

— 

5+  6— 

Son  of  Roaring:  Dan  (Univ).... 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44- 

South  of  Paffo  Paffo  (UA) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

o 

4- 

7+  1- 

South  to  Karang:a  (Univ) 

4- 

— 

4- 

4- 

4- 

±1 

It 

7+  4- 

Spies  in  the  Air  (SR)c 

— 

1+  2- 

Sporting  Blood  (M-G-M)...... 

o 

4- 

2*2 

± 

4- 

2±^ 

7+  5- 

Spring  Parade  (Univ) 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

15+ 

Stage  to  Chino  (RKO) 

4- 

44 

4- 

-h 

4- 

4- 

-h 

84- 

Stagecoach  War  (Para).....,. 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6+  1- 

Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor 

(RKO)  

4- 

4- 

± 

4- 

4- 

8+  4- 

Street  of  IMemories  (20th-Fox)  . 

± 

— 

-h 

O 

4+  4— 

strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M)  . 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44  164- 

Susan  and  God  (M-G-M).. 

4- 

4- 

44 

4- 

44 

4- 

9+  1- 

T 


Texas  Stagecoach  (Col) 

± 

4- 

4- 

4+  2- 

That  Gang  of  Mine  (Mono)  .... 

it 

2^ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

— 

it 

6+  4— 

They  Drive  by  Night  (WB) 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

14+ 

They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(KKO)  

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

14+  1— 

Thief  of  Bagdad  (UA) 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

Third  Finger,  Left  Hand 

(M-G-M)  

44 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13+ 

Tho'J.e  ^Vere  the  Days  (Para).. 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8+  1- 

Three  Faces  tVest  (Rep) 

2^ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

9+  2— 

Three  Men  From  Texas  (Para) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6-h 

Thundering  Frontier  (Col) .... 

— 

2^ 

— 

3+  5— 

Too  Many  Girls  (RKO) 

4- 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13+  1— 

r.  Brown’s  School  Days  (RKO) 

44 

44 

4- 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

Torpedo  Raider  (Mono) 

IP 

4- 

2+  1- 

Torrid  Zone  (FN) 

44 

4- 

i- 

4+ 

+ 

+ 

-1- 

9+ 

Trailin’  Double  Troul>le  (Mono) 

=P 

4- 

-h 

«) 

4- 

2*2 

5+  2— 

Triple  Justice  (RKO 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

5+  1- 

Tug^boat  Annie  Sails  Affain 

(UA)  

4- 

14- 

Tulsa  ICid,  The  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

7+  3- 

U 


Under  Texas  Skies  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

5+  1- 

Untamed  (Para)  

_ 

it 

4- 

4- 

0 

2t. 

-H 

6+  5— 

Up  in  the  Air  (Mono) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6+  1- 

V 

Villain  Still  Pursued  Her, 

The  (RKO)  

2^ 

— 

— 

0 

6+  7- 

W 

W’agon  Train  (KKO)  

4- 

4- 

2^ 

0 

4- 

4- 

5+  1- 

Wagons  Westward  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

— 

7+  3- 

Way  of  All  Flesh  (Para) 

— 

— 

— 

6+  8- 

We  Who  Are  Young  (i\I-G-M)  . 

dt 

44 

44 

4- 

4- 

10+  4— 

West  of  Abilene  (Col) 

4- 

it 

4- 

4-1-  2— 

Westerner,  The  (UA) 

4- 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

12+  1— 

tVhen  the  Daltons  Rode  (Univ) 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

W’ho  Is  Guilty?  (Mono) 

— 

tl 

± 

4-f-  5— 

Wildcat  Bus  (KKO)  

IP 

It 

= 

4+  8- 

Wild  Horse  Range  (Mono).... 

2t. 

3+  3— 

Women  in  AVar  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

-I- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

8+  1- 

World  in  Flames  (Para) 

44 

4- 

44 

4- 

4- 

14- 

AVyoming  (M-G-M)  

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

4- 

4- 

9+  1- 

Y 

Yesterday's  Heroes  (20th-Fox) 

4- 

it 

4- 

6+  4— 

You  Can’t  Fool  Your  Wife 

(RKO)  

4- 

it 

0 

-h 

7+  5- 

Young  Bill  Hickok  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6+  2— 

Voung  People  (20th-Fox) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

44 

4- 

4- 

4- 

10+ 

You’re  Not  So  Tough  (Univ) . .1. 

— 

4- 

0 

4- 

6+  4— 

Youtli  W'ill  Be  Served 

(20th-Fox)  

4- 

4- 

— 

4- 

4+  2— 

Yukon  Flight  (Mono)..; 

4- 

2+  1- 
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Numeral  is  production  number.  Kiinning^  time  follows  title.  First  date  is  national 
release,  second  the  date  of  review  in  BOXOFF'ICE;  both  1940  unless  otherwise 
specified.  The  symbol  between  the  dates  is  rating-  from  the  BOXOFFICE  review: 
fj-  Very  good,  -|-  Good,  it  Fair,  rp  Mediocre,  — Poor,  = Very  Poor.  ^ Indicates  short 
of  the  week.  0 Indicates  Technicolor. 


^h<ytt6  &hatt 


l»rocl.  Kel.  Rat-  I’rotl.  Rel.  Rat-  Prod.  Rel.  Rat- 

No.  Title  Date  iiig:  Kev’d  No.  Title  Date  ingr  Kev’d  No.  Title  Date  ing  Rev’d 


Columbia 

ATX-STAK  OOMKDIES 


.Boobs  in  the  Woods  (17)  ..  5-31  = ^-22 

1438.  .rireiiian  Save  My  Choo- 

Choo  (18)  8-9  -I-  a-.31 

1437..  His  Bridal  Fright  (16)...  7-18  

1438.. Mone,v  Squawks  (17) 4-5  .... 

1431 . . Pardon  M.v  Berth  Marks 

(18)  3-22  -f-  3-16 

2421.  .Pleased  to  Mitt  You  (18)..  9-6  

1421.. 5.innv  tile  Mooeher  (16y>)  9-8  .... 

1434..  50.th  of  the  Boudoir  (18).  5-17  -e  6-ir, 

2422..  5.ook  Speaks,  The  (18)...  9-20  + 10-10 

1436.  .Taming  of  the  Snood  (10).  6-28  .... 

9437.  .Troul)le  Finds  Andy 

Clyde  (18)  7-28  

1133..  You’re  Next  (17) 4-  5 ± 7-22 

CINRSCOPKS 

1974..  Berth  of  a Queen  (11) 3-15  4-20 

2971..  Hobby  Lobby  (11) 8-30  -|-  9-21 

2972 ..  Industrial  Green  Island 

(10)  9-20  

1975..  0.d  Vaoations  (HVz) 6-16  .... 

COl.DR  RHAPSODIES 
(In  Teehnieolor) 

1.508.  .Blaekhoard  Revue  (7) 3-15  

1510..  Egg  Hunt,  The  (7%) 5-31  6-15 

1509.  .Greyhound  and  the  Rabbit, 

The  (71/2)  4-19  + 4-27 

8502..  ©Mr.  Elephant  Goes  to 

Town  (7V„>  10-4  ... 

2501.  .Tttngled  Television  (7y2)..  8-.30  + 10-19 

1512..  Timid  Pup,  The  (8) 8-1  ± 8-31 


1511..  Ye  Olde  Swap  Shoppe  (714.)  0-28 

COLUMBIA  TOURS 

2551 ..  Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 

la  Varre  Productions) 


(11)  8-16  

1558 . . In  the  Land  of  Pagodas 

(9)  6-14  

2653 . . Old  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (10)  9-27  

1557.  .Pleasure  hound  in  Canada 

(9)  5-17  

2552..  5.voy  in  the  Alps  (I.a 

Varre  Production)  (10).  9-13  .... 

COMMUNITY  SING 
1656.  No.  6 (Medley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28  

FABI.ES  CARTOONS 

1754.  .Barnyard  Babies  (IVz)  . ■ . . 6-14 

2751..  Farmer  Tom  Thumb  (7)..  9-13  + 10-19 

1 7.55.  . Pooch  Parade  (6) 7-19  .... 

1753.  .Practice  Makes  Perfect 

(6)  4-5  ± 4-27 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 

1705..  Fish  p'oRies  (6) 5-10  

1706..  News  Oddities  (6) 7-19  .... 

17.56..  Peep  in  the  Deep,  A (61/2)  8-23  -|-  8-31 

1707..  5.hool  Boy  Dreams  (7)..  8-30  .... 


SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 


(Series  19) 

1866..  No.  6 (10) 3-29  ± 3-16 

Hollywood  Recreations. 

1857.  .No.  7 (10) 6-3  

Wardrobe  Besigners. 

18.58..  No.  8 (10) 6-7  

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

1859..  No.  9 (10) 7-10  

Ken  Murray. 

1860..  No.  10  (9) 8-10  ± 8-31 

Jack  Oakle. 

SPORT  REEI.S 

• 809.. Canvas  Capers  (11) 7-19  .... 

■’801  Muster  of  Cue  With  Willie 

Hoppe  (10)  9-20  + 10-19 

1808..  5.ving  Strokes  With  Sam 

Snead  (10)  6-28  .... 

1807..  5.ort  of  Kings  (10) 5-24  ± 7-6 

1806.  .Tomorrow’s  Stars  (10)....  4-19  4-27 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
1406.  .A  ’Plumbing  We  Will  Go 

(18)  4-19  

2401..  From  Nurse  to  Worse  (17)  8-23  -|-  8-31 

1408.  .How  High  Is  Up  (16) 7-16  = 8-3 

1407..  Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14  

20TH  ANNIVERSARY  SNAPSHOTS  ’ 

2851.  .No.  1 (10) 9-6 

2852..  No.  S (10).. 10-18  

WASHINGTON  PARADE 

1904..  No.  4 (Social  Security) 

(10)  • - 6-10  -f  6-15 

1905..  No.  5 (The  Archives)  (11).  7-  4 -j-  8-3 

1906..  No.  6 (Our  Nat’l  Defense) 

(10)  8-30  .... 

Series  3 

2901  No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10) 10-  4 .... 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

P-  5.. Buyers  Beware  (20) 8-17  4+  9-7 

P-  6.. Soak  the  Old  (20) 8-24  ± 9-28 

P-815.. Think  First  (21) 9-9  

P-  4.. Women  in  Hiding  (22),...  6-22  ± 7-6 


FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

T-59.  .Calling  on  Colombia  (8)..  3-16  4-27 

BOXOFFICE  ::  October  26,  1940 


T-211.  Capitol  City,  The— Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  (9) 8-31  41  9-7 

T-212 . . Cavalcade  of  San  Fran- 
cisco (9)  9-28  9-28 

T-61.. Modern  New  Orleans  (8)..  5-11  6-22 

T-60.. Sitka  and  Juneau  (9) 4-13  ± 4-27 

T-62..Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9) 6-8  zf:  6-8 

MINIATURES 

M-79.  .Servants  of  Mankind  (9)..  5-11  -f  6-8 
M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

(Technicolor) 

W-  90.  .Bookworm  Turns,  The 

(8)  7-20  -I-  8-31 

W-  85.. Home  on  the  Range  (9).  3-23  -j-  3-30 

W-  89.. Milky  Way,  The  (8) 6-22  + 7-6 

W-  92..  Papa  Gets  the  Bird  (8)  . . . 9-  7 9-28 

W-  26.. Rainy  Day,  A (7) 4-20  

W-  91.  .Romeo  in  Rhythm  (8)....  8-10  zt  9-7 

W-  87.. Swing  Social  (8) 5-18  .... 

W-  88.. Tom  Turkey  (7) 6-8  .... 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  Twice  Weekly 
OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

C-136..AI1  About  Hash  (11) 3-30  + 6-8 

C-138.  .Bubbling  Troubles  (11)...  5-25  ± 7-6 

C-.291..Good  Bad  Boys  (11) 8-31  -|-  9-7 

C-137..New  Pupil,  The  (11) 4-27  qr  4-27 

PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

K-126.  .Baron  and  the  Rose,  The 

(11)  9-7  41  9-28 

K-123 ..  Hidden  Master,  The  (11) 

(Sepia)  4-20  -f  4-27 

K-124..Wa.v  in  the  Wilderness, 

A (10)  (Sepia) 6-22  -f-  7-6 

K-122..XXX  Medico  (10)  (Sepia)  3-23  -f^  4-27 


PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 


S-110..Cat  College  (9)  (Sepia)..  6-29  .... 

S-107 ..  Domineering  Male,  The 

(10)  3-30  44  3-30 

S-113.  .Football  Thrills  of  1939  (10)  9-21  44  9-28 

S-112.  .Please  Answer  (9) 8-24  44  9-7 

S-108.. Spots  Before  Your  Eyes 

(10)  5-4  -4-  6-8 

S-109.  .What’s  Your  I.  Q.?  No.  2 

(r9)  6-10  ± 7-6 

SPECIAL 

X-151 . . y©Flag  Speaks,  The  (19)  6-14  ff  5-4 


Paramount 

ANIMATED  ANTICS 


IlO-l.. Dandy  Lion,  'The  (7) 9-20  ± 10-  5 

COLOR  CLASSICS 
(In  Technicolor) 

C9-3.  .Ants  in  the  Plants  (7)..,  3-15  ± 3-23 

C9-4..Kick  in  Time,  A (7) 5-17  ± 5-18 

C9-5.  .Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7)...  7-19  -j-  8-31 

C9-6.  .You  Can’t  Siioe  a Horse- 
fly (7)  8-23  -f-  8-24 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

K9-7.  .Pacific  Paradise  (10) 6-21  .... 

HEADLINER 

A9-  9.  .Blue  Barron  and  His 

Orchestra  (10)  5-31  -)-  6-22 

A9-  7 . . George  Olsen  and  His 

Music  (10)  3-15  

A9-  8.. Have  You  Met  Yvette  10)  4-26  4-  5-4 

Paul  Baron  and  Orch. 

AO-  1 . . y Moments  of  Charm  of 

1941  (11)  9-13  44  10-  5 

A9-10.  .Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch. 

(11)  7-19  -f  8-31 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 
Released  Twice  IVeekly. 
PARAGRAPHICS 

V9-  9.. Dangerous  Dollars  (11)...  6-28  .... 

Y9-  7.. Not  So  Dumb  (10) 3-15  

V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

No.  2 (11) 9-9  ± 8-24 

Y9-  8.  .©Television  Preview  (10).  5-17  44  5-18 


(Lanny  Ross-Ted  Husing) 
POPEYE  CARTOONS 


B9-10.. Doing  Iinpossikible  Stunts 

(7)  8-2  -I-  8-17 

E9-  9..Fightin’  Pals  (8) 7-12  44  8-17 

E8-11 . . It’s  the  Natural  Thing  to 

Do  (7)  7-28  ± 8-26 

E9-  5.  .Me  Feelings  Is  Hurt  (7).  4-12  q=  5-4 

E9-  8.. Nurse  Mates  (7)  6-21  .... 

E9-  6.. Onion  Pacific  (7) 5-24  + 6-22 

E6-  l..Popeye  Meets  William 

TeU  (7)  9-20  44  10-  5 

E9-12.  .Puttin’  on  the  Act  (7)...  8-30  -|-  8-24 

E9-  4..Stealin’  Ain’t  Honest  (7).  3-22  zfz  5-4 

E9-11.  .Wimmin’  Hadn’t  Oughta 

Drive  (7)  8-16  -(-  8-24 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

J9-5.  . (10)  5-3  + 5-4 

J9-6.  . (11)  6-28  ... 

JO-1..  (11)  9-6  -f  10-5 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

R9-10..Blue  Streak  (10) 4-19  -|-  6-4 


RO-  1.. Diving  Demons  (10) 9-6  4+  f®'  ® 

RO-  2.. Sporting  Everglades,  The 

(10)  10-4  

R9-13..Sink  or  Swim  (10) 7-12  

R9-  9.. Two  of  a Kind  (10) 3-22  ± 3-23 

STONE  AGE  CARTOONS 
B9-  5.  .Foul  Ball  Player,  Tlie 

(7)  5-24  ± 6-22 

B9-  9.  .Fulla  Bluff  Man,  The  (7).  8-  9 ± 8 24 

B9-  3.. Granite  Hotel  (7) 4-26  ± 5-18 

B9-11.  .Pedagogical  Institution  (7)  9-13  .... 

B9-10.  .S|)ringtime  in  the  Rock- 

age  (7)  8-30  

B9-  6.. Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 6-14  

B9-  4.. Way  Back  When  a Night 

Club  Was  a Stick  (7) . . . 5-lG  .... 

B9-  8.. Way  Back  Wlien  a Razz- 

herry  Was  a Fruit  (7)..  7-26  -f  8-17 

B9-12..Way  Back  When  Women 

Had  Their  Weigh  (7) . . . 9-27  .... 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPAITONS 
(In  Color) 

L9-4..NO.  4 (10)  3-29  5-4 

L9-5..NO.  5 (10)  5-31  -f-  5-18 

1.9-6.. No.  6 (11)  8-2  44  8-17 

LO-I..N0.  1 (11) -4-  10-5 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

Big  Hearted  Pluto  (..)...  1-24  .... 

04.105.  .Billposters  (8) 5-17  -|-  5-25 

04,107.  .Bone  Trouble  (9) 6-28  .... 

04.103 ..  Donald’s  Dog  Laundry  (8)  5-5  -f-  5-25 

04,109. -Donald’s  Vacation  (8) . . . 8-  9 44  8-10 

04. 114..  Eire  Chief  (..) 11-22  

04. 113..  Gone  With  the  Wliirlvvind 

(..)  11-  1 

04.106.  .Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8)..  6-7  .... 

04. 112..  Mr.  Mouse  Takes  a Trip 

(8)  10-11  


Pantry 

Pirate  ( . 

■) 

1-  3 

04,110.  .Pluto’s 

Dream  House  (8) . 

8-30 

+ 

9-21 

04,108.  Put-Put 

Trouble 

(7) 

7-19 

04,102 . . Kiveter, 

The  (7)  . 

3-15 

04,104.  .Tugboat 

Mickey 

(7) 

4-20 

5-25 

04,111.  .Window 

Cleaners 

(8) 

9-20 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 

03.404 ..  Mutiny  in  tile  County  (17)  5-3  .... 

13. 401..  5unk  by  the  Census  (18).  9-  6 rt  9-21 

03,403.  .’Taint  Legal  (16) 5-24  

Trailer  Tragedy  (17) 10-18  .... 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 
03,701.  .Bested  by  a Beard  (20)...  7-26  


13,701.. He  Asked  for  It  (18) 

. 9-27 

9-21 

13,702.  .Tattle  Talevision  (19) 

. 11-29 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

03,108.. No.  8 (18) 

. 3-15 

+ 

3-16 

Canada  at  War. 

03, 109.. No.  9 (19) 

. 4-12 

4-20 

America’s  Youth — 1940. 

03, no.. No.  10  (19) 

. 5-10 

+ 

6-18 

The  Piiilippines. 

03,111.. No.  11  (18) 

. 6-  7 

+ 

6-22 

The  U.  S.  Navy. 

03,112.. No.  12  (17) 

. 8-  2 

+ 

8-10 

Si>oils  of  Conquest. 

03,113..yNo.  13  (20) 

. 8-24 

If 

8-31 

Gateways  to  Panama. 

13,101.. No.  1 (19) 

. 9-13 

++ 

9-21 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 

13, 102.. No.  2 (18) 

.10-  4 

+ 

10-19 

Britain’s  R.  A.  E. 

PATllE  INFORMATION 

PLEASE 

04,208..  No.  8 (10) 

. 3-22 

-t- 

4-13 

04,209..  No.  9 (11) 

. 4-19 

+ 

4-27 

04, 210.. No.  10  (11) 

. 5-17 

-H- 

6-22 

04, 211.. No.  11  (10) 

. 6-14 

-4- 

6-15 

04,212.  .4^No.  12  (12) 

. 7-12 

■H 

7-13 

04,213.. No.  13  (11) 

. 8-  9 

-t- 

8-10 

14,201.. No.  1 (11) 

9-16 

9-21 

14,202.. No.  2 (10) 

10-  4 

PATHB  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 
RADIO  FI4A8H  COMEDIES 

03,205.  .Goodness,  a Ghost  (16).. 

. 7-  5 

. 7-28 

PATHB  SPORTSCOPE 

04,312 . .Arrow'  Points  (8) 

, 7-  5 

9-21 

04,309.  .Court  Favorites  (8) 

. 5-12 

-!- 

4-27 

04,308.  .Flycasting  (9)  

. 5-15 

-1- 

4-13 

04,311 ..  ^Hurdle  Hoppers  (9).... 

6-  7 

14,302.  .Kentucky  Royalty  (9).... 

9-27 

14,301 ..  Quail  Quest  (9) 

8-30 

+ 

9-21 

04,310.  .Silent  Wings  (9) 

. 5-10 

+ 

6-22 

04,611.  .Streamlined  (9)  

6-21 

04,313.  .Trouble  Shooter  (9) 

8-  2 

+ 

9-21 

PICTURE  PEOPLE 

14,401..  No.  1 (10) 

9-13 

9-21 

14, 402.. No.  2 (9) 

10-11 

RAY  WHITI.EY  WESTERNS 

(New  Series) 

13, 501.. Bar  Buckaroos  (16) 

03,504 . . Corralling  a Schoolmarm 

11-  8 

(20)  

6-14 

+ 

8-10 

03,503 ..  Molly  Cures  a Cowboy  (19) 

3-22 
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WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  15 
Movietone  News,  No.  11 

War  in  Africa;  King  Michael  and  Queen  Mother 
of  Rumania  stroll  through  Bucharest;  Roosevelt 
visits  Dayton.  Ohio;  auto  show  in  New  York; 
Madison  Square  Garden  rodeo;  football. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  209 
Evacuation  of  Somaliland;  Roosevelt  tours  de- 
fense plants;  Willkie  in  New  England;  Rumanian 
royalty  strolls  Bucharest  streets;  Charlie  Mc- 
Carthy and  Edgar  Bergen  kid  the  army  air  force; 
football. 

Paraniount  News,  No.  14 

Draft  in  Canada;  auto  show  opens  in  New  York; 
Charlie  McCarthy  joins  the  army;  Roosevelt  de- 
fense tour;  Willkie  in  Boston;  air  fight  over 
Africa;  football. 

KKO  Rathe  News,  No.  14 
Roosevelt  inspects  defenses;  Willkie  in  New 
England;  R.  A.  F.  in  African  raids;  auto  show  in 
New  York;  California  opening  of  “They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted;’’  football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  919 
Roosevelt  in.spects  defenses;  planes  for  England 
in  manufacture;  Willkie  in  Boston;  Charlie  Mc- 
Carthy joins  army  air  force;  New  York  rodeo; 
auto  show;  football. 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  17 
Movietone  News,  No.  12 

Nation  registers  for  conscription;  Roosevelt’s 
conscription  day  broadcast;  Dionnes  listen  to 
Princess  Elizabeth  broadcast;  Catholic  hierarchy 
celebrates  100th  anniversary  of  church  in  Cali- 


fornia; Grand  Coulee  Dam  98  per  cent  com- 
pleted; Missouri  youth  wins  cotton-picking  con- 
test; auto  show;  football. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  210 
Nation  registers  for  conscription;  R.  A.  F. 
squadron  leader  reports  on  combat;  launch  cargo 
ship  sideways  in  San  Francisco;  Pan  American 
Day  at  West  Point;  fashions  at  the  auto  show; 
Dionne  quints  listen  to  Princess  Elizabeth  broad- 
cast; football. 

Paramount  News,  No.  15 
Last  Japanese  ships  to  sail  with  scrap  iron 
leave  Los  Angeles;  “Monterey”  sails  to  bring  back 
U.  S.  citizens  in  Orient;  scene  of  Tom  Mix’s  fatal 
accident;  youth  wins  Arkansas  cotton-picking  con- 
test and  $1,000;  Lindbergh  broadcasts  views  on 
isolationism,  national  policy;  football;  Conscrip- 
tion Day;  presidential  candidates  endorse  conscrip- 
tion. 

RKO  Rathe  News,  No.  15 
Army’s  motorized  units  in  action  in  Kentucky; 
quintuplets  hear  English  princess  broadcast;  air- 
line trains  navigators;  Russian  army  celebrates 
war  gains;  Lindbergh  criticizes  U.  S.  leaders;  foot- 
ball. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  920 
Registration  for  conscription;  President’s  draft 
message;  motorized  units  roll  in  Kentucky;  army 
trains  mules  for  action;  last  cargoes  of  scrap  iron 
sail  for  Japan;  launch  big  freight  ship  on  coast; 
Willkie  in  Buffalo;  quints  hear  Princess  Eliza- 
beth broadcast;  pioneer  festival  in  Missouri;  cot- 
ton picking  contest  in  Arkansas;  football. 


Brod. 

No. 

Title 

Rel. 

Date 

Bat- 

ing; 

Kev’d 

04,609. 

KEUUISMS 
(New  Series) 

• Air  Army  (9) 

. . 4-26 

++ 

4-27 

04,«13, 

.Hats  (9)  

. . 8-16 

04,f>08. 

• Siege  (10)  

4+ 

2-24 

■ Stray  Lamb  (8) 

. . 5-24 

4- 

6-15 

04,611 . 

.Streamlined  (9)  

. . 8-10 

8-10 

04,612. 

. M’eek  End  (9) 

20th  Century-Fox 

Ai)\  hikes  of  a >e\vs  camekaman 

0^01 . . CoiHuierin^  the  Colorado 

(11)  8-18  ff  8-19 

1201 . . ^Midgret  Motor  Mania 

(■  •)  11-8  -H-  10-19 

0201  . .SaiK  tiiar)  of  tile  Seals  (9)  0-  7 6-22 

BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOT— KIPLEY 

■H-  10-19 


+ 

+ 


+ 

+ 


10-19 


8-17 


3-30 

8-17 


1601 . .Acquitted  by  the  Sea  (10)  9-37 

EU  THOItUEUSEN — SPORTS 

0306.  . Aclion  on  lee  (9) 7-19 

1303.  .Bowling-  for  Strikes  (..).. 12-30 
1302.  .Lure  of  the  Trout  (..)...  10-11 
030.>..Uver  the  >even  Sea.s  (10)..  4-26 

1301 . .  @\ aeation  Time  in  Florida 

(8)  8-10  d 

E'AITIER  IILBBARO’S  ALASICAN 
AUVENTCRES 

0107 . .Cliiiihing  the  Spirit's  Home 

(10)  5-10 

1101  ..Eskimo  Trails  (10) 8-  2 

1103..  1.le  of  aijstery  (10) 10-25 

FASHIONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

0603 ..  Fashion  Forecasts  No.  7 

(8)  6-*l  

0604 ..  Fashion  Forecasts  No.  8 

(8)  6-21  

FO.V  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 
l.EW  LEHR  ANB  HIS  DRIBBLE  PUSS 
P.\K.AI)E 

0401 . .Cheerio  M.v  Dears  (9)....  7-5  .... 

1401.  .(.riinters  and  Oroaners  (8).  8-30  -|-  8-17 

0103.  Labor  Savers  (9) 4-12  .... 

1403.  .Tale  of  Butch  the  Parrot, 

The  (..)  12-6  

I.OHELL  THO.MAS  MAGIC  CARPET 
1102.  .^Florida,  l.and  of  Flowers 


(9) 


9-13  ± 8-17 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Rel.  Kat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


0516. 

0513. 

1505. 

1502 

1556. 


5241 
4268 . 


Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 7-12 

. >wi8s  Ski  Yodelers  (7)....  5-17 

. Snow  Man,  The  ( . . ) 12-13 

.Touchdown  Demons  (7)...  9-20 
©Temperamental  Lion,  The 
(..)  12-27 


-(-  6-8 
di  10-19 


Universal 


LANTZ  CARTUNES 
(Technicolor) 

.Crazyliouse  (IVs) 9-9 

.100  Pigmies  and  Andy 

I’anda  (7)  4-22 

. Kecruiting  Daze  ( . . ) 10-28 

GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GR.VHA.M  McNAMEE 


4359. 

.No. 

74 

(9) 

±, 

4-27 

4360. 

.No. 

75 

(9) 

-t- 

4-27 

4361 . 

. No. 

76 

(9) 

+ 

5-11 

4362. 

.No. 

77 

(9) 

5-27 

4- 

6-22 

4363. 

. N o. 

78 

(9) 

6-17 

4364 . 

. No. 

79 

(9) 

4- 

8-  3 

4365. 

.No. 

80 

(9*/2) 

8-1-4 

5351 . 

.No. 

81 

(9) 

9-27 

— 

9-21 

. 

.No. 

82 

(9) 

5353. 

.No. 

83 

(9) 

11-11 

0106..  Flying  Stewardess  (10)...  3-15 

1018..  1.le  of  the  East  (9) 5-24  6-8 

1104 . . Old  Dominion  State  ( . . ) . 11-22  .... 

TERRY-TOONS 
1551 . . ©Bill.v  Mouse’s  Akwakade 

(1)  8-9  8-17 

0:>.59.  .Catnip  Cai>ers  (7) 5-31  6-22 

1.501 . . Club  Life  in  the  Stone 

Age  ( . . ) 8-23  

1.503.  .Hapi>y  Haunting  Grounds 

(7)  10-18  

1553 . . How  Wet  M as  My  Ocean 

(7)  10-  4 o 10-19 

0511..  1.  Must  Be  Love  (7) 5-5  

0.558  . ©Just  a Little  Bull  (7)..  4-19  

0517.. 1.0.e  in  a Cottage  (7)....  7-28  .... 

1554.  .I2tnding  of  the  Pilgrims 

(.  .)  11-1  

1552..  Lucky  Duck,  The  (7) 9-6  .... 

1504..  Magic  Pencil,  The  (7)... 11-15  .... 

0.5.57 .. Much  Ado  About  Nothing 

(7) . . 3-22  3-30 

0514.  .Professor  Offkeyski  (7) 6-14  ± 6-8 

15.55.  .©Plane  Goofy  (7) 11-29  .... 

0515.  .Rover’s  Rescue  (7) 6-28  .... 


SPECIAL  TWO  KEELERS 

5110..  5wing  Mith  Bing  (19)....  9-  4 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

.No.  74  (81/2) 3-11 

. No.  75  (9) 4-15 

.No.  76  (9) 5-  6 

.No.  77  (9) 5-20 

.No.  78  (9) 6-10 

■ No.  79  (9) 7-  8 

.No.  80  (9) 8-  5 

.No.  81  (9) 9-16 

.No.  82  (9) 10-  7 

.No.  83  (8) 11-4 

TWO  REEL  MUSICALS 

5221..  Class  in  Swing  (17) 9-25 

5223.  .Congamania  (.  .)  10-23 

Jose  Cansino  Dancers, 
kiddie  Durant  & Orch. 

.F<dies  Parisienne  (18) 4-17 

Harry  Stafford-Leon  Belasco. 
.Hawaiian  Rhythm  (17)....  7-17 
Harry  Owens  and  His 
Royal  Hawaiians. 

. I Dream  of  Jeanie  M ith  the 


4379. 

4380. 

4381. 

4382. 

4383. 

4384. 

4385 . 

5371. 

5372 . 

5373. 


4228. 

4231. 


4233 . 
4227. 


4110 

4230. 

4229. 


9-  6 
6-17 
5-15 


51 07 . 
6202 

6201 

5108 

4008. 


Ijght  Brown  Hair  (17)  . 8-28 
.International  Revels  (17).  3-13 
M'illiam  G.  Sahbot, 

Janet  Collins. 

.March  of  Freedom  (21).. 
.Naughty  Nineties  (18)... 
.Swingin’  in  the  Born  (19) 

Texas  Jim  Lew  is  and 
His  Band. 

.Varsity  V anities  (1714)  • • 

Six  Hits  and  a Miss, 

Martha  Tilton. 

UNIVERSAL  NEM’S 
Released  Twice  M’eekly 

Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 
.Double  or  Nothing  (20)...  4-20 
Ed  Sullivan’s  Holljavood 

(..)  11-16 

..Just  a Cute  Kid  (20) 10-  5 

.Ihiblic  Jitterbug  No.  1 (19)  5-  4 
Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride  (20)..  9-  9 


8-  3 

4-27 

4- 27 

5- 11 

6- 22 
6-22 
7-27 
7-27 

9- 21 


4-20 

7-27 


9-21 

4-13 


7-  6 
6-22 


± 2-10 


6102  . 
6403. 


6401. 


SPORTS  PARADE 
(Color) 

..Dogs  You  Seldom  See  (10). 11 
, .Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

(10)  

.Fly  Fishing  (10) 

TECHNICOLOR 
5006.  .Cinderella’s  Feller  (20)  .. 

6001..  Flag  of  Humanity  (..).. 

5007..  Pony  Express  Days  (20). 
5008.  .Service  M'ith  the  Colors 

(20)  

5005.  .Singin’  Dude,  The  (20)  . 


11-30 

9-21 

6-  1 
10-19 

7- 13 

8- 31 
4-  6 


VIT.APHONE  VARIETIES 


5706 

5704 

5705 


.All  Girl  Revue  (10) 

.No  Parking  (10) 

.Radio  and  Relatives  (10). 


6-22 

3-30 

5-25 


Serials 

COLUMBIA 


1180 

1161- 

973 

972 

081 


15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, Ix)rna  Gray. 

75.  .Terry  and  the  Pirates  ... 
15  Chapters.  M'illiam 
Trac.v-Granville  Owens. 
REPUBI.IC 

. .Adventures  of  Red  Ryder. 

Don  “Red"  Barry. 
..Drums  of  Fii  Manchii.... 
15  Chapters.  Henry 
Brandon,  Liiana  M’alters. 
. . King  of  the  Royal 


. 8-  7 4-  8-3 


Frod. 

No. 

Title 

Rel. 

Date 

Bat- 

ing 

Rev’d 

5109 

• OSpills  for  Thrills  (19). 

6-15 

-H- 

8-  3 

5110 

.Young^  America  Flies  (20) 

8-  3 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 

(New  Series) 

.California  Thoroughbreds 

(..)  

9-21 

5110 

.Famous  Movie  Dogs  (10). 

7-27 

4- 

8-17 

5407 

.Gun  Dog*s  Life  (10) 

5-11 

4- 

5-18 

5408 

.Mechanix  Illustrated 

No.  4 (10)  

6-29 

+ 

6-15 

5406 

.Men  M’ anted  (10) 

3-23 

-H- 

4-13 

5410 

• Movie  Dog  Stars  (10)... 

8-17 

5409. 

Valley,  The  (8)  

7-20 

+ 

7-  6 

ELS.A  MAXM'ELI/S  BLUE 

RIBBON 

COMEDIES 

6101 

.Riding  Into  Society  (19). 

9-  7 

8-31 

HOLLYMOOD  NOVELTY 

6301 

.Football  Thrills  (10) 

9-28 

+ 

8-31 

6302 

.Shark  Bunting  (10) 

11-  9 

LOONEY  I'UNES  CARTOONS 

6601 

.Calling  Dr.  I’orky  (7).... 

9-21 

5614 

.Chewin’  Bruin,  The  (7).. 

6-  8 

6-22 

5616 . 

-i’atient  Forky  (7) 

8-24 

8-24 

5610 

.Filgrim  Porkv  (7) 

3-16 

+ 

4-13 

5615 

.Porky’s  Baseball  Broad- 

cast  (7)  

7-  6 

++ 

7-  6 

6604 

.Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7) . 

11-30 

561^ 

.Forky’s  Poor  Fish  (7)... 

5-18 

6603 

.Prehistoric  Porky  (7)... 

10-12 

5611 

..slap  Happy  Pappy  (7)... 

,3-13 

6603 

.Sour  Puss  (7) 

11-  2 

5613 

.You  Ought  to  Be  in 

Pictures  (7)  

5-18 

+ 

5-18 

5IELODY  MASTERS 

5.507 

.Carl  Hoff  & Orch.  (10). 

3-23 

6503 

.Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (..) 

11-23 

6502 

■ Joe  Reicluuan  & Orch. 

(10)  

10-26 

5508 

.Larrv  Clinton  & Orch,  (10 

5-25 

6501 

.5Iatty  Malneek  & Band 

(10)  

9-14 

++ 

8-24 

5509 

.Ozzie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10) 

6-20 

++ 

7-  6 

5510 

.Woody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  

7-27 

MERRIE  5IELODIES 

(In  'Technicolor) 

5326 

Bear’s  Tale,  The  (7) 

4-13 

+ 

8-31 

6706 

.Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (7)  . 

11-23 

5326 . 

.Ceiling  Hero  (7) 

7-  6 

5321. 

.Circus  Today  (7) 

6-22 

+ 

7-  6 

5315. 

.Confederate  Honey  (7)... 

3-30 

.5314. 

.Cross-Country  Detours  (7) 

3-16 

-H- 

4-13 

5323 

.Egg  Collector  (7) 

7-20 

5319 

. Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  

5-25 

±. 

5-18 

5325. 

.Ghost  AVanted  (7) 

8-10 

6101. 

.Good  Night  Elmer  (7)... 

10-26 

5317. 

.Hardship  of  Miles  Stand- 

ish  (7)  

4-27 

6703. 

.Holiday  Highlights  (7).. 

10-12 

5322. 

.Little  Blabbermoiise  (7). 

7-  6 

++ 

8-17 

6701. 

.Malibu  Beach  Party  (7). 

9-14 

9-  7 

5318 

.Sniffles  Takes  a 'Trip  (7) 

5-11 

6702 

.Stagefright  (7)  

9-28 

5320 

.Tom  Thumb  in  Trouble 

(7)  

6-  8 

6-15 

6705 

.M’acky  Mild  Life  (7) 

11-  9 

5324 

Mild  Hare,  A (7) 

7-27 

4-  8-31 


6- 15 

7-  6 


± 4-13 


7-19 

7-27 

4-12 

4-20 

6-15 

+ 

6-  8 

3-15 

+ 

2-17 

9-20 

-H- 

8-24 

12  Chapters.  Allan  l.ane. 

Mysterious  Doctor  Satan .... 

15  Chapters.  Robert  Wilcox. 
UNIVERSAL 
4881-92.  .Flash  Gordon  Conquers 

the  Universe  4-9  44  2-24 

Larry  (Buster)  Crahbe. 

..Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24  .... 

15  Chapters.  M’arren  Hull. 

5681  . .Junior  G-Men  9-1  4"  8-3 

12  Chapters.  Dead  End 
Kids,  Little  Tough  Guys. 

5581  . -M'inners  of  the  M'est 7-  2 5 11 

13  Chapters.  Diek  Fo- 
ran,  Anne  Nagel. 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^Uatlna  4iou.6Q 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

FOLLOW  THE  PARADE  FOR  BAR- 
GAINS — Peerless-Preddy  lamps,  sound 
systems,  300  Heywood  spring-cushion 
chairs,  amplifiers,  speakers,  projectors, 
complete  set  stage  drapes.  Lists  furnished. 
WESTERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COM- 
PANY, Omaha,  Neb. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

BRAND  NEW  CLOSE-OUTS  WHILE 
STOCK  LASTS — Forest  fifteen  ampere 
rectifiers,  less  bulbs,  $34.90;  Britechrome 
metal  display  frames,  30”x40”,  $3.60;  Fire 
extinguishers,  $2.95;  Ozonators,  $9.95;  Im- 
ported carbons,  9/mm,  10/14mm,  100  pairs, 
$3.95;  six  ampere  rectifier  bulbs,  $1.98. 
Theatres  completely  furnished  at  unheard 
of  prices — trades  taken — time  payments. 
S.  O.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


FOR  SALE — New  Star  Popcorn  machine. 
Profit  model.  Handley  Theatre,  Handley, 
Texas. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

TAKING  A LICKING?  We’re  satisfied 
— so  will  you  be — Peerless  or  Strong  Arcs, 
$59.50;  Genelectric  Thirty-thirty  lamp- 
houses  with  regulators,  $19.50;  Rectifiers 
complete,  $24.50;  Good  chairs,  75c;  Sound- 
screens,  $9.50;  Projection  lenses,  $2.95; 
Soundheads,  $9.95;  Amplifiers,  $9.95;  RCA 
Speakers,  $3.95;  Powers  projectors,  $39.50; 
Simplex  intermittents,  $6.95;  Simplex 
Mechanisms,  $79.50;  Generators,  $39.50; 
Sound  Opticals,  $4.95.  S.  O.  S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK. 

RCA  PGIO,  old  type  soimd  equipment, 
just  removed  from  booth.  Complete  at  a 
bargain.  DeRay  Theatre,  Joplin,  Mo. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  handy  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues) . Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


PRINTING 


LETTERHEADS  AND  ENVELOPES— 
500  8V2"x11"  sheets  and  500  6%  envelopes, 
on  good  grade  white  bond  paper,  black  ink. 
Up  to  5 lines  of  type,  $4.95  postpaid.  Send 
copy  and  check  with  order.  Paul  Miller 
Printing  Co.,  4806  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  imbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


OPERATOR,  Maintenance;  fifteen 
years.  Prefer  small  town;  anywhere.  Ref- 
erences. Operator,  3257  Adams,  Chicago, 
111. 


OPERATOR,  repair  man.  Sober.  Want 
permanent  position.  Go  anywhere.  B-1296, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST  desires  change.  Avail- 
able on  two  weeks  notice.  Union  but  good 
small  town  connection  considered.  38; 
single;  sober;  references;  go  anywhere. 
Don  F.  White,  Plaza  Hotel,  Roswell,  N.  M. 

MR.  EXHIBITOR:  INVESTIGATE! 

REAL  MANAGER.  16  years  with  major 
circuit.  Displays,  signs,  exploitation,  pro- 
jectionist. Married.  Future  more  impor- 
tant than  salary.  B-1289,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


For  Results 

Advertise  in  the  CLEARING  HOUSE. 
Its  Service  Can’t  Be  Beat. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80.  Special 
printed  roll  or  machine  tickets,  100,000, 
$14.90;  50,000,  $9.40;  20,000,  $6.10.  Ship- 
ping charges  paid  to  1,000  miles.  Cash 
with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket  Co.,  Dept. 
B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

FOR  SALE — Recently  rebuilt  theatre  in 
Southeast  Missouri.  One-third  down. 
Martin  W.  Opere,  Ste.  Genevieve,  Mo. 

FOR  SALE — Small  theatre  and  hotel. 
Excellent  factory  town  and  farm  section. 
Karl  Gast,  Akron,  Indiana. 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 

EXCLUSIVE  TERRITORIAL  FRAN- 
CHISES for  constructing  and  operating 
Drive-In  theatres,  under  double  park- 
ing patent.  Josserand  Drive-In  Theatres, 
506  Republic  Bldg.,  Houston,  Texas. 


afe^GETTING  A SIGNED 
RECEIPT  IS  A 

r STANDING  RULE  OF  ' 

^Tostal^ 

Telegraph 

CHARGES  FOR  TELEGRAMS  ’PHONED  IN 
APPEAR  ON  YOUR  TELEPHONE  BILL. 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB.  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 

Whatever  you  want  — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  “AD  ORDER"  BLANK 

BOXOFFICE.  ( 10c  a word 

4804  East  Ninth  St..  ^ insertions 

V r-t  M With  Order)! 

Kansas  City.  Mo.  | 3 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE.  Here- 
with is  check  □ cash  □ Money  order  □ in  the  amount  of  $ 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSinCATION  WANTED  

Name  and  address  should  be  included  in  the  word  count. 
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29 


• Address  coijy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding:  publication  date. 


Trade-marks  endurl 

WHEN  THEY  STAND  FOk 

Quality...  Service 
...  Dependability! 


That’s  why  the  Prize  Baby  and  the  theatre  advertising  products  he 
represents  have  an  ever  increasing  popularity  in  this  glamorous  busi- 
ness ^ That’s  why  our  friends  multiply  and  our  products  improve 
^ That’s  why  our  organization  grows  and  our  service  expandsi^ That’s 
why  we  are  proud  of  our  product  and  the  industry  we  serve 
That’s  why  we  keep  quality  up  and  costs  down  That’s  why  so 
many  showmen  welcome  the  Three  Best  Seat  Sellers  in  the  Business 


OF 


THE  STORY 

A MOST  EXCITING  STORY 


Escape" — a story  that  appeared  serially  in  the 
pages  oiT  he  Saturday  EveningPost—2i.  book 
immediately  selected  for  distribution  by  "The 
Book  of  the  Month  Club”— a book  that  became 
the  top  ranking  novel  of  last  year  with  more  than 
a quarter  million  full  priced  copies  sold— a book 
so  eagerly  sought  after  that  the  new  popular 
edition  is  expected  to  sell  into  the  millions! 
"Escape”— the  most  exciting  novel  of  our  time! 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  has  long  been  famous 
for  the  great  stories  it  has  brought  to  the  screen— 
"David  Copperfield”  and  "The  Good  Earth”, 
"Mutiny  on  the  Bounty”  and  "Northwest  Pas- 
sage”, "The  Citadel”,  "Goodbye  Mr.  Chips” 
and  many  others.  It  is  fitting  that  Metro  should 


produce  "Escape”— fitting  because  with  M-G-M 
making  the  picture  the  audiences  of  the  world 
are  assured  that  the  story  will  be  rendered  au- 
thentically and  superbly! 

Every  studio  resource  has  been  poured  into  the 
making  of  "Escape”.  Norma  Shearer  is  the 
Countess  to  the  life.  Robert  Taylor  creates  his 
most  memorable  film  characterization  as  Mark 
Preysing  Conrad  Veidt  is  General  Kurt.  And, 
for  the  demanding  role  of  Emmy  Ritter,  Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer  prevailed  upon  the  famous 
Nazimova  to  return  to  the  screen. 

"Escape”  now  takes  its  place  in  the  array  of 
great  stories  which  have  fulfilled  their  screen 
destinies!  Watch  for  it  at  your  local  theatre. 


Starring  NORMA  SHEARER  as  the  Countess  ‘ROBERT  TAYLOR  as  Mark  Preysing 

with  CONRAD  VEIDT  as  the  General  • nazimova  as  Emmy  Ritter  - FELIX  bressakt  as  Fritz  Keller  • albert  basserman  as  Doctor  Henning 
PHILIP  DORN  as  Doctor  Ditten  • bonita  Granville  as  Ursula  • blanche  yurka  as  the  Nurse  • elsa  basserman  as  Mrs.  Henning 
EDGAR  BARRIER  as  the  Commissioner  • A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture  • Directed  by  mervyn  Leroy  • Screen  Play  by  Arch  Oboler  and 
Marguerite  Roberts  • Based  on  the  Novel  "Escape"  by  Ethel  Vance  • A Mervyn  LeRoy  Production 


THIS  SATURDAY  EVENING  POST  AD  STARTS 
THE  BARRAGE  OF  BIG-TIME  M-G-M  PROMOTION! 


BEN  SHLYEN 
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BELITTLING  FROM  WITHIN 


SURELY,  it  is  entirely  a reasonable  expectancy  that 
the  men  and  women  of  films  would  present  their 
industry  in  its  most  favored  light  when  discussing  it  in 
public  or  from  the  public  rostrum. 

For  one  thing,  there  is  the  matter  of  allegiance.  For 
another,  there  should  be  a full  and  a voluntary  desire 
to  talk  about  the  good,  of  which  there  is  much,  and  to 
gloss  over  or  ignore  the  bad,  of  which,  too,  there  is  much. 
People  normally  do  not  rattle  family  skeletons  when 
outsiders  are  in  the  house. 

By  no  means  must  this  be  construed  as  a suggestion 
that  a censorship  should  have  been  applied  to  Robert 
Montgomery  or  that  he  should  have  been  denied  the 
right  to  deliver  the  sort  of  address  which  he  did  before 
the  New  York  Herald  Tribune  Forum  a few  days  ago. 
This,  certainly,  is  no  challenge  of  that  prerogative.  It  is, 
however,  a very  direct  challenge  of  his  judgment  and 
an  expression  of  considerable  regret  that  he  did  his 
industry  a pronounced  disservice  when  the  opportunity 
was  all  the  other  way. 

'To  find  the  motion  picture  industry  in  the  creative 
arts  division  of  this  forum  is,  I am  sure,  as  much  a sur- 
prise to  many  of  you  as  it  is  to  me,"  was  his  opening  re- 
mark. "No  one  will  disagree  with  the  statement  that  the 
medium  of  the  motion  picture  is  an  art,  and  a great 
number  of  people,  a large  majority  of  whom  are  em- 
ployed in  the  industry,  will  subscribe  to  the  statement 
that  the  industry  control  stifles  and  thwarts  the  creative 
elements  which  it  employs  in  producing  mass  enter- 
tainment." 

Here  was  a situation  wherein  the  sponsors  of  the  oc- 
casion, having  decided  the  motion  picture  industry  did 
belong  in  the  creative  arts  division,  found  their  judgment 
assailed  by  the  spokesman  they  themselves  had  selected 
to  expound  on,  and  to  amplify,  the  subject  matter  and, 
it  must  be  presumed,  not  to  belittle  it.  Clearly,  this 
demonstrated  itself  to  be  an  instance  of  those  who  are 
not  part  and  parcel  of  the  industry  placing  it  on  a higher 
level  than  one  who  is  prominently  a member  of  it.  That, 
indeed,  appears  strange  and  peculiarly  unorthodox. 

You  will  find  no  argument  from  this  sector  with  Mont- 
gomery and  his  three-point  analysis  of  the  function  of 
films.  He  stated  them  as  entertainment,  education  and 
’ propaganda. 

When  he  recognizes  entertainment  to  be  the  primary 
function,  he  is  quite  correct.  When  he  observes  the  in- 
dustry must  learn  to  realize  the  educative  influences 
which  are  inherent  in  the  medium  itself  and  when  he 
believes  these  influences  can  be  given  play  without 


sacrifice  of  the  primary  function,  which  is  entertain- 
ment, again  he  is  sound  in  his  analysis.  And  when 
he  states,  "Entertaining  film  made  for  the  purpose  of 
propaganda  wifi  accomplish  its  purpose"  whereas  prop- 
aganda films  alone  will  not,  this  page  finds  itself  in 
agreement  on  the  third  score,  as  well. 

For,  all  of  these  can  be  accomplished  without  injury 
to  the  commercial  fabric  of  the  business.  In  fact,  one 
day  they  will  be  done  whether  those  who  may  be  at 
the  helm  of  the  industry  consciously  realize  and  encour- 
age the  development  or  whether  the  entertainment  base 
naturally  broadens  as  industry  horizons  inevitably 
widen.  To  say  so  now  and  here,  moreover,  represents 
nothing  new;  it's  an  old  and  rapidly  growing  older 
point  of  view,  sounded  and  resounded  on  this  page. 

If  Montgomery  had  stopped  there  or  if  he  had  further 
developed  this  approach  and  then  finished  off  with  a plea 
or  a conviction  that  time  would  bring  these  objectives 
about,  all  would  have  been  well.  On  such  a basis,  then, 
he  would  have  uttered  something  worthwhile  for  his 
industry.  But,  unfortunately,  he  elected  otherwise  with 
observations  in  this  tune: 

"Under  the  leadership  that  the  motion  picture  industry 
has  today,  I feel  it  would  be  difficult  for  these  functions 
to  be  properly  and  courageously  performed  ...  I have 
studied  various  industrial  organizations  and  have  always 
found  that  the  spirit  of  these  organizations  is  only  os 
good  or  as  bad  as  the  spirit  of  their  leaders.  I am  con- 
vinced that  that  condition  exists  in  the  motion  picture 
industry  today  and  I am  convinced  the  weakness  of  the 
leadership  under  which,  to  my  knowledge,  this  industry 
has  been  struggling  as  directly  responsible  for  the  poor 
quality  of  its  average  product  in  the  past  and  will  make 
it  impossible  for  the  industry  to  perform  its  function  in 
national  defense  in  the  present  crisis  with  any  appre- 
ciable degree  of  success." 

Montgomery  had  in  his  hands,  but  patently  not  in  his 
mind,  the  chance  to  improve  in  the  public  mind,  were  it 
ever  so  minutely,  the  industry  of  which  he  is  a part.  In 
the  place  of  that,  he  elected  to  tear  down  by  injecting 
an  opinion  which  ought  to  be  aired  around  the  family 
table  without  benefit  of  the  vast  army  of  outsiders  who 
hold  no  stake  beyond  the  right  of  guarantee  they  will 
get  their  money's  worth  if  and  when  they  buy  their  way 
into  the  theatres. 


DECREE  WOULD  LEAVE  EXHIBITOR  RIGHTS  UNDER 
TRUST  LAWS  UNIMPAIRED,  AVERS  JUSTICE  DEPT 

Way  Open  to  Resume  Suit  Noveztiber  14  Is  Designated  as 

If  Results  Not  Up  to  / x-t 

Gov't  Expectation  Interventioiiists  Court  Day 


New  York — “The  decree  takes  away  no 
existing  legal  rights  of  any  exhibitor  un- 
der the  anti-trust  laws,”  but  if  the  an- 
ticipated results  “are  not  obtained  after  a 
reasonable  trial  period,  there  will  be  no 
alternative  for  the  government  but  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  litigation  and  press  for  a 
revision  of  the  entire  industry  structure  in 
accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion.” 

So  declares  a ten-page  formal  statement 
issued  to  the  trade  press  by  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  simultaneously  with  of- 
ficial release  for  publication  of  the  text 
of  the  proposed  decree  which  is  designed 
to  bring  to  a conclusion  the  government’s 
27-month-old  suit  against  the  majors. 

Thus,  by  another  and  significant  step, 
the  decree  embracing  the  “Big  Five”  ac- 
celerates down  what  is  viewed  as  the 
home  stretch  although  no  signatures  have 
been  affixed  and  aU  interventionists  are 
to  have  their  say  in  court  November  14. 

Brief  Mention  of  "Little  Three" 

The  statement’s  reference  to  the  arbi- 
tration system  embodied  in  the  proposed 
decree  observes,  “In  this  respect,  the  de- 
cree is  unique.  Its  approach  to  the  solu- 
tion of  the  problems  existing  in  the  indus- 
try differs  from  that  of  any  consent  de- 
cree heretofore  entered  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  anti-trust  laws.” 

There  is  only  brief  mention  of  the  “Lit- 
tle Three,”  Columbia,  UA  and  Universal. 
They  “have  not  joined  in  the  decree,”  the 
statement  declares,  adding,  “None  of  these 
companies  owns  any  theatres.  The  case 
will  proceed  to  trial  against  these  three 
companies  at  a time  to  be  fixed  by  the 
court.”  There  is  then  a reference  to  the 
escape  clause  as  it  bears  on  the  “competi- 
tive advantages”  the  “Little  Three”  might 
have  had  and  the  “protection”  this  pro- 
vision affords  the  “Big  Five.” 

Little  Said  on  Divorcement 

Likewise,  there  is  little  said  about  the 
government’s  recession  on  theatre  divorce- 
ment, the  remarks  to  this  one-time  “main 
issue”  being  confined  to,  “In  order  to  give 
this  arbitration  system  a fair  trial,  the 
government  agrees  not  to  seek  divorcement 
or  dissolution  of  production  and  distribu- 
tion in  the  industry  for  a period  of  three 
years.  During  this  period  the  signatory 
companies  agree  not  to  engage  in  any  gen- 
eral program  of  expansion  of  theatre  hold- 
ings and  to  maintain  the  status  quo  so  far 
as  is  practicable.” 

At  another  point,  the  statement  points 
out:  “The  decree  strikes  at  two  selling 
practices  . . . which  have  long  been  under 
attack  by  exhibitor  organizations,  as  well 
as  parent-teacher  associations  and  other 
public  groups,  i.  e.,  block  booking  and 
blind  selling.” 

An  explanation  of  the  proposed  provi- 
sions in  respect  to  selling  in  blocks  of  five 
is  given  in  the  following  language: 

‘"The  decree  prohibits  the  licensing  of 
more  than  five  pictures  in  a single  group. 
It  does  not  prohibit  the  licensing  of  less 
than  five  pictures  in  a single  group:  dis- 


New  York— Federal  Judge  Henry  ’War- 
ren Goddard  will  hear  “anybody  and 
everybody  who  has  an  interest  in  this 
case”  on  November  14. 

The  quote  is,  of  course.  Judge  God- 
dard’s; the  case  is  the  settlement  of  the 
27-month-old  government  all-industry 
suit  against  the  majois.  'The  court’s  ob- 
servation was  a direct  answer  to  Attorney 
Jacob  Schechter,  representing  Allied  of 
New’  York,  who  inquired  if  there  would  be 
a consideration  for  those  who  had  ob- 
jections. 

Actually,  the  public  hearing  date  was 
set  in  chambers  before  the  coui't  session 
began.  The  private  meeting  with  Judge 
Goddard  was  attended  by,  for  the  de- 
fendants: Thomas  Day  Thacher,  Joseph 
M.  Proskauer,  J.  Robert  Rubin,  Robert  W. 
Perkins,  Austin  C.  Keough,  Richard  E. 
Dwight  and  Bertram  F.  Shipman;  for  the 
government:  James  V.  Hayes,  Robert  L. 
Wright,  J.  Stephen  Doyle  and  Frank  Cun- 
ningham. 

When  the  scene  shifted  to  the  court, 
which  only  consumed  five  minutes,  Hayes 
briefly  told  Judge  Goddard  a settlement 
had  been  reached  via  a consent  decree 
“with  five  of  the  eight  defendant  com- 
panies,” which  probably  wasn’t  news  at 
all.  Before  Hayes  had  finished,  Louis  D. 
Frohlich,  representing  Columbia,  inquired 
of  the  court  when  a copy  of  the  consent 
decree  would  be  available  to  him.  When 


tributors  are  free  to  sell  pictures  one  at 
a time  or  in  groups  of  two,  three  or  four. 
Although  distributors  may  sell  more  than 
one  group  of  five  pictures  at  a time,  they 
may  not  condition  the  sale  of  one  group 
of  pictures  on  the  sale  of  another  picture 
or  group  of  pictures. 

“Under  the  method  of  selling  pre- 
scribed by  the  decree,  if  an  exhibitor  finds 
that  a particular  group  of  pictures  con- 
tains some  that  are  objectionable,  he  can 
request  that  these  pictures  be  eliminated 
or  that  other  pictures  be  substituted  for 
them.  If  the  distributor  refuses  to  grant 
his  request,  the  exhibitor  is  in  a position 
to  reject  the  group  without  jeopardizing 
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"There's  Many  a Slip" 
Says  Kent  on  Decree 

New  York — Sidney  R.  Kent,  president  of 
20th-Fox,  is  withholding  comment  on  the 
proposed  consent  decree  until  it  is 
signed.  Upon  his  return  from  the  coast, 
Kent  said,  "After  it  is  signed  I will  have 
something  to  say.  Until  then,  you  know 
the  old  saying  'There's  many  a slip  'twixt 
the  tip  and  the  lip'." 

He  denied  any  changes  had  been 
made  at  the  studio,  adding  none  is  con- 
templated. 


informed  it  would  be  a matter  of  minutes, 
Frohlich  sat  down.  The  only  other  attor- 
ney who  addressed  the  court  was  Schech- 
ter. 

Present  also,  but  pm’ely  as  observers, 
were  Norman  Samuelson,  brother  of  Sid- 
ney E.,  business  manager  for  Allied  of 
eastern  Pennsylvania  and  a director  of  the 
national  organization,  and  Milton  Rosen- 
bloom  of  O’Brien,  Driscoll  & Raftery, 
representing  UA  and  Universal.  Samuel- 
son, after  the  hearing,  told  Boxoffice 
he  had  been  retained  as  special  counsel 
by  Allied  to  oppose  certain  provisions  of 
the  decree.  He  made  it  clear  that  his 
representation  will  be  contingent  upon  the 
presence  in  court  on  November  14  of 
Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied’s  general  counsel. 

Samuelson  also  stated  Allied’s  protests 
may  be  limited  to  oral  arguments  and  that, 
if  the  judge  will  permit,  briefs  also  may  be 
submitted.  He  declined  to  discuss  what 
presentation  will  be  delivered  by  the  Allied 
organization. 

Schechter,  after  the  hearing,  also  in- 
formed Boxoffice  that  he  had  to  digest 
the  contents  of  the  decree  before  he  would 
make  any  comment. 

Abe  Montague,  general  sales  manager 
for  Columbia,  also  appeared  in  court.  He 
sat  in  the  spectator’s  section.  Also  for 
Columbia,  in  addition  to  Frohlich  on  the 
counsel  side,  were  Herman  Finkelstein  and 
Irving  Moross. 


his  entire  year’s  supply  of  films. 

“The  decree  neither  requires  distributors 
to  grant  nor  prohibits  them  from  granting 
to  exhibitors  the  privilege  of  cancelling  one 
or  more  pictures  in  a given  group.  As  a 
result  of  the  process  of  bargaining  be- 
tween distributors  and  exhibitors,  cancel- 
lation privileges  in  varying  degrees  have 
been  granted  by  distributors  in  the  past 
though  they  have  not  been  legally  re- 
quired to  do  so.  Under  the  decree  parties 
are  free  to  bargain  with  respect  to  can- 
cellation as  well  as  with  respect  to  the 
particular  pictures  to  be  included  in  a 
given  group.” 

An  obviously  condensed  analysis  of  the 
provision  for  elimination  of  blind  selling  is 
offered  with  this,  “Pictures  must  be  com- 
pleted and  exhibited  to  the  trade  before 
they  can  be  sold  or  offered  for  sale.  The 
defendant  companies  are  required  to  trade 
show  their  pictures  in  each  of  their  re- 
spective exchange  districts.  Thus  every 
exhibitor  is  given  an  apportunity  to  see  the 
pictures  before  he  buys  them.” 

Establishment  of  an  arbitration  system 
to  implement  “the  slower  and  more  expen- 
sive remedy  of  private  suits  under  the 
anti-trust  laws  supplies  a long  felt  need  in 
the  motion  picture  industry,”  the  state- 
ment adds.  “Properly  administered  it 
should  put  an  end  to  disputes  between 
distributors  and  exhibitors  which  have 
been  a constant  source  of  discord  and 
friction  in  the  past  and  should  result  in 
placing  the  industry  on  a fair  competitive 
basis.” 
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TEXT  OF  PROPOSED  DECREE  EMBRACING  "BIG  5" 

AS  OFFICIALLY  RELEASED  BY  THE  GOVERNMENT 


(r 


How  Washington  Views  It 

New  York — "The  purpose  of  the  present  decree,"  says  a department  of  justice 
statement,  “is  to  provide  a means  for  the  elimination  of  unfair  competitive  practices 
in  the  industry  without  resorting  to  the  more  drastic  remedy  of  divorcement  . . . 

"It  is  reasonably  to  be  expected  that  the  provisions  of  the  decree  as  to  trade 
showing  and  sales  in  small  groups  will  result  in  an  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
pictures  as  well  as  in  greater  opportunity  for  local  community  tastes  to  be  reflected 
in  the  pictures  selected  by  exhibitors.  This  new  method  of  selling  shoulcT  open  to 
independent  producers  a market  now  closed  to  them  under  the  system  of  season  block 
booking.  In  addition,  exhibitors  will  have  greater  and  more  frequent  opportunities 
to  compete  for  pictures. 

"Although  the  method  of  selling  provided  for  in  the  decree  is  new  and  untried 
in  the  motion  picture  industry,  it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  of  benefit  to  exhibitors 
and  distributors,  as  well  as  to  the  public.  Whether  or  not  the  new  method  of  selling 
will  operate  effectively  can  only  be  determined  after  a fair  trial  and  that  is  pro- 
vided for  by  the  decree." 

VS - 


New  York — Complete  text  of  the  draft 
of  proposals  for  the  consent  decree,  al- 
ready approved  by  Attorney  General  Rob- 
ert Jackson  and  as  made  public  by  the  de- 
partment of  justice,  follows: 

The  United  States  of  America  having  filed  its 
Petition  herein  on  July  20.  1938,  and  its  Amended 

and  Supplemental  Complaint  on 

1940:  the  defendants:  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.; 
Paramount  Film  Distributing  Corporation;  Loew’s, 
Incorporated;  Radio-Keith-Orpheum  Corporation; 
RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.;  Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
Corporation;  RKO  Proctor  Corporation;  RKO  Mid- 
west Corporation;  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.; 
Vitagraph,  Inc.;  Warner  Bros.  Circuit  Manage- 
ment Corporation;  Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film 
Corporation;  and  National  Theatres  Corporation 
(See  Footnote  No.  1)  having  appeared  and  sever- 
ally filed  their  answers  to  such  Petition  and  to 
such  Amended  and  Supplemental  Complaint  and 
having  asserted  the  truth  of  their  answers  and 
their  innocence  of  any  violation  of  law;  and  no 
testimony  having  been  taken,  but  each  of  the 
consenting  defendants  having  consented  to  the 
entry  of  this  decree  without  any  findings  of  fact, 
upon  condition  that  neither  such  consent,  nor  this 
decree  itself,  nor  the  entry  of  this  decree,  nor  any 
statement,  provision  or  requirement  contained  in 
this  decree,  shall  be  or  shall  be  construed  as 
being  (1)  an  admission  or  adjudication  that  the 
allegations  of  the  Petition  or  of  the  Amended 
and  Supplemental  Complaint,  or  any  of  them,  are 
or  is  true,  or  that  such  defendants,  or  any  one  or 
more  of  them,  have  or  has  violated  or  are  or  is 
violating  any  statute  or  law,  or  (2)  evidence  that 
such  allegations,  or  any  of  them,  are  or  is  true, 
or  that  such  defendants,  or  any  one  or  more  of 
them,  have  or  has  violated  any  statute  or  law, 
or  (3)  an  admission  or  adjudication  that  the  doing 
of  any  of  the  acts  or  things  hereinafter  enjoined 
or  the  failure  to  do  any  of  the  acts  or  things 
hereinafter  directed  to  be  done  would  constitute 
a violation  of  any  statute  or  law,  and  upon  the 
further  conditions  hereinafter  set  forth;  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  its  counsel,  having 
consented  to  the  entry  of  this  decree  and  to  each 
and  every  provision  thereof  upon  such  conditions, 
and  having  moved  the  Court  for  the  entry  of  this 
decree; 

Therefore,  it  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed 
as  follows: 

I. 

The  Court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  here- 
to; and  for  the  purposes  of  this  decree  and  of 
proceedings  for  the  enforcement  thereof,  and  for 
no  other  purpose,  the  Court  has  jurisdiction  of 
the  subject  matter  hereof  and  the  complaint  states 
a cause  of  action  against  the  defendants  under 
the  Act  of  Congress  of  July  2,  1890  entitled  “An 
Act  to  Protect  Trade  and  Commerce  Against  Un- 
lawful Restraints  and  Monopolies.” 

II. 

Each  consenting  defendant,  its  successors,  of- 
ficers, directors,  agents  and  employees,  and  all 
persons  and  corporations  acting  under,  through, 
or  for  it,  hereby  is  and  are  enjoined  from  doing 
the  acts  prohibited  by  this  decree,  and  is  and  are 
directed  to  do  the  acts  thereby  required. 

III. 

No  consenting  defendant  engaged  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  motion  pictures  (hereinafter  referred 
to  as  a distributor  defendant)  shall  license  or  of- 
fer for  license  (Footnote  No.  la)  a feature  motion 
picture  (Footnote  No.  2)  (hereinafter  sometimes 
referred  to  as  a feature)  for  public  exhibition 
within  the  United  States  of  America  at  which  an 


1.  The  above  named  defendants  are  referred  to 
hereinafter  as  the  consenting  defendants. 

la.  License  means  (as  a verb)  to  make  an  agree- 
ment, or  (as  a noun)  an  agreement,  by  which 
a distributor  grants  the  right  to  exhibit  a mo- 
tion picture  in  any  theatre  engaged  in  the  ex- 
hibition of  motion  pictures  for  profit. 

2.  A feature  motion  picture  is  a motion  picture 
approximately  5,000  feet,  or  more,  in  length. 

3.  A trade  showing  is  an  exhibition  of  a feature 
at  a theatre  or  projection  room  for  the  bene- 
fit of  exhibitors  generally. 

4.  Each  distributor  defendant  shall  file  with  the 
Department  of  Justice  a map  of  each  of  its 
exchange  districts,  showing  the  territorial  limits 
thereof.  Changes  in  the  territorial  limits  of  an 
exchange  district  shall  be  made  only  after 
two  weeks*  notice  to  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice. References  in  this  Section  and  in  Sections 
V and  IX  hereof  to  exchange  districts  are  to 
exchange  districts  of  each  distributor  defend- 
ant, as  constituted  from  time  to  time.  ^ 


admission  fee  is  to  be  charged,  until  the  feature 
has  been  trade  shown  (Footnote  No.  3)  within  the 
exchange  district  (Footnote  No.  4)  in  which  the 
public  exhibition  is  to  be  held.  Every  trade  show- 
ing shall  be  preceded  by  a notice,  published  in  a 
trade  publication  (Footnote  No.  5)  having  gen- 
eral circulation  among  exhibitors  (Footnote  No.  6) 
in  such  exchange  district,  which  shall  state  the 
title  of  the  picture  and  the  date  and  the  time 
when  and  the  place  or  places  where  it  will  be 
trade  shown. 

IV. 

(a)  No  distributor  defendant  shall  offer  for  li- 
cense or  shall  license  more  than  five  features  in 
a single  group.  In  offering  its  features  for  license 
to  an  exhibitor  a distributor  may  change  the  com- 
binations of  features  in  groups  as  it  may  from 
time  to  time  determine,  and  may  license  or  offer 
for  license  as  many  groups  of  features  as  it  may 
from  time  to  time  determine,  provided  that  the 
license  or  offer  for  license  of  one  group  of  fea- 
tures shall  not  be  conditioned  upon  the  licensing 
of  another  feature  or  group  of  features. 

(b)  No  distributor  defendant  shall  require  an 
exhibitor  to  license  short  subjects,  newsreels,  trail- 
ers, or  serials  (hereinafter  collectively  referred  to 
as  shorts)  as  a condition  of  licensing  features.  No 
distributor  defendant  shaJl  require  an  exhibitor 
to  license  reissues,  westerns,  (Footnote  No.  7)  or 
foreigns  (Footnote  No.  8)  (hereinafter  collectively 
referred  to  as  foreigns)  as  a condition  of  licensing 
other  features. 

Where  a license  has  been  entered  into,  contro- 
versies arising  upon  a complaint  by  an  exhibitor 
that  the  licensing  to  him  of  one  group  of  fea- 
tures was  conditioned  by  the  distributor  upon 
the  licensing  of  another  feature  or  group  of  fea- 
tures or  the  licensing  of  shorts  or  foreigns  shall 
be  subject  to  arbitration.  An  exhibitor  shall  have 
no  right  to  assert  any  such  claim  unless  he  shall 
have  mailed  to  the  distributor  at  its  Home  Office 
a notice  in  writing  of  such  claim  and  of  the 
grounds  thereof,  not  later  than  two  days  after 
receipt  hy  the  exhibitor  of  the  distributor’s  writ- 
ten approval  of  the  exhibitor’s  signed  application 
or  applications  for  such  features,  shorts  or  for- 
eigns. The  power  (Footnote  No.  9)  of  the  arbi- 
trator in  deciding  any  such  controversy  shall  be 
limited  to  making  (1)  a finding  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  licensing  of  such  features  was  so  con- 
ditioned; and,  if  the  finding  be  in  the  affirma- 
tive, (2)  an  award  cancelling  the  license  for  (or 
to  the  extent  that  it  may  relate  to)  such  other 
feature  or  group  of  features,  or  such  shorts  or 
foreigns. 


5.  Trade  publication  means  a daily  or  weekly 
newspaper  or  magazine  which  is  devoted  pri- 
marily to  news  concerning  the  motion  picture 
industry. 

6.  Exhibitor  means  any  individual,  partnership, 
unincorporated  association  or  corporation  en- 
gaged in  the  public  exhibition  of  motion  pic- 
tures in  a theatre  or  theatres  for  profit. 

7.  Westerns  are  those  western  pictures  which  are 
not  of  the  usual  character  and  type  of,  and  are 
inexpensively  produced  as  compared  with,  the 
distributors  general  line  of  features. 

8.  Foreigns  are  features  produced  outside  of  the 
Unite<l  States  except  such  as  are  produced  in 
the  English  langruage  by  the  distributor  or  a 
subsidiary  or  affiliate  i;hereof. 


Where  no  license  has  been  entered  into,  contro- 
versies arising  upon  a complaint  by  an  exhibitor 
that  a distributor  defendant  has  offered  for  li- 
cense to  him  more  than  five  features  in  a single 
group  or  that  the  offer  of  a license  to  him  of  one 
group  of  features  was  conditioned  upon  the  licen- 
sing of  another  feature  or  group  of  features,  or  the 
licensing  of  shorts  or  foreigns,  shall  be  subject 
to  arbitration.  An  exhibitor  shall  have  no  right 
to  assert  any  claim  that  an  offer  so  to  license 
such  features  was  so  made  or  conditioned  unless 
he  shall  have  mailed  to  the  distributor  at  its 
Home  Office  a notice  in  writing  of  such  claim 
and  of  the  grounds  therefor  not  later  than  five 
days  after  the  exhibitor  claims  the  alleged  offer 
was  made.  The  power  (Footnote  No.  10)  of  the 
arbitrator  in  deciding  any  such  controversy  shall 
be  limited  to  making  (1)  a finding  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  offer  to  license  such  features  was  so 
made  or  conditioned:  and,  if  the  finding  be  in 
the  affirmative,  (2)  an  award  imposing  upon  the 
distributor  making  such  offer  a penalty  in  an 
amount  not  to  exceed  $500.00.  Such  penalty  shall 
be  payable  into  the  arbitration  fund  referred  to 
in  subdivision  8 of  Section  XXII  hereof. 

V. 

No  license  for  features  to  be  exhibited  in  thea- 
tres located  in  one  exchange  district  (Footnote 
No.  11)  shall  include  theatres  located  in  another 
exchange  district,  nor  shall  the  licensing  of  fea- 
tures for  exhibition  in  theatres  located  in  one  ex- 
change district  be  conditioned  upon  the  licensing 
of  a feature  or  group  of  features  for  exhibition 
in  theatres  located  in  another  exchange  district. 

Controversies  arising  upon  a complaint  by  an 
exhibitor  thereby  affected  that  the  licensing  by 
a distributor  defendant  of  features  for  exhibition 
in  theatres  located  in  one  exchange  district  was 
conditioned  upon  the  licensing  of  a feature  or 
group  of  features  for  exhibition  in  theatres  lo- 
cated in  another  exchange  district  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  arbitration.  The  power  (Footnote  No.  12) 
of  the  arbitrator  in  deciding  any  such  controversy 
shall  be  limited  to  making  (1)  a finding  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  licensing  of  features  for  ex- 
hibition in  theatres  located  in  one  exchange  dis- 
trict was  so  conditioned  upon  the  licensing  of  a 
feature  or  group  of  features  for  exhibition  in 
theatres  located  in  another  exchange  district;  and, 
if  the  finding  be  in  the  affirmative,  (2)  an  award 
imposing  upon  the  distributor  defendant  so  li- 
censing features  a penalty  in  an  amount  not  to 
exceed  $500.00,  payable  into  the  arbitration  fund 
referred  to  in  subdivision  8 of  Section  XXII 
hereof. 

VI. 

No  distributor  defendant  shall  refuse  to  license 
its  pictures  for  exhibition  in  an  exhibitor’s  theatre 
on  some  run  (to  be  designated  by  the  distributor) 
upon  terms  and  conditions  fixed  by  the  distribu- 
tor which  are  not  calculated  to  defeat  the  pur- 

(Continued  on  page  6) 


9.  When,  in  any  arbitration  under  this  decree,  the 
finding  of  the  arbitrator  shall  be  tliat  the  com- 
plainant has  not  sustained  his  complaint,  the 
arbitrator  shall  enter  an  award  dismissing  the 
complaint. 

10.  See  Footnote  9 to  this  Section. 

11.  See  Footnote  4 to  Section  III. 

12.  See  Footnote  9 to  Section  IV. 
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(Continued  from  page  5) 

pose  of  this  Section,  if  the  exhibitor  can  satisfy 
reasonable  minimum  standards  of  theatre  opera- 
tion and  is  reputable  and  responsible,  unless  the 
granting  of  a run  on  any  terms  to  such  exhibitor 
for  said  theatre  will  have  the  effect  of  reduc- 
ing the  distributor’s  total  film  revenue  in  the 
competitive  area  in  which  such  exhibitor’s  thea- 
tre is  located.  Controversies  arising  upon  a com- 
plaint by  an  exhibitor  that,  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Section,  a distributor  defendant 
has  refused  so  to  license  its  pictures  shall  be 
subject  to  arbitration.  The  power  (Footnote  No.  13) 
of  the  arbitrator  in  deciding  any  such  contro- 
versy shall  be  limited  to  making  (1)  a finding 
as  to  whether  or  not,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  this  Section,  the  distributor  has  refused  to  li- 
cense its  pictures  to  the  complainant  for  exhi- 
bition in  said  theatre;  and,  if  the  finding  be  in 
the  affirmative,  (2)  an  award  directing  the  dis- 
tributor to  offer  its  pictures  for  license  to  the 
complainant  for  exhibition  in  said  theatre  on  a run 
to  be  designated  by  the  distributor  and  upon 
terms  and  conditions  fixed  by  the  distributor 
which  are  not  calculated  to  defeat  the  purpose 
of  this  Section. 

The  burden  of  showing  that  granting  a run  on 
any  terms  to  the  complainant  will  have  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  distributor’s  total  film 
revenue  in  the  competitive  area  in  which  the 
complainant’s  theatre  is  located  shall  be  upon 
the  distributor. 

Any  distributor  defendant  affected  by  such  an 
award  may  institute  a further  arbitration  pro- 
ceeding to  be  relieved  therefrom  on  the  ground 
that  since  the  making  of  the  award  the  grant- 
ing of  a run  in  compliance  therewith  has  had 
the  effect  of  reducing  the  distributor’s  totai  film 
revenue  in  the  competitive  area  in  which  the  com- 
plainant’s theatre  is  located,  and,  in  the  event 
that  the  arbitrator  finds  that  the  granting  of  a 
run  in  compliance  with  the  award  has  had  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  distributor’s  total  film 
revenue  in  said  area,  he  shall  vacate  the  award. 
(Footnote  No.  14). 

VII. 

Controversies  arising  upon  the  complaint  of  an 
exhibitor  that  a feature  licensed  to  him  by  a 
distributor  defendant  for  exhibition  in  a par- 
ticular theatre  is  generally  offensive  in  the  lo- 
cality served  by  such  theatre  on  moral,  religious 
or  racial  grounds  shall  be  subject  to  arbitration. 
An  exhibitor  shall  have  no  right  to  assert  any 
such  claim  unless  written  notice  of  his  election 
to  cancel  such  feature,  together  with  a state- 
ment of  his  reasons  therefor,  shall  have  been 
mailed  to  the  distributor  defendant  at  its  Home 
Office  not  later  than  ten  days  after  the  receipt 
by  the  exhibitor  of  the  distributor’s  written  ap- 


13.  See  Footnote  9 to  .Section  IV. 

14.  See  Footnote  9 to  Section  IV. 



Justice  Dept  Eye 
Stays  on  Decree 

New  York — If  and  when  the  consent 
decree  is  ionnally  signed  and  thereafter 
entered,  the  department  of  justice,  by  its 
own  statement,  “proposes  to  keep  a con- 
stant check  on  the  operation." 

“The  records  of  the  arbitration  system 
are  subject  to  inspection  by  the  depart- 
ment at  all  times,  as  are  the  records  of 
the  defendants  relating  to  the  operation 
of  the  decree,"  the  department's  state- 
ment makes  it  clear.  “A  unit  will  be  es- 
tablished in  the  anti-trust  division  to  keep 
in  touch  with  the  operation  of  the  decree 
and  to  handle  complixints  ■with  respect  to 
it.  As  a result  of  the  information  thereby 
obtained,  the  department  -will  be  in  posi- 
tion to  determine  what  further  action,  if 
any,  need  be  taken  at  the  end  of  the 
trial  period." 

^ 


proval  of  the  exhibitor’s  signed  application  for 
such  feature.  In  such  event  the  license  insofar 
as  it  relates  to  the  exhibition  of  such  feature  in 
the  theatre  specified  in  the  notice  shall  be  deemed 
cancelled  unless  within  five  days  after  receipt  of 
such  notice,  the  distributor  shall  have  mailed  to 
the  exhibitor  a notice  in  writing  of  its  denial  of 
such  claim  and  of  its  intention  to  arbitrate  the 
controversy.  The  power  (Footnote  No.  15)  of  the 
arbitrator  in  deciding  any  such  controversy  shall 
be  limited  to  making  (1)  a finding  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  feature  is  generally  offensive  in  the 
locality  served  by  the  exhibitor’s  theatre  on 
moral,  religious  or  racial  grounds;  and,  if  the 
finding  be  in  the  affirmative,  (2)  an  award  can- 
celling the  license  insofar  as  it  relates  to  the 
exhibition  of  such  feature  in  said  theatre. 

VIIL 

Controversies  arising  upon  the  complaint  of  an 
exhibitor  that  the  clearance  (Footnote  No.  16)  ap- 
plicable to  his  theatre  is  unreasonable  shall  be 
subject  to  arbitration  under  the  following  pro- 
visions: 

It  is  recognized  that  clearance,  reasonable  as 
to  time  and  area,  is  essential  in  the  distribution 
and  exhibition  of  motion  pictures. 

In  determining  whether  any  clearance  com- 
plained of  is  unreasonable,  the  arbitrator  shall 
take  into  consideration  the  following  factors  and 
accord  to  them  the  importance  and  weight  to 
which  each  is  entitled,  regardless  of  the  order 
in  which  they  are  listed: 

(1)  The  historical  development  of  clearance  in 
the  particular  area  wherein  the  theatres  involved 
are  located; 

(2)  The  admission  prices  #f  the  theatres  in- 
volved ; 

(3)  The  character  and  location  of  the  theatres 
involved,  including  size,  type  of  entertainment,  ap- 
pointments, transit  facilities,  etc.; 

(4)  The  policy  of  operation  of  the  theatres  in- 
volved, such  as  the  showing  of  double  features, 
gift  nights,  giveaways,  premiums,  cut  rate  tick- 
ets, lotteries,  etc. ; 

(5)  The  rental  terms  and  license  fees  paid  by 
the  theatres  involved  and  the  revenues  derived 
by  the  distributor  defendant  from  such  theatres; 

(6)  The  extent  to  which  the  theatres  involved 
compete  with  each  other  for  patronage;  and 

(7)  All  other  business  considerations,  except 
that  the  arbitrator  shall  disregard  the  fact  that 
a theatre  involved  is  affiliated  with  a distributor 
or  with  a circuit  of  theatres. 

The  power  (Footnote  No.  17)  of  the  arbitrator 
in  deciding  any  such  controversy  shall  be  limited 
to  making  (1)  a finding  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
clearance  complained  of  is  unreasonable;  and,  if 
the  finding  be  in  the  affirmative,  (2)  an  award 
fixing  the  maximum  clearance  between  the  thea- 
tres involved  which  may  be  granted  in  licenses 
thereafter  entered  into  by  the  distributor  de- 
fendant which  is  a party  to  the  arbitration.  Sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  Section  XVII  hereof,  the 
award  may  fix  such  maximum  clearance  under 
any  then  existing  franchise  or  any  license  entered 
into  pursuant  to  such  franchise  between  such  dis- 
tributor defendant  and  any  other  party  bound  by 
this  decree. 

Any  distributor  defendant  or  any  exhibitor  af- 
fected by  such  an  award  may  institute  a further 
arbitration  proceeding  for  a modification  thereof 
upon  the  ground  that  since  the  making  of  the 
award  the  conditions  with  respect  to  the  theatres 
involved  therein  have  so  changed  as  to  warrant 
modification,  and,  in  the  event  that  the  arbi- 
trator finds  that  there  has  been  such  change, 
(Footnote  No.  17)  he  shall  make  a redetermina- 
tion of  the  maximum  clearance. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  Section  shall  be 
deemed  to  restrict,  and  no  award  made  in  any 
arbitration  under  this  Section  shall  restrict,  the 
exhibitor’s  right  to  license  for  any  theatre  any 
run  which  he  is  able  to  negotiate  with  any  dis- 
tributor, nor  the  distributor's  right  to  license  for 
any  theatre  any  run  which  it  desires  to  grant. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  Section  and  no  award 
hereafter  entered  in  any  arbitration  in  accord- 
ance with  its  provisions  shall  apply  to  licensing 
the  exhibition  of  any  special  feature  (Footnote 
No.  18),  provided  such  special  feature  is  licensed 
under  an  exhibition  contract  applicable  only 


15.  See  Footnote  9 to  Section  IV. 

16.  Clearance  means  the  period  of  time,  fixed  by 
agreement  between  a distributor  and  an  ex- 
hibitor, prior  to  the  expiration  of  which  a fea- 
ture licensed  for  prior  exhibition  in  a theatre 
may  not  be  exhibited  in  another  theatre  or 
theatres. 

17.  See  Footnote  9 to  Section  IV. 


thereto,  or  to  the  right  of  a distributor  defend- 
ant to  include  in  such  contract  and  to  make  a 
part  thereof  such  special  terms  and  conditions, 
including  such  special  clearance  provision  or  pro- 
visions, as  such  distributor  shall  fix,  establish 
and  enforce  for  and  in  connection  with  the  ex- 
hibition of  such  special  feature. 

tx. 

In  booking  prints  for  exhibition  by  exhibitors 
competing  on  the  same  run  in  the  same  exchange 
district  (Footnote  No.  19),  a distributor  defendant 
shall  not  withhold  delivery  of  prints  available  in 
its  exchange  from  one  exhibitor  in  order  to  give 
a competing  exhibitor  a prior  playing  date  not 
provided  for  in  his  license.  It  is  recognized  that 
distributors  must  be  permitted  discretion  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  booking  and  distributing  films 
in  an  exchange  district  when  too  few  prints  are 
available  in  the  exchange  for  the  playing  date 
desired  by  two  or  more  theatres.  In  such  cases 
this  Section  shall  have  no  application. 

Violations  of  this  Section  shall  be  subject  to 
arbitration  and,  if  the  arbitrator  finds  (Footnote 
No.  20)  that  the  distributor  complained  against  has 
pursued  a policy  of  withholding  available  prints 
from  the  complaining  exhibitor  in  violation  of  this 
Section,  he  shall  enter  an  award  directing  the 
distributor  to  discontinue  such  policy. 

X. 

A.  Controversies  arising  upon  a complaint  by 
an  independent  exhibitor  (Footnote  No.  21)  that  a 
distributor  defendant  has  arbitrarily  refused  to 
license  its  features  for  exhibition  on  the  run  re- 
quested by  said  exhibitor  in  one  of  said  exhibi- 
tor’s theatres  which  was  in  existence  or  which 
replaced  (Footnote  No.  22)  a theatre  in  existence 
at  the  date  of  this  decree  shall  be  subject  to 
arbitration. 

B.  In  any  such  arbitration  no  award  shall  be 
made  against  a distributor  defendant  unless  the 
arbitrator  shall  first  find  the  following  facts: 

(1)  The  complainant  is  an  independent  exhibi- 
tor and  the  theatre  operated  by  him  and  speci- 
fied in  his  complaint  was  in  existence  at  the  date 
of  the  decree  or  replaced  such  a theatre;  and 

(2)  Such  refusal  of  the  distributor  to  license 
its  features  for  exhibition  in  the  complainant’s 
theatre  on  the  run  requested  by  the  complainant 

(Continued  on  page  11) 


18.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Section,  a special  fea- 
ture means  a feature  which  for  a period  of 
time  is  exhibited  at  g;eneraUy  advanced  first- 
run  admission  prices. 

19.  See  Footnote  4 to  Section  III. 

20.  See  Footnote  9 to  Section  IV. 

21.  An  independent  exhibitor,  as  used  in  this  Sec- 
tion, is  one  wholly  independent  of  any  circuit 
of  more  than  five  theatres  and  not  affiliated 
either  by  stock  ownership,  common  ownership, 
common  buying  or  othenvise  with  a circuit  of 
more  than  five  theatres  and  whose  licenses  are 
not  negotiated  by  a buying  combine  or  com- 
mon buying  agent  negotiating  for  more  than 
five  theatres. 

(t  ^ 

Got  His  Copy  on 
Pre-Release  Basis 

New  York — ^To  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, October  29  was  the  “big  da-y." 

It  was  the  da'y,  of  course,  that  Judge 
Goddard  was  to  have  been  handed  a 
copy  of  the  proposed  consent  decree  in 
the  first  formal  move  to  settle  the  gov- 
ernment anti-trust  suit  against  the 
majors. 

Actually,  Judge  Goddard  was  not 
handed  a copy  of  the  decree  in  the  court 
room.  It  is  to  be  assumed  he  was  given 
a copy  during  a private  session  in  cham- 
bers before  the  court  was  called  to  order. 

It  also  is  recalled  Judge  Goddard  was 
handed  a copy  of  the  decree,  as  it  was 
written  then,  in  chambers  before  the 
court  session  of  October  22. 

(S  ■ 
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continued  during  a period  of  not  less  than  three 
successive  months;  and 

(3)  The  distributor  during  such  period  has  li- 
censed the  features  requested  by  the  complainant 
on  the  run  requested  by  him  to  a theatre  (some- 
times hereinafter  referred  to  as  a circuit  the- 
atre) which  was  in  competition  with  the  theatre 
specified  in  the  complaint  and  which  was  a com- 
ponent of  a circuit  of  not  less  than  15  theatres 
or  which  was  affiliated  eithei-  by  stock  owner- 
ship, common  ownership,  common  buying  or  oth- 
erwise with  a circuit  of  not  less  than  15  theatres 
or  the  licenses  for  which  were  negotiated  by  a 
buying  combine  or  common  buying  agent  nego- 
tiating for  not  less  than  15  theatres;  and 

(4)  The  complainant’s  theatre  has  not  avail- 
able to  its  features  sufficient  in  nature  and 
quantity  to  enable  it  to  operate  on  the  lun  re- 
quested by  the  complainant;  and 

(5)  (a)  Sul)sequent  to  July  20,  1935  and  prior 
to  July  20,  1940  the  complainant  operated  the 
theatre  specified  in  his  complaint  on  the  same  run 
as  or  on  an  earlier  run  than  that  enjoyed  by  the 
circuit  theatre  specified  in  the  complaint;  or 

(b)  Subsequent  to  July  20,  1940  and  during  the 
two  consecutive  motion  ificture  seasons  (Footnote 
No.  23)  immediately  preceding  the  filing  of  the 
complaint,  the  complainant  oi)erated  the  theatre 
specified  in  his  complaint  on  the  same  run  as  or 
on  an  earlier  run  than  that  enjoyed  by  the  cir- 
cuit theatre  specified  in  the  complaint  and  dur- 
ing such  period  exhibited  on  such  run  substan- 
tially all  the  features  released  during  such  period 
by  the  distributor  complained  against;  or 

(c)  Subsequent  to  July  20,  1935  and  iirior  to 
July  20,  1940  the  complainant  demanded  in  writ- 
ing (Footnote  No.  24)  features  for  the  theatre 
specified  in  his  complaint  from  the  distributor 
complained  against  on  the  same  run  as  or  on  an 
earlier  run  than  that  enjoyed  by  the  circuit  thea- 
tre specified  in  the  complaint;  or  the  com- 
plainant had  filed  with  a Local  Clearance  and 
Zoning  Board  or  a Local  Grievance  Board  under 
the  Code  of  Fair  Competition  for  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Industry  approved  pursuant  to  the  National 
Industrial  Recovery  Act  such  a complaint  which 
was  not  finally  disposed  of  by  .‘^administrative 
decision  under  said  Code  prior  to  May  27.  1935;  or 

(d)  The  complainant  operated  the  theatre  speci- 
fied in  his  complaint  for  at  least  one  year  prior 
to  the  entry  of  this  decree,  and  subseiiuent  to 
July  20,  1935  and  prior  to  July  20,  1940  a prior 
operator  of  said  theatre  had  demanded  in  writ- 
ing (Footnote  No.  25)  features  from  the  distributor 
complained  against  on  the  same  run  as  or  on 
an  earlier  run  than  that  enjoyed  by  the  circuit 
theatre  specified  in  the  complaint;  or  the  com- 
plainant had  filed  with  a Local  Clearance  and 
Zoning  Board  or  a Local  Grievance  Board  under 
the  Code  of  Fair  Competition  for  the  Motion 
Picture  Industry  approved  pursuant  to  the  Na- 
tional Industrial  Recovery  Act  such  a comi>laint 
which  was  not  finally  disposed  of  by  administra- 
tive decision  under  said  Code  prior  to  May  27, 
1935;  and 

(6)  Such  refusal  to  license  the  exhibition  of 
said  features  in  the  complainant’s  theatre  speci- 
fied in  his  complaint  was  in  fact  because  the 
theatre  licensed  to  exhibit  them  on  the  run  re- 
quested by  the  complainant  was  a circuit  theatre. 

C.  In  determining  whether  tlie  exhibitor’s 
complaint  is  established  by  the  evidence,  the  ar- 
bitrator shall  take  into  consideration,  among 
other  things,  the  following  factors  and  accord 
to  them  the  importance  and  weight  to  which  each 
is  entitled,  regardless  of  the  order  in  which  they 
are  listed:  the  terms,  if  any,  offered  in  respect 
of  each  of  the  two  competing  theatres;  the  seat- 
ing capacity  of  each  of  said  theatres;  the  ca- 
pacity of  each  for  producing  revenue  for  the  dis- 
tributor; the  character,  appearance  and  condi- 
tion of  each,  including  its  furnishings,  equip- 


22.  A theatre  shall  not  he  deemed  to  liave  re- 
placed such  an  existing  theatre  unless  erected 
in  the  same  neighborhood  as  one  which  was 
destroyed  or  i>ermanently  abandoned  as  a the- 
atre, for  the  purpose  of  succeeding  to  its  pat- 
ronage, and  with  a seating  capacity  not  more 
than  25  per  cent  greater  than  that  of  the 
theatre  replaced. 

23.  A motion  picture  season  means  tlie  iJcriod  from 
September  1 of  one  year  to  August  31  of  the 
next  year. 

24.  Demands  in  writing  shall  be  deemed  to  include 
complaints  in  writing  to  the  Department  of 
Justice. 

25.  See  Footnote  24  to  this  Section. 




First  Inkling  Goes 
Back  Three  Months 

New  York — First  inkling  of  the  ground 
to  be  covered  in  the  consent  decree  was 
conveyed  to  the  industry  by  BOXOFFICE 
with  exclusive  publication  on  July  27  of 
the  first  of  the  tentative  proposals  in  the 
negotiations  looking  toward  an  out-of- 
court  settlement  of  the  government's  anti- 
trust suit  against  the  majors. 

At  that  early  stage,  rules  of  arbitra- 
tion and  appeals  had  not  been  drawn 
up.  But  when  they  were,  BOXOFFICE 
again  was  first  by  publishing  the  next- 
to-final  draft  on  October  26. 

Between  then  and  now,  decree  nego- 
tiations have  been  reported  fully  and,  in 
many  instances,  ahead  of  contemporaries. 
But  even  with  the  official  release  by  the 
department  of  justice  of  the  October  25 
proposals,  some  observers,  and  they  are 
skeptics,  cling  to  the  opinion  the  final 
chapter  has  not  yet  been  written.  They 
point  to  the  title  sheet  of  the  latest  text 
which  reads,  "Draft  of  Proposals  for 
Consent  Decree." 

■ U 

ment  and  conveniences;  the  location  of  each  of 
said  theatres:  the  character  and  extent  of  the 
area  and  population  each  serves;  the  competitive 
conditions  in  the  area  in  wliicli  they  are  located; 
tlieir  comparative  suitability  (Footnote  No.  2G)  for 
exhibition  of  the  distributor’s  features  on  the  run 
reciuested;  the  cliaracter  and  aldlity  of  the  ex- 
liibitor  operating  each  and  his  reputation  general- 
ly in  the  industry  and  in  the  community  for 
showmanshii),  honesty  and  fair  dealing;  the  policy 
under  which  each  of  the  theatres  has  been  oper- 
ated and  the  policy  under  which  the  complainant 
proposes  to  operate  his  said  theatre  if  he  ob- 
tains the  run  requested;  the  financial  respon- 
sildlity  of  the  exhibitor  operating  each  of  said 
theatres;  and  the  distributor’s  prior  relations  with 
each  of  the  two  theatres  involved  and  with  their 
owners  and  operators  and  any  equities  arising 
therelrom. 

I.>.  If  in  any  such  arbitration  the  arbitrator 
finds  (Footnote  No.  27)  for  the  complainant,  he 
may  enter  an  award  against  the  distributor  which 
shall  not  affect  the  license  to  exhibit  any  feature 
then  under  license  to  the  circuit  theatre  but  which 
shall  prohibit  such  distributor  from  thereafter 
licensing  its  features  for  exhibition  either  in  the 
circuit  theatre  specified  in  the  com])laint  on  the 
run  requested  liy  the  complainant,  or  in  the  com- 
plainant's theatre  specified  in  the  complaint,  on 
such  run,  otherwise  than  by  a separate  contract 
or  agreement  which  shall  not  be  a part  of  any 
contract  or  agreement  for  the  licensing  of  fea- 
tures for  exhibition  in  any  other  theatre  or  con- 
ditioned upon  the  licen.sing  of  features  for  ex- 
hibition in  any  other  theatre. 

E.  After  a final  award  in  favor  of  a com- 
plaining exhibitor  has  been  made  under  this  Sec- 
tion, such  exhibitor  may  institute  a further  arbi- 
tration proceeding  (to  be  held  before  the  arbitrator 
who  entered  the  original  award,  if  available)  upon 
the  ground  that  such  award  has  not  been  complied 
with  in  good  faith  by  the  distributor  against  which 
it  was  entered.  If  in  any  such  proceeding  the 
arbitrator  shall  find  (Footnote  No.  27)  that  the 
distril.)Utor  has  not  complied  in  good  faith  with 
the  original  award,  the  arbitrator  may  award 
damages  to  the  exhibitor  for  loss  resulting  from 
the  distributor’s  failure  to  comply  with  the  origi- 
nal award  but  any  such  award  of  damages  shall 
be  purely  compensatory. 

Any  further  arbitration  luoceeding  for  an  award 
of  damages  for  violation  of  the  original  award 


2().  In  cMuisidering  this  fiutor  in  situations  where 
the  exhibitor  eiistoiuaiiI.>  exhibits  feature.s  in 
two  <»r  more  theatres  on  the  same  run  in  the 
same  situation  as  a unit  by  <'ontraoting  for 
grou|)s  of  features  on  an  “or”  basis  (i.  e.,  for 
exhibition  at  one  of  two  or  more  si>eeifie<l 
theatres)  all  of  such  theatres  may  be  consid- 
ered colleetively  as  a unit. 

27.  See  Footnote  9 to  Section  IV. 


must  be  commenced  within  sixty  days  after  such 
violation  has  occurred,  by  filing  a statement  speci- 
fying the  facts  constituting  each  alleged  viola- 
tion for  which  damages  are  sought  and  the  ex- 
hibitor’s alleged  damages  resulting  from  each 
such  alleged  violation.  No  award  of  damages 
shall  be  made  in  any  such  proceeding  for  any 
violation  of  the  original  award  not  occurring 
within  said  sixty  day  period,  but  prior  violations 
may,  in  any  such  proceeding,  be  considered  by  the 
arbitrator  as  evidence  bearing  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  distributor’s  good  faith. 

XI. 

(1)  For  a period  of  three  years  after  the  entry 
of  the  decree  herein  each  of  the  consenting  de- 
fendants will  notify  (Footnote  No.  28)  the  Be- 
l^artment  of  Justice  immediately  of  any  legally 
binding  commitment  for  the  acquisition  by  it  of 
any  additional  theatre  or  theatres. 

(2)  During  such  period  each  such  defendant 
will  also  report  (Footnote  No.  1)  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of 
each  month  the  changes  in  its  theatre  position, 
if  any,  that  have  occurred  during  the  preceding 
month,  as  follows,  together  with  a statement  of 
the  reasons  for  such  changes: 

(a)  Theatres  contracted  to  be  built,  or 
under  construction; 

(b)  Theatres  lost  or  disposed  of; 

(c)  Theatres  acquired; 

(d)  Interests  in  theatres  acquired,  with 
a statement  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
such  interests. 

(3)  If  upon  receipt  of  such  information  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  requests  any  such  defendant 
to  furnisli  further  information  with  respect  to 
any  of  the  above  transactions  in  which  it  is  in- 
volved, such  defendant  will  make  a reasonable 
effort  to  supply  such  information  promptly. 

(4)  No  information  furnished  under  subdivision 
(1),  (2)  or  (3)  hereof  shall  be  divulged  by  any 
representative  of  the  Department  of  Justice  to 
any  })erson  other  than  a duly  authorized  repre- 
sentative of  the  Department  of  Justice,  except 
in  the  course  of  legal  proceedings  to  which  the 
United  States  is  a party,  or  as  otherwise  re- 
quired by  law. 

(5)  For  a period  of  three  years  following  the 
entry  of  this  decree,  no  consenting  defendant 
shall  enter  upon  a general  program  of  expand- 
ing its  theatre  holdings.  Nothing  herein  shall 
prevent  any  such  defendant  from  acquiring  thea- 
tres or  interests  therein  to  protect  its  investment 
or  its  competitive  position  or  for  ordinary  pur- 
poses of  its  business.  Proceedings  based  on  a 
violation  of  this  subdivision  (5)  shall  be  only  by 
application  to  the  Court  for  injunctive  relief 
against  the  consenting  defendant  complained 
against,  which  shall  be  limited  to  restraining  the 
acquisition,  or  ordering  the  divestiture,  of  the 
theatres  or  interests  therein,  if  any,  about  to  be 
acquired,  or  acquired,  in  violation  of  this  Section. 

xir. 

(a)  If,  prior  to  June  1,  1942,  a decree  shall 

not  liave  been  entered  against  the  defendants, 
United  Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Corporation 
and  Columbia  Pictures • Corporation,  requiring  each 
of  them  to  trade  show  its  features  before  licensing 
the  same  for  exhibition.  Section  III  of  this  de- 
cree, after  said  date,  shall  be  inoperative  and  of 
no  binding  force  and  effect  upon  the  consenting 
defendants,  or  any  of  them,  except  with  respect  to 
licenses  entered  into  prior  to  September  1,  1942, 
for  the  exhibition  of  features  released  i)rior  to 
such  date  and  subsequent  to  August  31,  1941. 

(b)  If,  prior  to  June  1.  1942,  a decree  shall  not 
have  been  entered  against  the  defendants  United 
Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Corporation  and 
Columbia  Pictures  Corporation,  limiting  the  num- 
ber of  features  which  may  be  licensed  in  a single 
group,  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  de- 
cree, after  said  date,  shall  be  inoperative  and  of 
no  binding  force  and  effect  upon  the  consenting 
defendants,  or  any  of  them,  except  with  respect 
to  licenses  entered  into  prior  to  September  1, 

(Continued  on  page  12) 


2S.  The  notifioiitioii  and  report  shall  include  such 
coininitments  and  changes  as  ina.v  have  been 
made  by  corporations  not  parties  to  this  de- 
cree which  are  controlletl  by  such  defendant. 
They  shall  also  include  such  coniinitinents  or 
changes  as  may  have  been  made  by  corpora- 
tions in  which  such  defendant  owns  a finan- 
cial interest  but  which  it  does  not  control,  if 
such  defendant  has  received  knowledge  of  such 
coininitments  or  changes.  Kach  defendant  will 
reipiest  such  c(»rporations  to  notify  it  imme- 
diately of  any  such  coinmitinent  or  change. 
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Prophesy  on  Intervention 

New  York — In  light  of  the  political  forecasts,  straw  ballots  and  prophesies  that  are 
filling  the  air  these  pre-election  days,  a prominent  attorney  feels  he  is  not  out  of 
order  in  offering  the  reasons  he  believes  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  will  put 
forth  in  denying  exhibitor  associations  and  leading  theatre  operators  the  right  to 
press  for  amendment  of  objectionable  provisions  in  the  consent  decree. 

The  attorney  has  the  floor: 

"I  think  Judge  Goddard  will  be  very  courteous  and  receptive  to  the  people  who 
will  have  something  to  say  against  the  decree  the  way  it  now  stands.  After  listening 
to  their  complaints  he  may  even  take  them  under  advisement.  Whether  he  does  this 
or  not  I think  this  will  be  his  decision:  'Gentlemen,  despite  what  appears  as  a certain 
degree  of  merit  to  the  complaints  you  offer  I do  not  deem  it  sufficient  to  upset  the 
decree  purely  on  the  speculation  that  the  provisions  of  the  decree  will  impose  an 
undue  hardship  on  your  operations'." 


Three-Year  Span  for 
Theatre  Acquisition 


(Continued  from  page  11) 

1942,  for  the  exhibition  of  features  released  prior 
to  such  date  and  subsequent  to  August  31.  1941. 

(c)  If,  prior  to  June  1,  1942.  a decree  shall  have 
been  entered  against  the  defendants.  United  Art- 
ists Corporation,  Universal  Corporation  and  Co- 
lumbia Pictures  Corporation,  containing  provisions 
requiring  each  of  them  to  trade  show  its  features 
before  licensing  the  same  for  exhibition,  any  con- 
senting defendant  may  at  any  time  thereafter  file 
herein  a written  notice  of  its  election  to  be  re- 
lieved from  further  compliance  with  Section  III 
of  this  decree  and  to  comply  with  said  pro- 
visions of  such  decree  against  said  defendants 
United  Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Corporation 
and  Columbia  Pictures  Corporation,  and  thereupon 
an  order  or  supplemental  decree  shall  be  entered 
herein  on  the  application  of  the  defendant  or 
defendants  so  electing  which  shall  subject  said 
defendant  or  defendants  to  such  provisions  of  such 
other  decree  and  entitle  it  or  them  to  the  bene- 
fits of  any  terms  thereof  providing  for  the  sus- 
pension, modification  or  vacation  of  said  pro- 
visions, and  relieve  it  or  them  from  further  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  Section  III  of  this 
decree. 

(d)  If,  prior  to  June  1.  1942,  a decree  shall 

have  been  entered  against  the  defendants  United 
Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Corporation  and 
Columbia  Pictures  Corporation  containing  pro- 
visions limiting  the  number  of  features  which 
may  be  licensed  in  a single  group,  any  consent- 
ing defendant  may  at  any  time  thereafter  file 
herein  a written  notice  of  its  election  to  be  re- 
lieved from  further  compliance  with  subdivision 
(a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree  and  to  comply 
■with  said  provisions  of  such  decree  against  said 
defendants  United  Artists  Corporation,  Universal 
Corporation  and  Columbia  Pictures  Corporation, 
and  thereupon  an  order  or  supplemental  decree 
shall  be  entered  herein  on  the  application  of  the 
defendant  or  defendants  so  electing  which  shall 
subject  such  defendant  or  defendants  to  said  pro- 
visions of  such  other  decree  and  entitle  it  or 
them  to  the  benefits  of  any  terms  thereof  pro- 
viding for  the  suspension,  modification  or  vaca- 
tion of  said  provisions,  and  relieve  it  or  them 
from  further  compliance  with  the  provisions  of 
subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree. 

(e)  If,  prior  to  June  1,  1942,  (1)  a decree,  con- 

taining the  provisions  referred  to  in  subdivision 
(c)  hereof,  or  (2)  a decree  containing  the  pro- 
visions referred  to  in  subdivision  (d)  hereof,  or 
(3)  a decree  containing  the  provisions  referred 
to  in  both  of  said  subdivisions,  shall  have  been 
entered  against  the  defendants  United  Artists 
Corporation,  Universal  Corporation  and  Columbia 
Pictures  Corporation,  but  an  appeal  therefrom  has 
been  taken  or  any  of  said  provisions  have  not  be- 
come operative  and  of  full  force  and  effect,  then 
the  operation  of  the  provisions  dealing  with  the 
same  subject  matter  contained  in  Section  III  or 
subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree  shall 
be  suspended  and  shall  be  of  no  binding  force 
and  effect  upon  any  consenting  defendant  except 
■with  respect  to  licenses  entered  into  prior  to 
September  1,  1942,  for  the  exhibition  of  features 
released  prior  to  said  date  and  subsequent  to 
August  31,  1941,  unless  and  until  such  decree 

shall  become  final  and  such  provisions  shall  be 
in  full  force  and  effect  against  the  defendants 
United  Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Corpora- 
tion and  Columbia  Pictures  Corporation.  After 
such  decree  shall  have  become  final,  any  con- 
senting defendant  may  at  any  time  exercise  its 
right  of  election  provided  for  in  subdivision  (c) 
and  (d)  of  this  Section. 

(f)  If,  at  any  time,  an  Act  of  Congress  or  a 
rule  or  regulation  made  pursuant  to  an  Act  of 
Congress  shall  require  the  trade  showing  of 


features  before  licensing  the  same  for  exhibi- 
tion, each  of  the  consenting  defendants  shall  be 
relieved  from  further  compliance  with  Section  III 
of  this  decree,  and  if,  at  any  time,  an  Act  of 
Congress  or  a rule  or  regulation  made  pursuant 
to  an  Act  of  Congress  shall  limit  the  number  of 
features  that  may  be  licensed  in  a single  group, 
each  of  the  consenting  defendants  shall  be  re- 
lieved from  further  compliance  ■w'ith  subdivision 
(a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree.  In  either  of 
such  events  any  consenting  defendant  may  at  any 
time  make  application  to  this  Court,  of  which 
notice  shall  be  served  upon  Petitioner  and  all 
other  consenting  defendants,  for  an  order  reliev- 
ing the  consenting  defendants,  and  each  of  them, 
from  further  compliance  with  Section  III  or  sub- 
division (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree,  or 
both,  as  the  case  may  be.  and  vacating  the 

same,  and  thereupon  this  Court  shall  make  and 
enter  such  an  order. 

(g)  At  any  time  after  September  1,  1943,  any 

consenting  defendant  may  move  to  vacate  the 
then  effective  provisions  of  Section  III  and  sub- 
division (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree  by  filing 
an  application  under  oath  stating  that  during 
any  consecutive  twelve-month  period  preceding 
the  filing  of  such  application  either  (1)  distribu- 
tors of  motion  picture  films  have  licensed  25  per 
cent  or  more  of  the  features  released  for  ex- 

hibition in  the  United  States  otherwise  than  in 
accordance  with  the  then  effective  provisions  of 
Section  III  and  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV 
of  this  decree  (Footnote  No.  29)  or  (2)  12%  per 
cent  or  more  of  the  total  gross  income  from 

licenses  for  the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in 
the  United  States,  excluding  the  gross  income  of 
states  rights  exchanges,  has  been  derived  from 
pictures  licensed  otherwise  than  in  accordance 
wdth  the  then  effective  provisions  of  Section  III, 
and  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree 
(Footnote  No.  29). 

Petitioner  and  all  other  consenting  defendants 
shall  be  served  with  notice  of  the  filing  of  such 
application. 

Upon  such  application  the  Court  shall  enter 
an  order  relieving  the  defendants  from  further 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  III 
and  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree, 
unless  within  sixty  (60)  days  after  service  of 
such  application  Petitioner  shall  establish  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  during  said  twelve- 
months  period  less  than  12%  per  cent  of  the 
total  gross  income  from  licenses  for  the  exhibition 
of  motion  pictures  in  the  United  States,  exclud- 
ing the  gross  income  of  states  rights  exchanges, 
had  been  derived  from  pictures  licensed  other- 
wise than  in  accordance  ■with  the  then  effective 
provisions  of  Section  III  and  subdivision  (a) 
of  Section  IV  of  this  decree.  (Footnote  No.  29). 

(h)  At  any  time  after  September  1.  1942,  any 

nonsenting  defendant  may  apply  to  the  court  to 
vacate  the  provisions  of  Section  III  and  subdi- 
vision (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree,  or  the 
provisions  of  either  of  such  Sections,  and  upon 
such  application,  the  Court  shall  enter  an  order 
relieving  the  consenting  defendants  from  further 
compliance  ■with  such  provisions,  upon  such  de- 
fendant showdng  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court 
that,  subsequent  to  said  date  and  by  reason  of 
the  competition  of  persons  not  selling  exclusively 
in  accordance  with  said  provisions  of  said  Sec- 
tions. or  of  either  of  them  (Footnote  No.  29),  com- 
pliance by  the  applicant  defendant  with  such 
provisions  of  said  Sections,  or  of  either  of  them, 
has  substantially  and  adversely  affected  the  ap- 
plicant defendant’s  business. 

xm. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  decree  shall  apply  to 
operations  or  activities  of  any  consenting  de- 
fendant outside  of  the  continental  United  States 
(Footnote  No.  31)  or  to  operations  or  activities  of 


29.  Or  with  corresponding  then  effective  provisions 
of  a decree  against  the  defendants,  United  Art- 
ists Cori>oration,  Universal  Corporation  and 
Columbia  Pictures  Corporation,  referred  to  in 
subdivisions  (c)  and  (d)  of  this  Section. 

30.  See  Footnote  20  to  this  Section. 


Roadshow  Designation 
Rights  Are  Retained 


any  consenting  defendant  within  the  continental 
United  States  insofar  as  they  relate  to  the  dis- 
tribution or  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  outside 
of  the  continental  United  States. 

xrv. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  decree  shall  be  con- 
strued to  limit  or  affect  the  right  of  any  dis- 
tributor defendant,  prior  to  the  general  release 
of  a motion  picture,  to  road  show  such  picture  or 
to  license  or  otherwise  arrange  for  the  road 
showing  (Footnote  No.  32)  of  such  picture  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  fixed  by 
the  distributor. 


XV. 

The  provisions  of  this  decree  shall  not  apply  to 
any  franchise  which  was  signed  prior  to  June  6, 
1940,  or  to  any  license  entered  into  pursuant  to 
such  franchise,  except  that  Section  VIII  hereof 
shall  appy  to  all  such  franchises  and  such  li- 
censes between  parties  bound  by  this  decree 
other  than  licenses  referred  to  in  Section  XVII 
hereof. 


XVI. 

No  consenting  defendant  and  no  officer,  di- 
rector, agent  or  employee  of  any  such  defendant, 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  violated  any  provision 
of  this  decree  if  the  arbitration  of  disputes  or 
controversies  arising  relative  to  the  subject  mat- 
ter thereof  is  herein  provided  for,  unless  such 
defendant  has  refused  to  arbitrate  such  a dis- 
pute or  controversy  in  the  manner  and  under  the 
conditions  specified  in  this  decree  and  in  the 
Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals  which  are  filed 
herewith,  as  amended  from  time  to  time,  or  has 
failed  or  refused  to  abide  by  and  perform  the 
final  award  (Footnote  No.  33)  made  and  entered 
in  such  an  arbitration  proceeding. 

XVII. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  decree  shall  be  con- 
strued to  limit,  impair  or  restrict  in  any  way 
whatsoever  the  right  of  each  distributor  defend- 
ant (Footnote  No.  34)  to  license  the  exhibition, 
or  in  any  way  to  arrange  or  provide  for  the  ex- 
hibition in  such  manner,  upon  such  terms 
and  subject  to  such  conditions  as  may  be 
satisfactory  to  it,  of  any  or  of  all  of  the  motion 
pictures  ■which  it  may  at  any  time  distribute 
(1)  in  any  theatre  in  the  ownership,  lease,  man- 
agement or  operation,  or  in  the  proceeds  or 
profits  from  the  management  or  operation  of 
wdiich,  it  directly  or  indirectly,  by  stock  owner- 
ship or  otherwise,  o^wms  a financial  interest  at 
the  time  of  the  entry  of  this  decree  and  also 
at  the  time  of  such  license,  and  (2)  in  any  thea- 
tre in  the  ownership,  lease,  management  or 
operation,  or  in  the  proceeds  or  profits  from  the 
management  or  operation  of  which,  such  distribu- 
tor defendant  acquires  after  the  date  of  the 
decree  and  ow’us  at  the  time  of  such  license, 
directly  or  indirectly,  by  stock  ownership  or  other- 
wise, a financial  interest  of  not  less  than  50  per 
centum  and  (3)  in  any  theatre  in  the  owmership, 
lease,  management,  or  operation,  or  in  the  pro- 
ceeds or  profits  from  the  management  or  opera- 
tion of  w'hich.  a company  in  which  such  defend- 
ant owuied  not  less  than  42  per  cent  of  the  com- 
mon stock  at  the  date  of  the  decree  and  at  the 
time  of  such  license  (Footnote  No.  35),  acquires 
after  the  date  of  the  decree  and  owns  at  the 
time  of  such  license,  directly  or  indirectly,  by 

(Continued  on  page  16) 


31.  The  continental  United  States  as  used  herein 
means  the  territory  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  forty-eight  states  and  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

32.  Road  showing  is  an  exhibition  at  a theatre 
wliere  a majority  of  the  main  floor  seats  for 
each  evening  i>erformanee  are  reserved  and 
sold  at  an  admission  price  of  not  less  than 
one  dollar. 

3,3.  For  the  puri>oses  of  this  Section  the  final  award 
in  any  arbitration  proceeding  under  Section  X 
of  this  decree  shall  be  only  a final  award  for 
damages  as  therein  provided. 

34.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Section  (1)  defendant 
KKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.,  or  its  successors, 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  the  same  interest  in 
the  ownership,  lease,  management  or  operation 
or  in  the  proceeds  or  profits  from  the  manage- 
ment or  oi>eration  of  any  theatre  w'hich  Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum  Corporation,  or  its  successors, 
directy  or  indirectly,  has;  and  (2)  defendant 
Vitagraph,  Inc.,  or  its  successors,  shall  be 
deeme<l  to  have  the  same  interest  in  the  owner- 
ship, lease,  management  or  operation  or  in 
the  proceeds  or  profits  from  the  management 
or  oi>eration  of  any  theatre  which  Warner 
I^rothers  Pictures,  Inc.,  or  its  successors,  di- 
recty or  indirectly,  has. 
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TEXT  OF  PROPOSED  ROLES  OF  ARRITRATION 
AND  APPEALS  UNDER  CONTEMPLATED  DECREE 


New  York — Complete  text  of  the  pro- 
posals for  arbitration  and  appeals  under 
the  proposed  decree  as  made  public  here 
by  the  department  of  justice: 

I. — -Initiation  of  Arbitration: 

An  arbitration  proceeding  shall  be  initiated  by 
filing  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  having  juris- 
diction (*)  of  the  controversy  a Demand  for  Arbi- 
tration and  a submission  as  provided  in  subdivi- 
sion 9 of  Section  XXII  of  the  Decree,  and  by 
paying  a filing  fee  of  $10.00  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal. 

The  Demand  for  Arbitration  shall  be  signed  by 
the  complainant  and  shall  set  forth; 

The  name  and  address  of  the  complaining  party; 
the  name  and  the  address  of  each  theatre  involved 
in  the  controversy;  the  name  and  address  of  each 
exhibitor  or  distributor  against  whom  complaint 
is  made  (hereafter  sometimes  referred  to  as  a 
defending  party);  the  name  and  address  of  each 
other  exhibitor  or  distributor  whose  business  or 
property  it  is  believed  by  the  complainant  may 
be  affected  by  an  award  in  the  proceeding;  and 
a brief  statement  in  simple  language  of  the  claim 
and  the  relief  sought. 

At  the  same  time  a sufficient  number  of  copies 
of  the  Demand  shall  be  delivered  by  the  com- 
plainant to  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  for  delivery 
to  the  defending  parties  and  to  the  other  ex- 
hibitors and  distributors  named  in  the  Demand. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  de- 
liver one  copy  to  each  defending  party  and  to 
each  such  other  exhibitor  and  distributor. 

Any  defending  party  may,  within  seven  days 
after  the  date  on  which  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal 
delivered  a copy  of  the  Demand  to  such  party, 
sign  and  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  a 
list  giving  the  name  and  address  of  each  exhibi- 
tor or  distributor  not  named  in  the  Demand  whose 
business  or  property  it  is  believed  by  such  party 
may  be  affected  by  an  award  in  the  proceeding. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  de- 
liver a copy  of  the  Demand  to  each  exhibitor  and 
distributor  named  in  any  list  filed  by  any  de- 
fending party. 

Any  exhibitor  and  distributor  named  either 
in  the  Demand  or  in  any  list  filed  by  any  de- 
fending party  and  any  other  exhibitor  or  dis- 
tributor whose  business  or  property  may  be  af- 
fected by  an  award  in  the  proceeding  may  at 
any  time  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  first 
hearing  intervene  and  thereby  become  a party 
to  the  proceeding  by  filing  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  a statement  of  his  claim  which  shall  set 
forth  his  interest  as  an  intervener  in  the  pro- 
ceeding and  a submission  as  provided  in  sub- 
division 9 of  Section  XXII  of  the  Decree  and  by 
paying  a filing  fee  of  $10  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal. 

Upon  any  exhibitor  or  distributor  intervening 
as  a party  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forth- 
with deliver  to  all  parties  notice  of  such  inter- 
vention. 

Any  party  who  intervenes  more  than  15  days 
after  the  filing  of  the  Demand  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  participate  in  the  selection  of  the  arbi- 
trator. 

II.  — Qualification  of  Arbitrators: 

No  person  shall  be  appointed  a member  of  a 
Panel  of  Arbitrators  established  in  accordance 
with  the  Decree  who  has  any  financial  interest 
in,  or  has  had  any  connection  with,  the  produc- 
tion, distribution  or  exhibition  of  motion  pictures, 
or  has  or  has  had  any  interest  in  any  motion  pic- 
ture theatre,  as  landlord,  lessor  or  otherwise. 

No  member  of  a Panel  shall  serve  as  an  arbi- 
trator in  any  arbitration  proceeding  if  he  has, 
or  has  had  any  financial  or  other  relations  with 
any  party  to  the  arbitration,  or  has  any  interest  in 
the  result  of  the  arbitration,  or  has  any  personal 
bias,  which  might  prejudice  the  right  of  any 
party  to  a fair  and  impartial  award. 

III.  — Appointment  of  Arbitrators: 

Not  less  than  15  nor  more  than  17  days  after 
the  filing  of  the  Demand  in  accordance  with 
Rule  I,  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  deliver 
to  each  party  an  identical  list  of  arbitrators  se- 
lected from  the  Panel  of  Arbitrators,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  parties  to  indicate  thereon 
their  preference  of  arbitrators.  A period  of  seven 
days  from  the  date  of  delivery  of  the  list  shall 
be  allowed  the  parties  for  the  return  of  the  list. 


(*)  Filed  herewith  and  made  a part  of  these 
rules  is  a map  showing  the  territory  throughout 
which  each  Arbitration  Tribunal  shall  have  juris- 
diction and  the  city  in  which  each  Arbitration 
Tribunal  shall  be  located. 


If  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  does  not  receive  the 
list  from  any  party  within  said  period  all  the 
names  on  such  list  shall  be  deemed  acceptable  to 
such  party. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  ap- 
point an  arbitrator  from  the  names  indicated  as 
acceptable  to  all  parties.  In  the  event  no  name 
appears  from  the  lists  to  be  acceptable  to  all 
parties,  or  that  none  of  those  shown  to  be  ac- 
ceptable is  available,  the  American  Arbitration 
Association  shall  appoint  an  arbitrator  from  the 
remaining  members  of  the  Panel. 

Not  less  than  16  days  after  the  filing  of  the 
Demand  and  prior  to  the  appointment  of  an 
arbitrator,  the  parties  to  any  controversy  may 
by  written  agreement  unanimously  appoint  one  or 
more  arbitrators  from  the  Panel  of  Arbitrators  to 
arbitrate  such  controversy,  by  filing  such  agree- 
ment with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal. 

No  irregularity  in  the  appointment  of  an  arbi- 
trator shall  affect  the  validity  of  the  proceeding 
or  of  the  award. 

Notice  of  appointment  shall  forthwith  be  given 
to  the  arbitrator  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal, 
and  a signed  acceptance  obtained. 

IV.  — Keinoval  of  Arbitrator  aiul  Filing  of 

Vacancy: 

Upon  written  application  of  any  party  prior 
to  the  date  the  arbitrator’s  award  becomes  final, 
the  American  Arbitration  Association  shall,  upon 
proof  satisfactory  to  it  that  an  arbitrator  is  dis- 
qualified under  Rule  II,  revoke  the  appointment 
of  such  arbitrator  and  declare  the  office  vacant 
and  the  award,  if  any,  vacated.  No  such  action 
shall  be  taken  by  the  American  Arbitration  Asso- 
ciation in  any  case  where  an  award  has  been 
made  unless  the  applicant  party  shall  have  given 
five  days’  notice  of  its  application  to  all  other 

a 

Administrator  Out 
Under  Current  Plan 

New  York — Plans  for  an  administrator 
for  arbitration  who  would  have  the 
power  to  amend  or  add  to  the  rules  of 
arbitration  and  appeals  are  out.  The 
original  idea  was  provided  in  Section 
XXII  in  the  Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Ap- 
peals and  this  has  been  dropped  entire- 
ly. The  original  section  was  as  follows: 
"Amendments  to  Rules.  Subject  to  the 
provision  of  the  decree  these  rules  may 
be  amended  or  added  to  by  the  Adminis- 
trator with  the  approval  of  the  Appeal 
Board." 

'J 

parties.  Unless  application  for  disqualification 
is  made  immediately  following  a party’s  dis- 
covery of  the  reason  therefore  such  party  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  waived  such  disqualification. 

The  American  Arbitration  Association  may  also 
revoke  the  appointment  of  an  arbitrator  at  any 
time  by  reason  of  his  neglect,  refusal  or  failure 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office. 

If  the  appointment  of  an  arbitrator  is  revoked, 
or  if  by  reason  of  resignation,  death,  or  illness  an 
arbitrator  is  unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  his 
office,  a new  arbitrator  shall  forthwith  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  from  among 
the  names  acceptable  to  the  parties  or  by  the 
American  Arbitration  Association  in  accordance 
with  the  second  paragraph  of  Rule  III. 

V.  — Hearings: 

Hearings  shall  be  held  at  the  office  of  the 
Arbitration  Tribunal  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
controversy  involved  or  at  such  other  place  in 
the  same  Arbitration  District  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties  with  the  consent  of  the 
arbitrator. 

Hearings  shall  commence  as  promptly  as  pos- 
sible after  the  appointment  of  the  arbitrator. 

The  time  of  the  beginning  of  the  hearings  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  arbitrator,  who  may  adjourn  the 
hearing  from  time  to  time. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  deliver  to  the 
parties  written  notice  of  the  name  of  the  arbi- 
trator and  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  beginning 
of  the  hearing  at  least  five  days  prior  thereto, 
unless  such  notice  is  waived  by  the  parties. 

VI.  — Procedure  at  Hearings: 

The  arbitrator  shall  take  the  oath  of  office 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  administrator  before 


proceeding  with  the  hearing. 

Parties  may  appear  ]>ersonally  and  be  repre- 
sented by  counsel  or  by  others. 

Each  party  shall  have  the  right  to  examine  or 
cross  examine  all  witnesses. 

Witnesses  shall  testify  under  oath  or  its  legal 
equivalent. 

Evidence  shall  be  received  only  at  hearings  of 
which  all  parties  shall  have  had  due  notice  and 
the  arbitrator  in  making  his  award  shall  con- 
sider only  such  evidence,  and  such  inspection  as 
he  may  make  hereunder. 

The  arbitrator  shall  have  power  to  require  any 
party  to  produce  such  records  or  documents  as 
the  arbitrator  may  deem  necessary  to  a proper 
determination  of  the  controversy.  In  lieu  of  pro- 
ducing or  offering  original  records  or  documents, 
any  party  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  arbi- 
trator produce  or  offer  sworn  copies  thereof  or 
sworn  excerpts  of  the  relevant  or  material  portions 
thereof.  If  any  party  challenges  the  authenticity, 
correctness  or  adeciuacy  of  such  documents,  or 
excerpts,  the  arbitrator  shall  determine  such 
authenticity,  correctness  or  adequacy.  All  ex- 
hibits offered  in  evidence  shall  be  numbered  and 
so  marked  as  to  indicate  whether  or  not  they 
were  received. 

The  arbitrator  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  rele- 
vancy and  materiality  of  the  evidence  offered  and 
conformity  to  legal  rules  of  evidence  shall  not  be 
necessary. 

Whenever  the  arbitrator  deems  it  necessary  he 
may  make  an  inspection  in  connection  with  the 
subject  matter  of  the  controversy  upon  notice  to 
the  parties. 

The  arbitrator  may  hear  argument  and  receive 
briefs. 

VII.  — Closing  and  Reopening  the  Proceeding: 

After  all  parties  have  indicated  that  they  have 
no  further  evidence  to  offer,  the  arbitrator  shall 
declare  the  proceedings  closed. 

Prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  making 
an  award  the  arbitrator  may  reopen  a proceeding 
upon  his  own  initiative,  or  for  good  cause  upon 
the  written  application  of  any  party  on  five  days’ 
notice  to  all  other  parties. 

At  any  time  within  20  days  after  the  award 
has  been  filed  the  arbitrator  may  also  reopen  the 
lu'oceedings  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  in- 
advertent errors  in  the  award. 

VIII.  — Defaults  and  Withdrawals: 

If  any  party  to  a proceeding  defaults  by  failure 
to  comply  with  the  fourth  paragraph  of  Rule  XI 
or  withdraws  from  the  proceeding  after  an  arbi- 
trator is  appointed,  the  proceeding  shall  never- 
theless continue  to  an  award  unless  all  other 
parties  to  the  proceeding  consent  to  a dismissal. 
A party  who  defaults  or  withdraws  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  participate  further  in  the  proceeding. 

IX.  — Powers  of  Arbitrators: 

The  arbitrator  shall  have  the  powers  and  shall 
perform  the  duties  granted  to  and  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  decree  and  these  rules,  and  in  making 
his  award  he  shall  comply  with  the  decree  and 
these  rules. 

X.  — Awards: 

The  awards  shall  be  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  within  30  days  from  the  date  of  closing 
the  proceedings;  or  from  the  date  fixed  by  the 
arbitrator  for  the  filing  of  briefs,  whichever  is 
later. 

The  award  shall  be  specific,  shall  contain  such 
findings  as  are  required  by  the  decree  and  shall 
be  signed  by  the  arbitrator  and  acknowledged  be- 
fore a notary  public  or  other  office  duly  authorized 
to  administer  oaths. 

In  his  award  the  arbitrator  shall  assess  costs 
against  the  losing  party  or  parties  or  apportion 
them  among  the  parties  as  he  may  deem  proper. 
Costs  shall  be  limited  to  the  arbitrator’s  fee  and 
the  filing  fees. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  de- 
liver a copy  of  the  award  and  any  corrected  award 
to  each  party  with  the  date  of  filing  endorsed 
thereon. 

The  award  or,  if  corrected,  the  corrected  award 
shall  become  final  and  binding  upon  the  parties 
upon  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  filing  a 
notice  of  appeal  therefrom,  unless  an  appeal  is 
taken  in  accordance  with  these  Rules. 

XI.  — Arbitrator’s  Fees : 

The  American  Arbitration  Association  shall  fix 
for  each  Arbitration  District  the  per  diem  rate 
of  the  arbitrator’s  fee  which  in  no  event  shall  ex- 
ceed $50  per  diem.  The  arbitrator  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  per  diem  fee  for  each  day  or  part 
thereof  that  he  shall  attend  a hearing  or  make 
an  inspection.  No  other  compensation  and  no 
gratuities  or  benefits  of  any  kind  shall  be  paid 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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THE  DECREE:  WHAT  IT  FORBIDS  AND  PERMITS 
AS  ANALYZED  BY  MYERS  FOR  ALLIED  MEMBERS 


When  a suit  is  tried  and  the  court  renders  a 
decision,  the  order  which  the  court  enters  is 
called  a decree  or  a judgment.  Since  the  pur- 
pose of  such  order  is  to  carry  out  its  decision, 
the  court  has  control  over  its  provisions,  and,  in 
case  the  parties  do  not  agree  thereon,  the  court 
may  itself  write  the  decree.  That  is  a contested 
decree.  When  siu  h a decree  is  entered  in  a case 
brought  by  the  government  under  the  anti-trust 
law,  it  may  be  used  as  evidence  of  combination 
or  conspiracy  in  cases  brought  by  private  parties 
under  the  anti-trust  law  to  recover  treble  dam- 
ages. 

A consent  decree  is  one  agreed  to  by  the  plain- 
tiff and  the  defendant  in  a suit  and  is  entered 
by  consent  of  the  parties,  usually  before  trial. 
Since  it  is  not  contested,  the  court’s  discretion  is 
brought  into  play  to  only  a limited  extent  and  the 
court  really  has  no  control  over  the  specific  pro- 
visions of  a consent  decree.  Of  course,  if  the  pro- 
posed decree  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  court 
to  enter,  or  if  its  jirovisions  are  manifestly  un- 
fair or  inequitable,  or  if  it  comes  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  court  that  the  decree  is  the  product 
of  a corrupt  agreement  and  is  likely  to  become  a 
public  scandal,  then  the  court  may  refuse  to 
enter  it.  But  the  court  can  not  write  provisions 
into  or  strike  provisions  from  the  decree  merely 
to  suit  itself  or  to  accommodate  third  parties. 

A consent  decree,  entered  before  any  evidence 
is  taken,  can  not  be  used  as  evidence  in  private 
suits. 

A consent  decree,  once  entered,  is  fully  as 
binding  as  a contested  decree,  if  not  more  so, 
since  the  parties  are  prevented  by  their  con- 
sent from  later  attacking  it.  It  is  fair  to  say 
that  a consent  decree  can  only  be  set  aside  or 
modified  to  the  extent  that  provision  is  made 
therefor  in  the  decree  itself.  A consent  decree 
contains  no  findings  of  fact  and  no  adjudication 
of  guilt,  but  violation  of  its  provisions  constitutes 
contempt  of  court  and  is  punishable  as  such. 

The  proposed  consent  decree  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  only  five  of  the  Big  Eight,  namely 
Paramount.  Loew’s  (M-G-M).  KKO.  Warner  Bros! 
and  20th  Century-Fox.  The  decree  does  not  af- 
fect any  other  distributor.  Whenever  the  word 
“distributors”  is  used  herein  it  refers  to  the  five 
consenting  defendants  and  to  no  others. 

Trade  Showings  and  Groups  of  Five 

^ With  respect  to  features  released  after 
August  31.  1941  no  clistrihutor  shall  license  any 
feature  picture  for  public  exhibition  until  such 
feature  has  been  trade  shown  within  the  ex- 

change di.strict  in  which  the  public  exhibition 
is  to  be  held. 

Notice  of  ever.v  trade  showing  must  be  pub- 

lished in  advance  in  a trade  publication  having 
general  circulation  among  exhibitors  in  the  dis- 

trict. .Such  notice  must  give  the  title  of  the 
picture  and  the  date,  time  and  place  of  such 

trade  showing. 

The  purpose  of  this  provision  is  to  enable  ex- 
hibitors to  learn  about  the  pictures  offered  by 
the  distributors  before  buying  them. 

This  does  not  mean  that  an  exhibitor  must  at- 
tend the  trade  showings  in  order  to  buy  the 
pictures.  It  merely  means  that  the  trade  show- 
ings must  be  advertised  and  held  so  that  he  may 
attend  them  if  so  minded. 

Features  undoubtedly  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
trade  press  at  the  time  of  or  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  trade  showings.  The  new  practice  will 
increase  the  opportunities  of  reliable  trade  jiapers 
to  serve  the  exhibitors  by  prompt,  accurate  and 
disinterested  reviews.  Exhibitors  will  need  to 
patronize  and  support  those  publications  which  in 
the  past  have  proved  themseUes  trustw'orthy. 

2— Also  beginning  with  the  1941-1942  season,  no 
distriljutor  may  offer  more  than  five  i)ictures  in 
a single  group.  However,  a distributor  may  offer 
as  many  such  groups  at  one  time  as  it  sees  fit, 
but  it  may  not  require  an  exhibitor  to  take  an 
unwanted  group  of  features  in  order  to  buy  the 
group  he  wants. 

In  other  words,  an  exhibitor  may  buy  from  a 
distributor  as  many  groups  of  five  as  the  dis- 
tributor may  offer  at  any  one  time,  but  he  can 
not  be  forced  to  take  one  group  in  order  to  buy 
another. 

How  many  groui>s  of  five  each  distributor  will 
have  ready  to  offer  at  the  beginning  of  file  sea- 
son. or  at  any  other  time,  is  a matter  of  specula- 
tion. It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  each  dis- 
tributor will  have  as  many  pictures  completed 
and  trade  shown  at  one  time  as  available  capital 
will  permit.  It  is  not  reasonable  to  assume  that 
these  great  companies  will  allow  any  legitimate 
demand  for  films  to  go  unmet. 

Assuming  that  each  of  the  five  consenting  de- 


Result  an  Attempt  to 
Reduce  Legal  Draft 
To  Lay  Language 


Washington — Abram  F.  Myers,  general 
counsel  of  Allied,  is  author  of  “A  Simple 
Explanation  of  the  Consent  Decree.”  It 
is,  however,  a lengthy  document  the  fore- 
word of  which  declares: 

‘‘Recognizing  that  the  legal  language 
used  in  the  decree  may  be  confusing  to 
some  exhibitors,  the  general  counsel  of 
Allied  has  prepared  this  simple  explana- 
tion of  its  provisions — of  what  it  forbids 
and  what  it  permits.” 

In  connection  with  it,  Myers  also  pre- 
dicts debate  over  the  document  “will  con- 
tinue and  exhibitors  who  have  not  already 
done  so  will  be  making  up  their  minds 
whether  it  is  a good  thing  or  a bad  thing.” 

However  that  may  be,  Boxoffice  in  this 
issue,  publishes  the  first  instalment  of  the 
Myers’  analysis.  Others  will  follow  in  suc- 
ceeding issues. 


fendant.s  will  have  four  groups  ready  to  offer  at 
the  beginning  of  the  next  season,  they  together 
will  offer  the  exhibitors  a total  of  20  groups  or 
100  pictures  to  choose  from. 

A distributor  in  offering  its  features  for  license 
may  chatige  the  combinations  of  features  in 
groups  as  it  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 
This  means  that,  if  an  exhibitor  does  not  like 
all  the  pictures  in  a particular  group,  he  may 
bargain  with  the  distributor  to  substitute  there- 
for more  desirable  pictures  from  another  group. 
It  could  mean  that  a distributor,  wishing  to 
punish  an  exhibitor  for  not  buying  an  earlier 
group,  could  pack  the  desired  group  with  several 
stale  or  unwanted  pictures.  The  best  assurance 
the  exhibitors  have  that  such  tactics  will  not  be 
used  is  the  fact  that  the  department  of  justice 
will  continue  to  keep  a watchful  eye  on  the 
situation. 

The  objections  to  this  method  of  selling  are 
(a)  that,  while  it  enables  exhibitors  to  choose 
as  between  groups  of  five,  distributors  still  can 
force  unwanted  pictures  with  desirable  ones;  (b) 
that  it  dei)rives  exhibitors  of  their  present  can- 
cellation privileges,  such  as  they  are;  (c)  that 
it  threatens  the  continuous  flow  of  product  that 
exhibitors  lely  on  in  the  operation  of  their  thea- 
tres; and  (d)  that  it  will  impose  a hardship  on 
exhibitors  in  having  to  buy  at  frequent  intervals 
and  may  increase  prices. 

Those  who  favor  the  new  method  claim  that 
the  exhibitors  will  benefit  because  (a)  where 
as  he  now  has  to  buy  from  each  distributor  from 
36  to  52  pictures  sight  unseen  he  then  will  be 
able  to  choose  as  between  groups  of  five  con- 
cerning which  he  can  obtain  all  the  information 
he  wishes;  (b)  the  requirement  that  pictures  must 
be  trade  shown  before  being  offered  will  place 
them  in  the  class  of  perishalde  commodities  and 
the  distributors  will  be  under  compulsion  to  sell 
them  as  soon  as  possible,  thus  adding  to  the  ex- 
hibitors’ bargaining  power;  (c)  buying  will  not 
all  he  done  in  the  flush  days  of  the  autumn  when 
there  is  a high  price  psychology  and  some  buying 
can  be  done  between  Thanksgiving  and  Christ- 
mas. during  Lent,  and  in  the  hot  days  of  the 
summer  when  exhibitors  and  distributors  alike 
are  singing  the  blues;  (d)  the  stranglehold  of 
the  distributors  on  the  screens  will  be  broken, 
giving  the  exhibitors  greater  freedom  in  shopping 
around  and  opening  the  way  for  independent  pro- 
ducers to  enter  the  market  and  compete  with  the 
Big  Eight. 

Forcing  Features,  Shorts  and  Foreigns 

As  pointed  out  under  the  preceding  head,  the 
license  or  offer  for  license  of  one  group  of  fea- 
tures shall  not  be  conditioned  upon  the  licensing 
of  another  feature  or  group  of  features. 

The  decree  further  provides  (and  this  will  be 


effective  as  soon  as  the  decree  is  signed)  that 
no  distributor  shall  require  an  exhibitor  to  li- 
cense short  subjects,  newsreels,  trailers  or  serials 
(collectively  called  “shorts”),  or  to  license  re- 
issues, foreigns  or  westerns  (collectively  called 
“foreigns”)  as  a condition  of  licensing  desired 
groups  of  feature  pictures. 

“Westerns”  are  defined  as  “those  western  pic- 
tures which  are  not  of  the  usual  character  and 
type  of,  and  are  inexpensively  produced  as  com- 
pared with,  the  distributor’s  general  line  of  fea- 
tures. “Foreigns”  are  features  “produced  outside 
of  the  United  States  except  such  as  are  produced 
in  the  English  language  by  the  distributor  or  a 
subsidiary  or  affiliate  thereof.” 

These  provisions  against  forcing  are  clear-cut 
and  unequivocal.  The  remedy  for  forcing  is 
equally  definite  and  certain. 

Where  a contract  has  been  entered  into  and 
the  exhibitor  claims  that  unwanted  features  (other 
than  those  contained  in  a particular  group),  or 
short  subjects,  or  westerns,  or  foreigns  have  been 
forced  upon  him  as  a condition  of  licensing  the 
desired  features,  he  may  arbitrate  his  claim  pro- 
vided he  sends  written  notice  to  the  distributor 
at  its  home  office  of  his  claim  not  later  than 
two  days  after  receipt  of  the  distributor’s  written 
notice  of  approval  of  his  contract.  The  arbitrator 
in  such  a case  will  have  power  to  make  (1)  a 
finding  as  to  whether  the  licensing  of  the  desired 
features  was  in  fact  conditioned  upon  the  ex- 
hibitor buying  the  unwanted  features,  shorts, 
westerns  or  foreigns,  and,  if  his  finding  is  in  the 
affirmative,  to  make  (2)  an  award  cancelling  the 
contract  for  (or  to  the  extent  that  it  relates  to) 
the  forced  products. 

It  will  l>e  recognized  that  this  is  a great  ad- 
vance over  such  proposals  in  the  past  which 
would  have  required  the  exhibitor  to  give  notice 
of  his  claim  within  a certain  number  of  days 
after  his  application  was  signed  and  before  it  was 
finally  approved,  thus  endangering  his  contract 
as  to  the  desired  features.  Under  those  earlier 
proposals,  if  the  home  office  cancelled  his  entire 
contract,  as  it  was  free  to  do,  the  exhibitor  faced 
the  probability  that  the  exchange  in  negotiating 
a new  contract  would  simply  add  the  price  of  the 
unwanted  product  to  the  product  licensed. 

But  the  decree  does  not  stop  here.  It  recog- 
nizes that  an  exhibitor  may  not  want  to  risk 
obtaining  relief  from  a contract  including  forced 
products.  And  so  it  provides  that  where  no  li- 
cense has  been  entered  into,  controversies  as  to 
whether  a distributor  has  tried  to  force  features, 
shorts,  westerns  or  foreigns  may  also  be  arbi- 
trated. In  such  cases  the  exhibitor  must  give 
written  notice  to  the  distributor  not  later  than 
five  days  after  the  alleged  attempt  w’as  made. 
The  arbitrator,  if  he  finds  that  the  offer  of  fea- 
tures was  in  fact  conditioned  upon  the  licensing 
of  other  features,  shorts,  etc.,  may  make  an 
award  imposing  a penalty  of  $500  on  the  offend- 
ing distributor  to  be  paid  into  the  Arbitration 
Fund. 

Exhibitors  may  ask  why  they  should  maintain 
a proceeding  for  the  imposition  of  a penalty  that 
does  not  benefit  them  directly.  Obviously,  a fav- 
orable finding  by  the  arbitrator  will  pave  the 
way  for  the  exhibitor  to  negotiate  a contract  for 
the  desired  product  without  further  insistence 
that  he  accept  undesired  product.  Moreover,  the 
findings  and  penalty  will  insure  that  the  exchange 
in  question  will  be  careful  not  to  repeat  the  of- 
fense against  the  complaining  exhibitor  or  any 
other.  Alert  regional  exhibitor  associations  will 
be  interested  in  the  conduct  of  such  proceedings 
for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  all  their  members. 

Selling  in  the  Exchange  District 

One  of  the  provisions  aimed  at  curbing  circuit 
buying  power  is  the  requirement  that  no  license 
for  features  to  be  exhibited  in  one  exchange  dis- 
trict shall  include  theatres  located  in  another  ex- 
change district,  and  that  the  licensing  of  fea- 
tures for  exhibition  in  theatres  located  in  one 
exchange  district  shall  not  be  conditioned  upon 
the  licensing  of  a feature  or  group  of  features 
for  exhibition  in  theatres  located  in  another  ex- 
change district. 

In  other  words,  a distributor  in  negotiating  with 
a circuit  may  not  include  as  a part  of  a single 
deal  pictures  to  be  exhibited  in  more  than  one 
exchange  district,  nor  can  the  deal  as  to  the 
theatres  in  one  district  be  conditioned  upon  the 
negotiation  or  acceptance  of  a deal  for  the  thea- 
tres in  another  district. 

The  obvious  purpose  is  to  decentralize  buying 
power  by  requiring  a circuit  operating  in  more 
than  one  district  to  make  separate  deals  as  to  its 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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If  Your  Customers  Like 

DANCEIl 

. . they’ll  storm  your  theatre  as  the  crowds  are  storming  the 
RIVOLI,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  where  John  Ford’s  greatest 
production  is  now  in  its  4th  BIG  WEEK.  Never  has  any 
picture,  any  time  received  such  acclaim.  “Best  sea  story  since 
‘Mutiny  on  the  Bounty’!’’  says  Louella  Parsons.  “A  superb 
picture!’’  raves  Walter  Winchell.  “Unquestionably  one  of  the 
greatest  of  all  time!’’  writes  McCall’s  critic.  Pare  Lorentz,  to 
his  nine  million  readers.  While  the  New  York  Daily  News  and 
Liberty  Magazine  recommend  it  to  their  mighty  public  with 
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20-Day  Limit  Is  Set 
For  Filing  Appeals 

(Continued  from  page  13) 

to  or  conferred  upon  an  arbitrator  by  any  party. 

Any  expenses  incurred  by  an  arbitrator  in  mak- 
ing inspections  as  provided  in  Rule  VI.  or  in 
conducting  hearings  at  other  places  than  the 
Tribunal  office  as  provided  in  Rule  V.  shall  be 
borne  equally  by  the  parties. 

Prior  to  the  commencement  of  each  day’s  hear- 
ing or  inspection,  each  party  to  the  proceeding 
shall  deposit  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  a 
sum  equal  to  the  arbitrator’s  per  diem  fee.  Failure 
to  make  such  deposit  shall  constitute  a default. 

After  the  award  is  filed,  the  arbitrator  shall  be 
paid  his  fee  out  of  the  deposits  made  by  the 
parties  to  the  proceeding.  The  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  shall  return  any  undisbursed  sums  to  the 
parties  entitled  thereto  upon  the  final  disposition 
of  the  controversy. 

XII.  — Stenographic  Costs : ( * * ) 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangement  for  the  taking  of  a stenographic 
record  of  the  testimony  when  such  a record  is  re- 
quested by  one  or  more  of  the  parties  who  must 
deposit  the  cost  thereof  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal. 

Any  party  desiring  a transcript  of  the  steno- 
graphic record  of  the  hearing  shall  pay  the  cost 
thereof  and,  in  the  event  that  such  party  did  not 
pay  the  cost  of  taking  stenographic  record,  it 
shall  reimburse  the  other  party  or  parties  for  the 
cost  thereof. 

XIII.  — Extension  of  Time: 

The  parties  may  in  writing  unanimously  agree 
to  extend  the  time  specified  in  any  of  the  fore- 
going rules  and,  except  as  to  Rule  X.  the  arbitra- 
tor may  extend  such  time  upon  the  written  ap- 
plication of  any  party  upon  five  days’  notice  to 
all  other  parties. 

XIV.  — Notice  of  Appeal; 

Any  party  to  an  arbitration  proceeding  may  ap- 
peal from  an  award  by  filing  a notice  of  appeal 
with,  and  paying  a filing  fee  of  $25  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Tribunal  in  which  the  award  was  made,  not 
later  than  20  days  after  the  date  of  filing  of  the 
award  or  the  corrected  award.  The  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  shall  forthwith  deliver  a copy  of  the 
notice  of  appeal  with  the  date  of  filing  endorsed 
thereon  to  each  party  of  the  proceeding  and  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board. 

The  appellant  shall  have  made  at  his  own 
expense,  and,  within  10  days  after  filing  the 
notice  of  appeal,  shall  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  in  which  the  award  was  made,  three 
copies  of  the  transcript  of  the  stenographic  record 
of  the  hearing  or  such  al)breviation  thereof  as 
may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties. 

XV.  — Record  on  Api>eal: 

Upon  receipt  of  the  three  copies  of  the  tran- 
script filed  by  the  Appellant  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  shall  forthwith  prepare  the  record  on 
appeal  which  shall  consist  of  the  following: 

1.  The  demand  for  arbitration  and  the  sub- 
mission. 

2.  Statements  and  submissions  of  intervening 
parties. 

3.  Notice  of  appointment  and  signed  acceptance 
of  the  arbitrator. 

4.  Clerk’s  record  of  hearing. 

5.  Three  copies  of  the  transcript  of  the  steno- 
graphic record  of  hearing  or  such  abbreviation 
thereof  as  may  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
parties. 

6.  Exhibits  received  in  evidence  and  exhibits 
offered  but  not  received  in  evidence  except  such 
as  may  be  omitted  by  stipulation  of  the  parties. 

7.  The  award. 

Unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  Appeal  Board, 
the  record  on  appeal  shall  remain  on  file  in  the 
Tribunal  until  the  time  for  filing  of  all  briefs 
as  provided  in  Rule  XVI  has  expired. 

Immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  such  time 
the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  transmit  the  record 
on  appeal  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board. 

XVI.  — Proceedings  on  Ai)i)eal: 

Within  30  days  after  the  filing  of  the  notice 
of  appeal,  each  party  shall  deliver  a copy  of  his 
brief  on  appeal  to  every  other  party  and  file 

with  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board  six  copies  of 
such  brief  with  proof  of  delivery  of  copies  thereof 
to  the  other  parties. 

Within  40  days  after  the  filing  of  the  notice  of 

appeal  each  party  shall  deliver  a copy  of  any 

answering  brief  to  every  other  party  and  file 

with  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board  six  copies 
of  such  brief  with  proof  of  delivery  of  copies 
thereof  to  the  other  parties. 

The  Appeal  Board  upon  the  written  agreement 
of  all  parties  shall  and  upon  its  own  initiative  may 
order  oral  argument.  At  any  time  not  later (**) 


(**)  Under  Rule  XIV  no  appeal  can  be  taken 
unless  three  copies  of  the  transcript  of  the  record 
or  an  abbreviation  thereof  are  filed  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Tribunal. 


C(  ^ 

Rules  of  Arbitration 
Undergo  Minor  Change 

New  York — Official  release  of  the  pro- 
posed rules  of  arbitration  and  appeals 
reveals  only  slight  alterations  in  the 
text  as  compared  with  their  exclusive 
publication  in  BOXOFFICE  last  week. 

One  major  change  is  to  be  found  in 
Section  III  dealing  with  appointment  of 
arbitrators.  The  clause  now  grants  one 
additional  day — 16  instead  of  15 — for  ap- 
pointment of  one  or  more  arbitrators  after 
a demand  for  arbitration  has  been  filed. 

Other  changes  concern  re-phrasings  for 
tightening  up  purposes  and  do  not  alter 
intent. 

The  full  text,  as  officially  released,  starts 
on  page  13. 

Tribunals  lo  Await 
Goddard  Decision 

New  York — Although  the  American  Ar- 
bitration Association  is  ready  to  move  on  a 
moment’s  notice,  no  effort  will  be  made  to 
establish  arbitration  tribunals  until  the  de- 
cree is  approved  by  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 
gard  and  signed  by  the  “Big  Five.” 

Meanwhile,  the  rules  for  arbitration  and 
appeals,  as  officially  made  public,  are  be- 
ing finecombed  for  “bugs.”  If  any  are 
found,  clarification  in  language,  but  not  in 
intent,  will  follow. 

Distributors  were  busy  throughout  the 
week  with  the  AAA  on  a budget  which 
is  expected  to  run  between  $300,000  and 
$500,000  annually,  arrived  at  on  a per- 
centage of  each  signatory’s  domestic  gross 
business. 


than  five  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  time 
for  filing  answering  briefs  any  party  may  apply 
to  the  Appeal  Board  for  permission  to  ]>revent 
oral  argument.  Such  application  shall  be  in  writ- 
ing, shall  state  the  reasons  therefore  and  shall 
be  filed  witli  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board,  to- 
gether with  proof  of  delivery  of  a copy  thereof 
to  each  other  party.  Any  objection  to  such 
application  shall  he  made  in  writing  and  filed 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board,  together 
with  proof  of  delivery  of  a copy  thereof  to  each 
other  party,  within  five  days  after  filing  of  the 
application.  The  ruling  on  such  application  shall 
he  made  hy  the  Appeal  Board  forthwith  after  the 
expiration  of  the  five  day  period  allowed  for  the 
filing  of  objections  and  a copy  of  the  ruling  shall 
forthwith  be  delivered  hy  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal 
Board  to  all  parties. 

When  the  Appeal  Board  has  ordered  oral  argu- 
ment it  shall  fix  the  date  thereof.  The  Clerk  of 
the  Aijpeal  Board  shall  deliver  to  the  parties 
notice  in  writing  of  the  time  and  place  of  such 
argument,  at  least  10  days  prior  thereto. 

Oral  arguments  shall  be  heard  by  the  Appeal 
Board  only  in  New  York,  New  York. 

XVH. — Decision  and  Opinion  of  the  Appeal  Hoard: 

All  members  of  the  Appeal  Board  shall  pass  on 
all  appeals  and,  except  as  provided  in  Rule  XIX, 
on  all  other  matters  and  the  concurrence  of  two 
shall  be  necessary  to  a decision. 

The  decision  of  the  Appeal  Board  together  with 
an  opinion  stating  the  reasons  therefore  shall  he 
in  writing  and  signed  by  the  members  of  the  Ap- 
peal Board  or  a majority  thereof.  The  decision 
shall  be  acknowledged  before  a notary  public  or 
other  officer  duly  authorized  to  administer  oaths. 
The  decision  and  opinion  shall  be  filed  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board  who  shall  forthwith 
file  a copy  thereof  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal 
and  shall  forthwith  deliver  a copy  thereof  to  each 
of  the  parties.  The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall 
forthwith  notify  each  of  the  parties  of  the  date 
of  filing  with  him. 

The  Appeal  Board  in  its  decision  may  affirm, 
modify,  correct  or  reverse  the  award  of  the  arbi- 
trator including  provision  for  costs  therein,  or 
may  remand  the  proceeding  to  the  Tribunal  for 
a rehearing  or  for  further  action  in  accordance 
with  the  decision  of  the  Appeal  Board. 

The  Appeal  Board  in  its  decision  may  assess  the 
cost  of  the  stenographic  record  and  of  the  tran- 


May  Agree  to  Submit 
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script  thereof  against  the  losing  party  or  parties, 
or  apportion  it  among  the  parties  as  it  deems 
Ijroper. 

XVIII. — Proceedings  Subsequent  to  Decision  of 
Appeal  Hoard: 

Unless  the  Appeal  Board  remands  the  proceed- 
ing to  the  Tribunal  or  reopens  the  proceeding  as 
hereinafter  inovided.  the  decision  of  the  Appeal 
Board  shall  become  the  final  award  and  shall 
become  binding  on  all  parties  10  days  after  it  is 
filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal. 

When  the  Appeal  Board  remands  a proceeding 
the  ar])itiation  shall  thereupon  proceed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  decision  of  the  Appeal  Board. 

Within  10  days  after  the  decision  of  the  Appeal 
Board  has  been  filed  witli  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  the  Appeal  Board  may  reopen  the  pro- 
ceeding for  the  purpose  of  correcting  inadvertent 
errors.  In  such  case  the  corrected  decision  shall 
be  signed  and  acknowledged  and  copies  thereof 
shall  be  delivered  and  filed  as  provided  in  Rule 

XVn.  Such  corrected  c.lecision,  unless  it  remands 
the  proceeding  to  the  Tribunal,  shall  become  the 
final  award  and  shall  become  binding  on  all 
parties  when  it  is  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal,  but  in  no  event  earlier  than  10  days 
after  the  decision  corrected  thereby  was  filed 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal. 

XIX.  — Extension  of  Time : 

The  parties  may  by  written  agreement  extend 
the  time  specified  in  any  of  the  rules  relating  to 
appeals,  and  any  member  of  the  Appeal  Board 
may  do  so  upon  the  written  application  of  any 
party  made  upon  five  days’  notice  to  all  other 
parties. 

XX.  — Submission  of  Other  Controversies: 

Controversies  between  exhibitors  and  distribu- 
tors other  than  those  for  which  arbitration  is  pro- 
vided by  the  decree  may  be  submitted  to  the 
arbitration  system  by  the  parties  thereto  pro- 
vided : 

(a)  At  least  one  of  the  parties  thereto  is  a 
distributor  defendant  as  defined  in  the  Decree; 
and 

(b)  A submission  in  writing  setting  forth  the 
controversy  to  be  arbitrated  is  signed  by  all  the 
parties  thereto  and  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  having  jurisdiction. 

These  foregoing  rules  insofar  as  they  are  ap- 
plicable shall  apply  to  the  arbitration  of  such  con- 
troversies except  as  the  submission  may  otherwise 
provide  and  except  that  no  exhibitor  or  distribu- 
tor may  intervene  therein. 

XXI.  — Access  to  Recor<ls: 

At  no  time  shall  access  to  the  record  of  any 
proceeding  or  appeal  be  permitted  to  any  person 
not  a party  except  that  awards,  decisions  and 
opinions  may  be  made  public. 

XXII.  — Definitions : 

“Decree”  means  the  Consent  Decree  dated  No- 
vember  1940,  entered  in  the  United 

States  l>istrict  Court  for  the  Southern  District 
of  New  York  in  an  action  entitled  United  States 
of  America  vs.  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  et  al. 

“File  with  the  Clerk”  means  actual  receipt  by 
the  Clerk. 

“Clerk  of  the  Tribunal”  means  the  Clerk  of 
the  Arbitration  Tribunal  having  jurisdiction. 

“Arbitration  Tribunal”  and  “Tribunal”  mean 
the  Tribunal  established  by  the  American  Arbitra- 
tion Association  in  any  exchange  district  as  pro- 
vided in  the  decree. 

“Deliver”  or  “Delivery”  means  either  personal 
delivery  or  the  placing  of  the  document  in  the 
mails  properly  stamped  and  addressed  to  the  per- 
son intended  to  receive  such  documents. 

“Tribunal  having  jurisdiction”  means  the 
Tribunal  maintained  pursuant  to  Section  XXII  of 
the  decree  and  located  in  the  territory  in  which 
the  complainant’s  theatre  is  located  and  shown  on 
the  map  filed  herewith  and  made  a part  of  these 
rules,  except  that  when  a distributor  institutes 
an  arbitration  proceeding  the  “Tribunal  having 
jurisdiction”  shall  be  the  Tribunal  in  the  terri- 
tory in  which  the  theatre  involved  is  located.  The 
parties,  however,  may  select  as  the  “Tribunal 
having  jurisdiction”  any  other  Tribunal  by  writ- 
ten agreement  filed  with  the  American  Arbitra- 
tion Association  which  shall  then  notify  the  Cerk 
of  the  designated  Tribunal.  The  parties,  however, 
may  select  any  other  tribunal  by  wiitten  agree- 
ment filed  with  the  American  Arbitration  Associa- 
tion which  shall  then  direct  the  proceedings  to  the 
designated  tribunal. 

“Arbitration  District”  means  the  territory 
throughout  which  the  Tribunal  shall  have  juris- 
diction as  shown  on  the  map  filed  herewith. 

“Person”  means  any  individual,  partnership,  un- 
incorporated association  or  corporation. 

“Proof  of  Delivery”  means  an  admission  of  de- 
livery or  an  affidavit  of  personal  delivery  or  of 
mailing. 

“Award”  means  award  and  findings. 
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Stock  ownership  or  otherwise,  a financial  inter- 
est of  not  less  than  50  per  cent. 

XVIII. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  compliance  with 
this  decree,  and  for  no  other  purpose,  duly  au- 
thorized representatives  of  the  Department  of 
Justice  shall,  on  the  written  request  of  the  At- 
torney General  or  the  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral in  charge  of  anti-trust  matters,  and  on  no- 
tice to  any  consenting  defendant,  reasonable  as 
to  time  and  subject  matter,  made  to  such  de- 
fendant at  its  principal  office,  and  subject  to 
any  legally  recognized  privilege.  (1)  be  permit- 
ted reasonable  access,  during  the  office  hours  of 
such  defendant,  to  all  books,  ledgers,  accounts, 
correspondence,  memoranda  and  other  records  and 
documents  in  the  possession  or  under  the  control 
of  such  defendant,  relating  to  any  of  the  matters 
contained  in  this  decree,  and  (2)  subject  to  the 
reasonable  convenience  of  such  defendant,  and 
without  restraint  or  interference  from  it,  be  per- 
mitted to  interview  its  officers  or  employees  re- 
garding any  such  matters,  at  which  interview 
counsel  for  the  office  or  employee  interviewed 
and  counsel  for  the  company  may  be  present. 
Without  in  any  way  limiting  the  rights  granted 
in  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  Section  each 
of  the  distributor  defendants  shall  keep  at  its 
principal  office  current  records,  which  shall  be 
accessibe  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  showing — 

(1)  The  dates  when  and  the  places  where  each 
of  its  features  is  trade-shown,  the  names 
of  the  trade  publication  wherein  notice 
of  each  trade-showing  was  published,  and 
the  date  of  publication;  the  name  and  lo- 
cation (by  town  and  exchange  district) 
(Footnote  No.  1)  of  each  theatre  in  which 
each  feature  is  licensed  for  exhibition, 
and  the  date  of  license  thereof; 

(2)  As  to  each  license  entered  into  by  it, 
the  date  thereof  and  the  names  and  loca- 
tion (by  town  and  exchange  district) 
(Footnote  No.  1)  of  the  theatres  involved, 
the  names  of  the  parties  thereto  and  of 
the  distributor’s  sales  representative  who 
negotiated  the  license,  and  the  names  of 
the  features  licensed  for  exhibition; 

(3)  All  arbitration  awards  rendered  against 
the  distributor  with  a statement  showing 
what  the  distributor  has  done  to  comply 
therewith. 

Information  obtained  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  this  Section  shall  not  be  divulged  by  any  rep- 
resentative of  the  Department  of  Justice  to  any 
person  other  than  a duly  authorized  representa- 
tive of  the  Department  of  Justice  except  in  the 
course  of  legal  proceedings  to  which  the  United 
States  is  a party,  or  as  otherwise  required  by  law. 

XIX. 

Except  as  otherwise  expressly  and  specifically 
provided  in  this  decree,  nothing  herein  shall  be 
construed  to  limit  the  right  of  any  distributor 
defendant  to  select  its  own  customers,  to  bargain 
with  them  in  accordance  with  law.  or  to  negotiate 
with  or  to  license  to  or  to  accept  any  offer  from 
any  exhibitor  to  license  its  motion  pictures  or  any 
number  thereof  upon  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  it  deems  advisable  or  to  its  best  interests. 

XX. 

The  provisions  of  Section  III,  of  subdivision 
(a)  of  Section  IV,  of  Section  V and  of  Section  X 
of  this  decree  shall  have  application  only  with 
respect  to  features  released  in  the  United  States 
after  August  31,  1941. 

XXI. 

Petitioner,  by  its  counsel,  has  represented  to 
the  Court  that  the  public  interest  requires  that 
the  provisions  of  this  decree  shall  operate  for  a 
trial  period  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  entry 
hereof.  Petitioner  has  further  represented  to  the 
Court,  and  each  of  the  consenting  defendants  has 
consented  to  the  entry  of  this  decree  upon  the 
condition,  that  Petitioner  will  not  for  a period  of 
three  years  after  the  entry  of  this  decree,  either 


35.  In  the  ease  of  the  distributor  defendant  Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox  Film  Cori>oration,  or  its  suc- 
cessors, the  defendant  National  Theatres  Cor- 
poration, or  its  successors,  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  such  a company  if  said  distributor  defend- 
ant owned  not  less  than  42  per  cent  of  its 
common  stock  at  the  date  of  the  decree  and 
not  less  than  35  per  cent  of  its  common  stock 
at  the  time  of  such  license,  provided  not  less 
than  42  per  cent  of  its  common  stock  is  owned 
by  Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Corporation,  or 
its  successors,  and  by  present  or  future  offi- 
cers or  directors  of  National  Theatres  Cor- 
poration, or  its  successors. 

36.  See  footnote  4 to  Section  III. 


Skouras  Brothers  Conier 
On  Suit  Settlement 

Los  Angeles — Spyros  Skouras,  operating 
head  of  National  Theatres,  spent  the 
weekend  here  conferring  with  his  brother, 
Charles,  head  of  Pox  West  Coast,  on  the 
settlement  reached  in  New  York  with  the 
government  on  the  pending  contempt  pro- 
ceedings against  the  circuit.  He  returned 
to  New  York  via  plane  after  three  days. 

Charles  A.  Buckley,  attorney  for  FWC, 
has  returned  from  the  east  where  he  spent 
about  a week  on  the  contempt  settlement 
and  other  circuit  matters. 


Phillips  Visits  Chicago  on 
B&K  Suit  Withdrawal 

Chicago — Louis  Phillips,  home  office 
counsel  for  Paramount,  was  here  Monday 
for  the  court  postponement  of  the  B&K 
contempt  proceedings  which  are  being  set- 
tled as  part  of  the  all-industry  suit  in 
New  York.  From  here  he  went  to  Madison, 
Wis.,  for  the  La  Crosse  Theatres  anti-trust 
action  against  Paramount,  UA  and  20th- 
Fox,  in  addition  to  Minnesota  Amusements 
and  Welworth  Theatres  of  Wisconsin. 


in  this  action  or  any  other  action  or  proceeding 
against  any  such  defendant  seek  either  the  relief 
or  any  thereof  prayed  in  paragraphs  (4),  (5)  and 
(6)  of  Section  VIII  of  the  Petition  filed  herein 
July  20,  1938,  or  in  paragraphs  (5),  (6)  and  (7) 
of  Section  VIII  of  the  Amended  and  Supplemental 

Complaint  filed  herein  1940, 

or  otherwise  seek  to  divorce  the  production  or 
distribution  of  motion  pictures  from  their  exhi- 
bition; or  to  dissolve  any  such  defendant  or  any 
corporation  in  which  any  such  defendant  has,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  a substantial  stock  interest 
and  which  is  engaged  in  the  exhibition  of  mo- 
tion pictures  or  holds  directly  or  indirectly  a 
substantial  stock  interest  in  any  corporation  so 
engaged,  or  to  dissolve  or  break  up  any  circuit 
of  theatres  of  any  such  defendant  or  of  any 
such  corporation,  or  to  require  any  such  de- 
fendant, corporation  or  circuit  to  divest  itself 
of  its  interests  or  any  thereof,  direct  or  indirect, 
in  motion  picture  theatres  in  which  it  had  an 
interest  at  the  date  of  the  entry  of  this  decree. 

XXII. 

1.  The  method  and  conditions  of  the  arbitra- 
tion which  is  referred  to  in  this  decree,  and  the 
procedure  for  such  arbitration,  shali  be  as  speci- 
fied in  this  Section  and  in  the  Kuies  of  Arbi- 
tration and  Appeais  which  are  provided  for 
hereinafter. 

2.  An  arbitration  system  for  the  arbitration  of 
ciaims  and  controversies  for  which  arbitration 
is  provided  in  this  decree  shall  be  administered 
by  an  impartial  Administrator. 

The  Administrator  shall  establish  and  main- 
tain an  Arbitration  Tribunal  in  each  city  in  the 
United  States  in  which  three  or  more  of  the 
distributor  defendants  shall  maintain  exchanges. 

The  Administrator  shall  establish  and  maintain 
a panel  of  not  less  than  ten  arbitrators  for  each 
Arbitration  Tribunal  and  shall  establish  and  main- 
tain suitable  offices  and  personnel,  including  a 
clerk,  for  each  Arbitration  Tribunal  and  for  the 
Appeal  Board  provided  for  hereinafter.  The  Ad- 
ministrator shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  and 
remove  members  of  the  panels  and  personnel. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  a member  of 
any  panel  of  arbitrators  who  has  any  financial 
interest  in,  or  has  or  has  had  any  connection 
with,  the  production,  distribution  or  exhibition 
of  motion  pictures,  or  has  or  has  had  any  interest 
in  any  motion  picture  theatre  as  landlord,  lessor, 
or  otherwise. 

4.  The  American  Arbitration  Association  is  ap- 
pointed Administrator  of  the  arbitration  system 
under  this  decree,  and  is  authorized  and  directed 
to  perform  the  duties  and  functions  of  such  Ad- 
ministrator until  further  order  of  the  Court. 

Any  successor  to  the  American  Arbitration  As- 
sociation as  Administrator  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Court  on  the  joint  application  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  Petitioner  and  of  a majority 
of  the  distributor  defendants,  except  that  it  the 
Petitioner  and  a majority  of  the  distributor  de- 
fendants fail  to  join  in  making  such  application 
and  recommendation  the  successor  Administrator 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Court. 

5.  There  shall  be  a Budget  Committee  con- 
sisting of  three  members,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Administrator,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  distributor  defendants, 
and  one  of  whom  shall  be  the  Chairman  of  the 
Appeal  Board.  The  Budget  Committee  shall  budget 
the  cost  of  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  the 
arbitration  system.  Such  budget  for  the  first 


Majors  Musi  Divulge 
Grosses  Each  Year 


twelve  months  of  the  operation  of  the  arbitra- 
tion system  shall  not  exceed  $ 

except  with  the  consent  of  a majority  of  the 
distributor  defendants.  The  budget  for  each  suc- 
ceeding twelve  months’  period  shall  not  exceed 

$ except  with  the  consent  of 

a majority  of  the  distributor  defendants,  pro- 
vided, however,  that  the  Court  may,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Petitioner,  and  for  good  cause 
shown,  order  an  increase  in  the  budget  for  any 

year  to  such  amount,  not  exceeding  $ 

as  it  may  find  necessary  for  the  effective  opera- 
tion of  the  arbitration  system. 

6.  Each  arbitrator  shall  be  selected  and  each 
arbitration  proceeding  shall  be  conducted  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  Rules  of  Arbitration 
and  Appeals  which  are  filed  herewith  and  are 
hereby  approved.  Such  Rules  may  be  amended 
or  added  to  from  time  to  time  by  the  Admin- 
istrator with  the  approval  of  a majority  of  the 
Appeal  Board  upon  notice  to  the  Petitioner  and 
to  the  distributor  defendants  of  such  proposed 
amendments  or  additions  and  an  opportunity  for 
a hearing  thereon.  No  amendment  of  or  addition 
to  such  Rules  shall  change  the  qualifications,  of 
arbitrators  as  set  forth  in  Rule  II  of  such  rules 
or  deny  to  any  exhibitor  or  distributor  defendant 
the  right  to  intervene  as  a party  in  any  pro- 
ceeding by  which  it  may  be  affected  or  deny  to 
any  party  to  an  arbitration  proceeding  the  right; 
to  receive  notice  of  all  proceedings  therein;  to 
participate  in  the  selection  of  arbitrators;  to 
challenge  the  qualifications  of  arbitrators;  to  be 
represented  by  counsel  or  otherwise;  to  secure  the 
production  of  witnesses  and  of  evidence;  to 
examine  and  cross-examine  all  witnesses;  and  to 
appeal  to  the  Appeal  Board  from  any  adverse 
award.  The  Rules  may  provide  for  the  arbitra- 
tion of  claims  and  controversies  between  dis- 
tributor defendants  and  exhibitors  for  the  arbi- 
tration of  which  no  provision  is  made  in  this 
decree  and  wTiich  by  agreement  between  the 
parties  thereto  shall  be  submitted  to  the  tribunals. 

7.  There  shall  be  an  Appeal  Board  which  shall 
have  jurisdiction  to  determine  appeals  from  awards 
made  by  the  Arbitration  Tribunals.  It  shall  con- 
sist of  three  members  appointed  by  the  Court, 
each  of  whom  shall  be  a person  of  known  im- 
partiality and  distinction.  Each  such  member 
shall  be  appointed  for  a term  of  three  years 
and  shall  serve  during  such  term  unless  he  shall 
be  removed  by  order  of  the  Court  or  shall  re- 
sign. Each  member  of  the  Appeal  Board  shall 
be  eligible  for  reappointment. 

One  member  of  the  Appeal  Board  shall  be 
designated  by  the  Court  as  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board. 

The  members  of  the  Appeal  Board  shall  be  com- 
pensated on  an  annual  basis.  The  Chairman  of 

the  Board  shall  be  paid  $ per  annum, 

and  each  of  the  other  members  of  the  Board 
shall  be  paid  $ per  annum. 

The  Appeal  Board  shall  have  its  offices  in  New 
York,  New  York. 

8.  The  expenses  of  the  arbitration  system  shall 
be  paid  out  of  a fund  administered  by  the  Ad- 
ministrator. Such  fund  shall  be  established  and 
maintained:  by  filing  fees  provided  for  by  the 
Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals;  by  penalties 
imposed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Sections  IV  and  V of  this  decree,  and  by  such 
additional  amounts,  to  be  paid  by  the  distributor 
defendants,  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Budget 
Committee  from  time  to  time  to  be  necessary. 
Such  amounts  shall  be  assessed  by  the  Admin- 
istrator to  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  several  dis- 
tributor defendants  in  amounts  proportionate  to 
their  respective  gross  receipts  from  licenses  for 
the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in  the  United 
States.  The  proportionate  gross  receipts  of  such 
defendants  during  the  1939-40  motion  picture  sea- 
son shall  be  used  in  determining  the  amount  to 
be  paid  by  each  such  defendant  for  the  expenses 
of  establishing  the  arbitration  system  and  of 
maintaining  it  during  the  first  twelve  months  of 
its  operation.  Thereafter  the  gross  receipts  for 
the  motion  picture  season  ending  on  the  August 
31st  immediately  preceding  the  start  of  the  par- 
ticular twelve  months'  period  shall  be  used  in 
determining  such  amounts. 

Each  distributor  defendant  shall  inform  the 
Administrator  promptly  after  the  end  of  each 
motion  picture  season  of  its  total  gross  receipts 
during  such  motion  picture  season  from  licenses 
for  the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in  the 
United  States.  Such  information  shall  be  treated 
by  the  Administrator  as  confidential  and  shall 
not  be  divulged  except  as  required  by  law. 

9.  Any  person  who  has  the  right  to  institute 
an  arbitration  proceeding  under  any  provision  of 
this  decree,  may  institute  and  prosecute  such 
proceeding  in  the  manner  and  subject  to  the  con- 
ditions specified  in  the  Rules  of  Arbitration  and 
Appeals,  upon  the  condition  that  such  person 
tile  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Arbitration  Tribunal 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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The  Decree  as  Viewed  by  Myers 
For  the  Allied  Membership 


REVIEW 

FLASHES 

ESCAPE  (M-G-M) — Ethel  Vance's  novel,  upon 
which  this  is  based,  was  one  of  the  more 
popular  fictional  contributions  to  the  liter- 
ary  cycle  exposing  conditions  in  Hitlerized 
Germany.  As  such,  its  picturization  might 
have  been  considered  a hazardous  ven- 
ture because  of  the  boxoffice  fate  of  some 
so-called  anti-Nazi  films.  There  need  be 
no  apprehension  regarding  "Escape"  as  a 
motion  picture.  It  is,  first  and  last,  a 
magnificent  production,  incorporating  in 
superlative  form  every  element  to  assure 
wide  appeal  to  all  who  seek  the  best  in 
screen  entertainment.  Nor  was  this  ac- 
complished through  compromising  the 
book's  basic  theme.  The  liberty-stifling 
cruelties  of  the  Nazis  are  ever-present, 
but  so  excellently  is  the  feature  produced, 
directed  and  enacted,  that  they  become  a 
mere  background  for  a supreme  photoplay. 
Directed  by  Mervyn  LeRoy;  produced  by 
Lawrence  Weingarten. 

MAYERLING  TO  SARATEVO  (SR)  — Further 
French  dissection  of  the  Hapsburg  dynasty, 
translated  into  film  terms,  emerges  as  an 
interesting  period  piece,  costumed  and  "at- 
mosphered"  skillfully.  A tale  of  royal  in- 
trigue wound  about  the  archduke  who 
would  rather  marry  the  woman  he  loves 
than  make  a royal  match.  John  Lodge, 
Edwige  Feuillere.  Director:  Max  Ophuls. 

ONE  NIGHT  IN  THE  TROPICS  (Univ)— An 
ambitiously  projected  musical  with  a 
Caribbean  background,  this  slipped  a cog 
somewhere  along  the  way  and  missed  fire. 
Story  shortcomings  and  A.  Edward  Suther- 
land's heavy-handed  direction  fail  to  cap- 
ture the  required  Latin  atmosphere,  and 
the  musical  score  composed  for  the  picture 
by  the  renowned  Jerome  Kem  is  likewise 
disappointing.  Allan  Jones,  while  in  fine 
singing  voice,  relinquishes  the  acting  hon- 
ors to  Robert  Cummings.  Leonard  Spiegel- 
gass  produced. 

TEXAS  RANGERS  RIDE  AGAIN  (Para)— As 
action-freighted  western  fare  this  stacks  up 
as  the  genuine  article.  A story  of  modern 
and  large-scale  cattle  thievery  down  in 
the  Lone  Star  State,  it  has  what  it  takes  to 
rustle  coin  at  the  boxoffice  among  sage- 
brush addicts  and  the  general  run  of 
patronage  alike.  The  Texas  Rangers, 
streamlined  and  up  to  the  minute,  bag  the 
villians  via  short  wave  radio  to  add  a 
breath  of  novelty  to  the  proceedings. 
James  Hogan  directed. 

Complete  reviews  on  the  above  pictures 
will  appear  in  an  early  issue. 


Advancing  Admissions 
For  "NWMP"  Showings 

New  York — Pre-release  key  engagements 
of  “North  West  Mounted  Police”  have 
been  so  successful  that  exhibitors  are 
volimteering  to  advance  admissions  on  the 
film,  according  to  Neil  F.  Agnew,  Para- 
mount sales  manager.  On  the  basis  of 
the  advance  playdate  grosses,  he  is  confi- 
dent the  film  will  be  the  company’s  big- 
gest money  picture  in  the  past  12  years. 


To  Remove  Conflicl 
With  Stale  Laws 

(Continued  from  page  16) 

a submission,  in  the  form  and  executed  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  Administrator,  which 
shall  provide  in  substance  that  such  complainant 
submits  the  controversy  to  the  arbitration  and 
undertakes  to  abide  by  and  to  comply  fully  with 
whatever  final  award  may  be  entered  therein. 

Any  exhibitor  or  distributor  who  intervenes  as 
a party  in  any  arbitration  proceeding  as  pro- 
vided in  the  Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals, 
shall  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Arbitration  Trib- 
unal a submission,  in  the  form  and  executed  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Administrator, 
which  shall  provide,  in  substance,  that  such  in- 
tervener submits  to  the  arbitration  and  under- 
takes to  abide  by  and  to  accept  whatever  final 
award  may  be  entered  therein. 

Representatives  of  the  Department  of  Justice, 
duly  authorized  in  writing,  shall  be  permitted  rea- 
sonable access  during  regular  office  hours  to  all 
books,  ledgers,  accounts,  correspondence,  memo- 
randa and  other  records  and  documents  in  the 
possession  or  under  the  control  of  the  Appeal 
Board,  of  the  Arbitration  Tribunal,  and  of  the 
Administrator,  which  relate  to  the  arbitration 
system  and  to  the  arbitration  of  claims  and  con- 
troversies under  this  decree. 

XXIII. 

Jurisdiction  of  this  cause  is  retained  for  the 
purpose  of : 

(a)  Enabling  any  of  the  parties  to  this  decree 
to  apply  to  the  Court  at  any  time  for  such  orders 
and  directions  as  may  be  necessary  or  appro- 
priate for  the  construction  or  carrying  out  of  this 
decree,  for  the  enforcement  of  compliance  there- 
with, and  for  the  punishment  of  violations 
thereof; 

(b)  Enabling  any  of  the  parties  to  this  decree 
to  apply  to  the  Court  at  any  time  for  a modi- 
fication of  this  decree  in  order  to  conform  it  to 
any  Act  of  Congress  enacted  after  the  entry 
of  this  decree; 

(c)  Enabling  any  consenting  defendant  to  make 
any  application  to  the  Court  referred  to  in  any 
provision  of  this  decree; 

(d)  Enabling  any  of  the  parties  to  this  decree 
to  apply  to  the  Court  at  any  time  more  than 
three  years  after  the  date  of  the  entry  of  this 
decree  for  any  modification  thereof; 

(e)  Enabling  any  consenting  defendant  to  ap- 
ply to  the  Court  at  any  time  more  than  three 
years  after  the  date  of  the  entry  of  this  decree, 
to  vacate  this  decree,  or  any  modification  there- 
of, or  to  vacate  or  modify  any  provision  thereof, 
on  the  ground  that  under  the  economic  or  com- 
petitive conditions  existing  at  the  time  of  such 
application,  this  decree  or  any  modification  there- 
of, or  any  provision  thereof,  is  inappropriate  or 
unnecessary,  or  oppressive  or  unduly  burdensome, 
regardless  of  whether  or  not  such  economic  or 
competitive  conditions  are  new  or  unforeseen. 
The  right  of  each  consenting  defendant  to  make 
any  such  application  and  to  obtain  such  relief 
is  expressly  reserved  by  them  and  is  hereby  ex- 
pressly granted. 

Whenever  obligations  or  prohibitions  are  im- 
posed upon  the  defendants  by  the  laws  of  any 
State  or  by  rules  or  regulations  made  pursuant 
thereto,  with  which  the  defendants  by  law  must 
comply,  the  Court,  upon  appication  of  the  de- 
fendants, or  any  of  them,  shall  from  time  to 
time  enter  orders  relieving  the  defendants  from 
compliance  with  any  requirement  of  this  decree 
in  conflict  with  such  laws,  rules  or  regulations, 
and  the  right  of  the  defendants  to  make  such 
applications  and  to  obtain  such  relief  is  ex- 
pressly granted. 

Any  application  by  any  party  to  this  decree 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Section  shall  be 
made  in  open  court  upon  notice  to  all  of  the 
other  parties  to  this  decree,  and  each  such  party, 
upon  such  application,  shall  have  the  right  and 
privilege  of  requiring  the  production  of  witnesses 
upon  whose  testimony  such  application  is  sought 
or  opposed,  and  of  examining  and  cross-examin- 
ing such  witnesses  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
of  the  Court. 


A Profit  This  Year 

New  York — Heywood-Wakefield  seat- 
ing company’s  net  for  nine  months  ended 
September  20  is  reported  at  $178,604.  The 
same  period  last  year  produced  a net  loss 
of  $138,402. 


(Continued  from  page  14) 

theatres  in  each  district.  The  language  is  too 
broad  to  require  that  the  separate  deals  as  to 
each  district  must  be  made  within  the  district. 
Circuit  deals  can  still  be  negotiated  in  New 
York  or  at  the  headquarters  of  the  circuit.  But 
the  deals  must  be  separate  and  one  may  not  be 
conditioned  upon  another. 

Controversies  arising  upon  the  complaint  “of 
an  exhibitor  thereby  affected”  may  be  arbitrated. 
It  can  only  be  supposed  that  an  affected  exhibi- 
tor would  be  one  who  sought  to  compete  with 
the  circuit  for  the  product  and  failed.  In  any 
case,  the  power  of  the  arbitrator  extends  only 
to  the  making  of  a finding  as  to  whether  the 
provision  has  been  violated,  and,  if  he  so  finds, 
the  imposition  against  the  offending  distributor 
of  a penalty  of  $500  to  be  paid  into  the  arbitra- 
tion fund. 

This  provision  becomes  effective  with  respect 
to  features  released  after  August  31,  1941. 

Selling  on  Some  Run 

A matter  of  grave  concern  to  exhibitors  in 
some  territories  has  been  so-called  exclusive  sell- 
ing; i.  e.,  their  inability  to  buy  pictures  on  any 
run. 

The  difficulty  in  providing  a remedy  for  this 
abuse  is  that  the  bars  may  be  let  down  so  far 
as  to  require  the  licensing  of  pictures  to  non- 
theatricals  and  fly-by-nights.  The  provision  as 
written  is  perhaps  as  good  as  could  be  devised. 

Again,  there  is  no  present  sanction  in  the  law 
for  fixing  the  terms  upon  which  a run  may  be 
granted.  The  authors  have  attempted  to  curb 
the  power  of  the  distributor  to  prevent  the  grant- 
ing of  the  run  by  merely  demanding  exorbitant 
terms.  Their  solution  of  the  difficulty  was  to  pro- 
vide that  the  terms  shall  not  be  “calculated  to 
defeat  the  purpose  of  this  section.” 

In  barest  outline,  the  provision  is  that  no  dis- 
tributor shall  refuse  to  license  its  pictures  for  ex- 
hibition in  an  exhibitor’s  theatre  on  some  run  (to 
be  designated  by  the  distributor)  upon  terms  to 
be  fixed  by  the  distributor  (not  calculated  to  de- 
feat the  purpose  of  the  section),  if  the  exhibi- 
tor can  satisfy  “reasonable  minimum  standards 
of  theatre  operation”  and  is  “reputable  and  re- 
sponsible.” unless  the  granting  of  such  run  “on 
any  terms”  to  the  exhibitor  for  such  theatre 
“will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  distribu- 
tor’s total  film  revenue  in  the  competitive  area 
in  which  such  exhibitor’s  theatre  is  located.”  The 
burden  of  proof  of  showing  that  the  granting  of 
a run  will  reduce  the  distributor’s  total  revenue 
rests  upon  the  distributor. 

An  exhibitor  may  arbitrate  his  claim  that  he 
has  been  refused  a run  contrary  to  the  section. 
If  the  finding  is  in  the  affirmative,  the  arbitrator 
may  make  an  award  “directing  the  distributor 
to  offer  its  pictures  for  license  to  the  complaining 
exhibitor  ...  on  a run  to  be  designated  by 
the  distributor  and  upon  terms  and  conditions 
fixed  by  the  distributor  which  are  not  calculated 
to  defeat  the  purpose  of  this  section.” 

A distributor  against  whom  an  award  has  been 
entered  may  institute  a further  proceeding  to  be 
relieved  of  the  award  on  the  ground  that  the 
granting  of  the  run  has  had  the  effect  to  reduce 
its  total  film  revenue  in  the  competitive  area. 

This  section  becomes  effective  when  the  de- 
cree is  signed. 


Nicholas  Schenck  Flies  to 
Hollywood  on  Fall  Visit 

Hollywood — Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  head 
of  Loew’s  and  M-G-M,  arrived  here  Wed- 
nesday by  plane  from  New  York  on  his 
regular  fall  visit  to  the  studio.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  remain  here  a week  and  return 
to  New  York  via  the  air  lanes. 


250  in  Greater  N.  Y,  Play 
"London  Can  Take  It" 

New  York — More  than  250  theatres  in 
the  Greater  New  York  area  are  now  show- 
ing “London  Can  Take  It”  simultaneously. 
According  to  the  local  Warner  exchange, 
it  is  the  first  such  instance  on  record.  The 
subject  is  a one-reeler  narrated  by  Quen- 
tin Reynolds,  reporter  for  Collier’s  Week- 
ly, now  in  England. 
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WHAT  is  the  press  writing  about 
the  business  these  days? 
Steadily  gaining  in  volume  are  ob- 
servations about  relaxations  in  pro- 
' duction  code.  Typical  comment: 

"Movie  dialogue  has  been 
creeping  slowly,  but  surely, 
back  to  the  free  standard  of  the 
early  1930's,  or  haven't  you  no- 
ticed? ' ' — Philadelphia  ' ' Bulletin . ' ' 

"...  the  Hays  office  is  being 
bombarded  by  amateur  censors 
who  think  the  celluloids  are  get- 
ting naughty  again — which  they 
are,  if  you  listen  closely." — Dor- 
othy Kilgallen,  Milwaukee  "Sen- 
tinel." 

".  . . so  liberal  have  the  pow- 
ers-that-be  become  that  in  'They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted'  we 
have  the  rather  startling  sight  of 
seduction  being  condoned,  al- 
though adultery  is  still  frowned 
upon.  Only  a film  czar  or  a state 
censor  could  make  such  delicate 
distinction  between  right  and 
wrong  . . ." — William  Boehnel, 
New  York  "World-Telegram." 

"A  close  inspection  of  certain 
photoplays  viewed  here  in  re- 
cent months  reveals  the  motion 
picture  producers  are  cautious- 
ly reopening  their  old  game  of 
tag  with  the  censors.  The  boys 
are  feeling  their  way,  mindful  of 
snares  and  pitfalls,  and  being 
pretty  subtle  about  it  all,  but 
there  it  is.  Perfectly  innocent 
words  and  phrases  are  again 
being  used  with  mischievous 
intent  and  the  business  of  hint- 
ing things  with  an  otherwise 
routine  gesture  is  being  devel- 
oped to  a fine  point.  On  the 
one  hand,  the  writers  are  hav- 
ing fun  with  the  double  en- 
tendre; on  the  other,  the  direc- 
tors are  letting  the  camera  tell 
the  story."  — Donald  Kirkley, 
Baltimore  "Sun." 

. . lately  the  Hays  office 
seems  to  be  terribly  near-sight- 
ed anyway."  — Cecilia  Ager, 
"PM,"  New  York. 

And  now,  the  Rev.  John  J.  Mc- 
Clafferty,  executive  secretary  of  the 
National  Legion  of  Decency: 

"The  number  of  morally  ob- 
jectionable pictures  has  in- 
creased. The  number  of  pic- 
tures deemed  suitable  for  gen- 
eral patronage  has  declined. 


There  is  a tendency  toward  in- 
decencies in  the  treatment  of 
films.  There  is  a retrogression 
toward  accepting  immoral  sit- 
uations as  permissible  . . . Vigi- 
lance should  be  the  order  of  the 
day  . . ." 

There  is  no  mystery  about  this. 
The  war  has  narrowed  the  market. 
Producers  are  trying  to  get  out  from 
under;  therefore,  the  spice  which  re- 
mains a staple  in  the  market  place 
unless  it  is  carried  too  far. 

The  matter  of  how  far  or  too  far, 
of  course,  is  the  nub  of  the  problem. 
It  rates  care  and  attention.  It  must 
never  be  permitted  to  get  out  of 
hand. 

Three  Approaches 

Communication  from  Ali  Gaga: 
"As  an  itinerant  opinion  gatherer, 
I decided  to  help  out  by  finding  out 
just  what  a good  picture  consists  of. 
I advanced  the  question,  'What  con- 
stitutes a good  picture?'  to  a critic,  a 
housewife  and  an  exhibitor.  I got 
the  following  answers  which  you 
can  send  on  to  Hollywood  for  its 
guidance: 

"Critic:  A good  picture  is  one 
which  presents  a provocative  theme, 
intelligently  directed,  capably  acted 
and  without  any  concessions  to  stars 
or  star  values. 

"Housewife:  I consider  a good 
picture  one  that  helps  me  get  away 
from  my  daily  cares  and  gives  me  a 
couple  of  hours  of  entertainment. 

"Exhibitor:  Any  picture  which 
brings  in  enough  dough  to  pay  off 
for  the  last  four  stinkers  I got  from 
the  same  company." 

Analysis 

Very  amusing,  as  evidence  of  how 
some  issues  are  figured  out  in  Hol- 
lywood, is  the  explanation  whereby 
Ann  Sheridan  feels  she  is  entitled  to 
more  money  from  Warner.  Douglas 
Churchill,  studio  correspondent  of 
the  New  York  "Times,"  reports  it: 

"According  to  the  Myron  Selz- 
nick  office.  Miss  Sheridan's 
agent,  she  is  getting  $600  a 
week  and  wants  its  doubled  be- 
cause ( 1 ) her  fan  mail  rates  next 
to  James  Cagney's  and  Errol 
Elynn's  in  volume;  (2)  Priscilla 
Lane  gets  around  $1,500  a week 
and  the  studio  has  never  said 
she  has  oomph;  (3)  she  wants 
more  dough." 
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AAA  to  Handle  AH 
Arbitration  Issues 

New  York — -Although  all  reference  to 
"Administrator"  has  been  eliminated 
from  the  Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Ap- 
peals, the  term  continues  in  the  text  of 
the  decree  proposals.  According  to  a 
distributor  spokesman,  this  means  that 
the  AAA  shall  administer  everything 
having  to  do  with  arbitration.  This  has 
been  the  intention  for  some  time,  it  is 
stated. 

VS 

Decree  "Inadequate" 

Dr,  Wilbur  Charges 

San  Francisco — Dr.  Ray  Lyman  Wilbur, 
president  of  the  M.  P.  Research  Council, 
views  the  proposed  consent  decree  as  in- 
adequate. He  charges  the  proposed  settle- 
ment demonstrates  “the  total  inadequacy 
of  our  present  Sherman  anti-trust  law  to 
give  local  communities  the  power  to  select 
their  own  films.”  He  again  urges  enact- 
ment of  the  Neely  bill. 


Patz  to  Des  Moines 

New  York — A1  Patz  has  been  promoted 
to  manager  of  National  Screen’s  Des 
Moines  office,  succeeding  Chick  Friedman, 
resigned.  Patz  was  formerly  head  of  the 
Milwaukee  office  which  is  now  being  oper- 
ated by  Johnny  Mednikow,  until  recently 
city  salesman  in  Chicago. 


Industry's  Defense  Aid 
Plans  Are  Completed 


New  York — The  industry’s  plan  to  aid 
national  defense  is  now  completed.  It  will 
be  through  films,  of  course,  and  will  pro- 
ceed under  the  sponsorship  of  the  heads 
of  and  operating  heads  of  the  various  com- 
panies, including  Barney  Balaban,  Para- 
mount; Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Universal;  Jack 
Cohn,  Columbia;  Sidney  R.  Kent,  20th- 
Fox;  George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO;  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  Loew’s;  Murray  Silverstone, 
UA  and  Harry  M.  Warner,  Warner  Bros. 

Under  their  general  supervision  a co- 
ordinating committee  has  been  set  up 
with  Schaefer,  as  chairman,  and  with 
Joseph  Hazen,  William  C.  Michel,  Robert 

B.  Wilby,  Balaban  and  Schenck  as  mem- 
bers. Francis  S.  Harmon  of  the  Hays  or- 
ganization has  been  named  coordinator. 
Additionally,  a theatre  committee  has  been 
named  with  Joseph  Bernhard,  Warner,  as 
chairman  and  with  the  following  mem- 
bers: 

A.  H.  Blank,  Harry  Brandt,  Si  H.  Fabian, 
John  H.  Harris,  E.  L.  Kuykendall,  Charles 

C.  Moskowitz,  John  J.  O’Connor,  R.  J. 
O’Donnell,  E.  V.  Richards,  Spyros  Skouras, 
Nathan  Yamins  and  Wilby. 

In  Hollywood,  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Para- 
mount, heads  the  studio  production  com- 
mittee, but  there  also  are  a newsreel  com- 
mittee, headed  by  E.  B.  Hatrick;  a short 
subjects  committee,  headed  by  William 
Clark;  a distributors’  committee  headed  by 
William  A.  Scully  and  a theatre  publicity 
committee,  headed  by  Oscar  A.  Doob. 


0 — - - - ' .A 

Circles  November  14 
As  "Oratory  Day" 

New  York — Many  attorneys  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  representing  ex- 
hibitor interests,  are  expected  to  be  on 
hand  for  the  November  14  public  hear- 
ing on  the  proposed  consent  decree  be- 
fore Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard. 
According  to  a distributor  lawyer,  "There 
will  be  a lot  of  oratory,  but  no  one 
knows  what  it  will  mean." 

V. J 

"Dictator"  Second  Week 
Gross  $9L400  at  Two 

New  York — “The  Great  Dictator”  sec- 
ond week  gross  at  the  continuous-perform- 
ance Capitol  hit  $71,400  and  at  the  two-a- 
day  Astor,  $20,000.  This  compares  with 
$93,800  for  the  first  full  seven  days,  ex- 
cluding a special  single  performance,  at 
the  Capitol,  and  $21,900  at  the  Astor.  The 
fourth  week  at  each  house  starts  Wednes- 
day. 


Soviet  Films  Back 

New  York — Resumption  of  distribution 
of  Soviet  films  in  this  country  gets  under 
way  with  “The  Great  Beginning”  which 
opens  at  the  Miami  shortly.  Others  to  be 
cleared  here  through  Artkino,  successor 
to  Amkino,  are  “The  Mannerheim  Line,” 
“University  of  Life”  and  “Homecoming.” 


Life  in  a World-Famous  Metropolis  Under  Attack  From  the  Air — 

This  is  a file  of  highlights  from  "London  Can  Take  It.”  A one-reeler  distributed  by  Warner,  all  rentals,  without  reduc- 
tions of  any  description,  go  to  British  War  Relief.  Quentin  Reynolds,  war  correspondent  for  “Collier’s,”  is  the  narrator. 
This  is  his  description,  starting  at  the  upper  left,  and  then  going  right:  “I’m  speaking  from  London.  It  is  late  afternoon 
and  the  people  of  London  are  preparing  for  the  night”  . . .“and  there  is  the  wail  of  the  banshee.  The  nightly  siege  of 
London  has  begun”  . . . “in  the  shelters.  Do  you  see  any  signs  of  fear  on  these  faces?”  . . . “not  all  the  services  run  as 
they  did  yesterday,  but  London  manages  to  get  to  work  on  time  ...” 
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— Photo  by  John  Towse 

Raise  $5,000  to  Promote  Unity  and  Goodwill  Among  the  Faiths— 

Basil  O’Connor,  former  law  partner  of  the  President,  addressing  a film  group  at  the  Hotel  Astor  on  behalf  of  the 
National  Coiiference  of  Christians  and  Jews  when  $5,000  was  contributed  to  further  the  mobilization  of  national  unity. 
Attentively  listening  are  Will  H.  Hays,  Jack  Cohn,  Dr.  Frank  Kingdon,  educational  director  of  the  Citizenship  Educational 
League,  and  J.  Robert  Rubin.  Among  those  present  were  Jack  Alicoate,  Leon  J.  Bamberger,  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Harry 
and  William  Brandt,  Jules  E.  Brulatour,  John  Byram,  Irving  Caesar,  Eugene  W.  Castle,  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Howard  Dietz, 
Lynn  Farnol,  Peyton  Gibson,  Leon  Goldberg,  Morris  Goodman,  Moses  H.  Grossman,  Toby  Gruen,  John  W.  Hicks  jr., 
“Red”  Kann,  Malcolm  Kingsberg,  Abe  Montague,  Louis  Nizer,  Charles  Prutzman,  Martin  Quigley,  Sam  Rinzler,  Herman 
Robbins,  Saul  Rogers,  Sam  Rosen,  Robert  M.  Savini,  Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  Abe  Schneider,  Max  Seligman,  Sam  Shain, 
Beil  Shlyen,  Nate  B.  Spingold,  T.  K.  Stevenson,  William  A.  Scully,  Walter  Trumbull,  Joseph  R.  Vogel  and  Cliff  Work. 


B R O A lO  W A Y 


QHARLIE  PETTIJOHN  is  well  enough 
recovered  from  his  recent  operation  to 
spend  a few  hours  each  day  at  MPPDA 
headquarters  . . . Joe  Forest,  assistant 
advertising  manager  to  Milton  Silver  at 
NSS  during  the  past  three  years,  has  taken 
a partnership  in  Melbern  Press,  which 
specializes  in  theatre  advertising  and  print- 
ing . . . Harry  Takiff,  assistant  to  Jack 
Cohn  at  Columbia,  is  enjoying  a Holly- 
wood vacation  . . . William  P.  Rodgers  is 
due  back  from  the  coast  Monday  . . . 
Philip  Harry  Reisman  jr.,  son  of  RKO’s 
general  foreign  manager,  will  be  married 
to  Anna  Louise  Tiebout  at  the  Larch- 
mont  Avenue  Church,  Larchmont,  Novem- 
ber 8 . . . Walter  Wanger  is  back  on  the 
coast  . . . H.  M.  Richey  and  Dave  Pal- 
freyman  were  at  the  Columbus,  Ohio,  con- 
vention of  the  ITO. 

Fred  Beetson,  secretary  of  the  MPPA, 
was  here  with  Mrs.  B.  after  a cruise  on 
the  Los  Angeles  from  the  coast  . . . Cliff 
Work  in  toum  from  the  Universal  stu- 
dios . . . There  was  a foreign  press  party 
given  by  RKO  in  honor  of  Desi  Arnaz 
at  the  Bacardi  Room  of  the  Empire  State 
Building  Tuesday  . . . M-G-M’s  basket- 
ball team  started  the  season  by  defeating 
Universal  36  fo  12  . . . Universal  did  bet- 
ter in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  however.  Although 
Wednesday  was  enveloped  in  rain,  the  town 
turned  itself  inside  out  for  one  of  its 
native  sons,  Lou  Costello,  who  also  hap- 
pens to  be  co-starred  in  “Moonlight  in 
the  Tropics.”  The  world  premiere  of  the 
film  as  well  as  a gala  show  featured  the 
day  . . . Emerson  Yorke  and  a crew  have 
returned  from  location  shooting  in  New 
England  on  the  first  reel  of  a Cinecolor 
short  titled:  “New  England  Tour.” 

The  Paper  Mill  Playhouse  production  of 
“Jeannie,”  starring  Robert  Allen,  20th-Fox 
player,  is  scheduled  to  open  in  Milburn, 
N.  J.,  November  12  . . . Adolph  Zukor 
talked  about  the  romance  of  motion  pic- 
tures and  recalled  some  of  the  old-timers 
who  have  been  with  Paramount  since  its 
origin  in  the  first  of  a series  of  talks 


sponsored  by  the  company’s  Pep  Club. 
Other  speakers  were  Austin  Keough  and 
Boris  Morros.  Arthur  Israel  jr.,  president, 
presided  . . . Gary  Cooper  is  in  town  . . . 
Lee  Tracy  and  Susan  Fox  will  be  seen  on 
Broadway  around  December  1 in  “Every 
Man  for  Himself”  . . . Harry  Carey  is  due 
east  soon  for  a Broadway  show,  too  . . . 
Priscilla  Lane  will  head  the  Strand  stage 
show  the  week  of  November  8 . . . Charlie 
Chaplin  and  Walter  Abel  have  returned  to 
the  coast,  not  necessarily  together. 

The  Leopold  Friedmans  celebrated  their 
first  wedding  anniversary  October  26 
in  Saratoga  Springs  . . . Neal  Lang 
has  gone  to  Miami  Beach  where  he 
will  manage  the  new  Raleigh  Hotel 
. . . Mark  Block,  New  Jersey  ex- 
hibitor, has  gone  to  Orlando,  Fla.,  where 
he  will  spend  the  winter  . . . Henry  Rei- 
ner’s wife,  Claire,  and  the  newest  addi- 
tion to  the  family  left  Lying-In  Hospital 
over  the  weekend  . . . Bob  O’Donnell  has 
gone  back  to  Dallas  after  a short  stay  in 
town. 

Murray  Weiser,  who  has  been  managing 
a Rockaway  house  during  the  summer,  is 


At  their  fall  conference,  held  at  the  Hotel 
Astor,  various  of  the  members  of  the  Pic- 
ture Pioneers  did  these  things,  starting  at 
the  top  of  the  facing  page  and  proceeding 
to  the  right:  Will  H.  Hays  smiled  at  some 
remark  of  Jack  Cohn’s;  George  Dembow 
consumed  oysters  at  the  bar  and  Jay  C. 
Flippen  did  the  master-of-ceremoning. 
Earle  W . Hammons  wore  the  cap  set  aside 
to  designate  the  incoming  Pioneers;  Her- 
man Wobber  posed  for  the  camera,  by  re- 
quest, and  Joseph  Friedman  (center)  had 
his  first  picture  taken  with  Arthur  A.  Lee 
and  M.  A.  Schlesinger . The  novitiates  had 
to  listen  to  exhortations  on  the  vague  re- 
sponsibilities of  their  forthcoming  mem- 
bership, at  the  hands  of  Judge  Ferdinand 


now  at  Abe  Savage’s  Rivoli  at  Passaic  . . . 
Irving  Lincer  has  returned  from  a vaca- 
tion cruise  . . . Ted  O’Shea  returned  early 
in  the  week  from  Buffalo  ...  Si  Fabian 
made  one  of  his  usual  trips  to  Albany  the 
early  part  of  the  week  . . . Lou  Smith,  Co- 
lumbia studio  publicity  and  advertising 
head,  has  been  in  town  . . . Boris  Morros 
says  he  will  head  back  to  Hollywood  in 
a few  days.  On  Broadway,  the  other  day, 
he  sported  another  of  the  colored  shirts 
for  which  he  has  become  famous  . . . Ed- 
die Golden  is  touring  Monogram  exchanges. 
Meanwhile,  Norton  Ritchey,  foreign  head 
for  the  company,  continues  to  maintain 
offices  in  the  RKO  building  . . . Cliff 
Lewis,  Paramount  studio  publicity  and  ad- 
vertising head,  accompanied  Cecil  B.  De- 
Mille  from  the  coast  . . . Jack  Ellis,  presi- 
dent of  M.  P.  Associates,  states  merger 
plans  with  the  Variety  Club  are  in  status 
quo  and  another  meeting  with  John  Harris 
will  be  held  in  about  a month. 

Sidney  Justin,  Paramount  studio  attor- 
ney, leaves  for  the  coast  in  a fortnight. 
He  is  on  a month’s  vacation  in  the  East. 
He  points  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  on 
(Continued  on  page  22-B) 


Pecora  while  Rutgers  Neilson,  Bob  Wolff, 
Leon  J.  Bamberger,  Morris  Kutinsker  and 
Max  J.  Weisfeldt  decided  to  be  recorded 
with  Elsie,  the  Cow.  W.  A.  Downs,  and 
Cohn  again.  Red  Kann  and  R.  J.  O’Don- 
nell seem  to  be  in  the  middle  of  an  old- 
fashioned  quartet,  when  actually  they  were 
not,  and  M.  A.  Silver,  Gene  Autry,  the 
all-present  Cohn  and  James  R.  Grainger 
determined  theirs  was  an  assemblage  to  be 
photographed.  The  beefsteak  hats,  worn  by 
the  newcomers,  surround  a breakaway  table 
amidst  laughter,  including  that  belonging 
to  Beri  Shlyen  while,  off  in  a fairly  quiet 
corner,  Leo  Brecher,  Fred  Mitchell,  hid- 
den mostly,  Herman  Robbins,  Charles  C. 
Moskowitz  and  Pecora  indulge  in  conver- 
sation. 


The  Picture  Pioneers  in  Frolic 
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Trailer  on  Unily 
Set  for  Release 


Para't  Seeks  Dismissal 


Paramount  will  ask  the  federal  court 
on  November  12  to  dismiss  a $200,000  suit 
against  it  by  Eduardo  Sanchez  De  Puentes, 
Cuban  composer,  who  claims  unauthorized 
use  of  his  song  “Por  Tus  Ojos”  in  “Cuando 
Canta  La  Ley,” 

Approximately  $400,000,000  of  a $500,- 
000,000  stockholder  action  against  RCA, 
NBC,  Western  Electric,  Erpi,  Westinghouse 
Electric  and  Manufacturing  Co,  and  29 
officers  and  directors  of  RCA  were  dis- 
missed by  Supreme  Court  Justice  Bernard 
L,  Shientag,  because  those  portions  of  the 
complaint  covering  the  dismissed  points 
were  over  six  years  old  and  banned  by  the 
statute  of  limitations.  Among  charges  dis- 
missed was  that  RCA  lost  $11,000,000 
through  investments  in  RKO, 


New  York — The  five  majors  are  all  set 
on  free  distribution,  en  masse,  of  a title 
trailer  on  national  unity  the  day  after 
the  national  election.  Produced  by  Warner 
and  said  to  spring  from  an  idea  attributed 
to  Harry  M.  Warner,  the  clip  carries  no 
trademark  and  this  text,  augmented  by  a 
patriotic  musical  background: 

“The  democratic  process  has  functioned, 

“We  have  just  concluded  months  de- 
voted to  free  and  untrammeled  discus- 
sion and  debate  of  the  problems  confront- 
ing the  nation  and  the  qualification  of  the 
respective  candidates  for  the  Presidency  to 
meet  and  effectively  deal  with  them.  Af- 
ter the  fullest  consideration,  a majority 
of  our  citizens  have  solemnly  expressed 
their  choice  of  the  Chief  Executive  to 
lead  the  nation  during  the  next  four  years, 

“The  election  campaign  has  taken  place 
during  a period  of  recurring  critical  na- 
tional and  world  problems.  It  was  in- 
evitable that,  during  the  period  of  dis- 
cussion and  debate,  national  unity  would 
suffer.  The  great  price  which  we  have 
paid  for  our  democratic  right  makes  the 
choice  of  our  leader  a sacred  one. 

"Whatever  the  differences  were  among 
us  before  election,  there  should  remain  no 
doubt  that  there  are  no  differences  among 
us  today.  We  must  stand  as  one  behind 
the  man  of  the  people’s  choice.  We  must 
not  fall  prey  to  the  plan  of  ‘divide  and 
conquer,’  The  Great  Liberator  has  given 
us  our  rule  of  national  life — ‘United  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall’.” 


Tunick  Appeals 

Beatrice  Tunick  is  appealing  to  the  ap- 
pellate division  of  the  supreme  court  from 
a decision  of  Justice  Carrol  G,  Walter  dis- 
missing her  $2,000,000  stockholder  action 
against  Consolidated  Film  Industries,  Re- 
public, Setay  Co.,  and  20  officers  of  Con- 
solidated. Waste  and  mismanagement  con- 
stituted most  of  the  charges. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  is  seeking  su- 
preme court  permission  to  examine  six 
witnesses  on  its  behalf  in  California  in 
connection  with  a $100,000  plagiarism  suit 
against  it  by  Izola  Forrester  and  Mann 
Page.  The  plaintiffs  charge  plagiarism  of 
their  story  “Joyous”  in  “Poor  Little  Rich 
Girl.”  An  injunction  and  accounting  of 
profits  are  also  sought. 


A New  Pattern  in  Cooperation — 

Loew  theatre  managers  meet  at  the  Ziegfeld  to  air  methods  of  placing 
maximum  driving  power  behind  Paramount  product.  Charles  C.  MosJco- 
witz,  circuit  executive,  was  the  keynoter.  He  yielded  to  Joseph  J.  Unger, 
Paramount’s  eastern  division  manager,  who,  in  turn,  introduced  Cecil  B. 
DeMille,  in  black  tie  and  pipe,  with  Robert  Gillham  bringing  up  the  rear 
in  this  photograph.  Boris  Morros,  producing  for  Paramount,  also  spoke. 
So  did  Oscar  A.  Doob  of  Loew’s,  Alec  Moss  of  Paramount  and  Sid  Mesibov, 
liaison  between  Paramount  and  the  Loew  chain  in  the  Hew  York  area. 
There  was  a buffet  supper,  also  a screening  of  “North  West  Mounted  Police." 


-Metropolitan  Photos 

Conference  A La  Trainshed — 

Charles  Chaplin  leaves  New  York  for  Hollywood.  Murray  Silverstone,  of 
course,  is  at  the  station  to  see  him  off.  Result:  a last-minute  palaver. 


"U"  Hits  Back  in 
Stockholder  Suits 

New  York — Court  news  of  the  week  was 
featured  by  Universal’s  big  guns  going  into 
action,  as  it  started  to  fight  the  two  stock- 
holder suits  in  the  supreme  court  against 
it.  In  the  Samuel  I.  Posen  suit  Universal 
asked  that  certain  allegations  be  stricken 
from  the  record  and  in  the  William  Frei- 
day  suit  sought  a dismissal  of  parts  of  it 
on  the  ground  it  failed  to  state  a cause  of 
action.  Both  suits  charge  waste  and  mis- 
management. 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Charles  B.  Mc- 
Laughlin has  denied  an  application  by  Kurt 
Piizer  to  examine  Loew  officials  before 
trial  in  connection  with  a $10,000  suit. 
Plaintiff  claims  Loew  failed  to  pay  for  the 
English  rights  of  “Silhouetten,”  Austrian 
picture. 


Name  Bands  and  Vaude 
Into  Three  RKO  Units 

New  York — Starting  Tuesday,  RKO  will 
add  name  band  attractions  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  nights  at  the  Coliseum  and  five 
acts  of  vaudeville  Tuesday  night  at  the 
Royal.  The  same  type  of  show  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  evenings  goes  into  the 
Hamilton.  The  new  policy  does  not  alter 
double  feature  programs  at  all  houses. 


"Ramparts"  Bows  to  Censors 

New  York — Eliminations  suggested  by 
the  board  having  been  made,  “The  Ram- 
parts We  Watch”  has  been  passed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  state  censors. 
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Lalin  American  Mari 
Is  Limiied-Reisman 


New  York — Branding  as  “ridiculous”  re- 
ports major  distributors  hope  to  recoup  a 
portion  of  their  foreign  losses  in  South 
America,  Phil  Reisman,  director  of  RKO’s 
foreign  activities,  states  “there  is  nothing 
more  we  can  do  today  than  we  did  a year 
ago”  in  respect  to  that  market.  He  is 
back  at  his  desk  after  an  extended  trip 
during  which  he  presided  over  sales  con- 
ventions in  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Buenos 
Aires. 

Although  South  American  export  busi- 
ness has  been  seriously  impaired  as  a re- 
sult of  the  war,  theatre  business  main- 
tains a comparatively  steady  level,  he  as- 
serts. Asked  whether  it  was  his  company’s 
intention  to  concentrate  more  fully  on  the 
Latin  American  markets,  Reisman  replies: 
“This  industry,  and  I’m  speaking  for  all 
companies,  has  always  been  conscious  of 
the  South  American  markets;  they  weren’t 
discovered  a few  months  ago.  Business 
will  probably  remain  about  the  same  be- 
cause there  is  a limited  territory  you  can 
work  in.” 

He  observed  South  American  producers 
are  active  and  constantly  striving  to  im- 
prove their  product,  adding  “very  good” 
pictures  are  being  turned  out  in  Argen- 
tina, where  three  modern  studios  are  busy. 

Films  Into  France 

Turning  to  European  developments,  Reis- 
man declares,  despite  heavy  bombardment, 
the  United  Kingdom’s  theatre  business  is 
not  only  on  a par  with  pre-war  levels 
but  some  weeks  is  running  ahead  of  nor- 
mal. He  cites  one  week’s  billings  where 
the  increase  was  15  per  cent  over  a com- 
parable week  last  year  and  rounds  out  his 
observation  with  the  report  that  the  last 
12  months’  business  in  England  is  ahead 
of  the  previous  year’s  figures.  George 
Dawson,  former  comptroller,  and  E.  Simon, 
former  sales  manager  for  RKO  Radio  Pic- 
tures, Ltd.,  have  assumed  the  duties  held 
by  the  late  Ralph  Hanbury,  who  was 
killed  during  an  air  bombing.  Latest  re- 
ports on  Mrs.  Hanbury  are  that  she  has 
suffered  a broken  leg  and  is  confined  to 
a London  hospital,  he  said. 

Reisman  says  RKO  is  continuing  to  send 
films  to  occupied  France  and  is  still  operat- 
ing in  Holland,  although  the  latter  coun- 
try’s exchange  is  frozen.  He  claims  not 
to  have  knowledge  of  what  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  American  distributors 
to  take  money  out  of  England  since  the 
current  remittance  agreement  expired  No- 
vember 1. 

20th-F OX  Makes  Provision 
For  Military  Conscripts 

New  York — Provisions  for  employes  of 
20th  Century-Fox  called  into  military 
service  are  listed  as  follows  by  S.  R.  Kent, 
president: 

1 —  Every  employe  who  shall  have  seen 
not  less  than  one  year’s  service  with  the 
company  shall  upon  entering  any  of  the 
armed  services  of  the  United  States  for 
the  12-month  training  period  be  granted 
a leave  of  absence  without  pay,  provided 
that  upon  expiration  of  such  service  the 
employe  promptly  applies  for  resumption 
of  employment. 

2 —  (a)  Any  group  insurance  now  car- 
ried by  the  company  on  the  life  of  such 
employe  shall  continue  to  be  carried. 

(b)  The  cost  of  any  group  insurance 
now  borne  by  such  employes  shall  be  ad- 


Friedman  in  Hollywood 
Studying  Production 


Hollywood — Joseph  Friedman,  manag- 
ing director  for  Columbia  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  has  arrived  from  New  York  to 
remain  here  indefinitely  studying  produc- 
tion and  perhaps  engaging  in  it.  On  his 
arrival,  he  stated  he  is  not  giving  up  his 
post  in  England  and  would  return  to  his 
London  headquarters  as  soon  as  the  war 
is  over.  Meanwhile,  he  will  prepare  him- 
self for  plans  the  company  has  to  produce 
on  its  own  in  England  when  hostilities 
cease. 

Sweden  Is  OH  List  of 
Revenue  Producers 

New  York — Majors’  foreign  managers 
have  crossed  Sweden  off  the  list  of  reve- 
nue-producing countries.  They  have  been 
advised  Sweden  has  frozen  all  currency 
and  that  Finland  is  about  to  fall  into  the 
identical  category. 


vanced  by  the  company. 

3 — Upon  the  commencement  of  such 
leave  of  absence  each  employe  shall  be  paid 
an  amount  equal  to  not  in  excess  of  four 
weeks’  salary,  the  number  of  weeks  mea- 
suring such  payment  to  be  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  officers  of  the  company. 


Three  Warners  Contribute 
$10,000  for  Roosevelt 


Washington — A.  L.  Warner  has  con- 
tributed $3,400  and  Harry  M.  and  Jack  L. 
Warner  $3,300  each  to  the  National  Com- 
mittee of  Independent  Voters  for  Roose- 
velt and  Wallace.  Richard  C.  Patterson 
jr.,  chairman  of  the  board  of  RKO,  is 
down  for  $5,000;  Sol  Rosenblatt  for  $4,000, 
and  Frank  C.  Walker  for  $1,000  to  the 
Democratic  National  Committee. 

Among  contributions  to  the  Associated 
Willkie  Clubs  are  Mary  Pickford,  John  D. 
and  L.  S.  Rockefeller  at  $1,000  each. 


Many  to  Play  Solid  Shoris 
Programs  on  Election  Day 

New  York — Columbia  reports,  through 
Max  J.  Weisfeldt,  its  short  subject  sales 
manager,  wide  theatre  booking  of  solid 
shorts  programs  for  Election  Day  so  that 
returns  may  be  announced  between  sub- 
jects, thereby  avoiding  serious  interruption 
which  would  prevail  with  the  showing  of 
features. 


Columbia  Salaries 

New  York — Columbia’s  report  to  the 
SEC  reveals  the  company  paid  Cary  Grant 
$206,250,  Wesley  Ruggles  $199,999  and 
Loretta  Young  $170,000  in  1939. 


— Metropolitan  Photo.s 

Three  RKO  Personalities  Disembark — 

Above,  Michele  Morgan,  French  player  here  from  Europe  for  an  American 
debut,  arrives  on  the  Exochorda  which  also  brought  Reginald  Armour, 
general  foreign  sales  manager  for  RKO.  Below,  Phil  Reisman,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  foreign  distribution,  returns  on  the  Argentine  from 
South  America  and  is  met  by  his  family — Phil  jr.,  Mrs.  Reisman,  on  the 
left,  and  Bill  on  the  right. 
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(Continued  from  page  20) 
his  last  visit  two  years  ago,  Leo,  his 
brother,  became  a father  for  the  first  time. 
Now,  Leo  is  a daddy  again  . . . David  O. 
Selznick  is  planning  to  head  for  the  coast 
next  week  after  a lengthy  stay  in  the 
East  and  New  England  . . . Howard  Cull- 
man, former  trustee  for  the  Roxy,  smiles 
over  the  fact  he  continues  in  show  busi- 
ness with  a financial  interest  in  three 
Broadway  shows,  one  of  which  is  “Life 
With  Father,”  in  which  he  owns  a third 
interest.  John  Hay  Whitney  and  Howard 
Lindsey  own  the  other  two-thirds  . . . 
Jack  Kirsch,  Allied  Illmois  chieftain,  has 
been  visiting  town  the  past  week. 

Bob  Gillham  leaves  on  another  trip  west 
in  a few  days  . . . S.  Charles  Einield  left 
for  the  coast  Friday  after  a number  of 
weeks  at  the  home  office  . . . Herman 
Weissman  has  purchased  the  script  rights 
to  “The  Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey”  from 
M-G-M.  Louis  Nizer  represented  Weiss- 
man who  plans  to  produce  a picture  from 
the  novel  within  the  next  three  months 
. . . Theodora  Griffis,  daughter  of  Stanton 
Griffis,  on  Wednesday  was  married  to 
John  Treville  Latouche,  composer  of  “Bal- 
lad for  Americans”  . . . Nat  Holt,  RKO 
division  head  in  Ohio,  was  in  town  on 
bookings  . . . John  Hubbard,  who  appears 
in  “Road  Show,”  is  in  town  on  a brief 
vacation  . . . Grad  Sears  leaves  shortly 
on  a tour  of  the  country  with  the  Warner 
studio  his  destination  . . . George  Frazier 
of  Paramount’s  home  office  on  Monday 
switches  to  20th-Fox  publicity  department 
. . . Pat  Casey  is  here  from  Hollywood. 

Morton  Van  Praag,  mid-west  National 
Screen  district  manager,  is  back  at  home 
office  quarters  after  a week  in  the  Windy 
City,  his  former  stamping  grounds  . . . 


Three  Organize  a New 
Slot  Film  Company 

New  York — Latest  entrant  in  the  auto- 
matic slot  “movie”  field  is  “Show  Box,” 
organized  by  Mitchell  Hamilburg,  artist 
representative  and  advertising  executive  of 
Hollywood;  Irving  Starr,  independent  pro- 
ducer, and  Murray  Briskin,  theatre  opera- 
tor. 

Offices  have  been  temporarily  taken  at 
the  Essex  House  here  to  handle  franchises 
and  demonstrations.  A sales  promotion 
campaign  stresses  a “new  and  different” 
finance  plan. 


Sanchez  in  Mexico  City 
Arranging  for  Product 

New  York — Arthur  Sanchez,  head  of 
the  newly-formed  Trans-Oceanic  Film  Ex- 
port Co.,  is  in  Mexico  City  arranging  for 
product.  Aside  from  its  plan  to  distribute 
Spanish-language  films  made  there  and 
in  South  America  in  the  states.  Trans- 
oceanic states  it  intends  producing  on  its 
own  in  South  America. 


Schine  Equips  Two 

Albany — Schine  circuit  purchased  from 
National  Theatre  Supply  for  its  new  thea- 
tre in  Oswego,  a screen  and  sound  equip- 
ment. Schine’s  Olympic,  Watertown,  has 
also  installed  new  projection  equipment. 


Norman  Elson,  Film  Alliance  sales  head, 
has  left  for  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Chicago, 
Buffalo,  Albany  and  Boston  areas  on  “Let 
George  Do  It”  . . . Bill  Powers  is  all  booked 
up  for  the  season’s  football  games.  He 
usually  takes  one  of  the  children  with  him 
. . . Spyros  Skouras  returned  via  air  from 
the  coast  Thursday,  delaying  his  arrival  a 
few  days  for  extended  confabs  with  his 
brother  . . . Larry  Stessin  is  handling  pub- 
licity for  the  AAA  on  all  film  industry 
cases  . . . Ralph  Bellamy  is  on  a cruise  to 
Bermuda  and  South  America  aboard  the 
Santa  Rosa. 

Pacific  Lodge  No.  233,  F.  & A.  M.,  has 
extended  all  Masons  in  the  industry  an 
invitation  to  attend  a special  “Motion 
Picture  Nite”  at  Masonic  Hall,  71  West 
23rd  St.,  Thursday  evening,  November  28. 
The  occasion  is  in  the  form  of  a tribute  in 
recognition  of  the  many  members  who  are 
in  the  film  business.  A highlight  will  be 
the  Third  Degree  to  be  portrayed  by  the 
renowned  Pacific  Fellowcraft  Team,  in  full 
ceremonial  form  . . . Roy  Disney  is  due 
from  the  coast  Monday  re  that  “F — t — ia” 
opening. 

1.  Welt  of  the  Rosenblatt-W elt  circuit  is 
recuperating  at  Mt.  Sinai  after  an  opera- 
tion and  blood  transfusion  . . . Len  Picker 
is  looking  over  the  market  of  new  cars 
. . . Max  A.  Cohen  attended  the  Syracuse 
meeting  of  the  new  MPTOA  unit  there 
Thursday  . . . Joe  Bernhard  and  Moe  J. 
Siegel  in  a huddle  Thursday  afternoon  at 
8th  Ave.  and  44t?i  St.  . . . Jack  L.  Warner 
headed  back  to  Hollywood  Wednesday 
night  . . . Benn  Jacobson,  M-G-M  talent 
scout,  spent  a few  days  in  Boston  catching 
four  new  shows  . . . Bill  Heineman  has 
gone  to  his  usual  haunts  in  Montana  on  a 
hunting  trip  . . . Walter  Gould  is  due  back 
from  South  America  in  the  next  few  days. 


Third  Columbia  Regional 
Is  Held  in  Windy  City 

Chicago — Columbia’s  forthcoming  pro- 
ductions and  plans  highlighted  a two-day 
sales  meeting,  the  third  of  a series  of 
regionals,  at  the  Drake  Hotel  here  over 
the  weekend  for  mid-central  and  central 
divisions. 

Abe  Montague,  general  sales  manager; 
Rube  Jackter,  his  assistant,  and  Lou  Wein- 
berg, Louis  Astor,  Max  Weisfeldt,  Maurice 
Grad,  George  Josephs  and  Hank  Kaufman 
comprised  the  home  office  delegation. 
Sales  personnel  from  the  division  headed 
by  Phil  Dunas  and  Carl  Shalit  included 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Minneapolis, 
Omaha,  Des  Moines,  Detroit,  Indianapolis, 
Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis  branches. 

Three-Theatre  Brooklyn 
Pool  Extended  3 Years 

New  York — The  three-theatre  pool  in 
Brooklyn  has  been  extended  for  three  years 
under  the  supervision  of  Si  Fabian,  who 
owns  the  Fox.  The  other  two  houses  are 
the  Paramount  and  Strand. 


Union's  Directorate  Changed 

Albany — The  Empire  State  Motion  Pic- 
ture Operators  Union,  Inc.,  a membership 
corporation,  has  filed  papers  with  secre- 
tary of  state  showing  a change  of  direc- 
tors. Michael  W.  Longo,  66  Court  St., 
Brooklyn,  is  attorney  for  the  union. 


Loew  Directories  to 
Remain  in  Dailies 


New  York — The  Loew  circuit  “definite- 
ly plans  to  continue”  the  series  of  dahy 
film  directories  in  eight  metropolitan 
newspapers  because  “we  are  convinced  that 
newspapers  are  doing  a sweii  joo  for  us,” 
Oscar  A.  Doob  writes  to  the  Bureau  of 
AUvertising,  which  reproduces  Doob’s  letter 
in  a bulletin  titled  “Advertising  Facts.” 

The  bulletin  states  that,  wniie  the  an- 
nual cost  of  $325,000  to  distriDute  weekly 
programs  by  mail  or  in  theatre  lobbies 
was  “probably  the  most  extensively  dis- 
tributed movie  bulletin  m any  city  m the 
country,  yet  it  still  dian  t seem  to  be 
reachmg  enough  of  the  right  people  with 
enough  of  the  right  eliect.  Too  many 
customers  were  missing  from  Loew’s  the- 
atre seats.” 

The  weekly  program  was  discontinued 
after  21  years  and  the  “missing-patron 
search  was  concentrated  in  newspapier 
space,”  the  bulletin  adas.  Tne  newspaper 
schedule  quadruples  the  amount  of  space 
the  circuit  previously  useU  “and  brmgs 
us  nearly  six  times  the  circulation  we 
reached  with  the  weekly  bulletin  and  we 
‘contact’  that  circulation  six  or  seven  times 
a week  instead  of  once,”  Doob’s  letter  adds. 

Seven  Houses  Added  to 
Brandt  Booking  Combine 

New  York — Harry  Brandt  has  added 
seven  more  houses  to  his  booking  and 
buying  combination,  making  his  total  over 
80.  The  latest  acquisitions  include  four 
Harry  Doniger  units,  the  Colony,  Union 
City;  Embassy,  Bayonne;  Grant  Lee,  Pali- 
sades, and  the  Savoy,  Cliffside,  and  A1 
Margulies’  Mayfair,  Rialto  and  Rivoii  in 
west  New  York. 

Other  local  theatre  changes  follow: 
Max  A.  Cohen  adding  the  Ace,  formerly 
the  Congress,  Bronx,  and  dropping  the 
Jewel  in  Harlem;  Brandt  reopening  the 
Circle,  Bronx,  November  21;  Tnomas  Lic- 
cardo  closing  the  Village,  Eighth  Ave.; 
Regun,  116th  St.,  reopening  November  2; 
Broad,  Elizabeth,  has  been  reopened  as  the 
New  by  Sidney  E.  Stern  and  L.  Baurer, 
and  the  Highbridge,  Highbridge,  N.  J.,  is 
now  being  operated  by  a new  corporation 
in  which  George  Leonard  is  president  and 
C.  R.  McKim,  vice-president. 


Harry  Blinderman  Rites 
Held  Over  the  Weekend 

New  York — Funeral  services  were  held 
over  the  weekend  for  Harry  Blinderman, 
60,  who  died  of  a heart  attack  at  his 
theatre,  the  Palace,  on  Second  Ave.  He 
was  a veteran  of  25  years  and  was  fi- 
nancially interested  in  the  Mayer  & Schnei- 
der circuit  before  it  was  sold  to  Pox 
Metropolitan  Playhouses.  A week  before 
he  passed  away,  Blinderman  was  hit  by  a 
car  and  narrowly  escaped  death. 

Tradepaper  Men  Will  Not 
Bow  to  Ampa  Restrictions 

New  York — A proposal  to  revise  the  con- 
stitution of  Ampa  would  restrict  trade- 
paper  men  from  holding  any  office.  It  is 
reported  that  virtually  all  trade  paper 
representatives  will  resign  from  the  or- 
ganization if  the  amendment  goes  through. 
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No  Business  Manager 
For  N.  J.  Allied 

New  YoRK—Proposed  plan  to  have  a 
business  manager  conduct  the  affairs  of 
Allied  of  New  Jersey  instead  of  a presi- 
dent has  been  abandoned,  it  is  learned. 
E.  Thornton  Kelly,  who  was  in  charge  of 
the  annual  convention  held  last  month  in 
Atlantic  City,  had  been  suggested  for  the 
post.  However,  he  has  been  retained  by 
the  unit  on  a membership  drive.  Elec- 
tions, postponed  at  the  Atlantic  City  meet, 
will  be  held  shortly  after  the  first  of  the 
year. 


Television  Reporting  for 
Premiere  of  "Fantasia" 

New  York — Among  the  more  elaborate 
trimmings  arranged  by  Hal  Horne’s  local 
staff  for  the  world  premiere  of  “Fantasia” 
at  the  Broadway,  November  13,  are  the 
presentation  of  the  front-of-the-house  ac- 
tivity via  two  mobile  television  truck  units, 
remote  control  spot  radio  broadcasting  and 
extensive  newsreel  coverage. 

The  entire  publicity  and  press  depart- 
ment has  been  transferred  from  Horne’s 
office  in  the  RKO  Building  to  the  theatre. 
It  includes  Joe  Heppner,  Antoinette  Spit- 
zer,  Dorothy  Shea,  Mary  Roach,  Madeline 
Gilmore  and  Jeff  Lieberman. 

A press  preview  takes  place  the  evening 
before  the  premiere.  The  theatre  has  been 
entirely  redecorated  and  will  seat  1,864. 
The  film  runs  150  minutes  and  will  be 
broken  up  with  a 15-minute  intermission, 
the  break  having  been  especially  treated 
with  Deems  Taylor  handling  it. 


Proceeds  of  Lester  Isaacs 
Testimonial  to  Charity 

New  York — Proceeds  of  the  Lester  B. 
Isaacs  testimonial  dinner  tendered  by  Pru- 
dence Lodge  1066  of  the  Masons  on  Octo- 
ber 30  at  the  Astor  grand  ballroom  will 
be  turned  over  to  charity.  Approximately 
800  were  on  hand.  The  Honor  Legion  of 
the  Police  Department  and  the  Detective 
Endowment  Association  of  the  Police  De- 
partment were  well  represented. 

Seymour  Mayer,  Loew  district  manager, 
was  in  charge  of  the  entertainment  while 
Arthur  Baus  of  the  Prudence  Lodge  handled 
all  other  arrangements.  Isaacs  is  chief 
projectionist  for  the  Loew  circuit. 

ITOA  Appreciates  Chance 
At  Hearing  on  Decree 

New  York — Members  of  the  ITOA  at 
their  regular  meeting  Wednesday  at  the 
Astor  expressed  gratification  at  Judge  God- 
dard’s decision  to  give  exhibitors  a hearing 
on  the  proposed  consent  decree  November 
14.  Milton  C.  Weisman,  counsel  for  the 
unit,  will  represent  the  organization.  The 
entire  membership  also  pledged  itself  to 
show  “London  Can  Take  It,”  one-reel 
British  subject.  A general  discussion  on 
labor  also  was  held. 


Daughter  to  Geres 

Gloversville— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Gere 
are  the  parents  of  a seven  and  a quarter 
pound  daughter  at  the  Nathan  Littauer 
Hospital.  Mrs.  Gere  is  the  daughter  of 
John  A.  May,  comptroller  of  the  Schine 
Circuit,  and  is  the  latter’s  first  grandchild. 


DKO-ITES  will  make  merry  at  the  North 
Hills  Country  Club,  Monday,  to  in- 
augurate the  fall  social  season.  Charles 
Zagrans  and  Nat  Levy  will  be  present,  with 
Levy  playing  host  . . . Herbert  Given  is 
moving  his  PRC  exchange  to  1235 
Vine  Street  . . . RKO  also  is  planning  to 
move  to  another  location  on  13th  Street 
. . . Ed  Rosenbaum,  Columbia  expioiteer, 
is  back  after  a three-week  aerial  tour  of 
the  largest  cities  of  the  east,  booming  busi- 
ness for  “Arizona.”  And  not  a trace  of  air 
sickness. 

Dot  Burrison,  the  pretty  behind  the 
Metro  telephone  switchboard,  plugged  in  a 
call  last  week,  and  found  herself  listening 
to  a singing  telegram  on  the  subject, 
“Happy  Birthday  to  You”  . . . Rose  DeMeo 
and  Eve  Wurst,  also  of  Metro,  both  had 
birthdays,  too  . . . Bill  McLaughlin,  Metro 
advertising  man,  drew  serial  number  1313 
in  the  draft  . . . Herb  Elliott  looks  like  a 
proud  papa  when  he  beams  at  the  renova- 
tions in  his  Fern  Rock. 

Preston  Foster  came  to  town  for  a per- 
sonal appearance  at  the  Stanley  where  his 
“Moon  Over  Burma”  is  playing,  and  he 
didn’t  get  a spare  minute.  The  press 
clipped  him  for  an  interview;  then  he 
visited  the  Paramount  exchange,  shook 


20th-Fox  Operating  Loss 
$L075£11  for  39  Weeks 

New  York — A net  operating  loss  of  $1,- 
075,611  is  reported  by  20th  Century-Fox 
for  the  39  weeks  ended  September  28,  1940. 
This  is  after  all  charges,  including  provi- 
sion of  $2,200,000  for  reserve  against  for- 
eign assets.  The  similar  period  in  1939 
produced  a profit  of  $3,152,595. 

The  statement  does  not  include  earnings 
of  National  Theatres  Corp.,  since  no  divi- 
dends were  declared  by  that  corporation 
during  either  of  the  periods. 

The  special  reserve  against  foreign  as- 
sets, the  company  says,  “is  to  exclude  from 
current  profits  those  profits  earned  during 
the  period  in  foreign  currencies,  principal- 
ly sterling,  which  are  not  currently  realiz- 
able in  United  States  dollars  and  are 
therefore  not  available  for  use  in  the  cor- 
poration’s operations  in  the  United  States.” 
When  they  can  be  so  converted  they  will 
be  included  in  the  profits  of  the  period  in 
which  realized,  the  report  states. 


Increased  Nets  Reported 
By  B,  F.  Keith  and  KAO 

New  York — For  39  weeks  ended  Sep- 
tember 28,  B.  F.  Keith  Corp.  reports  net 
profit  after  all  charges  of  $279,685  and 
KAO  a net  of  $489,259.  The  latter  figure 
is  equal  to  $7.69  per  share  on  seven  per 
cent  cumulative  convertible  preferred  stock. 

The  B.  P.  Keith  report  compares  with 
a net  of  $156,571  for  the  same  39-week 
period  in  1939,  while  the  KAO  figure  rep- 
resents an  increase  over  the  $476,540  net 
reported  for  the  same  1939  period. 


Technicolor  Dividend 

New  York— a dividend  of  25  cents  a 
share,  payable  November  15  to  holders  of 
record  November  7,  has  been  declared  by 
Technicolor,  Inc. 


hands  with  all  the  boys  and  girls.  Mert 
Nason,  booker,  took  him  out  to  Villanova, 
Mert’s  alma  mater,  where  Foster  posed  for 
pictures  with  the  football  team,  and  was 
told  by  Coach  Clipper  Smith,  an  old  friend, 
that  he’d  make  a good  fullback.  Poster 
finally  was  able  to  slip  across  the  river  to 
visit  his  folks  in  Pitman,  N.  J. 

Earle  Sweigert,  Paramount’s  branch 
head,  and  Ulrik  Smith,  sales  manager, 
went  to  New  York  to  close  some  deals  . . . 
Bill  Brooker,  expioiteer,  is  back  at  his  desk, 
after  picking  up  a thick  southern  accent 
on  an  exploitation  tour  of  the  South  . . . 
Ann  Kraftsow  returned  from  a vacation 
trip  from  New  York  to  Washington,  rar- 
ing to  get  at  the  oV  typewriter  . . . Naome 
Greenberg  is  back  at  work  after  a brief 
illness  . . . Nat  Harris,  student  salesman, 
is  touring  the  Harrisburg  territory  with 
Salesman  Jack  Holman. 

Seen  around  town:  Pete  Marinos,  Wyo- 
ming Theatre,  Wyoming;  Oscar  Stiefel, 
Roxy,  Lock  Haven;  Stanley  Peters,  Ritz,  St. 
Clair,  and  Eddie  Jones  of  the  Magazzu 
circuit  . . . Lou  Ponnato,  Warner  Thea- 
tres booker,  is  the  papa  of  a husky  baby 
boy  . . . Local  B-7,  Film  Exchange  Em- 
ployes Union,  will  hold  a meeting  at  the 
Broadwood  Hotel,  Friday,  for  nomination 
of  officers,  other  union  business — and  a 
Hallowe’en  party. 

The  trade  was  shocked  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  John  Zotkiewicz,  owner  of  the 
Imperial,  Kulpmont  . . . James  P.  Clark  is 
reported  the  new  owner  of  the  Ace  Films’ 
building.  Incidentally,  Clark  is  as  busy  as 
a race  horse  trying  to  bring  the  local 
Democratic  campaign  to  a spectacular  and 
successful  conclusion  . . . Eddie  Moore, 
Strand,  York,  has  got  an  organist,  violin- 
ist and  cellist  to  perform  on  his  stage  in 
a tieup  with  a local  radio  station  . . . 
Marty  Goldenberg,  State,  got  a pat  on  the 
back  in  the  West  Catholic  News  for  pro- 
viding the  school  with  a loud-speaker  sys- 
tem during  a football  rally. 

Bill  Morgan,  Globe,  Vineland,  is  work- 
ing with  the  American  Legion  in  an  en- 
listment drive.  He  has  received  letters  of 
commendation  from  the  local  post  com- 
mander, and  also  from  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars  and  the  Adolph  Phillips 
Navy  Club  . . . A.  J.  Vanni,  Warner  out- 
of-town  district  head,  and  Lew  Black, 
manager  of  the  Warner,  Wilmington,  got 
Gov.  Richard  C.  McMullen  to  issue  a 
proclamation  declaring  “Knute  Rockne 
Week,”  when  the  Rockne  film  hit  town. 
The  stunt  got  plenty  of  newspaper  atten- 
tion. 

Charles  Moyer,  State,  Hanover,  recent- 
ly did  a job  of  doorbell-ringing — not  to 
sell  a political  candidate,  but  to  sell  his 
theatre.  He  is  reported  to  have  visited 
hundreds  of  Hanover  homes,  to  laud  his 
theatre’s  service  . . . Four  York  managers, 
Eddie  Moore,  Paul  Harvey,  Gil  Fradeneck 
and  Harry  Olmstead,  cooperated  in  get- 
ting the  local  high  school’s  weekly  to  in- 
augurate a movie  column  . . . Bill  Yurasko, 
Sedgwick,  ran  a Hallowe’en  party  for  his 
kid  patrons,  distributed  $50  in  prizes. 
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THE  State  team  went  into  first  place  in 
the  Duckpin  League  Monday  by  tak- 
ing two  out  of  three  from  the  National, 
while  Park  was  losing  two  to  Loew’s.  The 
State  set  new  records  for  single  game  and 
set  of  532  and  1,506.  A1  Nichols  of  Loew’s 
holds  individual  set  records  of  362  and 
Garland  of  Rogers  rolled  high  game  of  135. 

E.  T.  Crall,  well  known  in  exhibitor  cir- 
cles throughout  the  state,  died  in  New- 
port News  last  Wednesday  after  an  illness 
of  about  two  months.  He  was  a native  of 
Norfolk  but  had  spent  most  of  his  life  in 
Newport  News,  where  he  had  been  asso- 
ciated with  his  father,  William  F.  Crall, 
who  died  last  August. 

Leon  Nelson  jr.,  local  boy  who  had  been 
associated  with  the  Ross-Federal  Service 
in  Boston  for  the  past  two  months,  is  back 
in  this  territory  checking  houses  . . . Floyd 
Stawls,  manager  of  the  Carillon,  again 
visited  his  folks  in  Norfolk  on  his  day  off 
. . . The  Lichtman  circuit  has  closed  the 
Manhattan  in  Norfolk  for  extensive  altera- 
tions. 

This  is  the  season  for  Community  Fund 
drives  and  theatre  folk  all  over  the  state 
are  taking  an  active  part.  Here  in  Rich- 
mond, Sam  Be7idheim  jr.,  general  man- 
ager of  Neighborhood  Theatres,  is  serv- 
ing on  one  of  the  committees  soliciting 
funds,  and  in  Lynchburg,  Willis  Grist, 
Paramount  manager,  is  in  charge  of  a 
battalion  of  solicitors,  aided  by  his  assist- 
ant manager,  Craig  Cousins. 

The  Pitts-Roth  third  theatre  in  Suffolk, 
now  under  construction,  is  exp>ected  to  be 
completed  in  the  early  spring  . . . Albert, 
son  of  Jack  Lichtman,  Norfolk,  has  en- 
listed in  the  Army  . . . Albert  Nichols, 
Loew’s  engineer,  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen 
Gunn  . . . Winfrey  Schenck  is  the  new 
stenographer  in  the  advertising  depart- 
ment of  Neighborhood  Theatres. 

Mrs.  Allen  Sparrow,  wife  of  the  manager 
of  Loew’s,  is  recuperating  at  home  after 
an  operation  at  Stuart  Circle  Hospital  . . . 
Bobby  Willis  now  is  a member  of  the  staff 
at  the  Capitol,  replacing  Henry  Hawkins 
. . . Herman  Rubin,  Petersburg  city  man- 
ager, was  a recent  Washington  visitor  . . . 
Sam  Bendheim  and  Walter  Coulter  were 
elected  directors  of  the  West  Richmond 
Business  Men’s  Ass’n  . . . Frank  O’Brien, 
Bob  Egan  and  Elizabeth  Copeland  drove 
to  Washington  to  see  Gene  Autry. 

A charter  has  been  issued  to  Motor 
Theatre  Corp.,  Norfolk,  with  maximum 
capital  of  $15,000.  A.  E.  Lichtman  is  presi- 
dent . . . Harley  Davidson,  Paramount 
salesman,  was  seen  in  these  parts  several 
times  during  the  past  week  . . . Claude 
Miles,  projectionist  at  the  Westhampton, 
has  returned  to  his  home  in  Roanoke,  with 
Louis  MagalLs  replacing. 

Slim  Holloway,  manager  of  the  Wilson 
in  Arlington,  brought  the  missus  down  to 
meet  his  folks  the  other  week  . . . George 
Hicks  replaced  Robert  Roscher  on  the  ser- 
vice staff  at  the  National  . . . Leroy  Ford, 
operator  at  the  Byrd,  is  proud  of  the  show- 
ing made  by  his  son,  Leroy  Junior,  on  the 
Richmond  Arrows  Football  team  . . . Pete 
Stainback,  chief  of  service  at  Loew’s, 
bought  a new  car. 


Stage  Equipment  Firm 

New  York — The  J.  R.  Clancy  Co.,  Inc., 
dealers  in  curtain  controls  and  other  stage 
equipment,  have  opened  a New  York  office 
under  the  direction  of  Lee  B.  Spivack  at 
229  W.  42nd. 


NBC  Resumes  Television 
Tests  in  New  York 


New  York — Sunday  evening  saw  the  re- 
sumption of  television  tests  over  W2XBS 
by  NBC,  the  first  since  operation  of  the 
station  was  suspended  August  1 to  make 
changes  required  by  the  new  assignment 
of  television  frequencies  by  the  FCC.  The 
new  test  images  will  be  maintained  in  441 
scanning  lines  with  transmission  at  the 
rate  of  30  complete  images  a second,  pend- 
ing the  final  conclusions  of  the  National 
Television  Systems  Committee. 

Open  House  on  Nov.  6 
By  Showmen  s Club 

Philadelphia — Open  house  for  the  in- 
dustry will  be  held  November  6 by  the 
Showmen’s  Club  in  its  new  quarters,  1315 
Vine  Street.  A gala  opening  will  be  held 
three  days  later. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Producers,  David  Starckman,  Louis  Ber- 
ger and  Samuel  Rosen  were  elected  to  fill 
vacancies  on  the  board. 

21  Fabian  Units  to  Have 
RCA  Sound  Servicing 

New  York — Under  a new  contract 
signed  with  the  Fabian  circuit,  31  units  in 
the  chain,  including  eight  on  Staten  Island 
not  heretofore  covered,  will  receive  RCA 
sound  service  under  a deal  negotiated  be- 
tween Sam  Rosen  for  Fabian  and  Bernard 
Sholtz  and  W.  W.  Jones  for  RCA. 


Circuits  Sign  Altec 

New  York — Altec  Service  has  been 
signed  for  by  “Mike”  Kallet  for  his  24 
houses  outstate  and  by  Jayem  Manage- 
ment Corp.  for  theatres  in  west  New 
York  and  New  Jersey. 

ft 
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piRST  all-University  of  Rochester  foot- 
ball rally  to  be  held  in  a downtown 
theatre  will  be  staged  by  Lester  Pollock, 
Loew’s  manager,  early  this  month.  He 
plans  to  have  coaches  and  squad  members 
take  part  in  a stage  program  . . . One  of 
the  features  of  a patriotic  rally  staged  at 
the  chamber  of  commerce  last  week  was 
“The  Ramparts  'We  Watch,”  screened  by 
Schine. 

James  Melton  appeared  in  the  opera, 
“Martha,”  at  the  Eastman  two  nights  . . . 
Class  in  motion  picture  appreciatioti  has 
been  started  at  West  High  School.  Steps 
in  making  of  films  are  studied  . . . Par- 
ticipating in  a health  defense  program 
sponsored  by  industrialists  are  A.  F.  Sul- 
zer.  Dr.  William  A.  Sawyer  and  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin J.  Slater  of  Eastman  Kodak;  Leon- 
ard G.  Weber,  Stromberg-Carlson,  and  Dr. 
Harold  H.  Baker  of  Bausch  & Lomb. 

When  4,200  teachers  attended  sessions 
of  a teachers’  convention  at  Loew’s  Roches- 
ter, they  got  ring  souvenirs  with  plug, 
“This  is  a reminder  to  see  ‘Third  Finger, 
Left  Hand’,”  which  opened  next  day  at 
Loew’s  . . . Lester  Pollock  held  a special 
screening  of  “Bagdad”  at  the  Murray. 

Dr.  C.  E.  K.  Mees,  Dr.  John  I.  Crab- 
tree and  Dr.  E.  P.  Wightman  of  Eastman 
Kodak  have  been  named  “fellows”  of  the 
Photographic  Society  of  America  . . . Pat- 
rons at  Loew’s  Rochester  got  free  dough- 
nuts and  cider  Hallowe’en  night  . . . “Great 
Dictator”  at  Loew’s. 


^ARIETY  CLUB  will  elect  new  officers 

for  the  coming  year  at  a luncheon  meet- 
ing to  be  held  at  the  Willard  Monday, 
November  11.  Non-resident  and  associate 
members  are  welcome  . . . Everett  Kies- 
ling  of  Radford  has  recuperated  from  a 
recent  ailment  and  has  left  the  hospital 
. . . Mrs.  Ada  Murphy  is  now  doing  the 
buying  for  the  Murphy  circuit  in  Appala- 
chia ...  It  is  rumored  that  the  new  house 
in  Galax  will  be  taken  over  by  the  Depkin 
circuit  . . . Mrs.  Danny  Weinberg  of  Bed- 
ford, Va.,  has  recovered  from  a recent 
operation  and  is  expected  home  within  the 
week  . . . The  premiere  of  “Reuter’s”  at 
the  Interior  Auditorium  was  sponsored  by 
the  English  Speaking  Union,  with  Neville 
Butler  of  the  English  Embassy  as  the 
honored  guest. 

Visiting  the  Row:  Sidney  Bowden,  Nor- 
folk; Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Lassiter  of  Hamp- 
ton, Va.;  Bobby  Levine,  Portsmouth;  Sam 
Mellitts,  Denton;  H.  L.  Moller,  Tappahan- 
nock;  Harry  Silver,  Overlea;  Lou  Cohan, 
Essex;  Lou  Tunick,  Arbutus  . . . Bunk 
Wilson  of  Crewe,  Va.,  is  ever  ready  to 
drop  the  baited  hook,  he  carries  a port- 
able boat  with  him  . . . It  is  reported  that 
a new  house  is  under  construction  in  Law- 
renceville,  Va.  . . . Tony  Mongello  is  the 
new  assistant  to  Tom  Rayfield  at  Clark 
Film,  Jack  Norman  having  resigned  to 
accept  a selling  position  . . . The  booking 
department  at  Universal  finished  sixth  in 
the  recent  booker’s  drive  and  in  the  money 
. . . Jules  Lapidus,  Universal  district  man- 
ager, visited  with  Branch  Manager  Max 
Cohen  . . . Columbia’s  Danny  Rosenthal 
is  home  nursing  a cold  . . . RKO’s  Mary 
Janin  is  convalescing  at  home  . . . Ken 
Murray,  screen  and  stage  comic,  is  sched- 
uled for  a November  21  engagement  at  the 
Earle. 

The  local  20th-Pox  exchange  is  still  in 
the  number  one  spot  in  the  current  S.  R. 
Kent  Drive  . . . Sammy  Diamond,  sales- 
man, is  in  number  seven  spot  in  the  sell- 
ing averages  and  Jerry  Murphy,  Virginia 
salesman,  is  in  first  nlace  nationally  in 
advanced  rentals  . . . Helen  Invlee  is  get- 
ting along  in  fine  fashion  at  Will  Rogers, 
having  added  a few  nounds  . . . The  TCF 
Dynamos  held  a Hallowe’en  soiree  at  the 
exchange  Saturday  evening  . . . Edgar 
Moss,  district  manager,  visited  with  Sam 
Wheeler. 

Metro’s  Victory  dinner  to  celebrate  the 
exchange’s  success  in  the  recent  national 
drive  will  be  held  at  the  Shoreham  No- 
vember 8.  T.  J.  Connors,  eastern  division 
manager,  and  E.  K.  O’Shea,  district  man- 
ager, will  be  guests  together  with  E.  M. 
Booth,  Cincinnati  branch  manager  and 
last  year’s  winner,  who  will  present  the 
lion’s  head  and  plaque  to  Rudy  Berger, 
local  branch  manager. 

Mrs.  Freida  Cohen  motored  to  Florida 
for  her  belated  vacation  . . . Anna  Ridgely 
is  due  to  leave  the  hospital  soon  for  fur- 
ther convalescence  at  home  and  she  hopes 
in  time  to  celebrate  her  birthday  which 
falls  on  November  8 . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phil  Bobys  celebrated  their  wedding  an- 
niversary October  31. 


Meetings  November  7 and  18 

Passaic — Allied  of  New  Jersey  will  meet 
at  Harry  Hecht’s  Ritz  restaurant  Novem- 
ber 7 and  at  the  Walt  Whitman  Hotel, 
Camden,  November  18. 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Government-Financed 
Production  Forms 

Bringing  Hollywood  closer  than  ever  to 
the  war  and  to  the  government’s  defense 
preparations  is  the  disclosure  that  Gordon 
S.  Mitchell,  general  manager  of  the  Acad- 
emy Research  Council,  and  a captain  in 
the  U.  S.  Signal  Corps  reserves,  has  been 
appointed  to  head  a government-financed 
production  unit  turning  out  short  films  for 
use  in  training  the  draft  army. 

Mitchell  is  now  conferring  with  indus- 
try leaders  and  Signal  Corps  officers  here 
anent  plans  to  swing  into  immediate  ac- 
tivity on  the  first  group,  probably  to  com- 
prise ten  one-  and  two-reelers,  to  be  made 
through  a $250,000  appropriation.  Spokes- 
men for  him  declared  the  total  appropri- 
ation would  probably  amount  to  between 
$4,000,000  and  $5,000,000. 

Military  Subjects 

Subjects  to  be  covered  include  virtually 
every  phase  of  military  life  from  camp  rou- 
tine to  health  education  and  the  manual 
of  arms.  Scripters,  technical  crews,  di- 
rectors and  cameramen  will  be  recruited 
from  among  available  Hollywood  person- 
nel. Production  headquarters  have  been 
established  at  the  old  Vitagraph  Studios, 
donated  for  the  purpose  by  Harry  M. 
Warner.  Mitchell,  who  has  taken  tempo- 
rary leave  from  his  Academy  post,  will  be 
given  active  cooperation  by  Major  Nathan 
Levinson,  Warner  sound  director  and  a 
Signal  Corps  reserve  officer,  as  well  as 
other  technical  experts  with  Hollywood 
connections. 

A Columbia  release  has  been  secured  by 
A1  Rosen  for  his  proposed  production,  “The 
Mad  Dog  of  Eux-ope,”  which  he  has  had  in 
preparatory  stages  for  several  years.  The 
distribution  deal  was  effected  as  an  out- 
growth of  a superior  court  suit  in  which 
Rosen  sought  to  restrain  Columbia  from 
producing  a film  titled  “Mad  Men  of  Eu- 
ope”  on  the  grounds  it  infringed  on  his 
property. 

Ernst  Lubitsch  has  set  a November  4 
starting  date  on  “That  Uncertain  Feeling,” 
his  first  production  under  the  Sol  Lesser 
banner  for  United  Artists  release. 

Franklyn  Warner,  president  of  Fine 
Arts,  has  returned  from  New  York  after 
a stay  of  several  weeks  discussing  future 
plans  with  executives  there.  He  has  given 
no  indication,  however,  according  to 
spokesmen,  as  to  when  his  FA  unit  will 
resume  production.  It  has  been  idle  for 
several  months  during  which  Warner  per- 
fected a distribution  setup. 


Sign  Armetta  for  Four 

Henry  Armetta  has  signed  a four-pic- 
ture contract  with  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.  Ted  Richmond  will  produce  the 
quartet. 


September  Job  Placements 
Increase  Over  August 

Cheering  news  to  industry  workers  was 
the  report  issued  by  the  state  labor  de- 
partment revealing  that,  during  Septem- 
ber, job  placements  and  wages  in  the  stu- 
dios showed  an  increase  over  August,  al- 
though somewhat  under  the  figures  for 
September,  1939. 

A total  of  13,189  were  employed  in  the 
studios  during  the  month  with  a payroll 
of  $590,571 — as  compared  with  12,704  em- 
ployed in  August  and  earning  $562,249. 
Average  hourly  wage  in  September  was 
$1.28,  the  report  disclosed. 

Fred  Mills  has  succeeded  James  Roose- 
velt as  president  of  the  Soundies  Distribut- 
ing Corp.  of  America,  Roosevelt  turning 
in  his  resignation  because  of  his  call  to 
active  service  as  a captain  in  the  marine 
corps  reserve.  Roosevelt  remains  as  execu- 
tive vice-president  and  member  of  the 
board  of  directors. 

Terminating  his  association  with  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  Archie  Mayo  has  joined  20th 
Century-Fox  on  a two-year  deal  as  a direc- 
tor, with  “The  Great  American  Broadcast” 
as  his  first  assignment. 

Val  Paul  has  resigned  as  production 
manager  for  Richard  Rowland’s  United 
Artists  unit  to  assume  an  executive  po- 
sition with  the  Golden  Gate  Turf  Club  in 
San  Francisco.  Sherman  Harris  succeeds 
him  in  the  Rowland  spot. 

On  the  heels  of  the  departure  of  Ben 
Piazza,  talent  and  casting  executive,  who 
has  checked  off  the  RKO  Radio  lot,  Oli- 
ver Hinsdell,  dramatic  coach,  and  Julius 
Evans,  talent  scout  and  test  director,  have 
left  the  studio.  Also  departing  the  RKO 
Radio  roster  was  Dick  Hogan,  featured 
player,  after  a year  on  the  lot. 

Producers  Alter  Delense 
Activity  Coordination 

Action  on  two  current  industry  matters 
was  taken  at  a special  meeting  of  the  pro- 
ducers association  October  28. 

To  coordinate  activities  in  Hollywood 
with  those  of  the  defense  coordination 
committee  headed  by  George  Schaefer  of 
RKO  Radio  and  comprising  New  York 
company  heads,  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  of 
Paramount,  was  named  chairman  of  a stu- 
dio production  defense  committee.  Free- 
man is  now  selecting  associate  members 
to  serve  with  him.  The  appointment  was 
made  after  Schaefer  appeared  at  the  ses- 
sion to  outline  the  work  of  his  New  York 
group,  explaining  its  functions  in  coordi- 
nating industry  developments  to  cooperate 
with  various  governmental  divisions. 

Producers  have  decided  to  leave  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  new  40-hour  maximum 
week  and  other  changes  in  the  wage-hour 
legislation  to  the  individual  studios.  Their 
decision  was  reached  after  studio  mana- 
gers spent  two  days  reviewing  the  changes 
with  Fred  Pelton,  Hays  office  labor  con- 


Independent  Guild  for 
Fox  White  Collars 


Overshadowed  by  the  draft  and  the  com- 
ing presidential  election,  labor’s  customar- 
ily loud  voice  is  at  present  somewhat  muf- 
fled as  concerns  industry  matters. 

The  Screen  Office  Employes  Guild  met 
its  first  defeat  when  in  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  election  white-collarites 
at  20th  Century-Fox  voted  for  its  own  in- 
dependent guild,  242  to  156,  as  its  sole 
bargaining  agent.  Tlie  SOEG  is  consider- 
ing the  advisability  of  filing  a complaint, 
however,  on  the  grounds  that,  according  to 
its  charge,  workers  at  that  studio  were 
victims  of  “coercion  and  intimidation.” 
SOEG  gained  a clear-cut  victory  at  the 
Walter  Wanger  studio,  at  M-G-M,  and  at 
Republic  and  Universal.  Final  election  will 
be  held  at  the  Hal  Roach  studio  Novem- 
ber 4. 

lATSE  Demand 

Screen  Actors  Guild  board  of  directors 
has  agreed  to  submit  to  a referendum  vote 
of  its  B members  the  producer-SAG  stand- 
ing committee’s  report  on  extra-player 
conditions.  The  board  rejected  a petition 
filed  by  Jack  Gordon  seeking  a re-hearing 
on  charges  he  threatened  Central  Casting 
officers,  and  for  which  Gordon,  an  extra, 
was  suspended.  A run-off  election  for 
chairmanship  of  the  B Council  may  be 
held  as  Flo  Wix,  seated  as  chairman,  ques- 
tioned the  legality  of  her  own  election.  She 
asserted  the  by-laws  call  for  a run-off 
when  one  of  two  leading  candidates  fails 
to  receive  a majority  vote. 

Seeking  a breakdown  on  average  earn- 
ings, length  of  employment  and  other  data 
for  the  past  four  years,  the  Screen  Direc- 
tors Guild  has  mailed  questionnaires  to 
its  members.  The  SDG  hopes,  thereby,  to 
establish  the  basic  economic  status  of 
meggers  in  the  industry  today. 

The  lATSE  shortly  will  submit  demands 
to  producers  calling  for  a 40-hour  week 
for  sound  technicians  and  cameramen, 
plus  retroactive  pay  back  to  1938,  when 
the  maximum  44-hour  week  was  estab- 
lished. It  also  will  demand  that  the  pro- 
ducer-American  Society  of  Cinematog- 
raphers contract  be  voided  since,  the  lA 
claims,  a majority  of  lensers  are  now  lA 
members. 

The  Screen  Pubicists  Guild  is  preparing 
to  open  negotiations  with  producers  on  re- 
adjustments in  its  Guild  contract,  while 
the  Screen  Cartoon  Guild,  having  obtained 
a closed-shop  pact  at  M-G-M.  is  readying 
an  organizational  drive  on  other  cartoon 
plants. 


tact,  during  which  time  Pelton  outlined 
the  tenets  of  the  new  rulings  as  they  ap- 
ply to  the  motion  picture  industry.  Pelton 
is  scheduled  to  huddle  with  E.  V.  Cocking, 
coast  wage-hour  administration  chief,  to 
classify  exemptions  and  other  details. 
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Hollywood  Accelerates 
Community  Fund  Aid 


Hollywood  has  finally  started  the  ball 
rolling  in  concrete  fashion  in  connection 
with  the  film  colony's  participation  in  the 
annual  Los  Angeles  Community  Chest 
drive. 

Activities  have  been  launched  along  two 
fronts.  Starting  with  an  Assistance  League 
luncheon  tendered  by  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
chairman  of  the  industry  drive,  a Visita- 
tion Committee  including  16  film  stars 
plus  an  additional  30  studio,  union  and 
craft  executives,  split  into  three  groups  to 
visit  ten  different  Community  Chest  bene- 
ficiaries. 

Also  getting  underway  was  a special 
Community  Chest  film  tentatively  titled 
“Andy  Hardy  in  Los  Angeles,  a Lesson  in 
Mathematics  and  Other  Things.”  Carey 
Wilson  and  Harry  Rapf  are  co-producing: 
George  Seitz  is  the  director;  and  Mickey 
Rooney  and  Lewis  Stone  are  the  stars. 
Merritt  Gerstad  has  donated  his  services 
as  cameraman  and  Eddie  Blackburn  has 
donated  the  film  on  behalf  of  the  East- 
man Kodak  Co.  Film  will  be  shown  first 
to  30.000  studio  employes  assembled  in 
Community  Chest  mass  meetings  November 
4 and  thereafter  will  be  given  regular 
theatre  presentations. 

Visitation  Committee  comprises  stars  in- 
cluding Wallace  Beery,  Irene  Rich,  Norma 
Shearer,  Lew  Ayres,  Olivia  de  Havilland, 
Ida  Lupino,  Priscilla  Lane,  James  Cagney, 
Fay  Bainter,  Jane  Darwell,  Dorothy  La- 
mour,  Claudette  Colbert,  Bob  Hope,  Jack 
Benny,  Barbara  Stanwyck,  Ann  Shirley, 
Ginger  Rogers,  Greer  Garson,  Eleanor 
Powell,  George  Murphy,  Edward  Arnold 
and  Lucile  Gleason. 

Farewell  to  Officers 

A rousing  farewell  was  tendered  by  the 
industry  to  officers  of  the  22nd  battalion, 
Marine  corps  reserves,  on  the  eve  of  their 
departure  for  San  Diego  for  active  duty. 
The  dinner  was  held  at  M-G-M  with  the 
Culver  City  studio  and  the  Screen  Direc- 
tors Guild  as  co-hosts  and  some  400  exec- 
utives, stars  and  other  notables  in  attend- 
ance. 

Guest  of  honor  was  Major  W.  S.  Van 
Dyke  II,  introduced  by  Director  Frank 
Capra.  Louis  B.  Mayer  was  toastmaster 
and  speakers  included  top  executives  from 
every  studio.  Entertainment  was  supplied 
by  Jeanette  MacDonald  and  Nelson  Eddy, 
Mickey  Rooney,  Judy  Garland  and  Kath- 
ryn Grayson,  while  Herbert  Stothart, 
M-G-M  composer,  introduced  the  Twen- 
ty-Second Battalion  March,  composed  by 
him  for  the  unit.  In  addition  to  Van 
Dyke,  honored  guests  included  Captain 
James  Roosevelt,  adjutant;  Captain  Ben- 
jamin Perelman,  director  of  the  11th 
naval  reserve  district,  and  other  military 
figures, 

Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  has  returned  from 
the  east  after  six  weeks  of  conferences 
with  state  department  officials  on  send- 
ing additional  war  materials  to  England, 
He  is  vice-chairman  of  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia chapter  of  the  William  Allen  White 
Committee  to  Defend  America  by  Aiding 
the  Allies, 


Sign  Football  Star 

Paramount  has  signed  to  a screen  con- 
tract Gordon  Jones,  former  University  of 
Southern  California  football  star.  His 
first  assignment  will  be  a role  in  “Reach- 
ing for  the  Moon,”  being  directed  by 
William  Wellman, 


Chaplin  and  Farnol  Plan 
"Dictator"  Western  Bow 


To  launch  a preliminary  campaign  for 
the  western  premiere  of  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator” at  the  Carthay  Circle,  November  14, 
Charles  Chaplin  and  Lynn  Famol,  United 
Artists  exploiteer,  have  arrived  from  New 
York,  where  Chaplin  attended  the  picture’s 
world  debut.  Plans  are  to  scale  the  Car- 
thay Circle  opening  as  a miniature  “world” 
premiere.  Following  Chaplin  and  Farnol 
here  some  time  next  week  will  be  Murray 
Silverstone,  UA  chieftain,  who  is  scheduled 
for  huddles  with  various  UA  producers  on 
forthcoming  production  plans. 

Harry  M.  Warner,  president  of  Warner 
Bros.,  is  back  at  the  Burbank  studio  after 
a six-week  business  trip  to  New  York. 
En  route  to  the  coast  he  stopped  off  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  for  conferences  with 
state  department  officials. 

Following  a flying  trip  to  the  Chicago 
premiere  of  C.  B.  DeMille’s  “North  West 
Mounted  Police,”  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  Paramount’s  studio 
operations,  planed  in  to  resume  his  duties 
at  the  Marathon  Street  plant. 

Also  in  from  the  east  is  Franklyn  War- 
ner, president  of  Fine  Arts  Pictures,  after 
a lengthy  stay  in  New  York  discussing  his 
future  production  plans  with  eastern  exec- 
utives. 

Another  arrival  from  New  York  was 
Harry  Cohn,  president  of  Columbia,  who 
conferred  in  the  east  on  forthcoming  pro- 
duction plans  with  Jack  Cohn,  vice-presi- 
dent, and  other  company  officials. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M’s  general 
sales  manager,  has  returned  to  his  New 
York  headquarters  after  spending  ten 
days  at  the  Culver  City  studio  conferring 
on  release  plans  for  the  next  three-month 
period. 

Also  heading  east  was  Cliff  Work,  Uni- 
versal’s production  chieftain,  who  is  hud- 
dling with  President  Nate  Blumberg  and 
other  homeoffice  executives  concerning 
picture-making  plans  for  the  next  few 
months. 


Sol  Dolgin,  manager  of  commercial  tie- 
ups  for  Warner,  has  returned  to  the  studio 
after  a five-week  business  trip  to  New 
York  . . . Clark  Gable  and  Producer  E.  J. 
Mannix  have  left  on  a week’s  hunting  trip 
around  Napa  in  Northern  California  . . . 
Business  called  Edward  Chodorov,  M-G-M 
writer,  to  Gotham  for  a ten-day  stay. 

★ 

Director  Henry  King  has  planed  out  on 
a two-month  trip  with  stopovers  sched- 
uled in  key  spots.  It  is  an  annual  affair 
in  which  King  makes  a checkup  on  audi- 
ence preferences  throughout  the  country 
. . . More  than  300  members  of  Hew  York’s 
Lambs  Club  attended  the  Lambs  Night 
dinner  held  by  the  Masquers.  Speakers 
included  Dr.  A.  H.  Giannini.  Senator  Claude 
Pepper.  Edward  G.  Robinson,  Edgar  Ber- 
gen, Robert  Armstrong , Irvin  S.  Cobb, 
Frank  Craven,  Weber  and  Fields,  William 
Farnum  and  others.  William  Collier  sr. 

was  the  toastmaster. 

* 

Henry  MacRae  will  be  honored  at  a 
barbecue  November  2 at  Leo  Carrillo’s 
Santa  Monica  ranch  upon  the  29th  anni- 
versary of  his  association  with  Universal. 


Dramatic  Efforts  in 
Current  Film  Lead 


straight  dramatic  efforts,  varying  as  to 
subject  matter,  hold  the  dominant  place 
on  major  studio  schedules  for  the  current 
month  and  in  December,  with  films  of  this 
type  accounting  for  11  of  the  32  pictures 
annoimced  for  production  during  the  per- 
iod. In  number  two  position,  just  behind 
the  leader,  is  the  musical  comedy,  of  which 
ten  have  been  announced.  Straight  come- 
dies and  westerns  follow  in  that  order. 

In  the  dramatic  category,  M-G-M  lists 
“Cause  for  Alarm,”  “Men  of  Boys  Town” 
and  “Blossoms  in  the  Dust.”  Twentieth 
Century-Fox  will  film  “Uncensored”  and 
“Breach  of  Discipline.”  Warner  has  sched- 
uled “The  Sea  Wolf”  and  “Fiesta  in  Man- 
hattan.” Universal  plans  “The  Black  Cat,” 
Columbia  will  start  “Dark  Is  the  Night,” 
Paramount  has  announced  “New  York 
Town”  and  RKO  Radio  will  film  “Para- 
chute Squadron.” 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  leads  the  field 
in  the  musical  comedy  division  with  “Stand 
Up  and  Cheer,”  “Sun  Valley,”  “The  Road 
to  Rio”  and  “The  Great  American  Broad- 
cast.” Paramount  plans  “The  Road  to  Zan- 
zibar,” “Las  Vegas  Nights”  and  “Balle- 
rina.” Universal  is  down  for  two,  “Nice 
Girl”  and  “Six  Lessons  From  Madame 
LaZonga.”  RKO  Radio  will  launch  “They 
Met  in  Argentina.” 

As  to  comedies,  20th  Century-Fox  ac- 
counts for  a pair,  “Tall,  Dark  and  Hand- 
some” and  “The  Man  With  the  Shovel.” 
Paramount  contributes  “Skylark”  and 
“There’s  Always  Juliet.”  Warner  will  gun 
“Tugboat  Annie  in  Drydock”  and,  for 
United  Artists,  Ernst  Lubitsch  will  roll 
“That  Uncertain  Feeling.” 

Westerns  will  include  M-G-M’s  “The 
Bad  Man,”  Republic’s  “Robin  Hood  of  the 
Pecos,”  20th  Century-Fox’s  “Ride  On,  Va- 
quero,”  Warner’s  “Bad  Men  of  Missouri” 
and  Harry  Sherman’s  “Pirates  of  the 
Plains,”  to  be  made  for  Paramount  re- 
lease. 


Guests  will  include  the  cast  of  MacRae’s 
current  serial,  Dick  Foran,  Carrillo,  Buck 
Jones  and  Charles  Bickford. 

★ 

Robert  Z.  Leonard,  who  has  rented 
apartments  during  his  entire  30  years  in 
Hollywood,  will  celebrate  the  release  of 
his  newest  M-G-M  feature  by  purchasing 
a home  in  Brentwood. 

* 

Miklos  Rozsa,  who  composed  the  mu- 
sical score  for  Alexander  Korda’s  “The 
Thief  of  Bagdad,”  has  been  awarded  an 
honorary  doctor’s  degree  by  the  New  York 
College  of  Music. 

* 

Director  Rouben  Mamoulian  is  back  in 
town  after  a quick  trip  to  New  York  on 
business. 

* 

Elsa  Lanchester  (Mrs.  Charles  Laugh- 
ton) has  returned  from  a New  York  trip. 
Her  husband  is  back  in  town,  too,  after  a 
lengthy  personal  appearance  junket. 

★ 

Van  Nest  Polglase,  head  of  RKO  Radio’s 
art  department,  has  left  for  New  York  for 
a month  to  catch  the  new  shows. 
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WITH  characteristic  gusto  and  lack 
of  vision,  Hollywood’s  public  rela- 
tions geniuses  are  running  a good 
thing  into  the  ground. 

Studio  blurb  chiefs  having  sunk  their 
teeth  into  the  out-of-the-city  premiere 
idea  and  having  tasted  of  the  precedental 
publicity  and  financial  dividends  which 
were  paid  by  the  better  and  more  justi- 
fied of  such  junkets,  are  overplaying  the 
stunt  deplorably. 

They  are  going  to  ridiculous  lengths  to 
uncover  remote  reasons  for  debuting  pic- 
tures, often  those  of  most  ordinary  cali- 
bre, in  distant  locales  and  to  the  accom- 
paniment of  alleged  lavish  fanfare. 

The  current  trend  was  initiated  when 
Warner’s  Charles  Einfeld  had  the  middle 
west  agog  with  the  premiere  of  “Dodge 
City’’  in  the  community  of  that  name. 
There  was  legitimate  reason  behind  the 
endeavor  and  the  news  column  space  which 
it  commanded  whetted  the  avid  appetites 
of  competing  orchid-cultivators.  Compar- 
ably justified  were  the  introductions  of 
Sam  Goldwyn’s  “The  Westerner”  in  Fort 
Worth,  Warner’s  “Virginia  City”  in  Reno, 
“Knute  Rockne — Ali  American”  in  South 
Bend,  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  in  Regina,  Saskatchewan, 
and  several  others.  And  on  the  future 
docket  appear  several  the  logic  of  which 
is  obvious,  for  example:  Columbia’s  “Ari- 
zona” at  Tucson:  and  Warner’s  “Santa 
Fe  Trail”  at  the  New  Mexico  capitol. 

But  the  praisers  are  going  too  far  afield 
when: 

Universal  world-premieres  “Seven  Sin- 
ners,” starring  Marlene  Dietrich,  in  New 
Orleans  because  the  next  picture  the  Teu- 
tonic star  is  to  make  for  the  company 
has  a New  Orleans  locale. 

The  same  studio’s  “Moonlight  in  the 
Tropics”  makes  its  bow  in  Paterson,  N.  J., 
for  no  better  reason  than  the  fact  that 
Lou  Costello,  a radio  comedian  and  a 
member  of  the  film  cast,  was  born  there. 

RKO  Radio  selects  Spokane,  Wash.,  for 
the  premiere  of  Let’s  Make  Music”  be- 
cause Bob  Crosby,  who  stars,  came  into 
the  world  in  that  community. 

Republic  attempts  a “world  premiere”  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  for  “Who  Killed  Aunt  Mag- 
gie?” because  Medora  Field,  who  wrote  the 
novel  from  which  the  film  was  made, 
happens  to  live  there. 


The  foregoing  are  just  a few  of  the  of- 
fenders. 

Unless  a bit  of  common  sense  and  con- 
servation are  applied,  the  public  and  press 
are  sure  to  lose  all  interest  in  the  pre- 
miere-junket idea  and  the  praisers  again 
will  awaken  too  late  to  a realization  that 
they  have  killed  another  golden-egg-lay- 
ing publicity  goose. 


Don’t- foul-your-own-nest-devartment: 

RKO  Radio  stages  a preview  at  the 
Studio  Theatre,  which  is  practically  across 
the  street  from  Republic  Studio,  while  Re- 
public takes  one  of  its  offerings  to  faraway 
Beverly  Hills  for  the  press  showing. 

Gossip  column  reports  that  Henry  Blanke 
spends  his  spare  time  throwing  boomerangs 
around  his  ranch.  Many  producers  have  the 
same  hobby  but  limit  its  indulgence  to  their 
respective  studios. 

A brochure  distributed  by  the  Mills 
Novelty  Co.  at  the  New  York  preview  of 
its  jute  boxes  and  16mm  “Soundies”  was 
elaborately  illustrated  with  stills  taken  at 
the  Hollywood  premiere  of  the  dime-in- 
the-slot  device.  One  of  the  photos  is  cap- 
tioned, “Two  great  producers — Jimmy 
Roosevelt  and  Cecil  B.  DeMille.” 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  he  has  yet  to 
produce  his  first  foot  of  film,  it  was 
probably  proper  that  Roosevelt  should 
come  first.  The  Modest  Mills. 

Came  Tuesday  morning  and  it  wasn’t 
necessary  for  assistant  directors  to  yell 
‘‘Quiet,  please!”  One  could  have  heard  the 


proverbial  pin  drop  on  every  studio  set 
while  all  ears  were  glued  to  radios  lis- 
tening to  the  gigantic  draft  lottery  being 
conducted  in  Washington. 


Under  the  management  of  quiet  and  ef- 
ficient Jock  Lawrence  the  public  relations 
department  of  the  local  Hays  office  is  at- 
tempting— for  the  first  time — to  function 
along  the  lines  indicated  by  its  depart- 
mental designation. 

It  seems  fairly  reasonable  to  assume 
that  the  public  relations  branch  of  a pro- 
ducers’ organization  should  consider  its 
most  important  province  the  distribution 
of  information  designed  to  improve  the 
general  public  opinion  of  Hollywood,  its 
product  and  its  people.  Heretofore,  how- 
ever, the  department  apparently  limited  its 
activities  to  serving  as  a clearing  house 
for  the  problems  and  plans  of  individual 
studio  publicity  organizations. 

Lawrence’s  first  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion was  the  issuance  of  copies  of  a letter 
sent  by  Y.  Prank  Freeman,  association 
president,  to  Kenneth  Thomson,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  in 
which  were  enclosed  facts  and  figures  ob- 
tained from  the  various  studios  listing  the 
number  of  so-called  “refugees”  on  their 
payrolls  as  of  August  31,  1940.  The  break- 
down given  Thomson  and  publicized  by 
Lawrence  was  made  to  clarify  widespread 
misunderstanding  and  misinterpretation  of 
the  facts,  which  had  led  many — both  with- 
in and  without  the  industry — to  believe 
that  American  actors  and  technicians  were 
being  displaced  by  “refugees.”  Freeman’s 
probe  disclosed,  however,  that  of  19,511 
employes  only  18  could  be  classed  in  this 
category. 

Jock  finds  a considerably  tougher  nut  to 
crack  in  the  current  gossip  about  L’affaire 
Litvak,  which  effluvious  morsel  the  scan- 
dalmongers are  spreading  through  the 
country  like  a plague.  It  is  such  lurid 
yarns — and  this  one  undoubtedly  has  been 
greatly  and  maliciously  exaggerated,  if  not 
entirely  fabricated — which  are  reminiscent 
of  the  early-day,  give-a-dog-a-bad-name 
scandals  from  which  the  industry  has 
never  fully  recovered. 

When  Lawrence’s  organization  succeeds 
in  controlling  or,  at  least,  limiting  the 
spread  of  such  insidious  and  dangerous 
dirt,  it  will  be  a public  relations  depart- 
ment in  its  most  effective  state. 


Sinners,  Slapstick  and  Sagebrush 


It  may  have  been  pre-election  interest 
and  attention  to  the  draft  drawings  which 
caused  quality  of  previewed  celluloid  to 
take  a sharp  drop  when  compared  to  the 
high  standards  maintained  during  the  sev- 
eral preceding  weeks.  Only  one  of  six 
features  commanded  more  than  perfunc- 
tory notice  from  Hollywood’s  reviewing 
hordes.  ’That  one.  Universal’s  “Seven  Sin- 
ners,” transcended  the  general  apathy  be- 
cause of  its  cast,  staff  and  budget  rather 
than  through  its  contribution  to  the  field 
of  film  entertainment. 

Story  inconsistencies  don’t  stop  Marlene 
Dietrich  from  exuding  sex  in  quantities  to 
make  the  male  customers  gasp,  or  from 
parading  her  charms  in  clothes  that  will 
stimulate  comparable  emotions  in  femin- 
ine patrons.  The  plot  devised  by  John  Mee- 
han and  Harry  Tugend  from  an  original 
by  Ladislas  Fodor  and  Laslo  Vadnai  has 
an  East  Indies  background  and  is  studded 
with  as  many  loopholes  as  there  are  is- 


lands in  that  locale — and  they’re  plentiful. 
It  hits  its  best  pace  in  the  action  sequences, 
particularly  in  one  free-for-all  battle  royal, 
and  limps  sadly  in  its  comedy  attempts. 
However,  the  exotic  tropical  setting  was 
brought  to  the  screen  opulently  by  Pro- 
ducer Joe  Pasternak  and  Tay  Garnett’s  di- 
rection overcomes  many  story  weaknesses. 

Judged  solely  from  a perspective  of 
merit,  Columbia’s  “Blondie  Plays  Cupid” 
is  probably  as  good  a selection  as  any 
other  for  the  week’s  best.  It  is  beginning 
to  look  as  though  this  series,  relating  the 
adventures  of  the  Bumstead  clan,  will  go 
on  forever,  for  in  this  latest  episode  the 
laughs  come  thick  and  fast  and  Producer 
Robert  Sparks  shaped  it  cunningly  to  the 
same  formula  which  has  established  the 
“Blondie”  pictures  as  popular  and  profit- 
able program  fare.  The  screenplay  by 
Karen  De  Wolf  and  Richard  Flournoy, 
from  an  original  by  Miss  De  Wolf  and 
Charles  M.  Brown,  ladles  out  the  hokum 


with  a liberal  hand  and  Frank  R.  Strayer’s 
direction  blends  comedy  and  a dash  of 
heart-interest  to  good  effect. 

Another  which  slid  by  without  too  much 
adverse  reaction  was  Republic’s  “Who 
Killed  Aunt  Maggie?” — a murder  mystery 
of  the  clutching-hand,  haunted-house  va- 
riety that  contains  plenty  of  fun  for  all  but 
the  most  discriminating  fans.  Chills  and 
laughs  vie  for  dominance  in  the  script  by 
Stuart  Palmer,  who  worked  from  a novel 
by  Medora  Field:  and  Albert  J.  Cohen, 
making  his  debut  as  an  associate  producer, 
instilled  substantial  production  elements. 
Arthur  Lubin,  given  a cast  of  veteran 
players  to  work  with,  turned  in  an  able 
directorial  job. 

* * ♦ 

The  inevitable  westerns  were  normally 
plentiful  and  abnormally  geographical, 

(Continued  on  page  27) 
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Hoi  lyw  ood — 

— Pe  rsonnelities 


BarnstoTmers 

Metro 

JEANKTTK  MaoDONAU)  to  open  winter  con- 
cert tour  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Noveml>er  11. 

RKO  Radio 

('HAKLES  EAVGHTON  returns  from  p.  a.  tour 
in  conjunction  with  showings  of  “They  Knew 
What  Tliey  Wanted.”  Ilis  itinerary  covered  28 
theatres  in  20  days,  winding  up  in  Seattle. 

OUSON  AVELLES  planes  out  for  Lincoln,  Neb., 
to  begin  a lecture  tour. 

EEON  ERROL  made  a personal  appearance  at 
the  Golden  Gate  Theatre  in  San  Francisco  in 
conjunction  with  the  opening  of  his  latest  film, 
“Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West.” 

Republic 

SMILEY  Bl'RXETTE  set  for  a two-week  per- 
sonal appearance  tour  through  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire. 

20th  Century-Fox 

liETTY  GRABI.E  opens  t\vo-week  p.  a.  engage- 
ment at  the  Chicago  Theatre  in  Chicago. 

Universal 

BRODERICK  CRAWFORD,  ANDY  DEVINE  and 
MISCHA  ALER  planed  to  San  Francisco  Novem- 
ber 2 to  appear  on  a refugee  benefit  show. 

G1A)RIA  JEAN  opens  p.  a.  tour  in  Chicago, 
thence  to  Buffalo,  Providence  and  other  key 
cities  in  conjunction  with  bookings  of  her  latest 
starrer,  “A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven.” 

Warner  Bros. 

PRISCILLA  LANE  to  topline  stage  show  at 
the  Strand  Theatre  in  New  York,  opening  No- 
vember 8 in  connection  with  showings  of  “Tug- 
boat Annie  Sails  Again.” 

MARJORIE  RAMBEAU  checks  out  for  New 
York  to  open  a p.  a.  engagement  at  the  Strand 
Theatre  in  connection  with  showings  of  “Tug- 
boat Annie  Sails  Again.” 

Blur her s 

Metro 

BILL  LYON  returns  to  his  desk  in  the  inter- 
national publicity  department  following  recupera- 
tion from  injuries  received  in  an  auto  crash  near 
Lordsburg,  New’  Mexico,  some  time  ago. 

20th  Century-Fox 

HENRY  ROGERS  checks  out  for  New  York, 
accompanying  Miriam  Hopkins,  one  of  his  clients, 
on  business. 

United  Artists 

GEORGE  GOMPERTS,  of  the  pre-selling  depart- 
ment. to  head  for  Denver  to  handle  the  opening 
of  Charles  Chaplin’s  “The  Great  Dictator”  there 
November  5. 

BLAKE  McVEIGH  appointed  by  Monroe  Green- 
thal,  Dnited  Artists  exploitation  director,  to  han- 
dle the  Los  Angeles  engagement  of  Charles  Chap- 
lin’s “The  Great  Dictator.”  Picture  opens  at  the 
Carthay  Circle  Theatre,  November  14. 

Clefiers 

Loew-Lewin 

EOI  IS  GREENBERG  writing  musical  score  for 
“Flotsam.” 

Metro 

HFIRBERT  STOTHART  to  direct  musical  score 
for  “Men  of  Boys  Tow’n.” 

EARL  BRENT  composes  a special  number, 
“Bargain  Day,”  to  be  featured  in  “Go  West.” 

Paramount 

PHILIP  BOUTEI>JE,  musical  advisor,  recording 
“Strawberry  Lane.”  a novelty  number,  for 
“You’re  the  One,”  the  Ronnie  Baker-Orrin  Tucker 
musical. 

JI'LIE  STYNE  doing  vocal  arrangements  for 
“Yogi  Who  Lost  His  Will  Power,”  a tune  for 
“You’re  the  One.” 

EDDIE  PALL  to  score  “The  Wayward  Angel,” 
Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  starrer,  w’hich  Boris  Mor- 
ros  will  produce. 

RKO  Radio 

ROY  AVEBB  scoring  “You’ll  Find  Out,”  using 
a 40-piece  orchestra. 

Warner  Bros. 

AA’ALTER  G.  S.\MUELS  composing  score  for 
“Alice  in  Movieland.”  two-reel  Technicolor  mu- 
sical. It  wdll  be  the  first  short  subject  ever 


to  feature  music  continuously  throughout. 

HEINZ  ROEMHELD  to  write  and  score  back- 
ground music  for  “The  Lady  With  Red  Hair.” 

HENRY  Bl’SSE  and  orchestra  signed  to  star 
in  a Melody  Master  one-reeler  which  Jean  Negu- 
lesco  w'ill  direct. 

ADOLPH  DEUTSCH  writing  and  scoring  back- 
ground music  for  “High  Sierra.” 

MAX  STEINER  writing  musical  score  for 
“Santa  Fe  Trail.” 

FREDERICK  HOLLANDER  to  write  and  score 
musical  background  for  “South  of  Suez.” 

Loanouts 

RKO  Radio 

VICTOR  MATURE  signs  three-year  acting  con- 
tract to  appear  in  two  films  annually.  Deal  splits 
his  term  contract  wdth  Hal  Roach,  who  con- 
sented to  the  arrangement. 

Republic 

JIMMY  LYDON  borrow'ed  from  RKO  Radio  for 
title  role  in  “Bow’ery  Boy.”  Armand  Schaefer 
produces. 


Meggers 

Columbia 

RAEPH  COHN  named  associate  producer  on 
“Dark  Is  the  Night.” 

ROBP]RT  FLOREY'  to  pilot  “The  Face  Behind 
the  Mask,”  starring  Peter  Lorre,  with  Wallace 
MacDonald  producing. 

Metro 

Richard  Thoria*  to  “Bad  Man.”  starring  AVal- 
lace  Beery,  which  J.  Walter  Ruben  W’ill  produce. 

NORMAN  TAI^ROG  to  "Men  of  Boys  Town,” 
sequel  to  “Boys  Town.”  with  Spencer  Tracy  and 
Mickey  Rooney  co-starring.  John  W.  Considine 
jr.  will  produce. 

JACK  CONAA’AY  to  “Mr.  Co-Ed,”  co-starring 
William  Pow’ell  and  Myrna  Loy.  Sam  Zimbalist 
will  produce  from  an  original  story  by  Kenneth 
Earl.  M.  M.  Musselman  and  Curtis  Kenyon. 

EDAA’ARD  CAHN  piloting  “Too  Many  Sisters,” 
an  Our  Gang  short, 

AATUj  JASON  to  an  untitled  Pete  Smith  Spe- 
cialty W’hich  W’ill  feature  Prudence  Penny,  noted 
home  economics  expert.  A Smith  short  made 
last  year,  starring  Miss  Penny,  was  given  a si>e- 
cial  Academy  aw’ard. 

RKO  Radio 

CHARGES  ROBERTS  piloting  an  untitled  two- 
reel  comedy  starring  Edgar  Kennedy.  Lou  Brock 
is  producing. 

LES  (iOODAVINS  to  “They  Met  in  Argentina” 
for  Producer  Lou  Brock. 

Stephens-Lang 

ERLE  C.  KENTON  to  “Prodigy.”  starring  Jean 
Hersholt.  RKO  Radio  will  release. 

20th  Century-Fox 

NORMAN  FOSTER  to  “Uncensored,”  Sol  Wurt- 
zel  production  starring  George  Sanders. 

RAY  McCAREY  to  “Invitation  to  Murder,” 
from  a script  by  John  Larkin.  Walter  Morosco 
and  Ralph  Dietrich  w’ill  co-produce. 

United  Productions 

LEAATS  MILESTONE  to  “Train  to  Venice,”  Ron- 
ald Colman  starrer,  w’hich  William  Hawks  will 
produce  for  RKO  Radio  release.  Story  is  an 
original  by  Jules  Varneuil  and  Georges  Buir,  with 
John  Van  Druten  scripting  for  a December  15 
start. 

Universal 

ARTHl'R  LFBIN  piloting  "WTiere  Did  You  Get 
That  Girl?”  with  Helen  Parrish  and  Charles 
Lang  in  the  toplines  and  Joseph  G.  Sanford  pro- 
ducing. 

Warner  Bros. 

R.YOIX  WALSH  to  "Bad  Men  of  Missouri,”  to 
feature  Humphrey  Bogart,  Edward  G.  Robin- 
son. John  Garfield,  George  Brent  and  Brenda 
Marshall.  Allen  Kivkin  is  scripting  from  Robert 
Buckner’s  original. 

I).  ROSS  LEDER.ALAN  to  "Father  and  Son.” 
.\RT  LFKER  has  been  set  as  his  assistant. 


Options 

Alexander  Korda 

BINNIE  BARNES  set  for  supporting  role  in 
“New  Wine,”  to  star  Ilona  Massey,  for  United 


Artists  release.  Production  starts  in  December 
with  Dr.  William  Sekely  as  Korda’s  associate. 

Ernst  Lubitsch 

OLIA'E  BLAKNEY',  London  stage  actress,  signed 
for  second  feminine  lead  in  “That  LTncertain  Feel- 
ing,” starring  Merle  Oberon  and  for  United  Art- 
ists release. 

Metro 

ARTHl’R  ROSENSTEIN,  vocal  coach,  given 
new  long-term  pact. 

\VAI..TER  CATLETT  signed  for  important  role 
in  “Wild  Man  of  Borneo.”  the  Frank  Morgan 
comedy. 

EDWARD  EVERETT  HORTON  draws  a top- 
line in  “Ziegfeld  Girl.” 

GENE  LOCKHART  signed  for  a featured  role 
in  “Keeping  Company.” 

CHARLES  WINNINGER  handed  three-year  act- 
ing ticket. 

WILLIAM  Ml'RPHY  JR.,  former  boxing  ref- 
eree and  foreman  of  New  York’s  Saratoga  race- 
track. given  term  acting  pact. 

Monogram 

MANT.VN  MOREL.\NI),  Negro  comedian,  draws 
new  one-year  ticket  to  appear  in  six  pictures. 

Paramount 

GORDON  JONES,  former  L^niversity  of  South- 
ern California  football  star,  joins  cast  of  “Reach- 
ing for  the  Sun.” 

JANET  BEECHER  signed  for  a featured  role 
in  “Lady  Eve,”  co-starring  Henry  Fonda  and  Bar- 
bara Stanw^yck. 

FRANCES  GIFFORD  given  term  acting  con- 
tract. effective  w’hen  she  has  completed  her  role 
in  Walt  Disney’s  “The  Reluctant  Dragon.” 

Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

HENRY  ARMF]TT.\  signs  four-picture  deal  to 
star  in  a group  of  pictures  which  Ted  Richmond 
wdll  produce.  First.  “It  Happened  to  Me,”  rolls 
November  14  at  Talisman. 

RKO  Radio 

JAMES  CRAIG,  featured  player,  signs  term 
deal. 

CHARLES  OUIGLKY,  stock  player,  held  for 
another  term. 

ZASU  PITTS  signed  to  a one-picture  acting 
deal.  She  recently  completed  a role  in  “No,  No, 
Nanette”  for  the  studio. 

Republic 

VEDA  ANN  BORG  draws  a topline  in  “A  Flag- 
pole Needs  a Flag.” 

Richard  Rowland 

WILIA.\M  r.VRNU.M  and  KNOX  'M.ANNING, 

latter  a radio  new^s  commentator,  draw  featured 
roles  in  “Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop.” 

20th  Century-Fox 

ROl  BEN  JI.V:M01  lA.VN  given  two-year  direc- 
torial contract.  He  has  just  completed  “The 
Mark  of  Zorro,”  starring  Tyrone  Power,  for  the 
studio. 

MILTON  SPERLING  handed  new  contract  as 
associate  producer.  He  has  four  vehicles  in 
preparation — the  first,  “Stand  Up  and  Cheer,” 
to  roll  in  December. 

EVELYN  ANKERS,  British  actress,  to  make 
American  film  debut  opposite  George  Sanders  in 
“Uncensored.” 

CESAR  ROMERO  given  new  acting  contract. 
His  next  assignment  is  in  “Tall,  Dark  and 
Handsome.” 

Universal 

FRANCHOT  TONE  signed  for  the  romantic 
lead  in  the  next  Deanna  Durbin  starrer,  “Nice 
Girl.” 

Warner  Bros. 

MARY  BRODELL  given  term  acting  contract 
and  a role  in  “Footsteps  in  the  Dark.” 

ALEXIS  SMITH,  model,  given  stock  acting  con- 
tract. 


Scripters 

Bud  Barsky 

KDW.YRI)  SHEA  and  DON.YLD  NEWSON  to 
“Burma  Road.” 

Columbia 

M.\RTH.\  t'HEAVENS  to  an  untitled  comedy 
for  Producer-Director  George  Stevens. 

Metro 

M.YX  HRAND  completes  original  untitled  story 
to  be  u.sed  for  the  next  in  tlie  ”Dr.  Kildare” 
series. 

GENE  FOWLER  polishing  “Dr.  Ephraim  Mc- 
Dowell,” forthcoming  Spencer  Tracy  starrer. 

JOHN  B.YLDERSTON  to  “Smilin’  Through,” 
forthcoming  Jeanette  MacDonald  starrer,  which 
Victor  Saville  will  produce, 

Lewis  Milestone 

JOHN  STEINBECK  to  ’’The  Red  Pony,”  to  fea- 
ture Lon  Chaney  jr.  Milestone  will  produce  and 
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direct  as  an  independent  venture,  with  major  re- 
lease  to  be  set. 

Paramount 

ALLAN  SCOTT  to  “Skylark.”  Mark  Sandrich 
will  direct. 

Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

JOSEPH  O’DONNELL  to  “Billy  the  Kid’s  Gun 
Justice.”  Sigmund  Neufeld  ■will  produce. 

RKO  Radio 

MORTON  GRANT  and  ARTHUR  V.  JONES  to 
“Along  the  Rio  Grande,”  a Tim  Holt  western. 

NORTON  S.  PARKER  to  “Straight  and  Nar- 
row,” a Tim  Holt  western,  from  his  own  original. 

JOHN  TWIST  to  “Parachute  Squadron”  for 
Producer  Howard  Benedict. 

BEN  CHAPMAN  and  LARRY  RHINE  to  “Hang 
Out  the  Moon”  for  Producer  Frederic  Ullman  jr. 

PAUL  GERARD  SMITH  injecting  gags  into 
“Show  Business.”  Howard  Benedict  is  the  pro- 
ducer. 

JANE  HALL  completes  work  on  “How  to  Meet 
a Man”  for  the  Gene  Towne-Graham  Baker  unit. 

Republic 

KARL  BROWN  to  “Mr.  District  Attorney,” 
from  the  radio  serial. 

DOKIS  SCHROEDER  to  “Desert  Bandit,”  a 
Don  Barry  sagebrusher. 

20th  Century-Fox 

VICTOR  HEERMAN  and  SARAH  Y.  MASON 
to  “The  Light  of  Heart,”  from  a play  by  Emlyn 
Williams. 

LE.STER  ZIFFREN  to  “Charlie  Chan  in  Rio.” 

CHARLES  BENNETT  to  “Accent  on  Love,” 
from  a story  by  Paul  Hervey  Fox.  Harry  Joe 
Brown  is  the  producer. 

Universal 

SCOTT  DARLING  and  ERNA  LAZARUS  to 
“Six  Lessons  from  Madame  La  Zonga.”  Joseph 
G.  Sanford  is  the  producer. 

ADELE  COMANDINI  to  an  untitled  story  for 
production  by  Joe  Pasternak. 

Warner  Bros. 

LEONARD  HOFFMAN  and  JACK  LUCAS  to 
“Frontier  Doctor,”  from  an  original  by  Urling 
C.  Coe. 

CHARLES  KENYON  to  “The  Good  Die  Poor,” 
from  a novel  by  Chester  W.  Clune. 

NORMAN  REILLY  KAINE  to  “Gambling  Lady,” 
from  an  original  by  Doris  Malloy. 

JERRY  WALI>  and  RICHARD  MACAULAY  to 
“Gentle  People,”  from  the  play  by  Irwin  Shaw. 

JERRY  WALD  and  RICHARD  MACAULAY 
complete  “Miss  Wheelwright  Discovers  America.” 

KEN  GAMET  to  “Give  Me  Liberty,”  from  Les- 
lie T.  White’s  original. 


Story  Buys 

Columbia 

“Pack  Up  Your  Troubles,”  by  Carleton  Brown 
and  Taylor  Caven. 

Metro 

“The  Vanishing  Virginian,”  by  Rebecca  Yancey 
Williams. 

Paramount 

“You  Go  Your  Way,”  comedy-drama  by  Katha- 
rine Brush.  Edward  H.  Griffith  will  produce  and 
direct. 

"For  Whom  the  Bells  Toll,”  Ernest  Heming- 
way novel  with  a Spanish  civil  war  locale. 
Purchase  price  is  reported  to  be  in  excess  of 
$100,000. 

20th  Century-Fox 

“The  Bucharest  Ballerina  Murder,”  a detective 
story  by  F.  Van  Wyck  Mason. 

“Swamp  Water,”  a novel  by  Vereen  Bell. 


Technically 

Ernst  Lubitsch 

fTOHN  SHERWOOD  signed  as  production  as- 
sistant on  “That  Uncertain  Feeling.” 

Metro 

HAROLD  MARZORATI  photographing  special 
exterior  sequences  for  “Wild  Men  of  Borneo.” 

DIRECTOR  RICHARD  THORPE,  CLYDE  DE 
VINNA,  cameraman;  JOHN  DETLIE,  unit  art 
director,  and  ART  SMITH,  production  manager, 
check  out  for  Tucson  to  line  up  location  sites  for 
“Bad  Man.”  next  Wallace  Beery  starrer. 

JOE  RUTTENBERG  to  photograph  “Ziegfeld 
Girl.” 

HAROLD  ROSSON  to  photograph  “Men  of  Boys 
Town.” 

BILL  RYAN  named  assistant  director  on  “Bad 
Man,”  starring  Wallace  Beery,  with  Richard 
Thorpe  directing. 

GILE  STEELE  designing  men’s  wardrobes  for 
“Ziegfeld  Girl.”  ADRIAN  is  doing  special  cos- 
tumes for  the  feminine  stars. 

CHARLES  O’MALLEY  supervising  production 
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since  each  of  the  pair  resorted  to  a sage- 
brush community  for  its  title. 

Paramount  has  the  genuine  article  in 
“Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again,”  action- 
freighted  fare  'which  has  what  it  takes  to 
register  at  the  boxoffice  among  western 
fans  and  the  general  run  of  patrons  alike. 
In  their  original  screenplay,  William  R. 
Lipman  and  Horace  McCoy  present  the 
hard-riding,  straight-shooting  rangers  as 
streamlined,  up-to-the-minute  man  hunt- 
ers who  tag  the  crooks  via  short-wave 
radio — adding  a breath  of  novelty  to  the 
proceedings.  James  Hogan  pointed  up  the 
action  and  comedy  in  his  direction. 

Worthy  western  entertainment,  also,  is 
RKO  Radio’s  “The  Fargo  Kid” — albeit 
budgeted  more  modestly  than  the  Para- 
mount entry.  Vastly  superior  in  story 
values  to  the  initial  Tim  Holt  starrer,  it 
is  the  kind  of  stuff  that  will  keep  juven- 
ile bang-bang  addicts  on  the  edge  of  their 
seats.  Script  by  Morton  Grant  and  Arthur 
V.  Jones,  from  W.  C.  Tuttle’s  original, 
plays  the  romance  way  down  where  the 
kids  want  it;  and  Bert  Gilroy’s  production, 
particularly  as  concerns  photographic 
backgrounds,  are  of  the  best.  Edward  Kil- 
ly directed. 

^ at 

Meowing  along  at  the  rear  of  the  pack 
was  Universal’s  “Meet  the  Wildcat,”  of 
which  it  may  be  said  the  customers  will 
not  be  disappointed  if  they  never  secure 
an  introduction  to  that  feline  quadruped. 
Purportedly  a comedy-mystery,  the  film 
is  hopelessly  handicapped  from  scratch  by 
Alex  Gottlieb’s  frail  screenplay — and  the 
biggest  mystery  of  all  is  why  a potentially 
effective  cast  should  have  been  wasted  on 
such  impotent  material.  Arthur  Lubin’s 
direction  does  little  to  save  the  situation. 
Joseph  G.  Sanford  produced. 


of  crowd  scenes  for  “Comrade  X.” 

Monogram 

GLENN  COOK  named  assistant  director  on  the 
Frankie  Darro  starrer,  “You’re  Out  of  Luck.” 

Paramount 

DAN  KEEFE  named  unit  business  manager  on 
“The  Road  to  Zanzibar.” 

MTLLTAM  PEREIRA,  theatre  architect,  signed 
as  a unit  director,  with  settings  for  “New  York 
Town”  as  his  first  chore. 

LESLEY  8ELANDER,  who  will  direct,  and 
LEWIS  RACHMIL,  art  director,  scouting  loca- 
tions around  Flagstaff,  Ariz.,  for  the  Harry 
Sherman  productions,  “Timber  Wolves”  and  “Pi- 
rates on  Horseback.” 

DAN  KEEFE  named  unit  manager  on  “The 
Road  to  Zanzibar.” 

TANYA  TUTTLE  signed  as  technical  director  on 
ballet  sequences  in  “Ballerina.”  She  is  wife  of 
Director  Frank  Tuttle. 

RKO  Radio 

WILLIAM  CAMERON  MENZIES  named  art  di- 
rector on  “The  Devil  and  Miss  Jones,”  to  be 
made  by  the  Frank  Ross-Norman  Krasna  unit 
with  Jean  Arthur  starring  and  Sam  Wood  as 
the  director. 

Universal 

WILLIAM  DANIELS  lensing  “Back  Street.” 

Warner  Bros. 

TONY  GAUDIO  to  lens  “Women  of  the  World.” 

FRANK  FOX  boosted  from  script  clerk  to  dia- 
logue director,  with  “The  Case  of  the  Black 
Parrot”  as  his  first  assignment. 

THOMAS  PRATT  to  edit  “The  Case  of  the 
Black  Parrot,”  which  Noel  Smith  is  directing. 

FRANK  MAGEE  to  edit  “Father  and  Son,” 
which  D.  Ross  Lederman  is  directing. 

RALPH  DAWSON  to  edit  “Women  of  the 
World.”  Edmund  Goulding  directs  with  Bette 
Davis  and  George  Brent  co-starring. 

AL  ALLEBORN  named  unit  manager  on 


Slating  November  for 
Lavish  Premieres 


As  if  a presidential  election.  Armistice 
Day  and  Thanksgiving  were  not  enough  to 
hold  public  interest,  Hollywood’s  exploi- 
teers  are  out  to  make  November  a banner 
month  insofar  as  lavish  premieres  of  forth- 
coming pictures  are  concerned. 

Columbia  will  shoot  the  works  November 
16  on  a large-scale  debut  of  the  Wesley 
Ruggles  production,  “Arizona,”  in  Tucson. 
City  fathers  are  engaged  in  planning  a 
week-long  celebration  with  festivities  open- 
ing November  11,  and  the  set  of  Old  Tuc- 
son, constructed  for  the  picture,  is  being 
transformed  into  a bustling  frontier  town 
for  the  occasion.  William  Holden,  Jean 
Arthur,  Warren  William  and  other  players 
will  appear. 

Charles  Chaplin’s  “The  Great  Dictator” 
will  be  given  its  western  premiere  at  the 
Carthay  Circle  Theatre  on  November  14. 
Chaplin  and  Lynn  Parnol  of  United  Art- 
lists  have  come  in  from  New  York  to  set 
details  of  the  two-a-day  engagement. 

RKO  Radio  will  premiere  “Let’s  Make 
Music,”  in  which  Bob  Crosby  makes  his 
film  debut,  in  Spokane,  Wash.,  Crosby’s 
home  town,  November  23.  Crosby  and  his 
orchestra  may  also  be  booked  into  Spokane 
for  the  affair.  RKO  Radio  publicists  are 
also  arranging  for  gala  premieres  of 
“You’ll  Find  Out,”  the  Kay  Kyser  starrer, 
in  New  York  City,  Rocky  Mount,  South 
Carolina  and  San  Francisco  simultaneous- 
ly November  22.  Rocky  Mount  and  San 
Francisco  are  the  home  towns  of  Kyser 
and  Producer-Director  David  Butler  re- 
spectively. 

New  Jersey  Premiere 

Universal’s  “Moonlight  in  the  Tropics” 
was  world-premiered  in  Paterson,  N.  J., 
October  30,  with  proceeds  donated  to  St. 
Anthony’s  church  there.  Paterson  is  the 
home  town  of  Lou  Costello,  radio  comic, 
who  makes  his  screen  debut  in  the  film 
with  his  partner.  Bud  Abbott. 

With  Tyrone  Power,  Annabella,  Linda 
Darnell  and  other  players  in  attendance, 
20th  Century-Fox’s  “The  Mark  of  Zorro,” 
co-starring  Power  and  Miss  Darnell,  made 
its  bow  in  Cincinnati,  November  1.  That 
city  was  selected  for  the  picture’s  debut 
because  it  is  Power’s  home  town  and  be- 
cause he  once  worked  as  an  usher  at  the 
Albee  Theatre,  where  the  premiere  was 
staged. 

The  “home-town”  angle  is  to  be  pushed 
by  20th  Century-Fox  exploiteers  in  stag- 
ing other  premiere  junkets.  Henry  Fonda 
is  scheduled  to  travel  to  Omaha,  his  birth- 
place, where  “Chad  Hanna”  will  debut. 
Don  Ameche  will  go  to  Kenosha,  Wis., 
with  “The  Road  to  Rio”  and  Randolph 
Scott  is  penciled  in  to  travel  to  his  na- 
tive state,  Virginia,  in  connection  with 
the  premiere  of  “Western  Union.” 


Adapts  "Smilin'  Through" 

John  Balderston  is  adapting  “Smilin’ 
Through,”  which  Metro  will  remake  as  a 
Jeanette  MacDonald  starrer.  Victor  Saville 
will  produce. 


“Strawberry  Blonde.” 

SOL  POLITO  to  lens  “The  Sea  Wolf.” 

JACK  SULLIVAN  named  assistant  director  on 
Women  of  the  World.” 
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Academy  lo  Consider 
A Film  Arl  Museum 


Hollywood — To  be  considered  by  the 
governors  of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Arts  and  Sciences  at  a meeting  sched- 
uled for  Nov.  14  are  detailed  plans  for  the 
establishment  of  a Museum  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Arts  and  Sciences,  which  would  be 
sponsored  by  the  Academy  in  cooperation 
with  studios,  local  chambers  of  commerce 
and  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  Film  Li- 
brary in  New  York. 

Plans  were  drafted  in  the  east  by  Walter 
Wanger,  Academy  president,  and  Donald 
Gledhill,  executive  secretary,  in  confer- 
ences with  John  Hay  Whitney  and  other 
Modern  Art  Museum  executives.  An  op- 
tion has  been  taken  on  the  entire  main 
floor  of  the  fonner  Trocadero  Cafe  on  the 
Sunset  Strip  as  the  possible  site  for  the 
museum. 

Plan  is  to  set  the  project  up  on  a com- 
paratively small  scale  at  present,  eventu- 
ally expanding  it  to  fulfill  a fimction 
similar  to  that  of  the  New  York  museum 
and  other  expositions  of  American  achieve- 
ment. Public  will  be  admitted  on  a small 
fee;  chambers  of  commerce  would  be  asked 
to  purchase  tickets  for  free  distribution  to 
convention  delegates,  distinguished  visi- 
tors, etc.  Studios  would  also  be  asked  to 
buy  tickets  for  distribution  to  employes  and 
out-of-town  visitors.  While  the  Academy 
will  contribute  maintenance  funds  at  first, 
it  is  expected  the  museum  will  eventually 
become  self-supporting,  drawing  to  an 
estimated  50,000  to  100,000  visitors  annu- 
ally. 

Exhibits  will  show  production  processes, 
research,  costumes,  personalities,  art  and 
photographic  elements  as  well  as  historical 
material  on  development  of  the  industry. 
The  display,  it  is  thought,  will  serve  as  a 
substitute  attraction  since  the  public  can- 
not be  admitted  to  the  studios  themselves. 

Traveling  exhibits  will  also  be  sent 
throughout  the  country  and  exhibits  and 
programs  will  be  interchanged  with  the 
Museum  of  Modern  Art  in  New  York. 


Monogram  Contemplates 
Additional  Renovation 

Hollywood — Having  already  spent  $25,- 
000  in  modernizing  its  new  studio  head- 
quarters, Monogram  is  contemplating 
additional  renovating  expenditures,  with 
President  W.  Ray  Johnston  planning  to 
build  new  edifices  to  house  personnel  re- 
cently transferred  from  New  York. 

Recently  completed  were  two  new  struc- 
tures, one  to  house  the  general  office,  the 
other  for  the  contract  and  accounting  de- 
partment. Other  alterations  include  con- 
struction of  a new  unit  for  the  mailing 
department,  expansion  of  landscaping  and 
new  sidewalks.  Lindsley  Parsons  has  been 
supervising  the  construction  work. 


Resumes  in  Auburn 

Seattle — Frank  Graham  resumed  opera- 
tion of  his  theatre  in  Auburn  November  1. 
For  the  past  few  years  the  house  has  been 
leased  to  Joe  Maddux. 


To  Release  "Sacramento" 

Hollywood — “Beyond  the  Sacramento,” 
second  of  the  Columbia  series  of  western 
dramas  starring  Bill  Elliott  in  the  role  of 
“Wild  Bill”  Hickok,  is  scheduled  for  re- 
lease November  14. 


Skourases  Confer  Over 
Holdings  in  Greece 


Los  Angeles — The  war  between  Greece 
and  Italy  brought  Spyros  Skouras,  presi- 
dent of  National  Theatres,  here  on  a quick 
trip  for  conferences  with  Charles  Skouras, 
Fox  West  Coast  chieftain,  regarding  their 
extensive  theatre  holdings  in  Greece.  The 
FWC  president  recently  made  a trip  to 
that  country  to  settle  the  estate  of  a de- 
ceased brother  and  consequently  is  well- 
informed  on  conditions  there. 

Spyros  Skouras  was  accompanied  here  by 
his  aide,  John  Haley,  and  remained  for 
several  days. 

PRC  Sets  Up  Offices  in 
Seattle  and  Portland 

Seattle — Sam  Nathanson,  district  sales 
manager  for  Producers  Releasing  Corp., 
announces  leases  have  been  signed  for  dis- 
tribution offices  in  Seattle  and  Portland. 

Joe  Mei’rick  has  been  appointed  man- 
ager of  the  local  branch,  while  Ollie  Wog 
will  be  in  charge  of  the  Portland  territory. 

Nathanson  said  58  features  will  be  re- 
leased by  his  company  along  with  many 
shorts. 

FWC  Rushes  Construction 
On  New  Pomona  House 

Pomona,  Cal. — Construction  has  been 
launched  by  Fox  West  Coast  on  a new 
500-seat  house  here,  to  be  called  the  State. 
It  is  being  rushed  for  a Christmas  day 
opening.  FWC  also  operates  the  Fox,  the 
California  and  the  Sunkist  in  this  com- 
munity. 


Renews  Altec  Service 

Seattle — Leroy  Johnson  has  renewed 
service  agreements  with  Altec  for  the  Jen- 
sen-Von  Herberg  theatres  of  Seattle,  in- 
cluding the  Liberty,  Bagdad  and  Venetian. 
Barclay  Ardell  negotiated  for  Altec. 
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^ILLIAM  CALDWELL,  salesman  for 
20th  Century-Fox,  has  resigned  and 
left  for  Oklahoma  City.  He  is  succeeded 
by  George  Tawson,  assistant  booker,  who 
has  been  with  the  exchange  ever  since 
they  took  over  the  distribution  of  Educa- 
tional shorts,  George  coming  from  that 
exchange.  Tawson  is  succeeded  by  How- 
ard Metzger,  head  shipper.  Ellsworth 
Hayes,  assistant  shipper,  gets  the  head 
shipper  job,  and  Albert  Anderson  is  made 
assistant  shipper. 

Larry  Morahan,  assistant  at  the  Egyp- 
tian, and  Miss  Rae  Marie  Giesler,  cashier 
at  the  Oriental,  were  married. 

“The  Dictator”  goes  into  the  Paramount 
for  its  western  premiere  November  4,  for 
one  evening  show  at  $1  a seat.  The  next 
day  it  will  open  on  roadshow  basis  at  75 
cents  for  matinee  and  $1  at  nights.  The 
film  has  been  sold  for  every  Fox  town  in 
the  territory.  George  Gomperts,  assistant 
publicity  chief  of  United  Artists  studios,  is 
here  from  Hollywood  to  do  the  publicity. 

R.  D.  Erwin  has  bought  the  Fairplay 
Theatre  at  Fairplay,  Colo.,  from  R.  A. 
Spurlock  and  added  it  to  his  string  of  loca- 
tions. Erwin  headquarters  at  Kremmling, 
Colo. 

Select  Attractions,  Inc.,  has  signed  a 10- 
year  franchise  contract  with  Premiere  ex- 


Decree  Hearings  May 
Have  ITO  Delegate 

Los  Angeles — There  is  every  indication 
an  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So. 
Calif,  and  Ariz.  delegate  will  be  on  hand 
in  New  York  November  14,  date  set  for  the 
hearing  of  protests  in  district  court  from 
independent  theatremen  concerning  adop- 
tion of  the  consent  decree  and  consequent 
windup  of  the  government’s  suit  against 
the  major  film  companies. 

That  this  action  is  planned  by  the  ITO 
was  gleaned  from  the  statement  by  Robert 
H.  Poole,  ITO  secretary,  that  a meeting  of 
the  organization’s  board  is  scheduled  for 
the  near  future — at  which  time  consent 
decree  terms  as  adopted  will  be  given  a 
thorough  scrutiny.  The  Pacific  Coast 
Conference  of  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers, with  which  the  ITO  is  affiliated,  has 
already  gone  on  record  in  strenuous  oppo- 
sition to  certain  consent  decree  clauses, 
particularly  the  “blocks  of  five”  proviso. 


"Bagdad"  Grows  Stronger 
In  Carthay  Circle  Run 

Los  Angeles — Boxoffice  reports  indicate 
Alexander  Korda’s  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad” 
is  proving  one  of  the  best  weekend  road- 
shows in  the  history  of  the  Carthay  Circle. 
Despite  the  recent  rainy  weekend,  the  take 
was  20  per  cent  above  the  opening  week- 
end, according  to  figures  tabulated  by  the 
house. 


Building  in  Tempe 

Tempe,  Ariz.  — Dwight  Harkins  has 
launched  construction  of  a new  500-seat 
theatre  here,  to  be  called  the  College. 
When  it  is  completed,  Harkins  plans  to 
dismantle  the  State,  which  he  is  operating 
at  present. 


V IE  K 


changes  here  and  Salt  Lake  City.  George 
Kerer  of  Denver,  and  Harry  Kerer  of  Salt 
Lake  City  will  go  to  Chicago  November  15 
for  a convention  of  franchise  holders.  The 
brothers  will  drop  their  present  name  of 
Premiere  Exchanges  in  favor  of  Select  At- 
tractions. The  product  has  been  sold  for 
the  year  to  a number  of  Fox  and  J.  H. 
Cooper  Enterprise  situations,  29  towns  in 
all. 

Sam  Feinstein,  who  recently  bought  the 
Zaza,  Denver,  is  spending  about  $3,500  to 
put  the  house  in  tip-top  shape,  including 
new  front,  marquee,  new  paint  job  inside 
together  with  a tile  floor,  and  will  rename 
the  spot  the  Kiva. 

C.  A.  Mulock,  manager  of  the  Palace,  is 
recuperating  from  an  operation  at  Fitz- 
simmons Army  Hospital,  and  expects  to  go 
home  in  a couple  of  weeks. 

Down  in  the  San  Luis  Valley,  in  the 
southern  part  of  Colorado,  as  well  as  other 
portions  of  the  state  and  parts  of  New 
Mexico,  politicians  are  taking  over  thea- 
tres for  the  night,  giving  a free  show,  and 
between  films  are  giving  the  audience  a 
political  talk.  It’s  making  money  for  the 
theatres  and  the  politicians  are  getting  to 
many  people  they  would  not  otherwise 
reach. 
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Reunion  in  Seattle  — 

This  unusual  picture  shows  the  first  real  gathering  in  ten  years  of  the 
Rosenberg  family.  All  are  prominent  in  show  business  with  the  exception 
of  Lillian,  who  is  married  to  Jack  Goldsmith,  Seattle  jeweler.  (Left  to  right, 
standing)  Mike,  Al,  Lou,  Jack.  (Seated)  “Pop”  and  Lillian.  Mike  and  Lou 
came  to  Seattle  from  Los  Angeles  for  a duck  hunting  session  and  the  family 
reunion.  Al,  division  manager  for  Fox-Evergreen  Theatres,  has  a private 
hunting  reserve  in  the  Northwest  so  all  got  the  limit  of  birds. 


AM  IFRAMCIKCO 


THE  conscription  drawing  was  the  big 

news  of  the  week  even  though  the  num- 
ber to  be  taken  from  this  city  is  only  132. 
Several  of  the  boys  on  the  Row  were  among 
the  first  to  be  drawn,  but  it  is  expected 
the  actual  draft  will  be  negligible.  It  was 
difficult  to  wander  along  the  Row  without 
hearing  “Has  your  number  been  pulled 
yet?”  . . . The  Grandview  Film  Co.  is 
constructing  a theatre  in  the  heart  of 
Chinatown  to  be  called  the  Grandview. 
Joseph  Sun  will  manage  the  house  which 
will  feature  Chinese  and  American  prod- 
uct . . . Al  Hanson  up  from  Los  Angeles 
to  attend  the  U.  S.  C. -Stanford  game  . . . 
The  sympathy  of  the  Row  was  extended 
this  week  to  Charlie  Peterson,  Brentwood 
exhibitor,  on  the  loss  of  his  brother  . . . 
Peters  & Lehman  will  open  their  new 
Tower,  in  Roseville,  November  9 . . . Fay 
Reeder,  manager  of  the  Senator  in  Sacra- 
mento, has  been  hospitalized  with  a touch 
of  pneumonia. 

Quite  a reception  committee  at  the  air- 
port to  meet  Jerome  Safron  and  Mike 
Newman  who  stopped  over  on  their  “Ari- 
zona” press  tour.  Posing  for  the  photog- 
raphers with  the  Columbia  execs  were  Vern 
Taylor,  Hal  Neides,  Bill  David,  George 
Nasser,  Jack  Tillman  and  Carl  Scott  . . . 
Eric  Wilson,  Blumenfeld  booker,  is  laid 
up  with  a strep  throat  . . . Doris  Edwards, 
Columbia  steno,  is  taking  the  second  half 
of  her  vacation  . . . Betty  Baker  has  moved 
from  Pacific  Premium  over  to  the  Para- 
mount office. 

All  theatres  in  this  area  are  having  suc- 
cess with  the  trailer  asking  patrons  to 
refrain  from  booing  either  of  the  presi- 
dential candidates  . . . Bob  Bernard  has 
opened  the  Quicksilver  in  Idria  and  will 
operate  on  a four-nights-a-week  basis. 
The  house  is  in  the  midst  of  the  mining 
district  . . . Producers  Releasing  Corp.  em- 
ployes here  and  in  Los  Angeles  are  start- 
ing a playdate  drive  which  will  continue 
through  December.  This  is  the  first  drive 
of  its  kind  for  this  company  and  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  office  here  is  out  to  win  the 
dough  from  the  downstaters. 

United  Artists  moves  into  their  knock- 
out quarters  this  Saturday  and  will  be 


open  for  business  at  the  new  stand  on 
Monday.  The  offices  are  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  Paramount  exchange  and  al- 
ready the  wags  are  spreadings  the  word 
to  “walk  up  a flight  and  save  ten  dol- 
lars!” . . . Bob  Crosby  and  his  orchestra 
had  a big  opening  last  Friday  at  the  Mark 
Hopkins  Hotel.  Many  a Hollywood  cele- 
brity attended  as  the  town  was  guest  to  a 
large  number  who  were  up  from  the  south 
to  root  for  their  football  team  from  South- 
ern California.  This  town  has  Rose  Bowl 
fever  since  Stanford  has  won  its  first  five 
games  and  appears  to  be  headed  for  Pasa- 
dena, January  1. 

Marty  Weiser,  Warner  exploiteer,  in 
town  on  one  of  his  regular  visits  . . . 
Frank  Vail,  Pathe  cameraman,  has  one  of 
his  knees  in  a cast  as  the  result  of  an  acci- 
dent while  shooting  some  stuff  in  Reno  . . . 
The  Embassy  is  renovating  its  “sweet” 
room.  This  room  contains  all  the  candy 
vending  machinery  housed  in  the  theatre 
and  has  been  a fine  money-maker  while 
providing  an  excellent  method  for  exploi- 
’tation  of  future  bills  . . . The  Marina  has 
contracted  for  Wonder  books  . . . Chester 
Morris  in  town  to  see  the  sights. 

Broderick  Crawford,  Mischa  Auer  and 
Andy  Devine  in  town  to  give  a benefit  for 
the  refugee  cause  . . . The  Lorin  in  Berke- 
ley is  the  first  Golden  State  house  to  in- 
stall the  new  giveaway,  “Hi-Lo”  . . . Burns 
& Allen  in  town  on  a strictly  non-profes- 
sional visit  . . . Bob  Hope  has  been  pack- 
ing ’em  in  at  the  Civic  Auditorium  on  his 
strictly  professional  visit.  It  is  about  an 
even  bet  the  public  attends  the  Auto  Show 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  Hope 
show  . . . “Knute  Rockne”  in  its  fourth 
Market  Street  week  at  the  St.  Francis. 

Booking  on  the  Row:  John  DiStacio, 
Liberty,  Sacramento;  Larry  Labrie,  Hart, 
Ferndale;  Milton  Samis,  Hester,  San  Jose; 
Bert  Kennerson,  State,  San  Jose,  and 
William  Garran,  Albany,  Albany. 


Writes  Story  for  Pasternak 

Hollywood — Adele  Comandini  is  writ- 
ing an  original  for  Producer  Joe  Pasternak 
at  Universal. 


CPENDING  a week  here  is  Budd  Rogers, 
head  of  Alliance  Films  of  New  York. 
He  is  conferring  with  Hi  Peskay  of  Ma- 
jestic Pictures,  which  has  the  Alliance  dis- 
tribution franchise  in  this  territory  . . . 
After  five  days  of  the  second  week,  War- 
ner jerked  “City  for  Conquest”  and  “I’m 
Nobody’s  Sweetheart”  out  of  the  Holly- 
wood and  Downtown  theatres,  where  they 
had  been  playing  first-run  day-date.  New 
bill,  going  in  October  29,  headlined  the 
Edward  G.  Robinson  starrer,  “A  Dispatch 
From  Reuter’s.” 

Mike  Newman,  Columbia  exploiteer,  has 
returned  to  his  headquarters  here  after 
touring  the  western  territory  with  his 
“flying  brigade,”  buildmg  up  advance  in- 
terest in  “Arizona”  . . . Bob  Long,  chief 
cheeking  supervisor  for  M-G-M,  is  in  from 
New  York  for  a short  stay  . . . Sarah 
Sachs  of  M-G-M’ s billing  department  has 
returned  from  her  vacation  spent  at 
Marietta  Hot  Springs. 

Back  in  town  is  Monogram’s  M.  J.  E. 
McCarthy,  who  went  to  Santa  Ana  on  a 
selling  trip  for  a few  days  . . . Warner  will 
hold  an  “open  house”  all  day  November  6 
to  show  off  its  new  streamlined  exchange 
building  . . . On  the  Row;  Murray  Haw- 
kins, Swan  circuit;  Dave  Rector  of  the 
Ebell,  Long  Beach;  Jimmy  Edwards  of  the 
Edwards  circuit  in  San  Gabriel  Valley. 

Sam  Shapin,  Warner  representative  from 
New  York,  has  returned  east  after  super- 
vising construction  of  the  new  Warner 
exchange,  in  which  employes  have  been  in- 
stalled. It  is  a two-story  affair  ejitirely 
modernistic  in  design  . . . Back  at  his  desk 
as  Monogram’s  office  manager  is  Dud- 
ley Forry,  who  spent  a two-week  vacation 
around  the  Grand  Canyon  country. 

Herb  McIntyre,  western  district  man- 
ager for  RKO,  came  in  from  Denver  by 
plane.  He’ll  be  here  a week  or  so  . . . 
Universal’s  Sam  Milner  returned  from  a 
selling  trip  through  his  Arizona  territory 
. . . On  the  Row:  Harry  Milstein,  operator 
of  the  Grand  in  Torrence  and  the  Gar- 
dena in  Gardena:  Harry  Hoffman,  Soboba, 
San  Jacinto. 

Vacationing  for  a few  days  in  Riverside 
was  Eddie  Meek  of  Columbia’s  advertising 
department  . . . Bess  Emanuel  of  Foreign 
Films  exchange  off  to  Tiajuana  on  a week- 
end vacation  and  business  jaunt  . . . In  for 
bookings:  Jack  Goldberg,  booker  for  the 
Ben  Bronstein  circuit;  Tommy  Hunting- 
ton,  Seville,  Chula  Vista. 

Seymour  Willing,  assistant  to  Mike  Lev- 
inson, independent  distributor,  spent  a 
weekend  in  Palm  Springs  . . . Bess  Emanuel 
of  the  Foreign  Films  exchange  has  in- 
stalled her  Spin-O-Win  game  at  the  Pan 
Pacific  Auditorium  for  the  annual  Food 
Show  . . . C.  J.  Feldman,  Universal  branch 
manager,  is  back  at  his  desk  after  a selling 
trip  which  took  him  to  Phoenix. 

Film  Alliance’s  “Murder  in  the  Night,” 
with  Jack  La  Rue,  gets  its  local  first-run 
at  the  Hawaii  in  Hollywood  around  mid- 
November  . . . Booking:  Jack  Zamsky  of 
the  Vernon;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Molina, 
Placentia,  Placentia;  Mike  Bard  of  the 
Bard  circuit. 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 

Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
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^HIS  town  once  again  gets  its  share  of 

movie  thrills.  Scheduled  this  week  are 
the  personal  appearance  at  the  Paramount 
of  Charles  Laughton,  the  good-will  visit 
of  Walter  Wanger,  and  the  opening  of  the 
Chaplin  satire  “The  Great  Dictator”  at 
the  Fifth  Avenue.  Laughton  will  make  his 
appearance  on  the  opening  of  “They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted”  and  the  publicity 
hounds  have  got  him  set  for  many  tieups 
both  on  the  air  and  at  meetings.  Sammy 
Seigel  of  United  Artists  another  flack 
I publicity  man  to  you)  has  been  running 
around  this  last  few  days  setting  the  Wan- 
ger visit  and  also  working  on  the  Chap- 
lin picture.  The  Fifth  Avenue  is  announc- 
ing “GWTW”  prices  for  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator” only  with  continuous  performances. 
Children  will  be  admitted  at  the  matinees 
for  a 30-cent  price. 

The  Palomar,  along  with  its  vaudeville, 
is  now  featuring  a “Daffy  Auction.”  For 
the  first  week  the  auction  will  be  presented 
at  all  shows,  after  which  it  will  be  given 
only  once  a week.  Jerry  Ross,  the  genial 
master-of -ceremonies  at  the  theatre,  does 
the  auction  job  in  fine  shape,  offering 
cash  for  old  socks,  neckties,  ladies’  stock- 
ings, mice,  in  fact  anything  you  can  think 
of  ..  . The  Fifth  Avenue  has  a nice  tieup 
with  the  Star  in  conjunction  with  the 
showing  of  “Third  Finger,  Left  Hand.” 
Each  day  cuts  are  run  showing  the  male 
and  female  stars  of  the  picture.  Readers 
are  asked  to  write  in  “what  slip  of  the 
tongue  you  ever  made”  with  the  sayings  to 
accompany  the  clipped  picture.  Prizes  co7i- 
sist  of  free  tickets  to  the  theatre. 

J.  E.  “Dad”  Standley,  beloved  proprietor 
of  the  “Olde  Curiosity  Shoppe,”  is  dead. 


^ AULT 

■QTAH  business  and  industry  in  1940  will 
enjoy  its  largest  payroll  year  since 
1929,  it  was  indicated  this  week  by  figures 
released  by  the  executive  director  of  the 
state  department  of  placement  and  unem- 
ployment insurance,  R.  R.  Adams. 

Salt  Lake  City’s  newest  showhouse,  the 
Lake,  successor  to  the  fire-gutted  Roxy, 
opened  its  doors  Saturday  night  to  ca- 
pacity busmess.  Manager  Andy  B.  Floor 
has  created  a new  and  more  beautiful 
theatre  at  a cost  of  $75,000.  New  projec- 
tion and  sound  equipment  has  been  in- 
stalled, and  1,300  cushioned  seats.  A new 
policy  for  the  theatre  calls  for  revues  and 
roadshows  together  with  a single  motion 
picture. 

“Queen  of  the  Mob”  was  well  received 
at  C.  Clare  Woods’  Capitol  here  recently. 

All  of  the  Ditermountain  houses  an- 
nouJiced  with  special  lobby  displays  and 
news-sheet  publicity,  as  well  as  radio  spots, 
the  special  midnight  Hallowe’en  shows. 
“Election  Night  Parties”  also  are  being  an- 
nounced at  the  theatres  here.  The  Inter- 
mountain Theatres,  Inc.,  report  that  spe- 
cial screens  will  be  placed  at  the  side  of 
the  stage  for  returyis  avoiding  interrup- 
tions of  the  regular  entertainment. 

Saturday,  October  26,  here  was  official- 
ly proclaimed  “Wyoming  Day”  in  Salt  Lake 
City  by  Mayor  Ab  Jenkins  this  week,  in 
honor  of  the  visit  of  Wyoming’s  governor, 
Nels  H.  Smith,  who  arrived  to  attend  the 
Utah  premiere  of  the  motion  picture 
named  after  his  native  state. 

Salt  Lake  City’s  Covered  Wagon  Days 
queen  in  1939  joins  the  galaxy  of  lovely 


After  a brief  illness  of  four  days.  Stand- 
ley  passed  away  at  the  age  of  86.  Almost 
every  vaudeville  act  or  screen  star  who 
ever  visited  this  town  made  it  a point  to 
drop  in  and  visit  with  “Dad.”  His  many 
autographed  photos  tell  their  own  story 
. . . John  Hamrick,  head  of  the  Hamrick- 
Evergreen  theatres,  was  very  much  sur- 
prised while  playing  golf  a few  days  ago. 
When  he  arrived  at  the  ninth  hole,  a 
pigeon  settled  itself  on  his  arm.  It  proved 
to  be  a carrier  pigeon  with  a message  at- 
tached to  its  leg.  Hamrick  read  the  note 
which  proved  to  be  a publicity  gag  for 
“Dispatch  From  Reuter’s.”  The  stunt  made 
art  and  stories  in  all  dailies. 

Jackie  Coogan,  now  making  a personal 
appearance  at  a local  night  club,  arrived 
from  Canada  with  a couple  of  friends  and 
the  first  item  on  their  arrival  was  to  regis- 
ter for  the  draft.  Did  the  gals  in  the  regis- 
tration office  get  a heart  flutter  when 
“the  kid”  and  his  pals  walked  in  ..  . “Sold 
out”  was  the  sign  on  the  Trianon  Ballroom 
when  Louis  Armstrong  and  his  band 
opened.  The  world  famous  trumpet  player 
proved  a magnet  for  the  jitterbugs,  and 
curiosity  hounds,  but  he  was  only  here  for 
one  night  . . . Frank  Soule,  personal  repre- 
sentative of  Herbert  J.  Yates  of  Republic, 
is  here  from  Los  Angeles.  Frank  has  moved 
his  family  from  New  York  to  the  coast  and 
will  spend  most  of  his  time  in  the  west 
. . . Florence  Mills,  secretary  to  Maury 
Saffle  at  M-G-M,  is  convalescing  from  a 
tonsillotomy. 

Earl  Powers  of  the  Northwest  Film  Club 
gave  a blood  transfusion  to  his  wife.  The 
operation  very  successful  . . . Hallowe’en 
night  was  the  start  of  the  entertainment 


ILAKIE 

Utahans  to  be  found  in  Hollywood  screen 
and  theatre  circles,  making  her  debut  in 
the  leading  feminine  role  in  “Forty  Thous- 
and Smiths,”  a play  which  opened  at  the 
Ben  Bard  Theatre  in  Hollywood  recently. 

Manager  “Buck”  Wade  of  Universal  re- 
ports having  had  a visit  from  Western 
Sales  Manager  W.  J.  “Bill”  Heineman  and 
A1  J.  O’Keefe,  western  district  manager,  at 
which  time  a sales  meeting  was  held  with 
all  of  the  staff  attending  here.  Heineman 
and  O’Keefe  were  also  working  on  deals 
with  the  Intermountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Marion  Steele,  who  has  been  vnth  Uni- 
versal for  several  years,  is  becoming  Mrs. 
Henry  Thomas  within  a few  days,  and 
while  vacationing  from  her  office  will  en- 
joy a honeymoon  trip  to  San  Francisco, 
Los  Angeles,  Boulder  Dam  and  Las  Vegas. 

Manager  Wade  is  leaving  now  for  the 
Burley  section  of  Idaho  . . . Universal  is 
opening  “Spring  Parade”  at  the  Centre, 
under  direction  of  Ray  Hendry  here  this 
current  week. 

Manager  G.  S.  Pinnell,  of  the  Sheffield- 
Republic  exchange  here,  is  working  in 
southern  Utah  and  Representative  Art 
Baron  is  busy  in  Idaho. 

Hugo  Jorgensen,  exhibitor  of  Rigby, 
Idaho,  went  to  Detroit  to  see  the  world 
series  and  drove  back  with  a new  car. 

Stanley  Steck,  formerly  an  exhibitor  in 
this  territory,  and  now  of  a community 
theatre  in  Los  Angeles,  paid  a visit  to  for- 
mer acquaintances  and  friends  in  Salt 
Lake  City  this  past  week. 


Anderson  Has  Vandenberg 
Lease  in  Ontario,  Cal. 


Ontario,  Cal. — Jack  Anderson  has  pur- 
chased Guy  Vandenberg’s  lease  on  the 
Forum  here  and  will  remodel  the  house 
into  a streamlined  900-seater,  which  he 
will  operate  as  a third-run  in  partnership 
with  Fox  West  Coast.  Anderson  also 
operates  the  first-run  Granada  and  the 
second-run  California  here,  also  as  an 
FWC  partner. 


Joe  Roseniield  Sterling 
Supervisor  in  Seattle 

Seattle — John  Danz,  president  of  Ster- 
ling Theatres,  has  appointed  Joe  Rosen- 
field  as  supervisor  of  theatres  in  Seattle. 
Rosenfield  was  formerly  city  manager  for 
Evergreen  in  Spokane. 

The  new  appointment  will  give  Bill  For- 
man, Sterling  general  manager,  more  time 
to  buy  and  book. 


Zia  to  Open  Soon 

Los  Lunas,  N.  M. — An  early  opening  is 
anticipated  for  the  new  Zia  which  Frank 
D.  Nieto  is  building  here.  He  has  con- 
tracted for  RCA  sound,  booth  equipment 
and  a screen. 


nights  for  members  of  the  Film  Club. 
Vaudeville  acts  and  surprises  are  in  vogue 
for  these  special  evenings  which  will  con- 
tinue all  winter  . . . Bill  Breitenstein,  for- 
mer owner  of  the  Rialto  here,  has  thrown 
in  his  lot  with  Pete  Constanti  of  the 
Roxy  in  Aberdeen  . . . Richard  Thorpe, 
M-G-M  director,  is  in  this  neck-o’-the- 
woods  looking  over  locations  for  the  new 
Joan  Crawford  picture,  “A  Woman’s  Face” 
. . . Word  from  the  south  that  Arch  Reeve, 
who  resigned  as  director  of  advertising  for 
20th  Century-Fox,  will  return  to  Holly- 
wood where  for  years  he  was  in  charge  of 
publicity  for  Paramount  and  for  a time  at 
Fox  . . . Mrs.  Norman  Malcolm  received 
word  from  London  that  her  sister,  Doris 
Huggins,  serving  as  a nurse  in  a London 
hospital,  was  killed  when  a Nazi  bomb 
struck  the  hospital  building. 

Jack  Nicholson,  son  of  R.  M.  Nicholson, 
was  married  a few  days  ago  to  Evelyn 
Sandberg  at  the  bride’s  home  . . . Art  and 
Gladness  Gollofon,  accompanied  Roy  and 
Alys  Johnson,  on  their  motor  trip  east  go- 
ing as  far  as  Detroit.  They  will  return  in 
a new  car,  the  Johnsons  going  on  to  New 
York  . . . Ollie  Hartman  welcomed  back 
on  the  Row,  his  first  trip  since  his  recent 
severe  illness  . . . Art  Aronson,  western  di- 
vision head  of  National  Screen  Service  and 
Advertising  Accessories,  in  town  for  a few 
days  and  conferring  with  Jack  Flannery, 
local  head  . . . Phil  Blake  back  from  the 
New  York  trip  and  bringing  regards  from 
Olsen  & Johnson.  Thanks  boys. 

Jimmy  Beale  of  the  Portland  Columbia 
office  in  town  for  a gathering  of  office 
managers  and  salesmen  called  by  Jerry 
Safron,  western  district  sales  manager  . . . 
Bill  Parker,  Metro’s  exploiteer  in  these 
parts,  arranged  a special  preview  of  “Eyes 
of  the  Navy”  for  Admiral  Richardson 
aboard  the  New  Mexico  . . . Grover  Curley 
of  New  York  here  on  a vacation  visiting 
friends  in  the  show  business  . . . Buck 
Seale  reporting  his  Orpheum  in  Spokane 
being  broken  into  and  candy  machines  be- 
ing robbed  . . . Charles  Code  and  wife  in 
from  Nome,  Alaska,  for  a few  weeks  . . . 
Tubby  Griffin  will  be  down  from  the  north 
in  a few  days  to  do  his  film  buying  and 
booking  . . . Marty  Weiser  of  the  Warner 
publicity  department  back  to  Hollywood 
after  three  weeks  on  the  “Tugboat”  cam- 
paign in  Tacoma. 
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St  Louis  Exhibitors  Say  They 
Favor  Dropping  Multiple  Bills 


A Columbia  Regional 
Is  Held  in  Chicago 


Chicago — Columbia  Pictures  held  their 
midwestern  regional  sales  conference  at 
the  Drake  Hotel  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
November  2 and  3,  with  A.  Montague, 
general  sales  manager,  presiding.  Host 
to  the  exhibitors  was  Phil  Dunas,  head  of 
Columbia’s  Chicago  office. 

Executives  from  the  home  office  present 
at  the  sales  confab  were:  R.  Jackter,  L. 
Astor,  L.  Weinberg,  M.  Weisfeld,  M.  Grad, 
H.  C.  Kaufman  and  C.  Josephs.  Included 
among  the  midwestern  branch  managers 
present  at  the  meeting  were:  C.  H.  Shalit, 
Detroit;  O.  J.  Ruby,  Milwaukee:  W.  G. 
Craig,  Indianapolis;  H.  J.  Chapman,  Min- 
neapolis; M.  H.  Evidon,  Des  Moines;  B.  C. 
Marcus,  Kansas  City;  J.  H.  Jacobs,  Oma- 
ha; C.  D.  Hill,  St.  Louis. 

Other  Columbia  men  attending  the  two- 
day  conclave  were:  T.  J.  MacEvoy  and 
S.  R.  Chapman,  Milwaukee  A.  B.  Leake, 
M.  H.  Evidon,  M.  Goodman,  O.  Miller  and 

H.  B.  Thomas,  Des  Moines;  W.  Bradfield, 

I.  Altschuler,  T.  Baldwin,  H.  Stulz  and  C. 
E.  Reynolds,  Kansas  City;  H.  Kaufman, 
C.  Butler,  A.  J.  Gelman  and  L.  Shubnell, 
Indianapolis;  C.  S.  Baker,  R.  P.  Cloud, 
G.  L.  McCoy,  H.  R.  Shields  and  C.  H. 
Townsend,  Detroit;  D.  H.  Conley,  A.  L. 
Aved,  I.  M.  Marks,  M.  G.  Sgutt,  M.  P. 
Mazur,  and  W.  Evidon,  Minneapolis;  E. 
Dunas,  R.  Adler,  J.  Zide  and  M.  Shackel- 
ford, Omaha;  R.  Mortenson,  C.  Perris,  L. 
A.  LaPlante  and  J.  Bradford,  St.  Louis. 


William  Galligan  Wins 
Radio  by  Quiz  Queries 

Chicago — William  D.  Galligan,  manager 
of  the  Esquire  Theatre,  won  a new  Zenith 
portable  radio  because  three  of  his  ques- 
tions about  movies  were  used  recently  on 
the  NBC  “Quiz  Kids”  program.  Galligan 
asked  the  youthful  prodigies  to  give  the 
names  of  three  films  suggested  by  sound 
effects.  The  first  sound  effect  was  that  of 
football  signals  being  given  amidst  much 
noise  and  commotion.  Barbara  Hutchin- 
son said  it  made  her  think  of  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American.”  The  second  sound 
effect,  a strong  wind  blowing,  gave  Rich- 
ard Williams  the  idea  it  suggested  “Ty- 
phoon.” The  third  sound  effect  was  that 
of  a baby  crying  two  times.  Mr.  Galligan 
sent  in  the  names  of  two  movies  this 
might  suggest:  “My  Son,  My  Son,”  and 
“Birth  of  a Baby.”  Young  Miss  Hutchin- 
son, however,  answered  “Pour  Mothers” 
and  the  judges  said  the  answer  was  okay. 


Six  Warner  Assistant 
Managers  Are  Shifted 

Chicago — James  E.  Coston,  zone  mana- 
ger for  Warner  Theatres,  has  announced 
staff  changes  affecting  a half-dozen  as- 
sistant managers.  In  Chicago,  Paul  Mar- 
lowe was  transferred  from  the  Paramount 
to  the  Parthenon:  Thomas  Bonk,  from 
Orpheum  to  Paramount;  George  Pinley, 
from  Hamilton  to  Orpheum,  and  Philip 
Shire,  from  Cosmo  to  Hamilton. 

Charles  Dixon  was  transferred  from  the 
Parthenon  Theatre,  Chicago,  to  the  War- 
ner in  Milwaukee,  and  Kenneth  Mayer, 
formerly  treasurer  at  the  Warner,  Milwau- 
kee, has  been  made  assistant  manager  of 
the  Venetian  in  Racine. 


St.  Louis — Exhibitors  of  St.  Louis  and 
St.  Louis  county  have  expressed  them- 
selves as  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  the 
elimination  of  triple  and  double  feature 
programs,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Burt,  founder  and 
honorary  president  of  the  Better  Pilms 
Council  of  Greater  St.  Louis,  declared  in 
discussing  the  local  response  to  the  coun- 
cil’s letter  on  the  subject  of  double  fea- 
ture bills  sent  recently  to  owners  and  man- 
agers of  all  theatres  in  the  city  and  county. 

“We  fully  realize  the  situation  of  the 
theatre  owners,”  Mrs.  Burt  continued,  “and 
we  have  already  launched  an  educational 
campaign  to  win  public  support  for  single 
feature  programs. 

“In  addition  to  sending  out  printed  ma- 
terial giving  1,000  reasons  why  we  oppose 
double  feature  programs,  the  council  is 
furnishing  speakers  to  meetings  of  women’s 
clubs,  parent-teacher  organization  meet- 
ings, etc. 

“While  for  professional  reasons  we  can’t 
furnish  the  names  of  the  children,  we 
have  already  received  positive  proof  that 
too  lengthy  motion  picture  bills  are  in- 
juring the  eyes  of  children.” 

Mrs.  Burt,  who  is  also  conducting  a 
national  campaign  against  multiple  pro- 
grams, said  she  has  received  a letter  from 
Mrs.  Richard  M.  White  of  Los  Angeles, 
chairman  of  the  motion  picture  committee 
of  the  California  General  Pederation  of 
Women’s  Clubs,  heartily  indorsing  the 
campaign.  In  her  letter,  Mrs.  White  stated 
that  there  isn’t  a single  theatre  in  Cali- 
fornia showing  triple  features  and  that 
many  in  all  parts  of  that  state  play  only 
single  features  supported  by  selected  short 
subjects. 

Asked  to  comment  on  the  statement  of 
Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  ranking  executive 


Harry  Arthur  Heads 
St.  Louis  Barkers 

St.  Louis — Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  execu- 
tive director  of  Panchon  & Marco,  has 
been  elected  chief  barker  of  the  St.  Louis 
Tent  of  Variety. 

His  elevation  to  this  highest  office  in 
the  Tent  was  in  recognition  of  the  splen- 
did work  he  did  in  connection  with  the 
recent  charity  fund  show  put  on  by  the 
club  at  the  Pox  Theatre. 

Other  officers  of  the  Tent  are:  Louis 
K.  Ansell,  Ansell  Bros,  circuit,  first  as- 
sistant Chief  Barker;  Harry  Hynes,  Uni- 
versal, second  assistant  Chief  Barker; 
George  L.  Wiegand,  St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.,  Dough  Guy,  and  Chauncey  B.  Nel- 
son, personnel  director  for  Panchon  & Mar- 
co Service  Corp.,  Property  Master. 

Thimmig  Lets  Contract 
For  McNair  Remodeling 

St.  Louis — Walter  Thimmig  has  award- 
ed the  contract  for  the  remodeling  of  his 
McNair  to  the  Stamm  Construction  Co., 
Maplewood,  Mo.  Architect  in  charge  is 
O.  W.  Stiegemeyer,  St.  Louis. 

The  improvements,  including  a struc- 
tural glass  front,  will  cost  upwards  of 
$7,000. 


here  for  Panchon  & Marco,  that  as  a result 
of  the  flop  of  a single  feature  policy  at 
the  Ambassador,  where  it  had  a six-week 
test,  “Panchon  & Marco  sees  no  reason 
to  continue  single  feature  programs  fur- 
ther, now,  nor  in  the  immediate  future,” 
Mrs.  Burt  said: 

“The  Ambassador’s  experience  with  a 
single  feature  program  at  advanced  prices 
is  hardly  a fair  test  of  the  public’s  re- 
sponse. Without  any  desire  to  reflect  on 
the  fine  pictures  that  were  shown  at  the 
Ambassador  during  the  six-week  period, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  public  was 
able  to  see  other  fine  pictures  at  the 
competing  Loew’s  Theatre  without  paying 
higher  prices. 

“And  another  handicap  experienced 
during  the  six  weeks  test  period  was  the 
fact  that  patrons  who  attended  the  mati- 
nees at  the  lower  price  scale  did  not  like 
being  forced  to  give  up  their  seats  and 
find  new  seats  in  the  balcony  before  they 
had  seen  an  entire  show.  Tliat  was  due 
to  the  fact  downstairs  seats  were  reserved 
at  the  evening  show. 

“A  fairer  test  of  the  public’s  attitude 
toward  single  feature  programs  would  be 
for  the  Ambassador  and  all  of  the  other 
first  run  theatres  to  use  single  feature 
bills  at  the  same  time  and  maintain  their 
regular  price  scales. 

“The  great  support  given  by  the  public 
of  America  to  ‘Gone  With  the  Wind’  is 
at  least  some  evidence  the  men  and  women 
of  this  country  do  not  look  with  disfavor 
on  single  feature  programs,  even  at  higher 
price  scales.  I believe  the  same  expe- 
rience will  be  shown  in  the  current  en- 
gagement of  Charlie  Chaplin’s  ‘The  Great 
Dictator’  at  Loew.” 


Golden  Finds  Merit  in 
A Consent  Decree 


Chicago — Edward  A.  Golden,  general 
sales  manager  for  Monogram,  told  a group 
of  independent  Chicago  exhibitors  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  consent  decree  in- 
asmuch as  he  felt  that  it  would  create 
more  producing  companies  and  so  would 
ultimately  benefit  both  smaller  producers 
and  exhibitors.  Golden  addressed  the  ex- 
hibitors at  a luncheon  held  at  the  Con- 
gress Hotel  and  presided  over  by  Jack 
Kirsch,  president  of  Allied  Theatres  of 
Illinois.  Golden  also  asked  the  exhibitors 
to  support  his  firm,  saying  that  Mono- 
gram was  a form  of  “insurance”  for  the 
exhibitors. 

The  Monogram  executive  severely  criti- 
cized the  talk  made  by  Robert  Montgom- 
ery at  the  New  York  Herald-Tribune 
forum.  He  said  that  men  like  Montgomery 
and  Samuel  Goldwyn,  in  unjustifiably  criti- 
cizing the  industry,  were  doing  the  film 
business  untold  harm. 

While  in  Chicago,  Golden  conferred  with 
Henri  Elman,  Monogram  franchise  holder 
in  this  territory.  From  Chicago  he  went 
to  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis,  Oklahoma  City 
and  Dallas. 
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— Loop  Photo  Service 


When  the  Mounties  Invaded  Chicago — 

For  the  U.  S.  premiere  of  “North  West  Mounted  Police”  following  the  world  premiere  in  Regina,  Sask.,  they  brought  along 
Paramount  dignitaries  and  stars.  Participating  in  the  debut  at  the  Chicago  Theatre  were  the  personalities  pictured 
above.  Top  left,  left  to  right:  Leonard  Goldenson,  Sam  Dembow,  John  Balaban,  Mrs.  Barney  Balaban,  Barney  Balaban, 
Stanton  Griffis,  Y.  Frank  Freeman  and  William  Pine.  Top  right  is  a scene  of  the  crowd  in  front  of  the  City  Hall  when 
the  visiting  stars  called  on  Chicago’s  Mayor  Kelly.  Center  left:  Adolph  Zukor,  Tommy  Thomas,  Abe  Platt  and  Mrs. 
Thomas.  Center  right:  William  K.  Hollander,  Carl  Krueger,  Lynne  Overman,  Preston  Foster,  Mrs.  Gary  Cooper,  Gary 
Cooper,  David  Mayer  jr..  Freeman,  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  John  Balaban  and  Cliff  Lewis.  Lower  left:  Hollander,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Holden,  Mrs.  Walter  Immerman,  Walter  Immerman.  In  the  foreground  is  Mrs.  Hollander.  Lower  right:  Mrs.  Allen 
Usher,  Robert  Preston  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Donohue. 
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Chicagoans  Throng  to 
"NWMP"  Premiere 

Chicago — Thunder,  lightning  and  a heavy 
rain  couldn’t  keep  away  close  to  25,000 
Chicagoans  who  crowded  Chicago’s  loop 
to  catch  a glimpse  of  their  favorite  stars 
at  the  American  premiere  of  Cecil  B.  De- 
Mille’s  “North  West  Mounted  Police’’  here 
October  24.  Another  7,000  fans  jammed 
the  B&K  Chicago  and  State  theatres  to 
witness  the  unfolding  of  the  first  official 
American  showing  of  the  new  Paramount 
Technicolor  film.  Cecil  B.  DeMille  and 
the  six  stars,  Gary  Cooper,  Madeleine 
Carroll,  Robert  Preston,  Preston  Poster, 
Paulette  Goddard  and  Lynne  Overman,  re- 
ceived tremendous  ovations  at  all  their 
personal  appearances. 

Premiere  festivities  started  with  a coast- 
to-coast  broadcast  over  131  Mutual  sta- 
tions and  originating  in  the  studios  of 
WGN.  Scenes  from  the  film  were  enacted 
in  the  half  hour  show  which  was  broad- 
cast from  7:30  to  8:00  p.  m.  (CST).  From 
the  studios  the  stars  were  whisked  via 
special  limousines  manned  by  chauffeured 
“Mounties,”  to  the  State-Lake  Theatre. 
Here  De  Mille  introduced  the  stars  with 
lanky  Gary  Cooper  stealing  applause 
honors. 

Following  their  State-Lake  appearance, 
the  stars  made  individual  appearances  on 
the  “Bridge  of  Stars,”  a specially  con- 
structed ramp  built  for  the  premiere  which 
stretched  across  State  Street  from  the 
State-Lake  to  the  Chicago  Theatre. 
Though  the  rain  poured  down,  the  fans 
’neath  umbrellas,  newspapers,  raincoats 
and  other  anti-rain  paraphernalia,  gustily 
applauded. 

From  the  “Bridge  of  Stars,”  the  celeb- 
rities went  to  the  B&K  flagship,  the  Chi- 


Chicago — Dozens  of  women  and  girls 
fainted  at  the  “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice” premiere.  Some  who  fell  were  kicked 
and  bruised  before  they  could  be  carried 
to  safety.  Dr.  Harry  Heiss,  who  adminis- 
tered first  aid  in  the  Chicago  Theatre, 
alone  treated  some  30  women. 


Mervyn  Houser,  who  came  here  from 
Paramount’s  Hollywood  office  to  work  with 
Carl  Krueger  on  the  premiere,  drove  back 
to  the  coast  in  a new  Packard. 


Budd  Getschal  from  Paramount’s  New 
York  office  was  amazed  at  the  terrific  two- 
man  exploitation  job  turned  out  by  Krue- 
ger and  Houser.  (See  exploitation  story  for 
details.) 


A study  in  contrast  premiere  night  were 
Paulette  Goddard  and  Madeleine  Carroll. 
Paulette  was  dressed  all  in  white — Miss 
Carroll  all  in  black. 

Many  of  the  Hollywood  visitors  felt 
right  at  home  when  they  saw  the  producer 
of  the  special  Mutual  broadcast.  It  was 
Bill  Bacher,  who  now  directs  WGN-Mu- 
tual  programs  in  Chicago,  and  who,  at  one 
time,  was  producer  of  some  of  the  biggest 
network  shows,  including  the  Texaco  Star 
Theatre. 


Everybody  cooperated  on  the  premiere 
with  the  exception  of  one  gal.  That  was 
Dame  Nature.  It  rained  proverbial  pitch- 
forks  the  night  of  the  premiere  but  that 


cago  Theatre,  where,  following  the  show- 
ing of  the  film,  they  once  again  made  a 
personal  appearance.  The  premiere  eve- 
ning came  to  a climax  at  the  Blackstone 
Hotel  where  John  Balaban  hosted  all  the 
numerous  Paramount  executives  in  town. 

Executives  Attend 

Practically  the  entire  Paramount  execu- 
tive contingent  was  in  Chicago  for  the 
premiere.  Included  among  the  visitors 
were:  Adolph  Zukor,  chairman  of  the 
board;  Barney  Balaban,  president;  Y. 
Prank  Freeman,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  production;  Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  in  charge  of 
distribution;  Charles  M.  Reagan,  western 
division  manager;  Cliff  Lewis,  director  of 
studio  advertising  and  publicity;  R.  M. 
Gillham,  general  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity,  together  with  his  assistant, 
Alec  Moss;  and  Leonard  Goldenson  and 
Sam  Dembow  of  the  theatre  department. 

Among  the  De  Mille  staff  present  were: 
Gladys  Rosson,  his  personal  secretary  for 
the  past  25  years;  William  H.  Pine,  as- 
sistant producer;  and  Mr.  Bonnett,  press 
representative  for  De  Mille. 

Allen  Usher  and  J.  J.  Donohue,  top- 
executives  of  the  local  Paramount  office, 
helped  show  the  visitors  that  when  a pre- 
miere is  properly  exploited,  it  can  suc- 
ceed even  in  a city  as  large  as  Chicago. 
B&K  officials  worked  diligently  to  “put 
across”  the  “North  West  Moimted  Police” 
opening.  John  Balaban,  Walter  Immer- 
man,  W.  K.  Hollander,  and  other  lead- 
ing B&K  executives  were  all  instrumental 
in  the  success  of  the  premiere. 

Publicity  men  did  a bang-up  job  in 
handling  the  opening  of  the  $2,000,000  pro- 
duction. Carl  Krueger  and  Mervyn  Hou- 
ser of  the  Paramount  office;  Archie  Her- 
zoff,  publicity  director  of  the  Chicago  The- 
atre, and  Jimmie  Savage,  publicity  direc- 
tor for  the  State-Lake,  were  all  instru- 
mental in  the  success  of  the  premiere. 


still  didn’t  keep  ’em  away.  There’s  no  tell- 
ing how  many  would  have  been  in  the  loop 
had  the  weather  been  good.  Unquestion- 
ably more  than  100,000. 


All  the  local  critics  gave  the  picture 
terrific  writeups.  The  Tribune’s  Mae  Tinee 
almost  split  a dictionary  in  exulting  over 
the  Technicolor  picture.  Lucia  Perrigo  (Rob 
Reel)  of  the  Her  aid- American  said  the 
film  was  tops  in  color  and  action.  She 
wrote:  “Spectacle  in  its  finest  form  is 
‘North  West  Mounted  Police’  . . . Taken 
strictly  as  a spectacle,  the  production  is 
superb  and  stacks  up  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  the  long  line  of  winners  from  the  De 
Mille  stable.”  Doris  Arden  of  the  Times 
gave  the  picture  three  stars. 


Five  hundred  and  fifty  of  Chicago’s  po- 
lice were  needed  to  handle  the  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  crowds.  Five  hun- 
dred directed  by  Captain  David  Flynn, 
chief  of  traffic,  battled  to  hold  back  the 
crowds  at  the  Chicago  and  State-Lake 
theatres.  Another  50  were  stationed  at  the 
WGN  studios  where  another  crowd  had 
gathered  to  catch  a glimpse  of  the  celeb- 
rities following  their  broadcast. 


Robert  Preston  and  Preston  Poster  went 
to  Kansas  City  Saturday  for  personal  ap- 
pearances there.  Miss  Goddard  didn’t  leave 
Chicago  until  the  Monday  following  the 
premiere.  Madeleine  Carroll,  together  with 
Bill  Pine,  went  to  Canada  after  the  pre- 
miere, for  more  personal  appearances. 


Krueger  and  Houser 
Publicity  Dynamos 


By  HAL  TATE 

Chicago — Probably  the  greatest  exploi- 
tation job  ever  done  by  a two-man  studio 
staff  for  a premiere  was  the  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  job  put  across  by  Carl 
Krueger,  district  advertising  manager  for 
Paramount  in  Chicago,  and  Mervyn  Hou- 
ser of  the  Paramount  west  coast  exploi- 
tation and  publicity  staff.  The  Paramount 
pair  proved  to  be  a smooth-working  ma- 
chine and  got  numerous  national  breaks 
for  the  new  De  Mille  picture. 

The  entire  town  was  plastered  with  ad- 
vertising of  the  premiere.  A thousand  one- 
sheets  graced  elevated  platforms,  there 
were  a hundred  one-sheets  on  the  North 
Shore  line,  and  150  one-sheets  on  the 
Chicago,  Aurora  and  Elgin  line.  In  addi- 
tion, 300  14x22  cards  were  placed  in  cash- 
ier’s windows  at  elevated  stations  as  well 
as  20  35x3-foot  posters  on  elevated  sta- 
tion platforms. 

Paramount  got  the  staid  and  dignified 
State  Street  Council  to  cooperate  100  per 
cent  on  the  premiere.  Windows  of  lead- 
ing stores  were  decorated,  lamp  posts  car- 
ried premiere  notices,  and  special  store  ads 
called  attention  to  the  premiere.  In  addi- 
tion, the  eighth  annual  dinner  of  the  State 
Street  Seniors,  department  store  workers 
who  have  seen  at  least  25  years’  service, 
attracted  considerable  attention.  Cecil  B. 
DeMille  was  the  principal  speaker,  his  talk 
being  broadcast  over  a CBS  hookup.  The 
stores  also  plugged  the  premiere  on  their 
local  radio  programs. 

Chicago  newspapers  all  devoted  consider- 
able space  to  the  premiere  with  the  Chi- 
cago Herald- American  and  Chicago  Tri- 
bune especially  playing  it  up.  The  Her- 
ald-American  ran  a contest  in  which  es- 
corts to  the  six  leading  stars  were  chosen. 
Budd  Mulloy,  managing  editor  of  the 
Hearst  paper,  also  gave  the  okay  for  a 
special  premiere  edition  of  the  paper  in 
which  the  entire  front  page  was  replated 
with  “North  West  Mounted  Police”  ma- 
terial including  a full  page  colored  picture 
of  Robert  Preston  dressed  in  “Mountie” 
uniform  astride  a horse.  This  went  on  sale 
all  over  Chicago  on  premiere  eve. 

The  Tribune  played  up  the  premiere,  es- 
pecially in  its  radio  columns,  since  the 
paper’s  station,  WGN,  was  originating  the 
coast-to-coast  Mutual  premiere  show.  In 
addition,  100  papers  of  the  Chicago 
Tribune  Press  Syndicate  Service  were  sent 
special  stories  trice-weekly  stressing  the 
radio  program  and  premiere.  The  syndi- 
cate sent  out  800  pictures  to  newspapers 
— all  in  layout  form.  On  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing the  premiere,  the  Tribune  carried 
a full-page  color-spread  of  scenes  from  the 
film. 

Wide  Radio  Coverage 

The  radio  coverage  was  also  extensive. 
The  two  big  broadcasts  were  the  Mutual 
airing  over  131  stations  of  scenes  from  the 
picture.  De  Mille  and  the  six  stars  all  par- 
ticipated in  this  show.  On  Wednesday 
night,  De  Mille’s  talk  before  the  State 
Street  Seniors,  entitled  “The  World  We 
Live  In,”  was  broadcast  over  a coast-to- 
coast  CBS  hookup.  Mutual  also  carried 
ten  spot  announcements  for  a week  pre- 
ceding the  premiere. 

On  Chicago  stations  numerous  plugs  on 
the  premiere  were  broadcast.  WGN  broad- 
cast ten  spot  announcements  daily  for  a 
week  prior  to  the  picture’s  opening.  Chi- 
cago’s lone  film  gossip  show  broadcast  on 
(Continued  on  page  35) 
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A claim  antedating  that  made  in  the  August  10  issue  of  Boxoffice  for 
Charles  Lamb’s  Palm  Theatre  in  Rockford,  III.,  as  the  first  theatre  built 
for  motion  pictures  outside  of  Chicago  in  the  state,  is  made  by  Sylvan  L. 
Kupfer  of  Publix  Great  States.  Kupfer  identifies  the  above  picture  as  the 
Scenic,  built  by  his  father,  the  late  Henry  C.  Kupfer,  in  Bloomington,  III., 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  motion  pictures.  Its  formal  opening 
came  on  June  24,  1907,  six  years  prior  to  the  Palm  in  Rockford,  which 
opened  in  1913. 
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■^ISITORS:  Alex  Kalafat,  Gala,  Garrett; 
’ Harmon  Allison,  Ritz,  Mooresville;  Mrs. 
H.  P.  Long,  Hippodrome,  Sheridan;  Harry 
Van  Noy,  Paramount,  Anderson;  Trueman 
Rembusch,  Artcraft,  Franklin;  Joe  Finner- 
an,  Elwood,  Elwood;  Wally  Furnas,  Browny, 
Brownsburg;  Max  Page,  State,  Greenfield; 
J.  B.  Sconce,  Playhouse,  Edinburg;  Sam 
Neall,  Indiana,  Kokomo;  Billy  Conners, 
Indiana,  Marion;  E.  K.  Crouch,  Palace, 
Fairmount;  R.  G.  Branson,  Strand,  Shel- 
by ville;  Roy  Harrold,  Princess,  Rush  ville; 
Walter  Easley,  Tree,  Greensburg;  Douglass 
Haney  and  wife,  Albion,  Albion;  Anthony 
Bokas,  Lido.  Argos;  L.  S.  Belton,  Com- 
munity, Greenwood;  Prank  Reimer,  Em- 
boyd.  Fort  Wayne;  Mrs.  Ethel  Luckett, 
Indiana,  Scottsburg;  Robert  Hudson,  Ti- 
voli, Richmond;  Ferd  Nessel,  State,  An- 
derson; C.  W.  Massey,  State,  Worthington; 
E.  Thurston,  Rem,  Remington;  Harry  Von- 
derschmitt,  Indiana,  Bloomington;  Mrs.  E. 
Blessing,  Royal,  Danville;  D.  D.  Lee,  Rex, 
Montezuma;  L.  T.  Moore,  Orpheum,  Mitch- 
.ell;  Mrs.  Will  J.  Haney,  Milan,  Milan; 
Wm.  Studebaker,  Logan,  Logansport;  Phil 
Schloss,  Crystal,  Ligonier;  Merrill  Moore, 
Palace,  Kokomo;  Dick  Vlastos,  Fowler,  Fow- 
ler; Dallas  E.  Cannon,  Kent,  Kentland;  W. 
L.  Passen,  Amuseu,  Jason  ville;  Gail  E.  Lan- 
caster, Huntington,  Huntington;  J.  M. 
Dixon,  Flora,  Flora;  D.  G.  Steinkamp, 
English,  English;  Roy  Kalver,  Cort,  De- 
catur; Harold  V.  Neese,  Beverly,  Brazil; 
Art  Clark,  Indiana,  Bloomington;  K.  E. 
Maurice,  Wabash,  Clinton;  Joe  Schilling, 
Auditorium.  Connersville. 

Thor  Hauschild,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount, Marion,  is  the  father  of  a son  born 
last  month.  The  baby  has  been  named 
Thad  Winters.  Hauschild  formerly  was 
manager  of  the  Majestic  at  Seymour  . . . 
An  unexpected  visitor  last  week  to  In- 


dianapolis was  Col.  C.  W.  Stowell,  better 
known  as  Congressman  John  Lawton  in 
“The  Ramparts  We  Watch,”  now  showing 
at  the  Indiana  . . . The  Warner  Club, 
composed  of  Warner  exchange  employes, 
had  a real  Hallowe’en  party  Friday  eve- 
ning in  Tom  Devine’s  Music  Hall,  with 
masks,  costumes  and  all  the  trimmings  . . . 
Mrs.  Margaret  Barnard,  in  the  office  at 
Paramount,  visited  her  son  who  is  in  school 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  over  last  week- 
end . . . Alex  Kalafat,  operator  of  the 
Gala  Theatre  in  Garrett,  celebrated  his 
first  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the 
theatre  with  a big  party  last  Wediiesday 
night.  Salesmen  and  branch  managers 
were  his  guests. 

Art  Wartha,  city  manager  for  the  Indi- 
ana-Illinois  circuit  in  Elklrart,  Ind.,  is  the 
father  of  a son,  named  Jerry  Alan  Wartha 
. . . Marc  Wolf,  chief  barker  of  Local  Tent 
No.  10,  Variety  Club,  announced  the  an- 
nual elections,  together  with  an  initiation 
of  a number  of  men  which  took  place 
Monday,  October  28.  Tim  Cleary,  Jerry 
Adams,  salesmen,  and  Harold  Marshall, 
exploiteer,  all  of  M-G-M,  and  Dan  Pen- 
rod  of  Bank  Night  Enterprises,  were  among 
those  initiated  . . . N.  C.  Weinberg 
is  president  of  a new  corporation  recently 
formed  here  to  be  known  as  the  Fluores- 
cent Light  Co.  of  Indiana,  Inc.,  with  head- 
quarters at  539  W.  Washington  St.  They 
will  be  manufacturers  and  jobbers  of  flu- 
orescent lighting. 

A new  corporation  for  a drive-in  the- 
atre was  formed  last  week  under  the  name 
of  Drive-In  Theatre  Corp.  of  Indiana,  1511 
Merchants  Bank  Bldg.,  with  Jacob  S.  White 
as  agent;  100  shares  without  par  value; 
purpose  to  operate  amusement  enterprises. 
Incorporators  were  Edward  J.  Boleman, 


Eileen  M.  Scanlon  and  Frances  A.  Sherry 
. . . The  King  Amusement  Co,  Inc.,  of 
Indianapolis,  operator  of  the  Daisy  Thea- 
tre, filed  for  a change  of  agent  last  week 
to  Glenn  Schnarr,  who  has  been  managing 
the  theatre  for  some  time  . . . Roland 
Lmder,  former  vaudeville  star  who  claims 
Indianapolis  as  his  birthplace,  was  a visitor 
last  week.  Linder  devotes  most  of  his  time 
now  to  his  electrical  appliance  store  in  Los 
Angeles. 

Don  Wright,  manager  of  the  Rivoli,  an- 
nounces that  he  will  give  away  comic  books 
to  the  kiddies  at  their  Saturday  matinees 
. . . Herbert  “Hoot”  Gibson,  formerly  book- 
er lor  the  Indianapolis  Co-Operative  The- 
atres, has  joined  the  ad  sales  department 
of  20th-Fox  here  . . . E.  T.  Gomersall, 
district  manager  of  Universal,  was  a visi- 
tor to  the  local  office  . . . J.  H.  Stevens, 
manager  of  the  local  Paramount  office,  an- 
nounces that  their  office  will  soon  be  fin- 
ished after  a redecoration  program  . . . 
Remodeling  operations  are  also  nearly  com- 
pleted down  at  the  Fox  office  . . . Michael 
Wohlfish  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  is  the  new 
student  booker  on  the  RKO  desk,  replacing 
Jerry  Weiss,  who  was  transferred  to 
Milwaukee  as  assistant  booker. 

Roy  Churchill,  branch  manager,  and 
Charles  Boasberg,  district  jnanager  of  RKO, 
covered  the  state  on  a business  trip  . . . 
Carl  Niesse  of  the  Vogue  Theatre  and 
Marc  Wolf,  of  Variety  Club,  attended  the 
Pittsburgh-Fordham  football  game  a week 
ago  with  Joe  E.  Brown,  film  comedian,  as 
guests  of  the  Pittsburgh  Variety  Club  . . . 
Ben  Blue,  popular  screen  and  stage  come- 
dian, tops  the  cast  of  George  White’s 
“Scandals”  appearing  this  week  on  the 
stage  at  the  Circle  . . . “The  Great  Dic- 
tator” opens  at  Loew’s  next  Thursday. 

Claude  Allison  at  the  Strand  is  issuing 
attendance  cards  to  his  patrons,  who  at- 
tend before  6 p.  m.  After  they  attend 
four  shows,  they  are  admitted  free  to  the 
fifth,  providing  they  attend  early  . . . Roy 
E.  Harrold,  president  of  ATOI,  has  re- 
turned from  the  Eastern  Allied  convention 
and  the  Allied  board  of  directors  meeting 
. . . William  Mcllwain,  manager  at  the 
Lyric,  is  packing  them  in  this  week  with 
the  p.  a.  of  Laurel  and  Hardy. 


Passes  for  Buttons 

Chicago — Sylvan  Goldfinger,  manager  of 
the  Telenews  Theatre,  is  giving  passes  to 
customers  who  contribute  new  campaign 
buttons  to  card  in  the  lobby.  Card  in 
lobby  says;  “Button,  Button,  Who’s  Got 
the  Button?”  If  anyone  can  add  Roose- 
velt, Willkie,  or  any  other  type  campaign 
button  to  the  placard,  they  get  in  free. 
“Goldie”  has  already  accumulated  over 
100  buttons,  expects  a couple  hundred  be- 
fore election  Tuesday  night. 

ft 

Call  Hal  Tate,  But 
Not  Filmiow's 

Chicago — All  Filmrow  sympathized 
with  Hal  Tate,  central  editor  of  BOX- 
OFFICE,  when  the  name  of  Harold  Tate 
was  listed  on  front-page  of  local  dailies 
as  holder  of  number  158 — first  number 
called  in  draft.  Newspapers  called  for 
stories  and  photos,  radio  stations  called 
for  air  interviews — but  Hal  had  to  refuse 
all  publicity. 

It  was  a different  Tate. 

■ ■■  -jl 
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Krueger  and  Houser 
Publicity  Dynamos 


(Continued  from  page  33) 

a major  station,  Hal  Tate’s  Movie  Tattler 
program,  also  plugged  the  premiere.  In  ad- 
dition, WJJD  and  WIND  broadcast  spot 
announcements.  Norman  Ross,  popular  lo- 
cal announcer,  publicized  the  premiere  on 
WMAQ  a week  before  the  opening  since  the 
stars  were  coming  in  over  his  sponsor’s 
line — the  Chicago  and  Northwestern.  Oth- 
er stations  plugged  the  premiere  from  time 
to  time. 

Numerous  exploitation  stunts  were  con- 
cocted in  connection  with  the  premiere. 
Leading  space-grabbers  were  the  awarding 
of  a “Doctor  of  Glamour”  degree  to  Pau- 
lette Goddard  by  University  of  Chicago 
fraternity  men,  and  Mayor  Kelly’s  offer  to 
Cecil  B.  De  Mille  of  a 21 -acre  tract  of 
land  to  make  pictures  in  Chicago.  Both 
these  stories  made  all  the  wire-services  as 
well  as  the  syndicate  photo  companies.  In 
numerous  instances  both  the  stories  and 
photos  made  front-page. 

Business  Firms  Cooperate 

A tri-weekly  service  to  40  important  ex- 
hibitors consisting  of  exploitation  and  press 
releases  in  mimeographed  form  was  also 
inaugurated  by  the  Messrs.  Krueger  and 
Houser. 

Numerous  tie-ups  were  made  with  lead- 
ing firms  in  exploiting  the  premiere.  Lever 
Bros,  had  displays  in  1,200  grocery  store 
windows,  plugging  De  Mille  since  the  Para- 
mount producer  is  also  producer  of  Lever 
Bros.  Lux  radio  show.  The  Cadillac  and 
Lincoln  Zephyr  companies  furnished  free 
automobiles  for  the  use  of  the  stars  dur- 
ing the  premiere. 

For  the  big  parade  the  American  Legion 
furnished  bands  and  drum  and  bugle  corps 
while  Mayor  Talcott  of  Waukegan  sent  a 
band  to  Chicago  to  represent  Jack  Benny’s 
home  town  in  the  festivities. 

The  North  West  Mountie  touch  was  no- 
ticeable throughout  the  city.  Six  State 
Street  Council  members  donned  mountie 
uniforms  for  a picture  which  cracked  nu- 
merous papers.  Some  of  the  25  Mountie 
uniforms  shipped  to  Chicago  were  used 
in  department  store  windows,  while  the 
others  were  worn  by  horsemen  who  pa- 
raded around  the  loop. 

The  focal  point  of  the  premiere  was 
“The  Bridge  of  Stars,”  a huge  wooden 
ramp  built  on  State  Street  connecting  the 
Chicago  and  State-Lake  theatres.  It  was 
from  this  point  the  stars  made  their  per- 
sonal appearances  before  the  fans  who 
could  not  get  tickets  for  the  opening  per- 
formance. A 20x40-foot  sign  directly  over 
the  Bridge  of  Stars  calling  attention  to 
the  premiere  was  another  piece  of  exploi- 
tation work  that  attracted  the  attention  of 
countless  fans. 

Paramount  took  shots  of  the  premiere 
and  these  were  incorporated  in  the  regu- 
lar newsreel  release. 


Gloria  Jean  Guest  Star 

Chicago — Gloria  Jean,  Universal’s  sing- 
ing starlet,  appeared  as  a guest  star 
Thursday  on  the  popular  radio  feature, 
“The  Quiz  Kids,”  over  Station  WMAQ. 
Her  participation  was  part  of  a personal 
appearance  tour  arranged  for  the  young 
star  in  connection  with  the  showing  of  the 
Joe  Pasternak  production,  “A  Little  Bit  of 
Heaven,”  in  which  Gloria  Jean  stars. 


j[^ATEST  figures  at  Telenews  Theatre 
where  a “button  poll”  is  being  conduct- 
ed till  election  time  gave  Roosevelt  34,321 
and  Willkie  30,208  . . . “The  Baker’s  Wife,” 
which  is  being  exploited  here  by  Irving 
Tomback,  is  now  in  its  fourth  week  at 
the  World  Playhouse  . . . Paramount  pho- 
tographer Martin  Barnett  and  Sound-man 
W.  M.  Robertson  took  newsreel  shots  on 
Filmrow  of  Leroi  G.  Nottoli,  one  of  Chi- 
cago’s first  draftees. 

David  LiptOTi,  Universal  publicity  head, 
gave  a party  for  Gloria  Jean  at  Stevens 
Hotel  last  Tuesday.  Starlet  was  here  for 
guest  appearance  on  “Quiz  Kids”  radio 
program.  From  Chicago,  Lipton  and  Gloria 
Jean  went  to  the  youngster’s  birthplace  in 
Buffalo  and  then  to  Providence.  Louis 
Davidson  of  Universal’s  New  York  public- 
ity staff  is  slated  to  continue  the  youth- 
ful soprano’s  personal  appearances  at 
Lowell,  Mass.;  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  Syracuse; 
New  York  City;  Scrayiton — where  she  was 
brought  up;  and  Wilkes  Barre.  The  young 
star’s  mother  and  sister  also  are  making 
the  trip. 

W.  K.  Hollander,  publicity  director  of 
Balaban  & Katz,  and  Art  Catlin,  United 


Hoefler  in  Chicago  P.  A, 
With  "Leopard  Men" 

Chicago — Dr.  Paul  L.  Hoefler,  producer 
of  “Leopard  Men  of  Africa,”  spent  several 
days  in  Chicago  in  connection  with  the 
local  showing  of  his  film  at  the  Studio. 
During  his  four-day  stay,  he  made  several 
radio  appearances  as  well  as  personal  ap- 
pearances at  the  Studio  Theatre  in  con- 
nection with  his  film. 

Dr.  Hoefler,  who  also  produced  “Africa 
Speaks,”  was  handled  in  Chicago  by  Rose- 
mary Wayne,  well-known  local  radio  com- 
mentator. Miss  Wayne  interviewed  the 
doctor  on  her  “Smart  Set”  program  over 
WJJD  and  also  arranged  an  interview  for 
Dr.  Hoefler  over  WAAF.  In  addition.  Miss 
Wayne  introduced  the  explorer  at  his 
Studio  Theatre  personal  appearances.  Dr. 
Hoefler  left  Chicago  for  Gallup,  N.  M., 
to  film  a new  picture.  He  told  Boxoffice 
that  he  could  not  make  any  more  pictures 
in  Africa  because  of  conditions  arising 
from  the  European  war. 


"Life  With  Father"  Film 
Version  Is  Deferred 

Chicago — The  legit  hit,  “Life  With 
Father,”  will  not  be  made  into  a picture 
for  at  least  two  more  years,  according 
to  Oscar  Serlin,  producer  of  the  show, 
who  was  in  Chicago  recently.  Serlin  told 
Boxoffice  that  he  would  not  permit  film- 
ing of  “Life  With  Father”  until  all  pos- 
sible sources  of  revenue  on  the  stage  have 
been  exhausted.  Serlin  said  he  turned 
down  a cash  offer  of  $350,000  from  one 
of  the  major  film  companies  for  film  rights 
to  the  play. 

The  former  Paramount  producer  now 
has  three  companies  of  “Life  With  Father” 
doing  capacity  business.  In  Chicago  the 
play  is  now  in  its  34th  week.  In  Boston, 
another  company  is  playing  a top  business, 
and  in  New  York  it  is  now  celebrating  its 
first  full  year  at  the  Empire  Theatre. 


Artists  publicist  here,  gave  a luncheon 
for  the  press  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel  dur- 
ing Charlie  Chaplin’s  one-day  stay  here 
last  Wednesday  . . . A1  Simon  says  that 
out-of-town  exhibitors,  as  well  as  local 
men  who  patronize  his  restaurant,  can  park 
their  cars  free  at  the  parking  lot  at  the 
corner  of  14th  and  Wabash  . . . Dale  Mac- 
Farland,  city  manager  of  Tri-States  Thea- 
tress  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  attended  the 
premiere  of  “North  West  Mounted  Police.” 
Lou  Hochstrasser,  theatre  editor  of  the 
Davenport  Daily  Times,  and  Harriet  Jean- 
nes, theatre  editor  of  Rock  Island  Argus, 
also  were  here  for  the  premiere. 

Two  Didiana-Illinois  managers  are  “rest- 
ing comfortably”  following  7iew  parent- 
hood. Art  Wartha,  manager  of  the  Elco, 
Ekhart,  Did.,  was  blessed  with  boy,  Jerry 
Alan,  and  Roy  Hanson,  manager  of  the 
Jefferson  in  Goshen,  Did.,  was  blessed  with 
girl,  Mary  Susan. 

Paramount  screened  “Arise,  My  Love” 
for  exhibitors  at  the  Esquire  Theatre  on 
Wednesday  . . . Larry  Stein  reports  ticket 
sales  are  brisk  for  the  Warner  Employes 
Club  dinner  dance  to  be  held  at  the  Mor- 
rison Hotel  the  latter  part  of  November. 


Two  Suits  Against  Para't 
B6rK,  Are  Marking  Time 

Chicago — Two  suits  against  Paramount 
and  Balaban  & Katz  have  been  postponed. 
The  criminal  suit  which  the  U.  S.  govern- 
ment is  prosecuting  has  been  deferred  until 
settlement  of  the  New  York  consent  de- 
cree case  while  the  civil  suit  in  which 
Adelphi  Theatre  and  other  independent 
exhibitors  are  plaintiffs  has  been  post- 
poned until  the  new  judge,  William  T. 
Campbell,  has  had  time  to  read  up  on  facts 
of  the  case. 


A Story  for  Columbia 

Hollywood — “Pack  Up  Your  Troubles,” 
an  original  story  by  Carleton  Brown  and 
Taylor  Caven,  has  been  purchased  by  Co- 
lumbia. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor 

CHICAGO 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

WE  PRINT  EVERYTHING  THEATRICAL 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3458 
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Battle  of  Bingo  Flares  Again 


(<-■  

Sussman  Host  to 


In  Milwaukee  Before  Election 


Milwaukee — The  battle  of  Bingo  again 
flared  into  the  open  here  when  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  drum  corps  leased 
the  Balm  Frei  Hall,  against  which  Cir- 
cuit Judge  Charles  L.  Aarons  had  issued 
an  injunction  last  November  on  complaint 
of  Charles  W.  Trampe,  local  exhibitor  and 
head  of  Film  Service,  Inc.,  and  reopened 
the  hall  to  Bingo. 

Police  promptly  secured  evidence  which 
it  turned  over  to  Dist.  Atty.  Herbert  J. 
Steffes,  who  in  turn  referred  the  matter  to 
Judge  Aarons.  The  latter  promptly  tossed 
the  case  back  into  the  lap  of  Dist.  Atty. 
Steffes  with  the  comment  that  a “judge 
cannot  be  both  prosecutor  and  judge.” 

Judge  Aarons,  whose  injunction  was  up- 
held by  the  state  supreme  court  in  Janu- 
ary, said  in  reply  to  Steffes  that  “if  there 
exists  any  wrong  for  which  a remedy  is 
sought,  it  is  the  function  of  the  district 
attorney  in  criminal  matters,  or  other  at- 
torneys representing  aggrieved  parties  in 
civil  matters,  to  institute  proceedings. 

“It  then  becomes  the  function  of  the 
court  to  hear  both  sides  and  thereafter  to 
pass  upon  the  issues.  District  attorneys 
who  understand  their  duties  do  not  send 
policemen  or  others  to  a judge  when 
they  are  considering  the  matter  of  vio- 
lation of  criminal  laws. 

“And  judges  who  understand  their  duties 
do  not  discuss  with  policemen  or  others 
matters  which  may  come  before  the  court.” 

In  the  light  of  the  coming  election,  the 
subject  is  a particularly  timely  one  and 
several  opposing  candidates  have  taken 


Promotions,  Transiers  at 
National  Screen  OHices 

Chicago — Several  changes  have  taken 
place  at  midwestern  offices  of  National 
Screen.  Johnny  Mednikow,  Chicago  sales- 
man, on  October  28,  became  manager  of 
the  company’s  Milwaukee  office,  succeed- 
ing Lou  Patts.  Patts  has  been  transfer- 
red to  Des  Moines  where  he  succeeds  Chick 
Friedman  who  is  reported  going  to  the 
west  coast  to  go  in  business  for  himself. 

Roy  Alexander,  who  has  been  covering 
the  Illinois  territory  for  National  Screen, 
replaces  Mednikow  as  city  salesman  on 
Chicago’s  north  side,  while  Arthur  Phillips, 
formerly  a salesman  at  the  Indianapolis 
branch,  has  rejoined  the  firm  in  Chicago 
as  successor  to  Alexander. 


I-I  Theatres  Will  Hold 
Conscriptees'  Jobs 

Indianapolis — Alex  Manta,  president, 
and  Jack  Rose,  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Indiana-Illinois  Theatres,  Inc.,  with  head- 
quarters in  Chicago  and  operating  several 
theatres  in  northern  Indiana,  have  an- 
nounced that  their  employes  will  receive 
two  weeks’  salaries  and  continue  to  re- 
ceive payments  for  group  insurance  dur- 
ing the  tenure  of  military  service  whether 
they  enlist  or  are  called  by  conscription. 
They  have  also  been  assured  of  their  po- 
sitions on  their  return  from  service. 


stands  on  the  matter. 

Martin  J.  Brennan,  Democratic  candi- 
date for  district  attorney,  has  declared  in 
campaign  speeches  that  “gambling”  is  one 
of  the  chief  issues  in  the  district  attorney’s 
race. 

“The  insidious  playing  of  Bingo  flour- 
ishes unchecked  in  every  place  in  Milwau- 
kee county  that  throws  up  the  camouflage 
of  ‘for  charitable  or  religious  purposes’; 
lotteries  and  the  ‘numbers  racket’  still  take 
away  the  pennies,  nickels  and  dimes  of  the 
poor  and  needy,”  he  charged. 

On  the  other  hand,  Oscar  Nebel,  pro- 
gressive nominee  for  district  attorney,  has 
declared  in  a campaign  address  that  if  he 
is  elected,  he  will  ask  the  legislature  to 
amend  the  laws  so  that  non-commercial 
Bingo  would  be  legal. 

Such  an  amendment,  he  said,  would 
benefit  the  public  and  would  benefit  law 
enforcement  officials  by  eliminating  a 
situation  which  is  unfair  to  them.  He  de- 
clared that  the  public  wants  Bingo  when 
the  games  are  not  operated  as  commercial 
gambling. 

Pending  before  the  local  courts  is  an- 
other action  brought  by  Trampe  to  force 
the  American  Luther  Ass’n  to  discontinue 
Bingo.  Despite  the  pending  action,  the 
organization  is  continuing  the  games. 

Another  angle  on  the  local  war  against 
gambling  is  being  waged  by  Aid.  John 
A.  Schultz,  common  council  license  com- 
mittee chairman,  who  is  seeking  to  deter- 
mine whether  clubhouses  of  veteran  and 
other  groups  can  be  taxed  for  at  least 
that  portion  operated  as  public  places. 


LAUREL  & HARDY  head  a Hollywood 
revue  that  opened  a week’s  engagement 
at  Fanchon  & Marco’s  Fox  Fi’iday  . . . 
Continuous  showings  at  increased  prices 
is  the  policy  for  the  local  engagement  of 
Charlie  Chaplin’s  “The  Great  Dictator” 
which  opened  a run  at  Loew’s  Thursday. 
Admission  scale  for  all  evenings,  including 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  is  $1.10,  with  75 
cents  the  matinee  price  and  28  cents  for 
children  at  all  times.  Prices  include  fed- 
eral and  state  taxes. 

UA  held  a special  trade  showing  of  “The 
Thief  of  Bagdad”  at  the  Esquire  . . . Miss 
Marguerite  Grace  and  Mrs.  Fred  G.  Car- 
penter are  directmg  the  membership  drive 
of  St.  Louis’  Little  Theatre  . . . Chester 
Vickery,  treasurer  of  Loew’s,  celebrated 
his  28th  birthday  by  working. 

“The  Little  Foxes”  with  Tallulah  Bank- 
head,  grossed  $16,800  in  eight  perform- 
ances at  the  American.  House  was  scaled 
to  $2.80  . . . Henry  King  and  his  Or- 
chestra have  opened  a three-week  engage- 
ment at  the  Hotel  Chase. 


Submit  Films  to  Court 

Indianapolis — An  innovation  in  suomit- 
ting  evidence  in  Marion  county  courts  was 
made  last  week  when  films  were  introduced 
by  Harry  G.  Templeton,  defendant  in  an 
automobile  accident  charge. 


The  Militia 

Chicago — Ludwig  Sussman,  owner  of 
the  Adelphi  Theatre,  neighborhood  house, 
is  inviting  all  members  of  United  States 
military  forces  to  come  to  the  theatre 
free  of  charge.  Says  Sussman:  "Your 
uniform  is  your  pass."  The  Fort  Sheri- 
dan Army  post  and  Great  Lakes  Naval 
Training  station  are  located  on  Chicago’s 
north  shore.  Trailer,  made  by  Filmack 
Trailer  Co.,  is  being  used  as  invitation. 

VS-  U 

Ninth  Annual  Warner  Club 
Party  Set  for  Nov.  29 

Chicago — Tlie  ninth  annual  Warner 
Bros.  Club  Party  will  be  held  at  the  Ter- 
race Gardens  of  the  Morrison  Hotel  on 
November  29,  according  to  Larry  Stein, 
president  of  the  Warner  employes’  group. 
Two  bands,  Tony  Cabot’s,  and  a rhumba 
orchestra,  as  yet  unselected,  will  furnish 
the  music.  Herbert  Wheeler,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  entertainment,  promises  there 
will  be  “something  doing”  from  10  p.  m. 
until  the  party  breaks  up  at  4 a.  m.  Tickets 
for  the  party,  which  is  informal,  are  $2.50 
per  person  and  can  be  purchased  by  calling 
Warner  Theatres  at  Calumet  7160. 


St.  Louis  Independents 
Sign  With  Local  143 

St.  Louis — Fred  Wehrenberg,  president 
of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  announces  that 
local  independent  theatre  owners  have 
signed  a new  two-year  wage  scale  and 
working  agreement  with  Local  143  which, 
in  effect,  continues  for  another  two  years 
the  contract  that  expired  August  31.  It 
is  anticipated  the  projectionists  will  ratify 
the  new  contract  when  it  comes  before 
them  at  their  next  regular  meeting. 


A Grandfather 

St.  Louis — Fred  Wehrenberg,  president 
of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  is  now  a grand- 
father. A boy  was  born  to  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Paul  Krueger,  at  St.  Anthony’s  Hos- 
pital. The  baby  will  be  named  Ronald 
Krueger.  His  father  is  manager  of  the 
Southway  and  Lemay  theatres,  two  units 
in  the  Wehrenberg  chain. 


Abandons  Swedish  Films 

Chicago — After  running  Swedish  pic- 
tures at  the  Julian  for  more  than  five 
years,  Essaness  has  abandoned  them  for 
regular  double  features  and  short  subjects. 
Lack  of  product  due  to  war  conditions  was 
blamed  for  the  discontinuance. 


Lose  Weekend  Receipts 
Indianapolis — A lone  gunman  robbed  the 
Indiana  Theatre  of  its  weekend  receipts 
Sunday  night  after  binding  Ken  Collins, 
manager,  and  four  employes  in  the  mana- 
ger’s office.  The  robbery  occurred  short- 
ly before  10:30  p.  m.  while  hundreds  of 
patrons  were  watching  the  picture. 


Lydon  as  "Bowery  Boy" 

Hollywood — Republic  has  borrowed 
Jimmy  Lydon,  juvenile  actor,  from  RKO 
for  the  title  role  in  “Bowery  Boy.”  Armand 
Schaefer  will  produce. 
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Factory  Employment 
Climbs  in  Indiana 


Indianapolis — The  estimated  number  of 
wage  earners  employed  in  Indiana  manu- 
facturing industries  in  mid-September  was 
320,623.  This  number  constituted  the  great- 
est volume  of  manufacturing  employment 
since  October,  1937,  and  exceeded  by  near- 
ly 25,000  the  1939  peak  of  last  December. 

Prom  mid-August  to  mid-September  fac- 
tory employment  increased  by  17,605  wage 
earners,  or  5.8  per  cent.  Average  weekly 
factory  pay  rolls  increased  more  than 
$570,000,  or  7.2  per  cent,  to  reach  a level 
of  $8,543,000  per  week  in  September. 

Seasonal  indices  for  Indiana  manufac- 
turing industries,  based  on  experience  from 
1930  to  1935,  inclusive,  show  that  an  em- 
ployment increase  of  only  3.6  per  cent  is 
considered  normal  from  August  to  Sep- 
tember. 

A few  refinements  in  the  statistical 
methods  have  been  made  to  improve  the 
accuracy  of  the  estimates.  The  August  es- 
timates in  last  month’s  report  were  revised 
slightly  before  September  data  were  com- 
puted. These  changes  are  explained  later 
in  this  article. 

The  primary  movements  this  year  were 
not  normal.  'The  canning  industry,  which 
usually  contributes  a major  portion  of  the 
August  and  September  employment  in- 
creases was  seriously  retarded  this  season 
by  dry  weather.  On  the  other  hand  the 
heavy  industries  expanded  rapidly  because 
of  the  influences  of  export  orders  and  the 
National  Defense  Program.  A few  indus- 
tries have  built  or  are  building  plant  ad- 
ditions to  meet  the  increased  demands  for 
their  products. 

An  unusual  feature  in  current  develop- 
ments was  the  fact  that  the  percentage 
increase  in  pay  rolls  exceeded  that  of  em- 
ployment in  manufacturing  industries. 
Normally,  the  reverse  is  true  because  can- 
ning factories  provide  a major  portion  of 
the  employment  increase.  This  year  the 
average  hourly  earnings  of  factory  workers 
actually  increased  slightly  from  August  to 
September.  In  part,  this  increase  was  at- 
tributable to  a considerable  increase  in  the 
amount  of  overtime  work  in  September, 
particularly  in  the  higher  paid  occupations. 


Although  further  expansions  are  in  pros- 
pect for  most  manufacturing  industries  as 
the  National  Defense  Program  gains  mo- 
mentum, decreases  in  total  employment 
may  be  expected  for  the  next  month  or 
two  because  of  seasonal  influences.  It  will 
take  at  least  two  months  for  other  manu- 
facturing industries  to  expand  sufficiently 
to  offset  the  loss  of  employment  by  some 
15,000  cannery  workers,  even  if  present 
rates  of  increase  are  continued. 

New  Industry  Added 

Before  the  September  estimates  were 
computed,  a few  significant  changes  were 
made  in  the  method  of  estimating. 

One  new  industry,  engines,  was  added  to 
the  list  of  industries  on  which  estimates 
are  based.  This  change  was  made  to  give 
weight  to  some  of  the  newer  defense  in- 
dustries in  which  there  has  been  a phe- 
nomenal growth. 

An  improvement  also  has  been  made  in 
the  method  of  computing  estimates  for  the 
canning  industry,  so  as  to  compensate  for 
the  employment  increases  in  plants  which 
operate  only  during  the  packing  season 
and  which  are  not  sufficiently  represented 
in  the  sample  group  which  submits  month- 
ly reports.  Canning  estimates  for  the  peak 
season  now  are  computed  on  the  basis  of 
yearly  rather  than  monthly  comparisons 
of  reports.  The  new  method  shows  a loss 
of  34.0  per  cent  in  canning  employment 
from  August,  1939,  to  August,  1940,  while 
the  previous  method  showed  a loss  of  55.6 
per  cent. 

August  estimates  for  the  cement,  glass, 
baking  and  soap  manufacturing  groups  also 
were  corrected  to  show  significant  changes 
evidenced  in  reports  submitted  too  late  to 
be  included  in  the  regular  August  com- 
pilations. 

As  a result  of  all  of  these  revisions, 
August  estimates  for  all  manufacturing  in- 
dustries became,  employment,  303,018; 
weekly  pay  rolls.  $7,971,678;  and  weekly 
employe  hours,  11,629,831.  The  revisions 
for  any  individual  industry  may  be  ob- 
tained by  addressing  an  inquiry  to  the 
Research  and  Statistics  Section  of  the  Un- 
employment Compensation  Division. 

Although  revised  methods  resulted  in  in- 
creasing the  total  manufacturing  estimates 
for  both  August  and  September,  the  re- 
lationship between  the  months  was  altered 
very  little.  The  method  formerly  used 
showed  an  increase  of  17,841  in  manufac- 
turing employment,  while  the  new  method 
showed  an  increase  of  17,605  for  the  period. 


WIllIllLWAlUlilflIElE 


J^AWRENCE  BROWN  opened  his  News- 
reel Theatre,  the  former  Little  Theatre, 
here,  October  26.  Programs  run  one  hour 
and  admission  is  two  bits  any  time  . . . 
The  Drive-In  west  of  the  city  closed  Octo- 
ber 20  . . . Edmund  Lowe  and  Ann  Dvorak, 
who  played  the  Riverside  here  the  week  of 
October  18,  played  a one-night  stand  at 
the  Bay  in  Green  Bay. 

“Blitzkrieg  in  Poland”  connected  for  a 
record  three-week  run  at  the  German  Kino 
here  . . . Charles  Koehler,  operator  of 
Astor  Pictures  exchange  here,  has  nego- 
tiated to  distribute  ten  two-reel  modern- 
ized Charlie  Chaplin  films  made  to  con- 
form to  the  9Q-feet-a-minute  running 
time  with  music  and  sound  effects.  “The 
Paperhanger”  is  the  first  release,  Charlie 
reports. 

Fred  Brown  has  installed  two  new  pro- 
jectors in  his  Plymouth  at  Plymouth  . . . 
The  Tosa  in  Wauwatosa  is  closed  for  reno- 
vations. The  house  was  recently  acquired 
by  Marcus  & Svernoff  from  Ross  Bald- 
win and  several  thousand  dollars  will  be 


spent  in  its  modernization  . . . The  Strand 
at  Manitowoc  offered  “San  Francisco”  as 
an  “Encore  Night”  attraction  at  admissions 
reduced  to  20  cents  from  40  cents. 

Children  of  St.  Michael’s  Orphanage  were 
guests  of  the  Rivoli  in  La  Crosse  for  the 
flicker,  “Knute  Rockne — All  American”  . . . 
Helen  Gahagan  Douglas,  wife  of  Melvyn 
Douglas,  was  in  Milwaukee  campaigning 
in  behalf  of  President  Roosevelt’s  re- 
election  . . . The  Grengs  Amusement  Co., 
Spooner,  has  taken  over  the  Parkway  at 
Greenwood  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Ken- 
yon. Clarence  McDonald  has  been  named 
manager  of  the  house,  which  has  been 
renovated. 

The  International  Brotherhood  of  Elec- 
trical Workers,  Local  B-1169,  has  gone  on 
record  opposing  any  legislation  to  provide 
Wisconsin  with  daylight  saving  time  . . . 
John  Bartzen,  a member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Strand  Theatre  Corp.,  died 
last  week  at  his  home  in  Sheboygan.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  sons  and  a 
daughter. 


Kids  Have  Big  Time 
Before  Hallowe'en 


Milwaukee — For  hundreds  of  youngsters 
in  Wisconsin,  October  26  was  a big  day 
what  with  many  theatres  staging  special 
Hallowe’en  parties  for  the  kiddies. 

Locally,  Wamer-Saxe  staged  parties  at 
its  Garfield,  Uptown,  Modjeska,  National, 
Egyptian,  Milwaukee,  Parkway,  Savoy, 
Juneau  and  Lake  theatres  with  taffy  ap- 
ples given  to  all  those  attending.  Parties 
included  a Hallowe’en  costume  parade  and 
games  with  prizes  for  the  winners. 

H.  J.  Mirisch’s  Tower  and  Oriental  of- 
fered an  18-unit  Hallowe’en  Jamboree  with 
five  cartoons.  Our  Gang  comedy,  eight  con- 
tests, costume  parades  and  free  Hallowe’en 
masks. 

In  Janesville,  the  Beverly  and  Jeffris 
both  staged  parties.  The  former  offered 
free  popcorn  and  apples,  conducted  con- 
tests and  gave  prizes  for  the  best  cos- 
tumes. The  latter  presented  free  cara- 
mel-nut taffy  apples  and  offered  three 
coaster  wagons  as  prizes  as  well  as  cash 
and  theatre  tickets  for  awards  in  a va- 
riety of  stage  contests. 

The  Fox  in  Marinette  advertised  “30 
cents  worth  of  fun  for  all  boys  and  girls 
up  to  15,  for  10  cents.”  Free  Tootsie  rolls 
were  given  all  attending  in  addition  to 
prizes  to  winners  in  various  contests.  Fox’s 
Uptown  in  Racine  provided  a 4 1/2 -hour 
show  at  10-cent  admissions  with  free 
doughnuts  and  apples  to  all  attending. 

Other  houses  offering  special  features 
for  the  occasion  included  the  Roosevelt 
and  Orpheum  in  Kenosha;  Capitol  in 
Madison  and  the  Rex  and  Sheboygan  in 
Sheboygan. 


FOR  YOUR  BUSINESS 
OR  PLEASURE  TRIP  TO 


ST.IOUIS 


Directly  opposite  beautiful 
Forest  Pork  ...convenient 
transportation  to  all  parts 
of  greater  St.  Louis ...  Ac- 
commodations featuring 
luxurious  comfort  at  rea- 
sonable rates.  Fine  food. 
COOL  SPACIOUS  ROOMS 
AIR  CONDITIONED 
DINING  ROOMS 
CROWN  COCKTAIL  LOUNGE 
ROOMS  WITH  6 O 
PRIVATE  BATH  from’’^  C 
KINGS  HIGHWAY  AT  W.  PINE 
I K BRYAN, 'MGR 


HOTEL 

RINGS^WM 
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: What  Price  Publicity  : 

— ^ 

Indianapolis — With  due  apologies  to  the 
sages,  one  entitled  to  meditate  “What 
availeth  it  a man  if  he  gain  publicity  and 
loseth  his  comfort,”  is  John  Peterson, 
helmsman  of  the  Uptown. 

For  Peterson  has  indeed  gained  public- 
ity— nor  are  we  unaware  that  publicity 
has  a cash-in  value — yet  again  what  avail- 
eth it  a man  when  he  may  no  longer  sit 
at  ease  nor  walk  with  grace. 

Peterson,  like  all  mortals,  has  his  quota 
of  admiration  for  the  charmed  life:  and 
adding  to  his  mortality  the  quality  of 
showmanship,  Peterson  knows,  too,  that 
events  and  conditions  can  be  arranged. 

Accordingly,  when  “The  Return  of  Frank 
James”  came  along,  Peterson’s  showman- 
ship galvanized  his  aforementioned  ad- 
miration for  the  charmed  life,  and  he  ar- 
ranged with  the  local  police  to  permit  him 
to  stage  a “robbery”  of  his  own  Uptown 
Theatre. 

Attired  in  the  regalia  of  a James;  flour- 
ishing a pair  of  six-shooters,  and  mounted 
upon  a steed,  Peterson  enjoyed  the  charm- 
ed life,  and  unmolested,  perpetrated  the 
daring  holdup  to  the  edification  of  poten- 
tial patrons. 

But  though  a kind  Providence  forgive 
our  sins;  and  a tipped-off  police  force  ig- 
nore our  sins,  there  is  still  a “destiny 
that  shapes  our  ends,”  and  destiny  in  this 
case  came  in  the  shape  of  the  horse  upon 
whose  back  Peterson  entrusted  his  end. 
For  today,  comfort  in  his  sitting,  and 
grace  in  his  walking  are  temporarily  denied 
Peterson — albeit  publicity  is  not. 


Dick  SachseVs  Son,  Leo, 
First  Filmrow  Volunteer 


Chicago — First  man  on  Filmrow  to  an- 
swer the  country’s  call  to  colors  is  Leo 
Sachsel,  son  of  Dick  Sachsel.  film  sales- 
man. Young  Sachsel  is  currently  in  a hos- 
pital at  Fort  Bliss,  Tex.,  where  he  is  suf- 
fering from  dysentery.  Leo  would  appre- 
ciate a call  from  Texas  exhibitors  near 
Fort  Bliss. 

Babe  Barron,  associated  with  Henri  El- 
man, president  of  Capitol-Monogram  Pic- 
tures, expects  to  see  active  service  in  Ten- 
nessee after  the  first  of  the  year.  Barron 
is  a lieutenant  in  the  33rd  division,  which 
is  commanded  by  General  Samuel  T.  Law- 
ton.  Barron  will  be  absent  from  Filmrow 
for  a year. 

U,  S.  Dam  Project  Makes 
Reconstruction  Necessary 

Greenville,  Mo. — The  200-seat  Green- 
ville, this  town's  only  theatre,  is  to  be 
reconstructed  about  a mile  from  its  pres- 
ent location  because  the  tovmsite,  as  it 
now  is,  will  be  under  many  feet  of  water 
when  the  federal  government  completes 
the  Wappapello  Dam. 

Grishaber  & Bollinger,  owners  of  the 
Greenville,  are  negotiating  with  govern- 
ment agents  on  the  amount  of  damages 
to  be  allowed  on  the  theatre  property. 


A New  Armstrong 

Charleston,  III. — The  family  of  Dale 
Armstrong,  chief  projectionist  at  the  Will 
Rogers  Theatre,  has  been  increased  by  one. 
The  little  lady  has  been  named  Betty  Ann. 
Mrs.  Armstrong  formerly  was  cashier  at 
the  Lincoln  here. 


'F — 

: Brigham  Could  Learn  : 

^ 

Chicago  — Henri  Elman,  president  of 
Capitol-Monogram  Pictures,  is  sending  out 
a “gag”  chain-letter  to  numerous  friends. 
It  reads:  “This  chain  was  started  in  Reno 
in  the  hope  of  bringing  happiness  to  all 
tired  business  men.  Unlike  most  chains, 
this  one  doesn’t  cost  you  money.  Simply 
send  a copy  of  this  letter  to  five  male 
friends.  Then  bundle  up  your  wife  and 
send  her  to  the  fellow  whose  name  heads 
the  list.  When  your  name  works  to  the 
top,  you  will  in  turn  receive  15,174  gor- 
geous girls.  HAVE  FAITH  . . . DO  NOT 
BREAK  THE  CHAIN  . . . One  man  broke 
the  chain  and  he  got  his  wife  back.” 

Those  receiving  the  letter  were:  Bert 
Mayers,  Johnnie  Jones,  Jules  J.  Rubens, 
Grad  Sears,  Joe  Leo,  Carl  Leserman,  Clyde 
Eckliardt,  Wm.  Gehring,  Jack  Schlaifer, 
S.  J.  Gregory,  Rube  Jackter,  John  Bala- 
ban,  Harry  Cohn,  Jack  Cohn  Barney  Bal- 
aban.  Jack  Dietz,  James  Coston,  Van  Nom- 
ikos,  Scotty  Dunlap,  Donald  Halper,  Ray 
Johnston,  Harry  Kapit,  Eddie  Silverman, 
Abe  Kaufman,  Alex  Halperin,  Matty  Fox, 
Mayor  Kelly,  William  Fitelson  and  Jack 
Kirsch. 


Tax  Yields  More 

Jefferson  City — Missouri’s  two  per  cent 
sales  tax  nicked  its  public  for  $1,912,046  in 
September,  a gain  of  $110,350  compared 
with  last  year.  Collections  for  the  first 
nine  months  totaled  $17,857,575,  an  in- 
crease of  $1,405,806  over  that  period  in 
1939. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON,  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.5u 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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Melro  Concessions 
Reported  by  Strom 


Minneapolis — Considerable  progress  is 
claimed  by  Northwest  Allied  in  obtaining 
the  “relief”  for  the  territory’s  independ- 
ent exhibitors  which  has  been  sought  from 
M-G-M  in  conferences  with  W.  P.  Rodgers, 
J.  J.  Flynn  and  W.  H.  Workman. 

Fred  Strom,  executive  secretary,  is  tak- 
ing up  exhibitor  grievances  individually 
with  M-G-M,  it’s  announced.  As  the  re- 
sult of  various  conferences,  many  differ- 
ences already  have  been  ironed  out,  Strom 
says.  Definite  benefits  have  accrued  to 
exhibitors  involved,  according  to  him. 

The  film  price  situation,  however,  still 
has  much  room  left  for  improvement, 
Strom  admits,  and  it’s  hoped  the  fight  for 
lower  rentals  will  bear  greater  fruit.  For 
the  most  part,  he  says,  the  new-season 
product  is  being  bought  at  about  the  same 
figures  as  those  of  last  year.  In  some 
instances,  reductions  and  concessions  have 
been  secured,  according  to  Strom. 

One  of  the  more  important  exhibitors 
in  the  territory  has  obtained  cuts  and 
had  three  and  five-day  rims  written  into 
his  contract,  instead  of  the  former  two  and 
three  days,  at  no  raise  in  rentals,  Strom 
asserts. 

The  distributors  assert  that,  except  for 
North  and  South  Dakota,  where  business 
is  “a  little  slow,”  selling  is  proceeding 
normally.  Northwest  Allied  efforts  haven’t 
deterred  buying  to  any  noticeable  extent, 
they  claim. 

These  distributors  deny  charges  of  a 
“frame  up”  to  give  the  absent  treatment 
to  certain  Northwest  Allied  leaders  who 
have  been  most  active  in  the  scrap  for 
lower  film  rentals.  These  leaders  say  their 
business  isn’t  being  solicited. 

Tri-State  Cooperation 
Fostered  by  Allied 

Minneapolis — Minnesota  and  North  Da- 
kota independent  exhibitors,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  those  of  northwestern  Wiscon- 
sin on  the  other  will  be  brought  closer 
together  for  greater  cooperation  as  the 
result  of  action  taken  at  a meeting  of 
Wisconsin  Allied  at  Wisconsin  Rapids.  The 
meeting  was  attended  by  President  E.  L. 
Peaslee,  Treasurer  Sol  Lebedoff  and  Ex- 
ecutive Secretary  Fred  Strom  of  Northwest 
Allied. 

An  arrangement  will  be  perfected  so  that 
Minnesota  and  northwestern  Wisconsin 
independent  exhibitors  can  belong  to  both 
the  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  branches  of 
Allied  and  thus  attend  meetings  in  both 
states  and  work  together  better. 

Consent  Decree  Adoption 
Finds  Opponents  Calm 

Minneapolis — Although  Northwest  Allied 
has  been  bitter  in  its  opposition  to  the 
consent  decree,  its  adoption  seems  to  have 
created  no  consternation  among  Twin  City 
independent  exhibitors.  They  are  taking 
the  development  very  calmly  and,  appar- 
ently, hoping  for  the  best. 

Northwest  Allied  will  call  a meeting  the 
ensuing  week  to  discuss  the  development 
and  its  likely  effect  on  independent  ex- 
hibitors in  the  territory. 


Assignment  for  Romero 

Hollywood — First  assignment  for  Cesar 
Romero  at  20th-Fox  under  his  new  con- 
tract will  be  in  “Tall,  Dark  and  Hand- 
some.” 


^^Slot"  Films  Will  Be  Subject  to 
Same  Regulations  as  1 6mms 


(i  --  ■ 

Northwest  Allied  Aiter 
16mm  Competition 

Minneapolis — Northwest  Allied  has 
started  a campaign  to  have  16mm  films 
banned  from  night  clubs,  stores  and  other 
non-theatre  buildings.  An  effort  will  be 
made  to  get  a prohibitory  law  passed 
by  the  next  legislature.  The  narrow 
gauge  films  in  other  than  theatres  are 
declared  to  constitute  increasingly  serious 
opposition  for  the  showhouses. 

Fine  Cooperation  for 
Trade's  Big  Event 


Kansas  City — The  big  social  event  of  the 
trade’s  winter  season  in  Kansas  City, 
western  Missouri  and  Kansas  is  coming 
up  with  plenty  of  hands  to  give  it  polish 
and  zip.  In  other  words,  the  annual  Va- 
riety Club-Filmrow  Movie  Ball  for  char- 
ity is  only  three  weeks  off — Friday,  No- 
vember 22. 

Ticket  salesmen,  under  the  direction  of 
Chairman  Sam  Abend,  have  been  comb- 
ing the  bushes  for  three  weeks.  During  the 
one  past  Earl  Jameson,  general  chairman, 
unleashed  the  personnel  of  other  key  com- 
mittees who  are  working  down  the  stretch 
to  make  this  year’s  affair  the  biggest, 
brightest,  and  best  of  all. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  the  com- 
mittees, that  of  program,  has  been  placed 
in  charge  of  Homer  Blackwell,  who  has 
called  on  Jack  Gregory,  H.  J.  Griffith, 
Finton  Jones,  and  Leo  Finkelstein,  to  help. 
As  last  year.  Ward  Scott  of  20th-Fox 
and  the  membership  of  the  Cinema  Club 
will  handle  decorations. 

Publicity  is  in  the  hands  of  Jay  Means, 
assisted  by  Arthur  Cole,  R.  R.  Biechele, 
Landon  Laird,  Jack  Moffitt,  Lowell  Law- 
rance,  Ben  Shlyen,  W.  P.  Bernfield  and 
Senn  Lawler. 

Jerry  Zigmond  and  Barney  Joffee  are 
planning  the  entertainment. 

George  Baker  heads  the  radio  and  news- 
paper advertising  group.  Aides  are  Don 
Davis,  Lee  Jones,  J.  W.  McConnell  of 
KMBC  and  Jack  Stewart,  KCMO. 

Tommy  Thompson,  Leo  Abraham  and 
Jim  Lewis  are  in  charge  of  table  reserva- 
tions. 


Like  Schenck,  They  Believe 
Good  Product  Is  the  Cure 

Kansas  City — G.  C.  Diamond  Enterprises 
held  a directors’  meeting  here  Tuesday, 
with  Gus  C.  Diamond,  Tilden  Dixon  of 
Crystal  City  and  St.  Clair,  Mo.,  and  Ben 
Adams  of  Eldorado,  Kas.,  attending. 

Queried  as  to  the  subject  of  the  meet- 
ing, Diamond  said  they  decided  Schenck 
was  right  when  he  said,  “There’s  nothing 
wrong  with  this  business  that  good  pictures 
won’t  cure.” 


Kansas  City — When  nickel-in-the-slot 
films  arrive  here  they  probably  will  be 
subject  to  the  same  license  fees,  censor- 
ship and  censorship  fees  as  16mm  film. 

The  Kansas  City  ordinance  covering  the 
licensing  of  music  boxes  and  other  coin- 
operated  devices  currently  is  being  revised 
by  the  finance  committee  of  the  city 
council.  Walter  Scott,  chairman,  indicat- 
ed the  $3.50  annual  levy  on  music  boxes 
would  probably  be  inserted  in  the  revised 
ordinance  in  terms  general  enough  to  ap- 
ply to  nickel-in-the-slot  films.  If,  after 
a year  or  so,  the  council  should  decide  a 
greater  or  smaller  fee  be  paid  on  the  new 
“minute  movies,”  then  the  fee  would  be 
changed  accordingly,  Scott  said. 

Both  Kansas  City  and  Kansas  state 
censors  believe  nickel-in-the-slot  films 
should  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations 
as  16mm  releases.  The  Kansas  board  of 
review  charges  the  same  price  for  re- 
viewing 16mm  films  as  for  35mm,  but  re- 
gards two  reels  as  one,  so  actually  16mm 
pays  half  price.  The  charge  is  $1  per  reel 
for  the  original  and  25  cents  per  reel 
for  subsequent  copies.  Where  a 16mm  is 
a remake  of  a 35mm  film  that  has  been 
through  censorship  and  paid  the  original 
censorship  fee,  only  the  copy  price  is 
charged.  In  Kansas  City  the  fee  is  50 
cents  a reel  for  an  original  16mm,  noth- 
ing for  subsequent  copies. 

Many  in  Twin  City  Trade 
Conscript  Eligibles 

Minneapolis — The  draft  may  play  havoc 
with  the  industry  here.  Many  film  sales- 
men and  other  exchange  employes  along 
with  some  exhibitors  are  within  the  age 
limit  and  may  be  called. 

It  was  reported  that  Harold  Lyons,  20th- 
Fox  salesman,  was  among  the  first  to  have 
his  number  drawn. 

Both  Sidney  and  Bill  Volk,  owners  of  an 
important  circuit  here,  are  subject  to  the 
draft.  So  are  Charlie  Rubenstein,  asso- 
ciated with  A.  A.  Kaplan  in  the  owner- 
ship of  several  large  Twin  City  neigh- 
borhood houses,  and  at  least  half  a dozen 
other  Twin  City  exhibitors,  including  Sol 
Torodor,  Martin  Lebedoff  and  Sol  Fisher. 

Lowell  Kaplan,  head  booker  for  the  Wel- 
worth  circuit,  and  Cliff  Gill,  exploitation 
head  for  that  chain,  along  with  Max 
Facter,  Pioneer  circuit  head  booker,  also 
are  registered  for  the  draft,  to  mention 
a few  of  many. 


Preparation  for  Recruits 
To  Boom  Junction  City 

Kansas  City — Preparation  for  army  re- 
cruits at  Fort  Riley,  Kas.,  is  expected  to 
boom  Junction  City.  An  estimated  7,000 
men  will  eventually  be  working  on  the 
job  of  constructing  facilities  for  recruits. 

H.  J.  Griffith,  head  of  H.  J.  Griffith 
Theatres,  Inc.,  which  operates  the  Junc- 
tion and  has  the  Cozy  at  Junction  City, 
announced  this  week  plans  are  definite  for 
a new  theatre  there  to  seat  between  650 
and  700  persons.  The  Cozy,  now  dark,  will 
be  remodeled  and  reopened  if  necessary. 

A.  W.  Heyl  operates  the  600-seat  Kaw 
at  Junction  City.  With  the  new  Griffith 
house,  the  town  will  have  about  2,500 
seats. 
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fjOMECOMING  WEEK:  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
prexy  of  20th  Century-Fox  pictures, 
who  hadn’t  been  in  Lincoln  since  he  used 
to  do  odd  jobs  while  working  his  way 
through  school  ( ’08 ) , came  in  for  a couple 
of  days  visiting  and  sat  with  J.  H.  Cooper, 
Lincoln  Theatres  Corp.  head,  at  the  Mis- 
souri-Nebraska  game  ...  I.  Mortimer  (Iz) 
Weiner,  and  frau  Lil,  box-seated,  picked 
the  spot  so  they  could  see  the  sluggin’  . . . 
Carl  Reese,  laying  off  line-bucking  Ne- 
braska exhibitors  blocking  for  Gene  Autry, 
had  seats  high  up  and  on  the  aisle  in  the 
Husker  stadium  . . . But  Fay  Honey  stayed 
home  in  Tecumseh  rooting  for  Wayne  Blue, 
a hometown  boy  and  somewhat  of  a full- 
back . . . John  Quinn,  late  owner  of  the 
Pilger,  in  Pilger,  but  since  sold  out,  came 
up  from  Kansas  City,  went  to  the  game 
on  a student  ticket.  Was  prepared  to  ex- 
plain, if  stopped,  that  although  he  hadn’t 
been  in  school  since  1933  he  didn’t  gradu- 
ate, so  was  technically  a student  still  (he 
did  graduate,  though) . 

Picture  of  a good  poker  player  will  he 
Boh  Livingston,  this  Tuesday  night. 
Whether  the  vote  is  for  or  against  his  can- 
didate. there’s  never  an  eye-lash  flicker 
from  him  . . . Fleeting  glimpse:  Sol  Yea- 
ger, full  flight  leaving  the  Lincoln  Hotel 
when  he  found  it  taken  over  hy  the  Bank- 
ers convention  . . . Rumor  has  it  that  Evert 
Cummings  cancelled  the  Louella  Parsons 
unit  when  he  heard  Binnie  Barnes  decided 
to  bring  husband  Mike  Frankovitch  along. 

Territory  of  the  midwest  edition  of 
Boxoffice  seems  to  be  the  springboard  for 
publicists.  H.  W.  “Speed”  Lambert  went 
to  the  coast,  bringing  Lou  Hellborn  on  in 
his  place.  Marty  Weiser,  who  hardly  got 
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himself  known  around  the  territory  for 
Warner,  was  moved  to  the  west  coast  in 
Sam  Clark’s  old  traveling  bailiwick.  And 
now.  Bill  Scholl  of  RKO  has  an  offer  to 
go  elsewhere  for  the  same  company  be- 
cause he’s  done  so  well. 

When  Joe  Louis  came  out  for  Willkie,  it 
influenced  Alvin  Heiidricks  to  do  likewise 
. . . W.  C.  "Lew”  Lewellen  doesn’t  have  to 
be  content  with  the  beauts  he  sees  on  the 
screen,  he  has  07ie  at  home  . . . Picture  of 
keeping  secrets:  Boxoffice  knew  Sidney 
Kent  was  coming  to  Lincoln  two  days  be- 
fore he  arrived,  yet  two  days  after  he 
came.  Bob  Huffman,  Charlie  Shire,  and 
Vinnie  DiFiore  were  still  playing  they 
knew  nothing  about  it.  Charlie  went  over- 
board so  far  trying  he  even  asked,  "who’s 
he?” 

Charlie  Lee,  Bowes  amateur  company 
manager,  ran  into  Ed  Vaughan  in  Greeley, 
Colo.,  he  said.  Reported  he  had  but  one 
girl  on  each  arm  this  time  . . . Sol  Francis 
note:  That  Slim  Andrews  who  plays  with 
Tex  Ritter  has  a lot  of  musical  tricks 
which  would  help  sell  those  westerns.  Look 
what  H.  J.  Yates  did  with  Smiley  Burnette 
when  he  let  him  stunt!  Why  not  tell  the 
the  home  office?  . . . Howard  Federer,  after 
watching  “Too  Many  Girls,”  said  some 
girls’  legs  are  for  props,  but  Ann  Miller’s 
are  for  whistles. 

What  manner  of  guy  is  Harvey  Traylor? 
When  other  boys  go  out  of  town,  they  en- 
trust their  girl  friends  to  him  for  safe- 
keeping . . . Mrs.  M.  E.  Lofgren  was  in 
from  York,  but  the  old  man  was  home 
keeping  the  theatre  running  . . . Metro’s 
Harris  P.  Wolfberg  of  Kansas  City  was  in 
apologizing  . . , Just  heard  Joe  Scott  tried 
to  get  the  prmt  of  "Brigham  Young”  ar- 
rested for  crossing  (in  the  picture)  from 
Iowa  into  Nebraska  as  an  exploitation 
stunt.  Tried  to  get  out  the  sheriff  on  a 
complaint  of  bigamy,  but  when  that  got 
him  nowhere,  tried  to  get  the  gendarmes  to 
bite  on  the  Mann  act. 


Arms  Plant  Building 
Plans  Cheer  Trade 


Kansas  City — Proposed  location  of  a 
plant  in  the  Kansas  City  district  by  the 
Remington  Arms  Co.  is  regarded  favorably 
by  exhibitors.  General  business  has  been 
responding  slightly  to  the  pressure  of  the 
defense  program,  with  only  a few  defense 
contracts  being  placed  here.  With  the 
arms  factory,  which  will  employ  approxi- 
mately 8,000,  not  only  general  business 
but  the  picture  business  in  Kansas  City 
should  improve  materially. 

Increased  employment  is  regarded  as 
the  only  thing  that  will  give  real  relief  to 
the  Kansas  City  situation.  The  theatre 
business  hasn’t  been  good  for  several 
years,  due  either  to  an  excess  of  seats  or 
a too  small  supply  of  customers,  depend- 
ing on  which  way  you  want  to  look  at  it, 
exhibitors  say. 

Conscription  will  tend  to  ease  somewhat 
the  employment  situation.  Add  to  this 
the  arms  factory  and  the  defense  contracts 
of  clothing  and  other  materials  that  have 
been  and  are  now  being  let  to  manufac- 
turers here,  and  you  have  a condition  ripe 
for  business  improvement,  exhibitors  be- 
lieve. 

While  business  has  been  slow  for  all  ex- 
hibitors, it  has  been  particularly  hard  the 
last  year  or  two  for  the  smaller,  less  ex- 
pensive houses  in  the  neighborhoods.  Sub- 
stantially increased  employment  should 
benefit  them  materially. 


K A Y C IIE  IE 

THE  lads  and  lasses  along  Filmrow  really 

harried  the  postman  Monday  when  he 
didn’t  show  up  with  Boxoffice.  You  would 
think  business  of  the  week  couldn’t  start 
off  properly  without  it.  Maybe  it  can’t. 

On  the  Row:  Paul  Hamion,  Lyric,  Platts- 
burg.  Mo.;  Tom  Edwards,  Ozark,  Eldon, 
Mo.;  George  Hayob,  Mary  Lou,  Marshall, 
Mo.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Brandt,  Oregon, 
Oregon,  Mo.;  A.  J.  Simmons,  Plaza,  Burl- 
ington. Kas.;  Sam  Sosna,  Sosna,  Manhat- 
tan, Kas.;  E.  P.  Michael,  Michlo,  Braymer, 
Mo.;  Harry  Till,  Courier,  Hamilton,  Mo. 

A1  Hauetter,  Modern  Theatre  Decora- 
tors, is  having  a specially  designed  trailer 
home  built  for  delivery  in  December — with 
shower,  refrigerator,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  . . . 
C.  E.  Middleton,  Forsyth,  Mo.,  is  planning 
to  remodel  a storeroom  to  house  his  thea- 
tre there.  He  operates  in  several  other 
nearby  towns. 

Louise  Grinkle,  Genevieve  Henderson 
and  Nellie  Koch  of  Warner  Bros,  have 
joined  the  W.  B.  Warnerettes,  a ladies’ 
bowling  "league”  that  now  has  nine  mem- 
bers and  two  teams.  It  is  getting  to  be  a 
large  aggregation,  and  yet  interest  is  still 
high.  Why  don’t  some  of  the  gals  in  the 
other  exchanges  form  a similar  setup,  and 
we’ll  play  off  any  competitive  spirit.  The 
Warnerettes  are  bowling  around  90  or 
above,  which  is  some  improvement  in  five 
times  out.  The  girls  will  bowl  in  the 
Variety  Club-Star  charity  tournament  in 
December. 

Eddie  Golden,  sales  manager  for  Mono- 
gram, and  George  West  of  the  same  com- 
pany, were  here  this  week.  Incidentally, 
Monogram  employes  are  waiting  for  a 
good  weekend  rain  to  hold  another  picnic. 
Ought  to  be  any  time  now  . . . The  em- 
ployes at  Universal  had  a rib  luncheon 
last  Thursday,  instead  of  going  out — the 
loafers.  Ribs  were  ordered  in  and  Uni- 
versalites  ate  their  lunch  “on  the  ground,” 
as  the  farm  sale  advertisements  used  to 
say. 

O.  K.  Mason  and  C.  A.  Schultz  of  Com- 
monwealth Theatres  were  out  in  the  terri- 
tory the  past  week — in  different  directions 
. . . Ed  Burgan  of  the  Tenth  Street,  Home 
and  Gauntier,  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  is  plan- 
nmg  a hunting  trip  to  South  Dakota — 
for  birds  . . . Helen  McLatchey,  who’s 
working  for  Baker  Enterprises,  won  a 
bridge  tournament  held  by  the  Pi  Phi’s 
the  other  night.  With  an  18,000  score, 
she  took  home  a table  lamp. 

W.  G.  McKinney,  booker  for  H.  J.  Grif- 
fith, Inc.,  is  beating  the  election  to  the 
punch:  he  is  growing  a mustache  in  ad- 
vance . . . Carl  Bane  has  replaced  Jay 
Knight  as  head  of  the  United  Artists  ad- 
vertising accessories  department.  Bane, 
formerly  at  Columbia,  has  been  succeeded 
by  John  Faltermeier,  recently  of  Warner 
Bros.  Knight  is  now  with  Mid-Central 
Fish  Co.  . . . The  Warner  Club,  composed  of 
WB  exchange  employes  here,  held  a Hal- 
lowe’en party  at  the  Variety  Club  . . . Mar- 
jorie Schwinhorst,  WB  biller,  is  in  Prov- 
idence Hospital,  Kansas  City,  Kas.  . . . 
Bob  Shelton,  district  manager  for  Com- 
monwealth, was  in  from  Warrensburg,  Mo. 

G.  L.  Carrington,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  Altec  Service,  New 
York,  was  in  town  visiting  Jack  Gregory 
at  the  local  office  . . . Fox  Midwest  con- 
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ducted  a presidential  preference  poll  in  its 
theatres  over  the  weekend  and  came  up 
with  a score  of  25,347  for  Roosevelt  and 
22,648  for  Willkie. 

New  seats,  booth,  sound,  and  projection 
equipment  have  been  sold  by  Missouri 
Theatre  Supply  for  the  new  theatre  R.  E. 
Conrad  is  building  at  121  West  Douglas, 
Wichita,  Kas.  Missouri  also  reports  the 
sale  of  new  lamps  to  the  Arcadia,  Perd 
Ledoux’s  house  at  Holton,  Kas.;  to  the 
Lee,  Clinton,  Mo.,  and  to  W.  D.  Pulton’s 
State,  Kansas  City,  Kas. 

Sojourning  at  Menorah  Hospital  cur- 
rently (and  it’s  no  fun)  are  John  Mc- 
Manus, manager  of  Loew’s  Midland;  Hazel 
Kirkbride,  secretary  to  H.  J.  Griffith,  and 
Mrs.  Ruhe  Melcher. 

Add  Warnings  Dept.:  “Watch  Out! 
You’re  slipping.  You  failed  to  mention 
Tom  Edwards  in  your  column  this  week. 
Yours  dejectedly,  No-News-Value-Sour- 
Grapes  Stephenson,  Monett,  Mo.” 

The  Variety  Club  resumes  its  business 
luncheons  Monday  at  what  is  termed  “a 
very  important  meeting.” 


Louis  Patz  Taking  Over 
At  NSS  in  Des  Moines 

Des  Moines — ^Louis  Patz,  formerly  man- 
ager of  the  National  Screen  Service  branch 
in  Milwaukee,  took  over  managership  of 
the  local  office  Monday,  replacing  Chick 
Friedman.  Patz  is  widely  known  in  the 
Iowa  territory,  having  served  as  Universal 
branch  manager  here  for  several  years. 

Friedman  is  scheduled  to  go  to  Califor- 
nia. It  is  reported  he  may  sever  his  Na- 
tional Screen  connections  and  go  into  busi- 
ness for  himself  there. 


Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
Finishing  Product  Deals 

Minneapolis  — Completion  of  United 
Artists  and  Columbia  deals  will  give  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  all  the  major 
products  again  for  1940-41.  John  J.  Friedl, 
the  circuit’s  president,  expects  to  get  to- 
gether with  these  companies  shortly.  In 
New  York  last  week  he  signed  contracts 
for  Warner  and  20th-Pox. 


Griiiith  Opens  Remodeled 
Fiedonia,  Kas*,  House 

Fredonia,  Kas. — The  new  Kansan,  for- 
merly the  White  Way,  was  opened  here 
Monday  by  the  H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres, 
Inc.  Bob  Morley  manages  the  Kansan 
along  with  the  Pour-H.  The  latter  house 
now  will  play  the  secondary  spot.  The 
Kansan  has  been  rebuilt,  remodeled  and 
re-equipped,  and  has  been  redesigned  as  a 
stadium  type. 


Heads  Pep  Club 

Minneapolis — Bill  Donald  of  the  ship- 
ping department  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Paramount  Pep  Club,  succeed- 
ing Joe  Prill,  booker.  Other  officers  chosen 
at  the  annual  party  at  Minnehaha  Fails 
were  Bob  O’Keefe,  cashier,  as  secretary- 
treasury,  and  Marge  Tungstell,  Joe  Logan 
and  Duane  Becker,  directors. 


Editorial  Attention  to 
"World  in  Flames" 


Des  Moines — Although  not  yet  booked 
in  a theatre  here.  Paramount’s  “A  World 
in  Flames”  is  drawing  ample  pre-showing 
newspaper  comment. 

R&T  Motion  Picture  Editor  Ken  Clay- 
ton reviewed  the  newsreel  feature  after  a 
screening  staged  by  Rufus  Blair.  In  the 
Register,  he  termed  the  film  a “current 
events  file  for  the  man  in  the  street.” 

Editorial  Writer  Forrest  W.  (Wog)  Sey- 
mour covered  the  film  in  the  Tribune, 
terming  it  “the  most  dramatic  picture 
documenting  the  approach  and  arrival  of 
the  current  ‘world  revolution’  we  have 
seen.” 

The  Tribune  editarial: 

“The  ‘Flames’  First  Hand” 

“The  ‘documentary  film’  is  something 
new  and  probably  no  one  should  expect  it 
to  have  the  maximum  of  polish  yet. 

“Indeed,  the  most  impressive  ‘docu- 
ments’ are  bound  to  be  those  which  are 
caught  more  or  less  by  accident  and  with- 
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Peterson  "Freezem''  Mlg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 
1880  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  HA.  7472 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Dis,tributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahonia  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St, 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eaa. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


out  benefit,  therefore,  of  pre-arranged 
staging. 

“This  is  about  the  only  kind  of  pictures 
that  can  be  got  in  a war  zone,  obviously, 
when  a cameraman  can’t  determine  when 
the  attack  will  come,  nor  from  what  di- 
rection, nor  even  whether  he  will  get  out 
with  his  hide — to  say  nothing  of  his  films. 

“For  this  reason  Paramount’s  ‘A  World 
in  Flames,’  built  out  of  newsreels  of  re- 
cent years,  is  the  most  dramatic  picture 
documenting  the  approach  and  arrival  of 
the  current  ‘world  revolution’  we  have 
seen. 

“Its  continuity  is  naturally  a little  rough. 

“But  it  DOES  have  the  war  stuff — hun- 
dreds of  feet  of  the  ‘real  McCoy.’ 

“The  British  flight  from  Namsos,  Nor- 
way, is  there,  and  the  retreat  from  Dun- 
kirk, and  the  terror  at  Shanghai,  and  the 
tragic  evacuation  of  Spanish  civilians 
across  the  Pyrenees,  and  the  bombardment 
of  Gdynia,  and  so  on. 

“It  is  a ghastly  thing  that  we  did  not 
effectively  implement  the  lawful  and  or- 
derly processes  of  world  relations  in  the 
past  20  years. 

“But  we  didn’t. 

“And  this  is  the  result. 

“So  we  may  just  as  well  know  what  it  is 
like.” 


HOTELS 


HOTEL  MONROE 

MAIN  AT  19TH  ST. 

Two  Blocks  From  Filmrow 
Completely  Renovated  . . Fire- 
Proof  . . Innerspring  Mattresses 
and  Only  1.50  with  Bath  . . . 
$1.00  Without 
CLEAN  AND  FRIENDLY 
Weekly  Rates 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Casail,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas, 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


FILM  LABORATORIES 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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J^ORRIE  ABRAMS,  the  former  M-G-M 
man,  doing  a nifty  publicity  job  for 
the  Minnesota  stock  company  . . . Ray 
Wylie,  than  whom  there  was  no  more 
popular  film  salesmen  hereabouts  when 
he  was  stationed  in  Minneapolis  and  who 
now  is  with  United  Artists  in  St.  Louis, 
came  up  for  the  University  of  Minnesota 
homecoming  football  game  with  Iowa.  He 
brought  the  missus  along  and  the  bunch 
were  mighty  glad  to  see  them  and  gave 
them  a rousing  welcome.  Mrs.  W.  H.  Work- 
man, wife  of  the  M-G-M  branch  mana- 
ger, returned  with  the  Wylies  whom  she 
visited  in  St.  Louis  after  taking  her  daugh- 
ter there  to  attend  school. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included:  Hi  Potvin,  Cass  Lake,  Minn.; 
G.  P.  Heytens,  Proctor,  Minn.;  Fred 
Schnee,  Litchfield,  Minn.;  Don  Buckley, 
Redwood  Falls,  Minn.;  Jack  Heywood,  New 
Richmond,  Wis.;  Sim  Heller,  Grand  Rapids, 
Minn.;  Everett  Dilley,  Northfield,  Minn.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gus  Wingreene,  Bismarck, 
N.  D.;  Bill  Smith,  Menominee,  Wis.;  R. 
Chartelean,  Iron  River,  Wis.;  Angus  Mac- 
Donald, East  Grand  Forks,  N.  D.;  Lowell 
Smoots,  Little  Falls,  Minn.;  Tom  Novak, 
Glencoe,  Minn.;  Joe  Schindel,  Granite 
Falls,  Minn.;  Gay  Horner,  Worthington, 
Minn.,  and  Oscar  Swanson,  Ely,  Minn. 

J.  A.  Hawkins,  Veblen,  S.  D.,  plays  Re- 
public pictures.  That’s  why,  he  says,  he 
could  bring  a gang  down  from  his  home 
town  for  the  Minnesota-Iowa  football 
game.  Those  he  brought  included  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Adland,  E.  A.  Moeller,  Elmer 
Benson,  E.  Schooweiler,  A.  E.  Maethner 
and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Brinkman  and  Miss  Jane 
Ingebo.  The  party  was  entertained  at  the 
Twin  City  Variety  Club  Saturday  night  by 
the  little  “Judge”  Ben  Meshbesher,  Re- 


in Style  and  Comfort 

That’s  the  thought  that  is  always  upper- 
most in  the  minds  of  those  who  attend 
you  at  Hotel  Fontenelle.  In  keeping  with 
this  policy,  the  management  is  constantly 
adding  new  features  for  your  comfort 
and  convenience.  The  Amber  Room  Cof- 
fee Shop,  the  King  Cole  Room,  and  the 
Black  Mirror- Bombay  Room  invite  you. 
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public  South  Dakota  salesman,  and  Mrs. 
Meshbesher. 

The  boys  still  are  laughing  at  the  witty 
sallies  of  Bill  Elson  in  his  capacity  of 
toastmaster  at  the  farewell  party  which 
the  Variety  Club  gave  for  Ben  Ashe  who  is 
disposing  of  his  theatre  holdings  in  this 
territory  and  moving  to  Everett,  Wash.  A 
particular  kick  was  gotten  over  Elson’s 
reference  to  Sam  Zuckman  complaining 
about  business  being  3 per  cent  off  at  the 
latter’s  Mounds  Theatre.  Those  who  know 
Sam  can  appreciate  this  thrust  . . . W.  H. 
Workman,  M-G-M  branch  manager,  back 
from  a two-day  trip  into  northern  Minne- 
sota. 

Here  for  the  Minnesota-Iowa  football 
game,  A.  H.  Blank,  owner  of  the  Iowa 
circuit  of  theatres  bearing  his  name,  and 
his  two  sons,  Myron  and  Ray,  and  his 
general  manager,  Ralph  Branton,  formerly 
of  Minneapolis,  were  entertained  by  Eddie 
Ruben,  Welworth  circuit  owner  . . . Tak- 
ing it  easier  nowadays.  Jack  Heywood, 
Wisconsin  theatre  magnate,  spends  a lot 
time  at  the  Twin  City  Variety  game  . . . 
Mel  Evidon,  Columbia  branch  manager  at 
Des  Moines,  was  in  town  for  the  football 
game  last  Saturday.  So  were  Barnie  Ben- 
field  and  Ernotte  Hiller,  out-of-town  ex- 
hibitors. 

That  was  a nifty  wrist  watch  that  the 
Twin  City  Variety  presented  to  Ben  Ashe 
at  the  farewell  party  given  for  him  . . . 
Columbia  has  closed  its  deal  with  the  Baer 
circuit  . . . Bob  Long,  M-G-M  home 
office  auditor,  off  to  Kansas  City  after 
a brief  visit  here  ...  A circuit  deal  with 
the  Baer  circuit  was  closed  by  Warner 
Bros,  the  past  week  . . . Lucky  Gilbert 
Nathanson,  Republic  branch  manager. 
Gay  Howard,  Worthington,  Minn.,  exhibi- 
tor, brought  him  a brace  of  partridges. 

E.  T.  “Peck”  Gomersall,  Universal  branch 
manager,  addressed  a sales  meeting  here 
. . . “Down  Argentine  Way,”  20th-Fox  re- 
lease, won  plenty  of  praise  at  the  State 
the  past  week  . . . Jack  De  Wahl  and  Otto 
Browning,  RKO  home  office  representa- 
tives, in  town  . . . Moe  Levy,  20th-Fox 
district  manager,  left  for  California  to 
start  another  tour  of  his  company’s  ex- 
changes in  his  capacity  as  S.  R.  Kent 
drive  leader. 


Trip  to  Victory  Dinner 
Won  by  Charles  Stoilet 

Minneapolis — Charles  Stoflet,  M-G-M’s 
North  Dakota  salesman,  won  a trip  to  his 
company’s  Victory  Dinner  in  Detroit  last 
Saturday  as  the  result  of  being  top  man 
in  his  division  for  sales.  He  also  was 
awarded  $100  in  cash  and  a gold  watch. 


LET'S  GO  TO  THE 
PENGUIN  ROOM- NICEST 
PLACE  IN  TOWN 


O m A llHIl  A 

g A.  TOMTE,  Paramount  salesman,  passed 
^ the  cigars  this  week  on  account  of 
Sandra  Lee  Tomte,  7 pounds,  14  ounces. 
The  announcements  will  be  printed  in  the 
form  of  a theatre  ticket  to  a world  pre- 
miere showing  of  “The  Little  Lady”  starr- 
ing Sandra  Lee.  The  unusual  angle  is  that 
the  little  girl  has  two  nephews  older  than 
she  is  . . . Frank  Good,  lowana.  Red  Oak, 
la.,  was  in  town. 

Walt  Green  of  Fepco  has  been  asked  by 
the  Omaha  police  department  not  to  wear 
that  bright  green  hat  any  more.  It  seems 
that  every  time  Walt  stuck  his  head  out 
of  the  door  at  16th  and  Davenport  Sts., 
the  motorists  thought  the  hat  was  a traf- 
fic light  . . . Mort  Troxell  of  DeWitt,  Neb., 
one  of  our  handsomer  exhibitors,  was  not 
in  town  this  week  . . . Lou  Ireland,  Logan, 
la.,  a visitor,  however. 

George  Hall,  Rosebowl,  Franklin,  Neb., 
has  taken  over  the  theatre  at  Minden, 
Neb.,  from  Roy  Ehlers.  The  sheriff  proba- 
bly feels  that  he  needs  two  theatres  now 
that  he  has  a wife  and  baby  to  support! 
Roy  hasn’t  any  plans  for  future  activities 
in  the  exhibitor  field,  our  scouts  tell  us 
. . . C.  C.  Moore,  Dunlap,  la.,  and  Slim 
Fraser,  Havelock,  Neb.,  a couple  of  Dav- 
enport street  visitors. 

Ted  Emerson,  Tri-States  tub  thumper, 
is  due  congrats  for  his  fine  work  on  re- 
cent pictures  at  the  Omaha  and  Orpheum 
theatres  here  . . . Question  right  now  is 
who  will  be  the  chief  barker  for  Omaha 
Variety  Club  during  1941  to  succeed  Mor- 
rie  Cohn  of  Council  Bluffs,  la.  . . . Bob 
McGill,  exhibitor  at  Utica,  Neb.,  has  had 
good  luck  hunting  pheasants. 

Wally  Johnson  will  hold  a grand  open- 
ing of  his  new  theatre  at  F^'iend,  Neb., 
on  November  14,  with  all  exhibitors  and 
filmites  invited  to  see  a pretty  theatre  and 
to  have  a good  time  . . . Harold  Bowers 
has  opened  his  Colfax  at  Schuyler,  Neb., 
and  the  theatre  will  be  operated  by  his 
father-in-law,  Carl  Mansfield.  Mrs.  Bow- 
ers’ sister  is  the  wife  of  A.  D.  St.  Clair, 
exhibitor  at  Wymore,  Neb.  Harold,  you 
know,  has  the  theatre  at  Weeping  Water, 
Neb. 

The  two  bookers  at  the  Fox  layout  now 
are  Harris  B.  Kuntkelman,  former  ship- 
per, and  Jerry  Weisfeldt,  former  Warner 
booker  at  Minneapolis.  Pat  Holloran,  for- 
merly in  the  ad  sales  department,  was 
moved  to  the  shipping  department,  which 
leaves  Fred  Miller  a one-man  ad  sales 
department  . . . Fred  Wickman,  Tekamah, 
Neb.;  Lee  Mischnick,  Dundee,  Omaha,  and 
Sol  Yeager  of  Monogram  have  been  com- 
paring registration  numbers. 

Izzy  Kuhl  has  remodeled  the  front  of 
his  Lyric  at  Seward,  Neb.,  and  reopened 
with  one  change  a week  . . . Bruce  Hold- 
rege,  exhibitor  at  Shenandoah,  la.,  was 
here  on  business. 

Will  Singer  is  about  ready  to  leave  for 
a business  trip  to  Chicago  . . . Harry  Shu- 
mow,  Metro  boss,  was  having  the  window 
curtains  in  his  office  cleaned,  which  meant 
that  everyone  walking  down  Davenport 
street  could  look  right  in  and  see  the  ex- 
hibitors lined  up  signing  Metro  contracts. 
You’re  welcome  to  the  plug,  Harry  . . . 
Joe  Jacobs  can’t  talk  about  anything  but 
“Arizona.” 


Renew  Negro  Comedian 

Hollywood — Monogram  has  renewed 
the  contract  of  Mantan  Moreland,  Negro 
comedian,  for  another  year.  He  is  slated 
to  appear  in  six  pictures. 
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New  Experiments  Are  Fate  of  Bank  Night  in  Ohio  in 
Undertaken  by  UDT  Hands  of  State  Supreme  Court 


Detroit — Continuing  its  practice  of  ex- 
perimenting with  new  ideas,  United  De- 
troit Theatres  has  added  a regular  Wed- 
nesday after-school  matinee  at  the  Vogue. 
The  show  starts  at  3:30  p.  m.,  late  enough 
for  any  youngster  in  school  and  allowing 
a complete  show  before  the  younger  chil- 
dren have  to  be  out  of  the  theatre  under 
the  curfew  ordinance.  The  time  has  been 
adjusted  to  meet  the  law,  as  well  as  to 
discourage  youngsters  from  cutting  their 
last  classes  to  go  to  the  show. 

To  meet  a different  situation  in  a near- 
by neighborhood,  the  Alger,  about  two 
miles  away,  another  UDT  house,  is  start- 
ing Thursday  midweek  matinees,  opening 
at  1:15  p.  m.  and  with  the  show  over  by 
4:30  p.  m.  This  enables  housewives  to  see 
the  show  and  still  have  time  to  get  home 
to  prepare  supper. 

Another  shift  in  policy  was  made  by 
UDT  at  the  Michigan,  ace  house  of  the 
circuit,  with  Russ  Morgan  appearing  there 
in  person  last  week.  House  opened  early, 
at  10:00  a.  m.,  to  allow  handling  of  the 
extra  large  crowd.  Morgan  also  made  a 
personal  appearance  on  the  mezzanine 
floor. 


Cleveland  Barkers  Elect 
Bert  Steam  New  Chief 

Cleveland — Bert  Steam  is  the  new  chief 
barker  of  the  Cleveland  Variety  Club.  He 
was  elected  Saturday  at  a meeting  of  the 
board  of  directors.  Others  elected  to  serve 
the  year  with  Steam  are:  Lester  Zucker, 
Columbia  branch  manager,  first  assistant 
chief  barker;  Frank  D.  Drew,  M-G-M 
branch  manager,  second  assistant  chief 
barker;  Prank  H.  Boyd,  American  Seating 
Co.,  property  man;  I.  J.  Schmertz,  20th- 
Fox  branch  manager,  dough  guy. 

The  crew  consists  of  Dave  Miller,  Uni- 
versal district  manager;  Harry  H.  Gold- 
stein, Paramount  district  manager;  M.  B. 
Horwitz,  general  manager  Washington 
circuit;  John  D.  Kalafat,  Associated  Cir- 
cuit; P.  E.  Essick,  Scoville,  Essick  and  Reif 
circuit,  and  Attorney  Jerome  Friedlander. 

Advisors  to  the  crew  are  the  past  chief 
barkers,  Nat  L.  Lefton,  Nat  Holt,  Nat  Wolf 
and  M.  B.  Horwitz. 

Installation  will  take  place  December  14 
and  the  new  officers  wil  take  over  club 
operations  January  1. 


Associated  Circuit  Signs 
Lease  lor  New  Deluxer 

Toledo — Sam  Stacker,  Meyer  Pine,  Abe 
Kramer  and  associates  of  Associated  Cir- 
cuit, one  of  the  largest  independent  mo- 
tion picture  theatre  circuits  of  Cleveland, 
announce  the  signing  of  a 30-year  lease 
for  an  1,800-seat  de  luxe  motion  picture 
theatre  to  be  included  in  a million  dollar 
building  project  located  at  W.  Central  Ave. 
and  St.  Bernard  Drive. 

The  building,  to  be  located  in  an  exclu- 
sive residential  suburb,  will  have  a 500- 
foot  frontage.  The  project  will  also  have 
parking  space  for  600  cars.  The  theatre 
will  be  operated  by  the  Bryden  Michigan 
Building  Co.  George  Ebling  of  Cleveland 
is  the  architect.  Construction  will  start 
soon  with  completion  promised  about 
May  1. 


Columbus — The  fate  of  Bank  Night  in 
this  state  is  in  the  hands  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Ohio. 

Whether  Bank  Night  shall  continue  to 
flourish  as  it  has  in  the  past  with  the 
full  blessing  of  the  law,  or  whether  it  shall 
be  branded  as  illegal  and  contrary  to  the 
Ohio  lottery  statutes,  will  finally  be  de- 
termined when  the  high  court,  some  time 
in  November,  renders  its  decision  in  the 
case  of  the  Troy  Amusement  Co.  of  Troy, 
Ohio,  against  Andrew  Attenweiler,  Michael 
E.  Morris,  George  Hollopeter,  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  Prank  O’Roark,  constable 
for  Newberry  township. 

First  act  of  the  drama  of  Bank  Night 
took  place  on  June  7,  1939,  when  Andrew 
Attenweiler  filed  suit  in  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  Miami  County,  Ohio,  against 
the  Troy  Amusement  Co.,  operating  the 
Mayflower  Theatre  at  Troy,  for  recovery 
of  $10.40  representing  money  claimed  by 
him  to  have  been  paid  to  the  theatre  for 
admission  over  a period  of  52  weeks,  and 
in  addition  $100  damages.  Attenweiler,  in 
his  petition,  claimed  his  purchase  of  ad- 
mission tickets  over  a period  of  one  year 
entitled  him  to  an  interest  in  Bank  Night. 
The  petition  further  alleged  Bank  Night 
to  be  a lottery. 

Troy  won  the  first  round  of  the  battle 
when  a jury  rendered  a decision  in  its 
favor  stating  that  Bank  Night  was  not  a 
lottery. 

While  this  civil  action  was  still  pending, 
Attenweiler  filed  a criminal  action  for  the 
arrest  of  Manager  Christian  P.  Pfister  of 
the  Mayflower  on  charges  of  running  a 
lottery.  He  also  asked  for  a search  war- 
rant to  seize  the  equipment  used  in  the 
operation  of  Bank  Night. 

Mayor  J.  D.  Boak,  before  whom  the 
hearing  was  held,  refused  to  issue  a search 
warrant.  On  that  same  day  in  June,  1939, 


Ochs  Sues  Pekras  for 
"Violaling"  Option 


Elyria,  Ohio — John  Pekras,  former  own- 
er of  the  Capitol,  Rialto,  Lincoln  and  Rivoli 
theatres,  is  defendant  in  a suit  for  $64,000 
filed  by  Herbert  J.  Ochs  charging  violation 
of  option. 

Ochs  charges  he  had  an  option  to  buy 
the  above  named  theatre  properties.  The 
option  expired  April  1,  at  which  time  he 
assertedly  asked  for  an  extension  of  time 
until  the  middle  of  May.  Ochs  alleges  that 
Pekras  gave  his  verbal  consent  to  this 
extension  but  that  on  April  10  Pekras  sold 
the  properties  to  another  party  for  a higher 
price  than  that  agreed  upon  between  Ochs 
and  Pekras. 


New  Times  Opened  by 
RKO  in  Cincinnati 

Cincinnati — Close  on  the  heels  of  their 
new  Grand,  RKO  last  week  opened  the 
Times  here  at  Sixth  and  Walnut  streets  as 
a third  and  fourth  run  outlet.  Robert  M. 
Kinsley,  formerly  assistant  at  the  Keith’s, 
is  managing  the  Times  which  has  a top 
price  of  33  cents  nights  and  20  cents  dur- 
ing the  day. 


what  was  denied  by  Mayor  Boak  was 
granted  by  Justice  of  the  Peace  Hollopeter. 
This  made  the  score  even. 

Claiming  that  Bank  Night  is  not  a lot- 
tery inasmuch  as  it  lacks  the  three  ele- 
ments of  lottery  as  defined  by  the  Ohio 
Statutes,  namely,  consideration  to  partici- 
pate, chance  and  prize — and  that  the 
plaintiff,  Andrew  Attenweiler,  was  not  fi- 
nancially responsible  so  that  he  could  be 
held  for  damages,  Troy  was  granted  a 
temporary  injunction  restraining  Atten- 
weiler from  making  any  seizure  of  equip- 
ment. 

This  success  for  Troy  was  short  lived, 
however,  for  a demurrer,  filed  by  Atten- 
weiler, was  upheld  by  Common  Pleas  Judge 
Richard  L.  Cameron  of  St.  Marys,  Ohio. 

Troy  then  entered  an  appeal  from  this 
decision  and  in  April,  1939,  the  court  of 
appeals  not  only  upheld  the  lower  court, 
but  went  even  further  by  defining  Bank 
Night  as  a lottery.  This  opinion  was  writ- 
ten by  Judges  Geiger,  Hornbeck  and 
Barnes. 

The  case  was  then  presented  and  admit- 
ted to  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio  before 
which  body  it  was  argued  on  its  merits 
last  week  by  Attorney  Henry  Rocker  of 
Rocker  & Schwartz,  Cleveland. 

Rocker  contended,  among  other  things, 
that  (1)  the  supreme  court  had  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  case  because  the  pleadings  set 
forth  sufficient  grounds  for  an  injunc- 
tion and  that  even  though  the  court  held 
that  public  officers  could  not  be  enjoined, 
it  could  have  enjoined  the  plaintiff,  At- 
tenweiler; (2)  that  the  court  went  be- 
yond that  it  was  called  upon  to  do  in  mak- 
ing a finding  that  Bank  Night  is  a lot- 
tery, and  (3)  that  the  petition  describ- 
ing Bank  Night  was  not  amplified  by  any 
testimony  showing  that  Bank  Night  vio- 
lates the  Ohio  lottery  statutes. 


Thousands  to  Work 
Soon  on  Airplanes 


Detroit — Theatres  are  expected  to  bene- 
fit from  the  turnover  of  Detroit’s  vast 
automobile  factories  to  airplane  produc- 
tion which  will  necessitate  the  steady  em- 
ployment of  thousands  of  workers. 

A scheduled  conference  of  automobile 
executives  this  week  with  William  S. 
Knudsen  of  the  national  defense  advisory 
commission,  was  to  take  up  this  problem, 
and  it  was  anticipated  that  final  plans 
would  be  set  at  the  meeting  for  the  auto 
plants  to  turn  over  to  airplane  production. 

Thousands  of  skilled  factory  workers  are 
being  drawn  to  the  city  by  the  publicity 
given  the  arms  program  and  film  men 
should  find  plenty  of  customers  among 
them. 


Zanesville  Reopening 

Zanesville,  Ohio — The  Quimby,  com- 
pletely redecorated  and  equipped,  has  re- 
opened with  a dual  film  policy.  The  house 
will  maintain  a policy  of  operations  each 
Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  according 
to  E.  J.  Hiehle,  city  manager  of  Zanes- 
ville Theatres,  Inc. 
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Shares  the  Limelight — 

M-G-M,  via  H.  M.  Richey  and  Leo  jr.,  was  well  represented  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  AMPTO  of  Western  Pennsylvania  in  Pittsburgh.  Di- 
rectly above,  Richey  is  shown  presenting  the  gathering  with  a lion  cub. 
Receiving,  left  to  right,  are  Fred  J.  Herrington,  secretary;  Michael  N. 
Shapiro,  convention  chairman,  and  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  retiring  president. 
At  the  top  is  the  bannered  entrance  to  Roosevelt  Hotel,  convention  head- 
quarters. 


J^ATIONAL  ALLIED  directors  continued 
in  session  here  the  day  following  the 
local  convention.  They  were  busy  until 
late  Wednesday  afternoon  blasting  the 
proposed  consent  decree  . . . Surprise  of 
the  banquet  was  Mathilda  Kiel’s  solo,  the 
assistant  secretary  of  the  AMPTO  reveal- 
ing a talent  heretofore  unknown  by  the 
majority  of  her  friends  in  the  trade.  Abram 
F.  Myers,  for  instance,  said  he  was 
“amazed”  to  find  this  hidden  talent  and 
then  continued  with  gags  that  for  all  he 
knew  M.  A.  Rosenberg  might  be  a bubble 
dancer  and  Fred  J.  Herrington  a strip- 
teaser  . . . Herb  Lipman  has  the  aviation 
bug  and  Joe  Shapiro,  Mt.  Union  exhibitor, 
is  taking  air  lessons  . . . B.  H.  Potts  re- 
cently spent  a ten-day  holiday  hunting  in 
the  West  Virginia  mountains. 

Sam  Neanian,  Natrona  exhibitor,  who 
has  been  very  ill,  said  goodbye  to  Filmrow 
friends  last  Friday.  He  stated  he  zvould 
remain  at  home  until  after  he  voted  for 
Willkie  and  the  next  day  would  fly  to 
Miami  . . . Dorothy  Leibovitz,  daughter  of 
the  Mount  Pleasant  exhibitor,  is  the 
majorette  of  the  high  school  band  there 
. . . Bill  Finkel,  film  magnate  of  the  South 
Side  and  No.  1 alumnus  of  Carnegie  Tech, 
according  to  Julius  Levin’s  “Most  Every- 
thing’’ column  in  the  Sun-Tele,  is  proud  of 
his  son  Robert  who  is  playing  the  leading 
role  in  the  first  Pittsburgh  Playhouse  pro- 
duction of  the  season,  “See  My  Lawyer.” 
Following  the  current  show  the  Playhouse 
will  present  “Here  Today,”  opening  No- 
vember 23;  “Reflected  Glory,”  December 
27;  “Gas  Light,”  January  25;  “Morning’s 
at  Seven,”  February  22;  Shaw’s  “Pyg- 
malion,” March  15,  and  a new  intimate 
musical  revue  by  Charles  Gaynor. 

Pat  Mullen,  Hilltop  usher  who  recently 
joined  the  army,  is  at  Pearl  Harbor, 
Hawaii  . . . Stanley’s  current  stage  show, 
George  White’s  “Scandals.”  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  George  Jessel  unit,  which 
features  Lois  Andrews  Jessel,  Rochelle 
Hudson  and  Isabel  Jewell,  opening  Novem- 
ber 8 . . . Bob  Leiber’s  father  recently  un- 
derwent a serious  operation  . . . Most  local 
theatres  will  flash  election  returns  Tues- 
day evening. 

Looking  back  upon  the  AMPTO  conven- 
tion here,  it  was  the  best  local  exhibitor 
gathering  in  some  years  and  the  most 
colorful  in  the  two  decades  of  the  organiza- 
tion. Presence  of  the  national  Allied  di- 
rectors and  the  testimonial  dinner  honor- 
ing M.  A.  Rosenberg  contributed  additional 
enjoymetit  for  all  who  attended.  The  re- 
tiring president  was  indeed  stunned  with 
the  grand  reception  given  to  him,  for  he 
was  honored  as  a man,  a civic  leader  and 
an  outstandmg  independent  exhibitor. 
After  hearing  many  complimentary  re- 
marks from  distinguished  speakers,  Rosen- 
berg was  presented  with  a diamond-fig- 
ured wrist  watch  as  a tokeii  of  remem- 
beraiice  of  the  occasion  which  marked  his 
20th  anniversary  in  the  theatre  business. 

Door  prize  at  the  convention  banquet 
was  awarded  to  Lawrence  Carettie.  Mono- 
gram booker.  It  was  a toaster  set.  do- 
nated by  Keps  Electric  Co.  Winners  of 
RCA  radios  on  “Lucky”  cards,  courtesy  of 
Mort  and  Art  England,  were  Mrs.  C.  B. 
Henderson,  sister  of  M-G-M’s  exploiteer, 
Charlie  Baron;  Mrs.  John  J.  Maloney,  wife 
of  M-G-M’s  district  manager;  Mrs.  Ira  H. 
Cohn,  wife  of  20th-Fox’s  resident  man- 
ager: Mrs.  Fred  Beedle,  wife  of  the  new- 
ly elected  president  of  the  AMPTO  of  W. 
Pa.,  and  David  Hadburg  of  the  Shapiro- 
Fineman  Hazelwood  Theatre. 


Pittsburgh  Favors  a 
Limited  Censorship 


Pittsburgh — The  people  of  Pittsburgh 
feel  that  while  film  censorship  is  a proper 
function  of  the  state,  such  censors  should 
be  limited  to  action  against  films  that  are 
immoral. 

This  point  of  view  is  revealed  by  a poll 
sponsored  by  the  Pittsburgh  Post-Gazette 
and  conducted  by  The  Front  Door  Ballot 
Box,  following  the  recent  ban  by  the  state 
board  of  censors  of  RKO-March  of  Time’s 
“The  Ramparts  We  Watch”  because  of 
the  “propaganda”  nature  of  the  Nazi- 
made  “Baptism  of  Fire”  sequence  which 
was  added  to  the  original  version  of  the 
film. 

A cross-section  of  the  city’s  population 
of  over  21  years  of  age  was  asked  two 
questions  in  the  poll:  (1)  Should  the  cen- 
sors act  only  against  pictures  that  are 
deemed  objectionable  as  immoral?  and  (2) 
Do  you  approve  of  official  censorship  by 
the  state? 

To  the  first  question,  61  per  cent  of 
those  having  definite  opinions  answered 
“Yes”  and  39  per  cent  answered  “No.” 
A strong  87  per  cent  of  those  polled  an- 
swered “Yes”  to  the  second  query,  with 
13  per  cent  replying  in  the  negative. 

Dan  E.  Clark  II,  director  of  The  Front 
Door  Ballot  Box,  reported  that  while 


“Ramparts”  was  not  mentioned  in  the 
questionnaire  by  name,  “most  persons  ap- 
proached identified  the  picture  with  the 
questions.  Many  voiced  indignation  that 
Pennsylvania  should  be  the  only  state  in 
the  union  denied  the  right  to  see  the  pic- 
ture, and  one  young  lady,  the  daughter 
of  a real  estate  salesman,  said  she  was 
going  to  journey  all  the  way  to  Ohio  to 
see  it.” 

f(-  ^ 

: He  Explains  It  : 

) 

Bexley,  Ohio — When  Manager  Bert 
Williams  closed  his  Bexley  Theatre  on 
Saturday,  October  26,  he  felt  he  owed  his 
patrons  an  explanation.  So  he  ran  the 
following  announcement  on  his  screen: 

“A  Statement  to  Our  Patrons” 

“We  are  closing  the  Bexley  Theatre  at 
midnight  on  Saturday,  October  26,  1940. 
The  reason  for  closing  this  theatre  is  that 
we  are  unable  to  procure  pictures  for  the 
season  of  1940-41  of  an  age  and  class  that 
will  best  serve  the  City  of  Bexley  and  the 
patrons  of  this  theatre.  Rather  than  show 
old  or  weak  pictures,  we  have  decided  to 
close  the  house  until  such  time  as  suitable 
pictures  can  be  secured. 

“We  thank  you  for  your  patronage  and 
hope  that  we  may  entertain  you  in  the  fu- 
ture. 

“(Signed)  The  Bexley  Theatre, 
“Bert  Williams,  Manager.” 
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HLEX  SCHREIBER  of  Associated  was 
“ host  to  a group  of  filmites  at  a lunch- 
eon at  the  Intercollegiate  Alumni  Club  in 
the  Penobscot  Building,  to  arrange  plans 
for  the  Community  Fund  Drive  . . . Adolph 
Goldberg  (he  admitted  it)  was  there  cele- 
brating his  birthday — how  about  Twin  Irv- 
ing? . . . Moe  Dudelson  and  Syd  Bowman 
teamed  to  give  UA  the  best  representation 
of  any  organization  there  . . . Tom  Mc- 
Guire officially  on  deck  representing  ex- 
hibitor organizations  ...  Joe  (Red)  Lena- 
han  represented  the  associated  industries. 

James  F.  Sharkey,  RKO  manager,  dis- 
closes his  marriage  to  the  former  Margaret 
Alice  Page;  they  are  at  home  at  9144  East 
Outer  Drive  . . . Matrimony  must  he  catch- 
ing at  RKO.  Harry  Levinson,  office  man- 
ager, has  also  fust  tried  it  ..  . Frank  How- 
ard and  Harry  Clark  of  Cooperative  Thea- 
tres spend  their  noon  hour  arguing  the 
election. 

Mort  Grass,  the  premium  man,  has 
coined  a new  word — “azzever” — figure  it 
out  . . . Moe  Dudelson,  UA  manager,  was 
host  to  a large  number  of  exhibitors  at 
the  trade  screening  of  “The  Thief  of  Bag- 
dad,” held  at  Wade  Allen’s  Fine  Arts  . . . 
Katharine  Hepburn  is  due  in  for  a stand 
at  the  Cass  in  “Philadelphia  Story.” 

Harry  Rosendahl,  scenario  writer  and 
playwright,  has  joined  the  sales  convention 
department  of  Jam  Handy,  operating  na- 
tionally from  the  Detroit  headquarters  . . . 
Mrs.  Mildred  Todd  was  planning  a nice 
quiet  nervous  breakdown  after  the  Major 
Bowes  week  at  the  Colonial  . . . Frank 
Stuart,  Colonial  manager,  caught  blocking 
the  sidewalk  out  in  front. 

Gus  Embeck,  Paramount  booker,  is  “in- 
fanticipating” — very  soon  now  . . . Jim 
Velde,  Paramount,  casually  smoking  a nice 
gift  cigar  in  the  screening  room,  had  it 
explode  in  his  face  . . . Raymond  E.  Moon, 
Mutual  chief,  says  “That  man’s  here 
again”  . . . Howard  Craven  went  hunting, 
shot  a Charley  Horse  and  two  pheasants 
in  his  first  45  minutes;  he’s  going  to  Flor- 
ida now. 

Charlie  Garner,  roadshowman  with 
more  friends  than  almost  any  other  man 
on  Filmrow,  has  joined  Allied  Film  Ex- 
change as  salesman  . . . Sam  Carver  has 
left,  thinking  of  opening  the  Downtown 
again,  according  to  rumor  . . . H.  Vinton 
Gilbert,  Allied  manager,  is  releasing 
“Adolescence”  with  Leon  Janney,  Novem- 
ber 15. 

Pete  Simon,  independent  producer,  had 
two  birthdays  in  his  family  two  days  apart 
—Pete  jr.  was  18  and  Rose  Marie,  16  . . . 
Mrs.  M.  C.  (Joe)  Scholtz,  formerly  secre- 
tary of  the  Woodward  Theatre  Co.,  has 
decided  not  to  make  a comeback  in  the 
theatre  field  . . . Harold  Munz  of  the  Cen- 
tury manages  to  escape  the  headlines  bet- 
ter than  about  any  other  operator  of  a big 
house. 

Leslie  Lobdell  of  Lobdell  Movie  Sign 
Service  has  been  in  poor  health  for  the 
past  two  weeks  . . . Sympathy  to  George 
Davidson,  former  M-G-M  salesman,  on  the 
loss  of  his  mother  . . . Mrs.  Jack  Krass  still 
bosses  the  Coliseum,  even  though  her  hus- 
band sold  out  the  Oakman  . . . Bethel 
Haley,  bookkeeper  for  the  Krim  circuit, 
reports  her  mother  is  ill. 

James  F.  Sharkey,  RKO  manager,  ex- 
ceeded his  quota  in  the  March  of  Time 
billing  contest  . . . Julius  Spill  is  putting  a 
new  marquee  on  the  Delray  . . . Joan  Leslie, 
Detroit  girl,  was  one  of  the  two  winners 


selected  by  film  directors  for  the  “Baby 
Stars  of  1940,”  with  Marilyn  Merrick,  an- 
other Detroiter,  among  the  11  runners-up. 


WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Bernard  Brooks,  operator  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Detroit,  is  breaking  ground  for  a 
new  one  in  River  Rouge,  just  up  the  street 
from  the  Lancaster  . . . (Jharles  L.  Stern’s 
Avon  at  Rochester  was  the  scene  of  a sale 
of  nearby  property,  formerly  owned  by 
various  defunct  banks. 


Paul  Knoll,  manager  of  the  Nortown  at 
Flint,  was  the  victim  of  a homemade  gun- 
powder bomb  exploded  by  boys  in  the 
lobby — no  damage  to  person  or  property, 
but  a near-panic  among  patrons.  House  is 
run  jointly  by  “Doc”  A.  Eiseman  and 
Associated  circuit. 


Charlie  Amie,  stage  manager  of  the  But- 
terfield house  at  Owosso,  had  a royal  flush 
(yep,  1 in  240,000  hands)  and  won  only 
$2.05  in  the  pot  . . . Bill  Schulte,  Detroit 
circuit  owner,  is  taking  over  the  Star  at 
Elkton  from  O.  G.  Willett. 


To  New  Post — 

Nat  Kaplan,  formerly  with  Paramount, 
who  has  joined  Lee  Goldberg,  in  as- 
sociation with  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.,  and  will  manage  the  Cincin- 
nati branch  of  this  company. 


G.  M.  Studebaker  Develops 
Projection  Improvements 

Detroit — The  principle  of  synchroniz- 
ing an  intermittent  light  beam  upon  mov- 
ing parts  of  a projector  has  been  utilized 
by  G.  M.  Studebaker  of  the  Detroit  branch 
of  National  Screen  Service  to  invent  a new 
method  of  checking  vibration,  wear,  and 
other  actions  of  all  parts.  This  is  similar 
to  the  basic  principle  of  the  projector 
shutter,  incidentally — the  persistence  of 
vision. 

Studebaker  uses  a Pee  Wee  spotlight,  an 
old  motor  and  rheostat,  and  some  odd 
parts,  and  can  control  the  speed  of  his  in- 
termittent beam  so  that  any  part,  con- 
tinuing to  operate  at  normal  speed,  is  made 
to  appear  as  though  it  were  slowing  down, 
standing  still,  or  even  running  in  reverse, 
at  will. 


fjAROLD  BERNSTEIN,  president  of  the 
Cincinnati  ITO,  has  received  a permit 
to  erect  a $28,000  theatre  at  6042  Mont- 
gomery Pike,  Pleasant  Ridge.  Bernstein 
also  operates  a house  in  Norwood  . . . 
Steve  Lang’s  new  Liberty,  Westville,  Ohio, 
was  destroyed  by  a fire  of  unknown  ori- 
gin, which  started  on  the  stage  during  a 
show.  The  audience  filed  out  through  a 
rear  exit.  Lang  will  rebuild  immediately 
. . . Exhibitor  A.  J.  Holt  is  receiving  con- 
gratulations from  his  wide  circle  of  friends 
in  the  industry  on  the  recent  celebration 
of  his  70th  birthday.  One  of  the  oldest 
exhibitors  in  the  territory.  Holt  has  oper- 
ated the  Idle  Hour,  Carthage,  for  approx- 
imately 25  years.  Ad  multos  annos! 

George  Dillon,  formerly  with  Warner’s 
foreign  department  in  New  Zealand,  is 
now  on  the  local  sales  staff  assigned  to 
West  Virginia.  Other  IocclI  changes  in- 
clude Jimmy  Schmidt,  assistant  booker, 
who  returned  to  New  York,  his  home 
town,  to  work  in  the  exchange  there. 
Jimmy  Partlow,  formerly  covering  West 
Virginia,  will  carry  on  with  Sam  Oshrey 
and  Jimmy  Brunetti  in  the  Cincy  booking 
department  . . . Charley  Mitchell.  Bar- 
boursville,  is  reported  contemplating  a 
new  500-seater  on  the  Square.  The  house, 
to  be  built  in  amphitheatre  style,  will  be 
the  second  in  this  town  . . . Herman 
Bley,  owner  of  the  Valley,  is  another  Cin- 
cinnati exhibitor  who  has  reached  his  10th 
milestone.  Extremely  active  for  his  years, 
Bley  has  operated  the  Valley  for  about 
25  years  and  is  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  film  circles. 

Bert  Fialia  is  remodeling  and  redeco- 
rating his  Alhambra,  Dayton,  and  install- 
ing new  rest  rooms  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  H.  Rosselot,  operating  in  Winchester, 
Ohio,  and  Russell,  Ky.,  have  moved  their 
home  from  Georgetown,  Ohio,  to  Russell 
. . . Fred  May,  Royal,  Carrolton,  Ky.,  is 
an  amateur  horticulturist.  He  recently 
competed  in  the  “Floral  Festival”  at  Car- 
I’olton,  showing  his  blue  ribbon  varieties. 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Miles,  Eminence,  Ky.,  also 
dabbles  in  prize  blossoms.  Her  lobby  dis- 
play always  includes  a fine  display  of 
flowers. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charley  Palmer  had  as 
their  guest  the  young  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Roy  Letsinger,  Amherstdale,  W.  Va., 
until  an  infantile  paralysis  epidemic  abates 
. . . Universal’s  Peter  Rosian  attended  the 
Pittsburgh  Variety  Club’s  recent  banquet, 
and  also  the  Ohio  ITO  meeting  in  Co- 
lumbus October  31  . . . Universal  exchange 
is  leading  in  the  company’s  current  drive 
which  ends  this  week.  Local  salesmen  are 
also  in  first,  second  and  third  place,  with 
George  Gomersall  topping  the  list. 

UA  announces  “The  Great  Dictator”  set 
for  Loew’s,  Dayton,  at  advanced  prices  of 
$1.10  and  75  cents.  The  feature  went  into 
Loew’s  Broad  at  Columbus,  November  1 
. . . Columbia’s  sales  force,  with  Branch 
Manager  Allan  Moritz,  attended  a regional 
sales  confab  in  Washington  presided  over 
by  Abe  Montague  and  Rube  Jackter  . . . 
Jack  Thoma,  publicity  man  selling  “Ari- 
zona,” was  in  Cincinnati  with  Lou  Wein- 
berg from  Columbia’s  home  office. 


Air-Coiulitione<l  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Montcalm 
MKKTING  PLACE  FOK  THE  INDUSTRY 

“Food  You’ll  Remember” 

DON  DRISCOLL  and  JIMMY  KING 
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Dave  Miller  to  Have 
Big  Testimonial 


Cleveland — Friends  of  Dave  Miller,  Uni- 
versal district  manager,  are  arranging  a 
big  party  to  be  held 
at  the  Hollenden 
Hotel  here  on  No- 
vember 20  to  cele- 
brate Miller’s  20th 
anniversary  with 
Universal. 

Joseph  Kauffman, 
Cleveland  Universal 
branch  manager,  is 
general  chairman  on 
arrangements  and  he 
has  appointed  com- 
mittees in  Buffalo, 
Albany,  Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh  and 
Cleveland,  which  comprise  Miller’s  dis- 
trict, to  handle  ticket  sale.  Committees 
are: 

Cleveland — Frank  Drew,  chairman;  Mil- 
ton  A.  Mooney,  John  D.  Kalafat,  Nat  "Wolf, 
Henry  Greenberger. 

Buffalo — N.  McFaul  and  Charles  Hay- 
man,  chairmen:  John  J.  Scully,  Phil  Fox, 
Bob  Murphy,  Sid  Samson. 

Albany  — Myer  Schine,  Moe  Silver, 
chairmen:  Jere  Spandau. 

Cincinnati — Maurice  White,  chairman; 
Allan  Moritz,  Ralph  Kinsler,  Peter  Rosian 
Harry  Young. 

Pittsburgh — Harry  Kalmine,  John  Har- 
ris, chairmen;  Peter  Dana,  Art  Levy,  C. 
C.  Kellenberg. 

Publicity — A1  Gregg,  chairman;  Fred 
Meier,  W.  Ward  Marsh,  Art  Spaeth,  Jack 
War  f el. 

Treasurer — M.  B.  Horwitz. 

Entertainment — Nat  Holt,  chairman; 
David  Bines,  Lester  Zucker. 

This  is  expected  to  be  the  biggest  testi- 
monial ever  staged  in  Cleveland,  with  an 
estimated  attendance  of  at  least  500. 


Detroit  M,  P.  Council 
Rounds  Out  Program 

Detroit — Program  for  the  year  has  been 
completed  by  the  Greater  Detroit  Motion 
Picture  Council,  according  to  Mrs.  Arthur 
D.  Kerwin.  The  group  meets  November 
2,  with  Dr.  Irwin  E.  Deer  of  the  MPPDA 
talking  on  “Tire  Problems  of  the  Indus- 
try.” All  meetings  are  to  be  held  at  2:00 
p.  m.  at  the  YWCA  Building. 

Frederick  Noyes  of  Jam  Handy  talked  on 
“Making  Movies”  at  the  October  meeting, 
followed  by  a discussion  on  “The  Zoning 
Plan.” 

Further  meetings  are: 

December  6 — “The  Press  Looks  at  the 
Movies,”  led  by  Milo  Ryan,  Wayne  Uni- 
versity Journalism  department,  with  talks 
by  all  local  film  critics. 

January  3 — “Music  in  Motion  Pictures,” 
with  Mrs.  McKee  Robinson,  formerly  of 
the  Bonstelle  Theatre. 

February  7 — “The  Schools  Report  on 
Photoplays,”  by  Preston  H.  Scott  of  Wayne 
University. 

March  7 — “The  Public  Library  and  Mo- 
tion Pictures,”  by  Miss  Marion  Service. 


Change  at  Bellevue 

Bellevue,  Mich. — F.  W.  Veith  now  is 
operating  the  Strand  Theatre  here.  The 
house  wa^  purchased  from  Leroi  Madison. 
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Call  Police  to  Rout 
Gate-Crashers 

Detroit — Detroit's  first  serious  gate- 
crashing mob  in  several  ysors  moved  in 
on  Manager  David  M.  Idzal  at  the  Fox, 
about  500  strong.  Call  for  police  resulted 
in  dispersal  of  the  mob,  which  came  from 
the  nearby  Detroit  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology. However,  about  150  succeeded 
in  crashing  by  the  doorman.  A few  of 
the  ringleaders  who  were  arrested,  were 
subsequently  released. 

J 

New  Parkside  Makes 
Debut  in  Detroit 


Detroit — Moss  Brothers’  new  900-seat 
Parkside,  at  Warren  and  Dickerson  Ave- 
nue, was  opened  with  a trade  screening 
for  a nearly  full  house  of  industry  figures 
and  guests. 

The  new  theatre  is  unique  in  design  in 
that  it  combines  for  the  first  time  imder 
one  roof  the  three  principal  amusement 
attractions  of  the  1940’s — a theatre,  a 20- 
alley  bowling  alley,  and  a cocktail  bar — 
making  it  definitely  an  amusement  cen- 
ter. Credit  for  the  original  combination 
goes  to  the  Mosses  and  to  the  architects, 
Bennett  and  Straight. 

House  was  erected  at  a cost  of  $220,000. 
A unique  feature  of  the  equipment  is  100 
seats  provided  with  earphones  for  hard- 
of-hearing. 


Seen  and  Heard  at  the  Opening: 

Sydney  and  Irving  Moss  very  proudly 
showing  folks  over  their  “new  baby”  . . . 
Groucho  Marx’s  double  (Eddie  Jacobson 
to  you)  posing  as  manager  of  the  new  one 
. . . Jack  Sullivan,  who  also  manages  the 
Van  Dyke,  is  definitely  the  g.  m.  of  the 
circuit  . . . Milton  Jacobson,  manager  of 
the  Monroe,  mistaken  for  his  brother  . . . 
L,  R.  Bennett  and  Eugene  Straight  both 
busy  explaining  details  of  the  house  they 
designed  . . . Ernie  Forbes  out  to  hear  his 
sound  work  ...  Ed  Long  says  “that’s  a 
good  sign”  . . . Anthony  Eugenio  double 
checking  the  decorations  ...  100  baskets  of 
flowers — the  Mosses  have  gathered  lots  of 
friends. 

Jimmie  Stevenson  of  WJR  was  m.  c.  for 
the  occasion  . . . Mollie  Lou  Moss,  niece  of 
the  owners,  played  and  sang  “God  Bless 
America”  from  the  stage  . . . Among  others 
seen:  Milton  A.  Behrendt,  former  sheriff; 
Judge  D.  J.  Healy;  Harold  A.  Stoll,  regis- 
trar of  deeds;  Sheriff  and  Mrs.  Andrew 
Baird:  Irving  and  Lily  Belinsky,  Film 
Drugs:  Ed  Carlson,  manager  of  the  Dawn; 
Harold  Sandelman.  M-G-M  salesman;  Don 
Glennie,  Republic  booker;  W.  J.  Turnbull’s 
National  Theatre  Supply  gang;  Bernard 
Brooks  of  the  President;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Broder,  circuiteers;  Bernard  Hoyt, 
Bank  Night;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  Lobdell, 
Lobdell  Sign  Service;  Sam  and  A1  Acker- 
man of  the  East  Side. 

Alex  Schreiber  of  Associated;  Nate 
Schreiber  of  the  Palmer  Park;  Mac  Krim, 
circuit  owner:  Arthur  Cohen,  Odono  Co,; 
Asher  Shaw,  United  Detroit  circuit;  James 
F.  Sharkey,  RKO  manager,  who  furnished 
the  film  screened,  “Too  Many  Girls” — with 
his  recent  bride:  Ralph  Ruben,  Amuse- 
ment Supply  Co.;  Ray  Moon,  Mutual 
Theatres  chief;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold 
Smilay  of  Associated,  and  E.  V.  Smith  of 
RCA  Photophone. 


"Long  Voyage  Home" 
Hailed  in  Cleveland 


Cleveland — Walter  Wanger,  producer  of 
more  artistic  screen  triumphs  than  there 
are  fingers  on  one  hand,  put  in  a very 
busy  day  last  Thursday.  Arriving  in  town 
in  the  morning,  at  noon  he  addressed  the 
members  of  the  City  Club,  one  of  the  larg- 
est organizations  of  Cleveland  business 
men.  From  the  City  Club  he  was  whisked 
to  the  Colony  Theatre  where  he  preceded 
the  trade  screening  of  “The  Long  Voyage 
Home”  with  a short  introductory  talk  in 
which  he  commended  a new  type  of  tech- 
nique to  the  invited  audience.  In  the  eve- 
ning he  was  guest  of  honor  at  a stag  din- 
ner at  the  Variety  Club.  The  critics  of 
Cleveland’s  three  newspapers  confined 
their  remarks  to  superlatives.  W.  Ward 
Marsh  of  the  Plain  Dealer  places  it  at  the 
top  of  the  list  of  great  films  of  this  day. 
“Lighting,  pace,  acting  and  direction  help 
to  place  it  among  the  great  artistic  films 
of  all  times,”  he  publicly  stated  in  his  film 
column.  Winsor  French  of  the  Press,  a 
bit  more  conservative,  thinks  it  is  “one  of 
the  great  motion  pictures”  while  Arthur 
Spaeth  of  The  News  expresses  the  hope 
that  every  moviegoer  adult  be  on  hand  to 
welcome  “a  brilliant  item  to  screen  story 
telling.” 

Cites  Radio  Aid 

Before  a group  of  more  than  a hundred 
City  Club  members.  Producer  Wanger 
asked  for  public  support  of  experimental 
pictures,  such  as  “The  Long  Voyage 
Home,”  the  same  as  is  given  radio. 

“The  radio  experiments  with  new  pro- 
grams” he  said,  pointing  out  specifically 
the  radio  program,  “Information  Please.” 
“How  was  this  program  started?”  he 
asked.  “Not  by  sponsors.  It  was  a sus- 
taining program  until  it  proved  its  value. 
Now  what  advertiser  wouldn’t  take  it  if  he 
could  get  it?” 

“Too  few  exhibitors,”  Wanger  stated, 
“are  willing  to  experiment  with  unusual 
pictures,”  but  Wanger’s  answer  to  this  is 
that  “any  good  film  will  be  popular.” 


Legit  Making  a Strong 
Comeback  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Detroit  film  houses  are  fac- 
ing their  heaviest  legitimate  opposition  in 
years. 

The  Lafayette  is  featuring  Wee  and 
Leventhal  stock  productions.  The  Cass 
continues  regular  roadshows,  with  most 
weeks  filled  this  year.  The  Wilson,  dark 
for  years  aside  from  occasional  roadshow 
films  and  private  shows,  opened  a week 
ago  under  J.  J.  Shubert  management  for  a 
30-week  season  of  musical  comedy  and 
operettas.  Littman’s  People’s  Theatre  is 
playing  Yiddish  stock. 


South  Hills  Inaugurates 
Book  Review  Matinees 

Pittsburgh — Warner’s  South  Hills  Thea- 
tre in  Dormont  has  inaugurated  a series 
of  book  review  matinees  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Mrs.  Florence  Fisher  Parry,  Press 
columnist.  Reviewed  at  the  first  matinee 
were  “Escape,”  “Letters  From  England” 
and  “Europe  in  the  Spring,”  after  which 
the  audience  viewed  the  regular  fUm  at- 
traction. The  idea  will  be  continued  if 
the  first  sessions  are  well  received. 
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Kurtzman  Initials  on 
Management  Series 


Boston — Charles  E.  Kurtzman,  Loew’s 
northeastern  division  manager,  was  the 
opening  speaker  in  a series  of  lectures  on 
Theatre  Management  being  conducted  by 
Arthur  L.  Tuohy  as  part  of  the  University 
Extension  plan. 

In  this  introductory  lecture,  Kurtzman 
stressed  the  importance  of  man  power 
and  advertising  in  good  management  of  a 
theatre.  Breaking  his  talk  into  two  divi- 
sions, Kurtzman  said: 

(1)  “The  buying,  booking,  and  proper 
handling  of  the  film,  placing  it  in  the 
right  spot,  and  watching  the  product  your 
competitor  is  running  are  important  to 
theatre  management. 

(2)  “Advertising  angles  should  be,  main- 
ly, let  the  people  know  you  have  a picture 
through  newspaper  advertising  and  ex- 
ploitation, etc.  Motion  pictures  may  be 
sold  as  a department  store  sells  its  ar- 
ticles, primarily  advertising  in  all  papers. 

“Theatre  business  is  highly  perishable,” 
the  Loew’s  executive  said,  “in  that  you 
run  a picture  one  week,  possibly  two,  and 
then  something  new  is  in,  therefore  you 
must  get  business  while  you  can,  otherwise 
it  is  gone.  Each  time  a new  picture  comes 
along,  a new  business  accompanies  it 
demanding  better  advertising  schemes  to 
catch  the  public  interest.” 

Howard  Burkhardt,  manager  of  Loew’s 
Orpheum,  was  scheduled  to  talk  on  Busi- 
ness Problems  on  Monday  evening,  Oc- 
tober 28,  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology,  in  the  second  of  a series 
of  16  lessons. 

Future  lecturers  for  November  will  in- 
clude: Thad  C.  Barrows,  Metropolitan 
Theatre  chief  projectionist,  speaking  on 
“Projection;”  and  Ben  Domingo,  city  man- 
ager for  RKO,  speaking  on  “Stage  Show 
Production.” 


Kennie  Faye  Partied 
By  Warner  Managers 

Hartford — A party  in  honor  of  Kennie 
Faye,  until  recently  assistant  manager  of 
the  downtown  Strand  here  and  now  man- 
ager of  the  south  end  Rialto,  was  held  in 
Glastonbury  at  the  Villa  Maria  Inn. 

On  hand  were  all  Warner  theatre  man- 
agers in  Greater  Hartford  including: 
James  F.  McCarthy,  Strand;  Frankie 
Morin,  Regal;  Harold  H.  Campbell,  Cen- 
tral (West  Hartford) ; Tommy  Mailer, 
Lenox,  and  William  B.  Flanaghan,  Lyric. 
Henry  Needles,  Warner  district  manager, 
was  also  in  attendance.  A traveling  bag 
was  presented  to  Faye. 


Sends  $10,000  Check  to 
Canadian  Red  Cross 

Hartford — The  Canadian  Red  Cross 
announces  receipt  of  a check  for  $10,000 
from  Katharine  Hepburn,  actress-daughter 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  N.  Hepburn  of 
West  Hartford.  Miss  Hepburn’s  contribu- 
tion was  part  of  more  than  $35,000  sent  to 
Canadian  authorities  by  theatrical  person- 
ages. 


(t  

Lowell  Licensing 
Board  Passless 

Boston — The  Mayor's  office  in  Lowell 
has  banned  the  handing  out  of  passes 
by  the  licensing  board  of  that  city.  For 
many  years  it  has  been  the  privilege  of 
the  licensing  board  to  distribute  passes 
to  friends,  using  them  for  social  as  well 
as  political  reasons. 

This  practice  affected  the  first-run 
theatres  in  that  territory  more  than  the 
subsequent-runs. 

V!-  0 

Brookline  Parking  Curb 
Hampers  New  Theatre 

Boston — Brookline  selectmen  last  week 
adopted  regulations  prohibiting  parking  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  new  Circle  Theatre, 
M&P  Theatre  Corp.’s  latest  venture  in  the 
Cleveland  Circle  section  of  Boston,  which 
is  adjacent  to  the  Brookline  town  line. 
TTie  theatre  had  originally  been  scheduled 
for  Brookline,  but  the  idea  was  given  up 
when  these  same  selectmen  refused  to  is- 
sue a permit  for  a theatre  in  Cleveland 
Circle. 

Although  the  theatre  is  equipped  with  a 
parking  space  which  will  accommodate  400 
cars,  the  streets  around  the  theatre  are 
still  congested.  All  roads  directly  about 
the  theatre  are  banned  from  7:00  to  10:00 
p.  m.  every  evening,  thus  leaving  only 
those  streets  on  the  Brighton  side  of  the 
line  open  for  available  parking  space. 


Several  Legionnaires 
Called  to  Service 

Boston — The  Theatrical  Post  of  Ameri- 
can Legion  is  losing  several  members  who 
are  being  called  back  to  active  service  by 
the  government  in  its  National  Defense 
Program.  Among  those  accepting  posts 
are  Dr.  Basch  and  Major  Cotty. 

Other  branches  of  the  film  district  are 
also  responding  to  the  call  of  duty.  Arthur 
Krohn,  M-G-M  student  booker,  is  now  at 
the  Chicago  Northwestern  University  in 
the  U.  S.  Naval  Ensign  School  there.  He 
was  made  a midshipman  after  a prelimi- 
nary 30-day  cruise. 

Norton  Wolf,  son  of  Maurice  N.  Wolf, 
local  M-G-M  district  manager,  recently 
joined  the  Civilian  Aeronautics  Corps  af- 
ter he  had  made  three  solo  flights. 


Theatre  in  Pawtucket 
New  England's  Latest 

Boston — The  Darlton  Theatre,  Harmon 
and  Currie  house  recently  opened  in  Paw- 
tucket, is  the  latest  modern  New  England 
theatre  to  be  erected. 

Among  those  at  the  opening  last  week 
Wednesday  were  Marty  Simons  of  20th- 
Fox,  Bill  Horan  of  Warners,  S.  L.  Lowe 
jr.  of  Theatre  Candy  Co.,  and  Leon  Fos- 
ter, Charles  Fish  and  Bill  Hawkins  of 
the  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co. 


Aid  Chest  Drive 

Hartford — A theatre  managers’  com- 
mittee, headed  by  Walter  B.  Lloyd,  man- 
ager of  the  Allyn,  has  become  part  of  the 
Hartford  Community  Chest  campaign  or- 
ganization. 


Conn.  Allied  Plans 
Membership  Drive 


New  Haven — Allied  Theatre  Owners  of 
Connecticut  is  set  to  launch  a state-wide 
membership  campaign  under  the  captaincy 
of  Shepherd  S.  Epstein  of  Boston.  De- 
cision was  reached  at  a luncheon  meeting 
at  the  Hof  Brau  Haus  here,  when  guest 
speakers  were  Arthur  K.  Howard,  Boston 
Allied  business  agent,  and  Frank  Lydon, 
New  England  regional  director. 

In  announcing  the  campaign,  Lawrence 
C.  Caplan,  executive  director,  urged  strong 
organization  activity  “because  the  consent 
decree  is  almost  a certainty,  and  un- 
doubtedly problems  will  arise  which  will 
require  clarification  to  the  exhibitor.” 
Caplan  also  pointed  out  that  the  state 
legislature  convenes  shortly  after  January 
1,  and  said  it  would  bring  with  it  threats 
of  increased  taxes  and  restrictive  meas- 
ures. 


Boston,  New  Haven  Allied 
Cooperation  Fostered 

Boston — A meeting  of  the  Allied  Thea- 
tres of  Connecticut  was  held  in  New  Haven 
last  week  Tuesday  and  was  presided  over 
by  Frank  Lydon,  eastern  regional  vice- 
president.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
the  corporation  of  the  Boston  unit  with 
the  Connecticut  unit,  insofar  as  Shepherd 
Epstein,  recently  appointed  field  repre- 
sentative to  assist  Arthur  K.  Howard,  busi- 
ness manager  of  Allied,  is  to  help  with  the 
conducting  of  business  meetings  and  to 
organize  and  solicit  members.  The  Boston 
organization  will  cooperate  still  further  by 
supplying  them  with  bulletins,  etc. 


Conn,  MPTO  Hears  Levy 
Report  Decree  Coniab 

New  Haven  — Connecticut  MPTO  met 
Monday,  October  28,  at  Ceriani’s  Cafe 
Mellone,  with  Irving  C.  Jacocks  jr.,  vice- 
president,  presiding.  Herman  M.  Levy, 
executive  secretary,  reported  on  the  pres- 
ent status  of  the  consent  decree  and  on 
his  conference  with  Hon.  Thurman  Ar- 
nold, assistant  attorney  general,  on  the 
subject  of  the  decree,  during  a recent 
trip  to  Washington. 

“It  is  hoped,”  the  executive  secretary 
stated  in  his  regular  bulletin  to  the  mem- 
bership in  commenting  on  the  present 
status  of  the  decree,  “that  some  of  the  time 
and  effort  is  being  spent  to  substitute  new 
provisions  in  the  decree  for  some  of  those, 
more  importantly  the  block-of-five  one, 
that  have  been  disturbing  exhibitors  the 
country  over.”  It  is  pointed  out  that 
Connecticut  MPTO  has  already  voiced 
its  opposition  to  the  decree  in  a resolu- 
tion forwarded  to  Arnold. 


Wm,  Banzhai  Buys  Theatre 
Interest  in  Whiteiield 

Whitefield,  N.  H. — William  W.  Banzhaf, 
formerly  of  Rye,  N.  Y.,  has  purchased 
Allen  F.  Stoughton’s  interest  in  the  Little 
Theatre,  located  in  the  Stoughton  Block, 
which  has  also  been  sold  to  Banzhaf. 

Besides  the  theatre,  the  block  contains 
several  stores,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
building  will  undergo  alterations. 
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I^EGOTIATIONS  will  soon  start  in  re- 
^ opening  of  exchange  employes’  con- 
tracts signed  last  November  for  two  years, 
with  the  option  to  reopen  in  one  year. 
B-41,  local  union,  will  call  a meeting,  with 
President  Sam  Zipkin  and  Business  Agent 
Bob  Hoffman  in  charge  . . . Allied  Thea- 
tre Owners  of  Connecticut  will  comb  the 
state  for  new  members,  with  Shepherd 
S.  Epstein  of  Boston  as  campaign  chair- 
man, in  preparation  of  a strong  member- 
ship to  meet  problems  of  consent  decree 
and  coming  legislative  session  , , . Arthur 
Lockwood  not  yet  able  to  attend  Con- 
necticut MPTO  meetings  as  a result  of  a 
long  illness,  and  Irving  C,  Jacocks,  vice- 
president,  presided  at  the  regular  lunch- 
eon-meeting Monday. 

Metro  hrmich  celebrated  its  recent  rec- 
ord in  the  annual  bonus  drive  with  a 
Victory  Dinner  Wednesday  (Oct.  30)  night 
at  Martin’s.  Milton  Hyams  presided  as 
head  of  the  Metro  Pep  Club.  Guests  of 
honor  were  T.  J.  Connors.  Bert  Mackenzie 
of  New  York;  Maurice  N.  Wolf,  Boston 
district  maiiager;  Mike  Simons,  editor  of 
the  company  publication,  and  Thomas 
Donaldson,  local  exchange  manager.  Guests 
numbered  about  32  . . . Expected  for  the 
Yale-Navy  game  were  John  Murphy,  as- 
sistant to  J.  R.  Vogel,  of  Loew’s,  Inc.;  Ben 
Joel  of  the  Loew’s  booking  office;  Arthur 
DeTitta  of  Movie  News  and  Mrs.  DeTitta, 
just  back  from  abroad;  Art  Schmidt,  Metro 
publicity  department;  Lou  Weinberg,  Co- 
lumbia, and  Son  Arthur,  a Yale  student 
. . . Earl  Wright,  2bth-Fox  salesman,  seen 
at  the  game  with  daughter,  Constance. 

Michael  Daly  has  put  the  Plainfield 
Theatre  on  a seven-day  schedule,  instead 
of  six  . . . The  Baileys  will  open  the  new 
Westville  about  November  10,  it  is  now 
reported  . . . East  Hampton  and  Moodus 
theatres  are  down  to  four-a-week  winter 
schedule,  while  Colchester  is  six-a-week 
. . . Jack  Borland  has  discontinued  opera- 
tion of  the  260-seat  Broadbrook,  and  it 
is  reported  Regan  and  Kaufman,  New 
York  theatre  operators,  will  take  over  . . . 
The  Shulmans  will  recover  the  walls  of  the 
900-seat  Rivoli,  Hartford,  and  are  con- 
sidering reseating  . . . Poli  circuit  paint- 
ing all  fire  escapes  . . . And  on  the  in- 
side: All  Poli  ushers  have  new  winter 
uniforms. 

Connecticut  exhibs  may  have  a repre- 
sentative in  the  state  legislature  this  year 
— Ted  Jacocks  has  been  nominated  as  rep- 
resentative from  Braiiford  . . . Masons  gave 
Lester  Isaacs,  head  of  Loew’s  sound  and 
projection,  a testimonial  dinner  at  the  As- 
tor  Hotel  Wednesday  (Oct.  30)  ...  Harry 
Shaw,  Lou  Brown,  and  projectionists  from 
the  Poli  circuit  attended  . . . M&P’s  Boston 
district  manager,  Hy  Fine,  is  back  on  the 
job,  after  resigning  recently  to  take  a new 
position  in  Florida  . . . A.  M.  Schuman, 
operator  of  the  Black  Rock,  Bridgeport,  is 
sick  with  the  grippe  and  Mrs.  Schuman 
is  taking  over  at  the  theatre  . . . Sam 
Germaine,  20th-Fox  booking  manager,  will 
soon  be  a grandfather  . . . Mrs.  Edwin 
Raffile  is  ill  at  St.  Raphael’s  . . . Nathan 


Host  Film  Couples 

West  Hartford,  Conn. — Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  Bellamy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Cag- 
ney and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prank  McHugh 
were  guests  at  dinner  last  Monday  eve- 
ning of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  G. 
Guinness  of  Mountain  Rd.,  West  Hartford. 


Lampert,  owner  of  Moodus,  Colchester,  and 
East  Hampton  theatres,  visited  for  three 
weeks  from  Miami  Beach  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Joseph  Markoff. 

Thomas  Donaldson  and  Mrs.  Donaldson 
saw  the  Army-Notre  Dame  game  in  New 
York  . . . Harry  Egert,  National  Screen 
home  office  executive,  spent  a few  days  in 
town  . . . N.  C.  Wrisley,  premium  dis- 
tributor, made  a factory  trip  to  Ohio  and 
West  Virginia  . . . Harold  Eskin  was  a 
Meadow  Street  visitor  . . . Harry  Reiner 
of  RKO  worked  on  Loew-Poli,  Hartford, 
exploitation  on  “Lum  ’n’  Abner”  . . . Jerry 
Coman  of  the  College  staff  has  been  made 
chief  of  service,  succeeding  James  Wilson, 
resigned,  while  Robert  Burnand  steps  into 
Coman’s  former  assistant  service  chief 
job. 

President  Seymour  of  Yale,  John  Day 
Jackson,  publisher  of  New  Haven  dailies, 
and  Dr.  William  Lyon  Phelps,  critic,  made 
speeches  at  the  swank  opening  of  “The 
Baker’s  Wife”  at  the  Lincoln,  for  the 
benefit  of  British  relief,  arranged  by  Man- 
ager Jean  DuBarry  ...  I.  J.  Hoffman, 
B.  E.  Hoffman,  John  Eberson,  Drew  Eber- 
son,  Herman  Myer,  Frank  Cahill,  Martin 
Bennett,  Joe  Goldstein,  Cy  O’Toole,  and 
D.  W.  Collins  among  the  notables  attend- 
ing the  opening  of  the  new  Warner  Bris- 
tol ..  . The  governor,  the  mayor,  Jimmy 
Milne  and  Harry  Shaw  guests  at  Dr.  Verdi 
testimonial  dinner,  for  which  Jim  Memery, 
Poli  division  artist,  prepared  an  unusual 
scroll  . . . Joseph  A.  Davis,  formerly  at 
Southington,  now  in  the  picture  framing 
and  gift  business  in  New  York. 

Vaudeville  out  Wednesday  of  “The  Great 
Dictator”  run  in  Waterbury  and  Friday  in 
Meriden,  but  resuming  regularly  after- 
ward . . . Columbia  bowlers  played  a Con- 


Studio  Visitors — 

L.  A.  Irwin,  owner  of  the  Palace  at 
Penacook,  N.  H.,  will  retain  this 
pleasant  memory  of  his  trip  to  Holly- 
wood. Here  Irwin  and  his  wife  are 
entertained  by  three  Paramount  chor- 
ines on  the  “You’re  the  One”  set.  The 
trio  of  cuties,  left  to  right;  Bernice 
Stewart,  Gwen  Kenyon,  Susan  Ridge- 
way. 


necticut  Films  team  captained  by  Johnnie 
Ricciuti  Tuesday  . . . Earl  Wright  of  20th- 
Fox  driving  a new  Pontiac  . . . Jack  Fish- 
man chose  a Cadillac  . . . Athan  Prakas 
of  the  Rivoli,  Bridgeport,  visited  in  New 
York  . . . Joe  Burke,  20th-Fox  traveling 
auditor,  bidding  the  New  Haven  branch 
adieu  for  Albany. 

Nick  Cavaliere,  New  Haven  photogra- 
pher, returning  to  New  Haven  after  a sum- 
mer spent  with  Father  Hubbard  in  the 
Arctic  . . . Why  do  Harry  Shaw’s  Coronas 
always  taste  best  to  Lou  Cohen?  . . . Why 
did  Harry  Blume  back  out  of  Mike  Toma- 
sino’s  proposition?  . . . What  does  Rita 
Johnson  mean  by  inscribing  that  gorgeous 
fan  photo  for  Harry  Shaw,  “The  Harry,” 
who  understands,  bless  him!”  . . . Son  of 
Harry  Rogovin,  Columbia  Boston  manager, 
will  soon  celebrate  his  Bar  Mitzvah. 

Sam  Farber  and  Sam  Lind  of  Premium 
Promotion  Syndicate,  Inc.,  are  running  a 
screening  of  a new  Cash  Quiz  at  20th-Pox 
screening  room  11  a.  m.,  November  12. 
Boston  also  has  had  an  invitation  screen- 
ing and  private  showings  . . . Metro  Pre- 
mium has  sold  State,  New  Haven,  its 
china  deal;  Plaza.  Waterbury,  enamelware; 
Bodoin,  Baltic  and  Plainfield,  Liberty  util- 
ity ware;  Colchester,  glass;  Moodus  and 
East  Hampton,  enamelware. 

Adolph  Johnson  and  Albert  Poulton  have 
booked  Mme.  Zelaine  in  the  Fine  Arts, 
Westport,  November  10-16,  and  Capitol, 
Middletown,  December  8-17.  Progressive 
Premium  has  new  china  deals  with  the 
Capitol,  East  Haven,  Capitol,  Danbury, 
Bristol,  Palace,  Torrington,  and  Capitol, 
Middletown. 

Edward  Fitzpatrick,  Poli,  Waterbury 
manager,  planted  special  story  and  art  on 
Leni  Lynn  of  the  “Hullabaloo”  cast,  born 
in  Waterbury  . . . Russell  Grant,  assistant 
at  the  Poli,  Hartford,  landed  another 
three-column  fur  co-op  ad  and  a jewelry 
co-op  on  the  same  picture  . . . Also  used 
a personal  letter  from  Frank  Morgan  of  the 
cast,  in  the  local  press  . . . Charles  Di- 
Scicca,  student  at  the  Poli,  Springfield, 
landed  a hairdresser  co-op  on  ‘"rhe  West-  ; 
erner”  . . . James  Lakana,  student  at  the 
Poli,  Worcester,  wangled  a co-op  hosiery 
ad  on  “Down  Argentine  Way.” 

No  late  Hallowe’en  shows  over  the  Poli 
circuit  this  year  . . . George  Freeman, 
manager  of  the  Poli,  Springfield,  broke  the 
announcement  of  booking  of  “The  Great 
Dictator”  day  after  he  heard  the  news  him- 
self in  the  local  press,  and  had  an  air 
announcement  on  WMAS  street  broadcast 
ten  minutes  after  he  received  word  . . . 
Bill  Scanlon,  assistant  at  the  Palace,  Mer- 
iden, broke  front  page  with  a story  on 
Jean  Darling,  who  headlined  in  his  vaude 
show. 

The  Fox  Dynamo  compliments  Harry 
Shaw,  Lou  Brown,  Bob  Russell,  and  all 
the  Poli  boys  on  their  remarkable  “Down 
Argentine  Way”  campaign. 


Three  Buy  Lamps 

Boston — The  Independent  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Co.,  headed  by  Ernest  Hosmer,  has  in- 
stalled rectifiers  and  lamps  at  the  Plaza 
in  Fall  River,  E.  M.  Loew’s  Capitol  in 
Sanford,  Me.,  and  at  E.  M.  Loew’s  Hart- 
ford in  Hartford,  Conn. 
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DEPORT  has  it  that  Hy  Fine,  former 
M&P  district  manager  who  recently  ac- 
cepted a post  as  general  manager  for  the 
Lynch  circuit  in  Florida,  has  been  seen 
around  the  film  district  this  week.  Boston 
evidently  looks  good  to  him. 

The  Film  Exchange  Transfer  Co.,  being 
operated  by  the  estate  of  Harry  Decker,  is 
furthering  plans  for  moving  of  the  trans- 
fer establishment  to  new  quarters  on 
Broadway  at  the  edge  of  the  film  district. 

Latest  changes  in  the  M&P  managerial 
lineup  include  the  transfer  of  Norton 
Shapiro,  assistant  at  the  Franklin  Park 
Theatre  in  Dorchester,  to  post  of  mana- 
ger of  the  Humboldt  in  Roxbury  replacing 
Bernard  Phillips  who  has  resigned.  The 
new  assistant  at  the  Franklin  Park  will 
be  named  at  a later  date. 

Marty  Glazer,  formerly  assistant  to  Paul 
Levi  in  the  publicity  department  at  the 
Metropolitan  in  Boston,  is  rapidly  getting 
organized  in  his  new  position  as  publicity 
director  for  the  Paramount  and  Fenway 
theatres  . . . Margaret  Dolan  is  the  latest 
addition  in  the  booking  department  of  the 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.,  replacing  Marietta 
Baer  who  left  last  week  to  take  up  matri- 
monial duties. 

The  Lieut.  A.  Vernon  Macaulay  Post  of 
American  Legion,  film  district  segment, 
held  its  annual  installation  of  officers  and 
dinner  dance  at  the  Hotel  Statler  in  Bos- 
ton on  Tuesday  evening,  October  29. 

Fred  Fahlbusch  of  the  M&P  Theatres 
Corp.  accounting  department  returned  to 
work  this  week  following  several  months  of 
convalescing  . . . Arthur  White  is  the  new 
doorman  at  Loew’s  State  in  Boston.  He 
has  been  brought  on  from  Pittsburgh  by 
District  Manager  Charles  E.  Kurtzman. 

The  Cinema  Club  of  Boston,  comprised 
of  motion  picture  bookers,  is  scheduled  to 
hold  its  annual  election  of  officers  No- 
vember 16  . . . The  first  25  people  com- 
ing to  Loew’s  State  Theatre  dressed  in 
western  costume  were  admitted  as  guests 
of  Manager  Fred  Greenway  on  the  open- 
ing night  of  “The  Westerner.” 

Two  theatres  are  being  built  in  Fal- 
mouth, Mass.,  to  take  care  of  boys  at 
Camp  Edwards.  It  is  unknown  at  pres- 
ent whether  or  riot  the  government  has 
control  of  these  situations  ...  A new 
theatre  is  scheduled  for  Portland,  Me.,  to 
be  controlled  by  the  Ralph  Snider  circuit. 

Joe  Druker  is  dickering  for  seats  but 
the  Taunton  exhibitor  will  not  disclose 
the  name  of  the  proposed  new  location 
. . . Work  is  progressing  fast  on  the  new 
RKO  exchange  which  will  go  up  at  the 
corner  of  Arlington  and  Church  streets. 

The  new  ^0-hour  week,  which  went  into 
effect  last  week  Thursday,  does  not  seem  to 
affect  the  burning  of  midnight  oil  in  the 
local  film  district. 

Bill  Reilly,  film  carrier  for  Salem  and 
the  North  Short,  is  now  riding  around  in  a 
new  Chrysler,  instead  of  his  old  Lincoln, 
and  swears  he  gets  18-miles  per  gallon 
on  the  open  road. 

Auditors  have  been  at  Monogram  Pic- 
tures this  week  . . . John  “Lucky”  Fein- 
stein,  who  is  dispensing  “Lucky”  theatre 
giveaway  in  this  territory,  has  been  in  Hew 
York  looking  for  more  theatre  deals  . . . 


The  Ritz,  new  theatre  of  Clyde  Tilton  at 
Gorham,  N.  H.,  has  been  sold  to  John 
Smith  from  Hew  York  who  has  never  had 
theatrical  experience  of  any  kind  in  the 
past. 

Marcel  Mekelburg  and  Sam  Levine  of 
Northeastern  Films  made  a special  trip  to 
Maine  this  week  on  “Birth  of  a Nation,” 
which  they  are  distributing  throughout 
New  Engiand  . . . William  J.  Scully,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  and  Jules  Lapidus, 
district  manager,  were  in  at  the  local  Uni- 
versal exchange  this  week  . . . Seen  in  the 
district  from  Portland,  Me.,  was  James 
Kaltsas,  new  owner  of  the  Colonial  there. 

Joe  Sehmuck,  recently  associated  with 
Harry  Segal,  is  now  working  with  Eddie 
Kleine  at  the  Bay  State  Film  Co.  . . . 
Dave  Manley  is  the  new  manager  of  the 
Colonial  in  Portland,  Me.  . . . Allan 
Stoughton  has  given  up  the  operation  of 
the  Little  Theatre  in  Whitefield,  H.  H., 
selling  building  and  theatre  to  William 
Banhalz  who  has  already  taken  possession 
of  the  location. 

The  Motion  Picture  Salesmen’s  Club  of 
Boston  will  hold  its  annual  installation  and 
dance  at  the  Versaiiles,  formerly  known 
as  the  Southland,  on  November  16  . . . 
Major  Martell  wound  up  a successful  book- 
ing trip  in  Boston  for  U.  S.  Army  camp 
theatres  . . . Jim  Kennedy,  film  man,  is 
now  a physical  training  instructor  at  va- 
rious army  camps. 

Mark  Jeffrey  has  reopened  the  Hew 
England  Film  Exchange  at  the  corner  of 
Church  and  Melrose  streets  in  the  Boston 
film  district  arid  is  also  selling  “perfect 
insurance  protection  for  theatres”  . . . Roy 
E.  Heffner  previewed,  “Will  Joyce  Hear 
It?”  at  the  20th-Fox  screening  room.  Ex- 
hibitor reaction  was  fine.  It  is  being  dis- 
tributed in  Hew  England  by  Specialty  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  for  Film  Alliance. 

“Knute  Rockne — All  American”  opened 
last  week  Thursday  at  the  Metropolitan  in 
Boston  to  SRO  crowds  . . . The  Paramount 


in  Barre,  Vt.,  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  house, 
is  going  into  vaudeville  . . . Julius  Meyers, 
film  district  veteran,  has  obtained  a license 
to  build  a theatre  at  Concord,  Mass.,  which 
he  hopes  to  have  completed  before  spring. 

Linwood  Curtis,  manager  of  the  Strong 
Theatre  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  was  in  town 
last  week  . . . Fred  Green,  manager  of  the 
Bijou  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  and  head  of 
the  Community  Drive  in  that  city,  was  also 
a visitor  in  the  film  district  last  week. 

Manny  Lima,  manager  of  the  Allen  The- 
atre in  Hew  Bedford,  is  combining  his 
managerial  duties  with  politics.  Manny 
is  running  for  city  councillor  in  Hew  Bed- 
ford . . . Recent  renovations  at  the  Ma- 
jestic, Maine  & Hew  Hampshire  Theatres’ 
house  m Burlington,  Vt.,  include  new  drap- 
eries and  stage  decorations  which  have 
been  installed  by  Capitol  Theatre  Supply. 

Thomas  Vitri,  film  district  veteran,  has 
taken  over  the  Crown  Theatre  in  Lowell. 
Mrs.  Rose  Fasano,  recent  owner,  operates 
the  Cummings  in  Fitchburg  . . . Imperial 
Pictures  has  obtained  rights  on  a series 
of  Chap>lin  reissues  . . . “The  Dictator”  op- 
ened with  large  attendance  at  both  the 
Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum. 

Grace  McGowan,  local  M-G-M  em- 
ploye, has  been  vacationing  in  Washing- 
ton . . . The  M-G-M  Club  held  a Hallo- 
we’en Party  . . . Irving  Wallenstein,  winner 
of  the  first  prize  in  the  drawing  held  by 
the  Friars  Club  Milk  Fund  Campaign  com- 
mittee recently,  queried  upon  receiving  the 
1941  Buick,  where  the  radio  was  in  the 
car. 

The  Central  was  opened  in  Lawrence 
recently  and  equipped  by  P.  Edward  Comi 
of  the  Theatre  Service  & Supply  Co. 

William  Purcell,  formerly  manager  of 
the  Royal  in  Worcester  for  E.  M.  Loew,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  managership  of  the 
Strand  in  Hew  Bedford  for  the  exhibitor. 
The  Royal  is  being  managed  at  present 
by  George  H.  Smith. 


QUALITY  of 
HIGH  INTENSITY 


THE  BRENKERT  SENARC 


AUTOMATIC  HIGH  INTENSITY  PROJECTION 
LAMP  FOR  THE  SMALLER  THEATRE 


The  Brenkert  Senarc  produces  for  the 
smaller  theatre  the  same  high  inten- 
sity white  light  heretofore  available 
only  in  large  theatres.  Brenkert  engi- 
neering has  made  the  Senarc  available 
at  a surprisingly  LOW  FIRST  COST. 
That  fact,  combined  with  the  Senarc's 
equally  LOW  OPERATING  COST, 
makes  it  possible  for  any  theatre  . . . 
ranging  from  the  smallest  to  that  of  800 


seat  capacity  ...  to  easily  afford  the 
installation  of  this  note-worthy  develop- 
ment ...  to 
have  high 
intensity 
p r o j ection 
rivalling 
that  of  the 
largest 
theatres. 


ECONOMY  of 
LOW  INTENSITY 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


^ NEW  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FOR 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • BOSTON.  MASS. 
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H TWO-DAY  teachers’  convention  boost- 
ed grosses  at  all  first  runs  and  at 
Portland's  one  legitimate  house,  offsetting 
somewhat  the  damaging  effects  of  the 
annual  Automobile  Show  held  at  the  Expo 
Building.  With  three  cars  priced  in  the 
higher  brackets  as  major  awards,  the 
show  managed  to  attract  approximately 
50,000  persons  . . . Harry  Botwick  of  the 
State  did  his  best  to  attract  the  the  6,000 
visiting  teachers  to  his  theatre.  Besides 
heavily  advertising  his  current  attraction, 
“Knute  Rockne — ^All  American,"  he  placed 
a barrel  of  apples  in  front  of  the  boxoffice 
with  a large  sign  reading — “An  apple  for 
the  teacher.” 

Nathan  A.  Press,  assistant  manager  of 
the  State,  celebrated  his  28th  birthday 
October  20  . . . Margaret  Johnson,  candy 
girl  at  the  State,  is  ill  ..  . Fred  Stoloff, 
NSS  salesman,  and  Don  Chambers  of  Para- 
mount, were  Filmrow  visitors  . . . The 
Pastime  at  Madison,  Me.,  has  been  re- 
modeled. The  theatre,  a Lockwood  & Gard- 
ner eriterprise,  is  managed  by  Lawrence 
Libby. 

Another  naval  reserve  standing  by  for 
orders  is  the  Empire  manager,  young  Billy 
Fields.  Joe  McGonigle,  Strand  doorman, 
is  also  a reserve  . . . “Recess  Time’s”  fame 
has  spread  to  the  far  corners  of  Maine 
and  into  New  Hampshire  and  "Vermont,  as 
proved  by  countless  letters  received  by 
Harry  Botwick  of  the  State.  The  juvenile 
program  put  on  by  the  theatre  each  Sat- 
urday morning  for  the  past  three  years,  is 
aired  over  Station  WCSH. 


Mrs.  Harry  Botwick  spent  the  week  in 
New  Haven  visiting  relatives  and  friends 
. . . Cecil  B.  UeMille’s  “North  West  Moun- 
ted Police,”  which  opened  at  the  State 
October  25,  has  received  more  newspaper 
and  radio  publicity  than  any  picture  in 
Portland  for  the  past  two  years.  The  cam- 
paign included  in  addition  to  newspaper 
advertisements,  readers  and  cuts;  radio 
plugs  and  transcriptions;  much  outdoor 
billing — 24  and  3 sheets;  window  cards 
and  tieups  with  Liberty  magazine  and  sev- 
eral motion  picture  magazines.  A special 
preview  was  held  a week  in  advance  for 
local  projninents. 

Demolition  of  the  buildings  at  Wood- 
fords  Corner  to  make  way  for  the  new 
Snyder  theatre  building  is  well  under  way. 
The  building  code  was  revised  two  months 
ago  to  make  possible  the  construction  of 
this  theatre  by  the  present  operator  of  the 
Strand  and  Empire  theatres.  The  house 
will  make  the  second  suburban  theatre  in 
the  neighborhood.  The  Cameo,  operated  by 
the  Leon  P.  Gormans,  is  situated  about 
six  blocks  from  the  proposed  site  of  the 
new  building. 

The  aiinual  meeting  of  the  Portland 
Motion  Picture  Council  will  be  held  at  the 
Eastland  Hotel  November  16  . . . Bad  news 
for  fihn  men  in  the  Aroostook  county  ter- 
ritory, as  well  as  farmers,  is  the  fact  some 
5,000  acres  of  “spuds”  were  buried  by  an 
unheralded  snowstorm  early  this  week. 
The  potato  growers’  and  shippers’  com- 
mittee estimated  from  3,000  to  9,000  acres 
were  ruined  by  cold  weather  and  the  snow. 


IIHIIARTIIFORIIO) 


TOMMY  MALLER,  popular  manager  of 
the  Lenox,  has  had  his  tonsils  removed. 
Johnnie  McDonald  filled  in  . . . Albert 
Schulman  was  in  Washington  for  a week 
...  In  Boston  on  business  was  Bernard 
W.  Levy,  manager  of  the  main  stem  Proven 
Pictures  and  district  supervisor  of  the 
Lieberman  theatres  . . . Audrey  Elizabeth 
Repass,  daughter  of  the  Crown  manager, 
and  Arthur  Lexius  spent  their  honeymoon 
in  Washington.  They  are  now  residing  on 
Wethersfield  Avenue  here  . . . Michael  J. 
Daly  of  the  Daly,  Hartford,  and  Plainfield, 
Plainfield,  was  a New  Haven  visitor  . . . 
William  Pickette  is  a new  projectionist  at 
the  Plaza,  Windsor  . . . Manager  George 

E.  Landers  of  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  was  in 
New  Haven  ...  In  Hartford  was  Harry 

F.  Shaw,  Loew’s  Poli  division  manager  . . . 
WB’s  Palace  in  Torrington  is  offering  blue 
orchid  dinnerware  to  lady  patrons  . . . 
Louis  Brown,  publicist  for  the  Loew’s  Poli 
circuit,  was  in  town  to  see  Manager  Jack 
A.  Simons  of  the  local  Loew’s  Poli. 

Ernest  Dorau,  manager  of  the  Middle- 
town  Theatres,  was  in  Guilford  . . . Milton 
Rome,  doormaji  at  the  Loew-Poli  Palace, 
is  quite  a jitterbug  . . . Edward  E.  Arnold 
has  joined  the  usher  staff  at  the  State  on 
a part-time  basis  . . . Jenny  Sumowski, 
Loew’s  Poli  candy  girl,  had  a cold  . . . Judy 
“Scatterbrain”  Canova,  during  her  p.  a. 
at  the  State  here,  made  aji  appearance  at 
the  Bushnell’s  Memorial  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Hartford  Courant’s  cooking  school  . . . 
James  Landino,  student  assistant  at  the 
Roger  Sherman,  New  Haven,  is  now  man- 
aging the  WB’s  Tremont  in  Ansonia  . . . 
Joe  Penner,  during  his  appearance  at  the 
State,  helped  open  G.  Fox’s  1941  radio 
show  last  fortnight  with  a broadcast  over 
Station  WTIC  . . . A.  M.  Schulman  of  the 
Black  Rock  in  town  on  business  . . . Na- 


tional Screen  has  signed  trailer  contract 
with  the  Palace,  New  Britain. 

Milton  Gastkins,  porter  at  the  Loew- 
Poli  Palace,  has  resigned  . . . “Florian,”  the 
first  in  a series  of  films  sponsored  by  the 
Women’s  Committee  of  the  Children’s  Mu- 
seum of  Hartford,  was  presented  at  the 
Bushnell’s  Memorial  last  Saturday  . . . 
Hollis  Sweeney,  student  assistant  at  the 
Loew-Poli  Palace,  spent  a weekend  in  Bos- 
ton where  he  took  in  some  shows  and 
looked  over  the  Hub  City  . . . Elsie  Fergu- 
son, screen  star,  was  in  Old  Saybrook  last 
week  . . . Loew-Poli  Palace  cashier,  Mrs. 
Helen  Ellis,  had  an  attack  of  the  grippe 
. . . Joseph  Furman,  member  of  Loew’s 
maintenance  department.  New  York,  was 
in  tovra  to  see  the  local  Loew  Poli  boys  . . . 
Front  and  lobby  frames  at  the  Loew  Poli 
have  been  repainted  . . . Olsen  & Johnson’s 
“Hellzapoppin’  ” is  due  at  the  Bushnell’s 
Memorial,  November  5. 

Hillmer  D.  Robinsoii,  assistant  to  Man- 
ager George  E.  Landers  at  E.  M.  Loew’s, 
announces  he  is  contemplating  organizing 
a house  basketball  team  at  that  theatre. 
Incidentally , Robinson  is  a former  backet- 
ball  star  of  William  H.  Hall  High  School  in 
West  Hartford  . . . Said  a piece  in  the 
Hartford  Courant:  “Charlie  Chaplin,  ar- 
riving in  New  York,  annowiced  that  he 
wants  to  film  a slap-stick  movie.  Perhaps 
a record  of  an  American  campaign”  . . . 
The  Avery  Memorial’s  motion  picture  sea- 
son got  under  way  with  the  showing  of 
the  British  film,  “Challenge,”  dealing  with 
the  drama  and  tragedy  of  the  first  asceiit 
of  the  Matterhorn  back  in  1865  . . . Ray 
J.  Richards,  who  resigned  as  cashier  at  the 
Bushnell’s  Memorial  to  become  director  of 
public  relations  at  Holy  Cross,  was  in 
Hartford  to  see  friends  . . . Mark  Twain 
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gDWARD  RUFF,  Paramount  exchange 
manager,  and  Henry  Germaine,  Para- 
mount booker,  were  in  from  New  Haven  on 
a business  trip  . . . Joseph  I.  Thackwray, 
one  of  the  city’s  pioneer  exhibitors,  died 
in  his  87th  year  following  a fall  down  a 
flight  of  stairs  in  his  home  . . . Leon 
Haddleman  of  New  Haven  is  in  charge  of 
the  Capitol  during  the  Bermuda  visit  of 
Manager  Samuel  Haddleman  . . . Thirteen 
Loew-Poli  employes  registered  here — three 
each  from  the  Loew-Poli  and  Majestic 
and  seven  from  the  Globe. 

Lillian  Yancott,  American  cashier,  is 
now  Mrs.  Bernard  Salvatore  . . . Manager 
Manny  E.  Kuggel  of  the  Warner  has  his 
troubles.  His  dog  got  into  a fight,  came 
off  second  best  and  is  now  recuperating  in 
a veterinary’s  hospital  . . . Eugene  Fitel- 
son.  Globe  usher,  fractured  his  wrist  while 
playing  football  . . . The  theatre  bowlers 
have  their  season  well  launched  . . . The 
Strand-Palace  played  a Polish  language 
picture  m Technicolor  for  two  days  to 
good  business  . . . Anthony  Alteri  has  re- 
signed as  doorman  at  the  Warner. 

Anita,  wife  of  Globe  Manager  Harry 
Rose,  celebrated  another  birthday  . . . 
Morris  Haddleman,  who  manages  the  Shel- 
ton Theatre,  has  recovered  from  the  grippe 
. . . George  Kepick  has  joined  the  main- 
tenance staff  at  the  Globe  . . . Ernest  Gil- 
bert is  back  in  the  booth  at  the  Rivoli  . . . 
Matt  Saunders  of  the  Loew-Poli  guested 
Frazier  Hunt  . . . Fred  Perry,  veteran 
theatre  manager,  was  in  the  city  ahead  of 
Ben  Bernie’s  band  . . . The  Palace,  Tor- 
rington, has  started  a dinnerware  deal 
...  A.  new  oil  burner  has  been  installed 
in  the  Strand. 

“The  Great  Dictator”  is  playing  the  Ma- 
jestic . . . The  projectionists  tossed  a party 
in  Carpenters’  hall  in  honor  of  Peter  Ber- 
nard’s appointment  to  the  draft  board  . . . 
The  birthday  of  Arthur  “Otto”  Esposito 
and  Hallowe’en  fell  on  the  same  day  . . . 
The  Strand  Amusement  bowlers  rolled 
their  first  garne  against  the  Columbia  Ex- 
change maplebusters  in  New  Haven  . . . 
Harry  Rose  added  a “Charlie  Chaplin” 
contest  to  his  amateur  show  as  a plug  for 
“The  Great  Dictator.” 

The  Connecticut  State  Teachers  Ass’n 
used  the  Loew-Poli  for  their  annual  con- 
vention . . . Harry  and  Anita  Rose  were 
the  last  two  theatre  folks  from  here  to 
take  in  the  'World’s  Fair.  It  was  their  sec- 
ond visit  . . . William  Nelson  is  back  on 
the  Hippodrome  door  after  a major  opera- 
tion . . . The  Loew-Poli  street  broadcast 
now  has  a sponsor. 

Morris  Jacobson,  general  manager  of 
the  Strand  Amusement  Co.,  has  purchased 
a new  home  . . . The  Garde,  New  London, 
is  using  amateurs,  with  $75  in  cash  prizes 
. . . The  Hippodrome  has  advanced  chil- 
dren’s matinee  prices  to  15  cents  and  now 
claims  to  be  the  quietest  neighborhood 
house  in  the  city  . . . Phil  Oliver  has  ap- 
plied a new  coat  of  paint  to  the  front  of 
his  Strand  and  also  has  had  his  office 
done  over. 


Directs  Holy  Cross  Publicity 

Hartford — Raymond  J.  Richards,  cash- 
ier at  the  Bushnell’s  here  since  1935,  has 
been  appointed  director  of  public  relations 
at  Holy  Cross  College. 


Masquers’  eighth  season  opened  last  Wed- 
nesday with  the  play  “Margin  for  Error” 
at  the  Avery  Memorial. 


54 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  2,  1940 


A New  Year's  Party  Sparks  and  Warner  Building 
To  F eature  America  Reports  in  Jackson  ville 


Dallas — America — its  music,  dances,  en- 
tertainment and  food — will  be  the  central 
theme  of  Dallas  Variety’s  New  Year’s  cele- 
bration December  31  at  the  Adolphus 
Hotel.  More  than  1,000  persons  are  ex- 
pected to  attend  the  event  which  will  be 
known  as  “An  American  Party,”  according 
to  Chief  Barker  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  who  also 
is  identified  as  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  Interstate. 

The  affair  will  be  under  the  direction  of 
Paul  Short,  division  manager  of  National 
Screen  Service,  who  also  directed  the 
club’s  first  Smorgasbord  Supper  Party  last 
New  Year’s  and  who  designed  and  directed 
the  entertainment  activities  for  Variety’s 
national  convention  in  Dallas  last  April. 

The  Grand  Ballroom  of  the  Adolphus 
will  be  decorated  with  emblems,  shields 
and  flags  of  the  Americas.  Banquet  table 
decorations,  favors  and  flowers  will  be 
unique  and  authentic.  Only  those  things 
indigenous  to  the  American  way  of  life 
will  be  employed.  Special  fluorescent 
lighting  will  enhance  the  occasion. 

The  menu  will  feature  strictly  American 
foods  and  American  recipes  for  wild  tur- 
key, quail,  roast  beef  and  pork,  baked  ham 
and  spareribs.  Also  many  other  meat 
dishes  with  the  innumerable  fruits  and 
vegetables  including  the  proverbial  black- 
eyed  peas  and  lentils  which  invariably  ap- 
pear on  American  dinner  tables  during  the 
New  Year  observance  because  of  their  good 
fortune  tradition. 

Music  will  be  furnished  by  two  orches- 
tras. Before  the  midnight  hour,  American 
folk  dances,  including  the  square,  will  be 
featured.  Immediately  after  the  midnight 
hour,  the  music  and  dancing  will  go  swing, 
rhumba  and  La  Conga. 

Although  the  date  also  marks  the  an- 
nual induction  of  new  Variety  officers, 
there  will  be  no  speeches.  Instead,  Chief 
Barker  O’Donnell  will  conduct  brief  cere- 
monies honoring  the  outgoing  and  incom- 
ing officials. 

Reservations  for  the  party  have  already 
been  made  by  the  OWahoma  Tent  and 
members  and  guests  from  Louisiana,  as 
well  as  from  points  throughout  the  south- 
west. 


Three  Units  Open,  Five 
Building  in  S.  Texas 

San  Antonio — Theatre  activity  in  south 
Texas  looks  bright  with  three  houses  re- 
cently opened  and  five  more  under  con- 
struction. 

Opened  recently  were  Ezell  & Underwood’s 
new  Drive-In  here  with  a capacity  of  486 
cars  and  costing  $40,000;  Phil  Isley’s  new 
theatre  in  Brownwood,  and  R&R’s  new  Ritz 
in  Crockett  which  is  managed  by  Earl 
Schultz. 

Those  under  construction  follow:  In 
La  Peria — R.  P.  “Rip”  Condron,  who  has 
the  Alto  here,  is  building  a new  Mexican 
house;  Mercedes — Interstate  (Texas-Con- 
solidated) is  erecting  a new  house  here. 
Circuit  also  operates  the  State  and  Rio  in 
this  Valley  town;  Weslaco — Texas-Con- 
solidated (Interstate)  is  building  a new 
theatre  here;  Brownwood — Interstate’s 
new  800-seater  is  now  well  under  way 
here;  Edinburg — Dr.  L.  J.  Montague’s  new 
house  is  nearing  completion.  Montague 
also  operates  the  Azteca  and  Juarez  in  this 
south  Texas  town. 


Allied's  Leaders  to 
Texas  Convention 


Dallas — Texas  Allied’s  annual  conven- 
tion November  12  and  13  here  at  the 
Adolphus  Hotel,  is  expected  to  attract  a 
number  of  organization  leaders  from  other 
sections  of  the  country.  At  least  one  dis- 
tributor— M-G-M — is  planning  to  send  a 
representative. 

Abram  P.  Myers,  Allied  general  counsel, 
will  make  it  unless  he  is  tied  up  by  the 
consent  decree,  and  Sidney  Samuelson  will 
come  on  from  Philadelphia.  Samuelson,  a 
former  president  of  national  Allied,  will 
discuss  the  group’s  recently  formulated 
AID  (Allied  Information  Department) 
plan  on  film  buying. 

M-G-M’s  emissary  will  be  William  P. 
Rodgers,  general  sales  manager  of  the 
company,  who  last  week  addressed  a meet- 
ing of  the  West  Pennsylvania  unit  of  Al- 
lied in  Pittsburgh.  Ascap  is  sending  E.  C. 
Mills,  and  National  Screen  Service,  George 
Dembow  and  Stanley  Neal. 

Dembow  and  Neal  will  outline  a com- 
mercial adverti.sing  deal  recently  effected 
between  NSS  and  national  Allied. 


Wholehearted  Cooperation 
For  Robbins  Testimonial 

Dallas — Concrete  evidence  of  the  whole- 
hearted cooperation  between  exhibitors  in 
this  territory  and  National  Screen’s  20th 
anniversary  testimonial  to  Herman  Rob- 
bins, is  reflected  in  the  numerous  circuit 
deals  for  prevues  and  accessories  reported 
by  Paul  Short,  division  manager. 

Topping  the  list  is  the  three-year  deal 
with  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.,  East  Texas 
Theatres  and  affiliated  companies  for  de 
luxe  all-talking  prevues  and  complete  serv- 
ice of  all  accessories  to  every  house  on 
these  circuits.  Jefferson  will  eliminate  its 
own  accessory  department  and  Joe  Thomp- 
son, the  manager,  will  be  added  to  Na- 
tional’s staff. 

In  Oklahoma  City,  Wallace  Walthall, 
Dallas  branch  manager,  and  Walter  Shut- 
tee,  general  manager  for  Standard  Thea- 
tres, consummated  a deal  in  which  Na- 
tior  al  will  serve  Standard  with  de  luxe 
talking  prevues. 

Other  service  contracts  have  been  con- 
cluded by  National  with  the  J.  G.  Long 
circuit  of  35  houses,  the  R,  N.  Smith  The- 
atres in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley,  the  S,  G, 
Pry  circuit,  the  Southern  Amusement  Co. 
of  Lake  Charles,  La.,  and  with  Server 
Leon,  west  Texas  circuit  operator. 


McNatt  Adds  Fourth 

Naples,  Tex, — Walter  McNatt,  owner  of 
the  Inez  Theatre  here,  the  Morris  in 
Daingerfield  and  the  Village  in  Hughes 
Springs,  has  added  a fourth  to  his  string 
with  purchase  of  the  Capitol  at  Linden 
from  J.  B,  Parker. 


Jacksonville,  Pla. — The  12  theatres  in 
the  Jacksonville  area  will  be  augmented 
with  four  more  neighborhood  houses  and 
a rumored  first-run  Warner  Bros,  theatre. 

E.  J.  Sparks,  president  of  the  Plorida 
State  Theatres,  operator  of  more  than  140 
houses  in  Plorida,  announces  plans  for 
three  new  neighborhood  houses  in  Jack- 
sonville. Sites  have  been  selected  for  the 
houses,  and  plans  drawn  by  Roy  A.  Ben- 
jamin, Jacksonville  architect.  Work  will 
be  started  on  all  theatres  at  once  and  they 
will  be  in  full  operation  by  Pebruary,  ac- 
cording to  the  announced  plans.  They 
will  be  modern  and  have  a 600-seat  ca- 
pacity each. 

Another  Jacksonville  neighborhood 
house  with  a 700  seating  capacity  is  being 
built  by  L.  H.  Holloway  and  associates  of 
Cordele,  Ga.  Ground  has  been  broken  for 
this  house  and  it  will  be  in  operation  some- 
time in  January. 

The  three  new  Sparks  theatres  will  bring 
the  number  of  houses  under  his  manage- 
ment to  12  in  Jacksonville. 

It  is  reported  that  New  York  interests 
have  taken  an  option  on  a lease  for  a 
valuable  piece  of  downtown  property  in 
Jacksonville  for  a proposed  theatre  of  900 
to  1,000  seats  and  that  first  run  Warner 
pictures  will  be  shown.  There  has  not 
been  a Warner  first-run  picture  shown  in 
Jacksonville  since  the  first  of  the  year. 

Construction  work  at  Jacksonville’s  new 
Naval  Air  Station  has  been  under  way  for 
several  months  and  will  start  full  opera- 
tions by  January  1.  The  work  at  Camp 
Blanding,  some  40  miles  from  Jacksonville 
will  also  bring  40,000  or  more  men  to 
training  quarters.  Both  government  pro- 
jects will  loosen  a payroll  of  $2,000,000  a 
month  as  well  as  increasing  the  population 
of  the  Sunshine  State’s  Gateway  City. 


St.  Petersburg  Drive-In 
Being  Built  by  Sparks 

St.  Petersburg,  Pla. — Construction  is 
under  way  on  St.  Petersburg’s  first  drive- 
in  on  a 20-acre  tract  of  land  at  the  cor- 
ner of  72nd  Avenue  and  Pourth  Street, 
north. 

The  unit,  being  built  by  the  Sparks  cir- 
cuit, is  expected  to  be  ready  by  the  first 
of  the  year.  Operation  and  admission 
policy  of  the  500-car  situation  will  be  an- 
nounced later,  according  to  Bolivar  Hyde 
jr.,  city  manager  for  Sparks. 


Welles  and  Wells 

San  Antonio — Orson  Welles  and  H.  G. 
Wells  were  in  town  Monday  and  took  part 
in  a joint  interview,  discussing  dramatics 
and  world  events  over  KTSA,  with  News 
Editor  Charles  Shaw  as  interviewer. 

(, 

Augusta  Recognizes 
Frank  /.  Miller 

Augusta,  Ga. — The  700  block  of  Broad 
Street,  formerly  known  as  the  Herald 
Square,  has  been  renamed  the  Miller 
Square  by  the  City  Council  in  honor  of 
Frank  J.  Miller  sr.,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  Augusta  Amusements, 
Inc.,  for  his  many  contributions  to  the 
"welfare  and  progress"  of  Augusta. 
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VISITORS  TO  THE  ROW:  Louisiana— 
Morris  Meltz,  prominent  exhibitor  of 
Perriday,  dropped  in  the  city  and  reported 
gratifying  business.  Meltz  doesn’t  come 
down  very  often  but  he  buys  suffi- 
cient supplies  for  a month.  Up  in  Amite 
there  is  no  cause  for  “kicks”  over  poor 
business,  says  Manager  Currier  of  the 
Amite  Theatre;  L.  D.  Guidry,  Royal,  Eliza- 
beth; L,  J.  Langlois,  New  Roads,  apologized 
for  missing  a couple  of  weeks  but  the  truth 
of  the  matter  is  some  of  the  help  was  un- 
der the  weather  and  he  was  obliged  to  do 
double  duty;  O.  J.  Gaude,  Magic,  Port 
Allen;  A.  J,  Ott,  Kentw'ood;  A.  Marrelo, 
Rendevois,  Grand  Isle;  Milton  Guidry, 
Abbeville;  Vic  Maurin,  Fox,  Houma;  G,  C. 
Ogden,  Chimes,  University;  Mrs.  Justine 
Harvey,  Harvey,  Melville. 

R.  J.  Brunet  of  the  Imperial  staged  a 
benefit  for  Glen  Long  who  has  been  ill 
for  some  time.  Brmiet  donated  the  use  of 
his  theatre,  the  services  of  his  employes, 
the  film  and  all.  Those  ivho  donated  their 
services  as  entertainers:  Henry  Dupree, 
Ray  McNamara,  Hayes  & Ginger,  Ralph 
Grayson,  Miriam  Martel,  Boiniie  Bell  and 
Lorraine  D’Aquin.  Long  worked  for  Brunet 
22  years  ago. 

The  fourth  annual  rodeo  and  live  stock 
show  will  be  held  on  the  LSU  campus  in 
Baton  Rouge,  beginning  November  6. 
Frank  Autry,  brother  of  Gene,  will  be  one 
of  the  riders.  Newsreel  men  will  cover  the 
event. 

The  Plaza  at  Newton,  Texas,  operated 
by  J.  W.  Jenkins,  has  been  transferred  to 
A.  M.  Riley  who  is  operating  a house  at 
Logansport,  La.  . . . C.  A.  Rambonnet, 
formerly  working  out  of  Atlanta  as  a 
salesman  for  Affiliated  Producers,  Die.,  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Rambonnet,  was  in  the 
city.  They  were  shown  around  by  James 
C.  Crocketts  of  the  local  office  of  Affili- 
ated. 

Donald  Romaine,  formerly  jwner  of 
several  locations  in  Mississippi,  and  who  is 
well  known  in  the  city  and  ter.itory,  was 
in  renewing  acquaintances.  He  is  now 
located  in  Poplar  Bluff,  Mo,  . . , RKO  is  in- 
stalling an  air  conditioning  system  and 
fixing  up  salesmen’s  headquartt  rs  on  the 
ground  floor.  Page  Baker  is  exchange 
manager. 

United  Chain’s  new  house,  the  Algy,  on 
the  West  Side,  has  formally  opened  and 
is  doing  excellent  business.  The  house  is 
equipped  with  the  latest  type  sound  and 
projection  apparatus,  and  the  auditorium 
has  been  acoustically  treated. 

Marlene  Dietrich  did  not  appear  in  per- 
son at  the  premiere  of  her  latest  film, 
“Seven  Sinners,”  at  the  Orpheum,  October 
31.  Red  carpets  on  the  sidewalk,  spot 
lights  and  numerous  other  fixings  were 
part  of  the  opening  , . , Betty  Thomson, 
secretary  at  the  United  Chain  offices,  has 
resigned  and  is  now  with  the  U.  S,  Army 
supply  base  here.  Anita  Cather  takes  her 
position. 

The  Charlie  Chaplin  film,  “The  Great 
Dictator,”  came  to  Loew’s  State  at  ad- 
vanced prices.  Matinees  75  cents;  nights 
$1.10,  all  taxes  included.  Lines  were 
formed  for  all  performances  . . . Exchanges 
granted  their  employes  time  off  on  All 
Saints  Day. 

Downtown  theatres  scored  a hit  with 
their  patrons  by  announcing  that  elec- 
tion returns  would  be  flashed  on  the  screen 


as  soon  as  received  and  as  a result  thea- 
tre parties  are  being  formed  . . . W.  A. 
Prewitt  has  returned  from  a trip  to  the 
factory  of  the  American  Desk  Mfg.  Co., 
Temple,  Tex.  The  report  comes  that  Prew- 
itt may  be  the  owner  of  an  airplane  before 
the  first  of  the  year. 

At  a special  executive  committee  meet- 
ing of  the  Filmrow  Hunting  Club  held  on 
the  third  floor  of  the  Flash  Delivery  Ser- 
vice it  was  decided  to  amend  the  by-laws 
and  admit  exhibitors  to  the  club  and  a 
draft  system  be  inaugurated.  President 
Prewitt,  after  an  elaborate  ceremony, 
drew  the  first  blue  pill.  It  proved  to  be 
that  Morris  Meltz  of  the  Arcade  Theatre  of 
Ferriday  was  the  honored  one.  Following 
m quick  succession  the  names  of  L.  D. 
Guidry,  Royal,  Elizabeth;  A.  M.  Riley, 
Plaza,  Newton,  Tex.;  A.  J.  Brussard,  Bruce, 
Crowley;  Ed  Delaney,  Pike,  Magnolia, 
Miss. — then  the  pills  gave  out  and  the 
draft  was  suspended  till  next  meeting  of 
the  organization. 

The  Louisiana  Kennel  Club  will  stage  a 
dog  show  at  Jerusalem  Temple,  November 
2 and  3.  Filmrow  is  said  to  have  several 
entries  ...  A modern  restaurant  will  be 
opened  on  the  ground  floor  of  Loew’s 
Theatre  building  by  James  Poulas  . . . 
Henry  Dupre  has  been  appointed  program 
director  of  WLW  . . . Jerry  Horwin,  Hol- 
lywood screen  writer,  and  his  bride,  Bettie 
Judell,  were  in  New  Orleans  on  their 
honeymoon.  Horwin  is  the  author  of  “My 
Dear  Children.”  Horwin  believes  “We  can’t 
get  too  much  comedy  and  normal  life  in 
pictures.  There  is  enough  horror  in  the 
newsreels.” 

Henry  Lazarus,  late  owner  of  the  Center, 
Coliseum  and  part  owner  of  the  Circle, 
who  died  September  11,  left  an  estate  of 
$193,997.04,  it  was  revealed  through  an  in- 
ventory filed  in  civil  district  court.  The 
larger  part  of  the  estate  consisted  of  thea- 
tre properties  and  stocks.  The  estate  is  to 
be  divided  between  Mrs.  Lazarus  and  a son, 
Isador  L.  . . . Peggy  Fenno,  a product  of 
the  Little  Theatre  here,  will  leave  soon  for 
Hollywood  and  a screen  trial  at  Warner 
Bros.  . . . The  local  musicians  union  will 
stage  a benefit  in  November,  all  proceeds 
to  be  turned  over  to  the  symphony  orches- 
tra being  organized  here  . . . The  Center 
Theatre  celebrated  its  fourth  anniversary 
this  week. 

Visitors  to  Filmrow;  Louisiana — Joe 
Pizzuta,  Lutcher,  Lutcher;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Barre, 
Edgard,  Edgard;  T.  T.  Castleman,  Water- 
proof: Mrs.  Gene  Anthony,  Ideal,  Poncha- 
toula;  Vinton  Thibeaux,  Fern,  Lafayette; 
H.  Labat,  Fern,  Raceland  . . . Skipper  Rod- 
ney Toups  of  Loew’s  State  has  uniformed 
the  theatre  crew  in  blue  with  yellow 
stripes.  The  boys  look  like  a bunch  of  rear 
admirals  on  dress  parade  . . . R.  Molzon  is 
making  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  a 
500  seater  in  Plaincourtville,  La.  . . . The 
Rose  in  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  was  to  be  re- 
opened November  1 by  Saenger  . . . Mrs. 
W.  A.  Prewitt  jr.  visited  Mrs.  Vera  Derbis 
in  Ponchatoula,  La. 

Arthur  Dickinson  of  the  Fire  Preven- 
tion Bureau  held  a fire  drill  at  all  ex- 
changes last  week  and  inspected  the 
premises  ichich  he  pronounced  okay. 


Scripts  Barry  Sagebrusher 

Hollywood — Doris  Schroeder  is  script- 
ing “Desert  Bandit”  for  Republic.  Don 
Barry  will  be  starred. 


— A1  Wolf  rhoto 

Cowboy  Stocker — 

Lyjin  Stocker,  Dallas,  who  began  his 
calf  roping  as  a boy  in  Uvalde,  re- 
verted to  type  and  tried  his  luck  with 
the  lariat  and  a fractious  calf  at  the 
second  annual  rodeo  of  the  Cinema 
Bridle  and  Breakfast  Club  at  White 
Rock  Lake  Sunday.  Stocker,  vice- 
president  and  district  manager  of  the 
R.  E.  Griffith  theatres,  held  his  own 
with  the  roping  experts  against  whom 
he  competed.  The  Rodeo,  receipts  of 
which  went  to  the  Dallas  Variety 
Club’s  charity  fund,  was  well  attend- 
ed and  according  to  horse  experts  was 
a fine  exhibition  of  horsemanship.  The 
club  is  comprised  of  folks  from  film 
and  Theatrerow  in  Dallas.  Many  pro- 
fessional riders  and  ropers  entered 
the  events  to  lend  color  to  the  fes- 
tivities. 

(!  ■ 

: Remember  When — : 

VI-  -U 

Jackson,  Miss. — A recent  picture  in  the 
Modern  Theatre  section  of  Boxoffice, 
showing  the  Missouri  Theatre  in  St.  Louis 
as  a next  door  neighbor  to  the  Third  Bap- 
tist Church,  set  R.  W.  Tyson  of  the  State 
Theatre  in  Jackson,  reminiscing,  and  with 
his  reminiscences  came  the  belief  he  too, 
had  a situation  to  narrate,  which,  if  any- 
thing, surpassed  the  church -theatre  neigh- 
borhoodship. 

Writes  Tyson;  “Until  seeing  this  picture 
I thought  I wa^  the  only  exhibitor  having 
such  experience. 

“In  1917  I had  built  a theatre  in  Val- 
dosta, Ga.  The  First  Methodist  Church 
was  next  door,  however  there  was  an  in- 
tervening plot  of  some  25-feet  frontage 
separating  theatre  from  church.  This  plot 
was  owned  by  the  church. 

“While  the  theatre  was  under  construc- 
tion the  pastor  of  this  church  got  busy 
among  his  members  and  had  a Sunday 
school  room  built  on  the  vacant  spot,  us- 
ing the  theatre  walls  as  a party  wall.  Street 
entrance  to  this  Sunday  school  room  was 
placed  at  the  theatre  line — making  the  en- 
trance not  far  from  my  boxoffice.” 

Paralleling  further.  Showman  Tyson  re- 
ports both  he  and  the  pastor  had  one  great 
common  interest  in  the  movies — both  were 
Charlie  Chaplin  fans. 
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H.  KINNEY  has  announced  plans  for 
the  construction  of  a New  Hays  Thea- 
tre in  Hughes,  Ark.  This  house  will  be 
completed  about  November  15,  with  350 
seats  on  lower  floor  and  150  in  balcony. 
A 50-piece  band  from  Forrest  City  will 
play  for  the  grand  opening.  Harold  Riggan 
will  be  manager;  Miss  Ollie  Dell  Sims, 
cashier;  Paul  Kelly  jr.,  advertising  man- 
ager, and  Henry  Harmon,  operator.  The 
cost  of  this  house  will  be  approximately 
$15,000. 

Lou  Hellhorn,  who  was  twice  manager 
of  the  Malco,  when  it  was  the  Orpheum, 
is  the  new  exploiteer  for  RKO  in  the  Des 
Moines  territory  . . . Gertrude  Lawrence 
presented  “The  Skylark”  at  the  Ellis  Audi- 
torium, Monday  and  Tuesday,  to  stand 
out  business. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row;  Gordon 
Lee  Hutchins,  State,  Corning,  Ark.;  L.  J. 
Denning,  YMCA,  Bemis,  Tenn.;  Burris  and 
Henley  Smith,  Imperial,  Pocahontas,  Ark.; 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Noble,  Temple,  Leland,  Miss.; 
S.  T.  Lyles  jr.,  Ritz,  Oxford,  Miss.;  Owen 
Reeves,  Dixie,  Fulton,  Miss.;  W.  H.  Kaver, 
Von,  Booneville,  Miss.;  G.  H.  Brewer, 
Savoy,  Clarksdale,  Miss.;  W.  E.  Ringer, 


Ty[RS.  GENE  HIGGINBOTHAM  of  Hardy, 
owner  of  the  Ozark  Amusement  Co., 
announces  Lloyd  Hutchins  will  manage  her 
circuit.  Hutchins  has  had  15  years’  ex- 
perience in  the  theatre  business  and  re- 
cently resigned  as  manager  of  the  Palace 
at  Crane,  Tex.  He  has  also  been  asso- 
ciated with  circuits  in  Oklahoma  and 
Texas.  His  brother,  Glenn  Hutchins,  will 
assist  in  the  operation  of  the  circuit. 

The  addition  of  new  members  and  pro- 
motion of  others  on  the  staff  of  the  Bob 
Burns  Theatre  at  Van  Buren  is  annouriced 
by  Oscar  Miller,  manager.  Miss  Sylvia 
Swearingen  has  been  promoted  to  secre- 
tary and  treasurer ; Jack  Srnith  has  been 
named  doorman;  Miss  Mildred  Intres  is 
in  charge  of  concessions  and  assistant 
cashier;  Miss  Madeline  Perrymore  is  re- 
lief cashier,  and  Delbert  Love  is  mainten- 
ance man. 

The  Co-Ed  in  Arkadelphia  will  oper- 
ate on  Sundays  and  Mondays  in  addition 
to  Saturdays,  it  is  announced  . . . J.  W. 
Crabtree,  manager  of  the  Merlu  at  Claren- 
don, gave  a special  benefit  matinee  for 
the  PTA  . . . Clayborn  Tipton,  manager  of 
the  New  at  Monette,  announces  a special 
midnight  show  on  Saturday  nights  will  be 
offered  throughout  the  season. 

Henry  Brownlee,  manager  of  the  Ritz 
and  New  theatres  at  Russellville,  was  host 
recently  at  a private  showing  of  “Knute 
Rockne.”  John  Tucker  and  Marvin  Gattin 
of  Arkansas  Tech,  high  school  coaches 
from  Clarksville  and  Atkins,  were  guests. 

Mrs.  Cora  Compton,  who  has  managed 
the  Mack  at  Eudora  for  the  past  eight 
years,  has  moved  to  Lake  Village  where 
she  assumed  management  of  the  New.  The 
Mack  at  Eudora  and  the  New  at  Lake  Vil- 
lage are  owned  by  C.  H.  McCroskey  of 
Dermott.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Simpson,  who  has 
assisted  in  the  management  of  the  Mack 
for  several  months,  is  now  in  charge  of 
the  house. 

The  Amity  at  Amity  is  installing  new 
seats  and  making  various  improvements  in 


Gem,  Leachville,  Ark.;  J.  J.  Sharum, 
Sharum,  Walnut  Ridge,  Ark.;  W.  M.  Ham- 
mer, New,  Collierville,  Tenn.;  Jack  Wat- 
son, Palace,  Tunica,  Miss.;  W.  O.  Taylor, 
Uptown,  Dresden,  Tenn.;  John  Shannon, 
Shannon,  Portageville,  Mo.;  Jack  Mar- 
shall, Frances,  Dyersburg,  Tenn.;  W.  F. 
Ruffin,  Ruffin,  Covington,  Tenn.;  J.  F. 
Adams,  Bruce,  Bruce,  Miss.;  C.  C.  Mundo, 
Rex,  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  Miss  Louise  Mask, 
Luez,  Bolivar,  Tenn.;  G.  H.  Goff,  Rustic, 
Parsons,  Tenn.;  B.  Haberfeld,  Varsity, 
Amory,  Miss. 

W . H.  Kaver,  who  owns  the  Von  at  Her- 
nando, Miss.,  has  named  A.  L.  Emerson 
jr.,  inanager  of  this  house  . . . J.  A.  Owens, 
who  for  many  years  operated  the  theatre 
in  Amory,  Miss.,  was  on  the  Row  looking 
for  a likely  spot  for  a theatre. 

C.  B.  Ross,  president  of  Ross  Federal, 
Inc.,  spent  several  days  in  Memphis  with 
his  local  manager.  Cliff  Wallace  . . . W.  W. 
Davis  has  taken  over  the  operation  of  the 
Ritz  at  DeWitt,  Ark.,  from  J.  A.  Brewer. 

Jimmy  McCormick,  head  doorman  at 
Loew’s  Palace,  has  been  elected  president 


the  projection  room  . . . W.  Clyde  Smith, 
city  manager  for  Malco  in  Hot  Springs, 
recently  observed  his  birthday  in  connec- 
tion with  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the 
Paramount  there. 

Damage  estimated  at  $4,000  was  caused 
by  fire  to  sound  equipment  at  the  Dixie, 
Ashdown.  The  house  is  owned  by  K.  Lee 
Williams  ...  A new  house,  the  Liberty, 
will  be  opened  in  Little  Rock  at  313  Main 
Street  in  December,  according  to  C.  C. 
Mundo,  owner  of  the  Rex. 


of  the  freshman  class  at  the  State  Teach- 
ers College  in  Memphis  . . . Mrs.  E.  W. 
Gibson,  together  with  her  operator,  was  on 
the  Row  booking  for  the  Tutrovansum  at 
Tutwiler,  Miss.,  due  to  Mr.  Gibson’s  con- 
tinued illness  . . . Plans  have  been  com- 
pleted for  the  southern  Colonial  home, 
which  is  to  be  built  by  L.  F.  Haven  sr.  of 
Forrest  City. 

Lloyd  Hutchins  who  is  now  booking  for 
the  Ozark  Amusement  Co.,  at  Hardy,  Ark., 
spent  a couple  of  days  on  the  Row.  He 
reports  Mrs.  Margaret  Harkey,  who  owns 
this  circuit,  but  who  has  been  forced  to 
give  up  the  operation  of  same  temporarily, 
due  to  illness,  is  feeling  better  . . . John 
Mohrstadt  is  doing  extensive  redecorating 
at  his  Missouri  Theatre  at  Hayti,  Mo. 

Sig  Roberts,  who  recently  opened  the 
Star  at  Amory,  Miss.,  was  on  the  Row  ad- 
vancing his  bookings.  When  the  University 
of  Mississippi  football  team  met  the  Uni- 
versity of  Arkansas  team  in  Memphis  on 
Saturday,  October  26,  each  team  brought 
the  greatest  following  of  exhibitors  ever 
assembled  in  this  section  to  witness  a 
game.  Arnong  those  who  saw  the  game 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Kuykendall,  presi- 
dent of  MPTOA,  whose  home  is  in  Colum- 
bus, Miss. 

Aubrey  Looney  was  on  the  Row  negotiat- 
ing for  product  in  a nearby  Arkansas  town. 
Full  details  will  be  forthcoming  as  soon 
as  his  plans  are  complete,  he  advised. 

The  old  fashioned  Hallowe’en  party 
given  by  the  girls  on  Filmrow  at  the  Va- 
riety Club  Saturday  night  was  voted  the 
best  party  ever  given  at  the  club.  The 
prizes  for  the  best  costumes  were  won  by 
Thelma  Shide  of  Republic  and  Winston 
Mobley. 

Harrington  Wortsmith,  shipper  at  Re- 
public, is  recuperating  from  an  appendec- 
tomy at  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  in  Little 
Rock. 


When  You  Install  SIMPLEX  Projedion 
Equipment  Complete 

“THE  NAKED  EYE” 

Sees  the  Difference  on  the  Screen 
and  your 

BOXOFFICE  SEES  MORE  PROFITS 


SIMPLEX  E-7  PROJECTORS  — SOUND  AND  LIGHTING 
EQUIPMENT  PAY  THE  DIFFERENCE 
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PRODUCERS  RELEASING  CORF,  has 
moved  into  new  offices  at  163  Walton 
St.  Miss  Hattie  Dorrian  and  Mrs.  Chris- 
tine Hitchcock  have  been  added  to  the  of- 
fice force,  and  Jack  Nelson,  formerly  of 
Atlanta  and  New  Orleans,  has  been  added 
to  the  sales  force  ...  Ed  E.  Heller,  man- 
ager of  the  Charlotte  branch  of  PRC,  was 
a recent  visitor  . . . “Hitler — Beast  of  Ber- 
lin,” PRC  release,  enjoyed  an  excellent 
run  in  downtown  Birmingham,  and  is  now 
booked  in  for  an  extended  run  at  the  Capi- 
tol here  beginning  November  10  . . . N.  T. 
Towler,  PRC  salesman,  has  returned  after 
a successful  sales  trip  through  south 
Georgia. 

Ike  Katz,  district  manager  for  PRC,  an- 
nounces that  several  circuit  deals  have 
been  closed,  including  the  Wilby  Theatres 
in  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  and  the  Kin- 
cey  circuit  in  the  two  Carolinas  . . . Eddie 
Tomberlin  ivas  in  town  booking  for  his 
new  theatre  which  he  just  leased  from 
Fred  McLendon  at  Brmididge,  Ala.  . . . 
Poster  Exchange  will  move  to  new  quar- 
ters at  173  Walton  Street  next  week. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  C.  Lam,  Rome,  Ga., 
were  in  for  the  premiere  of  “Who  Killed 
Aunt  Maggie?”  . . . The  opening  of  the 
Charles  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  originally 
planned  for  October,  will  be  held  Novem- 
ber 4,  according  to  Charles  Rook,  owner, 
who  was  also  in  for  the  premiere  of  “Who 
Killed  Aunt  Maggie?”  . . . Martin-Thomp- 
son  Theatres  will  open  a new  house  in 
Andalusia,  Ala.,  November  4.  It  will  be 
called  the  Martin  . . . Howard  Wallace, 
Sack  Amusement,  is  driving  a new  auto 
. . . Hudson  Edwards,  city  manager  for 
L&J,  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  was  a visitor  over 
the  weekend  . . . John  Jenkins,  Million 
Dollar  Productions,  returned  from  a trip 
to  Florida. 

Visitors:  Cliff  McLendon,  Union  Springs, 
Ala.;  Hugh  Manning,  Gem,  Etowah,  Tenn.; 
C.  M.  Riggers,  Winter  Garden,  Winter 
Garden,  Fla.;  Charlie  Powell,  Moultrie, 
Moultrie,  Ga.;  H.  J.  Woodward,  Strand, 
Winder,  Ga.,  and  Mac  Jackson,  Strand, 
Alexander  City,  Ala.  . . . "Moon”  Corker  of 
the  Palace,  Athens,  Ga.,  reports  Mrs. 
Corker  is  much  improved  after  spending 
some  time  in  the  hospital  here. 

Herman  Silverman,  Wometco  Theatres, 
stopped  over  on  his  way  home  from  Mayo’s 
where  he  has  been  recuperating  for  the 
past  seven  weeks  . . . Harold  Laird,  with 
Republic  in  Tampa,  was  in  town. 


A Viennese  Exhibitor 
Finds  Haven  in  Texas 

Dallas — A refugee  exhibitor  from  Hit- 
ler’s wrath  may  soon  find  a haven  for 
peaceful  theatre  operation  in  Texas.  Not 
long  ago  Albert  Heilman  was  gainfully 
operating  a theatre  in  Vienna,  when  the 
blitzkrieg  struck. 

Mainly  because  he  spoke  Portuguese, 
Heilman  embarked  for  Brazil  and  sought  a 
new  theatre  there  without  success.  Then 
he  landed  in  Chicago  and  was  about  to 
work  out  a theatre  deal,  but  it,  too,  did 
not  materialize. 

Now  Heilman,  with  his  10-year-old  son, 
is  in  Texas  and  on  the  Row  this  week  vis- 
ited Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  national  Allied  presi- 
dent, in  his  search  for  a modest  Texas  sit- 
uation. Indications  from  Cole’s  office  were 
that  Heilman  may  soon  find  his  goal  in  the 
free  land  of  Texas,  U.  S.  A. 


Typical — 

Here’s  a night  view  of  Jim  Reynolds’ 
State  Theatre  in  Shelby,  N.  C.,  just 
a year  old.  Streamlined  to  the  nth 
degree,  and  offering  every  convenience 
to  the  patron,  including  excellent  pro- 
jection and  seats,  this  house  is  typical 
of  the  type  of  houses  the  independents 
are  erecting  over  the  two  Carolinas. 


Serve  Cocktails  for 
Laughton  and  25 


Oklahoma  City — Twenty-five  theatre, 
radio  and  newspapermen  were  guests  of 
the  State  Theatre  at  a cocktail  party  held 
at  the  Biltmore  Hotel  for  Charles  Laugh- 
ton. Bob  Pfotenhauer,  State  manager,  was 
host. 

Laughton  attended  the  party  between 
personal  appearances  at  the  theatre  where 
his  latest  film,  RKO’s  “They  Knew  What 
They  Wanted,”  opened  a week’s  run. 
Laughton,  who  made  two  appearances, 
used  an  excerpt  from  “Rembrandt”  to 
open  his  stage  program,  followed  with  cut- 
tings from  “The  Beachcomber”  and  “Mu- 
tiny on  the  Bounty,”  and  ended  with  the 
Gettysburg  address  from  “Ruggles  of  Red 
Gap.” 

Among  those  at  the  cocktail  party  were: 
Dave  Carter,  Lou  Allman  and  Terry  Tur- 
ner, RKO  exploiteers;  Morris  Loewenstein, 
president  of  Oklahoma  Theatre  Owners, 
Inc.;  Bert  Stern,  advertising  director  for 
Standard  Theatres  Corp.;  Eddie  Barr, 
amusement  page  editor,  Dallas  Journal; 
Irene  Bowers  Sells,  society  editor,  Okla- 
homa City  Advertiser;  Wilbur  Lukenbill, 
KOMA;  Joe  London,  KOCY  film  commen- 
tator; Carl  Stuart,  managing  editor;  Har- 
old Johnson,  Sunday  editor;  Eugene  Peach, 
city  editor,  and  Ruth  Meister,  society  edi- 
tor, all  of  the  Daily  Oklahoman  and  Times; 
and  Clifford  Pickens,  chairman  of  the 
guest  committee  of  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce. 

Pickens  presented  Laughton,  Allman  and 
Turner  with  “goodwill  commissions.” 

Paramount  Enterprises 
And  Lightman  Buy  RKO 

Memphis — RKO  has  closed  1940-41 
product  deals  with  Paramount  Enterprises 
of  Miami  and  the  M.  A.  Lightman  circuit 
of  Memphis. 

Bob  Mochrie,  eastern  and  southern  sales 
manager,  acted  for  RKO  along  with  South- 
eastern District  Manager  Dave  Prince,  in 
negotiations  with  S.  A.  Lynch  of  the  Para- 
mount organization,  and  with  Prince  and 
Branch  Manager  A1  Avery  of  Memphis  in 
the  deal  with  Lightman. 


^ AWTOMIE 

■yrsiTORS  in  our  midst  include  Frank 
Beckwith,  former  San  Antonio  Little 
Theatre  director,  who  is  in  from  Holly- 
wood where  he  is  a dialogue  director  at 
Warner  studios.  He  appeared  on  a special 
radio  program  over  WOAI  as  guest  artist 
. . . Jack  Howard  Britton,  film  camera- 
man, is  back  in  town  from  a sojourn  at 
the  San  Francisco  Golden  Gate  Exposi- 
tion which  closed  recently. 

Inez  Chaisson  is  the  little  lady  in  the 
boxoffice  at  the  new  Drive-In  Theatre  here. 
Two  shows  are  presented  nightly  ...  A 
sound  motion  picture  entitled  “Television” 
was  exhibited  at  the  Boys’  Clubroom  here 
. . . Pre-Hallowe'en  midnighter  at  the  Ma- 
jestic Saturday  was  in  the  form  of  a dual 
mystery  presentation.  "The  Mummy’s 
Hand”  and  Haunted  Honeymoon”  were  the 
features  . . . "While  Thousands  Cheer,” 
with  Kenny  Washington,  was  the  holiday 
offering  at  the  Cameo,  all-colored  house. 

The  town’s  only  other  all-Negro  house, 
the  Royal,  has  closed  its  doors  because, 
according  to  the  management,  “the  draft 
has  taken  away  175  of  my  regular  cus- 
tomers and,  thus,  I was  caught  by  the 
draft”  . . . Publicist  Louis  Smith  of  Co- 
lumbia flew  in  midweek  and  planed  out 
again  for  New  Orleans  after  a short  stay 
. . . “Before  I Hang”  was  the  pre-Hal- 
lowe’en midnight  chiller  at  the  Empire. 

Doug  Largen  jr.  has  been  added  to  the 
staff  of  car  attendants  at  the  New  Drive- 
In  ...  J.  L.  Greenwood,  bookkeeper  at 
the  Joy,  had  one  of  his  canines  entered 
in  the  Dog  Show  at  the  Municipal  Audi- 
torium recently  . . . Death  claimed  James 
H.  Jones,  67,  father  of  Helen  Jones,  Em- 
pire cashier.  He  was  a victim  of  pneu- 
monia . . . Jules  Fontenot,  assistant  chief 
of  service  at  the  State,  is  doing  a good 
job  of  vocalizing  over  KM  AC  o?i  the  "Juve- 
nile Stars  Program.” 

Katherine  Silverthorn,  Palace  cashier,  is 
out  temporarily  due  to  illness.  Her  hubby. 
Jack,  is  assistant  skipper  of  the  Uptown, 
neighborhood  house  . . . Manager  Henry 
Bergman  of  the  Texas  spent  a portion 
of  his  belated  vacation  down  in  Beeville 
...  A camera  crew  arrived  here  this 
week  to  film  the  Jefferson  High  School 
pep  squad  for  a forthcoming  “Grantland 
Rice  Sportlights.” 


Litigation  Centers  About 
"French  Girls  Club"  Run 

Birmingham  — Litigation  and  counter 
litigation  resulted  from  the  showing  of  the 
film,  “French  Girls’  Club,”  at  the  Galax. 
First,  the  police  banned  the  picture  on  the 
grounds  the  advertising  on  the  theatre 
front  was  risque,  although  the  show  itself 
was  comparatively  tame. 

Manager  W.  H.  Merritt,  claiming  the 
city  had  no  authority  to  ban  the  picture, 
obtained  a temporary  injunction,  which, 
however,  was  later  dissolved.  In  the  mean- 
while the  city  revoked  the  theatre’s  li- 
cense, and  the  theatre  obtained  a tempor- 
ary injunction  against  the  city,  which 
however,  did  not  permit  the  showing  of  the 
picture.  The  theatre  went  ahead  anyhow 
with  the  showing,  whereupon  the  police 
seized  the  film. 

As  a result,  the  police  have  several 
charges  pending  in  police  court  against 
Merritt,  including  one  for  each  day  the 
picture  was  shown,  also  a charge  of  mis- 
leading advertising. 


58 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  2,  1940 


Suit  Against  Interstate 
Moved.  Reports  Bridges 
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Dallas — O.  B.  Bridges,  formerly  of  Hous- 
ston  but  now  of  New  Orleans  where  he  has 
a connection  with  Joy  Houck,  was  here 
on  a booking  trip  this  week. 

Pressing  one  of  the  four  remaining  dam- 
age suits  against  Interstate  circuit  now  in 
the  federal  courts  of  Texas,  Bridges  said 
his  case  has  been  passed  to  the  January 
term  at  Houston  because  the  court  there 
was  too  busy  for  a hearing  now.  Bridges 
reiterated  that  there  had  been  negotia- 
tions for  a settlement  but  that  the  amoimt 
involved  was  too  small  to  be  entertained 
by  him. 

His  suit  is  based  on  the  government  case 
against  Interstate  several  seasons  ago 
which  banned  restrictions  on  prices  and 
double  bills  and  covered  the  time  Bridges 
operated  the  Palace  in  Houston. 

Report  Oskar  Korn  Plans 
Theatre  at  Humble.  Tex. 

Dallas — Oskar  Korn,  who  lately  sold  his 
O.  K.  circuit  to  the  R.  E.  Griffith  inter- 
ests, is  reported  to  have  plans  to  install 
a new  theatre  at  Humble,  the  report  in- 
cluding an  association  with  E.  N.  Collins, 
now  operating  the  Lindell  Theatre  there. 

Out  of  the  Griffith  deal  Korn  retained 
his  new  Lisbon  Theatre  on  the  edge  of 
this  city  and  has  announced  plans  for  a 
new  neighborhood  theatre  in  Houston. 


R.  N,  Smith  Announces 
Transfers  at  Banquet 

Mission,  Tex. — R.  N.  Smith,  circuit 
operator  with  headquarters  here,  recently 
entertained  his  managers  with  a banquet. 
He  announced  that  Bob  Euler  had  been 
transferred  here  as  his  assistant  and  gen- 
eral manager,  and  that  Howard  Baskin 
had  taken  Euler’s  place  as  booker  in  Dal- 
las. The  Smith  theatres  include  two  here, 
two  in  Raymondville  and  one  each  in 
Donna  and  Falfurias. 


TN  THE  special  service  department  of  Na- 

tional  Screen  Service,  governed  by  Joe 
Estes,  we  find  work  going  on  installing 
all  new  and  modern  equipment  for  pro- 
ducing special  trailers.  With  this  rehabili- 
tation is  included  air  conditioning  equip- 
ment for  the  department. 

O.  L.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Smith,  operating 
the  Alto  in  Alto  plus  their  newest  ven- 
ture, a new  show  at  Wells,  lumbering  com- 
munity between  Alto  and  Lufkin,  were 
booking  visitors  here  Wednesday. 

C.  V.  Jones,  R&R  official,  made  a quick 
trip  to  McAlester  Wednesday  and  there 
visited  with  Sam  Stokes,  the  circuit’s  local 
city  manager  . . . R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Inter- 
state vice-president,  returned  earlier  in  the 
week  from  a New  York  film  buying  trip. 

W.  R.  Holcomb,  former  east  and  north 
Texas  exhibitor,  now  a Dallas  resident, 
may  soon  have  booking  book  in  hand  as  his 
search  for  a new  theatre  is  now  on.  He 
held  a conference  with  a prospective  seller 
Wednesday,  the  outcome  of  which  was  not 
learned  at  the  moment. 

Directional  talents  of  R.  E.  Griffith  are 
now  being  worked  overtime  in  his  present 
assignment  as  chairman  of  the  amuse- 
ments division  in  the  Red  Cross  drive  here. 
R.  E.  gets  down  to  his  office  at  6 in  the 
mornings  these  days  and  stays  late  in  the 
evening,  really  putting  in  the  time  to 
reach  and  go  over  his  quota. 

Thos.  J.  Connors  and  C.  E.  Kessnich, 
southern  division  manager  of  M-G-M,  were 
here  this  week  making  the  circuit  and 
other  important  contacts. 

John  Stiles  and  Mrs.  Stiles  of  the  Ennis 
theatres  were  here  Wednesday,  the  visit 
being  out  of  the  ordinary  in  that  it  is  the 
first  for  Mrs.  Stiles  in  many  weeks.  She 
has  been  on  the  sick  list  but  the  evidence 
here  was  that  she  has  apparently  regained 


her  health.  Daughter  of  the  late  John  M. 
Sayeg,  Mrs.  Stiles  actively  managed  the 
Ennis  theatres  for  a year  or  more  until  her 
marriage. 

Roy  Howell  of  Coleman,  in  booking; 
Dale  Willson,  El-Tex,  Elgin,  on  a periodical 
visit;  Wick  Johnson,  Comfort,  conferring 
with  equipment  and  film  firms  for  his  new 
drive-in  at  Alamo;  Mrs.  Maggie  Scott  and 
daughter  in  from  Odessa  on  one  of  her  too 
rare  visits;  Phil  and  Mrs.  Jsley  off  to 
Chicago  to  see  their  daughter,  Phyllis,  ap- 
pear in  a stage  show;  Ruben  Frels,  Vic- 
toria, conferring  with  Colonel  Cole;  R.  Q. 
Coleman,  Mabank,  in  on  one  of  his  fre- 
quent trips;  Johnny  Blevins  in  from  Dub- 
lin. 

Scheduled  for  opening  Friday  was  the 
neighborhood  house  in  Houston  built  by 
L.  C.  Baxley  and  W.  C.  Lytle  . . . Dallas 
personalities  who  traveled  to  San  Antonio 
for  the  opening  of  the  Drive-In  there  by 
C.  C.  Ezell  and  W.  G.  Underwood,  were 
Lloyd  Rust  of  the  Republic  exchange;  Burt 
King  of  RCA,  and  J.  I.  Roberts  of  National 
Theatre  Supply. 

M.  J.  "Dutch”  Konemann,  formerly  of 
the  Dallas  office  of  national  Theatre  Sup- 
ply, and  more  recently  with  the  company  in 
San  Francisco,  has  returned  to  the  Dal- 
las branch  as  office  manager.  Konemann 
is  a protege  of  Oscar  Oldknow  of  At- 
lanta. Both  are  Georgia  Tech  alumni. 
"Dutch"  was  an  All-American  on  the  Geor- 
gia Tech  football  squad  some  years  back. 

Phil  Isley  and  Johnny  Long  are  in  a 
race  to  open  first  at  Palacios,  Tex.,  where 
each  is  installing  a 1,000-seat  house.  The 
occasion  for  the  competition  is  the  prepa- 
ration of  a United  States  Army  training 
camp  at  that  point. 

The  Martini  family,  theatrically  en- 
trenched in  Galveston,  are  reported  to  have 
plans  for  a new  theatre  near  the  new  Army 
post  to  he  established  in  that  city. 


F.  P.  Newman  Succumbs 
Following  Long  Illness 

Greenville,  Tex. — F.  P.  Newman,  as- 
sociate of  A.  W.  “Jack”  Lilly  and  Col.  H. 
A.  Cole  in  theatre  interests  here,  died  last 
Friday  of  complications  following  a long 
illness. 

In  late  years,  while  he  has  retained 
his  theatre  interests,  his  personal  attention 
has  been  devoted  to  insurance.  The  pass- 
ing of  Newman  removes  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  theatre  business  in  Texas. 

Build  1.000-Seat  House 
In  Sheifield.  Ala. 

Sheffield,  Ala. — Louis  Rosenbaum  of 
Muscle  Shoals  Theatres  has  started  con- 
struction of  a 1,000-seat  theatre  here  that 
will  cost  approximately  $75,000. 

The  house  is  expected  to  be  completed 
by  February  1. 


Contract  With  Altec 

Atlanta — R.  S.  Rogers  has  contracted 
with  Altec  to  service  the  Cheraw  in 
Cheraw,  S.  C.,  and  Hamrick  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  has  signed  with  Altec  to  service  the 
Hamrick  in  Gaffney,  S.  C.  H.  B.  Moog 
negotiated  for  Altec. 


WRITE  US 

YOUR  REQUIREMENTS  FOR 

National  Carbons  for  projection  lamps 
Reflector  arc  lamps,  new  or  used 
Parts  for  your  Powers  machines 
Parts  for  your  Simplex  machines 
Tickets,  both  stock  and  special  printed 
Ticket  Machines — Exciter  Lamps 
Sound  Head  drive  belts 
Photo  Electric  Cells — Thumb  Tacks 
Sound  equipment,  new  or  used 
New  Projection  equipment 
Used  Projection  equipment 
Popcorn  Machines — Film  Cabinets 

WE  HAVE  IT 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

"Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always” 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS,  TEXAS 
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^HICK  SCHUPLER,  service  manager  for 
National  Screen  Service,  has  resigned 
to  join  the  M-G-M  exchange  in  St.  Louis. 
Joe  Holcomb  succeeds  Schufler.  Johnny 
Fagin  recently  was  transferred  by  NSS 
from  the  Dallas  office  to  the  Oklahoma 
City  territory  as  salesman  for  the  western 
half  of  the  state.  Tom  Harris  will  remain 
in  charge  of  the  eastern  section  . . . Bert 
Stern,  director  of  advertising  for  Standard 
Theatres,  and  his  wife,  hosted  Gertrude 
Lawrence  at  their  apartment  after  her 
stage  appearance  here  in  “The  Skylark” 
. . . Jim  Bennett,  who  formerly  operated 
the  Midwest,  Tower  and  Rex  theatres  in 
Drumright  before  he  sold  out  to  Griffith 
about  two  years  ago,  was  on  Filmrow  . . . 
Joe  Cooper,  president  of  Joe  Cooper  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  and  head  of  Standard  Thea- 
tres Corp.,  was  here  for  two  days  with  his 
aide,  Joe  Phillipson. 

This  column  learns  the  ful  name  of  “Ed” 
Peel,  head  hooker  for  Warner  here  is  Ed- 
gar Martin  Theodore  Peel.  That  “Ed”  cer- 
tainly covers  a lot  of  territory,  doesn’t  it? 
. . . Sam  Caporal’s  new  Bison  at  N.  W.  23rd 
Street  and  Kate  is  being  roofed  this  week. 
Caporal  operates  two  other  suburbans  here, 
the  Yale  and  Mayflower  . . . W.  O.  Kemp, 
operator  of  the  Victory,  Poteau,  purchased 
300  chairs  for  his  house  . . . Oklahoma 
Theatre  Supply  sold  640  chairs,  projection 
machines  and  lamps,  rectifier,  and  screen 
to  W.  F.  Sonneman,  for  the  U-Ark  at  Fay- 
etteville, Ark.  . . . Dewey  Goodwin,  operator 
of  the  Fox  at  Minco,  purchased  a pair  of 
lamps  for  that  house  from  OTS  ...  On 
the  wall  of  National  Theatre  Supply  here 
is  a one-sheet:  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Terry 
of  the  Cozy  and  Gem  theatres,  Tulsa,  pre- 
sent ‘It’s  a Boy’  featuring  John  David 
Terry,  born  September  27,  weighing  six 
pounds,  11  ounces.” 

Filmrow  Visitors;  Roy  Akins,  Royal, 
Helena,  was  in  and  purchased  a popcorn 
machine  from  Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply; 
Bill  Slepka,  Crystal,  Okemah;  Marvin 
Lowe,  Chief,  Eufaula;  Sam  Elzo,  Rex,  Mc- 
Cloud, an  infrequent  visitor;  Miss  Nona 
Kyser,  Strand,  Ada;  Dick  Fryer,  State,  Vi- 
nita;  Prank  Deaton,  New,  Atoka;  R.  G. 
Sykes,  Nusho,  Cleveland;  E.  M.  Frieburger, 
Paramount,  Dewey;  Johnny  Lawson,  Rio, 
Grandfield;  John  Gray,  formerly  with  the 
Rivoli,  Enid,  looking  around  and  saying 
“hello”  to  friends;  Johnny  Atchison,  Pal- 
ace, Skiatook;  Mrs.  Bertha  Barrett,  Ritz, 
Madill;  L.  L.  Jones,  Ritz,  Lawton;  Jack 
Crooks,  Oklahoman,  Norman;  W.  H. 
Strieker,  Harmony,  Sand  Springs;  C.  E. 
Norcross,  Tower,  Seiling;  Jack  Smith, 


Honored  by  Union — 

Reproduction  of  the  gold  life  member- 
ship card  awarded  to  C.  K.  Peters,  for 
20  years  secretary -treasurer  of  the 
lATSE  Local  548  at  Corsicana,  Tex. 
Peters  has  been  a delegate  to  every 
international  district  and  state  con- 
vention since  1920. 


Interstate  Buys  Warner 
And  Universal  Product 

Dallas — Two  important  circuit  deals  for 
major  product  have  just  been  closed  here, 
with  Interstate  being  the  buyer  in  both 
cases.  Gradwell  Sears,  Warner  Bros,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  distribution,  was 
here  for  final  closing  for  his  company  and 
William  Scully,  Universal’s  general  sales 
manager,  visited  Dallas  to  wind  up  with 
Interstate. 


New  PRC  Releases 

Atlanta — Forthcoming  releases  for  Pro- 
ducers Releasing  Corp.  have  been  an- 
nounced by  David  Katz,  manager,  as  fol- 
lows; “Mercy  Plane”  and  “Hold  That 
Woman,”  both  starring  James  Dunn;  “The 
DevU  Bat,”  with  Bela  Lugosi;  “Frontier 
Marshal,”  with  Tim  McCoy;  “The  Lone 
Rider,”  with  George  Houston.  Addition- 
ally, the  firm  distributes  the  “Billy  the 
Kid”  series,  starring  Bob  Steele. 


RCA  Sound  for  Trio 

Dallas — RCA  sound  will  be  installed  in 
Roy  Starling’s  new  Urbandale  being  built 
just  outside  of  Dallas;  in  the  new  theatre 
opened  in  Brownwood  by  Phil  R.  Isley, 
and  in  the  new  900-seater  being  construct- 
ed in  Edinburg  by  Dr.  L.  G.  Montague. 


Odeon,  Shawnee;  F.  B.  Peek,  Main,  Stone- 
wall; George  Turner,  Vici,  Vici;  Fred  S. 
Oliver,  Liberty,  Shamrock,  Tex.,  and  John 
Thomas,  Thomas,  Kingfisher. 

J.  Eldon  Peek,  president  of  Oklahoma 
Theatre  Supply,  has  returned  from  Chi- 
cago where  he  attended  the  first  annual 
convention  of  the  newly-formed  Dealers 
Protective  Ass’n,  formerly  known  as  the 
Independent  Theatre  Dealers  Ass’n  . . . 
Dave  Carter,  publicist  for  RKO,  was  here 
several  days  making  advance  arrange- 
ments for  the  perso7ial  appearayiees  of 
Charles  Laughton  at  the  State  in  con- 
nectioji  with  “They  Knew  What  They 
Wanted.” 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  5 Supplies 

1912^2  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


JOHN  V.  ROBINSON  of  Old  Fort  was  set 
* to  open  his  new  theatre  November  1.  It 
will  not  be  officially  named  until  a con- 
test is  conducted  to  determine  what  the 
new  house  is  to  be  called.  Robinson  is  26 
and  North  Carolina’s  youngest  mayor. 

James  Duncan  has  reopened  the  Bakers- 
ville  at  Bakersville. 

H.  R.  Berry  of  Hartsville,  S.  C.,  presi- 
dent of  the  TOA  of  the  Carolinas  and  D. 
B.  Kizziah  of  Alexander  Film,  have  gone 
to  Wicomico,  Va.,  to  do  some  fishing.  They 
will  be  joined  there  by  S.  S.  Stevenson  of 
Henderson. 

Roy  Smith,  who  operates  the  Midway  at 
Cramerton,  is  out  after  weeks  of  illness. 

The  Kincey  interests  will  open  a house 
in  Sumter  soon. 

Pauline  Griffith,  secretary  of  the  TOA 
of  North  and  South  Carolina,  points  with 
pride  to  the  new  lighting  fixtures  in  her 
office. 

Stepin  Petchit  was  a visitor  in  Char- 
lotte last  week.  Stepin’s  manager.  Josh 
Binney,  was  with  him  here.  They  are  on 
their  way  to  New  York  where  the  famous 
Negro  star  will  appear  at  Loew’s. 


Variety  Show  Resumes 

Birmingham — WSGN’s  Variety  Show, 
once  voted  the  most  popular  local  feature 
among  Birmingham  radio  stations,  is  back 
on  the  air. 

((  ^ 

: Now  lor  the  Ducks  : 

New  Orleans — All  seats  were  taken  as 
the  Filmrow  Hunting  Club  met  last  week 
just  before  the  opening  of  the  duck  season 
November  2. 

The  guest  speaker  was  Manager  Rich- 
ardson of  Universal,  and  his  subject,  of 
course,  was  ducks.  He  explained,  by  means 
of  colored  charts,  the  difference  between 
mallard  ducks  and  those  of  the  backyard 
variety. 

A complaint  (not  with  Richardson’s 
speech;  was  registered  by  Jack  Price  of 
Paramount  who  reported  a gang  was  using 
the  backyard  of  his  exchange  as  a rifle 
range.  He  said  he  had  placed  the  “ser- 
ious” matter  before  the  executive  commit- 
tee, but  all  the  satisfaction  he  received  was 
a horse  laugh. 

Investigation  by  officers  disclosed  that 
Bob  Kelly,  Joe  Farbacher  and  J.  Wimberly 
of  Columbia  were  the  guilty  guys,  but  that 
their  only  interest  in  the  matter  was  to 
learn  how  to  properly  handle  a duck  gun. 
The  trio  explained  they  practiced  on  de- 
coys with  blank  cartridges  which  wouldn’t 
hurt  anyone.  Their  complete  exoneration 
followed.  Price,  however,  was  fined 
“cokes”  for  giving  in  to  “nerves.” 

It  was  also  reported  that  Joe  Pizzuta  of 
the  Letcher  Theatre  in  Letcher  had  been 
taken  into  the  fold,  and  that  Traveling 
Organizer  Cobb,  who  is  making  a trip  up- 
state in  the  interests  of  Exhibitors  Poster 
exchange,  had  been  instructed  to  take  time 
out  to  add  new  members. 

On  Thanksgiving,  a wild  duck  supper 
will  be  served  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
Plash  Delivery  Co.  Which  Thanksgiving, 
wasn’t  determined. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

1026  SANTA  FE  BLDG.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  texas 
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Lee  Scarborough  Will 
Open  New  Van  House 

Van,  Tex. — Lee  Scarborough  is  building 
a new  theatre  here  which  he  expects  to 
open  within  three  weeks.  He  formerly 
operated  the  Queen  at  Tenaha  with  his 
home  being  at  Center.  He  is  now  mov- 
ing his  family  here. 

S.  G.  Fry  of  Tyler  formerly  operated  the 
Victor  Theatre  here,  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  several  months  ago. 


Alabama  Film 

Montgomery,  Ala. — Alabama  will  short- 
ly secure  a full-length  Technicolor  film 
of  its  most  valued  historic  sites  and  monu- 
ments which  Governor  Prank  Dixon  char- 
acterized as  of  “tremendous  historical 
value.” 


She  Held  On 

Knoxville,  Tenn. — A snatch  thief  at- 
tempted to  take  away  $20  in  change  from 
Mrs.  Hazel  Sharp,  cashier  at  the  Strand, 
but  failed  when  she  held  on  to  his  arm  un- 
til police  came.  The  thief  was  bound  over 
to  the  grand  jury  under  bond  of  $500. 


Veteran  Cameraman  Dead 
San  Antonio^ — Cyrus  Oran  Lee,  57,  RKO 
Pathe  cameraman,  died  here  October  27. 
He  was  head  of  the  Lee  Film  Co.  here. 
Funeral  services  were  held  Monday  with 
interment  in  Mission  Burial  Park.  His 
widow,  Mrs.  Mable  Lee,  a son  and  sister, 
survive. 




: Efiective  ; 

J 

Austin — Boyce  House,  well  known  Texas 
newspaper  columnist  and  technical  ad- 
viser on  M-G-M’s  “Boom  Town,”  swears 
this  story  really  happened: 

Brann  Garner,  manager  of  the  Ranger 
Theatre  of  Ranger,  Tex.,  was  visited  by 
the  town’s  banker,  who  said,  “I’ve  em- 
ployed a new  man  in  a business  enterprise 
of  mine.  I’m  paying  him  all  that  his  ser- 
vices justify,  but  he  is  going  to  make  the 
town  a good  citizen  and  I wish  you’d 
issue  him  a season  pass — he  won’t  use  it 
often  but  it  will  make  him  feel  welcome 
in  Ranger.” 

“Of  course,”  Garner  replied.  “By  the 
way,  I have  a young  fellow  working  for 
me;  I can’t  pay  him  as  much  money  as 
Td  like  to  but  he  is  a mighty  good  citizen 
and  I wish  you  would  give  him  a bank 
account  down  at  your  bank.  He  won’t 
write  checks  very  often — -not  more  than 
once  or  twice  a week — ” 

“You  win;  you  win,”  said  the  banker, 
waving  his  arms  and  backing  out  the 
door. 


Altec  Renewals 

Atlanta — Altec  has  renewed  service  con- 
tracts with  Frank  Merritt  for  his  six  thea- 
tres in  Birmingham  and  northern  Ala- 
bama. The  company  has  also  contracted 
to  service  the  new  900-seat  Charles  in 
Montgomery,  Ala. 


Drive-In  Service  Chief 

San  Antonio  — Bill  Corder,  formerly 
doorman  at  the  Majestic,  is  now  chief  of 
service  at  the  new  Drive-In  here. 


Lake  Wales,  Fla,,  to  Have 
New  Sparks  Theatre 

Lake  Wales,  Fla. — The  Sparks  circuit 
is  building  a new  600-seater  here  and 
modernizing  two  other  houses — the  Pal- 
ace at  Bradenton,  managed  by  Harry 
Botto,  and  the  Queen  at  Ft.  Lauderdale, 
managed  by  Alex  Nininger. 

RCA  sound  equipment  deals  have  been 
made  for  both  the  new  house  and  the  two 
being  modernized. 


NTS  Equipment  Sales 

Dallas — Theatre  equipment  sales  re- 
ported by  the  local  branch  of  National 
Theatre  Supply:  Roy  Starling,  projectors, 
screen,  generator,  high  intensity  lamps, 
cooling  equipment,  for  his  new  suburban 
theatre  to  be  constructed  in  Dallas;  R&R, 
picture  machines,  sound  and  screen,  high 
intensity  lamps  and  generator,  and  car- 
pet, for  the  new  Plaza  at  San  Angelo; 
Major  H.  S.  Cole  of  Bonham,  Tex.,  who  is 
reopening  his  Best  there,  new  projectors, 
high  intensity  lamps,  screen  and  other 
items. 


Change  in  Handley 

Handley,  Tex. — P.  M.  Baker,  owner  of 
the  Best  Theatre  here,  has  sold  out  to 
C.  C.  Walker.  As  far  as  is  known  Walker 
is  a newcomer  to  show  business  in  this 
part  of  the  state. 


Blankenship  Building 

Levelland,  Tex. — Wallace  Blankenship, 
Panhandle  circuit  operator  with  headquar- 
ters here,  is  now  building  a new  Wallace 
theatre  in  Whiteface,  Texas. 


ANY  NEWS  TODAY? 

Planning  a new  theatre?  Remodeling?  Being  promoted?  Getting  married?  Got  a new  baby  (infant)?  Buy- 
ing new  equipment?  Been  elected  mayor?  Son  or  daughter  graduating?  Proud  of  a new  exploitation  stunt? 
Hired  a new  staff  member?  Solved  a knotty  problem? 

Then  Tell  It  To  BOXOFFICE 

BOXOFFICE, 

4804  E.  Ninth  St.. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


NAME 


THEATRE 


LOCATION 
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From  All  Corners 
Of  the  Nation-- 


PRINCESS  THEATRE 


WAUSEON,  OHIO 


Sept.  18,  1940 


BOXOFFICE: 

Relative  to  our  recent  ad  in  BOXOFFICE:  To 
date,  within  the  first  week  after  publication,  we 
have  received  109  answers  to  this  ad,  the  replies 
coming  from  Massachusetts  to  Washington,  from 
Minnesota  and  Montana  to  Texas. 

The  response  was  almost  unbelievable.  Cer- 
tainly I could  think  of  no  other  medium  that  might 
return  such  a result. 


P.  R.  TOUNEY 


Whatever  You  Have  to 


BUY  — SELL  — TRADE 


For  Best  Results  Use  the 


Section  of 


Hold  Folo  Nile  Is 
Not  a Lollery 


Winnipeg — A jury  this  week  acquitted 
Mesho  Triller  and  Fay  Pete  Barnes  of  con- 
ducting a lottery  in  connection  with  Foto 
Nite. 

The  feature  by  that  name  was  intro- 
duced here  by  Barnes,  a Texas  showman, 
and  was  installed  in  houses  operated  by 
Triller.  Residents  of  the  city  were  can- 
vassed to  register  their  names  and  ad- 
dresses with  the  theatres  in  which  the  at- 
traction was  being  run.  These  houses 
were  the  Osborne,  Furby,  Arlington  and 
Times.  Vaudeville  acts  playing  one  of 
these  houses  were  piped  to  the  other  houses 
and  the  audience  was  asked  to  select  a 
winning  act.  The  act  selected  had  a num- 
ber and  this  number  corresponded  with 
that  opposite  one  of  the  names  registered 
with  the  houses.  The  owner  of  the  name, 
if  present  at  any  one  of  the  houses,  was 
offered  a sum  of  money  in  return  for  his 
photograph.  If  the  exchange  was  not  com- 
pleted the  ante  for  the  photo  went  up  each 
week. 

After  rimning  for  a week  without  inter- 
ference, police  raided  the  houses  concerned 
and  stopped  the  vaudeville  show  being  held 
at  the  Osborne  under  the  auspices  of 
Frenchy  Noel,  well-known  local  showman. 
Barnes  and  Triller  was  charged  with  con- 
ducting a lottery.  After  a series  of  delays, 
the  trial  finally  took  place,  the  pair  being 
acquitted. 

Foto  Nite  has  been  re-introduced  into 
the  four  houses  named  above.  Noel  is 
again  acting  as  master  of  ceremonies  as 
well  as  arranging  the  bookings  of  the 
vaudeville  acts  which  constitute  an  im- 
portant part  of  Foto  Nite. 

Hockey  Games  Will  Be 
Broadcast  Saturdays 

Toronto — Bad  news  for  exhibitors  in 
Canada  was  contained  in  the  announce- 
ment of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp. 
that  hockey  games  of  the  National  Hockey 
League  every  Saturday  night  at  Maple  Leaf 
Gardens  will  be  broadcast  over  Canada’s 
national  network.  This  air  feature  does 
make  a difference  to  theatre  attendance, 
particularly  in  the  case  of  “hot”  games. 

There  has  been  no  broadcasting  of  foot- 
ball games  in  Canada  this  autumn  because 
of  the  war  and  other  reasons  and  it  had 
been  expected  that  hockey  would  also  go 
off  the  air.  For  many  years,  Charles  L. 
Querrie,  manager  of  the  Palace,  a Famous 
Players  unit  in  Toronto,  and  a former 
hockey  club  manager,  had  selected  the 
three  best  players  in  each  game  and  an- 
nounced his  choice  as  a part  of  these 
broadcasts.  Querrie  has  declined  to  con- 
tinue with  this  feature  of  the  program  and 
has  been  replaced  by  a sports  writer. 

British  Comedy  Pulls  Big 
Crowds  to  Metropolitan 

Winnipeg — “It’s  in  the  Air,”  British 
comedy  with  George  Formby,  went  over 
the  top  for  Syl  Gunn  at  the  Metropolitan 
last  week.  Following  on  the  sensational 
business  done  by  “Boom  Town,”  the  Brit- 
ish film  kept  up  the  pace.  Jumbling  to- 
gether the  Royal  Air  Force,  British  senti- 
ment and  a number  of  good  laughs,  it 
seems  to  be  exactly  the  sort  of  film  fare 
that  meets  with  the  approval  of  enough 
fans  to  make  it  pay  off  in  big  money  at 
the  boxoffice. 
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Boost  Morale  With 
5-Minute  Films 

London — The  Ministry  of  Information's 
national  campaign  of  five-minute  films 
swings  ahead. 

A film  a week  goes  to  Britain’s  4,000- 
odd  theatres  and  gets  free  screen  time  by 
arrangement  with  the  Cinematograph  Ex- 
hibitors' Ass’n.  Seventeen  films  already 
have  been  contracted,  of  which  eight 
have  been  shown. 

Policy  seems  to  be  to  give  directors 
subjects  for  which  they  are  unsuited  in 
the  hope  that  new  ideas  may  arise. 
Hence  studio-trained  Ian  Dalrymple 
makes  documentary  subjects  while  R.  I. 
Grierson,  specialist  in  food-and-hunger 
films,  gets  the  housewives'  daily  griiid, 
and  Adrian  Brunei  the  food  films.  Dis- 
tinct novelty  in  the  method. 

"Ramparts"  Is  Given 
Hepburn's  Blessing 


Toronto — Some  months  ago  Premier 
Mitchell  F.  Hepburn  of  Ontario  put  the 
ban  on  the  March  of  Time  release,  “Can- 
ada at  War,”  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
political  and  misleading,  the  federal  gov- 
ernment then  being  in  the  midst  of  a gen- 
eral election  in  which  the  issue  was  the 
war  record  of  the  Dominion  Parliament 
headed  by  Premier  W.  L.  M.  King  with 
whom  Hepburn  was  at  loggerheads. 

The  election  brush  long  since  forgotten. 
Premier  Hepburn  has  voluntarily  given  a 
personal  endorsement  to  another  March 
of  Time  picture  as  chairman  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Appeal  Board  for  Ontario, 
this  release  being  “The  Ramparts  We 
Watch.” 

“Every  one  should  see  this  picture  and 
judge  for  himself,”  declared  Hepburn  in  a 
public  announcement  after  attending  a 
private  screening  of  the  anti-German  film 
when  he  gave  it  his  personal  stamp  of  ap- 
proval, pointing  out  it  was  not  his  usual 
practice  to  make  any  recommendation  for 
a pictm’e  insofar  as  the  public  was  con- 
cerned. It  is  understood  “Ramparts”  was 
passed  without  a deletion. 

Incidentally,  the  older  picture,  “Canada 
at  War,”  was  approved  by  Hepburn  for 
showing  in  Ontario  theatres  after  it  had 
been  held  back  until  the  elections  had 
taken  place  and  the  temporary  ban  on  the 
picture  aroused  wide  curiosity  when  it  was 
released  in  this  Province. 


Report  Famous  Players' 
Gross  Earnings  Are  Up 

Montreal — It  is  officially  stated  that 
improved  business  during  the  year  has  re- 
sulted in  much  better  gross  earnings  for 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  while  net 
earnings  will  also  be  higher.  On  account 
of  increased  taxation,  however,  it  is  not 
certain  that  net  profits  will  be  much 
ahead  of  the  $2.09  per  share  shown  last 
year  on  the  common  stock. 


Benefit  Show  for  Plane 

Corner  Brook,  N.  F. — A benefit  show 
given  in  J.  A.  Basha’s  Palace  Theatre 
netted  $218.60  that  will  go  toward  the  West 
Newfoundland  Spitfire  Fund.  Basha  do- 
nated the  use  of  the  house. 


Grierson  Envisions 
Big  Role  lor  Film 


Montreal — If  the  film  can  be  used  as  a 
medium  to  bring  the  various  parts  of  Can- 
ada closer  together,  something  really 
worthwhile  will  have  been  done,  John 
Grierson,  Dominion  film  commissioner, 
told  the  inaugural  meeting  of  the  Peoples 
Forum  here. 

Grierson,  who  spoke  on  “Films  of  Fact,” 
also  showed  two  outstanding  documentary 
films.  One  was  “Men  of  Africa,”  a story 
of  what  the  British  government  is  doing 
in  East  Africa,  the  other  “Men  of  the 
Lightships,”  depicting  the  incident  in 
January  of  this  year  when  two  Nazi  planes 
fired  repeatedly  on  the  unarmed  ship. 

“The  film  is  an  instrument  in  our  demo- 
cratic hands,”  he  said,  “by  which  we  can 
get  a better  grasp  of  the  experience  neces- 
sary to  be  a self-acting  citizen.” 

In  his  opinion,  the  film  is  becoming 
more  and  more  a public  servant.  He 
praised  the  Canadian  motion  picture  in- 
dustry with  particular  reference  to  the  War 
Savings  Stamp  night,  which  was  staged  a 
short  time  ago. 

With  reference  to  Charlie  Chaplin,  he 
said  that  in  “The  Great  Dictator,”  which 
he  saw  in  New  York  recently,  it  was  the 
case  of  the  “little  man  coming  out  fight- 
ing. There  might  well  be  something  sym- 
bolic in  that.” 

Films  With  Authority 

Hollywood  has  at  last  got  away  from 
the  stage  of  boy  meets  girl  and  today  the 
ordinary  movie  dares  to  preach  with  the 
voice  of  authority,  he  said. 

Discussing  the  film  effort  of  the  Domin- 
ion government,  Grierson  outlined  the 
films  which  his  board  has  planned.  “We 
are  making  films  to  bridge  the  gap  be- 
tween the  people  and  the  war  effort,”  he 
said.  Although  a considerable  part  of 
the  film  which  had  been  made  in  England 
for  the  picture  on  evacuee  children  had 
been  lost  on  the  City  of  Benares,  produc- 
tion was  being  continued,  he  disclosed. 

Among  films  planned  at  present  is  one 
on  the  frontier  between  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  not  because  “it  is  a barrier, 
but  because  it  is  a bond.” 

He  also  mentioned  that  Morley  Callag- 
han had  written  the  script  for  the  first  of 
a new  series  entitled  “This  Is  My  Coun- 
try.” Other  noted  Canadians  will  be 
asked  to  write  scripts  for  others  in  the 
series. 

In  addition  to  the  films  which  are  go- 
ing monthly  to  the  United  States  for  show- 
ing in  17,000  theatres,  there  are  also  many 
newsreels  wliich  give  the  people  of  Amer- 
ica a chance  to  know  what  is  going  on  in 
this  country. 

“All  this  moving  picture  work  of  the 
Dominion  government  will  not  die  after 
the  war.  If  we  manage  to  master  the  film 
in  this  country,  after  the  war  we  can  use 
this  weapon  as  a great  instrument  of  social 
reconstruction,”  he  concluded. 

"Britain  at  Bay"  Replaces 
Lost  Film  on  Evacuees 

Montreal — The  National  Film  Board’s 
new  picture,  “Britain  at  Bay,”  will  replace 
the  film  of  the  evacuation  of  British  chil- 
dren, which  was  lost  when  Miss  Ruby 
Grierson,  its  director,  sister  of  John  Grier- 
son, chairman  of  the  National  Film  Board, 
was  drowned  with  82  children  off  the  tor- 
pedoed liner.  City  of  Benares.  Miss  Grier- 
son had  not  only  taken  considerable  foot- 
age in  the  United  Kingdom,  but  also  took 
shots  of  the  children  on  the  liner.  It  had 
been  intended  to  show  the  film  through- 
out Canada,  the  United  States  and  Britain. 
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Winnipeg  Wild  as 
"NWMP”  Debuis 

By  BEN  LEPKIN 

Winnipeg — An  event  not  soon  to  be  for- 
gotten, was  the  local  premiere  of  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  and  the  personal  ap- 
pearance of  its  four  stars.  Harold  Bishop’s 
Capitol  was  the  focal  point  for  as  many 
fans  as  were  fortunate  enough  to  get 
tickets  to  see  the  stars  in  person  and  the 
streets  for  blocks  around  were  jammed 
with  hopefuls  craning  their  necks  for  a 
glimpse  of  the  Hollywood  notables. 

On  their  arrival,  Madeleine  Carroll, 
Preston  Foster,  Robert  Preston  and  Lynne 
Overman,  and  Associate  Producer  W.  H. 


Pine,  were  greeted  by  Bishop  and  a com- 
mittee of  Winnipeg  showmen.  Although 
great  care  had  been  exercised  to  prevent 
the  public  from  rushing  the  stars,  all  pre- 
cautions were  negated,  for  on  their  arrival 
people  started  popping  up  from  every  di- 
rection. Bishop  was  barely  able  to  pre- 
sent them  to  Mayor  John  Queen  and  then 
adroitly  whisked  them  away  to  the  theatre. 

When  Pine  brought  the  Hollywood 
luminaries  out  for  the  first  time,  the  audi- 
ence went  wild.  But  they  really  didn’t  let 
themselves  go  until  Miss  Carroll  made  her 
appearance.  Then  they  gave  her  a tumul- 
tuous acclamation.  The  final  touch  to  a 
great  evening  of  showmanship  came  when, 
as  previously  arranged.  Miss  Carroll  was 
presented  with  a bouquet  of  flowers  by  a 
“Mountie”  in  his  well-known  scarlet  tunic. 

Bishop  did  a showmanlike  job  in  selling 
the  event  to  Winnipeg.  Both  local  dailies 
cooperated  in  splendid  fashion  with  reams 


of  advance  publicity,  even  sending  their 
critics  to  report  the  Regina  opening. 
Smooth  functioning  on  the  part  of  the 
Capitol  staff  coped  competently  with  the 
crowds,  and  Bishop  also  received  “perfect 
cooperation”  from  the  committee  of  Win- 
nipeg showmen  who  helped  him  make  the 
premiere  an  unqualified  success.  It  in- 
cluded Syl  Gunn,  Don  Gauld,  Nestor 
Novak,  Bill  Novak  and  George  Dowbiggan. 


An  intriguing  feature  of  the  showing  of 
“NWMP”  at  the  Capitol  was  the  reaction 
of  many  old  timers  who  actually  lived 
through  the  times  portrayed  in  the  film,  or 
of  descendants  of  these  pioneers  to  whom 
the  film  recalled  stories  told  them  by  their 
fathers  and  grandfathers.  As  the  focus  of 
the  Red  River  settlement,  Winnipeg  is  rich 
in  historical  romance  and  many  of  the 
figures  represented  in  the  picture  played  a 
part  in  the  city’s  history  and  that  of  the 
surrounding  country.  Louis  Riel,  who 
plays  an  important  part  in  the  film,  is 
buried  in  St.  Boniface,  not  very  far  from 
the  Capitol.  One  who  especially  found 
the  film  of  great  personal  interest  was  the 
lieutenant-governor  of  Manitoba,  who 
wrote  of  his  pleasure  in  viewing  the  film, 
saying  that  he  himself  had  joined  the 
forces  in  the  east  in  1885  and  took  part  in 
the  action  in  the  west  in  the  same  year 
which  defeated  Riel. 


The  stars  also  made  a personal  appear- 
ance at  a monster  patriotic  ball  sponsored 
by  the  Kinsmen  Club.  A tremendous 
crowd  filled  the  Civic  Auditorium  and  ac- 
claimed them  as  they  appeared  on  the 
floor. 


Film  Stars'  Reception 
Recalls  Royal  Visit 

Calgary — The  “City  of  the  Foothills” 
gave  Madeleine  Carroll  and  her  attendant 
screen  players  such  an  enthusiastic  recep- 
tion that  memories  of  the  Royal  Visit  were 
recalled.  Crowds  so  jammed  the  depot  and 
Main  Street,  up  which  the  party  drove, 
that  city  police,  members  of  the  Home 
Guard  and  the  Mounties  were  imable  to 
hold  the  lines. 

The  visit  was  short,  being  made  be- 
tween train  stops  en  route  to  the  premiere 
of  "North  West  Mounted  Police”  at  Re- 
gina. Railroad  officials  held  over  the 
train  for  an  extra  30  minutes,  giving  Cal- 
gary people  a vivid  memory  of  a hectic  45 
minutes  on  the  street.  Breaking  in  of  the 
crowd  brought  some  slick  work  from  the 
Mounties  who  smoothly  and  quietly 
whisked  the  players  to  the  train  by  de- 
touring a block. 


"NWMP"  Visitors  — 

As  “North  West  Mounted  Police”  jyre- 
miere  principals  traversed  Caiiada,  en 
route  to  the  world  premiere  in  Re- 
gina, these  pictures  eventuated.  At 
the  top,  are,  left  to  right:  Lynne  Over- 
man, Robert  Preston,  Preston  Foster 
and  Madeleine  Carroll,  visiting  the 
barracks  at  Banff.  In  the  picture  di- 
rectly below.  Miss  Carroll  and  Har- 
old Bishop,  manager  of  the  Capitol  in 
Winnipeg,  greet  the  populace.  At  the 
left  are  prominent  trade  figures  as 
they  arrived  in  Regina.  Left  to  right: 
E.  A.  Zorn,  F-P  division  manager  in 
Winnipeg;  M.  A.  Milligan,  Paramount 
Canadian  district  manager;  M.  Geld- 
saler,  F-P  Toronto  office;  N.  L.  Nath- 
anson,  F-P  circuit  president;  J.  J. 
Fitzgibbons,  general  manager  of  the 
circuit,  and  M.  Bolstad  of  the  Toronto 
office. 


"NWMP"  Premiere  Yields 
$3,896  for  Red  Cross 

Toronto  — Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  announces  $3,896  has  been  turned 
over  to  the  Red  Cross  Society  of  Canada, 
through  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Po- 
lice, this  being  the  gross  proceeds  from  the 
world  premiere  in  theatres  of  Regina, 
Sask.,  for  “North  West  Mounted  Police” 
which  was  honored  by  the  presence  of 
Madeleine  Carroll  and  other  stars  of  the 
feature.  Special  prices  were  in  effect  for 
the  opening  performance  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Red  Cross,  regular  continuous 
shows  starting  on  the  following  day. 


Fine  Over  Projectionist 

Ladner,  B.  C. — J.  Howard  Fletcher, 
owner  of  the  Hollyburn,  West  Vancouver, 
was  fined  for  operating  without  a licensed 
projectionist  in  charge. 


64 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  2,  1940 


THE  Famous  Players’  big  four;  Nathan 

Nathanson,  the  president;  J.  J.  Fitz- 
gibbons,  general  manager;  Ben  Geldsaler, 
chief  booker,  and  R.  Bolstad,  finances, 
were  in  Vancouver  on  a goodwill  tour  of 
the  Dominion.  Their  three-day  stay  here 
kept  them  busy  with  meetings  and  lunch- 
eons . . . E.  W.  Bickle  has  set  the  opening 
of  his  new  theatre,  the  “E.  W.”  in  Court- 
ney, B.  C.,  for  November  21  with  a promise 
to  his  patrons  that  nothing  in  the  way  of 
comfort  and  entertainment  will  be  lack- 
ing. 

Hugo  Ray,  past  president  of  the  B.  C. 
Independent  Theatres  Ass’n  and  owner  of 
the  Beacon  Theatre,  is  in  the  hospital 
convalescing  following  an  appendicitis 
operation.  His  condition  is  reported  favor- 
able . . . The  recent  flood  at  Squamish, 
B.  C.,  covered  the  auditorium  of  Paul  Har- 
mon’s theatre,  the  Squamish,  with  seven 
feet  of  water,  with  considerable  damage 
to  seats  and  carpets. 

M.  Chechik  has  returned  from  Clear 
Lake,  Man.,  where  he  operates  a motion 
picture  house  during  the  summer.  His 
winters  are  spent  here  directing  the  for- 
tunes of  the  Bay  and  York  . . . The  Lux 
has  installed  new  lighting  in  the  projec- 
tion booth  . . . J.  R.  Bain,  former  manager 
of  Dominion  Sound  Equipment  Co.’s  office 
here,  was  called  east  to  the  special  prod- 
ucts department  of  the  Northern  Electric 
Co.,  his  place  in  Vancouver  being  taken  by 
L.  G.  Sigurdson,  former  Winnipeg  man- 
ager. 

Bob  Scott,  Lyric,  is  at  his  desk  again  af- 
ter a short  absence  due  to  a bad  cold  . . . 
Harold  Warren  planned  to  open  his  Roxy 
at  Alberni  November  1 . . . Miss  Amy 
Scriven,  manager  of  the  Stanley,  went  east 
for  her  vacation  and  has  remained  far  be- 
yond the  alloted  time.  However,  she  is  ex- 
pected back  at  the  theatre  any  day  now 
. . . Ray  Castle  is  back  at  his  Oak  Bay 
after  an  extended  vacation  in  California 
. . . With  the  signing  of  a new  contract, 
differences  between  the  Westminster 
Theatres  and  the  B.  C.  Projectionist  So- 
ciety have  been  cleared  up  to  the  satis- 
faction of  both. 

Dan  Cooper,  Ladysmith  projectionist; 
W.  Stevens  of  Port  Alberni,  and  Buck 
Geer,  sit  for  their  first-class  projectionist 
examinations  November  1 . . . Will  Mc- 
Cartney is  honeymooning  on  Vancouver 
Island,  having  married  last  week  and  taken 
advantage  of  a leave  of  absence  from  the 
booth  of  the  Lonsdale,  North  Vancouver 
. . . George  Gerriard  is  being  missed  at 
the  Capitol  projection  booth  while  he  is  in 
the  hospital  undergoing  treatment  for  a 
severe  attack  of  quinsy. 


Remember  Canada  s War 
Dead  on  November  11 

Ottawa — The  secretary  of  state  has 
proclaimed  the  observance  of  November 
11,  the  date  of  the  signing  of  the  armistice 
for  the  last  war,  as  a national  holiday  to 
be  commemorated  as  Remembrance  Day 
for  Canada’s  war  dead.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  the  holiday  is  fixed  under  the 
Remembrance  Day  Act  of  1931,  which  is 
still  in  effect  regardless  of  the  new  con- 
flict. 


Demolish  Trenton  Capitol 

Trenton,  Ont. — A new  apartment  house 
is  replacing  the  Capitol  Theatre  here. 


Canadian  Pioneers 
Meet  November  13 


Toronto — Official  announcement  has 
been  made  by  President  Clair  Hague  that 
the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Cana- 
dian Picture  Pioneers  has  been  fixed  for 
Wednesday,  November  13,  the  gathering 
to  take  place  here  at  the  Royal  York  Hotel. 
The  event  had  previously  been  tentatively 
dated  for  November  11  but  there  has  been 
a postponement  for  two  days  because  of 
the  arrangements  for  the  mammoth  patri- 
otic rodeo  under  the  direct  auspices  of  the 
Canadian  Pioneers  which  has  now  been 
booked  for  the  three  days  commencing 
Thursday,  November  14.  The  annual 
meeting  will  be  held  on  the  day  preceding 
the  opening  of  the  rodeo  to  enable  out- 
of-town  film  men  to  remain  over  for  the 
show. 

President  Hague  announced  that  a party 
representing  the  American  Picture  Pio- 
neers, headed  by  President  Jack  Cohn,  is 
expected  from  New  York  to  add  an  inter- 
national flavor  to  the  event.  The  meeting 
is  provided  for  under  the  Dominion  gov- 
ernment charter  under  which  the  society 
operates  and  it  will  be  the  first  general 
assembly  of  the  organization  since  the 
initial  celebration  last  spring  when  the 
charter  was  formally  presented  and  the 
members  were  presented  with  bronze  mem- 
bership cards.  Since  that  time,  branches 
have  been  organized  in  British  Columbia, 
Quebec  and  the  Maritime  Provinces  and 
each  of  these  regional  organizations  will 
be  represented  at  the  coming  gathering. 
During  its  first  six  months,  the  Canadian 
Picture  Pioneers  sponsored  the  Win  the 
War  Campaign  in  980  theatres  which  re- 
sulted in  the  sale  of  $716,000  worth  of  War 
Savings  Stamps  without  expense  to  the 
federal  government  and  also  loaned  sub- 
stantial aid  to  the  Canadian  Red  Cross  in 
its  wartime  financial  appeal. 

The  third  big  project  of  the  Canadian 
Pioneers  is  the  three-day  rodeo  at  the  To- 
ronto Coliseum,  featuring  Gene  Autry  who 
has  donated  his  services  for  the  occasion  to 
help  Canadian  war  charities.  The  proceeds 
from  the  rodeo  will  be  turned  over  to  the 
relief  of  victims  of  the  bombing  raids  and 
to  needy  war  refugees.  The  holding  of 
the  rodeo  was  first  proposed  by  O.  R. 
Hanson  who  has  taken  an  active  part  with 
Hague  in  the  organization  of  the  Pioneers. 
Rodeo  details  are  in  the  hands  of  H.  C.  D. 
Main,  supervisor  of  Hanson  Theatres  Corp., 
Charles  Mavety,  head  of  the  film  delivery 
service  bearing  his  name  and  owner  of 
Circle  M ranch,  and  other  executives  of 
the  trade  in  the  Toronto  district. 


Pause  in  Winnipeg 

Winnipeg — Pausing  here  last  week  were 
Maurice  Milligan,  Paramount  manager,  and 
Leo  Devaney,  sales  manager  for  RKO,  who 
were  passing  through  on  their  way  back 
to  the  east  from  Regina  where  they  had 
attended  the  premiere  of  “North  West 
Mounted  Police.” 


Weekly  Shows  in  Palmerston 

Palmerston,  Ont.  — Circuit  Theatres, 
under  the  management  of  Herbert  Ladd, 
is  bringing  films  to  this  town  every  Friday 
night. 


Rifle  Candy  Machine 

Halifax — Approximately  $25  in  nickels 
was  stolen  from  a candy  machine  in  the 
Gaiety  Theatre  here  recently. 


ISASK’WAN 

“THE  Capitol  at  Saskatoon  is  one  of  the 
prettiest  of  our  Canadian  theatres,” 
said  N.  L.  Nathanson,  president  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp., 
during  a visit  in  Saskatoon  on  his  way  to 
Edmonton.  Nathanson  had  attended  the 
world  premiere  of  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  at  Regina.  He  was  accompanied 
to  Saskatoon  by  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  general 
manager  of  Famous  Players  Corp.;  R.  Bol- 
stad, comptroller  of  the  company;  Ben 
Geldsaler,  head  booker,  and  James  Butler, 
vice-president  of  the  Daylight  Theatre  Co., 
Ltd.,  which  owns  and  operates  the  Capitol 
and  Daylight  theatres  in  Saskatoon  in 
conjunction  with  Famous  Players.  It  was 
Nathanson’s  first  visit  to  the  Capitol  since 
its  completion. 

Plenty  of  plaudits  around  Regina  for  the 
nice  gesture  of  Harry  A.  Bercovich,  man- 
ager of  the  Rex,  in  conjunction  with  the 
world  premiere  showing  of  ‘‘North  West 
Mounted  Police”  in  Regina.  “Bergy,”  an 
independent  operator,  in  order  to  bolster 
the  contribution  of  Regina  theatre-goers 
to  the  Canadian  Red  Cross,  joined  with 
three  Famous  Players  houses,  the  Capitol, 
Grand  and  Met,  in  presenting  the  picture. 
Rex  sold  every  one  of  its  660  seats  for  the 
premiere,  thus  turning  in  $660  of  the  $4,000 
collected  by  the  theatres  and  turned  over 
to  the  Red  Cross  through  the  Royal  Cana- 
dian Mounted  Police. 

The  Eagle  in  Swift  Current  is  boasting 
a refurbished  front.  Entire  front  has  a 
new  white  coat,  the  canopy  and  signs 
have  been  freshened  and  a new  sign  has 
been  placed  high  on  the  facade.  The  build- 
ing stands  out  quite  effectively  now  . . . 
On  deck  in  Regina  for  the  world  premiere 
of  “North  West  Mounted  Police”  were 
Lucien  Roy,  cameraman  for  Associated 
Screen  News,  Vancouver,  and  his  assistant, 
F.  Govan,  Montreal.  Still  photos  were 
shot  by  Ed  Sullivan,  Paramount  photog- 
rapher of  New  York. 

Prince  Albert  city  council  is  expected  to 
repeal  the  daylight  saving  time  by-laws 
following  receipt  of  a petition  containing 
425  names  asking  that  the  town  do  away 
with  fast  time  . . . Saskatoon  city  council 
gave  three  reading  to  a by-law  providing 
for  submission  of  a plebiscite  on  daylight 
saving  time  at  the  next  civic  elections.  The 
by-laws  will  provide  for  fast  time  from  the 
last  Sunday  in  April  to  the  second  Sunday 
in  October,  the  same  as  the  Regina  by- 
law. 

Appearing  prominently  in  a newsreel  at 
the  Capitol,  Saskatoon,  was  Selborne  Ken- 
neth Hanson,  signaler  in  the  Royal  Cana- 
dian Navy.  Hanson,  a former  Saskatoon 
boy,  was  among  those  present  at  a wel- 
come for  Australian  airmen  at  a Pacific 
Coast  port.  Appearance  of  Selborne  was 
the  basis  of  a news  story  in  the  Saskatoon 
Star-Phoenix. 

Canada’s  theatres  made  an  important 
contribution  to  the  success  of  the  Cana- 
dian Red  Cross  campaigii  for  funds,  over 
600  of  them  showing  special  trailers. 
Associated  Screen  News,  Montreal,  pro- 
duced 211  of  the  pictures.  By  means  of 
these  showings,  donated  by  the  theatres, 
a direct  appeal  for  support  of  the  Red  Cross 
campaign  was  made  to  theatre  audiences. 
Distribution  on  a coast-to-coast  basis  was 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Canadian 
Film  Boards  of  Trade. 

Recent  Regina  business  visitor  was  Vic 
Rachow,  manager  for  United  Artists  in 
Winnipeg. 
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TOROMTO 

jyjANAGER  FRED  TREBILCOCK  of  the 
Toronto  Uptown  and  James  R.  Nairn 
from  Famous  Players  head  office  flew  to 
Detroit,  Mich.,  where  they  met  Madeleine 
Carroll,  star  of  “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice,” on  a personal  appearance  tour  which 
started  with  the  world  premiere  of  the 
picture  at  Regina.  The  party  flew  to  To- 
ronto in  a chartered  plane  for  Miss  Car- 
roll’s appearance  on  the  stage  of  the  Up- 
town which  was  filled  to  overflow.  The 
star  visited  the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force 
barracks  in  Toronto  where  she  delivered  a 
stirring  address  before  2,000  airmen  who, 
she  declared,  “were  going  to  win.”  Miss 
Carroll  also  paid  official  visits  to  the  City 
Hall  and  the  Ontario  Parliament  building. 
Late  in  the  evening  she  took  the  train  for 
Ottawa  for  two  personal  appearances  at 
the  Capitol  after  which  she  proceeded  to 
Montreal  for  a two-day  stay. 

Don  Ameche,  with  his  wife  and  several 
friends,  have  been  making  a late-season 
holiday  trip  in  eastern  Canada  . . . Bob 
Eves,  manager  of  the  Eglinton,  swanky 
North  End  theatre,  is  already  looking  for- 
ward to  Christmas  through  the  organizing 
of  a midnight  frolic  on  November  22,  the 
proceeds  of  which  are  to  be  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  Christmas  parcels  for  Cana- 
dian soldiers  across  the  Atlantic.  A canvass 
is  being  made  of  the  Eglinton  district  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  names  of  resi- 
dents who  are  now  serving  overseas  as  sol- 
diers, sailors  or  nurses  so  that  all  will  re- 
ceive a special  hamper.  The  special  per- 
formance is  being  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Eglinton  Business  Men’s  Ass’n. 

Percy  Clarke,  formerly  an  employe  of 
the  Hudson,  Toronto,  has  joined  the  colors 
as  a member  of  the  Canadian  Army  Ser- 
vice Corps.  Clarke  enlisted  for  overseas 
service  just  prior  to  the  sale  of  the  thea- 
tre to  Max  Starkman  . . . John  Mosey  of 
the  Theatre  Operating  Service,  Ltd.,  a 
subsidiary  of  the  Hanson  Theatres  Corp., 
Toronto,  has  enlisted  in  the  Royal  Cana- 
dian Air  Force  and  is  stationed  at  Bran- 
don, Man.,  for  training  . . . H.  M.  Masters, 
general  manager  of  United  Artists  Corp., 
Toronto,  left  a few  days  ago  on  a Trans- 
Canada  business  trip  by  airplane. 

James  P.  O’Loghlin,  general  manager  of 
2Qth  Century-Fox  Films,  Ltd.,  has  been 
making  the  rounds  of  branch  exchanges 
in  Canada  to  brush  up  enthusiasm  for  the 
Kent  sales  drive  ...  A ticket  selling  drive 
by  the  Young  Men’s  Advertising  and 
Sales  Club  in  the  lobby  of  the  Toronto 
Imperial  netted  an  additional  $759  in  the 
raffle  for  the  jeweled  purse  donated  by 
Mary  Pickford  in  aid  of  Canadian  war 
charities.  Miss  Pickford  will  be  in  Toronto 
shortly  for  the  drawing  of  the  lucky  ticket 
for  the  handbag  which  has  been  valued 
at  $2,000.  Manager  Tom  Daley  cooperated 
with  the  club  in  arranging  the  lobby  stunt. 

James  O’Byrne  and  Jack  Chisholm  of 
the  Toronto  office  of  Associated  Screen 
News  have  been  on  the  “go”  around  On- 
tario for  many  days  for  the  shooting  of 
pictures  of  various  branches  of  military 
training.  The  official  films  will  be  in- 
corporated in  shorts  to  be  released  to  thea- 
tres . . . Ray  Tubman,  manager  of  the  Ot- 
tawa Capitol,  has  arranged  for  a special 
performance  for  juveniles  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Ottawa  Humane  Society.  For 
the  opening  of  “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice.” Tubman  staged  an  extra  Saturday 
morning  show  to  take  care  of  the  loish. 

Sam  Strashin,  manager  of  a suburban 
theatre  in  Toronto,  found  business  so  good 
that  he  permitted  the  aisles  to  be  crowded, 
it  was  brouQht  out  in  county  police  court. 


He  was  fined  $20  and  costs  by  Magistrate 
Keith  ...  In  spite  of  developments  in 
France,  French  films  continue  popular  in 
various  Canadian  cities.  Manager  H.  Mar- 
shall of  the  Rideau,  Ottawa,  had  good 
business  with  an  all-French  double  bill, 
“Accord  Final”  and  “Une  Main  a Frappe,” 
and  has  booked  further  French-language 
pictures. 

Stewart  Reburn  of  Toronto,  figure  skat- 
ing star  who  appeared  with  Sonja  Henie 
in  a Hollywood  feature,  has  had  to  turn 
down  another  screen  engagement  because 
of  the  fact  that  he  is  now  an  officer  in 
the  48th  Higlrlanders  and  is  definitely 
booked  for  a European  appearance  in  due 
course.  Reburn  has  received  a personal 
letter  from  Alan  Mowbray,  British  actor  in 
Hollywood,  extending  congratulations 
“tinged  with  envy”  for  Reburn’s  accept- 
ance for  a commission  in  the  Canadian 
overseas  force. 

Finlay  McRae,  administrator  of  the 
theatre  estate  of  Harry  Brouse,  has  again 
become  a candidate  for  the  1941  Ottawa 
Civic  Board  of  Control  of  which  he  was  a 
member  in  1939.  He  made  an  unsuccessful 
bid  for  the  Ottawa  mayoralty  in  the  1940 
elections. 


"Nolhing  Definite" 
Yet  on  "Dictator" 


Toronto — The  surprise  announcement 
has  been  made  by  Sam  Olazer,  Toronto 
branch  manager  of  United  Artists,  that 
there  is  “nothing  definite”  in  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  release  in  Canada  of  “The 
Oreat  Dictator.” 

Further  than  this,  Olazer  had  nothing 
to  say,  but  it  is  understood  no  decision  has 
been  reached  for  the  Canadian  premiere 
of  the  Chaplin  feature.  He  would  not  say 
whether  or  not  the  picture  would  be  given 
a roadshow  opening  while  the  name  of  the 
prospective  first-run  theatre  was  not 
designated. 

Nearly  all  United  Artists  first  runs  have 
played  Loew’s,  Toronto,  during  the  past 
year,  an  exception  being  the  transfer  of 
several  features  to  Famous  Players  houses 
during  the  long  run  of  “Oone  With  the 
Wind”  at  Loew’s  last  winter.  “Boom  Town” 
has  just  finished  a run  of  three  weeks  at 
Loew’s  and  it  has  been  followed  by  a dou- 
ble bill  apparently  because  of  waiting  fea- 
tures but  the  future  of  “Dictator”  is  still 
an  unknown  quantity. 


Set  in  Montreal 

Montreal  — Charles  Chaplin’s  “The 
Oreat  Dictator”  will  have  its  Montreal 
premiere  at  the  Oi^pheum,  November  8. 


Starkman  Adds  Hudson 
To  Theatre  Holdings 

Toronto — Max  Starkman,  well-known 
Toronto  exhibitor,  has  added  to  his  thea- 
tre holdings  by  the  acquisition  of  the 
Hudson,  a long-established  independent 
house  on  Mt.  Pleasant  Road,  from  W.  M, 
Armstrong  who  has  decided  to  retire.  Im- 
mediately after  taking  over  the  house, 
Starkman  started  extensive  alterations  and 
improvements  to  the  interior,  without  in- 
terruption to  performances. 

Starkman  is  also  the  proprietor  of  the 
Allenby  on  Danforth  Avenue  and  the  La- 
Salle on  Dundas  Street,  both  of  which  are 
members  of  the  Associated  Theatres  book- 
ing group.  The  Hudson  has  been  added  to 
this  organization  which  is  headed  by  O.  R. 
Hanson. 


PERSONAL  appearance  of  Madeleine 
Carroll,  arranged  by  Phil  Maurice, 
manager  of  Loew’s,  in  conjunction  with 
the  showing  of  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  “North 
West  Mounted  Police,”  Technicolor  film 
which  had  its  premiere  in  Regina  a few 
days  previously,  was  regarded  by  film  fans 
as  one  of  the  outstanding  events  of  a sea- 
son which  has  brought  many  film  stars  to 
Montreal  . . . Accompanied  by  the  Rev. 
Father  J.  Collins  of  Encino,  a personal 
friend,  Don  Ameche  and  his  wife  spent  a 
brief  holiday  in  Quebec  and  Montreal. 

A social  event  chronicled  by  Associated 
Screen  News  is  the  marriage  of  Raymond 
Payne  of  the  laboratory  department  to 
Miss  Shirley  Harvey  . . . Maurice  Metzger, 
laboratory  superintendent  of  ASN,  at- 
tended the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  in  Holly- 
wood . . . Canada  will  share  in  the  prizes 
offered  theatre  managers  who  turn  in  the 
best  campaigns  on  RKO’s  forthcoming 
picture,  “Little  Men.”  According  to  S.  Bar- 
ret McCormick,  advertising  and  publicity 
manager,  awards  will  be  based  on  adver- 
tising, publicity  and  exploitation  including 
tieups.  In  Canada  $525  will  be  distributed 
through  seven  cash  prizes  to  first  runs, 
and  $700  through  16  prizes  to  subsequent 
runs. 

A London  visitor  who  has  seen  the  news- 
reels in  Canadian  theatres  warns  fans  not 
to  consider  the  scenes  of  destruction  as 
picturing  London  as  it  is.  They  are  iso- 
lated and  exceptional,  he  declares,  adding; 
“London  is  not,  as  might  be  thought,  a 
heap  of  ruins”  . . . Britain’s  latest  answer 
to  German  propaganda  is  a new  series  of 
“Five  Minute  Films,”  one  of  which  is 
shown  every  week  in  every  theatre  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  films  deal  with  the 
war  effort  in  its  various  phases  and  are 
calculated  to  inspire  confidence  and 
stimulate  patriotic  effort.  Canada’s  Na- 
tional Film  Board,  with  similar  but  longer 
“shorts,”  is  doing  equally  inspiring  work. 

Newsreel  crews  of  Associated  Screen 
News  are  never  short  of  subjects.  A spe- 
cial camera  crew  attended  the  gala  pre- 
miere of  Paramount’s  “North  West  Mount- 
ed Police”  at  Regina,  where  Lucien  Roy, 
cameraman,  and  Fred  Govan,  sound  tech- 
nician,  recorded  the  highlights  . . . Com- 
eraman  Ross  Beesley  is  shooting  scenes  at 
military  camps  for  a special  production  by 
the  National  Film  Board,  and  Cameraman 
Bob  Martin  covered  the  Montreal  parade 
of  mechanized  army  units  which  “in- 
vaded” the  city  after  a sham  battle  . . . 
ASN  studios  have  completed  recording  and 
processing  of  “Britain  at  Bay,”  current  re- 
lease in  the  National  Film  Board’s  “Can- 
ada Carries  On”  series. 

Two  screen  players  are  being  featured 
at  Chez  Maurice — Beverley  Roberts  of 
Warner  Bros,  films,  and  George  Shelley, 
who  appeared  on  the  screen  for  Universal 
and  RKO  as  singing  master  of  ceremonies 
. . . Mrs.  Victor  E.  Duclos,  wife  of  the 
Canadian  trade  commissioner  at  Shang- 
hai, home  on  a visit,  reveals  that  in  recent 
years  the  Chinese  have  started  making 
their  own  motion  pictures  and  are  develop- 
ing their  own  stars.  Chinese  music  is  be- 
ing superseded  by  jazz  and  other  western 
music  and  western  dancing  is  coming  into 
favor. 

Following  the  declaration  by  Loew’s 
London  Theatres  of  a dividend  of  25  cents 
on  the  preferred  payable  November  30  to 
shareholders  of  record  November  16,  ar- 
rears as  at  Dec.  31,  1940,  will  amount  to 
36  per  cent,  or  $3.60  a share. 
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THE  BACKLOG 
OF  QUALITY 


TODAY— next  week  — next  year  — you  know 
you  can  depend  on  each  Eastman  negative 
film  to  do  its  special  work  surpassingly 
well.  This  unvarying  reliability  — a true 
backlog  of  quality  — keeps  these  films 
strongly  entrenched  as  the  favorites  of  the 
industry.  Eastman  Kodak  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 

Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 


PLLS-X  SCPER-XX 

for  gemeral  studio  use  when  little  light  is  uruiluhle 

BACKGROCXD-X 

tor  buchgrounds  und  generul  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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PRAGTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Selling  Seat5 


Conduct  Talent  Hunt  for 
Rooney -Garland  Doubles 

Boston — One  of  the  better  publicity 
stunts  for  many  months  was  pulled  off  last 
week  by  Joseph  A.  DiPesa  and  A1  Longo 
of  the  local  Loew’s  theatres.  In  a tie-in 
with  Boston  University  on  “Strike  Up  the 
Band,”  they  endeavored  to  find  the  mu- 
sical counterparts  of  Judy  Garland  and 
Mickey  Rooney. 

A talent  quest  was  conducted  with  stu- 
dents of  the  large  New  England  university 
participating. 

Judges  of  the  affair  were  orchestra  lead- 
ers. The  winners  were  awarded  trophies 
with  the  compliments  of  Mickey  Rooney 
and  Judy  Garland. 

The  following  afternoon  they  appeared 
as  guests  over  station  WEEI  after  which 
they  went  to  a local  nitery,  as  guests  of  the 
orchestra  leader  there. 

Highlight  of  the  contest  was  when  one 
orchestra  leader  invited  the  girl  winner  to 
audition  for  him,  and  offered  her  a year’s 
contract  with  his  band. 


Matching  Stub  Stunt  Is 
"Partners"  Variation 

Alfred,  N.  Y. — A variation  'but  one  in- 
dependently conceived)  upon  the  popular 
duplicate-number  stunt  whereby  those 
matching  numbers  are  admitted  free  to 
“Lucky  Partners,”  is  reported  by  W.  Var- 
ick  Nevins  III,  manager  of  Alfred’s  Co- 
operative Pictures. 

Nevins’  stunt  is  to  cut  in  half,  along 
variform  lines,  an  ordinary  calling  card, 
imprinted  of  course  with  the  theatre’s  ad, 
and  distribute  the  halves  (upper  to  men, 
lower  to  women ) and  invite  them  to  match 
halves  for  free  admission. 

The  stubs  are  distributed  by  being  en- 
closed in  an  envelope  whereon  is  im- 
printed copy  on  the  picture  and  the  invi- 
tation to  match  stubs.  A high  percentage 
of  these  half-tickets  are  matchable,  the 
others  being  duds. 


Get  your  heralds  and  announcements 
before  the  high  school  and  college  foot- 
ball games  where  the  crowds  are  concen- 
trated. 


Hanover,  Pa. — A four-week  cooking 
school,  as  conducted  by  Charlie  Moyer, 
manager  of  the  State,  netted  five  times 
over  regular  Wednesday  matinee  business 
the  first  three  weeks  and  a tremendous 
finale  the  fourth  week,  when  a gas  range 
giveaway  was  an  added  incentive  to  at- 
tendance. 

Moyer  went  about  it  thusly:  He  con- 
tacte(l  Lever  Bros.,  makers  of  “Spry,”  at 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  who  cooperated  by  fur- 
nishing one  of  their  home  economics  in- 
structors to  conduct  the  school. 

The  school  was  held  each  Wednesday 
afternoon,  one  hour  prior  to  the  regular 
matinee,  and  ran  for  four  weeks.  All  of 
the  foods  prepared  at  the  school  and  17 


Fitzpatrick,  Marvel 
Achieve  Honor  Roll 


New  York  — Second  and  third  ex- 
hibitors to  win  the  M-G-M  Honor  Roll 
Button  awarded  for  outstanding  exploita- 
tion campaigns  for  Metro  releases  are,  re- 
spectively, Ed  Fitzpatrick,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Poli,  Waterbury,  Conn.,  and  Homer 
Marvel,  manager  of  the  Fox  Granada, 
Mount  Vernon,  111. 

Both  won  the  awards  on  their  campaigns 
for  “Strike  Up  the  Band.”  First  recipient 
of  such  a prize  was  Charles  Taylor,  pub- 
licity director  of  Shea’s  Great  Lakes,  Buf- 
falo, for  “Boom  Town.” 

Highlights  of  Fitzpatrick’s  campaign 
were  as  follows: 

(1)  Opening  day  march  to  theatre  by 
orchestras  from  three  local  high  schools. 

(2)  Cooperation  of  local  Rooney-Gar- 
land  fan  club. 

(3)  Doubles  contest  sponsored  by  local 
radio  station. 

(4)  Big  window  displays  and  extensive 
promotion  arranged  with  music  stores  and 
merchants. 

(5)  Lobby  display  featuring  nine-foot 
cutout,  with  trap  drum  on  miniature  plat- 
form. 

Highlights  of  Marvel’s  campaign: 

( 1 ) Valuable  puppy  given  away  to  lucky 
card  holder. 

(2)  Double  truck  co-op  ads  in  local  pa- 
per. 

(3)  Banners  plugging  film  used  in  high 
school  band  parade  at  football  games. 

(4)  High  school  band  contest  staged, 
winners  receiving  trophy  and  guest  tickets. 

(5)  Electrical  transcription  planted  with 
local  radio  station. 


Spots  Dance  Strip 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — A Mickey  Rooney- 
Judy  Garland  dance  strip  from  “Strike 
Up  the  Band”  was  good  for  seven  columns 
on  the  Sunday  magazine  page  of  the 
Bridgeport  Herald  as  one  of  the  features 
of  Morris  Rosenthal’s  campaign. 


bags  of  promoted  groceries  were  distrib- 
uted by  drawing,  to  the  women  holding 
a lucky  number. 

On  the  fourth  week  a $125.00  gas  range, 
promoted  without  cost  from  the  local  gas 
company,  was  awarded.  As  a buildup  for 
this  last  giveaway,  the  gas  company  co- 
operated by  handing  the  patron  at  each 
school  matinee,  a numbered  card  and  stub, 
the  card  bearing  information  concerning 
the  merits  of  gas.  Thus,  women  attending 
all  four  sessions,  had  four  chances  at  the 
range. 

The  gas  company,  too,  furnished  the 
range  to  be  used  on  the  stage.  The  dem- 
onstrations were  the  talk  of  the  town,  and 
attendance  grew  accordingly. 


Circuit  Managers  Push 
"Down  Argentine  Way" 


New  Haven — Loew-Poli  managers  in  New 
England  are  going  to  town  with  ballyhoo 
on  “Down  Argentine  Way.”  Briefly,  the 
doings  of  several,  follow: 

Edward  Fitzgerald  of  the  Poli  at  Water- 
bury had  two  boys  in  gaucho  costume  cir- 
culate among  crowds  attending  a football 
rally.  The  gaucho  costume  idea  clicked 
with  Bob  Russell  of  the  Loew-Poli  in  New 
Haven  and  with  Charles  Freeman  of 
Springfield,  too,  both  having  boys  circu- 
late among  the  people  who  came  out  to 
hear  Willkie. 

A variation  upon  this  was  used  by  Monk 
Maloney  of  the  Poli  in  Worcester  who  had 
two  singers  in  the  costume  appear  in  five 
night  clubs  and  plug  song  hits  from  the 
film. 

Jack  Simon  of  the  Poli  at  Hartford  pro- 
moted 800  flowers  from  a florist  to  be 
given  away  on  opening  day  of  the  picture, 
and  had  the  press  reviews  appear  open- 
ing day  instead  of  the  day  after.  He  also 
arranged  a coop  ad  with  a milliner,  an- 
nouncing the  giveaway  of  Cai-men  Miranda 
fan  photos. 

A special  screening  for  insurance  com- 
pany executives  and  city  notables  was  an- 
other phase  of  Simon’s  promotion  as  was 
a rhumba  contest  at  a local  hotel,  with 
coupons  for  entrants  available  at  the  the- 
atre, and  the  hotel  providing  the  $25  top 
pi’ize. 

Charles  D.  Scicca,  student  assistant  in 
Springfield,  planted  “Sweater  Girls  of 
America”  and  “Rounding  the  Curves  with 
Grable”  strips  in  the  local  press. 


Tie  Sadie  Hawkins  Day 
With  "LTl  Abner"  Dates 

New  York — “Li’l  Abner,”  RKO  Radio’s 
screen  version  of  the  popular  daily  car- 
toon strip,  will  be  released  nationally  by 
RKO  with  benefit  of  a thorough  pro- 
motion campaign  backed  by  United  Fea- 
tures Syndicate  and  Sadie  Hawkins  Day 
tie-ins.  Set  for  November  1 release,  its 
national  distribution  date  is  one  day  be- 
fore 2,000  colleges,  high  schools  and  clubs 
celebrate  “Sadie  Hawkins  Day”  with 
dances  and  parties.  Saturday,  November 
2,  is  Sadie  Hawkins  Day. 

Currently  being  distributed  to  exhibi- 
tors is  United  Features’  promotional  port- 
folio, a kit  including  proclamations  and 
22  cartoon  mats. 

Three  pages  of  RKO  Radio’s  press  book 
on  “Li’l  Abner”  are  devoted  to  Sadie 
Hawkins  Day  exploitation.  The  promo- 
tion in  each  town  will  be  sponsored  by 
the  newspaper  carrying  the  cartoon  strip 
and  theatres  playing  “Li’l  Abner”  will  be 
the  pivotal  points  of  the  tie-ups. 


Usherettes  as  Deanna 

Raton,  N.  M. — Tom  Ward,  manager  of 
the  El  Raton,  for  two  weeks  preceding 
the  run  of  “Spring  Parade”  replaced  his 
service  staff  with  usherettes,  dressed  in 
Deanna  Durbin  party  gowns,  who  “pushed” 
aisles  and  gave  out  candy  kisses  (from 
Deanna).  The  regular  ushers  were  put  to 
doing  publicity  work  for  a coming  stage 
show. 


rt--  ~ ■■  

Cooking  School  Crowds  Matinees 
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Big  Cash  Prizes  on 
Tap  for  "Litlle  Men" 


New  York — Fifteen  thousand  dollars  in 
cash  will  be  divided  by  the  theatre  mana- 
gers of  the  United  States  and  Canada  for 
the  best  showmanship  put  forward  in  cam- 
paigns on  “Little  Men,”  it  is  announced 
by  S.  Barret  McCormick,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity,  on  behalf  of 
RKO  Radio,  and  the  Borden  Company, 
owners  of  “Elsie,”  the  glamour  cow  who 
plays  an  important  part  in  the  film. 

Include  "Elsie" 

There  will  be  369  distinct  cash  prizes  for 
theatre  managers  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  and  comprehensive  advertising, 
publicity  and  exploitation  in  various  forms 
embracing  and  including  a tie-up  or  pro- 
motion with  “Elsie”  will  be  the  basis  of 
judging  by  the  award  board. 

The  contest  begins  November  1 with  the 
national  release  of  the  Towne-Baker  pro- 
duction and  continues  to,  and  including 
February  15,  and  applies  to  all  engage- 
ments within  this  period. 

The  $15,000  in  cash  is  to  be  distributed 
to  exhibitors  in  various  classes  as  follows: 

United  States  and  Territories:  $1,350 
through  13  prizes  to  first  run  theatres,  and 
$2,100  through  62  prizes  to  subsequent 
run  theatres  in  cities  of  100,000  and  over; 
$1,350  through  18  prizes  to  first  run  thea- 
tres, and  $2,275  through  78  prizes  to  sub- 
sequent run  theatres  in  cities  of  25,000  to 
100,000;  $5,100  through  163  prizes  to  first 
or  subsequent  run  theatres  in  cities  under 
25,000. 

Canada:  $525  through  seven  prizes  to 
first  run  theatres,  and  $700  through  16 
prizes  to  subsequent  run  theatres. 

Special : $800  through  five  prizes  to  RKO 
national  circuit  theatres,  and  $800  through 
seven  prizes  to  RKO  Metropolitan  New 
York  circuit  theatres,  eliminating  these  two 
circuits  from  the  general  contest.  In  case 
of  ties,  duplicate  awards  will  be  made. 

The  capital  prizes  in  the  first  three  clas- 
sifications for  the  United  States  are  $500 
each  and  for  the  subsequent  run  theatres 
$250;  the  Canadian  first-run  houses,  $250, 
Canadian  subsequent  run  theatres,  $200; 
the  RKO  national  circuit,  $400,  and  the 
RKO  Metropolitan  circuit,  $300. 

Many  Outlets  Available 

There  will  be  second  prizes  of  $250,  third 
of  $100  and  ten  of  $50  for  first-run  thea- 
tres of  100,000  and  over;  second  prizes  of 
$100,  ten  of  $50,  and  50  of  $25  for  sub- 
sequent runs  in  this  classification.  Other 
prizes:  In  cities  of  25,000  to  100,000,  sec- 
ond $250,  third  $100,  five  of  $50,  ten  of 
$25.  Subsequent  runs,  same  class:  second 
$100,  third  $50,  75  of  $25.  In  cities  un- 
der 25,000:  second  $250,  third  $100,  ten  of 
$50,  150  of  $25.  In  Canada,  all  cities: 
second  $100,  two  of  $50,  three  of  $75. 
Subsequent  runs,  Canada:  second  $100, 
two  of  $50,  12  of  $25. 

“The  Borden  Company  alone  has  525,- 
000  dealer  outlets  and  offices  throughout 
the  United  States  and  Canada  ready  to 
cooperate  with  theatres,  while  the  classic 
volume  on  which  the  story  is  based  will 
be  good  for  bookshop  and  school  promo- 
tion on  a wide  scale,”  pointed  out  McCor- 
mick. 

“Borden’s  has  spread  the  name  of  Elsie 
before  the  American  public  through  an  ad- 
vertising barrage  of  full-color  ads  in  the 
largest  weekly  magazines  and  via  millions 
of  Elsie  souvenirs,  and  Hollywood  and  the 
screen  world  has  paid  her  tribute  in  a 


Stop  for  This — 

Crediting  Assistant  Bill  Erickson  as 
co-worker  on  the  copy,  Manager  Dave 
Martin  of  the  Fox  Granada,  Ingle- 
wood, Ca.lif.,  claims  the  above  30x40 
easel  card  causes  passersby  to  stop  and 
read.  Copy  says:  “Things  are  looking 
up!  And  the  motion  picture  industry 
is  well  up  in  the  forefront  of  the  re- 
covery parade  with  the  greatest  array 
of  productions  ever  presented  on  the 
screens  at  the  nation’s  theatres.  See 
them  here!” 


Build  Boat  Display 

Peru,  Ind. — A compo-board  display,  sim- 
ulating a motorboat  and  bearing  life-size 
cutouts  of  the  stars  in  “Rhythm  on  the 
River”  was  made  up  for  the  lobby  of  the 
Roxy  by  Albert  Stubley,  sign  artist,  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Manager  Dale  Loom- 
is and  his  assistant,  Jim  Ackron.  The  boat 
cutout  was  mounted  atop  a sign  flanked 
by  stills. 


Broadcast  for  “Rockne" 

Albany,  N.  Y. — Leo  Rosen,  manager  of 
Warner’s  Troy,  arranged  to  be  questioned 
over  a noontime  street  broadcast,  to  plug 
the  opening  of  “Knute  Rockne — All  Ameri- 
can.” 


series  of  functions  that  have  made  her 
known  to  other  millions.” 

Award  Board 

Members  of  the  Award  Board  have  been 
appointed  as  follows:  Gene  Towne,  pro- 
ducer of  “Little  Men;”  A.  W.  Ramsdell, 
vice-president  of  the  Borden  Co.;  George 
J.  Schaefer,  president,  Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum  Corp.;  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-presi- 
dent, RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.;  Arthur 
Andrews,  vice-president.  Young  & Rubicam, 
Inc.;  Martin  Quigley,  president,  the  Quig- 
ley Publications;  A.  Mike  Vogel,  chairman. 
Managers’  Round  Table,  Motion  Picture 
Herald. 

Sam  Shain,  editor,  Motion  Picture  Daily; 
John  W.  Alicoate,  publisher.  Film  Daily; 
Donald  M.  Mersereau,  general  manager 
Film  Daily;  Ben  Shlyen,  publisher,  Boxof- 
fice;  Maurice  “Red”  Kann,  editor.  Box- 
office;  Abel  Green,  editor.  Variety;  Charles 
“Chick”  Lewis,  editor  and  publisher.  Show- 
men’s Trade  Review;  Jay  W.  Emanuel, 
editor  and  publisher.  The  Exhibitor;  Ray 
Lewis,  publisher  and  editor,  Canadian  Mo- 
tion Picture  Digest. 

Chairman:  S.  Barret  McCormick. 


M UGGET 

^WO  attention-getting  street  stunts  paced 
Wally  Caldwell’s  campaign  for  “Boom 
Town”  at  Loew’s  Valentine  in  Toledo,  Ohio. 
In  one  instance  nine  young  men  marched 
in  alignment,  ten  feet  apart  through  the 
downtown,  two  days  in  advance,  each  car- 
rying a four-foot  gold  painted  cutout  letter 
mounted  on  batten  spelling  “Boom  Town.” 
The  ninth  man  carried  theatre  and  play- 
date  copy.  The  second  street  bally  con- 
sisted of  a young  man  dressed  in  city  fire- 
man’s uniform  carrying  a 36x24x8-inch  red 
suitcase  with  white  letter  copy  “Explosive 
thrills  and  romantic  dynamite  in  (title  and 
playdates) .” 


A 2^-sheet,  pasted  across  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  the  theatre,  comprised  part  of 
L.  Guidetti’s  ballyhoo  for  “Strike  Up  the 
Band”  at  the  State  in  Charleroi,  Pa. 


“Don’t  Mind  the  Noise — This  is  Boom 
Town!”  was  bannered  on  a large  truck  that 
traversed  the  streets  of  Greencastle,  Ind., 
and  environs  as  part  of  Andy  Browning’s 
campaign  at  the  Voncastle.  The  “noise” 
referred  to  was  supplied  by  three  young 
men  enthusiastically  pounding  on  bass 
drums  inside  the  truck. 


Megaphone  and  hats,  carrying  “Strike 
Up  the  Band”  copy,  were  distributed  at 
football  games  of  all  local  colleges  and 
high  schools  as  part  of  Fred  Osterstock’s 
campaign  for  the  showing  at  the  State, 
Easton,  Pa.  The  hats  also  were  worn  by 
members  of  the  bands  entertaining  at  the 
games. 

• 

In  stores  throughout  the  area  that  have 
star  card  weighing  scales,  A1  Blasko,  man- 
ager of  the  Parthenon  in  Chicago,  placed 
cards  on  the  scales  inviting  the  public  to 
weigh  themselves,  and  if  the  cards  bear- 
ing their  weight  had  a picture  of  a star 
appearing  in  “I  Love  You  Again”  or 
“Money  and  the  Woman,”  they  were 
presented  with  passes  to  see  the  picture  at 
the  Parthenon. 


Several  showmeii  have  supercharged  the 
trailer  on  “Foreign  Correspondent”  by  cut- 
ting it  in  on  the  newsreels  covering  the 
war  in  Europe. 


A contest  for  the  best  dog  picture,  con- 
ducted for  “The  Biscuit  Eater,”  brought 
more  than  300  entries  to  the  Strand  at 
Kingsport,  Tenn. 

• 

Girls  in  western  outfit  distributed  3,000 
sticks  of  chewing  gum  a day  prior  to  and 
011  opening  day  of  “The  Westerner,”  for 
Lester  Pollock,  manager  of  Loew’s  Roches- 
ter, in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  The  gum  wrap- 
per was  printed  with  star  and  picture  title. 


Newspaper  ads  for  “The  Westerner” 
read:  “C’mon  girls,  treat  the  boy  friend! 
Take  your  boy  friend  . . . you  pay  . . . you 
do  anyway!”  The  stunt  was  Lester  Pol- 
lock’s of  Loew’s  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


Flying  Club  Tie 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. — The  Shea  community 
theatres  are  cooperating  with  the  Flying 
Club  of  America  and  are  offering  stamps, 
with  each  adult  admission,  which  can  be  ex- 
changed for  flying  lessons  or  airplane  kits. 
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Dictator  Slamfest  Winner 

Of  October  Blue  Ribbon 


"The  Great  Dictator,"  Charlie  Chaplin's  first  production  in  five 
years,  has  been  selected  by  the  National  Screen  Council  as  the 
outstanding  film  released  in  October  and  winner  of  the  BOXOFFICE 
Blue  Ribbon  Award  for  that  month. 

Distributed  through  United  Artists,  the  film  was  produced,  writ- 
ten and  directed  by  Charles  Chaplin,  who  also  plays  a dual  starring 
role  as  the  Dictator  of  Tomania  and  as  the  Jewish  Barber.  Paulette 
Goddard  plays  the  leading  feminine  role,  and  Jack  Oakie  plays  a 
"Mussolini"  role  as  the  Dictator  of  Bacteria. 

The  little  man  with  the  moustache  has  built  the  story  around  a 
Jewish  barber  whose  resemblance  to  the  dictator,  unmistakably 
patterned  after  Hitler,  causes  political  complications  that  result 
for  the  benefit  of  humanity  when  the  barber  is  called  upon  to  make 
a speech  as  the  victorious  conqueror.  Instead  he  makes  an  appeal 
for  the  downfall  of  dictatorship  and  the  return  to  democracy.  Chap- 
lin balances  comedy  with  pathos,  irony  with  melodrama,  in  his 
dual  portrayal  of  the  dictator  and  the  barber. 

Production  Stafi 


Producer  Charles  Chaplin 

Written  and  directed 
by Charles  Chaplin 


Musical  direction 

Meredith  Willson 

Assistant  directors 

Dan  James,  Wheeler 


Dryden,  Bob  Meltzer 

Photographers Karl  Struss, 

Roland  Totheroh 
Art  director.... 3.  Russell  Spencer 

Film  editor Willard  Nico 

Sound Percy  Townsend 

Glenn  Rominger 


Cast  of  Characters 


People 

Hynkel,  Dictator  of  Tomania 

Charles  Chaplin 

Napaloni,  Dictator  of  Bacteria 

Jack  Oakie 

Schultz Reginald  Gardiner 


of  the  Palace 


Garbitsch Henry  Daniell 

Herring Billy  Gilbert 


Madame  Napaloni Grace  Hayle 

Bacterian  Ambassador 

Carter  de  Haven 


People  of  the  Ghetto 

A Jewish  Barber. .Cnkuczs  Chaplin  Mrs.  Jaeckel Emma  Dunn 

Hannah  Paulette  Goddard  Mr.  Mann Bernard  Gorcey 

Mr.  Jaeckel Maurice  Moscovich  Mr.  Agar Paul  Weigel 

and  Chester  Conklin,  Esther  Michelson,  Hank  Mann,  Florence  Wright, 
Eddie  Gribbon,  Robert  O.  Davis,  Eddie  Dunn,  Nita  Pike,  Peter  Lynn. 


This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes 
by  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  out- 
standing merit  and  suitabil- 
ity of  the  film  to  whole-fam- 
ily entertainment.  Members 
of  the  Council  include  over 
200  motion  picture  editors  of 
leading  newspapers  through- 
out the  country,  motion  pic- 
ture reviewing  committee  of 
the  International  Federation 
of  Catholic  Alumnae,  and 
state  motion  picture  chair- 
men of  the  General  Fed- 
eration of  Women’s  Clubs. 


OPINIONS  ON  CURRENT  FEATURE  PRODUCTIONS 


/<efriewi 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  SELLING  THE  PICTURE 


AD  AIDS 


^xplottips 
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"WIND"  AND  "ROCKNE"  TOP  THE  WEEK'S  HEAP 


BOSTON 

Fenway — Dispatch  From  Kcuter's  (WB)  ; The 

Villain  Still  Pursued  Her  (RKO)  

Keith’s  Memorial — Tliey  Knew  AVhat  They 
Wanted  (RKO);  The  Great  Profile  (20th- 

Fox),  2nd  wk 

Loew’s  Orpheurn — The  Westerner  (UA); 

Glamour  for  Sale  (Col)  

Loew’s  State — Same  as  Orpheurn 

Metropolitan — Kiiute  Kockne — All  American 


(WB) ; Calling:  All  Husbands  (WB) 115 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  50 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Margie  (Unlv),  1st  halt 90 

Broadway — Florian  (M-G-M)  90 

Carolina — Strike  Fp  the  Hand  (M-G-M) 110 

Imperial — Pastor  Hall  (UA),  1st  half 90 

Imperial — South  of  Pago  Pago  (UA),  2nd  halt.  100 

State — Black  Diamonds  (Univ),  1st  half 90 

State — Island  of  Doomed  Men  (Col),  2nd  half.  90 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Kit  Carson  (UA)  100 

Chicago — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB), 

2nd  wk.,  plus  Laurel  & Hardy  stage  show... 110 

Garrick — Diilcy  (M-G-M)  100 

Oriental — Money  and  the  Woman  (WB), 

plus  stage  show  100 

Palace — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO);  Margie  (Univ),  2nd  wk 90 

Roosevelt — Down  Argentine  AVay  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 90 

State-Lake — The  Lady  in  (iuestion  (Col), 

plus  stage  show  90 

United  Artists — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 90 

Woods — Gone  With  the  Wind  (M-G-M),  ran 
first  half  of  39th  wk 200 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Kh.vthm  on  the  Kiver  (Para’t) 130 

Capitol — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M)...  90 
Grand — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk.  .100 

Keith’s — Dulcy  (M-G-M)  90 

Lyric — Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ) 80 

Palace — ^Kniite  Kockne — All  American  (WB)..110 
Shubert — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 80 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — Angels  Over  Broadwa.v  (Col) 60 

Hippodrome — City  for  Conquest  (WB) 100 

Lake — Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble  (Col); 

Pier  13  (20th-Fox)  80 

Palace — Hired  Wife  (Univ),  plus  stage  show.. 115 
Stillman — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 160 


DALLAS 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Gone  Wi’th  the  Wind — 

Chicago  200 

Knute  Rockne — All  American — 

Pittsburgh  180 

Great  Dictator — 

New  York  I'lS 

Down  Argentine  Way — 

Los  Angeles  (dual)  175 

Third  Finger,  Left  Hand — 

Indianapolis  (dual)  175 

Strike  Up  the  Band — 

Cleveland  160 

Dulcy — 

New  Orleans  150 

Rangers  of  Fortune — 

New  Orleans  150 

The  Westerner — 

New  Haven  (dual)  150 

EXTENDED  RUNS 

Gone  With  the  Wind,  39th  wk.,  Chicago. 
Foreiffii  Correspondent,  4th  wk.,  Los 
Ang-eles. 


Strike  Up  the  Band,  3rd  wk.,  Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh. 

Long:  Voyage  Home,  3rd  wk.,  New  York 

City. 

Down  Argrentine  Way,  3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 
Howards  of  Virg-inia,  3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 


Glamour  for  Sale  (Col)  175 

Lyric — Father  Is  a Frince  (WB).  plus  Major 

Bowes’  stage  show  05 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox), 

holdover  120 

Midland — Wyoming:  (M-G-M);  Haunted  Honey- 
moon (M-G-M)  75 

Newman — Ivnute  Roekne — All  American 

(WB),  holdover  <15 

Orpheurn — Kit  Carson  (UA);  (liieen  of 

Destiny  (RKO)  95 

Tower — Kide,  Tenderfoot,  Hide  (Rep). 

plus  Major  Bowes’  Revue  140 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  HO 


Capitol — Gay  Caballero  (20th-Fox),  1st  part...  90 
Capitol — That  Gang:  of  Mine  (Mono),  2nd  iiart.  90 
Capitol — Diamond  Frontier  (Univ),  3rd  part..  80 

Majestic — Ramparts  We  AA’atoh  (RKO)  130 

Palace — No  Time  for  (k>medy  (M-G-M) 115 

Rialto — Haunted  Honej  inocm  (M-G-M), 

1st  half  90 

Rialto — Flowing-  Gold  (WB),  2nd  half 110 

Tower — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB) . . . .100 


DENVER 

Aladdin — •Westerner  (UA),  after  wk.  at  Denver. 125 
Broadway — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M); 

Golden  Fleecing-  (M-G-M),  after  2 wks.  at 

Orpheurn  125 

Denham — Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para’t) 50 

Denver — Down  Argenline  Way  (20th-Fox) 140 

Orpheurn — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO);  Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West  (RKO).. 105 
Paramount — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col); 

Golden  Gloves  (Para’t)  110 

Rialto — Howards  of  Virginia  (Col),  after  a wk. 
each  at  the  Denver  and  Broadway;  Girls 
of  the  Road  (Col)  125 

DETROIT 

Adams — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 
(RKO);  The  Great  Profile  (20th-Fox),  after 

wk.  at  Fox  110 

Cinema — The  Baker’s  Wife  (SR),  2nd  wk 90 

Fox — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox);  So 

You  Won’t  Talk  (Col)  100 

Michigan — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB),  plus 

stage  show  135 

Palms-State — Strike  X^p  the  Band  (M-G-M), 
after  3 wks.  at  United  Artists;  Mystery  Sea 

Raider  (Para’t)  125 

United  Artists — Dulcy  (M-G-M);  Third  Finger, 

Left  Hand  (M-G-M)  110 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox); 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M)  175 

Downtown — City  for  Coiuiuest  (WB);  Nobody’s 

Sweetheart  (Univ)  140 

Four  Star — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA), 

4th  wk 75 

Hillstreet — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO);  Mexican  .Spitfire  Out  West  (RKO).. 100 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  140 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  100 

Paramount — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t),  plus 

Tommy  Dorsey  on  stage  ■: 160 

State — Same  as  Chinese  150 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t):  The 

(piarterback  (Para’t)  125 

Riverside — Three  Faces  West  (Rep),  plus  Kd- 
mund  Lowe,  Ann  Dvorak,  Eddy  Howard  on 

stage  165 

Strand — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox);  I 

Want  a Divorce  (Para’t)  100 

Warner — The  Westerner  (UA);  Cross  Country 
Romance  (RKO)  HO 


Wisconsin — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M); 


Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum  (20th-Fox)  .125 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Three  Men  From  Texas  (Para’t); 

UalliiiK  Ail  Husbands  (WB)  90 

Century — Knute  Koekne — All  American  (WB), 

2nd  wk 100 

Esquire — 'rhe  Villain  Still  Pursued  Her  (RKO)  . 80 

Gopher — Hangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t)  80 

Orpheurn — Dulcy  (M-G-M),  plus  stage  show...  125 

State — Down  Argentine  AVay  (20th-Fox) 100 

World — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB),  2nd  wk.  ...100 


• 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Stage  to  Chino  (RKO) ; Marked 

Men  (PRC)  80 

Circle — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB); 

Money  and  the  XVoman  (WB),  2nd  wk 100 

Indiana — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t) ; I Want 

a Divorce  (Para’t)  95 

Loew’s — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M); 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Dowtv  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox); 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk ' 100 

Loew-Poli — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M); 

Glamour  for  Sale  (Col)  95 

Paramount — Moon  Over  liiirma  (Para’t);  Pier 

1.1  (20th-Fox)  100 

Roger  Sherman — The  Westerner  (UA) ; Argen- 
tine Nights  (Univ)  150 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Money  and  the  IVoman  (WB) 100 

Globe — All  This,  and  Heaven  Too  (FN) 90 

Lafayette — Grand  Ole  Opry  (Rep),  4 days 125 

Liberty — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO)  90 

Loew’s — Dulcy  (M-G-M)  150 

Orpheurn — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB) 140 

Saenger — Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t) 150 

Tudor — The  Great  McGiuty  (Para’t) 130 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  2nd  road- 
show wk 175 

Capitol — Same  as  Astor  165 

Criterion — The  iluarterback  (Para’t) 100 

Globe — Captain  Caution  (UA)  85 

Paramount — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t),  plus 

stage  show  160 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — They  Knew  What 
They  AVanted  (RKO),  2nd  wk..  plus  stage 

show  8 5 

Rialto— Meet  the  AVildcat  (Univ)  90 

Rivoli — The  Long  A’oyage  Home  (UA).  2nd  wk.  .110 
Roxy — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-P'ox), 

plus  stage  show  120 

Strand — Knute  RcK'kne — All  American  (WB), 

plus  stage  show  140 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — City  for  Conc|uest  (WB) 80 

Liberty — Cherokee  Strip  (Para't);  French 

Without  Tears  (Para’t)  100 

Midwest— Down  Argentine  AVay  ( 20th-Fox) . . . . 90 

State — He  Stayed  for  Breakfast  (Col) 120 

Tower — Knute  Roekne — All  American  (WB), 

2nd  wk 110 

Warner — Calling  All  Husbands  (WB);  Show- 
down (Para’t)  100 


OMAHA 

Brandeis— Tlie  Hit  I’arade  of  1941  (Rep): 

Laddie  (RKO)  100 

Omaha — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M); 

One  Million  B.  C.  (UA)  115 

Orpheurn — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox); 

Calling  All  Husbands  {WB)  125 


PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col), 

2nd  wk.,  4 days  100 

Boyd — They  Knew  AVhat  They  AVanted  (RKO).  105 


Earle — The  Gay  Caballero  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  150 

Fox — Spring  Parade  (Univ)  120 

Karlton^ — The  Outsider  (SR)  75 

Keith's — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB), 

2nd  run  1^0 

Stanley — Down  Argentine  AVay  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 8 5 

Stanton — The  iMiiinmy’s  Hand  (Univ) 95 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin— -Hired  AVife  (Univ),  2nd  wk 100 

Barry — I Can’t  (iive  You  Anytliing  But  Love 

(Univ);  AA’ildcat  Bus  (RKO)  90 

Fulton — Pastor  Hall  (UA)  100 

Penn — Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t) 80 

Ritz — Strike  I'P  the  Band  (M-G-M), 

3rd  d.  t.  wk 100 

Stanley — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB)  . .180 
Warner — City  for  X’omiuest  (WB),  2nd  d.  t.  wk..l00 


PROVIDENCE 

Albee — They  Knew  What  They  AA'antcd  (RKO); 


Pop  Always  Pays  (RKO)  140 

Carlton — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M); 

Glamour  for  Sale  (Col),  2nd  wk 70 

Fay’s — Under  Texas  Skies  (Rep);  Night  Train 

(20th-Fox)  90 

Majestic — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB) ; 
Pier  13  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 125 


State— AAyoming  (M-G-M);  Five  Little  Peppers 

(Col)  

Strand — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t):  AA’orld 
in  Flames  (Para’t)  


SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — Girls  Inder  21  (Col);  Glamour 

for  Sale  (Col)  HO 

Centre — Strike  lip  tlie  Band  (M-G-M) 110 

Paramount — Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M). 100 

Studio — Down  Argentine  AVay  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 90 

Utah— The  Great  Profile  (20th-Fox) 85 

Victory — Opened  by  Mistake  (Para’t):  Rocky 

Alountaiii  Riiiigers  (Rep)  100 

SEATTLE 

Fifth  Avenue — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand 

(M-G-M):  Yesterday’s  Hcroe.s  ( 2()lh-Fox)  . . . . 90 
Liberty — Howar<ls  of  A'irgiiiia  (Col),  3rd  wk. . . . 90 
Music  Box — l)<»wii  Argentine  AA'ay  (20th-Fox); 

Great  Profile  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 85 

Orpheurn — Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (WB); 

I’m  Nobody’s  Sweetheart  Now  (Univ) 90 

Palomar — Melody  and  Moonlight  (Rep);  Dia- 
mond Frontier  (WB)  ^ 90 

Paramount — Dulcy  (M-G-M);  Cherokee  Strip 

(RKO)  90 
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Columbia 

He  Stayed  lor  Breakfast 
An  awful  disappointment.  Maybe  that 
was  partly  because  the  salesman  for  Co- 
lumbia led  us  to  expect  too  much.  But 
at  that  the  boxoffice  returns  which  were 
very  poor  reflected  our  personal  reaction. 
Audience;  Tried  hard  to  get  a few  laughs 
but  succeeded  in  getting  only  one.  Ad- 
mission: 40-10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 710.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein, 
Out-Wickenburg-Way,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 
Mad  Men  of  Europe 

A louse.  Our  people,  even  the  kinder- 
garten children,  asked  us  why  “they” 
stopped  this  picture  right  in  the  middle 
and  that  pretty  well  describes  it.  Boxof- 
fice; Even  worse  than  the  audience  reac- 
tion. Admission:  40-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  710.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A. 
Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 

First  National 

All  This,  and  Heaven  Too 

Very  good  for  that  kind,  but  who  the 
hell  wants  that  kind?  Too  long,  too  heavy 
and  serious.  Pleased  a few  ladies  and  some 
of  the  men  walked  out.  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  OK.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,000.  Capacity;  300. — Logan  Hedrick, 
Homer,  Homer,  111. 

Torrid  Zone 

Good  action  picture  that  should  have 
run  Saturday.  The  men  liked  it  but  not  a 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Boxof- 
fice. 4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


woman’s  picture.  Fair  business.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Good  and  hot.  Admission:  20-10. 
Capacity:  240. — E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark, 
Ozark,  Ark. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Boom  Town 

No  comment  necessary.  Audience:  Went 
for  it  in  a big  way.  Boxoffice:  Biggest 
gross  since.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 710.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out- 
Wickenburg-Way,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Susan  and  God 

Terrible.  Pulled  after  Sunday  run. 
Pleased  a few,  but  majority  made  caustic 
comment.  Lost  my  pants  on  this  one, 
killed  Joan  Crawford,  and  hid  when  the 
cash  customers  exited.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weath- 
er: Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Capacity:  240. 
— E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark. 

Monogram 

Cowboy  From  Sundown 

Very  poor  acting,  was  a disappoint- 
ment. Players  remind  of  school  days,  but 
audience  was  OK.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Hot 
and  dry.  Admission:  20-10.  Capacity:  240. 
— E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark. 


RKO  Radio 

Dreaming  Out  Loud 

Lum  ’n’  Abner  fans  went  for  it,  but  same 
picture  without  them  would  be  a flop. 
Nobody  could  make  any  money  at  50  per 
cent.  Receipts  twice  average.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Ca- 
pacity: 240. — E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark, 

Ozark,  Ark. 

Lucky  Partners 

Here  is  another  picture  that  died  on 
the  second  night  of  the  change,  indicat- 
ing the  people  didn’t  go  for  it.  I am 
afraid  RKO  is  allowing  Ginger  Rogers 
to  become  typed  and  that  doesn’t  go  in 
this  business.  Boxoffice:  Not  what  we  ex- 
pected. Admission;  40-10.  General  pat- 
ronage. Population:  710.  Capacity:  263. — 

E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way,  Wick- 
enburg, Ariz. 

Republic 

Carolina  Moon 

About  the  same  as  previous  Gene  Au- 
trys.  Business  only  fair.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weath- 
er: OK.  Rural  patronage.  Population; 
1,000.  Capacity:  300. — Logan  Hedrick, 
Homer,  Homer,  111. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Four  Sons 

Good  picture  but  a little  on  the  heavy 
side.  Comments  generally  favorable  but 
patrons  want  more  humor  in  their  film 
fare.  Business  fair.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Hot.  Admission;  20-10.  Capacity:  240. — E. 

B.  Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark. 

Lucky  Cisco  Kid 

Not  a bad  pix  at  all  for  this  type.  Story 
isn’t  much  but  it’s  fun  and  the  masses 
will  go  for  it.  Audience:  Enjoyed  it.  Box- 
office:  Fairly  good.  Admission:  40-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  710.  Ca- 
pacity: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wicken- 
burg-Way, Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Return  of  Frank  James 

Our  audience  went  for  this  one  in  a big 
way.  Boxoffice:  Good.  Admission:  40-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  710.  Ca- 
pacity: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wicken- 
burg-Way, Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Star  Dust 

Only  a programmer  and  not  so  hot 
classed  as  such.  It’s  about  time  Pox  made 
a few  good  pictures  or  quit  trying.  Sat., 
Sun.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,000. 
Capacity:  300. — Logan  Hedrick,  Homer, 
Homer,  111. 

Young  People 

Both  the  show  and  boxoffice  better  than  i 
we  expected.  Oakie  and  Greenwood  were 
swell.  Pleased  the  cash  customers  and  i 
that’s  what  counts  after  all.  It’s  short, 
but  plenty  good  for  single  bills.  Sun.,  Mon.,  i 
Tues.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. — 
Doc  Davis,  Granada,  Oxford,  Neb. 

Universal 

Alias  the  Deacon 

Light  homely  comedy  fairly  well  liked. 

Not  big  but  satisfies.  Played  Bargain  I 
Night.  Average  business.  Tuesday.  Admis-  ! 
Sion;  20-10.  Capacity:  240. — E.  B.  Wacas-  I 
ter,  Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark.  ' 

House  of  Seven  Gables,  The  i 

Generally  well  liked,  but  appealed  to  j 
more  intelligent  class.  Average  business  , 
and  you  don’t  have  to  hide  when  the  pa-  I 
trons  leave.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Pair.  i 
Admission:  20-10.  Capacity:  240. — E.  B.  ■ 
Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark.  I 

I 
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''M-M-M!  SOUNDS  GOOD  TO  ME!'' 


When  your  theatre  has  the  double 
protection  of  an  Altec  sound  serv- 
ice agreement  and  an  Altec  booth 
parts  agreement,  you  can  relax! 
Yes,  you  can  devote  all  your  time 


and  thought  to  showmanship  and 
exploitation — for  Altec  takes  pro- 
jection room  worries  off  your 
shoulders  for  good ! Change  to 
Altec  today ! 


J^LTEC 


250  W^est  57th  Street,  New  York  City 

CHANGE  TO  ALTEC  SERVICE  • A CHANGE  FOR  THE  BETTER 
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MISCEL. 

|15|  Mystery  Allianee 

Mystery  of  Room  13 

( ■ ■> 

Gibb  McLaughlin 

Adventure  SR 

Leopard  Men  of 

Africa  (66) 

R — Aug.  3 

(l^  Com.  Mys.  N’f’d 

Hold  Tiiat  Woiiian 

(67) 

James  Dunn 

t'^rances  Gifford 

.Vlarcin  Spellman 

1 1 1 Melodrama 

Crimson  Dynasty 

(.  .) 

in  Drama  FA 

Spies  in  the  Air 

R — Aug.  3 

g Western  P-K-C 

Hilly  the  Kid  Out- 

lawed (60) 

Bob  Steele 

Drama  FA 

■Murder  in  the  Night 

Jack  LaRue 

g tVestern  P-R-C 

Gun  Code  (57) 

Tim  McCoy 

25 
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[ie|  M arama 

Desire  to  Live  ( . . ) 

[x^  Drama  FA 

False  Rapture  ( . . ) 

Otto  Kruger 

Western  P-R-C 

Riders  of  Black 

Mountain  (••) 

Tim  McCoy 
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WARNER-F.  N. 

[l^  M’drama  FN473 
I’usritive  From  Jus- 
tice (53)  F(-June  22 
Roger  Pryor 

Lucille  Fairbanks 
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[I^  Drama  FN46' 

Man  Mlio  Taiked 

Too  Much  (75) 

George  Brent 

R— July  6 

[is]  Drama  FN45J 

.All  This,  and 

Heaven  Too  (143) 

Bette  Davis 

Charles  Boyer 

R — June  22 
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-1^  Ac.  Dram  M’B414 

Uiver'.s  End  (70) 

Dennis  Morgan 

Elizabeth  Earl 

R — Aug.  24 

^ Drama  M B417 

Money  and  the 

M'oinan  (65) 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

Brenda  Marshall 

R — Aug.  17 

Act.  Dr.  WB412 

Flowing  (iold  (81) 

Pat  O’Brien 

John  Garfield 

Frances  Farmer 

R — Aug.  31 

|3^  Drama  WB401 

Sea  Hawk,  The 

(125) 

Errol  Flynn 

UNIVERSAL 

Com.  Drama  4008 

>an(Iy  Is  a Lady 
(64)  R— May  25 
Baby  Sandy 

Rugene  Pallette 
^ 

2jj  Comedy  4037 

1 Can’t  Give  You 
.Vn^ithing  But 

Lo\e  (61) 

Broderick  Crawford 

R — May  11 

1^  Drama  5040 

The  Fugitive  (77) 
Ralph  Richardson 
Diana  Wynyard 

R— July  6 

|~^  Com.  Drama  4007 

Private  Affairs  (74) 

Nancy  Kelly 

Roland  Young 

R — June  15 

[l^  Melodrama  4057 

Black  Diamonds  (52) 

R— July  27 

Western  4064 

Son  of  Roaring  Dan 

(64)  R — Aug.  17 

Johnny  Mack  Brown 
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[y|  M’drama  4039 

South  to  Karanga 

(69) 

Charles  Bickford 

R — Aug.  3 

|~9~|  Comedy  4003 

Boys  From  Syracuse 

(72)  R— July  20 

•Mian  Jones 

Martha  Raye 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

[l8|  Melodrama 

S4)uth  of  Pago  Pago 

(96) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Jon  Hall 

Francis  Farmer 

R— July  20 

|~9~|  Melodrama 

Captain  Caution 

(86)  R— Aug.  10 

Victor  Mature 

Louise  Platt 

[l^  Drama 

Foreign  Correspon- 

dent (120) 

Joel  McCrea 

Laraine  Day 

R — Sept.  7 

g Action  Drama 

Kit  Carson  (97) 

Jon  Hall 

Lynn  Bari 

XOJ'HIOZ 

fxT|  Drama  047 

Four  Sons  (88) 

Don  Ameche 

Mary  Beth  Hughes 
R — June  8 
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[5~|  Com.  Drama  052 

Sailor’s  l.ady  (66) 
Nancy  Kelly 

Jon  Hall 

R— July  6 

[l^  Drama  046 

1 .Manhattan  Heart- 

! heat  (71) 

V.  Gilmore 

R.  Sterling  R-June  8 

Drama  050 

©Maryland  (91) 

Walter  Brennan 

Fay  Bainter 

Brenda  Joyce 

R— July  13 

[Y]  Drama  101 

The  Man  I Married 

Joan  Bennett  (77) 

Francis  Lederer 

R— July  20 

[9]  Com.  Drama  104 

Tlie  Girl  From  Ave- 

nue A (73) 

Jane  Withers 

Kent  Taylor 

R — Aug.  10 

Melodrama  103 

©Return  of  Frank 

James  (92) 

Henry  Fonda 

Gene  Tierney 

R— Aug.  17  ; 

g Drama  106 

Pier  13  (66) 

Lynn  Bari 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Aug.  17 

g Comedy  109 

Young  People  (79) 

Shirley  Temple 

Jack  Oakie 

RKO  RADIO 

Western  084 

Prairie  1.4i\v  (60) 
'Jeorge  O’Brien 

R — June  8 

1^]  Com.  Drama  034 
I’op  -Always  Pays 

(67) 

Leon  Errol 

1: — June  22 
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[5~|  Drama  030 

Dr.  Christian  Meets 

the  Women  (68) 
Jean  Hersholt 

R — June  29 

[l^  Com.  Drama  039 
Cross  Country 

Romance  (68) 

Gene  Raymond 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — June  29 

Drama  02fl 

Tom  Brown’s  Schoc»l 

Days  (82) 

Ijames  Lydon 

Fred.  Bartholomew 

Cedric  Hardwicke 

R — June  29 

Western  085 

Stage  to  Chino  (59) 
G. O’Brien  R-Aug.  24 

Com.  Drama  037 

Millionaires  in 

Prison  (63) 

L.  Tracy  R-June  29 

[y|  Drama  061 

©Queen  of  Destiny 

(95)  R-Nov.26.  ’38 

as  "60  Glorious 

Years” 

|~9~|  Melodrama  042 

One  Crowded  Niglit 

t67)  R— Aug.  3 

Billie  Seward 

William  Haade 

[x^  Drama  041 

Stranger  on  the 

Third  Floor  (..) 

R — Sept.  7 1 

1 

[l6|  Propaganda  171 

Ramparts  We  Watcli 

(87)  R — July  27 

g Drama  043 

Wildcat  Bus  (63) 

F.  Wray  R-Aug.  24 

g Comedy  046 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance 

(87)  R— Aug.  31 

g Drama  038 

REPUBLIC  1 

[l^  Act’n  Drama  907 
tWtgoiis  Westward 
(70)  R — June  29 

Chester  Morris 

Anita  Louise 
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1^  Western  992 

One  .Man’s  l>ii\v  (57) 

I >on  "Red”  Barry 
Janet  Waldo 

R — July  13 

[l^  Drama  903 

Three  Faces  IVest 
(81)  R — June  22 
John  Wayne 

Sigrid  Gurie 

Comedy  909 

Scatterbrain  (72) 
Judy  Canova 

R— July  13 
iX^  Western  94J 

Carolina  Moon  (65) 
G.  Autry  R — July  20 

g Drama  904 

Girl  from  (^iod’s  Co’n- 
try  (71)  R — Jul  27 
|30|  Western  930 

Ranger  and  the 
Lady  (59) 

R.  Rogers  R-July  27 

[x^  Musical  910 

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty 
Hot  (70) 

Johnny  Downs 

Ruth  Terry 

R — Aug.  3 

|l^  We.stern  071 

Tulsa  Kid  (57) 

Don  ’'Red"  Barry 

R — Aug.  3 

Western  069 

Okla.  Renegades 

(57)  R— Sept.  14 

Comedy  924 

PARAMOUNT 

[l^  Drama  3937 

Safari  (81) 

Doug.  Fairbanks  jr 

Madeleine  Carroll 

R — June  1 

Mrs.  Com.  3938 
Ghost  Breakers  (85) 

Bob  Hope 

Paulette  Goddard 

R — June  15 

HH  Drama  3939 

()ueen  of  the  Moli 

(61)  R — June  29 
Ralph  Bellamy 
Blanche  Yurka 

Jean  Cagney 

'[~5~|  Drama  3940 

Way  of  All  Flesh 

(86)  R — June  1 

Akim  Tamlroff 

Gladys  George 

|l^  Western  3959 

stageeoacli  M'ar 

(63)  R — July  6 

Bill  Boyd 

Russell  tlayden 

Drama  3941 

©Cntamed  (S3) 

Ray  Milland 

Patricia  Morison 

R — June  29 

[Y|  Melodrama  3942 

Golden  Gloves  (69) 

Richard  Denning 

Jean  Cagney 

R — Aug.  3 

p9~|  Melodrama  3943 

Mystery  Sea  Raider 

(75)  R — Aug.  10 
Henry  Wilcoxon 
Carole  Landis 

[l^  Cornery  3944 

Coinin’  Round  the 
Mountain  (G2) 

Bob  Burns 

Una  Merkel 

R— Aug.  17 

Com.  Drama  3945 

The  Great  MctJinty 
(82) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Muriel  Angelus 

R — July  27 

MONOGRAM 

[ix]  Com.  Drama  3915 
On  the  Spot  (62) 
Frankie  Darro 

R — June  8 

[is]  Western  39(!(l 

Wild  Horse  Range 
(51) 

Jack  Randall 

R — June  22 

M’drama  3927 
Last  Alarm  (61) 

Polly  Ann  Young 
Warren  Hull 

R— July  13 

|~3]  Western  3956 

The  Golden  Trail 

(52) 

Te.\  Ritter 

R — July  13 

Mystery  3910 

Haunted  House  (70) 

R — Aug.  3 

Melodrama  4030 
Ho.vs  of  tlie  City 

East  Side  Kids  (63) 

R— Aug.  31 

g Melodrama  4034 

Orphans  of  the 

North  (57) 

|2^  ’Western  3957 

Kainljow  Over  tlie 

Range  (59) 

T.  Ritter  R-Aug.  10 

[5]  Melodrama  3908 

Doomed  to  Die  (67) 

Boris  Karloff 

R — Aug.  10 

p[^  Mys.  Drama  3913 

Laughing  at  Danger 

(62)  R— Aug.  10 

Western  3958 
.-Vrizona  Frontier 
(55)  R— Sept.  14 

[x^  Melodrama  393fl' 

Missing  People  (69) 

Western 

Range  Busters 

No.  1 (55) 

R — Sept.  14 

[26|  Melodrama  3903 

Queen  of  the  Yukon 

(63) 

Charles  Bickford 
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^ Musical  31 

New  Mocm  (100) 
Jeanette  MacDonald 
Nelson  Eddy 

R — June  22 

[s]  Comedy  43 

Andy  Har<ly  Meets 
Debutante  (89) 

Mickey  Rooney 

R— July  6 

Drama  44 

Sporting  Blood 

(82) 

Robert  Young 
Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R — July  13 

Com.  Drama  45 

We  MHio  Are  Young 

(79) 

Lana  Turner 

John  Shelton 

R— July  20 

Com.  Drama  47 

Gold  Rush  Maisie 

(82) 

Ann  Sothern 

Lee  Bowman 

R — Aug.  3 

|~^  Costume  Com.  46 

‘ride  and  Prejudice 
(118)  R— July  20 

Greer  Garson 
r>aiirence  Olivier 

[y|  Com.  Drama  50 

I Love  You  .Again 
(99) 

William  Powell 
Myrna  Loy 

R— Aug.  17 

[x^  Comedy  49 

(iolden  Fleecing  (68) 
Lew  Ayres 

Rita  Johnson 

R — Aug.  24 

[30|  Drama  48 

Boom  Town  (119) 
Clark  Gable 

Silencer  Tracy 
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Drama  1037 

(iirN  of  the  Hoad 

(61) 

Ann  Dvorak 

Lola  Lane 
ly — June  29 

g M^estern  1214 

Return  of  Mild  Rill 
(57)  R— July  13 

[30|  Comedy  1031 

Out  West  M'ith  the 
Peppers  (61) 

R— July  13 

[l|l  Drama  1038 

M.litary  Academy 

(66) 

T.  Kelly  R-July  13 
|2^  Adventure  IHO 

1 .Married  Adven- 

ture (78)  R-July  20 

g Comedy  1012 

Blondie  Has  Servant 

Trouble  (70) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R— July  27 

Drama  1008 

The  Ijidy  in  Ques- 

tion (81) 

Brian  Aherne 

Kita  Hayworth 

R^ — Aug.  10 

[l^  Melodrama  1039 
Tile  Secret  Seven 
(62)  R — Aug.  24 

Western  3301 
Hurangu  Kid  (65) 

R — Sept.  7 

[22]  Com.  Drama  1006 
He  Stayed  for 
Breakfast  (87) 
I.oretta  Young 

R— Aug.  13 
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Features  scheduled  for  release  beyond  dates  in  the  Booklne:  Chart 
are  listed  herein.  Running:  time,  ns  furnished  by  home  office  ol 
distributor,  follows  title.  As  local  conditions  such  as  censorship 
subject  this  to  change,  checkup  with  exchanffe  is  recommended. 


Prod.  No.  Title 


Stars 


Released  Reviewed 


Dn  ike  Maklna 


COLUMBIA 


.Across  the  Sierra  (..) Bill  Elliott,  Euana  Walters Feb.  13,  *41 

.Arizona  (..)  Jean  Arthur,  William  Holden  

.Blondie  Goes  lyatin  (..) Penny  Singrleton 

.Great  Plane  Robbery  (..) Jack  Holt,  Yield  I.^ster 

Phantom  Submarine  ,The  Anita  Louise  

. Pinto  Rid,  The  ( . . ) Charles  Starrett  Jan.  9,  *41 


M-G-M 


Dr,  Ivildare’s  Crisis  (..) Lew  Ayres,  Lionel  Barrymore.. 

Go  West  iMarx  Brothers,  l^ynne  Carver . . 

Philadelphia  Story  (..)  .Katharine  Hepburn,  Cary  Grant 


MONOGRAM 


Her  Father’s  Daugrhter  Edith  Fellows,  Wilbur  Evans Deo.  22 

Fnder  Texas  Stars  ( . . ) Tex  Ritter  Dee.  29 

You're  Out  of  Euok  ( . . ) Frankie  Darro  Jan.  5,  ’41 


PARAMOUNT 

Aldrieh  Family  in  Life  With 

Henry  (..)  Jackie  Cooper,  Hedda  nox)per 

Date  With  Destiny,  A Basil  Kathbone.  Ellen  Drew 

......  Doomed  Caravan  (..).. William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden 

I Wanted  Wingrs  (..) Ray  Milland,  William  Holden 

l.ove  I'liy  Neig^hbor  (..) Jack  Benny,  Fred  Allen,  Mary  Martin 

See<»nd  Cborus  (..) Fred  Astaire,  Paulette  Goddard 

^Southerner,  The  (..) Madeleine  Carroll,  Fred  MacMurray.  . 

Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again  (.,)John  Howard,  Ellen  Drew 

1270  . . A’iotory  ( . . ) Fredric  IMareh,  Betty  Field  

You’re  the  One  (..) Bonnie  Baker,  Orrin  Tucker 


REPUBLIC 

.Barnyard  Follies  (..) Mary  Fee,  Rufe  Davis Dec.  19 

Flasrpole  Needs  a Flagr,  ( . . ) . Llo.vd  Nolan,  Doris  Davenport 

■ Tone  Star  Raider  (..) Three  Mesquiteers  


Jan.  31,  ’41 
Jan.  17,  ’41 
Jan.  24,  ’41 
Feb.  21,  ’41 
Dee.  27 
Jan.  10,  *41 
Feh.  14,  ’41 
Dee.  13 
Jan.  .3,  ’41 
Feh.  7,  '41 


RKO  RADIO 


. .Citizen  Kane  (•  ■) .Orson  Welles  Jan.  3,  ’41 

112  .Kitty  Foyle  Ginger  Rogers  , 

I.ee  Marcus  Production.. (title  later)  Dee.  20 

Eet’s  Make  Music  (..) Bob  Crosby,  Elisabeth  Risdon..  Dec.  13 

No,  No,  Nanette  ..Anna  Neagle  Dec.  27 

Play  Girl  < . . ) Kay  Francis,  James  Ellison 


20TH-FOX 


112..  Bride  AVore  Crutches  (55) ....  Lynne  Roberts,  Ted  North...... 

123.. <2^Chad  Hanna  (..) Henry  Fonda,  Dorothy  Lamour Dec,  27 

Corncob  Kelly’s  Benefit  Eugene  Pallette,  Rita  Quigley 

Golden  Hoofs  (..) Jane  AYithers,  Charles  (Buddy)  Rogers.  

115 ..  Hudson’s  Bay  (..) Paul  Muni,  AMrginia  Field Jan.  3,  *41 

122..  Jennie  (..)  William  Henry,  Dorris  Bowdon Dee.  20 

121.. 31.rder  Over  New  York  ((55) ..  Sidney  Toler,  Marjorie  AAT^aver Dec.  13 


Jul.v  27 


UNITED  ARTISTS 


• Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop  (..)..  Martha  Scott,  William  Gargan 

Flotsam  ( . . ) Fredric  Mareli,  Margaret  Sidlavan 

• Great  Dictator,  The  (129) ....  Charles  Chaplin,  Paulette  Goddard Oct.  2(J 

Road  .Sliow  (..) Adolphe  Menjou,  Carole  Eandis 


UNIVERSAL 


..Dark  Street  of  Cairo  (..) Sigrid  Giirie  Dee.  20 

. .Green  Hornet  Strikes  Again  AVarren  Hull  Dec.  24 

_.Invisihle  AA'oman  (..) John  Barrymore,  A'irginia  Bruce Dee.  13 

. . Trail  of  the  A'igilantes  (..)...  Franchot  Tone,  Peggy  Moran Dec.  27 


WARNER  BROS. 


Four  Mothers  (..).. 

High  Sierra  (..) 

Honeymoon  for  Tliree 
Meet  John  Doe  ( . . ) . 
Santa  Fe  Trail  (..). 


Lane  Sisters  

Humphre.v  Bogart,  Ida  Lupino.  . 

(..).,..  George  Brent,  Ann  Sheridan.... 

Gary  Cooper,  Barbara  Stanwyck. 

Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  de  Havilland 


COLUMBIA 

Penny  Serenade — Cary  Grant,  Irene  Dunne.  Pro- 
ducer-Director: George  Stevens.  Screenplay:  Mor- 
rie  Ryskind.  (Starting) 

(Comedy  concerning  the  turbulent  domestic  life 
of  an  erratic  newspaperman  and  his  young  wife). 

Aero.ss  the  Sierra. — Bill  Elliott,  Luana  Walters, 
Dub  Taylor,  Mary  Gordon.  Director:  D.  Ross 
Lederman.  Producer:  Leon  Barsha.  (Starting) 
(Western  melodrama). 

METRO 

Bad  Man,  The — Wallace  Beery.  Director:  Richard 
Thorpe.  Producer:  J.  Walter  Ruben.  (Starting) 
(Comedy-drama  based  on  a play  in  which  Hol- 
brook Blinn  created  the  character  of  the  lov- 
able Mexican  bandit). 

Dr.  Ephraim  AIcDowell — Spencer  Tracy,  Ruth  Hus- 
sey. Director:  Mervyn  LeRoy.  Producer:  Gott- 
fried Reinhardt.  (Starting) 

(Biography  of  the  pioneer  American  surgeon 
who  was  persecuted  and  driven  from  society,  but 
who  persisted  in  his  scientific  studies  until  he 
performed  the  first  successful  abdominal  opera- 
tion in  history). 

Mai.sie  AA'as  a Lady — Ann  Sothern,  Maureen  O’Sul- 
livan. Director:  Edward  L.  Marin.  Producer:  J. 
AValter  Ruben.  (Starting) 

(Latest  in  the  series  of  comedy-dramas  featur- 
ing Ann  Sothern  as  the  stranded  chorus  girl). 

Ziegfeld  Girl — Judy  Garland,  Hedy  Lamarr,  Tony 
Martin,  Lana  Turner.  Director:  Robert  Z.  Leon- 
ard. Producer:  Pandro  S.  Berman.  Original 
Screenplay:  William  Anthony  McGuire. 

(Starting) 

(Musical  extravaganza). 

PARAMOUNT 

New  Y’ork  Town — Mary  Martin,  Fred  MacMurray. 
Director:  Charles  Vidor.  Producer:  Anthony  Veil- 
ler.  Original  Screenplay:  Jo  Swelling.  (Starting) 
(Domestic  comedy). 

RKO  RADIO 

Citizen  Kane — Or.son  Welles,  Dorothy  Comingore, 
Ruth  Warrick,  Joseph  Gotten.  Producer-Direc- 
tor: Orson  Welles.  Original:  Orson  Welles. 

(Completed) 

3Ir.  and  Mrs.  Smith — Robert  Montgomery,  Carole 
Lombard.  Gene  Raymond,  Jack  Carson,  William 
Tracy.  Director:  Alfred  Hitchcock.  Producer: 
Harry  Edington.  Original  Screenplay:  Norman 
Krasna. 

REPUBLIC 

Flagpole  Needs  a Flag,  A — Lloyd  Nolan,  Doris 
Davenport,  Robert  Armstrong,  Frank  Albertson. 
Director:  Joseph  Santley.  Producer:  Robert 

North.  (Starting) 

(Drama  wMth  a newspaper  background). 

Texas  Tem»r — Don  Barry,  Julie  Duncan,  Ann 
Pennington,  A1  St.  John,  Arthur  Loft.  Producer- 
Director;  George  Sherman.  (Completed) 

20TH  CENTURY-FOX 

Chad  Hanna — Henry  Fonda,  Linda  Darnell.  Doro- 
thy Lamour.  Guy  Kibbee,  John  Carradine,  Jane 
Darwell.  Roscoe  Ates.  Director:  Henry  King. 
Producer:  Nunnally  Johnson.  Original:  Walter 
D.  Edmonds.  (Completed) 

Outlaw,  The — Director:  Howard  Hawks.  Producer: 
Howard  Hughes.  (Starting) 

(Western  drama  with  Billy  the  Kid  as  the  cen- 
tral character). 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

Topper  Returns — Roland  Young.  Joan  Blondell, 
Billie  Burke.  Joan  Bennett,  H.  B.  Warner.  Di- 
rector: Roy  Del  Ruth.  Producer:  Hal  Roach. 
Original:  Thorne  Smith.  (Starting) 

(Comedy-fantasy,  continuing  the  adventures  of 
Thorne  Smith’s  famous  “Topper”  in  his  deal- 
ings with  the  spirit  world). 

UNIVERSAL 

Back  Street — Margaret  Sullavan,  Charles  Boyer, 
Frank  Jenks,  Richard  Carlson,  Frank  McHugh. 
Director:  Robert  Stevenson.  Producer:  Bruce 
Manning.  Original:  Fannie  Hurst.  Screenplay: 
Bruce  Manning,  Felix  Jackson.  (Starting) 

(Remake  of  an  early  talker,  a romantic  drama 
from  the  popular  Fannie  Hurst  novel). 

San  Franeiseo  Docks — Burgess  Meredith,  Irene 
Hervej',  Esther  Ralston,  Robert  Armstrong, 
Raymond  Walburn,  Barry  Fitzgerald.  Director: 
Arthur  Lubin.  Producer:  Marshall  Grant.  Origi- 
nal Screenplay:  Edmund  L.  Hartmann,  Stanley 
Rubin.  (Completed) 

WARNER-FN 

Lady  With  Red  Hair,  The — Miriam  Hopkins, 
Claude  Rains.  Richard  Ainley,  Laura  Hope 
Crews,  Helen  Westley.  Director:  Kurt  Bern- 
hardt. Producer:  Edmund  Grainger.  Original: 
Mrs.  Leslie  Carter.  Screenplay:  Milton  Krims, 
Charles  Kenyon.  (Completed) 
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AN  INTERPRETATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  OPINIONS  DEDUCED  FROM 
THE  LANGUAGE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  PAPER  REVIEWS. 


?^evtew 


The  plus  and  minus  sisrns  indicate  the  decree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Where  our  compiler  is  unable  to  form 
any  opinion  from  the  review  tlie  sicn  “o”  is  used.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review.  This  department  serves  also  as  an 
Al|)hnl>etical  Index  to  feature  releases.  Listings  cover  reviews  appearing  l)y  the  Saturday  preceding  date  of  this  issue. 
It  will  he  lirought  up  to  date  from  week  to  week.  The  meaning  of  tlie  various  signs  and  t leir  combinations  is  as  follows: 


% 


++ Very  Good;  + Good;  — Fair;  -i- Mediocre;  — Poor;  — Very  Poor 

In  the  summary  4f  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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November  2,  1940 


Numeral  is  production  number.  Running:  time  follows  title.  First  date  is  national 
release,  second  the  date  of  review  in  BOXOFFICE;  both  1940  unless  otherwise 
specified.  The  symbol  between  the  dates  is  rating-  from  the  BOXOFFICE  review: 
■fl  Very  good,  -f-  Good,  ±:  Fair,  zf.  Mediocre,  — Poor,  z=  Very  Poor.  4^  Indicates  short 
of  the  week.  0 Indicates  Technicolor. 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Kat- 
Date  ing:  Kev'd 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Kat- 
Date  ingr  Key’d 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Kat- 
Date  ingr  Key’d 


Columbia 


1435.. Boobs  in  the  Woods  (17).. 
1438.  .Fireman  Save  My  Choo- 

!>-31 

= 

7-22 

Choo  (18)  

8-  9 

+ 

8-31 

1437.. His  Bridal  Fright  (16)... 

7-12 

1432..  Money  Squawks  (17) 

1431..  Pardon  My  Berth  Marks 

4-  5 

(18)  

3-22 

-h 

3-16 

2421.  .Pleased  to  Mitt  You  (18).. 

9-  6 

1421.. Skinny  the  Moodier  (lO'/S) 

9-  8 

1434.. South  of  the  Boudoir  (18). 

5-17 

-4- 

6-15 

2422.. Spook  Speaks,  The  (18)... 

9-20 

+ 

10-19 

143(>.  .Taming:  of  the  Snood  (16). 
9437 ..  Trouble  Finds  Andy 

6-28 

Clyde  (18)  

7-28 

1433.. You’re  Next  (17) 

4-  5 

± 

7-22 

CINESCOPES 

2972 . .Floating  Elephants  (9)... 

10-  4 

+ 

10-19 

2971.. Hobby  Lobby  (11) 

2972.  .Industrial  Green  Island 

8-30 

+ 

9-21 

(19)  

9-20 

1975.. Odd  Vacations  (8^/^) 

6-16 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 

(In  Technicolor) 

1510.. Egg  Hunt,  The  (7(4) 

1509.  .Greyhound  and  the  Rabbit 

5-31 

6-15 

The  (73/2)  

4-19 

+ 

4-27 

2502.. 0iMr.  Elephant  Goes  to 

Town  (7(4)  

10-  4 

2501 .. Tangled  Television  (7(4).. 

8-30 

10-19 

1512.. Timid  Pup,  The  (8) 

8-  1 

-4- 

8-31 

1511.. Ye  Okie  Swap  Shoppe  (7(4) 

6-28 

2551. 

1558. 

26.53. 

1557. 

2552. 


8-16 

6-14 

9-27 

5-17 

9-13 


+ 


COKITIMBIA  TOUKS 
.Hi.storic  Virginia  (Andre  de 
la  Varre  Productions) 

(11)  

. In  the  l.and  of  Pagodas 

(9)  

.Old  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (10)  

.Pleasure  bound  in  Canada 

(9)  

.Savoy  in  the  Alps  (La 

Varre  Production)  (10) 

COMMUNITY  SING 

16.56..  No.  6 (Medley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28 

FABLIOS  CAKTOONS 

1754.  .Barnyard  Babies  (7i/i)....  6-14 
2751.  .Farmer  Tom  Thumb  (6)..  9-13 

1755.  .I'ooch  Parade  (6) 7-19 

1753.  . Practice  Makes  Perfect 

(C)  4-5 

PHANTASIES  CAKTOONS 

1705..  Fish  Follies  (6) 5-10 

1706..  News  Oddities  (6) 7-19 

1756..  Peep  in  the  Deep,  A (6i/i)  8-23 

1707..  5.hool  Boy  Dreams  (7)...  8-30 

SCKEEN  SNAPSHOTS 
(.Series  19) 

1856..  No.  6 (10) 

Hollywood  Kecreations, 

1857..  No.  7 (10) 

Wardrobe  Designers. 

1858..  No.  8 (10) 

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

1859.  .No.  9 (10) 7-10 

Ken  Murray. 

1860..  No.  10  (9) 

Jack  Oakie. 

.SPOKT  KEELS 

1809..  Canvas  Capers  (11) 

2801..  Master  of  Cue  With  Willie 

Hoppe  (10)  9-20 

1808 . ..Saving  Strokes  W’ith  Sam 
Snead  (10)  

1807.. 51.ort  of  Kings  (10) 

1806.  .Tomorrow’s  Stars  (10)... 

THKEE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
1406.  .A  ’Plumbing  We  Will  Go 

(18)  4-19 

2401..  From  Nurse  to  Worse  (17)  8-23 

1408..  How  High  Is  Up  (16) 7-16 

1407..  Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14 

20TH  ANNIVEKSAKY  SNAPSHOTS 

2851..  No.  1 (10) 9-6 

2862..  No.  2 (10) 10-18 

WASHINGTON  PAKADE 
Series  2 

1904..  No.  4 (Social  .Security) 

(10)  

1905..  No.  5 (The  Archives)  (11) 

1906..  No.  6 (Our  Nat’l  Defense) 

(10)  

Merles  ^ 

2901..  No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10)... 


7-19 


6-28 

5-24 

4-19 


6-10 
7-  4 


. 8-30 
.10-  4 


10-19 

4-27 


8-31 

10-19 


3-29  ± 3-16 

6-3  


6-  7 


8-10  ± 8-31 


-(-  10-19 


+ 


+ 


7-  6 
4-27 


8-31 
8-  3 


6-16 
8-  3 


Metro-Goldwyn-M  ayer 


CKIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

P-  5.  .Bu.vers  Beware  (20) 8-17 

P-201.. ^Eyes  of  the  Navy  (20).  10-26 

P-  6.. Soak  the  Old  (20) 8-24 

P-815.. Think  First  (21) 9-  9 

P-  4.. Women  in  Hiding  (22)....  6-22 


9-  7 
10-26 
9-28 

7-6 


FITZPATKICK  TKAVELTALKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

T-211.  .Capitol  City,  The — Wash- 

T-212 . 

T-61 . . 

T-213. 

T-60. . 

T-02 . . 

M-79. 

M-G-M  CAKTOONS 
(New  Series) 
(Technicolor) 

W-  90.. Bookworm  Turns,  The 

(8)  

IV-  85.. Home  on  the  Kange  (9) 

W-  89.. Milky  Way,  The  (8) 

W-  92..Pai>a  Gets  the  Bird  (8).. 

W-  26. 

W-  91. 

W-  87. 

W-  88. 


.19-6..  (11)  6-28 

JO-1.  . (11)  9-6 

GKANTLAND  KICE  SPOKT- 


-f-  10-  6 


ington,  D.  C.  (9) 

. 9-  7 

ft- 

9-  7 

IJGHTS 

.Cavalcade  of  San  Fran- 

R9-10.  .Blue  Streak  (10) 

. 4-19 

5-  4 

cisco  (9)  

. 9-28 

9-28 

RO-  1.. Diving:  Demons  (10) 

. 9-  6 

•H- 

10-  6 

Modern  >}ew  Orleans  (8)  . 

. .5-11 

6-22 

RO-  2.. Sporting-  Fjverg:Iades,  The 

.Old  New  Mexico  (..).. 

.10-26 

(10)  

.10-  4 

Sitka  and  Juneau  (9) . . . . 

. 4-13 

4-27 

R9-13..Sink  or  Swim  (10) 

. 7-12 

Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9)  , . . 

. 6-  8 

6-  8 

R9-  9.. Two  of  a Kind  (10) 

. 3-22 

3-23 

MINIATURES 

STONE  AGE  CAKTOONS 

Servants  of  Mankind  (9). 

. 5-11 

+ 

6-  8 

B9-  5.  .Foul  Ball  Player,  The 

. Koiiieo  in  Khythm  (8).. 


7-20 

+ 

8-31 

B9-10 

3-23 

+ 

3-30 

6-22 

+ 

7-  6 

B9-  6 

9-  7 
4-20 

-t- 

9-28 

B9-  4 

8-10 

5-18 

9-  7 

B9-  8 

6-  8 
DAY 

B9-12 

Keleased  Twice  Weekly 
OUK  GANG  COMEDIES 

C-136..AI1  About  Hash  (11) 3-30 

C-138.  .Bubbling  Troubles  (11)...  5-25 

C-291..Good  Bad  Boys  (11) 9-  7 

C-293..Goin’  Fishin’  (10) 10-26 

('-137.. New  Pupil,  The  (11) 4-27 

C-292.  .Waldo’s  Last  Stand  (11)..  10-  5 
PASSING  PAKADE 
(New  Series) 

K-126.  .Baron  and  the  Kose,  The 

(11)  

K-123.  .Hidden  Master,  The  (11) 

(Sepia)  4-20 

K-124..Wa.v  in  the  Wilderness, 

A (10)  (Sepia) 6-22 

K-122..XXX  Medico  (10)  (Sepia)  3-23 
PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 
S-110..Cat  College  (9)  (Sepia)..  6-29 
S-107 . . Doniineering  Male,  The 

(10)  

S-113.  .FootbaU  Thrills  of  1939  (10)  9-21 

S-112.  .I’lea.se  Answer  (9) 

S-261 . . Quieker’n  a VV^inlc  (Sepia) 

(9)  10-12 

S-108.  .Spots  Before  Your  Eyes 

(10)  

S-109.  .What’s  Your  1.  ().’/  No.  2 

(9)  

SPECIAL 

X-151 . . ^@Flag  Speaks.  The  (19)  6-14 

Paramount 

ANIMATED  AN’l'lCS 


+ 


6-  8 
7-  6 
9-  7 


rn  4-27 


HO-1.. Dandy  IJon,  The  (7) 

9-20 

H- 

10-  5 

COLOR  CLASSICS 

(In  Technicolor) 

C9-4..Kick  in  Time,  A (7) 

6-17 

H- 

5-18 

C9-5.  .Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7)... 
C’9-6.  .You  Can’t  Shoe  a Horse- 

7-19 

+ 

8-31 

«y  (7)  

8-23 

+ 

8-24 

COLOR  CRUISES 

K9-7. 
A9-  9. 
A9-  8. 


+ 

+ 

+ 


(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

.Pacific  Paradise  (10) 6-21 

HEADLINEK 
.Blue  Barron  and  His 

Orchestra  (10)  6-31 

.Have  You  Met  Y’vette  10)  4-26 
Paul  Baron  and  Orch. 

Listen  to  Larry  (10) 

AO-  1 . . ^Moments  of  Charm  of 

1941  (11)  9-13  ^ 

A9-10.  .Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch. 

(11)  7-19  -I- 

PAKAMOUNT  NEWS 
Keleased  Twice  Weekly. 

P.VKAGKAPHICS 

V9-  9.  .Dangerous  Dollars  (11)...  6-28 
VO-  1.. Nature’s  Nursery  (10) ...  .10-11  qz 
V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

No.  2 (11) 9-  9 ± 

V9-  8.  .igiTele vision  Preview  (10).  5-17 

(I.anny  Ross-Ted  Husing) 
POPEYE  CAKTOONS 
E9-10.  .Doing  Impossikible  Stunts 

(7)  8-2  -I- 

E9-  9.  .Fightin’  Pals  (8) 7-12  f(- 

E8-ll..It’8  the  Natural  Thing  to 

Do  (7)  7-28  ± 

E9-  5.  .Me  Feelings  Is  Hurt  (7).  4-12  rp 

EO-  2.. My  Pop,  My  Pop  (7) 10-18  ip 

E8-  8.  .Nurse  Mates  (7)  6-21 

E9-  6.  .Onion  Pacific  (7) 5-24 

EO-  1 . . Popeye  Meets  Vl’illiami. 

Tell  (7)  9-20 

E9- 12.  .Puttin’  on  the  Act  (7)...  8-.30 
E9-  4..Stealin’  Ain’t  Honest  (7) 

E9-11.  .Wimmin’  Hadn’t  Oughta 

Drive  (7)  

POPUI>AR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

J9-5..(10)  


-H- 


6-22 
5-  4 

10-26 

10-  6 

8-31 


10-26 


8-24 

6-18 


8-17 

8-17 

8-26 
6-  4 
10-26 


(7)  5-24  ± 6-22 

B9-  9..FulIa  Bluff  Man,  The  (7).  8-  9 ± 8 24 

B9-  3.  . Granite  Hotel  (7) 4-26  ± 5-18 

B9-11 . .Pedagogical  Institution  (7)  9-13,  .... 

.Springtime  in  the  Kock- 

ago  (7)  8-,30  

.Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 6-14  

.lVa.v  Back  When  a Night 

Club  Was  a Stick  (7)...  5-16  .... 

.Wa.v  Back  When  a Itazz- 

berry  Was  a Fruit  (7)  . . 7-26  + 8-17 

.Way  Back  VV'hen  Women 

Had  Their  Weigh  (7)...  9-27  

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Coior) 


1.9-4. 

.No. 

4 

(10) 

3-29 

5-  4 

I49-5. 

• No. 

5 

(10) 

5-31 

5-18 

1.9-6. 

.No. 

6 

(11) 

8-  2 

II 

8-17 

LO-1. 

.No. 

1 

(11) 

9-  7 

+ 

10-  5 

. 9-  7 

n- 

9-28 

04,105. 

. 4-20 

+ 

4-27 

04,107. 

04,103. 

. 6-22 

+ 

7-  6 

04,109. 
04,114 . 

I 3-23 
[.TIES 

+ 

4-27 

04,113. 

. 6-29 

04,106. 

. .3-30 

If 

3-30 

04,112. 

9-21 

If 

9-28 

. 8-24 

If 

9-  7 

04,110. 

10-12 

01,108. 

04,104. 

. 5-  4 

+ 

6-  8 

04,111. 

. 6-10 

7-  6 

03,404 . 
13,401. 

> 6-14 

If 

5-  4 

03,405. 
204,402 . 

RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CAKTOONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

.Big  Hearted  Pluto  (..)...  1-24 

.Billposters  (8) 5-17 

.Bone  Trouble  (9) 6-28 

.Donald’s  Dog  Laundry  (8)  5-  5 
.Donald’s  Vacation  (8)...  8-  9 

.Fire  Chief  (..) 11-22 

.Gone  With  the  Whirlwind 

(.  .)  11-  1 

.Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8)..  6-  7 
.Mr.  Mouse  Takes  a Trip 

(8)  10-11 

.Pantry  Pirate  (..) 

.Pluto’s  Dream  House  (8) 

.Put-Put  Trouble  (7) 

.Tugboat  Micke.v  (7) 

.Window  Cleaners  (8) . . . . 


.’Taint  Legal  (16) 6-24 

.Trailer  Tragedy  (17) 10-18 

LEON  EKKOL  COMEDIES 
03.704.  .Bested  by  a Beard  (20)  ...  7-26 

1.3,701.. He  Asked  for  It  (18) 9-27 

13,702.  .Tattle  Talevision  (19) 11-29 

MARCH  OF  TIME 


-1-  5-25 


03.109. 

03.110. 

03.111. 

03.112. 

03.113. 

13.101. 

13.102. 


0.3,205. 


PATHE  NEH’S 
(Keleased  Twice  Weekly) 
RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 
Goodness,  a Ghost  (16)  ...  7-5 
Marriage-Go-Kound  (18)  . . 7-28 
PATHE  SPOKTSCOPE 

Arrow  Points  (8) 7-  5 

Court  Favorites  (8) 5-12 

Flycasting  (9)  5-15 

OHurdie  Hoppers 


04,312 
04,309 
04,308 
04,311 

14,302.  .Kentucky  Royalty  (9).. 


(9). 


6-  7 
9-27 


5-24 

+ 

^22 

14,301 

04,310, 

9-20 

n 

10-  5 

04,611 . 

8-.30 

+ 

8-24 

04,313 

3-22 

-H 

5-  4 

14,401 

8-16 

+ 

8-24 

14,402 

6-  3 

+ 

6-  4 

13,501 . 

.Ouail  Quest  (9) 8-30 


5-10  -f- 


. Silent  IVings  (9) 

.Streamlined  (9)  6-21 

.Trouble  Shooter  (9) 8-  2 

PICTURE  PEOPLE 
.No.  1 (10) 

.No.  2 (9) 10-11 

RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

.Bar  Buckaroos  (16) 11-  8 


9-13  ± 


5-25 

8-10 


1-  3 

8-30 

+ 

9-21 

7-19 

4-26 

-f- 

5-25 

9-20 

H 

10-26 

EDIES 

5-  3 

9-  6 

rt 

9-21 

qi  9-21 


4-12  ± 


.No.  9 (19) 

America’s  Youth — 1940. 

No.  10  (19) 6-10  -1- 

The  Philippines. 

.No.  11  (18) 6-  7 -f 

The  U.  S.  Navy. 

.No.  12  (17) 8-2-1- 

Spoils  of  Conquest. 

.yNo.  13  (20) 8-24  f|- 

Gateways  to  Panama, 

.No.  1 (19) 9-13  II 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 

.No.  2 (18) 10-  4 + 

Britain’s  K.  A.  F. 

13,103.. No.  3 (19) ± 

Mexico,  Good  Neighbor’s 
Dilemma. 

PATHE  INFORMATION  PLEASE 


4-20 

6-18 

6-22 

8-10 

8- 31 

9- 21 
10-19 
10-26 


04,208. 

.No. 

8 

(10) 

3-22 

+ 

4-13 

04,209. 

.No. 

9 

(11) 

+ 

4-27 

04,210. 

.No. 

10 

(11) 

6-17 

II 

6-22 

04,211. 

.No. 

11 

(10) 

6-14 

-H 

6-15 

04,212. 

.0^0 

i.  12  (12) 

If 

7-13 

04,213. 

.No. 

13 

(11) 

+ 

8-10 

14.201 . 

.No. 

1 

(11) 

9-16 

-h 

9-21 

14,202 . 

.No. 

2 

(10) 

10-  4 

+ 

10-26 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


9-21 

4-27 

4-13 

10-26 

9-21 

6-22 

9-21 

9-21 

10-26 
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WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


Title 


Rel.  Rut- 
Date  ins:  Itev’d 


TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  22 
Movietone  News,  No.  13 
London  carries  on  despite  air  raids;  Italians 
in  Palestine  attack;  Earl  of  Athlone  visits 
president;  Dykstra  sworn  in;  Willkie  on  tour; 
McNary  makes  campaig-n  speech;  plane  crash; 
football. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  311 
Survey  damage  in  London;  Dykstra  takes 
conscription  post;  Willkie  in  midwest;  Earl  of 
Athlone  is  Hyde  Park  visitor;  football. 

Paramount  News,  No.  16 
Conscription  director  sworn  in;  National  Guard 
leaves  for  Alabama;  draft  board  directors  sworn 
in;  draft  objectors  await  trial;  serial  numbers 
posted;  predict  Democrat  victory;  Roosevelt  at 
Hyde  Park;  Willkie  on  tour;  football;  English 
children  here  speak  to  parents  in  England  over 
wireless. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  16 
Conscription  director  sworn  in;  troops  in  Aus- 
tralia; Jewish  community  in  Shanghai;  San  Fran- 
cisco shop  rents  tools;  children  talk  to  parents 
in  England  over  radio;  football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No,  921 
War  in  Africa;  Senator  Johnson  endorses  Will- 
kie; Willkie  in  Twin  Cities;  Earl  of  Athlone 
visits  Roosevelt;  swear  in  draft  director;  Sec- 
retary Knox  visits  naval  base;  football. 


Prod. 

No, 


Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


. . . 4-26 

-H- 

4-27 

. . . 8-16 

. . . 3-29 

2-24 

. . . 5-24 

6-15 

. . . 8-10 

8-10 

. . . 7-19 

03.504 ..  Corralling  a SSchoolmarm 

(20)  6-14  + 8-10 

03,503.  .Molly  Cores  a Cowboy  (19)  3-22  .... 

REELISMS 
CNew  Series) 

04. 609..  Air  Army  (9) 

04.61 3..  Hats  (9)  

04,608.  ..Siege  (10)  3-29 

04.610.  .Stray  Lamb  (8) 5-24 

04.611.  .Streamlined  (9)  ., 

04,613.  .Week  End  (9) 

20ih  Century-Fox 

AOMiMTL’KES  OF  A JfEWS  CA3IEKAMAN 
OiOl . . t'oiKjueriiig:  the  Colorado 

(11)  

1201 . . ^Midgret  Motor  Mania 

(10)  

0201.  .Saiicluarj  of  tile  .'seals  (9)  0-  7 
BELIEVE  IT  OK  NOT—] 

1001.  .Acquitted  by  the  Sea  (10) 


. 8-18 

-H- 

8-19 

■H- 

10-19 

) 6-  7 

-1- 

6-22 

RIPLEY 

9-27 

■OKTS 

■H- 

10-19 

. 7-19 

. 12-20 

+ 

10-19 

.10-11 

. 4-26 

+ 

6-  8 

. 8-10 

8-17 

+ 


6-21 


El)  THOKGEKSEN— SrOKTS 
0800.  .Action  on  Ice  (9)... 

1303.  .Bowling:  for  Strikes  (10).. 12-20 

1302..  Lure  of  tlie  Trout  (..; 

030.')..0ver  the  Seven  Seas  (10)..  4-20 
1301.  .©Vaeation  Time  in  Florida 

(8)  

FATHEK  IICBBAKD’S  ALASliAM 
AUVESTUKES 

0107 . .Cliinhiiig-  the  Spirit’s  Home 

(10)  5-10  H 

1101.  .Eskimo  Trails  (10) 8-  2 

1103..  1sle  of  Mystery  (10) 10-25 

FASHIONS 
tin  Technicolor) 

0003.  .Fashion  Forecasts  No.  7 

(8)  

0004.  Fashion  Forecasts  No.  8 

(8)  6-21 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Keleased  Twice  Weekly 
LEW  LEHK  AND  HIS  DKIBBLE  PUSS 
PARADE 

0404.  .Cheerio  My  Dears  (9)....  7-  5 

1401.  .Grunters  and  Groaners  (8).  8-30 

0403.. 1jabor  Savers  (9) 4-12 

1402.  .Tale  of  Butch  the  Parrot, 

'The  (..)  12-6 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 

1102.  .^Florida,  Land  of  Flowers 

(9)  9-13  ± 

101 8..  1sle  of  tile  East  (9) 5-24 

1104..  01d  Dominion  State  (..).  11-22 

TERRY-TOONS 
1551.  .<25Billy  Mouse’s  Akwakade 

(1)  8-9 

0559..  Catnip  Capers  (7) 5-31 

1501 . . Club  Life  in  the  Stone 

Ag:e  (7)  8-23 

1503.  .Happy  Haunting:  Grounds 


4-  8-17 


-I- 


-H- 


8-17 
6-  8 


8-17 

6-22 


(1) 


.10-18 


15.53..  How  Wet  Was  My  Ocean 

(1)  10-  4 

0511..  1.  Must  Be  Love  (7) 5-  5 

0558..  ©Just  a Little  Bull  (7)..  4-19 

0517..  Love  In  a Cottag:e  (7)....  7-28 

1554 ..  Landing:  of  the  Pilgrims 

(7)  

1552 . . Lucky  Duck,  The  ( 7 ) . 

1504.. Magric  Pencil,  The  (7)... 11-15 

0557..  Much  Ado  About  Nothing: 


10-19 


.11-  1 
. 9-  6 


(7) 


3-22  4- 


0514.  Professor  Offkeyski  (7)....  6-14  ±; 


3-30 
6-  8 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


1555..  ©Plane  Goofy  (7) 11-29 

0.545.  . liover's  Rescue  (7)........  0-28 

0516.  .Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 7-12 

0513 . . .sw  iss  Ski  Todelers  (7)....  6-17 

1505..  5.ow  Man,  The  (7) 12-13 

1502 ..  Touchdown  Demons  (7)...  9-20 
1556.  .©Teiiiperainental  Lion,  The 

(7)  12-27 


4-  6-8 
± 10-19 


Universal 

LANTZ  CARTIINES 
(Technicolor) 

5241.  .Crazyhouse  (7%)  9-23 

5243.  .Knock-Knock  (..) 11-25 

4208..  too  I'lgiiiies  and  And.v 

Panda  (7)  4-22 

.5242.  .Recruiting  Daze  (6) 10-28 

GOING  PLAGES  WITH 
GRAHAM  McNAMEE 

43.59..  No.  74  (9) 3-18 

4300..  No.  75  (9) 4-29 

4361..  No.  76  (9) 5-13 

4302..  No.  77  (9) 5-27 

4363..  No.  78  (9) 6-17 

4364..  No.  79  (9) 7-18 

4365..  No.  80  (91/2) 8-12 


5351..  No.  81 
5352.  .No.  82 

53.53..  No.  83 

53.54..  No.  84 
535.5 


(9). 
(9)  . 

(9). 

(■  •)• 


9-23 

.10-14 

.11-11 

.12-23 


.No.  85  ( . .) 1-22 

SPECIAL  TWO  KEELERS 


5372.  .No.  82  (9) 10-  7 

6373.  .No.  83  (8) 11-4 

5374.  .No.  84  (.  .) 12-  2 

5375.  .No.  85  ( . .) 1-1 

TWO  REEL  MCSICALS 

5221..  Class  in  Swing  (17) 9-11 

5223.  .Congainania  (17)  10-16 

Jose  Caiisino  Dancers, 

Eddie  Durant  & Orch. 

4228.. roIies  Parisienne  (18) 

Harry  Stafford-Leon  Belasco. 

4231 . .Hawaiian  Rhythm  (17)....  7-17 

Harry  Owens  and  His 
Royal  Hawaiians. 

4233.  .1  Dream  of  Jeanie  With  the 

Light  Brown  Hair  (17)  . 8-28 
4110.  .March  of  Freedom  (21).. 

4230.  .Naughty  Nineties  (18)... 

4229.  .Swingin’  in  the  Barn  (19) 

Texas  Jim  Lewis  and 
His  Band. 

4232.  .Varsity  Vanities  (17^4)...  8 

Six  Hits  and  a Miss, 

Martha  Tilton. 

DNIVERSAL  NEWS 
Keleased  Twice  AVeekly 


4-17  rt 


9-  6 
6-17 
6-15 


Vitaphone 


BROADAVAY  BREVITIES 
5107.  .Double  or  Nothing  (20)...  4-20 
6202  Ed  Sullivan’s  Hollywood 

(..)  11-16 


4-27 

4- 27 

5- 11 

6- 22 


-f  8-3 
— 9-21 


3-30 

8-17 

5110. 

.Swing  AA'ith  Bing  (19) 
stranger  THAN 

9-4 

FICTION 

8-  3 

4380. 

.No.  75  (9) 

4-27 

4381. 

.No.  76  (9) 

5-  6 

-1- 

5-11 

4382. 

.No.  77  (9) 

+ 

6-22 

4383. 

• No.  78  (9) 

6-10 

6-22 

4384. 

.No.  79  (9) 

+ 

7-27 

4385. 

.No.  80  (9) 

+ 

7-27 

5371. 

.No.  81  (9) 

+ 

9-21 

Prod. 

No. 


THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  24 

Movietone  News,  No.  14 

Roosevelt  and  Willkie  speeches;  Navy  Day; 
bombs  damage  St.  Paul’s  in  London;  factory 
carries  on  despite  bomb  damage;  American  fliers 
in  England;  Hindu  pilots;  Sir  Charles  Portal, 
RAF  chief,  instructs  flyers;  “It  Happens  On  Ice” 
scenes;  football. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  212 

Roosevelt-Willkie  speeches;  bombs  damage  St. 
Paul’s  in  London;  American  flyers  in  RAF;  “It 
Happens  on  Ice”  scenes;  Navy  Day;  football. 

Paramount  News,  No.  17 

Army  scout  cars  tested;  rodeo  in  Oklahoma 
prison;  preview  of  new  Christmas  toys;  bomb 
havoc  in  London;  salvage  operations;  church 
damaged;  new  RAF  commander;  football;  presi- 
dential campaigns. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  17 

Roosevelt-AVillkie  speeches;  Navy  Day;  Dondon 
landmarks  blasted;  “It  Happens  on  Ice"  scenes; 
football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  922 

Warshijis  in  spectacular  maneuvers  for  Navy 
Day;  Dondon  landmarks  scarred  by  bomb  frag- 
ments; Americans  fly  for  England;  Roosevelt 
campaigns;  Willkie  in  midwest;  rodeo  in  Okla- 
homa prison;  football. 


6201.. Just  a Cute  Kid  (20) 10-  5 

5108.  .Ihtblic  Jitterbug  No.  i (19)  5-  4 
4008.  .Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride  (20)..  9-  9 
6109.  .y Spills  lor  Thrills  (19)..  6-15 
5110.  .Young  America  Flies  (20).  8-  3 
THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 


8-  3 


5-110.. Famous  Movie  Dogrs  (10). 

. 7-27 

-1- 

8-17 

5407.. Gun  Bog’s  Life  (10) 

540H.  .Mechanix  Illustrated 

. 5-11 

4- 

5-18 

No.  4 (10)  

6-15 

5406.. Men  AVanted  (10) 

++ 

4-13 

5410.  .Movie  Dog  Stars  (10)... 

. 8-17 

5409.  .A  alley,  The  (8)  

. 7-20 

4- 

7-  6 

EI.SA  MAXAVELL’S  BLUE 

RIBBON 

COMEDIES 

(JlOl . . Kicling  Into  Society  (19). 

. 9-  7 

8-31 

HOLLYAVOOD  NOVELTY 

6301.  .Football  Thrills  (10) 

. 9-28 

4- 

8-31 

6302.. Shark  Hunting  (10) 

.11-  9 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

6601.  .Calling  Dr.  Porkv  (7).... 

. 9-21 

5614.  .Chewin’  Bruin,  'The  (7).. 

. 6-  8 

-+- 

6-22 

5616.  .Patient  Porky  (7) 

5615 ..  Porky’s  Baseball  Broad- 

. 8-24 

4+ 

8-24 

cast  (7)  

. 7-  6 

++ 

7-  6 

6604.  .Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7). 

.11-30 

5612.  . Porky’s  Poor  Fish  (7)  . . . 

. 5-18 

6602 ..  Prehistoric  Porkv  (7).... 

.10-12 

4- 

10-26 

5611.. Slap  Happy  Pappy  (7)... 

. 3-13 

6603..  50ur  Puss  (7) 

5613..  Yon  Ought  to  Be  in 

.11-  2 

Pictures  (7)  

. 5-18 

4- 

5-18 

MELODY  MASTERS 

5.507..  Carl  Hoff  & Orch.  (10)..  3-23 
6503.  .Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (..). 11-23 

6502..  Joe  Keichman  & Orch, 

(10)  10-26 

5508..  Larry  Clinton  & Orehv  (10)  5-25 

6.501 ..  Slatty  Malneck  & Band 

(10)  

5509.. 0.7,ie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10) 

5510.  .AA'oody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  

MERRIE  JIELODIES 
(In  'Technicolor) 

5326.  Bear’s  Tale,  The  (7) 

6706.  .Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (7).. 11-23 
5326.  .Ceiling  Hero  (7) 

5321..  Circus  Today  (7) 

5315 ..  Confederate  Honey  (7)... 

5.323..  Egg  Collector  (7) 

5319 . . Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(1)  

5325..  Ghost  AA’anted  (7) 8-10 

6104..  Good  Night  Elmer  (7)....  10-26 
.5317 ..  Hardship  of  Miles  Stand 

■’’ih  (7)  

6703.  .Holida.v  Highlights  (7). 

5322..  Tattle  Blabbermouse  (7) 

6701.  .Malibu  Beach  Party  (7)..  9-14 
5.318.  ..Sniffles  Takes  a Trip  (7).  5-11 

6702 . . Stagefright  (7)  

5320.  .Tom  Thumb  in  Trouble 

(7)  

6705.. AVacky  AVild  Life  (7) 11- 

5324.. AViId  Hare,  A (7)... 

SPORTS  PAK.4DE 
(Color) 

6402..  Dogs  Y’oii  Seldom  See  (10).  11-  2 
6403.  .Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

(10)  

6401..  Fly  Fishing  (10) 9-21 

TECHNICOI.OK 
.5006  . .Cinderella’s  ^ Feller  (20). 

6001..  Flag  of  Humanity  (..). 

5007..  Pony  Express  Days  (20) 

5008.  .Service  AA'ith  the  Colors 

(20)  

5005.  .Singin’  Dude,  The  (20). 

VIT.APHONE  A’AKIETIES 


. 9-14 

44 

8-24 

. 6-29 

4+ 

7-  6 

. 7-27 

58 

. 4-13 

4- 

8-31 

.11-23 

. 7-  6 

. 6-22 

4- 

7-  6 

. 3-30 

. 7-20 

. 5-25 

5-18 

. 8-10 

.10-26 

. 4-27 

.10-12 

. 7-  6 

4+ 

8-17 

. 9-14 

zh 

9-  7 

. 5-11 

. 9-28 

. 6-  8 

6-15 

.11-  9 

. 7-27 

.11-  2 

4- 

8-31 

.11-30 

. 9-21 

ip 

10-26 

. 6-  1 

+ 

6-15 

.10-19 

+ 

10-26 

. 7-13 

4- 

7-  6 

. 8-31 

. 4-  6 

4-13 

5706. 

5704. 

5705. 


.All  Girl  Revue  (10). 
.No  Parking  (10).... 


6-22 

3-30 


.Radio  and  Relatives  (10)..  5-25 


Serials 


1180 


4-20 

+ 

7-27 

973 

9-21 

081 

4+ 

4- 

7-6 

6-22 

4- 

8-  3 

4881- 

5681 


± 2-10  5581 


COLUMBIA 

Deadwood  Dick  7-19 

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, Uorna  Gray. 

1161-75.  .Terry  and  the  Pirates  ... 

15  Chapters.  AV’illiam 
Trac.v-Granville  Owens. 
KEPUBUIC 

.Adventures  of  Red  Ryder.  6-15 
Don  “Red”  Barry. 

.King  of  the  Royal 

Mounted  9-20 

12  Chapters.  Allan  Uane. 
.Mysterious  Doctor  Satan  12-13 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Wilcox. 
UNIVERSAL 


the  Universe  4-  9 

Uarry  (Buster)  Crabbe. 
..Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24 

15  Chapters.  AVarren  Hull. 

. . . Sky  Raiders  4-  8 

12  Chapters. 

. .Junior  G-Men  9-  1 

12  Chapters.  Dead  End 
Kids,  Little  Tough  Guys. 

..AA'inners  of  the  AA’est 7-  2 

13  Chapters.  Dick  Fo- 
ran,  Anne  Nagel. 


7-19 

■+- 

7-27 

4-12 

4-20 

6-15 

4- 

6-  8 

9-20 

4+ 

8-24 

ff  2-24 


-I-  8-3 


6 11 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word.  Payable  in  Advance. 


^leatlna  -/iouse 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


FOLLOW  THE  PARADE  FOR  BAR- 
GAINS — Peerless-Preddy  lamps,  sound 
systems,  300  Heywood  spring-cushion 
chairs,  amplifiers,  speakers,  projectors, 
complete  set  stage  drapes.  Lists  furnished. 
WESTERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COM- 
PANY, Omaha,  Neb. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


BRAND  NEW  CLOSE-OUTS  WHILE 
STOCK  LASTS — Forest  fifteen  ampere 
rectifiers,  less  bulbs,  $34.90;  Britechrome 
metal  display  frames,  30”x40”,  $3.60;  Fire 
extinguishers,  $2.95;  Ozonators,  $9.95;  Im- 
ported carbons,  9/mm,  10/14mm,  100  pairs, 
$3.95;  six  ampere  rectifier  bulbs,  $1.98. 
Theatres  completely  furnished  at  unheard 
of  prices — trades  taken — time  payments. 
S.  O.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


TAKING  A LICKING?  We’re  satisfied 
— so  will  you  be — Peerless  or  Strong  Arcs, 
$59.50;  Genelectric  Thirty-thirty  lamp- 
houses  with  regulators,  $19.50;  Rectifiers 
complete,  $24.50;  Good  chairs,  75c;  Sound- 
screens,  $9.50;  Projection  lenses,  $2.95; 
Soundheads,  $9.95;  Amplifiers,  $9.95;  RCA 
Speakers,  $3.95;  Powers  projectors,  $39.50; 
Simplex  intermittents,  $6.95;  Simplex 
Mechanisms,  $79.50;  Generators,  $39.50; 
Sound  Opticals,  $4.95.  S.  O.  S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK. 


ROTH  GENERATOR,  70  volts,  25  am- 
peres; good  condition,  reasonably  priced. 
Palace  Theatre,  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 


FOR  SALE — 2 Powers  projectors  with 
arc  lights.  Rectifiers.  High  Fidelity  Mello- 
phone  sound  in  good  condition.  Address: 
Hays,  Box  669,  Forrest  City,  Ark. 


FOR  SALE  AT  BARGAIN  PRICE— Du- 
plex 35mm  step  printer  with  sound  equip- 
ment. In  good  condition.  Works  perfect. 
Complete  with  motor  and  40  scene  auto- 
matic light  change  board.  FTLMACK 
TRAILER  CO.,  843  S.  Wabash,  Chicago, 
111. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


250  UPHOLSTERED  SEATS  and  100 
veneer.  Must  be  good  price.  New  Theatre, 
Bokoske,  Okla. 


PRINTING 


LETTERHEADS  AND  ENVELOPES— 
500  8V^"xll"  sheets  and  500  6%  envelopes, 
on  good  grade  white  bond  paper,  black  ink. 
Up  to  5 lines  of  type,  $4.95  postpaid.  Send 
copy  and  check  with  order.  Paul  Miller 
Printing  Co.,  4806  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  unbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST,  show  card  and  ban- 
ner work.  Seven  years  experience.  Mar- 
ried, age  29.  Best  of  references.  M.  M. 
Young,  Bedford,  Iowa. 


HELP  WANTED 

WANTED  — Experienced  combination 
projection  repair  and  sound  man.  Write 
B-1298,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 

WANTED  — Experienced  equipment 
salesman.  Large  territory  and  good  prop- 
osition to  offer;  either  commission  or  sal- 
ary. Write  B-I297,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th 
St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  handy  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

FOR  SALE — Recently  rebuilt  theatre  in 
Southeast  Missouri.  One-third  down. 
Martin  W.  Opere,  Ste.  Genevieve,  Mo. 

FOR  SALE — Small  theatre  and  hotel. 
Excellent  factory  town  and  farm  section. 
Karl  Gast,  Akron,  Indiana. 


THEATRE  WANTED 

WANTED:  TO  LEASE  OR  BUY  theatre, 
small  town.  Approximately  1,000  seats. 
No  competition.  All  particulars,  best  terms 
in  first  letter.  Radio  Artists  Association, 
2307  Malcolm  Ave.,  West  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

TO  LEASE  OR  BUY  theatre.  Town  of 
1,500  or  more.  Without  competition.  Pa., 
W.  Va.,  Ohio.  Full  details.  Box  40A,  Route 
1,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 

EXCLUSIVE  TERRITORIAL  FRAN- 
CHISES for  constructing  and  operating 
Drive-In  theatres,  under  double  park- 
ing patent.  Josserand  Drive-In  Theatres, 
506  Republic  Bldg.,  Houston,  Texas. 


For  Results 

Advertise  in  the  CLEARING  HOUSE. 
Its  Service  Can’t  Be  Beat. 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB.  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 

Whatever  you  want  — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  “AD  ORDER' 


(Send  Cosh 
With  Order) 


BLANK 

( lOc  a word 
' 4 insertions 


BOXOFnCE. 

4804  East  Ninth  St.. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  i . • it 

‘ I at  price  of  3 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE.  Here- 
with is  check  □ cash  □ Money  order  □ in  the  amount  of  $ 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSinCATION  WANTED  


Name  and  address  should  be  included  in  the  word  count. 


BOXOFFICE  : November  2,  1940 


e Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St..  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding:  publication  date. 


Hollywood's  Top  Current  Productions 
Bear  the  Magic  Brush  of  Technicolor 

• BITTERSWEET 

• CHAD  HANNA 

• DOWN  ARGENTINE  WAY 

• FANTASIA 

• NORTH  WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE 

• SHEPHERD  OF  THE  HILLS 

• THE  THIEF  OF  BAGDAD 

• VIRGINIA 

• WESTERN  UNION  I 

TECHNICOLOR  MOTION  PICTURE  CORPORATION 

HERBERT  T.  KALMUS,  President 


Entered  ss  Second  Class  matter  at  Postoffice  at  Kansas  City. 
Mo-,  under  Art  of  March  3.  1879.  25c  Per  (’opy.  Per  Year.  $7.50. 


NATIONAL  EDITION 
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BLOCKS,  BUT 

The  consent  decree,  by  all  signs  sliding  down  the 
last  incline,  is  giving  rapid  rise  to  a great  deal  of 
speculation.  Naturally  so,  but  first  a quick  glance  at 
some  of  the  known  facts. 

The  fact  is  none  of  the  signatories,  and  they  total  up 
to  the  so-called  "Big  Five"  of  course,  has  dipped  pen  in 
ink  although  the  final  action  can  be  little  doubted. 

The  fact  is  that  no  sooner  were  the  rules  of  arbitra- 
tion and  appeals  divulged  officially  by  the  department 
of  justice  than  a rewriting  job  got  under  way.  Not  a 
serious  revamping  job,  however.  A comma  here;  a 
switch  in  phrasing  there  in  what  is  described  as  a fur- 
ther dry  cleaning  designed  to  make  meaning  clearer 
without  altering  intent. 

The  fact  is  that  November  14  is  interventionists'  day 
before  Judge  Goddard  in  New  York.  The  interventionists 
are  expected  to  be  on  hand  in  force  and  that  goes 
for  numbers  as  well  as  lung  power.  All  will  have  their 
say,  but  it  is  our  forecast  their  say  will  not  bear  on 
the  formalizing  of  the  decree. 

And  yet,  interesting  was  Sidney  R.  Kent's  streamlined 
reversion  to  adages.  "After  the  decree  is  signed,  1 will 
have  something  to  say,"  said  he.  "Until  then,  you  know 
the  old  saying,  'There's  many  a slip,  'twixt  tip  and  lip.'  " 
What  that  may  mean,  beyond  an  exercise  in  caution, 
frankly  this  column  does  not  know.  But  there  it  is  to 
ponder  over  or  toss  aside  at  will  in  this  post-election 
week. 

Yet  again,  a certainty  among  certainties  as  of  this 
appraisal  time  is  the  blocks  of  five  plan.  Odds  are  pre- 
ponderantly against  any  shift  in  that  direction  and  be- 
cause this  is  so  the  trail  naturally  leads  to  the  obvious 
question:  Blocks,  but  what  kind? 

Exhibitors,  almost  to  a man,  long  since  have  registered 
their  opposition,  more  solidly  than  on  any  other  single 
issue  within  this  memory  which  sends  the  calendar  back 
to  '18.  Theatremen  do  not  know  precisely  how  the  pro- 
posed system  will  function,  but,  without  benefit  of  trial, 
they  do  know  they  want  none  of  it. 

This  may  be  baying  at  the  moon  and  it  may  not.  We 
have  no  thoughts  about  pitting  this  single  judgment 
against  the  formidable  tide  of  exhibitor  opinion  beyond 
suggesting  that  just  possibly  there  might  be  more  to  this 
sales  plan  than  meets  the  eye. 

There  may  be  more  to  it  for  a number  of  reasons. 

It  all  depends  on  the  intention  of  the  producer  and  his 
distributor.  If,  for  example  and  is  apparently  most  wide- 
ly feared,  the  decree-signing  producer  proposes  tying 
four  klucks  to  the  tail  of  one  genuine  attraction  on  the 
theory  the  one  will  induce  sale  of  the  five,  then  the 


WHAT  KIND? 

percentage  of  indifferent,  if  not  downright  bad  attrac- 
tions, will  rise  to  a level  never  before  known  in  this 
business  and  the  consequences  will  be  bloody  murder. 

Such  an  eventuality  is  not  entirely  remote.  Its  lack  of 
remoteness  presumably  is  borne  out  by  the  story  of  an 
attorney  for  a large  circuit,  affiliated  incidentally,  who 
reports  two  ranking  executives  in  two  different  studios 
remarking  this: 

"Under  the  decree,  we  won't  even  have  to  bother 
to  excuse  the  $75,000  and  $100,000  negatives.  They'll 
simply  round  out  the  block  which  will  be  sold  on  the 
strength  of  the  leader  which,  by  the  way,  will  be  a 
genuine  leader.  That's  where  our  concentration  will  be 
centered.  On  the  No.  1 member  of  the  block,  not  on 
Nos.  2 through  5." 

Anyone  laying  claim  to  the  beginnings  of  common 
sense  will  recognize  an  attitude  like  this  as  the  starting 
point  of  a complete  decline  for  any  studio  whose  future 
policy  is  keynoted  on  the  premise  above  outlined.  A 
point  of  view  such  as  this  quickly  indicates  a deliberately 
conceived  intention  at  cheating  the  customer,  first  the 
exhibitor  and  ultimately  the  public,  and  will  end,  be- 
cause it  must,  in  ruins. 

The  obvious,  and  the  smartest,  course  for  the  five 
majors  who  are  expected  to  sign  the  decree  is  to  make 
their  blocks  as  strong  as  they  know  how.  They  are 
about  to  be  confronted  with  a new  day  in  distribution, 
for  it  must  be  pointed  out  in  fairness  the  anticipated 
shift  will  not  leave  its  impress  on  the  exhibitor  alone, 
as  loudly  or  as  frequently  as  he  may  declare  it. 

It  seems  to  us  the  proposed  changeover  in  selling  will 
set  up  a production  competition  which  has  been  smoth- 
ered to  considerable  extent  by  the  comfortable  assur- 
ances which  are  part  and  definite  parcel  of  full-line 
sales.  Producer-distributor  performance,  of  course,  will 
vary  as  his  merchandise  varies,  but  block  booking  al- 
ways has  rolled  up  a backlog  in  playing  time  and,  there- 
fore, rentals  in  excess  of  the  value  of  the  commodity 
delivered. 

In  some  aspects  and  perhaps  in  a great  many  aspects, 
this  arm-chair  ease  which  the  majors  have  been  enjoy- 
ing for  so  long  faces  interruption.  The  race  for 
playing  time  will  become  intensified  and  it  ought  to  fol- 
low that  the  nags  entered  into  the  contest  will  have  to 
be  livelier  if  they  are  not  to  arrive  last  at  the  post. 


ARBITRATION  WILL  FUNCTION  NATIONALLY  FROM 
70  TO  90  DAYS  AHER  DECREE  IS  FORMAUZED 


fr 


Ahead  of  Original  Plan 
To  Make  Available  at 
Start  of  1941-42 


New  York — Nation-wide,  government- 
approved  arbitration  machinei’y  will  begin 
to  function  from  70  to  90  days  after  the 
consent  decree  is  signed  and  a first-year 
budget  of  $490,000  is  approved  and 
signed.  This  development,  slightly  altered 
from  a recent  conception  of  a January  1 
starting  date,  as  exclusively  reported  by 
Boxoffice,  is  still  months  ahead  of  the 
original  plan  to  make  arbitration  avail- 
able with  the  start  of  the  1941-42  season. 


$490,000  tor  Arbitration 

New  York — Department  of  justice  representatives,  “Big  Five"  attorneys 
and  AAA  executives  on  Friday  approved  a budget  of  $490,000  for  the  first 
year's  operation  of  the  national  arbitration  system  proposed  under  the 
decree.  The  group  also  set  salaries  for  the  three-man  national  appeals 
board.  The  chairman  will  receive  $20,000,  while  his  two  colleagues  are 
to  get  $17,500  each,  annually. 

The  items  have  been  incorporated  in  the  arbitration  provisions  and,  of 
course,  must  have  the  approval  of  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard. 


Interventionists  Lining  Up; 


In  fact,  the  January  1 date  could  have 
been  met  if,  as  erroneously  anticipated, 
the  decree  had  been  signed  when  it  was 
handed  up  in  private  chambei'S  to  Judge 
Goddard  on  October  21. 


Arbitration  Changes  Slight 


However,  at  a meeting  of  American  Arbi- 
tration Ass’n  representatives  and  those 
from  the  “Big  Five”  on  Friday  concerning 
the  budget,  all  details  in  connection  with 
actual  launching  of  arbitration  hearings 
was  proclaimed  to  be  in  readiness. 

To  Set  Up  Arbitration  Offices 

The  session  on  Friday  also  dwelt  on  the 
pro  rata  share  each  of  the  latter  would 
contribute  toward  the  first  year’s  budget. 
Although  these  figures  were  not  imme- 
diately available  they  are  said  to  have 
been  based  on  each  of  the  consenting  com- 
panies’ income  up  to  and  including  June 
1,  1940.  It  was  decided  that  Braden,  who 
is  executive  secretary  of  the  AAA,  would 
make  a cross-country  trip  to  lease  local 
arbitration  offices,  hire  personnel  and 
otherwise  set  the  stage  for  the  actual 
hearing  of  cases  once  the  decree  is  signed. 

Commenting  on  speculation  advanced  in 
some  quarters  that  the  cost  to  exhibitors 
for  being  heard  in  an  arbitration  case 
would  run  up  to  $400  if  an  appeal  is  de- 
sired, an  AAA  spokesman  declares  this  to 
be  a one-sided  approach  to  the  situation. 
Contrarily,  he  points  out  the  cost  to  an 
exhibitor,  if  he  wins  a decision,  may  not 
run  over  $10. 

This  is  how  he  qualifies  his  observation; 

Cost  of  filing  is  always  $10.  To  this  is 
added  a maximum  figure  of  $50  for  an 
arbitrator’s  fee,  assuming  the  complainant 
does  not  require  the  services  of  an  attor- 
ney, which  is  not  necessarily  required,  this 
source  contends.  If  the  complainant  wins 
the  case,  he  gets  the  $50  back.  If  he  re- 
quires a stenographic  record  of  the  hearing 


New  York — Only  an  agreement  between 
the  five  major  signatories  to  the  consent 
decree  as  to  slight  differences  over  boun- 
dary lines  on  an  official  map  that  will  be 
on  exhibition  in  each  arbitration  tribunal 
emerges  as  a “fundamental”  addition  to 
the  rules  of  arbitration  and  appeals. 
Otherwise,  the  alterations  appearing  in  a 
November  1 draft  are  said  by  AAA  spokes- 
men to  be  “very  minor;  confined  strictly 
to  verbiage  because  the  phrases  that  have 
been  replaced  were  too  awkward.” 

Asked  if  it  is  possible  “fundamental” 
changes  might  occur  after  the  arbitration 
rules,  which  are  part  and  parcel  of  the 
consent  decree,  are  subjected  to  objections 
— if  any — by  exhibitor  organizations  on 
November  14  before  Federal  Judge  Henry 
W.  Goddard,  an  AAA  spokesman  declares: 
“It  is  always  possible  that  changes  may 
occur,  but  since  all  parties  are  in  agree- 
ment and  since  the  rules  as  presently 
drawn  were  designed  to  benefit  the  exhibi- 
tor, it  is  not  likely  the  character  of  any 
alterations  will  be  important.” 

As  an  example  of  the  alterations  made 
in  the  rules  since  printed  in  the  November 
2 issue  of  Boxoffice,  the  paragraph  deal- 
ing with  the  map  showing  the  territory 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


and  this  rims,  say,  $20,  and  the  distribu- 
tor defendant  decides  to  appeal,  and  re- 
quires the  complainant’s  minutes,  the  de- 
fendant must  reimburse  the  complainant 
for  the  $20  cost.  Thus,  the  only  cost  to 
the  complainant  would  be  his  original  $10 
filing  fee. 


"Little  Three”  Standing  By 

New  York — On  the  theory  they  are  not  being  enjoined  from  present  sales  prac- 
tices, UA,  Universal  and  Columbia  will  not  make  a protest  in  court  November  14  at 
the  public  hearing  on  the  proposed  consent  decree  before  Federal  Judge  Henry  War- 
ren Goddard. 

The  contention  of  the  three  companies  is  that  they  cannot  take  steps  legally  until 
the  government  files  a new,  or  modified,  complaint. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  reported,  the  decree  itself  may  be  altered  in  some  respects  be- 
fore the  court  approves  and  the  government  and  “Big  Five"  sign.  Already  several 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  arbitration  proposal  text  since  the  rules  were  of- 
ficially released  by  the  department  of  justice. 


New  York — Numerous  exhibitor  lead- 
ers and  attorneys  for  independent  exhibi- 
tor organizations  throughout  the  country 
are  expected  to  appear  before  Federal 
Judge  Henry  Warren  Goddard,  Thursday, 
to  protest  signing  of  the  proposed  consent 
decree,  the  general  contention  being  the 
adoption  of  the  decree  and  its  provisions 
will  work  a “considerable  hardship  on  in- 
dependent theatre  owners  throughout  the 
land.” 

The  claim  will  be  made  that  the  decree, 
rather  than  alleviate  the  burdens  of  the 
small  exhibitor,  will  increase  his  problems. 
In  one  quarter,  it  is  claimed  that,  under 
the  decree,  not  one  independent  exhibitor 
will  be  in  business  five  years  from  now. 

While  Jacob  Schechter  will  represent 
Allied  of  New  York,  Max  A.  Cohen,  head 
of  the  unit,  also  will  appear  in  court.  His 
unit  will  not  only  object  to  the  decree,  but 
also  to  the  arbitration  system.  To  Box- 
office,  Cohen  stated,  “The  decree  pro- 
tects the  major  circuits  and  distributors 
and  they  have  shown  and  proven  conclu- 
sively they  can  protect  themselves.” 

E.  L.  Kuykendall,  president  of  the 
MPTOA,  is  due  from  his  home  in  Colum- 
bus, Miss.,  to  protest.  He  has  attacked 
the  block  of  five  provision  and  the  fact 
that,  under  the  proposals,  the  exhibitor  has 
no  right  of  cancellation  or  community 
choice  of  pictures. 

Harry  Brandt,  chieftain  of  the  ITOA  of 
New  York,  and  his  attorney,  Milton  C. 
Weisman,  also  will  launch  a series  of  ob- 
jections. The  ITO  of  Southern  Califor- 
nia and  Arizona  is  expected  to  be  repre- 
sented by  Robert  Poole,  general  business 
manager.  Bob  White  of  the  Oregon  unit 
may  also  be  on  hand.  He  was  among  the 
independent  exhibitor  leaders  who  attend- 
ed the  special  session  in  Thurman  Arn- 
old’s office  in  Washington  about  two 
months  ago. 

For  Allied  will  be  Abram  F.  Myers,  gen- 
eral counsel,  and  Norman  Samuelson,  local 
attorney,  who  has  been  retained  as  special 
counsel.  Myers  has  already  diagnosed  the 
terms  of  the  proposed  decree,  as  published 
in  full  details  in  Boxoffice,  and  is  expected 
to  again  enumerate  his  objections  before 
Judge  Goddard. 

Attorneys  from  the  south  and  other 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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THE  DECREE:  WHAT  IT  FORBIDS  AND  PERMITS 
AS  ANALYZED  BY  MYERS  FOR  ALLIED  MEMBERS 


Scores  Time  Limit  on 
Rejection  of  Film 
As  "Offensive" 


Washington — This  is  the  second  and 
final  instalment  of  “A  Simple  Explanation 
@f  the  Consent  Decree,”  prepared  by 
Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel  of  Allied, 
for  his  membership.  The  initial  instal- 
ment was  published  in  Boxoffice  last 
week. 

From  now  on  it’s  Myers: 

Cancellation  for  Cause 

An  exhibitor  may  arbitrate  the  claim  that  a 
picture  is  generally  offensive  in  his  community 
on  moral,  religious  or  racial  grounds,  provided 
he  gives  notice  of  his  “election  to  cancel”  such 
feature,  together  with  a statement  of  his  rea- 
sons therefor,  to  the  distributor  “not  later  than  10 
days  after  the  receipt  by  the  exhibitor  of  the 
distributor’s  written  approval  of  the  exhibitor’s 
signed  application  for  such  feature.”  In  such 
event,  the  feature  shall  be  deemed  cancelled  un- 
less within  five  days  after  receipt  of  such  notice, 
the  distributor  notifies  the  exhibitor  in  writing 
of  its  denial  of  such  claim  and  its  intention  to 
arbitrate  the  controversy. 

The  chief  criticism  of  this  section  is  that  it 
places  on  the  exhibitor  the  burden  of  determining 
within  10  days  after  the  approval  of  his  con- 
tract whether  the  picture  is  offensive,  not  to 
himself,  but  to  the  members  of  his  community. 
Doubt  has  been  expressed  whether  this  would  al- 
low sufficient  time  for  public  sentiment  to  ex- 
press itself. 

In  defense  of  the  provision  it  has  been  argued 
that  there  must  be  some  time  limit  and  that 
since,  under  the  new  order,  pictures  will  be  trade 
shown  and  reviewed  before  they  are  sold,  the 
exhibitors  will  have  ample  warning.  Reliable 
trade  papers,  concerned  in  protecting  the  ex- 
hibitors, will  give  timely  warning  of  danger  points 
in  the  pictures  reviewed. 

If  the  arbitrator  shall  find  that  the  picture  “is 
generally  offensive  in  the  locality  served  by  the 
exhibitor’s  theatre  on  moral,  religious  or  racial 
grounds”  an  award  may  be  made  “cancelling  the 
license  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  exhibition 
of  such  feature  in  said  theatre.” 

This  section  becomes  effective  upon  the  sign- 
ing of  the  decree  but,  in  the  nature  of  the  case, 
it  can  only  apply  to  contracts  entered  into  subse- 
quent thereto. 

Arbitration  of  Clearance  Disputes 

Controversies  arising  upon  the  complaint  of  an 
exhibitor  that  the  clearance  applicable  to  his  thea- 
tre is  unreasonable,  may  be  arbitrated  between 
the  complaining  exhibitor  and  the  distributor. 

This  also  is  a clear  advance  over  any  similar 
proposal  in  the  past.  It  recognizes  that  the  right 
to  control  clearance  resides  in  the  distributor  by 
virtue  of  its  copyright.  It  refutes  the  theory 
that  the  clearance  belongs  to  circuits  by  virtue  of 
their  buying  power. 

The  prior  exhibitor  whose  clearance  is  brought 
into  question  may  intervene  and  participate  in 
the  hearing  but  the  proceeding  is  initiated  by  a 
complaining  exhibitor  against  a distributor.  In 
this  way,  the  authors  of  the  decree  have  over- 
come the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  consent  of 
the  circuits  to  arbitrate  clearance — an  unsur- 
mountable  obstacle  in  the  proposed  voluntary 
trade  practice  code. 

The  premise  stated  in  the  section  is  that  clear- 
ance “reasonable  as  to  time  and  area”  is  “es- 
sential” in  the  distribution  and  exhibition  of  mo- 
tion pictures. 

In  determining  whether  any  clearance  com- 
plained of  is  unreasonable,  the  arbitrator  will 
take  into  account  the  following  factors,  accord- 
ing to  them  “the  importance  and  weight  to  which 
each  is  entitled” — 

(1)  — The  historical  development  of  clear- 
ance in  the  particular  area  wherein  the  thea- 
tres involved  are  located; 

(2)  — The  admission  prices,  of  the  theatres 
involved; 

(3)  — The  character  and  location  of  the  thea- 
tres involved,  including  size,  type  of  enter- 
tainment, appointments,  transit  facilities,  etc. 

(4)  — The  policy  of  operation  of  the  thea- 


tres involved,  su<'h  as  the  showing  of  double 
features,  gift  nights,  give-aways,  premiums, 
cut  rate  tickets,  lotteries,  etc.; 

(5)  — The  rental  terms  and  license  fees  paid 
by  the  theatres  involved  and  the  revenues 
derived  by  the  distributor  defendant  from 
such  theatres; 

(6)  — The  extent  to  which  the  theatres  in- 
volved compete  with  each  other  for  patron- 
age; and 

(7)  — All  other  business  considerations,  ex- 
cept that  the  arbitrator  shall  disregard  the 
fact  that  a theatre  involved  is  affiliated  with 
a distributor  or  with  a circuit  of  theatres. 
(In  other  words,  buying  power  and  “kinship” 
are  not  to  be  regarded). 

The  arbitrator  shall  determine,  first,  whether 
the  clearance  complained  of  is  unreasonable,  and, 
if  he  finds  that  it  is,  he  may  make  an  award 
“fixing  the  maximum  clearance  between  the  thea- 
tres involved”  which  may  be  granted  in  licenses 
thereafter  entered  into  by  the  distributor. 

This  section  becomes  effective  upon  the  sign- 
ing of  the  decree  and  the  award  may  fix  such 
maximum  clearance  under  any  then  existing  fran- 
chise or  any  license  entered  into  pursuant  to  such 
franchise  between  such  distributor  defendant  and 
any  other  party  bound  by  the  decree;  but  the 
award  may  not  affect  clearance  fixed  in  any  li- 
cense between  a particular  distributor  defendant 
and  its  affiliated  theatres  as  defined  in  Section 
XVII. 

For  example,  a complaining  exhibitor  could  ar- 
bitrate with  M-G-M,  20th  Century-Fox,  Warner 
Bros,  and  RKO  relative  to  clearance  granted  by 
them  in  existing  franchises  to  a Paramount  af- 
filiated theatre,  but  they  would  have  no  right 
to  challenge  the  clearance  granted  by  Paramount 
to  that  theatre  whether  by  franchise  or  other- 
wise. Thus  the  authors  have  adopted  the  prin- 
ciple that  a distributor  may  deal  with  its  own 
affiliated  theatres  on  whatever  terms  it  may  see 
fit. 

The  question  is:  If  in  the  case  cited  the 
maximum  clearance  is  reduced  as  to  the  other 
four  distributor  defendants,  would  it  be  feas- 
ible or  practicable  for  Paramount  to  lease  its 
film  on  a different  basis?  Only  experience  will 
tell. 

A distributor  or  an  exhibitor  affected  by  an 
award  may  institute  a further  arbitration  pro- 
ceeding for  a modification  thereof  upon  the 
ground  that  since  the  making  thereof  changed 
conditions  warrant  such  modification. 

Conditions  imposed  in  the  section  are  that  no 
award  shall  affect  runs  as  distinguished  from 
clearance,  or  apply  to  the  exhibition  of  any 
“special”  feature.  To  be  immune,  such  special 
must  be  licensed  specially  under  a contract  which 
includes  the  special  terms  and  conditions  “in- 
cluding such  special  clearance  provision  ...  as 
such  distributor  shall  fix.” 

Withholding  Prints 

It  is  provided  that  in  booking  prints  for  ex- 
hibitors “competing  on  the  same  run”  a dis- 
tributor shall  not  withhold  delivery  of  prints 
available  from  one  exhibitor  “in  order  to  give 
a competing  exhibitor  a prior  playing  date  not 
provided  for  in  his  license.”  Then  there  is  a 
recognition  that  distributors  “must  be  permitted 
discretion  in  the  ordinary  course  of  booking  . . . 
when  too  few  prints  are  available.” 

Violations  are  subject  to  arbitration,  and  if  the 
arbitrator  finds  that  the  distributor  “has  pursued 
a policy”  of  withholding  prints  in  violation  of  the 
section,  he  may  enter  an  award  directing  the 
distributor  to  discontinue  such  policy. 

This  provision  is  typical  of  the  kind  of  mean- 
ingless window  dressing  that  has  discredited  pre- 

(i  ~ 

Sees  Five-Blocks 
Lasting  One  Year 

Washington — One  of  the  interesting 
points  made  in  the  Myers'  analysis  of  the 
proposed  decree  deals  with  the  five- 
block  selling  plan  which  the  general 
counsel  of  Allied  asserts  is  assured  one 
year  of  life  under  the  escape  clause. 
“Just  long  enough  to  tide  over  the  pos- 
sibility of  enactment  of  the  Neely  bill,"  is 
how  he  puts  it. 

VI-  V 


Deems  "Monopoly  Heart" 
Shaft  Impotent;  Raps 
"Escape  Clause" 


vious  attempts  to  work  out  a solution  of  indus- 
try problems.  So  far  as  we  are  aware,  this  sec- 
tion cures  no  evil;  if  there  Is  such  an  evil,  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  section  offers  an  effective  rem- 
edy. The  evil  is  in  withholding  prints  from  a 
subsequent  run  in  order  to  give  a prior  run  a 
longer  clearance  than  is  specified  in  the  contracts. 
Allied  has  called  this  to  the  attention  of  the 
department  of  justice  but  without  avail. 

Discrimination  In  Runs 

This  section  is  aimed  at  the  heart  of  the  Big 
Eight’s  monopoly  of  exhibition,  but  it  wields  a 
sling-shot  instead  of  a rifle. 

The  most  serious  complaints  lodged  with  the 
department  of  justice,  and  the  ones  which  must 
have  moved  it  to  bring  the  suit,  involved  cases 
where  an  affiliated  circuit  invaded  the  territory 
of  an  independent  exhibitor  and  by  virtue  of  its 
buying  power,  or,  more  likely,  the  mutual  back- 
scratching  tactics  of  the  Big  Eight,  took  from 
the  independent  his  product  altogether  or  rele- 
gated him  to  a subsequent,  unprofitable  run. 

Under  the  section  controversies  arising  upon  a 
complaint  by  an  independent  exhibitor  that  a dis- 
tributor has  arbitrarily  refused  to  license  its  fea- 
tures for  e.xhibition  on  the  run  requested  by  the 
exhibitor  in  one  of  his  theatres,  may  be  arbi- 
trated. 

An  independent  exhibitor  is  defined  as  “one 
wholly  independent  of  any  circuit  of  more  than 
five  theatres  and  not  affiliated  by  stock  owner- 
ship, common  ownership,  common  buying  or  oth- 
erwise with  a circuit  of  more  than  five  theatres 
and  whose  licenses  are  not  negotiated  by  a buy- 
ing combine  or  common  buying  agent  negotiating 
for  more  than  five  theatres.”  Thus  an  exhibitor 
operating  or  affiliated  with  more  than  five  thea- 
tres, or  a member  of  a buying  combine  of  more 
than  five,  is  ineligible  to  relief  under  this  sec- 
tion. This  is  upon  the  supposition,  not  borne 
out  in  experience  in  the  large  cities,  that  an 
independent  circuit  of  more  than  five  has  suffi- 
cient buying  power  to  protect  itself. 

No  award  can  be  made  unless  the  arbitrator 
finds — 

(1)  That  the  complainant  is  an  independent 
exhibitor  and  that  his  theatre  was  in  existence 
at  the  date  of  the  decree  or  replaced  such  a 
theatre;  and 

(2)  Distributor’s  refusal  to  license  on  the  run 
requested  continued  during  a period  of  not  less 
than  three  successive  months;  and 

(3)  Distributor  during  such  period  licensed  its 
features  on  the  desired  run  to  a circuit  theatre 
in  competition  with  the  complainant  (a  circuit 
theatre  is  defined  in  the  decree  as  a theatre 
which  is  a component  part  of  a circuit  of  not 
less  than  15  theatres,  or  which  is  affiliated  by 
stock  ownership,  common  ownership,  common 
buying  or  otherwise  with  a circuit  of  not  less 
than  15  theatres  or  the  licenses  for  which  are 
negotiated  by  a buying  combine  or  common  buy- 
ing agent  negotiating  for  not  less  than  15  thea- 
tres) ; and 

(4)  Complainant’s  theatre  has  not  available  to 
it  features  “sufficient  in  nature  and  quantity” 
to  enable  it  to  operate  on  the  run  requested;  and 

(5)  (a)  Subsequent  to  July  20,  1935,  and  prior 
to  July  20,  1940,  complainant  operated  the  thea- 
tre in  question  on  the  same  run  or  on  an  earlier 
run  than  that  enjoyed  by  the  circuit  theatre;  or 

(b)  Subsequent  to  July  20,  1940,  and  during 

two  consecutive  motion  picture  seasons  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  filing  of  the  complaint,  com- 
plainant operated  his  theatre  on  the  same  run  as 
or  on  an  earlier  run  than  that  enjoyed  by  the 
circuit  theatre  and  during  such  period  exhibited 
on  such  run  substantially  all  the  features  re- 
leased during  such  period  by  the  distributor  com- 
plained against;  or 

(c)  Subsequent  to  July  20,  1935,  and  prior  to 

July  20,  1940,  the  complainant  demanded  in  writ- 
ing features  from  the  distributor  complained 
against  on  the  same  run  or  on  an  earlier  run 
than  that  enjoyed  by  the  circuit  theatre  (a  com- 
plaint filed  with  a local  clearance  and  zoning 
board  or  a local  grievance  board  under  N.  R.  A.  and 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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WAIT  TILL  YOU  HEAR 


ANCE  set  to  music 
and  comedy... to  make  a 
nation’s  heart  giow  and 
itch  to  dance! 


Toadway 


rHE  MOB 


starring 

ALLAN  JONES  • NANCY 

Song-Star  of  "The  Boys  from  Syracuse"  At  her  loveliest  since  "J 

BUD  ABBOTT  & LOU  COSTEL 

Radio  Sensations  of  "I’m  a baaad  boy"  fame 

ROBERT  CUMMINGS 

Romantic  Hero  of  "Spring  Parade" 

with  MARY  BOLAND  • LEO  CARRILLO  • WILLI  A 
PEGGY  MORAN  • NINA  ORLA  • RICHAR 

Directed  by  A.  EDWARD  SUTHE 
Associate  Producer:  Leonard  S 

Screenplay  by  Gertrude  Purcell  and  Ch 

Adapted  by  Kathryn  Scola  and  Franci 


the  novel  "Love  Insurance"  by  Earj^ 

A THRILLING  JEROME  KEI 


Hot  hit  songs;  "Farandola/"  "You  ond^^four'j 
Philosophy,"  "Your  Dream,' 
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IT'S  very  much  O.  K.  as  it  stands. 

In  fact,  it  turns  out  to  be  better 
than  O.  K.  in  times  like  these  when 
the  solar  plexis  blow  to  foreign  in- 
come has  left  so  many  of  the  com- 
panies gasping  for  breath  and  liter- 
ally reaching  for  air. 

Take  a look: 

By  estimate  — the  final  figures 
won't  vary  much — Paramount  com- 
putes its  net  at  $1,726,000  for  fhe 
third  quarter  to  September  28.  This 
compares  with  $710,000  for  the  iden- 
tical period  last  year.  Handsome 
upage,  isn't  it? 

By  another  estimate,  the  company 
figures  its  net  at  $4,810,000  for  the 
nine  months  to  the  same  date.  And 
this  compares  with  $2,840,000  for  the 
same  nine  months  of  the  preceding 
year,  or  an  increase  of  $1,970,000.  If 
you  prefer  it  in  percentages,  it's 
slightly  under  seventy  per  cent. 
That's  even  handsomer. 

And  while  this,  of  and  by  itself, 
falls  into  the  classification  of  bell 
ringing  and  joyous  tidings,  the  sig- 
nificance reaches  far  beyond,  skirfs 
around  and  digs  under  the  surface 
for  reasons  which  the  financial  es- 
tim.ate,  of  course,  does  not  even 
mention. 

For  the  word  among  those  who 
should  know,  and  normally  do,  for 
some  time  now  has  been  one  that 
indicates  a vastly  increased  respect 
for  the  management  which  Barney 
Balaban,  exhibitor  out  of  Chicago, 
is  administering  at  Paramount.  Buf- 
feted and  tossed  about  by  years  of 
receivership,  it  was  hardly  a soft 
bed  in  which  Balaban  found  him- 
self lodged  only  a few  years  back 
when  he  assumed  the  Paramount 
presidency. 

Overhead  had  piled  up  in  New 
York,  and  of  course,  in  Hollywood. 
There  was  a job  of  paring  to  be 
done,  but  a job  of  paring  predicated 
on  an  accelerated  efficiency,  not 
mere  dollar  pruning. 

The  kernel,  then,  of  this  short, 
short  story  is  merely  this:  That  task 
has  been  accomplished  to  a degree 
which  today  and  beyond  argument 
stamps  Paramount  as  one  of  the 
strongest  corporations  in  the  indus- 
try. Furthermore,  this  has  been 
brought  about  under  a series  of  cir- 
cumstances which  has  allowed  the 
retirement,  or  the  absorption,  of  out- 
standing stocks  like  $910,200  in  first 
and  second  preferred  in  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year  at  a discount  of 


about  $170,000  which  now  goes  to 
the  capital  surplus  account  for  fur- 
ther financial  bulwarking. 

It  may  or  may  not  be  generally 
known  that  it  was  Balaban  whose 
idea  it  was  to  uproot  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man from  exhibition  and  transplant 
him  in  production,  thereby  to  give 
the  studio  an  executive  contact  with 
its  exhibitor  customers,  always  a 
first-rate  idea.  That  arrangement 
has  been  working  sufficiently  long 
now  and  sufficiently  well  to  demon- 
strate the  move  was  astute  and 
soundly  conceived. 

For  an  exhibitor  to  be  in  the  van- 
guard at  the  source  of  production  is 
smart  management.  For  another  ex- 
hibitor to  be  at  the  helm  of  the 
whole  company  is  also  smart  man- 
agement. 

Balaban  proves  the  point  and  the 
entire  business,  as  well  as  Para- 
mount itself,  is  the  beneficiary. 

From  Wonderland 

A further  adventure  into  the  won- 
ders of  Hollywood.  Not  our  yarn, 
but  Sidney  Skolsky's  as  he  tells  it 
in  the  New  York  "Post:" 

"Walter  Abel  scored  a big  hit 
in  'Arise  My  Love'  and  is  now 
in  demand  in  Hollywood.  Pre- 
vious to  this  picture,  Abel  had 
a tough  time  getting  a job.  How 
he  got  the  role  in  the  picture 
clearly  demonstrates  how  the 
breaks  can  come  to  a fellow  in 
Hollywood  . . . Billy  Wilder  and 
Charles  Brackett,  the  writers  of 
the  picture,  were  in  the  office 
of  Producer  Arthur  Hornblow 
jr.  to  discuss  an  actor  to  play 
the  role  of  the  Associated  News 
chief  in  Paris.  Hornblow  sug- 
gested an  actor.  Wilder  said, 

'He's  terrible.  I wouldn't  have 
him  in  the  picture.' 

"Hornblow  said,  'Name  me 
some  one  who  could  play  the 
role  better.' 

"Wilder  replied,  'That's  easy. 
Just  give  me  a casting  directory. 
The  first  name  on  the  list  will 
be  better.' 

"The  first  name  on  the  first 
page  was  Abel,  Walter.  'There's 
your  man,'  said  Wilder. 

"That  is  how  Walter  Abel, 
who  had  been  looking  for  a job 
for  months,  got  started  on  an- 
other picture  career.  But  don't 
(Continued  on  page  16) 
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"No  Serious  Effects" 
From  Decree  Forecasl 


New  York — “No  serious  ill  effects  are 
expected  by  the  industry  to  result  from 
the  new  selling  policies  dictated  by  the 
consent  decree  settling  the  government’s 
Sherman  anti-trust  suit  under  which  block 
booking  is  eliminated,”  reported  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  in  its  lead  story  on  Wed- 
nesday. The  paper,  however,  adds  some 
increases  in  selling  costs  may  take  place 
“but  not  enough  to  greatly  affect  the  level 
of  profits.” 

The  article,  generally,  reflected  a favor- 
able approach  on  problems  confronting 
the  industry  and,  in  the  minds  of  some  ex- 
ecutives, was  welcome  because  of  the  pres- 
tige which  the  Journal  holds  in  Wall  Street 
circles.  For  instance,  the  paper  reported 
this: 

“The  motion  picture  industry  is  making 
notable  headway  in  adjusting  its  opera- 
tions to  the  loss  of  vitally  important  for- 
eign business.  Two  leading  companies, 
Loew’s  and  Paramoimt,  are  showing  earn- 
ings double  those  of  a year  ago  when  the 
first  impact  of  the  war  hit  the  industry. 

“Loew’s,  Inc.  for  its  quarter  (12  weeks) 
ending  about  November  23  is  expected  to 
show  in  the  neighborhood  of  $1.40  a share 
against  71  cents  a share  earned  in  the  cor- 
responding 1939  period.  Pinal  figures  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  August  31,  1939  have 
not  been  completed  but  it  is  probable  that 
the  company  will  report  about  $4.75  to 
$4.80  a share.” 

The  paper  also  declared  Loew’s  had  cut 
its  production  budget  by  over  $4,000,000 
this  year  and  that  the  company’s  effort  is 
in  the  direction  of  an  adjustment  that  will 
return  profits  from  the  domestic  market. 
It  finds  Paramount  and  Warner  “appear 
to  have  their  business  pretty  well  adapted 
to  the  current  situation”  and  that  “Para- 
mount had  been  losing  money  on  its 
studios,  but  has  now  put  its  production 
division  into  the  black  as  a result  of  a two- 
year  house  cleaning  program.”  Warner, 
according  to  this  source,  is  “running  along 
on  an  even  keel  not  much  below  a year 
ago.” 

“Attendance  at  theatres  in  the  last  sev- 
eral weeks  has  been  adversely  affected  by 
pre-election  radio  broadcasting  which  has 
apparently  kept  people  at  home  but  a con- 
siderable pickup  in  boxoffice  income  is  ex- 
pected to  take  place  in  the  remaining  eight 
weeks  of  this  year,”  the  Journal  observed. 

Minor  Changes  Made  in 
Arbitration  Setup 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
throughout  which  each  arbitration  tribu- 
nal shall  have  jurisdiction  has  been  moved 
from  a footnote  into  the  body  of  the  text. 
The  nature  of  the  change  specifically  takes 
into  account  “arbitration  districts,”  where- 
as formerly  this  read:  “The  territory 
throughout  which  each  arbitration  tribu- 
nal shall  have  jurisdiction  and  the  city  in 
which  the  arbitration  tribunal  shall  be 
located.” 

The  definition  of  “jurisdiction,”  which 
formerly  fell  under  Paragraph  XXII,  deal- 
ing with  “Definitions,”  has  been  eliminated 
from  that  position  and  moved  up  to  Para- 
graph I. 

There  have  been  changes  from  “any”  to 
“a;”  the  insertion  of  “also”  in  another 
paragraph;  the  substitution  of  “commenc- 
ing” for  “proceeding  with;”  substitution  of 
“and”  for  an  “or,”  etc.,  throughout  many 
paragraphs. 


Agnew-to-Fieeman 
Re  DeMille  and  $$$ 

New  York — To  prove  that  "it's  all  in  the 
way  you  say  it,"  the  following  incident 
is  reported  to  BOXOFFICE  with  full  ap- 
proval of,  as  well  as  the  conception  by, 
of  the  Paramount  publicity  department. 

Neil  F.  Agnew  long-distanced  Y.  Frank 
Freeman  at  the  studio  to  report  the 
grosses  on  “North  West  Mounted  Police" 
in  the  second  week  of  advanced  admis- 
sion test  runs.  Agnew  was  half  way 
through  the  list  when  Freeman  inter- 
rupted with:  “I  think  I heard  those  fig- 
ures correctly,  Neil,  but  read  them  over 
again  and  read  them  slowly.  1 want  to 
really  enjoy  them." 

Decree  Objectors 
Are  Lining  Up 


(Continued  from  page  4) 
parts  of  the  country,  including  New  Eng- 
land, are  scheduled  to  be  present  Thurs- 
day. 

No  immediate  decision  is  expected  to  be 
made  by  the  court  and  it  is  understood 
Judge  Goddard  will  take  under  advisement 
all  that  is  said.  Department  of  justice  at- 
torneys, probably  James  V.  Hayes  and 
Robert  E.  Sher,  who  have  worked  on  the 
decree  proposals  and  arbitration  draft,  are 
expected  to  be  in  court  ready  to  answer 
any  questions  the  judge  may  put  as  a re- 
sult of  the  complaints. 

All  counsel,  it  is  understood,  have  been 
preparing  briefs  to  submit  in  addition  to 
oral  arguments.  Whether  the  court  will 
limit  the  time  of  the  speakers  is  not  known 
at  the  moment,  but  it  is  said  this  depends 
on  the  number  of  speakers  who  will  seek 
a hearing. 

Local  exhibitors  generally  feel  the 
adoption  of  the  decree  will  impose  on  them 
burdens  “onerous”  to  their  operations. 
While  blocks  of  five  is  the  main  issue  to 
be  aired,  it  is  stated  there  are  many  other 
provisions  which  need  changing,  particu- 
larly the  “standstill”  agreement  on  thea- 
tre expansion.  This  provision,  it  is 
charged,  is  “ridiculous  on  the  surface”  be- 
cause it  does  not  limit  the  majors  in  any 
widening  of  their  theatre  activities. 

Consolidated  20th-Fox 
Net  Shows  a Drop 

New  York — Consolidated  net  income  of 
20th  Century-Fox  for  the  39  weeks  ended 
September  28  totaled  $34,938,269,  or  a 
drop  of  $6,108,029  as  compared  with  the 
consolidated  net  income  of  $41,046,298  for 
the  identical  period  last  year.  For  the  39 
weeks  to  September  24,  1938  the  figure 
was  $42,738,822.  However,  for  the  first 
time  in  this  fiscal  span,  the  current  state- 
ment sets  up  a $2,200,000  provision  against 
foreign  assets.  This  provision  is  designed 
as  a special  reserve  against  such  foreign 
assets  so  as  to  exclude  them  from  current 
profits.  Much  of  this  item  is  represented 
by  English  sterling,  not  now  realizable  in 
the  United  States. 

In  the  period  herein  covered,  the  com- 
pany and  its  wholly-owned  subsidiaries 
shows  a net  loss  of  $1,075,611  after  amorti- 
zation of  production  costs,  participation  in 
film  rentals,  interest,  depreciation  in  fixed 
assets,  taxes  and  provision  of  the  reserve 
against  foreign  assets. 


Nearly  70%  Climb  in 
Paramount  Profit 


New  York — Paramount’s  net  profit  for 
the  nine  months  ending  September  28  are 
fractionally  under  70  per  cent  higher  than 
the  net  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
1939,  according  to  an  estimate  which,  no 
doubt,  will  vary  only  slightly  from  the 
finally  audited  figures. 

The  company  reports  $4,810,000  for  the 
first  three  quarters  of  this  year  as  com- 
pared with  $2,840,000  for  the  similar  three 
quarters  last  year.  Current  estimates  in- 
clude $1,355,000  representing  the  parent 
corporation’s  share  of  the  undistributed 
earnings  of  partially-ovraed,  non-consoli- 
dated  subsidiaries  and  an  $88,000  profit 
on  the  purchase  of  debentures.  'The  $2,- 

840.000  net  for  the  first  nine  months  of 
1939  included  $1,355,000,  or  a figure  iden- 
tical with  this  year’s,  representing  undis- 
tributed earnings  of  partially-owned,  non- 
consolidated  subsidiaries. 

Near  Two  Millions  Third  Quarter 

For  the  third  quarter  to  September  28, 
Paramount  computes  its  earnings  at  $1,- 

944.000  after  meeting  interest  and  all 
charges,  but  before  meeting  a retroactive 
adjustment  based  on  the  increased  rates 
of  income  tax  and  the  excess  profit  taxes 
under  the  Second  Revenue  Act  of  1940. 
But  after  providing,  in  the  third  quarter, 
for  such  additional  taxes  for  the  first  full 
nine  months  of  the  year,  earnings  for  the 
quarter  are  estimated  at  $1,726,000.  This 
includes  $316,000  representing  the  com- 
pany’s direct  and  indirect  net  interest  as 
a stockholder  in  the  combined  undis- 
tributed earnings  for  the  quarter  of  par- 
tially-owned, non-consolidated  subsidiaries 
and  a $22,000  profit  on  the  purchase  of 
debentures.  Earnings  for  the  correspond- 
ing quarter  of  1939  were  $710,000,  includ- 
ing $377,000  which  represents  the  parent 
company’s  share  of  undistributed  earnings 
of  partially-owned,  non-consolidated  sub- 
sidiaries. Thus,  in  the  third  quarter  of 
the  current  year  Paramount’s  net  increased 
$1,016,000  as  compared  with  the  compar- 
able quarter  of  1939. 

Acquire  Preferred  Shares 

As  of  September  28,  1940  there  were  out- 
standing 136,689  shares  of  cumulative  pre- 
ferred convertible  $100  par  value  in  six 
per  cent  first  preferred  and  543,870  shares 
of  cumulative  convertible  $10  par  value  in 
six  per  cent  second  preferred.  After  de- 
ducting $286,614  in  dividends  accrued  for 
the  quarter  on  these  shares,  the  remain- 
ing $1,439,386  in  estimated  combined  con- 
solidated and  share  of  undistributed  earn- 
ings for  the  quarter  represent  58  cents  a 
share  on  the  2,465,927  shares  of  common 
outstanding  on  September  28.  This  com- 
pares with  17  cents  a share  for  the  same 
quarter  of  1939.  Computed  on  the  same 
basis.  Paramount  estimates  its  combined 
consolidated  and  share  of  undistributed 
earnings  for  the  nine  months  to  Septem- 
ber 28  represent  $1.60  a share  on  the  com- 
mon outstanding.  This  would  compare 
with  79  cents  a share  for  the  same  nine 
months  of  the  previous  year. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  this  year, 
Paramount  acquired  3,082  shares  of  its 
first  preferred  and,  during  the  third  quar- 
ter, 4,900  shares  of  first  preferred  as  well 
as  11,200  shares  of  second  preferred.  This 
totals  $910,200  par  value  of  both  issues. 
The  shares,  furthermore,  were  acquired  at 
a discount  of  approximately  $170,000  which 
has  been  credited  to  a special  capital  sur- 
plus account. 
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"Fantasia”  Grew  Like  Topsy; 
Started  as  a Disney  Short 


By  LEONARD  WEISBERG 

New  York — When  Nicholas  M.  Schenck 
sagely  admonished  the  industry  there  is 
nothing  wrong  with  the  business  that  a 
good  picture  won’t  cure  he  carved  himself 
a substantial  niche  in  the  Hall  of  Quot- 
able Phrases. 

Walt  Disney  now  makes  a bid  for  stand- 
ing room  in  that  same  auditorium  with 
“Hear  pictures  and  see  music.” 

It  sounds  a bit  strange  when  first  re- 
peated, but  the  phrase  appears  to  take 
on  legitimacy  when  you  consider  the  mo- 
tive. If  this  reporter’s  interpretation  is 
correct,  Disney,  in  “Fantasia,”  set  out  to 
forge  the  last  link  in  “moving  pictures,” 
Here,  in  every  sense  of  the  definition, 
sound  as  well  as  characters  move. 

Until  “Fantasia”  opens  at  the  Broad- 
way on  November  13.  and  perhaps  for  some 
time  after,  its  appeal  as  an  out-and-out 
entertainment  offering  may  remain  inde- 
terminate. However,  there  is  available  for 
the  archives  the  purported  motives  that 
set  Disney  out  to  conceive  the  film,  which 
is  probably  as  radical  a departure  from  ac- 
cepted forms  of  film  entertainment  as  can 
be  imagined. 

It  goes  back  about  two  years  when  the 
cartoonist,  imbued  with  the  instincts  of 
Mr.  Average  Man,  wondered  about  how 
something  could  be  done  toward  taking 
the  mystery  out  of  great  music;  how  it 
could  be  made  to  live  with  all  the  lasting 
qualities  of  popularly  accepted  entertain- 
ment without  removing  one  whit  of  genu- 
ine entertainment.  After  all,  he  reasoned, 
if  the  musical  masterpieces  have  endured 
for  so  many  years  these  same  works,  minus 
the  mystery,  might  have  a proportionate 
appeal  to  the  man-in-the-street. 

The  idea  was  explored.  Disney  and  his 


Breen  Is  Silent  on 
Legion  Attack 

Hollywood — Jos.  I.  Breen,  administrator 
of  the  MPPDA's  purity  code,  declares, 
through  a spokesman,  he  has  "no  com- 
ment" to  make  concerning  the  statement 
by  the  Rev.  John  J.  McClafferty,  executive 
secretary  of  the  National  Legion  of 
Decency,  to  the  effect  motion  pictures  are 
slipping  from  their  high  standard  of 
decency  and  morality. 

- < 

staff  of  artists  and  Deems  Taylor,  re- 
nowned authority  on  music,  listened  to 
literally  hundreds  of  comnositions.  It  does 
not  seem  odd  that  as  certain  music  hit  the 
ears  their  owners  envisioned  certain  pic- 
tures: something  of  a reverse  approach  to 
the  customary  sound  track  as  an  adjunct 
to  the  picture.  As  tedious  listening  wore 
on.  it  gave  way  to  stories  and  legends 
which  fini'lly  found  their  way  into  rough 
drawing  forms.  And,  as  the  process  of 
eliminations  wore  on,  there  emerged  on 
film  a popular  interpretation  of  pictures 
inspired  by  great  music. 

Of  course,  great  music  can  be,  and 
often  is,  complicated  mu.sic.  The  iob  at 
hand  was  to  make  great  music  simple:  the 
kind  “that’s  whistled  in  the  street”  which 
may  turn  out  to  be  auite  a iob.  This  par- 
ticular task  was  made  comparatively  easy 
for  Disney  and  his  staff,  it  is  declared, 
because  of  their  experience  wit>i  the  music 
that  accompanied  “Snow  White”  and 
“Pinocchio:”  tunes  from  which  were  cer- 


tainly of  the  whistle-in-the-street  variety. 
Familiar  as  he  was  with  this  aspect  of 
popular  music,  Disney  had  only  to  move 
over  to  Taylor’s  side  of  the  fence  for  a 
fusing  of  the  two  elements.  They’re  sup- 
posed to  have  fused. 

From  that  point  it  was  a matter  of 
selecting  the  right  music.  It  was  decided 
to  produce  a super-short  with  Mickey 
Mouse  in  the  title  role.  ’The  picture  was 
to  be  a pictorial  interpretation  of  Dukas’ 
musical  composition,  “The  Sorcerer’s  Ap- 
prentice.” The  score  was  to  be  conducted 
by  Stokowski.  But,  as  production  pro- 
gressed. it  was  thought  the  subiect  was 
too  interesting  to  be  dismissed  with  a 10- 
minute  short.  It  was  then  decided  to  ex- 
pand the  experiment  into  a full-length 
concert  feature.  The  selections  finally 
chosen,  in  addition  to  Dukas’  work,  were 
Bach’s  “Toccata  and  Fugue  in  D Minor:” 
Tschaikowsky’s  “Nutcracker  Suite:”  Stra- 
vinsky’s “Rite  of  Spring:”  Beethoven’s 
“Sixth  Symphony;”  Ponchielli’s  ballet 
music.  “The  Dance  of  the  Hours;”  Mous- 
sorgsky’s  “Night  on  Bald  Mountain,”  and 
Schubert’s  “Ave  Maria.” 

The  studio  then  dispatched  a crew  of 
technicians  and  studio  musicians  to 
Philadelphia’s  historic  Academy  of  Music 
where  the  business  of  recording  the 
famed  Philadelphia  Orchestra  was  carried 
on  with  the  assistance  of  RCA  engineers. 
Over  420  000  feet  of  music  were  recorded, 
from  which  18.000  were  to  be  selected  for 
the  final  picture.  Stokowski  directed  as 
he  would  ordinarily  and  the  orchestra 
played  with  its  familiar  fire  and  .skill.  But 
there  all  convention  ended.  For  the  music 
h^d  to  be  divided  up  in  such  a way  that 
later  it  could  be  blended  at  will  and  re- 
produced throTiffh  the  reauired  loudspeak- 
ers— wherever  Disney  wanted  to  place  the 
sound. 

Wanted  "Moving"  Sound 

It  seems  Disney  wanted  sound  to  move 
with  all  action  on  the  screen.  If  a bee 
buzzed  into  the  scene  and  circled  around 
the  screen  and  off  again,  Disney  wanted 
the  loudspeakers  to  automatically  cut  on 
and  off  to  follow  its  progress.  Because,  as 
he  argued,  when  he  watched  a bee  buzz 
off  the  screen  in  his  own  cartoons  the 
finality  of  its  disappearance  disturbed  him. 
He  felt  that  it  should  be  possible  to  have 
the  bee  around  even  if  it  weren’t  needed  on 
the  screen  any  longer. 

This  required  that  the  orchestra  be  di- 
vided into  five  sections — strings,  basses, 
woodwinds,  brasses  and  percussions.  Each 
section  was  covered  by  three  microphones 
and  recorded  on  a separate  track.  Also, 
there  were  three  additional  “straight”  re- 
cordings; two  on  film,  one  on  records,  and 
a “beat”  track  giving  the  beat,  entrance 
cues,  etc.,  which  the  cartoonists  used  to 
synchronize  the  action  to  the  music.  Each 
of  these  tracks  could  be  blended  in  any 
way  with  any  other  track  or  combination 
of  tracks,  so  that  actually  any  single  in- 
strument, section  or  the  entire  orchestra 
could  be  heard  from  any  one  point  on  the 
screen.  And  in  the  final  blend,  for  in- 
stance, any  single  instrument’s  loudness 
is  played  up  or  down  depending  upon  what 
purpose  it  fulfills  in  the  finished  produc- 
tion, which,  additionally,  makes  it  pos- 
sible to  be  heard  in  the  theatre  from  any 
desired  loudspeaker.  Promised  result:  You 
can  follow  music  with  eyes  as  well  as  ears 
all  over  the  screen. 

To  “hear  pictures  and  see  music”  may 
still  seem  remote  in  terms  applied  by  ex- 
hibitors to  boxoffice.  Yet  to  Disney  it 
appears  the  natural  thing  to  have  tried  a 
new  medium  of  entertainment.  With 
“Fantasia,”  he  envisions  not  only  un- 
shackling himself  from  the  previous  con- 
fines of  sound,  but  an  elaboration  upon 
accepted  forms  of  animation  and  the  in- 
troduction of  wholly  new  phases  of  anima- 


((  

It^s  the  ”Smellies/'  Mates 

New  York — “Quick,  Henry,  the  Flit,”  is  no  longer  confined  to  the  realm  of  ad 
writing. 

Now  you  can  see  how  it  works,  hear  the  spray  gun  swish  and  smell  the  stuff. 
That  is,  if  the  manufacturers  are  film-minded.  Because  by  employing  the  new  in- 
vention of  Odorated  Talking  Pictures  the  world’s  odors  are  yours  for  the  a'^king.  Of 
course,  there’s  always  the  danger  of  not  asking  for  certain  odors,  but  lust  to  prove  it 
can  be  done  the  sponsors  of  OTP  displayed  their  wares  at  .the  Swiss  Pavilion  at  the 
World’s  Fair. 

Now.  there’s  no  point  rushing  to  conclusions  about  “smellies.”  O’d-timers  say 
some  pictures  don’t  need  a scent  apparatus  to  prolong  the  memory.  But  if  there  are 
to  be  new  frontiers  in  this  flowering  industry,  they  might  just  as  well  be  along 
fragrant  lines.  As  we  see  it,  the  important  thing  is  that  it  is  kept  under  control. 
Noses  are  sensitive  organs  and  footage  that  is  allowed  to  ferment  after  it  is  ripe 
should  remain  in  the  can. 

Of  course  again,  there’s  a terrific  selling  are-ument  in  favor  of  “smellies.”  You 
never  know  when  a producer  miffht  want  to  take  the  audience’s  mind  off  the  plot. 
That’s  the  point  that  kept  running  through  the  mind  as  “My  Dream”  unfolded  in 
this  epochal  demonstration.  The  story  was  terribly  unimportant.  But  the  reasons 
for  sending  waves  of  .scents  audience-ward  were  plentiful.  As  the  romantic  leads  in 
the  importation  embraced,  the  dialogue  leaned  heavilv  toward  perfume.  No  sooner 
had  the  sound  track  finished  its  bu.siness  than  the  smell  track  went  to  work — and.  lo! 
— the  auditorium  was  bathed  in  pungent  tfill  in  name  of  your  favorite  perfume) . 

Other  scent-provoking  chatter  followed.  And  sure  as  taxes  there  was  a .smell  to 
fit  the  occasion.  In  the  interest  of  accuracy,  it  must  be  recorded  they  were  faithful 
to  the  last  sniff.  Such  samplings  as  bacon,  coffee,  lemons,  pine  trees,  peaches  and 
so  forth  created  an  illusion  that  should  defy  the  best  fan-magazine-illusion-breaker- 
downers. 

The  inventor  of  OTP  and  his  assistant  were  on  hand  for  questions.  Hans  E. 
Laube  and  Robert  Barth  were  convincing,  to  say  nothing  about  enthusiastic.  The 
odors  come  from  an  electro-chemical  apparatus  that  are  proiected  in  waves  by  turn- 
ing dials  for  the  desired  effect.  No  liquids  are  used.  Just  batteries,  wires  and  a 
switchboard.  The  potentialities  are  almost  frightening. 

Messrs.  Laube  and  Barth  claim  they  have  more  than  3,000  odors  recorded. 
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It  Worked  With  Erpi,  Anyway 

New  York — Domestic  exhibitors  are  hereby  invited  to  study  a new  approach 
on  appeal  to  a dealer  for  a better  deal.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
there  is  no  assurance  it  will  work.  Proceed  at  your  own  risk,  as  did  the  Oriental 
customer  who  was  a bit  short  on  his  payment  for  a Western  Electric  audiphone, 
and  who  wrote  to  Miles  Goldrick,  Erpi  assistant  general  foreign  manager,  as 
follows: 

“Many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  of  the  24th  inst.  In  reply  I beg  apology 
for  words  which  displeased  and  offended  you.  As  I am  exceedingly  poor  I never 
had  before  invested  so  large  a sum  in  my  life  and  as  such  I was  between  fear  and 
doubt  because  I had  pawned  up  my  entire  ancestral  house  simply  on  your  assurance. 

“Now  I have  been  quite  confident  of  your  writing  and  hope  that  I will  never 
be  put  into  a loss  of  money  or  house  by  you.  Prom  your  celestial  and  pious  spirit 
I still  fervently  hope  you  would  not  mind  the  deficiency  of  the  price  but  show  me 
mercy  by  sending  me  38A  Audiphone  or  even  more  powerful  if  any,  since  I know 
neither  37A  nor  38A  or  any  other  but  you  know  better. 

“Since  I have  no  other  property  left  to  be  mortgaged  or  pawned  but  I can 
afford  a little  more  than  the  price  I have  already  paid  for  37A  say  4/-  or  5/- 
or  so  in  addition  simply  on  your  saying  for  a very  powerful  audiphone  for  my  left 
ear.  If  I still  be  cast  down  of  your  merciful  eyes  I shall  certainly  be  ruined  and 
put  to  loss  of  postal  expenses,  etc.,  worth  for  nothing. 

“Hence  I would  implore  if  still  more  is  required  in  addition  to  the  above 
proposed,  should  you,  therefore,  for  Heavens  sake — pay  from  your  own  pocket  for 
God’s  sake  by  way  of  charity  and  alms  but  don’t  miss  in  giving  me  ears,  other- 
wise I should  be  totally  ruined.” 

p,  s. — Out  of  a “celestial  and  pious  spirit”  Erpi  sent  the  audiphone. 


Film  Man  Tells  of  Life  and 
Death  in  Bomb-Torn  London 


New  York — In  America,  it’s  pre- 
ferred playing  time,  percentage  pic- 
tures, high  film  rentals  and  the  blocks 
of  five. 

In  London,  it’s  something  like  the 
following,  as  reported  to  Roy  O.  Dis- 
ney by  J.  E.  Ricketts,  representative 
there  of  Walt  Disney  Productions: 

“Things  have  been  bad  here  since  the 
intense  air  attacks  began;  but  they  are  not 
nearly  so  bad  as  you  must  imagine  from 
press  reports  and  photos.  Anyone  abroad 
who  sees  photos  of  people  herding  into  the 
underground  railway  in  the  early  after- 
noon to  spend  the  night  and  reads  of  the 
number  of  raids  that  take  place  daily 
must  form  the  impression  that  the  popu- 
lation of  London  leads  a haunted,  fearful 
existence  in  cellars  and  shelters. 

“In  point  of  fact,  during  the  day  time 
not  one  person  in  five  takes  the  slightest 
notice  of  air  raid  warnings.  There  are 
some  people,  of  course,  who  always  go  to 
a shelter  but  the  great  majority  scarcely 
comments  on  the  sirens.  Planes  overhead 
and  gimfire  always  arouse  interest,  but 
even  then  there  is  far  more  curiosity  than 
fear  and  more  people  go  into  the  streets  to 
watch  than  go  below  to  shelter. 

“This  is  because  daylight  raids  on  cen- 
tral London,  so  far,  have  not  been  very 
severe;  it  does  not  mean  that  anyone  is 
indifferent  to  danger  when  it  is  imminent. 
In  fact,  we  are  all  learning  to  duck  with 
agility  when  it  is  necessary.  • 

“A  week  or  two  ago  I was  standing  in 
a queue  in  Victoria  Station  yard  waiting 
for  a bus.  Hundreds  of  us  looked  up  at 
the  same  moment  to  see  a large  German 
bomber  glide  out  of  the  low  rain  clouds 
immediately  overhead.  Suddenly  a 
shrieking  whine  told  us  that  bombs  were 
on  the  way  down  and  on  that  very  instant 
every  single  person  in  sight,  ignoring  the 
pouring  rain  and  drenched  pavements, 
flung  himself  flat  on  the  ground.  It  was 
really  a remarkable  sight — perfect  co- 
ordination; not  one  of  us  hesitated  for  the 
fraction  of  a second.  But  there  was  no 


trace  of  panic  and  a few  minutes  later  men 
and  women  were  moving  off  on  their  busi- 
ness, muddy  but  undisturbed.  (The  bombs 
fell  on  Buckingham  Palace,  400  yards 
away,  as  you  have  read) . 

“Things  are  a good  deal  more  unpleas- 
ant at  night.  Nobody  can  pretend  to  be 
indifferent  to  the  incessant  drone  of  bomb- 
ers hurrying  overhead.  But  although 
thousands  of  people  spend  the  night  under- 
ground there  are  still  tens  of  thousands 
of  families  who  refuse  to  budge  and  spend 
their  nights  in  comfort  in  their  own  beds 
in  their  homes,  taking  a chance  on  any- 
thing that  might  come  down. 

“You  may  perhaps  be  interested  in  the 
experiences  we  have  had  in  my  own  home. 
Not  as  being  anything  extraordinary,  but 
as  being  typical.  Some  districts  have  had 
less  bombing,  others  have  had  a good 
deal  more,  but  our  experiences  are  prob- 
ably a fair  representation  of  what  the 
average  Londoner  has  had  in  the  past  few 
weeks. 

“On  some  nights  nothing  is  dropped 
nearby  and  we  sleep  (beds  on  the  ground 
floor),  undisturbed  except  for  the  barrage. 
Then  there  may  be  a bad  period  with  the 
house  frequently  rocked  by  explosions.  In 
24  hours  once  we  had  four  bombs  within 
150  yards  of  the  house.  Twice  in  the  eve- 
ning windows  have  been  smashed  by  blast. 
Twice,  at  breakfast  the  house  has  been 
violently  shaken  by  the  explosion  of  de- 
layed-action bombs  dropped  nearby  dur- 
ing the  night;  on  each  occasion  the  explo- 
sion was  followed  by  the  long  drawn  out 
crash  of  the  descending  rubble,  debris  and 
soil,  and  chalk-dust  from  the  deep  craters 
thickly  covered  our  house  and  all  vegeta- 
tion in  the  garden.  On  four  different 
nights  the  scream  of  the  descending  bomb 
has  terminated  in  the  spattering  explo- 
sion of  the  ‘Molotov  Breadbasket’;  these 
remarkable  things  scatter  incendiary  bombs 
in  scores  and  seem  sometimes  to  cover  a 
whole  square  mile  with  flaring  magnesium 
light;  but  although  they  look  very  impos- 
ing they  do  little  damage  because  the 
bombs  are  easily  dealt  with  if  tackled  im- 


mediately and  95  per  cent  of  them  fall  on 
roads,  gardens  or  open  ground  where  they 
are  harmless. 

“I  was  out  at  midnight  a fortnight  ago 
to  see  the  effect  of  a mixed  bag  of  in- 
cendiaries, high  explosive  and  time  bombs 
that  had  been  released  overhead.  After 
helping  to  get  furniture  out  of  a house  that 
was  threatened  by  a nearby  blaze  I found 
that  another  house,  80  yards  from  our 
own,  had  suffered  a direct  hit.  Four  peo- 
ple were  buried  in  the  debris  and  the  res- 
cue parties  were  getting  them  away.  By 
a miracle  only  one  was  killed;  the  injuries 
of  the  others  were  not  very  serious. 

“All  this  represents  a fair  sample  of  the 
experiences  of  the  average  Londoner  dur- 
ing the  past  month.  It  is  not  pleasant, 
but  it  is  certainly  far  from  devastating.  We 
eat  well  and,  usually,  sleep  well.  Apart 
from  the  fact  that  few  people  move  about 
after  dark,  except  when  necessary,  life 
is  not  so  very  different  under  bombard- 
ment. 

“It  is  astonishing  how  few  people  are 
killed,  and  how  far  less  terrible  are  the  ef- 
fects of  the  bombings  than  had  been  ex- 
pected. People  were  severely  stunned  by 
the  first  few  days  of  the  air  blitzkrieg.  At 
night  the  racket  of  the  bombs  and  the  red 
glare  of  fires  hanging  over  the  city  gave 
the  impression  that  London  would  soon 
be  in  ruins.  Nearly  all  the  railway  lines 
were  badly  dislocated  at  the  same  time. 
Gas,  water,  electricity,  telephones  were  cut 
off  in  many  districts.  Whole  districts  were 
cordonned  off  on  account  of  unexploded 
time  bombs.  Mails  were  late,  business  dis- 
organized. 

“But  now  the  shock  has  worn  off  and 
we  realize  that  things  are  not  so  bad.  In 
the  aggregate,  the  damage  to  London  must 
be  staggering,  but  spread  over  the  whole 
city  it  appears  trifling  compared  with  Lon- 
don’s immensity.  Against  every  badly 
damaged  building  there  are  hundreds  that 
stand  intact.  Although  the  journey  to 
town  was  a daily  adventure  for  awhile  we 
always  managed  to  arrive  somehow  or 
other;  the  lines  were  soon  patched  up  and 
now  rail  services  are  nearly  normal  again. 
Gas  and  water  mains  are  repaired  speedily 
and  local  authorities  do  marvels  in  the 
rapid  alleviation  of  hardship  and  incon- 
venience. All  in  all,  we  have  come  to 
realize  that,  in  spite  of  the  air  blitzkrieg, 
it  is  still  possible  to  lead  an  existence  in 
London  that  is  reasonably  near  normal.” 


"Fantasia"  Started  as 
Disney  Short  Subject 

(Continued  from  page  10) 
tion,  for  “Fantasia”  boasts  oils,  water  col- 
ors and  pastels. 

In  a phrase,  Disney  has  sought  to  ex- 
pand his  technique  to  the  point  where 
persons  in  all  walks  of  life  can  see  as 
well  as  hear  new  forms  of  pictorial  expres- 
sion. The  persons  in  all  walks  of  life  in- 
clude the  industry.  It  is  Disney’s  hope  his 
new  venture  will  make  possible  a new  pat- 
tern; a new  “format”  in  film  entertain- 
ment, and  that  the  further  exploration  of 
the  potentialities  of  “Fantasound” — which 
is  the  name  he  has  applied  to  the  tech- 
nique— will  induce  a further  development 
of  directional,  dimensional  sound  in  all 
pictures. 

Time,  of  course,  will  tell. 


New  Weeks  Story 

Hollywood — George  W.  Weeks,  former 
Monogram  general  sales  manager,  has  pur- 
chased “Gun  Smoke  Valley,”  an  original  by 
Oliver  Drake,  to  be  filmed  as  one  of  the 
Range  Buster  series  to  star  Ray  Corrigan. 
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starring 


' with 

WILLIAM  HOLDEN 

WARREN  WILLIAM  • PORTER  HALL 

and  a cast  af  thousands 

Based  on  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  seriol  and  novel  by  Clarence  Budington  Kelland 

Screen  play  by  Claude  Binyon  • Directed  by  WESLEY  RUGGLE 
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Just  Like  the  Greeks 

New  York — If  the  Greeks  have  a word  for  it,  so  has  William  F.  Rodgers. 

"Swell"  is  the  word  he  uses  to  describe  the  11  new  M-G-M  productions  he  looked 
at  on  the  coast,  which  he  states  was  the  primary  reason  for  his  trip.  Asked  if  any  of 
the  films  might  call  for  a price  treatment  similar  to  that  of  "Boom  Town,"  the  gen- 
eral sales  manager  said  the  topic  had  not  been  discussed.  Neither  did  he  see  any 
evidence  of  cutting  the  1941-42  program,  numerically,  he  added. 

Rodgers  was  enthusiastic  over  exhibitor  reaction  to  the  meetings  he  has  ar- 
ranged to  discuss  with  them  "the  benefit  of  the  information  I am  able  to  pick  up 
concerning  conditions  around  the  country  and  what  they  can  expect  from  our  com- 
pany." The  policy  of  such  sessions  will  be  continued  wherever  practicable  so  that 
Rodgers  may  meet  many  of  the  exhibitors  in  one  group  that  he  seldom  sees  in  the 
course  of  his  duties,  he  said. 

As  is  the  usual  custom,  the  company  will  hold  a few  branch  managers'  meetings 
late  in  December. 


V.' — 

La  Crosse  Anti-Trust  Suit 
Under  Way  in  Madison 

Madison.  Wis. — Following  opening  state- 
ments in  the  La  Crosse  Theatres  $1,050,000 
anti-trust  action  against  Paramount.  UA, 
20th-Fox.  Minnesota  Amusement  and  Wel- 
worth  Theatres,  counsel  for  the  plaintiff 
called  Eddie  Ruben  of  the  Welworth  as  its 
first  witness.  Second  witness  for  the  com- 
plainant was  J.  J.  Friedl,  Minnesota 
Amusement.  The  trial  is  before  a jury  of 
11  men  and  one  woman,  and  one  alter- 
nate. 

Robert  Hess  of  Milwaukee  is  counsel  for 
the  plaintiff,  v/hile  Harold  M.  Wilkie  and 
David  V.  W.  Beckwith,  Milwaukee  counsel, 
are  representing  the  defendants.  In  ad- 
dition, Louis  Phillins  of  the  Paramount 
home  office  and  Fred  Pride  of  Dwisrht, 
Harris,  Koegel  & Caskey,  for  20th-Fox, 
have  come  on  from  New  York  for  the 
trial.  Mulermack  & Fairchild  are  local 
counsel  for  UA. 

La  Crosse  has  operated  in  La  Crosse 
since  1919  and  operates  the  Riviera.  Rivoli, 
Strand,  Wisconsin  and  Biiou,  the  latter 
now  dark.  Welworth  operates  the  Fifth 
Avenue  and  Hollywood. 


Rathner  Schedules  Seven 
For  Early  P-R-C  Release 

Hollywood — Harry  Rathner,  president 
of  Producers  Releasing  Corp.,  has  sched- 
uled seven  pictures  for  release  during  De- 
cember, 1940,  and  January,  1941. 

Production  will  be  handled  by  five  unit 
chiefs:  Guy  Thayer,  Jed  Buell,  Sigmund 
Neufeld,  T.  H.  Richmond  and  E.  B.  Derr. 

To  be  starred  in  P-R-C’s  forthcoming 
releases  will  be  Bela  Lugosi,  Henry  Ar- 
metta.  Bob  Steele  and  George  Houston. 

A comedy  for  Jed  Buell’s  production  has 
been  written  by  C.  E.  Sabin  and  Vernon 
Smith,  and  the  Armetta  starrer  is  a com- 
edy drama  by  Sherman  Lowe  and  James 
Cosgriff.  Edward  Bennett  has  penned  a 
melodrama  for  Derr. 

Rathner  has  returned  to  New  York 
after  okaying  PRC’s  lineup,  which 
includes  ‘‘The  Devil  Bat,”  ‘‘Billy  the  Kid’s 
Gun  Justice,”  “Misbehaving  Husbands,” 
“Never  Say  No,”  “You  Betcha  My  Life,” 
“The  Lone  Rider”  and  “Secret  Evidence.” 
Production  will  be  divided  between  the 
Talisman  and  Fine  Arts  studios. 


Astor  Business  Climbs 

New  York — For  the  six  months  ended 
October  31,  Astor  Pictures  reports  business 
one  third  ahead  of  last  year  at  the  same 
time.  Anticipation,  according  to  R.  M. 
Savini,  president,  is  that  the  current  year 
will  show  a 50  per  cent  increase  over  1939. 


J 

Schenck  Again  Reiuses 
New  Metro  Radio  Show 

New  York — Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  presi- 
dent of  Loew’s  and  M-G-M,  again  has 
tabooed  any  idea  of  the  studio  forces  par- 
ticipating in  the  production  of  a new  air 
show.  Within  the  past  week  a sponsor 
who  had  been  interested  in  a new  M-G-M 
radio  program  was  turned  down  by  the 
Loew  chief  executive.  Schenck  has  main- 
tained for  some  time  he  wants  nothing 
to  do  with  an  air  show  which  was  against 
the  best  interests  of  the  exhibitors. 


Nicholas  Schenck  Flies 
East  After  Coast  Visit 
New  York — Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  presi- 
dent of  Loew’s  and  M-G-M.  returned  from 
the  coast  Monday  by  air  after  his  shortest 
visit  to  the  studios.  He  was  in  Hollywood 
exactly  four  days  during  which  he  con- 
ferred with  executives  of  productions  to  go 
into  work  the  next  few  months.  Shortly 
after  Christmas,  Schenck  will  head  for  his 
winter  home  in  Miami  Beach.  He  usually 
leaves  about  December  28  with  his  family. 


Indep't  Poster  Renters 
Association  Planned 

Chicago — A new  association  of  indepen- 
dent poster  renters  will  be  organized  here 
next  month,  according  to  Jack  Judd,  presi- 
dent of  the  Jack  Judd  Theatre  Poster  Ser- 
vice of  Pittsburgh.  Representatives  of  sev- 
eral printing  companies  will  meet  with  the 
poster  renters  in  the  Congress  Hotel  here 
December  9 and  10. 

Among  those  who  have  signified  their 
intention  of  attending  the  organization 
meeting  are  W.  H.  Cobb,  Exhibitors  Pos- 
ter Exchange,  New  Orleans;  E.  J.  Martt, 
St.  Louis  Movie  Poster  Service,  St.  Louis, 
and  S.  Vogelstein,  Baltimore  Poster  Com- 
pany, Baltimore,  according  to  Judd,  and 
also  expected  are  Buddy  Harris,  Poster 
Exchange,  Dallas;  G.  Notarianni,  Exhibi- 
tors Poster  Service,  Denver,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  Behrend  Motion  Picture  Sup- 
ply Company,  New  York;  United  Advertis- 
ing Display,  Inc.,  Los  Angeles,  and  others. 


Pascal  Due  Soon 

New  York — Gabriel  Pascal  is  due  here 
from  London  about  December  15,  accord- 
ing to  UA,  which  states  Pascal  advises  he 
has  begun  editing  and  cutting  of  “Major 
Barbara.”  Pascal  is  scheduled  to  return 
to  England  next  January  to  film  two  other 
George  Bernard  Shaw  plays,  “St.  Joan” 
and  “The  Devil’s  Disciple,”  also  to  be  re- 
leased by  UA. 


(Continued  from  page  8) 
get  me  wrong.  I love  Holly- 
wood." 

Worth  the  reprinting,  too,  is  an- 
other from  Skolsky: 

"A  producer  summoned  a 
writer  to  his  office,  handed  him 
back  a scenario  he  had  writ- 
ten and  said,  'I  don't  like  it.  I 
think  it's  terrible.'  , 

"The  writer  took  the  script 
and  asked,  'Why?' 

"The  producer  replied,  'Do  1 
have  to  explain  everything?'  " 


In  this  issue  . . . 


SPACE  VALUE:  “How  a National  Adver- 
tiser Would  Evaluate  Theatre  Frontage” 


INDEPENDENCE : “Independent  Theatre 
Operation  Again  Asserts  Its  Self-Re- 
liance” 

* 

SERVICE:  “Don’t  Serve  Us  Pictures  on  a 
Cold  Platter — Our  Plea” 


COMFORTIZING:  “Chicago  Theatre  Adds 
Comfort  and  Capitalizes  an  fnvestment” 


WEATHER:  “Comes  Winter — With  Its 
Host  of  Heavy  Problems” 


OBITUARY:  “Passing  of  ‘Old  Man  Low’ 
Inspires  a Rare  Publicity  Plot” 


PLANNING:  “Another  Smart  Example  of 
Small-Town  Theatre  Planning” 


DRAMATIZING:  “Color  as  a Dramatic 
Element  Is  a Direct  Aid  to  Advertising” 


SANITATION : “Simple  Aids  to  Advertis- 
ing in  Theatre  Ante  Rooms” 


DISPLAY:  “Boost  Holiday  Business  With 
Yuletide  Lighting  Effects” 

. . start  reading  on  page  25 
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"No  Permanenl  Stay 
Looking  to  Future" 


Sees  "Protection"  for 
"Existing  Monopoly" 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

not  disposed  of  by  administrative  action  prior 
to  May  27,  1935,  or  a complaint  in  writing  to  the 
department  of  justice  are  considered  to  be  “de- 
mands in  writing”);  or 

(d)  Complainant  operated  his  theatre  at  least 
one  year  prior  to  the  entry  of  the  decree,  and 
subsequent  to  July  20,  1935,  and  prior  to  July  20, 
1940,  a prior  operator  of  the  theatre  demanded 
in  writing  features  from  the  respondent  distribu- 
tor on  the  same  run  as  or  an  earlier  run  than 
that  enjoyed  by  the  circuit  theatre  (or  filed  a 
complaint  with  N.  R.  A.  or  the  department  of 
justice);  and 

6.  Such  refusal  to  license  comp-lainant  was  in 
fact  because  the  theatre  licensed  to  exhibit  them 
on  the  run  requested  was  a circuit  theatre. 

In  considering  such  a complaint  the  arbitrator 
shall  take  into  consideration  the  following  factors, 
among  others:  (a)  The  terms,  if  any,  offered  in 
respect  of  each  of  the  two  competing  theatres; 

(b)  the  seating  capacity  of  each  of  said  theatres; 

(c)  the  capacity  of  each  for  producing  revenue 
for  the  distributor;  (d)  the  character,  appearance 
and  condition  of  each,  including  its  furnishings, 
equipment  and  conveniences;  (e)  the  location  of 
each  of  said  theatres;  (f)  the  character  and 
extent  of  the  area  and  population  each  serves; 
(g)  competitive  conditions  in  the  area  in  which 
they  are  located;  (h)  their  suitability  for  ex- 
hibition of  the  distributor’s  features  on  the  run 
requested;  (i)  the  character  and  ability  of  the 
exhibitor  operating  each  and  his  reputation  gen- 
erally in  the  industry  and  in  the  community  for 
showmanship,  honesty  and  fair  dealing;  (j)  the 
policy  under  which  each  of  the  theatres  has  been 
operated  and  the  policy  under  which  the  com- 
plainant proposes  to  operate  his  theatre  if  he  ob- 
tains the  desired  run;  (k)  the  financial  respon- 
sibility of  the  exhibitor  operating  each  of  the 
theatres;  and  the  distributor’s  prior  relations  with 
each  of  the  two  theatres  and  with  their  owners 
and  operators  and  any  equities  arising  therefrom. 

By  carefully  noting  the  “ands”  and  “ors,”  which 
I have  emphasized,  in  connection  with  the  find- 
ings that  must  be  made  by  the  arbitrator,  an 
exhibitor  can  determine  whether  he  is  eligible  to 
bring  such  a proceeding;  by  carefully  studying 
the  factors  on  which  the  arbitrator  will  make  his 
decision  he  can  form  an  estimate  as  to  his  chances 
of  success.  The  obvious  purpose  of  the  section  is 
to  adjust  the  complaints  that  gave  rise  to  the 
suit  without  offering  any  encouragement  to  other 
exhibitors  similarly  situated  who  did  not  give 
vent  to  their  complaints.  The  limitation  that  the 
section  shall  only  apply  to  theatres  in  existence 
when  the  decree  is  signed,  or  which  are  replace- 
ments of  such  theatres,  shows  a purpose  to  freeze 
conditions  as  they  will  exist  when  Uiese  past 
grievances  have  been  adjusted.  Unlike  most  anti- 
trust decrees  there  are  no  permanent  injunc- 
tions looking  to  the  future. 

If  the  arbitrator  finds  for  the  complainant, 
he  will  enter  an  order  prohibiting  the  distributor 
from  licensing  its  features  on  the  run  in  question 
in  either  house  otherwise  than  by  a separate  con- 
tract which  shall  not  be  a part  of  any  circuit  deal. 
After  a final  award  in  favor  of  the  complainant, 
such  exhibitor  may  institute  another  arbitration 
proceeding  on  the  ground  that  the  award  has  not 
been  complied  with  in  good  faith;  and  if  the 
arbitrator  finds  that  it  has  not,  he  may  award 
the  complainant  compensatory  damages. 

If  one  takes  a fine  sight  on  the  remedy  thus 
provided,  It  will  be  found  as  leaky  as  a sieve; 
but  the  arbitrator  will  be  wholly  impartial,  with 
no  axe  to  grind,  and  it  would  be  astonishing  if 
he  would  induge  the  distributor’s  good  faith  if, 
after  a strong  showing  by  the  complainant  he 
still  could  not  secure  the  pictures. 

Further  Acquisitions  of  Theatres 

The  main  object  of  the  suit  was  to  compel  the 
distributors  to  divorce  themselves  from  their  the- 
atre holdings. 

The  proposed  decree  marks  a complete  reces- 
sion by  the  department  from  the  position  taken 
by  It  in  the  pleadings  in  the  case,  in  the  press 
release  accompanying  the  filing  of  the  case,  in 
the  press  reiease  dated  December  20,  1939,  refut- 
ing rumors  that  the  case  wouid  never  come  to 
trial  and  in  the  statement  made  by  Assistant 
Attorney  Generai  Thurman  Arnold  before  a sub- 
committee of  the  senate  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary last  May  at  a hearing  on  Senator  Neely's 
bill  to  separate  the  production  and  distribution 
of  motion  pictures  from  the  exhibition  thereof. 

Exhibitors  do  not  now  know  what  infiuence  in- 
tervened in  the  department  of  justice  and  brought 
about  this  abrupt  change  of  front.  Gossip  natu- 
rally centers  about  prominent  personages  in  the 
administration  who  are  directiy  or  indirecty  in- 
terested in  the  motion  picture  industry.  But 
speculation  along  this  line  will  not  settle  imme- 
diate problems.  It  sinister  influence  was  exerted, 
the  facts  will  eventually  come  to  light,  as  they 


Hints  "Iniluence"  on 
Divorcement  Change 

Washington — In  discussing  "the  com- 
plete recession  by  the  department  (oi 
justice}"  on  theatre  divorcement,  Abram 
F.  Myers,  in  his  decree  analysis,  strong- 
ly suggests  influence  was  brought  to 
bear. 

"Exhibitors  do  not  now  know  what  in- 
fluence intervened  . . . and  brought  about 
this  abrupt  change  of  front.  Gossip 
naturally  centers  about  prominent  per- 
sonages in  the  administration  who  are 
directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the 
motion  picture  industry,"  he  observes. 

always  du.  it  no  such  influence  was  exerted,  then 
unfounded  charges  will  do  more  harm  than  good. 
For  the  time  being,  opposition  to  the  decree 
must  be  confined  to  its  lack  of  merit  as  a docu- 
ment; it  can  not  go  to  the  motives  of  those  who 
have  framed  and  are  offering  it. 

Under  this  section  of  the  decree  the  consent- 
ing defendants,  for  a period  of  three  years,  will 
notify  the  department  of  justice  of  any  legally 
binding  commitments  made  by  them  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  additional  theatres.  The  decree  speci- 
fies the  information  to  be  included  in  the  reports 
and  the  department  is  authorized  to  request  such 
further  intormation  as  it  desires.  All  such  in- 
formation will  be  confidential  except  in  case  of 
court  proceedings. 

For  a period  of  three  years  no  consenting  de- 
fendant may  “enter  upon  a general  program  of 
expanding  its  theatre  holdings”  but  this  shall  not 
be  construed  to  “prevent  any  defendant  from 
acquiring  theatres  or  interests  therein  to  pro- 
tect its  investment  or  its  competitive  position  or 
lor  ordinary  purijoses  of  its  business.*’  Had  it  not 
been  tor  the  clause  here  emphasized,  the  stand- 
still would  have  been  similar  to  that  under  a tem- 
porary injunction,  with  freedom  of  action  only 
to  protect  existing  property  rights  pending  final 
outcome  of  the  case.  But  the  addition  of  this 
clause  robs  the  section  of  all  force,  renders  the 
section  so  vague  that  it  can  not  be  enforced  and 
marks  a capitulation  by  the  department  of  jus- 
tice as  astonishing’  as  it  is  complete. 

The  section  goes  on  to  provide  that  proceed- 
ings based  on  a violation  thereof  shall  be  by 
way  of  application  to  the  court  for  injunctive 
relief  “which  shall  be  limited  to  restraining  the 
acquisition,  or  ordering  the  divestiture  of  thea- 
tres or  interests  therein,  if  any,  about  to  be  ac- 
quired, or  acquired,  in  violation  of  the  section.” 
That  is  to  say,  if  the  government  can  sustain 
the  seemingly  impossible  burden  of  showing  that 
such  theatres  were  a part  of  a general  program 
of  expansion  and  not  merely  acquired  for  ordi- 
nary purposes  of  business. 

Another  section  (XXI)  recites  that  the  govern- 
ment has  represented  to  the  court  that  “the  pub- 
lic interest  requires”  that  the  provisions  of  this 
decree  (except  for  the  provisions  in  reference  to 
trade  showings  and  selling  in  groups  of  five)  shall 
operate  for  a trial  period  of  three  years.  There- 
fore, the  decree  is  to  be  entered  upon  the  con- 
dition that  the  government  will  not  seek  theatre 
divorcement  as  prayed  in  the  complaint,  or  seek 
to  dissolve  or  break  up  any  of  the  affiliated  cir- 
cuits, until  three  years  have  elapsed.  This  pro- 
vision may  have  a restraining  influence  on  the 
defendant  distributors  during  the  three-year  test 
period.  They  still  will  have  the  threat  of  di- 
vorcement hanging  over  their  heads.  If,  in  the 
meantime,  they  continue  their  abuses,  oppressions 
and  depredations  they  will  chalk  up  a record  that 
should  insure  further  proceedings  for  divorce- 
ment unless,  in  the  meantime,  all  witnesses  have 
died  or  been  bought  off  or  the  defendants  retain 
sufficient  influence  with  the  department  of  jus- 
tice to  enabl#»  them  to  go  scot  free. 

Escape  Clause 

The  escape  clause  applies  to  the  sections  re- 
lating to  trade  showings  and  selling  in  groups  of 
five.  While  it  is  an  amazing  provision  to  be 
found  in  an  anti-trust  decree,  since  it  involves  a 
principle  directly  opposed  to  the  anti-trust  law, 
it  should  afford  some  measure  of  comfort  to  the 
opponents  of  the  five-group  system.  It  insures 
that  this  method  or  selling  will  last  for  only  one 
year. 

It  provides — 

(a)  (b)  If  by  June  1,  1942,  a decree  shall  not 
have  been  entered  against  the  non-consenting  de- 
fendants (Columbia,  United  Artists  and  Universal), 
requiring  them  to  trade  show  their  pictures  and 
to  sell  in  groups  of  five,  then  such  requirement 
shall  be  inoperative  as  to  the  consenting  defend- 
ants (Paramount,  M-G-M,  Warner  Bros.,  20th 
Century-Fox  and  RKO)  except  with  respect  to 
licenses  entered  into  prior  to  September  1,  1942, 
covering  features  released  prior  to  such  date  and 
subsequent  to  August  31,  1941. 

(c)  (d)  If  prior  to  June  1,  1942,  a decree  shall 
have  been  entered  against  the  non-consenting  de- 


fendants with  respect  to  trade  showing  pictures 
or  selling  in  groups  of  five,  and  the  provisions  of 
such  decree  are  more  favorable  to  the  distributors 
than  the  similar  provisions  of  this  decree,  the 
consenting  defendants  may  at  their  election  be 
relieved  from  the  provisions  of  the  constant  de- 
cree and  become  subject  to  the  more  moderate 
provisions  of  the  new  decree. 

(e)  In  case  of  a decree  against  the  non-con- 
senting defendants  on  the  subjects  mentioned  prior 
to  July  1,  1942,  and  an  appeal  therefrom  by  such 
non-consenting  defendants,  which  appeal  shall 
have  the  effect  to  suspend  the  operation  of  said 
decree  pending  the  outcome  thereof,  then  opera- 
tion of  the  consent  decree  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  trade  showings  and  group  selling  shall  also 
be  suspended  unless  and  until  such  decree  shall 
have  become  final  and  binding  on  the  non-con- 
senting defendants.  After  such  decree  has  be- 
conie  final,  the  consenting  defendants  shall  have 
the  same  right  of  election  as  in  (c)  and  (d). 

(f)  If  at  any  time  congress  passes  legislation 
on  the  subject  of  trade  siiowings  or  group  sell- 
ing, the  consenting  defendants  may  apply  to  the 
court  to  be  relieved  from  the  provisions  of  the 
consent  decree  on  these  subjects. 

(g)  At  any  time  alter  September  1,  1943,  any 
consenting  defendant  may  move  to  vacate  the  then 
effective  provisions  of  the  consent  decree  relat- 
ing to  trade  showings  and  group  selling  by  filing 
an  application  under  oath  stating  that  during  any 
consecutive  12-month  period  either  (1)  distribu- 
tors of  motion  pictures  have  licensed  25  per  cent 
or  more  of  the  features  released  for  exhibition  in 
the  United  States  free  from  the  requirements  of 
the  consent  decree,  or  (2)  12V2  per  cent  or  more 
of  the  total  gross  income  from  licenses  for  mo- 
tion pictures  in  the  United  States  (excluding 
states  rights  exchanges)  has  been  derived  from 
pictures  licensed  otherwise  than  as  required  by 
the  consent  decree. 

Upon  such  application  the  court  shall  enter  an 
order  relieving  the  consenting  defendants  of  the 
requirements  unless  within  GO  days  the  govern- 
ment (which  alone  will  have  all  the  figures) 
shall  establish  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court 
that  during  such  12-month  period  less  than  12^ 
per  cent  of  the  gross  income  from  film  licenses 
(excluding  states  rights)  has  been  derived  from 
pictures  licensed  otherwise  than  as  required  by 
the  decree. 

(h)  At  any  time  after  September  1,  1942,  any 
consenting  defendant  may  apply  to  be  relieved 
upon  a showing,  satisfactory  to  the  court,  that 
subsequent  to  that  date  and  by  reason  of  the 
competition  of  persons  not  selling  exclusively  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  decree, 
compliance  therewith  by  the  consenting  defend- 
ant has  substantially  and  adversely  affected  the 
applicant’s  business. 

The  amazing  thing  about  (g)  and  (h)  is  that 
they  are  not  restricted  to  the  competition  of  the 
non-consenting  defendants,  they  may  be  brought 
into  operation  by  the  competition  of  new  pro- 
ducers and  distributors  entering  the  field.  One 
might  have  supposed  that  the  purpose  of  the 
Sherman  law  was  to  foster  new  competition;  but 
by  these  provisions  the  government  engages  to 
protect  the  existing  monopoly.  This  is  a strange 
principle  in  the  enforcement  of  the  anti-trust 
law  and  discussion  concerning  it  will  not  end  with 
the  entry  of  the  decree.  However,  they  insure 
that  the  selling  methods  set  up  in  the  decree  will 
last  for  only  one  season — just  long  enough  to 
tide  over  the  possibility  of  enactment  of  the 
Neely  bill. 

Of  course,  if  the  administration  should  now 
actively  support  legislation  on  the  subject  of 
compulsory  block  booking  and  blind  selling,  the 
industry — producers,  distributors  and  exhibitors 
alike — may  have  to  choose  as  between  the  sys- 
tem set  up  in  the  decree  and  the  Neely  bill. 

Additional  Protective  Provisions 

Many  provisions  of  the  consent  decree  are  aimed 
at  protecting  the  existing  rights  or  privileges  of 
the  consenting  defendants,  viz: 

(a)  The  decree  shall  not  relate  to  operations  and 
activities  of  the  consenting  defendants  outside  of 
continental  United  States. 

(b)  It  shall  not  affect  the  right  of  a consenting 
defendant,  prior  to  general  release,  to  roadshow  a 
picture  or  to  arrange  for  such  roadshowing  upon 
such  terms  as  it  may  see  fit. 

(c)  The  decree  shall  not  apply  to  any  franchise 
signed  prior  to  June  6,  1940  (when  the  negoti- 
ations were  begun),  or  to  any  license  made  pur- 
suant to  such  franchise,  except  as  to  the  arbi- 
tration of  clearance  as  hereinabove  explained. 

The  ambiguity  in  the  draft  of  October  18  in  ref- 
erence to  exemptions  from  the  decree  has  been 
eliminated  but  the  several  provisions  on  the  sub- 
ject are  confusing.  To  clear  this  up,  all  fran- 
chises signed  prior  to  June  6 are  exempted  ex- 
cept that  franchises  between  one  distributor  and 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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Decree  "Immunity" 
"Amazes"  Myers 

(Continued  from  page  17) 

the  affiliated  theatres  of  another  are  subject  to 
the  provision  relating  to  clearance.  All  contracts 
and  franchises  between  a distributor  and  its  own 
affiliated  theatres  are  exempted. 

The  favoritism,  preferences  and  discriminations 
which  the  government  alleged  in  its  complaint  are 
practiced  by  the  “Big  8“  in  favor  of  one  an- 
other’s theatres  are  embodied  in  these  sacrosanct 
franchises.  The  department  of  justice  will  never 
be  able  to  explain  its  action  in  immunizing  these 
franchises  under  the  decree. 

(d)  No  consenting  defendant  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  violated  any  provision  of  the  decree,  if  arbi- 
tration is  provided,  unless  it  refuses  to  arbitrate 
or  to  abide  by  the  award. 

(e)  The  decree  shall  not  limit,  impair  or  re- 
strict the  right  of  each  consenting  distributor  to 
license  pictures  on  any  terms  it  sees  fit  (1)  in 
any  theatre  in  the  ownership,  lease,  management, 
or  in  the  proceeds  or  profits  of  the  management 
or  operation  of  which,  it  directly  or  indirectly,  by 
stock  ownership  or  otherwise,  owns  a financial 
interest  at  the  time  of  the  decree  and  also  at  the 
time  of  such  license,  and  (2)  in  any  theatre  in 
the  ownership,  lease,  management  or  operation, 
or  in  the  proceeds  or  profits  from  management  or 
operation  of  which,  such  defendant  acquires  after 
the  date  of  decree  and  owns  at  the  time  of  such 
license,  directly  or  indirectly  a financial  interest 
of  not  less  than  50  per  cent  and  (3)  in  any  the- 
atre in  the  ownership,  lease,  management  and 
operation  of  which  a company  in  which  such 
defendant  owned  not  less  than  42  per  cent  of  the 
common  stock  at  the  date  of  the  decree  and  at 
the  time  of  the  license,  acquires  after  the  date 
of  the  decree  and  owns  at  the  time  of  the  license, 
directly  or  indirectly,  a financial  interest  of  not 
less  than  50  per  cent. 

To  recapitulate,  immunity  under  the  decree  is 
given  to  all  licenses  by  a distributor  to  a theatre 
in  which  it  at  the  time  of  the  decree  and  on 
the  date  of  the  license  owns  a financial  interest 
regardless  of  the  amount.  Similar  immunity  is 
given  licenses  to  after-acquired  theatres  provided 
the  interest  of  the  distributor  therein  is  not  less 
than  50  per  cent.  And,  finally,  immunity  is  given 
licenses  to  after-acquired  theatres  operated  by  a 
subsidiary  of  a distributor  provided  that,  at  the 
date  of  the  decree  and  of  the  license  (a)  the 
distributor  has  not  less  than  a 42  per  cent  in- 
terest in  the  theatre  and  (b)  after  the  date  of 
the  decree  and  at  the  time  of  the  license  such 
subsidiary  owns  a 50  per  cent  interest  in  such 
theatre.  In  a word,  all  licenses  by  a distributor 
with  its  existing  affiliated  theatres  are  exempted; 
with  respect  to  after-acquired  theatres,  in  order 
for  their  licenses  to  be  exempt,  the  distributor 
must  have  a 50  per  cent  interest  in  such  theatre 
or  a 42  per  cent  interest  in  a subsidiary  which 
itself  has  a 50  per  cent  interest  in  the  theatre. 

Bear  in  mind  that  this  exemption  applies  only 
to  licenses  or  franchises  between  one  consenting 
distributor  and  its  affiliated  theatres;  it  does  not 
apply  to  licenses  or  franchises  between  such  con- 
senting distributor  and  the  affiliated  theatres  of 
another  consenting  distributor. 

The  apparent  reason  for  these  exemptions  is  the 
peculiar  view  taken  by  government  attorneys  (pe- 
culiar in  view  of  the  charges  of  combination  and 
conspiracy  set  forth  in  the  bill  of  complaint) 
that  a particular  distributor  may  not  only  operate 
theatres  for  the  exhibition  of  its  own  pictures,  but 
may  license  such  pictures  to  its  own  theatres  on 
whatever  terms  it  pleases. 

(f)  Except  as  otherwise  provided  in  the  decree, 
nothing  shall  be  construed  to  limit  the  right  of 
any  distributor  to  select  its  own  customers,  to 
bargain  with  them  according  to  law  and  to  li- 
cense pictures  on  any  terms  it  sees  fit. 

(g)  The  provisions  in  reference  to  trade  show- 
ings and  group  selling,  in  reference  to  licensing 
within  the  exchange  district,  and  in  reference  to 
discriminating  against  independent  exhibitors, 
shall  have  application  ony  to  features  released 
in  the  United  States  after  August  31,  1941. 

Policing  of  the  Decree 

To  secure  compliance  with  the  decree,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  department  of  justice  shall  have 
access  to  all  books,  ledgers,  accounts,  correspon- 
dence, memoranda  and  other  records  and  docu- 
ments of  the  consenting  defendants  and  may  in- 
terview the  officers  and  employees  thereof  re- 
lating to  any  of  the  matters  contained  in  the 
decree.  The  decree  also  specifies  certain  infor- 
mation which  the  defendants  shall  keep  acces- 
sible for  the  purpose  stated. 

The  department  of  justice  also  Is  given  ac- 
cess to  all  proceedings  and  records  of  the  arbi- 
trators. 

Jurisdiction  is  retained  by  the  court  (a)  to  en- 
able the  parties  to  apply  for  orders  and  direc- 
tions for  the  carrying  out  of  the  decree,  for  the 
enforcement  of  compliance,  and  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  violations;  (b)  to  enable  any  party  to 


apply  for  modifications  to  conform  to  any  act 
of  congress;  (c)  to  enable  any  consenting  defend- 
ant to  make  any  application  to  the  court,  pro- 
vided for  in  the  decree;  (d)  to  enable  the  parties 
at  any  time  after  three  years  to  move  for  any 
modification;  (e)  to  enable  any  consenting  de- 
fendant after  three  years  to  move  to  vacate  the 
decree,  or  for  any  modification,  on  the  ground 
that  changed  economic  or  competitive  conditions 
make  the  decree  or  any  provision  thereof  no  longer 
appropriate  or  necessary;  (f)  modifications  may 
be  made  to  enable  the  defendants  to  comply  with 
state  laws. 

Arbitration  Provisions 

The  American  Arbitration  Association  is  desig- 
nated the  impartial  administrator  to  set  up  and 
administer  the  arbitration  system. 

The  administrator  will  establish  and  maintain 
an  arbitration  tribunal  in  each  city  in  which  three 
or  more  of  the  distributor  defendants  maintain 
e.xchanges.  This  shall  consist  of  a panel  of  not 
less  than  10  impartial  arbitrators  and  a cleric 
with  suitable  offices  and  personnel.  The  admin- 
istrator may  appoint  and  remove  members  of  the 
panel  and  personnel. 

No  person  may  be  appointed  on  any  panel  "who 
has  any  financial  interest  in,  or  has  had  any  con- 
nection with,  the  production,  distribution  or  ex- 
hibition of  motion  pictures,  or  has  had  any  in- 
terest in  any  motion  picture  theatre  as  landlord, 
lessor,  or  otherwise." 

Criticism  has  been  made  of  this  provision  for 
impartial  arbitrators  on  the  ground  that  since 
they  will  have  no  background  of  experience  in  the 
business  the  arbitrators  will  be  bewildered  by  the 
complexities  of  the  business.  This  overlooks  the 
fact  that  the  American  Arbitration  Association 
has  many  experienced  arbitrators  located  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  who  are  skilled  in 
mastering  the  details  of  unfamiliar  industries 
and  in  rendering  just  decisions. 

Aside  from  this,  the  use  of  impartial  arbitra- 
tors is  the  only  method  by  which  controversies 
involving  clearance,  runs  and  discrimination  can 
be  adjusted  without  the  embarrassing  obstacles  in- 
cident to  balancing  influence  on  the  boards  as 
between  the  distributors,  the  affiliated  theatres 
and  the  independent  exhibitors. 

However,  independent  exhibitors  will  have  to  be 
on  their  toes  to  see  to  it  that  the  administrator 
in  appointing  the  clerks  to  the  local  arbitration 
tribunals  does  not  select  persons  who  by  reason 
of  past  association  or  character  defects  are  likely 
to  be  influenced  in  favor  of  the  affiliated  inter- 
ests and  against  the  independents.  These  clerks 
will  be  in  a position  to  influence  the  arbitrators 
and  should  be  as  impartial  as  the  arbitrators, 
although  this  is  not  specified  in  the  decree.  It 
is  feared  that  the  Hays  Association  may  try  to 
secure  the  appointment  of  former  Film  Board 


Prober  in  Film  Suit 
Is  Shiited  to  FCC 

New  York — Seymour  Krieger,  investiga- 
tor for  the  department  of  justice  and  ac- 
tive in  the  all-industry  suit  for  the  past 
three  years,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
federal  communications  commission  in 
Washington. 

Some  weeks  ago  Paul  Williams,  assistant 
to  the  attorney  general  in  charge  of  the 
all-industiT  suit,  was  switched  to  a DJ 
food  investigation  in  the  Chicago  area. 


Paul  Williams  Looking 
Into  Food  Industry 

Chicago — Paul  Williams,  who  up  until 
recently  was  an  important  factor  for  the 
government  in  the  investigation  and  pro- 
posed prosecution  of  the  all-industry  suit, 
is  now  investigating  the  food  industry 
here  on  alleged  violation  of  the  anti-trust 
laws.  It  is  understood  his  work  has  been 
taken  over  by  James  V.  Hayes,  another 
assistant  to  the  attorney  general. 

It  is  understood  that,  as  soon  as  a con- 
sent decree  is  signed  by  the  government 
with  the  “Big  5,”  Hayes  will  then  devote 
his  time  to  the  furtherance  of  the  anti- 
trust suit  against  the  “Little  3.”  It  is  in- 
dicated that  numerous  allegations  in  the 
original  petition  will  be  eliminated  so  that 
the  suit  may  be  directed  to  charges  against 
Universal,  UA  and  Columbia.  What  these 
charges  will  be  has  not  been  clearly  de- 
fined, but  it  is  known  government  coun- 
sel has  been  checking  up  on  the  legal 
phases  which  can  be  incorporated  in  the 
new  petition. 


Impartial  Arbiters 
"Only  Fair  Method" 

secretaries,  exchange  employes,  etc.,  who  have 
assimilated  the  affiliated  point  of  view. 

The  expenses  are  to  be  budgeted  by  a commit- 
tee of  three,  one  to  be  appointed  by  the  ad- 
ministrator, one  by  the  distributor  defendants  and 
one  by  the  chairman  of  the  appeal  board.  The 
expenses  of  the  system,  except  the  fees  of  the 
arbitrators  and  stenographic  costs,  shall  be  met 
by  filing  fees  to  be  provided  for  in  the  rules,  by 
penalties  imposed  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Sections  IV  and  V of  the  decree,  and 
such  additional  amounts  as  may  be  necessary  to 
be  paid  by  the  distributor  defendants. 

The  arbitration  proceedings  shall  be  conducted 
as  provided  in  the  rules  which  are  expressly  ap- 
proved in  the  decree.  The  rules  may  provide  for 
the  arbitration  of  claims  and  controversies  be- 
tween distributor  defendants  and  exhibitors  for  the 
arbitration  of  which  no  provision  is  made  in  the 
decree — i.  e.,  controversies  growing  out  of  ex- 
hibition contracts. 

Provision  also  is  made  for  an  appeal  board 
which  shall  hear  and  determine  appeals  from 
awards  made  by  the  arbitration  tribunals.  It  shall 
consist  of  three  members,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  court,  “each  of  whom  shall  be  a person  of 
known  impartiality  and  distinction.”  One  member 
shall  be  designated  by  the  court  as  chairman. 
This  appeal  board  shall  have  its  offices  in  New 
York  City. 

There  is  grave  danger  that  men  outwardly 
impartial  but  actually  sympathetic  with  the  ma- 
jor interests  may  be  selected  unless  the  other  in- 
terests affected  are  permitted  to  challenge  the 
members  before  their  appointments  are  made  per- 
manent. Allied  has  opposed  allowing  the  board  to 
sit  in  New  York,  first,  because  Washington  is  a 
more  logical  and  Chicago  a more  central  point, 
and  second,  because  it  is  inevitable  that  the 
members  of  any  such  board  no  matter  how  dis- 
tinguished, will  be  affected  by  the  attentions  and 
ministrations  of  “Big  8”  interests  intrenched  in 
New  York. 

Any  person  having  the  right  to  institute  an 
arbitration  proceeding  under  the  decree  may  do 
so  upon  the  condition  that  such  person  file  with 
the  clerk  a submission  in  proper  form  providing 
that  he  will  abide  by  and  comply  fully  with 
any  award  which  may  be  entered;  a similar  sub- 
mission shall  be  filed  by  any  intervenor  in  any 
such  proceeding.  The  consenting  distributors  are 
bound  by  the  decree  and  this  provision  is  neces- 
sary to  insure  that  others  do  not  run  out  on  the 
arbitration  as  soon  as  an  award  is  made  against 
them. 

Representatives  of  the  department  of  justice  are 
given  access  to  all  books,  ledgers,  accounts,  cor- 
respondence, etc.,  in  the  possession  of  the  ap- 
peal board,  the  arbitration  tribunal,  and  of  the 
administrator,  which  relate  to  the  arbitration 
system  and  to  the  arbitration  of  claims  and  con- 
troversies under  the  decree. 

Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals 

An  arbitration  proceeding  shall  be  instituted 
by  the  filing  with  the  clerk  of  the  appropriate 
tribunal  of  a demand  for  arbitration  and  sub- 
mission, and  by  paying  a filing  fee  of  $10.  In- 
tervenors  must  also  file  the  submission  and  pay 
the  fee. 

The  demand  shall  contain  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  parties,  the  name  and  address  of 
the  theatre  involved;  the  name  and  address  of 
each  distributor  or  exhibitor  whose  business  or 
property  it  is  believed  may  be  affected  by  an 
award  in  the  proceeding;  and  a brief  statement 
in  simple  language  of  the  claim  and  the  relief 
sought. 

A sufficient  number  of  copies  shall  be  filed 
to  enable  the  clerk  to  deliver  one  to  each  dis- 
tributor or  exhibitor  named  in  the  demand. 

The  respondent  may  suggest  the  names  of  oth- 
ers having  an  interest  in  the  proceeding  and 
they  will  be  given  a copy  of  the  demand  by  the 
clerk.  All  persons  thus  interested  may  intervene. 

Between  15  and  17  days  after  the  filing  of  the 
demand  the  clerk  will  deliver  to  each  party  an 
identical  list  of  names  from  the  panel  of  arbi- 
trators, in  order  that  they  may  indicate  their 
preference.  The  parties  will  have  seven  days  in 
which  to  return  the  lists  and  if  any  party  does 
does  not  do  so,  it  will  be  deemed  to  have  ap- 
proved all  names. 

The  clerk  will  then  appoint  an  arbitrator  ac- 
ceptable to  the  parties.  If  no  name  is  acceptable 
to  all  parties,  then  the  administrator  shall  ap- 
point an  arbitrator  from  the  remaining  members 
of  the  panel. 

Not  less  than  10  days  after  the  filing  of  the 
demand  the  parties  may  in  writing  unanimously 
appoint  one  or  more  arbitrators  from  the  panel. 

Arbitrators  disqualified  under  the  rules  may  be 
removed  and  awards  made  by  disqualified  arbi- 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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•EAST  OF  THE  RIVER’ 


\7e0rge  xooias  • wiuiam  iiundigan 
Directed  by  ALFRED  E,  GREEN 

Screen  Play  by  Ered  Niblo,  Jr.  • From  the 
Original  Story  by  John  Fante  and  Ross  B. 
Wills  • A Warner  Bros.-First  Not'l  Picture 


'OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  TRACKS') 


I 


In  Charge  of  Production  Executive  Producer 


Sees  Delay  in  Arbitration  as  "Arizona"  Debut  in 
Working  Exhibitor  Hardship  Arizona,  Naturally 


(Continued  from  page  18) 

trators  may  be  vacated.  The  administrator  may 
remove  an  arbitrator  for  neglect  of  duty.  The 
administrator  will  fill  all  vacancies. 

It  is  not  clear  why  the  rules  put  such  em- 
phasis on  delay.  They  even  provide  that  10  days 
must  elapse  in  cases  where  the  parties  get  to- 
gether and  agree  upon  an  arbitrator.  This  will 
work  a hardship  on  and  tend  to  deter  exhibitors 
from  arbitrating  certain  classes  of  cases,  as,  for 
example,  that  a distributor  has  forced  or  is  at- 
tempting to  force  unwanted  products. 

This  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
department  of  justice. 

Hearings  are  to  be  held  in  the  offices  of  the 
local  tribunal  or  at  such  other  places  as  the 
parties  may  agree  upon  with  the  consent  of  the 
arbitrator.  Hearings  shall  commence  as  promptly 
as  possible  after  the  appointment  of  the  arbi- 
trator, and  the  arbitrator  will  fix  the  date  of 
the  hearing.  However,  the  parties  are  to  be  given 
five  days  notice  of  the  beginning  of  the  hearing, 
thus  assuring  further  delay. 

The  parties  may  appear  personally  and  be  repre- 
sented by  counsel  or  by  others. 

Each  party  shall  have  the  right  to  examine 
or  cross-examine  all  witnesses. 

Witnesses  shall  testify  under  oath  (conscien- 
tious objectors  may  “affirm”). 

An  important  provision  is  that  “the  arbitra- 
tor shall  have  power  to  reciuire  any  party  to 
produce  such  records  as  the  arbitrator  may  deem 
necessary  to  a proper  determination  of  the  con- 
troversy.” 

The  arbitrator  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  relev- 
ancy of  evidence  offered  but  he  is  not  required 
to  adhere  to  strict  legal  rules. 

The  arbitrator  may  hear  argument  and  receive 
briefs. 

The  arbitrator  has  30  days  after  the  close  of 
the  hearing  in  which  to  file  his  award. 

Thus  24  days  may  elapse  before  t-he  arbitrator 
is  appointed;  then  there  must  be  at  least  five 
days'  notice  of  the  first  hearing;  and  finally  30 
days  may  elapse  after  the  close  of  the  hearing — 
59  days  not  including  the  duration  of  the  hearing! 

Certainly  the  rules  must  be  modified  to  allow 
for  a quicker  procedure  in  cases  where  time  is  of 
the  essence. 

In  his  award  the  arbitrator  shall  assess  costs 
against  the  losing  party  or  parties  or  apportion 
them  as  he  deems  just.  Costs  are  limited  to 
the  filing  fee  and  the  arbitrator’s  fee. 

Just  what  these  costs  will  amount  to  may  be 
gleaned  from  the  following:  The  administrator 
will  fix  the  arbitrator's  fees  not  to  exceed  $50 
per  day  or  part  of  day  spent  in  attendance  at  the 
hearing.  Prior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
day's  hearing,  each  party  shall  deposit  with  the 
clerk  a sum  equal  to  the  arbitrator's  per  diem  fee. 

The  fees  will  be  paid  out  of  the  sums  so  de- 
posited and  the  remainder  will  be  returned  to 
the  parties  entitled  thereto. 

In  a proceeding  involving,  say,  five  respondents 
and  interveners,  and  in  which  the  arbitrator  sat 
for  five  days,  the  complaining  exhibitor  might 
stand  to  lose  $300  in  costs  in  case  he  did  not 
make  good  on  his  claim. 

A distributor  by  dilatory  tactics  might  con- 
ceivably run  up  such  a bill  as  to  compel  the 
exhibitor  to  withdraw,  thus  accomplishing  a 
denial  of  justice. 

An  exhibitor  ought  not  to  be  visited  with  such 
a loss  in  a case  initiated  in  good  faith,  even 
though  the  award  goes  against  him. 

The  rules  so  far  as  they  relate  to  time  and 
costs  definitely  call  for  revision  if  the  system 
is  to  fulfill  its  mission. 

If  one  or  more  parties  desire  a stenographic 
record,  they  must  deposit  the  cost  thereof  with 
the  clerk.  Any  party  desiring  a transcript  shall 
pay  the  cost  thereof;  and  if  such  party  did  not 
pay  the  cost  of  taking  the  stenographic  record, 
he  shall  reimburse  the  party  who  did.  This  is  a 
matter  of  agreement  between  the  parties  and 
stenographic  fees  are  not  taxable  as  costs. 

The  filing  fee  on  an  appeal  is  $25.  The  ap- 
pellant must  file  with  the  clerk  three  copies  of 
stenographic  record.  Thus  stenographic  costs 
are  a condition  of  the  right  of  appeal.  The 
record  on  appeal,  including  the  stenographic  rec- 
ords, exhibits,  demand,  submission  and  cerk’s 
entries  will  be  transmitted  by  the  clerk  to  the 
appeal  board. 

Within  30  days  after  notice  of  appeal,  each  party 
must  file  its  appeal  brief.  Within  another  10 
days  each  party  must  file  any  answering  brief 
it  may  wish  considered. 

The  appeal  board  by  agreement  of  all  the  parties, 
or  on  its  own  initiative,  may  order  oral  argu- 
ment. Any  party  may  ask  to  be  heard,  orally,  in 
the  absence  of  an  agreement,  and  such  applica- 
tion will  be  determined  by  the  board. 

Oral  arguments  will  be  heard  only  in  New 
York,  thus  underwriting  the  convenience  of  the 


Paramount  Partners 
Meet  on  Idea  Swap 


Chicago — An  exchange  of  ideas  that  will 
be  helpful  to  Paramount’s  studio  execu- 
tives in  formulating  the  1941-42  program 
highlighted  a two-day  meeting  of  the 
company’s  mid-westem  theatre  partners 
at  B&K  headquarters,  Friday  and  Satur- 
day. After  the  sessions  a part  of  the 
group  left  for  Hollywood  to  join  home 
office  executives  in  the  production  parleys. 

Partners  representing  other  strategic 
territories  where  Paramount’s  theatre 
holdings  are  large  were  invited  to  attend 
the  meetings  here.  From  the  south  were 
Robert  O’Donnell  and  M.  A.  Lightman; 
from  New  England,  Martin  J.  Mullin,  and 
from  Canada,  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons.  From  the 
home  office  were  Sam  Dembow  and  Leon- 
ard Goldenson,  as  well  as  Robert  Weit- 
man,  manager  of  the  Paramount,  New 
York.  Although  not  attending  the  meet- 
ing, Leon  Netter,  home  office  circuit  exec- 
utive, came  on  here  to  join  the  group  that 
left  for  the  coast. 

Partners  from  this  and  surrounding  mid- 
western  areas  who  sat  in  at  the  con- 
ferences were  Earl  Hudson,  Tracy  Bar- 
ham, Abe  and  Myron  Blank,  Ralph  Bran- 
ton,  John  Friedl,  Harry  Nace,  Harry 
David,  John  Balaban  and  Jules  Rubens. 
Those  who  left  for  the  Paramount  studios 
included  O’Domiell,  Lightman,  Fitzgib- 
bons, Mullin,  Branton,  Hudson,  Golden- 
son,  Dembow,  Netter,  Balaban  and  Weit- 
man. 

This  group  wiU  meet  with  Y.  Frank 
Freeman,  executive  production  head;  Wil- 
liam LeBaron,  Barney  Balaban,  Neil  F. 
Agnew  and  Stanton  Griffis. 


Columbia  Western  Sales 
Meeting  November  24-25 

New  York — Columbia  will  hold  its  last 
mid-season  regional  at  the  St.  Francis 
Hotel,  San  Francisco,  November  24-25. 
This  will  be  for  the  western  division  and 
will  be  attended  by  A.  Montague,  general 
sales  manager,  and  Rube  Jackter,  his  as- 
sistant, who  will  come  on  from  Tucson, 
Ariz.,  after  attending  the  premiere  of 
“Arizona”  on  November  15.  A number  of 
home  office  executives  returned  Monday 
from  Chicago  where  a two-day  session 
was  held  at  the  Drake. 


RCA  Net 

New  York — RCA’s  third  quarter  net  in- 
come is  reported  at  $1,985,321,  as  compared 
with  $1,894,224  for  the  same  period  in  1939. 
The  third  quarter  earnings  bring  to  $5,- 
713,943  the  company’s  net  for  the  first 
nine  months,  ended  September  30,  which 
compares  with  a net  of  $4,066,425  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1939. 


home  office  employes  and  attorneys  and  casting 
the  burden  of  inconvenience  and  expense  on  in- 
dependent exhibitors  located  at  a distance. 

Decisions  of  the  appeal  board  will  be  accom- 
panied by  an  opinion  thus  creating  precedents 
for  the  guidance  of  the  local  tribunals. 


Tucson — This  is  Columbia’s  week  in  the 
publicity  sun,  and  the  heat  is  on. 

World  premieres  come  and  go,  but 
there’s  always  something  about  one  or  the 
other  that  contributes  toward  making  it  a 
“first.”  It’s  the  first  such  celebration  this 
modern  city  has  seen  and  its  citizens  are 
enjoying  it  to  the  hilt,  judging  from  ad- 
vance preparations.  The  opening  isn’t  im- 
til  Friday  at  the  State,  Rialto  and  Temple 
of  Music  and  Art,  but  the  program  is  al- 
ready bursting  with  planned  celebrations. 

It’s  “Arizona,”  of  course,  and  the  title 
is  magic  in  this  famous  city  of  the  west. 
Columbia  has  had  the  cooperation  of  every 
imaginable  source  in  preparing  a full 
week’s  activity.  The  pre-premiere  fun  is 
already  under  way  at  Old  Tucson,  built 
by  the  producers  as  a background  for  the 
film  on  a site  14  miles  from  the  city,  where 
open  house  in  the  best  traditions  of  a 
wide-open  frontier  town  is  in  progress. 

Ceremonies  in  Tucson  proper  will  get 
under  way  Friday  morning,  with  state, 
county  and  city  officials  participating,  and 
a number  of  Hollywood  stars  present. 
These  will  include  Clarence  Budington 
Kelland,  the  author;  Wesley  Ruggles,  Jean 
Arthur,  William  Holden,  Warren  William 
and  others.  A band  concert  on  the  court 
house  steps  will  precede  the  official  cere- 
mony at  which  Mayor  H.  O.  Jaastad  will 
literally,  as  well  as  figuratively,  turn  back 
the  clock  to  the  days  of  the  CivU  War  per- 
iod, that  of  the  picture’s  action. 

A monster  parade  to  the  Mexican  fiesta 
grounds,  where  a Menudo  party  and  barbe- 
cue will  be  held  in  true  Mexican  fashion  is 
scheduled  to  continue  to  dawn.  Papagos 
Indians  will  occupy  a section  of  the  main 
street  for  two  days  to  permit  visitors  an 
insight  into  their  art  and  home  life.  Danc- 
ing and  a reception  for  members  of  the 
Columbia  troupe  will  mark  the  opening  of 
the  Mexican  settlement,  where  the  “Queen 
of  the  Mexican”  phase  of  the  fiesta  will  be 
crowned. 

A highlight  will  be  a three-mile  long 
western  parade  presenting  an  authentic 
collection  of  early  Arizona  transport.  The 
full  entourage  of  the  Tucson  rodeo  has 
been  augmented  by  cowgirls,  cowboys,  In- 
dians, miners,  early  settlers  and  their  cov- 
ered wagons,  long-horned  cattle  and  an 
early  circus  troupe. 

Preceding  the  premiere  performances 
there  will  be  several  dinner  parties,  while 
after  the  event  there  will  be  the  “Pre- 
miere Western  Ball”  at  the  Santa  Rita 
Hotel. 


RKO  Earnings  $317,186 
For  39-Week  Period 

New  York — Net  earnings  of  RKO  and 
subsidiaries  for  the  39  weeks  ended  Sep- 
tember 28  amounted  to  $317,186,  after  all 
charges.  Profits  from  operations  before 
dividends  accrued  on  preferred  stock  of  a 
subsidiary  totaled  $1,865,142.  The  provi- 
sion for  dividends  accrued  on  the  pre- 
ferred for  the  subsidiary  was  $219,581.  De- 
preciation and  taxes  totaled  $1,328,374. 

The  board  during  the  week  passed  a 
dividend  on  the  six  per  cent  preferred.  As 
of  October  31,  dividends  accumulated  and 
unpaid  on  the  issue  totaled  $4.50  per  share. 


UA  Head  West 

New  York — Murray  Silverstone  is  en 
route  west  for  a three  or  four-week  stay 
conferring  with  UA  producers. 
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Doubled  Ticket  Levy  Proposed  Arbitration  Called 
Held  Not  Unlikely  "Hamstrung;"  Also  "Cockeyed” 


By  EARLE  A.  DYER 

Washington — Doubling  of  the  federal 
admission  tax  is  seen  in  Washington  as  a 
not  unlikely  feature  of  the  Administra- 
tion’s plans  to  finance  the  national  de- 
fense program  through  the  next  19  Va 
months. 

The  possibilities  of  an  increase  in  the 
rate  were  seen  in  the  disclosure  by  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  Morgenthau  of  his 
intention  to  ask  Congress  to  provide  new 
tax  revenue.  That  request  may  be  made 
even  before  the  end  of  the  current  session 
and  will  be  accompanied  by  a plea  for  an 
increase  in  the  national  debt  limit  of  $11,- 
000,000,000  to  $16,000,000,000  and  elimina- 
tion of  the  tax  exemption  now  applied  to 
federal,  state  and  local  bonds. 

Moving  immediately  after  the  results  of 
the  election  became  known,  the  treasury  is 
developing  a program  for  financing  the 
government,  including  defense,  up  to  June 
30,  1942.  What  will  happen  after  that 
date,  the  secretary  refused  to  predict. 

Of  the  $49,000,000,000  national  debt 
limit  set  up  by  Congress,  the  treasury  to- 
day has  only  approximately  $500,000,000 
for  general  financing  and  $4,000,000,000 
for  financing  the  re-armament  program. 
Secretary  Morgenthau  announced  that  he 
will  ask  Congress  to  cut  the  strings  on  the 
latter,  so  that  it  can  be  used  for  general 
purposes,  despite  the  fact  that  it  is  to  be 
paid  off  out  of  the  revenues  from  the  de- 
fense taxes  which  Congress  imposed  earlier 
this  year. 

Suggesting  that  amusements  might  be 
further  taxed,  “insiders”  in  Washington 
pointed  out  that  the  Administration  has 
just  discovered  the  importance  of  the 
amusement  industry  as  a possible  source 
of  revenue.  That  discovery  was  made,  it 
is  explained,  when  Congress  reduced  the 
exemption  from  40  to  20  cents  and  the 
“take”  immediately  jumped  by  approxi- 
mately $3,000,000  a month. 

On  the  basis  of  the  first  two  months’ 
experience  with  the  lowered  exemption, 
admission  tax  collections  will  run  in  ex- 
cess of  $60,000,000  a year,  or,  roughly, 
about  three  times  what  they  were  under 
the  40  cent  exemption. 

A doubling  of  the  tax  rate,  which  would 
not  normally  double  the  income  because 
of  people  who  could  not  afford  to  go  to 
the  theatre  so  often,  could  easily  bring  in 
$120,000,000  or  more  a year  now  because 
of  the  increasing  employment  and  national 
income  resulting  from  the  defense  effort, 
it  is  contended. 

With  Congress  hard  put  to  find  new 
sources  of  revenue — it  found  none  of  any 
importance  this  year  when  it  was  studying 
taxes — an  additional  $60,000,000  a year 
which  is  collectible  with  little  cost  to  the 
government  and  with  little  evasion,  gets 
into  the  class  of  “big”  money. 

Formal  Hearings  Likely 
For  Publicists  Guild 

Washington — After  sitting  in  on  a series 
of  informal  meetings  between  producer 
representatives  and  the  Screen  Publicists’ 
Guild  in  New  York,  Charles  Kramer, 
NLRB  trial  examiner,  is  expected  to  ask 
his  superiors  permission  to  hold  formal 
hearings  to  clarify  definition  of  the  union 
and  begin  procedure  in  respect  to  estab- 
lishing the  SPG’s  contention  it  represents 
a majority  of  workers  in  the  producers’ 
home  offices. 


- - nA 

Support  "The  Champ" 

Is  Petti  John  Plea 

New  York — This  is  Charles  C.  Pettijohn, 
general  counsel  oi  the  Hays  organiza- 
tion, talking  for  Charles  C.  Pettijohn 
about  last  Tuesday: 

"The  election  is  over.  American  citi- 
zens in  the  motion  picture  business,  just 
like  people  in  other  fields,  expressed 
their  preferences  by  exercising  their 
rights  of  citizenship.  That  was  the  thing 
each  and  every  one  of  us  had  a right 
to  do. 

"As  far  as  the  industry  and  our  prod- 
uct are  concerned,  we  are  a useful,  ef- 
fective form  of  human  expression.  In  a 
free  country  such  as  ours,  and  such 
America  will  continue  to  be,  we  enjoy 
the  right  of  freedom  for  ours  and  every 
other  form  of  human  expression.  How- 
ever, that  freedom  and  right  does  not 
carry  with  it  a ‘license'  to  abuse  it. 

"Now  let's  forget  that  we  are  Demo- 
crats and  Republicans.  We  are  all  Ameri- 
cans first,  last  and  all  the  time.  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt  will  be  our  President  for  four 
more  years.  He  is  entitled  to  the  loyal 
support  of  every  American.  Let  us  be 
among  the  first  to  set  that  example  and 
continue  to  hope  and  pray  for  peace, 
prosperity  and  a united  citizenship." 

VS  - V 

47  Pa.  Communities 
Lift  Sabbath  Bans 

Philadelphia — Forty-seven  Pennsylvania 
cities,  boroughs  and  townships  have  lifted 
the  ban  on  Sunday  movies,  first  tabulation 
of  Tuesday’s  vote  on  the  referendum 
shows. 

About  100  other  communities  voted  on 
the  question,  but  achieved  no  change  in 
status;  they  either  retained  Sunday  shows 
they  already  had  or  retained  the  ban. 

Among  the  major  cities  that  rejected  the 
move  to  liberalize  the  Sabbath  law  were 
Harrisburg,  Altoona,  Pottsville,  Sunbury 
and  Greensburg,  and  these  college  towns 
— State  College,  Lewisburg,  West  Chester, 
Clarion,  Indiana  and  East  Stroudsburg. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  bars  were  let 
down  in  Johnstown,  Lancaster,  Allentown, 
Lebanon,  Bethlehem  and  Hazleton. 

The  ruling  is  effective  as  soon  as  the 
election  returns  are  certified  to  the  “act- 
ing executive  officer”  of  each  community, 
under  the  1935  law  providing  for  referenda 
on  the  subject.  In  all  147  communities 
that  voted,  the  subject  may  not  be  brought 
up  for  another  five  years,  according  to  the 
law. 

Blue  Law  forces  already  are  planning  a 
campaign  for  a 1941  referendum  to  crack 
the  167  communities,  including  Philadel- 
phia, that  approved  Sunday  shows  in  1935, 
and  did  not  vote  on  the  question  in  this 
election.  Rev.  William  B.  Forney,  secre- 
tary of  the  Lord’s  Day  Alliance,  said  the 
campaign  would  be  most  intense  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

Only  one  town,  Breckenridge,  voted  to 
rescind  a previous  approval  of  Sabbath 
shows  and  to  close  theatres  that  have  been 
open  Sundays  for  the  last  five  years. 
These  places,  in  addition  to  the  com- 


By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — ^Arbitration,  as  provided  un- 
der the  proposed  consent  decree  for  the 
“Big  Five,”  is  “hamstrung  and  cockeyed,” 
Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the  ITOA, 
states.  He  will  appear  in  federal  court 
Thursday,  accompanied  by  Milton  C.  Weis- 
man,  counsel  for  the  unit,  and  his  assist- 
ant, Melvin  Albert.  Weisman,  however, 
will  be  spokesman  and  official  representa- 
tive for  the  ITOA. 

“The  decree,”  Brandt  continues,  “does 
not  permit  you  to  really  arbitrate  and 
when  it  does  there  are  such  restrictions  it 
does  not  do  anybody  any  good.” 

As  for  the  decree  itself,  Brandt  asserts, 
“I  don’t  know  why  it  is  going  to  be  put 
into  effect.” 

On  advance  trade  screenings,  the  ITOA 
head  declares  there  is  no  necessity  for 
them  if  the  exhibitor  can  continue  his 
eliminations,  as  presently  constituted.  He 
adds  ITOA  members  receive  20  per  cent 
cancellation,  but  this  is  not  uniform 
throughout  the  country. 

If  he  is  permitted  to  have  a voice  in  the 
proceedings  before  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 
dard, Brandt  says  his  remarks  will  be 
guided  entirely  on  what  Weisman  says  in 
protest  to  the  decree. 

Herman  Starr  s Division 
Leads  in  Skouras  Drive 

New  York — With  four  more  weeks  to  go, 
Herman  Starr’s  division  in  New  Jersey 
holds  the  lead  in  the  15-week  Skouras  cir- 
cuit drive  which  ends  December  14.  In 
connection  with  the  drive,  practically  all 
of  the  managers  took  pictures  of  children 
in  each  neighborhood  in  Hallowe'en  cos- 
tumes. The  films  were  taken  with  16mm 
color  cameras  and  shown  at  the  afternoon 
performance  of  November  2.  In  Scarsdale, 
local  merchants  cooperated  to  the  extent 
of  appearing  in  costumes  at  the  Skouras 
house. 


Gilson  s Injuries  Severe 

New  York — The  nature  of  injuries  sus- 
tained by  Charles  E.  Gilson,  veteran 
March  of  Time  cameraman  who  was  in 
an  automobile  accident  near  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  is  reported  by  the  MOT  home  office 
to  be  critical.  Latest  information  is  that 
Gilson  has  a fractured  pelvis  and  a com- 
pound fracture  of  one  leg. 


munities  mentioned  above,  lifted  the  ban 
for  the  first  time: 

Brentwood,  Munhall,  New  Brighton, 
Beaver  Falls,  Troy,  Doylestown,  Johnstown, 
Lilly,  Conemaugh,  Palmerton,  Mauch 
Chunk,  Summit  Hill,  Cooper  township, 
Connellsville,  Brownsville,  Marienville, 
Jenks  township,  Cumberland  township, 
Taylor,  Clarks  Summit,  New  Castle,  North 
Whitehall  township.  Coplay,  West  Hazle- 
ton, White  Haven,  Conyngham  township, 
Stoneboro,  Abington  township,  Consho- 
hocken,  Ambler,  Jenkintown,  Narberth, 
Pennsburg,  Pottstown,  Wilson,  Mt.  Car- 
mel, Ashland,  Windber,  Hallstead,  New 
Kensington,  North  Belle  "Vernon,  Arnold, 
Bellevue,  Wilkinsburg,  Tarentum  and 
Harrison  township. 

In  many  of  these  communities,  Sunday 
shows  lost  in  1935,  but  won  by  healthy 
margins  this  time — a tribute  to  the  per- 
sistence of  the  liberal  forces  and  theatre 
managers  who  kept  the  issue  alive. 
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Found:  An  Exhibitor  Who  Has 
The  Time  to  Turn  Facetious 


New  York — The  business  of  exhibition 
is  a serious  business.  Which  may  or  not 
account  for  the  serious  demeanor  of  most 
exhibitors.  Serious  business  may  also  re- 
flect punk  business,  which  might  be  an- 
other reason  most  exhibitors  are  serious. 
All  of  which  means  that  when  an  exhibi- 
tor shows  definite,  concise  and  unmistak- 
able signs  of  becoming  facetious  it  de- 
serves attention. 

That’s  as  good  a reason  as  anyone  could 
cook  up  for  presenting  some  ideas  Harry 
Brandt  has  on  the  subject,  which,  ob- 
viously, could  only  have  originated  during 
a lighter  moment.  Here’s  Brandt: 

“An  exhibitor,  contrary  to  any  previous- 
ly established  thoughts  on  the  matter,  is  a 
fellow  who  buys  something  he  doesn’t 
want,  from  somebody  who  hasn’t  got  what 
he  is  trying  to  sell  and  who  doesn’t  de- 
liver what  he  hasn’t  got,  at  prices  he  can’t 
afford,  plays  them  to  audiences  which 
don’t  come,  and  winds  up  his  year  with  a 
big  red  mark  in  his  ledger  and  a terrific 
winter  in  Florida. 

Nothing  Is  Right 

“Daylight  saving  time,  poor  product  and 
strong  competition  from  outdoor  amuse- 
ments drive  people  away  from  theatres  in 
the  summer.  In  the  winter,  business  is 
bad  because  of  the  cold  weather,  the  snow 
and  the  sleet.  On  rainy  days  people  stay 
in  and  in  nice  weather  they  want  to  stay 
out.  When  school  is  in  session  an  exhibi- 
tor doesn’t  get  the  kids.  In  the  summer 
they  go  to  camp.  At  night  people  stay 
home  and  listen  to  the  radio.  In  addi- 
tion, there  are  Bingo  parties  at  the 
churches  and  synagogues,  night  and  day 
baseball,  horse  races,  and  dog  races,  foot- 
ball and  basketball,  parades,  elections, 
holidays  and  sickness.  There  are  365  days 
in  the  year  and  twice  that  many  reasons 
for  people  not  going  to  the  movies. 

“But  the  blame  doesn’t  end  there.  The 
fellows  in  the  major  publicity  departments 
have  caused  us  plenty  of  trouble.  In  high- 
flown  prose,  they  make  a turkey  into  a 
classic.  They  write  beautiful  words  about 
any  horse-opera  and  piece  of  cheese  that 
comes  along;  they  take  a stinkweed  and 
make  it  a rose;  they  confound  the  alpha- 
bet by  turning  ‘B’s  and  ‘D’s  into  ‘A’s. 
To  them  ‘terrific’  is  an  understatement, 
and  all  this  time  what’s  happening  to  the 
poor  exhibitor?  He’s  eating  lunch  at  ‘21.’ 

Analyzing  the  Sales  End 

“Then  the  sales  end.  I wonder  if  you’ve 
ever  analyzed  the  way  in  which  sales  ex- 
ecutives get  rid  of  their  celluloid?  First 
they  send  out  a magnificent  announce- 
ment book  prior  to  the  new  season.  Then 
they  follow  it  up  with  tempting  morsels  of 
private  information — private  to  every  ex- 
hibitor they  speak  to.  Then  they  get  out 
one  fairly  good  picture  and  hold  that  up 
merely  as  an  example  of  better  things  to 
come.  Then  extravagant  stories  are  sent 
out  about  plans  for  the  season.  The  ex- 
hibitor is  weakening;  last  season  and  the 
season  before  is  fading  from  memory. 
Then  the  salesman  comes  around  and 
wants  to  talk  business,  but  the  exhibitor 
is  a little  wary  yet.  So  the  salesman  goes 
away. 

“Then  some  startling  trade  ads  come 
out,  with  lovely  pictures  and  beautiful 
colors  and  amazing  boxoffice  figures  of 
what  one  picture  did  out  in  Pocahontas, 
Ark.  For  the  first  three  minutes  of  the 
fourth  hour  on  opening  day,  it  outgrossed 
every  picture  that  opened  at  that  particu- 


lar house  in  the  past  fortnight.  Amazing. 
Then  more  boxoffice  receipts.  The  picture 
in  its  first  week  in  Slippery  Rock,  Idaho, 
grossed  more  than  any  other  picture  that 
year  with  the  exception  of  ‘Gone  With  the 
Wind,’  ‘Foreign  Correspondent,’  two 
Gene  Autrys  and  a couple  of  Charlie 
Chans.  By  now  the  exhibitor  can’t  think 
at  all. 

“And  so  the  salesman  comes  back.  Well, 
the  exhibitor  by  now  is  agreeing  that  his 
firm’s  product  should  be  terrific  this  year, 
although  the  company  delivered  one  hit, 
eight  westerns  and  36  assorted  stinkers  last 
year.  Naturally,  the  salesman  wants  more 
money.  And  naturally  the  exhibitor  be- 
comes angry.  The  salesman  turns  on  the 
wheedling  tones,  squirts  out  the  soft  soap 
and  goes  into  his  routine — the  foreign 
market  is  lost;  if  good  quality  is  to  be 
maintained  more  revenue  must  be  had.  If 
the  exhibitor  wants  to  assure  himself  of 
continued  good  pictures,  he  must  do  his 
share.  If  he  won’t,  why  then,  who  can 
tell?;  no  more  good  product,  theatres  will 
have  to  close,  and  the  salesman  shakes  his 
head  sadly. 

“The  exhibitor,  on  the  verge  of  tears, 
adds  that  Hollywood  producers  would 
have  to  close  their  stables,  empty  their 
swimming  pools,  give  up  40-cents-a-point 
bridge  and  shut  down  at  least  two  winter 
homes.  With  that,  poor  chap,  he  rises  to 
his  feet,  kicks  the  salesman  the  heck  out 
of  his  office  and  tells  him  to  sell  his  com- 
petitor— which  is  the  dirtiest  trick  he  can 
play  on  his  competitor.” 

Delay  B&K  and  FWC 
Contempl  Proceedings 

New  York — The  B&K  and  FWC  con- 
tempt proceedings  in  Chicago  and  Los 
Angeles  have  been  indefinitely  postponed 
until  distributor  counsel  work  out  supple- 
mental decrees  resulting  from  settlement 
of  the  all-industry  suit  by  the  “Big  Five.” 

The  same  procedure  will  apply  to  the 
government  suits  against  the  Schine,  Grif- 
fith and  Crescent  circuits  in  Buffalo,  Okla- 
homa City  and  Nashville,  but  in  these  in- 
stances only  the  “Big  Five”  will  be  with- 
drawn as  defendants.  The  department  of 
justice  plans  to  go  ahead  with  the  actions 
against  the  circuit  defendants  and  other 
majors  not  parties  to  the  proposed  consent 
decree  now  before  Judge  Goddard. 

The  B&K  hearing  on  an  appeal  from  a 
special  master’s  report  was  postponed  last 
week  in  Chicago.  The  FWC  case  has  been 
on  the  indefinite  calendar  for  some  time. 


McCormick  Eyes  Coast 

New  York — Barret  McCormick,  director 
of  publicity  and  advertising  for  RKO,  is 
planning  a coast  trip  in  a few  weeks.  It 
will  be  one  of  his  periodic  studio  visits 
to  line  up  campaigns  on  new  product. 


“Tarzan"  to  Hoffberg 

New  York — Hoffberg  has  acquired  up- 
state New  York  rights  to  “Tarzan  and  the 
Green  Goddess”  from  Burroughs  Tarzan. 
Oliver  A.  Unger,  Hoffberg  sales  manager, 
leaves  November  11  for  the  territory. 


UA's  Slockholders 
Postpone  Meeting 


New  York — Although  the  UA  annual 
stockholders’  meeting  is  held  the  middle  of 
November,  this  will  not  be  the  case  this 
year.  No  definite  date  has  been  set,  but 
in  any  event  the  session  will  be  called 
in  New  York  instead  of  California  where 
all  of  the  producing  partners  are  now  lo- 
cated. 

Murray  Silverstone,  president,  left  for 
Hollywood  Sunday.  He  had  planned  to 
leave  a week  before,  but  because  his  wife 
was  ill  he  put  the  departure  off  until  Sun- 
day. Charles  Schwartz,  attorney  for  UA, 
left  by  train  for  Hollywood  Thursday.  He 
expects  to  be  gone  three  weeks  on  busi- 
ness and  make  a stopover  at  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  for  a brief  vacation,  which  he  us- 
ually does  at  this  time  of  the  year. 


Loe'w  Annual  Meeting  to 
Be  Held  in  January 

New  York — Loew’s  annual  stockholders’ 
meeting  will  be  held  here  sometime  in 
January,  it  was  tentatively  decided  upon 
at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  held  dur- 
ing the  week.  Under  the  by-laws  of  the 
company,  the  annual  meeting  is  to  be  held 
the  second  Tuesday  in  December.  Late- 
ness in  completing  the  annual  financial 
report  for  the  parent  and  subsidiary  com- 
panies is  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  delay. 

"Escape"  Shows  Ability  to 
Gross  Despite  Elections 

New  York — Despite  the  general  slump 
in  business  Election  eve.  Election  Day  and 
the  day  after,  “Escape”  at  the  Music  Hall 
finished  its  first  week  with  a handsome 
$100,000  and  the  expectation  is  that  the 
second  week  will  wind  up  as  well.  On 
Tuesday,  Election  Day,  the  gross  was  $17,- 
000  and  the  following  day  this  figure 
dropped  to  $10,000.  The  Capitol  on  “The 
Great  Dictator”  only  garnered  $4,500  on 
Wednesday. 

At  the  Roxy,  “The  Mark  of  Zorro”  tal- 
lied $54,100  in  its  first  week  and  here, 
again,  the  management  expects  the  gross 
for  the  second  week  to  end  as  well,  if  not 
better. 

“Arise  My  Love”  concluded  a third  and 
final  week  at  the  Paramount  with  $40,000. 

Demand  lor  Increases 
Goes  to  Arbitration 

New  York — Local  306’s  demand  for  in- 
creases in  ITOA  houses  will  go  to  arbi- 
tration, as  provided  under  the  master 
agreement.  Harry  Brandt  and  the  labor 
committee  of  the  exhibitor  unit  spent 
Wednesday  afternoon  in  Judge  Crane’s 
chambers  recommending  arbitrators  to 
hear  the  dispute.  It  is  understood  the  de- 
mand by  the  union  takes  in  increa.ses  to 
have  been  provided  for  the  past  year  but 
which  were  not  negotiated. 


David  Lipton  Columbia 
Publicity  Director 

New  York — David  Lipton,  Universal 
studio  publicity  head,  has  resigned  to  join 
Columbia  January  2 as  publicity  director 
succeeding  Maurice  Bergman.  Bergman 
goes  to  20th  Century-Fox  on  December 
2 as  advertising  manager. 
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— Metropolitan  Photos 

Sales  Tops  Meet  the  Merchandise — 

Bob  Mochrie,  southern  district  manager;  Ned  E.  Depmet,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution,  and  Cresson  E.  Smith,  western  sales  manager,  meet 
Michele  Morgan,  new  RKO  star,  at  a cocktail  party  signalizing  her  arrival 
in  New  York  from  France. 


QVER  100  men  and  women  workers  as 
well  as  the  producing  committee  mem- 
bers of  the  seventh  annual  “Night  of  Stars” 
show  for  refugee  relief  will  be  guests  of 
United  States  Housing  Administrator  Na- 
than Straus  at  a cocktail  party  at  the 
Astor  Monday.  The  occasion  will  mark 
presentation  to  Straus,  as  chairman  of  the 
"Night  of  Stars,”  which  will  be  held  at 
Madison  Square  Garden,  November  27,  of 
a painting  by  David  Lax  for  the  cover  de- 
sign of  the  annual  year  book  of  the  United 
Palestine  Appeal,  published  each  year  in 
connection  with  “Night  of  Stars.”  In  addi- 
tion, Mrs.  Roger  W.  Straus,  chairman  of 
the  women’s  division,  will  report  on  ticket 
activities  of  her  workers.  Marvin  Schenck, 
chairman  of  the  producing  committee,  will 
tell  of  progress  made  toward  completion  of 
plans  for  the  “Night  of  Stars”  program. 

Harry  C.  Arthur  will  arrive  from  St. 
Louis  m the  7iext  few  days.  He  hasn’t  been 
in  town  for  a good  number  of  weeks  and 
has  to  catch  up  on  the  changing  Broad- 
way picture  . . . Jack  Goetz  has  gone  into 
training  at  the  New  York  Military  Acad- 
emy. He’s  been  at  the  Cornwall-on-the- 
Hudson  quarters  indefinitely  . . . George 
J.  Schaefer  flew  back  from  the  coast 
sooner  than  he  expected  . . . James  Mc- 
Nally, assistant  manager  at  the  New  Am- 
sterdam, has  been  promoted  to  manager 
of  the  Anco,  Cinema  circuit’s  latest  on 
42nd  St.  ..  . Herman  Wobber  has  gone 
to  San  Francisco  . . . E.  J . Sparks  pre- 
ceded Bob  Wilby  to  New  York.  Fred  Kent 
is  due  from  Jacksonville  early  in  the  week- 
. . . Sol  Lesser  sneaked  in  and  out  of  New 
York  recently  without  any  of  his  friends 
knowing  it  ..  . M.  M.  Jacobs  has  arranged 
to  have  Astor  Pictures  distribute  his  future 
product  in  the  Cleveland  area  . . . Dick 
Brenner,  manager  of  M-G-M’s  exchange 
in  Chile,  sailed  Friday  for  his  headquar- 
ters after  a six  weeks’  vacation  here  and 
on  the  coast.  This  was  his  first  trip  to 
America  in  10  years. 

Charles  Penser  now  is  selling  “Mein 
Kampf”  in  the  local  area  for  Melvin  Hirsch 
of  Crystal  Pictures  . . . Jack  Greenberg, 


Philadelphia  and  southern  New  Jersey  ex- 
hibitor, and  wife  were  in  town  celebrat- 
ing their  fifth  wedding  anniversary  . . . 
Incidentally,  Lep  Friedman  says  he  hit  an 
86  playing  golf  on  his  first  wedding  an- 
niversary celebration  at  Saratoga  Springs 
. . . Miriam  Hopkins  has  been  in  town 
on  a brief  vacation  . . . Norman  Moray 
is  making  a tour  of  Warner  exchanges  and 
will  arrive  in  Los  Angeles  about  Novem- 
ber 18.  While  on  the  coast  he  will  confer 
on  next  season’s  shorts  program  . . . Pris- 
cilla Lane  opened  at  the  Strand  Friday 
in  a personal  appearance.  After  the  book- 
ing she  plans  to  remain  in  the  east  for  a 
few  weeks  vacationing. 

Pat  Casey  says  he’ll  be  in  town  for  a 
couple  of  weeks  more  on  labor  matters  . . . 
Jeaiiette  MacDonald  on  November  11  starts 
a concert  tour,  opening  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  . . . After  their  p.  a.  at  the  Para- 
mount. Frances  Langford  and  her  hus- 
band, Jo7i  Hall,  head  for  Mia7ni  where 
they  are  plannmg  to  buy  a 60-foot  cruiser 
. . . Sid7iey  Justui,  Paramount  studio  at- 
torney, is  giving  his  local  friends  an  idea 
of  what  they  are  wearing  m Hollywood. 
He’s  acquired  a lot  of  gray  hair  si7ice  he 
left  these  parts  about  five  years  ago  for 
the  studio  post  . . . Rube  Jackter  con- 
ti7iues  to  flash  a 7iut-brown  complexion 
which  is  the  e7ivy  of  his  Columbia  con- 
freres . . . Charles  L.  O'Reilly  is  happy 
the  electio7is  are  over  a7id  he  ca7i  turn 
back  to  his  ca7idy  busmess.  For  the  past 
several  weeks  he  has  acted  as  chairman 
of  the  motio7i  picture  division  of  the 
Democratic  committee,  assisted  by  Jack 
Co7i7iolly,  former  Pathe  News  head  who  is 
rejoining  the  ar7ny  reserve. 

Bill  German  of  the  Brulatour  office 
plans  to  head  for  the  coast  November  15. 
His  wife  is  already  there  . . . Joe  Vogel 
bought  a new  Cadillac  opera  coupe  for  his 
wife.  He  gave  it  to  her  as  a present  on 
election  day  . . . Howard  Cullman’s  in- 
terest in  Broadway  plays  is  spreading.  He 
says  he  now  has  a share  in  five  shows, 
namely  “Life  With  Father,”  “Charley’s 
Aunt,”  “Lady  in  the  Dark,”  “Old  Ac- 


quaintance” and  another  he  declines  to 
mention  by  name  at  this  time  . . . Henry 
Reiner  of  National  Screen  has  named  his 
new  son  Robert  . . . A1  Hovell  has  gone 
to  Greenbrier  for  a brief  visit  and  will  be 
back  Wednesday.  He’s  the  operating  head 
of  Century  circuit  . . . On  his  return  from 
a quick  visit  to  the  studio,  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck  was  imbued  with  enthusiasm  at 
the  way  things  are  going  at  the  M-G-M 
plant. 

Gertrude  Scheedel,  secretary  to  Joe 
Becker  at  RKO,  is  recuperatmg  at  the 
X-Ray  Hospital  fro7n  an  appendectomy. 
She  is  expected  to  be  discharged  the  end 
of  the  week  . . . Bob  Gillham  has  go7ie  to 
Miami  for  a visit  to  the  Fleischer  studios. 
From  there  he  will  head  for  New  Orleans 
before  retur7ii7ig  to  New  York  the  latter 
part  of  the  week  . . . George  Skouras  and 
Bill  White  gave  each  other  a verbal  work- 
out after  the  electio7is.  J.  J.  O'Connor  was 
another  who  paid  off  on  Willkie  . . . Louis 
Wemberg  paid  George  Lynch  of  the  Schine 
circuit  a visit  in  Gloversville  the  middle 
of  the  week  . . . George  E.  Brow7ie,  head 
of  the  lATSE,  has  been  ill  at  his  Chicago 
home,  again  necessitatmg  a delay  in  ne- 
gotiatio7is  for  a merger  of  Local  306  and 
Empire. 

Isidore  Welt  of  the  Rosenblatt-Welt  cir- 
cuit is  expected  to  leave  Mt.  Sinai  Hos- 
pital in  about  two  weeks  following  an 
operation  . . . Kenneth  MacKenna,  M-G-M 
scenario  head,  is  in  town  from  the  coast 
to  take  in  Broadway  plays  and  confer 
with  book  publishers  . . . Universal  dug  up 
a couple  of  magic  carpets  to  tote  cute 
Gloria  Jean  around  miles  of  the  metro- 
politan area  for  “in  person”  appearances 
at  RKO  theatres  in  connection  with  her 
latest,  “A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven”  . . . Roy 
Disney  is  here  for  the  “Fantasia”  open- 
ing . . . N.  L.  and  Mrs.  Nathanson  have 
been  visiting  again  from  Toronto  . . . Ben 
(Continued  on  page  24-B) 


Scully  on  Tour — 

William  A.,  Universal’s  ge7ieral  sales 
manager,  essays  the  perilous  journey 
from  New  York  to  Paterso7i  for  the 
premiere  of  “One  Night  in  the  Trop- 
ics’’ at  the  Fabian. 
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September  Trading 
In  Stocks  Light 


Washington — Only  four  transactions  by 
officers,  directors  and  principal  stockhold- 
ers in  the  securities  of  their  motion  pic- 
ture corporations  are  shown  by  the  first 
September  summary  of  the  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission,  issued  this  week. 

In  General  Theatres  Equipment  corpora- 
tion, R,  B,  Larue,  New  York,  officer,  was 
reported  as  acquiring  100  shares  of  capi- 
tal stock,  increasing  his  interest  to  600 
shares. 

Continuing  its  program  of  acquiring  the 
common  stock  of  Loew’s  Boston  Theatres, 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  secured  309  shares,  giving  it 
a total  of  117,783  shares. 

The  Atlas  Corporation  strengthened  its 
interest  in  Radio-Keith-Orpheum  by  se- 
curing 500  shares  of  convertible  preferred 
stock,  of  which  it  held  32,581  shares  at 
the  close  of  the  month.  Atlas  also  held 
594,318  shares  of  common,  268,230  shares 
of  common  through  the  American  Com- 
pany and  327,812  warrants  for  common  at 
the  close  of  September. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  reports  showed 
that  Sidney  Kent,  New  York  officer,  dis- 
posed of  1,000  shares  of  common  stock, 
reducing  his  interest  to  2,180  shares,  and 
Seton  Porter,  New  York,  director,  disposed 
of  700  shares,  leaving  him  with  176  shares. 


WB  District  Managers 
Meet  With  Grad  Sears 

New  York — District  managers  for  War- 
ner met  with  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general 
sales  manager,  and  Carl  Leserman,  his 
assistant,  at  the  home  office  for  a general 
review  of  the  past  few  months’  activities 
and  setting  up  plans  for  the  next  few 
months.  It  is  understood  details  of  the 
proposed  consent  decree  were  explained  as 
well  as  the  arbitration  provisions. 

Among  the  out-of-town  men  attending 
were:  Robert  Smeltzer,  central  district 
with  headquarters  in  Washington:  Rud 
Lohrenz,  midwest  with  Chicago  headquar- 
ters; James  Winn,  prairie  district  and 
headquartering  in  Kansas  City;  Henry 
Herbel,  west  coast  head  with  offices  in  Los 
Angeles;  Wolfe  Cohen  of  Canada  and 
operating  out  of  Toronto;  Ralph  McCoy, 
Atlanta  branch  manager.  Ed  Schnitzer, 
eastern  district  chieftain,  also  sat  in.  He 
makes  his  offices  at  the  local  exchange. 


Cohn  Heads  Arrangements 
For  Motion  Picture  Night 

New  York — Jack  Cohn  has  been  named 
chairman  of  the  arrangements  committee 
in  connection  with  the  Motion  Picture 
Night  sponsored  by  Pacific  Lodge  No.  233, 
P.&A.M.,  at  the  Masonic  Temple  Novem- 
ber 28  to  which  all  Masons  in  the  indus- 
try are  to  be  invited. 

Serving  as  vice-chairmen  are  Harold 
Rodner,  Hal  Hode  and  Joseph  Quittner. 
On  the  committee  are  Richard  V.  Ander- 
son, George  H.  Baldson,  Haskell  M.  Block, 
Leo  Brecher,  Harry  Buxbaum,  Frank  G. 
Cooley,  Samuel  Eckman,  who  is  in  London, 
J.  B.  G.  Frawley,  Louis  Geller,  Ben  Goetz, 
Herbert  Griffin,  Joe  Hornstein,  Bernard 
Klawans,  James  Martin,  Sam  E.  Morris, 
Sam  Rubinstein,  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
Samuel  Schneider,  Henry  Siegel,  Herman 
Starr,  Herman  Stern,  Moe  Streimer,  A.  L. 
Suchman,  Carl  von  Hoffman  and  Herbert 
J.  Yates. 


"Bagdad"  Will  Roadshow 
In  Southern  Countries 


— Metroiiolitan  Photos 

New  York — UA  will  open  its  season  in 
South  and  Latin  America  next  March  with 
a roadshow  policy  for  “The  Thief  of  Bag- 
dad,” according  to  Walter  Gould,  recently 
appointed  acting  head  of  the  foreign  de- 
partment. Gould  declares  the  film  will 
play  to  advanced  admissions  and  will  fol- 
low a policy  of  extended  runs. 

He  has  just  returned  from  a four-month 
trip  through  a number  of  Latin-American 
countries,  where  business  is  good,  he  said. 
His  new  post  is  the  one  left  vacant  with 
the  appointment  of  Arthur  W.  Kelly  to 
domestic  sales  manager.  Thomas  Mul- 
rooney,  foreign  sales  manager,  will  con- 
tinue in  the  same  capacity. 

American  Features  Will 
Have  Place  in  France 

New  York — Although  American  news- 
reels will  not  be  restored  to  French  screens 
at  present,  the  Vichy  government  has  no 
intention  to  eliminate  American  features 
from  the  country’s  theatres,  according  to 
a UP  dispatch  from  Vichy  quoting  Tixier 
Vignancourt,  official  in  charge  of  reor- 
ganizing the  French  film  industry. 

“There  always  was  and  will  be  a large 
clientele  for  American  films  in  France 
where  the  public  has  an  enormous  liking 
for  this  branch  of  United  States  products,” 
he  is  said  to  have  declared. 


Metro  Turns  Times  Square 
Booth  Over  to  City 

New  York — With  the  Fair  over,  M-G-M 
has  turned  over  to  the  city  its  informa- 
tion booth  in  Times  Square.  The  trylon 
has  been  removed  but  the  perisphere  re- 
mains with  the  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  sign 
on  it.  Cooperating  with  the  city  further, 
M-G-M  continues  to  employ  two  informa- 
tion clerks  in  the  booth. 


Exports  Via  New  York 

Minneapolis — The  export  business  of 
United  States  Air  Conditioning  Corp.,  is 
being  handled  now  through  the  company’s 
export  division  in  New  York,  according  to 
A.  A.  Feinberg,  president.  The  change 
became  effective  November  1,  he  said. 


Ready  to  Coordinate 
Defense  Aid  Units 


New  York — Personnel  of  the  key  sub- 
committees to  aid  national  defense  has 
been  completed.  With  all  units  organized 
to  cooperate  in  setting  up  a program, 
Francis  S.  Harmon,  co-ordinator,  will 
leave  next  week  for  Hollywood  to  go  over 
with  the  coast  committees  some  of  the 
studies  he  has  made  on  various  aspects  of 
the  plan. 

The  following  men  now  complete  the 
local  committees  that  will  fimction  with 
the  master  co-ordinating  committee: 

Publicity — Oscar  Doob,  chairman;  Harry 
Brandt,  Harry  Goldberg,  Claude  F.  Lee, 
Harry  Mandel  and  Aubrey  Schenck. 

Distributors — W.  A.  Scully,  chairman; 
Neil  F.  Agnew,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  William 
F.  Rodgers,  Gradwell  L.  Sears  and  Her- 
man Wobber. 

Newsreels — E.  B.  Hatrick,  chairman; 
Thomas  Mead,  Albert  J.  Richard,  Walton 
C.  Ament  and  Truman  Talley.  Short  Sub- 
jects— William  Clark,  chairman;  Bernard 
Kreisler,  Harry  Michalson,  Norman  Moray, 
Richard  F.  Murray,  Fred  Quimby  and  Max 
Weisfeldt. 


Legit  Is  Seeking  Wider 
Sunday  Evening  Trade 

New  York — Legitimate  theatrical  pro- 
ducers are  known  to  be  “after”  $1  and 
$1.50  trade  for  Sunday  evening  perform- 
ances to  compete  with  Broadway  film 
houses.  This  became  known  as  various 
producers  were  mulling  the  advisability  of 
a regular  policy  of  Sunday  performances, 
now  that  Actors’  Equity  council  has  ap- 
proved the  move.  This  was  done  with  only 
the  stipulation  that  the  producers  would 
not  increase  prices  above  the  normal  week- 
day scales. 

Although  two  shows  were  to  have  oper- 
ated November  10,  last  minute  decisions 
may  hold  them  up  to  next  Sunday.  They 
are  “Tobacco  Road”  and  “Kind  Lady.” 
The  experiment  is  limited  to  a period  not 
extending  beyond  next  June  1. 

"Great  Dictator"  Seen 
Staying  Five  Weeks 

New  York — The  third  week  of  “The 
Great  Dictator”  at  the  continuous  run 
Capitol  did  $60,000  and  figures  to  stretch 
to  five  weeks.  The  first  stanza  of  seven 
full  days  was  good  for  $90,000,  with  the 
second,  $71,600.  The  third  week  take  at 
the  two-a-day  Astor  was  $18,900,  slightly 
under  an  opening  week  of  $22,000,  and  a 
second  week  of  $20,000. 

In  12  of  14  out-of-town  engagements 
“Dictator”  is  holding  a second  week,  with 
the  other  two  spots  moving  over.  The 
“Dictator”  gross  at  the  Capitol,  selling  at 
the  same  advanced  scale  as  “Gone  With 
the  Wind,”  compares  with  the  latter’s 
gross  of  an  opening  Christmas  week  of 
$58,000;  second  week,  $75,500;  third,  $75,- 
300,  and  fourth,  $72,600. 


Max  Cohen  Opens  Anco 

New  York — Max  A.  Cohen,  head  of 
Cinema  circuit,  opened  the  Anco  on  42nd 
St.  and  Eighth  Ave.  Saturday  morning. 
The  house  was  to  have  been  called  the 
Fortune,  but  for  personal  reasons  the  name 
of  Anco  was  decided  upon.  A few  weeks 
ago  the  circuit  added  the  Ace  and  Metro. 
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One  Round  to  Posen 
In  Universal  Suit 


New  York — Most  important  court  news 
of  the  week  was  an  initial  victory  scored 
by  Samuel  I.  Posen,  Universal  director,  in 
connection  with  his  stockholder  suit 
against  the  company.  Western  Electric 
and  Erpi  had  applied  to  dismiss  the  ac- 
tion, claiming  it  failed  to  state  a cause 
of  action.  Supreme  Court  Justice  William 
T.  Collins  denied  the  plea  and  ordered  the 
defendants  to  file  an  answer  within  ten 
days.  The  action  charges  waste  and  mis- 
management and  implies  a loss  of  over 
$2,000,000  to  stockholders. 

RKO  stepped  back  in  the  court  picture 
again  during  the  week,  when  Thomas  K. 
Pinletter,  special  counsel  employed  by  the 
company  to  fight  allowances,  filed  a re- 
quest for  $15,000,  plus  $142  disburse- 
ments. Argument  on  Finletter’s  request 
will  be  held  in  Judge  William  O.  Bondy’s 
chambers  November  14.  At  the  same  time 
the  court  allowed  three  persons  whose 
claims  had  been  allowed  or  disallowed  per- 
mission to  reargue  for  more  money.  These 
are  George  L.  Schein,  counsel  for  the  In- 
dependent Protective  Committee  for  Com- 
mon Stockholders,  who  was  allowed  $8,000 
when  he  requested  $100,000;  Abel  Gott- 
heimer  and  Bernard  Bercu,  accountants  for 
Schein,  who  was  allowed  $2,000  out  of  a 
request  for  $30,000,  and  David  Stock,  coun- 
sel for  H.  Cassel  & Co.,  bondholders,  who 
had  sought  $15,000  and  received  nothing. 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Aaron  Steuer  has 
reserved  decision  after  trial  of  Dennis  R. 
Scanlan’s  $92,000  action  against  Sonja 
Henie  in  which  the  plaintiff  sought  15 
per  cent  of  the  actress’  earnings,  claiming 
he  secured  her  job  for  her  at  20th-Fox. 
Scanlan  declared  Miss  Henie  has  earned 
$639,895  since  she  joined  the  company  and 
has  one  more  film  to  make  at  $135,000. 
The  actress  took  the  stand  in  her  own  de- 
fense and  denied  the  existence  of  any  con- 
tract. 

Guaranteed  Denied  Injunction 

Guaranteed  Pictures  lost  its  plea  for  a 
temporary  injunction  against  Screen  At- 
tractions in  which  it  sought  to  prevent  the 
defendants  from  distributing  ten  westerns 
belonging  to  it.  Supreme  Court  Justice 
William  T.  Collins  in  denying  the  injunc- 
tion, ruled  there  was  doubt  as  to  whom  the 
pictures  belonged  and  set  trial  for  De- 
cember 2. 

Suit  of  Select  Theatres  against  Warner 
Bros,  and  Richard  Ainley  has  been  settled 
out  of  supreme  court  with  Warner  agreeing 
to  pay  the  plaintiff  approximately  $10,000 
for  the  actor’s  services  and  a larger 
amount  next  year,  should  his  option  be 
lifted.  Action  sought  an  injunction  and 
$100,000  damages,  claiming  Warner  “en- 
ticed” the  actor,  under  contract  to  Se- 
lect, to  sign  a $650  weekly  agreement 
while  the  plaintiff  was  negotiating  for  a 
loan  out  to  Loew’s  at  $1,000  weekly  for 
the  first  year  to  $2,500  weekly  at  the  end 
of  his  third  year. 

Yetta  Nalaboff,  administratrix  of  the 
estate  of  Aaron  Nalaboff,  has  filed  a $110,- 
000  suit  against  the  Stanley-Mark  Strand 
Corp.,  Warner  Bros.  Circuit  Management 
Corp.,  and  G.  A.  Zimmerman  Corp.,  in  the 
supreme  court  claiming  her  husband  was 
killed  March  18,  1940,  while  employed  at 
the  N.  Y.  Strand,  through  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  defendants. 

Suit  of  Operatic  Festival,  Inc.,  against 
Nan  Rae  and  Maude  Davis  has  been  dis- 
continued in  the  supreme  court.  Action 
sought  to  prevent  the  defendants,  a com- 
edy team,  from  working  for  anyone  but 


the  plaintiff,  a Shubert  subsidiary.  The 
defense  claimed  the  Shuberts  were  vio- 
lating the  law  in  lending  players  to  film 
companies  and  other  “legit”  producers 
and  asked  cancellation  of  the  contract. 
The  plaintiff  was  apparently  unwilling  to 
risk  losing  lucrative  film  contracts  in  an 
adverse  ruling  by  the  supreme  court  and 
discontinued  the  action.  Emil  K.  Ellis  rep- 
resented the  defendants  in  the  suit. 


Universal  Directorate 
Removes  Wihiam  Freiday 

New  York — Trustees  of  Universal  Cor- 
poration, holding  company  of  Universal 
Pictures  Corp.,  declare  the  directors  of  the 
latter  company  have  removed  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Freiday  from  the  board. 

Freiday,  associated  with  the  J.  Robin- 
son-Duff  & Co.,  brokerage  house,  instituted 
suit  against  Universal  recently  alleging 
mismanagement.  No  replacement  has  been 
named  for  him  on  the  board  which  now 
includes  11,  as  against  the  usual  12,  mem- 
bers. Freiday,  meanwhile,  asserts  he  re- 
ceived no  notice  of  the  special  meeting  at 
which  he  was  removed  from  the  direc- 
torate. Counsel  for  the  Universal  Corpora- 
tion, however,  asserts  notices  of  that  meet- 
ing, held  October  28,  had  been  sent  only 
to  trustees  because,  under  the  agreement 
of  trusteeship,  only  trustees  can  vote. 

Interboro  Circuit  Staii 
Assured  Jobs  Secure 

New  York — The  Interboro  circuit,  head- 
ed by  Samuel  Strausberg,  has  informed  all 
members  of  its  theatres’  staff  that  those 
who  are  called  for  military  training  will 
be  assured  of  their  jobs  upon  the  termin- 
ation of  their  duties  upon  presentation  of 
an  honorable  discharge,  according  to  Stan- 
ley Kolbert,  general  manager. 

Columbia  Closes  3-Year 
Franchise  With  Fabian 

New  York — Columbia  has  closed,  but 
has  not  yet  signed,  a three-year  franchise 
with  Si  Fabian,  covering  the  latter’s  up- 
state situations.  Fabian’s  previous  deals 
with  the  distributor  were  on  a year-to- 
year  basis. 


Proskauer  in  Plea 
For  Federalion  Aid 


New  York — Declaring  the  need  for  sup- 
port this  year  is  greater  than  ever  before, 
an  appeal  for  increased  contributions  to 
the  Federation  for  the  Support  of  Jewish 
Philanthropic  Societies  of  New  York  has 
been  made  to  the  industry  by  former 
Judge  Joseph  M.  Proskauer. 

“Conditions  are  such,”  he  stated,  “that 
we  must  raise  $1,000,000  more  than  last 
year  to  maintain  the  service  provided  to 
more  than  300,000  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren annually.”  He  pointed  out  that  dur- 
ing the  past  five  years  contributions  from 
the  film  and  theatrical  industry  have  in- 
creased from  less  than  $30,000  to  $150,000. 

Attending  the  initial  meeting  were  David 
Bernstein,  Albert  Warner,  Barney  Balaban, 
Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Jack  Cohn,  Murray 
Silverstone,  Leopold  Friedman,  Abe  Schnei- 
der, Arthur  Israel,  Malcolm  Kingsberg, 
Joseph  H.  Hazen,  Joseph  M.  Moskowitz, 
Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  Herman  Robbins, 
Joseph  D.  Basson,  M.  A.  Schlesinger,  Harry 
Buxbaum,  I.  M.  Norr,  William  Morris  jr., 
Arthur  Murray,  Louis  Nizer,  Harry  Brandt, 
Alan  Freedman,  Ben  Moss,  Marcus  Hei- 
man,  Louis  Bernstein,  Jack  Alicoate  and 
Ted  Friend,  all  of  whom  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  various  committees. 


See  Foreign  Drop  Blow 
To  Loew's  Earnings 

New  York — For  the  first  quarter  start- 
ing September  1,  1940,  Loew’s  is  expected 
to  earn  from  50  to  75  cents  a share  on  the 
common.  Estimates  for  the  year  ended 
August  31,  1940,  place  the  annual  common 
stock  earnings  at  $4.75  a share.  This  com- 
pares with  $5.50  for  the  previous  year,  the 
drop  being  attributed  to  the  loss  in  for- 
eign revenue. 

According  to  a spokesman  for  Loew’s, 
business  currently  is  running  ahead  of  last 
year  at  the  same  time.  Accountants  are 
now  working  on  the  figures  for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year  which  are  expected  to  be 
officially  divulged  in  the  next  few  weeks. 


— Vincent  Payne 

Providence  Showman  Greets  Starlet — 

E.  M.  Fay,  who  runs  the  Majestic  among  other  houses  in  the  Rhode  Island 
city,  meets  the  train  which  brings  Gloria  Jean  to  his  city.  Gloria  appeared 
there  as  part  of  her  p.  a.  tour  and  on  behalf  of  “A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven” 
and  returns  to  New  York  for  a spell  before  returning  to  the  studio. 
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Q,LORIA  JEAN,  Universal  starlet,  is  due 
here  Friday  to  personally  introduce  her 
latest,  “A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven,”  at  Keith’s 
. . . All  first  runs,  in  addition  to  the 
Warner  circuit  of  21  houses,  extended  their 
schedules  election  day  to  bring  the  returns 
to  patrons  . . . The  Variety  banquet  on 
the  16th  looms  as  the  social  event  of  the 
year,  what  with  out-of-town  reservations 
piling  in  and  the  guest  list  of  screen  and 
stage  celebrities  mounting  in  prominence 
. . . Hebert  Poland  of  Luke,  Md.,  went 
hunting  for  a squirrel  “bunting”  . . . The 
partnership  of  Taylor  & Jones,  owners  of 
the  Midland  Opera  House,  Midland,  Md., 
will  dissolve  as  of  December  1,  with  Jones 
holding  the  reins  . . . Grace  Fisher  of 
Cumberland  has  returned  from  her  New 
York  junket. 

Monogram’s  Harry  Brown  is  sporting  a 
new  Olds  and  chose  Roanoke  for  its 
shakedown  cruise  . . . Sam  Galanty,  Co- 
lumbia district  manager,  grabbed  the  rat- 
tler for  Cleveland,  from  whence  he  jour- 
nies  to  Tucson,  Ariz.,  for  the  premiere  of 
“Arizona”  . . . George  Gill  of  PRC  has 
closed  deals  with  the  Lichtman  and  Wilby- 
Kincey  circuits  . . . Mrs.  Clara  Wachter 
of  Heiiry’s,  Hagerstown,  has  been  confined 
to  her  apartment  with  injuries  sustained 
in  a fall  . . . Fred  Rohrs  of  UA  advises 
“The  Great  Dictator”  will  be  on  a road- 
show basis  for  at  least  six  months  . . . 
Angie  Luzi  of  Clark  Film  will  extend  the 
third  finger,  left  hand  on  the  Ibth,  the 
occasion  of  her  marriage  to  “Buddy”  Sokol 
at  Sacred  Heart  Church  . . . Bob  Folliard, 
RKO  branch  manager,  returned  from  the 
situations  in  the  Norfolk  and  Richmond 
territories  and  then  headed  for  Roanoke. 

The  Variety  Club  is  sponsoring  a spe- 
cial train  and  special  ticket  reservation 
for  Redskin  rooters  to  the  Redskin-New 
York  Giant  pro  game  November  24  in  New 
York  . . . Bill  Henderson,  Durkee  booker, 
pulled  the  unexpected  when  he  failed  to 
appear  on  the  Row  per  schedule  due  to 
a severe  cold  . . . The  Metro  exchange 
was  the  local  distributor  of  the  reel,  “A 
Plea  for  National  Unity,”  that  was  flashed 
on  all  screens  the  day  following  election 
. . . Rudy  Berger  was  on  the  dais  at  the 
testimonial  dinner  tendered  to  Heinie 
Miller,  local  boxing  official,  on  his  de- 
parture for  service  with  the  Marines  . . . 
Phil  Bobys  is  battling  a mean  cold  at 
home  . . . Likewise  Carlton  Duffus  . . . 
Anna  Ridgely  is  home  . . . Murray  Green- 
lield,  Metro  head  booker,  is  vacationing, 
and  with  a fondness  for  the  hayburners, 
it  is  your  guess  where  . . . Helen  Pender 
has  returned  from  her  vacation  in  the 
Big  Town. 

WARNER  CHATTER:  Special  screen- 
ings were  held  of  “Dispatch  From  Reuter’s” 
for  the  drama  critics,  English  teachers  of 
the  district,  officials  of  the  National 
Pigeon  Ass’n  and  editorial  writers  . . . Su- 
zaiine  Jordan,  Earle  Roxyette,  has  been 
chosen  mascot  by  the  Charlotte  Hall  Mili- 
tary Academy  for  the  remainder  of  the 
pigskin  season  . . . The  Roxyettes  cele- 
brate their  third  anniversary  at  the  Earle 
next  week  . . . The  wedding  of  Bernadette 
Crouch  took  place  at  Sacred  Heart  Church 
on  the  9th,  with  a reception  at  the  Carl- 
ton . . . Mary  Lou  Sweiiarton  was  es- 
corted by  “Army”  to  the  Notre  Dame- 
Navy  game  in  Baltimore.  The  “All- 
American  Girl,”  thass  all!  . . . “Bobby”  An- 
derson has  resigned  from  the  booking  de- 
partment . . . Deepest  sympathy  is  ex- 
tended to  Mrs.  Alice  Anderson  of  the  con- 


tract department  on  the  death  of  her 
uncle. 

Visiting  the  Row  were  George  Loeffert, 
South  Norfolk;  B.  F.  Southern,  Clarksville; 
M.  Weinberger  of  New  York  and  formerly 
with  UA;  Jack  and  Julius  Levin,  Lou 
Garman,  Lou  Tunick,  Joe  Fields  and  Leon 
Back,  Baltimore  . . . The  Hallowe’en  party 
at  20th-Fox  was  quite  the  fiesta,  espe- 
cially highlighted  by  Edythe  Silverburg’s 
costumed  terpsichore  of  rhumbas  . . . Joe 
Cohan,  office  manager,  and  May  Feld- 
man, secretary  to  Sam  Wheeler,  indulged 
in  a bit  of  back  slapping  as  November  3 
recorded  their  mutual  birthdays  . . . Glenn 
Norris  is  the  proud  daddy  of  a baby  boy 
. . . Ira  Sichelman  is  anticipating  a huge 
cake  on  his  November  15  birthday  . . . 
Mrs.  Sam  Wheeler  surprised  her  son,  Ross, 
with  a birthday  party  last  Sunday. 

Kay  Hartnett  of  the  29th-Fox  inspection 
staff  is  home  ill  ..  . W.  Kupper,  29th-Fox 
western  division  manager,  is  employing  the 
long-range  finder  to  follow  the  activities 
of  his  son  who  is  playing  on  the  frosh 
eleven  at  V.  M.  I.  . . . The  Paramount  ex- 
change is  due  for  a change  of  address,  if 
present  plans  materialize.  New  site  is  quite 
definite  and  the  company  will  erect  its 
own  edifice,  parking  space,  et  al.  . . . 
Tommy  Mudd,  popular  Paramount  booker 
for  the  past  11  years,  has  resigned  . . . 
Bob  Cunningham  moves  up  from  shipping 
to  assist  in  the  booking  department,  and 
Roy  Fitzgerald  moves  up  a notch  in  the 
shipping  end  . . . “Gene”  Walker,  Para- 
mount billing  clerk,  couldn't  adjust  herself 
to  the  local  clime,  so  she  resigned  to  re- 
turn to  her  Florida  home. 


(Continued  from  page  23) 

Cohn  of  the  Warner  home  office  publicity 
staff  has  resigned  to  join  George  Hirli- 
man's  production  unit  in  Hollywood  as 
production  assistant.  His  first  assignment 
is  a series  of  three  westerns. 

Jules  Levey  heads  for  the  coast  shortly 
to  put  in  production  “Butch  Minds  the 
Baby”  and  “Tight  Shoes”  . . . Walter  Gould 
doesn’t  like  the  way  his  teeth  are  acting 
up  ..  . Lynn  Farnol  is  on  the  coast  for 
the  November  14  premiere  of  “The  Great 
Dictator”  . . . Joe  McConville,  Columbia’s 
foreign  manager;  Jack  Segal,  in  charge  of 
foreign  exchange  operations,  and  Charles 
Roberts,  home  office  supervisor  for  Latin 
America,  have  left  Buenos  Aires  for  San 
Diego,  Chile,  en  route  home  . . . Dave 
Lipton  is  in  town  from  the  Universal 
studios  . . . Guest  speaker  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Ampa,  to  be  held  Thursday,  at 
the  Edison,  will  be  Edgar  Kobak,  vice- 
president  of  NBC,  whose  topic  will  be 
“You’re  in  the  Show  Business,  Too.”  Ko- 
bak was  for  four  years  vice-president  of 
the  Lord  and  Thomas  advertising  agency 
and  is  known  as  a speaker  on  advertising 
topics.  His  talk  before  the  Ampa  will  be 
primarily  concerned  with  radio  as  an  ex- 
ploitation medium  for  films.  He  will  be 
introduced  by  Mort  Blumenstock,  eastern 
advertising  and  publicity  director  of  War- 
ner. 


Shubert  Players  Dissolved 

Dover,  Del. — Shubert  Theatre  Players 
Co.,  a Delaware  corporation,  has  been  de- 
clared dissolved.  Secretary  of  State  Jo- 
siah  Marvel  jr.,  has  issued  a certificate  of 
voluntary  dissolution  by  consent  of  all  the 
stockholders. 


pRESTON  FOSTER  made  personal  ap- 
pearances at  the  Colonial  in  connection 
with  the  first  local  showing  of  “North  West 
Mounted  Police.”  A local  girl  resembling 
Madeleine  Carroll  had  dinner  with  Pres- 
ton then  attended  the  show  with  him.  The 
British  consul  came  up  from  Norfolk  for 
the  premiere  . . . Al  Nowitsky  assembled 
his  own  stage  show  at  the  National  last 
week,  and  it  wasn’t  bad  . . . William  An- 
drews, assistant  to  Pete  Stainback  at 
Loew’s,  leaves  for  camp  with  the  National 
Guard  in  January  . . . Ivan  Rosenbaum, 
booker  for  Neighborhood  Theatres,  and  his 
wife  vacationed  in  New  York,  attending 
one  of  the  games  at  Cornell  during  the 
week. 

Grace  House,  cashier  at  the  Westhamp- 
ton,  who  has  been  sick  for  several  days, 
was  admitted  to  the  Sheltering  Arms  Hos- 
pital . . . Muriel  Stevenson,  secretary  to 
Frank  O’Brien,  is  back  at  her  desk  looking 
fit  as  a fiddle  after  that  long  illness  . . . 
Dorothy  Shewbridge  Smith,  secretary  to 
Sam  Bendheim,  returned  to  work  after 
honeymooning  in  Florida  . . . Ben  Pitts  is 
installing  his  own  vending  machines  in  his 
houses  . . . Charlie  Hulbert,  manager  of 
the  Lee,  is  pretty  busy  these  days,  what 
with  painting  his  office  and  building 
miniature  trains  . . . Dan  Lohwasser  is  the 
new  member  of  Billy  Ballenger’s  service 
staff  at  the  Grand. 

The  State  bowling  team  increased  its 
league  lead  to  two  full  games  Monday 
night  by  taking  two  out  of  three  from  the 
second  place  Park  crew  . . . The  Brook-vue 
team  has  been  forced  to  postpone  its  games 
the  past  two  weeks  due  to  lack  of  players, 
but  Ober  Boyd  has  promised  a full  team 
for  next  Monday  . . . Howard  Rubin,  son 
of  Herman  Rubin,  Petersburg  city  man- 
ager for  Neighborhood  Theatres,  has 
joined  the  Naval  Reserve  . . . The  govern- 
ment’s decision  to  build  up  Camp  Lee,  near 
Hopewell,  will  benefit  theatres  of  Hope- 
well,  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  They  are 
planning  barracks  for  80,000  men. 

Bob  Bertschey,  Mathews  Theatre  owner, 
brought  up  a team  of  bowlers  to  roll  a 
local  team  . . . Lum  ’n’  Abner’s  RKO  pic- 
ture did  better  than  average  business  at 
the  State  last  week,  and  they  are  appear- 
ing in  person  at  the  National  this  week 
. . . Howard  Powers,  operator  at  the  West- 
hampton,  went  to  Washington  to  see  a 
burleycue  . . . Fred  Beiersdorf,  Warner 
braiich  manager,  was  here  . . . Herbert 
Rawlinson,  old  timer,  played  the  lead  in 
“The  American  Way”  when  it  was  pre- 
sented here  at  the  Mosque  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Junior  League. 

Floyd  Stawls,  manager  of  the  Carillon, 
took  a flight  test  at  the  Byrd  Airport  for 
2-5  rating  . . . Ben  Pitts  was  on  hand  for 
the  dedication  of  the  deeper  waterways 
terminal  . . . Glenn  Thompson  has  been 
transferred  from  the  Lee  to  the  National 
service  staff,  being  replaced  by  Malvin 
McLane  . . . Louise  Cogbill,  cashier  at  the 
Carillon,  visited  in  Washington  . . . Charlie 
Hulbert  won  $25  in  a News  Leader  photo 
contest  . . . Keith  Caudle,  relief  manager 
for  Wilmer  & Vincent,  and  friends  went 
fishing  at  Mathews  . . . Fred  Rohrs,  United 
Artists  manager,  was  here  . . . Also  Ben 
Caplon,  Columbia  salesman  . . . Bernard 
McCann,  doorman  at  the  Colonial,  has  re- 
signed ...  A charter  has  been  issued  to 
the  Coin  Operated  Movies  and  Phonograph 
Corporation,  Norfolk,  with  a maximum 
capital  of  $25,000.  Samuel  W.  Carty, 
president. 
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QLORIA  JEAN,  young  Universal  star, 
made  personal  appearances  at  the  RKO 
Palace  here  Tuesday,  where  her  picture, 
“A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven,”  was  playing. 
She  also  was  guest  of  honor  at  a radio 
birthday  party  sponsored  by  a local  news- 
paper. Youngsters  whose  birthdays  fell  on 
Tuesday  were  invited  to  the  party. 

Boston  College  alumni  are  planning  a 
welcome  for  George  McGunnigle,  Lester 
Pollock’s  new  assistant  manager  at  Loew’s 
Rochester.  He  got  into  the  theatre  busi- 
ness while  going  to  school  and  worked  at 
Loew’s  State  in  Boston. 

A blaze  which  started  in  the  projection 
booth  of  the  Genesee  Theatre  in  nearby 
Mt.  Morris  caused  Prank  DiPasquale, 
operator,  slight  burns.  Richard  Detto, 
manager,  was  forced  to  close  the  theatre 
because  of  the  damage  to  the  machines. 
Patrons  walked  quietly  out  of  the  house 
when  the  fire  started. 

Toby  Ross,  former  musical  director  at 
the  RKO  Palace  here  and  for  the  last 
three  years  manager  of  the  Elmwood  in 
nearby  Penn  Yan,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Andrews  in  Salamanca.  He’ll  be 
succeeded  in  Penn  Yan  by  Wallace  Fol- 
kins  of  Rochester. 

Members  of  Local  25,  of  the  Stage  Em- 
ployes, presented  an  honorary  life  mem- 
bership to  former  Rep.  George  B.  Kelly. 


One  Every  Six  Weeks  Is 
Select  Attractions'  Plan 

New  York  — Select  Attractions  has 
geared  its  production  schedule  for  the  re- 
lease of  one  picture  every  six  weeks  be- 
ginning November  29.  The  company 
plans  to  set  up  five  additional  branches  in 
Atlanta,  Charlotte,  Milwaukee,  Omaha  and 
St.  Louis  within  the  next  few  weeks  to  give 
it  a total  of  25  exchanges  which  will  han- 
dle its  own  product  solely. 

Augmenting  its  program.  Select  has  con- 
tracted with  George  Merrick  to  make  six 
features  and  for  Paul  Ludwig  Stein,  who 
is  due  from  London  about  November  15,  to 
turn  out  three,  according  to  Charles  Kranz, 
president.  He  declares  the  company’s 
British  affiliate  has  agreed  to  invest  about 
$90,000'  in  a studio  at  New  Providence,  in 
the  Bahamas,  which  is  to  be  modernized 
for  the  production  of  a “few”  pictures. 

George  Richfield,  Select’s  attorney,  who 
is  presently  in  England,  is  negotiating  for 
the  rights  to  the  biography  of  Christopher 
Columbus,  which  is  to  be  partly  filmed  in 
Portugal,  Kranz  adds. 

Ben  Cohn  of  Warner’s  home  office  pub- 
licity department  has  joined  the  produc- 
tion staff  of  George  Hirliman,  who  is 
scheduled  to  produce  four.  Cohn  has  been 
assigned  to  westerns. 


Frank  C.  Walker  to 
Honor  PhillyV.C. 

Philadelphia — Postmaster-General  Prank 
C.  Walker  will  be  guest  of  honor  at  the 
■Variety  Club’s  annual  banquet  at  the  Belle- 
vue-Stratford,  December  12,  the  club  an- 
nounces. 

“The  banquet  will  outshine  any  previous 
entertainment  we  have  ever  had,”  the  of- 
ficers aver. 
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Shapiro  May  Settle 
Out  of  Court 

Philadelphia  — The  $75,000  triple-dam- 
age anti-trust  suit  by  Dave  Shapiro,  Ad- 
miral Theatre,  against  the  major  dis- 
tributors, the  Warner  theatres  and  Robert 
Lynch,  local  Metro  exchange  head,  may 
be  settled  out  of  court,  BOXOFFICE  has 
learned. 

Irvin  A.  Winegrad,  Shapiro's  attorney, 
has  asked  the  courts  to  "continue,"  or 
postpone,  the  hearing  for  a few  weeks,  to 
see  whether  settlement  can  be  reached, 
it  is  understood. 

VS  - 

Shift  Hour  Schedule 
For  "NWMP"  Run 

New  York — The  Paramount  has  reshuf- 
fled the  hour  schedule  instead  of  increas- 
ing admission  prices  for  “North  West 
Mounted  Police.”  Whereas  formerly  there 
were  but  three  price  changes  during  week- 
days, there  are  now  five,  including  the 
introduction  of  two  new  levels — 44  cents 
and  65  cents. 

Following  is  a comparison  of  figures: 
WEEKDAYS 


Current 

Normal 

35 

cents 

to 

10  a.  m. 

35 

cents 

to 

1 

P. 

m. 

44 

cents 

to 

1 p.  m. 

55 

cents 

to 

6 

P. 

m. 

55 

cents 

to 

3 p.  m. 

85  cents 

to 

closing 

65 

cents 

to 

5 p.  m. 

85 

cents 

to 

closing 

SATURDAYS 

44 

cents 

to 

11  a.  m. 

35 

cents 

to 

11 

a. 

m. 

55 

cents 

to 

12  noon. 

44 

cents 

to 

1 

P. 

m. 

65 

cents 

to 

2 p.  m. 

65 

cents 

to 

5 

p. 

m. 

75 

cents 

to 

5 p.  m. 

99 

cents 

to 

closing 

99 

cents 

to 

closing 

SUNDAYS 

55 

cents 

to 

1 p.  m. 

44 

cents 

to 

1 

p. 

m. 

85 

cents 

to 

5 p.  m. 

75 

cents 

to 

2 

P. 

m. 

99 

cents 

to 

closing 

85 

cents 

to 

5 

P. 

m. 

99  cents  to  closing 


The  theatre’s  management  figured  this 
revision  of  the  hour  schedule  will  net  as 
much  as  a tilt  in  the  scale,  which,  it  was 
felt,  would  not  be  wise  in  view  of  the 
normally  high  tariff.  The  film  has  been 
sold  to  the  public  at  higher  admissions 
in  virtually  all  out-of-town  engagements. 


Skouras  Trial  Experiences 
Delay  Sixth  Time 

New  York — For  the  sixth  time  trial  of 
George  P.  Skouras  and  the  Skouras  Thea- 
tres Corp.,  has  been  delayed  in  the  federal 
court  to  November  20.  Reason  is  the 
inability  of  the  court  to  provide  a judge 
to  hear  the  case.  Skouras  is  accused  of 
trying  to  bribe  former  Judge  Martin  T. 
Manton  by  payment  of  $30,000  as  a result 
of  which  he  secured  assets  of  Fox  Thea- 
tres Corp.  valued  at  $1,500,000. 


Pathe  Film  Director  Dies 
Troy,  N.  Y. — Charles  A.  Stone  jr.,  Troy 
business  man,  banker,  investment  broker 
and  director  of  Pathe  Film  Corp.,  died  here 
after  a short  illness,  at  the  age  of  59. 


gARRY  GOLDMAN  and  wife  returned 

from  a pleasure  trip  to  New  York  . . . 
Ed  Wheeler,  Realart  Press,  took  his  wife 
to  the  hospital  Tuesday  . . . “Duke”  Lowen- 
berg  is  looking  for  a secretary  . . . A1 
Miller,  in  the  ad  sales  department  at 
20th-Fox,  was  in  town  Wednesday  driving 
a new  Pontiac  . . . Albert  Schocat  has  re- 
signed from  Ross  Federal  . . . “Sheriff” 
Joe  Fields,  Rivoli,  and  Mrs.  Fields  cele- 
brated her  birthday  and  their  wedding  an- 
niversary with  a trip  to  New  York  . . . 
Bill  Briemann,  Ambassador,  is  getting  a 
new  Pontiac  . . . Harry  Vogelstein,  Balti- 
more Poster  Co.,  was  busy  last  Tuesday  as 
a judge  at  the  election  polls  . . . Daylight 
saving  was  defeated  by  1,256  votes. 

Election  returns  were  given  out  at  nearly 
all  downtown  houses.  The  Center,  operated 
by  Morris  Mechatiic,  ran  a special  mid- 
night show,  giving  the  latest  returns  . . . 
Mac  Weinberg,  Little,  says  in  his  ads  “The 
Baker’s  Wife’’  will  7iot  be  shown  in  any 
other  theatre  in  Baltimore  this  season  . . . 
James  Elliott  has  resigned  as  manager  of 
the  Westway  . . . Charles  McCleary,  mana- 
ger of  Loew’s  Parkway,  is  coming  along 
nicely  at  Smai  Hospital.  Dave  Marks,  his 
assistant,  is  filling  in  ..  . C.  R.  McLaugh- 
lin, Altec,  is  driving  a new  Buick  . . . Miss 
Louise  Cassell,  for  quite  a few  years  maiia- 
ger  of  the  Horlacher  office,  has  resigned. 

Jacques  Shellman,  National  Penn  Print- 
ing Co.,  had  a birthday  last  week  . . . Last 
Friday,  the  Baltimore  Museum  of  Art 
showed  four  early  Chaplin  films  borrowed 
from  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  in  New 
York. 

Booth  Tarkingtons  Action 
Against  WB  Starts  Ian,  8 

New  York — Booth  Tarkington’s  $100,000 
suit  against  Warner  will  start  trial  in  the 
federal  court  January  8,  1941.  Action 
seeks  $100,000  damages  claiming  the  de- 
fendant produced  “Penrod  and  His  Twin 
Brother,”  not  based  on  any  story  of  Tark- 
ington’s. 

Atlas  Film  Exchange  has  filed  a writ  of 
attachment  in  the  supreme  court  against 
the  New  York  property  of  German  Camus 
Y Cid,  Mexican  film  company,  claiming 
the  defendants  breached  an  agreement 
signed  in  October  granting  the  plaintiff 
rights  to  distribute  “Cafe  Concordia”  in 
the  United  States.  It  is  claimed  the  de- 
fendant has  refused  to  order  Mercury 
Film  Labs,  in  whose  possession  the  print 
remains,  to  turn  it  over  to  the  plaintiff. 

UA  Will  Ask  Goldwyns 
Suit  Be  Dismissed 

New  York — On  November  15  UA  will  ask 
Federal  Judge  John  W.  Clancy  to  dismiss 
Samuel  Goldwyn’s  suit  on  the  ground  the 
action  failed  to  comply  with  a previous 
court  order  in  separating  causes  of  action. 
The  suit  seeks  to  break  the  producer’s 
distribution  contract  which  has  until  1945 
to  run. 


Hall  jr.  Opens  in  Utica 

Utica,  N.  J. — The  former  Carole  re- 
opened as  the  Sunset,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  C.  R.  Hall  jr.  of  Boonville. 
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"NWMP"  Release  Is 
Moved  to  Dec.  27 

New  York — Paramount  has  put  back  the 
general  release  of  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  until  December  27  due  to  pre- 
release bookings,  all  at  advanced  prices, 
according  to  Neil  F.  Agnew,  general  sales 
manager.  In  order  that  the  film  may  not 
suffer  in  any  situation  from  the  usual  pre- 
holiday slump,  no  bookings  are  to  be 
taken  from  December  14  to  Christmas  Day, 
he  adds. 


The  picture  has  been  held  over  in  its 
first  ten  key  runs  for  extra  time.  In  its 
opening  week  at  the  Newman,  Kansas  City, 
Paramount  reports  the  gross  did  223  per 
cent  of  the  house  average;  175  per  cent 
of  the  weekly  average  at  the  Majestic, 
Houston,  and  243  per  cent  at  the  Malco, 
Memphis.  The  range  of  better-than-nor- 
mal  takes  in  these  opening  runs,  accord- 
ing to  the  distributor,  was  from  138  to 
257  per  cent  ahead  of  “Union  Pacific.” 

Warm  Reception  for  Star's 
Appearance  in  Richmond 

Richmond — Lots  of  excitement  here- 
abouts as  Preston  Foster,  accompanied  by 
“Miss  Richmond,”  appeared  at  the  Colon- 
ial for  the  local  premiere  of  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  Thursday.  Foster  was  in- 
troduced to  the  audience  by  James  H. 
Price,  governor  of  Virginia.  Localites  made 
quite  a fuss  over  the  player,  staging  a 
parade,  arranging  radio  appearances  and 
entertaining  him  at  dinners. 


Corporation  News 

Albany  — Cash  Quiz,  Inc.,  has  been 
formed  to  conduct  a business  of  produc- 
ing short  film  subjects  in  connection  with 
“Cash  Quiz”  games.  Capital  stock  is  200 
shares,  no  par  value.  Incorporators  are 
Murray  K.  Parker,  Norman  Dym  and  At- 
torney Marcus  Miller. 


Castle  Production  Corp.  has  been  formed 
to  conduct  a motion  picture  business  in 
New  York.  Incorporators  are  Eugene  W. 
Castle,  Harry  J.  Spiess,  Murray  Goodman, 
30  Rockefeller  Plaza.  Attorney;  Fi'anklyn 
Ellenbogen,  21  E.  40th  St. 


Papers  showing  an  annulment  of  dis- 
solution of  Ellsworth  Amusement  Corp., 
Buffalo,  have  been  recorded  with  secre- 
tary of  state  by  Attorney  Charles  F.  Boine, 
Erie  County  Bank  Bldg. 


Jam  Handy  Pictures  Service,  Inc.,  a 
Delaware  concern,  filed  papers  on  change 
of  location  for  conduct  of  business  in  New 
York  State  to  120  Broadway,  New  York 
City.  Butzel,  Levin  & Winston,  National 
Bank  Bldg.,  were  its  attorneys. 


Le  Roi  Associates,  Inc.,  has  been  formed 
to  conduct  a motion  picture  business  in 
New  York.  Capital  stock  is  135  shares,  no 
par  value.  Incorporators  are;  Jerome  Ed- 
wards, Sanford  Green,  Lillian  Schwarz, 
1450  Broadway. 


Seaiord  Opens  Soon 

Seaford,  Del. — Seaford’s  new  $75,000 
theatre,  under  construction,  is  expected  to 
be  completed  and  ready  for  opening  about 
the  middle  of  next  month.  Thomas  E. 
Ayres  is  owner.  The  theatre  will  seat  800 
with  a stage  large  enough  for  average 
stage  shows. 


Two  in  Metropolitan  Area 
Are  Reopened  Thursday 

New  York — Two  theatres  in  the  local 
area  reopened  Thursday,  Harry  Kridel  re- 
lighting the  Beacon,  formerly  the  Strand, 
at  E.  Orange,  and  Dell  Amusement  Corp. 
starting  business  at  the  Majestic,  Brook- 
lyn, with  a new  type  of  policy  which  in- 
cludes vaudeville  and  shorts. 

Charles  Goldreyer  has  stepped  out  of 
the  Ritz,  Bronx;  the  Euclid,  Brooklyn, 
will  be  demolished  December  1;  the  New 
Singer  in  Brooklyn  reopened  October  25 
as  the  Reo;  Tobia  Leanzo  is  president  of 
Dale  Amusement  which  is  now  operating 
the  New  Roxy,  Yonkers,  formerly  called 
the  Broadway;  Dr.  Milton  Nussbaum  and 
Jack  Fields  have  acquired  the  St.  George, 
Linden,  N.  J.  Nussbaum’s  father  owns 
the  National,  Newark,  and  Fields  also  has 
an  interest  in  the  Cameo,  Jersey  City. 


Domestic  Market  to  Be 
Review  Board's  Topic 

New  York — The  National  Board  of  Re- 
view of  Motion  Pictures  has  designated 
“New  Frontiers  for  American  Movies”  as 
the  theme  of  its  conference  to  be  held  at 
the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  November  14-16, 
because  “disappearance  of  foreign  markets 
is  obliging  American  films  to  find  new 
frontiers  within  the  borders  of  this  con- 
tinent.” The  “new  frontiers”  are  described 
as  “new  audiences,  new  uses  of  film  and 
new  subjects.” 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


FRIENDLY  NEIGHBORS  (Rep)— Additional 

homespun  hokum  along  iamiliar  formula 
lines  adequately  serves  the  talents  of  the 
Weaver  Brothers  and  Elviry,  who  as  dust 
bowl  refugees,  play  the  good  Samaritans 
to  a ghost  town.  Nick  Grinde  directed. 

GIVE  US  WINGS  (Univ)— To  make  sure 
there  would  be  no  paucity  of  hard-boiled 
adolescents,  the  producer  recruited  the 
remnants  of  the  "Dead  End  Kids”  and  the 
"Little  Tough  Guys"  to  be  featured  in  a 
picture  which  has  to  do  with  a little  known 
phase  of  commercial  aviation,  namely, 
“crop  dusting"  or  "hedge  hopping."  But 
when  the  casting  problem  was  thusly 
solved,  the  filming  apparently  became  a 
laborious  procedure.  The  story  is  very 
weak,  resorting  to  frequent  sallies  at  com- 
edy, largely  on  the  slapstick  side,  to  drag 
it  out  of  the  doldrums.  Kenneth  Goldsmith 
produced;  Charles  Lament  directed. 

HERITAGE  (French  Films) — A dull  treatise  on 
the  lives,  mores,  and  amours  of  people  and 
events  in  an  uninteresting  Spanish  village. 
It's  lesser  French  product.  Juanita  Mon- 
tenegro, Vital,  Hubert  Prelier. 

SANDY  GETS  HER  MAN  (Univ)— Comedy  of 
the  broadest  variety  is  the  predominant 
characteristic  of  Sandy's  latest.  Her  antics 
should  amuse,  though  probably  won't  con- 
vulse, most  family  audiences.  Baby  Sandy, 
Stuart  Erwin,  Una  Merkel.  Otis  Garrett  and 
Paul  Gerard  Smith  co-directed. 

Complete  reviews  on  the  above  pictures 
will  appear  in  an  early  issue. 


Endeavor  to  Increase 
British  Remittance  Bid 


New  York — Efforts  are  being  made  by 
distributors  to  increase  the  $12,500,000  re- 
mittance proposal  offered  by  the  British 
government  for  the  year  beginning  No- 
vember 1.  Negotiations  are  being  contin- 
ued with  representatives  for  the  British 
government  and  some  sort  of  an  agreement 
is  expected  to  be  worked  out  in  the  next 
week  or  so. 

Foreign  representatives,  while  refusing 
to  discuss  the  situation,  declare  there  are 
several  important  points  yet  to  be  worked 
out  before  any  agreement  is  reached.  The 
impression  gained  from  the  negotiations 
indicate,  according  to  one  source,  that  a 
favorable  deal  to  the  distributors  will  re- 
sult. 

Remittances  for  the  year  ended  October 
31  held  the  total  figure  to  $17,500,000. 

Eastman  Limits  Proiit 
On  Defense  Orders 

Rochester — Out  of  the  10  per  cent  maxi- 
mum profits  the  Eastman  Kodak  Co.  has 
announced  on  defense  orders,  the  company 
will  pay  income  and  excess  profits  taxes, 
President  Ftank  W.  Lovejoy  has  advised 
Secretary  of  War  Stimson.  It  is  esti- 
mated such  taxes  will  amount  to  nearly 
two-thirds  of  a 10  per  cent  profit. 

In  announcing  that  Eastman  would  turn 
over  to  the  government  all  profits  over 
10  per  cent  on  defense  orders,  Lovejoy 
pointed  out  that  after  the  first  World 
War,  the  company  “made  a large  refund 
to  the  government  pursuant  to  a similar 
pledge  in  1917.” 

“While  the  company  is  not  assured  of 
any  profit  under  the  present  defense  con- 
tracts, it  will  nevertheless  refund  any 
profit  it  may  make  in  excess  of  10  per 
cent  of  cost,”  the  Eastman  head  wrote 
Stimson. 

Await  Further  Details 
On  Impost  in  India 

New  York — Although  two  majors  are  in 
receipt  of  correspondence  from  authorities 
in  Calcutta,  India,  informing  them  of 
drastic  increases  in  taxes  on  imported  film, 
the  data  is  held  to  be  too  meager  to  war- 
rant asking  the  state  department  to  in- 
tervene. At  a meeting  of  foreign  man- 
agers at  the  MPPDA,  it  was  decided  to 
wait  until  all  majors  receive  similar  notice 
before  taking  counter  action. 

This  attitude  is  based  on  the  belief  the 
government  in  India  has  not  made  clear 
whether  the  new  impost  applies  only  to 
Calcutta,  or  to  the  entire  country. 

"Good  Neighbor"  Films 
"Cinematic  Insults" 

Hollywood — Harold  Heffernan,  syndi- 
cate film  writer,  reports  that  “A  round- 
robin  protest  signed  by  every  film  distribu- 
tor in  South  America  urges  Hollywood  pro- 
ducers to  put  an  immediate  clamp  on  the 
manufacture  of  so-called  Latin-American 
‘good  neighbor’  movies — at  least  until 
something  is  learned  of  life,  modes  and 
fancies  of  folks  down  that  way.” 

Heffernan  adds,  “The  few  already  re- 
leased there  since  the  war-inspired  drive 
on  that  potentially  golden  market  have 
been  branded  ‘cinematic  insults’.” 
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— but  do  you  try  to  sell  out-inoded 
sound  to  the  modern  movie  goer? 


Thousands  of  Theatres  Increase  Takes”  with 


Ncmv! 


MODERN  RCA  PHOTOPHONE 
MAGIC  VOICE  OF  THE  SCREEN 


TO  BOOST  the  box-office  power 
of  every  picture,  Hollywood 
studios  pay  a great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  sound  recording,  spend  huge 
sums  to  keep  their  equipment 
modern  at  all  times.  Because  they 
know  modern  movie  goers  are  keen 
judges  of  sound  quality. 

You  will  gain  greater  financial 
benefits  from  this  Hollywood 


policy  by  using  modern  sound  in 
your  theatre.The  RCAPhotophone 
Magic  Voice  of  the  Screen  will  help 
you  "up”  your  "takes”  because  it 
reproduces  modern  movie  sound 
the  way  your  patrons  like  it. 

Your  RCA  Pliotophone 
representative  will  be  glad 
to  give  you  full  details  about 
the  Magic  Voice  of  the 
Screen — designed  and  priced 
for  theatres  of  every  size. 


RCA  MAGIC  SCREEN 

gives  better  picture  and 
sound  performance 
...at  lower  cost! 

Greater  reflection 
Finer  sound 
No  discoloration 
Reduced 

power  consumption 

• 

Ask  your  RCA  Photophone  represen- 
tative for  details! 


Better  sound  means  better  box-ofTice — and  RCA  Tubes  mean  better  sound 


VICTOR  and 
BLUEBIRD  RECORDS 


Tho  mu<i(  you  wont 
when  yow  wont  II 


BOXOFFICE  : : November  9,  1940 


27 


SMART  theatre  management  is  very  much  alert 
to  the  American  public’s  habit  of  seeking  its 
entertainment  in  the  most  attractive  and  comfort- 
able surroundings.  That  is  why  American  Bodi- 
form  chairs  have  been  so  sensationally  successful. 

Designed  and  built  by  the  company  with  the 
richest  public  seating  experience  in  the  world, 
these  new  Bodiform  chairs  offer  a definite  plus 
value  in  beauty,  comfort  and  economy. 


State  Theatre,  San  Diego,  California,  owned  by  Fox-  Vl'est  Coast. 
Architect,  Charles  Lee. 


Vs 


y 
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GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICHIGAN 

Pioneers  and  pacemakers  in  theatre,  auditorium,  school,  church,  stadium  and 
transportation  seating  • Branch  Offices  and  Distributors  in  Principal  Cities 


Install  this  seating  that  puts  your  theatre 

ahead  in  Beauty  and  Comfort 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


The  American  Bodiform  chairs 
chosen  fur  the  State  Theatre,  San 
Diego,  California,  are  in  com- 
plete harmony  with  the  smart, 
modern  design  of  the  building. 
Every  chair  has  an  aisle  light 
with  ultra  violet  ray  bulb. 
Fluorescent  carpeting  is  used. 
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Picture  Show  Business  Enters  Its 
Climacteric  Period 

A change  of  life  is  taking  place  in  picture  show  busi- 
ness, and  guite  fortunately  we  think  for  its  own  good. 

From  pubescence  to  maturity  and  now  somewhat 
beyond  its  original  charm  of  youth  it  has  wooed  and 
won  its  constituents  (the  customers)  with  little  more 
than  a painted  face  and  plenty  of  far-fetched  publicity. 
But  the  "oomph"  days  are  gone,  the  glamour  has  sub- 
sided and  a glandular  disturbance  has  appeared  in 
the  wake  of  the  dangerous  age. 

It  is  a condition  of  which  many  exhibitors  are  keenly 
aware.  They  share  with  the  general  public  a growing 
distaste  for  the  puerile  publicity  antics  of  those  in  high 
places  who  presume  to  speak  and  act  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  show  business. 

While  playboys  keep  the  airlines  busy  and  the  air 
lanes  hot  between  Broadway  and  Hollywood,  whoop- 
ing it  up  with  sensational  premieres,  celebrity  soirees 
and  personal  tribute  dinners  to  one  another,  ten  thou- 
sand little  theatre  owners  out  in  Prairie  Junction  grow 
tired  of  paying  off  the  fiddlers. 

But  the  situation  is  not  hopeless  by  any  means.  The- 
tre  owners  observing  local  public  reactions  are  doing 
practical  things,  on  their  own,  to  recapture  what  all  the 
buffoonery  has  cost  them- — business  at  the  boxoffice. 

Emulating  normal  business  practice  in  non-the- 
atrical industries,  moving  picture  exhibitors  are  mak- 
ing their  own  plans  for  the  arousal  of  jaded  public 
interest. 

As  the  climacteric  period  passes  further  we  will  see 
more  and  more  picture  show  places  in  which  people 
can  relax  and  restore  their  regular  enjoyment  of  the 
mill  run  of  moving  pictures. 

With  House  Appeal,  theatre  manage- 
ment has  a means  of  marketing  its  own 
individuality.  And  that's  just  what  many 
smart  theatre  men  are  doing  now. 
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The  wastefulness  evident  in  such  situa- 
tions, and  there  are  many,  is  appalling  to 
anyone  with  good  advertising  sense  and  a 
feeling  for  the  potentialities  of  smart  sales 
promotion.  Give  such  an  opportunity  to 
an  advertising-minded  individual  and  he 
would  make  it  pay  huge  dividends.  Invest 
the  space  with  a bit  of  sales  appeal  and  it 
would  be  priceless  to  any  advertiser  with 
something  to  sell  to  the  public. 

And  even  so,  the  frontage  is  more  valu- 
able to  the  theatre  itself  than  it  could 
possibly  be  to  a national  advertiser,  no 
matter  what  he  did  to  make  the  space 
spectacular  and  attractive  to  the  eyes  of 
passersby.  This,  simply  because  the  thea- 
tre can  use  the  space  to  advertise  at  the 
“point  of  sale”  a factor  which  advertising 
people  know  to  be  invaluable.  The  theatre 
can  impress  by  advertising  and  sell  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  while  most  outdoor  ad- 
vertisers can  only  impress  by  advertising 
and  hope  to  sell  when  the  prospect  is  next 
in  a place  of  sale. 

An  Ideal  Opportunity 

Thus  there  is  little  wonder  that  adver- 
tisers envy  the  showman  who  makes  pro- 
per use  of  his  opportunity  and  become  im- 
patient with  those  theatre  operators  who 
waste  their  advantages.  And  we  must  not 
be  so  smug  as  to  think  that  national  ad- 
vertisers couldn’t  teach  us  a thing  or  two 
about  selling  the  public  and  showmanship 
in  general.  They  practice  the  art  in  all  its 
glory  nowadays. 

One  of  the  major  problems  of  national 
advertisers  is  location  for  their  high-priced 
outdoor  advertising  displays.  They  have 
to  survey  and  study  the  circulation  to  be 
expected  in  certain  locations,  the  traffic 
and  surroundings.  For  this  reason,  they 
envy  the  ready-made  ideal  conditions  in- 
herent in  good  theatre  frontage.  Because 
of  its  natural  attraction,  the  theatre  al- 
most always  has  the  most  prolific  area  in 
a given  neighborhood,  with  perhaps  more 
pedestrian  and  vehicular  traffic  past  its 
site  than  any  other  nearby  point. 

To  show  that  not  all  theatre  men  are 
entirely  unaware  of  the  value  of  adver- 
tising as  it  applies  to  their  theatre  fronts, 
and  that  something  is  being  done  about  it 
in  a great  many  instances,  we  have  the 
typical  case  of  the  Malco  Tlieatre  in 


JUST  suppose  a national  advertiser 
could  buy  or  lease  the  front  of  your 
theatre — or  any  theatre  for  that  mat- 
ter. Isn't  it  reasonable  to  surmise  that 
he’d  make  the  most  of  this  very  valuable 
piece  of  frontage  and  erect  a sign,  or 
“spectacular”  as  they  are  known  in  the 
trade,  that  would  knock  the  eyes  out  of 
the  passing  public? 

Most  national  advertisers  would  pay 
plenty  for  the  pedestrian  and  vehicular 
circulation  which  a theatre  frontage  af- 
fords. Indeed,  they  try  to  duplicate  it  in 
some  instances  by  approaching  as  closely 
as  possible  the  attraction  of  a successful 
theatre  site  in  the  locations  of  their  bill- 
boards and  “spectaculars.”  Broadway  now 
has  as  brilliant  advertising  signs  as  it  has 
theatre  fronts,  which  all  goes  to  show  that 
the  old  White  Way  is 
white  for  reasons  of 
salesmanship  as  well  as 
showmanship. 

In  small  towns  as  well 
as  large,  in  suburban  as 
well  as  downtown  loca- 
tions, the  theatre  is  al- 
most invariably  the  core 


First  Stage;  The  old  Or- 
pheuvi  was  forerimner  to 
the  Malco  Theatre  in 
Memphis.  As  an  example 
of  advertising  technique, 
its  facade,  marquee  at- 
traction  hoard  and  name- 
sign  were  typical  of  its 
period,  but  practically 
unimpressive. 


Second  Stage:  Re- 
named the  Malco  and 
renovated,  the  house 
next  shoived  good  pos- 
sibilities as  an  out- 
door advertising  me- 
dium. In  this  form  it 
IV  a s comparable  to 
many  theatres 
throughout  the  coun- 
try today — where  ad- 
vertising art  is  begin- 
ning  to  be  practiced, 
but  not  yet  to  its  best 
ability.  (Photo  cour- 
tesy Wagner  Sign  Ser- 
vice, Inc.) 


By  Helen  Kent 


of  public  interest,  around  which  cluster 
shops,  stores,  other  amusement  places — 
and  of  late  the  advertising  signs  and  bill- 
boards of  national  or  local  institutions 
with  things  to  sell  the  public.  Hence  the 
theatre  has  the  prize  location,  the  most 
eye-catching  situation  and  is  the  envy  of 
every  outdoor  advertiser  who  appeals  to 
the  passersby  for  reading  interest. 

Wastefulness  Evident 
And  yet,  we  find  some  theatre  men  who 
still  believe  a theatre  front  only  needs 
some  sort  of  canopy  to  protect  the  ticket- 
buyers  when  it  rains.  They  also  use  a 
name-sign  for  the  sole  purpose  that  some 
old-fashioned  druggists  put  bottles  of  col- 
ored water  in  their 
show-windows.  They 
seem  merely  to  want 
the  public  to  know 
that  their  establish- 
ment is  a theatre' — 
not  a drug  store,  a to- 
bacco shop  or  a barbe- 
cue stand. 
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Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  cite  for  discussion. 
Here  is  a theatre  whose  owners  are  ad- 
vertising-minded and  the  critical  manner 
in  which  they  analyzed  and  set  about  im- 
proving their  situation  is  enough  to  dis- 
prove the  theory  that  all  theatre  men  think 
only  in  terms  of  pictures  and  play  dates. 

One  Showman’s  Analysis 

Prom  the  analysis  made  by  M.  S.  Mc- 
Cord, secretary-treasurer  of  Malco  Thea- 


Third  Stage:  The  Malco  Theatre  soon 
will  he  characterized  by  the  finest  dis- 
play yet  contemplated  for  a renovated 
theatre.  Its  tremendous  marquee,  bril- 
liant illumination,  24-  and  IQ-inch  sil- 
houette changeable  letters  and  other 
advertising  “punches”  will  make  this 
the  equal  of  any  national  advertisers’ 
“spectacular.”  (Sketch  courtesy  Wagner 
Sign  Service,  Inc.) 


Spectaculars,  with  which  the  public  is 
growing  more  familiar  all  the  time. 
They  set  a style  in  outdoor  advertising 
and  show  the  result  of  applied  sales- 
manship and  showmanship  in  all 
phases.  (Photo  courtesy  Federal  Elec- 
tric Company). 


tres,  Inc.,  we  take  the  following  informa- 
tion just  as  it  was  given: 

"The  frontage  dimension  of  the  Malco 
Theatre  is  80  feet  on  Main  Street  and  the 
side  extension  on  Beale  Street  runs  back 
228  feet.  The  situation  with  regard  to 
traffic  is  that  the  Malco  Theatre  is  lo- 
cated at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Beale 
Streets,  a main  artery  of  automobile  traf- 
fic. However,  this  location  is  about  one- 
half  block  below  the  main  business  sec- 
tion of  the  town. 

“Since  this  is  a downtown  house  and  the 
largest  in  the  city,  it  would  naturally  draw 


from  the  entire  city  area  and  surrounding 
towns — an  estimated  population  of  500,000 
people.  I would  estimate  that  approxi- 
mately 25,000  to  30,000  persons  pass  with- 
in one-half  block  of  this  location  daily, 
shopping  in  the  department  stores  which 
are  located  one-half  to  two  blocks  from 
the  theatre. 

"Therefore,  our  object  in  enlarging  our 
display  is  to  attract  pedestrians  as  well  as 
the  automobile  traffic  in  the  shopping 
area  contiguous  to  this  theatre.  There  can 
be  no  question,  in  a thickly  populated  area 
of  this  kind,  as  to  what  the  results  will 
be.” 

The  history  of  the  Malco  Theatre  is  in- 
teresting as  a development  in  showman- 
ship and  advertising  teciJinique.  It  began 
life  as  the  old  Orpheum  Theatre,  a vaude- 
( Continued  on  page  48) 


Cover  Illustration 

A photo  montage  of  modern  theatre 
fronts  and  electrical  advertising  dis- 
plays in  which  the  main  architectural 
design  objective  is  clearly  evident.  To 
create  in  every  modern  theatre  a cen- 
tralization of  attraction  plus  the  infor- 
mative values  so  necessary  to  effective 
advertising  and  the  successful  promo- 
tion of  theatre  patronage  at  the  point 
of  sale  . . . An  interesting  comparison 
may  he  made  with  a similar  montage  of 
national  outdoor  advertising  media 
shown  immediately  above,  represejitmg 
jnillions  of  dollars  invested  annually  in 
creating  preference  for  products  and 
services  of  industry  . . . Conclusion — 
Modern  theatre  ownership  and  manage- 
ment is  rapidly  “catching  on.” 
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PENING  of  the  new  Granada,  just 
off  the  square  in  Independence, 
Missouri,  last  August  29th,  was  a 
significant  milestone  in  the  history  of  the 
Associated  Theatres.  Inc.  It  gave  physical 
proof  of  the  group’s  ability  to  maintain 
its  independence  in  the  shadow  of  the 
adjacent  metropolitan  Kansas  City;  sec- 
ondly it  signified  the  eight-year  success  of 
grouping  independent  units  for  the  same 
purposes  that  circuits  control  theatres — to 
obtain  a stronger  general  position  and  to 
permit  a flexible  picture  policy — and, 
thirdly,  it  realized  an  objective  of  the 
operators,  all  of  them  residents  of  Inde- 
pendence, to  provide  another  attractive 
theatre  for  their  city,  an  ambition  they 
shared  with  other  local  citizens. 


theatre.  That  in  itself  is  important 
enough,  since  it  is  the  first  attractive  one 
Independence  has  had  in  many  years.  But 
more  important  is  the  “why”  of  the  new 
Granada. 

When  Mr.  Becker  entered  the  business 
by  taking  over  the  Granada  and  May- 
wood  late  in  1931,  he  wondered  why  a 
ci^y  the  size  of  Independence  hadn’t  a 
finer  theatre.  Its  population  of  16,000 
and  its  immediate  drawing  area  seemed 
to  justify  one.  Independence  has  not  en- 
larged its  limits  since  1887,  when  it  was 
the  gateway  to  the  West,  which  explains 
why  there  are  more  than  16,000  persons 
living  very  close  to  the  city,  many  of  them 
in  the  “intercity”  district  between  the 
limits  of  Kansas  City  and  Independence. 


The  depression  accounts  for  the  failure 
of  Independence  to  have  a fine  theatre 
until  1940.  Times  were  hard  for  inde- 
pendent exhibitors,  especially  ones  new 
to  the  business;  but  it  doesn’t  satisfy 
curiosity  as  to  why  there  was  not  one 
for  a long  time  before. 

The  explanation  is  composed  of  several 
reasons.  One  is  the  strong  position  of  a 
group  of  four  theatres  which  Associated 
achieved  at  the  outset  but  which  ex- 
perienced exhibitors  previously  had  not, 
apparently,  been  able  to  accomplish.  As- 
sociation of  the  four  theatres  under  one 
management  permits  arrangement  of  pro- 
grams to  distinct  advantage.  The  group- 
ing enables  them  to  split  contracts  be- 


The  facade  of  the  new  Granada  Thea- 
tre in  Independence.  Mo.,  epitomizes 
modern  beauty  and  the  grace  with 
ivhich  modern  materials  may  be  used 
to  accomplish  a simple  yet  attractive 
effect.  The  entire  front  is  faced  with 
enameled  steel  plates  in  tan  and  brown, 
with  metal  stripping,  and  this  forms 
a fitting  backgrormd  for  smart  adver- 
tising display. 


A partnership  of  independent  exhibitors. 
Associated  is  made  up  of  Mrs.  Allie  T. 
Winkler  (who  owns  and  formerly  oper- 
ated the  house  at  Lexington,  Mo.),  J.  A. 
Becker,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lauren  Turner. 
They  operate  the  Plaza,  Electric,  Granada 
and  Maywood  in  the  Independence  dis- 
trict. Mr.  Becker  and  the  Turners  came 
into  the  partnership,  which  dates  from 
1932,  with  the  Granada  and  Maywood; 
Mrs.  Winkler  with  the  Plaza  and  Electric. 


Come  Up  the  Hard  Way 


Three  of  the  four  exhibitors  learned  the 
business  the  hard  way.  Until  a little  more 
than  eight  years  ago 
none  of  them  had 
been  in  show  business, 
hence  their  experience 
has  come  during  one 
of  the  toughest  per- 
iods in  the  history  of 
moving  pictures.  The 
new  Granada  is  a vis- 
ible seal  of  their  suc- 
cess. 

This  is  more  than 
the  story  of  a new 
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tween  the  Granada,  just  off  the  square, 
and  the  Plaza,  on  the  square;  and  to  do 
the  same  thing  with  the  Maywood,  in  the 
intercity  district,  and  the  Electric,  just 
off  the  square,  with  the  latter  also  play- 
ing repeats.  Thus  the  Granada,  with 
singles,  and  the  Maywood  are  “A”  houses, 
Wie  other  two  are  “B”  outlets. 

Know  Their  Patrons 

Another  factor  is  that  while  none  of 
the  three  partners  was  an  experienced 
showman  when  entering  the  movie  busi- 
ness, they  were  all  local  people.  Mr.  Beck- 
er had  been  in  church  work  for  the  Latter 
Day  Saints  in  Independence  for  many 
years.  Along  with  the  Turners,  he  was 
widely  acquainted.  They  knew  the  towns- 
people. This  enabled  them  to  sell  their 
theatres  on  the  basis  of  local  ownership. 
Mrs.  Winkler  also  has  been  active  in  the 
operation  of  the  theatres.  In  a 6-page 
special  advertisement  in  the  Independence 
Examiner  with  which  the  Granada  an- 
nounced its  opening,  they  pointed  out  that 
since  Independence  citizens  had  support- 
ed them,  they  were  now  returning  that 
support  in  the  form  of  a new  theatre. 

But  “home-owned”  hasn’t  been  merely 
an  advertising  phrase  or  a slogan.  The 
four  partners  have  built  up  a very  fine 
relationship  with  townspeople  by  hard 
work  and  smart  ideas.  They  have  estab- 
lished excellent  terms  with  religious,  civic 
and  educational  groups,  for  instance,  by 
presenting,  in  connection  with  benefits, 
special  programs  that  appeal  to  those  par- 
ticular groups.  They  permit  the  use  of 
the  theatres  for  benefits  as  often  as  pos- 
sible, and  at  the  present  time  they  have 
several  groups  on  the  v’ai'ing  list  for 
dates. 

“In  connection  with  benefits,  we  give 
them  ‘A’  pictures,  not  poor  ones  or  even 
average  ones,”  comments  Mr.  Becker. 
“Many  benefit  tickets  are  sold  to  per- 
sons who  do  not  go  to  the  theatre  regu- 
larly. By  using  the  best  product,  we  get 
a wholesome  effect  on  non-moviegoers. 
Some  of  them,  this  way,  we  will  get  to 
come  back.” 

Independence  is  characterized  by  its 
homes.  There  are  very  few  apartments 
in  the  city.  People  own  their  homes  and 
live  in  them.  That  gives  a clue  to  the  type 
of  patrons  Associated  has  in  the  four 
hr  uses,  and  particularly  in  the  Granada 
and  Maywood.  Consequently  Mr.  Becker 
and  his  associates  have  stressed  good  con- 
duct in  the  theatres.  No  rowdyism  is  per- 
mitted, even  in  the  Electric,  their  inex- 
pensive house.  Most  theatre  ooerators  try 
to  hold  down  roughness  in  the  action  of 
their  patrons,  but  it  is  particularly 
stressed  here. 

The  Public  Reaction 

All  of  this  has  tended  to  establish  that 
sense  of  loyalty  to  an  individual  theatre 
that  keepxs  people  coming  back  and  creates 
a successful  property.  As  an  illustration, 
Mr.  Becker  pointed  out:  “When  we  closed 
the  Granada  to  rebuild  it,  we  managed 
to  salvage  only  about  three-tenths  of  the 
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Granada  business  in  the  Plaza  and  May- 
wood.  A little  went  to  the  Electric.  Part 
of  this  loss  may  have  been  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  ‘single’  at  the  Granada  and 
double-bill  at  the  Plaza  and  Electric. 
We’ve  had  many  persons  tell  us  that  if 
we  ever  went  to  double-bills  at  the  Gran- 
ada they  would  quit  us.  But  loss  of  seven- 
tenths  of  the  Granada  business  during 
rebuilding  clearly  indicated  to  us  that  a 
lot  of  folks  just  won’t  go  to  any  but  the 
Granada.  It  is  their  house.” 

That  is  the  “why”  of  the  new  Granada. 
Independence  now  has  a new  theatre,  one 
of  which  it  can  be  proud. 

The  story  of  rebuilding  the  theatre  is 
interesting.  Associated  spent  over  $50,000, 
and  the  house  is  completely  new  except 
for  the  retention  of  part  of  the  sidewalls 
and  roof  of  the  old  theatre.  From  front 
to  back  it  reflects  the  trend  toward  sim- 
plification of  ornament,  color  and  design 
with  emphasis  on  function  and  comfort. 
The  Granada  is  attractive  but  not  gaudy, 
and  patrons  are  comfortable  while  they 
are  seeing  perfectly  presented  movies. 

Air  Conditioning  Features 

One  of  the  most  important  features  of 
the  theatre  is  its  air  conditioning  system. 
Upon  entering  the  theatre,  patrons  are 
immediately  impressed  with  the  fresh,  cool, 
invigorating  air  and  the  rapidity  at  which 
perspiration  is  absorbed  from  the  body. 
No  drafts  are  noticeable  any  place  in  the 
auditorium  and  the  air  distribution  is 
uniform  and  entirely  free  from  noise. 

The  air  conditioning  plant  is  installed 
in  the  stage  basement  and  it  differs  great- 
ly from  the  ordinary  type  of  cooling  sys- 
tem in  that  it  is  a complete  air  condi- 
tioning installation.  The  air  is  thoroughly 
washed  with  refrigerated  water  and  not 
only  cools  and  properly  dehumidifies  the 
air  but  also  extracts  dust  and  odors. 

The  process  of  dehumidifying  the  air 


Two  views  of  the  inviting  foyer  of  the 
new  Granada.  Hospitality  and  home- 
like warmth  characterize  this  part  of 
the  house.  Modern  furnishings  and 
decorative  treatment  are  also  note- 
worthy. 


is  accomplished  by  washing  it  with  re- 
frigerated water.  Air  at  high  temperatures 
can  hold  a great  quantity  of  moisture. 
For  instance,  90  degree  air  can  hold  216 
grains  of  moisture  per  cubic  foot  at 
saturation.  Therefore,  by  using  water 
ranging  in  temperatures  from  32  to  40 
degrees,  at  least  178  grains  out  of  the 
216  grains  are  extracted  by  condensation. 
As  this  air  enters  the  theatre  it  equalizes 
with  surrounding  air,  thus  reducing  the 
temperature  and  humidity  of  the  entire 
mass  of  theatre  air.  Hence,  such  air  mix- 
ture in  its  attempt  to  further  equalize 
with  the  surroundings  absorbs  body  heat 
and  extracts  perspiration  and  clothing 
moisture. 

Temperature  and  humidity  regulation  is 
automatically  controlled  by  means  of  an 
“effective  temperature”  stat  which  main- 
tains a condition  well  within  the  comfort 
zone  as  recommended  by  the  American 
Society  of  Heating  & Ventilating  Engi- 
neers. Effective  temperature  is  tempera- 
ture that  is  felt  by  the  human  body. 
The  body  does  not  feel  temperatures  as 
registered  by  the  ordinai’y  dry  bulb  ther- 


Front  and  rear  views  of  the  auditorium 
give  evidence  of  the  many  comfort  pro- 
visions to  he  found  in  the  Granada. 
Acoustical  correctness,  comfortable 
seating,  scientific  lighting  and  a year- 
round  air  conditioning  system  are  a 
few  of  the  atmospheric  highlights. 
Note  cry  room  and  office  windows  at 
each  side  of  projection  room  in  rear 
view.  , 


mometer.  Therefore,  it  feels  a combina- 
tion of  heat,  moisture  content  and  air 
movement,  and  this  condition  of  com- 
fort varies  in  true  relation  to  that  as 
registered  on  an  effective  temperature 
scale.  Therefore,  it  follows  that  a change 
in  any  one  of  the  three — temperature, 
moisture  or  air  movement — will  vary  the 
degree  of  human  comfort. 

The  Granada  basement  is  small  and 
reached  only  by  a ladder,  but  it  contains 
a fully  automatic  ammonia  refrigeration 
plant  of  the  latest  design,  an  automatic 
switchboard,  and  a large  steel  plate,  cork 
insulated,  combined  water  cooling  and  re- 
frigeration storage  tank,  part  of  which  is 
sunk  to  a level  below  the  main  floor  of 
the  basement.  The  air  handling  and  treat- 
ment equipment  is  installed  on  top  of  the 
water  cooling  tank,  as  illustrated  in  the 
accompanying  drawing. 

This  air  handling  and  treating  equip- 
ment consists  of  a large  blower  type  fan 
which  draws  return  air  from  the  audi- 
torium. mixes  it  with  a certain  percentage 
of  outside  air,  which  percentage  is  con- 
trolled by  automatic  devices,  and  then 
blows  the  air  through  a duct  into  the  ver- 
tical type  of  dehumidifiers.  This,  in  real- 
ity. is  a vertical  air  washer  equipped  with 
a multiplicity  of  bronze  spray  nozzles 
through  which  the  refrigerated  water  is 
delivered  to  the  air  in  the  form  of  a fine 
mist.  The  air  passing  through  the  de- 
humidifier is  not  only  cooled  but  also 
properly  dehumidified,  cleansed  and  puri- 
fied by  means  of  refrigerated  water.  The 
air  then  passes  through  a series  of  insulat- 
ed ducts  within  the  attic  and  is  discharged 
to  the  auditorium  above  twelve  strategical- 
ly located  plaques. 

A New  System 

The  system  differs  from  the  ordinary  in 
that  it  embodies  a new  system  of  refrig- 
( Continued  on  following  page) 


The  complete  air  conditioning  system 
for  the  new  Granada  is  eompact  de- 
spite its  ability  to  entirely  control  the 
atmosphere  within  the  house  the  year- 
round.  It  embodies  a new  principle 
which  includes  the  storage  of  refrig- 
eratioji  in  a most  economical  operating 
77ian7ier.  At  right  — Sketch  of  the  air 
C07iditi07ii7ig  syste77i  mstalled  m the 
Granada  Theatre,  which  is  described  m 
detail  herem. — (Photo  a7id  drawmg  by 
courtesy  Betz  Air  Co7iditi07ii7ig  Corp.) 


Independent  Theatre  Oper- 
ation Again  Asserts 
Its  Self-Reliance 


component  part  of  the  system  it  is,  of 
course,  entirely  practical  to  wash  the  air 
in  winter  with  ordinary  temperatures  of 
water,  thus  eliminating  dust  and  im- 
purities, and,  at  the  same  time,  adding 
sufficient  humidity  to  provide  health  and 
comfort  for  the  patrons  of  the  Granada. 

But  to  return  to  a description  of  the 
beauties  of  construction  and  decoration 
of  the  new  Granada,  let  us  take  a tour 
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eration  in  a large  steel  plate,  cork  insu- 
lated tank  for  dissipation  in  the  process 
of  air  conditioning  the  theatre  when  and 
as  required.  With  the  storage  system  it 
is  not  necessary  to  provide  extremely  cold, 
uncomfortable  temperatures  within  the 
theatre  during  a matinee  with  a view  of 
cooling  off  the  seats  and  other  furnish- 
ings to  the  extent  of  storing  up  cold  with- 
in the  auditorium  itself  prior  to  and  for 
the  purpose  of  being  able  to  maintain  a 
degree  of  comfort  when  crowds  gather  in 
the  evening. 

With  this  system  any  amount  of  re- 
frigeration can  be  dissipated  within  the 
auditorium  as  is  necessary  to  provide  com- 
fort to  meet  and  compensate  for  the  pre- 
vailing size  of  audience.  This  condition 
is  taken  care  of  automatically  by  means 
of  the  effective  temperature  stat  working 
in  conjunction  with  a differential  stat  for 
varying  inside  conditions  with  relation  to 
outside  temperatures. 

Ammonia  is  used  to  refrigerate  the  water, 
and  since  the  conditioning  of  the  air  is 
performed  by  means  of  refrigerated  water, 
there  is  no  possible  chance  of  the  re- 
frigerant’s getting  into  the  air  stream. 

Another  matter  of  interest  to  exhibi- 
tors is  the  fact  that  the  storage  system 
requires  less  kilowatt  demand  and  can,  if 
desired,  be  designed  so  that  the  plant  re- 
mains dormant  during  the  period  of  heavy 
lighting  load.  This,  of  course,  results  in 
a great  reduction  in  electrical  demand 


charge  which  in  many  cities  provides  a 
saving  of  several  hundred  dollars  month- 
ly in  operating  expenses. 

Year-Round  Control 

Heating  in  winter  at  the  Granada  is 
accomplished  by  means  of  a direct  acting 
gas  fired  unit  installed  between  the  fan 
and  the  air  washer,  as  shown  in  the  ac- 
companying sketch.  This  type  of  heating, 
which  is  under  full  automatic  control  and 
provided  with  numerous  safety  devices,  is 
said  to  be  economical  where  the  differ- 
ential between  the  cost  of  coal  and  gas 
is  not  excessive  for  reason  that  80  per  cent 
of  the  BTU  in  the  gas  is  in  the  form  of 
heat  applied  directly  to  the  air.  The  lobby 
end  of  the  theatre  is  cared  for  by  a sepa- 
rate fan  in  summer  with  the  addition  of 
an  automatic  gas  unit  heater  in  the  winter. 

The  degree  of  warmth  is  also  controlled 
by  an  effective  temperature  instrument 
which  regulates  the  supply  of  gas  to  the 
heater  in  accordance  with  variation  of 
the  effective  temperature  within  the  audi- 
torium. In  fact  this  instrument  goes  a 
step  further.  It  is  equipped  with  an  an- 
ticipating feature  which  turns  the  heat 
off  at  a slight  interval  prior  to  the  audi- 
torium’s becoming  too  hot  and  again  turns 
the  heat  on  before  it  becomes  too  cold; 
thus  a uniform,  even  temperature  is  main- 
tained. Because  the  air  washer  forms  a 


through  the  house  from  front  to  rear. 

The  front  elevation  is  extremely  at- 
tractive, with  an  upright  sign  which  is 
probably  the  most  notable  and  distinc- 
tive feature,  since  it  creates  an  effect  of 
slim  and  graceful  beauty.  It  is  27  feet 
high,  eight  inches  wide  on  the  face,  two 
feet  wide  at  the  back,  and  three  feet 
deep.  It  is  done  in  greens:  light  for  the 
(Continued  on  page  50) 


I I)  E N T I F I C T I O N 
(Granada  Theatre) 

ACOUSTICAL  MATERIAL:  United  States  Gyp- 
sum Co. 

AIR  CONDITIONING:  Betz  Air  Conditioning:  Corp. 

ARCHITECT:  J.  E.  Kelsey. 

CARPET:  National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

DISPLAY  CASES:  Roy  Ballinger. 

FRONT  ENAMEL • Independence  Stove  & Electric 
Co. 

FRONT  & SIGN:  Wright-Way  Electric  Co. 

GENERATING  EQUIPMENT:  Hertner  Electric 
Co. 

PROJECTION:  International  Projector  Corp. 

PROJECTION  LAMPS:  J.  E.  McAuley  Mfg.  Co. 

SCREEN:  Walker- American  Corp. 

SEATING:  Irwin  Seating  Co. 

SOUND  EQUIPMENT:  RCA  Mfg.  Co..  Inc. 

Additional  particulars  on  the  project  may  be  se- 
cured upon  request  to  The  Modern  Theatre  In- 
formation Bureau. 
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• • • 0 Chair  thatg 
Establishes  a Brilliant  New  HighI 
in  Comfort  • Annearance  • Construction  • 


: Don't  buy  any  new  chairs  until  you  have  in- 
ispected  the  new  IRWIN  COMET!  It's  bound 
'.to  revise  your  ideas  on  what  constitutes  the 
I PERFECT  theatre  chair. 

' ^ Here  are  just  a few  of  the  great  many  contri- 
I buttons  to  better  theatre  seating  which  its  revo- 
■ lutionary  design  and  construction  provide: 

"FLEX  STEEL"  SEAT.  an  entirely  new  and  ex- 
^ clusively  IRWIN  construction  that  provides  a 
j new  and  higher  degree  of  comfort  and  is 
! bound  to  preserve  that  "new"  feel  and  appear- 
I ance  for  years. 

BACKS  ARE  ADJUSTABLE  FOR  PITCH  which 
j assures  the  occupant  of  perfect  posture  and 
i greatest  comfort  regardless  of  position  of  chair 
1 or  character  of  floor  slope. 

NEW  TYPE  SEAT  BUCKET  protects  upholstery 
on  all  four  sides — not  one  single  bolt  or  nut 
I exposed  to  snag  wearing  apparel. 

I FULL  LENGTH  STEEL  BACK  completely  pro- 
tects seat  covering  and  edges  of  back  up- 
I holstery. 

I 

EASILY  RECOVERED.  New  method  of  up- 
holstering eliminates  tacks  and  wood. 

SEATS  ON  ALL  CHAIRS.  REGARDLESS  OF 
SIZE.  ARE  IN  PERFECT  ALIGNMENT 
WHETHER  IN  UP  OR  DOWN  POSITION. 

These  and  many  other  features  are  bound  to 
convince  you  that  the  new  "COMET"  is  indeed 
the  last  word  in  theatre  chairs.  Moderately 
priced,  it  represents  the  most  advantageous  in- 
vestment in  theatre  seating  you  could  pos- 
sibly make.  Complete  details  on  request. 


NEW  FLUSH 
PANEL  CENTER 
STANDARDS 

eliminate  tripping  and 
stumbling,  add  strength 
and  rigidity.  Chair  back 
and  panel  form  one  con- 
tinuous steel  member. 


RAPIDS  • MICHIGAN 


Distzibated  by  NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.,  Branches  ia  all  Principal  Cities 
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WE  ASSUME  now  to  speak  plainly 
for  some  32,000,000  absentee  or 
once-in-a-great-while  movie  pat- 
rons who  the  eminent  Dr.  Gallup  tells 
us  are  no  longer  a dependable  portion  of 
our  collective  clientele. 

It  must  indeed  be  shocking  to  many  of 
us  to  suddenly  discover  that  so  many  good 
customers  have  been  cast  adrift  to  be- 
come derelicts,  wandering  here  and  there 
in  search  of  entertainment  which  admit- 
tedly they  must  have  failed  to  find  in 
at  least  some  of  our  17,000  odd  movies. 

Have  they  wandered  completely  from  the 
reservation?  This  32  million  drop  in  week- 
ly gate  receipts  sort  of  took  the  starch  out 
of  our  statistical  setup  as  propounded  by 
the  Motion  Picture  Division  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Commerce  about  a year 
ago.  From  85  million  weekly  to  53  mil- 
lion weekly  leaves  quite  a patronage  slump. 
But  more  importantly  and  to  the  point,  it 
leaves  this  industry  with  a man-sized  job 
on  its  hands.  Get  ’em  back,  brothers,  and 
don’t  be  too  long  about  doing  it. 

Figures  are  cold  and  cold  facts  are 
most  disconcerting  at  times.  If  we’ve  ac- 
tually lost  that  much  commerce  in  a little 
more  than  a year’s  time  then  we’d  better 
stop  for  reflection,  look  for  remedies  and 
listen  to  reason. 

An  Economic  Disturbance 

Government  figures  on  theatre  attend- 
ance for  1939  may  have  been  over-opti- 
mistic, misleading  and,  therefore,  mean- 
ingless. Dr.  Gallup,  too,  may  have  sold 
us  a bit  short  with  his  recent  poll  of 
public  reaction  to  a very  persistent  trade 
restraint  popularly  known  as  “double  fea- 
turing.” But  regardless  of  comparative 
figures,  the  fact  remains  that  we  have  sev- 
eral symptoms  of  a temporary  first-rate 
depression  in  theatre  receipts.  We  say 
temporary  because  we  can  see  nothing 
chronic  about  the  situation  which  good 
common  business  sense,  vigorously  ap- 
plied, can’t  correct. 

Let  us  therefore  as  a student  of  human 
nature,  assume  the  role  and  adopt  the 
probable  reasoning  of  these  purported  32 
million  recalcitrant  ex-movie  patrons. 
Tliey’re  probably  all  pretty  well  agreed  on 
a certain  combination  of  things  that  have 
soured  them  on  moving  picture  entertain- 
ment. That  combination  of  things  which 
one  can  readily  find  in  most  any  greasy- 
spoon  restaurant,  where  quality  and  quan- 
tity are  total  strangers  and  the  sole  object 
is  to  fill  up  bellies. 

What  we  shall  say  for  the  absentees  is 
intended  purely  as  friendly  advice  to  over- 
wrought theatre  owners  who  are  suffering 
the  consequences  of  property  neglect,  and 
are  inclined  to  blame  poor  pictures  and 
other  extraneous  problems  for  their  pre- 
dicaments. Circumstances  vary,  so  the 


By  Ansel  M.  Moore 


proposals  are  made  in  the  abstract,  with 
a design  to  effect  self-appraisal  through- 
out the  exhibition  branch  of  the  moving 
picture  industry;  self-analysis  being  good 
for  the  soul. 

Troubled  Souls  Unburdened 

Speaking  now  for  the  rambunctious  con- 
stituency who  are  giving  our  boxoffices  the 
run-around:  “Gentlemen,  our  bellies  are 
full  of  it.”  And  continuing,  sans  quota- 
tion marks,  we’ll  tell  you  why. 

We,  of  the  white-collared  gentry,  but 
still  the  hard-working,  intelligent  class, 
became  sated,  over-stuffed  and  out  of  sorts 
with  your  never-changing,  ever-increasing, 
poorly-balanced  bills  of  fare.  Your  super- 
cilious disdain  for  our  artistic  senses  and 
your  thoughtless  disregard  for  our  physical 
comfort  and  mental  endurance,  made  ever 
more  acute  by  your  bunco  games,  gadget 
giveaways,  boresome  exploitation  stunts 
and  belly-filling  double  bills  have  served 
to  alienate  our  affections  for  your  slam- 
bang  brand  of  entertainment.  In  other 
words  your  cooking  doesn’t  agree  with  us 
any  more.  The  way  some  of  you  still  try 
to  dish  it  up  to  us  is  little  short  of  crim- 
inal and  your  punishment  fits  the  crime. 

We’d  really  like  to  see  more  of  your 
pictures.  Compared  with  what  they  were 
in  Rudolph  Valentino’s  heyday  the  worst 
of  them  today  are  not  half  bad.  But  the 
novelty  has  subsided.  We  know  too  much 
about  your  show  business  and  your  show 
people  for  your  own  good,  thanks  to  far- 
flung  press  reports,  radio  gossip  and  per- 
sonal appearances  of  your  high-salaried 
stars.  The  whole  thing  palls  on  us.  The 
illusions  are  gone.  Please  give  them  back 
to  us!  Or  something  to  take  their  place. 

Restore  Your  Charms 

We’ve  gone  blase'  on  you.  Other  forms 
of  amusement  have  taken  your  place  until 
such  time  as  you  see  fit  to  change  your 
menu  and  your  house  manners  in  serving 
it  up  to  us.  Your  houses  must  attract 


a 


and  hold  us;  otherwise  your  programs  and 
your  publicity  stunts  will  continue  inef- 
fective. 

Your  present  admission  prices  are  no 
serious  obstacle.  Raise  your  standards  of 
operation.  Give  us  what  we  want  and  we’ll 
pay  the  higher  price  without  a whimper. 
Make  your  whole  proposition  more  attrac- 
tive to  us — we  mean  your  theatre — and 
you  won’t  find  us  lacking  in  appreciation, 
nor  financial  support. 

Now  what  is  it  we  want?  It’s  no  secret 
to  many  of  you.  Attract  us;  Give  us  a 
better  place  in  which  to  relax  than  we 
can  find  at  home  beside  the  radio  or 
elsewhere  and  we’U  go  for  it  in  no  small 
way.  Entertainment  to  us  is  a means  of 
getting  away  from  ourselves  for  an  hour 
or  so — but  no  more  than  that,  please. 
Only  in  a place  that  attracts  our  fancy 
and  that  provides  comfort — ease  of  mind 
and  body — can  we  be  expected  to  get 
much  of  a thrill  from  either  your  super 
or  second-rate  pictures. 

Many  of  you  showmen  it  seems  are  stUl 
trying  to  serve  us  pictures  on  a cold 
platter.  Our  plea  is  for  House  Appeal. 
Most  of  us  can’t  exactly  define  it;  but 
you  know  what  we  mean.  If  you  really 
want  our  patronage  you’ll  acquire  it  and 
then  advertise  it. 

Sell  the  Sizzle! 

Exploit  our  fancies,  gentlemen;  Don’t 
try  to  sell  the  steak.  Sell  the  sizzle!  Put 
up  a good  front  to  attract  our  attention. 
Tell  us  about  your  place — its  charms  as 
to  convenience,  comfort  and  restful  re- 
finement. If  you  can  truthfully  boast  of 
better  projection  and  clearer  sound  re- 
ception, emblazon  that  potent  fact  promi- 
nently on  your  marquee.  And  so  with  air 
conditioning,  lighting,  acoustics,  sanita- 
tion, comfortable  seating,  and  other  inti- 
mate mechanical  details  that  make  movie- 
going more  tasteful  and  tantalizing  to  us. 

If  your  attraction  boards  aren’t  big 
enough  to  advertise  these  important  things 
then  cut  down  on  picture  space  or,  better 
still,  build  an  annex  to  youx  bulletin 
boards.  It’s  a mistake  to  even  suspect  that 
we’re  going  to  know  about  or  appreciate 
these  “sizzle  points”  unless  you  point  them 
out  and  tell  us  why  you  did  it. 

Believe  us,  gentlemen,  we  stay-aways 
still  have  a warm  spot  in  our  memory  of 
the  movies.  The  months  we’ve  stayed 
away  have  made  many  of  us  sort  of  wish 
you’d  do  something  to  activate  our  smoul- 


Mec/uzHi^ma  Om  MozueA^! 

This  mechanical  age  and  its  effect  on  the  mood  for  entertainment  will 
be  the  subject  matter  of  Ansel  Moore's  next  article  onent  Public  Relations. 
He  will  attempt  to  show  why  people  are  as  particular  about  places  of  enter- 
tainment as  they  are  about  pictures.  Make  it  a reading  date  for  Decem- 
ber 7th. — The  Editor. 
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dering  desire  to  come  back  again.  The 
dissatisfaction  that  drove  us  away  can  be 
quickly  dispelled  by  action  on  your  part. 

Politeness  Prohibits 

Perhaps  we  haven’t  complained  to  you 
enough  personally  about  our  peeves.  May- 
be we  didn’t  know  how  to  put  it.  Nice 
people  don’t  like  to  crab  about  house 
conditions  to  their  host.  It  isn’t  polite. 
We  dislike  to  come  to  your  office  and 
tell  you  of  your  shortcomings  or  advise 
you  how  to  run  your  theatre. 

But  now  who  has  more  right  to  tell 
you  how  to  conduct  your  business  than 
we,  your  most  constructive  critics?  We 
who  have  sweltered  in  your  auditoriums, 
squirmed  in  your  seats,  squinted  our  eyes 
at  your  screens  and  strained  our  ears  to 
the  inaudibility  of  your  sound.  We  be- 
lieve you  want  to  know  what’s  troubling 
us — things  we  didn’t  tell  you  the  last  time 
we  attended  your  show. 

Our  spokesman  has  put  it  up  to  you 
plainly.  Most  of  us  will  come  back  when 
you  put  your  houses  in  order;  but  the 
longer  you  wait  the  harder  it  will  be  to 
reclaim  our  patronage — We,  the  People. 


Be  sure  that  the  attraction  board  is  as 
fully  legible  as  possible  from  the  greatest 
distance.  Let  it  reach  out  and  gather  in- 
terest as  far  as  the  eye  can  see. 


FRONTS 


An  attractive  theatre  front  is  a business 
investment.  It  is  an  investment  in  per- 
manent advertising;  increased  ticket  sales, 
increased  property  value,  decreased  build- 
ing maintenance — and  it  is  the  best  public 
evidence  of  business  aggressiveness. 

In  many  instances  the  installation  of  a 
new  and  gleaming  front  facing  has  stepped 
up  the  boxoffice  receipts  of  the  theatre 
two,  three  or  four  hundred  per  cent.  And 
frequently  it  is  said  that  the  new  front 
treatment  has  more  than  repaid  its  cost  in 
increased  ticket  sales  in  less  than  a year. 

Purely  as  a means  for  better  business,  it 
would  be  well  to  consider  the  refurbishing 
of  a theatre’s  facade  and  entrance.  The 
many  functional  materials  now  available 
for  this  purpose  including  beautifully  col- 
ored enameled  steels  and  structural  glasses 
give  a limitless  range  of  design,  styling  and 
color — to  create  new  life  and  attractive- 
ness. 


Word-of-mouth  advertising  is  still  the 
theatre’s  best  business  builder.  If  one 
auditorium-full  of  patrons  is  pleased  with 
a presentation,  it  will  tell  others  and  the 
ticket  sales  will  grow.  But  if  presentation 
is  below  par  in  any  respect,  the  word-of- 
mouth  advertising  will  be  just  as  strong, 
but  negative,  and  patronage  will  diminish. 


Well-illuminated  display  cases  are  a 
striking  decoration  as  well  as  an  adver- 
tising medium.  Both  exterior  and  interior 
frames  with  attractive  posters  and  pic- 
tures draw  a wealth  of  patron  attention. 


INTERESTING  COMPARISON  IN  FRONTAL  VALUES 


At  left,  the  Sherwood,  an  aged  suburban  theatre  in  Philadelphia  as  it  appeared  prior 
to  its  face-lifting  and  as  it  looks  7iow  with  a new  modern  front  and  all  the  fittings 
for  forceful  advertising  display.  The  new  marquee  designed  by  City  Sign  Service 
Co.,  carries  a three-line  changeable  silhouette  letter  board  on  three  sides.  (Photo 
courtesy  Wagner  Sign  Service,  Inc.) 


Mazda  Lamp  Cost  Is 

Minor  Consideration 

Each  year  about  15  million  incandescent 
lamps  are  used  by  theatres.  This  repre- 
sents a lighting  cost  for  lamps  and  elec- 
trical energy  of  perhaps  25  million  dollars 
annually,  the  lamp  cost  being  about  one 
tenth  of  the  cost  of  current  to  operate 
them.  The  only  reason  for  buying  lamps 
is  to  get  light,  and  by  far  the  most  im- 
portant consideration  in  the  purchase  of 
lamps  is  their  maintained  efficiency — 
that  is,  the  ability  of  the  lamps  to  con- 
vert electrical  energy  into  useful  light  for 
visual  accuracy  and  brilliant  advertising 
display. 

Getting  good  light  at  lowest  cost  re- 
solves itself  into  using  lamps  of  highest 
efficiency  for  any  particular  application. 
The  price  of  a lamp  is  of  minor  considera- 
tion in  the  over-all  cost  of  producing  light; 
similarly  lamp  life  by  itself  is  no  criterion 
of  value  since  lamps  may  be  designed  for 
any  life.  The  qualities  of  a good  lamp  be- 
sides efficiency  and  related  life  are  (1) 
uniform  perfonnance,  (2)  accurate  rating, 
(3)  freedom  from  defects,  and  (4) 
strength. 

For  dependable  and  satisfactory  service, 
Mazda  lamps  should  be  properly  used;  that 
is,  be  of  voltage  rating  corresponding  to 
socket  voltage,  and  be  of  a type  and  de- 
sign suited  to  the  given  service. 


Popcorn  Popularity  Is 
Reducing  the  Overhead 

Theatre  patrons,  young  and  old,  will  buy 
popcorn.  The  demand  for  the  delicious 
confection  is  firmly  established,  since  it 
has  been  enjoyed  for  over  fifty  years.  It 
is  one  item  that  practically  sells  itself 
when  attractively  provided  in  a theatre 
lobby  or  entrance. 

It  is  claimed  and  proved  in  many  cases 
that  there  is  70  cents  net  profit  on  each 
dollar  in  sales  of  popcorn — or  seven  cents 
on  each  ten  cent  sale.  If  only  forty  ten- 


cent packets  of  popcorn  are  sold  daily,  the 
profit  is  $2.80.  That’s  $84.00  a month — 
$1,008  a year — $5,040  in  five  years.  Many 
popcorn  machine  owners  are  said  to  do  far 
better  than  this.  A popcorn  machine  in 
the  theatre  can  be  expected  to  be  one  of 
the  best  investments,  in  proportion  to  its 
cost,  that  an  operator  can  make. 


MARQUEES 


The  marquee  and  attraction  signs  have 
become  a familiar  badge  of  the  modern 
theatre.  The  extended,  brightly  lighted 
areas  of  the  newer  forms  of  luminous  mar- 
quee treatment  give  them  a value  much 
greater  than  that  of  older  forms. 

Marquee  signs  should  bulletin  attrac- 
tions dominantly  and  legibly  not  alone  to 
sidewalk  traffic  but  to  passing  vehicular 
traffic  as  well.  In  this  respect  distant 
projection  of  the  display  is  of  major  con- 
cern. On  smaller  buildings  or  narrow 
streets  not  allowing  a large  canopy  struc- 
ture, this  is  achieved  by  the  triangular- 
shaped design  now  available  and  most 
popular. 

Luminous  backgrounds  for  silhouette 
changeable  copy  have  become  the  most 
accepted  method  of  bulletining  theatre  at- 
tractions. The  principal  lighting  require- 
ment is  uniformity  of  brightness  and 
elimination  of  spottiness.  This  makes  for 
legibility  and  quick  reading;  spottiness 
causes  variable  irradiation  which  blurs  or 
distorts  the  outlines  of  the  silhouette  let- 
ters. The  brightness  of  the  luminous  back- 
ground should  be  regulated  by  the  general 
street  illumination  and  the  brightness  of 
competing  displays.  Exposed  lamp  signs, 
particularly  those  employing  reflectors  may 
best  be  used  where  the  values  of  domin- 
ance and  attention  are  demanded. 


Light,  color  and  motion  attract  passers- 
by  to  a theatre  like  moths  to  a flame.  This 
is  a showman’s  trademark. 
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The  installation  of  3,267  beautiful  new 
chairs  of  the  extra  comfort  type  in 
the  Chicago  Theatre,  famed  flag- 
bearer  of  the  Balaban  & Katz  fleet  of  thea- 
tres in  Chicago,  was  a big  project.  It  was 
done  in  the  interest  of  increased  patron- 
age and  was  roundly  exploited  for  all  it 
was  worth  during  installation  and  upon 
completion. 

As  a practical  exploitation  stunt,  noth- 
ing could  more  handsomely  build  good  will 
for  the  theatre  and  wise  publicity  men  in 
the  B.  & K.  organization  knew  this  and 
made  the  most  of  an  ideal  opportunity. 
Newspaper  stories  describing  the  new 
chair  were  released  and  advertisements 
hailing  its  virtues  were  run  in  all  local 
papers. 

In  addition,  an  impressive  lobby  dis- 
play was  set  up  and  maintained  during 
the  installation  project  and  for  some  time 
after  it  was  completed.  The  display  con- 
sisted of  one  of  the  chair  models  on  a 
dais  with  an  invitation  to  patrons  to 
“Step  up  and  sit  down.”  The  comfort 
features  and  construction  niceties  of  the 
new  chair  were  shown  by  a halved  model, 
giving  the  “innards”  of  construction  the 
very  close  inspection  which  quality  merits 
in  promoting  comfortability  to  moving  pic- 
ture patrons. 

The  entire  display  was  attractive  yet 
dignified  and  entirely  in  keeping  with  the 
high  standard  of  program  exploitation 


[ 
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practiced  by  the  big  circuit.  Descriptive 
matter  on  the  exhibit  boards  pertained  to 
the  streamlined  beauty,  comfort,  cleanli- 
ness and  posture  correctness  incorporated 
in  this  custom-built  modern  theatre  chair. 
Thus  a real  selling  job  was  applied — right 
at  the  point  of  purchase. 

The  almost  four  thousand  new  seats  in 
the  Chicago  are  indeed  something  of  which 
the  management  can  boast.  They  are  an 
exclusive  model  because  of  certain  design 
treatments,  but  their  general  construction 
is  of  the  regular  type  practiced  by  their 
manufacturer.  Rigid  steel  selected  es- 
pecially for  the  exacting  purpose  forms 
the  sturdy  standards,  backs,  seat  pans  and 
side  plates.  These  frames  with  welded 
joinings  are  built  to  take  all  the  punish- 
ment to  which  seats  in  a popular  theatre 
are  subjected. 

Also  for  greater  wearability  and  com- 
fortability as  well,  foamed  latex  cushion- 
ing material  was  used  in  the  upholstering 
of  the  Chicago’s  new  seats.  The  backs  as 
well  as  bottoms  were  specially  molded,  and 
a new  type  armrest  constructed  of  latex 
also  serves  to  afford  greater  comfort  for 
the  occupant.  The  advantages  of  this  ma- 
terial for  seat  decking  was  explained 
graphically  in  the  Chicago’s  lobby  exhibit, 
where  its  comfortability  was  promoted  to 
the  public  which  is  becoming  most  fami- 
liar with  this  new  comfortizing  agent 
through  general  promotion  of  its  use  in 


mattresses,  furniture  upholstering  and 
transportation  seating. 

Luxurious  mohair  covers  the  seats,  backs 
and  armrests  of  the  new  chairs.  The  seats 
and  backs  are  in  an  old  rose  shade,  with 
the  armrests  treated  in  a slightly  darker 
hue  of  the  same  color  to  avoid  soiling.  The 
fact  that  this  material  has  long-wearing 
qualities  as  well  as  beauty  of  appearance 
also  influenced  its  selection  for  this  de- 
manding installation. 

To  give  distinction  and  a custom  ap- 
pearance to  the  chairs,  end  standards  were 
specially  designed  by  Rapp  & Rapp,  thea- 
tre architects  of  Chicago.  They  are  of 
cast  iron  with  a special  decorative  treat- 
ment consisting  of  a prime  coat  and  un- 
der-coat, over  which  a spray  of  light  rose 
was  made.  Then  white  was  applied  to  the 
background  and  gold  to  the  raised  por- 
tions, over  the  entire  design  of  which 
finally  a glaze  of  old  rose  was  added.  Other 
metal  parts  also  were  lacquered  in  this 
color  to  complete  a harmonious  whole. 

Balaban  & Katz  have  been  quite  active 
in  reseating  their  theatres  during  the  past 
six  years  and  in  aU  cases  they  have  chosen 
new  seats  with  an  eye  to  comfort,  beauty 
of  appearance  and  length  of  life  to  be  ex- 
pected. Their  crowning  achievement,  the 
reseating  of  the  Chicago  Theatre,  com- 
pletes a very  significant  appeal  to 
patronage  which  is  being  made  in  all  their 
houses. 


The  theatre  is  usually  the  brightest  spot 
in  any  community.  If  not,  it  most  cer- 
tainly should  be,  and  something  that  right- 
fully belongs  is  missing.  By  its  gleam 
and  glitter,  the  theatre  should  proclaim 
itself  the  most  exciting  and  entertaining 
spot  in  its  vicinity. 
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Interesting  display  and  demonstrating 
dais  as  it  appeared  in  the  lobby  of  the 
Chicago  Theatre,  selling  comfort  to  the 
patrons  right  at  the  point  of  purchase. 
Sales  promotion  of  this  sort  can  be  ap- 
plied advantageously  in  many  instances 
where  theatre  improvements  are  made, 
thus  capitalizing  such  investments  for 
greater  House  Appeal. 


IDENTIFICATION 
(Chicago  Theatre  Reseating) 

CHAIRS:  International  Seat  Corp.,  using  the  fol- 
lowing materials  in  their  construction: 

STEEL  FRAMEWORK:  American  Rolling  Mill 
Company. 

FOAMED  LATEX  CUSHIONS:  Dunlop  Tire  & 
Rubber  Co. 

MOHAIR  UPHOLSTERY  MATERIAL:  L.  C.  Chase 
& Company. 

END  STANDARD  DESIGN  by  Rapp  & Rapp, 
Architects. 

Additional  particulars  on  the  project  may  be 
secured  upon  request  to  The  Modern  Theatre 
Information  Bureau. 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 
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after  years  of  satisfactory 
experience  and  proven  box  office 
value,  BALABAN  & KATZ  again 
select  INTERNATIONAL  CHAIRS 
for  their  finest  theatre  the 
CHICAGO\ 


BOXOFTICE  ::  November  9,  1940 


39 


/T 


¥ 


RECENT  INSTALLATION 
OF  3 2 67 
INTERNATIONAL 
CHAIRS  AT  BS  K's 
'CHICAGO”  THEATRE 


you'll  adm  ire  the  smart  style  which  the  famous 
Chase  Velmo  imparts  to  seating.  There’s  no  finer  fabric. 

L.  C.  CHASE  & COMPANY 

295  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  CITY 

(Demand 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


There’s  a lot  to  a good  theater  chair  that  escapes  the  un- 
knowing eye  — especially  when  comfortable  upholstering 
hides  construction  of  Armco  Special-Quality  Steel. 

Yet  it  is  important  to  you,  the  theater  executive,  to  know 
that  your  chairs  are  built  of  special-quality  steel,  carefully 
chosen  for  this  exacting  purpose.  This  is  important  to  your 
patrons  too. 

For  one  thing,  Armco  Special-Quality  Steel  can  be  formed 
perfectly  into  a comfortable  chair  of  modem  design.  And 
all-welded  as  it  is,  there  is  no  chance  of  faulty  joinings.  The 
weld  is  as  strong  as  the  steel  itself.  Steel  chairs,  moreover, 
do  not  creak  and  groan.  They’re  solid  and  durable. 

Wherever  the  steel  is  exposed  it  is  given  a handsome 
finish,  securely  bonded  with  the  metal.  This  relieves  the 
monotony  of  complete  fabric  covering  and  is  pleasing  to 
the  eye  and  touch. 

When  it  comes  time  to  replace  your  chairs,  insist  upon 
steel  construction — Armco  Steel.  You’ll  get  a better-looking 
chair,  a sturdier  chair,  and  one  that  will  definitely  save  you 
replacement  dollars  in  years  to  come. 


THE  AMERICAN  ROLLING  MILL  COMPANY 
2751  Curtis  Street  • Middletown,  Ohio 


ARMCO 


lAL-QUAL 


ITY  STEEL 
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l/UIlkUl  IkLU  CUSHIONED  SEATS,  BACKS  AND 
ARMRESTS  FOR  THESE  INTERNATIONAL  SEAT  CORPORATION  CHAIRS 


Balaban  and  Katz  chose  the  original 
Foamed  Latex  for  the  Chicago  Theatre 


i DUNLOP  TIRE  AND  RUBBER  CORP. 


BUFFALO,  N.Y. 


TRAmms* 

A MONTHLY  WEATHERVANE  ON  CURRENT 
EVENTS  AFFECTING  THE  INTEREST  OF 
THEATRE  OPERATION. 


Defense  Activities  and 
Theatre  Equipment 
Demands 

Taking  the  cue  from  our  Air  Conditioning 
Columnist,  who  further  on  in  this  issue 
sounds  a friendly  warning  to  theatre  owners 
regarding  certain  uncertainties  of  future 
equipment  deliveries  and  with  a strong  hint 
regarding  higher  prices  we  extend  the  warn- 
ing a bit  further. 

Not  only  in  air  conditioning,  but  in  prac- 
tically every  other  phase  of  theatre  opera- 
tion, covering  both  the  necessities  and  nice- 
ties of  the  business,  there  is  need  for  some 
serious  consideration  of  current  events. 

Although  observing  the  manner  in  which 
armament  is  taking  over  the  facilities  of  many 
manufacturing  plants,  we  have  withheld  com- 
ment heretofore.  It  is  still  not  our  purpose  to 
throw  a "war  scare"  into  the  proceedings  or 
to  conjure  up  visions  of  sharply  soaring 
prices. 

Candidly,  we  believe  and  hope  that  high 
prices  will  be  held  in  check.  But  the  delivery 
problem  does  cause  some  concern,  after  a 
quick  survey  of  conditions  in  certain  manu- 
facturing plants,  with  war  orders  only  begin- 
ning to  come  through.  We  brief  our  findings 
as  follows; 

Carpets:  Uncertain  future  faced  as  wool  im- 
ports fall;  five  months'  supply  on  hand;  sta- 
bility of  prices  seems  assured  for  balance  of 
year;  beyond  that  there  is  uncertainty  in  both 
delivery  and  prices. 

Rectifiers:  Trouble  getting  relays  and  other 
vital  elements;  aluminum  and  other  metals 
manufacturers  quoting  three  months'  delivery 
as  the  minimum. 

Seating:  Defense  requirement  of  cotton, 
causing  shortage  of  tape  and  other  fabrics; 
hardware  scarcity  looms;  skilled  labor  be- 
coming problem;  six  to  eight  week  delivery 
time  now  being  asked  by  some  seating  con- 
cerns. 

Projection:  One  large  plant  closed  to  visi- 
tors (even  as  we),  the  result  of  special  pre- 
cision work  for  Army  and  Navy,  but  still  giv- 
ing trade  orders  precedence;  further  increase 
may  slow  up  delivery  and  service. 

These  are  but  a few  random  reports  on 
personal  observation.  The  implications  are 
plain.  Prices  may  not  go  up;  but  they  can't 
very  well  go  down.  Our  glimpse  at  the  crystal 
ball  tells  us  to  Buy  Now. — THE  EDITOR. 


•This  column  will  appear  regularly  from  now 

on. 


FOUNTAIN  SQUARE  THEATRE  CO. 


OPERATING  THE  FOUNTAIN  SQUARE  AND  SANDERS  THEATRES 


FOUNTAIN  SQUARE  • PHONE,  DREXH  7305 


INDIANAPOLIS.  INDIANA 


Alexander  Smith  & Sons  August  30,  1940 

295  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  New  York 


Gentlemen; 

Please  be  advised  that  we  have  been  using 
Crestwood  Carpet  since  our  Fountain  Square 
Theatre  was  first  opened  May  5,  1928. 


We  have  just  replaced  about  one-half  of  the 
1200  yards  of  Crestwood  originally  ordered,  with 
Crestwood,  because  the  original  Crestwood  lasted 
12y2  years  and  one-half  of  same  is  in  serviceable 
condition. 


Considering  the  fact  that  the  Fountain 
Square  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  popular 
theatres  in  Indianapolis,  with  a seating  capacity 
of  over  1500  seats,  and  has  been  open  continu- 
ously under  the  same  management  for  over  12yz 
years,  we  believe  this  to  be  an  unusual  accom- 
plishment for  Crestwood  Carpet  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  tremendous  service  it  has  rendered 
us,  we  have  re-ordered  Crestwood  Carpet. 


Our  only  hope  is  that  the  new  Crestwood  will 
serve  us  as  well  as  has  the  old  Crestwood  Carpet. 


Yours  very  truly. 


FOUNTAIN 


SQUARE  THEATRE  COMPANY 


By  .^*'1  ^ 

M.  Horowitz,  Preside: 


ALEXANDER  SMITH 


Crestwood  Carpet 


BOXOFFICE  : : November  9,  1940 


43 


Comes  Winter  . . . With  Its  Host  of 
Heavy  Problems 

By  Gordon  H.  Simmons* 


OF  coui’se,  you  all 
must  know  by 
1 1 this  time  that 

I"  I have  been  fooling 

I around  with  this 

L writing  thing  for 

my  own  amusement  as 
well  as  with  a desire 
to  help.  I’ve  had  fun, 

all  right.  But  have  I 
helped? 

The  answer  to  this 
question  I may  never 
know  as  most  of  you  certainly  must  have 
“writer’s  cramps.”  Still,  ripe  tomatoes  and 
other  vegetables  have  been  conspicuous  by 
their  absence.  As  well  as  checks,  money 
orders,  and  other  usable  things.  Maybe  I 
haven’t  given  you  much  either,  but  by 
damn  I’ve  tried! 

The  hardest  job  on  my  hands  is  to  select 
a subject  to  write  about.  If  I could  go  into 
the  technique  of  things,  that  would  be  easy 
for  me.  But  if  I did  this  and  then  didn’t 
get  a generous  supply  of  tomatoes  thrown 
at  me,  it  would  be  because  of  your  good 
nature. 

Apparently  you  want  results  for  your 
money,  and  that  is  all  you  do  want.  I 
VI  wish  it  were  possible  for  you  to  lay  so  much 
j|  dough  on  the  line  and  say,  “Give  me  so 
many  dollars  worth  of  air  conditioning.” 
Constant  on  Results 
Air  conditioning  is  a constant  thing 
as  far  as  results  are  concerned,  but  not 
in  regard  to  its  cost.  Air  conditioning 
means  a definite  indoor  climate  both  win- 
ter and  summer  regardless  of  outside  con- 
ditions, but  those  outside  conditions  vary 
so  widely,  depending  upon  location,  that 
this  in  itself  brings  about  a wide  diverg- 
ence in  cost. 

Now  I want  to  help  if  I can,  and  I must 
talk  in  a language  you  understand  or  else 
I can’t  help.  Naturally,  I do  know  ap- 
proximate costs  per  seat  in  any  locality 
when  I am  given  a little  official  local  in- 
formation to  go  on,  but  so  many  who 
write  in  for  such  information  do  not  ad- 
vise as  to  maximum  and  minimum  tem- 
peratures encountered,  or  whether  humid- 
ity is  a problem.  They  seem  to  think 
^ that  “temperature”  control  is  all  that  is 
1 needed. 

1 Of  course,  I have  preached  long  and 

1 

j ‘Air  Conditioning  Engineer,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


loudly  about  fresh  air.  And  perhaps  my 
preaching  has  done  some  good.  On  my 
trips  through  the  States  this  winter,  I am 
going  to  “look  and  see”  how  many  fresh 
air  dampers  are  tightly  closed.  Now  don’t 
go  opening  ’em  up  just  because  you  expect 
me  to  drop  in.  And  by  the  way,  I never 
drop  in  without  an  invitation,  unless  it 
be  on  an  old  friend  and  I am  sure  of  a 
drink.  A fellow  gets  awful  thirsty  on  these 
dusty  roads. 

I am  pretty  sure  I have  helped  a lot  of 
people  in  regard  to  their  air  distribution 
problems.  It  seems  to  be  a problem  that’s 
always  with  us.  And  while  I have  not 
always  batted  100  per  cent  average  when 
the  job  was  handed  to  me  to  do,  anyhow 
99-44/100  per  cent  ain’t  bad.  And  I’m 
still  in  there  swinging. 

But  now  comes  winter!  And  with  it  a 
host  of  other  problems  that  actually  are 
part  of  air  conditioning  but  are  seemingly 
divorced  from  it  in  the  minds  of  many  of 
you. 

What  to  Do  About  It 

Sometimes  a house  is  too  cold  at  one  end 
and  too  hot  at  the  other.  Such  conditions 
are  easily  remedied  by  any  engineer  if 
he  knows  the  present  position  and  size  of 
ducts  and  duct  outlets. 

Sometimes  air  distribution  is  good  dur- 
ing the  summer  but  lousy  in  the  winter. 
This  almost  always  means  that  proper 
vents  from  auditorium  floor  through  roof 
have  not  been  provided. 

Hot  air  rises  and  cold  air  falls.  Cold 
air  can  spread  out  like  a pool  of  water 
and  unless  means  are  provided  for  suck- 
ing this  cold  air  off  the  floor,  there  it 
will  remain  for  the  discomfiture  of  your 
patrons. 

Remember,  it  is  easier  to  pull  air  than 
it  is  to  push  it  or  blow  it  where  you  want 
it  to  land.  Try  drawing  it  where  desired 
through  a properly  sized  return  duct  or 
exhaust  vent. 

In  large  auditoriums  where  ceiling  out- 
lets are  used,  care  must  be  taken  to  see 
that  the  warm  air  is  actually  “busted” 
against  the  floor.  Getting  the  warmed 
air  from  the  ceiling  down  to  the  floor 
is  all  that  anybody  can  do.  It  will  rise 
again  and  in  so  doing  probably  distribute 
itself  properly.  Naturally,  if  mushrooms 
for  return  air  are  placed  under  seats,  a 
positive  drawing  down  of  the  warmed  air 
is  assured. 


Some  small  theatres  have  grossly  in- 
adequate heating  and  this  can  be  rem- 
edied somewhat  by  the  installation  of  a 
“waste  heat”  contraption  in  the  circuit  of 
the  stack  gases. 

Many  years  ago  when  I didn’t  have  a 
job  and  needed  one,  I went  around  town 
looking  for  hot  smoke  stacks.  ’Then  I’d 
ask  the  owner  how  much  his  fuel  bill 
was  for  two  years.  After  he  told  me,  I’d 
say  it  would  cost  him  the  same  amount 
for  two  years  more  but  after  that  he  could 
have  the  fuel  saving. 

Then  he’d  ask  me,  “whatinhell  are  you 
talking  about”?  So  I’d  carefully  explain 
that  the  “smoke  goes  up  the  chimney  just 
the  same,”  also  a large  part  of  his  heat, 
but  that  I’d  put  a waste  heat  utilizer 
in  his  place  of  business  and  use  the  chim- 
ney to  supply  a lot  of  warmed  air  which 
would  cut  his  fuel  requirements  a guar- 
anteed one-third  or  possibly  as  much  as 
forty  to  fifty  per  cent.  I’d  take  the  two- 
year  saving  as  my  fee. 

We  usually  did  business,  and  although 
this  was  many  years  ago  there  are  still 
several  such  installations  happily  function- 
ing in  Milwaukee.  The  darn  things  were 
made  in  an  ordinary  sheet  metal  shop  and 
all  I did  was  draw  the  plans  and  the 
sheet  metal  shop  put  ’em  in. 

Of  course,  they’re  no  good  unless  the 
smoke  pipe  gases  are  hot.  What  I used 
to  do  was  spit  on  the  smoke  pipe,  and  if 
the  spit  fried,  then  I knew  I could  save 
fuel  or  give  more  heat  as  preferred. 

What  Goes  Up  the  Flue 

This  idea  of  salvaging  waste  heat  from 
chimney  gases  is  as  old  as  the  hills  and  is 
used  by  all  modern  electric  power  plants. 
But  apparently  nobody  has  thought  to  make 
them  in  peanut  sizes,  and  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  for  any  sheet  metal  shop 
to  adopt  as  an  item  to  sell.  Of  course, 
a little  engineering  is  required,  but  what 
of  it.  Ladies  must  live;  also  engineers. 

Where  steam  radiators  are  used,  many 
times  it  takes  a long  time  to  get  heat 
all  over  the  building,  causing  much  waste 
of  fuel  while  trying  to  get  the  heat  up. 
In  such  cases,  it  often  helps  to  install  a 
real  good  big  valve  at  the  extreme  end 
of  the  steam  pipe.  If  a radiator  is  “air 
bound,”  of  course  you  know  what  to  do — 
simply  let  the  air  out. 

Personally,  I like  radiator  valves  that  let 
the  air  out  while  sealing  against  letting 
any  air  in.  If  any  of  you  have  radiator 
vents  that  don’t  do  this,  change  ’em  pronto. 
You  won’t  be  sorry. 

Another  thought  I give  you  as  a Xmas 
present:  Take  a look  at  your  boiler  or 
furnace.  If  it  is  full  of  soot,  clean  it  out. 


Are  You  Confused? 

The  subject  of  Air  Conditioning  explained  in 
common,  non-technical  every-day  terms  be- 
comes less  baffling  to  the  man  who  W’ants  to 
buy  equipment.  If  you  are  confused  regard- 
ing the  application  of  air  conditioning  to 
your  theatre,  write  a letter  to  Gordon  H. 
Simmons,  926  N.  Cass  Avenue,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  outlining  your  conditions,  seating 
capacity,  room  dimension,  present  equipment, 
etc.  Give  him  the  facts.  ENCUOSE  POSTAGE 
for  reply  and  he’ll  be  glad  to  analyze  your 
layout  and  give  you  unbiased  recommenda- 
tions on  your  requirements. 
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Annually  I tell  you  that  1/16  inch  of  soot 
is  equal  to  3/16  inch  of  asbestos  insulation. 

Better  Buy  It  Now 

Once  the  Defense  Program  gets  well 
imder  way,  enormous  tonnages  of  fuel  will 
be  needed.  And  what  you  get  will  surely 
be  at  a higher  price.  Furthermore,  such 
fuel-saving  gadgets  as  stokers  and  oil 
burners  can  be  bought  reasonably  now  but 
possibly  not  for  long. 

I expect  a lot  of  you  read  my  stuff  with 
your  tongue  in  your  cheek.  That’s  O.  K. 
by  me,  but  when  I make  a prognostication 
I’ve  got  plenty  of  facts  to  go  on.  When 
I sit  in  the  office  of  a local  plumbing 
supply  house  waiting  to  be  noticed  and 
am  kept  waiting  because  the  darn  tele- 
phone keeps  ringing,  something  is  up. 

The  apologetic  explanation  by  the  man- 
ager for  keeping  me  waiting  was  over- 
looked as  far  as  the  apology  was  concerned 
but  not  the  explanation.  He  said:  “Sim- 
mons, that’s  the  fourth  long  distance  call 
I’ve  had  this  morning  advising  me  of  in- 
creased prices.”  They’ll  get  to  you  bye 
and  bye;  just  wait  and  see. 

I’d  no  sooner  make  an  estimate  for  air 
conditioning  at  present  prices  for  spring 
installation  than  I’d  tell  you  “how  much” 
to  air  condition  your  house  without  know- 
ing the  number  of  your  seats.  How  much 
to  buy  a horse?  I can  tell  you  that  what- 
ever the  horse  costs  now,  it  may  be  twice 
as  much  in  the  spring.  I think  a big  cost 
increase  will  prevail  no  matter  what  you 
want  to  do.  So  take  time  by  the  forelock 
and  do  it  now.  Play  it  safe! 

Of  course,  you  all  may  feel  that  free 
advice  isn’t  even  worth  listening  to.  But 
this  advice  is  not  free.  It  costs  me  plenty. 
And  it  costs  The  Modern  Theatre  section 
of  Boxoffice  plenty,  too.  Our  editor  and 
yours  truly  have  been  in  almost  continuous 
conference  in  a wholehearted  effort  to 
serve.  No  doubt  about  the  effort,  but  as 
I say,  there  is  no  way  to  gauge  results 
unless  you  write.  Naturally  both  of  us  are 
interested  in  that. 

What  I’d  like  would  be  to  discontinue 
this  general  stuff  for  a while  and  publish 
plans  of  jobs  done  for  you.  Giving  the 
“why  and  wherefore”  of  treating  a par- 
ticular job  in  a particular  way.  Bye  and 
bye  perhaps,  you’d  have  a real  manual 
showing  air  conditioning  jobs  in  almost 
every  conceivable  size  and  shape  of  house. 
And  as  well  showing  almost  every  conceiv- 
able way  of  accomplishing  air  conditioning. 

No  question  but  that  we  could  give  you 
what  you  wanted  in  this  department  if  we 
knew  what  you  wanted,  but  the  only  way 
we  will  ever  know  is  for  you  to  tell  us. 

Your  Problem — Not  Mine 

I am  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  a 
theatre  owner  is  interested  in  his  particu- 
lar problem  and  only  that.  My  mail  tells 
me  so.  Yet  when  I write  any  of  you,  I 
deal  with  your  problem  and  not  mine. 
So  “turn  about  is  fair  play.”  And  my 
problem  is  to  find  out  how  to  serve  you 
better  and  it’s  up  to  you  to  tell  me. 

Both  the  editor  and  I freely  grant  that 
we  get  many  a chuckle  out  of  a lot  of  the 
letters  you  write.  You  intended  us  to, 
didn’t  you?  The  wholesome  good  nature 
and  good  humor  in  the  many  letters  re- 
ceived is  a sincere  token  of  appreciation  of 
our  effort  to  serve.  But  efforts  and  re- 
sults are  two  different  things.  A “Gallup 
poll”  which  counts  the  noses  of  exhibitors 
who  have  really  profited  by  this  depart- 
ment, and  with  suggestions  as  to  how 


to  make  the  department  more  effective, 
might  make  us  more  beneficial  in  your 
behalf. 

So  go  to  the  boxoffice  and  get  Ic  from 
the  cashier  and  then  go  to  the  Post  Office 
and  buy  a postal  and  then  borrow  a pencil 
and  contribute  some  remarks.  'We  need 
help.  Your  help,  dear  reader,  if  you  please. 

Perhaps  it  is  time  for  us  to  concentrate 
on  our  own  situations  and  do  some  con- 
structive work  in  an  effort  to  improve 
them.  Theatres  certainly  should  be  as 
effective  as  the  radio  and  the  press  in 
assisting  us  to  get  national  thought  co- 
ordinated. As  a moulder  of  public  opinion, 
I think  the  screen  could  transcend  both 
the  radio  and  the  press.  But  if  you  keep 
that  smoky  screen  in  a stuffy  or  drafty 
house,  maybe  public  opinion  about  your 
house  is  already  moulded — but  the  wrong 
way. 


A letter  from  the  owner  of  a little  thea- 
tre down  in  Ohio  thrills  me.  Not  alone  be- 
cause of  the  friendly  confidence  he  im- 
poses in  me  but  because  the  problem  is  so 
typical  of  the  cock-eyed  situation  in  thea- 
tre air  conditioning  which  I’m  trying  so 
hard  to  correct.  He  says: 

“Dear  Mr.  Simmons:  Well,  here’s  an- 
other “experimenter”  begging  at  your 
coat-tails  for  a helping  hand  at  this  busi- 
ness of  trying  to  air  condition  a theatre 
on  a shoe-string. 

“I  am  located  in  a little  town  of  1,000 
people,  with  the  farmers  and  a small  col- 
lege as  my  mainstay.  I have  been  in  busi- 
ness for  four  years  and  have  tried  to  build 
me  a cooling  system  each  and  every  Spring, 
only  to  discard  it  along  about  the  first  of 
June. 

“I  have  tried  automobile  radiators,  gar- 
den sprays  and  even  a ‘water  screen’  made 
out  of  coke  placed  between  heavy  screen 
netting — but  all  to  no  avail.  The  coke 
affair  did  help;  but  not  enough. 

“Because  I am  limited  in  the  amount  of 
money  I can  spend,  since  I have  a seating 
capacity  of  only  170  seats  and  a top  ad- 
mission of  20  cents,  I felt  it  not  even  worth 

while  to  contact  such  big  outfits  as 

or to  give  me  an  estimate.  There- 

fore I’m  coming  to  you.  Your  articles  in 
Boxoffice  imply  that  you  are  a pretty 
nice  fellow  from  which  to  ask  advice.  (I’m 
going  to  pay  you  for  this  advice.  The 
compliment  is  genuine). 

“The  enclosed  sketch  will  give  you  a 
general  idea  of  my  layout  and  I would  ap- 
preciate any  information  you  can  give  me 
in  rearranging  and  installing  the  right 
type,  whether  spray  or  coils,  in  my  house.” 
— J.  N.  C. 

My  Answer:  “I  am  president  of  a non- 
commercial society  that  should  accept 
memberships  from  such  folks  as  you.  It 
is  named  “Experimental  Nuts,  Inc.”  Our 
experiments  keep  us  broke  but  we  have  a 
lot  of  fun,  and  of  course  do  learn  sump’n. 
At  least  we  learn  what  not  to  do  next  time. 

“Of  course  we’ve  graduated  from  auto- 
mobile radiators,  garden  sprays  and  water 
screens.  And  associate  ourselves  with  the 


Which  brings  me  to  a point  in  conclu- 
sion: “Advertising  Aids”  is  the  editorial 
angle  of  this  issue.  What  about  air  con- 
ditioning as  an  advertising  aid?  If  you’ve 
really  got  it!  I don’t  mean  the  frosty, 
freeze-em-up  kind  of  hot  weather  air  con- 
ditioning which  many  of  you  have  tried 
to  foist  off  on  the  public  for  lo,  these  many 
years.  What  I do  mean  is  the  comfort- 
able, controllable  all-year-round  kind  of 
temperature  regulation  I’ve  so  often  ad- 
vocated in  these  here  columns. 

If  you  haven’t  got  it,  try  to  get  it,  and 
maybe  I can  help  you  find  it.  When  you 
get  it,  make  a place  for  its  promotion  in 
your  program  advertising  and  on  your 
marquee.  You’ll  find  it  the  keenest  selling 
point  for  public  interest  in  your  whole 
bag  of  exploitation  tricks.  But  you’ve  got 
to  have  it  before  you  can  advertise  it — 
truthfully. 


High  Society  of  Cooling  Coils.  Using  a 
cooling  medium  such  as  a refrigerant  gas 
or  52  degree  well  water  which  your  sketch 
shows  you  have. 

“And  since  you  already  have  a well,  you 
can  get  good  air  conditioning  on  a shoe- 
string if  you  want  to  do  what  I say.  Some 
of  you  fellows  take  my  plans  and  modify 
them  and  even  make  substitutions  of  the 
apparatus  I specify  and  then  wonder  what 
happens  to  the  results  you  don’t  get.  Of 
course  I know  experimenters  can’t  help 
doing  this,  but  all  experimenters  should  be 
millionaires.  I was  one  before  I became 
an  experimenter.  Well  anyhow,  a small 
one. 

“I’ll  make  a design  for  you  since  you 
advise  you’ll  pay  for  it,  but  you  advise 
what  you  can  afford.  It’s  worth  $50  but 
I’ll  compromise.  Shall  we  say  $25?  I’ll 
charge  somebody  else  enough  to  make  up 
for  it. 

“Your  blower  is  just  big  enough.  But  I 
don’t  like  that  14"  x 20"  duct  from  it  ex- 
tending 26  feet  across  the  hardware  store. 
It’s  only  half  big  enough  for  5,200  CFM. 

“Could  you  not  move  your  fan  room  di- 
rectly behind  the  rear  wall  of  your  theatre 
and  admit  your  air  on  both  sides  of  your 
screen  instead  of  on  only  one  side  as  you 
show?  I want  to  get  return  air  from  un- 
der-stage back  into  your  fan  room  and 
I’d  like  to  see  vents  at  lobby-end  of  your 
house.  If  you  can’t  afford  this  now,  do  it 
later. 

“Your  furnace  should  be  by-passed  for 
summer  cooling,  as  the  furnace  offers  a 
restriction  to  the  flow  of  5,200  CFM  of  air. 
I assume  the  furnace  is  in  good  condition. 

“What  is  your  roof  construction?  Can 
you  get  four  inches  of  insulation  in  the 
attic?  You  can  buy  it  in  batts  at  $52.00 
per  1,000  sq.  ft.  This  could  be  something 
for  future  investment.  How  many  gal- 
lons per  minute  will  your  well  deliver?  I 
suppose  you  already  have  a pump.  What’s 
its  capacity? 

“If  you  cannot  move  your  fan  room  to 
the  location  suggested,  you  will  have  to 
take  down  that  14"  by  20"  duct  and  use  it 
(Continued  on  following  page) 
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DAYTON  SAFETY  LADDERS 


A year  around 
4-star  safety  ladder 

if  EFFICIENT 
if  DEPENDABLE 
if  TIME-SAVING 
★ SAFE 


For  those  speedy 
Jobs — the  Dayton 
Safety  Ladder.  The 
broad,  firm  plat- 
form of  the  Day- 
ton  Safety  Ladder  gives 
confidence  and  assur- 
ance of  safety.  No  ex- 
tra men  necessary  to 
steady  the  Dayton. 
Made  of  tested  airplane 
spruce,  with  standard 
non-skid  safety  shoes. 

For  Catalogue  address 


— 

Safety  Ladder 

&. 

133  THIRD  STREET, 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


ai.  Standitu^  an  tUa 


SIMMONS  Q-AND-A 
CORNER 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


to  get  half  your  air  from  its  present 
terminus  to  the  other  side  of  your  theatre, 
and  then  install  a duct  more  than  twice  as 
large  where  your  present  duct  now  is.  But 
if  your  present  duct  is  not  sheet-metal, 
scrap  it. 

“I’m  sure  it  will  cost  less  to  move  the 
fan  room  (as  is)  to  a spot  directly  be- 
hind your  theatre.  Anyway,  that’s  what  I 
want  if  at  all  possible. 

“Give  me  the  dimensions  of  your  fan 
room.  (Length,  height,  and  width)  and 
tell  me  what  it  is  made  out  of  (brick  or 
lumber).  And  if  you  will  move  it  or  if  I 
must  use  it  where  it  is.  I don’t  like  any 
part  of  that. 

“I  want  to  know  the  horse  power  motor 
on  your  fan  and  if  the  fan  can  be  speeded 
up  should  I want  to  do  it.  Am  sure  I’ll 
have  to  unless  fan  room  is  moved. 

“After  you  give  me  all  the  information 
I’ve  asked  for.  I’ll  draw  you  a plan  for  a 
system  that  will  work.  If  it  doesn’t  work. 
I’ll  come  down  there  and  MAKE  it  work. 

“The  cost  of  the  equipment  will  be  very 
small.  And  since  you  are  in  a small  town, 
the  installation  labor  should  not  be  very 


much  either.  Some  of  it  you  could  even  do 
yourself. 

“And  if  you  need  to  borrow  some  money, 
I can  help  you  do  that,  too.  Maximum 
time  you  could  borrow  it  is  three  years. 

“I  do  a lot  of  business  with  

through  their  local  office.  They  have  good 
stuff.  But  they  don’t  give  it  away.  I’ve 
found  that  they  are  a swell  firm  to  do 
business  with.  I wish  some  more  adver- 
tisers of  equally  good  equipment  would 
realize  that  theatre  owners  do  appreciate 
good  stuff  and  will  pay  for  it  if  said  stuff 
were  brought  to  their  attention. 

“I  never  specify  junk  on  my  drawings, 
and  theatre  owners  buy  what  I specify  at 
prices  no  higher  than  the  aforesaid  junk. 
Certain  apparatus  could  be  “junk”  in  Ohio 
and  yet  work  swell  in  some  other  state. 
There  is  no  ‘universal’  air  conditioner. 

“So  a smart  theatre  owner  wiU  get  a 
qualified  engineer  to  select  what  is  good 
for  him  in  his  location.  As  well  as  make 
a plan  showing  the  proper  location  of  the 
gadgets  to  be  used.  You  will  note  I want 
to  change  ‘location’  on  you. — G.  H.  S.” 


It’s  a wise  showman  who  buys  new 
equipment  for  his  theatre  and  then  ex- 
ploits it.  When  something  is  done  for 
patronage,  don’t  hide  the  light  under  a 
bushel — let  them  know  about  it.  Adver- 
tise! 


WHATS  NEW  IN  AIR  CONDITIONING 


Public  Relations 

will  be  The  MODERN 
THEATRE  subject  for 
December  7th. 


HAVE  YOU  HEARD 
ABOUT  THIS  OPERATION? 

We  mean  the  operation  of  the 
new  No.  145 

aulodrape 

CURTAIN  MACHINE 

Smoother  performance.  And  none  of 
the  famed  Autodrape  features  have 
been  sacrificed.  Dependable  action 
with  32%  more  power  capacity — auto- 
matic overload  protective  breaker — 
many  other  advantages  ...  at  no  in- 
crease in  price. 


AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown,  Pa. 

Export  Office: 

220  W.  42nd  St.,  New  York  City 
Aiso  Manufacturers  of  Alientown  Steel 
Curtain  Tracks  and  Curtain  Machines 


ATELY  called  to  attention  is  an  im- 
proved and  modified  design  of  Ane- 
mostat  developed  to  take  the  place  of 
the  former  Type  “C”  unit.  This  modified 
Typ)e  “C”  Anemostat  functions  in  the  same 
manner  as  its  predecessor,  it  is  said.  Cer- 
tain improvements  are  referred  to,  namely : 

(1)  The  diameter  of  the  outer  cone  has 
been  reduced  from  a dimension  approxi- 
mately three  times  the  neck  diameter,  to  a 
dimension  approximately  two  times  the 
neck  diameter.  Because  of  the  smaller 
outer  dimension,  the  ceiling  opening  to  re- 
ceive the  unit  will  be  correspondingly 
smaller,  thus  to  permit  installation  be- 
tween beams  with  a minimum  of  struc- 
tural framing,  especially  where  wood 
framing  is  employed. 

(2)  The  outer  cone  is  finished  with  a 
moulded  edge  to  prevent  smudging  and 
streaking  of  the  ceiling  under  all  but  the 
most  unfavorable  conditions. 

(3)  The  construction  of  the  improved 
Type  “C”  is  sturdier.  The  diameter  of 
the  outer  cone  has  been  reduced  but  the 
gauge  of  the  metal  remains  the  same  and 
the  outer  cone  is  further  strengthened  be- 


Novelty and  innovation  in  a theatre’s  ef- 
fects will  always  help  advertise  it.  Curi- 
osity seekers  and  those  who  are  always 
looking  for  something  different  are  good 
patrons  too — and  who  doesn’t  like  new- 
ness? 


cause  of  the  moulded  edge.  The  diameter 
of  the  fixing  stays  has  been  increased. 

The  appearance  of  the  new  apparatus 
has  been  greatly  improved,  it  is  said;  but 
we’ll  have  to  take  the  maker’s  word  for 
that  until  he  sends  us  a picture  for  com- 
parison. In  the  meantime,  if  you’re 
curious  and  can’t  wait  just  drop  a post 
card  to  the  “What’s  New”  editor. — G.  H.  S. 


Let  every  piece  of  equipment,  furnish- 
ing and  decorative  element  be  an  adver- 
tisement for  the  theatre.  These  factors 
speak  more  strongly  than  many  of  us  real- 
ize and  their  pull  on  the  purse-strings  is 
most  impressive. 
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How  a National  Advertiser 
Would  Evaluate  Theatre 
Frontage 


(Continued  from  page  31) 

ville  house,  and  was  not  particularly  im- 
posing as  an  edifice  of  exterior  beauty  or 
exploitation.  It  had  a large  and  ornate 
name-sign  located  at  the  corner  to  be 
viewed  from  two  directions  and  it  had  a 
marquee  attraction  board  which  was  nei- 
ther very  large,  well-lighted  nor  very  leg- 
ible, and  that’s  about  all  that  could  be 
said  for  it  as  an  advertising  medium. 

Then,  not  so  long  ago,  the  house  was  re- 


named the  “Malco”  and  renovated.  This 
second  step  included  among  other  things 
the  accomplishment  of  better  display.  In 
its  second  form,  the  Malco  Theatre  is  high- 
ly comparable  to  most  theatre  properties 
throughout  the  country — but  its  owners 
felt  still  more  was  to  be  desired. 

So  they  have  planned  even  further  im- 
provements, which  are  now  in  sketch  form 
but  which  will  be  achieved  shortly.  A new 
changeable  letter  attraction  board  annex 
is  being  installed  which  will  outdo  in  scope 
anything  yet  contemplated  for  a re- 
modeled theatre.  It  is  to  extend  72  feet 
on  the  Main  Street  frontage,  turn  the  cor- 
ner with  an  angle  20  feet  long,  and  then 
run  on  down  Beale  Street  to  a length  of 
30  feet.  The  tremendous  size  of  the  at- 


traction board  and  the  necessary  illumina- 
tion, together  with  24-  and  16-inch  silhou- 
ette changeable  letters,  will  make  of  this 
an  advertising  medium  that  might  well  be 
the  envy  of  any  concern  with  “something 
to  sell.” 

Such  a theatre  display  simply  can’t  be 
overlooked  by  anyone  with  eyes  who  comes 
within  its  viewing  area.  It  can  no  more 
be  disregarded  by  passersby  than  can  a 
national  advertiser’s  “spectacular.”  It 
draws  eyes  and  promotes  desire — and  then 
the  prospect  is  right  on  the  spot  to  buy  a 
ticket — so  the  entire  cycle  is  completed  in 
an  almost  high  pressure  manner  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

Advertiser’s  Appraisal 

We  queried  the  lease  man  of  a large  na- 
tional advertising  sign  company  on  the 
value  of  such  a theatre  front  as  it  might 
be  viewed  by  a national  advertiser.  We 
took  for  example  the  Malco  property  in 
Memphis.  He  determined  that  such  a 
theatre  in  a downtown  location  in  a city 
of  this  population  would  have  an  approxi- 
mate daily  pedestrian  circulation  of  30,000 
persons,  plus  the  proper  ratio  of  vehicular 
circulation. 

With  a semi-spectacular  erected  for  na- 
tional advertising  in  such  a position,  the 
sign  space  alone  would  be  worth  from 
three  to  five  hundred  dollars  a month  on 
a lease  maintenance  basis  amortized  over 
a three-year  period.  Hence,  if  a national 
advertiser  could  be  sold  the  space  occupied 
by  this  theatre  front  for  $500  per  month — 
and  he’d  grasp  such  an  opportunity  with- 
out batting  an  eye — it  must  be  worth  ten- 
fold that  amount  to  the  theatre  itself, 
which  has  its  wares  to  sell  right  there  on 
the  spot. 

Wasting  the  opportunity  to  advertise 
the  theatre  itself  in  such  valuable  space  is 
like  paying  for  a page  in  Saturday  Eve- 
ning Post  (which  can’t  be  bought  for  pea- 
nuts) and  then  printing  on  it  “compli- 
ments of  a friend.”  It  just  isn’t  good 
business.  No  wonder  those  with  expert 
advertising  knowledge  deplore  the  waste- 
fulness evident  in  so  many  theatre  situa- 
tions today. 

Returns  on  Investment 

However,  for  further  evidence  to  sup- 
port our  beliefs  that  wastefulness  is  not 
always  found  on  theatre  fronts,  we  had  an 
appraisal  made  of  another  situation  where 
a theatre  marquee  was  recently  equipped 
with  a new  system  of  changeable  letters  to 
add  emphasis  to  the  program  advertising. 
This  was  a metropolitan  theatre  case 
where  the  approximate  daily  circulation 
was  250,000  persons.  It  was  estimated  that 
eye  interest  increased  by  rearrangement 
and  enlargement  of  the  attraction  boards 
added  50,000  prospects  daily — that  is,  50,- 
000  (20%)  of  the  250,000  persons  passing 
actually  took  note  of  and  were  affected 
by  the  advertising  displayed.  A survey  of 
the  community  disclosed  that  fact. 

In  this  particular  case,  an  estimated 
daily  attendance  increase  of  1/lOth  of  1 
per  cent,  or  50  patrons,  was  noted,  and 
the  value  of  this  daily  increase  was  $15.00 
— or  approximately  $5,475.00  yearly.  The 
amount  of  money  invested  by  the  theatre 
to  take  better  advantage  of  its  advertising 
opportunity  was  a mere  $1,000.00  for  a 
font  and  framework  of  multiple-size  sil- 
houette letters  with  which  to  add  em- 


INDISPENSABLE  FOR  THE  SMALL  SIGN 

The  Wagner  FLEX-WORD  Unit 

consists  of  4-inch  letters  and  Frames  that  mount  on  standard  3-in-l  Frames. 
Two  rows  of  letters  fit  into  one  Wagner  3-in-l  bar  space. 

INCREASES  FLEXIBILITY— MORE  USABLE  SPACE 
IN  SIGN-RELIEVES  CROWDING  OF  COPY 

Can  be  used  to  show  second  features — coming  attractions — or  for  a variety 
of  other  special  purposes. 


INVALUABLE  TO JHE 
LARGE  MARQUEE 

FLEX-WORD  Units  give  you  greatly  im- 
proved copy  arrangements — better  dis- 
plays and  much  greater  use  of  valuable 
marquee  space.  Can  be  used  in  combin- 
ation with  or  to  completely  replace  word- 
plates. 

Send  for  illustrated  literature. 

WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  Inc. 

218  S.  HojTie  Ave CHICAGO 

123  W.  ftlth  .St NEW  YORK 

706  E.  Hancock  Ave DETROIT 

6 Britain  St TORONTO 

Pacific  Coast  Representative:  B.  E.  Shearer  Company 


The  FLEX-WORD  UNIT,  both  frame 
and  4-inch  letters,  can  be  placed  in  posi- 
tion in  one  operation,  or  the  frame  can 
be  set  in  place  and  the  letters  placed 
in  iwsition  afterward. 
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phasis  to  the  changeable  copy  on  the 
canopy. 

Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  even  a small 
investment  in  display  advertising  often 
pays  big  dividends.  In  this  particular 
case,  making  the  attraction  board  more 
graphic  was  the  medium  used.  What  for- 
merly had  been  an  unimposing  display 
was  given  “punch”  by  means  of  what  ad- 
vertising men  would  term  “eye  interest.” 

National  outdoor  advertisers  gain  eye 
appeal  by  numerous  devices,  outstanding 
of  which  are  brilliance  of  lights,  message 
legibility,  the  attraction  of  color  and  the 
interesting  use  of  movement  and  flash.  To 
present  something  novel  and  different  is 
ever  the  aim  of  outdoor  advertisers,  evi- 
dence of  which  is  shown  so  remarkably  in 
the  “spectaculars”  as  they  are  being  de- 
signed and  constructed  today. 

Natural  Advantages 

Theatres  have  an  advantage  in  this  re- 
spect over  practically  every  other  type  of 
sales  promoter.  They  have,  with  but  few 
local  exceptions,  that  peculiar  and  tra- 
ditional privilege  of  installing  a marquee 
extending  out  over  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  the  place  of  business,  and  by  the  use 
that  is  made  of  it  as  an  advertising  device 
the  theatre’s  progressiveness  may  be 
judged.  Furthermore,  the  theatre’s  cost 
for  maintenance  is  much  less  than  that  of 
other  outdoor  advertisers.  If  the  facade 
is  bare  and  the  marquee  is  still  just  a shel- 
tering place,  no  doubt  the  theatre  behind 
it  is  a victim  of  the  lack  of  sales  promo- 
tion— but  if  this  valuable  display  space  is 


utilized,  the  results  will  show  in  the  thea- 
tre’s boxoffice  take. 

The  marquee  may  be  used  by  a theatre 
to  serve  much  the  same  purpose  which 
outdoor  advertising  users  attain  by  chang- 
ing the  form  of  their  billboards  and  signs 
frequently.  The  marquee  is  primarily  a 
bulletin  board  and  as  such  it  is  subject  to 
variety  and  change  with  each  new  pro- 
gram. Stock  advertising  copy  and  old- 
fashioned  methods  of  display  have  no  place 
in  the  modern  theatre’s  display.  This  too 
is  wastefulness  of  the  grossest  sort,  when 
new  developments  have  provided  methods 
of  lighting,  color  change  and  animation, 
and  changeable  letters  of  such  variety  that 
monotony  is  out  of  the  question. 

It’s  time  more  theatre  men  put  a higher 
evaluation  on  their  own  property  rights. 
If  others  with  advertising  knowledge  value 
theatre  fronts  so  highly,  there  must  be 
something  behind  it.  Theatre  men  have 
an  ample  blank  page  of  space  in  every 
frontage.  Are  they  going  to  put  some 
“punchy  selling”  into  it,  or  will  they 
modestly  let  it  be  “compliments  of  a 
friend?” 


Incorporate  typography  in  your  silhou- 
ette letter  attraction  board  displays.  Use 
varied  sizes  of  letters  and  watch  the  spac- 
ing for  better  appearance  of  this  vital  ad- 
vertising medium. 
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From  This  Handsome 

ADVANCE 

ACE 

Popcorn  Machine 

The  sofMl  profit  you 
make  with  a Popcorn 
Machine  is  really  vel- 
vet. It’s  the  easiest 
profit  you  make — and 
the  best.  Facts  and  fig- 
ures show  that  exhibi- 
tors sell  2c  worth  of 
popcorn  to  every  paid 
admission.  And  make  70c 
on  every  dollar! 

It  is  easy  to  buy  and 
|>ay  for  a Machine — it’s 
easy  to  operate  one, 
too.  Why  not  own  one? 

See  Your  Supply  House 
or  Write  for  Catalog. 


A 


DVANCE  MFG.  CO. 

6334  St.  Louis  Ave.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  subject  for 
December  7th.  An  intimate  discussion 
of  many  phases. 


. . . A COMPLETE  NEW  LINE  OF 

G-E  FLUORESCENT  TUBING! 


GENERAL  ® ELECTRIC 

FLUORESCENT  TUBING 

Look  for  the  monogram  on  the  tube 


For  Theatre  signs 
and  display  advertising! 

A COMPLETE  new  line  of  General  Electric  Fluorescent  Tubing  is 
now  available  for  use  in  your  high  voltage  electric  signs  and  dis- 
play advertising.  G-E  Fluorescent  Tubing  will  help  your  signs  stay 
brighter  longer  and  give  better  service.  Here’s  why  it  will  pay  you  to 
specify  G-E  Fluorescent  Tubing  : 


1-  INITIAL  BRILLIANCE  is  unusually  high. 

2- MAINTENANCE  OF  BRILLIANCY  is  high 
throughout  life. 

3- UNIFORMITY  OF  COLOR  assures  a good 
match  at  any  time. 

4- SPECIAL  COATING  PROCESS  assures  long  life, 
improved  appearance,  no  discoloration 
at  the  bends. 


5- BENDS  EASILY  without  cracking,  chip- 
ping, or  flaking  the  fluorescent  coating. 

6 - AVAILABLE  in  a large  number  of  diam- 
eters, and  in  nine  colors  including: 
Canary  Yellow,  Old  Gold,  Cream  White, 
Warm  White,  Daylight,  Coral,  Green, 
Blue,  and  Rose  Pink. 

7- OUALITY  PRODUCT  yet  it  sells  at  low 
prices.  Made  by  the  General  Electric 
Company  to  stay  brighter  longer. 


NOTICE:  For  general  interior  illumination,  G.  E.  recommends  its  standard 
line  of  Mazda  lamps,  either  filament,  or  fluorescent  in  18"  to  48"  lengths.  G-E 
Fluorescent  Tubing  is  sold  only  through  licensees  who  have  been  carefully  selected 
. . . companies  with  wide  experience  and  ability  in  the  sign  advertising  field.  Make 
sure  that  only  genuine  G-E  Fluorescent  Tubing  (marked  with  the  G-E  trade-mark) 
is  used  in  the  signs  you  buy.  For  full  information,  write  to  General  Electric  Com- 
pany, Dept.  83-BO-kNela  Park,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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Independent  Theatre  Oper- 
ation Again  Asserts  Its 
Self-Reliance 


(Continued  from  page  34) 


body,  darker  for  the  trim.  But  what 
makes  for  distinction  is  that  being,  slim, 
it  is  placed  seven  feet  from  the  building 
front  and  rises  considerably  above  the  top 
of  the  facade. 

The  V-shaped  marquee  is  brown,  light 
for  the  body  and  dark  for  the  trim,  con- 
trasted by  white  letter  panels.  It  is  small, 
but  makes  a perfectly  proportioned  base 


for  the  exclamation  point  appearance  of 
the  upright.  The  front  is  covered  with 
steel  plates,  enameled  in  tan  and  brown 
and  relieved  by  metal  stripping.  Two  40 
by  60-inch  display  cases  with  set  panels 
on  each  side  flank  the  glass  block  inset, 
which  is  decorative  to  the  exterior  and 
also  provides  light  for  a stair  landing  in- 
side the  house. 

Throughout  the  theatre  a color  scheme 
of  light  and  dark  tans  and  browns  is 
carried  out  effectively.  The  boxoffice  is 
located  inside,  inasmuch  as  the  theatre’s 
trade  is  distinctly  of  the  home  type  which 
likes  to  be  out  of  the  weather  while  buy- 
ing tickets. 

The  lobby  is  12  feet  wide  by  26  feet 
deep.  Patrons  enter  from  the  north  and 


straight  ahead  is  an  exit  door  from  in- 
side the  theatre.  On  the  right  of  the 
lobby  is  the  boxoffice  and  the  two  double 
entrance  doors  to  the  foyer.  On  the  east 
wall  two  3 -sheet  insets  with  a double  one  ' 
in  the  center,  lighted  from  portholes 
above,  are  located. 

The  foyer  is  22  feet  wide  and  26  feet 
deep.  On  the  north  side  three  steps  rise 
to  a landing  from  which  stairs  lead  to 
the  men’s  and  women’s  lounges,  office  and 
projection  room  on  the  second  floor.  Back 
of  this  landing  is  the  aforementioned  glass 
brick  panel  which  provides  light  enough 
for  this  portion  of  the  room.  Hip-high 
wall-type  stair  railings  are  topped  by 
decorative  aluminum  raUs,  simple  and  ef- 
fective. The  foyer  is  large  enough  to  ac- 
commodate two  modern  sofas  in  tan,  and 
the  foyer  wall  contains  a large  silhouette 
display  case.  Mrs.  Turner  selected  the 
foyer  carpet  first,  then  chose  furniture  and  I 
wall  finish  to  harmonize. 

On  the  second  floor,  large  lounge- 
rooms  are  situated,  one  on  either  side. 
The  projection  room  located  adjacent 
thereto  is  larger  than  usual,  thoroughly 
modem  and  with  all  new  equipment  and 
devices. 

Novel  Nursery  Room 

A “cry-room”  for  small  children  was  j 
one  of  the  things  desired  by  Mr.  Becker  | 
for  his  new  theatre.  It  was  constructed  j 
at  one  side  of  the  projection  room  and  j 
consists  of  a tiny  balcony,  down  three  I 
steps  from  the  level  of  the  lounge  and  i 
opening  from  it,  and  it  contains  ten  regu-  j 


CANDID  CANDY 


“They  all  look  good"  says  Smiley  Bur- 
nette as  he  tries  to  select  a candy  bar  from 
the  Univendor,  a new  multiple  price  candy 
vending  machine,  that  distributes  nation- 
ally advertised  brands  of  confection  in 
theatre  lobbies.  Movie  goers  by  the  thous- 
ands daily  follow  Smiley  Burnette’s  actions 
in  thrilling  Westerns.  Whenever  you  see 
Smiley,  you  are  sure  also  to  see  his  four- 
footed  pal,  “Black  Eyed  Susan"  close  by. 
Susan  goes  for  candy  bars  in  a big  way 
too.  (Photo  courtesy  Stoner  Corp.) 
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IDEAL 

CHAIRS 

Make  sure  that  your  chairs  please 
your  most  discriminating  patrons 
— give  them  the  comfort  of  Ideal 
Seating. 

Shown  is  the  Aristocrat,  one 
of  three  distinctive  and  dif- 
ferently priced  lines  of  chairs 
comprising  the  new  Stream- 
liner group. 

Write  for  literature  describ- 
ing exclusive  features  of  the 
entire  line.  There's  an  Ideal 
Chair  to  fit  every  budget  . . . 
"Puilt  to  excel,  not  just  to 
compete". 

^deat 

SEATING  COMPANY 

GRAND  RAPIDS.  MICH. 


EXPORT  OFFICE: 
330  W.  42nd  St. 
New  York  City 
Attention:  J.  E.  Robin 
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lar  theatre  seats.  A large  window  per- 
mits mothers  to  witness  the  movie  and 
sound  is  turned  into  the  small  room  in 
such  a manner  that  the  occupants  can  see 
and  hear  the  picture  without  disturbing 
the  audience  on  the  floor  below.  Vene- 
tian blinds  permit  shutting  off  the  tiny 
observation  balcony. 

To  balance  the  theatre,  Mr.  Becker  put 
another  observation  post,  counterpart  of 
the  “crying  room,”  on  the  men’s  side.  It 
forms  a part  of  the  office,  though  it  is 
down  three  steps  and  railed  off.  Mr. 
Becker  can  use  it  to  observe  the  house, 
or  for  friends  who  drop  in. 

The  offset  design  of  ceiling  and  side- 
walls  is  a distinguishing  feature  of  the 
auditorium.  The  ceiling  is  made  of  16x32- 
inch  sound  absorbing  blocks,  and  the  side- 
walls  are  sawtoothed  between  pilasters, 
which  occur  at  every  ceiling  break.  The 
pilasters  are  covered  with  acoustic  plas- 
ter, and  the  serrated  design  of  the  side- 
walls  is  covered  with  acoustic  board.  The 
base  or  chair  rail,  which  is  higher  than 
the  seat  backs,  is  of  concrete  plaster  in 
a dark  brown. 

Lighting  is  concealed  in  troughs  in  the 
sidewalls.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a 
new  moulded  screen  plus  high  intensity 
lamps  makes  it  unnecessary  to  use  the 
house  lights.  The  first  night  a few  house 
lights  were  on  and  the  auditorium  was  too 
bright  for  the  audience  witnessing  the  pic- 
ture. The  theatre  uses  only  aisle  lights 
now. 

The  auditorium  now  contains  1,000 
seats  on  one  floor  level,  which  is  375 
more  than  the  old  Granada  had.  Dimen- 
sions of  the  entire  theatre,  which  has  its 
entrance  on  one  street  and  its  back  fire 
exit  on  the  next,  are  50  by  165  feet.  The 
natural  slope  of  the  lot  takes  care  of  the 
need  for  a drop  in  seating  level.  This  is 
a 7-foot  fall,  which  permits  the  back  doors 


to  open  on  the  next  street  level  without 
steps. 

J.  E.  Kelsey,  of  Independence,  was  the 
architect.  It  is  an  outstanding  example 
of  modern  theatre  efficiency  and  func- 
tionalism, and  its  welcomed  acceptance  by 
the  townspeople  of  Independence  testifies 
to  its  worthy  purpose  as  a refined  en- 
tertainment provision. 


In  the  Modem  Theatre 
No  Less  Than  the  Home 

Men  and  women  are  fastidious,  and 
rightly  so,  about  the  type  of  tissue  they 


use  in  their  homes  and  considerate  man- 
agement today  recognizes  this  fact  by  giv- 
ing them  the  same  superior  service  in 
their  contemporary  places  of  entertain- 
ment. Of  recent  years  there  has  been 
ever-increasing  appreciation  of  quality  in 
toilet  tissue,  for  quality  guarantees  com- 
fort, satisfaction  and  health  protection. 
Large  scale  manufacture  insures  produc- 
tion of  recognized  quality  tissue  at  the 
lowest  possible  price.  An  important 
factor  when  considering  toilet  tissue  is 
the  fixture  and  its  proper  location.  Def- 
inite specifications  covering  these  points 
reduce  the  per  capita  cost  of  toilet  tissue 
while  adding  materially  to  satisfactory 
dispensing. 


“BEST” 
PORT  HOLE 
FIRE 

SHUTTERS 


AND 


SHUTTER 

CONTROL 

APPARATUS 


• Protect  you  asrainst  projection  room  emer- 

gencies. 

• Meet  all  inspection  laws. 

• Prevent  smoke  from  spreading  into  audi- 

torium. 

• plate  drops — ALWAYS  drops! 

• Made  to  last,  of  heavy  No.  10  gauge  metal. 

• Grooves  for  drops  and  back  are  bent  and 

welded.  No  rivets.  No  screws.  No  soldering. 

• Come  complete,  ready  to  install. 

Write  for  descriptive  literature  or  see  your  dealer. 

BEST  DEVICES  COMPANY 

1051G  Western  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio 


8 COLUMN  UNIVENDOR 

The  deluxe  machine  for  the  smaller  theatre.  Has  all 
the  operating  advantages  of  the  larger  model.  160 
shelf  capacity  with  eight  different  selections.  Furnished 
in  several  smart  color  combinations  to  fit  every  theatre’s 
need. 


STONER  CORPORATION 


338  Gale  Ave. 
AURORA.  - ILLINOIS 


Theatre  operators  everywhere  are  acclaiming  Univendor  as  the  ideal  candy 
vendor  lor  theatre  operation.  The  attractive  design  and  rich  finish  har- 
monize with  the  most  modern  surroundings.  The  extra  large  capacity, 
wide  selection,  and  quiet,  fool-proof  operation  mean  steady,  consistent 
operation  with  the  minimum  of  attention.  Investigate  Univendor  for  your 
theatre  today. 


16  COLUMN  UNIVENDOR 

16  selections  with  a 
capacity  of  320  bars. 
Heatless  fluores- 
cent lighting,  sound- 
proofed  oi>eration, 
cheatproof  and  styled 
for  the  modern  theatre. 
May  be  had  with  large 
storage  comimrtment 
in  base,  with  easily  ac- 
cessible doors  in  the 
front. 
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Passing  of  “Old  Man  Low”  Inspires 
a Rare  Publicity  Plot 


AST  month,  as  it  must  to  all  ma- 
terial things,  death  came  to  Old  Man 
Low.  His  passing  was  mourned  in 
the  Liberty  Tlieatre  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  where 
the  body  lay  in  state.  Hundreds  of  per- 
sons trod  past  the  bier  and  floral  offer- 
ings were  banked  high  about  the  coffin. 
Services  were  held  at  the  place  of  de- 
mise and  interment  was  in  the  Cemetery 
of  Used  Equipment.  Surviving  is  one  of 
the  offspring.  Simplified  High,  who  will 
carry  on  the  family  work  and  traditions. 

Because  Old  Man  Low  is  Dead  both 
figuratively  and  literally,  a pair  of  canny 
showmen  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  decided  that  a 
funeral  would  be  fitting  and  proper.  Not 
only  would  it  pay  honorable  tribute  to 
the  dead,  meanwhile  lauding  Xhe  succes- 
sor in  a politic  manner,  but  it  would  be  a 
honey  of  an  exploitation  stunt  for  their 
theatre,  where  recently  a modernization 
program  had  been  carried  on  which  com- 
prised many  other  factors  in  addition  to 
new  projection  room  equipment. 

And  so — “Low’s  kicked  the  bucket” — 
now  officially  and  with  pomp  and  cere- 
mony. Old  Man  Low  is  indeed  Dead. 
Solemn  rites  were  held  at  his  passing  and 
the  mourning  was  sincere,  inasmuch  as 
the  old  man  had  lived  a good  and  useful 
life  but  was  merely  the  victim  of  prog- 
ress and  perhaps  (sh!)  “too  fast  living.” 


The  old  fellow  just  couldn’t  compete  with 
the  youthful  fervor  of  his  successor  and 
so  now — Old  Man  Low  is  deader  than  the 
proverbial  door  nail. 

This  is  an  obituary.  Not  often  can  we 
“celebrate”  the  passing  of  an  era  in  this 
industry,  which  is  yet  so  young  in  years 
itself.  Old  Man  Low  was  the  personifi- 
cation of  low  intensity  projection,  used 
so  universally  in  small  and  medium-sized 
theatres  during  the  past  couple  of  decades. 
The  Old  Man  served  his  purpose  well  and 
economically  at  first  and  was  well  thought 
of  by  theatre  men  for  many  years. 

Posthumous  Praise 

He  was  the  best  to  be  had  by  many 
theatre  ovmers.  Low  intensity  projection 
was  a good  thing,  but  its  era  passed  as 
do  all  good  things  when  better  means  are 
developed.  The  small  and  medium-sized 
theatres  in  not  so  prolific  locations  could 
not  afford  high  intensity  projection  as  it 
was  practiced  in  large  metropolitan  thea- 
tres. Yet,  because  of  size  and  situation, 
low  intensity  projection  was  highly  pass- 
able for  many  years  when  nothing  better 
was  available  for  the  peculiar  conditions 
of  these  lesser  houses — and  when  com- 
parison and  competition  were  not  so  dead- 
ly to  them. 

That  is  why  we  can  mourn  Old  Man 
Low  as  a good  old  codger  who  “seen  his 
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Old  Man  Low’s  successor  in  the  Liberty 
Theatre  a new  19000  Series  Simplex 
High  Intensity  Projection  Arc  Lamp. 
Vying  with  the  extra  light  power  and 
efficiency  of  such  models  as  this  was 
the  real  blow  which  laid  the  old  man 
low.  He  just  couldn’t  compete  with  the 
greater  brilliance  of  projection  light 
supplied  by  his  successor.  (Photo  cour- 
tesy National  Theatre  Supply  Co.) 

duty  and  done  it.”  But  we  can  yet  re- 
joice that  his  survivor  serves  even  better 
in  bringing  the  finest  presentation  of  mov- 
ing pictures  to  small  and  medium  sized 
theatres  who  no  longer  can  claim  they 
can’t  afford  it.  The  low  intensity  era 
is  now  a bygone,  with  simplified  high 
intensity  projection  taking  its  place  more 
ably  in  all  situations  where  formerly  Old 
Man  Low  held  sway. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  funeral,  which 
we  consider  one  of  the  smartest  examples 
of  theatre  exploitation  accomplished  in 
some  time.  The  fathers  of  the  idea  and 
conductors  of  the  stunt  were  Mr.  Robert 
Collins  and  Mr.  Prank  Tafelski,  managers 
of  the  Liberty  Theatre,  a 600-seat,  sub- 
sequent-run  house  in  Toledo. 

House  Appeal  promotion  of  this  type  is 
productive  of  untold  measures  of  good  will 

A palling  scene  before  the  entrance  to 
the  Liberty  Theatre  in  Toledo,  where 
services  were  held  over  the  passing  of 
Old  Man  Low.  The  deceased  is  visible 
in  the  elaborate  casket,  the  mourners 
are  genuinely  impressed  and  the  many 
floral  offerings  lend  authenticity.  The 
waiting  hearse  really  means  business, 
t Photo  courtesy  Natioiial  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Company.) 


and  that  invaluable  word-of-mouth  adver- 
tising. This  is  fine  exploitation  and  we 
opine  that  it  cannot  be  overestimated  as 
a means  of  popularizing  one  place  of  en- 
tertainment over  another,  despite  picture 
product.  The  cleverness  of  Collins’  and 
Tafelski’s  scheme  and  the  completeness 
of  detail  with  which  it  was  carried  out 
attracted  a wealth  of  attention  and  patron 
interest,  to  say  nothing  of  impressing 
upon  the  minds  of  Toledo’s  moviegoers 
that  anything  less  than  what  the  Liberty 
Theatre  provided  in  the  way  of  picture 
presentation  was  passe’  and  below  modern 
standards. 


A Modernizing  Move 

A modernization  program  had  just  been 
completed  in  the  Liberty  Theatre  under 
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iKSsV^teR  . . . SCORES  THE 

WINNING  POINT 


Ask  for  the  new  folder 
on  the  LV  Transverter 


Put  him  on  your  team  for 
better  screen  results. 

Transverter  makes  for  smooth, 
quiet,  steady  performance  in  the 
back  field  . . . delivering  sus- 
tained high  efficiency  regardless 
of  overload. 


Consult:  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.;  in  Canada, 

General  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  Ltd.;  or  write  us. 

12695  ELMWOOD  AVENUE, 
CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  U.S.A. 

Exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the  Transverter 


THE  HERTNER  ELECTRIC  CO. 


Fathers  of  the  smart  publicity  idea 
which  “laid  Old  Man  Low  in  his  grave,” 
Robert  Collins  (left)  and  Frank  Tafel- 
ski.  They  put  their  house  in  order  by 
refurbishing  and  re-equipment  and 
then  did  something  novel  to  impress 
the  public  with  the  fact  that  anything 
less  than  what  their  Liberty  Theatre 
provided  in  the  way  of  picture  presen- 
tation was  passe’  and  below  modern 
standards. 

the  direction  of  Hahn  and  Hayes,  archi- 
tects of  Toledo.  The  renovation  included 
painting,  decorating  and  remodeling  both 
inside  and  out,  refurbishing  of  the  front 
and  foyer,  installation  of  a new  marquee, 
and — that  which  was  responsible  for  a 
clever  piece  of  promotional  work — installa- 
tion of  entirely  new  and  the  latest  avail- 
able equipment  for  the  projection  room. 

The  acquisition  of  new  simplified  high 
intensity  projection  arc  lamps  to  take  the 
place  of  old  low  intensity  lamps,  and  the 
noticeable  doubling  of  brightness  in  the 
projected  picture,  gave  our  two  smart 
showmen  the  idea  that  here  was  some- 
thing which  should  be  pointed  out  to  the 
public.  Hence  they  adopted  the  theme, 
“Old  Man  Low  Is  Dead,”  and  played  the 
subject  to  its  hilt. 

On  the  front  of  the  theatre,  a banner 
in  explanation  of  the  sudden  demise  was 
placed.  It  read:  “OLE  MAN  LOW  IS 
DEAD!  Yes,  we  have  replaced  the  old  low 
intensity  lights  with  the  latest  high  in- 
tensity projection  arc  lamps  so  that  our 
patrons  can  enjoy  clearer  and  brighter 
pictures.”  With  this  information,  the 
shock  of  a funereal  atmosphere  upon  the 
patrons  was  lessened  and  a good  plug  for 
Better  Projection  also  was  put  across — 
and  with  a bang! 

The  theatre  entrance  presented  a pall- 
ing scene,  since  here  was  placed  the  cas- 
ket wherein  the  remains  of  Old  Man  Low 
reposed.  An  old  low  intensity  projection 
lamp,  much  the  worse  for  hard  usage, 
actually  was  made  to  “rest  in  peace”  with- 
in an  elaborate  silk  lined  casket.  And 
the  entire  population  of  the  community 
could  pass  in  mourning  ab#ut  the  bier. 
A weaith  of  floral  offerings  gave  evidence 
that  a great  number  of  persons  did  pay 
their  respects  and  a real,  honest-to-good- 
ness  hearse  at  the  entrance  to  the  Lib- 
erty Theatre  gave  a business-like  touch 
to  the  whole  scheme. 

Public  Concern  Pronounced 
Needless  to  say,  the  funeral  attracted 
widespread  attention  and  as  a publicity 
scheme  for  the  Liberty  Theatre  it  was 
most  successful.  Robert  Collins  and  Frank 
Tafelski  have  always  been  alert  in  seiz- 
ing opportunities  for  exploiting  both  their 
motion  picture  attractions  and  institu- 
tional features  of  the  theatre.  Hence  it 


is  most  understandable  that  the  Liberty 
should  be  one  of  the  most  successful 
small  theatres  in  Toledo.  Its  highly  profit- 
able business  is  based  on  giving  the  pub- 
lic what  it  wants  in  the  way  of  good  en- 
tertainment properly  presented — and  then 
telling  the  public  about  this  provision  in 
a way  that  will  boost  the  theatre  itself  as 
an  institution. 

Seizing  an  opportunity  such  as  this  and 
then  making  the  most  of  it  is  one  of  the 
most  potent  methods  of  selling  the  theatre 
to  the  public.  If  the  property  has  some- 
thing extra  in  the  way  of  mechanical 
provisions — besides  good  pictures — of  which 
to  boast,  it  is  wise  showmanship  to  see 


SURFACE  TREATED 
LENSES 

25%  More  Illumination 

WITH  A 

B&L  SUPER  CINEPHOR  f:2 


that  the  public  knows  about  that  “extra.” 
A place  of  entertainment  which  can  offer 
greater  comfort,  convenience  and  mod- 
ernity already  has  three  strikes  on  com- 
petition before  picture  product  is  even 
considered. 

Collins  and  Tafelski,  realizing  this  pat- 
ron appeal  factor,  first  put  their  house 
in  order  by  renovation,  redecoration  and 
re-equipment,  and  then  decided  to  bury 
their  past  method  of  projecting  pictures. 
Fortunately,  an  era  was  passing  at  the 
time  their  theatre  was  modernized.  But 
despite  this,  two  idea  men  of  their  ilk 
probably  would  have  hit  upon  something 
(Continued  on  following  page) 


NOW,  with  the  Bausch  & Lomb  Super  Cine- 
phor  f:2,  light  previously  lost  by  lens 
surface  reflections  (4  to  6%  at  each  air  to  glass 
surface)  is  converted  into  additional  screen 
illumination.  A new  process  of  treating  lens 
surfaces  which  reduces  surface  reflections  to  a 
minimum  is  responsible  for  the  performance 
of  this  f:2  lens  which  now  has  the  efficiency 
which  heretofore  would  have  been  possible 
with  an  f:1.79  lens. 

Greater  contrast  and  crispness  and  more 
clearly  defined  shadow  detail  are  evident.  Color 
films  are  projected  with  greater  purity  and 
brilliance.  For  complete  details,  write  to  Bausch 
& Lomb  Optical  Company,  720  St.  Paul  Street, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

BAUSCH  & LOMB 
OPTICAL  COMPANY 

FOB  YOUR  EYES,  INSIST  ON  BAUSCH  4 LOMB  EYEWEAR,  MADE  FROM  BAUSCH 
4 LOMB  GLASS  TO  BAUSCH  4 LOMB  HIGH  STANDARDS  OF  PRECISION 


I 


BOXOFFICE  : : November  9,  1940 


53 


MOVIE  ENGINEERS  HONOR  DISNEY  AND  McMATH 


WALT  DISNEY,  whose  first  car- 
toons embellished  a Red  Cross 
ambulance  in  France  in  1918,  was 
awarded  the  Progress  Medal  of  the  Society 
of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  for  his 
achievement  in  developing  the  cartoon 
movie  to  its  present  status  as  a primary 
entertainment  medium  for  the  whole 
world.  The  award  was  made  at  the  47th 
semi-annual  convention  of  the  Society 
held  in  Hollywood  last  month. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Society  honored 
Robert  R.  McMath,  of  the  McMath-Hul- 
bert  Observatory  of  the  University  of 


Michigan,  with  its  Journal  Award  for  his 
preparation  of  the  most  outstanding  paper 
published  in  the  SMPE  Journal  last  year. 
Entitled  “The  Surface  of  the  Nearest 
Star,”  Mr.  McMath’s  paper  described  his 
successful  experiments  in  taking  moving 
pictures  of  the  surface  of  the  sun. 

The  presentations  were  made  at  the  So- 
ciety’s Banquet  at  the  Hollywood-Roose- 
velt  Hotel.  The  ceremony  was  a high 
point  in  the  five-day  convention  which  was 
attended  by  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the 
country.  At  the  same  time,  newly-elected 
officers  of  the  Society  were  introduced  by 


E.  A.  Williford,  retiring  President.  They 
include  Emery  Huse,  President;  Herbert 
Griffin,  Executive  Vice-President;  A.  C. 
Downes,  Editorial  Vice-President;  William 
C.  Kunzmann  (re-elected)  Convention 
Vice-President;  P.  J.  Larsen,  Secretary, 
and  George  Friedl  jr..  Treasurer. 

The  39-year-old  Disney’s  amazing  climb 
to  fame  was  recounted  during  the  presen- 
tation ceremonies,  from  his  start  as  a $35- 
a-week  cartoonist  for  a slide  film  com- 


Disney  (left)  gets  Progress  Medal  for 
his  movie  cartoons  and  McMath  (right) 
takes  Journal  Award  for  his  movies  of 
the  sun. 


pany,  through  his  arrival  in  Hollywood  in 
1924  with  an  idea,  a two-year-old  suit  of 
clothes,  and  $40,  to  his  present  standing 
on  the  eve  of  the  release  of  his  most  re- 
markable film,  “Fantasia.” 

The  citation  also  embraced  Disney’s 
creation  of  Mickey  and  Minnie  Mouse  fol- 
lowing the  initial  success  of  “Oswald”  the 
rabbit,  and  his  Silly  Symphony  series, 
which  brought  him  the  Academy  Award. 

Mr.  McMath,  who  is  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Motors  Metal  Manufacturing 
Company,  is  a noted  author  and  astrono- 
mer, member  of  astronomical  societies 
throughout  the  world.  He  has  written  nu- 
merous popular  scientific  articles  for  news- 
papers and  magazines.  His  Journal  article 
described  the  McMath-Hulbert  Observa- 
tory tower  especially  equipped  to  take  mo- 
tion pictures  of  astronomical  subjects. 


Passing  of  Old  Man  Low 
Inspires  a Rare  Pub- 
licity Stunt 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


unique  in  the  way  of  house  promotion  to 
the  public. 

To  the  rest  of  us.  Old  Man  Low  is  Dead, 
not  just  at  the  Liberty  Theatre  in  To- 
ledo, but  elsewhere.  We  know  for  a fact 
that  low  intensity  projection  is  dead 
wherever  progress  is  made  by  showmen  in 
moving  picture  presentation.  Low  inten- 
sity projection  died  really  at  the  birth  of 
simplified  high  intensity  projection.  That 
theatre  men  know  this  conclusively  is  evi- 
denced by  the  overwhelming  acceptance 
of  the  new  light  source  within  the  short 
time  since  it  was  developed. 

Thus,  we  can  only  shed  a tear  for  old 
time’s  sake  and  say  to  the  spirit  of  Old 
Man  Low — “R.  I.  P.” — may  he,  indeed. 
Rest  in  Peace. 


IT’S  A FACT 

The  job,  at  which  Forest  Engineers  have  succeeded,  is  better  pro- 
jection performance  at  reduced  power  costs.  Thousands  of  theatre 
owners  know  that  their  power  bills  have  been  slashed  . . . because 
they  have  installed  FOREST  RECTIFIERS. 

No  other  power  conversion  equipment  can  claim  the  high  rating  of 
efficiency  that  is  proved  with  Forest. 

DON'T  THROW  AWAY  YOUR  MONEY  . . . BUY  FOREST  . . . 
the  Efficient.  Dependable.  Serviceable,  and  ECONOMICAL  Power 
Conversion  Equipment! 


^ k A using  exclusively  the  P.  R.  Mallory  Magnesium- 

Copper  Sulphide  rectifying  units.  The  Super 
» MCS  has  — reliable  3-phase  fan  — magnetic 

switches  — visual  3-phase  line  indicator  — automatic  voltage  regulator.  An 
all-important  feature  is  the  newly  developed  Forest  transformer  which  gives 
definite  assurance  of  protection  against  line  voltage  fluctuations.  Approved 
by  Underwriters  Laboratories. 

■ ^ ^ Bulb  Type  Rectifier  is  a reliable,  efficient  and  low  cost  type 

of  power  conversion  equipment.  This  rectifier  conforms  to  the 
standards  required  for  modern  projection.  Forest  LD-60  rec- 
tifiers have  an  output  from  30  to  60  amperes.  This  range  of  amperage  makes 
Suprex-Simplified  High  Intensity,  Intermediate  High  Intensity  and  Low  Inten- 
sity operation  possible  with  the  one  rectifier.  Forest  is  the  only  manufacturer 
that  makes  the  'Twin-Type'  rectifier. 


DON’T  FORGET  TO  LOOK  INTO  THE  FOREST 

"Universal  Trim"  LAMP.  See  why  Forest  Lamps  do  what  all  other 
lamps  claim  to  do — COMBINED. 


Ask  the  Forest  Authorized  Dealer  about 
FOREST  Products,  or  send  lor  literature. 


FOREST  MANUFACTURING  CORP. 


200  MT.  PLEASANT  AVENUE 


NEWARK,  N.  J. 


54 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


// 

They’re  all  talking  about  the 

ARC! 

THEATRE  OWNERS  SAY: 

"Those  new  'One  Kilowatt’  arcs  are  the  best  investment  I 
ever  made.  The  box  office  figures  show  it.  Fifty  per  cent 
more  screen  light,  comfortable  vision  at  all  times,  and  color 
that  is  really  natural  — I tell  you,  people  notice  those 
things.  No  theatre  in  town  puts  on  a better  show  than 
mine.  But  you’d  be  surprised  how  little  it  cost.’’ 


I 


PROJECTIONISTS  SAY: 

"We  projectionists  try  to  put  the  best  possible  picture  on 
the  screen.  That’s  our  job.  But  it  takes  snow  white,  high 
intensity  light  to  do  it.  These  new  'One  Kilowatt’  high 
intensity  arcs  give  us  small  theatre  projectionists  a break. 
Better  black  and  white  projection  — tops  for  color  — as 
cheap  to  run  as  low  intensity  — Boss,  they’ve  got  what  it 
takes!” 


1-  //If 

I a 

PATRONS  SAY: 

"Your  pictures  are  a lot  better  since  you  put  in  those  new 
lamps  you  were  telling  me  about.  Mary  and  I were  saying 

they  are  as  good  as  we’ve  seen  in  any  theater.  That  color 

1 JpSJW] 

feature  was  as  natural  as  life  but  what  I like  most  is  finding 

r ^ / y ^ A 

a seat  without  playing  'blindman’s  buff.’  Believe  me,  we’re 

steady  patrons  now.” 

THE  NEW 

ONE  KILOWATT”  ARCS 
USE  “NATIONAL,” 
“SUPREX”  AND 
“OROTIP”  CARBONS 


CARBON  ARC  PROJECTION  LAMPS 

ARE  OPERATED  AT  A SAFE  VOLTAGE. 
THEY  ARE  STURDY  AND  DURABLE  AND  ARE 
NOT  COMPLICATED  BY  WATER  COOLING 


The  words  ’^National,”  ^*Suprex*’  and  **Orotip”  are  trade-marks  of  National  Carbon  Company,  Inc. 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation 

die 


CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

General  Offices: 

30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y, 

Branch  Sales  Offices: 

New  York  - Pittsburgh  - Chicago  - St.  Louis  - San  Francisco 
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Another  Smart  Example  of  Small- 
Town  Theatre  Planning 


. . . in  which  a Northern  Michigan  theatre  owner  pleases  his 
patrons  with  the  newest  in  practical  novelty  effects  plus  the 
functional  elements  of  finer  picture  presentation  . . . Pictures 
and  particulars  by  the  owner,  MR.  EDWIN  C.  LOOMIS. 


This  is  the  story  of  a man  who  started 
in  theatre  business  as  a hobby  and 
who  liked  it  so  well  and  gave  so  much 
to  his  hobby  that  he  is  now  a most  suc- 
cessful operator  of  a modern  little  theatre 
that  might  well  be  the  envy  of  any  show- 
man. An  amateur  turned  professional, 
with  all  the  enthusiasm  which  such  a de- 
velopment implies,  is  the  best  way  to  de- 
scribe Mr.  Edwin  C.  Loomis,  Exhibitor. 

Purely  to  gratify  a hobby,  Loomis  first 
purchased  a hand-operated  picture  ma- 
chine and  regaled  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bors with  “movies.”  A bit  later,  the  hobby 
led  to  professional  aspects  with  his  entry 
into  newsreel  photography  as  a camera- 
man. Following  this,  he  started  traveling 
a three-county  circuit  in  Northern  Michi- 
gan showing  movies.  Always  he  was  filled 
with  enthusiasm  for  his  chosen  work, 
which  was  like  play  to  him,  and  the  good 
fellowship  drew  entertainment-seekers 
about  him  like  flies  to  honey. 

He  Turns  Professional 
Eventually,  in  late  1934,  Loomis  opened 
his  first  theatre  in  Elk  Rapids,  Michigan, 


a tiny  community  of  only  678  population. 
It  was  merely  a made-over  structure 
equipped  with  35  kitchen  chairs,  but  it 
presented  sound  pictures  and  delighted  its 
patrons,  who  formerly  had  to  travel  some 
distance  to  the  nearest  theatre  in  another 
town. 

This  hobby,  which  now  had  all  the  ear- 
marks of  a soon-to-be-successful  business 
venture,  proved  so  interesting  and  profit- 
able that  Mr.  Loomis  improved  his  thea- 
tre as  rapidly  as  possible.  He  was  alert  to 
all  developments  which  might  make  his 
house  more  attractive  to  his  ever-increas- 
ing coterie  of  patrons  and  he  was  always 
amenable  to  whatever  was  new  and  novel 
in  the  way  of  equipment  or  furnishings 
with  which  to  please  the  customers. 

Now,  just  six  years  after  his  first  open- 
ing of  a theatre  in  which  to  practice  an 
engrossing  hobby,  Mr.  Loomis  has  pre- 
sented to  the  town  of  Elk  Rapids  the  new 
State  Theatre,  which  is  perhaps  one  of 
the  most  modern  showplaces  in  Michigan, 
regardless  of  size  or  seating  capacity.  The 
new  house  was  opened  on  Sep- 
tember 20th,  and  in  it  may  be 
found  some  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary patron  appeals  and 
innovations  in  the  way  of  in- 
terest-provokers yet  incorpo- 
rated in  a theatre. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  particularly 
intrigued  by  recent  develop- 
ments in  “black  lighting”  and 
fluorescent  decoration.  He  de- 


One  of  the  six  functional  lighting  fix- 
tures designed  by  Mr.  Loomis  to  con- 
ceal “black  lighting’’  units  which  acti- 
vate the  ceiling  decoration. 

cided  to  let  this  new  technique  be  the 
motivation  for  beauty  and  attraction  in 
his  new  house  and  he  carried  it  out  with 
a thoroughness  that  can  only  be  admired 
when  the  problems  encountered  are  known. 

Improves  Black  Lighting 
In  the  auditorium  of  the  new  State 
Theatre,  the  main  source  of  illumination 
is  from  a massive  design  on  the  ceiling 
executed  in  fluorescent  paints  activated 
by  black  light.  The  colors  used  on  the 
ceiling  were  specially  mixed  and  designed 
for  permanent  interior  decoration  in 
shades  of  pearl  white,  salmon  pink,  jade 
green  and  sea  blue. 

Mr.  Loomis  himself  designed  the  unique 
lighting  fixtures  which  conceal  the  black 
light  units  to  activate  the  ceiling  orna- 
mentation. They  completely  hide  the  250- 
and  100-watt  black  light  units,  which 
might  otherwise  mar  the  beauty  of  deco- 
ration in  the  auditorium.  They  are  made 
of  brass  with  a silver-plated  band  and 
trimmed  with  Incite  rods  lighted  by  10- 
watt  bulbs.  Even  disregarding  their  new 
function,  these  would  be  classed  as  most 
attractive  lighting  fixtures. 

Desiring  also  to  use  fluorescent  carpet 
in  the  new  theatre,  for  its  dramatic  effect 

Outstanding  in  a coinmunity  of  only 
678  persons  is  this  jewel-like  little 
house,  the  State  Theatre  in  Elk  Rapids, 
Michigan.  Its  owner,  E.  C.  Loomis, 
started  in  theatre  business  as  a hobby 
and  his  natural  enthusiasm  is  evident 
throughout  his  new  State  Theatre,  the 
front  and  lobby  of  which  are  shown 
here. 


and  harmonizing  beauty,  Mr.  Loomis 
started  experimenting  on  this  phase  early 
in  the  construction  of  the  house.  It  was 
at  this  time  that  he  ran  into  considerable 
difficulties  and  problems,  which,  had  he 

The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


not  been  a pains-taking  individual,  might 
have  caused  him  to  call  the  whole  thing 
off. 

Following  early  recommended  procedure, 
250-watt  argon  glow  lamps  were  tried  but 
found  unsatisfactory  for  complete  illumi- 
nation. Next,  100-watt  projector  lamp 
units  were  placed  on  the  rear  wall  directed 
straight  downward  to  the  aisles.  But  this 
method  fell  short  in  that  it  was  found 
blinding  and  uncomfortable  as  well  as  un- 
complimentary to  the  personal  appearance 
of  patrons  leaving  the  theatre. 

The  next  attempt  made  consisted  of 
cutting  openings  in  the  ceiling,  building 
some  housings  and  installing  a wiring  sys- 
tem for  projector  lamps  equipped  with  hl- 
ters  and  directing  the  light  downward 
onto  the  carpeting.  However,  despite  be- 
ing an  effective  activator,  this  system  also 
spilled  ultra-violet  light  over  large  seat- 
ing areas  which  was  uncomfortable  for 
those  seated  beneath  it. 

Fluorescent  Carpets 

After  trying  to  overcome  this  objection 
by  rather  elaborate  louvre  systems,  spe- 
cial units  designed  to  confine  the  black 
light  beam  exclusively  to  the  carpeting 
were  installed  and  excellent  results  were 
noted  from  that  time  forward.  All  of  the 
light  is  now  confined  to  the  carpeting, 
with  virtually  no  spill  onto  even  the  first 
row  of  seats,  and  in  fact,  the  cut-off  line 
can  be  observed  a few  inches  on  either 
edge  of  the  carpeting. 

The  results  attained  after  exhaustive 
experimentation  were  worth  the  trouble 
and  doubtless  the  newness  of  this  tech- 
nique is  the  only  excusable  reason  why 


IDENTIFICATION 
(State  Theatre) 

AIR  CONDITIONING:  R.  G.  Taylor  Air  Condi- 
tioning Co. 

ARCHITECT:  Stewart- Kingscott. 

BLACK  LIGHT  UNITS:  Keese  Engineering  Co. 

CEILING  DESIGN:  Robert  J.  Spinner. 

CONTRACTOR:  Christman  Company. 

FLUORESCENT  CARPET:  Alexander  Smith  & 
Sons  Carpet  Co. 

FLUORESCENT  PAINT:  Continental  Lithograph 
Corp. 

FOYER  CARPET:  National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

LIGHT  FIXTURES:  National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

MARQUEE:  Capitol  Sign  Studio. 

PROJECTION  EQUIPMENT:  Brenkert,  thru  Joe 
Goldberg,  Inc. 

SEATING:  Ideal  Seating  Company. 

Additional  particulars  on  the  project  may  be 
secured  upon  request  to  The  Modern  Theatre 
Information  Bureau. 


Fluorescence  is  a feature  of  the  State 
auditorium,  about  which  its  entire  il- 
luminating and  decorating  scheme  is 
achieved.  A fore-view  with  house  lights 
on  is  shown  at  left,  and  an  aft-view 
with  “black  light”  activating  both  the 
massive  ceiling  ornamentation  and 
fluorescent  carpeting  in  the  aisles  af- 
ford evidence  of  the  beauty  of  this  new 
technique. 


such  experimentation  was  necessary  in 
Mr.  Loomis’  case.  And  as  he  remarked 
after  mentioning  all  his  difficulties  ami 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  overcome: 


“I’m  not  a bit  sorry  that  I built  the  first 
theatre  in  Michigan  to  use  ‘black  light’ 
since  it  has  caused  very  favorable  com- 
ments and  much  interest.”  So  there’s  al- 
ways compensation,  and  no  doubt  his 
problems  will  have  served  as  a guide  for 
future  users  of  a novel  and  modern 
technique. 

The  general  construction  of  the  new 
State  Theatre  is  completely  fireproof,  us- 
ing two  courses  of  cinder  block,  the  ashlar 
pattern  of  which  is  used  inside  the  audi- 
torium and  left  unpainted.  It  thus  serves 
as  a sober  but  attractive  background  for 

(Continued  on  page  65) 


THEATRE  MODERNIZING  GUIDE 

Through  the  co-operation  of  our  affiliated  architects,  leading  manufac- 
turers, their  engineers,  designers,  dealers,  contractors  and  others,  a ma- 
jority of  whom  are  active  members  of  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning 
Institute,  we  are  prepared  to  assist  the  theatre-owner  in  selection  and 
application  of  all  commodities  and  services  needed  in  remodeling  and 
modernizing  by  placing  him  in  touch  with  dependable  sources  of  sup- 
ply. As  sponsor  of  the  Institute,  we  strive  to  impiortially  relay  each 
inquiry  only  to  sources  of  reliable  information.  However,  we  do  not 
guarantee  all  statements  or  claims  made  in  connection  with  products 
offered. 


MAIL  THIS  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  Planning  Institute,  11-9-40 

Room  334 — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111. 

Gentlemen:  Without  cost  or  obligation  please  arrange  to  have  data  supplied  to  us 
covering  the  following  subjects: 


□ Acoustics 

□ Air  Conditioning 

□ Amplifiers 

□ Architectural  Service 

□ Carpets 

□ Cleaning  Equipment 

□ Complete  Remodeling 


□ Decorating 

□ Heating  Equipment 

□ Lighting  Fixtures 

□ Lounge  Furniture 

□ Plumbing  Fixtures 

□ Projectors 

□ Projection  Lamps 


□ Screens 

□ Seating 

□ Signs  and  Marquees 

□ Sound  Equipment 

□ Theatre  Fronts 
Q Ticket  Machines 

□ Other  Subjects 


Theatre  Seating  Capacity.. 


Address 


City 


State.. 


Signed. 


(Owner-Manager) 
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ium,  was  minimized  by  the  use  of  a deep  I 
Pompeiian  red  and  all  the  interest  was  / 
centered  in  the  wall  panels  which  are 
decorated  with  strong  light  colored  de- 
signs on  a turquoise  blue  background. 
These  highly  dramatized  lower  wall  por- 
tions make  one  forget  the  odd  size  of  the 
room,  and  give  the  patrons  a new  inter- 
est in  the  old  familiar  appearance  of  this 
theatre. 


Color  as  a Dramatic  Element  is  a 
Direct  Aid  to  Advertising 

By  Hanns  R.  Teichert* 


Today  everyone  is 
color  - conscious, 
with  magazines, 
advertisements,  color 
photography,  color 
talks  on  the  radio, 
and  such  startling  us 
into  thinking  in  terms 
of  color.  We  associate 
color  not  only  with 
natural  surroundings 
and  attire,  but  are  be- 
ginning to  understand 
color  as  an  art  through  organic  associa- 
tion with  interior  and  exterior  decorations. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  know  all  scientific 
theories  of  the  color  waves  of  the  solar 
spectrum  to  appreciate  the  rhythmic 
waves  as  we  see  them,  because  color  as 
perceived  by  our  senses  cannot  be  forced 
into  certain  rules  and  regulations.  Each 
individual  sees  differently  and  receives 
different  impressions  from  color  waves. 
Through  creative  imagination,  the  most 
intelligent  interest  is  awakened  and  once 
started  it  cannot  be  stopped  because  of 
the  unlimited  sphere  of  application. 

Reactions  to  Colors 

All  color  as  we  sense  it  is  vibration.  In 
L the  spectrum  of  the  rainbow  the  varying 

lij  lengths  of  the  light  waves  give  us  the  im- 

w pression  of  seven  different  colors.  These 

colors  of  the  solar  spectriun  are  red, 
orange,  yellow,  green,  blue,  indigo  and 
violet.  Each  one  of  these  colors  has  a 
different  wave  length.  Red  vibrates  the 
longest  and  slowest;  yellow  and  blue  in- 
crease in  rapidity  of  rhythm.  Violet,  with 
the  shortest  frequency,  can  hardly  be  dis- 
tinguished by  some  people.  Even  through 
undeveloped  and  untrained  eyesight,  most 
persons  register  some  impression  and  get 
some  sensation  of  these  color  waveff.  It  is 
said  that  even  the  blind  are  able  to  feel 
color,  feeling  color  vibrations  instead  of 
seeing  them. 

We  all  appreciate  color  even  without 
knowing  what  makes  up  the  element  of 
harmony  in  color  design,  but  good  taste 
will  have  to  develop  itself  as  the  demand 
for  more  color  grows.  With  this  growing 
demand,  decorative  schemes  of  too  much 
^ color  (noise)  have  arrived.  Just  like  eat- 

f ing  over-seasoned  food,  we  have  grown  ac- 

i customed  to  accepting  these  inferior  noisy 

♦Theatre  Decorating  Specialist,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


decorative  schemes,  wherein  all  fine  har- 
mony has  been  destroyed.  The  conse- 
quence of  poor  taste  has  always  been  the 
over-playing  of  the  wrong  element;  good 
taste  will  have  to  make  the  adjustment 
in  the  creation  of  harmony  and  beauty. 

Skillful  Application 

Color  is  real  and  lives,  and  it  is  always 
around  us.  It  has  become  a vital  part  of 
our  modern  industry.  Men  trained  in  the 
knowledge  of  its  laws  and  perception  be- 
come more  and  more  necessary  today. 
Color  originates  in  light  waves  of  varying 
length  and  must  have  vibrancy  to  be  seen. 
Combined  with  other  color  notes,  it  re- 
sults in  making  a pleasing  or  unpleasing 
color  rhythm.  Color  carries  these  rhyth- 
mic vibrations  of  light  as  music  through 
sound  waves,  and  has  its  scales  of  value, 
its  full  and  half  tones  of  color  harmony. 

The  scientific  interpretation  of  color  re- 
quires an  individual  having  a cultivated 
aesthetic  sense  to  see  color  and  use  it 
wisely.  When  designing  color  schemes  for 
theatres,  it  should  be  kept  in  mind,  that 
certain  people  are  deaf  to  color.  Which 
means  the  color  schemes  in  such  a case 
must  speak  loudly  enough  to  be  under- 
stood; that  these  color  combinations  have 
to  be  keyed  up  by  using  bright  dominant 
colors,  even  if  in  some  cases  a softer  color 
combination  might  seem  to  be  more  har- 
monious or  appropriate. 

There  is  a definite  psychology  of  color 
which  requires  careful,  logical  handling 
under  different  conditions.  A well-con- 
sidered color  plan  can  rebuild  the  aspect 
of  a project  to  such  an  extent  that  with- 
out architectural  changes,  we  may  secure 
an  entirely  new  and  harmonious  atmos- 
phere. Without  any  confusion,  a change 
of  scene  can  be  brought  about  to  revive 
new  interest  and  new  vision  by  rebuilding 
with  color  a plan  of  new  and  unusual 
combinations. 

Renovation  With  Colors 

The  accompanying  illustration  (Plate  I) 
of  an  actual  executed  job  will  portray  the 
idea  as  nearly  as  is  possible  in  a black 
and  white  print. 

This  theatre  auditorium,  classical  in 
architecture,  has  been  changed  through 
the  use  of  color  to  appear  Neo-Pompeiian 
in  effect.  The  ceiling  height,  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  narrowness  of  the  auditor- 


Ornamental  Decorative  Screen 

Then  in  the  lobby  of  this  particular 
theatre,  we  found  ourselves  confronted 
with  two  double  sets  of  doors  which  were 
certainly  not  a welcome  ornament  in  a 
decorative  scheme.  Instead  of  trying  to 
minimize  these  surfaces,  we  made  them 
the  feature  of  the  room  by  decorating 
them  to  appear  (See  Plate  II)  as  a highly 
ornamental  decorative  screen.  The  deco- 
rations are  in  shades  of  French  grey  with 
Vermillion  accents  on  a luminous  ame- 
thyst-blue background.  The  surrounding 
walls  are  painted  in  a sunshine  yellow  tone 
against  light  French  grey  panels  and  ac- 
cents of  orange-coral  in  the  architectural 
features. 

In  following  articles,  we  will  try  to  illus- 
trate the  right  use  of  color  in  the  theatre 
in  stiU  more  detail. 


Plate  I 
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STREAMLINED  AIR  DUCTS  A DECORATIVE  AID 


Anew  type  of  “stream-lined”  duct- 
work for  use  with  air  conditioning 
systems  in  theatres,  and  other  public 
places  where  appearance  is  essential  has 
been  announced  by  E.  T.  Murphy,  vice- 
president  of  Carrier  Corporation,  after  a 
series  of  tests  in  the  field. 

The  new  ductwork,  which  has  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Famous  Barr  Company,  a 
department  store  in  St.  Louis,  and  a series 
of  Montgomery  Ward  stores  in  the  Mid- 
west, has  the  appearance  of  a beam  be- 
cause of  its  entirely  smooth  surface,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Murphy.  This  eliminates 
the  expense  of  furring  the  ductwork  under 
plaster  and  lath. 

Other  features  of  the  “stream-lined” 
ducts  are  the  tightness  of  seams,  the 
smaller  amount  of  space  they  occupy — 


Modern  Glass  Blocks 

Offer  Many  Advantages 

Both  the  functional  and  decorative 
properties  of  glass  block  have  been  used 
to  advantage  in  interesting  and  arresting 
applications  in  modern  theatres.  During 
daylight,  a theatre  treated  with  glass  block 
at  the  front  or  elsewhere  is  lighter  and 
more  airy  in  atmosphere,  radiating  clean- 
liness and  sparkle.  At  night,  colored 
floodlighting  can  turn  the  theatre  into  a 
compelling  advertisement,  giving  the  glass 
block  either  a soft  satin-like  glow  or  mak- 
ing it  an  exciting  riot  of  color. 

Because  they  admit  light,  reduce  sound 
transmission  and  retard  heat  flow,  glass 
blocks  are  also  ideally  suitable  for  the  con- 
struction of  interior  partitions.  Their 
decorative  qualities  make  them  equally 
adaptable  for  partitions  or  for  dividing 
spaces  without  the  loss  of  light.  And  be- 
cause of  their  high  sanitary  property  and 
lack  of  porosity,  glass  blocks  also  meet 
the  requirements  of  rest-room  and  wash- 
room uses. 


resulting  in  more  headroom,  the  ease  of 
decoration  to  blend  with  the  decorating 
scheme  of  the  room,  and  the  ease  with 
which  they  may  be  fitted  into  architectural 
plans.  With  the  close  fitting  seams  the 
duct  is  effectively  sealed  to  be  air  tight. 
The  elimination  of  leaks  permits  the  in- 
stalled capacity  of  air  handling  equipment 
to  be  reduced,  with  consequent  savings. 

All  seams  are  held  together  by  flathead 
screws,  the  holes  through  all  seams  being 
drilled  and  on  the  outside  duct  surface 


counter  sunk  to  permit  a flat  finish  after 
sheet  metal  screws  are  in  place.  There 
are  no  outside  seams  or  hangers.  The 
latter,  if  needed,  are  inside  the  ducts. 
Seams  are  then  filled  with  a cement 
or  putty  compound  which  will  adhere  to 
the  metal.  As  the  inside  seams  are  flat- 
tened to  assure  smooth  inside  duct  sur- 
faces, the  duct  resistance  is  not  increased 
a measurable  amount.  This  procedure 
requires  a higher  degree  of  care  in  the 
construction  of  the  ducts. 


Better  Projection  is  one  of  the  finest  ad- 
vertising aids  for  a theatre.  Better  Pro- 
jection will  make  patrons  return  again 
and  again  for  their  moving  picture  enter- 
tainment in  the  house  that  has  it. 


The  Colony  Theatre  at  Shaker  Square^  Shaker  Heights,  Ohio^  plays  a vital  part  in  Christmas  community  lif^hting. 


Advisory  Service 

Since  modern  theatre  decorating  is 
a specialized  art  requiring  counsel, 
creative  talent  and  planning  ability 
which  are  not  usually  available  at  all 
points  of  the  country,  Mr.  Teichert 
has  agreed  to  serve  our  readers  in  an 
advisory  capacity.  He  will  be  glad  to 
correspond  with  any  of  our  readers 
who  may  wish  information  and  advice 
on  decorating  procedure.  All  such  in- 
quiries will  be  given  prompt  attention. 
Address  your  inquiry  to  The  Modern 
Theatre,  332  S.  Michigan  Avenue, 
Chicago,  III.  It  will  be  immediately 
referred  to  Mr.  TeicheH  for  analysis 
and  advice,  without  obligation. 


CHRISTMAS  decoration  in  lights  not  only 
brings  more  patrons  to  the  box  office, 
cash  in  hand  ...  it  expresses  your  seasonal 
greetings  of  goodwill  . . . and  shows  you  to  be 
the  community  leader  in  showmanship. 

The  Colony  Theatre  (shown  above),  offers  a 
good  example  of  effective  holiday  lighting. 
Over  the  marquee  is  a Christmas  tree  of  ex- 
panded metal  lath,  with  a border  of  10-watt 
green  (S-11)  G-E  MAZDA  lamps  on  close 
centers.  The  tree  is  also  lighted  from  behind 
by  1 50-watt  Projector  Flood  lamps  with  green 
glass  snap-on  covers.  Two  Santa  Claus  cut- 
outs are  each  lighted  from  the  roof  of  the  mar- 
quee with  two  Projector  lamps,  one  white  and 
one  red. 

The  theatre  itself  is  framed  by  tall  candles  on 
two  adjacent  buildings  with  Sign  Lamps 


(A- 19).  The  candle  lamps  are  white,  set  off  by 
crinkled  aluminum  foil.  Rays  from  the  “flames” 
are  amber-orange  lamps. 

A theatre  is  a vital  part  of  a community  center, 
and  often  it  is  possible  to  get  stores  on  either 
side  to  tie  in  with  harmonizing  lighting  ef- 
fects. Express  the  spirit  of  the  season  with 
colorful  lighting  displays. 

Send  for  illustrated  commercial  folder  on 
Christmas  lighting.  Write  General  Electric 
Co.,  Dept.  BO-K,  Nela  Park,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

G-£  MAZDA  LAMPS 

GENERAL  @ ELECTRIC 

Made  to  stay  brighter  longer 


Projector  Lamp,  150  C-9  “Outdoor” 
S'll.  6 or  10  watts.  S'14.  Choice  of  col-  A-19.  Sign  Lamps  in  watts.  Hard  glass,  Christmas  tree  lamps, 
In  several  colors.  ors.  6 or  10  watts.  striking  colors,  flood  or  spot  lighting,  for  multiple  strings. 

25  watts.  indoors  or  out. 
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As  an  aid  to  advertising  and  populariz-  ’ 
ing  a theatre,  we  cannot  overstress  the  im-  I 
portance  of  these  small  ante-rooms.  How-  j 
ever,  because  of  their  intimacy,  they  must  j 
be  allowed  to  speak  entirely  for  them- 
selves. A theatre  simply  doesn’t  advertise 
the  merits  of  its  rest  rooms  on  its  marquee. 
Although  we  have  noted  of  late  a pre- 
dominance of  “comfort  station”  advertis- 
ing being  done  by  large  gasoline  and  oil 
companies,  with  emphasis  on  cleanliness. 
Evidently  they  think  the  subject  highly 
important. 

With  this  thought  in  mind,  we  mustn’t 
overlook  the  fact  that  our  enlightened 
public  is  going  to  attach  even  more  signifi- 
cance to  comfort  provisions  in  their  places 
of  entertainment  if  even  the  commonplace 
roadside  filling  station  kowtows  to  them  in 
this  respect.  And  these  filling  station  boys 
are  doing  a good  job  of  it,  too.  Many  of 
their  rest  rooms  would  put  quite  a few 
theatre  toilets  to  shame  both  in  respect  to 
cleanliness,  equipment  and  inviting  ap- 
pearance. 

A Must  Requirement 

Modernization  of  theatre  rest  rooms  is  a 
subject  which  should  not  be  pushed  into 
the  background.  If  a theatre  is  being  re- 
modeled generally  or  if  redecoration  is 
taking  place,  these  important  parts  deserve 
attention  in  just  as  great  measure  as  any 
other.  Our  many  modernization  plans 
might  well  be  based  or  originated  on  the 
need  of  rest  room  expansion  and  refurbish- 
ing. 

A rest  room  modernization  program 
could  properly  start  with  the  appearance 
of  the  room  itself.  Are  the  walls  and  floor 
.surfaces  easily  cleanable  and  does  cleaning 
make  them  shining  and  spotless  in  appear- 
ance? Many  surfacing  materials  for  these 
areas  are  designed  specifically  to  provide  a 
gleaming  and  inviting  appearance  when 
properly  maintained,  and  they  not  only  are 
more  easily  maintained  but  their  length  of 
life  and  good  looks  are  infinitely  greater 
than  those  of  antiquated  wall  and  floor 
surfaces. 

Of  even  greater  importance  are  the 
plumbing  fixtures  themselves,  the  toilets, 
lavatories  and  the  mechanical  devices 
which  make  them  work  well.  It  is  a well- 
known  fact  that  this  type  of  equipment  is 
being  improved  with  the  years  and  that 
the  plumbing  fixtures  which  were  installed 
in  a property  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago 
cannot  be  expected  to  last  indefinitely, 
particularly  in  a public  place. 

New  plumbing  fixtures  have  many  ad- 
vantages over  old.  not  the  least  of  which 
is  better  appearance.  Besides  better  style 
and  beauty  of  design,  stainproof  materials 
used  in  their  construction  is  an  important 
factor.  Color  also  is  available,  with  which 


EMPHASIZING  THE  ESSENTIAL  PHASES  OF 
HOUSE  HYGIENE  IN  THEATRE  MAINTENANCE 


Simple  Aids  to  Advertising  in 
Theatre  Ante  Rooms 


ROOMS  in  public  places  excite 
lll^  a surprising  amount  of  word-of- 
mouth  advertising.  Particularly  is 
this  true  of  theatre  rest  rooms.  And  more 
particularly  is  it  the  case  in  this  day  and 
age  when  the  public  is  enlightened  on 
health  and  hygiene  subjects.  The  major- 
ity simply  will  not  condone  anything  but 
the  most  immaculate  cleanliness  at  least 
in  the  provision  for  their  comfort  in  this 
respect. 

People  notice  and  talk  about  theatre 
rest  rooms.  They  may  not  shout  their 
findings  nor  complain  vehemently  to  the 
theatre  management  if  they  are  not  en- 
tirely pleased  with  provisions.  But  it  is  the 
whisper  which  is  important  in  this  regard. 
That  whispering  campaign  can  either  be 
cheerful  to  the  ears  of  a theatre  owner — 
or  it  can  be  highly  damaging  to  his  busi- 
ne.ss. 


A Potent  Selling  Point 

Cleanliness  in  a theatre  rest  room  is  one 
of  the  house’s  best  advertisements.  Cleanli- 
ness alone  will  cover  a multitude  of  sins. 
Even  though  the  room  may  not  be  up  to 
standard  in  other  respects,  if  it  is  kept  as 
spotlessly  clean  as  possible  that  will  be 
one  factor  which  cannot  be  overlooked  by 
the  patrons.  Hence,  cleanliness  must  be 
the  very  foundation  upon  which  this  im- 
portant part  of  a theatre  is  based. 

Obviously,  however,  cleanliness  may  not 
be  easily  maintained  if  mechanical  equip- 
ment and  furnishings  in  the  rest  room  are 
worn-out  and  poor  in  appearance.  It 
must  always  be  remembered  that  patrons 
will  make  comparisons  of  public  rest 
rooms  with  what  they  are  used  to  in  their 
homes,  and  it  is  always  better  to  give  them 
a bit  more  than  they  expect  than  to  fall 
below  in  either  cleanliness  or  appearance. 


These  two  vietvs 
are  typical  of  the 
modern  trend  in 
theatre  wash  rooms, 
both  large  and 
small.  Attention  is 
called  to  the  elec- 
tric hand  driers 
(semi  - recessed  > 
conveniently  locat- 
ed on  the  walls. 
Many  other  import- 
a n t c I e a n I i- 
ness  characteristics 
are  also  to  be  noted 
in  both  views. 
(Photos  courtesy 
The  Chicago  Hard- 
unre  Foundry  Co.) 
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• to  add  new  charm.  Easier  cleanability  has 
been  achieved  by  rounded  corners  and 
covered  metal  attaching  devices.  The 
chrome-plating  of  other  exposed  metal  in 
faucets  and  handles  is  yet  another  aid  to 
maintenance  and  beauty. 

In  connection  with  plumbing  fixtures,  it 
might  be  well  to  consider  one  of  the  smart 
accessories  for  rest  rooms — one  with  novel- 
ty appeal  because  of  its  relative  newness 
and  with  the  added  feature  of  economy  to 
interest  its  owner.  This  is  the  electric 
hand-drier,  a nice-looking  piece  of  equip- 
ment that  matches  the  plumbing  fixtures 
and  which  may  be  installed  either  in  the 
wall  or  on  its  own  base.  It  banishes  the 
muss  of  towel  usage  and  is  said  to  per- 
form its  service  more  practically  and  at 
less  cost  than  the  provision  of  either  fab- 
ric or  paper  towels. 

An  Impressive  Device 

Patrons  who  use  an  electric  hand-drier 
are  impressed  with  its  efficiency  and  the 
hygienic  phase  of  its  operation.  The  way 
in  which  moisture  is  removed  from  the 
hands  by  warmed  air  is  particularly 
pleasant  and  the  absence  of  mussiness 
caused  by  discarded  towels  impresses  them 
also.  Here  indeed  is  a modern  piece  of 
equipment  and  one  which  will  be  talked 
about — a real  advertising  aid.  And  most 
important  too,  there  is  said  to  be  a saving 
of  about  80  per  cent  in  the  cost  of  electric 
hand  drying  over  the  customary  towel 
systems. 

Other  things  to  be  considered  in  rest 
room  modernization  are  the  lighting,  mir- 
rors and  ventilation  facilities.  Lighting 
here  should  be  bright  but  not  necessarily 
glaring,  since  the  reflective  qualities  of 
certain  wall  covering  materials  and  wide 
expanses  of  mirror  usually  will  magnify 
the  light  provided.  Indirect  fixtures  are 
most  adaptable  to  this  purpose,  since  no 
light  should  be  permitted  to  shine  directly 
into  the  mirrors  for  best  use. 

As  to  ventilation  for  the  ante-rooms,  this 
factor  is  second  only  to  cleanliness  since 
nothing  can  be  more  disagreeable  than 
stale  or  foul  air  in  this  part  of  a theatre. 
Not  only  is  it  highly  unsanitary,  but  it  will 
do  more  to  alienate  patronage  than  any 
condition  in  the  theatre.  The  customers 
will  be  almost  certain  to  carry  away  with 
them  an  impression  that  the  entire  house 
is  unwholesome  if  they  note  even  a hint  of 
bad  air  in  this  part  of  a theatre. 

In  theatres  which  are  completely  air 
conditioned  from  stem  to  stern  this  prob- 
lem is  most  generally  amply  taken  care  of 
in  the  ventilating  system.  However,  cer- 
tain accessory  devices  for  exhausting  or 
purifying  stale  air  might  also  be  applic- 
able here.  For  houses  whose  ventilating 
systems  do  not  serve  all  portions,  these  de- 
vices are  invaluable.  And  it  is  well  to  re- 
member that  clean  wholesome  air  is  a 
maior  part  of  theatre  hygiene  no  matter 
how  carefully  house  maintenance  may  be 
practiced  in  other  respects. 

Modernization  of  theatre  rest  rooms  will 
bring  to  light  a great  number  of  things 
which  the  public  talks  about — if  only  in 
whispers.  Make  their  whispering  cam- 
paign a part  of  the  theatre’s  promotional 
advertising.  If  people  say  nice  things 
about  the  cleanliness  and  wholesomeness 
of  a theatre’s  rest  rooms,  it  is  certain  that 
their  listeners  will  investigate  also.  Hence, 
there’s  a great  deal  of  advertising  aid  in 
a theatre  rest  room — if  it’s  above  re- 
proach. 


is  precisely  what  a Super 
Specialized  Theatre  Cleaner 
does  to  your  house  mainten- 
ance costs.  Well  do  you  know 
how  finest  pictures  and  most 
delicate  music,  plus  always  a 
house  kept  attractive  because 
it  is  truly  clean  — how  that 
combination  boosts  admis- 
sions. Your  platter  is  full  of 
cut  costs  and  boosted  admis- 
sions. Both,  and  more  too,  by 
one  Super  which  REALLY 
DOES  HAND  YOU  THE 
MONEY.  Ask  your  dealer  or 
us  for  a free  trial  of  this 
cleoner,  designed  and  built 
for  your  particular  job. 


Handing  You  Money 

on  a 
Silver 
Platter 

Reaches  10,  20  feet  up  plus 
operator's  height.  Super 
Screen  Brush,  long  goat  hair, 
renews  the  screen,  clears 
sound  holes,  lengthens  screen 
life.  Finest  pictures,  most 
delicate  music.  Cleans  drapes, 
ornamental  pieces,  all  high- 
up  things  IN  PLACE.  Floor  tool 
gets  every  bit  of  litter,  dou- 
bles lives  of  carpets.  Cleans 
upholstered  furniture,  Vene- 
tian blinds.  Your  lamp  house, 
every  thing  and  eyery  place 
easily,  quickly  thoroughly. 
THOUSANDS  OF  CRITICAL 
THEATRE  OWNERS  ARE  AL- 
READY MAKING  MONEY 
WITH  SUPERS.  So  will  you, 
no  one  can  stop  the  platter. 


THE  NATIONAL  SUPER  SERVICE  CO. 


Next  Issue,  Dec.  7 


ALWAYS  A FEATURE 


ISTERILSEAT,  the 

V*  SELF-SANITIZING  TOILET  SEAT, 
■*  san'  will  be  a permanent  box  office  attrac- 
tion for  your  theatre.  Patrons  appreciate  this  health 
service  and  will  pass  the  word  on  to  others. 

The  glistening  white  "Church”  seat  of  this 
smart,  modern  unit  is  automatically  subjected  to 
germ-killing  ultra-violet  rays  of  a Westinghouse 
Sterilamp  after  each  using.  EasOy  installed  on  your 
present  (or  new)  equip- 


ment, STERILSEAT  is 
economical  to  operate, 
costing  only  a fraction 
of  a cent  per  day  for 
current.  Many  leading 
theatres  are  capitalizing  on  STERILSEATS  and  report  they 
are  real  business  builders.  Write  today  for  complete 
information  to  Dept.  T. 

Seat  down,  showing  Sterilamp  reflectors  ^ 

STERILSEAT 

CORPORATION 

101  PARK  AVE.,  NEW  YORK  CITY 
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THEATRE  ILLUMINATION  FOR  ADVERTISING 
DISPLAY,  ATMOSPHERE  AND  BETTER  VISION 


Boost  Holiday  Business  With 
Yuletide  Lighting  Effects 


By  C.  M.  Cutler* 


This  year  many 
business  com- 
munities are  al- 
ready active  in  plan- 
ning their  holiday  dis- 
plays. Decorating  with 
light  during  the 
Christmas  season  has 
come  to  be  accepted 
as  traditional.  It  is 
something  the  buying 
public  now  expects 
and  looks  forward  to 
each  year  and  what  has  been  found  as 
excellent  practice  for  the  merchant  holds 
for  the  theatre  manager  too. 

In  some  cities,  there  is  considerable 
competition  between  various  business  dis- 
tricts to  attract  holiday  trade.  The  com- 
munity having  a bright  and  colorful  sea- 
sonal dress  is  likely  to  be  most  success- 
ful. The  theatre  can  be  a leader  in  set- 
ting the  example  to  be  followed  by  the 
stores  in  the  same  locality,  thereby  cash- 
ing in  on  some  of  the  extra  circulation  at- 
tracted to  the  district. 

In  business  localities  which  are  deco- 
rated every  season,  the  theatre  usually 
needs  to  direct  attention  to  its  front  in 
order  to  compete  with  the  merchandising 
establishments  to  assure  its  share  of  busi- 
ness. A gaily  bedecked  front  advertises  to 
theatre-goers  that  particular  attention  is 
given  to  the  holiday  presentation-program. 
The  front  is  not  the  only  part  that  may 


*Nela  Park  Engineering  Dept..  General  Electric 
Company. 


be  considered.  There  are  excellent  op- 
portunities for  creating  impressive  displays 
in  the  lobby.  Such  displays  cause  com- 
ment, thus  creating  the  desire  in  others 
to  see  them  and  result  in  the  sale  of  ad- 
missions. Carefully  designed  and  execut- 
ed displays  build  an  impression  of  distinc- 
tion which  can  influence  the  year  around 
business  of  the  theatre. 

There  are  unlimited  opportunities  for 
expressing  imagination  and  ingenuity  in 
(Continued  on  following  page) 

The  Colony  Theatre  at  Shaker  Square, 
Cleveland.  This  effective  display  was 
achieved  very  simply  by  the  use  of  in- 
expensive, easy-to-get  materials.  The 
tree  is  made  of  expanded  metal  (similar 
to  metal  lath),  mounted  on  a frame  of 
heavy  wire,  outlined  with  standard 
Christmas  tree  lights  and  floodlighted 
from  the  rear  by  150-watt  Mazda  pro- 
jector flood  lamps  with  colored  lenses. 
The  expanded  metal  lath  should  be 
mounted  so  the  individual  vanes  point 
down  toward  the  lamps.  The  Santas 
were  cut  from  plywood,  painted,  and 
lighted  by  a single  150-watt  projector 
flood  lamp.  The  candles  on  the  adjoin- 
ing stores  are  made  by  placing  crinkled 
aluminum  foil  behind  standard  strings 
of  outdoor  tree  lamps  and  the  rays  were 
tree  lamp  strings  mounted  on  strips  of 
wood. 


SOME  SUGGESTIONS 

(Note  illustrations  at  right 
— rea<ling  downwards) 

This  idea  made  a big  hit  in  a recent 
display  and  was  accomplished  with 
relatively  little  effort.  It  offers  possi- 
bilities for  example  as  a lobby  type  of 
display.  One  half  of  a cast  plaster  tree 
was  mounted  on  a circular  background 
of  plywood  painted  blue.  Five  150-watt 
Mazda  projector  flood  lamps  equipped 
with  color  glasses  were  mounted  at  the 
edge  of  the  background  and  adjusted 
to  form  the  star  pattern  as  well  as  il- 
luminate the  tree.  Ten-watt  lamps  were 
placed  around  the  base  of  the  tree.  The 
crinkled  aluminum  foil  stars  lighted  by 
50-watt  sign  lamps  at  the  center  com- 
pleted the  display. 


This  20-foot  Christmas  tree  was 
trimmed  with  450  10-watt  S-11  blue 
lamps  in  standard  strings  as  a back- 
ground color.  The  candles  were  made 
from  12-inch  Lumiline  lamps  topped  by 
a small  clear  lamp  for  a flame.  One 
hundred  fifty-watt  Mazda  projector 
spot  lamps  served  as  ornaments  and 
created  brightly -colored  highlights  on 
the  tree  itself.  Such  a tree  would  have 
great  attraction  value  if  placed  on  the 
marquee  or  in  the  lobby. 


Figures  similar  to  these  are  adaptable 
to  mounting  on  top  of  the  theatre  mar- 
quee and  are  fashioned  from  clear  Cel- 
O-Glass  cut  to  shape  and  sewn  over  a 
welded  wire  frame.  The  frame  can  be 
easily  constructed  by  any  company 
equipped  to  make  wire  drying  racks, 
wire  refrigerator  trays,  etc.  The  figures 
were  lighted  from  within  by  strings  of 
15  to  100-watt  lamps  and  color  was 
added  by  spraying  colored  lacquers  over 
an  underlay  of  white. 


EDNA  MAY  OLIVER  - NURSE  EDITH  CAVELL 
. OEORCE  SANDERS  - lASU  PITTS  ^ HAY  ROBSON 
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Boost  Holiday  Business 
With  Yuletide  Lighting 
Effects 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


arrangement  and  color.  Effective  displays 
can  be  made  of  inexpensive  materials 
which  are  easily  obtainable.  Standard 
wired  materials  and  lamps  lend  them- 
selves to  many  different  combinations  to 
give  new  concepts  and  arrangements. 
Many  useful  materials  enable  creation  of 
modest  or  elaborate  displays,  some  of  them 
are  composition  board,  metal  foils  and 
sheets,  translucent  fabrics,  plastic  sheets 
and  shapes,  natural  and  artificial  floral 
materials,  cellophane,  150-watt  Mazda 
hard-glass  projector  floods  and  spots. 
Most  of  the  more  permanent  materials  can 
be  used  for  several  years  and  also  may  be 
used  in  other  displays  throughout  the  year. 
Some  ideas  are  illustrated  in  the  photo- 
graphs on  these  pages. 

Effective  displays  require  time  for  plan- 
ning and  building  so  now  is  the  time  to 
start  the  display  for  your  theatre  so  as  to 
have  it  ready  for  installation  early  in  De- 
cember. 


NEWEST  Type  Control 
Simplified — Efficient  | 


This  Floaiing  Curtain 
Control  is  a simplified, 
efficient  unit  priced 
within  the  budget  of  all. 


This  Vallen  Control  No.  15 
has  a silent  gear  reduction 
unit.  The  curtain  and  tim- 
ing device  positively  synchronize.  Internal 
control  switch  assures  positive  control  of  cur- 
tains. These  features  and  others  are  described 
in  our  literature.  Write  today  for  further  in- 
formation and  low  prices. 


VALLEN,  INC.,  Akron,  Ohio| 


The  general  public  doesn’t  understand 
much  about  the  intricacies  of  a projection 
machine  or  a screen.  But,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  its  collective  eye  does.  Watch  if 
your  patrons  come  out  rubbing  their  eyes. 


The  show-going  public  today  expects  to 
see  its  motion  picture  fare  amidst  com- 
fortable surroundings.  This  is  a privilege 
to  which  it  is  entitled.  If  your  theatre 
does  not  provide  it,  someone  else’s  will. 


(The  modernized  Monroe  Theatre  washroom,  Chicago) 

SANI-DRI  “More  (*)  Than  a Drying  Service” 

★ A constantly  dependable  drying  service. 

★ More  sanitary. 

★ Automatically  keeps  washrooms  cleaner. 

★ Reduces  maintenance  and  drying  service  costs. 

* Eliminates  towel-litter  from  the 

washroom  — a dangerous  fire-hazard 

Illustrated  literature  will  he  sent  upon  request. 

THE  CHICAGO  HARDWARE  FOUNDRY  CO. 

SANI-DRI  DIVISION  1140  BOX  STREET  NORTH  CHICAGO,  ILL. 
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•I  r DUNLOPILLO  SEAT 
I 0 TOPPING— A foamed  la- 
tex topping  for  use  over  springs 
— eliminating  all  padding  and 
stuffing — in  new  seats  or  to  re- 
place worn-out  or  packed - 
down  pads  in  existing  seats. 
This  smooth,  soft  unit  sheds 
wear,  takes  punishment  with- 


out a change  in  appearance, 
feel  or  effectiveness.  The  pro- 
truding lip,  to  be  noted  in  the 
picture,  is  pulled  down  during 
the  upholstering  process  to 
form  a soft  front  edge  for  ex- 
tra comfort,  and  adds  extra 
life  to  the  covering  material. 


■j  <5  KOMB  - KLEANED 
■ w SWEEPER  — The  Co-ed 
model  shown  has  the  combed- 
brush  feature  and  patented 
automatic  self-cleaning  combs 


featured  by  its  manufacturer. 
It  is  modern  in  appearance 
with  a metal  case  over  ply  wo- d 
ends;  platinum  grey  polychro- 
matic with  silver  trim  and  Ver- 
million striping.  This  model 
has  entirely  enclosed  ends  and 
positive  brush  adjustment  for 
thick  and  thin  rugs.  It  is  low 
in  price  and  a most  adaptable 
cleaning  item  for  use  about  the 
theatre. 


nRECT-O-LITE  TYPE 
60M — For  Suprex  arcs, 
delivers  30  to  60  amperes  at 
31-40  D.  C.  volts,  or  for  Low 
Intensity  arc,  delivers  30  to  40 
amperes  at  50-55  D.  C.  volts. 


This  type  rectifier  has  large 
over-size  transformers  and  re- 
quires four  bulbs.  It  is  cool  in 
operation  and  will  give  years 
of  reliable  service  even  if  used 
at  its  rated  60  amperes.  It  has 
terminals  to  regulate  the  arc 
current  and  voltage  and  it 
helps  project  a clear,  bright 
picture  on  the  screen. 


■I  Q GOTHIC  FIXTURES— A 
I 0 line  of  Gothic  design 
lighting  globes,  especially  suit- 
able for  use  in  theatre  lobbies 
and  auditoriums.  Manufac- 


tured  for  use  with  any  stand- 
ard Gothic  type  fixtures,  the 
globes  feature  the  Gothic  arch 
as  an  inherent  part  of  their 
design.  They  are  available  in 
a special  cased  white  glass, 
plain  ivory,  or  decorated  with 
stained-glass  effect  finish  on 
the  panels.  The  complete  line 
comprises  six  different  units, 
including  large  globes  for 
auditoriums,  smaller  units  for 
lobbies,  and  foyers,  and  wall 
type  globes. 


i A SIGNO-MARKER  — The 
* w modern  way  to  place 
standard  change-over  marks  on 
trailers,  on  non-standard 


MORE  DETAILED  INFORMATION 

on  any  or  all  items  mentioned  on  this  page  may  be  secured  by  addressing  a postal  card 

to  The  MODERN  THEATRE  INFORMATION  BUREAU.  332  S.  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago, 
Illinois.  Specify  the  items  in  ■which  you  are  interested  by  using  the  initial  number  at  the 
beginning  of  each  paragraph. 

NOTICE:  This  page  will  appear  frequently  in  The  MODERN  THEATRE  section  and  as 
often  as  there  are  new  product  developments  to  report.  Watch  for  it. 


prints,  where  marks  have  been 
cut  out  or  on  hard-to-see 
standard  marks.  The  template 
is  cast  of  best  grade  aluminum, 
light  and  easy  to  handle.  There 
are  no  moving  parts  and  the 
device  is  rigidly  constructed  to 
perform  efficient,  dependable 
service.  Two  counter-s  u n k 
screw  holes  permit  fastening 
to  rewind  table.  The  scriber 
is  of  hardened  tool  steel  and  is 
easy  to  hold. 


AAPLASTIC  LUMINAIRE— A 
“Wnew  semi-indirect  unit 
suited  for  general  illumination. 
The  type  PL-500  available  in 
300-500  watt  size  only.  Has  a 
drawn  brass  canopy  supported 
by  a knurled  ring  on  a swivel 


hickey.  Stem  one-piece  seam- 
less brass  tubing.  One-piece 
porcelain  socket  has  all  metal 
parts  nickel-plated  except  the 
polarized  brass  terminal.  A 
drawn  brass  husk  encloses  the 
socket.  All  hanger  parts  are 
finished  in  “satin  chrome.” 
Basin  is  translucent  colorless 
ureaformaldehyde  molded  plas- 
tic with  coloring  pigment  to 
bring  out  a soft  pleasing  ivory 
shade.  Light  cut-off  is  vari- 
able, basin  supports  having  two 
positions,  either  one  of  which 
may  be  used.  Basin  is  so  lo- 
cated that  temperature  rise 
does  not  exceed  safe  limits. 
Accessories  include  canopy 
switch,  shield  ring  and  if  re- 
quired, “three-lite”  sockets  are 
available. 
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Another  Smart  Example  of 
Small-Town  Theatre 
Planning 

(Continued  from  page  57) 


the  brilliance  of  fluorescent  treatment 
thereon. 

The  roof  construction  is  of  poured  gyp- 
sum on  steel  trusses,  with  putty  coat  plas- 
ter finish  inside.  The  roof  over  the  front 
part  of  the  building,  which  is  directly 
above  the  lobby  and  foyer,  the  projection 
room,  manager’s  office,  “Toddle’  room, 
powder  room  and  generator  room,  is  of 
the  same  construction  as  the  floors 
throughout  the  building — precast  concrete 
joists  and  concrete  slab. 

Advertising  Technique 

In  beauty  of  appearance  and  modernity, 
the  State  Theatre  is  just  as  effective  on 
the  exterior  as  within  the  house.  Its  fa- 
cade is  of  a gleaming  and  colorful  facing 
material  and  an  illuminated  glass  block 
tower  serves  to  heighten  its  attraction.  A 
wedge-shaped  marquee  and  other  modern 
display  accessories  make  this  a theatre 
which  serves  as  its  own  advertisement. 

The  lobby  finished  in  wood  veneer  and 
with  functional  rubber  matting  inset  in 
the  tiled  floor  contains  a modern  boxoffice 
which  is  outstanding  by  reason  of  its  il- 
luminated glass  block  base  treatment.  The 
foyer,  located  just  behind  the  lobby  is 
lavishly  carpeted  and  furnished  with  per- 
iod chairs  and  a rich  hanging. 

Comfortable  seating  in  the  auditorium 
and  scientific  air  conditioning  give  evi- 
dence that  not  one  item  of  patronage  ap- 
peal was  overlooked.  Not  only  did  Mr. 
Loomis  give  his  customers  all  to  be  de- 
sired in  novelty  and  beauty  of  decoration 
within  his  house,  but  his  provisions  for 
their  comfort  and  convenience  were  fore- 
most in  planning  also.  A projection  room 
equipped  with  the  latest  in  sound  and  pro- 
jection machines  and  accessories  is  also  to 
be  found  in  the  new  State  Theatre. 

Edwin  C.  Loomis’  intriguing  and  profit- 
able hobby  is  indeed  the  result  of  plan- 
ning for  and  pleasing  the  public.  And  it 
isn’t  at  all  strange  that  his  patrons  should 
be  so  anxious  to  show  their  appreciation. 
He  has  given  them  something  and  they  in 
return  give  evidence  of  their  gratitude  by 
attending  often  and  even  enticing  friends 
from  neighboring  communities  to  view 
“their”  new  theatre. 


Odor  Absorbers  for  a 

Nuisance  Abatement 

New  self-contained  circulating  units  de- 
signed to  eliminate  odors  in  the  rooms 
where  they  are  placed  and  continuously 
recirculate  odor-free  air  at  room  tempera- 
ture are  now  available.  Neither  distribu- 
tion ducts  nor  admission  of  outside  air  is 
required  for  efficient  operation,  which 
makes  such  units  particularly  adaptable 
to  theatre  rest  room  use. 

Small  and  compact,  suitable  for  port- 
able use  or  simple  attachment  to  wall  or 
ceiling,  the  units  are  a low  cost  positive 
odor  eliminator  for  any  location  where  an 
odorous  condition  exists. 


IRWIN  INTRODUCES  SOMETHING  NEW  IN  SEATING 


WITH  several  revolutionary  develop- 
ments in  design  and  construction, 
a new  chair,  the  Comet,  is  an- 
nounced by  Irwin  Seating  Company.  Hav- 
ing an  entirely  new  “flex-steel”  seat  con- 
struction, it  is  claimed  that  the  radical 
new  principle  will  provide  maximum  com- 
fort and  the  utmost  in  long  service  life. 
An  exclusive  new  spring  unit  is  also  point- 
ed out  as  a factor  in  preserving  the  “new” 
feel  and  appearance  in  the  seats. 

The  type  of  intermediate  standard  is 
also  a novel  feature  and  is  such  that  when 
installed  the  chair  back  and  center  stand- 
ard form  one  continuous  unbroken  steel 
framework.  This,  it  is  claimed,  will  great- 
ly improve  the  appearance  of  any  chair 
installation  when  completed. 


Beauty  of  appearance  is  outstanding  in 
the  front  and  back  views  of  the  Comet 
model  shown  above.  A full  lenvth  steel 
back  panel,  embossed  to  harmonize  with 
aisle  standards,  affords  full  protection  to 
the  seat  cushion  as  well  as  improving  ap- 
pearance. The  bottom  of  the  seat  is  com- 
pletely enclosed  by  a steel  seat  bucket,  the 
sides  of  which  extend  over  all  four  sides 
of  the  seat  to  further  protect  upholstering 
material. 

The  new  model  is  available  in  many  har- 
monizing color  combinations  and  its  new 
method  of  upholstering  eliminates  the  use 
of  all  tacks  and  wood.  As  a matter  of 
fact,  wood  is  used  in  this  chair  only  for 
the  neat  arm-rests — making  it  truly  an  all- 
steel  chair. 


MAKES  THE  MOST  OF  ADVERTISING  OPPORTUNITY 
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A street- far er’s  view  of  the  business-like  front  of  the  new  Tyler  Theatre  in  Tyler, 
Texas,  featuring  the  new  “third  dimension”  silhouette  letters,  neatly  composed  across 
a modified  V-shaped  marquee.  The  Tyler,  designed  by  Architects  Pettigrew  and 
Worley,  will  be  more  particularly  described  in  a later  issue  of  The  Modern  Theatre 
section.  (This  photo  courtesy  Adler  Silhouette  Letter  Co.) 
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NEW  SEAT  CATALOG 
NOW  READY  — WRITE 

Pictures  and  describee 
all  types  Peabody  The- 
atre Seats.  Attractive 
modern  designs.  Comfort- 
able quality  seats  for 
every  theatre  need.  Free 
Catalog  sent  on  request. 

Peabody  Seating  Co. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

for  Bigger  Box  Office  Receipts 


CARRIER  CORPORATION— SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


LOUNGE  FURNITURE 

SPECIALISTS  in  SMART  MODERN  or 
PERIOD  FURNITURE  lor  THEATRE 
LOBBIES  and  LOUNGES. 

DAVIDSON  LTD. 

420  N.  Orleans  St.  Chicago 


Quick,  Eastf  IVat/  fo  Make 

LOBBY  DISPLAYS 


Now,  mB.ke  swell  business  getting 
lobby  displays  Less  time.  Less 
work.  Simply  trace  enlargements 
of  photos,  ads.  etc..  In  natural 
color  with  Postoscope  Projector. 
Anyone  can  do  It. 

Get  full  details,  liberal 
TRIAL  OFFER,  low 
prices  now.  Write 

F.  D.  KEES  MFG.  COMPANY 

l>e|it.  lUit  Beatrire,  Nebraska 


FREE 


HOW  JO  (ooi  and  venlilate  your  ffi«ofre  e(onomkaf!y: 

llllllllllipp-. 

Install  REYNOLDS  BLOWERS 

HHf. 

Quiet  • Vibrationless 

12  tliet.  1.500  to  30.000  (fm.  $22  SO  up.  including  vorioblo 

tp«ed  drive,  belt*  and  motor  pulleyi.  Fofnir  ball  beorings 

tel  in  solid  rubber  pillow  blocks.  Write  for  free  literature. 

llrw.-.. 

REYNOLDS  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

412  Prospect  Ave.,  N.  E.  • Grond  Rapids,  Michigan 

GENERAL  CHAIRS , 

J'/vt  Ij/otldi  fluM 


SOLD  EVERYWHERE 
BY  DEALERS  SQUARE 


$445 


00  BUYS  A COMPLETE. 
MODERN  SOUND  SYSTEM 
SOUNDHEADS  with  the  "GYROFILTER" 

and  All  Film  Travel  on  Rotating-  Surfaces, 
AMI’LIFIKRS  with  Copper  Oxide  Rectified  DC 
Exciter  Supply,  WIDE  RANGE  SPEAKERS. 

THE  BALLANTYNE  COMPANY 

223  NO.  IGTH  ST.  OMAHA,  NEBR. 


yiTinyii 

THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


•■GET  IT  FROM  NATIONAL” 


ADLER  "THIRD  DIMENSION” 
SILHOUETTE  LETTERS  and 
"Remova-Panel”  FRAMES 

H"  to  24"  Interchangeable  — Also  6"  Letters 


ADLER  SILHOUEUE  LETTER  CO. 


2909  S.  Indiana  Ave. 


Chicago 


MODERN  THEATRE  LIGHTING 


It  will  pay  you  to  modernize  now, 
with  new  up  to  the  minute  lighting 
fixtures.  Sidewall,  celling  and  exit 
fixtures  designed  for  beauty  and  soft 
colored  effects.  Special  fixtures  made 
to  order.  Write  for  descriptive  litera- 
ture. 

MODERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

320  Douglas  St.,  N.  W. 

Grand  Rapids Michigan 


IT'S  GOOD  BOX-OFFICE 

to  seat  patronage  on  securely  an- 
chored seats! 

SUPREME  EXPANSION  BOLTS 

should  be  specified  for  new  seating 
and  repairs. 

Offered  by  all  better  theatre  supply 
dealers 

The  Chicago  Expansion  Bolt  Co. 
134  S.  Clinton  St.  Chicago,  111. 


For  a More  Attractive  Theatre 
Use 

KOLOR-FAST  NU-WOOD 

Offering  fade-proof  colors  . . . interesting 
texture  . . . sound  control  . . . insulation 
. . . for  theatre  walls  and  ceilings — all  at 
low  cost.  Investigate! 

WOOD  C’ONVKRSION  COMPANY 
Dept.  134-11  First  National  Dank  Building 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 
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Yes  Sir,  Ole  Man  Low  Is  Dead! 


:’0  • ... 


See  the  difference 
with  the 


Ole  Man  ''Low  Intensity"  passed  out  trying  to  project 
a good  picture  in  an  800-seat  theatre.  Today’s  dense 
films  and  color  pictures  were  just  too  much  for  him. 
They  demanded  twice  as  much  light  as  he  could  project. 

But  no  one  will  mourn  the  passing  of  Ole  Man  Low, 
because  the  fine  new  Simplex  High  Projection  Arc  pro- 
duces modern  snow-white  light —the  kind  your  theatre 
needs  today — for  just  2c  more  per  hour. 

Your  National  Theatre  Supply  Company  representative 
will  show  you  the  Simplex  High  in  your  own  theatre. 
Ask  for  a demonstration  and  see  the  difference. 

Distributed  By 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


"THERB’S  A BRANCH  NEAR  YOU" 


• • • 


Bob  O’Donnell  of  Texas  says 


in  theatre 
equipment,  has  become  a 
DANOER  and  a DETRIMENT 


(^)  II  ality  — tlie  World’s  Standard  for  30  years 
will  he  maintained  under  all  conditions 


SERVICE  ^ 


! . DISTRIBUTED  BY 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY 
COMPANY 


BRANCHES  IN  PRINCIPAL  CITIES 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Mass  Meetings  for  Academy  Board  Will  Vote  on 
Chest  Campaign  Founding  Vocational  School 


With  simultaneous  mass  meetings  in  the 
major  studios,  attended  by  an  estimated 
30,000  employes,  as  the  spark  plug,  the 
annual  Community  Chest  campaign  is  well 
under  way  insofar  as  Hollywood’s  partici- 
pation therein  is  concerned. 

Meetings  were  held  at  noon  November  4 
and  featured  a half-hour  radio  program 
emanating  from  Station  KFWB,  with  Paul 
Yost,  Los  Angeles  campaign  chairman,  and 
Louis  B.  Mayer,  chairman  for  the  indus- 
try, as  the  speakers.  Following  the  air- 
show,  “Andy  Hardy’s  Dilemma,”  a one- 
reeler  produced  by  M-G-M  and  starring 
Mickey  Rooney  and  Lewis  Stone,  was 
shown  in  each  studio.  It  is  to  be  offered 
exhibitors  throughout  the  territory  as  a 
plea  for  funds. 

Employes  on  each  lot  were  addressed  by 
film  notables — Mary  Pickford  at  M-G-M; 
Greer  Garson  and  Jane  Darwell  at  20th 
Century-Fox;  Mary  Martin  at  Paramount; 
Irene  Rich  at  Universal;  Donald  Crisp  at 
Republic;  Marjorie  Rambeau  at  Colum- 
bia; Edward  Arnold  at  RKO  Radio,  and 
Harry  Warner  at  Warner  Brothers.  Col- 
lection procedure  for  the  drive  was  out- 
lined by  Mayer’s  lieutenants  at  each  meet- 
ing, the  aides-de-camp  including  William 
Koenig,  20th  Century-Fox;  W.  K.  Craig, 
M-G-M;  Henry  Ginsberg,  Paramount;  B. 
B.  Kahane,  Columbia;  George  Bagnall, 
General  Service;  A.  H.  McCausland,  Uni- 
versal; Reeves  Espy,  Samuel  Goldwyn;  E. 
H.  Goldstein,  Republic;  Lou  Lifton,  Mono- 
gram; Frank  Seltzer,  Hal  Roach;  T. 
Thornton,  Edward  Small,  and  Barney  Bris- 
kin,  Sol  Lesser. 

Through  its  president,  Bert  Allenberg, 
the  Artists  Managers  Guild,  comprising 
some  50  talent  agents  representing  virtu- 
ally every  actor,  writer  and  director  in  the 
industry,  has  pledged  its  aid  to  the  film 
colony’s  Chest  committee. 

Meantime  a slight  change  in  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Relief  Fund’s  executive  setup 
is  in  prospect.  James  Roosevelt,  who  has 
been  one  of  the  MPRF’s  directors,  turned 
in  his  resignation  because,  as  he  ex- 
plained, his  duties  in  active  service  with 
the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  Reserve  will  pre- 
clude his  devoting  sufficient  time  to  the 
Fund.  No  replacement  has  been  named. 


Add  an  "East  Side  Kids" 

Added  to  Monogram’s  1940-41  releasing 
program  is  another  “East  Side  Kids”  ve- 
hicle to  be  produced  by  Sam  Katzman.  It 
will  go  into  work  shortly  under  the  title, 
“Home  Sweet  Home.” 


To  be  voted  upon  at  a meeting  of  the 
board  of  governors  November  15  is  a plan 
proposed  by  the  Academy  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Arts  and  Sciences  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a motion  picture  vocational  ad- 
vancement evening  school,  embracing 
some  19  courses,  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing industry  workers,  apprentices  and  as- 
sistants such  training  as  is  necessary  to 
qualify  them  for  advancement  in  their 
respective  professions  or  trades. 

The  school  would  be  open  to  regular 
studio  employes  and  those  “on  call”  work- 
ers regularly  identified  with  the  industry. 
Those  enrolling  would  pay  a tuition  fee 
amounting  to  one-third  of  the  cost  of  in- 
struction; the  balance  to  be  split  among 
the  studios  and  the  Academy.  Experts 


Academy  Museum — 

Here  is  the  proposed  arrangement  for 
the  Museum  of  Motion  Picture  Arts 
and  Scierices,  establishment  of  which 
will  be  considered  by  the  board  of  gov- 
ernors of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Arts  and  Sciences  at  a meeting 
called  for  November  14.  Plans  were 
drafted  in  the  east  by  Walter  Wan- 
ger,  Academy  president,  and  Donald 
Gledhill,  secretary,  in  conferences  with 
Modern  Art  Museum  of  New  York  ex- 
ecutives. 


in  various  fields  to  be  studied  would  be 
engaged  for  the  lectures,  seminars  and 
demonstrations,  and  various  guilds  and 
technical  organizations  would  be  asked  to 
cooperate. 

Proposed  courses  include : Specialized 
practice  in  production;  working  methods 
of  representative  directors;  structure  and 
functions  of  studio  departments;  cinema- 
tography; practice  course  in  screen  writ- 
ing; scoring;  sound  recording;  art  direc- 
tion; elements  of  acting;  assistant  direc- 
tion and  unit  management;  film  editing; 
laboratory  practice;  secretarial  technique; 
still  photography;  development  of  the 
American  silent  film;  review  of  foreign 
films;  and  review  of  documentary  films. 

At  the  same  November  15  meeting. 
Academy  governors  will  vote  on  the  pro- 
posed establishment  of  a Museum  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  in  Holly- 
wood. 

Facilities  to  Army 

Meantime  the  producers  association  has 
taken  another  step  toward  making  indus- 
try facilities  available  to  the  U.  S.  army 
for  producing  a series  of  training  films  for 
military  draftees.  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
chairman  of  the  production  defense  co- 
ordinating committee,  has  appointed 
Darryl  Zanuck,  Sam  Briskin  and  Major 
Nathan  Levinson  as  a sub-committee  to 
carry  out  the  plans  of  Gen.  Joseph  O. 
Mauborgne,  chief  signal  officer  of  the 
army.  Zanuck  has  designated  the  Acad- 
emy Research  Council  as  the  functional 
group  to  assist  in  production  of  the  films 
and  Gordon  Mitchell,  Research  Council 
manager,  who  will  head  the  unit,  has 
been  sent  to  Washington  for  consultations 
with  signal  corps  heads. 

Expected  in  shortly  are  Major  Richard 
T.  Schlosberg,  head  of  the  signal  corps’ 
photographic  division,  and  General  Mau- 
borgne. A signal  corps  officer  will  be  sta- 
tioned here  as  liaison  officer  between  Free- 
man’s committee  and  the  signal  corps,  it 
is  understood.  The  group  headed  by  Free- 
man works  under  a major  film  industry 
committee  in  New  York,  headed  by  Presi- 
dent George  Schaefer  of  RKO  Radio. 

Fred  Beetson,  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
producers  association,  has  returned  to  his 
desk  following  a vacation  trip  to  New  York. 
Expected  in  also  is  Pat  Casey,  labor  con- 
tact officer,  who  has  been  in  Gotham  for 
about  ten  days  conferring  with  interna- 
tional executives  of  various  studio  unions. 
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COLLIER’S  W.  B.  COURTNEY,  discus- 
ing “What  South  America  Thinks  of 
of  Us,”  quotes  a Chilean  educator: 
“The  movies,  which  you  boast  of  as  hav- 
ing spread  the  American  way  of  life  all 
over  the  earth,  are  really  your  worst  am- 
bassadors. Honestly,  did  you  ever  stop 
to  look  objectively  at  your  run-of-the-mill 
pictures  and  speculate  what  idea  the  na- 
tives of  foreign  countries  must  have  of 
you?” 

Which  observation  should  find  a speedy 
assignment  to  Hollywood’s  f o o d-for- 
thought  department,  particularly  in  view 
of  all  of  the  palavering  anent  the  import- 
ant part  South  American  markets  must 
play  in  offsetting  the  loss  of  revenue  from 
wartorn  Europe. 


Regardless  of  whether  or  not  one  agrees 
with  the  authors’  selections,  rare  courage 
and  modesty  are  reflected  in  “The  Best 
Motion  Pictures  of  1939-40,”  penned  by 
Jerry  Wald  and  Richard  Macaulay,  War- 
ner  contract  scriveners,  and  just  being  dis- 
tributed by  Dodd.  Mead  and  Co.  Contain- 
ing full  scripts  of  the  seven  films  selected 
as  the  “best”  in  as  many  different  cate- 
gories, the  tome  also  includes  brief  synop- 
ses of  350  other  pictures  produced  during 
the  season.  The  Wald-Macaiclay  choices  in- 
clude: 

Best  drama,  M-G-M’s  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips;”  best  comedy  drama.  Columbia’s 
“Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington;”  best 
comedy.  M-G-M’s  “Ninotchka” ; best  ac- 
tion feature.  Universal’s  “Destry  Rides 
Again;”  best  farce,  RKO  Radio’s  “Bache- 
lor Mother”;  best  tragedy,  David  O.  Selz- 
nick’s  “Rebecca;”  best  biography,  War- 
ner’s “Dr.  Ehrlich’s  Magic  Bullet.” 

The  courage  because  only  one  of  their 
boss’  pictures  is  listed  and  the  modesty 
because  none  of  their  own  appears.  Among 
the  writing  coJitributions  from  Wald  and 
Macaiday  which  certainly  might  have 
rated  attention  were  “The  Roaring  Twen- 
ties,” “Three  Cheers  for  the  Irish,”  “Tor- 
rid Zone,”  “Flight  Angels”  and  “They 
Drive  by  Night.” 

Gossip  column  reports  . . . “Leif  Erikson 
(Frances  Farmer's  ’ex')  has  just  won  release 
from  his  Paramount  contract,  after  three  years 
trying." 

Judging  by  the  number  of  pictures  in  which 
Erikson  has  not  been  appearing,  it  must  have 


taken  a Herculean  effort  to  sell  Paramount 
biggies  the  idea  of  releasing  him. 

Signe  Hasso,  new  RKO  Radio  acting  im- 
port from  Sweden,  adds  a “y”  to  her  name 
so  fans  will  know  how  to  pronounce  it. 
Chummy  idea  for  Cecily  DeMilley,  Eddy 
Finney,  Myrny  Loy,  Andy  Deviney,  Solly 
Wurtzel  and  other  Hollywoodians.  Mickey 
Rooney,  Brynie  Foy  and  Baby  Sandy  are, 
however,  completely  stymied. 

Dispiration  deparDnent: 

Lewis  Stone  is  celebrating  his  llth  year 
as  a term  contract  player  at  Metro,  the 
longest  period  any  actor  has  been  under 
continuous  commitrneiit  to  one  studio.  And 
Stone  has  never  turned  in  a poor  or  medi- 
ocre performance. 

Further  evidence  that  Harry  "Pop"  Sher- 
man's Paramount  production  unit  is  probably 
Hollywood's  most  human  and  fraternal  out- 
fit is  contained  in  the  report  that  Sherman's 
"Hopalong  Cassidy"  aggregation  contributed 
several  hundred  dollars  when  Bill  Reed, 
movie  cowboy,  fractured  his  pelvic  bone  in 
a fall  from  a horse  on  location.  Every  mem- 
ber of  the  company,  from  Sherman  and  Bill 
Boyd  to  the  horse  wranglers,  subscribed  to 
the  fund.  Sherman,  incidentally,  has  had 
only  two  serious  injuries  during  the  six  years 
he  has  been  making  the  “Cassidy"  pictures. 

Accolades  to  Paramount  production 
Magi  for  signing  Walter  Abel  to  a long- 
term contract  following  his  sterling  per- 
formance in  “Arise  My  Love.”  There,  at 
least,  was  one  bet  the  Marathon  Streeters 
didn’t  overlook. 


Reports  from  Chicago  tell  of  an  attack 
— without  injury — on  the  person  of  Pro- 
ducer Cecil  B.  DeMille  which  took  place  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Blackstone  Hotel.  The  hit- 
and-run  attacker  was  tentatively  identified 
as  one  August  Schwartzman  on  the  basis 
of  his  record  in  California,  where  he  was 
committed  to  the  Patton  Insane  Asylum 
by  Judge  Ben  Lmdsay  after  several  pre- 
vious attempts  to  attack  DeMille.  He  es- 
caped from  Patton. 

Apparently  Schwartzman  has  a single- 
track  mind,  but  there  are  many  who  lis- 
ten to  their  radios  on  Monday  evenings 
who  may  opine  he  isn’t  so  crazy. 


Ballyhoodlums:  Only  a few  months  ago 
United  Artists  publicity  chieftains  beat  the 
tom-toms  long  and  loud  about  the  super, 
nationwide  exploitation  staff  which  was 
being  organized.  In  each  of  eight  key 
regions  around  the  country  exploiteers 
were  to  work  out  of  the  UA  exchanges  in 
close  cooperation  with  theatremen  book- 
ing UA  features,  helping  the  showmen  with 
their  pre-selling  campaign  and  engender- 
ing public  and  trade  interest  in  the  com- 
pany’s pictures.  Established  in  the  Holly- 
wood “pre-selling”  office  were  George 
Gomperts  and  Lou  Marin,  covering  the 
Rocky  Mountain  and  Pacific  Coast  divi- 
sion. In  view  of  which,  there  is  consider- 
able cause  for  eyebrow-lifting  in  the  an- 
nouncement that  Blake  Mc'Veigh,  erstwhile 
Warner  gardenia  grower  and  now  a 
promising  freelancer,  has  been  appointed 
by  Monroe  Greenthal  to  handle  the  Los 
Angeles  engagement  of  Charles  Chaplin’s 
“The  Great  Dictator;”  and  the  fact  that 
the  publicity  fate,  both  locally  and  nation- 
ally, of  Alexander  Korda’s  “The  Thief  of 
Bagdad”  is  in  the  hands  of  Maestro  Rus- 
sell Birdwell  . . . Jerry  (One-Lead)  Dale, 
publicist  ordinaire  for  Korda,  breaks  a 
precedent  by  starting  a blurb  with  “Laur- 
ence Olivier  spent  the  day  in  bed,  etc.”  If 
the  frequency  and  interest  of  Dale’s  re- 
leases are  criterion,  he  probably  had  to 
move  over  to  make  room  for  Olivier  . . . 
Credit  those  responsible  for  Bob  Hope’s 
public  relations  with  a smart  stunt,  to  wit 
— the  fact  that  Hope  was  host  to  27  San 
Francisco  youths  whose  number  was  the 
first  drawn  in  the  national  draft  lottery  at 
a novel  “conscription”  party  in  the  Bay 
City.  They  were  Hope’s  dinner  guests, 
witnessed  his  evening  performance  at  the 
auto  show  and  accompanied  him  afterward 
to  a night  club. 


Nazis,  Nightriders,  Nitwits,  Negative 


The  preview  curve  continued  its  down- 
ward trend  during  the  week,  a mere  four 
features  having  been  introduced  to  the 
celluloid  oglers.  Of  the  quartette,  Metro’s 
“Escape”  earns  this  nod  as  the  best. 

One  of  the  more  popular  literary  exposes 
of  conditions  in  Hitler’s  Germany  was  the 
Ethel  Vance  novel  from  which  Metro  made 
the  film.  Its  picturization,  therefore, 
might  have  been  considered  hazardous  be- 
cause of  the  dismal  boxoffice  fate  of  some 
previous  so-called  anti-Nazi  films.  But 
there  need  be  no  apprehension  regarding 
“Escape”  as  a motion  picture.  First  and 
last  it  is  a magnificent  production,  in 
which  have  been  incorporated  with  super- 
lative results  every  element  to  assure  wide 
appeal  to  all  who  seek  the  best  in  screen 
entertainment.  In  accomplishing  this, 
however,  Scripters  Arch  Oboler  and  Mar- 
guerite Roberts  did  not  find  it  necessary 
to  compromise  the  book’s  basic  theme— 
and  the  Nazis’  liberty-stifling  cruelties  re- 


main, ever-present  but  still  only  a back- 
drop for  the  film’s  motivation.  It  was  ex- 
cellently produced  and  directed,  respec- 
tively, by  Lawrence  'Weingarten  and  Mel- 
vyn  LeRoy,  and  the  acting  chores  are, 
without  exception,  beyond  reproach.  Nor- 
ma Shearer  of  course  delivers  a charac- 
teristically fine-grained  performance;  but 
her  opportunities  were  somewhat  limited 
by  the  nature  of  the  script,  which  made 
Robert  Taylor’s  part  of  greater  prominence 
— an  opportunity  of  which  he  took  the  full- 
est advantage. 

* * ♦ 

Although  it  may  not  be  considered  pro- 
ductionally  or  Thespically  as  excellent  as 
the  Shearer-Taylor  starrer,  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  “The  Mark  of  Zorro”  will  probably 
score  as  well,  if  not  better,  at  the  box- 
office.  In  returning  the  old  favorite  ad- 
venture melodrama  to  the  screen,  noth- 
ing has  been  modernized  except  its  pro- 
duction trappings.  It  retains — perhaps 


amplifies — all  of  the  tempo,  romance  and 
pulse-stimulating  action  which  character- 
ized the  late  Senior  Fairbanks’  great  suc- 
cess in  the  same  vehicle.  Tyrone  Power’s 
delineation  of  the  title  role  leaves  nothing 
to  be  desired.  His  performance  is  sincere 
and  convincing,  and  displays  a minimum 
of  heroics  and  swashbuckling.  The  same 
commendable  restraint  is  reflected  in  Rou- 
ben  Mamoulian’s  direction,  a substantial 
factor  in  the  film’s  excellence.  John  Tain- 
tor  Foote  concocted  a first-rate  screen- 
play, from  an  adaptation  by  Garrett  Fort 
and  Bess  Meredyth  of  the  original  story 

by  Johnston  McCulley. 

* * * 

Two  of  lesser  quality  were  RKO  Radio’s 
“Li’l  Abner”  and  Universal’s  “One  Night 
in  the  Tropics.” 

The  first-named  is  a comedy  novelty 
which  should  have  considerable  appeal 
among  the  millions  of  comic-strip  fans 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Unity  Plea  Trailer  Is 
Ready  for  Showing 


Being  included  in  every  shipment  of 
film  from  every  exchange  in  the  country, 
beginning  November  6,  is  a one  and  one- 
half-minute  screen  message  titled  “A  Plea 
for  National  Unity,”  a short  short  stem- 
ming from  an  idea  by  Harry  M.  Warner 
and  underwritten  by  the  entire  motion 
picture  industry.  First  showings  began 
immediately  after  national  election  results 
were  established.  The  text  follows: 

“A  plea  for  national  unity. 

“The  democratic  process  has  functioned., 

“We  have  just  concluded  months  de- 
voted to  free  and  untrammeled  discussion 
and  debate  of  the  problems  confronting 
the  nation  and  the  qualifications  of  the 
respective  candidates  for  the  Presidency 
to  meet  and  effectively  deal  with  them. 
After  the  fullest  consideration,  a ma- 
jority of  our  citizens  have  solemnly  ex- 
pressed their  choice  of  the  chief  executive 
to  lead  the  nation  during  the  next  four 
years. 

“The  election  campaign  has  taken  place 
during  a period  of  recurring  critical  na- 
tional and  world  problems.  It  was  inevit- 
able that  during  the  period  of  discussion 
and  debate  national  unity  would  suffer. 
The  great  price  which  we  have  paid  for 
our  democratic  right  makes  the  choice  of 
our  leader  a sacred  one. 

“Whatever  the  differences  were  among 
us  before  election,  there  should  remain 
no  doubt  that  there  are  no  differences 
among  us  today.  We  must  stand  as  one 
behind  the  Man  of  the  people’s  choice. 
We  must  not  fall  prey  to  the  plan  of 
‘divide  and  conquer.’  The  Great  Liberator 
has  given  us  our  rule  of  national  life — 
‘UNITED  WE  STAND,  DIVIDED  WE 
FALL’.” 


Defense  Unity  Committee 
Formulating  Actions 

With  future  meetings  to  be  announced 
later,  the  newly-formed  production  de- 
fense coordinating  committee,  headed  by 
Y.  Frank  Freeman,  held  its  first  session 
to  formulate  plans  and  ways  and  means. 
Working  with  Freeman,  under  supervision 
of  the  National  Defense  Coordinating 
Committee  for  the  Industry  in  New  York, 
are: 

Darryl  Zanuck,  Walter  Wanger,  E.  J. 
Mannix,  Sam  Briskin,  producers:  Jack 
Chertok  and  Gordon  Hollingshead,  short 
subjects;  Frank  Capra,  Screen  Directors 
Guild;  Edward  Arnold,  Screen  Actors 
Guild;  Sheridan  Gibney,  Screen  Writers 
Guild;  Richard  Day,  art  directors;  Ma- 
jor Nathan  Levinson,  sound  directors; 
John  Arnold,  cinematographers;  John 
Nicholaus,  laboratoiy  technicians;  Alfred 
Newman,  music;  Charles  Boren  and  Fred 
Myers,  industrial  relations;  Jock  Law- 
rence, Howard  Strickling  and  Robert  Tap- 
linger,  public  relations,  and  Mendel  Sil- 
berberg,  counsel. 

Group  will  serve  in  an  advisory  capacity 
on  all  films  made  here  in  cooperation  with 
various  government  departments.  The 
New  York  committee  under  which  it  oper- 
ates is  headed  by  George  Schaefer  of  RKO 
Radio. 


Role  for  Hattie  McDaniel 

A supporting  role  in  Warner’s  “Far 
Horizon,”  to  co-star  Bette  Davis  and 
George  Brent,  has  been  handed  to  Hattie 
McDaniel. 


Leopold  Stokowski,  accompanied  by 
Steve  Csillag,  Walt  Disney’s  musical  film 
editor,  has  left  for  New  York  to  aid  in 
planning  the  premiere  of  Disney’s  “Fan- 
tasia” there  November  13.  Walt  and  Roy 
Disney  checked  out  for  the  east  a few 
days  earlier  . . . Lewis  Milestone  has  head- 
ed east  for  a short  holiday,  as  has  Direc- 
tor A1  Hall  . . . Boris  Morros  is  back  in 
town  after  a New  York  business  trip. 

★ 

Arthur  Freed,  M-G-M  producer,  has  re- 
turned from  a New  York  holiday  to  super- 
vise completion  of  his  latest  assignment, 
“Little  Nelly  Kelly.” 

* 

Mark  Hellinger,  Warner  producer,  and 
his  wife,  Gladys  Glad,  planed  in  from  a 
five-week  vacation  in  New  York. 

* 

Nat  Finston,  Metro’s  music  department 
chieftain,  has  flown  to  New  York  via 
American  Airlines  . . . Also  heading  for 
New  York  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth 
MacKenna.  He  heads  M-G-M’s  studio  story 
department  . . . Playwright- Scenarist  Ben 
Hecht  is  in  from  the  east. 

* 

Milton  Krims,  Warner  scenarist,  has  re- 
turned from  a seven-week  tour  of  South 
America,  upon  which  he  embarked  to 
gather  factual  material  for  use  in  filming 
pictures  designed  to  increase  boxoffice 
revenues  there  . . . Some  400  members  of 
the  Screen  Writers  Guild  attended  the  or- 
ganization’s annual  dinner-dance,  a Hal- 
lowe’en affair,  at  the  Beverly-Wilshire 
Hotel  . . . Stephen  Morehouse  Avery  has 
returned  to  his  writing  desk  at  the  War- 
ner studio  after  a vacation  in  New  York. 

Cecil  B.  DeMille  has  returned  from  the 
Regina  and  Chicago  premieres  of  his  new- 
est Paramount  production,  “North  West 
Mounted  Police.”  Accompany  mg  him  west- 
ward were  Gary  Cooper,  Cliff  Lewis,  studio 
publicity -advertising  director,  and  Ted 
Bonnet  of  the  studio  staff. 

* 

With  prizes  for  low  net,  low  gross  and 
winners  of  each  foursome,  ardent  golf  fans 
among  Electrical  Research  Products,  Inc., 
and  General  Service  Studio  employes  held 
their  second  annual  joint  tournament  No- 
vember 3 at  the  Rancho  Course.  C.  R. 
Sawyer  was  chairman  of  the  tournament 
committee,  which  included  Paul  Almquist, 
Tom  Cunningham,  Bob  Morgan,  Virgil 
Smith  and  Cliff  Ralph  . . . James  Fitz- 
patrick, M-G-M  shorts  producer,  has  re- 


who  get  a daily  chuckle  out  of  the  doings 
down  in  Dogpatch.  Its  most  remarkable 
asset  is  the  manner  in  which  A1  Capp’s 
quaint  hillbilly  characters  have  been 
brought  to  the  screen — a triumph  of  cast- 
ing and  makeup  art.  The  script  by  Charles 
Kerr  and  Tyler  Johnson,  from  Capp’s 
original,  is  gusty  slapstick,  directed  in  like 
vein  by  A1  Rogell.  It  was  produced  by 
Vogue  Pictures  with  Herman  Schlom  func- 
tioning as  associate  producer. 

The  Universal  offering  was  an  ambi- 
tiously-projected musical  which,  unfortu- 


turned  from  Oregon,  where  he  picked  up 

background  footage  for  a new  travel  series. 
★ 

Producer  Sol  M.  Wurtzel  of  2Qth  Cen- 
tury-Fox will  be  accompanied  on  his  South 
American  jaunt  in  December  by  Lester 
Ziffren,  scenarist  . . . Director  Rouben 
Mamoulian  has  checked  in  from  a quick 
trip  to  New  York. 

★ 

Max  Steiner,  Warner  musical  director, 
delivered  a lecture  on  the  theory  and  tech- 
nique of  composing  and  scoring  music  for 
films  before  3,200  school  teachers  at  War- 
ner’s Hollywood  Theatre,  November  2.  He 
illustrated  his  talk  with  musical  themes 
from  several  Warner  pictures. 

★ 

Frank  Capra  is  vacationing  for  a week 
at  Klamath  Falls,  Oregon  . . . Reginald  Ar- 
mour, RKO  Radio’s  European  manager, 
now  at  the  studio,  will  be  joined  here  by 
his  wife.  She  caught  a Clipper  from  Lisbon. 
* 

Lily  Pons  was  guest  of  honor  at  a party 
hosted  by  George  Pal,  cartoon  producer, 
at  his  new  Hollywood  studio.  Pal  screened 
a number  of  his  puppet  shorts  . . . Bob 
Fellows,  Warner  producer,  has  returned 

from  a two-week  Oregon  vacation. 

* 

Jesse  Lasky  sr.  has  planed  to  New  York 
to  attend  the  Gotham  opening  of  his  show, 
“Quiet,  Please”  . . . Having  completed  an 
RKO  Radio  directorial  assignment,  Sam 
Wood  plans  to  leave  for  an  Hawaiian  va- 
cation next  week  . . . Jack  Moss,  Para- 
mount producer,  is  back  at  the  studio  after 
two  weeks  on  location  at  Arrowhead  with 
“Shepherd  of  the  Hills”  . . . Harry  Tugend 
has  checked  in  at  Paramount  to  resume  a 
writing  assignment. 


Contract  Between  Metro, 
Rita  Johnson,  Severed 

Dissatisfaction  with  parts  assigned  her, 
refusal  to  accept  a role  in  “Maisie  Was  a 
Lady,”  the  Ann  Sothern  starrer,  brought 
Rita  Johnson  and  M-G-M  to  a parting  of 
the  ways.  She  appeared  last  in  “Golden 
Fleecing”  and  previously  had  enacted  the 
feminine  lead  in  “Edison,  the  Man.”  Her 
future  plans  have  not  been  announced. 

R.  L.  Johnson  has  resigned  as  studio 
production  manager  at  Paramount  and  has 
been  succeeded  by  George  Bertholon,  his 
assistant.  Bertholon  was  connected  with 
Pathe,  Christie  and  Trem  Carr  before 
joining  Paramount  several  years  ago. 


nately,  slipped  a cog  somewhere  and  missed 
fire.  Although  five  writers  are  given 
credit  for  the  vehicle,  story  shortcomings 
are  among  its  handicaps — together  with 
heavy-handed  direction  by  A.  Edward 
Sutherland.  It  fails  to  capture  the  re- 
quired Latin  American  atmosphere  and  the 
musical  score,  written  especially  for  the 
picture  by  Jerome  Kern,  is  likewise  dis- 
appointing. Leonard  Spigelgass  served  as 
the  associate  producer;  Gertrude  Purcell 
and  Charles  Grayson  scripted  from  an 
adaptation  by  Kathryn  Scola  and  Francis 
Martin  of  the  novel  by  Earl  Derr  Biggers. 


Spearheads 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
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Barnstormers 


Meggers 


Metro 

JKAXI5TTK  MiU-DONALI)  checked  out  Novem- 
her  G for  her  eastern  concert  tour.  She  returns 
to  Hollywood  December  24  for  a ten-day  stay  o^e^ 
the  holidays,  then  goes  out  on  the  road  for  a 
final  three  weeks. 


RKO  Radio 

KAY  KYSKK  and  orchestra  set  for  personal 
appearance  at  the  Hoxy  Theatre  in  New  York  for 
a week,  beginning  November  14,  in  conjunction 
with  the  world  premiere  of  his  latest  starring 
picture,  “You’ll  Find  Out.” 

Universal 

GLORIA  JKAN’.S  current  p.  a.  tour  extended 
to  include  Boston.  Syracuse.  Rochester,  Scran- 
ton and  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Blurbers 

MARGARET  ETTINTiER  has  returned  from  a 
three- week  trip  to  New  York  on  business. 

Columbia 

LOr  SMITH  returns  to  studio  desk  after  trip 
to  New  York  and  Tucson.  Ariz.,  arranging  de- 
tails of  the  forthcoming  "Arizona”  premiere. 

Paramount 

KEN  C’ARPENTER,  radio  announcer,  checks  in 
to  make  a series  of  recordings  for  advance  ex- 
ploitation on  the  Fred  Astaire-Paulette  God- 
dard co-starrer,  “Second  Chorus.” 

Edward  Small 

MERPIIY  MoHENJtY  checks  in  from  swing 
through  the  east  plugging  “Kit  Carson”  and 
“Son  of  Monte  Cristo.” 

Warner  Bros. 

ALEX  EVELOVE  named  assistant  to  Robert 
Taplinger  in  studio  publicity  department.  Eve- 
love  has  been  on  the  staff  for  more  than  ten 
years. 

S.  CHARLES  EINFELD  checks  in  from  New 
York  conferences. 


Briefies 

Cecil  B.  DeMille  has  begun  a series  of  con- 
ferences with  executives  of  his  Hollywood  Talki- 
tone  Corp.,  lining  up  talent  for  the  first  four 
16mm  subjects  the  new  company  will  produce  for 
dime-in-slot  projectors.  Plans  are  being  com- 
pleted by  DeMille,  Herb  Moulton,  William  H. 
Pine  and  Morris  and  Frank  Kizinskey  for  a na- 
tional convention,  scheduled  for  November  18- 
lU-20  at  the  Biltmore  Hotel. 

CleHers 

Metro 

GEORGIE  STOLl.  completing  recordings  on 
“Go  West.” 

JRA  GERSHWIN  writing  lyrics  for  “Lady  Be 
Good.” 

Monogram 

GREGORY  STONE,  musical  director  on  “Her 
Father's  Daughter,”  composes  an  original  num- 
ber. “Star  of  Love,”  for  use  in  the  film. 

Paramount 

SIG.MTNI)  KUTMGOIjD  scoring  "Virginia.” 

VK'TOH  YOl  NG  scoring  "Love  Thy  Neighbor.’’ 

RKO  Radio 

IXI)  GLUSKIN  to  direct  musical  score  for 
“They  Met  in  Argentina.” 

EDWARD  M’.\RD  scoring  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith.” 

Loanouts 

Richard  Rowland 

LOIS  RANSON  borrowed  from  Republic  for  a 
role  in  “Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop.” 

20th  Century-Fox 

JOHN  Ht'BRARD  borrowed  from  Hal  Roach 
for  the  lead  in  “Murder  Among  Friends,”  which 
Ray  McCarey  w’ill  direct. 


Columbia 

LA.MIiKKT  HILLVKK  to  "North  of  the  Lone 
Star,”  a Bill  Elliott  western. 

RK'HARD  WAU.,A('E  to  direct  “A  Girl’s  Best 
Friend  Is  Wall  Street,”  a Charles  It.  Rogers 
production  to  feature  Franchot  Tone  and  Joan 
Bennett.  Kenneth  Earl  and  Curtis  Kenyon  are 
scripting  from  Jane  Allen’s  original. 

JILES  WHITE  producing  and  directing  “Glove 
Slingers,”  a two-reel  comedy. 

Metro 

MERVYN  LE  ROY  to  “Blossoms  in  the  Dust,” 
with  Walter  Pidgeon  and  Greer  Garson  in  the 
leads  and  Irving  Asher  producing. 

ROBERT  Z.  LEONARD  to  produce  “Clouds  of 
Destiny,”  story  with  a South  American  back- 
ground, when  he  has  completed  “Ziegfeld  Girl.” 


Monogram 

HOWAKI)  BKE'IHEKTON  to  pilot  "You're  Out 
of  Luck,”  next  Frankie  l>arro  feature,  w’hich 
Lindsley  Parsons  will  produce.  Gene  Cook  has 
been  named  assistant  director;  Jack  Ogilvie  is 
film  editor,  and  Fred  Jackman  jr.  is  the  pho- 
tographer. 

Pyramid  Pictures 

CHRISTY  CABANNE  to  direct  “Scattergood 
Baines.”  RKO  Radio  will  release. 


RKO  Radio 

GARSON  KANIN  to  “Weekend  for  Three,” 
from  a story  by  Budd  Schulberg,  wdiich  Erich 
Pommer  will  produce. 

Republic 

FRANK  McDonald  to  pilot  “Arkansas  Judge,” 
starring  the  Weaver  Brothers  and  Elviry.  Pro- 
ducer Armand  Schaefer  will  gun  it  around  De- 
cember 1. 


20th  Century-Fox 

JOHN  FORI)  to  pilot  “Tobacco  Road.”  He 
leaves  for  Georgia  November  7 to  pick  up  back- 
ground footage. 

ARCHIE  MAYO  to  pilot  “The  Great  American 
Broadcast,”  starring  Tyrone  Power,  which  Ken- 
neth Macgowan  will  produce.  Don  Ettlinger  and 
Edwin  Blum  are  scripting. 

KENNETH  MACGOWAN  named  associate  iiro- 
ducer  on  “Replenish  the  Earth.” 

H A R R Y L AC  HM A N to  direct  "Man  With  the 
Shovel”  for  Producer  Robert  T.  Kane. 

United  Productions 

LEWIS  MILESTONE  to  direct  “Palm  Beach 
Limited,”  a romantic  comedy  starring  Ronald 
Colman  for  RKO  Radio  release.  Production  will 
be  under  the  guidance  of  William  B.  Hawks, 
president  and  executive  producer.  Story  by 
Georges  Berr  and  Louis  Verneuil  is  being  script- 
ed by  John  Van  L>ruten  for  a December  16  start. 

Warner  Bros. 

DON  SIEGEL  directing  second  unit  shooting 
montage  and  carnival  shots  for  “The  Wagons 
Roll  at  Night.” 

Options 

Columbia 

TITO  GFIZAR  signed  for  a lead  in  “Blondie 
Goes  Latin.” 

Ernst  Lubitsch 

F’RITZ  FELD  given  featured  character  role  in 
“That  Uncertain  Feeling.” 

Metro 

LEWIS  STONE  given  new  long-term  acting 
contract  marking  the  beginning  of  his  17th 
straight  year  at  the  same  studio. 

MELVYN  DOUCiLAS  given  new’  long-term  act- 
ing contract. 

GRETA  MEYER  signed  for  a featured  char- 
acter role  in  “Come  Live  With  Me.” 

NIXON  MILLER,  20-year-old  college  tenor, 
given  long-term  contract.  He  has  never  sung 
professionally. 

PALL  KELLY  draws  featured  role  in  “Ziegfeld 
Girl.” 

TOM  SELLERS,  junior  writer,  held  for  another 
term. 


Universal 

WAl.TEK  BIIENN’AN  borrowed  from  Samuel 
Goldwyn  for  a topline  in  the  Deanna  Durbin 
starrer,  “Nice  Girl.” 


Monogram 

JA('<IFKI-'INPI  wells  draws  featured  role  in 
“Her  Father’s  Daughter,”  which  I.  E.  Chadwick 
is  producing. 


KAY  GRIFFITH  given  feminine  lead  opposite 
Tex  Ritter  in  “Under  Texas  Stars.”  Edward 
Finney  is  the  producer. 

Paramount 

VIRGINIA  VAN  UPP,  scenarist,  given  new 
five-year  contract. 

WALTER  ABEL  handed  term  acting  ticket. 

RKO  Radio 

BOKIS  KAKLOFF,  BELA  LI  GOSI  and  PETER 
I.,ORRE  signed  as  a comedy  trio  for  the  next 
Kay  Kyser  picture  follow’ing  their  work  in  “You’ll 
Find  Out.” 

HE.VTHER  ANGEL  joins  cast  of  “Kitty  Foyle,” 
the  Ginger  Rogers  starrer. 

CHARIjES  COBURN  signed  for  a featured  role 
in  the  Frank  Ross- Norman  Krasna  production, 
“The  Devil  and  Miss  Jones,”  starring  Jean 
Arthur. 

lA'IS  ALBERNI  booked  for  the  comedy  lead 
in  “They  Met  in  Argentina.” 

Republic 

HELEN  VINSON  given  character  lead  in 
•“Bowery  Boy.” 

U)ITSE  CAMPBEl.L  to  appear  opposite  Dennis 
O’Keefe  in  “Bowery  Boy.” 

Harry  Sherman 

Bl'CK  JONES  booked  for  a lead  in  “Tomb- 
stone, Arizona,”  to  be  released  by  Paramount. 

20th  Century-Fox 

MARJORIE  WEAVER  given  contract  renewal. 
Her  next  assignment  is  opposite  John  Hubbard 
in  “Murder  Among  Friends,”  which  Ray  McCarey 
W’ill  direct  for  Producers  Walter  Morosco  and 
Ralph  Dietrich. 

STANLEY  CLEMENTS  given  stock  acting  con- 
tract and  a role  in  “Tall,  Dark  and  Handsome.” 

Universal 

Hl’GH  HFjRBERT  to  star  in  “Who’s  Crazy 
Now?”  a Ken  Goldsmith  production  which  Eddie 
Cline  W’ill  pilot.  Alex  Gottlieb  scripted  from  a 
story  by  Otis  Garrett  and  Hal  Hudson. 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY  signed  to  play  Deanna 
I>urbin’s  father  in  “Nice  Girl.” 

Warner  Bros. 

EKANCIS  M<‘I)ONAIA>  and  JEAN  COWAN  set 

for  roles  in  “The  Sea  Wolf." 

HATTIE  McDaniel  given  supporting  role  in 
“Far  Horizon.”  co-starring  Bette  Davis  and 
George  Brent. 

JUIJUS  and  PHIUP  EPSTEIN,  w'riting  team, 
held  for  another  term. 

ALEXANDER  KNOX,  stage  player,  given  two- 
picture  deal,  debuting  in  “The  Sea  W'olf.” 

Scripters 

Columbia 

BORIS  INGSTER  and  N'ATIIANIEI,  WEST  to 

“Amateur  Angel,”  from  a story  by  Tom  Kilpat- 
rick. Charles  R.  Rogers  produces. 

FRANK  GILL  JR.  to  “Mr.  Carnation”  for  Pro- 
ducer B.  P.  Schulberg. 

Alexander  Korda 

LAIJIEN'CE  STAI.LINGS  to  “The  Jungle  Book," 
from  the  story  by  Rudyard  Kipling,  to  star  Sabu. 
Zoltan  Korda  w’ill  direct. 

Loew-Lewin 

CLIFFORD  ODETS  completes  first  draft  of 
“Night  Music.” 


Metro 

E.  MALRICE  ADLER  to  an  untitled  Pete  Smith 
Specialty  short. 

H.VRRY  KURNITZ  teamed  with  GEORGE  OP- 
PENHEIMER  and  ROBERT  McGONIGLE  on  “Mr. 
Co-Ed.” 

DORE  SCHARY  and  LIONEL  HOUSER  to 
“Married  Bachelor,”  forthcoming  William  Pow- 
ell-Myrna  Loy  vehicle,  which  John  W.  Con- 
sidine  jr.  will  produce. 

LEON  (GORDON  to  “She  Was  His  Boss.”  Jos- 
eph Mankiewicz  will  produce. 

Paramount 

BERNARD  McCONVILLE  teamed  with  NOR- 
MAN S.  HOFSTON'  on  "The  Parson  of  Panamint” 
for  Producer  Harry  Sherman. 

CHARLES  BRACKETT  and  BILI.Y  WILDER 
to  "Hold  Back  the  Dawn,"  which  Mitchell  Lei- 
sen  will  direct  with  Charles  Boyer  and  Paulette 
Goddard  co-starring. 

W.  L.  RIVER  to  “The  Pioneer  Woman"  for 
Producer-Director  William  A.  Wellman, 

ABEN  KAN'DEL  to  an  untitled  script  from 
his  own  original. 


RKO  Radio 

BERT  GRANET  completes  “Show  Business”  for 
Producer  Howard  Benedict. 

Republic 

RICHARD  MCRPHY  to  an  untitled  Gene  Autry 
western  which  Harry  Grey  will  produce. 
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20  th  Century -Fox 

OLIVER  H.  P.  GARRETT  to  "Brooklyn  Bridge.’’ 

DELMER  DAVES  to  "Rise  and  Shine,”  train- 
ing camp  story,  which  Lou  Edelman  wili  pro- 
duce. 

United  Productions 

ARNOLD  BELGARD  teamed  with  JOHN  VAN 
DRUTEN  on  "Palm  Beach  Limited.”  William 
Hawks  will  produce  for  RKO  Radio. 

Universal 

HAKOL.D  SHUMATE  to  an  untitled  original 
for  Producer  Milton  Feld. 

MAXWEIX  SHANE  to  “Buck  Privates.”  forth- 
coming Richard  Arlen-Andy  Devine  feature, 
which  Ben  Pivar  will  produce. 

Warner  Bros. 

JULIUS  and  PHILIP  EPSTEIN  to  "The  Bride 
Came  C.  O.  D.,”  from  a story  by  Kenneth  Karl 
and  M.  M.  Musselman. 

ANNE  EROELIUH  teamed  witli  HOWARD 
KOCH  on  "Danger  Signal.” 

JACK  SCHOLI.  to  a short  subject  exploiting 
William  Orr’s  talent  for  mimicry. 

ROBERT  KENT  teamed  with  BARRY  TRIVERS 
on  "Bad  Men  of  Missouri,”  from  the  original 
by  Robert  Buckner. 

KEN  GAMET  to  "From  Headquarters.” 

Story  Buys 

Metro 

“Lazy  Lancelot,”  by  Kenneth  Diggins,  as  a 
co-starring  vehicle  for  William  Powell  and 
Myrna  Loy. 

"Random  Harvest,”  a new  novel  by  James  Hil- 
ton. The  author,  now  under  contract  to  the 
studio,  will  do  the  script  when  his  current  as- 
signment on  "Mrs.  Miniver”  has  been  completed. 

RKO  Radio 

“Unexpected  Uncle,”  a comedy  by  Eric  Hatch. 
Harry  Edington  will  produce. 

Harry  Sherman 

“Tombstone,  Arizona,”  by  Dean  Reisner.  Pres- 
ton Foster  will  star  and  picture  is  set  for 
Paramount  release. 

20th  Century-Fox 

“The  Eagle  Flies  Again,”  story  of  American 
fliers  with  the  Royal  Air  Force,  by  Robert  Hop- 
kins and  Martin  Hudson.  Henry  Fonda  and  Don 
Ameche  will  co-star,  with  Henry  King  directing 
for  Producer  Lou  Edelman. 

Warner  Bros. 

“Bomb  Shelter,”  by  Ben  Markson,  who  will 
script  for  Producer  William  Jacobs.  Action  is 
laid  in  a London  bomb  shelter  and  takes  place 
during  a single  night. 


Schenck  Returns  East 
After  Studio  Confab 

Nicholas  Schenck,  M-G-M  executive, 
has  returned  to  New  York  after  spending 
a week  in  conference  here  with  Louis  B. 
Mayer  and  other  studio  executives  con- 
cerning fall  and  winter  releases  and  the 
production  schedule  for  the  next  three 
months. 

Here  for  a few  days  is  Jock  Whitney, 
who  is  attending  to  certain  matters  in 
connection  with  the  dissolution  of  Selz- 
nick  International,  of  which  he  was  board 
chairman. 

Walter  Wanger  is  back  in  the  film  col- 
ony after  an  extensive  tour  which  took 
him  through  22  American  and  three  Ca- 
nadian cities.  He  covered  more  than  30,- 
000  miles,  appeared  on  nine  radio  pro- 
grams and  met  hundreds  of  exhibitors, 
critics,  exchangemen  and  civic  groups. 

Also  back  in  town  is  Cliff  Work,  Uni- 
versal production  head,  who  spent  a few 
days  in  New  York  huddling  with  Presi- 
dent Nate  Blumberg,  William  Scully  and 
other  officials  on  forthcoming  product  and 
the  release  lineup. 

Now  preparing  his  next  for  Paramount, 
“Reap  the  Wild  Wind,”  is-Cecil  B.  DeMille, 
who  vacationed  for  a week  in  Gotham  af- 
ter attending  the  American  premiere  of 
“North  West  Mounted  Police”  in  Chicago. 


Signed  by  Calhedral 
Cathedral  Films  has  signed  Edwin  Max- 
well, actor-director,  to  pilot  its  recently- 
announced  series  of  short  subjects  with 
religious  themes.  First  two  to  be  directed 
by  Maxwell  are  “Prodigal  Son”  and  “The 
Nativity.”  Cathedral  is  headquartering  at 
the  RKO  Pathe  studios  in  Culver  City. 


Screen  Office  Guild 
Ready  for  Parleys 


Having  won  every  one  of  its  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  elections  save  at 
20th  Century-Fox,  the  Screen  Office  Em- 
ployes Guild  has  named  a negotiating  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  producers  on  the 
drafting  of  a closed  shop  for  white  collar 
workers.  Climaxed  by  a 100  per  cent  vic- 
tory at  the  Hal  Roach  studios,  the  SOEG 
was  named  bargaining  agent  at  Metro, 
RKO  Radio,  Columbia,  Universal,  Repub- 
lic and  Walter  Wanger. 

A new  basic  pact  calling  for  wage  in- 
creases and  improved  working  conditions 
has  been  signed  with  37  independent  pro- 
ducers by  the  lATSE  sound  technicians 
local.  I A laboratory  technicians  have 
signed  lineup  clerks  in  the  Technicolor 
transportation  department,  the  SOEG 
having  waived  its  claim  to  jurisdiction 
over  them.  Meantime  business  represen- 
tatives of  the  various  lA  locals  have  sched- 
uled a meeting  November  12  with  E.  V. 
Cocking,  coast  wage-hour  administrator, 
to  discuss  the  new  wage-hour  legislation, 
including  questions  which  have  arisen  re- 
garding exemptions  and  other  details. 
Cocking  has  already  met  with  representa- 
tives of  the  various  studio  guilds  and  with 
crafts  under  the  basic  studio  agreement 
excluding  the  lATSE. 

SAG  Drops  300 

Screen  Actors  Guild  has  dropped  near- 
ly 300  more  extras  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  bringing  the  total  eliminated  during 
the  past  few  months  to  approximately 
3,000.  The  SAG  council  met  November  6 
to  discuss  the  forthcoming  Class  B refer- 
endum, ordered  by  the  board  of  directors 
to  decide  on  acceptance  of  the  producer- 
SAG  standing  committee’s  report  on  the 
extra  problem.  The  council  also  held  fur- 
ther discussion  of  the  mixup  concerning 
its  chairman — Flo  Wix,  who  holds  that 
post,  having  voluntarily  raised  the  ques- 
tion that  she  was  illegally  elected  because 
no  run-off  was  held  between  her  and 
Harry  Mayo,  whom  she  did  not  defeat  by 
the  required  majority  vote. 

At  its  annual  meeting  and  election  of 
officers  November  13,  the  Screen  Writers 
Guild  will  also  consider  a proposed  amend- 
ment to  its  constitution  and  by-laws,  re- 
vising membership  requirements.  The 
proposal  is  that  applicants  must  either 
be  currently  employed  as  screen  writers  or 
must  have  had  at  least  one  screen  credit 
during  the  two  years  preceding  their  ap- 
plication. 

The  Studio  Maintenance  Guild  has  been 
organized  as  an  independent  group  by 
representatives  of  2,500  film  workers  who 
withdrew  from  the  Building  Service  Em- 
ployes International.  Ray  Finneli  has 
been  named  president  and  business  repre- 
sentative. The  plan  is  to  ask  for  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  affiliation. 

M-G-M  has  finally  signed  the  Screen 
Cartoonists  Guild  closed  shop  pact,  which 
gives  the  SCG  wage  increases  and  im- 
proved working  conditions. 

George  Schaefer  Explains 
Decree  to  Hays  Group 

Details  and  workings  of  the  consent 
decree  were  explained  by  George  Schae- 
fer, RKO  Radio  president,  to  the  Hays 
office’s  publicity  directors  committee  at 
that  organization’s  regular  luncheon  meet- 
ing. Schaefer  and  J.  J.  Nolan,  also  an 
RKO  Radio  executive,  were  the  commit- 
tee’s special  guests. 


"Santa  Fe  Trail"  Days 
Proclaimed  in  N.  M. 


December  13,  14  and  15  have  been  pro- 
claimed “Santa  Fe  Trail  Days”  by  Gov. 
John  E.  Miles  of  New  Mexico,  during 
which  period  Warner’s  “Santa  Fe  Trail” 
will  be  given  its  world  premiere  in  the 
Lensic,  Burro  Alley  and  Paris  theatres  in 
Santa  Fe.  Heading  the  Hollywood  dele- 
gation to  make  the  trip  will  be 
Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  de  Havilland,  Ray- 
mond Massey,  Ronald  Reagan,  Van  Hef- 
lin, Alan  Hale  and  Guirm  Williams,  all  of 
whom  have  roles  in  the  picture.  Citizens 
of  Santa  Fe  are  now  planning  a giant 
“Fandango”  street  dance  with  25,000  par- 
ticipating; a civic  reception  and  parade; 
a grand  ball  and  a pageant. 

Also  slated  for  a December  debut  is 
Paramount’s  “Second  Chorus.”  The  Fred 
Astaire-Paulette  Goddard  feature  will  be 
given  its  prerelease  premiere  at  the  Para- 
mount Theatre  in  New  York  December  3, 
with  other  details  now  being  arranged. 

Meantime  November  continues  as  a busy 
period  for  such  large-scale  openings 
throughout  the  country.  RKO  Radio  has 
announced  “You’ll  Find  Out”  will  make 
its  bow  at  the  Roxy  Theatre  in  New  York 
November  14,  with  Kay  Kyser,  who  stars, 
and  his  orchestra  to  appear  in  person 
during  the  first  week’s  run. 

"Arizona"  Premiere 

With  civic  festivities  to  be  launched 
Armistice  Day,  details  of  the  Tucson  pre- 
miere of  Columbia’s  “Arizona”  are  being 
completed.  The  affair  will  be  climaxed 
November  15-16  with  showings  of  the  pic- 
ture, with  stars  including  Jean  Arthur, 
William  Holden  and  Warren  William  in 
attendance.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  for  Kate  Smith  to  make  her  weekly 
broadcast  from  there,  and  Old  Tucson, 
built  by  Columbia  for  the  picture,  will  be 
running  full  blast — with  cafes,  cantinas 
and  dancehalls  in  operation.  Four  grand 
balls  are  scheduled  and  Papago  Indians 
will  perform  tribal  rites  and  dances. 

Bringing  the  gaiety  closer  to  home, 
Charles  Chaplin’s  “The  Great  Dictator” 
will  be  given  its  western  premiere  at  the 
Carthay  Circle  Theatre  November  14,  with 
tickets  now  on  sale  for  the  opening  at 
$5.50.  Following  the  premiere,  the  film 
will  begin  a two-a-day  run  there,  day- 
date  with  a continuous  run  at  the  United 
Artists  in  downtown  Los  Angeles. 

“Queen  of  Destiny,”  English-made  Anna 
Neagle  starrer  filmed  in  Teclinicolor,  made 
its  Hollywood  bow  November  6 at  the  Ha- 
waii Theatre.  Film  was  the  last  to  be  made 
abroad  by  Herbert  Wilcox  for  RKO  Radio 
release. 

"Blossoms  in  the  Dust" 

Will  Get  Technicolor 

Metro  will  film  “Blossoms  in  the  Dust,” 
co-starring  Greer  Garson  and  Walter 
Pidgeon,  in  Technicolor.  Decision  was 
made  after  extensive  tests  of  the  two  lead- 
ing players  in  the  color  medium.  Picture 
rolls  November  21  with  Mervyn  LeRoy  di- 
recting for  Producer  Irving  Asher. 


Renew  Marjorie  Weaver 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  renewed 
Marjorie  Weaver’s  acting  contract.  Her 
next  assignment  is  opposite  John  Hub- 
bard in  “Murder  Among  Friends”  which 
Ray  McCarey  will  direct  for  Producers 
Walter  Morosco  and  Ralph  Dietrich. 
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Conferees  in  Accord— 

Producer  Walter  Wanger,  on  a recent  visit  to  Seattle,  as  part  of  a nation- 
wide goodwill  tour,  exchanges  views  with  J.  von  Herberg,  Northwest  thea- 
tre owner,  on  industry  trends  and  needs.  Both  are  in  accord  on  the  de- 
sirability of  the  single  bill,  high  grade  program,  as  opposed  to  run-of-the- 
mill  duals.  Wanger  congratulated  von  Herberg  on  the  26th  anniversary  of 
the  Liberty,  No.  1 Seattle  house  of  the  Jensen-von  Herberg  combine. 


Rejoice  in  Defeat  of 
Fast  Time  Measure 


Los  Angeles — Exhibitors  throughout  the 
state  are  jubilant  over  at  least  one  re- 
sult of  the  November  5 election — the  fact 
that  the  daylight  savings  measure  on  the 
ballot  was  again  killed  by  California  voters. 

Circuits,  independent  operators  and 
showmen’s  organizations  were  unanimous- 
ly against  passage  of  the  act  because  of 
the  harm  it  was  felt  daylight  savings 
would  do  at  the  boxoffice. 

W.  H.  Lollier,  Fox  West  Coast  execu- 
tive, and  R,  H.  Poole,  secretary  of  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Calif, 
and  Ariz.,  headed  a committee  which  car- 
ried the  anti-daylight  savings  battle  direct 
to  the  public  through  the  theatres.  FWC 
urged  all  of  its  house  managers  to  appear 
at  civic  meetings  to  acquaint  everyone 
in  their  respective  territories  with  the 
disadvantages  of  daylight  savings.  Poole 
issued  special  bulletins  advising  ITO  mem- 
bers to  follow  the  same  procedure. 

A potent  argument,  also,  were  two  short 
subjects,  prepared  by  M-G-M  and  20th 
Century-Fox,  which  graphically  illustrated 
the  anti-daylight  savings  arguments,  and 
which  were  offered  exhibitors  for  free 
bookings. 


Daigler  Will  Supervise 
Hubenart  Operations 

Seattle — Hal  Daigler,  who  has  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  Hubenart  cir- 
cuit, will  act  as  supervisor  of  operations 
for  the  Ben  F.  Shearer-controlled  chain. 

Daigler,  formerly  assistant  to  John  Ham- 
rick of  Hamrick-Evergreen  Theatres,  an- 
noimces  Hubenart  will  build  a new  900- 
seater  in  Bremerton. 


Hollyvrood's  Newsreeler 
Adopts  Revival  Policy 

Hollywood — Effective  November  9,  the 
Tele-View  Newsreel  Theatre  on  Hollywood 
Blvd.  changes  its  name  and  its  exhibi- 
tion policy.  Henceforth  the  house  is  to 
be  known  as  the  Tele-View  Revival  Thea- 
tre and  features  two-hour  screenings  of 
silent  and  talking  picture  revivals  dating 
back  to  the  famous  “Great  Train  Rob- 
bery,” including  D.  W.  Griffith,  Douglas 
Fairbanks  sr.,  Rudolph  Valentino  and 
other  films. 

There  will  be  no  duals  nor  giveaways. 
Single  bills  are  to  be  rounded  out  with 
shorts  and  featurettes.  Russ  Desmond 
continues  as  house  manager  and  the  25- 
cent  admission  scale  will  be  retained. 

The  News-View  Newsreel  Theatre,  also 
operated  by  Greg  Carter,  owner  of  the  new 
Revival  Theatre,  will  continue  operations 
as  a newsreel  house. 


Charles  Behr  to  Operate 
Los  Angeles  Criterion 

Los  Angeles — Charles  Behr,  former  mid- 
western  theatreman,  has  leased  the  Cri- 
terion, downtown  house,  and  re-named 
it  the  Grand  Wilshire.  The  house,  dark 
the  majority  of  the  time  for  the  past  sev- 
eral years,  will  be  operated  by  Behr  on  a 
continuous-run  policy  with  a 30-cent  ad- 
mission scale  evenings. 


Valuskis  Repossessed 
From  Eisner,  Spinks 

WiLLOWBROOK,  Cal. — William  C.  Kohler, 
president  of  Theatre  Amusements,  Inc., 
requests  a correction  of  reports  that  the 
Valuskis  Theatre  here  had  been  purchased 
by  Kohler’s  company  from  V.  B.  Spinks 
and  George  Eisner. 

The  Valuskis,  Kohler  points  out,  was  re- 
possessed from  Spinks  and  Eisner. 


QPECIAL  sales  events  boosted  Salt  Lake 

department  store  sales  in  the  week  just 
ended  15  per  cent  higher  than  the  cor- 
responding week  last  year.  In  the  12 
months  ending  September  30,  total  assets 
of  Utah  banks  increased  from  $173,191,- 
594.93  to  $184,759,357.54,  a quarterly  re- 
port reveals. 

Idaho’s  scenic  beauty  is  the  subject  of 
a Universal  newsreel  entitled  ‘‘The  Valley 
of  the  Sunshine,”  which  was  screened  at 
Sun  Valley.  Idaho,  a few  days  ago.  Views 
of  the  rugged  Stanley  basin  country,  the 
Shoshone  ice  caves,  with  cowboys  skating 
on  natural  ice  ponds  within,  the  lava 
formations  of  the  Craters  of  the  Moon 
national  monument,  Redfish  lake,  rock 
climbing  on  Mt.  Heyvurn  aiid  Sun  Valley 
and  its  many  sports  are  all  included  in 
the  16-minute  reel. 

Salt  Lake  City  was  paid  a “first  official 
visit”  last  week  by  Gov.  Nels  H.  Smith 
of  Wyoming,  who  responded  to  an  invi- 
tation to  attend  the  Utah  premiere  of 
Wallace  Beery’s  new  picture,  “Wyoming,” 
filmed  in  his  native  state.  Governor 
Smith  had  a personal  representative  with 
the  company  at  all  times  to  facilitate  the 
work  of  the  picture-makers. 

‘‘Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?”  and  ‘‘Hit 
Parade  of  1941”  were  previewed  Hallowe’en 
in  Salt  Lake  City  by  the  trade  as  guests 
of  Sheffield-Republic. 

Several  radio  spots  are  being  utilized 
by  the  local  exhibitors  on  the  various 
stations  of  late.  World  Wide  News  is 
broadcast  from  the  lobby  of  the  Para- 
mount during  the  day.  Norman  Sprowl 
is  manager.  This  is  over  KDYL.  Cur- 
rent showings  at  the  Utah  Theatre  are 
broadcast  over  station  KSL  regularly 
now,  a feature  on  KUTA  is  in  the  form 
of  a tieup  the  Joe  Lawrence  Theatre  Co. 
has  with  this  station,  through  which  a 
guessing  game  earns  winners  tickets  to 
these  houses  in  Salt  Lake  and  Murray. 
Patrons  guess  the  names  of  musical  num- 
bers played  on  the  radio,  and  the  winners 
are  announced  over  the  air. 

RKO  Radio  in  Salt  Lake  City  screened 
‘‘Li’l  Abner”  and  ‘‘Wild  Cat  Out  West” 
this  week  to  well  pleased  audiences  . , . 
Manager  H.  C.  Fuller  is  currently  start- 
ing a sales  trip. 

“North  West  Mounted  Police”  now  open- 
ing at  the  Centre,  under  management  of 
Ray  Hendry,  is  receiving  added  exploita- 
tion through  a tieup  with  Lux  Toilet  Soap 
in  local  news-sheets,  as  well  as  the  lobby 
displays  and  announcements  arranged  by 
Hendry  at  the  theatre  for  some  time  past. 

Vice-president  Harry  David  of  Inter- 
mountain Theatres,  Inc.,  here,  and  Wil- 
liam Borack,  booker  and  buyer  for  this 
organization,  are  making  a tour  of  the  In- 
termountain circuit. 

Chas.  M.  Pincus  of  the  Utah  Theatre 
entertained  children  of  the  St.  Anne’s 
Orphanage  with  “Knute  Rockne — All 
American”  a few*  days  ago  . . . The  Salt 
Lake  Advertising  Club  was  shown  mo- 
tion pictures  on  salesmanship  by  John 
Longden,  assistant  manager  of  the  West- 
inghouse  Electric  Supply  Co.  here  this 
week. 

Manager  “Buck”  Wade  of  Universal  is 
heading  into  the  territory  after  having 
spent  some  time  in  the  local  arid  sur- 
rounding situations  and  after  having  had 
a conference  with  Al  J.  O’Keefe,  west- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 
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A FAIRLY  exciting  week  for  Seattle  was 
this  one.  Political  rallies,  the  draft, 
and  personal  appearances  of  film  stars. 
Melvyn  Douglas  planed  in  for  a Demo- 
cratic rally  at  the  Moore  Theatre  and 
made  appearances  at  Democratic  head- 
quarters. He  stumped  for  “the  third 
term”  . . . The  draft  drawing  found  Bill 
Duggan,  manager  of  Monogram,  among 
the  first  drawn;  likewise  Richard  Piske 
of  the  University  of  Washington  drama 
class  and  now  under  contract  to  Colum- 
bia . . . Charles  Laughton  spent  a day 
here  for  the  opening  of  his  picture,  “They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted.”  With  the 
star  was  Terry  Turner  of  the  RKO  pub- 
licity department  who,  with  Eddie  Lamb, 
local  branch  manager  for  RKO,  made 
sure  Laughton  got  plenty  of  breaks,  "^e 
picture  opened  at  the  Paramount,  doing 
a good  opening  day  business.  In  town 
on  the  same  day  was  Walter  Wanger,  be- 
ing campaigned  by  Sammy  Seigel  of  the 
United  Artists  office.  The  papers  claimed 
Joan  Bennett,  wife  of  the  producer  (who 
did  not  arrive  in  town  with  him) , calls  him 
“The  Lone  Wanger.”  A special  reception 
was  arranged  for  the  producer  and  he 
spent  most  of  his  time  being  interviewed 
both  by  newspapermen  and  theatre  own- 
ers. 

Mildred  Harris  Chaplin,  appearing  at 
the  Show  Box  for  Mike  Lyons,  was  a 
guest  of  honor  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  for 
the  opening  of  “The  Great  Dictator.” 
Her  reaction  to  the  picture  garnered  plenty 
of  space  in  the  dailies  . . . Paul  Roheson, 
Negro  singer  and  actor,  stopped  over  for 
a couple  of  hours  en  route  to  Vancouver, 
B.  C.,  to  round  out  a concert  tour.  He 
made  the  front  page  along  with  Laugh- 
ton and  Wanger  . . . John  Hamrick  of 
Hamrick-Evergreen  Theatres  announced  a 
special  price  for  children  to  see  the  Chap- 
lin picture  was  in  effect.  Kiddies  can 
see  “Dictator”  for  30  cents  . . . The  North- 
west Film  Club  held  a special  Hallowe’en 
party  for  its  members  and  friends  and  a 
big  gang  was  on  hand  to  watch  the  ma- 
gician and  other  vaudeville  acts  do  their 
stuff.  Pronounced  one  of  the  best  parties 
in  the  history  of  the  club.  More  will  be 
had  during  the  fall  season. 

Zella  Lamb,  wife  of  Eddie,  is  in  the 
hospital  suffering  with  a leg  broken  in  two 
places,  and  cuts  that  required  stitches. 
The  Lambs  were  hurrying  from  their  sum- 
mer home  on  Vashion  Island  to  catch  a 
ferry  when  she  slipped  on  a wet  planking 
and  fell  from  a high  bulkhead  to  the 
beach.  If  the  tide  had  been  in,  there 
would  have  been  no  damage,  but  with  it 
being  out,  Zella  landed  on  the  barnacled 
rocks  cutting  her  arm  and  leg  along  with 
the  breakage  . . . Dorothy  Carlson  of  the 
Universal  exchange  has  been  called  to 
Ohio  by  the  illness  of  her  father  . . . Don 
Hiatt  returned  from  the  east  driving  a 
new  car  . . . Louis  and  Mrs.  Goldsmith 
back  from  their  New  York  and  Washing- 
ton visit,  also  driving  a new  auto  . . . 
Charles  B.  Pogel,  supervisor  from  the 
M-G-M  New  York  office,  visiting  the  Se- 
attle exchange  . . . A.  S.  Dickinson,  repre- 
sentative of  the  Will  Hays  office,  flying 
out  for  Salt  Lake  after  a visit  here  with 
Herndon  Edmond.  While  here  he  made  an 
inspection  of  all  the  local  exchanges. 

Sam  Nathanson,  who  is  here  establish- 
ing offices  for  Producers  Releasing  Corp., 
has  placed  Bud  Meyer  of  Los  Angeles  as 
office  manager  under  Joe  Merrick,  branch 
manager  . . . Walter  Graham  on  the  Row 
from  Shelton.  His  son,  William,  severely 
injured  in  a fall  in  the  Olympic  moun- 


tains nine  weeks  ago,  was  taken  home 
from  the  hospital  this  week  but  will  be 
confined  to  his  bed  for  several  more  weeks 
. . . Hal  Daigler,  now  in  charge  of  thea- 
tre operations  for  B.  F.  Shearer’s  theatres, 
is  away  on  a three-week  trip  of  the  Alaska 
houses.  He  will  stop  over  at  Ketchikan 
and  Juneau  . . . Lloyd  and  Harriet  Lamb 
sending  regards  from  Madison,  Wis.  . . . 
Ben  Fish,  western  division  sales  manager 
for  United  Artists,  here  for  conferences 
with  the  opening  of  the  Chaplin  epic  . . . 
Mrs.  Frank  Newman  is  visiting  the  Pan- 
dro  Bermans  in  Hollywood  . . . Michael 
Mercy,  son  of  Junior,  celebrated  a birth- 
day this  week,  and  did  he  have  a grand 
time  . . . Charles  and  Mrs.  Code  of  Nome, 
Alaska,  will  spend  the  winter  on  the  coast 
. . . Al  O’Keefe,  western  sales  head  for 
Universal,  spending  a few  days  here  . . . 
George  Smith,  western  district  sales  head 
for  Paramount,  also  in  town  . . . J.  J. 
Whalen  and  Jack  Hays,  father  and  broth- 
er-in-law of  Frankie  Peacock,  in  from 
Vancouver,  B.  C.,  for  a visit. 

Dorothy  Holland  had  as  her  luncheon 
guests,  Minnie  Nelson,  Norma  Acteson,  La- 
vina  Bird,  Olea  Jorgenson  and  Margie 
Cromwell  . . . Mac  Rubenfeld  planed  out 
to  New  York  from  Spokane  after  receiv- 
ing word  of  the  death  of  his  brother,  Joe 
Rubenfeld  . . . Frank  and  Mrs.  Graham 
lunching  on  the  Row.  They  have  taken 
over  the  actual  operation  of  their  theatre 
in  Auburn  . . . Among  those  at  the  lunch- 
eon for  Walter  Wanger  at  the  Olympic 
Hotel  were  John  Hamrick,  J.  von  Her- 
berg,  L.  O.  Lukan,  Pete  Higgins,  Hal  Daig- 
ler, Ben  Shearer.  Junior  Mercy  and  John 
Danz  . . . Tiny  Burnett  over  from  Brem- 
erton . . . Peggy  Gillespie,  daughter  of 
Harry,  publicity  director  for  the  Mercy 
circuit,  here  from  Yakima  to  .ioin  the 
staff  of  Republic  . . . Word  fi’om  Juneau 
that  Dave  Gross  had  a very  successul 
opening  of  his  new  theatre,  the  20th  Cen- 
tury, this  week  . . . Senior  and  Beryl 
Mercy  off  to  New  York  for  a stay  . . . 
Tommy  Cleary,  auditor  for  Fox,  expects 
to  clean  up  his  work  here  this  next  week 
and  be  on  the  move  . . . Al  Rosenberg  con- 
fined to  his  home  with  a severe  cold  . . . 
Frank  Soule,  western  supervisor  for  Re- 
public, out  for  Salt  Lake  after  a couple 
of  weeks  here. 

The  Warner  (exchange)  Club  held  its 
annual  party  and  it  teas  a huge  success 
. . . Leo  Adler,  auditor  for  United  Artists, 
away  for  other  parts  . . . Duncan  Mc- 
Pherson in  from  Mason  City  . . . Ollie 
Hartman  and  son  in  from  Grand  Coulee 
. . . Dean  Lewis,  district  manager  for 
Farnsworth,  radio  and  television  company, 
here  from  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Exhibitor  Independents' 
Activity  Is  Routine 

Los  Angeles — Nothing  more  than  rou- 
tine activity  is  reported  by  the  Independ- 
ent Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Calif  and  Ariz. 
and  its  parent  body,  the  Pacific  Coast 
Conference  of  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers, for  the  next  week  or  so. 

Late  in  November,  however,  a meeting 
of  the  PCCITO  trustees  has  been  called, 
to  discuss  the  course  of  action  that  or- 
ganization will  undertake  in  regard  to  the 
consent  decree  which  has  been  embraced 
by  the  major  companies  and  the  govern- 
ment. The  PCCITO  opposes  certain  con- 
sent decree  clauses,  particularly  the  blocks 
of  five  proviso,  and  may  send  a delegate 
to  New  York  to  officially  record  that  op- 
position. 


Bag  Two  Bucks 

Sheridan,  Ore. — Two  bucks  were  bagged 
by  Bob  Mattecheck  of  the  Lark,  McMinn- 
ville, Ore.,  and  W.  H.  Hibbert  of  the  Hi- 
Way  here,  on  a two-day  hunting  trip  in 
eastern  Oregon.  The  exhibitor-hunters 
were  accompanied  by  four  friends. 
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ern  district  manager,  and  Bill  Heineman, 
western  sales  manager. 

Manager  G.  S.  Pinnell  of  the  local 
Sheffield-Republic  offices,  came  in  this 
week  after  a successful  trek  in  the  south- 
ern section  of  Utah  . . . W.  W.  McKen- 
drick,  manager  here  for  Monogram  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  has  left  recently  for  Southern 
Utah  territory  . . . Manager  Sam  Gard- 
ner of  M-G-M  is  working  in  Montana 
again. 

Stanley  Steck,  exhibitor  of  Los  Angeles, 
who  formerly  operated  theatres  in  the  In- 
termountain region,  is  returning  to  Los 
Angeles  after  a visit  with  acquamtances 
and  friends  here. 

F.  H.  Smith,  local  branch  manager  for 
Paramount,  returned  from  a highly  satis- 
factory sales  trip  throughout  the  Missoula 
section  of  Montana,  a few  days  ago  . . . 
Columbia’s  manager.  Bill  Seib,  is  still  in 
Montana,  having  gone  into  this  territory 
immediately  after  conferring  with  Mike 
Newman,  exploitation  man  who  was  here 
from  Hollywood  recently  working  on 
“Arizona”  . . . Traveling  Auditor  L.  L. 
Savage  for  Columbia  is  continuing  here  a 
while  longer  before  going  on  to  Denver. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
FAIR  SURPLUS 

We  now  have  on  our  floor  90%  oi  the 
motion  picture  equipment  from  the  San 
Francisco  Fair.  This  equipment  is  re- 
conditioned and  in  perfect  shape.  All 
listings  are  subject  to  prior  sale. 

1 |>r.  HOLMES  l*rofessi<niaI  85iiun  Low  In- 
tensity Ares  eoinplete  with  reetifiers, 
bases,  sound,  ete. 

New  $3,3«d.00 Our  Price  .i;i  ,500.00 

Same  as  above  with  Hi  Intensity  Tramps. 

New  $2,725.00 Our  Price  $1,700.00 

1 Sinjfle  HOLMES  Professi<uial  as  above 
with  Hi  Intensity  Arc. 

New  $1,500.00.  . . Our  Price  $1,000.00 

1 pr.  HOLMES  Educator  35min  Mazda  Port- 
al>le. 

New  $1,135.00 Our  Ihice  $ 900.00 

1 pr.  Simpex  with  bases,  inag-azines,  RCA 
Rotary  Stabilized  sound  complete  except 

lamps Our  Price  $1,500.00 

1 pr.  Powers  6B  Complete  with  sound.  Re- 
flector lamp.s,  rectifier,  motors, 

etc Our  Price  $ 750.00 

1 pr.  Hell  and  Howell  Filmo  Arc  complete 
with,  amplifier,  speaker,  rectifiers,  etc. 

New  $2,252.50 Our  Price  $1,500.00 

1 Singfle  Hell  and  Howell  Filmo  Arc  com- 
plete with  amplifier,  speaker,  rectifier, 
etc. 

New  $1,275.00 Our  Price  $ 850.00 

Projection  Room  Tables — Film  Cabinets — 
Automatic  Rewinds. 

Grisw<»ld  Si>Iicers — Tickets — Stereopticans — 
And  Other  xVccessories. 

C.  R.  SKINNER  MFG.  CO. 

290  Turk  Street  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Phone  Ordway  6909 
Cable  Address  CRSCO 
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H N ALL  DAY  rain  on  election  day  kept 
most  of  the  folks  home  near  their 
radios.  For  those  who  did  venture  out 
to  attend  the  shows,  returns  on  the  voting 
throughout  the  country  were  given  peri- 
odically by  all  theatres.  The  Telenews  kept 
a running  score  on  its  marquee  and  by 
means  of  a direct  wire  to  both  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  and  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  informed  the  peo- 
ple inside  and  outside  the  theatre  of  the 
latest  up-to-the-minute  balloting. 

RKO  sneaked  the  new  Kay  Kyser  film 
into  town  over  the  weekend  and  previewed 
it  on  Saturday  iiight  to  an  Oakland  au- 
dience at  the  Grand  Lake.  On  Sunday 
matinee  it  was  shown  at  the  Alexandria 
on  the  San  Francisco  side.  A big  pre- 
miere is  planned  for  the  picture  at  the 
Golden  Gate  late  this  month  . . . Nate 
Bernstein  of  the  National  Screen  office  is 
recovering  from  an  appendectomy  . . . 
Don  Donahue,  formerly  of  the  Davies  here, 
now  is  managing  the  Jose  in  San  Jose  for 
Lawrence  Borg  . . . Floyd  Bernard,  20th- 
Fox  salesman,  has  been  beaming  all  week. 
The  reason — the  arrival  of  a seven-pound 
daughter. 

An  early  morning  fire  destroyed  the 
Avenue  Theatre,  Sunday,  November  3.  The 
blaze  evidently  started  from  within  and 
before  it  was  discovered  had  gutted  the 
interior  of  the  house.  The  theatre  is 
owned  by  Ben  Levin  and  was  fully  cov- 
ered by  insurance.  Levin  plans  to  rebuild 
immediately  . . . Rodda  Harvey  is  up  in 
Idaho  Elk  hunting  with  Bill  Heineman 
. . . Pat  Patterson  is  now  handling  the 
Coulter  Premiums  in  this  territory.  Pat 
will  introduce  a cosmetics  giveaway  to 
this  area. 

Joe  Blumenfeld  has  put  his  Vogue  The- 
atre up  for  sale  . . . Film  Alliance  products 
in  this  territory  are  being  handled  by 
Ben  Westland.  He  has  booked  several 
into  the  Golden  State  circuit  . . . Bill  Cook 
on  the  Row  completing  plans  for  his  new 
theatre  in  Winnemucca  which  will  open 
some  time  in  December  . . . George  Raft 
in  town  last  Monday  to  see  his  fighter, 
George  Latka.  tangle  with  Sammy  Angott. 
Raft,  who  owns  the  paper  on  Latka.  saw 
his  boy  get  a draw  with  the  favored  An- 
gott . . . The  ITO  did  a fine  fob  fighting 
the  Daylight  Saving  proposition  and  were 
pleased  to  see  it  defeated  by  a landslide. 

“Freedom  of  the  Press  Week”  was  pro- 
claimed and  observed  this  week  in  both 
Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco.  This  week 
was  proclaimed  in  honor  of  the  picture, 
“Dispatch  Fi-om  Reuter’s,”  which  opened 
at  the  Warfield.  At  the  opening  cere- 
monies carrier  pigeons  winged  over  the 
400  miles  separating  the  two  cities  carry- 
ing messages  heralding  the  oi>ening  of  the 
week  and  the  picture.  Alice  Edens,  rep- 
resenting the  Warfield,  helped  Mayor 
Rossi  with  the  launching. 

Julian  Harvey  bought  the  San  Jose 
Bowling  Palace  this  week.  Harvey  formerly 
owned  three  theatres  in  San  Jose  and  re- 
turns to  this  city  which  he  claims  as  his 
home  . . . Herbert  Griffin,  president  of 
Projecto  International,  visiting  the  Row  be- 
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fore  returning  to  New  York  after  attend- 
ing the  convention  i?i  Los  Angeles  . . . The 
ITO  trustees  will  meet  November  12  and  13 
for  one  of  their  periodic  get-togethers. 

Bob  Hope  smashed  the  all-time  record 
for  the  Pacific  Auto  Show  when  he  played 
to  capacity  audiences  at  every  perform- 
ance . . . The  Golden  State  circuit  is  build- 
ing houses  in  Seaside  and  Monterey.  Both 
these  theatres  will  cash  in  on  the  boom 
going  on  in  the  Salinas  territory  due  to 
the  activity  at  the  Army  camps  there. 
All  theatres  in  this  district  are  prospering 
even  though  the  Army  has  one  theatre  in 
Camp  Ord  and  is  building  another. 

Jack  Tillman  had  the  front  of  his  au- 
tomobile smashed  in  a freak  accident  on 
the  Oakland  Bay  Bridge.  Tillman’s  was 
the  sixth  car  in  a six-car  pile-up  and  we 
are  glad  to  report  all  damage  was  confined 
to  the  car  . . . M-G-M  previewed  “Escape” 
for  the  trade  this  week  . . . The  Down- 
town in  Oakland  celebrates  its  first  anni- 
versary next  week  . . . Jerome  Safron 
planed  in  from  Hollywood  for  several  days 
at  the  local  Columbia  exchange  . . . Mau- 
reen Stillman,  Columbia  inspectress,  is  on 
the  sick  list. 

Jack  Redman  on  the  Row  booking  for 
his  theatre  at  Half  Moon  Bay.  Jack  re- 
ports business  is  fine  down  his  way  . . . 
“Seven  Sinners”  previewed  for  the  circuit 
heads  early  this  week  by  Universal  . . . 
“Mark  of  Zorro”  also  on  the  showing  list 
for  this  week  . . . E.  V.  Clover  on  the  Row, 
booking  for  the  Rex  in  Oroville. 


Rites  for  Pasmezoglu 
Held  Nov,  6 in  L,  A, 

Los  Angeles — Funeral  services  were  held 
November  6 for  Hector  M.  E.  Pasmezoglu, 
branch  manager  for  National  Screen  Serv- 
ice, at  the  Wee  Kirk  O’  the  Heather.  In- 
terment followed  at  Forest  Lawn.  Pas- 
mezoglu, 53,  died  as  the  result  of  com- 
plications following  an  abdominal  opera- 
tion at  Hollywood  Hospital.  Survived  by 
a widow,  two  daughters  and  a son,  Pas- 
mezoglu had  been  with  NSS  for  six  years 
and  took  over  management  of  the  local 
last  August. 


Alexander  Otiicial  Dies 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo. — A heart  at- 
tack October  29  proved  fatal  for  John 
T.  White,  41,  secretary-treasurer  and 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Alexander  Film  Co.  White,  who  had  been 
with  Alexander  the  past  16  years,  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  a daughter,  his  mother 
and  sister.  Succeeding  White  to  the  sec- 
retary-treasurer’s post  is  Ed  Foster,  and 
on  the  directorate,  Verne  Cheever. 


Goldfarb  Will  Build 

National  City,  Cal. — Harry  Goldfarb 
will  shortly  launch  construction  on  a new, 
de  luxe  900-seat  house.  Goldfarb  operates 
the  National  Theatre  here. 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

"Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 

Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 

1964  So,  Vermont  RO.  1145 

LOS  ANGELES 


gUDDY  MYER,  Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

salesman,  has  pulled  out  for  the  north- 
west, where  PRC  has  opened  branch  of- 
fices in  Seattle  and  Portland.  Myer  takes 
over  as  manager  of  both  exchanges  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  B.  Emanuel  of  For- 
eign Films  exchange  are  vacationing  for 
a few  days  at  Gilman’s  Hot  Springs. 

Doc  Shaw,  veteran  film  salesman,  is  now 
with  Film  Alliance  . . . Mike  Newman, 
Columbia  exploiteer,  has  checked  out  for 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  where  Columbia’s  “Arizona” 
is  scheduled  for  its  world  premiere,  No- 
vember 15-16  . . . On  the  Row:  Isaac 
Blum,  Mecca.  Mojave;  Charles  Perrizo, 
operator  of  the  Dreamland  and  Mission; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gus  Acosta,  Rex,  Fresno. 

In  town:  E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenberg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz.;  Tommy 
Huntington,  Seville,  Chula  Vista;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  Molina,  Placentia,  Placentia;  Jer- 
ome Safron,  western  district  manager  for 
Columbia,  is  now  a member  of  United 
Airlines  One  Hundred  Thousand  Mile  Club, 
having  traveled  that  distance  via  air. 

Majestic  has  acquired  four  British-made 
Alliance  features  and  is  readying  them  for 
immediate  distribution  in  this  territory  . . . 
Clarence  Mullins  of  the  World  Theatre  has 
returned  from  a vacatioji  trip  to  New 
York  via  the  Panama  Canal  . . . Carolyn 
Jackson,  secretary  at  the  Carthay  Circle, 
is  now  Mrs.  Al  Lazarus.  He  manages  Fox 
West  Coast’s  Lido. 

Election  returns  were  broadcast  in  65 
Fox  West  Coast  houses  through  the  terri- 
tory. Special  hookup  was  via  direct  wire 
to  Station  KNX  . . . Walter  Wanger’s 
“The  Long  Voyage  Home”  replaced  Wan- 
ger’s “Foreign  Correspondent”  in  the  Four 
Star  Theatre  November  6 after  the  latter 
feature  had  completed  a six-week  run. 

W.  E.  Calloway  of  Warner  checked  out 
for  Arizona  on  a selling  trip  . . . On  the 
Row:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tony  Bon  of  the  Rex 
in  Fresno;  R.  Williams,  Meralta,  Downey 
. . . Mike  Levinson,  independent  distribu- 
tor, back  in  towji  after  a brief  jaunt  to 
Santa  Barbara  ...  Ed  Collins,  former 
M-G-M  clerk,  dropped  in  at  the  exchange 
to  say  goodbye  to  the  boys  and  girls.  He’s 
on  his  way  to  Melford,  Ore.,  and  a position 
in  a lumber  camp  there. 

Bill  Kohler,  head  booker  at  Astor  Pic- 
tures, has  resigned  to  accept  a position 
as  manager  of  the  Valuskis  in  Willowbrook 
. . . Bob  Beretta  has  been  replaced  by 
Ernie  Silcox  as  manager  of  the  Lomita 
in  Lomita.  Berretta  is  selling  theatrical 
equipment  for  J.  P.  Filbert  . . . S.  M. 
Pariseau,  branch  manager  at  Altec  Serv- 
ice, checked  out  for  San  Francisco  and 
Salt  Lake  City  on  business  . . . Booking; 
Jack  Goldberg  of  the  Bronstein  circuit; 
Boris  Posner,  operator  of  the  Arlington, 
and  Joe  Sloate  of  the  Maynard. 

Al  Galston  and  Jay  Sutton,  operators 
of  the  Marcal  and  Hawaii  theatres  in 
Hollywood,  will  function  as  judges  for  the 
“Sing  With  the  Band”  contest  to  be  staged 
as  a highlight  of  the  annual  Filmrow  dance 
November  15.  Affair  is  being  staged  by 
lATSE  Local  B-61  . . . A.  J.  O'Keefe,  Uni- 
versal’s western  district  manager,  back 
from  a quick  trip  to  Sa7i  Francisco. 

Ben  Fish,  western  district  head  for 
United  Artists,  planed  out  for  a visit  to  the 
Denver  office  . . . Bert  Lentz,  Columbia 
salesman,  back  in  town  from  a selling  trip 
through  the  southwestern  territory  . . . 
Mike  Levinson,  independent  distributor,  is 
in  Santa  Barbara  for  a few  days. 
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"Kick-Off  Breakfast"  Copyright  Office  to  Crack  Down 
Opens  Balaban  Drive  On  "Bootleggers"  of  Prints 


Chicago — With  Charlie  Chaplin  as  guest 
star,  executives,  managers  and  assistants 
of  Balaban  & Katz  launched  the  local 
Barney  Balaban  Drive  in  celebration  of 
Balaban ’s  fifth  anniversary  as  president  of 
Paramount  at  a “Kick-Off  Breakfast”  in 
the  Blackstone  Hotel.  Chaplin,  whose 
“Great  Dictator”  is  playing  at  B&K’s  Apol- 
lo and  Roosevelt  theatres,  said  he  was 
certainly  pleased  that  such  a live-wire  or- 
ganization was  exhibiting  his  film  in 
Chicago. 

In  keeping  with  the  “Kick-Off”  motif, 
the  entire  Observation  Room  at  the  Black- 
stone  was  transformed  into  a B&K  Sta- 
dium complete  from  sectional  seating  ar- 
rangements and  collegiate,  colored  deco- 
rations, to  goal  posts  topped  by  a photo 
blow-up  of  Balaban.  Each  guest  received 
an  invitation  designed  as  a football  ticket 


and  attached  to  a miniature  pigskin  foot- 
ball. 

Speakers  launching  the  drive,  which  will 
run  from  November  22  through  December 
21,  were  John  Balaban,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  B&K;  Walter  Immerman,  gen- 
eral manager,  and  Harry  Lustgarten,  dis- 
trict manager  and  chairman  of  the  Drive 
Committee.  Members  of  the  committee  are 
Dave  Balaban,  Dave  Wallerstein,  Nate 
Platt,  Abe  Platt,  Jack  Sampson  and  Jack 
Abraham. 

Promotion  is  being  handled  by  B&K  pub- 
licists, Ed  Seguin  and  Jack  Garber. 


Adapts  "Pioneer  Woman" 
Hollywood — W.  L.  River  is  adapting 
“The  Pioneer  Woman”  for  William  Well- 
man, Paramount  producer-director. 


By  HAL  TATE 

Chicago — Boxoffice  learns  that  law 
suits  will  shortly  be  filed  in  Illinois  and 
Indiana  federal  courts  against  a number  of 
exhibitors  on  charges  of  copyright  in- 
fringement following  a special  investiga- 
tion conducted  by  the  Copyright  Protec- 
tion Bureau  under  the  direction  of  Harold 
Groves,  district  supervisor. 

For  the  past  two  months  two  crews  of 
special  agents  for  the  bureau  have  been 
auditing  all  exchanges  in  this  territory  to 
find  out  the  prints  that  are  unaccounted 
for.  And  for  the  past  six  months,  special 
bureau  agents  have  been  thoroughly  can- 
vassing all  exhibitors  in  this  territory  in 
regard  to  illegal  usage  of  film  prints.  The 
Copyright  Bureau  has  checked  all  the  data 
obtained  by  the  agents  and  has  turned  all 
the  information  over  to  Edward  A.  Sargoy, 
special  attorney  in  New  York,  who  acts  in 
behalf  of  all  the  major  film  companies  in 
this  copyright  infringement  work.  Sargoy, 
in  turn,  will  turn  the  data  over  to  local 
law  firms  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  who  will 
prosecute  for  infringement  of  the  copy- 
right laws.  Spitz  & Adcock  will  handle 
the  cases  in  Chicago. 

Trade  Cooperates 

Groves  told  Boxoffice,  “The  activities 
of  the  bureau  have  had  the  whole-hearted 
cooperation  and  approval  of  all  leading 
exhibitor  organizations.  Exhibitors  and 
distributors  alike  have  joined  hands  in  an 
endeavor  to  rid  the  industry  of  this  unfair 
competition  which  has  been  one  of  the  in- 
dustry’s worst  evils.” 

He  said  that  distributors  and  exhibitors 
alike  were  united  in  stamping  out  the 
bootlegging  of  picture  prints.  “Honest  ex- 
hibitors have  aided  the  bureau’s  work  by 
reporting  crooked  exhibitors  who  show 
prints  obtained  illegally.” 

Exhibitors  caught  giving  unlicensed  ex- 
hibitions are  liable  under  the  law  to  pay 
$250  for  each  offense.  This  amount,  known 
as  compensatory  damages,  is  fixed  by 
statute.  The  unlicensed  exhibition  of  a 
motion  picture  has  been  held  to  be  a 
copyright  infringement  by  federal  courts 
all  over  the  country. 

In  the  past  the  Copyright  Protection 
Bureau  has  obtained  numerous  convictions 
of  “film  bootleggers.”  About  a year  ago  in 
Chicago  a conviction  was  obtained  of  a 
man  who  was  copying  prints,  and  last  sum- 
mer two  men  were  convicted  of  bootleg 
trafficking  in  stolen  prints. 

Reimer  and  Smith  Win 
Honors  lor  Campaign 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. — F.  J.  Reimer  and 
Warren  Smith,  of  Quimby  Theatres,  have 
been  awarded  M-G-M  Honor  Roll  Buttons 
for  their  outstanding  exploitation  cam- 
paign for  “Strike  Up  the  Band”  at  the 
Emboyd  here. 

Highlights  of  the  campaign  included  an 
amateur  talent  contest  sponsored  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Fort  Wayne  Journal- 
Gazette,  with  radio  plugs  for  film  and  con- 
test: a street  parade,  use  of  trolley  car 
cards,  bumper  strips,  mailing  stickers; 
contest  for  girl  with  most  fraternity  pins, 
and  numerous  fashion  window  and  music 
tieups. 


Benchley  as  Deanna's  Dad 
Hollywood — Robert  Benchley  will  play 
Deanna  Durbin’s  father  in  her  next  for 
Universal,  “Nice  Girl.” 


At  the  Barney  Balaban  Drive  Launching — 

Above,  the  "Kick-Off  Breakfast”  for  the  B&K  circuit’s  celebration  of  the 
fifth  anniversary  of  Barney  Balaban  as  president  of  Paramount.  The  locale 
is  the  Blackstone  Hotel  in  Chicago.  Below,  left  to  right,  Ben  Eisenberg, 
UA  Chicago  exchange;  W.  K.  Hollander,  publicity  director  of  B&K;  John 
Balaban,  B&K  secretary-treasurer ; Charlie  Chaplin,  guest  star  of  the 
breakfast;  Walter  Immerman,  B&K  general  manager,  and  Irving  Schlank, 
UA  Chicago  manager. 
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SPRINGFIELD 


j 

JAMES  HOGAN,  doorman  at  the  Roxy, 
^ has  enlisted  in  the  Army.  He  leaves 
November  25  for  a camp  in  Louisiana  . . . 
Orville  Keirs  is  the  new  chief  of  service 
at  the  Fox-Lincoln,  Manager  C.  C.  Mur- 
ray announces.  He  takes  the  post  vacated 
by  Ray  Coe,  now  assistant  manager  . . . 
George  Kerasotes,  Kerasotes  Theatres,  went 
to  Chicago  to  see  the  preview  of  “The 
Great  Dictator.” 

M.  E.  Berman,  manager  of  the  Orpheum, 
was  well  pleased  with  the  2,400  attendance 
to  the  stage  production  of  “The  Little 
Foxes,”  starring  Tallulah  Bankhead.  The- 
atre capacity  is  2,700  . . . Gene  Rich,  for- 
merly with  Boxoffice  and  now  publicist 
for  M-G-M,  visited  M.  E.  Berman  at  the 
Orpheum  while  in  Springfield  . . . K.  C. 
Whetstone,  city  manager  at  Keokuk,  and 
his  assistant,  Mr.  Westley,  were  visitors  at 
the  Frisina  home  office. 

Pete  Nepote,  manager  for  Frisina  at 
Robinson,  held  a special  screening  of 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American.”  The  pro- 
gram was  in  charge  of  three  all-Ameri- 
cans who  played  with  Notre  Dame.  A din- 
ner in  the  hotel  was  part  of  the  affair  . . . 
Frisina’s  home  office  staff  took  in  the 
Notre  Dame-Illinois  game.  Those  attend- 
ing included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Giachetto, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dominic  Giachetto,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bill  Feldstein,  Piro  Pedrucci  and 
sons,  Randolph  and  Joe,  Howard  Moore 
and  Joe  Nepote. 

“Arise  My  Love”  is  having  its  midwest 
premiere  at  the  Orpheum  . . . C.  C.  Mur- 
ray, manager  of  the  Fox-Lincoln,  reports 
that  despite  the  pre-election  slump,  “The 
Westerner”  is  doing  great  business  at  his 
theatre  . . . When  Lum  and  Abner  ap- 
peared in  person  at  the  Orpheum,  M.  E. 
Berman,  manager,  arranged  for  them  to 
visit  one  of  their  admirers  who  was  ill 
at  a local  hospital. 


Takes  to  Air — 

Ed  Rosenbaum.  Columbia  exploiteer, 
who  flew  over  the  eastern  territory  as 
a member  of  the  Arizona  Flying  Press 
Squadron  to  pre-sell  “Arizona.”  Ed’s 
area  has  its  center  in  Chicago. 


Zaring  Marks  Egyptian's 
Filteenth  Anniversary 

Indianapolis — A.  C.  Zaring,  operator  of 
the  Egyptian  Theatre,  is  celebrating  the 
15th  anniversary  of  the  theatre  opening. 

Zaring  has  long  been  active  in  the  Asso- 
ciated Theatre  Owners  of  Indiana  and  is 
a director  of  the  local  Variety  Club.  One 
of  his  private  philanthropies  is  the  annual 
Christmas  Party  for  all  the  orphans  of 
Marion  county. 

Unfortunately  Zaring  wasn’t  able  to  at- 
tend the  celebration  last  Saturday  night 
at  the  theatre  as  he  has  been  ill  and  con- 
fined to  his  home  for  the  past  several  days. 


BADGER  FILTERS  for  Air  Conditioning  Systems 


LOW  COST  — EFFICIENT 
FLAMEPROOF 

• 

Stop  More  Dirt 
cmd 

Pass  More  Air 


Special  Intro- 
ductory Offer 
(Sizes  20x20 
and  16x25) 
$1.00 
• 


BADGER  MANUFACTURING  & SALES  COMPANY 

743  NORTH  FOURTH  STREET  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


MlilllLWAlUKIEIE 

^'JJORTH  West  Mounted  Police,”  after  a 
week  in  Fox’s  Palace  and  Wisconsin, 
holds  over  for  a second  week  at  the  cir- 
cuit’s Palace  and  Strand  . . . Tosa  Thea- 
tre, under  the  new  operation  of  Marcus 
& Svernoff,  reopened  November  6 after  in- 
stalling new  seats,  sound  and  screen  . . . 
Local  Variety  Tent  staged  a boxing  show 
at  the  Eagles  ballroom  last  week  for  its 
Heart  of  Variety  fimd.  Receipts  from  the 
affair  totaled  $2,549.32  . . . Pat  O’Brien 
has  been  named  honorary  chairman  of 
Marquette  University’s  20th  annual  home- 
coming and  has  promised  to  attend  No- 
vember 15  and  16  with  his  wife. 

A farewell  party  was  tendered  Joe  Im- 
ho f by  M-G-M  exchange  employes.  Im- 
hof  left  to  become  office  manager  of  the 
Chicago  branch  . . . George  and  Paul 
Langheinrich,  operators  of  the  Burleigh 
Theatre,  have  been  instrumental  in  the 
formation  of  the  Burleigh  Street  Business- 
men’s Ass'n.  The  former  has  been  elected 
president  and  the  latter  secretary  of  the 
new  group  . . . Manning  Silverman,  mana- 
ger of  the  Ogden,  was  gotten  out  of  bed  at 
1:30  a.  m.  on  a morning  last  week  by 
police  to  open  his  theatre  to  permit  an 
ll-year-old  lad,  who  had  been  locked  in 
the  house,  to  return  to  his  home. 

Jack  Roberts,  now  operating  a tour- 
ist camp  at  Waukesha,  was  movie  double 
for  the  late  Tom  Mix  . . . Newest  theatre 
managers  to  lend  their  endorsement  to 
Harvester  cigars  in  newspaper  advertising 
are  William  Exton  of  the  Roosevelt  in 
Kenosha;  Leonard  Freid  of  the  O’Klare  in 
Eau  Claire,  and  Robert  Guiterman  of  the 
Capitol  in  Manitowoc.  All  agree  that  “It’s 
the  cigar  for  all  occasions.” 

Erwin  Searle,  25,  an  employe  of  the  Bea- 
con in  Superior,  was  the  holder  of  No.  192 
— the  second  drawn  in  the  national  draft 
lottery.  Searle  is  unmarried  . . . Fox’s 
Lyric  at  Stevens  Point  is  conducting  Home 
Talent  nights  every  Saturday  . . . Frank 
Blanchard,  for  several  years  house  mana- 
ger at  the  Gem  in  Cornell,  has  accepted 
a position  with  the  draft  board  in  Chippe- 
wa Falls,  Wis. 

Life  Newsreels  is  shooting  a local  film 
in  Kenosha  to  be  shown  at  the  Kenosha 
. . . Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  by  Platteville  Theatres  at  Platteville 
with  C.  J.  Lunenschloss,  C.  A.  Cutter,  P.  G. 
Stathis  and  W.  Brucken  as  incorporators 
. . . Reports  are  current  that  a Drive-In 
will  be  erected  at  Madison  next  spring  to 
be  operated  by  Fox  . . . Latest  union  to 
oppose  the  proposal  to  permit  daylight 
saving  time  in  Wisconsin  is  the  Railway 
Equipment  Painters’  Local  392. 


Claims  Money  Making  Has 
"Reduced"  Theatre  Art 

St.  Louis — Eva  le  Gallienne,  in  a lecture 
here  before  the  Washington  University 
Ass’n,  deplored  the  fact  that  the  art  of 
the  theatre  “has  been  reduced  to  the  busi- 
ness of  making  money.” 

Talking  motion  pictures,  she  said,  have 
helped  the  legitimate  theatre  because  the 
productions  of  the  latter  are  fewer  but 
better,  while  those  of  the  “Getting  Gertie’s 
Garter”  type  have  been  “relegated  to  Hol- 
lywood.” Unfortunately,  she  continued, 
“actors  who  are  a lazy  lot  have  been  at- 
tracted to  the  film  capital,  including  a 
number  who  should  be  the  backbone  of  the 
theatre.” 
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Party  in  Indianapolis — 

The  M-G-M  Club  in  Indianapolis  surprised  Office  Manager  Foster  B. 
Gauker  with  a party  on  the  occasion  of  his  ISth  year  with  the  company. 
At  the  front  table,  left  to  right:  Tim  Cleary,  Marie  Kreilein,  Whitey 
Wagner,  Betty  Brown,  Joe  Sullivan,  Hazel  Gorman,  H.  H.  Marshall,  Naomi 
Rhodes,  Dewey  Taute,  Madeleine  Cornet,  Jerry  Adams,  Doris  Rodgers, 
Harry  Stevens,  Ruth  Sipe,  Wade  W.  Willman,  branch  manager;  and  the 
guest  of  honor,  F.  B.  Gauker.  At  the  rear  table,  left  to  right:  Irene 
O’Brien,  Don  MacLeod,  Margaret  Wilson,  Virgil  Eskridge,  Lena  McRob- 
erts.  Bill  Schwartz,  Bob  Rigsbee,  Alice  Worland,  Darlene  Willman,  Mary 
Harding,  Bud  Farrell,  Florence  Jolley,  Katie  Pyle  and  Klaska  Johnson. 


/^SCAR  LEVANT,  pianist  and  member  of 
^ RKO’s  “Information,  Please”  series, 
will  be  in  Chicago  December  1 to  present 
an  all-Gershwin  program  with  a full  sym- 
phony orchestra  at  the  Auditorium  Thea- 
tre ..  . Radio  and  motion  pictures  can’t 
even  get  along  when  it  comes  to  party 
dates.  Filmrow’s  big  affair,  the  Warner 
Club  Party,  will  be  held  at  the  Morrison 
Hotel,  November  29.  The  very  same  night 
the  American  Federation  of  Radio  Artists 
will  hold  their  “Afra  Antics”  at  the  Sher- 
man. 

Joel  Douglas,  announcer  for  WAAF,  is 
doubling  as  narrator  for  trailers  made  by 
Filmack  and  Atlas  Film  Co.  . . . Nan  Miska 
has  been  appointed  secretary  in  this  terri- 
tory . . . “Wyoming”  and  “World  in 
Flames,”  which  preceded  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator” at  the  Roosevelt,  was  the  first  time 
that  the  B&K  house  had  shown  a double 
feature. 

The  life  of  Barney  Balaban,  Paramount 
president,  authored  by  Ann  Marsters,  ap- 
peared in  Sunday’s  Her  aid- American  . . . 
Bob  Hickey  has  been  tearing  his  hair  try- 
ing to  locate  a Katherine  or  Kitty  Foyle 
in  Chicago.  Seems  that  Christopher  Mor- 
ley  got  the  name  “Kitty  Foyle”  by  picking 
the  name  in  a Chicago  telephone  directory. 
But  there’s  no  such  name  listed  in  the 
local  phone  book.  Seems  the  RKO  pub- 
licity boys  in  Hollywood  want  the  dope  in 
connection  with  the  company’s  forthcom- 
ing picture  of  “Kitty  Foyle.” 

Filmack  Trailer  reports  a big  demand 
for  their  “Go  to  Church”  trailers.  Trailers 
are  applicable  to  all  patrons  regardless  of 
creed  or  religious  affiliation. 

Nate  Gross,  “Town  Tattler”  in  Herald- 
American,  is  in  New  York  for  two  weeks 
. . . All  theatres  cooperating  100  per  cent 
in  playing  Red  Cross  trailers  starting  No- 
vember 10  . . . Jack  Benny  planed  in  to 
see  his  father,  Mayer  Kubelsky,  who  has 
been  seriously  ill  at  Embassy  Hotel  . . . 
William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  manager 
of  Metro,  through  town  on  way  back  to 
New  York  after  looking  over  company’s 
new  product  in  Hollywood. 

Warner  squibs:  One  of  first  exhibitors 
whose  draft  number  was  among  the  first 
chosen,  was  Marcel  Brazon,  formerly  man- 
ager of  Warner’s  Avalon  and  now  manager 
of  the  circuit’s  Venetian  in  Racine  . . . 
Shore  will  be  re-seated  with  Krohler  push- 
back  seats.  Frolic  also  being  “dolled  up” 
. . . Bachelors  at  Warner’s,  all  in  the  draft 
age  limit,  are  Alex  Halperin,  Karl  Heyl, 
Cliff  Schmidt,  Ray  Dunn  and  Jerry  Mc- 
Whorter . . . James  Coston  and  Alex  Hal- 
perin have  returned  from  New  York  busi- 
ness trip  . . . Booker  Frank  Williams  and 
frau  spent  several  days  in  hospital  fol- 
lowing auto  accident. 

National  Screen  expanding  staff  due  to 
increase  in  special  trailer  business.  Robert 
Moore  has  been  added  to  Duke  Hickey’s 
art  department  while  Joe  Crosse  has  been 
assigned  as  assistant  to  Clarence  Fuglsang, 
production  director  . . . Harris  Silverberg, 
manager  of  National  Screen’s  Chicago  of- 
fice, to  New  York  for  conferences  with 
home  office  . . . Fred  Mindlin,  formerly  of 
Chicago  office  of  International  Enter- 
prises and  now  with  the  firm  in  New 
York,  writes  he’s  getting  along  swell. 

Carl  Krueger  left  for  Detroit  Tuesday 
to  work  on  “Arise  My  Love,”  which  has  its 
first  major  mid-western  engagement  at 
the  Michigan,  Detroit,  starting  November 
15  . . . Henry  Giertych,  operator  at  the 


Parthenon,  became  father  of  twins  Octo- 
ber 31.  Warner  Club  paid  $100  to  new 
papa — $50  per  baby  . . . Andy  Kenney,  as- 
sistant to  Warner  Theatre  Publicist  Larry 
Stein,  now  conducting  “Kenney’s  Kom- 
ments,”  news  about  local  Warnerites,  in 
the  circuit’s  exploitation  bulletin. 

Illinois,  Indiana  and  Wisconsin  theatre 
managers  for  Warner  will  hold  meeting 
in  Chicago  shortly  under  direction  of 
James  E.  Coston,  zone  manager  . . . Phil 
Dunas,  head  of  Columbia’s  Chicago  office, 
will  go  to  Tucson,  Ariz.,  November  15,  to 
attend  the  world  premiere  of  “Arizona” 
. . . Her  aid- American  carried  full-page 
pictorial  preview  of  Judy  Garland’s  new 
picture,  “Little  Nellie  Kelly.” 

Ricardo  Cortez  stayed  at  Blackstone  Ho- 
tel while  in  Chicago  . . . Rosemary 
Wayne’s  “Spotlight”  show  now  being  spon- 
sored six  times  a week  on  WJJD  by  Bird- 
Sykes  Co.,  local  Graham  distributor  . . . 
Warner’s  screened  “London  Can  Take  It” 
for  the  press  . . . Travis  Banton  due  here 
from  Hollywood  to  make  fittings  for  Car- 
men Miranda’s  new  20th  Century-Fox 
picture.  The  “Brazilian  Bombshell”  is  now 
at  the  Chez  Paree  . . . W.  C.  Gehring,  20th 
Century-Fox  central  division  manager,  was 
in  town  a few  days  closing  deals  with  cir- 
cuits. 

Bill  Crouch,  former  trade  paper  reporter 
and  now  in  Springfield  as  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  United  Theatre  Owners  of 
Illinois,  was  back  in  town  to  see  “The 
Great  Dictator”  at  the  Apollo  . . . Mel- 
vyn  Douglas,  toastmaster  at  a recent 
Democratic  rally,  introduced  New  York 
Mayor  LaGuardia  . . . June  MacCloy,  wife 
of  a bandsman  at  the  Oriental,  has  the 
second  feminine  lead  in  “Glamour  for 
Sale,”  which  incidentally,  was  on  the  Ori- 
ental screen  last  week. 

Essaiiess  Woods  now  has  sneak  previews 
Saturday  nights  at  9:00  in  addition  to 
double  features  . . . Cecil  B.  DeMille  was 
attacked  by  a crack-pot  in  the  Blackstone 
Hotel  lobby,  but  was  saved  by  Paramount 
publicists,  Ted  Bonnet  and  Carl  Krueger, 
before  any  harm  was  done.  Attacker  was 
tentatively  identified  as  August  Schwartz- 
man,  former  inmate  of  Patton  Insane 
Asylum  in  California  . . . Charley  Einfeld, 


Warner’s  advertising  and  publicity  direc- 
tor, took  in  the  Northwestern-Minnesota 
game  before  going  on  to  west  coast. 

Priscilla  Lane,  en  route  to  New  York  for 
a personal  appearance  at  the  Strand,  was 
given  a cocktail  party  by  Monroe  Rubinger, 
Warner  publicist  . . . Leonard  C.  Worley, 
city  manager  for  Publix-Great  States  in 
Peoria,  was  ill  in  bed  for  few  days  . . . 
Johnny  Mednikow,  local  National  Screen 
salesman,  who  has  been  promoted  to  head 
the  firm’s  Milwaukee  office,  was  given  a 
farewell  party  at  the  Congress  Hotel’s 
Florentine  Room  last  Friday. 


Teamed  on  "Bad  Men" 

Hollywood — Robert  Kent  and  Barry 
Trivers  are  collaborating  on  the  script  of 
“Bad  Men  of  Missouri”  for  Warner.  Story 
is  based  on  an  original  by  Robert  Buckner. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor  ‘ 
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THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

WE  PRINT  EVERYTHING  THEATRICAL 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


White  Way  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


BOXOFFICE  : ; November  9,  1940 


79 


OH  Route — 

Jean  O’Daniel,  Warner  employe  in 
Chicago,  holds  a bird  intended  for 
Dayton,  Ohio.  It  arrived  via  air  ex- 
press from  New  York,  hearing  a mes- 
sage which  read:  “I’m  not  trying  to 
give  you  the  bird,  hut  just  using  this 
means  to  remind  you  about  ‘A  Dis- 
patch From  Reuter’s.’  ’’  Publicist 
Charles  Einfeld  signed  the  note.  The 
bird  arrived  m Chicago  a few  hours 
after  a phone  call  from  the  Warner 
office  in  Dayton  inquired  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  the  pigeon. 


BETZ  STORAGE  SYSTEM  OF 

COMPLETE  AIR 
CONDITIONING 

The  Practical  System 
For  Theatres 


A REFRIGERATION  SYSTEM  op- 
erating off  of  the  electric  peak, 
thus  low  demand  charge  result- 
ing in  unusually  low  operating 
cost. 

Uniform  temperatures. 

Entire  system  fully  automatically 
controlled. 

Now  is  the  time  to  discuss  the 
matter  prior  to  advance  in  price 
of  materials. 

BETZ  Al  R 
CONDITIONING  CORP. 

FILM  ROW  KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

15  years  specializing  in  theatre 
Air  Conditioning 


Balaban,  Rubens  Host 
Para't  Associates 


Chicago — John  Balaban  of  Balaban  & 
Katz  and  Jules  J.  Rubens  of  Publix-Great 
States  were  hosts  to  Paramount  theatre 
associates  at  a two-day  meeting  held  at 
the  Drake  Hotel,  Friday  and  Saturday. 
Leonard  Goldenson  and  Sam  Dembow  jr. 
conducted  the  conference. 

Present,  in  addition  to  those  mentioned 
above,  were:  Earl  Hudson,  Detroit;  Tracy 
Barham,  Ohio;  John  J.  Friedl,  Minne- 
apolis; Harry  David,  Salt  Lake  City;  Harry 
Nace,  Arizona;  Martin  Mullin,  Boston;  R. 
J.  O’Donnell,  Dallas;  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons, 
Canada;  A.  H.  Blank,  Myron  Blank  and 
Ralph  Branton,  Des  Moines,  and  Robert 
Weitman,  New  York. 

Following  the  Chicago  meeting,  Bala- 
ban, Goldenson,  Dembow,  Hudson,  O’Don- 
nell, Lightman,  Branton  and  Weitman  left 
for  the  coast  for  production  conferences 
with  Barney  Balaban,  Neil  Agnew,  Stan- 
ton Griffis  and  Russell  Holman. 


National  Screen  Leads 
Film  Bowling  League 

Chicago — National  Screen  has  climbed 
into  first  place  in  the  Chicago  Film  Bowl- 
ing League  by  taking  two  out  of  three 
games  from  Universal.  Porter  of  National 
Screen  holds  the  high  game  record  with 
a 233  score,  while  Ogren  has  series  hon- 
ors with  a 602  score. 

Though  in  last  place.  Republic  holds 
the  high-game  record  with  947  while  the 
Metro  team  boasts  the  high  series  record 
with  a 2,641  score.  Johnny  Knaffle  of 
United  Artists  and  Mel  Ogren  of  Univer- 
sal are  the  league’s  top  scorers — Knaffle’s 
average  being  178.1  while  Ogren’s  is  176.5. 
Standings: 

Team — AVoii  l.ost 

National  Screen  .12  <i 

Paramount  10  8 

20th  ('entury-Fo\  9 9 

>Ietro  9 9 

I’nited  Artists  9 9 

Iniversal  9 9 

Film  Chauffeurs  8 10 

Hepuhlic  0 12 


Chicago — In  the  Warner  Bros.  Bowling 
League,  three  teams  are  tied  for  first 
place,  each  having  won  15  and  lost  9.  They 
are  the  Capitol,  Avalon  and  the  Yanni- 
gans.  Standings: 


Team — 

Won 

Fost 

Capitol 

15 

9 

Avalon 

.....  15 

9 

Yanniffaiis 

. 15 

9 

tiammorul 

.......  11 

10 

Beverly 

14 

10 

Stratford 

1 .2 

11 

Ciro\  e . . 

..................  1 .2 

11 

.\valon  Cubs 

12 

12 

1 .900  Founders 

12 

12 

Ourden 

J •> 

12 

('f»smo 

10 

14 

Beacons 

<1 

15 

Jeffery 

...  , 8 

10 

Five  Stars  

0 

18 

Subseguent  Duals  a New 
Policy  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — Clifford  C.  Wallace,  man- 
ager of  the  Apollo  Theatre,  in  association 
with  Charles  M.  Olson  and  Jean  Marks, 
officials  of  the  Olson  Theatre  Enterprises, 
announced  last  week  that  arrangements 
have  been  made  to  present  their  second 
runs  on  a dual  bill  at  the  Apollo.  The 
policy  is  effective  immediately. 


Son  to  Ben  Robins 

St.  Louis — Ben  J.  Robins,  UA  sales  man- 
ager here,  is  the  father  of  a 7 1/2 -pound 
boy  born  October  24.  The  Robinses  also 
are  the  parents  of  a three-year-old  girl. 


Hollywoodians  Meet — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  MacMurray  en- 
counter William  Pine,  assistant  to 
Cecil  B.  DeMille,  at  the  Chicago  air- 
port. Pine  was  en  route  to  New  York 
from  Hollywood,  after  winding  up  Ca- 
nadian personal  appearances  with 
Madeleine  Carroll  on  “North  West 
Mounted  Police.”  The  MacMurrays 
were  returning  to  Hollywood  from 
Charlottesville,  Va.,  where  final  shots 
were  made  for  “The  Southerner,”  co- 
starring  MacMurray  and  Miss  Carroll. 


St,  Louis  Amusement  Co, 
To  Build  LSOO-Seater 

St.  Louis — Negotiations  for  the  erection 
of  a new  1,500-seat  theatre  at  the  north- 
west corner  of  Hampton  and  Oleatha  Aves. 
have  been  concluded  by  Harry  C.  Arthur 
jr.  for  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.,  and 
Robert  Hanna,  contractor  and  builder. 

The  Fanchon  & Marco  interests  manage 
the  St.  Louis  Amusement  fleet  of  second 
run,  neighborhood  and  suburban  houses. 
The  new  theatre  will  be  the  30th  unit  in 
the  Fanchon  & Marco  chain. 


Seeking  an  Injunction 
To  Restrain  Pickets 

Milwaukee — The  partnership  operating 
the  Newsreel  Theatre  here,  consisting  of 
Lawrence  Brown,  his  brother,  Carl,  Wil- 
liam Moiles  and  Mrs.  Irene  Flagstad  has 
started  injunction  proceedings  to  restrain 
the  lATSE,  Local  164,  from  picketing  the 
house.  They  contend  they  are  operating 
the  house  themselves  and  employ  no  out- 
side help. 


Pass  Curfew  Law 

East  St.  Louis,  III. — The  city  council 
has  passed  a new  city  ordinance  banning 
children  under  17  years  of  age  from  the 
streets  after  9 p.  m.  unless  accompanied 
by  a parent  or  guardian,  on  an  errand, 
or  returning  from  church,  or  a social  af- 
fair approved  by  the  parent.  Penalties  for 
violation  are  a $1  to  $10  fine  for  the 
child,  and  a $5  to  $25  fine  for  a parent 
conniving  at  the  delinquency. 
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Variety  Charity  Ball  A Drive  for  Theatre  Patrons 
Plans  Are  Speeded  Begun  by  Northwest  Allied 


Kansas  City — A small  but  enthusiastic 
group  of  barkers  lunched  together  Mon- 
day, November  4,  to  go  over  plans  and 
progress  on  the  annual  Variety  Club- 
Pilmrow  Charity  Ball  November  22  at 
Pla-Mor. 

Herbie  Kay’s  orchestra,  first  big  time 
band  to  play  for  the  affair,  has  been 
signed,  and  will  be  the  strongest  attrac- 
tion the  club  has  ever  had  with  which  to 
go  to  the  public  and  sell  tickets. 

Jerry  Zigmond,  chairman  of  the  enter- 
tainment committee,  pointed  out  that  the 
Kay  band  has  very  strong  pulling  power, 
and  that  “Variety  Club  presents  Hei’bie 
Kay,  etc.,”  should  do  a top  selling  job. 
Window  cards  and  other  advertising  will 
promote  the  band,  according  to  Jay  Means, 
chief  barker,  and  chairman  of  the  pub- 
licity and  advertising  committee. 

Although  barkers  agreed  that  Kay  and 
his  featured  players  would  provide  more 
than  enough  entertainment  for  the  ball, 
since  some  of  those  on  Filmrow  who  loy- 
ally support  the  affair  each  year  do  not 
dance,  there  will  be  several  novelty  acts 
to  fill  in  during  lulls.  Some  of  these  are 
being  kept  as  a surprise. 

A lot  of  advertisements  for  the  pro- 
gram already  are  in,  but  the  committee 
needs  a lot  more,  Homer  Blackwell,  its 
chairman,  reported.  Means  urged  every 
member  to  sell  as  much  advertising  as 
possible,  and  do  it  right  away,  since  most 
of  the  advertising  must  be  on  tap  within 
ten  days.  In  an  effort  to  secure  adver- 
tising and  ticket  sales  at  Katz  Drug  Com- 
pany, several  members  pledged  to  support 
Katz’s  “million  dollar  sale”  by  buying  cou- 
pon books.  This  was  an  idea  worked  out 
by  Nat  Hechtman. 

“Everyone — anyone — can  sell  20  tickets,” 
asserted  Sam  Abend  in  reporting  on  ticket 
sales,  which  he  heads.  “Harry  McClure 
already  has  sold  20— all  outside  the  busi- 
ness. C.  E.  Shafer  has  called  for  more.” 

McClure  didn’t  indicate  exactly  how  he 
sold  his  20  tickets  this  year  but  offered 
the  suggestion  for  next  year  that  barkers 
hold  off  paying  bills  60  days,  then  en- 
close check  minus  $2  for  each  bill  and 
include  two  Charity  Ball  tickets.  Creditors 
will  be  so  tickled  to  get  the  bill  paid 
they’ll  welcome  the  two  tickets.  McClure’s 
offer  to  get  publicity  in  some  out-of-town 
newspapers  on  Herbie  Kay  was  enthusi- 
astically accepted. 

Regular  luncheons  will  be  held  by  Va- 
riety from  now  imtil  after  the  ball.  Means 
announced. 


Independents  to  Seek  Law 
Banning  16mm  Films 

Minneapolis  — Minnesota  independent 
exhibitors,  under  Northwest  Allied’s  lea- 
dership, will  try  to  obtain  passage  in  the 
next  state  legislature  of  a law  prohibiting 
the  showing  of  16mm  films  in  taverns, 
night  clubs  and  store  buildings  for  com- 
mercial purposes  in  competition  with 
regular  showhouses.  The  independents 
charge  that  the  16mm  competition  is  un- 
fair and  is  proving  injurious  to  theatre  at- 
tendance. 


Abel  Visits  Father 
Minneapolis — Walter  Abel,  film  actor, 
is  here  for  a visit  with  his  80-year-old 
father. 


Minneapolis — In  a campaign  to  bring 
the  public  “back  to  the  theatre,”  North- 
west Allied  is  calling  upon  its  members  to 
buckle  down  to  the  hardest  kind  of  work 
and  to  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  recover 
lost  ground.  The  most  intensive  advertis- 
ing and  exploitation  campaign  in  the  in- 
dustry’s history  here  will  be  started,  it  is 
announced  by  Fred  Strom,  Northwest  Al- 
lied executive  secretary. 

Through  trailers,  banners  and  valances, 
and  through  greater  utilization  of  news- 
papers and  other  advertising  media.  North- 
west Allied  members  hope  to  stimulate 
theatre  patronage  to  such  a degree  that 
will  mean  a “comeback”  for  the  boxoffice. 

The  trailers  to  be  employed  stress  film 
entertainment’s  educational  value  for  the 
young  and  the  recreation  and  relaxation 
which  it  provides  for  the  adult.  Still  an- 


Minnesota's  Dilemma 
May  Bring  a Suit 


Minneapolis  — Out  of  the  $2,000,000 
Minnesota  Theatre  bankruptcy  may  even- 
tuate a $1,000,000  damage  suit  against  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  and  major  film 
distributors,  it  is  indicated  by  present  de- 
velopments. 

The  trustees  in  bankruptcy,  appointed 
by  the  U.  S.  referee  in  bankruptcy,  in- 
cluding Gordon  Greene,  who  managed  the 
house  on  two  different  occasions,  are  con- 
sidering a recommendation  that  such  a 
suit  be  filed  for  the  owners  and  creditors. 
The  allegation  would  be  conspiracy  to  de- 
prive the  Minnesota  Theatre  of  major 
screen  product  and  thus  render  the  pro- 
perty valueless  and  forcing  it  into  bank- 
ruptcy. 

If,  however,  the  trustees  succeed  in  ob- 
taining a tenant  or  purchaser  for  the  thea- 
tre, it  is  expected  that  the  idea  of  a dam- 
age suit  will  be  abandoned.  There  have 
been  several  inquiries  from  responsible 
parties  who  seem  interested  in  operating 
the  theatre  and  the  situation  is  not  re- 
garded yet  as  “a  completely  lost  cause,” 
according  to  those  “in  the  know.” 

The  trustees  were  appointed  by  the  court 
to  decide  what  disposition  should  be  made 
of  the  theatre.  The  owners  were  com- 
pelled to  put  it  into  bankruptcy  after  a 
losing  attempt  to  operate  it  themselves 
with  pictures  and  vaudeville  and  when 
they  were  unable  to  obtain  a tenant. 

The  Benzes,  who  operated  the  theatre 
for  the  owners  and  for  themselves  for  a 
short  period,  had  threatened  a damage 
suit  based  on  their  inability  to  secure 
major  product  for  the  house.  However, 
they  discarded  the  proposal  after  the  Min- 
nesota Amusement  Co.  signed  a long-term 
lease  for  their  Palace  Theatre  in  the  lower 
loop  here. 


Confers  With  A.  P.  Bill 

Minneapolis — W.  F.  Hardeman,  RCA 
district  service  department  manager,  is 
here  for  a conference  with  A.  P.  Bill,  local 
representative. 


other  trailer  asks  theatre  patrons  to  co- 
operate by  informing  the  management  the 
type  of  picture  desired. 

Banners  and  valances  will  urge  the  pub- 
lic to  join  in  the  celebration  of  a greater 
movie  season,  etc.  Newspaper  and  postal 
card  campaigns  will  emphasize  specific 
appeals  of  individual  pictures  and  be  ad- 
dressed to  those  sections  of  the  public 
which  would  be  naturally  interested. 

The  independents’  present  attitude  is 
unusual  in  that  it  deviates  from  the  stand 
that  all  of  the  exhibitors’  woes  are  due 
to  inferior  film  product,  allegedly  unfair 
trade  practices  and  excessive  film  costs. 
In  connection  with  the  new  campaign,  the 
organization  proposes  to  give  extended 
playing  time  to  the  better  pictures  as 
well  as  placing  greater  emphasis  on  ad- 
vertising and  exploitation.  It  is  even 
admitted  that  “better  exploitation  and  the 
extended  playing  time  are  the  most  ef- 
fective solutions  of  the  problem  of  re- 
newing the  public’s  interest  in  pictures  and 
building  larger  theatre  attendance.” 

In  calling  attention  to  present  difficul- 
ties, the  body  points  out  that  “never  in  the 
industry’s  history  have  there  been  so 
many  forms  of  competition  for  theatres 
to  combat. 

“Without  minimizing  the  need  of  lower 
film  costs  and  other  trade  reforms,  we 
realize  that  our  greatest  problem  is  to  get 
people  back  into  our  theatres,”  explained 
Strom.  “If  we  can’t  bring  the  public 
into  the  showhouses  it  won’t  do  us  any 
good  to  obtain  pictures  for  nothing.” 


Northwest  and  Wisconsin  Allied 
Units  Discuss  “Cooperation" 

Minneapolis — Northwest  Allied  directors 
were  to  meet  here  with  William  Ainsworth, 
president  of  Wisconsin  Allied,  and  Billie 
Smith,  Menominee,  Wis.,  exhibitor,  a di- 
rector in  the  latter  organization,  to  dis- 
cuss closer  “cooperation”  between  the  two 
bodies  in  solving  independent  exhibitor 
problems. 

One  of  the  matters  under  consideration 
was  a plan  to  enable  western  Wisconsin 
exhibitors  to  hold  memberships  in  both 
the  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  organiza- 
tions without  any  additional  dues. 

At  a previous  meeting  at  Wisconsin 
Rapids,  President  E.  L.  Peaslee,  Treasurer 
Sol  Lebedoff  and  Executive  Secretary  Fred 
Strom  of  Northwest  Allied  conferred  with 
Wisconsin  Allied  leaders  on  the  same 
subject. 

The  meeting  here  also  was  to  be  de- 
voted, in  part,  to  a discussion  of  the  con- 
sent decree  and  its  probable  effects  on  in- 
dependent exhibitors.  The  government’s 
acceptance  of  the  decree  found  Twin  City 
independent  theatre  owners  and  organiza- 
tion leaders  singularly  undisturbed  and 
unworried,  although  Northwest  Allied  has 
been  bitter  in  its  opposition  to  the  decree. 

Some  of  the  independent  leaders  express 
the  belief  the  decree  will  help  to  eliminate 
some  of  the  present  strife  within  the  in- 
dustry and,  thus,  prove  beneficial  all 
around.  There  also  is  the  hope  among  the 
independents  here  the  new  order  will  re- 
sult in  better  pictures  and  bring  some 
“substantial  gains”  for  exhibitors,  even 
though  the  reforms  “still  leave  plenty  to 
be  desired  and  are  insufficient  in  their 
scope.” 
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Consent  Decree  Provisions  Find 
A Chill  Welcome  in  Kaycee 


Kansas  City — Independent  exhibitors 
don’t  like  the  consent  decree  and  the 
changes  it  sets  up  in  the  methods  of  sell- 
ing film  and  arbitrating  disputes  within 
the  industry.  Off  the  record,  film  men 
regard  the  new  setup  with  a much  more 
favorable  eye  than  do  exhibitors,  most  of 
whom  feel  that  the  new  rules  are  worse 
than  the  old  methods.  As  a matter  of  fact, 
several  in  this  territory  already  have  in- 
dicated they  would  write  protests  to  the 
attorney  general’s  office  for  the  hearing 
November  14. 

Chief  objection  is  the  block-of-five 
sales.  Producers  will  be  able  to  work  off 
as  many  clucks  via  the  block-of-five  as 
they  have  been  doing  when  selling  a whole 
season’s  product  at  one  time — probably 
more,  thinks  Ed  Rolsky,  who  has  the  St. 
John  and  National,  suburban  houses,  here. 
Sales  in  blocks  of  five  will  cause  the  in- 
dependent exhibitor  a good  deal  more 
bother  than  under  the  present  system, 
since  he  will  have  to  be  buying  film  all 
the  year  around.  The  block-of-five  also 
will  tend  to  increase  film  rentals,  Rolsky 
believes.  It  certainly  won’t  make  them  any 
cheaper.  Rolsky  would  like  to  see  a 25 
per  cent  elimination  feature  and  sales  by 
the  season. 

Straight  elimination  and  season  sales 
are  preferred  by  Jay  Means,  Oak  Park  and 
Bagdad.  The  new  method  will  take  a lot 
more  of  the  exhibitor’s  time.  He  will  be 
supposed  to  see  all  pictures,  which  in  some 
cases  is  going  to  “be  a burden,”  Means 


pOR  THE  smile  of  beauty  see  Alton 
Smith  of  the  Murray  in  Murray  . . . 
Alton’s  reported  to  have  a set  of  molars 
like  a string  of  pearls,  and  he  doesn’t  keep 
’em  in  a glass  of  water  on  the  dresser  at 
night,  either. 


Butch  Lambert  of  the  Monty  in  Monti- 
cello  has  a five-hour  deadline  to  make 
when  he  visits  the  Row.  That’s  the  reason 
he’s  always  out  of  tovm  by  the  time  we 
discover  he’s  in. 


Bob  Malek  jr.  of  the  Grand  and  Iowa 
theatres  in  Independence  looks  like  a 
schoolboy,  but  doesn’t  operate  his  houses 
like  one,  they  say  . . . that’s  the  reason  we 
knew  it  wasn’t  so  when  we  heard  that  he’d 
sold  his  Gladbrook  Theatre. 


The  Lou  Kahn-E.  M.  Garbett  combine 
bought  the  Garden  at  Marion,  la.,  from 
H.  C.  Mershon. 


Increasing  activity  on  the  Iowa  theatre 
market  this  week  was  Howard  E.  Brook- 
ings. He  bought  the  Harris  at  Avoca  from 
Art  Meredith  and  the  E stands  for  “ex- 
pectant”— in  a business  sense. 


Wonder  if  the  boys  know  to  what 
lengths  Boxoffice  & Co.  will  reach  for  an 
item.  Just  for  example:  Hayden  Peterson 
of  the  EDM  State  has  a friend  who’s  the 
spittin’  image  of  Melvyn  Douglas.  The 
name’s  Claude  Christenson  and  he  works 
at  Zaiser’s.  (Not  news,  huh?  Well,  did  you 
know  it?) 


commented.  Even  an  exhibitor  can  suffer 
from  seeing  a cluck.  The  exhibitor  can 
read  about  a picture  in  ten  minutes;  it 
takes  an  hour  or  more  to  see  one.  Yet 
he  can  judge  about  as  well  its  public  ap- 
peal, one  method  as  the  other. 

KMTA  Will  Protest 

The  distributor  will  manage  to  sell  as 
near  100  per  cent  of  his  product  to  each 
exhibitor  as  ever,  Means  believes. 

Frank  Cassil,  president  of  the  Kansas- 
Missouri  Theatres  Ass’n  and  operator  of 
the  Rialto,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  doesn’t  think 
much  of  the  decree,  either  blocks-of-five 
or  arbitration,  both  of  which  he  feels  will 
work  against  the  independent  exhibitor. 
The  KMTA  will,  he  said,  be  represented 
in  the  protest  against  the  decree  to  be 
registered  by  the  MPTOA  on  November  14. 

Most  exhibitors  here  regard  the  arbi- 
tration feature  as  only  fairly  important, 
if  that.  Opinion  is  divided  as  to  its 
merit.  One  exhibitor,  for  instance,  said 
he  thought  arbitration  as  set  up  by  the 
decree  might  be  better  than  frequent  trips 
to  the  courts  to  settle  differences;  other- 
wise he  was  lukewarm.  Most  exhibitors  re- 
gard it  with  little  enthusiasm. 

Judging  by  their  opposition  all  along  the 
line,  producer-distributors  don’t  care  much 
for  the  decree;  exhibitors  don’t  like  it,  but 
perhaps  the  reformer  group  may  regard  it 
favorably.  If  not,  then  it  looks  like,  one 
exhibitor  said,  as  though  the  government, 
in  its  effort  to  please  everybody,  had 
pleased  no  one. 


G.  H.  Ballard,  blood  brother  of  L.  G. 
Ballard  of  the  Rio  at  Wall  Lake,  is  the 
new  boss  of  the  Nashua  at  Nashua.  G.  H. 
bought  the  house  from  C.  A.  Menold. 


Cliff  Lindblad  is  either  smart  with  his 
repartee  or  should  visit  an  optician.  When 
Boxoffice  & Co.  visited  his  Iowa  Theatre 
at  Atlantic  he  observed:  “Hm-m-m.  You’re 
not  so  old  as  I thought.”  It  made  us  feel 
great  till  we  got  home  and  counted  our 
gray  hairs  again. 


Is  it  Mrs.  Rittenmeyer  or  Abe  Frankie 
who’s  getting  religion?  They  played 
“Saint”  pictures  on  three  successive  mid- 
week programs  at  the  DM  Casino. 


Lawrence  A.  Kuhl  takes  the  secret  bal- 
lot so  seriously  that  you  can’t  find  a soul 
who  will  guess  his  political  leanings  . . . 
But  he’s  reported  to  hang  around  with  a 
lot  of  Republicans  down  in  Corning  where 
his  American  Theatre  makes  ’em  forget 
politics  altogether. 


Hottest  item  in  Newton  this  winter  will 
be  the  front  on  the  Capitol  Theatre.  It’s 
a blazing  R-E-D. 


Two  worried  readers  among  the  R&T’s 
390,000  last  Sunday  were  Harry  Warren 
and  Earl  Kerr,  both  jolted  by  the  news  of 
a possible  hitch  in  plans  for  an  army  camp 
at  Lineville,  la.  Kerr  is  already  knee  deep 
in  the  boom  there  with  the  Rialto  currently 
operating  and  plans  for  a new  house.  War- 
ren was  reported  down  to  his  bathing  suit 
and  ready  to  plunge. 


Ask  Dismissal  of 
Cassil  Suit 

St.  Joseph — Motions  to  dismiss  have 
been  filed  by  defendants  in  the  anti- 
trust suit  of  Frank  and  Eugenia  Cassil, 
Rialto,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  vs.  Dubinskys  and 
major  distributors. 

VS  - -j} 

Fieldman  Files  $3 LI  50 
Damage  Suit  in  DM 

Des  Moines — J.  M.  Fieldman,  National 
Screen  salesman  here,  filed  suit  for  $31,150 
damages  in  district  court  against  Clint 
Petty  and  A1  Kiddie,  two  widely  known 
Des  Moines  gambling  house  operators. 

The  petition  states  that  Fieldman  en- 
tered the  Petty-Kiddie  gambling  establish- 
ment to  learn  football  scores  and  while 
there  was  struck  in  the  eye  by  a dice  cup 
thrown  at  him  by  one  of  the  participants 
in  a dice  game.  Fieldman  claims  that  he 
was  unaware  that  Petty  and  Kiddie  man- 
aged a “crap  shooting”  game  and  that  he 
should  have  been  appraised  of  this  fact 
by  the  operators. 

Fieldman  says  his  glasses  were  broken 
and  one  eye  was  severely  injured,  result- 
ing in  a corneal  ulcer.  Fieldman  claims 
that  certain  permanent  injuries  make  it 
difficult  to  drive  his  car  which  is  neces- 
sary in  his  business  as  National  Screen 
salesman.  The  petition,  which  was  filed 
for  Fieldman  by  Strickler  and  Bellizzi, 
says  that  he  earns  approximately  $100  a 
week  and  was  unable  to  continue  work 
after  the  injury  and  was  required  to  re- 
place the  $25  pair  of  spectacles. 


Lincoln  Stuart  Remodeling 
Plans  Are  Given  Impetus 

Lincoln — In  the  wake  of  J.  H.  Cooper’s 
visit  here,  accompanied  by  Sidney  Kent, 
president  of  20th  Century-Fox,  members 
of  officialdom  around  the  Stuart  Invest- 
ment Co.,  which  occupies  and  owns  the 
Stuart  Theatre,  announced  a working  plan 
was  underway  which  would  eventually  see 
the  11 -year-old  1,888-seat  theatre  re- 
modeled. 

Cooper  has  remodeled  his  other  two 
local  properties,  the  1,236-seat  Nebraska 
and  the  1,500-seat  Lincoln  in  the  past 
two  years  at  an  estimated  expenditure  of 
around  $75,000. 

The  Stuart,  biggest  of  the  three  amuse- 
ment places,  hasn’t  been  touched  since  its 
opening,  June  10,  1929,  and  needs  a good 
going-over  in  carpeting,  furniture,  uphol- 
stery, and  a general  equipment  renova- 
tion. The  dickering  between  Cooper  and 
SIC  at  this  time  is  how  the  split  in  the 
payoff  will  be  made,  how  much  of  the  fix- 
ing will  be  charged  to  him  and  how  much 
to  the  landlord. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Stuart  re-do  will 
cost  between  $25,000  and  $50,000. 


U.  S.  Air  Conditioning 
Reports  Recent  Jobs 

Minneapolis — Installations  of  heating 
and  air  conditioning  equipment  are  re- 
ported by  the  United  States  Air  Condi- 
tioning Corp.  for  the  Gopher,  Crookston, 
Minn.;  the  Grand,  Mankato;  Garden,  Hib- 
bing;  Moorhead,  Moorhead,  and  the  Sun- 
set, Davenport,  la. 


....AW,  SHUCKS!. 

— From  the  Tall  Corn— By  KEN  and  RENE  CLAYTON 
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Given  Time  Extension  to 
Answer  Irving  Gillman 


IIL  III  W C CO)  IIL  M 


Minneapolis — Major  film  companies  and 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  defendants 
in  a $30,000  damage  suit  brought  by  Irv- 
ing Gillman,  owner  of  the  Esquire  Thea- 
tre, local  loop  sure-seater,  have  been 
granted  an  extension  until  December  9 to 
file  an  answer  or  make  motions. 

Gillman  is  suing  because  of  his  alleged 
inability  to  obtain  major  product  for  his 
house.  Such  inability,  he  claims,  has  dam- 
aged the  value  of  his  lease. 


K A Y C HE  IE 

^RT  PUGH  opened  the  new  Star  at 
Galena,  Kas.,  last  week  . . . Ben  Mar- 
cus, Columbia  manager,  and  his  gang 
were  in  Chicago  over  the  weekend  to  at- 
tend a sales  meeting.  Accompanying  BM 
were  Bill  Bradfield,  Tom  Baldwin,  Herb 
Stulz,  and  Charley  Reynolds,  salesmen; 
and  Irv  Altschuler,  head  booker  and  of- 
fice manager. 

Kenny  Baker  was  scheduled  to  appear 
at  Variety  Club  November  9 on  invitation 
of  Rube  Melcher.  Melcher,  Baker  and 
W.  G.  McKinney,  the  latter  booker  for 
H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres,  Inc.,  had  quite  a 
time  together  at  the  Dallas  Variety  con- 
vention. 

Frank  Cassil,  president  of  the  Kansas- 
Missouri  Theatres  Ass’n,  is  setting  a date 
soon  for  the  annual  KMTA  convention. 
The  convention  probably  will  be  held  late 
in  November. 

J.  E.  F.  Beck,  Midland  Theatre  engineer, 
died  while  on  duty  November  2.  He  was 
58. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  States,  president  of  the  sec- 
ond district  of  the  Missouri  Federation  of 
Women’s  Clubs,  presided  at  its  37th  an- 
nual convention  here  last  week.  Mrs. 
States  is  the  wife  of  the  Paramount  head 
booker,  treasurer  of  Variety  Club. 

Art  Perry’s  Harmonica  Band,  which 
broadcasts  regularly  on  the  Kansas  state 
and  Mutual  networks,  is  garnering  book- 
ings in  circuit  and  independent  houses  in 
this  area. 

A.  Stone,  Screenland,  made  a very  ap- 
propriate bet  on  the  election:  If  he  lost. 
Stone  was  to  pay  out  a box  of  aspirin; 
if  he  won,  he  was  to  get  two  aspirin. 

John  McManus,  manager  of  the  Loew’s 
Midland,  who  has  been  at  the  Menorah 
Hospital  the  past  two  weeks  with  an  in- 
fected knee,  is  back  on  the  job. 

Another  claim  to  distinction:  the  chain 
letter  craze,  claims  the  Springfield,  Mo., 
Leader  and  Press,  started  “right  here  in 
the  Ozarks.” 

After  two  months  of  negotiation,  opera- 
tors have  signed  the  1940-41  contracts 
with  Kansas  City  houses.  The  new  con- 
tracts cover  all  theatres,  affiliated  and  in- 
dependent, according  to  Walter  Croft, 
business  agent,  and  run  to  September  1, 
1941.  Part  of  the  negotiations  took  Croft 
to  New  York  for  a couple  of  weeks. 

On  the  Row:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Cook,  Ideal,  Halstead,  Kas.;  Charles 
Swearcinsky,  Major,  Washington,  Mo.; 
Elmer  Bills,  Lyric,  Salisbury,  Mo. 


MOST  relieved  guy  on  Theatrerow: 

Alvin  Hendricks,  whose  conscription 
number  was  drawn  from  the  fishbowl 
on  the  6,066th  reach.  Harvey  Traylor 
didn’t  do  badly  either,  coming  out  late  in 
the  5,000s. 

Letters  in  the  mail:  From  Val  Paul, 
production  manager  of  Richard  A.  Row- 
land’s unit  making  “Cheers  for  Miss  Bish- 
op,” and  who  was  here  shooting  the  back- 
ground scenes.  He  has  left  Rowland,  he 
says,  and  will  manage  the  new  Frisco 
racetrack  in  which  he  has  about  $35,000 
. . . From  Bernard  Evens,  UA  press 
agent  in  St.  Louis,  bewailing  Missouri’s 
loss  to  Nebraska,  but  glad  he  didn’t  come 
all  the  way  up  to  see  it  ..  . From  Orville 
Rennie,  for  services  rendered  on  the  dedi- 
cation program  of  his  radio  station  KHAS, 
in  Hastings,  the  nicest  of  all  letters — 
check  enclosed  . . . From  the  Seward, 
Neb.  PEO  lodge,  saying  Boxoffice  was 
recommended  by  Tress  Kuhl,  wife  of  the 
Rivoli  owner -manager , for  a speech  on 
movies,  next  Tuesday  (the  12th) . 

Seger  Ellis,  one  of  the  first  solo  piano 
recording  artists,  and  who  played  in  sev- 
eral Hollywood  opuses  for  the  screen,  is 
now  midwesting  with  a band  . . . Lee 
Dixon,  former  screen  hoofer  (Warner’s), 
is  said  to  be  flirting  with  a band  leading 
job,  which  will  cause  complications  in 
court  most  likely,  because  there’s  already 
a band-leading  Lee  Dixon  . . . Nebraska’s 
loss  in  population,  according  to  the  cen- 
sus, was  64,522  between  1930  and  1940, 
but  darned  few  of  them  were  showmen 
. . . Fullback  (Nebraska)  Vike  Francis  has 
a two-page  sheet  he  publishes  called  the 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  "Freezem''  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone;  Victor  8796 


Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est  Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 
1820  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  3Io.  HA.  7472 

Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  ludp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


Pink  Rag,  and  has  enlisted  every  byliner 
in  Nebraska  for  a guest  column  during  its 
life.  When  it  came  Barney  Oldfield’s  turn, 
he  played  his  name  was  Ziegfeld,  cast  a 
show  of  campus  cuties  (on  paper),  high- 
light of  which  was  a gang  of  “sweater 
sweethearts”  picked  on  advice  from  a 
brassiere  counter  clerk. 

Do?i  Monroe  reports  shooting  a pheas- 
ant with  both  barrels  of  a shotgun,  the 
impact  being  so  great  the  feathers  flew 
in  all  directions  (in  his  ow7i  words)  “like 
Sally  Rand  butted  by  a Mack  truck”  . . . 
It  took  so  long  for  the  home  office  to 
confmn  the  booking  of  “Argentine  Nights,” 
W.  C.  “Lew”  Lewellen,  who  writes  the 
ads,  almost  wrote  it  on  the  copy  as  “Ar- 
gentine Nightmare”  . . . Francisco,  the 
spook  shower,  could^i’t  get  in  for  a mid- 
nighter  on  Hallowe’en  at  the  Stuart,  so 
came  in  the  flight  after. 

Joe  Jacobs’  unfulfilled  promise:  The 
arrival  of  Lou  Smith,  often  predicted,  in 
Omaha  gunning  for  space  from  newspa- 
pers on  “Arizona”  . . . Hear  tell:  That 
Phil  Gersdorf,  formerly  with  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, is  now  with  RKO  at  the  studio. 
Nice  guy  . . . Hey,  Bill  Scholl:  Is  it  the 
land  of  the  lumberjacks,  or  not?  . . . Ac- 
complishment: R.  W.  “Bob”  Huffman  can 
take  a number  four  iron,  and  lob  a golf 
ball  into  the  sink  in  the  washroom  from 
his  office,  bouncing  the  ball  off  one  wall 
. . . Carrying  the  show  business  ward 
got  so  heavy  on  Bob  Livingston,  he  hired 
Mrs.  Gerald  Anderson  for  a new  cashier 
(she  was  formerly  at  the  Colonial),  and 
moved  Mrs.  Avis  Rutherford  steady  into 
his  office. 


FILM  LABORATORIES 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 


K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Casail,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 


SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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■yNCLE  SAM’S  little  cohort,  Number  157, 
nearly  fell  in  a faint  when  the  first 
number  drawn,  number  158,  was  an- 
nounced . . . Harry  Holdsberg  forgot  that 
he  was  the  lucky  winner  of  the  90-cent 
pool  he  was  in  with  those  Nine  Young 
Men — all  eligible  and  all  Tri-States  thea- 
tre managers — who  sat  in  DD’s  office  lis- 
tening to  the  broadcast.  In  fact,  Harry  was 
left  so  limp  by  the  harrowing  experience 
that  he  gave  up  flying  for  a solid  week. 

See  Woody  Sherrill  or  Jack  Kennedy  at 
Metro  if  you’re  interested  in  those  First- 
Nighter  tickets  they’re  hawking.  Fine  east, 
we  understand,  with  Post  & Wilson  head- 
lining the  bill  . . . Mel  Evidon,  Bert 
Thomas,  Milt  Goodman,  Bing  Miller  and 
Art  Leak  took  off  for  another  Columbia 
regional  sales  meeting  in  Chicago,  Nov.  1. 

Comes  a dispatch  from  Lee  Blumberg 
in  NY  telling  about  the  huge  success  of 
that  recent  squab  dinner  of  national  pro- 
portions with  Warner  furnishing  the 
squab  . . . Lee  says  although  he  thought 
sending  the  pigeons  was  some  fun,  he  will 
never  again  envy  a statue  (it  was  this 
crack,  Lee,  that  kept  us  from  sending  your 
note  to  Bird  School  to  be  read  to  naive 
little  kindergarteners’  ears).  Carl  Soko- 
lof.  Number  2441,  was  drawn  34th,  and 
Boxoffice  takes  a bow  for  having  spotted 
it. 

We’d  never  mention  it  outside  the  trade, 
but  wethinks  like  Hamlet  that  there’s 
something  rotten  in  Denmark  when  Jerry, 
former  Paramount  cashier,  returned  to  win 
the  sarong  contest  last  May  and  now  this 
month  Bob  Blenis,  former  usher,  dropped 
around  to  win  Eddie  Dunn’s  recent  voice 
recording  contest  (courtesy  of  Beverly 
Mahon).  DD  telephones  Clayton  and  then 


BETZ  STORAGE  SYSTEM  OF 

COMPLETE  AIR 
CONDITIONING 

The  Practical  System 
For  Theatres 


A REFRIGERATION  SYSTEM  op- 
erating off  of  the  electric  peak, 
thus  low  demand  charge  result- 
ing in  unusually  low  operating 
cost. 

Uniform  temperatures. 

Entire  system  fully  automatically 
controlled. 

Now  is  the  time  to  discuss  the 
matter  prior  to  advance  in  price 
of  materials, 

BETZ  AIR 
CONDITIONING  CORP. 

FILM  ROW  KANSAS  CITY.  MO. 

15  years  specializing  in  theatre 
Air  Conditioning 


has  Eddie  entertain  him  with  flyin’  talk 
while  she  bobs  out  to  powder  her  nose. 

The  entire  Tri-States  outfit  was  at 
swords-points  last  week — and  the  back  o’ 
me  hand  to  the  guy  who  asked:  “What’s 
new  about  that?”  . . . They  watched  Louis 
Hayward  and  George  Sanders  cut  them- 
selves up  Wednesday  at  the  screening  of 
“The  Count  of  Monte  Cristo,”  and  on  Fri- 
day watched  Basil  Rathbone  and  Tyrone 
Power  do  the  lunchtime  carving  on  each 
other  in  “The  Mark  of  Zorro.” 

Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  North  West  Mounted 
Police  have  been  spending  all  too  many 
years  chasing  their  man  when  they  should 
have  been  busy  tracking  down  Thanks- 
giving dates  for  Tri-States  . . . The  Blank 
circuit  decided  to  open  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  on  Thanksgiving  day 
throughout  the  circuit  but  is  having  diffi- 
culty over  the  November  21  Turkey  Day  in 
Nebraska  and  the  November  28  Thanksgiv- 
ing in  Republican  Iowa  . . . Advanced 
prices,  a la  “Boom  Town,”  are  in  order  to 
give  the  auditors  something  to  be  thank- 
ful for. 

We’ve  been  neglecting  Burton  Jerrell  re- 
cently, but  you  can  bet  he  hasn’t  been 
neglecting  football  . . . His  Iowa  Football 
Flashes  of  last  fall  warrant  that.  Burton, 
camera  and  tripod  were  covering  more  ter- 
ritory than  the  Iowa  backfield  at  the  Iowa 
City  homecoming  last  Saturday.  Among 
other  Filmrowers  on  hand,  but  not  work- 
ing, were  Universal’s  Marj  Hodges,  Lor- 
etta Dieting  and  Bill  Dippert. 

Football  is  still  the  big  topic  in  most  of 
the  huddles  at  Universal  with  Lou  Levy 
calling  the  betting  signals  since  he  virtu- 
ally earned  a Navy  letter  by  his  bet  on  the 
Middies  a couple  of  weeks  ago.  But  at  Tri- 
States  the  first-and-ten  enthusiasm  has 
definitely  cooled  since  the  executive  staff 
went  into  kick  formation  over  Iowa’s 
34-to-7  showing  against  Minnesota  . . . G. 
Ralph  and  the  Blanks — A.  H.,  Raymond 
and  Myron — as  well  as  A.  H.  Stolte  and 
frau  were  on  hand  to  see  the  Hawks  get 
their  wings  clipped. 

Loretta  Dieting  was  the  only  Democrat 
in  the  Universal  plant  who  refused  (pub- 
licly) to  be  converted,  even  by  the  peanut 
vendor’s  “No  Third  Term”  button  . . . 
And  on  the  political  front  there  was  Herb 
Wengle’s  straw  poll  of  the  Row  via  tele- 
phone. At  this  late  date,  it  wouldn’t  be 
cricket  to  reveal  what  Herb  discovered  be- 
fore the  voting  machine  levers  started  to 
clank. 

The  Samson  title  seems  destined  to 
cling  to  the  hairy-jowled  George  Lofink 
and  if  he  hasn’t  yet  told  his  gal  the  office 
force  is  calling  her  Delilah,  he’d  better 
hurry  before  she  reads  it  here  . . . Chuck 
Elder’s  getting  awfully  lonesome  since 
George  abandoned  working  (at  the  office) 
nights. 

Yehudi  claims  that  Volney  Harvey,  Or- 
pheum  doorman,  and  Wylma  Fore,  Roose- 
velt cashier,  have  been  planning  plans  but 
that  they’ll  probably  change  them  because 
Harvey  has  to  gallop  off  in  January  with 
his  cavalry  troop.  Bob  Lowe,  former  as- 
sistant chief  at  the  Des  Moines,  has  been 
upped  to  treasurer  (courtesy  of  Beverly 
Mahon) . Louis  Patz  returned  from  Mil- 
waukee Friday  where  he  busied  himself 
with  shaking  the  last  bit  of  Wisconsin  dust 
from  his  heels. 

AAI  is  all  moved  in  at  National  Screen, 
but  the  joint  still  looks  like  a combination 
Katz  Drug  Store  and  second-hand  shop 
with  all  those  Herman  Robbins’  banners 
and  newly  built  wardrobes  for  employes’ 
coats  . . . Marian  Liddy  is  the  new  booker 
replacing  lone  Jones. 


€>  MI  A H A I 

JOE  SMITH,  RKO  salesman,  was  the  first 
* man  on  Filmrow  drawn  in  the  draft 
lottery.  Handsome  Joe’s  number  was  26th 
out  of  the  fishbowl  and  that  may  mean 
that  Joe  will  be  a sergeant  before  Sol  Yea- 
ger . . . Bill  Miskell,  Orpheum  manager, 
drove  150  miles  and  then  walked  around 
in  the  rain  and  mud  to  get  one  pheasant 
. . . Heinie  Saggau  of  Denison,  la.,  was  in 
Chicago  on  business. 

Slim  Fraser,  exhibitor  at  Havelock,  Neb., 
was  on  Filmrow  without  “Dorothy”  but  he 
had  no  excuses  . . . Omaha  Theatre  em- 
ployes had  a party  backstage  the  other 
night  after  the  show  was  over  . . . Harold 
Dunn,  Jewel,  Valentine,  Neb.,  was  in  town 
en  route  to  a big  football  game  at  Lincoln 
. . . Ted  Emerson,  Tri-States  ad  man, 
tripped  to  outstate  Nebraska  situations 
last  week. 

Walt  Bradley,  Moon,  Neligh,  Neb.,  was 
here  to  take  home  his  son.  Bill,  17,  who, 
has  been  in  an  Omaha  hospital  with  polio 
. . . George  Hall,  Franklin  and  Minden, 
Neb.,  reported  on  Davenport  street  that 
his  new  family  is  getting  along  fine  ... 
Mary  Francis  of  Monogram  has  been  ill 
. . . Don  McLucas,  United  Artists  boss,  was 
in  Des  Moines  on  business. 

Wes  Booth,  formerly  of  Nebraska  City 
and  Auburn,  Neb.,  is  a proud  poppa.  A 
son,  John  Jerry  Booth,  was  born  recently. 
Wes  is  now  in  Belle  Plaine,  la.  ..  . Harry 
McWilliams,  old  time  Publix  press  artist, 
was  in  Omaha  advancing  for  a Major 
Bowes  show  at  the  Orpheum  . . . To  settle 
a dispute  at  a local  exchange,  Frank  Good, 
lowana.  Red  Oak,  la.,  is  a bachelor. 

Howard  Brookings,  former  exhibitor  at 
Weeping  Water,  Neb.,  is  the  new  owner  at 
Avoca,  la.,  taking  over  from  J.  A.  Mere- 
dith. Howard  has  been  operating  a thea- 
tre in  California  and  says  he’s  glad  to  get 
back  to  the  Omaha  territory  . . . Hy  Hol- 
lander, Schleswig,  la.,  has  been  out  pick- 
ing corn  the  past  week  . . . Ray  Brown, 
Harlan,  la.,  likes  to  play  cards,  our  scouts 
tell  us. 

Fox  exchange  employes  had  a Hallo- 
we’en party  that  was  a riot.  Manager  Joe 
Scott  was  dressed  as  a little  boy,  his  wife 
as  a hill-billy  girl.  Pat  Halloran  was 
dressed  as  Hitler.  Harry  Levy  was  in 
charge  of  the  liquid  refreshments,  Hilton  \ 
Fonda  in  charge  of  food,  and  to  quote 
Frail  Williams,  everyone  was  in  charge  of 
fun. 

Sam  Epstein,  local  circuit  owner,  has 
taken  over  the  Berkley,  suburban  theatre 
operated  by  M.  Marino  and  his  son.  The 
change  was  effective  November  1 ...  Ed 
Delaney,  exhibitor  at  Marcus,  la.,  was 
overheard  saying  something  about  a new 
daughter.  How  about  sending  us  con- 
firmation on  this,  Ed?  . . . Slim  Fraser,  al- 
ready mentioned,  plans  to  remodel  his 
theatre  one  of  these  days. 

John  Eding,  Aurelia,  la.,  also  operates 
a gas  truck  line  in  addition  to  his  theatre 
. . . The  new  son  at  the  Karl  Silkebakken 
home,  Odebolt,  la.,  looks  just  like  Karl, 
we’re  told  . . . John  McQuistan,  Bloomfield, 
Neb.,  and  H.  H.  Thomas,  Kingsley,  la., 
among  this  week’s  visitors  . . . Sandra  Lee 
Tomte’s  “world  premiere”  was  held  at  the 
Dr.  Stork  Theatre,  according  to  the  an- 
nouncements. 

Regina  Molseed,  RKO  booker,  is  doing 
her  usual  full  share  of  civic  work  by 
handling  trailers  for  the  Red  Cross  and 
similar  organizations. 
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Denounce  Goodwill  Early  Reports  Have  19  Towns 

Church  Trailers  Voting  for  Sunday  Shows 


Pittsburgh  — Theatre  trailers  urging 
people  to  “Go  to  Church  Siuiday,”  as  a 
gesture  of  goodwill  to  religious  groups, 
were  denounced  in  no  uncertain  terms  this 
week  by  the  Pittsburgh  Catholic. 

The  official  organ  of  the  Diocese,  in  an 
editorial,  denied  that  “it’s  smart  show- 
manship and  good  diplomacy  to  have  the 
churches  feel  friendly  toward  your  thea- 
tre.” 

The  Catholic  stated,  “The  extent  of  the 
hypocrisy  in  this  move  is  shown  by  the 
wording  of  one  of  the  trailers;  ‘Those 
countries  that  have  abandoned  the  Church, 
abolished  religious  organizations  and  for- 
gotten God,  are  involved  in  strife  and  tur- 
moil and  even  forbid  religious  freedom. 
This  should  urge  us  to  rally  to  the  support 
of  our  Churches  and  their  spiritual  aims! 
Let’s  go  to  church  somewhere  next  Sun- 
day!’ 

Seek  Invective 

“Hypocrisy,  effrontery,  cheek,  crust, 
impudence — there  doesn’t  seem  to  be  a 
suitable  term  to  apply  to  his  piece  of  ad- 
vice coming  from  an  industry  that  has 
done  so  much  to  weaken  the  work  of  the 
Church  and  that  is  at  this  moment  en- 
gaged in  a campaign  to  convince  people 
they  don’t  have  to  pay  any  attention  to 
what  the  Church  says  about  observing  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  one  of  the  Command- 
ments,” states  the  editorial  striking  at 
Sunday  motion  pictures. 


towns  voting  in  the  affirmative : 

AlleKhreiiy  County — 

Bellevue 

Brackenridge 

Brentwood* 

Carnegie* 

Castle  Shannon* 
Crafton* 

Harrison  Township 
Munhall* 

Springdale* 

Tarentum 
Turtle  Creek* 
Wilkinsburg 

Armstrong  County — 
Kittanning 
Leechburg 

Beaver  County- 
Beaver  Falls* 

Ellwood  City* 

New  Brighton 
Rochester 

Blair  County — 

Altoona 

Phillipsburg 

Butler  County — 

Butler 
Evans  City 
Zelienople 

Cambria  County — 

Ebensburg 

Johnstown* 

Portage* 

Clarion  County — 

Clarion 

Knox 

Rimersburg 

Fayette  County — 
Brownsville* 
Connellsville* 


Kap  Hopes  It's 
Not  an  Omen 

Pittsburgh — In  exploiting  "A  Dispatch 
From  Reuter's,"  which  tells  the  story  of 
the  formation  of  one  of  the  world's  great- 
est news  services,  Warner  Bros,  had  de- 
livered to  Kap  Monahan,  "Press"  film 
critic,  a carrier  pigeon  in  a cage. 

Soon  after  delivery,  the  pigeon  laid 
an  egg. 

Kap  hopes  that's  not  a bad  omen  for 
the  film. 

--  ^ 

Rosenberg  Heads  AMPTO 
Board  of  Directors 

Pittsburgh — M.  A.  Rosenberg,  who  re- 
tired several  weeks  ago  as  president  of 
the  AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  was  named  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  local 
Allied  unit  at  the  November  1 meeting 
of  the  association’s  directors.  Dr.  C.  E. 
Herman,  former  chairman  of  the  board, 
proposed  that  he  step  aside  in  favor  of 
Rosenberg. 

Fred  Beedle,  Canonsburg,  was  named  as 
president  of  the  organization  at  the  re- 
cent convention.  At  the  time  of  Rosen- 
berg’s retirement,  the  former  AMPTO 
president  was  elected  to  the  board  of 
directors. 


Indiana  County — 

Blairsville 
Homer  City 
Indiana 

Jefferson  County — 

Brookville 

Mereer  County — 

Stoneboro* 

Somerset  County — 

Conemaugh  Townsliip 

Meyersdale 

Windber* 

Venango  County — 

Emlenton 

Washington  County — 

McDonald 

Westmoreland  County — 

Arnold* 

Derry 

Greensburg 

Latrobe 

Ligonier 

Manor 

Mt.  Pleasant 
New  Kensington* 

North  Belle  Vernon* 

Vandergrift 

No  referenda  were  conducted  in  Crawford  coun- 
ty. In  Everett,  Bedford  county,  a proposal  for  a 
vote  on  the  issue  was  Vilocked  when  the  petition 
was  rejected  on  a technicality. 


* Voted  for  Sunday  shows. 


Pittsburgh — Early  returns  had  19  Penn- 
sylvania communities  winning  Sunday 
shows  at  special  referenda  conducted  Tues- 
day in  conjunction  with  the  national  elec- 
tion. Voters  of  32  communities  of  the 
commonwealth  turned  down  the  issue. 

Sunday  shows  won  the  nod  at  Brent- 
wood, Carnegie,  Castle  Shannon,  Craf- 
ton, Munhall,  Springdale,  Turtle  Creek, 
Arnold,  New  Kensington,  North  Belle  Ver- 
non, Cumberland  Township,  Beaver  Falls, 
Ellwood  City,  Connellsville,  Brownsville, 
Windber,  Johnstown,  Portage  and  Stone- 
boro. 

In  Rochester,  Beaver  county,  which  was 
among  the  towns  rejecting  the  issue,  the 
decision  was  protested. 

Next  week’s  issue  of  Boxoffice  will  carry 
a complete  report  on  how  the  various  com- 
munities involved  voted  on  the  Sunday 
show  question. 

A full  month  before  the  referenda  both 
proponents,  and  particularly  opponents,  of 
Sunday  shows  were  out  campaigning  over 
the  state,  anti-Sunday  show  adherents 
sponsoring  public  meetings  in  many  towns. 

The  Pittsburgh  Catholic  called  on  its 
readers  to  halt  “the  further  commerciali- 
zation of  the  Lord’s  Day  by  the  motion 
picture  interests,”  and  just  before  winding 
up  its  campaign  against  shows  on  the  Sab- 
bath, the  International  Federation  of  Cath- 
olic Alumnae  issued  a pronouncement 
charging  “the  number  of  morally  objec- 
tionable films  is  on  the  increase  and  there 
is  a tendency  toward  indecencies  in  the 
treatment  of  films.” 

Labor  Helps  Liberals 

Sunday  shows  found  their  staunchest 
campaigner  in  the  Pennsylvania  Federation 
of  Labor,  which  came  out  in  favor  of  them 
because  they  provide  additional  work, 
“clean,  wholesome  entertainment”  and 
added  revenue  for  the  state  and  nation. 

Other  organizations  which  conducted  ac- 
tive campaigns  against  Sunday  shows  were 
the  Lord’s  Day  Alliance,  the  Holy  Name 
Society  and  the  National  Reform  Ass’n. 

More  than  two-thirds  of  the  139  com- 
munities which  voted  on  the  issue  rejected 
Sunday  shows  at  the  polls  five  years  ago. 

The  Gazette,  a community  weekly  which 
claims  to  reach  more  Pennsylvanians  than 
any  other  in  the  state,  carried  the  following 
description  of  Hollywood  by  one  Harry  C. 
Gilchrist  prior  to  the  referenda: 

“Hollywood  is  a cesspool  of  iniquity,  and 
any  actor  or  actress  who  has  not  been 
through  the  divorce  courts  three  or  four 
times  is  the  exception  to  the  rule.  Scarce- 
ly anything  is  too  sacred  or  holy  to  escape 
their  filthy  touch.  The  home  with  all  its 
sacred  ties,  even  the  birth  of  children,  has 
been  paraded  before  the  vulgar  eyes  on  the 
screen  and  made  the  butt  of  jokes.  The 
church,  its  altars,  have  been  degraded  and 
its  members  are  cast  as  a gossipy,  selfish, 
noisy,  hypocritical  army.  The  Protestant 
minister  is  usually  portrayed  as  a spine- 
less, blue-nosed,  puritanic,  half -fed,  silly 
individual  with  an  umbrella.  Seldom  is  the 
church  or  the  minister  ever  cast  in  the 
noble  parts  they  so  richly  deserve,  in  a 
land  whose  founders  were  God-fearing, 
church-loving  folk  who  revered  the  Sab- 
bath as  a day  of  rest  and  worship,  and 
their  minister  as  a servant  of  God  and  a 
leader.” 
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How  They  Voted  on  Sunday  Issue 

vs  ■ — - ...  -JJ 

Pittsburgh — An  early  account  on  how  Pennsylvania  communities  voted  on  the 
Sunday  show  issue  follows  by  counties  in  alphabetical  order,  ivith  asterisks  mdicating 

Green  County — 

Cumberland  Town- 
ship* 

Greensboro 
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Premiere  of  "Zorro" 
A Smash  Success 


By  CLARA  HYDE 

Cincinnati — Twentieth-Fox’s  world  pre- 
miere of  “The  Mark  of  Zorro,”  starring 
Tyrone  Power,  local  boy  and  former  usher 
at  the  RKO  Paramount,  was  a smash  suc- 
cess here  where  it  opened  simultaneously 
at  the  RKO  Albee  and  Shubert  theatres. 
Personal  appearances  by  Tyrone  and  his 
wife,  Annabella,  at  both  theatres,  fea- 
tured the  opening. 

At  the  Albee,  a platform  raised  the  stars 
above  the  thousands  who  thronged  Foun- 
tain Square  where  traffic  had  been  re- 
routed to  facilitate  handling  of  the  crowds. 

The  dual  premiere  marked  the  culmina- 
tion of  several  days’  preliminary  engage- 
ments which  included  the  Kate  Smith 
broadcast,  appearances  of  Power  and 
Annabella  on  18  other  broadcasts  from 
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Cleveland  First  Runs 
Show  Business  Gain 

Cleveland — First  run  business  was  up 
14  per  cent  last  week,  showing  that  the 
shopping  fans  supported  ’’Knute  Rockne — 
All  American,"  ’’Third  Finger,  Left  Hand," 
”A  Dispatch  From  Reuter's"  as  well  as 
”Kit  Carson"  and  the  second  week  of 
’’City  for  Conquest."  Proving  that  this 
situation  reflects  a general  business  im- 
provement, the  state  tax  department  re- 
ported sales  tax  receipts  for  October  were 
12  per  cent  better  than  for  October,  1939. 

- --  -D 

various  stations,  including  the  Vox  Pop 
program.  A luncheon  for  the  press,  an 
appearance  at  the  “Bundles  for  Britain” 
Ball,  a monster  society  event;  guests  at 
the  Hallowe’en  party  of  the  Queen  City 
Variety  Club,  and  a special  party  in  his 
hotel  suite  for  schoolmates  of  former  days, 
not  to  mention  a visit  to  the  local  20th- 
Fox  exchange,  were  only  a part  of  the 
hour-by-hour  schedule  mapped  out  by 
some  dozen  publicity  campaigners  for  the 
popular  stars. 

Kleig  lights,  newsreel  reporters  and  the 
flash  of  cameras  greeted  the  premiere 
party  at  the  Albee,  where  the  famous 
Tyler  Davidson  fountain  swarmed  with 
men  and  women  vying  for  an  advanta- 
geous site  to  see  the  outdoor  ceremonies. 
Particularly  noteworthy  was  Power’s  abil- 
ity to  smile,  despite  the  fact  souvenir 
hunters  collared  all  his  coat  buttons  and 
even  made  off  with  his  tie. 

Power’s  work  in  “Zorro”  was  hailed  by 
local  critics  as  his  best  in  some  time. 
And  the  swift  pace  of  the  melodrama,  the 
tender  and  romantic  love  interest  and  the 
superb  settings  were  also  acclaimed  by 
the  scribes,  who  paid  special  compliments 
to  Director  Rouben  Mamoulian. 


Improve  in  Canton 

Canton,  Ohio — William  Harwell,  mana- 
ger of  Warner’s  Ohio  here,  announces  that 
extensive  improvements  will  be  started 
soon  on  the  house. 


Have  a Good  Time  at 
Warner  Club  Parly 


By  ELSIE  LOEB 

Cleveland — One  of  the  most  enjoyable 
parties  ever  given  by  the  Warner  Club  of 
Cleveland  was  held  in  the  club  rooms  last 
Friday  night.  It  combined  the  installa- 
tion of  new  officers  with  a Hallowe’en 
celebration,  and  the  credit  must  be  given 
to  Marty  Friedman,  vice-president,  and  his 
able  staff  for  getting  such  a big  turnout 
and  for  making  the  party  the  success  it 
was. 

Music  was  furnished  by  Manny  Landers 
and  his  orchestra.  Professional  entertain- 
ment included  La  Conga  lessons  by  the 
Arthur  Murray  Studios,  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  Sam  Costello,  manager,  as  well  as 
by  Laveme  & Dee  and  Alma  Bates,  from 
the  Hanna  Grill;  Pat  Ryan  from  the  Cabin 
Club,  and  “Red”  Evens  and  Eddie  Rau 
from  the  Cow  Shed. 

Non-professional  entertainment  was  fur- 
nished by  Julius  Lamm,  manager  of  the 
Warner  Uptown,  who  demonstrated  the 
old  fashioned  pump  handle  waltz  with  the 
Arthur  Murray  dance  teacher.  No  doubt 
she  learned  something  from  Julius. 

Ample  Entertainment 

The  committee  had  the  program  planned 
so  that  there  wasn’t  a dull  moment.  In 
one  corner,  one  of  the  talented  usherettes 
from  the  Lake  Theatre  did  charcoal  cari- 
catures upon  request.  A prize  was  award- 
ed to  the  girl  who  was  successful  in  dis- 
posing of  the  most  wedding  rings  to  the 
men  attending  the  party,  and  this  wedding 
ring  campaign  was  climaxed  by  wholesale 
“marriages”  performed  by  Nat  Wolf,  War- 
ner zone  manager,  who  looked  very  digni- 
fied in  cap  and  gown.  Del  Evens,  assistant 
contact  manager,  impersonated  Brigham 
Young  and  was  given  a real  wholesale  price 
as  a reward  for  his  efforts.  Kangaroo 
court  wound  up  the  evening,  various  mem- 
bers of  the  club  being  fined  for  their  of- 
fenses, including  Vitagraph’s  branch  man- 
ager, Charles  Rich,  who  was  severely  criti- 
cized for  laughing  at  one  of  his  own  shorts. 

Charles  Albert,  president  of  the  Warner 
Club,  told  the  members  that  “this  is  only 
the  beginning.”  Sounds  like  a campaign 
speech — except  that  Charles  is  already  in 
office. 


Virgil  Jackson  Named 
Tent  2 Chief  Barker 

Columbus — Virgil  A.  Jackson  on  January 
1 will  succeed  C.  Harry  Schreiber  as  Chief 
Barker  of  Variety,  Tent  2.  Jackson  is 
president  of  the  Central  States  circuit, 
Schreiber  city  manager  for  RKO.  Other 
officers  for  1941  will  include; 

Harold  Eckert,  first  vice-president,  dra- 
matic critic  for  the  Ohio  State  Journal; 
Leo  Yassenoff,  second  vice-president,  F&Y 
Theatre  Division;  J.  F.  Luft,  re-elected 
treasurer,  and  P.  J.  Wood,  re-elected  sec- 
retary, ITOO  secretary. 

Directors;  Russ  Bovim,  manager  Loew’s 
Ohio;  Milt  Staub,  Gustav  Hirsch  organi- 
zation; Max  Steam,  Southern  Theatre; 
Bill  Cunningham,  dramatic  critic  for  The 
Citizen;  Tom  Jones,  Club  37;  George  Anag- 
nost,  Greystone  Skateland;  Bill  Pullin  sr.. 
Linden  Theatre,  the  retiring  president,  and 
the  officers. 

Jackson  and  Schreiber  will  be  delegates 
to  the  national  convention,  Jones  and  Cun- 
ningham alternates.  Pullin  again  was 
named  national  canvassman. 


Zorro  Makes  His  Mark  in  Cincinnati — 

The  Queen  City  turned  out  its  crowds  to  pay  homage  to  an  old  favorite 
when  the  new  "The  Mark  of  Zorro”  world  premiered  at  the  Shuhert  and 
Albee.  At  the  top.  Mayor  Stewart  presents  keys  of  the  city  to  Tyrone 
Power  and  Annabella,  who  were  his  guests  at  the  Bundles- for -Britain  Ball 
at  the  Netherland  Plaza.  Below  is  a portion  of  the  25,000  people  who  jammed 
Fountain  Square  for  the  premiere. 
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John  Howard  Heads 
Detroit's  Barkers 


Detroit — Detroit  Variety  Club  elected 
John  Howard,  branch  manager  for  Para- 
mount Pictures,  as  Chief  Barker  for  next 
year.  New  officers  will  assume  their  du- 
ties on  January  1. 

Other  newly  elected  officers  are:  David 
Idzal,  manager  of  the  Pox,  first  assistant 
chief  barker;  William  Flemion,  branch 
manager  for  Producers  Releasing  Corp., 
second  assistant  chief  barker;  David  New- 
man, circuit  owner,  property  master  (sec- 
retary), and  John  Saxe,  treasurer  of  Mon- 
ogram Pictures,  dough  guy. 

New  directors,  in  addition  to  those  elect- 
ed as  officers,  are:  Frank  Wetsman,  of 
Wisper  and  Wetsman  Theatres;  Lou  Wis- 
per,  of  the  same  circuit;  Wade  Allen,  Fine 
Arts  Theatre;  Frank  J.  Downey,  branch 
manager  for  M-G-M;  Barney  Kilbride,  cir- 
cuit owner;  and  Carl  Buermele,  general 
manager  of  Cooperative  Theatres  of  Mich- 
igan. 

Variety  collected  nearly  $26,000  in  its 
recent  Tag  Day  Drive,  to  be  used  to  pro- 
vide food  and  clothing  for  needy  school 
children. 

Another  charitable  activity  of  the  club 
was  highlighted  in  the  report  showing  105 
free  shows  presented  to  “shut-ins”  in  hos- 
pitals, orphanages,  and  similar  institutions 
so  far  this  year. 


RKO  Columbus  Theatres 
Cut  Admission  Prices 

Columbus — Drastic  reductions  in  the 
Palace  and  Grand’s  admission  scales,  ef- 
fective November  8,  are  annoimced  by  C. 
Harry  Schreiber,  RKO  city  manager. 

New  admission  scale  at  the  Palace  for 
stage  attractions,  Monday  through  Friday: 
All  seats,  30  cents  from  opening  until  1 
p.  m.;  from  1 p.  m.  until  5 p.  m.,  ad- 
mission will  be  40  cents;  children  at  all 
times,  15  cents.  For  the  screen  attrac- 
tions; Opening  until  1 p.  m.,  20  cents;  1 
p.  m.  until  5:00,  33  cents;  balcony  seats 
after  5:00,  33  cents;  children  at  all  times, 
15  cents. 

The  Grand,  which  has  been  operating 
on  a part-time  basis,  goes  on  a full  seven- 
day  schedule  immediately,  with  admission 
scale  as  follows:  Monday  through  Friday 
(except  holidays)  until  1 p.  m.,  20  cents; 
after  5 p.  m.,  all  balcony  seats  33  cents; 
children,  15  cents  at  all  times. 


Reduce  Admissions  at  Union, 
Following  Quaker  Opening 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio — With  the 
opening  here  of  the  new  Quaker  Theatre 
by  Shea,  the  Union,  for  years  the  ace 
house  of  the  circuit  here,  has  reduced  ad- 
mission prices  to  16  cents  matinee  and 
evening  26  cents.  Children  under  12  will 
be  admitted  at  all  times  for  a dime  and 
juniors,  12  to  18  years,  will  be  charged 
21  cents.  House  will  continue  its  policy 
of  dual  feature  films,  with  occasional 
stage  shows,  according  to  William  Gilliam, 
manager. 


A Night  for  Old  Films 

Detroit^ — Ben  Cohn  is  inaugurating 
Flicker  Frolic  Night  at  the  Kramer  as  a 
Saturday  midnight  feature.  Product  dat- 
ing back  at  least  20  years  is  featured. 


r,  ^ 

"Escape"  Gets  OH 
To  Great  Start 

Detroit — In  its  first  four  days  at  the 
United  Artists,  Metro's  "Escape,"  co- 
starring  Norma  Shearer  and  Robert 
Taylor,  did  181  per  cent  of  normal  busi- 
ness, according  to  the  theatre  manage- 
ment. 
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Marlin  Smith  Again 
Heads  Ohio  ITO 


Columbus,  Ohio — Martin  G.  Smith  of 
Toledo  was  re-elected  head  of  the  Ohio 


M.ARTIN  SMITH 


ITO  at  the  organiza- 
t i o n ’ s convention 
held  at  the  Deshler 
Wallick  Hotel  here 
Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  Oct.  30-31. 

With  Smith  in  of- 
fice are  F.  W.  Huss 
jr.  of  Cincinnati  and 
Max  Steam  of  Co- 
lumbus, the  latter  re- 
placing Bob  Menches 
of  Akron,  vice-presi- 
dent, and  Hoy  O. 
Simons  of  Washing- 
ton Cleveland 
Heights,  treasurer. 


On  the  board  of  directors  are  Henry 
Greenberger,  John  D.  Kalafat,  Nat  B. 
Charnas,  Harold  Bernstein,  L.  F.  Eick,  J. 
W.  Trunk,  Jerome  M.  Steel,  Leo  Kessel. 
New  directors  are  C.  A.  MacDonald,  Henry 
S.  Fickinger,  Ray  S.  Wallace,  C.  F.  Pfister, 
and  Henry  Thomas. 


The  convention  was  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful the  organization  has  had.  Some 
400  theatres  were  represented  in  addition 
to  all  the  major  distributors  and  equip- 
ment concerns. 


Speakers  on  the  program  included  Sid- 
ney Samuelson  of  Philadelphia,  who  as 
chairman  of  the  Allied  Information  De- 
partment declared,  “The  ultimate  purpose 
of  the  A.  I.  D.  is  to  furnish  exhibitors  with 
information  on  their  own  business  com- 
parable to  that  already  possessed  by  the 
film  salesmen.”  Abram  F.  Myers,  coun- 
sel for  National  Allied,  in  detailing  the 
consent  decree  expressed  the  belief  that 
the  settlement  of  the  government  suit 
would  not  solve  the  problems  of  the  ex- 
hibitors as  far  as  buying  is  concerned. 

Arthur  Kelly,  new  UA  vice-president  in 
charge  of  domestic  distribution,  and  the 
third  speaker,  stressed  the  need  for  qual- 
ity product  to  be  retained  despite  loss  of 
foreign  revenues. 

Others  who  were  heard  at  the  banquet, 
the  second  day  of  the  convention,  were  H. 
M.  Richey  of  M-G-M,  Billy  James,  Jack 
Kirsch  of  the  Illinois  organization  and  D. 
H.  Palfreyman  of  the  Hays  office. 


Dave  Miller  Testimonial 
Will  Be  Held  Nov.  30 

Cleveland — The  Dave  Miller  testimonial 
dinner,  honoring  his  20th  anniversary  with 
Universal  and  in  which  all  offices  in  his 
district  will  participate,  will  be  held  at  the 
Hollenden  Hotel,  on  November  30,  and  not 
on  November  20,  as  announced  last  week. 


Break  Up  UDT  Into 
Three  Divisions 


Detroit — Reorganization  of  United  De- 
troit Theatres  into  three  divisions,  with 
appointment  of  a supervisor  for  each,  is 
being  effected  by  Detroit’s  largest  circuit. 

Downtown  first  run  houses,  plus  the 
Madison,  go  to  Robert  Corbin,  who  former- 
ly doubled  as  manager  of  the  Michigan 
and  United  Artists.  The  western  division, 
including  the  Riviera,  Annex,  Regent,  Nor- 
west  and  Varsity,  goes  to  Joseph  Busic, 
who  has  been  manager  of  the  Fisher  for 
a number  of  years.  The  eastern  division, 
including  the  Broadway-Capitol,  Vogue, 
Cinderella,  Alger,  Ramona,  Rosedale,  and 
Birmingham,  will  be  in  charge  of  Asher 
Shaw. 

A series  of  changes  to  carry  out  the  new 
setup  includes  the  following  shifts  of  man- 
agers: Rufus  Shepherd,  Vogue  to  Fisher; 
James  Easson,  Alger  to  Vogue;  Joseph 
Bonino,  Rosedale  to  Alger;  Leo  Ward,  for- 
mer assistant  at  Birmingham,  promoted  to 
manager  of  the  Rosedale;  Frank  Perry, 
Regent  to  United  Artists;  Gil  Green,  Var- 
sity to  Regent;  Grant  Hawkins,  former  as- 
sistant at  United  Artists,  promoted  to  man- 
ager at  Varsity;  Don  Kuhn,  Palms-State 
to  Broadway-Capitol;  Frank  Upton,  Rivi- 
era to  Palms-State;  Donald  Dunn,  Ra- 
mona to  Riviera;  Robert  Salters,  Annex  to 
Ramona;  Cassius  Smith,  Norwest  to  An- 
nex; Seymour  Gruber,  assistant  at  Ra- 
mona, to  manager  of  the  Norwest. 


Starrer  for  Hugh  Herbert 

Hollywood — Hugh  Herbert  will  star  in 
“Who’s  Crazy  Now?”,  a Ken  Goldsmith 
production  for  Universal  which  Eddie  Cline 
will  direct. 


BETZ  STORAGE  SYSTEM  OF 

COMPLETE  AIR 
CONDITIONING 

The  Practical  System 
For  Theatres 

A REFRIGERATION  SYSTEM  op- 
erating off  of  the  electric  peak, 
thus  low  demand  charge  result- 
ing in  unusually  low  operating 
cost. 

Uniform  temperatures. 

Entire  system  fully  automatically 
controlled. 

Now  is  the  time  to  discuss  the 
matter  prior  to  advance  in  price 
of  materials. 

BETZ  AIR 
CONDITIONING  CORP. 

FILM  ROW  KANSAS  CITY.  MO. 

15  years  specializing  in  theatre 
Air  Conditioning 
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JJARRY  ABRAMS  is  no  longer  associated 
with  the  Palace  in  Lancaster.  Leo 
Kessel  is  now  operating  the  house  alone. 
Abrams,  according  to  dispatches  from  Lan- 
caster, plans  to  open  a ladies  ready-to-wear 
store  . . . The  RKO  Palace  had  “Francis- 
co’s Spook  Frolic”  booked  in  for  a mid- 
night scare  session  November  7 . . . George 
White’s  “Scandals”  opened  following  day 
for  one  week  . . . Lloyd  Goad,  formerly 
manager  of  C.  A.  MacDonald’s  Westmont, 
is  now  boss  of  the  Victor  . . . C,  Harry 
Schreiber  was  in  New  York  for  a three- 
day  conference  with  RKO  home  office  of- 
ficials. 

Charlie  Chaplin’s  “Dictator”  is  currently 
at  Loew's  Broad.  75  cents  matinee,  $1.10 
nights  . . . The  Ohio  State  football  may 
have  gone  to  pot,  but  the  old  gang  is  still 
following  them.  At  Cornell  were  Johnny 
Barcroft,  Johnny  Jones,  Harold  Eckert 
and  Leo  Yassenoff,  to  name  a few.  En- 
countered same  unholy  four  m Chicago 
two  weeks  previous. 

Annual  barn  dance  of  Variety  was  out- 
standing success,  some  6,000  persons  at- 
tending. The  V.  C.,  incidentally,  is  being 
renovated  with  paint  and  stuff  . . . 
“Knute  Rockne”  in  two  weeks  produced 
business  enough  to  rate  with  biggest  of 
year  . . . Add  surprises:  The  Citizen’s  dra- 
matic critic,  Bill  Cunningham,  has  been 
turning  out  a Sunday  football  game  chat 
column  . . . Reports  from  smaller  com- 
munities indicate  the  sudden  craze  for 
duckpins  and  bowling  is  again  causing  the 
boxoffice  to  drop.  And  to  top  that,  the 
skating  rinks  are  still  taking  their  toll. 

To  many  of  us,  the  outstanding  event 
of  the  entire  convention  was  the  appear- 
ance at  the  Martin  Smith  testimonial  din- 
ner of  Billy  James.  The  grand  old  boy 
was  making  one  of  his  rare  public  “show- 
ings” since  being  taken  ill  five  years  ago. 
Needless  to  say,  he  was  in  excellent  form. 
And  it  was  a grand  gesture  on  the  part 
of  Max  Steam  in  introducing  Mrs.  James. 

Fred  Rowland  has  taken  over  the  Bex- 
ley, retaining  Bert  Williams  as  man- 
ager. The  Bexley  is  the  trick  duo-audi- 
torium house  with  the  Lindenberg  projec- 
tion and  sound  equipment.  Rowland  also 
operates  the  Parsons,  Main,  Hollywood  and 
Columbia  theatres  . . . Harry  Young  ad- 
vises us  that  the  Cincy  Universal  exchange 
is  now  leading  the  country  in  sales.  Harry, 
incidentally,  played  host  to  the  ITOO  con- 
vention at  the  RKO  Grand  with  a special 
showing  of  “Seven  Sinners.”  And  speak- 
ing of  the  convention,  Metro’s  Watty  Wat- 
son stole  the  show  with  two  beautiful  hos- 
tesses and  Leo  jr.  (We  hate  to  mention 
that  Leo  jr.  was  really  Leona,  and  that 
she  belongs  to  Johnny  Harris). 


New  Battle  Creek  House 
To  Care  for  Conscripts 

Detroit — Army  training  plans  are  di- 
rectly responsible  for  the  construction  of 
a new  800-seat  theatre  by  Butterfield  at 
Battle  Creek,  where  the  circuit  now  oper- 
ates four  of  the  six  existing  theatres.  The 
city  is  close  to  Camp  Custer,  which  will 
house  the  Army’s  Fifth  Division. 

Butterfield  opened  two  theatres  the  past 
week — the  new  Southtown  at  Lansing  and 
the  remodeled  Hill  (formerly  Alhambra) 
at  Hillsdale. 


Talk  Production — 

Walter  Wanger,  center,  when  the  pro- 
ducer stopped  over  in  Cleveland  on  his 
nationwide  tour  to  contact  exhibition 
and  distribution  figures.  Taking  photo 
time  out  from  conversations  with  him 
are  Frank  Gross,  left,  owner  of  the 
Cedar,  Grand  and  Quincy  in  Cleve- 
land, and  Peter  Wellman,  Mock’s 
Theatre,  Girard,  Ohio. 


CIIMCIIIMMATII 

J^R.  AND  MRS.  PHIL  CHAKERES  of  the 
Chakeres  circuit,  Springfield,  have  as 
guests  in  their  home  “Masters”  Robin  and 
Brian  Thornton,  aged  six  and  13,  who 
arrived  recently  from  England  “for  the 
duration.”  The  little  fellows  have  been 
warmly  welcomed  and  have  already  adopt- 
ed their  new  aunt  and  uncle  . . . Warner 
Club  entertained  with  a dutch  treat  and 
hayride  at  the  Handle  Bar  Ranch,  Mt. 
Healthy.  Ordine  Carter  is  prexy.  Social 
arrangements  were  made  by  Constance 
Jamison  . . . Dayton  Variety  Club  enter- 
tained with  a pre-election  party  at  the 
club  rooms  in  the  Moraine  Hotel. 

Universal’s  local  bookers  were  fourth  in 
the  company’s  drive  which  ended  August 
31  . . . Notables  attending  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “The  Mark  of  Zorro”  included 
Peter  Grant,  radio  announcer;  Erving 
Kahn,  nephew  of  Irving  Berlin,  and  con- 
nected with  20th-Fox;  Rodney  Bush,  2Qth- 
Fox,  who  manages  the  star’s  contacts;  Ted 
Collins,  manager  for  Kate  Smith;  Kate 
Smith  herself,  and  Roger  Ferri,  George 
Roberts,  J.  L.  Needham,  Charles  E.  Mc- 
Carthy and  William  Sussman,  all  of  20th- 
Fox  . . . Herb  Byrd  of  the  Classic  and  Ohio 
theatres,  Dayton,  has  moved  into  a new 
home  north  of  Dayton.  Byrd  formerly 
headed  the  Dayton  Variety  Club. 

“Red”  Davidson  of  Greenfield,  Ohio,  was 
in  this  week.  Also  Gene  Hensley,  Hensley- 
Clemmons  circuit,  and  Manny  Marcus  of 
the  Esquire  . . . M-G-M  Pep  Club  is  lay- 
ing plans  for  a bowling  party,  with  Tom 
Smiley  in  charge  of  arrangements  . . . Nat 
Levine,  Harry  Whamsley,  Bud  Ackerman 
and  “Doc”  Crist,  Cincy  film  folk,  all  de- 
voted nimrods,  are  taking  to  the  fields  . . . 
Laura  Dell  Dugle,  Lyric,  Manchester,  was 
a recent  visitor.  Mrs.  Dugle  is  also  a col- 
lector of  rare  and  old  glass. 

A.  Ed  Campbell  opened  his  new  State  at 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  November  3 . . . Mike 
Mayios  has  added  Altec  service  to  his 
Manos  Theatre  at  Elkins,  W.  Va. 


piLM  FOLKS  are  hereby  notified  that 

they  can  combine  a good  deed  and 
a good  time  by  buying  a ticket  to  the  Plain 
Dealer  Charity  Football  game  on  Novem- 
ber 23  from  Marie  Flynn,  the  little  girl 
with  the  big  smile  over  at  the  M-G-M 
exchange  . . . Jack  Warfel,  assistant  film 
critic  and  feature  writer  for  The  Press, 
was  waiting  for  the  first  number  to  be 
drawn  from  the  Fish  Bowl  so  he  could 
jump  on  his  day’s  assignment,  when  lo  and 
behold,  he  found  that  the  historic  158  was 
his  number.  So  Warfel,  31  and  unmar- 
ried, is  looking  forward  to  a winter  south. 

Charlie  Deardourff , M-G-M  exploiteer, 
was  absent  from  the  ITO  convention  for 
the  first  time  in  many  years.  The  pleas- 
ant task  of  selecting  a couple  of  pretty 
cigarette  girls  to  represent  M-G-M  was 
allotted  this  year  to  J.  E.  Watson,  ex- 
ploiteer out  of  Cincinnati  . . . Charles 
Kranz,  president  of  Select  Attractions, 
was  in  town  visiting  with  Herb  Ochs,  dis- 
tributor of  the  product  in  the  Cleveland, 
Cincinnati  and  Indianapolis  territories. 

Mrs.  Lena  Stillwell,  manager  and  own- 
er of  the  Bedford,  Bedford,  is  very  sad 
because  12-year-old  pet  pooch  is  dead 
. . . Arthur  Unger  of  Coulter  Premiums 
was  in  town  arranging  to  have  his  product 
handled  by  Distributors  Sales  Co.  . . . 
Among  the  “regulars”  who  did  not  attend 
this  year’s  ITO  convention  in  Columbus 
were  M.  B.  Horwitz,  Nat  Barach  of  Nation- 
al Screen  Service,  Eddie  Johnson  and 
Louis  Gross,  Louis  Israel  and  Frank  Gross. 

Johri  Himmelein  is  slowly  but  surely 
acquiring  a line  of  formidable  theatre 
games  to  boost  business.  To  Movie  Turf 
a7id  Uncle  Josh’s  Country  Store,  he  has 
added  Zip-O,  designed  to  bring  in  the 
children  . . . Herb  Ochs,  just  back  from 
Indiaiiapolis,  placed  three  first  runs  at 
the  Apollo.  They  are  “Murder  in  the 
Night,”  “Dangerous  Cargo,”  and  “Let 
George  Do  It”  . . . What’s  your  number?” 
is  the  favorite  question  along  Filmrow 
these  days.  To  date,  the  exchanges  are  in- 
tact with  not  one  of  the  boys  on  the 
“first”  list. 

Lee  Chapman,  distributing  “Damaged 
Goods,”  reports  he  has  sold  the  picture 
for  one-week  runs  at  the  Strand,  Youngs- 
town; State,  Canton,  and  Garden,  Ports- 
mouth . . . The  fate  of  the  Ohio  in  Cleve- 
land is  still  undetermined  . . . Melvyn 
Douglas  was  in  town,  but  not  in  his  ca- 
pacity of  screen  star.  He  spoke  at  the 
Cleveland  Hotel  before  a large  gathering 
of  members  and  friends  of  the  National 
Committee  of  Independent  Voters  for 
Roosevelt.  From  Cleveland  he  went  to 
Columbus  and  from  there  on  to  the  west 
coast  by  plane  . . . Nat  Holt,  RKO  Great 
Lakes  division  manager,  served  cider  and 
doughnuts  to  his  patrons  at  the  RKO 
Palace  on  Hallowe’en. 


Jack  Shear  Succumbs  to 
A Sudden  Heart  Attack 

Cleveland — Jack  Shear,  shipper  for  the 
old  Vitagraph  company  and  Warner  Bros, 
for  the  past  20  years,  died  last  week 
following  a sudden  heart  attack,  which 
seized  him  while  on  the  job.  Shear,  who 
was  51,  succumbed  while  on  the  way  to 
the  hospital.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
a son  and  a daughter.  Burial  was  on 
Saturday. 
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Celebrate  Billing  Victory — 

The  M-G-M  Detroit  exchange  employes  are  celebrating  their  victory  in 
the  recent  hillings  contest.  The  toast  is  to  Clayton  Lynch,  whose  team 
relinquished  the  championship  to  Detroit.  In  the  inset,  are,  left  to  right: 
E.  M.  Saunders,  manager  of  the  western  division;  Frank  J.  Downey,  resi- 
dent manager  at  Detroit  who  is  presenting  Lynch’s  check  to  Marihelle 
Brock,  president  of  the  M-G-M  Club,  for  its  charities.  At  the  extreme 
right  is  J.  E.  Flynn,  district  manager.  The  Victory  Dinner  was  held  in 
the  Book  Cadillac  Hotel  in  Detroit  on  October  26. 


ID)  IE  T K O I T 

FLOIN  MASON,  ex-booker,  postcards  from 
" the  windup  of  the  World’s  Fair,  head- 
ing to  Chicago  by  way  of  Washington  . . . 
The  Metro  gang  presided  over  Hospitality 
Center  at  Jackson  . . . The  Jack  London, 
whose  “Queen  of  the  Yukon”  Harlan  Starr 
of  Monogram  is  plugging,  just  wasn’t  one 
of  our  Detroit  Londons.  There  are  about 
six  of  the  family  as  exhibitors  here  . . . 
Bill  Carlson  swinging  around  the  corner 
in  that  flashy  blue  coupe  right  in  the 
middle  of  traffic  . . . Michael  Noch,  busi- 
ness agent  of  the  Billposters’  Union,  a vic- 
tim of  the  fall  cold. 

M.  W.  Cummings  is  operator  at  J.  C. 
Ritter’s  Rialto  now  . . . Fred  Stritt,  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies  some  years  ago  at  the 
State,  is  back  at  the  Northwood.  Sammy 
Dibert,  another  old  theatre  name  here,  is 
on  the  same  bill  . . . Jimmy  Durante, 
headlining  the  Bowery  Show,  proved  a real 
trouper  . . . Jake  Sullivan,  manager  of  the 
Parkside,  invited  us  to  the  opening  of  the 
Parkside  Cocktail  Lounge  next  door. 

Don  B.  Durian,  formerly  public  relations 
director  for  the  Public  Administration 
Clearing  House,  Chicago,  is  a new  slide- 
film  writer  for  Jaan  Handy  . . . Will  Potts, 
now  “M-G-M  executive”  at  Chicago,  mar- 
ried Ruth  Hinz,  secretary  to  Bill  Bishop, 
another  ex-Detroiter  . . . Frank  Gill,  film 
critic  of  the  Free  Press,  was  guest  at  a 
luncheon  at  the  Statler,  celebrating  his 
marriage  to  Sybil  Bingay,  daughter  of 
Malcolm  W.  Bingay,  editorial  director  of 
the  paper  and  Variety  Barker.  Len  Shaw, 
Charles  Gentry,  A1  Weitschat,  Alice  Gor- 
ham, Ralph  Stitt,  Bill  Hendricks  and  Cliff 
Brown  were  among  theatre-pressmen  at- 
tending. 

UDT  managers  had  a special  conference 
to  standardize  lobby  and  front  policies  . . . 
Monnie  Drake,  “Miss  Michigan”  (1940) 
and  runner-up  to  “Miss  America,”  comes 
to  the  Michigan  with  the  Ozzie  Nelson 
Show  . . . Ken  Murray  was  guest  at  an- 
other Statler  luncheon  arranged  by  Ralph 
Corbin  of  UDT  for  local  critics  and  radio 
people  . . . Savoy  Theatre,  formerly  oper- 
ated by  Charles  Robinson,  has  been  regis- 
tered by  Sam  Goldberg  and  Rubin  Miller. 

Joseph  Miskinis  got  the  o.  k.  of  the  City 
Council  for  projecting  signs  and  marquee 
on  his  new  Civic  . . . Fred  DeLodder,  cir- 
cuit owner,  and  Howard  Ervinck  are  in- 
corporating the  Mount  Elliott  Theatre  Co. 
. . . James  Bukiwale  and  Severina  Dan- 
swski  are  planning  a new  marquee  and 
sign  for  the  Seville  ...  Ed  Long,  Long  Sign 
Co.,  has  a new  venture — the  City  Theatre. 

Louis  Fava,  20th-Fox  shipper,  very  fatal- 
istic about  his  draft  number  being  called 
up  ..  . Charlie  Garner  of  Allied  Film  ex- 
change reports  five  prints  of  “Leopard 
Men  of  Africa”  working  in  the  territory 
. . . John  Stava,  RKO  shipper,  and  Frank 
Willy,  M-G-M  shipper,  the  first  filmites 
here  called  up  in  the  draft. 

Carl  Zipper,  PRC  booker,  smoking  his 
pipe  upside  down  . . . W.  W.  Bailey  of 
Distributors  reports  275  pairs  of  hose 
were  given  away  on  Hosiery  Night  at  the 
Lasky  last  week  . . . Bill  Kent,  a real  vet- 
eran, recently  with  PRC,  is  special  repre- 
sentative for  Monogram  on  “Film  Fum- 
bles” . . . Lloyd  Hammond  back  from 
Canada  making  plans  for  “Film  Fumbles” 
release  “over  there”  . . . We  met  Carl 
Lehning,  manager  of  the  Rodgers  at  Cairo, 
headquarters  of  the  Rodgers  circuit,  on 
our  vacation. 

Pete  Simon  busy  on  the  last  of  those 
election  trailers  ...  Ed  Ballew  and  Max 


A1  Dezel  Is  Reopening 
An  Office  in  Detroit 

Detroit — A1  Dezel  Roadshows  will  re- 
open an  office  here  in  the  Film  Exchange 
Building.  Dezel,  who  operated  from  here 
for  a number  of  years,  closed  his  office  sev- 
eral months  ago  to  concentrate  in  the  Chi- 
cago office. 

Dezel  has  territorial  distribution  rights 
to  “Secrets  of  a Model,”  “Whirlpool,” 
“Lucrezia  Borgia,”  “School  for  Husbands,” 
and  “Mile.  Ma  Mere.” 


Form  Company  for  New 
Theatre  in  Ashland 

Cleveland — Meyer  S.  Fine,  head  of  As- 
sociated Theatres,  and  Jerome  M.  Fried- 
lander  and  Robert  I.  Kopper  are  listed  as 
incorporators  of  Associated  Theatres  Corp. 
It  is  reported  the  new  company  has  en- 
tered a bid  for  a proposed  new  theatre 
for  Ashland,  Ohio. 


Abramson,  UA  exploiteers,  in  town  work- 
ing on  “Pastor  Hall”  . . . Harry  Lotz  and 
Ben  Zimmer,  UA,  have  rearranged  their 
booking  desks  . . . Jack  W.  Servies,  NTS, 
in  from  New  York  for  a few  days  . . . 
W.  J.  Turnbull,  NTS  manager,  and  Sales- 
man S.  C.  Waldren  attended  the  opening 
of  the  Hill  at  Hillsdale. 

H.  Vinton  Gilbert  of  Allied  Film  ex- 
changes in  New  York  buying  pictures  . . . 
Elsa  Maxwell,  who  just  made  a personal 
appearance  at  the  Fox  in  connection  with 
“Public  Deb.  No.  1,”  will  work  for  the 
Polish  War  Relief  Festival,  January  11-19 
. . . Katharine  Hepburn  was  guest  of 
honor  at  a special  screening  of  “Escape” 
at  UDT’s  projection  room  Thursday.  She’s 
been  appearing  at  the  Cass  in  “Philadel- 
phia Story”  . . . Bill  Schulte  is  making 
some  improvements  at  his  newly  acquired 
Virginia. 


WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Charles  C.  Ross,  who  is  operator  out  at 
Eddie  Pasco’s  Campau  in  Hamtramck,  lives 
in  Highland  Park  . . . Joe  McPherson, 


Theatre  Ground  Broken  in 
Oakley.  Pleasant  Ridge 

Cincinnati — Ground  has  been  broken  for 
two  new  theatres,  one  in  Oakley,  the  other 
in  Pleasant  Ridge. 

The  Oakley  house,  located  on  Madison 
Road,  will  be  operated  by  Willis  Vance 
who  has  the  Ohio  and  Eden  locally  and 
the  State  across  the  river  in  Newport.  To 
be  known  as  the  20th  Century,  the  new 
theatre  will  have  1,000'  seats,  including  a 
smoking  mezzanine.  Project  will  represent 
an  investment  in  excess  of  $150,000,  and 
will  be  completed  around  May  1. 

The  Ridge  house  will  be  operated  by 
the  East  Ridge  Corp.  Secretary  of  state’s 
records  show  the  corporate  setup  is  a 
“dummy,”  actual  owners  being  in  the 
dark.  Theatre  is  to  have  750  seats,  to  cost 
$80,000,  and  will  open  March  1. 

Both  theatres  were  designed  by  the  F&Y 
Theatre  Division  of  Columbus.  The  same 
company,  headed  by  Leo  Yassenoff,  is  also 
the  builder  on  both  projects. 


usher  at  Jeff  Williams’  East  Detroit  in 
East  Detroit,  was  the  hero  of  a holdup, 
but  he  received  minor  injuries  in  a fight 
with  the  lone  bandit  who  held  up  ticket- 
girl  Anne  Williams  at  the  boxoffice. 


Bernard  Brooks  of  the  President  is  in- 
corporating the  $10,000  Rouge  'Theatre  Co. 
for  the  new  theatre  he’s  building  in  River 
Rouge. 


Direcls  "Arkansas  Judge" 
Hollywood  — Republic’s  “Arkansas 
Judge,”  starring  the  Weaver  Brothers  and 
Elviry,  will  be  directed  by  Prank  McDonald 
for  Producer  Armand  Schaefer. 


Air-Conditioned  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Montcalm 

meeting  peace  fok  the  industry 
“Food  You’ll  Remember” 

DON  DKISCOEL  and  JIMMY  KING 
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BILL  SERRAO,  Arnold  exhibitor,  dis- 
*^uibuted  a number  of  “I  Have  Regis- 
tered” buttons  to  the  “numbered”  boys  of 
Filmrow  . . . Phil  Rosenberg’s  new  bridge 
club  has  opened  in  the  rear  of  Don  D'Car- 
lo's  theatrical  agency  . . . Edward  J.  Cala- 
han,  54,  manager  of  Westinghouse  Art- 
ists’ Service,  Inc,,  at  KDKA,  died  sud- 
denly in  his  apartment  last  week.  He 
came  to  KDKA  in  1935  and  was  widely 
known  among  members  of  the  theatrical 
profession  in  this  area  . . . An  ordinance 
to  eliminate  overhead  signs  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh Triangle  has  been  rejected  by  coun- 
cil's public  safety  committee. 

Steve  Lang's  Liberty,  Whitesville,  W.  Va., 
badly  damaged  by  fire  several  weeks  ago, 
is  being  rebuilt  and  will  be  reopened  late 
in  December  ...  A new  theatre  is  un- 
der construction  at  Cedar  Grove,  W.  Va., 
for  Exhibitor  Palmer  who  expects  to  be 
ready  for  openmg  by  Thanksgiving  . . . 
Lew  Lefton  and  Joe  Fleshin  of  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.  have  signed  the  Bram- 
well  circuit  of  14  theatres  in  Virginia, 
Kentucky  and  West  Virginia.  E.  L.  Keis- 
ling  and  “Doc”  Newboldt  represented  the 
Bramwell  outfit  . . . Sol  Hyman,  Hunt- 
ington shoumian  and  president  of  the  West 
Virginia  Managers’  Ass’n,  affiliated  with 
the  MPTOA,  is  in  good  health  again  after 
a long  illness.  Also  back  on  the  job  is 
Miss  Ruth  Haurer,  associated  with  Abe 
Hyman,  Huntington,  brother  of  Sol.  She 
manages  the  Ferguson,  Charleston. 

A new  theatre  is  under  construction  at 
Oceania,  W.  Va.,  for  James  Roberts  . . . 
The  Abbot  recently  made  its  bow  in  Hunt- 
ington, W.  Va.,  under  the  management  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  J.  Walters,  who  are  iden- 
tified in  exhibition  at  Guyandotte  and 
Milton  . . . C.  E.  Kuhn  has  reopened  the 
Almo,  Cameron,  W.  Va.,  which  had  been 
closed  all  summer.  Kuhn  recently  re- 
turned from  California  where  he  visited 
a sister  . . . Charlie  Aiken,  former  Pitts- 
burgh film  salesman,  is  now  with  an  oil 
company  in  Greensburg,  Pa.  He  stopped 
around  the  other  day  to  say  hello. 

The  Ben  Steermans  were  hosts  at  the 
Variety  Club  family  night  party  November 
8.  The  Perry  Nathans  were  in  charge 
Friday-a-week-ago.  Harry  M.  Kalmine 
was  “king”  at  the  club's  regular  Monday 
evening  dinner  this  week,  following  which 
the  officers  of  Variety  Post  No.  589,  Ameri- 
can Legion,  were  installed  for  the  new 
year,  with  notable  Legionnaires  in  attend- 
ance as  guests.  “King”  for  the  Noveynber 
11  dinner  will  be  Tony  Stern. 

Fred  J.  Herrington,  AMPTO  secretary, 
and  John  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M  district 
manager,  were  in  attendance  at  the  ITO 
of  Ohio  convention  as  Pittsburgh’s  repre- 
sentatives . . . Republic’s  general  office 
here  has  new  fluorescent  tubing  lighting 
system  . . . Locker  room  and  bathhouse 
at  Harry  Rubins’  Rock  Bottom  swimming 
pool,  Braddock  township,  were  destroyed 
by  fire  of  undetermined  origin  a week  ago 
. . . Among  the  army  of  nimrods  who 
opened  the  small  game  season  was  Jim 
Alexander.  He  was  back  in  the  office  in 
a few  hours  with  a fine  pheasant. 

Fred  Solomon's  American  Poster  Supply 
has  been  riewly  repaired  and  painted  . . . 
Stayi  Laurel  and  Oliver  Hardy,  with  Frank 
Parker,  will  headline  the  Stanley’s  stage 
show  following  the  George  Jessel  unit  and 
before  Louella  O.  Parsoiis’  troupe  No.  2 
arrives  here. 

Si  Feld,  Univei’sal  main  line  salesman 
for  a number  of  years,  has  resigned  . . . 


lATSE  members  on  the  sick  list  include 
Mike  Gardner  of  the  Stahl,  Homestead, 
who  is  at  home  with  pneumonia;  Bill 
Spang  of  the  Newsreel,  who  is  hospitalized, 
and  Dennis  Foley  of  the  Schenley,  who  is 
undergoing  an  operation  at  the  Veterans’ 
Hospital,  Aspinwall  . . . Bill  Gray,  Monon- 
gahela  exhibitor,  is  wearing  a new  Rotary 
pin  which  is  emblematic  of  his  attendance 
at  500  consecutive  meetings. 

Owen  Cleary,  ill  for  six  months  in  Mercy 
Hospital,  is  back  on  his  job  at  the  Fulton 
. . . Motorcycle  Policeman  George  Geyer, 
46,  has  retired  from  the  police  bureau 
after  21  years.  George  has  been  well  known 
and  liked  for  many  years  by  the  Filmrow 
folk  . . . Pittsburgh  council  again  this  week 
considered  a proposal  to  remove  all  over- 
head sig7is  in  the  city  by  January,  1943 
. . . Fred  J.  Herrington,  secretary  of  the 
AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  attended  the  eighth 
annual  coiivention  of  the  ITO  of  Ohio  at 
Columbus  this  week  and  the  testimonial 
ba7iquet  which  ho7iored  Martm  G.  Smith, 
preside7it  of  the  associati07i. 

Perry  Nathan,  NSS’s  local  manager, 
has  had  Eddie  Sonz,  of  Cincinnati,  Wil- 
liam B.  Brenner,  in  charge  of  accessory 
operations,  and  Billy  Bein,  district  repre- 
sentative, as  business-visitors  this  week  . . . 
A plea  in  behalf  of  youngsters  resulted  in 
a reduction  of  the  matinee  admission  price 
for  “The  Great  Dictator”  at  the  Warner. 
They  are  admitted  for  28  cents,  providing 
they  are  no  more  than  12  years  of  age. 
Continuous  performance  engagement 
prices  are  75  cents  for  matinees  and  $1.10 
evenings. 

A 7iew  theatre  is  U7ider  co7istruction  at 
Ka7iawha  City,  W.  Va.,  for  W.  P.  Black 
and  A.  Bliss  McCrum,  a7id  the  house  will  be 
operated  wider  lease  by  Joh7i  B.  Gardner, 
South  Charlesto7i  theatrema7i  . . . War7ier 
excha7ige  was  bookmg  35  prmts  of  “Lon- 
do7i  Ca7i  Take  It,”  the  one-reel  subject 
which  opened  here  simultaneously  in  six 
theatres  . . . Reports  insist  that  the  Sena- 
tor will  be  the  local  outlet  for  the  proposed 
O.  E.  Wee-Joseph  J.  Leve7ithal  $1  top  stage 
show  circuit.  Additio7ially , Eddie  Dowling 
stated  here  a few  days  ago  that  he  hopes 
to  introduce  a repertory  stage  plan  for  a 
7iu7nber  of  key  cities,  includmg  Pittsburgh, 
for  next  season  . . . Legit  Nixori  is  dark 
for  two  weeks. 

James  Laux,  Cameraphone,  has  succeed- 
ed Chuck  Shannon  as  manager  of  the 
Boulevard,  with  Shannon  promoted  to  the 
new  Whitehall,  Brentwood,  which  has  just 
opened.  The  Cameraphone  job  was  given 
to  Paul  Williams,  formerly  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  Sheridan  Square,  and  this  post 
is  now  occupied  by  Albert  Schemel,  for- 
merly of  the  Melrose  staff.  Melrose  and 
the  new  Whitehall  were  recently  acquired 
under  lease  by  Warner. 

Bill  Satori,  Universal  sales  representa- 
tive, was  wiinjured  but  his  car  was  badly 
wrecked  last  Swiday  m an  accident  in 
Sche7iley  Park  . . . Harlem  Casino  night 
club,  lohich  was  formerly  a Mark  Browar 
theatre,  on  Ce7iter  Avenue,  has  been 
leased  to  a chain  grocery  outfit  . . . Larry 
Puglia,  Way7iesburg  exhibitor,  is  around 
agam  after  a two-month  illness  . . . 
Charles  J.  Nolte,  Stanley  stage  doorman, 
ill  for  a long  period,  died  m a local  hos- 
pital. Veteran  member  of  the  lATSE,  he 
is  survived  by  his  widow,  Carlotta  Joh7i- 
st07i  and  a brother,  W.  J.  Nolte. 

William  C.  Jervis,  in  charge  of  RCA 
sales  for  Photophone,  announced  the  re- 
cent visit  of  the  stork.  New  arrival  has 
been  named  Paul  Wallace  Jervis.  The 
Jervises  have  a ten-year-old  son,  too.  Bill 


Protest  an  Ordinance  to 
Change  Projection  Rules 


Pittsburgh — A pending  city  ordinance, 
proposing  changes  of  regulations  governing 
the  operation  of  motion  picture  projection 
machines,  introduced  by  the  lATSE,  Local 
No.  171,  is  being  protested  by  amateurs 
of  the  8 and  16mm  film  field,  and,  in  part, 
by  the  AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.  Public  hearings 
will  be  held  on  the  proposed  ordinance 
which  would  license  operators  of  all  pro- 
jectors. 

Fred  J.  Herrington,  AMPTO  secretary, 
is  reported  unsatisfied  with  several  pro- 
visions, including  paragraphs  pertaining  to 
apprentice  operators  and  licensing  of 
operators.  L.  J.  Katz,  international  rep- 
resentative of  the  projectionists’  union, 
who  forwarded  the  proposal  to  city  coim- 
cil,  stated  that,  if  passed,  licensed  opera- 
tors would  be  required  in  Pittsburgh  for 
all  exhibitions,  excluding  those  for  educa- 
tional, religious  or  home  use. 

Exhibitor  squawk  concerns  the  provi- 
sion for  the  licensing  board  setup  which 
does  not  include  an  exhibitor. 


Bid  at  Ashland 

Ashland,  Ohio — Four  bids  have  been 
received  by  Mayor  Howard  S.  Lutz  for  a 
25-year  lease  on  the  proposed  theatre  in 
the  new  municipal  building.  High  bid  was 
that  of  the  Ohio  Amusement  and  Vend- 
ing Co.  of  Cleveland,  which  bid  $303,000. 
Second  highest  was  Belpik  Theatre  Corp. 
of  Cleveland,  which  bid  $280,000. 


To  Rebuild  Rialto 

Elyria,  Ohio — The  Rialto,  dark  for  sev- 
eral months,  will  be  rebuilt  and  reopened 
by  the  Rialto  Theatre  Co.  Alterations  are 
being  designed  by  Silsbee  & Smith,  Elyria 
architects,  and  include  a new  front,  gen- 
eral exterior  and  interior  decorations,  re- 
seating and  air-conditioning. 


Sets  “Damaged  Goods" 

Cleveland — “Damaged  Goods,”  released 
by  Lee  Chapman,  has  been  set  for  one-week 
runs  at  the  Garden,  Portsmouth;  State, 
Canton,  and  Strand,  Youngstown. 


reports  that  mother  and  infant  are  doing 
well  . . . We  couldn’t  help  but  think  back 
to  the  good  old  days  of  Lou  K.  Sidney, 
who  was  Loew’s  manager  here  at  the  old 
Aldine  (now  the  Senator)  when  we  viewed 
his  first  production  for  M-G-M,  “Hulla- 
baloo,” which  has  a radio  station  back- 
ground. Sidney  was  the  first  manager  to 
offer  the  “presentation”  type  of  show 
and  the  first  to  employ  radio  to  exploit  his 
attractions. 

Fred  Beedle,  7iewly  elected  president  of 
the  AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  met  with  the  ex- 
hibitor orga7iization’s  board  of  directors 
November  1.  Local  Allied  unit  will  hold  a 
membership  meetmg  within  a few  weeks 
. . . C.  C.  Kellenberg,  Variety  Club’s  new 
chief  barker,  was  active  in  the  testimonial 
bariquet  for  Da7iiel  C.  Hartbauer,  western 
vice  commander,  Pen7isylvania  department, 
American  Legion  . . . "Warner  Club’s  annual 
dirmer  dance  will  be  held  in  the  William 
Penn  Hotel  Sunday  evening,  November  10. 
The  Warner  Club  staged  a successful  stag 
smoker  the  other  evening  . . . Ken  Hoel 
again  steps  into  the  top  publicity  spot  for 
the  Harris  enterprises,  with  the  temporary 
release  of  George  Dewey  Tyson,  who  has 
purchased  a part  mterest  in  “The  lee 
Capades  of  1941,”  a7id  who  will  serve  as 
managing  director  of  the  show. 
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Cleveland  Stagehands 
Re-Elect  Fitzgerald 

Cleveland — John  B.  Fitzgerald  was  re- 
elected president  of  the  APL  Theatrical 
Stage  Employes  Union  here  to  serve  an- 
other four  years.  All  other  officers  also 
were  re-elected  by  acclamation,  including 
William  Finegan,  business  manager;  John 
Zitello,  vice-president;  Clarence  Gugle, 
secretary-treasurer;  Jerry  Goodman,  ser- 
geant-at-arms; William  Abies,  Robert 
Potts,  Delbert  Mulcahy,  Zish  Shiffer  and 
John  Underwood,  executive  board;  James 
Ryan,  Frank  Raymond  and  George  Swart- 
zenberg,  trustees;  Ed  Williams,  Cy  Per- 
kins, John  Short,  Sam  Kleinman  and 
William  Potts,  financial  board. 

Fitzgerald  will  enter  his  sixth  term  as 
president  of  the  union  following  installa- 
tion ceremonies  in  January. 


Harry  Hondorf  Succumbs 
To  Heart  Attack  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Harry  Hondorf,  55,  well  known 
in  local  film  circles  for  the  past  two 
decades,  died  recently,  the  victim  of  a 
heart  attack.  He  was  head  booker  for 
Pathe  here  in  about  1920,  then  went  with 
Favorite  Films,  which  became  successively 
Monogram  and  Republic,  as  salesman  and 
booker,  and  was  later  in  the  same  capac- 
ity with  Monarch  Pictures. 

His  last  assignment  was  as  manager  of 
the  Wayne  Theatre  at  Wayne  for  Walter 
Shafer.  Hondorf  was  a member  of  Ionic 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  was  buried  with 
Masonic  rites.  His  widow  survives. 


Mrs.  Minnie  Miller 

Detroit — Mrs.  Minnie  Miller  died  No- 
vember 5 here,  following  an  operation. 
She  was  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Frank  Drew, 
wife  of  the  M-G-M  manager  at  Cleveland, 
and  of  Miss  Rosalind  Owen,  of  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.  office  here.  Interment 
was  at  Mattawan,  Mich. 


Heart  Attack  Fatal 

Detroit — A1  Weiner,  in  the  production 
department  of  Wilding  Pictures,  died 
October  25  following  a heart  attack.  He 
is  survived  by  his  widow  and  one  child. 


Friend  of  Variety  Dies 

Detroit — Frank  W.  Lloyd,  building  su- 
perintendent of  the  Detroit  Times,  died 
October  30  in  St.  Mary’s  Hospital.  He  was 
active  in  the  many  charity  activities  of 
Variety. 


Matthew  Zoppetti  Dies 
In  Automobile  Mishap 

Roscoe,  Pa. — Matthew  Zoppetti,  projec- 
tionist at  the  Roscoe  for  Anthony  Latella, 
was  killed  in  nearby  Stockdale  when  his 
auto  was  struck  by  a switch  engine  at  a 
railroad  crossing.  He  had  been  the  part- 
ner of  Andrew  Battiston  several  years  ago 
in  the  operation  of  the  Roscoe. 


W.  W.  Wyke 

CONEMAUGH,  Pa. — W.  W.  “Bill”  Wyke  of 
the  Penn  died  last  Thursday  after  an  ill- 
ness of  several  months.  For  many  years 
he  had  been  a partner  of  V.  F.  Scott  in 
exhibition  here.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted Saturday. 


ILOlUlI^VlIflLllLlE 

THE  Clark  at  Winchester,  Ky.,  has  opened. 

Harry  Schwartz  of  Frankfort  is  the 
owner  and  George  B.  Myers  the  manager 
. . . The  new  Palace,  local  colored  house, 
had  a gala  opening  Sunday.  Edward 
Campbell  is  manager  and  Dudley  Willis- 
ton  of  Indianapolis,  owner. 

Recent  visitors:  J.  E.  Isaac,  Cumber- 
land, Ky.;  J.  P.  Hundley,  Arista,  Lebanon, 
Ky.;  E.  E.  Maggard,  Trail,  Morehead,  Ky.; 
T.  N.  Luckett,  Dream,  French  Lick,  Did.; 
F.  M.  May,  Dream,  Corydon,  Did.;  Car- 
rol Hannah,  Shelbyville;  Oscar  Hopper, 
Allen,  Liberty,  Ky. 

“The  Great  Dictator”  opened  at  Loew’s 
at  advanced  prices  . . . Carrol  Hannah  has 
replaced  Bob  Enoch  as  manager  of  the 
Shelby  at  Shelbyville,  a Settos  theatre 
. . . Oscar  Hopper  has  installed  new  pro- 
jector mechanisms,  screen,  lens  and  sound 
in  his  Allen  at  Liberty,  Ky.  . . . The  Joy 
at  Taylorsville  will  reopen  soon  under  the 
ownership  of  M.  C.  Hughes,  who  also 
operates  theatres  at  Manchester,  McKee 
and  Beattyville. 


Scoring  Honors  to  Wise 
In  Nightingale  League 


Detroit — F.  Wise  grabbed  all  scoring 
honors  in  the  Nightingale  Bowling  League 
this  week,  rolling  up  a 210  for  a total  score 
of  572.  Standings  of  teams: 


Team — 

M'on 

I>ost 

Aniusenient  Sui>i)lv  

. . 14 

6 

National  Theatre  Sni>|)l.v 

.14 

6 

McArthur’s  Motiogrraph  

.11 

9 

Loreiizeii  Flower  Shop 

.11 

9 

National  Carbon  

. . . 9 

11 

Kniie  Forbes  

. . . 9 

11 

lirenkert  Projectors  

. . . 7 

l.l 

McArthur  Theatre  Kqiiipment. 

. . . ;> 

15 

20th-Fox  Into  Second  Place 
In  Film  Bowling  League 

Detroit — Captain  Jack  Sturm  led  the 
20th-Fox  team  from  fourth  to  second  place 


in  the  Film  Bowling  League.  Standings: 

Team — Won 


Team — 

Won 

Lost 

United  Artists  

15 

5 

Fox  Film  

12 

« 

Filin  I'ruck  

11 

9 

Kepiiblic  

11 

9 

Monogram  

9 

11 

F'ilin  Driiff  

9 

11 

Ainiiseiiieiit  Siipph 

7 

13 

tUioperative  

0 

14 

PRC  Moves  Into  New 
Cleveland  Quarters 

Cleveland — Producers  Releasing  Corp. 
has  moved  its  local  and  central  office  into 
the  Film  Bldg,  where  it  now  occupies  the 
ground  floor  space  which  formerly  housed 
National  Theatre  Supply. 

Lee  Goldberg,  head  of  PRC  operating 
exchanges  in  Cleveland,  Pittsburgh,  Cin- 
cinnati and  Indianapolis,  is  now  making 
his  headquarters  here.  Bernard  Rubin 
continues  as  manager  of  the  Cleveland 
exchange  and  Nat  B.  Kaplan  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  Cincinnati  branch 
with  Don  Duff  office  manager. 

Rubin  is  now  releasing  a novelty  single 
reeler  each  month.  It  is  called  Hollywood 
Newsreel  and  features  film  stars  when 
not  on  parade.  Rubin  also  announces  that 
PRC  has  signed  Henry  Armetta  for  four 
pictures,  the  first,  a comedy-drama  pro- 
duced by  Ted  Richmond,  directed  by  Otis 
Garrett  and  titled,  “It  Happened  to  Me.” 
“Devil  Bat,”  with  Bela  Lugosi,  is  a No- 
vember 28  release. 

Leo  Cantor  Is  Named 
Universal  Salesman 

Pittsburgh — Leo  Cantor,  formerly  with 
United  Artists  here,  has  been  named  Uni- 
versal’s main  line  sales  representative  re- 
placing Si  Feld,  resigned.  Cantor  left  the 
local  UA  exchange,  where  he  had  served 
as  office  manager  for  several  years,  in  a 
transfer  to  the  Indianapolis  territory  as 
salesman.  More  recently  he  has  been  with 
RKO.  Feld’s  future  plans  are  unan- 
nounced. 

High  Tribunal  Refuses  to 
Review  Bank  Night  Case 

Aliquippa,  Pa. — The  state  supreme  court 
has  refused  to  review  the  case  of  J.  C. 
Lund,  Aliquippa  Theatre  owner,  convicted 
of  conducting  a Bank  Night  lottery.  Lund’s 
appeal  was  also  denied  by  superior  court. 


Velas  to  Modernize 

Bridgeport,  Ohio — Chris  Velas,  who  re- 
cently acquired  the  building  housing  the 
old  Home  Theatre,  will  start  soon  on  an 
extensive  modernization  program. 


"Ramparts"  and  "Flames" 
Released  in  Pennsylvania 

Pittsburgh — RKO’s  “The  Ramparts  We 
Watch,”  including  the  Nazi  footage  known 
as  the  “Baptism  of  Fire”  sequence,  and 
Paramount’s  “A  World  in  Flames,”  are 
now  being  booked  by  the  respective  dis- 
tributors. Both  had  been  under  ban  by 
the  Pennsylvania  state  board  of  censors 
for  some  weeks,  but  public  pressure  on 
the  board  brought  about  a change  of  at- 
titude last  week  and  the  films  became 
available  for  booking.  Local  branches  of 
RKO  and  Paramount  report  exceptional 
exhibitor  interest  in  these  subjects. 


Warner  Opens  New  Pitt 
Suburban  De  Luxe  House 

Pittsburgh — Whitehall,  newly  construct- 
ed theatre  in  the  Brentwood  shopping  cen- 
ter, which  opened  Thursday  evening  un- 
der the  Warner  banner,  having  been  leased 
to  the  circuit  several  months  ago,  is  the 
finest  and  most  modern  of  the  newly 
opened  houses  in  this  area. 

Charles  “Chuck”  Shannon,  formerly  of 
the  Boulevard,  Brookline,  is  manager  of 
the  Whitehall,  which  was  designed  by  Vic- 
tor A.  Rigaumont,  Pittsburgh  architect. 


License  Suspended 

Columbus — William  S.  Evatt,  head  of  the 
Ohio  tax  commission,  has  suspended  for 
30  days  the  amusement  tax  license  of  F.  C. 
Buben,  operator  of  the  National  in  Akron. 
Evatt  stated  the  suspension  came  as  re- 
sult of  Buben’s  failure  to  pay  admission 
taxes  and  assessments  on  the  National  and 
Palace  theatres  (in  the  Rubber  City) 
amounting  to  $426.63.  Buben  formerly 
operated  the  Palace. 


Stuckeys  Host  Trade 

Pittsburgh  — A number  of  Filmrow 
friends  attended  a special  shindig  which 
Ace  and  John  Stuckey  threw  last  Wednes- 
day evening,  signalizing  the  completion  of 
the  remodeling  of  their  Stuckey  Theatre, 
Everett,  Pa.  The  property  has  been  mod- 
ernized and  remodeled  throughout.  A new 
porcelain  front  has  been  installed  and  the 
stage  and  lobby  have  been  rebuilt. 
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Detroit  Orchestra  Hall 
Reopens  as  Theatre 

Detroit — Orchestra  Hall  is  slated  to 
open  early  this  month  as  the  Town  under 
the  management  of  Sam  Carver,  formerly 
salesman  for  Allied  Film  Exchange  and 
one-time  manager  of  the  Downtown  Thea- 
tre. House  is  slated  to  get  some  United 
Artists  product,  opening  with  “Pastor 
Hall.”  Operators  of  the  house  are  said  to 
be  a group  of  business  men  headed  by 
Joseph  D.  Brown  and  Maurice  Dater. 

Robert  Stahl  Managing 
New  Munhall  Theatre 

Pittsburgh  — * John  E.  Stahl,  veteran 
Homestead  exhibitor,  was  busy  with  the 
“finishing  touches”  prior  to  the  grand 
opening  of  the  new  Park,  Homestead  Park, 
Munhall,  Friday  evening.  His  son  Robert 
Stahl  will  manage  the  new  neighborhood 
theatre. 

Anas  Renames  Remodeled 
House  in  Weirtom  W.  Va. 

Weirton,  W.  Va. — N.  G.  Anas  has  com- 
pleted the  remodeling  of  the  Manas  Thea- 
tre and  has  changed  the  name  of  the  house 
to  the  Anas.  New  front  and  marquee  has 
been  installed.  Auditorium  has  been  re- 
decorated. 


Warner  Club  Fall  Frolic 

Canton,  Ohio — The  Canton  Warner  Club 
has  completed  arrangements  for  its  annual 
Fall  Frolic,  November  12,  at  the  Tam-O- 
Shanter  Country  Club,  according  to  Wil- 
liam Harwell,  manager  of  the  Ohio  Thea- 
tre here.  Program  will  include  entertain- 
ment and  dancing,  and  refreshments  will 
be  served.  R.  Jay  Myers  jr.  is  assisting 
Harwell  with  arrangements. 


ft  ==^ 

: Eiiective  Lighting  : 

Detroit — Unique  handling  of  lighting 
by  the  Michigan  for  the  showing  of  “For- 
eign Correspondent”  is  attracting  plenty 
of  attention  among  local  exhibitors,  as 
well  as  the  general  public. 

The  picture  goes  off  the  screen  during  a 
gradual  blackout  in  London,  with  the  hero 
speaking  over  a radio  broadcast.  A picture 
of  the  American  flag  has  been  added  onto 
the  final  footage,  and  house  lighting  is 
out,  to  minimum  legal  requirements,  as 
this  big  scene  goes  on.  With  the  screen 
dark  and  silent,  there  is  a moment  of  sil- 
ence before  the  house  lighting  is  slowly 
flashed  on  a section  at  a time  for  the  in- 
termission. 

Result  is  a powerful  reinforcement  of 
the  message  at  the  end  “lights  out  every- 
where but  in  America!” 


Adds  Stage  Shows 

East  Liverpool,  Ohio — The  American 
here,  owned  and  operated  by  Tri  State 
Theatres,  Inc.,  headed  by  A.  G.  Constant 
of  Steubenville,  which  has  been  maintain- 
ing a straight  film  policy  in  recent  months, 
switched  to  stage  temporarily,  with  the 
two-day  presentation  of  “Hank  Keene  and 
His  Radio  Gang.”  For  this  attraction 
admission  was  upped  to  28  cents  for  adults. 
George  Delis,  district  manager  of  the  cir- 
cuit, said  stage  attractions  will  be  played 
whenever  they  are  available,  during  the 
winter  months. 


Ohio  Passes  "Flames" 

Cleveland — The  Ohio  censor  board  has 
passed  Paramount’s  “A  World  in  Flames” 
without  cuts. 


Competition  by  Detroit 
Legit  Is  Diminishing 


Detroit — Local  exhibitors  are  slated  to 
get  relief  from  the  phenomenal  competi- 
tion of  three  legit  theatres  operating  at  one 
time.  The  Wilson,  opened  five  weeks  ago 
with  musical  stock  under  management  of 
the  Shuberts,  is  closing,  after  having  gen- 
erally poor  business  throughout  the  month. 
Reports  predicting  the  closing  of  the  La- 
fayette were  denied. 

The  Cass  remains  as  the  major  road- 
show house  in  the  town,  with  no  future 
plans  for  the  Wilson,  which  was  dark  for 
about  three  years,  as  far  as  legit  produc- 
tions were  concerned. 


Paramount  Holds  Trade 
Screening  in  Saginaw 

Detroit — Following  the  marked  success 
of  the  first  upstate  trade  screening  by  a 
local  exchange — at  Hastings,  about  two 
months  ago — Branch  Manager  John  How- 
ard of  Paramount  was  host  to  exhibitors 
a second  time  on  Thursday  at  Saginaw. 
Two  features  were  screened,  and  exhibitors 
from  all  parts  of  the  state  were  invited. 
Luncheon  was  served  between  pictures  at 
the  swanky  Bancroft  Hotel.  Screenings 
were  held  at  William  Cassidy’s  Michigan. 


Transfer  William  Hall 

Akron,  Ohio — William  Hall,  formerly 
with  the  local  Loew  house,  has  been 
named  manager  of  the  Nixon  Theatre, 
recently  acquired  from  the  Charles  P. 
Stadler  estate  by  F.  H.  Hathaway  and 
associates. 


ANY  NEWS  TODAY? 

Planning  a new  theatre?  Remodeling?  Being  promoted?  Getting  married?  Got  a neto  baby  iinfant)?  Buy- 
ing new  equipment?  Been  elected  mayor?  Son  or  daughter  graduating?  Proud  of  a new  exploitation  stunt? 
Hired  a new  staff  member?  Solved  a knotty  problem? 

Then  Tell  It  To  BOXOFFICE 

BOXOFnCE. 

4804  E.  Ninth  St., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


NAME 


THEATRE 


LOCATION 
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Induct  Post  Officers 
At  Legion's  Dance 


Boston — The  Tenth  Annual  Dinner 
Dance  and  Installation  of  the  Theatrical 
Post  of  American  Legion,  Lt.  A.  Vernon 
Macaulay  Post,  was  held  in  the  Hotel 
Statler  on  Tuesday,  October  29.  A dinner- 
dance  followed  the  induction  of  officers, 
who  are  as  follows:  Harry  A.  Aaronson, 
commander;  Alving  G.  Kenney,  senior  vice 
commander;  Harry  F.  Smith,  junior  vice 
commander;  Marcel  Mekelburg,  finance 
officer;  Ralph  Wormhood,  adjutant;  Dr, 
Edward  Melincoff,  chaplain,  and  Samuel 
Levine,  sergeant-at-arms. 

The  executive  committe  is  composed  of 
William  H.  McLaughlin,  outgoing  com- 
mander, as  chairman;  Patrick  F.  Healey, 
state  film  head,  Kenneth  Forkey,  William 
J.  Cotty,  and  Joseph  Kantor. 

The  following  have  been  appointed  to 
serve  for  the  ensuing  year  in  their  re- 
spective capacities  of  Post  surgeon.  Dr. 
Nathan  L.  Fineberg;  historian,  Wilfred 
Vallee;  welfare,  C.  P.  McGerigle,  chair- 
man; Harry  Rosenblatt,  and  James  Dono- 
van; child  welfare,  William  N.  Lynde;  ser- 
vice officer,  Harry  A.  Aaronson,  comman- 
der; judge  advocate,  William  L.  Berger; 
Graves  registration,  C.  F.  McGerigle;  en- 
tertainment, Joseph  Kantor,  chairman; 
Robert  Sternberg,  James  H.  Sheeran,  and 
Joe  Rubin;  publicity,  Harry  Browning; 
Americanization,  Alvin  G.  Kenney;  Suf- 
folk County  delegates,  Patrick  F.  Healey, 
Harry  Aaronson,  and  Alvin  G.  Kenney; 
alternates,  Kenneth  Forkey,  Benton  John- 
son, and  William  H.  McLaughlin. 

Installing  officers  are  Frederick  J.  Land 
and  Robert  J.  Gunning. 

Affair  Committee 

The  following  committees  had  charge  of 
the  annual  affair  of  the  film  district  fra- 
ternity : 

Chairman,  William  H.  McLaughlin;  co- 
chairman,  Patrick  F.  Healey  had  charge 
over  all  committees.  The  reservation  com- 
mittee included  Alvin  G.  Kenney,  chair- 
man; Harry  Rosenblatt,  co-chairman; 
Marcel  Mekelburg,  Abraham  Berg,  and 
Ralph  Wormhood.  Program  committee: 
Harry  A.  Aaronson,  chairman;  Benjamin 
Abrams,  Albert  M.  Kane,  Harry  P.  Smith, 
Carl  Foster,  and  Mark  M.  Jeffrey. 

Installation  committee  was  composed  of 
Cyril  McGerigle,  chairman;  James  Shee- 
ran and  Irving  Black.  Printing  commit- 
tee was  made  up  of  Kenneth  Forkey,  chair- 
man; William  H.  McLaughlin,  Carl  Foster, 
and  Harry  Smith. 

Entertainment  and  music  was  handled 
by  Joseph  Kantor,  chairman;  Francis  Mc- 
Manus, Robert  M.  Sternberg,  Harry 
Downing,  and  Joe  Rubin. 

Refreshments  were  taken  care  of  by  Dr. 
Edward  Melincoff,  chairman,  and  Edward 
Dobkin.  Publicity  was  outlined  by  Harry 
Browning,  chairman;  Harry  Spingler  and 
Joe  Rubin. 

Transportation  was  aided  by  Walter 
Blanck,  chairman;  Wilfred  Vallee  and 
George  P.  Milan. 

Reception  committee  was  headed  by  Dr. 
William  E.  R.  Basch  and  Kenneth  Forkey 
who  were  aided  by  George  P.  Milan,  Dr. 
Nathan  Fineberg,  William  H.  Erbb,  Prank 
J.  McCarthy,  Mark  Burston,  Thomas  H. 
Bailey,  Edward  A.  Cuddy,  Dr.  Irving 
Copen  and  William  P.  Murphy. 


Produces  "Accent  on  Love" 
Hollywood — Harry  Joe  Brown  will  pro- 
duce “Accent  on  Love”  for  20th-Pox. 
Charles  Bennett  is  scripting. 


ft  

Grosses  Pale  Before 
Election  Fever 

New  Haven — The  combination  of  Mon- 
day night  and  great  election  interest 
served  to  pitch  grosses  far  below  the 
same  period  last  year,  despite  fair 
weather.  With  the  exception  of  "The 
Great  Dictator,"  downtown  attractions 
were  too  weak  to  battle  the  increased 
election  interest. 

^ 

"Conspiracy"  Charge 
Hearings  Resumed 


Middletown,  Conn. — Hearing  of  the 
“conspiracy”  cases  brought  by  S&S  Thea- 
tre Corp.  and  Middlesex  Theatre,  Inc., 
against  Salvatore  Adorno,  their  fonner 
partner  and  general  manager  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Middletown  theatres,  was  re- 
sumed on  Wednesday  after  a recess  be- 
cause of  Election  Day,  in  the  superior  court 
here.  The  case  entered  its  sixth  week  of 
trial  with  the  examining  of  witnesses  by 
the  defense,  beginning  with  Joseph  A. 
Adorno,  son  of  Salvatore,  who  was  joined 
as  defendant  in  the  action. 

The  plaintiffs  completed  their  examina- 
tion of  48  witnesses  last  week,  with  the 
testimony  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman  of  Fishman 
Theatres,  New  Haven,  and  Edward  Ansin 
of  Interstate  Theatres,  Boston,  as  to  the 
value  of  the  lease  of  the  Middletown  thea- 
tres in  June,  1933,  the  period  during  which 
the  plaintiffs,  owners  of  the  Middlesex  and 
Capitol  theatres,  claim  “conspiracy”  and 
“duplicity”  on  the  part  of  Adorno  with 
reference  to  offers  made  him,  but  alleged- 
ly not  divulged  to  the  plaintiffs.  Dr.  Fish- 
man estimated  the  value  of  the  lease  at 
$100,000  to  $120,000,  while  Ansin  placed 
the  figure  at  $100,000. 

Hodgdon  Slated  to  Take 
Over  Middleboro  Key 

Boston — Charles  Hodgdon,  operator  of 
the  Princess  in  Wakefield  and  the  Middle- 
boro in  Middleboro,  was  scheduled  last 
week  to  take  over  the  Key  Theatre  in 
Middleboro,  Roy  E.  Heffner  house  which 
operates  in  competition  with  the  Middle- 
boro Theatre. 

It  is  undecided  whether  or  not  Hodgdon 
will  continue  operation  of  the  Key  Theatre. 

Set  Waldo  Case  Hearing 
Vs,  Dondis  Interests 

Boston — A hearing  before  Master  Free- 
man, special  master  appointed  to  the 
Waldo  Theatre  case  being  brought  against 
Joseph  Dondis  theatre  interests,  was 
scheduled  to  be  held  Wednesday. 

The  deposition  of  Carroll  Cooney,  plain- 
tiff and  operator  of  the  Waldo  Theatre  in 
Waldoboro,  Me.,  was  to  be  taken  on  Thurs- 
day. 

Allied  Luncheon  Meeting 
Deferred  to  Nov.  12 

New  Haven — The  regular  luncheon- 
meeting of  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Con- 
necticut scheduled  for  November  5 was 
postponed  to  November  12  because  of  Elec- 
tion Day.  President  A.  M.  Schuman  was 
unable  to  preside  because  of  illness. 


Lampert  Theatre  Wins 
Bout  Against  Shulman 


New  Haven — Judge  William  H.  Comley 
of  the  superior  court  has  granted  the 
motion  of  Lampert  Theatre  of  Windsor, 
Inc.,  to  strike  out  the  answer  of  defend- 
ant, Joseph  F.  Shulman,  filed  June  12,  in 
the  action  of  Lampert  Theatre  of  Wind- 
sor, Inc.,  against  Vitagraph,  Inc.  The 
plaintiff  asked  on  September  25  that  the 
answer  be  stricken  out  “as  it  is  sham, 
frivolous  and  improperly  filed  and  as  it 
contains  scandalous  allegations  not  fit  to 
become  a part  of  the  record.”  However, 
the  motions  made  simultaneously  to  ex- 
punge and  to  drop  for  misjoinder  are 
denied. 

In  his  memorandum  of  decision.  Judge 
Comley  states:  “Nowhere  does  it  appear 
that  Joseph  L.  Shulman  is  a party  de- 
fendant except  in  the  allegation  that  he 
is  the  person  intended  by  the  motion  and 
order  to  intervene.”  The  action  for  dam- 
ages, reformation  of  lease,  and  injunc- 
tion, was  started  against  Vitagraph  last 
February  and  in  March  Shulman,  opera- 
tor of  the  Plaza  Theatre,  Windsor,  filed 
a motion  to  intervene  as  party  defendant, 
which  motion  was  granted.  The  phrase- 
ology of  this  motion.  Judge  Comley  con- 
tinues, “suggests  that  the  court  in  grant- 
ing the  motion  had  in  mind  a corporate 
entity  rather  than  an  individual.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  procedure  and  position  of 
Mr.  Shulman  in  this  matter  are  of  such 
uncertain  consequence  that  it  would  be 
wise  to  send  the  parties  back  to  the  be- 
ginning for  a fresh  start.”  As  a result, 
Shulman  has  filed  a new  motion  to  amend 
the  motion  to  intervene,  showing  that  he 
is  the  owner  of  and  doing  business  as  the 
Plaza  Theatre  Co. 

The  plaintiff,  operator  of  the  Windsor 
Theatre,  Windsor,  claims  in  this  action 
that  Vitagraph  had,  in  order  to  induce  it 
to  enter  into  contracts  on  particular  terms, 
conditions,  and  prices,  agreed  not  to  li- 
cense a second  run  in  Windsor,  but  that 
Vitagraph  violated  this  agreement  in 
January,  1940.  It  is  alleged  that  custom 
and  usage  demand  the  first  run  be  con- 
sulted and  conferred  with  to  arrive  at  a 
fair  and  equitable  clearance  in  the  event 
a second  run  is  being  sold,  and  that  for 
a town  of  8,000  the  customary  clearance  is 
several  months,  instead  of  the  14  days 
sold.  The  plaintiff  asks  $25,000  damages, 
and  an  injunction  restraining  the  defend- 
ant from  performing  its  second  run  con- 
tract. 


Glazer  M&P  Publicist 

Boston — Marty  Glazer  has  been  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  publicity  director 
for  the  Paramount  and  Fenway  theatres 
in  Boston  for  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  This 
will  correct  a former  issue  which  stated 
that  Meyer  Marcus  would  hold  that  posi- 
tion. Marcus  is  employed  at  chain  head- 
quarter at  60  Scollay  Square.  Glazer  re- 
placed Jack  Saef  who  was  transferred  to 
the  managership  of  the  Shawmut  in  Rox- 
bury. 


Friars  Fete  Autry 

Boston — The  Friars  Club  held  open 
house  last  week  in  the  Hotel  Statler  in 
honor  of  Gene  Autry.  The  luncheon  which 
ensued  was  the  largest  attended  of  any 
held  thus  far  for  any  film  star.  Members 
and  their  children  were  noticeably  present. 
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QNLY  a few  of  low  numbers  pulled  in 
the  draft  came  from  the  New  Haven 
territory,  among  them  Tony  Masella,  as- 
sistant at  the  Globe,  Bridgeport  . . . Har- 
old Rubin,  manager  of  Metro  Premium,  was 
under  1,000  . . . Robert  Schaefer,  son  of 
Lou  Schaefer.  Paramount  Theatre  man- 
ager, and  Robert  Johnson,  son  of  Adolph 
G.  Johnson  of  the  Strand,  Hamden,  under 
3,000.  An  unhappy  scepticism  greeted  the 
news  that  the  consent  decree  was  a reality 
here  . . . Allied  considers  it  another  reason 
for  the  need  of  strong  exhibitor  organiza- 
tion and  foresees  problems  and  questions 
for  discussion  and  clarification  . . . What 
it  wanted  was  the  Neely  bill  passage,  mem- 
bers say.  Some  individual  members  of 
Connecticut  MPTO  believe  it  will  increase 
buying  problems.  Exchange  managers  ex- 
press uncertainty  about  the  whole  thing. 
Some  believe  it  will  create  new  buying 
combines. 

The  new  122-seat  Westville,  nearing 
conivletion  by  the  Bailey  Bros.,  promises 
to  be  one  of  the  most  attractive  smaller 
houses  in  the  state,  when  it  finally  opens 
its  doors  on  November  19  or  20.  Samuel 
Bailey,  manager  and  co-owner,  reports  the 
house  will  hold  open  house  and  present  a 
free  show  to  acquaint  the  public  with  its 
many  features.  Admission  will  be  tfie  pre- 
vailing nabe  top  of  30  cents,  including  tax, 
15  cejits  matinees.  Jack  Halprin  was  gen- 
eral contractor,  and  Jacob  Weinstein, 
architect  . . . Jack  Halprm  is  also  contrac- 
tor for  the  Strand  Amusement  Rialto, 
Bridgeport,  now  undergoing  general  reno- 
vation. 

The  700-seat  Cannon’s,  now  closed, 
should  be  open  about  November  20.  The 
house,  which  loses  25  seats  by  the  new 
arrangement,  has  provision  for  400  addi- 
tional chairs  to  be  installed  at  some  later 
date.  When  the  Rialto  job  is  completed. 
Strand  Amusement  will  tackle  the  752-seat 
Strand-Palace,  Bridgeport,  built  in  1912, 
and  proceed  with  renovation.  A $400 
building  permit  issued  New  England  Thea- 
tres, was  for  new  marquee  attraction  sign 
. . . Visit  of  Harry  Moskowitz  of  Loew’s 
construction  department  to  the  Loew- 
Poli  division  may  result  in  some  brushing 
up. 

Another  attempt  will  be  made'  to  start 
a Variety  Club  m the  New  Haven  territory 
this  winter,  following  an  unsuccessful  try 
five  years  ago  . . . Boston  Friars  affiliated 
with  national  Variety  recently  . . . Metro 
Victory  Dinner  at  Martin’s  celebrating 
record  of  local  exchange  in  bonus  competi- 
tion was  a large  evening  . . . Morton  Katz 
applauded  for  ranking  fourth  in  the  coun- 
try in  salesman’s  contest  . . . Maurice  N. 
Wolf,  district  manager,  and  Tom  Donald- 
son gave  the  staff  a big  hand  . . . “Hellza- 
poppin’  ” Miller  had  a balloon  trick  . . . 
Frank  Mullen  broke  a long  official  silence 
with  a speech  . . . Pep  Club  meets  Novem- 
ber 15  to  plan  a Christmas  party  . . . 
Sherinan  Myerson  is  new  on  the  RKO  of- 
fice staff  . . . Among  those  attending  the 
Bar  Mitzvah  celebration  of  I.  H.  Rogovin’s 
son  in  Boston,  November  9,  were  Tun 
O’Toole.  Irving  C.  Jacocks  jr.,  Ben  Lourie, 
Sam  Rosen,  and  Max  Tabackman. 

Columbia  bowlers  trimmed  by  Strand 
Amusement  team  in  the  regular  Tuesday 
matches,  by  a total  pin  fall  score  of  1,470 
against  1,437.  Maurice  Kaufman  of  the 
winning  team  had  high  score  of  116  for 
the  game.  Also  on  the  Bridgeport  team 
were  Morris  Jacobson  and  Sonny  Green- 
berg . . . Loew-Poli  ushers  bowling  every 
Saturday  and  challenging  Columbians  and 


Connecticut  Films  to  an  early  match  . . . 
Max  Tabackman  of  Rivoli,  West  Haven, 
and  Jules  Livingston  of  Alexander  Pre- 
views were  the  winnahs  in  the  two-day 
New  Haven  city  elimination  bridge  tourna- 
ment, with  a score  of  215  points,  15  ahead 
of  anybody  in  the  field.  The  experts  will 
compete  for  the  state  championship  in 
Waterbury  . . . Bill  Reisinger  will  use  a 
five  by  three  football  score  board  outside 
the  theatre  and  in  the  outer  lobby  on 
Saturdays  . . . Now  that  the  golf  season 
is  over,  pinochle  has  become  a favorite 
Filmrow  sport. 

Among  the  operators  to  attend  the 
testimonial  dinner  for  Lester  Isaacs,  Loew- 
Poli  projection  and  soinid  engineer,  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  were  Nelson  Frazier,  presi- 
dent of  the  New  Haven  local;  Matt  Ke?i- 
nedy,  busuiess  agent,  and  John  Griffith 
. . . John  Mongillo,  projectionist  at  the 
Loeio-Poli,  New  Haven,  has  bought  a cot- 
tage at  Phipp’s  Lake  . . . T.  Manente  is  the 
new  doorman  at  the  Bijou,  succeeding 
Frank  Reynolds,  resigned  . . . Marion  Par- 
doll  has  been  added  to  the  office  staff  of 
Republic  . . . John  Hesse,  Roger  Sherman 
manager,  ran  several  screenings  of  “The 
Ramparts  We  Watch"  for  special  groups, 
such  as  school  heads,  teachers,  and  junior 
motio?i  picture  council  chairmen,  through 
ivhom  he  secured  school  cooperation  . . . 
Among  the  feiv  theatres  in  the  territory  to 
run  late  shores  election  night  were  the 
Paramount.  New  Haven,  and  Middlesex. 
Middletoum.  The  latter  featured  vaude- 
ville and  a preview.  Most  theatres  an- 
nounced election  returns  at  the  break  in 
the  show. 

N.  C.  Wrisley  has  sold  the  Lido.  Water- 
bury, his  70-week  china  deal,  starting  No- 
vember 14-15.  Also  his  45-week  crystal  to 
the  Forest.  West  Haven,  November  15-16: 
Cameo,  Waterbury.  Dec.  3-7  . . . Adolph 
Johnson,  now  distributing  10c  comics,  has 
deals  with  the  Tower  and  Hamilton, 
Waterbury,  Fine  Arts,  Westport,  Brook- 
lawm,  Bridgeport,  and  Warner’s  Capitol, 
Danbury  . . . Johnson’s  70-week  china  goes 
into  the  Strand,  beginning  November  14- 
15-16  . . . Dr.  I.  Q.  offered  $1,000  in  cash 
awards  during  his  appearance  at  the  State, 
Hartford  last  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day . . . Regal.  Hartford,  held  “The  West- 
erner” a second  week  . . . Final  judging 
for  prizes  in  city-wide  Hallowe’en  party  in 
New  Britain  took  place  at  the  Palace  Thea- 
tre parking  lot,  and  prizes  were  donated 
by  the  Strand,  Arch  Street,  Embassy,  and 
Palace. 

Shearer-Taylor  40x80  high-finish  carica- 
ture poster  made  Bob  Russell  a striking 
corner  lobby  piece  for  “Escape”  . . . Bijou 
ushers  were  dressed  in  Arab  costumes  for 
“Drums  of  the  Desert”  . . . The  costumes 
also  served  for  a street  ballyhoo  . . . Samuel 
Lind  will  show  exhibitors  his  new  Cash 
Quiz  at  11  a.  m.,  Tuesday.  November  12, 
at  a special  screening  at  20th-Fox  Little 
Theatre. 

Congratulations  to  Anthony  Boscardine, 
operator  of  the  Colonial,  Canaan,  on  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter,  Jean,  to  Law- 
rence Stone  of  Canaan.  Henry  Germaine, 
Tim  O’Toole,  and  Ben  Lourie  were  among 
the  filmites  present  at  the  reception  . . . 
Bernie  Zeeman  of  the  Columbia  exchange 
operations  department  made  New  Haven 
his  first  stop  on  a six  weeks’  tour  of  the 
countiT  . . . John  P.  Findlay,  Westerly  and 
Mystic  exhib,  will  vacation  in  Greensboro, 
North  Carolina,  this  month,  meantime 
visiting  with  his  son  in  the  southern  state. 


Snips  in  "Great  Dictator" 
Made  by  Hub  Censors 


Boston — The  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Public  Safety,  Bureau  of  Sunday  Cen- 
sorship, this  week  okayed  38  out  of  41 
motion  pictures  to  go  before  that  board. 
Columbia’s  “Blondie  Plays  Cupid,”  Univer- 
sal’s “Sandy  Gets  Her  Man,”  and  Metro’s 
“Hullabaloo”  were  on  the  approved  list. 

Approved  with  deletions  were:  “The 
Great  Dictator”  for  — “Dialogue, 

‘ — sterile — ,’  in  part  6.  Scene  showing 
Storm  Trooper  shooting  down  Jew,  in  part 
12;”  a United  Artists  release:  “The  Long 
Voyage  Home”  for — “Dialogue,  ‘ — the 
hell — ,’  in  part  8;”  a United  Artists  re- 
lease also:  “Three  Lucky  Fools”  for  — “All 
scenes  showing  unconventional  dancing 
throughout  entire  picture;”  released 
through  Henry  Cornetta,  224  Concord 
Avenue,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

"Before  I Hang"  Stirs 
Macabre  in  Ballyhoo 

Worcester,  Mass. — Robert  Portle  of  the 
Plaza  has  hung  two  dummies  from  the 
flagpole  over  his  marquee  as  a stunt  on 
“Before  I Hang.”  Also  arranged  a street 
ballyhoo  of  a dummy  borne  on  stretcher 
with  copy  reading  “Before  I Hang,  I want 
to  see  Boris  Karloff  at  the  Plaza.” 

At  the  Bijou,  New  Haven,  Bill  Reisin- 
ger, manager,  and  Vernon  Burns,  assist- 
ant, paint  an  even  grimmer  picture  with 
a white-lettered  black  coffin  on  the  mar- 
quee, and  two  dummies  hanging  from  a 
scaffold  from  an  upper-story  window. 
Alarm  clocks  have  been  placed  in  several 
local  store  windows  with  copy:  “When  the 
alarm  rings  it  will  be  time  to  see  Boris 
Karloff.” 

Award  Patron  Damages  in 
Suit  Against  Theatre 

New  Haven — Judge  Ernest  A.  Inglis 
awarded  damages  of  $800  to  Helen  Stevens 
of  Branford  in  a superior  court  action 
against  Poli-New  England  Theatres,  Inc., 
for  injuries  suffered  in  a fall  at  the  Loew- 
Poli.  New  Haven,  on  January  28,  1939.  The 
patron  tripped  on  a stair  carpet  leading 
from  the  second  balcony  and  fell  eight 
steps.  The  judge  found  the  cause  of  the 
fall  to  be  the  patron’s  catching  of  her  heel 
in  some  loose  strands  of  worn  carpet. 

Complete  Remodeling  Job 
At  Forest  Park  Phillips 

Springfield,  Mass.  — Remodeling  has 
been  completed  at  the  Forest  Park  Phil- 
lips here,  a Herman  Rifkin  theatre.  In- 
cluded in  the  alterations  were  the  re- 
modeling of  Manager  Carl  Jamroga’s  of- 
fice, new  display  cases  and  repainting  of 
the  lobby.  Boxoffice  was  made  larger  and 
a women’s  lounge  installed. 

g - 

Friars  Unite  With 
Variety  Clubs 

Boston — At  a Friars  Club  meeting  held 
last  week,  it  was  voted  that  the  name  be 
changed  to  ’’Variety  Club,"  and  that  it 
become  a part  of  the  national  organiza- 
tion. The  local  segment  of  Variety  is 
Tent  23. 
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"Second  Punic  War"  a New 
Bald  Eagle  16mm  Release 

New  Haven — Bald  Eagle  Productions, 
producers  of  16mm  film,  will  release  “The 
Second  Punic  War,”  educational  film  this 
week,  in  Latin  and  English  versions.  The 
film  is  first  to  show  the  military  tactics 
employed  in  Scipio  Africanus’s  defeat  of 
Hannibal,  and  was  prepared  with  the  help 
of  Alfred  E.  Porter,  head  of  the  Latin  de- 
partment at  New  Haven  High  School.  Bald 
Eagle,  which  now  has  distribution  agencies 
in  22  cities  in  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada, is  also  producing  industrial  shorts. 
Its  first  release,  “Geometry  in  Action,”  is 
being  shown  at  leading  conferences  on 
visual  education. 


Hallowe'en  Stage  Parties 
Bring  Added  Business 

New  Haven — Lou  Brown,  Loew-Poli  pub- 
licity chief,  reports  Poli,  Bridgeport,  and 
Palace,  Hartford,  arranged  Hallowe’en 
stage  parties  which  brought  in  good  busi- 
ness. Lou  Cohen  in  Hartford  promoted 
$50  worth  of  merchandise  prizes  locally 
for  a costume  party  on  his  stage.  Matt 
Saunders  in  Bridgeport  tied  up  with  the 
local  night  club,  Hollywood  Restaurant, 
securing  orchestra  and  other  talent  for  his 
stage  and  inviting  his  patrons  to  dance  on 
the  stage.  Free  cider  and  donuts  were 
promoted. 


Tommy  Mailers  Coniined 
To  Mt,  Sinai  Hospital 

Hartford — Tommy  Mailers,  manager  of 
the  Lenox,  will  be  confined  to  Mt.  Sinai 
Hospital  here  for  a while.  While  having 
his  tonsils  out  last  fortnight.  Mailers’ 
lungs  collapsed. 

Tommy  Grogan,  assistant  manager  at 
the  State,  Manchester,  is  filling  in  at  the 
Lenox.  Robert  Brannick,  doorman  at  the 
State  in  Manchester,  has  been  upped  tem- 
porarily to  Grogan’s  place. 

rt  ■ — 
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^ALMORE  GAGNE,  who  is  associated 
with  his  father,  Peter  M.  Gagne,  in  op- 
erating the  Somersworth  Theatre  in  Som- 
ersworth,  was  among  those  drawn  for  pos- 
sible military  service  in  the  historic  con- 
scription lottery. 

A talk  on  “The  Difference  Between 
Stage  and  Screen  Acting”  was  given  by 
Elissa  Landi,  star  of  both  footlights  and 
camera,  at  the  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  in  Manchester,  October  30. 

Smiley  Burnette  of  the  western  films 
made  a recent  personal  appearance  at  the 
Palace  in  Manchester. 

A feature  of  the  Navy  Day  celebration 
in  Portsmouth,  where  one  of  the  nation’s 
big  navy  yards  is  located,  was  an  enter- 
tainment arranged  with  the  assistance  of 
Frank  W.  Hollis,  manager  of  the  Colonial. 

Theatremen  scanned  with  interest  a re- 
port of  the  State  Unemployment  Compen- 
sation Division,  which  showed  that  dur- 
ing August  there  was  a marked  decrease 
m the  number  of  jobless  insurance  checks 
issued.  Business  showed  an  upturn  in 
the  Granite  State  in  July,  and  the  im- 
provement continued  through  August. 


T)ECKER’S  Film  Exchange  Transfer  Co., 
for  years  located  on  Piedmont  Street 
in  the  Boston  film  district,  this  week 
moved  to  new  headquarters  on  Broadway. 
The  building  was  formerly  a large  down- 
town garage. 

Estelle  Levine  of  Standard  Candy  cele- 
brated a birthday  . . . The  Alley  Theatre 
in  Groveton,  N.  H.,  is  at  present  being 
overhauled  with  new  front  and  redecora- 
tions being  done  by  Capitol  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Co. 

Joseph  Dondis,  veteran  film  man,  passed 
away  last  week  and  was  interred  Friday  in 
Fall  River.  He  was  manager  of  the  Strand 
in  Rockland,  Me.,  for  M&P  Theatres  Corp. 
for  many  years  and  one  of  Paramount 
Pictures’  partners  in  that  city. 

The  Moving  Picture  Salesmen’s  Club  was 
scheduled  to  elect  officers  for  1940-41  at  a 
meeting  held  November  9. 

E.  M.  Loew,  operator  of  New  England’s 
largest  independent  chain,  was  due  to  re- 
turn to  Boston  from  his  trip  to  the  coast 
. . . Harry  Segal,  Imperial  Pictures  head 
in  Boston,  is  not  scheduled  to  return  from 
his  extended  business  trip  on  the  coast  in 
behalf  of  “Reefer  Madness,”  until  next 
week. 

The  Brookline  Theatre  has  been  produc- 
ing a three-reel  epic  using  local  talent  and 
local  scenes  along  with  merchant  tieins. 

Joe  McCann  of  the  Orpheum  in  New 
Bedford  has  returned  to  work  following  a 
serious  illness  . . . The  Strand,  E.  M.  Loew 
house  in  New  Bedford,  has  replaced  ushers 
with  usherettes  ...  An  elevating  stage  has 
been  installed  in  the  Bayley  Square  Thea- 
tre in  New  Bedford. 

Norman  Poretsky  of  Wholesome  Film 
Service  and  his  wife  received  first  prizes 
for  costumes  at  a recent  Hallowe’en  party 
. . . The  automobile  of  Marcel  Mekelberg 
was  broken  into  October  24,  when  the 
windshield  was  smashed  and  a valuable 
fur  piece  taken  from  the  car  which  was 
parked  outside  his  film  district  headquar- 
ters. 

“Wonder  Books,  University  of  Knowl- 
edge” are  being  distributed  locally  by 
George  Boroff  who  has  charge  of  the  new 
giveaway.  Boroff  will  be  assisted  by 
Robert  Davis  from  the  main  office  in  Chi- 
cago. They  will  be  located  at  37  Melrose 
Street. 

The  Theatre  Service  a7id  Supply  Com- 
pany has  installed  new  equipment  at 
State’s  Prison  in  Charlestown  . . . Joe  Cifre 
has  invested  heavily  in  16mm  films. 

The  Taunton  in  Taunton,  the  Saugus 
in  Saugus,  and  the  Weymouth  in  Wey- 
mouth, all  drive-ins,  were  still  open  the 
first  of  November  . . . Frederick  E.  Lie- 
berman  is  expected  to  build  a new  thea- 
tre at  Uphams  Corner  in  the  Dorchester 
section  of  Boston  . . . Jimmy  Burke  of  the 
local  MPTOA  office  has  been  ill  for  over 
a week  now. 

Louis  Josephs  of  Northeastern  Film  was 
brought  home  from  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  in 
New  Bedford  where  he  was  takeji  following 
a serious  automobile  accident  a few  weeks 
ago.  He  is  not  expected  to  return  to  work 
for  some  time. 

Gene  Autry,  singing  cowboy  of  radio, 
stage  and  screen  fame,  arrived  in  Boston 
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with  the  blowing  of  trumpets  heightened 
with  a parade  through  Boston  streets.  He 
is  handling  a rodeo  at  the  Boston  Garden, 
November  1 to  11. 

Everett  Perry,  assistant  to  Manny  Lima 
at  the  Allen  Theatre  in  New  Bedford,  was 
laid  up  for  several  weeks  following  an  auto- 
mobile accident  . . . Luna  is  still  cam- 
paigning for  the  office  of  councillor-at- 
large  in  New  Bedford. 

A meeting  of  the  Independent  Exhibi- 
tors, Inc.,  is  scheduled  to  be  held  Novem- 
ber 19.  Product  survey  poll  and  buying 
conditions  will  be  discussed  by  Arthur  K. 
Howard,  business  manager. 

Burlesque  is  out  of  the  Gayety  in  Bos- 
ton which  now  is  showing  roadshow  pic- 
tures . . . Flesh  has  gone  into  the  Capitol 
in  Lowell  five  days  a week. 

Northeastern  Film  is  releasing  “The  Face 
at  the  Window”  and  “Torso  Murder  Mys- 
tery” . . . Doris  Madden  has  been  seen  in 
the  district  with  a large  diamond  on  the 
third  finger,  left  hand,  sitting  in  a car  with 
the  registration  620-903  . . . Mary  Gray, 
receptionist  at  the  E.  M.  Loew  office,  was 
out  sick. 

William  Stein,  film  district  attorney,  has 
recently  returned  from  a trip  to  Pittsfield, 
N.  H.  . . . Al  Donovan  is  handling  publicity 
on  “Thou  Shalt  Not  Wed”  for  Northeast- 
ern Films. 

Melvin  Myers,  formerly  assistant  at  the 
Fields  Corner  in  Dorchester  for  M&P 
Theatres  Corp.,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  Franklin  Park  house  to  replace  Nor- 
ton Shapiro  who  took  over  management 
of  the  Humboldt  in  Roxbury  for  the  chain. 

“The  Baker’s  Wife,”  entering  its  seventh 
consecutive  week  at  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre 
in  the  Back  Bay  section  of  Boston,  is  virtu- 
ally assured  of  the  prize  for  the  best  for- 
eign flicker  of  the  year  . . . Joseph  Longo, 
at  present  publicity  director  for  Loew’s, 
Inc.,  in  Cleveland  and  previously  assistant 
to  Joe  DiPesa  in  Boston,  became  the  father 
of  a baby  girl.  It’s  the  third  additioii  to 
the  Longo  clari  . . . Mary  Trainer,  veteran 
Columbia  employe,  is  still  convalescing. 

Chester  Ellis,  former  manager  of  the 
Uptown  in  Boston  for  many  years,  is  still 
among  the  unemployed  . . . One  young 
man  has  been  so  interested  in  Arthur 
Tuohy’s  Theatre  Management  course  that 
a trip  from  Passaic,  N.  J.,  every  Monday 
does  not  seem  far  . . . Peter  Levesque  has 
left  the  Strand,  E.  M.  Loew  house  in  New 
Bedford,  and  is  reportedly  working  around 
Boston. 

The  Park  in  Nashua,  N.  H.,  which  has 
been  dark  for  the  past  five  years  is  being 
reopened  by  Ben  Gold  who  has  been  oper- 
ating the  Colonial  in  the  same  community 
for  Morse  & Rothenberg . 


Tabackman  Is  Seeking 
Quiz  With  Educators 

West  Haven — Max  Tabackman  of  the 
Rivoli  is  negotiating  with  the  West  Haven 
board  of  education  to  arrange  a children’s 
weekly  elimination  quiz  on  the  stage  of  the 
theatre,  with  teachers  as  judges.  Plan 
would  be  to  use  five  children  each  week, 
and  give  a $50  educational  bond  as  top 
prize. 
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gERNARD  W.  LEVY,  division  manager  of 
Lieberman  Theatres  in  Holyoke,  Mass., 
and  Hartford,  was  in  Boston  on  business 
. . . In  New  Haven  was  Michael  J.  Daly  of 
the  Hartford  Daly  and  Plainfield,  Plain- 
field  ...  To  Hartford  came  A.  M.  Schul- 
man  of  the  Black  Rock  . . . Harry  F.  Shaw, 
Loew’s  Poll  divisional  chief,  and  Louis  A. 
Brown,  the  circuit’s  publicist,  were  in  from 
New  Haven  to  see  Jack  A.  Simons,  Loew’s 
Poli  manager  . . . El  wood  Russell,  son  of 
the  Loew’s  Poli  manager.  New  Haven,  is 
now  attending  the  Juillard  School  of  Music 
in  New  York  . . . Colonial,  Walnut  Beach, 
is  now  running  on  a Saturday  and  Sunday 
matinee  policy,  with  all  evening  perform- 
ances beginning  at  6:45. 

Murray  Kaufman  of  the  Rialto,  Bridge- 
port, discontinued  matinees  at  that  theatre 
while  renovations  were  in  progress  . . . 
Ridgefield  Playhouse  presented  Walt  Dis- 
ney’s  Festival  of  Hits  at  a morning  show 
. . . Manager  George  E.  Landers  of  the  E. 
M.  Loew’s  tripped  to  Boston  for  business 
reasons  . . . Jack  Bernard,  projectionist  at 
the  Black  Rock,  was  in  Washington  with 
his  wife  and  daughter  . . . Hillmer  D.  Rob- 
inso7i,  assistant  manager  at  E.  M.  Loew’s, 
is  a combination  bowling  and  basketball 
fan  . . . Mrs.  M.  Oakley  Christoph,  film 
columnist  of  the  Hartford  Courant,  spent 
the  weekend  in  Hew  York. 

Dorothy  Gherlone,  cashier  at  the  Loew’s 
Poli,  has  been  granted  a leave  of  absence 
due  to  illness  . . . Robert  Dawson  is  a new 
usher  at  the  Central  in  West  Hartford 
. . . Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew’s  Poli  division 
manager,  held  a special  meeting  at  the 
local  Loew’s  Poli  in  connection  with  plans 
for  “The  Great  Dictator”  . . . Olsen  and 
Johnson’s  “Hellzapoppin’  ” played  two 
days  at  Bushnell’s  Memorial,  Hartford 
. . . East  Hartford  Little  Theatre  Players 
presented  Merton  Hodge’s  “The  Wind  and 
the  Rain.” 

Katharine  McCool,  formerly  of  the 
Cameo,  New  York,  is  a new  usherette  at 
the  Princess  . . . Martin  Kelleher,  Princess 
manager,  spent  five  days  in  New  York  . . . 
Wanda  Ruda,  member  of  the  Princess  ser- 
vice staff,  has  resigned  to  go  to  work  for 
Pratt  & Whitney  Aircraft  Corp.  in  East 
Hartford  . . . Ditto  Helen  Murda,  cashier 
at  the  Princess  for  the  past  seven  years. 

Tommie  Kelley,  usher  at  the  Loew-Poli 
Palace,  has  resigned  ...  In  town  to  see 
Manager  George  E.  Landers  of  the  E.  M. 
Loew’s,  was  Max  Finn,  general  manager 
of  the  E.  M.  Loew  circuit  . . . “Chick” 
Pontillo  of  the  Vaudeville  Actor’s  Ass’n  of 
Connecticut  had  a birthday  last  Saturday 
. . . Jerry  Warsaa,  chief  of  the  Palace  ser- 
vice staff,  has  left  that  theatre  for  other 
fields  . . . Front  at  the  Loew-Poli  Palace 
has  been  repainted  . . . Lowell  Thomas, 
commentator  for  20th-Fox  Movietone 
News,  finds  time  to  get  to  Watertown 
Saturdays  to  see  his  son  perform  in  the 
Taft  School  backfield. 

Johnnie  Shea  is  a new  usher  at  the 
Strand  . . . Arthur  Johnson  has  completed 
the  filmmg  of  “An  Old  Master  Lives 
Again”  at  the  Springfield  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts.  The  film  will  be  used  to  familiarize 
high  school  students  with  the  times  and 
conditions  under  which  some  of  the  old 
master  paintings  were  made  . . . Grace 
Creedon  is  the  new  cashier  at  E.  M.  Loew’s. 


Joins  Royal  Typewriter 

Hartford  — Morris  Kindel,  assistant 
manager  and  doorman  at  the  Lyric,  has 
resigned  to  join  the  Royal  Typewriter  Co. 


Salesmen  s Club  Will 
Elect  on  November  9 

Boston — On  November  9 the  Moving 
Picture  Salesmen’s  Club  will  hold  a regu- 
lar business  meeting  and  will  elect  officers 
for  the  coming  year. 

The  following  were  nominated  at  a pre- 
vious meeting:  Harry  Goldstein  of  RKO, 
president;  Harry  Worden  of  M-G-M,  vice- 
president;  Harry  Rosenblatt  of  M-G-M, 
nominated  for  the  fifth  consecutive  time 
as  treasurer,  and  Maynard  Sickles  of  Capi- 
tol, also  nominated  for  the  fifth  time  as 
secretary  of  the  organization.  Sam  Soro- 
ker  of  Producers  Releasing  Corp.  was 
nominated  sergeant-at-arms. 


Lamere  Ready  to  Open 
Ludlow  Royal  Theatre 

Boston — The  Royal  Theatre  in  Ludlow, 
new  theatre  being  built  by  Harry  Lamere, 
is  due  to  open  within  the  next  two  weeks. 
It  is  being  outfitted  by  Capitol  Theatre 
Supply  Co. 


Dance  Nov.  16 

Boston — The  Motion  Picture  Salesmen’s 
Club  will  hold  its  annual  installation  and 
dinner  dance  Saturday,  November  16,  be- 
ginning at  the  Paramount  Film  exchange 
at  6:30  p.  m.,  when  officers  will  be  in- 
ducted for  the  year.  A preview  will  be 
held,  after  which  members  will  go  to  the 
Club  Versailles  for  dinner  and  dancing. 

: BRIDGEPORT  ; 

V 

jyjATT  L.  SAUNDERS  was  the  only  local 
manager  in  New  York  for  the  testi- 
monial dinner  to  Lester  Isaacs  . . . The 
Warner  opened  its  new  show  at  6 p.  m. 
on  election  night  and  ran  continuous  until 
2.30  a.  m.,  giving  city  only  new  opening 
. . . Sam  Haddleman  is  back  in  town  . . . 
Doorman  William  Nelson  of  the  Hippo- 
drome is  back  on  duty  after  an  opera- 
tion . . . Ruth  Snelter,  also  a surgical 
patient,  is  back  in  the  cashier’s  cage  at 
the  Park  City  . . . The  father  of  Robert 
Carney,  assistant  manager  at  the  Majestic, 
is  home  from  the  hospital. 

Margaret  O’Coiinor  is  treasurer  at  the 
Lyric  . . . Globe  Manager  Harry  Rose  and 
his  wife,  Aiiita,  celebrated  the  latter’s 
birthday  at  the  Seven  Gables  . . . Matt 
Saunders  gave  “Third  Finger,  Left  Hand” 
a good  openmg  at  the  Loew-Poli  by  book- 
ing in  two  bands  and  permitting  daricing 
in  the  aisles. 

Manny  E.  Kuggel  of  the  Warner  is  an 
ardent  football  fan  . . . Harry  Rose  is 
never  happier  than  when  he  has  a violin 
to  his  shoulder  . . . Morris  Jacobson,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Strand  Amusement 
Co.,  has  purchased  a new  home  . . . The 
Rialto  will  close  soon  to  permit  uninter- 
rupted work  on  the  modernization. 

Harold  “Hank”  Kilborii,  doorman  at  the 
Majestic,  donned  his  bathing  suit  and 
dipped  his  toe  into  Long  Island  sound  the 
other  afternoon  and  decided  that  swim- 
ming is  over  for  the  year.  So  Bridgeport 
can  prepare  for  a long,  cold  winter  when 
“Hank”  quits  so  early  . . . Rudolph  Bor- 
kowski  has  been  advanced  from  usher  to 
doorman  and  Marcel  Pelletier  has  joined 
the  usher  corps  at  the  Warner. 


SALO,  formerly  at  the  Art,  is  now 
doorman  at  the  Paramount  . . . Morris 
Druker,  assistant  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  in 
Worcester,  is  back  at  work,  having  fully 
recuperated  from  injuries  sustained  when 
he  fell  from  his  horse  . . . Claire  Bocash, 
Loew’s  Poli  candy  girl,  was  sick  for  a week 
with  infected  tonsils  . . . Frances  Bookman, 
Loew’s  Poli  usherette,  has  left  that  situa- 
tion to  become  a nurse  . . . Phillip  P. 
Greenaway  is  a new  usher  at  the  Loew’s 
Poli. 

Freddie  Signor,  janitor  at  the  Jefferson, 
has  been  at  that  spot  for  over  20  years 
. . . Office  of  Manager  Freddie  Frechette 
at  the  Garden  is  to  be  remodeled  . . . West- 
ern Massachusetts  houses  held  Hallowe’en 
midJiight  shows  . . . Charlie  DiScaacca, 
Loew’s  Poli  student  assistant,  saw  the 
Army-Notre  Dame  game  in  New  York. 

Harry  Green,  New  England  representa- 
tive for  Alexander  Preview  Co.,  a visitor 
. . . News  of  the  coming  of  “The  Great 
Dictator”  to  the  local  Loew’s  Poli  made 
the  Springfield  press  . . . Gilbert  G.  Bevins, 
assistant  manager  at  the  Paramount, 
tripped  to  New  York  . . . Phillips  and 
Broadway  announced  election  results  Tues- 
day night  . . . Arcade  issued  courtesy 
cards  to  over  5,000  Springfield  public 
school  students.  Cards  offer  reduction  of 
ten  cents  to  every  pupil  attending  the 
Arcade  . . . Max  Finn,  general  manager  of 
the  E.  M.  Loew  circuit,  visited  Bert  Jack- 
son,  manager,  and  Ernest  W.  Whitford  of 
the  Court  Square. 

Clement  H.  Thieler,  usher  at  the  Capi- 
tol, has  bee7i  upped  to  doorman  . . . Rich- 
ard D.  Obin  is  a new  usher  at  the  Capitol 
. . . Ruth  Hurley,  Loew’s  Poli  usherette, 
who  was  rushed  to  Springfield  Hospital  for 
an  emergency  appendectomy,  is  coming 
along  fine  . . . Capitol  now  has  fluores- 
cent lighting  in  its  lobby,  balcony,  and  dis- 
play cases  . . . Hi  town  looking  over  reno- 
vations at  the  Phillips  was  Julian  Rifkin 
of  the  Herman  Rifkin  circuit,  Boston  . . . 
Eddie  Powers,  Art  assistant  manager,  had 
a cold  . . . Arthur  A.  Tattro,  doorman  at 
the  Phillips,  was  doivn  with  the  grippe  . . . 
Blue  Orchid  dinnerware  giveaway  due  at 
the  Phillips  soon  . . . Herman  Rifkin  was 
in  town. 

Revival  of  “Trail  of  the  Lonesome  Pine” 
did  good  business  at  the  Arcade  . . . 
James  J.  Bloom,  assistant  chief  of  the 
Paramount’s  service  staff,  is  wearing  a 
new  overcoat  . . . Melvin  M.  Aronson, 
Paramount’s  chief  of  service,  was  in  Wor- 
cester visiting  relatives  . . . Johnnie 
Small  is  the  smiling  new  doorman  at  the 
Arcade  ...  In  Boston  was  Raymond  Title, 
Art  manager  . . . Loretta  L.  McDonald, 
cashier  at  the  Arcade,  has  been  getting 
quite  a few  congratulations  for  her  poem 
on  “Cashiers,”  which  appeared  in  Box- 
office  recently. 


Joseph  Dondis  Services 
Held  in  Fall  River 

Boston — Joseph  Dondis,  Rockland  man- 
ager for  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  at  the  Strand 
in  that  Maine  community  for  many  years 
and  a Paramount  Pictures  partner,  suc- 
cumbed to  a heart  attack  following  a ser- 
ious operation  and  long  convalescence. 

Dondis  was  buried  last  week  in  Fall 
River  and  the  services  were  attended  by 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.  executives  and  his 
many  friends. 


96 


BOXOFFICE  : : November  9,  1940 


Underwood  and  Ezell  Acquire 
More  Sites  for  Drive-Ins 


New  Houses  Will  Be 
Added  by  Williams 


Oklahoma  City — A current  expansion 
program  on  the  part  of  the  K.  Lee  Wil- 
liams Theatres,  Inc.,  is  made  public  by  the 
announcement  that  the  circuit  has  signed 
long  term  leases  on  business  buildings  in 
Fordyce,  Ark.,  and  Wilburton,  Okla.,  which 
will  immediately  be  remodeled  into  subse- 
quent run  theatres.  These  are  expected  to 
be  ready  for  opening  by  the  first  of  the 
year. 


K,  Lee  Williams  Acquires 
Option  From  John  Atchison 

Oklahoma  City — John  Atchison,  opera- 
tor of  the  Palace,  Skiatook,  Okla.,  has  en- 
tered into  a booking  arrangement  with 
the  K.  Lee  Williams  Theatres,  Inc.,  of 
Oklahoma  City,  which  includes  a six 
months’  option  by  the  circuit  for  purchase 
of  the  house  from  Atchison. 


Sun.  Opening  lor  National 
Guard  Brings  Indictment 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. — Four  theatre  man- 
agers here  considered  it  all  right  to  open 
their  theatres  for  the  benefit  of  National 
Guardsmen,  encamped  nearby,  but  a cir- 
cuit court  jury  failed  to  share  their  view- 
point and  the  four  have  been  indicted  by 
this  jury  on  charges  of  violating  Sunday 
blue  laws. 

Twice  during  October  these  managers 
were  arrested  and  fined  on  the  same 
charges,  but  paid  off  and  continued  their 
shows.  Camp  Shelby,  where  the  National 
Guardsmen  are  quartered,  has  no  motion 
picture  theatre. 


Modernization  Program 
For  Henderson  Strand 

Henderson,  Tex. — A complete  moderni- 
zation program  for  the  Strand  here, 
operated  by  East  Texas  Theatres,  is  under 
way. 

Plans  include  revamping  of  sound 
equipment,  a balcony  for  Negroes,  a new 
front  and  redecoration  of  the  auditorium. 
Capacity  will  be  increased  by  150  seats  to 
a total  of  700. 


C.  C.  Hamm  Remodels 

Vernon,  Tex. — C.  C.  Hamm  has  com- 
pleted remodeling  the  balcony  of  his  Ma- 
jestic Theatre  and  has  approximately 
doubled  its  seating  capacity.  Hamm  plans 
to  redecorate  the  interior  of  the  house  be- 
fore leaving  for  a hunting  trip  into  south 
Texas. 


Closing  Temporary 

San  Antonio — The  current  shutdown  of 
the  Royal  Theatre  here,  a house  for  col- 
ored, is  a temporary  one  and  Manager 
Julian  S.  Amols  expects  to  reopen  within 
the  next  week  or  so. 


Gallatin  Projectionist  Wed 
Gallatin,  Tenn. — High  Thomas  jr., 
operator  at  the  Roxy,  was  recently  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  Laverne  Womack. 


0 

Ready  lor  ITO  Meet 
November  17-18 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — Plans  have  been 
completed  for  the  Arkansas  ITO  conven- 
tion which  will  be  held  at  the  Marion 
Hotel  here  Sunday  and  Monday,  Novem- 
ber 17-18.  President  P.  G.  Wren  will 
open  the  sessions  Monday  morning,  at 
which  time  Governor-elect  Homer  Atkins 
will  address  the  assembly.  H.  M.  Richey 
of  Metro's  public  relations  department 
also  will  be  a speaker.  A screening  for 
the  conventioneers  will  be  held  Sunday 
at  the  Arkansas  Theatre. 

■■■  J 

Committees  Named 
For  TO  A Meeting 

Charlotte — Committees  for  the  forth- 
coming convention  of  the  TOA  of  the 
Carolinas.  which  meets  here  December  1 
and  2,  have  been  appointed  as  follows: 

Resolutions,  M.  S.  Hill,  Greensboro, 
chairman;  Fred  J.  Powell,  Chester,  S.  C., 
and  O.  F.  Kirby,  Roxboro;  membership,  W. 
C.  Ormand,  Ayden,  chairman;  H.  E.  Wes- 
singer,  Lexington,  S.  C.,  and  William  Conn, 
Gastonia;  publicity,  George  Carpenter, 
Valdese,  chairman;  Harold  Armistead, 
Easley,  S.  C.,  and  A.  R.  Mason,  Laurens, 
S.  C.;  reception,  H.  H.  Everette,  Charlotte, 
chairman;  E.  L.  Hearne,  Albemarle;  Mrs. 
Ruma  Curtis,  Liberty,  and  Mrs.  H.  T. 
Green.  Manning,  S.  C. 

Word  from  Ed  L.  Kuykendall  is  that  he 
will  be  present  at  the  December  meeting. 


Sparks  to  Open  New 
Cameo  in  Orlando 

Orlando,  Fla. — The  new  Cameo,  a 
Sparks  unit,  will  open  about  the  middle  of 
November  or  no  later  than  Thanksgiving 
Day,  Vernon  Hunter,  city  manager,  an- 
nounces. 

The  first  of  the  city’s  neighborhood 
theatres,  the  Cameo  is  situated  on  East 
Colonial  Drive  in  Colonialtown.  It  will 
seat  500. 


New  Cordele  Firm 

CoRDELE,  Ga. — A petition  has  been  filed 
with  superior  court  here  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  Cordele  Theatre,  Inc.,  for  a period 
of  35  years.  Incorporators  are  L.  H.  Hol- 
loway, Cordele:  A.  L.  Cowart,  Cartersville, 
and  F.  S.  Singler,  Richland.  Capital  stock 
is  $25,000  of  common  divided  into  250 
shares  of  $100  each. 


New  Florida  Firm 

Tallahassee,  Fla. — A charter  has  been 
issued  to  Highland  Theatre,  Inc.,  Lakeland, 
to  operate  theatres.  Twenty  shares  of 
stock  are  valued  at  $1,000  par  each.  Di- 
rectors are  H.  L.  Nadeau,  Frances  Moore 
and  M.  Crenshaw. 


Dallas — Drive-In  theatres  are  seeming- 
ly on  the  march  in  Texas  with  latest  re- 
ports being  that  W.  G.  Underwood  and  C. 
C.  Ezell  have  closed  for  two  locations  in 
Dallas  and  one  in  Austin  in  addition  to 
having  virtually  concluded  deals  for  a sec- 
ond site  in  Houston  and  one  each  in  Waco 
and  Fort  Worth. 

Construction  will  start  in  Dallas  and 
Austin  as  soon  as  plans  can  be  drawn,  it 
is  announced,  and  additional  drive-ins  will 
be  installed  other  than  those  mentioned 
just  as  soon  as  suitable  locations  are 
found. 

On  Fredericksburg  Road  next  to  the  Kit 
Kat  Klub  just  outside  of  San  Antonio, 
Underwood  and  Ezell  are  operating  their 
first  drive-in  which  opened  only  a few 
days  ago.  Their  second  operation  is  in 
Houston,  which  they  purchased  recently 
from  the  Katsaris-Richter  combination. 
The  latter  still  operate  a drive-in  near 
Corpus  Christi. 


Warner  Invasion  of 
Sparks'  Area  Begins 


Jacksonville — With  the  start  of  con- 
struction on  an  800 -seat  theatre  here  by 
Arthur  Siegel,  stepson  of  Albert  Warner, 
the  Warner  circuit  will  invade  the  first 
run  theatre  field  in  opposition  to  the 
Sparks  chain. 

Since  the  first  of  the  year  not  a single 
Warner  film  has  had  a first  run  outlet  in 
Jacksonville.  It  has  been  known  for  some 
months  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general  sales 
manager  for  Warner,  had  failed  to  make 
a deal  with  Frank  Rogers,  general  man- 
ager for  the  circuit.  Reports  of  a Warner 
invasion  move  have  been  on  tap  for  some 
time,  but  the  order  by  Siegel  to  start  con- 
struction on  a valuable  piece  of  property 
in  the  downtown  area  indicates  the  re- 
ports were  not  mere  gossip. 

Siegel  has  been  here  from  New  York 
several  times  in  conjunction  with  the  pro- 
ject. He  also  handles  three  theatres  in 
the  Bronx  for  his  stepfather. 

Although  Paramount  straightened  out 
its  differences  with  the  Warner  circuit  in 
Philadelphia  recently  this  has  no  bearing 
on  the  Paramount  affiliate,  the  Sparks 
circuit.  The  impression  gathered  here  is 
that  Warner  is  serious  about  the  new  thea- 
tre project,  having  operated  in  the  south 
before. 


Miami  Chain  Acquires 
Theatre  in  Nassau 

New  York — Wometco  has  acquired  the 
Cinema  in  Nassau,  B.  I.,  making  the  fourth 
unit  for  the  independent  circuit  in  the 
islands  and  25  for  the  entire  circuit,  which 
has  21  houses  in  southern  Florida. 

Sidney  Meyer,  in  town  for  a few  days 
before  heading  for  Baltimore  for  the 
Army-Navy  game,  said  his  circuit  has  en- 
joyed a fair  summer  and  expects  a good 
winter.  He  returned  to  his  headquarters 
in  Miami  from  Baltimore. 
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Variely  lo  Charlotte 
Nearing  Realization 

Charlotte — Plans  for  a local  unit  of  the 
Variety  Club,  national  showmen’s  organi- 
zation, were  revealed  as  well  advanced  at 
a recent  golf  tournament  held  by  mem- 


bers of  the  trade  in  this  area  at  the  Caro- 
lina Golf  Club, 

The  announcement  of  the  formation  of 
a Variety  Club  here  revealed  that  applica- 
tion for  a charter  had  been  made  and 
several  officers  named.  These  include  H. 
H.  Everett,  circuit  head  and  former  dis- 
tributor, who  was  elected  chief  barker; 
Benn  H,  Rosenwald,  Metro  branch  man- 
ager, elected  assistant  chief  barker,  and 
John  A,  Bachman,  local  Warner  manager, 
named  property  man.  Election  of  the 
other  officers  was  to  be  announced  with- 
in a few  days. 

The  group  who  launched  the  formation 
of  a Variety  Club  in  Charlotte,  besides  the 
three  officers  listed,  include  the  follow- 
ing branch  managers:  J,  B,  Brecheen, 
RKO;  R,  J,  Ingram,  Columbia;  J.  H,  “Cy” 
Dillon,  Republic;  Phil  Longdon,  20th-Fox: 
Scott  Lett,  Paramount;  Jimmy  Pritchett, 
Universal;  J,  Schraeder,  UA,  and  Frank  H, 
Beddingfield  of  Advertising  Accessories, 
Inc. 

Scott  Lett,  incidentally,  won  the  $25.00 
jackpot  at  a drawing  at  the  tournament 
and  donated  it  to  the  chanty  fund  of  the 
newly  formed  tent. 

Other  winners  at  golf  were  Dave  Whis- 
nant  of  Charlotte  Sign,  low  net;  E.  Q. 
Benbow,  Mt.  Airy  exhibitor,  second  low 
net;  J.  V.  Benfield,  Valdese  exhibitor,  low 
gross;  Pete  Webb,  Shelby,  fewest  number 
of  putts;  Dave  White,  closest  to  pin  on 
hole  7;  J.  E.  Holston,  20th-Fox  sales- 
man, longest  drive  on  No.  18;  A.  L.  Simp- 
son, blind  bogeys — Gordan  Cassidy,  Char- 
lotte Observer  Transportation;  Roy  Smart, 
Wilby-Kincey  Service  Corp.;  Olin  Mock, 
20th-Fox  salesman;  Roger  Mitchell,  RKO 
salesman:  highest  score — Scott  Lett,  Para- 
mount branch  manager;  best  dressed 
golfer,  Roy  Rosser,  Sanford  exhibitor. 

Other  prize  winners  in  various  contests 
and  drawings  were  Carl  Patterson,  Co- 
lumbia booker:  Cliff  Hardin,  20th-Pox 
office  manager;  Frank  Gryder,  Para- 
mount: Jules  Williamson,  Paramount; 
Dean  House,  Warner  salesman. 

Also  R.  D.  Williamson,  Columbia  sales- 
man; George  Ebersole,  20th-Fox  salesman; 
Dick  Shehan,  Universal  booker;  Jack  Lon- 
don, Republic. 


M.  A.  Lighlman  Again 
Heads  Memphis  Tent 


Memphis — At  the  annual  election  of  of- 
ficers of  the  Variety  Club,  M.  A.  Light- 
man  was  elected  Chief  Barker,  and  J. 
Frank  Willingham  assistant  chief  barker. 
The  new  board  of  directors  are:  A.  M. 
Avery,  D.  L.  “Bob”  Bostick,  Herman  Chris- 
man,  H.  I.  Mansfield,  Bailey  Prichard, 
Herb  Kohn,  Jimmy  Rogers,  Tom  Young, 
Bill  Bugie  and  Ed  Sapinsley,  with  J.  Frank 
Willingham  as  chairman  of  the  board. 

Mansfield  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
entertainment  committee  and  is  respons- 
ible for  the  party  to  be  held  on  December 
8 and  December  28.  Harry  Martin,  Com- 
mercial Appeal  film  critic,  Bostick,  Avery, 
Homer  Hisey  and  Prichard  will  serve  as 
his  assistants. 


Atlanta  Variety 
Elects  Board 

Atlanta — At  the  regular  monthly  meet- 
ing of  Variety  held  Monday  at  the  Henry 
Grady  Hotel  club  rooms,  the  following  11 
men  were  elected  to  constitute  the  board 
of  directors: 

Dave  Prince,  R.  L.  McCoy,  Charles  E. 
Kessnich,  William  K.  Jenkins,  John  T. 
Ezell,  E.  E.  Whitaker,  Paul  Wilson,  R.  B. 
Wilby,  J.  F.  Kirby,  Harry  Ballance  and 
Earle  M.  Holden. 

These  men  will  take  office  January  1, 
but  in  the  meantime  they  will  select  among 
themselves  a Chief  Barker  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  club.  The  six  remaining  will 
serve  as  directors. 

Delegates  to  the  national  convention  in 
Atlantic  City  next  year  will  be  Ballance 
and  Wilby  with  J.  H.  Harrison  and  Kess- 
nich as  alternates.  Jenkins  was  elected 
national  director  by  unanimous  vote. 

Because  of  the  time  required  for  the 
election,  determination  of  the  club’s  ma- 
jor charity  undertaking  was  postponed  un- 
til the  next  meeting  December  2. 


Pick  Nominating  Committee 
For  Tent  22's  Election 

Oklahoma  City — L.  C.  Griffith,  chief 
barker  of  Tent  No.  22,  Variety  Club  of 
Oklahoma  City,  has  appointed  the  follow- 
ing directors  of  the  club  as  a nominating 
committee  of  three  to  offer  suggestions  for 
the  nomination  of  officers  and  directors  of 
the  Variety  Club  of  Oklahoma  City  for  the 
coming  year:  Henry  S.  Griffing,  attorney, 
chairman;  Sol  Davis,  co-holder  of  the  Re- 
public franchise  here,  and  Dan  James, 
manager  of  the  Black  Hotel. 

The  date  for  the  election  has  been  set 
for  November  5,  the  time  6 p.  m.  with  the 
activities  to  begin  with  a buffet  supper  in 
the  club  rooms  at  the  Black  Hotel,  in  Ok- 
lahoma City. 

Atlanta  May  Get  "Wind" 
Anniversary  Premiere 

New  York — M-G-M  may  hold  an  anni- 
versary premiere  of  “Gone  With  the  Wind” 
in  Atlanta,  where  it  originally  opened.  At 
the  company’s  headquarters,  it  is  stated 
ten  southern  cities  have  requested  the  an- 
niversary premiere,  but  no  decision  has 
been  made. 

William  R.  Ferguson,  head  of  exploita- 
tion, returned  Tuesday  from  Atlanta  where 
he  spent  several  days  discussing  the  pro- 
posed idea.  After  conferences  with  home 
office  executives,  a decision  will  be  made. 


— Photos  by  Lane  Bros. 

When  "Aunt  Maggie"  Premiered — 

Regenstein’s,  one  of  Atlanta’s  leading  departmeiit  stores,  decorated  its 
windows  with  projection  equipment,  theatre  seats,  stills,  style  photos,  etc., 
for  the  world  premiere  there  of  ‘‘Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?”  The  result  in 
one  window  is  shown  directly  above.  At  the  top  is  a reproduction  of  two 
paintmgs  for  one  display,  created  by  Ed  Greene,  l9-year-old  art  director  of 
Theatrical  Printing  Co.  What  appears  is  natural  talent,  Greene  never  hav- 
ing studied  art. 
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Oklahoma  City — Straight  from  Holly- 
wood where  he  spent  his  last  night  with  a 
vacuum  cleaner  on  his  neck,  Richard  Ar- 
len  arrived  here  last  Friday  morning  for 
the  chamber  of  commerce  “heads-up”  week 
and  festivities. 

Arlen  felt  anything  taut  festive. 

“This  is  the  longest  I’ve  gone  without 
sleep  in  my  life,”  he  said.  “Forty-eight 
hours ! 

“But  I said  I’d  be  here,  and  I don’t  like 
to  break  my  promises.  So  the  studio  said 
they  wanted  to  finish  my  new  picture, 
‘A  Dangerous  Game.’  They  wanted  to 
introduce  a new  scene  in  it.  A vacuum 
cleaner  catches  my  tie  and  chokes  me  to 
death! 

“I  spent  the  last  night  there  on  the  floor 
with  a floor  cleaner  on  my  neck,  with 
sound  effects  . . . ‘Eeeeeeek’!” 

Arlen  thought  this  over  a moment 
solemnly. 

“What  a way  to  make  a living^’  he  con- 
cluded, “with  a vacuum  cleaner  on  my 
neck,  saying  ‘Eeeek’!” 

Arlen  shuddered  and  quickly  forced  the 
horrible  picture  from  his  mind.  He  stepped 
onto  the  terrace  outside  his  Biltmore  Hotel 
room  and  looked  at  the  oil  wells.  He  had 
been  here  before,  and  also  knew  Will  Rog- 
ers and  Wiley  Post,  he  recalled. 

“I  used  to  travel  with  Will  in  Wiley 
Post’s  plane,  playing  benefits,”  he  said. 
“Bill  was  an  old  shoe.  We  would  go  to  a 
hotel,  and  in  five  minutes  he’d  say,  ‘Let’s 
sit  in  the  lobby.’  He’d  sit  there  and  just 
study  people. 

“Or  he  would  go  out  onto  the  street,  and 
sit  on  a fireplug.  That  was  another  of  his 
favorite  stunts.  No  matter  where  he  was, 
he  wouldn’t  sit  there  long  imtil  he  would 
recognize  someone.  Then  it  would  be: 
'Hello,  Charley.’  Charley  would  stop  and 
chat  a while,  and  then  Bill  would  explain 
Charley  used  to  be  secretary  to  the  mayor 
in  such  and  such  a town.” 

Arlen  marveled  at  Rogers  memory,  tell- 
ing how  he  always  remembered  the  names 
of  the  man  who  pulled  the  curtain  and  the 
man  who  worked  the  lights  in  the  theatre, 
remembered  about  their  children  and  de- 
tails of  their  lives. 

Arlen  reported  he  is  sthl  making  films 
but  he  finds  aviation  is  taking  more  and 
more  of  his  time.  He  operates  the  Arlen- 
Probert  Aviation  Corp.  with  a partner,  and 
is  interested  through  his  company  in  in- 
struction, charter  work  and  other  lines  in 
aviation. 

“We’re  working  on  this  pickup  mail  ser- 
vice now,”  he  reported.  “We  hope  to  get 
the  contract.”  This  service  involves  pick- 
ing up  airmail  from  small  cities  by  means 
of  hooks  on  the  plane,  which  grab  the 
sacks  as  the  pilot  flies  by. 

Arlen  joined  the  Royal  Air  Force  in 
Canada  when  he  was  16  years  old  because 
he  was  unhappy  in  high  school,  and  his 
interest  was  revived  when  he  played  in  the 
motion  picture,  “Wings,”  he  explained. 


New  House  in  Sundown 
Is  Nearly  Completed 

Sundown,  Tex. — A new  550-seat  thea- 
tre is  practically  completed  here  for  Wal- 
lace Blankenship,  owner  of  a circuit  which 
headquarters  at  Levelland.  Opening  is 
anticipated  in  about  10  days. 


Openings  Pace  Theatre  Activity 
In  Oklahoma  City  Area 


Ample  Cooperation  lor 
Erwin,  Tenn„  Opening 

Erwin,  Tenn. — A goal  in  newspaper  pub- 
licity was  set  up  by  the  recent  opening 
here  of  the  Cherokee  Amusements’  Capitol 
Theatre. 

The  local  newspaper,  issued  twice  week- 
ly, devoted  virtually  its  entire  front  page 
to  the  opening  and  carried  stories  on  the 
theatre,  its  operators,  the  product,  etc.,  on 
every  page  of  its  12-page  issue. 

Tony  Sudekum  and  Earle  Hendren  are 
executives  of  the  Cherokee  Amusement  Co. 


/.  Wesley  Trout  Visits  in 
Dallas  Several  Days 

Dallas — J.  Wesley  Ti’out,  author  of  an 
800-page  volume  entitled  “Projection 
Servicing,”  has  been  here  several  days 
visiting  exhibitors  and  equipment  houses. 
He  is  building  up  his  sound  equipment 
and  projection  course  which  features  ser- 
vice instruction  on  all  leading  makes  of 
equipment. 


Club  Uses  Theatre 

Memphis,  Tenn. — The  use  of  the  Strand 
was  extended  recently  to  the  local  Junior 
Safety  Council,  sponsored  by  the  Kiwanis 
Club,  for  its  annual  election.  Other  large- 
ly attended  meetings  of  the  council  are 
held  at  this  theatre. 


Son  to  Robert  Roberts 

Stuttgart,  Ark. — Robert  Roberts,  as- 
sistant manager  at  the  Malco  Majestic 
here,  is  the  father  of  a son,  born  Sep- 
tember 25. 


Oklahoma  City  — Openings  for  the 
present  dominate  theatre  activity  in  the 
Oklahoma  City  sector,  with  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Company  setting  the  pace. 

Three  houses  have  been  opened,  five 
are  in  process  of  remodeling  or  being 
readied  for  opening  and  two  new  houses 
are  being  planned. 

Standard  Busy 

The  three  houses  that  have  opened  are 
the  Circle  at  Tulsa,  which  had  200  seats 
added  to  make  a total  of  850;  the  Lind- 
say at  Lubbock,  Tex.,  which  is  a new  1,- 
400-seater,  and  the  Rialto  in  Oklahoma 
City,  following  signing  of  a new  lease. 

The  Folly  Theatre,  neighboring  the 
Rialto,  and  controlled  by  Standard  Thea- 
tres, is  getting  touches  preparatory  to 
opening. 

Griffith  Remodeling 

The  four  Griffith  houses  in  process  of 
remodeling  are  the  Dixie  in  Ashdown, 
Ark.,  which  suffered  a booth  fire  which 
has  now  been  repaired;  the  Campus  at  Nor- 
man, Okla.,  closed  for  two  or  three  years 
but  now  redecorated  for  a November  14 
opening;  the  Palace  at  Duncan,  Okla., 
completely  remodeled,  and  the  Blue  Moon 
in  Oklahoma  City  for  which  enlargement 
plans  are  at  present  being  drawn  at  Ted 
Griffith’s  behest,  by  Jack  Corgan  of  Cor- 
gan  and  Moore,  Dallas  architects. 

Building  plans  call  for  a new  theatre  ii* 
Chickasha,  Okla.,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Washita  which  burned  down  about  a year 
ago.  The  new  house  will  seat  1,000  and 
will  be  operated  by  Griffith -Consolidated 
Theatres,  Inc. 

Plans  too,  are  being  drawn  for  a house 
in  Tulsa  that  will  be  a 1,000-seat  subse- 
quent run  for  Griffith. 


Ask  The  Exhibitor  That  Uses 

Simplex  4 STAR  SOUND 

How  Many  Patrons  Regularly  Compliment 
His  Perfect  Reproduction  and  Come  Back 
Again  and  Again. 

Sure  It  Costs  More  And  It's  Worth  It 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

Dallas,  Atlanta,  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Charlotte  and  Oklahoma  City 
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pj  N.  McNEAL,  former  trade  paper  re- 
porter here  and  now  in  the  script  writ- 
ing department  of  Monogram  in  Holly- 
wood, passed  through  this  week  en  route 
to  the  west  coast  after  attending  burial 
services  for  a brother  in  Oklahoma  . . . 
C.  W.  Niece  of  the  Crystal,  Hubbard,  was 
here  Wednesday  . , . Variety  has  its  annual 
election  of  officers  coming  up  November 
25.  Preliminary  meetings  are  being  held 
and  indications  are  there  will  be  a few  new 
faces  in  the  limelight. 

It  was  quiet  on  Harwood  and  Jackson 
Wednesday  following  the  Roosevelt-Will- 
kie  setto.  A rabid  Rooseveltian  tacked 
crepe  on  the  doors  of  a couple  of  theatre 
circuit  chieftains  at  an  early  hour.  Other- 
wise, the  Willkie  boys  conceded  they 
missed  and  plans  for  the  future  went  on  as 
usual  . . . Bob  Hooks,  who  leans  toward 
Texas  Tech,  because  that’s  where  he  was 
educated,  passed  through  Dallas  this  week 
en  route  to  the  opening  of  the  new  Lind- 
say in  Lubbock.  Bob  is  the  mainstay  over 
at  Mineola  where  his  mother,  Mrs.  R.  T. 
Hooks,  holds  sway. 

E.  P.  Rainocek,  owner  of  the  Texas  at 
Iraan,  was  in  town  on  one  of  his  regular 
trips  which  he  makes  four  times  annu- 
ally. He  headquartered  at  Ind-Ex  Book- 
ing Service  . . . Emil  George,  operator  of 
both  the  Lincoln  and  Dixie  theatres  for 
colored  in  Port  Arthur,  was  in  town  Tues- 
day . . . Audry  and  Mrs.  Cox  of  Lamesa 
and  Mrs.  Earl  Jones  of  Brownfield  were 
in  visiting  exchanges  and  equipment 
stores. 

The  regular  Variety  Club  Monday 
luncheon  has  been  called  off  for  Monday, 
November  11,  on  account  of  Armistice  Day 
. . . Another  Variety  announcement  is  that 
the  Rodeo  staged  by  the  Cinema  Bridle 
and  Breakfast  Club  netted  about  $75  which 
ivas  turned  over  to  the  charity  fund. 


Featured  Role  for  Coburn 

Hollywood — RKO  has  signed  Charles 
Coburn  for  a featured  role  in  “The  Devil 
and  Miss  Jones,”  starring  Jean  Arthur. 


Array  Prominent  Speakers 
For  Texas  Allied  Meet 


COL.  H.  A.  COLE 

Dallas — A big  array  of  nationally  prom- 
inent speakers  will  attend  the  Texas  Allied 
convention  here  November  12  and  13  at 
the  Adolphus. 

Among  celebrities  sure  to  address  the 
sessions  are  Sidney  Samuelson,  head  of 
the  Allied  Information  Department  and 
leader  of  the  Philadelphia  Allied  unit;  E. 
C.  Mills,  head  of  Ascap;  William  F.  Rodg- 
ers, M-G-M  general  sales  manager;  H.  M. 
Richey,  Loew’s;  and  George  Dembow, 
president  of  National  Screen  Service. 

Because  of  the  unprecedented  list  of 
speakers.  National  President  H.  A.  Cole, 
who  is  also  president  of  the  Texas  body, 
predicts  the  largest  gathering  of  Texas 
showmen  in  the  history  of  the  state  or- 
ganization. 


NEW  SOUND 


AT  1^  GOST 

1.  Complete  Unit  Matched 
Sound  System. 

2.  Superb  Quality  reproduc- 
tion of  all  wide  range  re- 
cordings. 

3.  Smooth  and  trouble-proof 
operation. 

4.  High  Power  output  for  any 
size  theatre. 

Trade  in  Your  Old  Sound 
and  Save  Money 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate 
Service  Always’’ 

HERBER  BROS. 

408  S.  Harwood  - Dallas,  Tex. 
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JORDON  CRADDOCK,  branch  manager 
for  United  Artists,  Indianapolis,  with 
his  wife,  and  attractive  daughter,  Wanda, 
have  arrived  here  to  spend  the  winter  . . . 
Johnny  Floore,  jefe  grande  at  the  Majes- 
tic, informs  that  Interstate  City  Manager 
Eddie  E.  Collins  shot  a 75  on  the  Brack- 
enridge  Park  links  Wednesday  morning 
while  playing  with  other  local  theatremen 
. . . Ted  Pio-Rito  and  his  band  in  town 
for  a one-night  stand  at  the  Gunter  Hotel. 

The  old  song  slide  days  are  being  re- 
vived 07ice  more  at  the  Texas  each  Satur- 
day morning  for  the  “Kiddie  Quiz  Show.’’ 
Ted  Brown,  the  radio  organist,  furnishes 
the  musical  treats  while  the  children  sing. 
Joske’s  Department  Store  awards  free 
prizes  to  delight  all  the  youngsters. 

"Hell’s  Angels”  was  revived  at  the  Em- 
pire for  a two-day  engagement  . . . Elec- 
tion returns  were  given  in  all  local  thea- 
tres Tuesday  night  . . . Skipper  Hal  Nor- 
fleet of  the  new  Drive-In  is  back  on  duty 
after  a siege  of  lumbago  . . . “The  San  An- 
tonio Weekly  Almanac”  recently  made  its 
appearance  here.  Booklet  lists  downtown 
theatre  showings. 

When  Orson  Welles  made  a speech  be- 
fore the  Open  Forum  here  recently,  he 
said  the  stage  was  dead  . . . Betty  Collins, 
daughter  of  the  Interstate  city  manager, 
took  part  in  the  Horse  Show  at  the  Brack- 
enridge  Park  Show  Ring  Sunday  . . . 
Trueman  Hendrix,  20th-Fox  representa- 
tive in  south  Texas,  seen  along  Main  Ave- 
nue the  other  day. 


Millican  Convicted  on 
Embezzlement  Charge 

Morton,  Tex. — The  Cochran  County 
News  reports  that  E.  R.  Millican,  an  ex- 
Texas  exhibitor,  has  been  sentenced  by 
district  court  here  to  two  years  imprison- 
ment on  each  of  two  indictments  charging 
embezzlement.  Millican,  according  to  the 
paper,  was  convicted  on  a charge  of  em- 
bezzling $174.65  at  one  time  and  $60  at 
another  from  the  Wallace  Theatre  here 
when  he  managed  the  house  for  Wallace 
Blankenship. 


Chain's  Youngest  Manager 
Knoxville,  Tenn. — George  Deavours, 
who  recently  came  from  Birmingham,  Ala., 
to  succeed  Frank  Dudley  as  manager  of 
the  Strand,  is  at  21,  the  youngest  man- 
ager in  the  Wilby-Kincey  chain.  Dudley 
goes  to  Birmingham  where  he  will  man- 
age a house  for  Waters  Theatre  Co. 
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Concerning  the  Carolinas 

- — ’> 

By  A.  JULES  BENEDIC 


Durham,  N.  C. — As  we  dribble  to  Dur- 
ham, tobacco’s  King;  also  a Duke,  as  wit- 
ness the  swell  university  the  Mixture  gen- 
tleman of  that  name  gave  this  lively 
metropolis.  It’s  the  height  of  the  season 
here,  too,  with  the  golden  weed  piled  high 
on  incoming  trucks. 

We  palaver  with  local  cine  politicos, 
Messrs.  Arnold,  Allen,  Graver,  et  als. 
There’s  a note  of  optimism  here  as  in 
other  Old  North  State  towns.  What  price, 
prosperity?  probably  is  finding  the  an- 
swer in  these  lively  Carolina  cities;  cer- 
tainly no  one  is  singing  the  blues  ...  At 
the  University  we  miss  Motion  Picture 
Mogul  Upchurch,  but  we  wabble  to  West 
Durham  for  a talkfest  with  Charlie  Ben- 
nett at  the  Auditorium. 

From  a miasma  of  62  towns  visited  in 
the  short  space  of  a week,  comes  an  im- 
pression of  up-and-coming  Carolina  ex- 
hibitors. If  visits  or  names  are  missed 
in  these  chroniclings,  it’s  because  it  be- 
comes physically  impossible  to  record  so 
many  talks  with  so  many  hospitable  guys 
— and  gals,  for  the  fairer  sex  is  playing  a 
part  in  Carolina  cinematics. 

High  Jinks  at  High  Point 

From  Pisgah  Forest  to  the  coastal  plains 
of  the  east,  we  record  some  celluloid  ca- 
vortings : 

High  Point  witnesses  in  a single  day  the 
opening  of  two  new  theatres — The  Caro- 
lina and  West  End.  On  November  1 Curtis 
Mees,  transferred  temporarily  from  Co- 
lumbia, S.  C.,  by  Kincey,  took  charge  of 
the  newly  revamped  Carolina,  while  Gil 
Graver  opened  the  new  West  End  in  the 
community  of  that  name.  The  latter  is 
the  newest  addition  to  the  Watt  Parker 
circuit,  and  Watt  came  over  for  the  fes- 
tivities. 

Attractive  Mrs.  H.  J.  Paradis  smiles  on 
customers  from  the  boxoffice  of  the  Oasis 
in  Wilson,  and  she’d  rate  that  appellation 
even  if  she  hadn’t  opine  that  she  grabs 
Boxoffice  every  week  and  peruses  it  as 
her  favorite.  Rare  judgment  indeed!  . . . 
R.  C.  Whitehurst  of  Jackson  has  purchased 
the  Pastime  in  Murfreesboro  from  Shep 
Brinkley.  T.  J.  Glover,  formerly  of  Wel- 
don, now  is  manager  of  the  Jackson  house 
. . . F.  C.  Hanks,  veteran  Lenoir  exhibitor, 
doing  nicely  after  a prolonged  siege  of  ill- 
ness . . . J.  M.  O’Neal  of  Fremont  jumps 
into  the  “circuit”  class.  He’s  opened  the 
new  Kenly  at  the  town  of  that  name,  the 
community’s  first  show  since  the  silent 
days. 

Once  upon  a time  there  was  an  old-fash- 
ioned manager.  He  had  a swell  office,  but 
never  was  in  it.  Instead,  he  spent  all  his 
time  on  the  outside.  He  smiled  at  patrons 
and  brought  in  business.  Kincey  Manager 
Speece  at  the  Temple  in  Gastonia  had  a 
cheery  word  for  at  least  a hundred  pa- 
trons when  we  interviewed  him  al  fresco 
on  the  sidewalk.  This  is  no  blurb,  and  we 
feel  the  young  chap’s  entitled  to  plenty  of 
credit. 

All's  Well  at  Ahoskie 

C.  E.  Myers  of  the  Myers  in  Rich  Square 
figures  in  the  week’s  newsgrist.  From  W. 
C.  Ormond  he  has  purchased  the  Wendell 
at  Wendell  and  the  Princess  at  Ay  den. 
With  these  additional  theatres,  including 
his  Colerain  house,  Mr.  Myers  now  con- 
trols four  towns.  He  has  leased  his  Myers 
Theatre  at  Nashville  to  C.  C.  Whitacre, 
formerly  owner  of  a theatre  in  Wake 
Forest. 

Says  a sign  over  a filling  station  in 
Ahoskie:  “If  you  cannot  stop,  smile  when 


you’re  passing  by”  . . . Speaking  of  Ahos- 
kie, our  visit  to  Glenn  Davis  at  the  Rich- 
ard was  a high  spot  of  the  itinerary,  to 
forget  a similar  pleasant  call  upon  his 
partner,  H.  P.  Howell,  at  Smithfield  . . . 
“The  boys”  are  talking  up  the  convention 
in  Charlotte,  December  1 and  2.  One 
prominent  exhibitor  says  he’d  swim  a 
river  to  attend  the  28th  annual  session 
. . . A.  E.  Miller,  manager  for  Mrs.  Paradis 
at  Tarboro,  reopened  the  Majestic  there 
after  remodeling. 

Our  old-time  friend,  Norris  Hadaway  at 
the  National  in  Greensboro,  pulled  a good 
one  on  Lum  ’n’  Abner.  Two  unemployed 
boys  were  dressed  up  as  rubes;  an  old  bar- 
rel and  a checker  board  completed  the  en- 
semble, and  the  lads  play  checkers  all  day 
in  the  lobby.  Overhead  is  a sign  reading: 
“We’re  waiting  to  see  Lum  ’n’  Abner”  . . . 
Another  Kincey  lad,  Manager  Austell  at 
Lenoir,  inclosed  “Down  Argentine  Way” 
in  cakes  of  ice  swimming  in  a wash  tub. 
“This  film’s  too  hot  for  us  to  handle,”  says 
the  legend.  At  show  time,  the  projection- 
ist grabs  the  film  and  rushes  it  to  the 
booth  . . . Third  stunt  noted  was  in  Sidney 
Stevenson’s  own  Henderson.  Young  Sid 
showed  us  a glass-inclosed  box,  which  had 
hundreds  of  dollar  bills  and  silver  cart- 
wheels piled  indiscriminately.  Worth- 
while prizes  went  to  guessers  of  the  cor- 
rect amount  involved. 

Tarheel  Travel  Talk 

Paul  Phillips  at  Salisbury  an  interesting 
veteran  of  this  w.  k.  business  . . . Tom 
Little  said  to  be  muchly  on  the  mend  after 
a hospital  visit  . . . Jimmie  Earnhardt  of 
the  Taylor  in  Edenton  interviewed  on  the 
run  in  that  coastal  town  . . . Dave  Rock 
and  associates  have  put  a pile  of  money 
and  showmanship  in  that  swanky  Lincoln 
Theatre  for  colored  folks  in  Raleigh.  Dave 
played  Stepin  Fechit  in  person  and  has 
other  big  ones  coming  . . . O.  T.  Kirby  of 
Roxboro  another  smiling  “at  the  door” 
manager  on  a busy  Saturday  night  . . . 
Every  time  we  see  a “sexer”  playing  we 
think  of  Roadshowman  McHenry,  who 
forsook  films  for  a fling  at  the  carnival 
game. 

George  Carpenter  of  Valdese  and  other 
stations,  apparently  is  doing  well  with 
flesh.  He  books  big  attractions  and  his 
public  appreciates  a change  of  diet  occa- 
sionally . . . E.  C.  Qualls  of  the  State  at 
Burlington  a booster  for  his  theatre,  the 
town  and  the  industry  . . . Fuller  Sams 
jr.,  at  Statesville,  proves  another  interest- 
ing personage  during  our  short  talk  with 
him  . . . Projectionist  turned  exhibitor  de- 
scribes J.  W.  Thompson,  who  with  his 
Hollywood  is  successfully  catering  to  the 
colored  race  around  Chapel  Hill  way. 

Creditable  operation  is  the  newly  re- 
vamped Palace  at  Windsor,  new  inside  and 
out,  and  the  pride  and  joy  of  Roy  V. 
Thompson  . . . Ditto  for  the  swanky  Gay 
at  Gibsonville,  which  W.  D.  Joyner  erected 
recently. 

Overheard  at  the  Hollywood  Cafe  in 
Charlotte:  First  Exhib:  “Set  in  your 
Christmas  bookings  yet?”  Second  Exhib: 
“Nope.  We’ll  have  two  Thanksgivings  out 
our  way,  and  I wanna  make  sure  of  the 
Yuletide  date  first.” 


Buck  Jones  for  Lead 
Hollywood — Producer  Harry  Sherman 
has  signed  Buck  Jones  for  the  lead  in 
“Tombstone,  Arizona.”  Paramount,  of 
course,  will  release. 
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piLM  salesmen  called  in  by  the  various 

exchanges  owing  to  the  national  and 
state  elections,  say:  War  pictures  are  not 
very  well  received  by  patrons,  but  films 
with  action  draw  all  classes;  giveaways 
fail  to  attract  as  formerly:  serials  are 
coming  back;  and  business  is  improving. 

A.  Bourdoin,  manager  of  the  Buck,  Bi- 
loxi, Miss.,  is  in  Hollywood  seeing  how 
Victures  are  made.  Bourdoin  has  been  in 
the  business  21  years  . . . Had  the  pleas- 
ure of  meeting  R.  Molzon,  who  operates 
in  Cut-Off,  Larose  and  Labadieville , La. 
He  has  great  faith  in  the  future  of  the 
business. 


Ascap  and  Florida 
Both  Will  Appeal 

Miami — A federal  statutory  court  de- 
cision holding  Florida's  anti-Ascap  law 
unconstitutional,  will  be  appealed  to  the 
U.  S.  supreme  court  by  both  Ascap  and 
the  state. 

Ascap  will  test  portions  of  the  decision 
holding  the  state  is  within  its  rights  in 
requiring  Ascap  to  file  records  in  Flor- 
ida and  to  pay  a tax  based  on  licenses 
issued  in  the  state.  The  state  will  ap- 
peal from  that  portion  of  the  decision  de- 
claring the  statute  unconstitutional. 

VS—  ...  -.JJ 
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^HE  Warner  Club  was  host  to  approxi- 
mately 50  Saturday  night  at  a Hallo- 
we’en dinner-dance  . . . Dave  Prince, 
RKO,  is  accepting  congratulations  on  be- 
ing the  proud  father  of  a boy  born  No- 
vember 5,  weighing  7 pounds,  10  ounces. 
To  date  the  new  heir  hasn’t  been  named 
. . . Visitors:  R.  L.  Bigler,  Gay,  Knoxville, 
Tenn.;  J.  E.  Stroud,  Circle,  Social  Circle, 
Ga.;  Margaret  Story,  Knox,  Warrenton, 
Ga.;  Rader  Stewart,  Carroll,  Carrollton, 
Ga.;  J.  Jarrell,  Roxy,  Cochran,  Ga.;  Bill 
Collins,  Toccoa,  Ga.;  Prank  Miller,  Augusta 
Amusement  Co.,  Augusta,  Ga.;  C.  H.  Low- 
ing, Albemarle,  N.  C.,  and  I.  L.  Shields, 
city  manager  for  L&J,  Columbus,  Ga. 


In  New  Orleans  last  week  were  Allan 
Jones,  Irene  Hervey  (his  wife),  Robert 
Cummings  and  the  missus.  They  had  just 
completed  a South  American  trip  on  a 
sort  of  goodwill  tour.  They  covered  Pana- 
ma, Costa  Rica,  Havana  and  Pan  Ameri- 
can ports.  Both  Miss  Hervey  and  Jones 
will  start  new  pictures  on  their  return  to 
Hollywood. 

The  Colonial  Dames  have  donated  $100 
to  the  visual  education  department  of  the 
public  schools  of  New  Orleans  for  the 
leasing  of  patriotic  films  to  be  shown  to 
students  . . . Loew’s  State  tied  up  with 
numerous  bookstores  on  the  novel  ‘-Es- 
cape" which  is  due  in  film  form  at  the 
theatre  in  the  near  future. 

American  Legion  groups  of  both  Louis- 
iana and  Mississippi  will  sponsor  patriotic 
film  at  the  training  camps  of  Beaurgred 
near  Alexandria,  La.,  and  Camp  Shelby 
near  Hattiesburg,  Miss.  . . . Crux  Auxeta 
dance  at  the  Embassy  Club  was  attended 
by  Willis  Houck,  Sam  LoBue,  Max  Brasel- 
ton,  James  Parker  and  Roy  Meyers,  all  of 
Pilmrow. 

Visitors:  Louisiana — O.  J.  Gaude,  Magic, 
Port  Alleji;  Vic  Maurin,  Fox,  Houma;  A.  J. 
Brussard,  Crowley;  Charles  Phillips,  Pal- 
ace, Jonesville;  T.  O.  Ott.  Kentwood;  Mrs. 
Violet  Taylor,  Denham  Springs;  Sam 
Pasqua,  Gonzales;  Mrs.  Gene  Anthony, 
Ponchatoula;  N.  Verrett,  St.  Martinsville; 
Waite  Kerr,  Log  Cabin,  Sulphur;  W.  A. 
Tucker,  Wisner,  Wisner;  Morris  Melz,  Ar- 
cade, Ferriday;  Claude  Darce.  Opera 
House,  Morgan  City;  L.  W.  Watts,  Watts, 
Oil  City;  C.  M.  Butterfield,  New  Iberia; 
Sidney  Haup,  Donaldsonville ; A.  Legnon, 
Weeks,  Weeks;  Vincent  Curran,  AB  Thea- 
tre, Amite. 

Walt  Disney  paused  here  while  en  route 
to  New  York  to  witness  the  opening  of 
“Pantasia.”  Disney  admitted  that  Mickey 
Mouse  has  been  neglected  of  late,  but 
promised  that  he  would  soon  stage  a 
comeback  . . . T.  W.  Bourg  is  erecting  a 
new  house  in  Houma  which  will  seat  400. 
It  will  be  ready  about  November  15  . . . 
A new  face  on  the  Row  is  Max  H.  Brasel- 
ton.  He  is  from  Atlanta  and  the  new 
booker  at  Monogram. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
Slorris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 
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Isley  lo  Build  Up 
Chain  in  Texas 


Dallas — After  a ten-day  visit  in  Chi- 
cago, Phil  R.  Isley  has  returned  here  to 
devote  his  full  time  to  acquiring  or  build- 
ing additional  theatres  in  Texas. 

He  now  operates  the  Plaza  in  Brown- 
wood  and  has  a new  1,000-seat  house  un- 
der construction  on  property  owned  by 
him  in  Palacios.  Both  situations  are  near 
strategic  points  of  national  defense  ac- 
tivity. 

In  Chicago,  Isley  and  his  wife,  who 
accompanied  him,  visited  with  their 
daughter,  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Walker,  and 
their  grandson,  Bobby. 


George  Hoover  in  Charge 
Of  15  in  Greater  Miami 

Miami — George  C.  Hoover  has  been 
named  city  manager  for  Paramount  Enter- 
prises in  Greater  Miami.  Pormerly  in 
charge  of  the  circuit’s  ace  Sheridan,  Miami 
Beach,  Hoover’s  new  appointment  places 
under  his  supervision  15  houses. 


Carl  Kruger  and  Bill  Mick  of  Jam 
Handy,  Detroit,  spent  several  days  here 
conferring  with  John  Mangham  of  Mono- 
gram Southerri  . . . John  Jenkins,  Million 
Dollar  Productions,  is  traveling  Tennessee, 
Mississippi  and  Texas  . . . Mrs.  Katherine 
Johnson,  Universal,  is  convalescing  at 
Georgia  Baptist  Hospital  from  a recent 
operation  . . . Our  deepest  sympathy  is  ex- 
tended to  Miss  Fannie  Groodzinsky  of 
Universal  in  the  loss  of  her  mother  . . . 
Bernice  Howard  is  a new  addition  to  the 
staff  of  Warner  Bros. 

Sam  Berry,  Southland  Theatre  Equip- 
ment Co.,  is  in  St.  Joseph’s  with  double 
pneumonia  . . . Lamar  Hollyfield,  former- 
ly assistant  manager  of  the  Empire  Thea- 
tre, is  now  shipping  clerk  for  Alexander 
Film  Co.  . . . Thomas  Royal,  manager  of 
the  DeKalb,  Decatur,  Ga.,  is  riding  around 
in  a new  Plymouth  . . . Eddie  Golden,  gen- 
eral sales  manager  for  Monogram,  stopped 
over  for  several  days  while  on  his  way  to 
Pittsburgh. 

Reservations  for  the  "Us  on  a Bus’’ 
motorcade  by  Atlanta  Variety  to  the 
Georgia  Tech-Georgia  game  in  Athens, 
November  30,  are  coming  in  in  large  num- 
bers. Make  yours  through  E.  E.  Whitaker, 
Fox  Theatre  Building  . . . Billy  Pratt,  for- 
merly with  Lucas  & Jenkins,  and  his  wife 
have  taken  up  residence  in  Miami. 


][  A m ii[ 


PENNSYLVANIA’S  gift  to  Miami,  at  least 
during  October  and  November,  appears 
to  be  the  former’s  board  of  censors.  Sel- 
dom has  any  angle  of  exploitation  been 
as  effective  a publicity  space  garnerer  as 
the  day-by-day  stories  on  “You  couldn’t 
see  these  pictures  in  Pennsylvania.  Isn’t 
it  great  to  be  in  Miami?’’ 

The  two  pictures  giving  this  publicity 
break  to  Miami  theatremen  are,  of  course, 
“Ramparts  We  Watch’’  and  now,  "World 
in  Flames.’’  Wometco  got  the  first  break, 
but  Paramount  is  now  capitalizing  on  the 
piled  up  material  from  "Ramparts”  as  it 
starts  on  a similar  campaign  for  "World 
in  Flames,”  which  opened  this  week  at 
the  Cinema  on  the  beach  and  the  Olympia 
in  Miami. 

Excavation  work  has  been  started  for 
the  new  theatre  Paramount  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  is  to  build  in  Coral  Gables  . . . 
Old-fashioned  song  slides  are  being  used 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

I02S  SANTA  FE  BLDG.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas.  Texas 


for  community  sings  with  marked  success 
by  three  Wometco  suburban  houses,  the 
Rosetts,  the  Center  and  the  Strand.  At 
the  Grove,  Manager  McKinney  is  going 
the  community  singing  idea  one  better  with 
the  stunt  of  recording  amateur  acts  and 
playing  them  back. 

As  part  of  a statewide  program  being 
inaugurated  by  Sparks  theatres,  the  Flor- 
ida and  Ritz  in  Hollywood  and  the  Florida 
and  Sunset  in  Fort  Lauderdale  are  start- 
ing a series  of  free  morning  matinees  of 
patriotic  features. 

Paul  Robinson,  Sparks  manager  in  Hol- 
lywood, as  past  commander  of  the  Legion 
post  there,  will  have  a major  role  in  the 
Armistice  Day  celebration  at  that  resort 
city. 

If  you  were  one  of  those  who  shared 
with  Miami’s  Boxoffice  correspondent  a 
nostalgic  twinge  over  the  fact  the  hand- 
some long  bar  of  the  French  Casino  went 
into  mothballs  when  that  establishment 
was  transformed  into  the  Cinema  Casino, 
you’ll  be  as  glad  as  MBC  that  the  "dis- 
pensery”  has  been  refurbished  with  an 
iridescent  surface  and  put  back  into  ac- 
tive service. 
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Granted  to  Nov.  30 
To  Submit  Answers 

Oklahoma  City — Charles  E.  Dierker,  at- 
torney for  the  government  in  its  suit 
against  Griffith  Amusement  Co.  and  major 
distributors,  has  agreed  that  the  defend- 
ants be  granted  until  November  30  to  an- 
swer interrogatories  asked  of  them  in  the 
government  anti-monopoly  suit.  The  ex- 
tension of  time  must  be  approved  by  Edgar 
S.  Vaught,  federal  judge  in  charge  of  the 
case. 

Writ  Saves  "Girls  Club" 
Prints  in  Montgomery 

Montgomery,  Ala. — City  officials  of 
Birmingham  have  secured  a temporary 
restraining  order  from  the  Alabama  su- 
preme court  to  prohibit  any  Jefferson 
county  circuit  judge  from  proceeding  with 
a contempt  citation  for  seizing  prints  of 
the  picture,  “French  Girls’  Club.” 

Circuit  Judge  John  Denson  had  ordered 
the  city  commissioners  to  answer  contempt 
proceedings  after  the  city  seized  the  film 
from  the  Galax. 

The  court  set  November  7 to  hear  the 
case  on  its  merits  and  provided  that  cir- 
cuit judges  may  take  no  action  “until  fur- 
ther orders  of  this  court.” 


Ruddle  to  Greeniield 

Greenfield,  Tenn. — Guy  Ruddle,  for- 
merly manager  of  a theatre  at  Covington, 
Ky.,  has  replaced  Fred  Grooms  as  man- 
ager of  the  Palace  here.  Grooms  goes  to 
Hickman,  Ky.,  where  he  will  manage  a 
theatre.  W.  T.  Warmath  is  projector 
operator  at  the  Palace. 


Sottile  Signs  RCA 

Charleston,  S.  C. — The  installation  of 
new  RCA  sound  in  the  1,000-seat  Gloria 
here  completes  the  modernization  of  Al- 
bert Sottile’s  five  theatres  with  this  equip- 
ment. 


Projectionist  to  DeRidder,  La. 

De  Ridder,  La. — Howard  Berry,  formerly 
projectionist  for  Southern  Amusement  Co. 
at  Winnfield,  La.,  is  the  new  assistant 
projectionist  for  William  Jenkins  of  the 
Realart  Theatre  here. 


Ethel  Lobdell  Convalescing 

Rosedale,  Miss. — Ethel  Lobdell,  owner 
of  the  Talisman  and  Rosedale,  has  been 
confined  to  her  home  due  to  illness  for 
the  past  ten  days,  but  is  now  much  im- 
proved. 

0 ■ - - ■ 

Jackpot  Attached 
For  Alimony 

Chattanoogo,  Tenn. — Clarence  Marrow 
won  a $650  jackpot  at  the  Ritz  Theatre 
in  Rossville  but  may  not  be  allowed  to 
enjoy  it.  It  seems  that  he  is  behind  in 
his  alimony  payments  and  that  his  ex- 
wife  is  entirely  within  her  rights  in  ob- 
taining a court  attachment  against  the 
prize. 


LESTER  GIBBS,  booker  for  Griffith 
Amusement,  is  taking  a week’s  vaca- 
tion fishing  at  the  Grand  River  Dam  near 
Vinita  . . . John  T.  White,  treasurer  of 
Alexander  Film  Co.,  visited  C.  B.  “Brow- 
nie” Akers,  in  his  office  here  Monday, 
October  28,  all  day  and  Akers  received 
word  of  White’s  death  the  following  day 
at  his  home  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 
. . . Pauline  Huff  is  a new  stenographer  in 
the  Griffith  home  office  here.  She  came 
here  from  the  Lubbock,  Tex.  office. 

L.  C.  Griffith,  presideiit  of  Griffith 
Amusement,  and  Horace  R.  Falls,  general 
manager,  have  returned  from  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  where  they  attended  the  12th  annual 
banquet  of  the  Pittsburgh  Variety  Club  . . . 
Wilma  Bell,  in  charge  of  social  security 
records  at  the  Griffith  home  office,  was 
married  to  Nathan  Stufflebean,  Pauls  Val- 
ley, on  October  10  . . . Jimmie  Ruth  Brazil 
is  new  PBX  operator  at  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Company,  succeeding  Laura  Jo 
Berry,  who  has  been  promoted  to  secre- 
tary to  W.  H.  Schroeder,  assistant  comp- 
troller and  office  manager. 

The  Dixie,  K.  Lee  Williams  Theatre  at 
Ashdown,  Ark.,  had  a booth  fire  destroy- 
ing all  equipment  within  the  booth  on 
October  25.  The  fire  was  confined  to  the 
booth  and  did  no  other  damage.  The 
house  will  be  closed  temporarily  until  the 
equipment  can  be  replaced  ...  E.  L.  Wal- 
ker, roadshow  salesman  for  K.  Lee  Wil- 
liams Roadshow  Attractions,  Inc.,  has  re- 
turned to  work  after  being  seriously  ill 
with  a gall  bladder  ailment  . . . A.  M. 
Berwald,  traveling  auditor  for  Paramount, 
after  a six  weeks’  stay  here  left  last  week 
with  his  wife  for  a vacation  in  the  western 
part  of  the  country.  Bonnie  Spear,  for- 
merly employed  in  the  Paramount  ex- 
change here  several  years  ago,  is  now  Mrs. 
Berwald. 

Dick  Dyer,  liaison  man  for  Standard 
Theatres  Corp.  and  Filmrow,  has  received 
a postcard  from  Lieutenant  Earl  Barrett 
who  is  taking  military  training  at  Alam- 
gorda,  N.  M.,  as  a reserve  officer  in  which 
he  says  “he  is  enjoying  the  camp  there.” 
Lieutenant  Barrett  is  owner  and  operator 
of  Arcadia  at  Maud,  Okla.  . . . Chester 
Blakely,  salesman  for  the  RKO  Radio  ex- 
change here,  has  traded  the  old  jalopy  for 
a new  Buick. 

Buddy  Gray,  Dallas  RKO  exploiteer,  was 
in  town  this  week  working  on  a campaign 
for  “Too  Many  Girls,”  booked  for  the 
State  Theatre  . . . Julius  Krisch,  Standard 
Theatres  booker,  is  vacationing  in  New 
Orleans  . . . Charley  Rook,  formerly  Okla- 
homa exhibitor  at  Watonga,  has  sent  many 
invitations  to  Filmrowites  to  attend  the 
grand  ojiening  of  the  Charles  Theatre, 
November  4,  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  where 
he  has  just  completed  a new  1,000-seat 
house. 

When  asked  for  news  this  week  Walter 
Dolan,  Warner  office  manager,  said  he 
would  like  to  go  duck  hunting  but  can’t 
find  the  time  . . . Louis  Barton,  who  is 
building  a new  house  here,  was  in  town. 
He  says  the  local  building  inspector  said 
that  the  foundation  he  is  laying  for  his 
150-seat  theatre  here  is  the  best  construct- 
ed he  had  seen  for  a long  time  and  told 
Barton  he  could  put  four  stories  on  the 
foundation  and  he  would  O.  K.  it. 

Charley  Mahone,  operator  of  the  Okla- 
homan at  Hobart,  was  in  town  and  pur- 
chased a generator  from  the  Oklahoma 
Theatre  Supply  Co.  . . . Bert  Stern,  Cri- 
terion manager,  observed  quoting  exact 
price  of  admission  to  patrons  in  line  at 


the  boxoffice  in  cents  and  mills  to  speed 
the  work  of  the  cashier  during  shopper’s 
matinee  rush. 

Filmrow  exchange  windows  were  nearly 
all  prepared  for  the  annual  Hallowe’en 
soaping  October  31  with  a nice  cloudy  coat 
of  coal  oil  to  make  the  soap  slip  and  slide 
on  the  glass  . . . John  Gray  has  acquired  a 
lot  on  Boston  and  North  Cincinnati  streets 
in  Tulsa  and  has  plans  to  build  a theatre 
on  the  site  . . . L.  E.  Brewer,  Pauls  Valley, 
exhibitor,  was  in  town  recently  and  pur- 
chased mechanisms,  lamps  and  a gene- 
rator. 

This  past  week’s  quota  of  visitors  in- 
cluded Miss  Ida  Hanes,  Cortez,  Wanette; 
Hi  Bender,  Melba,  Cleveland;  Walter  Mar- 
tin, Ritz,  Oilton;  Cecil  Davis,  Coronado, 
Putman  City;  Bob  Walker,  Nusho,  Broken 
Arrow;  Chester  Fleming,  Nowata;  Leonard 
White,  Bungalow,  Weatherford;  George 
Payne,  Rex,  Stratford;  W.  E.  Crist,  booker 
for  the  United  States  Army  Motion  Pic- 
ture Service,  Dallas,  Tex.,  who  was  book- 
ing shows  to  be  shown  at  army  posts  at 
Fort  Sill  and  Fort  El  Reno,  Okla.;  Waite 
Kerr,  Platte,  Sulphur. 

And  C.  L.  Lance,  Vogue,  Skellytown, 
Tex.,  making  his  monthly  visit;  W.  E.  Bar- 
ringer, Broadway,  Geary;  L.  H.  Goerke, 
Grand,  Canton;  W.  A.  LaBarth.  New  Thea- 
tre, Pond  Creek;  George  Graff,  Ritz, 
Crescent;  L.  E.  Brewer,  Royal,  Pauls  Val- 
ley; Leonard  Jones,  Ritz,  Lawton;  Homer 
Jones,  Ritz,  Alva;  Jack  C organ  of  Corgan 
& Moore,  Dallas,  theatre  architects,  was  in 
town  with  blue  prints  for  remodeling  of 
the  Blue  Moon  here,  which  .calls  for  the 
addition  of  200  more  seats  to  make  a total 
of  500. 


ARE  YOUR  PICTURES 
BETTER 

THAN  YOUR  POPCORN? 

Why  Not  Buy  This  "Roadshow" 
Quality  Corn  Every  Week 
for  the  Same  Low  Price? 

SUPERB 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  CORN 


and 


FLAV-O-NUT  SEASONING 


RUBE  MELCHER 

POPPERS  SUPPLY  CO. 
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L H.  ANDREWS,  office  manager  for 
Malco  Theatres,  Inc.,  is  off  on  a be- 
lated vacation  in  Hot  Springs,  Ark.  Mrs. 
Andrews  accompanied  him. 

Exhibitors  seen  on  the  Row:  Bob  Mar- 
tin, Bells,  Bells,  Venn;  C.  W.  Tipton,  New, 
Manila.  Ark.;  Clayborn  Tipton,  New,  Mo- 
nette.  Ark.;  W.  A.  Rush,  Houston,  Hous- 
ton, Miss.;  S.  T.  “Doc"  Lyles,  Ritz,  Ox- 
ford, Miss.;  W.  E.  Malm,  Lura.  Augusta, 
Ark.;  W.  F.  Ruffin,  Ruffin  Amusement  Co., 
Covington,  Tenn.;  W.  O.  Taylor,  Uptown, 
Dresden,  Tenn.;  G.  H.  Goff,  Rustic,  Par- 
sons, Tenn.;  Norman  Fair,  Fair,  Somer- 
ville, Tenn.;  Miss  Louise  Mask.  Luez,  Boli- 
var, Tenn.;  H.  N.  Hammer,  Town,  Collier- 
ville, Tenn.;  K.  H.  Caver,  Von,  Boone- 
ville.  Miss.;  O.  F.  Collins,  Capitol,  Para- 
gould.  Ark.;  Charles  Collier,  Globe,  Shaiv, 
Miss.;  Jack  Watson,  Palace,  Tunica,  Miss.; 
George  Hale,  Globe,  Drew,  Miss.;  B.  M. 
Jackson.  Delta.  Ruleville,  Miss.;  Gordon 
Lee  Hutchins.  State,  Corning.  Ark.;  Burris 
and  Henley  Smith,  Imperial,  Pocahontas, 
Ark. 

The  first  two  boys  in  the  Memphis 
territory  to  sign  up  with  Uncle  Sam  were 
Joe  Jones,  who  has  managed  the  Ritz  at 
Aberdeen,  Miss.,  since  its  opening,  who  re- 
signed to  go  with  the  air  corps,  and  Ed 
Sneed,  who  formerly  was  booker  for  Para- 
mount and  Monogram,  and  was  at  the 
present  on  the  staff  of  the  Rosemary  The- 
atre in  Memphis,  who  now  is  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Army. 

Jimmy  Rogers,  Columbia's  branch  man- 
ager, together  with  Herb  Kohn  and  Tommy 
Haynes,  salesman;  and  Herman  Chrisman, 
office  manager,  are  back  at  their  desk  af- 
ter a district  meeting  in  Atlanta  . . . C. 
M.  Moore,  who  operates  the  theatre  in  the 


Collierville  High  School  at  Collierville, 
Tenn.,  was  on  the  Row  booking.  This  was 
Moore’s  first  trip  in  several  weeks  . . 
An  infrequent  Filrnrow  visitor  was  M.  B. 
Hasty  of  the  Joy  at  Dardanelle,  Ark.,  who 
spent  a couple  of  days  booking. 

C.  C.  Stringfield  of  the  Pastime  at  Dan- 
ville, Ark.,  has  installed  new  projection 
equipment  and  a new  screen  ...  Ed  Doh- 
erty, RKO’s  office  manager,  who  has  been 
in  the  hospital  for  the  past  two  weeks,  is 
now  convalescing  at  his  home.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  return  to  the  office  within  the 
next  week. 

Whyte  Bedford,  who  operates  theatres 
in  Hamilton  and  Brilliant,  Ala.,  spent  a 
couple  of  days  booking  . . . M.  A.  Light- 
man  jr.,  manager  of  the  Malco,  Memphis, 
is  driving  a brand  new  Buick  . . . Mrs. 
Leila  Flippin’s  Grand  at  Cardwell,  Mo., 
will  be  closed  for  a couple  of  days  to  per- 
mit installation  of  new  chairs. 

Bob  Conway,  branch  manager  of  Na- 
tional Screen  and  Associated  Advertising, 
has  announced  the  following  changes  in 
his  personnel:  C.  H.  Williams  has  been 
promoted  to  head  shipper  of  A A,  replacing 
Tate  Baker,  who  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  with  Columbia  Pictures.  Robert 
Rimer  moves  up  to  Williams’  place  and 
Robert  Coleman  has  been  added;  at  NSS 
James  Andre  has  replaced  his  brother, 
Dan,  who  resigned. 

M.  B.  Lewis,  who  operates  a circuit  of 
small  theatres  in  the  vicinity  of  Brag- 
godocio.  Mo.,  spent  several  days  on  the 
Row  getting  product  lined  up.  This  is  his 
first  booking  trip  in  many  months  . . . 
R.  H.  Collins  of  the  Country  Show  at  Ma- 
ben.  Miss.,  was  a recent  visitor. 


Resort  Theatre  — 

A view  of  the  Tryon  in  Tryon,  N.  C., 
a mountain  resort.  When  the  old  Try- 
071  burned,  C.  W.  Nessmith  and  asso- 
ciates determmed  to  erect  a new 
house  that  would  bring  to  this  re- 
mote resort  a theatre  citizens  would 
boast  of.  They  succeeded  beyond  their 
expectations,  apparently,  for  patron- 
age is  excellent. 


Charles  T.  Rook  Opens 
House  in  Montgomery 

Montgomery,  Ala. — The  Charles,  a 
1,000-seat  house  which  will  show  both  first 
and  subsequent  run  films,  opened  here  on 
Monday.  Charles  T.  Rook  is  owner  and 
manager,  and  Robert  Rogers  is  his  as- 
sistant. Frank  C.  Smith  jr.  is  general 
utility  man. 


ANY  NEWS  TODAY? 

Plannmg  a new  theatre?  Remodeling?  Being  promoted?  Getting  married?  Got  a new  baby  (infant)?  Buy- 
ing new  equipment?  Been  elected  mayor?  Son  or  daughter  graduating?  Proud  of  a new  exploitation  stunt? 
Hired  a new  staff  member?  Solved  a knotty  problem? 

Then  Tell  It  To  BOXOFFICE 

BOXOFnCE. 

4804  E.  Ninth  St., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


NAME 


THEATRE 
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Nine  Direclors  Are 
Re-Elecled  by  IT  A 

Toronto^ — Nine  directors  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Theatres  Ass’n  of  Ontario  have  been 
re-elected  for  the  1940-41  term  and  one 
new  director  has  been  chosen  to  replace 
Harold  Kay,  proprietor  of  the  Toronto  Pox, 
who  declined  renomination  for  another 
year.  The  new  board  member  is  P.  C. 
Brown,  representing  20th  Century  Thea- 
tres, Ltd. 

Those  re-elected:  Harry  Alexander,  pres- 
ident for  the  past  year;  N.  A.  Taylor,  who 
has  been  vice-president;  Meyer  Axler,  Tom 
Walton,  Past  President  Hy  Preedman,  Past 
President  Harry  Pirestone,  George  Lester, 
Ben  Ulster  and  Sam  Ulster.  The  directors 
are  having  a meeting  at  which  officers 
for  the  year  will  be  selected  and  when 
further  consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
appointment  of  representatives  to  the  new 
Clearance  Board. 

Harry  Alexander,  proprietor  of  the  Lans- 
downe,  Toronto,  has  been  appointed  on  the 
Clearance  Board  as  the  representative  of 
the  Independent  Theatres  Ass’n  of  On- 
tario, but  a problem  has  developed  in  con- 
nection with  the  naming  of  an  exhibitor 
to  represent  the  Canadian  West. 

H.  Pi-eedman,  owner  of  the  Circle,  To- 
ronto, is  the  choice  of  Allied  Exhibitors 
of  Nova  Scotia,  according  to  word  from 
A.  J.  Mason  of  Springhill,  N.  S.,  president 
of  the  association  in  that  province,  but 
the  reservation  has  been  made  that  no 
important  decision  be  made  until  the  N.  S. 
Allied  has  been  consulted.  New  Bruns- 
wick exhibitors  have  not  yet  confirmed  the 
selection  of  Preedman  as  the  representa- 
tive for  the  Maritimes,  it  is  imderstood. 

The  western  mixup  has  developed  in  the 
naming  of  two  different  Ontario  exhibi- 
tors as  the  holder  of  the  vote  for  western 
Canada  in  the  deliberations  of  the  National 
Clearance  Board.  The  independents  of 
British  Columbia  have  nominated  Pred 
Guest  of  Hamilton,  Ont.,  who  also  has  a 
theatre  in  Vancouver,  B.  C.,  but  the  in- 
dependent exhibitors  of  Manitoba  have 
named  N.  A.  Taylor  of  Toronto  as  the  rep- 
resentative for  the  west.  The  difficulty  is 
that  the  independents  will  have  three 
places  on  the  National  Clearance  Board 
and  only  one  of  these  will  speak  for  the 
western  provinces,  the  other  two  repre- 
senting Ontario  and  the  Maritime  Prov- 
inces respectively.  The  circuit  interests 
nominated  their  three  some  weeks  ago,  these 
being  T.  J.  Bragg,  Ben  Geldsaler  and  M. 
Stein,  all  of  Pamous  Players  head  office 
in  Toronto.  The  organization  of  the  board 
now  awaits  the  independents. 


Change  "Knute  Rockne" 
Title  in  Dominion 

Toronto — Warner  has  changed  the  title 
of  its  current  release  based  on  the  life  of 
Knute  Rockne  for  distribution  in  Canada 
from  “Knute  Rockne — All  American”  to 
“Knute  Rockne — Maker  of  Men.”  It  was 
felt  the  latter  would  be  more  appropriate 
for  Canadian  audiences. 


Doughty  Buys  Building 

Lethbridge,  Alta. — C.  P.  Doughty,  man- 
ager of  the  Lealta  Theatre  in  North  Leth- 
bridge, has  acquired  a building,  hitherto 
housing  a bank,  which  he  is  understood 
planning  to  remodel  into  a theatre. 
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]A11  Theatres  in  New  London 
Unite  for  Mutual  Benefit 


(( 

Take  It  Expenses 
Shared  by  Warner 

Toronto — Warner  exchanges  in  Canada 
are  bearing  the  lull  cost  of  distribution 
and  advertising  of  the  special  war  short, 
"London  Can  Take  It,"  throughout  Cana- 
ada  in  cooperation  with  the  British  Min- 
istry oi  Information.  The  iilm  deals  with 
the  manner  in  which  Londoners  ate 
standing  up  to  the  Nazi  blitzkrieg  and 
has  plenty  of  human  interest. 

VS  J 

Picture  Pioneers 
Outline  Program 


Toronto  — The  program  for  the  first 
annual  general  meeting  of  the  Canadian 
Picture  Pioneers,  to  be  held  November  13 
in  the  Royal  York  Hotel,  includes  the  pre- 
sentation of  reports  on  the  achievements 
of  the  association  since  its  official  inaug- 
uration last  spring,  enrollment  of  40  new 
members,  the  recording  of  information  re- 
garding the  establishment  of  regional 
branches,  discussion  of  plans  for  the  com- 
ing year  and  the  holding  of  the  annual 
banquet  which  will  be  featured  by  an- 
other sparkling  floor  show.  There  will  also 
be  a place  in  the  program  for  speeches  by 
President  Jack  Cohn  and  other  officers 
of  the  American  Pioneers  who  are  expect- 
ed as  special  guests  from  New  York.  Presi- 
dent Clair  Hague  will  be  in  the  chair. 

Although  the  Toronto  Humane  Society 
had  threatened  to  interfere  with  the  hold- 
ing of  the  next  project,  the  Patriotic  Rodeo 
featuring  Gene  Autry  on  the  three  follow- 
ing days  of  November  14  to  16  in  the  To- 
ronto Coliseum  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Canadian  Motion  Picture  War  Services 
Committee  of  the  Pioneers,  the  big  show 
will  be  presented  in  aid  of  the  bombing 
victims  in  Great  Britain.  Theatres 
throughout  Ontario  have  been  used  as  sell- 
ing agencies  for  rodeo  tickets. 

In  a gigantic  cooperative  stunt,  no  less 
than  70  theatres  of  Toronto,  both  circuit 
and  independent  houses,  joined  in  special 
advertising  for  the  Saturday  matinee,  No- 
vember 2,  which  consisted  of  an  invita- 
tion to  all  juveniles  to  attend  the  after- 
noon performance  to  learn  how  they  might 
meet  Gene  Autry  at  the  rodeo,  be  a guest 
in  his  private  box  and  receive  his  person- 
ally signed  photograph.  Details  of  the  con- 
test were  distributed  to  the  throngs  at 
each  of  the  70  theatres,  many  of  which, 
incidentally,  featured  an  Autry  Western 
on  the  screen  for  the  past  weekend.  It  was 
a business-getting  stunt  in  a most  attrac- 
tive form. 

Prime  Minister  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King 
of  the  Dominion  government  has  extended 
official  commendation  to  the  Canadian 
Motion  Picture  War  Service  Committee, 
headed  by  N.  L.  Nathanson,  for  its  co- 
operative assistance  in  the  Win-the-War 
Campaign,  War  Loan  sales.  Red  Cross  ap- 
peal and  the  running  of  government  films 
and  trailers.  In  an  official  communica- 


London,  Ont. — All  theatres  here  have 
united  in  the  organization  of  a London 
Theatre  Managers  Ass’n  for  mutual  bene- 
fit, and  the  success  already  achieved  is 
expected  to  lead  to  the  formation  of  simi- 
lar bodies  in  various  other  cities,  with 
independents  joining  chain  managers  to 
take  care  of  local  problems. 

W.  K.  Trudell,  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
has  been  elected  chairman  of  the  associ- 
ation while  Jack  Whitehouse,  manager  of 
the  Centre,  an  independent  house,  is  sec- 
retary. The  first  step  was  consideration 
of  a plan  to  take  care  of  the  many  char- 
ity appeals  from  patriotic  and  welfare 
sources  and  these  are  now  being  handled 
through  the  central  body,  with  worthy 
causes  receiving  preferred  attention.  This 
system  prevents  the  playing  of  one  thea- 
tre against  another  for  the  securing  of 
cooperation. 

Advertising  and  publicity  details  also 
have  been  studied.  Cooperation  has  been 
secured  from  the  London  Free  Press  in 
the  securing  of  a daily  moving  picture 
section  with  the  transfer  of  display  ad- 
vertising from  the  classified  and  obituary 
section.  Previously,  the  newspaper  had 
published  a theatre  section  only  on  Sat- 
urdays, with  reviews  scattered  through  the 
paper  on  other  days  of  the  week. 

Eight  theatres  have  joined  the  associ- 
ation and  following  its  inauguration  all 
managers  appeared  in  the  news  columns 
of  the  Free  Press  in  a group  picture.  Three 
of  the  eight  houses  are  independent.  The 
whole  list  comprises:  Loew’s,  Capitol,  Pa- 
tricia, Palace  and  Grand,  the  circuit  houses, 
and  the  Centre,  Elmwood  and  Rex. 


$23,000  to  Red  Cross 
From  Toronto  Trade 

Toronto — Pinal  returns  from  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  in  Toronto  alone  in 
the  financial  campaign  for  the  Red  Cross 
Society  show  that  the  exchanges  and  thea- 
tres of  the  city  contributed  in  excess  of 
$23,000  to  the  fund,  according  to  formal 
announcement  by  E.  H.  Wells,  national  sec- 
retary of  the  Film  Boards  of  Trade.  This 
was  raised  through  the  joint  efforts  of 
special  theatre  and  film  exchange  commit- 
tees working  under  the  Canadian  Motion 
Picture  War  Service  Committee,  sponsored 
by  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers,  N.  L. 
Nathanson  being  chairman  of  the  war  com- 
mittee. The  cash  has  been  turned  over  to 
the  Society  of  which  Col.  John  A.  Cooper 
is  the  Ontario  president. 


Building  in  Abeyance 

Port  Arthur,  Ont. — Temporary  aban- 
donment of  the  plan  to  construct  a new 
theatre  here  was  acknowledged  by  N.  L. 
Nathanson,  president  of  Pamous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  who  was  a visitor  en 
route  west  on  an  inspection  trip. 


tion,  Premier  King  described  the  work  as 
“an  impressive  contribution  to  our  na- 
tional war  effort”  and  added:  “I  would 
like  to  express  to  the  association  my  deep 
appreciation  of  the  valuable  service  so 
willingly  rendered.” 
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gASIL  RATHBONE  has  applied  for  en- 
listment as  a non-commissioned  air- 
man in  the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force  at 
Toronto  where  his  son,  Basil  Rathbone  jr., 
enlisted  about  one  month  ago.  The  screen 
star  served  as  a signaler  with  the  Imperial 
Army  in  the  First  Great  War  . . . Clar- 
ence Robson,  original  employe  with  Presi- 
dent N.  L.  Nathanson  in  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  has  entirely  recovered 
from  his  long  illness  and  has  been  back 
at  his  duties  as  eastern  division  super- 
visor every  day  recently  . . . District  Man- 
ager Jack  Arthur  has  appointed  Bob  Mar- 
tin of  the  Capitol,  London,  as  manager  of 
the  Columbia,  St.  Thomas,  which  was  re- 
opened recently  as  the  third  theatre  in  that 
city  because  of  the  operation  locally  of  a 
large  air  training  camp.  Mel  Jolly,  usher, 
has  been  promoted  to  be  assistant  mana- 
ger at  the  London  Capitol. 

Two  theatre  managers  at  Ottawa  have 
been  publicly  commended  by  the  civic  gov- 
ernment, in  a formal  resolution  by  Aid. 
George  Perley,  for  having  brought  pub- 
licity to  the  Canadian  capital  through  the 
bringing  of  screen  stars  to  their  respec- 
tive cinemas.  One  is  Lloyd  Mills  of  the 
Elgin,  who  sponsored  the  appearance  of 
Joan  Bennett  with  her  husband,  Walter 
Wanger,  and  the  other  is  Ray  Tubman  of 
the  Capitol,  who  featured  the  personal 
appearance  of  Madeleine  Carroll.  The  lat- 
ter was  entertained  at  a private  luncheon 
by  Air  Marshal  W.  A.  Bishop,  Canada’s 
air  ace  of  the  last  war.  Premier  Macken- 
zie King  and  other  government  represen- 
tatives. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tubman  enter- 
tained Miss  Carroll  at  a reception  in  the 
Chateau  Laurier  during  her  stay. 

Harry  Lester,  proprietor  of  the  Bonita, 
turned  over  $22  to  the  Toronto  Telegram’s 
British  War  Victims  Fund  as  the  gross 
proceeds  from  a Sunday  evening  concert 
for  which  he  donated  everything.  The  take 
was  relatively  small  because  too  many  juv- 
niles  got  in — but  three  more  charity  shows 


are  going  to  be  staged  by  Lester  . . . 
Thomas  Kondert,  owner  of  the  Regent  at 
New  Hamburg,  Ont.,  has  announced  his 
retirement  from  the  business  because  of 
ill  health  . . . Gwen  Hague,  talented  daugh- 
ter of  Clair  Hague,  president  of  the  Ca- 
nadian Picture  Pioneers,  is  now  in  New 
York  where  she  will  spend  the  winter  in 
the  study  of  singing  under  a scholarship 
she  won  at  the  Canadian  championship 
musical  festival  at  the  Toronto  Exhibition, 

The  wife  of  George  Lester,  prominent 
Toronto  exhibitor,  has  undergone  a seri- 
ous operation  and  her  coridition  was  the 
cause  of  much  concern.  Lester  has  been 
the  proprietor  of  the  King  for  many  years 
. . . Fred  Graham  recently  celebrated  his 
Ibth  anniversary  as  the  proprietor  of  the 
Reenville  at  Walkerton  in  western  On- 
tario. 

During  her  flymg  trip  to  Toronto,  Made- 
leine Carroll,  making  her  personal  appear- 
ance with  “North  West  Mounted  Police” 
at  the  Uptown,  purchased  a block  of  tick- 
ets for  the  Picture  Pioneers’  patriotic 
rodeo  at  the  Colisum,  opening  November 
14,  from  H.  C.  D.  Main,  general  supervisor 
of  Hanson  Theatres  Corp.,  Ltd.  The  tick- 
ets have  been  donated  to  the  inmates  of 
the  Home  for  Incurable  Children  who  will 
be  transported  to  the  show  in  special  ve- 
hicles. Incidentally,  Jack  Hunter,  On- 
tario manager  of  Paramount  Film  Service, 
Ltd.,  was  a member  of  the  select  party 
which  flew  from  Toronto  to  Detroit  to 
meet  Miss  Carroll.  M.  A.  Milligan,  gen- 
eral manager  for  Canada,  traveled  with 
Miss  Carroll  from  Toronto  to  Ottawa. 

Fifi  the  Clown  is  now  Airmail  Richard 
O’Mahony  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Air 
Force.  Fifi,  who  would  turn  up  at  almost 
every  special  midnight  show,  benefit  per- 
formance, six-day  bike  race  or  street  stunt 
to  do  his  clowning  for  a grubstake,  has 
given  up  his  somewhat  precarious  career 
for  the  more  serious  job  of  soldiering. 


“The  Union  Jack  FOR  EVER 
—The  Swastika  NEVER'' 


There'll  Always  Be  An 

ENGLAND 


CANADIANS 

will  always  keep 

^^THUMBS  UP''  too 


IF  THEY  SEE— 


THUR.  • FRI. . SAT. 

October  Z4«  ZS.  Z6 


Ideal  Picture  For  Children" 


A Case  of  Keeping  Pace — 

Above  are  etched  the  two  sides  of  a sticker  that  found  a ready  welcome  in 
store  windows  and  on  motorists  windshields.  Six  thousand  of  the  stickers, 
printed  in  red  and  blue  on  white,  were  distributed  by  A.  Easson,  manager 
of  the  F-P  Oakwood  in  Toronto. 


Light  on  Scheme  for 
Projector  Service 


London,  Eng. — First  details  of  plans  by 
the  Ministry  of  Information’s  film  division 
to  launch  a national  I6mm  projector  ser- 
vice are  revealed  in  the  13th  repwrt  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  National  Expenditure. 
The  report  is  issued  by  a sub-committee 
on  Home  Defense  Services,  which  strongly 
criticize  the  general  policy  of  the  film 
division. 

“The  national  non-theatrical  plan,”  as  it 
is  described  in  the  report,  is  an  ambitious 
extension  of  such  peacetime  non-theatrical 
schemes  as  that  run  by  the  gas  industry. 
No  mention  is  made  as  to  whether  this 
network  of  screens,  with  its  potential 
1,000,000-a-week  audience,  will  be  avail- 
able to  national  advertisers,  nor  what  is 
to  happen  to  it  after  the  war. 

The  16-page  report  reveals  other  inter- 
esting facts.  Most  important  are  the  first 
published  details  of  a plan  for  a national 
16mm  projector  service.  The  report  says: 

“The  Ministry  of  Information  proposes 
to  inaugurate  a scheme  of  non -theatrical 
display.  This  scheme  is  in  four  parts: 

“1.  A rural  scheme  for  65  projectors  and 
cars  hired  by  the  Ministry  and  to  be  oper- 
ated for  26  weeks. 

“2.  An  urban  scheme  for  50  projectors 
and  cars  bought  by  the  Ministry  and  to  be 
operated  for  48  weeks. 

“3.  A loan  scheme  of  100  projectors 
bought  by  the  Ministry  and  to  be  lent  half 
to  public  libraries,  half  to  various  national 
organizations. 

“4.  A scheme  for  the  hire  of  cinemas 
outside  the  normal  times  of  exhibition 
over  a period  of  32  weeks.” 

The  total  cost  of  the  scheme  for  the 
periods  indicated  will  be  £172,000.  The 
films  shown  will  be  instructional  and  ex- 
planatory. They  will  include  films  with  a 
special  war-time  significance,  such  as  films 
on  cooking  and  salvage,  and  others  of  a 
more  general  character  showing  the  con- 
tributions of  the  Empire  to  the  war  effort. 


Famous  Players  Operate 
Grand  at  London,  OnU 

Toronto — The  Grand  at  London,  Ont., 
which  operated  spasmodically  for  several 
years,  has  been  renovated  by  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.  and  is  playing  stage 
and  screen  attractions  regularly  under  the 
management  of  W.  K.  Ti’udell  who  is  also 
the  manager  of  the  London  Capitol. 

Plans  have  also  been  laid  for  the  mod- 
ernizing of  the  Imperial,  a Famous  Play- 
ers house  at  Sarnia  which  is  busy  with  its 
oil  industries. 


John  Nelson  Featured  in 
An  Article  in  "Dial" 

North  Bay,  Ont. — Featured  in  an  ar- 
ticle in  a recent  issue  of  Dial,  Canadian 
radio  publication,  was  John  H.  Nelson,  in 
which  the  manager  of  the  Capitol  here 
was  described  as  a “veteran  in  the  pic- 
ture business”  who  “knows  the  public  taste” 
and  “gives  big-time  flickers  a build-up 
that  would  warm  the  heart  of  Goldwyn.” 

A native  of  North  Bay,  Nelson  is  the 
father  of  Herb  Nelson,  who  is  manager  of 
a theatre  in  Timmins. 
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Consent  Decree  Will  Have  No 
Bearing  on  Trade  in  Canada 


QNE  of  the  consequences  of  the  removal 
^ of  Empire-Universal  and  Regal  Films 
from  Filmrow  to  downtown  Montreal,  is 
that  some  of  the  lazier  out-of-town  ex- 
hibitors save  mileage  by  calling  in  at  the 
Craig  Street  offices  and  phoning,  instead 
of  visiting,  Filmrow.  They  are  reminded 
that  Filmrow  likes  to  see  them  as  well  as 
hear  from  them  . . . Albert  Bey  of  the 
Cinema,  Thetford  Mines,  who  was  a pa- 
tient at  the  “Royal  Vic,”  has  recovered 
and  paid  a call  at  Filmrow  to  express  his 
acknowledgments  for  the  many  kindly  in- 
quiries made  after  him  . . . Mel  Lodge  of 
Danville,  Georges  Champagne  of  Shawini- 
gan  Falls,  and  T.  Trow  of  Three  Rivers, 
made  their  usual  weekly  round  of  the  Film- 
row  offices  . . . A.  J.  Jeffery,  province  of 
Quebec  manager  for  United  Ai'tists,  is 
proud  to  be  the  means  of  bringing  Charlie 
Chaplin’s  latest  picture,  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator,” which  is  now  packing  the  Orpheum 
. . . Haskell  Masters,  general  manager  for 
Canada  of  United  Artists,  was  a recent 
visitor  to  the  Montreal  office. 

France  Film  executives  turned  out  in  full 
force  to  welcome  the  famous  Parisian  film 
star,  Victor  Francen,  two  of  whose  pic- 
tures are  being  shown  at  the  St.  Denis. 
Among  those  who  greeted  him  were  Arthur 
Vallee,  president  of  France  Film;  Alban 
Janin,  vice-president;  J.  A.  DeSeve,  man- 
aging director,  and  Pierre  Charton,  direc- 
tor . . . Latest  production  of  the  National 
Film  Board,  titled  ‘‘On  Guard  for  Thee,” 
named  after  a line  in  Canada's  national 
anthem,  is  being  taken  to  the  West  Indies 
by  H.  C.  Collier  of  Montreal,  secretary  of 
the  West  Indies  League,  who  will  lecture 
to  public  bodies  there  on  Canada’s  war 
effort,  of  which  the  film  gives  an  up-to- 
the-minute  picture. 

British  film  producers  have  been  ad- 
vised by  the  British  Board  of  Trade  that 
they  should  carry  on  with  film  making 
during  the  blitzkrieg,  and  to  enable  them 
to  do  so,  the  Board  has  provided  a war 
risk  insurance  against  air  raid  damage. 
As  a result  the  British  film  producers  are 
employing  “roof  spotters,”  and  are  con- 
tinuing work  until  notified  by  their  spot- 
ters that  there  is  immediate  danger.  Seven 
British  film  companies  recently  announced 
seven  new  pictures  costing  approximately 
$15,000,000. 

“London  Can  Take  It,’’’  British  film 
which  New  York  is  now  seeing,  was  being 
played  at  a London  theatre  when  a Cana- 
dian reporter  who  had  been  enjoying  it 
emerged  to  find  the  neighborhood  being 
bombed  severely.  He  felt  that  it  was  an 
appropriate,  but  rather  terrifying,  com- 
mentary on  the  film  . . . Montreal  theatre 
managers  who  expressed  their  gratification 
over  the  banning  of  Bingo  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  of  the  Canadian 
metropolis,  may  have  spoken  too  soon.  It 
now  transpires  that,  to  evade  the  ecclesi- 
astical prohibition.  Bingo  promoters  are 
giving  away  merchandise  orders  instead 
of  cash.  In  one  instance  the  value  of  the 
prizes  reached  $100,  with  four  prizes  of 
that  value  given  away  in  one  evening. 

United  Irish  Societies  of  Montreal  will 
sponsor  another  Irish  film,  “Rose  of  Tra- 
lee,” but  theatre  and  time  of  the  presen- 
tation have  not  been  decided  . . . Vaughan 
Williams,  dean  of  British  composers,  will 
provide  the  musical  scoring  for  “The  49th 
Parallel,”  now  being  made  in  Canada.  The 
film  chronicles  the  adventures  of  six  Nazis 
who  land  in  the  Canadian  Arctic  and  travel 
down  through  the  Dominion,  coming  in 
contact  with  Canadian  democracy.  Lead- 


By  MILTON  GALBRAITH 

Toronto — The  consent  decree  of  five 
major  producer-distributor  companies  in 
the  United  States  for  the  revision  of  blind 
selling  and  block  booking  methods,  as  an- 
nounced by  the  U.  S.  department  of  jus- 
tice at  Washington,  will  have  no  effect 
nor  bearing  on  the  film  industry  in  Can- 
ada, it  is  learned  from  a reliable  source 
m Toronto. 

A number  of  Canadian  film  distributing 
companies  are  direct  affiliations  of  parent 
companies  in  the  States  but  the  business 
operations  in  the  Dominion  are  entirely 
separate.  Moreover,  Canadian  statutes  are 
entirely  separate  while  the  outcome  of  any 
legal  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  has  no  basis  in  Canadian 
law. 

The  trade  situation  in  the  Dominion  is 
also  distinctive  in  that  the  Canadian  busi- 
ness has  long  had  its  Arbitration  Boards 
and  other  tribunals  for  the  internal  settle- 


ing  authorities  on  Canadian  folk  music, 
including  Sir  Ernest  MacMillan  and  John 
Murray  Gibbon,  have  also  been  consulted 
by  Michael  Powell,  director  of  the  picture. 

Most  successful  revival  of  the  season  at 
the  Monkland  was  the  melodious  “Great 
Waltz.”  Music  lovers  turned  out  in  full 
strength  to  the  delight  of  E.  Gaston  Fau- 
teux,  the  theatre’s  new  manager  . . . Phil 
Godel,  manager  of  he  Westmount,  recent- 
ly made  a special  appeal  from  the  stage 
to  the  audience  to  purchase  War  Savings 
stamps,  which  are  on  sale  at  the  theatre 
ooxoffice. 

RKO  regularly  sends  out  ingenious  ad- 
vertising matter  to  theatre  managers.  One 
device  received  recently  was  a weather 
forecaster,  composed  of  litmus  paper  which 
remained  pink  when  the  weather  was  to 
be  fine,  turned  purple  when  a change  was 
expected,  and  blue  when  rain  was  coming. 
It  worked  well  for  a few  weeks  in  a local 
theatre,  then  one  day  the  manager  ob- 
served it  turning  green.  A friend  face- 
tiously remarked  that  it  was  forecasting 
snow,  and  sure  enough  Montreal  had  its 
first  snow  of  the  season  next  day.  The 
device  remained  green,  however,  and  there 
has  been  no  more  snow,  but  lots  of  both 
ram  and  fine  weather. 

Amojigst  the  23  French  citizens  deprived 
of  their  nationality  by  order  of  the  Vichy 
government  are  two  film  personalities — 
Rene  Clair  and  Vera  Korene.  Rene  Clair, 
whose  real  name  is  Chomette,  is  the  di- 
rector whose  film,  “The  Ghost  Goes  West,” 
met  world  success,  and  Vera  Korene,  who 
is  now  in  Brazil,  is  an  actress  of  the 
Comedie  Francaise  and  a celebrated 
French  cinema  star. 

Madame  Pauline  Donalda,  world  famed 
operatic  star,  sister  of  the  late  Joe  Light- 
stone,  gave  a recital  of  her  pupils  in  the 
Mount  Royal  and  introduced  Jeanne  Des- 
jardins, CBC  soprano,  and  Mrs.  Edna  Marie 
Hawkin,  who  contributed  to  the  program 
. . . Alec  Thom  of  Associated  Screen  Stu- 
dios film  editing  department  is  in  Ottawa 
on  National  Pllm  Board  work  . . . Ross 
Beesley,  ASN  cameraman,  is  off  to  south- 
ern Ontario  for  farm  scenes  . . . Roy  Tash, 
another  ASN  news  reeler,  is  covering  mu- 
nitions manufacture. 


ment  of  disputes  while  a definite  move  has 
been  made  for  the  setting  up  of  clear- 
ance boards  for  the  straightening  out  of 
booking  schedules  and  priority.  Generally 
speaking,  the  film  business  has  resorted 
less  to  law  courts  for  the  settlement  of 
contract  and  other  disputes  than  any  other 
industry  in  Canada  and,  for  years,  there 
has  been  a general  desire  on  the  part  of 
chains,  independents  and  exchanges  for 
self-government — without  the  questionable 
help  of  legislation  and  legal  action. 

T^e  machinery  in  Toronto,  for  instance, 
includes  the  Motion  Picture  Distributors 
Ass’n,  the  Film  Section  of  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Trade,  a Conciliation  Committee, 
Arbitration  Board,  the  Toronto  Film  Board 
of  Trade  and,  now  being  established,  the 
Clearance  Board.  For  the  past  five  years, 
unaffiliated  exhibitors  have  had  their  In- 
dependent Theatres  Ass’n  of  Ontario  which 
negotiates  with  other  bodies  when  occa- 
sion requires  and  extends  cooperation  when 
there  is  a common  cause. 


THE  Bay  was  packed  a week  ago  last 
* Sunday  with  an  audience  assembled  for 
a variety  performance  and  sing-song  put 
on  by  the  County  of  London  Ass’n  in  aid 
of  air  raid  victims.  The  silver  collection 
amounted  to  over  $200  and  Manager  Che- 
chik  was  thanked  and  loudly  applauded 
for  donating  the  theatre  for  the  occasion. 

Victor  Armand,  F-P  technical  supervisor, 
is  immersed  in  figures  in  that  back  office 
at  district  headquarters,  most  probably 
working  out  plans  for  forthcoming  im- 
provements . . . Sovereign  Films  closed  its 
office  here  and  hereafter  will  take  care  of 
all  western  business  from  the  Winnipeg  of- 
fice. Meanwhile  Joe  Archer,  former  Van- 
couver manager,  is  busy  with  “The  Edge 
of  the  World,”  for  which  he  is  distributor 
in  the  west. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  G.  Baiss  of  the  Capitol, 
Duncan,  B.  C.,  are  in  town  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  their  daughter  who  is  coming 
on  from  Quebec  where  her  husband,  a 
naval  officer,  is  stationed  . . . W.  S.  Jones, 
RKO  manager,  states  that  “They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted,”  with  Charles  Laugh- 
ton and  Carole  Lombard,  will  be  at  the 
Capitol  November  14. 

Leo  Devaney,  RKO  general  manager,  and 
Haskell  Masters,  general  manager  for  UA, 
were  in  Vancouver  for  short  stays  . . . Sid 
Williams,  new  owner  of  the  Music  Box, 
has  joined  the  Independent  Booking  and 
Buying  circuit  . . . There  is  some  talk 
of  a new  theatre  being  erected  here  on 
Cambie  St.  and  I8th  Ave.  . . . Ray  Castle, 
Oak  Bay,  stopped  over  for  a day  on  his 
return  from  Hollywood. 


Thieves  Take  Safe 

Ottawa — Donat  Paquin  lost  $190  when 
thieves  entered  his  Victoria  Theatre  by 
smashing  the  front  door  and  stealing  the 
safe.  The  safe,  minus  the  $190,  a quantity 
of  admission  tickets  and  passes  and  rec- 
ords, was  found  later  on  a lonely  coimtry 
road. 
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"Movie  Digest"  Folds 
After  Brief  Career 


Toronto — Finis  is  being  written  to  the 
fan  magazine,  the  Home  Digest,  which  was 
published  for  a few  months  in  Canada. 
The  legal  notice  has  been  issued  that  an 
application  has  been  made  to  the  Ontario 
government  for  the  surrender  of  the  com- 
pany charter  of  the  Movie  Digest  Publish- 
ing Co.,  Ltd.,  which  is  no  longer  active. 
The  application  has  been  signed  by  Dewey 
D.  Bloom  as  secretary  of  the  company. 
Bloom  being  the  press  agent  for  Regal 
Films,  Ltd.  The  editor  of  the  monthly 
magazine  during  its  brief  career  was  Roly 
Young,  film  columnist  of  the  Toronto  Globe 
and  Mail. 

Only  Slight  Profit  Drop 
Despite  Nazi  Air  Raids 

London — A profit  of  $1,893,924,  compared 
with  $2,039,960  last  year,  is  reported  by 
Odeon  Theatres,  Ltd.,  despite  the  almost 
continual  Nazi  air  raids  which  have  kept 
Londoners  in  a state  of  anxiety  for  the 
past  three  months.  Company  directors 
passed  the  dividend  on  common  stock. 


Permit  to  Wolfe 

Montreal — Permit  has  been  issued  to  A. 
Wolfe,  owner-builder,  for  erection  of  a 
theatre,  stores  and  apartments  to  cost 
$50,000,  to  be  located  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Sherbrooke  St.,  west,  and  King- 
ston Ave.,  Notre  Dame  de  Grace.  Eliasoph 
& Greenspon  are  the  architects. 


Georgas  Buys  Building 

Owen  Sound,  Ont. — Chris  Georgas, 
manager  of  the  Classic  Theatre  and  owner 
of  the  Savoy,  has  purchased  a store  build- 
ing here  which  he  will  remodel  into  apart- 
ments. 


VIICTOKIIA 

^URING  their  recent  visit  to  British  Co- 
lumbia Messrs.  Nathanson,  Fitzgibbons, 
Bolstead  and  Geldsaler  of  the  Famous 
Players  Corp.  sailed  from  Vancouver  to 
Nanaimo  where  they  inspected  the  local 
theatres.  They  were  met  in  Nanaimo  by 
Managers  Jock  Robertson  and  Cliff  Den- 
ham of  Victoria.  The  party  then  drove 
down  to  Victoria  where  they  held  a local 
managers  meeting,  inspected  the  Capitol, 
Dominion  and  Atlas  theatres  and  returned 
to  Vancouver  at  midnight. 

Manager  Marc  Prieswerck  has  completed 
extensive  renovations  at  the  Atlas.  The 
ladies  rest  room  has  been  remodeled  and 
refitted,  new  floor  coverings,  uniforms  for 
the  staff  and  additiojial  vents  for  the  air 
conditioning  system  has  been  included  in 
the  program. 

On  his  feet  again  after  his  recent  opera- 
tion. Manager  Ralph  Calladine  of  the 
Plaza  expects  to  be  back  at  the  theatre 
again  in  another  week. 

Maiiagers  Archie  Calladine  and  Howard 
Booth  of  the  Rio  and  Dunbar  theatres 
in  Vancouver  are  visiting  the  city  on  busi- 
ness this  week. 

Miss  Irene  Armstrong  has  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Plaza  relieving  Miss  Ester 
Corness  who  is  to  be  married  here  this 
week  to  William  O’Conner. 


WMMMIIIPIECG 


^FTER  the  hectic  excitement  of  the  last 
few  weeks,  the  film  industry  here  has 
slowed  down  to  something  approaching  its 
normal  condition.  With  the  personal  ap- 
pearances of  film  notables  now  a thing  of 
the  past,  there  is  in  evidence  that  “morn- 
ing after”  feeling.  Everybody  is  tired  but 
happy  ...  At  the  Capitol,  Harold  Bishop 
has  held  over  “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice” a second  week,  and  judging  from  the 
business  being  turned  over  at  the  boxoffice 
the  second  week  is  showing  no  let  up.  At 
the  Metropolitan,  Syl  Gunn  is  resting  on 
his  laurels  after  great  doings  with  “Boom 
Town”  and  the  British  film,  “It’s  in  the 
Air.” 

The  Deluxe  had  a fine  week  with  “Ship- 
yard Sally,”  the  Grade  Fields  picture  . . . 
Vaudeville  goes  on  week  after  week  at  Tom 
Pacey’s  Beacon  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
house’s  patrons.  Importing  acts  from 
across  the  line,  Pacey  has  made  his  stage 
show  a permaiient  part  of  the  Beacon’s 
weekly  bill  of  fare.  Vaudeville  has  sprung 
up  from  time  to  time  in  other  houses,  but 
has  never  been  long  lived. 

A visitor  to  the  city  is  Haskell  Masters 
of  United  Artists. 


Famous  Players  Plan 
Remodeling  Program 


Vancouver  — Famous  Players’  theatre 
properties  here  will  be  extensively  remod- 
eled and  improved,  it  was  determined  fol- 
lowing a visit  here  by  executives  of  the 
company  including  President  N.  L.  Nath- 
anson. 

Most  extensive  will  be  the  remodeling 
job  on  the  Alma,  which  will  be  virtually 
rebuilt  into  a 1,000-seater  by  extending 
the  building.  Also  marked  for  major  im- 
provements are  the  Windsor  and  Regent. 

In  an  interview  with  the  press,  Nathan- 
son pointed  out  the  valuable  role  being 
played  by  motion  pictures  in  the  present 
world  crisis,  pointing  out  they  have  been 
instrumental  in  branding  “vicious  propa- 
ganda” for  what  it  is  as  well  as  giving 
the  public  a clear  picture  of  what  is  being 
done  in  Canada’s  war  effort.  Nathanson 
is  prominent  in  a plan  to  supply  camps 
in  Canada  with  16mm  films  and  projec- 
tors for  the  entertainment  and  instruction 
of  troops. 


Books  Are  Back 

Toronto — The  books  are  back!  After  a 
summer  layoff,  the  sets  of  knowledge 
volumes  are  once  more  being  offered  as 
patronage  premiums  in  Toronto  by  the 
B&F  Theatres’  circuit,  the  set  of  24 
volumes  being  available  on  a weekly  basis 
at  12  theatres  of  this  chain.  The  extra 
charge  with  an  adult  admission  is  49  cents 
per  book. 


Plan  Hamilton  House 

Hamilton,  Ont. — A 750-seat  theatre,  its 
operators  as  yet  unknown,  is  planned  for 
this  city.  A New  Year’s  opening  is 
scheduled. 


Nathanson  Reappointed 
A Governor  of  CBC 


Toronto — Announcement  is  made  of  the 
appointment  of  N.  L.  Nathanson,  president 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  to  the 
board  of  governors  of  the  Canadian  Broad- 
casting Corp.  for  a second  term  of  three 
years  dating  from  November  1.  Also  re- 
appointed to  the  board  of  the  broadcasting 
control  commission,  under  federal  govern- 
ment auspices,  is  Major-General  Victor 
Odium  who  is  now  overseas  in  command 
of  the  2nd  Canadian  Division.  The  ap- 
pointments were  published  in  the  Canada 
Gazette,  official  organ  of  the  government. 

Nathanson’s  presence  on  the  board  has 
provided  an  effective  liaison  between  the 
theatre  and  radio  interests  in  the  Dominion 
and  important  cooperation  has  been  ar- 
ranged in  the  form  of  entertainment  for 
the  troops  in  training,  with  many  of  the 
camp  programs  being  aired  over  the  na- 
tional network. 

A rift  in  CBC  proceedings,  however,  has 
taken  place  in  the  resignation  as  a gov- 
ernor of  Alan  B.  Flaunt  as  a protest 
against  the  inclusion  of  U.  S.  commercial 
programs  in  the  CBC  broadcasts,  many  of 
these  featuring  stars  of  the  screen.  Plaunt, 
who  has  been  an  officer  of  the  Canadian 
chain  since  its  inception,  contended  that 
the  so-called  exchange  arrangement  with 
broadcasting  systems  in  the  U.  S.  has 
worked  to  the  detriment  of  Canadian  tal- 
ent. The  resignation  of  Plaunt  has  been 
accepted. 


Capitol  Hosts  Chums  Club 

Kitchener,  Ont. — Thirty-six  members 
of  the  Chums  City  Club  were  guests  the 
other  night  of  the  management  of  the 
Capitol. 


SSASK’WAW 

MEW  usher  at  the  Met,  Regina,  is  Mel 
Brown  . . . Met  Theatre,  Regina,  is 
boasting  a newly  painted  front  with  new 
lights  and  poster  display  frames. 

A Donald  Duck  cartoon  is  being  screened 
in  Regina  theatres  to  aid  the  Community 
Chest  League  in  its  drive  for  funds. 

“North  West  Mounted  Police”  conclud- 
ed its  first  week  run  at  the  Capitol,  Re- 
gina, with  evening  and  Saturday  matinee 
crowds  breaking  all  records.  Show  has 
been  opening  at  11  a.  m.  and  on  the  first 
Saturday  it  opened  at  9. 

Combination  of  a bad  case  of  flu  and 
over-work  has  forced  Larry  Graburn,  man- 
ager of  Regina’s  Capitol,  to  take  a month’s 
leave  of  absence.  Fred  Tickell,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Capitol,  Calgary,  has  tak- 
en over. 

The  Red  Cross  benefited  when  “The 
Royal  Visit”  was  shovm  at  the  Olympia 
Theatre,  Assiniboia. 

E.  F.  Holliday,  director  of  visual  edu- 
cation for  Regina’s  public  schools,  has 
been  authorized  by  the  school  board  to 
show  the  patriotic  film,  “Canada  at  War,” 
in  schools  and  to  any  outside  organizations 
who  may  be  interested.  He  was  also  au- 
thorized to  purchase  two  projectors  and  a 
Canadian  government  film. 
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"Jesse  James"  on  Stage 
Pacl^s  Alabama  House 

Georgiana,  Ala. — Presenting  the  man 
who  claims  to  be  the  original  “Jesse 
James,”  enabled  Felix  H.  Tisdale,  manager 
of  the  Ga-Ana  Theatre,  to  pack  in  a full 
house  for  an  ordinary  western. 

As  a ballyhoo,  Tisdale  built  a grave  in 
front  of  the  theatre,  with  a pair  of  boots 
sticking  out  of  the  end.  At  the  head,  a 
card  in  the  form  of  a tombstone  read: 
“Here  lies  the  last  man  who  tried  to  beat 
Jesse  James  to  the  draw.”  The  front  of 
the  card  read  “Charles,  son  of  (some  ficti- 
tious name)”  and  the  dates,  “1857-1882.” 

A display  of  nooses,  pistols  and  pictures 
of  James  augmented  the  ballyhoo  in  the 
lobby. 


"Boys  From  Syracuse" 
Street  Bally  Amuses 

Omaha,  Neb. — A street  ballyhoo  that 
amused  the  citizenry  and  sold  “Boys  Prom 
Syracuse”  for  Harry  Goldberg  of  the  Or- 
pheum,  consisted  of  a Roman  chariot,  ob- 
tained from  a circus  outfit,  and  used  on 
the  streets  two  days  in  advance  and  dur- 
ing the  run. 

The  driver  was  dressed  in  the  costume 
of  an  ancient  Greek-toga,  sandals,  etc.  A 
team  of  dilapidated  mules  were  hitched  to 
the  chariot.  The  mules  were  covered  with 
old-fashioned  fly  nets  and  wore  straw  hats. 
Silk  banners,  obtained  from  the  exchanges, 
were  hung  on  the  mules. 

The  top  part  of  the  chariot  was  painted 
like  a Checker  cab  and  a real  taxi  meter 
installed  on  the  side.  A compo  board  pen- 
nant fastened  to  a pole  read:  “Take  this 
cab  to  the  Orpheum  Amphitheatre  to  greet 
(title).” 


Special  Invitations  Lend 
Aura  to  "Ramparts" 

Albany,  N.  Y. — Special  invitations  made 
Manager  Larry  Cowan’s  campaign  for 
“Ramparts  We  Watch”  at  the  Grand, 
eventful. 

Leaders  of  veterans’  organizations,  state 
officials  and  local  educators  attended  an 
evening  premiere  as  guests  of  the  man- 
agement. The  theatre  was  flag-bedecked 
for  the  occasion  and  the  affair  broke 
into  the  newspapers  with  stories  and  pic- 
tures of  the  notables  attending. 

One  of  the  ballyhoo  stunts  was  the 
playing  of  patriotic  tunes  upon  an  elec- 
tric phonograph,  with  a microphone  placed 
before  it  and  loudspeakers  on  the  marquee 
relaying  the  music  to  passersby. 


Gag  Ad  for  "Man  I Married" 

Salt  Lake  City — A gag  ad  was  run  by 
the  Utah  Theatre  recently,  for  “The  Man 
I Married.”  Addressing  itself  to  “Salt 
Lake  City  Bund  Members,”  it  said,  “We 
would  like  to  rent  a few  Nazi  Storm 
Troop  imiforms  in  good  condition  to  be 
used  in  advertising  the  (film  title).” 


Trade  paper  ads  have  been  found  to 
make  effective  displays  for  the  lobby. 


To  the  Day's  Tempo — 

This  is  David  Dallas'  display  on  “For- 
eign Correspondent”  which  played  his 
Kansas  Theatre  at  Parsons,  Kas.  An 
anti-aircraft  gun  cutout  is  mounted 
alongside  a bulletin  board  which  the 
local  newspaper , the  Parsons  Sun,  kept 
supplied  with  daily  bulletms  on  for- 
eign developments.  On  opening  day 
the  gun  cutout  was  moved  to  the  top 
of  the  marquee  and  at  matinee  time 
an  aviator  flew  over  the  town  scat- 
tering leaflets.  Fake  bombs  were  ex- 
ploded as  the  plane  flew  over  the  the- 
atre and  attracted  plenty  of  attention. 


"Reuler's"  Accorded  a 
Big  Campaign  by  WB 


New  York — A widespread  nationwide 
promotional  campaign  has  been  set  by 
Warner’s  to  ballyhoo  “A  Dispatch  Prom 
Reuter’s,”  starring  Edward  G.  Robinson. 

Live  pigeons  have  been  dispatched  to 
leading  exhibitors  and  newspaper  men 
over  the  country  with  personal  letters 
from  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general  sales 
manager  and  Charles  Einfeld,  director  of 
advertising  and  publicity.  The  pigeons 
which  carried  copy  on  the  feature  were 
shipped  via  express. 

Editor  and  Publisher  Magazine  wired 
newspaper  editors  over  the  country  laud- 
ing the  Warner  film  and  recommending 
its  support.  Edward  G.  Robinson  is  giv- 
ing “Reuter’s”  a four-week  plug  on  his 
regular  radio  show  which  is  aired  over  a 
national  hookup. 

The  president  of  Postal  Telegraph  Co. 
sent  a personal  letter  to  the  company’s 
entire  personnel  of  over  17,000  men  and 
women,  urging  them  to  see  the  feature, 
which  is  based  on  the  founding  of  the 
famous  English  news  agency. 

In  addition  to  its  president’s  support, 
the  Postal  Telegraph  Co.  will  post  jumbo 


Plenty  of  Girls  Help  to 
Sell  "Too  Many  Girls" 


Los  Angeles — Rounding  up  an  abund- 
ance of  pretty  girls  made  a unique  bally- 
hoo for  “Too  Many  Girls”  at  the  Pantages. 
The  stunt  was  arranged  by  Charlie  Koer- 
ner,  RKO  theatre  division  manager,  and 
Rodney  Pantages. 

Early  on  the  opening  evening  Koerner 
and  Pantages  had  one  set  of  bleachers  in 
front  of  the  theatre  flowing  over  with 
beautiful  maids  from  the  L.  A.  Junior  Col- 
lege. On  the  other  side  was  a small  band, 
also  completely  surrounded  by  girls. 

Girls  escorted  the  male  members  of  the 
cast  who  rolled  up  in  various  cars,  from 
limousines  to  Austins  and  station  wagons, 
including  a trailer  loaded  with  feminine 
charm. 

Photographers  had  a field  day  and  news- 
papers and  magazines  provided  a wealth 
of  space. 


Recruiting  Tieup  Brings 
"Ramparts"  Military  Aid 

Hartford,  Conn. — Manager  Frank  Morin 
of  Warner’s  Regal  here,  for  the  run  of 
“The  Ramparts  We  Watch,”  had  a num- 
ber of  army  weapons  displayed  in  the 
lobby  and  guarded  by  army  men. 

Literature,  describing  the  various  army 
branches  and  schools  which  teach  227 
trades,  was  distributed  with  the  exhibit 
in  connecting  with  the  army’s  recruiting 
drive. 

A 37mm  anti-tank  grm,  new  Garand 
rifles  and  an  assortment  of  other  rifles 
manufactured  and  used  today  in  various 
European  countries  were  featured  in  the 
display  which  proved  an  eye-stopper. 


Exploitation  Library 

Cleveland — The  publicity  department  of 
the  local  Warner  Theatre  department  has 
inaugurated  an  exploitation  library  for  the 
use  of  Warner  managers.  Successful  cam- 
paigns, with  operation  details,  are  on  file 
so  that  managers  may  consult  them  either 
for  repeats  or  for  adaptation.  E.  C.  Pearl- 
stein,  publicity  director  for  Warner  the- 
atres, conceived  the  idea. 


Invites  School  Editors 

Bridgeport — Matt  Saunders  invited  50 
young  journalists,  newly  appointed  to  the 
school  page  of  the  Bridgeport  Post,  to  at- 
tend the  5:15  Monday  performance  of 
“Strike  Up  the  Band”  as  his  guests. 


telegrams  on  2,000  Postal  windows  and 
will  also  arrange  special  displays  in  their 
New  York  offices.  One  hundred  thousand 
miniature  telegram  blanks,  with  “A  Dis- 
patch From  Reuter’s”  printed  across  them 
in  red  ink,  will  be  given  away  as  memo 
pads. 

By  special  arrangement,  a special  35mm 
film  edited  by  recognized  educational  au- 
thorities and  using  over  50  selected  scenes 
plus  a special  text  has  been  made  ready 
for  use  in  classrooms,  Parent-Teachers 
meetings,  clubs  and  Boy  Scout  meetings. 
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Giant  Campaign  tor 
'The  Ape'  Premiere 


Iowa  City,  Ia. — Monogram’s  exploita- 
tion staff  staged  a tremendous  campaign 
for  the  mid-west  premiere  of  “The  Ape” 
held  on  a recent  midnight  at  the  Pastime 
Theatre  here. 

The  theatre  front  was  revamped  for  the 
engagement.  A nine-foot  ape  cut-out  with 
electric  light  letters  30  inches  high  was 
mounted  on  the  marquee.  Two  90-inch 
ape  cut-outs  were  mounted  over  40x60  dis- 
plays. Special  silk  valances  and  banners 
were  made  up  for  the  engagement. 

The  campaign  was  tied  around  the 
catchlines  "it’s  horrific”  and  “the  stage 
play  that  gave  America  chills  and  goose 
pimples.” 

A bally  man  in  ape  costume  walked  the 
streets  for  four  days  prior  to  the  opening. 
Opening  day  saw  the  ape  man  paraded 
through  the  town  in  a heavy  cage  mount- 
ed on  a flat  car  pulled  by  a team  of  ponies. 

Twenty-four  sheets  were  posted  about 
the  town.  Over  250  snipe  cards  daring 
fans  to  see  the  film  were  distributed.  One 
hundred  jumbo  22x28s  pictorial  cards 
went  into  store  windows.  Hand  painted 
tack  cards  pointed  to  the  attraction. 

More  than  2,000  teaser  cards  bearing  the 
line  “meet  the  most  horrible  creature  in 
God’s  domain”  and  featuring  an  invisible 
ink  stunt,  were  distributed. 

Two  specially  constructed  shadow  cards 
were  featured  in  the  lobby  a week  prior 
to  the  run.  Also,  trailer  was  presented 
with  flasher  effects  on  house  lights,  giv- 
ing a weird  effect  to  patrons. 


Feminine  Accessory 

New  York — “Kover-Lip,”  a new  femin- 
ine accessory  that  fits  over  lips  and  thus 
prevents  garment  damage  by  lipstick,  is 
offered  by  Metro  to  help  promote  “Es- 
cape.” A small,  gummed  sticker,  pasted 
over  the  contraption,  reads:  “Use  this  for 
protection  against  lipstick.  For  romance 
and  thrills,  see  ‘Escape’.” 
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Novel  Lobby  Display  Is 
Accorded  "Hired  Wife" 


Philadelphia — “Hired  Wife”  had  the 
benefit  of  a novel  lobby  display  in  addition 
to  radio  plugs,  window  displays  and  the 
distribution  of  heralds,  arranged  by  A1 
Reh  for  the  feature’s  run  at  the  Stanley. 

The  lobby  display  consisted  of  a scrap 
book,  simulating  an  album,  and  contain- 
ing stills  from  the  picture.  Each  still  was 
appropriately  captioned.  Atop  the  scrap 
book  was  a picture  of  Rosalind  Russell 
with  the  copy  “This  is  not  the  family  al- 
bum, but  it  contains  plenty  of  romance 
and  laughs.  See  for  yourself!”  Other 
copy  near  the  Russell  photo  was:  “His 
proposal  was  a proposition  ...  a cold  busi- 
ness deal  . . . until  his  blonde  fiancee  and 
his  brunette  wife  turned  on  the  heat!” 

Radio  stations  and  ads  in  the  personals 
section  of  the  newspaper  further  plugged 
the  film,  and  Reh  promoted  eight  window 
displays  in  prominent  section  of  the  town. 

About  25  secretaries  of  Philly’s  most 
prominent  business  men  were  called  and 
told  about  the  film.  Five  thousand  diaries 
were  distributed  in  various  downtown  of- 
fice buildings  and  newspapers  carried  art 
and  stories. 

Fiddlers'  Contest  Sells 
"Dreaming  Out  Loud" 

Pueblo,  Colo. — Manager  Ed  Burke  of 
the  Colorado  Theatre  arranged  for  an  old- 
time  fiddlers’  contest  on  the  stage  for  his 
campaign  on  Lum  and  Abner’s  “Dreaming 
Out  Loud.” 

Through  a tiein  with  a store  Burke 
dressed  his  lobby  and  stage  to  represent 
a country  store  and  a dozen  baskets  of 
groceries  were  given  to  patrons.  Another 
unique  stunt  in  Burke’s  campaign  was  an 
opening  night  “tacky  party”  whereby  any 
person  attending  the  performance  dressed 
in  old  style  or  hick  clothes  was  eligible  to 
participate  in  the  contest.  The  prize  was 
a stylish  outfit  supplied  by  local  merchants. 

A couple  dressed  like  Lum  and  Abner 
drove  around  town  in  an  old  horse-drawn 
buggy. 
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Hams  as  Quiz  Prizes 


M U Cl  G IIE  T 


J^LEXANDER  Film’s  monthly  bulletin, 
Theatre  Partner,  reports  a stunt  for 
“Typhoon”  that  drew  attention  to  the  run 
at  the  Sioux  Theatre  in  Hawarden,  la.  A 
small  card  with  a picture  of  Dorothy 
Lamour  had  a small  piece  of  cotton  print 
inserted  to  give  the  impression  of  the 
famous  Lamour  sarong.  The  words,  “I 
dare  you  to  remove  my  sarong”  were  all 
that  was  necessary,  and  underneath  the 
cloth  was  the  ad  for  the  movie. 

• 

Lady  patrons  were  invited  to  participate 
in  a nail-driving  contest  in  front  of  the 
theatre  as  part  of  the  “Wyoming"  cam- 
paign put  over  by  Francis  Deering,  Loew’s 
State,  Houston. 

• 

“How  to  Read  a Newspaper”  was  the 
theme  of  an  institutional  ad  used  by 
the  Indianapolis  Star  in  connection  with 
Ward  Farrar’s  “Tliird  Finger,  Left  Hand” 
campaign  for  the  film’s  showing  at  Loew’s, 
Indianapolis.  Farrar  arranged  a series  of 
stills  featuring  Myrna  Loy  remonstrating 
with  Melvyn  Douglas  over  a morning 
newspaper  at  breakfast. 

• 

Five  thousand  package  inserts,  consist- 
ing of  one  letter  being  printed  on  each 
insert,  the  object  being  to  spell  out  “Boom 
Town"  with  the  letters  for  a free  ticket, 
were  used  in  merchants  stores  by  S.  L. 
Morris  as  one  of  the  stunts  for  the  fea- 
ture during  its  run  at  the  Palace  in  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y. 

• 

An  old  man  on  the  Gettysburg  streets 
Saturday  night  carried  a sandwich  board 
lettered  with:  “Take  the  word  of  an  old- 
timer — there’s  never  been  a moving  pic- 
ture as  exciting  as  ‘City  for  Conquest’ 
with  (cast) — and  now  is  the  time  to  see 
it,  because  this  is  the  last  night  at  the 
Majestic.”  The  stunt  was  Sid  Poppay’s. 

• 

Al  Reh  of  the  Stanley  in  Philadelphia 
ran  three  of  the  following  personal  ad  in 
the  papers:  “Will  not  be  responsible  for 
any  debts  incurred  by  Rosalind  Russell — 
she’s  only  my  ‘Hired  Wife’ — Brian  Aherne.” 
• 

A six-sheet,  mounted  on  a frame  with 
handles  and  carried  behind  the  band  at  a 
football  game,  advertised  “Too  Many 
Girls”  for  Manager  E.  I.  Benjii  of  the 
Capitol  at  Madison,  Wis. 


V. — 

Chicago  — Norman  Kassel  and  Bob 
Montgomery  of  the  Essaness  publicity  de- 
partment have  made  a tieup  with  Oscar 
Mayer  and  Co.,  meat  packers,  for  a quiz 
contest  at  the  theatres  which  is  proving  to 
be  a business  stimulant. 

The  packing  firm  awards  various  of 
their  meat  products  to  persons  getting  the 
right  answers  to  questions.  A radio  com- 
mentator asks  the  questions  of  the  thea- 
tre audience.  Contestants  are  chosen  at 
random  by  three  assistant  announcers  who 
roam  around  the  theatre  with  portable 
microphones.  A midget  called  “Little 
Oscar,”  dressed  like  a chef,  picks  the  ques- 
tions from  a glass  bowl. 

Little  Oscar  also  makes  personal  ap- 
pearances at  retail  food  stores  and  butcher 
shops  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  theatre. 
The  packing  firm  calls  attention  to  Little 
Oscar’s  personal  appearance  at  both  the 
stores  and  in  the  theatre  by  taking  full- 
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page  ads  in  the  community  paper.  The 
names  and  addresses  of  the  dealers  are 
also  listed  in  the  ad.  No  food  products 
are  awarded  in  the  theatre  but  merchan- 
dise certificates  are  given  the  winners. 
These  can  be  taken  to  the  nearest  store 
handling  Oscar  Mayer  products  and  the 
dealer  gives  the  winner  a ham,  bacon, 
sausage  or  whatever  the  certificate  calls 
for. 

The  Essaness  Theatres  have  an  attrac- 
tive animated  display  in  the  lobby  and  a 
special  trailer  is  screened  for  one  week 
previous  to  the  quiz  show. 

The  program  lasts  15  minutes.  The 
value  of  the  prizes  amounts  to  between 
$50  and  $75  at  each  show.  Sample  ques- 
tions asked  by  the  announcer:  “If  you 
had  the  Beale  Street  Blues  what  city  would 
you  be  homesick  for?”;  “Sing  a chorus  of 
‘Home  on  the  Range,’  as  Bing  Crosby 
would  sing  it,”  and  “Imitate  the  famous 
call  of  the  Lone  Ranger.” 


"Boom  Town"  Throwaway 

Nederland,  Tex. — A 12xl8-inch  throw- 
away on  brightly  colored  stock,  heralded 
“Boom  Town”  for  the  Rio.  The  throw- 
away was  liberally  bedecked  with  pictures 
of  the  four  stars  and  with  several  scenes. 
A special  Thursday  matinee  helped  make 
the  showing  eventful. 

h 

Toss  Footballs  to 
Sorority  Girls 

Lincoln — With  the  stunt  of  having  two 
football  co-captains  toss  footballs  off  the 
top  of  the  ’Varsity  Theatre  to  a crowd  of 
1,000  college  girls  below;  the  catchers 
to  take  their  whole  sorority  to  see  "Too 
Many  Girls,"  Publicist  Bill  Scholl  landed 
front  page  in  the  "Journal." 
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Morris,  Saxlon,  Avis 
Attain  Honor  Roll 


New  York — M-G-M  has  awarded  Honor 
Roll  Buttons  for  outstanding  exploitation 
campaigns  to  S.  L.  Morris,  Palace,  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  for  “Boom  Town,”  and  W.  K. 
Saxton  and  George  Avis,  Loew’s  Century, 
Baltimore,  for  “Strike  Up  the  Band.” 

Highlights  of  Morris’  “Boom  Town” 
campaign  were:  Local  mayor  sponsored 
opening  of  the  new  movie  season  and  par- 
ticipated in  ceremonies  at  the  theatre. 
His  picture  appeared  with  the  endorse- 
ment. Window  tieups  with  the  city’s 
largest  department  store;  5,000  package 
inserts  used  in  stores;  2,000  heralds  by  a 
large  baking  company.  Tieup  with  the 
1941  model  Hudson,  plugging  both  car 
and  film. 

Features  of  the  Saxton-Avis  “Strike  Up 
the  Band”  campaign  follow; 

Mickey  Rooney  Drummer  Boy  contest 
which  brought  stories  and  art  breaks  for 
a week  in  advance.  Advance  radio  plugs, 
including  announcements  and  songs  from 
film.  Comprehensive  music  store  tieups. 
Theatre  tieup  with  prominent  local  store 
on  Judy  Garland;  10,000  heralds,  10  spe- 
cial window  cards,  50  large  standees,  1,000 
cards  used. 

Details  on  the  Hudson  tieup  and  the  mayor's 
proclamation,  which  were  the  outstanding 
ieatures  in  Morris'  "Boom  Town"  campaign: 

The  Hudson  dealer  furnished  a three- 
column,  13y2-inch  coop  ad  captioned 
“Drive  the  new  1941  Hudson  to  ‘Boom 
Town’.”  Copy  then  announced  the  two 
big  events  of  the  new  1940-41  season  . . . 
the  picture  and  the  car. 

The  dealer  furnished  three  new  cars, 
each  double  bannered  with  copy  similar 
to  that  in  the  ad.  Cars  were  driven  all 
over  town  on  Saturday  afternoon  with 
horns  and  radios  blazing  away.  A new 
car  was  parked  in  front  of  the  theatre 
the  first  two  days  of  the  showing. 

To  make  dramatic  the  mayor’s  endorse- 
ment, a large  switch  was  mounted  on  a 
six-foot  display  and  placed  in  the  lobby 
a week  in  advance.  This  board  carried 
the  following  copy;  “Mayor  Gailor  will 
turn  on  this  switch,  Sunday,  September  1, 
inaugurating  opening  of  Schine’s  1940- 
41  cheerful  show  season  with  the  pre-re- 
lease  showing  of  ‘Boom  Town’.  ” At  the 
time  the  switch  was  pushed  by  the  mayor, 
a buzz  was  given  to  the  booth  and  im- 
mediately the  picture  was  thrown  on  the 
screen.  Two  baskets  of  flowers,  promoted 
from  a florist,  were  placed  on  each  side 
of  the  switch. 

Details  on  the  Drummer  Boy  contest,  high- 
light oi  the  Saxton-Avis  publicity  on  “Strike 
Up  the  Band:" 

A drum  set  was  promoted  from  the  Conn 
Music  Co.,  as  first  prize,  and  nine  pairs 
of  guest  tickets  were  given  to  runners-up. 
Conn’s  gave  the  stunt  two  windows  and 
used  counter  cards  and  the  theatre  used  a 
special  trailer  and  lobby  piece  with  drums 
displayed.  Judges  were  selected  from  the 
Baltimore  Civic  Orchestra  and  schools. 

Competition  was  open  to  any  amateur, 
16  or  imder,  either  boy  or  girl. 

The  music  store  also  placed  the  “Strike 
Up  the  Band”  postcards,  imprinted  with 
theatre  and  contest  copy,  in  all  of  their 
mail.  Cards  went  to  all  drummers,  music 
teachers  and  drum  corps  leaders  in  Bal- 
timore. 
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A Paint-Box  Expression — 

Chock-full  of  color  is  this  street  ballyhoo  truck  that  Homer  Harman  of  the 
Roxy  Theatre,  Hew  York,  sent  out  to  ballyhoo  “Down  Argentine  Way.” 
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: Book  Review  Matinees  : 

V!?  

Chicago — Book  reviews  for  mid-week 
matinees  have  been  found  a worthy  sell- 
ing aid  by  several  exhibitors  over  the 
country.  An  exemplary  book  review  pro- 
gram is  one  conducted  by  Ted  N.  Turrell, 
manager  of  the  Beverly  Theatre  here. 

The  reviews  may  be  held  weekly  or 
every  other  week;  generally  on  Tuesdays 
or  Wednesdays  in  the  early  afternoon, 
preceding  the  showing  of  the  feature. 

Turrell  sells  his  in  the  following  man- 
ner: 

(1)  Personal  letters  to  the  literary 
chairwoman  of  all  clubs. 

(2)  Notices  in  the  daily  papers. 

(3)  Two  card  trailer  announcing  the 
opening  date  one  month  in  advance. 

(4)  Two  card  trailer  announcing  book 
and  reviewer  two  weeks  in  advance. 

(5)  Front  page  of  program  announces 
series  one  month  in  advance. 

(6)  Front  page  of  program  announces 
book  and  reviewer  two  weeks  in  advance. 

(7)  Signs  in  boxoffice  window  in  the 
same  manner — a month  and  two  weeks  in 
advance. 

(8)  Month  and  two  week  one-sheet  lob- 
by display. 

(9)  Cards  in  ladies  lounge. 

(10)  Neighborhood  newspaper  annoimc- 
ing  opening  date  a month  in  advance  and 
each  issue  thereafter. 

In  other  instances  bookmarks  for  li- 
braries and  department  stores  are  effec- 
tive. 

In  another  instance,  the  success  of  a 
book  review  series  was  insured  by  the  ad- 
vance sale  of  tickets.  This  was  effected 
by  Larry  Stein,  director  of  publicity  for 
Warner  Theatres,  for  a house  in  Ham- 
mond, Ind.  Stein  made  a deal  with  the  two 
big  women’s  organizations:  If  they  would 
sell  500  tickets  at  $1.00 — each  ticket  good 
for  four  admissions — to  a series  of  four 
review  matinees,  the  clubs  would  get  25 
per  cent  (no  percentage  if  less).  The  deal 
was  eminently  successful,  the  women  al- 
most doubling  the  required  sale  at  once. 

In  conducting  the  reviews,  the  reviewer 
is  paid  a fee,  and  speaks  about  an  hour. 
A different  reviewer  is  used  each  time.  It 
may  be  advisable  to  canvass  the  leading 
clubs  as  to  what  day  will  not  conflict 
with  their  meetings. 


Weaves  Campaign  Around 
Stage  Show  Personality 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — Centering  his  cam- 
paign about  Blackstone,  the  Magician  him- 
self, whose  week’s  appearance  marked  the 
return  of  stage  shows  at  the  RKO  Tem- 
ple here.  Manager  Lou  Mayer  put  across 
a highly  successful  promotion  that  in- 
cluded personal  appearances,  broadcasts, 
a kiddie  show,  coop  ads  and  heralds. 

Highlight  of  the  campaign  was  a spe- 
cial bunny  show  for  children,  held  one 
Saturday  morning.  All  kid  patrons  were 
given  a candy  bar  and  25  bunnies  were 
given  away  during  the  performance. 

A candid  camera  night,  too,  was  ar- 
ranged, with  letters  annoimcing  the  event 
to  all  camera  clubs. 

Coop  ads  were  arranged  with  Sears, 
Roebuck  on  the  fact  Blackstone  used  All- 
States  tires,  and  with  a beverage  company. 
Autographed  pictures  of  the  magician  were 
distributed  in  the  lobby  and  the  presen- 
tation to  him  of  the  key  to  the  city  by  a 
representative  of  the  mayor,  made  news- 
paper space  as  did  his  visit  to  a children’s 
sanitarium  and  a demonstration  of  some 
new  “plays”  to  a football  team. 

A well-bannered  marquee,  bumper  ads, 
posters  and  magazine  stuffers  completed 
the  ballyhoo  for  the  show. 


Legion  at  "Ramparts"  Matinee 

Hollywood,  Fla. — Manager  Paul  Rob- 
inson of  the  Florida  enlisted  the  support 
of  the  local  American  Legion  post  at  spe- 
cial matinees  of  “Ramparts  We  Watch.” 
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'Too  Many  Girls" 

Inspires  Contest 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  — Manager 
Larry  Starsmore  of  the  Chief  Theatre  ar- 
ranged a beautiful  legs  contest  for  his 
campaign  on  “Too  Many  Girls."  A num- 
ber of  college  girls  entered  to  compete 
for  12  pairs  of  silk  hose  obtained  in  co- 
operation with  a merchant  who  also  gave 
over  a window  display  to  the  contest. 

Starsmore  designated  Friday  night  as 
college  night  and  a glee  club  and  cheer 
leaders  of  a football  squad  were  guests 
on  a special  radio  broadcast.  An  old 
jalopy  with  a college  boy  driving  and 
the  car  packed  with  pretty  girls  paraded 
the  streets,  appropriately  bannered,  two 
days  in  advance. 
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"THE  GREAT  DICTATOR"  FORGES  AHEAD 


BOSTON 

Fenway — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t);  AVorhl 

in  Flames  (Para't)  60 

Keith’s  Memorial — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO); 

Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ)  85 

Loew's  Orpheum — Howards  of  Virginia  (Col); 

Diiley  (M-G-M)  95 

Loew's  State — Same  as  Orpheum  90 

Metropolitan — Kmite  Koekne — All  Ameriean 

(WB);  Calling  All  Husbands  (WB),  2ncl  wk. . SO 
Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  60 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Alias  the  Deacon  (Univ) 90 

Carolina — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para't) 100 

Imperial — I 'Want  a Divorce  (Para’t) 100 

State — Girt  From  God’s  Country  (Rep) 90 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Kit  Carson  (UA)  85 

Chicago — North  AVest  Mounted  Police  (Para’t). 200 
Garrick — Kniite  Koekne — All  American  (WB), 

3rd  wk 125 

Oriental — Golden  Fleecing  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show  95 

Palace — Spring  Parade  (Univ);  Men  Against 

the  Sky  (RKO)  115 

Roosevelt — A^’orld  in  Flames  (Para’t);  Wjoming 

(M-G-M)  .115 

State- Lake — Flowing  Gold  (WB),  plus 

stage  show  95 

United  Artists — Strike  Fp  the  Band  (M-G-M), 

4th  wk 80 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — The  Westerner  (UA)  140 

Capitol — Rhythm  on  the  River  (Para’t), 

2nd  wk 110 

Grand — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB), 

2nd  wk 100 

Keith’s — ChriNtmas  in  July  (Para’t)  80 

Lyric — Strike  V\>  the  Band  (M-G-M).  4th  wk...l00 

Palace — ‘Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t) 90 

Shubert — World  in  Flames  (Para’t);  (Juarter- 
back  (Para't)  90 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — City  for  Conquest  (WB),  2nd  wk 80 

Hippodrome — Knute  Koekne — Ail  Ameriean 

(WB)  135 

Lake — Ladies  Must  Live  (FN);  Military 

Aeademy  (Col)  100 

Palace — A Dispatch  From  Keuter’s  (WB);  plus 

George  Jes.sel  and  his  Hollywood  stars 115 

State — Third  Finger,  l,eft  Hand  (M-G-M) 120 

Stillman — Kit  Carson  (UA)  110 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Sliglitly  Tempted  (Ltniv),  1st  part....  85 

Capitol — Devil’s  Island  (WB),  2nd  part 90 

Capitol — Three  Men  From  I’exas  (Para’t), 

3rd  part  100 

Majestic — Down  Argentine  May  ( 20th-Fox ) . . . . 125 

Palace — Foreign  Correspondent  (L’A) 110 

Rialto — The  Great  I’rofile  (20th-Fox), 

1st  half  85 

Rialto — M’orld  in  T'lames  (Para’t).  2nd  half...  95 
Tower — Kamparts  M e Match  (RKO),  2nd  wk. . . 95 

DENVER 

Aladdin — Down  Ars’entine  Way  (20th-Fox), 

after  wk.  at  Denver  130 

Broadway — They  Knew  AVhut  They  Wanted 
(RKO):  Mexican  Spitfire  Out  AA'est  (RKO), 

after  wk.  at  Orpheum  100 

Denham — North  We.st  Mounted  Police  ( Para’t) . 2.30 
Denver — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB);  Great 

Profile  (20th-Fox)  130 

Orpheum — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M); 

Laddie  (RKO)  135 

Paramount — A Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ) ; 

Night  Train  (20th-Fox)  130 


Rialto — Westerner  (UA),  after  wk.  at  each  the 
Denver  and  Aladdin;  Glamour  for  Sale  (Col). 130 


DETROIT 

Adams — Diamond  Frontier  (Univ);  Down 

Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox),  after  wk.  at  Pix.115 

Cinema — The  Baker’s  AVife  (SR),  3rd  wk 80 

Fox — Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox).  plus 

stage  show  150 

Michigan — The  AA’esterner  (UA);  Dancing  on 

a Dime  (Para’t)  125 

Palms-State — Kamparts  AA"e  AA'atch  (RKO); 

Queen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono)  110 

United  Artists — Diiley  (M-G-M);  Third  Finger, 

Left  Hand  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Kadio  Kanch  (SR);  Boys  of  the 

City  (Mono)  90 

Circle — The  Quarterback  (Para’t),  plus  George 

White  Scandals  on  stage  110 

Indiana — Ramparts  Me  Match  (RKO);  Mexi- 
can Spitfire  Out  M'est  (RKO) 80 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 

Great  Dictator,  The — 


Philacdelphia  235 

New  York  170 

North  West  Mounted  Police — 

Denver  230 

Kansas  City  210 

Chicago  200 

Knute  Rockne — All  American — 

New  Haven  (dual)  200 


Loew’s — AA’yoming  (M-G-M);  Haunted  Honey- 


moon (M-G-M)  125 

Lyric — Melody  and  Moonlight  (Rep),  plus 

Laurel  & Hardy  in  person  100 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Spring  Parade  (LTniv)  100 

Midland — Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M); 

Duley  (M-G-M)  50 

Newman — North  AA'est  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

held  210 

Orpheum — They  Knew  AA’hat  They  AAanted 

(RKO):  Mexican  Spitfire  Out  AA'est  (RKO).. 110 
Tower — Argentine  Nights  (Univ),  plus  stage 

show  90 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  100 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — AA'yoming  (M-G-M);  Dr.  Kildare 

Goes  Home  (M-G-M)  100 

Downtown — City  for  Conquest  (WB);  I’m  No- 
body’s Sweetheart  Now  (Univ),  5 days,  2nd 

wk 90 

Four  Star — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA), 

5th  wk 65 

Hillstreet — They  Knew  AA  hat  They  AA  anted 

(RKO),  2nd  wk.;  Meet  the  AA’ildcat  (Univ)..  80 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  90 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  75 

Paramount — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t).;  The 
World  in  Flames  (Para’t),  plus  Tommy  Dor- 
sey and  Orchestra  on  stage  125 

State- — Same  as  Chinese  110 


MILWAUKEE 

Palace — North  AA'est  Mounted  Police  (Para’t); 

Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para’t)  125 

Riverside — Nobody’s  C'hildrcn  (Col),  plus 

stage  show  100 

Strand — The  Aliimiiiy’s  Hand  (Univ);  The  Vil- 
lain Still  Pursued  Her  (RKO)  110 

Warner — Lucky  Partners  (RKO);  A Little 

Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ)  90 

AVisconsin — Same  as  Palace  140 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Alvin—  Hold  That  M'oinan  (P-D-C),  plu.s 

stage  show  90 

Aster — Mummy’s  Hand  (Ltniv);  Yesterday’s 

Heroes  (20th-Fox)  90 

Century — Down  Argentine  \Va.v  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 95 

E,squire — The  Awful  Truth  (Col),  reissue 90 

Gopher — Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox) 100 


Orpheum — Kit  Carson  (UA),  plus  stage  show.. 100 
State— They  Knew  M hat  Tltey  Wanted  (RKO).  85 
World — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB),  3rd  wk. . . . 90 

NEW  HAVEN 

College — AA'alt  Disney  Festival  (RKO);  Scatter- 


brain (Rep)  85 

Loew-Poli — They  Knew  AA'hat  They  AA’anted 

(RKO):  Y'esterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox) 80 

Paramount — Christmas  in  July  (Para’t);  The 

Quarterback  (Para’t)  110 

Roger  Sherman — A Dispatch  From  Reuter’s 


(WB);  I’m  Nobody’s  Sweetheart  Now  (L^niv) . 80 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — AA’ay  of  All  Flesh  (Para’t) 90 

Globe — Rhythm  on  the  River  (Para’t) 80 

Liberty- -No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB) 100 

Loew’s — Kit  Carson  (UA)  150 

Orpheum — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO) 140 

Saenger — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t) 150 

Strand — AVihl  Horse  Range  (Mono) 100 

Tudor — Pride  and  I^ejndice  (M-G-M) 90 


NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  3rd  wk 170 

Capitol — Same  as  Astor  160 

Criterion — AVorld  in  Flames  (Para’t) 105 

Globe — Last  of  the  River  (WB) 110 

I’aramount — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t),  2nd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  150 

Music  Hall — The  AV’esterner  (UA),  plus  stage 

show  85 

Rialto— So  You  AVon’t  Talk  (Col) 85 

Rivoli — Long  A'oyage  Home  (UA).  3rd  wk 100 

Roxy— Down  Argentine  AA’ay  (20th-Fox),  2nd 

wk.,  plus  stage  show  100 

Strand — Knute  Rockne — .Vll  American  (WB), 

2nd  wk..  plus  stage  show  125 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion  I.ueky  Partners  (RKO)  80 

Liberty — Flowing  Gold  (WB);  Father  Is  a 

I’rinee  (WB)  100 

Midwest — Strike  F|>  the  Band  (M-G-M) 115 

State — He  Sta.ved  for  Hreakfast  (Col),  2nd  wk. . 95 

Tower — Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M) 100 

Warner — Pier  13  (20th-Fox);  Hullet  Code 

(RKO)  95 


Criterion — Wyoining  (M-G-M)  100 

Liberty — Girl  From  Avenue  A (20th-Fox); 

Son  of  Itoaring  Dan  (Liniv)  90 

Midwest — Strike  Up  tlie  Band  (M-G-M). 

2nd  wk 85 

State — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted  (RKO) . 85 

Tower — Gold  Kush  Maisie  (M-G-M) 100 

Warner — Argentine  Nights  (Univ);  Black 

Diamonds  (Univ)  115 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col); 

Blondie  Has  Servant  Troiil.le  (Col) 120 

Omaha — Arise  M.v  I.ove  (Para't) ; Yesterda.v’s 

Heroes  (20th-Fox)  120 

Orpheum — Rangers  of  F'ortune  (Para’t);  Public 
Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox)  100 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — The  Great  Dictator  (UA) 235 

Boyd — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M) 95 

Earle — Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep),  plus  Gene 

Krupa’s  orchestra  and  Ray  Bolger  on  stage.. 120 

Fox — Spring  Parade  (Univ),  2nd  wk 95 

Karlton — Angels  Over  I5roadway  (Col),  2nd 

run  95 

Keith’s — Down  Argentine  AA'ay  (20th-Fox) 105 

Stanley — Hired  AA'ife  (Univ)  95 

Stanton-  Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t) 115 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin- — Do\mi  Argentine  AA'ay  (20th-Fox) 140 

Barry — (iirl  From  Havana  (Rep);  Queen  of 

the  Yukon  (Mono)  110 

Fulton — I’astor  Hall  (UA).  2nd  wk 50 

Penn — They  Knew  AA’hat  They  AA’anted  (RKO).  100 
Ritz — City  for  Conquest  (AA’B),  3rd  d.  t.  wk...  80 

Senator — Hired  AA’ife  (Univ),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 85 

Stanley — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB), 

2nd  wk 70 

AVarner — Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M); 

Coinin’  Round  the  Mountain  (Para’t) 85 

PROVIDENCE 

Albee — Argentine  Nights  (RKO);  Diamond 

Frontier  (Univ)  110 

Carlton — The  AA’esterner  (UA) ; Sky  Murder 

(M-G-M)  70 

Fays — Leather  Ihishers  (Univ);  Thundering 

Frontier  (Col)  90 

Majestic — Knute  Rockne — All  Ameriean  (WB) ; 

Pier  i:i  (20th-Fox)  200 

State — Third  Finger,  I.eft  Hand  (M-G-M); 

(ilamour  for  Sale  (Col)  105 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble  (Col); 

So  Y’ou  AA'on’t  Talk  (Col) 115 

Centre — North  AA'est  Mounted  Police  (Para't) ..  115 

Paramount — Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t) 100 

Rialto — South  of  Pago  Pago  (UA) 110 

Roxy — Saint  Takes  Over  (RKO);  Night  Train 

(20th-Fox).  plus  stage  show  100 

Studio— Strike  I'p  the  I$and  (M-G-M) 110 

Utah — Knute  RiKkne — All  American  (WB)....105 
Victory — Golden  Gloves  (Para’t);  Earl  of 

I'uddlestone  (M-G-M)  100 

SEATTLE 

Fifth  Avenue — The  Great  Dictator  (UA) 125 

Liberty — The  AA’esterner  (UA)  100 

Music  Box — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M); 

Y’esterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 90 

Orpheum — No  Time  for  Comedy  (Para’t); 

The  AA’orld  in  Flames  (Para’t)  100 

Palomar — Hot  Steel  (Univ);  Ladies  Must 

Live  (FN),  plus  stage  show 90 


Paramount — They  Knew  AVhat  They  AA^anted 
(RKO);  Mexican  Spitfire  Out  AA’est  (RKO).. 100 
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The  Green  Hornet  Strikes 
Again 

Universal  (15-part  Serial)  20  Mins. 

With  his  gas-gun,  mask  and  radio  fol- 
lowing, The  Green  Hornet  should  again 
prove  to  be  effective  at  the  boxoffice 
where  audiences  like  and  patronize  thrill 
fare.  Cast  as  a journalist  in  this  latest 
chapterplay,  Warren  Hull,  who  plays  the 
title  role,  is  first  seen  in  Honolulu  where 
he  is  vacationing.  His  paper  sends  word 
for  him  to  return.  En  route  his  ship 
catches  fire  and  he  has  his  first  narrow 
escape  from  death  at  the  hands  of  a rack- 
eteering syndicate  which,  it  develops,  also 
has  dealings  with  a foreign  government 
for  an  ammunition  plant.  The  second 
part  closes  with  Hull  trapped  in  a car 
that  goes  off  a drawbridge.  In  the  third 
episode  he  is  trapped  in  a shack  hit  by 
lightning.  If  the  promise  of  excitement 
is  maintained  in  future  installments,  the 
audience  should  get  its  money’s  worth. 
Contributing  elements  of  comedy,  femi- 
nine interest,  pseudo-science  and  the  Hor- 
net’s unique  sound  effects  are  capably 
worked  into  the  action. 


Youth  Gets  a Break 

Nat’l  Youth  Administration  30  Mins. 

The  method  and  accomplishments  of  the 
Federal  Agency,  showing  how  it  has  aided 
the  country’s  youth  to  get  vital  experience 
needed  to  hold  down  jobs,  has  been  as- 
sembled into  a fine  photographic  essay.  As 
propaganda,  it  has  merit  since  it  shows  the 
progressive  side  of  a subject  that  has  been 
highly  controversial.  If  its  purpose  is  to 
show  things  done,  it  achieves  that  end.  The 
documentation  deals  with  various  projects 
on  which  young  people  from  various  states 
have  served  apprenticeship  to  enable  them 
to  fit  into  industrial  and  commercial  jobs. 
Negotiations  for  national  distribution  are 
in  progress. 


Old  New  Mexico 

M-G-M  (FitzPatrick  Traveltalk)  9 Mms. 

An  interesting  collection  of  typical  Fitz- 
Patrick views  of  the  old  pueblos  of  this 
state,  its  Indian  population,  scenic  areas, 
historical  places  of  interest  and  archeolog- 
ical researching  by  college  parties.  It  holds 
interest,  is  informative,  eye  and  ear 
pleasing. 


The  Sporting  Everglades 

Paramount  (RO-2)  (Sportlight)  10  Mins. 

Entirely  too  short.  The  subject  is  about 
that  section  of  Florida  abounding  in  varied 
game,  assorted  birds,  fighting  fish  and 
Seminole  Indians.  Photographically  tops, 
it  holds  interest  every  minute  of  its  run- 
ning time.  Much  more  could  have  been 
included. 


Stagehight 

Vitaphone  (Merrie  Melody)  1 Mins. 

Two  dogs,  a bone,  a tankful  of  seals,  a 
queer-acting  bird,  tight  ropes  and  other 
oddments  in  an  empty  theatre  contribute 
to  the  comedy  content  of  this  Techni- 
colored  cartoon.  It  should  draw  continu- 
ous laughter.  Worthwhile. 


Recruiting  Daze 

Universal  (Color  Cartoon)  G2./3Mins. 

This  rates  because  of  its  humorous 
treatment  of  current  defense  measures, 
conscription  and  the  like.  With  wild- 
eyed  gag  situations,  it  shows  Punchy 
inducted  into  the  army  where  he 
pushes  a wheelbarrow  back  and  forth 
to  no  purpose.  A marksmanship  dem- 
onstration ends  disastrously.  Mecha- 
nized Indians  pop  up  from  cannon 
muzzles  to  fire  their  arrows.  Big  Ber- 
tha is  accompanied  by  her  sister.  Lit- 
tle Bertha.  The  general's  staff  con- 
cerns themselves  with  where  to  make 
a crossing — in  a tic-tac-toe  game. 
Planes  attack  sausage  balloons — and 
slice  them  up.  Whistling,  screaming 
and  effeminate  bombs  perform.  And, 
at  length.  Punchy,  fired  from  the  long- 
est gun  in  the  world,  lands  on  a planet 
where  he  tries  to  hitch  a ride  from 
passing  comets.  It's  screwball,  funny 
and  good  for  a laugh  anywhere. 


The  Green  Archer 

Columbia  (15-part  Serial)  32  Mins. 

Fifteen  years  ago,  as  a silent  serializa- 
tion of  the  Edgar  Wallace  novel,  “The 
Green  Archer’’  was  something  of  a sensa- 
tion at  the  boxoffice.  If  this  new  version 
is  to  get  some  of  the  recurrent  interest 
that  will  arise  when  word  gets  around,  it 
will  have  to  get  into  the  groove  in  ensu- 
ing installments.  The  first  episode  has 
everything  occurring  that  habitually  and 
traditionally  occurs  in  serials.  The  Green 
Archer  makes  his  appearance  in  shadow; 
only  in  the  “flesh”  at  the  conclusion.  This 
first  chapter  is  not  entirely  lacking  but, 
it  is  hoped,  out  of  all  the  props  and  peo- 
ple of  Garr  Castle,  future  screenings  will 
build  up  to  something  like  the  original. 
Featured  players  include  Victor  Jory,  Iris 
Meredith,  James  Craven,  Robert  Fiske, 
Dorothy  Faye. 


Trailer  Tragedy 

RKO  (Edgar  Kennedy  No.  2)  17  Mins. 

It  won’t  take  the  Edgar  Kennedy  fans 
long  to  recognize  this  as  one  of  the  come- 
dian’s best  efforts.  He  is  aided  by  one  of 
those  scripts  that  fit  his  comic  talents  to 
a “t,”  plus  the  fact  that  he  has  some 
swell  support  from  as  obstreperous  a 
father-in-law  as  any  married  couple  would 
hate  to  come  up  againt.  It  should  hit 
home  with  a vast  degree  of  amusement. 
On  one  of  those  auto-trailer  junkets  the 
Kennedys  get  mixed  up  in,  everything 
turns  up  at  just  the  right  time  to  spoil 


London  Can  Take  It 

Warner  10  Mins. 

In  terms  of  brooding  and  tragic  pho- 
tography, immeasurably  aided  and  height- 
ened by  the  factual,  yet  stirring,  com- 
mentary of  Quentin  Reynolds,  war  corre- 
spondent for  Collier’s,  “London  Can  Take 
It”  might  be  described  as  a saga  of  a 
modern  city  under  brutal  and  unrelenting 
attack  from  the  air.  This  capsule  subject 
is  a ’round-the-clock  history  of  the  Lon- 
doner today.  It  tells  of  his  courage,  flying 
high  under  an  uninterrupted  bombard- 
ment of  bombs;  how  he  goes  about  his 
routine  duties,  clears  the  debris  of  build- 
ings destroyed  and  damaged,  goes  into  the 
underground  shelters  at  night  and  re- 
sumes his  routine  with  no  interruption 
the  following  morning.  Tremendously 
worthwhile  and  highly  dramatic — and  the 
proceeds  go  to  British  War  Relief. 


Utopia  of  Death 

M-G-M  (Passing  Parade)  10  Mins. 

The  tribal  suicide  of  the  Seri  Indians 
who  live  on  the  island  of  Tiburon  in  the 
Gulf  of  Lower  California,  making  up  the 
subject  matter  of  this  short,  should  prove 
an  interesting  addition  to  the  program. 
Footage  was  shot  by  an  anthropological 
expedition  and  it  offers  rare  shots  of  a 
rarely  photographed  people.  John  Nes- 
bitt’s story  is  the  thing,  though.  Worth 
while. 


Gallopin'  Gals 

M-G-M  (Color  Cartoon)  8 Mins. 

An  amusing  bit  of  nonsense  has  been 
cooked  up  here.  The  plot  details  the  gos- 
sip and  Smalltalk  indulged  in  by  a stable- 
full  of  fillies  waiting  for  a race.  It’s 
typically  feminine  talk  but  nonethe- 
less very  funny  and  the  accompanying  nar- 
ration increases  the  humor.  Maggie,  a 
brokendown  milkwagon  horse,  wins  the 
big  event.  Also,  there  is  a filly  fashion 
show  and  other  frivolous  flights  of  imag- 
ination. Worth  while. 


Gain  Fishin 

M-G-M  (Our  Gang)  10  Mins. 

The  juveniles  decide  to  go  fishing  so 
early  that  they  sleep  at  the  bus  stop. 
However,  in  ensuing  footage,  it  turns  out 
that  they  hardly  go  50  feet,  so  engrossed 
do  they  become  in  arguing  with  the  bus 
conductor,  the  annoyed  passengers,  a flat 
tire  and  a cop,  that  the  sun  comes  up  and 
they  decide  to  cancel  the  jaunt.  It’s  a 
little  better  than  the  usual  Our  Gang 
offering. 


Holiday  Highlights 

Vitaphone  (Merrie  Melody)  7 Mins. 

Gags  ranging  from  weak  to  mediocre  are 
worked  into  the  Technicolor  animation  of 
this  novelty  which,  with  tongue-in-cheek, 
shows  a turkey  presiding  at  a Thanksgiv- 
ing dinner,  George  Washington  telling  his 
father  off,  Santa  Claus  selling  ice  cream 
from  his  sleigh.  Good  for  youngsters. 


the  vacation.  And  most  of  the  trouble  is 
traced  to  pop-in-law  because  he  forgot  to 
mail  the  payments  on  the  car.  It  winds 
up  with  the  final  blow — the  removal  of  the 
trailer  by  the  finance  company — attributed 
to  Edgar  because  he  forgot  to  mail  the 
necessary  payment. 
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Columbia 

Angels  Over  Broadway 

Played  this  one  ten  days  after  release 
date;  however,  this  didn't  seem  to  help  at 
the  boxoffice.  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  is 
only  a fair  drawing  card  here.  Picture  a 
little  draggy;  otherwise  a good  show.  Busi- 
ness not  quite  up  to  par.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  22-10.  Rural- 
town  patronage.  Population:  650.  Capac- 
ity: 408, — Jack  Story,  Mary  Agnes,  James- 
town, Ky. 

Mad  Men  of  Europe 

Very  good.  Should  please  if  you  can 
play  early.  Tuesday.  Weather;  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 850.  Capacity:  384. — R.  M.  Enloe, 
Wahoo,  Dubach,  La. 

First  National 

All  This,  and  Heaven  Too 

Good  picture,  good  acting,  but  no  good 
for  small  towns.  They  don’t  go  for  that 
heavy  drama  here.  What  people  want  now- 
adays is  comedy  and  action  pictures.  Mon., 
Tues.  Weather;  Fair.  Admission:  28-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  2,800. 
Capacity:  400. — Irvin  Baker  jr..  Roaring 
Spring,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY.  BOXOF- 
FICE. 4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Paramount 

Dr.  Cyclops 

A bit  fantastic.  Story  very  weak.  Not 
much  to  it.  No  comment  by  the  few  who 
came.  Amused  the  kids.  Below  par  at 
boxoffice.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather;  Rain. 
Admission:  28-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  2,000. — Frank  Medley,  Palace, 
Monterey,  Tenn. 

Untamed 

The  Technicolor  carried  this  one,  espe- 
cially the  snow  scenes,  which  predomi- 
nated. Audience:  Liked  it.  Boxoffice: 
Good.  Admission:  40-10.  General  patron- 
age. Population,  710.  Capacity:  263. — E. 
A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way,  Wicken- 
burg,  Ariz. 

RKO  Radio 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Boom  Town 

Played  at  advanced  prices  and  had  no 
kicks  on  the  price.  However,  some  said 
they  had  seen  just  as  good  pictures  at 
regular  admission  prices.  Business  was 
way  above  my  expectations  and  picture 
pleased  very  well.  All  five  stars  did  a 
splendid  job  of  acting.  Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  35-15.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  1,080.  Capac- 
ity: 300. — Melville  Danner,  Kozy,  Granite, 
Okla. 

Golden  Fleecing 

Comment:  Not  so  hot.  Audience  reac- 
tion: Not  so  hot.  Boxoffice:  Not  so  hot. 
But  it  didn’t  smell  so  we  won’t  bellyache. 
Admission:  40-10.  General  patronage. 

Population:  710.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A. 
Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 

Waterloo  Bridge 

Another  builder-up-er.  A few  didn’t 
like  this  but  on  the  whole  it  was  a grand 
love  story  and  that’s  what  it  takes.  Sad 
ending  but  logical.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  2,500. — W.  H.  Hib- 
bert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan, 
Ore. 


FRIENDLY  SERVICE 
SAVES  TIME  AND  MONEY 

Postal 

Telegraph 


CHARGES  FOR  TELEGRAMS 
•PHONED  IN  APPEAR  ON  YOUR 


Prairie  Law 

George  O’Brien  is  always  good  and  this 
was  no  exception.  Played  with  “I  Want 
a Divorce”  and  did  average  business.  Sat., 
Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  28-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  2,800. 
Capacity:  400. — Irvin  Baker  jr..  Roaring 
Spring,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Tom  Brown's  School  Days 

A picture  that  all  young  folks  and  chil- 
dren should  see,  but  won’t,  with  the  result 
that  it  is  a flop  at  the  boxoffice.  Those 
who  came  liked  it.  Admission:  40-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  710.  Capac- 
ity: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Republic 

Dark  Command 

Didn’t  see  this  but  figures  show  not  a 
heavy  sales  report.  I think  the  public  is 
tired  of  this  theme.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  2,500. — W.  H.  Hib- 
bert,  H’-Way  and  Gay- Way,  Sheridan, 
Ore. 

One  Man  s Law  and 
Earl  of  Puddlestone 

Don  Barry  not  popular.  Higgins  Family 
liked  by  country  trade.  Light  family  pic- 
tures you  enjoy,  but  forget  the  next  day. 
Average  take.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good 
and  hot.  Admission:  20-10.  Capacity:  240. 
— E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark. 

Three  Faces  West 

Above  average  for  Republic  but  no  spe- 
cial. Picture  drags  at  times.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Ca- 
pacity: 240. — E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark, 
Ark. 


20th  Century-Fox 

Four  Sons 

Good  picture.  Story  not  so  good.  Busi- 
ness below  normal.  Too  many  German 


stories.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Fine. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,150.  Capacity:  300. — Lester  Meyer, 
Strand,  Chillicothe,  Tex. 

Girl  in  313 

Just  a filler  when  you’re  not  particular. 
Ran  Bargain  Night  to  below  average  busi- 
ness. Thursday.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
20-10.  Capacity:  240. — E.  B.  Wacaster, 
Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark. 

Sailor's  Lady 

A flop  for  a major  company,  but  will  get 
by  on  a double  bill.  Too  bad  to  put  good 
players  in  this  in  order  to  make  another 
picture.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Hot  and  dry. 
Admission:  20-10.  Capacity:  240. — E.  B. 
Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark. 

Universal 

Alias  the  Deacon 

Just  as  good  as  “Cornin’  Round  the 
Mountain”  was  bad.  Played  late  on  a 
mid-week  date  to  average  business  and  a 
well-pleased  audience.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 26-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,200.  Capacity:  300. — Allan  Banks, 
Vogue,  Remsen,  la. 

When  the  Daltons  Rode 

A thriller  of  the  old  west  with  plenty  1 
of  action  to  please  everybody.  Business 
good.  Played  on  Cash  Nites.  Thurs.,  Fri. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  28-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  2,800.  Ca- 
pacity: 400. — Irvin  Baker  jr..  Roaring 
Spring,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Warner  Bros. 

Flight  Angels 

Good  action  picture  that  pleases  gener-  ^ 
ally.  Little  more  than  average  business. 

Not  a top  picture,  but  not  one  you’ll  be  ] 
ashamed  to  show  anytime.  Wed.,  Thurs.  j 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  20-10.  Ca-  i 
pacity:  240. — E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark,  i 
Ark. 

Sea  Hawk,  The 

The  best  WB  show  we  have  played  re- 
cently, but  failed  to  draw  as  we  expected. 

All  those  who  saw  it  thought  it  very  good.  ' 
Seemed  to  appeal  only  to  masculine  trade, 
though.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Rural  and  small 
town  patronage. — Doc  Davis,  Granada, 
Oxford,  Neb. 

rt  

They  Round  Out  His  ! 

Program  "Beautifully" 

In  a letter  to  The  Exhibitor  Has  His  I 
Say  department  of  BOXOFFICE,  Allan 
Banks,  operator  of  the  Vogue  in  Remsen, 
la.,  has  only  praise  for  Universal's  two- 
reel  musical  series.  He  writes:  'j 

”We  have  played  'I  Dream  of  leannie,' 
'Naughty  Nineties'  and  'Class  in  Swing,'  ' 
and  for  a variety  of  entertainment  they  ' 
are  the  tops.  Produced  like  a vaudeville 
performance  of  several  acts,  they  are 
outstanding  in  entertainment  value  and 
round  out  the  average  program  beauti-  | 
fully.'' 


BOXOFFICE  : : November  9.  1940  i 
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Features  sehediiled  for  release  beyond  dates  In  the  Booking  Chart 
are  listed  herein.  Hanning:  time,  as  furnished  by  home  office  ol 
distributor,  follows  title.  As  local  conditions  such  as  censorship 
sub.ieet  this  to  ehanere,  checkup  with  exchange  is  recommended. 


Pr.id.  No.  Tilie 


Stars 


Keieased  Reviewed 


COLUMBIA 

.Across  the  Sierra  (..) Bill  Elliott,  Luana  Walters Feb.  13,  '41 

.Arizona  (..)  Jean  Arthur,  William  Holden  

.Blondie  Goes  I.4itin  (..) Penny  Singrleton 

.Great  Swindle,  The  (..) Jack  Holt,  Marjorie  Rej'nolds 

Phantom  Submarine,  The  Anita  Fouise  Deo^  IG 

.Pinto  Kid,  The  (..) Charles  Starrett  Jan.  9,  *41 

.This  Thinjr  Called  Fove  Ro.salind  Russell,  Melvyn  Dougrlas Dec.  31 


riigrht  Command 
Keeping:  Company  ( . . ) 
Philadelphia  Story  (..) 


M-G-M 

Robert  Taylor,  Walter  Pidgreon, 
John  Shelton,  Ann  Rutherford 
Katharine  Hepburn,  Cary  Grant 


Dec.  20 


MONOGRAM 


Her  Father’s  Daugrhter  Edith  Fellows,  Wilbur  Evans Dec.  22 

Fnder  Texa.s  »Stars  (..) Tex  Ritter  Dec.  29 

You’re  Out  of  Fuck  (..) Frankie  Darro  Jan.  5,  '41 


PARAMOUNT 

Aldrich  Family  in  IJfe  With 

Henry  (..)  Jackie  Cooper,  Hedda  Hopper Jan.  31,  '41 

Date  AVith  Destiny,  A (..)...  Basil  Rathbone,  Ellen  Drew.. Jan.  17,  '41 

Doomed  Caravan  (..) AAllliam  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden Jan.  24,  '41 

I Wanted  Winffs  (..) Ray  Milland,  AAMlliam  Holden Feb.  21,  '41 

Fove  Thy  Neigrhbor  (..) Jack  Benny,  Fred  Allen,  Mary  Martin..  Dec.  27 

Second  Chorus  (..) Fred  Astaire,  Paulette  Goddard Jan.  10,  '41 

^Southerner,  The  (..) Madeleine  Carroll,  Fred  MacMiirray . . . . Feb.  14,  '41 

1270.  .A’ictory  (..)  .Fredric  Alarch,  Betty  Field..  Jan.  3,  '41 

You’re  the  One  (..) Bonnie  Baker,  Orrin  Tucker Feb.  7,  *41 


PRODUCERS  RELEASING  CORP. 


10G..Tt  Hap|>eiied  to  Me  (..) Henry  Armetta  Dec.  19 

lG.3..Fone  Rider  No.  1 (..) Georgre  Houst<»n  Dec.  20 

108.  .Never  Say  No  (..).. Jan.  2 

107 . . Secret  Evidence  ( . . ) Dec.  2G 


REPUBLIC 

Fla^ole  Needs  a Flag:,  A (..).  Floyd  Nolan,  Doris  Davenport 
Fone  Star  Raider  ( . . ) Three  Mesquiteers  


tka  Aiaklna 

COLUMBIA 

Blondie  Goes  I.atin — Penny  Singleton,  Arthur  Lake, 
Ruth  Terry,  Tito  Guizar.  Director:  Frank  R. 
Strayer.  Producer:  Robert  Sparks.  Original 
Screenplay:  Karen  de  Wolf.  (Starting) 

(In  which  the  Bumsteads  embark  on  a South 
American  holiday). 

North  of  the  Fone  Star — Bill  Elliott.  Director: 
Lambert  Hillyer.  Producer:  Leon  Barsha. 
(Western  melodrama  with  Elliott  again  portray- 
ing Wild  Bill  Hickok). 

Face  Behind  the  Mask — Peter  Lorre.  Director: 
Robert  Florey.  Producer:  Wallace  MacDonald. 
(Chiller-melodrama). 

This  Thing  Called  Love — Rosalind  Russell,  Melvyn 
r)ouglas,  Binnie  Barnes,  Gloria  Dickson,  Allyn 
Joslyn.  Director:  Ale.xander  Hall.  Producer:  Wil- 
liam Perl  berg.  (Completed) 

M-G-M 

Men  tif  Boys  Town — Spencer  Tracy,  Mickey  Roo- 
ney, Paul  Kelly,  Mary  Nash,  Bobs  Watson.  Di- 
rector: Norman  Taurog.  Producer:  John  W. 
Considine  jr.  Screenplay:  Dore  Schary.  (Starting) 
(Sequel  to  “Boys  Town,”  showing  what  happens 
to  boys  who  go  out  into  the  world  from  Father 
Flanagan’s  famous  school). 

MONOGRAM 

I'lider  Texas  Stars — Tex  Ritter,  Slim  Andrews, 
Virginia  Carpenter,  Carl  Shrum  and  His  Rhythm 
Rangers.  Director:  A1  Herman.  Producer:  Ed- 
ward Finney.  Screenplay:  Robert  Emmet. 

(Completed) 

Her  Father’s  Daughter — Edith  Fellows,  Wilbur 
Evans,  Jarqueline  Wells,  Marian  Kerby.  Direc- 
tor: Edward  Dmytryk.  Producer:  I.  E.  Chadwick. 
Original:  Gene  Stratton-Porter.  Screenplay: 

Adele  Comandini.  (Completed) 

PARAMOUNT 

Road  to  Zan/ibur,  The — Bob  Hope,  Bing  Crosby, 
I)orothy  Lamour.  Director:  Victor  Schertzinger. 
Producer:  Paul  Jones.  Original:  Don  Hartmann, 
Sy  Bartlett.  (Starting) 

(A  companion  piece  to  the  musical  comedy,  “The 
Road  to  Singapore,”  which  toplined  the  same 
cast). 

In  Old  (kilorado — William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden, 
Dana  Dale,  Andy  Clyde,  Morris  Ankrum.  Direc- 
tor: Howard  Bretherton.  Producer:  Harry  Sher- 
man. (Completed) 


RKO  RADIO 


Citizen  Kane  (.  ) 

112  . Kitty  Foyle  

Fee  Mareus  Production 

No,  No,  Nanette  (..).. 

Play  Girl  ( . . ) 


Orson  AVelles  Jan.  3,  *41 

Ginger  Rogers  

.(title  later)  Dec.  20 

.Anna  Neagle  Dec.  27 

Kay  Francis,  Janies  Ellison 


20TH-FOX 

112.  .Bride  Wore  Crutches  (5.5)  ....  Fynne  Roberts,  Ted  North ..............  July  27 

123..0Cha<l  Hanna  (..) Henry  Fonda,  Dorothy  I.amour Dec.  27  

Golden  Hoofs  (..) Jane  Withers,  Charles  (Buddy)  Rogers.  

115. -Hudson's  Bay  (..) Paul  Muni,  Virginia  Field Jan.  3,  '41  

Michael  Shayne,  Private 

Detective  (..)  Lloyd  Nolan,  Marjorie  Weaver.. 

122  . Jennie  (..)  William  Henry,  Dorris  Bowdon Dec.  20  

Ride,  Kell.v,  Ride  (..) Eugene  Pallette,  Rita  Quigley 


RKO  RADIO 

Along  the  Rio  Grande — Tim  Holt.  Emmett  Lynn. 
Director:  Eldward  Killy.  Producer:  Bert  Gilroy. 

(Starting) 

(Third  in  the  new  series  of  westerns  starring 
Tim  Holt). 

REPUBLIC 

Bowery  Boy — Jimmy  Lydon,  Louise  Campbell, 
Dennis  O’Keefe,  Helen  Vinson.  Director:  William 
Morgan.  Producer:  Armand  Schaefer.  Original: 
Sam  Fuller.  Screenplay:  Robert  Chapin,  Harry 
Kronman.  Eugene  Solow.  (Starting) 

(Drama  of  the  New  York  tenements  with  Jimmy 
Lydon  as  a street  waif  and  Dennis  O’Keefe  por- 
traying a settlement-house  doctor). 

Lone  Star  Raiders — Bob  Livingston,  Bob  Steele, 
Rufe  Davis,  June  Johnson,  Rex  Lease,  Sarah 
Padden.  Director:  George  Sherman.  Producer: 
Lou  Gray.  (Completed) 


UNITED  ARTISTS 

• Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop  Martha  Seott,  M’illiam  Gargran.... 

Flotsam  ( . . ) Fredric  Mareh,  Marffaret  Sullavan 

.^Great  Dietator,  The  (129) ..  Charles  Chaplin,  Paulette  Goddard 

Kood  show  (..) Adolphe  Menjoii,  Carole  I.andis.... 

.©Thief  of  Bagdad  (106) Conrad  Veidt,  Sabu  


UNIVERSAL 

Back  Street  (..) Mjtrgaret  Sullavan,  Charles  Boyer 

Boss  of  Bullion  City  (..) Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Fuzzy  Knight ...  . 

Dark  Street  of  Cairo  (..) Sigrid  (iurie 

Give  t'S  Wings  (..) Little  Tough  Guys,  Wallace  Ford.  

Lucky  Devils  (..) Richard  Arlen,  And.v  Devine,. 

San  Francisco  Docks  (..)....  Burgess  Meredith,  Irene  Hervey 

.Six  Lessons  From  Madame 

FaZonga  ( . . ) 

.Trail  of  the  A'igilantes  ( . . ) . . . Franchot  T<uie,  Peggy  Moran 

.AVhere  Did  You  Get  That 

Girl?  (..)  Helen  Parrish,  I.,eoii  Errol 


WARNER  BROS. 

Four  Mothers  (..) Fane  Sisters  

High  Sierra  (..) Humphrey  Bogart,  Ida  Fupino.  . 

Honeymoon  for  Three  (..)....  George  Brent,  Ann  Sheridan.... 

Meet  .John  Doe  ( . . ) Gary  Cooper,  Barbara  Stanwyck . 

Santa  Fe  Trail  (..) Krrid  Flynn,  Olivia  de  Havilland 


.Tan. 

•Jan. 

24 

10 

Dee. 

20 

Jan. 

3 

.Jan. 

10 

.Jan. 

17 

Dee. 

27 

Jan. 

3 

Oet.  26 
Oet.  19 


UNITED  ARTISTS 

That  Fncertaiii  Feeling — Merle  Oberon,  Melvyn 
Douglas,  Burgess  Meredith,  Olive  Blakeney.  Pro- 
ducer-Director: Ernst  Lubitsch.  (Starting) 

(Sophisticated  comedy,  Lubitsch’s  first  with  an 
entirely  American  background). 

UNIVERSAL 

Nice  Girl — Deanna  Durbin,  Franchot  Tone,  Helen 
Broderick,  Robert  Stack,  Walter  Brennan.  Direc- 
tor: William  Seiter.  Producer:  Joe  Pasternak. 

(Starting) 

(Romantic  comedy  with  musical  interpolations). 
Invisible  Woman,  The — John  Barrymore.  Virginia 
Bruce,  John  Howard,  Charles  Ruggles,  Oscar 
Homolka,  Anne  Nagel.  Director:  A.  Edward 
Sutherland.  Producer:  Burt  Kelly.  Original:  Joe 
May,  Kurt  Siodmak.  Screenplay:  Robert  Lees, 
Fred  Rinaldo,  Gertrude  Purcell.  (Completed) 

WARNER-FN 

Far  Horizon — Bette  Davis,  George  Brent.  Director: 
Edmund  Goulding.  Producer:  Henry  Blanke. 
Original:  Polan  Banks.  Screenplay:  Lenore  Cof- 
fee, Michael  Hogan,  Richard  Sherman. 

(Starting) 

(Romantic  drama  reuniting  the  stars  of  “Dark 
Victory”). 

Wagons  Roll  at  Night,  The — Humphrey  Bogart, 
Eddie  Albert.  Sylvia  Sidney,  Joan  Leslie.  Direc- 
tor: Ray  Enright.  Producer:  Harlan  Thompson. 

(Completed) 
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AN  INTERPRETATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  OPINIONS  DEDUCED  FROM 
THE  LANGUAGE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  PAPER  REVIEWS. 


Th«  plus  and  minus  sierns  Indicate  the  deeree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Where  our  compiler  is  unable  to  form 
any  opinion  from  the  review  the  sisrn  “o”  is  used.  Blank  spaces  Indicate  no  review.  This  department  serves  also  as  an 
Alphabetical  Index  to  feature  releases.  Listing's  cover  reviews  appearing:  by  the  Saturday  preceding:  date  of  this  issue. 
It  will  be  broug:ht  up  to  date  from  week  to  week.  The  meaning:  of  the  various  signs  and  t'leir  combinations  is  as  follows: 


HVery  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  -i- Mediocre;  — Poor;  — Very  Poor 

In  the  summary  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  =:  as  2 minuses. 
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All  This,  and  Heaven  Too  (FN) 
Andy  Hardy  Meets 

+f 

+f 
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16+ 

Debutante  (M-G-M)  
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++ 

-H- 

14+ 

Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col)  . . 
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Before  I Hang  (Col) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

5+ 
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++ 
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3+  6— 
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Calling  All  Husbands  (WB)  . . . 
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Captain  Caution  (UA)  
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Carolina  Moon  (Rep) 
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Carson  City  Kid  (Rep) 
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Chamber  of  Horrors  (Mono)  . . . 
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2— 

Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax 
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Code  of  the  Cactus  (SR) 

— 

1— 

Colorado  (Rep)  

±: 
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Coinin’  Kound  the  Mountain 

(Para)  

— 
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4+ 

7— 

Cross  Country  Romance  (RKO) 
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+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

»+ 

2— 

D 


Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (KKO) . . . 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

8+ 

3— 

Dancing:  on  a Dime  (Para) .... 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+ 

3— 

Devil's  Island  (WB) 

+ 

2+ 

1— 

Diamond  Frontier  (Univ) 

zh 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+ 

6— 

Dispatch  From  Reuters  (WB) 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

O 

44 

44 

14+ 

Dr.  Christian  Meets  the 

Women  (RKO)  

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

»+ 

4— 

Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home 

(M-G-M)  

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

7+ 

Doomed  to  Die  (Mono) 

zt 

± 
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— 

7+ 

6- 

Down  Argentine  Way  (20-Fox) 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

Dreaming  Out  Loud  (RKO) . . . 

it 

— 

+ 

+ 

7+ 
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Drums  of  the  Desert  (Mono)  . . 
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+ 
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6+ 
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+ 
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+ 

+ 
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Durango  Kid,  The  (Col) 

+ 

+ 

4+ 
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Earl  of  Puddlestone  (Kep) .... 

it  ± 
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+ 

7+  6- 

Earthbound  (20th-Fox)  

— — 

O 
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5+  6- 

East  of  the  River  (WB) 

d: 

it 

4+  4— 

Escape  (M-G-M)  

44 

44 

44 
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+ 

9+ 

Everything  Is  Rhythm  (Astor) 

1+  1- 

F 

Fargo  Kid  (KKO)  

-4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+ 

Father  Is  a Prince  (WB)  . . . 

Fight  for  I.ife,  The  (Col) 

Five  Little  Peppers  In 

Trouble  (Col)  

Flowing  Gold  (WB)  

Foreigm  Corresi>ondent  (UA) 

Four  Sons  (20th-Fox) 

Frontier  Crusader  (PKC) .... 
Frontier  Vengfcance  (Cniv)  . . 

Fugitive,  The  (Cniv) 

Fugitive  From  Justice  (WB) 
Fugitive  From  a I’rison  Camp 
(Col)  


G 

Gambling  on  High  Seas  (WB) . 
Gay  Caballero,  The  (20th-Fox) 

Ghost  Breakers  (Para) 

Girl  From  Avenue  A (20th-Fox) 
Girl  From  God's  Countr.v  (Kep) 

Girl  From  Havana  (Rep) 

Girl  in  31.S  (20th-Fo.v) 

Girls  of  the  Road  (Col) 

Glamour  for  Sale  (Col) 

Golden  Fleecing,  The  (M-G-M) 

Golden  (iloves  (Para) 

Golden  Trail,  The  (Mono) 

Gold  Rush  Slaisio  (M-G-M) . . . 

Grand  Ole  Opry  (Rep) 

Great  Dictator,  The  (CA) 

Great  McGinty,  The  (Para).... 
Great  Profile,  The  (30th-Fox) . 
Gun  Code  (PRC)  

H 

Haunted  Honeyinoon  (M-G-M) 

Haunted  House  (Mono) 

He  Stayed  for  Breakfast  (Col) 

Hidden  Gold  (Para) 

Hired  Wife  (Uiiiv)  

Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Kep) 

Hold  That  Woiiuin  (PKC) 

Howards  of  Virginia  (Col) .... 
Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)  

I 

1 Can't  Give  You  Anything 

But  Love  (Univ) 

I I.ove  You  Again  (M-G-M) . . . 
I Married  Adventure  (Col) .... 

I Want  a Divorce  (Para) 

I’m  Nobody’s  Sweetheart 

Now  (Cniv)  

Pm  Still  Alive  (RKO) 

In  Disguise  (20th-Fox) 

E 

Kit  Carson  (DA)  

Knute  Rockne — All  American 
(WB)  
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LaConga  Nights  (Cniv) 

Laddie  (RKO)  

Lad.v  in  Question,  The  (Col) . . 

Ladies  Must  Live  (FN) 

Last  Alarm  (Mono) 

Laughing  at  Danger  (Mono)  . . . 
Leather  Pushers,  The  (Univ)  . . 
Leopard  Men  of  Africa  (SR) . . 
Lightning  Strikes  West  (SR) . . 
Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ)  . . . 

Little  Miss  Molly  (Mono) 

I.one  Wolf  Meets  a Lady  (Col) 
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6+  4— 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

10+  4— 

+ 

-H- 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

-H- 

44 

14+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

8+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  6— 

1+  1- 

+ 

+ 

± + 

44  ± 

44 

9+  2— 

44 

44 

44  44  44 

44  44 

44 

16+ 

-(- 

-4- 

H- 

± 

± 

di 

8+  8— 

dr 

di 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  4- 

+ 

-t- 

± 

+ 

± 

+ 

8+  2— 

+ 

— 

o 

+ 

6+  4— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  4- 

-f 

It 

zh 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  3— 

+ 

zh 

44 

+ 

+ 

7+  2— 

+ 

2+  1- 

2+  2— 

44 

+ 

+ 

-H- 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

13+ 

d: 

o 

1+  1- 

+ 

-4 

6+  3— 
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H Very  Good;  + Good;  — Fair;  -t- Mediocre;  — Poor;  —Very  Poor 


In  the  summary  fi  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  — as  2 minuses. 


Title  Distr. 

0 

CO 

X 

“ r 

’E 1 

53  57 

Variety 

a “ 

> Ji 
o s 

X h 

Film  Daily 

Holly  wood 
Reporter 

Hollyw  ood 

V ariety 

Summary 

Long:  Voyagre  Home  (UA) 

+ 

++ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13-4 

Love,  Honor  and  Oh  Haby 

(1  niv)  

_ 

o 

2-1-  6— 

l.neUy  Cisco  Kid  (20tli-rox) . . . 

— 

± 

+ 

zp 

di 

6-1-  6— 

Lucky  Partners  (KKO) 

++ 

++ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

15+ 

M 

+ 

+ 

-f- 



+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

6-1-  2— 
9+ 

Man  I Married  (20th-Fox) 

Man  M’ho  J'alked  Too  Much, 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

The  (WB)  

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4— 

Manhattan  IIeartl>eat  (SO-Fox) 

— 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

6-1-  3— 

^largrie  (Unix)  

it 

ZjZ 

o 

d: 

ip 

6+ 

Maryland  (20th-i'’ox)  

+ 

+ 

44 

o 

-4 

-4 

8-1-  2- 

.Mayor’s  Dilemma  (Alliance) . . . 

-4 

1+ 

Meet  the  Wiidcat  (Univ) 

— 

+ 

— 

it 

+ 

it 

6-f  5— 

Melody  and  M(HinIig:ht  (Rep) . . 

=5Z 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

10-f  2— 

-Men  Against  the  Sky  (KKO).. 

+ 

-1- 

44 

+ 

+ 

8+  1- 

Mercy  Plane  (P-K-C) 

Mexican  Spitfire  Ont  West 

2+  2— 

(KKO)  

+ 

+ 

=;= 

+ 

+ 

+ 

it 

7-1-  2— 

Military  Academy  (C'ol) 

It 

It 

-4 

± 

+ 

+ 

7-}-  4— 

Millionaires  in  Prison  (RKO). 

+ 

It 

+ 

+ 

-4 

o 

-4 

7-f  2— 

Money  and  tlie  Woman  (WB). 

it 

± 

— 

+ 

it 

=P 

di 

7-f  7— 

Moon  Over  Burma  (Para) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

8+  1- 

Mortai  Storm.  The  (M-G-iM).. 

■H 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

13+ 

Mummy’s  Hand,  The  (Univ).. 

+ 

_ 

ip 

o 

+ 

+ 

5-t-  3— 

.Marder  In  the  Air  (FN) 

+ 

± 

ip 

+ 

± 

o 

IP 

6+  4— 

Murder  in  the  Niffht  (SK)  .... 

= 

— 

2+  5— 

My  l.ove  Fame  Back  (FN).... 

+ 

+ 

+4 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

9+ 

.Mystery  Sea  Raider  (Para) .... 

-1- 

+ 

-4 

4+ 

+ 

+ 

9-f-  2— 

N 

New  .>loon  (M-(i-M) 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

44 

12+ 

Niglit  Train  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4+ 

\<i  rime  lor  t'oniedj  (WI5).. 
North  \Vest  Mounted  Police 

++ 

-1- 

-4 

44 

44 

+ 

-4 

11-)-  1- 

(Para)  

++ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

o 

Oklahoma  Renegrades  (Rep)... 

+ 

-4 

-4 

o 

3+ 

OI’  Swimmin’  Hole  (Mono)  .... 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

it 

6-)-  1- 

On  the  >p<d  (Mono) 

One  ('ame  Ilcnne  (M-G-M) 

— 

+ 

u 

+ 

— 

5+  S- 

One  Crowded  Nig:ht  (RKO)... 

± 

± 

+ 

-4 

+ 

-4 

+ 

8-1-  3— 

One  Man’s  Law  (Rep) 

± 

+ 

+ 

5-f  3— 

One  Million  B.  C.  (UA) 

One  Niffht  in  the  Tropics 

— 

+ 

o 

6-)-  6— 

(Univ)  

Out  West  With  the  Peppers 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4+ 

(Col)  

P 

Passport  to  Alcatraz  (Col) 

— 

— 

+ 

rr 

— 

3+  7- 

+ 

+ 

-4 

64-  4— 

Pastor  Hall  (UA) 

tt 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

lO-f-  2— 

PliaiKoni  Haiders  (M-G-M) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

8-)-  1- 

Phantom  Wag:<jn,  The  (Col).... 

+ 

1+ 

Pier  1.2  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

d: 

-4 

8-1-  3— 

Pop  Always  Pays  (HKO) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

7-1-  2— 

Prairie  Ijaw  (KivO) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

6-f  1- 

Pride  and  Prejudice  (M-G-M) 

+ 

++ 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

13+ 

Private  Affairs  (Ciiiv) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f  3— 

Public  Deb  No.  1 (20tIi-Fox) . . 

- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

T 

6-f  4— 

Q 

Quarterback,  The  (Para) 

it 

It 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f-  5— 

(Jiieen  of  I)es)iny  (KKO) 

44 

44 

4+ 

(pieen  of  the  Mob  (Para) 

lil 

-4 

-4 

-4 

it 

— 

7-f  5- 

Queen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono)  . . . 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

6-f  2— 

R 


Kagrtime  Cowboy  Joe  (Univ)  . . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

5-f  2- 

Rainbow  Over  the  Rang:e 

(Mono)  

+ 

+ 

d: 

6-f  4- 

Kamiiarts  We  W’ateh  (KKO) . . 

o 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

9-f-  2~ 

Range  Busters  (Mono) 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1+ 

Kanger  and  the  Lady  (Kep),.. 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4+  1- 

Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para).... 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

tt 

44 

13-f  1— 

Iteturn  of  Frank  James  (20-F'ox) 

+ 

+ 

± 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

11-f  1- 

Return  of  Wild  Bill  (Col) 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

3-f  1- 

Khythm  on  the  Kiver  (Para).. 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13+ 

Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep) . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+ 

Riders  From  Nowhere  (Mono) . 

it 

it 

2-f  2— 

River’s  End  (WB) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

6-f  2— 

122 


41 

4 

X 

g* 

t 

® ,* 

ics 

F 4, 

*5 

0 

*s 

p 

9 ct 

It- 

0 

E 

C 

’C 

c 

PM 

£■  0 
c. 

E 

Title  Distr. 

S 

Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ) . . 

e 

ca 

e3  4 

na 

0! 

> 

Vj  H 

s 

S 

© 

so: 

® Z 

X> 

S 

cn 

+ 

1+ 

Nafari  (Para)  

It 

Ijl 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-1-  5— 

Sailor’s  Lady  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

+ 

= 

7-f  7- 

Saint  Takes  Over  (KKO) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

«+ 

Sandy  Is  a Lady  (Univ) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

di 

8-1-  3— 

Scatterbrain  (Rep)  

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f  1- 

Sea  Hawk,  The  (WB) 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

13-f  1— 

Secret  Seven  (Col)  

± 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

6-f  6— 

Seven  Sinners  (Univ) 

it 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6-f  2— 

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep) 

± 

± 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7-f  3- 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M) 

it 

— 

+ 

U 

3-f  7- 

Slightly  Tempted  (Univ) 

d: 

+ 

± 

+ 

+ 

d: 

7+  4- 

So  You  W’on’t  Talk  (Col) 

— 

d: 

it 

It 

di 

+ 

— 

6-f  7— 

Son  of  Roaring  Dan  (Iniv).... 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4+ 

South  of  Pago  Pago  (UA) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

o 

+ 

7+  1- 

South  to  Karaiiga  (Univ) 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

it 

7-f  4- 

Spie.s  in  the  Air  (SR)i 

_ 

It 

1-f  2- 

Sporting  Blood  (M-G-M) 

o 

+ 

it 

+ 

7-f  a- 

Spring  Parade  (Univ) 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

Stage  to  Chino  (RKO) 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+ 

stagecoach  Bar  (Para) 

Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6-f  1- 

(RKO)  

+ 

it 



+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  4- 
5-f  6— 

street  of  Memories  (20th-Fox) . 

+ 

o 

Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M) . 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

Minan  ami  God  (M-G-M)..  ... . 

d: 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

»-f  1- 

T 

Texas  Kaneers  Hide  Aeain 


(Para)  

— 

-1- 

l-f  2- 

That  Gang  of  Mine  (Mono) .... 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

d; 

6-f  4- 

They  Drive  by  Night  (WB) 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

14+ 

They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(KKO)  

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

14-f  1— 

Thief  of  Bagdad  (UA) 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

Third  Finger,  Left  Hand 

(M-G-M)  

44 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

Tho^e  Were  the  Days  (Para).. 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f  1- 

Tliree  Faces  W'est  (Rep) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

»-f  2— 

Three  Men  From  Texas  (Para) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+ 

Thundering  Frontier  (CUd) .... 

— 

it 

— 

It 

3-f  5— 

Too  Many  Girls  (RKO) 

+ 

di 

+ 

4+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13-f  1— 

T.  Iti (mil's  Scliool  lliijs  (KItO) 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14f 

Ti4rpedo  Raider  (Mono) 

+ 

34  «- 

Trail  Blazers  (Rep) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

4+ 

Trailin’  Double  Trouble  (Mono) 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

6-f  2— 

Triple  Justice  (RKO)  

+ 

d: 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6-f  1- 

Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again 

(UA)  

+ 

d: 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f  3— 

Tulsa  Kid,  The  (Kep) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7-f  3- 

u 

lender  Texas  Skies  (Kep) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

5-f  1- 

Untamed  (Para)  

— 

+ 

+ 

o 

6-f  6- 

Up  in  the  Air  (Mono) 

+ 

d: 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6-f  1- 

V 

Villain  Still  Pursued  Her, 

The  (KKO)  

- 

- 

o 

5-f  7- 

W 

Wagon  Train  (RKO)  

+ 

+ 

d: 

o 

+ 

+ 

5-f  1- 

U'agons  Westward  (Kep) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

7+  3- 

Way  of  All  Flesh  (Para) 

± 

— 

— 

— 

5-f-  8— 

We  Who  Are  Young  (M-G-M) . 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

10-f  4— 

Best  of  Abilene  (Col) 

+ 

+ 

4-f  2- 

Westerner,  The  (UA) 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

12-f  1— 

B'hen  the  Daltons  Kode  (Univ) 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

Who  Is  Guilty?  (Mono) 

— 

d: 

4-f  6— 

Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie? 

(Kep)  

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+ 

Wildcat  Bus  (RKO)  

= 

= 

4+  8- 

W'ibi  Hor«e  Range  (Mono)..,. 

3-f  3- 

Women  in  W^ar  (Rep) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f  1- 

World  in  Flames  (Para) 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

8+ 

Wyoming  (M-G-M)  

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

0-f  1- 

Y 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

d: 

+ 

6-f  4- 

Young  Bill  Hickok  (Rep) 

di 

+ 

+ 

+ 

5+  2— 

Young  People  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

10+ 

You’re  Not  So  Tough  (Univ).... 

d: 

— 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

6-f  4- 

Youth  Will  Be  Served 

(20th-Fox)  

+ 

+ 

— 

+ 

4-f  2— 

Yukon  Flight  (Mono) . 

+ 

2-f  1- 

BOXOFFICE 

November  9,  1940 

Numeral  id  production  number.  Itiiiiiiing:  time  follows  title.  First  date  is  national 
release,  second  the  date  of  review  in  BOXOFFICK ; both  1910  unless  otherwise 
specified.  The  symbol  between  the  dates  is  rating:  from  tlie  BOXOFFICF  review: 
H Very  g:ood,  + Goo<l,  ±;  Fair,  zp  Mediocre,  — Foor,  = Very  Poor,  Indicates  short 
of  the  week.  Q Indicates  Technicolor. 


Skott5  ^katt 


I’rod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Kat- 
Oate  ing:  Kev’d 


Columbia 


Al.l.-STAU  COMEDIES 
14,35.  .Bool>s  in  the  Woods  (17) 
1438.  . Fireniaii  .Save  5I.v  Choo- 

Clioo  (18)  

1437.. His  Bridal  Frijflit  (l(i)  . 


1431 . .Pardon  M.v  Berth  Marks 
(18)  


9437.  .Trouble  Finds  Andy 


CINESCOPES 


397^.  .Industrial  Green  Island 


(In  Technieolor) 


2503.. 0Mr.  Elephant  Goes  to 


. 5-31 

= 

7-22 

. 8-  9 

+ 

8-31 

. 7-12 

. 4-  5 

. 3-22 

+ 

3-16 

. 9-  6 

1 9-  8 

. 5-17 

6-15 

. 9-20 

-f- 

10-19 

. (i-aS 

. 7-28 

. 4-  6 

7-22 

.10-  4 

-f 

10-19 

. 8-30 

+ 

9-21 

. 9-20 

. 6-16 
5S 

5-31 

6-15 

, 4-19 

+ 

4-27 

10-  4 

8-30 

-f 

10-19 

8-  1 

8-31 

1511..  Ye  Olde  Snap  Shoppe  (7>/4)  6-28 

COl.lIiMBlA  TOCltS 
2551 . .Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 
la  Varre  Productions) 

(11)  8-16 

1558 . . In  the  Land  of  Pagotlas 

(9)  6-14 

2553..  01.  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (10)  9-27 

1557.  .Pleasure  bound  in  Canada 

(9)  5-17 

2552..  5.voy  in  the  Alps  (La 

Varre  Prorluotion)  (10) . 9-13 
C05IMUNITY  SING 

1656..  No.  6 (Medley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28 

FABLES  CABTOONS 

1754.  .Barnyard  Babies  ■ ■ ■ ■ 6-14 

2751.  .Farmer  Tom  Thumb  (6)..  9-13  10-19 

1755..  Pooch  Parade  (6) 7-19 

1753 ..  Practice  Makes  Perfect 

(6)  4-5  ± 4-27 

PHANTASIES  CAKTOONS 

1705..  Fish  Follies  (6) 5-10  .... 

1706..  News  Oddities  (6) 7-19  

17.56..  Peep  in  the  Deep,  A (OVa)  8-23  -f  8-31 

1707 ..  5.hool  Boy  Dreams  (7)...  8-30  -j-  10-19 

SCKEEN  SNAPSHOTS 
(Series  19) 

1856..  No.  6 (10) 3-29  ± 3-16 

Hollywood  Kecreatlons. 

1857..  No.  7 (10) 5-3  

IVarrIrobe  Designers. 

1858.  .No.  8 (10) 6-7  

Cowbo.v  Jubilee. 

1859..  No.  9 (10) 7-10  

Ken  Murray. 

1860..  No.  10  (9) 8-10  ± 8-31 

Jack  Oakie. 

SPORT  KEELS 

1809..  Canvas  Capers  (11) 7-19 

2801..  Master  of  Cue  With  Willie 

Hoppe  (10)  9-20  -f-  10-19 

1808..  5.ving  Strokes  With  Sam 

Snead  (10)  ,.  6-28  

1807.. 51.ort  of  Kings  (10) 5-24  ±;  7-6 

1806.  .Tomorrow’s  Stars  (10)....  4-19  -f-  4-27 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

1406..  A ’I’lumbing  AVe  Will  Go 

(18)  4-19 

2401..  From  Nurse  to  AVorse  (17)  8-23  -f-  8-31 

1408..  How  High  Is  Up  (16) 7-16  = 8-3 

1407..  Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14 

20TH  ANNIVERSARY  SNAPSHOTS 

2851.  .No.  1 (10) 9-  6 

2862..  No.  2 (10) 10-18 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
Series 

1904..  No.  4 (Social  Security) 

(10)  

1905.  .No.  5 (The  Archives)  (11) 

1906..  No.  6 (Our  Nat’l  Defense) 

(10)  

Series  3 

2901..  No.  1 (The  SHnt)  (10) 10-  4 


5-10  -f- 

7-  4 -f- 

8- 30 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

P-  5..Bu.vers  Beware  (20) 8-17 

P-201.. QEyes  of  the  Navy  (20).  10-26 

P-  6.. Soak  the  Old  (20) 8-24 

P-815.  .Think  First  (21) 9-  9 

P-  4.. Women  in  Hiding  (22)....  6-22 
FITZPATRICK  TRAA'ELTALKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

T-211 . . Capitol  City,  The — AVash- 


9-  7 
10-26 
9-28 

7-’6 


I*  rod. 

Xo.  Title 

Kel. 

Date 

Rat- 

ing: 

Rev’d 

Prod. 

No.  Title 

Kel. 

Date 

Rat- 

ing: 

Rev*d 

ingrton,  D.  C.  (9) 

9-  7 

++ 

9-  7 

J9-6..(ll)  

. 6-28 

T-212.  .Cavalcade  of  San  Fran- 

JO-1..  (11)  

. 9-  6 

+ 

lb-  6 

cisco  (9)  

9-28 

9-28 

GKANTEAND  KICF]  SPORT- 

T-  61.. Modern  New  Orleans  (8). 

5-11 

6-22 

LIGHTS 

r-213..01d  New  Mexico  (10) 

10-26 

R9-10..BIue  Streak  (10) 

. 4-19 

6-  4 

T-  60.. Sitka  and  Juneau  <9) 

4-13 

4-27 

RO-  1.. Diving  Demons  (10) 

. 9-  6 

■H- 

10-  5 

T-  62.. Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9).... 

6-  8 

6-  8 

KO-  2.. Sporting  Everglades,  Tire 

MINIATCRES 

(10)  

.10-  4 

iM-79 .. Servants  of  Mankind  (9).. 

5-11 

-f 

6-  8 

K9-13.  .Sink  or  Swim  (10) 

. 7-13 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 

U9-  9.  .Two  of  a Kind  (10) 

. 3-22 

3-23 

W-  90. 

W-  85. 
AV-  89. 
AV-  92. 
W-  26. 
W-  91. 
W-  87. 
AV-  88. 


C-136. 
C-138. 
C-291 . 
C-293. 
t:-137. 
C-292. 


K-126. 

K-123, 

K-124. 

K-122 


(New  Series) 
(Technicolor) 
. Bookworm  Turns,  'The 


STONE  AGE  CARTOONS 
.Foul  Ball  Player,  The 

(7)  5-24 


(8)  ' 

7-20 

+ 

8-31 

B9-  9. 

.Fulla  Bluff  Man,  I’he  (7). 

8-  9 ± 

8 24 

. Home  on  the  Range  (9) . 

3-23 

+ 

3-30 

B9-  3. 

.Granite  Hotel  (7) 

4-26  ± 

5-18 

.Milky  AA'ay,  The  (8) 

6-22 

+ 

7-  6 

B9-11. 

.Pedagogical  Institution  (7) 

0-13 

Papa  Gets  the  Bird  (8)... 

9-  7 

9-38 

B9-10. 

. ^Sl)ring:time  in  the  Rock- 

Rainy  Day,  A (7) 

4-20 

age  (7)  

8-30 

Romeo  in  Rhythm  (8).... 

8-10 

9-  7 

B9-  6. 

.Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 

6-14 

..Swing  Social  (8) 

5-18 

B9-  4. 

.AA’ay  Back  AVhen  a Night 

.Tom  Turkey  (7) 

6-  8 

Club  Was  a ytick  (7) . . . 

5-16 

M-G-M  NEAVS  OF’  THE 

DAY 

B9-  8. 

. AVay  Back  AVhen  a Razz- 

Iteleased  Twice  AVeekly 
OCR  GANG  COM15D1ES 

.All  About  Hash  (11) 3-30 

.Bubbling  Troubles  (11)...  5-25 

.Good  Bad  Boys  (11) 9-  7 

.Goin’  F'ishiii’  (10) 10-26 

.New  Pupil,  Tile  (11) 4-27 

.AValdo’s  Last  Stand  (11).. 10-  6 
PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

.Baron  and  the  Rose,  The 

(11)  

.Hidden  Master,  The  (11) 


berry  Was  a Fruit  (7)..  7-26  -f-  8-17 

B9-12..AA'ay  Back  AVhen  Women 

+ 6-8  Had  Their  AVeigh  (7)...  9-27  

± 7-6  CNUSCAL  OCCCPATIONS 

+ 9-7  (In  Color) 


L9-4..NO.  4 

(10) 

3-29 

-1- 

5-  4 

4-27 

L9-5.  .No.  6 

(10) 

5-31 

5-18 

L9-6..NO.  6 

(11) 

8-  2 

++ 

8-17 

L0-1..NO.  1 

(11) 

9-  7 

+ 

10-  6 

. AVay  in  the  AA'ilderness, 

A (10)  (Sepia) 

.XXX  Medico  (10)  (.Sei; 
PETE  SMITH  SPECI 
S-110..Cat  College  (9)  (.Sepia 
S-107 ..  Domineering  Male,  The 

(10)  

S-113.  .FootbaU  Thrills  of  1939  ( 
S-112. 

S-261. 


.Please  Answer  (9) 

.Quicker’n  a AA’inic  (Sepia) 


S-108. 

S-109. 

X-151 . . 


Spots  Before  Your  Fiyes 

(10)  

AVliat’s  Your  I.  Q.  7 No.  2 

(9)  

SPECIAL 


Paramount 

ANIMATED  ANFICS 


. 9-  7 

■H 

9-28 

. 4-20 

+ 

4-27 

. 6-22 

-f- 

7-  6 

1 3-23 

vitf;s 

4- 

4-37 

. 6-29 

. 3-30 

■H- 

3-30 

9-21 

■H- 

9-28 

8-24 

++ 

9-  7 

10-12 

, 5-  4 

+ 

6-  8 

6-10 

7-  6 

6-14 

W 

5-  4 

HO-1.. Dandy  lion,  The  (7) 

9-20 

-+■ 

10-  5 

HO-3.. Sneak,  Snooi>  & Snitch  (7) 

10-26 

COLOR  CL.VSSICS 

(In  Technicolor) 

C9-4..Kick  in  lime,  A (7) 

-h 

5-18 

C9-5 .. Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7)... 
C9-6..You  (lin’t  Shoe  a Horse- 

7-19 

+ 

8-31 

fly  (7)  

8-23 

-1- 

8-24 

K9-7. 


A9-  9 
A9-  8 


AO-  2. 
AO-  1. 


COLOR  cruisf:s 

(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

.Pacific  Paradise  (10) 6-21 

GABBY  CARTOONS 

King  for  a Day  (7) 

HEADI.INER 
.Blue  Barron  and  His 


Paul  Baron  and  Orch. 
.Listen  to  Larry  (10)... 
.^Moments  of  tJiarm  of 


A9-10.. Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch. 

(11)  

PARAMOUNT  NFIAVS 
Released  Twice  AA’eekly. 
PARAGKAPHICS 

A'9-  9.. Dangerous  Dollars  (11)...  6-28 


10-18 

+ 

10-26 

6-31 

+ 

6-22 

4-26 

+ 

5-  4 

10-25 

+ 

10-26 

9-13 

■H 

10-  5 

7-19 

+ 

8-31 

VO-  1.. Nature’s  Nursery  (10)... 
V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

.10-11 

H- 

10-36 

No.  2 (11) 

9-  9 

8-24 

«-15 

V9-  8.  .0TeIe vision  Preview  (10).  5-17 
(I.anny  Koss-Ted  Husing) 
POPEYE  CARTOONS 
E9-10.  .Doing  Im|>ossikible  Stunts 

-H- 

6-18 

8-  3 

(7)  

. 8-  2 

-f 

8-17 

E9-  9.  .rightin’  Pals  (8) 

E8-ll,.It’s  the  Natural  Thing:  to 

7-12 

-H- 

8-17 

Do  (7)  

. 7-28 

-4- 

8-26 

EO-  5.. Me  Feelings  Is  Hurt  (7). 

4-12 

5-  4 

EO-  2.. My  Pop,  My  Pop  (7) 10-18 

F)9-  8 . Nurse  Mates  (7)  ... 

E9-  6.. Onion  Pacific  (7) .5-24 

EO-  1 . . Popeye  Meets  AVilllam 

Tell  (7)  

E9-12 . . Ihittln’  on  the  Act  (7).. 

1^9-  (..Stealin’  Ain’t  Honest  (7) 

R9-11 . . AVimmin’  Harln’t  Oughta 

Drive  (7)  8-16 

POPULAR  scif:nce 
(In  Cinecolor) 
J9-6..(10)  


10-18 

10-26 

6-21 

-h 

6-22 

9-20 

++ 

10-  5 

8-30 

+ 

8-24 

3-22 

5-  4 

8-10 

5 

+ 

8-24 

6-  3 

+ 

5-  4 

04.105. 
04,107 
04,103, 
04,109 
04,114 
04,113 

04.106. 
04,112 


1-24 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

.Big  Hearted  Pluto  (..). 

.Billposters  (8) 5-17 

.Bone  Trouble  (9) 6-28 

.Donald’s  Dog  Laundry  (8)  5 
.Donald’s  Vacation  (8)...  8-9  fj- 

.Fire  Chief  (..) 11-22 

.Gone  With  the  AVliirlwind 

(..)  11-  1 

.Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8)..  6-  7 
.Mr.  Mouse  Takes  a Trip 
(8)  


+ 5-25 


5 -f 


5-25 

8-10 


.10-11 


Pantry 

Pirate  ( . 

■ ) 

1-  3 

04,110.  .Pluto’s 

Dream  House  (8) . 

8-30 

+ 

9-21 

01,108.  .Put-Put 

Trouble 

(7) 

7-19 

01,101.  .Tug:boat 

Mickey 

(7) 

4-26 

-+- 

5-25 

04,111 . . Window 

Cleaners 

(8) 

9-20 

■H- 

10-26 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMIODIES 

03.404 . .Mutiny  in  the  County  (17)  5-3  .... 

13.401..  5unk  by  the  Census  (18).  9-6  ± 9-21 

03.405.  .’Taint  Legal  (16) 6-24  

204,403.  .Trailer  Tragedy  (17) 10-18  

LEON  IfiRROL  COMEDIES 
03,704.  .Bested  by  a Beard  (20)...  7-36  

13.701..  He  Asked  for  It  (18) 9-27  9-21 

13,702.  .'I’attle  Tale  vision  (19) 11-39  

MARCH  OF’  TIME 


4-13  ± 


03. 109..  No.  9 (19) 

America’s  Youth — 1940. 

03.110..  No.  10  (19) 6-10 

The  Philippines. 

03.111..  No.  11  (18) 6-  7 -f 

The  U.  S.  Navy. 

0.3,113.. No.  12  (17) 8-2-1- 

Si>oils  of  Conquest. 

03,113.  13  (20) 8-34  ff 

Gateways  to  I’anama. 

1.3.101..  No.  1 (19) 

On  Foreign  Newfronts, 

13.103..  No.  2 (18) 10-  4 -f 

Britain's  R.  A.  F. 

13,103.. No.  3 (19) ± 

Mesaco,  Good  Neighbor’s 
Dilemma. 

PATHE  INFORMATION  PI^ASE 


9-13 


4-20 

6-18 

6-23 

8-10 

8- 31 

9- 21 
10-19 
10-26 


04,208. 

.No. 

8 

(10) 

4- 

4-13 

04,209. 

.No. 

9 

(11) 

4-27 

04,210. 

.No. 

10 

(11) 

-H- 

6-22 

04,211. 

. No. 

11 

(10) 

6-14 

-t- 

6-15 

04,213. 

.^^Nfl 

>.  13  (13) 

7-13 

+f 

7-13 

04,213. 

.No. 

13 

(11) 

-1- 

8-10 

14,201. 

.No. 

1 

(11) 

9-16 

9-21 

14,203 . 

.No. 

2 

(10) 

10-  4 

+ 

10-26 

PATHE  NEWS 
(Released  Twice  AVeekly) 
RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 
03,205.  . Goodness,  a Ghost  (16)...  7-  6 

Marrlage-Go-Round  (18)  . . 7-28 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

04.312. 

04.309. 

04,308 . 

04,311. 

14,302 . 

14,301. 

04.310. 

04,611. 

04.313. 


.Silent  AA'ings  (9). 


14,401 

14,403 


. . No.  1 


piC'i’URE  peoplf: 
(10) 


7-  5 

9-21 

5-12 

+ 

4-27 

5-15 

+ 

4-13 

6-  7 

9-37 

+ 

10-26 

8-30 

+ 

9-21 

6-10 

+ 

6-23 

6-21 

8-  2 

+ 

9-21 

9-13 

9-21 

10-11 

10-26 

13,501. 


RAY  WHITLICY  AVESTFIRNS 
(New  Series) 

.Bar  Buckaroos  (16) 11-  8 
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Trod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Itat- 
Date  iOK  Kev’d 


WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  29 

Movietone  News,  No.  15 
Roosevelt  speaks  in  New  York;  Willkie  visits 
World’s  Fair;  war  in  China;  Lew  Lehr;  football. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  213 
Roosevelt  and  Willkie  in  campaign  speeches; 
Japanese  troops  invade  Indo-China;  Kennedy  re- 
turns on  Clipper;  Greek  minister  to  U.  S.  scores 
Italian  invasion  of  Greece;  closing  of  New  York 
Fair;  football. 

Paramount  News,  No.  IS 

Guardsmen  leave  for  encampment  in  Alabama; 
Kennedy  returns  from  England;  Japanese  ambassa- 
dors recalled  from  U.  S.  and  Chile;  Japanese 
troops  invade  Indo-China;  Fair  closes;  Willkie 
tours  east:  John  L.  Lewis  out  for  Willkie;  Roose- 
velt in  New  York;  football. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  IS 
F.  D.  R.  campaigns  in  New  York;  Lewis  sup- 
ports Willkie;  Fair  closes;  Kennedy  arrives  from 
England;  football. 

I niversal  Newsreel,  No.  923 
Guardsmen  off  to  Alabama  camp;  Roosevelt  and 
Willkie  in  New  York;  Kennedy  back  from  Eng- 
land; football;  Italians  bomb  Palestine;  Fair  closes. 


THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  31 
Movietone  News,  No.  16 

Drawing  for  Selective  Service;  Roosevelt  in  Bos- 
ton; Willkie  in  Baltimore;  fire  in  war  depart- 
ment building  in  capital;  Lew  Lehr;  football; 
skiing  in  Australia. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  211 
Drawing  for  Selective  Service;  Roosevelt  tours 
New  England;  Willkie  in  Indiana;  Suite  family 
goes  to  Florida;  football;  Messmore  Kendall  paid 
tribute  for  Fair  exhibit. 

Paramount  News,  No.  19 
Army  air  maneuvers  over  Seattle;  probe  war  de- 
partment fire;  Fred  “Iron  Lung”  Suite  goes  to 
Florida  with  family;  Seattle  man  builds  air  raid 
shelter;  Republican  and  Democratic  chairmen 
speak;  Selective  Service  drawing;  football. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No,  19 
Selective  Service  lottery;  Tokyo:  Hail  axis  line- 
up; probe  war  department  fire;  Navy  base  at 
Trinidad;  football;  Willkie  in  Baltimore;  Roose- 
\elt  in  Boston. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  924 
Draft  lottery  held  in  Washington;  Roosevelt 
tours  New  England;  Willkie  in  Ohio;  fire  guts 
war  department  building;  rodeo  in  Los  Angeles; 
refugee  dogs;  Army  air  maneuvers  over  Seattle; 
football. 


Tiod. 

No. 

Title 

Rel. 

Date 

Rat- 

ing 

Rev’d 

03, '>04 . 

• Corralling-  a Schoolniarm 
(20)  

6-14 

-t- 

8-10 

03,503. 

.Molly  Cures  a Cowboy  (19) 

3-22 

04,609. 

KEEUISM8 
(New  Series) 

.Air  Army  (9) 

4-26 

-H- 

4-27 

04,013. 

.Hats  (9)  

8-10 

04.00H. 

.Siege  (10)  

3-29 

■H 

2-24 

04,610. 

.Stray  l>ainb  (8) 

5-24 

-f 

6-15 

04,61 1 . 

..streamlined  (9)  

8-10 

8-10 

04,612. 

. AA’eek  End  (9) 

7-19 

20th  Century-Fox 

Al)\  lii\TUUi:.S  OF  A NEWS  CAMEKAMAN 
0;i(U . . Coiuiiiering  the  Colorado 

(11)  8-18  -H-  8-19 

1201 . . ^Midget  Motor  Mania 

(10)  11-8  fl-  10-19 

0201 . .Saiu  tiiarj  of  tlie  Seals  (9)  (i-  7 -|-  6-22 


1601. 


BELIEVE  IT  Oil  NOT— KIPLEY 


o;)o.> . 

1301. 


1101 

1103 


-H- 


+ 

+ 


+ 

+ 


Acquitted  by  the  Sea  (10)  9-27 

El)  THOUGEUSEN — SPOUTS 

0306 . . -Aclioii  oil  lee  (9) 7-19 

1303.  .Bowling  for  Strilces  (10).. 12-20 

1302..  Lure  of  the  Trout  (..)...  10-11 
• Over  the  Seven  Seas  (10)..  4-26 
.©l  aeation  Time  in  Florida 

(8)  8-10  = 

. F.VTHEIl  IllBB.VHD’S  ALASKAN 
ADVENTl  KES 

0107  ..  Climbing  the  Spirit's  Home 

(10)  5-10 

. E.skimo  I'rails  (10) 8-  2 

.Isle  of  Mystery  (10) 10-25 

F.ASHIONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

0603 ..  Fashion  Forecasts  No.  7 

(8)  

0604.  .Fashion  Forecasts  No.  8 

(8)  6-21 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Keleased  Twice  Weekly 
l.EW  LEHU  AND  HIS  DKIBBLE  PUSS 
PARADE 

0401 . .Cheerio  3Iy  Dears  (9)... 

1401.  .Grnnters  and  Groaners  (8) 

0403.. 1.ahor  Savers  (9) 4-12 

1402.  .Tale  of  Butch  the  Parrot, 

The  (..)  12-6 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 
1102.  .©Florida,  Land  of  Flowers 


6-21 


7-  5 

8- 30 


-I-  8-17 


(9) 


9-13 


1018.  . Isle  of  the  East  (9) .5-24 

1104.  .Old  Dominion  .State  (..).  11-22 
TERRY-TOONS 
1.551 . .©Billy  Mouse’s  Akwakade 

(7)  8-9 

0559.  .Catnip  Caiiers  (7) 5-31 

1501..  Club  Life  in  the  Stone 

Age  (7)  8-23 

1.503..  Happy  Haunting  Grounds 

(7)  10-18 

1553 . . How  AVet  AVas  My  Ocean 

(7)  10-4 

0511. It  Must  Be  Love  (7) 5-5 

05.58 ..  ©Just  a Little  Bull  (7)..  4-19 

0517..  Love  in  a Cottage  (7) 7-28 

1554.  .Landing  of  the  Pilgrims 

(7)  11-1 

15.52.  .Lucky  Duck,  The  (7) 9-  6 

1504..  Magic  Pencil,  The  (7).  .11-15 

0557..  Much  Ado  About  Nothing 

(7)  3-22 

0514 . . Professor  Offkeyski  (7)....  6-14 


-(- 


++ 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


1555..  ©Plane  Goofy  (7) 11-29 

0515.  .Rover's  Rescue  (7) 6-28 

0516..  Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 7-12 

0513.  .Swiss  Ski  Yodelers  (7)....  6-17 

1505..  5.ow'  Man,  The  (7) 12-13 

1502.  .Touchdown  Demons  (7)...  9-20 
1556.  .©Temiierainental  Lion,  The 

(7)  12-27 


+ 6-8 
± 10-19 


Universal 


5241 
5243 
4268. 

5242 


LANTZ  CARTUNES 
(Technicolor) 

.Crazyhouse  (7%)  9-23 

.Knock-Knock  (8)  11-25 

.100  Pigmies  and  Andy 

Panda  (7)  4-22 

.Recruiting  Daze  (6) 10-28 

GOING  PLACES  AATTH 
GRAII.VM  McN.VMEE 


4359 . 

. No. 

74 

(9) 

4-27 

4300. 

. No. 

75 

(9) 

z*z 

4-27 

4301. 

. No. 

76 

(9) 

+ 

5-11 

4302. 

.No. 

77 

(9) 

5-27 

-1- 

6-22 

10- 

19 

4303. 

.No. 

78 

(9) 

6-17 

4304. 

.No. 

79 

(9) 

-1- 

8-  3 

6- 

• 8 

430.‘> . 

.No. 

80 

(9'/2)....... 

5351. 

.No. 

81 

(9) 

9-23 

— 

9-21 

8- 

0352 . 

.No. 

82 

(9) 

5353. 

.No. 

83 

(9) 

11-11 

5354 . 

.No. 

84 

(..) 

12-23 

5355 . 

. No. 

85 

(..) 

1-22 

3-30  SPECl.VL  TAVO  HEELERS 

8-17  5110.. Swing  AA'ith  Bing  (19).... 

stranger  than  FICTION 

4380.. No.  75  (9) 4-15 

4381.  .No.  76  (9) 5-  6 

4382.  .No.  77  (9) 

4383.. No.  78  (9) 6-10 

4384.  .No.  79  (9) 7-8 

4385.  .No.  80  (9) 8-5 

5371.  .No.  81  (9) 9-16 

5372.  .No.  82  (9) 10-  7 

6373.  .No.  83  (8) 11-4 

5374.  .No.  84  (.  .) 12-2 

5375.  .No.  85  ( . .) 1-1 

TAVO  REEL  MUSICALS 

5221.  .Class  in  Swing  (17) 9-11 

5223.  .Congamania  (17)  10-16 

Jose  Cansino  Dancers, 

Eddie  Durant  & Orch. 


. 9-  4 

± 

8-  3 

;tion 

. 4-15 

-t- 

4-27 

. 5-  6 

-1- 

5-11 

. 5-20 

-t- 

6-22 

. 6-10 

-t- 

6-22 

-f 

7-27 

. 8-  6 

-f 

7-27 

. 9-16 

4- 

9-21 

.10-  7 

-t- 


Six  Hits  and  a Miss, 

16-19  Martha  Tilton. 

UNIVERSAL  NEAVS 

....  Releaseil  Twice  AVeekly 

Vitaphone 

...  . BRO.ADAVAY  BREVITIES 

5107.  .Double  or  Nothing  (20)...  4-20 
3-30  6202  Ed  Sullivan’s  Hollywood 

6-  8 (20)  11-16 


6201.  Just  a Cute  Kid  (20) 10-  5 

5108 . . Ihiblic  Jitterbug  No.  1 (19)  5-  4 
4008.. Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride  (20)..  9-  9 


5109. 

.DSpills  for  Thrills  (19).. 

6-15 

++ 

8-  3 

5110. 

.Young  America  Flies  (20). 

8-  3 

.5  110. 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

.Famous  Movie  Dogs  (10)..  7-27 

-t- 

8-17 

5407. 

.(inn  Dog’s  Life  (10) 

5-11 

-f- 

5-18 

5408. 

. Mechanix  Illustrated 

No.  4 (10)  

6-29 

+ 

6-15 

5400. 

.Men  AA’anted  (10) 

3-23 

++ 

4-13 

5410. 

..Movie  Dog  Stars  (10).... 

8-17 

5 409. 

A alley,  The  (8)  

7-20 

-1- 

7-  6 

EUSA  M.AXAAELL’S  BI.UE  RIBBON 
COMEDIES 

6101. Riding  Into  Society  (19)..  9-7  ± 

IIOELYAA'OOD  NOVELTY 

6301.  .Football  Thrills  (10) 9-28  -f 

6302.  ..Shark  Hunting  (10) 11-  9 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

6601 ..  Calling  Dr.  Porky  (7) 9-21 

5614 ..  Chew  in’  Bruin,  The  (7)...  6-8  ± 


5616.  .Patient 

Porky  (7) 

. 8-24 

-H- 

5015 . . Porky’s 

Baseball  Broad- 

cast 

(7)  

. 7-  6 

-H 

6604 . . Porky’s 

Hired  Hand  (7) . 

.11-30 

5012.  . porky’s 

Poor  Fish  (7)... 

. 5-18 

6602.  .Prehistoric  Porky  (7).... 

.10-12 

+ 

8-31 

8-31 


6-22 

8-24 


10-26 


5611. . 51.p  Happy  Pappy  (7)....  3-13 

6603..  50.r  Puss  (7) 11-  2 

3613..  You  Ought  to  Be  in 

Pictures  (7)  5-18 

MEl.ODY  JI.VSTERS 
5507  . Carl  Hoff  & Orch.  (10)..  3-23 
6503.  ..Ian  Garber  & Orch.  (10).. 11-23 

6502..  Joe  Reicluuan  & Orch. 

(10)  10-26 

5508.  .l.arry  Clinton  & Orch,  (10)  5-25 

6501 ..  .Matty  Malneck  & Band 

(10)  

55()9.  .0zzie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10).  6-29 
5510.  . AA'oody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  

MERRIE  MELODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

532(>.  .Bear's  Tale,  The  (7) 4-13 

6706.  .Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (7).. 11-23 
5326.  .Ceiling  Hero  (7) 

5321..  Circus  Today  (7) 

5315 ..  Confederate  Honey  (7) 

5323..  Egg  Collector  (7) 7-20 

5319.  .Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  

532.5.  .Ghost  AA'anted  (7) 8-10 

6104  . Good  Night  Elmer  (7)... 

5317 . . Hardship  of  Miles  Stand- 

ish  (7)  4-27 

6703 . . Holida.v  Highlights  (7)..  10-12 

5322..  Little  Blabbermouse  (7). 

6701..  Malibu  Beach  Part.v  (7). 

5318.  .Sniffles  Takes  a Trip  (7) 

6702.  .Stagef right  (7)  9-28 

5320.  .Tom  Thumb  in  'Trouble 

(7)  

6705.. AVacky  AVild  Life  (7) 11-  9 

5324  . M ild  Hare,  A (7)  . . . 

SPORTS  PAR.4DE 
(Color) 

6402..  Dogs  You  .Seldom  See  (10).  11-  2 
6403 . . Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

(10)  11-30 

6401..  Fly  Fishing  (10) 9-21 

TECHNICOLOR 

5006 ..  Cinderella’s  Feller  (20)... 

6001..  Flag  of  Humanity  (20)... 10-19 

5007..  Pony  Express  Days  (20) 

5008.  .Service  AA'ith  the  Colors 

(20)  

5005.  .Singin’  Dude,  The  (20). 

VIT.4PHONE  A'ARIETIES 

5706..  All  Girl  Revue  (10) 6-22 

5704..  No  Parking  (10) 3-30 

5705  . Radio  and  Relatives  (10)..  5-25 


Serials 


1161-75, 


4228. 

.Foiies  Parisienne  (18) 

4-17 

4-20 

Harry  Stafford-I^eon  Belasco. 

8-17 

4231. 

.Hawaiian  Rliythm  (17).... 

7-17 

-1- 

7-27 

6-  8 

Harry  Owens  and  His 

973 

Royal  Hawaiiaiis. 

4233. 

.1  Dream  of  Jeanie  With  the 

081 

IJght  Brown  Hair  (17)  . 

8-28 

9-21 

8-1  i 

4110. 

March  of  Freedom  (21)... 

9-  6 

6-22 

4230. 

.Naughty  Nineties  (18).... 

6-17 

-H- 

7-  6 

4229. 

.Swingin’  in  the  Barn  (19). 

5-15 

-f 

6-22 

Texas  Jim  Lewis  and 

His  Band. 

4881- 

4232. 

.Varsity  Vanities  (17^)... 

8-  7 

-1- 

8-  3 

2-10 


5681 


5581 


COLUMBLV 

. Deadw  ood  Dick  

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, Lorna  Gray. 

.Terry  and  the  Pirates  ... 

15  Chapters.  AVilliam 
Tracy-Granville  Owens. 
REPUBLIC 

..Adventures  of  Red  Ryder. 

Don  “Red”  Barr.v. 

. . King  of  the  Royal 

Mounted  

12  Chapters.  Allan  Lane. 

. . .Mysterious  Doctor  Satan  12-13 
1.5  Chapters.  Robert  AVilcox. 
UNIA’ERSAL 
! , . Flash  Gordon  Conquers 

the  Universe  4-  9 

l.arr.v  (Buster)  Crabbe. 
..Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24 

15  Chapters.  AA'arren  Hull. 

. . . Sky  Raiders  4-  8 

12  Chapters. 

. .Junior  G-Men  9-  1 

12  Chapters.  Dead  End 
Kids,  I.ittle  Tough  Guys. 

. .AA'inners  of  the  AA'est 7-2 

13  Chapters.  Dick  Fo- 
ran,  Anne  Nagei. 


-18 


. 9-14 

8-24 

. 6-29 

-H- 

7-  6 

. 7-27 

;s 

. 4-13 

+ 

8-31 

11-23 

. 7-  6 

. 6-22 

+ 

7-  6 

. 3-30 

. 7-20 

. 5-25 

5-18 

. 8-10 

.10-26 

. 4-27 

10-12 

. 7-  6 

8-17 

. 9-14 

9-  7 

. 5-11 

. 9-28 

. 6-  8 

6-15 

.11-  9 

. 7-27 

.11-  2 

-h 

8-31 

.11-30 

. 9-21 

10-26 

. 6-  1 

-1- 

6-15 

.10-19 

4- 

10-26 

. 7-13 

4- 

7-  6 

. 8-31 

. 4-  6 

4-i3 

7-19 

7-27 

4-12 

- 

4-20 

6-15 

4- 

6-  8 

9-20 

■14 

8-24 

-H-  2-24 

-I-  8-3 

= 5 11 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^Uatlna  4ioii5a 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


FOLLOW  THE  PARADE  FOR  BAR- 
GAINS — Peerless -Freddy  lamps,  sound 
systems,  300  Heywood  spring-cushion 
chairs,  amplifiers,  speakers,  projectors, 
complete  set  stage  drapes.  Lists  furnished. 
WESTERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COM- 
PANY, Omaha,  Neb. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


PRICES  GOING  DOWN— NOT  UP- 
NEW  MERCHANDISE,  TOO.  Four  Chan- 
nel Coin  Changers,  Penny  Chute,  $5.55; 
Cameron’s  Books,  Discontinued  Titles,  79c 
up;  Double  Unit  Electric  Ticket  Ma- 
chines, $99.75;  Britechrome  Metal  Display 
Frames,  30"x40",  $3.60;  Fire  Extinguish- 
ers, $2.95.  Theatres  completely  equipped 
cheap — Trades  taken — Time  Payments. 
S.  O.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

BETTER  QUALITY  used  sound  and  pro- 
jection equipment,  factory  reconditioned 
and  tested.  Projectors,  lamphouses,  sound 
systems — all  types  of  booth  equipment. 
For  satisfactory  and  dependable  perform- 
ance at  low  cost,  write  SCOTT  BALLAN- 
TYNE  CO.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

CLOSING  OUT  CHEAP— MUST  MAKE 
ROOM — Sound  projectors,  16mm,  35mm, 
$59.50;  Amplifiers,  Soundheads,  $9.95;  Re- 
flector Arcs,  Rectifiers,  $24.50;  Powers  Pro- 
jectors, $39.50;  Simplex  Intermitten  ts, 
$6.95;  Sound  Opticals,  $4.95;  Lenses,  $2.95, 
S.  O.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


ROTH  GENERATOR,  70  volts,  25  am- 
peres; good  condition,  reasonably  priced. 
Palace  Theatre,  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


OPERATOR,  repair  man.  Sober.  Want 
permanent  position.  Go  anywhere.  B-1296, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 

Mo. 


POSITION — 12  years  Manager.  Knows 
equipment,  displays,  exploitation,  show- 
cards, booking.  F\iture  most  important. 
9612  Hobart  South,  Los  Angeles. 

PROJECTIONIST.  12  years  experience. 
Sober,  reliable,  appreciate  decent  job. 
P.  O.  Box  No.  246,  Terrell,  Texas. 

MY  PRESENT  100%  Manager-Opera- 
tor for  five  years  now  at  liberty.  Reason: 
My  son  entering  partnership  with  me.  If 
interested,  here’s  your  man.  B-1299,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

PROJECTIONIST — 23  years  old.  Single, 
go  anywhere.  Lee  Wright,  Box  68,  Estes 
Park,  Colo. 


PROJECTIONIST  desires  change.  Avail- 
able on  two  weeks  notice.  Union  but  good 
small  town  connection  considered.  38; 
single;  sober;  references;  go  anywhere. 
Don  F.  White,  Plaza  Hotel,  Roswell,  N,  M. 


Am  CONDITIONING 

AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications  made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  unbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N,  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


HELP  WANTED 

WANTED  — Experienced  combination 
projection  repair  and  sound  man.  Write 
B-1298,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 

WANTED  — Experienced  equipment 
salesman.  Large  territory  and  good  prop- 
osition to  offer;  either  commission  or  sal- 
ary. Write  B-1297,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th 
St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

PROJECTIONIST.  7 nights;  matinee 
Sunday.  Rialto  Theatre,  Pocahontas,  la. 


THEATRE  WANTED 

WE  CAN  SELL  your  theatre,  any  loca- 
tion. The  Delphi  Agency,  Delphi,  Indiana. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

SEVERAL  GOOD  Theatres  for  sale. 
The  Delphi  Agency,  Delphi,  Indiana. 

$300.00  CASH  gets  liberal  lease  deal. 
Small  town,  Nebraska.  B-1300,  Boxoffice, 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80.  Special 

printed  roll  or  machine  tickets,  100,000, 
$14.90;  50,000,  $9.40;  20,000,  $6.10.  Ship- 
ping charges  paid  to  1,000  miles.  Cash 
with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket  Co.,  Dept. 
B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


PRINCESS  THEATRE 

I427W  PHONES  1427Y 
W.APSEON,  OHIO 

Oct.  12,  1940 

BOXOFFICE, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Gentlemen: 

A few  weeks  ago  I used  your  Classi- 
fied columns  for  one  week,  running  a 
blind  ad.  It  may  interest  you  to  know 
that  within  ten  days  of  publication 
date  I had  received  127  answers. 

I do  not  know  what  your  experience 
has  been  in  the  past,  but  I have  used 
similar  advertising  mediums  on  sev- 
eral occasions  and  never  have  ap- 
proached the  above  results. 

It  may  further  interest  you  to  know 
that  the  replies  came  from  the  State  of 
Washington  to  Connecticut,  and  from 
Duluth,  Minn.,  to  Dallas,  Texas.  It  would 
seem  that  BOXOFFICE  really  covers 
the  nation. 

Yours  very  truly, 

P.  P,  Touney 

PRINCESS-CHIEF  THEATRES 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB,  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 

Whatever  you  want  — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  “AD  ORDER 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order) 


BOXOFFICE. 

4804  East  Ninth  St., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad .... 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE.  Here- 
with is  check  □ cash  □ Money  order  □ in  the  amount  of  $ 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSmCATION  WANTED  


BLANK 

lOc  a word 
4 insertions 
at  price  of  3 

times  in  your  "CLEARING 


Name  and  address  should  be  included  in  the  word  count. 
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e Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding:  publication  date. 


AmtkeA 


R £ C 0 fi  D 


PROGRtSS 


BOXOFFICE^S  CIRCULATION  RECORD: 

NET  PAID  CIRCULATION  INCLUDING  BULK 
JULY  3,  1937  - - - 9,738 
JUNE  25,  1938  - - - - 13.117 

JUNE  24,  1939  13,239 


June  29,  ^40  — 


Gain 


(In  3 Years) 


15,587 

5,849 


^eluuteuf. — 

^Ue.  9d.  /a 


city. 

«7iS0. 


NATIONAL  EDITION 


Striking  entertainment.  What  the  trade  would 
call  a big  money  show.  A first-rate  screen  thriller.” 

— N.  Y.  Herald-Tribune  (Howard  Barnes) 


‘‘Exciting  as  all  hell.  Penetrating  and  blood- 
curdling effect.  The  acting  is  superb.” 

— N.  Y.  World-Telegram  (William  Boehnel) 


“A  heart-stopping  thriller  . . . The  best  and  most 
faithful  adaptation  of  novel  to  screen  that  this 
season,  or  many  another,  has  ever  seen.” 

— N.  Y.  Post  (Archer  Winsfen) 


‘‘The  film  is  everything  the  readers  of  Ethel 
Vance’s  sensational  best  seller  can  possibly  hope 
for.  The  camera  builds  to  almost  unbearable 
suspense.” 

— Los  Angeles  Herald-Examiner  (Dorothy  Manners) 

‘‘Melodramatic  pace  and  suspense  of  the  original 
novel!  Norma  Shearer,  Robert  Taylor  perform- 
ances match  in  perfection  and  power  any  of  their 
previous  portrayals.”  — M.  P.  Herald 

‘‘It  has  suspense  seldom  found  on  the  screen.” 

— N.  Y.  Mirror  (Lee  Mortimer) 


HOT  TYPEWRITERS! 

Critics  Sing  “Dough-Re-Mi!" 


‘‘Will  have  the  movie-goers  of  the  land  by  the  nape  of  the  neck  as  fast  as 
it  gets  around.  Dramatic  and  hair-raising  picture.” 

— N.  Y.  Times  (Bosley  Crowther) 

‘‘Makes  other  pictures  seem  pallid  by  comparison  with  its  breathless  drama 
and  suspense.  Quickens  the  pulse  and  leaves  the  audience  breathless.” 

— N.  Y.  Daily  News  (Kate  Cameron) 

‘‘Powerful!  Most  effective  because  it  is  primarily  a fine  movie,  a great  melo- 
drama.” — N.  Y.  PM  (Cecilia  Ager) 

‘‘A  strong  story  excellently  acted.  Enormous  suspense  which  builds  one 
tensely  dramatic  situation  atop  another.” 

— N.  Y.  Journal-American  (Rose  Pelswick) 

“A  natural.  A big,  swift,  rugged  picture.  A valuable  exhibition  property.” 

— Film  Daily 

‘‘Intense  and  passionate  with  emotion. 

Strong  drama  played  with  telling  convic- 
tion by  a superior  cast.  An  offering  of 
first  importance.”  — Daily  Variety 

‘‘Enormously  rich  in  atmosphere  and  im- 
pact. Miss  Shearer  attains  the  dramatic 
heights.”  — L.  A.  Times  (Edwin  Schallert) 

‘‘M-G-M  has  a hit  in  ‘Escape’.  Intense 
drama  magnificently  acted.  Best  perform- 
ance of  the  Taylor  career.  Norma  Shearer 
was  perfect  casting.  Will  do  record  busi- 
ness everywhere.” — Hollywood  Reporter 


''ESCAPE'" 

' starring  NORMA  SHEARER, 
ROBERT  TAYLOR  with  Conrad 
Veidt  • Nazimovo  • Felix 
r Bressart  > Albert  Bassermann 
Philip  Dorn  • Bonita  Granville 
A Mervyn  LeRoy  Production  ' 
Screen  Play  by  Arch  Oboler 
and  Marguerite  Roberts  ■ 
Based  on  the  Novel  "Escope" 
by  Ethel  Vance  • An  M-G-M  ' 
Picture  • Directed  by  Mervyn  ' 
LeRoy  • Produced  by  Lawrence 
* Weingorten  * 


"SO  HOW’S  business;  you  ask? 
"SO  IT’S  terrific;  we  answer! 


“ESCAPE”  at  the  Music  Hall,  N.  Y - [S.'i""'] 
Challenges  “Ninotchka’s”  record-holding  M-G-M  biz  here! 
“ESCAPE”  at  the  U.  A.  Theatre,  Detroit— 

Crowds!  Crowds!  Doubles  average  receipts! 


That’s  just  the 
start.  More  about 
“Escape”  later. 
Meanwhile  I re- 
main, with  friendly 
feelings — 


BEN  SHLYEN 

Publisher 
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'TM  NOBODY'S  BABY. . 

Not  being  parties  to  it,  although  very  directly  affected  by  it,  exhibitors  have  been  as 
free  as  air  in  venting  their  spleens  on  the  decree.  The  criticisms,  of  course,  have 
ranged  all  the  way  from  impracticability  to  impossibility  although,  in  all  accuracy,  the  apn 
proaches  are  matters  of  guesswork  and  opinion  entirely. 

But  being  parties  to  it,  and  quite  obviously,  too,  very  directly  affected  by  it,  the  five 
majors  who  have  agreed  to  accept  the  consent  are  in  no  position  to  go  around  complain- 
ing about  it.  That  is,  in  the  open. 

And  yet,  for  whatever  satisfaction  may  be  in  it,  the  facts  are  simple  enough  and  they 
go  something  like  this: 

Aside  from  scattered  bursts  of  enthusiasm  tiaceable  to  isolated  individuals  connected 
with  the  negotiations,  the  decree  furnishes  no  excuse  for  declaring  holidays  or  for  dancing 
in  the  streets.  The  consent  embraces  no  final  solutions.  It  leaves  basic  issues,  such  as  the 
divorcement  or  the  non-divorcement  of  theatres,  unsolved.  What  it  does  do  is  to  set  up 
a compromise  on  an  experimental  basis  limited  as  to  time  and  making  it  very  clear  indeed 
that  the  department  of  justice  can  always  return  to  the  specifics  of  the  original  complaint 
and  try  them  on  their  merits  through  the  processes  of  the  law. 

The  five  majors,  having  entered  upon  their  agreement,  are  in  no  position  to  take  to 
the  housetops  or  to  the  loudspeakers  and  tell  the  world  this;  it  wouldn't  be  cricket,  ex- 
actly. But  the  truth  is  they  resorted  to  their  in-between  course  as  the  probable  best  way 
out  of  a situation  which  otherwise  would  have  run  on  for  years  at  a heavy  cost  in  legal 
fees  and  executive  time,  while  hanging  over  their  heads  and  suspended  once  more  on  its 
classic  silken  thread  would  have  been  a modern  sword  of  Damocles.  The  fees,  the  time 
and  the  sword  even  now  may  get  in  their  ultimate  inning  and  that  is  dependent  upon  how 
the  decree  functions.  But,  at  least,  a day  so  fateful  has  been  set  back  and  an  imme- 
diate crisis  avoided. 

It  ought  to  be  realized,  and  it  would  be  well  to  do  so,  that  the  formalizing  of  the  de- 
cree will  launch  many  problems.  The  majors  themselves  are  frankly  guessing  about  sales 
costs  under  the  five-block  arrangement.  They  will  have  a whale  of  a production  problem 
where  those  blocks  are  concerned,  and  they  know  it.  They  suspect  they  have  facing  them 
a serious  and  a new  situation  on  manpower  in  the  field;  on  how  much  authority  must  be 
delegated  to  division,  district  and  branch  managers  and  the  salesmen.  The  thinking  exec- 
utive, groping  in  the  future,  already  is  endeavoring  to  reach  beyond  the  known  in  his 
effort  to  pin  the  unknown  among  the  many  changed  factors  which  he  realizes  will  bob  up 
as  the  decree  and  the  arbitration  system  under  it  begin  to  function. 

Mistakes?  Will  there  be  any?  Flocks  of  them  and  flocks  of  fines  as  well.  The  open- 
ing choruses  may  be  expected  to  alternate  between  the  off  key  and  the  downright  sour  and 
the  disappointments  and  the  complaints  many  on  both  sides. 

This  ought  to  be  viewed  as  the  inevitable  under  an  order  which  it  is  proposed  will  be 
different  from  that  which  has  prevailed  for  so  long  a time.  But  it  would  be  shortsighted 
and  inconclusive  to  view  initial  difficulties  as  a conclusion  that  this  new  system  will  not 
or  cannot  finally  work. 

No  one  can  foretell  that.  The  period  of  experimentation,  as  provided  under  the  man- 
date, must  be  full  and  honest  and  painstaking.  This  applies  in  equal  yardstick  to  the  ex- 
hibitor and  the  five  majors  for  whom,  and  whether  advisedly  or  otherwise,  the  die  is  cast. 

The  job  now  plainly  is  to  submerge  the  irritations  and  the  hallucinations,  to  make  the 
best  of  a situation  which  few  seem  to  have  wanted,  to  go  forward  together  until  the 
joint  road  is  blocked,  if  ever  it  is. 


HAYS  TO  GET  NEW  CONTRACT  CONTINUING  HIM 
MPPDA  HEAD;  CURRENT  PACT  EXPIRES  IN  '41 


Sparks  Unworried 
By  Warner  Foray 


Has  Continuously  Filled 
Post  18  Years;  Other 
Candidates  Were  Up 


Says  Majors  Have 
80%  of  Key  Runs 


New  York — E.  J.  Sparks,  head  of  the 
Sparks  circuit  of  over  100  theatres  in  Flor- 
ida, is  not  disturbed  over  reports  Warner 
is  building  a first  run  theatre  in  down- 
town Jacksonville.  While  in  New  York 
for  a vacation.  Sparks  told  Boxoffice  he 
understood  the  new  theatre  was  being 
built  by  an  independent. 

He  also  stated  he  had  made  attempts 
last  season  and  this  season  to  get  together 
with  Warner  on  a product  deal,  but  “has 
stopped  trying.” 

The  Sparks  circuit  is  now  building  three 
new  neighborhood  houses  in  Jacksonville, 
each  with  600  seats  and  costing  from  $35,- 
000  to  $40,000.  Sparks  pointed  out  he  oper- 
ates in  40  Florida  towns  and  that  his  ex- 
pansion program  is  not  being  limited  by 
the  proposed  decree.  Fred  Kent,  his  at- 
torney, arrived  from  Jacksonville  Tuesday 
and  appeared  before  Federal  Judge  Henry 
Warren  Goddard  on  Thursday  in  protest 
to  the  proposed  decree. 

Spar^  and  his  wife  plan  to  return  to 
Asheville,  N.  C.,  where  he  makes  his  sum- 
mer home,  in  a few  days. 


Albert  Warner's  Stepson 
Heads  Florida  Circuit 

New  York — Arthur  J.  Siegel,  stepson  of 
Albert  L.  Warner,  wUl  be  operating  head 
of  the  St.  Johns  Amusement  Corp.,  which 
plans  a series  of  first  run  theatres 
throughout  Florida  “some  of  which  will  be 
in  opposition  to  the  Sparks  circuit,”  ac- 
cording to  a statement  of  the  chain’s  plans 
released  through  the  regular  Warner  pub- 
licity channels.  The  house  will  be  known 
as  the  St.  Johns  and  seat  1,000. 

Siegel  recently  sold  the  fee  on  the  Ace, 
formerly  the  Congress,  and  the  Metro  in 
the  Bronx  to  Max  A.  Cohen  of  the  Cinema 
Circuit,  but  retains  the  Vogue. 

AID  Survey  Shows  RKO, 
Fox  Lead  in  Contracts 

Boston — RKO,  20th-Fox,  Columbia  and 
Universal  are  in  the  lead  in  Allied’s  latest 
AID  survey  covering  contracts  negotiated 
for  the  new  season,  according  to  Arthur 
K.  Howard  in  an  Independent  Exhibitors’ 
bulletin.  Republic  and  Monogram,  the  re- 
port continues,  are  making  substantial 
gains. 

Explaining  the  data  assembled  by  AID, 
the  bulletin  adds  the  four  majors  are  mak- 
ing deals  for  “less  money  or  the  same 
money  than  the  previous  season  in  ap- 
proximately 50  per  cent  of  their  deals.” 

Canada's  Clearance  Board 
Plans  Are  Virtually  Set 

Toronto — ^Plans  are  virtually  set  to  put 
the  National  Clearance  Board  into  opera- 
tion, but  another  meeting  wUl  be  held 
November  19  at  the  Kang  Edward  Hotel  to 
discuss  a demand  by  exchanges  for  repre- 
sentation. 


(Copyright,  1940,  Associated  Publications) 

New  York — WUl  H.  Hays,  whose  five- 
year  contract  as  president  of  the  M.  P. 
Producers  and  Distributors  of  America  ex- 
pires in  1941,  will  remain  in  that  post 
under  an  extension  of  his  current  agree- 
ment, Boxoffice  learns. 

The  situation  paraUels  that  which  pre- 
vailed five  years  ago.  In  May  of  1935  with 
approximately  the  remainder  of  the  year 
yet  to  go  under  his  earlier  five-year  con- 
tract, the  presidents  of  the  major  com- 
panies, all  of  which  are  members  of  the 
MPPDA,  determined  to  renew  the  pact. 
WhUe  determined  at  that  time,  the  con- 
tract did  not  become  operative  untU  1936 
which  automatically  placed  its  expiration 
date  in  1941.  Now,  and  again  some 
months  prior  to  contractual  expiration,  the 
decision,  which  wiU  occasion  no  surprise, 
follows  the  course  pursued  since  1922. 

It  is  understood,  however,  there  have 
been  several  candidates,  but  whether  of 
their  own  election  or  by  consideration  af- 
forded them  from  within  the  industry  is 
not  clearly  defined.  One  is  understood  to 
have  been  Edward  J.  Flynn,  chairman  of 
the  Democratic  National  Committee.  By 
custom  prevailing  on  the  American  politi- 
cal scene  he  would  appear  to  be  destined 
for  a cabinet  post  as  postmaster  general, 
succeeding  Frank  C.  Walker  who,  by  Wash- 
ington report,  will  step  down  from  that 
high  office  with  the  turn  of  the  year. 
Flynn,  on  the  other  hand,  is  on  public 
record  with  the  declaration  he  was  not 
seeking  that  or  any  other  post  in  the 
President’s  official  family. 

The  other  candidate  is  reputed  to  have 
been  Herbert  Bayard  Swope,  former  ex- 
ecutive editor  of  the  now  defunct  New 
York  Morning  World. 


New  York — More  than  80  per  cent  of  aU 
metropolitan  first  rims  in  the  United 
States  are  affUiated  theatres,  the  govern- 
ment states  in  a picture  of  American  ex- 
hibition outlined  in  the  amended  com- 
plaint against  UA,  Universal  and  Colum- 
bia. Further,  it  declares  more  than  95  per 
cent  of  features  exhibited  in  these  metro- 
politan first  runs  are  released  by  the  dis- 
tributor defendants. 

In  the  following  metropolitan  cities  all 
first  runs  are  affiliated,  the  petition  sets 
forth: 

Albany,  Boston,  Brooklyn,  Charlotte, 
Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Dallas,  Des 
Moines,  Houston,  Kansas  City,  Memphis, 
Milwaukee,  Minneapolis,  Newark,  N.  J., 
New  Haven,  New  Orleans,  Oklahoma  City, 
Omaha,  Philadelphia,  St.  Paul,  Salt  Lake 
City  and  Washington. 

“In  only  42  of  the  92  cities  of  the  United 
States  with  populations  of  100,000  and 
over  are  there  no  affiliated  theatres,” 
reads  the  petition.  “In  73  of  the  remain- 
ing 88,  the  producer-exhibitors  operate 
enough  first  run  theatres  in  each  to  re- 
ceive a substantial  majority  of  the  total 
theatre  admissions  paid  in  each  of  these 
cities.  The  five  producer-exhibitors  also 
own  or  operate  one  or  more  theatres  in 
200  of  the  283  cities  of  population  between 
25,000  and  100,000.” 

In  a breakdown  of  total  film  rentals, 
appearing  elsewhere  in  the  petition,  the 
government  makes  this  assertion: 

“Fox,  Loew’s,  Paramount,  RKO  and 
Warner  have  collectively  received  during 
the  past  five  years  approximately  70  per 
cent  of  the  total  film  rentals  received  by 
all  distributors  of  motion  pictures  from  ex- 
hibition in  the  United  States,  and  Colum- 
bia, UA  and  Universal  received  about  25 
per  cent  of  such  total  film  rentals.  Fox, 
Loew’s,  Paramount,  RKO  and  Warner  have 
during  each  of  said  years  collectively  re- 
leased about  80  per  cent  of  aU  first-class 
features,  and  Columbia,  UA  and  Universal 
have  during  each  of  said  years  released 
about  15  per  cent  of  all  first-class  fea- 
tures. The  first-class  features  represent 
those  which  have  generally  cost  the  most 
money  to  produce,  have  received  the  most 
intensive  exploitation  by  distributors,  have 
been  successful  in  attracting  patrons  to 
theatres,  and  have  yielded  the  largest  gross 
boxoffice  returns  to  exhibitors.  No  other 
distributor  has  released  more  than  one 
per  cent  of  such  features  during  any  of 
said  years  and  in  no  year  have  all  other 
distributors  combined  released  more  than 
five  per  cent  of  such  features.” 


Government  Petition  Drops 
Individual  Defendants 
New  York — The  government’s  amended 
complaint  against  the  “Little  Three”  con- 
centrates on  corporations  and  thus  elimi- 
nates individuals.  The  theory  is  the  corpo- 
rations which  are  the  defendants  cover 
compliance  of  individual  officers  and  di- 
( Continued  on  page  15) 
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Spectacular  New  York  opening  last  week,  with  Kay 
and  his  band  in  person  rocking  the  mammoth  Roxy 


in  a special  and  sensational  World  Premiere  engage- 
ment positively  limited  to  seven  exciting  days  . . ! 


R K O 
RADIO 


HELEN 


Dennis  O’Keefe  • Alma  Kruger  and 
Kay  Kyser’s  Band,  featuring 


mON  ALL  OVER  THE  NATION 


Produced  and  directed  by 


and  “The  Col  lege  of  Musical  KnowlOdgie 


With  only  a few  scenes  yet  to  be 
shot,  “Kitty  Foyle,”  Christopher 
Morley’s  Natural  History  of  a 
W Oman,  will  soon  hit  the  screens  of 
the  country.  It’s  just  one  of  the  big 
ones  on  the  way  from  RKO  Radio, 
including  shows  like  the  smash 
musical  romance,  Anna  Neagle,  in 
“No,  No,  Nanette”;  Carole  Lom- 
bard and  Robert  Montgomery  in 
the  Alfred  Hitchcock-directed 
“Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith” ; and  Orson 
Welles,  as  “Citizen  Kane.” 


MAJORS  AGAIN  FORMALLY  DENY  CONSPIRACY 
IN  RODTINIZED  MOVE  HEADING  TOWARD  DECREE 


Via  Briefs  Filed  With 
Court;  New  Petition 
Is  Decree  Basis 


By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 
New  York — With  the  filing  of  an 
amended  complaint  in  the  all-industry 
suit  by  the  government  Thursday  before 
Federal  Judge  Henry  Warren  Goddard,  the 
“Big  Five”  again  denied  all  charges  and 
allegations  of  conspiracy  and  monopoly. 
This  was  done  by  submitting  briefs  rather 
than  by  oral  argument. 

Filing  of  the  new  petition  by  the  gov- 
ernment, it  is  stated  in  distributor  quar- 
ters, forms  a basis  for  the  consent  decree, 
with  the  five  defendants,  namely  Loew’s, 
Paramount,  20th-Fox,  RKO  and  Warner 
still  holding  to  their  original  contention 
they  are  not,  and  have  not  been,  guilty  of 
the  charges  outlined. 

It  is  pointed  out  that,  while  the  gov- 
ernment drew  up  the  original  amended 
complaint,  the  five  distributors  affected  by 
the  decree  recommended  certain  additions 
for  purposes  of  res  adjudicata.  In  this  con- 
nection, it  is  held,  if  anything  was  omitted 
in  the  new  petition  the  government  would 
actually  be  settling  on  the  points  covered 
and  could  very  well  bring  a new  suit  later 
to  include  the  phases  left  out. 

To  Justify  Tribunals 

One  point,  in  particular,  is  article  four 
in  the  government’s  prayer  which  provides 
for  a nationwide  arbitration  system.  This 
chapter  had  to  be  included  in  the  amended 
complaint  to  justify  setting  up  of  arbitra- 
tion tribunals  in  the  decree.  The  “Big 
Five”  insisted  this  go  into  the  new  peti- 
tion. 

All  subsidiary  companies,  officers  and 
executives  of  the  “Big  Five”  have  been  dis- 
missed as  parties  to  the  original  com- 
plaint. Attorneys  for  the  defense  state 
they  should  never  have  been  named  in  the 
first  place  because  by  so  doing  matters  are 
complicated  and  the  record  would  have 
been  cluttered.  However,  reference  is  made 
to  all  dismissed  parties  in  the  proposed 
decree.  Section  II,  which  states:  “Each 
consenting  defendant,  its  successors,  of- 
ficers, directors,  agents  and  employes,  and 
all  persons  and  corporations  acting  under, 
through,  or  for  it,  hereby  is  and  are  en- 
joined from  doing  the  acts  prohibited  by 

f(  ■ 

It's  "First  Class" 

Above  $400M0 

New  York — In  the  event  there  may 
have  been  wonderment  or  speculation 
as  to  what  constitutes  a “first  class  fea- 
ture," the  government  offers  this  as  its 
definition: 

“A  feature  which  grosses  in  excess  of 
$400,000  in  film  rentals  from  exhibition 
within  the  United  States." 

■■  >J 


(< 

They  Did  $440,000,000,  Gov't  Avers 

New  York — Eight  national  distributors  bulked  a gross  income  in  1939  of  about 
$440,000,000,  according  to  the  government's  amended  complaint  against  the  “Little 
Three."  Indicating  that  the  exact  totals  might  go  beyond,  the  government  uses  the 
phrase  “in  excess  of"  where  Loew's,  Paramount,  UA  and  Warner  are  concerned. 

The  following  data  is  the  government's.  The  chart  is  BOXOFFICE's: 

Approximate  Assets  Approximate  Income 


Columbia  $ 15,000,000  $ 20,000,000 

Loew's  150,000,000  100,000,000 

Paramount  90,000,000  100,000,000 

RKO  70,000,000  40,000,000 

20th-Fox  60,000,000  50,000,000 

United  Artists  10,000,000 

Universal  12,000,000  20,000,000 

Warner  150,000,000  100,000,000 


Totals  $547,000,000  $440,000,000 


this  decree,  and  is  and  are  directed  to  do 
the  acts  thereby  required.” 

Other  suggestions  made  by  the  “Big 
Five”  are  purely  matters  of  law  to  con- 
form with  the  actual  charges  in  the  pro- 
posed decree. 

Despite  the  settlement,  the  government 
is  still  seeking  theatre  divorcement  in  the 
new  petition.  But  in  this  connection,  how- 
ever, the  decree  provides  a three-year 
armistice  to  allow  the  provisions  of  the 
decree  an  opportunity  to  operate.  It  is 
hoped,  the  government  has  indicated,  that 
the  abuses  complained  of  will  be  elimi- 
nated under  the  new  order  of  things  and 
that  the  divorcement  angle  will  not  have 
to  be  pursued  at  the  end  of  the  trial  period. 

Charges  in  Amended  Complaint 

The  eight  charges  outlined  in  the 
amended  complaint  are  as  follows: 

“Each  of  the  combinations  of  parent 
and  subsidiary  corporations  which  re- 
spectively form  20th-Fox,  Loew’s,  Para- 
mount, RKO  and  Warner  constitutes  a 
separate  combination  and  monopoly  in  re- 
straint of  trade,  which  in  and  of  itself 
has  violated  section  1 and  2 of  the  Sher- 
man Act  in  the  following  manner: 

“By  preventing  independent  producers 
from  competing  with  such  a combination 
in  the  production  of  films. 

“By  preventing  independent  distributors 
from  competing  with  such  a combination 
in  the  distribution  of  films. 

“By  preventing  unaffiliated  exhibitors 
from  competing  with  such  a combination 
in  the  operation  of  theatres  in  cities  and 
towns  where  theatres  operated  by  it  are 
located. 

“By  acquiring  and  maintaining  a mo- 
nopoly of  the  business  of  exhibiting  mo- 
tion pictures  in  areas  serving  a substan- 
tial percentage  of  the  total  population  of 
the  U.  S. 

“By  coercing  and  intimidating  unaffili- 
ated exhibitors  located  in  towns  where 
such  a combination  operates  no  theatres 
to  license  its  films  upon  arbitrary  terms 
by  expressed  or  implied  threats  to  build  or 
acquire  a competing  theatre  and  use  it 
to  destroy  the  business  of  such  unaffiliated 
exhibitors. 

“By  coercing  and  intimidating  unaf- 


filiated exhibitors  located  in  towns  where 
such  a combination  operates  or  where  it 
desires  to  operate  theatres,  into  relinquish- 
ing control  of  their  theatres  or  a share  of 
the  profits  thereof,  to  it,  by  expressed  or 
implied  threats  to  deprive  them  of  access 
to  its  films  or  to  so  limit  the  terms  and 
conditions  on  which  they  license  such 
films  that  they  may  no  longer  be  profit- 
ably exhibited  by  them. 

“By  conditioning  the  licensing  of  films 
distributed  by  such  a combination  in 
theatres  operated  by  another  such  com- 
bination, upon  the  licensing  of  films  dis- 
tributed by  the  latter  combination  in  thea- 
tres operated  by  the  former  combination.” 

The  new  prayer,  which  includes  a pro- 
vision for  arbitration,  follows: 

“1 — That  the  court  issue  its  prelimin- 
ary injunction  restraining  the  defendants 
herein,  and  each  of  them,  from  building, 
buying,  leasing,  or  otherwise  acquiring 
any  additional  theatres  or  any  further  in- 
terest, or  interests,  in  any  additional  thea- 
tres, either  directly  or  indirectly,  through 
the  acquisition  thereof  by  subsidiary  oc 
associated  corporations  or  otherwise,  rmtil 
the  final  decree  herein  or  until  the  fur- 
ther order  of  this  court. 

“2 — That  each  of  the  contracts,  com- 
binations, and  conspiracies  in  restraint  of 
interstate  trade  and  commerce,  together 
with  the  attempts  to  monopolize  and  the 
monopolization  of  the  same,  herein  before 
described,  be  declared  illegal  and  viola- 
tive of  the  Sherman  Act. 

“3 — That  the  defendants  herein,  their 
subsidiaries,  and  each  of  them,  and  each 
and  all  of  their  respective  officers  and  di- 
rectors, and  each  and  all  of  the  respective 
agents,  servants  and  employes,  and  all  per- 
sons acting  or  claiming  to  act  on  behalf 
of  the  defendants,  their  subsidiaries,  or 
any  of  them,  be  perpetually  enjoined  and 
restrained  from  continuing  to  carry  out, 
directly  or  indirectly,  expressly  or  im- 
pliedly, the  attempts  at  monopolization, 
the  monopolies  and  all  restraints  of  said 
interstate  trade  and  commerce  in  the  pro- 
duction, distribution,  and  exhibition  of 
motion  pictures  described  herein,  and  from 
entering  into  and  carrying  out,  directly  or 
indirectly,  expressly  or  impliedly,  any 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Gov't  Drops  Charges 
Against  Individuals 


(Continued  from  page  4) 

rectors.  Eliminated  are  these  companies 
and  these  individuals: 

Paramount  Distributing  Co.,  Inc.,  Bar- 
ney Balaban,  Adolph  Zukor,  Neil  P.  Agnew, 
Y.  Prank  Preeman,  Edwin  L.  Weisi,  John 
W.  Hicks  jr.,  Austin  C.  Keough,  Walter  B. 
Cokell,  Stanton  Griffis,  Stephen  Cal- 
laghan, Duncan  G.  Harris,  John  D.  Hertz, 
George  L.  Bagnall,  Harvey  D.  Gibson,  A. 
Conger  Goodyear,  Earl  I.  McClintock, 
Maurice  Newton,  Norman  Collyer  and 
Ernest  V.  Richards  jr. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Corp.,  Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer  Distributing  Corp.  of 
Texas,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  Arthur  M. 
Loew,  J.  Robert  Rubin,  Edward  A.  Schil- 
ler, Edgar  J.  Mannix,  A1  Lichtman,  Sam 
Katz,  David  Bernstein,  Leopold  Priedman, 
Louis  B.  Mayer,  William  P.  Rodgers, 
Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  John  R.  Hazel, 
Henry  Rogers  Winthrop,  David  Warfield, 
George  N.  Armsby,  William  A.  Parker  and 
Harry  Rapf. 

Pathe  News,  Inc.,  Van  Beuren  Corp.,  Leo 
Spitz,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  William  Mallard, 
William  H.  Clark,  Jules  Levey,  William  G. 
Harbord,  Lunsford  P.  Yandell,  Malcolm 
Kingsberg  and  Leon  Goldberg. 

Vitaphone  Corp.,  Harry  M.  Warner,  Al- 
bert Warner,  Jack  L.  Warner,  Sam  E.  Mor- 
ris, Herman  Starr,  Stanleigh  P.  Priedman, 
Robert  W.  Perkins,  Joseph  Bernhard, 
Gradwell  L.  Sears,  Samuel  Carlisle,  Wad- 
dill  Catchings,  Charles  S.  Guggenheimer, 
Morris  Wolf,  S.  Charles  Einfeld  and  W. 
Stewart  McDonald. 

Movietonews,  Inc.,  20th  Century-Pox 
Corp.  of  Texas,  20th  Century-Pox  Dis- 
tributing Corp.,  Chase  National  Bank, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Sidney  R.  Kent,  Wil- 
liam C.  Michel,  Darryl  P.  Zanuck,  Pelix  A. 
Jenkins,  Sidney  Towell,  William  Goetz,  H. 
Donald  Campbell,  John  R.  Dillon,  William 
P.  Philips,  Herman  G.  Place,  Seton  Por- 
ter, Daniel  O.  Hastings,  Truman  H.  Talley, 
Spyros  P.  Skouras,  A.  S.  Gambee,  H.  C. 
Cox,  John  P.  Edmondson,  and  Herman 
Wobber. 

Columbia  Pictures  Corp.  of  California, 
Ltd.,  Columbia  Pictures  Distributing  Co., 
Inc.,  Harry  Cohn,  Jack  Cohn,  A.  Schnei- 
der, Charles  Schwartz,  Abe  Montague,  Saul 
Bornstein,  Jack  Kerner,  Leo  M.  Blancke, 
Mendel  B.  Silberberg,  William  S.  Holman, 
Charles  B.  Mintz  (deceased) , George  Wink- 
ler, and  Theodore  J.  Elias. 

J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Charles  D.  Prutz- 
man,  Samuel  Machnovitch,  James  P.  Nor- 
manly,  Nathan  J.  Blumberg,  Peyton  Gib- 
son, Paul  G.  Brown,  William  Preiday, 
Daniel  C.  Collins,  Ottavia  Prochet,  Budd 
Rogers,  Daniel  M.  Sheaffer,  WUlis  H. 
Taylor  jr.,  Matthew  Pox,  William  A.  Scully 
and  Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  variously  iden- 
tified with  Universal. 

Harry  D.  Buckley,  Arthur  W.  Kelly, 
Harry  J.  Muller,  Dennis  P.  O’Brien,  Ed- 
ward C.  Raftery,  Charles  Schwartz,  Eman- 
uel Silverstone,  James  Roosevelt  and 
Theodore  Caruso  of  UA. 


Mills  Succeeds  Roosevelt 
As  Soundies  President 

Chicago — With  the  resignation  of  James 
Roosevelt  to  join  the  marine  corps  reserve 
as  captain,  Gordon  Mills  of  Mills  Novelty 
has  succeeded  him  to  the  presidency  of 
Soundies  Distributing  Corp.  Mills  pre- 
viously was  vice-president  of  the  company 
which  distributes  reels  for  music  boxes. 


Interventionists  Rap  Decree, 
Despite  Approval  Portents 


Majors  Again  Deny  Any 
Conspiracy  Existed 

(Continued  from  page  9» 
monopolies  or  restraints  of  interstate  trade 
and  commerce  similar  to  those  alleged 
herein  to  be  illegal. 

“4 — That  a nationwide  system  of  im- 
partial arbitration  tribunals  or  such  other 
means  of  enforcement  as  the  court  may 
deem  proper  be  established  pursuant  to 
the  final  decree  of  this  court  in  order  to 
secure  adequate  enforcement  of  whatever 
general  and  nationwide  prohibitions  of  il- 
legal practices  may  be  contained  therein. 

“5 — That  the  integration  of  production 
and  exhibition  branches  of  the  industry  by 
the  producer-exhibitor  defendants  herein, 
and  each  of  them,  be  declared  to  be  un- 
lawful as  an  instrumentality  of  monopoly 
and  restraints  upon  interstate  trade  and 
commerce,  and  violative  of  the  Sherman 
Anti-Trust  Act. 

“6 — That  the  defendants  Paramount, 
20th-Pox,  Warner,  Loew’s,  and  RKO,  and 
each  of  them,  under  the  direction  and 
supervision  of  the  court  be  ordered  and 
directed  to  divest  themselves  of  all  inter- 
est and  ownership,  both  direct  and  in- 
direct, either  in  theatres  and  theatre  hold- 
ings or  in  production  and  distribution 
facilities  and  that  they,  and  each  of  them, 
and  their  respective  successors  be  perman- 
ently enjoined  from  acquiring,  directly  or 
indirectly,  any  other  interest  in  the  branch 
of  the  industry  divested  or  in  any  persons, 
firms,  or  corporations  which  are  engaged 
or  may  engage  in  that  branch  of  the  in- 
dustry; such  divestiture  to  be  accomplished 
and  carried  out  upon  such  terms  and  con- 
ditions as  the  court  may  deem  proper. 

“7 — That  the  defendants  Paramount, 
20th-Pox,  National  Theatres,  Warner  Pic- 
tures, Warner  Circuit  Management  Corp., 
Loew’s,  RKO,  KAO,  RKO  Proctor  Corp. 
and  RKO  Midwest  Corp.,  and  each  of  them, 
under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the 
court  be  ordered  and  directed  to  divest 
themselves  of  all  interests  and  ownership, 
both  direct  and  indirect,  in  any  theatres 
which  the  court  shall  find  have  been  used 
by  one  or  more  of  them  to  unreasonably 
restrain  trade  and  commerce  in  motion 
pictures  in  violation  of  Section  1 of  the 
Sherman  Act  or  to  monopolize  trade  and 
commerce  in  motion  pictures  in  violation 
of  Section  2 of  the  Sherman  Act. 

“8 — That  the  plaintiff  have  such  other 
and  further  relief  as  the  court  may  deem 
proper.” 


New  York — While  cross  sectional  opinion 
indicated  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 
dard would  sign  the  proposed  consent  de- 
cree, opposing  attorneys  in  a six-hour 
court  session  on  Thursday,  left  him  to  con- 
sider (1)  his  right  of  jurisdiction,  (2)  the 
“capability”  of  the  department  of  justice 
to  accept  such  a document,  and,  (3) 
whether  or  not  the  attorney  general  has 
usurped  the  power  of  congress  in  condon- 
ing the  decree. 

Actual  signing  is  not  scheduled  to  take 
place  until  Judge  Goddard,  who  asked  for 
a private  session,  “in  a few  days”  meets 
with  Noble  Braden  of  the  American  Ar- 
bitration Ass’n,  one  representative  from 
each  of  the  consenting  defendants  and 
the  government  to  clarify  rules  of  arbi- 
tration. 

The  development  appears  to  have  re- 
sulted from  the  insistence  of  opposing  ex- 
hibitor organization  attorneys  that  the  cost 
of  arbitration  to  small  operators  would  be 
prohibitive.  The  most  violent  objection 
centered  over  the  blocks-of-five  sales  plan 
and  trade  screenings,  both  of  which  were 
said  to  contain  no  relief  and,  contrarily, 
assertedly  would  be  considerably  more  bur- 
densome than  selling  under  existing  trade 
practices. 

Much  stress  was  laid  on  the  allegation 
that  the  terms  of  the  decree,  rather  than 
relieving  conditions,  in  effect  would  per- 
petuate them  and  give  to  consenting  dis- 
tributor defendants  protection  of  their  al- 
leged monopolies  through  government 
sanction. 

Few  phases  of  industry  operation  were 
left  untouched  as  counsel  for  16  different 
exhibitor  units  launched  an  attack  on  the 
proposed  decree. 

As  an  over-crowded  court  room  set  the 
stage  for  the  largest  turnout  of  legal  talent 
yet  present  under  one  roof  since  the  case 
began  two  years  ago,  James  V.  Hayes,  spe- 
cial assistant  to  the  attorney  general, 
opened  with  an  analysis  of  the  decree  and 
a layman’s  explanation  of  the  reason  for 
each  provision.  The  approach,  he  assert- 
ed, was  an  endeavor  to  provide  a method 
of  doing  business  that  would  eliminate,  if 
possible,  alleged  injustices  and  meet  com- 
plaints of  non-industry  public  groups  with- 
out resort  to  “drastic  remedies  of  divorce- 
ment.” 

Claiming  there  are  few  “sorer  spots” 
than  block  booking,  he  declared  the  blocks- 
of-five  plan  will  open  screen  time,  thus 
stimulating  competition  among  distribu- 
tors, permit  independent  distributors  an 

( Continued  on  page  20 1 
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180  vs.  2,005,  Says  Gov’t 

New  York — In  order  to  demonstrate  how  production  loanouts  have  worked  since 
1933,  the  government's  amended  complaint  against  the  "Little  Three"  ties  in  all  of 
the  majors  by  alleging  seven  companies  farmed  talent  to  a total  of  2,005  to  other  majors 
as  against  180  loans  to  independent  producers  in  that  period.  This  tabulation  is  from 


the  petition: 

Defendant — To  Major  Producers  To  Independent  Producers 

Loew's  610  56 

Paramount  439  46 

Warner  223  12 

RKO  109  12 

20th-Fox  251  7 

Columbia  175  36 

Universal  198  11 
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Look  at  it 


It’s  C 
torE 

EDGAR 


- IN 

AUTHORS! 

EDGAR  WALLACE 

The  master  mystery  writer 
of  all  time...whose  readers 
number  countless  millions! 


ACTION! 

Swift...smashing  ...startling. 
suspense-streaked...lashing 
with  the  fury  of  a tornado! 


PRODUCTION! 

Produced  on  a showmonly 
scale  that  places  it  in  a 
class  unique  in  the  annals 
of  motion  picture  serials! 


IN 

TITLES! 

GREEN  ARCHER 

starring 

VICTOR  JORY 

w.,h  IRIS  MEREDITH 

Based  upon  the  novel,  "The  Green  Archer",  by  Edgar  Wallace 
Screenplay  by  Morgan  B.  Cox,  John  Cutting,  Jesse  A,  Duffy,  James  W.  Horne 
Directed  by  JAMES  W.  HORNE 

COLUMBIA  CHAPTER-PLAY 


/o 


/(ft! 


Jumping  the  gun  on  the  double  holiday  again  this  year,  this  is  an  idea, 
factual  and  fanciful,  of  what  they  are  thankful  for  on  Thanksgiving  Day; 


Published  Every  Saturday  by 
Associated  Publications 
Editorial  Offices:  9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  New 
York  City.  Louis  Rydell,  Advertising  Man- 
ager. Wm.  Ornstein,  Eastern  Editor.  Tele- 
phone Columbus  5-6370,  5-6371,  5-6372. 
Cable  address:  “Boxoffice,  New  York.” 
Western  Offices:  6404  Hollywood  Blvd., 
Hollywood,  Calif.  Ivan  Spear,  Manager. 
Telephone  Gladstone  1186. 

Publication  Offices:  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.  Telephone  Chestnut  7777. 
Other  Associated  Publications:  Boxoffice 
BAROMETER,  Boxoffice  RECORDS, 
Boxoffice  PICTURE  GUIDE,  published 
annually;  THE  MODERN  THEATRE,  pub- 
lished monthly  as  a section  of  Boxoffice. 

ALBANY — 21-23  IValter  Ave.,  M.  Berrigan. 
ATLANTA — 183  Walton  St.,  Theatrical  Printing 
Co.  Helen  Hardy.  Telephone  JAckson  5331. 
BOSTON — 14  Piedmont  St.,  Brad  Angier,  New 
England  editor.  Telephone  Liberty  9305. 
BUFFALO — The  Courier-E.xpress,  W.  E.  Martin. 
CHARLOTTE — The  Observer,  Mary  B,  Parham. 
CHICAGO — 332  S.  Michigan  Blvd.,  Hal  Tate, 
Central  editor.  Telephone  Wabash  4575. 
CINCINNATI — 127  Tremont  St.,  Ft.  Thomas.  Ky., 
Clara  Hyde.  Telephone  Highland  1657. 
CLEVELAND — 12805  Cedar  Road,  Cleveland 
Heights,  Elsie  Loeb.  Telephone  Fairmount  0046. 
DALLAS — 408  S.  Harwood.  V.  W.  Crisp.  South- 
western editor.  Teiephone  7-3553. 

DENVER — 319  S.  Ciarkson  St.,  J.  A,  Ro.se.  Tele- 
phone Spruce  0318. 

DES  MOINES — The  Colonade,  Rene  Clayton. 
DETROIT— 424  Book  Bldg.,  H.  F.  Reves.  Tele- 
phone Cadillac  9085. 

HOLLYWOOD — 6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Ivan  Spear, 
Western  editor.  Telephone  OLadstone  1186. 
INDIANAPOLIS — 444  North  Illinois  St.,  Don  R. 
Rossiter. 

KANSAS  CITY — 4804  East  Ninth  St.,  Jesse  Shlyen, 
Midwest  editor.  Telephone  CHestnut  7777. 
LITTLE  ROCK — P.  O.  Bo.x  253,  Lynn  Hubbard. 
Telephone  3-0156. 

MEMPHIS — 399  So.  Second  St.,  Carolyne  Miller. 
MILWAUKEE — 210  East  Michigan  St.,  H.  C. 

Brunner.  Telephone  Kilbourn  6670-J. 
MINNEAPOLIS — 507  Essex  Bldg.,  Maurice  Wolff. 
NEW  HAVEN — 42  Church  St.,  Suite  915,  Gertrude 
Pearson.  Telephone  6-4149. 

NEW  ORLEANS — 1136  Behrman  Ave.,  J.  W. 
Leigh. 

NEW  YORK  CITY— 9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  William 
Ornstein,  Eastern  editor.  Telephone  Columbus 
5-6370,  5-6371,  5-6372. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— 527y2  N.  W.  9th  St..  Frederic 
Schofield.  Telephone  79-8098. 

OMAHA — 5640  Woolworth  Ave.,  Monte  Davis. 
PHILADELPHIA — 426  Pine  St.,  Joseph  Shaltz. 
Telephone  WAlnut  0860. 

PITTSBURGH— 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F. 

Klingensmith.  Telephone  Atlantic  4858. 
PORTLAND,  ORE. — Oregon  Journal,  Dick  Fagan. 
Telephone  ATlantic  0123. 

ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett. 
Telephone  Flanders  3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— 167  South  State  St.,  Viola  B. 

Hutton.  Telephone  WAsatch  165. 

SAN  FRANCISCO — 606  Grant  Bldg.,  1095  Market 
St.,  A1  Scott.  Telephone  Market  6580. 

SEATTLE — 2418  Second  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper.  Tele- 
phone Seneca  2460. 

WASHINGTON— 1426  G St.,  Earle  A.  Dyer. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY,  ALTA.— The  Albertan,  W'm.  Campbell. 
EDMONTON.  ALTA. — 9905  102nd  St.  Molly  Shirley. 
HAMILTON.  O. — 20  Holton  Ave.,  N.,  Hugh  Millar. 
LONDON,  O. — 97  Adelaide  St.,  S..  John  Gore. 
MONTREAL.  QUEBEC— 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G., 
Roy  Carmichael.  Telephone  Walnut  5519. 
REGINA,  SASK.^ — The  Leader-Post,  Bruce  Peacock. 
ST.  JOHN,  N.  B. — 161  Princess  St.,  D.  Fetherston. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO — 242  Millwood  Road.  Milton 
Galbraith. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — 615  Hastings,  C.  P.  Rutty. 
VICTORIA,  B.  C. — 434  Quebec  St.,  Tom  Merrlman. 
WINNIPEG,  MAN. — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkln. 


Eddie  Aaron — Dale  Carnegie. 

Neil  F.  Agnew — ''N.  W.  M.  P.  " 

Harry  C.  Arthur — Long  distance  service. 
Jean  Arthur — Adenoids. 

Louis  Astor — The  circuits. 

Audiences — That  the  Ritz  Brothers  aren't 
a quartette. 

Barney  Balaban — Such  profits. 

John  Balaban — No  contempt. 

Harold  Bareford — That  he's  a grandpop. 
Carter  Barron — Steve  Early. 

Ray  Bell — Art  Schmidt. 

Maurice  Bergman — Fox's  McCarthy. 
Milton  Berle — Nose  bobbing. 

Joe  Bernhard — Dude  ranches  in  New 
Jersey. 

• 

Dave  Bernstein — $4.75  on  the  common. 
Russell  Birdwell — Et  tu,  Korda? 

Dave  Blum — It's  only  one  farm. 

Nate  J.  Blumberg — Loyal  stockholders. 
Mort  Blumenstock — Palm  Beach  in  Octo- 
ber. 

Clayton  Bond — Peace  in  Philadelphia. 
Harry  Brand — All  his  pals,  naturally. 
Billy  Brandt — Vaudeville  {?). 

Harry  Brandt — Film  Alliance. 

Sam  Briskin — Columbia. 

Jules  E.  Brulatour — Bill  German. 

• 

Harry  D.  Buckley — Counting  cash  is 
such  pleasure. 

Bob  Bums — Cheese. 

Lowell  Calvert — Jock,  David,  Rebecca, 
Scarlett. 

Ben  Y.  Cammack — South  America. 

Frank  Capra — John  Doe  and  Warner's 
dough. 

Leo  Carrillo — Parades. 

John  Caskey — The  age  of  consent  is  here. 
Charlie  Chaplin — Those  two  boys,  A. 
and  B. 

Ken  Clark — The  dynasty  stays. 

Max  A.  Cohen — Nothing. 

Harry  Cohn — Ask  Jack. 

Jack  Cohn — Ask  Harry. 

Harry  A.  Cole — Good  ol'  D.  of  J. 

• 

Tom  Connors — Junior  is  doing  O.  K.  on 
his  own. 

Cheever  Cowdin — Blumberg  signed  in 

'38. 

Bing  Crosby — His  pictures  top  his  horses. 
Jerry  (One-Lead)  Dale — Rubber  stamps. 
George  Dembow — The  drive  is  jelling. 
Sam  Dembow — Activity,  and  lots  of  it. 
Ned  E.  Depinet — That  ole  gang  of  mine. 
Howard  Dietz — Leo's  offspring;  his  own, 
too. 

Tyree  Dillard — The  age  of  consent  is 
here. 

Roy  Disney — It  finally  opened. 

Walt  Disney — Me,  too. 

Bill  Donovan — Same  as  Caskey  and 
Dillard. 

Oscar  A.  Doob — Two  Capitols — theatre 
and  bowling  alley. 

Scott  Dunlap — No  more  long  distance 
calls. 

Richard  E.  Dwight — Caskey  and  Dillard 
said  it. 

Woody  Van  Dyke — Uniforms  by  Adrian. 


Harry  Edington — Universal. 
Charlie  Einield — Excursions. 


Ernie  Emerling — Pencils. 

Dave  Epstein — Hungry  columnists. 

Lynn  Farnol — No  more  openings  for  a 
while. 

Max  Fellerman — The  health  is  up. 

Billy  Ferguson — History  is  made  at 
M-G-M. 

Bryan  Foy — His  candidate  came  through. 
Matty  Fox — His  summer  in  New  York. 
Frank  Freeman — Alphabet  soup. 

Lep  Friedman — His  golf  is  better. 

Bill  German — Fort  Lee's  so  close. 

"Doc"  Giannini — He  doesn't  live  in  N.  Y. 

• 

Bob  Gillham — The  gym. 

Henry  Ginsberg — Frank  Freeman. 

Hency  W.  Goddard — That  decree,  maybe. 
Bill  Goetz — His  new  waistline  is  sticking. 
Harry  Gold — Vogel,  Nolan  and  Brandt. 
Harry  Goldberg — Bucks  County,  Pa. 

Leon  Goldberg — Busings  ain't  bad. 
Eddie  Golden — Exhibitor  conventions. 
Leonard  Goldenson — He  studied  law. 
Sam  Goldwyn — The  lull. 

Walter  Gould — UA  promotes  from  with- 
in. 

• 

Jimmy  Grainger — It's  a great  republic. 
Irving  Greenfield — He  can  eat  again. 
Monroe  Greenthal — Marion,  of  course. 
Stanton  Griffis — See  Balaban,  Barney. 
Alexander  Hall — Turkeys — feathered  and 
cinematic. 

Roy  Haines — The  dress  industry. 

Will  H.  Hays  — The  option  will  be  picked 
up. 

Joseph  H.  Hazen — The  age  of  consent  is 
here. 

Bill  Heineman — The  Montana  hills. 
Morris  Helprin — Allan  Boretez  and  "The 
Hard  Way." 

• 

John  Hicks — He  took  care  of  most  of  his 
men. 

Karl  Hoblitzelle — He  can  send  ambu- 
lances to  Britain. 

Hal  Hode — Picture  Pioneers  meet  only 
twice  annually. 

Bill  Hollander — That  "his  boys"  have  all 
made  good. 

Hollywood  Stomach-Specialists  — Same 
as  Mayo,  Archie. 

Bob  Hope — Fewer  charities. 

Arthur  Hornblow  jr. — Mitchell  Leisen. 
Hal  Horne — Nov.  13  is  behind  him. 

Milt  Hossfeld — His  home  in  California. 
John  Howley — The  one  about  the  age  of 
consent. 

• 

Joe  Hummel — Tinted  glasses. 

Walter  Hutchinson — Outposts  of  empire. 
Rube  Jackter — His  complexion  isn't  de- 
ceiving. 

Felix  Jenkins — Decree,  stay  away  from 
my  door. 

Nunnally  Johnson — Grapes  and  tobacco. 

(Continued  on  page  22) 


18 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  16,  1940 


ON  THE  AIR 
FROM  HOLLYWOOD- 
THE  GREATEST 
RADIO  SHOW 
IN  THE  HISTORY  OF 
RADIO  SHOWMANSHIP! 

ALICE  FAYE,  BETTY  GRABLE... 
AND  OTHER  "TIN  PAN  ALLEY" 
STARS . . . TAKING  OVER  THE 
ENTIRE  KATE  SMITH  HOUR! 
FRIDAY,  NOV.  22,  8 to  9 
P.M.  (EST)  OVER  89  CBS 
STATIONS!  TIN  PAN  ALLEY 
STARS,  SONGS  AND  SELLING 
GOING  OUT  TO  25,000,000 
LISTENERS -ONE  OF  THE  FIVE 
BIGGEST  RADIO  AUDIENCES 
IN  THE  CROSSLEY  RATINGS! 
THE  SPECTACULAR  CLI- 
MAX TO  THE  BROADCAST 
BARRAGE  BACK  OF  20th's 
GREATEST  OF  ALL  MUSICALS! 


"Fantasia" 

7T  N ARTIST'S  adventure  in  music" 

““  is  how  Walt  Disney  describes 
his  "Fantasia." 

That  is  not  all.  It  is  clearly  an  ex- 
perimental venture  striking  daringly 
and  bravely  into  lields  uncharted.  It 
does  this  with  great  artistry  and  imag- 
ination and,  while  the  results  stamp 
themselves  with  a rare  and  unusual 
distinction,  they  likewise  chalk  up  in 
terms  of  mass  acceptance  a large  and 
formidable  question  mark. 

The  fundamental  of  "Fantasia"  is 
its  music.  Several  of  the  eight  num- 
bers are  generally  acknowledged  to 
be  permanently  great  and  others  are 
accepted  widely  through  usage.  But 
insofar  as  the  great  body  of  the  public 
is  concerned,  all  of  it  is  in  the  classical 
mould. 

The  producer,  however,  talks  about 
his  attraction  as  a new  kind  of  enter- 
tainment which  has  been  described  as 
"seeing  music  and  hearing  pictures." 
That  may  read  well  in  the  catchline 
manner,  but  "Fantasia"  is  nothing  of 
the  sort.  It  is  hearing  music  and  see- 
ing pictures — hearing  fine  music 
played  by  a great  orchestra,  inter- 
preted dramatically,  beautifully  and 
delightfully  in  terms  of  pictures  pho- 
tographed in  breathtaking  and  won- 
drous color  and  conceived  with  bril- 
liant resourcefulness,  but,  neverthe- 
less, hearing  music.  The  empha- 
sis is  deliberately  pointed  up  be- 

Interventionists  Have 
Their  Day  in  Court 

(Continued  from  page  15) 
opportunity  to  sell  in  such  competition  and 
afford  exhibitors  greater  opportunities  of 
choice. 

The  trade  screening  provision  is  designed 
to  cure  blind  selling  and  thus  meets  com- 
plaints of  exhibitors  they  must  buy  sight 
unseen,  and  meets,  too,  public  group  criti- 
cism that  under  blind  selling  local  exhibi- 
tors are  unable  to  choose  pictures  most 
suited  to  their  neighborhood,  he  added. 

The  provision  for  licensing  by  districts 
is  designed  to  curb  in  part  the  purchas- 
ing power  of  circuits  with  which  inde- 
pendents must  compete.  The  ideal  of  free 
and  op>en  competition  can  only  exist,  he 
said,  if  every  theatre  is  independently 
owned  and  separately  produced,  but  “I  fear 
this  idea  does  not  exist  except  in  fairy 
books.” 

The  “some  run”  clause,  he  contended, 
was  designed  to  meet  the  claim  some  ex- 
hibitors cannot  get  pictures  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. The  section  directs  defend- 
ants to  license  pictures  to  every  reputable, 
responsible  exhibitor  unless  granting  of  a 
run  would  reduce  a distributor’s  total 
revenue  in  the  area.  The  burden  of  proof 
on  such  reduction  in  revenue  rests  with 
the  distributor. 

The  annual  arbitration  budget,  after 
the  first  year,  will  be  $465,000  for  each 


cause  Disney's  latest  actually  is  a con- 
cert on  film  and,  therefore,  the  sort 
of  attraction  which  thus  far  has  been 
denied  wide  scale  film  audience  ac- 
ceptance. 

There  is  always  the  chance,  of 
course,  that  it  may  be  different.  We 
are  for  it,  whole  hog  and  completely 
down  the  line,  and  yet  we  doubt  it 
despite  the  stirring  performance  by  the 
Philadelphia  Orchestra  under  the 
dynamic  direction  of  Leopold  Stokow- 
ski, the  extraordinary  beauty  of  the 
Disney  conception  and  the  intelligent- 
ly witty  commentary  of  the  noted  music 
commentator.  Deems  Taylor. 

If  that  chance  is  there  at  all,  it  will 
come  through  the  dozen  roadshows 
planned  for  the  nation  in  the  next  year. 
In  the  larger  cities  where  musical  ap- 
preciation runs  highest,  there  might  be, 
and  there  probably  will  be,  a selective 
clientele  waiting  to  shower  "Fantasia" 
with  its  support. 

The  circumstances  surrounding  gen- 
eral distribution,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  far  less  definitely  outlined.  The 
sound  equipment  is  expensive  and 
specially  constructed.  The  Disney  or- 
ganization talks  only  vaguely  about 
the  regular  picture  house  and  more 
specifically  about  reproducer  installa- 
tion at  the  rate  of  approximately 
$35,000  a theatre  if  the  present  four 
sound  track  system  is  to  be  employed. 

If  this  pattern  is  not  finally  cut  down 
to  fit  the  general  market,  "Fantasia" 
and  that  market  cannot  have  anything 
in  common.  — K. 


subsequant  year,  except  that  the  court  in 
any  year  may  order  an  increase  not  ex- 
ceeding $50,000. 

Hayes  claimed  the  “goal”  of  February  1 
was  set  for  the  arbitration  system  to  func- 
tion and  said  the  rules  provide  for  speed, 
but  not  at  sacrifice  of  any  special  right. 

“No  one  considers  provision  of  the  de- 
cree a panacea,”  he  declared.  “At  the 
same  time  both  defendants  and  the  gov- 
ernment believe  it  is  infinitely  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  years  of  litigation  with  a pos- 
sibility at  the  end  of  chaos  that  will  re- 
sult from  divorcement.  It  is  the  hope  and 
desire  of  all  it  will  bring  to  the  industry 
a degree  of  peace  and  good  feeling.  Events 
may  prove  its  failure.  Should  that  occur 
there  may  be  no  alternative  but  for  the 
government  to  press  suit.” 

In  opposing,  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied 
chairman,  assumed  the  stand  the  pro- 
posed decree  is  beyond  the  power  of  the 
court  to  enter.  He  said  the  decree  does 
not  prevent  and  restrain  violations  of  the 
Sherman  act,  but  merely  modifies  certain 
practices  and  casts  upon  independent  ex- 
hibitors the  burden  of  enforcing  its  pro- 
visions. He  charged  the  decree  “legalizes, 
protects  and  perpetuates  monopolistic  prac- 
tices of  the  big  eight.” 

For  Columbia,  Louis  Frohlich  also  ques- 
tioned the  right  of  the  court  to  approve 
the  decree.  He  called  the  five-block  plan 
economically  unsound  and  unfeasible  for 
Columbia  on  the  ground  it  would  require 
increased  working  capital  and  augment 
the  selling  cost.  He  argued  such  increased 
burden  would  threaten  the  company’s  fi- 
nancial future. 

Representing  MPTOA  was  William  Sims, 


To  Columbia  Jan,  2 — 

David  A.  Livton,  publicity  director  at 
the  Universal  studio,  who  joins  Colum- 
bia as  director  of  advertising,  exploi- 
tation and  publicity  January  2.  He 
will  succeed  Maurice  A.  Bergman  who 
launehes  himself  as  advertising  direc- 
tor of  2Qth  Century-Fox  December  2. 


who  declared  that  the  consumer,  both  in 
the  person  of  the  exhibitor  and  the  pub- 
lic lacked  protection  of  the  Sherman  Anti- 
Trust  Act.  He  recommended  absolute  right 
of  cancellation  and  declared  the  arbitra- 
tion appeals  board  represents  a costly  and 
cumbersome  operation. 

Judge  Goddard  appeared  particularly 
concerned  with  the  lot  of  the  small-town 
theatre  owner  as  pictured  by  Roy  L.  Wal- 
ker, Lampasas,  Tex.,  president  of  Texas 
Theatre  Owners  Protective  Ass’n,  center- 
ing his  attack  about  three  “propositions.” 
Walker  asserted  that  (1)  rentals  will  dou- 
ble for  the  little-town  exhibitor,  (2)  the 
decree  will  cause  him  to  play  three  to  15 
months  after  release,  as  compared  to  six 
to  eight  weeks,  (3)  It  offered  the  alterna- 
tive of  being  driven  out  of  business  or 
making  a deal  with  a chain  for  buying 
and  booking.  He  seemed  to  score  an  im- 
pressive point  when  he  declared  the  de- 
cree would  cause  him  to  pay  upwards  of 
$50  to  travel  to  an  exchange  center  to 
buy  pictures  with  a $12.50  rental.  He  criti- 
cized the  attorney  general  for  refusing  to 
accept  the  industry’s  trade  practice  code, 
observing  that  “if  he  would  prosecute  un- 
der that  proposal  then  he  could  send  every 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  decree  to  the 
penitentiary.” 

Robert  E.  Sher,  government  counsel,  in 
a brief  rebuttal,  made  an  important  ob- 
servation when  he  said  cancellation  was 
not  being  hampered  by  the  decree  and 
that  exhibitors  were  still  in  a bargaining 
position  to  obtain  such  privileges  as  at 
present — a condition  not  controlled  by 
law,  but  “a  matter  of  pure  negotiation 
between  buyer  and  seller.” 

When  asked  by  Judge  Goddard  why  it 
appeared  many  opponents  did  not  have 
sufficient  opportunity  to  be  heard,  Sher 
replied:  “Maybe  they  don’t  want  to  com- 
pete for  pictures.”  The  judge  then  asked 
if  Sher  knew  any  one  exhibitor  group 
that  favored  the  plan,  but  Sher  replied 
in  the  negative,  and  said  the  decree  was 
outlined  only  after  many  independent  ex- 
hibitors had  presented  their  views,  which 
he  asserted  were  “considered — but  we 
didn’t  agree  with  them  all.  To  accept  one 
is  to  exclude  another.” 
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The  Most  exciuns 

OF  ALL  FROM 


(Continued  from  page  18) 

Ray  Johnston — No  more  office  rent  in 

N Y. 

John  Joseph — California  likes  him. 

Ben  Kalmenson — Long  cigars. 

Herbert  Kalmus — Technicolor,  naturally. 
Sam  Katz — He's  on  the  producing  end. 
Arthur  W.  Kelly — The  domestic  market. 
Austin  C.  Keough — The  age  of  consent. 
Malcolm  Kingsberg — S e e Goldberg, 

Leon. 

Alex  Korda — Bagdad  had  a thief. 

Milt  Kusell — Planes. 

Jesse  Lasky — Sergeant  York. 

Abe  Lastvogel — Stepladders. 

Paul  Lazarus — Complimentary  calls  in- 
tended for  Junior. 

Bill  LeBaron — Benny  let  him  down  easy. 
Mervyn  LeRoy — "Escape.” 

• 

Arthur  Lee — Retreat  near  Canada. 

Carl  Leserman — He's  on  Sears'  side. 
Jules  Levey — Syracuse,  Runyon,  Uni- 
versal. 

Howard  Levinson — The  worst's  over. 
Cliff  Lewis — Bob  Speers. 

Lou  Lifton — California. 

Dave  Lipton — Reeve-to-Bergman-to-Lip- 
ton. 

Tom  Loach — Pathe. 

Arthur  Loew — No  more  visas. 

L.  B.  Mayer — Mares. 

Charlie  McCarthy — Nick's  Hunting  Room. 

• 

Frank  McCarthy — Police  license. 

Joe  McConville — South  America. 

Blake  McVeigh — Democrats. 

Bill  Mallard — They  decreed  a decree. 
Fredric  March — A birth  certificate. 

Archie  Mayo — Sunday  night  buffets  at 
Hillcrest. 

Freddie  Meyer — The  new  playroom. 

Dan  Michalove — He  didn't  sail. 

W.  C.  Michel — No  more  Ambrose  Light- 
ship. 

Jake  Milstein — Lindy's,  51st  St. 

Bob  Mochrie — Andy  Smith. 

Abe  Montague — Long-term  franchises. 
Bob  Montgomery — He  spoke  before  only 
one  forum. 

• 

Oscar  Morgan — Headquarters  in  N.  Y. 
Boris  Morros — Curling  irons. 

Arthur,  Charlie,  Harry,  Joe  and  Martin 
Moskowitz — "Ma's"  annual  party. 

Jim  Mulvey — There's  always  Goldwyn. 
Abram  Myers — The  Capitol — is  to. 

Leon  Netter — Terrence,  Bud,  Bill. 

Joe  Nolan — Erie  railroad. 

Johnny  O'Connor — The  coat  came  back. 
Bob  O'Donnell — Texas  is  its  own  empire. 
Ted  O'Shea — Miami's  'round  the  corner. 
Dave  Palfreyman — Summer  at  Squaw 
Mountain. 


Steve  Pallos — No  blackouts  in  America. 
Louella  Parsons — P.  A.  tours. 

Joe  Pasternak — An  unbroken  chain. 
Richard  C.  Patterson — Atlas. 

Eddie  Peskay — Joe  Vogel. 

Charlie  Pettijohn — Quick  recovery. 

Bob  Perkins — Big  Five  finally  consented, 
Louis  Phillips — Count  me  in,  too. 
Eugene  Picker — Sylvia. 

Leonard  Picker — Long  Island,  not  Jer- 
sey, mosquitoes. 

Mary  Pickford — My  Buddy. 

Lou  Pollock — Lots  of  things. 

Bob  Poole — Charlie  Skouras. 


Bill  Powers — Those  deals  are  behind 
him. 

Fred  Pride — The  age  of  consent  is  here. 
Fred  Quimby — California. 

Phil  Reisman — The  new  daughter-in- 
law. 

H.  M.  Richey — Leo. 

Norton  Ritchey — His  office  hasn't  moved. 
Herman  Robbins — Peace  with  Warner. 
Bill  Rodgers — New  Rochelle. 

Harold  Rodner — All's  well  at  Saranac. 
Henry  Rogers — One-syllable  words. 
Mickey  Rooney — Les  Peterson. 

Jimmy  Roosevelt — Dimes. 

J.  Robert  Rubin — The  agent  of  consent, 
etc. 

• 

Eddie  Saunders — A brace  of  Flying  A's. 
Scandal-Mongers — The  affairs  of  Ana- 
tole. 

George  J.  Schaefer — Welles  that  are  not 
dry. 

Aubrey  Schenck — His  new  permanent 
house  guest. 

Marvin  Schenck — His  own  gym. 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck — "The  Pansy.” 
Leon  Schlesinger — Bathing  beauty  con- 
tests. 

Robert  Schless — The  U.  S.  A. 

Art  Schmidt — Howard  Dietz. 

Abe  Schneider — The  family  addition. 

• 

Eddie  Schnitzer — H i s father  pulled 

through. 

Fred  Schwartz — Cabin  in  the  pines. 
Charlie  Schwartz — Sunshine  in  Phoenix 
Bill  Scully — Universal  didn't  consent. 

Si  Seadler — Pigeons — and  lions. 

Grad  Sears — The  St.  John  Amusement 
Co. 

Joe  Seidelman — 3,000  miles  of  ocean. 
David  O.  Selznick — Atlanta. 

Harry  Sherman — Oats. 

Milton  Silver — The  N.  S.  S.  babies. 
Arthur  Silverstone — That  London  can 
take  it. 


Manny  Silverstone — Finally,  a driver's 
license. 

Murray  Silverstone — That  Mrs.  S.  is 
better. 

George  Skouras — Business  upturn. 
Charlie  Skouras — FWC  in  the  clear 
again. 

Spyros  Skouras — Same  as  Charlie. 

Andy  Smith — George  J.  Schaefer. 

Cress  Smith — Orange  groves. 

Lou  Smith — Harry  Cohn. 

E.  J.  Sparks — Fishing. 

• 

Bob  Speers — Ella  Boris. 

Nate  Spingold — No  comment. 

Mort  Spring — Tea  at  four. 

Howard  Strickling — L.  B. 

Preston  Sturges — McGinty  found  Xmas 
in  July. 

Bob  Taplinger — Friendly  columnists. 
Thomas  D.  Thacher — Same  as  Perkins, 
Bob. 

Joe  Unger — His  nights  off. 

Joe  Vogel — Fishing  in  Canada. 

Frank  C.  Walker — The  Champ. 

Walter  Wanger — At  last,  the  common 
touch. 

• 

Albert  L.  Warner — He's  headin'  south 
soon. 

Jack  Warner — The  American  way. 

Harry  M.  Warner — Hidden  Valley. 

Lou  Weinberg — Those  circuits. 

Max  Weisfeldt — Shorts,  naturally. 

George  Weltner — He's  here,  not  there. 
Herbert  Wilcox — Brittania  rules  the 
waves,  but  Uncle  Sam  the  screen. 

A1  Wilkie — Buttermilk. 

Herman  Wobber — Overnight  service  to 
'Frisco. 


Wagner  Claims  Victory 
In  High  Court  Action 

Washington — Denying  a petition  for  a 
writ  of  certiorari,  the  supreme  court  has 
refused  to  review  the  judgment  of  the  fed- 
eral circuit  court  of  appeals  in  what  Wag- 
ner terms  a ruling  that  the  Wagner  Sign 
Service,  Inc.,  patent  No.  2,048,040  is  valid 
and  infringed  by  Adler  Sign  Letter  Co.  and 
Ben  Adler  Signs,  Inc. 


Chicago — Refusal  of  the  U.  S.  supreme 
court  to  review  a decision  of  the  circuit 
court  of  appeals  in  the  Wagner-Adler  case 
brought  the  following  declaration  from  the 
Wagner  company: 

‘‘By  reason  of  such  judgment  the  de- 
fendant companies  now  stand  enjoined 
from  manufacturing  and  selling,  or  con- 
tributing to  the  infringing  use  of,  the 
notched  flanged  letter  silhouette  signs 
hitherto  supplied  by  them.  The  pateni  in- 
volved is  owned  by  Wagner  Sign  Service, 
Inc. 

‘‘This  action  by  the  supreme  court  puts 
the  stamp  of  finality  on  the  case.  So  far 
as  the  litigating  parties  are  concerned,  the 
validity  and  scope  of  the  Wagner  patent 
is  conclusively  determined.  At  the  present 
time  the  defendant  companies  are  sub- 
mitting to  an  accounting,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  plaintiff,  for  profits  and  damages 
resulting  from  infringement  of  the 
patent.” 


Adler  Explains  Its  Side 
In  Sign  Controversy 

Chicago — Countering  the  claims  of  Wag- 
ner Sign  Service,  Inc.,  in  connection  with 
the  supreme  court  ruling  the  Adler  Sign 
Letter  Co.,  declared: 

‘‘With  reference  to  the  recent  suit  for 
injunction  brought  by  Wagner  Sign  Ser- 
vice, Inc.,  against  the  Midwest  News  Reel 
Theatres,  Inc.,  who  operate  the  Telenews 
Theatre,  Chicago,  in  connection  with  their 
use  of  Adler  notched  flange  letters,  al- 
though a preliminary  injunction  was  or- 
dered by  the  lower  court,  the  case  was  im- 
mediately appealed  to  the  circuit  court  of 
appeals,  seventh  circuit,  and  a supersedeas 
bond  was  filed  to  stay  the  order  pending 
final  decision  of  the  court  of  appeals.  This 
suit  was  defended  by  us  for  the  Midwest 
News  Reel  Theatres,  Inc.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  situation  remains  in  status  quo. 

‘‘No  injunction  was  issued  because  the 
circuit  court  of  appeals  granted  a super- 
sedeas bond,  which  we  placed  with  the 
lower  court.  Therefore,  no  injunction  can 
issue  until  the  case  comes  up  in  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  appeals  and  they  rule  one  way 
or  the  other.” 


Cole  Is  Re-elected 

Dallas — Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  national  Allied 
president  and  for  many  years  head  of 
Texas  Allied,  was  re-elected  to  the  helm  of 
the  state  unit  at  its  convention  here  this 
week.  A.  W.  Lilly  is  secretary-treasurer. 


Bob  Wolff — Key  West  soon. 

Cliff  Work — It's  going  so  smoothly. 
Herb  Yates — Negatives  require  prints. 
Eddie  Zabel — See  Povrers,  Bill. 

Darryl  Zanuck — South  America. 
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Moving  Cautiously 
On  Play  Backing 

New  York — ^Despite  finalization  of  a 
basic  agreement  between  the  Dramatists 
Guild  and  the  League  of  New  York  Thea- 
tres to  facilitate  and  encourage  film  back- 
ing of  stage  plays,  the  consensus  of  major 
spokesmen  seems  to  be  “until  authors  write 
better  plays  it  makes  no  difference  who 
backs  a play.” 

Prevailing  opinion  among  film  producers 
also  appears  that  “the  investment  is  still 
very  great  and  the  element  of  risk  in  pro- 
ducing a play  as  against  bidding  for  film 
rights  after  its  success  has  been  proven 
with  someone  else’s  money  is  still  very 
much  present.”  One  source  summed  it  up 
this  way:  “A  good  play  doesn’t  go  around 
begging  for  capital;  no  amount  of  money 
is  going  to  give  us  better  plays.  They’re 
still  in  the  authors’  typewriters.” 

The  agreement  has  been  hailed  by 
dramatists  as  paving  the  way  for  backing 
of  plays  by  the  film  companies.  Since  this 
is  the  first  time  such  a unified  arrange- 
ment has  been  adopted,  the  pact  is  desig- 
nated as  of  an  “experimental”  nature  and 
will  run  for  one  year  only,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  all  parties  may  further 
amend  it  for  continued  operation. 

It  provides  that,  if  a script  shall  come 
directly  to  a picture  company,  the  latter 
must  first  offer  it  to  at  least  two  com- 
mercial managers  on  regular  terms  and  if 
rejected  by  both  of  them,  and  only  then, 
the  company  may  organize  its  own  pro- 
ducing unit  for  the  play. 

Procedure  Optional  With  Author 

Procedure  under  the  plan  is  entirely 
optional  with  the  author;  he  may  arrange 
for  production  of  a play  and  disposition  of 
picture  rights  under  the  existing  procedure 
or  under  the  new  plan.  Under  the  new 
plan  a film  producer  may  acquire  an  op- 
tion on  the  picture  rights  in  advance  of 
production  in  consideration  of  the  finan- 
cial backing  of  the  stage  production.  In 
every  case  the  ordinary  production  con- 
tract shall  be  signed  between  the  author 
and  a manager  for  production  of  the  play 
under  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
minimum  basic  agreement.  Any  regular 
commercial  manager  may  apply  to  a pic- 
ture producer  for  backing  under  the  plan. 

The  backer  will  pay  all  nrodiiction  costs  in- 
cluding expenses  of  a preliminarv  tryont.  Pay- 
ments for  picture  rights  are  based  on  gross  box- 
office  receipts  for  the  run  of  the  play.  These 
are  graduated  as  follows:  For  plays  operating  on 
a weekly  budget  of  $7,500  or  less  per  week,  the 
backer  pays  15  per  cent  of  the  weekly  receipts 
for  the  first  15  weeks  up  to  $5,000;  20  per  cent 
on  the  next  $5,000,  etc.  For  the  second  group  of 
15  weeks  he  pays  15  per  cent  of  gross  receipts  and 
after  30  weeks,  121/^  per  cent. 

For  plays  operating  on  a weekly  budget  between 
$7,500  and  $15,000,  the  backer  pays  10  per  cent 
of  the  first  $15,000;  15  per  cent  of  the  next  $5,000, 
etc.  After  15  weeks  he  pays  12 per  cent  of  the 
gross  receipts. 

For  plays  operating  on  a weekly  budget  of  more 
than  $15,000,  the  backer  pays  seven  and  one  half 
per  cent  throughout  the  run.  On  tour  he  pays 
10  per  cent  of  all  receipts  for  the  first  two  groups 
and  five  f)er  cent  for  the  third  group. 

In  order  to  secure  the  largest  feasible  run  of 
the  play,  a formula  has  been  arranged  which 
governs  the  right  to  close.  If  gross  receipts  in 
the  first  week  equal  50  per  cent  of  operating  ex- 
penses the  play  may  not  close;  in  the  second 
week  the  receipts  must  equal  75  per  cent  and  in 
the  third  and  fourth  weeks,  100  per  cent.  On 
tour  the  play  may  not  close  except  on  consent  of 
a board  known  as  the  board  of  permanent  arbi- 
trators, who  have  to  be  satisfied  the  tour  is  a 
losing  venture. 

The  contract  provides  that  the  motion  picture 
may  not  be  released  until  one  full  theatrical  sea- 
son has  elapsed  after  the  close  of  the  New  York 
or  road  run  of  the  play.  There  are  exceptions, 

(Continued  on  page  26) 
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Puts  Reverse  Slant 
On  "Boom  Town"  Hike 

New  York — Consolidated,  in  advertising 
the  opening  of  “Boom  Town"  in  its  local 
circuit  over  the  weekend,  stated  the  pic- 
ture would  be  shown  “at  no  increase  in 
admission  price." 

V.'- 

Judge  Crane  to  Arbitrate 
ITOA-306  Wage  Dispute 

New  York — Judge  Crane  himself  will 
act  as  the  fifth  and  impartial  arbitrator 
in  the  wage  dispute  between  Local  306  and 
the  ITOA.  Under  terms  of  the  master 
agreement,  the  arbitration  of  wage  in- 
creases is  provided  annually.  While  the 
local  has  not  made  any  specific  demands 
it  will,  however,  ask  for  an  increase  in 
conformance  with  the  contract.  The  ITOA 
is  seeking  a revision  downward  in  wages. 

On  the  ITOA  committee  are  Harry 
Brandt  and  David  Weinstock,  while  Joseph 
D.  Basson  and  Bert  Popkin  represent  the 
union. 


$64,200  for  "Dictator" 

In  4th  Week  at  Two 

New  York — The  fourth  week  of  “The 
Great  Dictator”  at  the  continuous  run 
Capitol  was  $48,600,  compared  with  a third 
week  of  $60,200,  a second  week  of  $71,400 
and  an  opening  seven  days  of  $93,800. 
Fourth  week  at  the  two-a-day  Astor  for 
the  film  was  $15,600,  which  stacks  up  with 
$18,150  for  a third;  $20,000,  second,  and 
$21,900,  first.  The  Capitol  run  has  been 
set  at  six  weeks,  probably  on  the  basis  that 
anything  over  about  $38,000  gives  the 
management  a guaranteed  profit. 

Second  week  of  “Escape”  hit  $88,000, 
after  a $101,000  opening  seven  days  at  the 
Music  Hall.  It  winds  up  after  a third 
week  to  permit  a Thanksgiving  Day  open- 
ing of  “Bitter  Sweet.” 


His  All  on  Quality, 
Disney  Declares 


New  York — For  a fellow  who  has  intro- 
duced to  the  public  and  the  industry  the 
sort  of  novelties  that  have  won  him  world 
acclaim  it  seems  odd  to  hear  Walt  Disney 
say  he  is  staking  his  all  on  the  confidence 
he  has  in  quality,  “no  tricks — they  don’t 
last.” 

He  was  talking  to  the  trade  press  about 
“Fantasia,”  which  brought  him  here  from 
the  coast,  in  the  course  of  which  cropped 
up  divers  topics.  Being  a radical  depar- 
ture from  anything  that  has  ever  been  at- 
tempted in  the  field  of  sound,  the  film 
naturally  falls  into  that  significant  “first” 
category,  along  with  Disney’s  “first”  car- 
toon in  three-dimensional  Technicolor  and 
the  “first”  feature  length  cartoon. 

Now  consider;  “We’re  not  doing  these 
things  to  be  first;  we’re  doing  them  be- 
cause it  is  something  to  do.” 

So  far  it  doesn’t  seem  very  clear.  But 
as  soon  as  Disney  came  through  with; 
“We’re  after  that  ‘something  out  of  the 
ordinary’  that  drags  ’em  in;  we’re  looking 
for  those  people  who  don’t  ordinarily  go  to 
pictures,”  his  observation  got  closer  to 
home.  For  if  “Fantasia”  isn’t  out  of  the 
ordinary,  as  biased  as  Disney  might  be,  it 
isn’t  anything.  And  from  the  expressions 
of  either  awe  or  befuddlement  that  came 
over  the  press  as  Disney  tried  to  explain 
what  makes  “Fantasia”  tick,  it  must  be 
plenty  for  the  industry  to  consider  if  there 
are  to  be  new  horizons. 

And  speaking  of  new  horizons,  it  is  Dis- 
ney’s belief  the  “industry  is  in  too  big  a 
hurry  to  get  its  money  back.”  He  was 
asked  if  the  bankers  might  not  be  partly 
responsible.  “I’m  not  laying  the  blame 
anywhere,”  he  sidestepped,  “but  it  exists.” 
Nevertheless,  Disney  is  of  the  belief  his 
new  sound  reproducing  system,  which  was 
developed  with  RCA,  has  many  “possibili- 
ties” for  Hollywood’s  producers  of  “big” 

(Continued  on  page  26) 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

A Case  Here  of  Four  Out  of  Five — 

In  other  words,  James  R.  Grainger,  seated  on  the  left,  and  representatives 
of  four  of  the  five  Republic  exchanges  which  won  prizes  in  the  “Dark  Com- 
mand” gross  collections  contest.  Standing  in  the  rear  are  Jake  Flax,  Wash- 
ington franchise  holder  whose  office  won  the  fifth  prize  of  $500;  Max  Gillis, 
branch  manager  of  Philadelphia  which  won  the  second  prize  of  $1,250;  Sam 
Flax,  the  other  Washmgton  franchise  holder;  and  Sam  Seletsky,  branch 
manager  at  New  Haven  which  won  fourth  prize  of  $750.  Next  to  Grainger 
is  Morris  Epstein,  manager  in  New  York  which  won  third  prize  of  $1,000. 
These  men  were  among  those  who  attended  Republic’s  New  York  regional 
meeting  during  the  week.  First  prize  of  $1,500  goes  to  F.  A.  Bateman,  man- 
ager in  Los  Angeles.  He  will  be  presented  with  it  when  the  coast  sales 
regional  is  held  early  next  month. 
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— Metropolitan  Photo 

Before  He  Gets  Started — 


William  Dieterle,  long  with  Warner 
and  now  about  to  start  his  own  unit 
for  RKO,  first  visits  New  York  to  see 
plays  and  such.  Mrs.  D.  is  with  him. 


T MYER  SCHINE  is  back  from  his  coast 
* trip  and  was  one  of  the  many  ex- 
hibitors who  attended  the  decree  hearings 
before  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  Thurs- 
day . . . Victor  Mature,  who  works  for  Hal 
Roach,  may  go  into  a stage  play;  he’s  here 
from  the  coast  . . . Betty  Grable  is  another 
west  coast  visitor  after  finishing  "Tin  Pan 
Alley”  and  a week  of  personal  appearances 
in  Chicago  . . . Roy  Haines,  eastern  and 
Canadian  sales  manager  for  Warner,  re- 
turns Monday  from  a quickie  trip  into  the 
middle  west  . . . All  the  way  from  Phila- 
delphia came  Bill  Mansell,  Warner  branch 
manager  there,  for  home  office  meetings 
. . . Gene  Tierney,  another  Zanuck-ite  now 
in  New  York  on  a visit,  will  play  Ellie  in 
"Tobacco  Road.” 

Norma  Shearer  is  here  from  Hollywood, 
but  only  for  a few  days  . . . Kenneth  Mac 
Kenna,  M-G-M  story  editor,  returned  west 
Friday  . . . Irving  H.  Ludwig  has  resigned 
as  mayiager  of  the  Art  Theatre  in  the  Vil- 
lage. This  is  the  house  taken  over  by  the 
Brandt  circuit  Armistice  Day  . . . Belle 
Kanter  is  handling  Gloria  Jean’s  personal 
appearance  tour  in  key  cities  en  route  to 
the  coast.  Gloria’s  schedule  returns  her  to 
Hollywood  just  before  Christmas  ...  Mir- 
iam Hopkins  flew  to  Chicago  from  New 
York  Wednesday  to  fill  a radio  date  . . . 
Austin  C.  Keough  presided  at  the  Para- 
mount Pep  Club  Tuesday  evening,  the  gen- 
eral subject  being  “The  Romance  of  Mo- 
tion Pictures.”  Lewis  Buddy,  direetor  of 
Paramount’s  foreign  newsreel,  and  William 
C.  Park,  who  wrote  and  documented 
“World  in  Flames,”  were  the  speakers  . . . 
Ben  W . Roscoe  jr.  of  the  Republic  studios 
is  here  . . . Mary  Pickford  and  Buddy  Rog- 
ers are  at  the  Waldorf. 

Marvin  Schenck  has  lined  up  the  fol- 
lowing for  the  “Night  of  Stars”  refugee 
show  at  the  Garden.  November  27:  Larry 
Adler.  Andrews  Sisters,  Dave  Apollon. 
Sheila  Barrett,  James  Barton,  Andre  Ba- 
ruch, Milton  Berle,  Irving  Berlin,  Barry 
Bros.,  Block  and  Sully,  Boogie-Woogie 
Boys,  Carol  Bruce,  Eddie  Cantor,  Billy 
Conn,  Casa  Loma  orchestra,  George  Ham- 
ilton, Hamilton  Coombs  jr.,  Diesa  Costello, 


James  Crowley,  Elmer  Davis,  Cass  Daly, 
the  De  Marcos,  Jack  Dempsey,  Eddie 
Duchin,  Benny  Fields,  Jay  C.  Flippen, 
Jane  Frohman,  William  Gaxton,  Jack 
Haley,  the  Hartmans,  Eleanor  Holm,  Wil- 
lie and  Eugene  Howard,  Betty  Hutton, 
George  Jessel,  Danny  Kaye,  Davie  Kerr, 
Bert  Lahr,  Tiffy  Leemans,  Ella  Logan,  La 
Varr  Bros.,  Abe  Lyman,  Everett  Marshall, 
the  Merry  Macs,  Glenn  Miller  and  orches- 
tra, Mills  Bros.,  Lucy  Monroe,  Victor  Moore, 
Lyn  Murray,  Music  Hall  Rockettes,  Olsen 
and  Johnson,  Ace  Parker,  Jan  Peerce,  Jane 
Pickens,  Harry  Richman,  Billy  Robinson, 
Billy  Rose,  Lanny  Ross,  Connie  Russell, 
A1  Siegel,  Red  Skelton,  Maxine  Sullivan, 
Raymond  Gram  Swing,  Johannes  Steel, 
Dorothy  Thompson,  Arthur  Treacher, 
Romo  Vincent,  Bea  Wain,  Mark  Warnow, 
Ed  Wynn,  Henry  Youngman  and  Vera  Zo- 
rina. 

About  60  turned  out  to  hear  an  address 
by  Edgar  Kobak,  NBC  vice-president  in 
charge  of  sales  for  the  Blue  network,  before 
the  Ampa  Thursday.  Others  present  in- 
cluded Robert  Milton,  George  Brett,  Ben 
Bernie  and  William  Dieterle  . . . Ann 
Sothern.  Eleanor  Powell  and  Tony  Martin 
will  co-star  in  “Lady,  Be  Good,”  Broadway 
musical  acquired  by  M-G-M.  The  play  ran 
in  ’25  . . . Local  well  knowns  turned  out 
for  a cocktail  party  held  by  Warner  for 
Somerset  Maugham  at  the  Ritz  Wednes- 
day. The  reason:  Maugham  is  author  of 
“The  Letter”  about  to  be  released  as  a 
Bette  Davis  vehicle. 

The  Herman  Gluckmans  are  plotting  an 
extended  auto  trip  to  the  coast.  It  will  be 
unlimited  as  to  time  . . . Lewis  Blumberg, 


first  born  of  the  Nate  Blumbergs,  strained 
a couple  of  leg  ligaments  and  is  now  hop- 
ping his  way  around  . . . The  Max  A. 
Cohens  are  fiddling  with  a coast  trip  short- 
ly after  the  first  of  the  year.  It  would 
include  a week  in  Dallas,  as  per  invitation 
of  Bob  O’Donnell  . . . The  Pyramid 
League’s  annual  dinner-dance  at  the  Ritz 
Saturday  night  was  a success  on  all  counts. 
About  250  attended,  including  a number 
of  well-known  local  film  names.  The 
league  is  a charity  organization  limited  as 
to  membership.  Mrs.  Nate  J.  Blumberg 
is  its  perennial  president  . . . Mrs.  Leo 
Spitz  is  in  Florida;  some  talk  the  govern- 
ment will  acquire  the  Spitz  yacht. 

Under  the  co-chairmanship  of  David 
Bernstein  and  Albert  Warner  and  with 
Barney  Balaban,  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Jack 
Cohn,  George  J.  Schaefer  and  Murray  Sil- 
verstone  as  vice-chairmen,  the  amusement 
division  has  set  up  personnel  of  various 
committees  organized  on  behalf  of  the 
current  drive  for  Federation  for  the  Sup- 
port of  Jewish  Philanthropic  Societies. 

Among  the  companies: 

(’olumbia — Abe  Schneider  and  Nate  B.  Spingold. 
co-chairmen;  Max  Seligman. 

Loew’s — Leopold  Friedman,  chairman;  Oscar  A. 
Doob,  Arthur  M.  Loevv,  Charles  C.  Moskowitz, 
Mort  Spring,  Joseph  R.  Vogel. 

National  Screen  Service — Herman  Robbins, 

chairman;  Toby  Gruen. 

Paramount — Arthur  Israel  jr..  chairman;  Joseph 
H.  Cooper.  Leon  U.  Netter,  Joseph  J.  Unger. 

RKO- — Malcolm  Kingsberg,  chairman;  Phil  Reis- 
man,  Leon  Goldberg. 

Republic — Milton  Green. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox — Joseph  H.  Moskowitz, 
chairman;  Irving  Barry,  Jack  Blum.  Aubrey 
Schenck.  William  Sussman. 

United  Artists — Paul  N.  Lazarus,  chairman; 

(Continued  on  page  29) 


For  Best  Picture  Made  From  '40  Book — 

J.  Donald  Adams  Heft) , editor  of  the  New  York  Times  Book  Review,  presents, 
and  Nunnally  Johnson  accepts,  a bronze  plague  awarded  to  “The  Grapes  of 
Wrath”  as  the  best  film  made  from  a book  published  in  1940.  The  award 
was  a combination  enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  Book  and  Magazine  Guild 
and  the  Ampa  and  was  made  at  the  annual  Book  Ball  at  the  Manhattan 
Center.  Johnson  did  the  script. 
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We'll  Bet  Ten  to  One  That  You  Will  Have  the  Time  of  Your  Life  on  the  Occasion 

of 

The  Twenty-First  Annual  Charity 

DINNER  and  DANCE 

OF 

Motion  Picture  Associates 

AT 

HOTEL  ASTOR 

Wednesday  Evening  (Thanksgiving  Eve) 
November  20,  1940 


Here  Are  Some  Definite  Reasons  Why  You  Cannot  Afford  to  Miss  This  Affair. 
Entire  Proceeds  to  Motion  Picture  Associates  Charity  Fund. 

1.  Music  by  Bob  Chester  and  His  Famous  Orchestra 

2.  Havana  Rhumba  Band,  Direct  from  Havana 

3.  Radio  Rogues  (Stars  of  Hellzapoppin^) 

4.  Henny  Youngman  (Master  of  Ceremonies) 

5.  Ben  Yoost  Varsity  Eight  (Now  Appearing  at  Roxy  Theatre) 

6.  Jeanette  Hackett  Girls  (Nine  glamorous  girls  direct  from 
World^s  Fair) 

— AND  BOY,  OH  BOY  WHAT  A DINNER  — 

Make  Reservations  NOW  with 

MR.  IRVING  LANDES 

345  West  44th  Street 
Care  TWENTIETH  CENTURY-FOX 
New  York  City 

Make  checks  payable  to  MOTION  PICTURE  ASSOCIATES  TicketS  $7.50  Per  PerSOn 
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— Photo  by  Jack  Partington  jr. 

This  Time  He  Has  to  Take  It — 

His  College  of  Musical  Knowledge  was  thrown  right  back  at  Kay  Kyser  the 
day  he  discussed  his  appearance  at  the  Roxy  with  that  theatre’s  production 
department.  Putting  the  finger  on  the  maestro  were  Jesse  Kaye,  in  charge 
of  hooking  stage  talent;  Arthur  Knorr,  art  director;  Jack  Partington,  pro- 
duction head;  Gae  Foster,  and  Irving  Lesser,  managing  director. 


His  All  on  Quality, 
Disney  Declares 


(Continued  from  page  23) 
pictures.  To  do  so,  though,  music  would 
have  to  play  a larger  and  more  important 
part  than  it  does  at  present.  And  Disney 
thinks  this  is  perfectly  fitting,  because  it 
is  his  opinion  the  average  film  is  top-heavy 
with  dialogue — “whenever  they  want  move- 
ment they  say,  ‘Let’s  put  in  some  more 
dialogue’.” 

“Fantasia”  on  the  other  hand  “demon- 
strates the  power  of  music.”  In  fact,  Dis- 
ney observed,  this  is  as  it  should  be,  be- 
cause “music  has  lasted  longer  and  will 
last  longer  than  present  trends  in  drama.” 
He  emphasized  this  by  alluding  to  compo- 
sitions that  are  hundreds  of  years  old 
“and  are  still  being  played.”  A reporter 
challenged  this,  noticing  that  Shakespeare 
is  still  someone  of  the  old  school  to  be 
reckoned  with.  Disney  replied:  “He’s  more 
than  just  dialogue.” 

Anyway,  “Fanuasia”  which  opened  at  the 
Broadway  Wednesday  night,  is  a $2,200,- 
000  investment.  It  won’t  be  shown  in  more 
than  12  key  cities  for  the  first  year  because 
of  the  intricate  and  costly  sound  equip- 
ment necessary  for  its  exhibition.  Disney’s 
own  organization  is  distributing  the  film 
until  such  time  as  it  might  be  ready  for 
general  release.  When  it  does  it  will  cost 
a theatre  operator  about  $35,000  to  install 
the  necessary  sound  equipment. 

Disney  will  have  four  feature  cartoons 
ready  for  distribution  in  1941,  of  which 
but  two  have  so  far  been  contracted  to 
RKO  for  distribution.  “The  Reluctant 
Dragon”  will  be  ready  in  July;  “Bambi” 
in  May;  “Dumbo”  in  July,  and  “Peter  Pan” 
in  October.  RKO  has  the  first  two. 

Price  and  Phillips  Open 
Independent  Exchange 

New  York — Ben  Price  and  Sam  Phillips, 
formerly  of  the  local  Universal  exchange, 
have  opened  their  own  independent  ex- 
change in  the  Film  Center.  A housewarm- 
ing was  held  Friday. 


Moving  Cautiously 
On  Play  Backing 

(Continued  from  page  23) 

however,  in  cases  where  plays  have  run  two  years 
or  more. 

Upon  the  signing  of  an  agreement  with  a 
backer  there  must  simultaneously  be  paid  $5,000 
by  the  backer  as  an  advance  against  the  picture 
company’s  investment.  If  the  play  runs  a second 
week  in  New  York  the  backer  must  pay  an  addi- 
tional $2,500,  and  if  the  play  runs  a third  week, 
an  additional  $7,500,  making  a total  of  $15,000 
advance  against  the  picture  company’s  payments 
in  the  three-week  run. 

The  backer  has  the  privilege  in  the  first  and 
second  w’eek  of  the  New  York  run  to  withdraw' 
from  the  agreement  to  purchase  the  film  rights. 
On  such  occasions  the  film  rights  are  free  to  be 
sold  in  the  open  market,  with  the  backer  privileged 
to  bid  with  the  others. 

In  cases  where  there  is  an  extended  pre-New 
York  tour  the  backer  may  acquire  the  film  rights 
before  coming  to  New  York  upon  playing  at 
least  12  consecutive  weeks.  In  such  cases  the 
backer  also  has  the  privilege  at  the  end  of  the 
third  week  of  the  run  and  also  at  the  end  of  the 
sixth  W’eek  to  withdraw  from  the  picture  pur- 
chase. 

It  is  agreed  that  when  a total  of  $200,000  shall 
have  been  paid  for  film  rights  the  backer  may 
not  be  required  to  continue  film  payments  under 
the  above  stated  percentages,  but  may  limit  such 
further  picture  payments  to  not  more  than  50  per 
cent  of  weekly  profits  of  the  play  during  the  bal- 
ance of  its  run. 

In  addition  to  regular  arbitration  for  all  dis- 
rupted matters  there  is  a special  board  of  arbi- 
trators know'n  as  a permanent  board,  consisting 
of  one  author,  one  manager  and  one  motion  pic- 
ture representative.  They  will  not  have  the  power 
to  make  changes  in  the  terms  and  provisions  of 
the  contract,  but  have  the  pow-er  to  pass  on 
certain  matters  specifically  referred  to  them  by 
the  contract. 


Morgan  to  Trinidad  as 
20th-Fox  Manager 

New  York — Walter  J.  Hutchinson  has 
appointed  W.  B.  Morgan  temporary  man- 
ager of  Trinidad  for  20th-Fox.  Morgan  was 
former  managing  director  of  operations  in 
France.  He  has  sailed  from  here  for  Port- 
of-Spain  where  he  will  headquarter.  J.  V. 
O’Gara,  former  Trinidad  manager,  has 
been  shifted  to  Chile  to  replace  A.  Ruscica, 
resigned. 


Para't  Executives 
In  Coast  Meeting 

Los  Angeles — Well  under  way  at  Para- 
mount, with  an  even  dozen  visiting  execu- 
tives participating,  is  a series  of  discus- 
sions embracing  the  company’s  financial 
plans,  production  and  release  schedules  for 
the  balance  of  the  season,  a preliminary 
survey  of  1941-42  production  and  possible 
changes  in  operations  as  a result  of  the 
consent  decree. 

The  question  of  advanced  prices  on  cer- 
tain features  is  also  a topic.  Results  of 
the  conferences,  however,  will  not  be  made 
public,  studio  spokesmen  said,  at  this  time, 
but  will  be  withheld  until  they  become 
applicable  throughout  the  season. 

Here  for  the  sessions  are  Stanton  Grif- 
fis, chairman  of  the  executive  committee; 
Barney  Balaban;  Russell  Holman,  and 
Paul  Raeboume  of  the  eastern  executive 
staff;  Neil  Agnew,  sales  head;  Sam  Dem- 
bow.  Bob  Weitman  and  Leonard  Golden- 
son  of  the  New  York  office;  Bob  O’Don- 
nell, theatre  partner  from  Texas;  Earl 
Hudson,  Detroit;  John  Balaban,  ■ Chicago, 
and  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  Canadian  showman 
and  Paramount  partner. 

Meetings  with  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Wil- 
liam LeBaron,  Henry  Ginsberg  and  other 
studio  officials  were  expected  to  continue 
throughout  the  week,  possibly  longer. 

Sees  Steps  to  Solution 
Of  Company  Problems 

Hollywood  — Important  steps  were 
taken  in  the  Paramount  studio  conference 
here  toward  the  solution  of  problems  con- 
fronting the  company  under  the  impend- 
ing consent  decree,  John  Balaban,  chair- 
man of  the  Paramount  theatre  group,  said 
as  the  meeting  ended. 

The  discussions  will  result  in  effective 
cooperation  toward  a solution  of  these 
problems  because  of  the  interchange  of 
ideas  between  the  picture  makers  and 
theatre  operators,  he  asserted.  “W.hat  we 
have  accomplished  this  week,”  Balaban 
predicted,  “will  make  itself  felt  in  good 
motion  pictures.” 

Most  of  the  Paramount  visitors  pre- 
pared to  head  for  home  over  the  weekend. 

Louis  F,  Blumenthal  Rites 
Held  Friday  in  New  York 

New  York — Funeral  services  were  held 
Friday  for  Louis  F.  Blumenthal,  widely 
known  as  of  an  earlier  day  as  partner  in 
Haring  and  Blumenthal,  metropolitan  area 
circuit.  He  was  56  and  had  been  ill  for 
some  time. 

Latterly,  Blumenthal  had  been  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  business  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Exhibitors  Trade  Re- 
view and  a partner  in  the  French  Casino, 
now  defunct. 

Interment  was  at  Union  Field  Cemetery. 
Survivors  include  Elizabeth,  widow;  Leon, 
brother,  and  Mrs.  Henry  Somnerfield, 
sister. 

Alexander  and  Merrick  to 
Release  Six  Thru  Select 

New  York — Select  has  closed  for  dis- 
tribution of  six  features  scheduled  to  be 
produced  by  Max  Alexander  and  George 
Merrick  in  Hollywood.  The  producers  have 
left  for  the  coast  to  begin  work  on  “The 
Mask  of  Shame.”  Other  titles  listed  are 
“The  Right  to  Die”  and  “Decent.” 
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— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Talked  About  CaproM  Also  the  Decree — 

Grad  Sears  brought  his  district  managers  into  New  York  a few  days  ago.  They 
discussed  the  forthcoming  Capra,  "Meet  John  Doe,"  and  oddments  con- 
cerning the  proposed  consent  decree.  After  it  was  over,  however,  they  all 
had  to  pose  for  the  inevitable  picture.  Here’s  the  group,  surrounding  Sears, 
who  is  accustomed  to  it,  on  all  sides.  Left  to  right.  Bob  Smeltzer,  central 
district;  Ben  Kalmenson,  western  and  southern  sales  manager;  Carl  Leser- 
man,  almost  blacked  out  by  Kalmenson;  Roy  Haines,  eastern  and  Canadian 
sales  manager;  Henry  Herbel,  west  coast;  James  Winn,  prairie  district;  Rud 
Lohrenz,  midwest;  Eddie  Schnitzer,  eastern;  Wolfe  Cohen,  Canadian  district, 
and  Fred  Jack,  southern. 


Will  Appeal  Henie  Verdict; 
Pacent  Case  Bestirs  Itself 


75  London  Theatres 
Bombed;  300  Dark 

London — Approximately  75  theatres  in 
this  city  have  been  bombed  since  the  start 
of  the  war.  About  a month  ago  the  num- 
ber was  59,  but  heavy  air  raids  in  the 
past  few  weeks  have  found  additional 
houses  as  a target.  It  is  estimated  that 
approximately  300  of  London’s  500  theatres 
are  dark  and  will  not  reopen  until  the  hos- 
tilities are  over. 

David  Rose,  managing  director  of  Para- 
mount’s activities  in  Great  Britain,  is  now 
in  Lisbon  awaiting  passage  for  New  York 
via  transatlantic  clipper.  He  plans  to  con- 
fer with  John  W.  Hicks,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  foreign  affairs  for  Paramount, 
on  the  company’s  operations  to  date. 
Whether  he  will  return  here  is  not  known. 

Fred  W.  Lange,  general  manager  for  the 
continent,  is  making  his  headquarters  at 
Marseilles  and  is  in  constant  communica- 
tion with  other  foreign  countries  as  well 
as  home  office  executives  in  New  York. 


British  Remittance  Boost 
Hope  for  Year  Is  Fading 

New  York — 'Hopes  for  increases  in  re- 
mittance allowances  from  England  for  the 
year  effective  November  1 last  are  di- 
minishing, it  is  learned.  Negotiations  have 
been  under  way  for  some  time  to  boost  the 
tentative  agreement  reached  with  Great 
Britain  and  which  calls  for  an  annual  re- 
mittance of  $12,000,000  in  dollars.  Uni- 
versal is  not  included  in  the  arrangement. 
This  company  does  not  distribute  its  own 
product  in  England  but  through  an  affili- 
ated company. 


Amortization  Table  on 
Films  Is  Reallocated 

New  York — In  view  of  decreased  reve- 
nue from  abroad  because  of  the  war, 
Loew’s  has  rearranged  its  amortization 
table  whereby  costs  of  pictures  are  re- 
allocated. For  all  pictures  released  from 
September  1,  1939,  the  domestic  cost  has 
been  increased  from  70  to  75  per  cent  and 
the  foreign  allocation  reduced  from  30  to 
25  per  cent. 

Auditors  are  now  working  on  the  an- 
nual fiscal  report  which  is  expected  to  be 
ready  late  next  month.  The  report,  when 
released,  will  show  a slight  reduction  in 
net  earnings  due  to  the  war.  This  will  be 
leflected  in  the  common  dividend  which 
is  expected  to  total  $4.75  instead  of  $5.50 
for  the  past  year. 


Greater  Union  Profit  for 
9 Months  40,000  Pounds 

Sydney — ^For  the  first  nine  months  of 
the  current  year.  Greater  Union,  under 
the  management  of  Norman  B.  Rydge,  will 
show  a profit  of  40,000  pounds.  It  is 
expected  the  year  will  end  with  a total 
profit  of  55,000  pounds. 

Shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year,  GUT 
is  expected  to  merge  its  theatre  interests 
in  a 20-year  pooling  deal  with  Hoyts,  sub- 
sidiary of  20th-Fox. 


UA  Theatres  Net 

New  York — United  Artists  Theatre  cir- 
cuit and  subsidiaries  report  a net  income 
of  $300,633.37  for  the  year  ended  Aug.  31. 


New  York — Heading  the  list  of  the 
week’s  court  happenings  was  the  decision 
of  a supreme  court  jury  in  granting  Den- 
nis R.  Scanlan  an  award  of  $77,113  against 
Sonja  Henie.  The  plaintiff  claimed  to 
have  been  responsible  for  the  actress’  con- 
tract with  20th-Fox  and  asserted  he  had 
an  oral  contract  with  her  giving  him  20 
per  cent  of  her  earnings;  minus  the 
amount  she  paid  to  Orsatti  and  Co.,  her 
permanent  agents.  Miss  Henie  has  one 
more  to  go  for  20th-Fox  at  $135,000  and, 
if  the  appeal  sustains  the  supreme  court 
decision  Scanlan  will  collect  $13,500  more. 

T.  K.  Stevenson,  president  of  Erpi,  will 
be  examined  before  trial  in  the  federal 
court  November  20  in  connection  with  a 
$6,000,000  triple  damage  anti-trust  suit 
by  Stanley  K.  Oldden,  assignee  of  the  Pa- 
cent Electric  Co.,  against  American  Tele- 
phone and  Telegraph,  Western  Electric  and 
Erpi.  The  action  has  been  dragging  in 
the  federal  court  since  September,  1935, 
and  charges  the  plaintiff  which  sold  film 
accessories  from  1929-1933  was  put  out  of 
business  by  monopolistic  acts  on  the  part 
of  the  defendants. 

Sidney  R.  Kent,  Walter  Hutchinson,  and 
Ben  Miggins,  president,  foreign  manager 
and  European  manager  of  20th-Fox,  re- 
spectively, will  be  examined  before  trial 
in  the  supreme  court  November  26  in  con- 
nection with  a suit  against  the  company 
by  Marion  Palmer,  assignee  of  Moses  J. 
Messeri,  former  Spanish  manager  of  20th- 
Fox.  The  plaintiff  is  suing  for  monies  al- 
legedly due  on  salary  from  June,  1939  to 
May,  1940. 

Suit  of  20th-Fox  against  Century  Cir- 
cuit, Inc.,  for  $70,000  and  Century’s  action 
against  20th-Fox  for  $75,000  has  been  dis- 
continued in  the  supreme  court.  The  first 
action  sought  damages  for  alleged  failure 
to  play  contracted  product  during  the 
1938-39  and  1939-40  seasons,  while  the  de- 


fendant claimed  breach  of  contract  for 
alleged  failure  to  live  up  to  certain  play- 
dates  on  delivered  films.  Over  50  fea- 
tures, plus  shorts,  were  involved. 

Producers  Laboratories  have  filed  a su- 
preme court  action  against  Universal  Pic- 
tures Co.,  Big  U Film  Exchange,  the  Roxy, 
and  Universal  Film  Exchange,  seeking  an 
injunction  and  an  accounting  of  profits 
against  the  Universal  picture  “Hired  Wife,’’ 
claiming  the  title  conflicts  with  the  title 
of  a picture  owned  by  Producers  called  “A 
Hired  Wife.” 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  su- 
preme court  by  Mabel  Wayne  and  NevUle 
Fleeson  to  examine  officers  of  M-G-M  be- 
fore trial  in  cormection  with  a $50,000  ac- 
tion against  the  company.  Suit  charges 
plagiarism  of  the  plaintiff’s  song,  “Be- 
twixt and  Between”  in  “In  Between”  used 
in  an  unnamed  Judy  Garland  picture.  The 
defense  is  that  the  plaintiffs  sold  their 
song  to  M-G-M  before  the  film  was  made. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  fed- 
eral court  to  take  the  depositions  before 
trial  of  Alexander  Korda  by  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn  in  connection  with  the  producer’s 
breach  of  contract  action  against  UA. 
Goldwyn  seeks  to  break  his  10  year  dis- 
tribution agreement  which  has  until  1945 
to  run. 

Howard  Y.  Bary  has  filed  an  amended 
complaint  in  the  federal  court  against  Uni- 
versal, Lester  Cowan,  William  C.  Fields, 
A1  Wagner  and  Ann  Dempster  seeking 
damages  of  $307,000  for  the  alleged  plag- 
iarism of  his  story,  “A  Circus  Episode”  in 
“You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man.”  Uni- 
versal has  filed  a general  denial  as  answer. 

Robert  Brooker  Wyatt  has  been  granted 
an  additional  six  months  from  November 
20,  1940  to  find  and  serve  Mack  Gordon 
and  Harry  Revel,  defendants  in  an  action 
by  Wyatt  against  20th-Fox,  Leo  Feist,  Inc., 
and  the  songwriters. 
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^JORE  than  200  persons  attended  the  of- 
ficial opening  of  the  Showmen’s  Club 
Saturday  night,  danced  to  Abe  Neff’s  or- 
chestra, were  served  by  the  biggest  bar- 
tender ever  seen  in  these  parts — one 
Charles  Goldfine,  who  is  known  also  as 
the  operator  of  the  Alden  Theatre  . . . 
Several  other  club  members  had  to  pitch 
in  and  serve  as  waiters  to  accommodate 
the  big  crowd  . . . Oscar  Neufeld  caused  a 
lot  of  excitement  by  bringing  around  nine 
Gwen  Schoch  models  from  the  Food  Show 
...  It  was  5 a.  m.  before  the  party  broke 
up. 

Edgar  Moss,  20th-Fox,  wants  it  under- 
stood that  the  “house”  he  has  been  re- 
ported building  in  Cynwyd  will  be  a place 
for  him  and  his  family  to  live  in,  not  a 
theatre.  Seems  a lot  of  persons  in  the 
trade  misunderstood  the  report  . . . George 
P.  Aarojis  went  to  New  York  for  consent 
decree  discussions  . . . The  once-banned, 
twice-okayed  “Ramparts  We  Watch"  goes 
into  the  Stanton  this  week  . . . Dick  May- 
ers, Studio,  annou7ices  he’s  going  to  bring 
back  “Fight  for  Life”  as  soon  as  “Baker’s 
Wife”  completes  its  phenomenal  run  . . . 
“Seven  Sinners”  was  screened  at  the  Va- 
riety Club  last  week;  “The  Letter”  is 
scheduled  for  this  week. 

Percy  Bloch,  former  district  manager  of 
Paramount,  was  a visitor  this  week  . . . 
Harold  Learned,  Ritz,  Muncie,  announces 
his  house  will  reopen  next  Wednesday, 
after  being  closed  five  weeks  for  altera- 
tions. It  has  a new  front,  new  lobby  and 
lounge  . . . Paul  Goldman,  New  York,  was 
in  town  booking  for  the  Hill  School,  Potts- 
town,  and  other  institutions  . . . Doc  Wel- 
ler of  Athens  and  Troy,  Pa.,  was  another 
visitor  ...  It  was  wedding  bells  last  Sun- 
day for  William  Fishman,  manager  of  the 
Cayuga. 

Clara  Kraftsow,  Paramounter , took  a day 
off  to  srnother  a cold  . . . Bill  Brooker, 
Paramount  exploiteer,  is  touring  the  Har- 
risburg-Lancaster  area  to  pave  the  way 
for  “North  West  Mounted  Police”  . . . Al 
Martin,  president  of  the  Horlacher  Social 
Club,  has  got  the  annual  turkey  raffle  un- 
der way  . . . Horlacher  is  distributing  the 
Red  Cross  trailers  that  will  begin  appear- 
ing this  week  . . . The  Variety  Club  held 
open  house  Friday  to  honor  the  new  “can- 
vassmen”  (board  of  governors) . They  will 
choose  the  club’s  officers  ...  A big  dele- 
gation of  local  men  was  planrimg  to  go  to 
Washmgton  for  the  Variety  Club’s  annual 
dinner  there. 

Joe  Conway,  Egyptian,  is  planning  an 
all-request  program  for  the  week  begin- 
ning December  1.  He’s  distributing  ballots 
to  patrons  on  which  they  check  off  seven 
pictures  from  a list  of  28  hits,  ranging 
from  “Pinocchio”  to  “Pygmalion”  . . . Ed 
O’Donnell,  Warner  booker,  is  ill  at  home 
with  an  abdominal  condition  . . . Lou 
Davidoff,  Warner  district  manager,  and 
Sam  Teitelbaum,  manager  of  the  Commo- 
dore, presented  a “Knute  Rockne”  cup  to 
Detroit’s  football  team  after  its  victory 
over  Villanova. 

Helen  Packer,  Vitagraph,  had  a birth- 
day on  the  IWi;  Walter  Donahue,  Colum- 
bia, and  Catherine  Sobel,  Universal,  on  the 
16th  . . . This  week  birthday  cakes  will  be 
cut  by  Bill  Porter,  Monogram,  on  the  18th; 
Bill  Hopkins,  Metro,  26th;  George  Kelly 
and  Anna  Steuber,  Paramount,  on  the  21st, 
and  Mildred  Tolassi,  Columbia,  on  the  23rd 
. . . Margaret  Fogarty  Brickley,  Metro, 


celebrates  a wedding  anniversary  on  the 
21st. 

About  150  members  of  the  film  exchange 
employes  union  attended  a Hallowe’en 
party  at  the  Broadwood  last  week.  The 
meeting  preceding  the  hilarities  was  ad- 
dressed by  Louis  Krouse,  general  secre- 
tary-treasurer of  lATSE  . . . An  executive 
board  meeting  is  scheduled  for  next  Fri- 
day, and  election  of  new  officers  Decem- 
ber 13  . . . Marty  Aninsman,  Leader,  is 
collecting  photos  and  histories  of  Phila- 
delphia boys  who  have  made  good.  It’s 
a buildup  for  “Boys  of  the  City”  . . . Pop 
Graver,  Grove,  Willow  Grove,  had  a stuffed 
animal  display  for  “I  Married  Adventure” 
. . . Bill  Israel,  Earle,  is  working  up  a novel 
stunt — an  Earle  postoffice,  where  patrons 
can  use  theatre  stationery  before  and  after 
shows. 


Will  Hear  Amended 
Complaint  Dec.  5 


New  York — Judge  Goddard  has  set  De- 
cember 5 as  the  date  for  hearing  the  gov- 
ernment’s amended  and  supplemental  com- 
plaint, at  which  time  counsel  for  UA,  Uni- 
versal and  Columbia  will  present  fonnal 
arguments. 

The  court  also  granted  Milton  Weisman, 
ITO  of  New  York  counsel,  leave  to  file  a 
supplemental  brief,  and  Fred  Kent,  Sparks’ 
attorney  and  representing  Southeastern 
Theatre  Owners,  a brief  following  his  oral 
objections  Thursday. 


On  Tour  to  Nominate 
Arbitration  Personnel 

Los  Angeles — T.  Noble  Braden,  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  American  Arbitra- 
tion Ass’n,  arrived  here  from  his  organi- 
zation’s New  York  headquarters  over  the 
weekend  on  the  first  stop  of  a six-week 
tour  of  the  country  to  arrange  for  se- 
lection of  personnel  of  local  arbitration 
boards  to  function  as  provided  in  the  de- 
cree. He  will  visit  the  31  exchange  dis- 
tricts. 

Of  immediate  concern,  he  declared,  is 
the  selection  of  a chief  clerk  and  one  as- 
sistant for  each  district  board.  He  will 
also  check  into  the  backgrounds  of  po- 
tential arbitrators,  particularly  to  ascer- 
tain if  they  have  any  direct  or  indirect 
connection  with  the  industry,  which  is 
forbidden  in  the  terms  of  the  arbitration 
rules  and  procedure.  This  list  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  AAA’s  arbitration  commit- 
tee in  New  York,  which  will  make  the 
final  and  official  choice,  with  Braden’s 
recommendations. 


Illness  Causes  Recess 
Of  La  Crosse  Action 

Madison — Due  to  illness  of  Robert  A. 
Hess,  Milwaukee  attorney  for  La  Crosse 
Theatres,  Federal  Judge  Patrick  T.  Stone 
has  recessed  the  $1,472,000  anti-trust  ac- 
tion of  the  independent  circuit  against 
Paramount,  UA  and  20th-Fox,  Welworth 
Theatre  Co.  and  Minnesota  Amusements. 
E.  R.  Ruben,  supervisor  of  Welworth, 
Paramount  affiliate,  was  the  first  plain- 
tiff’s witness  in  the  trial  before  a jury. 


^HE  APEX,  latest  in  the  Fred  Kogod 

chain  and  located  on  Massachusetts 
Ave.,  the  avenue  of  embassies,  will  have 
its  formal  opening  November  20.  Digni- 
taries from  neighboring  embassies,  mem- 
bers of  the  official  family  and  the  district 
commissioners  will  be  the  honored  guests 
. . . Gus  Lynch,  nephew  of  George  Lynch, 
Schine’s  chief  buyer,  has  been  appointed 
Schine  booker  for  the  Washington  territory 
. . . Harry  Willard,  Jam  Handy  representa- 
tive, visited  with  Monogram’s  Harry  Brown 
. . . Charles  Touchon,  UA  auditor,  is  in 
for  a check  . . . Reports  from  the  terri- 
tory have  “North  West  Mounted”  receipts 
mounting. 

Joe  Young,  Universal’s  Baltimore  sales- 
man, copped  the  $15  prize  in  the  ex- 
change’s early  bird  contract  contest,  the 
sum  having  been  perso7ially  donated  by 
Branch  Manager  Max  Cohen  . . . Frances 
McCormick,  Warner  telephone  greeter,  and 
Henry  Coo7is,  manager  of  Warner’s  Penn, 
were  feted  with  a surprise  pre-nuptial 
party  at  the  Raleigh  last  Wed7iesday  eve 
by  Warrier  theatre  managers  and  their 
guests  . . . See7i  al07ig  the  Row:  M.  K. 
Murphy,  Appalachia;  Alvin  Dohme,  West- 
minster; Herman  Rubm,  Petersburg ; Bar- 
ry Goldma7i,  Leon  Back,  Frank  Hornig, 
a7id  Morris  Hendricks,  Baltimore. 

Metro’s  Victory  Dinner:  Cocktails  in 
the  Garbo  Room  with  Irving  Beck  be- 
decked in  a “Leo”  costume  as  reception- 
ist ..  . Dinner  at  8 in  the  Blue 

Room.  The  men  who  came:  T.  J. 
Connors,  eastern  sales  manager,  who 
was  presented  with  a wrist  watch  from 
the  eastern  offices  . . . E.  K.  O’Shea,  dis- 
trict manager,  who  was  presented  a set 
of  pearl  studs  from  the  offices  in  his  dis- 
trict . . . Irving  Beck,  Washington  student, 
who  received  a wrist  watch  from  the  Wash- 
ington staff  for  his  drive  cooperation,  and 
E.  M.  Booth,  Cincinnati  branch  manager, 
who  received  a drawing  of  Leo  as  a con- 
solation prize  . . . The  staff  presented 
Anna  Ridgely  with  a bottle  of  champagne 
on  her  birthday  . . . Freida  Cohen’s  coat  of 
Florida  vacation  tan  is  the  cynosure  of  all 
eyes  . . . Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wyatt  has  resigned 
and  the  glad  tidings  will  come  anon  . . . 
Carlton  Duffus,  exploiteer,  journeyed  to 
Wilmington  on  a special  assignment. 

U7iiversal’s  Thehna  Williams,  who  re- 
signed to  jom  the  staff  of  the  British  pur- 
chasing division  in  Washingto7i,  is  develop- 
i7ig  the  tea  at  four  habit  already  . . . Alice 
Reighly  retur7ied  from  her  belated  vaca- 
tio7i  7iursing  a mea7i  cold  . . . Rose  Stifel 
has  joined  the  U7iiversal  group  as  tele- 
phone greeter  . . . The  Bell  and  Howell  Co., 
ma7iufacturers  of  motion  picture  equip- 
ment, has  opened  an  office  at  1221  G 
Street,  with  Earl  Trager,  former  chief  of 
the  7iaturalist  divisiori,  Natio7ial  Park  Ser- 
vice, as  rnanager  . . . RKO’s  Dorothy 
Joha7inides  has  resigned  . . . Jess  Smith’s 
daughter  is  co7ivalesci7ig  nicely  following 
a7i  acute  appe7idectomy . 


Skouras  Is  Taking  Over 
The  Astoria,  Astoria 

New  York — Effective  November  19, 
Skouras  will  take  over  operation  of  the 
Astoria,  Astoria,  from  Loew’s  under  a 15- 
year  leasing  arrangement.  The  theatre 
has,  up  until  now,  been  part  of  a Skouras- 
Loew  pool.  The  house  will  be  closed  for 
two  days  for  alterations,  reopening  No- 
vember 21. 
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Theatre  Roof  Falls; 
Four  Patrons  Hurt 

Pittsburgh — Four  patrons  were  injured 
when  a section  of  the  Harris  Alvin  roof 
collapsed  Thursday  evening.  A number  of 
others  were  bruised  in  the  mad  scramble 
for  the  exits  that  followed. 

Water  and  bits  of  plaster  fell  for  sev- 
eral minutes  before  the  crash,  causing 
some  of  the  150  patrons  in  the  theatre  at 
the  time  to  move  under  the  balcony  light- 
ing system  which  was  damaged  by  the  col- 
lapse. 

Crashing  onto  the  auditorium  floor  and 
the  orchestra  pit  was  a section  of  the  roof 
about  100  feet  long  and  40  feet  wide  which 
fell  in  a mass  of  twisted  girders  and  broken 
masonry. 

The  theatre  management  stated  that  the 
collapse  came  only  five  minutes  after  at- 
tendants had  cleared  patrons  from  the  sec- 
tions where  the  plaster  and  water  was 
falling. 

Thousands  of  persons  jammed  about  the 
front  of  the  theatre  as  police  cars,  fire- 
men and  ambulances  rushed  to  the  scene. 

Owners  of  the  building  said  that  $200,000 
was  spent  on  remodeling  the  Alvin  six 
years  ago. 

Edmund  Grainger  Head 
Of  the  Shea  Circuit 

New  York — Edmund  C.  Grainger  be- 
comes president  and  general  manager, 
Denis  P.  O’Brien,  vice-president,  and  Ed- 
ward C.  Raftery,  treasurer  of  the  Shea 
Chain,  Inc.,  and  ten  wholly  owned  sub- 
sidiaries controlling  theatres  in  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  New  Hamp- 
shire. Under  the  will  of  the  late  Mort 
Shea,  the  three  men  are  executors  and 
trustees,  the  trusteeship  to  run  ten  years, 
after  which  the  estate  divides  five  ways 
with  shares  alike  to  Mrs.  Shea  and  four 
children. 

Other  officers  are  Thomas  E.  Shea,  sec- 
retary; A.  J.  Kearney  and  Raftery,  as- 
sistant secretaries,  and  George  Goett  and 
Preston  Tuckerman,  assistant  treasurers. 
In  seven  additional  companies  not  wholly 
owned,  Grainger  assumes  the  post  held 
by  Shea. 

Meakin  Chief  Barker 
Capital  Variety  Club 

Washington — At  elections  held  at  a 
luncheon  Monday  at  the  Willard,  Hardie 
Meakin,  RKO  Keith  manager,  was  elected 
Chief  Barker  of  the  Variety  Club. 

Other  officers  are  Carter  Barron,  divi- 
sion manager  for  Loew’s  theatres,  first  as- 
sistant barker;  J.  E.  Fontaine,  Paramount 
branch  manager,  second  assistant  chief 
barker:  Sam  Galanty,  district  manager  for 
Columbia,  treasurer,  and  Nate  Golden, 
chief  of  the  motion  picture  division  of  the 
department  of  commerce,  secretary.  Elect- 
ed to  the  board  of  governors:  Rudy  Ber- 
ger, Metro  branch  manager;  J.  J.  Pay- 
ette, Warner  zone  manager;  Sam  Wheeler, 
20th-Fox  branch  manager;  Fred  Rohrs, 
UA  branch  manager;  Archie  Engel;  H.  E. 
Lohmeyer,  Warner  city  manager,  and 
Harry  Brown,  Monogram  branch  manager. 


Orpheum  Company  Loss 

New  York — The  Orpheum  Company, 
Inc.,  reported  a net  loss  of  $11,580  for  the 
period  from  January  30  to  April  30,  1940. 
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Harry  L.  Gold,  Monroe  Greenthal. 

Universal — Joseph  H.  Seidelman. 

Warner — Joseph  H.  Hazen,  chairman;  Max 
Blackman,  Jules  Levy,  Herman  Maier,  Harold 
Rodner. 

other  committees'. 

Accessories — Ben  Moss,  chairman;  Lawrence 
Bolognino,  Bernard  Brandt,  Walter  Barber,  Jules 
Catsiff,  M.  J.  Fessler,  Emil  Friedlander,  William 
Freedman,  Emanuel  Frisch,  Miss  I.  Garretson,  Joe 
Hornstein,  Joe  Katsh,  A.  L.  Kirwin,  Stanley  Kol- 
bert,  Ben  Knobel,  Fred  Lakeman,  Bud  Lytton, 
Jerry  Loeb,  Milton  Maier,  Harry  Mandel,  Harry 
A.  Nadel,  Eugene  Picker,  Arthur  M.  Rapf,  Walter 
Reade  jr.,  Max  Seligman,  Charles  Sonin,  Mon- 
roe E.  Stein,  James  E.  Strook,  AI  Suchman. 

Artists — Phil  Baker,  Ben  Bernie,  Jesse  Block, 
Eddie  Cantor,  Eddie  Duchin,  Benny  Goodman,  Lou 
Holtz,  George  Jessel,  Abe  Lyman,  Dave  Rubinoff, 
Ed  Wynn. 

Artists’  Representatives — William  Morris  jr.. 
Marvin  Schenck,  co-chairmen;  Harry  Engel,  Mike 
Hammer,  Carleton  M.  Hub,  Jesse  Kaye,  Mary 
Leddy,  Sam  Lyons,  Harry  Mayer,  Sidney  Pier- 
mont. 

Attorneys — William  Klein,  chairman;  Julian  T. 
Abeles,  Louis  Nizer,  co-chairmen;  Louis  D.  Froh- 
lich,  Mitchell  Klupt,  Louis  Philips,  Charles 
Schwartz,  Milton  and  William  Weisman. 

Exchanges — Harry  Buxbaum,  chairman;  Nat 
Cohn,  Morris  Epstein,  Joe  Felder,  Dave  Levy, 
Myron  Sattler,  Edward  M.  Schnitzer,  Charles 
Stern,  Robert  Wolff. 

Independent  Producers — Budd  Rogers,  chairman; 
Edward  A.  Golden. 

Independent  Theatres — Harry  Brandt,  chairman; 
William  Brandt,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Leo  Brecher,  Si 
H.  Fabian,  Louis  Frisch,  Sam  Goodman,  Arthur 
L.  Mayer,  Charles  Moses,  Walter  Reade  sr.,  Sam 
Rinzler,  Sam  Rosen,  Max  Rudnick,  Edward  N. 
Rugoff,  Fred  Schwartz,  Edward  Seider,  Spyros 
Skouras,  Joe  Springer,  Sam  Strassberg. 

Laboratories — Alan  Friedman,  chairman;  Jules 
E.  Brulatour,  Ralph  I.  Poucher,  Jack  Goetz,  Her- 
bert J.  Yates  jr. 

M.  P.  P.  D.  A. — Roy  Norr. 

Operators — Joseph  I>.  Basson. 

Publications— Jack  W.  Alicoate,  chairman;  Red 
Kann.  Martin  Quigley,  Sid  Silverman,  Sam  Shain, 
Louis  Sobol. 

George  Dembow  of  National  Screen  has 
been  at  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  for  a general 
checkup  . . . J.  Real  Neth,  Columbus  inde- 
pendent circuit  operator,  was  in  town  the 
early  part  of  the  week  . . . Earl  Wingart  of 
20th-Fox  is  taking  over  the  newspaper 
contacts  in  addition  to  his  other  duties  now 
that  Bill  Chambliss  has  joined  the  naval 
air  force  . . . Herbert  I.  Leeds,  20th-Fox 
director,  has  arrived  from  the  coast  on 
personal  business,  following  which  he  will 
return  west  by  car,  stopping  off  at  various 
parts  of  the  country  for  exhibitor  confer- 
ences . . . Dorothy  Peterson  is  back  from 
Hollywood  studying  several  offers  to  re- 
turn to  the  Broadway  stage  . . . F.  L.  Har- 
ley, managing  director  for  20th-Fox  in 
England,  plans  to  spend  Christmas  in  New 
York,  if  and  when  he  can  make  it  . . . 
Michael  Boscia  of  the  same  company’s 
home  office  publicity  department,  is  the 
father  of  a girl  . . . Mrs.  E.  J.  Sparks  was 
down  with  the  weather  last  week,  the 
change  from  Asheville,  N.  C.,  apparently 
the  reason  . . . Mrs.  Jesse  Yost  Berkowitz 
of  the  20th-Fox  home  office  is  mourning 
the  loss  of  her  husband. 

John  J.  O’Connor  celebrated  his  seventh 
wedding  anniversary  on  Armistice  Day  by 
making  an  early  train  for  New  Rochelle 
. . . Isabelle  Austin  of  the  Roxy  has  gone 
to  Miami  Beach  for  a vacation  . . . Gilbert 
Wright,  son  of  Harold  Bell  Wright,  promi- 
nent novelist,  demonstrated  his  invention, 
the  Sonovox,  at  the  Waldorf’s  Starlight 
Roof  Monday  night  with  Kay  Kyser  act- 
ing as  master  of  ceremonies.  The  inven- 
tion is  being  used  for  the  first  time  in 
Kyser’s  picture,  “You’ll  Find  Out”  . . . 
Miriam  Hopkins  will  make  a personal  ap- 
pearance at  the  Strand  beginning  Novem- 
ber 30  . . . Frank  McCarthy  of  Universal 
was  in  Boston  during  the  middle  of  the 
week  . . . Morris  Shulman,  Hartford  ex- 
hibitor, was  in  town  during  the  week  . . . 


Lynn  Farnol  has  returned  from  the  coast 
after  UA  studio  conferences. 

Manny  Reiner  has  gone  to  Chicago  and 
Milwaukee  to  handle  the  publicity  for  the 
“Quiz  Kids,”  radio  moppets,  making  per- 
sonal appearances  in  the  midwest  . . . Bill 
Rodgers  has  been  fighting  off  a cold  the 
past  few  days  . . . Norma  Shearer  is  in 
from  the  coast.  Ditto  Lewis  Milestone  . . . 
Dan  Kelly,  Universal  casting  head,  has 
been  in  town  glimpsing  new  talent  and 
Broadway  shows  . . . Bob  Savini,  president 
of  Astor  Pictures,  is  on  a 10-day  business 
trip  to  Chicago,  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati, 
Detroit,  Cleveland  and  Buffalo.  He  is  due 
back  the  end  of  the  week  . . . Ralph 
Bellamy  and  the  missus  have  returned  on 
the  Santa  Rosa  from  a 12-day  cruise  . . . 
Also  on  the  boat  were  Phil  Berg  and  his 
wife,  better  known  as  Leila  Hymes  . . . 
Louise  Rousseau,  director  of  the  Pathe 
short  “Picture  People,”  is  in  from  the  coast 
to  assist  Frank  Donovan  on  the  “Informa- 
tion Please”  subject  which  will  feature 
Louis  Bromfield  . . . Joseph  P.  Kennedy  is 
on  the  coast  . . . Sonja  Henie  has  returned 
to  Hollywood  after  a court  session  here  on 
commission  claims  . . . Arlene  Judge  has 
also  returned  west  after  a stay  here. 

Maurice  Fleischman,  who  still  has  an 
interest  in  the  Bergen,  No.  Bergen,  is  back 
in  Miami  Beach  where  he  operates  the 
Essex  House.  He  and  the  missus  spent 
August  and  September  here,  but  on  the  last 
trip  Fleischman  came  north  on  business 
alone  . . . Jimmy  Binkov,  who  some  time 
ago  sold  the  Terminal,  Union  City,  is  build- 
ing an  apartment  house  in  Miami  Beach. 
The  same  goes  for  I.  Perse,  who  has 
turned  over  Capitol  Film  Supply  in  the 
Film  Center  Bldg,  to  his  son  . . . Joe  Horn- 
stein and  his  wife  have  been  enjoying  the 
past  two  weeks  in  Miami  . . . Irving  Berlin 
is  aboard  the  America  on  a 12-day  cruise 
to  the  West  Indies  . . . Gloria  Swanson  is 
on  the  same  boat  . . . Herman  Wobber  re- 
turns from  the  coast  Thanksgiving  Day 
. . . Kenny  Baker  is  in  town  from  the  coast 
. . . Harry  Brand,  publicity  generalissimo 
at  the  20th-Fox  studio,  spent  one  day  here 
testifying  for  Sonja  Henie  in  a lawsuit 
claiming  commissions  on  her  contract  with 
the  company.  Then  he  flew  back  to  Holly- 
wood. 

Joe  Moskowitz,  James  Mulvey,  Martin 
Moskowitz  and  Jake  Milestein  spent  the 
weekend  at  the  Wayne  Country  Club  in 
the  Poconos  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were 
after  sunshine  and  quiet  . . . Nunnally 
Johnson,  20th-Fox  associate  producer,  was 
in  town  discussing  “My  Life  and  Hard 
Times,”  his  next  for  that  company  . . . 
Helen  Jaffe  of  20th-Fox’s  eastern  story 
department  is  mourning  the  loss  of  her 
mother  . . . Leo  Mykon  of  the  same  com- 
pany’s home  office  contract  department 
becomes  a benedict  Thanksgiving  Day. 
Ruth  Greenberg  is  the  lucky  girl  . . . Bill 
Cadoret,  RKO  district  manager  in  Roches- 
ter, is  after  the  world  premiere  of  “West- 
ern Union”  . . . John  J.  O’Connor  says 
the  one  and  two-day  vaudeville  policy  in 
a half  dozen  RKO  houses  does  not  mean 
expansion  of  the  idea. 
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• REVIEW  FLASHES  • 


BARNYARD  FOLLIES  (Rep)— There's  a rich 
harvest  of  wholesome  laughs  and  rural 
music  in  this  cornfield  comedy.  While  it  may 
not  attain  popularity  peaks  in  the  big  cities, 
it's  a cinch  to  go  like  wildfire  in  the  silo 
sectors.  Little  Mary  Lee,  a swing  song- 
stress, heads  the  cast,  with  a galaxy  of 
farmland  radio  favorites,  including  Pappy 
Cheshire,  the  Kidoodlers  and  Rule  Davis 
in  support.  Frank  McDonald's  deft  direc- 
tion ties  the  thin  story  in  neatly  with  the 
musical  numbers.  Armand  Schaefer  pro- 
duced. 

BITTERSWEET  (M-G-M)— A treat  for  the  eyes 
and  ears  is  the  screen  version  of  Noel 
Coward's  operetta,  its  optical  appeal  being 
attributable  principally  to  Technicolor 
photography,  while  devotees  of  Coward's 
music  will  find  the  film  a sheer  delight. 
Jeanette  MacDonald  and  Nelson  Eddy  are 
reunited  and,  although  their  individual  and 
combined  performances  lack  much  of  the 
verve  and  mass  romantic  appeal  which 
won  them  a place  as  the  queen  and  king 
of  filmusicals,  their  vocal  efforts  add  con- 
siderably to  the  feature's  worth.  The  finale 
production  number  is  highly  original  and 
effective,  easily  the  picture's  entertainment 
highlight.  Best  market  will  be  first  runs 
and  subsequents  catering  to  the  more  dis- 
criminating patrons.  Victor  Saville  pro- 
duced; W.  S.  Van  Dyke  directed. 

BLACKOUT  (TIA) — Loaded  with  elements  of 
suspense,  dramatic  vitality,  skillful  per- 
formances and  pungent  atmosphere,  this 
British  import  is  first  class  entertainment 
in  all  departments.  Conrad  Veidt,  Valerie 
Hobson.  Michael  Powell  directed. 

DEVIL'S  PIPELINE.  THE  (Univ)— This  one  in 
the  Andy  Devine-Richard  Arlen  series  is 
minor  scale  stuff,  the  bovs  being  handi- 
capped by  a far-fetched  story.  Christy 
Cabanne  directed. 

GIRLS  UNDER  21  (Col)— It's  not  Delancey 
Street  here,  it's  Yancey  Street.  It's  not 
the  Dead  End  hooligans,  it's  their  female 
prototypes.  Male  or  female  it  makes  little 
difference,  for  this  sort  of  melodrama  has 
lost  its  novelty  and  is  now  routine,  Bruce 
Cabot,  Rochelle  Hudson,  Paul  Kelly. 

LETTER,  THE  (WB) — Bette  Davis  contributes 
a highly  emotional  performance,  one  which 
in  some  respects  might  be  favorably  com- 
pared to  her  many  previous  triumphs.  Her 
valiant  efforts  are  bolstered  by  the  work 
of  a well  selected  and  seasoned  supporting 
cast  in  which  James  Stephenson  dominates; 
despite  which  thespic  struggles  modem 
audiences  are  very  apt  to  find  this  effort 
to  revive  W.  Somerset  Maugham's  drama 
of  illicit  love,  frustration  and  murder  in  the 
tropics  a very  dull  bit  of  business.  The 
picture  drags  woefully,  and,  apparently, 
there  was  little  effort  made  to  introduce 
elements  which  might  have  geared  it  to 


present-day  film  tempo.  Robert  Lord  pro- 
duced; William  Wyler  directed. 

LONE  WOLF  KEEPS  A DATE,  THE  (Col)— 
Detective  yam  addicts  will  be  amply  re- 
warded for  the  investment  of  time  and 
money  they  make  to  follow  this  latest  ad- 
venture of  the  Lone  Wolf.  The  story  is 
suspenseful  enough  as  the  Wolf  tracks  a 
gang  of  crooks.  Warren  William,  Frances 
Robinson.  Sidney  Salkow  directed. 

MERRY  WIVES  (Edgar  E.  Lloyd) — An  inter- 
esting comedy  and  where  there  is  a foreign 
film  clientele  a good  turnout  might  be  in 
the  cards.  Produced  in  Czechoslovakia 
against  authentic  backgrounds,  the  film, 
however,  is  photographically  trying  on  the 
eyes.  English  subtitles  get  most  of  the 
hilarity  over. 

NIGHT  AT  EARL  CARROLL'S,  A (Para)— It 
won't  take  audiences  with  any  degree  of 
intelligence  long  to  discover  that  a car- 
load of  beautiful  girls  can't  make  a feature 
length  motion  picture.  This  resolves  itself 
into  a glorified  advertisement  for  Carroll's 
theatre-restaurant  with  enough  story  ma- 
terial and  gags  to  supply  a two-reeler;  but, 
stretched  into  its  present  running  time,  it 
falters  dismally  even  as  low-grade  filler. 
Ken  Murray  supplies  the  laughs.  Earl  Car- 
roll  produced;  Kurt  Neumann  directed. 

PHANTOM  OF  CHINATOWN  (Mono)— Con- 
tinuing the  series  depicting  the  adventures 
of  Hugh  Wiley's  Chinese  detective,  James 
Lee  Wong,  this  episode  finds  Keye  Luke 
replacing  Boris  Karloff  as  the  fictional 
super-sleuth.  If  anything,  the  switch  marks 
an  improvement.  The  story  is  definitely 
above  average — a murder  mystery,  of 
course — and  brimming  over  with  action 
and  suspense.  The  picture  may  safely  be 
catalogued  as  better  than  average  sup- 
porting fare  in  most  situations  and  can 
carry  the  top  of  the  bill  in  neighborhood 
runs.  Paul  Malvern  produced;  Phil  Rosen 
directed. 

TEXAS  TERRORS  (Rep) — The  story  varies 
cleverly  from  the  usual  cut  and  dried  west- 
ern and  action,  romance  and  music  have 
not  been  neglected.  The  audience  should 
respond.  Don  Barry  seeks  to  bring  to  legal 
and  not  gun  justice  the  murderers  of  his 
parents.  George  Sherman  directed. 

YOU'LL  FIND  OUT  (RKO)— Adept  showman- 
ship is  spelled  out  all  over  this  musical 
mystery-comedy  in  capital  letters.  The 
combination  of  Kay  Kyser  and  his  re- 
nowned musical  aggregation  with  the 
screen's  three  most  villainous  bad  men — 
Boris  Karloff,  Bela  Lugosi  and  Peter  Lorre 
— stamps  the  effort  as  a resounding  box- 
office  hit  and  a creditable  entry  for  Pro- 
ducer-Director David  Butler.  Between  at- 
tempts to  catch  a gang  of  phoney  spiritual- 
ists, Kyser  and  his  gang  deliver  a half 
dozen  acceptable  musical  numbers. 


Complete  Reviews  on  the  above  pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue. 


New  Gotham  Group 

Albany — Twenty-First  Century  Film 
Corp.  has  been  formed  to  do  business  in 
New  York.  Capital  stock  is  100  shares 
no  par  value. 


Eastman  Wage  Dividend 

New  York— The  Eastman  Kodak  Com- 
pany, besides  regular  dividends,  declared  a 
1941  wage  dividend  which  will  amoimt  to 
$2,625,000,  payable  March  24.  next. 


JJAROLD  WOOD,  secretary  of  the  MPTO 
of  Virginia,  says  that  the  mid-winter 
convention  will  be  at  the  Shoreham  in 
Washington  on  February  2 and  3.  Frank 
O’Brien  is  convention  chairman  and  is  be- 
ing assisted  by  Carter  Barron.  Exhibitors 
are  urged  to  make  their  reservations  early. 
Film  stars  who  will  be  in  Washington  for 
the  President’s  Ball,  January  31,  are  ex- 
pected to  stay  over  for  the  occasion  . . . 
A new  house  reportedly  will  be  built  at 
Newport  News  by  the  Indian  River  Amuse- 
ment Corp.,  to  seat  about  800.  Construc- 
tion will  commence  next  month. 

Paul  LaRoche,  Washington  manager  for 
Ross-Federal,  was  here  visiting  with  his 
field  men  . . . Littleton  Chappell,  who  was 
engineer  at  the  National  for  several  years, 
died  suddenly  last  Monday  . . . Walter 
Nelson,  former  local  protectionist,  has  been 
visiting  here  from  Washington  . . . Ger- 
trude Peace,  cashier  at  the  Venus,  vaca- 
tioned in  her  home  town  of  Portsmouth 
. . . Jeff  Hofheimer,  Norfolk  Theatre 
owner,  was  here  . . . Terry  Newcomb  and 
Roger  Owen,  service  staff  at  the  Venus, 
joined  the  army  . . . Charlie  Hulbert,  man- 
ager of  the  Lee,  and  his  wife  spent  a day 
up  on  Skyline  Drive  . . . Mervin  Vllman, 
Altec  engineer,  visited  relatives  in  Wash- 
ington. 

A charter  has  been  issued  to  the  High 
Theatre  Corn.,  Norfolk,  with  maximum 
capital  of  $25,000.  A.  E.  Lichtman.  Wash- 
ington, is  president  . . . John  Caldwell, 
Appomattox  Theatre  owner,  was  in  town 
. . . Local  managers  have  been  notified  that 
National  Screen  has  taken  over  the  DC 
Poster  Co.  . . . Jerry  Murphy,  Fox  sales- 
man. was  here,  also  Harley  Davidson, 
Paramount  . . . Ben  Pitts  came  to  town 
for  a few  minutes  to  see  his  neohew.  Tom 
at  the  East  End  . . . Harry  Cohen,  Metro 
salesman,  a caller. 

Louis  Starkey,  doorman  of  the  Park,  en- 
listed in  the  army  . . . Donald  Ganzert  is 
the  new  check  room  boy  at  Loew’s  . . . 
Louise  Cogbill,  cashier  of  the  Carillon,  has 
become  Quite  an  expert  horseback  rider 
. . . Harvey  Kelley  and  Luther  Jones  of  the 
Grand  have  signed  up  with  the  Brookland 
bowling  team,  and  won  three  games  from 
the  National  last  Monday.  The  State  in- 
creased its  lead  by  winning  three  from  the 
Colonial,  and  Loew’s  took  three  from  the 
Park. 

•Max  Cohen,  Universal  Washington 
branch  manager,  was  here  . . . Mack  Scar- 
borough, projectionist.  Park,  is  back  on  the 
job  after  being  out  sick  . . . Bill  Ballenger, 
manager  of  the  Grand,  motored  to  Nor- 
folk with  his  wife  . . . Everett  Worrell, 
member  of  the  State  service  staff,  attended 
Homecoming  exercises  at  Randolph  Macon 
Academy,  in  Front  Royal. 

The  Brookland  starts  opening  at  1:00 
p.  m.  instead  of  3:00  p.  m.,  Monday.  In- 
stead of  3 o’clock  the  Kiddie  Show  on 
Saturday  will  be  at  ll  ..  . Loew’s  this  year 
changed  to  Thursday  openings  in  order  to 
have  a new  show  on  Thanksgiving  . . . 
Mercer  Stillman,  Berio  representative,  was 
in  Washington  . . . Leon  Nelson  is  now 
local  checker  for  Ross-Federal.  He  was  for- 
merly manager  of  the  Warner  checkers  in 
Washington  . . . Alex  Ravdin,  manager  of 
the  Capitol,  is  aiding  Ivan  Rosenbaum, 
booker  for  Neighborhood  Theatres  . . . Mil- 
dred Ament,  cashier  of  the  Westhampton, 
celebrated  her  2Ist  birthday. 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS  OF  THE  PRODUCTION  CENTER 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Community  Chest  Fund  Is 
Finding  Widest  Support 


From  all  eai’ly  indications  Hollywood 
will  top  all  previous  efforts  in  the  current 
Los  Angeles  Community  Chest  drive.  Early 
reports  from  most  studios  point  toward 
substantial  increases  over  last  year’s  con- 
tributions while  Universal,  first  to  go  over 
the  top,  turned  over  a check  for  $30,590 
to  Chairman  Louis  B.  Mayer,  representing 
a 125  per  cent  boost  over  the  1939  take 
from  that  studio.  Walt  Disney  employes 
have  reported  an  increase  in  their  still 
uncompleted  collection  efforts.  Paramount 
has  doubled  its  take  to  date  and  the  radio 
and  advertising  agency  divisions  expect  a 
50  per  cent  increase. 

A complete  list  of  assisting  “majors” 
working  under  the  “colonels”  in  each 
studio  has  been  submitted  to  Mayer.  It 
includes : 

Warner — Eddie  Selzer,  colonel;  Cy  Wil- 
der, Steve  Trilling,  Robert  Taplinger,  Louis 
Burns,  Perc  Westmore,  Mike  McGreal, 
Byron  Haskin,  Bert  Teitlebaum,  Herman 
Lisseuer,  F.  C.  Furman,  L.  M.  Coombs,  A. 

C.  Wilson,  Art  Klein,  Catherine  Higgins, 
Nathan  Levinson,  Hal  McCord,  Leo  Forb- 
stein,  A1  Tondreau,  Fred  Gage,  Sadye 
Freyer,  Irene  Lee,  Fred  Pappmaier,  Blay- 
ney  Matthews  and  T.  C.  Wright,  majors. 

Republic — E.  H.  Goldstein,  colonel;  Ar- 
mand  Schaefer,  George  Sherman,  Alfred 
Cohen,  M.  Mariani,  H.  Glick,  A1  Wilson, 
Red  O’Grain,  Whitey  Gibbs,  P.  Guerin,  C. 
Lootens,  Murray  Seldeen,  A.  Horwittz, 
Robert  Webb,  F.  Valin  and  M.  Schoenburg, 
majors. 

Universal — A.  H.  McCausland,  colonel; 
H.  Brewster,  E.  Muhl,  Dave  Garber,  Jack 
Otterson,  J.  McCormick,  F.  Campbell,  A. 
Richards,  Maurice  Pivar,  F.  Graves,  S. 
Lund,  R.  Pelgram,  Charles  Previn,  E. 
Carey,  J.  Fulton,  H.  Starke,  R.  Gausman, 
John  Joseph,  F.  Patchell,  Bernard  Brown, 
Morton  Grant,  R.  Jones,  C.  Beringer,  Vera 
West,  F.  Tait,  W.  Gerson,  H.  Spitz  and  H. 
Dennis,  majors. 

Two  Share  Posts 

Columbia — H.  A.  McDonnell  and  B.  B. 
Kahane,  colonels;  S.  Love,  Lionel  Banks, 
E.  Oster,  Ira  Uhr,  S.  Harwick,  R.  Howell, 

D.  Harmon,  Robert  Cahoon,  H.  Sommer, 
D.  Cassell,  T.  Duncan,  G.  Seid,  T.  Stevens, 
Morris  Stoloff,  F.  Chabot,  Jack  Gilpin,  L. 
Lurvey,  D.  Vail,  B.  Rosameyer,  E.  Hann, 

' W.  Rawlings,  R.  Bearly,  D.  Lentz,  D.  Allen, 
H.  McDonnell. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox — William  Koe- 
nig and  Fred  Meyer,  colonels;  Percy  Ikerd, 
D.  Clark,  W.  Mayberry,  N.  Janios,  V.  Chris- 
tensen, O.  Stewart,  H.  Dodds,  L.  Witte,  F. 
Meine,  C.  Effinger,  T.  Frazer,  Joe  Engle, 
A.  Hartwig,  H.  Goldfarb,  E.  Dela-Vigne, 


J.  Conlin,  T.  Young,  W.  Wisheit,  T.  Little, 
Nate  Dyches,  R.  Bassler,  Fred  Sersen,  G. 
Jackson,  R.  Schneider,  P.  Adams,  K.  Smith, 
C.  McCormick,  W.  Boyd,  J.  Whittaker,  L. 
Woods,  E.  Tate,  E.  Bonome,  C.  Faulkner, 

E.  Schneider,  C.  Goldie,  H.  Dodds,  S.  Hal- 
prin,  J.  Hirogoyen,  Robert  Lollier,  B. 
Goldfarb,  majors. 

Paramount — Henry  Ginsberg,  colonel; 
Charles  Brackett,  Dwight  Taylor,  Mark 
Sandrich,  William  Wellman,  Brian  Don- 
levy,  Joel  McCrea,  Mary  Martin,  Paulette 
Goddard,  J.  H.  Karp,  Cliff  Lewis,  Harry 
Sherman,  T.  K.  Glennan  and  H.  Mc- 
Croskey,  majors. 

Walt  Disney — Gunther  Lessing,  colonel; 
Stirling  Silliphant,  J.  Bond,  H.  Blundell, 
J.  Dunham,  F.  Oreb,  V.  Papineau,  H.  Holt, 
G.  Goepper,  D.  Worth,  E.  Curtiss,  J. 
Ritchie,  E.  Newell,  K.  Mulcahy,  E.  Held, 
W.  Pfeiffer,  W.  Jones,  D.  Connell,  J.  Cut- 
ting, M.  Batchelder,  R.  Cook,  J.  Eckes, 
C.  Lamb,  T.  Harper,  C.  Jensen,  R.  Heim- 
dahl,  G.  French,  V.  Bronnais,  C.  John- 
ston, R.  Whittington  and  Errol  Rettig, 
majors. 

Circulate  Special  Film 

M-G-M — Harry  Rapf,  executive  aide  to 
L.  B.  Mayer  in  the  drive;  Sam  Katz  and 
W.  K.  Craig,  colonels;  Lionel  Barrymore, 
George  Cukor,  Kenneth  McKenna,  Dore 
Schary,  Alfred  Newman,  O.  Garver,  Cedric 
Gibbons,  L.  Small,  J.  Arnold,  Fred  Quimby, 
Fred  Datig,  F.  Edwards,  F.  Gabourie,  F. 
Hendrickson,  D.  Gray,  E.  Hannan,  Jack 
Nickolaus,  Jack  Dawn,  Lee  Kolb,  W.  Mc- 
Crystal,  Nathaniel  Finston,  Jack  Tobin, 
Whitey  Hendry,  C.  Chic,  M.  Chamberlin, 
E.  Willis,  Howard  Strickling,  W.  Spencer, 
E.  Farrell,  Jack  Chertok,  Douglas  Shearer, 
S.  Kress  and  W.  Enoch,  majors. 

RKO  Radio — Danny  Winkler,  colonel; 
W.  Haslan,  E.  Cline,  D.  Wise,  H.  Levin,  E. 
Miller,  J.  Crone,  G.  Howe,  G.  D’Agostino, 
W.  Eglinston,  V.  Walker,  H.  Berry,  J.  Wil- 
kinson, M.  Burns,  Dave  Dreyer,  J.  Allberg, 
Perry  Lieber,  C.  Cramer,  S.  Fogel,  majors. 

Hal  Roach — Frank  Seltzer,  colonel;  El- 
mer Raguse,  H.  Foster,  N.  Remisoff,  C. 
Christenson,  J.  Follette,  W.  Stevens,  W. 
Lewis,  C.  Levin,  Roy  Seawright,  J.  Roach, 
S.  Graves,  H.  Black,  R.  Walker,  M.  Van 
Keuren,  G.  Cash  and  W.  Johnson. 

Colonels  on  other  lots  include:  Lou 
Lifton,  Monogram;  Barney  Briskin,  Prin- 
cipal; Ted  Thornton,  Edward  Small;  G.  H. 
Medley,  General  Service;  George  Bagnall, 
Alexander  Korda,  George  W.  Johnston, 
Walter  Wanger. 

The  special  Chest  film,  “Andy  Hardy’s 
Dilemma,”  is  being  given  the  largest  dis- 
tribution ever  accorded  a picture  in  this 


area.  All  circuit  and  independent  houses 
will  play  it,  and  40  prints  have  already 
been  booked. 

Meantime  plans  are  being  set  for  the 
annual  Red  Cross  Roll  Call,  which  will  be 
launched  November  17  with  a gigantic 
national  radio  broadcast.  Bob  Hope  will 
serve  as  master  of  ceremonies;  Y.  Frank 
Freeman  of  Paramount  will  be  a featured 
speaker;  and  Bette  Davis,  Edgar  Bergen, 
Lionel  Barrymore  and  other  screen  stars 
will  appear. 

Alan  Mowbray  has  been  named  chair- 
man of  a committee  to  arrange  a Christ- 
mas Day  broadcast  to  England.  NBC  has 
donated  complete  network  facilities  and 
all  its  short-wave  stations,  and  Mowbray 
is  inviting  all  American  artists  to  partici- 
pate. 

Incorporated  to  aid  European  writers 
who  are  refugees  from  dictator-controlled 
nations,  Hollywood’s  newest  benefit  or- 
ganization, the  Committee  for  Writers  in 
Exile,  is  planning  a dinner  at  the  Beverly 
Wilshire  Hotel,  November  26,  as  its  first 
activity.  Receipts  from  the  $10-per-plate 
affair  will  go  toward  relieving  stress  of 
the  refugee  authors  abroad.  Honorary 
chairmen  include  Charles  Chaplin,  H.  G. 
Wells  and  Ernest  Hemingway,  while  the 
CWE's  membership  comprises  such  names 
as  Irving  Asher,  John  Cromwell,  William 
Dieterle,  Philip  Merivale,  Paul  Muni,  Doro- 
thy Parker,  Norma  Shearer,  Robert 
Benchley,  David  Hempstead,  Ben  Hecht, 
Boris  Ingster,  Nunnally  Johnson  and 
scores  of  others. 


Hitchcock  Seeks  Audience 
Reaction  to  "Smiths" 

To  obtain  a first-hand  audience  re- 
action to  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,”  his  latest 
directorial  effort,  Alfred  Hitchcock  will 
leave  Hollywood  next  week  for  a tour  of 
ten  representative  American  cities,  in  each 
of  which  he  will  sneak-preview  the  Carole 
Lombard-Robert  Montgomery  co-starrer, 
filmed  for  RKO  Radio. 

Hitchcock  plans  to  return  about  De- 
cember 8,  when  he  will  complete  plans 
for  filming  “Before  the  Fact,”  his  next 
for  RKO  Radio.  Two  writers  will  accom- 
pany him  on  his  barnstorming  trip  to  work 
with  him  on  the  script. 


'Parachute  Squadron  New 
Feature  on  RKO  Slate 

RKO  Radio  has  scheduled  a forthcom- 
ing feature  around  the  daredevil  lives  led 
by  members  of  the  U.  S.  Army’s  newly- 
formed  parachute  troops.  Titled  “Para- 
chute Squadron,”  it  will  be  produced  for 
the  Lee  Marcus  unit  by  Howard  Benedict. 
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They  Gather  on  the  Lot — 

Paramount  executives  assembled  for  a studio  business  conference — at  the  top, 
left  to  right:  Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee ; Y.  Frank 
Freeman,  vice-president  in  charge  of  studio  operations;  Barney  Balaban. 
president,  and  Director  Mitchell  Leisen.  In  the  middle  frame,  left  to  right, 
standing:  Leon  Netter,  New  York  theatre  department:  Bob  Weitman,  man- 
ager New  York  Paramount  Theatre;  Earl  Hudson.  Detroit;  Sam  Dembow, 
New  York  theatre  department;  John  Balaban,  Chicago;  M.  A.  Lightman, 
Memphis;  Samuel  Pinanski.  Boston;  J . J.  Fitzgibbons,  Canada;  R.  J.  O’Don- 
nell, Dallas.  Seated,  left  to  right:  Y.  Frank  Freeman  jr.,  Leonard  Goldenson, 
New  York  theatre  department;  Ralph  Branton,  Des  Moines;  Marty  Mullin, 
Boston.  The  distaff  side  of  the  sessio7is — left  to  right:  Mrs.  Bob  Weitman, 
Mrs.  Leon  Netter.  Mrs.  Paul  Raebourne.  Mrs.  Leonard  Goldenson  and  Mrs. 
J.  J.  Fitzgibbons. 


Full  Schedule  Awails  I 

I 

Murray  Silverslone 


Joining  Lynn  Parnol,  who  arrived  sev- 
eral days  earlier,  Murray  Silverstone, 
United  Artists  chieftain,  and  Charles  j 
Schwartz,  company  attorney,  have  checked 
in  from  New  York.  Purposes  of  their  visit 
are  manifold,  with  business  to  be  under- 
taken including: 

1.  The  annual  UA  stockholders’  meeting, 
set  for  November  19,  and  to  be  attended 
by  all  UA  member-owners. 

2.  Conferences  with  Edward  Small  on 
his  future  production  plans. 

3.  Discussions  with  Richard  Rowland 
pertaining  to  release  plans  for  “Cheers  for 
Miss  Bishop,”  for  which  a Lincoln,  Neb., 
premiere  may  be  set. 

4.  Tentative  setup  of  the  advertising 
and  exploitation  campaign  for  the  David 
Loew-Albert  Lewin  film,  “Flotsam.” 

5.  Attendance  at  the  western  premiere 
of  Charles  Chaplin’s  “The  Great  Dicta- 
tor” at  the  Carthay  Circle  Theatre  No- 
vember 14. 

Herman  Wobber,  20th  Century-Fox 
sales  chieftain,  was  expected  in  for  a ten- 
day  stay,  to  huddle  with  studio  executives 
on  production  and  release  plans  for  the 
winter  season.  Charles  McCarthy,  ad- 
vertising-publicity head,  came  in  from 
New  York  to  work  out  exploitation  de- 
tails for  “Chad  Hanna,”  “Tin  Pan  Alley” 
and  other  completed  product. 

The  studio  has  been  notified  that,  fol- 
lowing their  attendance  at  the  premiere 
of  “Arizona”  in  Tucson,  Columbia  execu- 
tives including  President  Harry  Cohn, 
Jack  Cohn  and  Nate  Spingold  will  check 
in  here  for  conferences  before  Jack  Cohn 
and  Spingold  return  to  their  New  York 
headquarters. 

M.  J.  Siegel,  Republic  production  chief, 
has  retumed  from  three  weeks  of  con- 
ferences in  New  York  with  H.  J.  Yates, 
board  chairman.  Siegel  is  expected  short- 
ly to  announce  the  company’s  production 
schedule  for  the  first  three  months  of 
1941. 

Mid-winter  executive  sessions  are  in 
prospect  at  Universal  some  time  in  Janu- 
ary, with  indications  that  President  Nate 
Blumberg;  William  Scully,  sales  manager; 
Joseph  Seidelman,  foreign  distribution 
head;  and  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  board  chair- 
man, will  come  west  for  huddles  with  Cliff 
Work,  Matty  Fox  and  other  studio  offi- 
cials. 

Clarence  Ericksen,  Walter  Wanger’s 
general  manager,  has  returned  from  New 
York,  where  he  has  spent  the  past  six 
months. 

To  remain  here  until  January,  Leo  Spitz, 
special  counsel  for  RKO  Radio  and  former 
president  of  the  company,  has  arrived 
from  New  York. 

Norman  H.  Moray,  Warner  short  sub- 
.jects  sales  manager,  arrives  November  18 
from  New  York  for  a series  of  confer- 
ences on  the  coming  season’s  product  with 
Jack  Warner,  Charles  Einfeld  and  Gordon 
Hollingshead. 


Warner  Sound  Engineers 
Announce  New  System 

Warner  sound  engineers  have  announced 
the  practicable  perfection  of  “Vitasound,” 
a new  control  system  which,  it  is  claimed, 
represents  improvements  in  both  record- 
ing and  projection  techniques.  First  pic- 
ture recorded  with  the  new  system  is 
“Santa  Fe  Trail.” 


A Production  Slack  in 
December;  Only  5 Set 

Pointing  to  a possible  production  slack 
in  December  after  several  continuously 
busy  months,  only  five  pictures  have  so 
far  been  set  to  go  before  the  cameras 
during  the  next  month — with  two  others 
pegged  for  January  starts  and  seven  more 
on  schedule  for  November. 


Dan  James  Leaves  Chaplin 

After  a two-year  association,  during 
which  he  functioned  as  assistant  director 
and  story  collaborator,  Dan  James  has 
checked  off  Charles  Chaplin’s  payroll. 


Thorpe  to  Guide  Beery 
Richard  Thorpe  will  direct  Wallace  Beery 
in  “Bad  Man.”  J.  Walter  Ruben  will  pro- 
duce for  Metro. 
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There  is  probably  no  more  striking 
illustration  of  the  bad  timing  which 
minimizes  much  of  Hollywood’s  fren- 
zied publicity  activities  than  the  case  of 
Orson  Welles. 

Nearly  two  years  have  elapsed  since 
filmdom  took  the  boy  genius  of  the  air 
waves  to  her  copious  bosom.  The  adop- 
tion was  made  to  the  accompaniment  of 
fanfare,  seldom  paralleled,  never  sur- 
passed. Here  was  a quadruple-threat 
man,  who,  unaided  and  without  the  use 
of  mirrors  or  other  deceptive  devices,  was 
going  to  put  the  faltering  motion  picture 
industry  back  on  its  feet.  Here  was  the 
bearded  answer  to  the  distributors’  and 
exhibitors’  prayers.  Here  was  genius  in- 
carnate— ready,  willing  and  able  to  do  the 
work  of  four  men,  thereby  exposing  the 
fallacies  of  Hollywood’s  over-manned  sys- 
tem. He  would  write,  produce,  direct  and 
star  in  a motion  picture.  Hosannah! 

Credit  Perry  Lieber  and  his  RKO  Radio 
praisery  with  having  done  a good  job  in 
broadcasting  the  minutest  details  of 
Welles’  debut.  In  which  chore  they  were 
slightly  assisted  by  one  Herbert  Drake, 
personable  New  York  newsman  who  came 
to  the  coast  and  still  hovers  in  the  back- 
ground as  the  radio  impresario’s  personal 
publicist. 

There  was  something  about  Welles  and 
his  nebulous  plans  for  a film  career  which 
appealed  to  writers  on  matters  cinematic: 
and,  apparently,  to  the  reading  public.  His 
then  mythical  productional  prospects  were 
given  space  far  in  excess  of  that  afforded 
more  important — and,  certainly,  more  con- 
crete— ventures.  But  as  one  announced 
picture  after  another  failed  to  materialize, 
reporters  lost  interest  in  Orson  Annie  and 
his  four-way  future.  In  fact,  announce- 
ments about  Wellesian  projects  became  the 
objects  of  ribbing  and  ridicule,  along  with 
casting  of  GWTW,  and  other  over-pro- 
longed so-called  suspense  campaigns. 


Then — and  miracles  never  cease — the 
boy  wonder  started  a picture,  “Citizen 
Kane,”  which  has  been  in  production  for 
lo!  these  many  months  and  apparently  is 
finally  approaching  the  finishing  line. 
Now  that  the  celluloid  brain  child  is  about 
to  be  bom  and  bestowed  upon  a breathless 
public,  there  exists  a comparative  and 
ominous  quiet  concerning  it  and  its 
writer-producer-director-star  father.  Such 
few  items  as  find  their  way  into  print  are 
limited  largely  to  the  trade  press  and 
concern  such  notes  as  “George  Schaefer  is 
in  at  RKO  to  confer  with  Orson  Welles  on 
what  to  do  about  ‘Citizen  Kane’  ” and 
“Orson  Welles  has  planed  in  from  a lec- 
ture tour  to  start  shooting  retakes  and 
added  scenes  on  ‘Citizen  Kane’.” 

It  has  long  been  one  of  the  more  rever- 
berating plaints  of  exhibitors  that  Holly- 
wood devotes  so  much  attention  to  pub- 
licizing pictures  while  they  are  in  their 
projected  and  productional  states  that 
there  is  nothing  left  for  the  columnists  to 
report  when  the  pictures  are  released,  at 
which  time  the  exhibitor  feels  he  is  most 
needful  of  boxoffice-stimulating  buildups. 
It  appears  that  Welles  and  his  public  rela- 
tions managers  have  leaned  over  back- 


ward to  furnish  Exhibit  A for  the  show- 
men’s case. 

First  20th  Century-Fox  makes  two  pic- 
tures based  upon  the  lives  of  the  re- 
nowned James  Brothers.  Then  Universal 
subscribes  to  the  tre^id  with  a film  biog- 
raphy of  the  notorious  Dalton  Brothers. 
Now  Warner,  proposing  to  top  all  previous 
efforts  in  the  bandit  cycle,  will  base  a pro- 
duction upon  the  lives  of  the  James  Broth- 
ers, the  Dalton  Brothers  and — for  good 
measure — the  Younger  Brothers. 

Suggested  next  step:  That  Fox  and  Uni- 
versal pool  their  resources  to  filmize  the 
lives  of  the  Warner  Brothers — titled,  per- 
haps, “The  Bad  Men  of  Burbank.” 

Trade  item  declares  that  termites  have 
undermined  a sound  stage  used  by  a major 
studio  for  filming  its  "B"  product. 

What  about  the  front  office? 


It  had  to  happen; 

Monogram  announces  it  will  stage  a 
“gala  world  premiere”  of  Tex  Ritter’s  lat- 
est musical  sagebrusher,  “Take  Me  Back 
to  Oklahoma,”  in  Tulsa — all  because  Bob 
Wills  and  his  Texas  Playboys,  who  supply 
the  musical  interludes  in  the  film,  are  as- 
serted to  be  Tulsa’s  favorite  hillbilly  band. 

A Warner  press  release  declares  that 
hundreds  of  Indians  who  have  never  seen 
a motion  picture  will  attend  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “Santa  Fe  Trail”  in  Santa  Fe, 
New  Mexico. 

In  view  of  which  it  is  recojnmended  that 
Hollywood's  hungry  reviewers  who  will  ac- 
company the  junket  as  Warner’s  guests 
wear  their  hats  at  all  times.  Or  maybe  it 
is  the  redskin  who  had  better  beware  of 
being  scalped  by  the  aforementioned  hun- 
gry reporters. 


Coward,  Carter,  Crooks,  Clucks 


“Here  we  go  again”  became  the  theme 
song  of  Hollywood’s  preview  pirates  as  the 
week’s  debuting  films  returned  to  normal 
in  both  volume  and  acceptability. 

Two  of  eight  fell  into  the  top  bracket, 
of  which  pair  Metro’s  “Bitter  Sweet”  was 
probably  the  most  important  and  impres- 
sive. Technicolor  photography  and  strik- 
ingly magnificent  sets  make  the  screen 
version  of  Noel  Coward’s  operetta  a treat 
for  the  eyes  and  ears;  devotees  of  Cow- 
ard’s music,  and  that  includes  discrimi- 
nating patrons  in  first  and  subsequent- 
run  houses,  will  find  it  a sheer  delight. 
Producer  Victor  Saville  incorporated  sev- 
eral impressive  production  numbers,  in- 
cluding a highly  original  and  effective 
finale,  which  is  the  picture’s  highlight. 
Although  their  performances  lack  consid- 
erable of  the  verve  and  mass  romantic 
appeal  which  made  them  queen  and  king 
of  filmusicals,  Jeanette  MacDonald  and 
Nelson  Eddy  are  in  fine  voice  and  con- 
tribute much  to  the  feature’s  general  ex- 
cellence. W.  S.  Van  Dyke  directed  with 
smoothness  and  pace  from  a well-construc- 
ted script  by  Lesser  Samuels. 

Not  to  be  overlooked  by  patrons  seeking 
intelligently-handled  entertainment  is 
Warner’s  “The  Lady  With  Red  Hair.”  A 
biography  of  Mrs.  Leslie  Carter,  glamor- 
ous figure  of  the  American  stage  at  the 
turn  of  the  century,  it  features  a brace 
of  winning  performances  submitted  by 
Miriam  Hopkins  and  Claude  Rains,  plus 


a story  that  successfully  recreates  the 
fascination  of  that  backstage  era.  Charles 
Kenyon  and  Milton  Krims  turned  out  a 
eimpie  enough,  and  factual  in  most  in- 
stances, script,  from  a story  by  N.  Brew- 
ster Morse  and  Norbert  Faulkner,  based 
in  turn  upon  Mrs.  Carter’s  memoirs.  Ed- 
mund Grainger  draws  credit  for  a notable 
production  job  and  Kurt  Bernhardt’s  di- 
rection is  likewise  above  par. 

❖ « * 

A quartet  of  programmers,  assaying  from 
prime  to  good,  were; 

Universal’s  “Sandy  Gets  Her  Man,”  a 
comedy  of  the  broadest  variety  in  which 
Baby  Sandy  is,  as  usual,  just  about  the 
whole  show.  Dialogue  has  been  added  to 
her  other  cute  tricks  and  the  script  by 
Sy  Bartlett  and  Jane  Storm  was  con- 
trived to  give  the  infant  star  enough 
antics  to  amuse — although  possibly  not  to 
convulse — average  family  audiences.  Otis 
Garrett  and  Paul  Gerard  Smith,  who  co- 
directed, held  the  comedy  stop  out  all  the 
way.  Burt  Kelly  functioned  as  associate 
producer. 

Youth  has  a field  day  in  M-G-M’s  “Gal- 
lant Sons,”  story  of  a group  of  high  school 
youngsters  who  turn  detectives.  Portray- 
ed with  gusto  by  hand-picked  cast  of 
competent  adolescents,  it  should  rate  as 
tip-top  program  material.  Scripters  Wil- 
liam R.  Lipman  and  Marion  Parsonnet 
combined  comedy,  suspense  and  human 
interest  in  nicely-balanced  quantities, 


while  George  B.  Seitz  contributed  a deft 
directorial  job  under  Frederick  Stephani’s 
production  guidance. 

Columbia  accounted  for  a pair  in  “The 
Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a Date”  and  “Before 
I Hang.”  The  former  should  amply  sat- 
isfy detective  yarn  addicts  as  Warren 
William,  again  portraying  Louis  Joseph 
Vance’s  famous  reformed  crook,  brings 
the  villains  to  justice  amid  suspense  and 
comedy.  Earl  Felton  and  Sidney  Salkow 
collaborated  on  the  story  and  screenplay, 
from  which  Salkow  directed. 

The  latter  is  another  in  the  series  of 
low-budgeted  action  thrillers  in  which  Co- 
lumbia has  been  starring  Boris  Karloff — 
and  is  one  of  the  studio’s  better  efforts. 
Director  Nick  Grinde  handled  his  subject 
nicely,  working  from  a script  by  Robert 
D.  Andrews.  Karl  Brown  and  Andrews 
wrote  the  original  story. 

* * * 

Limping  along  in  the  rear  came  Uni- 
versal’s “Give  Us  Wings”  and  Paramount’s 
“A  Night  at  Earl  Carroll’s.” 

For  the  former.  Producer  Ken  Goldsmith 
made  sure  there  would  be  no  scarcity  of 
hard-boiled  adolescents  by  recruiting  the 
remnants  of  the  Dead  End  Kids  and  the 
Little  Tough  Guys.  When  that  casting 
problem  was  so  adroitly  solved,  however, 
the  filming  of  the  picture  apparently  be- 

< Continued  on  page  28) 
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Hoi  lyit  ood — 

— Personnelities 


Barnstormers 

Columbia 

KBLIOTT  set  for  two-week  p.  a.  tour, 
opening  in  Big  Springs,  Tex.,  and  including  stop- 
overs in  Fort  Worth,  Dallas,  Houston.  San  An- 
tonio and  other  Texas  cities. 

Monoqram 

KKYK  H’KE  set  for  personal  appearance  tour 
in  connection  with  bookings  of  “Phantom  of 

Chinatown. ’’  in  which  he  stars. 

» 

Paramount 

FKESTON  FOSTER  makes  p.  a.  in  Richmond, 
Va..  in  connection  with  the  opening  there  of 
Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  “North  West  Mounted  Police.” 

PAITEETTK  OODDAKI)  attended  opening  of 
the  annual  civic  ski  show  in  San  Francisco  No- 
vember 13.  She  is  president  of  Southern  Skis. 

RKO  Radio 

KAY  SUTTON,  member  of  the  “Li'l  Abner” 
cast,  made  a p.  a.  in  connection  with  the  film’s 
San  Francisco  opening  November  13. 

Universal 

MISC'HA  AUER  to  open  p.  a.  tour  December  6 
in  Chicago. 


Blurbers 

Paramount 

DON  CHATFIELD  of  the  publicity  staff  be- 
comes the  father  of  a baby  boy,  David  Allan, 
born  to  Mrs.  Chatfield  November  11  at  Monte 
Sano  Hospital. 

ClAFF  FEWIS,  studio  publicity-advertising  di- 
rector. and  MERVIN  HOUSER  check  in  from 
the  Chicago  premiere  of  “North  West  Mounted 
Police.” 

RKO  Radio 

TERRY’’  TURNER,  eastern  exploitation  head, 
returns  to  New  York  after  accompanying  Charles 
Laughton  on  his  recent  personal  appearance  tour. 

('ONNIE  KREBS  checks  out  for  a two-month 
tour,  covering  80  key  cities,  contacting  film 
and  news  editors. 

Hal  Roach 

FRANK  SELTZER,  advertising-publicity  head, 
checks  out  for  New  York  for  three  weeks  to 
handle  ballyhoo  on  “Road  Show.” 

20th  Century-Fox 

WHITNEY'  WILLIAMS  joins  studio  publicity 
staff. 

HARRY'  BRAND,  studio  publicity  head,  re- 
turns from  a New  Y'ork  trip. 

Warner  Bros. 

MARTY  WEISER,  west-coast  exploiteer,  checks 
out  for  San  Francisco  to  handle  pre-release  run 
of  “The  Letter”  at  the  Fox  Theatre.  He  was 
accompanied  by  TOM  FOl’DY'  of  the  studio  pub- 
licity department. 

IRVING  RUBINE  and  WILL  YOLAN  estab- 
lish publicity  headquarters  in  Santa  Fe.  N.  M., 
for  the  world  premiere  of  “Santa  Fe  Trail.” 


Cleliers 

Paramount 

ANDREA  SETARO  completes  scoring  of  31 
different  tunes  for  the  background  music  in 
“Love  Thy  Neighbor.” 

SIGMUND  KRUMGOLD  completes  recording  of 
musical  background  for  “The  Southerner.” 

RKO  Radio 

EDV^  AKI)  AVAIJD  d oing  musical  score  for  "Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith.” 

ROY  WEBB  scoring  “Little  Men.” 

NILO  MKNDENEZ  signed  as  technical  advisor 
and  pianist  on  Spanisli  musical  numbers  in  “They 
Met  in  Argentina.” 

20th  Century-Fox 

I,EO  liOBIN  and  KAEI’U  IJAINAil.H  romplete 
four  songs  for  “Tall,  liark  and  Handsome.” 

Warner  Bros. 

MAX  STEINER  rushing  recordings  on  “Santa 
Fe  Trail”  to  have  it  in  readiness  for  tlie  Santa 
Fe,  New  Mexiro.  ])remiere  December  13-14-15. 


Loanouts 

M-G-M 

RONALD  REAliAN  borrowed  from  Warner  for 
the  romantic  male  lead  in  the  Wallace  Beery 
starrer,  “Bad  Man.” 

('HRIS-PIN  M.VRTIN,  Mexican  comic,  borrow- 
ed from  20th  Century-Fox  for  a supporting  role 
in  the  Wallace  Beery  starter,  “Bad  Man.” 

Meggers 

Columbia 

EDWAKI)  D.MVTHYK  to  i)ilot  "Edge  of  Run- 
ning  Water,”  a Wallace  MacDonald  production 
starring  Boris  Karloff. 

Alexander  Korda 

IJKINHOI.l)  SCHENZEI.  to  pilot  "New  Wine.” 
starring  Ilona  Massey. 

RKO  Radio 

IRVING  REIS  to  pilot  “Show  Business"  for 
Producer  Howard  Benedict. 

Harry  Sherman 

DERWIN  ABRAHAMS,  promoted  from  assist- 
ant director’s  post,  to  pilot  “Border  Vigilantes,” 
next  Hopalong  Cassidy  western  for  Paramount. 

20th  Century-Fox 

HARRY'  LACH.’MAN  to  pilot  “The  Man  With  a 
Shovel,”  from  a Dalton  Trumbo  story,  whicli 
Walter  Morosco  and  Ralpli  Dietrich  will  co- 
produce. 

V7arner  Bros. 

BTLI..IAM  KFHGH1.,EY  to  pilot  “Miss  Wheel- 
wright Discovers  America.”  from  a story  by 
Leonard  Spigelgass.  It  rolls  in  December  with 
I'lavid  Lewis  producing. 

HENRY'  BLANKE  named  associate  producer 
on  “Gentle  People.”  the  Irwin  Shaw  play. 

BREEZY'  EASON  to  “Wings  of  Steel,”  two- 
reel  Technicolor  preparedness  short.  It  rolls 
November  25. 

Options 

Columbia 

BI'STER  KEATON  signed  to  star  in  an  untitled 
comedy  short. 

HENRY  MORETZ,  New  York  writer,  given 
term  scripting  pact. 

Larry  Darmour 

Bl'CK  JONES  signed  for  starring  spot  in 
“White  Eagle,”  serial  for  Columbia  release. 

Alexander  Korda 

AlAiERT  BASSERMAN  signed  to  portray  Bee- 
thoven in  “New  Wine.” 

Ernst  Lubitsch 

HARRY'  DAVENPORT  signed  for  a featured 
role  in  “That  Uncertain  Feeling.” 

Metro 

HENRY'  TRAVERS  draws  supporting  role  in 
“Bad  Man.” 

HORACE  MAC'MAHON  signed  for  a featured 
character  role  in  “Come  Live  With  Me.” 

GEORGE  FItOESC’HEL  and  MARVIN  BOROAV- 
SKY’,  writing  team,  held  for  another  term. 

LARAINE  DAY  held  for  another  term.  She  is 
now  in  “Bad  Man,”  with  Wallace  Beery. 

ANNALEE  WHITMORE  and  JAMES  HILL, 
writing  ttarn,  held  for  another  term. 

Paramount 

CATHERINE  CRAIG,  featured  player,  given 
new  contract. 

CONSTANf’E  MOORE  lianded  long-term  act- 
ing deal  following  her  one-picture  assignment  in 
“I  Wanted  WMngs.” 

GLENDA  FARRELL  ilraws  a topline  in  “Road 
to  Zanzibar.” 

liRIAN  DONLEVV  held  for  another  year. 

PRES'l'ON  EOSTF^R  given  contract  renewal. 
IJis  next  assignment  is  in  “Skylark.”  with  Clau- 
(b  tte  Colbert  and  Kay  Milland. 

RKO  Radio 

BETTY  JANE  RHODES,  television  and  radio 
siTiger,  given  two-i)iclure  deal.  She  is  set  for 
“Along  the  Rio  Grande”  and  “They  Met  in  Ar- 
gentina.” 

ANNE  SHIRLEY  draws  new  term  pact  calling 
for  three  films  yearly,  with  “1  Married  a Cheat” 
as  her  first  a.ssignment. 


Hal  Roach 

RICHARD  WALLAt'E  signed  to  direct  two 
pictures. 

20th  Century-Fox 

I>OlGLAS  DIMBKILI.E  added  to  cast  of 
“Murder  Among  Friends.” 

GEORGE  SANDERS  given  new  acting  ticket. 

CESAR  ROMERO  given  contract  extension. 

FRANK  JENKS  draws  a featured  role  in  “Tall, 
Dark  and  Handsome.” 

CHARLES  GRAPEWIN  set  for  the  featured 
role  in  “Tobacco  Road,”  to  be  directed  by  John 
Ford. 

ZEFFIE  TILBURY'  given  featured  spot  in  "To- 
bacco Road.” 

Universal 

THE  ANDREAV  SISTERS  signed  to  feature  in 
an  untitled  musical. 

Warner  Bros. 

PRISCILLA  LANE  held  for  another  term. 

LUCILLE  AVATSON  and  CHARLES  TROAV- 
BRIDGK  signed  for  supporting  roles  in  “Far 
Horizon.” 

ADDISON  RICHARDS  signed  for  a supporting 
role  in  “Far  Horizon.” 

MARY  ASTOK  signed  for  second  feminine  lead 
in  the  Bette  Davis-George  Brent  vehicle,  “Far 
Horizon.”  with  studio  taking  an  option  for  fu- 
ture pictures. 

AA’AY'NE  MORRIS  given  contract  renewal. 

Percenteers 

HARRY  AAT'RTZEL  returns  from  a two-week 
New  Y'ork  business  trip. 

AA'ILLIAM  DOVER  joins  Feldman-Blum  agency, 
to  function  as  business  manager  for  the  firm’s 
clients.  Dover  has  been  operating  his  own  agency 
in  New  Y'ork.  now  discontinued. 

H.  N.  SAA'ANSON,  head  of  the  Swanson  Agency, 
has  returned  from  a two-week  New  York  busi- 
ness trip. 

Scripters 

Columbia 

KENNETH  EAHE  and  CT  KTIS  KENYON  to 

“A  Girl’s  Best  Friend  Is  Wall  Street.” 

ALLEN  RIA'KIN  polishing  “Legacy,”  the  War- 
ner Baxter  starrer,  for  Producer  Robert  Sherwood. 

BRADFORD  ROPES  to  “Mermaids  on  Parade” 
for  Producer  Charles  Rogers. 

Globe 

AA'A1..TER  DE  lA'^ON  polishing  “Pot  O’  Gold.” 

Metro 

AA'ILIAAM  H.  LIPMAN  to  “Murder  by  Radium,” 
next  in  the  Nick  Carter  sleuth  series  starring 
Walter  Pidgeon.  Frederick  Stephani  will  pro- 
duce. 

DALTON  TRUMBO  to  “Somewhere  I’ll  Find 
Y'ou."  from  a novel  by  Charles  Hoffman,  which 
Pandro  Berman  will  produce. 

HOAVAKD  EMMETT  ROGERS  to  “Episode  in 
Lisbon,"  to  co-star  Robert  Taylor  and  Hedy 
Lamarr,  with  Edgar  Selwyn  producing. 

Monogram 

EDMUND  KELSO  to  “I  Cover  the  Waterfront,” 
a Frankie  Darro  starrer  which  Lindsley  Par- 
sons will  supervise. 

RKO  Radio 

IAN  Hl’NTER  to  “Show  Business.”  Howard 
Benedict  produces. 

LARRY  RHINE  and  BEN  C’H.VPMAN  to  “Hang 
Out  the  Moon.”  musical  comedy,  for  Producer 
Frederic  Ullman  jr. 

JERRY'  CADY'  to  “Repent  at  Leisure,”  from  a 
story  by  James  Gow  and  Arnaud  D’Usseau.  Cliff 
Reid  produces. 

DOROTHY  PARKER  and  ALAN  CAAIPBELL 

to  “Weekend  for  Three,”  from  a story  by  Budd 
Schulberg,  which  Garson  Kanin  will  direct  for 
Producer  Erich  Pommer.  Irene  Dunne  and  Cary 
Grant  will  co-star. 

Republic 

HAE  I.ONG  to  "Valley  of  the  Moon.” 

Al.EKEI)  BATSON  to  "Jung-Ie  Girl.”  a .serial, 
to  he  produced  hy  U.  S.  Brown. 

Hal  Roach 

KOBEKT  PKESNEEl,  to  “Broadway  I.imited.” 

20th  Century-Fox 

.JOHN  TAINTOK  FOOTE  to  "Indiana."  suc- 
cessor to  "Maryland"  and  "Kentucky,”  with  John 
Payne,  Walter  Brennan  and  Fay  Bainter  heading 
the  cast. 

SAMlTil,  HOFEENSTEIN  to  "The  Great  Amer- 
oan  Broadcast,"  collaborating  with  EDWIN 
BI.l’M  and  DON  TiTTIANGEK. 

.JOHN  E.XKIilN  completes  "Murder  Among 
Friends"  for  Producers  Ralph  Dietrich  and  Wal- 
ter Morosf-o. 

JAGli  ANDREWS  to  "Breach  of  Discipline,” 
for  Producer  Robert  T.  Kane. 

KOHEK'I'  EEl.IS  and  HI-lI-IilN  I.OGAN  to  "Song 
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of  the  Islands.” 

GEORGE  BRUCE  to  "The  Eagle  Flies." 

Universal 

JOHN  MEEHAN  to  an  untitled  original,  to  be 
used  as  a starring  vehicle  for  Deanna  Durbin. 

Walter  Wanger 

WILOAM  HUKD  BARRETT  to  “The  Eagle 
SQuadron,”  story  of  American  fliers  in  the  Royal 
Air  Force. 

Warner  Bros. 

BARE  BAEDWIN  to  “Maid  in  Havana.” 

ROBERT  ROSSEN  to  “Fiesta  in  Manhattan,” 
from  the  Charles  Kaufman  novel. 

STUART  PALMER  completes  ‘‘The  Smiling 
Ghost,"  from  a story  by  Philip  Wylie  and  B.  A. 
Bergman. 

HARRY  CHANDLEE  teamed  with  AHEM  EIN- 
KEL  on  "One  Foot  in  Heaven." 

LENORE  COFFEE  to  "Quietly  My  Captain 
Waits,”  from  the  Evelyn  Eaton  novel,  to  star 
Bette  Davis. 

GERTRUDE  PUR('ELL  to  "Captain  Applejack," 
from  the  stage  play  by  Avery  Hopwood. 

NORMAN  REILLY  RAINE  to  "Tugboat  Annie 
in  Drydock." 

DEL  FRAZIER  to  "Skating  School."  a one- 
leeler,  which  Gordon  Hollingshead  will  produce. 

JULIUS  and  PHIIAP  EPSTEIN  complete 
‘The  Bride  Came  C.  O.  D.."  from  Kenneth  Earl’s 
and  M.  M.  Musselman’s  original. 


"Arizona"  Premiere 
Climaxes  Big  Week 


Climaxing  a week  of  “Frontier  Days” 
activities  under  the  direction  of  the 
Tucson  chamber  of  commerce,  Columbia’s 
“Arizona”  made  its  debut  in  that  city  No- 
vember 15-16  amid  a blaze  of  civic  fes- 
tivities, klieg  lights,  parades,  Indian  cere- 
monies and  other  now-familiar  premiere 
trappings. 

Transported  from  Hollywood  for  the 
occasion  was  a delegation  of  stars,  studio 
executives  and  newspapermen  numbering 
nearly  250,  with  Warren  William,  Jean 
Arthur,  Charlie  Ruggles,  Paul  Lukas,  Flor- 
ence Rice,  Regis  Toomey,  Fay  Wray, 
Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Jack  Holt,  Porter 
Hall,  Glenn  Ford  and  Paul  Harvey  in  the 
forefront.  Old  Tucson,  built  for  the  pic- 
ture, was  the  focal  point  for  most  of  the 
gaiety,  with  its  cantinas,  dance-halls  and 
cafes  in  full  swing.  Pour  grand  balls,  plus 
the  Kate  Smith  and  Vox  Pop  broadcasts, 
served  further  to  enliven  the  proceedings. 

Warner  has  chartered  a 17-car  train  to 
carry  stars,  executives  and  members  of 
the  press  to  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  for  the 
world  premiere  of  “Santa  Fe  Trail”  De- 
cember 13-14-15.  The  Hollywood  contin- 
gent, headed  by  Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  de 
Havilland,  Ronald  Reagan,  Alan  Hale, 
Guinn  Williams,  Van  Heflin  and  William 
Lundigan,  will  be  met  in  Albuquerque  by 
a group  of  celebrities  coming  out  from 
New  York.  An  exploitation  tieup  has  been 
set  with  Scholastic  Magazine  whereby  a 
free  trip  to  the  premiere  will  be  given 
the  winner  of  a high-school  contest. 

Another  December  opening  will  be  that 
of  Paramount’s  “Second  Chorus”  at  the 
Paramount  Theatre  in  New  York,  where 
it  will  be  given  a pre-release  premiere 
December  3. 

Western  premiere  of  Charles  Chaplin’s 
“The  Great  Dictator”  at  the  Carthay  Cir- 
cle Theatre  November  14  gave  Hollywood’s 
society  set  a chance  to  dust  off  its  top 
hats  and  ermine  wraps.  Bleachers  ac- 
commodating 10,000  fans  were  erected  in 
the  theatre  forecourt  and  film  colony 
notables  turned  out  for  the  occasion  in 
vast  numbers. 

Paramount  will  roll  “Las  Vegas  Nights” 
and  “There’s  Always  Juliet”  before  the  end 
of  this  month,  with  “Skylark”  and  “Bal- 
lerina” to  start  in  December.  RKO  Radio’s 
“They  Met  in  Argentina”  is  to  take  off 


next  week  with  “How  to  Meet  a Man” 
given  a December  starting  date. 

“Tugboat  Annie  in  Drydock”  and 
“Fiesta  in  Manhattan”  are  Warner’s  re- 
maining November  entries,  while  “Ser- 
geant York”  and  “Miss  Wheelwright  Dis- 
covers America”  are  slated  to  roll  next 
month.  Only  picture  on  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  schedule  for  the  remainder  of  this 
month  is  “Tobacco  Road.”  Monogram’s 
entries  include  “You’re  Out  of  Luck,” 
starting  next  week,  and  “I  Cover  the 
Waterfront”  going  in  December. 

January  starters  include  M-G-M’s  “The 
Yearling”  and  Sol  Lesser’s  “Strange  Vic- 
tory,” to  be  filmed  for  United  Artists. 


Hughes  Quartering  on 
Samuel  Goldwyn  Lot 

Production  headquarters  have  been  es- 
tablished on  the  Samuel  Goldwyn  lot  by 
Howard  Hughes,  where  the  first  vehicle 
to  be  made  by  him  in  several  years,  based 
on  the  life  of  Billy  the  Kid,  will  be  pro- 
duced. Hughes  has  secured  a 20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox release  and  has  been  filming 
background  material  for  several  weeks, 
with  Howard  Hawks  directing.  No  cast 
names  have  been  set  as  yet.  Hughes  joins 
such  other  independent  producers  at  the 
Goldwyn  plant  as  Ernst  Lubitsch,  Sol 
Lesser  and  Walter  Wanger. 

Jack  Votion  has  purchased  the  interest 
of  his  partner,  Sam  Coslow,  in  Voco  Pro- 
ductions, which  has  made  one  film, 
“Dreaming  Out  Loud,”  for  RKO  Radio 
with  Lum  and  Abner  starring.  Votion 
plans  to  produce  one  more  with  the  radio 
comedians,  to  be  delivered  to  RKO  Radio 
for  a March  15  release  date. 

Stephens-Lang  Productions  swings  into 
action  next  week  with  “Prodigy,”  latest 
in  its  “Dr.  Christian”  series,  for  RKO 
Radio.  Erie  C.  Kenton  will  direct  at 
General  Service  Studios.  At  RKO  Pathe 
Jerry  Brant’s  Pyramid  Pictures  plans  a 
late  November  start  on  “Scattergood 
Baines,”  which  Christy  Cabanne  will  di- 
rect. Frank  Melford  has  been  signed  as 
Brant’s  production  assistant.  RKO  Radio 
will  release. 

For  distribution  by  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.,  Jed  Buell  has  gunned  “Misbehaving 
Husbands,”  starring  Ralph  Byrd,  at  the 
Chadwick  studios.  William  Beaudine  is 
directing.  National  release  date  for  the 
comedy  has  been  set  for  December  20. 


Jack  Benny  is  back  in  town  after  a 
hurried  trip  to  Waukegan  to  visit  his 
father,  who  has  been  ill. 

★ 

Scripter  Robert  Riskin  has  pulled  out 
for  New  York  for  a month’s  holiday,  catch- 
ing the  new  shows  and  reading  manu- 
scripts for  Frank  Capra’s  next  picture  . . . 
Robert  Preston  and  Catherine  Craig,  both 
Paramount  players,  were  married  Novem- 
ber 8 in  a Las  Vegas  elopement. 

* 

Norma  Shearer  has  planed  out  for  a 
stay  of  a few  days  in  New  York  City. 
She’ll  catch  the  eastern  opening  of  “Es- 
cape,” her  latest  M-G-M  starrer  . . . Lewis 
Milestone,  who  will  direct,  and  Scripters 
John  Van  Druten  and  Arnold  Belgard  are 
in  New  York  for  ten  days,  conferring  on 
plans  for  the  William  Hawks  production, 
“Palm  Beach  Limited.” 

* 

Producer  John  W.  Considine  jr.  has  re- 


SAG  Voting  Extras 
Weigh  "B"  Council 

Fate  of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild’s  Class 
B council  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  B 
membership,  ballots  having  been  mailed 
extra  players  whereby  they  are  to  decide 
whether  or  not  the  council  should  be  re- 
tained or  abolished.  The  SAG  board  of 
directors  expresses  the  belief  that  the 
council  has  “failed  in  its  purpose  of  ad- 
vancing the  economic  interests  of  the  ex- 
tra players”  and  has,  instead,  “become  a 
destructive,  rather  than  constructive, 
force.”  Deadline  for  return  of  the  ballots 
is  November  26. 

The  directorate  has  recommended  that 
extras  vote  to  abolish  the  council  and 
instead  to  adopt  one  of  two  alternatives: 
Direct  administration  of  B affairs  by  the 
board  of  directors,  in  consultation  with 
various  groups  of  extra  players;  or  a 
“functional  plan”  of  representation 
through  committees  representing  riders, 
dancers  and  other  groups.  Enclosed  with 
each  ballot  was  a letter  from  Edward  Ar- 
nold, SAG  president,  cautioning  that  no 
committees  of  extras  will  be  allowed  to 
discuss  Guild  problems  with  other  organ- 
izations unless  given  the  power  to  do  so  by 
the  directorate,  and  declaring  that  “no 
one  has  the  slightest  objection  to  the 
extras  forming  a separate  union,  if  they 
see  fit.  The  board  has  made  this  clear 
over  and  over  again  and  by  their  vote 
the  extras  have  said  that  they  do  not  want 
a separate  union.” 

Meantime  in  a run-off  election  Harry 
Mayo  defeated  Florence  Wix  as  chairman 
of  the  B council,  with  Clayton  Jones  named 
vice-chairman. 

American  Federation  of  Labor  has  grant- 
ed charters  to  two  more  independent 
studio  crafts  with  a potential  combined 
membership  of  about  2,000 — both  under 
the  wing  of  the  International  Hod  Car- 
riers and  Laborers  union.  One  group  com- 
prises studio  maintenance  workers,  the 
other  including  studio  policemen,  watch- 
men and  gatemen. 

Now  under  way  under  direction  of  E.  V. 
Cocking,  coast  wage-hour  administrator, 
are  hearings  to  determine  the  status  of 
some  10,000  lATSE  studio  employes  as 
a result  of  changes  in  the  wage-hour  law. 


turned  from  Omaha,  where  he  conferred 
with  Father  Flanagan  on  M-G-M’s  “Men 
of  Boys  Town’’  . . . Dan  Kelly,  Universal 
studio  casting  chief,  is  conferring  in  New 
York  with  President  Nate  Blumberg  and 
Director  Henry  Koster  on  Roster’s  next 
assignment. 


H.  G.  Wells,  the  famous  English  novel- 
ist, was  Louis  B.  Mayer’s  guest  at  M-G-M 
where  he  watched  filming  of  scenes  on 
two  current  productions  . . . David  O.  Selz- 
nick  has  returned  from  the  east,  where  he 
spent  the  summer  in  Connecticut  and 
New  York. 

* 

Anatole  Litvak  has  been  discharged  from 
the  Santa  Monica  Hospital  and  is  now  in 
Palm  Springs  recuperating  from  an  in- 
fluenza attack  . . . Virginia  Van  Upp, 
Paramount  scenarist,  is  planning  a 
month’s  holiday  m Honolulu. 
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REVIEW 

FLASHES 

BITTERSWEET  (M-G-M) — A treat  for  the  eyes 
and  ears  is  the  screen  version  of  Noel 
Coward's  operetta,  its  optical  appeal  being 
attributable  principally  to  Technicolor 
photography,  while  devotees  of  Coward's 
music  will  find  the  film  a sheer  delight. 
Jeanette  MacDonald  and  Nelson  Eddy  are 
reunited  and,  although  their  individual  and 
combined  performances  lack  much  of  the 
verve  and  mass  romantic  appeal  which 
won  them  a place  as  the  queen  and  king 
of  filmusicals,  their  vocal  efforts  add  con- 
siderably to  the  feature's  worth.  The  finale 
production  number  is  highly  original  and 
effective,  easily  the  picture's  entertainment 
highlight.  Best  market  will  be  first  runs 
and  subsequents  catering  to  the  more  dis- 
criminating patrons.  Victor  Saville  pro- 
duced; W.  S.  Van  Dyke  directed. 

DEVIL'S  PIPELINE,  THE  (Univ)— This  one  in 
the  Andy  Devine-Richard  Arlen  series  is 
minor  scale  stuff,  the  boys  being  handi- 
capped by  a far-fetched  story.  Christy 
Cabanne  directed. 

LETTER,  THE  (WB) — Bette  Davis  contributes 
a highly  emotional  performance,  one  which 
in  some  respects  might  be  favorably  com- 
pared to  her  many  previous  triumphs.  Her 
valiant  efforts  are  bolstered  by  the  work 
of  a well  selected  and  seasoned  supporting 
cast  in  which  James  Stephenson  dominates; 
despite  which  thespic  struggles  modern 
audiences  are  very  apt  to  find  this  effort 
to  revive  W.  Somerset  Maugham's  drama 
of  illicit  love,  frustration  and  murder  in  the 
tropics  a very  dull  bit  of  business.  The 
picture  drags  woefully,  and,  apparently, 
there  was  little  effort  made  to  introduce 
elements  which  might  have  geared  it  to 
present-day  film  tempo.  Robert  Lord  pro- 
duced; William  Wyler  directed. 

LONE  WOLF  KEEPS  A DATE,  THE  (Col)— 
Detective  yam  addicts  will  be  amply  re- 
warded for  the  investment  of  time  and 
money  they  make  to  follow  this  latest  ad- 
venture of  the  Lone  Wolf.  The  story  is 
suspenseful  enough  as  the  Wolf  tracks  a 
gang  of  crooks.  Warren  William,  Frances 
Robinson.  Sidney  Salkow  directed. 

NIGHT  AT  EARL  CARROLL'S,  A (Para)— It 
won't  take  audiences  with  any  degree  of 
intelligence  long  to  discover  that  a car- 
load of  beautiful  girls  can't  make  a feature 
length  motion  picture.  This  resolves  itself 
into  a glorified  advertisement  for  Carroll's 
theatre-restaurant  with  enough  story  ma- 
terial and  gags  to  supply  a two-reeler;  but, 
stretched  into  its  present  running  time,  it 
falters  dismally  even  as  low-grade  filler. 
Ken  Murray  supplies  the  laughs.  Earl  Car- 
roll  produced;  Kurt  Neumann  directed. 

YOU'LL  FIND  OUT  (RKO)— Adept  showman- 
ship is  spelled  out  all  over  this  musical 
mystery-comedy  in  capital  letters.  The 
combination  of  Kay  Kyser  and  his  re- 
nowned musical  aggregation  with  the 
screen's  three  most  villainous  bad  men — 
Boris  Karloff,  Bela  Lugosi  and  Peter  Lorre 
— stamps  the  effort  as  a resounding  box- 
office  hit  and  a creditable  entry  for  Pro- 
ducer-Director David  Butler.  Between  at- 
tempts to  catch  a gang  of  phoney  spiritual- 
ists, Kyser  and  his  gang  deliver  a half 
dozen  acceptable  musical  numbers. 


Induslry  Defense 
Role  Takes  Shape 


Hollywood — Shaping  rapidly  into  con- 
crete form  is  the  part  the  film  industry 
is  to  play  in  the  defense  preparations. 
Col.  A.  D.  Bruce,  of  the  U.  S.  army  gen- 
eral staff,  and  Major  Richard  Schlosberg, 
chief  of  the  signal  corps’  photographic  di- 
vision, have  arrived  here  with  Gordon  S. 
Mitchell,  Academy  Research  Council  man- 
ager, to  confer  with  studio  executives  on 
plans  for  the  production  of  a series  of 
training  films  as  an  educational  medium 
for  army  and  navy  draftees  and  volun- 
teers. 

Meantime  a sub-committee  headed  by 
Darryl  Zanuck,  S.  J.  Briskin  and  Nathan 
Levinson,  in  addition  to  huddling  with 
Col.  Bruce  and  Major  Schlosberg,  is  in- 
terviewing screen  writers,  from  which  a 
number  will  be  selected  to  work  both  here 
and  in  Port  Monmouth,  New  Jersey,  pre- 
paring scripts  for  the  training  shorts. 
Those  chosen  will  serve  as  signal  corps 
commissioned  officers  for  a one-year 
period. 

A defense  committee  meeting  was 
scheduled  for  the  latter  part  of  the  week, 
with  Freeman  presiding  and  Zanuck  sub- 
mitting a report  on  the  progress  made  to 
date.  Expected  in  shortly  to  confer  with 
Zanuck,  Freeman  and  the  army  officers, 
is  Francis  Harmon,  executive  aide  to  Will 
Hays  and  liaison  officer  between  the  in- 
dustry and  the  government  in  defense 
preparations. 
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(Continued  from  page  25) 
came  a laborious  procedure;  for  the  script, 
written  by  Arthur  T.  Horman  and  Robert 
Lee  Johnson  from  Eliot  Gibbons’  original, 
is  very  weak.  It  frequently  resorts  to 
sallies  of  slapstick  comedy  to  drag  it  out 
of  the  doldrums,  and  it  vhll  be  entirely 
understandable  if  the  more  discriminating 
patrons  adopt  the  title  for  their  theme 
song.  Charles  Lament  directed. 

It  won’t  take  audiences  who  pay  their 
money  to  see  Paramount’s  entry  long  to 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  a carload  of 
pulchritudinous  girls  can’t  make  a fea- 
ture-length motion  picture  when  there  is 
barely  enough  story  material  and  gags  to 
supply  a two-reeler.  The  film,  scripted 
by  Lynn  Starling,  resolves  itself  into  a 
glorified  advertisement  for  Earl  Carroll’s 
theatre-restaurant  and  falters  dismally 
even  as  low-grade  filler.  Carroll,  who  pro- 
duced it,  also  appears  in  a small  support- 
ing role,  while  Kurt  Neumann’s  directorial 
assignment  was  handicapped  by  sketchy 
material. 

Barton  Aylesworth  to 
Manage  the  Wilshire 

Los  Angeles — Several  shifts  have  been 
made  among  Fox  West  Coast  house  man- 
agers in  this  territory.  Barton  Aylesworth 
has  been  transferred  from  the  Embassy 
to  the  Wilshire,  replacing  Ray  Deusem; 
Gene  Kohler,  treasurer  at  the  Chinese, 
also  goes  to  the  Wilshire  as  Aylesworth’s 
assistant,  taking  over  from  Ellis  Sylvester, 
while  Scott  Brown  moves  from  the  Village 
to  the  Chinese  to  replace  Kohler.  No  suc- 
cessor to  Aylesworth  has  been  named  at 
the  Embassy  as  yet. 


mac  SINIFT  has  acquired  the  lease  to 
and  is  rebuilding  the  old  Normandy, 
dark  for  several  years.  When  completed 
it  will  be  a 600-seater  . . . Glenn  Harper 
of  the  Corona  and  Fontana  theatres  is 
taking  himself  to  Honolulu,  come  Novem- 
ber 29,  for  a month’s  holiday  . . . After 
a two-week  holiday  here,  Leon  Leonidoff, 
vice-president  and  director  of  production 
for  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  has  re- 
turned to  New  York  . . . Mike  Levinson 
has  acquired  distribution  rights  to  “Reefer 
Madness”  for  this  territory. 

Stan  Pariseau  has  his  secretary  at  Altec 
Service,  Mary  Ross,  to  thank  for  the  fact 
he’s  still  among  the  living.  Branch  Mana- 
ger Pariseau  was  all  set  to  take  the  plane 
which  crashed  just  outside  Salt  Lake  City 
a few  days  ago,  killing  all  its  occupants, 
but  Mary,  for  some  reason  or  another, 
switched  his  reservations  to  an  earlier 
plane  . . . Mrs.  Gordon  Wilson  presented 
her  husband,  M-G-M  booker,  with  a 10- 
pound  baby  girl,  born  November  12  at 
Methodist  Hospital. 

Seven-year-old  Charles  Lamont  jr.,  son 
of  the  Altec  Service  engineer,  is  at  the 
Alhambra  Hospital  recuperating  from  an 
injured  arm  . . . On  the  Row:  Harvey 
Levinson  of  the  Cozy  Theatre,  and  Ben 
Bronstein,  head  man  at  the  Bronstein 
circuit  . . . Justin  La  Fonte  of  the  Forum 
in  Barstow  checked  in  sporting  a new 
pair  of  gold  wings.  He  has  successfully 
passed  his  pilot’s  license  examination  given 
by  the  department  of  commerce. 

Billy  Sobelman  of  the  Victor  again  gave 
the  gang  along  the  Row  a rare  bit  of  en- 
tertainment. After  an  absence  of  more 
than  four  months,  he  made  a return  ap- 
pearance with  his  one-man-band  setup  . . . 
Doris  Randall,  secretary  to  Ralph  Car- 
michael— office  manager  at  M-G-M — is  at 
home  recovering  from  a run-down  con- 
dition . . . Jimmy  Edwards  is  planning 
to  open  his  new  El  Sereno  in  El  Sereno 
around  Thanksgiving  . . . Booking:  Joe 
Sloate  of  the  Maynard;  Jack  Zamsky, 
operator  of  the  Vernon,  and  Dave  Rector, 
of  the  Ebell,  Long  Beach. 

Lou  Rosen,  Beau  Brummel  of  Royal 
Amusements  Co.,  dropped  in  for  a visit 
with  Hy  Peskay  at  Majestic  . . . Harry 
Stern  of  Film  Alliance  has  acquired 
“False  Rapture,”  British-made  film 
starring  Otto  Kruger,  and  is  readying  it 
for  immediate  distribution  . . . H.  C.  Mon- 
roe of  the  Ritz  in  Long  Beach  drove  in 
from  his  vacation  with  a new  car  which 
he  purchased  en  route  home  from  New 
York  . . . Harry  Sonnenshine  is  in  San 
Francisco  for  a few  days  on  Premier  Pic- 
tures business. 

Funeral  services  were  held  November  9 
at  Inglewood  Cemetery  for  Henry  R.  Lol- 
lier,  74,  who  died  at  Good  Samaritan  Hos- 
pital after  an  illness  of  several  weeks.  He 
is  the  father  of  W.  H.  (Bud)  Lollier,  Fox 
West  Coast  executive,  and  Robert  Lollier, 
employed  at  2Qth  Century-Fox  . . . Jerry 
Persell,  manager  of  Filmrow’s  Postal  Tele- 
graph office,  returned  from  a vacation 
tour  of  the  northwest — and  found,  much 
to  his  surprise,  that  the  office  had  had 
its  face  lifted  in  his  absence. 

Ben  Fish,  United  Artists  western  dis- 
trict manager,  and  A1  O’Keefe,  who  holds 
the  same  post  with  Universal,  came  in  from 
business  jaunts  to  San  Francisco  . . . Sam 
Nathanson,  sales  manager  for  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.,  is  in  from  Seattle  where 
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he  closed  a deal  for  PRC  product  with 
the  Sterling  circuit  . . . Katherine  Eisele 
of  Metro’s  accounting  department  is  back 
at  work  after  a two-week  holiday  . . . 
Booking;  George  Diamos,  Lyric  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Tucson;  Louis  Long  and  Frank 
Plumlee  of  Griffith  Theatres  in  Arizona, 
and  J.  W.  Bace,  Ford  City. 

Otto  Bolle,  managing  director  for  20th 
Century-Fox  in  South  Africa,  is  in  town 
on  his  first  visit  in  20  years.  Accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  Bolle  will  leave  for 
New  York  shortly  to  remain  until  Jan- 
uary, conferring  with  home  office  sales 
executives  . . . Charles  P.  Skouras,  Fox 
West  Coast  president,  and  W.  H.  Lollier 
have  returned  from  an  inspection  tour 
of  FWC’s  northern  California  properties. 

Jacquelyn  May  Metzger,  daughter  of  Lou 
B.  Metzger,  San  Diego  and  Pasadena  thea- 
tre operator,  and  Burton  L.  Kramer  will 
be  married  December  17.  Kramer  is  a 
film  editor  at  Columbia  studios  . . . Dick 
Dickson  has  returned  to  his  Fox  West  Coast 
desk,  fully  recovered  from  a recent  op- 
eration. 


Ted  Hathaway 

Los  Angeles — Complications  following 
an  operation  at  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hos- 
pital caused  the  death  November  12  of 
Ted  Hathaway,  30,  manager  of  Fox  West 
Coast’s  Apollo.  Hathaway,  with  FWC  for 
10  years,  is  survived  by  his  widow  and 
mother. 


Frank  lenks  Featured 
Hollywood — Frank  Jenks  has  been 
given  a featured  role  in  20th-Fox’s  “Tall, 
Dark  and  Handsome.” 
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pox  Intermountain,  with  Rick  Ricket- 
* son  in  charge,  held  regional  managers’ 
meetings  at  Trinidad,  Colo.,  and  Poca- 
tello, Idaho  . . . Miss  Miriam  Briggs, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  P.  (Buzz) 
Briggs  (he’s  manager  of  the  State,  Den- 
ver) , and  William  Ostenberg  jr.  of  Scotts- 
bluff,  Neb.,  whose  father  owns  several  thea- 
tres in  that  vicinity,  were  married  at  St. 
Thomas  Episcopal  Church,  then  left  on 
a honeymoon  trip  to  California  via  auto. 
The  groom  is  manager  of  the  Bluffs  Thea- 
tre in  Scottsbluff,  where  the  couple  will 
make  their  home. 

J.  J.  Goodstein,  owner  of  the  Bluebird, 
Denver,  and  the  Mines,  Idaho  Springs, 
Colo.,  has  returned  from  Philadelphia 
where  he  was  called  by  the  illness  of  his 
mother  . . . Lon  T.  Fidler,  owner  of  the 
distribution  franchise  for  Monogram  in 
Denver  and  Salt  Lake,  is  in  St.  Luke’s 
Hospital.  In  the  meantime,  the  Denver 
exchange  is  being  operated  by  his  office 
manager.  Miss  Rose  Agren. 

Five  hundred  dollars  was  said  to  be  the 
loot  when  yeggs  cut  the  bottom  out  of 
the  safe  at  the  Gothic  Theatre,  Denver  . . . 
Andy  Dietz  of  the  Dietz-Caporal  Enter- 
prises, Chicago,  was  in  town  conferring 
with  Harold  Rice  of  the  Paramount  on 
a deal  to  put  Nelson’s  Encyclopedia  into 
several  Denver  houses  on  a giveaway 
basis. 

Seen  on  the  Row  arranging  dates  and 
buying  supplies  were  Sam  Cain  of  the 
Avalon,  Pueblo;  Charles  Diller  of  the  Vida, 
Cripple  Creek,  Colo.,  and  E.  J.  Touey, 
Grant,  Grant,  Neb. 
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CEATTLE  got  its  first  taste  of  snow  this 
week.  Coupled  with  cold  weather,  the 
flakes  fell  but  soon  disappeared.  It  looks 
like  winter  is  here  fairly  early  and  may 
prove  a boon  to  the  show-shops  . . . This 
part  of  the  country  made  the  headlines 
with  the  falling  of  the  Tacoma  bridge. 
The  high  wind  not  only  blew  in  Tacoma 
but  in  Seattle,  and  had  the  boys  on  the 
Row  scurrying  along.  Eddie  Walton  did 
a mile  dash  for  his  hat,  snatched  off  by 
the  gale,  and  Maury  Saffle  took  off  like 
a Boeing  bomber  when  his  fedora  went 
with  the  breeze  . . . The  defeat  of  Wash- 
ington by  Stanford  knocked  the  wind  out 
of  Huskie  fans.  Among  followers  attend- 
ing the  game  in  California  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Hamrick  and  daughter,  Bea- 
trice; Ben  Shearer;  Mrs.  George  Faltico, 
and  Mrs.  Jules  Buffano  . . . Members  of 
the  Northwest  Film  Club  spent  the  after- 
noon eating  a free  lunch  and  watched  the 
game  being  charted  by  Bjarne  Moe.  Thrill 
of  the  day  was  between  halves  when  the 
announcer  told  of  the  N.  W.  Film  Club 
gang  listening  in  and  charting. 

With  Armistice  Day  finding  Filmrow 
locked  up  tight,  many  took  out  for  a 
‘‘three  day”  holiday,  Saturday  afternoon, 
Sunday  and  Monday.  Junior  Mercy  and  his 
wife  and  family  ducked  out  to  their  ranch 
in  Yakima  while  others  got  out  to  put  heat 
in  their  summer  homes  . . . Tom  Dempsey 
a?id  Don  Hoidale  drove  out  to  the  woods 
to  spend  a couple  of  days  in  their  summer 
cabin  and  stopped  on  the  way  to  take  up 
a couple  of  bags  of  coal.  A fine  thing  . . . 
Sammy  Seigel  of  the  United  Artists  pub- 
licity staff  spent  his  holiday  working  in 
Vancouver  on  “The  Great  Dictator.”  Also, 
he  celebrated  his  birthday,  inviting  his 
many  friends  to  a dinner  at  the  Vancou- 
ver Hotel.  Another  fine  thing  . . . Eddie 
Lamb  of  RKO  got  a package  of  cheese 
from  his  brother,  Lloyd,  who  is  now  in 
Wisconsin  with  the  Hilton  Sisters.  The 
shipper  of  the  cheese  must  have  had  trou- 
ble spelling  Lamb.  On  the  package,  it  was 
from  L.  Lamp  while  the  gift  card  inside 
read  from  L.  Lamg. 

A1  Wilson  tells  that  the  Metropolitan 
will  soon  boast  of  a new  boxoffice  . . . 
Mrs.  Mary  Dell,  who  has  been  a house 
guest  at  the  Maury  Saffles,  took  a plane 
back  to  her  home  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho  . . . 
Eddie  Cruea,  booker  for  Monogram  in 
Portland,  spending  the  holidays  here  with 
Bill  Duggan,  local  branch  manager  . . . 
Roy  Brobeck  of  the  B.  F.  Shearer  com- 
pany didn’t  get  his  chance  to  chart  the 
Washington-Stanford  game  as  he  has  dur- 
ing past  seasons.  Roy  was  called  east  of 
the  mountains  and  took  along  his  wife 
who  stopped  off  at  Walla  Walla  to  visit 
her  folks  . . . Tommy  Thomas,  conductor 
of  the  “Romance  Time”  orchestra,  this 
week  transferred  his  weekly  show  from 
the  stage  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  to  that  of 
the  Paramount  . . . A1  Goldstein  left  for 
California  to  remain  for  several  weeks  . . . 
Art  and  Gladness  Gollofon  returned  from 
the  east  in  a new  car.  They  accompanied 
the  Leroy  Johnsons  as  far  as  New  York. 
The  latter  are  now  on  their  way  home 
via  California  . . . Word  from  Los  Angeles 
of  the  sudden  death  from  heart  failure  of 
Port  Major,  in  charge  of  operations  for 
Warner  theatres  on  the  coast. 

Bill  Ripley  of  Longview  and  Sid  Dean  of 
Tacoma  in  town  for  the  clearance  and  zon- 
ing meeting  of  the  Independent  Theatre 
Owners,  also  attended  by  L.  O.  Lukan  and 
Jim  Hone,  Seattle,  and  Ed  Halberg,  Port 
Angeles  . . . Ralph  Abbott  of  Jam  Handy 
here  from  Detroit  and  making  his  head- 


quarters in  the  Monogram  exehange  . . . 
Oscar  Neu,  president  and  owner  of  the 
Neu-Made  Products  of  New  York,  in  for  a 
couple  of  days  then  out  for  Portland  . . . 
Fred  Conrad  of  the  Monte  in  Montesano 
on  the  Row  for  his  first  visit  in  a long  time 
. . . Charley  and  Mrs.  Grieme  and  daugh- 
ter, Dody,  in  from  Wenatchee  for  a three- 
day  stay.  Every  exchange  on  the  Row  re- 
ceived a box  of  ayples  this  week  from 
Wenatchee,  and  they  were  marked  from 
the  Vitaphoiie  Theatre.  That’s  the  yearly 
custom  of  Charley  Grieme,  and  the  apples 
received  are  among  the  largest  grown  . . . 
Attending  a meeting  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  Film  Club  were  Frank  Christie, 
Herndon  Edmonds,  Ed  Lamb,  B.  F. 
Shearer,  Junior  Mercy,  Pete  Higgins  and 
Ed  Miller.  After  discussing  the  question 
with  Manager  Joe  Cooper,  they  decided  to 
continue  the  Monday  night  dinners  for 
the  present.  Every  Monday  is  set  aside  as 
“Club  Night”  with  members  and  their 
wives  and  friends  sitting  down  for  a din- 
ner and  chin-wag. 

Before  Charles  Laughton  left  town  after 
his  personal  appearance  at  the  Paramoimt, 
he  sent  Zella  Lamb,  who  is  in  Swedish  Hos- 
pital, a big  box  of  flowers  and  a personal 
message  of  cheer  . . . Sam  Nathanson  of 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.  has  left  for  Los 
Angeles  after  getting  everything  set  here 
. . . Richard  Bergseth,  who  operates  thea- 
tres in  Atlantic  City,  is  in  town  with  his 
wife  and  daughter  visiting  at  the  home  of 
his  father,  S.  S.  Bergseth  . . . W.  J.  Stew- 
art, exhibitor  from  Hoonah,  Alaska,  down 
for  a few  weeks  to  do  his  buying  and 
booking  . . . Fi’edi  Shartin  back  from  Minot, 
N.  D.,  where  she  was  called  by  the  illness 
of  her  mother.  The  latter  was  much  im- 
improved  when  she  left  . . . Bill  Parker  of 
the  Metro  publicity  department  wrecked 
his  new  car  and  narrowly  escaped  serious 
injury  while  driving  from  Yakima  to  Walla 
Walla  . . . A1  O’Keefe,  western  district 
manager  for  Universal,  out  for  California 
after  a few  days  here. 


Test  Run  Shows  Triple  Normal  Gross 
No  Work — No  Worry — No  Added 
Employees 

'TUCKY  STAR  NITE"* 


(Newsjjapers  Will  Accept  Yoiir  Cop.v) 
The  Greatest  Box  Office  Stimulant  of 
All  Time  — Make  Us  Prove  It  — No 
Obligation  to  You. 

’Copyrig-Iit  1938 

Address: 

ASTOR  PICTURES 

Harwood  and  Jackson  Streets, 
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Honor  a Veteran  in  Wyoming — 

A plaque,  commemorating  35  years  in  the  theatre  business  for  Tom  Berta, 
city  manager  for  Fox  Intermountain  Theatre  at  Rock  Springs,  Wyo.,  is  pre- 
sented him  at  a Lions’  Club  hmcheon  in  Rock  Springs.  In  the  picture,  left  to 
right:  Wilford  Williams,  manager  of  the  Victory  Theatre,  Kemmerer,  Wyo.; 
Tom  Berta;  Jud  Witherspoon,  representative  of  the  Lions  Club;  A.  D.  Eichen- 
laub,  manager  of  the  Strand,  Rawlins,  Wyo.,  and  Rudolph  Anselmi,  Wyoming 
state  senator.  The  presentation  was  made  at  the  end  of  “Tom  Berta  Week,” 
participated  m by  all  theatres  in  the  northern  district.  Congratulations  were 
received  from  Spyros  Skouras,  head  of  National  Theatres;  Rick  Ricketson, 
manager  of  the  Fox  Intermountain  division,  and  Ray  Davis,  manager  of  the 
district. 


TWO  BIG  openings  on  Market  Street  this 
week.  On  Tuesday,  United  Artists 
brought  forth  “The  Great  Dictator”  and 
gave  it  a typical  Hollwood  opening  with 
kleig  lights  and  plenty  of  ballyhoo.  It 
had  a good  first  night  with  local  celeb- 
rities turning  out  in  droves.  Film  is  set 
for  an  indefinite  run  and  prices  are  up 
from  40  to  75c  before  5 p.  m.  and  from 
55  to  $1.10  in  the  evening  . . . The  other 
event  of  the  week  was  the  world  premiere 
of  “The  Letter,”  held  on  Thursday  at  the 
Fox.  Marty  Weiser  came  up  from  Holly- 
wood to  conduct  a whirlwind  campaign 
for  the  Warner  film.  As  the  picture  was 
booked  only  six  days  in  advance,  it  was 
a problem  to  crowd  publicity  into  the 
papers  and  around  the  city.  A direct  mail 
campaign  was  utilized  together  with  a tie- 
up  with  several  department  stores. 

Ground  breaking  ceremonies  were  held 
Thursday  for  the  new  $1,150,000  National 
Broadcasting  Co.  structure  here.  It  will 
be  the  last  word  in  studio  buildings,  four 
stories  high,  almost  entirely  without  win- 
dows and  will  require  10  months  to  com- 
plete . . . Paulette  Goddard  brought  the 
crowds  into  the  Civic  Auditorium  for  the 
opening  of  the  S.  F.  Examiner  ski  school 
. . . Pete  McDermott  has  resigned  as  ship- 
per at  Columbia  to  join  the  air  corps  . . . 
Dave  Nathanson  is  on  a selling  tour  which 
will  end  in  Los  Angeles. 

Helen  Morgan,  singer  of  sad  songs,  has 
been  seriously  ill  in  an  Oakland  hospital 
with  a respiratory  ailment.  The  songstress 
came  to  the  Bay  area  for  a month’s  en- 
gagement at  El  Rancho.  She  made  only 
one  appearance  before  entering  the  hos- 
pital . . . Mike  Naify  obtained  a new 
son-in-law  when  his  daughter.  Georgette, 
was  married  last  Sunday  . . . Jim  Riley  has 
been  absent  from  his  Pacific  Coast  Supply 
office  because  of  a wrist  afflicted  with 
arthritis. 

Lee  Tracy  brought  a hit  play  to  the 
Gearyl  on  Monday.  The  critics  were  unan- 
imous in  their  praise  of  the  play,  the  star, 
the  cast,  and  the  sets.  After  two  weeks 
here,  the  troupe  takes  “Every  Mari  for 
Himself”  eastward  . . . Mickey  Rooney 
was  in  the  Bay  area  on  a pleasure  trip 
. . . Will  Rock,  who  took  over  the  late 
Howard  Thurston’s  “Mysteries  of  India” 
show,  needed  all  the  magic  at  his  com- 
mand to  get  his  six  tons  of  parapher7ialia 
to  the  Golden  Gate  where  he  was  scheduled 
to  open.  His  truck,  carrying  all  the  show’s 
equipment,  left  the  road  near  Fresno,  caus- 
ing the  magician  to  miss  the  first  two 
performances. 

“Conquests  of  Peter  the  Great,”  second 
in  the  Soviet  film  trilogy  on  the  career 
of  the  Russian  Czar,  was  shown  at  the 
Tivoli  under  auspices  of  the  American 
Russian  Institute  . . . Rose  Bruce,  Colum- 
bia inspectress,  has  been  on  the  sick  list 
. . . Visitors  from  Hollywood  included 
Charles  Skouras  and  Mike  Rosenberg.  Both 
planed  in,  but  not  together  . . . Cornelia 
Otis  Skinner  will  open  a one-week  en- 
gagement at  the  Curran  on  the  18th.  She 
will  present  three  of  her  successes. 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
1964  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 

LOS  ANGELES 
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SNOWSTORM  of  major  proportions 
surprised  folks  in  this  region  during 
the  week,  when  winter  struck  an  early 
and  unexpected  blow  . . . Salt  Lake  City’s 
building  activity  passed  the  $5,000,000 
mark  in  October,  denoting  the  first  “Five 
Million  Dollar  year”  since  the  boom  days 
of  1929,  and  signaling  the  emerging  of 
construction  from  the  depths  of  the  de- 
pression years  . . . Retail  sales  in  Utah 
registered  a 3.3  per  cent  gain  in  September 
as  compared  with  August,  according  to  the 
commerce  department  here. 

Manager  Sam  Gardner,  back  from 
Idaho,  and  leaving  for  Montana,  reports 
that  busiriess  seems  to  be  getting  better 
throughout  the  territory.  M-G-M’s  “Es- 
cape” opens  at  the  Centre  in  Salt  Lake 
Thanksgiving  Day,  Gardner  reports. 

An  initiative  measure  proposing  to  legal- 
ize gambling  in  Arizona  appeared  this 
week  to  have  been  overwhelmingly  re- 
jected in  the  election. 

As  a special  feature  of  the  new  program 
opening  this  week  at  the  Utah,  Manager 
Pincus  annowices  the  showing  of  a single- 
reeler,  “London  Can  Take  It.”  The  entire 
film  rental  proceeds  on  the  subject  will  be 
donated  by  Warner  Bros,  to  the  British 
war  relief  fund.  The  picture  depicts  a day 
and  a night  in  bomb-torn  London — the 
unassuming  heroism  of  the  people’s  army 
ivhose  “front”  shifts  hourly. 

Bob  Hill,  district  supervisor  over  Salt 
Lake  and  Denver  regions,  is  here  from 
Denver,  conferring  with  Branch  Manager 
Bill  Seib  of  the  local  exchange,  currently, 
for  a few  days.  The  local  branch  as  well 
as  throughout  the  western  offices  are  get- 
ting ready  to  attend  the  western  district 
meeting  of  sales  managers  and  salesmen 
to  be  held  on  the  coast  November  23-24. 
Six  western  offices  will  be  represented. 

A sound  motio7i  picture  on  sales  meth- 
ods was  shou  7i  at  a weekly  rneeting  in  Salt 
Lake  of  the  Salt  Lake  Advertising  Club,  at 
the  Hotel  Utah  a few  days  ago. 


IILAIKIE 

Grade  Fields,  outstanding  British 
comedienne  and  singer,  will  appear  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  December  4,  in  a special  enter- 
tainment program  for  the  benefit  of  vic- 
tims of  air  raids  on  England,  it  was  an- 
nounced here  by  members  of  the  British 
War  Relief,  Inc.,  and  the  English  speaking 
union. 

Tallulah  Ba7ikhead  will  be  on  the  stage 
of  the  Utah  Theatre,  Saturday,  November 
30,  in  “The  Little  Foxes.” 

“Knute  Rockne — All  American”  is  hold- 
ing over  for  the  second  week  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  having  been  transferred  to  the  Studio 
from  the  Utah  . . . “North  West  Mounted 
Police,”  Paramount’s  latest  Technicolor 
picture,  is  also  a hold  over  here  currently, 
remaining  at  the  Centre  for  the  second 
week. 

The  Paramount,  operated  under  the  di- 
recti07i  of  Nor7nan  Sprowl,  is  reportedly 
to  close  November  23  for  alterations. 


Denver  Screen  Club  Starts 
Busy  Winter  Schedule 

Denver — The  Rocky  Mountain  Screen 
Club  inaugurated  its  winter  season  of  ac- 
tivities with  an  election  day  party  on  the 
evening  of  November  5 followed  the  next 
day  by  a bridge  tournament  conducted  by 
the  ladies  of  the  organization.  Proceeds 
of  the  tournament  will  be  used  toward  the 
support  of  the  three  orphans  for  whom 
the  ladies  have  been  providing  during  the 
past  several  years. 

On  the  evening  of  November  22  a 
Thanksgiving  Festival  will  be  held  in  the 
club  rooms. 

On  December  12  a Wild  Game  Dinner 
for  members  and  invited  guests  will  be 
served  followed  by  dancing. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  a benefit  mid- 
night show  on  December  14.  Proceeds  will 
help  swell  the  charity  fund  of  the  club  and 
enable  the  welfare  committee  to  carry  out 
a busy  Christmas  schedule. 


38 


BOXOFFICE  ;;  November  16,  1940 


(t  ■ 


Indiana  ATO's  14th  Annual 
Convention  Plans  Readied 


Patrons  Put  Out 
Fire  in  Sheridan 

Sheridan,  Ind. — Several  hundred  per- 
sons were  routed  from  the  Hippodrome 
Theatre  here  last  Sunday  night  when  fire 
started  in  the  second-floor  office.  Flames 
were  extinguished  with  chemicals  ap- 
plied by  men  and  boys  in  the  audience 
before  the  arrival  of  the  fire  department. 
A defective  electric  switch  was  blamed. 
The  theatre  is  operated  by  Mrs.  Hilda  P. 
Long. 

The  loss  to  the  theatre  was  estimated 
at  $200.  The  show  was  resumed  after 
the  theatre  was  cleared  of  smoke. 

VS 

"Screeno"  Returning, 
111.  Allied  Informed 


Chicago — At  a meeting  of  Illinois  Allied, 
held  in  the  offices  of  Jack  Kirsch,  presi- 
dent, association  members  were  notified 
that  “Screeno,”  long  banned  in  Chicago, 
would  be  shown  again  starting  November 
18.  Some  35  or  40  houses  were  expected 
to  start  the  game  the  first  week. 

It  was  also  decided  at  the  meeting  that 
no  delegation  from  Illinois  Allied  will  be 
sent  to  the  consent  decree  hearings  in  the 
east  unless  President  Myers  deems  it  nec- 
essary. Kirsch  announced  at  the  meeting 
that  a new  contract  had  been  signed  with 
the  operators’  union  with  no  changes  in- 
volved in  the  new  agreement. 

Reporting  on  the  film  industry’s  part 
of  the  Chicago  Community  Fund,  Kirsch 
announced  that  the  amusement  division 
had,  to  date,  subscribed  $15,000 — 61  per 
cent  of  its  quota.  The  $25,000  quota  is 
expected  to  be  reached  before  the  con- 
clusion of  the  drive  on  December  1. 

Following  the  meeting,  Kirsch  told  Box- 
office  that  reports  that  he  was  contem- 
plating running  for  National  President  of 
Allied  were  without  foundation.  He  said 
that,  to  date,  he  has  given  “no  thought 
to  the  matter — one  way  or  the  other.” 


Plan  LaGrange  House 

LaGrange,  Ind. — Mrs.  Florence  Wigton, 
operator  of  the  Wigton  Theatre,  expects 
to  start  construction  on  a new  400-seat 
house  in  LaGrange  about  the  first  of  the 
year.  John  Schwin,  who  has  been  man- 
aging the  Wigton  for  several  years,  will 
head  the  new  house. 


Joseph  /.  Krause 

Milwaukee — Joseph  J.  Krause,  50,  for 
many  years  manager  of  the  old  Empress 
and  Gayety  theatres  here,  died  last  week. 
He  was  associated  with  the  local  theatres 
for  some  25  years,  but  in  recent  years  had 
been  engaged  in  selling  advertising.  He 
is  survived  by  a daughter,  twin  sons,  two 
sisters  and  two  brothers. 


Pasmezoglu  Dies  on  Coast 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  were  held 
in  Los  Angeles,  November  5,  for  Hector 
M.  E.  Pasmezoglu,  Greek  consul  in  St. 
Louis  from  1904  to  1933  and  former  owner 
of  the  Delmar,  Criterion  and  Congress 
theatres  here. 


Xmas  Basket  Parly 
Plans  Formulating 


Chicago — Plans  for  Chicago’s  sixth  an- 
nual Movie  Christmas  party  were  launched 
Tuesday,  November  12,  at  a meeting  held 
in  the  offices  of  Morris  G.  Leonard,  presi- 
dent of  the  Exhibitors  Association  of  Chi- 
cago. Leonard  and  Jack  Kirsch,  Illinois 
Allied  president,  are  co-chairmen  of  the 
Christmas  basket  party.  This  year’s  affair 
will  be  held  Monday,  December  23. 

The  following  committees  were  appoint- 
ed to  handle  publicity  in  connection  with 
the  affair;  Trailers — W.  K.  Hollander; 
Preparation  and  placement  of  newspaper 
stories — Dorothy  Deere,  Eddie  Seguin,  Ar- 
chie Herzoff,  Jimmie  Savage  and  Jack 
Garber;  Newspaper  ads — Larry  Stein; 
Newspaper  editorials — W.  K.  Hollander, 
Herb  Elisberg  and  Larry  Stein;  Radio  an- 
nouncements— Hal  Tate,  with  Norman 
Kassel  handling  foreign  language  pro- 
grams; Foreign  language  papers — Norman 
Kassel;  Community  newspapers — Ted  Mor- 
ris and  C.  E.  Dennison;  Chain  grocery 
store  tieups — C.  E.  Dennison;  Transporta- 
tion— Joe  McKeown,  Lou  Abramson  and 
Irving  Yergin;  Mayor’s  Proclamation — 
Jack  Kirsch;  Bill  posting- — W.  R.  Hollan- 
der and  Larry  Stein;  Union  participation — 
Jack  Kirsch;  Sup’t  of  Schools — Irving  Yer- 
gin; Kiddie  Clubs — Henry  Markbreit; 
Printing  of  stationery- — Lou  Abramson; 
Photos  of  Stars — W.  K.  Hollander;  Trade 
Paper  publicity — Hal  Tate  and  Irving  Yer- 
gin. 


Hold  Priscilla  Lane 

Hollywood — Priscilla  Lane  has  been  set 
for  another  term  at  Warner  Bros. 


Indianapolis  — The  lineup  of  speakers, 
exhibits  and  entertainment  is  virtually 
complete  for  the  14th  annual  convention 
ana  trade  show  of  the  Asseciated  Theatre 
Owners  of  Indiana,  which  will  be  held  at 
the  Antlers  Hotel  here  Monday  and  'Tues- 
day, November  25-26.  All  exhibitors,  mem- 
bers and  non-members  alike,  are  invited  to 
attend  the  business  sessions. 

Included  on  the  speakers’  roster  is  Abram 
F.  Myers,  general  counsel  of  National  Al- 
lied, who  will  present  various  phases  of 
the  consent  decree,  with  particular  stress 
on  the  blocks  of  five  selling  plan  and  the 
arbitration  setup;  Sidney  Samuelson  of 
Philadelphia,  chairman  of  the  AID  com- 
mittee, who  will  report  on  the  second 
national  film  survey;  Troy  G.  Thurston, 
president  of  the  Indiana  Ass'n  of  Certified 
Public  Accounts,  who  will  answer  questions 
on  the  new  federal  tax  laws,  including 
the  excess  profits  tax  and  its  application 
to  theatres.  H.  M.  Richey,  in  charge  of 
exhibitor  relations  for  Metro,  too,  will  at- 
tend. 

Fun  and  Prizes 

In  the  way  of  entertainment,  on  Mon- 
day night  there  will  be  a dance  and  floor 
show  and  a special  attraction  in  the  form 
of  a Movie  Cartoon  Quiz  with  cash  prizes. 

On  Tuesday  night  the  convention  will 
close  with  a trade  banquet  at  which  a 
featurette,  produced  in  Indiana  by  the 
Rembusch  Productions  and  starring  many 
well  known  Indiana  exhibitors,  will  be 
premiered. 

Manufacturers  who  have  taken  exhibit 
space  include  RCA,  Burch  Mfg.  Co., 
Kroehler  Mfg.  Co.,  American  Seating,  Con- 
fection Cabinet  Corp.,  Indiana  Theatre 
Equipment  Corp.,  M-G-M  and  others. 

On  the  convention  committee  handling 
arrangements  are  Marc  J.  Wolf,  chairman; 
Trueman  Rembusch,  Ernest  L.  Miller,  Roy 
E.  Harrold  and  Don  R.  Rossiter. 


A Train-Stop  in  Racine — 

Film  Stars  Robert  Preston,  Lynne  Overman,  and  Preston  Foster  were  in  a 
jovial  mood  when  they  stowed  for  15  minutes  in  Racine,  Wis.,  recently,  en 
route  to  Milwaukee  for  personal  appearances  at  two  theatres.  Welcoming 
them  at  the  station,  where  several  thousand  people  congregated,  were  Miss 
Dorothy  Lawton,  above,  theatre  editor  of  the  Racine  Journal-Times,  and 
two  Warner  theatre  managers,  Marcel  Brazee  of  the  Venetian  and  Stanley 
Lambert  of  the  Rialto.  Station  WRJFI  broadcast  the  festivities  as  the  stars 
responded  to  greetings.  Miss  Lawton  remained  on  the  train  as  it  continued 
to  Milwaukee  and  took  part  in  the  program  there. 
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T7ISITORS:  Alex  Manta,  Ind.-Ill.  The- 
atres, Chicago:  Maurice  Rubin,  Tivoli, 
Michigan  City;  Roy  Harrold,  Princess, 
Rushville;  Joe  Schilling,  Auditorium,  Con- 
nersville;  Trueman  Rembusch,  Artcraft, 
Franklin;  H.  Lisle  Kreighbaum,  Char  Bell, 
Rochester;  Walter  F.  Easley,  Tree,  Greens- 
burg;  H.  H.  Johnson,  Madison,  Madison; 
Sam  J.  Switow,  Louisville;  W.  T.  Stude- 
baker,  Logan,  Logansport;  Sam  Neall, 
Sipe,  Kokomo;  A.  McCarty,  Roxy,  Pen- 
dleton; Douglass  Haney,  Albion,  Albion; 
George  Mailers,  Grand,  Bluffton;  E.  K. 
Crouch,  Palace,  Fairmount;  K.  E.  Maurice, 
Wabash,  Clinton;  Maurice  Reinking,  Idaho, 
Terre  Haute;  Jack  Van  Borssum,  Savoy, 
Terre  Haute;  Harold  G.  Reckley,  Chateau, 
Greencastle;  Harry  Van  Noy,  Paramount, 
Anderson;  Art  Clark,  Indiana,  Blooming- 
ton; Mrs.  Hilda  P.  Long,  Hippodrome, 
Sheridan;  Hobart  Hart,  Cort,  Auburn;  Mrs. 
Nelle  Orr,  Speedway,  Speedway  City;  A1 
Wingate,  Old  Trails,  Mickleyville;  Frank 
Walters,  Orpheum,  Hartfort  City;  Gail 
E.  Lancaster,  Huntington,  Huntington; 
Roger  Ludy,  Hines,  Portland;  Harmon  Al- 
lison, Ritz,  Mooresville;  Robert  Harned, 
State,  Milltown;  Robert  Hudson,  Tivoli, 
Richmond;  Mrs.  Ethel  Luckett,  Indiana, 
Scottsburg,:  D.  G.  Steinkamp,  English, 
English:  Abe  Kaufman,  Fountain,  Terre 
Haute;  W.  P.  McGovern,  Ritz,  Loogootee; 
Phil  Schloss,  Crystal,  Ligonier;  W.  R.  Mc- 
Cormack, Grand,  Linton;  Ferd  Nessel, 
State,  Anderson;  J.  R.  Boice,  Strand,  War- 
saw; Oscar  Fine,  Premier  Theatres,  Evans- 
ville: Max  Page,  State,  Greenfield;  Wally 
Furnas,  Browny,  Brownsburg;  J.  B.  Sconce, 
Playhouse.  Edinburg. 

S.  W.  Goodman,  operator  of  the  New 
Marion  Theatre,  Poseyville,  has  completed 
installation  of  new  sound  . . . Harold  Mar- 
shall, exploiteer  for  M-G-M  in  this  terri- 
tory, was  confined  to  his  home  with  a se- 
vere cold.  He  is  now  much  better  and  back 
on  the  job. 

William  Doig,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Parker  Theatre,  one  of  the  Cantor  neigh- 
borhood houses,  has  received  his  draft 
questionnaire.  However,  he  decided  to  vol- 


JOHNNY  PERKINS,  popular  comedian 
^ and  master  of  ceremonies,  is  to  head 
the  stage  show  at  Fanchon  & Marco’s  Fox 
Theatre,  the  week  of  November  15  . . . 
“Pastor  Hall”  opens  a week’s  engagement 
at  the  Hollywood  . . . Charlie  Chaplin’s 
“The  Great  Dictator”  has  gone  into  its 
second  week  at  Loew’s. 

A search  for  amateur  talent  is  under 
way  in  Greater  St.  Louis  to  select  a whi- 
ner to  appear  with  Major  Bowes’  “Talent 
Parade”  at  Fox,  November  22  ..  . Contest- 
ants must  be  at  least  16  years  old,  and  the 
act  may  be  a single,  duo  or  group.  Audi- 
tions were  held  at  the  St.  Louis  Theatre 
starting  at  10  a.  m.,  Monday,  November  11. 

Advices  from  Hollywood  are  that  Joe 
Hartenbach,  St.  Louis  University  product, 
is  going  along  in  great  shape  in  his  screen 
work.  His  new  screen  name  is  Don  Hart. 


Assign  Schunzel 

Hollywood — Reinhold  Schunzel  has 
been  assigned  to  direct  “New  Wine”  for 
Alexander  Korda. 


unteer  for  the  marines.  Joe  Cantor,  head 
of  the  circuit,  has  assured  him  of  his 
position  when  he  returns. 

J.  V allin,  home  office  auditor  for  War- 
ner, is  checking  the  local  branch  . . . 
Woodrow  Proffen  has  acquired  the  Star 
at  Fort  Lranch,  Ind.,  from  Ray  C.  Thomas 
. . . Thomas  McCleaster,  salesman  at  Fox, 
and  Jack  Dowd,  booker  at  Warner  Bros., 
received  their  draft  questionnaires  last 
week  . . . Foster  Gauker,  office  manager 
at  M-G-M,  was  host  to  the  Indianapolis 
Bookers’  Club  last  Friday  night  with  Abe 
Baker  of  Columbia  booking  desk  furnish- 
ing the  entertainment. 

Guy  Craig,,  manager  at  Columbia,  and 
his  sales  staff  have  returned  from  a 
meeting  held  in  Chicago  last  week  . . . 
Jeanette  MacDonald  will  appear  in  person 
cn  Tuesday,  November  19,  at  the  Ball  State 
Teachers  College  gym  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Muncie’s  Business 
and  Progressional  Women’s  Club. 

H.  M.  Richey,  chief  of  exhibitor  relations 
for  M-G-M,  is  scheduled  to  be  in  Indian- 
apolis November  26  to  attend  the  ATOI 
convention  trade  banquet  . . . Abram  F. 
Myers,  National  Allied  general  counsel, 
ivill  be  one  of  the  principal  speakers  at  the 
business  session  of  the  ATOI  convention, 
as  will  Sidney  E.  Samuelson  of  Philadel- 
phia, chairmaii  of  AID. 

Forest  Quinn,  manager  of  Carl  Niesse’s 
Vogue,  is  back  on  the  job  after  his  Florida 
vacation  . . . Claude  Allison,  manager  of 
Olson’s  Strand,  is  at  it  again.  This  time 
a patrons  poll  of  the  10  best  pictures  will 
take  place.  Ballots  will  be  available  in 
the  lobby  on  which  to  cast  votes  on  the 
picture  they  would  like  to  see  again  or  per- 
haps something  they  missed.  The  six  pic- 
tures receiving  the  most  votes  will  be 
shown  at  the  Strand,  two  each  night  for 
three  nights,  December  9,  10  and  11. 

Monarch  Theatre  Corp.  and  ith  Ave. 
Amusement  Co.,  operating  the  Circle  and 
Indiana  theatres  under  the  company  name 
of  Greater  Indianapolis  Amusemeyit  Co., 
are  installing  RCA  sound  in  both  houses 
. . . Indianapolis  exhibitors  who  recently 
signed  for  RCA  service  are  Charles  Tamler, 
Garfield;  Nathan  Tamler,  Oliver,  and  Irv- 
ing Tamler  at  the  Tuxedo. 


Fox  Wisconsin  Managers 
Hold  Session  in  Wausau 

Wausau,  Wis. — About  30  managers  of 
Fox  houses  in  Wisconsin  and  upper  Mich- 
igan held  a two-day  business  session  at 
the  Hotel  Wausau  last  week. 

Among  those  attending  the  meetings 
were  H.  J.  Fitzgerald,  general  manager  of 
the  circuit:  William  B.  Geehan  and  Henry 
Toilette,  supervisors,  all  of  Milwaukee. 
Local  arrangements  were  in  the  hands  of 
Lawrence  Beltz,  manager  of  the  Grand 
Theatre. 

Variety  Club  Stag  Party 
Honors  Marc  J.  Wolf 

Indianapolis — Variety  Club  members  and 
their  guests  paid  tribute  to  Marc  J.  Wolf, 
three-time  president  of  the  club  (not  con- 
secutively) with  a stag  party  in  his  honor 
Monday  night  at  the  club  headquarters  in 
the  Lyric  Theatre  Bldg.  A floor  show  and 
other  surprises  were  presented.  The  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  affair  included  Ken 
Collins,  newly  elected  chief  barker,  Carl 
Niesse,  Curtis  Butler,  Claude  McKean  and 
Irving  Fendrick. 


A Trio  of  Managers — 

At  a private  screening  in  Milwaukee 
of  “Knute  Rockne — All  American”  for 
Green  Bay  Packers,  are  Jack  Keegan, 
Warner  Theatres  district  manager; 
Curly  Lambeau,  coach  and  manager  of 
Green  Bay  Packers,  and  Harry  Mac- 
Donald, manager  of  the  Warner  Thea- 
tre, Milwaukee. 


20th-Fox,  Nat'l  Screen 
Tied  for  Bowling  Lead 

Chicago — By  taking  all  three  games 
from  Universal,  while  National  Screen  lost 
two  out  of  three  to  Film  Truck,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox went  into  a first  place  tie  with 
National  Screen  in  the  Chicago  Motion 
Picture  Bowling  League.  Metro  took  two 
out  of  three  from  Republic  while  United 
Artists  won  two  of  three  from  Paramount. 
The  standings: 


Team — 

A\on 

Tost 

2()th  Centiiry-Fo.v 

14 

10 

National  Screen  

14 

10 

Paramount  • . . 

13 

11 

Metro  

12 

12 

United  Artists  

12 

12 

Film  Chanffenrs  

12 

I'niversal 

14 

Uei>ui»Uc 

15 

Chicago — The  Avalon 

boys  went 

into 

first  place  in  the  ninth  week  of  the  War- 
ner Bros.  Bowling  League.  The  Yannigans 
are  in  second  while  the  Capitol  team  is  in 
third.  Three  leading  scorers  to  date  are: 
Ayers  with  a 186.8  average;  T.  Turrell  with 
a 178.18  average,  and  Jones  with  a 177.3 
average.  The  standings: 


Team — 

Won 

Lost 

Avalon  

9 

Yanniffans  ...... 

10 

Capitol 

11 

Avalon  Cubs  

12 

Grove  

12 

Hammond  

..........  15 

12 

1,000  Poumler.s  

12 

Beverly  

15 

12 

OgUen  . . 

14 

13 

Stratford  

14 

Co.smo  

14 

9 

18 

Jefferv  

« 

19 

Five  Stars  

21 

Morin  in  Fowler 

Fowler,  Ind. — Paul  Morin,  owner  of  the 
property  of  the  Dreamland  Theatre  here, 
has  opened  the  house  and  will  operate  it 
personally.  The  theatre  has  been  remod- 
eled and  redecorated.  The  house,  formerly 
operated  by  Dick  Vlastos,  who  also  has 
the  new  Fowler  Theatre,  has  been  closed 
since  June. 
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pRANK  E.  MAGES,  28-year-old  .saxo- 
phone player  at  the  Gem  Theatre,  had 
the  first  draft  number — 158  . . . Carl 
Detzer  of  Reader’s  Digest  in  town  get- 
ting material  for  story  on  premieres  . . . 
Clyde  Eckhardt  reports  that  “Mark  of 
Zorro”  will  open  the  22nd  at  the  Chicago. 

Phyllis  Smetana  has  redecorated  offices 
at  her  ABC  printing  firm  . . . Riid  Loh- 
renz,  midwest  district  sales  manager,  is 
back  after  a Warner  district  managers’ 
conference  in  New  York  . . . Jay  Fagan, 
one-time  manager  of  the  B&K  Regal,  is 
now  next  door  managing  the  colored  Sa- 
voy Ballroom  . . . Ray  Hunt,  picture  edi- 
tor of  the  Times,  was  guest  speaker  at 
Northwestern  University  Press  Club  last 
Sunday. 

Warner  notes:  Harry  Corbett  of  the 
Beverly  staff,  a recent  bridegroom,  received 
an  electric  mantle  clock  from  fellow- 
workers  . . . Alice  Nortman  Newman,  for- 
merly in  the  office,  gave  birth  to  a nine- 
pound,  three-ounce  boy  recently. 

Marce  Brazee’s  draft  number  was  among 
the  first  25  chosen.  Chief  of  Service  Nich- 
ols of  the  Orpheum,  Hammond,  also  has 
one  of  the  first  numbers.  John  Collopey, 
chief  of  service  at  the  Rhodes,  beat  the 
gun  by  enlisting  in  the  Navy  for  a year 
. . . Monday  night  will  be  “Turkey  Night” 
for  the  bowlers. 

M-G-M,  RKO  and  Paramount  exchanges 
were  closed  all  day  Armistice  Day.  Colum- 
bia, Warner,  United  Artists,  Universal  and 
20th  Century-Fox  closed  at  one.  B&K 
closed  offices  at  three  . . . Dave  Lipton 
saw  his  old  boss.  Bill  Hollander,  before 
returning  to  Hollywood  from  New  York. 
Lipton,  who  will  be  Columbia’s  new  pub- 
licity director  January  2,  started  in  pub- 
licity here  in  Chicago  and  at  one  time 
handled  the  Chicago  Theatre. 

Warner  Talk'.  Andy  Kenney  expects  to 
join  the  “Proud  Papa”  club  about  March 
1 . . . George  McCall  unit  played  the 
Paramount,  Haynmond,  November  10  . . . 
“Tobacco  Road,”  which  was  banyied  here 
by  Mayor  Kelly,  is  playing  at  the  Para- 
mount, Hammond,  November  17  through 
19  . . . Frank  Williams  back  at  his  desk 
after  recent  accident. 

Apollo  returned  to  regular  run  policy 
following  two  weeks  of  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator” at  two-a-day.  Chaplin  film  doing 
swell  business  at  the  Roosevelt  on  contin- 
uous basis  . . . Pilmack  Employes  Club  held 
a dance  at  the  Hamilton  Club  . . . Rhodes 
is  celebrating  anniversary  this  week.  House 
has  star’s  foot-prints  in  concrete  in  the 
lobby  a la  Grauman’s  Chinese  . . . Through 
town  via  Santa  Pe  Chief  were  silent  film 
star  William  S.  Hart  and  Lily  Pons. 

Many  theatres  running  special  “Plea 
for  National  Unity”  trailers  following 
Roosevelt’s  election.  Telenews,  in  its  “But- 
ton poll,”  came  pretty  close  to  forecasting 
actual  election  results. 

The  Filmrow  “Bum”  who  was  prac- 
tically supported  by  the  generous  hand- 
outs of  Johnny  Mednikow,  now  walks 
along  forlornly  since  his  “sponsor”  is  in 
Milwaukee  . . . Mr.  Cohen,  office  manager 
of  National  Screen,  has  gone  to  the  New 
York  office  for  a few  weeks  to  set  up 
“office  system”  there. 

John  Smith,  business  agent  for  the  op- 
erators’ union,  planning  a vacation  trip 
to  Hot  Springs  . . . Norma  Shearer  was 
through  town  on  her  way  east  . . . Joe 
Glaston  in  town  at  the  Sherman  doing 


advance  work  for  Abbott  & Costello  who 
are  making  personal  appearance  at  the 
Chicago  Theatre. 

“North  West  Mounted  Police,”  in  its 
third  loop  week  at  the  Garrick,  did  21/2 
times  the  normal  business  of  the  house. 
Picture  will  probably  stay  three  weeks  at 
the  Garrick  before  starting  run  at  Up- 
town, Tivoli  and  Marbro  . . . RKO  and 
Republic  may  join  forces  and  move  into 
a new  building  at  13th  and  Wabash  next 
March  . . . 24th  annual  theatrical  ball 
and  stage  show  will  be  held  at  the  Aragon 
Ballroom  Monday  night,  February  21.  'The 
atfair  is  under  the  auspices  of  Chicago 
Theatrical  Protective  Union,  Local  No.  2, 
lATSE,  affiliated  with  the  APL. 

Latest  theatre  to  join  Allied  is  the  New 
Rex,  operated  by  Jim  Chrissis.  Makes 
about  170  theatres  that  are  now  Illinois 
Allied  members  . . . Don  Rose,  former 
Times  photographer,  and  now  on  Life 
staff,  took  pictures  of  Christmas  Basket 
Party  meeting  which  will  appear  in  next 
issue  of  Boxoffice  . . . Carl  Krueger  has 
resigned  as  district  advertising  manager 
for  Paramount.  Carl  and  frau  motored  to 
Hollywood  where  he  is  expected  to  join 
the  west  coast  publicity  staff  of  a major 
studio  . . . Marty  Lewis,  associate  editor 
of  Movie  and  Radio  Guide,  may  visit  Hol- 
lywood studios  shortly  . . . Hal  Tate,  cen- 
tral editor  of  Boxoffice,  gave  away  free 
sample  copies  of  Movie  and  Radio  Guide 
on  his  WAAF  “Movie  Tattler”  program  re- 
cently. Shoio  is  broadcast  Sundays,  1 p.  m. 

Republic  Pictures  Corp.  will  hold  a quar- 
terly regional  sales  meeting  for  the  midwest 
in  Chicago  on  Tuesday,  November  19.  Her- 
bert J.  Yates,  president  of  Consolidated 
Film  Industries,  and  James  R.  Grainger, 
president  of  Republic,  will  head  the  home 
office  executives  attending  . . . John  Bala- 
ban  left  for  Hollywood  following  a two- 
day  Paramount  meeting  at  the  Drake  Ho- 
tel. 

H.  Meininger,  manager  of  the  B&K  Ber- 
gen Theatre,  has  resigned  to  operate  a 
night  club  in  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.  . . . Local 
exhibitors  happy  to  hear  that  Kay  Feltus, 
daughter  of  Ray  J.  Feltus,  forrner  Bloom- 
ington, Ind.,  theatre  executive,  is  now  the 
bride  of  screen  actor  Bob  Preston.  Mrs. 
Preston  is  Catherine  Craig  in  films. 

Mr.  O’Brien,  booker  at  RKO,  is  assisting 
Jack  Osserman,  RKO  branch  manager,  on 
the  Red  Cross  film  drive.  All  exhibitors 
cooperating  100  per  cent,  according  to 
Osserman,  who  is  district  co-ordinator. 
Houses  are  playing  special  Deanna  Dur- 
bin Red  Cross  trailer  the  first  week  and 
Priscilla  Lane  trailer  the  second  week  of 
drive  . . . Boys  on  Filmrow  discussing 
Copyright  Protection  Bureau’s  drive  on 
“bootleggers  of  prints”  . . . Leo  Spitz,  for- 
mer RKO  president,  now  head  of  Spitz  & 
Adcock  law  firm,  left  for  Hollywood  on 
business. 

Gloria  Jean  in  towii  this  week  to  make 
personal  appearances  in  connection  with 
the  showing  of  “A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven” 
at  the  Palace  . . . Louella  Parsons’  troupe, 
which  played  the  Chicago  Theatre  last 
week,  were  honored  guests  at  Chicago 
Federated  Advertising  Club  luncheon.  Ilona 
Massey,  Binnie  Barnes  and  Brenda  Joyce 
of  the  Parsons  troupe,  together  with  Mir- 
iam Hopkins,  starred  in  WGN-Mutual 
“movie  night”  show  last  week. 

“London  Can  Take  It,”  Warner  news- 
short  featuring  commentary  by  Quentin 


Reynolds,  is  having  first  Chicago  show- 
ings at  the  Palace,  Chicago  and  McVick- 
ers  . . . Monroe  Rubinger  plans  to  attend 
the  world  premiere  of  “Santa  Fe”  in 
Santa  Pe  next  month  and  then  visit  the 
Warner  studios  for  a few  weeks  . . . Mid- 
western premiere  of  Mills  Novelty  Com- 
pany’s “Panorams”  and  “Soundies”  will 
take  place  in  Chicago  in  January  during 
the  Coin  Machine  convention  . . . Mrs. 
Richard  W.  McClure,  president  of  the  Bet- 
ter Films  Council  here,  to  New  York  for  a 
few  days. 

Foreign-Language  Films 
Regain  Studio  as  Outlet 

Chicago — The  Studio  Theatre,  first-run 
loop  house,  after  months  of  indifferent 
success  with  revivals  and  low-budget  films, 
has  adopted  a foreign  language  film  pol- 
icy, although  English  pictures  will  be 
shown  there  from  time  to  time.  First 
picture  playing  at  the  Studio  under  the 
new  setup  is  “The  Great  Beginning,”  Rus- 
sian-made film  with  English  titles  which 
is  being  released  in  this  country  by  Art- 
kino,  successor  to  Amkino. 

“Mannerheim  Line,”  also  being  released 
in  this  country  by  Arkino,  will  have  its 
American  premiere  at  the  Studio  early  in 
December.  Scheduled  to  follow  “The  Great 
Beginning”  is  “Are  We  Civilized?,”  an 
Edwin  Carewe  production  starring  Anita 
Louise  and  William  Farnum,  which  is  be- 
ing released  here  by  Midwest  Films. 


RKO  Product  Bought  by 
Publix-Great  States 

Chicago — Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-president 
of  RKO,  announces  the  closing  of  a deal 
for  its  1940-41  features  and  shorts  with  the 
Publix-Great  States  circuit  of  63  theatres 
in  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

RKO  was  represented  by  Cresson  E. 
Smith,  western  sales  manager;  Walter 
Branson,  midwestern  district  manager,  and 
Jack  Osserman,  Chicago  branch  manager. 

Jules  Rubens  acted  for  the  Publix-Great 
States  circuit. 
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Chicago  Associales 
Honor  J.  Mednikow 


Chicago — More  than  a hundred  mem- 
bers of  Chicago’s  Filmrow  honored  John- 
ny Mednikow  at  a farewell  dinner  in  the 
Florentine  Room  of  the  Congress  Hotel 
recently.  Mednikow,  who  has  been  made 
manager  of  National  Screen’s  Milwaukee 
office,  was  presented  with  a solid  silver 
table  set.  One  of  the  most  popular  men 
along  Filmrow,  Johnny  has  been  a fix- 
ture in  Chicago’s  movie  industry  for  the 
past  30  years.  In  recent  years  he  has  been 
in  the  trailer  end  of  the  business.  He 
was  with  National  Screen  until  he  organ- 
ized his  own  firm,  Ti-ailer  Made  Service, 
rejoining  National  Screen  last  January  as 
Chicago  northside  salesman. 

Included  among  those  at  the  speaker’s 
table  who  paid  tribute  to  Johnny  were 
Morton  Van  Pi'aag,  who  flew  here  es- 
pecially for  the  dinner;  Clyde  Eckhardt, 
20th  Century-Fox  branch  manager;  Jack 
Osserman,  RKO  branch  manager;  Jack 
Kirsch,  president  of  Illinois  Allied;  Van 
Nomikos,  vice-president  of  Illinois  Allied; 
Felix  Mendelsohn,  head  of  his  own  pre- 
mium company  in  Chicago;  and  Jack  Mil- 
ler, former  head  of  the  local  exhibitors’ 
association,  and  now  part  owner  of  several 
Chicago  theatres,  who  acted  as  m.  c. 


Don  LeBrun  May  Build 

SoiTTH  Whitley,  Ind. — Don  LeBrun,  op- 
erator of  the  Kent,  is  planning  to  erect  a 
new  theatre  in  the  near  future. 
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B&K  Television  Studio 
Preparations  Advance 


Chicago — Work  at  the  B&K  television 
station  is  progressing  steadily  with  the 
television  staff  imder  the  direction  of 
Bill  Eddy,  engineer,  working  night  and 
day  in  preparation  for  the  station’s  first 
telecasts  the  first  part  of  1941.  Main 
work  is  being  done  on  antenna  construc- 
tion and  antenna  testing.  The  transmit- 
ter tower  will  be  located  on  top  of  the 
State-Lake  Theatre  building  which  is  lo- 
cated on  the  edge  of  Chicago’s  famous 
loop.  Eddy  is  back  in  town  to  supervise 
the  work,  having  returned  recently  from 
an  eastern  trip. 

The  Federal  Communications  Commis- 
sion in  Washington  recently  granted  per- 
mission for  the  station  to  change  its  call 
letters  from  W9XBE  to  W9XBK.  The 
FCC,  it  is  reported,  may  hold  television 
hearings  in  Washington  after  the  first 
of  the  year. 


Exchange  Employes  Elect 
Samuel  Lamasky  Head 

Chicago — Samuel  Lamasky  of  Columbia 
Pictures  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Film  Exchange  Union.  Other  executives 
include  Roy  Rodman,  Warner  Bros.,  vice- 
president;  Kenneth  Siem,  Columbia  Pic- 
tures, secretary  and  treasurer;  and  George 
N.  Busch,  RKO,  business  manager,  and 
James  Castel,  Monogram  Pictures,  ser- 
geant-at-arms. 

Elected  to  the  executive  board  were; 
Crist  Miller,  National  Screen  Service; 
Anna  Peterson,  M-G-M;  Estelle  Peterson, 
Paramount;  Lillian  Repke,  RKO.  Trus- 
tees elected  were:  Aaron  Cohn,  Republic; 
Dorothy  Crawford,  M-G-M,  and  Alberta 
Sebree,  Warner  Bros. 


LaCrosse  Suit  Recessed 
Over  Attorney's  Illness 

Madison,  Wis. — Federal  Judge  Patrick 
T.  Stone  recessed  the  $1,472,000  action 
of  La  Crosse  Theatre  Co.  against  Para- 
mount, United  Ai'tists,  20th  Century-Fox, 
Welworth  Tlieatre  Co.,  and  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  in  U.  S.  district  court 
here  for  an  indefinite  period  because  of 
the  sudden  illness  of  Robert  A.  Hess,  Mil- 
waukee, counsel  for  the  La  Crosse  Thea- 
tres. 

Hess  was  taken  ill  the  evening  of  the 
day  on  which  the  trial  went  into  its 
second  week,  and  was  removed  to  a local 
hospital.  First  witness  to  be  called  in  the 
action,  which  is  being  heard  before  a 
jury  of  12,  was  E.  R.  Ruben,  supervisor 
of  the  Welworth  Co. 


Wage  Hike  for  Theatre 
Janitors  in  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee — The  AFL  Building  Service 
Employes’  union  has  signed  a three-year 
contract  with  a group  of  local  theatres 
calling  for  a five  cents  an  hour  wage 
increase,  effective  immediately,  and  a 21/2 
cents  an  hour  hike  October  1,  1941,  fol- 
lowed by  a similar  increase  October  1, 
1942.  The  increase  covers  178  janitors 
in  some  60  theatres  in  the  city,  according 
to  William  Cooper,  business  agent  for  the 
union. 


“^ORTH  West  Mounted  Police”  is  being 
held  over  for  a third  week.  Originally 
playing  Fox’s  Palace  and  Wisconsin,  it 
was  held  over  at  the  former  house  for  a 
second  week,  playing  simultaneously  with 
the  Strand,  where  for  its  second  week  it 
was  dualed  with  “Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home” 
. . . The  Newsreel  Theatre,  which  has  ex- 
perienced labor  trouble  since  opening  a few 
weeks  ago,  is  dark  . . . Paulette  Langhein- 
rich,  10-year-old  daughter  of  Paul  Lang- 
heinrich  jr.,  one  of  the  operators  of  the 
Burleigh  Theatre,  cut  the  ribbon  at  the 
ceremonies  which  formally  opened  newly 
paved  and  widened  W.  Burlington  St.  from 
N.  Eighth  St.  to  N.  Teutonia  Ave. 

“The  Great  Dictator’’  opened  to  a full 
house  November  7 at  Fox’s  Palace  here,  at 
a reserved  seat  policy  of  $1.10  admissions. 
Only  opeiiing  night  was  shown  at  reserved 
seat  policy  . . . An  estimated  3,000  persons 
heard  Grace  Moore  sing  at  the  Auditorium 
here  . . . Continuing  its  policy  of  Sunday 
vaudeville  as  added  attractions  to  the  twin 
feature  programs,  Fox’s  Riviera  and  State 
presented  Max  and  His  WISH  Merry- 
makers. 

Haven  MacQuarrie,  associated  with  the 
theatre  business  for  40  years  and  now  con- 
ducting a national  radio  show,  addressed 
the  Milwaukee  junior  chamber  of  com- 
merce . . . Life  Newsreel  is  shooting  pic- 
tures in  Racine  for  showing  at  Warner’s 
Venetian  in  that  city  . . . Fox  in  Stevens 
Point  is  cooperating  with  local  merchants 
in  staging  a contest  to  discover  the  city’s 
typical  American  boy  or  girl. 

William  Charboneau  is  proceeding  with 
his  plans  for  the  erection  of  a new  theatre 
at  Lodi  . . . Lawrence  Welk  and  his  or- 
chestra is  scheduled  to  open  a week’s 
stand  at  E.  J.  Weisfeldt’s  Riverside  here 
. . . Bill  Gutstein,  formerly  with  the  Bala- 
ban  & Katz  chain  and  NBC  in  Chicago, 
is  the  new  addition  to  the  West  Allis 
Guide’s  advertising  staff. 

Stanley  Lambert,  manager  of  the  Rialto, 
addressed  the  Better  Films  League  of  Ra- 
cine at  its  November  meeting  on  the  prob- 
lems of  theatre  management.  The  league 
adopted  the  slogan,  “Patronize  Good  Pic- 
tures and  You’ll  Get  More  of  Them.” 

Roy  Pierce,  district  supervisor  for  Fox 
Wisconsin  Amusement  Corp.,  addressed  the 
November  meeting  of  the  Better  Films 
Council  of  Milwaukee  . . . Jean  Parker, 
film  star,  was  guest  of  honor  at  a recep- 
tion held  by  Beta  Sigma  Phi,  international 
sorority,  during  her  engagement  at  the 
Riverside  here. 


Frisina-Mexico  Theatres 
Incorporate  at  $12,000 

Mexico,  Mo. — The  Frisina-Mexico  Thea- 
tres Company  has  been  incorporated  here 
with  120  shares  of  $100  par  value  stock, 
$12,000  authorized. 

The  incorporators:  Dominic  Frisina, 
Taylorville,  111.,  24  shares;  John  B.  Giach- 
etto,  Springfield,  111.,  23  shares;  Domenic 
Giachetto,  Springfield,  111.,  24  shares;  Wil- 
liam Feldstein,  Springfield,  111.,  24  shares; 
Giro  Pedrucci,  Springfield,  lU.,  24  shares, 
and  Thomas  Tobin,  University  City,  Mo., 
one  share. 

The  Frisina  interests  recently  added  the 
800-seat  Liberty  and  450-seat  Rex  of  Mex- 
ico to  their  growing  circuit  in  southern 
niinoLs,  eastern  Missouri  and  southeastern 
Iowa.  The  local  houses  had  been  oper- 
ated by  C.  W.  Clay. 
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Ted  MendeDhall  Leads 
Omaha  Variety  Club 

Omaha — Ted  Mendenhall,  Paramount 
exchange  manager  and  veteran  in  the 
industry,  heads  the  Omaha  Variety  Club 
for  1941,  succeeding  Morris  Cohn,  exhibitor 
in  Council  Bluffs,  la. 

Mendenhall  has  been  chief  barker  of 
Omaha  Tent  No.  16  once  before,  serving 
one  year  in  that  post  when  the  club  was 
three  years  old.  The  inaugural  party  will 
be  held  some  time  in  January,  after  which 
Mendenhall  will  announce  committee  ap- 
pointments for  1941. 

Walter  M.  Green,  head  of  Pepco,  is  first 
assistant  chief  barker  and  Sam  Epstein, 
of  the  Omaha  circuit  bearing  his  name, 
is  second  assistant  chief  barker.  Meyer  L. 
Stern  of  Capitol  Pictures  is  dough  guy 
and  Edward  Shafton,  attorney  and  secre- 
tary of  Omaha  Variety  Club  since  the 
organization  was  formed,  continues  in  that 
post. 

Directors  are  D.  V.  McLucas,  United 
Artists;  Harry  J.  Shumow,  Metro;  Bob 
Ballantyne  of  Scott-Ballantyne  Co.;  John 
J.  Gillin  jr.,  Radio  Station  WOW;  Glenn 
Rogers,  Film  Transport,  and  Morris  Cohn. 
Delegates  to  the  national  convention  are 
Green  and  Cohn,  with  Shafton  and  Epstein 
alternates.  Green  will  be  national  board 
representative  for  1941. 

Ed  Shafton,  Don  McLucas  and  Glenn 
Rogers  comprise  the  Heart  of  Variety. 


Blizzard  Shuts  OH  Show 
Trade  in  Minneapolis 

Minneapolis — The  worst  blizzard  in 
many  years  here  paralyzed  theatre  and 
most  other  business  for  two  nights  this 
week.  Street  cars,  taxicabs  and  busses 
were  unable  to  operate  and  thousands  were 
marooned  at  their  places  of  work  or  at 
loop  hotels  unable  to  get  home. 

Theatres  were  practically  empty  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday.  In  order  to  get  an  audi- 
ence the  Alvin  sent  over  to  the  bus  station 
across  the  street  and  invited  more  than 
300  people  marooned  there  to  attend  the 
show  as  the  theatre’s  guests.  The  Tues- 
day night  performances  were  called  off 
entirely. 


Frisina  Chain  Leases 
Two  in  Mexico,  Mo, 

Mexico,  Mo. — The  Liberty  and  Rex  the- 
atres here  have  been  leased  by  FYisina 
Mexico  Theatres  Co.,  subsidiary  of  the 
Frisina  Illinois  Corp.  which  operates  over 
50  theatres  in  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Missouri. 
C.  M.  Clay,  head  of  the  Liberty  and  Rex 
theatres,  is  retiring  as  manager  of  the 
houses  after  20  years. 

Jerry  Baker,  formerly  with  Pox  Mid- 
west Theatres  in  Kansas  City,  becomes 
manager  of  the  two  houses.  Louis  A.  Wil- 
liams continues  as  assistant  manager. 

The  two  houses  are  being  remodeled  to 
the  extent  of  about  $25,000. 


Defer  Variety  Election 

Minneapolis — Because  of  the  blizzard 
which  prevented  many  members  from  at- 
tending, the  Twin  City  Variety  Club’s  elec- 
tion of  officers,  scheduled  for  last  Monday, 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 


Levy  Relays  Enthusiastic 
Reports  on  Business 

Minneapolis — Moe  Levy,  20th-Pox  dis- 
trict manager,  who  started  out  this  week 
on  his  tour  of  his  company’s  exchanges 
in  his  capacity  of  S.  R.  Kent  drive  leader, 
is  confident  that  the  campaign  will  be  the 
most  successful  in  its  history  because  the 
general  business  outlook  is  so  bright. 

Levy  starts  out  primed  with  data  de- 
signed to  buoy  up  the  spirits  of  branch 
managers,  salesmen  and  exhibitors  alike. 
In  reply  to  his  queries,  20  chambers  of 
commerce  and  boards  of  trade  in  leading 
cities  throughout  the  nation  have  sub- 
mitted reports  on  current  business  condi- 
tions and  the  probable  future  course  of 
trade. 

In  all  instances,  the  organizations  re- 
port a substantial  upswing  and  a belief 
that  the  trend  will  continue  to  rise  in 
1941  and  1942.  A period  of  great  pros- 
perity lies  ahead,  they  feel. 

There  have  been  great  increases  in  pay- 
rolls and  employment,  the  organizations 
declare.  The  last  quarter  of  1940  will  be 
the  year’s  biggest  in  business  volume,  em- 
ployment and  payroll  totals  and  every  in- 
dication is  that  1941  and  1942  will  outdo 
the  1929  and  1930  peak  years,  it’s  asserted. 

U.  S.  defense  and  British  war  spending, 
of  course,  has  touched  off  the  prosperity 
dynamite,  the  bodies  explain.  A single  fear 
expressed  is  that  industries  will  be  unable 
to  meet  the  rising  demand. 

“The  effect  of  all  this  on  the  film  in- 
dustry is  certain  to  be  highly  favorable,” 
Levy  pointed  out.  “The  prosperity  should 
find  its  way  to  the  boxoffices  quickly.” 


Business  Improvement 
Noted  in  K,  C,  Area 

Kansas  City — Beginning  with  election 
night,  theatre  grosses  for  most  exhibitors 
in  Kansas  City  and  in  the  territory  have 
improved,  although  the  cold  wave  that  set 
in  Monday  has  slowed  up  business  some- 
what. 

The  fact  that  the  1940  election  aroused 
more  interest  than  any  previous  one  in 
history,  was  reflected  in  the  report  of  ex- 
hibitors that  they  could  not  remember 
a presidential  campaign  that  had  hurt 
business  so  much  at  the  boxoffice. 

The  American  Royal  in  Kansas  City  last 
week  did  not  influence  the  theatre  “take” 
to  any  great  extent  for  most  exhibitors, 
they  reported. 


Lionel  Wasson  Joining 
Horowitz  and  Raskopl 

Des  Moines — Lionel  Wasson,  for  six 
years  publicity  chief  and  district  manager 
in  the  Blank-owned  Central  States  The- 
atre Corp.  here,  has  resigned,  effective 
November  23. 

Wasson  is  moving  to  Marshalltown,  la., 
to  take  over  management  of  the  new 
Odeon  Theatre  and  the  Casino  Theatre 
there  for  Sam  Horowitz  and  Mike  Ras- 
kopf.  The  move  will  enable  Horowitz,  who 
has  been  in  Marshalltown  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  Odeon  last  May,  to  return  to 
his  California  home  for  the  winter. 

Ray  Blank,  who  has  been  with  the  Tri- 
States  Theatre  organization,  is  scheduled 
to  shift  over  to  Central  States  to  take  up 
Wasson’s  duties. 


Norihwesl  Allied  Sets 
Out  to  Fight  Decree 


Minneapolis  — Northwest  Allied  will 
fight  the  consent  decree  to  the  bitter  end. 
At  a meeting  of  its  directors,  with  Wiscon- 
sin Allied  officials  present,  it  was  decided 
to  use  every  effort  to  prevent  the  federal 
court’s  approval  of  the  decree. 

In  line  with  this  decision,  the  organiza- 
tion’s directors  voted  to  send  their  counsel, 
L.  B.  Schwartz,  to  appear  before  the  fed- 
eral court  in  New  York  to  argue  against 
ratification  of  the  decree. 

The  directors  declared  that  “the  decree 
is  100  per  cent  in  the  distributors’  favor” 
and  any  “alleged”  independent  exhibitor 
benefits  “are  only  on  the  surface.” 

Directors  also  formed  a new  committee 
to  deal  directly  with  distributors  relative 
to  individual  exhibitor  members’  griev- 
ances. Sol  G.  Lebedoff,  treasurer  and  ex- 
ecutive committee  member,  was  appointed 
chairman.  Other  members  are  Andy  An- 
derson, Detroit  Lakes,  Minn.,  and  Paul 
Mans,  Minneapolis. 


New  Independent  Group 
Convenes  in  Abilene 

Abilene,  Kas. — About  50  exhibitors  and 
their  wives  attended  the  first  formal  meet- 
ing of  the  Kansas  Independent  Theatres 
Ass’n  here  November  14.  Getting  under 
way  during  the  afternoon  with  a screen- 
ing of  pictures,  the  convention  held  a short 
session  late  in  the  afternoon  and  concluded 
with  a banquet  and  an  evening  of  enter- 
tainment. 

Homer  F.  Strowig  of  the  Lyric  and  Plaza 
here  is  president  of  the  new  group. 


Counsel's  Illness  Defers 
La  Crosse  Damage  Suit 

Minneapolis — Illness  of  the  chief  coun- 
sel for  the  plaintiff  has  necessitated  an 
indefinite  continuance  of  the  La  Crosse, 
Wis.,  Amusement  company’s  $1,476,000 
damage  suit  against  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Company  and  Wei  worth  circuits  of 
this  city  and  the  local  Paramount,  United 
Artists  and  20th-Pox  film  exchanges.  The 
suit  charges  conspiracy  to  deprive  the 
Lacrosse  company  of  screen  product  and 
the  original  demand  of  $1,050,000  was 
raised  to  $1,476,000. 


Manufacture  Projection 
Equipment  for  16mms 

Kansas  City — Forrest  Calvin  and  Wil- 
liam G.  Wilson  have  formed  Movie  Mite 
Corp.  for  the  manufacture  of  projection 
equipment  for  16mm  films.  The  two  have 
been  producing  industrial  and  business 
films  for  seven  years  on  16mm. 

Assembled  in  a case  about  the  size  of 
a portable  phonograph,  the  equipment  con- 
sists of  a projector,  film,  and  a small 
screen  with  speaker. 


Grengs  Adds  One 

Greenwood,  Wis. — The  Grengs  Amuse- 
ment Co.  of  Spooner,  Wis.,  has  bought  the 
Parkway  Theatre  here.  The  chain  now 
numbers  eight  houses  in  western  Wiscon- 
sin and  Minnesota. 
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J^BOUT  one-third  the  United  Artists  gang 
are  celebrating  birthdays  now.  Includ- 
ed in  those  watching  another  year  roll  by 
are  Joyce  Anderson  of  the  executive  staff, 
Harriet  Wolsky  of  the  financial  depart- 
ment, Ed  Rostermundt  and  Jay  Schlank 
of  the  sales  department  . . . H.  V.  Mullins, 
Iowa  exhibitor,  celebrates  his  25th  wed- 
ding anniversary  this  week. 

Ted  Mendenhall,  new  chief  barker  of 
Omaha  Variety  Club,  says  his  first  official 
proclamation  is  about  “North  West  Moun- 
ted Police.”  Picture  breaks  Omaha  a7td 
Lincoln  on  Nebraska’s  Thaiiksgivmg  Day. 
and  in  Des  Moines  and  Sioux  City  on 
Iowa’s  Thanksgiving  Day,  all  at  advanced 
prices.  Ted  says  it’s  the  best  picture  he’s 
seen  in  a dozen  years,  that  it’s  the  type 
picture  that  “built  this  film  business”  and 
he  should  know. 

Carl  Weeks,  Paramount  peddler,  and 
Louise  Cotter  of  the  Brandeis  have  birth- 
days on  the  same  day.  Frank  Pavelec, 
Brandeis  operator,  calls  Louise  “Miss  Cot- 
ter Pins”  . . . Harry  Strong,  projection 
lamp  manufacturer,  was  here  to  see  Carl 
White.  Strong  was  on  his  way  east  from 
the  SMPE  convention  on  the  west  coast. 
He  just  missed  taking  the  plane  that 
crashed  in  the  mountains  but  fortunately 
took  the  one  a few  hours  later. 

Norm  Nielsen,  RKO  peddler,  also  a birth- 
day celebrator,  or  is  it  celebrater?  . . . 
Birthdays  also  for  Dora  McLaren,  Warner, 
and  Marie  Bendorf,  Paramount  . . . Harry 
Shmnow’s  Metro  is  now  placing  announce- 
meiits  on  the  local  radio  stations  plugging 
Metro  pictures  playing  locally.  It’s  some- 
thing new  . . . L.  W.  Davee,  sales  man- 


YOU  CAN’T  STRETCH 
A PAPER  SACK— YOU 
CAN’T  SHRINK  IT 

The  Only  Way  You  Can  Get 
More  Nickel  Bags  and  Dime  Boxes 
Out  of  a 100  Pounds  Is  to  Buy 

SUPERB 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  CORN! 

Season  it  with 

FLAV-O-NUT 

and  Watch  'Em  Come  Back 
for  More. 

New  Low  Prices 

RUBE  MELCHER 

POPPERS  SUPPLY  CO. 

GR  0672  1717  Wyandotte 
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ager  for  Century  projectors,  was  in  town 
on  business. 

The  blizzard  did  several  things  here. 
First,  it  cut  grosses  badly  . . . Then  it  blew 
off  part  of  Bill  Miskell’s  new  canopy  on 
the  Orpheum  . . . Then  Evert  Cummings, 
Tri-States  boss,  was  snowbound  because 
the  doors  on  his  auto  were  frozen  shut. 
He  had  to  phone  Ted  Emerson  for  a ride 
. . . Exhibitors  stayed  home  instead  of 
visiting  Davenport  Street. 

Ike  Rubin  of  Paramount  has  been  the 
champion  football  fan  for  years.  Now  he 
has  two  close  competitors:  Bert  Beams 
of  Red  Cloud,  Neb.,  and  Harold  Dunn  of 
Valentine,  Neb. 


— Pictorial  Press  Service 

For  the  Royal — 

Stars  adorned  American  Royal  Week 
in  Kansas  City.  At  the  top.  E.  C. 
Rhoden,  Fox  Midwest  chief,  escorts  his 
company’s  pretty  star.  Linda  Darnell. 
Below,  Leo  Carrillo,  another  stellar 
luminary,  who  was  master  of  cere- 
monies for  the  Royal,  is  wmning  a 
smile  from  the  Oklahoma  City  girl  who 
was  named  Queen  of  the  show. 


THEATRE  MANAGER  WANTED 
Experienced  Theatre  Manager  at  Once. 
UPTOWN  THEATRE,  Sedalia,  Mo, 


K A Y C HE  HE 

^HE  cold  weather  thinned  the  ranks  of 

Filmrow  visitors  this  week.  However, 
these  made  it:  Bob  Clemmons,  Dallas, 
Tex.;  A1  Straff  us,  Ottawa,  Kas.;  Ray  Cook, 
Missouri,  Maryville,  Mo.;  F.  L.  “Doc” 
Lowe,  Hays,  Lyons,  and  Hoisington,  Kas.; 
M.  B.  Smith,  Commonwealth  district  man- 
ager, Garden  City,  Kas.;  Sam  Sosna,  Sos- 
na,  Manhattan,  Kas.;  Mrs.  E.  Nolan, 
Ozark,  Cassville,  Mo.;  Fred  Wilcox,  Cozy, 
Lockwood,  Mo.;  Ed  Marsh,  Strand,  Esk- 
ridge, Kas.;  Robert  Martin.  Cozy,  Che- 
topah,  Kas.;  J.  Ward  Spielman.  Gem, 
Baldwin,  Kas.;  Wayne  Jenkins,  Uptown, 
Clinton,  Mo. 

Mrs.  Louise  Burke  Negin,  formerly  at 
Universal  and  now  living  at  Lima,  Ohio, 
is  the  mother  of  a boy  born  last  week. 
That  makes  Arthur  Burke  of  the  Colonial 
and  Gillham  an  uncle  . . . National  Screen 
Service  held  a party  at  Variety  Club  in 
ho7ior  of  Jack  Averill,  member  of  the 
National  Guard  who  is  entering  service, 
and  Gladys  Ryan,  who  is  going  to  Cali- 
fornia . . . H.  M.  Bessey,  secretary-treas- 
urer of  Altec,  New  York,  was  here  this 
week.  C.  J.  Zern  was  up  from  Dallas  and, 
of  course,  W.  E.  Gregory  of  the  Kansas 
City  office  was  on  deck. 

An  unusual  sight  last  week  was  the  long 
line  that  lasted  from  6;  30  to  8:30  p.  m. 
in  front  of  the  Fox  Linwood  boxoffice. 
It  was  the  opening  of  Herschel  Kaufman’s 
new  deal  of  Metro  kitchen  enamelware 
. . . Fi-ank  Hensler,  Metro  manager,  is  in 
Minneapolis  for  two  or  three  weeks  help- 
ing out  because  of  a sick  list.  He  got  in 
just  in  time  for  a snow  storm. 

Kansas  City  was  really  a show  town  the 
week  of  November  9.  Kenny  Baker  was 
here  for  a concert.  Leo  Carrillo  was  head 
mail  for  the  American  Royal  parade  and 
stayed  on  for  a couple  of  days.  Linda 
Darnell,  whose  “Mark  of  Zorro”  was  play- 
ing at  the  Fox  Uptown  and  Esquire,  was 
here  to  help  pick  the  American  Royal 
beauty  queens. 

Miss  Bettie-Cole  McCune  and  Mr.  Mor- 
ton Darlington  Truog  were  married  last 
Saturday  night  at  the  Country  Club  Chris- 
tian Church.  Young  Truog,  son  of  W.  E. 
Truog,  United  Artists  branch  manager,  is 
with  National  Screen  Service  . . . Wilbur 
Ray  has  purchased  the  Cozy,  Wheaton, 
Mo.,  from  Eldon  Washeck. 

Carroll  Moore,  who  used  to  manage  the 
Illinois,  Belleville,  III.,  is  now  maestro  at 
the  Waldo,  Kansas  City.  He  succeeds  Jerry 
Baker,  now  with  the  Frisina  Liberty  and 
Rex,  Mexico,  Mo.  J.  D.  Petty,  assistant 
at  the  Fox  Lincoln,  Springfield,  III.,  goes 
to  the  Illinois,  Belleville. 

Our  favorite  informer  passes  along  word 
that  Lorene  Besse  and  Theresa  Baker  at 
NSS  are  engaged  . . . Are  you  hungry? 
Just  take  a look  at  some  of  Bev  Miller’s 
cook  books,  and  it’ll  really  start  the  gas- 
tric juices  flowing.  The  sets  of  20  make 
a deal  for  theatres,  and  are  running  now 
in  the  Apollo,  Vista  and  Brookside  in  Kan- 
sas City,  and  in  several  outstate  houses. 


Benefit  for  Academy 

Des  Moines — Mrs.  Forrest  E.  Judd,  St. 
Joseph’s  Academy  alumnae  president,  was 
in  charge  of  a benefit  film  showing 
Wednesday,  November  13,  at  the  school 
auditorium.  Proceeds  of  the  program  are 
to  be  used  for  a new  school  gymnasium. 

BOXOFFICE  : November  16,  1940 


PVENT  of  the  week:  Wally  Johnson,  after 
" a fire  in  May,  a deal  with  Frank 
Van  Husan,  a contest  to  provide  a name 
for  it,  and  invitations  to  everybody  on 
Pilmrow  in  Omaha  and  Lincoln,  opened 
his  new  Vogue  Thursday  (14th)  night  in 
Friend,  Neb.  Picture  for  the  occasion  was 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American,”  and  in 
the  absence  of  Pat  O’Brien,  Sid  Rose 
stood  in  for  him. 

A columnist’s  mail:  Murphy  McHenry, 
Richard  A.  Rowland  production  press 
agent,  asks  for  warning  if  snow,  so  an- 
other camera  crew  can  he  sent  here  to 
pick  up  white  winter  scenes  for  “Cheers 
for  Miss  Bishop’’  . . . From  Louis  Alleman, 
in  New  York,  who  sees  that  film  editors 
get  a diary  of  Beulah  Bondi’s  every  move 
...  To  Shirley  Temple’s  mother  asking 
her  to  get  off  a Christmas  greetings  letter 
for  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks  lodge,  which  will  he 
read  to  5,000  needy  kids  at  this  year’s 
Christmas  party  . . . From  Boh  Hicks 
Page,  who  fronts  for  vaudeville  units,  who 
says  his  current  edition,  “Midnight  in 
Miami”  will  make  this  sector  this  winter 
. . . From  Boh  Moon,  former  KFAB  an- 
nouncer, who  says  he  lives  across  the  hall, 
in  the  same  apartment  house  as  Lana 
Turner. 

Flesh  tint:  Howard  Federer,  after  news 
of  the  business  done  by  “Pardon  Us, 
Please”  unit,  a 35-people  show,  on  the 
L.  L.  Dent  Colorado  circuit,  bought  it  for 
the  Variety  here  for  three  days  (14-16). 
It’s  the  first  genuine  vaudeville  bill  here 
since  August. 


questions  before  the  show  starts,  gets  all 
set  on  the  answers,  then  runs  down  to 
the  front  row  and  tries  to  win  an  icehox 
full  himself. 

Off  again,  on  again:  Bob  Livingston, 
who  rode  the  legislative  crest  of  the  wave 
when  R.  L.  Cochran  was  governor,  and 
plugged  for  him  for  the  senate,  came  up' 
short  on  votes.  However,  Dwight  Gris- 
wold, the  man  he  was  rooting  for  to  re- 
place Cochran  as  governor,  came  in  a 
heavy  winner,  so  Bob  will  be  no  stranger 
in  the  capital  corridors. 

Ominous  omen:  The  same  legislature 
which  fostered  a lot  of  anti-industry  hills 
last  time  in  session,  with  exception  of  four 
men,  is  coming  hack  Jan.  1,  1941,  as  a re- 
sult of  the  election.  That  makes  39  of  the 
old  guard  who  may  view  the  motion  pic- 
ture department  as  unfinished  business. 

Advertisement:  Harry  Shumow,  Boxof- 
FicE,  will  have  a lot  of  civilian  clothes 
which  will  have  to  be  mothballed  or  sold 
around  the  first  of  the  year  when  change 
will  be  made  to  khaki.  Am  open  to  propo- 
sition from  you,  since  you  are  about  the 
only  guy  who  has  nerve  enough  to  wear 
that  kind  of  cloth  and  color  combinations. 


Moray  Finds  Market  for 
Shorts  All  Pervasive 

Minneapolis — Even  houses  playing  dou- 
ble features  find  that  they  must  have 
shorts,  too,  and  many  of  them  use  the 
same  number  as  the  single  bill  theatres, 
according  to  Norman  Moray,  Vitagraph 
general  sales  manager,  who  came  here  to 
address  Warner  salesmen. 

It’s  because  theatre  patrons  demand  va- 
riety in  their  entertainment  that  shorts 
have  become  essential  on  every  sort  of 
program,  even  including  those  that  boast 
stage  shows,  Moray  said. 

The  consent  decree  will  not  affect  sell- 
ing of  shorts,  in  Moray’s  opinion.  He  does 
not  foresee  any  basic  change  in  the  method 
of  or  policy  in  selling  shorts  or  the  market 
for  these  subjects.  The  film  business  won’t 
change,  he  pointed  out,  except  for  the 
method  employed  by  the  distributor  in 
selling  product  to  the  exhibitor. 

European  developments  have  not  af- 
fected the  sales  of  shorts  substantially  be- 
cause these  subjects  are  produced  mainly 
with  the  domestic  market  in  mind,  Moray 
stated. 


Freddie  Horn  loins  RKO 

Minneapolis — RKO  has  an  addition  to 
its  sales  staff  in  the  person  of  Freddie 
Horn.  He  came  here  from  Omaha  where 
he  was  a salesman  for  Columbia. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

••A  HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 


Free  lunch  item:  Under  guidance  of 
TV.  C.  “Lew”  Lewellen,  the  Nebraska  The- 
atre has  started  a weekly  Thursday  night 
business  hypo,  called  “Askit  Basket.”  It’s 
a quiz  show,  and  the  payoff  to  winners  is 
in  groceries.  Only  trouble  with  the  gag 
is  that  he  has  to  watch  City  Manager 
Bob  Huffman,  who  sneaks  a look  at  the 


Wife  of  Rube  Melcher  Is 
Dead  Following  Illness 

Kansas  City — Mrs.  Carrie  L.  Melcher, 
48,  wife  of  Rube  Melcher  of  Poppers’ 
Supply  Co.,  died  November  10  at  Menorah 
Hospital.  Mrs.  Melcher,  a former  kinder- 
garten teacher  here,  had  been  in  Menorah 
several  weeks  for  treatment. 

Besides  her  husband,  she  is  survived  by 
a son,  Robert  D.,  and  a daughter,  Marian 
R.,  both  of  the  home. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Tuesday  at 
Temple  B’nai  Jehudah. 


KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  “Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co, 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 
1820  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  HA.  7472 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Disitributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GK.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


HOTELS 

HOTEL  MONROE 

MAIN  AT  19TH  ST. 

Two  Blocks  From  Filmrow 

Completely  Renovated  . . Fire- 
Proof  . . Innerspring  Mattresses 
and  Only  1.50  with  Bath  . . . 

$1.00  Without 
CLEAN  AND  FRIENDLY 
Weekly  Rates 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Casail,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 

FILM  LABORATORIES  ~~ 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 
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....AW,  SHUCKS!. 

— From  the  Tall  Corn— By  KEN  and  RENE  CLAYTON 


yoiCKS!  and  Tallyho!  It’s  hunting  sea- 
son throughout  the  theatre  biz  in  Iowa. 
Have  a look  onward! 


Ed  Mason  of  the  Osage  Theatre  at 
Osage  has  talked  about  so  many  hunting 
trips  and  promised  so  many  ducks  to  Film- 
rowers  that  Mitchell  County  Sheriff 
Kathan  is  reported  to  have  tipped  off  the 
wardens.  It  is  believed  to  be  a mathe- 
matical impossibility  for  Ed  to  fulfill  his 
hunting  campaign  pledges  and  stay  within 
the  law  at  the  same  time. 


Mike  Tracy  is  reported  to  be  hunting 
a renter  for  his  Storm  Lake  cottage  next 
summer.  At  least,  he  left  his  Empire  The- 
atre at  Storm  Lake  t’other  day  to  visit 
the  DM  Row  for  the  first  time  in  nigh 
on  a decade  and  everybody  suspects  him 
of  an  ulterior  motive. 


Julio  Massarini’s  hunting  a coon  patch. 
Julio  has  his  Melcher,  la.,  back  yard  so 
full  of  coon  dogs  that  if  he  doesn’t  find 
work  for  them  soon  they’ll  have  him  treed. 
If  any  of  you  picture  business  Dan’l 
Boones  has  an  extra  coonskin  cap,  send 
it  to  Julio  C.O.D.,  P.D.Q!  It’ll  help  him 
keep  the  dogs  occupied  until  he  can  scare 
up  better  game. 


Joe  Jacobson  is  hunting  for  rides  to 
Omaha  from  his  Davenport  and  Dubuque 
haunts.  Joe’s  been  that  way  ever  since 
last  weekend  when  he  ran  into  Chick  and 
Toby  Friedman  on  Nebraska’s  Dodge  Street 
and  Toby  tripped  him  . . . with  Edith. 


in  Style  and  Comfort 

That’s  the  thought  that  i.s  always  upper- 
most in  the  mimls  of  those  who  attend 
you  at  Hotel  Fonlenelle.  In  keeping  with 
this  poliry,  the  management  is  constandy 
adding  new  features  for  your  comfort 
and  convenience.  The  Amber  Room  Cof- 
fee Shop,  the  King  Cole  Room,  and  the 
Black  Mirror- Bombay  Room  invite  yon. 

HOTEL 


FONTENEllE 


Joe’s  been  burning  the  wires  across  Iowa 
since. 


That’s  the  end  of  Aw  Shucks’  hunting 
season  for  the  moment,  but  there’s  still 
Sports  Afield.  All  you  have  to  do  is  read 
on  to  discover  that  Nate  Sandler,  the  In- 
dian giver,  has  swapped  that  $15  jalopy 
back  to  son  Normie  and  is  driving  his 
own  LaSalle  again.  That  means  that  the 
boss  of  the  Northwood  and  Missouri  Val- 
ley pictures  palaces  has  completed  his 
shopping  for  product  and  dares  to  look 
prosperous  once  more. 


There’s  a report  that  a Sandler  Park  in 
Lineville,  la.,  may  some  day  offer  further 
evidence  that  Nate  was  flush  in  ’40.  At  any 
rate,  Nate  confesses  that  Earl  Kerr  wasn’t 
the  only  theatreman  who  picked  up  a par- 
cel of  land  at  Lineville  while  the  gov- 
ernment was  still  talking  about  an  army 
encampment  there  without  a (Missouri) 
frog  in  its  throat. 


jyTANY  exhibitors  doubtlessly  are  curious 
to  know  how  the  parents  of  Charlie 
Jackson,  Warner  salesman,  are  faring  dur- 
ing the  bombardment  of  England.  As 
most  of  them  are  aware,  his  mother  and 
dad  live  only  a mile  from  Croydon  airport 
which  is  being  almost  continuously 
bombed.  But  Charlie  hears  from  them 
regularly  and  they  write  that,  thus  far, 
they’ve  escaped  injury,  although  many  in 
their  neighborhood  have  been  killed.  They 
declare  in  their  letters  that  Great  Britain 
is  sure  to  win  in  the  end — that  everybody 
is  confident  of  ultimate  victory. 

Marjorie,  the  daughter  of  “Hy”  Chav- 
man.  Columbia  branch  manager,  is  en- 
gaged to  wed  . . . Gilbert  Nathanson  and 
his  cohorts  at  Republic  are  blowing  their 
trumpets  for  “Melody  Ranch.”  newest  Gene 
Autry  offering  . . . Bill  Scholl,  RKO  ex- 
ploiteer,  on  a whirlwind  tour  of  the  prai- 
rie district  for  “You’ll  Find  Out”  . . . Sam 
Berger,  the  handsome  young  Esquire  thea- 
tre manager,  in  the  clouds  once  more.  His 
most  beautiful  girl  friend  has  returned  to 
the  fold  and  he’s  the  envy  of  the  film 
bunch. 

The  worst  blizzard  in  years  hit  Minne- 
apolis and  almost  the  entire  surrounding 
district  last  Monday  and  gave  exhibitors  a 
terrible  beating.  Business  at  the  show- 
houses  was  almost  entirely  extinct  both 
in  the  afternoon  and  evening  . . . Elta 
Johnson,  RKO  cashier,  suffering  from  the 
flu  . . . John  J.  Friedl,  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment president,  in  Chicago  for  a meeting 
of  Paramount  theatre  associates  . . . Joe 
Pastor  and  Eddie  Burnell,  Chicago  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  and  close  friends  of 
W.  A.  Steffes,  former  Northwest  Allied 
president  and  Twin  City  Variety  Club  Chief 
Barker,  passed  through  en  route  to  north- 
ern Minnesota  to  visit  A1  at  his  estate 
there. 

Out-of-toion  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  John  Filler,  Valley  City,  N. 
D.;  Peter S071  and  Johnson,  Pierre,  S.  D.; 
Aiidy  Anderson.  Detroit  Lakes,  Minn.; 
Lowell  Smo'  Little  Falls,  Minn.;  Mrs. 
George  Fox,  'road,  Minn.;  Leo  Molitor, 
Lake  Crystal.  Minn.;  Don  Buckley,  Red- 


Rachman  Has  Sales  Post 
With  Mono,  in  Omaha 


Lincoln — Jules  Rachman  has  been  ap- 
pointed Monogram  salesman  out  of  Oma- 
ha by  Sol  Francis,  branch  manager. 

Rachman,  who  has  been  paroled  from 
the  Nebraska  state  prison  where  he  served 
eight  years  for  the  shooting  of  Harry  and 
Sam  Goldberg,  has  as  his  special  sales 
province  the  various  state  institutions,  in- 
dustrial schools,  homes,  etc. 


November  28,  the  Republican  (and  Iowa) 
Thanksgiving  day,  has  also  been  set  for 
the  transfer  of  the  Washington  Theatre 
at  Davenport,  la.,  into  the  hands  of  J.  H. 
Schnieder  of  Eldora.  Schnieder  bought  the 
tear  and  laughter  plant  from  Lumar  F. 
Havlik.  Harry  Saveride  was  slated  to  in- 
troduce J.  H.  to  the  DM  Row. 


Lou  Patz  at  National  Screen  wants  you 
exhibs  to  understand  that  he  may  have 
come  here  from  Milwaukee,  but  he’s  no 
furriner.  After  all,  he  figures  he  was  man- 
ager of  Universal  here  long  enough  to 
absorb  a corn-hog  accent  before  he  ever 
went  to  Milwaukee. 


wood  Falls,  Minn.;  Jack  Heywood,  New 
Richmond,  Wis.;  Jack  Wright,  Red  Wing, 
Minn.,  and  “Doc”  Miller,  New  York  Mills, 
Minii. 

B.  J.  Benfield,  Morris,  Minn.,  exhibitor 
was  so  elated  over  “Down  Argentine  Way” 
that  he  sent  a telegram  to  Joe  Podoloff, 
20th-Pox  branch  manager,  praising  the 
film  . . . Harry  Anderson,  Warner  assist- 
ant cashier,  temporarily  out  of  commis- 
sion with  tonsilitis. 

W.  H.  Workman,  M-G-M  branch  man- 
ager, home  after  several  days  in  Eitel  Hos- 
pital and  recovering  from  a minor  illness 
. . . Jerry  Jonas,  M-G-M  homeoffice 
checking  supervisor,  a visitor  . . . R.  C. 
LiBeau,  Paramount  district  manager,  in 
from  Kansas  City. 

Cerna  Martin  of  Columbia’s  office  staff 
engaged  to  wed  Jay  Gendler  of  Blue  Earth, 
Minn.  . . . Some  of  the  film  exchanges 
closed  Armistice  Day  . . . Les  Coleman, 
Paramount  homeoffice  auditor,  in  town 
. . . Filmrow’s  sympathy  is  extended  to  Bob 
Murphy,  Star-Journal  film  editor,  whose 
mother  passed  away  . . . Myron  Adcock, 
Warner  South  Dakota  salesman,  has  fully 
recovered  from  the  serious  injuries  which 
he  sustained  in  an  auto  accident  several 
months  ago  and  now  is  back  on  the  job 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  Ledum,  Elbow 
Lake,  Minn.,  exhibitors,  brought  their 
friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glende,  to  Minne- 
apolis for  the  Michigan-Minnesota  game 
and  they  were  guests  here  of  “Judge”  Ben 
Meshbesher,  Republic  salesman. 

Street  scenes  glimpsed  through  the  No- 
vember blizzard:  Art  Ableson,  Devils  Lake, 
N.  D.,  shojvman,  trudging  along  Hennepin 
Ave^iue  and  glancing  up  at  the  space  that 
once  was  the  West  Hotel  . . . George  Crane, 
Cambridge,  Minn.,  exhibitor,  stopping  at 
Shinder’s  news  stand  to  see  what  the  De- 
troit papers  were  saying  about  the  Golden 
Gophers  now  and  working  himself  into  a 
loyal  rage  at  their  de-emphasis  of  the 
Minnesota  eleven  . . . Bob  Holcomb,  who 
just  returned  from  Hollywood  because  too 
many  folks  there  mistook  him  for  Nelson 
Eddy,  back  at  his  old  post  in  front  of  the 
Pantages,  happy  with  the  snow  and  cold. 
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65  Pennsylvania  Communities 
Vote  for  Shows  on  Sabbath 


Free  Screen  Space 
Irks  P.  /.  Wood 

Columbus — P.  J.  Wood,  business  man- 
ager of  ITO,  is  leading  a crusade  against 
the  practice  of  exhibiting  advertising 
reels  on  screens  for  which  the  exhibitor 
reaps  no  financial  reward.  Pointing  spe- 
cifically to  such  reels  as  "The  Miracle  of 
Milk"  and  "This  Land  of  Plenty"  as  ex- 
amples of  reels  for  the  showing  of  which 
the  exhibitor  receives  no  payment.  Wood 
says,  in  a recent  bulletin,  "Someone  re- 
ceives money  when  pictures  such  as 
these  ore  shown  on  your  screen  and  you 
are  entitled  to  a share  of  it.  Newspapers 
do  not  give  away  their  advertising  space 
and  you  are  entitled  to  be  remunerated 
when  you  show  reels  of  this  nature." 

J 

Plan  Re-enacting  of 
'Emergency'  Taxes 


Harrisburg — All  “emergency”  taxes, 
originally  levied  in  1935,  will  be  re-enacted, 
the  Governor  Arthur  H.  James  administra- 
tion proposes  when  the  politically-divided 
state  legislature  convenes.  Hopes  for  de- 
creased taxes  faded  in  Pennsylvania  fol- 
lowing conferences  between  James  and  his 
budget  secretary,  Edward  B.  Logan.  In- 
cluded originally  in  the  “emergency”  clas- 
sification were  amusement-admission  taxes, 
but  the  efforts  of  the  AMPTO  of  W.  Pa., 
after  an  extended  campaign,  prevailed  and 
at  “tax  renewal”  time  several  years  ago 
the  state  amusement  tax  was  discontinued. 

No  new  pressure  to  reinstall  a state 
amusement-admission  tax  is  expected  and 
it  is  likely  that  the  present  “emergency” 
levies  will  be  continued  without  this 
“item.”  The  state’s  entire  $372,000,000  tax 
program,  which  includes  the  former  Gov- 
ernor Earle  emergency  taxes,  will  be  rec- 
ommended for  re-enactment. 

Governor  James,  in  announcing  his  plan 
to  retain  the  state’s  present  tax  structure, 
states  that  he  will  veto  any  legislation  for 
new  taxes  “whenever  an  alternative  meth- 
od exists  of  meeting  state  needs  without 
such  new  taxes.” 

Knock-Down  Session  Due 

Some  of  the  most  controversial  issues  in 
history  will  face  the  biennial  session  of 
the  legislature  which  will  convene  here 
January  7.  James  stands  in  the  middle 
as  the  rejuvenated  Democrats  control  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate’s 
strong  majority  remains  Republican.  Both 
parties  are  faced  with  probable  inner- 
party  splits  as  troublesome  fiscal  prob- 
lems and  many  issues  face  the  assembly. 

Capital  Hill  does  not  expect  any  re- 
vision of  the  rate  of  present  taxes,  either 
on  corporations  or  personal  property,  or 
that  there  will  be  a redistribution  of  the 
tax  burden.  Curtailing  exenditures  seems 
to  be  almost  out  of  the  question,  according 
to  the  same  sources. 

Pennsylvania’s  1941  legislature  must 
budget  for  the  two-year  period  beginning 
June  1. 


Joins  Jam  Handy 

Detroit — William  Betts  has  joined  the 
editorial  staff  of  Jam  Handy  as  a slide- 
film  writer  for  vocational  education. 


Pittsburgh — Several  hundred  theatres 
of  Pennsylvania  will  soon  operate  legalized 
Sunday  motion  picture  exhibitions  for  the 
first  time  as  the  result  of  local  option 
referenda  conducted  in  conjunction  with 
the  general  election.  Sixty-five  cities, 
boroughs  and  townships  approved  such 
exhibitions  and  the  issue  was  defeated  in 
86  communities,  a Boxoffice  survey  re- 
veals. 

County  election  return  boards  will  certi- 
fy the  votes  and  thereafter  Sunday  ex- 
hibitions will  be  legal  in  those  communi- 
ties which  approved  the  issue. 

Exhibitors  in  municipalities  voting  “yes” 
were  busy  on  Pilmrow  this  week  booking 
in  Sunday  dates. 

Sunday  shows  were  approved  in  these 


cities,  boroughs  and  townships: 

Yes 

No 

Arnold  

80S 

619 

2,719 

730 

313 

437 

1.408 

689 

Brentwood  

.*?  1 n 7 

Beaver  Falls  

Brownsville  

. . 1 

1 n? 

Curwensville  

Carnegie  

4‘^Q 

Cooper  Twp.  (Grassflat) 

73  7 

Crafton  

•>.  9.9^ 

1.921 

1,735 

Connellsville  

..  2,0(>3 

1,253 

60 

Ellwood  City  

Johnstown  

Lock  Haven  

9,074 

Munhall  

Marienville  

2,1]  6 

New  Brighton  

New  Castle  

1,995 

New  Kensington  

5 288 

3,651 

North  Belle  Vernon  

Portage  

572 

Springdale  

1 294 

670 

198 

1,466 

Turtle  Creek  

C^niemaugh  

Windber  

t'onemaugh  Twp.  (Jerome)  . . . 

( "umbeiland  Two 

Lilly  

Other  communities  whicli  apjiroved  Sunday  ex- 
hihitioii  of  motion  jtietures: 

Allentown.  Ambler.  Abington  Twp.,  Ashland, 
Bethlehem,  Bryn  Athyn,  Clarks  Summit,  Coplay, 
Conyngham  Tw]).,  Conshohocken,  l]>oylestown, 
Easton,  Glenside,  Hazleton,  Hallstead.  Jenks  Twp., 
Jenkintown.  Lebanon.  Lancaster.  Mt.  Carmel, 
Maurh  Chunk,  North  Whiteliall  Twp..  Narberth, 
Northumberland,  Palmerton,  Pennsburg,  Prospect 
Park,  Pottstown,  Reading,  Summit  Hill,  Troy, 
Taylor,  Wilson  Borough.  West  Hazleton,  White 
Tfaven. 


These  communities  rejected  Sunday  shows: 


Yes 

No 

-A.ltoona  

15,301 

1,131 

1,270 

3.030 

2 357 

Butler  

865 

1,084 

789 

162 

838 

1,024 

774 

2,099 

529 

666 

1,731 

500 

Derrv  

512 

693 

763 

771 

Evans  City  

158 

595 

William  Dipson  Enlists 

Wheeling,  W.  Va. — William  J.  Dipson, 
son  of  Nikitas  D.  Dipson,  president  of  the 
West  Virginia  Theatrical  Enterprises, 
operating  Wheeling  theatres,  and  a resi- 
dent of  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  has  enlisted  in  the 
regular  army  and  last  week  started  his 
three-year  enlistment  in  the  quartermas- 
ter corps,  Mitchell  Field,  Long  Island.  In 
1934  Dipson  was  assistant  manager  of  the 
Capitol  Theatre  here,  and  later  became 
manager  of  the  Victoria. 


Emlenton  

236 

320 

Greensburg  

3,688 

Greensboro  

Houtzdale  

315 

322 

Harrison  Twp 

(Natrona  & Natrona 

Hts.) 

2,098 

2,620 

Hollidaysburg  

895 

1,440 

Homer  City  

283 

540 

Indiana  

1,400 

3,528 

Kittanning  

1,152 

1,818 

Knox  

150 

339 

Leechburg  

417 

544 

Latrobe  

2.230 

2,340 

Ligonier  

337 

632 

Manor  

Meyersdale  

484 

761 

Mcltonald  

Mount  Pleasant  

Orbisonia  

Osceola  Mills  

390 

436 

Petrolia  

66 

181 

Philijisburg  

634 

746 

Rochester  

1,471 

1,537 

Rimersburg  

114 

396 

state  College  

Tarentum  

1.897 

2,113 

Tyrone  

818 

2,295 

Vandergrift  

1,676 

2,040 

Wilkinsburg  

6,768 

8,522 

Zelienople  

350 

520 

Additionally,  the  Sunday 
these  cities,  boroughs  and 

i.ssue  was 
townships: 

defeated  in 

Bangor,  Berwick,  Boyertown,  Catawissa.  Colum- 
bia, Catasauqua,  Downingtown,  Danville,  Ephrata. 
Emmaus,  East  Stroudsburg.  East  Greenville, 
Harrisburg,  Hamburg,  Hellertown,  Jersey  Shore, 
Kingston,  Kutztown,  Lewisburg,  l.ansdowne,  Le- 
highton,  Muncy,  Minersville,  Monroe  Twp.,  Norris- 
town, Northampton,  Nazareth,  Palmyra,  Parkes- 
burg,  Pottsville,  Phoenixville.  Slatington,  Sunbury, 
Stroudsburg,  Shickshinny,  Shamokin,  Topton,  Ta- 
maqua.  Upper  Augusta  Twp.,  West  Chester.  West 
Grove,  Williamsport,  Weatherly.  Williamstown, 
Whitehall  Twp. 


Beaver  Falls.  New  Brighton, 

Vote  Yes;  Rochester  Rejects 

Beaver,  Pa. — Beaver  Falls  and  New 
Brighton  voted  to  permit  Sunday  pictures 
while  nearby  Rochester  turned  down  the 
proposal  in  a special  ballot  in  the  recent 
polling. 

Beaver  Falls  favored  the  proposal  3,815 
to  2.719  and  New  Brighton  2,078  to  1,995. 

The  vote  at  Rochester  was  1,537  against 
the  proposal  and  1,471  in  favor. 


New  Castle.  Pa..  Prepares 
To  Show  Sunday  Films 

New  Castle,  Pa. — New  Castle  theatre’s 
will  show  pictures  on  Sundays  for  the  first 
time  in  the  city’s  history  as  soon  as  a 
record  of  the  favorable  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion is  filed  with  the  commonwealth. 

Voters  here  approved  the  showing  of 
Sunday  shows  by  a vote  of  11,463  to  7,972. 
The  issue  was  defeated  by  a narrow  mar- 
gin five  years  ago. 

A move  to  stop  Sunday  films  at  nearby 
Ellwood  City,  where  they  have  been  legal 
for  the  last  five  years,  was  defeated. 


Butterfield  Now  Has  8 
Of  20  Flint  Theatres 

Detroit — Butterfield  is  taking  over  the 
four  theatres  at  Flint  formerly  operated 
by  Lester  Matt.  They  include  the  State, 
Strand,  Roxy  and  Della.  All  have  around 
1,000  seats  or  over. 

The  deal,  one  of  the  largest  theatre 
transfers  recorded  in  the  state  in  recent 
years,  will  give  Butterfield  eight  of  the 
20  theatres  in  Flint. 
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Launch  Balaban  Anniversary  — 

A big  sendoff  was  given  the  Barney  Balaban  fifth  anniversary  celebration 
with  about  50  members  of  United  Detroit  Theatres’  staff  guests  at  a special 
luncheo7i  in  the  Book  Cadillac  Hotel.  Earl  J.  Hudson,  circuit  presideyit  (at  the 
head  of  the  table),  gave  the  keynote  speech  to  practically  all  managers,  as- 
sistant managers,  supervisors,  and  office  executives  of  the  organization. 


ID)  IE  T R (0)  111  ir 


QLARK  C.  COULTER  of  Coulter  Pre- 
miums reports  business  all  right  in  the 
premium  field  . . . George  Gilbert  is  start- 
ing an  intensive  campaign  for  the  Holly- 
wood Gift  Club  . . . Monk  Watson,  who 
set  boxoffice  records  several  years  ago  at 
the  Grand  Riviera  for  the  Munz  circuit, 
is  returning  for  a week  at  Ray  Schreiber’s 
Colonial:  he’s  been  in  northern  Michigan 
for  some  time  . . . Jack  Hurford,  Fox  man- 
ager, reports  that  Junior  has  two  teeth 
now  . . . Edward  A.  Long,  Long  Sign 
Co.,  and  Bernard  A.  Brooks  of  the  Presi- 
dent were  in  New  York  for  the  close  of 
the  Fair. 

Louella  Parsons  made  a personal  appear- 
ance at  the  Fox  . . . John  McNeil  Burns  is 
incorporating  the  East  Side  Drive-In  The- 
atre Corp.  and  the  West  Side  Drive-In 
Theatre  Corp.  . . . James  Easson,  mana- 
ger of  UDT’s  Vogue,  is  introducing  De- 
troiters to  “Dramatic  Zephyrs” — with  an 
individual  scent  for  each  mood  or  scene 
of  the  film. 

Harold  H.  Smilay,  partner  in  Associ- 
ated Theatres,  and  Max  Kolin,  leader  of 
the  Operators’  Union  and  of  Theatrical 
Legion  Post,  have  been  named  to  the  draft 
advisory  board  for  Detroit  by  Gov.  Luren 
D.  Dickinson  . . . Orson  Welles  flying  in 
from  Los  Angeles  for  his  Wednesday  lec- 
ture at  the  Fisher  (Town  Hall  Series) , 
and  return  the  same  day. 

M-G-M  Club  held  a big  charity  party 
at  the  exchange,  with  175  M-G-M-ites 
and  guests  attending.  Salesman  Harold 
Sandelman  won  the  dancing  lessons. 
Mrs.  Frank  J.  Doumey  won  one  of  the 
cash  prizes,  and  Floyd  Chrysler  a case  of 
ginger  ale  . . . Jack  Flynn,  Metro  district 
manager,  moving  his  residence  and  per- 
manent headquarters  to  Chicago  Decem- 
ber 1.  will  be  guest  of  honor  at  a testi- 
monial by  Variety  Club. 


Air-Conditioned  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Moiitoalin 

Meeting  place  for  the  industry 
“Food  You’ll  Remember” 

DON  DRISCOI.L  and  .JIH.MY  KING 


Max  Blumenthal  celebrated  a birthday 
Saturday  . . . Charlie  Perry,  manager  of 
the  Adams,  had  his  two  days  earlier  . . . 
Mrs.  William  Flemion,  wife  of  the  PRC 
manager,  is  in  Harper  Hospital. 

Election  notes  at  Variety’s  annual  meet- 
ing— The  Cohens,  Cohns,  etc.,  missing  in 
a body  for  the  first  time  . . . Jack  Saxe, 
dough  guy,  with  that  comfortable  cigar 
and  his  fiscal  report  . . . Dave  Diamond, 
booker,  almost  got  missed  on  the  roll-call 
. . . Bill  London  seriously  interested  in 
the  finances  . . . Jack  Hurford  winking 
over  in  the  corner  . . . Max  Smit  proved 
quite  a speaker  . . . John  Howard’s  golf 
tournament  netted  a profit  of  $499.88  . . . 
Dave  Newman  with  his  annual  job  of  par- 
liamentary coaching  . . . Bill  Flemion  re- 


Adequate  Facilities 
For  Trade  Showings 


Detroit — Increased  importance  of  trade 
showings  under  the  five-feature  plan  of 
the  consent  decree  will  be  met  by  ade- 
quate facilities  for  such  screenings  in 
Detroit,  a survey  by  Boxoffice  indicates. 

Present  screening  policy  is  for  all  ex- 
changes, except  Paramount  and  20th-Pox 
which  have  their  own  buildings  and 
screening  rooms,  to  use  the  Film  Exchange 
Projection  Room  at  the  Film  Building. 
This  is  also  used  for  all  screenings  for 
the  censor,  who  normally  reviews  films 
before  they  are  trade-shown. 

Max  Blumenthal,  manager  of  the  Film 
Exchange  Room,  is  making  plans  now  for 
an  expansion  of  the  projection  theatre 
on  account  of  the  increased  number  of 
exhibitors  expected  to  attend  trade  shows 
in  the  future.  Present  seating  capacity 
is  60.  However,  the  number  of  exhibi- 
tors actually  attending  is  likely  to  be  held 
dovim  in  Michigan  because  of  the  many 
exhibitors  booking  through  combines  or 
independent  agencies,  including  Coopera- 
tive and  Mutual  Theatres  in  the  first 
group,  and  such  bookers  as  Emil  Beck 
and  Clive  Waxman  in  the  second. 


porting  105  free  shows  given  to  shut-ins 
during  the  year  . . . Charlie  Perry,  ex- 
chief barker,  sitting  on  the  high  chair  . . . 
Irwin  Pollard  looking  for  an  easy  way 
to  raise  25  G’s  . . . Frank  Wetsman  look- 
ing for  a quorum  . . . Art  Robinson  and 
Claire  Townsend  breezed  in  in  time  for 
the  election. 

Frank  Lorenzen  is  planning  Christmas 
decorations  for  the  Film  Building  . . . Ed- 
die Kirchner  is  still  carrying  his  office 
in  his  vest  pocket  . . . Royal  A.  Baker, 
retired  police  censor,  was  a Filmrow  vis- 
itor— electioneering  . . . Jack  Haley  has 
become  a salesmanager  for  Jam  Handy, 
while  Don  Widlund  returns  to  Detroit  to 
take  Jack’s  former  post — in  charge  of  dis- 
tribution . . . Joe  Daly,  who  used  to  man- 
age the  Loop  and  lately  Butterfield  man- 
ager at  Jackson,  Mich.,  is  new  manager 
of  the  Esquire  at  Grosse  Pointe  for  Mike 
Chargot  . . . Art  Black,  ex-Esquire  mana- 
ger, returns  to  the  circuit  office,  and 
Chargot  can  turn  over  some  of  his  own 
responsibility  to  Black. 

Buddy  Fields,  assistant  business  agent 
of  the  Musicians’  Union,  has  been  ill  ..  . 
Paul  William  Georggeau,  former  radio 
script  writer,  has  joined  the  slidefilm  edi- 
torial staff  of  Jam  Handy  . . . Joe  Ellul 
of  the  Empress  and  Regal,  flying  back 
from  New  York,  has  the  air  jitters  after 
that  last  crackup  . . . Edgar  E.  Kirchner, 
manager  of  the  Family,  is  an  uncle  of 
the  newly-elected  lieutenant-governor, 
Frarik  Murphy  (not  to  be  confused  with 
the  supreme  court  justice)  . . . Matthew 
W.  Yore,  the  policeman  who  captured 
two  bandits  looting  the  safe  of  the  Alger, 
has  received  a departmental  citation  for 
his  feat  . . . Tom  Moule  and  Dave  New- 
man got  the  O.  K.  from  the  City  Council 
for  new  front  on  the  Pasadena. 

Mary  Pickford  and  Buddy  Rogers 
stopped  here  briefly  en  route  to  Toronto 
. . . Charlie  Gentry,  film  critic  of  the 
Detroit  Times,  was  the  guest  of  Katharine 
Hepburn  for  a hamburger  at  the  private 
screening  of  “Escape”  at  UDT’s  projection 
room  . . . Carl  Shalit,  Columbia  district 
manager,  flying  to  Tucson  for  the  pre- 
miere of  “Arizona.” 

Hal  Burriss  has  been  up  north  chasing 
deer  with  a bow  and  arroiv  . . . Frank 
Wetsman  also  upstate  hunting  with  the 
same  weapons,  the  old  Robin  Hood  . . . 
Jim  West  is  taking  hot  milk  for  lunch — 
going  to  Texas  in  February  . . . Howard 
Craven  of  Exhibitors  Service  has  post- 
poned his  Florida  trip  till  January  1.  He’ll 
be  selling  newspapers  for  the  Goodfellows. 

Frank  J.  Downey,  M-G-M  manager,  re- 
ceived a plaque  as  winner  in  Leo’s  sum- 
mer championship  contest  . . . Mac  and 
Sol  Krim  meeting  in  Art  Robinson’s  pre- 
mium office  . . . Ralph  R.  Raskin  and 
party  over  to  see  “Escape”  at  the  UA  . . . 
Bill  Flemion,  Variety  welfare  chairman, 
wants  an  old  overcoat,  about  size  40,  for 
a worthy  and  needy  showman. 


WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Ben  Lefkowitz  is  busy  operating  the 
candy  stand  at  Bud  Harris’  new  house  at 
Keego  Harbor. 


“Bomb  Shelter"  to  Warner 
Hollywood  — Warner  has  purchased 
“Bomb  Shelter,”  a story  by  Ben  Markson. 
Action,  laid  in  a London  bomb  shelter, 
takes  place  during  a single  night.  Mark- 
son  will  adapt  his  story  for  Producer  Wil- 
liam Jacobs. 
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Ordinance  Changes 
Hearing  Nov.  20 


Pittsburgh — City  council  hearing  on  the 
proposed  drastic  changes  to  the  motion 
picture  ordinance,  as  sought  by  Lawrence 
J.  Katz,  international  representative  of  the 
lATSE,  has  been  set  for  November  20  at 
2 p.  m.  Many  groups,  representing  thou- 
sands of  persons  affected,  wiil  have  spokes- 
men as  the  film  ordinance  is  debated. 

One  section  of  the  ordinance  provides 
that  only  operators  licensed  by  the  city 
upon  payment  of  a $2  examination  fee 
and  $10  license  fee  would  be  permitted  to 
exhibit  films  at  assemblies  outside  the 
home.  Penalty  is  $100  fine  or  30  days  in 
jail. 

Among  those  protesting  was  Dr.  Gustave 
P.  Berg,  of  St.  John’s  General  Hospital, 
who  charged  the  ordinance  would  greatly 
handicap  the  medical  profession.  Others 
protesting  include  the  American  Cinema 
League,  Pittsburgh  Amateur  Cinema  Club, 
Allegheny  County  Sportsmen’s  League, 
Izaak  Walton  League,  Pennsylvania 
Sportsmen’s  Luncheon  Club,  Mellon  Insti- 
tute, Chamber  of  Commerce,  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
Board  of  Education,  Community  Fund 
Committee,  various  church  groups,  Pitts- 
burgh Advertising  Club,  and  the  Bureau 
of  Recreation  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh. 

Va,  Exhibitor  Wins 
Legislative  Seat 

Ronceverte,  W.  Va. — J.  C.  (Jim)  Shank- 
lin,  one  of  West  Virginia’s  best  known  ex- 
hibitors, has  been  elected  to  the  House 
of  Delegates  from  Greenbrier  county. 

Shanklin,  a Democrat,  who  is  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  West  Virginia  Managers’  Ass’n, 
affiliated  with  the  MPTOA,  was  victorious 
in  his  legislative  fight  in  a decisive  man- 
ner, polling  4,112  more  votes  than  his 
nearest  Republican  opponent. 

Operator  of  the  Shanklin  Grand,  Ron- 
ceverte, and  the  Greenbrier,  Charleston, 
he  is  the  first  exhibitor  to  represent  his 
county  and  state  government  in  many 
years. 

Neely,  W.  Va„  Governor 
To  Name  Successor 

Fairmont,  W.  Va. — Governor-Elect  Mat- 
thew Mansfield  Neely  of  West  Virginia, 
who  has  two  years  of  his  Senate  term  left, 
states  that  he  expects  to  appoint  his  suc- 
cessor when  he  steps  out  next  January. 
Sponsor  of  the  two  Neely  bills,  to  outlaw 
compulsory  block  booking  and  blind  buy- 
ing of  films  and  to  divorce  producers-dis- 
tributors  from  exhibition.  Senator  Neely, 
Democrat,  won  the  governorship  of  the 
Mountain  State  by  a wide  margin.  Thirty 
years  in  politics,  the  governor-elect  was 
one  of  the  earliest  advocates  of  a third 
term  for  the  President.  Neely  will  be  West 
Virginia’s  twenty-first  governor. 


AID  Cards  Mailed 

Pittsburgh — Duplicate  Allied  Informa- 
tion Department  product  survey  cards 
were  mailed  this  week  to  theatres  in  the 
local  film  distributing  territory  by  the 
AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.  The  exhibitor  is  to  re- 
turn one  of  these  after  it  is  filled  out  and 
is  to  file  the  second  card  for  his  own  use, 
according  to  Fred  J.  Herrington,  secre- 
tary of  the  exhibitor  association.  Copies 
of  the  September  survey  are  available  at 
the  AMP'TO  office. 


P III  T T S B CJ  K G 1IHI[ 


^ITY  theatre  executives  should  find  much 
interest  in  the  interesting  suggestion  of 
Joseph  J.  Gumberg,  downtown  reai  es- 
tate broker.  With  100,000  fewer  persons 
entering  the  Golden  'Triangle  daily  now 
than  ten  years  ago  the  rehabilitation  of 
this  section  is  one  of  our  most  important 
locai  problems.  Gumberg  wants  to  keep 
the  stores  open  in  the  evening,  suggesting 
11  a.  m.  for  opening  time  and  8 p.  m. 
for  closing  time.  Others  suggest  that  the 
most  contributing  factor  to  the  revival  of 
busme'js  downtown  would  be  the  construc- 
tion of  an  express  highway  into  the  Goiden 
Triangle  from  east  of  Wilkinsburg. 

A new  ice  skating  rink  has  been  opened 
in  Greensburg  by  J.  A.  Maddas  and  Frank 
Ognihene  . . . Sympathy  to  Rose  Leib- 
hart,  booker  at  the  Warner  exchange, 
whose  father  died  last  week  . . . The 
America7i  people  are  losing  their  liberties, 
quotes  the  Sun-Telegraph;  "If  you  think 
the  charge  is  ridiculous,  po7ider  this  as  a 
symptom  of  the  trend  of  the  times:  City 
council  is  C07isidering  an  ordmance  to 
prohibit  amateur  motio7i  picture  photogra- 
phers from  showing  their  films  except  in 
their  ow7i  homes  U7iless  they  are  lice7ised 
movie  operators.” 

Clark  Smith  of  National  Theatre  Supply 
licked  a blood-poisoning  infection  this 
week.  Troubie  started  when  he  was  lacing 
a screen  and  cut  a finger  . . . Sympathy 
to  Harold  Cohen,  Lewistown  exhibitor, 
whose  mother  died  last  week.  Ike  Berney, 
the  veteran  showman  there,  was  one  of 
the  pallbearers  . . . Eddie  Golden,  Mono- 
gram executive,  was  here  on  business  the 
other  day  with  Mark  Goldman,  branch 
manager  . . . Nathan  M.  Katz,  who  han- 
dles legal  matters  for  the  AMPTO,  as  past 
president  of  District  3 of  the  B’nai  B’rith 
presented  American  flags  to  synagogues 
of  the  district  at  an  Armistice  Day  meet- 
ing in  Beth  Shalom  Synagogue  last  Sun- 
day. 

Ji7n  Alexa7ider  a7id  Sam  Fmeberg  were 
i7i  New  York  for  several  days  this  week 
atte7idi7ig  a regio7ial  meeting  of  Republic 
Pictures  . . . Peter  Da7ia  is  engaged  in 
a special  Universal  short  subjects  co7itest 
ivhich  exte7ids  to  December  28  . . . A7i 
Armistice  Day  visitor  was  George  Wheeler, 
former  local  film  ma7i.  who  is  7iow  booker 

Musi  Colled  Tax  on 
Student  Tickets 

Columbus — Student  tickets  are  not  ex- 
empt from  the  federal  admissions  tax,  the 
internai  revenue  department  points  out  in 
a statement  clarifying  inquiries  from  ex- 
hibitors in  this  regard. 

“Section  1,700  of  the  Internal  Revenue 
Code,’’  the  statement  declares,  “provides 
that  in  the  case  of  persons  (except  bona 
fide  employes,  municipal  officers  on  of- 
ficial business  and  children  under  12  years 
of  age)  admitted  free  or  at  reduced  rates 
under  which  an  admission  charge  is  made 
to  other  persons,  an  equivalent  tax  shall  be 
collected  based  on  the  price  so  charged  to 
such  other  persons  for  the  same  or  similar 
accommodations. 

“The  setting  aside  of  a certain  section 
for  students  does  not  operate  to  exempt 
the  student  from  the  tax.” 


for  the  Lichtman  chain  of  24  theatres  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  . . . Sam  Neaman, 
Natro7ia  exhibitor,  se7ids  a post  card  from 
Miami  Beach,  where  he  hopes  to  regain 
his  health. 

All  but  one  exchange  was  closed  Armis- 
tice Day,  although  most  of  the  bookers 
were  on  hand  in  case  of  possible  missouts, 
and  a few  exhibitors  showed  up  to  pick 
up  shows  and  advertising  . . . We  saw 
Bill  Leibler,  Dave  Barnholtz  and  George 
Josack  on  the  Avenue  viewing  the  Armis- 
tice Day  parade,  and  among  the  marchers 
the  oniy  one  of  the  industry  we  noticed 
was  Jack  Rainey,  former  film  man  and 
exhibitor,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Dis- 
abled American  Veterans  division  . . . Vin- 
cent Choate,  manager  of  Shea’s  Orpheum, 
McKees  Rocks,  has  been  promoted  to 
Bradford,  Pa.,  where  he  will  manage  two 
Shea  houses. 

Herb  Gree7iblatt,  RKO  ma7iager,  is  es- 
pecially enthused  with  "Too  Ma7iy  Girls” 
and  the  7iew  Prof.  Kay  Kyser  fihn,  "You’ll 
Fi7id  Out,”  which  he  believes  will  be  rec- 
ord breakers  . . . A.  J.  Wyant,  ma7iager 
of  Ken7iywood  Park  for  14  years,  has  re- 
sig7ied  to  become  associated  with  the 
Ca7npbell  Tra7isportation  Co.  a7id  he  has 
bee7i  succeeded  by  his  former  assistant, 
Carl  E.  He7ininger  . . . Clair  E.  Meeder, 
i7icumbe7it,  James  Comoroda  and  Art  Giles 
are  candidates  for  the  presidency  of  the 
musicians  union.  Local  60  . . . "Forbidden 
Adventure”  and  "Horrors  of  War”  are  in 
their  sixth  week  at  the  Art  Cmema.  At- 
traction previous  to  this  show  was  "The 
Burning  Questi07i”  which  played  for  17 
weeks. 

Si  Feld  is  now  an  RKO  sales  representa- 
tive at  the  Cleveland  branch,  having  suc- 
ceeded Leo  Cantor,  formeriy  of  UA  here, 
who  has  taken  Feid’s  former  post  as  local 
main  line  salesman  for  Universal  . . . Sick 
fund  of  the  Fihn  Exchange  Employes 
Union  Locai  B-11  will  benefit  from  a 
Bingo  party  Saturday  evening,  November 
30,  at  the  Eagles  No.  76,  431  Third  Ave- 
nue . . . Ladies  Theatrical  Club  was  in 
charge  of  the  family  night  party  in  the 
Variety  Club,  November  15.  Archie  Fine- 
man  will  be  King  for  the  .Day  at  the  No- 
vember 18  dinner  . . . The  lion  cub  pre- 
sented to  John  H.  Harris  by  M-G-M  is  now 
one  of  the  added  attractions  at  Johnny’s 
Gardens  sports  arena. 

Guy  Oglietti,  Leechburg,  has  been  upset 
because  of  no7i-delivery  of  a new  car,  but 
it  should  be  m service  by  the  time  this 
paper  reaches  him  . . . Lew  Lefto7i  is  very 
pleased  with  his  PRC  product  and  an- 
7iou7ices  these  releases:  "The  Devil  Bat" 
with  Bela  Lugosi,  December  6;  "Billy  the 
Kid’s  Gun  Justice”  with  Bob  Steele,  De- 
cember 13;  "Misbehaving  Husbands,”  De- 
cember 20;  "You  Betcha  My  Life”  with 
He7iry  Armetta,  December  27;  "Lone  Rider 
No.  1”  with  George  Housto7i,  a?id  "Secret 
Evide7ice,”  January  3;  "Never  Say  No” 
with  the  Glamour  Girls,  January  17  . . . We 
stopped  at  the  new  Pitt,  Bedford,  the  other 
day  and  found  a fine  theatre.  H.  R.  Crom- 
well was  away  at  the  time,  visitmg  in  West 
Virginia. 


Metro  Buys  Hilton's  Newest 

Hollywood  — James  Hilton’s  newest 
novel,  “Random  Harvest,”  has  been  pur- 
chased by  Metro.  The  author,  now  under 
contract  to  the  studio,  will  do  the  script 
when  his  current  assignment  on  “Mrs. 
Miniver”  is  completed. 
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BRESSLER,  chief  accountant 
'^over  at  the  Paramount  exchange,  will 
be  donning  a uniform  and  exchanging 
his  adding  machine  for  a gun  most  any 
day  now.  Bressler,  who  also  is  president 
of  the  Paramount  Pep  Club,  holds  Number 
67  in  the  order  of  conscription  drawing 
. . . Sam  Deutsch,  for  many  years  owner 
of  the  Sun  Theatre  in  this  city,  has  moved 
to  Warren  where  he  is  keeping  his  eye 
on  the  ball,  as  it  were.  Deutsch  has  a 
bowling  alley  in  Warren  with  20  alleys. 
Edward  Bleier,  his  associate,  has  taken 
over  Deutsch’s  interests  in  the  Sun 
Theatre. 

Bill  BeJinett,  formerly  with  Associated 
Circuit  as  manager  of  the  Union  Square 
Theatre  and  more  recently  an  automobile 
salesman,  died  last  week  at  the  home  of 
his  mother  in  Akron  of  a heart  ailment. 
Surviving,  m addition  to  his  mother  are 
his  wife  and  son. 

Dick  Miller,  United  Artists  salesman, 
has  an  excellent  reason  for  remembering 
election  day.  For  on  that  day  Mrs.  Miller 
(Birdie  Horwitz)  presented  him  with  a 
son,  bringing  the  total  up  to  one  girl  and 
two  boys.  The  newest  arrival  is  also  the 
grandson  of  M.  B.  Horwitz,  general  mana- 
ger of  the  Washington  circuit. 

Cleveland,  Pittsburgh  and  Cincinnati, 
all  in  Universal  district  manager  Dave 
Miller’s  district,  were  the  three  leading 
offices  in  the  country  in  the  recently  con- 
cluded Universal  Early  Bird  Sales  Contest 
. . . Ira  Becksted,  business  manager  of 
Film  E77iployes  u7iio7i  B-b  ever  smce  its 
i7icepti07i,  has  resig7ied  because  he  did 
not  have  the  twie  to  give  to  the  job. 

Louis  Josserand,  patent  holder  of  the 
Josserand  Drive-In  Theatre,  was  in  town 
last  week  visiting  with  Herbert  Ochs  and 
Col.  Harry  E.  Long.  Also  visiting  Oclrs 
last  week  were  Charles  Kranz  and  Norman 
Elson,  president  and  sales  manager  for 
Select  Attractions,  Inc.,  whose  product  Ochs 
distributes  in  the  Cleveland,  Cincinnati 
and  Indianapolis  territory. 

War7ier  theatre  district  managers  Dick 
Wright,  Frank  Harpster  a7id  Ray  Brow7i 
met  here  last  Mo7iday  to  C07ifer  with  Zone 
Ma7iager  Nat  Wolf,  Ma7i7iy  Pearlstem  of 
the  publicity  department,  and  the  bookers 
regarding  holiday  shows  at  the  War7ier 
theatres  in  the  zone  . . . For  the  be7iefit 
of  Matt  Good7na7i’s  many  frie7ids  who 
will  want  to  drop  hUn  a line,  7iow  that  he 
is  co7ivalescing , his  address  is  1007  Lake 
Ave.,  Clevela7id. 

Paramount’s  “The  World  in  Flames,’’ 
which  was  passed  by  the  Ohio  censors 
without  an  elimination,  goes  into  the  Lake 
Theatre  for  a run  . . . Palace  Theatre, 
Youngstown,  broke  a custom  when  it  held 
“North  West  Mounted  Police’’  for  two 
weeks  at  advanced  admission  prices. 

Want  to  know  who  Yehudi  is?  Ask  Al 
Gregg  or  Leonard  Mishkind  over  at  the 
Republic  excha7ige.  They  say  they  know 
the  answer  . . . Jack  Pmdat,  supervisor 
of  Republic  exchanges,  is  spending  a few 
weeks  in  the  Cleveland  Republic  office. 

Frank  Drew,  M-G-M  branch  manager, 
and  Mrs.  Drew  were  called  to  Dearborn, 
Mich.,  last  Friday  by  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Drew’s  mother,  Mrs.  Minnie  Miller.  Mrs. 
Miller  was  75  years  old. 

(Continued  on  page  52) 


Cleveland  Library  Shows 
Film  Aids  in  New  York 


Cleveland — Aids  to  the  appreciation  of 
motion  pictm'es  available  at  the  Cleveland 
Public  Library  were  shown  in  a series  of 
panel  displays  at  the  National  Board  of 
Review  meeting  in  New  York  City  No- 
vember 14-16. 

Mrs.  R.  K.  Jones,  president  of  the  Cleve- 
land Cinema  Club,  which  uses  much  of 
the  film  resources  at  the  library,  exhibit- 
ed the  panels. 

The  panels,  designed  by  A.  C.  Young, 
curator  of  exhibits,  and  Fred  L.  Myers, 
director  of  public  relations  at  the  library, 
show  the  complete  information  carried 
on  each  picture,  such  as  a review  of  the 
picture,  stills  of  the  stars,  printed  matter 
on  the  filming,  biographies  of  the  stars, 
pictures  of  directors  and  producers  to- 
gether with  their  biographies  and  the 
books  upon  which  the  picture  was  based. 

One  of  the  new  motion  picture  posters 
on  display  was  designed  by  Young  and 
Myers  and  has  been  adopted  as  a national 
exploitation  feature  by  a major  produc- 
ing company. 


Lee  Goldberg  Moves  PRC 
Quarters  to  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Lee  Goldberg,  PRC  fran- 
chise owner  for  the  Cleveland,  Pittsburgh, 
Detroit,  Cincinnati  and  Indianapolis  terri- 
tories, has  moved  to  Cleveland  and  is  now 
located  at  2112  Payne  Avenue  during  the 
daytime  and  in  Shaker  Heights  at  other 
times. 

Jay  M.  Goldberg,  his  son,  has  taken  over 
the  position  of  office  manager  and  booker 
leavdng  Bernard  Rubin,  branch  manager, 
free  to  pursue  all  sales  possibilities.  Vera 
Diamond  has  been  promoted  to  cashier  and 
Gertrude  Launer  has  been  added  to  the 
secretarial  force. 

Goldberg  whose  confidence  in  the  PRC 
product  is  reflected  in  the  fine  new  ex- 
change he  has  established  in  the  Film 
Bldg.,  while  maintaining  his  headquarters 
in  Cleveland  will  make  periodic  visits  to 
his  other  branches. 


Over  a Thousand  Attend 
Variety  Election  Party 

Cleveland — More  than  a thousand  peo- 
ple attended  the  Variety  Club  election 
party.  The  crowd  overflowed  the  club 
rooms  as  well  as  the  Allerton  Hotel  ball- 
room which  had  been  leased  for  the  oc- 
casion. Election  returns  came  in  over  a 
special  UP  wire  with  M.  B.  Horwitz  read- 
ing the  returns  and  handing  out  cigars 
in  honor  of  his  newest  grandson  wha  ar- 
rived earlier  in  the  day.  Big  excitement 
of  the  evening  was  when  Aaron  Wayne, 
film  salesman  formerly  with  Grand  Na- 
tional, was  announced  winner  of  the 
$1,000  award. 


Rob  in  Columbus 

Columbus,  Ohio  — While  hundreds  of 
theatre  goers  crowded  East  State  Street 
last  Wednesday,  a bandit,  his  hand 
pocketed  as  though  concealing  a gun, 
robbed  the  cashier  of  the  Grand  Theatre 
of  $45.  About  two  years  ago  the  same 
theatre  was  held  up  by  bandits  who  ob- 
tained approximately  $250,  police  records 
show. 


CIMCMMMATII 

LOUIS  WIETHE,  owner  of  the  Westwood, 

Bond  and  Kentucky  theatres,  has  pur- 
chased the  20-year  lease  of  the  new  Rose- 
lawn,  from  Maurice  Chase.  Henry  Wie- 
man,  formerly  assistant  manager  at  the 
Bond,  will  manage  the  new  venture.  The 
theatre  was  erected  by  A.  H.  Harris. 

James  Partlow,  grandfather  of  Jimmy 
Partlow  of  War7ier  Bros.,  died  at  the 
age  of  87,  as  a result  of  pneumonia,  fol- 
lowi7ig  a7i  operation. 

Fire  leveled  John  PoweU’s  Matoaka,  at 
Matoaka,  W.  Va.  Building  operations  will 
begin  immediately  according  to  report  and 
the  new  house  is  expected  to  be  opened  in 
about  three  months. 

Paramou7it’s  Lillia7i  Montague  is  vaca- 
tio7ii7ig.  Bill  Meier  has  stepped  irito  Nat 
Kapla7i’s  shoes  m this  exchange. 

E.  M.  Booth,  M-G-M,  departed  for 
Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  was  one  of 
the  speaker  guests  at  the  Victory  dinner 
of  the  Washington  exchange.  Booth  will 
go  on  to  New  York  before  returning  to 
the  local  office. 

Lester  Rose7ifeld  stopped  off  at  the  Row 
071  his  way  to  Chicago,  where  he  will  in- 
spect some  prize  live  stock.  Rosenfeld, 
besides  his  theatrical  interests,  is  a breeder 
of  thoroughbred  cattle,  a7id  noted  for  his 
collectio7i  of  high  bred  pigs. 

John  Allen,  Warner  auditor,  left  Cin- 
cinnati following  several  weeks’  stay.  Gene 
Hensley  and  Aixh  Clemons,  Black  Dia- 
mond circuit,  flew  in  from  W.  Va.  Jerry 
Marks,  Universal,  made  one  of  his  rare 
visits  to  the  local  exchange  . . . Stephen 
Lang,  whose  Liberty  at  Whiteville  suf- 
fered loss  by  fire,  expects  to  resume  opera- 
tions in  three  months. 

All  Filmrow  observed  Armistice  Day  and 
all  exchanges  closed,  a departure  from 
the  usual  procedure  for  past  years  . . . 
Bob  McNabb,  M-G-M,  celebrated  his 
birthday  rece7itly  a7id  the  exchange  also 
celebrated,  prese7iti7ig  Bob  with  a huge 
birthday  cake  . . . Jeanette  MacD07iald, 
Metro  star,  appeared  here  at  Music  Hall 
i7i  a co7icert  tour  November  13-14. 

Bud  Weigel,  M-G-M,  has  announced 
his  approaching  marriage  to  Miss  Kay 
Richardson,  November  20  . . . James  Grady 
jr.,  son  of  J.  J.  Grady,  20th-Fox,  was  a 
recent  Saturday  morning  visitor  at  the 
exchange. 

Nat  Kaplan,  Producers  Releasing  Corp., 
announces  their  latest  release,  “The  Devil 
Bat,”  will  be  ready  by  December  2.  Lee 
Goldberg,  who  has  charge  of  the  Cleve- 
land office,  exercised  his  right  of  fran- 
chise before  leaving,  and  moved  the  day 
the  family  voted. 

Mary  Pickford  and  Buddy  Rogers  ar- 
rived in  Cincinnati  November  7 where  Miss 
Pickford  completed  the  forming  of  a new 
concern  to  manufacture  beauty  aids.  Wil- 
liam A.  Albers,  prominent  grocer,  is  presi- 
dent of  the  new  venture,  with  Mary  serv- 
ing as  vice-president.  A feature  of  the 
visit  was  a party  to  a group  of  school  chil- 
dren who  happened  to  be  visiting  the  air- 
port when  the  stars  arrived. 
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Sluckeys  Entertain 
Filmites  in  Everett 


Everett,  Pa. — A number  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Pilmrow  boys  and  girls  and  exhibi- 
tor friends  whooped  it  up  here  the  other 
evening  at  the  grand  reopening  of  the 
newly  remodeled  Stuckey  Theatre.  Ace 
Stuckey  and  his  brother,  John  J.  Stuckey, 
were  hosts  at  the  theatre  and  at  their 
night  club.  The  house,  originally  opened 
by  them  in  1923,  has  been  extensively  mod- 
ernized and  decorated,  and  new  fixtures, 
equipment,  front  and  marquee  installed. 
John  “Bo-Peep”  Robinson,  booker  and  as- 
sistant manager,  was  active  in  welcoming 
guests. 

Following  the  theatre  rededication  and 
a welcome  by  Ace  Stuckey,  the  industry 
folks  adjourned  next  door  to  the  night 
club.  In  addition  to  the  regular  floor 
show,  additional  entertainment  was  fur- 
nished by  “the  boys.”  Harry  Seed,  War- 
ner branch  manager;  his  son,  Martin 
Seed,  of  Berio  Vending  Co.;  Lew  Lefton, 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.  manager;  Sam- 
my Steinberg,  stories;  Ray  Allison  and 
Morris  Finkel  were  among  the  impromptu 
“entertainers.” 

Among  those  present  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lou  Hanna  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hymen  M. 
Wheeler,  Republic  Pictures;  David  Kimel- 
man.  Paramount  manager;  Saul  Perilman, 
Monogram;  Walter  Dyck,  Superior  Sup- 
ply; F.  D.  “Dinty”  Moore,  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures;  Art  Levy  and  George  Tice,  Co- 
lumbia; Milton  Brauman,  M-G-M;  Leo 
Cantor,  Universal;  Jack  Judd,  Judd  Pos- 
ter Service;  Fred  Lovell,  Premium  Promo- 
tions; Ed  Morton  and  Newt  Williams,  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply;  William  Scott, 
United  Artists;  W.  A.  V.  Mack,  NSS- Ac- 
cessories; Clark  Fairman,  Artkraft  Signs; 
Lewis  Mack,  eastern  district  manager  Hol- 
lywood Amusements;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam ZeVan,  ZeVan  Studios,  and  Exhibi- 
tors Bill  and  Harry  Walker,  Crafton;  Alex 
S.  Moore,  Morris  Finkel,  and  Carl  Poke, 
Pittsburgh;  Paul  O.  Klingler,  Lewistown; 
Joe  Shapiro,  Mt.  Union;  Charles  Szewczyk, 
Boswell,  and  Ray  Allison,  Cresson;  Bob 
Klingensmith,  Boxoffice.  John  S.  Stahl, 
Homestead,  arrived  late  and  missed  the 
fun. 

Klinger  stated  that  he  was  represent- 
ing Harold  Cohen  and  Ike  Berney,  Lewis- 
town  exhibitors,  who  had  planned  to  at- 
tend the  celebration,  but  cancelled  such 
intentions  when  the  Embassy  Theatre  own- 
er’s mother,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Cohen,  died  in 
Lewistown  Hospital  that  morning. 


Educators  Discuss  Films 

CoLxiMBus — Second  conference  on  edu- 
cational films  is  set  for  November  19-20 
on  the  Ohio  State  University  campus. 
Confab,  sponsored  jointly  by  the  National 
Association  of  Teachers  of  English,  and 
the  university  photography  department 
and  bureau  of  educational  research,  is 
directed  by  Dr.  Edgar  Dale  of  the  school. 
Selected  for  clinic  studies  are  Pare  Lo- 
rentz’s  “The  City,”  and  the  “Denver 
Films.” 


Open  Horror  Season 

Detroit — Local  horror  season  opened 
early,  with  the  Cinema  booking  in  a pair 
of  weirdies  from  Monogram,  Bela  Lu- 
gosi in  “The  Human  Monster”  and  Boris 
Karloff  in  “The  Ape.” 


United  Artists  Leads 
Film  Bowling  League 


Detroit — United  Artists  has  gained  a 
clear  lead  in  the  Film  Bowling  League. 
High  roller  of  the  week  was  Ray  Cloud, 
with  a 233,  to  set  the  second-high  record 
of  the  season.  The  boys  aren’t  rolling 
high,  with  Lou  Metzger’s  201,  the  only 
other  200  score  recorded.  Standings: 


Team — 

Won 

Lost 

United  Artists  

17 

7 

Film  Truck  

13 

11 

Monogram  

i:5 

11 

lleiMiblic  

13 

11 

Fox  Film  

12 

12 

Film  Drug:  

11 

13 

Amiiseineiit  Suppi..  

10 

14 

(’ooperative  

17 

Three  Tied  for  Top  in 
Nightingale  League 

Detroit — Three  teams  are  tied  for  top 
honors  in  the  Nightingale  Club’s  bowling 
league.  Standings: 


Team — Won  I^omt 

L.orenzen  Flower  .Shop 15  9 

Amusement  Supply  Co 15  9 

National  Theatre  Supply 15  9 

McArthur’s  Motioffraph  14  10 

National  Carbon  Co 12  12 

Ernie  Forbes  9 15 

McArthur  9 15 

Brenkert  Projectors  7 17 


High  games  were  rolled  by  W.  Swistak, 
223,  and  F.  Light,  200,  while  M.  Haskin 
rolled  up  the  high  triplet  of  543. 


Councilman  Inaugurates 
Opening  of  the  Town 

Detroit — Opening  of  the  Town  Thea- 
tre (formerly  Orchestra  Hall)  as  a pic- 
ture theatre  by  Sam  Carver  was  marked 
by  a preview  at  which  Eugene  Van  Ant- 
werp, city  councilman,  gave  a congratu- 
latory speech  officially  inaugurating  the 
house.  Name  of  the  theatre,  incidentally, 
is  the  same  as  that  originally  chosen  by 
David  Flayer  for  his  Alvin. 

Booking  of  “Pastor  Hall”  as  the  open- 
ing attraction  sets  a policy  of  exploita- 
tion films  as  the  opening  keynote.  Sec- 
ond feature  on  the  double  bill  is  “Melody 
and  Moonlight,”  with  Jerry  Colonna. 


^HE  usual  peace  and  quiet  of  the  Ken- 

tucky  Hotel  lobby  was  disturbed  one 
night  last  week,  and  upon  investigation 
it  was  discovered  that  it  was  only  Milton 
Kruger  of  United  Artists  and  Carl  Mock 
of  Universal  having  their  usual  midweek 
argument  . . . Charlie  Krebs  of  Fourth 
Avenue  Amusements  is  still  the  town’s 
most  eligible  bachelor  . . . Robert  Shrader, 
known  to  his  pals  as  Sherlock  Holmes 
because  of  his  ever-present  pipe,  seen 
about  wearing  a broader  grin  than  usual. 
Reason:  A fat  cash  award  at  the  Elk’s 
Club  Bingo. 

Thompson’s  Fourth  & Walnut  Restau- 
rant is  taking  on  the  air  of  a film  center 
every  week-day  around  noon.  Seen  re- 
cently at  the  round-table  discussions  were 
Henry  Reese,  Amusement  Enterprises; 
Louis  Steurle,  Broadway  Amusements: 
William  Metzger,  Rex;  Clarence  Steurle, 
Baxter;  A.  B.  McCoy,  Strand;  Eddie  Hu- 
ber, Charlie  Krebs,  Dennis  Long  and  Fred 


"Dictalor"  Has  Record 
Opening  in  Cleveland 


Cleveland — To  Cleveland,  according  to 
word  from  Loew  officials,  goes  the  honor 
of  the  best  opening  of  “The  Great  Dicta- 
tor” of  any  city  in  the  country  with  the 
exception  of  New  York  and  Chicago. 

Opening  on  a Friday,  “The  Great  Dicta- 
tor” did  more  business  over  the  weekend 
at  Loew’s  Stillman  than  “GWTW”  did  at 
the  same  house  over  the  same  period.  While 
it  did  not  pile  up  the  gross  for  the  week 
that  “GWTW”  did,  it  came  within  ten  per 
cent  of  the  “GWTW”  take,  and  that  was 
no  mean  achievement. 

Admission  prices  for  the  two  produc- 
tions were  identical.  But  whereas 
“GWTW”  played  a reserved  policy  at 
night,  doing  three  shows  a day,  “The 
Great  Dictator”  is  playing  six  shows  daily 
on  a continuous  policy. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  the  success  of 
the  opening  goes  to  Ted  Teschner,  mana- 
ger of  Loew’s  Stillman.  Teschner  planted 
stories  in  every  department  of  the  leading 
daily  newspapers,  and  advance  stories 
from  the  critics  following  their  trek  to 
the  Pittsburgh  opening  which  preceded 
the  Cleveland  opening  by  one  week. 

Leading  society  people  attended  the 
Stillman  opening  as  guests  of  Loew’s, 
and  this  story  got  space  in  the  society 
columns.  Elinore  Claridge,  in  her  local 
chit-chat  column  entitled  “Mainstreet 
Meditations,”  one  of  the  most  popular 
columns  of  town  doings,  gave  the  picture 
some  personal  squibs.  William  McDermott, 
drama  critic  of  the  Plain  Dealer,  went 
into  the  technique  of  the  picture  to  great 
length,  and  the  classified  sections  con- 
tributed their  share  of  publicity  with  tie- 
ups. 

Manager  Teschner  predicts  a three-week 
run  of  “The  Great  Dictator”  at  the  Still- 
man. 


Revamp  in  Erie,  Pa. 

Erie,  Pa. — Frank  Fairgraves’  Regent 
and  B.  G.  Neyland’s  Folly  are  sporting 
modernized  marquees  and  other  improve- 
ments. 


Dolle,  Fourth  Avenue  Amusements;  Jack 
Boswell,  Uptown,  along  with  Thomas  P. 
McHugh  and  Stoner  Hadden  of  Falls  City 
Theatre  Equipment. 


Projection  equipment  has  been  installed 
in  St.  Martin’s  Auditorium,  Siberia,  Ind., 
by  Father  C.  A.  Sahm.  Regular  shows 
are  to  be  given  for  the  benefit  of  the 
parishioners  . . . Twentieth  Century-Fox’s 
“Down  Argentine  Way”  is  going  into  a 
fourth  week  here  . . . Warner’s  “Knute 
Rockne”  currently  showing  at  the  local 
Mary  Anderson  and,  incidentally,  held  over 
for  a third  week. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dudley  M.  Williston  of 
Indianapolis  were  in  town  for  the  opening 
of  their  New  Palace,  operated  by  A.  Ed- 
ward Campbell  . . . Dr.  J.  B.  Cornn  of  the 
Gaines,  Pineville,  was  in  town  for  the 
annual  Kentucky -Georgia  Tech  football 
classic. 
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Stahls  Open  New  House 
In  Homestead  Park 


Pittsburgh  — The  newly  constructed 
Park,  in  Homestead  Park,  Munhall,  was 
opened  last  Thursday  evening,  revealing 
a comfortable  and  modern  neighborhood 
theatre,  seating  650.  All  equipment  and 
fixtures  were  furnished  by  National  Thea- 
tre Supply  Co.  Estimated  cost  is  around 
$40,000.  The  Park  is  the  third  unit  of  the 
John  E.  Stahl  theatres.  The  veteran 
Homestead  exhibitor’s  son,  Robert  Stahl, 
is  manager  of  the  new  Munhall  house. 
John  S.  Stahl,  another  son,  continues  as 
manager  of  the  Stahl  and  Elite,  Home- 
stead. 

Sunday  motion  pictures  were  approved 
last  week  by  Munhall  voters,  and  the  Park 
will  operate  daily  in  the  future,  with  four 
changes  of  program  planned  each  week. 

Friends  in  the  industry  who  attended 
the  opening  of  the  Park  were  L.  J.  Katz 
of  the  lATSE  and  Mrs.  Katz;  Julie  Apel, 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.;  Charles 
Thonson,  Altec;  Abe  Weiner,  United  Art- 
ists; Saal  Gottlieb,  M-G-M;  Richard 
Lange,  RKO;  S.  David  Lefton,  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  Hanna 
and  Hymen  M.  Wheeler,  Republic;  Davie 
Rosenfeld,  National  Screen  Accessories; 
Joe  Gins,  Columbia;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Barnholtz,  Universal;  Bob  McCalmont, 
Rialto,  Mt.  Oliver,  and  Bob  Klingensmith, 
Boxoffice. 


Ashland,  Ohio,  Municipal 
Bldg,  to  Have  Theatre 

Ashland,  Ohio— The  city  of  Ashland  is 
virtually  assured  a new  municipal  build- 
ing, which  will  house  a modern  theatre,  as 
the  result  of  the  recent  election  at  which 
time  voters  approved  a bond  issue  of  $230,- 
000  to  finance  the  project. 

Highest  of  four  bids  for  25-year  lease 
on  the  proposed  theatre  has  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  Ohio  Amusement  and  Vend- 
ing Co.  of  Cleveland,  which  would  aggre- 
gate $303,000.  Second  highest  bid  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  Belpik  Corp.  of  Cleveland, 
a subsidiary  of  the  Schine  Enterprises, 
which  holds  the  present  lease  on  the  thea- 
tre auditorium.  Opera  house  building,  one 
of  the  oldest  in  the  city,  will  be  razed  to 
make  way  for  the  new  structure  which 
may  be  started  this  year. 


James  Work's  Pine  Grove 
Theatre  to  Open  Soon 

Pine  Grove,  W.  Va. — An  early  December 
opening  date  is  expected  for  the  new  thea- 
tre under  construction  here  for  James 
Work,  local  exhibitor.  The  new  house  will 
have  a seating  capacity  of  480.  Building 
cost  is  around  $25,000. 

Work,  who  operates  a second  floor  thea- 
tre auditorium  here,  is  in  the  hardware 
business  in  Lumberport. 

Walter  B.  Urling,  circuit  exhibitor,  and 
his  brother,  L.  H.  Urling,  a dentist  at 
Steubenville,  Ohio,  are  constructing  a 
400-seat  theatre  in  Pine  Grove. 


Dead  End  Kids  P.  A. 

Canton,  Ohio — A group  of  the  Dead  End 
kids,  from  Hollywood,  Huntz  Hall,  Gabriel 
Dell,  Hally  Chester  and  Harris  Berger, 
along  with  two  variety  acts  and  Descamps 
band  have  been  playing  district  motion 
picture  houses  with  success.  They  re- 
cently appeared  at  the  Windsor  here,  and 
the  Sixth  Street  Theatre  in  Coshocton. 


(Continued  from  page  50) 

Center  Theatre,  Youngstown,  formerly 
the  Hazelton-Dome,  opened  last  Sunday 
with  Milton  Hansberg  in  command  . . . 
George  Wakeley  of  the  Fayette  Theatre, 
Fayette,  was  a Filmrow  guest  last  week 
. . . Republic’s  “Hit  Parade  of  1941”  opened 
at  the  Palace,  Akron,  November  14  . . . 
Joe  Kauffman,  Universal  branch  manager, 
reports  that  all  leading  circuits  and  prac- 
tically all  important  spots  in  the  terri- 
tory have  closed  1940-41  product  deals. 

Katherine  Holzworth,  wife  of  Fred  Holz- 
worth,  manager  of  the  Hilliard  Square 
Theatre,  is  convalescing  following  an 
operation  at  the  Osteopathic  Hospital  . . . 
The  Steinbergs  of  Youngstown,  father  and 
son,  were  spotted  in  town  one  day  last 
week,  signing  up  for  the  new  Monogram 
product  . . . There’s  rivalry  between  the 
East  Side  and  West  Side  manager  of 
Associated  Theatres  Circuit  since  the  re- 
cent formation  of  the  East  Side-West  Side 
Bowling  Team.  The  West-Siders  have  beat 
the  East-Siders  four  times  running  and 
something  is  apt  to  happen  most  any  time 
now. 

Ed  Schumann,  former  owner  of  Exhibi- 
tors Poster  Rental,  is  back  in  town  after 
having  been  in  business  for  the  past  sev- 
eral years  in  Fort  Wayne.  He  has  been 
out  of  the  film  business  for  ten  years, 
but  if  his  present  plans  materialize,  he  ll 
soon  be  back  in  the  fold. 

Miss  Dorothy  Kaplan  has  joined  the 
Vitagraph  stenographic  corps  to  replace 
Sylvia  Chizek  who  resigned  in  favor  of 
matrimony  . . . Harold  Treat  and  Bill 
McGerry.  Variety  Theatre  ushers,  are 
now  in  the  employ  of  Uncle  Sam  . . . A.  J. 
Smith,  operator  at  the  Variety  Theatre, 
is  vacationing  in  Florida  and  Vitagraph’s 
Doris  Gould  is  back  from  Florida  where 
she  went  to  recuperate  after  an  operation. 

The  recent  death  of  Jack  Shear  is  fol- 
lowed by  several  changes  in  the  Vita- 
graph  shipping  department.  “Curly” 
Sears  is  promoted  to  head  shipper,  Joe 
Bernstein  moves  out  of  the  poster  depart- 
ment and  into  the  shipping  department, 
making  way  for  Dick  Dowdell,  son  of  UA 
booker,  Les  Dowdell,  in  the  poster  room. 

Mrs.  Emma  Schlanz  of  the  Strand  The- 
atre at  Neffs,  Ohio,  is  up  and  around 
again  and  glad  to  be  back  on  the  job 
again  looking  after  the  theatre.  Daugh- 
ter Pauline  also  is  celebrating  her  moth- 
er’s recovery  so  that  she  can  resume  her 
studies  at  Ohio  State  University. 


65-Cent  Reserved  Seats 
For  "NWMP"  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Opening  of  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  will  give  Detroit  still 
another  Paramount  innovation  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  (November  21  here). 
Event  will  be  a Thursday  midnight  open- 
ing at  the  Michigan,  which  normally 
opens  on  Fridays.  Reserved  seats  are  be- 
ing sold  for  65  cents.  Reserves  mark  an- 
other break  with  the  Michigan’s  regular 
policy. 


Assign  Richard  Wallace 
Hollywood — Richard  Wallace  will  di- 
rect Columbia’s  “A  Girl’s  Best  Friend  Is 
Wall  Street,”  to  co-feature  Franchot  Tone 
and  Joan  Bennett.  Charles  R.  Rogers  will 
produce. 


13  First  Runs  in  Detroit: 
Tops  lor  Recent  Seasons 

Detroit — Thirteen  pictures  playing  first 
run  here  currently  top  the  mark  for  re- 
cent seasons  and  emphasize  the  increas- 
ing importance  of  class  B and  indepen- 
dent product  in  feeding  the  territory  with 
an  adequate  film  supply.  The  unusual 
number  is  set  by  the  opening  of  the  Town 
Theatre  by  Sam  Carver  with  “Pastor  Hall” 
and  “Melody  and  Moonlight.” 

Only  four  of  the  films  are  holdovers — 
“Escape”  and  “Hullabaloo”  at  the  United 
Artists;  “Knute  Rockne,”  which  moved 
into  the  Palms-State  from  the  Michigan, 
and  “Spring  Parade,”  moving  into  the 
Adams  from  the  Fox. 


Plan  on  Theatre  Parking 
To  Council  in  Detroit 

Detroit — The  City  Plan  Commission 
has  brought  back  the  portion  of  the  pro- 
posed zoning  ordinance  covering  theatres 
for  modification  and  reconsideration  in 
the  city  council.  As  redrafted,  the  ordi- 
nance will  require  that  all  theatres  and 
other  public  auditoriums  provide  acces- 
sible off-street  parking  within  1,000  feet 
of  the  structure.  Parking  capacity  is  200 
square  feet  for  each  ten  seats.  Thus,  a 
1,000-seat  neighborhood  theatre  would  re- 
quire a parking  lot  of  20,000  square  feet, 
or  200  feet  of  frontage  100  feet  deep. 


De  Pascale  Dies 

Pittsburgh — Vincenzo  DePascale,  vet- 
eran film  man  and  a former  New  York 
exhibitor,  died  in  a local  hospital  last 
Friday,  November  8.  Widely  known  in  the 
local  trade  as  Vincent  Pascale,  who  han- 
dled roadshow  and  Italian  and  other  for- 
eign films,  he  was  the  victim  of  pneu- 
monia. “Vince”  was  an  actor  in  his  youth 
and  appeared  on  the  legitimate  stage  and 
in  silent  motion  pictures  of  30  years  ago. 
Funeral  was  from  the  Brusco  Home,  2007 
Fifth  Avenue. 


John  Rappold 

Columbus,  Ohio — John  Rappold,  54,  co- 
owner with  his  brother,  George  E.  Rappold 
of  the  Innis  and  Ideal  theatres  here  died 
November  6 at  the  home  of  a sister,  Mrs. 
Josephine  M.  Gaines  here.  He  had  been 
identified  with  theatre  operations  in  cen- 
tral Ohio  for  several  years.  Besides  his 
brother  and  sister,  another  brother  and 
three  sisters  survive.  Services  and  burial 
in  Columbus. 


Ronald  Schoctel 

Cleveland — Ronald  Schoctel,  45,  a char- 
ter member  of  Local  160,  lATSE,  died  Sun- 
day. For  the  past  15  years  he  was  in  the 
automobile  parts  business  and  owner  and 
manager  of  the  Royal  Auto  Products.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  Rhea;  a son,  San- 
ford; two  daughters,  Phoebe  Rose  and 
Maxine.  Also  surviving  are  two  brothers 
and  a sister. 


Building  in  Shinnston 
Shinnston,  W.  Va. — A new,  unnamed 
theatre  under  construction  here  for  the 
Princess-Rex  Corporation  will  be  ready 
for  opening  around  Thanksgiving.  Esti- 
mated cost  is  $30,000. 
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Industry  Committee  for 
Detroit  "Chest"  Drive 

Detroit — An  all-industry  committee  has 
been  appointed  by  Alex  Schreiber,  chair- 
man, to  raise  the  Amusement  Division 
quota  in  the  Detroit  Community  Fund 
drive.  It  includes:  Joseph  Lenahan,  Mills 
Mutual  Agency:  Frank  A.  Wetsman, 
W&W  Theatres;  George  Bremen,  Associ- 
ated Theatres;  Sydney  Bowman,  United 
Artists:  Moe  Dudelson,  UA  manager;  Max 
Blumenthal,  Film  Projection  Room;  Eddie 
Heiber,  Universal  manager;  Sam  Seplowin, 
Republic  manager;  Irwin  Pollard,  Repub- 
lic; John  R.  McPherson,  National  Screen 
Service;  Charles  W.  Snyder,  film  censor; 
and  Tom  McGuire,  Cooperative  Theatres. 


Michigan  Co-op  Circuit 
Closes  for  RKO  Product 

Detroit — Ned  E.  Depinet  of  RKO  Radio 
Pictures  has  announced  the  closing  of  a 
deal  with  the  Cooperative  circuit  of  Michi- 
gan for  1940-41  features  and  shorts,  for 
the  Walt  Disney  Festival  show  and  “The 
Ramparts  We  Watch.”  Eighty-one  thea- 
tres are  included  in  the  deal. 

RKO  Radio  was  represented  in  the 
transaction  by  Eastern  Central  District 
Manager  Charles  Boasberg  and  Branch 
Manager  J.  F.  Sharkey  of  Detroit,  while 
Carl  Buermele  acted  for  the  Cooperative 
circuit. 


Onie  Handling  Temples 

Cincinnati — Bill  Onie  of  the  local  Mono- 
gram exchange  will  distribute  four  two- 
reel  Shirley  Temple  attractions  for  Astor 
Pictures  in  this  territory. 


Joseph  Gray  Loses 

Spangler,  Pa. — Joseph  Gray  III,  Demo- 
crat, former  congressman  of  the  27th  dis- 
trict, was  defeated  in  his  comeback  at- 
tempt. Gray,  the  veteran  exhibitor  here, 
lost  to  Harve  Tibbott,  Republican,  of 
Ebensburg,  incumbent,  in  one  of  the  hot- 
test congressional  races  in  Pennsylvania. 


McKeesport,  Pa. — A1  and  Bill  Weiss  are 
celebrating  the  congressional  victoi’y  of 
their  cousin,  Samuel  A.  Weiss,  Democrat, 
who  defeated  incumbent  John  McDowell, 
Republican,  of  Wilkinsburg  and  editor  and 
publisher  of  The  Gazette.  Weiss  will  repre- 
sent the  31st  district. 


Modernize  Shapiro 

Mt.  Union,  Pa. — The  Shapiro  is  being 
modernized  under  the  direction  of  Joseph 
C.  Shapiro.  The  job,  to  be  completed  be- 
fore Thanksgiving,  includes  redecoration, 
remodeling,  installation  of  a new  porcelain 
front  and  an  Artkraft  three-line  letter 
marquee. 


Install  "Love"  Seats 

Braddock,  Pa. — Feature  of  the  moderni- 
zation of  the  Paramount  here  is  the  in- 
stallation of  new  chairs.  “Love,”  or  dou- 
ble, seats  have  been  staggered  as  end  units 
in  the  middle  aisle,  and  the  auditorium  has 
been  newly  decorated  and  rubber  nosings 
tacked  on  carpeted  steps  leading  to  the 
balcony. 


To  Star  Jean  Arthur 

Hollywood — Jean  Arthur  will  be 
starred  in  “The  Devil  and  Miss  Jones.” 
Frank  Ross  and  Norman  Krasna  will  pro- 
duce the  RKO  feature. 


World  Fair  Highlights 
Coming  to  Auto  City 

Detroit — World  Fair  Highlights,  a new 
show  composed  of  a series  of  major  amuse- 
ment attractions  from  the  New  York  Fair, 
is  expected  to  draw  around  200,000  people 
to  Convention  Hall,  December  5-15.  Event 
is  being  sponsored  locally  by  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  with  some  7,000  members  now 
selling  tickets.  Advance  sale  is  four  tickets 
for  50  cents. 


Schaeffer  & White  Ready 
To  Build  Dayton  House 

Dayton,  Ohio — Construction  on  a thea- 
tre in  suburban  Dayton  View  is  sched- 
uled to  start  in  the  near  future.  The 
owners  are  Nick  Schaeffer  and  Mauri 
White  of  Cincinnati.  To  be  known  as  the 
Daview,  the  900-seater  is  being  designed 
by  the  F&Y  Theatre  Division  of  Columbus. 


Close  Dover  Drive-In 

Dover,  Ohio — Boyer’s  Auto  Theatre,  one 
of  the  first  to  operate  in  this  district,  lo- 
cated north  of  here  at  the  intersection  of 
Routes  250  and  21,  has  suspended  opera- 
tions for  the  winter  months.  It  was  the 
second  season  for  the  drive-in. 


Ted  Lewis  Playground 

CiRCLEviLLE,  OHIO  — Circleville’s  new 
public  playground  has  been  named  “The 
Ted  Lewis  Recreation  Center”  in  honor  of 
Ted  Lewis,  Circleville’s  ambassador  of  good 
will.  The  orchestra  leader  and  film  star 
recently  contributed  $1,000  to  the  park 
committee  to  furnish  the  playground. 


ANY  NEWS  TODAY? 

Planning  a new  theatre?  Remodeling?  Being  promoted?  Getting  married?  Got  a new  baby  (infant)?  Buy- 
ing new  equipment?  Been  elected  mayor?  Son  or  daughter  graduating?  Proud  of  a new  exploitation  stunt? 
Hired  a new  staff  member?  Solved  a knotty  problem? 

Then  Tell  It  To  BOXOFFICE 

BOXOFnCE. 

4804  E.  Ninth  St., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


NAME 


THEATRE 


LOCATION. 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU, 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 
with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MTIOO  Attraction  Board  Letters 

MTlOl  Bulletin  Boards 

MT102  Cut-Out  Machines 

MT103  Display  Frames  and  Cases 

MT104  Flashers,  Sign 

MT105  Insert  Frames 

MT106  Lamp  Coloring 

MT107  Letter  Mounting  Units 

MT108  Marquees 

MT109  Poster  Projectors 

MTllO  Signs.  Admission 

MTlll  Signs,  Electric 

MT112  Signs,  Neon,  Zeon 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT12ft  Air  Circulators 

MT121  Air  Conditioning  Motors 

MT122  Air  Conditioning  Systems 

MT123  Air  Filters 

MT124  Air  Washers 

MT125  Blowers 

MT126  Boilers  and  Furnaces 

MT127  Coils,  Cooling 

MT128  Compressors 

MT129  Condensers 

MT130  Cooling  Equipment 

MT131  Cooling  Towers 

MT132  Dehumidifiers 

MT133  Diffusers,  Air 

MT134  Electric  Motor  Controls 

MT135  Exhaust  Fans 

MT136  Grilles  and  Registers 

MT137  Heating  Equipment 

MT138  Oil  Burners 

MT139  Refrigeration 

MT140  Spray  Nozzles 

MT141  Stokers 


MT142  Temperature  Control  Devices 
MT143  Thermostats  and  Humidistats 
MT144  Unit  Heaters 
MT145  Ventilating  Systems 
MT146  Water  Cooling  Systems 


DECORATIONS  & FURNISHINGS 


MT155  Acoustical  Materials 
MT156  Aisle  Lights 
MT157  Boxoffices 
MT158  Carpets 
MT159  Carpet  Cushion 
MTICO  Design  Service 
MTUn  Directional  Signs 
MT162  Door  Controls 
MT163  Draperies  and  Curtains 
MT164  Drinking  Fountains 
MT165  Exit  Signs 

MTlfiG  Foam  Rubber  Seat  Cushions 
MT167  Interior  Decoration 
MT168  Interior  Wall  Finishes 
MT169  Lounge  Furniture 
MT170  Matting,  Rubber 
MT17I  Mirrors 

MT172  Ornamental  Metal  Work 

MT173  Paint  Products 

MT174  Railings,  Lobby 

MT175  Sand  Urns 

MT176  Seating,  Auditorium 

MT177  Slip  Covers 

I\IT178  Speaking  Tubes 

MT179  Ticket  Choppers  and  Boxes 

MT180  Theatre  Chairs 

MT181  Upholstery  Materials 

MT182  Wall  Coverings,  Fabric 


LIGHTING 


MT190  Dimmers  and  Controls 
MT191  Effect  Lighting  Devices 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  V/ANT  ISN'T  LISTED.  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 

The  MODERN  THEATRE  ' 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave.  * 

Chicago,  111.  11-16-40  ' 

I 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following  , 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below).  ^ 

I 


Remarks: 


I 

I 

I 


Name  ' 
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City  State i 
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MT192  Elec.  Measuring  Instruments 

MT193  Engines,  Diesel 

MT194  Fluorescent  Lamps  and  Fixtures 

MT195  Gelatine  Sheets 

MT196  Incandescent  Lamps 

MT197  Lighting  Fixtures 

MTI98  Lighting  Plants,  Emergency 

MT199  Cove  Lighting 

MT200  Reflectors 

MT201  Reflector  Lamps 

MT202  Spot  and  Flood  Lamps 

MT203  Spot  and  Flood  Lights 

MT204  Storage  Batteries 

MT205  Switches,  Safety 

MT206  Switchboards 

MT207  Transformers,  Neon 


MAINTENANCE 


MT210  Bolts,  Expansion  and  Toggle 
MT211  Carpet  Spotting  Compounds 
MT212  Drills,  Rotary 
MT213  Fire  Extinguishers  , 

MT214  Fireproofing  Compounds 
MT215  Gum  Removers 
MT216  Safety  Ladders 
MT217  Seat  Patching  Kits 
MT218  Seating  Repairs 
MT219  Vacuum  Cleaners 


MT270  Rheostats 

MT271  Safety  Devices 

MT272  Slide  Projectors 

MT273  Sound  Projectors.  35mm 

MT27  4 Sound  Projectors,  IGnim 

MT27r>  Stereopticons 

MT27H  Tool  Kits 


SANITATION 


MT285  Cleansing  Compounds 

MT286  Deodorants  and  Disinfectants 

MT287  Flush  Valves 

MT288  Hand  Driers,  Electric 

MT289  Insecticides  and  Germicides 

MT290  Odor  Absorbers 

MT291  Ozone  Generators 

MT292  Paper  Towels  and  Cabinets 

MT293  Perfumes 

MT294  Plumbing  Fixtures 

MT295  Sanitary  Supplies 

MT296  Soaps  and  Cleansers 

MT297  Suction  Cleaners 

MT298  Washroom  Accessories 


SOUND 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT225  Coin  Changing  Machines 

MT226  Fireproof  Safes  and  Files 

MT227  Music  Stands 

MT228  Organs,  Electric 

MT229  Popcorn  Machines 

MT230  Popcorn  & Confection  Supplies 

MT231  Staff  Uniforms 

MT232  Tickets 

MT233  Ticket  Machines 

MT234  Water  Coolers 


MT305  Amplifiers 

MT306  Amplifier  Tubes 

MT307  Hearing  Aids 

MT308  Horn  Lifts  and  Towers 

MT309  Intercommunicating  Systems 

MT310  Lamps,  Exciter 

MT311  Lens  Assemblies,  Sound 

MT312  Microphones 

MT313  Photoelectric  Cells 

MT314  Public  Address  Amplifiers 

MT315  Public  Address  Systems 

MT316  Radio  Tubes 

MT317  Record  Reproducers 

MT318  Sound  Equipment,  Complete 

MT319  Sound  Heads 

MT320  Sound  Service,  Contract 

MT321  Speakers 


PROJECTION  STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT240  Booth  Doors  and  Ports 
MT241  Carbon  Savers 
MT242  Carbon  Waste  Cans 
MT243  Change-Over  Devices 
MT244  Condensing  Lenses 
MT245  Dowsers 
MT246  Film  Cabinets 
MT247  Film  Cement 
MT248  Film  Plandling  Devices 
MT249  Film  Preservatives 
MT250  Film  Reels 
MT251  Film  Rewinders 
MT252  Fire  Shutters,  Projection 
MT253  Intermittent  Movements 
MT254  Motion  Picture  Screens 
MT255  Motor  Brushes 
MT256  Motor-Generators 
MT257  Portable  Sound  Projectors 
MT258  Projection  Arc  Lamps 
MT259  Projeetion  Lenses 
MT260  Projection  Slides 
MT261  Projector  Carbons 
MT262  Projector  Parts 
MT263  Projector  Pedestals 
MT264  Rectifiers,  Bulb  Type 
MT265  Rectifiers,  Copper-Oxide 
MT266  Rectifiers,  Copper-Sulphide 
MT267  Reel-End  Signals 
MT268  Reflector  Equipment 
MT269  Rewind  Tables 


MT330  Costumes 

MT331  Curtain  Controls 

MT332  Curtain  Tracks 

MT333  Stage  and  Effect  Lighting 

MT334  Stage  Hardware 

MT335  Stage  Rigging 

MT336  Stage  Scenery 


STRUCTURE 


MT340  Architectural  Service 

MT341  Facing  Materials,  Exterior 

MT342  Flashed  Opal  Glass 

MT343  Flooring  Materials 

MT3  4 4 Glass  Blocks 

MT345  Insulation  Materials 

MT346  Metal  Trim  and  Mouldings 

MT347  Pipe  Hangers  and  Brackets 

MT348  Plate  Glass 

MT349  Steel  and  Iron  Roofing 

MT350  Steel  and  Iron  Sheet  Metal 

MT351  Structural  Glass 

MT352  Theatre  Fronts,  Porcelain 

MT353  Theatre  Fronts,  Structural  Glass 

MT35  4 Wood  Veneers 
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Lauds  Chaplin  Films, 
But  Decries  Policy 


New  Haven — Praising  Chaplin’s  pictures, 
which  have  “not  only  entertained  the  peo- 
ple of  the  world  but  have  served  a social 
purpose  as  well,”  but  decrying  the  distri- 
bution policy  of  “The  Great  Dictator,”  Dr. 
J.  B.  Fishman,  general  manager  of  Fish- 
man Theatres,  Inc.,  has  addressed  an  open 
letter  to  Charles  Chaplin  at  Hollywood,  as 
follows: 

“Dear  Mr.  Chaplin: 

In  all  of  your  pictures  you  have  shown 
a strong  sympathetic  feeling  for  the  un- 
derprivileged of  the  world.  Intertwined 
with  your  comedy,  there  was  always  a sub- 
tle but  eloquent  plea  for  the  underdog. 
And  so  your  pictures  have  not  only  enter- 
tained the  people  of  the  world  but  have 
served  a social  purpose  as  well. 

“In  your  latest  picture,  ‘The  Great  Dic- 
tator,’ you  tackle  the  most  vital  problem 
in  the  world  today  courageously  and  fear- 
lessly. By  making  the  dictators  appear 
ridiculous,  you  perform  the  greatest  serv- 
ice to  the  people  of  America.  If  you  are 
sincere  in  your  beliefs,  as  I feel  you  are, 
you  should  want  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  this  country  to  see  your  picture. 

“All  this,  however,  is  very  difficult  to 
reconcile  with  the  distribution  policy  an- 
nounced in  the  press.  A 70-30  split  will 
keep  the  picture  out  of  the  smaller  thea- 
tres of  America  for  a long  time  to  come. 
The  great  majority  of  the  moviegoers,  un- 
able to  see  the  picture  in  the  small  neigh- 
borhood theatres  at  regular  admission 
prices,  will  go  without  seeing  it. 

“If  you  wish  to  have  your  message 
reach  all  the  American  people,  make  it 
possible  for  all  the  theatres,  big  and  small, 
to  buy  your  picture  on  a live-and-let-live 
policy. 

“Let  the  American  people  have  a good 
laugh  at  the  dictators  of  the  world  and 
help  retain  our  democratic  way  of  living.” 


Warner  Spending  $50,000 
Remodeling  Two  Units 

New  Haven — Warner  theatre  depart- 
ment reports  both  the  929 -seat  Rialto, 
South  Norwalk,  and  the  1,340-seat  State, 
South  Manchester,  will  be  renovated  at  a 
cost  of  approximately  $25,000  each. 

New  carpets,  redecoration,  new  lobbies 
and  marquees  and  new  lighting  are  among 
the  contemplated  changes.  The  Rialto  will 
not  close,  but  the  State  is  expected  to  be 
dark  for  about  10  days  before  Christmas. 

A similar  job  will  soon  be  under  way  for 
Warner’s  Cameo,  Bristol,  1,600-seat  first 
run  in  the  town.  The  house  installed  new 
seats  a month  ago  and  will  now  com- 
plete renovation. 


An  Election  Treat 

Springfield,  Mass.  — Edward  Smith, 
manager  of  the  Paramount,  as  an  election 
night  treat,  previewed  “Arise  My  Love,” 
in  addition  to  the  theatre’s  regular  pro- 
gram, which  kept  the  theatre  open  until 
the  wee  hours. 


A New  Trombly 

Boston — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip  Trombly 
became  the  parents  of  a girl,  Suzanne 
Trombly,  recently.  Mrs.  Trombly  is  the 
former  Edith  Gerber,  booker  for  the  Joel- 
son  circuit  in  Boston. 


"Ghost  Towns"  Are 
Being  Revitalized 

Hartford — New  England  states  are  ex- 
pected to  benefit  substantially  from  the 
national  defense  commission's  efforts  to 
revitalize  so-called  ’’ghost  towns."  The 
New  England  area  has  already  benefited 
from  the  defense  program,  ranking  sec- 
ond only  to  the  middle  Atlantic  states  of 
New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania 
in  volume  of  defense  contracts  received. 

The  upswing  in  industrial  activity  due 
to  the  defense  program  has  already  ab- 
sorbed a large  volume  of  idle  floor  space 
in  New  England.  Additional  military  or- 
ders are  expected  to  speed  the  reopening 
of  many  marginal  plants  in  this  section, 
thus  increasingly  accelerating  industrial 
activity  in  the  New  England  states. 

Selling  Policies  Are 
Publicized  By  AID 

Boston  — Further  information  on  the 
selling  policies  of  major  distributors,  as 
experienced  by  various  exhibitors,  has  been 
made  available  to  its  membership  by  the 
Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  through  the 
Allied  Information  Department. 

In  the  report,  Arthur  K.  Howard,  busi- 
ness manager  of  the  Allied  unit,  states  that 
the  early  returns  from  the  product  survey 
indicated  RKO,  Fox,  Columbia  and  Uni- 
versal leading  in  volume  of  contracts  ne- 
gotiated. This  standing  is  accounted  for 
by  the  declaration  that  these  companies 
made  deals  for  less  money  or  the  same 
money  as  in  the  previous  season  in  ap- 
proximately 50  per  cent  of  their  deals. 
Monogram  and  Republic  are  reported  mak- 
ing a satisfactory  showing. 

Informing  further,  the  bulletin  notes 
that  Paramount,  RKO,  20th-Fox  and  Uni- 
versal sold  generally  on  a flat  basis; 
M-G-M  is  selling  a minimum  of  four  pic- 
tures on  percentage,  approving  such  deals, 
despite  a demand  by  some  sales  repre- 
sentatives for  percentage  deals  in  a sec- 
ond group  of  10  pictures — but  which  the 
AID  survey  says  the  majority  are  buying 
flat. 

Vitagraph  is  reported  deviating  from 
percentage  deals,  although  flat  rental  con- 
tracts depend  upon  boxoffice  figures  which 
they  obtained  on  percentage  pictures  from 
exhibitors  last  year. 

Columbia  product  was  bought  mostly  at 
the  exhibitors’  own  terms. 


Judge  Adorno  on  Stand  in 
Salvatore  Adorno  Cases 

Middletown,  Conn. — Judge  Joseph  A. 
Adorno  spent  last  Wednesday  morning  on 
the  witness  stand  in  superior  court  here 
as  the  case  of  the  S&S  Corp.  vs.  Salvatore 
Adorno  and  the  Franklyn  Arrigoni  case 
against  the  same  defendant  entered  their 
fifth  week  of  trial. 

Attorneys  presenting  the  cases  before 
Judge  Ernest  C.  Simpson  estimated  last 
Wednesday  that  still  another  week  will  be 
needed  to  complete  the  trials.  Fifteen  wit- 
nesses preceded  Judge  Adorno,  seven  for 
the  plaintiffs  and  eight  for  the  defense. 


High  Courl  Again 
Upholds  Pickets 


Hartford — For  the  second  time  in  three 
years  the  right  of  union  men  to  picket  the 
E.  M.  Loew’s  Theatre  here  was  unsuccess- 
fully questioned  before  the  state  supreme 
court. 

In  1937,  E.  M.  Loew’s  Enterprises,  Inc., 
operators  of  the  theatre,  sought  an  in- 
junction against  the  lATSE  Local  486  to 
prohibit  pickets  from  walking  in  front  of 
theatre  with  signs  terming  the  theatre 
“unfair  to  labor.”  The  picketing  con- 
tinued until  May,  1938,  when  Judge  John 
A.  Cornell  in  the  superior  court  granted  a 
permanent  injunction.  This  injunction, 
however,  was  reversed  by  the  supreme 
court  one  year  later  and  picketing  was 
resumed. 

Cites  Anti-Injunction  Law 

In  the  spring  of  1940,  the  action  was  re- 
turned to  superior  court  by  the  theatre, 
again  seeking  an  injunction,  represented 
by  Attorney  Joseph  X.  Friedman.  The 
union,  on  the  other  hand,  represented  by 
Attorney  Joseph  P.  Cooney,  claimed  that 
the  anti-injunction  law  enacted  by  the 
general  assembly  between  the  time  the 
first  and  second  complaints  were  started, 
prohibited  the  issuance  of  an  injunction 
in  the  second  case. 

Judge  John  H.  King  of  superior  court 
denied  the  second  application  of  the  thea- 
tre for  an  injunction,  stating  in  his  find- 
ing that  “the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to 
issue  an  injunction  in  this  case  because 
Chapter  309A  (the  anti-injunction  act) 
which  is  applicable  has  not  been  complied 
with  by  the  plaintiff  (the  theatre).” 

In  appealing  the  case  to  the  supreme 
court,  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  Theatre  said  that 
conclusion  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  its 
appeal. 

In  his  decision  on  the  case.  Judge  King 
stated: 

“In  general  terms,  the  purport  of  the 
(anti-injunction)  statute,  as  far  as  this 
case  is  concerned,  is  to  the  effect  that  no 
court  shall  have  jurisdiction  to  grant  an 
injunction  against  ‘peaceful  picketing’  ex- 
cept in  certain  cases,  and  under  certain 
conditions,  admittedly  not  present  in  this 
ca.se.” 


Election  and  Contracts  on 
Projectionists'  Agenda 

New  Haven — Local  No.  273  of  motion 
picture  projectionists,  in  the  New  Haven, 
Ansonia  and  Derby  area,  will  meet  Sun- 
day night,  November  17,  at  Trades  Coun- 
cil Hall,  with  Nelson  Frazier  and  Mat- 
thew Kennedy,  business  agent,  presiding. 
Members  will  discuss  the  already  expired 
contracts  with  circuits  which  have  not 
yet  been  signed.  The  union  will  also  hold 
its  28th  annual  election  of  officers. 


Preview  "Melody  Ranch" 

New  Bedford.  Mass. — Republic  pre- 
viewed “Melody  Ranch”  Wednesday,  No- 
vember 6,  at  Harry  Zeitz’s  State  Theatre 
here  for  an  enthusiastic  audience  of  1,800. 
Attending  the  preview,  which  is  Gene 
Autry’s  first  $500,000  production,  were  H. 
J.  Yates,  president  of  Consolidated  Film; 
J.  R.  Grainger,  and  M.  J.  Siegel,  respec- 
tively heads  of  Republic  and  Republic  Pro- 
ductions. 
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CONGRATULATIONS  are  in  order  for 
Raymond  Cronin,  assistant  manager 
at  the  Paramount,  who  won  first  prize  in 
the  Paramount-Western  Massachusetts 
Theatres  Movie  Quiz  contest.  There  was 
a total  of  18  prizes  awarded  to  circuit  em- 
ployes for  ideas  on  exploitation.  The  local 
Paramount  had  the  largest  number  of  win- 
ners, five.  Other  winners  from  the  thea- 
tre were  Edward  Smith,  manager;  Gilbert 
G.  Blevins,  assistant  manager;  G.  Calla- 
han, cashier,  and  Melvin  M.  Aronson,  chief 
of  the  service  staff  . . . Boyd  Sparrow, 
Loew’s-Poli  assistant  manager,  spent  last 
weekend  in  Washington  . . . William  Pur- 
cell, formerly  associated  with  the  E.  M. 
Loew’s  Royal  in  Worcester,  is  now  manag- 
ing the  Strand.  New  Bedford  . . . Ruth 
“Cookie”  Hurley,  usherette  at  the  Loew’s- 
Poli,  who  was  operated  on  for  appendicitis, 
has  left  the  Springfield  Hospital  to  re- 
cuperate at  home. 

Mabel  Moccia,  cashier  at  the  Art,  and 
Frankie  Bodge,  gasoline  station  attendant, 
were  to  be  married  November  16  . . . Wil- 
liam L.  Viau  is  a new  usher  at  the  Art,  suc- 
ceeding William  Craven,  resigned  . . . Had- 
ley Furniture  Store  has  switched  its  WMAS 
quiz  show  from  the  Loew’s-Poli  to  the 
Paramount,  where  it  is  now  heard  every 
Friday  evening  from  the  stage  . . . “Spring 
Parade”  was  held  over  for  a second  week 
at  Al  Anders’  Bijou  . . . Harry  Smith,  di- 
vision manager  and  also  director  of  pub- 
licity for  Western  Massachusetts  Theatres, 
made  a swing  around  the  circuit  last  Wed- 
nesday . . . Broadway  played  Producers’ 
Releasing  Corp.’s  “Billy  the  Kid  Outlawed.” 

Exit  doors  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  have  been 
repainted  . . . Eddie  Powers,  Art  assistant 
manager,  now  takes  his  day  off  on  Wed- 
nesday . . . Al  Anders  of  the  Bijou  as  ad- 
vance exploitation  on  “Arizona,”  has  placed 
“Arizona”  pennants  around  the  sides  of 
the  theatre’s  marquee  . . . “Boom  Town” 
did  terrific  business  at  the  Broadway  . . . 
Porter’s  staff  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  has  new 
uniforms  . . . Virginia  Dellipriscoli  has 
been  added  to  the  Garden  service  staff  as 
candy  girl,  replacing  Stanley  Stefankowicz, 
who  is  now  the  doorman  . . . Johnnie 
O’Bell,  formerly  of  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  is  a 
new  usher  at  the  Arcade  . . . “The  Great 
Dictator”  did  two  weeks  at  the  Loew’s  Poli. 

William  B.  Roach  is  the  new  Art  door- 
man, replacing  Charlie  Abdull,  who  has 
left  for  other  fields  . . . It  is  reported  that 
the  National  Playgoers’  League  will  put 
on  “Life  With  Father,”  November  18,  at 
the  Court  Square  ...  In  town  was  Max 
Finn,  general  manager  of  the  E.  M.  Loeiv 
circuit,  from  Boston  to  see  Manager  Bert 
Jackson  of  the  Court  Square  and  his  as- 
sistant, Ernest  W.  Whitford  . . . Another 
visitor  was  Sydney  Sundheim  of  Theatre 
Advertising , Inc.,  Philadelphia,  who  signed 
a deal  with  Court  Square  for  a new  adver- 
tising curtain  . . . Herman  Rifkm,  circuit 
operator,  was  in  town  last  Wednesday  . . . 
Michael  M.  Zandan,  editor-in-chief  of  the 
Springfield  Free  Press,  reports  that  plans 
for  the  annual  Movie  Party  to  be  given  by 
that  publication  on  Christmas  for  local 
theatre  managers  are  going  along  smooth- 
ly under  the  direction  of  Patrick  J.  Isa- 
bella. 

Donald  Crowley  is  the  new  projectionist 
at  the  Garden,  succeeding  Albert  Fortunne, 
resigned  . . . Hymie  H.  Nozak,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Arcade,  was  in  Hartford; 
ditto  Milton  Hale,  Hollywood  commentator 


for  WMAS  . . . Charlie  DiScciaaca,  Loew’s 
Poli  student  assistant,  commutes  daily  to 
Thompsonville,  Conn.,  his  home  town  . . . 
Jimmy  Lakana,  student  assistant  at  the 
Loew’s  Poli  in  Worcester,  landed  a co-op 
hosiery  ad  for  “Down  Argentine  Way.” 
Local  Loew’s  Poli,  during  the  run  of  “The 
Great  Dictator,”  placed  two  huge  cutouts 
of  Charlie  Chaplin  and  a globe  of  the 
world  on  the  Loew’s  Poli  Building,  which 
proved  an  eye-stopper  . . . Capitol  now 
has  new  carpet  in  its  lobby  and  balcony 
foyer  and  parts  of  balcony  stairway. 

William  Haggans,  William  A.  Tise,  Ar- 
thur T.  Dunn,  all  Loew’s  Poli  ushers,  due 
to  their  studies  at  the  Springfield  Tech- 
nical High  School,  are  working  only  part 
time  at  the  theatre  . . . When  anyone  calls 
“Bill”  around  the  Art  these  days,  three  of 
’em  are  likely  to  answer:  Bill  Craven,  Bill 
Viau  and  Bill  Roach  . . . Albert  Brouillette, 
Art  doorman,  is  quite  a basketball  en- 
thusiast . . . 20th-Fox’s  “Cavalcade”  was 
shown  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  last 
Sunday  . . . Raymond  Title  of  the  Art  was 
in  Boston  . . . Joseph  Egan,  assistant  en- 
gineer  at  the  Paramount,  was  rushed  to 
Springfield  Hospital  the  other  day  for  an 
emergency  operation  . . . Forest  Park  Phil- 
lips has  started  Blue  Orchid  chinaware 
giveaway  . . . Phillips  is  now  changing  its 
bills  on  Sundays  and  Thursdays,  instead 
of  Sundays  and  W ednesdays  . . . Players 
Guild  presented  “Stage  Door”  at  the  Mu- 
seum of  Fine  Arts,  November  6 aiid  1 . . . 
Marian  Anderson,  Negro  singer,  appeared 
at  the  Springfield  Auditorium. 


Thomas  Grogan  Fills  in 
For  Mailer  at  Lenox 

Hartford — Thomas  Grogan  of  the  State, 
Manchester,  has  been  appointed  by  the 
Warner  theatre  department  to  do  relief 
management  of  the  Lenox,  Hartford,  while 
Manager  Thomas  Mailer  recuperates  from 
a long  illness  in  Florida. 

Other  Warner  changes  include  shifting 
of  Victor  Morelli  from  the  Rialto,  Hart- 
ford, to  the  newly-opened  Bristol,  in  which 
town  Morelli  managed  the  old  Bristol, 
which  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Kenneth 
Faye,  assistant  at  the  Strand,  Hartford, 
has  been  promoted  to  the  managership  of 
the  Rialto,  Hartford.  Faye’s  former  post 
remains  unfilled. 


Discuss  Decree 

New  Haven — Allied  Theatre  Owners  of 
Connecticut  met  at  12;  30  p.  m.  Tuesday 
(Nov.  12),  at  the  Hof  Brau  Haus  to  fur- 
ther discuss  the  consent  decree  and  name 
a committee  to  represent  the  Connecti- 
cut group  at  the  hearing  of  exhibitor 
complaints  on  the  decree.  A.  M.  Schuman 
of  the  Black  Rock,  Bridgeport,  presided. 


Fire  Near  Theatre 

New  Britain,  Conn. — Nearly  1,000  per- 
sons filed  quietly  from  the  Palace  Thea- 
tre Tuesday  night  when  a fire,  starting  in 
the  cellar  of  a next-door  bakery,  gutted 
the  bakery  with  an  estimated  $10,000  loss. 


"George,"  Not  "Joyce" 

Boston — “Let  George  Do  It”  is  the  new 
feature  being  distributed  locally  by  Spe- 
cialty Pictures,  not  “Let  Joyce  Hear  It” 
as  originally  reported. 


^^ILLIAM  FUCILLO,  film  carrier  to 
South  Shore  and  other  parts  of  Massa- 
chusetts, appeared  before  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  for  a hearing  on 
his  application  for  a license  to  carry  film 
to  places  outside  Massachusetts. 

Francis  J.  McCarthy,  Universal  division 
manager,  was  in  from  New  York  . . . 
William  Marsh,  M-G-M  auditor  here  the 
last  week  or  so,  flew  home  to  New  Jersey 
in  order  to  register  his  vote  in  the  presi- 
dential eleetion. 

The  Tower  in  Lowell,  Roy  E.  Heffner 
house,  has  been  leased  to  Joseph  Flynn, 
Lawrence  operator.  The  policy  of  the 
house  will  be  changed  to  flesh  shows  six 
days  a week,  effective  November  24. 

The  Motion  Picture  Catholic  Guild  will 
hold  a Retreat  at  Campion  Hall  in  And- 
over November  15,  16  and  17.  Arrange- 
ments are  being  handled  by  Frank  Lydon 
of  the  Hamilton  in  Dorchester. 

The  Gayety,  E.  M.  Loew’s  burlesque 
house,  will  go  into  regular  pictures  this 
week,  running  exploitation  features  most 
of  the  time  . . . The  Casino  also  is  chang- 
ing to  regular  pictures. 

The  Plaza  in  Salem,  operated  for  many 
years  by  Phil  Bloomberg,  has  been  taken 
over  by  E.  M.  Loew.  The  house  opened 
under  its  new  management  Friday. 

Abe  Barry,  veteran  Columbia  booker, 
made  a trip  recently  to  Soldiers’  Hospital 
in  Chelsea  for  a physical  checkup  . . . 
Lila  Izen,  head  of  Wholesome  Film  Com- 
pany, was  out  ill  last  week. 

Grace  Sullivan  of  Northeastern  Film  re- 
cently celebrated  a birthday  . . . Fred 
Sharby,  operator  of  the  Scenic  in  Kenne, 
N.  H.,  was  in  the  film  district  on  a book- 
ing trip  . . . William  Mitchell  was  in 
from  the  Opera  House  in  Franklin,  Mass. 

“Birth  of  a Nation,”  distributed 
throughout  New  England  by  Sam  Levine 
and  Marcel  Mekelburg  of  Northeastern 
Film,  has  been  booked  into  the  Franklin, 
Durham,  N.  H.,  November  11  and  12;  the 
Strand  in  Old  Town,  Me.,  November  24 
and  25. 

Ed  Pollard,  operator  of  the  Opera  House 
m Rum  ford,  was  in  from  that  Maine 
community  . . . George  Boroff,  distribu- 
tor of  the  book  giveaway,  “Wonder  Books,” 
was  in  New  York  recently  on  business  . . . 
Jack  Griff  is  closing  a deal  for  40x60  ad- 
vertising cards  to  compete  with  National 
Screen  Service. 

“Outsider,”  featuring  George  Sanders,  is 
to  play  first  run  at  Warner’s  Theatre  in 
Lynn  . . . The  film  is  being  distributed 
by  Imperial  Pictures  of  New  England. 

“Lucky,”  theatre  giveaway,  was  ruled 
illegal  for  Massachusetts  by  the  state  su- 
preme judicial  court.  William  H.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Stoneham  operator,  figured  in 
the  test  case  . . . John  Feinstein,  handling 
Lucky  in  this  territory,  has  gone  into  a 
“Silex  Coffee  Maker”  deal  for  theatres. 

William  Purcell  has  been  transferred 
from  Worcester  to  manage  the  Strand  in 
New  Bedford  for  E.  M.  Loew  . . . Myron 
J.  Segal,  oldest  son  of  Harry  Segal,  head 
of  Imperial  Pictures,  recently  joined  the 
National  Guard  and  is  a member  of  the 
Quartermaster  Corps. 

The  Levenson  circuit  will  open  a new 
theatre  in  Pawtucket  . . . The  two  new 
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houses  being  erected  at  Falmouth,  Mass., 
near  Camp  Edwards  are  not  government 
owned.  The  name  of  the  operator  has  not 
yet  been  disclosed. 

Harry  Segal,  head  of  Imperial  Pictures, 
is  due  to  return  to  Boston  from  the  Coast 
where  he  has  been  booking  . . . “Torso 
Murder  Mystery”  and  “The  Face  at  the 
Window,”  distributed  by  Sam  Levine  and 
Marcel  Mekelburg,  were  booked  into  the 
Trans  Lux  in  Boston  on  a first-run  basis. 

Eddie  Myerson  returned  this  week  to 
his  position  of  manager  of  the  Davis 
Square  in  Somerville.  He  has  been  manag- 
ing the  Lynn  open-air  unit  there  for 
E.  M.  Loew. 

Sam  Shouboff,  manager  at  the  Brook- 
line Village  Theatre  for  the  Levenson  cir- 
cuit, played  a three-reel  epic  of  Brookline 
and  Brookline  people.  Eddie  Ducey,  film 
district  photographer,  filmed  the  feature 
which  lasted  some  30  minutes.  It  was 
heartily  received  by  patrons  of  the  theatre. 

The  Capitol  Theatre  in  Lawrence,  which 
was  to  have  been  sold  at  an  auction,  was 
granted  a two-week  stay  under  present 
ownership.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  it  is 
expected  that  the  theatre  will  be  sold. 

Lawson  Daniels,  manager  of  E.  M.  Loew’s 
Capitol  in  Pawtucket,  is  busy  handling 
stage  shows  at  the  house. 

P.  Edward  Comi.  owner  of  Theatre  Ser- 
vice & Supply  Co.,  was  visited  by  his 
brother  and  family  from  Vermont.  The 
Comi  family  has  been  associated  with  the- 
atres in  Vermont  for  many  years,  operat- 
ing out  of  Montpelier. 

Sam  Levine  and  Marcel  Mekelburg  of 
Northeastern  Film  were  in  New  Haven  and 
New  York  on  a business  trip. 

The  Cinema  Club  held  a meeting  at  the 
Smorgasbord  Restaurant  on  Broadway  to 
elect  officers  for  the  coming  year. 

E.  G.  Comi,  until  recently  on  the  road 
for  National  Theatre  Supply,  has  assumed 
his  new  duties  as  office  manager  for  that 
concern.  R.  D.  Hammill  is  replacing  Comi 
as  New  England  salesman. 


Kaddigan  Substitutes  for 
Barrows  on  MIT  Series 


Boston — The  projection  machine  and 
its  operation  were  explained  by  James 
Kaddigan,  projectionist  at  the  Paramount 
exchange,  who  filled  in  as  guest  speaker 
for  Thad  Barrows  on  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology  “Theatre  Man- 
agement” educational  series.  Barrows, 
chief  projectionist  at  the  Metropolitan 
here,  was  called  out  of  town  by  a conven- 
tion of  projectionists  on  the  west  coast. 

Next  meeting  of  the  series  conducted  by 
Arthur  L.  Tuohy  is  planned  for  November 
18  with  Ted  Fleisher  as  guest  speaker. 

Heiiner  Signs  Circuit  for 
New  Giveaway  Plan 

Boston — Roy  E.  Heffner  has  recently 
concluded  a deal  with  M&P  Theatres  Corp. 
on  the  new  plan,  “Good  Will  Award,” 
which  he  is  distributing  throughout  New 
England.  It  will  be  inaugurated  at  the 
Strand  in  Dorchester,  the  Wollaston  in 
Wollaston,  the  Fairmount  in  Hyde  Park, 
and  the  Paramount  in  Ft.  Fairfield,  Me. 

Fred  Husson  is  putting  the  new  give- 
away in  the  Empire  Theatre  in  Whitman, 
Mass. 


To  "Arizona"  Debut 

Hartford — George  E.  Landers,  manager 
of  E.  M.  Loew’s,  left  Wednesday  by  plane 
for  Tucson,  Ariz.,  to  attend  the  world 
premiere  there  on  Friday  of  Columbia’s 
“Arizona.”  From  there  he  will  go  to  Holly- 
wood as  the  guest  of  A1  Duffy,  formerly  a 
writer  for  the  Hartford  Courant  and  now 
a scenarist  for  20th-Fox. 


Purchases  Buxton  Villa 
WiLLiAMSTOWN,  Mass. — Ml’S.  Cole  Porter, 
wife  of  the  song  writer,  has  purchased 
Buxton  Villa,  200-acre  country  home  of 
the  late  Rt.  Rev.  Robert  Lewis  Paddock 
of  New  York. 


JT  WAS  a good  job  that  A1  Clarke,  Ed- 
ward Fay  and  Jack  Carroll  did  on 
Gloria  Jean’s  personal  appearance  at  the 
Majestic  last  weekend.  A band  and  a big 
turn-out  of  school  kids.  Girl  Scouts,  etc., 
were  at  the  station  to  meet  the  starlet 
with  a parade  to  City  Hall  where  she,  her 
mother  and  her  former  school  teacher 
were  welcomed  by  Mayor  Collins.  At  the 
theatre  Gloria  had  Joseph  Spaziano  and 
his  orchestra,  formerly  at  Fays,  accom- 
panying her  songs,  and  Fred  Friendly, 
Providence  advertising  agency  executive 
and  radio  announcer,  did  the  m.  c.  honors. 

Teachers’  Institute  holiday  last  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  found  Manager  George 
French  and  Publicist  Bill  Morton  of  the 
RKO-Albee  alert.  Mailing  list  sent  out 
prior  to  Institute  dates  announced  the 
show  at  Albee  to  4,200  teachers  in  the 
state.  Business  drawn  from  the  visitors 
in  the  first  hour  Thursday  more  than 
paid  for  expense  of  mailing,  says  Mana- 
ger French. 

Phillip  H.  Lavine,  formerly  associated 
with  Phil  Smith  circuit,  has  been  made 
general  manager  of  Associated  Theatres, 
Inc.,  circuit  and  was  in  town  last  Friday 
with  former  General  Manager  Ralph  E. 
Snider.  District  Manager  George  Cronin 
accompanied  the  pair  on  a round  of  the 
circuit  houses  here. 


Expect  Delay  in  Opening 
Of  Westville  Theatre 

New  Haven — The  Bailey  Bros.,  operators 
of  the  new  732-seat  Westville  Theatre,  be- 
lieve opening  of  the  new  house  might  be 
delayed  a few  days  beyond  the  expected 
November  20  date.  Samuel  Bailey,  who 
will  manage,  reports  that  the  opening  will 
be  in  the  form  of  an  open  house — a free 
continuous  one  and  one-half  hour  show  of 
selected  shorts. 


Ansel  N.  Sanborn  Elected 
To  Governor's  Council 

Concord,  N.  H. — Ansel  N.  Sanborn,  own- 
er of  film  theatres  in  Carroll  county,  was 
elected  as  a member  of  the  Governor’s 
Executive  Council  in  the  national  and 
state  election  of  November  5. 

Besides  being  a well-known  exhibitor, 
Sanborn  has  had  long  experience  in  pub- 
lic office,  having  served  as  speaker  of  the 
House  at  the  last  session  of  the  state 
legislature. 

In  another  councillor  contest,  Stanley 
James  of  Nashua,  formerly  prominent  in 
theatrical  circles,  was  defeated  by  a slim 
margin. 

Both  Sanborn  and  James  were  Repub- 
lican candidates. 


Red  Cross  Chairman 

Springfield,  Mass.  — George  W.  Cole- 
man, manager  of  the  Arcade,  has  been 
appointed  chairman  of  the  theatre  man- 
agers’ division  of  the  local  chapter  of  the 
Red  Cross. 


Into  Acer 

Boston — “Hit  Parade  of  1941,”  Republic 
Pictures  feature,  opened  first  run  in  Bos- 
ton at  the  Metropolitan,  largest  New  Eng- 
land theatre. 
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Only  One  Film  Clipped 
For  Massachusetts  Dates 


J^LTHOUGH  patrons  were  conspicuously 
absent  in  downtowns  election  eve  and 
day,  some  of  the  nabes  who  started  new 
dish  deals  reported  OK  . . . Poll  houses  had 
plenty  of  complaints  on  $1.10  Chaplin  ad- 
mission, but  almost  everybody  liked  the 
picture,  managers  say  . . . Sunday  busi- 
ness on  “No  Time  for  Comedy”  and  “Rang- 
ers of  Fortune”  at  the  Whalley  was  ter- 
rific, and  long-waiting  lines  formed  in  the 
lobby.  Downtown  pictures  at  the  time  had 
limited  appeal  outside  of  “Dictator”  . . . 
“Ice  Capades”  expected  to  pull  well  at  the 
Arena  week  of  November  20  to  26,  with 
prices  at  $1,  $1.50,  and  $2  . . . Loew-Poli 
played  RKO  post-election  unity  trailer, 
Metro’s  annual  “Romance  of  Celluloid,” 
and  Education  Week  trailer  along  with 
“Mark  of  Zorro.” 

Low  Astor  up  from  New  York  to  visit 
the  Columbians  ajid  theyi  on  to  Bar  Mitz- 
vah  festivities  of  Jerry  Rogovin,  son  of  I. 
H.  Rogovin,  Columbia  Boston  manager. 
Also  attending  from  New  Haven  were  Tim 
O’Toole,  Ben  Lourie,  Irving  C.  Jacocks  jr., 
Samuel  Rosen  and  Max  Tabackman  . . . 
Morris  Haddleman.  operator  of  the  Shel- 
ton, back  at  the  theatre  and  on  the  Street 
after  minor  nasal  surgery  . . . Phil  Saslau 
of  Fishman  Theatres  is  about  to  award  a 
contract  for  construction  of  a new  home 
on  Boulevard  . . . Jean  Boscardine  Stone 
expected  back  in  the  Colonial,  Canaan, 
boxoffice  Moyiday  after  a honeymoon  trip 
to  Havana  . . . And  now  Sister  Elizabeth 
Knickerbocker  is  ready  for  a vacation  from 
the  theatre. 

Guests  of  Sam  Lind  at  the  new  Cash 
Quiz  screening  at  the  20th-Fox  projection 
room  Tuesday  included  Harry  Shaw,  Lou 
Brown,  J.  B.  Fishman,  Jack  Post,  Cy  Bar- 
rett, Henry  Needles,  Samuel  Rosen,  and 
others.  Drinks  were  on  the  house.  Lind 
has  signed  M&P,  Rifkin  and  Lockwood  & 
Gordon  houses  in  the  Boston  area  for  use 
of  the  Quiz  . . . Harold  Rubin  of  Metro 
Premium  has  closed  35  enamelware  deals 
in  the  state  in  a whirlwind  campaign  . . . 
Capitol,  New  London,  used  the  Clifford 
Spook  Party  with  a 44-cent  admission  . . . 
Dick  Cohen  has  started  his  Standard 
American  Encyclopedia  at  the  Cheshire 
and  is  varying  the  Wonder  Book  deal  by 
offering  a free  cook  book.  Atlas,  or  dic- 
tionary as  a windup  premium. 

“Life  of  Guiseppe  Verdi’’  will  be  the  first 
Italian  picture  to  be  booked  at  the  Capitol. 
Waterbury  . . . Alhambra,  Waterbury,  re- 
ported successful  four-day  run  of  “Life  of 
Mother  Caprini,’’  in  Italian  with  English 
titles  . . . Regal,  Hartford,  keeping  “The 
Westerner’’  a third  week  . . . Gloria  Jean 
made  a personal  appearance  at  the  Majes- 
tic, Bridgeport,  simultaneously  with  the 
opening  of  “A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven."  Harry 
F.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  manager,  was 
m.  c.  . . . English  refugee  children  in  Wor- 
cester were  guests  of  Elm  Street  manager, 
Joseph  Anstead,  at  a performance  of  “The 
Great  Dictator,”  and  the  local  press  told 
about  it  in  story  and  art. 

Joseph  G.  Samartano,  manager  of  the 
Palace,  Meriden,  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Meriden  Kiwanis  Club  . . . Mor- 
ris Joseph,  manager  of  the  Universal  ex- 
change, is  recuperating  at  home  after  a 
long  illness  in  Grace  Hospital  . . . Sidney 
Swirsky,  Columbia  booker,  and  Mrs.  Swir- 
sky  celebrated  their  fifth  anniversary  in 
New  York,  taking  in  “It  Happened  on  Ice” 
and  the  Dodgers  vs.  Redskins  football  game 
at  Ebbets  Field  . . . George  Weiss  changed 
his  domicile  to  Madison  Square  Garden  the 


week  his  horse.  Shamrock,  was  entered  in 
various  jumping  classes  . . . Seen  at  Hejaz 
Grotto  formal:  Joe  Calechman  of  the 
Howard  and  Mrs.  Calechman,  who  still 
gets  orchids  . . . Esther  Sabsowitz,  Howard 
cashier,  traveled  to  Washington  recently. 

Columbia  Wildcats  will  bowl  Lee  Mal- 
carni’s  Essex  Square  Terrors  Tuesday 
night  . . . Harry  Lavietes  of  the  Pequot 
celebrated  his  35th  wedding  anniversary 
with  a surprise  house  party  . . . Right  Hon- 
orable Irving  C.  Jacocks  jr.,  representative 
from  Branford,  had  his  constituents  hilar- 
ious when  he  ad  libbed  in  the  middle  of  a 
serious  political  speech,  inspired  by  a 
glimpse  of  Mrs.  Jacocks  in  the  audience 
refusing  to  take  him  seriously  . . . Howard 
Johnson,  Yale  junior  and  son  of  Adolph 
Johnson,  has  been  named  to  the  All- 
American  swimming  team  for  the  second 
time  . . . William  Sagal,  brother  of  the  late 
Lou  Sagal,  prominently  connected  with 
Poli  interests,  died  here  suddenly  . . . Max 
Wolfe  of  the  Loew  home  office  visited  the 
Hartford  houses  with  Harry  Shaw. 

The  Cabin  Kids,  Negro  singers  who  ap- 
peared in  “Mississippi,”  gave  a program  of 
spirituals  and  folk  songs  at  a local  church 
. . . Yale  Drama  School  boasts  about  these 
alums:  Thomas  Seller,  who  secured  a 
Hollywood  contract  last  year  and  wrote  the 
screenplay  for  “Andy  Hardy  Meets  Debu- 
tante;” William  Stuckey,  who  has  a con- 
tract with  M-G-M;  Elaine  Ryan  and 
Frank  Cavett,  who  collaborated  on  the 
“Second  Chorus”  screenplay;  Barbara 
O’Neil,  who  appeared  in  “ATAHT,”  and 
Robert  Busch  in  “Romeo  and  Juliet”  . . . 
WICC  artists  in  New  Haven  and  Bridge- 
port are  now  playing  and  singing  BMI 
music  almost  exclusively  in  preparation  for 
the  station’s  January  1 non-Ascap  stand- 
ing. 

Franklin  Ferguson  got  Joe  E.  Brown, 
appearing  at  the  Shubert  in  “The  Great 
Elmer,"  to  make  a personal  appearance  at 
the  Whitney.  Ferguson  booked  Knute 
Rockne  Spills  and  Thrills  short  and 
plugged  it  as  an  extra  attraction  week  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  “Knute  Rockne — All 
American”  . . . Edward  Fitzpatrick  of  the 
Poli,  Waterbury,  secured  window  displays 
in  Kresge’s,  Woolworth  and  hat  shops  for 
“The  Great  Dictator.” 


Republic  Fetes  Winners 
In  Gene  Autry  Contest 

Boston — Republic  held  a luncheon  at 
the  Manger  Hotel  in  Boston  for  the  125- 
150  winners  of  Gene  Autry  contests  in 
conjunction  with  the  Rodeo  he  is  hand- 
ling at  the  Boston  Garden. 

A preview  of  “Melody  Ranch”  was 
scheduled  for  Wednesday  night  at  the 
State  in  New  Bedford.  It  is  the  first  Gene 
Autry  special  and  the  first  time  that  a 
studio  preview  has  been  held  in  this  ter- 
ritory by  Republic. 

H.  J.  Yates,  Sol  Seigel  and  J.  R.  Grain- 
ger. Republic  executives,  were  in  town  to 
get  audience  reaction  to  the  feature. 


Council  to  Elect 

Portland — The  Portland  Motion  Picture 
Council  held  its  annual  meeting  at  the 
Eastland  Hotel,  November  16.  Mrs.  O.  E. 
Haney,  president,  presided.  A new  slate 
of  officers  will  be  elected. 


Boston — “Torso  Murder  Mystery”  was 
the  only  picture  in  a list  of  48  to  be 
scissored  by  the  Massachusetts  censor 
board.  Deletions  included:  “Dialogue, 
‘ — damned — ’,  in  part  2.  Scenes  showing 
unconventional  dancing  in  part  5.”  Film 
is  being  distributed  by  Northeastern 
Films. 

Among  the  approved  features  were 
M-G-M’s  “Escape,”  20th-Fox’s  “Mark  of 
Zorro,”  Universal’s  “Seven  Sinners,”  First 
National’s  “Always  a Bride.” 

Eugene  M.  McSweeney,  in  a footnote, 
made  the  following  correction:  “The  mo- 
tion picture  entitled,  ‘The  Great  Dictator,’ 
appearing  on  our  official  weekly  bulletin 
of  approved  motion  pictures  No.  4,  dated 
October  25,  1940,  with  deletions,  is  hereby 
corrected  to  read  as  follows  with  revised 
deletions:  ‘Dialogue, — Sterile — ,’  in  part 
6.” 


Disapproved  for  Sunday  showings  in 
Massachusetts  were  the  acts  of  Byron  & 
Gold,  A1  Lemons  & Co.,  and  Milton  Doug- 
las with  Priscilla. 

Approved  with  the  elimination  of  “all 
suggestive  and  objectionable  dialogue  and 
action”  were  Blackstone  & Company,  Dave 
Harris  & Company,  Healey  & Garnella,  Joe 
& Ann  Howe,  Mackie  La  Val  & Paul,  Peters 
& May,  and  Sandy  Derson. 

Bob  Flinch  was  required  to  eliminate  a 
“strip  bit,”  and  The  Chesters  to  eliminate 
“woman’s  scant  and  nude  attire.  Woman 
must  cover  abdomen,” 


More  Defense  Contracts 
To  Connecticut  Firms 


New  Haven — Connecticut  corporations 
receiving  additional  contracts  from  the 
War  Department  include:  Lyman  Gun 
Sight,  Middlefield,  $18,096;  Colt’s  Patent 
Fire  Arms,  Hartford,  $23,501;  Winchester  i 
Repeating  Arms,  New  Haven,  $4,465;  Wal- 
lace Barnes,  Bristol,  $2,755;  Pratt  & Whit- 
ney, $17,268;  Nash  Engineering,  South 
Norwalk,  $5,059;  Max  Ams  Machine, 
Bridgeport,  $7,890;  Rolock,  Inc.,  Southport, 
$505;  G.  E.  Prentice,  New  Britain,  $28,050; 
Scovill  Manufacturing,  Waterbury,  Navy 
Department  contract,  $11,580. 


Collect  Toys  From  Kids 
For  Xmas  Distribution 


Middletown,  Conn. — Doors  of  the  local 
Middlesex  Theatre  opened  last  Saturday 
morning  at  9:30  for  boys  and  girls  who 
came  with  a new  or  used  toy.  This  annual 
show,  which  started  at  10,  was  planned  to 
collect  toys  which  the  city’s  firemen  paint 
and  repair  for  Christmas  distribution  to 
the  kiddies  of  Middletown  who  would 
otherwise  be  without  them. 

Theatre,  films  and  service  of  theatre  at- 
taches were  given  free.  Manager  Ernest 
Dorau  of  the  Middlesex  booked  “Pals  of 
the  Saddle,”  a western;  a “Three  Stooges” 
comedy,  and  several  color  cartoons. 


Parkhurst  Is  Managing 
The  Larcom  in  Beverly 

Beverly,  Mass. — Pearce  Parkhurst  is 
now  managing  the  Larcom  here  for  the  | 
E.  M.  Loew  circuit  of  Boston.  Before  it 
closed  for  the  winter,  Parkhurst  was  in 
charge  of  the  Merrimack  Park  Drive-In  at 
Methuen,  Mass. 
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Cole  Points  Way  to  License  Fee  for  Collecting 
Benefit  by  Decree  Royalties  "Unconstitutional” 


Dallas — Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president  of 
both  the  Texas  Allied  unit  whose  members 
assembled  at  their  21st  annual  convention 
here,  and  of  National  Allied,  in  speaking  on 
the  consent  decree,  and  cognizant  of  ex- 
hibitor-organizations’ opposition  to  it, 
nonetheless  declared  that  exhibitors  in 
competitive  situations  will  benefit  if  they 
know  how  to  use  it. 

That  Allied  is  opposed  to  the  decree  was 
recognized  by  Cole  who  cited  the  appear- 
ance of  Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel 
of  the  organization,  before  Judge  Goddard, 
to  protest  it,  but  reminded  his  listeners 
that  the  decree  will  be  by  order  of  the 
court,  and  any  violation  may  be  held  in 
contempt  of  court. 

Turning  to  general  trade  conditions, 
Cole  saw  progress  made  in  behalf  of  the 
independent  exhibitor,  saying,  “some  of 
these  exhibitors  are  getting  film  they 
could  not  get  five  years  ago. 

“Too,”  he  pointed  out,  “Allied  gets  con- 
sideration now,  whereas  before,  film  com- 
panies and  trade  papers  only  laughed. 
Sooner  or  later  the  inequalities  in  this 
business  will  disappear.” 

Samuelson,  Mills.  Richey 

Others  who  were  heard  at  the  Tuesday, 
November  12,  session  of  the  Texas  unit 
were  Sidney  Samuelson,  E.  C.  Mills,  and 
H.  M.  Richey. 

Samuelson,  former  national  president  of 
Allied  and  now  head  of  the  Allied  Infor- 
mation Department,  described  the  work- 
ings of  that  department,  reading  several 
letters  and  quoting  from  records  uphold- 
ing the  validity  of  the  AID  service.  He  re- 
ported M-G-M  and  United  Artists  as  striv- 
ing to  effect  amicable  relations  with  the 
largest  Allied  accounts. 

Touching  on  admission  taxes  and  the 
corollary  problem  of  clearance,  Samuelson 
predicted  that  all  exhibitors  soon  would 
be  paying  admission  taxes  and  warned 
those  not  now  paying  them  to  fight  any 
setback  in  clearance  because  of  that  rea- 
son. 

Mills,  in  his  capacity  as  head  of  Ascap, 
pointed  to  the  achievements  of  a strong 
organization,  and  chided  the  assembled  ex- 
hibitors for  not  building  an  organization 
that  could  rally  their  potential  political 
power  in  their  own  defense. 

Re-elect  Cole 

He  paid  tribute  to  the  work  of  Cole, 
Myers  and  other  exhibitor  leaders  but 
classed  them  as  part  time  workers  rather 
than  full  time  specialists. 

Richey,  heading  Metro’s  exhibitor  rela- 
tions department,  confined  his  comments 
to  emphasizing  the  fact  that  legal  fees  and 
costs  during  the  past  few  years  of  intra- 
industry strife  constituted  an  “expensive 
battle.”  Richey  held  that  exhibitors  in 
their  own  towns  were  the  best  judges  as 
to  prices,  policies,  and  product  in  their 
situation. 

Election  of  officers  at  the  Wednesday 
meeting  returned  Colonel  Cole  to  the  presi- 
dency of  Texas  Allied;  named  Marthe  Mc- 
Spadden,  R.  N.  Smith,  and  H.  S.  Leon 
vice-presidents,  and  A.  W.  Lilly,  secretary- 
treasurer. 

On  the  board  of  directors  are  Thomas 
Donnell,  Otto  Schmidt,  Woll  Dorbandt,  L. 
C.  Tidball,  C.  M.  Cooper,  Henry  Sparks, 
P.  C.  Williams,  Homer  Mulkey,  Lonnie 
Legg,  H.  Ford  Taylor,  Bill  Chesher,  H.  R. 


Bisby,  B.  R.  McLendon  and  Mrs.  R.  Earl 
Jones. 

Named  to  a finance  committee  are  Ru- 
bin Frels  of  Victoria;  A.  W.  Lilly  of  Green- 
ville, who  is  treasm’er;  H.  S.  Leon,  Has- 
kell, and  Otto  Schmidt,  Mason. 

Well-Attended  Meet 

Attending  the  two-day  convention,  which 
was  held  in  the  Adolphus  Hotel,  were 
Rubin  Frels,  Victoria;  R.  N.  Smith,  Mis- 
sion; H.  Ford  Taylor  and  Mrs.  Taylor, 
Ballinger;  A.  W.  Lilly,  Greenville;  G.  R. 
Layton,  Childress;  H.  R.  Bisby  and  Mrs. 
Bisby,  Garland;  Mrs.  Marthe  McSpadden, 
Electra;  P.  V.  Williams,  Munday;  H.  S. 
Leon,  Haskell. 

Carl  Garner,  Llano;  Hans  Smith,  Irv- 
ing; L.  C.  Tidball,  Ft.  Worth;  Homer 
Mulkey,  Clarendon;  Maggie  Scott,  Minnie 
Nicholson,  D.  B.  Leverett,  Overton;  Bob 
Euler  and  R.  N.  Smith,  Mission;  Dorothy 
L.  Scott,  Odessa;  Floyd  Ennis,  Donna;  F. 
C.  Smith,  Falfurias;  Carl  Garner,  Llano; 
Hans  Smith,  Irving;  C.  W.  Sadler, 
Weatherford;  Nathan  Brown  and  Howard 
Baskin,  Dallas;  L.  E.  Loveless;  B.  F.  White 
and  Gene  Nelson,  Ind-Ex  Booking  Service, 
Dallas;  D.  A.  Dixon,  Haskell,  Dallas;  Ben 
Golding  sr.,  Amarillo;  Ernest  Rockett  and 
Ben  Kjioch,  Itasca;  B.  R.  McLendon,  At- 
lanta; H.  V.  Post,  Lancaster. 

B.  M.  Bausell,  Mission;  Raymond  Comes, 
Farmersville;  Lonnie  Gell,  Denison;  F.  W. 
Zimmerman,  San  Marcos;  R.  H.  Thomp- 
son, Jacksboro;  C.  C.  Dues,  El  Paso;  W.  H. 
Frye,  Forney;  J.  P.  Hedricks,  Stephen ville. 

Tradesmen  on  the  register  were:  Ed- 
ward Auger  of  RKO;  Burt  King,  RCA;  G. 
E.  Giroux  from  the  Technicolor  company 
in  Hollywood;  Henry  Sorenson  of  Modern 
Theatre  Equipment  Co.;  J.  I.  Roberts,  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  with  his  staff  in- 
cluding Fred  R.  Hansen,  Bill  Hardin,  Dutch 
Konemann  and  A.  G.  Smith. 


Ala,  High  Court  Studies 
Birmingham  Injunction 

Montgomery,  Ala. — The  State  Supreme 
Court,  November  7,  took  under  advisement 
the  Galax  Theatre  contempt  case  from 
Birmingham. 

Attorneys  for  judges  who  last  week 
granted  the  theatre  a temporary  injunc- 
tion claimed  that  the  city  authorities  used 
“strong  arm  methods”  in  seizing  films  of 
the  picture  “French  Girls’  Club.” 

Frank  Bainbridge,  judges’  attorney, 
charged  that  police  “in  effect  say  we’re 
superior  to  the  superior  courts  of  Jeffer- 
son county  and  went  to  their  own  court” 
in  violation  of  the  injunction.  He  added 
that  the  film  was  “not  immoral.” 

Earlier,  J.  H.  Willis,  representing  the  city, 
contended  that  the  injunction,  which  the 
city  allegedly  violated,  was  void  on  grounds 
it  was  too  indefinite  and  did  not  give  24 
hours’  notice. 


Fire  in  McComb 

McComb,  Miss. — Fire  which  broke  out  in 
the  projection  room  of  the  new  American 
Theatre  in  McComb  destroyed  $200  worth 
of  film.  The  theatre  had  its  opening  two 
weeks  ago.  No  damage  was  done  in  the 
theatre. 


New  Orleans — Act  137  of  the  1934 
Louisiana  Legislature  which  imposes  a fee 
of  $5,000  to  be  paid  in  each  parish  of  the 
state  for  the  privilege  of  collecting  royal- 
ties or  rents  on  copyrighted  music  books, 
recorded  music  for  mechanical  reproduc- 
tion, or  radio  programs  has  been  held  un- 
constitutional by  the  Louisiana  state  su- 
preme court. 

The  high  court,  in  an  opinion  by  Chief 
Justice  Charles  A.  O’Neil,  upheld  Judge 
Robert  Rivarde  in  Jefferson  parish  who 
declared  the  act  unconstitutional  in  dis- 
missing an  indictment  against  J.  Stude- 
baker  Lucas  for  alleged  violation  of  the 
act. 

“The  so-called  license  fee  is  exorbitant 
and  the  terms  of  the  statute  are  oppres- 
sive” said  the  chief  justice  in  his  opinion. 
“A  license  fee  to  be  paid  in  each  and  every 
parish  in  the  state  means  that  the  license 
fee  would  amount  to  $320,000  for  the 
privilege  of  doing  business  throughout  the 
state.”  The  gross  amount  collected  by 
Lucas  in  1939,  the  period  for  which  he  was 
indicted,  was  $65,297.39  and  the  gross 
amounted  in  Jefferson  parish  that  year 
was  $2,228.62,  the  opinion  stated.  The 
average  gross  amount  collected  per  parish 
in  1939  was  $1,053.18,  it  was  pointed  out. 
Such  a statute,  the  chief  justice  said,  is 
violative  of  the  14th  amendment  of  the 
federal  constitution  in  that  it  deprives  one 
of  the  right  to  carry  on  a lawful  business 
or  occupation. 


L6rJ  Acquires  Roxy  in 
Atlanta  From  Meyer 

Atlanta — The  Roxy  Theatre,  downtown 
house  seating  about  2,300,  and  operated 
since  last  December  by  the  Robert  E. 
Meyer  interests  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  was 
to  be  taken  over  Sunday,  November  17,  by 
Lucas  & Jenkins,  operators  of  a large  group 
of  theatres  in  Georgia.  Details  of  the 
long-term  lease  under  which  the  Roxy  was 
acquired  were  not  divulged. 

William  K.  Jenkins,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  Lucas  & Jenkins,  stated,  “Just  what 
our  policy  will  be  at  the  Roxy  has  not 
been  determined,  but  we  are  taking  over 
in  the  face  of  an  overcrowded  local  con- 
dition. We  will  fix  our  policy  at  the  Roxy 
as  we  proceed  with  the  operation.” 

The  Roxy  was  built  in  1927  by  Mr.  Meyer 
at  a cost  of  approximately  $1,000,000,  and 
at  that  time  was  known  as  the  Georgia. 
It  was  operated  in  turn  by  Publix  Thea- 
tres, R.  B.  Wilby,  and  Lucas  & Jenkins 
until  1939,  when  the  Meyer  interests  again 
took  it  over. 


Loew's  Revises  Film  Cost 
Amortization  Table 

New  York — Loew’s,  Inc.,  producer  of 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Pictures,  has  an- 
nounced that,  due  to  conditions  aboard,  it 
has  again  revised  its  table  of  amortiza- 
tion of  film  costs,  applicable  to  all  pic- 
tures released  after  Sept.  1.  1939,  by  re- 
allocating such  costs  in  the  proportion  of 
75  per  cent  to  domestic  distribution  and 
25  per  cent  to  foreign  distribution,  in- 
stead of  the  previous  respective  alloca- 
tions of  70  and  30  per  cent. 
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Texas  chief  of  service,  both  now  learning 
the  inside  of  flying  at  the  Ontario  aero- 
nautical school. 


DICK  BZETNER,  Earnest  Tubb,  Mrs.  Jim- 
mie Rodgers  and  daughter,  Nita,  have 
returned  from  a fortnight  in  Hollywood 
after  making  a series  of  recordings  for 
Decca  . . . The  Aztec  resumed  their 
“Hollywood  Sneak  Previews”  Tuesday  night 
. . . Election  day  business  in  downtown 
theatres  was  reported  as  satisfactory  . . . 
Had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Bob  OTton- 
nell,  nephew  of  the  Interstate  general 
manager  in  Dallas.  He  is  a member  of  the 
service  staff  at  the  Drive-In. 

“NWMP”  had  a private  screening  elec- 
tion morning  at  the  Majestic  for  local 
critics  and  theatremen.  To  plug  the  com- 
ing of  this  picture  at  this  ace  house,  Lee 
Chitwood,  assistant  chief  of  service,  wore 
a Royal  Mounted  Police  uniform,  which 
attracted  the  eyes  of  theatregoers  . . . 
The  local  Boys’  Club  members  were  treat- 
ed to  the  showing  of  a sound  motion  pic- 
ture entitled  “Home  Defense”  last  week 
. . . Dove  hunting  has  been  pretty  good 
around  Pearsall  and  Pleasanton,  accord- 
ing to  Dorris  Null,  candy  concessioner  at 
the  State.  She  has  been  spending  her 
Tuesdays  off  getting  her  limit  whenever 
the  weather  permits.  The  season  closed  in 
Texas,  November  15. 

Third  dimensional  still  photographs  were 
displayed  in  the  Aztec  lobby  through  the 
courtesy  of  Interstate  City  Manager  Ed- 
ward E.  Collins  . . . “Hell’s  Angels,”  a 
UA  reissue  of  1930  vintage,  was  held  over 
for  two  extra  days  at  the  Empire,  giving 
it  a four-day  rim  by  popular  demand 
. . . Joyland,  an  amusement  park,  has  op- 
ened. Circus  acts  and  wild  west  show  are 
among  the  many  features  offered  the 
public. 

Hibernating  at  his  Medina  Lake  lodge 
is  Henry  Krum,  local  representative  for 
Warner  . . . Three  former  theatremen  have 
gone  to  California  to  train  in  the  inter- 
est of  national  defense.  They  include  Billy 
Brown,  ex-Texas  usher,  now  of  San  Diego; 
Malcolm  Bailey,  former  Empire  assistant 
manager,  and  Benny  Mitchell,  erstwhile 


“El  Flaco  Gamez  and  Co.”  are  being 
held  over  at  the  National  for  an  extra  six- 
day  engagement  . . . Hal  Norfleet,  skipper 
of  the  new  Drive-In,  is  piloting  a sporty 
new  car  . . . Jules  Pontenat,  assistant  chief 
of  service  at  the  State,  recently  won  that 
$100  prize  for  his  singing  on  KM  AC’s 
“Juvenile  Star  Program.”  Jules  says  the 
money  came  in  mighty  handy  to  help  pay 
for  his  hospital  bill  and  throat  operation 
. . . Ted  Lewis  and  his  stage  show  is  cur- 
rently playing  the  Majestic. 

"GWTW"  Anniversary 
Release  in  Atlanta 

Atlanta  — As  a gesture  to  Atlanta, 
M-G-M  is  returning  “Gone  With  the 
Wind”  to  Loew’s  Grand  Theatre  on  the 
anniversary  of  its  opening  for  a special 
limited  engagement.  An  anniversary  pre- 
miere is  planned  for  the  evening  of  'Thurs- 
day, December  12,  and  while  no  stars  have 
been  especially  invited  to  attend,  the  pre- 
miere will  be  a sentimental  occasion  and 
the  proceeds  will  go  to  charity  designated 
by  civic  officials. 

This  premiere  will  precede  the  film’s 
general  national  release  in  January.  It 
will  be  presented  uncut,  exactly  the  same 
as  in  roadshow  engagements  but  at  one- 
half  the  roadshow  price  scale. 

During  the  past  year  this  David  O. 
Selznick  adaptation  of  the  Margaret 
Mitchell  novel  has  proved  itself  the  big- 
gest attraction  in  screen  history.  Despite 
the  fact  that  more  than  20  million  people 
throughout  the  country  attended  the  ad- 
vanced price  road  showings,  it  is  estimated 
that  more  than  50  million  moviegoers  are 
awaiting  their  first  glimpse  of  the  film 
in  its  general  release. 


AT  LOW  COST 


1.  Complete  Unit  Matched 
Sound  System. 

2.  Superb  Quality  reproduc- 
tion of  all  wide  range  re- 
cordings. 

3.  Smooth  and  trouble-proof 
operation. 

4.  High  Power  output  for  any 
size  theatre. 

Trade  in  Your  Old  Sound 
and  Save  Money 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate 
Service  Always" 

HERBER  BROS. 

408  S.  Harwood  - Dallas,  Tex. 


NEW  SOUND 


A T IIL  A M T A 

\^ARNER’S  office  personnel  contributed 

’^100  per  cent  to  the  British  War  Relief 
fund  . . . Visugraphic  Film  has  completed 
remodeling  its  offices,  also  those  of  Mil- 
lion Dollar  Productions  and  Savini  Films 
who  occupy  the  second  floor  of  their  build- 
ing. 

Visitors:  C.  H.  Richelieu,  Tarpon  Thea- 
tre, Tarpon  Springs,  Fla.;  Bob  Word,  Ritz, 
Scottsboro,  Ala.;  Mack  Jackson,  Strand, 
Alexander  City,  Ala.;  Warren  Newman  and 
son.  Pastime,  Sandersville,  Ga.;  Hammond 
Green,  booker  for  All  Amusements  Co., 
Albertville,  Ala.;  E.  J.  Hunter,  Colquitt, 
Colquitt,  Ga.;  L.  J.  Brown,  Dixie,  Jack- 
son,  Ga.;  R.  L.  Hutcheson,  Ritz,  Austell, 
Ga.;  Howard  Schuessler,  booker,  Lam 
Amusement,  Rome,  Ga.;  Mrs.  Schuessler ; 
Lukie  Stein,  Stein  Theatres,  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  Leon  Robbins  and  his  father,  Mr. 
Robinovitz,  Lincoln,  Gainesville,  Fla.,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Weis,  Savannah,  Sa- 
vannah,  Ga. 

Janie  Ledbetter,  accountant  at  Theatri- 
cal Printing,  was  off  several  days  this  past 
week  with  a sprained  back  . . . Monogram 
Southern  Exchanges  have  remodeled  and 
redecorated  their  offices  the  past  week. 

Carl  Floyd,  Floyd  Theatres,  Haines  City, 
Fla.,  paid  Filmrow  a visit  for  the  first 
time  in  several  months,  and  was  enthusi- 
astically greeted  by  his  many  old  friends. 

The  Warner  Club  is  planning  a ride  and 
breakfast  at  Adams  Park,  Thanksgiving 
morning  . . . Sam  Berry  of  Southland 
Theatre  Equipment  Co.  is  fast  improving 
in  health. 

All  film  exchanges  were  closed  half  a 
day  Monday,  November  11,  in  observance 
of  Armistice  Day  . . . Gene  Cox,  salesman 
for  Universal,  was  a visitor  over  the  week- 
end, prior  to  leaving  for  Alabama  territory. 

Howard  Duncan,  son  of  L.  J.  Duncan, 
A1  Dun  Amusement  Co.,  West  Point,  Ga., 
was  a visitor  for  several  days  with  Bill 
Collins,  booker,  Toccoa,  Ga.  Howard  is 
manager  for  the  Ritz  at  Toccoa. 

Kay  Norton  of  Warner  Bros,  flew  to 
Dallas  to  spend  the  weekend  with  her 
family  . . . Alpha  Fowler  jr.,  son  of  Rep- 
resentative and  former  Senator  Alpha 
Fowler,  Alpha  Theatre,  Douglasville,  Ga., 
and  Empire  Theatre,  Atlanta,  will  be 
boomed  for  the  presidency  of  the  national 
Future  Farmers  of  America  at  the  annual 
convention  in  Kansas  City  this  week. 

Harry  Graham,  southern  division  mana- 
ger for  Universal,  is  in  Charlotte  this  week 
. . . Grace  Woolly,  Columbia,  has  returned 
to  her  desk  following  an  absence  of  sev- 
eral weeks. 


Prognosticators  . 

Dallas— Those  assertedly  in  the  know 
contend  that  if  the  forthcoming  addition 
to  the  Ronald  V.  Martin  household  is  a 
boy  he  will  be  named  George;  if  a girl, 
Georgia.  Reason:  Expected  around  Feb- 
ruary 22,  Washington’s  birthday. 


McLendon  to  Helm 

Montgomery,  Ala. — Robert  “Bob”  Mc- 
Lendon, who  has  been  connected  with  the 
Paramount  and  Empire  theatres  for  sev- 
eral years,  has  been  appointed  manager 
of  the  Fairhope  Theatre  in  Fairhope,  Ala. 
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JOHN  HERRMANN,  ace  photographer  for 
Paramount  News,  whose  exploits  over 
the  world  have  won  him  the  Congressional 
Medal  of  Honor,  a fellowship  in  the  Royal 
Photographic  Society,  and  many  other 
honors,  has  come  to  New  Orleans  to  open 
up  a bureau  from  which  he  will  direct 
Paramount  News  activities  over  the  South- 
west . . . “London  Can  Take  It”  had  its 
first  neighborhood  showing  at  the  Ashton. 

Exhibitors  of  New  Orleans  will  show  the 
three-minute  film,  "The  Volunteer  Solici- 
tor,” made  by  Walt  Disney  for  the  Com- 
munity Mobilization  for  Human  Needs 
campaign.  Gaston  J.  Bureau  jr.  is  chair- 
man of  the  distribution  committee  and 
members  are  Bertrand  Kiern,  Rene  J. 
Brunet,  L.  C.  Montgomery,  Mike  Heck  and 
Walt  Dunn.  Cooperating  exhibitors  include 
Joy  Houck,  Isadore  Lazarus,  J.  H.  Moser, 
Rene  Levy,  Henry  Heiderich,  Vic  Meyer, 
Rodney  Toups,  John  Quinlan,  W.  A.  Fon- 
seca, Warren  Salles,  W.  H.  Castay,  Paul 
Brunet  jr.,  J.  A.  Dicharry,  M.  Hemstreet, 
W.  J.  Roche,  Clarence  Chandler,  Alex 
J.  Schulman,  E.  Mortimer,  L.  Shields,  I.  J. 
Harrelson,  Alfred  E.  Gross,  Charles  Woll- 
mer,  J.  Alsina,  F.  Alsina,  Frank  Rufino, 
H.  Bailey,  F.  Calamia,  A.  Demharter  and 
M.  H.  Jacobs. 

Ways  and  means  of  obtaining  higher 
standards  in  motion  pictures  were  dis- 
cussed at  a meeting  of  the  Young  Re- 
viewers at  the  Roosevelt.  Mrs.  John  M. 
Farrell,  president,  was  in  charge  . . . 
Kenny  Baker  will  appear  at  the  Mimicipal 
Auditorium  on  December  2 . . . Katharine 
Hepburn  is  scheduled  for  the  Auditorium 
January  13  . . . John  LeRoy  Johnston, 
publicity  director  for  Walter  Wanger,  was 
in  the  city.  He  called  on  various  news- 
papers. 

Among  visitors  to  the  Row  were:  Mis- 
sissippi— Ed  Delaney,  Pike,  Magnolia; 
Stanley  Taylor,  Crosby,  Crosby;  Frank 
Glick,  Palace,  Forest;  F.  D.  Lawrence,  Ritz, 
Laurel;  Jack  Terry,  Scott;  Clyde  Gordon, 
Pastime,  Lumberton;  Mrs.  H.  H.  Everett, 
McGee,  McGee.  Louisiana — Gordon  C.  Og- 
den, Chimes,  Baton  Rouge;  J;  Gaude, 
Magic,  Port  Allen;  Morris  Meltz,  Arcade, 
Ferriday. 


ABOUT  THE  HUNTING  CLUB: 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Pilmrow  Hunt- 
ing Club,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  regu- 
lar officers,  Bert  Kern  of  the  Happy  Hour 
Theatre  in  the  upper  section  of  the  city, 
was  called  to  the  chair.  Kern  thanked  the 
members  for  the  honor  and  dove  headfirst 
into  an  address,  which,  by  the  way,  was 
already  prepared  and  entitled  “The  Pun 
I Have  Had  in  Rimning  a Neighborhood 
Theatre.” 

He  said,  when  he  began,  he  had  little 
to  say,  but  he  actually  talked  85  minutes 
before  he  reached  “and  thirdly.”  Some- 
body called  “Get  the  Hook”  and  Bert  took 
the  hint.  There  was  constant  heckling 
throughout  the  entire  session  before  it  was 
discovered  someone  had  rung  in  a ven- 
triloquist in  the  guise  of  an  upstate  ex- 
hibitor. ' 

The  guest  of  honor.  Max  H.  Braselton, 
who  is  a new  booker  at  Monogram,  was 
next  welcomed  with  applause.  He  said  he 
was  not  much  of  a talker,  but  wished  to 
answer  a few  questions  propounded  by 
members.  He  denied  prevalent  stories  that 
Atlanta  film  salesmen  cover  their  terri- 
tory with  a yoke  of  oxen  and  a covered 
wagon;  that  Atlanta  has  paved  streets 
instead  of  mud  roads;  that  the  inhabi- 


tants are  familiar  with  airplanes,  and 
that  the  mayor  did  not  declare  a holiday 
when  Joy  Houck  dropped  in  with  his  pri- 
vate plane,  nor  did  film  salesmen  chew 
gum  and  say  “My  gosh!”  He  also  de- 
clared it  was  a vile  slander,  the  assertion 
that  the  city  of  Atlanta  was  waiting  with 
bated  breath  for  the  first  run  of  “The 
Great  Train  Robbery.”  At  the  conclusion 
of  his  address,  a banquet  of  frankfurters 
was  served  which  proved  a flop  when  one 
of  the  “hot  dogs”  actually  barked  at  L.  C. 
Montgomery  of  the  Saenger  forces  when 
he  attempted  to  stick  a fork  in  his  por- 
tion. 

Other  addresses  were  made  by  Prank 
Rufino  and  Joe  Alsini  and  the  treasurer 
reported  that  the  wampum  box  was  de- 
pleted. The  ventriloquist  visitor  then 
chimed  in  “but  his  wardrobe  is  not.” 


Work  Started  on  Theatre 
Just  Outside  of  O.  C. 

Oklahoma  City — ^Work  has  been  started 
on  a 525-seat  theatre  at  3925  Northwest 
10th  Street,  about  a mile  outside  the  city 
limits. 

It  will  be  operated  by  L.  B.  Warren, 
owner  of  the  Ritz,  Yukon,  Okla.,  and  his 
brother,  G.  L.  Warren  jr.,  Borger,  Tex., 
one  of  whom  will  take  over  active  man- 
agement. L.  B.  purchased  the  Ritz  about 
a month  ago  from  Cecil  Davis. 


Open  New  Theatre 

North  Little  Rock,  Ark. — A new  thea- 
tre has  been  opened  here  at  313  Main 
Street  by  Your  Family  Theatres,  Inc.  A 
previous  report  had  placed  the  theatre  in 
Little  Rock  where  the  company  operates 
the  Rex. 


Dalton  Trumbo  Scripting 

Hollywood — Metro  has  assigned  Dalton 
Trumbo  to  the  script  of  “Somewhere  I’ll 
Find  You,”  from  the  novel  by  Charles 
Hoffman.  Pandro  Berman  will  produce. 


Q,  J.  CRAVER  is  managing  the  West  End 
^ at  High  Point  for  Watt  Parker  . . . 
Pauline  Griffith,  secretary  of  the  TOA  of 
the  Carolinas,  is  recovering  from  a cold 
she  picked  up  somewhere  on  election  day 
. . . Word  from  Scott  Lett,  head  of  the 
Paramount  exchange  here,  that  the  screen- 
ing room  is  being  remodeled. 

The  new  building  to  house  the  M-G-M 
exchange  is  going  up  ..  . The  new  house 
at  Elkin,  operated  by  Louis  Mitchell,  is 
not  yet  named  ...  At  Lincolnton,  Albert 
Miller  is  planning  a new  theatre.  He  oper- 
ates two  other  houses  there,  the  Rivoli  and 
Grand. 

The  Richard  at  Ahoskie  is  going  to  get 
new  carpet  from  National  Theatre  Supply. 

R.  Glenn  Davis  is  the  operator  . . . B&B 
Theatres  Corp.,  headed  by  Ellis  Blumen- 
thal,  has  opened  the  State  and  Lincoln  in 
Florence,  S.  C. 

At  the  latest  meeting  of  the  Cashier’s 
Club,  plans  were  completed  to  furnish 
some  poor  family  with  a turkey  dinner  on 
Thanksgiving.  Christmas  will  find  the  club 
continuing  their  charities  by  playing  Santa 
Claus  in  like  manner.  In  January  a dance 
will  engage  their  attention. 


Saenger  Buys  RKO's  New 
Season  Product  Lineup 

New  Orleans — RKO’s  entire  lineup  for 
1940-41  has  been  purchased  by  the  Saen- 
ger group  of  theatres  consisting  of  99  situ- 
ations in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama 
and  Florida. 

RKO  was  represented  in  the  negotiations 
by  Robert  Mochrie,  eastern  and  southern 
sales  manager;  District  Manager  Dave 
Prince  and  Manager  Page  Baker  of  New 
Orleans.  Saenger  was  represented  by  Gas- 
ton Dureau  jr. 


Ask  The  Exhibitor  That  Uses 

Simplex  4 STAR  SOUND 

How  Many  Patrons  Regularly  Compliment 
His  Perfect  Reproduction  and  Come  Back 
Again  and  Again. 

•I 

Sure  It  Costs  More  And  It's  Worth  It 

! 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

Dallas,  Atlanta,  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Charlotte  and  Oklahoma  City 
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BANK  NIGHT  award  of  $290  is  the 
object  of  a suit  filed  by  a patron 
against  Moses  Lebovitz,  owner  of  the 
Grand,  Chattanooga.  The  patron  claims 
his  name  was  called  out  from  the  stage, 
but  that  he  was  delayed  in  reaching  the 
stage  by  the  crowd  and  was  told  when 
he  did  get  there  he  was  too  late.  The 
theatre  owner  denies  the  patron  was  in 
the  house  at  the  time. 

“Lillian  Russell”  was  the  first  attrac- 
tion offered  by  the  new  Hollywood  in 
Memphis.  The  theatre,  owned  by  J.  W. 
West,  is  a 950-seater,  charging  10  and  20 
cents  ...  A bbb-pound  safe,  containing 
several  hundred  dollars  in  cash,  was 
stolen  from  the  office  of  Manager  E.  J. 
Jordon,  Belle  Meade,  Nashville. 

Jimmy  Pepper,  manager  of  Kingsul, 
Kingsport,  announces  Charles  Burns,  for 
the  past  several  months  at  the  State  and 
formerly  with  the  Tennessee,  Knoxville, 
has  succeeded  Dale  Austin  as  manager 
of  the  Rialto.  Austin  resigned  to  enter 
college  . . . The  Strand,  Hohenwald,  is 
trying  out  a reduced  price  scale  four  nights 
a week. 

John  Milton  Nelson,  an  employe  of 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.  at  Chattanooga, 
was  married  to  Miss  Ernestine  Northcutt 
. . . Ditto  Onslow  Milburn  Prince,  em- 
ployed by  the  Princess,  Cleveland,  to  Miss 
Anita  Saralyn  Reynolds  . . . Don  Ran- 
dolph, manager  of  the  Paramount,  Bristol, 
was  host  to  local  National  Guardsmen  at 
a showing  of  “Boom  Town”  just  prior  to 
their  departure  for  camp. 

George  Frederick  Shurmeyer,  61,  who 
operated  the  first  vaudeville  house  in  Mem- 
phis, the  old  Palace  on  Main  St.,  died 
recently  at  his  home  there  following  a 
heart  attack.  He  quit  show  business  when 
films  pushed  out  vaudeville. 

G.  L.  Denton,  Beulah  Butler  and  Lydia 
Dalton  Drumbar,  principals  of  the  Denton 
theatrical  group  at  Knoxville,  are  being 
sued  in  chancery  court  for  back  rent  al- 
legedly due  on  property  occupied  by  the 
State  Theatre. 

Manager  W.  L.  Banniza  reports  capac- 
ity business  at  the  newly  remodeled  Court 
in  Huntingdon.  The  theatre  was  recently 
inspected  by  the  owner,  K.  C.  Stengel, 
president  of  Rockwood  Amusement  Co. 


A Former  Usher  Gets  a 
Vice  Consular  Post 


Austin — Raymond  Wood,  former  usher 
at  the  Varsity,  has  been  selected  by  the 
State  Department  diplomatic  service  for  a 
vice-consular  post  in  a Latin-American 
country. 

A native  Texan  and  former  University 
of  Texas  student,  Raymond  has  a brother 
in  the  show  business — Welden  Wood — 
who  is  manager  of  the  Main  in  Oklahoma 
City. 


Two  Chains  Remodeling 
Units  in  Chattanooga 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. — Independent  The- 
atres is  spending  $8,000  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a new  front  and  for  other  remod- 
eling on  its  house  at  823  Market  St.  New 
seats  and  projection  equipment  will  be 
installed. 

Cumberland  Amusement  plans  to  remod- 
el its  Winchester  here  at  a cost  of  $20,000. 


Theatre  lor  Recruits 

San  Antonio — Dodd  Field  recruits  are 
now  attending  their  own  theatre.  Although 
it  has  canvas  walls  and  a star-studded 
ceiling,  the  show  is  packed  nightly.  Theatre 
seats  750  and  pictures  are  changed  daily, 
with  a 15-cent  admission  charge.  Before 
it  was  built,  the  soldiers  at  Dodd  Field 
had  to  go  to  the  Fort  Sam  Houston  Thea- 
tre, a distance  of  more  than  three  miles 
for  their  nightly  entertainment. 


New  Corporation 

Little  Rock — The  General  Amusement 
Co.,  Inc.  of  Little  Rock  has  filed  articles  of 
incorporation  with  the  secretary  of  state. 
Incorporators  are  C.  C.  Mundo,  Thelma 
Mundo,  Edwin  W.  Pickthorne  and  Clara  S. 
Pickthorne. 


^HE  Crittenden,  West  Memphis,  will 

open  at  7:15  p.  m.  during  the  winter 
months  . . . The  Landers,  Batesville,  is  in- 
stalling a new  heating  system  . . . The 
Plaza,  Fort  Smith’s  newest,  will  replace 
the  Mystic,  opened  recently  at  1014  Garri- 
son Ave. 

Texarkana  theatres  and  the  Boy  Scouts 
will  aid  the  junior  chamber  of  commerce 
in  collecting  toys  to  be  distributed  to  un- 
derprivileged kids  on  Christmas.  They  will 
hold  toy  matinees  on  Saturday  mornings. 

November  27  is  the  date  set  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  Commonwealth  circuit’s  new 
Melba  at  Batesville  . . . 'The  Roxy,  R&R 
house  in  Little  Rock,  which  has  been  com- 
pletely modernized  and  remodeled,  has  re- 
opened. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 

IHI'Va  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


OKILA.  ClinrY 

^OM  JOHNSON,  who  only  recently  was 
transferred  here  from  the  Dallas  office 
of  National  Screen  Service,  has  resigned 
to  become  assistant  manager  of  the  Coro- 
nado, Putnam  City,  operated  by  Cecil  Davis 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Smith,  operators 
of  Harry’s  Theatre  in  Crescent,  Okla.,  paid 
a visit  to  Filmrow  . . . Bert  Stem,  man- 
ager of  the  Criterion,  used  three  barrels  in 
front  of  his  house  to  ballyhoo  “Third  Fin- 
ger, Left  Hand.”  They  were  lettered  “Bar- 
rels of  Fun,”  “Barrels  of  Laughter”  and 
“Barrels  of  Mirth.” 

Bob  Pfotenhauer,  manager  of  the  State, 
also  used  a ballyhoo  in  front  of  his  house 
for  “Too  Many  Girls.”  An  old  iron  stove 
was  painted  red  and  a placard  was  placed 
thereon  proclaiming  that  the  picture  was 
“hotter  than  a depot  stove”  . . . Robert 
Boiler,  Kansas  City  theatre  architect,  was 
in  town  to  confer  with  prospective  theatre 
builders  . . . Buddy  Gray,  RKO  exploiteer 
in  Dallas,  was  here  for  a week.  He  made  a 
trip  to  Tulsa  and  back  and  then  attended 
the  opening  of  the  new  Lindsay  in  Lub- 
bock, Tex.,  along  with  Griffith  officials 
. . . Ralph  Drury,  manager  of  the  Ritz, 
Tulsa,  was  married  November  2 to  Miss 
Gwinn  Higgins  of  Tulsa.  On  their  honey- 
moon, they  came  to  Oklahoma  City  and 
visited  friends  . . . Employes  of  the  State 
and  Penn  theatres  recently  held  a private 
screening  of  “Li’l  Abner,”  produced  by 
RKO.  The  film^  based  on  the  popular 
comic  strip,  adheres  closely  to  the  story 
and  characters  in  the  newspaper  strip  and 
proved  to  be  hilariously  funny. 

Ada  Montgomery  has  become  secretary 
to  Bob  Pfotenhauer,  State  manager,  re- 
placing Joe  Wallace,  resigned  . . . Hinges 
were  removed  from  fire  exit  doors  at  the 
rear  of  the  State  Theatre  Hallowe’en  night 
by  pranksters  . . . F.  O.  Williams,  former- 
ly manager  of  the  Pix  Theatre  here,  sent 
a postcard  to  friends  here  telling  them  he 
has  been  in  the  Veterans  Hospital  at  Whip- 
ple, Ai’iz.,  for  some  time,  but  now  “have 
good  prospects  of  leaving  here  soon”  . . . 
Wilma  Spillers,  Monogram  stenographer, 
spent  the  weekend  in  Eufala,  Okla.  . . . 
Victor  Cavener,  Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply, 
has  returned  from  a month’s  stay  on  busi- 
ness in  the  Kansas  City  office  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  Eldon  Peek,  president  and  secre- 
tary, respectively,  of  Oklahoma  Theatre 
Supply,  returned  Saturday  from  a trip  to 
Kansas  City  on  business. 

Filmrow  visitors  included:  J.  Rudolph 
Smith,  Royal,  Mountain  View;  J.  D.  Lan- 
kister.  Majestic,  Allen;  M.  R.  Allen,  State, 
Altus;  Mrs.  Harry  Waldron,  Blue  Moon 
theatres  at  Alec  and  Lindsay;  Roy  Clark, 
Pix,  Byars;  J.  W.  Holt,  Wigwam,  Coalgate; 
D.  A.  White,  Nusho,  Collinsville;  Leonard 
White,  Bulldog  and  Bungalow,  Weather- 
ford; Waite  Kerr,  Platte,  Sulphur;  Bill 
Smith,  Nu-Art,  Cordell;  C.  S.  Rose,  Rex, 
Mayesville;  L.  L.  Jones,  Ritz,  Lawton;  Sam 
Elzo,  Rex,  McCloud;  L.  E.  Brewer,  Royal, 
Pauls  Valley,  and  John  Terry,  Rex,  Ko- 
nowa. 


Pates  Renovate 

Samson,  Ala. — A renovation  job  on  the 
Royal  Theatre  here,  owned  and  operated 
by  W.  D.  Pate  and  Sons,  has  recently  been 
completed.  New  seats  and  new  equipment 
are  included  in  the  redecoration. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

1026  SANTA  FE  BLDG.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas.  Texas 


Duals  at  Adel,  Ga. 

Adel,  Ga. — Frank  Lineberger,  manager 
of  the  Majestic,  has  inaugurated  a double 
feature  policy. 
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See  No  Change  in 
Fees  by  CPRS 

Toronto — Intimation  from  the  Canadian 
Performing  Rights  Society  is  that  the 
schedule  of  fees  for  the  use  of  copyrighted 
compositions  by  all  theatres  in  the  Do- 
minion will  remain  unchanged  for  the 
year  1941. 

Under  the  Copyright  statutes  of  the  Do- 
minion government,  the  society  is  required 
to  file  notice  with  the  Copyright  Appeal 
Board  regarding  its  proposed  tariffs  for 
the  next  calendar  year  before  December  1, 
after  which  the  board  holds  an  adver- 
tised hearing  at  which  licensees  register 
their  objections  to  any  proposed  changes 
before  approval  is  granted  by  the  govern- 
ment body.  This  procedure  was  adopted 
some  years  ago  as  a result  of  a battle 
over  the  status  of  the  Performing  Rights 
Society  which  reached  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  one  question  being 
the  legality  of  charging  for  the  use  of  a 
composition  when  it  had  not  been  regis- 
tered with  the  Government  at  a fee  of  $2. 
The  point  was  brought  out  that  the  So- 
ciety claimed  control  of  some  million  mu- 
sical works,  only  a comparative  few  of 
which  had  been  registered. 

A struggle  looms,  however,  over  in- 
creased license  fees  for  songs  and  other 
compositions  used  in  programs  of  the  Ca- 
nadian radio  network  and  broadcasts  by 
individually-owned  stations.  The  prospect 
is  that  Canadian  stations  will  link  with 
the  networks  in  the  United  States  in  the 
organization  of  a Canadian  branch  of 
Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  for  the  production 
of  new  musical  works  which  do  not  come 
within  the  realm  of  ASCAP  or  the  Cana- 
dian Society  which  is  said  to  have  a work- 
ing agreement  with  the  Gene  Buck  or- 
ganization in  the  States.  If  this  develop- 
ment takes  place,  it  will  mean  the  fade- 
out  of  prominent  radio  stars  and  possibility 
of  the  disappearance  of  screen  artists  from 
the  airwaves.  Familiar  songs  and  dance 
numbers  will  also  give  way  to  new  com- 
positions. 

An  angle  to  the  Canadian  situation  is 
that  the  big  network  is  under  government 
sponsorship  and  that  broadcasting  is  more 
or  less  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
government.  Moreover,  the  Dominion  is 
at  war  and  radio  is  classed  as  one  of  the 
essential  national  services  over  which  the 
Dominion  authorities  hold  unlimited  di- 
rection under  the  War  Measures  Act. 
Hence,  the  government  may  not  stand  for 
any  interference  or  complications,  even  in 
the  name  of  entertainment. 


United  Amuse,  Earnings 
Reported  Better  This  Year 

Montreal  — United  Amusement  Corp., 
which  is  carrying  out  a program  of  reno- 
vation and  modernization  in  several  of  its 
theatres,  now  operates  25  theatres  in 
Montreal  and  other  cities  in  the  province 
of  Quebec.  It  is  understood  that  the 
company’s  earnings  to  date  are  somewhat 
better  than  in  the  same  period  of  1939. 
According  to  the  Financial  Post,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  results  for  the  year  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  those  for  1939,  unless 
some  unforeseen  circumstance  develops. 

In  1939,  the  company  reported  net  profit 
of  $94,640,  against  $85,467  in  the  preced- 
ing year.  TTiis  was  equal  to  combined  earn- 
ings on  the  A and  B stock  of  $1.17  and 
$1.06  respectively. 


Nathanson  Outlines  Aid 
Films  Give  War  Effort 

Montreal — The  value  of  motion  picture 
industry  in  the  Empire’s  war  effort  is 
stressed  by  N.  L.  Nathanson,  of  Toronto, 
managing  director  of  Famous  Players  Ca- 
nadian Corp.,  Ltd.,  during  a tour  of  the 
company’s  theatres  throughout  the  Domin- 
ion. 

While  the  industry  gave  impetus  to  the 
war  savings  drive  during  a theatre  night 
campaign  last  July,  valuable  work  is  be- 
ing done  in  presenting  types  of  films  which 
show  the  bravery  of  the  Empire’s  fighting 
forces  and  the  speed  with  which  war  in- 
dustry has  been  mobilized. 

“I  think  some  of  the  Canadian  series — 
like  ‘Canada  Carries  On,’  which  is  being 
shown  in  the  United  States,  does  a great 
deal  of  good,”  he  said.  He  also  paid  tribute 
to  “Convoy”  which  shows  the  fearlessness 
of  naval  and  merchant  seamen. 

“The  picture  business  both  in  Canada 
and  the  United  States  can  be  mobilized 
very  quickly,”  Nathanson  said. 


Canadian  Pacific  s Role 
In  War  an  MOT  Subject 

Montreal — The  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way’s share  in  the  Canadian  war  effort 
will  be  in  part  represented  before  thea- 
tre audiences  over  the  continent  in  a forth- 
coming edition  of  “The  March  of  Time.” 

For  the  past  several  weeks  two  camera 
crews  of  the  “March  of  Time”  have  been 
traveling  through  Canada  shooting  scenes 
for  the  picture  on  Canada’s  war  effort. 
Just  about  everything  is  being  covered, 
from  a Cabinet  meeting  in  Ottawa  pre- 
sided over  by  Prime  Minister  Mackenzie 
King  to  the  transfer  from  a dockside  to 
ship  of  the  goods  being  sent  Britain. 

One  of  the  camera  units  in  Montreal 
recently  filmed  goods  going  aboard  two  of 
tre  company’s  operated  vessels  and  later 
went  to  Hochelaga  Yards  for  shots  of  a 
long  train  of  automobiles  bound  for  Bri- 
tain. Pictures  were  also  made  of  general 
traffic  movements  at  Outremont  Yards. 

Release  of  the  feature  on  the  Canadian 
effort  to  down  Hitler  will  probably  be  dur- 
ing December. 


Dorian  Cox  Assisting 
Hollywood — Dorian  Cox  has  been  named 
assistant  director  on  RKO’s  “They  Met  in 
Argentina.” 

((  — ■ - 


: Special  Delivery  : 

Regina,  Sask. — Patrons  of  the  Orpheum 
Theatre,  Estevan,  almost  went  without 
their  entertainment  on  a recent  Monday 
evening. 

Something  went  wrong  with  the  ship- 
ping of  the  film,  “I  Married  a Nazi,”  billed 
for  two  nights,  and  Charlie  Krupp,  'Win- 
nipeg representative  of  20th  Century-Fox, 
came  to  the  rescue.  The  cans  of  celluloid 
arrived  in  his  office  on  the  Monday  morn- 
ing too  late  for  re-shipment  to  Estevan, 
but  he  tossed  them  in  the  back  of  his  car 
and  drove  the  long  distance  with  them. 

He  pulled  up  in  front  of  the  Orpheum 
that  evening,  just  before  the  show  was 
scheduled  to  open,  and  just  when  Mana- 
ger Duane  McKenzie  was  wondering  how 
his  audience  would  go  for  a couple  of 
hours  of  straight  Mickey  Mouse. 


Meet  on  Clearance 
Board  November  19 


Toronto — Still  another  conference  of 
varied  film  interests  has  been  found  neces- 
sary before  placing  the  National  Clearance 
Board  on  an  organized  basis,  the  subject 
of  representation  on  the  board  to  be  dealt 
with  at  a general  meeting  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Section,  Toronto  Board  of  Trade, 
at  the  King  Edward  Hotel  on  November  19. 

The  peculiar  thing  about  this  situation 
is  that  the  chains  are  all  set  in  the  matter 
and  are  merely  standing  by  until  agree- 
ment .is  reached  among  the  independents 
while  the  film  exchanges  are  also  seeking 
a place  in  the  clearance  board  organiza- 
tion. it  is  understood.  Those  named  to 
represent  the  chains  are  Tliomas  J.  Bragg, 
Ben  Geldsaler  and  Morris  Stein,  all  of 
Famous  Players  head  office.  Unaffiliated 
exhibitors  were  called  upon  to  name  three 
delegates  but  have  not  done  so  officially, 
although  Harry  Alexander  has  been  men- 
tioned as  the  representative  for  Ontario; 
the  Canadian  West  has  split  in  its  choice 
by  suggesting  Nat  Taylor  of  Toronto  and 
Fi’ed  Guest  of  Hamilton,  while  the  Mari- 
time Provinces  has  suggested  H.  Freedman 
of  Toronto  as  the  spokesman  for  the  At- 
lantic zone. 

The  original  plan  was  to  have  equal 
representation  from  the  circuits,  the  inde- 
pendents and  the  distributors;  then  nego- 
tiations worked  around  to  the  point  where 
the  exchanges  were  left  out  of  the  picture 
and  the  chains  and  the  indes  were  to 
make  up  the  Board  with  three  men  each. 
The  latest  move  is  to  have  the  exchanges 
on  the  board  but  how  this  is  to  be  brought 
about  remains  to  be  seen.  One  prominent 
independent  suggested  privately  that  “per- 
haps we  should  start  all  over  again.” 


780-Seat  Garneau  Bows  on 
Edmonton's  South  Side 

Edmonton — Opening  of  the  new  780- 
seat  Garneau  on  the  south  side  makes  the 
second  neighborhood  theatre  to  open  in 
that  section  in  recent  months.  The  other, 
the  ’V'arscona,  made  its  debut  earlier  in 
the  year. 

The  Garneau,  built  by  Suburban  Thea- 
tres, Ltd.,  at  a cost  of  $100,000,  is  being 
managed  by  W.  H.  “Bill”  Wilson,  son  of 
Walter  Wilson,  a veteran  theatre  manager 
of  the  west. 

Directors  of  the  operating  company  in- 
clude Frank  Doncaster,  R.  J.  Dinning,  S. 
E.  Noble,  Dr.  M.  A.  McIntyre,  S.  Colvin 
Hamly  and  George  L.  Parney. 


Excavate  for  New  House 
In  Suburban  Montreal 

Montreal — Excavation  work  has  already 
started  in  preparation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a $50,000  theatre  block  at  the 
corner  of  Sherbrooke  and  Hingston  Ave- 
nue in  Notre  Dame  de  Grace,  a westend 
residential  suburb  of  Montreal.  The  owner, 
A.  Woolf,  expects  to  have  the  building 
ready  early  in  March.  Seating  capacity 
will  approximate  800. 

Plans  drawn  by  Eliasoph  and  Green- 
spoon,  architects,  specify  glass  brick  con- 
struction. A parking  lot  will  be  provided 
in  the  wing  of  the  “L”  shaped  structure. 
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QREEKS  in  the  theatre  business  in  Mon- 
treal are  playing  a leading  part  in  the 
raising  of  funds  to  help  their  compatriots 
in  the  war  with  Italy.  A committee  has 
been  formed  of  which  George  Ganetakos, 
managing  director  of  United  Amusement 
Corp.,  is  chairman,  and  has  received  a 
message  of  thanks  and  encouragement 
from  King  George  of  Greece.  Others  on 
the  committee  include  B.  C.  Salamis, 
Laval  Theatre;  John  Ganetakos,  United 
Amusement,  and  S.  Athenasia  of  the  Star 
Theatre. 

Wedding  bells  rang  last  weekend  for  W . 
Trow  of  Montreal  Poster  Exchange, 
brother  of  T.  Trow,  proprietor  of  the  Im- 
perial, Three  Rivers.  The  bride  is  a Three 
Rivers  girl.  “Jake”  Macklin  of  Regal  Films 
was  among  the  guests  . . . Leo  Choquette  of 
Rialto,  Farnham  and  Star,  Waterloo,  Que., 
was  a Filmrow  visitor. 

W.  Elman,  manager  of  Columbia’s  Mon- 
treal exchange,  has  returned  from  a busi- 
ness trip  to  Magog  and  Sherbrooke.  Archie 
Cohen.  Columbia  salesman,  is  on  a month’s 
business  tour  of  the  Maritime  provinces 
. . . John  Ganetakos  and  Will  Mannard  of 
United  Amusement,  and  M.  Eisman  of  Em- 
pire-Universal, were  among  guests  at  an 
oyster  party  in  the  Maska  Theatre,  St. 
Hyacinthe. 

Filmrow  bowling  league  is  attracting 
much  attention  on  account  of  the  closeness 
of  the  championship  race.  At  present  Regal 
Films  leads,  with  United  Amusement  and 
Columbia  tied  for  second  place,  and  the 
others  packed  in  tightly  behind.  Para- 
mount, which  has  led  for  the  past  two 
years,  is  second  from  the  end. 

Lady  Yule,  widow  of  a Scottish  million- 
aire ship  owner,  who  is  styled  by  London 
Daily  Mail,  the  “fairy  godmother”  of  Brit- 
ish films,  has  intimated  that  she  intends 
to  give  all  British  film  directors  who  have 
“good  ideas”  a chance  to  turn  them  into 
pictures.  British  National  Films,  which 
she  formed  six  years  ago,  with  J.  Arthur 
Rank  and  John  Cornfield,  wall  consider 
suggestions  from  any  director  who  has  a 
bright  idea  for  a film.  Cornfield  has  re- 
signed from  British  National  to  form  his 
own  production  company.  Films  already 
decided  on  include  a history  of  the  Red 
Cross,  and  a film  adaptation  of  “Love  on 
the  Dole,”  starring  Leslie  Howard. 

Canadian  and  United  States  theatre 
owners  hope  it  will  never  be  their  lot  when 
considering  improvements  and  alterations 
to  have  to  construct  bomb  shelters,  as  is 
the  case  with  some  British  theatres.  Re- 
cently the  Argyle  Theatre,  Birkenhead,  was 
burned  down  after  being  hit  by  bombs,  and 
the  proprietor,  T.  D.  Clarke,  aiinounces 
that  he  will  construct  a bomb-proof  audi- 
torium to  be  called  “Shelter  Theatre,”  and 
which  will  accommodate  400  persons  safely 
and  comfortably . It  will  be  situated  just 
beneath  the  stalls  of  the  former  Argyle. 

Madeleine  Carroll,  star  of  “North  West 
Mounted  Police,”  who  made  a personal  ap- 
pearance at  Loew’s  when  the  film  opened, 
and  then  went  to  New  York,  has  returned 
to  Montreal  and  is  said  to  be  negotiating 
for  the  purchase  of  an  estate  near  the  city 
on  which  to  pass  her  summer  vacations. 

Canadian  soldiers  in  England  are  enjoy- 
ing motion  pictures  with  their  afternoon 
tea.  A new  Y.  M.  C.  A.  tea  car  at  one  of 
the  camps,  carried  a projector.  The  mo- 
bile canteen  and  amusement  center  is  a 
unit  of  the  Canadian  Active  Service  Force 


auxiliary  services,  and  is  enjoying  great 
popularity  with  the  troops. 

“The  Great  Dictator,”  Chaplin’s  mag- 
num opus,  opened  at  the  Orpheum  at  in- 
creased prices.  The  tariff  is  75  cents  from 
the  opening  until  6 p.  m.,  and  $1.10  there- 
after. Regular  Orpheum  prices  are  25 
cents  until  1 p.  m.,  34  cents  from  1 p.  m. 
until  6 p.  m.,  and  50  cents  at  night. 

The  new  National  Clearance  Board  in 
Toronto  has  a problem  on  its  hands.  A.  J. 
Mason,  past  president  of  Allied  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  chairmaji  of  the  conciliation 
committee  there,  has  asked  whether  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  Nova  Scotia  has  a 
conciliation  board,  the  National  Board  will 
use  it  to  adjust  clearances  with  the  Mari- 
time Provinces.  The  reply  is  under  study. 

Taxation  is  already  pressing  so  heavily 
on  individuals  and  theatres  alike  that 
Montreal  theatre  managers  are  hoping  and 
praying  that  there  will  be  no  augmenta- 
tion in  any  direction  during  the  coming 
year,  although,  like  everyone  else,  they  are 
willing  to  make  all  necessary  sacrifices  to 
bring  Canada’s  war  effort  to  its  ultimate 
victory. 

Motion  pictures  are  still  the  favorite 
means  of  entertainment  for  the  troops,  and 
men  in  uniforin,  accompanied  by  their  girl 
friends,  are  to  be  seen  in  every  theatre 
every  night,  but  particularly  on  Thursdays 
which  is  “sweethearts’  night.”  The  Auxil- 
iary Services  of  this  military  district  have 
formed  an  entertainment  committee  for 
the  benefit  of  troops  in  camp  as  well  as  in 
local  barracks. 

Princess  Theatre,  over  which  John  Reidy 
presides  as  manager,  is  running  seven  pic- 
tures this  week.  They  are  the  “seven  main 
reasons  why  Frank  Capra  is  considered  by 
many  America’s  greatest  motion  picture 
director.”  The  films  are;  “Mr.  Deeds  Goes 
to  Town,”  “Lost  Horizon,”  “It  Happened 
One  Night,”  “Broadway  Bill,”  “Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington,”  “Lady  for  a Day,” 
and  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You.” 

“Pins  and  Needles,”  ILGWU  farce,  oc- 
cupied a week  at  His  Majesty’s  . . . Alfred 
Lunt  and  Lynn  Fontanne.  passing  through 
Montreal  en  route  to  Ottawa,  apologized 


"Great  Dictator"  Bows 
At  Elgin  in  OttCLwa 

Toronto — The  Canadian  premiere  of 
“The  Great  Dictator”  opened  at  the  Elgin, 
Ottawa,  a unit  of  the  20th  Century  in- 
dependent group,  under  a special  policy 
with  the  announcement  that  the  feature 
would  not  be  shown  in  any  theatre  at 
reduced  prices  until  the  summer  of  1941. 

Considerable  secrecy  surrounded  the  re- 
lease of  the  picture  in  Canada  but  the 
first  engagement  was  accompanied  by  the 
formal  announcement  regarding  prices  and 
performances.  The  feature  is  being  shown 
continuously,  with  no  seats  reserved,  the 
afternoon  admission  oeing  75  cents  and 
that  for  evening  performances  $1.00. 
There  is  a juvenile  charge  of  25  cents  at 
matinees  only,  all  tickets  for  night  shows 
being  the  one  price. 

No  announcement  has  been  made  re- 
garding the  release  of  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator” in  Toronto,  although  it  is  believed 
to  be  Loew’s  because  United  Artists  is 
obviously  selling  away  from  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.  on  this  feature. 


for  the  omission  of  the  metropolis  from 
their  itmerary.  They  did  not  know  until  it 
was  too  late  that  Montreal  was  not  to  form 
part  of  their  tour  . . . Need  of  new  rollick- 
ing ivar  songs  is  stressed  by  W.  O.  Find- 
lay of  CBC,  just  returned  from  a military 
camp.  He  notes  that  the  boys  seem  to  pre- 
fer the  so?igs  of  the  first  Great  War.  Of 
the  new  ones  they  like  “Kiss  Me  Good- 
night, Sergeant  Major,”  and  “Roll  Out  the 
Barrel,”  best.  They  sing  enthusiastically 
“There’ll  Always  Be  an  England”  when  it 
is  played,  but  don’t  often  ask  for  it,  pre- 
ferring something  gay. 

When  N.  L.  Nathanson  and  J.  J.  Fitz- 
gibbons  of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
were  in  the  west  recently  they  released  a 
pair  of  carrier  pigeons  from  Nathanson’s 
room,  bearing  the  story  of  the  reception 
of  “Dispatch  From  Reuter’s.”  The  famous 
news  service,  it  will  be  recalled,  used  car- 
rier pigeons  to  convey  news  in  pre-tele- 
graph days. 

Quebec  Musical  Competition  Festival  will 
be  closed  down  for  the  duration  of  the  war 
— W.  H.  Cuz7ier,  Sydney  Mines  theatre 
manager  and  president  of  the  Allied  Mo- 
tion Picture  Exhibitors  of  Nova  Scotia,  has 
been  in  Halifax  07i  a business  trip. 

Except  for  candy  distributors,  there  are 
few  automatic  coin  machines  in  Montreal 
theatres,  and  in  restaurants  of  the  better 
class,  only  music  machines.  Halifax  has, 
however,  licensed  21  pinboards,  although 
before  a recent  ordinance  taxing  them  $50 
yearly  there  were  200  machines  in  opera- 
tion in  that  city  . . . Eric  Byrne,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Monkland,  has  left  for 
camp  on  active  service  with  the  Artillery 
. . . F.  H.  Warnicker,  many  years  manager 
of  the  Strand,  is  still  seriously  ill  . . . “Bill” 
Spearing  has  taken  over  management  at 
the  Strand  of  which  he  was  assistant  man- 
ager . . . Nicholas  Lazanos  reports  good 
business  at  the  Granada  . . . Sherbrooke’s 
Granada  also  is  drawing  in  the  crowds  ac- 
cording to  Bob  Lovell,  manager,  formerly 
of  St.  Hyacinthe,  who  was  here  on  a visit 
. . . “Larry”  Stephens  is  warmly  enthusi- 
astic over  the  British  pictures  which  he 
has  been  showing  for  months  at  the  Snow- 
don. 

Associated  Scree7i  News  has  completed 
415  prints  of  Christmas  Seal  trailers  for 
distributio7i  to  theatres  m Canada  from 
coast  to  coast  07i  behalf  of  the  Canadian 
Tuberculosis  Association.  Advance  trailers 
have  bee7i  completed  by  ASN  art  depart- 
ment for  three  features,  “Last  Train  at 
Mu7iich,”  “Laugh  It  Off,”  and  “Let  George 
Do  It.” 

Maurice  Metzger,  laboratory  superinten- 
dent of  Associated  Screen  News,  Ltd.,  has 
returned  from  the  semi-annual  meeting  of 
the  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  at 
Hollywood. 

“Farewell  Great  Ship”  is  a motion  pic- 
ture tribute  to  the  famous  liner,  Empress 
of  Britam,  su7ik  by  enemy  operation  off 
the  Irish  coast.  It  was  released  this  week 
by  Associated  Screen  Studios  for  theatre 
distribution.  Produced  under  supervision  of 
Joh7i  M.  Alexa7ider,  it  pictures  highlights 
i7i  the  Ivier’s  stirring  career,  from  its 
launching  and  maiden  voyage  in  1930  to 
its  departure  from  Halifax  with  the  Royal 
Sta7idard  flying  and  King  George  and 
Quee7i  Elizabeth  as  passe7igers.  Walter 
O’Hearn,  news  a7ialyst  and  commentator 
for  radio  statiori  CFCF,  M07itreal,  ha7idled 
the  7iarration. 
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Calls  "NWMP"  Tribute 
To  Spirit  of  Canada 

Edmonton — One  of  the  finest  tributes  to 
the  spirit  of  Canada  has  been  paid  by 
Hollywood  in  the  filming  of  “North  West 
Mounted  Police,”  believes  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son,  president  of  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.,  who  was  a recent  visitor  here. 

“The  Mounted  Police  take  a high  place 
in  the  history  of  this  great  country,  and 
the  United  States  repeats  its  tribute  to 
Canada  in  the  filming  of  their  activities,” 
he  said. 

Theatres  and  actors  are  playing  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  war  effort,  Nathan- 
son  asserted.  “Theatres  are  doing  all  they 
can  in  Canada  to  aid  in  the  work  and 
everyone  recognizes  the  important  part  of 
the  theatres  in  the  community  war  effort 
across  the  Dominion,”  he  said. 

Referring  to  rumors  of  Hollywood  stars 
visiting  Canada  in  aid  of  the  Red  Cross, 
Nathanson  said  that  nothing  definite  had 
been  arranged  but  that  the  proposal  was 
under  consideration. 


"NWMP"  Rolls  Up  Big 
Gross  in  Edmonton 

Edmonton — The  two-week  run  of  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  at  the  Capitol 
cracked  all  previous  gross  records  here  for 
a like  period  save  that  amassed  by  “Snow 
White,”  according  to  Manager  Walter  Wil- 
son. 

When  Madeleine  Carroll  visited  Banff 
recently,  Wilson  took  along  a contingent  of 
local  newspapermen  to  interview  the  film’s 
star  and  also  arranged  to  have  pictures 
taken  of  Miss  Carroll  with  himself  and 
the  reporters. 

"NWMP"  Draws  a Record 
Attendance  in  Regina 

Regina,  Sask.  — “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  started  into  its  third  week  at  the 
Capitol,  Regina,  on  November  4 and  by 
Nov.  12  it  had  played  to  over  40,000  people 
here.  At  the  time  of  the  premiere  it 
played  to  3,000  people  in  three  of  Regina’s 
other  theatres.  It  sets  somewhat  of  a rec- 
ord for  a motion  picture  run  in  this  city 
of  50,000. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  picture  has  at- 
tracted nearly  20,000  people  from  outside 
points  during  its  run  to  date. 

Vaude  Fails  to  Make 
Expected  Comeback 

Toronto — One  of  the  surprises  of  enter- 
tainment developments  in  Canada  during 
this  war  has  been  the  lack  of  an  expected 
vaudeville  comeback  in  the  theatres  of 
the  country.  When  the  war  broke  15 
months  ago,  there  had  been  a feeling 
among  experienced  showmen  that  stage 
acts  would  return  because  of  a desire  on 
the  part  of  the  public  to  seek  diversion 
from  war  news  and  worries  in  human  pre- 
sentations in  addition  to  screen  fare.  This 
has  not  been  the  case,  however.  At  the 
same  time,  Toronto’s  theatres  are  packing 
them  in  steadily  for  film  shows  and  the 
word  all  around  is  that  business  is  good 
— in  fact  excellent. 

The  one  legitimate  house  in  Toronto, 
the  Royal  Alexandra,  is  enjoying  a flour- 
ishing season  and  the  Casino  is  doing  well 
with  vaudeville,  specialties,  permanent 
chorus  and  films  but  Shea’s  has  forgot- 
ten vaudeville  in  the  rush  for  screen  bills. 


TOR  CHIT  Cl 

PICKFORD,  Toronto’s  contribu- 
tion to  the  silent  screen,  was  cast  in 
an  entirely  new  role  when  she  kicked  off 
the  ball  at  the  annual  Argonaut  vs.  Mon- 
treal football  classic  at  the  Varsity  Sta- 
dium, November  9,  and  then  viewed  the 
whole  game  from  the  vantage  point  of  the 
players’  bench,  her  tiny  figure  being  in  di- 
rect contrast  to  the  husky  giants  . . . John 
Grierson,  National  Film  Commissioner, 
came  to  Toronto  from  Ottawa  to  meet  11 
newsreel  cameramen  from  the  United 
States  who  had  arrived  to  shoot  pictures 
of  Canadian  troops  in  training  for  over- 
seas service.  They  represented  Para- 
mount, Fox  Movietone,  Universal,  M-G-M 
and  Pathe,  with  a crew  from  Associated 
Screen  News  joining  the  group  locally  to 
take  official  pictures  for  the  Canadian 
government.  Among  those  in  the  crowd 
were  Howard  Winner,  Roy  Edwards,  Harry 
Kennedy,  Leo  Rossi  and  A1  Mingalone. 

A.  J.  Mason,  prominent  independent  ex- 
hibitor of  Springhill,  N.  S.,  was  in  town  to 
confer  with  film  executives  regarding  de- 
velopments in  connection  with  the  forma- 
tion of  the  National  Clearance  Board. 
Mason  is  the  chairman  of  the  Conciliation 
Board  of  Nova  Scotia  and  past  president 
of  the  Allied  Exhibitors  Association  of  that 
Province  . . . Ben  Geldsaler,  supervisor  of 
bookmg  at  Famous  Players  head  office,  is 
being  accorded  the  plaudits  over  the  suc- 
cess of  his  daughter  Emily  who  won  the 
gold  medal  as  the  most  proficient  gradu- 
ate from  Davisville  Public  School.  The  lit- 
tle lady  is  now  attending  North  Toronto 
Collegiate. 

J.  R.  McLennan,  former  projectionist  of 
the  Capitol,  Brockville,  Ont.,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  manager  of  the  theatre  in  suc- 
cession to  his  late  brother,  Fred  McLen- 
nan, who  passed  away  recently  after  a 
long  illness,  the  appointment  being  made 
by  Morris  Stein,  district  manager  of  Fam- 
ous Players.  Harry  Wilson  continues  as 
manager  of  the  Regent  at  Brockville  . . . 
Wartime  conditions  are  causing  a short- 
age of  theatre  employes  in  Toronto 
through  enlistments  in  the  armed  forces 
and  employment  in  war  industries.  The 
managers  of  two  big  downtown  houses, 
Tom  Daley  of  the  Imperial  and  Jules  Bern- 
stein of  Loew’s,  have  been  advertising  for 
ushers  with  only  fair  result.  Loew’s  was 
also  short  a doorman. 

Manager  Jack  Purves  is  putting  on  a 
whole  month  of  special  film  programs  in 
celebration  of  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the 
opening  of  the  Village,  operated  under  the 
Famous  Players  banner  . . . Harry  Lester, 
boosting  manager  of  the  Toronto  Bonita, 
collected  $22  for  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Fund 
for  London’s  bombing  victims  at  the  first 
Sunday  night  benefit  show  but  the  collec- 
tion for  the  performance  on  the  following 
Sunday  evening  totaled  $32  and  he  is  or- 
ganizing  further  shows,  wider  the  auspices 
of  the  Gerrard  Businessmen’s  Association 
of  which  he  is  the  vice-president.  (He  got 
his  picture  in  the  newspaper  for  the  sec- 
ond performance) . 

Toronto  downtown  and  neighborhood 
theatres  gave  United  States  election  re- 
turns on  their  screens  and  over  loudspeak- 
ers to  big  audiences  who  apparently  were 
as  keenly  interested  in  the  results  as  if  the 
vote  were  for  the  Canadian  Parliament. 
Roosevelt  successes  aroused  heavy  ap- 
plause . . . JeriT  Shea  has  held  over  the 
second  film  program  in  the  long  history  of 
Shea’s  in  downtown  Toronto  in  the  hold- 
ing of  “The  Ramparts  We  Watch”  for  an- 


A Ban  Imposed  on 
French  Imports 


Toronto — Further  imports  from  France 
and  certain  French  possessions,  as  well  as 
private  business  dealings  with  nationals  in 
the  stated  countries,  have  been  placed  im- 
der  a ban  by  the  Canadian  government  un- 
der the  regulations  of  Trading  with  the 
Enemy  Act. 

The  new  order  specifically  designates 
“French  Territory  in  Europe”  which  is  in- 
terpreted as  the  whole  of  France  whether 
occupied  by  the  Nazis  or  not,  as  well  as 
Andorra,  Monaco,  Morocco,  Corsica,  Al- 
geria and  Tunisia. 

The  application  of  the  prohibitory  order 
covers  all  commodities  and  financial  deal- 
ings and  it  will  have  the  effect  of  barring 
the  import  of  further  French  motion  pic- 
tures from  France  and  the  possessions 
mentioned.  Payments  for  any  films  can 
not  be  made  to  any  persons  in  these  ter- 
ritories. In  the  unusual  situation,  the 
French  Minister  to  Canada  continues  to 
occupy  his  post  at  the  Canadian  Capital 
but  Canadians  are  required  to  treat  French 
people  as  enemy. 

No  move  has  been  made  to  prohibit  the 
showing  of  Made-In -France  films  in  Ca- 
nadian theatres  and  this  is  a matter  which 
would  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
provincial  censor  boards.  The  latter  are 
working  closely  with  the  federal  war  cen- 
sorship authorities  but  there  has  been  no 
intimation  that  French  pictures  would  be 
ruled  from  the  screen.  These  films  are 
being  shown  throughout  the  province  of 
Quebec,  northern  and  eastern  Ontario,  the 
Windsor  district  and  in  a section  of 
Manitoba. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  French-Canadian 
leaders  are  exhorting  French-speaking 
residents  of  the  Dominion  to  break  away 
from  their  isolation  and  to  learn  the  Eng- 
lish language  in  order  to  take  their  places 
in  commerce  and  industry  on  this  conti- 
nent, the  view  being  taken  that  French- 
Canadians  are  losing  out  through  their 
lack  of  contact  and  have  absorbed  an  in- 
feriority complex. 


other  week  . . . Film  celebrities  visiting 
locally  in  the  past  few  days  have  included 
Pat  O’Brien,  Cedric  Hardwicke,  Mary  Pick- 
ford  and  Buddy  Rogers. 

Charlie  Dentelbeck,  supervisor  of  pro- 
jection at  the  head  office  of  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.,  spent  several  days  in 
an  inspection  tour  of  theatres  in  Ottawa 
and  Hull  ...  At  the  Lions  Club  midnight 
frolic  at  the  Palace,  Toronto,  organized 
by  Manager  C.  L.  Querrie,  2,500  pennies 
were  presented  to  a representative  of  the 
Telegram's  British  War  Victims’  Fund 
after  a stunt  eollection.  Patrons  won  more 
than  200  merchandise  prizes  at  the  show. 

T.  R.  Tubman,  manager  of  the  Ottawa 
Capitol,  has  been  kept  busy  with  one  night 
stage  shows  which  have  been  interspersed 
between  screen  performances,  including  the 
Lunt-Fontanne  presentation  of  “There 
Shall  Be  No  Night,”  Marian  Anderson, 
Negro  contralto,  and  one  concert  by  the 
R.  C.  M.  P.  band  in  aid  of  the  Community 
Chest  . . . Finley  McRae,  administrator  of 
the  theatre  estate  of  Harry  M.  Brouse,  has 
finally  announced  that  he  will  not  be  a 
candidate  for  the  Ottawa  Civic  Board  of 
Control  for  1941  after  intimating  that  he 
would  run  for  office.  Too  busy,  he  says. 
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INTERESTING  phenomenon  mani- 
fested through  the  medium  of  films  is 
the  warmth  of  feeling  of  Canadians  to- 
ward their  neighbors  across  the  line.  At 
various  houses  throughout  the  city,  theatre 
audiences  broke  into  tremendous  applause 
when  newsreels  flashed  shots  of  re-elected 
President  Roosevelt  on  the  screens.  Win- 
nipegers stamped  and  cheered  his  well- 
known  features  with  an  enthusiasm  they 
rarely  demonstrate  for  the  screen  appear- 
ances of  their  own  public  figures  . . . For 
the  first  time  in  months  French  films  are 
on  view  here,  although  this  time  only  a 
comparatively  small  and  select  audience 
will  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  them. 
Two  are  being  shown  at  the  Osborne  at  a 
special  showing  arranged  for  its  members 
by  a French  organization  known  as 
L’ Alliance  Francaise. 

After  playing  to  excellent  houses  for 
two  weeks  with  “North  West  Mounted 
Police,”  Harold  Bishop  opened  with  “Strike 
Up  the  Band”  and  is  again  packing  his 
house  . . . “London  Can  Take  It”  is  draw- 
ing bursts  of  applause  from  audiences  of 
the  four  downtown  theatres  where  it  Is 
now  playing.  These  four,  the  Capitol, 
Metropolitan,  Lyceum  and  Garrick,  are 
turning  over  their  profits  on  the  short  to 
war  relief  agencies  . . . With  “Pastor  Hall” 
as  the  featured  attraction  at  the  Metro- 
politan next  week,  Syl  Gunn  paved  the 
way  for  it  with  a special  screeiiing  for 
members  of  the  Ministerial  Ass'n,  service 
clubs,  the  mayor  of  Winnipeg  and  mem- 
bers of  the  city  council. 

The  local  Council  of  Women,  which 
makes  it  their  business  to  keep  an  eye 
on  the  type  of  films  the  houses  offer  to 
children,  is  on  the  move  again.  Last  week 
it  approached  the  Winnipeg  school  board 
with  a request  for  films  of  a “better  qual- 
ity” for  the  children  of  the  city.  A letter 
was  read  urging  the  board  to  support  a 
petition  for  the  barring  of  adult  films  in 
neighborhood  theatres  on  Saturday  after- 
noons. Opinion  in  favor  of  the  “better 
movies”  campaign  was  expressed  by  the 
school  management  committee,  which 
passed  a resolution  permitting  the  peti- 
tion to  be  circulated  among  school  teach- 
ers, presumably  for  their  support.  Just 
what  action  will  be  taken  is  indetermi- 
nate at  this  time.  Similar  agitation  has 
been  started  from  time  to  time  in  the 
past,  but  without  any  conclusive  result  . . . 
Duke  Ellington  and  his  colored  aggrega- 
tion of  musicians  made  a one-night  stand 
at  the  Civic  Auditorium.  They  packed  the 
building. 

“The  Great  Dictator”  opened  at  Henry 
Morton’s  Garrick  on  Friday  . . . Foto-Nite, 
which  is  running  at  the  Arlington,  Os- 
borne, Furby  and  Times,  after  settling  its 
late  differences  with  the  police  authorities 
of  this  city,  is  faced  with  a problem  rare. 
The  money  being  offered  for  the  photo- 
graph of  the  holder  of  the  lucky  number, 
is  still  in  the  possessioyi  of  the  manage- 
ment and  is  increasing  with  the  passing 
of  each  week.  Through  one  of  those  pe- 
culiar tricks  to  which  the  business  is  sub- 
ject, the  holders  of  the  numbers  drawn 
have  not  as  yet  made  their  appearances 
at  any  of  the  four  houses  and  as  result 
the  ante  is  growing.  Naturally,  to  stimu- 
late interest  the  money  should  be  award- 
ed to  some  one  and  the  management  is 
now  in  the  amusing  and  unusual  position 
of  scratching  their  collective  heads  for 
some  legal  means  of  giving  away  money 
. . . Leno  Toraldo,  Crescent  manager,  is 
on  the  sick  list. 


O'Brien  Opines  on  Foreign 
Market  Salaries,  Taxes 

Montreal — Announcing  that  after  seven 
years  with  Warner  Bros,  he  had  volun- 
tarily relinquished  his  contract  in  order  to 
take  a holiday  and  will  freelance  here- 
after, Pat  O’Brien  arrived  in  Montreal 
with  his  wife,  completing  a four-week  tour 
which  will  end  back  in  Hollywood. 

He  was  asked  about  the  effect  of  the 
closed  foreign  markets  on  film  produc- 
tion. “I  don’t  thing  there  is  any  real 
effect,  as  far  as  film  prosperity  goes,”  he 
said.  “The  boost  that  wartime  gives  to 
light  entertainment  will  make  up  for  all 
we’ve  lost  abroad.  So  far,  they  haven’t 
asked  us  to  cut  salaries. 

“Funny  thing  about  salaries.  An  actor’s 
life  is  so  short,  his  salary  is  really  his 
capital,  not  his  income.  After  we’ve  spent 
out  best  years  acting,  we  aren’t  suited  to 
anything  else;  what  we’ve  made  is  all  we 
have.  But  we’re  taxed  as  though  it  were 
an  income. 

“Out  of  everything  I make  I give  back 
to  the  government  87  cents  on  the  dollar.” 

O’Brien  confessed  that  his  ten  years 
in  Hollywood  had  not  stolen  his  love  for 
the  stage.  “It’s  the  monetary  considera- 
tion that  wins  us  for  Hollywood,”  he  ad- 
mitted. 


Common  Dividend 

Toronto — United  Amusement  Corpora- 
tion, Ltd.,  a subsidiary  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  Toronto,  operating  27 
theatres,  has  declared  a dividend  of  40 
cents  per  share  on  both  Class  “A”  and  “B” 
common  stock.  This  will  be  paid  Novem- 
ber 30  to  shareholders  of  record  Novem- 
ber 15. 


pAT  O’BRIEN  and  his  wife,  who  were 
spending  a few  days  at  Banff  last  week- 
end, visited  the  game  against  ’Winnipeg. 
With  Mayor  Davidson  holding  the  ball, 
Pat  did  the  kickoff  to  great  applause.  A 
big  social  reception  followed  the  game. 
Dailies  gave  generous  space  to  pictures  of 
the  visit. 

Pete  Egan  of  the  Palace  quietly  horned 
in  on  the  publicity  of  Pat  O’Brien’s  visit. 
Playing  “Knute  Rockne”  the  unexpected 
personal  appearance  of  the  star  on  the  day 
the  picture  opened  brought  capacity  busi- 
ness to  the  Palace. 

Personal  appearances,  so  infrequent 
here,  certainly  boost  business.  The  recent 
visit  of  Madeleine  Carroll,  Preston  Foster, 
Lynne  Overman  and  Bob  Preston  proved 
such  an  aid  to  “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice” that  the  picture  played  two  solid 
weeks  to  capacity  business  at  the  Capitol. 
All  records  for  the  past  seven  years  were 
broken  at  this  F.  P.  C.  C.  house. 

Larry  Graburn  of  the  Capitol  at  Re- 
gina spent  a day  in  Calgary  en  route  to  the 
coast.  Larry  is  now  on  sick  leave  and  he 
will  spend  some  time  recuperating  at  Van- 
couver and  Victoria. 

J.  B.  Barron  of  the  Grand,  an  indepen- 
dent theatre  here,  has  booked  Chaplin’s 
“The  Great  Dictator”  for  a week  starting 
November  22.  Comedy  will  play  at  road 
show  prices  of  one  dollar  top.  A special 
newspaper  campaign  will  herald  this  book- 
ing. 


QDD  BUT  true  is  the  fact  that  the  first 
touch  of  winter  in  western  Canada 
keeps  patrons  away  rather  than  attracts 
them  to  theatre  boxoffices,  theatremen  in 
this  province  report.  Seems  people  don’t 
like  the  sudden  change  from  sunny  fall 
days  to  winter  and  consequently  want  to 
stay  at  home  for  the  first  few  days  of 
the  cold  spell.  When  they  realize  that  win- 
ter is  here  to  stay — for  about  four  or  five 
months — they  begin  to  bundle  themselves 
up  and  head  for  the  motion  picture  houses. 

Reginans  who  don’t  like  to  go  to  the 
theatre  until  they’ve  listened  to  their  favo- 
rite radio  program  will  soon  be  able  to  go 
to  the  Met,  sit  back  in  one  of  the  com- 
fortable chairs  in  the  lower  lounge  until 
they’ve  heard  their  choice  and  then  go  up 
to  see  the  picture.  Manager  Charlie  Bah- 
rynowski  is  busy  trying  out  new  models  of 
radios  with  the  idea  in  mind  of  installing 
one  in  his  office  and  having  a speaker  set 
up  in  the  lounge.  As  yet  he  hasn’t  fig- 
ured out  what  he’ll  do  if  he  happens  to  get 
a soap  opera  follower  and  a swing  music 
fan  in  the  lounge  at  the  same  time. 

Saskatoon  theatres  did  a brisk  business 
on  November  11,  Remembrance  Day.  The 
day  was  declared  a civic  holiday  . . . 
George  Lawrence  has  taken  over  the  an- 
nouncing chores  on  “Songs  from  the 
Shows,”  program  heard  five  times  weekly 
over  CKCK,  Regina.  He  replaces  Maurice 
Reynolds  who  has  joined  the  Royal  Cana- 
dian Air  Force.  Program  features  record- 
ings of  tunes  that  have  been  heard  in  pic- 
tures and  film  gossip  compiled  by  Bruce 
Peacock,  Leader-Post  movie  columnist. 

Miss  Irene  Roy,  relief  cashier  at  the  Rex, 
Regina,  is  now  Mrs.  Jim  McMurchie.  Gifts 
were  presented  to  the  bride  by  the  staff  of 
the  Rex  arid  the  management. 

Flying  from  ’Vancouver  to  Winnipeg, 
Haskell  Masters,  Canadian  general  man- 
ager of  United  Artists,  Winnipeg,  was  met 
at  the  Regina  airport  by  Marcus  Bloom, 
assistant  manager  of  the  Rex. 

Presidential  election  in  the  United  States 
had  little  effect  on  theatre  business  in  Re- 
gina because  all  theatres  had  made  a good 
job  of  advertising  in  advance  that  election 
results  would  be  made  known  during  the 
evening  of  November  5.  At  the  Met,  Rex 
and  Roxy  theatres.  Managers  Bahrynowski, 
Bercovich  and  Reinhorn  announced  up-to- 
the-minute  flashes  from  their  stages.  Otis 
Bowes  of  the  Grand  had  the  results  flashed 
on  the  screen  from  time  to  time  and  Actr- 
ing  Manager  Fred  Tiekell  of  the  Capitol 
had  results  given  over  the  public  address 
system  from  the  stage  just  prior  to  the 
start  of  the  last  feature. 

Lan’y  Graburn,  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
Regina,  is  basking  in  the  sun  at  Victoria, 
B.  C.,  on  sick  leave.  Fred  Tiekell,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Capitol,  Calgary,  is  acting 
manager  in  his  absence  . . . Leonard  Joyce 
has  been  promoted  to  doorman  of  the 
Capitol,  Regina,  replacing  George  Hoskins 
who  has  accepted  employment  elsewhere. 

S.  C.  Atkinson,  president  of  General 
Films,  Ltd.,  has  returned  to  Regina  after 
a business  trip  to  the  east  which  included 
a stopover  in  Chicago  where  he  attended 
the  Master  Photo  Finishers  of  America 
convention.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Atkinson  . . . Pat  Moran  has  been  added 
to  ushering  staff  at  the  Capitol,  Regina. 
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A Display  With  "Live  Power" — 

The  lobby  display  arranged  by  Frank  Savage  of  the  Warner  Theatre,  for 
the  run  of  “Strike  Up  the  Band”  in  Youngstown,  Ohio.  Two  majorettes 
were  always  on  “duty”  during  the  display,  and  the  merchant  who  cooperated 
by  providing  the  instruments,  got  a credit  line  at  the  foot  of  the  display. 


"Howards  of  Virginia" 
Gets  Big  Campaign 


Reading,  Pa— A comprehensive  cam- 
paign put  on  by  Manager  Lester  Stall- 
man  and  Publicity  Manager  Ed  Rosen- 
baum of  the  Astor  made  this  city  con- 
scious of  “The  Howards  of  Virginia.” 

A substantial  increase  in  newspaper 
advertising,  and  the  use  of  teasers  well 
in  advance  of  the  showing  paced  the  pub- 
licity on  the  feature. 

Other  paper  used  were  25  of  the  Co- 
lumbia Mirrors  placed  in  beauty  shops  and 
doctors’  offices;  300  study  guides  dis- 
tributed to  history  teachers  in  city  high 
schools  and  in  nearby  boroughs;  5,000 
heralds  distributed  in  the  better  sections; 
and  art  displays  in  the  Sunday  and  coun- 
ty papers. 

Multigraphed  letters  were  mailed  to  all 
members  of  the  D.  A.  R.  and  a staff  of 
girls  called  all  numbers  in  the  phone  book 
and  gave  a short,  snappy  message  of  the 
picture  and  playdates. 


Chakeres  Makes  'Rockne' 
Springiield  Civic  Event 

Springfield,  III. — Here’s  what  was  done 
at  the  Chakeres  Regent  here  to  sell 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American.” 


Ad  Cards  on  Busses 

Kansas  City — Cards  aboard  the  bus- 
lines and  at  the  stations  of  surrounding 
towns  advertised  “Great  Dictator”  by 
urging  patrons  to  take  the  bus  to  see  it 
at  Loew’s  Midland. 


Further  selling  the  picture  were  2,000 
bookmarks  distributed  to  libraries,  20 
“Reading  List”  posters  on  the  bulletin 
boards  of  the  libraries.  Ten  window  tie- 
ups  carried  stills  from  the  picture  and 
100  22x28  window  cards  were  posted  in 
choice  locations.  Also  waiters’  checks  in 
all  leading  restaurants  were  rubber 
stamped. 


(1)  Five  thousand  megaphones,  pro- 
moted through  the  Marathon  Oil  Com- 
pany, were  distributed  at  football  games 
two  weeks  in  advance. 

(2)  Announcements  were  broadcast  at 
all  football  games  two  weeks  in  advance. 

(3)  A luncheon  was  accorded  the  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce  on  Knute  Rockne 
Day,  followed  by  a private  screening  two 
days  prior  to  opening. 

(4)  A dinner  for  the  Notre  Dame  Alumni 
Club  opening  evening,  with  the  members 
guests  of  the  theatre. 

(5)  A giant  200-person  football  show, 
organized  as  a tribute  to  Rockne,  was  held 
on  the  stage  of  the  Regent  opening  eve- 
ning. A band,  cheerleaders,  local  football 
team,  and  the  Notre  Dame  Alumni  par- 
ticipated. 

(6)  A large  float  was  sent  out  in  the 
Mardi  Gras  parade. 

Promotes  "Band"  Through 
Charity  Football  Game 

Birmingham,  Ala.  — Promotion  for 
“Strike  Up  the  Band”  at  the  Alabama  here 
consisted  of  a tieup  with  a freshman  foot- 
ball game,  all  proceeds  of  which  went  to 
the  Crippled  Children’s  clinic. 

Mickey  Rooney  and  Judy  Garland 
bought  $100  worth  of  tickets  to  the  show 
and  the  baton  used  by  Mickey  in  the  pic- 
ture was  presented  to  the  drum  major  of 
the  high  school  band  winning  the  cham- 
pionship in  a contest  in  connection  with 
the  game. 

In  addition  the  theatre  furnished  the 
booths  (with  appropriate  advertising  for 
the  picture)  from  which  tickets  were  sold 
in  downtown  stores  for  the  charity  game. 


FREE  PASSES? 

In  Those  Days  There  Were  No 
Passes  Given 

SEARCH  THE  SCRIPTURES 
Thou  Shalt  Not  Pass.. Numbers  20: 18 
Suffer  Not  a Man  to  Pass 

Judges  3:28 

None  Shall  Pass Isaiah  34:10 

This  Generation  Shall  Not  Pass 

Mark  13:30 

Beware  Thou  Pass  Not 

2nd  Kings  6:9 

There  Shall  No  Stranger 

Pass  Amos  3:17 

Neither  Doth  Any  Son  of  Man 

Pass  Jeremiah  51:43 

The  Wicked  Shall  No  More 

Pass  Judges  3:28 

No  Man  May  Pass  Through  Be- 
cause of  the  Beast Ezekiel  14:15 

Though  They  Roar,  Yet  They 

Cannot  Pass Jeremiah  5:22 

SO  HE  PAID  THE  FARE  THERE- 
OF AND  WENT— JONAH  1:3 


Passing  It  On — 

The  above  duplicated  message  con- 
stituted a novel  throwaway  for  Floyd 
Faubion  of  the  Star,  Teague,  Tex. 
The  original  card  is  3i^x4V4  inches 
and  is  folded  in  the  center,  thus  mak- 
ing it  the  size  of  a calling  card.  The 
reverse  side,  in  an  upper  corner, 
reads:  “Memo  from  Floyd  Faubion” 
and  in  a lower  corner,  “Long’s  Star 
Theatre,  Teague,  Tex.” 


A gigantic  lobby  set  piece  a week  in 
advance,  and  an  essay  contest  for  the 
history  and  English  departments  of  local 
high  schools,  with  20  tickets  for  prizes, 
completed  the  campaign. 

MOT  Launches  a Study 
Guide  lor  Teachers 

New  York — The  March  of  Time  this 
month  inaugurates  a new  promotion  tieup 
with  schools — The  March  of  Time  Teach- 
er’s Study  Guide — a monthly  question  and 
answer  guide  issue  of  MOT,  Albert  E. 
Sindlinger,  advertising  and  promotion  di- 
rector, announces.  The  first  issue  is  based 
on  Mexico  to  tie  in  with  MOT’S  new  re- 
lease, “Mexico — Good  Neighbor’s  Dil- 
emma.” 

The  study  guide  goes  to  theatre  man- 
agers free  as  a part  of  the  MOT  Clip  and 
Work  Book,  and  managers  then  pass  it 
along  to  teachers.  This  new  feature  fol- 
lows the  same  promotion  line  of  the  Photo 
Reporter  which  formerly  was  sold  to  ex- 
hibitors who  then  gave  it  to  school  chil- 
dren. 


Free  Herald 

New  York — M-G-M  is  issuing  free  at 
all  exchanges  a 41/4x4%  inch,  12-page 
booklet  which  announces  a cash  prize  con- 
test for  fans  and  carries  copy  on  coming 
Metro  attractions.  The  contest  invites 
patrons  to  write  a 50-word  letter  naming 
the  starlet,  in  their  opinion  most  likely  to 
succeed.  Theatre  imprinting  space  is  left 
on  the  back  page. 
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: Circulating  Library  : 
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Philadelphia — A circulating  library  that 
has  been  established  in  the  Warner  houses 
in  the  territory  is  reported  popular  with 
the  patrons.  The  following  is  the  copy 
printed  upon  a sticker  which  is  placed  in- 
side of  the  books.  It  at  the  same  time 
explains  the  library: 

“To  Our  Patrons — This  theatre  has  in- 
stalled a circulating  library  for  your  read- 
ing pleasure.  The  volumes  in  this  library 


will  comprise  all  of  the  books  which  War- 
ner Bros,  will  picturize  during  the  com- 
ing season. 

“Any  book  can  be  borrowed  without 
charge  for  a period  of  five  i5)  days. 

“May  we  ask  you  to  return  the  book  as 
promptly  as  possible  so  that  we  may  serve 
the  greatest  number  of  readers. 

“It  will  not  be  necessary  to  purchase  a 
ticket  to  return  this  book,  just  tell  the 
doorman  that  you  would  like  to  return  it. 

“It  is  a pleasure  for  us  to  offer  you  this 
free  circulating  library  so  that  you  may 
read  the  story  prior  to  the  showing  of  the 
film  at  this  theatre.” 


Inexpensive  Display — 

A lobby  display  071  “Flowing  Gold” 
that  cost  Manager  Clara  Schmit  of 
the  Yazoo  Theatre  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss., 
50  cents  arid  six  passes.  Heavy  paper 
spread  on  the  carpet  permitted  mak- 
ing a field  of  dirt;  the  roads  were  made 
of  sand;  two  cans  painted  silver  rep- 
resented oil  tanks;  a house  was  built 
of  cardboard  and  several  cars,  trac- 
tors and  a track  and  electric  train 
dressed  the  display.  The  derricks  were 
six  feet  high  and  strung  with  small 
electric  lights. 


Telling  Hollywood — 

Manager  Albert  A.  Galston  of  the  Hawaii  Theatre,  Hollywood,  used  this 
Neon-lighted,  streamlined  sound  truck  ballyhoo  for  his  campaign  on  the 
Walt  Disney  Festival  of  Hits. 


Picture  Business — 

The  candid  camera  fans  came  in  for 
a chance  to  display  their  handiwork 
and  Bob  Rosen,  manager  of  the  Kings- 
bridge  in  suburban  New  York,  had  an 
extra  lobby  attraction  with  this  stunt: 
The  amateurs  were  invited  to  shoot 
scenes  typical  of  their  town,  which, 
of  course,  was  their  neighborhood,  and 
the  best  were  rewarded  with  guest 
tickets.  Lobby  board  shows  winners. 


They're  Guests  at  "Ramparts" — 

Manager  Bruno  Vecchiarelli,  of  the  Strand  at  Gilroy,  Cal,,  arranged  with  the 
chamber  of  commerce  to  sponsor  "Ramparts  We  Watch”  as  a special  school 
matinee  on  a recent  Thursday  afternooii.  The  showing,  too,  booked  before 
and  during  Registration  Day,  netted  considerable  space  in  the  Gilroy  paper, 
and  columnist’s  comment. 


M U G G IE  ¥ 


TACK  HYNES  of  the  Paramount  at 
^ Youngstown,  Ohio,  gave  out  small  en- 
velopes marked  “Confidential — What 
Every  Woman  Wants,”  for  “Third  Finger, 
Left  Hand.”  Inside  the  envelopes  were 
wedding  rings  attached  to  cards.  Each 
card  was  numbered  and  free  tickets  were 
awarded  to  those  whose  numbers  were 
posted  in  the  lobby. 

A platform  erected  in  front  of  the  thea- 
tre, and  a different  local  band  performing 


each  night  proved  a crowd  stopper  for 
Paul  O,  Klingler  of  the  Rialto  at  Lewis- 
ton, Pa.,  during  his  run  of  “Strike  Up 
the  Band.”  Judges  picked  the  winning 
outfit  at  the  end  of  the  engagement. 

• 

Manager  Bob  Kilgore  and  his  staff  at 
the  Palace  in  Memphis  promoted  “Hulla- 
baloo” by  releasing  500  gas-filled  balloons, 
to  each  of  which  was  attached  a theatre 
ticket,  and  12  of  which  carried  certifi- 
cates worth  $1  in  cash  at  the  theatre. 
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"Dreaming  Out  Loud"  Well 
Sold  in  Missouri  Towns 

Kansas  City — Theatre  managers  in  three 
Missouri  towns  put  on  live-wire  campaigns 
for  Lum  and  Abner’s  “Dreaming  Out 
Loud.” 

Manager  G.  H.  Hayob  of  the  Mary  Lou, 
Marshall,  used  heralds  to  reach  visitors  at 
a Coimty  Pall  Festival,  these  being  placed 
in  automobiles.  Banner  trucks  and  a loud 
speaker  also  won  the  attention  of  the 
crowds.  A full-page  co-op  page  was  used. 
Telephone  calls  were  made  to  every  sub- 
scriber in  the  town  and  in  addition  an 
operator  was  sent  to  two  neighboring  towns 
to  cover  all  rural  phone  subscribers.  Win- 
dow cards  were  spotted  in  nearby  towns. 
In  addition  to  the  regulation  lobby  dis- 
play a six-foot  cutout  was  posted  on  the 
marquee  and  one  and  three  sheets  were 
used  in  advantageous  places  throughout 
the  coimtry. 

The  Paramount  at  Rockport  made  use 
of  a special  banner  40  feet  long  and  three 
feet  wide.  The  entire  trade-drawing  area 
was  covered  with  three  thousand  specially- 
printed  cards  and  there  was  window  card 
coverage  in  neighboring  towns,  line  calls 
to  rural  subscribers  and  heralds  distrib- 
uted to  all  residences  in  the  town. 

The  Gillioz  Theatre,  Monett,  engineered 
a full-page  co-op  ad  specifying  jot-’em- 
down  bargains,  arranged  for  radio  spot 
announcements  from  two  towns,  merchant 
tieups  with  five  stores,  100  window  cards 
spotted  in  outlying  small  towns,  particu- 
larly in  crossroad  country  stores,  3,000 
heralds,  ’phone  calls  and  a marquee  ban- 
ner. 


Short-Notice  Campaign 
Thumps  for  "Dictator" 

New  Haven — A short-notice  campaign 
for  “The  Great  Dictator”  launched  by 
Robert  E.  Russell,  Loew-Poli  manager 
here,  and  Nat  Rubin,  his  assistant,  made 
swift  use  of  the  lobby  and  then  turned 
to  the  outdoors. 

Nine-foot  Chaplin  standees  were  placed 
on  the  sides  of  the  stage  and  the  talking 
Santa  dummy  standing  in  the  outer  lobby 
was  transformed  into  a Chaplin  footman, 
spotlighted  and  calling,  “seats  on  both 
floors.” 

Ushers  wore  Chaplin  derbies  and  mus- 
taches. Chaplin  ballyhoo  was  used  at 
football  games.  Comic  strip  blotters  v/ere 
distributed  and  a full  page  feature  was 
planted  in  the  paper. 

Morris  Rosenthal  of  the  Majestic  in 
Bridgeport,  as  a special  ballyhoo,  used 
numerous  Chaplins  in  costume  in  the  city- 
wide Hallowe’en  parade. 


Wires  Announcement 

Columbia,  Mo. — A telegram  sent  to 
every  fraternity  and  sorority  house  in  this 
college  town,  announcing  a midwest  pre- 
miere of  “Hullabaloo”  packed  a midnight 
show  for  H.  Woods  of  the  Hall  Theatre. 
The  wires  went  out  on  a Thursday  pre- 
ceding the  arrival  of  a number  of  foot- 
ball fans  for  a big  game  Saturday. 


Thanksgiving  Day  again  is  earlier  this 
year.  November  21  is  the  date  in  most 
states. 


This  Shouts  to  the  Eyes — 

The  smash  lobby  display  arranged  by 
Charles  Moss  and  Phil  Laufer  of  the 
Criterion  Theatre  in  New  York  City, 
for  the  opening  of  “World  in  Flames.” 
The  SEE  copy  reads:  “See  what  plans 
Adolf  Hitler  has  for  the  Americas! 
See  uncensored  films  of  the  Nazi  ma- 
chine tearing  into  helpless  enemies! 
See  what  horrors  lie  behind  the  blitz- 
krieg. Shocking!  Factual!”  To  the 
left,  but  partially  visible  in  the  above 
snap,  stands  a wire  cage  containing  a 
motion  picture  camera,  mounted  on 
tripod,  and  labeled  “authentic  motion 
picture  equipment  used  in  filming  ac- 
tual scenes  of  the  countries  at  xvar 
for  ‘World  in  Flames.’  ” 


Buttons  for  the  Roxy 

New  York — During  the  pre-election  ex- 
citement Homer  Harman  of  the  Roxy 
joined  the  political-button  parade  by  dis- 
tributing one  that  read:  “All  N.  Y.  Goes 
to  the  Roxy.” 
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Birmingham,  Ala. — An  entire  showman- 
ship campaign  at  his  Norwood  Theatre 
was  M.  B.  Shepherd’s  way  of  celebrating 
the  birth  of  a son. 

Calling  his  show  the  “Proud  Papa  Jubi- 
lee,” Shepherd  offered  cigars,  soft  drinks 
for  non-smokers,  and  candy  for  the  chil- 
dren during  the  two  days  of  the  Jubilee. 

A diapering  and  baby  contest  was  held 
on  the  stage,  with  prizes  awarded  for  the 
best  looking  proud  papa,  the  prettiest  baby, 
and  the  most  rapid  job  of  diapering.  The 
audience  was  the  judge. 

Baby  bottles,  nipples,  rattles  and  diapers 
adorned  the  front  of  the  house,  and  a 
360-pound  vaudevillian,  lace  cap  and  all, 
burlesqued  a baby,  to  provide  stage  enter- 
tainment. 

Record  attendance  rewarded  Shepherd 
for  his  ingenuity  and  effort. 


'Great  McGinty'  Campaign 
Winner  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — Glenn  Schnorr,  manager 
of  the  Daisy  Theatre  here,  utilized  pre- 
election day  fever  to  advantage  in  book- 
ing and  selling  “The  Great  McGinty.” 

The  feature  was  booked  for  the  Sunday 
and  Monday  preceding  election  day. 
Cards,  simulating  the  familiar  campaign 
card,  were  handed  patrons  as  they  left 
the  theatre.  The  cards  read:  “Democrat 
or  Republican,  vote  the  straight  entertain- 
ment ticket,  vote  for  ‘The  Great  Mc- 
Ginty’ and  ‘Gold  Rush  Maisie.’  Daisy 
Theatre  precinct.  Sunday,  Monday,  No- 
vember 3 and  4.” 

On  Saturday  afternoon  Schnorr,  deco- 
rating a two-ton  truck  in  red,  blue  and 
white  bunting,  packed  it  with  kids,  all 
provided  with  bells,  noise  makers  and 
banners,  and  sent  it  cruising  Indianapolis 
streets.  The  truck  was  bannered:  “Why 
save  money,  McGinty  will  spent  it. 
Vote  for  McGinty  at  the  Daisy  Thea- 
tre (dates).” 

The  result  was  a full  house  Sunday. 


Finds  Opportunities  in 
Competitive  Doings 

Teague,  Tex. — Competitive  events  that 
are  strong  enough  to  attract  potential 
patrons  do  not  leave  Floyd  Faubion,  man- 
ager of  the  Star  and  Ritz  theatres,  out 
in  the  cold.  He  invariably  manages  to 
cooperate  with  such  events  and  so  look 
out  for  the  interests  of  the  Star  and  Ritz. 

Illustrative  is  a recent  rodeo  which  Fau- 
bion used  to  advantage  by  printing  the 
program  handbills  for  it,  and  of  course 
announcing  his  week’s  program  on  the 
handbill. 

An  owl  show  the  final  evening  of  the 
rodeo  was  a means  of  making  concrete 
use  of  the  assembled  crowds. 

Another  example  of  “joining  ’em  when 
you  can’t  lick  ’em”  is  the  issuance  of  a 
herald  at  football  games  which  lists  the 
names,  weights  and  positions  of  the  com- 
peting players  of  each  team.  The  lower 
half  of  the  herald  bears  the  theatre’s 
copy. 


Band  Precedes  "World  in  Flames" 

Baltimore — The  night  before  opening 
“World  in  Flames”  Lawrence  Schanberger 
of  Keith’s  presented  a band  concert  in 
front  of  the  house,  and  the  local  anti-air- 
craft unit  cooperated  in  providing  lights. 

^ 

Clean  Windshields  to 
Please  Patrons 

Chicago — A bit  oi  service  propaganda, 
with  of  course  the  service  attached,  is 
recommended  by  Charles  H.  Ryan,  War- 
ner publicist,  to  the  houses  offering  park- 
ing facilities. 

Ryan  suggests  a card  be  slipped  under 
the  windshield  wiper  of  each  patron's 
car,  copy  facing  the  driver,  calling  at- 
tention to  the  fact  his  windshield  has 
been  cleaned  and  expressing  thanks  for 
patronage.  Theatre's  and  manager's  sig 
complete  the  card. 
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Tieups  and  the  Press  Key 
Cleveland  "Rockne"  Sale 


Cleveland — Manny  Pearlstein,  in  charge 
of  Warner  exploitation  and  publicity, 
virtually  shot  the  works  in  behalf  of 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American”  for  its  run 
at  Warner’s  Hippodrome. 

Pearlstein  planted  a 21 -day  serializa- 
tion of  the  screenplay  in  a local  paper, 
which  ran  in  advance  of  the  showing.  He 
also  tied  up  with  another  newspaper  on  the 
Sweetest  Day  by  which  the  picture  got  a 
ten-day  plug  in  all  candy  ads.  The  classi- 
fied ads  were  used,  and  spot  radio  an- 
nouncements preceded  big  time  air  pro- 
grams. 

A special  screening  of  the  picture  was 
held  for  local  football  coaches  and  sports 
writers  which  got  some  more  plugs  in  the 
sports  columns  of  the  dailies.  A leading 
food  circuit  distributed  25,000  heralds  two 
weeks  in  advance  of  release  and  John  Car- 
roll  University  dedicated  its  Saturday  game 
in  honor  of  Knute  Rockne. 


Circular  Lists  Things  to 
Do  for  "Argentine  Way" 

New  Haven — Lou  Brown,  Loew-Poli  pub- 
licity chief,  sent  circuit  managers  a three- 
page  circular  of  exploitation  tips  on  "Down 
Argentine  Way.”  Among  the  suggestions: 
Dress  ushers  in  gaucho  costumes  a week 
in  advance;  run  rhumba-conga  contests, 
with  prizes,  local  band  cooperation,  news- 
paper and  radio  publicity;  give  rhumba 
lessons  in  the  lobby;  display  dancing  girl 
figures  in  the  24  or  6 sheets;  get  jewelry, 
dress  and  music  coop  ads  and  displays; 
have  usher  play  portable  phonograph  with 
theatre  copy  in  the  street;  put  on  radio 
South  American  programs;  use  peephole 
"For  Men  Only”  displays. 


Complete  Old-Time  Bill 
Helps  Sell  "Villain" 

Philadelphia — Springboarding  from  his 
booking  of  “The  Villain  Still  Pursued  Her,” 
Iz  Wiernik  of  the  Strand  combined  the 
feature  with  a Charlie  Chaplin  short,  "The 
Great  Train  Robbery”  and  other  old-time 
shorts  and  then  sold  the  entire  bill  as  an 
Old  Time  Movie  Show. 

Old-time  slides  announced  the  special 
show  from  the  screen;  two  fellows  in  old- 
fashioned  regalia  on  a bike  rode  through 
the  streets,  and  a buzzer  was  installed  in 
the  boxoffice  window  to  attract  passersby. 


Sell  "The  Letter" 

New  York — The  first  full-page  ad  in  the 
national  promotion  for  the  forthcoming 
Warner  feature,  "The  Letter,”  starring 
Bette  Davis,  will  appear  in  the  December 
issues  of  Cosmopolitan,  Redhook  and  14 
national  fan  magazines  on  the  newsstands 
throughout  the  month  of  November.  These 
16  magazines  reach  an  audience  of  31,- 
000,000  fans. 


Beneiit  lor  Airport 

Walterboro,  S.  C. — H.  B.  Cook,  mana- 
ger of  the  Ritz,  gave  his  cooperation  to 
the  local  aviation  association,  seeking 
funds  to  light  the  local  airport,  by  ob- 
taining “Wings  of  the  Navy”  for  a bene- 
fit showing. 


d - — ^ ■ ■■ 

Recording  Amateurs' 
Programs  Draws 

Dover,  Term. — The  Dover  Theatre  plan 
oi  making  recordings  of  the  programs 
amateurs  put  on  on  the  stage  is  meet- 
ing wide  approval.  Singers,  reciters,  in- 
strument players,  all  have  the  opportun- 
ity to  record  their  renditions  and  are 
permitted  to  take  their  record  with  them. 
Regular  admission  to  the  show  is  the 
only  charge. 

-11 

Telegram  Nets  Top  Space 
For  "Strike  Up  the  Band" 

Port  Huron,  Mich. — The  big  news  here 
recently  was  the  departure  of  an  army 
detachment  for  training  in  the  south,  and 
Jim  Helsdon  of  the  Desmond  Theatre  man- 
aged to  obtain  a boxed  space  in  the  news- 
paper story  covering  the  departure.  His 
method  was  to  have  Mickey  Rooney,  who 
visited  Port  Huron  last  February  during 
the  “Young  Tom  Edison”  premiere,  wire 
best  wishes  to  the  company  and  its  com- 
mander. 

The  wire  read;  “Warm  spot  in  my  heart 
for  your  reception  to  my  ‘Young  Tom  Edi- 
son’ premiere  last  February.  Am  sure 
when  you  strike  up  the  band  and  go  south 
they  will  welcome  you  as  warmly  as  you 
did  me.” 


Novel  Ballys  lor  Run  of 
"Villain  Pursued  Her" 

San  Francisco — Manager  George  Bole  of 
the  Golden  Gate  Theatre  used  many  novel 
displays  and  ballyhoos  in  his  campaign 
on  "The  Villain  Still  Pursued  Her.” 

The  ushers  wore  period  costumes  to 
which  ribbon  badges  were  attached.  There 
was  a large  sign  installed  with  cartooned 
bodies  and  colored  enlargements  of  the 
heads  of  the  cast,  and  one  of  these  had 
a removable  head,  permitting  a pedestrian 
to  insert  his  own.  Free  refreshments  were 
provided  for  patrons  on  the  mezzanine, 
with  the  beverages  and  fixtures  promoted 
from  local  concerns. 


Tie  Schools  lor  "Laddie" 

New  York — Through  a tiein  between 
the  RKO  theatres  and  the  United  Parent- 
Teachers  Associations  the  engagement  of 
“Laddie”  over  the  metropolitan  circuit  will 
be  tied  up  with  the  schools  of  New  York 
City.  Bulletins  illustrated  with  a scene 
from  “Laddie”  and  carrying  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  Association  will  be  posted  in 
all  the  schools. 


Coloring  Contest  in  Paper 

Asheboro,  N.  C. — Joe  Edmundson,  Sun- 
set Theatre,  landed  a four-day  coloring 
contest  in  a local  paper  for  “Boom  Town.” 


d 

Civic  Pride  Stirs 
Patron  Response 

Branson,  Mo. — One  appeal,  via  a her- 
ald, was  enough  to  give  Jim  Owen  of 
the  Owen  Theatre  eight  more  paid  ad- 
missions than  the  1940  census  gives  Bran- 
son population,  on  the  showing  of  "Scat- 
terbrain." The  appeal  was  simply,  "Give 
me  a record  crowd,"  plus  plug  of  picture. 


Promotes  Trip  lor  Winners 
In  "Partners"  Contest 

Massillon,  Ohio — Warner’s  Lincoln  The- 
atre and  the  Evening  Independent  worked 
a “Lucky  Partners”  contest  under  the  di- 
rection of  Manager  Irving  Solomon  that 
provided  a grand  prize  of  an  all-expense 
trip  to  Cleveland.  The  winning  couple 
was  offered  a day  and  a night  “doing 
the  town.”  The  Statler  Hotel  provided  the 
suite  as  well  as  all  means  and  entertain- 
ment. Transportation  to  Cleveland  and 
return  was  furnished  by  the  Massillon 
Buick  Company,  in  a new  car. 

Contestants  were  asked  to  write  in  100 
words  why  they  considered  themselves 
lucky  in  love. 

Ten  pairs  of  tickets  were  awarded  as 
additional  prizes.  The  newspaper  broke 
with  the  first  story  five  days  in  advance 
of  the  run  and  carried  stories  daily 
through  the  opening. 

Directs  "Too  Many  Girls" 
Selling  at  Football  Fans 

Madison,  Wis. — Manager  E.  I.  Benjii  of 
the  Capitol  used  5,000  combination  her- 
alds and  football  score  cards  in  his  cam- 
paign on  “Too  Many  Girls.”  The  cards 
were  distributed  at  a football  game.  (Sam- 
ple score  card  appears  in  the  selling  seats 
section  of  Boxoffice  of  October  26) . 

Novelty  invitations  were  mailed  to  of- 
ficers of  all  fraternities  and  sororities, 
various  instructors  and  civic  leaders. 

A special  six-sheet  was  mounted  on  a 
frame  with  handles  and  carried  behind  the 
band  at  the  stadium  before  the  game.  A 
car  with  posters  covered  the  town  the  day 
of  the  game. 

Mayor's  Proclamation  and 
School  Night  lor  'Rockne' 

Oshkosh,  Wis. — Poster  Norton,  mana- 
ger of  the  Strand,  secured  a proclamation 
of  “Knute  Rockne  Week”  by  the  mayor 
as  a plug  for  “Knute  Rockne — All  Ameri- 
can.” 

A high  school  and  college  celebration 
was  held  on  a Monday  night  at  the 
Strand  in  connection  with  the  showing 
of  the  picture,  and  a full  size  press  photo 
of  Rockne  and  an  autographed  football 
were  awarded  on  Sunday  afternoon  dur- 
ing the  showing. 


Hometown  Newsreel 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Dewey  Mousson, 
manager  of  the  Knickerbocker,  has  a 
sure-fire  added  attraction  in  his  frequent 
presentations  of  a hometown  newsreel. 
Mousson  has  a motion  picture  camera  with 
which  he  records  all  prominent  local 
events,  parades,  openings,  festivals  and 
then  screens  them  in  the  theatre. 


Oilers  Popular  Books 

Troy,  N.  Y. — Rosenthal’s  State  Theatre 
here  is  using  popular  titled  books  as  prem- 
iums on  Mondays  and  Fridays.  A fiye- 
cent  fee  is  added  to  the  20-cent  admis- 
sion of  those  desiring  the  books. 


Coupons  Announce  Giveaway 

San  Antonio — When  the  Empire  Thea- 
tre adopted  an  encyclopedia  giveaway, 
coupons,  offering  one  volume  free,  were 
distributed.  The  recipient  was  told  to 
present  the  coupon  for  the  first  volume, 
and  leave  35  cents  as  reservation  for  the 
second  volume. 
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BOXOFFICE 


November  16,  1940 


"GREAT  DICTATOR"  GARNERS  WEEK'S  LADRELS 


BOSTON 

Fenway — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB) ; 


falling:  All  Husbands  (WB)  70 

Keith’s  Memorial — Long:  Voyage  Home  (UA); 

A Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ) 100 

Loew’s  Orpheum — Great  Dictator  (UA) 115 

Loew’s  State — Same  as  Orpheum  12G 

Metropolitan — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB); 

Father  Is  a Prince  (FN) 80 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  75 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Cross  Country  Romance  (RKO), 

1st  half  90 

Broadway — The  Mummy’s  Hand  (Univ), 

2nd  half  100 

Carolina- — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox), 

1st  half  100 

Carolina — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox),  2nd  half.  110 
Imperial — Dreaming  Out  Loud  (RKO), 

1st  half  110 

Imperial — ^Wyoming  (M-G-M),  2nd  half 100 

State — Three  Men  From  Texas  (Para’t) 100 


CHICAGO 

Apollo — -The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  reserved 

seat  policy  150 

Chicago — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  175 

Garrick — Wyoming  (M-G-M);  World  in  PTames 

(Para’t),  2nd  loop  wk 85 

Oriental — Glamour  for  Sale  (Col),  plus 

Elsa  Maxwell  stage  show  105 

Palace — Spring  Parade  (Univ) ; Men  Against 

the  Sky  (RKO),  2nd  wk 100 

Roosevelt — The  Great  Dictator  (UA) 200 

State-Lake- — Argentine  Nights  (Univ).  plus 

stage  show  95 

United  Artists — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA)...150 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox) 170 

Capitol — The  Westerner  (UA),  2nd  wk 110 

Grand — Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)  90 

Keith’s — Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t) 90 

Lyric — Blondie  I*lays  Cupid  (Col)  95 

Palace — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO)  115 

Shubert — Knute  Rockne — All  American 

(WB),  3rd  wk 90 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB), 

2nd  wk 150 

Hippodrome — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO)  90 

Lake — The  Gay  Caballero  (20th-Fox);  Charlie 

Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum  (20th-Fox) 100 

Palace — Too  Man.v  Girls  (RKO),  plus  stage 

show  115 

State — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t)  65 

Stillman — The  Great  Dictator  (UA) 660 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Margie  (Univ),  1st  part  90 

Capitol — Meet  the  Wildcat  (Univ),  2nd  part..  90 
Capitol — Leopard  Men  of  Africa  (SR),  3rd  part.  110 

Majestic — Wyoming  (M-G-M)  110 

Palace — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t)  125 

Rialto — Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox),  1st  half.  90 
Rialto — The  Quarterback  (Fara’t),  2nd  half.. 100 
Tower — Domi  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 110 

DENVER 

Aladdin — No  Time  for  f'omedy  (WB) ; Great 
Profile  (20th-Fox),  after  wk.  at  Denver ....  100 
Broadway — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M); 

Laddie  (RKO),  after  wk.  at  Orpheum 110 

Denham — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

2nd  wk 220 

Denver — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB); 

Girl  From  Havana  (Rep)  125 

Orpheum — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO);  Haunted 

Honeymoon  (M-G-M)  90 

Paramount — Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep);  Meet 

the  Wildcat  (Univ)  115 

Rialto — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox).  after 
wk.  at  each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  Drums 
of  the  Desert  (Mono)  125 

DETROIT 

Adams — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox),  2nd 

wk. ; Glamour  for  Sale  (Col)  90 

Cinema — Whirlpool  (SR)  75 

Fox — Spring  Parade  (Univ);  Meet  the 

Wildcat  (Univ)  135 

Michigan — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB); 

Money  and  the  W’omaii  (WB)  130 

Palms-State — The  Westerner  (UA),  after  wk.  at 
Michigan;  Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M), 

after  2 wks.  at  United  Artists  85 

United  Artists — Escape  (M-G-M);  Hullabaloo 

(M-G-M)  110 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Great  Dictator — 

Cleveland  660 

Pittsburgh  315 

New  Orleans,  Chicago,  Phila- 
delphia   200 

New  Haven,  New  York 165 

North  West  Mounted  Police — 

Providence  (dual)  250 

Denver  220 

Los  Angeles  180 

Kansas  City 160 

Seven  Sinners — 

New  Orleans  200 

Down  Argentine  Way — 

Providence  (dual)  175 

Mark  of  Zorro — 

Cincinnati  170 

Spring  Parade — 

Pittsburgh  160 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Great  Dictator,  4th  wk..  New  York  City; 
3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 

Long  Voyage  Home,  4th  wk.,  New  York 
City. 

Arise  My  Love,  3rd  wk.,  New  York  City. 

Knute  Rockne— All  American,  3rd  wk., 
Cincinnati. 

Third  Finger,  I.^ft  Hand,  3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 


KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Seven  Sinners  (Univ)  110 

Midland — The  Great  Dictator  (UA) 100 

Newman — North  West  Mounted  Police 

(Para’t),  holdover  160 

Orpheum — Too  M.any  Girls  (RKO);  I^addie 

(RKO)  105 

Tower- -Yesterda.v’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox),  plus 

Joe  Sanders  Orchestra  120 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  105 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M); 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M)  125 

Downtown — Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (WB); 

Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep)  140 

Pour  Star — The  I.ong  Voyage  Home  (UA) 125 

Hiilstreet — The  Howards  of  Virginia  (Col); 

The  Lady  in  Question  (Col)  110 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  140 

Pantages — Same  as  Hiilstreet  100 

Paramount — North  West  Mouiiterl  Police 

(Para’t),  plus  stage  show  180 

State — Same  as  Chinese  125 


MILWAUKEE 

Palace — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t); 

Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para’t),  2nd  wk 125 

Riverside — Girls  Under  (Col),  plus  stage 

show  140 

Strand — Same  as  Palace  110 

Warner — City  for  Conquest  (WB);  Men  Against 

the  Sky  (RKO)  105 

Wisconsin — Wyoming  (M-G-M);  Dr.  Kildare 

Goes  Home  (M-G-M)  90 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Alvin — Earl  of  Puddiestone  (Rep),  plus  stage 


show  90 

Aster — Captain  Caution  (UA) ; Diamond 

Frontier  (Univ)  90 

Century — Dispatch  From  Keuter’s  (WB) 100 

Esquire — Secrets  of  a Model  (SR) 90 

Gopher — Flowing  Gold  (WB)  90 

Orpheum — City  for  Conquest  (WB) 95 

State — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M) 125 

World — They  Knew  Wltat  They  Wanted 

(RKO),  2nd  wk 100 

NEW  HAVEN 

College — The  Villain  .Still  Pursued  Her  (RKO); 

I’m  Still  Alive  (RKO)  60 


Loew-Poli — The  Great  Dictator  (UA)  165 

Paramount — A Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ); 

The  Mummy’s  Hand  (Univ)  150 

Roger  Sherman — Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again 

(WB);  Pastor  Hall  (UA)  85 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M) 100 

Globe — Sea  Hawk  (WB)  90 

Liberty — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO)  95 

Loew’s — Great  Dictator  (UA)  200 

Orpheum — Seven  Sinners  (Univ)  200 

Saenger — Down  Argentine  Way  ( 20th-Fox ) . . . . 150 
Tudor — I Love  You  Again  (M-G-M)  90 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — 'I'he  Great  Dictator  (UA),  4th  road- 
show wk 165 

Capitol — Same  as  Astor  150 

Criterion — Haunted  Hone.vmoon  (M-G-M) 110 

Globe — Fast  of  tile  Kiver  (WB),  2nd  wk 100 

Paramount — Arise,  M.v  Love  (Para’t),  3rd 

wk.,  plus  stage  show  140 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Escape  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show  120 

Rialto — Mexi<an  Spitfire  Out  West  (RKO), 

5 days  8 0 

Rlvoli — Tile  Long  Voyage  Home  (UA),  4th  wk. . 95 
Roxy — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  125 

Strand — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB), 

3rd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  115 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Seven  Sinners  (Univ);  Father  Is  a 

Prince  (FN)  100 

Omaha — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA);  Young 

Peojjle  (20th-Fox)  140 

Orpheum — Kit  Carson  (UA),  plus  Major  Bowes’ 
stage  show  100 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  2nd  wk 200 

Boyd — Arise,  My  Love  {Para’t)  110 

Earle — The  Quarterback  (Para’t),  plus  Louella 

Parsons’  stage  show  130 

Fox — A Dispatch  From  Keuter’s  (WB) 90 

Karlton — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO),  2nd  run  105 

Keith’s — Spring  Parade  (Univ),  2nd  run 100 

Stanley — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t) 80 

Stanton — World  in  Flames  (Para’t)  110 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 66 

Barry — Leather  Pushers  (Univ);  Spies  In 

the  Air  (SR)  100 

Fulton — .Spring  Parade  (Univ)  160 

Penn — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M) 115 

Ritz — Tliey  Knew  What  They  Wanted  (RKO), 

2nd  d.  t.  wk 60 

Senator — The  Mummy’s  Hand  (Univ) ; Yester- 
day’s Heroes  (20th-Fox)  50 

Stanley-^Wyoming  (M-G-M)  80 

Warner — The  Great  Dictator  (UA) 315 

PROVIDENCE 

Albee — The.v  Knew  What  Tliey  Wanted  (RKO); 

Pop  Always  Pays  (RKO),  2nd  wk 80 

Carlton — Knute  Kockne — All  American  (WB); 

Pier  1.3  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 100 

Fays — Triple  .lustlce  (RKO) ; Hell’s  Angels 

(SR)  80 

Majestic — Down  Argentine  Way  (20th-Fox); 

Great  Profile  (20th-Fox)  175 

State — Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M); 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M)  80 

Strand — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t): 

Girl  From  Havana  (Rep)  260 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — Slightly  Tempted  (Univ);  I’m  No- 
body’s Sweetheart  Now  (Univ) 100 

Centre — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para't) . . 125 
Paramount — You  Asked  for  It  (20th-Fox) . . . . 100 
Rialto — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO);  Men  Against 

the  Sky  (RKO)  100 

Roxy — Drums  of  the  Desert  (Mono) ; All  Women 

Have  Secrets  (Mono),  plus  stage  show 100 

Studio — Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  .100 
Utah — No  Time  for  Comedy  (WB) 95 

SEATTLE 

Fifth  Avenue — The  Great  Dictator  (UA). 

3rd  wk 100 

Liberty — The  W'esterner  (UA),  2nd  wk 90 

Music  Box — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M); 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 90 

Orpheum — Seven  Sinners  (Univ);  Father  Is 

a Prince  (FN)  90 

Palomar — A Dispatch  From  Keuter’s  (WB), 

plus  stage  show  90 

Paramount — (Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox); 

Young  People  (20th-Fox)  90 
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Columbia 

Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble 

Good  show.  Good  business.  Daisy  the 
dog  almost  steals  the  show  with  its  almost 
human  acting.  Played  on  Cash  Nites. 
Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
28-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
2,800.  Capacity:  400. — Irvin  Baker  jr., 
Roaring  Spring,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

He  Stayed  for  Breakfast 

Another  extra  business  picture.  A little 
hot  in  spots  and  a little  too  impossible 
for  some  patrons,  but  nevertheless  a good 
picture.  I hope  the  producers  cut  out  the 
double  meaning  remarks  in  future  pic- 
tures. Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  26-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1.200.  Capacity:  300. — Allan  Banks, 
Vogue,  Remsen,  la. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Boom  Town 

Good  show  with  plenty  of  thrills  and 
action.  But  at  advanced  admissions  did 
not  do  the  business  expected.  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Snow.  Admission:  28-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  2,800.  Ca- 
pacity: 400 — Irvin  Baker  jr..  Roaring 
Spring,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Edison,  the  Man 

That  Spencer  Tracy  is  tops  in  any  pic- 
ture. This  is  a picture  you  will  be  proud 
you  played.  Mon.,  Tues.  Admission:  20- 
10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,000. 
Capacity:  184. — R.  C.  Vantrease,  Rex, 
Watertown,  Tenn. 

Mortal  Storm,  The 

The  Intelligentsia  came  in  goodly  num- 
bers and  quite  a number  of  the  hoi-polloi 
with  them.  Satisfaction  was  pretty  gen- 
eral and  it  was  an  excellent  social  drama 
up  to  Leo’s  standard.  A few  like  it  now 
and  then  is  a good  thing.  Sun.,  Mon., 
Tues. — R.  Evans,  Melodian,  Cheney,  Wash. 

Waterloo  Bridge 

Extra  good  and  business  above  aver- 
age. That  makes  any  picture.  I think 
this  pleased  my  patrons  100  per  cent. 
Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission: 
20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
1,000.  Capacity:  184. — R.  C.  Vantrease, 
Rex,  Watertown,  Tenn. 

Paramount 

Buck  Benny  Rides  Again 

Everyone  liked  this  one  as  it  has  every- 
thing. Play  it  by  all  means.  Thursday. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  850.  Capac- 
ity: 364. — R.  M.  Enloe,  Wahoo.  Dubach, 
La. 

Cornin'  Round  the  Mountain 

Doubled  with  “ Tom  Brown’s  School 
Days.”  A corny  show  that  missed  fire. 
Not  a laugh  in  the  whole  show,  boring 
and  unconvincing.  Why  Paramount  re- 
leased it  is  beyond  me.  A black  eye  for 
any  company.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  26-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,200.  Capacity:  300. — Allan 

Banks,  Vogue,  Remsen,  la. 

Untamed 

Color  lovely.  Good  scenery.  Well  liked. 
Just  a fair  story.  Color  is  main  attrac- 
tion. Wed.,  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Warm. 
Admission:  30-10.  Rural-town  patronage. 
Capacity:  500-300. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi- 
Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan,  Ore. 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  BoxoF- 
FicE.  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Republic 

Dark  Command 

This  was  a show  I was  afraid  of,  but 
it  seemed  to  please  well.  Boxoffice  above 
normal.  Fri.,  Sat.  Admission:  20-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Ca- 
pacity: 184. — R.  C.  Vantrease,  Rex,  Wat- 
ertown, Tenn. 

Gangs  of  Chicago 

A nice  little  picture  for  weekend  dates. 
Will  please  your  action  fans.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Capacity: 
184. — R.  C.  Vantrease,  Rex,  Watertown, 
Tenn. 

Grand  Ole  Opry 

Good  homely  humor  to  please  all  the 
family.  Not  big,  but  this  type  picture 
causes  no  kicks  and  helps  build  patronage. 
Pair  take.  Bargain  Night.  Tuesday. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Ca- 
pacity: 240. — E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark, 
Ark. 

Scatterbrain 

Booked  on  Sunday  with  considerable 
doubt  as  to  its  suitability.  Drew  extra 
business  for  three  days  and  kept  the  au- 
dience continually  laughing.  We  can  use 
more  of  this  kind.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 26-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,200.  Capacity:  300. — Allan  Banks, 
Vogue,  Remsen,  la. 

RKO  Radio 

Lucky  Partners 

Good  picture  and  good  acting.  Busi- 
ness good.  Played  on  Cash  Nites.  Thurs., 
Fri.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  28-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  2,800. 
Capacity:  400. — Irvin  Baker  jr..  Roaring 
Spring,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Lillian  Russell 

Drags  along,  but  the  money  spent  to 
produce  it  could  have  made  a good  pic- 
ture. Too  bad  the  common  people  aren’t 
catered  to  as  there  are  so  many  of  them. 
Receipts  off.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Hot. 
Admission;  20-10.  Capacity:  240. — E.  B. 
Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark. 

Return  of  Frank  James 

An  excellent  sequel  to  “Jesse  James.” 
This  picture  did  considerably  better  than 
midweek  business,  but  the  gross  fell  way 
short  of  its  predecessor.  It  is  beautifully 
photographed,  well  acted  and  is  sure  to 
please  your  patrons.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Wea- 
ther: Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Capacity: 
175. — Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  New  Haven, 
New  Haven,  Mo. 

Young  People 

A good  program  picture.  Played  to 
average  boxoffice  on  Mon.,  Tues.  A nice 
bit  of  acting  by  Shirley  Temple  and  Char- 
lotte Greenwood.  Weather;  Cool.  Admis- 
sion: 28-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 


tion: 2,000. — Frank  Medley,  Palace,  Mon- 
terey, Tenn. 

United  Artists 

Over  the  Moon 

UA  has  some  tough  nuts  to  crack.  Per- 
sonally enjoyed  the  Technicolor  scenes  of 
Europe  but  our  people  don’t  go  for  Eng- 
lish chatter.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural 
patronage. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Gay-Way  and 
Hi-Way,  Willamina  and  Sheridan,  Ore. 

Saps  at  Sea 

If  you  want  to  hear  your  patrons  laugh, 
I suggest  you  play  “Saps  at  Sea.”  A good 
comedy  show.  Laurel  & Hardy  are  good 
when  it  comes  to  comedy.  I think  the 
world  needs  more  of  this  type  picture 
instead  of  war  and  politics.  Business 
good.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 22-10.  Rural-town  patronage. 

Population:  650.  Capacity:  408. — Jack 
Story,  Mary  Agnes,  Jamestown,  Ky. 

Universal 

If  I Had  My  Way 

Good  picture  to  fair  business.  A Sunday 
type  that  everyone  will  like  except  the 
cowboys.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10.  Capacity:  240. — E.  B. 
Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark. 

Ma,  He's  Making  Eyes  at  Me 

Tops  of  the  light  musicals  the  company 
has  made.  Everybody  from  janitor  to 
banker  felt  good  and  gave  a smile  when 
they  left.  Receipts  slightly  above  normal 
for  Bargain  Night.  Tuesday.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Capacity;  240. — 
E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark. 

Riders  of  Pasco  Basin 

A good  western.  Johnny  Mack  Brown 
a good  drawing  card  for  our  westerns  fans. 
Fuzzy  Knight  goes  over  big  with  them. 
He  almost  steals  the  whole  show.  He  gets 
plenty  of  good  laughs,  and  that  is  what 
the  western  fans  like.  If  you  need  a 
western  on  your  date  book,  this  one  is 
O.  K.  Friday.,  Sat.  Weather:  O.  K.  Ad- 
mission: 22-10.  Rural-town  patronage. 
Population:  650.  Capacity:  408. — Jack 
Story,  Mary  Agnes,  Jamestown,  Ky. 

When  the  Daltons  Rode 

If  your  type  patronage  craves  action, 
this  is  it.  Well  directed  and  well  acted, 
it  is  tops  for  a small  town. — Burris  and 
Henley  Smith,  Imperial,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

You're  Not  So  Tough 

A real  top-notch  programmer  which  will 
do  extra  business  anywhere.  Tues.,  Wed. 
Weather:  Pair.  Admission:  15-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,725.  Capacity; 
400. — M.  B.  Hasty,  Joy,  DardaneUe,  Ark. 

Warner  Bros. 

Brother  Orchid 

Edward  G.  Robinson  turns  in  his  usual- 
ly good  performance  and  the  audience 
went  for  it.  Boxoffice:  About  average 
Sunday  and  Monday.  Admission:  40-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  710.  Ca- 
pacity: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wicken- 
burg-Way,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Saturday's  Children 

Good  average  product  from  a company 
that  doesn’t  expect  everything  you  take 
in  and  a bonus  to  boot.  Business  average. 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather;  Good.  Admission: 
20-10.  Capacity;  240. — E.  B.  Wacaster, 
Ozark,  Ozark,  Ark. 
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Columbia 

Angrels  Over  Broadway.  .1009.  . (79) Sept.  SO 

Drama.  The  human  side  of  the  heart  of  New 
York.  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr..  Rita  Hayworth. 
Director;  Ben  Hecht. 

Before  I Hang.  .1024.  . (62) Sept.  17 

Melodrama.  An  elderly  scientist  discovers  a 
way  to  cure  old  age,  but  when  he  innoculates 
himself  he  becomes  a murderer  and  is  shot. 
Boris  Karloff,  Evelyn  Keyes.  Director;  Nick 
Grinde. 

Beyond  the  Saerainento . . (57)  Nov.  14 

Western.  Secretly  re-setting  the  front  page  of 
the  town’s  newspaper  enables  Elliott  to  awaken 
the  town  to  its  crooked  publisher.  Bill  Elliott, 
Evelyn  Keyes.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 

Bloiidie  Has  Servant  Trt»uble  . 1012 . . (66)  . . July  25 
Comedy.  The  Bumsteads,  installed  in  an  estate 


of  which  Dagwood's  boss  is  executor,  soon  get 
around  to  believing  the  place  haunted.  Penny 
Singleton  Arthur  Lake,  Larry  Simms.  Director: 
Frank  R.  Strayer. 

Blondie  Plays  Cupid..  (66)  Oct.  21 


Comedy.  Blondie  takes  the  family  to  the  coun- 
try for  a safe  and  sane  Fourth  and  they  return 
in  bandages.  Penny  Singleton,  Arthur  Lake, 
Larry  Simms.  Director:  Frank  R.  Strayer. 

Durango  Kid . . 2201 . . (57)  Aug.  15 

Western.  The  Kid  helps  the  homesteaders 
again.st  the  crooks.  Charles  Starrett,  Luana 
Walters.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 

Five  Little  Peppers  in  Trouble.  .1022.  . (65)  . - Sept.  1 
Comedy.  Edith  Fellows,  Dorothy  Ann  Seese. 
Snobbishness  at  a private  school  gets  the  Peppers 
into  trouble,  but  they  and  their  friend.  Jas])er, 
get  set  for  schooling  in  Europe.  Director: 
Charles  Barton. 

Fugitive  From  a Prison  Camp.  . 20.22 ..  (59)  . . Sept.  5 
Melodrama.  Trying  to  straighten  his  fiancee’s 
brother  gets  a young  man  involved,  but  a hu- 
manitarian peace  officer  straightens  matters. 
Jack  Holt,  Marian  Marsh.  Director:  Lewis  D. 
Collins. 

Girls  Under  21.  (62)  Oct.  24 

Drama.  A high  school  teacher  proves  the  inno- 
cence of  a former  gangster’s  girl,  when  he  him- 
self falls  in  love  with  her.  Paul  Kelly,  Rochelle 
Hudson.  Director:  Max  Nosseck. 

Glamour  for  Sale ..  1040 ..  (60) Sept.  27 

Melodrama.  His  date  from  an  escort  bureau 
aids  an  undercover  agent  to  trap  and  end  a 
blackmailing  group’s  function.  Anita  I..ouise, 
Roger  Pryor.  Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Great  Plane  liobber.v . . ( . . ) Nov.  9 

Drama.  An  agent  guards  a heavily  insured  ex- 
underworld figure,  and  saves  his  life  when 
gangsters  ground  a plane  carrying  the  insured 
man.  Jack  Holt,  Stanley  Fields,  Vicki  Lester. 
Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins. 

He  Stayed  for  Breakfast ..  1006.  . (87) Aug.  22 

Comedy.  A guy  who  imagines  himself  a Red 
hides  in  the  apartment  of  a banker’s  wife  who 
is  divorcing  her  husband.  He  sets  about  teach- 
ing her  his  brand  of  radicalism  but  instead 
learns  hers.  Loretta  Young,  Melvyn  Douglas. 
Director:  Alexander  Hall. 

Howards  of  Virginia,  The . . 1001 . . ( 112)  . . . . Sei>t.  19 
Drama.  A drama  of  colonial  America  and  the 
events  that  led  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  as 


experienced  by  a pioneering  family.  Cary  Grant. 
Martha  Scott.  Richard  Carlson.  Diiector:  Frank 
Lloyd. 

I Married  Adventure ..  1110 ..  (75)  July  24 

Adventure.  Twelve  years  of  big  game  exploring 
with  the  camera  as  done  by  the  Martin  John- 
sons. 

T aJy  in  Question,  The  . . 1008 . . (76) Aug.  7 


Drama.  A juror  who  helped  acquit  a girl  ac- 
cused of  murder,  proves  her  innocent  when  his 
son  falls  in  love  with  her.  Brian  Aherne,  Rita 
Hayworth,  Irene  Rich.  Director:  Charles  Vidor. 

Military  Academy.  .1038.  . (66) July  18 

Melodrama.  A youngster  in  a military  school 
overcomes  the  fact  he  is  the  son  of  a gangster. 
Tommy  Kelly,  Jackie  Searl,  David  Holt.  Direc- 
tor: D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Nobody's  Children.  .2030.  . (65)  Oct.  17 

Drama.  A crippled  orphan  is  adopted  by  a 
girl  who  herself  once  was  so  afflicted,  and  has 
her  cured.  Edith  Fellows.  Billy  Lee,  Lois  Wil- 
son. Director:  Charles  Barton. 


Prairie  Schooners.  .2209.  . (59) Sept.  30 

Western.  A greedy  money-lender  is  foiled  when 
he  sets  Indians  on  the  trail  of  the  farmers  who 
forsake  his  land.  Bill  Elliott,  Evelyn  Young, 
Kenneth  Harlan.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

Secret  Seven,  The.  . 1039.  . (62) Aug.  15 

Melodrama.  Scientists  convince  a police  chief, 
through  his  daughter,  to  use  their  methods  in 
tracking  down  crime.  Florence  Rice,  Bruce 
Bennett,  Barton  MacLane.  Director;  James 
Moore. 

So  You  Won't  Talk.  .2018.  . (67) Oct.  3 

Comedy  Drama.  A mild  book  reviewer  finds  he 
is  a double  for  a vicious  killer.  Joe  E.  Brown, 
Frances  Robinson.  Vivienne  Osborne.  Director: 
Edward  Sedgwick. 

West  of  Abilene.  .2202.  . (56) Oct.  21 

Western.  The  price  of  land  is  liiked  by  gun- 
men-bolstered  racketeers,  but  the  settlers  soon 
round  up  the  culprits.  Charles  Starrett,  Mar- 
jorie Cooley.  Director:  Ralph  Ceder. 

First  National 

OAII  This,  and  Heaven  Too.  .454.  . (143)  ..  .July  13 
Drama.  A spiritual  love  is  victimized  by  jealousy 
but  is  not  overcome  even  by  death.  Bette  Davis, 
Charles  Boj^er.  Director:  Anatole  Litvak. 

Father  Is  a Prince.  .559 ..  (59) Oct.  12 

Comedy.  A crabbing  father  who  drives  away 
his  daughter’s  suitor,  reforms  when  his  wife  is 
taken  ill,  and  his  daughter  becomes  reunited 
with  her  beau.  Grant  Mitchell,  Nana  Bryant, 
Jane  Clayton.  Director:  Noel  Smith. 

l.adies  Must  Live.  .474.  . (58) July  27 

Comedy-Romance.  A newly  rich  country  lad 
falls  for  a night  club  singer  who  proves  to  be 
no  gold  digger  as  the  country  boy’s  friend  at 
first  suspected.  Wayne  Morris,  Rosemary  Lane. 
Director;  Noel  Smith. 

Man  Who  Talked  Too  Much  . . 467 . . (75) July  6 

Drama.  A criminal  lawyer  gains  a confession 
from  a crook  which  saves  his  brother  from  a 
murder  charge.  George  Brent,  Virginia  Bruce. 
Director:  Vincent  Sherman. 

No  Time  for  Comedy.  .554.  . (92) Sept.  14 

Comedy.  A w^riter  of  successfial  Broadway  com- 
edies is  persuaded  by  a millionaire’s  wife  to 
write  a play  with  a message  for  the  world.  It 
flops,  and  he  returns  to  his  wife,  who  stars  in 
his  comedies.  James  Stewart,  Rosalind  Russell, 


Genevieve  Tobin,  Charlie  Ruggles.  Director: 
William  Keighley. 

They  Drive  by  Night . .460.  . (93) Aug.  3 


Melodrama.  Lives,  loves  and  adventures  of  truck 
drivers.  George  Raft,  Ann  Sheridan.  Ida  Lu- 
pino.  Director:  Raoul  Walsh. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Andy  Hardy  MeeLs  Debutante .. 43 ..  (87) Jul.v  5 

Comedy.  Andy  manages  to  get  his  picture  taken 
with  a debutante  after  he  had  told  his  friends 
they  were  in  love.  Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone. 
Judy  Garland.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

(^Bittersweet.  .110.  .(94)  Nov.  8 

Musical  Drama.  The  penniless  music  teacher 
with  whom  a singer  eloped  is  killed  in  a duel 
but  she  finds  solace  in  producing  the  operetta 
he  wrote  to  star  her.  Jeanette  MacDonald.  Nel- 
son Eddy.  George  Sanders.  Director:  W.  S. 
Van  Dyke  II. 

Boom  Town.  .48.  . (116) Aiig.  30 

Drama.  Lives,  loves  and  fights  of  oil  men. 
Clark  Gable.  Spencer  Tracy,  Claudette  Colbert. 
Hody  Lamarr.  Director : . Jack  Conway. 

Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home . . 101 . . (78) Sept.  6 

Drama.  The  need  for  .socialized  medicine  is 
lironght  to  the  fore  in  this  one.  Lew  Ayres. 
T-ionel  Barrymore.  r>irecto!-:  Harold  S.  Bufquet. 

Diilcy.  .106.  . (64)  . .Got.  4 

Comedy.  Addicted  to  straightening  out  the  af- 
fairs of  others,  the  daughter  of  a wealthy  fam- 
ily discovers  an  inventor  and  finally  gets  him 
the  right  kind  of  backing.  Ann  Sothern.  Ian 
Hunter,  Roland  Young,  Billie  Burke.  Director: 
S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

FsoaiK*.  .108.  . (105)  Nov.  1 

Drama.  A German  countess  helps  an  American 
friend  rescue  his  mother  from  a Nazi  prison. 
Norma  Shearer.  Robert  Taylor,  Conrad  Veldt, 
Nazimova.  Felix  Bressart,  Albert  Bassc*rman. 
Director:  Mervyn  LeRoy. 


Gallant  Sons  . (70)  Nov.  15 

Drama.  Schoolboy  chums  rally  to  defend  the 
father  of  one  of  them  from  a false  murder 
charge.  Jackie  Cooper,  Gene  Reynolds,  Bonita 
Granville.  Director:  George  Seitz. 

Gold  Rush  Maisie.  .47.  . (82)  July  26 

Comedy  Drama.  The  wise-cracking,  soft-hearted 
showgirl  finds  land  for  a family  of  migrant 


crop-pickers  after  participating  in  a gold  strike 
thet  doesn’t  pan  out.  Ann  Sothern,  Lee  Bow- 
man, Virginia  Weidler.  Director:  Edwin  L. 
Marin. 

Golden  Fleecing,  The.  .49.  . (69)  Aug.  16 


Comedy.  An  insurance  man  finds  his  biggest 
account  has  a price  on  his  head,  and  to  keep 
bis  job,  must  protect  him.  Lew  Ayres.  Rita 
.Tohnson,  Lloyd  Nolan.  Director:  Leslie  Fenton. 

Haunted  Honeymoon ..  104 . . (82)  Sept.  20 

Mystery  Comedy.  An  amateur  detective  who 
has  promised  his  bride  to  quit  sleuthing,  is 
forced  to  a man-hunt  when  the  owner  of  the 
house  he  has  moved  into  is  found  murdered. 
Robert  Montgomery,  Constance  Cummings.  Di- 
rector: Arthur  B.  Woods. 

Hullabaloo.  .109.  .(77)  . Get.  25 

Comedy  with  Music.  A vaurlevillian’s  efforts  to 
land  a job  on  the  air.  while  fleeing  three  di- 
vorced wives  seeking  back  alimony.  Frank 
Morgan.  Virginia  Grey,  Dan  Dailey  jr.  Director: 
Edward  L.  Marin. 

I Love  You  Again . .50.  . (99)  Aug.  9 

Comedy  Drama.  A blow  on  the  head  changes  a 
leading  citizen  into  the  confidence  man  he  once 
was,  but  his  wife,  who  was  about  to  divorce 
him,  now  finds  him  fascinating.  William  Powell, 
Myrna  Loy,  Frank  McHugh.  Director:  W,  S. 
Van  Dyke  IT. 

^ ' Pride  and  Prejudice.  .46.  .(118) Aug.  2 

Costume  Comedy.  The  connivances  of  a mother 
to  get  her  five  daughters  married  off.  Greer 
Garson,  Laurence  Olivier.  Mary  Boland,  Maureen 
O’Sullivan,  Edna  May  Oliver.  Director:  Robert  Z. 
Leonard. 

Sky  Murder.  . 105  - - (72)  Sept.  27 

Melodrama.  Nick  Carter  takes  on  an  entire 
fifth  column,  with  the  “columnists”  finishing 
second.  W^alter  Pidgeon,  Donald  Meek,  Karen 
Verne.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 


Sp<»rting  Blood.  .44.  .(80)  July  12 

T'>rama.  Love  and  a horse  race  dissolve  a feud 
between  two  families.  Robert  Young,  Maureen 
O’.Sullivan.  T'>irector:  S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

Strike  Up  the  Band  . . 103  . . (115) Sept.  27 

Musical  Drama.  High  school  musicians  raise 


funds  to  enter  a band  contest,  but  turn  over  the 
treasury  to  one  of  the  band  who  needs  it  for 
medical  care.  Mickey  Rooney.  Judy  Garland, 
June  Preisser,  Paul  Whiteman.  Director:  Busby 
Berkeley. 

Third  Finger,  Left  Hand . . 107 . . (92) Get.  11 

Comedy.  A woman  editor  poses  as  married;  an 
artist  discovers  the  setup  and  poses  as  her  hus- 
band. She  then  insists  upon  marrying  him  to 
divorce  him,  but  falls  in  love.  Myrna  Loy, 
Melvyn  Douglas.  Director:  Robert  Z.  Leonard. 

AVe  AA"ho  Are  Young.  .45..  .,(79)  ..  (A) Jul.v  19 

Drama.  Struggles  of  a young  couple,  whose  mar- 
riage discovered,  costs  the  girl  her  job.  Lana 
Turner.  John  Shelton.  Director:  Harold  S. 
Bucquet. 

AVyoining.  .102.  . (85)  . . .Sept.  13 

Western.  A tobacco-chawin’  Robin  Hood  of  the 
plains  and  his  adventures  among  cowboys, 
Indians,  bandits,  stage-coach  stickups,  rustlers 
and  soldiers.  Wallace  Beery,  Leo  Carrillo,  Ann 
Rutherford.  Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 

Monogram 

Ai>e,  The.  .4001.  . (62)  Sept.  30 

Melodrama.  A serum  for  paralysis  works  at  the 
moment  when  his  girl  patient  sees  the  doctor 
shot  because  mistaken  for  an  ape  in  whose  skin 
he  was  disguised  while  seeking  more  liquid  for 
the  cure.  Boris  Karloff,  Gertrude  Hoffman. 
Director:  William  Nigh. 

Arizona  Frontier.  .3958.  . (55) Aug.  19 

AA^estern.  The  adopted  son  of  an  Indian  chief 
returns  to  the  prairies  to  aid  in  the  solution 
of  a series  of  crimes.  Tex  Ritter.  Director: 
A1  Herman. 
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Boys  of  the  City . .4020.  . (63) ..July  15 

Melodrama.  Headed  for  camp,  the  East  Side 
Kids,  take  refuge  in  a haunted  chateau  during  a 
storm  and  find  there  a murdered  man  and  a 
girl,  bound  and  gagged.  They  postpone  vacation 
to  solve  the  mystery.  Bobby  Jordan,  Leo  Gorcey, 
Dave  O’Brien.  Director:  Joe  Lewis. 

Chamber  of  Horrors.  .3909.  . (A) . .,(83) Aug.l2 

Melodrama.  A detective  helps  an  heiress  locate 
the  fortune  left  her  after  tracking  down  the 
criminals  who  would  block  her.  Leslie  Banks, 
Lilli  Palmer.  Director:  Norman  Lee. 

Doomed  to  Die.  .3908.  . (67)  Aug.  5 

Mystery-Melodrama.  Several  other  murders  im- 
pel the  sleuth  to  release  his  original  suspect  and 
round  up  the  guilty  ones.  Boris  Karioff,  Grant 
Withers,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Director:  William 
Nigh. 

Drums  of  the  Desert.  .4022.  . (64) Oct.  7 

Melodrama.  Life,  love  and  adventure  in  the  For- 
eign Legion,  with  a modern  note  in  the  use  of 
parachutes  by  native  troops.  Ralph  Byrd, 
Lorna  Gray,  Mantan  Moreland.  Director:  George 
Waggner. 

Golden  Trail,  The.  .3956.  . (52)  July  3 

Western.  A gang  that  kills  miners  as  they  strike 
pay  dirt,  is  tracked  down.  Tex  Ritter.  Direc- 
tor: A1  Herman. 

Haunted  House.  .3910.  . (68) ..July  17 

Murder  Mystery.  An  office  boy  in  a small  town 
newspaper  office  proves  the  innocence  of  his 
friend,  charged  with  murder.  Jackie  Moran 
Marcia  Mae  Jones,  Christian  Rub.  Director:  Bob 
McGowan. 

Laughing  at  Danger.  .39L3.  . (62)  Aug,  12 

Mystery  Drama.  Three  murders  in  a beauty 
parlor  set  a page-boy  and  general  handyman 
on  the  trail  to  capture  a gang  of  blackmailers. 
Frankie  Darro,  Manton  Moreland.  Director: 
Howard  Bretherton. 

Ol*  Swimmin’  Hole..  (75) Oct.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  A grandmother  fails  to  pull 
aw^ay  a youngster  from  his  widowed  mother, 
who  meanwhile  stands  a chance  to  marry  a 
doctor,  who  has  taken  a fancy  to  the  kid.  Jack 
Moran,  Marcia  Mae  Jones.  Director:  Robert  Mc- 
Gowan. 

Orphans  of  the  North  . . 4024 ..  (57)  July  29 

Melodrama.  Adventures  in  the  far  north  where 
at  times  nature’s  harshness  makes  man  and 
beast  friends  in  their  own  interest.  Bob  Web- 
ster, Mary  Joyce.  Ann  Henning. 

Phantom  of  Chinatomi.  . ( . . ) Nov.  18 

Mystery.  An  explorer  is  poisoned  at  a lecture 
which  crime  is  solved  ■when  it  is  discovered  he 
possessed  a scroll  telling  of  large  oil  deposits 
which  one  of  his  company  desired.  Keye  Luke, 
Lotus  Long,  Grant  Withers.  Director:  Phil  Rosen. 

Queen  of  the  Yukon.  .3903.  . (63) Aug.  26 

Melodrama.  Charles  Bickford.  Irene  Rich. 
Gambling-boat  queen  is  instrumental  in  saving 
the  claims  of  the  miners  from  a claim-jumping 
company,  and  at  the  same  time  finds  romance 
for  her  daughter  and  herself.  Director:  Phil 
Rosen. 

Rainbow  Over  the  Range ..  3957 . . (59) July  29 

Western.  A gang  of  horse  thieves  who  also  con- 
trol town  politics  are  cleaned  up.  Tex  Ritter, 
Dorothy  Fay.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Range  Busters.  . (55)  Aug.  12 

Western.  Bad  men  trying  to  get  the  heroine’s 
ranch  are  foiled  by  the  Range  Busters.  John 
King,  Ray  Corrigan.  Luana  Walters.  Director; 
Roy  Luby. 

Take  Me  Back  to  Oklahoma  ..(.. ) Nov.  11 

Western.  Stagecoach  wreckers  frame  the  ones 
tracking  them  down,  but  are  saved  by  one  of 
the  gang  who  had  been  befriended.  Tex  Ritter. 
Slim  Andrews.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

That  Gang  of  Mine.  .4021.  . (62) Sept.  23 

Drama.  The  gang  help  one  of  their  number  to 
become  a jockey  by  training  a thoroughbred 
belonging  to  a darky.  The  jockey,  however, 
turns  yellow  and  loses  the  race,  but  later  lets 
another  ride  the  nag  to  victory.  Bobby  Jordan. 
Leo  Gorcey,  Clarence  Muse.  Director:  Joseph 
Lewis. 

Trailing  Double  Trouble.  . (58) Oct.  7 

Western.  The  Range  Busters  foil  a villain  by 
hiding  the  infant  heir  to  lands  until  justice  is 
established.  Corrigan,  King  and  Terhune.  Di- 
rector: S.  Roy  Luby. 

Up  in  the  Air.  . 3914 ..  (61) Sept.  9 

Comedy  Mystery.  The  murder  of  a station’s 
star-singer  as  she  stands  before  the  microphone 
is  solved  by  a page  boy.  Frankie  Darro,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds.  Director:  Howard  Bretherton. 

HTio  Is  Guilty?.  . (73) Sept.  2 

Mystery  Drama,  Three  are  suspected  of  the 
murder  in  London  of  an  Italian  count  until  the 
real  killer  talks.  Ben  Lyon,  Syd  Walker.  Di- 
rector: Fred  Zelnik. 


Paramount 

Arise,  My  Love.  .4009.  . (113) Nov.  8 

Comedy  Drama.  The  adventures  of  a feminine 
newspaper  correspondent  and  her  flying  love. 
Claudette  Colbert,  Ray  Milland.  Director: 
Mitchell  Leisen. 

Cherokee  Strip.  .4005.  . (84)  Oct.  18 

Western.  The  story  of  a family  feud  against  a 
rugged  outdoor  background.  Richard  Dix,  Flor- 
ence Rice,  Victor  Jory.  Director:  Lesley  Selan- 
der. 

Christmas  in  July.  .4007.  . (70) Oct.  26 

Comedy  Drama.  An  ordinary  clerk  becomes  a 
forceful  personality  when  practical  jokers  tell 
him  he  has  won  a huge  slogan  contest  prize. 
Dick  Powell.  Ellen  Drew.  Director:  Preston 
Sturges. 

Cornin’  Round  the  Mountain.  .3944.  . (62) . . .Aug.  16 
Comedy.  A string  of  situations  based  on  the 
idea  mountain  folk  hate  to  wear  shoes  and 
would  rather  go  a-feudin’  than  eat.  Bob  Burns, 
Una  Merkel.  Jerry  Colonna.  Director:  George 
Archainbaud. 

Dancing  on  a Dime.  . 1267 ..  (72) Nov.  1 

Drama  with  Music.  Through  a ruse,  jobless 
troupers  produce  their  o'^m  show  which  proves 
a hit.  Robert  Paige,  Grace  McDonald,  Peter 
Hayes.  Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Golden  Gloves.  .3942.  . (67) Aug.  2 

Melodrama.  A reporter  and  a promising  amateur 
expose  the  operation  of  a crooked  boxing  arena. 
Richard  Denning,  Jean  Cagney,  Robert  Paige. 
Director:  Edward  Dmytryk. 

Great  IMcGinty,  The.  .3945.  . (82)  Aug.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  A political  boss,  on  a whim, 
boosts  a bum  to  a state  governorship,  and  with 
even  greater  speed  topples  him  back  into  the 
hobo  ranks,  where  he  himself  is  compelled  to 
follow.  Brian  Donlevy,  Akim  Tamiroff,  Muriel 
Angelas.  Director:  Preston  Sturges. 

I Want  a Divorce.  .4902-A.  . (97) Sept.  20 

Drama.  A young  lawyer,  against  his  wife’s 
wishes,  goes  in  for  the  divorce  trade,  realizing 
his  mistake  when  his  wife’s  sister  commits  sui- 
cide when  her  ex-husband  remarries.  Dick 
Powell.  Joan  Blondell.  Gloria  Dickson,  Conrad 
Nagel,  Director:  Frank  Butler, 

Moon  Over  Burma.  ,4006. . (74) Oct.  18 

Drama.  A dance  hall  girl,  brought  by  a jungle 
lumberman  to  his  camp,  helps  save  the  forest 
property  from  an  unscrupulous  competitor, 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Robert  Preston.  Preston  Fos- 
ter. Albert  Basserman.  Director:  Louis  King. 

Mystery  Sea  Raider.  .3943.  . (75) Aug.  9 

Melodrama.  A boat  seized  by  foreign  agents, 
posing  as  export  businessmen,  and  used  as  a 
supply  ship  for  raiders,  is  regained  by  the 
captured  crew.  Henry  Wilcoxon,  Carole  Landis, 
On.slow  Stevens.  Director:  Edward  Dmytryk. 

Quarterback,  The.  .1004.  . (69)  Oct.  4 

Comedy  Drama.  Twins  at  college.  One  a serious 
bookworm,  the  other  a wizard  with  the  pig- 
skin. Wayne  Morris,  Virginia  Dale.  Director: 
H.  Bruce  Humberstone. 

Rangers  of  Fortune.  .4003.  . (90) Sept.  27 

Western.  A trio  of  soft-hearted,  hard-shelled 
adventurers  clean  out  villainy  from  a frontier 
town  of  the  wild  west.  Fred  MacMurray,  Gil- 
bert Roland,  Albert  Dekker,  Betty  Brewer.  Di- 
rector: Sam  Wood. 


Rhj’lhm  on  the  River.  .4001.  . (96) Sept.  6 

('omedy  with  Music.  Ghost-writing  in  the  field 
of  music.  Bing  Crosby.  Mary  Martin,  Basil 
Pathi-*one.  Oscar  Levant.  Director:  Victor 
Schertzinger. 

Stagecoach  War.  .3959.  . (61)  . . . .July  12 


Western.  A battle  between  two  stagecoach  lines 
for  the  Wells-Fargo  franchise  occupies  Hoppy 
and  his  pals.  Bill  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden.  Di- 
rector: Lesley  Selander. 

Three  Men  From  Texas.  .40.50.  . (70) Nov.  15 

Western.  Hopalong  and  his  pals  leave  the  Texas 
Rangers  to  clean  up  a California  town  of  the 
long  ago.  William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden,  Andy 
Clyde.  Director:  Lesley  Selander. 

0Untamed.  .3941.  . (83)  July  26 

Melodrama.  A society  doctor  who  flees  to  the 
far  north  to  sober  up  falls  in  love  with  the 
wife  of  a woodsman.  Ray  Milland,  Patricia 
Morison.  Akim  Tamiroff.  Director:  George 
Archainbaud. 

Way  of  All  Flesh  ..  .3940 ..  (82) July  5 

Melodrama.  Tears  after  a man  has  forsaken  his 
family  to  saye  them  humiliation,  he  returns  to 
find  them  happy,  and  he  leaves,  without  dis- 
closing himselL  Akim  Tamiroff,  Gladys  George. 
Director:  I>ouis  King. 

AVorld  in  Flames..  (64) Oct.  25 

Documentary.  The  last  two  decades  of  history  as 
revealed  by  newsreel  clips.  Edited  by  Albert  J. 
Richard. 


Producers  Releasing  Corp, 

Frontier  Crusader.  . (62)  P-K-C 

Western.  A fellow  handy  with  gun  and  fists 
cleans  up  a town.  Tim  McCoy.  6-40 


Republic 

Carolina  Moon.  .944,  . (65) July  15 

Western.  A cowboy  saves  several  southern  plan- 
tation owners  from  losing  their  homes.  Gene 


Autry,  Smiley  Burnette.  Director:  Prank  Mc- 
Donald. 

Carson  City  Kid.  .955.  . (57)  July  17 

Western.  Posing  as  a desperado,  the  hero  tracks 
down  the  murderer  of  his  brother.  Roy  Rogers, 
Bob  Steele.  Joe  Kane  directed. 

Colorado.  .051. . (57)  Sept.  15 


Western.  A Union  officer,  tracing  trouble  in 
the  west,  discovers  his  brother  responsible  for 
Indian  uprisings,  robberies  and  other  dirty  work. 
Roy  Rogers,  Pauline  Moore.  Director:  Joseph 
Kane. 

Earl  of  Puddlestone,  The . . 924 . . (67) Sept.  6 

Comedy  Drama.  Complications  follow  the  “ar- 
ranged” inheritance  of  an  English  earldom,  when 
royalty  pays  a visit.  The  Gleasons.  Director: 
A1  Wilson. 

Friendly  Neighbors.  .007.  . (69)  Nov.  7 

Comedy.  Their  pals  set  to  work  painting  and 
cleaning  up  a ghost  town,  make  it  appear  pros- 
perous and  enable  the  Weavers  to  obtain  funds 
for  a levee  which  secures  the  town.  Director: 
Nick  Grinde. 

Frontier  Vengeance.  .072.  . (56)  Oct.  10 

Western.  A cowboy  helps  his  friend  win  a 
stagecoach  contract  over  some  cut-throats  when 
he  wins  the  necessary  race.  Don  Barry,  Betty 
Moran.  Director:  Nate  Watt. 

Girl  From  God's  Country . .904 ..  (71) July  30 

Melodrama.  Law  and  romance  overtake  a doc- 
tor who.  as  the  ministering  friend  of  settlers 
and  natives,  had  found  sanctuary  from  an  un- 
just murder  indictment  in  the  far  north.  Ches- 
ter Morris.  Jany  Wyatt,  Charles  Bickford.  Di- 
rector: Sidney  Salkow. 

Girl  From  Havana.  .017. . (69) Sept.  11 

Melodrama.  Two  scrapping,  globe-trotting  oil 
men  and  a night  club  singer  get  mixed  in  Latin- 
American  politics.  Dennis  O’Keefe,  Claire  Carle- 
ton,  Victor  Jory,  Steffi  Duna.  Director:  Lew 
Landers. 

Hit  Parade  of  1941.  .001.  . (86) Oct.  15 

Musical  Comedy.  A radio  sponsor  insists  her 
niece  sing,  A dead  mike  solves  that  problem 
while  able  singers  carry  on.  When  the  hoax  is 
discovered  the  sponsor,  pleased  by  business,  no 
longer  cares.  Kenny  Baker,  Frances  Langford, 
Hugh  Herbert,  Mary  Boland.  Director:  John 
Auer. 

Melody  and  Moonlight.  .005.  . (72) Oct.  11 

Musical  Comedy.  A rich  debutante,  anxious  for 
a career  as  an  entertainer,  poses  as  a dime-a- 
dance  girl,  and  teams  with  a hoofer,  both  achiev- 
ing success.  Johnny  Downs,  Vera  Vague,  Jerry 
Colonna.  Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Melody  Ranch . . 041 ..(..)  Nov.  15 

Western.  A returning  cowboy,  the  guest  of  honor 
in  his  home  town,  is  made  honorary  sheriff,  but 
is  beaten  by  gangsters,  which  causes  him  to 
run  for  sheriff  and  clean  up  the  gang.  Gene 
Autry,  Ann  Miller,  Jimmy  Durante.  Director: 
Joseph  Santley. 

ni  'nbonm  Renegades.  .069.  . (57) Aug.  29 

Western.  Disabled  veterans  homesteading  a 
valley,  find  opposition  from  the  cattlemen. 
Three  Mesquiteers.  Director:  Nate  Watt. 

Ranger  and  the  Lady . . 956 . . (59) July  30 

Western.  A ranger  fights  racketeers  who  toll 
wagon  trains  on  the  Santa  Fe  trail.  Roy  Rogers, 
George  Hayes,  Jacqueline  Wells.  Director: 
Joseph  Kane. 

Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride.  .543.  . (65) Sept.  6 

Western.  The  heir  to  a packing  plant  foils  the 
opposition’s  combination  scheme  that  would  leave 
a number  of  employes  out.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley 
Burnette.  Director:  Frank  McDonald. 

Seatterbrain.  .909.  . (72)  July  20 

Comedy,  A hillbilly  songstress,  signed  up  for  a 
film  by  mistake,  proves  a sensation.  Judy  Ca- 
nova,  Alan  Mowbray.  Director:  Gus  Meins. 

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot.  .910.  . (70) Aug.  10 

Musical  Comedy.  A theatrical  agent’s  partner 
walks  out  with  the  funds  realized  in  a charity 
show,  leaving  his  partner  to  carry  on.  Ruth 
Terry.  Johnny  Downs,  Billy  Gilbert.  Director: 
Lew  Landers. 

Three  Faces  West . . 903 . . (81) July  3 

Drama.  An  Austrian  surgeon  and  his  daughters 
aid  midwestern  farmers  in  their  fight  against 
dust  and  drought.  Charles  Coburn.  John  Wayne, 
Sigrid  Gurie.  Director:  Bernard  Vorhaus. 
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Trail  Blazers.  .063. . (58)  Nov.  11 

Western.  The  connection  of  two  army  posts  by 
telegraph  makes  possible  the  cleaning  up  of  a 
band  of  outlaws  and  their  “respectable”  behind 
the  scenes  man.  Robert  Livingston,  Bob  Steele, 
Rufe  Davis.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

TuJsa  Kid,  The  . .071. . (67)  Aug.  16 

Western.  An  orphan  and  his  foster  father 
come  to  grips  with  guns  when  the  latter  is 
found  in  league  with  crooks  swindling  the 
ranchholders.  Don  Barry,  Noah  Beery,  Luana 
'"‘Iters.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Under  Texas  Sides..  (57) Sept.  30 

Western.  A son  tracks  down  the  man  who  killed 
his  father,  after  at  first  hunting  the  wrong  man. 
Robert  Livingston,  Bob  Steele,  Rufe  Davis.  Di- 
rector: George  Sherman. 

Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?.  .006.  . (69) Nov.  1 

Mystery  Comedy.  Aunt  Maggie  is  strangled  on 
a stormy  night  while  hunting  a secret  room 
containing  gems.  All  the  relatives  are  gathered 
in  the  house  at  the  time.  John  Hubbard, 


Wendy  Barrie,  Edgar  Kennedy.  Director:  Arthur 
Lubin. 

Young  Bill  Hickok.  .053.  . (59) Oct.  21 

Western.  An  undercover  intelligence  officer 
manages  to  corral  the  leader  of  an  1865  version 
of  the  Fifth  Column.  Roy  Rogers,  “Gabby" 
Hayes.  Director:  Joseph  Kane. 


RKO  Radio 

Cross  Country  Romance.  .039.  . (66) July  12 

Comedy-Drama.  A spoiled  runaway  heiress  hides 
in  the  trailer  of  a doctor  headed  for  China,  and 
they  fall  in  love.  Gene  Raymond,  Wendy  Bar- 


rie. Director:  Frank  Woodruff. 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance.  .046.  . (87) Aug.  30 

Comedy-Romance  with  Music.  Two  girls 


are  rivals  to  have  their  names  in  lights  and 
both  are  after  the  same  man.  Maureen  O’Hara. 
Lucille  Ball,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Maria  Ouspen- 
skaya.  Director:  Dorothy  Arzner. 

Dr.  Christian  Meets  the  Women.  .036.  . (65)  . .July  5 
Comedy  Drama.  Dr.  Christian  works  to  restore 
health  to  the  city’s  women  who  flocked  to  a 
quack  diet  specialist.  Jean  Hersholt,  Dorothy 
Lovett,  Rod  La  Rocque.  Director:  William  Mc- 
Gann. 

Dreaming  Out  Loud.  .102.  . (71) Sept.  13 

Comedy  Drama.  Joint  proprietors  of  a small- 
town general  store  also  manage  the  commun- 
ity’s affairs.  Lum  'n’  Ahner,  Frances  Langford. 
Director:  Harold  Young. 

I’m  Still  Alive.  .103.  .(70) Sept.  27 

Drama.  A Hollywood  star  in  pursuit  of  her 
stunt-man  husband,  who  in  turn  is  pursuing 
death.  Kent  Taylor,  Linda  Hayes.  Director: 
Irving  Reis. 

Laddie.  .107.  . (69)  Oct.  18 

Melodrama.  A young  farmer  falls  in  love  with  a 
girl  arrived  from  England,  but  whose  father 
disapproves  of  those  in  the  working  class.  Tim 
Holt,  Virginia  Gilmore.  Director:  Jack  Hively. 

Li’I  Abner.  .109.  . (73)  Nov.  1 

Comedy.  Abner  does  his  best  to  avoid  romantic 
entanglements  and  escapes  Daisy  Mae  on  Sadie 
Hawkins  Day.  All  the  hillbilly  characters  of 
the  comic  strip  are  here.  Granville  Owen,  Mar- 
tha O’Driscoll.  Director:  A1  Rogell. 

l..ucky  Partners.  .038.  . (102)  Aug.  23 

Comedy.  An  artist  meets  a girl  with  whom  he 
shares  a sweepstakes  ticket;  they  win  and 
depart  on  an  “impersonal"  but  unconventional 
“honeymoon."  Ronald  Colman.  Ginger  Rogers. 
.Tack  Carson.  Director:  Lewis  Milestone. 

Men  Against  the  Sky.  .101.  . (74) Sept.  6 

Melodrama.  Behind-the-fence  activities  in  a 
modern  airplane  factory.  Richard  Dix,  Kent 
Taylor,  Edmund  Lowe.  Director:  Leslie  Good- 
wins. 

Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West . . Ill . . (76) Nov.  8 

Comedy.  For  business  reasons  Leon  Errol  mas- 
querades as  Lord  Epping  while  at  Reno  dis- 
suading his  junior  partner’s  wife  from  getting 
a divorce.  The  real  Lord  Epping's  arrival  com- 
plicates matters.  Leon  Errol,  Lupe  Velez.  Direc- 
tor: Leslie  Goodwins. 

Millionaires  in  Prison.  .037.  . (63)- July  26 

Comedy  Drama.  A research  doctor,  in  for  man- 
slaughter, works  with  the  prison  doctor  to  dis- 
cover a cure  for  a rare  fever.  Lee  Tracy,  Linda 
Hayes.  Director:  Ray  McCarey. 

One  Crowded  Night.  .042. . (66) Aug.  9 

Melodrama.  An  escaped  convict-husband  hides 
in  the  desert  auto  court  of  his  wife’s  family  and 
gunplay  follows  until  matters  are  straightened. 
Billie  Seward,  Paul  Guilfoyle.  Director:  Irving 
Reis. 

0Queen  of  Destiny.  .061.  . (95) Aug,  2 

Drama.  The  reign  of  Queen  Victoria.  Anna 
Neagle,  Anton  Walbrook.  Director:  Herbert 
Wilcox. 

Ramparts  We  Watch,  The . . 171 . . (87) Aug.  16 

Propaganda.  Some  of  the  best  World  War 


scenes  re-enacted,  presented  as  an  argument 
for  keeping  out  of  war.  No  cast  credits. 

Reiuedy  for  Riches.  . ( . .)  Nov.  15 

Drama.  A small  town’s  citizens  are  saved  from 
investing  their  savings  in  a “fake"  oil  proposi- 
tion. Jean  Hersholt,  Dorothy  Lovett.  Director: 
Erie  C.  Kenton. 

Stage  to  Chino .. 085 ..  (59) July  26 

Western.  A postal  inspector  discovers  that  a 
rival  stage  line  owner  is  behind  the  bandits 
that  victimize  other  lines.  George  O’Brien,  Vir- 
ginia Vale.  Director:  Edward  Killy. 

They  Knew  What  They  Wanted.  .104. . (90)  .Oct.  25 
Melodrama.  A grape  grower  has  his  foreman 
write  a proposal  for  him,  but  suffers  an  acci- 
dent on  his  wedding  night.  His  bride-to-be 
nurses  him,  but  when  he  is  well  confesses  she 
is  to  be  the  mother  of  the  foreman’s  child. 
She  leaves,  to  return  if  wanted.  Carole  Lom- 
bard, Charles  Laughton,  William  Gargan.  Di- 
rector: Garson  Kanin. 

Too  Many  Girls.  . 106 ..(.. ) Nov,  1 

Musical.  A mythical  college  in  a mythical  New 
Mexico  pueblo,  with  ten  coeds  to  every  boy,  is 
straining  to  the  goal  of  winning  a football  game. 
Lucille  Ball,  Desi  Arnaz,  Ann  Miller,  Richard 
Carlson.  Director:  George  Abbott. 

Triple  Justice.  .086.  . (66)  Sei>t.  20 

Western.  A cattleman  sees  a bank  robbery,  pur- 
sues the  bandits,  but  is  chased  by  the  sheriff, 
secret  leader  of  the  gang,  who  sees  a chance  to 
unload  the  crime  on  the  cattleman  and  arrests 
him.  He  escapes  and  rounds  up  the  culprits. 
George  O’Brien,  Virginia  Vale.  Director:  David 
Howard. 

Villain  Still  Pursued  Her,  The . . 105 . . (65) . . . . Oct.  4 
Burlesque-Comedy.  A villain  wants  the  hero’s 
property.  He  gets  him  to  drinking  and  almost 
breaks  up  the  home  but  along  comes  a philan- 
thropist and  saves  them  all.  Hugh  Herbert,  Alan 
Mowbray,  Anita  Louise,  Richard  Cromwell.  Di- 
rector: Edward  F.  Cline. 

Wagon  Train.  .181.  . (65)  Oct.  4 

Western.  Experiences  of  the  old-time  freighters 
who  were  the  lifeblood  of  the  colonists.  Tim 
Holt.  Director:  Edward  Killy. 

Wildcat  Bus.  .043. . (63)  Aug.  23 

Melodrama.  A bankrupt  playboy,  refused  a job 
witli  a bus  firm,  joins  crooks  who  operate 
against  the  firm.  In  the  nick  of  time  he  re- 
turns to  the  legal  way  of  doing  business.  Fay 
Wray,  Charles  Lang.  Director:  Frank  Wood- 
ruff. 


20th  Century-Fox 

Brigham  Young — Frontiersman.  .107.  . 

(114)  Sept.  27 

Historical  Drama.  The  almost  insurmountable 
obstacles  which  were  encountered  by  the  Mor- 
mons when  they  crossed  the  continent  to  make 
their  Utah  settlement.  Tyrone  Power,  Linda 
Darnell,  Dean  Jagger,  Brian  Donlevy.  Director: 
Henry  Hathaway. 

( ’ Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum.. 110 


(63)  Sept.  6 

Mystery-Melodrama.  Chan  traps  a dangerous 
k’ller  who  uses  a wax  museum  as  a hideout. 
Sidney  Toler.  Director:  Lynn  Shores. 

Down  Argentine  Way.  . 113-  . (94) Oct.  11 


Musical  Comedy.  An  Argentine  horse  fancier 
meets  a Manhattan  socialite  and  together  they 
overcome  his  father’s  grudge  against  her  family. 
Don  Ameche,  Betty  Grable,  Carmen  Miranda, 
Charlotte  Greenwood.  Director:  Irving  Cum- 
mings. 

Gay  Caballero,  The.  .108.  . (61) Oct.  4 

Western.  Supposedly,  the  Cisco  Kid  has  a free 
hand  in  his  efforts  to  save  an  Englishman  and 
his  pretty  daughter  from  a landowner  who 
wants  to  steal  their  land.  Cesar  Romero,  Chris- 
Pin  Martin,  Sheila  Ryan.  Director:  Otto  Brower. 

Girl  From  Avenue  A,  The  . . 104  . . (73) Aug.  9 

Comedy  Drama.  A waif  picked  up  by  an  author, 
leaves  when  she  discovers  his  book  ridicules  her, 
but  returns  when  the  author  and  his  family  re- 
veal they  love  the  child.  Jane  Withers,  Kent  Tay- 
lor. Director:  Otto  Brower. 

Great  Profile,  The.  .111.  . (82) Oct.  25 

Comedy.  In  which  Barrymore  burlesques  him- 
self and  the  Barrymore  romantic,  clowning  tra- 
dition. John  Barrymore,  Mary  Beth  Hughes, 
Gregory  Ratoff.  Director:  Walter  Lang. 

Manhattan  Heartbeat . .046.  . (71)  July  12 

Drama.  A woman  hater  and  a girl  who  thinks 
marriage  is  slavery  fall  in  love,  and  emerge 
through  quarrel  and  struggle,  happy.  Virginia 
Gilmore.  Robert  Sterling,  Joan  Davis.  Director: 
David  Burton. 

Man  I Married,  The.  .101..  ..(77) Aug.  2 

Drama.  An  American  wife,  married  to  a Nazi, 
learns  the  bitter  tragedy  of  the  German  phil- 


osophy. Joan  Bennett,  Francis  Lederer,  Marie 
Ouspenskaya.  Director:  Irving  Pichel. 

Mark  of  Zorro . . 117 . . (94) Nov.  8 

Adventure  Drama.  The  Spanish-California  fop 
by  day  becomes  the  terror  of  tyrants  by  night. 
Tyrone  Power,  Linda  Darnell,  Basil  Rathbone. 
Director:  Rouben  Mamoulian. 

^Maryland.  .050.  . (91)  July  19 

Drama.  An  enthusiastic  horsewoman  foreswears 
riding  when  her  husband  is  killed;  but  is  re- 
won when  her  son  rides  the  winner  in  the  big 
race.  Walter  Brennan,  Fay  Bainter,  Brenda 
Joyce.  Director:  Henry  King. 

Night  Train.  .114.  . (93)  Oct.  18 

Drama.  Nazi  agents  kidnap  a scientist  with 
a valuable  formula,  who  had  escaped  Germany. 
However,  his  daughter  and  her  English  friend 
effect  his  rescue.  Margaret  Lockwood,  Rex  Har- 
rison. 

Pier  13.  .106.  . (66)  Aug.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  A new  cop,  in  romantic  pur- 
suit of  a hash-slinger,  finds  her  sister  involved 
with  a big-time  crook,  which  in  due  tiine  he 
breaks  up.  Lynn  Bari,  Lloyd  Nolan,  Joan 
Valerie.  Director:  Eugene  Forde. 

Public  Deb  No.  1.. 105..  (79) Sept.  13 

Comedy.  The  heiress  to  soup  millions  adopts 
communism  as  a fad  and  her  exploits  almost 
bankrupt  the  company  before  she  is  brought  to 
her  senses.  George  Murphy,  Brenda  Joyce,  Ralph 


Bellamy,  Elsa  Maxwell,  Mischa  Auer.  Director: 
Gregory  Ratoff. 

Return  of  Frank  James.  .103.  . (92)  Aug.  16 

Melodrama.  Prank  sets  out  to  avenge  the 
murder  of  his  brother,  Jesse.  Henry  Fonda, 
Gene  Tierney,  Jackie  Cooper.  Director:  Fritz 
Lang. 

Street  of  Memories . . 102 . . ( 71 ) Nov.  15 


Melodrama.  An  amnesia  victim  becomes  a truck 
driver  and  falls  in  love.  A second  blow  on 
the  head  restores  him  to  the  recollection  he  is 
wealthy.  John  McGuire,  Lynne  Roberts,  Guy 
Kibbee.  Director:  Shepard  Traube. 

Yesterday’s  Heroes.  .116.  . (66)  Sept.  20 

Drama.  An  indictment  of  gridiron  commercial- 
ism under  which  students  sacrifice  scholastic 
careers  for  Alma  Mater.  Robert  Sterling,  Jean 
Rogers,  Russell  Gleason.  Director:  Robert  I. 
Leeds. 

\ ng  People.  .109. . (79)  Aug.  30 

Comedy  with  Music.  A troupe  of  vaudevillians 
learn  to  make  a go  of  it  on  a farm.  Shirley 
Temple,  Jack  Oakie,  Charlotte  Greenwood.  Di- 
rector: Allan  Dwan. 


United  Artists 

Captain  Caution  ..  (85)  Aug.  9 

Melodrama.  Slavers  who  come  into  control  of 
an  American  vessel  during  the  war  of  1812  are 
defeated  when  the  officers  break  through.  Vic- 
tor Mature,  Leo  Carrillo,  Bruce  Cabot,  Louise 
Platt.  Director:  Richard  Wallace. 

Foreign  Correspondent.  . ( . .)  Aug.  16 

Drama.  An  American  newspaper  man  tries  to 
get  the  lowdown  on  the  European  situation. 
Joel  McCrea,  Laralne  Day,  Herbert  Marshall. 
Director:  Alfred  Hitchcock. 

Kit  Carson..  (97)  Aug.  30 

Drama.  The  scout  who  leads  a wagon  train  of 
settlers  through  dangerous  Indian  country  to 
California,  then  has  to  fight  the  military  gov- 
ernor who  tries  to  dispose  of  the  Americans. 
Jon  Hall.  Lynn  Bari.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 


Pastor  Hall . . (94)  Sept.  13 

Documentary.  Based  on  the  life  of  Rev.  Mar- 
tin Niemoeller,  this  exposes  the  brutalities  of 
German  concentration  camps.  Nova  Pilbeam. 
Sir  Seymour  Hicks. 

Thief  of  Bagdad.  . (106) Sept.  27 


Fantasy.  The  Arabian  Nights  come  to  screen 
life.  The  flying  carpet  and  a host  of  fabulous 
people  and  events.  Sabu,  Conrad  Veidt.  Di- 
rector: Alexander  Korda. 

Westerner,  The.  . (94)  Sept.  20 

Western.  An  itinerant  cowboy  backs  the  losing 
homesteaders  in  Texas,  shortly  after  the  war  of 
the  states,  against  the  cattlemen.  Gary  Cooper, 
Walter  Brennan,  Doris  Davenport.  Director: 
William  Wyler. 


Universal 

A I.ittle  Bit  of  Heaven..  (86)  Oet.  11 

Comedy  Drama.  A singingr  child  star  quits  when 
her  family  starts  going  high-hat.  Gloria  Jean, 
Nan  Grey,  Robert  Stack.  Director:  Andrew 
Marton. 

Argentine  Nights.  ..501.'?.  . (72)  Sept.  6 

Musical  Comedy.  Night  life  antics  among  the 
Latin- Americans.  Ritz  Bros.,  Andrews  Sisters. 
Director:  AI  Rogell. 
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Black  Diainoruls.  .4057.  . (52)  July  19 

Melodrama.  Unsafe  mine  operation  is  brought 
to  an  end  when  a newspaperman’s  father  is  in- 
jured. Richard  Arlen.  Andy  Devine.  Director: 
Christy  Cabanne. 

Boys  From  Syracuse.  .4003.  . (72) Aug.  9 

Comedy.  Modern  day  modes  are  spoofed  by  their 
counterpart  in  classical  Greece.  Allan  Jones, 
Martha  Raye,  Joe  Penner,  Charles  Butterworth. 
Director:  Edward  Sutherland. 

Devil’s  Pii>eUue.  .5052.  . (66) Nov.  1 

Drama.  Two  engineers  break  up  a racket  in  the 
East  Indies  of  arresting  men  and  thereby  ob- 
taining free  labor  in  the  oil  fields.  Richard 
Arlen,  Andy  Devine,  Jeanne  Kelly.  Director: 
Christy  Cabanne. 

Diamond  Frontier.  .5019.  . (71)  Oct.  4 

Melodrama.  Diamond  thieves  frame  a doctor 
who  Is  sentenced  to  a penal  colony.  He  escapes 
and  revenges  himself  as  well  as  proving  his  in- 
nocence. Victor  McLaglen,  John  Loder,  Anne 
Nagel.  Director:  Harold  Schuster. 

Fugitive,  The.  .5046.  . (77)  Sept.  20 

Drama.  A barber  who  commits  robbery  and 
murder  is  hounded  by  his  conscience.  Ralph 
Richardson.  Diana  Wynyard.  Director:  Brian 
Desmond  Hurst. 

Hired  Wife.  .5006.  . (96)  Sept.  13 

Comedy.  A cement  manufacturer,  to  escape 
bankruptcy,  is  impelled  by  his  attorney  to  marry 
his  secretary,  putting  his  property  in  her  name, 
although  in  love  with  another  girl.  Rosalind 
Russell,  Brian  Aherne,  John  Carroll.  Robert 
Benchley.  Director:  William  Seiter. 

I’m  Nobody’.s  Sweetheart,  Now  . . 5036 . . (64) . . Nov.  1 
Comedy  Drama.  Resenting  their  parents  match- 
making a foursome  meet  at  a cafe  and  switch 
partners  regularly,  but  at  wedding  time  realize 
the  original  setup  is  right.  Helen  Parrish.  Den- 
nis O’Keefe.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin. 

Faw  and  Order.  .5062.  . (57)  . Oct.  18 

Western.  Two  pals  set  out  to  clean  up  a fron- 
tier town  by  forbidding  firearms.  The  desperado 
gang  defies  the  order  and  is  tracked  down,  dis- 
armed and  routed.  Johnny  Mack  Brown.  Fuzzy 


Knight.  Director:  Ray  Taylor. 

I.eather  Pushers.  .5051.  . (64)  Sept.  13 

Comedy  Drama.  A crooked  promoter  “raffles” 


off  a would-be  wrestling  manager  who  can  box. 
His  contract  is  w'on  by  a girl  and  needless  to 
say  he  comes  through.  Richard  Arlen.  Andy 
Devine,  Astrid  Allwyn.  Director:  John  Rawlins. 

Mummy’s  Hand,  The.  .5020.  . (67) Sept.  20 

Melodrama.  An  archeologist  finds  a rich  tomb 
and  also  a mummy,  kept  alive  for  .«3ome  3,000 
years,  w^ho  goes  on  a killing  rampage.  Dick 
Foran,  Peggy  Moran.  Wallace  Ford.  Eduardo 
Ciannelli.  Director:  Christy  Cabanne. 


One  Night  in  the  Tropics ..  (83) Nov.  15 

Musical.  An  insurance  salesman  falhs  in  love 
with  the  girl  whose  marriage  to  another  man 
has  been  insured  by  him.  Allan  Jones,  Nancy 
Kelly,  Robert  Cummings.  Director:  A.  Edward 
Sutherland. 

Pony  Post.  .5063.  .(.. ) Nov.  8 


Western.  At  a dangerous  Pony  Express  outpost 
a rider  discovers  murder  and  follow's  clues  to  a 
solution.  Johnny  Mack  Brown.  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Nell  O’Day.  Director:  Ray  Taylor. 

Kagtime  Cowboy  Joe . . 5061 . . (58) Sept.  20 

Western.  A rustling  investigator  is  accused  of 
killing  a rancher,  but  escapes  jail  when  a 
lynching  threatens,  and  gets  the  goods  on  the 
culprits.  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Director:  Sherman  Lowe. 

Sandy  Gets  Her  Man.  . ((>6) Nov.  8 

Comedy.  The  baby  is  allowed  to  make  the 
choice  of  a husband  for  her  mother  between  a 
policeman  and  a fireman.  Una  Merkel.  Sandy. 
Stuart  Erwin,  Directors:  Otis  Garrett.  Paul 
Gerard  Smith. 

vSeven  Sinners.  . (86) Oct.  25 

Drama,  A honky-tonk  siren  in  the  East  Indies 
gives  up  her  love  for  a naval  lieutenant  to  save 
his  career.  Marlene  Dietrich,  John  Wayne, 
Mischa  Auer.  Albert  Dekker.  Director:  Tay  Gar- 
nett. 

Slightly  Tempted  . .5024.  . (60)  Oct.  18 

Comedy.  A daughter  tries  to  keep  her  father 
from  former  cronies  when  he  is  released  from 
jail.  Her  boy  friend  helps  but  it  ends  up  by  the 
father,  through  his  machinations,  helping  them. 
Hugh  Herbert,  Peggy  Moran,  Johnny  Downs. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Son  of  Roaring  Dan.  .4064..  .,(60) July  26 

Western.  A man  discovers  the  killer  of  his 
father,  and  with  the  ranchers,  rounds  up  the 
gang  of  rustlers  the  murderer  leads.  Johnny 
Mack  Brown.  Director:  Ford  Beebe. 

South  to  Karanga.  .4039.  . (69) Aug.  2 

Melodrama.  An  assortment  of  tropical  types  and 
their  adventures,  climaxed  by  a native  attack 
upon  a train  and  mining  settlement  in  Africa. 
Charles  Bickford.  James  Craig,  Lull  Deste.  Di- 
rector: Harold  Shuster. 


Si)riiig  Parade  . .5001.  . (89)  Sept.  27 

Drama  with  Music.  As  the  inadvertent  guest  of 
a Viennese  baker,  Deanna  meets  a corporal,  and 
both,  discovering  their  interest  in  music,  write 
a waltz  that  is  a hit  at  the  emperor’s  ball. 


Deanna  Durbin,  Robert  Cummings.  Director, 
Henry  Koster. 

When  tile  Daltons  Rode.  .4006.  . (81) July  26 


Outdoor  Drama.  A semi-historical  action  yarn  of 
the  famous  bandits  of  the  last  century.  Ran- 
dolph Scott,  Kay  Francis,  Brian  Donlevy.  Di- 
rector: George  Marshall. 

You’re  Not  So  Tough.  .4023.  . (72) July  26 

Cometly-Melodrama.  The  kids  of  shanty-town  dis- 
cover law  and  justice  merit  a soft  spot  in  their 
hearts.  Billy  Halop,  Huntz  Hall,  Nan  Grey.  Di- 
rector: Joe  May. 

Warner  Bros, 

Aluays  a Bride..  (..)  Nov,  2 

Comedy  Drama.  A happy-go-lucky  playboy 
scares  off  a rival  from  marrying  the  girl  he 
wants,  and  makes  good  by  a fluke  election  to 
the  mayoralty.  Rosemary  Lane,  George  Reeves. 
Director:  Noel  Smith. 

Calling  All  Husbands.  .519.  . (58) Seiit.  7 

comedy  Drama.  A domineering  wife’s  role  is 
ended  when  husband  discovers  the  “ri<  h suitor” 
she  gave  up  is  panhandling.  Ernest  Truex, 
George  Tobias.  Lucile  Fairbanks.  Director: 
sliepard  Traube. 

City  for  Conquest.  .506.  . (104)  Sept,  21 

Drama.  Slum  dwellers — a fighter,  a dancer  and 
a mobster  are  driven  by  ambition  to  the  top, 
only  to  have  fate  tumble  them.  James  Cagney. 
Ann  Sheridan,  Frank  Craven.  Director:  Ana- 
tole  Litvak. 

Dispatch  From  Reuter’s.  . (89) Oct.  19 

Drama.  A treatise  on  the  formation  of  one 
of  the  world’s  greatest  news  services.  Edward 
G.  Robinson,  Edna  Best,  Eddie  Albert.  Director: 
William  Dieterle. 

Fast  of  the  River.  . (73) Nov.  9 

Melodrama.  The  hoodlum  brother  returns  to 
complicate  his  other  brother’s  romance,  but  re- 
grets being  a heel  and  straightens  matters  when 
he  escapes  a “rubout.”  John  Garfield,  Marjorie 
Rambeau,  Brenda  Marshall.  Director:  Alfred  E. 
Green. 

F'lowing  Gold  . . 412  . . (81)  Aug.  24 

Melodrama.  An  oilfields  worker,  escaping  from 
a murder  he  committed  in  self-defense,  stops 
an  oil  well  fire  to  save  co-workers,  though  do- 
ing so  reveals  him  to  the  police.  John  Gar- 
field. Frances  Farmer,  Pat  O’Brien.  Diiectoi-: 
.Ylfred  E.  Green. 

Kmite  Rockne — All  American.  .502.  . (98)  . . . .Oct,  5 
Biog.  Drama.  The  life  of  the  great  coach.  In 
it  are  the  Four  Horsemen,  the  Gipper,  the  for- 
ward pass,  and  other  highlights  from  football 
archives.  Pat  O’Brien.  Donald  Crisp,  Albert 
Basserrnan.  Gale  Page,  Ronald  Reagan.  Direc- 
tor: Lloyd  Bacon. 

Money  and  the  Woman .. 417 ..  (65) Aug.  17 

Melodrama.  A bank  teller’s  wife  prevails  upon 
a bank  executive  to  cover  up  the  thefts  of  her 
husband;  the  husband  then  obliges  by  robbing 
the  bank  again.  Jeffrey  Lynn.  Brenda  Mar- 
.snall.  Roger  Pryor.  Director:  William  K.  How- 
ard. 

River’s  End.  .414.  .(70)  Aug.  10 

Action  Drama.  A dying  mountie  Is  convinced  of 
the  innocence  of  the  man  he  captures,  and  the 
latter  resembling  the  mountie,  is  persuaded  to 
pose  as  such  and  track  down  the  real  criminal. 
Dennis  Morgan,  Elizabeth  Earl,  Victor  Jory.  Di- 
rector: Ray  Enright. 

Sea  Hawk,  The  . . 401 . . (125)  Aug.  31 

Melodrama.  England  on  the  seas  in  the  days 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  Spanish  Armada,  and 
patriot  buccaneers.  Errol  Flynn,  Brenda  Mar- 
r^iaude  Rains.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz. 

South  of  Suez.  . ( . . ) Nov.  16 

Drama.  A diamond  miner,  escaping  a frame- 
up  on  a murder  charge,  is  saved  from  being 
hanged  by  a weak  link  in  his  own  testimony. 
George  Brent.  George  Tobias.  Brenda  Marshall. 
Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  . (77) Oct.  26 

Comedy  Drama.  The  valiant  struggles  of  a 
woman  captain  of  a tuglioat  to  keep  afloat, 
literally  and  figuratively,  in  a toughly  competi- 
tive man’s  world.  Marjorie  Rambeau.  Alan 
Hale.  Jane  Wyman.  Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

State  Rights 

Captain  Moonlight ..  (58)  Atlas  Films 

Musical  Drama.  A girl  is  saved  from  marrying 
a card  sharp  when  the  hero  unmask.s  him  as  a 
bigamist.  John  Garrick.  Winifred  Shotter.  5-40 

Code  of  the  Cactus ..  (56) Victory 

Western.  A rustler  outbids  a cattleman  for  a 


government  contract  and  is  tracked  down.  Tim 
McCoy,  Ben  Corbett.  8-40 

Face  Behind  the  Scar,  The..  (71) Alliance 

Mystery  Drama.  An  innocent  fugitive  returns 
but  is  hounded  by  the  man  who  married  his 
fiancee.  Justice  ultimately  prevails.  Griffith 
Jones,  Rosalyn  Boulter.  4-40 

George  Washington  Carver..  (61) Bryant 

Negro  Semi-Documentary.  The  life  of  the 
Negro  scientist.  Director:  Ben  Parker.  5-40 

Hidden  Menace.  . (58)  Alliance  Films 

Drama.  A magician  in  love  with  a dancer  seeks 
to  do  away  with  the  acrobat  she  loves.  Otto 
Kruger,  Gertrude  Michael.  5-40 

I Take  This  Oath..  (67)  Syndicate 

Drama.  The  son  of  an  inspector  tracks  down 
the  racketeers  who  murdered  his  father.  Gor- 
don Jones,  Joyce  Compton,  J.  Farrell  MacDon- 
ald. Director:  Sherman  Scott.  5-40 

Leopard  Men  of  Africa..  (65) Select 

Documentary.  An  expedition  through  Africa, 
showing  types  of  people,  dances,  animals,  locust 
swarms.  10-40 

Lightning  Strikes  West ..  (56)  Colony 

Western.  A special  investigator  traces  a re- 
leased criminal  to  where  he  has  concealed 
stolen  gold.  Ken  Maynard.  6-40 

Lights  Out  in  Europe.  . A.  . (70)  . . . .Mayer-Burstyn 
Documentary.  A story  of  nations  at  war;  of  peo- 
ple murdered  and  property  destroyed.  A study 
of  the  events  which  led  to  the  present  armed 
state.  Narration  by  Fredric  March.  Script  by 
James  Hilton.  4-40 

Macushia  . . (60)  Stellar  Attrao. 

Melodrama.  Romance  of  a girl  and  an  Irish 
border  guard  who  is  hunting  her  brother  for 
gun  running.  Pamela  Wood.  Liam  Gaffney.  5-40 

Mercy  Plane.  .(72)  Syndicate 

Drama.  A wizard  flyer  traps  his  girl’s  brother 
selling  stolen  planes  to  foreign  powers.  James 
Dunn,  Frances  Gifford.  5-40 

Mr.  Washington  Goes  to  Town . . (65) . . . Dixie-Nat’l 
All-Negro  Comedy.  Sennett-type  slapstick  with 
all  the  gags  in  the  book.  F.  E.  Miller,  Manton 
Moreland.  Director:  Jed  Buell.  5-40 

Murder  in  the  Night..  (58) Film  Alliance 

Melodrama.  A woman  scorned  brings  about  the 
capture  of  a gangster  night  club  owner  who 
murdered  a squealer.  Jack  La  Rue,  Sandra 
Storme.  Director:  Norman  Lee.  8-40 

Secrets  of  a M«»del..(66)  Times  Pictures 

Melodrama.  True  love  finally  comes  to  the  girl 
who  fell  victim  to  the  villain.  Sharon  I.»ee, 
Phyllis  Barry.  5-40 

Suicide  Legion . . (54)  Film  Alliance 

Drama  An  Italian  officer  meets  his  estranged 
Austrian  wife  years  after  the  war  which  di- 
vided them.  Tullio  Carminati,  Lilli  Palmer.  Di- 
rector; Herbert  Wilcox.  5-40 

Texas  Renegades.  .(59)  S.Mulicate 

Western.  Posing  as  an  outlaw,  a marshal  rounds 
up  the  evildoers  in  a western  town.  Tim  Mc- 
Coy. f^-40 

Time  in  the  8un.  .(56) World  Pictures 

Documentary.  Cultural  and  sociological  aspects 
of  the  Mexican  Indian.  From  footage  by  Sergei 
Eisenstein.  10-40 

Foreign  Dialogue 

Baker’s  Wife,  The.  French.  . (97) B.  W.  Inc. 

Drama.  The  village’s  need  for  bread  brings 
back  the  baker’s  trifling  wife.  Raimu,  Ginette 
Leclerc.  Director:  Marcel  Pagnol.  3-40 

Claudine  (A) . . (French) . . (82)  French  M.  P. 

Comedy  Drama.  The  hopeless  love  of  a 16-year- 
old  schoolgirl  for  an  older  man.  Blanchette 
Brunoy,  Max  Dearly.  4-40 

Friendship  (Italian) ..  (74)  Esperia 

Comedy.  A gay  bachelor  thinks  he’s  in  love  with 
his  friend’s  wife;  so  does  his  friend;  and  so 
does  the  wife,  until  she  breaks  up  the  friendship 
— then  returning  to  her  husband.  Mario  Besozzi, 


Elsa  Merlini.  4-40 

Great  Light,  The  (Italian) ..  (80)  Esperia 


Drama.  The  religious  atmosphere  of  a shrine 
dissuades  a man  from  avenging  himself  upon 
one  who  had  railroaded  him  for  a crime  he  did 
not  commit.  Amedeo  Nazzari,  Leda  Gloria.  4-40 

Let  George  Do  It..  (73) Film  Alliance 

Comedy  Drama.  A goop  gets  mixed  up  with 
British  Intelligence  and  finally  kibitzes  into 
the  capture  of  a submarine.  George  Formby, 
Phyllis  Calvert.  10-40 

I, lie  of  Giuseppe  \ erdi,  'I’he  (Italian) 

(115)  Esperia 

Drama  with  Music.  Biography  of  the  opera  com- 
poser. Gaby  Morlay,  Fosco  Giaohetti.  Director: 
t’armine  Gallone.  4-40 

Maycrling  to  Sara.jevo  (French)  ..  (88)  . . Leo  Films 
Drama.  The  story  of  the  archduke  who  pre- 
ferred to  marry  the  woman  he  loved  to  one 
royally  prescribed.  John  Lodge,  Edwige  Feuil 
lere.  Director:  Max  Ophuls.  10-40 
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-f 

4- 

44 

124- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44- 

4- 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

4- 

— 

11+  1- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

•H- 

44 

44 

16+ 

4- 

4- 

o 

34- 

4- 

4- 

o 

4- 

5-1-  1- 

— 

4- 

<» 

4- 

5-)-  3— 

4- 

4- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

8-1-  3— 

4- 

4- 

5-1-  3— 

— 

4- 

o 

64-  6— 
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+ 
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4- 
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- 
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— 
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— 

34- 
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± 
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44 

4- 

4- 
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44 

4- 
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± 
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8-1-  3— 
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o 

4- 

4- 
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± 
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4- 
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o 

4- 

6-1-  1- 

4- 

l-t- 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

134- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-1-  3— 
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4- 

4- 

4- 

64-  4— 

d: 

It 
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4- 
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44 

H 
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4- 

44 
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4- 
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■34- 
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4- 

4- 
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-H- 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 
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4- 
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44 
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44 
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In  the  summary  tt  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  — as  2 minuses. 
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Title  Disti. 

c 

© 

CQ 

C3  © 

6 

> 

X H 

E 

s 

© 0; 

SB 

x> 

0 

cn 

Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ) . . 

4- 

4- 

4- 

34- 

Safari  (Para)  

=p 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-)-  5_ 

Sailor’s  Lady  (20th-Fox) 

iji 

± 

qi 

4- 

4- 

= 

7-f  7— 

Saint  Takes  Over  (RKO) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

»4- 

Sandy  Is  a i.ady  (Cnrv) 

4- 

IP 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

It 

H-l-  3— 

Scatterbrain  (Kep)  

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-1-  1- 

Sea  Hawk,  The  (WB) 

44 

it 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

13-f  1— 

Secret  Seven  (Col)  

it 

di 

4- 

4- 

— 

— 

6-f-  6— 

Seven  Sinners  (Univ) 

4- 

4- 

44 

4- 

4- 

4- 

9-f  2— 

Sing:,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Kep) 

— 

4- 

4- 

-h 

4- 

4- 

7-f-  3- 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M) 

— 

4- 

O 

= 

= 

3-1-  7— 

.Slightly  Tempted  (Univ) 

it 

4- 

it 

4- 

4- 

it 

8-t-  6— 

So  You  Won’t  Talk  (Col) 

— 

it 

± 

4- 

— 

6-f-  7— 

Son  of  Roaring:  Dan  (Univ).... 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44- 

South  of  Paso  Paffu  (UA) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

0 

q= 

4- 

74-  1- 

South  to  Karang:a  (Univ) 

4- 

It 

— 

4- 

4- 

74-  4- 

Spies  in  the  Air  (SK)i.  

— 

1-t-  2- 

Sporting:  Blood  (M-G-M) 

o 

± 

4- 

4- 

7-1-  6- 

Spring:  Parade  (Univ) 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

154- 

Stage  to  Chino  (KKO) 

4- 

44 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-H 

stag:ecoach  War  (Para) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6-1-  1- 

Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor 

(KKO)  

4- 

± 

4- 

± 

4- 

4- 

8-f  4- 

Street  of  Memories  (20th-Fox)  . 

— 

"f 

o 

5-f-  6- 

Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M)  . 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

164- 

SiiHan  and  God  (M-G-M)..  ... . 

4- 

4- 

44 

4- 

44 

4- 

9-1-  1- 

T 

Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again 

(Para)  

J- 

4- 

4- 

— 

5-f-  3— 

That  Gang  of  Mine  (Mono) .... 

it 

4- 

-4 

4- 

— 

it 

6-f-  4— 

They  Drive  by  Night  (FN) .... 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

144- 

They  Knew  VY’hat  They  Wanted 

(KKO)  

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

14-t-  1— 

Thief  of  Bagdad  (UA) 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

164- 

Third  Finger,  Ueft  Hand 

(M-G-M)  

44 

4- 

4- 

44 

44 

4+ 

44 

44 

144- 

Three  Faces  West  (Kep) 

It 

4- 

It 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

9-f  2— 

Three  Men  From  Texas  (Para) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

-F 

64- 

Thundering  Frontier  (Col).... 

— 

IP 

— 

3-f  5- 

Too  Many  Girls  (RKO) 

4- 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13-f-  1— 

r.  Brown’s  School  Days  (KKO) 

H 

+4 

4 

4- 

tt 

H 

44 

4+ 

14  + 

Torpedo  Raider  (Mono) 

IP 

+ 

24  1- 

Trail  Blazers  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

o 

4+ 

Trailin’  Double  Trouble  (Mono) 

ip 

4- 

4- 

o 

4- 

-4- 

5+  2- 

Triple  Justice  (KKO)  

4- 

4- 

4- 

-4 

4- 

6+  1- 

Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again 

(WB)  

4- 

It 

tl 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8+  3— 

Tulsa  Kid,  The  (Kep) 

it 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

7+  3- 

U 

Cnder  Texas  Skies  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

5+  1- 

Cntamed  (Para)  

— 

4- 

4- 

o 

± 

6+  6- 

Up  in  the  Air  (Mono) 

4- 

it 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6+  1- 

V 

Villain  Still  Pursued  Her, 

The  (RKO)  

— 

o 

5+  7- 

W 

Wagon  Train  (RKO)  

4- 

4- 

o 

4- 

4- 

6+  1- 

Wagons  Westward  (Kep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

— 

7+  3- 

Way  of  All  Flesh  (Para) 

— 

=i= 

— 

6+  8— 

We  Who  Are  Y’oung  (M-G-M). 

44 

44 

4- 

4- 

10+  4— 

West  of  Abilene  (Col) 

4- 

4- 

4+  2- 

Westerner,  The  (UA) 

4- 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

12+  1— 

When  the  Daltons  Rode  (Univ) 

44 

44 

44  44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

Who  Is  Guilty?  (Mono) 

— 

it 

4+  5— 

YVho  Killed  Aunt  Maggie? 

(Rep)  

4- 

-4- 

+ 

4- 

-h 

4- 

4- 

7+  1- 

Wildcat  Bus  (KKO)  

= 

±: 

= 

4+  8— 

Wild  Horse  Range  (Mono).... 

3+  3— 

Women  in  War  (Kep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8+  1- 

World  in  Flames  (Para) 

4- 

44 

+ 

44 

4- 

4- 

8+ 

Wyoming  (M-G-M)  

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

4- 

4- 

9+  1- 

Y 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox) 

4- 

it 

4- 

6+  4— 

Young  Bill  Hickok  (Kep) 

•4" 

4- 

4- 

6+  2— 

Young  People  (20th^Fox) 

4- 

4- 

4-  44 

44 

4- 

4- 

4- 

10+ 

You’re  Not  So  Tough  (Univ) . ... 

4- 

o 

4- 

4- 

6+  4- 

Youth  Will  Be  Served 

(20th-Fox)  

4- 

4- 

— 

4- 

4+  2- 

Yukon  Flight  (Mono).. ■+■  4"  *4- 
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BOXOFFICE 


November  16,  1940 


Numeral  is  production  number.  Running:  time  follows  title.  First  date  is  national 
release,  second  the  date  of  review  in  I50X0FFICE;  both  1940  unless  otherwise 
specified.  The  symbol  between  the  dates  is  rating:  from  the  BOXOFFICE  review; 
-j-j-  Very  g:ood,  -j-  Good,  ± Fair,  ^ Mediocre,  — Poor,  = Very  Poor.  Indicates  short 
of  the  week.  0 Indicates  Technicolor. 


Skott5  ^hatt 


Trod. 

Rel.  Rat- 

Frod. 

Rel.  Rat- 

Prod. 

No. 

Title 

Date  ing  Rev’d 

No. 

'Title 

Date  ing  Rev’d 

No. 

Title 

Kel.  Kat- 
Date  iiigr  Uev’d 


Columbia 

Al.L-STAK  COMEDIES 


1435.  .Buobs  in  the  Woods  <17)..  5-31  = 

1438 . . Fireman  Save  M.v  Choo- 

Choo  (18)  8-9  -t- 

1437..  His  Bridal  Frigrlit  (16)...  7-12 

1432..  Money  Squawks  (17) 4-  5 

2421.  .Pleased  to  Mitt  You  (18)..  9-  6 

1421..  5.inny  the  Mooeher  (16V>)  9-  8 

1434..  50.th  of  the  Boudoir  (18).  5-17  ± 

2422..  5.ook  Speaks,  The  (18)...  9-20  -J- 

1436.  .Taming:  of  the  Snood  (16).  6-28 
9437.  .Trouble  Finds  Andy 

Clyde  (18)  7-28 

1433..  You’re  Next  (17) 4-  6 ± 

CINESCOPES 

2972.  .Floating  Elephants  (9)... 10-  4 -f- 

2971..  Hobby  Bobby  (11) 8-30  + 

2972. . Industrial  Green  Island 

(10)  9-20 

1975.  .Odd  Vacations  (8V2) 6-16 

COEOR  RHAPSODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

1510..  Egg  Hunt,  The  OVz) 5-31 

1509.  .Greyhound  and  the  Rabbit, 

The  (71/2)  4-19  -I- 

2502..  ©Mr.  Elephant  Goes  to 

Town  (IVz)  10-  4 

2501.  .Tangled  Television  (lYz)  ■ ■ 8-30  -f 

1512..  Timid  Pup,  The  (8) 8-  1 ± 

1511..  Ye  Olde  Swap  Shoppe  (7Vi)  6-28 

COBCMBIA  TOURS 
2.551 . .Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 
la  Varre  Productions) 

(11)  8-16 

15.58..  1.  the  Band  of  Pagodas 

(9)  6-14 

2553..  01.  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (10)  9-27 

1557 . . Plea.sure  bound  in  Canada 

(9)  5-17 


2552.. Savoy  in  the  Alps  (I^ 

Varre  Production)  (10).  9-13 
COMMUNITY  SING 


16.56..  No.  6 (ftledley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28 

FABBES  CARTOONS 
1754.  .Barnyard  Babies  (714)....  6-14 

2751..  Farmer  Tom  Thumb  (6)..  9-13  -f 

1755.. Pooeh  Parade  (6) 7-19 

1753 ..  Practice  Makes  Perfect 

(6)  4-5  ± 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 
1705.  .Fish  Follies  (6) 5-10 

1706..  News  Oddities  (6) 7-19 

1756..  Peep  In  the  Deep,  A (SVz)  8-23 

1707..  5.hool  Boy  Dreams  (7)...  8-30  -|- 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 
(Series  19) 

1857..  No.  7 (10) 5-  3 

Wardrobe  Designers. 

1858.  .No.  8 (19) 7 

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

1859.  .No.  9 (10) 7-10 

Ken  Murray. 

1860.  .No.  10  (9) 8-10  ± 

Jack  ()akle. 

SPORT  REEBS 

1809..  Canvas  Capers  (11) 7-19 

2801..  Master  of  Cue  With  Willie 

Hoppe  (19)  9-20  -f 

1808..  5.ving  Strokes  With  Sam 

Snead  (10)  6-28 

1807..  5.ort  of  Kings  (10) 5-24  ±: 

1806.  .Tomorrow’s  Stars  (10)....  4-19  + 

three  stooges  comedies 

1406..  A ’Plumbing  We  Will  Go 

(18)  4.19 

2401..  From  Nurse  to  Worse  (17)  8-23  -1- 

1408..  How  High  Is  Up  (16) 7-16  = 

1407..  Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14 

20TH  ANNIVERSARY  SNAPSHOTS 

2861..  No.  1 (10) 9-  6 

2862..  No.  2 (10) 10-1* 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
Series  2 

1904..  No.  4 (Social  Security) 

(10)  6-10  4- 

1905.  .No.  6 (The  Archives)  (11)  .7-4 

1906.  .No.  6 (Our  Nat’l  Defense) 

(10)  8-30 

Series  3 

2901..  No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10) 10-  4 


7-22 


8-31 


6-15 

10-19 


7-22 


10-19 

9-21 


6-15 

4-27 

10-i9 

8-31 


10-19 

4-27 

8-31 

10-19 

8-31 

10-19 

7!  6 

4-27 

8-31 
8-  3 

6-16 
8-  3 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

P-  5..Bu.vers  Beware  (20) 8-17  44 

P-201 .. I^Eyes  of  the  Navy  (20).  10-26  4+ 

P-  6.. Soak  the  Old  (20) 8-24  ± 

P-815.  .Think  First  (21) 9-  9 

P-  4.. Women  in  Hiding  (22)....  6-22  ± 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVEBTABKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

T-211.  .Capitol  City,  The — Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  (9) 9-7  41 


9-  ■; 
10-2( 
9-2f 

7-'< 


T-212.  .Cavalcade  of  San  Fran- 
cisco (9)  9-28  ip  9-28 

T-  61.  .Modem  New  Orleans  (8).  5-11  ip  6-22 

T-213..01d  New  Me.xico  (10) 10-26  -f-  11-  9 

T-  60.. Sitka  and  Juneau  (9) 4-13  ± 4-27 

T-  62.. Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9) 6-8  rp  6-8 


MINIATURES 

51-79.  .Servants  of  Mankind  (9)..  5-11  -4  6-8 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 


(New  Series) 

(Technicolor) 

W-  90..  Book  worm  Turns,  The 

(8)  7-20  -4  8-31 

5V-  94 ..  Gallopin’  Gals  (8) 10-26  -4  11-9 

W-  89..MUky  Way,  The  (8) 6-22  -4  7-6 

W-  92.. Papa  Gets  the  Bird  (8)...  9-  7 p:  9-28 

>V-  26.. Rainy  Day,  A (7) 4-20  .... 

W-  91.. Romeo  in  Rhythm  (8)....  8-10  ± 9-7 

W-  87.. Swing  Social  (8) 5-18  .... 

W-  88.  .Tom  Turkey  (7) 6-8  .... 

5I-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 


Released  Twice  W'eekly 
OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 


C-138.  .Bubbling  Troubles  (11)...  5-25  ± 7-6 

C-291..Good  Bad  Boys  (11) 9-7-4  7 

C-293..Goin’  lishiii’  (10) 10-26  zt  11-  9 

(4137.. New  Pupil,  The  (11) 4-27  qz  4-27 


C-292.  .Waldo’s  Bast  Stand  (11)..  10-  5 


GRANTBAND  RICE  SPORT- 


BIGHTS 

R9-10.  .BIue  Streak  (10) 4-19  -4  6-4 

RO-  1.. Diving  Demons  (10) 9-  6 .(4  10-  6 

RO-  3.  .Motorc.vcle  Stunting  (10).  11-  1 .... 

RO-  2.. Sporting  Everglades,  The 

(10)  10-4  41^  11-9 

R9-13.  .Sink  or  Swim  (10) 7-12  .... 

STONE  AGE  CARTOONS 
B9-  5.  .Foul  Ball  Player,  The 

(7)  5-24  ± 6-22 

B9-  9.  .Fulla  Bluff  51an,  The  (7).  8-  9 ± 8 24 

B9-  3 . Granite  Hotel  (7) 4-26  ± 5-18 

B9-11.  .Pedagogical  Institution  (7)  9-13 
B9-10.  .Springtime  in  the  Rock- 

age  (7)  8-30  

B9-  6 . Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 6-14  

B9-  4.. Way  Back  When  a Night 

Club  Was  a .Stick  (7)...  5-16  .... 

B9-  8.. Way  Back  IVhen  a Razz- 

berry  Was  a Fruit  (7)..  7-26  -4  8-17 

B9-12..W'ay  Back  When  Women 

Had  Their  Weigh  (7)  . . . 9-27  

UNUSUAB  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

B9-5..NO.  5 (10) 5-31  -4  5-18 

B9-6..NO.  6 (11)  8-2  4f  8-17 

BO-1.. No.  1 (11) 9-7-4  10-  5 


PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

K-126.  .Baron  and  the  Rose,  The 

(11)  

K-123 ..  Hidden  Master,  The  (11) 

(Sepia)  

K-127.  .Utopia  of  Death  (10) 

K-124..Wa.v  in  the  Wilderness, 

A (10)  (Sepia) 

PETE  smith  SPECIAB 
.S-110.  .Cat  College  (9)  (Sepia).. 
S-113.  .Football  Thrills  of  1939  (10) 

S-112.  .Please  Answer  (9) 

S-.261 . . QuickeFn  a W’ink  (Sepia) 

(9)  10-12 

.S-108 ..  Spots  Before  Your  Eyes 

(10)  5-  4 

S-109.  .What’s  Your  1.  Q.?  No.  2 

(9)  6-10 

SPECIAB 

.V-lSl . , ^©Flag  Spealcs.  The  (19)  6-14 


Paramount 

ANI5IATED  ANTICS 

.Dandy  Bion,  The  (7) 9-20 

.Sneak,  Snoop  & Snitch  (7).... 

COBOR  CBASSICS 
(In  Technicolor) 

.Kick  in  Time,  A (7) 

.Snubbe<l  by  a Snob  (7).., 

You  Can’t  Shoe  a Horse- 
fly (7)  8-23 

COBOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

.Pacific  Paradise  (10) 6-21 

GABBY  CARTOONS 

.King  for  a Day  (7) 

HEADBINER 
.Blue  Barron  and  His 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEV  CARTOONS 


9-  7 

+)■ 

9-28 

( 1 11  Tech  uicolor  ) 
Pig:  Hearted  Pluto 

1-24 

4-20 

-1- 

4-27 

01,105.  .Pillpositers  (8) 

5-17 

+ 

5-25 

10-12 

+ 

11-  9 

04, 107.. Pone  Trouble  <9) 

04,108.  .Donald’s  Dog:  Paundry  (8) 

6-28 
6-  5 

+ 

5-^5 

6-22 

.TIES 

6-29 

+ 

7-  6 

04,100.  .Donald’s  Vacation  (8)... 

04, 114.. Fire  Chief  (..) 

04,113.  .Gone  With  the  Whirlwind 

8-  9 
11-22 

■H- 

8-10 

9-21 

■H- 

9-28 

(..)  

11-  1 

8-24 

+1 

9-  7 

04,106.  .Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8).. 
04, 11^.. Mr.  Mouse  I'akes  a Trip 

6-  7 

(8) 


.10-11 


HO-1 

HO-2 


C9-4 

C9-5 

C9-6. 


K9-7 

GO-  1. 

A9-  9 

A9-  8 

AO-  2. 
AO-  1. 


Paul  Baron  and  Orch. 


A9-10. 


.10-11 


^Moments  of  Charm  of 

1941  (10)  

Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch. 

(11)  

PARAMOUNT  NE5VS 
Released  T\vice  IVeekly. 
PARAGRAPHICS 

V9-  9.. Dangerous  Dollars  (11)...  6-28 
VO-  1.. Nature’s  Nursery  (10) 

V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

No.  2 (11) 

V9-  8.  .©Television  Preview  (10).  5-17 
(Banny  Ross-Ted  Husing) 
POPEYE  CARTOONS 
E9-10.  .Doing  ImpossUdble  Stunts 

(7)  

R9-  9.  .rightin’  Pals  (8) 

E8-ll..It’8  the  Natural  Thing  to 

Oo  (7)  

R9-  5.  .Me  Feelings  Is  Hurt  (7) 

EO-  2.. My  Pop,  My  Pop  (7) 10-18 

EO-  8.. Nurse  Mates  (7) 

E9-  6.  .Onion  Pacific  (7) 5-24 

EO-  1 . . Popeye  Meets  William 

TeU  (7)  9-20 

E9-12.  .Puttin’  on  the  Act  (7).. 

E9-11.  . Wimmin’  Hadn’t  Oughta 

Drive  (7)  

POPUBAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

J9-5..(10)  

J9-6..(ll)  

J0-1..(U)  


6-  8 
7-  6 
5-  4 


9-20 

10-  6 
10-26 

6-17 

-1- 

5-18 

7-19 

-f- 

8-31 

8-23 

+ 

8-24 

6-21 

10-18 

+ 

10-26 

6-31 

+ 

6-22 

4-26 

+ 

6-  4 

10-25 

+ 

10-26 

9-13 

■H- 

10-  5 

7-19 

-1- 

8-31 

10-26 


9-  9 

-4- 

8-24 

5-17 

I 

S 

++ 

6-18 

8-  2 

-f- 

8-17 

7-12 

++ 

8-17 

7-28 

8-26 

4-12 

5-  4 

10-18 

10-26 

6-21 

5-24 

+ 

6-22 

9-20 

++ 

10-  5 

8-30 

-1- 

8-24 

8-16 

+ 

8-24 

6-  3 

-1- 

6-  4 

6-28 

9-  6 

+ 

10-  6 

04.110. 
04,108. 
04,104. 

04.111. 


. Pantry  Pirate  ( . . ) 1-3 

.Pluto’s  Dream  House  (8).  8-30  -4 

.Put-Put  Trouble  (7) 7-19 

..Tugboat  Mickey  (7) 4-26  ± 

.Window  Cleaners  (8) 9-20  44 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 

03.404 . .Mutiny  in  the  County  (17)  5-  3 

13.401..  5.nk  by  the  Census  (18).  9-6  d: 

03.405.  .’Taint  Begal  (16) 5-24 

04.402 ..  Trailer  Tragedy  (17) 10-18  -4 

BEON  ERROB  COMEDIES 

03.704 ..  Bested  by  a Beard  (20)...  7-26 


9-21 


5-25 

10-26 


9-21 

li-'9 


13.701. 

13.702. 

.lie  Asked  for  It  (18) 

.Tattle  Talevision  (19)..... 

MARCH  OF'  TIME 

9-27 
. 11-29 

4- 

9-21 

03,109. 

No.  9 (19) 

America’s  Youth — 1940. 

, 4-12 

- 

4-20 

03,110. 

No.  10  (19) 

The  Pliilippines. 

6-10 

-1- 

6-18 

03,111. 

• No.  11  (18) 

'The  U.  S.  Navy. 

, 6-  7 

-t- 

6-22 

03,112. 

• No.  12  (17) 

Spoils  of  Conquest. 

8-  2 

-f- 

8-10 

03,113. 

.^No.  13  (20) 

Gateways  to  Panama. 

8-24 

8-31 

13,101. 

.No.  1 (19) 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 

9-13 

++ 

9-21 

13,102 . 

.No.  2 (18) 

Britain’s  R.  A.  F. 

10-  4 

+ 

10-19 

13,103. 

.No.  3 (19) -t- 

Mexico,  Good  Neighbor’s 

Dilemma. 

PATHE  INF'ORMATION  PBEASE 

10-26 

04,209. 

• No.  9 (11) 

4-19 

4-27 

04,210. 

.No.  10  (11) 

5-17 

6-22 

04,211. 

.No.  11  (10) 

6-14 

6-15 

04,212. 

.yNo.  12  (12) 

7-12 

++ 

7-13 

04,213. 

.No.  13  (11) 

8-  9 

+ 

8-10 

14,201 . 

• No.  1 (11) 

9-16 

9-21 

14.202 . 

14.203. 

.No.  2 (10) 

.No.  3 (10) 

10-  4 

11-  1 

+ 

10-26 

PATHE  NEWS 
(Released  'Twice  Weekly) 
RADIO  FBASH  COMEDIES 
03,205.  .Goodness,  a Ghost  (16)...  7-  5 

Marriage-Go-Round  (18)  . . 7-28 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

04.312.  .A 

04.309.  .C' 

04,308.  .Fi 
04,311.  .y 
14,302.  .K 
14,301.  A} 

04.310.  Si 
04,611.  .SI 
14,.303.  .S] 

04.313.  . T 


14.401 

14.402 

14.403 


..No.  1 


PICTURE  PEOPBE 
(10) 


..No.  3 (10 11-8 

RAY  WHITBEY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

13,501.. Bar  Buckaroos  (16) 11-  8 


7-  5 

9-21 

. 6-12 

-f 

4-27 

5-15 

-h 

4-13 

6-  7 

9-27 

-h 

10^26 

8-30 

+ 

9-21 

6-10 

+ 

6-22 

6-21 

10-25 

8-  2 

-1- 

9-21 

9-13 

9-21 

10-11 

10-26 
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WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


TUESDAY.  NOVEMBEK  5 
Movietone  News,  No.  17 

Army  air  corps  in  coast  maneuvers;  Illinois 
youth  wins  cornhusking  contest;  wild  fowl  sanc- 
tuary: test  railway  gun;  England’s  king  and 
queen  survey  bomb  damage;  Japanese  emperor 
reviews  fleet;  bombing  of  Palestine;  fashions; 
football. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  15 

King  and  queen  inspect  bomb-torn  London; 
Lord  Lothian  sees  more  American  aid;  pre-elec- 
tion windup;  army  tests  railway  gun;  Pittsburgh 
i'-e  skating  show;  football. 

Paramount  News,  No.  20 
Army  strengthens  Hawaii  defenses;  Japanese 
emperor  reviews  fleet;  cornhusking  contest  in 
Iowa;  Duke  of  Windsor  opens  Nassau  parliament; 
bomb  attacks  on  London  continue;  football. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  20 
Canterbury  cathedral  hit  by  bombs;  raids  con- 
tinue; Lord  Lothian  reports  on  U.  S.  reaction 
to  England’s  fight;  Japan’s  emperor  reviews 
fleet;  ice  skating  show  in  Pittsburgh;  corn-husk- 
ing contest  in  Iowa;  football. 

Universal  New.sreel,  No.  925 
Fire  railway  gun  in  coast  test;  army  buys  horses; 
army  flier  receives  Distinguished  Flying  Cross; 
Chileans  in  anti-red  rally;  cornhusking  in  Iowa; 
ice  revue  in  Pittsburgh;  football. 


Prod. 

No. 

'Title 

Rel. 

Date 

Rat- 

ing: 

Rev’d 

Prod. 

No, 

03,504 . 

. Corralling  a Schoolmarm 

1556. 

(20)  

+ 

8-10 

REELISMS 

(New  Series) 

04,609. 

.Air  Army  (9) 

+f 

4-27 

04,613. 

. Hats  (9)  

04,610. 

.Stray  Lamb  (8) 

-f 

6-15 

04,611. 

.streamlined  (9)  .... 

8-10 

04,612. 

.Week  End  (9) 

5241. 

Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev*d 


20th  Century-Fox 

Al>\  ICNTURES  OF  A NEWS  CAMERAMAN 
OSOl . . Coiuiuering  the  Colorado 


(I)  12-27 

Universal 

LANTZ  CARTUNES 
(Technicolor) 

• Crazyhouse  (IVz)  9-23 

5243.  .Knock-Knock  (8)  11-25 

4258..  lOU  Pigrinics  and  And.i 

Panda  (7)  4-22 

5242.  .^Recruiting:  Daze  (G)....  10-28 
GOINU  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  McNAMEE 


-tf  11-  9 


(11)  

. 8-18 

8-19 

4360. 

.No. 

75 

(9) 

4-27 

.^Midget  Motor  Mania 

4361. 

. No. 

76 

(9) 

-+ 

5-11 

(10)  

.11-  8 

++ 

10-19 

4362. 

• No. 

77 

(9) 

+ 

6-22 

. Saiiotuar>  of  the  Seals  (9)  0-  7 

+ 

6-22 

4363. 

.No. 

78 

(9) 

6-17 

BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOT— 

RIPLEY 

4364. 

.No. 

79 

(9) 

+ 

8-  3 

.Acquitted  by  the  Sea  (10) 

9-27 

++ 

10-19 

43(>;>. 

.No. 

80 

(91/2) 

LU  1 llOKliLKsLN — SPOUTS 

5351. 

.No. 

81 

(9) 

9-23 

— 

9-21 

Action  on  Ice  (9) 

. 7-19 

. 

. No. 

8^ 

(9) 

10-14 

.Bowling  for  Strikes  (10). 

. 12-20 

+ 

10-19 

5353 . 

. No. 

83 

(9) 

11-11 

. Lure  of  the  Trout  (..).. 

.10-11 

53.54 . 

.No. 

84 

(..) 

12-23 

Over  the  Seven  Seas  (10). 

. 4-26 

+ 

6-  8 

5355. 

.No. 

85 

(..) 

1-22 

-f 

-t- 


0-21 

6-21 


0204  . 


0300 . 
1303. 


1301 . . acation  Time  in  Florida 

(8)  8-10  H 

P'ATHER  HUBBARD’S  A1.ASKAN 

ADVENTURES 

0107 . .Cliinhin^  the  Spirit’s  Home 

(10)  5-10 

1101..  Eskimo  Trails  (10) 8-  2 

1103..  1.le  of  Mystery  (10) 10-25 

FASHIONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

0603 ..  Fashion  P'orecasts  No.  7 

(8)  

0604 ..  Fashion  Forecasts  No.  8 

(8)  

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 
LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE  PU.SS 
PARADE 

0404.  .Cheerio  My  Dears  (9)....  7-  5 

1401 . .  Gninters  and  Groaners  (8).  8-30 

0403..  Labor  .Savers  (9) 4-12 

1402 . . 'Tale  of  Butch  the  Parrot, 

The  (..)  12-6 

I.OWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 
1102 . .©Florida,  Land  of  Flowers 

(9)  9-13  ± 

101 8 . Isle  of  the  East  (9) 5-24 

1104..  01.  Dominion  State  (..). 11-22 

TERRY-TOONS 

1551.  .©Billy  Mouse’s  Akwakade 

(7)  8-9 

0559..  Cat  nip  Capers  (7) 6-31 

1501..  Club  Life  in  the  Stone 

Age  (7)  8-23 

1503.  .Happy  Haunting:  Grounds 

(7)  10-18 

1553 . . How  Wet  W’as  My  Ocean 

O)  

0511..  1.  Must  Be  Love  (7) 5-  6 

0558  . ©Just  a Little  Bull  (7)..  4-19 

0517..  Love  in  a Cottage  (7)... 

1554.  .Landing:  of  the  Pilgrims 

(7)  

1552.  .laicky  Duck,  The  (7)  . . . . 

1504..  Magic  Pencil,  The  (7). 

0514 ..  Professor  Offkeyskl  (7)....  6-14 

1555..  ©Plane  Goofy  (7) 11-29 

0515.  .Rover’s  Rescue  (7) 6-28 

0516..  Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 7-12 

0513  . Swiss  Ski  Yodelers  t7) 5-17  -|- 

1505..  5.ow  Man,  The  (7) 12-13 

1502.  .Touchdown  Demons  (7)...  9-20  ± 


SPECIAL  TWO  REEIJERS 


-t- 


-I- 


++ 


8-17 

5110,. Swing  With  Bing 

(19)... 

.9-4 

8-  3 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

4380.. No.  75  (9) 

4-27 

4381.  .No.  76  (9) 

+ 

6-11 

3-30 

4382.. No.  77  (9) 

. 5-20 

+ 

6-22 

8-17 

4383.. No.  78  (9) 

+ 

6-22 

4384.. No.  79  (9) 

+ 

7-27 

4385.  .No.  80  (9) 

+ 

7-27 

6371.  .No.  81  (9) 

+ 

9-21 

5372.  .No.  82  (9) 

5373.  .No.  83  (8) 

..11-  4 

5374.  .No.  84  ( . .) 

.12-  2 

5375.. No.  85  (..) 

, . 1-  1 

TWO  REEL 

BIUSICALS 

5221.. Class  in  Swing  (17) 

. 9-11 

5223.  .Congainania  (17) 

.10-16 

Jose  Cansino  IlancerSf 

slii 

Eddie  Durant  & 

Orch. 

4228..Folies  Parisienne 

(18). . ., 

. . 4-17 

zt 

4-20 

Harry  Stafford-Leon  Belasco. 

4231 ..  Hawaiian  Rhythm 

(17).. 

. . 7-17 

+ 

7-27 

.10-  4 


. 7-28 

..11-  1 
.9-6 
.11-15 


8-17 
6-  8 


8-17 

6-22 


10-19 


9-  6 
6-17 
6-15 


Harry  Owens  and  His 
Royal  Hawaiians. 

Dream  of  Jeanie  With  the 
Lig-ht  Brown  Hair  (17)  . 8-28 
.March  of  Freedom  (21).. 
.Naughty  Nineties  (18)... 
.Swingin’  in  the  Barn  (19) 

Texas  Jim  Lewis  and 
His  Band. 

4232 ..  Varsity  Vanities  (17Vi).. 

Six  Hits  and  a Miss, 

Martha  Tilton. 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 


4233. . 

4110 

4230 

4229 


± 6-8 


Vitaphone 


BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

5107  . Double  or  Nothing  (20)...  4-20 
6202  Ed  Sullivan’s  Hollywood 

(20)  11-16 

6201..  Just  a Cute  Kid  (20) 10-  5 

5108  Public  Jitterbug  No.  1 (19)  5-  4 
4008.  . Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride  (20)..  9-  9 

5109 . .OSpills  for  Thrills  (19)..  6-15 

5110..  Young  America  Flies  (20).  8-  3 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

5110.  .Famous  Movie  Dogs  (10)..  7-27 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


THURSD.VY,  NOVEMBER  7 
Movietone  News,  No.  18 

Re-elertion  of  Roosevelt;  British  colonies’  war 
efforts;  girls  stage  dance  in  tiger  skins;  beach 
fashions;  cold  weather  forecast;  football;  skiing. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  16 
Election  special:  'Willkie  in  post-election  speech 
calls  for  national  unity;  British  munitions  workers 
carry  on;  airline  crash  in  Utah  kills  10;  football; 
amateur  boxing. 

Paramount  News,  No.  21 
Re-election  of  Roosevelt;  Willkie  in  post-elec- 
tion speech  calls  for  national  unity;  racing  at 
Pimlico;  ski  season  opens  in  northwest;  British 
tighten  Suez  defense;  airliner  crashes  on  Utah 
mountain:  Paderewski  arrives  in  New  York. 

RKD  Pathe  News,  No.  21 
Roosevelt  re-elected;  Paderewski  arrives  in  New 
York;  fire  in  New  Jersey  chemical  plant;  Ameri- 
can destroyers  in  British  convoy  service;  ski 
season  opens  in  northwest;  racing  at  Empire  City; 
football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  926 

Re-election  of  Roosevelt;  airliner  crashes  on 
Utah  mountain;  Paderewski  arrives;  fire  in  New 
Jersey  chemical  plant;  skiing  in  Washington; 
hockey. 


5407 

5408 


5410 

5409 


6101. 

6301 
6303 

6302 

6601 

.5614 

5616 

.5615 

6604 

5612 

6602 

6603 


5613 


6503 

6502 


5508 

6.501 


5509 

5510 


5326 

6706 

5326 

5321 
5323 
5319 

5325 

6104 

5317 

6703 

5322 
6701 


.5318 

6702 

5320 

6705 

5324 


6402 

6403 


6401 


5006 

6001 


5007 

5008 


5005 


5706 

5705 


.Gun  Dog’s  Life  (10) 5-11  4-  5-18 

.Mechanix  Illustrated 

No.  4 (10)  6-29  -I-  6-15 

.Movie  Dog  Stars  (10)....  8-17  .... 

.Valley,  The  (8)  7-20  + 7-6 

ELSA  MAXWELL’S  BLUE  RIBBON 
C0.5IEDIES 

.Riding  Into  Society  (19)..  9-  7 ± 8-31 

HOLLYIVOOD  NOVELTY 

..Football  'Thrills  (10) 9-28  -|-  8-31 

. . Mexican  Jumping  Beans 

(..)  12-  1 

..Shark  Hunting  (10) 11-  9 .... 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

..Calling  Dr.  Porky  (7) 9-21  .... 

..Chewin’  Bruin,  'The  (7)...  6-8  ± 6-22 

..Patient  Porky  (7) 8-24  ff  8-24 

. .Pork.v’s  Baseball  Broad- 
cast (7)  7-6  ff  7-6 

..Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7)..  11-30  .... 

. . Porky’s  Poor  Fish  (7) . . . . 5-18  .... 

..Prehistoric  Porky  (7) 10-12  -|-  10-26 

..Sour  Puss  (7) 11-  2 .... 

. . Timid  Toreador  ( . . ) 12-21  .... 

. .You  Ought  to  Be  in 

Pictures  (7)  5-18  -|-  5-18 

MEI.ODY  MASTERS 

..Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (10).. 11-23  .... 

..Joe  Belchman  & Orch. 

(10)  10-26  

..Larry  Clinton  & Orch.  (10)  5-25  .... 

. . Matty  Malneck  & Band 

(10)  9-14  fl-  8-24 

. .Ozzie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10).  6-29  ff  7-6 

. . Woody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  7-27  

MERRIE  .5IELODIES 
(In  'Technicolor) 

. .Bear’s  Tale,  The  (7) 4-13  -|-  8-31 

..Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (7).. 11-23  .... 

..Ceiling  Hero  (7) 7-6  .... 

..Circus  Today  (7) 6-22  -|-  7-6 

..Egg  Collector  (7) 7-20  

. .Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  5-25  ± 5-18 

..Ghost  Wanted  (7) 8-10  

..Good  Night  Elmer  (7).... 10-26  .... 

. . Hardship  of  Miles  Stand- 

ish  (7)  4-27  

..Holiday  Highlight  (7) 10-12  rp  11  9 

..Little  Blabberinouse  (7)..  7-6  4+  8-17 

. .Malibu  Beach  Party  (7) . . 9-14  ± 9-7 

. . Of  Fox  and  Hounds  (..)..  12-  7 .... 

. . Shop,  Look  and  Listen 

(..)  12-21  

..Sniffles  Takes  a 'Trip  (7).  6-11  .... 

. . Stagefright  (7)  9-28  -+  11-  9 

. .'Tom  Thumb  in  'Trouble 

(7)  6-8  ± 6-15 

..Wacky  Wild  Life  (7) 11-9  

..Wild  Hare,  A (7) 7-27  

SPORTS  PARADE 
(Color) 

..Dogs  You  Seldom  .See  (10).  11-  2 -+  8-31 

. .Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

(10)  11-30  

..Fly  Fishing  (10) 9-21  10-26 

TECHNICOLOR 

. .thmlerella’s  Feller  (20) ...  6-  1 -+  6-15 

..Flag  of  Humanity  (20)...  10-19  -+  10-26 

. . March  on  Marines  (..)....  12-14  .... 

..Pony  Express  Days  (20)..  7-13  -+  7-6 

. .Service  With  the  Colors 

(20)  8-31  

. .Singin’  Dude,  The  (20) 4-  6 ± 4-13 

vitaphone  varieties 

...VII  Girl  Revue  (10) 6-22  

..Radio  and  Relatives  (10)..  5-25  .... 


Serials 


9-21 


7-  6 
6-22 


8-  7 -+  8-3 


± 2-10 


COLUMBIA 

1180  ..Deadwood  Dick  7-19 

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, Lorna  Gray. 

1120  ..Green  Archer,  The 10-25 

15  Chapters.  Victor  Jory, 

Iris  Meredith. 

1161-75.  .Terry  and  the  Pirates  ...  4-12 
15  Chapters.  William 
'Tracy-Granville  Owens. 

REPUBLIC 

973  . .Adventures  of  Red  Ryder.  6-15 

Don  “Red”  Barr.v. 

081  . .King  of  the  Royal 

Mounted  9-20 

12  Chapters.  Allan  I.ane. 

082  . .Mysterious  Doctor  Satan  12-13 

15  Chapters.  Robert  Wilcox. 

UNIVERSAL 
4881-92.  .Flash  Gordon  Conquers 

the  Universe  4-9  ++ 

Larry  (Buster)  Crabbe. 

..Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24  -+ 

15  Chapters.  Warren  Hull. 

Sky  Raiders  4-  8 

12  Chapters. 


7-27 
q:  11-  9 
4-20 

-+  6-8 
1+  8-24 

2-24 

11-  9 


++ 

8-3 

5681 

. .Junior  G-Men  

12  Chapters.  Dead 
Kids,  Little  Tough 

End 

Guys. 

+ 

8-  3 

-1- 

8-17 

.5581 

. .Winners  of  the  West 
13  Chapters.  Dick 
ran,  Anne  Nagel. 

7-2 

Fo- 

5 11 
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BOXOFFICE  ::  November  16,  1940 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  lOc  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^Uatlna 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


FOLLOW  THE  PARADE  FOR  BAR- 
GAINS — Peerless-Preddy  lamps,  sound 
systems,  300  Heywood  spring-cushion 
chairs,  amplifiers,  speakers,  projectors, 
complete  set  stage  drapes.  Lists  furnished. 
WESTERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COM- 
PANY, Omaha,  Neb. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

PRICES  GOING  DOWN— NOT  UP- 
NEW  MERCHANDISE,  TOO.  Four  Chan- 
nel Coin  Changers,  Penny  Chute,  $5.55; 
Cameron’s  Books,  Discontinued  Titles,  79c 
up;  Double  Unit  Electric  Ticket  Ma- 
chines, $99.75;  Britechrome  Metal  Display 
Frames,  30"x40",  $3.60;  Fire  Extinguish- 
ers, $2.95.  Theatres  completely  equipped 
cheap — Trades  taken — Time  Payments. 
S.  O.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


SENSATIONALLY  LOW  PRICES  NOW 
IN  EFFECT.  Lightmaster  “one-kilowatt” 
projection  arc  lamps.  Unmistakably  bet- 
ter snow-white  projection  light.  Duo 
Soundmaster  sound  heads,  with  the  stabil- 
izing gyrofilter,  no-shock  starting,  instant 
lateral  adjustment;  amplifiers  with  copper 
sulphide  DC  exciter  lamp  supply  and  cali- 
brated volume  control;  two-way  horn  sys- 
tems. Write  for  complete  catalogue  new 
and  reconditioned  soimd  and  projection 
equipment.  SCOTT-BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

MUST  RAISE  CASH.  Our  loss  is  your 
gain.  Rebuilt  Strong  Low  Intensity  Lamps, 
$110.00  per  pair.  Rebuilt  Simplex  Pro- 
jectors, single  bearing  movements,  rear 
shutters,  $315.00  pair.  RCA  Soimdheads 
with  motors  and  all  attachments,  $110.00 
per  pair.  Free  trial.  WESTERN  FILM 
& SUPPLY,  1018  S.  Wabash,  Chicago. 

CLOSING  OUT  CHEAP— MUST  MAKE 
ROOM — Sound  projectors,  16mm,  35mm, 
$59.50;  Amplifiers,  Soundheads,  $9.95;  Re- 
flector Arcs,  Rectifiers,  $24.50;  Powers  Pro- 
jectors, $39.50;  Simplex  Intermittents, 
$6.95;  Sound  Opticals,  $4.95;  Lenses,  $2.95. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


ROTH  GENERATOR,  70  volts,  25  am- 
peres; good  condition,  reasonably  priced. 
Palace  Theatre,  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WANTED  TO  LEASE  — Theatre  in 
southern  town,  1,000  or  more  population. 
Neal  Robinson,  Fort  Walton,  Fla. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

THEATRE,  Kentucky  county  seat  town. 
Has  possibilities.  Cheap  for  cash.  F. 
Shafer,  Washington,  Ind. 

RIVOLI  THEATRE,  St.  Joseph  Mo.  For 
sale.  Complete  with  Western  Electric 
sound  system.  850  seats  and  screen.  A 
real  bargain.  Inquire  at  Rivoli  Theatre. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  imbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST — 20  years  experience. 
References.  Box  321,  Boxoffice,  9 Rocke- 
feller Plaza,  New  York. 

PROJECTIONIST — Thoroughly  experi- 
enced Powers,  Simplex.  Handle  any  equip- 
ment. Sober,  reliable,  salary  low.  Glenn 
F.  Smith,  Wichita,  Kansas. 

MY  PRESENT  100%  Manager-Opera- 
tor for  five  years  now  at  liberty.  Reason: 
My  son  entering  partnership  with  me.  If 
interested,  here’s  your  man.  B-1299,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

PROJECTIONIST— 23  years  old.  Single, 
go  anywhere.  Lee  Wright,  Box  68,  Estes 
Park,  Colo. 


THEATRE  CONSTRUCTION— REMODELING 

THEATRE  ARCHITECTS.  30  years  ex- 
perience. Associated  in  every  state.  30- 
35%  savings.  R.  Levine  Co.,  1235  So.  Wa- 
bash Ave.,  Chicago,  HI. 

ARTISTIC  PAINTING  AND  DECORAT- 
ING for  theatres.  Sketches-Estimates  sub- 
mitted; anywhere.  H.  Eisman,  630  9th 
Ave.,  Circle  6-6285,  New  York  City. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

HOTEL  NEWK:  FOR  SALE.  Burling- 
ton, Kas.  Full  4 nights  of  the  week.  Mak- 
ing good  money  for  small  hotel.  About  20 
rooms.  I want  to  retire.  Will  take  in  some 
good  renting  property.  Will  answer  all  let- 
ters. First  time  ever  for  sale.  J.  J.  New- 
comb, Burlington,  Kansas. 


PRINTING 

LETTERHEADS  AND  ENVELOPES— 
500  8^"xll"  sheets  and  500  6%  envelopes, 
on  good  grade  white  bond  paper,  black  ink. 
Up  to  5 lines  of  type,  $4.95  postpaid.  Send 
copy  and  check  with  order.  Paul  Miller 
Printing  Co.,  4806  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


BOOKS 

FREE — The  handy  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


For  Results 

Advertise  in  the  CLEARING  HOUSE. 
Its  Service  Can’t  Be  Beat. 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB,  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 
Whatever  you  want  — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  “AD  ORDER”  BLANK 

BOXOFnCE, 

4804  East  Ninth  St.  ,,r*f  « . x<  4 insertions 

Kansas  City.  Mo.  | p^ce  of  3 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad..  times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE.  Here- 
with is  check  □ cosh  □ Money  order  □ in  the  amount  of  $ 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSmCATION  WANTED  


Name  and  address  should  be  included  in  the  word  count. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  16,  1940 


e Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  pnblication  date. 
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Theatre  managements  are  recovering  its  full  cost  b'j 
selling  advertising  space  to  stores,  shops,  fountains 
cafeterias,  laundries  and  neighborhood  firms,  thereb'j 
obtaining  it  each  week  without  adding  a penny  to  op 
erating  overhead. 


You  can  do  this  with  equal  success  for  YOUR  thea 
tre.  Write  now  for  sample  issues.  When  samples  read 
you  sign  and  mail  us  your  contract  (with  check)  o: 
form  at  bottom  of  page. 


lAan*'?®’’" 


MOVIE  TIME,  printed  on  magazine  quality  stock,  i 
a business  builder,  a patronage  stimulant  and  it  give 
you  each  week  a newspaper  with  your  own  theatre' 
name,  with  exclusive  rights  in  your  patronage  area. 


Read  the  reproduced  letter  showing  how  one  of 
the  aggressive  managers  of  a unit  of  the  New  York 
City  Bolognino  circuit  feels  about  Movie  Time  and 
its  values  for  his  successful  uptown  neighborhood 
house. 


You  can  get  it  on  a 13-week  trial  contract  witho 
committing  yourself  for  a year.  Many  theatres  followin 
a 13- week  trial  order  then  signed  for  a year  ahead  t 
keep  so  valuable  a mediiun  from  getting  into  the  hand 
of  an  opposition  house. 


. 


PRINTING  SYNDICATE  COMPANY,  Date 1940 

4804  East  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Please  enter  our  order  for weekly  copies  of  MOVIE  TIME  for  use  by  the 

(Quantity) 

Theatre  each  week  for  a minimum  of  13  weeks,  starting  with  the  first  available 

issue  after  receipt  of  this  order,  and  continuing  thereafter  subject  to  cancellation  on  15  days  notice  in  writing. 

We  agree  to  pay  $ each  week,  two  weeks  in  advance  of  shipments,  each  of  which  will 

contain  a two  weeks'  supply  of  MOVIE  TIME  for  our  use. 

Check  for  the  first  two  weeks'  supply  accompanies  this  order  and  it  is  agreed  that  remittances  will  be 
sent  for  each  subsequent  two  weeks'  supply  in  advance  of  shipment,  otherwise  shipment  will  be  sent  C.  O.  D. 

MOVIE  TIME  is  to  be  sent  flat  so  that  imprinting  can  be  made  on  front  and  back  pages  at  the  same  time. 
Space  for  theatre  name  imprint  is  provided  above  the  name  MOVIE  TIME  and  for  date  line  beneath  it  on 
the  front  page;  the  back  page  is  entirely  blank  for  theatre's  imprinting  in  any  manner  that  it  sees  fit. 

It  is  understood  that  we  have  exclusive  privilege  on  MOVIE  TIME  in  the  above  named  theatre's  com- 
munity or  business  zone. 

Signed  by 


Name  of  Theatre 


.Address 


'COMFORT  AND  THE  BLOCKS,"  AN  EDITORIAL  ON  THE  CONSENT  DECREE  . . 


'MPTOATO  CONTINUE  WARFARE  ON  DECREE  EVEN  IF  SIGNED"^KUYKENDALL 


STATES  . . . PERCENTAGE  REPORTS  ON  FIRST  RUN  DATES  . . . FEATURE  AND  SHORT 


SUBJECT  REVIEWS  . . . "THE  REVIEW  DIGEST,"  A CONSENSUS  OF  TRADEPAPER 

" ' 


OPINION  . . . "THE  EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY"  . . . AND  THE  "BOOKING  CHART' 


THE  NEW 

ESCAPE 

CLAUSE! 

• 

In  the  event  that  a picture  should  immedi- 
ately establish  itself  as  a sensational  box- 
office  attraction  — 

For  instance,  if  it  should  be  playing  a 
3rd  week  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  N.  Y. 
and  continue  to  do  outstanding  business — 

Likewise,  if  in  all  early  bookings  such  as 
cities  like  Philadelphia,  San  Francisco, 

Detroit,  Denver,  Akron,  Cleveland,  Harris- 
burg, Reading,  Memphis,  etc.,  it  should  be 
an  extraordinary  commercial  success  — 

In  such  an  instance,  it  is  agreed  that  the  show- 
men of  America  should  clear  their  booking 
schedules  to  permit  long  and  successful 
extended  engagements  of  such  a picture. 

Such  a picture  is  M-G-M’s  "'ESCAPE'^  starring 
NORMA  SHEARER,  ROBERT  TAYLOR  with 
Conrad  Veidt,  Nazimova,  Felix  Bressart, 

Albert  Bassermann,  Philip  Dorn,  Bonita 
Granville.  A Mervyn  LeRoy  Production. 

Screen  Play  by  Arch  Oboler  and  Marguerite 
Roberts.  Based  on  the  novel  '^Escape''  by 
Ethel  Vance.  Produced  by  Lawrence 
Weingarten.  Directed  by  Mervyn  LeRoy. 
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COMFORT  AND  THE  BLOCKS 


Last  week  the  effort  was  made  on  this  page  to 
demonstrate  the  decree  would  be  no  rainbow  fol- 
lowing the  storm.  It  is  only  a minor  secret  anyway 
to  tell  you  confidentially  that  approach  to  the  tune  of 
'T'm  Nobody's  Baby"  was  written  before  interventionists 
had  their  very  full  say  before  Judge  Goddard. 

But  it  is  gratifying  and  confirmatory  to  note  how  fully 
James  V.  Hayes,  special  assistant  to  the  attorney  general 
and  spokesman  on  that  day  for  the  government  as  well 
as  the  five  consenting  majors,  backed  up  the  point  of 
view.  "No  one  considers  the  provisions  of  the  decree  a 
panacea,”  he  declared.  "At  the  same  time  both  de- 
fendants and  the  government  believe  it  is  infinitely  to 
be  preferred  to  years  of  litigation  with  the  possibility  at 
the  end  of  that  the  chaos  that  will  result  from  divorce- 
ment. It  is  the  hope  and  desire  of  all  that  it  will  bring 
to  the  industry  a degree  of  peace  and  good  feeling. 
Events  may  prove  its  failure.  Should  that  occur,  there 
may  be  no  alternative  but  for  the  government  to  press 
the  suit.” 

This  strikes  as  a rational  and  well-seasoned  statement. 
Also  a cautious  one,  suggesting  clearly  enough  as  of 
necessity  it  must  be,  that  no  one  can  successfully,  or 
with  complete  accuracy,  diagnose  the  future  under  a 
system  not  previously  employed.  The  principals  in  the 
anti-trust  suit,  in  actuality,  are  admitting  the  decree  may 
turn  out  to  be  a failure.  Yet  on  the  other  side  of  the 
picture,  opposing  exhibitors  are  insisting,  in  advance, 
that  it  will  be.  It  becomes  reasonable  to  inquire  how , 
the  antis  can  be  so  certain. 

We  are  not  attempting  to  draw  final  conclusions,  for 
the  obvious  uncertainties  which  assail  the  entire  issue 
assail  us,  too.  For  our  part,  we  are  endeavoring  merely 
to  remain  cool  and  collected  and  apart  from  heat  and 
a coloration  of  judgment  painted  by  special  viewpoints 
bouncing  off  the  sounding  board  on  behalf  of  special  in- 
terests. 

It  is  in  that  precise  connection,  however,  that  we  spec- 
ulate if  the  opposition  is  so  unalterably  against  the 
decree  because  it  fails  to  give  all  it  is  after  or,  perhaps, 
because  it  threatens  what  it  now  has — all  the  comfort, 
convenience  and  security  enjoyed  under  the  present 
system,"  as  Abram  F.  Myers  describes  it.  We  wonder, 
as  we  also  understand  how  normal  either  or  both  of  these 
reactions  must  be  regarded. 

Further.  We  find  ourselves  curious  about  changes  in 
front  which  a handful  of  weeks  can  bring  about  and 
what  may  lurk  behind  them.  That  curiosity  returns  the 


discussion  to  Myers  and  his  opposition  voiced  for  Allied. 
His  words: 

"The  decree  does  not  abolish  block  booking.  Section  III 
(a)  merely  provides  that,  beginning  next  year,  the  five  con- 
senting defendants  shall  not  license  more  than  five  pictures 
in  a single  group  ... 

"It  is  a condition  of  their  (the  exhibitors')  business  that  they 
must  contract  for  pictures  far  in  advance  of  the  actual  exhibi- 
tion thereof  . . . The  long-standing  custom  of  contracting  in 
advance  for  a distributor's  yearly  output  of  pictures  has 
evolved  from  the  necessities  of  the  case  and,  except  for  abuses 
which  can  be  remedied  without  destroying  the  practice,  has 
served  the  exhibitors  well  . . . 

"Under  the  present  system  of  buying  yearly  outputs  in 
advance,  the  exhibitor  is  assured  that  the  necessary  pictures 
will  be  forthcoming  when  needed.  Moreover,  he  is  enabled  to 
purchase  his  product  during  the  selling  season  and  then  to 
devote  his  attention  and  energies  to  operation  and  exploita- 
tion . . . Thus,  he  enjoys  a security  under  the  present  system 
which  he  does  not  think  should  be  taken  from  him. 

"Under  the  new  and  untried  system  evolved  in  conferences 
in  which  the  exhibitor  did  not  participate,  all  the  comfort, 
convenience  and  security  enjoyed  under  the  present  system 
are  wiped  out.  The  number  of  groups  of  completed  pictures 
which  any  distributor  con  offer  at  any  one  time  is  limited  to  the 
amount  of  capital  available.  We  have  no  assurance — not 
even  an  indication — as  to  how  many  this  will  be,  . . . 

"It  is  true  that  the  present  system  of  compulsory  block 
booking  and  blind  selling  harbors  many  abuses  and  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  complaint  . . . the  Neely  bill  permitted 
pictures  to  be  sold  in  advance  and  in  such  quantities  as 
could  be  agreed  upon,  provided  they  were  identified  by 
synopses  and  the  exhibitors  were  not  required  to  contract  for 
pictures  they  did  not  want  in  order  to  acquire  the  pictures  they 
desired." 

Now  flip  the  calendar.  The  place:  Atlantic  City;  the 
date:  September  27;  the  occasion:  Allied  of  New  Jersey's 
convention.  The  decree  was  being  chewed  up  on  that 
day,  too,  but  the  approach  was  different.  Myers  and  his 
words  then: 

"Lastly,  all  has  not  been,  said  in  reference  to  the  five-block 
plan  that  can  be  said.  No  one  is  advocating  it,  no  one  wants 
it,  in  its  present  form.  But,  assuming  that  it  will  come  to  pass 
whether  we  want  it  or  not,  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  merely 
wringing  our  hands  and  crying  about  it.  The  intelligent  thing 
to  do  is  to  put  our  heads  together  and  figure  out  how  to  make 
the  best  of  a bad  bargain  . . . 

"No  one  likes  an  upset  in  his  routine  or  habits;  persons  ac- 
customed to  taking  it  easy  do  not  like  to  be  suddenly  called 
back  to  work.  The  five-block  plan  will  work  a hardship  on 
the  exhibitor  who  likes  to  buy  his  pictures  in  the  fall  and  then 
turn  his  theatre  over  to  his  manager  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  It  will  be  bad  news  for  the  exhibitor  who  likes  to  spend 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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GET  YOUR  SHARE  OF  THAT  MOHEY,  NOW! 
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COURT  SIGNS  DECREE,  ARRITRATION  RULES; 
VAN  VECHTEN  VEEDER  APPEALS  CHAIRMAN 


How  It  All  Looks  Now 

- ■ — J 

New  York — A blow-by-blow,  word-by-word  comparison  of  the  decree  and  rules 
of  arbitration  and  appeals  reveals  a number  of  changes  since  their  publication  in 
Boxoffice  of  November  2. 

That  was  the  issue  which  contained  the  decree  dated  October  25  and  the  rules 
of  arbitration  and  appeals  dated  October  28  as  formally  made  public  by  the  depart- 
ment of  justice.  They  now  compare  with  the  revised  text  made  available  under  date 
of  November  14.  Unless  otherwise  specified  new,  or  changed,  material  appears  in 
bold  type — for  the  decree  below  and  on  the  left;  for  the  rules  of  arbitration  below 
and  on  the  right; 


November  14  Text  Stands; 
To  Nome  Other  Appeals 
Board  Membeirs  Soon 

New  York — It’s  all  over.  Federal  Judge 
Henry  Warren  Goddard  at  2:15,  Novem- 
ber 20,  signed  the  consent  decree,  rules 
and  regulations  on  arbitration  and  ap- 
peals and  brought  to  a conclusion  the  long- 
pending  anti-trust  suit  against  the  “Big 
Five” — Loew’s,  Inc.,  Paramount,  RKO 
Radio,  20th  Century-Fox  and  Warner  Bros. 

At  the  same  time.  Judge  Goddard  signed 
an  order  naming  Van  Vechten  Veeder  of 
New  York  as  chairman  of  the  appeals 
board  at  a salary  of  $20,000  annually.  The 
other  two  appointments  on  the  board  are 
to  be  made  later.  Veeder,  who  starts  his 
duties  at  once,  is  a former  judge  and  a 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Burlingham, 
Veeder,  Clark  and  Hupper,  with  offices  at 
27  Williams  St.  here.  He  is  73  years  old. 

With  the  signing  of  the  decree  and  the 
accompanying  arbitration  structure,  not 
one  change  was  made  from  the  text  sub- 
mitted by  the  department  of  justice  when 
a public  hearing  was  held  before  Judge 
Goddard  on  November  14,  it  is  learned. 

A special  unit  is  being  set  up  by  the 
justice  department  to  oversee  the  opera- 
tion of  the  decree  and  arbitration,  as  set 
forth  in  the  decree  itself.  It  is  under- 
stood several  department  members  who 
have  been  working  on  the  decree  probably 
will  be  assigned  to  this  newly  created  unit. 
One  is  expected  to  be  Robert  L.  Wright, 
who  handled  a great  deal  of  the  investiga- 
tion for  the  government  and  conducted 
lengthy  preliminary  examinations  before 
trial. 

Veeder  was  born  in  Schenectady  July  4, 
1867.  He  attended  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Columbia  University,  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  Illinois  bar  in  1890,  and  to 
the  New  York  bar  in  1900.  He  was  judge 
in  the  U.  S.  district  court  for  the  eastern 
district  of  New  York  from  1911  to  1917, 
and  has  been  connected  with  his  present 
law  firm  since  1918.  He  was  president  of 
the  Maritime  Law  Ass’n  of  the  U.  S.  from 
1930  to  1936,  is  advisor  on  torts  from  the 
American  Law  Institute  and  a member  of 
the  bar  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Schlaiier  Resignation 
From  UA  Expected 

New  York — The  resignation  of  L.  Jack 
Schlaifer  as  United  Artists  vice-president 
in  charge  of  western  sales  was  confidently 
expected  as  the  stockholders  met  in  Holly- 
wood to  re-elect  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  Harry 
D.  Buckley  and  Harry  Gold  as  vice-presi- 
dents. 

It  is  understood  that  some  discussions 
have  been  held  with  Jules  Levey,  former 
RKO  sales  head  and  now  an  independent 
producer  releasing  through  Universal,  to 
assume  Schlaifer’s  duties.  These  conver- 
sations, however,  are  said  to  be  in  the 
skirminishing  stage  only. 

Hollywood  reports  indicate  that  UA  is 
endeavoring  to  purchase  the  one-fifth 
stock  interest  held  by  the  Fairbanks  estate, 
and  that  Walter  Wanger  is  trying  to 
acquire  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  similar  block. 


The  Decree 

Section  I has  an  additional  paragraph, 
entirely  new: 

The  petitioner  not  having  offered  any  proof  of 
its  allegations  that  defendants  have  violated  the 
anti-trust  laws,  and  defendants  having  denied 
each  and  every  such  allegation,  this  court  has 
not  determined  or  adjudicated  and  by  this  decree 
does  not  deternune  or  adjudicate,  and  this  is  not 
a decree  to  the  effect  that  any  of  said  defendants 
has  violated  or  is  now  violating  any  of  such  laws, 
or  any  other  statutes;  and  this  decree  relates  sole- 
ly to  future  conduct  herein  below  specified  and 
is  not  based  upon  any  finding,  determination,  or 
adjudication  that  any  right  or  statute  has  yet 
been  or  is  now  being  violated. 

Section  XXII  has  a new  first  paragraph 
which  reads: 

1.  — The  method  and  conditions  of  and  the  pro- 
cedure for  the  arbitration  of  claims  and  contro- 
Nersies  hereinbefore  provided  for  in  this  decree, 
as  well  as  the  arbitration  of  claims  and  contro- 
versies provided  for  in  any  decree  referring  to  this 
decree  which  may  be  entered  by  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  northern  district  of 
Illinois,  eastern  division,  in  an  action  entitled 
“United  States  of  America,  petitioner,  against 
Balaban  and  Ivatz  Corp.,  et  al.,  defendants," 
modifying  a consent  decree  entered  in  said  action 
on  April  6,  1933,  and  the  arbitration  of  claims  and 
controversies  provided  for  in  any  decree  referring 
to  this  decree  wliich  may  be  entered  by  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern 
district  of  California,  central  division,  in  an  ac- 
tion entitled  “United  States  of  America,  plaintiff, 
vs.  West  Coast  Theatres,  Inc.,  et  al.,  defend- 
ants” modifying  a consent  decree  entered 
in  said  action  on  August  31,  1930,  shall  be  as 
specified  in  this  section  and  in  the  rules  of  arbi- 
tration and  appeals  which  are  provided  for  here- 
inafter. 

Paragraph  2 of  this  same  section  under- 
goes a language  switch  to  read: 

2.  — An  arbitration  system  for  the  arbitration  of 
claims  and  controversies  referred  to  in  this  de- 
cree shall  be  administered  by  an  impartial  Ad- 
ministrator. 

Paragraph  5,  same  section,  is  unchanged 
except  that  hitherto  unfilled  references 
pertaining  to  arbitration  budgets  are 
rounded  out  to  place  the  first  year’s  total 
budget  at  $490,000  and  each  year  there- 
after at  $465,000  except  that  the  court  may 
increase  the  budget  not  exceeding  an  addi- 
tional $50,000  in  any  one  year. 

Paragraph  6,  same  section,  is  amended 
to  read  as  follows: 

6.  Each  arbitrator  shall  be  selected  and  each 
arbitration  proceeding  shall  be  conducted  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  Rules  of  Arbitration 
and  Appeals  which  are  filed  herewith  and  are 
hereby  approved.  Such  Rules  may  be  amended 
or  added  to  from  time  to  time  by  the  Admin- 
istrator with  the  approval  of  a majority  of  the 
Appeal  Board  upon  notice  to  the  Petitioner  and 
to  the  distributor  defendants  of  such  proposed 
amendments  or  additions  and  an  opportunity  for 
a hearing  thereon.  No  amendment  of  or  addition 
to  such  Rules  shall  change  the  qualifications  of 
arbitrators  as  set  forth  in  Rule  II  of  such  rules 
or  deny  to  any  exhibitor  or  distributor  defendant 
the  right  to  intervene  as  a party  in  any  pro- 

(Continued  on  page  18) 


Arhitration 

Section  I of  the  rules  of  arbitration  and 
appeal  is  widely  changed  and,  therefore, 
published  in  full: 

An  arbitration  proceeding  shall  be  initiated  by 
fiiing  with  the  Cierk  of  the  Tribunai  having  juris- 
diction of  the  controversy  a demand  for  arbitra- 
tion and  a submission  as  provided  in  Subdivision 
9 of  Section  XXII  of  the  decree,  and  by  paying  a 
fiiing  fee  of  $10  to  the  Cierk  of  the  Tribunal. 

Filed  herewith  and  made  a part  of  these  rules 
is  a map  showing  the  territory  throughout  which 
each  Arbitration  Tribunal  shall  have  jurisdiction 
(each  of  which  territories  is  hereinafter  called  an 
Arbitration  District)  and  the  city  in  each  such 
Arbitration  Di.striet  in  which  the  Arbitration 
Tribunal  shall  be  located.  The  Tribunal  having 
jurisdiction  in  a partieidar  proceeding  shall  be 
the  Tribunal  maintained  pursuant  to  Section  XXII 
of  the  decree  in  the  Arbitration  District  in  which 
the  complainant’s  theatre  is  located,  except  that 
when  a distributor  institutes  an  arbitration  pro- 
ceeding the  Tribunal  having  jurisdiction  shaU  be 
the  Tribunal  in  the  Arbitration  District  in  which 
the  theatre  involved  is  located. 

The  demand  for  arbitration  shali  be  signed  by 
the  compiainant  and  shail  set  forth; 

The  name  and  address  of  the  compiaining  party; 
the  name  and  the  address  of  each  theatre  involved 
in  the  controversy;  the  name  and  address  of  each 
exhibitor  or  distributor  against  whom  complaint 
is  made  (hereafter  sometimes  referred  to  as  a 
defending  party);  the  name  and  address  of  each 
other  exhibitor  or  distributor  whose  business  or 
property  it  is  believed  by  the  complainant  may 
be  affected  by  an  award  in  the  proceeding;  and 
a brief  statement  in  simple  language  of  the  claim 
and  the  relief  sought. 

At  the  same  time  of  filing  the  demand  the 
complainant  shall  deliver  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  sufficient  copies  of  the  demand  to  en- 
able the  Clerk  to  deliver  one  copy  to  each  defend- 
ing party  and  to  each  other  exhibitor  and  dis- 
tributor named  in  the  Demand,  and  the  Clerk 
shall  forthwith  make  such  delivery. 

Within  seven  days  after  the  date  on  which  the 
Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  delivers  a copy  of  the  De- 
mand to  a defending  party,  such  party  may  sign 
and  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  a list 
giving  the  name  and  address  of  each  exhibitor 
or  distributor  not  named  in  the  Demand  whose 
business  or  property  it  is  believed  by  such  party 
may  be  affected  by  an  award  in  tlie  proceeding. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  de- 
liver a copy  of  the  Demand  to  each  exhibitor  and 
distributor  named  in  any  list  filed  by  a defend- 
ing ijarty. 

An  exhibitor  or  distributor  named  either  in  the 
Demand  or  in  any  list  filed  by  any  defending 
party  and  any  other  exhibitor  or  distributor  w'hose 
business  or  i>roperty  may  be  affected  by  an  award 
in  the  proceeding,  may  at  any  time  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  first  hearing  intervene  and 
thereby  become  a party  to  the  proceeding  by 
filing  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  a statement 
which  shall  set  forth  his  interest  as  an  intervenor 
in  the  proceeding  and  a submission  as  provided  in 
Subdivision  9 of  Section  XXII  of  the  decree  and 
by  paying  a filing  fee  of  $10  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Tribunal.  The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall 
forthwith  deliver  notice  of  each  intervention  to 
each  other  part.v  to  the  proceeding. 

Any  party  who  intervenes  more  than  15  days 
after  the  filing  of  the  Demand  shall  not  be  en- 
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BOXOFFICE  ::  November  23,  1940 


LET  YOUR  FANS  CUT  LOOSE 
AND  RAISE  THE  ROOF!! 


Showmanize  yourself  for  a 
series  of  stunt  “nights’ ' and 
gag  promotions  with  the 
picture  made  for  that  ex- 
press purpose— to  give  the 
fans  their  big  chance  to 
HISS  THE  VILLAIN-OUT  / » 
LOUD!  . . Every  help  and 
suggestion  on  things  to  do 
for  novelty  presentations 
in  the  press  book.  Book  it 
for  this  special  purpose—  , 


HUGH  HERBERT  • ANITA 
LOUISE  • ALAN  MOWBRAY 
BUSTER  KEATON  • JOYCE 
COMPTON  • RICHARD 
CROMWELL  • BILLY  GILBERT 
MARGARET  HAMILTON  • DIANE 
FISHER  •CHARLES  JUDEIS 

Produced  by  HAROLD  B.  FRANKLIN 
Directed  by  EDWARD  CLINE 

Screen  Play  by  FAbert  Franklin 


^DJO 

PIGTURES 


CONSENT  DECREE  APPROVAL  HEADS  INDDSTRY 
INTO  TRIAL  OF  COMMERCIAL  "APPEASEMENT" 


Sees  Production 
Boost  Necessary 


New  York — As  Paramount  heads  into 
the  “uncharted  seas’’  of  the  1941-42  sell- 
ing season  to  conform  to  terms  of  the  con- 
sent decree  it  envisions  increased  produc- 
tion— with  likened  costs — and  decentral- 
ized sales  of  pictures  that  will,  for  actual 
release  purposes,  depend  upon  the  exhibi- 
tor’s willingness  to  date  and  book  as  soon 
as  the  films  are  screened. 

This  is  the  highlight  of  an  interview 
with  Barney  Balaban,  president,  upon  his 
return  from  a coast  meeting  with  Para- 
mount theatre  partners  and  studio  execu- 
tives to  discuss  problems  confronting  them 
under  current  operations  and  those  pic- 
tured for  the  future. 

Although  the  specific  nature  of  what 
would  happen  under  blocks  of  five  selling 
cannot  be  clearly  defined  imtil  operations 
get  under  way,  Balaban  observed  the  suc- 
cess of  the  plan  would  undoubtedly  hinge 
on  the  rigidity  of  exhibitor  acceptance  of 
the  blocks  as  they  are  set  up.  “Generally 
speaking,  we  must  think  in  terms  of  the 
group  ‘as  is’,’’  he  commented,  “because 
switching  packages  might  create  chaos  for 
subsequent  runs.”  In  this  respect  he  made 
it  rather  clear  that  second  and  third  runs 
would  more  or  less  have  to  depend  on  prior 
runs  booking  blocks  as  they  are  proffered, 
because  “we  cannot  afford  to  dissipate 
product  and  release  blindly.” 

Asked  to  what  extent  he  thought  ex- 
hibitors would  take  advantage  of  bargain- 
ing for  revisions  in  each  group  sale,  Bala- 
ban took  the  position  the  release  of  films 
will  largely  be  determined  at  that  point 
where  sufficient  dates  justify  and  that  if 
constant  switching  of  group  units  takes 
place  it  will  block  smooth  distribution. 

Time  Will  Shade  Views 

The  Paramount  president  made  it  plain 
his  current  observations,  as  well  as  those 
of  his  “cabinet”  on  production  and  sales 
are  such  that  they  will  undoubtedly  under- 
go change  as  the  effect  of  the  decree  be- 
comes operative.  Therefore,  he  declared, 
some  territories  may  find  product  avail- 
able faster  than  others  as  the  plan  becomes 
operative,  but  that  as  experience  widens 
the  burrs  will  be  removed. 

This  view  is  particularly  true,  he  said,  in 
re.spect  to  who  is  going  to  have  to  do  more 
traveling  when  blocks  of  five  sales  go  into 
effect — the  salesmen  or  the  exhibitors. 
“Some  exhibitors  may  be  hurt  while  oth- 
ers may  be  helped. 

“We  are  headed  for  geographical  sell- 
ing and  geographical  releases.  We  will 
have  ample  product.  If  the  market  is 
there,  and  exhibitors  book  and  date  prod- 
uct as  they  see  it  screened,  releases  will  be 
accelerated.” 

Although  declining  to  estimate  the  addi- 
tional cost  to  the  company  the  new  sell- 
ing method  will  impose,  he  considered  it  to 
be  “substantial.”  “It  is  our  plan  to  make 
groups  as  attractive  as  possible;  more  so 
than  ever  before.  We  could  make  cancel- 
lation pictures,  but  we  don’t  want  to.  We 
have  the  money  and  more  creative  man- 
power than  ever  before.” 


Arbitration  Via  14- Year- 
Old  System  Supplants 
Battles  in  Courts 


New  York — The  moment  the  ink  dried 
on  the  signature  of  Federal  Judge  Henry 
W.  Goddard  approving  the  consent  de- 
cree, the  “Big  Five”  and  the  country’s 
exhibitors  became  feature  players  in  an 
arbitration  picture  which  has  been  run- 
ning in  1,600  cities  for  over  14  years. 

Produced,  distributed  and  operated  by 
the  American  Arbitration  Ass’n,  this  pic- 
ture is  one  of  a nation-wide  system  which 
settles  trade  disputes  out-of-court.  That 
this  method  of  commercial  “appeasement” 
has  been  proven  to  be  good  boxoffice  for 
thousands  of  business  men  all  over  the 
country  seems  to  be  evident  in  the  fact 
that  over  400  trade  groups  have  come 
to  use  arbitration  as  the  standard  ap- 
proach for  avoiding  the  costs,  delays  and 
ill-will  of  formal  court  actions. 

In  its  14  years  of  operation,  the  AAA’s 
machinery  has  been  responsible  for  the 
settlement  of  over  20,000  controversies  in- 
volving amounts  ranging  from  $5  to 
$2,000,000.  What  it  has  done  for  business 
in  general,  the  AAA  from  now  on  will  at- 
tempt to  do  for  the  industry — provide  a 
simple,  inexpensive,  speedy  and  impartial 
remedy  for  settling  disputes  between  dis- 
tributors and  exhibitors. 

Because  it  has  functioned  quietly  and 
without  the  fanfare  of  publicity,  the  ar- 
bitration processes  of  the  AAA  have  best 
been  known  by  its  users.  A flashback  of 
the  files,  however,  reveals  that  many  ex- 
hibitors in  the  east  have  had  more  than 
a nodding  acquaintance  with  the  AAA,  for 
many  trade  disputes  have  come  before  its 
out-of-court  tribunals  for  settlement. 

However,  for  those  who  are  unfamiliar 
with  the  AAA’s  background.  Boxoffice 
presents  a brief  summary  and  an  outline 
of  how  it  functions. 

The  AAA  was  founded  in  1926  by  a 
group  of  well-known  business  men.  It 
seems  to  be  no  secret  now,  and  it  appar- 
ently wasn’t  at  that  early  date,  that  the 
courts  are  overcrowded.  Records  seem  to 
indicate  a majority  of  trade  squabbles  are, 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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M-G-M  Sees  Added 
Cost  of  $400M0 

New  York — A shift  from  current  selling 
methods  to  blocks  of  five  under  the  pro- 
posed consent  decree  will  cost  M-G-M 
approximately  $400,000  annually,  accord- 
ing to  I.  Robert  Rubin,  general  counsel, 
who  was  the  company's  spokesman  in 
the  negotiations. 

Most  of  the  money  will  be  spent  on 
additional  detail  work  on  contracts  and 
booking,  the  attorney  points  out.  A large 
slice  of  the  additional  cost  also  will  go 
to  salesmen  to  be  added  to  the  present 
field  force. 

VS  ■ - ^ 


Intervention  Not 
Held  a Precedent 

Washington — Intervention  of  the  ex- 
hibitors in  the  consent  decree  proceedings 
in  New  York  represented  a new  departure 
in  department  of  justice  anti-trust  en- 
forcement, but  was  neither  a precedent  nor 
a recognition  of  a precedent. 

Department  officials  point  out  any  in- 
terested party  has  a right  to  make  his 
views  known  on  any  matter  coming  before 
the  government,  explaining  that  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  exhibitors  before  Judge 
Goddard  was  merely  an  extension  of  that 
right  brought  about  by  the  peculiar  setup 
in  the  motion  picture  industry. 

At  the  present  time,  a rather  similar 
suit  against  the  oil  industry  is  pending  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  federal  court,  but 
in  event  a consent  decree  is  worked  out 
there  the  retailers  probably  will  not  have 
similar  privileges  even  though  the  setup 
and  practices  in  the  two  industries  are  very 
similar.  This,  it  is  explained,  will  be  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  commodities  involved 
are  different  in  that  the  exhibitor  buys  a 
new  product  at  every  purchase  while  the 
filling-station  operator  buys  the  same 
products  all  the  time. 

The  appearance  of  the  exhibitors  so  far 
to  the  front  in  the  film  suit  was  a recog- 
nition of  the  perishable  nature  of  the 
product  and  the  extensive  barrage  of  op- 
position which  had  been  laid  down  by  the 
theatre  owners  and  the  understandable  de- 
sire of  the  department  to  protect  itself  in 
every  possible  way  from  the  charge  it  had 
not  fully  considered  the  decree  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  exhibitor. 

In  no  other  industry  would  the  retailer 
be  affected  in  the  same  way  as  the  ex- 
hibitors of  motion  pictures  by  a change 
in  distribution  methods.  The  only  trade 
in  which  a stock  of  goods  is  not  carried 
on  the  shelves,  any  interruption  in  the 
flow  of  product  would  be  disastrous.  The 
theatre  seat  is  one  of  the  few  things  which 
if  not  sold  today  will  never  be  sold,  there- 
fore it  is  important  that  nothing  stand  in 
the  way  of  that  sale. 

It  was  because  these  factors  were  so  im- 
portant that  the  exhibitors  were  given 
their  day  in  court  and  their  opportunity 
to  convince  Judge  Goddard  that  the  de- 
partment of  justice  had  not  developed  the 
best  possible  answer  to  the  problem. 


Says  Decree  Effect  Gauge 
Must  Trail  Test  Period 

New  York — “Exhibitors  won’t  know  how 
the  consent  decree  works  until  they 
operate  under  it;  then  they  will  begin 
to  learn,”  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.  stated  upon 
his  arrival  from  St.  Louis  for  one  of  his 
periodic  brief  visits. 

After  reading  the  contents  of  the  de- 
cree, Arthur  himself  has  been  trying  to 
figure  out  what  it  is  all  about.  He  said 
his  trip  to  New  York  was  for  the  opening 
of  Kay  Kyser  in  person  and  on  the  screen 
at  the  Roxy. 
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MASTER  DETECTIVE 
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most  famous  sleuth  of  modern  times! 


Ralph  Bellamy 
a.  ELLERY  QUEEN 

with 

Margaret  Lindsay 
as  NIKKI  PORTER 


ELLERY  QUEEN 


Master  Detective 


-iih  Charley  Grapewin 

James  Burke  * Michael  Whalen 
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All  the  talk's  been  about  blocks 
of  five  now,  with  cancellations 
passing  into  the  covers  of  the  cellu- 
loid history  book.  But  before  the 
cover  slams  down  and  because  it 
might  possibly  have  a bearing  on 
the  background  of  the  deliberations 
which  crystallized  into  the  five-block 
proposal,  here  is  the  approach  of 
a well-known  exhibitor: 

"Distributors  have  argued  it 
has  been  out  of  the  question  to 
further  liberalize  cancellation 
provisions  under  block  selling. 
Let's  take  a look  for  the  fun  of 
it,  if  for  no  other  reason: 

"I  think  it  self-evident  that,  if 
there  is  a market  for  all  of  the 
product  in  a given  community, 
the  theatreman  would  play  all 
of  the  product  even  if  he  had  a 
100  per  cent  cancellation  right 
simply  because  he  would  need 
the  film.  I don't  know  of  any 
house  that  closes  on  a certain 
day  or  days  merely  because  the 
operator  couldn't  find  a good 
picture.  Exhibitors,  as  you 
know,  don't  do  that.  When  their 
situation  calls  for  all  of  the 
product,  they  just  run  it  and  call 
it  a day. 

"However,  there  naturally  are 
some  communities  where  there 
is  no  market  for  all  of  the  prod- 
uct. In  those  circumstances, 
the  exhibitor  would  indulge  in 


his  time  at  the  broker's  office  instead 
of  in  his  theatre.  But  to  the  exhibitor 
who  devotes  his  entire  time  and 
energy  to  his  business,  who  is  com- 
petent to  match  wits  with  all  comers, 
the  outlook  may  not  be  so  dork  as  it 
has  been  painted. 

"This  much  is  certain,  whatever  the 
demand,  the  product  will  be  forth- 
coming to  meet  it.  I have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  producers,  in  order  to 
be  prepared  for  any  contingency,  now 
have  completed  or  in  advanced  stage 
of  production  more  pictures  than  at 
any  time  in  the  history  of  the  busi- 
ness. My  guess  is  that,  if  the  five 
group  plan  goes  into  effect,  no  dis- 
tributor will  offer  less  than  four  or  five 
such  groups  at  a time.  This  does  not 
mean  the  exhibitor  will  have  to  take 
them,  but  they  will  be  there  if 
wanted.” 

The  approach  to  the  same  prob- 
lem was  different  with  one  excep- 
tion. At  Atlantic  City,  Myers  over- 
toned the  inconvenience  to  the  ex- 


some  cancellation.  But  my  point 
is  that,  no  matter  what  or  how 
many  he  may  eliminate,  he 
will  continue  to  run  every  day 
and  the  only  reason  he  would 
cancel  would  be  to  get  what  he 
thinks  is  a better  picture  than 
the  one  he  has  tossed  out. 

"And,  if  he  does  get  a better 
picture,  naturally  he  pays  more 
for  it.  Doesn't  it  follow  that  the 
greater  the  number  of  bad  ones 
he  cancels,  the  greater  num- 
ber of  better  ones  he  replaces 
the  bad  ones  with  and  that  the 
final  total  of  the  manouevre 
finds  the  exhibitor  paying  a 
greater  total  rental  and  the  dis- 
tributor ending  up  with  more 
income  than  perhaps  he  had 
anticipated.  My  conclusion  is, 
then,  that  cancellations  increase 
film  rentals,  but  also  increase 
theatre  attendance  because  the 
replacement  attractions  are  bet- 
ter and,  finally,  drag  more 
money  into  the  industry. 

"Try  and  find  the  distributor 
who  views  it  this  way.  When 
you  do,  wire  me  collect." 

Undated 

"Listen,"  a salesman  was  argu- 
ing with  on  exhibitor.  "I  know  the 
run  of  pictures  hasn't  been  so  hot 
of  late.  But  everybody  experiences 
that  from  time  to  time.  I tell  you 
it's  different  now.  We're  releasing 
So-ond-So  the  end  of  the  month. 
And  we're  releasing  one  really  big 
one  a month  in  January,  February 
and  March." 

"That's  fine,"  replied  the  exhibi- 
tor. "What  I want  to  know  is  when 

are  you  releasing  ?" 

is  the  studio's  pro- 
duction boss. 


hibitors'  comfort  under  the  five-block 
sale.  In  New  York,  he  undertoned 
it  in  one-phrase  terms  of  "comfort, 
convenience  and  security  enjoyed 
under  the  present  system."  Actually, 
he  was  saying  the  same  thing,  con- 
ditioning his  presentation  to  time 
and  the  place. 

Comfort.  Convenience.  Those  ac- 
customed to  taking  it  easy  do  not 
like  to  be  suddenly  called  back  to 
work.  Bad  news  for  the  exhibitor 
who  likes  to  spend  his  time  at  the 
broker's  office  instead  of  in  his  the- 
atre. 

Exactly  what  part  do  these  consid- 
erations play  in  the  outcry  against 
selling  in  blocks  of  five? 


Comfort  and  the  Blocks 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
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The  Story  of  "flee/ 
Wheels  Rolling” 

IN 


Henry  Dorothy  Linda 

FONDA*LAMOUR*DARNELL 


in 
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Trade  Heading  Into  Farnol  Quits  UA  Advertising 
'Appeasement'  Trial  Post;  Greenthal  Takes  Over 


(Continued  from  page  8) 
in  the  main,  honest  differences  of  opinion 
and  do  not  call  for  the  length  of  time  and 
a combination  of  judges  and  juries  to  hear 
and  decide  them.  Therefore,  the  AAA  was 
organized  to  provide  the  average  business 
man  with  an  alternative  to  litigation  in 
the  form  of  a nation-wide  arbitration  set- 
up. 

A typical  arbitration  procedure  might 
have  the  following  incidents  back  of  it: 
Suppose  two  business  men  become  em- 
broiled in  a trade  dispute  and,  instead 
of  taking  their  case  to  court,  decide  to 
arbitrate.  They  write  the  AAA  the  na- 
ture of  the  controversy  and,  in  return, 
receive  what  is  called  a submission  agree- 
ment. This  is  a simple,  non-technical 
document  which,  when  signed  by  both 
parties,  binds  them  to  adhere  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  arbitrator. 

75,000  Arbitrators  Over  Country 

About  five  days  later  each  of  the  dis- 
putants receives  from  the  AAA  a list  of 
the  available  arbitrators  in  the  area  where 
the  hearing  is  to  be  held.  There  are  7,000 
such  arbitrators  throughout  the  United 
States.  Each  is  an  established  business,  or 
professional,  man  in  his  community  and 
has  been  chosen  with  the  greatest  atten- 
tion to  impartiality,  understanding  and 
reputation.  Unlike  the  provisions  in  the 
consent  decree  where  arbitrators  will  be 
paid,  in  routine  cases  of  the  AAA  the 
panel  members  serve  without  compensa- 
tion. 

From  the  lists  submitted,  the  disputants 
agree  on  one  arbitrator.  If  they  choose, 
they  may  select  three  men  to  hear  their 
case.  Then  a hearing  is  arranged  at  a 
mutually  convenient  time.  The  meeting 
place  is  a quiet  conference  room,  having 
none  of  the  atmosphere  of  the  courtroom. 
There  are  no  pounding  bailiffs,  no  gaping 
audiences,  no  lengthy  recesses.  The  dis- 
putants may  bring  their  attorneys  to  a 
hearing;  it  is  optional.  The  normally 
strict  procedure  of  the  courts  is  waived 
and  each  side  is  given  an  opportunity  to 
tell  its  story  without  being  interrupted  or 
bound  by  formal  legalism. 

It  is  seldom  that  a case  goes  beyond  a 
single  afternoon  for  a hearing.  And  the 
arbitrator’s  decision  comes  a few  days 
later.  Tlie  cost  to  the  parties  averages  one 
per  cent  of  the  amount  involved.  This  is 
the  picture  of  normal  AAA  procedure. 

Paid  on  Per  Diem  Basis 

But  as  far  as  the  industry  tribunals  are 
concerned  there  will  be  a few  variations, 
not  in  procedure  but  in  the  setup.  Arbi- 
trators will  be  paid  on  a per  diem  basis. 
They  will  have  no  past,  or  present,  con- 
nection with  the  industry,  directly  or  in- 
directly. There  will  be  an  appeals  board 
of  three  men  to  decide  appeals  from  local 
awards. 

The  industry,  incidentally,  wtU  find  it- 
self in  good  company  in  respect  to  arbi- 
tration, for  the  legitimate  theatre  has 
been  one  of  the  most  prolific  users  of  the 
AAA  system.  Hardly  a season  rolls  by 
without  scores  of  stage  folk  trom  every 
branch  of  the  field  applying  to  the  AAA 
for  aid  in  settling  a contract  dispute,  a 
wage  controversy,  a squabble  over  roy- 
alties and  other  disagreements  charac- 
teristic of  the  profession.  In  fact,  every 
Actors’  Equity  contract  contains  an  ar- 
bitration clause  which  provides  that  as 


LYNN  FARNOL 

New  York — Lynn  Farnol,  whose  con- 
tract was  to  inm  until  July,  resigns  as  di- 
rector of  advertising  and  publicity  of  UA 
on  January  1 and  will  be  succeeded  by 
Monroe  Greenthal,  who  formerly  held  that 
post  but  switched  to  exploitation  when 
Farnol  joined  the  company  two  and  a half 
years  ago. 

In  fact,  the  new  incumbent  already  is 
easing  into  his  new  and  larger  duties  al- 
though formal  annexation  of  the  post  is 
officially  deferred  until  the  turn  of  the 
year.  He  was  slated  to  leave  for  Holly- 
wood Sunday  on  a quick  trip,  but  to  re- 
turn here  in  ample  time  for  the  opening  of 
“The  Thief  of  Bagdad”  at  the  Music  Hall. 
His  elevation  leaves  vacant  the  exploita- 
tion job  which  Greenthal,  however,  pro- 
poses filling  as  rapidly  as  he  can  select 
his  man.  Shiftings  in  the  department  are 
viewed  as  imlikely. 

It  was  Murray  Silverstone,  head  of  UA’s 
world-wide  operations  who  gave  out  the 
word  on  Farnol.  From  Hollywood  where 


MONROE  GREENTHAL 

he  attended  the  company’s  annual  stock- 
holders’ meeting  on  Wednesday,  Silver- 
stone  explained  Farnol  had  agreed  to  con- 
tinue until  the  first  of  the  year.  It  was 
Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  distribution,  who  gave  out  the  word  on 
Greenthal. 

Farnol  joined  UA  after  an  association 
with  Donahue  and  Coe,  advertising  agency 
which  handles  Loew’s,  the  Music  Hall  and 
most  of  the  UA  producers.  Prior  to  that, 
he  had  long  been  publicity  representative 
for  Samuel  Goldwyn.  He  tells  Boxoffice 
he  has  made  no  plans,  although  Silver- 
stone’s  statement  declares  Farnol  will 
“develop  a new  type  of  personalized  exploi- 
tation and  publicity  without  the  burden 
and  routine  of  a large  department.” 

Greenthal  has  been  with  UA  12  years. 
He  has  had  advertising  selling  experience 
with  Vogue  and  Vanity  Fair,  was  at  one 
time  with  the  Lawrence  Fertig  and  the 
Central  Advertising  Agencies  and  with 
Universal. 


soon  as  a dispute  arises  it  shall  be  arbi- 
trated, not  litigated. 

Illustrative  of  how  the  AAA  serves  the 
theatrical  profession  is  a case  which  re- 
cently came  up  for  settlement. 

On  the  eve  of  the  opening  of  a Broad- 
way show  the  leading  man  protested  to 
the  producers  that  his  name  was  not  fea- 
tured on  the  marquee  of  the  theatre.  His 
protest  took  the  form  of  a definite  refusal 
to  participate  in  the  show  until  he  re- 
ceived his  “just  due.”  When  the  producers 
agreed  to  put  his  name  in  lights,  the  lead- 
ing lady  developed  her  own  grievance  and 
demanded  solo  billing.  The  controversy 
obviously  called  for  speed  and  patient 
handling. 

Since  the  contracts  of  both  actors  and 
producers  contained  an  arbitration  clause, 
both  parties  took  recourse  to  the  AAA. 
Within  three  hours  the  AAA  contacted 
three  arbitrators,  a hearing  was  arranged 
for  the  same  evening  and  the  principals 
to  the  dispute  told  their  respective  stories. 
It  all  took  about  an  hour.  TTie  arbitrators 
then  went  into  a conference  and  came  out 


Protest  Move  to  Defer 
LaCrosse,  Wis„  Suit 

New  York — Although  counsel  for  the 
plaintiff  in  the  La  Crosse  action  against 
Paramount,  20th-Fox,  UA,  Welworth 
Theatres  and  Minnesota  Amusements  has 
asked  for  a deferment  of  the  trial  at 
Madison,  Wis.,  until  after  January  1,  at- 
torneys for  the  defendants  are  objecting 
to  the  request  on  the  grounds  they  want 
the  matter  disposed  of  immediately. 

Federal  Judge  Patrick  T.  Stone,  in 
Madison,  has  set  November  25  as  the  date 
for  arguments  on  the  trial  date.  The  ac- 
tion was  started  in  July,  1938  and  trial 
proceedings  did  not  get  under  way  until 
October  30,  1940.  The  plaintiff  seeks  $1,- 
472,000  in  triple  damages  against  the  de- 
fendants. 


with  a decision  in  favor  of  the  leading 
man.  The  show  opened  per  schedule  and 
all  sides  were  satisfied  that  no  injustice 
had  been  committed. 
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The  tide  is  beginning  to  turn  at  the  j 
Westwood  plant.  They  are  now  j 
shaping  the  type  of  entertainment  that  | 
ran  their  earnings  up  to  $8,000,000  j 
and  $9,000,000  several  years  ago;  [ 
they  are  now  experiencing  that  same  -j 
enthusiasm  that  made  those  pictures  ; 
that  accounted  for  that  amount  of  ? 
profits.  And  it’s  a great  thing  for  the  ! 
whole  business,  for  Century-Fox  has  i 
been  in  a rather  lethargical  position  for  ; 
the  past  few  months  and  that  failure 
meant  the  failure  pretty  much  of  our  ; 
whole  business. 

“Down  Argentine  Way,”  which 
Irving  Cummings  directed,  is  fulfilling 
all  expectations.  It  has  done  wonders 
for  Don  Ameche  and  promoted  Betty 
Crable,  Charlotte  Greenwood  and  Car- 
men Miranda  into  picture  importance. 

'Tin  Pan  Alley,”  under  Walter 
Lang’s  direction,  with  Alice  Faye,  John 
Payne  and  jack  Oakie  heading  a song 
and  dance  cavalcade  of  music,  is  an- 
other sprightly  musical  from  which, 
according  to  reports,  great  things  may  , 
be  expected.  i 

“The  Mark  of  Zorro”  is  further  | 
evidence  of  the  new  spirit  that  is  be-  I 
ing  manifested  at  20th.  There  were  : 
many  who  looked  askance  at  Zanuck’s  j 
move  in  having  Tyrone  Power  follow  ; 
in  Douglas  Fairbanks’  footsteps,  but  Ty  ! 
emerged  with  greater  glory  than  ever 
as  a dashing  adventurous  figure  in  a 
picture  that  is  bound  to  extend  his 
popularity,  Rouben  Mamoultan  did  a 
fine  job  of  direction  on  this  occasion. 

Other  notable  pictures  soon  to  fol- 
low from  this  same  tot  are  “Chad 
Hanna,”  which  Henry  King  directed 
from  Walter  Edmonds’  best  seller,  in 
color  with  a big  cast;  “Western 
Union.”  a showmanship  epic,  directed 
by  Fritz  Lang,  will  be  backed  by  a 
nationwide  campaign  with  all  the 
Western  Union  resources  thrown  in, 
and  “Hudson's  Bay,”  a big  romantic 
spectacle  directed  by  Irving  Pichel. 

Two  pictures  of  importance  which 
will. soon  start  are  “How  Green  Was 
My  Valley,”  one  of  the  most  popular 
novels  of  many  years,  which  William 
Wyler  will  direct,  and  “Tobacco 
Road,”  which  John  Ford  will  direct, 
from  the  stage  play  that  has  broken 
all  records. 

From  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Darryl 
. Zanuck  and  William  Soetz,  down  through 
the  ranks  of  the  humblest  lot  workers, 
this  new  enthusiasm  and  drive  are  being 
manifested,  and  with  such  a spirit  there 
' is  no  room  for  doubt  that  the  20th 
Century-Fox  organization  is  again  bid- 
; ding  for  top  honors. 
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MCM  in  1930. 
producer  on  this 

MCM  Sets 
As  Next 

• MCM  has  definll 
“The  Yearling,”  pusi 
for  immediate  filmin’ 
raim  McDowell,”  as-  tl 
Tracy  vehicle.  Product 
start  about  Jan.  1 . 

Sandiers  Stays 

Acting  contract  of  d 
has  been  renewed  by 
ports  to  the  studio  in  th' 
the  top  role  in  “UncensosJ 
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Creece  Theatres  Close 

New  York.  —“All  theatres  in 
Athens,  Greece,  were  closed  this 
week  and  many  other  theatres 
throughout  that  country  are  also 
expected  to  shutter  as  a result 
of  war,  and  conscription.  Spyros 
DemetHous  Skotiras,  nephew  of 
the  brothers,  is  fighting  with  the 
army,  according  to  word  received 
here. 
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Fairbanks  Nixes 
Role  In  ‘Vagabond’ 

Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr.  has  cancelled 
his  contract  with  Boris  Morros'  Na- 
tional pictures  to  play  the  role  of  O. 
Henry  in  'The  American  Vagabond,” 
■which  is  scheduled  to  start  shooting 
in  Decefnber  Qnder  M.  C.  Patteds  di- 
rection. 

The  contract  was  verbal  and  Fair- 
banks is  reported  to  have  another  as- 
signment ;.Up  his  sleeve  which  he  pre-. 
fers  dver  the  Mo rrds  picture. 

Anne  Shirley  Renewed; 
Outside  Pic  Each  Year 

Anne  Shirley  was  signed  yesterday  ;; 
by  RKO  to  a new  term  contract  call- 
ing for  three  pictures  a year,  with  the 
right  to  do  one  outside  picture. 

Miss  Shirley  asked  that  RKO  put  in ; ’ 
the  contract  that  she  play  no  more  Iff. 
the  “Anne  of  Green  Gables”  series 
and  that  she  be  given  adult  roles.  Her 
first  picture  on  the  hew  ticket  will  be 
“1  Married  a Cheat,” 

Keighley  Megs  ‘America’ 

■ William  Keighley  has  been  assigned 
to  direct  the  Leonard  Spigelgass-  origi-  , 
nal,  “Miss  Wheelright  Discovers 
. America,”  as  his  next  chore  foy  War-  . 

' ners.  Production  is  scheduled,  to  start 
in  December.  David  Lewis  is  produc- 
ing. 

Autry  Packs  Boston 

Gene  Autry  is  playing  to  capacity 
business  at  the  Boston  Rodeo  and  is 
being  held  over  for  an  additional  five 
days.  Added  playing  time  causes  Re- 
public to.  push  back  the  starting  date 
.of  his  next  film,  . “Vatley  of  the 
iMoon,” 

Hoffman  Sells  ‘Hawks’ 

‘Night  Hawks,”  story  of  young 
ters  in  the  RAF,  has  been  purchased 
Warners  for  immediate  produc- 
m.  Leonard  Hoffman  is  the  author 
Ithe  original  and  will  adapt  his  own 
laenplay. 
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One  Futile  Theme:  "We  Don't  Want  the  Decree" 


An  MPTOA  trio.  Behind  glasses  on  the  Left  is  George  P. 
Aarons,  counsel  for  UMPTO  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  South- 
ern New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  who  forfeited  his  speaking  time 
to  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied’s  counsel,  to  allow  the  latter  to  com- 
plete his  attack,  the  basis  of  which  coincided  with  Aarons’. 
The  Mariner-ish  gent  in  the  middle  is  Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA 
president,  icho  confined  his  activity  to  observation.  Then  Her- 
man Levy,  counsel  of  MPTO  of  Connecticut,  who  fallowed 
Aarons’  course. 


This  is  the  personification  of  two  extremes.  Judge  Roy  L.  Wal- 
ker of  Lampasas,  Texas,  is  a small  town  operator  and  presi- 
dent of  Texas  Theatre  Owners  Protective  Ass’n.  He’s  on  the 
left.  John  Moroney  of  Dallas  represented  Interstate  Circuit, 
Paramount  affiliate,  a big  town  operator.  Both  told  Judge  God- 
dard blocks  of  five  selling  and  trade  screenings  provided  no 
tangible  relief  to  their  clients;  in  fact,  would  create  further 
uncertainties  of  operation  and  introduce  new  burdens. 


The  euphonious  designation  bestowed  on  this  New  Haven  quin- 
tet emanated  from  justice  department  representative,  Robert 
E.  Sher.  He  called  them  “silent  sufferers.’’  His  reference  took 
the  form  of  an  answer  to  Judge  Goddard,  who  inquired  the 
extent  the  department  had  gone  in  ferreting  exhibitor  com- 
plaints on  which  to  base  the  government’s  petition.  Left  to 
right,  are:  S.  Fishman;  B.  Calechman,  treasurer  of  Connecticut 
Allied  TO;  Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman,  board  chairman;  A.  Fishman, 
and  Lawrence  Caplan,  secretary. 


Photos  for  BOXOFFICE  by  Cosmo-Sileo 


Most  unusual  twist  in  the 
proceedings  was  provided  by 
rotund  Joseph  R.  Brodsky, 
attorney  for  American  Fed- 
eration of  Musicians,  Local 
802.  The  alleged  monopolis- 
tic practices  of  the  “Big 
Eight,”  he  contended,  has  so 
frozen  the  playing  time  of 
theatres  that  it  has  caused 
21,000  members  to  look  for 
new  jobs.  The  decree,  he 
criticized,  would  not  thaw 
the  frozen  playing  time. 


Here  is  Paul  J.  Ziegler, 
counsel  for  PCCITO  of 
Southern  California  and 
Arizona,  and  the  west  coast 
north  to  the  border,  who 
asked  formal  leave  to  inter- 
vene, but  was  denied  it; 
also  asked  deferment  of 
entry  of  the  decree  to  give 
his  clients  an  opportunity  to 
appear  “as  a matter  of  right, 
or  in  some  other  guise  than 
amicus  curiae;”  also  denied. 


Abram  F.  Myers,  left.  Allied’s  general  counsel,  and  Nathan 
Yamins  of  Fall  River,  former  Allied  president.  Yamins  listened 
while  Myers  launched  a vitriolic  attack  against  the  decree.  In 
a voluminous,  prepared  statement,  he  partly  observed:  “The 
decree  does  not  abolish  block  booking  . . . Section  3A,  in  effect, 
legalizes  the  power  of  distributors  to  force  upon  an  exhibitor 
four  poor  pictures  as  a condition  of  the  right  to  lease  one  good 
one.” 


Paramount  theatre  affiliates  in  which  the  parent  company  does 
not  have  a controlling  interest  were  represented,  left,  by  Robert 
Wilby,  co-partner  of  Wilby-Kincey  of  Atlanta,  and  Fred  Kent, 
counsel  to  E.  J.  Sparks  of  Florida  and  Southeastern  Theatre 
Owners.  Wilby  listened  but  murmured  the  Latin  for  “We  who 
are  about  to  die,  salute  you;”  Kent  spoke.  In  contrast  to  most 
of  the  other  objectors,  he  cited  the  objections  to  the  document 
of  large  theatre  owners  in  large  cities. 
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FLASHES 


ESCAPE  TO  GLORY  (Col)— Sustained  sus- 
pense is  the  dominant  note  oi  this  exciting 
drama  which  spins  a yarn  concerning  the 
adventures  and  reactions  of  a group  of 
Americans  fleeing  Europe  aboard  an  Eng- 
lish freighter  attacked  by  a German  sub- 
marine at  the  outset  of  World  War  2.  The 
feature  is  handsomely  produced  and  main- 
tains a fast  pace  despite  a somewhat  in- 
volved plot  and  the  injection  of  occasional 
irrelevant  philosophical  sequences  having 
a tendency  to  bog  down  under  their  own 
weight.  Its  timeliness  and  favorable  initial 
audience  reception  should  assure  more 
than  moderate  success.  Pat  O'Brien  and 
Constance  Bennett  are  featured  but  con- 
tribute little  more  to  the  acting  department 
than  do  several  members  of  a competent 
and  ably  directed  supporting  cast. 

TIN  PAN  ALLEY  (20th-Fox) — A colorful  phase 
of  Americana  is  tunefully  transmitted  to 
celluloid  to  make  a toe-tickling,  heart-tug- 
ging, laugh-laden  parcel  of  sparkling  enter- 
tainment. With  masterful  showmanship. 
Producer  Kenneth  Macgowan  plumbs  the 
modern  screen  taste  for  diversion  in  the 
lighter  vein  and  offers  it  a tempting  tidbit 
which  is  sure  to  keep  the  theatres'  cash 
registers  ringing  long  and  loud.  Show 
business  of  25  years  ago  is  the  back- 
ground against  which  the  story  unfolds,  a 
story  loaded  to  the  bursting  point  with 
humor  and  humanity,  songs  and  sighs  and 
an  occasional  nostalgic  tear  for  the  old- 
sters. Performances  are  generally  superb, 
what  with  Alice  Faye  and  Betty  Grable 
contributing  the  pulchritude,  songs  and 
dances;  Jack  Oakie  the  comedy,  and  John 
Payne  the  romance.  Walter  Lang  directed 
at  a jaunty  pace. 

Complete  reviews  on  the  above  pictures 
will  appear  in  an  early  issue. 

Scully  Holds  "U"  Meet 
For  District  Managers 

New  York — William  A.  Scully,  general 
sales  manager  for  Universal,  held  a two- 
day  district  managers’  meeting  at  the 
Astor  Hotel  Saturday  and  Sunday.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  six  district  heads,  Nate  J. 
Blumberg,  president:  William  J.  Heine- 
man,  western  sales  chief,  and  Frank  J.  A. 
McCarthy,  eastern  sales  manager,  attend- 
ed. District  men  on  hand  were  J.  E.  Gar- 
rison, Kansas  City;  E.  T.  Gomersall,  Chi- 
cago; H.  D.  Graham,  Atlanta;  Dave  Miller, 
Cleveland;  Jules  Lapidus,  New  York,  and 
A.  J.  O’Keefe,  Los  Angeles. 


Columbia  Western  Meeting 
In  San  Francisco 

San  Francisco — Columbia  western  man- 
agers and  salesmen  convened  Saturday 
and  Sunday  at  the  St.  Francis  for  the 
final  of  four  regional  mid-winter  sales  ses- 
sions. Abe  Montague,  general  sales  man- 
ager, presided.  He  was  accompanied  from 
New  York  and  Tucson,  Ariz.,  by  Rube 
Jackter,  his  assistant. 

In  attendance  were  Jerome  Safron, 
western  division  head;  R.  C.  Hill,  Denver; 
J.  R.  Beale,  Portland:  L.  E.  Tillman,  San 
Francisco;  Wayne  Ball,  Los  Angeles;  Neal 
Walton,  Seattle;  W.  G.  Seib,  Salt  Lake 
City,  as  well  as  staffs  from  these  ex- 
changes. 


Republic  Limiting  Shorts 
Activity  to  Parsons' 

New  York — Republic  will  not  go  in  for 
shorts  other  than  those  being  made  by 
Harriet  Parsons,  daughter  of  Louella, 
Hearst  columnist,  James  R.  Grainger, 
president,  states.  During  the  week  he  at- 
tended regional  meetings  in  Chicago  and 
Memphis  and  returns  to  New  York  Mon- 
day. He  plans  to  head  for  the  coast  the 
middle  of  next  month. 


George  Browne  111 

Chicago — George  E.  Browne,  president 
of  the  lATSE,  is  ill  at  his  farm  near  here 
with  ulcers  of  the  stomach. 


$25,000  in  Prizes  in 
Grad  Sears  Drive 

New  York — Now  it’s  “20th  Year  for 
Sears.” 

A sales  drive,  of  course,  for  Warner’s 
general  sales  manager.  It  starts  Decem- 
ber 22  and  runs  17  weeks  to  April  10. 
There’s  $25,000  in  prizes  for  the  winners. 
There  are  to  be  two  teams,  one  captained 
by  Ben  Kalmenson,  western  and  southern 
sales  manager,  and  the  other  by  Roy 
Haines,  eastern  and  Canadian  sales  man- 
ager. 


/ J27.  * J U I JJJ  1^^ 


"Me,  Corney, 
playing  Little 
Red  Riding 
Hood.  What'll 
me  friends  say? 
They'll  call  me 
a geranium!' ' 


JIMMY  DURANTE*ann  MILLER  and 

BARTON  MacLANE  • BARBARA  ALIEN  (VeroVogue)  • GEORGE  "Gabby"  HAYES  • JEROME  COWAN  • MARY  LEE 

JOSEPH  SANTIEY  — DIRECTOR 

J-fj‘  MJ]  •?  i 
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BUSINESS  BEFORE 


{Christmas  will  take  care  of  itself  \ 


"’A 


When  the  exhibitors,  who  now  head  Universal,  operated 
theatres,  they  knew  that  everyone  was  a great  showman 
on  Christmas  Day.  But  they  also  knew  that  Christmas 
Week  profits  disappeared  into  thin  air  after  the  pre- Christmas 
expenses  were  deducted.  It  was  only  natural  therefore  that  their 
motto  should  be  Business  Before  Christmas^M 


They  fought  for  the  best  pictures  they  could  get  and  they 
campaigned  them  with  all  their  energy  and  resources  — AND  any 
number  of  times  they  licked  the  old  bugaboo  about  pre-Christmas 
slumps;  they  did  business! 

Today,  as  distributors,  these  men  feel  the  same  way  about  it.  To 
every  real  showman  in  America  they  say:  ^^Tell  tradition  to  take  a 
s.i(eQK!  Here  are  two  of  our  most  important  pictures.  In  star  value, 
in  production,  in  every  detail,  they  have  potentiality  for  high  grosses 
NOW,  before  Christmas!  You’ll  get  one  of  these  on  November 
28th;  you’ll  get  the  other  on  December  13th!  Prints  are  ready! 
Campaigns  are  ready!  And  business  is  ready  — always  ready  — if 
you’ve  got  pictures  like  ^The  Bank  Dick^  and  ^T rail  of  the  Vigilantes 

Go  out  and  get  those  dollars  that  are  waiting  for  you  between 
now  and  December  25th! 

^^Christmas  will  take  care  of  itself!^^ 


CHRISTMAS 


Fw  NalionI  Release  NOraiBn  2)m 

W.C.  FIELDS 


// 


in 


The  BANK  DICK 


with  Una  Merkel  •Richard  Purcell 
Shemp  Howard  • Franklin  Pangborn*  Grady  SuLLon 
Jessie  Ralph  •Cora  Witherspoon 

Original  Screenplay  by  Mahatma  Kane  Jeeves 

Directed  by  EDWARD  CLINE 


NatkHial  Release  DECEMBER  m 


TRAIL  of  bhe 

VIGILANTES 


starring 

FRANCHOT  TONE 

with 

Warren  William  • Broderick  Crawford 
Andy  Devine  • Mischa  Auer 
Porter  Hall* Peggy  Moran 
Directed  by  ALLAN  DWAN 


Arbitration 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

titled  to  participate  in  the  selection  of  the  arbi- 
trator. 

If,  at  any  time  after  the  15th  day  following"  the 
filing  of  the  Demand  and  prior  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  arbitrator,  all  parties  to  a proceeding 
who  became  parties,  by  intervention  or  otherwise, 
on  or  before  said  15th  day  shall  by  written  agree- 
ment select  another  Tribunal  as  the  Tribunal  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  and  file  such  agreement  with  the 
rierlv  of  the  Tribunal  originally  having  jurisdic- 
tion, jurisdiction  of  the  proceeding  shall  thereby 
be  transferred  to  the  Tribunal  so  selected.  There- 
after no  further  proceedings  shall  be  had  in  the 
Tribunal  originally  having  jurisdiction  except  that 
the  Clerk  thereof  shall  forthwith  deliver  notice 
of  such  transfer  to  the  American  Arbitration  Asso- 
ciation and  shall  forthwith  deliver  the  entire  file 
in  such  proceeding  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal 
so  selected,  who  shall  forthwith  take  the  aetion 
prescribed  in  Rule  III  for  the  appointment  of  an 
arbitrator  from  the  panel  of  arbitrators  for  his 
Tribunal. 

Section  II  is  further  clarified  and  now 
reads: 

No  person  shall  be  appointed  a member  of  a 
Panel  of  Arbitrators  established  in  accordance 
with  the  decree  who  has  any  financial  interest  in, 
or  has  or  has  had  any  connection  with,  the  pro- 
duction, distribution  or  exhibition  of  motion  pic- 
tures, or  has  or  has  had  any  interest  in  any  mo- 
tion picture  theatre,  as  landlord,  lessor  or  other- 
wise. 

No  member  of  a Panel  shall  serve  as  an  arbi- 
trator in  any  proceeding  if  he  has  or  has  had 
any  financial  or  other  relations  with  any  party 
to  the  proceeding,  or  has  any  interest  in  the  re- 
sult of  the  proceeding  or  has  any  personal  bias, 
which  might  prejudice  the  right  of  any  party  to  a 
fair  and  impartial  award. 

Section  III,  third  paragraph,  now  reads: 

Not  less  than  sixteen  days  after  the  filing  of 
the  Demand  and  prior  to  the  appointment  of  an 
arbitrator  (or  In  the  case  of  an  arbitration  of  a 
controversy  under  either  Section  IV  or  Section  A"II 
of  the  decree,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  arbitrator)  the  parties  to  any  contro- 
versy may  by  written  agreement  unanimously  ap- 
point one  or  more  arbitrators  from  the  Panel  of 
Arbitrators  to  arbitrate  such  controversy,  by  fil- 
ing such  agreement  with  the  Cierk  of  the 
Tribunal. 

Section  V,  third  paragraph,  now  reads: 

The  arbitrator  shall  fix  the  time  of  the  begin- 
ning of  the  hearing  and  may  adjourn  the  hear- 
ing from  time  to  time. 

Section  VI,  shows  changes  in  the  first 
five  paragraphs: 

The  arbitrator  shall  take  the  oath  of  office  in 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  Administrator  before 
commencing  the  hearing. 

Parties  may  be  represented  by  counsel  or  by 
others. 

Each  party  shall  have  the  right  to  examine  or 
cross  examine  all  %vitnesses. 

Witnesses  shall  testify  under  oath  or  its  legal 
equivalent. 

Evidence  shall  be  received  only  at  hearings  of 
which  all  parties  shall  have  had  due  notice  and 
the  arbitrator  in  making  his  award  shall  con- 
sider only  evidence  so  received  and  such  inspec- 
tions as  he  may  make  hereunder. 

Section  VIII  is  unchanged  except  for  the 
final  sentence  which  carries  this  additional 
phrase  “but  shall  be  bound  by  the  award.” 
Section  XI  is  amended  to  read: 

No  other  compensation  or  expenses  and  no 
gratuities  or  benefits  of  any  kind  shall  be  paid 
to  or  conferred  upon  an  arbitrator  by  any  party  . . . 

Paragraph  beginning  “After  the  award  is  filed” 
is  changed  to  read  “sums  deposited”  in  place  of 
“deposits  made.'* 

Section  XIV  now  eliminates  “arbitra- 
tion” before  the  word  “proceeding.” 

Section  XV  has  this  altered  first  para- 
graph: 

Upon  receipt  of  the  three  copies  of  the  tran- 
script or  of  an  agreed  abbreviation  thereof  filed 
by  the  appellant,  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall 
forthwith  prepare  the  record  on  appeal  which 
shall  consist  of  the  following: 

Thereafter,  there  is  no  change  until  the  para- 
graph starting: 

Unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  Appeal  Board, 
the  record  on  appeal  shall  remain  on  file  in  the 
Tribunal  until  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  filing 
of  all  briefs  as  provided  in  Rule  XVI. 

Section  XVI  has  changes  in  its  second 


Early  Groups  Would  Help 
Under  Decree — Myers 

Washington — Under  the  decree,  dis- 
tributors would  ease  the  strain  of  the  new 
selling  system  if  each  of  the  five  majors 
who  would  be  parties  to  such  a decree  de- 
clared it  would  have  three  to  five  groups 
ready  by  September  1,  1941,  states  Abram 
F.  Myers  in  an  Allied  statement. 

The  general  counsel  praises  the  solid 
front  presented  by  exhibitors  before 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  at  the  decree 
hearings  in  New  York.  “Maybe  all  did  not 
concur  in  some  of  the  things  that  were 
said,  but  all  were  united  in  their  opposi- 
tion to  the  selling  plan  embodied  in  the 
measure,”  he  observes.  “Like  solidarity 
on  other  major  issues  would  infinitely 
strengthen  the  position  and  improve  the 
lot  of  the  exhibitors  of  the  country.” 


and  third  paragraphs: 

The  second  paragraph:  Within  forty  days  after 
the  filing  of  the  notice  of  appeal,  each  party  sf'd.l 
deliver  a copy  of  any  answering  brief  to  each 
other  party  and  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal 
Board  six  copies  of  such  brief  with  proof  of  de- 
livery of  a copy  thereof  to  the  other  party. 

Only  the  opening  sentence  of  the  third  para- 
graph is  new,  thus:  Upon  the  written  agreement 
of  all  parties  the  Appeal  Board  shall,  and  upon 
its  own  initiative  may,  order  oral  argument. 

Section  XVIII  is  changed  so  that  the 
third  paragraph  embraces  this  additional 
phrase:  “or  ten  days  after  the  decision 
corrected  thereby  was  filed  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Tribunal,  whichever  is  later.” 

Section  XXII — “Definitions” — s hows 

these  changes  and  eliminations: 

“Arbitration  Tribunal”  and  “Tribunal”  means 
the  Tribunal  established  by  the  American  Arbitra- 
tion Association  in  any  city  as  provided  in  the 
decree. 

The  former  paragraph  referring  to  “Tribunal 
having  jurisdiction”  and  the  one  defining  “Arbitra- 
tion District”  are  eliminated. 


Broidy  Into  Golden 
Monogram  Position 


Hollywood — Edward  A.  Golden,  general 
sales  manager  for  Monogram,  has  re- 
signed, according  to  an  announcement  is- 
sued after  a meeting  of  the  company’s 
board  of  directors  here.  He  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  Samuel  (Steve)  Broidy,  who 
takes  over  the  post  December  2.  Golden 
has  announced  no  future  plans. 

Broidy’s  film  experience  began  with  a 
job  as  salesman  for  Tiffany  Pictures,  from 
which  he  moved  to  Universal,  Warner, 
the  old  Monogram  company.  Republic  and 
then  back  to  Monogram.  He  opened  the 
Monogram  exchange  in  Boston  as  its  man- 
ager in  1937,  won  the  first  prize  in  two 
major  play  date  drives  and  was  elected  to 
the  board  of  directors  this  year. 


Monogram  Production 
At  a Record  Clip 

Hollywood — Exceeding  by  $25,000  the 
previous  record  report  issued  last  May, 
Monogram’s  advance  playdate  report  for 
the  eight-week  period  from  November  18 
is  highest  in  the  company’s  history,  ac- 
cording to  President  W.  Ray  Johnston. 
Productions  through  Jan.  5,  1941,  are  now 
completed — the  first  time  Monogram’s  pro- 
duction has  been  so  far  ahead  of  schedule. 


The  Decree 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

ceeding  by  which  It  may  be  affected  or  deny  to 
any  party  to  an  arbitration  proceeding  the  right; 
to  receive  notice  of  all  proceedings  therein;  to 
participate  in  the  selection  of  arbitrators;  to 
challenge  the  qualifications  of  arbitrators;  to  be 
represented  by  counsel  or  otherwise;  to  secure  the 
production  of  witnesses  and  of  evidence;  to 
examine  and  cross-examine  all  witnesses;  and  to 
appeal  to  the  Appeal  Board  from  any  adverse 
award.  The  rules  may  provide  for  the  arbitra- 
tion of  claims  and  controversies  between  dis- 
tributor defendants  and  exhibitors  other  than 
claims  or  controversies  referred  to  in  subdivision 
1 of  this  section  which  by  agreement  between  the 
parties  thereto  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Tribunals. 

Paragraph  7,  same  section,  has  a new 
second  paragraph  which  reads: 

If  any  member  of  the  Appeal  Board  is  dis- 
qualified from  passing  upon  any  appeal,  or  is 
temporarily  unable  because  of  illness,  absence  or 
otlier  cause  to  act  as  a member  of  the  Appeal 
Board,  the  court  may  on  application  of  one  or 
more  members  of  the  Appeal  Board  appoint  an- 
other i>erson  of  known  impartiality  and  distinc- 
tion to  act  as  a temporary  member  of  the  Appeal 
Board  in  place  of  the  member  so  disqualified  or 
unable  to  act.  The  compensation  of  such  tem- 
porary member  shall  be  fixed  by  the  court. 

The  rate  of  compensation,  hitherto  un- 
filled, is  now  specified.  The  chairman  of 
the  board  is  to  be  paid  $20,000  annually 
and  other  members  $17,500  each. 

Paragraph  8,  same  section,  shows  one 
change.  The  new  text  appears  in  bold  type 
and  the  paragraph,  up  to  and  including 
the  change  but  not  beyond,  herewith  pub- 
lished: 

8.  The  expenses  of  the  arbitration  system  shall 
be  paid  out  of  a fund  administered  by  the  Ad- 
ministrator. Such  fund  shall  be  established  and 
maintained:  by  filing  fees  provided  for  by  the 
Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals;  by  penalties 
imposed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Sections  IV  and  V of  this  decree,  and  by  such 
additional  amounts,  to  be  paid  by  the  distributor 
defendants  as  may  be  necessary. 

Paragraph  9,  same  section,  undergoes  a 
change,  confined  to  its  first  paragraph. 
The  change  appears  in  bold  type  and  only 
the  first  paragraph  is  again  published: 

9.  Any  person  who  has  the  right  to  institute 
an  arbitration  proceeding  under  any  provision  of 
this  decree,  or  any  other  decree  referred  to  in 
Subdivision  I of  this  section,  may  institute  and 
prosecute  such  proceeding  in  the  manner  and 
subject  to  the  conditions  specified  in  the  Rules 
of  Arbitration  and  Appeals,  upon  the  condition 
that  such  person  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Arbi- 
tration Tribunal  a submission,  in  the  form  and 
executed  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Ad- 
ministrator, which  shall  provide  in  substance  that 
such  complainant  submits  the  controversy  to  the 
arbitration  and  undertakes  to  abide  by  and  to 
comply  fully  with  whatever  final  award  may  be 
entered  therein. 


Says  MPTOA  Will  Continue 
Fair  Trade  Practice  Fight 

New  York  — Signing  of  the  proposed 
decree' by  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 
dard will  not  deter  the  MPTOA  from  con- 
tinuing its  fight  for  fair  practices  in  the 
industry,  according  to  E.  L.  Kuykendall, 
president. 

“We  are  still  going  to  fight  and  not  lay 
down,”  he  insisted.  “We  will  continue  to 
oppose  anything  so  unfair  as  the  consent 
decree  to  the  exhibitors  of  this  country,” 
Kuykendall  added.  “We  will  fight  any- 
thing that  is  unfair  and  there’s  a lot  of 
them  in  the  decree.” 

Before  leaving  town,  the  MPTOA  head 
said  that  plans  will  be  formulated  soon 
for  the  organization’s  convention.  At  that 
time  plans  for  the  future  will  be  mapped. 

Kuykendall  came  on  from  his  home  in 
Columbus,  Miss.,  to  attend  the  public  hear- 
ing before  Judge  Goddard.  While  he  did 
not  speak,  the  organization  was  represent- 
ed by  William  E.  Sims,  special  counsel, 
who  in  a brief  talk  attacked  the  blocks  of 
five  and  trade  screening  provisions. 
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Lynch  to  Cohen: 

Cohen  to  Lynch 

New  York — Said  Bob  Lynch,  M-G-M 
Philadelphia  district  manager,  to  Max  A. 
Cohen,  Allied  of  New  York  president, 
over  the  luncheon  table: 

“Now  that  the  decree  is  signed  where 
do  we  go  from  here?" 

Replied  Cohen,  "Nowhere  and  fast!" 

J 

pending  decree  contempt  in  Los  Angeles 
against  Pox  West  Coast  has  also  been 
made.  At  the  request  of  Bertram  F.  Ship- 
man,  counsel  for  National  Theatres,  Judge 
Goddard  certified  copies  of  the  decree 
which  will  be  submitted  in  the  coast  court 
next  week.  Shipman  planned  to  leave 
over  the  weekend  to  personally  file  the 
certified  papers.  Similar  proceedings  will 
be  made  in  the  B&K  case  in  Chicago.  This 
is  expected  some  time  next  week. 

As  for  the  “Big  Five”  being  dismissed 
as  defendants  in  the  anti -trust  actions  in 
the  Schine,  Griffith  and  Crescent  suits, 
these  motions  will  be  taken  care  of  at  fu- 
Continued  on  next  page) 


Decree  Takes  Immediate  Effect; 
Block  Selling  to  Come  Later 


By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — With  the  exception  of  sales 
in  blocks  of  five,  advance  trade  screen- 
ings and  a few  other  provisions,  the  con- 
sent decree,  as  it  affects  Loew’s,  Para- 
mount, Warner,  20th-Pox  and  RKO,  is 
now  in  effect,  according  to  spokesmen  for 
the  department  of  justice. 

Any  distributor  who  signed  the  decree 
cannot  force  shorts,  newsreels  or  trailers, 
now  that  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 
dard has  signed  it.  Neither  can  prints  be 
withheld  from  exhibitors  under  the  terms 
of  the  decree. 

There  are  numerous  other  provisions 
which  became  effective  November  20,  when 
Judge  Goddard  affixed  his  signature.  How- 
ever, the  department  points  out,  no  ex- 
hibitor claim  can  be  arbitrated  until  tribu- 
nals are  set  up  in  his  territory  and  ready 
to  function.  This  is  expected  about 
February  15. 

Some  exhibitor  interests  are  contem- 
plating injunctive  moves  to  stop  the  de- 
cree from  becoming  operative.  This  move 
would  entail  applying  to  the  circuit  court 
of  appeals  after  a complete  record  of  the 
case  since  it  was  begun  July  20,  1938  is 
printed. 

To  these  reports,  department  attorneys 
look  down  with  quizzical  eyes,  the  conten- 
tion being  that  such  moves  would  be  made, 
if  at  all,  by  third  parties  who  are  not 
signatories  to  the  decree. 

Former  Judge  Van  Vechten  Veeder,  ap- 
pointed by  the  judge  at  his  own  discre- 
tion as  chairman  of  the  appeal  board  to 
sit  in  New  York,  has  already  been 
familiarized  with  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions under  which  he  will  serve. 

He  has  had  two  meetings  with  J.  Noble 


Braden  of  the  AAA,  one  of  which  was  held 
in  Judge  Goddard’s  chambers  November 
19.  At  the  closed  and  secret  session  were 
former  Judge  Joseph  M.  Proskauer,  repre- 
senting Warner,  and  former  Judge  Thomas 
Day  Thacher,  counsel  for  Paramount. 
Veeder  spent  the  greater  part  of  Novem- 
ber 20  at  Braden’s  headquarters  again 
going  over  the  rules  and  regulations.  Until 
special  quarters  are  set  up,  the  appeal 
board  chairman  will  operate  from  AAA 
headquarters  at  8 W.  40th  St. 

Before  leaving  for  Washington  Wednes- 
day night,  Robert  E.  Sher,  assistant  to 
the  attorney  general  and  who  witnessed 
the  judge’s  signing,  told  Boxoffice  the 
amount  local  arbitrators  will  charge  for 
hearing  cases  will  be  at  the  discretion  of 
the  AAA.  This  decision  is  said  to  have 
resulted  from  the  court  pleading  Novem- 
ber 14  of  former  Judge  Roy  L.  Walker  of 
Lampasas,  Tex. 

Another  important  step  to  ease  up  the 


— Photos  for  BOXOFFICE  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Their  Theme  Song,  Too,  Was  "We  Don't  Want  the  Decree" — 

Above,  an  upstate  New  York  contingent  which  appeared,  like  many  others,  before  Judge  Goddard  in  opposition  to  approval  of 
the  consent  decree.  Left  to  right,  J.  Myer  Schine,  Sidney  Pfeiffer,  attorney  for  MPTO  of  New  York  state,  and  Charles  Hay- 
man,  president  of  that  unit.  The  attorney  declared  approval  by  the  court  would  create  “a  monopoly  until  the  government’s 
blessing.  If  you  take  away  from  an  independent  exhibitor  his  independence,  you  take  away  his  only  right.” 

On  the  left  with  smile  and  brief  case  which  doesn’t  show  is  Jacob  Schechter,  representing  Allied  of  New  York,  an  MPTOA 
affiliate.  Blocks  of  five  selling  as  proposed,  he  said,  is  the  same  system  that  was  in  effect  25  years  ago  and  since  proven 
unsuccessful.  He  pleaded  for  continuance  of  blind-selling — “at  least  it  grants  exhibitors  some  semblance  of  cancellation.” 
On  the  right,  it’s  Herman  Finkelstein,  Louis  D.  Frohlich  and  Irving  Moross  of  counsel  for  Columbia.  Frohlich  did  the  talking 
for  the  three  non-consenting  companies — Columbia,  HA  and  Universal.  Said  he,  in  part,  “This  (escape)  clause  carries  the 
implied  threat  that,  if  Columbia  and  these  two  other  defendants  do  not  sign  a consent  decree  containing  similar  provisions, 
pressure  will  be  used  upon  them  by  the  parties  interested  in  this  litigation  to  force  them  to  do  so.” 
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Says  Decree  Skips 
"Overbuying  Evil" 


New  York — The  “evil  of  overbuying”  is 
cited  by  the  ITOA  of  New  York  as  one  of 
a number  of  trade  practices  not  touched 
upon  in  the  consent  decree.  The  organi- 
zation takes  the  position  the  document 
should  have  contained  a provision  for  an 
“arbitrary  mathematical  formula  predi- 
cated solely  on  a consideration  of  numbers 
...  to  determine  the  maximum  number  of 
pictures  which  may  be  bought  in  connec- 
tion with  any  given  policy  of  operation.” 

Included  in  its  analysis  of  other  perti- 
nent trade  factors  not  given  remedial  con- 
sideration in  the  decree  are  extended  runs, 
move-overs,  spread  eagle  runs,  arbitrary 
designation  of  playing  time,  score  charges 
and  the  relationship  of  admission  prices 
between  first  and  subsequent  runs. 

Taking  up  each  subject  separately,  the 
organization,  for  instance,  says  of  extended 
runs,  “If  this  practice  cannot  be  eradicated 
completely  . . . the  least  that  should  be 
provided  is  that,  if  a feature  has  been  per- 
mitted an  extended  run  at  a prior  theatre, 
the  subsequent  run  should  be  permitted  to 
cancel  such  feature,  be  granted  a feature 
in  substitution  and  a system  provided  for 
the  fixation  of  graduated  damages  predi- 
cated upon  the  length  of  the  extended 
rim.” 

Condemnation  on  Move-Overs 

On  move-overs,  which  the  ITOA  says 
are  not  the  second  runs  they  are  supposed 
to  be  but  are  really  a fifth  or  sixth  run 
“without  redress  and  with  the  necessity  of 
paying  the  contracted  price,”  there  is  this 
view,  “This  principle  is  merely  a corol- 
lary of  the  evil  of  extended  runs,  but  may 
occasion  greater  injury  to  the  independent 
exhibitor  because  the  different  localities  of 
these  theatres  will  contact  even  greater 
patronage  than  the  mere  extension  of  the 
run.  The  practice  should  be  eradicated 
and  condemned  in  its  entirety.” 

Spread  eagle  runs  are  decried  because, 
the  ITOA  charges,  films  are  played  by  af- 
filated  circuits  consecutively  at  each  thea- 
tre and  only  become  available  to  subse- 
quent run  independents  after  the  circuit 
“has  thus  played  the  picture  throughout 
the  entire  geographical  limits  of  the  cir- 
cuit over  a period  of  many  weeks.”  It 
brings  this  comment,  “The  decree  should 
provide  that  all  rims,  equivalent  to  any 
run  of  an  affiliated  circuit  theatre,  shall 
be  permitted  to  play  the  picture  day  and 
date.” 

Hit  Designation  of  Playing  Time 

Under  the  practice  of  arbitrary  designa- 
tion of  playing  time,  independent  exhibi- 
tors are  “coerced  into  following  the  dic- 
tates of  the  distributor,”  the  organization 
charges  in  taking  the  position  “it  should  be 
eradicated  in  its  entirety.” 

While  conceding  that  “many”  distribu- 
tors have  voluntarily  stopped  forcing  score 
charges,  the  ITOA  feels  the  practice 
“should  be  unequivocally  condemned  in  or- 
der to  prevent  its  future  use  and  to  pre- 
vent ite  being  adopted  in  some  other 
form.” 

Without  going  into  detail  in  its  criticism 
of  the  question  of  the  relationship  of  ad- 
mission prices  between  first  and  subse- 
quent runs,  the  group  suggests  that  “at 
least,  for  the  purposes  of  the  board  of  arbi- 
tration, the  decree  should  attempt  to  fix 
the  minimum  spread  between  the  admis- 
sion prices”  of  the  two  types  of  theatres. 


Meet  the  Chairman — 

This  is  Paul  Felix  Warburg,  chairman 
of  the  motion  picture  arbitration 
tribunals  of  the  American  Arbitration 
Association.  With  the  signing  of  the 
consent  decree  by  Judge  Henry  W. 
Goddard,  work  on  organization  of  the 
31  tribunals  across  the  country  will 
now  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Decree  Takes  Immediate 
Effect;  Blocks  Later 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
ture  court  hearings  in  Buffalo,  Oklahoma 
City  and  Nashville.  Department  spokes- 
men stated  they  could  not  tell  at  this  time 
when  this  would  be. 

With  the  formality  of  court  approval  of 
the  decree  over,  the  next  important  phase 
in  the  government’s  proceedings  will  be 
arguments  on  the  amended  and  supple- 
mental complaint.  This  is  set  for  Decem- 
ber 5 before  Judge  Goddard. 


Deny  Goodman  With  Para't 

New  York — Despite  reports  to  the  con- 
trary, foreign  spokesmen  for  Paramount 
here  declare  Del  Goodman,  who  recently 
resigned  as  Far  Eastern  manager  for  20th 
Century-Fox,  has  not  joined  the  company. 


Warner  to  Reissue  "Navy" 

Hollywood — Warner  announces  plans  to 
reissue  “Here  Comes  the  Navy,”  co-starring 
James  Cagney  and  Pat  O’Brien.  It  was 
made  in  1934. 


Ampa  Constitution  Meet 

New  York  — Final  action  on  proposed 
amendments  to  Ampa’s  constitution  will 
be  taken  at  a general  membership  meet- 
ing December  19. 


Arbitration's  Chief 
On  Nomination  Tour 


New  York — With  formal  federal  court 
authorization  tucked  in  his  pocket,  J. 
Noble  Braden,  executive  secretary  of  the 
American  Arbitration  Ass’n,  set  off  for 
Los  Angeles  over  the  weekend  on  the  first 
stop  of  a six  weeks’  trip  determined  that 
the  majority  of  31  nationwide  arbitration 
tribunals  will  be  ready  to  hear  cases  not 
later  than  February  15. 

Braden  will  devote  his  time  interviewing 
potential  arbitrators  and  the  selection  of 
chief  clerks.  The  latter  will  undoubtedly 
be  hired  immediately  so  they  can  begin 
occupancy  of  local  offices  by  February  1. 
The  names  of  arbitrators  must  first  be 
submitted  to  the  AAA’s  arbitration  com- 
mittee of  10  here,  but  upon  Braden’s  re- 
turn he  will  make  recommendations  as  to 
their  fitness,  at  which  time  those  selected 
will  comprise  local  arbitration  panels.  The 
chief  clerks  in  charge  of  tribunals  will  be 
required  not  to  have  any  past  or  present 
connection  with  the  industry — the  same 
stipulation  that  obtains  in  respect  to  ar- 
bitrators. 

As  matters  stand  it  is  possible  a num- 
ber of  tribunals  in  the  midwest  will  not 
have  as  large  a staff  as  those  in  larger 
cities  where  a chief  clerk  and  possibly  up 
to  three  secretaries  will  be  required  to 
handle  the  traffic.  Tribunals  may  be 
broken  up  into  A,  B and  C classes,  de- 
pending upon  the  number  of  personnel 
necessary. 

FWC  and  B&K  Decrees 
Are  Expected  Soon 

New  York — Coordination  of  the  FWC 
and  B&K  consent  decrees  are  expiected 
soon,  now  that  Federal  Judge  Henry  W. 
Goddard  has  signed  the  decree,  bringing 
to  an  end  the  government’s  suit  against 
Loew’s,  Paramount,  Warner,  20th-Fox  and 
RKO. 

Agreements  for  modifying  the  Los 
Angeles  decree  and  the  Chicago  arrange- 
ment had  been  completed  and  were  being 
held  up  until  Judge  Goddard  disposed  of 
the  New  York  action. 


Last  Rites  for  Sam  Flax; 
Stricken  at  Grid  Game 

Washington — Funeral  services  were  held 
at  Danzansky’s  Funeral  Parlor  for  Sam 
Flax,  56,  Republic  franchise  holder  who 
suffered  a heart  attack  while  attending 
a football  game  at  Griffith  Park.  He  is 
survived  by  his  brother,  Jake,  who  was 
his  partner;  a widow,  two  sons  and  two 
sisters. 


rr  - - -O 

White  Mice  and  Mountains 

New  York — They're  still  laughing,  the  attorneys  and  court  spectators  at  Judge 
Goddard's  public  hearing  on  the  proposed  consent  decree,  at  the  brief,  but  pointed, 
remarks  of  L.  M.  Rice,  counsel  for  Robb  & Rowley,  southwestern  independent  circuit. 

Rice  was  the  last  opposition  voice  on  the  decree.  He  said:  'Tve  been  in  the  busi- 
ness 15  years  and  anyone  who  can  stay  in  that  long  and  deal  with  distributors  must 
be  crazy. 

"The  decree,"  he  added,  “makes  the  court  a midwife  for  a white  mouse  of  which 
a mountain  is  being  delivered.  It  illustrates  that  anyone  who  gets  into  a deal  with 
distributors  is  taken  over  a barrel  and  his' pants  and  shirt  are  removed.  Ordinarily, 
they  leave  the  shirt  on,  but  this  time  distributors  took  off  the  pants,  too." 

■ --  - - 
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THE  Nicholas  M.  Schencks  gave  another 
party  to  the  Loew  circuit’s  theatre  per- 
sonnel the  other  night,  the  second  annual 
Thanksgiving  Party.  About  400  managers, 
assistants,  publicity  men,  top  executives, 
their  wives  and  sweethearts,  filled  the 
Starlight  Roof  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  and 
about  half  of  them  went  to  work  the  next 
morning  with  about  three  hours  sleep  un- 
der their  belts. 

There  was  another  of  those  whacky 
shows,  planned  with  great  precision  and 
aplomb  to  bring  out  all  the  humor  that 
surrounds  the  theatre  man  in  his  daily 

chores.  It  was  performed  for  the  most 
part  by  the  theatre  men  themselves,  and 
the  “mformality”  of  their  efforts  was 
something  that  beggars  description. 
Anyhow,  among  those  present: 

Jack  and  Mrs.  Abrams,  Wade  Ackerman,  L-u- 

ciile  Miller,  Nat  Adelson,  Helen  Quiuto,  Archie 

and  Mrs  Adlman,  George  Ahrens,  Julia  Moran, 
John  Alexis,  Christine  Andriopouios,  William  and 
Mrs.  Anelante,  Teddy  and  Mrs.  Arnow. 

Dominic  and  Mrs.  Barreca,  Lawrence  and  Mrs. 
Beatus,  Harry  and  Mrs.  Beck,  Joseph  and  Mrs. 
Beck,  Sam  and  Mrs.  Bennis,  Charles  and  Mrs. 
Bentley,  Albert  Bernstein,  H.  M.  Bernstein,  Adair 
Dollar,  Nathan  B.  Bernstock,  Florence  Leslie, 
Henry  and  Mrs.  Beuttel,  Jack  Blum,  Richard  and 
Mrs.  Bosch,  Major  Edward  Bowes. 

Seymour  Brond,  Ida  Leonette,  Harry  Brown, 

Edward  and  Mrs.  Brunner,  James  and  Mrs.  Bruno, 
Edward  Burke,  Lois  Reynoids,  Charles  F.  and 
Mrs.  Burns,  Sidney  Burrell,  Alice  Lynch. 

William  Carroll,  Mary  Gallon,  Joseph  and  Mrs. 
Citron,  H.  J.  Cleary,  Anna  Ball,  Leo  Cohen,  Esther 
Slutzker,  Tom  and  Mrs.  Connors,  Sam  and  Mrs. 
Coolick,  Ed  and  Mrs.  Crawford,  Frank  and  Mrs. 
Cronin,  John  and  Mrs.  Cusack. 

George  Daniels,  Belle  Zilzer,  Jerry  DeRosa, 
Frank  and  Mrs.  Doherty,  H.  M.  and  Mrs.  Dolin- 
sky,  Uscar  A.  and  Mrs.  Doob,  Bessie  Dove,  Edward 
Douglas,  Edward  and  Mrs.  Dowden,  William  A. 
Downs,  George  and  Mrs.  L»umond,  Arthur  and 
Mrs.  Egberts,  J.  N.  and  Mrs.  Eisenberg,  Albert 
and  Mrs.  Ellner,  Ernest  and  Mrs.  Emerling,  Joe 
and  Mrs.  Epstein,  George  and  Mrs.  Erkmann, 
Harvey  and  Mrs.  Everett. 

Louis  and  Mrs.  Falk,  Joseph  and  Mrs.  Feldhun, 
B.  and  Mrs.  Feinberg,  Charles  and  Mrs.  Fergu- 
son, Jack  Fieman,  Pauline  Fieman,  James  and 
Mrs.  Finnin,  Carl  and  Mrs.  Fishman,  Robert  and 
Mrs.  Frankl,  Irwin  and  Mrs.  Fredlyn,  Alex  and 
Mrs.  Frey,  L.  and  Mrs.  Friedman,  Sam  and  Mrs. 
Fromson,  C.  jr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller. 

Jerry  Goldstein,  Lenora  Lennon,  Frank  and  Mrs. 
Goodale,  James  and  Mrs.  Grady,  1.  H.  Green- 
field, Roslyn,  Lando,  Len  and  Mrs.  Grotte,  A. 
and  Mrs.  Guterman,  H.  and  Mrs.  Goldgraben, 
Frank  and  Mrs.  Handley,  Sol  Handwerger,  Ruth 
Ast,  Daniel  and  Mrs.  Harris,  Jack  Harris,  Adele 
Thomas,  Robert  and  Mrs.  Harris,  Carlton  F. 
Harrison,  Doug  and  Mrs.  Helgeson,  Arthur  Hersch- 
mann,  Walter  and  Mrs.  Hieber,  Stephen  and  Mrs. 
Hudson. 

Alan  and  Mrs.  Isaacs,  Lester  Isaacs,  June 
Glassberg,  Dan  Jacobson,  Rita  Jacobs,  Ben  Joel, 
Patricia  Murphy,  John  and  Mrs.  Judge,  Sidney 
Kain,  Hilma  Bereman,  George  and  Mrs.  Kann, 
Abe  Kaplan,  Mitzi  Levin,  Sam  and  Mrs.  Kaplan, 
Harry  F.  Karasik,  Bert  and  Mrs.  Kenny,  George 
and  Mrs.  Kirby,  William  Klenert,  Jeanette  Klen- 
ert,  Edward  Knapp,  James  J.  and  Mrs.  Kolbeck, 
Louis  Kramer,  Esther  Kunen. 

Herman  and  Mrs.  Landwehr,  Phillip  Laufer, 
Etta  Shaw,  Murray  Lenekoff,  Margaret  Tarnelly, 
Louise  Leonard,  Salli  and  Mrs.  Levi,  Howard  Levy, 
Pearl  Levy,  Joel  and  Mrs.  Levy,  Paul  Levy,  Flor- 
ence Levy,  Emanuel  and  Mrs.  Light,  Edmund  and 
Mrs.  Linder,  Albert  and  Mrs.  Lippe,  A1  and 
Mrs.  Loeffler,  Arthur  M.  and  Mrs.  Loew,  Henry 
Loew,  Eugene  and  Mrs.  Looram. 

Harold  and  Mrs.  MacMahon,  Gilbert  G.  Marbe, 
Fay  Marbe,  Stanley  and  Mrs.  Marks,  Leonard 
Mayer,  Evelyn  Miller,  Seymour  Mayer,  Roslyn 
Mayer,  Peter  F.  McCarty,  Kathryn  N.  McCarty, 
Samuel  and  Mrs.  Meinhold,  Eugene  and  Mrs. 
Meyers,  Ted  and  Mrs.  Meyn,  George  Miner,  Fred 
and  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Walter  and  Mrs.  Mock,  Mel 
Morgenstern,  Adelene  Rudko,  Charles  C.  Mosko- 
witz,  Harry  Moskowitz,  Charles  and  Mrs.  Moss, 
John  Murphy,  Elizabeth  Murphy,  Paul  Murphy, 
Lilian  Murphy. 

Alfred  and  Mrs.  Namerow,  Mr.  Nanerello, 
Della  Cave,  Robert  and  Mrs.  Nashick,  John  and 
Mrs.  Natoli,  Wilbur  Neustein,  Harriet  Goldstein, 
Ben  Newman.  Grace  Niles,  Capt.  Paul  Gilgar, 
William  and  Mrs.  Nitschke,  M.  D.  and  Mrs. 
O’Brien,  Edward  O’Connor,  Marie  Shannon,  John 
ahd  Mrs.  O’Connor. 

Phyllis  Paige,  Wm.  C.  Boren,  Sam  Pearlman, 
Florence  Rombouga,  B.  E.  and  Mrs.  Pierce, 
Charles  and  Mrs.  Phillips,  Wm.  S.  and  Mrs.  Phil- 
lips, Eugene  and  Mrs.  Picker,  Sidney  Piermont, 
Leonard  and  Mrs.  Pollack,  Ely  and  Mrs.  Porter, 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Roundup  at  RKO — 

Above,  the  photographic  ceremony 
signalizing  signing  of  the  Hartmans, 
eccentric  dancers,  for  “Sunny,”  Anna 
Neagle’s  next  musical  as  Ned  E.  Depi- 
net  looks  on  and  Jack  Bertell,  the 
team’s  manager,  lurks  in  the  rear.  Be- 
low is  a meeting  of  Dancer  Hal  LeRoy, 
Leading  Man  Victor  Mature  and  Di- 
rector Lewis  Milestone,  all  variously 
identified  with  RKO  activity,  at  the 
recent  luncheon  of  the  National  Board 
of  Review,  held  as  usual  at  the  Hotel 
Pennsylvania.  At  the  right  is  Stephen 
Vincent  Benet,  noted  author,  whose 
“The  Devil  and  Daniel  Webster” 
will  be  William  Dieterle’s  first  for 
RKO. 


George  Powell,  Harold  and  Mrs.  Privalle. 

William  and  Mr.s.  Rodgers,  Sam  and  Mrs. 
Rose,  Al  and  Mrs.  Rosen,  M.  Rosen.  Florence 
Rosen.  Harry  Rosenbaum.  Ruth  Van  Dyck.  M.  J. 
and  Mrs.  Rosenburgh,  George  and  Mrs.  Ruggles, 
Jerome  J.  Sager.  Ruth  Snider.  Lawrence  and  Mrs. 
Samuel,  Murray  and  Mrs.  Scharf,  Marvin  and  Mrs. 
Schenck,  Nicholas  M.  and  Mrs.  Schenck,  r>avid 
and  Mrs.  Schiller.  1.  B.  and  Mrs.  Schlosslierg,  Her- 
bert and  Mrs.  Schoenhof,  Edward  and  Mrs. 
Schwartz,  Irving  and  Mrs.  Schwartz,  Milton  and 
Mrs.  Schwartz,  Sigmund  and  Mrs.  Schwartz,  Sig- 
mund Seckel,  Maurice  and  Mrs.  Seidlitz,  I.  and 
Mrs.  Seldner,  Walter  Seligman,  Anita  Liffer,  Ben- 
jamin H.  Serkowich. 

Marcella  Hendricks.  Henry  and  Mrs.  Sharnp, 
James  Shepard,  Maria  Touchton,  Leon  and  Mrs. 
Sidosky,  Arnold  and  Mrs.  Siegel,  Herman  Silver, 
Nan  Serrnan.  Bernard  ahd  Mrs.  Simon.  Wilfred 
and  Mrs.  Simon,  Raymond  Simons,  Benjamin 
Singer,  Miriam  Mo<lel.  Nathan  Slater,  Charles  and 
Mrs.  Sonin,  Harry  and  Mrs.  Spivak.  Lawrence 
Stark,  Marion  Sweeten,  Joseph  and  Mrs.  Stica, 
William  H.  and  Mrs.  Stillman.  Sidney  and  Mrs. 
Stromberg,  Louis  and  Mrs.  Suess,  Paul  Swater, 
Anastacia  Posesky,  Morty  Tauber.  Frieda  Rosen, 
Eric  Van  Dyck,  Hanna  Gaertner.  Joseph  R.  Vogel, 
Martin  and  Mrs.  Waldman,  William  and  Mrs. 
Wiegand,  Al  and  Mrs.  Weiss,  Harry  and  Mrs. 
Weiss.  A.  and  Mrs.  Weltman.  Tr.ving  and  Mrs. 
Wilbur,  Max  and  Mrs.  Wolff.  William  Woolfolk, 
Terry  Cosgrove,  Bernard  Zelenko,  Marge  Myers, 
Harold  and  Mrs.  Zeltner. 


George  Dembow  is  out  of  Mt.  Sinai  Hos- 
pital after  a general  checkup  and  plans  to 
remain  at  home  for  a week  before  return- 
ing to  his  National  Screen  headquarters 
. . . Nat  Holt,  Cleveland  RKO  district  man- 
ager, returned  home  in  time  for  his 
Thanksgiving  dinner  after  home  office 
conferences  on  bookings  . . . Gertrude 
Scheedel  of  the  RKO  home  office  theatre 
booking  department  returns  to  her  desk 
Monday  after  an  appendectomy  . . . Bob 
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Sher,  special  assistant  to  the  attorney 
general,  saw  "Panama  Hattie”  Tuesday 
night  . . . Harry  Brandt  was  in  Washing- 
ton during  the  week  on  private  business 
. . . Van  Nomikos,  Chicago  independent 
circuit  operator,  has  been  around  town 
visiting  friends  and  getting  in  a little  busi- 
ness on  the  side  . . . Al  Sindlmger  of  the 
March  of  Time  is  hi  Ohio  on  a two-week 
vacation  . . . Humphrey  Bogart  and  his 
wife,  Mayo  Methot,  arrive  momentarily  to 
make  personal  appearances  at  the  Strand 
in  connection  with  "A  Dispatch  From 
Reuter’s”  which  opens  December  6. 

Service  has  been  slightly  disrupted  in 
the  Loew’s  circuit  publicity  offices  since 
Caryl  Dannenberg,  secretary  to  Ernie 
Emerling,  burst  into  the  routine  with  an 
engagement  ring  that  big.  The  affianced 
is  Herbert  Anderson,  who  is  in  the  cos- 
tume jewelry  business  . . . Charles  E.  Mc- 
Carthy is  back  at  the  desk  after  an  air 
trip  to  the  coast  . . . Lynn  Farnol  is  aw- 
fully proud  of  the  gorgeous  window  dis- 
play set  up  at  Bonwit-Teller's  on  behalf 
of  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad”  . . . Gloria  Sileo, 
13 -year-old  daughter  of  Jimmy,  who  is  the 
trade’s  Minister  of  Photographs,  has  writ- 
ten a mystery  novel  entitled  “Footsteps 
on  the  Gravel  Path.”  Simon  and  Schus- 
ter are  interested  in  it.  The  youngster 
wrote  it  to  pay  her  way  through  boarding 
school  . . . Pete  Mayer  popped  into  town 
from  the  coast  to  spend  Thanksgiving  with 
the  family  and  clean  up  personal  affairs 
preparatory  to  a permanent  shift  west. 

Warner  threw  a cocktail  party  for  the 
visiting  Priscilla  Lane  at  the  Gotham  Fri- 
day . . . And  over  2,000  of  the  company’s 
members  of  the  Warner  Club  jammed  the 
Hotel  Commodore  Saturday  night  for  their 
Thanksgiving  dinner  dance.  Bob  Chester 
and  his  orchestra  supplied  the  music  and 
a star-studded  show  was  a highlight  of  the 
affair,  the  first  informal  party  held  by  the 
employes  group  . . . Isabel  Austin,  secre- 
tary to  Homer  Harmon  at  the  Roxy,  is 
vacationing  in  Florida  . . . Ditto  Rose  Mi- 
rell,  secretary  to  Leon  Netter  at  Paramount 
. . . Aldyth  Reichenback,  secretary  to  Bar- 
ney Balaban,  is  back  at  her  desk  after  be- 
ing laid  up  for  almost  two  weeks  after  an 
auto  accident.  Frances  S.  Gashel  did  a 
swell  job  of  pinch-hitting  during  her  ab- 
sence . . . Betty  Grable  has  returned  to 
Hollywood  . . . Ditto  Gene  Tierney. 

Noble  Braden  of  the  AAA  is  now  on 
the  coast  checking  up  on  the  pros- 
pective personnel  for  the  arbitration 
tribunals  to  be  set  up  in  Los  Angeles  and 
San  Francisco.  He  will  make  other  key 
centers  on  his  way  east  . . . Dan  F.  Green- 
house, RKO  Philippine  manager,  is  on  the 
coast  and  due  in  New  York  shortly.  It’s 
vacation  stuff  for  him  . . . Walter  Bran- 
son, RKO  midwest  district  manager,  was 
in  town  the  other  day  for  home  office 
conferences  . . . Hank  Linet  is  accom- 
panying Gloria  Jean  on  a tour  of  the 
midwest.  It’s  a personal  appearance  jaunt 
for  the  Universal  moppet  . . . Bob  Weit- 
man  reports  a $26,000  weekend  gross  for 
“North  West  Mounted  Police”  at  the  Para- 
mount ...  Ed  Raftery  is  back  from  the 
coast  after  attending  a UA  stockholders 
meeting  there  . . . George  Weltner’s  great 
hobby  is  cruising  along  the  sound  near 
his  home  at  Woodmere,  L.  I.  . . . Chalk 
up  another  successful  affair  for  M.  P. 
Associates  which  held  its  21st  annual 
charity  dinner  and  dance  at  the  Astor 
Wednesday  night.  On  tap  were  Bob  Ches- 
ter and  his  orchestra,  the  Havana  Rhum- 
ba Band,  the  Radio  Rogues,  Henny  Young- 
man,  who  acted  as  m.  c.,  the  Ben  Yost 
Varsity  Eight  and  a host  of  others.  Con- 
siderable credit  goes  to  Jack  Ellis,  presi- 
dent, and  his  various  committees.  They 
turned  in  a grand  job  on  the  souvenir 
journal,  the  entire  proceeds  of  which  go 


He  Succeeds  Golden 
At  Monogram  Post 


— Martin  Sheridan 

Hollywood — Steve  Broidy,  Monogram’s 
New  England  franchise-holder,  succeeds 
Edward  A.  (Doc)  Golden  as  general  sales 
manager  of  the  company.  He  assumes  his 
new  post  December  2. 

Golden  tendered  his  resignation  at  a 
meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  here  and 
stated  he  will  divulge  his  plans  for  the 
future  shortly. 

Weeks  Finishes  Program; 

Adds  Four  More  Titles 

Hollywood — Completing  the  balance  of 
his  program  for  the  year,  George  Weeks 
has  lined  up  four  more  titles  for  his  in- 
dependent producing  unit.  They  are  “Dead 
End  Trail,”  “Terror  Town,”  “Trail  of  the 
Silver  Spur”  and  “Tumbledown  Ranch,” 
each  of  which  will  co-star  Ray  Corrigan, 
John  King  and  Max  Terhune.  Monogram 
will  release. 

"Dictator"  Bows  Out  of 
Capitol  After  6 Weeks 

New  York— After  six  weeks,  “The  Dic- 
tator” bows  out  of  the  Capitol  Tuesday  at 
midnight.  It  will  be  succeeded  by  “Third 
Finger,  Left  Hand.”  The  two-a-day  run 
of  the  Chaplin  picture  continues  at  the 
Astor  indefinitely. 


Block  Plan  to  Build 

Philadelphia — The  city  council  has  vot- 
ed to  rezone  the  Stanton  area  from  a com- 
mercial to  a residential  section,  thereby 
thwarting  Abe  Sablosky’s  long-held  plans 
to  build  a theatre  in  the  area.  Sablosky, 
who  had  the  zoning  board’s  approval  for 
a theatre  project,  may  fight  the  council’s 
action. 


Big  Wage  Dividend 

Rochester — Eastman  Kodak  directors 
have  voted  a 1941  wage  dividend  approxi- 
mating $2,625,000  to  its  employes,  to  be 
paid  March  24.  The  sum  represents  a 
$262,669  increase  as  compared  to  1940. 


to  the  organization’s  relief  fund.  It  will 
amount  to  thousands  of  dollars.  There 
were  about  600  present,  including  Glenda 
Farrell,  Mary  Brian,  Simone  Simon,  Mar- 
ion Marsh,  Alan  Dinehart,  Lyle  Talbot 
and  James  Dunn. 

Joe  Hornstein  is  back  from  Miami  where 
he  visited  his  wife  and  son.  The  latter 


is  ill  with  a skin  disease  and  spent  the 
entire  summer  in  the  southern  climate. 
J.  H.  managed  to  get  in  a lot  of  fishing 
in  the  two  and  a half  weeks  in  the  Gulf 
zone  . . . Harry  Egert,  Rational  Screen  zone 
manager,  spent  a few  days  in  New  Haven 
the  early  part  of  the  week  . . . Al  Herman, 
former  Universal  district  and  branch 
manager,  was  in  from  Boston  for  a quick 
looksee  at  the  town.  He  says  he  still  lives 
in  Boston,  having  a lease  on  an  apartment 
there  . . . Sig  Wittman,  formerly  with 
Universal,  is  in  the  real  estate  business 
and  spent  part  of  the  week  in  Chicago 
visiting  a sister,  who  is  ill  . . . Morris  Ku- 
tinsky  says  Armistiee  Week  was  the  best 
for  the  theatres  in  some  time,  what  with 
continuous  rain,  and  so  forth. 

William  Gedris  of  Ideal  Seating,  Grand 
Rapids,  was  in  town  during  the  week  for 
conferences  with  his  local  distributors  . . . 
Major  Warner’s  new  Buick  is  a honey. 
For  confirmation  check  with  Joseph  H. 
Hazen  and  Stanleigh  Friedman  . . . Mur- 
ray Stahl,  New  Jersey  exhibitor,  gave  out 
18  turkeys  Tuesday  to  bookers  in  the  local 
exchanges.  He  says  he  does  it  every  year 
in  appreciation  of  the  fact  he  once  was 
a booker  himself  . . . Bill  Brown  has 
taken  back  operation  of  the  Storm  King, 
Cornwall,  which  had  been  turned  over  to 
the  Brandt  circuit  for  a brief  period  . . . 
Bob  Schless,  recently  appointed  foreign 
head  for  Warner,  leaves  by  plane  next 
week  for  Mexico  and  Brazil  . . . Leon 
Kamern,  manager  of  the  Astor,  is  re- 
cuperating at  Medical  Arts  Hospital  from 
an  appendectomy  . . . Johnny  Murphy’s 
luck  is  holding  up.  The  other  night  he 
won  a turkey  at  his  golf  club  by  spinning 
a wheel  . . . Joseph  Lucachevitz,  French 
producer,  has  gone  to  the  coast  to  set 
plans  for  future  production. 

Bob  Rubin  has  taken  to  sun  lamps  to 
revive  that  Miami  tan  . . . George  Dillon, 
who  recently  had  a troublesome  kidney 
removed,  is  back  on  the  Warner  sales 
force  in  the  mideast  territory  . . . Sid- 
ney Mayer,  Loew  division  manager,  is 
eyeing  Miami  again,  but  it  won’t  be  for 
several  months  before  he  takes  off  for 
the  whiter  resort  . . . Lucille  Ball,  Desi 
Arnaz  and  Hal  LeRoy,  all  of  “Too  Many 
Girls,”  attended  the  premiere  of  the  film 
at  the  Criterion  the  other  night.  Miss 
Ball  left  Saturday  for  Milwaukee  and  Chi- 
cago to  appear  in  a benefit  show  spon- 
sored by  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel  . . . While 
in  the  east,  William  Dieterle  purchased 
the  screen  rights  for  Stephen  Vincent 
Benet’s  "The  Devil  and  Daniel  Webster,” 
which  ran  as  a short  story  in  SEP  sev- 
eral months  ago.  He’ll  make  it  for  RKO 
with  Charles  Glett  as  associate  producer 
. . . Grad  Sears  hopes  to  leave  soon  on 
his  tour  of  Warner  exchanges  in  con- 
nection with  his  latest  drive. 

Harry  Arthur  brought  his  brother,  Ed- 
die, in  from  St.  Louis  on  his  latest  trip 
which  included,  among  other  things,  ne- 
gotiations with  Paramount  on  a new 
product  deal  . . . Charles  A.  Buckley,  gen- 
eral counsel  for  FWC,  is  still  around  town 
. . . Sidney  R.  Kent  has  his  old  zip  back 
again.  He  looks  fine  and  feels  the  same 
way.  Larry,  his  brother,  says  so,  and  so 
it  is.  Larry,  by  the  way,  is  planning  to 
return  to  his  coast  headquarters  where 
he  is  film  buyer  for  FWC  in  about  three 
weeks  . . . Michael  D’Angelis,  Rochester 
architect,  was  in  town  the  other  day  for 
conferences  with  a number  of  local  ex- 
hibitors . . . Frank  Seltzer,  publicity  and 
advertising  head  for  Hal  Roach,  has  been 
in  town  for  a few  weeks  and  plans  to 
head  west  again  shortly  . . . L.  M.  Rice, 
counsel  for  Robb  & Rowley,  who  appeared 
for  his  clients  at  the  public  hearing  on 
the  consent  decree,  stayed  over  a few  days 
before  returning  home. 
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Music  Squabble  May 
Embroil  Industry 


New  York — Most  important  decision  of 
the  week  was  the  verdict  of  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Aaron  Steuer  in  deciding  the 
American  Guild  of  Musical  Artists  was  in 
error  in  soliciting  prominent  instrumental- 
ists in  becoming  members  of  AGMA  and 
that  the  American  Federation  of  Musicians 
actually  was  entitled  to  the  membership  of 
these  musicians.  At  a first  glance  this 
decision  would  seem  to  have  little  effect  on 
the  film  industry  as  it  is  purely  a battle 
of  jurisdiction  between  rival  musical 
unions,  but  as  often  is  the  case  the  inno- 
cent by-stander  gets  hurt  in  such  a fight, 
and  the  film  industry  in  this  case  might 
be  that  by-stander. 

AGMA  was  backed  in  its  fight  by  SAG 
and  the  AFRA.  The  musical  organization 
has  announced  that,  if  the  AFM  refuses 
to  allow  its  members  to  play  with  AGMA 
solo  instrumentalists,  its  singers  will  refuse 
to  work  with  the  AFM  and  members  of 
SAG  will  back  them  up.  If  this  is  carried 
as  far  as  it  seems  possible  at  the  moment, 
all  Hollywood  production  might  be  tied  up, 
not  only  in  films  with  singers  such  as  Nel- 
son Eddy,  Jeanette  MacDonald,  and  oth- 
ers, but  actors  might  refuse  to  work  with 
orchestras  used  for  background  music. 

Any  attempt  to  solve  the  difficulties  at 
the  present  time  seems  hopeless  as  James 
C.  Petrillo,  president  of  the  AFM,  de- 
clares his  intentions  of  calling  out  his  men 
immediately  and  AGMA  will  start  its  fight 
with  other  members  of  the  four  A’s  back- 
ing it  as  soon  as  Petrillo  moves. 

Epoch  Producing  Corp.,  owners  of  the 
title  and  the  film  “The  Birth  of  a Nation,” 
have  started  a supreme  court  suit  against 
CBS  claiming  the  broadcasting  system  in 
September  started  a program  under  the 
same  name  over  WABC.  An  injunction, 
accounting  of  profits,  and  damages  are 
sought. 

Suit  of  Clara  Dollar  and  Robert  Louis 
Shayon  against  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Eddie 
Cantor,  and  UA  for  $2,000,000  damages  for 
the  alleged  plagiarism  of  plaintiff’s  play 
“Oh  Shah”  in  “Roman  Scandals,”  seems 
to  stand  little  chance  of  court  success,  as 
Federal  Judge  Samuel  Mandelbaum,  back- 
ing up  a former  opinion  of  his  made  a 
year  ago,  has  refused  to  allow  plaintiffs  to 
plead  their  case  on  any  but  one  issue: 
Whether  or  not  the  scenario  resembles  the 
picture.  Action  had  been  dismissed  in 
1938  but  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  ruled 
Judge  John  M.  Woolsey  had  not  seen  the 
film  and  ordered  the  lower  court  to  find 
out  if  there  was  a similarity. 

Charles  Chaplin  will  be  examined  be- 
fore trial  in  the  federal  court  November  26 
according  to  a stipulation  filed  by  Harry 
Jacobs,  as  the  Garden  Camera  Exchange, 
whom  the  actor-producer  is  suing.  Chap- 
lin claims  Jacobs  dubbed  a print  of  his 
“Shoulder  Arms”  into  16mm  and  sold 
copies.  An  injunction,  accounting  of 
profits,  and  damages  are  sought. 

Suit  of  Philip,  Frank,  Joseph,  Douglas, 
Michael  and  James  Turnesa  against  Pathe 
News,  RKO  Corp.,  and  RKO  Distributing 
Corp.  was  settled  and  discontinued  out  of 
the  federal  court.  Action  sought  $25,000 
damages  with  the  plaintiffs,  professional 
golfers,  claiming  that  the  short  they  made 
for  RKO  entitled  “Sportscope”  in  1938 
advertised  a golf  ball  without  their  per- 
mission. 

Suit  for  $121,750  against  Edmund  Lowe 
was  tossed  out  by  a supreme  court  jury  be- 
fore Justice  Benedict  Dineen.  Action  was 


Benny-Alien  Film  Bows 
In  Miami  December  20 


Hollywood — “Love  Thy  Neighbor,”  the 
Jack  Benny-Fred  Allen  picture  for  Para- 
mount, will  have  its  premiere  December  20 
in  Miami.  Both  radio  stars  are  expected 
to  make  a personal  appearance  in  Miami 
and  broadcast  from  there.  For  the  past 
few  weeks  they  have  been  kidding  each 
other  about  the  picture.  On  a recent 
radio  show,  Benny  indicated  the  premiere 
would  be  held  at  Greenville,  Ga.,  the  home 
town  of  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  but  this  was 
understood  a come-on  for  a retort  from 
Allen  on  his  program  the  following  Wed- 
nesday. 


Schenck-Moskowitz  Trial 
Put  Over  to  December  2 

New  York — Trial  of  Joseph  M.  Schenck 
and  Joseph  M.  Moskowitz  for  alleged  vio- 
lation of  income  tax  payments  and,  in 
Schenck’s  case,  for  alleged  perjury,  has 
been  put  over  again  by  Federal  Judge  John 
W.  Clancy  to  December  2.  Trial  was 
scheduled  to  get  under  way  November  15, 
but  since  Schenck’s  attorney  is  tied  up  in 
another  action,  government  attorneys  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  it  will  be  the  middle  of 
January  or  early  February  before  the  ex- 
ecutive is  tried. 


Harry  C,  Arthur  Lines  Up 
Talent  lor  St,  Louis 

St.  Louis — Harry  C.  Arthur  has  re- 
turned from  New  York  after  lining  up  a 
strong  list  of  talent  for  the  Fox  here.  The 
F&M  head  this  week  reinstated  stage 
names  and  has  lined  up  such  band  names 
as  Larry  Clinton,  Will  Osborne  and  others 
of  local  and  national  prominence.  Judy 
Canova  was  to  have  been  booked  in  next 
week,  but  was  canceled  due  to  a hurry  call 
from  the  Republic  studio. 


Cinecolor  Shows  Loss 

New  York — Cinecolor,  Inc.,  shows  a net 
loss  of  $20,240  for  the  quarter  ending 
September,  according  to  unaudited  fig- 
ures filed  with  the  SEC.  Sales  for  the 
period  totaled  $21,199. 


filed  by  two  sisters  of  the  actor’s  deceased 
wife,  Lilyan  Tashman,  who  sought  to  re- 
ceive jewelry  and  furs  left  by  her.  The 
jury  upheld  Lowe’s  contention  that  most  of 
the  articles  sued  for  were  borrowed. 

Suit  of  Joseph  Balaber  against  Ben- 
Ami  Amusement  Corp.,  and  Lou  Klein  was 
revealed  in  the  supreme  court  when  Jus- 
tice William  T.  Collins  denied  plaintiff’s 
plea  for  the  appointment  of  a receiver  for 
the  defendant.  Plaintiff  claims  to  be  a 
half  partner  in  the  Miami  Theatre,  which 
since  1939  has  been  reviving  silents,  and 
claims  the  defendants  are  refusing  him  an 
accounting  on  monies  due. 

Eureka  Productions,  Samuel  Cummins, 
Jacques  Koerpal,  and  Rose  Chatkin  have 
filed  an  answer  in  the  supreme  court  to 
the  $100,000  suit  of  Max  Weingarten  and 
Michael  M.  Wyngate  against  them.  An- 
swer claims  the  defendants  still  own 
“Ecstasy”  and  asks  a dismissal  of  the  ac- 
tion. Defendants  have  been  distributing 
the  picture  for  five  years  and  plaintiffs 
claim  an  agreement  with  the  producers 
giving  them  the  rights  at  the  expiration  of 
a five  year  period. 


Legion  Boycott  May 
Be  Resumed  Again 


Washington — Resumption  of  the  Legion 
of  Decency  boycott  of  1934  will  be  de- 
clared by  the  Catholic  Church  unless  the 
moral  tone  of  motion  pictures  is  vastly 
improved,  it  was  indicated  last  week  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Archbishops  and 
Bishops  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

In  a report  sharply  contrasting  with  the 
commendatory  sentiments  expressed  in  the 
past  few  years,  the  Episcopal  Committee 
on  Motion  Pictures  strongly  scored  the  “in- 
creasing objectionable  tendencies  which 
lately  have  become  manifest  in  films.” 

The  motion  picture  committee,  consist- 
ing of  the  Most  Rev.  John  T.  McNicholas, 
O.  P.,  Archbishop  of  Cincinnati,  chairman; 
the  Most  Rev.  John  J.  Xantwell,  Arch- 
bishop of  Los  Angeles;  the  Most  Rev.  Hugh 
C.  Boyle,  Bishop  of  Pittsburgh;  the  Most 
Rev.  John  F.  Noll,  Bishop  of  Fort  Wayne, 
and  the  Most  Rev.  Stephen  J.  Donahue, 
Auxiliary  Bishop  of  New  York,  slashed  out 
at  the  industry  in  a statement  which  was 
considered  so  important  by  the  general 
conference  that  it  was  made  available  to 
the  newspapers  of  the  country. 

No  threat  that  the  boycott  would  be 
resumed  was  made  directly  in  the  state- 
ment, but  attention  was  called  to  the  fact 
that  such  action  had  been  very  success- 
ful in  1934,  and  members  of  the  church 
were  urged  to  “renew  their  vigilance” 
against  undesirable  films. 

Warns  of  "Ground  Lost" 

“While  in  the  recent  past  it  has  been 
our  pleasure  to  note  the  efforts  which 
cinema  producers  have  made  to  improve 
the  moral  character  of  motion  picture  en- 
tertainment, and  to  express  our  appreci- 
ation of  results  obtained,  it  now  becomes 
our  duty  to  warn  our  people  that  some  of 
the  good  ground  gained  has  been  lost,” 
the  conference  declared  in  its  statement. 

“Evidence  is  accumulating  that  there  is 
a partial  return  to  practices  against  which 
the  voice  and  authority  of  the  Catholic 
Church  of  the  United  States  vigorously 
protested  in  1934. 

“In  this  protest  concurred  multitudes  not 
of  the  Catholic  Faith  who  also  were  deep- 
ly concerned  about  films  which  threatened 
the  morals  of  the  young,  the  family,  and 
the  nation. 

“Our  responsibility  for  the  welfare  of 
souls  makes  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  do 
everything  in  our  power  to  prevent  the 
exposure  of  our  people  to  the  incalculable 
evil  of  the  immoral  cinema.  We  therefore 
register  our  strong  protest  against  the  in- 
creasing objectionable  tendencies  which 
lately  have  become  manifest  in  films. 

“We  urge  our  Catholic  people,  especial- 
ly parents,  to  renew  their  vigilance  against 
the  pernicious  influence  of  films  which 
disregard  the  moral  law  and  subvert  the 
foundations  of  Christian  society. 

“We  call  upon  priests  and  people  to 
maintain  and  strengthen  diocesan  organi- 
zation of  the  Legion  of  Decency  in  each 
diocese,  and  to  coordinate  efforts  with  the 
National  Office  of  the  Legion  in  New  York, 
so  that  a united  front  may  stand  firmly 
against  films  morally  objectionable.” 


Declares  Dividend 

New  York — Consolidated  Film  Indus- 
tries, Inc.,  has  declared  a 25-cent  dividend 
on  the  preferred,  payable  December  27  to 
stockholders  of  record  at  the  close  of 
business  December  5. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  23,  1940 


22-A 
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■yiSITORS:  Larry  Carkey,  Utica;  Vic 

Bunze,  Casino,  Waterford;  Woolsey 
Ackerman,  Berlin;  Harvey  English,  Eng- 
lish circuit,  Hancock;  Mitchell  Conery, 
Conery  circuit,  Ravena;  Kingsley  Ryan, 
Ausable  Forks  and  Keesville;  Clarence 
Dopp,  Johnstown;  Frank  Wieting,  Park, 
Cobleskill;  Bill  Kraemer,  feature  booker, 
and  Herb  Brown,  short  subject  booker, 
for  Schine  circuit  in  Albany  territory; 
Frank  Williams,  booker  for  Benton  cir- 
cuit, Saratoga;  Henry  Frieder  and  Henry 
Grossman,  Hudson  exhibitors;  Neil  Hell- 
man,  Heilman  circuit,  Albany  and  Troy; 
Vivian  Sweet,  Star,  Salem,  and  Swan, 
Greenwich;  Mrs.  Frieda  Klein,  Hunter, 
Hunter;  Sid  Dwore,  Cameo  and  Lincoln, 
Schenectady;  Frank  Shay,  Crane,  Schenec- 
tady; George  Thornton,  Orpheum,  Sau- 
gerties;  Harry  Savett,  Antwerp,  Port  Ley- 
den and  Greene;  Clarence  Malloy,  pro- 
jectionist at  the  State,  Mechanicville; 
Barney  Pearlman,  James,  Utica;  Dave 
Rosenbaum,  operator  of  Strand,  Elizabeth- 
town, and  manager  of  theatres  in  Kees- 
ville and  Ausable  Forks  (with  his  wife, 
he  was  en  route  to  New  York  for  Thanks- 
giving) ; Sam  MUberg,  Ritz,  Scotia,  and 
family,  Watervliet. 

Hudson  Amusement  Corp.  has  been 
formed  to  conduct  a motion  picture  and 
theatrical  business  in  Hudson.  Capital 
stock  is  $3,000,  $50  par.  Incorporators 
are  Mildred  Lamont  and  Ethel  Rouse,  Al- 
bany, and  Norman  H.  Pratt,  Rensselaer. 
Mildred  Lamont  is  the  wife  of  Harry  La- 
mont, who  soon  will  open  a new  theatre 
in  Hudson.  Theatre  is  located  in  a for- 
mer A&P  store  near  old  Playhouse. 
Work  on  remodeling  and  equipping  has 
gone  forward  so  rapidly  that  opening  is 
expected  in  about  two  weeks.  Lamont  al- 
ready operates  theatres  in  Philmont, 
Greeriville  and  Athens.  Meanwhile,  it  is 
said  Walter  Reade,  Henry  Frieder  and 
Henry  Grossman  plan  to  reopen  at  or 
before  Christmas  the  Warren,  one  of  their 
three  Hudson  theatres.  It  has  been  dark 
for  more  than  a year. 

Elmer  Crowningshield,  Empire  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  who  has  been  confined  at 
home  with  arthritis,  managed  to  go  to 
the  office  for  a look  around.  Empire  has 
been  doing  repair  work  on  the  booth  at 
Benton’s  State,  Mechanicville  ...  Ed 
Rosenbaum,  of  Columbia’s  Flying  Press 
Squad,  recently  visited  Branch  Manager 
Joe  Miller.  He  is  hopping  about  the 
country  on  exploitation  for  “Arizona.” 

Bill  Barney,  Grand,  Watervliet,  suf- 
fered a double  misfortune.  He  broke  his 
nose  in  an  automobile  accident  (he  was 
riding)  and  he  had  several  hundred  dol- 
lars stolen  from  his  home  . . . Lou  Wein- 
berg, Columbia  district  manager,  and  Lou 
Astor,  special  home  office  representative 
working  on  circuit  deals,  stopped  briefly 
at  the  local  exchange  on  return  trip  to 
New  York  from  Schine  quarters  in  Glo- 
versville  . . . Morris  Cohn,  Columbia  sales- 
man and  one  of  friendliest  on  the  Row, 
planned  to  leave  after  Thanksgiving  on 
a two-week  swing  of  his  account  towns. 

Bill  Truex,  operating  Bisby  Hall,  West 
Winfield,  has  moved  to  that  town  from 
Fort  Plain  . . . Harry  Berkson,  Monogram 
upstate  franchise  holder,  here  from  Buf- 
falo for  a huddle  with  M.  A.  Silver,  War- 
ner Theatres  zone  head  . . . Bernard 
Kranze,  RKO  manager,  in  New  York  work- 
ing on  Fabian  and  Reade  chain  deals  . . . 
Jere  Spandau,  Universal  boss,  made  Schine 
offices  in  GloversviUe  and  Kallett’s  in 
Oneida,  among  his  stops  . . . Monogram’s 
local  office  is  taking  part  in  Jam  Handy 


Service  playdate  drive  honoring  Don  Wid- 
lund.  Industrials  are  being  released  at 
the  rate  of  two  a month,  “The  Nation’s 
Power”  being  the  latest. 

The  engagement  of  Edna  Barbara  Poe, 
secretary  to  Clarence  Eiseman,  United 
Artists  branch  manager  in  New  York,  to 
Harold  Sugarman,  UA  salesman  in  the 
Albany  territory,  is  announced  . . . Joseph 
Bernhard,  general  manager  of  Warner 
Theatres,  inspected  Albany  area  houses 
during  a visit. 


REVIEW  ■ 

• FLASHES 


ELLERY  QUEEN,  MASTER  DETECTIVE  (Col) 
— The  initial  installment  augurs  well  for 
the  popularity  of  the  series  which  Pro- 
ducer Larry  Darmour  is  basing  on  the  ex- 
ploits of  Ellery  Queen,  whose  super-sleuth- 
ing is  known  to  millions  of  detective  yarn 
enthusiasts  and  radio  listeners.  The  ap- 
proach of  his  film  adventures  is  saved  from 
becoming  top-heavy  in  dramatics  through 
refreshing  comedy  treatment.  Ralph  Bel- 
lamy smoothly  fits  the  title  role  and  Mar- 
garet Lindsay  seems  a natural  selection 
for  his  female  foil.  Nikki  Porter.  Kurt  Neu- 
mann directed. 

HOLD  THAT  WOMAN  (PRC)— A fast-moving, 
glib  sort  of  comedy-drama  that  should  pro- 
vide satisfactory  entertainment  in  routine 
fashion.  An  investigator  of  installment 
beaters  in  a giddy  afternoon  of  tracing, 
manages  to  marry  his  girl,  find  a bag  of 
stolen  jewels,  furnish  a home  and  collect 
a reward.  James  Dunn,  Frances  Gifford. 

MEET  THE  MISSUS  (Rep)— All  the  prop 
situations  that  bring  laughs  have  been 
thrown  into  the  making  of  the  plot,  and 
the  laughs  will  come.  The  happenings 
start  off  when  Junior  loses  $5,000  in  bonds 
that  Joe  Higgins'  boss  entrusted  him  to  de- 
liver. Roscoe  Earns,  Ruth  Donnelly.  Direc- 
tor: Mai  St.  Clair. 

MELODY  RANCH  (Rep)— Most  elaborate 
Autry  and  a very  good  show  for  his  legion 
of  fans.  Has  excellent  production  values, 
plenty  of  song,  comedy  and  action.  Ann 
Miller,  effective  feminine  foil  and  Jimmy 
Durante,  swell  comic.  Joseph  Santley  di- 
rected. 

MURDER  OVER  NEW  YORK  (20th-Fox)— Per- 
formances ably  fit  the  bill  in  this  standard 
excitement  workout  wherein  Charlie  Chan 
adventures  through  a murder,  sabotage  in 
the  aircraft  industry,  death  by  poison  gas 
and  intermixed  romance.  Sidney  Toler, 
Marjorie  Weaver,  Ricardo  Cortez.  Harry 
Lachman  directed. 

TAKE  ME  BACK  TO  OKLAHOMA  (Mono)— 
This  Tex  Ritter  sagebrusher  reflects  the 
above.-average  budget  which  Producer  Ed- 
ward Finney  allocated  to  its  making.  It 
is  probably  the  best  of  the  series  and 
should  be  welcomed  as  such  by  the  sing- 
ing cowhand's  fans.  In  those  situations 
where  western  fare  in  its  most  orthodox 
form  is  profitable  program  material,  the  film 
qualifies  as  highly  acceptable.  A1  Herman 
directed. 

Additional  Review  Flashes  on  page  15. 


B lU  IF  IF  A IL  O 

^HE  Nestle’s  Hot  Chocolate  Boat  has  re- 
turned to  the  mezzanine  floor  of  the 
Buffalo  'Theatre  for  the  winter  months. 
It  is  a tieup  between  the  Nestle  company 
and  the  Shea  company  whereby  the  pa- 
trons of  the  theatre  are  treated  to  a free 
cup  of  the  beverage  . . . Again  this  year, 
Vince  McFaul  is  turning  his  Great  Lakes 
Theatre  over  to  the  Courier  Express  for 
their  annual  toy  fund  show,  presenting 
outstanding  talent  of  this  locality  on  the 
stage.  He  has  also  booked  New  York  tal- 
ent for  the  affair.  Proceeds  of  the  show 
go  to  buy  toys  for  underprivileged  chil- 
dren of  this  city  . . . Leo  Neckers  of  the 
Buffalo  Theatre  is  confined  to  bed  with  a 
serious  back  ailment  . . . Bob  Shatzel, 
Bailey  Theatres,  is  still  trying  to  straighten 
out  the  monies  received  by  that  theatre 
as  a result  of  their  placement  in  the  Base- 
ball League,  this  past  summer. 

The  Philharmonic  Junior  Committee  has 
solicited  the  services  of  George  C.  Maurer 
to  train  usherettes  for  their  presentations 
. . . Jeanette  MacDonald  is  the  next  cele- 
brity due  to  appear  at  this  Hall,  according 
to  W ini  fried  Cory,  managing  director. 

George  Rosing  and  his  Roosevelt  Thea- 
tre team  defeated  the  Buffalo  One  team 
two  out  of  three,  Friday  night.  It  was  the 
first  game  out  of  21  that  the  team  lost. 
The  Buffalo  One  team  dropped  to  third 
place  as  a result,  with  the  Shea  Hippo- 
drome team  taking  the  second  place  posi- 
tion . . . Mart  Murett  and  the  Kenmore 
team  is  a close  fourth.  Eddy  Miller  and  his 
Lackawanna  team  are  still  holding  the 
bottom  place  by  a nice  margin.  Eddy  is 
also  presenting  amateurs  at  his  theatre. 

Bob  Dame,  Shea  Niagara  manager,  is 
proving  himself  capable  of  working  on  both 
sides  of  the  footlights.  He  is  emceeing  the 
amateur  contests  presented  at  his  theatre 
weekly  and  doing  a good  fob  . . . Bill  Brett, 
Shea  Buffalo  manager,  is  auditioning  ama- 
teurs all  this  week  to  compete  on  the  stage 
the  week  that  Gene  Krupa  appears.  Win- 
ners will  receive  a week’s  engagement  at 
the  Buffalo  when  Clyde  McCoy  and  or- 
chestra appear  there  . . . Local  papers  re- 
port that  Vincent  R.  McFaul,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Shea  chain,  has  booked  Kay 
Kyser  for  a January  appearance. 

The  Shea  Service  Employes  have  drafted 
various  exchange  employes  to  help  the 
sale  of  tickets  for  their  approaching 
dance.  Among  those  contacted  are  Ralph 
Maw,  Metro  branch  manager;  Syd  Sam- 
son, Fox  branch  manager;  Elmer  Lux, 
RKO  branch  manager;  Ruth  Rappaport, 
Warner  booker;  Syd  Lehman,  United  Art- 
ists branch  manager,  and  Bob  Murphy, 
Shea  booker  and  Variety  Club  chief  bar- 
ker . . . McFaul  has  promised  the  personal 
appearance  of  Gene  Krupa  and  members 
of  his  show  at  the  affair  . . . Mart  Mur- 
ret,  association  president,  wishes  to  thank 
Don  Tranter  of  the  Courier  Express  for 
the  plug  he  gave  the  dance  in  his  column. 

Syd  Lehman  has  his  office  looking  like 
a page  out  of  the  Arabian  Nights,  with 
masks  of  various  characters  from  “Thief  of 
Bagdad”  decorating  the  walls  . . . Elmer 
Lux  out  of  toum  for  a few  days,  and  where 
is  Mary  Friedrichs?  . . . Marion  Gueth, 
MPTO  secretary,  slaving  over  an  address 
machine  readying  postcards  announcing  a 
coming  meeting  of  that  organization.  They 
have  three  meetings  coming  up  in  one  day 
this  week,  a meeting  of  Syracuse  exhibi- 
tors, in  the  morning;  a general  meeting 
at  noon,  and  a meeting  with  exchange 
heads  at  2 p.  m. 
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New  'Vitasound'  Name; 
Available  to  All 


New  York — “Vitasound,”  the  handle 
currently  applied  to  the  sound  reproduc- 
ing refinement  jointly  developed  by  War- 
ner and  RCA,  is  expected  to  be  given  an- 
other name  when  it  is  finally  ready  for  the 
market  in  a few  weeks.  Furthermore,  the 
system  will  not  be  a Warner  exclusive,  but 
available  to  all  comers  and  merchandised 
through  RCA. 

In  fact,  “Vitasound”  as  the  name  springs 
out  a readaptation  of  Vitaphone  and  be- 
cause the  Warner  studio  stepped  in  where 
RCA  engineers  had  to  leave  off  in  order  to 
finish  their  technical  job  on  the  four 
channel  sound  system  known  as  “Fanta- 
sound.”  RCA,  it  is  understood,  originally 
advanced  the  development,  but  Warner 
took  over  the  equipment  and  completed 
the  assignment.  TTie  claim  is  the  new  sys- 
tem is  particularly  effective  insofar  as 
music  and  sound  effects  are  concerned. 

Described  as  “neither  too  complicated 
nor  too  expensive  for  general  use,”  the 
fundamental  is  a second  sound  track  on  the 
release  print  under  an  arrangement  where- 
by the  sound  runs  through  the  sprocket 
holes  and  the  recording  method  now  em- 
ployed remains  without  change.  It  is 
claimed  the  cost  to  the  studio  will  be  ap- 
proximately $40  for  an  attachment  on  the 
printers  and  between  $1,500  and  $2,000  for 
additional  horns  and  amplifiers  in  the 
theatre.  Theatres  currently  equipped 
with  modern  sound  apparatus  are  said  to 
have  sufficient  power  capacity  to  handle 
“Vitasound”  while  the  two-way  horn  sys- 
tems now  in  use  will  not  become  obsolete. 

The  Strand  here  will  be  equipped  short- 
ly, but  Warner  proposes  trying  the  refine- 
ment at  the  premiere  of  “Santa  Fe  Trail” 
in  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  December  14. 

The  purpose  in  seeking  out  another  mar- 
keting name  is  to  hit  upon  one  which  will 
be  acceptable  generally  to  the  industry  and 
not  smack  of  too  close  an  identification 
with  Vitaphone  which  might  suggest  the 
system  is  an  exclusive  Warner  proposition. 


Hollywood — What  is  now  known  as 
“Vitasound”  will  become  available  gener- 
ally as  soon  as  the  standardization  com- 
mittee of  the  Academy  of  M.  P.  Arts  and 
Sciences  makes  its  findings  designed  to  key 
the  development  to  the  mildest  possible 
use.  RCA  already  has  asked  that  this  be 
done. 

Speaking  of  the  system.  Major  Nathan 
Levinson,  head  of  the  Warner  sound  de- 
partment which  continued  the  develop- 
ment where  RCA  left  off,  says; 

“The  new  control  track  method  is  ad- 
vantageous in  that  it  requires  no  additional 
equipment  or  change  in  the  technique  in 
the  shooting  of  pictures.  Even  the  diffi- 
cult ‘dubbing’  process  is  unchanged  be- 
cause the  sound  control  track  is  printed 
directly  on  release  prints  as  they  are  run 
through  the  sound  printers.  This  con- 
trol track  does  not  affect  the  reproduction 
of  sound  in  theatres  not  equipped  with 
‘Vitasound’  and,  conversely,  ordinary  prints 
will  play  normally  through  the  new  equip- 
ment in  the  theatre  without  actuating  the 
control  track  mechanism.” 


Sign  Up  Ben  Broidy 

New  York — Local  306  has  signed  up 
Ben  Broidy,  operator  of  the  Miami,  on 
Sixth  Avenue.  The  theatre  on  Thursday 
began  showing  Soviet  pictures  and  up  to 
now  has  been  operating  as  a non-union 
unit. 


gILL  QUINLIVAN,  Vitagraph  office  man- 
ager, is  expected  back  at  work  this 
week  after  a long  illness  . . . Governor 
James’  disagreement  with  the  President 
about  when  Thanksgiving  Day  ought  to  be 
celebrated  caused  a lot  of  confusion  in  the 
industry.  Some  offices  let  their  employes 
carve  turkeys  last  Thursday,  others  held 
this  Thursday  . . . Harry  Tyson,  RKO 
salesman  for  some  18  years,  is  no  longer 
connected  with  the  company  here.  His 
place  is  being  taken  by  Jack  Engel,  for- 
merly with  Universal. 

Harry  Appel,  Fox,  has  a birthday  on  the 
25th  . . . Tom  Loftus,  Clark  Film,  and 


Exhibitor  Organization 
Attorneys  Look  Ahead 

New  York — Of  the  many  attorneys  who 
represented  exhibitor  organizations  in  op- 
position to  the  consent  decree  on  Novem- 
ber 14  who  were  immediately  available 
after  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
signed  the  document  Wednesday,  the  fol- 
lowing offered  their  probable  courses: 

Milton  C.  Weisman,  representing  the 
ITOA,  declared  he  cannot  legally  appeal 
the  decision  but  is  left  with  the  filing  of 
independent  actions  against  the  signa- 
tories for  triple  damages  under  the  Sher- 
man act.  He  added  he  will  apply  to  the 
court  to  intervene,  but  expects  to  be  de- 
nied, in  which  event  he  may  seek  to  ap- 
peal the  signing  of  the  decree  to  the  cir- 
cuit court. 

William  E.  Sims,  counsel  to  the  MPTOA, 
is  of  the  opinion  only  Columbia,  Universal 
and  UA  can  legally  appeal  the  ruling.  Be- 
fore his  organization  decides  on  a course 
of  action  he  must  speak  with  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall, MPTOA  president,  who  is  presently 
at  his  home  in  Columbus,  Miss. 

Although  spokesmen  for  the  “Little 
Three”  were  extremely  reticent,  it  appears 
most  likely  they  will  not  make  a formal 
move  until  December  5,  at  which  time 
Judge  Goddard  will  hear  arguments  on 
their  behalf. 

Appellate  Judges  Reverse 
Decision  Against  Codell 

New  York — Appellate  Judges  Harry 
Lewis,  Meier  Steinbrink  and  John  Mc- 
Cooey  jr.  have  reversed  the  municipal  court 
which  recently  handed  down  a favorable 
decision  to  Avanti  Realty  Co.,  owner  of 
the  Paras-Court,  Brooklyn,  in  its  suit 
against  Codell  Theatre  Co.,  which  had 
been  op>erating  the  house. 

Shortly  after  Max  A.  Cohen  and  Louis 
Goidell  were  dispossessed  from  the  theatre 
due  to  a difference  with  the  landlord, 
they  removed  certain  personal  items,  mar- 
quee letters  and  projection  parts  which 
they  say  they  had  paid  for  and  left  be- 
hind. The  lower  court  held  they  belonged 
to  the  landlord  and  should  be  annexed 
to  the  property  despite  the  fact  Codell 
presumably  paid  for  the  equipment.  The 
appellate  court  held  contrawise.  Louis 
Nizer  and  Sidney  Freidberg  represented 
the  exhibitors.  The  decision  was  unani- 
mous. 


Name  Sam  Frank 

Camden,  N.  J. — Sam  Frank,  operator  of 
the  Rialto,  Hammonton,  was  elected  chair- 
man of  the  South  Jersey  Independent  Ex- 
hibitors Ass’n,  a branch  of  New  Jersey 
Allied,  at  an  organizational  meeting  in  the 
Walt  Whitman  Hotel. 


Laura  Widshon,  Columbia,  celebrate  re- 
spective wedding  anniversaries  on  the  26th 
. . . Saw  a lot  of  out-of-towners  around 
this  week  including,  William  Owens,  Sum- 
mit, Clark  Summit;  Doris  Refowich, 
Tower,  Tower  City;  Pete  Magazzu  of  the 
upstate  circuit;  Bill  Bayer,  Park,  Lehigh- 
ton;  Jimmy  Humphries,  Palace,  Lansford; 
Jimmy  Dukas,  Grand,  Edwardsville ; John 
Hersher  and  his  wife,  Hersher,  Hazelton; 
Henry  Sork,  Rio,  Schuylkill  Haven,  and 
George  Gatta,  Mildred  Theatre,  Mildred. 

Warner’s  Sedgwick  got  a $25,000  present 
for  its  12th  anniversary — a new  installa- 
tion of  sound  and  projection  equipment. 
Manager  Bill  Yurasko  will  run  a special 
anniversary  week  of  hit  attractions  be- 
ginning Sunday  . . . Comerford  circuit  has 
opened  its  New  Colonial,  Bloomsburg  . . . 
The  RKO  girls  are  getting  up  a bowling 
team,  and  issuing  defiant  challenges  to 
the  rest  of  the  industry  . . . Louis  Marks, 
Ideal  Seats,  reports  he  is  installing  seats 
at  the  Ritz,  Coplay.  His  enterprising  wife 
is  opening  up  a novelty  gift  shop  down  in 
Miami  Beach. 

The  movie,  theatre  and  radio  division  of 
Allied  Jewish  Appeal,  which  last  year 
raised  a total  of  $21,000,  started  off  this 
year  like  a locomotive,  garnering  $26,000 
at  the  opening  dinner  in  the  Warwick 
Hotel.  Dr.  Leon  Levy  was  chairman  and 
Ambassador  William  C.  Bullitt  main 
speaker.  His  committee  includes  William 
Goldman,  Jay  Emanuel,  Ben  Amsterdam, 
Abe  Sablosky,  Jack  Beresin,  Dave  Barrist, 
Al  Blofson,  Dave  Milgram,  Sam  Gross,  Ben 
Fertel,  Sid  Samuelson,  Morris  Wax,  Lewen 
Pizor,  Dave  Weshner,  Harry  Ball,  Lou 
Krouse,  Sam  Schwartz,  Edgar  Moss  and 
Jacob  Fox. 

A telephone  call  to  the  Paramount  ex- 
change last  week  had  the  booking  staff  a 
bit  confused  for  a while.  The  caller  asked 
for  “Judge,”  and  Matty  Judge  got  on,  only 
to  hear  the  caller  addressing  him  as  “Mal- 
ley,”  so  he  called  Charlie  Malley.  It  turned 
out  the  fellow  was  trying  to  get  “Judge” 
O’Malley,  local  magistrate  . . . George 
Kelly,  Paramount  shipping  room,  tops  the 
exchange  in  winning  the  weekly  football 
pools  . . . Nat  Harris  is  touring  the  Scran- 
ton territory  with  George  Beattie. 

John  Schaeffer  reports  he  has  a new 
double  horror  show,  “Torso  Murder  Mys- 
tery” and  “Face  at  the  Window”  . . . 
Charlie  Crowley,  State,  Chester,  followed 
the  lead  of  his  Philadelphia  colleagues 
who  are  running  a cooking  school  in  con- 
junction with  the  Record,  and  got  up  one 
of  his  own  for  three  days  with  aid  of  a 
local  merchant  . . . Charlie  Moyer,  State, 
Hanover,  tied  up  with  a next  door  shoe 
store  by  collecting  old  shoes  and  sending 
them  at  joint  expense  to  aid  of  British  war 
victims.  Barrels  were  placed  outside  the 
theatre  and  store,  and  10  of  them  were 
filled  . . . Incidentally,  Charlie  and  his 
wife  arranged  a turkey  party  for  his  staff. 

Maxwell  Gillis  and  his  boys  finished 
second  in  the  national  Republic  competi- 
tion on  “Dark  Command.”  Sharing  a fat 
check  are  Salesmen  Frank  Hammerman, 
William  Karrer,  Jerry  Lewis  and  Norman 
Silverman  . . . Marty  Goldenberg,  State, 
presented  West  Catholic  High  with  a 
Knute  Rockne  Memorial  Trophy.  Brother 
Azarias,  principal  of  the  school;  Football 
Coach  Bob  Dougherty,  and  Captain  Joe 
Campbell  were  introduced  from  the  stage 
to  a house  packed  with  students  . . . Eddie 
Moore,  Strand,  got  the  cooperation  of  the 
Better  Films  League  for  some  of  his  re- 
cent shows. 
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THE  folks  over  at  the  Ponton  and  Venus 
have  organized  a three  team  bowling 
league  with  Henry  Short,  Bob  Dunnavant 
and  Allen  Goodliffe  as  captains  and  are 
rolling  every  Thursday  night  at  the  South- 
side  Alleys  . . . The  State  team  is  still  in 
the  lead  in  the  Theatre  Duckpin  League 
which  rolls  on  Monday  nights  at  Haskins 
Alleys,  though  they  dropped  two  games 
last  Monday  to  the  Brookland  team.  Ober 
Boyd,  captain  of  the  Brookland  quintet, 
was  also  star  of  the  night,  rolling  record 
game  and  set  of  137  and  363  . . . Allen 
Sparrow,  manager  at  Loew’s,  visited  Nor- 
folk last  week  . . . Mildred  Ament,  cashier 
of  the  Westhampton,  recently  celebrated 
her  21st  birthday. 

Mercer  Stillman,  representative  for  Ber- 
io Vending  Co.,  has  been  installing  ma- 
chines all  over  the  state.  Recently  he 
placed  them  in  the  Paramount,  Neivport 
News;  Rex  and  Ritz,  Norfolk,  and  the  Pal- 
ace in  Windsor,  North  Carolina  . . . 
M-G-M  bought  the  screen  rights  to  “The 
Vanishing  Virginian”  which  was  written 
by  Mrs.  John  Bell  Williams  . . . Frank 
O’Brien  held  over  “North  West  Momited 
Police”  at  the  Colonial  the  second  week  to 
good  business  . . . The  Byrd,  Loew’s  State 
and  Colonial  had  midnight  prevues  on 
Thanksgiving  Eve  . . . Joe  Egan,  general 
manager,  Wilmer  and  Vincent,  was  in  town 
visiting  nhth  Frank  O’Brien  and  his 
brother.  Bob  . . . Alex  Ravdin,  manager  of 
the  Capitol,  is  making  weekly  trips  to 
Washington  with  Ivan  RoseJibaum  to  as- 
sist in  booking  for  the  Neighborhood 
Theatres. 

A number  of  out-of-town  firms  con- 
tributed to  the  Community  Fund,  which 
went  over  the  top  this  year.  Among  them 
were;  Horlacher  Delivery.  Berio  Vending 
Co.,  National  Theatre  Supply,  Booker  T 
Corp.,  Patrick  Henry  Theatre  and  Vene- 
tian Amusement  Co.  . . . Thalhimer’s 
Department  Store  sponsored  special  kiddie 
shows  at  the  Park.  Colonial,  State,  Loew’s 
and  Booker  T on  Thanksgiving  morning 
. . . Claude  Miles,  projectionist  doing  re- 
lief work  at  several  local  houses,  has  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Lynchburg,  and 
Walter  Nelson  came  back  from  Washing- 
ton to  replace  him. 

Lee  Johnson,  manager  of  the  Ashton, 
Arlington,  is  a proud  daddy  of  a baby  boy 
. . . Harry  Nordin.  Neighborhood  Theatre 
home  office,  atteiided  the  game  in  Wash- 
ington Sunday  . . . Mary  Petersial  is  doing 
special  work  for  Harold  Wood  at  the  home 
office  . . . Ben  Caplon,  Columbia  Pictures 
salesman,  was  in  town.  Gordon  Culley.  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Venus  and  Ponton, 
has  taken  up  a bookkeeping  course  at  night 
school  . . . Willie  Butler  is  now  doing  re- 
lief work  in  the  booth  at  the  Ponton  . . . 
Lum  and  Abner  made  personal  appear- 
ances at  the  National  . . . Jerry  Doolittle, 
Altec  engineer,  came  down  from  Washing- 
ton to  relieve  Mervin  Ullman  for  a few 
days. 


A March  of  Time  Reel 
For  Hospital  Drive 

New  York — A nine-minute  reel,  free 
to  theatres  and  appealing  for  voluntary 
contributions  to  the  United  Hospital  Fund 
Drive,  has  been  produced  by  March  of 
Time.  Titled  “A  First  Line  of  Defense,” 
it  shows  the  work  of  hospitals  in  caring 
for  those  unable  to  pay  for  treatment, 
skilled  technicians  who  labor  behind  the 
scenes,  and  the  training  of  internes  and 
nurses.  The  reel  represents  MOT’S  con- 
tribution to  the  campaign. 


Ralph  McCoy  Will  Head 
New  Warner  District 

New  York — In  a series  of  field  changes, 
Gradwell  L.  Sears  names  Ralph  McCoy, 
currently  branch  manager  in  Atlanta,  to 
district  manager  of  a newly-formed  south- 
eastern district  with  supervision  over  At- 
lanta, Charlotte  and  Memphis.  He  con- 
tinues headquarters  in  Atlanta  where  Tom 
Gilliam  becomes  manager. 

Sidney  Rose.  Omaha  manager,  is  pro- 
moted to  Chicago  succeeding  Gilliam. 
C.  K.  Olson,  Minneapolis  manager,  goes 
to  Omaha  while  Art  Anderson,  Des  Moines, 
is  promoted  into  Olson’s  spot.  Elmer  Til- 
ton, former  Des  Moines  branch  manager 
who  resigned  some  time  ago  to  enter  busi- 
ness on  his  own,  returns  to  the  company 
in  his  former  post.  R.  H.  Dunbar,  Pitts- 
burg salesman,  is  moved  up  to  the  Cincin- 
nati managership,  replacing  Ralph  Kinsler, 
who  has  resigned  to  enter  exhibition. 

Harry  Goldman,  Chicago  country  sales- 
man, becomes  city  salesman  in  the  same 
office.  Harry  Mandell,  Chicago  booker, 
becomes  country  salesman. 

These  changes  take  effect  November  25. 
Others  admittedly  are  under  way  in  a 
program  designed  to  throw  more  author- 
ity into  the  field  in  view  of  the  approval 
of  the  consent  decree. 

UA  Circuit  Earnings 
Show  Increase  for  '40 

New  York — Net  earnings  of  UA  Thea- 
tre Circuit  for  the  year  ended  Aug.  31, 
1940.  show  an  increase  of  $171,821.44  over 
the  previous  12  months.  The  latest  an- 
nual financial  report  for  the  parent  com- 
pany and  its  subsidiaries  list  a total  of 
$300,633.37  as  net  earnings,  as  compared 
with  $138,811.93  for  the  previous  year. 

Stockholders,  on  or  about  December  15, 
will  be  paid  a dividend  of  $1.25  on  the 
preferred.  Net  income  for  the  year  just 
ended,  but  before  deducting  interest,  de- 
preciation, amortization  and  provision  for 
income  tax  amounted  to  $573,631.79,  as 
compared  to  $509,134.77  for  the  year  1939. 
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^NNUAL  Christmas  show  for  youngsters 
was  staged  by  Edwards  Department 
Store  at  the  RKO  Palace.  Several  thou- 
sand kids  attended.  Tickets  for  the  show 
are  given  in  the  store’s  toyland.  On  the 
program  was  a maeician  and  Santa  Claus 
and  several  cartoons  . . . “Harve.st”  was 
shown  at  Memorial  Art  Gallery  early  this 
week.  “The  Birth  of  a Nation”  will  be 
shown  next  month. 

“Stranoe  Carno”  was  billed  at  thp  Ar- 
nett. with  stories  in  the  press  pointina 
out  that  “several  scenes  were  remade  and 
the  conversation  among  the  leading  char- 
acters someivhat  changed”  . . . “The  Bak- 
er’s Wife”  was  held  over  for  a third  week 
at  the  Little  where  it’s  doing  record-break- 
ing business. 

Benny  Goodman  played  to  SRO  at  the 
Eastman.  He  appeared  with  the  Roches- 
ter Civic  Orchestra  . . . Alvin  A.  Gresens, 
Mrs.  Harry  B.  Phillips,  Miss  Christabel 
Abbott,  Frank  S.  Phillips  and  Miss  Helen 
Goldberg  attended  the  conference  of  the 
National  Board  of  Review  of  Motion  Pic- 
tures . . . Pamily  Theatre  in  nearby  Mt. 
Morris  is  presenting  a benefit  program 
for  the  senior  class  of  the  high  school 
in  that  village. 


JAMES  DIXON,  assistant  manager  of 
^ Loew’s  Century,  has  been  working  both 
the  Century  and  Parkway  during  the  ill- 
ness of  Charlie  McCleary  . . . Mrs.  Leon 
Back  visited  friends  in  Norfolk  . . . New 
marquee  at  the  Goldfield  is  nearly  com- 
pleted . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Fields,  Rivoli, 
are  going  on  an  extended  sea  trip  over 
the  Xmas  holidays  . . . Pat  O’Brien  was  in 
Baltimore  for  the  Navy-Notre  Dame  game 
. . . Mac  Weinberg,  manager  of  the  Little, 
has  just  returned  from  a trip  to  New  York 
. . . Morris  Handle,  chain  theatre  opera- 
tor of  Philadelphia,  was  at  Johns  Hopkins 
for  treatment. 

Ed  Wyatt,  Preston  manager,  backed  his 
car  into  a beer  truck  last  week.  Ed  says 
that  when  he  looked  around  before  he 
backed  up,  nothing  was  in  sight.  Result: 
A bent  fender  and  broken  parking  light. 
The  truck  was  only  scratched  ...  I.  M. 
Rappaport  has  changed  the  policy  of  the 
Hippodrome  from  a Friday  to  Thursday 
opening,  breaking  a 10-year  policy  . . . Our 
deepest  sympathy  to  the  family  of  Sam 
Flax  of  the  Republic  exchange  in  Wash- 
ington. Sam  died  while  attending  a foot- 
ball game.  He  was  well  known  in  Balti- 
more and  will  be  missed  by  his  many 
friends  here.  A large  number  of  Baltimore 
exhibitors  attended  the  funeral. 

A Thanksgiving  dance  was  held  by  the 
Variety  Club  at  the  Belvedere  . . . Most 
theatres  in  Baltimore  are  running  trailers 
supplied  by  the  MPTO  of  Maryland  for 
the  Associated  Jewish  and  the  National 
Christian  Movement  . . . Midnight  shows 
were  ran  Thanksgiving  eve  by  Rodney 
Collier,  at  the  Warner’s  Stanley,  by  Wil- 
liam K.  Saxton,  Loew’s  Century,  by  Law- 
rence Schanberger  at  Keith’s,  and  by  Mor- 
ris Mechanic  at  the  New. 


See  Paramount  Net  Over 
Six  Millions  for  Year 

New  York — Paramount  is  expected  to 
show  a net  profit  of  between  $6,000,000  to 
$7,000,000  for  the  year  ending  December 
31.  The  company  operates  on  the  calen- 
dar year.  For  the  first  nine  months  of  the 
current  year,  net  earnings  run  at  about 
$4,500,000  with  the  last  quarter  expected  to 
show  $2,000,000  or  better. 

With  a current  cash  position  of  $21,- 
000,000,  it  is  stated  this  company  is  in  the 
vanguard  of  any  other  company  in  this 
respect. 


Takes  Water  Route 

Lisbon — David  Rose,  managing  director 
for  Paramount  in  Great  Britain  sailed 
Tuesday  for  New  York  on  the  Excambrion, 
an  American  export  ship.  He  had  planned 
to  go  by  clipper  but  uncertain  weather 
conditions  compelled  him  to  travel  by  boat. 
This  will  be  his  first  trip  to  America  in 
two  years. 


RKO  Defers  Plan  to  Buy 
Bulk  of  KAO  Preferred 

New  York — RKO  directors  are  under- 
stood to  have  decided  to  abandon  tempor- 
porarily  plans  for  purchasing  the  bulk  of 
KAO  preferred  stock  held  by  the  M.  J. 
Meehan  group.  The  matter  came  up 
Tuesday  and  the  directors  agreed  unset- 
tled conditions  due  to  the  war  did  not 
warrant  the  purchase  at  this  time. 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Bind.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Change  in  Schedule 
Delays  Yates  Trip 


A change  in  the  homeoffice  schedule  has 
forced  Herbert  J.  Yates,  chairman  of  the 
board  for  Republic,  to  delay  his  trip  to 
the  studio.  Originally  expected  to  arrive 
this  week  from  New  York,  Yates  now  will 
not  check  in  until  early  in  December. 
While  here  he  will  launch  his  regular  win- 
ter conferences  with  M.  J.  Siegel,  studio 
production  chief,  pertaining  to  the  picture- 
making schedule  and  budgets  for  the  next 
quarter. 

Not  remaining  over  for  the  annual 
United  Artists  stockholders’  meeting,  Lynn 
Parnol,  now  resigned  advertising -publicity 
director,  has  planed  back  to  New  York. 
He  spent  ten  days  here  aiding  in  the 
Carthay  Circle  Theatre  premiere  of  “The 
Great  Dictator”  and  in  conferences  with 
various  UA  producers  on  exploitation  cam- 
paigns for  several  forthcoming  pictures. 

Accompanying  President  Harry  Cohn  of 


Draftees  within  the  industry  may  be  al- 
lowed to  continue  their  film  work  in  the 
U.  S.  Army. 

That  this  possibility  may  become  a real- 
ity is  indicated  in  conferences  now  under 
way  between  signal  corps  officers  and  the 
motion  picture  industry  production  defense 
committee,  headed  by  Y.  Prank  Preeman. 

Darryl  Zanuck,  one  of  Preeman’s  sub- 
committee chairmen,  has  requested  each 
studio  to  submit  to  the  Academy  Research 
Council  lists  of  any  workers  who  may  be 
drafted,  which  information  will  be  for- 
warded to  the  war  department  for  pos- 
sible assignment  of  qualified  draftees  to 
the  signal  corps’  photographic  division. 
Zanuck  has  also  requested  all  industry 
workers  subject  to  the  draft  to  communi- 
cate with  Major  Nathan  Levinson,  Re- 
search Council  vice-chairman,  as  a check 
I against  studio  notifications. 

I The  signal  corps  is  enlarging  its  motion 
j picture  facilities  and,  if  the  army  so  de- 
; cides,  may  enlist  a number  of  film  indus- 
j try  draftees  in  addition  to  the  work  already 
being  done  in  cooperation  with  Hollywood 
' in  the  production  of  training  films. 

Meantime  the  Community  Chest  Com- 
; mittee  held  its  second  luncheon -meeting 
3 November  19,  with  L.  B.  Mayer  presiding 
and  representatives  from  each  studio, 
’ union  and  other  organizations  reporting 
the  current  drive  for  funds  is  proceeding 
well  ahead  of  schedule.  No  figures  are  yet 
available  on  studio  collections  save  in  the 
case  of  Universal,  which  completed  its 
drive  with  a total  of  $30,590.  Before  the 


Columbia  to  Hollywood  from  the  Tucson 
premiere  of  “Arizona”  for  a series  of  studio 
conferences  were  Jack  Cohn,  company 
vice-president;  Abe  Montague,  general 
sales  manager;  his  assistant,  Rube  Jack- 
ter,  and  Nate  Spingold.  Montague,  Jack- 
ter  and  Jerome  Safron,  western  district 
manager,  were  scheduled  to  trek  to  San 
Prancisco  for  a regional  sales  meeting 
November  23. 

George  Schaefer,  RKO  Radio  president, 
has  returned  to  the  studio  to  resume  his 
conferences  with  executives  here  after  a 
short  trip  to  New  York  to  attend  to  busi- 
ness matters  needing  his  attention. 

Herman  Wobber,  20th  Century-Pox  sales 
chief;  M.  A.  Levy,  who  heads  the  Sidney 
R.  Kent  Drive,  and  Charles  E.  McCarthy, 
advertising-publicity  director,  who  arrived 
at  the  Westwood  studio  a short  time  ago 
from  New  York,  are  expected  to  remain 
for  some  time.  They  are  viewing  new 
product,  including  “Tin  Pan  Alley”  and 
“Chad  Hanna,”  and  are  mapping  sales  and 
exploitation  angles. 

Boris  Morros  has  left  for  a month’s  trip 
through  the  east  conferring  with  theatre- 
men  on  bookings  and  exploitation  for 
“Second  Chorus.” 


meeting,  Mayer  had  appeared  before  some 
2,500  radio  industry  employes  in  a plea 
for  cooperation,  at  which  gathering  the 
Community  Chest  film,  “Andy  Hardy’s  Dil- 
emma,” was  screened. 

The  Executive  Secretaries’  Committee, 
formed  by  studio  secretaries  as  an  adjunct 
to  the  Chest  drive,  will  be  continued  as  a 
permanent  subsidiary  of  Hollywood’s  gen- 
eral charities  committee,  it  has  been  de- 
cided. Co-chairmen  are  Maurine  Horton 
of  J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  and  Mildred  Kelly 
of  M-G-M. 

Scores  of  notables  in  the  entertainment 
world  have  accepted  Alan  Mowbray’s  invi- 
tation to  participate  in  the  scheduled 
Christmas  Greetings  broadcast  to  England 
on  Christmas  morning.  Lined  up  to  date 
are  Charles  Boyer.  John  Garfield,  Rupert 
Hughes,  Adolphe  Menjou,  Robert  Mont- 
gomery, Laurel  and  Hardy,  Edward  G. 
Robinson,  James  Cagney,  Basil  Rathbone, 
Laurence  Olivier  and  Vivien  Leigh,  Nigel 
Bruce,  Douglas  Pairbanks  jr.  and  many 
others. 

Richer  by  nearly  $3,600  is  the  British 
American  Ambulance  Corps  as  a result  of 
the  recent  Carthay  Circle  Theatre  pre- 
miere of  Alexander  Korda’s  “The  'Thief  of 
Bagdad.”  It  shared  with  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Relief  Pund  in  the  proceeds  from 
ticket  sales,  for  which  Korda  turned  over 
a check  for  $2,118.08.  At  the  same  time 
Russell  Birdwell,  free-lance  publicist  who 
handled  the  premiere  details,  sent  $1,- 
427.22,  proceeds  from  sales  of  special  pro- 
grams distributed  at  the  opening. 


A New  Independent 
With  Big  Names 


Incorporation  papers  have  been  filed  at 
Sacramento  for  Group  Productions,  head- 
ed by  William  Hawks,  a new  independent 
unit  which  has  contracts  with  Irene  Dunne, 
Charles  Boyer  and  Ronald  Colman,  and 
with  Directors  Lewis  Milestone  and  Ana- 
tole  Litvak.  It  also  has  a 20th  Century- 
Pox  release  deal  set  and  will  shortly  an- 
nounced its  first  production,  to  be  chosen 
from  three  story  properties  now  being 
studied.  Hawks  also  heads  United  Pro- 
ductions, which  is  preparing  “Palm  Beach 
Limited”  for  an  RKO  Radio  release. 

Three  more  films  go  into  work  during 
the  next  two  weeks  for  Producers  Releas- 
ing Corp.  E.  B.  Derr  will  roll  “Secret  Evi- 
dence” and  Jed  Buell  is  preparing  “Never 
Say  No.”  Ted  Richmond,  who  will  pro- 
duce “You  Betcha  My  Life,”  starring 
Henry  Armetta,  has  signed  Martin  Cohn  as 
associate  producer  and  Chris  Buete  as 
production  manager. 

Rolling  December  9 for  RKO  Radio  re- 
lease is  “The  Devil  and  Miss  Jones,”  initial 
Prank  Ross-Norman  Krasna  production.  It 
stars  Jean  Arthur  and  will  be  directed  by 
Sam  Wood.  Also  for  RKO  Radio,  Jack 
Votion  will  launch  the  second  Lum  and 
Abner  starrer.  untitled,  in  January.  Votion 
recently  purchased  the  interest  of  his  part- 
ner. Sam  Coslow,  in  the  production  unit. 

Larry  Darmour  has  gunned  “White 
Eagle.”  serial  starring  Buck  Jones,  for 
Columbia  release,  with  James  Home  di- 
recting. A1  Rosen  has  signed  John  Beal 
and  Albert  Basserman  as  cast  toppers  for 
“Mad  Dog  of  Europe,”  also  for  Columbia, 
which  gets  under  way  in  January. 


Dark  "Extra"  Picture  in 
Central  Casfina  Report 

Bad  news  for  extra  players  was  the  re- 
port issued  by  Central  Casting  Corp.  re- 
vealing that  job  placements  during  Octo- 
ber totaled  only  14,859.  a drop  of  9,000 
under  October,  1939.  Earnings  came  to 
$162,035.  as  compared  to  the  $203,931  pay- 
roll during  September.  Central  Casting 
also  disclosed  that  there  have  been  63.000 
less  placements  during  the  first  ten 
months  of  1940  than  in  the  same  period  of 
1939. 

P.  L.  Metzler,  studio  treasurer  at  20th 
Century-Pox,  has  been  placed  in  charge  of 
all  departmental  employes  on  the  lot  ex- 
cept in  the  talent  divisions.  He  will  take 
over  the  duties  of  hiring  and  firing,  hither- 
to held  by  the  various  department  heads. 

Tommy  Ryan,  juvenile  actor,  has  been 
released  from  the  Republic  contract  list 
after  two  years  with  the  studio.  He  had 
been  appearing  in  the  “Higgins  Pamily.” 
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Para'l  Executives 
End  Long  Talks 


Disclosing  only  the  general  nature  of 
the  topics  under  discussion  and  asserting 
that  the  conferences  have  brought  many 
of  Paramount’s  current  problems  close  to 
solution,  the  company’s  theatre  partners 
and  homeoffice  executives  have  returned  to 
their  respective  headquarters  after  spend- 
ing more  than  a week  here  in  huddles  with 
studio  executives. 

John  Balaban.  chairman  of  Paramount’s 
theatre  group,  sounded  the  keynote  of  the 
week-long  confabs  in  a statement  issued 
after  the  conferences  had  drawn  to  a close 
in  which  he  outlined  the  discussions  con- 
cerning adoption  of  the  consent  decree  and 
its  effects  on  Paramount’s  production,  dis- 
tribution and  exhibition  affairs.  Balaban 
declared  that  it  was  felt  “the  need  for  co- 
operation was  greater  this  year  than  ever 
before’’  and  that  “the  industry  today  is 
faced  with  most  serious  problems,  includ- 
ing the  loss  of  foreign  revenue,  world  wide 
unrest,  and  the  limitations  exerted  over 
production  by  the  consent  decree  and 
other  legal  and  government  ‘don’ts’  which 
force  us  to  draw  our  belts  a little  tighter 
and  fight  to  stay  on  top. 

“The  problems  arising  from  the  consent 
decree.”  Balaban  continued,  “naturally 
constituted  a leading  topic  in  our  round 
table  discussions,  which  gave  theatre,  pro- 
duction and  distribution  representatives 
a clearer  understanding  of  the  situation 
and,  I am  sure,  will  result  in  effective  co- 
operation toward  the  solution  of  these 
problems.”  Pointing  out  that  the  confer- 
ences reflected  an  inter-change  of  ideas 
between  the  three  groups,  Balaban  con- 
cluded; 

Touches  on  1941-42  Plans 

“I  sneak  for  the  entire  group  when  I say 
that  what  we  have  accomplished  this  week 
will  make  itself  felt  in  good  motion  pic- 
tures.” 

The  executives  also  touched  upon  Para- 
mount’s 1941-42  production  plans,  the 
question  of  advanced  admissions  on  cer- 
tain pictures,  distribution  problems  aris- 
ing from  the  blocks-of-five  proviso  in  the 
consent  decree,  and  other  items. 

The  business  meetings  were  climaxed 
when  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  studio  operations,  played  host  at 
a dinner  party  honoring  the  visitors  and 
their  guests. 

Among  the  first  to  leave  for  the  east 
were  President  Barney  Balaban:  Stanton 
Griffis,  chairman  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee. and  Neil  Agnew,  sales  head.  They 
were  followed  by  Russell  Holman,  New 
York  production  chieftain.  Adolph  Zukor, 
chairman  of  the  board,  lingered  to  spend 
Thanksgiving  here  with  his  family. 

Others  attending  the  sessions  included; 

Sam  Dembow  and  Leonard  Goldenson  of 
the  homeoffice:  Bob  O’Donnell,  Interstate 
circuit,  Dallas:  Ralph  Branton,  Des 
Moines:  R.  N.  Weitman,  manager  of  the 
New  York  Paramount  Theatre;  M.  A. 
Lightman,  Memphis  exhibitor:  Leon  Net- 
ter.  New  York  showman;  John  Fitzgibbon, 
Canadian  theatreman;  Earl  Hudson,  De- 
troit, and  Sam  Pinanski  and  Marty  Mul- 
lin,  Boston. 


Teamed  on  "Sis  Hopkins" 

Charles  Roberts  and  Edward  Eliscu  are 
teamed  on  the  script  of  Republic’s  “Sis 
Hopkins.”  Judy  Canova  will  star. 


Earn  Blue  Ribbon — 

Having  been  in  the  east  for  some  time, 
Producer-Director  Frank  Lloyd  is  a 
late  recipient  of  the  Boxoffice  Blue 
Ribbon  Aivard  given  him  when  the 
National  Screen  Council  selected 
“The  Howards  of  Virginia,”  which 
Lloyd  made  for  Columbia  release,  as 
the  best  feature  released  during  Sep- 
tember. Also  a possessor  of  a Blue 
Ribbon  Aivard  for  his  work  as  asso- 
ciate producer  on  the  feature  is  Jack 
Skirball,  Lloyd’s  executive  aide.  Lloyd 
and  Skirball  now  are  headquartering 
at  Universal,  for  which  studio  they 
will  shortly  launch  production  of 
“The  Lady  From  Cheyenne.” 


Public  Demonstration 
Given  "Vitasound" 

“Vitasound,”  a new  sormd  process  de- 
veloped by  Warner  and  RCA  engineers, 
was  given  its  first  public  demonstration 
November  19  at  the  'Warner  studio.  Major 
Nathan  Levinson,  studio  sound  director, 
was  in  charge  of  the  event. 

The  new  sound  system  was  first  used  on 
Warner’s  “Santa  Fe  Trail.” 


SMPE  Hears  Washburn 

With  J.  H.  Washburn,  chief  photog- 
rapher for  Lockheed  Aircraft,  as  the  prin- 
cipal speaker,  the  Pacific  Coast  section  of 
the  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers 
met  November  18. 


Plans  Forward  for 
Vocational  Series 


The  Academy  board  of  governors  hav- 
ing approved  of  the  plans  calling  for  its 
establishment,  details  concerning  launch- 
ing of  a series  of  vocational  courses  de- 
signed exclusively  for  studio  workers  is 
now  being  rushed.  Questionnaires  are  now 
being  circulated  among  studio  employes  to 
determine  the  approximate  number  wish- 
ing to  enroll  for  one  or  more  of  the  courses 
to  be  offered,  19  in  all,  and  ranging  from 
the  study  of  silent-film  technique  to  the 
working  methods  of  directors  and  a prac- 
tice course  in  screen  writing. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  the  Academy 
directorate  vetoed  temporarily  the  plans  to 
establish  a Museum  of  Motion  Picture  Arts 
and  Sciences,  announcing  the  proposal  will 
be  tabled  until  after  the  Academy  Awards 
banquet  because  it  felt  no  adequate  loca- 
tion is  available  at  the  present  time. 

Those  enrolling  in  the  vocational  pro- 
ject are  to  pay  a tuition  fee  amounting  to 
one-third  of  the  costs  of  instruction.  The 
balance  will  be  split  between  the  Acad- 
emy and  the  studios.  Experts  in  various 
fields  will  be  engaged  as  tutors,  and  the 
entire  project  will  be  designed  to  offer  in- 
dustry workers,  apprentices  and  assistants 
such  training  as  may  be  necessary  to  quali- 
fy them  for  advancement  in  their  respec- 
tive trades  or  professions. 

Local  producers  association  officials, 
meanwhile,  were  expecting  Will  Hays, 
MPPDA  chieftain,  to  check  in  from  New 
York  on  his  delayed  annual  fall  visit.  Hays, 
it  is  believed,  will  stay  on  the  coast  from 
two  to  three  weeks,  devoting  himself  to 
discussions  of  current  industry  problems 
with  studio  leaders. 


11  More  Films  to  Wind 
Uo  November  Schedule 

Hollywood  will  clean  up  its  November 
nroduction  schedules  by  sending  11  pic- 
tures before  the  cameras — with  another 
dozen  set  for  December  starts  and  seven 
more  already  lined  un  to  go  into  work  dur- 
ing January  of  next  year. 

The  November  lineun  includes  M-G-M’s 
“Four  Cents  a Word.”  Warner’s  “Fiesta  in 
Manhattan”  and  “Bad  Men  of  Missouri,” 
Paramount’s  “Las  Vegas  Nights”  and 
“Border  Vigilantes.”  20th  Century-Fox’s 
“Tobacco  Road”  and  “Sleepers  West”  and 
Universal’s  “Six  Lessons  From  Madame 
LaZonga”  and  “Sky  Raiders.” 

“Mr.  Coed”  will  roll  in  December  for 
M-G-M.  Warner  will  launch  “Thirty 
Days  Hath  Seotember,”  “Here  Comes  Hap- 
niness,”  “Tugboat  Annie  in  Drydock”  and 
“Sergeant  York.”  At  Paramount,  “Sky- 
lark.” “Ballerina”  and  “There’s  Always 
Juliet”  will  get  the  gun.  Twentieth  Cen-  : 
tury-Fox  will  roll  “The  Road  to  Rio”  and  : 
Universal  plans  a December  start  on  “Buck 
Privates.”  Republic  is  preparing  “County 
Fair”  as  a follow-up  vehicle  to  “Barnyard  * 
Follies,”  completed  recently. 

“Mad  Dog  of  Europe”  and  “A  Girl’s  Best 
Friend  Is  Wall  Street”  are  Columbia’s 
January  entries.  Warner  is  preparing 
“Miss  Wheelwright  Discovers  America,” 
while  for  United  Artists  Alexander  Korda  ■ 
will  launch  “New  Wine”  and  Sol  Lesser 
will  gun  “Strange  Victory.”  RKO  Radio  ,* 
has  an  entry  in  an  untitled  Lum  and  Ab-  ^ 
ner  comedy  which  Jack  Votion  will  pro-  . 
duce.  “The  Bouncer  and  the  Lady”  is  on  i 
20th  Century-Fox’s  January  schedule.  t 
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The  new  seat  of  learning  established 
by  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture 
Arts  and  Sciences  provides  for  every- 
thing in  its  curriculum  but  a football  team. 
Judging  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
Academy,  its  functions  and  its  affairs  have 
been  kicked  around  during  recent  years,  it 
should  be  easy  to  correct  that  oversight. 
Why  the  directors  should  vote  for  the 
establishment  of  the  “school”  while  they 
turned  down  a parallel  proposition — the 
establishment  of  a museum  in  Hollywood 
for  the  purpose  of  housing  a collection  of 
Holly  woodiana,  including  examples  of 
great  motion  pictures,  books,  souvenirs  and 
other  items  with  historical  significance 
to  the  industry — is  difficult  to  understand. 

Twentieth  Century -Fox’s  executive  per- 
sonnel lists  one  Col.  Jason  Joy  with  the 
title  of  "director  of  public  relations.’’  Yet 
he  has  no  connection  whatsoever  with  the 
company’s  publicity  or  advertising  depart- 
ments. It  seems  that  Col.  Joy  functions 
principally  as  a sort  of  lobbyist  extraordin- 
ary. When  Fox  decides  to  film  an  army 
or  navy  service  picture  or  a vehicle  de- 
picting any  phase  of  governmental  activ- 
ity, Col.  Joy  is  the  man  who  contacts  the 
government  to  secure  its  permission  and 
cooperation. 

Probably  an  important  and  arduous  post 
— but  why  call  him  director  of  public  rela- 
tions when  Charles  McCarthy,  Harry 
Brand,  et  al.,  are  doing  a first  rate  job  in 
that  department? 


Studio  casting  directors  held  their  annual 
golf  tournament  at  Rancho. 

Hollywood's  talent  agents  should  have 
served  as  caddies. 

Just  to  prove  that  truth  in  advertising 
pays  dividends,  the  Admiral  Theatre  was 
the  only  Hollywood  Boulevard  house  which 


enjoyed  holdouts  during  the  evenings  pre- 
ceding Thanksgiving.  The  Admiral’s 
marquee  bore  the  message; 

10  Free  Turkeys. 

Other  houses  only  offered  three — in- 
cluding previews. 

Oscar  Levant  and  Harpo  Marx  are 
planning  a lecture  tour.  Levant  will  lec- 
ture on  "The  Origin  of  the  Harp,’’  and 
Harpo  will  illustrate  on  his  own  instru- 
ment. It  will  be  done  in  educational  man- 
ner, but  highlighted  with  comedy  from 
both,  they  modestly  announce. 

Which,  if  true,  is  something  to  harp  on, 
indeed. 


It  looks  very  much  like  a typical  Dave 
Epstein  dream,  the  report  in  local  columns 
that  Edward  H.  Griffith  has  signed  four 
trained  sea-gulls  to  appear  in  Paramount's 
"There's  Always  Juliet." 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  5th  column 
activity  on  the  part  of  California  hat  manu- 
facturers. 

In  what  he  terms  an  “extensive”  adver- 
tising-exploitation junket.  Producer  Boris 


Morros  has  bid  Hollywood  adieu  and 
launched  upon  a tour  of  the  country  to 
trade  preview  his  newest  epic,  “Second 
Chorus,”  and  endeavor  to  instill  some 
measure  of  enthusiasm  for  the  film  in  the 
minds  of  showmen  and  Paramount  sales- 
men in  key  cities. 

It  is  a moot  question  as  to  which  the 
exhibitors  will  find  more  amusing — the 
picture  or  Boris  Morros. 


A new  high  in  unbelievable  fan  fodder  is 
LOP's  report  that  Universal  has  taken  an  op- 
tion on  the  services  of  the  child  which  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Roy  Henville — parents  of  Baby 
Sandy — have  disclosed  they  are  expecting 
next  April. 

BALLYHOODLUMS:  To  Howard  Strick- 
ling’s  Metro  phlegmatic  praise  purveyors 
goes  the  wreath  for  the  biggest  bull  of 
the  week,  to-wit:  “ ‘Eyes  of  the  Navy,’  was 
shown  yesterday  before  a group  of  govern- 
ment officials  including  President  Frank- 
lin D.  Roosevelt,  Cordell  Hull,  Sumner 
Welles,  etc.”  The  yesterday  referred  to  was 
election  day,  November  5 . . . Outstand- 
ing among  current  exploitation  literature 
is  the  elaborate  book  which  Columbia’s 
publicity  department  issued  and  distri- 
buted extolling  the  merits  of  “Arizona,” 
and  which  brochure  was  bound  in  copper 
mined  in  the  state  whose  history  inspired 
the  feature.  Regrettable  that  Arizona’s 
leading  industry  isn’t  platinum  mining  . . . 
Welcome  indeed  to  Hollywood  news  out- 
lets was  the  announcement  that  Monroe 
Greenthal  has  been  named  to  fill  the  berth 
as  No.  1 man  in  United  Artists’  publicity 
and  advertising  department,  left  vacant 
when  Lynn  Farnol  resigned.  Through 
past  performances,  Greenthal  has  estab- 
lished that  he  was  richly  deserving  of  the 
appointment  and  under  his  able  leader- 
ship great  things  may  be  expected  of  the 
department. 


Saddles,  Songbirds,  Sobs,  Submarines 


Whether  or  not  there  was  turkey  on  the 
table,  Hollywo®d’s  picture  reviewers  wel- 
comed Thanksgiving  if  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  it  brought  a break  in  the  inten- 
sive program  which  during  the  preceding 
week  had  them  burning  midnight  oil  and 
extra  gasoline. 

Eight  features — five  of  them  of  topside 
variety — made  their  debuts.  Of  that  quin- 
tet, Columbia’s  “Arizona”  was  probably 
the  most  important.  It  bowed  to  the 
benefit  of  a deluxe  junket-premiere  in 
Tucson  and  was  simultaneously  shown  to 
the  poor  relations  in  Hollywood. 

A gripping  story  of  the  Arizona  terri- 
tory during  the  Civil  War,  it’s  another 
of  those  super-westerns,  and  one  that  ex- 
cels anything  of  its  type  made  since  the 
distant  days  when  “Cimarron”  presaged 
the  current  craze  for  films  in  that  cate- 
gory. It  has  been  instilled  with  plenty  of 
the  required  ingredients  to  assure  wide- 
spread boxoffice  success;  noteworthy, 
particularly,  is  the  fine  job  of  historical 
reporting  accomplished  in  capturing  the 
true  pioneer  spirit  and  conditions  of  the 
period  it  portrays.  There  is  action  in 
every  foot  of  Claude  Binyon’s  engrossing 
screen  play,  based  upon  the  story  by  Clar- 
ence Budington  Kelland,  plus  an  ample 
supply  of  sweeping  spectacle.  Additionally, 
the  film  boasts  a galaxy  of  sterling  per- 
formances, among  which  Jean  Arthur’s 


characterization  is  of  Academy  Award  cali- 
bre. Given  two  tough  assignments  as  pro- 
ducer and  director,  Wesley  Ruggles  de- 
serves plaudits  for  work  well  done  on  both 
counts. 

Metro  showcases  Judy  Garland  for  the 
first  time  in  a completely  grown-up  role 
in  “Little  Nellie  Kelly” — and  reveals  her 
as  a skillful  actress  standing  on  tha 
threshold  of  what  should  be  a new  and 
eminently  successful  film  career.  The  film 
version  of  George  M.  Cohan’s  venerable 
musical  comedy,  deftly  adapted  and  mod- 
ernized by  Scripter  Jack  McGowan,  looks 
like  a sure  hit — its  only  possible  fault  the 
inclusion  of  unnecessary  footage  that 
makes  it  overlong.  Audiences  will  doubt- 
less overlook  that,  however,  as  Producer 
Arthur  Freed  and  Director  Norman  Taurog 
crammed  the  vehicle  with  tried-and-true 
entertainment  elements,  gay  music,  and  a 
wealth  of  Irish  humor  and  sentiment. 

Adept  showmanship  is  spelled  out  all 
over  RKO  Radio’s  musical-mystery-com- 
edy, “You’ll  Find  Out,”  in  capital  letters. 
Producer-Director  David  Butler’s  idea  of 
combining  Kay  Kyser  and  his  renowed 
musical  aggregation  with  the  screen’s 
most  villainous  bad  men — Peter  Lorre, 
Bela  Lugosi  and  Boris  Karloff — stamps  it 
as  a resounding  boxoffice  hit.  The  script 
by  James  Kern,  from  an  original  by  Kern 
and  Butler,  freshens  up  all  the  reliable 


haunted-house,  secret-stairway  gags  and 
provides  neatly  for  a half-dozen  toe-tap- 
ping  Kyser  musical  routines. 

In  many  respects  Bette  Davis’  highly 
emotional  performance  in  Warner’s  “The 
Letter”  is  to  be  compared  favorably  with 
her  previous  triumphs.  Her  valiant  ef- 
forts, too,  are  bolstered  by  a well-selected 
and  seasoned  supporting  cast,  dominated 
by  James  Stephenson;  in  spite  of  which 
Thespic  struggles,  modern  theatre-goers 
may  very  well  conclude  that  this  effort  to 
revive  Somerset  Maugham’s  famous  drama 
of  illicit  love,  frustration  and  murder  in 
the  tropics  is  a very  dull  bit  of  business. 
Howard  Koch’s  screen  play  drags  woe- 
fully and  apparently  neither  Producer 
Robert  Lord  nor  Director  William  Wyler 
made  much  of  an  effort  to  introduce  ele- 
ments to  gear  the  vehicle  to  modern-day 
film  tempo. 

The  dominant  note  of  Columbia’s 
“Escape  to  Glory”  is  sustained  suspense 
and  excitement.  The  story  of  World  War 
II,  tracing  the  adventures  and  reactions 
of  a group  of  Americans  fleeing  Europe 
and  menaced  by  a German  submarine,  has 
been  deftly  handled  by  P.  J.  Wolfson, 
scripting  from  an  original  by  Sidney  Bid- 
dell  and  Fredric  Frank.  It  loses  punch 
only  when  occasional  irrelevant  philoso- 
phical sequences  are  injected.  More  than 
(Continued  on  page  27) 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  23,  1940 


25 


Hoi  lywv  ood — 

— Personnelities 


Barnstormers 

Paramount 

JERRY  C’OLONNA,  comedian,  set  for  p.  a.  en- 
gagement at  the  Paramount  theatre  in  Los  An- 
geles when  the  run  of  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  has  ended. 

ROBERT  PAIGE,  loaned  to  the  Dallas  Little 
Theatre  group,  checks  out  for  that  city  to  ap- 
pear as  guest  star  in  “Dollar  Down.” 

PRESTON  FOSTER  returns  from  a month's 
p.  a.  tour  of  Canada  and  the  eastern  United 
States. 


CleHers 

Alexander  Korda 

MIKLOS  ROZSA  to  do  musical  score  for  “New 
Wine.” 

M-G-M 

BRONISLAU  KAPER  doing  musical  score  for 
“Four  Cents  a Word,”  a B.  P.  Pineman  pro- 
duction. 

Paramount 

IRVIN  TALBOT  scoring  background  music  for 
“D.  O.  A.,”  using  a 50-piece  orchestra. 

Stephens-Lang 

CONSTANTIN  BAKATEINIKOFF  begins  pre- 
recording  background  music  for  “Prodigy.”  RKO 
Radio  will  release. 

20th  Century-Fox 

BAVIO  BUTTOLPH  set  as  musical  director  on 
‘Western  Union.” 

Universal 

HARRY  TOBIAS  and  PINKY  TOMLIN  com- 
plete three  songs  for  use  in  “Tickled  Pinky,” 
forthcoming  musical  short. 


Meggers 

Frank  Lloyd 

ARCH  OBOLER,  radio  producer-director-writer, 
to  make  film  debut  as  a megaphonist  on  “The 
Flying  Yorkshireman.”  Universal  will  release. 

M-G-M 

BUSBY  BERKELEY  to  "Four  Cents  a Word," 
a comedy  by  Marion  Parsonnet,  which  B.  P. 
Fineman  is  producing.  John  Shelton,  Lloyd  No- 
lan and  Virginia  Grey  head  the  cast. 

GEORGE  HAIGHT  named  associate  producer 
on  “Lazy  Launcelot,”  to  co-star  William  Powell 
and  Myrna  Loy. 

SAMMY  LEE  to  direct  “Man  Who  Changed  the 
World.”  a Carey  Wilson  short. 

JOE  NEWMAN  piloting  “The  Common  Error,” 
latest  in  the  Crime  Does  Not  Pay  short  subjects 
series. 

Paramount 

AL  SANTELL  to  pilot  “The  American  Vaga- 
bond" for  Producer  Boris  Morros. 

Republic 

LEW  LANDERS  to  direct  an  untitled  Gene 
Autry  western  with  a showboat  background. 
Harry  Grey  produces  from  the  script  by  Doris 
Malloy.  Jule  Styne  and  Sol  Meyer  will  supply 
the  music. 

20th  Century-Fox 

DAVID  BURTON  to  direct  “The  Bouncer  and 
the  Lady,”  from  a Stanley  Rauh  script,  for  Pro- 
ducer Sol  Wurtzel.  Picture  will  get  underway 
in  January. 

Warner  Bros. 

KURT  BERNHARDT  to  direct  “Miss  Wheel- 
wright Discovers  America,”  with  Olivia  de  Havil- 
land,  George  Brent  and  Jeffrey  Lynn  in  the  top- 
lines. Jerry  Wald  and  Richard  Macaulay  script- 
ed from  Leonard  Spigelgass’  original. 

WILLIAM  CLEMENS  to  pilot  “Knockout,” 
starring  Wayne  Morris. 

BEN  STOLOFF  to  direct  “Stuff  of  Heroes.” 


NOEL  SMITH  to  “Here  Comes  Happiness,”  from 
an  original  script  by  Charles  Tedford.  It  rolls 
December  2. 

WILLIAM  CAGNEY  replaces  ROBERT  LORD  as 
associate  producer  of  “The  Bride  Came  C.  O.  D.,’* 
next  starring  vehicle  for  James  Cagney.  Lord 
will  be  given  another  assignment. 


Options 

Howard  Hughes 

WALTER  HUSTON  draws  a topline  in  “The 
Outlaw,”  which  Howard  Hawks  is  directing.  Jules 
Furthman  wrote  the  script  from  a Ben  Hecht 
original. 

M-G-M 

SUE  GARLAND,  sister  of  Judy,  signed  as  a 
member  of  the  dance  chorus  in  “Ziegfeld  Girl.” 

BRIAN  DONLEVY  to  co-star  with  Robert  Tay- 
lor in  “Billy  the  Kid,”  to  be  filmed  in  Techni- 
color with  Frank  Borzage  directing  and  Irving 
Asher  as  the  producer. 

JOHN  W.  CONSIDINE  JR.,  associate  producer, 
held  for  another  term.  He  is  now  filming  "Men 
of  Boys  Town.” 

CHARLES  VVTNNINGEK  signs  term  acting  deal. 
He  is  now  in  “Ziegfeld  Girl.” 

RICHARD  THORPE  given  new  directorial  con- 
tract. 

Monogram 

DOROTHY  SHORT  signed  for  the  feminine  lead 
in  "Trail  of  the  Silver  Spurs,"  a George  Weeks 
production. 

Paramount 

ERIC  BLORE  set  for  a top  supporting  role  in 
“Road  to  Zanzibar,”  co-starring  Bing  Crosby, 
Bob  Hope  and  Dorothy  Lamour. 

KEITH  HUISH,  Little  Theatre  player,  signs 
term  pact. 

RKO  Radio 

WENDY  B.AItRIE  and  RUTH  WARRICK,  ac- 

tresses,  held  for  new  terms. 

Hal  Roach 

DONALD  MacBRIDE  signed  for  a comedy  top- 
line in  “Topper  Returns.” 

20th  Century-Fox 

TRUMAN  BRADLEY,  actor-radio  announcer, 
set  for  second  male  lead  in  “Murder  Among 
Friends.” 

MARJORIE  RAMBEAU,  WILLIAM  TRACY  and 
WARD  BOND  signed  for  leading  roles  in  “To- 
bacco Road.” 

J.  CARROL  NAISH  given  a topline  in  “The 
Road  to  Rio.” 

Warner  Bros. 

HUMPHREY  BOGART  held  for  another  term. 
He  checks  out  for  New  York  next  week  for 
radio  appearances  and  a two-week  p.  a.  en- 
gagement at  the  Strand  Theatre. 

OLYMPE  BRADNA  handed  term  contract  and 
the  feminine  lead  opposite  Wayne  Morris  in 
“Knockout.” 

ORRY-KELLY,  fashion  designer,  given  new 
contract. 

HARLAN  THOMPSON  given  new  contract  as 
associate  producer. 


Scripters 

Columbia 

BERT  GRANET  to  “Show  Business.” 

JAY  DRATLER  to  "Angel  Cake”  for  Producer 
B.  P.  Schulberg. 

Frank  Lloyd 

KATHRYN  SCOLA  and  WARREN  DUFF  com- 
plete  “The  Lady  From  Cheyenne,”  which  Uni- 
versal will  release. 

M-G-M 

GEORGE  SEATON  to  “Presenting  Lily  Mars.” 
Pandro  Berman  will  produce  the  Booth  Tarking- 
ton  novel. 

OGDEN  NASH  to  “Female  of  the  Species.” 
Joseph  Mankiewicz  will  produce. 


BRADBURY  FOOTE  to  an  untitled  musical  . 
which  Jack  Cummings  will  produce. 

Paramount 

CHARLES  BENNETT  teamed  with  ALAN  LE 
MAY'  on  “Reap  the  Wild  Wind”  for  Producer  C. 
B.  DeMille. 

LOUIS  S.  KAYE  and  BARNEY  DEAN  writing 
additional  dialogue  for  “The  Road  to  Zanzibar.” 

Republic 

MICHAEL  HOGAN  to  “The  Lady  From  New 
Orleans.”  Bernard  Vorhaus  will  produce  and  di- 
rect the  Ona  Munson  starrer. 

CHARLES  ROBERTS  teamed  with  EDWARD 
ELISCU  on  “Sis  Hopkins,”  a forthcoming  Robert 
North  production  for  Judy  Canova. 

20th  Century-Fox 

BEN  GRAUMAN  KOHN  to  “Key  Man,”  mys- 
tery-melodrama, to  be  produced  by  Ralph  Die- 
trich and  Walter  Morosco. 

EVERETT  FREEMAN  to  “Two  Weeks  With 
Pay”  for  Producer  Lou  Edelman. 

F.  VAN  WYCK  MASON  and  CHARLES  BEL- 
DON  to  “Bucharest  Ballerina  Murders,”  from 
Mason’s  novel. 

ROBERT  PIROSH  to  “Caribbean  Cruise”  for 
Producer  Harry  Joe  Brown. 

ELAINE  RYAN  polishing  “A  Very  Young  Lady.” 
Robert  T.  Kane  will  produce. 

ROY  CHANSLOR  to  an  untitled  “Cisco  Kid” 
story  for  Producers  Ralph  Dietrich  and  Walter 
Morosco. 

Universal 

GEORGE  WAGGNER  completes  “The  Human 
Robot.” 

Warner  Bros. 

RALPH  BLOCK  to  “One  Hour  of  Glory,”  from 
a Mary  Roberts  Rinehart  story. 

JACK  SCHOLL  to  an  untitled  one-reel  mu- 
sical, to  feature  Phil  Harris  and  his  orchestra. 
Jean  Negulesco  will  direct. 

CHARLES  GRAYSON  completes  “30  Days  Hath 
September.”  It  rolls  December  15. 

ROBERT  HUNT  to  “Captain  Ulysses  Smith,” 
from  a story  by  Robert  Presnell. 

LEONARD  FRANK  teamed  with  MILTON 
KltlMS  on  “The  Dealer’s  Name  Was  George.” 

JULIUS  and  PHILIP  EPSTEIN  to  “The  Male 
Animal,”  from  the  James  Thurber-Elliott  Nu- 
gent play. 


Story  Buys 

Frank  Lloyd 

“I,  James  Lewis,”  purchased  from  Paramount. 
Plans  are  to  get  the  sea  story  before  the  cameras 
within  six  weeks  for  Universal  release. 

Harry  Sherman 

“American  Empire,”  by  J.  Robert  Bren  and 
Gladys  Atwater.  Paramount  will  release. 

M-G-M 

“Lady  Be  Good,”  musical  comedy  by  George 
Gershwin.  Eleanor  Powell,  Ann  Sothern  and  Tony 
Martin  will  feature  with  Arthur  Freed  produc- 
ing and  Busby  Berkeley  directing. 

“Sun’s  in  the  West,”  by  Betty  Hopkins  and 
Richard  Carroll.  Robert  Taylor  will  star. 

Paramount 

“Manhattan  River  Divides,”  by  Aben  Kandel. 

United  Productions 

“The  Third  Hour,”  a novel  by  Geoffrey  House- 
hold. 

Warner  Bros. 

“Night  Hawks,”  by  Leonard  Hoffman,  who 
will  do  the  script.  It  is  a story  of  the  R.  A.  F, 

Technically 

Alexander  Korda 

RAY  KLUNE  named  production  manager  on 
“New  Wine.” 

Columbia 

JEROME  PYCHA  named  art  director  on 
“Blondie  Goes  Latin.” 

GENE  HAVELICK  to  edit  "Blondie  Goes 
Latin.” 

JOSEPH  WALKER  replaces  FRITZ  PLANER 

as  cameraman  on  “Penny  Serenade.” 

Globe 

HANS  PETERS  named  art  director  on  "Pot  O’ 
Gold.” 

LLOYD  NOSLER  to  edit  “Pot  O’  Gold.” 
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Hal  Roach 

BARNEY  CARR  named  assistant  director  on 
“Topper  Returns.’’ 

Harry  Sherman 

FRED  SPENCER  signed  as  assistant  director 
on  the  next  two  Hopalong  Cassidy  westerns  for 
Paramount.  He  replaces  Derwin  Abrahams,  who 
has  been  boosted  to  a directorship. 

M-G-M 

BOB  SAUNDERS  named  script  assistant  on 
“Four  Cents  a Word.”  TOM  ANDRE  is  the  as- 
sistant director. 

BERT  SPURUIN  set  as  first  assistant  director 
on  “Men  of  Boys  Town.” 

KARL  FREUND  to  photograph  “Blossoms  in 
the  Dust.” 

SID  WAGNER  photographing  “Four  Cents  a 
Word.” 

CONRAD  A.  NERVIG  to  edit  “Bad  Man.” 

BLANCHE  SEWELIj  named  film  editor  on 
“Ziegfeld  Girl.” 

JULIAN  SILVEKSTEIN  named  special  pro- 
duction assistant  on  “Ziegfeld  Girl.” 

O.  O.  DULL,  production  associate,  and  GIL 
KURLAND,  assistant  director  on  “Men  of  Boys 
Town,”  are  joined  in  Omaha  by  a technical  crew 
of  15  to  film  atmospheric  scenes  at  Father  Flana- 
gan’s school. 

RICHARD  THORPE,  who  directs,  CLYDE  DE 
VINNA,  cameraman,  and  a scouting  unit  are 
surveying  location  sites  around  Albuquerque, 
N.  M.,  for  “Bad  Man.” 

HARRY  McAFEE  named  unit  art  director  on 
“Men  of  Boys  Town.” 

JOHN  DETLEY  named  unit  art  director  on 
“The  Bad  Man.” 

TONY  VILLONE  set  as  technical  advisor  on 
“Men  of  Boys  Town.”  A member  of  the  studio 
art  department,  he  was  the  first  mayor  of  Boys 
Town. 

SERGEI  PETSCHNIKOFF  named  unit  manager 


on  “Mr.  Co-Ed,” 
Myrna  Loy. 

to 

star 

William  Powell 

and 

EUANK  SULLIVAN 

to 

edit  “Wild  Man 

of 

Borneo.” 

HERBERT  POLESIE  named  production  aide 
on  “Men  of  Boys  Town.” 

JACKSON  ROSE  photographing  “Too  Many 
Sisters,”  an  Our  Gang  short  comedy. 

BILL  CANNON  named  unit  manager  on  “Blos- 
soms in  the  Dust,”  co-starring  Greer  Garson  and 
Walter  Pidgeon. 

Paramount 

TED  TETZLAFF  photographing  “Road  to 
Zanzibar.”  ROBERT  USHER  is  the  art  director. 

RUSSELL  MATHEWS  named  assistant  director 
on  “New  York  Town.” 

HAL  WALKER  set  as  assistant  director  on 
“Road  to  Zanzibar.” 

EARL  HAYMAN  handling  sound  recording  on 
“Road  to  Zanzibar.” 

CHARLES  WOOLSTENHULME  set  as  business 
manager  on  "New  York  Town.’’ 

WILLIAM  MELLOK  photographing  “Las  Ve- 
gas Nights.” 

DAN  SAYRE  GROESBECK,  artist,  signed  by 
Producer  Cecil  B.  DeMille  to  create  advance 
“visualizations”  of  key  scenes  for  “Reap  the  Wild 
Wind.”  Groesbeck's'  scenes  will  be  duplicated  by 
the  camera. 

RKO  Radio 

DORIAN  COX  named  assistant  director  on 
“They  Met  in  Argentina.”  JERRY  GOMEZ  and 
JORGE  KEANE,  native-born  Argentinians,  have 
been  signed  as  technical  directors. 

AL  D’AGOSTINO  named  art  director  on  “The 
Devii  and  Miss  Jones,”  the  Frank  Ross-Norman 
Krasna  production. 

CARROLL  CLARK  set  as  art  director  on  “They 
Met  in  Argentina. 

VERNON  WALKER  heads  for  Truckee  to  film 
snow  scenes  for  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith.” 

SAMUEL  RUMAN  named  assistant  director  on 
“Along  the  Rio  Grande,”  a Tim  Holt  western. 

20th  Century-Fox 

LEON  SHAMROY'^  to  lens  “The  Road  to  Rio,” 
to  be  filmed  in  Technicolor.  Irving  Cummings 
is  the  director. 

ERNEST  PALMER  to  photograph  “Tall,  Dark 
and  Handsome.” 


Warner  Bros. 

IRVING  RAPPER  set  as  dialogue  director  on 
“The  Sea  Wolf.” 

ARTHUR  TODD  photographing  a “Melody 
Master”  short,  featuring  Henry  Busse  and  his 
orchestra.  ERIC  STACEY  is  unit  manager. 

RUDI  FEHR  to  edit  “Stuff  of  Heroes.” 

BYRON  HASKIN  and  H.  F.  KOENEKAMP  pho- 
tographing special  effects  for  “The  Wagons  Roll 
at  Night.” 

JACK  COSGROVE  doing  special  process  work 
for  Frank  Capra’s  “Meet  John  Doe.” 


With  Work  Done — 

David  Butler  (left)  who  produced  and 
directed  “You’ll  Find  Out”  for  RKO 
Radio,  bids  adieu  to  Bandleader  Kay 
Kyser,  star  of  the  film,  who  hopped 
off  for  New  York  immediately  after 
its  completion.  It  was  Kyser’ s second 
starring  vehicle  under  Butler’s  guid- 
ance. He  is  set  to  return  to  Hollywood 
next  February. 


A Noticeable  Letdown  in 
Out-oi-Town  Premieres 

Whether  traceable  to  the  impending 
Christmas  holidays  or  to  exploiteers’  pos- 
sible decision  that  a rest  period  is  re- 
quired, there  is  a noticeable  letdown  in  the 
number  of  gala  out-of-town  premiere 
junkets  scheduled  for  December. 

To  date,  in  fact,  only  one  such  affair  is 
on  the  docket — the  world  premiere  of 
Warner’s  “Santa  Fe  Trail”  in  Santa  Pe, 
New  Mexico,  December  13-14-15.  Two 
trainloads  of  celebrities  will  converge  upon 
that  city  for  the  occasion — one  from  Hol- 
lywood bringing  Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  de 
Havilland,  Alan  Hale,  Ronald  Reagan, 
other  cast  members  and  the  governor  of 
Arizona;  the  other  from  New  York  bear- 
ing Raymond  Massey,  homeoffice  ex- 
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Arbitration  Chief  Is 
Headed  for  Coast 


New  York — With  formal  federal  court 
authorization  tucked  in  his  pocket,  J. 
Noble  Braden,  executive  secretary  of  the 
American  Arbitration  Ass’n,  set  off  for 
Los  Angeles  over  the  weekend  in  the  first 
stop  of  a six  weeks’  trip  determined  that 
the  majority  of  31  nationwide  arbitration 
tribunals  will  be  ready  to  hear  cases  not 
later  than  February  15. 

Braden  will  devote  his  time  to  inter- 
viewing potential  arbitrators  and  the  se- 
lection of  chief  clerks.  The  latter  will  un- 
doubtedly be  hired  immediately  so  they 
can  begin  occupancy  of  local  offices  by 
February  1.  The  names  of  arbitrators 
must  first  be  submitted  to  the  AAA’s  ar- 
bitration committee  of  10  here,  but  upon 
Braden’s  return  he  will  make  recommen- 
dations as  to  their  fitness,  at  which  time 
those  selected  will  comprise  local  arbitra- 
tion panels.  The  chief  clerks  in  charge 
of  tribunals  will  be  required  not  to  have 
any  past  or  present  connection  with  the 
industry — the  same  stipulation  that  ob- 
tains in  respect  to  arbitrators. 

As  matters  stand  it  is  possible  a num- 
ber of  tribunals  in  the  midwest  will  not 
have  as  large  a staff  as  those  in  larger 
cities  where  a chief  clerk  and  possibly  up 
to  three  secretaries  will  be  required  to 
handle  the  traffic.  Tribunals  may  be 
broken  up  into  A,  B and  C classes,  de- 
pending upon  the  number  of  personnel 
necessai'y. 


ecutives  and  the  governors  of  Kansas, 
Oklahoma,  Texas,  Missouri  and  Colorado. 

The  three-day  “Santa  Fe  Trail  Days” 
celebration  attendant  upon  the  film’s  de- 
but will  include  street  dances,  a civic  re- 
ception and  parade,  a grand  ball  and  a 
pageant. 

En  route  back  to  Hollywood  from  the 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  premiere  of  Monogram’s 
“Take  Me  Back  to  Oklahoma”  are  Tex  Rit- 
ter, Slim  Andrews  and  Bob  Wills  and  his 
Playboys,  who  appear  in  the  film,  and 
Producer  Edward  Finney.  Premiere  cli- 
maxed three  days  of  festivities  including  a 
street  parade. 

-A 


Spearheads 


... 

(Continued  from  page  25) 
moderate  success  is  assured,  however,  by 
the  feature’s  timeliness  and  the  favorable 
reception  accorded  it  by  audiences  who 
glimpsed  it  in  its  first  showings.  Samuel 
Bischoff  gave  it  handsome  production  and 
John  Brahm  directed  with  speed  and  as- 
surance. 

4:  ik  * 

A pair  of  the  series  school  rates  above 
par  in  their  field. 

RKO  Radio’s  “Remedy  for  Riches,”  lat- 
est in  the  film  adventures  of  Dr.  Chris- 
tian, is  well  up  to  the  standards  estab- 
lished in  previous  entries.  Lee  Loeb’s  ori- 
ginal screenplay  has  its  quota  of  laughs 
and  heart  tugs;  Erie  C.  Kenton  pointed 
up  the  human  elements  in  his  direction; 
and  the  film  doubtless  will  satisfy  in  its 
showings  for  the  family  trade.  William 
Stephens  produced. 

Monogram  presented  more  exploits  of 
Hugh  Wiley’s  fictional  Chinese  detective, 
James  Lee  Wong,  in  “Phantom  of  China- 
town,” with  Keye  Luke  replacing  Boris 


■ — 

Karloff  as  the  Oriental  super-sleuth.  The 
change  is,  if  anything,  for  the  better; 
Joseph  West’s  script  is  definitely  above 
average,  brimming  over  with  action  and 
suspense;  and  Producer  Paul  Malvern  can 
safely  credit  himself  with  having  delivered 
a picture  that  is  grade  A supporting  fare 
in  any  and  all  showings.  Phil  Rosen  gave 
the  piece  capable  direction. 

* * ♦ 

Republic’s  “Barnyard  Pollies”  reaps  a 
rich  harvest  of  wholesome  laughs  and 
rural  rhythm.  It’s  a cornfield  comedy 
and  a cinch  to  go  like  wildfire  in  the  silo 
sectors,  however  tepidly  it  may  be  received 
in  the  big  cities.  Capable  direction  by 
Frank  McDonald  ties  the  thin  story  in 
neatly  with  several  musical  numbers,  fea- 
turing a galaxy  of  farmland  radio  favor- 
ites. Feature  was  satisfactorily  mounted 
by  Producer  Armand  Schaefer  and  ac- 
ceptably scripted  by  Dorrell  and  Stuart 
McGowan  from  a story  idea  by  Robert  T. 
Shannon. 
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UA  Slockholders  Into 
Second  Coast  Session 


Los  Angeles — Following  a discussion  of 
future  production  and  distribution  plans, 
which  featured  Wednesday’s  closed  ses- 
sion, the  annual  meeting  of  UA  stock- 
holders was  adjourned  until  Saturday,  at 
which  time  it  was  announced  the  sched- 
uled business  matters  would  be  disposed  of. 

Murray  Silverstone,  chief  of  UA  opera- 
tions, declared  following  the  initial  meet- 
ing that  nothing  of  importance  had  oc- 
curred, and  that  no  announcements  were 
to  be  made.  He  declined  to  comment  on 
reports  that  several  UA  producers  had  ap- 
peared before  the  gathering  to  protest  the 
company’s  distribution  methods. 

It  was  expected  that  the  current  lineup 
of  vice-presidents  and  directors  was  to  be 
re-elected.  Attending  the  first  meeting, 
besides  Silverstone,  were  Alexander  Korda, 
George  Bagnall,  Mendel  Silberberg,  Loyd 
Wright  (representing  Mary  Pickford), 
Harry  Bardt  (representing  the  Douglas 
Fairbanks  estate),  James  Mulvey  (for 
Samuel  Goldwyn),  Charles  Schwartz  (for 
Charles  Chaplin)  and  Edward  Raftery, 
secretary. 

Ziegler  at  Hearings  on 
Decree  for  PCCITO 

Los  Angeles — Attending  the  consent  de- 
cree hearings  in  New  York  as  official 
representative  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Con- 
ference of  Independent  Theatre  Owners 
was  Paul  J.  Ziegler,  local  attorney. 

The  PCCITO  is  on  record  in  opposition 
to  several  clauses  in  the  consent  decree — 
particularly  the  blocks-of-five  proviso. 

Meanwhile  no  report  is  yet  available 
at  either  the  ITO  of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz. 
or  Fox  West  Coast  headquarters  concern- 
ing the  status  of  the  Community  Chest 
drive  now  being  conducted  in  the  Los  An- 
geles area.  The  ITO  is  serving  as  a vol- 
untary clearing  house  for  funds  collected 
by  independent  theatres  in  the  territory. 


Refurbishes  Lyric 

Culbertson,  Mont. — E.  E.  Bonebright 
is  refurbishing  his  Lyric  here.  Included 
in  the  improvements  is  the  installation 
of  an  RCA  soimd  system. 


When  "Arizona"  Premiered — 

Jean  Arthur,  the  star,  flew  in  from  Hollywood  for  a personal  appearance 
(top  left).  With  her  before  the  mike  is  Melvyn  Douglas.  Part  of  the  three- 
mile-long  western  parade  which  traversed  Tucson’s  streets  for  the  occasion 
is  seen  in  the  top-right  photo.  Directly  below  are  some  Hollywood  celebrities 
who  came  in  for  the  five-theatre  debut  of  Columbia’s  Wesley  Ruggles  pro- 
duction. Left  to  right:  Florence  Rice,  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Fay  Wray,  Guy 
Kibbee,  Porter  Hall,  Warren  William,  Hedda  Hopper,  Regis  Toomey,  Rita 
Hayworth,  Jack  Holt,  Paul  Lukas,  Douglas,  and  William  Holden.  Quite  in- 
formally on  the  floor  is  Charles  Ruggles,  brother  of  Wesley  and  well  known 
screen-stage  comedian.  And  finally,  Papagos  Indians  in  native  dress  put  on 
one  of  their  picturesque  dances. 


28 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  23,  1940 


AloU  for  "Dictator" — 

Flying  across  the  Rocky  Mountain 
territory,  with  a plane  bannered, 
“ ‘The  Great  Dictator’  Flies  Over  the 
West”  was  a stunt  originated  by  UA 
Exploiteer  George  R.  Gomperts  that 
paid  0//  in  good  publicity  wherever  a 
stop  was  made.  In  the  picture,  ’back- 
grounded by  the  plane,  stand  left  to 
right,  Harold  Rice,  manager  of  the 
Paramount  Theatre  in  Denver;  a 
Chaplin  impersonator ; and  Jack  Mc- 
Kee, manager  of  the  Fox  in  Laramie, 
Wyoming. 


» IE  M V IE  R 

■pHE  OLD  VICTORY,  erected  about  30 
years  ago,  will  be  demolished  to  make 
way  for  a seven-story  addition  to  the  May 
department  store.  Known  as  Victory  No. 
2.  it  has  been  owned  by  J.  B.  Melton,  who 
also  operates  the  New  Victory  . . . Ben 
Pish,  UA  western  division  manager,  planed 
in  for  conferences  at  the  local  exchange. 

The  ladies  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Screen 
Club  are  adopting  three  girls  as  their  share 
of  the  charity  work  conducted  by  the 
club.  The  girls  will  be  cared  for  and 
sent  through  school.  The  committee  in 
charge  of  this  work  is  headed  by  Mrs. 
Henry  Friedel. 

George  Allan,  who  formerly  owned  the 
Centre  here,  has  bought  the  State  at 
North  Platte,  Neb.,  from  John  Mattern. 
George  Allan  sr.  and  jr.  were  in  Denver 
arranging  bookings  and  buying  supplies 
. . . C.  A.  Mulock,  manager  of  the  Palace, 
is  back  on  the  job  after  an  operation  and 
31  days  in  the  hospital. 

Bill  Slater,  manager  of  the  Victory,  went 
to  Omaha  to  attend  the  wedding  of  Mil- 
ton  Overman,  manager  of  the  L.  D.  Gold- 
berg circuit  . . . Robert  Hill,  manager  of 
Columbia  exchange,  attended  the  pre- 
miere of  “Arizona”  at  Tucson. 

Leon  Coulter  of  the  Loveland,  Loveland, 
Colo.,  and  Charles  Diller  of  the  Vida,  Crip- 
ple Creek,  and  also  head  of  the  Diller  cir- 
cuit, were  on  the  Row. 


Gets  "Emperor  Jones" 

Los  Angeles — Mike  Levinson  will  dis- 
tribute “Emperor  Jones”  for  Screencraft 
Pictures  in  California,  Nevada,  Arizona 
and  Hawaii. 


JESSIE  CABANAS,  head  film  inspectress 
^ at  M-G-M,  is  celebrating  her  20th  year 
of  service  with  the  exchange  ...  In  from 
the  Tucson  premiere  of  Columbia’s  “Ari- 
zona” are  W.  C.  Ball,  exchange  manager; 
Jerome  Safron,  western  district  chief;  and 
Mike  Newman,  exploiteer. 

A rip-roaring  success  was  the  annual 
Filmrow  dance  held  at  the  Diana  Ball- 
room November  15.  More  than  500  at- 
tended the  affair,  which  was  sponsored 
by  local  B-61,  lATSE  . . . Seymour  Wil- 
ling, aide  to  Mike  Levinson,  independent 
distributor,  is  supervising  the  run  of 
“White  Zombie”  at  the  El  Miro  in  Santa 
Monica. 


A Going  Business — 

That’s  the  back  seat  of  T.  Bidwell 
McCormick’s  car.  Files  covering  pub- 
licity and  accessories  on  RKO  pic- 
tures make  a virtual  office  of  a rear 
seat,  and  road  maps  utilize  the  floor. 


Revive  Old  Tucson  at 
Premiere  of  "Arizona" 

Tucson,  Ariz. — The  spirit  of  old  Tucson, 
embellished  with  Hollywood  glamour, 
reigned  in  this  Arizona  city  as  November 
14  brought  the  world  premiere  of  Colum- 
bia’s “Arizona.”  Townsfolk  and  the  visit- 
ing stars  were  garbed  in  the  modes  of 
pioneer  days. 

Governor  R.  T.  Jones  of  Arizona  of- 
ficially welcomed  two  visiting  governors, 
Ralph  Carr  of  Colorado  and  Anselmo 
Macias  of  Sonora,  Mexico. 

The  feature  was  presented  in  five  the- 
atres, the  stars  making  personal  appear- 
ances in  each.  Kate  Smith  and  Ted  Ma- 
lone were  featured  in  a broadcast  from 
Tucson. 


Reduce  Your  Suprex  and  Higrh  Intensity 

CARBON  WASTE 

25%  with  the  Cross  Carbon  Savings  Device 
Write  for  Booklet  and  Trial 

CROSS  MACHINE  SHOP 

2918  Pennsylvania  Are.  DETROIT,  MICH. 


Winner  of  Republic’s  collections  drive 
for  “Dark  Command,”  the  Los  Angeles  ex- 
change is  now  richer  by  $1,500.  Francis 
Bateman,  branch  manager;  Carl  Bryant, 
office  manager;  and  John  PYey  and  Jos- 
eph Stout,  salesmen,  share  in  the  money 
. . . Booking:  Irwin  Kanowitz,  Union  The- 
atre; Charles  Caballero,  Wilshire  Theatre, 
Santa  Monica;  Jack  Goldberg,  Ben  Bron- 
stein  circuit. 

George  Hickey,  Metro’s  western  district 
supervisor,  is  in  San  Francisco  setting  a 
product  deal  with  the  Golden  State  circuit 
. . . A.  J.  O’Keefe,  district  manager  for 
Universal,  planed  out  for  Seattle  for  con- 
fabs with  W.  J.  Heineman,  western  sales 
manager  . . . Stan  Pariseau,  branch  man- 
ager at  Altec  Service,  in  from  Oakland. 

Danner  Knowlton,  former  San  Fran- 
cisco manager  for  Erpi,  is  here  from  Bu- 
ford, N.  C.  He’s  looking  around  for  a 
tieup  with  a local  aircraft  company  . . . 
Booking:  Boris  Posner  of  the  Arlington; 
Ben  Peskay,  operator  of  the  Banner  and 
Palms;  Phil  Greenbaum,  Castle  and  Mecca 
theatres. 

Western  states  coin  machine  operators 
held  a three-day  convention  here  at  the 
Biltmore  Hotel,  November  17-19.  Featured 
were  displays  of  various  coin-in-slot  auto- 
matic motion  picture  projectors,  including 
the  first  public  showing  of  Talkitone,  the 
projector  being  handled  by  Cecil  B.  De- 
Mille’s  Hollywood  Quality  Pictures.  Also 
shown  was  the  Mills  projector  for  which 
James  Roosevelt’s  Globe  Productions  sup- 
plies the  films. 


Session  in  Seattle — 

At  a welcome  in  Seattle,  left  to  right, 
are  John  Hamrick,  managing  director 
of  the  Hamrick-Evergreen  Theatres; 
Mrs.  John  Hamrick,  and  Charles 
Laughton,  whose  personal  appearance 
in  Seattle  occasioned  the  get-together . 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 

Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhotiette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 

1964  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 

LOS  ANGELES 
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SJEATTl  E 

^HIS  burg,  and  in  fact,  the  whole  state, 

still  is  wondering  who  will  be  put  in  the 
governor’s  seat  this  coming  January. 
Clarence  Dill,  and  Art  Langlie,  present 
mayor  of  Seattle,  are  running  neck-and- 
neck  with  the  absentee  ballots  the  de- 
ciding factor.  Langlie  looks  like  the  win- 
ner but  the  Dill  managers  are  questioning 
the  legality  of  various  votes.  Looks  like 
the  courts  will  be  called  in  to  say  who 
shall  reign  for  the  next  four  years. 

Claude  Jensen,  vioneer  Seattle  theatre 
executive,  now  of  Portland,  spent  this 
loeek  in  town  conferring  with  John  von 
Herberg,  his  partner  in  the  Jensen -von 
Herberg  company.  They  discussed  pic- 
tures and  policies  for  the  coming  year. 
They  were  joined  during  the  week  by 
Leroy  V.  Johnson,  general  manager  of  the 
Jensen-von  Herberg  theatres,  who  had 
just  returned  from  a six-week  trip  to  the 
east  and  south.  On  his  way  home.  John- 
son visited  the  “sets”  for  the  production 
“Arizona”  now  standing  in  Tucson. 

Word  from  New  York  tells  of  the  death 
of  Martin  Beck,  founder  of  the  Orpheum 
circuit.  His  Palace,  on  Broadway,  was 
the  mecca  of  the  nation’s  top  vaudeville. 

Few  Seattleites  who  saw  the  world  pre- 
miere of  the  stage  comedy.  “Thanks  for 
My  Wife.”  at  the  Metropolitan  a year  ago, 
with  Allan  Dinehart,  Glenda  Farrell.  Lyle 
Talbot  and  many  others  in  the  cast,  tvould 
have  wagered  that  it  would  become  a 
Broadway  hit.  The  entire  cast,  after  the 
premiere,  were  entertained  at  the  North- 
west Film  Club.  Word  to  the  club  tells 
that  the  title  of  the  shoiv  is  now  “Sepa- 
rate Rooms”  with  the  same  gang  still 
holdina  down  the  boards,  and  New  York 
going  for  it  like  a ton  of  brick. 

The  Rivoli,  one  of  the  two  houses  in 
town  playing  vaudeville,  arrived  at  its 
27th  birthday  anniversary  this  week.  This 
theatre  has  the  distinction  of  having  had 
rnore  names  than  any  other  in  the  city’s 
history  . . . Tony  Filigno  has  resigned 
as  assistant  booker  at  20th  Century-Fox 
to  accept  a similar  berth  with  the  U.  S. 
Army  Motion  Picture  Service. 

Ralph  Ravenscroft  of  the  Paramount 
publicity  department  back  in  town  to  do 
work  on  “North  West  Mounted  Police." 
Prior  to  leaving  for  Yakima,  and  having 
a few  moments  to  spare.  Ralph  dropped 
into  a local  opery  and  glanced  over  the 
offering.  Not  thinking  it  up  to  standard, 
he  sent  through  a bank  draft  for  the 
amount  of  his  admission,  to  the  press 
agent  for  the  offering.  Said  p.  a.  has  sent 
on  the  dough  via  telegram  collect  which 
means  that  Ralph  will  be  out  about  20 
cents  on  the  whole  deal. 

One  Seattle  drama  critic  recalls  that 
one  of  the  iokes  getting  a big  laugh  in 
“The  Great  Dictator”  was  used  36  years 
aero  at  the  old  Grand  here.  No  doubt  Joe 
Miller  used  it  before  that  . . . John  Ham- 
rick’s Blue  Mouse  has  once  more  opened 
its  doors,  this  time  with  a new  policy  of 
“hit  pictures  of  the  past.”  New  prices  are 
15  cents  matinee  and  20  cents  evening. 

Morton  Levy,  in  charge  of  the  Sidney 
Kent  Drive  for  Fox,  spent  a couple  of  days 
here  to  hold  a Northwest  meeting.  Here 
for  the  gathering  were  Jimmy  Patterson 
of  Vancouver,  B.  C.;  Charley  Powers, 
branch  manager  of  Portland,  and  his 
salesman.  Cildt  Robbinette,  and  booker 
Hershal  Fox.  Meeting  was  held  in  the 
office  of  Herndon  Edmond,  Seattle  branch 
manager,  and  his  salesmen,  Archie  Holt 


and  Jimmy  Brooks,  along  with  Bob  Os- 
born, head  booker,  attending. 

The  new  recruits  for  the  U.  S.  army  will 
get  a visual  as  well  as  outdoor  training. 
Motion  picture  executives  and  U.  S.  Army 
officers  are  now  arranging  conferences 
here  on  a plan  to  produce  a series  of  films 
for  visual  education. 

Jean  Spear  of  Warners  caught  a severe 
cold  and  was  ordered  to  the  hospital  this 
week.  Now  recovering,  it  is  expected  he 
will  be  released  in  a few  days  . . . Bill 
Heineman,  of  the  Universal  New  York  of- 
fice, completed  a hunting  trip  in  Mon- 
tana and  is  now  here  conferring  with 
L.  J.  McGinley,  local  branch  manager  . . . 
Neal  Walton,  Keith  Beckwith  and  Bill 
Kostenbader  getting  ready  to  attend  the 
Columbia  regional  meet  in  San  Francisco 
November  23-24.  Gang  will  gather  at  the 
St.  Francis  Hotel. 

Frank  and  Betty  Christie  flying  out  for 
Portland  where  they  boarded  the  train  for 
Chicago.  They  were  joined  in  the  Rose 
City  by  Roy  Brown  and  the  party  pro- 
ceeds on  to  New  York.  Both  Christie  and 
Brown  are  bookers  in  Washington  and 
Oregon,  respectively,  for  Fox  Evergreen 
theatres  . . . Norman  Moray,  general  sales 
manager  for  Warner  short  subjects,  here 
from  New  York  . . . Rachel  Caraco  en- 
tertaining the  girls  of  the  Metro  ex- 
change at  her  home  . . . Lee  Kirby  down 
from  Monroe  along  with  Lester  Wicks,  his 
house  manager  there  . . . Bill  Shartin, 
Warner  branch  manager,  biding  his  time 
and  getting  ready  for  an  operation. 

Al  Forman  in  from  St.  Helens,  Ore.,  and 
taking  in  the  football  game  with  his 
brother  Al,  general  manager  of  Sterling 
. . . Art  St.  John  driving  in  from  Cen- 
tralia  in  a new  “Continental”  car  and 
giving  the  gang  a thrill  by  letting  them 
drive  it  ..  . Ted  Gamble  back  to  his  home 
town  for  the  homecoming  game.  Ted 
now  owns  the  Capitol  in  Portland  . . . Syd 
Turner  in  from  Yakima,  driving  in  with 
Senior  Mercy. 


REVIEW  • 


• FLASHES 


HOLD  THAT  WOMAN  (PRC)— A fast-moving, 
glib  sort  of  comedy-drama  that  should  pro- 
vide satisfactory  entertainment  in  routine 
fashion.  An  investigator  of  installment 
beaters  in  a giddy  afternoon  of  tracing, 
manages  to  marry  his  girl,  find  a bag  of 
stolen  jewels,  furnish  a home  and  collect 
a reward.  James  Dunn,  Frances  Gifford. 

MEET  THE  MISSUS  (Rep) — All  the  prop  situa- 
tions that  bring  laughs  have  been  thrown 
into  the  making  of  the  plot  and  the  laughs 
will  come.  The  happenings  start  off  when 
Junior  loses  $5,000  in  bonds,  Joe  Higgins' 
boss  entrusted  him  to  deliver.  Roscoe 
Earns,  Ruth  Donnelly.  Director:  Mai  St. 
Clair. 

MURDER  OVER  NEW  YORK  (20th-Fox)— Per- 
formances ably  fit  the  bill  in  this  standard 
excitement  workout,  wherein  Charlie  Chan 
adventures  through  a murder,  sabotage  in 
the  aircraft  industry,  death  by  poison  gas 
and  intermixed  romance.  Sidney  Toler, 
Marjorie  Weaver,  Ricardo  Cortez.  Harry 
Lachman  directed. 

Additional  Review  Flashes  on  page  15. 


SAIILT  ILAKIIE 

jyjOUNTING  payrolls  in  Utah  caused  by 
better  business  conditions  and  increas- 
ing national  defense  expenditures,  indi- 
cate that  almost  10  per  cent  more  will 
be  expended  in  wages  by  Utah  employ- 
ers in  1940  than  in  ’39. 

Branch  Manager  Bill  Seib,  accompanied 
by  his  sales  force  and  Walt  Sterzer,  of- 
fice manager,  are  away  in  San  Francisco 
for  the  Columbia  convention. 

Several  new  releases  that  RKO  screened 
for  the  trade  include  “The  Fargo  Kid,” 
“Remedy  for  Riches”  and  the  short  sub- 
ject, “Power  and  the  Land.”  Manager 
H.  C.  Fuller  is  on  a selling  swing  around 
the  territory. 

Paramount’s  branch  manager,  F.  H. 
Smith,  has  been  busy  in  Idaho,  while 
George  Smith,  district  manager,  has  head- 
ed for  San  Francisco  . . . “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  is  being  held  over  at  the 
Studio  by  Manager  Ray  Hendry.  An- 
other holdover  is  “I  Love  You  Again”  at 
the  Gem. 

Attending  the  Fox  West  Coast  district 
managers  meeting  at  Idaho  Falls,  Ida.,  are 
Herschel  Stewart,  booker;  Rick  Ricketson, 
division  manager,  and  Hall  Baetz,  district 
manager  . . . On  a selling  jaunt  in  the 
territory  is  G.  S.  Pinnell  of  the  Sheffield- 
Republic  exchange. 

M-G-M  screened  “Gallant  Sons”  for  the 
trade  here  this  week  . . . Stan  Worthen, 
business  manager  for  the  operators  local, 
is  away  on  a hunting  trip  . . . Tony  Hart- 
ford. UA  branch  manager,  is  working  the 
territory. 

Members  of  the  Intermountain  Theatre 
Ass’n  discussed  theatre  operation  during  a 
luncheon  meeting  a few  days  ago  in  the 
Newhouse  Hotel.  John  Rugar  of  Park 
City,  president,  was  in  charge. 

Negotiations  for  a lease  on  the  Academy 
Theatre,  being  constructed  in  Provo,  Utah, 
by  a Utah  corporation,  were  announced 
this  week  by  Joseph  A.  Lawrence,  head  of 
the  firm.  The  800-seaf  theatre  will  be 
opened  by  January  15. 

Arrangements  for  a unit  that  will  build 
sets  along  the  Arizona-Mexican  border  for 
Wallace  Beery’s  next  starrer,  “Bad  Man,” 
are  being  made  at  present  by  Richard 
Thorpe  who  will  direct,  and  Art  Smith, 
unit  production  manager. 


"Bitter  Sweet"  Does  Big 
Business  in  Seattle 

Seattle — Highlighted  by  business  at  the 
Fifth  Avenue  in  Seattle,  where  it  topped 
“Babes  in  Arms,”  “Boom  Town”  and 
“New  Moon,”  M-G-M’s  new  musical, 
“Bitter  Sweet”  was  launched  over  the 
weekend  in  a number  of  key  cities. 

Other  situations  where  the  Jeanette 
MacDonald-Nelson  Eddy  film  opened  to 
excellent  business  were  Detroit,  with  173 
per  cent  of  normal  business  at  the  United 
Artists,  and  Philadelphia,  with  157  per 
cent  at  the  Boyd. 


Metro  Assigns  Ogden  Nash 

Ogden  Nash  will  script  M-G-M’s  “Fe- 
male of  the  Species.”  Joseph  Mankiewicz 
will  produce. 
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A Comeback  Made  by  Games  in 
Which  Audiences  Take  Part 


rr~  ' 

Telephone  Directory 
To  Press  Shortly 

The  Chicago  Telephone  Directory,  pub- 
lished by  BOXOFTICE,  will  shortly  go  to 
press.  Any  changes  or  additions  to  the 
previous  card  should  be  phoned  imme- 
diately to:  Hal  Tate,  central  editor,  BOX- 
OFFICE  MAGAZINE,  332  S.  Michigan 
Ave.,  Chicago.  The  phone  is  WABash 
4575. 

Greek  War  Aid  Relief 
Group  Is  Organized 

Chicago — Van  Nomikos,  vice-president 
of  Illinois  Theatres  of  Illinois,  head  of  his 
own  circuit,  and  president  of  Ahepa,  na- 
tional Greek  organization,  announces  the 
formation  of  the  Greek  War  Aid  Relief, 
Inc.  with  Harold  Vanderbilt  of  New  York 
City,  as  president  and  national  chairman. 
As  the  name  implies  the  new  organization 
will  render  service,  such  as  medical  and  fi- 
nancial aid,  to  the  Grecian  government  in 
their  war  against  Italy.  Van  Nomikos  him- 
self is  vice-president  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion. 

Other  officers  include  Spyros  Skouras, 
New  York,  vice-chairman;  Paul  Mellon  of 
Pittsburgh,  treasurer;  Harry  Reckas,  mid- 
west regional  chairman;  George  Skouras, 
eastern  regional  chairman,  and  Charles 
Skouras,  western  regional  chairman. 

Governor  Herbert  Lehman  of  New  York 
is  chairman  of  the  Jewish  division  while 
James  Coston,  zone  manager  for  Warner 
Bros.  Theatres  in  Chicago,  is  a member  of 
the  executive  committee. 


Noel  Smith  Megs  “Happiness" 

Hollywood — Noel  Smith  will  direct 
“Here  Comes  Happiness”  for  Warner  Bros. 
Charles  Tedford  did  the  original  script. 


By  HAL  TATE 

Chicago — Games  in  which  movie  audi- 
ences participate,  dormant  for  some  time, 
have  suddenly  made  a big  comeback  in 
Chicago  and  the  midwest.  Heading  the 
list  is  “Screeno,”  which,  combined  with 
“Jack-Pot,”  is  already  playing  some  40 
Chicago  houses.  Gaining  popularity 
down-state  is  “Cargo,”  while  a newcomer 
on  the  horizon,  S-T-A-R-O,  seems  to  be 
catching  hold  with  some  down-state  ex- 
hibitors. 

Surveying  the  Chicago  situation,  Box- 
office  finds  that  several  circuits  have 
started  or  are  contemplating  starting 
“Screeno,”  while  other  chains  indicate  that 
they  are  not  considering  the  game.  First 
of  the  circuits  to  get  on  the  “Screeno” 
bandwagon  was  Essaness  which  started 
the  game  at  the  north  side  Argmore  last 
Tuesday  night.  All  told  11  Essaness 
houses  are  now  playing  Screeno.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  Argmore  there  is:  American, 
Broadway,  Strand,  Byrd,  North  Center, 
Devon,  Embassy,  400,  Michigan,  Vogue  and 
Vic. 

Jack  Rose  of  the  Indiana-Rlinois  cir- 
cuit told  Boxoffice  that  he  would  not  play 
“Screeno”  at  any  of  his  Hoosier  houses 
since  Bank  Night  was  still  being  played 
there.  However,  he  said  that  he  might  put 
it  in  two  Chicago  houses,  the  Gayety  and 
Lex. 

Van  Nomikos,  head  of  the  circuit  bear- 
ing his  name,  told  Boxoffice,  that  he  was 
planning  on  starting  “Screeno”  in  at  least 
six  of  his  theatres.  They  are:  Ace,  Rex, 
Emmett,  Logan,  Milo  and  Lincoln. 

W.  K.  Hollander,  publicity  director  for 
B&K,  told  Boxoffice  that  B&K  was  not 


contemplating  running  “Screeno”  in  any 
of  its  theatres. 

Larry  Stein,  advertising  director  for 
Warner  Bros.  Theatres  in  Chicago,  said 
that  no  Warner  houses  were  planning 
“Screeno”  games. 

“Screeno”  prizes  at  the  present  time 
range  from  $25  in  smaller  houses  to  $50  in 
the  larger  houses.  A new  wrinkle  is  "Jack- 
Pot.”  This  is  a giveaway  proposition  in 
which  the  holder  of  a lucky  number  re- 
ceives a cash  award  amounting  usually  to 
about  $100.  If  none  wins  the  “Jack-Pot” 
prize  the  first  time,  an  additional  amount, 
usually  $10,  is  added  on  weekly  until  some- 
one wins  the  prize. 

Just  what  the  legal  status  of  “Screeno” 
is  at  the  present  time  is  a bit  hazy.  Natur- 
ally, there  is  something  behind  the  sudden 
splurge  of  Chicago  exhibitors  to  the  game. 
J.  S.  Markstein,  distributor  for  “Screeno,” 
refused  to  talk  to  Boxoffice  when  called, 
and  had  his  secretary  say  that  Kirsch 
“would  answer  all  questions.”  Jack  Kirsch 
told  Boxoffice  that  insofar  as  he  knew, 
Barnet  Hodes,  corporation  counsel  for  the 
city  of  Chicago,  had  indicated  his  disap- 
proval of  the  game. 

Not  yet  played  in  Chicago,  but  showing 
at  several  down-state  theatres  is  a new 
game — “Cargo.”  Several  other  downstate 
theatres  including  the  Fox  Midwest  Strand 
Theatre  in  West  Frankfort,  Illinois,  and 
the  Publix-Great  States  Palace  in  Dan- 
ville recently  started  S-T-A-R-O.  Dis- 
tributed by  Sam  Gertz  of  Screen  Game 
Attractions,  Chicago,  this  has  a new  twist. 
Contestant  comes  on  stage  and  using  a 
flashlight  sheds  light  on  photo-electric 
cell  which  causes  star-shaped  target  to 
turn.  A red  light  then  appears  over  one 
of  the  five  letters  in  S-T-A-R-O.  The  con- 
testant receives  a dollar  for  each  letter 
until  a letter  is  repeated  in  which  case 
he  is  through.  For  instance,  if  he  hap- 
pens to  get  R-S-O-R,  he  receives  three 
dollars,  since  his  fourth  letter  was  an  “r” 
which  had  already  come  up.  In  the  event 
he  gets  all  five  letters  without  duplica- 
tion he  is  eligible  for  the  jack-pot.  All- 
told  there  are  five  contestants  and  the 
jack-pot  is  split  up  among  those  who  get 
all  five  S-T-A-R-O  letters.  If  one  con- 
testant gets  all  five  letters  he  wins  the 
jack-pot.  If  two  of  the  five  get  it,  the 
jack-pot  is  split  up  between  the  two,  and 
so  on. 


Hold  John  W.  Considine  Jr. 

Hollywood — John  W.  Considine  jr.,  as- 
sociate producer,  has  been  held  for  an- 
other term  at  M-G-M.  He  is  now  filming 
“Men  of  Boys  Town.” 

/?  - - ^ 


Meeting  for  a Worthy  Cause — 

Members  of  Chicago’s  Filmrow  get  together  to  start  the  ball  rolling  for  their 
sixth  annual  Christmas  Basket  Party.  In  the  usual  order:  Christ  Otto,  Film 
Chauffeur’s  and  Carriers  Union;  Miss  McDonald, secretary  to  Morris  Leonard; 
“Hank”  Markbreit,  Chicago  Daily  Times;  Bill  Hollander,  publicity  director. 
B&K;  Charley  Ryan,  Warner  Bros.  Theatres;  Irving  Yergin,  Motion  Picture 
Herald;  Larry  Stein,  advertising  manager,  Warner  Bros.  Theatres,  Chicago; 
Myrtle  Collins,  Movie  Christmas  Basket  Party  Committee;  Craig  E.  (Sonny) 
Dennison,  and  Hal  Tate,  Central  editor  of  Boxoffice.  Seated  at  desk  is 
Morris  Leonard  of  B&K,  who,  with  Jack  Kirsch,  is  co-chairman  of  the 
basket  parties. 


Product  Must  Be 
Easy  to  Digest 

Chicago — Everett  Erickson,  manager  ol 
the  Warner  Rhodes,  claims  he  gives  his 
patrons  entertainment  that  they  can  sink 
their  teeth  into.  One  of  the  customers 
was  so  enthusiastic  that  he  was  well 
out  in  the  lobby  before  he  remembered 
that  he  had  left  his  false  teeth  on  the 
chair.  After  a brief  search  the  missing 
molars  were  found  and  returned  to  the 
somewhat  embarrassed  patron. 

- -- ■ <7 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  23,  1940 


C 


31 


Mandel,  Lorch  Host 
Republic  Biggies 


Chicago — Irving  Mandel  and  Harry 
Lorch  of  Republic  Pictures  here  were  hosts 
to  home  office  executives  and  branch 
managers  of  the  company  at  the  midwest- 
ern  quarterly  sales  meeting  held  at  the 
Drake  Hotel.  Herbert  J.  Yates,  president 
of  Consolidated  Film  Industries:  James  R. 
Grainger,  president  of  Republic,  and  C. 
Emmerson  were  here  from  the  home  of- 
fice. Following  the  meeting  the  trio  went 
to  Memphis  for  another  sales  conference, 
after  which  they  departed  for  the  com- 
pany’s Hollywood  studios. 

Discussed  at  the  meeting  was  the  cur- 
rent product  including  “Hit  Parade  of 
1941”  and  a sales  plan  for  handling 
“Melody  Ranch.”  Latter  is  musical  star- 
ring Gene  Autry  and  featuring  Jimmie 
Durante,  Ann  Miller,  Barton  MacLane  and 
Gabby  Hayes  among  others. 

Branch  managers  attending  the  mid- 
western  meeting  included:  J.  G.  Frack- 
man,  Milwaukee:  Robert  F.  Withers.  Kan- 
sas City:  William  Marriot,  Indianapolis: 
Gilbert  Nathanson.  Minneapolis:  Nat 
Steinberg,  St.  Louis;  F.  Moran,  Des  Moines, 
and  Carl  F.  Reese,  Omaha. 


Better  Films  League  Head 
To  Defense  of  a Booking 

Racine,  Wis. — In  an  effort  to  set  straight 
a fan  who  criticized  Warner’s  "Venetian 
for  the  double  billing  of  “Spring  Parade,” 
an  approved  family  picture,  and  “Diamond 
Frontier,”  Mrs.  W.  H.  Rohan,  president 
of  the  Better  Films  League,  defended  the 
theatre  in  a statement  as  follows: 

" ‘Spring  Parade’  was  rated  as  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  family  picture,  and  ‘Dia- 
mond Frontier’  as  an  adult  picture.  As 
long  as  the  public  insists  upon  double 
features  they  must  expect  different  types 
of  pictures  at  the  same  showing.  The 
time  of  showing  the  features  is  published 
each  evening  in  the  newspaper  so  one  does 
not  have  to  sit  through  an  undesirable 
picture. 

“The  theatre  managers  have  to  please 
every  type  of  person,  therefore  they  must 
show  all  types  of  film.  With  careful 
thought  and  study  of  the  daily  paper  one 
can  really  choose  his  own  style  of  play. 

"The  rating  lists  of  the  Better  Films 
League  are  being  posted  in  the  lobby  of 
hotels,  clubs  and  organizations  represent- 
ed in  the  league.  The  "YWCA  will  answer 
any  query  concerning  these  ratings.  Be- 
ginning next  Sunday,  the  Sunday  Bulle- 
tin will  carry  a list. 

“It  really  should  be  an  easy  task  to 
make  use  of  all  this  information  and  see 
just  the  play  one  wants.” 


Drive  on  Slot  Machines 

Belleville,  III. — State’s  Attorney  Louis 
P.  Zerweck  of  St.  Clair  county  who  for 
eight  years  had  maintained  a tolerant 
attitude  toward  gambling  in  the  county, 
has  declared  that  “slot  machines  must  go.” 
He  was  elected  to  a third  term  of  four 
years  on  November  5.  He  said  he  will  call 
upon  the  sheriff  to  issue  the  orders  neces- 
sary to  drive  them  out.  The  slot  machines 
are  in  taverns,  restaurants,  dance  halls 
and  roadhouses  in  all  parts  of  the  county. 


"Baker's  Wife"  Deemed  for 
Adults  by  Film  Council 

Chicago — Only  one  film,  “The  Baker’s 
Wife,”  has  been  classified  for  adults  only 
in  the  latest  report  issued  by  the  Better 
Films  Council  of  Chicago.  Mrs.  Richard 
M.  McClure  is  president  of  the  group,  while 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Holton,  vice-president,  is 
chairman  of  the  previewing  committee. 

Listed  for  mature  audiences  only  are 
the  following:  “Glamour  for  Sale”  (Coll  ; 
“The  Golden  Fleecing”  (M-G-M);  “The 
Lady  in  Question”  (Col),  and  “Money  and 
the  Woman”  (WB). 

The  following  films  were  okayed  for 
family  showing:  “Argentine  Nights” 
(Univ);  “Dulcy”  (M-G-M);  “Flowing 
Gold”  (WB);  “Foreign  Correspondent” 
(UA);  “Kit  Carson”  (UA)  ; “Men  Against 
the  Sky”  (RKO)  ; “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  (Para’t);  “Spring  Parade”  (Univ); 
“World  in  Flames”  (Para’t),  and  “Wyo- 
ming” (M-G-M). 

/.  E.  Flynn  Will  Move 
Quarters  to  Chicago 

Chicago — J.  E.  Flynn,  district  manager 
for  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,  will  move  his 
headquarters  from  Detroit  to  Chicago  on 
December  1 when  Metro  moves  into  its 
new  headquarters  in  the  Warner  Bros, 
building,  1307  S.  Wabash  Ave.  As  district 
manager,  Flynn  supervises  the  activities 
of  the  following:  W.  E.  “Doc”  Banford, 
resident  manager  in  Chicago;  F.  J.  Dow- 
ney, Detroit;  W.  W.  Willman,  Indianapolis; 
S.  Shurman,  Milwaukee,  and  W.  H.  Work- 
man, Minneapolis. 

Bill  Bishop,  exploitation  director  for 
Metro  in  Chicago,  is  now  working  out  a 
mailing  piece,  announcing  “Leo’s”  new 
Chicago  headquarters.  Plans  at  the  pres- 
ent time  call  for  a “house-warming”  about 
the  middle  of  December. 


Warming  Up  in  Chi — 

June  Preisser,  M-G-M  starlet,  ran  into 
typical  Chicago  wintry  weather  when 
she  trained  in  recently.  So  she  in- 
dulges in  a cup  o’  coffee  before  hurry- 
ing over  to  the  B&K  Chicago  Theatre 
where  she  joined  the  Louella  Parsons 
troupe. 


Believe  Thai  Ban  on 
Jukes  Is  Temporary 


Chicago  — Leading  manufacturers  of 
coin-operated  amusement  machines,  when 
questioned  by  Boxoffice  regarding  the 
banning  of  the  juke-boxes  here,  regarded 
the  ban  as  “only  temporary.”  The  ban,  if 
still  in  force  by  the  first  of  the  year,  would 
affect  the  launching  of  Mills  Novelty  Com- 
pany’s new  dime-in-the-slot  movie  ma- 
chine which  is  expected  to  make  its  de- 
but here  about  that  time. 

The  banning  of  the  coin-operated  de- 
vices began  with  the  recent  entry  of  the 
automatic  hostess  type  of  juke-box  into 
Chicago’s  five  million  a year  music  box 
industry.  This  machine  in  which  the 
tavern  patron  puts  a nickel  into  a ma- 
chine and  a “hostess”  at  a central  point 
talks  with  the  patron  a few  minutes  be- 
fore playing  the  selection  requested. 

There  are  approximately  10,000  juke- 
boxes of  all  kinds  in  Chicago,  each  valued 
at  $300  to  $400.  Police  Commissioner  All- 
man  asked  Corporation  Counsel  Barnet 
Hodes  for  an  opinion  on  their  legality. 
Hodes  said  they  were  illegal  because  of  a 
municipal  code  law  which  was  passed  three 
years  ago  prohibiting  any  amusement  de- 
vices operated  by  a coin  or  token. 


Projectionists  Take  Case 
To  Suburban  Residents 

Webster  Groves,  Mo. — About  100  mem- 
bers of  Local  No.  143  of  the  operators’ 
union  are  making  a house-to-house  can- 
vass in  Webster  Groves  and  Kirkwood  to 
acquaint  residents  with  the  union’s  side 
of  the  controversy  with  the  management 
of  the  Ozark  of  Webster  Groves  and  the 
Osage  and  Kirkwood  theatres  in  Kirkwood. 

Robert  Tomsen,  business  agent  for  Local 
No.  143,  said  that  the  canvass  will  be  con- 
tinued until  all  householders  in  both  Web- 
ster Groves  and  Kirkwood  have  been 
reached. 

Since  September  1 the  theatres  have  re- 
fused to  give  in  to  the  union’s  demands 
that  two  operators  be  used.  The  old  work- 
ing contract  that  expired  at  midnight 
provided  for  two  operators. 

Tomsen  said  that  the  canvassers  have 
been  explaining  that  the  union  projec- 
tionists were  “locked  out”  and  that  all 
other  theatres  in  St.  Louis  county  now  em- 
ploy two  projectionists  while  in  the  City  of 
St.  Louis  a city  ordinance  requires  that 
two  projectionists  be  employed.  The  union 
contends  that  it  is  not  safe  to  operate 
projection  machines  without  two  projec- 
tionists. 

The  managments  of  the  theatres  con- 
tend that  they  cannot  afford  to  pay  two 
projectionists  for  work  that  can  safely  be 
done  by  one  man. 


Celia  Will  Filed 

St.  Louis — The  will  of  Charles  J.  Celia, 
wealthy  real  estate  and  theatre  owner, 
filed  for  probate  at  Clayton,  Mo.,  last  week 
places  the  property  in  trust  for  21  years 
with  60  per  cent  of  the  income  to  go  to 
the  widow,  Mrs.  Harriet  Celia,  and  the  re- 
maining 40  per  cent  to  be  divided  equally 
by  two  daughters.  John  G.  Celia,  a son, 
did  not  share  in  the  estate,  the  will  stipu- 
lating the  son  had  been  amply  provided 
for  by  the  testator’s  brother,  Louis  A. 
Celia,  multimillionaire  race  track  and  the- 
atre owner,  who  died  in  1918. 
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Five  Teams  Are  Tied 
For  Bowling  Lead 


Chicago — The 

Warner 

Bros. 

Bowling 

League  in  its  tenth  week 

tightened  into  a 

close  race  with  five  teams  tied 

for  first 

place.  The  five 

leading 

scorers 

to  date. 

together  with  their  averages,  are 

1 as  fol- 

lows:  Ayers,  181; 

Turrell, 

179;  Jones,  176; 

Graf,  176,  and 
standings : 

Corbett,  152. 

Team 

Team— 

Won 

l.ost 

Capitol 

12 

Avalon  

12 

Yannigrans  

12 

Grove 

18 

12 

Avalon  Ciil)s  

18 

12 

Hammond 

. . . . . 17 

13 

1,000  Pounders  . . . 

17 

i;i 

Stratford  

16 

14 

(Ui.smo  

1,') 

Ogden 

16 

Beacons  

10 

20 

.Jeffery  

8 

22 

Five  Stars  

23 

Chicago — Price 

Waterhouse  are  way 

ahead  in  the  Balaban  & Katz  Employes 
Club  Bowling  League  with  16  victories  and 
five  losses.  Leading  scorers  to  date  are 


Carlson,  183;  De 

Tamble,  172;  Louis, 

168; 

Pipher,  167,  and  Swanson,  165. 
standings : 

The 

Team — 

Avon 

l,ost 

Price  Waterhouse 

16 

5 

Pilin  

11 

10 

Booking:  

11 

Television  

11 

B.  F.  Lindheimer 

!» 

12 

Advertising 

7 

13 

Chicago — The 

Bees  crept  ahead  of 

the 

Kays  in  the  B&K  Women’s  Bowling 
League.  The  Bees  have  won  11  and  lost 
10  while  the  Kays  have  won  10  and  lost  11. 
Leading  scorers  are:  Marian  McEneany 
(Bees),  148;  Louise  Pederson  (Kays),  137, 
and  Joanne  Abraham  (Kays),  132. 


Stage-Screen  Policy  at 
St.  Louis  Fox  Popular 

St.  Louis — The  big  business  that  the 
Fox  has  been  enjoying  since  it  has  adopt- 
ed the  policy  of  providing  stage  shows  in 
conjunction  with  pictures  has  caused  the 
Panchon  & Marco  executives  to  decide  to 
continue  this  policy  indefinitely  for  the 
5,000-seat  deluxer. 

The  first  week  the  m.  c.  was  Lew 
Parker.  Then  Donald  Novis,  headlined  in 
the  floorshow  at  the  classy  Chase  Club, 
west  end  night  spot,  was  asked  to  top 
last  week’s  bill.  Currently  Johnny  Perkins, 
part  owner  of  the  Playdium  in  East  St. 
Louis,  is  doing  the  m.  c.-ing  at  the  Fox. 

Ben  Rader,  a local  dance  band  leader, 
is  the  maestro  of  the  20  musicians  now 
working  at  the  Fox.  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr., 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
Fanchon  & Marco,  is  personally  booking 
the  vaudeville  acts  that  work  at  the  Fox. 

Les  Kaufman,  publicity  and  advertising 
director  for  F&M,  has  planted  more  than 
3,000  two-sheets  throughout  the  territory 
to  bally  the  new  policy. 


Earl  Carroll  a Judge 

Lafayette,  Ind. — Earl  Carroll,  theatrical 
producer,  flew  from  Hollywood  to  judge 
the  annual  beauty  contest  for  the  Debris, 
Purdue  University  year  book,  and  from 
some  50  women  chose  four  freshmen  as  the 
prettiest  co-eds  on  the  campus.  The  con- 
test was  held  in  the  new  Hall  of  Music  on 
the  Purdue  campus. 


JJARRY  (SONNY)  McDONALD,  mana- 
ger of  the  Warner  Theatre  in  Milwau- 
kee, came  to  town  with  Pat  O’Brien.  The 
Warner  star  had  been  in  the  Wisconsin 
city  for  the  Marquette  University  home- 
coming game.  In  Chicago,  Pat  made  per- 
sonal appearances  at  the  Avalon  and 
stopped  at  the  Rhodes  Theatre  to  inspect 
the  foot-prints  of  stars  located  in  the  the- 
atre’s lobby. 

Pop-Chalee,  one  of  the  foremost  In- 
dian painters  in  America,  was  in  town  last 
Friday  to  invite  Mayor  Kelly  to  the  pre- 
miere of  Warner’s  “Santa  Fe’’  in  Santa 
Fe.  Miss  Pop-Chalee  wore  her  native  Toas 
dress  when  extending  the  invitation  to  the 
mayor.  She  arrived  here  from  New  Mexi- 
co on  the  Santa  Fe’s  “El  Capitan.”  From 
Chicago  she  went  east  to  invite  Governor 
Herbert  Lehman  of  New  York  and  Mayor 
Fiorello  La  Guardia  of  New  York  City. 

Recent  Drake  Hotel  guests  included 
Miriam  Hopkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
(Andy)  Correll,  Loretta  Young  and  hubby 
Tom  Lewis,  and  Mike  Todd  . . . Town- 
send Netcher,  ex-hubby  of  Constance  Tal- 
madge  is  at  the  Ambassador  . . . Latest 
student  of  Helen  Elizabeth  Shelley  to 
“make  good”  in  Hollywood  is  Alaine 
Brandes,  who’s  been  given  a part  in  “Zieg- 
feld  Girl.”  Carroll  York  will  leave  for 
Hollywood  next  month.  Two  other  pupils, 
Richard  Angorala  and  Rosalie  Tanner,  nee 
Ryan,  have  20th  Century-Fox  and  RKO 
stock  contracts  respectively. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Carey  came  through 
town  via  Santa  Fe  Chief  heading  east  . . . 
Gene  Autry  broadcast  his  “Melody  Ranch’’ 
show  from  CBS’s  Chicago  studios.  Autry 
flew  to  Hollywood  following  broadcast 
while  horse  preferred  keeping  his  feet  on 
ground  and  took  train. 

Warner  notes — via  Andy  Kenney:  John 
Ebersberger,  manager  of  the  Rex,  Sheboy- 
gan, in  town  with  bride  . . . President 
Harry  Turrell  of  Warner  Bros.  Bowling 
League  announces  that  December  9 will 
be  Raffle  Night.  Ducats  are  10  cents  apiece 
with  $20  the  big  prize  . . . Arie  Fleming 
Braderick  had  the  office  girls  over  to 
her  home  recently  to  shower  another  ex- 
pected newcomer  to  the  family. 

Fort  Sheridan  is  building  a second  thea- 
tre for  the  benefit  of  the  new  soldiers  . . . 
Miles  Connolly,  film  writer  and  associate 
producer  of  M-G-M,  came  through  town. 
Connolly,  who  was  heading  east,  was  ac- 
companied  by  his  wife. 

Bonnie  and  Gloria  Hunt,  21 -year-old 
twin  daughters  of  John  Hunt,  manager  of 
the  Oriental  Theatre,  are  expected  back 
in  town  December  2.  The  girls  have  been 
working  with  Ringling  Bros,  circus  and 
finished  the  season  at  Sarasota,  Fla.,  last 
Monday.  Mrs.  Hunt  drove  down  to  Florida 
to  spend  ten  days  with  her  daughters,  and 
the  trio  will  motor  back  to  Chicago. 

Maury  Rubens  of  Publix-Great  States 
announces  that  stage  shows  in  Joliet  are 
being  eliminated  because  of  that  city’s 
proximity  to  Chicago.  Seems  that  the 
people  in  Joliet  don’t  mind  traveling  the 
40  miles  to  Chicago  to  see  “in  person’’  en- 
tertainment. “The  Man  Who  Came  to 
Dinner’’  and  “The  Male  Animal’’  will  play 
the  following  cities  in  Publix-Great  States 
houses:  Peoria,  Springfield,  Decatur,  Dan- 
ville and  Quincy. 

National  Screen  held  divisional  sales 
meeting  recently  regarding  Herman  Rob- 
bins drive.  Present  were:  Roy  Alexander 


and  Perc  Barr,  Chicago;  Arthur  Phillips, 
Illinois  salesman:  Herman  Booth  and  Abe 
Madison,  Indiana  and  Kentucky  salesmen 
respectively:  Johnny  Mednikow,  Milwau- 
kee, and  Duke  Hickey,  director  of  special 
service  and  promotion  for  Chicago  area. 
Duke  recently  sent  out  nifty  letters  to  ex- 
hibitors on  “North  West  Mounted  Police” 
and  “Dreaming  Out  Loud.” 

Eddie  Seguin  of  B&K  publicity  staff  is 
back  at  his  desk  following  a four-day 
honeymoon  trip  to  French  Lick,  Ind.  Bride 
is  Virginia  Murray  of  the  Madeleine  Wood 
staff  . . . Father  Frederic  T.  Manion  will 
hold  midnight  show  at  Avalon  Saturday 
night.  Proceeds  go  for  scholarships  to 
Mount  Carmel  High  School  to  be  awarded 
poor  youngsters  . . . Boys  on  Filmrow  glad 
to  see  Bob  Hawk  get  movie  break.  Bob,  who 
got  his  start  here  on  the  “Red  Hot  and 
Low  Dow7i’’  program  on  WAAF,  is  now  be- 
ing starred  in  the  new  Columbia  short, 
“Take  It  or  Leave  It,’’  which  is  based  on 
Hawk’s  radio  show  of  the  same  name. 

Essaness  now  getting  out  “Happiness 
and  Adventure”  booklets  to  be  used  for 
Christmas  gifts  by  patrons.  Booklets  can 
be  purchased  in  any  denomination  from 
$1.00  up  and  are  good  at  all  Essaness 
houses  . . . B&K,  of  course,  as  in  past  years, 
are  selling  their  “Happiness”  books  . . . 
Russell  Holman.  Paramount  production 
head,  arrived  last  Wednesday  on  Chicago 
& Northwestern’s  “City  of  Los  Angeles,” 
en  route  to  New  York  . . . Alderman  Paul 
Douglas  broke  tape  last  Tuesday  signify- 
ing start  of  official  ‘“Boom  Town”  cele- 
bration which  will  last  until  film  opens  at 
Frolic  Theatre  in  December.  All  neighbor- 
hood participating  in  celebration  which 
was  concocted  by  Ben  Cohen,  manager  of 
Frolic. 

Abram  Myers,  chief  counsel  for  National 
Allied,  may  arrive  in  Chicago,  Monday, 
November  25,  for  a meeting  with  Illinois 
Allied  members  at  the  Cojigress  Hotel  . . . 
Irving  Mack  announces  his  new  Christmas 
catalogue  of  holiday  trailers  is  now  off  the 
presses  . . . Walt  Disney  passed  through 
town  on  way  back  to  Hollywood  following 
New  York  premiere  of  “Faiitasia.”  Latter 
may  play  at  aii  Essaness  or  Joiies,  Linick 
and  Schaefer  house. 
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Long  Illness  Fatal  to 
lean  D,  Marks.  61 


^ISITORS:  Roy  E.  Harrold,  Princess, 
Rushville;  Joe  Schilling,  Auditorium, 
Connersville;  Trueman  Rembusch,  Ai’t- 
craft,  Franklin;  J.  N.  Dixon,  Flora,  Flora; 
Walter  F.  Easley,  Tree,  Greensburg;  A.  Mc- 
Carty, Roxy,  Pendleton;  E.  K,  Crouch, 
Palace,  Fairmount;  Sam  Neall,  Sipe,  Ko- 
komo; Mrs.  W.  J.  Haney,  Milan,  Milan; 
Mrs.  Ethel  Luckett,  Indiana,  Scottsburg; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Brauer,  Strand,  Paoli; 
K.  E.  Maurice,  Wabash,  Clinton;  J.  B. 
Stine,  Garfield,  Terre  Haute;  Art  Clark, 
Indiana,  Bloomington;  Harmon  Allison, 
Ritz,  Mooresville;  D.  G.  Steinkamp,  Eng- 
lish, English;  T.  N.  Luckett,  Dream,  French 
Lick;  Ferd  Nessel,  State,  Anderson;  Max 
Page,  State,  Greenfield;  J.  B.  Sconce, 
Playhouse,  Edinburg;  Wally  Furnas, 
Browny,  Brownsburg;  A1  Wingate,  Old 
Trails,  Mickleyville;  Mrs,  Nelle  Orr,  Speed- 
way, Speedway;  Harry  Van  Noy,  Para- 
mount, Anderson;  H.  H.  Johnson,  Madi- 
son, Madison;  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Ballard  Long, 
Hippodrome,  Sheridan;  Mrs.  H.  P.  Vonder- 
schmitt,  Diana,  Noblesville. 


thenon  at  Hammond,  a Warner  house,  is 
doubly  proud,  having  been  presented  re- 
cently with  twins. 

Al  Wingate,  manager  of  the  Old  Trails 
Theatre  in  Mickleyville,  had  a special  show 
for  the  safety  patrol  children  of  the  Wayne 
toivnship  schools  last  Thursday  morning 
. . . Claude  Allison,  at  the  Strand,  held  a 
food  show  for  the  needy  on  November  20 
which  was  sponsored  by  school  and  church 
groups  of  the  community  . . . Nearly  all 
the  neighborhood  theatres  will  hold  mati- 
nees on  Thanksgiving  Day  . . . Opal  Frank- 
lin, inspectress  at  RKO  for  several  years, 
died  last  Sunday  evening  after  a brief  ill- 
ness. Funeral  services  were  held  Tuesday 
in  Indianapolis  with  burial  at  Rushville. 

J.  R.  Wheeler,  former  manager  of  the 
Roxy  Theatre,  LaPorte,  Indiana,  for  the 
Indiana-Illinois  Theatre  circuit,  has  re- 
signed to  rejoin  the  Balaban  & Katz  cir- 
cuit for  whom  he  will  manage  the  Granada 
in  South  Bend. 


Indianapolis — Jean  D.  Marks,  veteran 
showman  and  vice-president  of  the  Charles 
M.  Olson  Enterprises,  Inc.,  died  Monday  at 
his  home  as  he  was  packing  to  leave  for 
Florida  for  the  winter.  He  was  61  years 
old  and  had  been  in  ill  health  for  several 
years. 

Marks  had  been  engaged  in  the  theatri- 
cal business  here  25  years  and  was  asso- 
ciated the  entire  time  with  Olson.  With 
Olson  he  operated  the  Lyric  and  Apollo, 
downtown  theatres,  and  the  Oriental, 
Strand,  Uptown  and  St.  Clair,  neighbor- 
hood houses. 

Born  in  Wabash,  Marks  for  a time  oper- 
ated a department  store  in  South  Bend 
before  he  entered  the  theatre  business 
here.  He  was  a member  of  the  local  Va- 
riety Club.  Funeral  services  were  held 
Wednesday  morning  in  the  Flanner  and 
Buchanan  mortuary  and  burial  was  held 
at  Wabash. 

Surviving  are  the  widow,  Mrs.  Bessie 
Loor  Marks  and  a niece,  Mrs.  Pauline  Mil- 
ler of  White  Plains,  New  York. 


Earl  Cunningham,  general  manager  of 
the  Fountain  Square  Theatres,  this  week 
ayinounced  new  Sunday  opening  times  for 
all  three  of  their  houses.  The  theatres  will 
open  at  12:45  p.  m.  and  the  show  will  start 
at  1 p.  771.  . . . Edith  Rogers  Dahl,  whose 
appeal  to  Spam’s  General  Fra7icisco 
Fra7ico  saved  her  America7i  husba7id’s  life, 
arrived  m Didianapolis  last  week  for  a 
week’s  e7igageme7it  07i  the  stage  at  the  Fox 
Theatre.  Her  husba7id,  Harold  "Whitey” 
Dahl  is  a for7ner  Butler  U7iiversity  stude7it. 

Ray  Hanson,  manager  of  the  Jefferson 
Theatre  at  Goshen,  one  of  the  Indiana- 
Illinois  theatres,  is  the  proud  father  of  a 
baby  daughter,  named  Susan  Mary  . . . 
Henry  Giertych,  manager  of  the  Par- 


The Cantor  Theatre  officers  each  year 
e7itertai7i  some  500  safety  patrol  boys  of 
Warre7i  Toimiship  as  a small  tokeri  of  the 
7nerit  these  youths  deserve  m protectmg 
Didianapolis  school  childre7i.  This  year’s 
party  was  held  at  the  Sherida7i  on  Tues- 
day. The  theatre’s  staff  do7iated  its  time 
and  effort  and  the  local  office  of  Para- 
mount do7iated  a feature  and  comedy.  Ac- 
companying the  boys  were  members  of  the 
Warre7i  Tow7iship  Safety  Board. 

First  returns  in  the  Strand  Theatre’s 
“Ten  Best  Pictures”  poll  indicated  prefer- 
ence runs  to  adventure  epics  and  biog- 
raphies. According  to  Claude  Allison, 
manager,  leading  all  pictures’  names  are 
“The  Great  Ziegfeld,”  “Gunga  Din”  and 
“Stanley  and  Livingstone.” 


Heart  Attack  Fatal 

St.  Louis — Edwin  A.  Kieselhorst,  presi- 
dent of  the  old  Kieselhorst  Piano  Co.,  died 
November  11  of  a heart  attack  as  he  was 
leaving  the  home  of  a friend  where  he 
had  been  to  dinner.  He  was  65  years  old. 
For  a time  Kieselhorst  was  interested  in 
the  Shady  Oak  Theatre  in  Clayton,  Mo., 
and  the  Normandy  in  Normandy,  Mo. 


No  Politics 

Petersburg,  Ind. — A laugh  was  handed 
patrons  of  Anna  Mitchell’s  Lincoln  Thea- 
tre here  when,  above  pro-Willkie  banners 
bedecking  the  marquee  on  the  occasion  of 
a Republican  rally,  was  advertising  paper 
announcing  the  current  offering,  ‘"rhe 
Golden  Fleecing.” 


ANY  NEWS  TODAY? 

Planning  a new  theatre?  Remodeling?  Being  promoted?  Gettmg  married?  Got  a new  baby  (infant)?  Buy- 
ing new  equipment?  Been  elected  mayor?  Son  or  daughter  graduating?  Proud  of  a new  exploitation  stu7it? 
Hired  a new  staff  member?  Solved  a knotty  problem? 

Then  Tell  It  To  BOXOFFICE 

BOXOFnCE. 

4804  E.  Ninth  St.. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


NAME 


THEATRE 


LOCATION 
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Kansas  Independents  Allied  Committee  Will  Keep 
Ponder  Organization  Watch  on  Company  Policies 


Abilene,  Kas. — What  it  lacked  in  at- 
tendance was  made  up  in  enthusiasm  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Kansas  Inde- 
pendent Theatres  Ass’n  here  November  14. 
After  screening  Paramount’s  “Arise  My 
Love”  at  the  Plaza,  the  members  held  a 
short  business  meeting,  and  then  ad- 
journed for  the  banquet  and  dance  in  the 
evening. 

Membership  provided  the  main  topic  of 
discussion  at  the  business  session,  along 
with  problems  of  organization.  It  was  de- 
cided to  have  three  short  regional  meet- 
ings early  in  December — at  Topeka,  In- 
dependence, and  one  other  tovm,  proba- 
bly Pratt.  Object  of  the  meetings  is  to 
increase  membership  before  the  legisla- 
ture meets  in  January. 

Temporary  officers  will  continue  to 
serve  until  a state-wide  meeting  next 
February  or  March.  These  officers  are 
Homer  F.  Strowig,  Abilene,  president; 
Merl  Swank,  Nova,  Stockton,  vice-presi- 
dent; Ralph  Lamed,  Paramount,  La  Crosse, 
secretary,  and  Mrs.  Kate  Blair,  Blair, 
Belleville,  treasurer.  Directors  are  J.  E. 
Pennington,  Cozy,  Topeka;  Warren  Weber, 
Pix,  St.  John;  Roy  Culley,  Pastime,  Medi- 
cine Lodge,  and  Ralph  Winship,  Majestic, 
Phillipsburg. 

Members  whole  heartedly  endorsed  co- 
operation with  the  Kansas-Missouri  The- 
atres Ass’n,  of  which  most  of  them  also 
are  members.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the 
KIT  group  was  organized  in  order  to  get 
smaller  town  representation  and  consider 
problems  particular  to  such  situations. 

Those  attending  the  meeting  included: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strowig;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lamed;  Cle  Bratton,  Council  Grove;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pennington,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  War- 
ren Weber,  Pix,  St.  John;  A.  J.  Simmons, 
Plaza,  Burlington;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  C. 
Musgrave,  Minneapolis;  R.  R.  Biechele, 
Osage,  Kansas  City,  Kas.;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Nescher,  Rio,  Valley  Palls;  Simon 
Galitzki,  Co-ed,  Topeka;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Don  Phillips,  Colby,  Kas.;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Winship,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Musselman, 
Lincoln;  Mr.  Swank,  Ercil  Armold,  Chap- 
man, Chapman,  Kas.;  C.  B.  Kelly,  Wa- 
keeny,  Kas.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andy  Heyl, 
Junction  City,  and  Ray  Winch,  Wakefield. 


Minnesota  State  Attorney 
Coniines  Sabbath  Laws 

Minneapolis — State  Attorney  J.  A.  A. 
Burnquist  has  ruled  that  pool  playing 
and  bowling  on  Sunday  are  not  violations 
of  the  Sabbath  observance  law.  The  opin- 
ion was  given  to  Andrew  Pinstuen,  Ken- 
yon City  attorney. 

Burnquist  pointed  out  that  the  statutes 
prohibit  only  horse  racing,  gaming  and 
carnival  shows,  while  the  prohibition 
against  hunting,  shooting,  fishing  and 
participation  in  other  public  sports  was 
eliminated  by  a law  enacted  in  1935. 

Sunday  shows,  theatrical  performances 
and  football  and  baseball  are  all  legal  in 
Minnesota. 


Signs  for  RCA  Service 

Avoca,  Ia. — Howard  E.  Brookings,  who 
recently  acquired  the  Harris  here,  has 
signed  for  RCA  service  and  a Photophone 
sound  system.  Brookings  previously  oper- 
ated the  Foothill  at  Glendora,  Cal. 


Between-Holidays  Drive 
For  Balaban  Anniversary 

Des  Moines — G.  Ralph  Branton,  gen- 
eral manager  for  Tri-States  Theatre  Corp., 
last  week  announced  the  circuit’s  Thanks- 
giving-to-Christmas  Drive  honoring  Barney 
Balaban’s  fifth  anniversary  as  president 
of  Paramount  Pictures. 

Drive  prizes  will  be  trips  to  Paramount 
executives’  banquet  in  Chicago,  January 
23,  for  Balaban.  Winners  will  be: 

( 1 ) The  manager  of  the  A-house  and 
of  the  B-house  who  show  the  greatest 
boxoffice  improvement  over  the  same 
period  in  1939  with  the  greatest  economy 
in  controllable  expense. 

(2)  The  two  district  managers  whose 
territories  make  the  best  showing  during 
the  drive. 

Judges  of  the  contest  will  be  A.  H. 
Blank,  L.  McKechneay  and  G.  Ralph 
Branton. 

While  no  tips  or  campaign  ideas  are 
being  offered  by  the  management  and  no 
weekly  standings  are  to  be  given  out,  the 
executive  staff  is  cooperating  by  promis- 
ing every  district  manager  that  during 
the  drive  he  will  not  have  to  play  any 
attraction  he  does  not  want  to  show. 

Prior  to  the  Balaban  dinner,  all  Tri- 
States  managers  making  an  outstanding 
showing  during  the  drive  will  be  honored 
at  a dinner  in  Des  Moines.  This  is  to 
serve  as  a send-off  for  those  making  the 
trip  to  Chicago. 


Bill  Elson  Takes  Over 
Alvin  in  Minny  Loop 

Minneapolis — Bill  Elson,  who  took  over 
the  Palace  when  his  Seventh  Street  The- 
atre was  razed  to  make  way  for  store 
and  garage  buildings,  will  move  from  the 
former  house  to  the  Alvin,  installing  the 
same  15  cent  subsequent-run  film  policy. 

The  opportunity  to  return  to  the  heart 
of  the  loop,  a block  and  a half  from  the 
Seventh  Street,  where  he  formerly  held 
forth,  was  afforded  Elson  when  Harry 
Hirsch  and  Harry  Katz  decided  to  relin- 
quish the  Alvin  after  their  operations  of 
approximately  two  months. 

Hirsch  and  Katz  tried  a policy  of  stage 
shows  plus  independent  feature  pictures  at 
the  Alvin.  After  two  weeks  of  modified 
burlesque  they  went  to  vaudeville,  retain- 
ing, however,  a line  of  girls  for  produc- 
tion numbers.  However,  neither  the  bur- 
lesque nor  the  vaudeville  attracted  profit- 
able patronage. 

Elson  regards  the  Alvin  as  a much  more 
desirable  location  than  the  Palace  which 
is  in  the  lower  loop,  or  Gateway,  district. 
The  future  of  the  Palace  is  unknown. 
Hirsch  and  Katz,  who  have  presented  bur- 
lesque in  Minneapolis  for  many  years,  have 
not  announced  their  plans  yet. 


Show  Danish  Film 

Des  Moines — Showing  of  a Danish  mo- 
tion picture  at  the  Avalon  Theatre  here 
was  sponsored  Tuesday  night  by  the  Dan- 
ish Brotherhood.  A scenic  color  picture 
also  was  shown. 


Stoloff  to  Direct  "Heroes" 

Hollywood  — Ben  Stoloff  will  direct 
“Stuff  of  Heroes”  for  Warner  Bros. 


Minneapolis — The  newly  created  film 
problems  committee  of  Northwest  Allied 
will  watch  film  company  policies  and  will 
protest  any  actions  which  they  deem 
harmful  or  unfair  to  independent  exhibi- 
tors, it’s  announced  by  Fred  Strom,  exec- 
utive secretary. 

Sol  Lebedoff,  treasurer  and  executive 
committee  member,  is  chairman  of  the  new 
committee  and  Paul  Mans,  local  exhibitor, 
is  a member.  A third  member  will  be 
appointed,  Andy  Anderson  of  Detroit  Lakes 
having  declined  the  appointment. 

“The  committee  is  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  speak  for  Northwest  Allied  as 
an  organization,  but  not  for  any  mem- 
ber individually,  in  seeking  to  correct  trade 
practice  evils,  as  well  as  to  represent  the 
body  in  controversies,”  explains  Strom. 

Among  the  matters  which  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee,  Strom  said,  are 
film  rentals,  clearance  and  zoning,  prefer- 
red playing  time,  pre-release  policies,  ad- 
mission increases  for  special  films,  per- 
centage pictures,  etc. 

It  is  expected  that  one  of  the  first 
things  which  the  committee  will  try  to 
work  out  with  the  distributors  is  film  prices 
generally.  Northwest  Allied  insists  that  in- 
dependents in  this  territory  must  have 
picture  rental  reductions  if  they  are  to 
continue  in  business,  Strom  points  out. 


"North  West  Mounted"  Lets 
Minny  State  Up  Prices 

Minneapolis — The  State  for  the  second 
time  in  recent  years  has  boosted  its  prices 
for  a picture,  “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice,” tilting  from  44  to  55  cents  top.  It 
is  doing  smash  business. 

“Boom  Time”  was  the  other  recent  pic- 
ture which  went  from  44  cents,  the  regu- 
lar State  scale,  to  55  cents.  It  also  clicked 
splendidly  at  the  boxoffice,  running  an 
entire  month — two  weeks  at  the  State 
and  a similar  period  at  the  Century. 

The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  had  a 
gala  premiere  for  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  on  Thursday  night,  ending  the 
“Third  Finger,  Left  Hand”  run  at  this 
theatre  Thursday  afternoon.  The  event, 
heavily  advertised  and  exploited,  was  made 
important  by  various  ceremonies  and  the 
use  of  Klieg  lights  in  front  of  the  show- 
house. 


Ottumwa  Theatre  Corp, 
Plans  New  575-Seater 

Ottumwa.  Ia. — The  Ottumwa  Theatre 
Corp.  is  planning  to  open  a new  theatre 
here  early  next  year. 

Excavation  for  the  building  on  Church 
Street  in  the  south  part  of  the  city  al- 
ready has  been  completed  and  construc- 
tion started.  The  house  will  seat  575,  all 
on  one  floor,  will  have  a glass  and  glazed 
tile  front  and  will  be  air-conditioned. 

Wetherell  & Harrison,  Des  Moines  ar- 
chitects, designed  the  structure. 

The  Ottumwa  Theatre  Corp.  operates 
the  Ottumwa,  Capitol,  Rialto  and  Strand 
theatres  here  in  conjunction  with  Tri- 
States  interests.  Cliff  Braun  is  president 
of  the  firm,  Jake  Cohen  secretary,  and 
L.  McKechneay  treasurer. 
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"Floating"  a River  Boat — 

Biggest  show  of  the  Southwest  every  year  is  the  American  Royal  Live  Stock 
and  Horse  Shoiv,  held  in  Kansas  City  each  November.  This  year  was  no  ex- 
ception. In  the  big  parade,  which  tens  of  thousands  witnessed  in  spite  of  bad 
iveather,  the  Variety  Club  float  shown  above,  was  conspicuous.  More  film 
flavor  was  added  by  the  appearance  of  Leo  Carrillo  and  Linda  Darnell.  The 
two  stars  participated  in  some  of  the  Royal  activities. 


^HE  Twin  City  Variety  Club’s  annual 
election  of  officers,  postponed  from  No- 
vember 11  because  the  blizzard  that  night 
prevented  the  attendance  of  many  mem- 
bers. will  be  held  November  25  at  a din- 
ner meeting.  If  Chief  Barker  Ben  Blotcky 
will  accept,  it’s  a virtual  certainty  he’ll 
be  re-elected.  However,  several  changes 
in  the  board  of  directors  are  predicted. 
Getting  back  to  the  storm,  fully  25  club 
members  were  marooned  in  the  quarters 
that  night  because  the  snow  and  wind 
paralyzed  all  traffic,  including  street  cars, 
taxicabs  and  busses. 

Billy  Elson  of  the  Palace  had  in  tow 
this  week  his  good  friend.  Joe  E.  Marks, 
veteran  big-time  vaudeville  headliner. 
Marks  was  in  town  with  the  stage  play 
hit.  “The  Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner,” 
at  the  Lyceum  . . . Moe  Levy,  20th-Fox 
district  manager,  had  a difficult  time  in 
getting  to  Los  Angeles  to  start  his  tour 

Hell  Know  Company 
Procedure 

Lincoln — Film  gang  here  is  ribbing 
Harry  Shumow,  the  M-G-M  exchange 
manager,  about  his  subtle  approach  to 
an  opposition  attorney,  via  his  company's 
casting  department. 

When  Metro's  "Men  of  Boys  Town" 
company  came  to  Omaha,  three  people 
were  selected  to  double  for  Mary  Nash, 
Henry  O'Neill,  and  Bobs  Watson  in  the 
long  shots.  Tagged  for  the  job  of  stand- 
ing in  for  O'Neill  was  Gerald  F.  Nye, 
Omaha  Filmrow  attorney. 

And  with  Nye  fronting  for  Frank  E. 
Hollingsworth,  Beatrice,  Neb.,  exhibitor, 
who  is  suing  M-G-M  and  others  for 
$234,000  in  federal  court,  claiming  they, 
in  collusion,  have  ruined  his  business  by 
restraint  of  trade.  Harry  is  professing 
not  to  know  what  his  right  hand  was 
doing,  while  the  left  was  busy. 


of  the  country  as  S.  R.  Kent  drive  leader. 
Storjns  and  their  aftermaths  delayed  his 
trip. 

The  sympathy  of  all  the  boys  goes  out 
to  the  popular  George  Granstrom,  St.  Paul 
independent  circuit  operator,  because  his 
wife  was  seriously  injured  in  an  automo- 
bile accident  near  Miller,  S.  D.  Mrs. 
Granstrom  was  riding  with  another  wom- 
an who  was  driving  and  the  car  turned 
completely  over  in  loose  gravel  and  right- 
ed itself.  She  sustained  a broken  leg,  hip 
and  arm  and  now  is  in  the  Miller,  S.  D., 
hospital.  Her  condition  is  reported  as  fair. 

Last  week’s  blizzard  played  havoc  with 
the  film  salesmen.  A number  of  them 
were  stranded  for  as  many  as  three  days. 
The  storm  kept  the  Universal  bunch  at 
home  for  that  length  of  time,  highways 
being  impassable.  Ruth  Sheppard  of  the 
RKO  office  staff  was  snowbound  for  ttoo 
days  at  her  Lake  Minnetonka  home. 
Kenny  Gaines,  Warner  shipping  clerk,  was 
marooned  at  Rerner,  Minn.,  150  miles  from 
Minneapolis,  where  he  had  gone  huntmg, 
for  an  entire  week.  Al  Aved  and  Don 
Conley,  Columbia  salesmen,  were  snow- 
bound. too — the  former  near  Cologne, 
Minn.,  and  the  latter  just  outside  of  St. 
Cloud.  Minn.  H.  B.  Johnson,  Universal 
city  salesman,  had  considerable  of  a scare. 
His  son,  H.  B.  jr.,  ivas  hunting  at  Gull 
Lake.  Minn.,  and  was  caught  in  the  storm. 
He  and  others  of  his  party,  however,  man- 
aged to  reach  a cabin  where  they  re- 
mained for  two  days.  Harold  managed  to 
contact  the  boys  by  short  wave  radio 
after  many  anxious  minutes. 

Joe  Podoloff,  20th-Fox  branch  mana- 
ger, is  anxiously  awaiting  the  print  of 
“Tin  Pan  Alley”  after  the  many  glowing 
reports  regarding  it  . . . “Nickey”  Gold- 
hammer,  RKO  district  manager,  visited 
his  Des  Moines  branch  . . . “Hy”  Chap- 
man of  Columbia  will  hold  an  invitation 
screening  of  “Arizona”  at  the  St.  Louis 
Park  Theatre  November  25  . . . Joe  Wolf, 
Paramount  city  salesman,  is  planning  a 
trip  around  the  holidays  to  celebrate  his 
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Des  Moines — Joe  Kinsky,  one-third  of 
the  Tri-States  Theatres’  district  managers, 
is  crossing  his  fingers  these  days  before 
he  crosses  the  street. 

He’s  looking  before  leaping,  carrying  a 
buckeye  and  has  rubbed  all  the  fur  off 
his  rabbit’s  foot.  Here’s  why: 

Evert  Cummings,  another  third  of  the 
Tri-States  district  managers,  started  the 
run  on  Lady  Luck’s  favors.  Cummings 
turned  over  in  his  car  a few  weeks  ago, 
escaping  with  a smashed  machine  and  an 
assortment  of  plain  and  fancy  bruises. 

A fortnight  ago.  Art  Stolte,  another 
third  of  the  Tri-States  managers,  was 
crossing  the  street  to  the  circuit’s  east 
side  DM  house,  the  Iowa,  when  a car 
nudged  him.  Art  sailed  into  the  air  and 
skidded  all  the  way  across  the  avenue  and 
into  some  parked  cars. 

The  around  end  (Art’s)  play  didn’t  even 
break  Stolte’s  glasses,  but  it  put  a defi- 
nite bruise  on  his  unprotected  noggin  and 
he’s  been  cropping  up  with  a new  limp 
every  day  since. 

Consequently,  Kinsky,  as  the  only  un- 
damaged third  among  the  Tri-States  dis- 
trict managers,  isn’t  simply  on  the  spot. 
He  IS  the  spot. 

Joe  figures  he’s  the  original  accident 
looking  for  some  place  to  happen. 


Printers  View  Film 

Des  Moines — The  manufacture  of  print- 
ing inks  and  their  correct  use  in  press 
rooms  was  demonstrated  in  two  Techni- 
color sound  films  shown  before  the  Des 
Moines  Club  of  Printing  House  Craftsmen 
at  Hotel  Kirkwood  Thursday  evening, 
November  14. 


"Lady  Be  Good"  to  Metro 

Hollywood — “Lady  Be  Good,”  musical 
comedy  by  George  Gershwin,  has  been 
purchased  by  M-G-M.  Eleanor  Powell, 
Ann  Sothern  and  Tony  Martin  will  be 
featured. 


recent  victory  in  a sales  contest. 

F.  C.  Hensler,  M-G-M  branch  mana- 
ger in  Kansas  City,  is  here  pinchhitting 
for  W.  H.  Workman,  manager  of  the  local 
branch,  who  is  recuperating  from  an  ill- 
ness. Workman  expects  to  be  back  on 
the  job  within  a fortnight  . . . Ernie  Hill, 
Warner  salesman,  reports  that  he  saw 
hundreds  of  ducks  and  geese  frozen  into 
Detroit  Lake  after  the  big  storm  last  week. 
It  was  impossible  to  reach  the  game. 

Rud  Lohrenz,  Warner  district  manager, 
a visitor  . . . George  McCall,  CBS  radio 
film  columnist  in  Hollywood,  here  last 
week,  appearing  in  person  at  the  Alvin 
. . . Gertrude  Weber,  former  member  of 
the  Warner  office  staff,  became  the  moth- 
er of  a seven-pound  boy  in  Swedish  Hos- 
pital here  during  the  big  storm  Monday 
night,  November  11  . . . Harry  Anderson, 
Warner  assistant  cashier,  back  on  the  job 
again  after  a ten-day  illness  . . . Film 
Bowling  League  going  full  tilt  again  with 
the  boys  as  enthusiastic  as  they  were  last 
season  . . . Many  of  the  bunch  took  in 
the  Minnesota-Wisconsin  football  game  at 
Madison,  Wis.,  today.  Among  them,  of 
course,  was  Abe  Kaplan,  who  scarcely  ever 
misses  an  out-of-town  contest  and,  of 
course,  is  always  present  at  the  home  tilts. 
It  wound  up  the  season  for  the  Gophers 
and,  regardless  of  the  result,  they  are  the 
Big  10  Conference  Champions. 
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Minneapolis  Blizzard 
Costly  to  the  Trade 


Minneapolis — One  of  the  worst  blizzards 
ever  to  hit  this  territory  has  cost  the 
industry  thousands  of  dollars.  A consid- 
erable number  of  theatres  closed  down  en- 
tirely during  the  storm  and  for  a day  more 
or  longer.  Those  houses  which  continued 
to  operate  played  to  almost  empty  seats. 
Twin  City  de  luxe  neighborhood  theatres 
grossed  as  little  as  $9  on  the  night  of 
the  blizzard  and  not  much  more  the  next 
evening. 

In  the  Twin  Cities  the  storm  paralyzed 
all  forms  of  transportation,  including 
street  cars,  taxicabs  and  buses.  Highways 
and  streets  were  impassable  for  days.  Con- 
ditions even  precluded  the  use  of  privately 
owned  automobiles.  An  entire  week  ensued 
before  transportation  service  was  normal. 

On  Monday,  the  night  of  the  blizzard, 
thousands  of  Minneapolis  workers  were 
marooned  downtown  or  at  their  places  of 
work,  unable  to  get  home.  Hotels  were 
filled  to  capacity.  The  Alvin  Theatre,  in 
order  to  get  an  audience  Monday  night, 
invited  300  people  marooned  in  the  union 
bus  depot  across  the  street,  to  attend 
the  show  as  its  guests.  The  next  night's 
performances  were  called  off  entirely. 

Film  companies  missed  out  on  many  de- 
liveries and  numerous  salesmen  were 
snowbound  or  unable  to  get  out  of  Min- 
neapolis to  make  the  rounds  of  their  ter- 
ritories. 


Wally  Johnson  Opens  New 
Vogue  in  Friend.  Neb. 

Friend,  Neb. — Nebraska’s  theatre  popu- 
lation was  increased  by  one  last  week 
when  the  New  Vogue,  a 252-seat  house 
owned  by  Wally  Johnson  was  opened.  It 
was  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  Plaza, 
owned  by  Johnson,  which  burned  last  May. 

Ceremonies  included  talks  by  Mayor 
Calkins,  Gus  Marishka  of  Dorchester,  the 
architect,  and  Barney  Oldfield,  Sunday 
Journal  and  Star  motion  picture  editor  of 
Lincoln. 

Introduced  also  were  Otto  Siegel  and 
Bill  Flynn  of  the  Omaha  Universal  ex- 
change: Ike  Rubin  of  Paramount,  and 
Leon  Mendelson,  Warner. 


Several  Films  Showing 
Holdover  Strength 

Minneapolis — Even  though  boxoffices 
have  been  handicapped  by  a bad  weather 
break  and  the  imminence  of  Christmas, 
plus  generally  adverse  business  conditions 
hereabouts,  many  pictures  are  proving 
strong  enough  to  holdover  for  two  or 
more  weeks. 

In  the  past  fortnight,  there  have  been 
no  less  than  five  such  holdovers.  They 
are  “Third  Finger,  Left  Hand,”  “City  for 
Conquest,”  “Secrets  of  a Model,”  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  and  “Spring 
Parade.” 


His  First  Pheasant 

Omaha — Charles  Lieb,  M-G-M  salesman, 
ate  pheasant  for  the  first  time  in  his  life 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wolcott,  exhibi- 
tors at  Davenport,  Neb.,  on  their  35th  wed- 
ding anniversary. 


QOMMONWEALTH  has  renewed  the 
lease  on  the  Calvin  at  Washington, 
Mo.,  from  the  owner,  J.  L.  Calvin.  Re- 
newal was  for  five  years. 

Nick  Kotsis  was  on  the  Row  this  week 
and  reported  that  remodeling  work  on 
the  Oswego,  Oswego,  Kas.,  was  coming 
along  nicely.  The  job  is  an  ambitious 
one.  Nick  operates  it  with  Sol  Ba?ik. 

The  Ideal  at  Halstead,  Kas.,  is  getting 
a new  coat  of  paint  . . . Homer  Ellison, 
who  used  to  manage  the  State  at  Garden 
City,  Kas.,  will  handle  the  new  Vogue  at 
Orlando,  Fla.,  which  Gus  Diamond  will 
open  Christmas  day. 

J.  Earl  Hayes,  manager  of  the  Fox  Ken- 
nedy at  Kirksville,  Mo.,  was  severely  in- 
jured in  an  automobile  accident  recently 
near  Brookfield,  Mo. 

Miss  Kitty  Kelly  is  the  name  of  the 
new  girl  on  the  switchboard  at  National 
Screen  Service  . . . Theresa  Baker  is  be- 
ing married  in  a couple  of  weeks  and 
going  to  California. 

Mack  McElwee  has  taken  over  the  Gem 
at  Richland,  Mo.,  from  Royal  Cowger  . . . 
Joe  Redmond,  manager  of  the  Fox  Esquire, 
spent  a ten-day  vacation  in  Chicago. 

Jack  Scott,  manager  of  the  Paramount, 
Joplin,  was  operated  on  for  appendicitis 
at  Bell  Memorial  the  other  day.  He’s  the 
son  of  Ward  Scott,  20th-Fox  district 
manager  . . . Frank  Cassil  of  the  Rialto, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  held  a barbecue  at  the 
Hoof  & Horn,  St.  Joseph,  last  week.  Sev- 
eral of  the  boys  from  here  went  up. 


Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,-  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 
1820  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  HA.  7472 

Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

liansas  City,  Mo.  Okla 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


They’re  revising  the  real  estate  and  per- 
sonal property  tax  system  out  in  Kan- 
sas, making  it  more  scientific,  and  will 
present  the  idea  to  the  legislature  in 
January.  It  doesn’t  mean  tax  relief — just 
better  administration  and  application  of 
the  system. 

Harry  Duncan,  who  used  to  manage 
Fairyland  park,  has  suggested  to  the  city 
council  it  set  aside  15  acres  in  Swope 
park  for  amusement  rides.  Cost  to  the 
city  would  be  around  $30,000.  Competi- 
tion with  exhibitors  is  unestimated. 

In  toivn:  Shirley  Booth,  Booth,  Rich  Hill, 
Mo.;  M.  J.  Aley,  Princess,  Eureka,  Kas.; 
Glen  Newbold,  Temple,  Yates  Center,  Kas. 
. . . Missouri  Theatre  Supply  has  sold  a 
new  screen  to  M.  J.  Aley,  Princess,  Eu- 
reka, Kas.,  ajid  lamps  to  Abe  Baier,  Lind- 
bergh, Kansas  City. 

Marge  Schwinhorst  of  Warner  Bros,  now 
is  Mrs.  John  L.  White  . . . The  Warner- 
ettes,  hot-shot  bov/ling  teams  organized  by 
the  girls  at  WB  and  bowling  Thursday 
nights  at  Tierney-Wheat,  are  really  doing 
a job.  Frank  Norris  and  Chet  Borg  of  the 
booking  department  joined  them  last 
week,  and  expect  to  continue.  Jean  Fiske, 
whose  average  is  90,  did  five  out  of  six 
games  last  week  over  100,  with  a top  of  140 
— the  slicker. 


Teamed  on  DeMille  Feature 

Hollywood — Charles  Bennett  and  Alan 
Le  May  are  teamed  on  the  script  of  “Reap 
the  Wild  Wind”  for  C.  B.  DeMille  at  Para- 
mount. 


K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  I8th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Casail,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 


SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L,  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone;  Hlland  2694 


FILM  LABORATORIES 


MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

—A  HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR^' 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES  EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 
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gOXOFFICE  salute:  To  Wally  Johnson, 
who  had  enough  faith  in  the  future  of 
the  film  business  in  his  town  (Friend, 
Neb.),  to  sink  a wad  in  a new  theatre, 
which,  by  contest,  was  named  the  Vogue. 
It  opened  November  14  ...  If  the  drug- 
stores can  do  it,  why  not  us,  said  W.  C. 
“Lew”  Lewellen  this  week.  Result  is  the 
Nebraska  now  has  book  night  on  Mon- 
days, country  store  on  Thursdays,  always 
a double  feature,  and  six  or  seven  screen 
ads,  “Next  week,”  says  he,  “we’ll  have  a 
soda  fountain,  if  we  can  figure  a way  to 
keep  the  plumbing  from  freezing,” 

Letters  in  the  mail:  From  Fay  Honey, 
Tecumseh;  B.  M.  Montee,  Beatrice;  Ted 
Kempkes  and  Jimmy  Redmond,  in  Fair- 
bury,  all  saying  they  were  joining  the 
Sunday  Journal  and  Star’s  ten  best  film 
selection  contest  this  year  . . . From  R.  E. 
Falkinburg,  Lexington,  who  said  he 
icouldn’t  because  his  town  won’t  go  for  a 
contest  . . . From  Bob  Taplinger,  Warner 
Bros.,  praying  that  a photo  of  Claude 
Rains  dandling  some  young  thing  by  the 
pigtails,  be  not  used  in  the  papers.  Was 
sent  out  by  mistake,  he  claimed  . . . From 
a fellow  named  J.  J.  Filip  in  Western, 
Neb.,  who  saw  his  first  talking  picture. 
Said  they  were  all  right,  but  should  be 
taken  in  small  doses.  He  previously  saw 
a movie  in  1920, 

Motto,  not  exactly  original,  of  Vincent 
DiFiore:  “Through  these  (Lincoln  Thea- 
tres Corp,)  boxoffice  portals,  pass  the  most 
beautiful  girls  at  the  University  of  Ne- 
braska,” He  denies  the  next  pass  is  up 
to  him.  No  kidding,  the  gals  he  picks 
make  it  a pleasure  to  spend  money. 

These  guys  and  Boxoffice  met  in  Friend, 
Neb.,  for  Johnson’s  opening:  Universal 


in  Style  and  Comfort 

That's  the  thought  that  ts  always  uppe^ 
most  in  the  min«ls  of  those  w^ho  attend 
you  at  Hotel  Fonienrile.  In  keeping  with 
this  policy,  the  nianagt-ment  is  constantly 
adding  new  features  for  your  comfort 
and  convenience  The  Amber  Room  Cof- 
fee Shop,  the  King  Cole  Room,  and  the 
Black  Mirror- Bombay  Room  invite  you. 

HOTEL 

FONTENEllI 


couldn’t  send  Deanna  Durbin,  so  Otto 
Siegel  and  Bill  Flynn  of  the  Omaha  ex- 
change, attended.  Otto  even  tried  to 
create  the  illusion  by  singing  to  a Colum- 
bia “Community  Sing”  short  . . . Ike  Ru- 
bin of  Paramount.  He  cried  in  his  soup 
at  Wally’s  restaurant  over  the  discovery  of 
oil  in  the  richest  part  of  Nebraska,  while 
his  sandhill  string  was  still  unsold  and 
had  gone  Republican.  Then  there  was 
Leon  Mendelson,  the  happiest  man  of  the 
lot.  It  was  one  of  his  pictures  which 
opened  the  new  house — that  one  they  pre- 
miered in  South  Bend,  Ind.,  in  which  most 
people  took  a look  at  the  star  and  would 
bet  five  to  one  it  wasn’t  Pat  O’Brien.  No 
use  springing  the  title,  because  it’s  played 
almost  everywhere  already. 

Faces  in  the  grandstand;  During  the 
Iowa  game,  George  and  Inna  Monroe 
were  comfortably  seated  out  of  the  rain, 
and  announced  they  had  left  Maynard 
Nelson  behind  to  run  the  Kearney  situ- 
ation while  they  were  gone  , , , It’s  a lie! 
Don  Monroe  denies  that  when  the  ma- 
chine in  the  projection  room  at  the 
Colonial  went  on  the  blink  for  20  min- 
utes, that  he  sent  the  doorman  up  to  the 
booth  to  see  if  one  of  the  bullets  in  a 
Tex  Ritter  picture  had  ricocheted  and 
beaned  the  operator. 

According  to  the  newsreels,  Nebraska 
has  seceded  from  the  union.  Willkie’s 
plea  for  national  unity  gets  four  times 
the  hand  in  the  newsreels  as  that  ac- 
corded the  President  on  his. 

Elmer  J.  Tilton  Building 
Unit  in  South  Ottumwa 

Ottumwa,  Ia. — Construction  of  a mod- 
ern $35,000  theatre  is  under  way  in 
South  Ottumwa  for  Elmer  J,  Tilton, 
former  distributor  of  Republic  films  in 
Des  Moines,  The  brick,  concrete  and  steel 
building  will  be  semi-fireproof  and  will 
accommodate  about  600  persons. 

Despite  the  announcement  Tilton  will 
operate  the  theatre,  the  report  that  he 
eventually  may  join  the  Warner  organiza- 
tion persists  in  Iowa  film  circles.  One  ru- 
mor holds  the  new  Ottumwa  house  already 
has  been  purchased  by  Tri-States,  al- 
though that  has  not  been  confirmed. 


Dorothy  Stone  Gets  Mono  Lead 

Hollywood— Dorothy  Stone  has  been 
signed  for  the  lead  in  “Trail  of  the  Silver 
Spurs,”  a George  Weeks  production  for 
Monogram, 


ONLY  A 3 -MINUTE  WALK 
TO  any’ or  MY  CUSTOMERS 
FROM  THE  CONTINENTAL 
-IT'S  SO  CENTRAL 


HOTEL 

'Inthi 


mmiNTm 


h£<Vlto^  KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


R,  E.  Conrad  Readying 
New  Roxy  in  Wichita 


Wichita,  Kas. — R,  E,  Conrad,  formerly 
an  exhibitor  at  Burlingame,  Kas„  is  ready- 
ing a new  theatre,  the  Roxy,  at  121  West 
Douglas,  here.  It  will  seat  500  and  show 
double  bills  at  10  and  15  cents.  Conrad 
has  contracted  with  Missouri  Theatre  Sup- 
ply, Kansas  City,  for  new  e(3uipment. 


It's  a Game 

Minneapolis — While  theatre  grosses  are 
slumping  there’s  apparently  no  dearth  of 
funds  for  entertainment.  The  Minnesota- 
Michigan  football  game,  for  example,  was 
a sellout  four  days  before  the  contest  and 
attracted  a record  crowd  of  63,800  at  $2,75 
a ticket.  Speculators  were  offering  and 
receiving  $35  for  a pair  of  tickets  the  day 
before  the  game.  The  previous  game 
here,  with  Iowa,  drew  62,900  and  more 
than  10,000  from  Minneapolis  and  St, 
Paul  traveled  to  Chicago  to  see  the  Minne- 
sota-Northwestern game  which  attracted  a 
48,000  capacity  crowd. 


Joins  National  Screen 

Minneapolis — Cyril  Lebedoff,  long  the 
manager  of  the  Homewood,  independent 
neighborhood  house  here  owned  by  his 
father,  Sol  Lebedoff,  has  resigned  to  ac- 
cept a position  with  National  Screen  in 
Kansas  City,  He  will  be  a member  of  the 
sales  staff, 

h ...  


Back  a Decade 


■ ’J 

Eldon,  Mo. — Celebrating  his  tenth  anni- 
versary as  operator  of  the  Ozark  here, 
Tom  Edwards  went  back  over  “the  hap- 
piest ten  years  of  my  life”  and  recalled 
the  highlights. 

“1934  . . . Marie  Dressier  . . . We  all 
hated  to  hear  that  Doug  and  Mary  Pick- 
ford  were  separating  . . . Harpo  Marx  just 
returned  from  Russia,  where  he  made  a 
big  hit  on  the  stage,  and  he  never  spoke 
one  word — neither  did  I in  Russia. 

“1935  . . . A1  Jolson’s  picture,  ‘Sonny 
Boy,’  made  more  money  than  any  other 
picture  ever  made  (that  was  before  ‘Gone 
With  the  Wind’)  . . . 1936  . . . You  don’t 
have  to  be  crazy  to  be  a showman,  but  it 
sure  helps  (still  good  in  1940)  . . . 1937 
. . . Collected  $48.62  for  Red  Cross  Relief 
for  the  neighboring  states  besieged  by 
floods.  (Now  in  1940  let’s  all  give  again 
for  the  Red  Cross  for  the  foreign  coun- 
tries, as  they  really  need  it,) 

“1937  , , . Jean  Harlow  died  . , , Back 
to  1934:  Bing  Crosby’s  new  picture,  ‘We’re 
Not  Dressing,’  is  not  a nudist  picture.  Jack 
Oakie  figured  out  that  if  all  the  clothing 
worn  by  the  68  Chorus  Girls  in  ‘Murder  at 
the  Vanities’  were  sewn  together  into  a 
single  garment  it  would  make  a nice  pair 
of  pants  for  Baby  Leroy  , . , 1937  again 
. , , I read  where  four  babies  were  born 
on  a Kentucky  State  Fair  Grounds,  Isn’t 
it  remarkable  what  people  will  do  to  get 
into  a place  without  paying  , , , The  Ozark 
played  the  W,  L.  S.  Barndance  bunch  from 
Chicago  , , , 1938  . , , A poem, 

I.,ee  Pope  has  a ilogr  named  Lady, 

He  raided  her  from  a pup; 

She  can  stand  on  her  hind  leffs 
If  l.ee  holds  her  front  leffs  up. 

“1938  , , , Be  there  a man  with  soul  so 
dead,  who  doesn’t  want  to  stay  in  bed? 

“It  has  been  fun,  hasn’t  it?” 
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Dave  Miller  Rose 
From  the  Ranks 


By  ELSIE  LOEB 

Cleveland — On  November  30,  Dave  Mil- 
ler, Universal  district  manager,  will  cele- 
brate the  20th  anniversary  of  his  associ- 
ation with  Universal.  All  offices  in  his 
district— Cleveland,  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati, 
Albany  and  Buffalo — will  join  in  a dem- 
onstration to  be  held  at  the  Hollenden 
Hotel. 

Miller  reached  his  present  post  with 
Universal  by  easy  stages,  starting  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder  as  a theatre  usher. 
Born  in  Cleveland,  he  attended  Brownell, 
Outhwaite  and  Central  High  schools.  He 
utilized  his  spare  time  as  an  usher  and 
brass  polisher  at  the  Globe,  then  operated 
by  Harold  Edel,  who  later  became  well 
known  as  manager  of  the  Strand  in  New 
York. 

Pi’om  the  Globe,  he  advanced  to  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Alhambra.  When  the 
Alhambra  was  opened  in  1910,  it  was  owned 
by  the  Mark  Harris  Amusement  Co.  with 
Edel  in  charge  and  was  known  as  “The 
House  With  the  Organ.”  The  general  ad- 
mission price  in  Cleveland  at  the  time  was 
five  cents.  Edel  pioneered  by  establishing 
the  Alhambra  admission  price  at  15  cents 
— the  first  film  house  in  the  city  to  charge 
more  than  a nickel. 

With  this  theatre  experience  as  a back- 
ground, in  1920  E.  J.  Smith,  then  Univer- 
sal branch  manager,  appointed  Miller  to 
his  sales  staff  along  with  Pi-ed  Davey, 
Eli  Epstein  and  Lew  Thompson.  Art 
Schmidt  was  Universal  district  manager 
in  those  days.  When  Eddie  Smith  was 
transferred  to  Philadelphia  as  branch 
manager,  he  took  Miller  along  with  him. 
Promotion  followed  in  rapid  order. 

In  1925  he  was  appointed  branch  mana- 
ger in  Buffalo  where  he  succeeded  Charlie 
Goodwin.  From  Buffalo  he  became  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Big  U office  in  New 
York.  In  1930  he  was  made  district  mana- 
ger with  headquarters  in  Chicago  and  with 
supervision  over  eight  offices — Detroit,  In- 
dianapolis, Minneapolis,  Des  Moines,  Oma- 
ha, Sioux  Palls,  Milwaukee  and  Chicago, 

For  three  years  Miller  held  this  post 
and  then  came  the  depression,  entailing 
shifts,  changes,  eliminations  and  demo- 
tions. Out  of  the  chaos.  Miller  emerged 
as  Universal  branch  manager  in  Buffalo. 
Buffalo  not  only  received  him  with  open 
arms,  but  honored  him  by  electing  him  to 
the  two  outstanding  extra-curricular  posts 
in  the  film  field,  chief  barker  of  the 
Variety  Club  and  president  of  the  Film 
Board  of  Trade. 

There  was  a six-month  break  in  the  tie 
that  binds  Miller  to  Universal  during  which 
he  joined  Warner  Bros,  as  film  buyer  for 
110  theatres  with  headquarters  in  Phila- 
delphia. But  the  Universal  urge  was  strong. 
So,  when  the  opportunity  opened,  he  came 
to  Cleveland  as  manager  of  the  local 
branch.  That  was  in  1935.  He  occupied 
the  managerial  chair  for  three  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  was  elected  chief  barker 
of  the  Cleveland  Variety  Club,  but  before 
his  term  of  office  had  expired,  he  resigned 
because  with  his  appointment  in  1938  as 
district  manager,  he  was  not  able  to  de- 
vote as  much  time  to  Variety  work  as  he 
felt  it  deserved. 

So  now  Miller  commutes  between  his 
five  offices  and  spends  his  weekends  in 
Cleveland  with  his  wife,  the  former  Lil- 
lian Fogelman  of  New  York  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  1917  while  serving  Uncle  Sam 
during  the  first  World  War.  Dave  and 


In  Party  Uniioim — 

“Hillbillies”  at  the  Warner  Club  party 
held  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  for  em- 
ployes of  the  Leroy,  Columbia  and 
Lyric  theatres.  Left  to  right  are  Knox 
Strahan,  Warner  city  manager  in 
Portsmouth;  George  Frazer,  manager 
of  the  Columbia  Theatre,  and  Charles 
Albert  of  the  Warner  theatre  booking 
department. 

Warner  Party  Is  Held 
In  Portsmouth,  Ohio 

Portsmouth,  Ohio — Employes  of  the 
LeRoy,  Columbia  and  Lyric  theatres  joined 
forces  last  week  to  hold  a Warner  Party. 
It  was  a costume  affair  held  at  the  Old 
Log  Cabin,  with  prizes  awarded  for  the 
best  costumes. 

Mrs.  Paul  Jacobs,  whose  husband  is 
manager  of  the  Lyric,  won  the  first  ladies’ 
prize.  Second  prize  went  to  Miss  Ruth 
Garrett,  cashier  at  the  Columbia.  Paul 
Jacobs,  Lyric  manager,  took  the  first  male 
prize,  and  George  Pi’azier,  manager  of  the 
Columbia,  took  second  prize. 

Ray  Brown,  southern  district  manager 
for  Warner  theatres,  and  Charles  Albert 
of  the  Warner  Theatre  booking  depart- 
ment, were  the  only  out-of-town  guests. 


Designate  December  8-14 
As  "Ira  H.  Cohn  Week" 

Pittsburgh — Members  of  the  20th-Pox 
exchange  staff  have  designated  December 
8 to  14  as  “Ira  H.  Cohn  Week.”  The 
occasion  will  celebrate  Cohn’s  12th  anni- 
versary as  local  branch  manager  for  the 
company,  according  to  C.  C.  Kellenberg, 
branch  sales  manager,  and  S.  R.  Kent 
drive  leader  here.  All  exhibitors  are  urged 
to  cooperate  in  honoring  Cohn. 


Theatres  Aid  Fund  Drive 

Akron,  Ohio — Akron  theatres  presented 
a Donald  Duck  reel  designed  to  aid  the 
Community  Fund  Drive.  The  three-minute 
short  runs  a week,  starting  November  15. 


Lillian  Miller  have  one  daughter,  Edith, 
now  a member  of  the  freshman  class  at 
the  University  of  Illinois. 

Dave  also  has  two  all-absorbing  hobbies. 
One  is  his  daughter,  the  other  is  Universal. 


Building  Is  Begun  on 
Television  Theatre 


Detroit — The  long-projected  Television 
Theatre,  at  Six  Mile  and  Schaefer  Roads, 
is  under  construction,  adding  one  more  to 
the  many  houses  being  erected  in  Detroit’s 
northwest  section. 

The  house  is  being  erected  by  Saul 
Sloan,  who  has  built  a number  of  houses 
in  the  city  in  recent  years.  Present  plans 
call  for  about  2,000  seats,  rather  than  the 
3,600  originally  announced.  This  will  com- 
plete an  active  real  estate  development, 
with  stores  already  occupied  at  this  new 
suburban  center. 

Actual  operating  plans  for  the  house  re- 
main a question  mark.  Sloan  in  the  past 
has  not  operated  his  own  houses,  but  has 
leased  or  sold  them,  although  this  big 
house  may  mark  his  first  actual  operating 
venture.  It  is  considered  likely  that  the 
spot  will  be  booked  through  Mutual  The- 
atres. 

Film  Mutual  Aid  Group 
Makes  Annual  Appeal 

Pittsburgh — Film  Mutual  Aid  Group  has 
inaugurated  its  annual  campaign  for  funds 
for  distribution  at  the  Christmas  season 
to  many  “of  our  former  associates  and 
employes  in  the  industry  who  have  met 
with  reverses.” 

Files  of  the  group  are  full  of  appre- 
ciative letters  thanking  all  who  have  con- 
tributed in  past  years.  There  are  no  ex- 
penses in  connection  with  this  relief  fund 
drive.  All  services,  stationery,  postage,  etc., 
is  donated.  Checks  should  be  made  pay- 
able to  James  H.  Alexander,  treasurer,  and 
mailed  to  him  at  1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


New  House  in  Uniontown 
To  Be  Built  by  Manos 

Uniontown,  Pa. — Michael  Manos,  presi- 
dent of  the  Monessen  Amusement  Co.,  will 
build  a 1,178-seat  theatre  here,  he  an- 
nounces. The  A&P  store  property,  across 
from  the  State,  has  been  acquired  for  this 
purpose  and  construction  will  be  started 
immediately  after  December  1. 

Manos  hopes  to  have  his  new  theatre 
unit  ready  for  opening  by  February  15. 


Stoia  Breaks  Ground  lor 
New  2,200-Seat  House 

Detroit — Ground  has  been  broken  by  the 
Circle-Midway  Theatre  Co.,  owned  by  Jos- 
eph Stoia,  for  a new  2,200-seat  theatre 
at  Southfield  and  Warren  Roads.  New 
house  will  be  called  the  Forum  and  will 
be  part  of  a project  involving  ten  stores 
erected  at  a cost  of  $300,000.  Nearly  seven 
acres  are  included  in  the  site,  which  in- 
cludes parking  space  for  1,000  cars. 


Replacements  Pickup 

Cleveland — Leroy  P.  Langford  of  Oliver 
Theatre  Supply  reports  a pickup  in  re- 
placements. Mrs.  Prank  Reinecke  is  in- 
stalling new  opera  chairs  in  her  Para- 
mount, Akron,  as  well  as  a new  sound 
screen.  Walter  Steuve  is  also  installing 
new  chairs  and  a screen  in  his  Lyceum, 
Findlay. 
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Separate  Companies  to 
Operate  Drive-In  Units 

Detroit — A reorganization  of  companies 
operating  drive-in  theatres  in  this  region 
is  being  effected  with  incorporation  of 
eight  separate  companies,  one  for  each 
theatre,  in  the  states  where  they  are  oper- 
ating. Midwest  Drive-In  Tlieatres,  Inc., 
will  own  all  stock  in  the  new  companies, 
but  this  Massachusetts  company,  which 
formerly  ran  the  houses,  will  give  up  di- 
rect operation. 

The  East  Side  Drive-In  Theatre,  Inc., 
and  the  West  Side  Drive-In  Theatre,  Inc., 
are  being  incorporated  here,  according  to 
Attorney  John  McNeil  Burns,  and  similar 
companies  are  being  incorporated  for  the 
two  theatres  in  Cleveland  and  those  in  St. 
Louis,  Milwaukee,  Indianapolis  and  Cin- 
cinnati. 


/no.  R,  Powell  Starts 
Remodeling  Matoaka 

Cincinnati — Jno.  R.  Powell,  manager  of 
the  Matoaka  Theatre  which  was  gutted 
by  fire  Monday  morning,  November  4,  has 
begun  the  remodeling  of  the  house  and 
expects  to  have  it  ready  in  the  very  near 
future. 

Powell  will  completely  re-equip  the 
house,  with  the  exception  of  the  booth 
which  was  not  damaged  in  the  fire. 


Snubs  Protests  Against 
"Pastor  Hair  Showing 

Detroit — Protests  against  the  showing 
of  “Pastor  Hall”  at  the  Town  resulted  in 
a verdict  of  “no  cause  for  action”  by 
Mayor  Edward  Jeffries  and  Police  Com- 
missioner Frank  D.  Eaman.  The  protest 
made  against  the  film  was  that  it  was 
propaganda  which  “inspired  hatred,”  but 
censorship  on  political  grounds  was  rigid- 
ly banned  by  Eaman,  who  pointed  out  it 
could  easily  be  construed  as  a violation 
of  freedom  of  speech.  He  added  that  “The 
Michigan  supreme  court  has  ruled  that 
we  can’t  do  any  censoring  unless  the  films 
are  indecent  or  immoral." 


Theatre  ]obs  Reported 
By  the  Long  Sign  Co, 

Detroit — Long  Sign  Co.  is  installing  a 
marquee  and  sign  at  the  new  Civic  here 
for  Joseph  Miskinis;  a new  soffit  at  the 
Midway,  Dearborn,  for  Joseph  Stoia;  a new 
vertical  sign  at  the  Wayne,  Wayne,  for 
Walter  Shafer,  and  a sign  and  marquee 
at  the  new  Carmen  for  Philip  Gorelick. 

Wright  & Rogvoy,  theatrical  architects, 
are  working  on  plans  for  the  new  1,500- 
seat  Mel  in  Melvindale  for  Louis  Schlus- 
sel.  Anthony  Eugenio,  theatrical  decorator, 
has  the  contract  on  the  new  Parkside,  just 
opened  by  the  Moss  Bros.  American  Seat- 
ing Co.  is  installing  new  seats  at  the 
Midway,  Dearborn. 


A Good  Team 

Cleveland — A combination  that  resulted 
in  the  biggest  business  in  the  history  of 
his  house  was  enjoyed  by  Max  Greenwald 
of  the  Rivoli  with  the  three-day  run  of 
“Moon  Over  Burma”  and  “World  in 
Flames.” 


r<  — ^ 

Imposes  Tight  Ban 
On  Cash  Games 

Pittsburgh — District  Attorney  Ed  Moon 
of  Mercer  county  announces  a tight  ban 
on  Bank  Night  and  all  cash  games  at 
theatres.  Several  seasons  ago  he  ruled 
such  games  illegal  and  they  were  dis- 
continued. A month  later,  however,  they 
were  again  installed  and  no  attempts 
were  made  to  enforce  the  ban.  This 
time,  however.  Moon  issued  newspaper 
and  radio  warnings.  Theatres  were  given 
a week  to  discontinue  cash  award  games. 

V-  - — J 

Robert  Dunbar  Is  Warner 
Manager  in  Cincinnati 


Pittsburgh — Robert  Dunbar,  a veteran 
of  the  Warner  sales  organization  here  and 
for  several  years  local  office  manager,  has 
been  promoted  to  Cincinnati  branch  man- 
ager. Announcement  of  the  promotion  and 
transfer  was  made  this  week  by  Harry  A. 
Seed,  manager  of  the  Pittsburgh  exchange. 

F.  D.  “Dinty”  Moore,  main  line  sales- 
man, has  been  promoted  to  office  manager, 
succeeding  Dunbar. 

Exhibitor  and  Filmrow  friends  of  Dun- 
bar will  honor  him  at  a testimonial  din- 
ner, Seed  stated.  Moore  will  share  honors 
of  the  evening.  The  date  has  been  set  for 
Monday,  December  9,  and  the  “shindig” 
will  be  staged  in  the  Cardinal  Room  of 
the  William  Penn  Hotel.  Dunbar  and 
Moore  take  up  their  new  duties  Novem- 
ber 25. 

Dunbar  succeeds  Ralph  Kinsler  as  man- 
ager at  Cincinnati.  The  latter  has  pur- 
chased into  a theatre  circuit  in  that  area 
and  resigned  his  Warner  post  last  week. 


Joins  Detroit  Ranks 

Detroit — John  Magocs,  chief  sound  en- 
gineer of  Theatre  Sound  Engineering,  Lin- 
coln Park,  Mich.,  has  acquired  the  Med- 
bury  Theatre  here  from  Louis  Span.  A 
remodeling  program,  to  cost  approximate- 
ly $20,000,  will  be  undertaken. 


Federal  Theatre  Project 
Acquired  by  Mid-State 

Stoneboro,  Pa. — Mid-State  Theatres  of 
Clearfield  has  acquired  the  newly-con- 
structed theatre  here,  a Federal  project 
sought  by  various  theatre  owners. 

H.  J.  Thompson,  president  of  the  com- 
pany, states  the  Stoneboro  Theatre  will 
seat  400,  and  that  he  will  open  the  house 
just  as  soon  as  he  installs  equipment. 
Stoneboro  voters  approved  Sunday  shows 
at  the  November  5 election. 


Question  Right  to  Operate 
Federal  Project  as  Theatre 

Washington — Grant  for  the  Community 
Civic  Center  at  Stoneboro,  Pa.,  was  a “con- 
ditional” one,  according  to  the  legal  di- 
vision of  the  PWA,  and  in  political  quar- 
ters, announcement  that  Mid-State  Thea- 
tres had  acquired  this  building  and  would 
open  the  PWA  project  as  a motion  picture 
theatre,  was  questioned. 

How,  under  such  a grant,  this  completed 
building  could  be  leased  as  a theatre,  was 
the  question.  Among  conditions  of  the 
federal  grant  were: 

“The  applicant,  by  acceptance  of  this 
offer,  covenants  that  it  does  not  intend  to 
and  will  not  turn  over  the  project  herein 
described  or  any  part  thereof,  or  the 
operation  or  the  control  thereof  to  any 
body,  corporation,  or  other  agency,  public 
or  private,  whether  by  lease,  operating 
agreement  or  otherwise,  and  that  the  said 
applicant  intends  to  retain  absolute  con- 
trol over  the  project  after  the  completion, 
and  to  use  and  require  use  of  project  for 
public  purposes  only  in  a manner  consis- 
tent with  and  to  the  interest  of  the  gen- 
eral public.” 

Stoneboro’s  PWA  Community  Civic  Cen- 
ter was  completed  a year  ago  and  has 
never  been  used. 

Associated  Circuit  Adds 
The  Norwood  to  String 

Detroit— Associated  Theatres  is  taking 
over  its  11th  theatre,  the  Norwood,  oper- 
ated for  several  years  by  Ben  and  Lou 
Cohen.  The  house  is  being  acquired  di- 
rectly by  the  newly-incorporated  Standard 
Theatre  Co.,  which  is  controlled  by 
Associated. 

Plans  of  the  city  for  widening  Wood- 
ward Ave.  at  this  point  will  make  it  neces- 
sary to  close  and  remodel  the  house  when 
this  work  begins. 

Monogram's  Horror  Duo 
Held  Over  in  Detroit 

Detroit — The  public  goes  for  horror  in 
a big  way  here,  the  first  such  show  of  the 
fall  indicates.  Ira  Kaplan,  manager  of  the 
Cinema,  reports  business  was  twice  normal 
and  closely  approached  house  records  for 
the  Monogram  combination,  “The  Ape” 
and  “The  Monster.”  SRO  crowds,  a nov- 
elty at  the  house,  were  a further  sign  of 
the  success  of  the  bill,  which  is  being  held 
over. 


William  Bennett 

Akron,  Ohio — William  Bennett,  former 
local  theatre  executive,  also  identified  with 
Associated  Theatres  circuit  as  manager  of 
the  Union  Square  Theatre,  Cleveland,  died 
recently  at  the  home  of  his  mother  here. 
Burial  was  in  Akron. 
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Negotiations  Under  Way 
For  Laboratory  Workers 

Detroit — The  lATSE  is  starting  nego- 
tiation of  contracts  for  laboratory  work- 
ers with  local  motion  picture  studios,  Rog- 
er Kennedy,  vice-president,  discloses. 

Local  737  was  chartered  some  months 
ago  covering  printers,  developers,  cutters 
and  other  laboratory  employes.  It  includes 
an  active  membership  of  around  60.  In 
the  past,  the  local  commercial  studios, 
including  Wilding,  Jam  Handy  and  Indus- 
trial Pictures,  have  had  contracts  with 
the  lA  for  stagehands  and  projectionists, 
and  no  difficulties  are  anticipated  in  the 
new  negotiations. 

Continuing  the  spread  of  lA  activity 
throughout  the  state,  a second  new  local 
has  been  organized  at  Cadillac  covering 
the  west  central  region.  Prank  Olson  has 
been  elected  president  and  business  agent. 

Jurisdiction  over  all  film  truck  drivers, 
both  city  and  state,  has  been  turned  back 
to  the  Teamsters  and  Chauffeurs  Union, 
which  originally  had  jurisdiction,  Kennedy 
reports. 

Fred  Rowland  Acquires 
Rights  to  Bexley  House 

Bexley,  Ohio — Fred  Rowland,  operator 
of  four  Columbus  district  neighborhood 
houses,  has  acquired  operating  rights  to 
the  Bexley  Theatre  here.  The  five-year- 
old  house  has  twin  auditoriums,  plus  pro- 
jection and  sound  equipment  designed  by 
one  of  the  owners,  Theodore  Lindenberg 
sr.  Rowland  operates  the  Parsons,  Colum- 
bus, Main  and  Hollywood  theatres  in  Co- 
lumbus. 

The  Bexley,  dark  for  the  past  month, 
is  scheduled  to  open  shortly. 


Schine  Subsidiary  to 
Build  in  Norwalk 

Norwalk,  Ohio — Contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  a new  theatre  building  here 
for  the  Norwalk  Theatre  Corp.,  a sub- 
sidiary of  the  Schine  Theatrical  Enter- 
prises, Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  has  been  award- 
ed the  C.  L.  Knowlton  Co.,  Bowling  Green, 
Ohio,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $150,000. 

The  new  theatre  building  will  comprise 
one  story  and  balcony.  Work  on  the 
project  will  be  started  immediately. 


Films  for  Recruits 

Cleveland — The  task  of  supplying  the 
Fifth  Corps  Area  with  motion  pictures, 
athletics  and  social  entertainment  has  been 
delegated  to  Major  Glen  C.  McBride  of 
this  city.  McBride,  who  holds  a commis- 
sion in  the  Reserve  Officers  Corps,  will 
have  supervision  of  entertainment  over 
camps  in  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana  and 
West  Virginia.  He  was  formerly  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Walter  J.  Purvis  Co.  of  Cleve- 
land. 


Books  Gloria  Jean 

Cleveland — Nat  Holt,  RKO  Great  Lakes 
division  manager,  announces  he  has  booked 
Gloria  Jean,  Universal  starlet,  for  the 
week  of  November  29  at  the  RKO  Palace. 
He  has  also  booked  Gloria  Jean’s  latest 
picture,  “A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven”  for  the 
same  week.  Holt  went  to  Washington 
over  the  weekend  to  assist  in  the  super- 
vision and  production  of  the  show  which 
is  being  built  around  the  juvenile  star. 


jyjICHAEL  SCHOENHERR,  managing 
Barney  Kilbride’s  Strand,  reminiscing 
of  early  days  when  he  managed  the  Royal, 
first  deluxer  in  Detroit  (1907)  . . . J.  Fris- 
bee  Walsh,  who  was  lecturer  with  “The 
Passion  Play” — which  ran  14  weeks — still 
around  town  . . . Nit  Shumaker,  cashier 
at  the  Strand,  is  celebrating  her  silver 
anniversary.  She  has  been  with  the  house 
since  it  opened  in  1915  . . . Jim  Murtagh, 
lA  leader  now  at  the  Eastown,  was  opera- 
tor for  the  first  “talkie”  (synchronized 
with  records)  in  town — Cameraphone, 
about  1908. 

R.  L.  Birchfield,  manager  of  the  Palace 
No.  2 and  a real  camera  fan,  has  achieved 
a realistic  closeup  of  a mouse  snapped  be- 
fore the  trap  came  down — 1/100,000  sec- 
ond exposure.  The  photo  mags  are  re- 
producing it  ..  . Whitney  Dawson,  opera- 
tor at  the  Roxy  and  ex-of  NTS,  another 
cameraist,  visiting  Birchfield  . . . Joe 
Klein,  who  has  been  managing  the  Loop 
for  Associated,  goes  to  the  newly -acquired 
Norwood  . . . Fred  Walton,  ex-New  York- 
er, comes  on  to  boss  the  Loop. 

Michael  Noch,  business  agent  of  the  Bill- 
posters Union,  is  recovering  from  a bad  at- 
tack of  grippe  . . . Pete  Simon  wishing 
they’d  clear  up  that  debris  from  the  re- 
modeling next  door  . . . H.  Vinton  Gilbert 
of  Allied  Films  is  adding  a new  salesman 
. . . Charlie  Robinson,  who  recently  sold 
out  the  Savoy,  is  new  manager  of  the 
Park  for  the  Krim  Brothers.  He  runs 
Italian  films  two  or  three  nights  every 
other  week  . . . Dave  Newman  is  putting 
a new  sign  on  the  Pasadena. 

Howard  Craven  of  Exhibitor’s  Service 
promises  us  a venison  steak  . . . Richard 


United  Artists  Keeps 
Bowling  League  Lead 

Detroit — United  Artists  continues  to 
lead  the  Film  Bowling  League  by  a slim 
margin  over  Film  Truck.  Team  standings: 


Team — 

Won 

Lost 

United  Artists  

18 

10 

Film  Truck  . . 

17 

11 

Kepublic  

16 

12 

Film  Drug-  

1.5 

13 

2()th  Century-Fox  

15 

i:t 

Monogrnm  

i;5 

15 

Aniuseinent  Siippl.v  

10 

18 

t'ooperative  Theatres  .... 

8 

20 

Detroit — Frank  Lorenzen’s  team 

last 

week  increased  its  margin  in  the  Nightin- 

gale  Club  bowling  race. 

Team  standings: 

Team — 

IVon 

Lost 

Loreii/.eii  Flower  Shop.  . . . 

22 

10 

National  Carbon  

19 

13 

Amusement  Supply  

19 

1.2 

McArthur’s  Motiograph 

18 

14 

Krnie  Forbes  

16 

16 

National  Theatre  .Supply.. 

16 

McArthur  

10 

22 

lirenkert  

8 

24 

Detroit  Windstorm  Causes 
Slight  Theatre  Damage 

Detroit — Theatres  suffered  surprisingly 
little  damage  in  the  big  windstorm  Mon- 
day which  reached  75  m.p.h.  Only  dam- 
age of  consequence  immediately  reported 
was  at  the  Riviera,  United  Detroit  sec- 
ond run,  where  the  theatre  sign  was  dam- 
aged and  the  street  was  roped  off  for 
some  hours  to  keep  people  away  from  its 
possible  course  in  falling. 


Arlen  flew  in  for  a day’s  hunting  here 
with  golfer  Walter  Hagen  . . . Paramount 
has  been  filming  part  of  “Reaching  for 
the  Sun’’  at  the  Packard  plant  here  . . . 
George  McArthur  has  a nice  choice  of 
blondes  on  the  calendars  he’s  sending 
friends  for  ’41.  Son  James  McArthur  get- 
ting a nice  fresh  shave  at  the  shop  for  a 
date. 

Twentieth-Fox  Doings:  Manager  Lester 
Sturm  and  Jack  Sturm  of  the  shipping  de- 
partment away  up  north  hunting  the  elu- 
sive deer  . . . Lew  Lichtenstein,  auditor, 
in  town  for  another  stay  of  a few  weeks 
. . . Art  Knapp  busy  pinch  hitting  . . . 
Detroit  exchange  among  the  leaders  in  the 
S.  R.  Kent  Drive,  closing  December  14. 
They  won  nationally  last  year  . . .Jess 
Veldman  declines  to  report  his  prowess  as 
a pheasant  chaser. 

Old  Drama:  Distributor  Trims  Exhibitors 
(say  the  victims):  Universal  Manager  Ed- 
die Heiber  proved  a really  good  bridge 
player,  to  the  chagrin  of  Exhibitors  Art 
Robinson,  Dave  Newman  and  Charlie 
Perry  . . . Joseph  Paradise  is  having  his 
own  song,  “Oh  Moon,”  used  in  a new 
Italian  film  being  made  in  Rome  . . . Jos- 
eph D.  Brown  has  taken  over  title  of  the 
Town  Theatre  (used  to  be  Dave  Flayer’s) 

. . . Harry  W . Ruth  is  new  head  of  De- 
troit Sojiotone  in  the  Book  Bldg. 

John  Golden  and  wife,  of  the  Irving, 
are  leaving  to  spend  the  winter  in  Florida; 
Irving  is  running  the  house  . . . Charles 
Boasberg,  RKO  district  manager,  in  town 
for  two  days  . . . Daniel  Nolan,  RKO 
auditor,  here  for  a few  weeks’  checkup. 

Censor  Charlie  Snyder  had  his  father 
down  to  Film  Drugs  for  luncheon  . . . Sam 
Seplowin  and  Irwin  Pollard  of  Republic 
inveigled  1.  J.  (Jack)  London  and  Lloyd 
Turrell  to  join  their  table  ...  I.  Belinsky 
is  getting  known  as  the  Absent-minded 
Professor  . . . Bernard  Hoyt  has  closed 
local  offices  for  Book  Night,  and  will  work 
out  of  the  Chicago  office  of  Buriis  and 
Hoyt,  adding  northern  Indiana  to  his 
territory. 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Alguire  of  the  Loma  at  Ca- 
loma  a pleasant  visitor  in  town  Thurs- 
day, booking  . . . A1  Champaign,  20th- 
Fox  booker,  vacationing  at  Grayling  and 
hunting  deer  . . . Jack  Sharkey,  RKO 
manager,  and  D.  J.  McCarthy  of  Grand 
Rapids,  western  Michigan  salesman,  toured 
the  state  together  . . . Jim  Olson  of  Clare 
down  in  the  big  city  Friday. 

Screening  Bits:  John  Howard,  Para- 
mount manager,  was  host  for  a second 
time  this  season  to  upstaters  at  a triple 
screening.  Bill  Cassidy’s  Michigan  at 
Saginaw  was  the  scene  of  the  event.  Two 
hundred  exhibitors  and  wives  attended. 
Luncheon  was  served  between  features  at 
the  ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Bancroft.  Pic- 
tures were  “A  World  in  Flames,”  “Christ- 
mas in  July”  and  “Arise,  My  Love”  . . . 
Bea  Mattingly  was  special  reporter  for  the 
event. 


Air-Conditioned  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Montcalm 
MKETING  PLACE  FOR  THE  INDUSTRY 

“Food  You’ll  Remember” 

DON  DKISCOI.D  and  .TIMMY  KING 
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pETER  DANA,  Universal  manager,  and  at 
* least  eight  of  his  boys  will  attend  the 
Dave  Miller  testimonial  dinner  at  the  Hol- 
lenden  Hotel,  Cleveland,  November  30. 
Among  local  members  of  the  organization 
honoring  their  district  manager,  who  is 
marking  his  20th  anniversary  with  Uni- 
versal, are  Dave  Barnholtz,  Lou  Hess,  Bill 
Satori,  Leo  Cantor,  Francis  Guehl,  Peter 
Quiter,  A1  Lostetter  and  Maurice  Silver- 
berg  . . . Frank  Thomas,  Filmrow  projec- 
tionist, has  a new  DeSoto  . . . Monogram  is 
in  the  middle  of  a special  play  date  drive 
for  Jam  Handy  shorts  which  extends  to 
December  15  and  which  is  conducted  in 
appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  Don  Wid- 
lund,  general  sales  manager  of  the  adver- 
tising reels. 

Sympathy  to  A.  J.  and  M.  S.  England, 
whose  father  Jacob  England,  died  in  Cleve- 
land  last  Saturday.  Both  Art  and  Mort 
hurried  to  their  father’s  bedside  when  he 
suffered  a stroke  earlier  in  the  week.  De- 
ceased is  survived  by  his  widow  and  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Anna  Wildberg,  of  Cleve- 
la7id,  in  addition  to  his  two  sons,  who 
represent  Dennis  Games  here  and  who 
operate  a theatre  in  Clearfield.  Funeral 
was  from  the  Temple  Memorial  Home, 
Cleveland,  last  Sunday  . . . Roberta  Hanna 
and  Bud  Thomas  of  Acme  Distributing  Co. 
were  awarded  their  drivers  license  the  same 
day  . . . Bill  Satori’s  new  car  is  a Buick 
. . . Louis  Stuler,  booking  manager  for 
Matteo  Faenza's  theatres,  has  resigned  to 
join  the  John  and  Werner  Lund  circuit  as 
an  assistant.  He  reports  to  the  Lunds  on 
November  25. 

“What  are  we  going  to  hiss  at  the  movie 
theatres  now  that  the  ballots  are  counted?’’ 
asks  the  Press,  and  suggests  “something 
we  can  all  agree  upon — those  long  and 
boresome  lists  of  ‘credits’  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  movies — gowns  by  Adrian, 
beards  by  Bozo,  etc.”  . . . Nate  Cherkosly, 
who  operates  a film  trucking  service  here, 
reports  that  his  18-year-old  son  Earle  is 
being  groomed  for  a screen  career  under 
the  direction  of  Maurice  Kosloff.  Earle, 
a pianist  and  entertainer  and  a graduate 
of  the  local  Taylor  Allderdice  High  School 
last  June,  has  taken  the  professional  name 
of  Tschaikowsky  after  being  “discovered” 
in  Hollywood.  His  cousin  is  Peter  Tschai- 
kowsky, composer  and  symphonic  orches- 
tra leader. 

Among  those  members  of  the  trade  in 
attendance  at  the  opening  of  the  ultra- 
luxurious  Temple  last  Saturday  we  no- 
ticed the  Lou  Hannas,  Max  Shulgolds,  Bob 
Leibers,  Jack  Cohens,  Miss  Hilda  Lissmami, 
Art  Morrone,  Newt  Williams,  Clark  Smith 
and  Bob  Bowers  . . . Mr.  aiid  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Rosenberg  have  been  vacationing  in  New 
York  and  Atlantic  City  . . . Charlie  Baron 
of  M-G-M  aiinounces  a special  tieup  in 
a dozen  leading  cities  of  the  area  with 
Hershey’s  Chocolate  Corp.,  for  “Bitter 
Sweet.’’  C.  P.  Hershey,  district  manager 
of  the  chocolate  corporation,  viewed  the 
Technicolor  production  at  a private  screen- 
ing here  Monday  morning  . . . Gene  Nea- 
vitt,  formerly  assistant  manager  of  the 
Fulton,  has  been  named  manager  of  the 
Orpheum,  McKees  Rocks.  He  succeeds 
Vincent  Choate,  who  has  assumed  the 
management  of  the  two  Shea  theatres  at 
Bradford. 

Prof.  Bill  Naidenoff  has  redecorated  his 
office  at  American  Poster  Supply  . . . Fi’ed 
J.  Herrington  was  busy  this  week  read- 
ing G.  Allison  Phelps’  “The  Tower  of 
Babel,”  an  American’s  “history  of  Holly- 
wood,” which  endeavors  to  tell  what’s 
wrong  with  the  picture  business  . . . The 


Joe  Hillers  were  in  charge  of  the  Novem- 
ber 22  family  night  party  at  the  Variety 
Club.  King  for  the  November  25  dinner 
will  be  Harry  Seed  . . . Tom  Hickes  was 
in  from  Saxton  and  reported  this  to  be  a 
bad  hunting  season.  Small  game  is  scarce, 
he  says,  and  this  seasoned  hunter  should 
know. 

The  building  at  the  corner  of  Milten- 
berger  Street  and  the  Blvd.  of  the  Allies 
was  leveled  this  week  for  the  start  of  con- 
struction of  the  new  Warner  exchange 
buildmg.  Officials  state  that  they  hope  to 
occupy  the  new  modern  building  in  March. 
There  will  be  a corner  entrance  and  the 
accessories,  vaults  and  shipping  depart- 
ments will  be  on  the  main  floor.  General 
office,  bookmg  department  and  executive 
offices  will  be  on  the  second  floor.  Victor 
A.  Rigaumont  is  the  architect. 

Come  what  may.  Burton  Holmes’  new 
travelogue  series  will  open  here  January  7. 
At  the  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  naturally. 
Holmes  helped  make  the  movies  popular 
and  his  travel  films  have  followed  him 
around  the  world  many  times  . . . Harry 
Cotton,  Alexander  Film  Co.’s  district  man- 
ager. was  here  on  business  the  other  day 
with  Andrew  Battiston,  local  area  repre- 
sentative . . . Mark  Goldman,  Monogram 
manager,  announces  the  closing  of  the 
Harris  circuit  for  this  product  . . . Miss 
Marjorie  Brown,  bookkeeper  for  Exhibi- 
tors’ Service  Co.  for  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury, is  ill  at  Allegheny  General  Hospital. 

Jerry  Veldenzer,  who  recently  resigned 
his  position  with  A.  & S.  Steinberg,  is  7iow 
a sales  represe?itative  for  Superior  Spe- 
cialty Co.,  wholesale  plumbing  supplies 
house. 


^LARENCE  STEURLE,  popular  young 
^ Jefferson  county  magistrate  who  in  his 
spare  time  very  efficiently  manages  the 
Baxter  Theatre,  admits  he  is  now  enjoy- 
ing a well-earned  breathing  spell  following 
the  rather  hasty  and  hectic  marriage  per- 
iod that  preceded  the  opening  days  of  the 
draft  . . . The  Falls  City  Theatre  Equip- 
ment Co.  is  remodeling  its  offices  and 
removing  them  to  the  opposite  side  of  their 
building.  New  counters  and  lighting  fix- 
tures are  being  installed. 

It  is  reported  a new  downtown  house  is 
being  built  by  George  Settos  of  Settos 
Theatres,  Indianapolis,  who  receritly  built 
the  Vogue  here.  The  house  will  be  run 
on  a second-run  basis  . . . Dr.  J.  B.  Cornn 
and  W.  H.  Gaddie,  who  operate  the  Gaines 
at  Pineville,  are  just  about  finishing  up 
work  on  their  new  house  in  Pineville  . . ■ 
Don  Reda,  who  owns  theatres  at  Vicco, 
Ky.,  is  also  building  a new  house  at  Pine- 
ville. 

“Spring  Parade”  is  being  brought  back 
to  the  Brown  for  another  first  run  week 
after  completing  a successful  week’s  run 
at  the  Rialto  . . . Film  salesmen  observed 
in  town  for  the  season’s  bookings:  Carl 
Mock,  Universal;  Tim  Cleary,  Metro;  Tom- 
my McClaster,  Fox;  Milton  Krueger, 
United  Artists,  and  Bob  Schrader,  Warner. 

W.  E.  Carrell,  ow7ier  of  Falls  City  Thea- 
tre Equipme7it  Co.,  has  returned  from  a 
trip  through  the  eastern  part  of  the  state 
where  he  reports  that  buildmg  and  im- 
provements are  being  carried  on  extensive- 
ly a7id  that  business  is  vastly  improved  . . . 
The  Rialto  is  holding  over  “North  West 
Mounted  Police’’  for  a second  week  at  ad- 
va7iced  prices. 


jyjUCH  has  been  said — much  more  will 
be  said  about  the  admission  reduc- 
tions locally  by  RKO.  A consensus  of 
opinion  on  the  matter,  based  on  a check 
with  independent  exhibitors,  seems  to  in- 
dicate but  one  thing;  If  Loew’s  cuts,  the 
subsequents  will  be  forced  to  follow  suit; 
then  with  the  same  old  margin  existing 
between  first  and  subsequent  run  admis- 
sions, the  situation  will  be  the  same  as 
before  the  reductions — only  with  less  reve- 
nue! 

Ope7iing  of  the  new  Boulevard  Theatre, 
latest  Imk  in  the  C.  A.  MacDonald  cir- 
cuit, has  been  delayed.  Previously  set  for 
the  19th,  debut  of  the  de  luxe  neighbor- 
hood will  7iot  come  off  until  around  the 
first. 

Beauty  contests  are  in  order  for  the 
Ethel  Miles  houses  . . . Which  reminds 
us,  the  Garden  was  spruced  up  a bit  with 
paint  . . . Flesh  bill  (Laurel  & Hardy)  at 
Loew’s  Ohio,  made  possible  by  union  dif- 
ficulties in  Cleveland,  was  first  unit  in 
five  years — and  probably  last  for  an 
equally  long  period  . . . Palace  has  “Streets 
of  Paris”  currently  on  the  boards  . . . 
Daughter  of  Abram  Ruvinsky,  a concert 
singer,  is  set  for  a special  recital  at  the 
Variety  Club  next  Wednesday  night. 

Fro77i  where  we  stand  it  looks  as  if  this 
weeke7id  should  top  amusement  grosses  in 
rece7it  years.  To  augme7it  usual  boom  with 
Tha7iksgivi7ig  we  have  homecoming  at 
Ohio  State  with  over  70,000  persons  ex- 
pected i7i  for  the  Michigan  game. 

The  Grand  has  reversed  its  schedule 
so  the  “A”  feature  starts  around  nine 
o’clock  each  evening — thus  meeting,  in 
a sense,  demands  of  fans  who  want  single 
bills  (that  hour  is  the  most  popular  at 
b.  0.  locally)  . . . Bert  Williams  of  the 
Bexley  didn’t  go  south  with  the  National 
Guard.  He  was  a band  director  . . . Clar- 
ence MacDonald  and  Leo  Yassenoff  have 
been  sick. 


Mid-West  Theatre  Supply 
Reports  Equipment  Sales 

Cincinnati — Recent  equipment  sales  re- 
ported by  Mid-West  Theatre  Supply  Co., 
Inc.,  include;  Two  projectors  for  the 
screening  room  of  the  Ohio  censor  board, 
and  lamps  and  rectifiers  for  the  following 
theatres;  Virginia,  Somerset,  Ky.;  Trimble, 
Mt.  Sterling,  Ky.;  Glenn,  Georgetowti, 
Ky.;  Palace,  Aurora,  Ind.;  Fairview,  Cin- 
cinnati; Ohio,  Norwood,  Ohio;  Sigma, 
Federation  and  Peoples,  all  in  Dayton,  and 
the  Rohs,  Cynthiana,  Ky.  New  chairs  were 
sold  to  the  Orpheum,  Cincinnati;  Nor- 
wood, Norwood,  and  the  Wheelwright, 
Wheelwright,  Ky. 


Alfred  F,  Glazers  Will 
Make  Home  in  L.  A. 

Pittsburgh — Alfred  F.  Glazer,  who  re- 
cently sold  his  two  McKees  Rocks  thea- 
tres to  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  is  en  route  to 
Los  Angeles  with  his  family  where  they 
will  make  their  home. 

A farewell  luncheon  honored  Mrs.  Glazer, 
retiring  advisor  of  the  McKees  Rocks  Coun- 
cil of  Jewish  Juniors. 

“Al”  expects  to  re-enter  exhibition  in 
suburban  Los  Angeles. 
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A Business  Upsurge 
In  Harlford  Area 


Hartford — Business  in  the  Hartford 
area  has  been  picking  up  remarkably  well 
in  recent  months  due  to  national  defense 
orders,  according  to  the  Manufacturers’ 
Ass’n  of  Hartford  county. 

Its  monthly  index,  influenced  not  only 
by  quite  heavy  additions  to  the  payroll  of 
the  United  Aircraft  Corp.,  East  Hartford, 
but  by  substantial  hiring  in  plants  here- 
abouts, rose  to  a new  peak  of  129.4  per 
cent  as  of  November  1,  Sidney  E.  Cor- 
nelius, manager  of  the  organization,  re- 
ports. 

The  normal  level  is  based  on  the  rate  of 
activity,  gauged  in  man-hours  prevailing 
January  1,  1929.  The  present  pace  com- 
pares with  114.3  per  cent  on  October  1, 
1940,  90.7  per  cent  a year  ago  and  103  per 
cent  on  September  1,  1929,  high  point  of 
the  ’20s. 

The  index,  which  covers  82  plants  in 
Hartford  county  and  74,230  employes, 
shows  a 3.9  per  cent  increase  in  employ- 
ment and  a gain  of  8.9  per  cent  in  pro- 
duction measured  in  man-hours.  The  43 
reporting  plants  in  the  Hartford  district 
showed  the  largest  gains  in  both  employ- 
ment and  production  rate,  4.8  per  cent  and 
12  per  cent,  respectively. 

Bristol’s  12  factories  were  two  per  cent 
ahead  in  employment  and  6.7  per  cent  in 
production,  while  New  Britain’s  27  report- 
ing shops  increased  payrolls  2.8  per  cent 
and  boosted  production  by  3.2  per  cent. 


Month's  Retail  Sales  Increase 
Over  a Year  Ago 

New  Haven — Connecticut  is  one  of  the 
two  New  England  states  to  show  an  ii.- 
crease  in  independent  retail  sales  for  Sep- 
tember, 1940,  over  September,  1939,  the 
Department  of  Commerce  reports. 

Connecticut’s  338  independent  retail 
stores  reported  September  dollar  sales  of 
$3,078,016  which  represents  an  increase 
of  1.5  per  cent  from  September,  1939,  but 
a drop  of  5.5  per  cent  from  August,  1940. 
For  the  country  at  large  September  showed 
an  increase  over  August  of  2.8  per  cent 
and  2.3  per  cent  over  September,  1939. 


Connecticut  Federal  Tax 
Payments  in  Big  Gain 

Hartford — Manufacturers’  excise  taxes, 
estate  taxes  and  federal  old  age  insurance 
taxes  paid  into  the  federal  coffers  by 
Connecticut  last  month  showed  a big  gain 
over  a year  ago,  according  to  Thomas  S. 
Smith,  United  States  collector  of  internal 
revenue.  Total  collections  amounted  to 
$6,496,914.81,  he  reported. 

Taxes  on  admissions  and  dues,  revised 
upward  by  the  Revenue  Act  of  1940  to 
raise  additional  revenue  for  national  de- 
fense, showed  big  gains  last  month  over 
the  same  month  a year  ago.  Admissions 
and  dues  totaled  $83,574.94. 


Connecticut  Relief  Load 
Again  Shows  a Decline 

Hartford — For  the  seventh  consecutive 
month,  the  general  relief  load  throughout 
Connecticut  showed  a decline,  Robert  J. 
Smith,  state  welfare  commissioner,  re- 
ports. 

The  October  caseload  for  the  state’s  five 
largest  cities,  6,423  cases  representing  24.- 
407  persons,  was  7.5  per  cent  below  Sep- 


tember’s and  31.9  per  cent  lower  than 
October  a year  ago.  Commissioner  Smith 
reported.  Costs  of  caring  for  these  cases 
totaled  $200,147,  a drop  of  .2  per  cent 
from  September,  and  28  per  cent  from  the 
corresponding  month  last  year. 

Hartford  had  2,309  cases,  or  8,774  per- 
sons, on  general  relief  during  the  month, 
at  a cost  of  $77,766.  This  city’s  caseload 
was  down  5.5  per  cent  from  September 
and  24.1  per  cent  from  October,  1939. 
Obligations  for  care  of  relief  cases  repre- 
sented a decline  of  5.1  per  cent  from  Sep- 
tember, and  24.5  per  cent  from  the  same 
month  last  year. 


Half  Million  More  in  Defense 
Orders  for  New  England 

New  Haven — A total  of  $417,067  addi- 
tional New  England  defense  orders  were 
announced  this  week.  Of  these  $126,427  in 
orders  was  awarded  to  Connecticut  fac- 
tories, headed  by  a $49,327  contract  for 
test  sets  to  Connecticut  Telephone  and 
Electric,  Meriden,  and  a $48,000  order  for 
small  arms  material  to  Remington  Arms, 
Bridgeport.  The  largest  single  order  for 
Massachusetts  was  that  of  the  Nashua 
Manufacturing,  Boston,  $76,605  for  cotton 
sheets. 

Salesmen  s Club  Holds 
Annual  Dinner-Dance 

Boston — The  Motion  Picture  Salesmen’s 
Club  held  its  annual  dinner-dance  last 
Saturday,  starting  with  a preview  of  “The 
Letter”  at  the  Paramount  exchange  and 
winding  up  with  a dinner  at  the  Club 
Versailles. 

Outgoing  President  Harry  I.  Goldman 
was  presented  with  a large  traveling  case 
in  appreciation  of  his  hard  work  the  past 
year  by  Prexy  Harry  Aaronson  and  mem- 
bers. 

Highlight  of  the  evening  came  with 
Herman  “Tiny”  Konnis,  Monogram  sales- 
man and  well  known  in  the  film  district, 
led  Jacques  Renard’s  orchestra  through 
“My  Wild  Irish  Rose.”  All  agreed  “Tiny” 
stole  the  show. 

Warner  Managers  Hold 
Meeting  in  Hartford 

Hartford — A divisional  meeting  of  War- 
ner managers  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Bond 
last  Wednesday  afternoon.  On  hand  were 
the  following:  James  F.  McCarthy,  Strand: 
Frankie  Morin,  Regal;  David  Sugarman, 
Colonial:  Huge  Campbell,  Central  (West 
Hartford);  William  Flanaghan,  Lyric; 
Robert  Brannick,  Lenox,  and  Kennie  Faye, 
Rialto. 

From  Manchester  came  Jack  Sanson  of 
the  State  and  Tommy  Grace  of  the  Circle. 
In  from  Bristol  were  Victor  Morelli  of  the 
Bristol  and  Dennis  Rich,  Cameo.  New 
Britain-ites  in  attendance  were  Joe  Born- 
stein,  Embassy,  and  Randolph  Mailer, 
State.  Also  on  hand  were  I.  J.  Hoffman, 
Henry  Needles,  Max  Finn,  and  B.  J.  Hoff- 
man, Warner  executive. 


Hand  to  Red  Cross 

Keene,  N.  H. — Through  the  courtesy  of 
Peter  D.  Latchis,  theatre  owner  here,  the 
Keene  chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
has  been  aided  materially  in  a pi’oject  to 
knit  and  sew  1,500  garments  before  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  exhibitor  donated 
space  in  his  Colonial  block  for  the  chap- 
ter’s work. 


Decision  Awaited 
In  Adorno  Cases 


Middletown,  Conn. — After  six  weeks  of 
trial  in  superior  court  here,  testimony  in 
the  “conspiracy”  cases  of  S&S  Theatre 
Corp.  and  Middlesex  Theatre,  Inc.  vs.  Sal- 
vatore Adorno,  their  former  partner  and 
general  manager,  his  wife  Maria,  and  son 
Joseph,  has  been  brought  to  a close. 

Judge  Ernest  Simpson  heard  Howard 
Alcorn  and  Judge  William  L.  Hadden,  as 
attorneys  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Robert 
Butler,  attorney  for  the  defendants,  sum 
up  their  arguments  of  fact  Friday  and 
both  sides  were  then  requested  to  file  writ- 
ten briefs  on  the  law  involved,  after 
which  decision  of  Judge  Simpson  was 
awaited.  The  plaintiffs  ask  a total  of 
$269,000  damages  and  an  injunction 
against  the  Adorno  interests  preventing 
them  from  conducting  any  motion  picture 
enterprise  in  Middletown. 

During  the  final  week  of  trial,  Harrison 
Harries  of  Hartford  and  Leo  Ricci  of 
Meriden  were  called  by  the  defendants  as 
experts  to  testify  as  to  business  conditions 
in  1932,  the  period  during  which  the  plain- 
tiffs claim  Adorno  mismanaged  their 
theatres.  Adorno  asserted  that  Salvatore 
Saraceno  and  Franklyn  Arrigoni  of  the 
plaintiff  corporations,  insisted  on  a policy 
of  year-round  operation  at  the  Middlesex 
and  Capitol  theatres,  with  double  features, 
two  changes  a week,  and  that  because  of 
the  consequent  need  of  a large  quantity  of 
product,  he  was  unable  to  buy  reasonably. 
Adorno  stated  with  respect  to  the  subse- 
quent lease  to  Middletown  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  in  which  the  plaintiffs  claim  to  have 
been  ignorant  of  his  half  interest,  that  Ar- 
thur H.  Lockwood  had  approached  him 
after  the  deal  was  closed  and  persuaded 
him  to  enter  the  operation  of  Middletown 
Enterprises  with  him.  Lockwood  testified 
earlier  that  the  only  way  he  could  secure 
the  lease  of  the  theatres  in  1934  was  by 
relinquishing  a half-interest  to  Adorno. 
Warner  Bros,  franchise  agreement  on  the 
Capitol  was  also  introduced  to  clear  up 
percentage  provisions. 

Over  55  witnesses  were  called  to  the 
stand  by  both  sides  during  the  trial. 

Shulman  Again  Defendant 
In  Lampert  Theatre  Suit 

New  Haven — Joseph  Shulman,  doing 
business  as  the  Plaza  Theatre  Co.  of  Wind- 
sor, has  been  authorized  anew  to  inter- 
vene as  party  defendant  in  the  clearance 
suit  of  Lampert  Theatre  of  Windsor,  Inc., 
operator  of  the  Windsor,  Conn.,  Theatre, 
against  Vitagraph,  Inc. 

The  case  concerns  selling  of  second  run 
to  the  Plaza,  allegedly  in  violation  of  an 
agreement  between  plaintiff  and  Vita- 
graph.  Judge  William  H.  Comley  of  su- 
perior court  here,  in  a recent  memoran- 
dum, suggested  that  “It  would  be  wise  to 
send  the  parties  back  to  the  beginning  for 
a fresh  start”  because  of  technical  omis- 
sions from  pleadings.  Shulman  was 
originally  granted  permission  to  intervene 
in  March. 


Change  Stage  Units  Thursdays 

Hartford — The  4,000-seat  State  here- 
after will  change  stage  show  units  on 
Thursday  instead  of  Friday,  the  manage- 
ment announces. 
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QPENING  of  the  new  Westville  reveals 
one  of  the  most  attractive  houses  of 
the  modernistic  type  in  the  territory,  with 
many  unusual  features  such  as  the  quar- 
ter-round lobby,  combination  foyer  and 
lounge  leading  directly  to  auditorium, 
modernistic  recessed  lighting,  tricorne  mar- 
quee, etc.  . . . Sam  Bailey’s  quite  a speech- 
maker,  too  . , . With  the  expiration  of 
his  lease,  John  Kata  has  lost  operation  of 
the  State,  New  Britain,  run  by  him  for 
the  past  six  5'ears,  to  P.  S.  McMann  jr,, 
son  of  the  late  P.  S.  McMann,  well-known 
New  Britain  exhibitor,  hotel  operator,  farm 
owner,  politician,  and  wholesale  grocer. 
McMann  died  in  1923  after  his  vigorous 
and  many-sided  career.  With  A.  Kenny, 
he  operated  the  Kenny,  now  known  as  the 
Palace,  operated  by  Peter  Perakos.  Here, 
in  Bridgeport,  Boston  and  Brooklyn,  he 
ran  stage  shows,  and  when  flickers  came 
in  he  added  one-  and  two-reelers,  all  for 
the  same  five  cents.  The  present  State 
Theatre  was  a former  shoe  store  in  the 
Hotel  Sarsfield  building.  McMann  jr.  made 
his  debut  on  Meadow  Street  last  week. 
Kata's  policy  of  operation  will  be  con- 
tinued. 

Jeanette  MacDonald  will  be  feted  at  a 
cocktail  party  at  the  Hotel  Bond  Satur- 
day, November  30,  eoincidentally  with  the 
run  of  “Bitter  Sweet"  at  the  Loew-Poli. 
With  Harry  F.  Shaw,  division  manager, 
as  m.  e.,  and  Lou  Brown  in  eharge  of 
publicity,  the  Politeers  will  see  to  it  that 
Miss  MacDonald  meets  and  charms  all  the 
movie  and  music  critics  of  the  eireuit 
towns,  as  well  as  eity  notables  and  theatre 
managers.  The  pieture  will  have  opened 
with  a midnight  Thanksgiving  eve  show 
at  the  Hartford  house.  Miss  MaeDonald 
stays  on  to  give  a concert  at  Bushnell 
Memorial  on  Sunday.  No  other  late 
Thanksgiving  shows  scheduled,  although 
in  1938  all  Poli  houses  had  them  . . . 
Gloria  Jean  made  a triumphant  personal 
appearance  at  the  Majestic  where  “Little 
Bit  of  Heaven”  opened  Thursday.  The 
starlet  was  met  at  the  train  with  mueh 
fanfare  and  given  a poliee  escort  to  the 
Hotel  Stratfield  . . . Manager  Rosenthal 
eooked  up  a “School's  Out  " party  for 
the  event,  and  distributed  autographed 
fan  photos  . . . Bridgeport  Times-Star 
carried  a full  page  of  co-op  ads  which 
Rosenthal  and  staff  worked  hard  to 
get.  Gloria  also  appeared  at  a luneh- 
eon  to  inaugurate  the  local  Commun- 
ity Chest  Drive  . . . Matt  Saunders, 
manager  of  the  Poli,  Bridgeport,  capi- 
talized on  this  human  interest  story  . . . 
A child  in  the  local  Home  for  Crippled 
Children  wrote  Roeky  Clark  that  she  had 
never  been  able  to  see  an  aetor  or  eom- 
mentator  in  person,  and  that  Lyle  Talbot, 
WHN  movie  eommentator , now  appearing 
in  “Separate  Rooms,”  was  her  favorite. 
Talbot  made  a special  trip  to  Bridgeport 
to  see  the  child,  and  Saunders,  ineiden- 
tally.  worked  in  an  appearance  at  the  Poli. 

“Mark  of  Zorro”  held  over  for  a second 
week  at  Poli  houses  in  New  Haven,  Hart- 
ford and  Worcester  . . , “Arise,  My  Love” 
held  by  Lou  Schaefer  for  five  extra  days, 
bringing  the  Paramount  back  to  a Thurs- 
day opening  for  the  coming  holiday  sea- 
son . . , Thanksgiving  <not  Franksgiving 
in  Connecticut)  brings  “North  West 
Mounted  Police"  to  the  Paramount,  with 
prices  at  35-44  cents  matinees,  and  50-65 
cents  evenings,  including  tax,  for  two 
weeks’  stay.  Same  policy  at  the  Allyn, 
Hartford  . . . "Victory  plays  “Kol  Nidre” 
on  December  4.  5 and  6,  and  Michael 
Tomasino  will  again  be  host  to  inmates 
of  the  Jewish  Home  for  the  Aged.  “A 


Dispatch  From  Reuter’s”  and  “Too  Many 
Girls”  held  over  at  the  Regal,  Hartford 
. . . Lincoln  packed  them  in  with  sixth 
return  engagement  of  “Mayerling,”  after 
which  Yale  U.  “command”  return  perform- 
ance of  “Reefer  Madness”  and  “How  to 
Take  a Bath”  was  booked.  The  little  “art” 
house  has  “Thou  Shalt  Not  Wed”  for  De- 
cember 2 showing  ...  In  cooperation 
with  the  Jewish  Community  Center,  the 
Whalley  was  used  for  a Sunday  morning 
rally  at  which  time  “Quick  Millions”  and 
a color  cartoon  were  shown. 

In  spite  of  a violent  rainstorm,  Sam 
Lind’s  Cash  Quiz  screening  drew  over  50, 
including  Harry  Shaw,  Lou  Brown,  Sam 
Rosen,  Mike  Cascioli,  Adolph  Johnson, 
Morris  Keppner,  Bill  Sirica,  J.  B.  Fish- 
man, Charles  Cole  and  others.  Comment 
was  good.  Joseph  Morse,  president  of  Pre- 
mium Promotion  Syndicate,  was  present. 
Game  was  also  screened  for  I.  J.  Hoff- 
man. Cy  Barrett  and  others  at  the  War- 
ner projection  room  . . . Nat  Rubin  was 
that  far  fro7n  escorting  luscious  Betty 
Grable  to  the  Loew-Poli  formal  dinner- 
dance  at  the  Seven  Gables  Inn  Wednes- 
day night,  but  overnight  she  was  whisked 
away  to  Hollywood,  leaving  Nat  broken  (?) 
hearted.  Party  a big  success,  anyhow,  as 
zvas  Warner  Club  annual  dinner-dance  at 
the  Waverly  Inn.  Cy  Barrett’s  aets  given 
a big  hand,  and  arrangers  Bob  Anderson 
and  Russell  Clark  took  a bow  too  . . . 
Harry  Shaw  spent  the  weekend  in  Albany 
attending  the  Bar  Mitzvah  festivities  of 
Tracy,  son  of  Joe  Miller,  Columbia  mana- 
ger. and  renewed  many  old  Syracuse  ac- 
quamtayiees. 

Louis  Schine,  of  the  circuit  by  the  same 
name,  in  from  Gloversville  for  the  Yale- 
Harvard  game  , . , Also  Lou  Weinberg  of 
Columbia,  New  York  . , . Jean  DuBarry, 
manager  of  the  Lincoln,  and  Mrs.  Du- 
Barry, attended  the  Yale -Princeton  game 
and  saw  some  of  the  New  York  high  spots 
over  the  weekend  . , . Louis  Copolla,  for- 
mer operator  of  the  White  City,  Grand 
Avenue,  and  more  recently  a sheriff,  died 
here  of  a heart  attack  at  the  age  of  58 
. , . Congratulations  to  the  Maxwell  Hoff- 
mans on  the  birth  of  their  second  daugh- 
ter, Linda  Ruth,  6 pounds,  10  ounces,  at 
Grace  Hospital  . . , Barney  Pitkin  and 
Henry  Germaine  sticking  to  their  posts  in 
spite  of  bad  colds  , . . S,  Stephenson 
Smith,  educational  counsellor  for  Ascap, 


Capitol  Theatre  Supply 
Files  Incorporation 

New  Haven — Certificate  of  incorporation 
for  a new  New  Haven  corporation  has 
been  filed  by  Capitol  Theatre  Supply,  Inc., 
in  Hartford.  Incorporators  are  Kenneth 
R.  Douglass  and  Leon  L.  Poster  of  Need- 
ham, who  operate  the  Boston  branch  of 
Capitol,  and  Frank  M.  Gray  of  We.st  Rox- 
bury.  Mass. 


After  Billboards 

Concord,  N.  H. — A new  attack  against 
unrestricted  billboard  advertising  has  been 
launched  here  by  a new  organization  which 
reports  a membership  of  more  than  250 
residents.  The  aim  of  the  group,  according 
to  its  chairman,  is  to  seek  legislation  “to 
protect  the  safety  of  the  traveling  public 
and  enhance  and  preserve  the  scenic 
beauty  of  New  Hampshire.” 


lectured  at  Yale  on  “The  Musical  Play” 

. . . Lou  Schaefer  attended  the  swank 
testimonial  dinner  given  in  honor  of  Dr. 
William  Verdi  . . . Nick  Cavaliere,  Father 
Hubbard’s  camera  man,  just  back  at  his 
New  Haven  home  after  Arctic  trip  and 
adventures  which  will  be  told  in  pictures 
and  records  . . . Lou  Brown’s  family  back 
from  a Baltimore-Washington  excursion. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman  and  party,  attend- 
ing exhibitors’  complaint  session  on  the 
eonsent  decree,  were  mueh  impressed  with 
the  goings-on  and  believe  the  well-stated 
case  of  exhibitors  is  bound  to  make  some 
impression  on  the  judge’s  decision  . . . 
Charles  Cole  has  painted  his  Fairmount 
lobby  and  installed  new  40x60  lobby  frames, 
after  which  he  will  make  repairs  to  the 
marquee  . . . Opening  date  of  renovated 
700-seat  Cannon’s  was  imminent  as  we 
went  to  press  . . . Special  inducement  field: 
Metro  Premium  has  sold  its  AZ-week  enam- 
elware  deal  to  Bostwick,  Bridgeport,  be- 
ginning November  28-29,  Jodoin,  Baltic, 
December  3-4,  Fairmount,  New  Haven,  No- 
vember 22-23  . . . The  38-week  Metro  de 
hixe  stemware  started  at  the  West  End, 
Bridgeport,  November  13-14  . . . Progres- 
sive Premium’s  new  38-week  enamelware 
has  been  bought  by  the  Rivoli,  Hartford; 
Colonial,  Bridgeport,  and  Rivoli,  West  Ha- 
ven . . . Fishman  Theatres  will  skip  pre- 
miums on  Thanksgiving  Day  in  all  houses, 
except  Lawrence  . . . Tricky  Paramount 
dual  “Arise,  My  Love”  and  “Cherokee 
Strip”  . . . Morris  Joseph,  rapidly  recov- 
ering his  strength  at  home  after  a long 
illness,  is  considering  a trip  to  Florida 
or  California. 

Arthur  K.  Howard,  Allied  business  agent, 
and  Shepherd  Epstein,  new  membership 
drive  chairman  for  Connecticut,  attended 
the  regular  Allied  meeting,  and  Epstein 
takes  up  New  Haven  headquarters  for  his 
work  . . . “Believe  It  Or  Not”  shorts  shown 
by  N.  Y.  World’s  Fair  Museum  . . . Arena 
had  a Sadie  Hawkins  Day  Saturday,  with 
dancing,  costume  awards,  races,  etc.,  with 
admission  at  50  cents,  plus  tax  . . . Lsrric, 
Bridgeport,  trying  Jack  Teagarden  and 
Buck  & Bubbles  as  a change  from  strip  . . . 
W.  Marsh,  Loew’s  auditor,  making  his 
periodic  audit  of  the  Loew-Poli  houses  . . . 
J.  Miller  is  the  new  stage  employe  at  the 
Poli,  succeeding  the  late  Si  Rudnick. 
Something  unusual  in  a pipe?  See  Harry 
Shaw’s  new  gleaming  Kirsten  . . . Tim 
O’Toole’s  yellow  china  bowl  . . . Abe  Hodes’ 
ash-catcher  . . . Max  Wolfe  of  the  Loew’s 
purchasing  department  up  this  way  mak- 
ing a general  survey  . . . December  1 sees 
a flat  10  per  cent  increase  for  Winchester 
workers  here,  amounting  to  a total  of  ap- 
proximately $1,000,000  a year. 

Bob  Russell’s  football  herald,  distributed 
weekly  during  the  season  at  restaurants, 
spas,  cigar  stores,  etc.,  with  15  pairs  of 
guest  tickets  for  the  lucky  score-guessers 
each  week,  has  had  a fine  response,  even 
among  women.  Russell  has  been  averaging 
400  replies  a week.  Book  angle  of  “Es- 
cape” plugged  by  Russell  with  imprinted 
book  covers  at  the  library  and  bookmarks 
. . . Poli  “Bitter  Sweet”  corner  display 
in  lobby  cozy  with  small  baby  grand, 
shawl,  lights  and  life-size  cutouts  of  the 
stars  leaning  over  the  piano  in  the  back- 
ground . . . Transcriptions  used  on  WELI 
for  “Little  Nellie  Kelly”  and  “Hullabaloo” 
. . . Matt  Saunders  of  the  Poli,  Bridge- 
port, used  an  “escape”  contest.  “When 
things  get  too  tough,  what  is  your  form  of 
escape.”  Letters  of  100  ivords  or  less  merit- 
ed guest  tickets. 
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OTEVE  BROIDY,  Monogram  exchange 
manager  in  Boston,  left  this  week  for 
the  west  coast.  It  is  rumored  he  will  be 
made  head  of  sales  for  Monogram,  but 
the  Boston  office  reports  he  will  return 
this  week  . . . The  Friars  Club  this  week 
made  arrangements  for  members  to  obtain 
special  transportation  to  and  from  New 
Haven  to  see  the  Harvard-Yale  game  . . . 
“Dante,”  playing  at  the  Shubert,  is  sched- 
uled to  go  on  the  stage  of  the  Playhouse 
in  Providence,  Ralph  Snider  house. 

Monogram  is  releasing  “Her  Father’s 
Daughter,”  Gene  Stratton-Porter  novel,  to 
New  England  exhibitors.  Edith  Fellows 
heads  a large  name  cast  . . . Bemiy  Rosen- 
thal, owner  of  the  Strand  in  Gloucester 
and  booker  for  the  Levenson  circuit,  is  in 
Beth  Israel  Hospital  for  observation  . . . 
The  policy  at  the  Metropolitan  m Provi- 
dence, recently  taken  over  by  Ralph  S7ii- 
der,  has  been  very  successful  with  name 
bands  and  the  best  in  the  vocal  field. 

The  Friars  Club  will  hold  a New  Year’s 
Eve  Frolic  at  the  Hotel  Somerset.  Tickets 
and  reservations  may  be  had  from  Morey 
Goldstein  at  Metro  . . . The  daughter  of 
Nat  Furst,  Monogram  sales  manager,  is 
to  be  married  Thanksgiving  Day,  Novem- 
ber 28,  with  reception  to  follow  at  Dinty 
Moore’s. 

Ann  Harrington,  M G-M  exchange  em- 
ploye, has  returned  from  a trip  by  plane 
to  Bermuda  . . . Graphic  circuit,  until  re- 
cently headquartered  in  Bangor,  Me., 
moved  the  entire  office  personnel  to  Bos- 
ton  last  week,  where  the  circuit  business 
will  be  centered  . . . The  Boston  Sales- 
men’s Club  presented  outgoing  Presideiit 
Harry  I.  Goldman  of  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.  with  a handsomely  equipped  trav- 
elmg  bag  at  its  annual  dinner -daiice. 

George  Scher,  United  Artists  advance 
man,  has  been  busy  with  “The  Long 
Voyage  Home”  . . . Tony  Russo  of  the 
Premier  in  Littleton  was  in  from  that  New 
Hampshire  town  for  the  Boston  College 
Game  . . . “One  Night  in  the  Tropics”  was 
screened  at  the  Universal  exchange  . . . 
Roy  E.  Heffner,  head  of  Bank  Night  in 
Boston,  had  good  luck  duck-hunting  last 
week. 

Mrs.  Wilbur  Shea,  owner  of  the  Acme 
in  Eastport,  Me.,  was  home  ill  last  week 
. . . Robert  L.  Whitten,  Millbridge  opera- 
tor, has  returned  to  Maine  from  the  south 
. . . Joseph  Cronin,  UA  salesman,  has  ac- 
quired a new  Buick  . . . It  is  rumored  Al 
Stoughton,  operator  of  the  Little  in  White- 
field,  N.  H.,  will  take  over  the  Grange  Hall 
in  Bartlett  and  operate  films  two  or  three 
times  a week. 

Louis  Score  and  Bob  Rowell  of  the 
Community  in  Mechanic  Falls  are  nego- 
tiating for  the  Playhouse  in  Newport,  Me., 
Perley  Carey  house,  and  the  Sokokis,  Lim- 
erick . . . Ernie  Warren,  Universal  sales- 
man, wishes  to  let  his  exhibitor  friends 
know  his  new  Portland  address  is  56  Wall 
Street  . . . John  Fecke,  son  of  Al,  Republic 
salesman,  has  received  his  airman’s  li- 
cense. Fecke  attends  the  University  of 
New  Hampshire  . . . Charles  Staples,  op- 
erator of  the  State  in  Calais,  Me.,  and  a 
theatre  in  St.  Stephens,  received  word  re- 
cently that  his  son  had  been  killed  in 
action  in  England.  Film  Folk  extend  their 
sympathy  to  the  exhibitor  and  his  family. 

Republic’s  recent  release,  “Hit  Parade,” 
has  been  selling  very  well  throughout  the 
New  England  territory.  The  feature  play- 
ed first-run  in  Boston  at  the  Metropolitan 
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. . . Lila  Izen  Shapiro,  head  of  Wholesome 
Film  Service,  is  convodescing  at  home  after 
being  taken  ill  in  the  district  a week  ago 
. . . Wallace  G.  Harris,  son  of  Hollis  G. 
Reed  of  McKinley,  Me.,  resigned  from 
his  post  at  the  Neptune  to  take  up  the 
pastorate  of  the  Congregational  Church 
hi  York  Beach. 

Film  men  who  have  been  indulging  in 
hunting  trips  to  Maine  are  Charles  Fish 
and  Leon  Foster  of  Capitol  Theatre  Sup- 
ply, in  company  with  Frank  LePage,  Mil- 
linocket  theatre  owner;  Cliff  Shaw  of 
Marne  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres,  and 
Van  Eck,  sound  man  in  the  district  . . . 
George  Boroff  of  the  National  Committee 
of  Education  has  just  closed  several  deals 
cn  his  new  book  giveaway,  the  University 
Book  of  Knowledge  . . . Dave  Manley, 
manager  of  the  Colonial  in  Portland,  has 
been  in  town  booking  and  making  ar- 
rangements for  a new  dish  deal. 

Ben  Gold,  manager  of  the  new  Park  in 
Nashua,  N.  H.,  opened  to  capacity  busi- 
ness last  week  and  is  enthusiastic  about 
the  future  with  plans  for  more  theatres 
in  the  offing  . . . Irving  Dunn  of  the 
Castle,  Lowell,  visited  Filmrow  . . . Sam 
Levine  of  Northeastern  Film  has  closed 
several  deals  for  his  Gaumont- British  re- 
leases he  is  distributing  throughout  New 
England  . . . Norman  Elson  of  New  York 
has  been  in  town  discussing  business  prop- 
ositions. Elson  is  connected  with  the  Trans 
Lux  Theatre  Corp. 

William  Stein,  film  district  attorney,  has 
been  confined  to  his  home  . . . James 
Sherran  of  the  Massachusetts  department 
of  public  safety  made  a trip  to  Worcester 
on  business  . . . “Fantasia,”  new  Disney 
film,  is  due  to  be  booked  into  the  Keith 
Memorial  . . . The  Apollo,  John  Hennes 
house,  and  the  Columbia,  owned  by 
George  Solomon,  were  closed  last  week 
because  of  the  use  of  illegal  lotteries  . . . 
Sam  Kaufman  of  Fay’s  in  Providence  was 
seen  in  the  district  . . . Louis  Josephs, 
Northeastern  Film  salesman,  is  still  con- 
lined  to  his  home  with  a broken  leg. 


Invitational  Programs 
For  Westville  Opening 

New  Haven — Four-page  invitational  pro- 
gram to  a gala  preview  opening  of  the 
732-seat  Westville  on  Tuesday,  November 
19,  distributed  through  the  Westville  sec- 
tor of  town  by  Bailey  Bros.,  operators, 
summoned  residents  and  their  families  to 
view  the  theatre  and  see  an  hour  and  one- 
half  show  as  guests  of  the  management. 
Children  were  restricted  to  afternoon  at- 
tendance. 

The  Register  carried  25  co-op  greeting 
ads.  The  program  started  with  “The  Star- 
Spangled  Banner”  and  a “Welcome  to 
Westville”  by  Samuel  Bailey,  manager  and 
co-owner.  Selected  shorts  included  “Don- 
ald Duck,”  “Information,  Please”  with 
Anna  Neagle,  “Phil  Spitalny  and  His  Girl 
Band,”  “Football  Thrills,”  and  “The 
March  of  Time”  issue,  “On  Foreign  News 
Fronts.” 

The  de  luxe  house  had  its  regular  open- 
ing the  next  day  with  “The  Westerner” 
and  a five-act  stage  show. 


Bailey  Contracts  for  RCA 

New  Haven — M.  H.  Bailey,  president  of 
Westville  Theatre  Co.,  has  contracted  for 
RCA  sound  for  the  new  Westville. 
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NORTHEASTERN  FILM  CO. 
37  Melrose  St.,  Boston 


NORTHEASTERN  FILM  CO. 
134  Meadow  St.,  New  Haven 
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THE  matinee  business  being  what  it  is, 

A1  Pickus  of  the  Stratford  has  hit  upwDn 
the  idea  of  running  morning  shows  for 
the  night  workers  in  the  factories  of 
Bridgeport  and  Stratford.  Morning  shows 
are  given  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  and 
the  results  of  the  first  two  shows  indicate 
that  the  plan  will  prove  popular  with  the 
thousands  of  defense  workers  who  are  on 
the  night  shifts. 

The  Sam  Haddlemans  will  be  married 
five  years  on  Thajiksgiving  day  and  Sam, 
who  is  manager  of  the  Capitol,  is  plotting 
two  weeks  in  Miami  or  some  other  south- 
ern resort  as  an  anniversary  gift  to  the 
wife  ..  . Robert  Baral  was  in  town  in  the 
interests  of  ‘Fantasia.” 

William  “Big  Bill”  Conway,  contracting 
agent  for  the  Ringling  circus,  dropped  in 
to  see  his  old  friend  Matt  Saunders  of  the 
Loew-Poli  while  on  visit  at  the  home  of 
his  mother  here  . . . Morris  Haddleman, 
recovered  from  the  grippe,  is  back  at  his 
post  as  manager  of  the  Shelton,  Shelton 
. . . Thomas  Collins  of  Norwalk  is  seri- 
ously ill.  He  used  to  manage  the  Empress 
in  Danbury  when  it  was  operated  by  his 
brother,  Andrew. 

The  cooking  school  at  A.  M.  Schuman’s 
Black  Rock  Theatre  proved  a success. 
Three  hundred  women  atterided  the  second 
session  and  the  closing  day  resulted  in  a 
capacity  house  . . . Fred  H.  Russell  was 
in  New  York  for  the  opening  of  “Fan- 
tasia” . . . Local  theatre  managers  expect 
little  opposition  from  the  newly-opened 
city-owned  Klien  Memorial  Auditorium. 
Admissions  are  scaled  up  to  $3.85  and  the 
first  attraction  left  the  city  several  hun- 
dred dollars  in  the  red. 

City  had  three  celebrities  in  one  week 
with  two  getting  plenty  of  newspaper 
space.  Lyle  Talbot  came  in  first  as  the 
guest  of  Rocky  Clark,  Post-Telegram  radio 
editor,  but  Loew-Poli  stepped  in  and  Tal- 
bot ended  doing  a personal  appearance  on 
the  theatre  stage  with  Clark  interviewing 
him.  Kathlyn  Williams,  the  former  star 
of  such  old  silent  serials  as  “The  Adven- 
tures of  Kathleen,”  slipped  into  the  Ma- 
jestic to  catch  “The  Great  Dictator.” 
Except  for  Fred  Russell’s  column  in  the 
Sunday  Post  she  was  ignored  by  the  press. 
Last  to  come  was  little  Gloria  Jean  who 
closed  with  the  week  in  a blaze  of  glory 
with  her  personal  appearance  at  the  Ma- 
jestic. 

Manager  Sam  Haddleman  tells  a funny 
story  in  connection  with  the  cooking  school 
at  his  Capitol  Theatre.  It  was  the  final 
day  and  the  big  door  prizes  were  being 
awarded.  One  woman’s  number  was  drawn 
and  she  became  so  excited  that  instead  of 
shouting  “Here!”  she  cried  out  “Bingo!” 
Now  Sam  has  some  idea  of  where  some  of 
his  feminine  trade  has  strayed  to. 

The  Lyric  is  packing  the  house  on  Sim- 
days  with  name  bands.  The  rest  of  week 
with  burlesque  is  just  so-so  . . . Jacques 
deWolfe  is  planning  to  erect  a $100,000 
summer  theatre  in  Weston.  The  house, 
only  one  in  this  section  to  be  air-condi- 
tioned and  have  a revolving  stage,  will  be 
ready  by  next  summer  . . . Harry  Shaw 
and  Lou  A.  Brown  were  in  the  city  twice 
during  the  week  ...  All  downtown  thea- 
tres cooperated  with  the  Community  Chest 
drive  by  running  trailers  . . . Attendance 
at  Saturday  night  vaudeville  shows  at  the 
Globe  is  mounting. 


Tax  on  Games  Will 
Yield  $100,000 

Springfield,  Mass. — A drive  to  collect 
taxes  on  all  winnings  at  Bank  Nights  and 
Beano  games  will  net  between  $80,000  and 
$100,000  this  year,  Henry  F.  Long,  state 
tax  commissioner,  reports. 

Operators  of  Bank  Nights  and  Beano 
have  been  ordered.  Long  said,  to  deduct 
three  per  cent  from  the  winning  awards 
and  turn  it  over  to  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts. 

“If  a person  buys  a share  of  stock  and 
the  market  goes  up,  he  is  obliged  to  pay 
a tax  on  his  profit,”  the  commissioner 
states.  “Naturally,  if  he  buys  a ticket  in 
a Beano  game  or  a Bank  Night,  or  in  any 
other  lottery,  and  he  happens  to  win,  he 
should  be  forced  to  pay  the  tax,”  he  con- 
cludes. 

E.  M.  Loew  Basketballers 
Want  to  Schedule  Games 

Hartford — Hillmer  D.  Robinson,  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  local  E.  M.  Loew’s  and 
also  manager  of  the  newly-organized  bas- 
ketball team  at  that  theatre,  has  an- 
nounced, as  follows,  the  lineup  of  the 
team: 

Oscar  Cappuccio,  guard;  Harold  Rosen- 
berg, forward;  Charlie  Bradshaw,  center; 
George  E.  Landers  (team  captain),  for- 
ward, and  H.  Schwartz,  guard. 

Robinson  urges  that  any  theatres  in  the 
area  wishing  games  phone  him  at  the 
theatre,  Hartford  5-6789,  or  write  him  at 
the  E.  M.  Loew  circuit  house. 

Deletions  lor  One  Out  of 
35  Submitted  to  Censor 

Boston  — Thirty-five  motion  pictures 
were  approved  and  one  was  approved  with 
deletions  in  the  latest  list  to  go  before 
the  Massachuettts  department  of  public 
safety  bureau  of  Sunday  censorship.  In 
the  approved  list  were  United  Artists’  “Son 
of  Monte  Cristo,”  Columbia’s  “Beyond  the 
Sacramento,”  and  Republic’s  “Friendly 
Neighbors.” 

“Arise,  My  Love,”  a Paramount  produc- 
tion, was  approved  following  the  deletion 
of  “Dialogue,  ‘Hmm  What  about  that 
chair?’,  in  part  4.” 

Portland  Film  Council 
Hears  Carl  Milliken 

Portland,  Me. — Carl  E.  Milliken,  direc- 
tor-secretary of  the  MPPDA,  and  Mrs. 
Francis  J.  Flagg,  author-lecturer  of  New- 
tonville.  Mass.,  were  the  principal  speak- 
ers at  the  seventh  annual  meeting  of  the 
Portland  Motion  Picture  Council.  A din- 
ner preceded  the  talks. 

The  morning  session  of  the  convention 
featured  a youth  conference  of  Portland 
school  students.  Two  historical  films  were 
exhibited  and  discussed. 


Graphic  Circuit  Moves 

Boston — The  Graphic  Theatre  circuit, 
headed  by  Newell  and  Kenneth  Kurson  in 
Boston  and  by  Sam  Kurson  at  circuit 
headquarters  in  Bangor,  has  moved  the 
entire  office  force  to  Boston  quarters  and 
all  business  will  be  transacted  here  in  the 
future. 


gOME  2,600  patrons  of  the  Strand  and 
Empire  theatres  were  driven  to  the 
street  Sunday  evening,  November  10,  when 
a fire  which  broke  out  in  McLellan’s,  a 
store  located  between  the  two  houses, 
poured  smoke  into  the  theatres.  Although 
the  smell  hung  on  for  several  days,  both 
theatres  resumed  their  schedules  the  fol- 
lowing day.  Damage  to  building  and  stock 
in  the  store  was  estimated  at  $50,000  . . . 
With  the  idea  of  inaugurating  a “Recess 
Time”  juvenile  program  over  WTHT, 
Hartford,  similar  to  that  now  being  con- 
ducted by  Harry  Botwick  of  the  State 
Theatre  over  WCSH  here,  Walter  Lloyd 
of  the  M&P  Allyn  attended  the  Saturday 
morning  show,  November  9.  Lloyd  plans 
to  begin  airing  his  show  about  the  first 
of  December. 

Remodeling  of  the  Star,  Westbrook,  an 
M&T  house,  is  well  underway,  with  the 
excavatmg  work  completed  and  concrete 
poured.  The  building  is  being  lengthened 
about  52  feet,  and,  when  completed,  will 
provide  300  additional  seats.  A new  air- 
conditioning  systeyn,  new  sound,  a newly- 
decorated  interior  and  a new  marquee  will 
grace  the  theatre  when  remodeling  is 
completed  about  three  months  hence,  ac- 
cording to  Arthur  Allaire,  assistant  mana- 
ger. 

Featuring  an  old  fashioned  song-fest, 
the  State  was  the  only  house  in  Portland 
to  hold  a special  Armistice  Eve  midnight 
show.  The  “community  sing,”  with  Birge 
Peterson  at  the  theatre’s  Wurlitzer  organ, 
was,  in  the  words  of  Manager  Harry  Bot- 
wick, a “big  success”  . . . The  Downeast- 
ers,  Portland  hill-billy  entertainers,  were 
scheduled  to  play  at  the  Park,  Rockland. 
Thanksgiving  Lay.  Larry  Dandeneau  man- 
ages the  house. 

Patrick  Ford,  a student  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Maine  and  son  of  John  Ford,  Hol- 
lywood director,  was  guest  of  honor  at  an 
American  Legion  Night  at  the  Strand  re- 
cently  . . . The  Civic  Theatre,  Portland’s 
only  legitimate,  held  a “Bundles  for 
Britain  Night”  November  19. 

Filmrow  Tidbits:  Arthur  Allaire,  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Star,  Westbrook,  cele- 
brated his  29th  birthday,  October  23  . . . 
Billie  Romanoff,  who  lef^’  the  service  staff 
of  the  State  a few  months  ago  to  become 
a salesman,  is  returning  to  the  theatre  . . . 
Fred  Stoloff,  NSS  salesman,  was  a recent 
visitor. 


Named  Receiver 

New  Haven — ^Following  acceptance  by 
the  court  of  the  resignation  of  William  B. 
Hall  as  receiver  of  rents  in  the  foreclosure 
action  of  Arnold  W.  Gordon  jr.  vs.  Forest 
Theatre  Corp.,  operator  of  the  Forest,  West 
Haven,  et  al.,  Julius  Maretz  of  this  city 
has  been  appointed  successor  receiver  of 
rents,  effective  at  once.  Maretz  has  with- 
drawn his  appearance  in  the  case  for  the 
George  Howard  Co. 


New  "Strawhatter" 

Hartford- — Jacques  de  Wolfe  will  con- 
struct a $100,000  theatre  for  “strawhat” 
productions.  The  theatre,  to  adjoin  his 
Cobb’s  Mill  Inn  in  Weston,  will  feature  a 
revolving  stage. 


Handles  "Baker's  Wife" 

Boston — Producers  Releasing  Corp.  is 
distributing  “The  Baker’s  Wife,”  French- 
made  film,  in  New  England. 


50 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  23,  1940 


QEYMOUR  “ROSIE”  ROSENBERG,  for- 
merly at  the  Lenox,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  newly-created  post  of  “su- 
pernumary  policeman”  at  the  Proven  Pic- 
tures . . . Tommy  Brenner,  stage  manager 
at  the  Strand,  is  back  at  work  after  having 
been  ill  at  St.  Francis  Hospital  for  some 
time  . . . English  teachers  at  Weaver  High 
helped  the  Loew-Poli  Palace  during  the 
run  of  “The  Great  Dictator”  by  urging 
all  pupils  to  see  the  picture  because  of  “its 
great  satire”  . . . Michael  “Mickey”  Daly, 
owner  of  the  Daly,  Hartford,  and  Plain- 
field,  Plainfield,  tripped  to  New  Haven  on 
business  . . . E.  M.  Loew’s  Olympia,  Wor- 
cester, played  “Reefer  Madness,”  and  the 
Proven  Pictures,  Hartford,  offered  “Smash- 
ing the  Vice  Racket”  . . . Athan  Prakas 
of  the  Bridgeport  Rivoli  was  a New  York 
visitor. 

Maurice  Podoloff  of  the  New  Haven 
Arena  was  operated  on  for  appendicitis  in 
New  Haven  . . . Charlie  Repass  of  the 
Crown  was  in  New  Haven  last  Tuesday,  as 
was  Martin  Kelleher  of  the  Princess  . . . 
Alice  Don  Firo  is  the  7iew  candy  girl  at 
the  Proveii  Pictures  and  Gail  Dodbout  is 
the  new  cashier  at  the  theatre  . . . Frankie 
Davis,  Loew’s-Poli  doorman,  has  returned 
after  being  out  ill  with  an  infected  eye. 
Elihu  Brooks,  Loew’s-Poli  service  staff 
member,  filled  in  ..  . Andrews  Sisters 
played  the  Plymouth,  Worcester  . . . Avon, 
Providence,  brought  back  "Moonlight 
Sonata’’  . . . The  Great  Dictator’’  opened 
at  the  Loew-Poli  Palace,  Meriden,  last 
Sunday  . . . Strand,  Plainville,  is  now  of- 
fering golden  blossom  dmnerware  . . . Lin- 
coln, New  Haven,  had  Pare  Lorentz’s 
"Fight  for  Life”  . . . Whitney,  New  Haven, 
brought  back  "The  Plainsman”  and  "Of 
Human  Bondage.” 

Tommy  Cunningham  is  the  new  door- 
man at  the  Daly,  succeeding  Harold  Barry, 
resigned  . . . Donald  Wood  of  the  Reed  & 
Barton  Co.  spoke  on  “Film  Exchange,”  at 
a meeting  of  the  Hartford  branch  of  the 
American  Electro-Platers  Society  . . . Don- 
ald Peterson,  usher  at  the  Rialto,  was  ill 
at  home  with  a bad  head  cold  . . . Father 
Flanagan,  founder  of  Boys  Town,  Neb., 
spoke  last  Wednesday  at  a Bushnell’s  lec- 
ture sponsored  by  the  Hartford  Council  of 
Catholic  Women.  Father  Flanagan  is  an 
advisor  for  the  forthcoming  Hollywood 
production,  “Men  of  Boys  Town”  . . . Harry 
Rose,  manager  of  the  Globe,  Bridgeport, 
and  his  missus,  Anita,  celebrated  the  lat- 
ter’s birthday  at  the  Seven  Gables  Inn 
. . . Morris  Jacobson,  general  manager  of 
the  Bridgeport  Strand  Amusement  Co., 
has  purchased  a new  home  . . . John  Mon- 
gillo,  Loew’s-Poli,  New  Haven,  projection- 
ist, obtained  a cottage  at  Phipp’s  Lake. 

WB’s  Regal  held  over  "A  Dispatch  From 
Reuter’s”  for  two  weeks  . . . Ditto  the 
Loew-Poli  Palace  and  the  M&P’s  Allyn 
with  "The  Mark  of  Zorro”  and  "Arise,  My 
Love,”  respectively  . . . Cameo,  Waterbury, 
will  start  a A5-week  crystalware  giveaway 
on  December  3 . . . Robert  E.  Sherwood, 
Raymond  Massey,  James  Crowley,  Jane 
Frohman,  Sheila  Barrett,  Paul  and  Grace 
Hartman,  Elaine  Bassett  and  Meyer  Davis 
spent  Armistice  Day  in  Connecticut,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  participated  in  a pa- 
triotic celebration  at  the  Silvermine  Tav- 
ern, Norwalk,  along  with  government  of- 
ficials and  American  Legionnaires  . . . 
Freddie  Mueller  is  a new  usher  at  the 
Loew-Poli  Palace,  succeeding  Tommy  Kel- 
ley, resigned  . . . Harold  Rosenberg,  as- 
sistant projectionist  at  the  E.  M.  Loew’s, 
(Continued  on  page  53) 
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New  England  Theatres  Improve — 

Boston — Equipment  mstallations  aiid  modernizations,  as  reported  by 
Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  have  been  increasing  in  the  New  England  area. 
Above  are  some  of  tne  houses  recently  ordering. 

Starting  with  the  right  strip  at  the  top,  then  downward:  George  Reil’s 
Granite  Square  in  Manchester,  N.'H.  George  is  one  of  the  real  veterans  in 
the  trade.  Bob  Whitten's  Opera  House  in  Millbridge,  Me.  Bob,  who  man- 
ages a traveling  stage  show  as  a sideline,  has  rnade  permanent  provisions  for 
the  exploitation  of  RCA  sound.  Fred  Sharby’s  Scenic  at  Keene,  N.  H.,  re- 
cent recipient  of  a ventilating  system. 

Then  from  top  to  bottom  in  the  left  strip:  George  Valley's  Strand  at 
Winooski,  Vt.,  which  houses  a new  screen  and  lighting  fixtures.  George  heads 
for  nearby  Montreal  whenever  he  has  an  opportunity.  Leon  Bolduck's  North 
Conway  in  the  New  Hampshire  community  of  the  same  name.  Leon  also 
operates  a quarry.  Edward  Ansin  and  Harold  Stonenian's  Interstate  unit,  the 
Scenic,  at  Rochester,  N.  H.,  which  houses  some  new  renovating.  Warren 
Nichols’  Gem  at  Peterborough,  N.  H.,  inundated  during  the  hurricane  two 
years  ago,  houses  new  RCA  sound.  Warren  is  a member  of  the  executive 
board  of  the  Boston  Allied  unit. 

At  the  bottom,  left  to  right,  are:  Alfonse  and  Lillian  Couture’s  Strand  in 
Fitchburg  sports  a modernized  interior,  replete  with  fluorescent  lighting. 
Their  hobby  is  centered  about  a newly  acquired  home  they  are  turning  into 
one  of  the  showplaces  of  the  countryside.  Floyd  Bridgham’s  State  in  Presque 
Isle,  Me.,  another  new  lighting  job.  Floyd,  who  goes  in  for  golfing,  also  oper- 
ates the  Broadway  in  Dover,  N.  H.  Philip  E.  Carey’s  Newport  Play  House  in 
Newport,  Me.  Philip  sells  insurance  when  he  is  not  negotiating  new  equip- 
ment deals  with  Maynard  Sickles,  et  al.,  at  Capitol. 
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IP.  NOZAK,  assistant  manager  at  the 
Arcade,  visited  friends  in  Amherst  . . . 
Ruth  “Cookie”  Hurley,  Loew’s-Poli  usher- 
ette, who  was  rushed  to  Springfield  Hos- 
pital for  an  emergency  appendectomy  some 
weeks  ago,  will  be  back  on  the  job  on  or 
about  December  1 . , , Goldstein  Brothers’ 
Paramount  did  such  good  business  with 
“Arise,  My  Love,”  that  the  picture  was 
held  over  for  two  extra  days  , , . Gilbert 
G.  Bevins,  assistant  manager  at  the  Para- 
mount, and  Miss  Dorothy  Grout,  a local 
girl,  will  wed  in  the  near  future  , . , Of- 
fice of  Manager  Freddie  Frechette  at  the 
Garden  has  been  remodeled  , , , In  Boston 
last  Wednesday  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A1  An- 
ders of  the  Bijou  . . . Charlie  R.  Smith, 
Broadway  manager,  had  a bad  cold. 

Sickness  hit  the  Rifkin  Springfield  cir- 
cut  last  week  with  an  epidemic  of  colds. 
William  “Billy”  Powell,  division  manager, 
was  ill  at  home  with  one,  as  was  Louie 
Lambert,  projectionist  at  the  Garden.  Paul 
Pelland,  member  of  the  Rifkin’s  Phillips 
service  staff,  had  a slight  one  . . . In  town 
last  Sunday  to  visit  the  local  Loew’s-Poli 
boys  was  Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew’s-Poli  di- 
vision manager.  New  Haven  . . . Boyd  Tay- 
lor Sparrow,  Loew’s-Poli  up-to-the-minute 
assistant  manager,  came  back  to  Spring- 
field  last  Tuesday  after  a weekend  trip 
down  to  Washington,  and  vicinity  to  visit 
relatives  . . . Harry  Green,  Alexander  Pre- 
view New  England  representative,  passed 
through  town. 

Robert  “Mousie”  Glazer  and  James  J. 
Bloom,  usher  and  assistant  chief  of  ser- 
vice, respectively,  at  the  Paramount,  will 
be  leaving  that  theatre  after  Thanksgiving 
Day  to  join  the  army  in  Savannah,  Ga.  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  L.  Bouvier  are  ex- 
pecting the  Stork  in  the  near  future.  Mr. 
B.  is  doorman  at  the  Broadway  ...  To 
Boston  last  Tuesday  went  Ernest  W. 
Whitford,  assistant  manager  of  E.  M. 
Loew’s  Court  Square,  and  the  missus. 
While  there,  th^  pair  met  Max  Finn,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  circuit  ...  An  elevat- 
ing stage  has  been  installed  at  the  Bayley 
Square,  New  Bedford  . . . Everett  Perry, 
assistant  manager  at  the  Allen  in  New 
Bedford,  was  on  the  sick  list  for  several 
weeks  due  to  injuries  received  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident  . . . Capitol,  Lowell,  is 
now  sponsoring  vaudeville  five  days  a week 
. . . Robert  “Flea  Boy”  Abdull,  formerly 
of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  is  a new  addi- 
tion to  the  ushers’  staff  at  the  Paramount 
. . . Raymond  Title  of  the  Art  was  a Bos- 
ton visitor. 

Forest  Park  Phillips  began  Progressive 
Premiums’  Blue  Orchid  dinnerware  give- 
away last  Thursday  night.  Giveaway  is 
now  offered  patrons  every  Thursday  and 
Friday  evenings  . . . George  Rabbe,  man- 
ager of  the  Rifkin’s  Jefferson,  and  the 
missus  were  in  Boston  . . . In  this  area  to 
look  over  his  circuit  theatres  was  Herman 
Rifkin  . . . Oscar  “Duke”  Duchain,  projec- 
tionist at  the  Paramount,  tripped  to  New 
York  . . . Ditto  James  J.  Bloom  and  Gil- 
bert G.  Bevins,  assistant  chief  of  service 
and  assistant  manager,  respectively,  at 
that  theatre  . . . Manager  Charlie  R.  Smith 
of  the  Broadway,  in  advance  of  “Strike  Up 
the  Band,”  had  a huge  drum  hung  from 
the  lobby  ceiling  with  the  name  of  the  pic- 
ture strung  along  the  top  of  the  musical 
instrument. 

Six  turkey  dinners  will  be  offered  pa- 
trons of  every  Rifkin  circuit  house  in 


Springfield  durmg  Thanksgiving  week. 
Thanksgiving  Day  will  occur  in  both 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  on  Novem- 
ber 28  . . . Manager  George  W.  Coleman 
of  the  Arcade  and  his  assistant,  Hy  Nozak, 
have  tied  in  with  Station  WSPR’s  “Swing 
Rhythm  Program”  for  the  playing  of 
"Down  Argentine  Way”  records  . . . Joe 
Egan,  engineer  at  the  Paramount,  who  was 
rushed  to  Springiieid  Hospital  for  an  emer- 
gency ulcers  operation,  is  getting  along 
fine  . . . Mary  Manning,  receptionist  for 
Western  Massachusetts  Theatres,  had  a 
cold  . . . Garden  now  has  new  fluorescent 
lighting.  Remodeling  is  soon  to  start  on 
the  lobby. 

Moses  M.  Lieberman  of  the  Frederick  E. 
Lieberman  circuit  visited  Bernie  Levy,  di- 
vision manager  of  the  Lieberman  Hartford 
and  Holyoke  houses,  over  in  Holyoke  last 
Monday  . . . Manager  George  W.  Coleman, 
Arcade,  and  Hy  Nozak,  his  assistant,  wrote 
Letters  to  all  Springjieid  school  teachers 
and  principals  during  the  run  of  “The 
Ramparts  We  Watch,”  urging  the  educa- 
tors to  tell  their  pupils  aoout  the  picture 
. . . Arcade  Manager  George  W.  Coleman, 
Chairman  of  the  local  chapter  of  the 
American  Red  Cross,  has  been  so  busy  with 
this  charity  work  of  late,  that  he  has  been 
working  on  his  day  off  ..  . “The  Barber 
of  Seville”  was  presented  at  the  Spring- 
field  Auditorium  last  Wednesday  . . . Mel- 
vin M.  Aronson,  chief  of  the  Paramount’s 
service  staff,  was  in  Worcester  visiting 
friends. 

Changes  at  the  Capitol,  announced  by 
Tony  diCaro,  assistant  manager,  follow; 
Johnnie  Dolan,  usher,  has  been  upped  to 
doorman,  replacing  Moses  M.  Lawler,  who 
has  left  for  other  fields;  Maurice  Mari- 
ardi,  recently-resigned  usher,  is  now  back 
at  the  Warner  situation  following  the 
resignation  of  Johnnie  Knightly,  doorman 
. . . Business  on  the  local  front  was  rather 
quiet  last  week  . . . Mabel  Moccia,  Art 
cashier,  and  Frankie  Bodge,  local  gasoline 
station  attendant,  were  married  last 
Saturday  . . . Georgie  Germaine  has  re- 
signed as  usher  at  the  Paramount  . . . 
Manager  Carl  Jamroga  of  the  Forest  Park 
Phillips  has  been  receiving  many  compli- 
ments on  the  newly-remodeled  Phillips. 


Bike  Giveaway  a Lure 

Hamden,  Conn. — Six  Saturday  afternoon 
contests,  with  a $40  English  bike  as  the 
prize  each  week,  is  bringing  excellent  busi- 
ness to  the  Whitney.  Nearby  merchants 
give  coupons  with  purchases,  which  entitle 
children  to  compete  at  the  theatre  for  the 
bikes. 


"l^USIC  of  the  Masters,”  a film  inter- 
preting the  techniques  of  concert 
artists,  had  its  premiere  at  Dartmouth 
College  in  Hanover.  The  film  was  pro- 
duced in  Hollywood  with  the  cooperation 
of  John  Erskine,  and  was  shown  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Dartmouth  College 
Films. 

Mel  Morrison,  manager  of  the  Strand  in 
Dover,  has  been  named  by  Mayor  Samuel 
B.  Blair  of  that  city  as  a member  of  an 
industrial  committee  to  arrange  a long- 
term municipal  plan  to  attract  new  in- 
dustries to  Dover. 

A large  crowd  flocked  to  the  Strand  in 


Arranging  Special  Trip 
For  Harvard-Yale  Game 


Boston — The  Friars  Club  is  arranging 
a special  round  trip  to  New  Haven  and 
back  for  members  who  wish  to  attend  the 
Harvard-Yale  football  game. 

In  a letter  to  members,  Harry  Goldstein 
stated: 

“Dear  member:  Two  years  ago  the  Friars 
Club  arranged  for  a special  trip  to  and 
from  New  Haven  to  attend  the  Harvard- 
Yale  game.  We  had  two  special  cars  for 
ourselves,  with  bus  arrangements  to  take 
us  to  and  from  the  game.  Sandwiches 
and  liquor  were  served,  and  for  those  who 
so  desired,  card  games  were  played.  We 
also  were  able  to  obtain  a batch  of  tick- 
ets, so  that  a good  many  of  the  members 
sat  together. 

“The  party  this  year  is  open  to  mem- 
bers and  their  friends  and  can  quickly  be 
arranged,  providing  a sufficient  number 
of  members  indicate  a desire  to  partici- 
pate. Inasmuch  as  the  time  is  very  short, 
it  is  urgent  that  you  get  in  touch  with  the 
writer  by  phone,  HAN  0044,  simply  ad- 
vising him  whether  you  would  like  to  go 
and  want  tickets  obtained  for  you. 

“This  is  strictly  a non-profit  proposition 
and  all  the  expenses  of  the  trip  will  be 
proportioned  amongst  those  attending.” 


Friars  Become  Barkers 
With  the  New  Year 

Boston — The  Boston  Friars  Club  which 
recently  became  Variety,  Tent  No.  23,  will 
officially  take  over  that  name  January  1, 
1941. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  the  enlarging 
of  the  clubrooms  in  the  Hotel  Statler  and 
for  adding  75  new  members  from  the 
Paramount-Publix  organization  to  the  tent. 
A new  bar  will  be  installed  and  open  house 
will  prevail  at  all  times. 


Trip  to  Livermore 

Boston — A group  of  girls  from  the  Uni- 
versal exchange  took  a trip  to  Livermore, 
Me.,  this  past  weekend.  Among  them  were 
Emma  V.  Corbett,  Agnes  Crowley,  Joan 
Long,  Dorothy  Rooney,  Shirley  Rechlin 
and  Ann  McLellan.  The  group  planned 
to  stop  at  Ernie  Warren’s  home  in  Port- 
land for  coffee  and  doughnuts  on  their 
return  trip  Sunday  night. 


Footballs  for  Old  Eli 

New  Haven — The  Whalley  distributed 
200  footballs  at  a Saturday  afternoon  per- 
formance coinciding  with  the  opening  of 
the  Yale  football  season. 


Manchester  on  a recent  night  when  the 
management  gave  away  five  radio  sets  in 
a gift  card  plan  ...  A new  note  of  optim- 
ism has  been  sounded  for  exhibitors  in 
Manchester,  where  it  has  been  announced 
that  two  manufacturing  firms — one  a tex- 
tile and  the  other  a shoe  concern — have 
acquired  additional  floor  space  to  allow 
for  increased  production. 

The  pari-mutuel  horse  racing  season 
closed  at  Rockingham  Park,  Salem,  No- 
vember 16.  On  Armistice  Day,  27,000  turf 
patrons  assembled  and  tossed  more  than 
$535,000  through  the  betting  windows.  It 
was  the  track’s  biggest  day  in  three  years. 
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Laryngitis  Incapacitates 
Gloria  Jean  Four  Days 

Bridgeport — Following  four  personal  ap- 
pearances at  the  Majestic  in  connection 
with  the  opening  of  “A  Little  Bit  of  Heav- 
en,” Gloria  Jean  was  stricken  with  laryn- 
gitis which  kept  her  at  the  Stratfield  Ho- 
tel for  four  additional  days  and  cancelled 
her  scheduled  Washington  p.  a.  Harry  F. 
Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  manager,  who 
acted  as  her  m.  c.  at  the  theatre,  watched 
over  the  starlet  personally  until  her  re- 
covery. 


Dismantle  Old  Unit 

East  Haddam,  Conn. — ‘‘Goodspeed  Opera 
House,”  a theatre  built  back  in  1876  by 
William  H.  Goodspeed,  has  been  dis- 
mantled. In  recent  years,  it  had  been 
relatively  inactive,  what  with  the  competi- 
tion of  motion  picture  theatres  throughout 
this  section. 


Hold  Retreat 

Boston — The  Motion  Picture  Catholic 
Guild  held  its  semi-annual  retreat  last 
weekend  at  Campion  Hall  in  Andover  un- 
der the  supervision  of  John  T.  McGrory, 
S.  J.  Fi-ank  Lydon,  Independent  Exhibi- 
tors, Inc.,  vice-president,  had  charge  of 
arrangements. 


File  in  Hartford 

Hartford — Incorporation  papers  have 
been  filed  with  the  secretary  of  state  for 
the  Crown  Amusement  Co.  of  New  Haven. 
Capital  is  listed  at  $50,000  and  incorpora- 
tors are  Catherine  Anderson,  Gregory 
Dunn  and  Frank  Genevich,  all  of  West 
Haven. 


(Continued  from  page  51) 
has  left  to  join  the  army.  Oliver  Harris, 
a Hartford  fellow,  replaces  him  . . . Jean- 
ette MacDonald  is  due  at  Bushnell’s  on 
Sunday,  December  1,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Hartford  Junior  College. 

Three  days  of  continuous  rain  last  week 
hit  boxoffice  receipts  throughout  this  sec- 
tor . . . Colored  motion  pictures  of  Peru 
will  be  shown  by  Col.  Edwin  H.  Cooper 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Connecticut 
Horticultural  Society  and  the  Wadsworth 
Atheneum,  Friday,  November  29,  at  8:30 
p.  m.  . . . Bill  Robinson  and  Lou  Prima’s 
orchestra  played  the  Lyric,  Bridgeport  . . . 
Maurice  Steinberg  has  been  added  to  the 
ushers’  staff  at  the  Loew-Poli  Palace  . . . 
Hollis  Sweeney,  Loew-Poli  Palace  student 
assistant,  obtained  a co-op  window  dis- 
play at  Gallup  & Alfred’s  music  store  dur- 
ing the  run  of  “Hullabaloo”  . . . Tommy 
Dunphy  is  a new  usher  at  the  Loew-Poli 
Palace. 

Gabriel  “Gabby”  Larue,  E.  M.  Loew’s 
usher,  has  left  that  theatre  for  other  fields 
. . . Eddie  Boggs,  usher  at  the  E.  M.  Loew’s, 
was  ill  at  home  with  aeute  tonsilitis  . . . 
H.  G.  Wells  will  lecture  at  Bushnell’s  on 
December  2 under  auspices  of  the  Hart- 
ford Committee  of  the  American  Bureau 
for  Medical  Aid  to  China  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sidney  H.  Kleper  are  living  a “very 
happy”  married  life.  Mr.  K.  is  the  Loew- 
Poli  Palaee  assistant  manager  . . . Man- 
ager Walter  B.  Lloyd  of  the  M&P’s  Allyn 
reports  that  “North  West  Mounted  Police” 
plans  are  being  laid  out  at  present.  Ac- 
cording to  present  announcement,  the  pic- 
ture will  open  on  Thanksgiving  Day  at 
9 a.  m.,  at  the  Allyn.  A midnight  Thanks- 
giving Day  show  is  also  planned  . . . 


Arthur  Sharby  Extends 
Groveton  Theatre  Lobby 

Boston — Arthur  Sharby  has  bought  the 
building  in  front  of  the  Alley  Theatre  in 
Groveton,  N.  H.,  and  has  extended  his 
lobby  through  to  the  street.  Patrons  no 
longer  need  go  down  the  alley  to  gain 
admittance  to  the  theatre.  Since  the  alley 
has  been  done  away  with,  the  name  is 
superfluous  and  it  now  is  known  as  the 
Roxy. 

All  renovations  and  changes  were  han- 
dled by  Don  Pickering  of  Capitol  Theatre 
Supply. 


Renew  Screening  Room 

Boston  — Extensive  renovations  have 
been  made  on  the  Department  of  Safety 
screening  room  at  3 Hancock  Street.  This 
establishment  is  furnished  and  operated 
free  of  charge  for  state  censors’  use  by 
local  film  interests.  Joe  Cifre  handled  the 
job  and  Major  Patrick  F.  Healey,  state 
film  head,  acted  as  general  supervisor. 


Local  458  Delegate 

Portland,  Me. — Chelsea  Waldron,  pro- 
jectionist at  the  State,  has  been  chosen  to 
represent  Local  458,  MPMO,  at  the  New 
England  convention  of  the  lATSE  in  Bos- 
ton, December  1. 


Proven  Pictures  brought  back  “Souls  at 
Sea”  . . . Adolph  Johnson  and  Albert 
Poulton  have  booked  Madame  Zelaine  in 
the  Capitol,  Middletown,  December  8-17 
. . . Hippodrome,  Bridgeport,  is  now  charg- 
ing 15  cents  for  children’s  matinee  ad- 
missions. 


ANY  NEWS  TODAY? 

Planning  a new  theatre?  Remodeling?  Being  promoted?  Getting  married?  Got  a new  baby  (infant)?  Buy- 
ing new  equipment?  Been  elected  mayor?  Son  or  daughter  graduating?  Proud  of  a new  exploitation  stunt? 
Hired  a new  staff  member?  Solved  a knotty  problem? 

Then  Tell  It  To  BOXOFFICE 

BOXOFnCE. 

4804  E.  Ninth  St.. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


NAME 


THEATRE 


LOCATION 
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On  the  Record 

for  Boxoffice  RECORDS 

"BOXOFFICE  RECORDS  contains  much  valuable  in- 
formation which  I am  sure  will  be  very  helpful  as 
reference  matter  throughout  the  year." 

— H.  D.  BUCKLEY,  Vice-President, 

United  Artists  Corporation. 


"Many  thanks  for  BOXOFFICE  RECORDS  as  it  comes 
in  handy  many  times  during  the  course  of  the  year." 

— M.  I.  CULLEN,  Division  Manager, 
Loew's  Theatres,  Columbus,  Ohio. 


"BOXOFFICE  RECORDS  is  a very  neatly  compiled 
book  and  should  be  invaluable  for  future  reference." 

—MORGAN  C.  AMES, 

Mort  H.  Singer  Theatres,  Chicago,  111. 


"Thanks  for  the  third  annual  edition  of  BOXOFFICE 
RECORDS.  I find  occasion  to  refer  to  it  quite  often 
during  the  season." 

—LEON  D.  NETTER, 

Paramount  Theatres  Service  Corp., 
New  York  City. 


"I  am  always  glad  to  get  BOXOFFICE  RECORDS  as 
it  is  not  only  very  interesting  but  a valuable  collection 
of  data  to  keep  for  reference." 

— SAM  KATZ,  Producer, 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Studios. 

"Thank  you  once  again  for  my  annual  copy  of  BOX- 
OFFICE  RECORDS.  I have  found  the  previous  edi- 
tions extremely  useful  and  interesting  reference  books, 
and  know  that  this  will  prove  equal  to  its  predeces- 
sors." 

— W.  G.  VAN  SCHMUS,  Managing  Director, 
Radio  City  Music  Hall,  New  York  City. 


"I  like  BOXOFFICE  RECORDS  for  1940  very  much.  It 
seems  to  improve  each  year." 

— H.  M.  RICHEY, 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Pictures. 

"You  can  well  imagine  that  BOXOFFICE  RECORDS 
usefulness  to  me  is  invaluable." 

— ABE  MONTAGUE,  General  Sales  Manager, 
Columbia  Pictures  Corp. 

"As  in  previous  years  BOXOFFICE  RECORDS  will 
serve  a most  useful  purpose  and  be  of  great  value." 

— W.  A.  SCULLY,  General  Sales  Manager, 
Universal  Pictures  Corp. 


Order  Your  Copy 
of  this 
Excellent 
Booking  Aid 
NOW 

$1.00  Per  Copy 
Postage  Paid 


Published  by 

ASSOCIATED 

PUBLICATIONS 

4804  EAST  9TH  ST. 
KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


54 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  23,  1940 


No  Explanalion  for 
Consfruclion  Spurf 


By  ERNEST  FAIR 

Oklahoma  City — Several  years  ago  a 
representative  of  Fox  West  Coast  Thea- 
tres visited  this  community  to  give  serious 
consideration  to  the  idea  of  spotting  a new 
house  here.  After  a few  days’  checkup, 
he  left  with  thumbs  down  on  the  project. 

“The  town  is  definitely  overseated, ’’  was 
his  reason. 

Today  his  words  would  be  more  em- 
phatically expressed,  for  if  all  houses  now 
under  construction  and  in  the  blue-print 
stage  are  completed,  Oklahoma  City  may 
have  earned  herself  a rep  as  the  most  over- 
seated city  of  its  size  in  the  land. 

Population  checks  in  at  around  241,000 
men,  women  and  children,  white  or  black 
or  any  other  color  you  can  find.  Its  exist- 
ing and  operating  theatre  setup  represents 
approximately  16,800  seats. 

But  in  a checkup  this  week  of  houses 
under  construction,  your  reporter  found 
8,200  more  seats  in  the  planning  stage. 

None  of  these  new  projects  is  in  the 
downtown  area,  but  Standard  is  planning 
to  reopen  the  big  Folly  Theatre  in  that 
district  which  will  add  another  large 
bunch  to  our  last  total. 

See  Hidden  Motive 

Some  individuals  in  local  film  circles  see 
dark  plots  and  intrigues  going  on  in  the 
rush  to  build  theatres  in  Oklahoma  City. 
Some  are  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  no 
rash  of  individuals  all  getting  the  same 
idea  at  once,  but  all  a concerted  plan  to 
give  “Uncle  Joe”  Cooper,  Standard  Thea- 
tres impresario,  some  headaches  by  invad- 
ing his  heretofore  well-knit  suburban  thea- 
tre setup. 

Named  as  conspirators  are  every  element 
in  the  local  film  business  from  T.  B.  Noble 
jr.  to  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co.  Wise 
heads  shake  firmly,  however,  and  laugh 
the  whole  idea  off,  saying  a lot  of  people 
all  of  a sudden  have  the  idea  they  can  get 
rich  quick  in  the  theatre  business. 

Almost  all  film  men  are  agreed  such  is 
not  going  to  be  the  case  and  that  the  net 
result  will  be  a lot  of  broken  heads  as  well 
as  pocketbooks  in  view  of  the  over-seated 
appearance  of  the  town  at  present. 

What  brought  on  the  sudden  rush  of 
building  in  the  last  three  months,  which 
now  finds  six  new  houses  under  construc- 
tion and  three  or  four  more  ready  to  go  al- 
most immediately,  remains  undefined. 
Upon  being  queried  the  answers  from  the 
builders  are  many  and  varied,  but  offer  no 
real  clue.  It’s  going  to  be  a situation  worth 
watching. 

IVew  800-Seat  Plaza  Is 
Opened  in  Houston 

Houston — The  new  800-seat  Plaza  was 
opened  here  a fortnight  ago  by  Lou  Bax- 
ley and  W.  J.  Lytle,  who  also  have  thea- 
tre interests  in  Houston.  Baxley  will  man- 
age the  house.  His  assistant  is  Buddy 
Pope. 

Present  at  the  opening  were  a number 
of  local  trade  folk,  including:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Wilkie,  Boulevard:  A1  Lever, 
Interstate  city  manager;  Mrs.  Sam  Kirch- 
eimer.  North  Side:  Dan  Newton  and  H. 
Hannington,  Blue  Bonnett;  Weldon  Par- 
sons, Interstate  publicist,  and  Jim  Mc- 
Kinney of  Columbia  and  owner  of  the 
Nava  way. 


A Record  Turnout  Seen  for 
Convention  of  Carolinas 


Tax  Worries  Again 
Plague  Tradesmen 


Oklahoma  City — The  usual  pre-legisla- 
tive worries  in  film  trade  circles  are  al- 
ready beginning  to  fester  in  the  minds  of 
leaders  of  the  business  in  Oklahoma. 

“Increased  taxes  and  the  likelihood  that 
some  new  taxes  are  going  to  have  to  be 
found,  doesn’t  make  it  a very  cheerful 
outlook  for  the  film  business,”  one  execu- 
tive, who  declined  to  be  quoted,  told  Box- 
office  this  week. 

“Oklahoma  legislators  always  have  had 
a habit  of  reaching  for  the  theatre  busi- 
ness when  searching  for  some  new  source 
of  revenue.  Tlie  last  few  sessions  we 
haven’t  had  a great  deal  of  trouble  from 
the  tax  angle,  but  this  year  we  can  ex- 
pect plenty. 

“Last  session  it  was  crank  legislation 
and  censorship  ideas — they’ll  be  with  us 
again  and  we’ll  have  to  fight  tooth  and 
nail  to  keep  our  business  from  getting 
saddled  with  these  bills — but  the  most 
trouble  is  going  to  come  from  the  tax 
angle. 

“Theatre  men  all  over  the  state  had 
better  be  talking  to  their  new  legislators 
and  getting  them  set  straight  on  some 
general  ideas  which  legislators  always 
seem  to  have  with  respect  to  the  wealth 
of  the  theatre  business  in  Oklahoma,”  he 
suggests. 

Variety  Club  Raising 
Funds  for  Boys  Club 

Oklahoma  City — Local  members  of  the 
Variety  Club  are  busy  selling  tickets  in 
a drive  to  raise  funds  for  the  Tent’s 
projected  boys  club  for  Oklahoma  City. 
A new  Packard  is  the  prize  at  stake  and 
the  chances  are  selling  at  $1. 

No  definite  announcement  on  the  pro- 
ject has  been  made  by  Chief  Barker  L.  C. 
Griffith  or  any  of  the  other  officers,  but 
it  is  understood  that  the  first  project, 
announced  in  Boxoffice  last  year,  will  be 
the  one  upon  which  the  club  will  put  its 
efforts. 

At  present  there  is  no  such  organiza- 
tion in  Oklahoma  City.  Sponsors  believe 
a club  providing  facilities  for  boys  in  dis- 
tricts where  they  have  no  entertainment, 
nor  recreation  whatsoever  and  where  home 
guidance  is  generally  pretty  lax,  will  leave 
lasting  results  in  a good  deed  well  done. 

Report  Everett  Theatres 
Add  Link  in  Spindale 

Charlotte — H.  H.  Everett  Theatres, 
Inc.,  of  Charlotte  will  take  over  operation 
of  the  Carolina  in  Spindale,  N.  C.,  within 
a week,  it  is  reported  on  Filmrow.  The 
house  has  been  operated  heretofore  by 
Setzer  and  Harrill,  who  also  have  houses 
in  Cliffside  and  Avondale. 


Harlan  Thompson  Re-Signed 

Hollywood — Harlan  Thompson  has  been 
given  a new  contract  as  associate  pro- 
ducer at  Warner  Bros. 


By  A.  JULES  BENEDIC 

Charlotte — Indications  point  to  a rec- 
ord attendance  at  the  mid-winter  session 
of  the  Theatre  Owners  of  North  and  South 
Carolina,  to  be  held  at  Hotel  Charlotte 
Sunday  and  Monday,  December  1-2.  With 
the  consent  decree  problem  in  the  air; 
with  the  blocks  of  five  selling  plan  para- 
mount in  the  exhibitors’  cosmos,  and  the 
new  federal  income  taxes  to  worry  about, 
it  is  apparent  the  largest  registration  in 
the  organization’s  three  decades  will  be  on 
hand  for  the  opening  session. 

“Everybody’s  invited,”  is  the  slogan, 
whether  members  or  non-members,  says 
Mrs.  Pauline  Griffith,  secretary,  in  a last- 
minute  summary  of  the  convention  doings. 

Ed  Kuykendall,  president  of  MPTOA, 
will  be  a guest  and  a principal  speaker. 
Other  motion  picture  dignitaries  have 
been  invited,  and  the  attendance  of  at 
least  several  other  nationally  known  fig- 
ures is  expected.  The  two  Carolinas  will 
furnish,  in  addition,  these  speakers;  all  of 
whom  have  been  assigned  topics  that  fit 
present-day  problems:  Lyle  M.  Wilson  of 
Roanoke  Rapids;  Roy  P.  Rosser  of  San- 
ford; Roy  Rowe  of  Burgaw;  William  Conn 
of  Gastonia,  and  Fuller  Sams  jr.,  States- 
ville. 

Begin  With  Social  Events 

The  28th  annual  session  begins  officially 
with  registration  at  9 a.  m.  Sunday  morn- 
ing, a day  given  over  to  informal  social 
events.  With  President  Henry  R.  Berry  in 
the  chair,  the  first  business  session  opens 
at  10:30  o’clock  Monday  morning.  This  is 
an  open  meeting.  After  luncheon,  a closed 
session  will  be  held  for  exhibitors  only. 

Perennial  maestro,  Harry  E.  Buchanan 
of  Hendersonville,  will  be  toastmaster  at 
the  banquet  to  be  staged  in  the  hotel  at  8 
o’clock  Monday  night,  to  be  followed  by 
a dance.  Little  Jack  Little’s  band  will  play 
and  an  elaborate  floor  show  will  be  inter- 
spersed. 

A checkup  of  exhibitor  interest,  made 
first-hand  over  the  territory,  indicates  the 
coming  session  may  prove  record-breaking 
in  point  of  attendance.  Then,  too,  Atlanta 
and  other  points  will  send  large  groups. 


Benefit  Show  on  Sunday 
Results  in  a Fine 

Hattiesburg,  Miss.  — Manager  H.  D. 
Bowers  has  been  fined  $35  for  operating 
a moving  picture  show  here  for  the  bene- 
fit of  National  Guardsmen  at  a nearby 
camp  on  October  6.  Similar  charges  are 
pending  against  three  other  local  man- 
agers, Tom  Hartman,  Robert  Sigler,  and 
Harry  Harles. 

Motion  for  new  trial  for  Bowers  has 
been  denied.  Quo  warranto  proceedings 
against  the  corporations  operating  local 
theatres  were  heard  in  circuit  court  on 
November  15  by  Judge  Burkitt  Collins  who 
will  announce  his  decision  later. 


Boost  for  "NWMP" 

Oklahoma  City — Admission  prices  at 
the  Criterion  were  upped  slightly  for 
“North  West  Mounted  Police”  this  week 
with  15-30-40-50-cent  range  prevailing 
compared  with  the  regular  10-20-25-40 
price  range. 
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Over  100  Delegates  Attend 
Arkansas  ITO  Parley 


Little  Rock,  Ark. — The  semi-annual 
convention  of  the  Arkansas  ITO  was  held 
at  the  Hotel  Marion,  November  17-18, 
with  more  than  100  delegates  in  attend- 
ance. 

O.  G.  Wren,  president,  greeted  the  dele- 
gates and  K.  K.  King,  secretary,  read  his 
report. 

A closed  session  for  members  only  was 
held  Monday  morning. 

The  afternoon  session  was  opened  with 
a talk  by  Roy  G.  Paschal,  collector  of  reve- 
nue of  Little  Rock.  Paschal  was  followed 
by  H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  public  rela- 
tions for  M-G-M.  The  closing  speech  was 
made  by  Edward  Finney,  producer  for 
Monogram,  Hollywood. 

Vernie  Olinghouse  had  charge  of  regis- 
trations. 

A banquet  was  held  Monday  evening  and 
later  a dance,  which  began  at  10  p.  m.  in 
the  ball  room  of  the  Hotel  Marion.  Jack 
Hoxie  and  his  wife.  Dixie  Starr,  put  on 
several  acts  during  the  banquet. 

C.  C.  Mundo.  chairman  of  the  board  of 
directors,  read  several  telegrams  from 
various  film  people  who  expressed  their 
regrets  at  not  being  able  to  attend  the 
meeting.  ’ 

O.  G.  Wren.  Little  Rock,  is  president: 

K.  K.  King.  Searcy,  secretary,  and  W.  E. 
Malin,  Augusta,  vice-president. 


Call  hy  National  Guard 
Leaves  Exchange  Gaps 

Dallas — Movement  of  National  Guard 
troops  into  the  defense  army  has  begun  to 
leave  gaps  in  the  ranks  of  exchange  and 
theatre  ranks  here. 

Baldwin  Dunlap,  typist,  stenographer 
and  accountant  in  R.  J.  O’Donnell’s  office 
over  at  Interstate,  has  already  gone  to 
Port  Bltss.  At  the  same  camp  will  be 
Hanes  Jones  of  the  Jefferson  Amusement 
Co.  booking  office  and  Eddie  Ulrich  and 
Roy  Clanton  of  Texas  Theatrical  Printing 
Co.  Several  others  will  be  stationed  at 
Brownwond.  includinsr  Second  Lieutenant 
Floyd  Gattis  of  the  20th  Centurv-Fox  ex- 
chanere;  Harry  Rosenthal  of  United  Art- 
ists: Dawson  Smith  of  Warner  Bros.:  Fred 
Roberts,  brother  of  J.  I.  Roberts,  and 
Corp.  J.  W.  Bates  of  the  Buddy  Harris  Pos- 
ter exchange. 


Clemmons  Launches  New 
Boval  in  Orange,  Tex, 

Orange.  Tex. — Tom  R.  Clemmons  has 
launched  the  new  Royal  Theatre  here  as 
the  first  unit  of  a group  of  houses  he 
nlans  to  have  in  oneration  in  Texas  be- 
fore many  months  have  nassed.  The  house 
here  was  prompted  both  by  the  recent 
rOvSignation  of  Clemmons  as  an  official 
from  the  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  in 
Beaumont  and  because  the  government  is 
spending  $105,000,000  on  building  de- 
stroyers at  this  port. 

Here,  both  as  guests  and  to  see  that  all 
equipment  which  his  company  sold  to  the 
house  functioned  properly,  were  J.  I.  Rob- 
erts, manager  of  National  Theatre  Supply 
Co.,  and  A.  G.  Smith,  sound  engineer  of 
that  organization. 


Need  for  Cooperation 
Stressed  by  Richey 


Little  Rock,  Ark. — H.  M.  Richey,  di- 
rector of  public  relations  for  M-G-M,  ad- 
dressing delegates  to  the  semi-annual  con- 
vention of  the  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Arkansas  here  Monday,  stressed  the 
need  for  closer  cooperation  between  exhibi- 
tors and  distributors  to  bring  about  better 
boxoffice  returns. 

“It  is  a bit  encouraging  to  know  that  we 
are  still  getting  some  revenue  from  Eng- 
land and  that  the  South  American  market 
is  holding  up  well,”  Richey  said.  “But 
any  man  can  figure  out  for  himself  that 
these  two  markets  alone  cannot  make  up 
the  losses  suffered  in  those  other  countries 
where  Hitler  has  conquered.” 

He  also  stated  that,  “Any  thinking  pro- 
ducer or  distributor  knows  that  to  cheapen 
the  Duality  of  motion  pictures  would  ac- 
compli.sh  only  the  result  of  breaking  faith 
with  the  theatre  owners  of  the  country 
and  the  public,  and  would  be  expensive 
economy.  The  problem,  I believe,  can  be 
solved  only  by  a clase  cooperation  between 
exhibitors  and  distributors.” 

In  discussing  the  problem  of  getting 
more  people  into  the  theatre,  Richey  ex- 
plained that  national  defense  preparations 
will  help.  Of  this,  he  added,  there  is  lit- 
tle doubt,  for  the  spread  of  activities 
touches  nearly  every  nook  and  comer  of 
the  country.  “This  year  M-G-M  will 
spend  two  and  one-half  million  dollars  in 
its  attempt  to  pre-sell  M-G-M  pictures  to 
the  public,”  he  said. 

Richey  told  the  delegates  that  recently 
on  his  travels  in  nearly  a dozen  states  he 
saw  many  new  film  houses  going  up,  much 
remodeling  and  Installations  of  new  and 
modern  equipment.  “The  theatre  owners 
have  not  lost  confidence  and  are  forging 
ahead,”  he  commented. 


Finney  Views  Arkansas  as 
Probable  Site  for  Film 

Little  Rock.  Ark. — Edward  Penney,  pro- 
ducer for  Monogram,  who  was  one  of  the 
principal  speakers  at  the  Arkansas  ITO 
convention,  stated  that  he  viewed  Arkan- 
sas as  a probable  site  for  a future  film, 
which  is  based  on  a plantation  story. 

Finney  came  here  from  Tulsa  after  at- 
tending the  premiere  of  “Take  Me  Back 
to  Oklahoma.”  starring  Tex  Ritter  and 
Bob  Wills’  Play  Boys.  Finney  has  been  a 
producer  for  six  years  and  has  been  in 
the  motion  picture  business  22  years. 


Jack  Hoxie  Addresses 
Convention  of  ITO 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — A large  portion  of 
film  fans  still  prefer  the  old-time,  he- 
man  action  westerns,  it  was  proved  when 
Jack  Hoxie,  who  used  to  be  one  of  the 
most  idolized  western  stars  in  filmdom, 
appeared  at  the  Arkansas  ITO  convention. 
With  Jack  was  his  wife,  popularly  known 
as  Dixie  Starr.  Jack  and  Dixie  made 
short  talks  to  the  delegates  and  after  the 
meeting  adjourned  scores  of  old  friends 
flocked  to  shake  hands  with  the  couple. 


ft  ' 

: At  ITO  Convention  : 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — Among  those  regis- 
tered for  the  Arkansas  ITO  convention: 
Arkansas — O.  G.  Wren,  Little  Rock:  K. 

K.  King,  Searcy:  J.  P.  Norman,  England: 

C.  C.  Mundo,  Little  Rock:  Herod  Jimerson, 
Little  Rock:  H.  E.  Ruh,  Berryville:  W.  L. 
Landers  jr.,  Batesville:  Charles  P.  Nelms, 
El  Dorado:  G.  W.  Jones,  Lonoke:  J.  A.  Car- 
ruth,  Little  Rock:  Mrs.  J.  M.  Ensor,  Little 
Rock:  W.  E.  Malin,  Augusta:  Prank 
Probst,  Little  Rock:  S.  A.  Arnold,  Little 
Rock;  J.  E.  Wheeler,  Little  Rock:  E.  W. 
Capps,  Foreman:  H.  L.  Dean,  Little  Rock: 

D.  S.  Elenfield,  Little  Rock:  Jim  Kane, 
Conway:  R.  A.  Wilson,  DeWitt:  C.  W.  Tip- 
ton,  Manila:  G.  C.  Tipton,  Monette:  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  E.  Fitton,  Harrison:  B.  P. 
Busby,  Little  Rock:  Mrs.  Gene  Higgin- 
botham, Hardy:  C.  P.  Bonner,  Pine  Bluff: 
Sidney  Wharton,  Warren:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

L.  P.  Haven,  Forrest  City:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L. 
P.  Haven  jr.,  Forrest  City:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.  W.  Sharp,  Little  Rock:  S.  M.  Perrin, 
Little  Rock:  B.  V.  McDougald,  Monticello: 
Alton  Terrell,  Murfreesboro. 

Tennessee — ^Herbert  Kahn,  Columbia: 

M.  L.  Basse,  M-G-M:  Ben  Jordan,  Uni- 
versal: Buddy  Mansfield,  Uniyersal:  R.  V. 
Reagin,  RKO:  M.  Lindner,  National  Screen 
Service:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merritt  Davis.  Re- 
public: Fred  Lamed,  Paramount:  W.  E.  Os- 
bom.  Monogram:  W.  M.  Snelson.  Republic: 
Todd  Ferguson,  M-G-M:  Nat  Wyse,  Fox: 
R.  H.  Conway,  National  Screen  Service: 
W.  G.  Milwain,  National  Theatre  Supply, 
all  of  Memphis. 

Texas — Forest  Dunlap,  American  Desk 
Co.,  Dallas:  A.  P.  Decker,  American  Desk 
Co.,  Temple. 

Colorado — Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Scott, 
Alexander  Film  Co.,  Colorado  Springs. 

Georgia — A.  C.  Bromberg,  Republic,  At- 
lanta: A.  Fiore,  Altec  Service  Co.,  Atlanta. 

New  York — H.  M.  Richey,  M-G-M,  New 
York. 

California — Edward  Finney,  Monogram, 
Hollywood. 

Mississippi — A.  C.  Holland,  RCA,  Jack- 
son. 

New  Jersey — Edward  Auger,  RCA,  Cam- 
den. 

Louisiana — Neil  Blount,  RCA,  New  Or- 
leans. 

Two  1.000  Seaters  to 
Debut  in  Palacious 

Dallas — The  almost  simultaneous  open- 
ing next  week  of  two  new  1,000-seat  thea- 
tres in  a town  of  a normal  1,500  popula- 
tion until  recently  would  be  a “Believe  It 
or  Not,”  except  for  the  fact  that  the  gov- 
ernment defense  program  makes  it  pos- 
sible. The  town  is  Palacious,  Tex.,  where 
records  have  it  here  that  Phil  Tsley’s 
Granada  will  open  on  November  26  and 
that  J.  G.  Long’s  new  house  of  the  same 
size  will  open  two  days  later  on  Novem- 
ber 28. 

The  town  is  already  swarming  with  sol- 
diers, mechanics  and  families  that  have 
moved  in.  Isley,  it  is  understood,  will  use 
stage  shows  and  vaudeville  in  conjunction 
with  pictures. 


Garcia  Opens  Soon 

Rio  Grande  City,  Tex. — M.  F.  Garcia 
will  open  his  new  theatre  here  soon.  It 
will  be  exclusive  for  the  Mexican  trade. 
Garcia  was  in  San  Antonio  to  contract  for 
Spanish  features  from  Azteca  Films. 
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You’re  Invited 


28th  Annual  Convention 

OF  THE 

THEATRE  OWNERS 


NO.  & SO.  CAROLINA 


HOTEL  CHARLOTTE 
CHARLOTTE,  N.  C. 


SUNDAY  & MONDAY,  DEC.  1-2 


Oil  Up  and  Gas  the  Buggy 
and  Make  your  Reservations  Now! 


There'll  Be  Fun,  Too! 
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Tent  for  Charlotte; 
Everett  at  Helm 


Charlotte — Formation  of  Variety’s  new- 
est tent,  No.  24,  predicted  exclusively  in 
Boxoffice,  was  ef- 
fected here  with  the 
election  of  H.  H. 
(Heck)  Everett,  of 
Charlotte,  head  of 
the  theatre  circuit 
bearing  his  name,  as 
Chief  Barker.  Char- 
ter has  been  ap- 
proved and  will  be 
formally  presented  to 
the  newest  tent  at  a 
coming  meeting  at 
which  national  offi- 
cers will  be  present. 

H.  H.  EVKRKTT  Other  officers  are: 

First  assistant  Chief  Barker,  Benny  Ro- 
sen wald,  M-G-M;  second  assistant  Chief 
Barker,  John  H.  Vickers,  Charlotte  Film 
Delivery  Service;  Property  Master,  John  A. 
Bachman,  Vitagraph;  Dough  Guy,  H.  F. 
(Mike)  Kincey.  Canvassmen  are  Frank 
H.  Beddingfield,  Tom  A.  Little,  R.  J.  In- 
gram, Jimmy  Prichard,  Bert  Adams  and 
J.  H.  (Hi)  Holston. 

Quarters  for  the  club  will  be  decided 
on  this  week,  and  will  be  at  one  of  the 
leading  hotels.  In  charge  of  a committee 
attending  to  this  detail  is  Bob  Ingram  of 
Columbia,  assisted  by  Phil  Longden  of 
20th-Fox,  Jimmy  Prichard  of  Universal, 
Cy  Dillon  of  Republic  and  J.  H.  Schrader 
of  UA. 

Meeting  in  Paramount  exchange,  60 
film  men  and  exhibitors  signed  up  as 
charter  members. 


Like  a Flash 


of  Lightning— 

KOZONO 

purifies  the  air  in  your  theatre 
and  absolutely  ELIMINATES 
ALL  ODORS  . . . 

Lightning  purifies  the  air  outdoors 
after  an  electrical  storm  by  the  gen- 
eration of  Ozone.  KOZONO  oper- 
ates on  exactly  the  same  principle 
to  purify  your  theatre  air  indoors. 
KOZONO  ELIMINATES  all  odors  — 
DESTROYS  BACTERIA  AND  REVI- 
TALIZES THE  ATMOSPHERE.  Costs 
only  a few  cents  a day  to  operate 
— an  investment  that  NO  theatre 
can  afford  to  be  without.  WRITE 
FOR  COMPLETE  DETAILS,  AND 
LIST  OF  USERS. 

THE  KOZONO  COMPANY 

Dept.  B,  123  W.  Trade  Street 
CHARLOTTE,  N.  C. 


Concerning  the  Carolinas 

^ - ■ 0 


By  A.  JULES  BENEDIC 

Charlotte — The  ancient,  asthmatic  Au- 
burn, which  long  ago  earned  sweet  repose 
in  a junk  Valhalla,  still  runs  on  borrowed 
time.  Somewhat  sketchily,  to  be  true,  but 
not  to  be  unduly  criticized,  as  any  one 
can  get  old  and  grey.  While  Texas  repair 
men  continue  to  gnash  teeth  over  our 
absence  from  that  state,  according  to  V. 
W.  Crisp,  Dallas  correspondent,  Carolina 
garages  are  reaping  a harvest.  The  Au- 
burn stops  at  least  once  at  each  garage, 
twice  in  the  larger  cities.  A 60-cent  part 
now  becomes  $6.80,  as  much  telephoning 
has  to  be  done.  As  it  stands,  even  Char- 
lotte couldn’t  furnish  what  the  repair  man 
describes  as  a pinion  shaft  oil  seal.  There 
is  a well-defined  rumor,  however,  that 
A.  S.  Austin  of  the  theatre  bearing  his 
name  in  Hatteras  knows  of  a model  of 
the  same  year  still  running  on  the  island, 
so  we  are  writing. 

Although  at  least  one  executive  in  the 
Kansas  City  office  swoons  over  some  of 
the  repair  bills,  the  jallopy’s  awful  handy 
at  the  end  of  the  week,  when  it  comes 
time  to  make  out  the  expense  sheet.  While 
continuing  to  perform  (in  its  leisurely 
way)  the  Auburn  has  developed  a list 
leeward.  This  is  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  we  mostly  turn  into  garages  opposite 
the  port  side  of  the  road.  Listing  of  re- 
pairs over  the  past  month  would  make  a 
good  start,  financially,  toward  Charlotte’s 
projected  million  dollar  municipal  audi- 
torium. 

Cuisine  a la  Caroline 

A word  about  Carolina  cookery.  Most 
of  it’s  good,  although  some  not  so.  Hick- 
ory-cured ham  and  waffles  constitute  the 
piece  de  resistance  of  our  ordinary  break- 
fast, while  cawn  pone  and  chicken,  a la 
Caroline,  forms  the  basis  of  most  midday 
meals  served  in  these  country  hotels.  This 
sort  of  fare  is  causing  us  to  assume  a 
certain  rotundity  that  might  compare,  but 
does  not  (on  authority),  with  that  of  Roy 
Springer,  the  MPA  ad  service  man.  Hail- 
ing from  Texas,  and  our  friend  of  long 
years,  Roy,  now  a resident  of  Thomasville, 
is  always  out  in  the  field,  battling  ex- 
hibitors and  merchants  alike,  when  we 
call  at  this  lively  Tarheel  metropolis. 
However,  to  get  back  to  our  respective 
portliness,  J.  W.  Prevo,  cinematic  satrap, 
who  has  seen  us  both  recently,  says  our 
embonpoint  has  not  yet  attained  that  of 
the  doughty  Springer. 

While  Carolina  cookery  comes  in  for 
this  column’s  praise,  we  can’t  say  the 
same,  generally  speaking,  for  the  coffee. 
The  ordinary  cup  of  small  town  Java  has 
no  authority,  so  to  speak.  It  fails  to  talk 
back,  in  the  manner  of  that  delectable 
brew  of  the  Rue  Royale  in  New  Orleans. 
Then,  too,  barbecued  beef  is  served,  east- 
ern style,  in  a sacrilegious  manner  that 
would  bring  shame  to  the  cheeks  of  Shoe- 
maker’s Barbecue  Emporium  in  Dallas, 
Tex.  (Adv’t)  Shredding  the  meat  and 
overcooking,  plus  the  addition  of  a num- 
ber of  insipid  sauces,  robs  the  dish  of  its 
savor.  In  attempting  to  gild  the  lily,  in 
our  humble  estimation,  the  main  juices 
are  lost. 

Grits  are  a staple  article,  at  least  in 
North  Carolina,  but  they  don’t  throw  this 
dish  at  you  three  times  daily,  as  in  the 
Peachtree  state.  In  some  portions  of 
southern  Georgia  grits  are  not  only  on 
the  table  constantly,  but  the  uncooked 
variety  is  used  as  a toothwash,  as  a rem- 
edy for  athlete’s  foot,  and  in  the  differ- 
entials of  noisy  automobiles,  a point  which 
we  have  duly  noted  in  view  of  our  in- 
tended sortie  into  that  state. 


Elegant  Elkin  Enterprises 
Things  are  looking  up,  celluloidically 
speaking,  in  the  mountain  town  of  Elkin. 
Here  Louis  Mitchell  and  Dr.  W.  B.  Reeves 
are  competing  exhibitors.  On  Charlotte's 
Filmrow  it  is  declared  that  Mr.  Mitchell 
has  broken  ground  for  a third  house,  and 
it  is  further  declared  that  Dr.  Reeves 
plans  similar  action  on  a fourth  house. 
Orchids  or  something  to  C.  K.  Peters 
jr.,  executive  of  our  alma  mater  lodge  in 
Greenville  and  Paris,  Tex.  Pete’s  gold 
life  card  is  a well-deserved  honor,  and 
we  often  think  Pete  should  be  an  inter- 
national organizer  or  the  like  for  the 
Main  Tent.  By  the  way,  Pete’s  official 
title  is  formidable,  for  a business  check 
to  his  order  reads;  “C.  K.  Peters  jr,  sec- 
retary-treasurer of  the  lATSE  and 

MPMO  of  the  United  States  and  Canada” 
. . . We  clip  into  Concord  and  renew  ac- 
quaintance with  W.  E.  Stewart  and  B.  B. 
Horton,  indies,  as  well  as  with  the  Kincey 
managers,  Messrs.  Austell  and  Alston.  In- 
cidentally, “W.  E.”  is  one  of  the  oldest 
exhibitors,  in  point  of  service,  in  the  Two 
Carolinas,  with  more  than  three  decades 
to  his  credit. 

We  kick  into  Kannapolis,  and  shake 
hands  with  Walter  Powell  at  Towel  City 
headquarters;  it’s  too  late,  after  the  visit 
is  over,  to  see  S.  D.  Trincher  at  the 
Legendre  setup.  We  plan  to  see  him  later. 
Walter  tells  us  the  swanky  new  Swanee 
opened  November  1,  with  H.  R.  Butler, 
formerly  at  the  Dixie,  in  charge.  At  the 
latter  theatre,  Harris  Rainey  has  been 
upped  to  managership.  The  Swanee  makes 
five  theatres  for  Kannapolis.  There  are 
30,000  folks  hereabouts.  At  hotel  head- 
quarters locally,  we  usually  have  to  holler 
for  an  extra  towel,  but  we  suppose  that 
Mr.  Cannon  must  be  well  supplied. 

Word  comes  at  this  writing  that  Ike 
Katz  and  cohorts  are  headed  for  Char- 
lotte from  Atlanta  with  two  truckloads 
of  equipment  for  the  new  Producers  Re- 
leasing Corp.  exchange,  in  charge  of  Ed 
Heller  . . . Nobody  talks  of  it  much,  but 
it  is  known  that  several  well-known  film 
men  are  laying  the  groundwork  for  a 
Variety  Club  here.  In  bygone  years  the 
Jesters’  Club  flourished,  and  since  its 
demise  the  need  for  Variety  has  been  felt. 
This  territory  daily  is  becoming  more  im- 
portant and  Variety  should  flourish. 

Very,  very  tough  break  for  exhibitors 
in  the  Spartanburg  and  Union  areas. 
Uncle  Sam  has  just  announced  a camp 
between  the  two  towns  which  may  bring 
as  many  as  50,000  soldiers! 


Fayetteville,  N.  C. — That  complaint  re- 
cently voiced  by  a North  Carolina  exhibi- 
tor because  he  had  to  push  us  out  of 
town  after  the  generator  of  the  Auburn 
got  on  the  bum,  caused  us  to  get  the 
blooming  thing  overhauled  at  Fair  Bluff. 
In  fact,  we  boast  of  a new  generator,  not 
the  Auburn  brand,  which  isn’t  manufac- 
tured any  more,  but  a Dodge  instrument 
instead.  It  works  pretty  good,  after  the 
mechanic  changed  the  wiring  system.  In- 
cidentally, the  work  was  done  at  I.  M. 
Scott’s  garage.  In  his  spare  time,  Scotty 
runs  the  theatre  of  that  name. 

Sam,  the  genial  proprietor  of  Hollywood 
Grill  in  Charlotte  (adv’t)  says  the  Auburn 
is  no  longer  an  Auburn,  but  a League  of 
Nations  car,  due  to  the  composite  nature 
of  the  ensemble.  He  unfeelingly  calls  at- 
tention to  its  Nash  hood.  Dodge  wiring 
and  a Chevrolet  bumper,  plus  some  Ply- 
mouth grillwork  and  Packard  brake  lin- 
ings. What  he  neglected  to  mention  is 
(Continued  on  page  62)  ” 
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0OLD  winter  weather  hit  hard  here  last 
week  and  folks  huddled  indoors.  Re- 
sult was  a timid  boxoffice  . . . Harry 
Baker,  Circle  projectionist,  admitted  to  a 
friend  last  week  that  he  had  all  the  ama- 
teur photo  supplies  he  needed;  the  first 
time  in  several  years  anyone  ever  heard 
him  say  that  . . . Bob  Pfotenhauer,  State 
manager,  gave  his  Buick  a present  of  a 
full  set  of  new  Auto-Lite  spark  plugs  last 
week.  The  buggy  was  suffering  at  the 
time  from  a bruised  fender.  Pfotenhauer 
noticed  its  recovery  accelerated  by  the 
new  plugs. 

The  local  Hospitality  Club  last  week 
sponsored  a special  Jack  Benny  show  at 
the  Warner  Theatre  here  through  the  co- 
operation of  Standard,  operators  of  the 
Warner.  The  show  provided  Christmas 
toys  for  underprivileged  youngsters  . . . 
The  Standard  boys  really  had  the  town 
covered  with  “Z”  marks  prior  to  the  open- 
ing of  “Zorro”  at  the  Midwest. 

They’re  piling  up  the  bricks  at  South- 
west 29th  and  Western  where  Lewis  Bar- 
ton of  Stroud  is  getting  set  to  start  work 
on  his  new  theatre.  It  was  originally 
scheduled  for  opening  around  Christmas 
but  may  be  delayed  due  to  title  troubles. 
Our  secret  agents  inform  us  that  Barton 
plans  to  call  it  the  Redskin,  after  the 
Capitol  Hill  high  school’s  football  team 
. . . The  annual  Standard  Theatres  em- 
ployes party  held  last  week  on  the  seventh 
floor  of  the  Oklahoma  Club  here  was 
labeled  by  one  and  all  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  ever  held.  Miss  Pauline  John- 
son, secretary  to  Walter  B.  Shuttee,  Stan- 
dard g.  m.,  acted  as  mistress  of  cere- 
monies and  kept  things  humming.  It  was 
a strictly  private  affair  attended  only  by 
employes  and  their  dates.  Turkey  was  the 
featured  dish.  P.  S. — None  was  left  next 
morning. 

George  Strong,  formerly  with  Ross  Fed- 
eral hereabouts  and  recently  at  the  Tower 
Theatre,  has  been  named  new  house  man- 
ager at  the  Ritz  on  Northeast  IZth  St.  . . . 
Maybe  some  of  you  fellows  out  over  the 
state  have  been  approached  on  this  “toy 
talkie’’  giveaway  idea.  Give  it  a lot  of 
thought,  for  the  idea  has  gone  over  tops 
here  in  Oklahoma  City  where  Standard 
Theatres  tried  it  at  suburban  houses  with 
four  local  firms  footing  the  sponsorship 
bills.  In  case  you  haven’t  heard,  they  are 
little,  very  inexpensive  cardboard  gadgets 
with  a strip  of  bakelite  upon  which  is 
engraved  a sound  track.  When  one  pulls 
one’s  thumbnail  down,  the  track  the  toy 
emits  such  bright  cracks  as  “Hello  Sweet- 
heart,” etc. 

All  is  peace  and  quiet  between  Universal 
and  Standard  Theatres  here  following 
termination  of  the  serial  war.  Seems  as 
though  the  boys  couldn’t  get  together  on 

price  so no  serials  in  the  suburban 

houses.  But  peaceful  arbitration  generally 
wins  out  and  a mutually  satisfactory  con- 
tract was  signed.  Result:  The  serial  fans 
are  enjoying  “Winners  of  the  West”  and 
others  at  local  Standard  suburban  houses. 

Those  of  you  who  know  him  will  be 
glad  to  hear  that  WKY  announcer  Perry 
Ward  is  being  given  his  big  chance;  he’s 
gone  to  NBC  in  New  York  City  to  put  on 
his  “Spin  and  Win  with  Jimmy  Flynn” 
show  which  had  the  Criterion  Theatre  here 
paeked  on  the  nights  when  it  was  broad- 
cast therefrom  . . . You’d  be  surprised 
how  much  more  carefree  many  of  the 
young  men  in  the  film  business  here  are 
these  last  few  days  as  “draft”  tension 
eases;  the  machinery  here  is  moving  slowly 
due  to  one  of  the  highest  volunteer  en- 
listment totals  in  the  nation. 


Paramount  Pep  Club 
Barn  Dance  a Hit 


Dallas — The  work  of  able  and  enthusi- 
astic committees  and  a turnout  of  some  75 
members,  their  guests  and  companions, 
made  the  Paramount  Pep  Club  hayride  and 
barn  dance,  held  Saturday,  November  16, 
on  the  outskirts  of  Dallas,  the  finest  Pep 
Club  party  yet. 

A fiddler,  guitarist  and  accordionist  ac- 
companied the  merrymakers  in  the  hay- 
loaded  wagons  that  set  out  Saturday  eve- 
ning from  the  club  house. 

Favors,  consisting  of  lapel  dolls  designed 
by  Anna  Mildred  Gaughan,  wife  of  Book- 
ing Manager  George  Gaughan,  and 
manufactured  by  Mrs.  Simmons,  chief  in- 
spectress; Marvel  Sullivan,  Virginia  Wal- 
ling, Elizabeth  Kimmer,  Gracey  Macey, 
Leone  Carrington,  and  Betty  Ryan,  wife 
of  Salesman  Jim  Ryan,  were  handed  each 
guest. 

Decorations  at  the  dance  site  were  han- 
dled by  Jim  Ryan,  Andrew  Sisk,  George 
Gaughan,  Marvel  Sullivan,  Mrs.  Simmons 
and  Porter  Lee  King,  and  included  bushels 
of  persimmons,  pumpkins,  and  branches 
filled  with  leaves,  cranberries  and  peanuts. 

A five-piece  hillbilly  band  provided 
music  and  impromptu  bits  by  Shipper  Dick 
Parker,  Booker  Tom  Donahue  and  Sales- 
man Bernard  Brager  enlivened  proceed- 
ings. Sales  Manager  C.  H.  Weaver  resur- 
rected a well  known  barroom  ditty  and 
Booker  Bill  Kroeger  and  his  wife  made  a 
more  or  less  perfect  duet,  while  Contract 
Clerk  Louise  Kay  made  her  bid  as  a song- 
stress. Mrs.  Lloyd  Henrich,  wife  of  the 
chief  accountant  and  formerly  with  the 
Chicago  Civic  Opera,  led  the  audience  in 
song. 

In  charge  of  refreshments  was  Mrs.  Sim- 
mons with  a battery  of  volunteers. 


A Simple  Ceremony  as 
B,  G.  Herber  Weds 

Dallas — A wedding  of  unusual  trade  in- 
terest occurred  here  last  Friday  night 
when  B.  G.  Herber  and  Miss  Evelyn  Har- 
ris were  united  in  marriage  at  Cliff  Tem- 
ple Baptist  Church  with  Dr.  Wallace  Bas- 
sett officiating.  About  80  relatives  and 
friends  attended  the  simple  and  informal 
ceremony,  after  which  a reception  was 
held  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  sister.  The 
couple  received  many  gifts,  among  which 
was  a silver  seiwice  from  the  Warner  Bros. 
Club. 

The  bride  has  been  a popular  employe  of 
the  Warner  exchange  for  several  years  and 
the  groom  is  the  junior  partner  in  the 
equipment  company  of  Herber  Bros.  They 
are  at  home  in  Oak  Cliff. 


Out  of  the  ordinary,  is  the  fact  that  two 
brothers,  and  owners  of  the  same  business, 
join  the  ranks  of  benedicts  only  about 
three  weeks  apart.  Boxoffice  recently  car- 
ried the  story  of  Ernest  P.  Berber’s  mar- 
riage. ' 


Lamour  to  Rebuild 

Dallas — Reliable  sources  here  say  that 
Martin  Lamour  has  let  a contract  for  the 
complete  rebuilding  of  his  National  Thea- 
tre at  Graham,  which  was  damaged  by 
fire  several  weeks  ago. 


T ELLA  WARREN,  author  of  “Foundation 
Stone,”  and  her  mother,  Mrs.  B.  S. 
Warren  of  Washington,  were  house  guests 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Smart.  Smart  is 
with  Carolina  Theatres,  Inc.  . . . R.  L. 
Wommack,  father  of  Mrs.  James  E.  Hobbs 
of  Oklahoma  City,  died  recently  in  a local 
hospital.  He  was  superintendent  of  the 
street  railway  and  bus  lines  in  Charlotte. 
Mrs.  Hobbs  is  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Hobbs, 
who  is  with  the  Universal  exchange  in 
Oklahoma  City. 

Visitors  in  town  last  week:  R.  Glenn 
Davis  of  Ahoskie,  H.  P.  Howell  of  Smith- 
field,  C.  H.  Cordell  and  P.  J.  Cordell  of 
Wallace,  and  Fay  Cordell  of  Fairmont  . . . 
Much  interest  in  film  circles  concerning 
the  consent  decree  hearing  . . . The  pro- 
grain committee  for  the  December  con- 
vention of  the  TOA  of  the  Carolinas  is 
working  on  topics  for  discussion  and 
speakers.  F.  H.  Beddingfield  is  chairman. 
The  other  members  are  Harry  Hardy  of 
Charlotte  and  G.  W.  Parr  of  Lancaster, 
S.  C. 

Sound  Engineering  Service  recently 
placed  sound  equipment  in  the  New,  Mai- 
den. Albert  Miller  is  owner  and  manager. 
He  also  operates  the  Rivoli  and  Grand  at 
Lincolnton.  New  sound  has  also  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Lincoln  at  Raleigh,  one  of 
the  most  modern  colored  houses  in  this 
section.  At  Madison,  SESCO  has  installed 
sound  in  the  Patovi.  T.  A.  Mashburn  is 
manager.  Service  contracts  have  been 
completed  with  the  Dixie  at  Scotland  Neck, 
Bijou  at  Greenville,  S.  C.,  the  State  at 
Orangeburg,  S.  C.,  and  the  Lincoln  at 
Raleigh. 
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^HE  Variety  Club  directors  last  Wed- 
nesday re-elected  to  serve  for  another 
term  the  following:  William  K.  Jenkins, 
Chief  Barker;  Harry  Ballance,  assistant 
Chief  Barker;  Charles  E.  Kessnich,  second 
assistant  Chief  Barker;  R.  B.  Wilby,  Dough 
Guy,  and  E.  E.  Whitaker,  Property  Mas- 
ter . . . Universal  salesmen  in  town  last 
weekend  were  Tom  Miller,  C.  T.  Jordan, 
Roy  Brauer  and  E.  F.  Cox  . . . Thomas 
H.  Read,  manager  of  the  Pox,  reports  that 
Lucas  & Jenkins  has  loaned  the  use  of 
the  theatre  to  the  Women’s  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  a “Buy  a Doll,  Dress  a 
Doll”  campaign  to  collect  dolls  for  the 
Salvation  Army  Christmas  Toy  Shop.  “A 
doll  or  a dime”  is  the  admission  for  the 
show  . . . John  Mangham,  Monogram 
Southern  Exchange,  is  in  Hollywood  on 
business. 

The  Saturday  football  games  are  bring- 
ing an  overflow  of  visitors  to  toum.  Those 
attending  the  Tech- Alabama  game  last 
week  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Dunn,  Ca- 
milla Theatre,  Camilla,  Ga.;  Paul  Engler, 
Famous,  Birmingham,  Ala.;  Lester  Neely, 
Neely  Theatres,  Marion,  Ala.;  Rufus  Davis, 
Dothan,  Ala.;  Col.  Thomas  E.  Orr,  All 
Amusements,  Inc.,  Albertville,  Ala.,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Howard  Schuessler,  Lam  Amuse- 
ment Company,  Rome,  Ga.  . . . Other  vis- 
itors included:  William  S.  Johnson,  Mar- 
tin Theatres,  Columbus,  Ga.;  A.  E.  Adams 
and  Roy  Martin  of  the  same  office;  Curtis 
Ware,  Royce  Theatre,  Royston,  Ga.;  Wal- 
ter Brackin,  Dale,  Ozark,  Ala.;  J.  Jarrell, 
Roxy,  Commerce,  Ga.;  Fred  McLendon, 
Lilfred,  Union  Springs,  Ala.;  R.  A.  Hughes, 
Frances,  Camming,  Ga.;  W.  V.  Vanden- 
burg,  Pageland,  Pageland,  S.  C.;  Nat  Wil- 
liams, Roosevelt,  Jefferson,  Ga. 

Jeff  Davis,  braiach  manager  for  United 
Artists,  is  hearing  a lot  of  hammering  and 
tearing  up  as  his  exchange  is  redecorated 
. . . Lucas  & Jenkins’  new  Ritz,  Gaines- 
ville, Ga.,  will  open  November  29  . . . 
Variety  Club  members  and  guests  were 
entertained  at  a cocktail  party  in  the 
clubrooms  following  the  Tech-Florida  foot- 
ball game  . . . J.  Goldsmith,  publicist  for 
Warner  Bros.,  is  recuperating  from  a sud- 
den illness. 

T.  K.  Jones,  Ritz,  Dadeville,  Ala.  {who 
acquired  the  title  of  mayor  some  time 
back — but  didn’t  let  us  know),  was  in 
town  . . . N.  E.  Savini,  Savini  Films,  and 
the  Mrs.  will  leave  for  an  extensive  tour 
of  Florida  this  week,  combining  business 
and  pleasure  . . . Joe  Garfunkle  has  sold 
his  Cinema,  Nassau,  Bahamas,  to  Charles 
Bethell,  who  also  operates  the  Savoy  and 
Nassau  theatres  there  . . . John  Jenkins, 
Million  Dollar  Productions,  is  in  Holly- 
wood . . . “Jack”  Frost,  Buckhead  Thea- 
tre, is  practically  a stranger  on  the  Row 
since  he  started  building  his  neiv  house. 

Charlie  Lester,  National  Screen,  has  just 
returned  from  Florida  . . . A.  J.  Hook  jr.. 
Hook  Theatres,  Aliceville,  Ala.,  was  in  town 
booking  for  the  first  time  in  months  . . . 
John  T.  Ezell,  branch  manager  for  Uni- 
versal, is  in  Nashville  . . . John  D.  Fevre 
is  building  a new  colored  theatre  at  New- 
man, Ga.,  and  anticipates  opening  around 
December  1 . . . Capitol  City  Supply  re- 
ports the  sale  of  new  equipment  to  Cum- 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
IHf.’Va  Morri>  .^vf.  Phone  3-X66.T 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


Independent  Theatres  New 
House  Will  Open  Nov,  28 


Chattanooga,  Tenn. — Opening  of  the 
Capitol,  new  local  theatre  being  erected 
by  Independent  Theatres,  Inc.,  is  set  for 
November  28,  which  is  Thanksgiving  Day 
in  Tennessee. 

The  house  will  seat  600  and  will  bring 
big-time  vaudeville  to  Chattanooga.  It 
is  the  seventh  house  to  be  opened  by  In- 
dependent Theatres,  of  which  Abe  Solomon 
is  president.  Abe  Borisky,  secretary-treas- 
urer of  the  owners,  will  be  manager.  First 
run  pictures  will  be  featured  with  three 
changes  weekly.  RCA  equipment  is  being 
installed. 

An  innovation  will  be  broadcasting  of  the 
one-hour  stage  show,  with  which  the 
house  will  open  at  noon  each  day. 


Honeycutt  Reports 

La  Porte,  Tex. — Here’s  a stop-the-press 
item  as  reported  by  Rufus  Honeycutt, 
manager  of  the  Port  Theatre:  “Hei’e  is 
real  news  about  the  biggest  boxoffice  at- 
traction since  the  ‘Birth  of  a Nation.’ 
At  20  minutes  past  two  o’clock  the  morn- 
ing of  November  16,  we  put  on  a preview 
of  a sleeper,  but  not  for  long.  Its  musical 
score  was  tremendous.  The  name  of  this 
picture,  Julius  Clifford  Honeycutt,  a big 
10-pound  boy.” 


"Happiness  Party" 

Birmingham,  Ala. — The  12th  annual 
Alabama  Theatre  “Happiness  Party”  was 
held  Friday.  The  event  is  sponsored  in 
cooperation  with  the  Birmingham  News 
and  Age-Herald.  Children  bringing  toys 
are  admitted  free.  The  toys  are  then  col- 
lected and  distributed  to  poor  kids. 


Sign  Little  Theatre  Actor 

Hollywood — Keith  Huish,  Little  Thea- 
tre player,  has  signed  a term  pact  at 
Paramount. 


berland  Amusement  Co.,  for  their  new 
theatres  at  Tullahoma  and  Pulaski,  Tenn., 
opening  around  December  1;  and  new  re- 
flector arc  equipment  to  the  Park,  Mc- 
Minnville, Tenn.  . . . R.  G.  McClure,  sales- 
man for  20th  Century-Fox,  enjoyed  a be- 
lated vacation  at  home  this  week  resting 
up. 

Republic  held  its  regional  sales  meetmg 
at  the  Peabody  Hotel,  November  20,  at 
Memphis.  The  meeting  was  presided  over 
by  Herbert  J.  Yates,  Jimmy  Grainger  and 
Arthur  C.  Bromberg.  Managers  attending 
included:  Henry  Glover,  Atlanta;  L.  V. 
Seichsnaydre,  New  Orleans;  Cy  Dillon, 
Charlotte;  Harold  Laird,  Tampa,  and  Wil- 
liam Snelson,  Memphis  . . . The  Drive-In 
at  Durham,  N.  C.,  owned  by  George  Wilby 
and  associates,  has  been  closed  for  the 
winter  . . . Roy  Bettis  has  been  added  to 
the  personnel  of  Amity  exchange  in  the 
capacity  of  salesman. 

Arthur  C.  Bromberg,  president  of  Re- 
public of  the  Southeast,  was  a speaker 
at  the  Arkansas  Theatre  Owners’  conven- 
tion' in  Little  Rock  . . . Perry  Spencer, 
publicist  at  Republic,  and  the  Mrs.  will 
fly  to  New  York  this  week  where  they 
will  be  the  guests  of  Herbert  J.  Yates, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Republic  Pic- 
tures . . . Bettemae  Reams,  daughter  of 
Sid  Reams,  Theatrical  Printing  Co.,  will 
fly  home  from  Marjorie  Webster  School 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  to  spend  the  holi- 
days with  her  family. 


^ AWTOMIE 

H ZTECA  FILM  NOTES;  Dave  Young  sr., 
Brownsville,  and  George  L.  Wood,  who 
pilots  the  Rio  down  Mercedes  way,  were 
midweek  show  shoppers  . . . One  film  ex- 
change manager’s  son  from  Indiana  is  at- 
tending Jefferson  Senior  High  School.  He 
is  Gordon  Craddock  jr.  . . . The  famed 
“Lasso  Wizards”  of  the  above  school  went 
before  the  cameras  again  last  week  with 
Miss  Constance  Douglas  handling  the 
megaphone;  Russell  Ervin  at  the  camera, 
and  Jack  Eaton  producing  the  short  for 
Paramount  release  in  January. 

The  Boys’  Club  of  San  Antonio,  in  co- 
operation with  the  Red  Cross  of  Bexar 
County,  sponsored  the  showing  of  a mo- 
tion picture  entitled  “Footsteps”  in  six 
elementary  schools  . . . Armistice  Day  re- 
ceipts in  all  local  showhouses  went  way 
“over  the  top”  in  averages  . . . Linda  Dar- 
nell was  expected  here  on  her  hop  from 
Los  Angeles  to  Mexico  City  . . . During  the 
week  of  December  12,  when  all  Mexicans 
celebrate  the  Feast  of  Our  Lady  of  Guada- 
lupe, the  Azteca  Films  will  release  “La 
Reina  de  Mexico”  (The  Queen  of  Mexico). 

After  playing  to  capacity  houses  for  a 
week  at  the  Majestic,  “NWMP”  was 
switched  over  to  the  Texas  for  an  ex- 
tended week’s  run  at  40  and  55  cents  ... 
The  new  cashier  out  at  the  Drive-In  is 
Katherine  DeSold,  who  formerly  held  a 
similar  position  at  the  Palace  downtown 
. . . Phillip  Handley,  whose  brother  Lee  Roy 
is  skipper  of  a suburban  theatre  here,  writ- 
ing back  from  San  Diego  where  he  is  now 
in  training  with  one  of  the  large  airplane 
factories  there  . . . Betty  Brooks,  erstwhile 
theatrical  dancer,  is  a new  member  of  the 
132  Club  here.  She  hails  from  Portland, 
Me.  . . . Milton  Beck,  roadshow  emcee,  has 
returned  after  playing  dates  in  Las  Vegas, 
N.  M.,  and  on  the  west  coast. 

Monroe  Cauble  had  a role  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Texas  experimental  theatre  pro- 
duction, “The  Great  Magician,”  which  was 
presented  at  Austin,  recently  . . . Henry 
Krumm  rushed  the  deer  season  just  a lit- 
tle the  other  day,  knocking  over  an  eight- 
point  buck  with  his  new  Oldsmobile  some- 
where between  Mountain  Home  and  Rock 
Springs.  No  gain — the  sheriff  got  the  veni- 
son and  “H.  G.”  got  a bill  for  20  bucks  for 
fender  repairs. 

Louie  Armstrong  and  his  orchestra 
slated  for  a one-nighter  at  the  Olmos 
Saturday  . . . The  Majestic  gave  away  20 
dressed  turkeys  as  prizes  to  their  patrons 
Wednesday  night  . . . Bill  Elliott,  star  of 
Columbia  westerns,  and  Junior  Prewitt, 
singing  cowboy,  made  personal  appear- 
ances on  the  Empire  stage  Friday  and 
Saturday  in  conjunction  with  their  latest 
picture,  “Prairie  Schooners.” 


ABOUT  EL  PASO: 

JfENNY  BAKER,  star  of  Fred  Allen’s 
radio  show,  was  interviewed  over 
KROD  twice  recently  while  he  was  in  town 
filling  a concert  engagement.  Initial  in- 
terview took  place  during  the  “Meet  the 
Plane”  series  when  the  singer  arrived  In 
El  Paso  from  New  York  City. 


Recent  visitor  to  the  Azteca  Film  Dis- 
tributing Co.  of  Texas  office  was  Jose 
Carabaza,  Laredo  film  exchange  manager- 
owner. 


Paramount’s  “NWMP”  was  held  over  at 
the  Plaza  last  week  for  an  extended  run  by 
popular  demand. 


New  Azteca  releases:  “Calumnia;”  “Amor 
De  Los  Amores,”  Mexico’s  screen  hit  of  the 
year,  and  “Ahi  Esta  El  Detalle.” 
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PMILE  GEORGE  of  the  colored  theatres 
in  Port  Arthur,  the  Lincoln  and  Dixie, 
said  on  his  current  booking  trip  that  he  is 
now  enlarging  and  remodeling  the  Dixie 
. . . Around  the  R&R  office  a few  days  ago 
were  G.  B.  Proctor  and  H.  M.  Marsh,  part- 
ners at  Muskogee,  and  Mack  Dunn  and  J. 
W.  Courtney,  partners  in  Mineral  Wells. 
Earl  Schultz,  manager  at  Crockett,  was  in 
about  the  same  time. 

Sam  Kirchheimer  of  the  Northside  at 
Houston  and  his  son,  Ned,  associated  with 
him,  arrived  here  Sunday  on  personal  busi- 
ness and  wound  up  hooking  matters  on  the 
Row  Monday  morning  before  returning 
home  via  Austin  where  they  spent  the 
night  with  kinsmen.  Sam  said  there  was 
nothing  to  say  about  the  status  of  his  suit 
against  Interstate.  However,  it  is  believed 
he  conferred  with  attorneys  over  a possible 
settlement.  He  did  say  he  caught  a nice 
six-pound  red  fish  in  coastal  waters  a few 
days  ago  and  that  Jack  Groves,  as  usual, 
and  several  other  sportsmen  were  in  the 
party. 

Karl  Ly brand  jr.,  alert  manager  of  the 
two  Wills  Point  houses,  has  purchased  a 
new  car  for  theatre  work  in  which  he  will 
make  all  points  regularly  in  his  trade  ter- 
ritory. Lybrand  was  here  Tuesday  . . . Ray 
Elkins,  R&R  purchasing  agent,  is  again 
using  his  needle  point  pencil  after  a slight 
accident  which  happened  on  the  lawn  of 
his  home  one  recent  balmy  evening.  Ray 
sat  down  in  one  of  those  collapsible  out- 
door chairs  and  it  performed  without  no- 
tice, catching  his  forefinger  in  a very  pain- 
ful manner. 

John  Jenkins,  distributor  of  Million  Dol- 
lar all-colored  cast  pictures  and  others,  has 
been  in  Hollywood  on  product  matters  and 
is  expected  back  this  week  end  . . . C.  C. 
Walker,  who  recently  purchased  the  Best 
at  Handley,  has  become  a regular  on  the 
Row,  getting  everything  lined  up  in  his 
new  situation.  One  of  his  first  acts  ivas 
completing  a deal  for  a year’s  subscrip- 
tion to  Boxoffice. 

Tol  and  Mrs.  Teeter  of  the  Joy  thea- 
tres in  Houston  and  San  Antonio  were 
visitors  on  the  Row.  Others  seen  were:  J. 
C.  Chatmas,  Marlin;  B.  R.  McLendon,  At- 
lanta; Walter  McNatt  and  Mrs.  McNatt, 
Naples:  L.  C.  Tidball,  Port  Worth;  Wil- 
lard Barnes,  Alvarado:  Willard  Sadler, 
Weatherford:  Martin  Lamour,  Graham, 
and  J.  K.  Buckner  of  Grapevine,  who  was 
completing  last-minute  details  for  the 
grand  opening  of  his  new  and  streamlined 
Palace  Thursday  night. 

Robert  H.  and  Mrs.  Walker  (the  latter 
Phyllis  Isley)  are  expected  here  over  the 
weekend  on  a visit  to  her  parents,  the  Phil 
R.  Isleys.  They  are  on  their  way  to  New 
York.  She  is  of  the  stage  and  he  of  radio 
. . . Alfred  N.  Sack,  head  of  Sack  Amuse- 
ment Enterprises  here,  left  Thursday  for 
Hollywood  to  look  over  the  product  situa- 
tion. He  will  also  make  a pleasure  stay  in 
Palm  Springs  and  will  be  gone  in  all  about 
three  weeks. 


Xmas  Toy  Show 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Ben  Garrett,  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Paramount,  is  one  of 
a committee  of  four  directing  a local  drive 
through  theatres  and  the  city  fire  depart- 
ment to  obtain  Christmas  toys  for  the  poor. 
The  Paramount  will  present  a Saturday 
morning  matinee  with  the  admission  fee 
a toy  of  some  kind. 


TuUahoma  Soldiers  Camp 
Spur  to  Construction 

Txjllahoma,  Tenn.  — Crescent  Amuse- 
ment Co.  of  Nashville  is  rushing  a new 
theatre  to  completion  here  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  coming  to  Camp  Peay  of  25,- 
000  to  30,000  soldiers  early  next  year. 
Other  houses  at  nearby  Manchester  and 
Winchester,  too,  are  being  enlarged  and 
remodeled.  As  a part  of  the  social  center 
of  the  camp  itself,  the  government  will 
construct  two  theatres. 

B.  R,  McLendon  to  Open 
New  House  in  Linden 

Dallas — B.  R.  McLendon  of  Atlanta  will 
open  his  new  theatre  in  Linden  within  the 
next  few  days.  He  is  also  remodeling  the 
Capitol  there.  W.  W.  McNatt  of  Naples, 
who  had  planned  to  take  over  the  Lin- 
den house,  said  here  Tuesday  that  he 
withdrew  when  McLendon  made  known 
plans  to  enter  the  town. 

Bex  Foster  Sells  Poster 
Exchange  in  N,  O. 

New  Orleans — Rex  Foster,  independent 
poster  dealer,  has  sold  out  to  Advertising 
Accessories  and  moved  into  the  National 
Screen  building  on  Cleveland  Avenue. 

The  sole  independent  poster  exchange 
now  left  in  the  city  is  Exhibitors  Poster 
Exchange,  operated  by  W.  H.  Cobb  and 
R.  J.  Hoffman. 


Salles  Holds  Food  Matinee 

New  Orleans — Warren  Salles  of  the 
Garden  Theatre  held  a food  matinee  be- 
fore Thanksgiving,  turning  over  the  ar- 
ticles of  food  he  received  as  admissions,  to 
the  needy  in  his  neighborhood. 


Samuel  Rogers  Davis  to  Wed 
Kingsport,  Tenn. — Announcement  of  the 
wedding  scheduled  for  early  December  of 
Samuel  Rogers  Davis,  manager  of  the 
Strand  Theatre,  has  been  published. 


New  Maya  to  Bow 

Beeville,  Tex. — The  new  Maya,  owned 
and  operated  by  Francisco  Torres,  was  to 
open  here  November  21. 


^HE  new  Roxy,  R&R  house,  held  its 

formal  opening  recently.  The  theatre 
has  been  completely  rebuilt  and  remodeled 
. . . It  is  announced  that  all  employes  of 
Malco  Theatres,  Inc.,  in  Arkansas  who 
have  to  leave  for  a year’s  training  in  the 
selective  draft  program  will  find  their 
jobs  waiting  for  them  when  they  return. 

Jeanette  MacDonald  appeared  at  the 
Robinson  Memorial  Auditorium  recently. 
She  sang  a number  of  songs  which  she 
has  popularized  in  her  motion  pictures. 

Robert  Harper,  manager  of  the  Ritz, 
Parkin,  announces  that  a complete  new 
sound  system  has  been  installed  . . . Ex- 
tensive improvements  are  planned  for  the 
Paramount  at  Helena.  All  seats  will  be 
upholstered. 


IIHIICIIU^TOM 

J^OY  MATLIDGE  has  been  transferred 

from  the  Tower  to  the  River  Oaks  to 
take  over  the  treasurer’s  duties  . . . Eddie 
Bremer  of  the  Kirby  directed  the  annual 
Fireman’s  Ball  to  a profit  of  more  than 
$6,000  this  year  . . . Recent  callers  at  Bob 
Kelley’s  office  were  Jack  Dailey,  Para- 
mount publicist,  and  John  Leroy  John- 
ston, personal  representative  of  Walter 
Wanger  . . . J.  I.  Roberts  of  the  Dallas 
branch  of  National  Theatre  Supply  was 
in  town  on  business. 

Ray  Hay,  “Boomps”  Coogler  and  Earl 
Smith  brought  back  spven  ducks  after  an 
expedition  . . . Red  Kramer.  Majestic 
booth,  went  fishing  and  caught  a bad 
cold  instead  . . . Tommy  Howell,  who  di- 
rects the  destiny  of  the  Almeda.  is  not 
bothered  by  the  fact  that  his  draft  num- 
ber was  amona  the  first  drawn:  in  fact, 
he  is  rather  pleased  that  he  will  have  a 
chance  to  get  his  training  period  over 
right  away  and  get  back  to  work. 

Wally  Weedfall,  Interstate  sound  tech- 
nician. wants  a recount  on  the  presiden- 
tial campaign.  He  is  still  paying  off  on 
Willkie  . . . “Boomps”  Coogler  and  Joe 
Kramer,  lATSE.  were  kept  busy  the  week 
of  the  Shrine  Circus  which  the  Arabia 
Temole  puts  on  each  year  for  the  Crippled 
Children’s  Hospital  Fund  . . . “Dan  Cuoid” 
is  working  overtime  around  the  theatres 
of  this  section.  Recent  marriages  include 
those  of  Howard  Skelton  of  the  Maiestic 
and  Woodrow  Watner,  with  others  in  the 
offing. 

Bobby  Bixley.  Interstate  student  rnana- 
aer.  introduced  Al  Lever  and  Bob  Kelley 
to  Linda  Darnell  when  she  stopped  over 
at  the  airport  for  a few  minutes  . . . The 
call  to  colors  is  ieainning  to  take  its  toll 
among  local  theatre  employes.  Emery 
Borne,  treasurer  at  the  Yale,  is  serving  his 
year’s  training  period  with  the  Marine 
Reserves  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  Martin 
Pike,  chief  usher  at  the  North  Main,  is 
now  an  enlisted  man  for  three  years.  He 
is  stationed  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston  in  San 
Antonio. 

Ted  Lewis  and  his  stage  troupe  wore  a 
deep  path  to  the  Met  boxoffice  on  the 
same  program  with  M-G-M’s  “Dulcy”  . . . 
Held  over  at  the  Loew’s  for  a second  week 
was  Chaplin’s  “Great  Dictator.”  and  the 
Maiestic  had  two  big  weeks  with  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  . . . Preston  Huey 
moves  from  the  River  Oakes  to  relieve 
Emery  Borne  as  treasurer  at  the  Yale  . . . 
Melba  Farrar  will  return  to  the  Alabama 
boxoffice  within  the  next  few  weeks  after 
an  appendicitis  operation. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

1026  SANTA  FE  BLDG.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  texas 
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^JIKE  CIANCIOLO,  who  is  affectionately 
known  on  Filmrow  as  “Uncle  Mike,” 
and  his  son.  Augustine,  held  the  formal 
opening  of  his  Luciann  Theatre  on  Sat- 
urday, November  9.  The  house  seats  ap- 
proximately 1,200,  and  was  built  at  a cost 
of  $100,000.  Part  of  the  building  is  of 
two  story  construction  with  offices  on  the 
upper  floor  and  stores  on  the  lower  in  ad- 
dition to  the  theatre  lobby. 

Leroy  Renfro  and  Ralph  Abramson  of 
the  Grove  at  Holly  Grove.  Ark.,  paid  the 
Roio  their  first  visit  in  many  rveeks  . . . 
Malco  Theatres.  Inc.,  have  invited  all 
holders  of  No.  158,  in  this  territory,  the 
first  draft  numeral,  to  see  “The  World 
in  Flames”  at  the  Malco  as  its  special 
guests  . . . Buster  Clark,  formerly  mana- 
aer  of  the  Linden  Circle  and  Memphian 
Theatres,  is  the  neiv  shinper  and  poster 
clerk  at  Monogram  Southern. 

Exhibitors  recently  on  the  Row:  P.  E. 
Morris.  Revent,  Tndianola.  Miss.:  Mi.«s 
Emma  Cox.  Gem.  Osceola.  Ark.:  Earl  Van- 
diver. Vandiver.  Kennett.  Mo.;  Miss  Elise 
Hanks.  Ritz.  Crenshaw.  Miss.:  A.  J.  Tilgh- 
man.  Tchula.  Tchula.  Mi.ss.:  John  Shan- 
non. Shannon.  Portageville.  Mo.:  C.  N. 
Jenkins.  New.  McCrory,  Ark.;  C.  N.  Eudy, 
Ackerman.  Ackerman.  Miss.:  Burris  & 
Henley  Smith.  Imnerial.  Pocahontas.  Ark.; 
Mrs.  G.  H.  Brewer.  Savoy.  Clarksdale, 
Miss.;  W.  O.  Tavlor.  Untown.  Dresden. 
Tenn.:  W.  G.  “Buster”  Clark.  Alamo.  Pine 
Bluff.  Ark.:  W.  E.  Rine-ger.  New.  Leach- 
ville.  Ark.:  W.  N.  Hammer.  Town,  Col- 
lierville, Tenn.:  Norman  Fair.  Fair.  Som- 
erville, Tenn.:  W.  F.  Ruffin.  Ruffin 
Amusement  Co..  Covington.  Tenn.:  G.  H. 
Goff.  Rustic.  Parsons.  Tenn.:  Miss  Louise 
Mask.  Luez.  Bolivar.  Tenn.:  W.  H.  Caver, 
Von.  Booneville,  Miss. 

M.  H.  Brandon,  president  of  Film  Tran- 
sit. Hic..  of  Charlotte,  has  svent  the  last 
three  weeks  in  Memphis,  working  with  his 
local  office  . . . Juanita  Scruags.  Warner 
cashier,  is  back  at  her  desk  after  a vaca- 
tion in  Chattanooga.  Tenn.  . . . M.  A. 
Lightman  sr.  and  ir.  .spent  several  days 
on  a combination  business  and  pleasure 


QPENINGS  of  major  importance  in  both 
local  circuits  marked  the  current  w'eek 
in  Miami.  Tuesday  evening  saw  the  doors 
of  the  Surf  reopened  for  the  season  with 
the  showing,  currently  with  the  Lincoln, 
of  “The  Great  Dictator.”  Both  of  these 
beach  houses  are  Wometco. 

The  long  looked  for  opening  of  the  new 
Paramount  neighborhod  de  luxe  house, 
the  Boulevard,  was  celebrated  Thursday 
evening  with  official  pomp  and  ceremony. 
Charles  Whitaker,  formerly  in  charge  of 
the  Cinema,  is  manager  of  the  new  house. 

Stanley  Stern  supervises  activities  at  the 
Surf  as  well  as  the  Cameo.  Fred  Greene 
has  returned  to  officiate  as  his  assistant 
manager  at  that  newly  reopened  North 
Beach  deluxer,  the  Surf.  Stanley  is  much 
relieved  these  days,  incidentally,  since  a 
wedding  picture  of  the  “other  Stanley 
Steam”  has  been  published.  He  has  in- 
disputable evidence  to  back  up  his  denials 
now. 

The  new  face  presiding  over  activities 
in  the  publicity  offices  of  Paramount  En- 
terprises. Inc.,  is  M.  E.  Pettingill,  recently 
arrived  in  Miami  from  the  east.  Several 
other  major  changes  in  the  circuit  are  in 


trip  in  Chicago,  after  which  Lightman  flew 
to  the  west  coast,  and  M.  A.  jr.  returned 
to  his  office  at  the  Malco  Theatre. 

The  two  local  exhibitors  who  never  miss 
a football  game,  regardless  of  the  weather, 
E.  R.  Gillette,  of  the  Bristol  and  Walter 
Parham  of  the  Royal,  sat  through  the 
downpour  until  the  final  whistle  blew  for 
the  Tennessee-Southwestern  game,  bliss- 
fully unaware  of  the  fact  that  practically 
everyone  else  had  left  the  stadium  long 
before. 

Merritt  Davis,  Republic  salesman  for 
Arkansas,  who  makes  his  headquarters  in 
Little  Rock,  paid  the  local  office  a visit 
. . . True  Thompson,  who  operates  three 
Colored  theatres  in  Dallas,  besides  other 
business  interests,  has  been  taking  part 
in  the  Memphis  Little  Theatre  production. 
“Margin  for  Error.” 

Prances  McIntyre,  cashier,  and  Ilene 
Lindsay,  assistant  cashier  at  Universal, 
are  back  from  a visit  to  Hot  Springs  . . . 
W.  P.  Sonneman,  who  operates  theatres 
in  Fayetteville,  Springdale  and  Bentonville, 
paid  the  Row  his  regular  monthly  booking 
visit  . . . Dave  Flexer  is  very  busy  these 
days  supervising  the  construction  of  a 
new  front  and  marquee  for  his  Ritz 
Theatre. 

K.  H.  Kinney  held  the  formal  opening 
of  his  new  Hays  Theatre  at  Hughes.  Ark., 
on  Wednesday,  November  13.  The  local 
Warner  exchange  and  the  Warner  Thea- 
tre are  joining  in  the  drive  to  finance  an 
ambulance,  a mobile  feeding  unit,  and  21 
hospital  beds  and  equipment  for  the  Brit- 
ish cause  . . . Wilfred  Bonds  has  taken 
over  the  operation  of  the  theatre  in  Dyer, 
Tenn.,  which  is  now  known  as  the  Dyer. 

Barney  Woolner  closed  his  Drive-In 
in  Memphis  November  16,  after  a very 
successful  first  year’s  operation.  He  ad- 
vises his  re-opening  will  be  around  the 
first  of  April.  After  a short  vacation 
he  and  Mrs.  Woolner  will  make  their  home 
in  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  this  winter,  which  is 
going  home  to  Mrs.  Woolner.  and  Barney 
has  taken  over  the  management  of  a 
local  suburban  house  in  Ft.  Wayne. 


process  following  the  appointment  of 
George  Hoover  as  the  organization’s  new 
city  maiiager.  Advancing  from  the  Colony 
to  the  Sheridan,  the  circuit’s  Miami  Beach 
deluxer,  is  Austin  Moon.  Billy  Pratt,  down 
from.  Atlanta,  now  presides  at  the  Colony. 

Again  in  the  spotlight  for  the  second 
time  in  as  many  months.  Commander  John 
E.  Burks,  of  the  Max  Fleischer  Studio,  ar- 
ranged the  rendezvous  which  local  yachts- 
men had,  in  the  form  of  a floating  recep- 
tion at  the  Seventy-Ninth  Street  cause- 
way Tuesday,  with  the  yachts  in  the  South- 
ward Ho  cruise  of  the  American  Power 
Boat  Ass’n.  Burks  is  commander  of  the 
Miami  unit  of  the  United  States  Power 
Squadron. 

Their  usual  substantial  food  contribu- 
tion will  be  turned  over  to  the  Miami  Sal- 
vation Army  as  the  result  of  Wometco 
theatres’  annual  “canned  goods”  matinee. 
Accepted  price  of  admission  is  a can  of 
food  of  any  kind  . . . even  though  in  some 
past  instances,  cans  marked  “sample — 
NOT  to  be  sold,”  have  been  traded  upon. 
As  a matter  of  fact,  canned  matinees  can 
usually  be  counted  on  for  a new  flock 
of  nifties  each  year — particularly  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  Lincoln. 


Ct  ^ 

: The  Carolinas  : 
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f Continued  from  page  58) 
that  much  of  the  understructure  is  by 
Henry  Ford,  and  there’s  a hitch-hiker 
named  Robert  on  the  Oldsmobile  running 
board ! 

Oil  Companies  Fear  Loss  of  Foreign 
Markets,  reads  a headline  in  the  Raleigh 
News-Observer.  Mulling  the  thing  over, 
we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  there 
need  be  no  fear  of  using  up  the  surplus, 
so  long  as  our  car  keeps  to  the  road. 

Out-Hurring  Ben  Hur 

What’s  this  strange  influence  of  Lum 
’n’  Abner?  When  all  returns  are  in,  this 
picture  may  prove  to  be  as  great  as  Ben 
Hur  in  getting  out  the  ungettables.  E.  E. 
Wade  of  the  Iris  in  Belmont,  N.  C.,  has 
this  to  say: 

“We  had  a woman  come  out  and  praise 
the  picture.  She  hadn’t  been  to  a show 
in  20  years,  she  said.  Other  farmer  folk 
handed  their  money  to  the  usher.  They 
simply  didn’t  understand  there  was  a box- 
office.” 

News  from  Fayetteville  is  that  the  way 
to  Sunday  shows  may  be  paved  at  last. 
Leon  Gibson,  Broadway  manager,  was 
fined  $100  for  permitting  a Saturday 
owl  show  picture  to  run  into  Sabbath 
wee  hours.  A recorder’s  court  judge  held 
the  ordinance  invalid,  being  unreasonable 
and  not  general  in  application,  but  kept 
open  the  door  for  an  appeal  by  the  state, 
if  desired.  With  40,000  soldiers  hereabouts, 
Fayetteville,  definitely  on  a boom,  may 
get  the  boon  of  Sunday  shows,  which 
nearby  Raleigh,  the  capital,  has  had  for 
years. 

Like  Wine,  Improves  With  Age 

We’re  on  a still-hunt  for  pictures  of 
the  oldest  exhibitors  in  the  Two  Caro- 
linas. In  our  possession  are  prints  of 
Drake  at  Wadesboro,  Batchelor  at  Wel- 
don, and  Stewart  at  Concord.  Still  miss- 
ing, but  on  the  way,  are  likenesses  of 
other  old-timers  and  when  we  get  them 
all  together  we  plan  to  run  them  side  by 
each  in  Boxoffice.  Memories  are  dim 
when  they  go  way  back  to  the  turn  of 
the  century.  Only  a few  years  separate 
the  starting  points  of  the  handful,  but 
we’re  betting  on  L.  L.  Drake  of  the  An- 
sonia  Theatre  at  Wadesboro,  as  one  of 
the  oldest  in  point  of  continuous  service, 
and  still  active.  He  dates  back  to  ’06,  is 
said  to  be  the  first  in  the  United  States 
to  run  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  had  the  first 
motion  picture  theatre  at  Fayetteville.  Of 
course,  the  daddy  of  them  all  was  H.  B. 
Wells  at  Newberry,  who  passed  away  a 
few  years  ago.  Mr.  Wells’  experience  at 
one  theatre  actually  encompassed  45  years, 
his  start  being  as  an  usher  before  the 
movies  were  born. 

Incidentally,  our  compilation  of  the  old- 
est theatres  in  the  United  States  in  con- 
tinuous service  still  stands,  so  far  as  we 
know.  The  daddy  is,  of  course,  the  Ma- 
sonic at  New  Bern,  N.  C.,  conceived  in 
1799  by  George  Washington  and  com- 
pleted in  1802  or  1803.  Second  comes 
the  National  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  opened 
in  1815.  Third  is  Freddy  Weiss’  Savannah 
at  Savannah,  Ga.,  with  an  1818  tag.  All 
three  of  these  houses  are  now  running  pic- 
tures, which  virtually  have  been  shown 
since  inception  of  the  art. 

A Summerville  Prediction 

As  we  cavort  about  the  Carolinas,  we 
learn  . . . Grange  Cuthbert,  manager  of 
the  Summerville  at  Summerville,  S.  C., 
expects  to  be  a Christmas  papa  . . . R.  S. 
Rogers  jr.  has  a turnstile  arrangement 
that  virtually  has  eliminated  the  bugaboo 
of  passes  at  Cheraw.  If  he  sticks  a thea- 
tre card  in  a merchant’s  window,  inci- 
dentally, he  pays  cash  for  the  service! 
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Independenl  Duo  io 
Open  in  Montreal 


Montreal — The  spring  of  1941  will  wit- 
ness the  opening  of  two  new  independent 
theatres  in  Montreal.  First  to  be  an- 
nounced already  is  under  construction  at 
the  corner  of  Sherbrooke  and  Kingston, 
Notre  Dame  de  Grace,  and  will  be  oper- 
ated by  A.  Wolfe.  Almost  similar  in  con- 
struction will  be  the  second  at  the  corner 
of  St.  Denis  and  Jarry  streets.  Eliasoph 
and  Greenspoon,  architects  of  both  thea- 
tres, withhold  for  the  time  being  the  name 
of  the  owner-operator  of  the  second 
theatre. 

For  the  Notre  Dame  de  Grace  construc- 
tion 150  men  have  been  hired.  The  build- 
ing will  be  “L”  shaped,  with  the  main  en- 
trance on  Sherbrooke  Street.  Glass  brick 
will  be  extensively  used  in  combination 
with  wrought  iron.  Modern  lighting  will 
be  employed  throughout  the  theatre,  as 
well  as  air  conditioning  and  air  cooling. 
Seating  capacity  will  be  825.  The  house 
will  include  a balcony  and  parking  space 
for  150  cars.  The  company’s  offices  will 
be  in  the  building. 

The  north  end  theatre  will  seat  800  and 
will  in  its  general  design  resemble  the 
Notre  Dame  de  Grace  house.  Architects’ 
plans  specify  a modern,  suburban-type 
theatre  equipped  with  the  latest  improve- 
ments in  sound  apparatus.  Drawings  are 
on  the  stadium  plan  and  include  a para- 
bolic reverse  floor  slope. 

Theatres  in  the  North  End,  north  of 
Mount  Royal  Avenue,  already  include  the 
Rivoli,  Plaza,  Dominion,  Regent,  Chateau, 
Mount  Royal,  Outremont,  Empire,  Stella, 
Papineau  and  Beaubien.  In  Notre  Dame 
de  Grace  are  the  Monkland,  Westmount 
and  Empress. 

Toronto  Neighborhood 
House  to  Be  Rebuilt 

Toronto  — Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  has  decided  to  rebuild  the  Alhambra, 
a neighborhood  house  at  Bloor  and  Ba- 
thurst streets,  where  the  Madison,  recently 
leased  by  Midtown  Theatres,  Ltd.,  an  in- 
dependent house,  is  already  being  recon- 
structed. In  each  case,  the  improvements 
include  a streamlined  front  and  extensive 
interior  alterations,  the  outlay  being  an- 
nounced as  more  than  $60,000  for  both 
theatres. 

The  Capitol  at  Trenton,  Ont.,  an  early 
independent  theatre,  has  been  demolished 
and  an  apartment  is  being  erected  on  the 
site.  Trenton  has  two  theatres,  one  of 
which  was  opened  a few  months  ago. 

F-P  Will  Build  De  Luxe 
House  in  Victoria 

Victoria  — Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  has  announced  that  a modern  mo- 
tion picture  theatre  will  be  built  in  the 
heart  of  Victoria’s  business  district.  The 
theatre  will  cost  approximately  $200,000. 

Purchase  of  the  property  on  which  the 
theatre  will  be  constructed  has  been  com- 
pleted and  plans  are  being  prepared.  It  is 
expected  that  construction  work  will  be 
started  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  the  present  time  Famous  Players 
operate  the  Capitol,  Dominion  and  the 
Atlas  theatres  here. 


Toronto  Board  of  Trade 
Film  Section  Election 


Toronto — The  complete  board  of  of- 
ficers of  the  motion  picture  section  of  the 
Toronto  board  of  trade,  representing  all 
branches  of  the  industry,  has  been  re- 
elected for  the  coming  12  months  as  fol- 
lows: 

Chairman,  N.  A.  Taylor,  Independent 
Theatres  Association  of  Ontario;  vice- 
chairman,  Louis  Rosenfeld,  Columbia  Pic- 
tures of  Canada,  Ltd.;  secretary.  F.  D. 
Tolchard,  general  manager  of  the  Board 
of  Trade;  executive,  Harry  Alexander, 
president  of  Independent  Theatres  Asso- 
ciation; Ben  Geldsaler,  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.;  James  P.  O’Loghlin,  20th 
Century-Fox  Film  Corp.,  Ltd. 

The  conciliation  committee  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Harry  Alexander.  Harry  Firestone,  H. 
Freedman  and  N.  A.  Taylor,  representing 
the  independent  exhibitors:  T.  J.  Bragg 
and  Ben  Geldsaler,  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.;  Sam  Fine,  B&F  Theatres,  Ltd.; 
O.  R.  Hanson,  Hanson  Theatres  Corp.; 
Herb  Allen,  Columbia  Pictures  of  Canada; 
Leo  M.  Devaney,  RKO  Pictures  of  Canada, 
Ltd;  Louis  Rosenfeld,  Columbia  Pictures; 
Wolfe  Cohen,  Warner  Bros.,  and  E.  H. 
Wells,  national  secretary  of  the  Film 
Boards  of  Trade. 


Gene  Autry  Finds  Warm 
Welcome  in  Dominion 

Toronto — Gene  Autry  and  his  motor- 
cade made  a stirring  tour  from  Premier 
M.  F.  Hepburn’s  home  in  St.  Thomas,  Ont., 
to  Toronto  for  the  opening  of  the  Patri- 
otic Rodeo  at  the  Coliseum  when  the 
streets  of  cities  and  towns  en  route  were 
crowded  with  cheering  spectators. 

Ernie  Moule  of  Brantford  had  half  the 
populace  of  Brantford  lining  the  thorough- 
fares before  he  dashed  to  Toronto  him- 
self for  the  annual  conclave  of  the  Cana- 
dian Picture  Pioneers.  At  Hamilton, 
Autry  and  his  entourage  received  an  of- 
ficial welcome  from  Mayor  Morrison  at  a 
civic  luncheon.  At  Toronto  he  made  a 
personal  appearance  at  the  banquet  of  the 
Pioneers  in  the  Royal  York  Hotel.  The 
rodeo  was  staged  four  times  in  three  days 
as  a benefit  for  the  bombing  victims  of 
London. 

Among  the  official  guests  at  the  first 
performance  were  Dr.  Roy  Allan  Dafoe, 
physician  to  the  Dionne  Quintuplets:  Sir 
James  Dunn,  Hon.  G.  Howard  Ferguson, 
former  Canadian  High  Commissioner  to 
London:  Air  Commodore  G.  E.  Brooks  of 
the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force;  O.  R.  Han- 
son, president  of  Empire-Universal  Films; 
T.  Gordon  Osier,  T.  J.  Bragg  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  and  Paul  Nathan- 
son,  son  of  N.  L.  Nathanson. 


Enter  Equipment  Field 
Montreal — D.  S.  Reid  and  Son.  com- 
mercial photographers.  Saint  John  and 
Moncton,  have  entered  the  production- 
distribution-equipment  field  at  Moncton, 
and  will  service  the  three  Maritime  pro- 
vinces. 


United  Amusement  Dividend 
Montreal — Directors  of  United  Amuse- 
ment Corp.,  Ltd.,  have  declared  a dividend 
of  40  cents  on  both  the  “A”  and  the  “B” 
shares,  payable  November  30  to  share- 
holders of  record  November  15. 


Plan  Feature  Film  for 
British  Red  Cross 


Toronto — Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke,  on  a 
visit  with  Sir  Gerald  Campbell,  British 
High  Commissioner  to  Canada,  announced 
plans  for  the  making  of  a feature  picture 
in  aid  of  the  British  Red  Cross  in  which  a 
number  of  British  film  stars  in  Hollywood 
would  appear,  the  film  to  be  scripted  by 
Robert  Sherwood,  author  of  “There  Shall 
Be  No  Night,’’  who  conferred  with  Hard- 
wicke during  the  latter’s  stay. 

Both  Sherwood  and  Hardwicke  expressed 
pleasure  in  the  re-election  of  President 
Roosevelt  of  the  United  States  and  Sher- 
wood urged  the  establishment  of  an  Anglo- 
Saxon  Union.  “We  always  get  together 
in  the  long  run  to  win  a war.  Why  not 
unite  in  the  first  place  and  avert  a con- 
flict?” he  asked,  asserting  that  a combina- 
tion of  the  British  Empire  and  the  U.  S.  A. 
could  deal  with  any  enemy  allies.  Sher- 
wood, who  served  with  the  42nd  Canadian 
Battalion  in  the  last  war,  declared  that 
his  play  would  be  made  into  a screen  fea- 
ture and  expressed  his  belief  that  “any- 
thing of  a controversial  nature  should 
originate  in  the  legitimate  theatre.”  He 
believed  that  “There  Shall  Be  No  Night” 
would  not  have  been  accepted  initially  by 
the  moving  picture  industry  but  it  was  now 
ready  because  it  was  being  talked  about. 
Sherwood  was  in  Canada  to  visit  the  refu- 
gee children  of  a British  friend,  Henry 
Hunloke,  member  of  the  British  House  of 
Commons  who  is  now  serving  with  the  Im- 
perial Forces. 

Hardwicke  described  Hollywood  as  “a 
Foreign  Legion”  and  said  that  Germans 
and  Italians  naturally  were  trying  to  help 
their  countries  with  propaganda  “but  per- 
sonally I am  very  happy  over  the  friendly 
feeling  for  Great  Britain.” 


Says  Hollywood  Aids 
British  War  Effort 

Victoria — By  films  employing  propa- 
ganda of  the  “subtle  variety”  portraying 
the  British  war  effort  in  graphic  style  and 
others  illustrating  some  of  the  crimes  per- 
petrated by  the  Nazi  regime,  Hollywood  is 
playing  a positive  role  in  helping  Great 
Britain  win  the  war,  in  the  opinion  of 
Leon  Shelly,  chairman  of  the  advertising 
and  sales  bureau  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

“The  reactions  of  American  audiences 
to  film  shots  of  the  bombing  of  London,” 
he  says,  “are  even  more  pronounced  than 
those  of  Canadians.” 

In  addition  to  film  propaganda.  Shelly 
points  out,  considerable  aid  has  been  given 
to  the  British  war  effort  by  British  stars 
in  Hollywood  who  have  put  on  benefits  for 
Red  Cross  work  overseas. 


Announces  Dividend 

Toronto — Notice  has  been  given  by  N. 
G.  Barrow,  secretary,  of  a dividend  of  114 
per  cent  on  the  preferred  shares  of  Hamil- 
ton United  Theatres,  Ltd.,  payable  De- 
cember 31  to  shareholders  of  record  No- 
vember 30.  The  company,  which  is  a sub- 
sidiary of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
operates  theatres  in  Hamilton  and  Sarnia, 
Ont. 


Team  Chandlee  and  Finkel 

Hollywood — Harry  Chandlee  and  Abem 
Finkel  are  teamed  on  the  script  of  “One 
Foot  in  Heaven”  for  Warner  Bros. 
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Pioneers  "Inveniory" 
Shows  Achievements 


By  MILTON  GALBRAITH 
Toronto — Officers  and  members  of  the 
Canadian  Picture  Pioneers  had  reason  to 
feel  proud  of  the  showing  which  the  so- 
ciety had  registered  during  the  first  six 
montlis  of  its  existence  when  reports  of 
activities  were  presented  at  the  first  an- 
nual meeting  in  the  Royal  York  Hotel, 
Toronto,  with  Clair  Hague  presiding.  They 
had  raised  $716,000  for  the  Dominion  gov- 
ernment through  the  sale  of  war  savings 
stamps  in  980  theatres;  more  than  $23,000 
had  been  raised  within  the  industry  in  the 
Toronto  district  alone  for  the  Canadian 
Red  Cross;  the  patriotic  rodeo  had  been 
promoted  in  Toronto,  featuring  Gene 
Autry,  for  the  relief  of  London  war  vic- 
tims, with  financial  returns  expected  to 
reach  a very  substantial  amount,  and  co- 
operation had  been  extended  in  various 
ways  for  Canada’s  war  effort  and  worthy 
causes.  These  ventures  had  been  spon- 
sored through  the  Canadian  Motion  Pic- 
ture War  Services  Committee  and  other 
subsidiary  bodies. 

Suggest  Variety  Club 
In  discussing  the  Pioneers’  program  and 
results  achieved.  President  Hague  pointed 
out  that  they  had  done  much  to  help  oth- 
ers financially  but  nothing  to  finance  their 
own  organization,  with  the  result  that  the 
C.  P.  P.  was  actually  in  need  of  funds  for 
its  own  needs  including  administration 
expenses.  He  suggested  the  formation  of 
a Variety  Club  for  the  Toronto  Pioneers, 
of  whom  there  were  88,  similar  to  the 
clubs  which  had  been  established  in  var- 
ious cities  of  the  United  States.  Arrange- 
ments for  club  quarters  had  already  been 
discussed  with  a local  hotel  and  equip- 
ment could  be  installed  through  which 
revenue  could  be  derived  and  for  the  pro- 
viding of  refreshment  privileges.  The  sug- 
gestion caught  on  with  the  members  and 
the  matter  is  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  new 
directorate.  During  the  general  discus- 
sion. Jim  O’Loghlin,  general  manager  of 
20th  Century-Fox  Films,  suggested  a spe- 
cial club  membership  fee  of  $100. 

Banquet  Concludes  Meeting 
There  was  considerable  debate  in  con- 
nection with  a proposed  reorganization  of 
the  board  of  officers  and  it  was  eventually 
decided  that  the  president  of  the  Pioneers 
could  be  re-elected  for  only  one  more  an- 
nual term.  The  directors  were  reduced 
from  16  to  11  and  only  seven  of  the  old 
board  could  be  elected  for  the  subsequent 
year,  it  was  decided,  to  insure  a rotation  of 
officers.  The  following  emerged  as  the 
1940-41  board  from  the  avalanche  of 
nominations:  Clair  Hague,  Leo  M.  De- 
vaney,  Ben  Cronk,  J.  P.  O’Loghlin,  Has- 
kell Masters,  Syd  Taube  and  A.  J.  Laurie, 
all  of  whom  had  served  on  the  first  di- 
rectorate, and  Tom  Daley,  Ernie  Moule. 
Harry  Alexander  and  N.  L.  Nathanson.  Of 
the  four  new  directors,  Nathanson  is  presi- 
dent of  Canada’s  big  theatre  circuit;  Alex- 
ander is  president  of  the  Independent 
Theatres  Association  of  Ontario;  Daley  is 
manager  of  the  Toronto  Imperial,  largest 
theatre  of  the  Famous  Players  chain,  and 
Moule  is  a veteran  theatre  manager  of 
Brantford.  Ont.,  these  adding  wide  repre- 
sentation to  the  board.  Of  the  re-elected 
directors,  Hague,  Devaney,  O’Loghlin,  Mas- 
ters and  Laurie  are  film  distributors. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  business  session, 
the  presentation  of  a brief  case  was  made 


by  the  Pioneers  to  the  retiring  secretary, 
Ray  Lewis,  for  services  rendered.  Repre- 
senting the  American  Picture  Pioneers  at 
the  convention  was  Hal  Hode  of  New  York 
City  in  behalf  of  President  Jack  Cohn  who 
had  been  unable  to  make  the  trip  to 
Toronto. 

The  meeting  came  to  an  elaborate  con- 
clusion in  the  holding  of  the  annual  ban- 
quet at  which  the  guests  included  Gene 
Autry  and  his  entourage,  officials  of  the 
Ontario  government  and  high  executives  of 
the  Canadian  motion  picture  industry. 
The  program  was  of  an  impromptu  nature 
with  speeches  interspersed  with  extem- 
poraneous vaudeville  by  “volunteer”  art- 
ists largely  within  the  ranks  of  the  old- 
timers. 


Newly  Qualified  Members 
Expand  Pioneers'  Roster 

Toronto — There  has  been  an  increase 
from  126  to  163  in  the  membership  of  the 
Canadian  Picture  Pioneers  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  association  six  months 
ago,  according  to  the  roster,  this  jump  of 
37  being  due  to  the  enrollment  of  many 
who  had  qualified  in  the  meantime  by  at- 
taining 25  years  of  service  in  the  business. 
Noteworthy  among  these  is  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son, president  of  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.,  who  had  not  quite  reached  the 
quarter-century  mark  to  become  a charter 
member  of  the  Pioneers. 

The  “Class  of  1940”  includes  12  from 
the  Toronto  district,  making  a total  of  88 
enrollments  from  this  zone.  Nine  new 
members  were  enrolled  in  the  St.  John 
district,  giving  the  Mari  times  a total  of 
21;  six  new  members  raised  the  Manitoba 
membership  to  14;  six  more  in  Vancouver 
gave  the  Pacific  Coast  a total  of  13  while 
other  recruits  were  three  from  the  United 
States  and  one  in  England.  Montreal  dis-., 
trict  remains  at  10  members  and  Calgary! 
has  five.  The  newcomers  comprise  the 
following: 

Toronto  District  — Harry  Alexander, 
president  of  the  Independent  Theatres 
Association  of  Ontario;  Jack  Allen,  George 
Beeston,  Sam  Brint,  Maurice  Mentel,  N. 
L.  Nathanson,  Dave  Ongley,  Alf  Perry  who 
is  general  manager  of  Empire  Films; 
George  Philip  of  Kitchener,  William  Reid, 
Clarence  Robson  and  Floyd  Rumford. 

St.  John  District — Colin  Danson,  Arthur 
Fielding,  Peter  J.  Leger,  Norman  W.  Ma- 
son, Carl  A.  Nelson,  R.  S.  Roddick,  Fred 
Winter,  Herman  H.  McArthur,  Thomas  J. 
O’Rourke. 

Winnipeg  District — Rudolph  Besler,  Sam 
Katz,  Jake  Miles,  Jack  Schwartz,  Sam 
Weiner  and  Eddie  Zorn. 

Vancouver  District — Jack  Droy,  James 
Haworth,  Frank  Kerr,  Myron  C.  McLeod, 
Cecil  S.  Neville  and  Edward  H.  Teel. 

United  States — Gene  Autry,  Leon  Schles- 
inger,  George  W.  Weeks. 

England — Samuel  Woolf  Smith. 

Other  film  executives  of  the  United 
States  who  are  enrolled  are  Jack  Cohn,  Ed 
Golden,  W.  Ray  Johnston,  Arthur  A.  Lee, 
William  J.  Lee,  Max  Levey,  M.  A.  Schles- 
inger  and  George  B.  West. 


Volume  Maintained 

Montreal  — Loew’s  London  TlTeatres. 
Ltd.,  annual  report  for  fiscal  year  ended 
August  29,  1940,  will  show  business  at 
least  maintained,  if  not  higher  than  in 
like  1939  period,  although  net  profit  will 
probably  be  lower,  due  to  increased  corpo- 
ration taxes.  Outlook  for  current  fiscal 
year  is  considered  promising. 


Pioneers  Prize  Exhibit 
Made  Up  by  Mementos 


Toronto — The  prize  exhibit  in  the  roof 
garden  of  the  Royal  York  Hotel,  Toronto, 
for  the  annual  banquet  of  the  Canadian 
Picture  Pioneers  was  a display  of  old-time 
photographs  and  program  mementos 
which  aroused  numerous  reminiscences 
among  the  veterans.  The  center  piece  of 
the  huge  mural  was  a cutout  of  Gene 
Autry  who  was  a guest  of  honor  at  the 
dinner  in  advance  of  his  personal  appear- 
ance at  the  Patriotic  Rodeo  in  the  To- 
ronto Coliseum,  November  14-16. 

Among  the  “Who  Are  They?”  tintypes, 
taken  in  front  of  old-fashioned  nickel- 
odeons or  in  intimate  or  characteristic 
poses — reflecting  the  “When  You  and  I 
Were  Young,  Maggie”  strain — were  pic- 
tures of  Leo  M.  Devaney,  RKO  general 
manager  for  Canada  when  he  was  start- 
ing out  with  Universal;  the  rotund  and 
youthful  figure  of  Walter  Kennedy;  a very 
young  looking  Sam  Glazer;  Archie  Mason 
of  Springhill,  N.  S.,  Ben  Cronk  as  a boy; 
Clair  Hague,  wearing  a Shriner’s  fez  and 
conversing  with  maidenly  beauties  of  the 
theatre’s  yesteryear;  Maurice  Mentel  and 
Lester;  Harry  Alexander  standing  in  front 
of  a pioneer  grindhouse;  Jules  Allen  and 
others  with  a background  of  the  original 
Allen  emporium  in  Brantford;  Oscar  R. 
Hanson,  looking  slim  and  somewhat  ser- 
ious; Jules  Bernstein,  manager  of  To- 
ronto Loew’s  when  he  was  breaking  in  the 
big  house;  Prank  O’Byme,  crack  camera- 
man of  Associated  Screen  News  as  he 
looked  once  with  a box  camera  at  a pic- 
nic; Abe  Wilkes,  posing  as  the  tacker- 
upper  of  the  old  Star  burlesque  house; 

'I'Sam  Pine,  not  much  changed  from  now; 

''  Syd  Taube  and  Henry  L.  Nathanson  in 
Wild  West  garb  when  they  had  followed 
Horace  Greeley’s  advice  by  going  out  to 
Calgary;  Jake  Smith,  revealing  a “Be- 
fore” attitude,  and  a group  photograph  of 
the  Vitagraph  players  in  primitive  film 
days  out  Long  Island  way. 

More  or  less  completing  the  gallery  were 
theatre  programs  and  handbills  of  ancient 
vintage,  suggesting  the  early  showman- 
ship of  Charlie  Stephenson,  now  of  Kit- 
chener; Carl  Nelson  of  the  Martimes  and 
others,  mention  being  made  of  Bill  Stew- 
art of  Toronto  whose  versatility  made  him 
useful  on  stage,  back  stage,  in  the  pit,  out 
front  and  as  a barker  in  times  gone  by. 

One  end  of  the  banquet  hall  had  a false 
front  depicting  a ranch  cookhouse  in  hon- 
or of  Gene  Autry  while  the  other  end  was 
rigged  up  as  an  old-time  nickelodeon 
through  the  portals  of  which  poured  the 
Pioneers  who  were  inconvenienced  by 
thirst.  To  carry  out  the  Western  theme, 
the  hotel  waiters  appeared  upon  the  scene 
garbed  as  broncho-busters  and  even  the 
roast  beef  was  carved  off  the  wagon. 


Machinery  Sales  Are  Up 
50%  in  Saskatoon  Area 

Regina — There  is  plenty  of  money  in 
circulation  in  Saskatchewan  this  fall  in 
spite  of  the  restrictions  on  grain  deliv- 
eries, according  to  managers  of  implement 
firms  in  Saskatoon,  which  should  be  sweet 
music  to  the  ears  of  theatre  operators. 
Machinery  sales  in  the  Saskatoon  district 
are  up  50  per  cent  over  last  year. 

Restriction  on  wheat  deliveries  means 
that  instead  of  receiving  all  his  money  at 
one  time,  the  farmer  gets  his  income  spread 
over  a longer  period. 
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Ontario  Independents 
Name  New  OHicers 


MOMTIKIEAIIL 


Toronto — The  directors  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Theatres  Association  of  Ontario  have 
re-named  Harry  Alexander  of  the  Lans- 
downe,  Toronto,  as  the  president  for  the 
year,  with  the  following  officers  also  re- 
elected: Vice-president,  N.  A.  Taylor; 
treasurer,  Tom  Walton,  Rio,  Toronto;  sec- 
retary, M.  L.  Axler  of  the  Exhibitors  Book- 
ing Ass’n.  The  three  members  appointed 
to  the  press  committee  comprise  Harry 
Firestone,  immediate  past  president;  Ben 
Ulster  of  the  Embassy  and  M.  L.  Axler. 
Announcement  has  also  been  made  that 
Abe  Polakoff  of  the  Toronto  Mayfair  has 
replaced  P.  C.  Brown  of  20th  Century 
Theatres  on  the  new  board  of  directors. 

Charles  /.  Welsman.  7S. 
Dies  in  Downsview,  Ont, 

Toronto — Another  of  the  real  theatre 
pioneers  of  Canada,  Charles  J.  Welsman 
of  Downsview,  Ontario,  died  in  his  76th 
year  after  an  illness  of  several  years  on 
the  day  that  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers 
were  holding  their  first  annual  convention 
in  Toronto.  He  had  lived  a retired  life  for 
some  years  but  was  the  owner  of  Toronto 
neighborhood  theatres  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  the  LaPlaza  and  the  Brighton,  the 
latter  being  licensed  in  the  name  of  his 
two  surviving  sons,  William  N.  and  Clare 
Welsman. 

Welsman  opened  his  first  theatre  when 
he  became  the  proprietor  of  the  old  Ely- 
sian  Theatre  on  Queen  Street  in  downtown 
Toronto  in  1907.  He  was  active  in  musical 
circles,  having  been  the  conductor  of  the 
Governor  General’s  Body  Guard  Band  some 
years  ago.  He  was  a Mason. 


Harry  Sherman  Story  Buy 

Hollywood — “American  Empire,”  story 
by  J.  Robert  Bren  and  Gladys  Atwater,  has 
been  purchased  by  Harry  Sherman  for 
Paramount  release. 


^HE  FAMOUS  PLAYERS  program  of 

house  improvements  has  been  released 
by  Larry  Bearg,  the  district  manager.  The 
Orpheum  is  to  be  entirely  reseated — 3,000 
seats — and  some  necessary  decorating 
done.  The  Regent  is  to  have  a new  front, 
reseating  and  redecorating.  The  plans  for 
the  Alma  are  in  the  east  being  carefully 
studied  before  any  decision  is  made  as  to 
the  general  scheme  of  arrangement.  The 
projected  improvements  to  the  Windsor 
still  are  under  discussion. 

The  Cambie  is  entering  the  list  of  first 
run  houses  with  the  presentation  of  “Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois”  which  will  open  on  De- 
cember 5.  This  is  somewhat  of  an  ex- 
periment for  a suburban  theatre,  especial- 
ly in  view  of  advanced  admission  prices 
which  have  been  raised  from  20  cents  to 
35  cents. 

Joe  Gordon  says  his  house  in  Haney  is 
threatened  with  competition,  as  there  is 
talk  of  the  building  of  another  there,  to 
be  operated  by  a man  now  employed  as  a 
projectionist  in  Vancouver. 

Everyojie  returning  from  Courtnay  is 
loud  in  praise  of  E.  W.  Bickle’s  new  thea- 
tre, saying  that  it  compares  favorably  with 
the  best  in  this  city. 


yNMISTAKABLE  indication  that  the 
outlook  for  the  motion  picture  business 
in  Montreal  is  brightening  is  seen  in  the 
awarding  of  contracts  for  erection  of  two 
theatres,  one  in  the  west  end  suburb  of 
Notre  Dame  de  Grace,  and  the  other  in  the 
north  end  of  the  city.  Each  will  have 
seating  capacity  for  about  800  persons.  In- 
dependently owned,  they  will  be  neighbor- 
hood theatres  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word. 

Dionne  Quintuplets  figure  again  in  the 
activities  of  the  motion  picture  world. 
They  have  been  filmed  in  their  nursery 
for  a newsreel  in  aid  of  the  Navy  League 
of  Canada.  The  Quints  are  pictured  pack- 
ing “ditty  bags”  for  five  seamen  of  the 
Royal  Canadian  Navy,  and  five  of  the 
Royal  Navy  . . . Mary  Pickford’s  recent 
visit  to  Canada  with  her  husband.  Buddy 
Rogers,  disclosed  the  fact  that  they  have 
adopted  two  British  children  for  the  dura- 
tion of  the  war.  The  youngsters  are  Charles 
Everett,  13,  and  Langley  Taylor,  14,  the 
latter  the  son  of  Don  Rolyat,  English 
eomedian.  They  are  staying  just  now  at 
the  Gould  Foundation,  New  York,  where 
their  maintenance  is  paid  for  by  Mary  and 
Buddy. 

Regal  Films,  distributors  of  M-G-M  pic- 
tures, lost  a well-known  member  of  its 
personnel,  Ben  Kaufman,  by  death  No- 
vember 12.  Kaufman  had  traveled  the 
province  for  22  years  as  representative  of 
Regal.  The  sympathy  of  the  community 
is  extended  to  his  wife  and  daughter,  and 
to  his  son.  Jack,  who  is  overseas  with  the 
Royal  Air  Force  . . . Many  Canadians 
heard  with  sorrow  of  the  death  in  London 
of  Walter  Williams,  noted  comedian  of  the 
Great  War  period,  who  once  induced  Ad- 
miral Beatty  to  sing  by  himself  the  chorus 
of  “K-K-K-Katie.” 

Madeleine  Carroll,  who  lost  her  summer 
residence  in  France  when  the  Germans 


The  enthusiastic  reception  accorded 
“Arise,  My  Love”  at  the  preview  in  the 
Kerrisdale  Theatre  encourages  Maynard 
Joiner  to  anticipate  an  extended  run  at 
the  Capitol  where  it  opens  this  week  . . . 
Hugo  Ray,  Beacon  Theatre  owner,  is 
around  again,  looking  better  than  ever, 
and  telling  how  he  fooled  the  doctors  who 
said  he  would  be  laid  up  for  eight  weeks, 
whereas  he  was  out  in  four. 

The  Filmrow  Table  Tennis  Club  met  the 
Firemen  again  on  Tuesday,  this  time  at  the 
Fire  Hall.  That  clash  with  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  team  has  been  repost- 
poned. Does  the  C.  P.  R.  hesitate  to  meet 
our  boys? 

Ben  Plottel,  Empire-Universal  district 
manager,  is  due  back  from  Toronto  this 
Monday,  by  air  . . . Jim  Patterson,  Pox 
manager,  was  in  Seattle  the  first  of  this 
week  for  a Kent  Drive  conference. 

D.  A.  Cooper  and  W.  D.  Geer  success- 
fully passed  the  examination  and  are  now 
projectionists  of  the  first  class.  Cooper 
went  back  to  the  booth  of  the  Rialto  in 
Ladysmith. 

W.  Clayton,  projectionist  since  1914,  is 
receiving  the  commiserations  of  his  fel- 
low workers  on  the  loss  of  his  son  who  had 
just  been  accepted  as  apprentice. 


overran  that  country,  was  so  much  re- 
minded of  it  by  hearing  French  spoken  in 
the  province  of  Quebec,  that  she  has  made 
up  her  mind  to  purchase  a house  some- 
where in  the  province,  probably  between 
Montreal  and  Ottawa.  She  was  a guest  at 
the  Seigniory  Club  and  may  quite  pos- 
sibly become  a permanent  member. 

Jake  Macklin  of  Regal  Films  is  back 
from  a trip  to  Three  Rivers  and  Grand- 
mere.  At  the  former  place  he  attended  a 
wedding,  and  at  the  latter  conferred  with 
Dr.  J.  Guilbault,  M.  L.  A.  proprietor  of 
the  Rationale  . . . R.  L.  Vallee  of  the 
Premier,  Sherbrooke,  dropped  in  at  Regal’s 
offices  on  Craig  street  . . . “Imprisoned 
Freshness,”  a documentary  film,  demon- 
strating the  preservation  of  fruits  and 
vegetables,  was  viewed  by  the  Stewards’ 
Association  of  Montreal. 

Ross  Beesley,  Associated  Screen  News 
cameraman , had  the  cameras  grinding  on 
two  important  subjects,  the  opening  of 
Parliament  at  Ottawa  arid  the  opening  of 
an  elementary  flying  training  school  at 
Cap  de  la  Madeleine  near  Three  Rivers. 
Bob  Martin,  another  ASN  newsreeler,  ac- 
companied him  and  Bob  Campbell  of  ASN 
took  stills  . . . Cameraman  Roy  Tash  and 
Sound  Technician  Dick  Harrison  of  ASN 
were  at  Camp  Borden  shooting  sequences 
for  a new  produetion  in  the  “Canada  at 
War”  series  for  the  National  Film  Board 
. . . Phil  Taylor  of  the  production  depart- 
ment at  Associated  Screen  Studios  com- 
pleted trailers  for  Catholic  Charities  to  be 
used  for  Montreal  distribution  . . . B.  E. 
Norrish,  president,  and  J.  W.  Campbell, 
newsreel  editor  of  ASN,  were  recent  visitors 
to  New  York. 

Owen  Lightstone  has  succeeded  his 
father,  the  late  Joe  Lightstone  in  the  fi- 
nancial management  of  the  Orpheum,  with 
H.  Kaufman  as  manager  of  the  theatre. 
The  Orpheum  secured  a scoop  in  the  ex- 
clusive showing  of  “The  Great  Dictator,” 
Charlie  Chaplin’s  magnum  opus. 

New  manager  of  the  Mayfair  is  H.  N. 
Cohen.  A policy  he  has  inaugurated  is  that 
every  Monday  night  henceforth  will  be 
“Country  Store  Night;”  every  Wednesday, 
“Auction  Night,”  and  every  Friday,  “Ama- 
teur Night,”  with,  of  course,  a continuance 
of  the  successful  two  feature  picture 
policy.  There  will  also  be  a stage  show 
Sunday  afternoons  and  evenings. 

“London  Can  Take  It,”  described  as  “the 
greatest  single  reel  ever  made,”  was  shown 
simultaneously  at  Montreal’s  four  first  run 
theatres,  Loew’s,  the  Capitol,  the  Palace 
and  the  Princess.  Proceeds  went  to  the 
British  War  Relief  Fund  . . . Max  Sauer, 
Montreal  photographer,  lectured  to  the 
Lions  Club  on  the  use  of  color  photography 
as  a sales  and  publicity  medium  . . . The 
City  of  Montreal  claims  it  will  save  $2,800 
by  abolishing  the  post  of  city  film  censor 
held  by  the  late  Joseph  Philias  Filion, 
noted  character  actor,  who  was  paid  that 
salary. 

B.  E.  Norrish,  head  of  Associated  Screen 
News,  has  been  chosen  honorary  president 
of  the  newly  formed  Montreal  branch  of 
the  National  Film  Society,  which  has  just 
opened  its  season  at  the  Art  Association, 
1379  Sherbrooke  street,  where  eight  or  ten 
performances  will  be  given  throughout  the 
ivinter,  for  members  only.  The  pictures 
shown  will  be  of  a cultural  nature  and  not 
generally  available  to  the  public. 
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F WAS  brought  out  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers 
that  Charlie  Stephenson,  colorful  veteran 
and  manager  of  the  College,  Kitchener, 
Ont.,  was  responsible  for  the  bringing  out 
of  Beatrice  Lillie,  musical  comedy  star  who 
has  since  married  into  British  aristocracy. 
Stephenson  introduced  Beatrice  at  his  the- 
atre in  Cobalt  back  in  1909  when  the 
northern  Ontario  town  was  a booming  and 
somewhat  wild  mining  community. 

Coming  the  farthest  distance  for  the 
Pio7ieers’  eonclave  were  A.  J.  Mason  of 
Springhill,  N.  S.,  and  F.  G.  Spencer  of 
Halifax.  MasoJi,  who  is  past  president  of 
the  Nova  Scotia  Allied  Exhibitors,  visited 
his  mother  in  Hamilton  and  his  brother 
in  Toroiito.  making  the  trip  both  ways  by 
the  neiv  airline  service.  Spencer  is  head 
of  an  extensive  chain  in  the  Maritimes. 

Jules  Bernstein,  manager  of  Toronto 
Loew’s,  had  a little  celebration  of  his  own 
in  connection  with  the  old-timers’  meeting 
in  commemoration  of  the  completion  of  26 
years  as  director  of  the  one  theatre.  One 
of  the  photographic  relics  in  the  hotel 
ballroom  was  a picture  showing  Jules  in 
the  entrance  to  Loew’s  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury ago. 

One  of  the  reliables  at  the  Pioneers’ 
festive  board  was  Mrs.  Bessie  Moore,  owner 
of  Moore’s  Theatre,  Grimsby,  Ont.  She 
hasn’t  missed  a gathering.  Incidentally, 
she  proved  that  she  could  take  it  by  with- 
stayiding  the  pall  of  smoke  in  the  meeting 
place — and  the  jokes  of  Jim  O’Loghlin, 
prize  raco7iteur  of  Toronto’s  film  colony. 

Fred  Pursel,  proprietor  of  the  Lyric, 
Simcoe,  reported  to  Brother  Pioneers  that 
his  wife  had  recovered  from  a lengthy  ill- 
ness and  that  he  had  had  a narrow  es- 
cape in  an  automobile  accident  in  which 
he  looped  a few  times. 

The  pioneer  at  the  rally  who  claimed  to 
be  the  oldest  showman  was  George  “Pop” 
Phillip,  now  living  a retired  life  at  Kitch- 
erier  at  the  age  of  78 — after  spending  57 
years  in  the  theatre  busmess.  “Pop”  had 
just  been  made  a Pio7ieer  and  he  was 
“chipper”  than  he  had  beeyi  for  many  a 
decade.  At  one  time  he  operated  a string 
of  six  theatres. 

Syd  Taube,  a member  of  the  Pioneers’ 
directorate  who  did  organizing  work  across 
the  Dominion  last  summer,  was  the  “outer 
guard”  of  the  meeting  and  issued  the 
badges  to  members.  Archie  Mason  and 
Charlie  Stephenson,  being  from  outside 
of  Toronto,  were  appointed  scrutineers  for 
the  elections  by  President  Claire  Hague. 
Both  proved  to  be  honest,  the  ballots  being 
ordered  destroyed  immediately  to  prevent 
a recount. 

Between  spasms  of  sessio7ial  busmess. 
Manager  Jules  Bernstem  of  Toronto 
Loew’s  was  asked  if  he  were  gomg  to  play 
“The  Great  Dictator”  for  its  Toro7ito  first 
run.  “I  don’t  know,”  he  replied  . . . J.  J. 
Fitzgibbons , vice-presideyit  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  missed  the  Pio- 
neers’ celebration  because  of  a trip  to  Hol- 
lywood to  confer  with  Paramount  studio 
executives  regardmg  the  “Story  Idea  Co7i- 
test”  among  employes  of  the  Canadiayi 
chabi  which  came  to  a close  October  30, 

Charlie  Mavety  wore  a becoming  10-gal- 
lon  hat  to  keep  Gene  Autry  company — 
and  rendered  excellent  service  in  connec- 


Kay  Is  Active  in  New 
Toronto  Co-op  Unit 


Toronto — The  latest  organized  move  in 
the  Toronto  film  world  has  been  the  for- 
mation of  Consolidated  Theatres  Ass’n,  for 
cooperative  buying  and  booking  purposes, 
by  a group  of  independent  exhibitors 
prominent  among  whom  is  Harold  Kay, 
proprietor  of  the  Fox,  who  was  a director 
of  the  Independent  Theatres  Association 
until  a short  time  ago.  It  is  understood 
that  the  services  of  Harry  Dahn,  former 
theatre  chain  executive,  have  been  secured 
as  general  manager  of  Consolidated  which 
will  have  its  headquarters  on  the  sixth 
floor  of  the  Film  Exchange  Building. 

Among  the  first  to  be  linked  with  the 
new  organization  are  M.  J.  Weiss  of  the 
Colonial,  Barney  Goldhar  and  Gus  Solo- 
way of  the  Paramount,  H.  Romberg  of  the 
Metro,  P.  Sandler  of  the  Center,  Morris 
Becker  of  the  College  Playhouse  and  Norm 
Rittenberg  of  the  Orpheum,  as  well  as 
Harold  Kay.  Formal  announcement  of 
the  establishment  of  the  association  has 
not  yet  been  made.  It  is  the  third  of  the 
buying  groups  in  the  Toronto  district,  the 
others  being  Associated  Theatres,  headed 
by  O.  R.  Hanson,  and  the  Exhibitors  Book- 
ing Association  which  is  related  to  the 
Independent  Theatres  Association  and  di- 
rected by  N.  A.  Taylor. 


tion  with  the  staging  of  the  Pioneers’ 
charity  rodeo. 

Mary  Pickford’s  diamond-studded  gold- 
mesh  bag  was  won  by  the  Toronto  Lodge 
of  B’nai  B’rith  in  the  local  raffle  to  raise 
funds  for  comforts  for  Canadian  troops. 
At  a subsequent  meeting,  the  members  de- 
cided to  put  up  the  valuable  Pickford  purse 
for  a second  city-wide  raffle  for  the  same 
purpose. 

Manager  Jack  Nelson  of  the  Capitol, 
North  Bay,  has  broken  into  print  again, 
this  time  on  his  exploitation  for  “Boom 
Town”  which  boosted  his  home  town  as  a 
good  place  to  live.  He  drew  an  editorial 
and  a feature  article. 

Jacques  DesBaillets.  narrator  for  Cayia- 
dian  government  war  films  produced  by 
the  National  Film  Board,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  Overseas  mobile  unit  of  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  and  is  al- 
ready on  his  ivay  to  England. 

R.  L.  Downey,  manager  of  the  Beach, 
had  a smelly  time  in  staging  a midnight 
frolic  for  the  Beach’s  Business  Men’s 
Ass’n  for  the  British  War  Victims’  Fund. 
Among  the  many  prizes  for  the  ticket 
drawing  were  a number  of  live  fowl  and 
animals — including  a stubborn  goat  which 
took  a personal  dislike  to  Downey. 

Madeleine  Carroll.  British  and  Holly- 
wood film  star,  has  erijoyed  a prolonged 
stay  in  Oyitario  following  her  personal  ap- 
pearances for  “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice” and  is  said  to  be  looking  for  a suit- 
able country  house  as  an  investment.  The 
DeMille  picture  is  in  its  fourth  week  at  the 
Toronto  Uptow7i. 

Jules  Levy  of  New  York  City,  now  head 
of  Mayfair  Pictures,  spent  several  days  in 
Toronto  and  looked  up  a number  of  old 
friends  to  exchange  reminiscences  of  the 
days  when  he  lived  here. 


^HEATREMEN  in  Saskatoon  are  expected 
to  do  a good  business  from  approxi- 
mately 1,000  troops  who  have  taken  up 
winter  quarters  at  the  fair  grounds. 

Lyric  Theatre,  Swift  Current,  was  used 
for  a moryiing  Remembrance  Day  service 
on  November  11.  Swift  Current,  Assini- 
boia,  Yorkto7i,  Prince  Albert  were  among 
the  Saskatchewan  towns  observing  by  hav- 
ing all  stores  closed. 

Pete  Egan,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Capitol,  Regina,  now  managing  the  Pal- 
ace, Calgary,  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Alberta  Amateur  Hockey  Association. 

Eyitire  proceeds  of  the  first  day’s  run  of 
“Kyiute  Rockyie — All  American”  at  the 
Met,  Regma,  were  turned  over  to  Father 
Athol  Murray’s  Notre  Dame  College  at 
Wilcox,  Sask.  Warner  released  the  film 
free  the  first  day  through  Wolfe  Cohen, 
general  manager,  and  Famous  Players 
Canadiayi  Corp.  donated  the  theatre  for 
the  day. 

Canada  in  war-time  finds  its  motion 
picture  theatres  increasingly  conscious  of 
the  part  they  can  play  in  community  ser- 
vice as  is  exemplified  in  the  generous  re- 
sponse given  this  year  in  voluntary  screen- 
ing of  Christmas  Seal  trailers  to  aid  in  the 
fight  against  tuberculosis.  Saskatchewan 
theatres  carried  some  of  the  415  prints 
made  by  Associated  Screen  News,  Mon- 
treal, for  coast-to-coast  distribution  for 
the  Canadian  Tuberculosis  Association. 

Represeyitatives  of  the  press  a7id  the 
various  navy,  army  and  air  force  units 
stationed  in  Saskatoon  were  guests  of  W. 
Popha7n,  manager  of  the  Roxy,  on  a re- 
cent mornmg  for  a preview  of  the  docu- 
me7itary  film  “The  Warning,”  story  of  the 
air  raids  07i  Lo7idon  and  what  Londoners 
are  doing  to  protect  themselves.  The  pic- 
ture was  exhibited  to  the  public  a few 
days  later. 

(t  
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"J^ORTH  WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE” 
opened  here  last  Saturday  with  a 
special  morning  preview  at  the  Capitol. 
Manager  Jock  Robertson  put  on  an  ag- 
gressive advertising  campaign  by  means 
of  street  broadcasting  trucks,  newspaper 
notices  and  radio  announcements.  Front 
of  the  theatre  was  decorated  with  a rustic 
log  cabin  effect  typical  of  the  Canadian 
north  west.  There  has  been  a continual 
queue  of  eager  patrons  waiting  outside  the 
theatre  since  the  opening.  At  the  close  of 
the  feature,  a Technicolor  trailer  of  “God 
Save  the  King”  is  played. 

I7i  cooperation  with  the  local  Commun- 
ity Chest  and  Red  Cross  drive,  Victoria 
theatres  have  given  valuable  assistance  to 
the  organizing  committees  and  handsome 
donations  to  the  funds. 

Visitors  from  Vancouver  included:  Sam 
Nagler,  branch  manager  for  United  Art- 
ists: Ben  Plottel,  branch  manager  for  Em- 
pire-Universal, and  J.  Patterson,  branch 
manager  for  RKO. 

Ralph  Calladme,  manager  of  the  Plaza, 
has  recovered  from  his  recent  operation 
and  is  back  on  the  job  at  the  theatre. 
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Metro  Compiles  a Music 
List  on  "Bitter  Sweet" 

New  York — As  an  exhibitor  aid  in  music 
exploitation  of  “Bitter  Sweet,”  new  Jean- 
ette MacDonald-Nelson  Eddy  vehicle, 
M-G-M  has  compiled  the  following  list 
of  records  and  sheet  music  available: 

Records:  “If  Love  Were  All”  and  “I’ll 
See  You  Again,”  Leo  Reisman  and  Orches- 
tra for  Victor:  “Zigeuner,”  Victor  Or- 
chestra for  Victor;  “Zigeuner,”  Noel  Cow- 
ard for  Victor;  “Zigeuner,”  Artie  Shaw 
and  Orchestra  for  Bluebird;  “Zigeuner,” 
Hildegarde  for  Decca;  “Zigeuner”  and  “I’ll 
See  You  Again,”  Columbia:  “Zigeuner” 
and  “I’ll  See  You  Again,”  Evelyn  Laye  for 
Brunswick;  “Zigeuner,”  Eddie  South  for 
Columbia;  “I’ll  See  You  Again,”  Ziegler- 
Boothe  for  Victor;  Ballroom  Melodies 
from  “Bitter  Sweet”  for  Decca;  “I’ll  See 
You  Again,”  Ruby  Newman  and  Orches- 
tra for  Decca;  “I’ll  See  You  Again”  for 
Columbia;  “Bitter  Sweet”  medley,  Leo 
Reisman  and  Orchestra  for  Victor  and 
“Bitter  Sweet”  medley,  Charlie  Kunz  for 
Decca. 

Sheet  Music,  published  by  Harms,  Inc.: 
“Zigeuner,”  “I’ll  See  You  Again,”  “Call 
of  Life,”  “What  Is  Love?”,  “Kiss  Me,” 
“Ladies  of  the  Town,”  “If  Love  Were  All” 
and  “Green  Carnation.” 


Special-Interest  Shorts 
To  Draw  New  Business 

Dallas — The  current  issue  of  Tips,  a 
managers’  house  organ  edited  for  the 
Robb  & Rowley  circuit  by  Worth  Leuth- 
strom,  has  a “tip”  that  may  profitably 
be  adapted  by  most  showmen. 

The  periodical  reports  that  special 
shows,  featuring  three  reels  of  some  par- 
ticular sport,  such  as  duck  hunting,  skeet 
shooting,  fishing,  golf,  etc.,  have  been  ef- 
fective for  Jefferson  houses  and  been  keys 
to  varied  tieups. 

Procedure  is:  The  house  runs  a feature 
and  shorts,  tying  up  with  the  local  sport- 
ing goods  stores  (reportedly  eager  to  co- 
operate) . In  several  instances  lobby  dis- 
plays of  sporting  goods  equipment,  and 
window  displays  in  the  stores,  have  been 
included  in  the  publicizing  of  the  short. 

The  stores  will  contact  the  sportsmen 
who  are  interested  in  the  particular  type 
of  sport  the  shorts  are  featuring. 


Two  Cooperate  in  Ad 
Contest  Promotion 

Appleton,  Wis. — The  Rio  and  Appleton 
theatres  here  cooperated  in  promoting  a 
special  newspaper  advertising  homecom- 
ing section  and  contest  in  connection  with 
which  30  free  tickets  were  awarded  by  the 
theatres.  Contestants  were  required  to 
write  down  the  names  of  every  advertiser 
in  the  special  section  and  at  least  one 
advertised  item  in  each  ad. 

Front  page  of  the  section  was  in  color 
and  plugged  “The  Westerner”  and  “I  Want 
a Divorce”  appearing  at  the  Rio  and  Ap- 
pleton, respectively. 


"Slrike  Up  the  Band" 
Talent  Hunt  a Hit 

Port  Wayne,  Ind. — An  amateur  talent 
contest,  sponsored  by  the  Journal-Gazette, 
and  the  Emboyd  Theatre,  netted  two  weeks 
of  sock  publicity  for  “Strike  Up  the  Band.” 

The  contest,  as  put  over  by  F.  J.  Rei- 
mer,  general  manager  of  the  Quimby 
Theatres;  Warren  Smith,  and  Exploiteer 
Harold  Marshall: 

The  newspaper  provided  entry  blanks 
and  publicity.  A local  jeweler  furnished 
$100  in  prizes,  consisting  of  two  wrist 
watches,  two  radios  and  two  cameras. 
The  theatre  put  up  tickets. 

Three  eliminations  were  held  at  the  the- 
atre, with  localites  acting  as  judges.  The 
finals,  staged  toward  the  end  of  the  run, 
were  put  on  at  the  theatre  with  the  audi- 
ence the  judge — their  verdict  by  applause. 

The  Emboyd  and  two  other  houses  in 
the  chain  displayed  trailers  on  the  con- 
test as  well  as  entry  blanks  two  weeks  in 
advance.  Two  stations  broadcast  the 
transcription  for  the  film  and  plugged  the 
contest.  The  jeweler  plugged  the  contest 
in  his  broadcasts. 

Radios  on  Corners 

With  the  contest  for  the  lead-off,  other 
publicity  included  100  cards  on  trolley 
cars;  a parade  in  which  six  Packards  and 
a collegiate  fliver  carted  the  elimination 
survivors  around  town  the  day  before 
opening.  Each  car  carried  portable  radios, 
and  at  about  5:30  the  cars  stopped  at 
downtown  corners  and  the  youngsters 
tuned  in  the  15-minute  air  show  being 
broadcast. 

Five  thousand  mailing  stickers  went  out 
on  grocery  and  department  store  bags.  A 
music  store  cooperated  with  a window  dis- 
play, showing  cutouts  of  the  stars  holding 
actual  instruments.  A lobby  display  also 
featured  cutouts,  similar  ones  were  flood- 
lighted atop  the  marquee. 

A local  dairy  tied  in  by  placing  10,000 
collars  on  its  milk  bottles  several  days  in 
advance  of  opening. 

Suburban  papers  and  local  papers  all 
carried  stories  and  art  in  advance  of 
opening  and  50  bumper  strips  were  dis- 
tributed to  cabs  and  busses. 

The  high  schools  conducted  a contest 
(advertised  through  the  school  papers)  for 
the  girls  with  the  most  fraternity  pins, 
they  being  guests  of  the  theatre. 


Two  Paper  Contests 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — Two  different  contests 
ran  concurrently  in  leading  Syracuse  pa- 
pers as  part  of  the  “Third  Finger,  Left 
Hand”  campaign  put  over  by  Frank  Mur- 
phy for  the  film’s  showing  at  Loew’s.  A 
tin-type  contest,  in  which  readers  were 
urged  to  submit  favorite  old  tin-types, 
ran  in  the  Post- Standard,  while  a wed- 
ding ring  contest,  posing  the  pi’oblem  of 
whether  wedding  bands  should  be  stream- 
lined, appeared  in  the  Herald-Journal. 
Cash  and  guest  tickets  were  awarded  win- 
ning entries  in  both  contests. 


Newspaper  Contests  Mark 
"Knute  Rockne"  Campaign 

Fostoria,  Ohio — Contests,  game  dedi- 
cations and  considerable  newspaper  cover- 
age marked  Bill  Burke’s  campaign  for 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American,”  at  the 
State  Theatre. 

Contests  in  which  a scene  showing  a 
specific  football  play  invited  the  reader 
to  tell  how  he  would  make  it,  appeared 
daily  for  four  days  before  the  film’s  open- 
ing. The  newspaper’s  sports  editor  picked 
the  best  answers  and  awarded  theatre 
passes. 

A final  contest  invited  readers  to  pick 
the  teams  they  thought  would  win  the 
next  day  and  write  a 25-word  letter  on 
“What  Rockne  Meant  to  Football.”  The 
ten  persons  selecting  the  most  winning 
teams  earned  guest  tickets. 

Several  days  before  opening,  Burke  made 
a presentation  from  the  stage  of  footballs 
autographed  by  Pat  O’Brien,  to  two  high 
school  teams  who  in  turn  dedicated  their 
games  to  the  memory  of  Knute  Rockne. 
This  earned  a generous  news  story  in  the 
paper. 

Colorful  12xl7-inch  heralds,  full  of 
scene  cuts  from  the  picture  were  dis- 
tributed the  day  before  opening,  and  a 
feature  story  tracing  Rockne’s  career,  that 
filled  seven  of  the  eight  columns  on  a 
newspaper  page  and  carried  several  cuts, 
completed  the  campaign  on  the  Saturday 
the  picture  opened. 


Stage  Show  Sells 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — Two  weeks  of  advance 
publicity,  enthusiastic  reviews,  mention  by 
columnists,  a co-op  ad  with  a beauty  shop 
and  a dressed-up  front  made  of  the  stage 
show,  “Hollywood  Hotel  Revue,”  a stellar 
attraction  for  Louis  E.  Mayer,  manager  of 
the  RKO  Temple  Theatre. 


To  Floor  Them — 

A lobby  display  built  under  a table, 
with  instructions  to  look  there,  was 
the  unique  ballyhoo  stunt  of  Artie 
Cohn,  manager  of  the  Warner-Roose- 
velt  in  Philadelphia.  The  signs  on  each 
side  of  the  realistic -looking  cutouts 
read:  "Mystery  thrills  in  a love  nest! 
With  a killer  on  the  loose  even  newly- 
weds can’t  concentrate  on  their  kiss- 
ing! See  ‘Haunted  Honeymoon’ 
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A Tavern  in  the  Lobby — 

Sam  Badamo,  assisted  by  Bob  Munzner,  transformed  the  sedate  College 
Theatre  in  New  Haven  to  the  Old  Opry  House  for  “The  Villain  Still  Pur- 
sued Her.”  The  barker,  that  fellow  with  the  high  hat  and  cape,  stood  in 
front  of  the  house,  calling  to  one  and  all  to  enter.  At  the  bar  in  the  lobby, 
here  pictured,  pretzels  and  promoted  soft  drmks  were  offered  the  patrons 
free.  Ushers  and  cashier  were  attired  in  the  best  Bow’ry  manner,  and  a 
photographer,  with  old-fashioned  tin-type  chin  rests,  too,  had  his  place 
in  the  lobby.  The  latter  took  candid  shots  of  patrons  which  were  then  posted 
on  a bulletin  board  and  the  patron  identifying  himself  received  a free  ticket. 
A lady  of  the  mauve  decade  rode  through  the  streets  in  an  old-fashioned 
carriage,  pursued  by  a villain  on  horseback. 


Campaign  for  "Boom 
Town"  a Boom  Itself 

Chicago — Starting  November  21  an  en- 
tire section  of  the  city  of  Chicago  will  be 
converted  into  “Boom  Town,”  because  of 
the  dynamic  efforts  of  Ben  Cohn,  man- 
ager of  the  Frolic  Theatre,  Warner  house 
in  suburban  Chicago.  The  campaign  is 
being  paid  for  entirely  by  54  neighbor- 
hood merchants.  “Boom  Town”  will  play 
the  Frolic,  December  8,  9 and  10. 

A special  proclamation  from  the  city 
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Deliver  Broadcast 
Direct  to  Hearer 

Sheboygan,  Wis. — M.  Conner  of  the 
Sheboygan  Theatre  here  and  Jack  Kee- 
gan, Warner  district  supervisor  in  Wis- 
consin, aided  by  Louis  Orlove,  Metro  ex- 
ploiteer,  not  only  went  to  broadcasting 
for  “Strike  Up  the  Band,"  but  also  as- 
sured themselves  that  the  broadcast 
would  be  heard. 

Having  bought  time  on  the  local  sta- 
tion for  the  "Band"  transcription,  the 
program  set  for  Saturday  afternoon,  the 
trio  sent  out  ten  attractive  girls  with 
portable  radios  to  station  themselves  at 
strategic  spots  around  town,  with  each 
one's  radio  turned  on  full  blast.  When  the 
transcription  came  on  the  town  heard  it. 

J 


council  with  permission  of  Mayor  Kelly, 
was  issued  by  the  section’s  alderman,  stat- 
ing that  the  area,  a distance  of  seven 
blocks,  is  to  be  called  “Boom  Town,”  for  a 
period  of  three  weeks  starting  Novem- 
ber 21. 

Photos  will  be  taken  by  the  staff  photog- 
rapher of  the  community  paper,  in  Mayor 
Kelly’s  office  showing  the  mayor  handing 
the  proclamation  to  the  committee  of  the 
section’s  Business  Men’s  Ass’n. 

Elect  a "Mayor" 

Five  thousand  vote  ballots  are  being  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  neighborhood  and 
stores  to  detennine  the  most  popular 
merchant.  He  will  be  Mayor  of  Boom 
Town  for  the  three-week  period.  Ballot 
boxes  for  “voting”  are  located  in  theatre 
lobby.  The  store  of  the  elected  “Mayor” 
will  be  decorated  with  large  signs  pro- 
claiming: “Headquarters  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boom  Town.” 

A telegram  will  be  sent  him  asking  him 
to  send  a congratulatory  wire  to  Mayor 
Kelly.  Photostatic  copies  of  the  telegram 
to  be  sent  merchants  on  the  street. 

Window  steamers  will  be  furnished  to 
merchants  cooperating  in  this  campaign. 
The  first  window  streamer  will  read: 
“Shop  and  Save  With  Merchants  in  Boom 
Town.”  After  Thanksgiving,  a second 
streamer  will  be  given  merchants  reading 
“Do  Your  Christmas  Shopping  Early  With 
Merchants  in  Boom  Town.”  This  streamer 
will  be  done  up  in  holiday  colors. 

Colored  pennants  will  be  stretched  from 
lamp  post  to  lamp  post  and  in  the  center 
of  each  string  of  pennants  will  be  six  pen- 
nants reading:  “Shop  in  Boom  Town.” 

Street  decorations  will  be  placed  all 
over  the  neighborhood.  A large  flag  will 


adorn  ends  of  the  street  and  a large  pen- 
nant will  read  “Welcome  to  Boom  Town,” 
on  one  side,  and  on  the  opposite  side, 
“Leaving  Boom  Town — Call  Again.” 

There  will  be  a ribbon  cutting  ceremony 
with  the  alderman,  the  Boom  Town  mayor, 
and  the  committee  present. 

Contests  in  Paper 

In  cooperation  with  the  community 
paper,  there  will  be  a missing  letter  con- 
test running  three  weeks.  One  hundred 
passes  will  be  awarded  each  week.  Con- 
test will  run  in  advance  of  feature  play- 
dates. 

All  merchants  will  wear  cowboy  hats 
similar  to  those  worn  by  the  male  stars  in 
the  picture. 

Mimeograph  sheets  will  be  made  up  and 
distributed  house  to  house  in  the  district, 
carrying  names  and  addresses  of  merchants 
there. 

A photostatic  copy  of  Mayor  Kelly’s 
proclamation  will  be  distributed  to  all 
merchants  in  this  plan  for  their  windows. 

Cardboard  arrows  will  be  placed  on 
posts  reading:  “This  Way  to  Boom  Town.” 

Sidewalk  stencils  will  be  placed  on  all 
corners  reading:  “You  Are  Now  in  Boom 
Town.”  Second  stencil  to  be  placed  with 
copy:  “See  ‘Boom  Town’  at  Frolic  Theatre 
December  8,  9 and  10. 

A mechanical  display  of  oil  derricks  will 
be  placed  in  the  theatre  lobby  for  three 
weeks  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  picture. 

Distribute  Fan  Photos 

Spot  announcements  on  station  WAAF 
will  announce  playdates. 

Starting  November  21,  a card  trailer 
will  be  placed  on  the  screen  with  the  fol- 
lowing copy:  “Shop  and  Save  With  Mer- 
chants in  Boom  Town.”  After  Thanks- 
giving a second  one  card  trailer  will  urge: 
“Do  Your  Christmas  Shopping  Early  With 
Merchants  in  Boom  Town.” 

Three  thousand  imprinted  photos  of 
Claudette  Colbert  will  be  distributed  at  the 
theatre. 

The  entire  campaign  was  arranged  by 
Ben  Cohn,  manager  of  the  Frolic;  F. 
Buckles,  assistant  manager;  BUI  Bishop, 
head  of  M-G-M  exploitation  in  Chicago; 
Gene  Rich,  assistant  to  Bishop,  and  Larry 
Stein,  advertising  and  publicity  director  for 
Warner  Theatres  in  Chicago. 
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Better  Than  a 
Two-ior-One 

Kansas  City — Apparently  endeavoring 
to  assure  a well-filled  house,  the  Fox 
Gladstone,  a neighborhood  theatre,  re- 
cently advertised  free  passes  to  a fu- 
ture show  for  those  who  would  sit 
through  a double  horror  show  billed  for 
a Saturday  midnight.  (To  this,  of  course, 
they  were  to  pay). 

The  ad,  appearing  in  a neighborhood 
paper,  advertised  the  “Demon  Barber 
of  Fleet  Street"  and  "The  Ghost  Walks" 
as  the  dualler,  and  challenged,  "if  you 
can  sit  through  one  of  these  blood-curd- 
ling pictures  you  will  be  given  a free 
pass,  good  any  time  within  the  next  two 
weeks. 


68 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  23.  1940 


"Little  Men"  Contest 
Outlined  by  RKO 


New  York  — The  $15,000  “Little 
Men”  contest  for  theatre  managers  and 
press  agents  engineering  the  top  cam- 
paigns has  been  fully  outlined  by  RKO 
Radio  in  a 12-page  book  designed  for  show- 
men entering  the  competition. 

Some  fifty  ideas  for  showmanship  that 
ties  in  Elsie,  the  cow,  which  appears  in 
the  film,  with  the  campaigns,  are  mapped 
out. 

Two  pages  are  given  over  to  headings 
for  co-op  pages,  milking  and  milkman  con- 
tests, cutouts,  giveaways,  ballyhoos,  a 
wag-jaw  novelty,  coloring  contest  and  a 
mail  campaign  for  the  rural  districts. 

The  $15,000  is  divided  into  369  cash 
prizes  for  theatre  managers  with  the  con- 
test beginning  Nov.  1,  1940,  and  continu- 
ing to,  and  including  Feb.  15,  1941. 

S.  Barret  McCormick,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  RKO,  is  chair- 
man of  the  award  board  and  all  com- 
peting campaigns  should  be  forwarded  to 
the  “Little  Men”  Exploitation  Contest, 
care  of  Mr.  McCormick,  at  RKO  Radio. 


Autographed  Footballs 
Plug  "Knute  Rockne" 

New  Orleans — Walt  Dunn,  of  Para- 
mount-Richards  Theatres,  has  tied  up 
with  24  high  schools  and  colleges  in  his 
territory  to  plug  “Knute  Rockne — All 
American.”  Circuit  is  buying  regulation 
footballs  which  have  been  autographed  by 
Pat  O’Brien,  star  of  the  picture,  and  will 
use  them  during  high  school  and  college 
games. 

Before  being  tossed  onto  the  gridiron, 
the  footballs  will  be  the  subject  of  civic 
ceremonies  with  Mayor  and  other  mu- 
nicipal officials,  football  coaches,  etc.,  par- 
ticipating. Games,  during  which  O’Brien 
autographed  footballs  will  be  used,  will  be 
played  in  advance  of  local  showings  thus 
constituting  solid  advance  plug.  Winning 
teams  get  the  balls. 
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Share  a Window — 

One  of  the  many  windows  Frank  Perry, 
manager  of  the  United  Artists  Theatre 
in  Detroit,  promoted  in  the  advance 
campaign  for  “Escape.”  Aiding  in  the 
exploitation  was  W.  A.  Slee  of  the 
Metro  staff. 


M CJ  Gi  G IE  T 


GAY  90’s  street  parade,  with  old-fash- 
ioned oil  pots  lighting  up  the  line  of 
march  featured  the  “Strike  Up  the  Band” 
campaign  put  over  by  Frank  Miller,  Met- 
ropolitan, Morgantown,  W.  Va. 


Copies  of  a legal-looking  marriage  li- 
cense, red  seal  and  all,  which,  when  un- 
folded, carried  copy  on  “Third  Finger, 
Left  Hand,”  were  distributed  in  Youngs- 
town, Ohio,  as  part  of  Jack  Hynes’  cam- 
paign for  the  feature  at  the  Paramount. 

• 

A “Pay  Day”  for  children  attending  a 
Saturday  matinee  presenting  the  first 
chapter,  “King  of  the  Royal  Mounted,” 
proved  a sellout  affair  for  Manager  Char- 
lie R.  Smith  of  the  Broadway  in  Spring- 
field,  Mass.  All  children  attending  the 
matinee  performance  were  given  envelopes, 
in  which  were  pennies,  nickels  and  dimes. 

• 

A new  cocktail,  called  the  “Bitter  Sweet” 
cocktail  and  specially  devised  by  Oscar  of 
the  Waldorf,  has  been  introduced  at  the 
hotel  in  New  York  City  as  an  advance 
exploitation  aid  for  the  musical.  Local 
restaurants,  hotels  and  bars  may  apply 
the  idea. 

• 

A bat,  bigger  than  life — eight  feet  tall, 
in  fact — with  green  eyes  flashing  on  and 
off,  made  up  a front-of-the-house  dis- 
play for  Sidney  Munter  of  the  Grand 
Opera  House  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  for  “The 
Vampire  Bat.” 

• 

A table  and  chairs  in  the  lobby,  the 
table  carrying  a card  with  copy:  “Re- 
served for  Bing  Crosby-Mary  Martin  in 
‘Rhythm  on  the  River’  ” was  used  by 
Manager  Robert  H.  Busch  at  the  Jeffery 
in  Chicago  a week  in  advance  of  the 
feature. 

• 

A high  school  dance  was  tied  in  for 
“Lucky  Partners”  publicity  by  John  J. 
Maloney,  manager  of  the  Grove  in  Chi- 
cago, by  the  provision  of  several  passes. 
Every  fifth  dance  was  classed  a Lucky 
Partner  dance.  All  those  that  stopped 
dancing  in  a designated  circle  when  the 
music  ended  were  given  passes.  The 
dance  was  ten  days  before  playdate. 

(t  ^ 

: "Letter"  by  Letter  : 

kV  - 

San  Francisco — Heavily  perfumed  let- 
ters, written  on  orchid-colored  stationery, 
went  out  to  a selected  mailing  list  prior 
to  the  premiere  of  “The  Letter”  at  the 
Fox  Theatre. 

The  letters,  handwritten  by  girls  in  the 
local  Warner  office  and  marked  personal, 
read: 

“Robert  will  be  away  for  the  night.  I 
shall  expect  you  at  eleven.  I am  des- 
perate and  if  you  don’t  come  I won’t  be 
responsible  for  the  consequence.” 

A single  initial  constituted  the  signa- 
ture and  a postscript  instructed  the  reader 
to  turn  the  page. 

On  the  inner  page  followed  this:  “Built 
around  this  letter  is  a motion  picture 
which  becomes  one  of  the  most  memorable 
entertainments  ever  seen.  Bette  Davis  in 
W.  Somerset  Maugham’s  brilliant  stage 
success  ‘The  Letter.’  Another  glorious 
triumph  from  the  screen’s  most  celebrated 
star  with  (cast  credits  and  playdate.)” 


Stresses  Street  Ballyhoo 
In  Selling  "Dictator" 


Springfield,  Mass. — Manager  George  E. 
Freeman  of  the  Loew’s  Poll  here  had  one 
of  the  biggest  campaigns  on  “The  Great 
Dictator”  that  has  ever  been  pulled  in 
western  Massachusetts  for  a first-run 
film. 

Besides  a number  of  lobby  displays. 
Manager  Freeman  had  the  theatre’s  ser- 
vice staff  wear  Charlie  Chaplin  costumes. 
Two  youngsters,  dressed  as  the  famed 
funnyman,  marched  up  and  down  Main 
St.  for  two  days  during  the  run  of  film. 
Boyd  Taylor  Sparrow,  assistant  manager, 
spoke  over  Station  WMAS  for  the  pic- 
ture. All  newsboys  were  given  Charlie 
Chaplin  hats  to  wear  while  peddling  their 
papers.  Manager  Freeman  also  sent  out 
the  two  youngsters  dressed  as  Chaplin  to 
where  President  Roosevelt  was  speaking 
in  Court  Square  recently.  Due  to  a 
previous  arrangement,  the  two  boys  were 
allowed  to  stand  near  the  speakers’  stand 
with  their  plugs  for  the  picture  before 
some  40,000  people. 

Tie  In  High  Schools  on 
"Santa  Fe"  Contest 

New  York — A national  promotion  for 
the  forthcoming  “Santa  Fe  Trail”  has 
been  arranged  by  Warner  Bros,  with  the 
cooperation  of  Scholastic  Magazine  in  the 
form  of  a nationwide  contest  among  high 
school  students  for  the  best  25  to  50-word 
conversation  that  might  have  taken  place 
between  John  Brown,  played  by  Raymond 
Massey,  and  Jeb  Stuart,  played  by  Errol 
Flynn  when  Stuart  is  captured  by  John 
Brown’s  band.  First  prize  in  the  contest, 
which  closes  December  2,  is  a free  trip  to 
Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  on  December  14,  for  the 
winning  student  and  his  or  her  teacher, 
to  attend  the  world  premiere  of  “Santa 
Fe  Trail.” 

Ninety-nine  other  prizes  will  be  awarded 
including  Underwood  portable  typewriters, 
Gruen  watches,  RCA  Victor  personal 
radios,  Schick  razors,  sets  of  modern  li- 
brary books,  etc. 


For  a Serial — 

“The  Green  Archer”  gets  a swell  bally- 
hoo start  in  the  lobby  of  the  Brandt 
Central  Theatre  on  New  York’s 
Broadway. 
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NUMBER  ONE  SPOT  STEL  "GREAT  DICTATOR'S" 


BOSTON 

Fenway — Kast  of  the  Kiver  (WB);  Always 

a Bride  (FN)  50 

Keith’s  Memorial — Seven  Sinners  (Univ); 

Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West  (RKO) 95 

Metropolitan — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t); 

Dancing:  on  a Dime  (Para’t)  90 

Orpheum — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  2nd  wk. . . 80 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  45 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  75 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — The  Quarterback  (Para’t) 100 

Carolina — Escape  (M-G-M)  110 

Dilworth — Anne  of  Windy  Poplars  (RKO) 90 

Imperial — Flowing:  Gold  (WB)  90 

State — Before  I Hang-  (Col).  1st  half 100 

State — Young  Bill  Hickok  (Rep).  2nd  half....  100 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  2nd  wk. 

reserved  seats  65 

Chicago — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t).  plus 

Louella  Parsons  stage  show  100 

Garrick — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t). 

3rd  loop  wk 175 

Oriental — Diamond  Frontier  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  85 

Palace — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO);  Give  Us 

M'ings  (Univ)  8 0 

Roosevelt — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  2nd  wk.  ..155 
State-Lake — Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show  85 

Studio — The  Great  Beginning  (Artkino) 165 

United  Artists — Foreign  Correspondent  (UA), 

2nd  wk 100 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted  (RKO).  90 

Capitol — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO)  100 

Grand — Long  Voyage  Home  (UA) 115 

Keith’s — Dispatch  From  Reuter’s  (WB)  85 

Lyric — The  Westerner  (UA),  3rd  wk 90 

Palace — Arise,  Mj’  I.»ove  (Para) 115 

Shubert— Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox).  2nd  wk.  ...100 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB), 

3rd  wk 160 

Hippodrome — Seven  Sinners  (Univ)  100 

Lake — I Married  Adventure  (Col);  Men 

Agralnst  the  Sky  (RKO)  90 

Palace — East  of  the  River  (WB).  plus 

stag-e  show  160 

State — Escape  (M-G-M)  130 

Stillman — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  at  ad- 
vanced prices  400 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Leopard  ]Men  of  Africa  (SR).  1st  half.  100 

Capitol — I’m  Still  Alive  (RKO).  2nd  half 85 

Majestic — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t).  135 

Palace — Escai>e  (M-G-M)  110 

Rialto— Blondie  Plays  Cupid  (Col),  1st  half.  ...  90 
Rialto — The  Ape  (Mono),  plus  ape  man  stage 

show,  2nd  half  110 

Tower — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t),  2nd  wk 90 

DENVER 

Aladdin — Knute  Rockne — All  American  (WB). 

after  wk.  at  Denver  150 

Broadway — Down  Argentine  AVay  (20th-Fox), 

after  wk.  at  Denver  and  Aladdin 100 

Denham — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

3rd  wk 190 

Denver — Spring  Parade  (Univ) ; Lady  in  Ques- 
tion (Col)  100 

Orpheum — Escape  (M-G-M):  Dulcy  (M-G-M)..  140 

Paramount — Great  Dictator  (UA) 225 

Rialto — No  Time  for  Comedy  (FN),  after  wk. 
at  Denver  and  Aladdin;  The  Ape  (Mono) ....  110 

DETROIT 

Adams — Spring  Parade  (Univ),  after  wk.  at 

Fox;  Nobody’s  Children  (Col)  115 

Cinema — The  Ape  (Mono);  The  Monster 

(Mono)  200 

Fox — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox);  A Little 

Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ)  125 

Michigan — Christmas  in  July  (Para’t),  plus 

stage  show  140 

Palms-State — Knute  Rockne — All  American 
(WB),  after  wk.  at  Michigan;  A World  in 

Flames  (Para’t)  125 

Town — Pastor  Hall  (UA) ; Hope  and  Moon- 
light (SR)  100 

United  Artists — Escape  (M-G-M);  Hullabaloo 
(M-G-M).  2nd  wk 110 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Colorado  (Rep);  Trailing;  Double 

Trouble  (Mono)  76 

Circle — Seven  Sinners  (Univ) ; Sligrhtly 

Tempted  (Univ)  100 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


The  Great  Dictator — 

Cleveland  400 

Denver  225 

New  Orleans,  Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh  200 

The  Ape — 

Detroit  (dual)  200 

Down  Argentine  Way — 

New  Orleans  190 

North  West  Mounted  Police — 

Chicago  175 

New  York  City  160 

East  of  the  River — 

New  Orleans  175 

Arise,  My  Love — 

New  Haven  (dual) 175 

Mark  of  Zorro — 

Los  Angeles  (Dual) 175 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Great  Dictator,  5th  wk..  New  York  City; 
3rd  wk.,  Chicago,  Philadelphia. 

Escai)e,  3rd  wk.,  New  York  City. 

Knute  Rockne — Ail  American,  3rd  wk., 
Cleveland. 

North  West  Mounted  Police,  3rd  wk., 
Kansas  City. 


Indiana — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO):  I’m  Still  Alive  (RKO) 65 

Loew’s — The  Great  Dictator  (UA) 125 

Lyric — Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (WB), 

plus  Tommy  Tucker  Orch.  on  stage  100 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox), 

held  over  135 

Midland — Hullabaloo  (M-G-M);  Girls  Under 

21  (Col)  80 

Newman — North  West  .Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

3rd  wk 140 

Orpheum — .\ngels  Over  Broadway  (Col);  Tug:- 

boat  Annie  Sails  Asain  (W^B)  110 

Tower — Friendly  Neig:hbors  (Rep),  plus 

stage  show  140 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  125 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox): 

Young  People  (20th-Fox)  150 

Downtown — Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep);  Tug- 
boat Annie  Sails  Again  (WB),  4 days  of  2nd 

wk 90 

Downtown — The  Lady  AVith  Red  Hair  (WB); 
AATio  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?  (Rep),  first  3 

days  110 

Four  Star — The  Long  A^oyage  Home  (UA), 

2nd  wk 115 

Hiiistreet — Spring  Parade  (Univ);  Men  Against 

the  Sky  (RKO)  140 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  90 

Pantages — Same  as  Hiiistreet  125 

Paramount — North  AAest  Mounted  Police 

(Para’t),  2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show 150 

State — Same  as  Chinese  175 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — ^The  Great  Dictator  (UA)  150 

Riverside — Melody  and  Moonlight  (Rep),  plus 
Tom  Brown,  Arisen  Whelan,  Alexander 

D’Arcy,  Judith  Allen  on  stage 110 

Strand — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t); 

Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M) 100 

Warner — A Dispatch  From  Reuter’s  (WB); 

Spring  Parade  (Univ)  105 

Wisconsin — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox);  Young 
People  (20th-Fox)  115 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  2nd  wk....l40 
Loew-Poli — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox); 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M) 110 

Paramount — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t);  Chero- 
kee Strip  (Para’t)  175 

Roger  Sherman — Seven  Sinners  (Univ) ; Meet 

the  Wildcat  (Univ)  105 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Gold  Rush  Maisie  (M-G-M) 90 

Globe — The  Sea  Hawk  (WB)  100 

Liberty — Seven  Sinners  (Univ)  95 

Loew’s — Great  Dictator  (UA)  200 

Orpheum — East  of  the  River  (WB) 175 

Saenger — Down  Argentine  tVay  (20th-Fox) 190 

Tudor — I Love  You  Again  (M-G-M) 90 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  5 th  road- 
show wk 150 

Capitol — Same  as  Astor  140 

Criterion — The  Golden  Fleecing  (M-G-M) 90 

Globe — Girls  Under  21  (Col) 85 

Paramount — North  AA’est  Mounted  Police 

(Para’t),  plus  stage  show  160 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Escai>e  (M-G-M),  2nd 

wk..  plus  stage  show  115 

Rialto — Cherokee  Strip  (Para’t)  90 

Rivoli — Christinas  in  July  (Para’t) 90 

Roxy — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox),  5 days  of 

2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  110 

Strand — Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (WB), 

plus  stage  show  105 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Spring  Parade  (Univ)  115 

Liberty — The  Mummy’s  Hand  (Univ);  I’m 

Nobody’s  Sweetheart  (Univ)  90 

Midwest — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox) 120 

State — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO)  125 

Tower — Andy  Hardy  Meets  Debutante  (M-G-M).  95 
Warner — Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox);  The 

Gay  Caballero  (20th-Fox)  90 


Criterion — Third  Finger,  Lett  Hand  (M-G-M)..  110 
Liberty — Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para’t);  Slightly 

Tempted  (Univ)  100 

Midwest — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t) 95 

State — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO),  4 days,  2nd  wk 80 

Tower — Christmas  in  July  (Para’t)  90 

Warner — Charlie  Chan  at  the  AVax  Museum 

(20th-Fox);  Sued  for  Libel  (RKO) 95 

OMAHA 

Brandels — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO);  Lady  in 

Question  (Col)  100 

Omaha — Escape  (M-G-M);  Sky  Murder 

(M-G-M)  150 

Orpheum — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t),  plus 

stage  show  100 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  3rd  wk 200 

Boyd — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t),  2nd  wk 80 

Earle — I Want  a Divorce  (Para’t),  plus 

stage  show  100 

Fox — Rhythm  on  the  River  (Para’t) 85 

Karlton^ — Hired  Wife  (Univ),  2nd  run 100 

Keith’s — A Dispatch  From  Reuter’s  (WB), 

2nd  run  80 

Stanley — Escape  (M-G-M)  125 

Stanton — Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (WB)....105 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Kit  Carson  (UA)  80 

Barry — Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor  (RKO); 

Drums  of  the  Desert  (Mono)  110 

Fulton — Spring  Parade  (Univ),  2nd  wk 120 

Penn — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t)  110 

Ritz — The  Ramparts  We  Watch  (RKO) 150 

Senator — Down  Argentine  W'ay  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  d.  t.  wk 50 

Stanley — Disi>atcli  From  Reuter’s  (WB); 

plus  George  White's  Scandals  on  stage 130 

Warner — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  2nd  and 

final  wk.  at  advanced  prices  200 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — The  Leather  Ihishers  (Univ);  Money 

and  the  Woman  (WB)  100 

Centre — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t) 100 

Lake — The  Ape  (Mono),  plus  stage  show 100 

Paramount — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t);  A 

AVorld  in  Flames  (Para’t) 115 

RialtK) — They  Knew  AVhat  They  AVanted  (RKO).  95 
Studio — North  W>st  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

2nd  wk 110 

Utah — City  for  Conquest  (WB) 100 

Victory — Those  Were  the  Days  (Para’t) 100 

SEATTLE 

Fifth  Avenue- — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Street 

of  Memories  (20th-Fox)  90 

Liberty — The  Westerner  (UA),  3rd  wk 85 

Music  Box — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M); 

Yesterday's  Heroes  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk 85 

Orpheum — The  Letter  (WB);  Calling  All 

Husbands  (WB)  100 

Palomar — French  AVithout  Tears  (Para’t) ; 

Men  Against  the  Sky  (RKO)  90 

Paramount — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox); 

Young  People  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 90 
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Nice  Work  li  You  Can 
Do  It 

Columbia  iCinescope  Release)  9 Mins. 

Pretty  girls,  smart  narration  and  a 
glimpse  into  interesting  fields  of  endea- 
vor lift  this  above  the  regulation  offering. 
Jefferson  Machamer  shows  how  he  cre- 
ates his  girl  drawings  and  the  live  model 
shows  up;  a candid  camera  enthusiast 
comically  demonstrates  how  trick  shots  are 
made  and  a Hollywood  genius  shows  the 
conversion  of  such  waste  products  as  corn 
husks,  tumbleweed  and  other  growths  into 
beautiful  replicas  of  flowers  and  novelty 
decorations. 


Motorcycle  Stunting 

Paramount  (Sportlight)  10  Mins. 

Races  in  Pennsylvania,  trick  riding  in 
California,  cross-country  races,  uphill  con- 
tests and  neck-risking  specialties  by  Lucky 
Teeter’s  troupe  make  up  a generally  excit- 
ing reel.  Not  for  a second  does  the  cam- 
era stand  still.  Thrills  in  every  sequence. 
Good  stuff. 


Community  Sing,  5-2 

Columbia  9 Mins. 

Don  Baker  plays  the  organ  accompani- 
ment and  had  a hand  in  re-writing  some 
of  the  tunes  which  appear  on  the  screen. 
Starting  with  “The  Beer  Barrel  Polka,” 
the  content  includes  “You  Made  Me  Love 
You”  and  “I  Can’t  Give  You  Anything  But 
Love,  Baby.”  “I  Am  an  American”  con- 
cludes. If  they  like  to  entertain  them- 
selves, this  is  their  meat. 


Sportsmans  Partner 

RKO  (Sportscope)  9 Mms. 

Hunting  dogs  again.  This  time  it’s  cock- 
er spaniels  that  go  through  the  book  of 
fine  points  while  a couple  of  nimrods 
blast  away  at  quail  and  pheasant.  It  has 
fine  photography,  a refreshing  air.  Should 
particularly  be  found  pleasing  in  its  early 
sequences  which  show  cocker  pups  in  play- 
ful antics. 


Savoy  in  the  Alps 

Columbia  (Columbia  Tour)  10  Mins. 

Handsomely  photographed  and  narrated 
scenes  of  the  French  province  bordering 
Italy  which  figured  recently  in  the  Vichy 
armistice.  Done  in  the  best  Andre  De  La 
Varre  style,  it  features  mountain  scenery, 
particularly  Mont  Blanc.  Very  much 
worthwhile. 


Islands  of  the  West  Indies 

Columbia  (Columbia  Tour)  9 Mins. 

Currently  figuring  in  the  international 
news  of  the  day,  the  subject  of  this  short 
rates  playing  immediately  for  its  timeli- 
ness. It  is  well  photographed.  Islands 
visited  are  Martinique,  Trinidad,  Curacao. 
Nicely  done,  expertly  narrated  and  edited. 
Worthwhile. 


River  Thames — 
Yesterday 

(Fascinating  Journeys) 
Paramount  10  Mins. 

This  series,  and  this  subject,  should 
easily  be  tops  in  the  year's  crop  of 
travel  shorts.  Furthermore,  in  the  past 
few  years  few  series  by  other  com- 
panies even  approach  these  offerings. 
In  the  sort  of  Technicolor  that  com- 
pares with  an  artist's  palette,  the  con- 
tent of  "River  Thames — Yesterday" 
comes  to  the  screen  in  soft,  warm  tints. 
The  camera  sails  down  the  river  show- 
ing how  in  its  journey  to  the  sea  it  en- 
compasses myriad  phases  of  English 
life  from  farmlands,  to  gracious  living 
quarters  on  its  banks,  to  London  with 
its  teeming  activity,  to  the  open  sea. 
The  narration  is  sheer  poetry.  Addi- 
tionally, it's  a document  that  reflects  a 
kind  of  life  at  present  undergoing 
severe  test.  Don't  pass  this  one  up. 


Mysterious  Doctor  Satan 

(Serial:  15  parts) 

Republic  First  Episode:  31  Mins. 

Not  in  recent  months  has  the  screen 
been  subjected  to  such  scenes  of  violent 
action  guaranteed  to  thrill  as  appear  in 
this  installment  package.  Everything  that 
usually  happens  as  the  story  speeds  along 
does  so,  and  more.  A master  criminal, 
played  by  Eduardo  Ciannelli,  who  is  out 
to  rob  and  terrorize  the  nation,  has  a 
robot  man  which  is  not  quite  completed. . 
He  needs  a few  modern  inventions  for  it 
to  function  perfectly.  So  he  uses  a crew 
of  men  whom  he  contacts  and  later  kills, 
with  a radio  device.  On  the  other  side 
of  the  fence  there  is  Robert  Wilcox,  “The 
Copperhead,”  who  generally  manages  to 
get  in  ahead  of  Satan  and  lessen  the  en- 
suing dirty  business.  Audiences  probably 
will  be  properly  awed  by  the  happenings. 
That  awe  should  keep  them  coming  back 
for  more. 


The  Constable 

Paramount  (Gabby  Cartoon)  7 Mins. 

Technicolored  Gabby  is  patrolling  his 
beat  when  interrupted  by  a thief  who 
makes  off  with  a pig.  Eventually,  with 
clever  animation  and  story  attendant, 
Gabby  gets  his  man.  Worthwhile. 


Picture  People,  No.  3 

RKO  10  Mins. 

Devoting  its  entire  footage  to  didoes  at 
the  new  Pirate’s  Den  nightclub  in  Holly- 
wood, this  short  affably  gives  off  the  im- 
pression that  the  place  is  something  of  a 
madhouse  where  the  accent  falls  heavily 
on  harebrained  antic.  A few  dozen  film 
celebrities  lend  their  goodwill  to  the  do- 
ings. Chief  comedy  is  made  by  Rudy  Val- 
lee,  Ken  Murray,  Fred  MacMurray,  Doro- 
thy Lamour,  W.  C.  Fields.  They  have  fun, 
so  will  the  audience. 


Bar  Buckaroos 

RKO  (Western  Musical)  16  Mins. 

Ray  Whitley’s  troupe  takes  a one  night 
job  playing  in  a cowtown  saloon,  presided 
over  by  a strong  arm  harridan,  in  order 
to  get  the  entry  fee  for  participation  in 
a rodeo.  They  play  bovine  Beethoven  in 
the  familiar  way  with  an  average  story 
backing  up  the  music.  Following  a brawl, 
Whitley  winds  up  with  a black  eye,  a 
broken  leg  and  other  infirmities  but  he 
has  his  girl,  his  music  and  no  doubt 
another  similar  film  appearance  to  look 
forward  to. 


Information  Please,  No.  3 

RKO  (Prod.  No.  14,203)  10  Mms. 

Alice  Marble,  the  tennis  champion,  ap- 
pears with  Levant,  Kieran  and  Adams. 
Clifton  Fadiman  lets  them  test  their  wit 
with  the  usual  light  assortment  of  liter- 
ary charades,  sport  posers,  poetry,  song 
and  the  like.  It  still  manages  to  convey 
an  impromptu  air.  Recommended. 


Mr.  Mouse  Takes  a Trip 

Disney-RKO  8 Mins. 

Mickey  and  Pluto  entrain  for  Pomona. 
En  route  they  discover  the  conductor  is 
not  quite  conducive  to  the  idea  of  Pluto 
riding  in  a coach.  Mickey,  in  order  to 
conceal  Pluto,  runs  through  a neat  bag 
of  imaginative  and  funny  animated  se- 
quences, from  coach  to  Pullman  to  mail 
car  where  they  ultimately  elude  their 
pursuer.  They  wind  up  in  Pomona  where 
they  wanted  to  go.  Worthwhile. 


Screen  Snapshots,  20-2 

Columbia  9 Mins. 

In  its  small  way,  this  subject  hits  hard 
in  the  entertainment  calibre.  It’s  a film 
record  of  a lunch  given  Smiley  Burnette 
who  was  made  honorary  mayor  of  Studio 
City.  On  hand  to  titillate  the  audience  are 
Gene  Autry,  Parkyakarkus,  Billy  Gilbert. 
The  narration  is  given  by  Don  Wilson. 
Good. 


Sneak,  Snoop  & Snitch 

Paramount  (Animated  Antics)  7 Mins. 

The  three  spies  from  “Gulliver’s  Travels” 
appear  here  as  thieves  who  rob  the  local 
king  of  his  jewel  chest,  have  a harum- 
scarum  time  getting  the  key  and  eventu- 
ally discover  it  contains  nothing  but  a 
junior  G-Man  badge.  Children  will  pro- 
perly appreciate  it. 
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Columbia 

Girls  of  the  Road 

Picture  caused  quite  a little  comment 
and  drew  good  business.  Rather  depres- 
sing, but  seemed  to  please.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  26-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,200.  Capacity: 
300. — Allan  Banks,  Vogue,  Remsen,  la. 

He  Stayed  for  Breakfast 

Good  show.  Plenty  of  laughs.  Didn’t  do 
much  business  because  I played  against 
two  football  games,  street  carnival  and 
free  county  fair.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Admission: 
15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
1,725.  Capacity:  400. — M.  B.  Hasty,  Joy, 
Dardanelle,  Ark. 

M-G-M 

Andy  Hardy  Meets  Debutante 

This  picture  did  a little  above  Saturday- 
Sunday  business,  but  I don't  think  it  was 
as  good  as  some  of  its  predecessors.  Judy 
Garland’s  singing  in  this  picture  is  ex- 
ceptionally good  and  entertaining.  Weath- 
er: Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,002.  Capacity: 
175. — Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  New  Haven. 
New  Haven,  Mo. 

Dr.  Kildare's  Strange  Case 

These  pictures  are  different  and  my  cus- 
tomers like  them  very  much.  They  are 
always  waiting  for  the  next  one.  Tues- 
day. Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  850.  Ca- 
pacity: 384. — R.  M.  Enloe,  Wahoo,  Du- 
bach.  La. 

Golden  Fleecing 

A good  picture  with  good  comedy. 
Seemed  to  please  all  who  came.  Played 
on  double  feature  program  with  “You’re 
Not  So  Tough.”  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  28-10.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  2,800.  Capacity:  400. 
— Irvin  Baker  jr..  Roaring  Spring,  Roar- 
ing Spring,  Pa. 

Monogram 

Boys  of  the  City 

Another  “Tough  Guy”  picture  that  is 
above  average.  A good  weekend  picture. 
Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 25,870.  Capacity:  744. — Pearce 
Parkhurst,  Larcom,  Beverly,  Mass. 

Paramount 

Great  McGinty,  The 

A picture  all  the  critics  raved  about, 
and  while  a fair  show,  it  fell  flat  at  our 
boxoffice  and  received  no  favorable  com- 
ment. Just  another  picture  to  get  rid  of. 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
26-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,200. 
Capacity:  300. — Allan  Banks,  Vogue,  Rem- 
sen, la. 

Safari  and  Those  Were  the  Days 

Both  of  these  pictures  pleased.  “Safari” 
wasn’t  very  exciting,  but  our  crowd  likes 
Madeleine  Carroll  and  Fairbanks  jr.  Mon., 
Tues.  Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  30-10. 
Rural-town  patronage.  Capacity:  500-300. 
— W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way, 
Sheridan,  Ore. 

Way  of  All  Flesh 

A swell  picture.  Has  plenty  of  boxoffice 
pull.  This  picture  will  be  appreciated  by 
any  audience.  Wednesday.  Weather:  Cool. 
Admission:  20-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  2,000. — Frank  Medley,  Palace, 
Monterey,  Tenn. 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY.  Boxof- 
fice, 4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Republic 

Scatterbrain 

A good  comedy  that  was  a trifle  on  the 
hill-billy  side  but  even  the  college  profs 
put  their  stamp  of  approval  on  it.  Just 
the  thing  to  show  after  you  have  had  sev- 
eral heavy  or  arty  pictures.  Business 
slightly  above  average  for  the  midweek 
change. — R.  Evans,  Melodian,  Cheney, 
Wash. 

Wagons  Westward 

A real  action  show.  They  like  it.  Played 
with  “Queen  of  the  Mob.”  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural- 
town  patronage.  Capacity:  500-300. — W.  H. 
Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan, 
Ore. 

RKO  Radio 

Tom  Brown's  School  Days 

A well  acted  story  based  on  the  book 
of  the  same  name,  but  it  isn’t  much  for 
the  small  town  lx)xoffice.  My  patrons 
just  don’t  go  for  a picture  with  an  Eng- 
lish locale.  Boxoffice  poor.  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  1,002.  Ca- 
pacity: 175. — Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  New 
Haven,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Four  Sons 

Good  but  no  draw.  I think  the  public 
hears  too  much  war  now  to  enjoy  a war 
story.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Warm.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,000.  Capacity:  184. — R.  C.  Van- 
trease,  Rex,  Watertown,  Tenn. 

Lillian  Russell 

This  one  has  been  classed  a flop  by 
some,  but  I thought  it  was  fair.  Boxof- 
fice off.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Warm. 
Admission:  20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,000.  Capacity:  184. — R.  C.  Van- 
trease,  Rex,  Watertown,  Tenn. 

Maryland 

A swell  Technicolor  picture  that  pleased 
my  audience  100  per  cent.  Boxoffice  con- 
siderably better  than  average  midweek. 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
1,002.  Capacity:  175. — Walter  J.  Buch- 
holtz, New  Haven,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

Shooting  High 

Average  for  Autry  and  Withers.  Also 
as  to  drawing  power.  Play  it.  Saturday. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  850.  Capac- 
ity: 384. — R.  M.  Enloe,  Wahoo,  Dubach, 
La. 

United  Artists 

One  Million  B.  C. 

Here’s  a picture  that  was  decidedly  dif- 
ferent. Clever  photography  made  it  good. 
Seemed  to  please  all.  Played  with  “King 
of  the  Lumberjacks.”  Business  good.  Sat., 
Sun.  Weather:  Pair.  Admission:  28-10. 


Small  town  patronage.  Population:  2,800. 
Capacity:  400. — Irvin  Baker  jr..  Roaring 
Spring,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Saps  at  Sea 

A scream  from  beginning  to  end  not 
only  on  the  screen  but  at  “gate”  also. 
They  don’t  make  enough  like  this  one  to 
satisfy  our  crowds.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  15-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,200.  Capacity:  450. — Wil- 
liam Bielamowicz,  St.  Mary’s,  Bremond, 
Tex. 

South  of  Pago  Pago 

Fair  picture.  Gross  25  per  cent  above 
normal.  Jon  Hall  outstanding.  This  type 
of  picture  a natural  for  us.  Thurs.,  Fri. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  28-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  2,000. — Frank 
Medley,  Palace,  Monterey,  Tenn. 

Universal 

When  the  Daltons  Rode 

A bang-up  action  western  of  the  spec- 
tacular type  that  is  chock-full  of  enter- 
tainment. Plenty  big  enough  for  your  best 
dates.  Andy  Devine  is  extra  good  in  this. 
Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Pair.  Admis- 
sion: 26-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population; 
1,200.  Capacity:  300. — Allan  Banks, 
Vogue,  Remsen,  la. 

You're  Not  So  Tough 

Booked  this  on  Sunday  in  place  of  a 
so-called  big  picture  and  the  “Dead  End 
Kids”  did  it  again.  The  largest  Sunday 
gross  for  some  time  with  everybody  well 
pleased  with  the  show.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  26-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,200.  Capacity:  300. — Allan 

Banks,  Vogue,  Remsen,  la. 

Warner  Bros, 

Brother  Orchid 

Edward  G.  Robinson  no  drawing  card 
here.  However,  Humphrey  Bogart  and 
Ann  Sothern  are  gold  to  my  boxoffice. 
Good  show,  good  moral,  business  up  to 
par.  Pleased  100  per  cent.  Give  it  the 
best  play  date.  Most  Warner  pictures  are 
good.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 22-10.  Rural-town  patronage. 
Population:  650.  Capacity:  408. — Jack 
Story,  Mary  Agnes,  Jamestown,  Ky. 
Flowing  Gold 

A very  good  picture  with  lots  of  action 
and  comedy.  Good  for  any  day  of  the 
week.  Business  good.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weath- 
er: Fair.  Admission:  28-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  2,800.  Capacity: 
400. — Irvin  Baker  jr..  Roaring  Spring, 
Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Sea  Hawk,  The 

This  picture  will  do  OK  the  first  day, 
but  after  word  gets  around,  you  can  close 
the  second  day.  Personally,  I liked  the 
picture  but  my  patrons  did  not.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather;  Fair.  Admission:  15-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,725.  Ca- 
pacity: 400. — M.  B.  Hasty,  Joy,  Dardanelle, 
Ark. 

They  Drive  by  Night 

A swell  picture  with  plenty  of  action. 
It  is  also  entertaining  in  that  it  is  a 
picture  of  trucking,  something  that  hasn’t 
been  overdone  in  pictures.  I’m  surprised 
a few  of  the  sequences  escaped  the  cen- 
sor’s shears.  Business  above  average. 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather;  Pair.  Admission: 
25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
1,002.  Capacity:  175. — Walter  J.  Buch- 
holtz, New  Haven,  New  Haven,  Mo. 
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Drama  101 

1 l ake  This  Oath 

(67) 

loyce  Compton 

U — June  1 

[7]  Western  151 

1 rontier  Crusader 

(63)  R — June  15 

g Com.  Drama  102 

Hold  That  Woman 

(66) 

James  Dunn 

III 

ee 

UJ 

X 

ee 

3e 

H]  O’d’r  Md.  WB422 
King:  of  the  Lum- 
ber jacks  (69) 

John  Payne 

Gloria  Dickson 

R— Feb.  24 

^ Drama  FN468 
’Til  We  Meet  Again 

(98) 

Merle  Oberon 

George  Brent 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — Apr.  13 

^ Com.  Dr.  FN468 

An  Angel  From 

Texas  (69) 

Wayne  Morris 

Eddie  Albert 

Rosemary  Lane 

R — Apr.  20 

[4]  M' drama  WB423 

Tear  Gas  Squad 

(55) 

R — Apr.  27 

[iJ]  Drama  IVBJln 

Saturday’s  Children 

(101):  R— Apr.  1. 

John  Garfield 

Ann  Shirley 

M' drama  F>’4(>i 

Flight  Angels  (74 1 

Virginia  Bruce 

Wayne  Morris 

R— May  11 

|2^  Drama  FN455 

Torrid  Zone  (87) 

James  Cagney 

Ann  Sheridan 

R- — May  18 

|7~]  M’drama  F>4'2 

.Murder  in  the  Air 

(55) 

Ronald  Reagan 

Lya  Lys  R — May  11 

[~3~|  Com.  Dr.  WBtO'. 

Brother  Orchid  (91 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

R — June  1 

M’drama  FN473 

Fugitive  From  Jus- 

tice (53)  R-June  22 
Roger  Pryor 

Lucille  Fairbanks 

g M'drama  WB4?4 

(irambling  on  the 

High  Seas  (56) 

Wayne  Morris 

Jane  Wyman 

R— Oct.  12 

UNIVERSAL 

[i^  M’drama  4018 
House  of  Seren 
Gables  (89) 
Margaret  Lindsay 
R— Mar.  9 

M’drama  4018 

Black  Friday  (70) 
Lugosi- Karloff 

R— Mar.  9 

[19]  M’drama  4033 

Enemy  Agent  (61) 
Richard  Cromwell 

R — Mar.  30 

[U  Musical  4005 

If  I Had  My  Way 

(94) 

R — May  4 

[[o|  Action  Dr.  4031 

Ski  Patrol  (64) 

Lull  Deste 

R— May  11 

Comedy  4015 

Alias  the  Deacon 

(73);  R — May  4 

Bob  Burns 

Mischa  Auer 

^ Melodrama  4056 

Hot  Steel  (61) 

Richard  Arlen 

Andy  Devine 

R — Aug.  17 

Musical  4029 

La  Conga  Nights 

(61)  R— May  18 

[3j]  Western  4063 

Bad  Man  From  Red 

Butte  (58)  R-Jne  IB 

j~^  Drama  4036 

Love,  Honor  and 

Oh  Baby  (59) 

R — June  8 

Com.  Drama  4008 

Sandy  Is  a I-ady 

(64)  R — May  25 

Baby  Sandy 

Eugene  Pallette 

Comedy  4037 

I Can’t  Give  Yon 

Anything  But 

Love  (61) 

Broderick  Crawford 

R— May  11 

g Drama  5046 

The  Fugitive  (77) 

Ralph  Richardson 

Diana  Wynyard 

R — July  6 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

|l2|  Drama 

^Rebecca  (127) 

Laurence  Olivier 
Joan  Fontaine 

R — Mar.  30 

5 -d 

1 

i 

O 

Q,  3 

|l^  Drama 

Tumabout  (83) 

Adolphe  Menjou 

Carol  Landis 

R— May  11 

gj]  Drama 

Our  Town  (90) 

William  Holden 

Martha  Scott 

R— May  18 

20TH-F0X 

|l2[  O’dr  Drama  039 
Viva  Cisco  Kid  (70) 
Cesar  Romero 

Jean  Rogers 

R— Mar.  23 

[19]  Drama  041 

Johnny  Apollo  (93) 
Tyrone  Power 
Dorothy  Lamour 

[2^  Comedy  041 

Shooting  High  (65) 
Jane  Withers 

Gene  Autry 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — Mar.  9 

Comedy  043 

So  This  Is  London 
(84) 

R — Apr.  27 

[j^  M’drama  038 
I Was  an  Adven- 
turess (81) 

Vera  Zorina 

R — May  11 

[lo]  Comedy  044 

On  Their  Own  (65) 
Jones  Family 

R— Apr.  13 

g Drama  046 

Lillian  RusseU  (127) 

Alice  Faye 

Henry  Fonda 

R — June  1 

|3l|  Drama  051 

Girl  in  313  (58) 

Florence  Rice 

Kent  Taylor 

R — May  11 

[Y|  Drama  034 

Earthbound  (67) 

Warner  Baxter 

R— May  18 

^ Drama  047 

Four  Sons  (88) 

Don  Ameche 

Mary  Beth  Hughes 

R — June  8 

1^  Mystery  048 

Charlie  Chan’s  Mur- 

der Cruise  (75) 
Sidney  Toler 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — May  4 

Outd’r  Dr.  049 

Lucky  Cisco  Kid 

(68) 

Cesar  Romero 

Mary  Beth  Hughes 

R — June  1 

RKO  RADIO 

[l^  Western  083 

Ballet  Code  (65) 

R — Apr.  13 

[19]  Drama  009 

Abe  Lincoln  in  Illi- 
nois (112) 

Raymond  Massey 
Ruth  Gordon 

R — Jan.  27 

g Drama  027 

Curtain  Call  (60) 
Barbara  Read 

Alan  Mowbray 

R— Apr.  13 

[3]  Mu3.  Com.  0S4 

Irene  (101) 

Anna  Neagle 

R — Apr.  27 

[lo|  Drama  031 

Beyond  Tomorrow 
(83);  R— Mar.  30 
Charles  W'innlngor 
Helen  Vinson 

Com.  Drama  025 
My  Favorite  Wife 

(88)  R— May  4 
Irene  Dunne 

Cary  Grant 

1^  Com.  Drama  032 

You  Can’t  Fool  Yoox 
Wife  (65) 

Lucille  Ball 

R— May  25 

^ Drama  026 

BUI  of  Divorcement 
(74) 

Maureen  O’Hara 
Adolphe  Menjou 

R— Mar.  16 

p7|  Melodrama  033 

Saint  Takes  Over 

(68)  R— Apr.  27 

George  Sanders 

Western  OS-i 

Prairie  Law  (60) 

George  O’Brien 

R — June  8 

I2II  Com.  Drama  034 

Pop  Always  Pays 

(67) 

Leon  Errol 

R — June  22 

lllj  Drama  035 

.Anne  of  Windy 

Poplars  (8  6) 

Anne  Shirley 

R — June  22 

REPUBLIC 

[l^  Western  954 

Young  Buffalo  Bill 
(59)  Roy  Rogers 
R — Apr.  27 

[1^  Drama  901 

Dark  Command  (94) 
R — Apr.  13 
[1^  Comedy  922 

Grandpa  Goes  to 
Town  (66) 

R — Apr.  20 

[ttI  Musical  Ml 

In  Old  mssouri  (67) 

R — Sept.  14 

1^  Western  905 

Covered  Wagon  Days 
(56)  R — June  8 

Three  Mesquiteers 

[lo]  Drama  923 

Crooked  Road,  The 
(66)  R— May  18 

Edmund  Lowe 

(]^  Western  943 

Gaucho  Serenade 
(66) 

Gene  Autry 

R— May  18 

g Melodrama  924 

Gangs  of  Chicago 
(66) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Lola  Lane 

R— May  25 

j24]  Western  966 

Rocky  Mountain 
Rangers  (58) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — June  8 

|~g]  Drama  902 

Women  ia  War  (70) 
Elsie  Janis 

R — June  1 

|l9]  Act’n  Drama  907 

IVagous  Westward 
(70)  R — -June  29 

Chester  Morris 

Anita  Louise 

^ Musical  Com.  908 

Grand  Ole  Opry  (67) 

R— July  6 

^ Western  955 

Carson  City  Kid  (57) 

R — July  6 

1^  Western  992 

One  Man’s  Law  (57) 

Don  "Red”  Barry 

Janet  Waldo 

R— July  13 

PARAMOUNT 

g M’drama  3989 
0Dr.  Cyclops  (77) 

Janice  Logan 

Albert  Dekker 

R — Mar.  9 

|l9|  Western  3931 
Light  of  Western 
Stars  (63) 

Victor  Jory 

Jo  Ann  Sayres 

R — Apr.  20 

|26|  Farce  Com.  3930 

French  Without 
Tears  (66) 

Ellen  Drew 

Ray  Mllland 

R— Mar.  30 

fa]  Comedy  3932 

Buck  Benny  Rides 
Again  (80) 

R — Apr.  20 

[lo]  Comedy  3933 

Opened  by  Mistake 

(66)  R— May  11 

Charlie  Ruggles 

Janice  Logan 

|l^  Drama  3934 

©Typhoon  (71) 

Dorothy  Lamour 

Preston  Foster 

R — May  4 

^ Drama  3931 

Biscuit  Eater,  The 

(80) 

Billy  Lee 

R— Apr.  13 

g Comedy  3936 

Those  Were  the 

Days  (70) 

William  Holden 
Bonita  Granville 

R— May  25 

p7~|  Western  3958 

Hidden  Gold  (61) 
William  Boyd 

R — May  25 

[l4|  Drama  3937 

Safari  (81) 

Doug.  Fairbanks  jr. 
Madeleine  Carroll 

R — June  1 

[2l|  Mys.  Com.  3938 
Ghost  Breakers  (85) 
Bob  Hope 

Paulette  Goddard 

R — June  15 

[is]  Drama  3939 

Queen  of  the  Mob 

(61)  R— June  29 

Ralph  Bellamy 

Blanche  Turka 

Jean  Cagney 

MONOGRAM 

[lol  Western  3903 

Covered  Wagon 
Trails  (53) 

J.  Randall  R-May  11 

[1^  Action  Dr.  3928 

Sky  Bandits  (66) 

R— May  25 

|2o|  Com.  Drama  11 

Tomboy  (70) 

M.  Jones-J..  Moran 
R— Apr.  27 

|30|  M’drama  3926 

Mysterious  Mr.  Ree- 
der (77)  R-May  11 
^ Western  3954 

Pals  of  the  Silver 
Sage  (52):  Ritter 
R — May  11 

[2]  Western  8904 

Land  of  Six  Guns 

(54) 

R — June  1 

Western  3965 

Cowboy  From  Sun- 

down (58) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — May  11 

[23|  Western  3965 

Kid  From  Santa  Fe 

(50) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Sept.  28 

g Western  3966 

Riders  From  No- 
where (45) 

Jack  Randall 

R— Oct.  19 

[n]  Com.  Drama  3915 

On  the  Spot  (62) 
Frankie  Darro 

R — June  8 

|li]  Western  3960 

Wild  Horse  Range 
(51) 

Jack  Randall 

R — June  22 

[iB]  M’drama  3927 

Last  Alarm  (61) 
Polly  Ann  Young 
Warren  Hull 

R — July  13 

M-G-M 

g Drama  30 

Dr.  Kildare’s 

Strange  Case  (76) 
Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

L.  Day;  R — Apr.  6 

(l9|  Com.  Drama  S3 

Two  Girls  on  Broad- 

way (71) 

Lana  Turner 

Joan  Blondell 

George  Murphy 

R — Apr.  27 

j26]  Com.  Dram*  S4 

40  Little  Mothers 
(90) 

Bddle  Cantor 

Rita  Johnson 

R — Apr.  20 

[3~|  Action  Drama  36 

20  Mule  Team  (85) 
Wallace  Beery 

R — May  4 

[i^  Drama  38 

yiEdison,  the  Man 
(106)  R— May  2.6 
Spencer  Tracy 

Rita  Johnson 

[ItI  Drama  37 

Waterloo  Bridge 

(109)  R— May  18 
Robert  Taylor 

Vivien  Leigh 

Mys.  Drama  40 

Phantom  Raiders 

(70) 

Walter  Pidgeon 

R — Juno  1 

[7~|  Drama  39 

Susan  and  God  (117) 
Joan  Crawford 

R — June  8 

Drama  41 

^jiMortal  Storm,  The 
(99)  R — June  15 
Margaret  Sullavan 
James  Stewart 

Com.  Drama  42 
Captain  Is  a Lady 
(65)  R— June  29 
Virginia  Grey 

Billie  Burke 

Charles  Coburn 

[is]  Musical  31 

New  Moon  (100) 
Jeanette  MacDonald 
Nelson  Eddy 

R — June  22 

COLUMBIA 

im  M’drama  Id! 

Man  With  Nine 
Lives  (73) 

Boris  Karloff 

Roger  Pryor 

Jo  Ann  Sayres 

R — Apr.  20 

Drama  100^ 

Doctor  Takes  a 
Wife  (88) 

Loretta  Young 

Ray  Milland 

R — May  4 

[T]  Western  1113 

Man  From  Tomhl#^ 
weeds  (69) 

R — June  1 

[le]  Drama  1029 

Babies  for  Sale  (64) 
Rochelle  Hudson 
Glenn  Ford 

R— May  25 

1^  M’drama  1023 

Island  of  Doomed 

Men  (67) 

P.  Lorre  R-May  25 
[ie]  Drama  1111 

21  Days  Together(72) 

Olivier;  R-May  4 

Western  9206 
Texas  Stagecoach 

(59):  R— Mar.  30 
Charles  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

g M’drama  1016 
Lone  Wolf  Meets  m 
Lady  (71) 

Warren  William 

Jean  Muir 

R — June  8 

in  Drama  1112 

Mad  Men  of  Europe 
(73)  R— June  1 

Edmund  Gwenn 

[n  M’drama  1028 
Pas.sport  to  Alcatra, 
(60);  Jack  Holt 

B — June  22 

^ Drama  1037 

Girls  of  the  Road 
(61) 

Ann  Dvorak 

Lola  Lane 

R — June  29 

lii]  Western  1214 

Return  of  Wild  Bill 
(57)  R— July  13 

liol  Comedy  1021 

Out  West  With  the 
Peppers  (61) 

R — July  13 

APR. 

13 

APR. 

20 

APR. 

27 

MAY 

4 

MAY 

11 

MAY 

18 

MAY 

25 

JUNE 

1 

JUNE 

8 

JUNE 

15 

JUNE 

22 

! 

JUNE 

29 

^ooklnq  -(ik 
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d. 


Features  scheduled  for  release  beyond  dates  In  the  Booking  Chart 
are  listed  herein.  Running:  tinief  ns  furnished  by  home  office  ol 
distributor,  follows  title.  As  local  conditions  such  as  censorship 
subject  this  to  chungre,  checkup  with  exchanffe  is  recommended. 


A GUTOE 


FORTHCOMING  RELEASES 


Prod.  No.  Title 


Stars 


Released  Reviewed 


.Across  the  Sierra  (..) 

.Arizona  (125)  

.Ba<l  Man  From  Bisl>ee  (..) 
.Blondie  Goes  l.Atin 

Great  Swindle,  The 
.North  From  the  Bone  Star  ( 
• Outlaws  of  the  Panhandle  ( . 

Pinto  Kid.  The  (..) 

.Wildcat  of  Tucson 

.Wild  Bill  Hits  the  Trail  (. 


.Philadelphia  Story  (..)  ..•• 


.You’re  Out  of  Luck 


COLUMBIA 

..Bill  Elliott,  Luana  Walters Feb.  13,  *41 

. . Jean  .Arthur,  \\  illiam  Holden  

. . Bill  Elliott  Apr.  24 

. Penny  Singleton 

..Jack  Holt,  Marjorie  Reynolds 

.)Bili  Elliott  Mar.  27 

).  Charles  Starrett,  Frances  Robinson Feb.  27 

..Charles  Starrett  Jan.  9,  *41 

. . Bill  Elliott  

) . Bill  Elliott  May  23 


M-G-M 

. Kntliariiie  Hepburn,  Cary  Grant. 

MONOGRAM 

. Frankie  Darro  


Jan.  5,  *41 


PARAMOUNT 


• Ablrieh  I'anilly 
Henry  ( . . ) 

Date  With  Destiny,  A 


l.ife  With 

.JiieUie  Cooper,  Hedda  Hopper Jan. 

Basii  Hathbnne,  Eilen  Drew Jan.  17, 


Doomed  Caravan  (..) Witliain  Boyd,  Russell  Hajden. 

I Wanted  Wingrs  (..) Kay  Milland,  William  Holden 

In  Old  Colorado  (.  .) William  Boyd  

1262..  North  W’est  Mounted 

Poliee  (125)  Gary  Cooper,  Minleleine  Carroll 

Seeond  Chorus  (..) Fred  Astaire,  Paulette  Godilard 

©Southerner,  The  (..) Madeleine  Carroll.  Fred  IMaelMiirray . . . 

1270.  . \ ietory  (..)  Fredrie  IMareh,  Betty  Field.. 

'Vou’re  the  One  (..) Bonnie  Baker,  Orrin  Tucker 


Jan. 


24 

'41 

10 


Dee.  27 
Jan.  3 


Jan.  17 


PRODUCERS  RELEASING  CORP. 


108.  .Glamour  Girls  Never  Say- 

No  ( . . ) 

103  . Lone  Rider  No.  1 (..).. George  Houston 

106..  1t  Happened  to  Me  (..) Henry  Armetta 

107..  Secret  Evidence  (..) 


. Boyvery  Boy  ( . . ) . 


REPUBLIC 

.Dennis  O’Keefe,  l.oiiis  (amphell. 


Jan. 

Jan. 

Dec. 

Jan. 


17 

3 

19 

3 


RKO  RADIO 


Citizen  Kane  (..).... Orson  Welles  

112  .Kitty  Foyle  Ginger  Rogers  

Play  Girl  (..) Kay  Francis,  James  Ellison. 


Dec.  30 


Jan.  3,  ’41 


20TH-FOX 

112.  Bride  IVore  Crulches  (35)  . . . . Ly  one  Roberts,  I e<l  North..  

Golden  Hoofs  (..) Jane  Withers,  Charles  (Buddy)  Rogers.  

115.  .Hudson’s  Bay  (..) Paul  Muni,  Virginia  Field Jan.  3,  ’41 

Michael  Shayne,  Private 

Detective  (..)  Lloyd  Nolan,  Marjorie  Weaver.. 

Ride,  Kelly,  Ride  (..) Eugene  Pallette,  Rita  ({iiigley 


UNITED  ARTISTS 

.Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop  (..)..  Martha  Scott,  William  Gargan 

.Flotsam  (..)  Fredrie  March,  Margaret  Siillavan, 

.^Great  Dictator,  The  (129) ..  Charles  Cliaidin,  Paulette  Goddard. 

Road  Show  (..) Adolphe  Menjoii,  Carole  Landis.... 

Son  of  Monte  Cristo  (..) Louis  Hayward,  .loan  Bennett 


UNIVERSAL 

Back  Street  (..) SLtrgaret  Sullavan,  Charles  Boyer... 

Boss  of  Bullion  City  (..) .Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Fuzzy  Knight. 

Dark  .Street  of  Cairo  (..) .''igrij  Curie  

Lucky  Devils  (.  .) Richard  Arlen,  Andy  Devine 

.San  Francisco  Docks  (..)....  Burgess  Meredith,  Irene  Hervey 

.Six  l..essons  From  Madame 

I.aZonga  ( . . ) 

.IVhere  Did  You  Get  That 

Girl?  (..)  Helen  Parrish,  I.eon  Errol 


Jan. 

1 

,Jan. 

24 

Jan. 

10 

Jan. 

3 

Jan. 

10 

Jan. 

17 

Jan. 

3 

WARNER  BROS. 


Four  .Mothers  (.  .) I ane  Sisters  

High  Sierra  (..) Humphrey  Bogart,  Ida  l-iipino... 

Honey  iiioon  for  Three  (..)....  George  Brent,  Ann  Sheridan.  .. 

Meet  .John  Doe  (..) Gary  Coo(>er,  Barbara  .Stanwyck.. 

.IVagons  Roll  at  Night  (..)...  Humphrey  Bogart,  Sylvia  Sidney  . 


.Jan. 


Oct.  26 


July  27 


Oct.  26 


S)n  the  M&klna 


COLUMBIA 

Penny  Serenade — Irene  Dunne,  Cary  Grant.  Ann 
Doran.  Edgar  Buchanan.  Producer-Director: 
George  Stevens.  Original:  Martha  Cheavens. 
Screenplay:  Morrie  Ryskind.  (Completed) 


M-G-M 

Blossoms  in  the  Dust — ’Greer  Garson,  Walter  Pid- 
geon.  Director:  Mervyn  LeRoy.  Producer:  Irving 
Asher.  Original:  Ralph  Wheelwright.  (Starting) 
(Drama  concerning  the  establishment  of  a 
famous  foundling  home  in  Texas). 

Four  Cents  a Word — John  Shelton.  Virginia  Grey, 
Lloyd  Nolan,  Albert  Dekker,  Reginald  Owen, 
Donald  Meek.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley.  Pro- 
ducer: B.  P.  Fineman.  Original  Screenplay: 
Marion  Parsonnet. 

(Comedy  dealing  with  the  lives,  loves  and  tribu- 
lations of  free-lance  fiction  writers). 

Keeping  Company — John  Shelton,  Ann  Rutherford, 
Virginia  Weidler,  Frank  Morgan,  Dan  Dailey  jr. 
Director:  S.  Sylvan  Simon.  Producer:  Sam  Marx. 

(Completed) 


MONOGRAM 

You’re  Out  of  Luck — Frankie  Darro,  Mantan  More- 
land. Director:  Howard  Bretherton.  Producer: 
Lindsley  Parsons.  (Starting) 

(Comedy  with  a murder-mystery  motif). 

Trail  of  the  Silver  Spurs — Ray  Corrigan,  Max  Ter- 
hune,  John  King.  Director:  Roy  Luby.  Producer: 
George  W.  Weeks.  Original:  Elmer  Clifton. 

(Completed) 


RKO  RADIO 

Saint  in  Palm  Springs,  The — George  Sanders, 
Wendy  Barrie,  Linda  Hayes,  Paul  Guilfoyle, 
Jonathan  Hale.  Director:  Jack  Hively.  Pro- 
ducer: Howard  Benedict.  Original  Screenplay: 
Leslie  Charteris.  (Completed) 


REPUBLIC 

Robin  Hood  of  the  Pecos — Roy  Rogers,  George 
(Gabby)  Hayes,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Sally  Payne. 
Producer-Director:  Joe  Kane.  (Completed) 


20TH  CENTURY-FOX 

Tobacco  Road — Charley  Grapewin,  Gene  Tierney, 
Zeffie  Tilbury.  Director;  John  Ford.  Producer: 
Marjorie  Rambeau,  William  Tracy,  Ward  Bond, 
Nunnally  Johnson.  Screenplay;  Nunnally  John- 
son. (Starting) 

(Based  on  the  celebrated  stage  play,  a satirical 
comedy  of  shiftle.ss  hill-billies). 


PRODUCERS  RELEASING  CORP. 

Misbehaving  Husbands—Ralph  Byrd,  Harry  Lang- 
don,  Betty  Blythe,  Luana  Walters.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Beaudine.  Producer:  Jed  Buell.  Original:  C. 
E.  Sabin,  Charles  A.  Rogers.  Screenplay:  Claire 
Parrish,  Charles  A.  Rogers.  (Completed) 


ki 


I would  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  let  you  know  that  I find 
the  Canadian  edition  of  your 
magazine  very  interesting  as  well 
as  useful  and  would  not  like  to 
do  without  it  during  this  coming 
year." 

— E.  L.  MOORE, 

Grand  Theatre, 

Sudbury,  Ont.,  Canada 
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BOXOFFICE  ::  November  23,  1940 


AN  INTERPRETATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  OPINIONS  DEDUCED  FROM 
THE  LANGUAGE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  PAPER  REVIEWS. 


WLQW 


The  plus  and  minus  sisns  Indicate  the  decree  ot  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Where  our  compiler  is  unable  to  form 
any  opinion  from  the  review  the  sisnn  “o”  is  used.  Blank  spaces  Indicate  no  review.  This  department  serves  also  as  an 
Alphabetical  Index  to  feature  releases.  Listings  cover  reviews  appearina;  by  the  Saturday  preceding  date  of  this  issue. 
It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  from  week  to  week.  The  meaning  of  the  various  signs  and  t'leir  combinations  is  as  follows; 


■t+Very  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  -i- Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor 

In  the  summary  -ff  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


Title  Distr. 


A 

All  This,  and  Heaven  Too  (FN) 
Andy  Hardy  Meets 

Debutante  (ftl-G-M)  

Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col)  . . 
Anne  of  Windy  Poplars  (HKO) 

Ape,  The  (Mono) 

Argentine  Nights  (Univ) 

Arise  My  Love  (Para) 

Arizona  Frontier  (Kep) 

B 

Barnyard  Follies  (Hep) 

Before  I Hang  (Col) 

Bittersweet  (M-G-M)  

Black  Diamonds  (Cnlv) 

Blackout  (DA)  

Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble 

(Col)  

Blondie  Plays  Cupid  (Col) 

Boom  Town  (M-G-M) 

Boys  From  Syracuse  (Univ)... 

Boys  of  tbe  City  (Mono) 

Bride  Wore  Crutches  (20th-Fox) 
Brigham  Young — Frontiers- 
man (20th-Fox)  

c 

Calling  All  Husbands  (WB) . . . 

tiaplain  Caution  (DA)  

Captain  Is  a Lady  (M-G-M)... 

Carolina  Moon  (Kep) 

Carson  City  Kid  (Kep) 

Chamber  of  Horrors  (Mono)  . . . 
Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax 

Museum  (aOth-Fox)  

Chan's  Murder  Cruise  (20-Fox) 

Cherokee  Strip  (Para) 

Christmas  in  July  (Para) 

City  for  Conquest  (WB) 

Code  of  the  Cactus  (SK) 

Colorado  (Kep)  

Cumin’  Kound  the  Mountain 

(Para)  

Cross  Country  Komance  (KKO) 

D 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (KKO) . . 
Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para)  .... 

Devil’s  Island  (WB) 

Devil’s  Pipeline  (Univ) 

Diamond  Frontier  (Univ) 

Dispatch  From  Keuters  (WB) 
Dr.  Christian  Meets  the 

Women  (KKO)  

Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home 

(M-G-M)  

Doomed  to  Die  (Mono) 

Down  Argentine  Way  (20-Fox) 
Dreaming  Out  Loud  (KKO) . . . 
Drums  of  the  Desert  (Mono) . . 

Dulcy  (M-G-M)  

Durango  Kid,  The  (Col) 

E 

Earl  of  Puddlestone  (Kep) .... 

East  of  the  River  (WB) 

Escape  (M-G-M)  

F 

Fantasia  (KKO)  

Fargo  Kid  (KKO)  

Father  Is  a Prince  (FN) 

Fight  for  Life,  The  (Col) 
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to 


16+ 

11+ 

»+  2— 

5- |-  6— 

6- 1-  2— 
»-f-  2— 

16+ 

3-1-  3— 


a+ 

6-1-  2— 

6+ 

«-f-  6— 

1+ 

»+ 

7-f-  2— 
14+ 

12+ 

2- f-  2— 

3- 1-  6— 

16+ 


4-f-  5— 
»-)-  2— 
7-t-  4- 

7- 1-  2- 

*+  8- 
2+  2— 

6-1-  3— 

6+ 

8- f  1- 
14-|-  1— 

16+ 

1— 

4-1-  2— 

4-1-  7-- 
»-f  2— 


8-1-  3- 

6- f  3— 
2-1-  1- 
2-1-  2— 

7- 1-  6- 
14+ 

8+  4- 

1+ 

7-1-  6- 
16+ 

7-1-  6— 

7- 1-  3— 

8- 1-  2— 
4+  8- 


7+  6- 
6-1-  6— 
13+ 


8+ 

6+ 

34-  4- 

»+ 
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Five  Little  Peppers  in 

Trouble  (Col)  

Flowing  Gold  (WB)  

Foreign  Correspondent  (UA) . . 

Four  Sons  (20th-Fox) 

Friendly  Neighbors  (Kep) 

Frontier  Vengeance  (Univ) .... 

I’ngitive,  The  (Univ) 

Fugitive  From  Justice  (WB) . . 
Fugitive  From  a I’rison  Camp 
(Col)  

G 

Gallant  Sons  (.M-G-M) 

Gambling  on  High  Seas  ( WB)  . 
Gay  Caballero,  The  (20th-Fox) 

Ghost  Breakers  (Para) 

Girl  From  Avenue  A (20th-Fox) 
Girl  P'rom  God’s  (Country  (Kep) 

Girl  From  Havana  (Kep) 

Girls  of  the  Koad  (Col) 

Girls  Under  21  (Col) 

Give  Us  Wings  (Univ) 

Glamour  for  Sale  (Col) 

Golden  Fleecing,  The  (M-G-M) 

Golden  Gloves  (Para) 

Golden  Trail,  The  (Mono) 

Gold  Kush  Maisie  (M-G-M) . . . 

Grand  Ole  Opry  (Rep) 

Great  Dictator,  The  (UA) 

Great  McGlnty,  Tlie  (Para)  .... 
Great  Profile,  The  (2()th-Fox) . 
Gun  Code  (PRC)  

H 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M) 

Haunted  House  (Mono) .. 

He  Stayed  for  Breakfast  (Col) 

Hired  Wife  (Univ)  

Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep) 

Hold  That  Woman  (PKC) 

Howards  of  Virginia  (Col) .... 
Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)  

I 

I Can't  Give  You  Anything 

But  Love  (Univ) 

I Love  You  Again  (M-G-M) . . . 
I Married  Adventure  (Col) .... 

I Want  a Divorce  (Para) 

I’m  Nobody’s  Sweetheart 

Now  (Univ)  

I’m  StiU  Alive  (KKO) 

In  Disguise  (20th-p'ux) 

E 

Kit  Carson  (DA)  

Knute  Bockne — All  American 
(WB)  

L 

Laddie  (KKO)  

Lady  in  Question,  The  (Col) . . 
Lady  With  Red  Hair  (WB) . . . 

Ladies  Must  Live  (FN ) 

Last  Alarm  (Mono) 

Laughing  at  Danger  (Mono) . . . 
Leather  Pushers,  The  (Univ) . . 
Leopard  Men  of  Africa  (SK) . . 

Letter,  The  (WB)  

I.lglitning  Strikes  West  (SK)  . . 

Li’l  Abner  (KKO)  

Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ)  . . . 
Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M) . . 
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44 
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44 
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-e 
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+ 
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+ 
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+ 

+ 

it 
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44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 
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2-1-  4- 


+ 

± 

9-1-  6— 

44 

44 

44 

15+ 

o 

44 

+ 

lOf 

± 

64-  6— 

+ 

34-  2- 

± 

+ 

it 

74-  4- 

+ 

- 

.6-f-  4- 

34-  5- 

+ 

44 

+ 

8+ 

± 

6-1-  5— 

+ 

— 

+ 

7-(-  3— 

+ 

44 

44 

15+ 

= 

— 

6-f-  6— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

^+ 

+ 

6-t-  6— 

+ 

6-1-  6— 

— 

2-f  3— 

+ 

+ 

4-f  2- 

+ 

= 

5-f  7— 

+ 

44 

44 

10-f  2— 

44 

+ 

± 

9-f  3— 

± 

4-f  8— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f  2— 

+ 

+ 

8-f  3— 

44 

+ 

13-f  1— 

44 

44 

44 

14-^  1- 

44 

+ 

44 

13-f  1— 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

— 

6-f  6— 

u 

+ 

+ 

6-1-  1- 

44 

44 

44 

15+ 

44 

44 

44 

15+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

9-f  2— 

+ 

— 

3-f  2- 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

+ 

7-f  5— 

± 

+ 

+ 

6-f  4— 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

44 

+ 

16f  4— 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

8+ 

+ 

8-f  6— 

1+  1- 

44 

± 

44 

9-f  2— 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f  4— 

+ 

+ 

8-f  2— 

44 

+ 

7+ 

o 

+ 

6-f  4— 

± 

± 

+ 

7+  4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f  3— 

44 

+ 

+ 

7-f  2— 
2-f  1- 

44 

44 

44 
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+ 
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4+  1- 
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HVery  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  -t- Mediocre;  — Poor;  —Very  Poor 


In  the  summary  ++  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


Title  Distr. 

Boxoffice  1 

« 

s « 

* Y 

■eI 

Variety 

Showmen’s 
Trade  Rev. 

Film  Daily 

k. 

a 

a 

a 

cJ 

S 

Hollywood 

Reporter 

tJ 

1^- 
® s 

a> 

Summary 

I.oiie  Wolf  Keeps  a Date  (Col) 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

Long  Voyaee  Home  (IIA) 

+ 

++ 

++ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

13+ 

l.uoUy  (’ls<*o  KmI  (20th-Fox)  . . . 

— 

+ 

qi 

qi 

±i 

6+  6- 

Lucky  Partners  (RKO) 

+ 

ff 

++ 

ff 

H 

ff 

15+ 

M 

Man  1 Married  (20th-F4»x) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

9+ 

Man  Wlio  Talked  'r<*o  Much, 

' 

The  (FN)  

+ 

+ 

-+- 

+ 

± 

+ 

»+  4- 

•Manhallaii  Heartbeat  (2(l-Fo\) 

— 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

6+  3- 

Margie  (Univ)  

ih 

ip 

o 

± 

6+  7- 

Mark  of  Zorro,  The  (20th-Fox) 

# 

+ 

+ 

•H 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

14+ 

Maryland  (gOth^Fox)  

-j- 

-f- 

+ 

ff 

+ 

+ 

8+  2— 
6-1-  6— 

Meet  the  iVildcat  (Unlv) 

+ 

_ 

+ 

Melody  and  Moonlight  (Rep) . . 

+ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

+ 

10+  2— 

Men  Against  the  Sky  (RKO)  . . 
Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West 

+ 

+ 

+ 

++ 

+ 

+ 

8+  1- 

(RKO)  

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  2— 

.■'lililary  Aeademv  (Col) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  4- 

Millionaires  in  Prison  (RKO). 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

7-f  2— 

Missing  People  (Mono) 

2+  2— 

Money  ami  the  Woman  (WH). 

± 

— 

+ 

± 

_ 

± 

7-1-  7— 

Moon  Over  Burma  (Para) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

+ 

8+  1- 

Mortal  Storm,  liie  (M-(J-AI).. 

+ 

++ 

H 

H 

ff 

+ 

ff 

+ 

1.3+ 

Mummy’s  Hand,  The  (Cniy) . . 

+ 

±: 

— 

o 

+ 

+ 

5+  3— 

Murder  in  the  Night  (SR) .... 

= 

- 

± 

24-  6— 

My  l,ove  Came  Back  (FN).... 

+ 

+ 

tt 

+ 

ff 

+ 

+ 

»+ 

Mystery  Sea  Raider  (Para) .... 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

4- 

+ 

»+  2— 

N 

Neiv  Aloon  (M-G-M) 

+ 

+ 

H 

ff 

+ 

+ 

ff 

12+ 

Night  at  Earl  Carroll's  (Para) 

± 

2+  2- 

Night  Train  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4+ 

Nobody’s  Children  (Col) 

— 

1— 

No  Time  for  Comedy  (FN) .... 
North  West  Mounted  Police 

++ 

+ 

+ 

++ 

ff 

+ 

+ 

d: 

11+  1- 

( Para)  

ff 

++ 

+f 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

16+ 

o 

Okialioina  Renegades  (Rep) . . . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

3+ 

OP  Swimmin’  Hole  (Mono)  .... 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

6+  2— 

+ 



+ 

+ 

4_ 

H- 

5+  3- 
8+  3— 

One  Crowded  Night  (RKO) . . . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

One  Man’s  I.aw  (Reii) 

-h 



+ 

+ 

+ 

-H 

IH-  3— 
6-f-  6— 

One  [Million  B.  C.  (CA) 

One  Night  in  the  Tropics 

- 

o 

HK 

- 

(Univ)  

+ 

+ 

-t 

+ 

+ 

8+  2— 

Orphans  of  the  North  (Mono)  . 
Out  \\  e>it  With  the  Peppers 

— 

— 

2— 

(Col)  

- 

- 

+ 

= 

— 

3+  7- 

P 


Passport  to  .Alcatraz.  (Col) 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

-+• 

— 

6-}-  4— 

Pastor  Hall  (IIA) 

ff 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

+ 

10+  2— 

Phantom  of  Chinatown  (Mono) 

+ 

q: 

2+  1- 

Pliant<Mii  Wag<»n,  The  (Col) .... 

+ 

1+ 

Pier  13  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

±: 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  3— 

Po|>  Alnays  Pays  (RKO) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

O 

+ 

+ 

7+  2— 

Prairie  Caw  (KlxU) 

+ 

d: 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

6+  1- 

Prairie  Schooners  (Col) 

— 

+ 

= 

2+  4- 

Pride  and  Prejudice  (M-G-M). 

+ 

ff 

+ 

ff 

ff 

+ 

ff 

ff 

13+ 

Private  Affairs  (Univ) 

+ 

d: 

j; 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  3— 

Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox)  . . 

d: 

— 

f- 

+ 

+ 

6+  4- 

Q 


Quarterback,  The  (Para) 

Queen  of  Destiny  (RKO) 

di 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

8+  5— 

4+ 

tpieen  of  the  Moh  (Para) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

7+  ,5- 

Queen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono) . . 

■ + 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

6+  2— 

R 


Ragtime  Cowboy  Joe  (Univ) . . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  2— 

Rainbow  Over  the  Range 

(Mono)  

+ 

+ 

7+  5- 

Ramparts  We  Watch  (RKO) . . 

o 

+ 

ff 

+ 

ff 

+ 

9+  2— 

Range  Busters  (Mono) 

ff 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+ 

Ranger  and  the  Uady  (Rep)... 

d: 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4+  1- 

Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para) ... 

+ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

+ 

ff 

ff 

13+  1— 

Return  of  Frank  James  (20-Fox) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

+ 

11+  1- 

Return  of  Wild  Bill  (Col) 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

3+  I- 

Rhythm  on  the  River  (Para) . . 

+ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

13+ 

Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep) . 

f- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

7+ 

River’s  End  (WB) 

+ 

+ 

HK 

+ 

+ 

O 

+ 

± 

6+  2— 

Title 


Distr. 


■S  c 


a I 

gas 


o a 
u 


o ^ 

ass 


1/ 


S 

f^aiidy  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ) . . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

5+ 

Safari  (Para)  

± 

qi 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f-  5— 

Sailor's  Lady  (26tli-Fox) 

q= 

dr 

+ 

+ 

7-f-  7 — 

Sandy  Is  a I.ady  (Ciiiv) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-1-  3— 

Scatterbrain  (Rep)  

+ 

+ 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  1- 

Sea  Hawk.  The  (WB) 

ff 

+ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

+ 

13+  1— 

Secret  Seven  (Col)  

rlr 

+ 

+ 

— 

6+  6— 

Seven  .Sinners  (Univ) 

+ 

+ 

ff 

+ 

+ 

+ 

9+  2— 

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep) 

d= 

dr 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  3- 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M) 

rd 

— 

+ 

o 

= 

3+  7— 

Slightly  Tempted  (Univ) 

dr 

dr 

qr 

+ 

+ 

+ 

dr 

8+  5— 

So  You  Won’t  Talk  (Col) 

— 

± 

± 

+ 

— 

6+  7— 

Son  of  Roaring  Dan  (I'niv).... 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4+ 

Soiitli  of  Pago  Pago  (UA) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

o 

+ 

7+  1- 

South  to  Karanga  (Univ) 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

± 

7+  4- 

Spies  in  the  Air  (SR)i 

— 

dr 

1+  2- 

Sporting  Blood  (M-tJ-M) 

o 

dr 

+ 

d: 

d: 

+ 

7+  5- 

Spring  Parade  (Univ) 

ff 

ff 

+ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

15+ 

Stage  to  Chino  (RKO) 

+ 

ff 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+ 

stagecoach  War  (Para) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  1- 

Stranger  on  the  'Miird  Floor 

(RKO)  

+ 

+ 

d: 

± 

+ 

+ 

8+  4- 

Street  of  Memories  (20th-Fox)  . 

it 

rir 

— 

+ 

o 

-f- 

5+  5- 

strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M)  . 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

16+ 

T 


Texas  Kanaers  Hide  Aaain 


(Para)  " . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

5+  3— 

That  Gang  of  Mine  (Mono) .... 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

d: 

6+  4— 

They  Drive  by  Night  (FN)  .... 

ff 

ff 

+ 

ff 

ff 

+ 

ff 

If 

14+ 

They  Knew  IVhat  They  Wan(e<l 

(RKO)  

ff 

d: 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

+ 

ff 

14+  1— 

Thief  of  Bagdad  (UA) 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

16+ 

Third  Finger,  Ueft  Hand 

(M-G-M)  

ff 

+ 

+ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

14+ 

Three  Faces  West  (Rep) 

+ 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

9+  2— 

Three  Men  From  Texas  (Para) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+ 

'riiuiidering  Frontier  (CnI)  .... 

— 

d= 

— 

dr 

3+  5— 

Too  Many  Girls  (RKO) 

+ 

+ 

ff 

ff 

If 

ff 

ff 

13+  1— 

r.  Brown’s  School  Hays  (RKO) 

ff 

ft 

+ 

+ 

ff 

+ 

+ 

ft 

•1  1 

Torpedo  Raider  (Mono) 

q: 

+ 

2 1 1 — 

Trail  Blazers  (Rep) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

4+ 

Trailin’  Double  Trouble  (Mono) 

+ 

+ 

o 

+ 

5+  2— 

Triple  Justice  (RKO)  

+ 

d: 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  1- 

Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again 

(WB)  

-f 

zt 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  3— 

Tulsa  Kid,  'I'lie  (Rep) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

7+  3- 

U 

Under  Texas  Skies  (Rep) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

5+  1- 

Untamed  (Para)  

— 

±- 

2±: 

+ 

+ 

o 

6+  5- 

Up  in  the  Air  (Mono) 

+ 

2± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  1- 

V 

Villain  Still  Pursued  Her, 

The  (RKO)  

— 

- 

o 

5+  7- 

W 

Wagon  Train  (RKO)  

+ 

+ 

± 

o 

+ 

+ 

5+  1- 

Wagons  Westward  (Rep) 

+ 

+ 

2*z 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

7+  3- 

Way  of  All  Flesli  (Para) 

di 

— 

ii= 

— 

— 

5+  8- 

We  AVho  Are  Young  (M-G-M). 

ff 

ff 

+ 

+ 

10+  4— 

West  of  Abilene  (Col) 

+ 

+ 

4+  2— 

Westerner,  The  (UA) 

zt 

+ 

+ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

12+  1— 

When  the  Daltons  Rode  (Univ) 

ff 

H 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

16+ 

Who  Is  Guilty?  (Mono) 

— 

dr 

± 

4+  5— 

Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie? 

(Rep)  

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  1- 

Wildcat  Bus  (RKO)  

= 

4+  8- 

Wihl  Horse  Range  (Mono)  .... 

q: 

± 

.3+  3- 

World  in  Flames  (Para) 

+ 

ff 

+ 

ff 

+ 

+ 

8+ 

Wyoming  (M-G-M) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

+ 

+ 

9+  1- 

Y 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

Hh 

+ 

dz 

+ 

6+  4— 

Young  BUI  Hickok  (Rep) 

2± 

f- 

+ 

+ 

5+  2- 

You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO) 

+ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

9+ 

Young  People  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

ff 

+ 

+ 

+ 

10+ 

You’re  Not  So  Tough  (Univ).... 

d: 

— 

+ 

d: 

o 

+ 

+ 

6+  4- 

Youth  AVlll  Be  Served 

(20th-Fox)  

"h 

+ 

— 

+ 

5+  3— 

Yukon  Flight  (Mono) 

+ 

+ 

3+  1- 
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^hott6  ^katt 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Rat- 
Date  ing-  Rev’d 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Itev'd 


Columbia 

ADD- STAR  rOMEDir.S 


143.'>.  .Boobs  in  the  Woods  (17)  ..  .5-31 

1438 ..  Fireman  Save  My  Clioo- 

Choo  (18)  8-9 

1437  . His  Bridal  Fright  (16)  ...  7-12 

1432..  Money  .Squawks  (17) 4-  5 

2421.  .Pleased  to  Mitt  You  (18)..  9-  0 

1421..  5.inny  the  Mooelier  (idVs)  9-  9 
1434.  .South  of  the  Boudoir  (18) 

2422..  5.ook  Speaks,  The  (18).. 

1436.  .Taming  of  the  Snood  (16) 

9437 . .Trouble  Finds  Andy 

Clyde  (18)  

1433..  You’re  Next  (17) 

CINFSCOPFS 

2972 . .Floating  Elephants  (9).. 

2971..  Hobby  Dobby  (11) 

2972 ..  Industrial  Green  Island 

(10)  9-20 

1975.  .Odd  Vaeations  (SVz) 6-16 

COl.OR  RHAPSODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

1510..  Egg  Hunt,  The  (lYz) 5-31 

1509.  .Greyhound  and  the  Rabbit, 

The  (7 '/a)  

2502..  ©Mr.  Eleiihant  Goes  to 
Town  (71/2) 


. 5-17 

-1- 

6-15 

. 9-20 
. 6-28 

-1- 

10-19 

W-  90. 

W-  94 

. 7-28 

W-  89 

. 4-  6 

7-22 

W-  92 
W-  26. 

.10-  4 

-h 

10-19 

W-  91 

. 8-30 

+ 

9-21 

W-  87 
W-  88 

6-15 


4-19  -I-  4-27 


.10-  4 


2501 . .Tangled  Television  (7%)..  8-30  -f 


10-19 

8-31 


9-13  + 10-19 


1512..  Timid  Pup,  The  (8) 8-  1 ± 

1511..  Ye  Okie  Swap  Shoppe  (7Vz)  6-28 

CO  DU  M HI  A rOllRS 

2551 ..  Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 

la  Varre  Productions) 

(11)  8-16 

15.58.  . In  the  I.and  of  Pagodas 

(9)  6-14 

2553.  .Old  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (10)  9-27 

1.557.  . Pleasure  bound  in  Canada 

(9)  5-17 

2562..  5.voy  in  the  Alps  (In, 

Varre  Prorluction)  (10) . 9-13 
COMMUNITY  SING 
16.56.  .No.  6 (Medley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28 

FABDES  CARTOONS 

1754.  .Barnyard  Babies  (7)4)....  6-14 
2761.  .Farmer  Tom  Thumb  (6) 

1755..  Pooch  Parade  (6) 7-19 

17.53.  . PracI ice  Makes  Perfect 

(6)  4-6  ± 4-27 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 

1705..  Fish  Fhllitvt  (6) 5-10  .... 

1706..  News  Oddities  (6) 7-19  .... 

17.56..  Peep  In  the  Deep,  A (6)4)  8-23  -4-  8-.3i 

1707..  5.hool  Boy  Dreams  (7)...  8-30  -j-  10-19 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 
(Series  19) 

1857.  .No.  7 (10) 6-3  

Wardrobe  Designers. 

1858.  .No.  8 (10) 6-7 

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

1859..  No.  9 (10) 7-10 

Ken  Murray. 

1860..  No.  10  (9) g-10  ± 8-31 

Jack  Oakle. 

SPORT  REEl.S 

1809.  .Canvas  Capers  (11) 7-19 

2801 . . Master  of  Cue  W ith  Willie 

Hoppe  (10)  9-20  + 10-19 

1808..  5.ving  Strokes  With  Sam 

Snead  (10)  ..: 6-28 

1807.. 51.ort  of  Kings  (10) '.  6-24  ± 

1806.  .Tomorrow’s  Stars  (10) 4-19  4- 

TIIREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

1406..  A ’Plumbing  We  Will  Go 

(18)  4-19 

2401..  From  Nurse  to  Worse  (17)  8-23  4- 

1408..  How  High  Is  Dp  (16) 7-16  =: 

1407..  Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14 

20TH  ANNIVERSARY  SNAPSHOTS 

2861..  No.  I (10) 9-  6 

2862..  No.  2 (10) 10-18 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
Series  2 

1904..  No.  4 (Social  Security) 

(10)  6-10 

1905.  .No.  6 (The  Archives)  (11)  7-  4 

1906.  .No.  6 (Our  Nat’l  Defense) 

(10)  8-30  

3 

2901..  No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10)...  .10-  4 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

P-  5.. Buyers  Beware  (20) 8-17  (-).  9-7 

P-201 . .4)Eyes  of  the  Navy  (20). 10-26  44  10-26 

P-  6.. Soak  the  Old  (20) 8-24  rt  9-28 

P-815.. Think  First  (21) 9-9 

P-  4.. Women  in  Hiding  (22)....  6-22  ± 7I  6 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVEDTADKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

T-21I.  .Capitol  City,  The — Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  (9) 9-  7 ff  9-7 


+ 

-I- 


7-  6 
4-27 


8-31 
8-  3 


6-15 
8-  3 


T-212.  .Cavalcade  of  .San  Fran- 
cisco (9)  9-28 

T-  61.. Modern  New  Orleans  (8).  5-11 

T-213..0Id  New  Mexico  (10) 10-26 

T-  60.. Sitka  and  Juneau  (9) 4-13 

T-  62.  .Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9) ....  6-8 
MINIATURES 

.51-79.  .Servants  of  Mankind  (9)..  5-11 
M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 
(Technicolor) 
Bookworm  Turns,  The 
(8)  


q:  9-28 

6-22 
-1-  11-  9 

± 4-27 

=i=  6-8 

-1-  6-8 


. .Pai>a  Gets  the  Bird  (8). 

..Rainy  Day,  A (7) 

. . Ruiiieo  in  Rhythm  (8).. 


OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 
(;-l.'i8 ..  Bubbling  Troubles  (11)...  5-25 

C-291..Good  Ba<l  Boys  (11) 9-  7 

C-293..Goin’  Fishin’  (lO) 10-26 

(4137.. New  Pupil,  The  (11) 4-27 

C-292 . . W’aldo’s  East  Stand  (11).. 10-  6 

PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

K-126.  .Baron  and  the  Rose,  The 

(11)  

K-123 ..  Hidden  Master,  The  (11) 

(.Sepia)  4-20 

K-127 . .Utopia  of  Death  (10) 10-12 

K-124..Hay  in  the  Wilderness, 

A (10)  (Sepia) 6-22 

PETE  S3IITH  SPECIADTIES 
S-110.  .Cat  College  (9)  (Sepia)..  6-29 
^113.  .Football  Thrills  of  1939  (10)  9-21 

S-1 12.  . Please  Answer  (9) 

S-261 . . Qulcker’n  a W'ink  (Sepia) 

(9)  10-12 

S-108.. Spots  Before  Your  Eyes 

(10)  

S-109.  .What’s  Your  I.  Q.?  No.  2 

(9)  

SPECIAD 

.\-151.  .Q©Flag  Speaks.  The  (19)  6-14 

Paramount 

ANIMATED  ANTICS 

HO- 1.. Dandy  Ijon,  The  (7) 9-20 

H()-2.. Sneak,  Snoop  & Snitch  (7)  10-25 
CODOR  CDASSICS 
(In  Technicolor) 

(;9-4..Kick  in  Time,  A (7) 5-17 

C9-5.  .Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7)...  7-19 
C9-6.  .You  Can’t  Shoe  a Horse- 
fly (7)  8-23 

CODOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

K9-7 ..  Pacific  Paradise  (10) 6-21 

GABBY  CARTOONS 

GO-  l..King  for  a Day  (7) 10-18 

HEADIJNER 

A9-  9.  .Blue  Barron  and  His 

Orchestra  (10)  5-31 

A9-  8.. Have  You  Met  Yvette  10)  4-26 
Paul  Baron  and  Orch. 

AO-  2..Disten  to  Dairy  (10).. 

AO-  1..^5Ioments  of  Charm  of 

1941  (10)  9-13 

A9-10.  .Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch. 

(11)  

PARAMOUNT  NFAVS 
Released  Twice  Weekly. 
PARAGRAPHICS 

V9-  9.. Dangerous  Dollars  (11)...  6-28 
VO-  1.. Nature’s  Nursery  (10) 

V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

No.  2 (11) 

V9-  8.  .©Television  Preview  (10).  5-17 
(Daimy  Ross-Ted  Husing) 
POPEYE  CARTOONS 
E9-10.. Doing  Imi>ossikible  Stunts 

(7)  

E9-  9..Fightin’  Pals  (8) 

E8-ll..It’8  the  Natural  Thing  to 

Do  (7)  

E9-  6.. Me  Feelings  Is  Hurt  (7) 

EO-  2.. My  Pop,  My  Pop  (7) 10-18 

E9-  8.. Nurse  Mates  (7)  ... 

E9-  6.. Onion  Pacific  (7) 5-24 

EO-  1 . . Popeye  Meets  William 

Tell  (7)  9-20 

E9-12.  .Puttin’  on  the  Act  (7)...  8-.30 
E9-11.  . Wimmln’  Hadn’t  Oughta 

Drive  (7)  8-16 

POPUDAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

J9-6..(10)  

J9-6..(ll)  

JO-1.. (11)  


-I- 


7-  6 
9-  7 
11-  9 
4-27 


9-  7 ff  9-28 


) 9-21 
. 8-24 

tt 

ff 

9-28 
9-  7 

. 10-12 

. 5-  4 

+ 

6-  8 

. 6-10 

7-  6 

1 6-14 

t 

If 

5-  4 

S 

. 9-20 
10-25 

10-  5 

. 5-17 
. 7-19 

-f- 

-1- 

5-18 

8-31 

. 8-23 

-1- 

8-24 

r) 

6-21 

10-18 

+ 

10-26 

5-31 

4-26 

+ 

+ 

6-22 
6-  4 

10-25 

+ 

10-26 

9-13 

-H- 

10-  6 

7-19 

-i- 

8-31 

10-11 

10-26 

9-  9 

8-24 

5-17 

r) 

rs 

4+ 

5-18 

8-  2 

-f- 

8-17 

7-12 

8-17 

7-28 

8-26 

4-12 

6-  4 

10-18 

10-26 

6-21 

5-24 

+ 

6-22 

9-20 

ff 

10-  5 

8-.30 

+ 

8-24 

8-16 

5 

+ 

8-24 

5-  3 

+ 

6-  4 

6-28 

9-  6 

-1- 

10-  6 

tt 


7-20 

10-26 

+ 

4- 

8- 

11- 

31 

9 

B9- 

B9- 

3 

11 

6-22 

4- 

7- 

6 

B9- 

10 

9-  7 
4-20 

-H 

9- 

28 

159- 

6 

8-10 

It 

9^ 

■ 7 

B9- 

4 

5-18 

6-  8 

B9- 

8 

DAY 

B9- 

12 

5-16 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 
(In  'rechuiculor) 

.Big  Hearted  Pluto  (..)...  1-24 




Pantry  Pirate  (..).. 

1-  3 

.Pluto's  Dream  House 

(8). 

8-30 

-t- 

9-21 

Put-Put  Trouble  (7). 

7-19 

'Tugboat  Mickey  (7). 

4-26 

6-25 

.Window  Cleaners  (8) 

9-20 

ff 

10-26 

EDGAR  KENNEDY 

COMEDIES 

Mutiny  in  the  County 

(17) 

5-  3 

.Sunk  by  the  Census 

(18), 

9-  6 

rt 

9-21 

(.  .)  11-1 

04,106.  .Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8)..  6-  7 
04,112..51r.  Alouse  Talces  a Trip 


04.110. 

04,108. 

04,104. 

04.111. 

03.404. 

13,401. 

03.405.  .’Taint  Degal  (16) 5-24 

04.402 ..  Trailer  Tragedy  (17) 10-18 

DEON  ERROD  COMEDIES 
03,704.  .Bested  by  a Beard  (20)...  7-26 

13. 701..  He  Asked  for  It  (18).... 

13,702.  .Tattle  Talevision  (19)  ... 

51AKCH  OF  TlMl 

03.109..  No.  9 (19) 

America’s  Youth — 1940. 

03.110..  No.  10  (19) 

The  Philippines. 

03.111..  No.  11  (18) 

The  U.  S.  Navy. 

03.112..  No.  12  (17) 

Spoils  of  Conquest. 

03,113  . y No.  13  (20) 

Gateways  to  I’anama- 

13.101..  No.  1 (19) 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 

13.102..  No.  2 (18) 

Britain’s  R.  A.  F. 

13.103..  No.  3 (19) 


5-  4 
10-  5 


ff  11-  9 


6-22 
8 24 
5-18 


GRANTDAND  RICE  SPORT- 
DIGHTS 

R9-10.  .Blue  Streak  (10) 4-19 

RO-  1.. Diving  Demons  (10) 9-  6 

RO-  3.  .Motorcycle  Stunting  (10). 11-  1 
RO-  2.. Sporting  Everglades,  The 

(10)  10-  4 

R9-13..Sink  or  Swim  (10) 7-12 

STONE  AGE  CARTOONS 
B9-  5.  .FTuil  Ball  Player,  'The 

(7)  5-24 

159-  9.  .Fulla  Bluff  Man,  The  (7).  8-  9 

.Granite  Hotel  (7) 4-26 

.Pedagogical  Institution  (7)  9-13 
.Springtime  in  the  Rock- 

age  (7)  8-30 

Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 6-14 

.Way  Back  V5  hen  a Night 
Club  Was  a Stick  (7).. 

.Way  Back  When  a Razz- 
berry  Was  a F'ruit  (7). 

.Way  Back  When  Women 
Had  Their  Weigh  (7) . . 
UNUSUAD  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

D9-5..NO.  6 (10)  5-31 

D9-6.  .No.  6 (11)  8-2 

DO-1.  .No.  1 (11) 9-  7 


7-26  -t-  8-17 

9-27  


5-18 
8-17 
10-  6 


+ 

4-27 

04,105.  .Billposters  (8) 

5-17 

+ 

5-25 

“h 

11-  9 

04,107.. Bone  'Trouble  (9) 

04,103.  .Donald’s  Dog  Daundry  (8) 

6-28 
5-  5 

“h 

5-;i5 

+ 

7-  6 

01.109 ..  Donald's  Vacation  (8)... 

04.114..  Fire  Chief  (..) 

04,113.  . Gone  With  the  Whirlwind 

8-  9 
11-22 

ff 

8-10 

-f-  11-  9 


Dilemma. 


04.209. 

04.210. 

04.211. 

04.212. 

04.213. 

14.201 . 

14.202. 

14.203. 


.No. 

.No. 

.No. 


11  (10) . 


.No. 

.No. 

.No. 


(10) 

(10) 

PATHE  NEWS 
(Released  'Twice  Weekly) 
RADIO  FDASH  COMEDIES 
03,205.  .Goodness,  a Ghost  (16)...  7-  6 
......Marriage-Go-Round  (18)  ..  7-28 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 


. 9-27 

9-21 

.11-29 

£ 

. 4-12 

4-20 

-t- 

6-18 

. 6-  7 

-t- 

6-22 

-1- 

8-10 

. 8-24 

ff 

8-31 

. 9-13 

ff 

9-21 

.10-  4 

+ 

10-19 

.10-25 

10-26 

PDEASE 

. 4-19 

4-27 

ff 

6-22 

. 6-14 

6-15 

. 7-12 

ff 

7-13 

. 8-  9 

-1- 

8-10 

. 9-16 

-1- 

9-21 

.10-  4 

-t- 

10-26 

.11-  1 

04,312.  .Arrow  Points  (8).. 

7-5 

9-21 

04,309.  .Court  Favorites  (8) 

5-12 

-f 

4-27 

04,308 . . Flycasting  (9)  . . . . 

-1- 

4-13 

04,311 ..  4>Hurdle  Hoppers 

(9)....  6-  7 

14,302.  .Kentucky  Royalty 

(9) 9-27 

+ 

10-26 

14,301.  .()uail  Quest  (9).... 

8-30 

-t- 

9-21 

04,310.  .Silent  Wings  (9).. 

-t- 

6-22 

04,611 .. Streamlined  (9)  ... 

6-21 

14,303.  .Sportsman’s  Partners  (9). 10-25 

04,313.  .'Trouble  Shooter  (9) 

8-2 

-1- 

9-21 

PICTURE  PEOPIJS 

14,401..  No.  1 (10) 

9-13 

9-21 

14,402.. No.  2 (9) 

10-11 

10-26 

14.403..  No.  3 (10 11-8 

RAY  WHITDEY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

13.501..  Bar  Buckaroos  (16) 11-  8 
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WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


Title 


Rel.  Rat* 

Date  ing:  Rev*d 


l*rod. 

No. 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  12 
Movietone  News,  No.  19 
Willkie  and  Roosevelt  in  pleas  for  national 
unity;  collapse  of  Tacoma  bridge;  Vesuvius  in 
eruption;  air  raid  damage  in  England;  Neville 
Chamberlain  dies;  Churchill  in  Scotland;  pilots 
train  at  Kelly  Field,  Texas;  football. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  21’: 

Tacoma  bridge  collapses;  Roosevelt  at  Arling- 
ton services  on  Armistice  Day;  Willkie  urges 
loyal  opposition;  London  after  raid;  football. 

Paramount  News,  No.  22 
Roosevelt  in  Washington;  Chamberlain  dies; 
Hirohito  inspects  motorized  Japanese  army;  Will- 
kie makes  post-election  speech;  football;  collapse 
of  Tacoma  bridge. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  22 
Tacoma  bridge  breaks;  Roosevelt  in  Washing- 
ton; Willkie  urges  loyal  opposition;  Chamberlain 
dies;  football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  927 
Tacoma  span  gives  way;  Roosevelt  back  in 
Washington;  Jacqueline  Cochran  wins  flying 
award;  Vesuvius  in  eruption;  football. 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  14 
Movietone  News,  No.  20 
“Queen  Elizabeth”  sails  for  war  duty;  blasts 
in  New  Jersey  munition  plants;  turkey  farms  in 
Missouri;  smart  set  attends  New  York  Horse 


Show;  Canadian  pilots  in  training;  Langley  Field 
bombers  in  maneuvers;  fashions;  pro  football. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  218 
London  air  raid  shelters;  “Queen  Elizabeth” 
sails  for  war;  suspect  sabotage  in  eastern  muni- 
tion plant  blasts;  U.  S.  and  Canada  demonstrate 
joint  air  power;  football. 

Paramount  News,  No.  23 
“Queen  Elizabeth”  sails;  German  prisoners  in 
Canada;  Tacoma  girls  form  di.saster  aid  organi- 
zation: losers  pay  off  election  bets;  Canadian 
pilots  in  training;  U.  S.  army  air  corps  flies  at 
Langley  Field;  F.  B.  1.  investigates  possible  sabo- 
tage in  New  Jersey  blasts;  Georgia  armory  fire; 
football. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  23 
Fire  destroys  army  equipment  in  Atlanta 
armory;  powder  plant  blast  in  New  Jersey  kills 
eight;  “Queen  Elizabeth”  off  to  war;  U.  S.  and 
Canadian  pilots  in  training;  Hirohito  reviews 
Japanese  army;  mobile  recruiting  office  tours 
south;  football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  928 
New  Jersey  explosions;  Atlanta  armory  fire; 
Langley  Field  bombers  in  flying  maneuvers; 
“Queen  Elizabeth”  sails;  donate  mobile  field  hos- 
pital to  England;  turkeys  discuss  forthcoming 
Thanksgiving  in  Texas;  society  out  for  horse 
show;  six-day  bike  race  in  Chicago;  football. 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev*d 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


6-14  + 8-10 


03.504 ..  Corralling  a Schoolmarm 

(20)  

REELISMS 
(New  Series) 

04.609..  Air  Army  (9) 4-26 

04. 61 3..  Hats  (9)  8-16 

04.610.  .Stray  I^mb  (8) 5-24 

04.611.  .Streamlined  (9)  8-10 

04. 612..  Week  End  (9) 7-19 


1556.  .©Temperamental  Lion,  The 

P)  12-27 


4+ 

+ 


4-27 


6-15 

8-10 


Universal 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS  CAMERAMAN 
0201 . . CoiKiuering:  the  Colorado 

(11)  8-18 

1201 . . ^Midffet  Motor  Mania 

(10)  11-  8 

0204 . .Sanctuary  of  the  Seals  (0)  6-  7 

BEUIEVE  IT  OR  NOT— RIPLEY 
1601 . .Acquitted  by  the  Sea  (10)  9-27 

ED  THORGERSEN— SPORTS 

0306..  Action  on  Ice  (9) 7-19 

1303.  .Bowling  for  Strikes  (10).. 12-20 

1302..  Lure  of  the  Trout  (..)... 10-11 

0305..  0.er  the  Seven  Seas  (10)..  4-26 

1301 ..  ©Vacation  Time  in  Florida 

(8)  8-10 


-H- 

-i- 


8-19 


10-19 

6-22 


10-19 


-i-  10-19 

-f  6-8 


± 8-17 


5241 

5243 

4268. 

5242. 


4360. 

4361. 

4362. 

4363. 

4364. 

4365. 
6351 
5352. 

5353 

5354 
5355, 

5110. 


LANTZ  CARTDNES 
(Technicolor) 

• Crazyhouse  OVs)  9-23 

.Knock- Knock  (7)  11-25 

.100  Pigmies  and  Andy 

Panda  (7)  4-22 

.^Recruiting  Daze  (6) . . . .10-28 
GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  McNAMEE 

.No.  75  (9) 4-29 

.No.  76  (9) 5-13 

• No.  77  (9) 5-27 

• No.  78  (9) 6-17 

.No.  79  (9) 7-18 

.No.  80  (SVz) 8-12 

.No.  81  (9) 9-23 

.No.  82  (9) 10-14 

■ No.  83  (9) 11-11 

.No.  84  (..) 12-23 

■ No.  86  (..) 1-22 

SPECIAL  TWO  HEELERS 

■ Swing  WMth  Bing  (19)....  9-  4 

stranger  than  FICTION 


++  11-  9 


4- 27 

5- 11 

6- 22 

s-’s 

9-21 


± 8-3 


ADVENTURES 

4380.. No.  75  (9) 

It 

4-27 

0107. 

.Climbine:  the  Spirit’s  Home 

4381.. No.  76  (9) 

-h 

6-11 

(10)  

. 5-10 

+ 

3-30 

4382.. No.  77  (9) 

+ 

6-22 

1101. 

.Eskimo  ’I'rails  (10) 

. 8-  2 

4- 

8-17 

4383.. No.  78  (9) 

+ 

6-22 

1103. 

.Isle  of  aiystery  (10) 

10-26 

4384.. No.  79  (9) 

+ 

7-27 

FASHIONS 

4385.. No.  80  (9) 

+ 

7-27 

(In  Technicolor) 

6371.  .No.  81  (9) 

+ 

9-21 

0603. 

.Fashion  Forecasts  No.  7 

6372.  .No.  82  (9)  . 

(8)  

. 6-21 

6373.  .No.  83  (8) 

0604. 

.Fashion  Forecasts  No.  8 

5374.. No.  84  (.. 

) 

12-  2 

(8)  

. 6-21 

5375.  .No.  85  (. 

.) 

1-1 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEAVS 

TWO 

REEL 

MUSICALS 

-I- 


4+ 


Released  Twice  Weekly 
LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE  PUSS 
PARADE 

0404.  .Cheerio  My  Dears  (9)....  7-  6 

1401.  .Gninters  and  Groaners  (8).  8-30 

0403.. 1.abor  Savers  (9) 4-12 

1402 . . Tale  of  Butch  the  Parrot, 

The  (..)  12-6 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 
1102.  .©Florida,  Land  of  Flowers 

(9)  9-13  ± 

101 8..  1.le  of  the  East  (9) 6-24 

1104..  01.  Dominion  State  (..).  11-22 

TERRY-TOONS 
1661 . . ©Billy  Mouse’s  Akwakade 

(7)  8-9 

0559..  Catnip  Capers  (7) 6-31 

1501..  Club  Life  in  the  Stone 

Age  (7)  8-23 

1503 . . Happy  Haunting  Grounds 

(7)  10-18 

1653..  How  W’et  Was  My  Ocean 

(7)  10-  4 

0511..  1.  Must  Be  Love  (7) 6-6 

0558.  .©Just  a Little  Bull  (7)..  4-19 

0517..  Love  in  a Cottage  (7)....  7-28 

1554 ..  Landing  of  the  Pilgrims 

(7)  11-  1 

1552.  .Lucky  Duck,  The  (7) 9-  6 

1504..  Magic  Pencil,  The  (7)...  11-15 

0514.  .Professor  Offkeyskl  (7). 

1555.  .©Plane  Goofy  (7) 11-29 

0515.  .Rover’s  Rescue  (7) 6-28 

0516..  Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 

0513  . Swiss  Ski  Yodelers  (7) 6-17 

1505..  5.ow  Man,  ’The  (7) 12-13 

1502 ..  Touchdown  Demons  (7) 


-1-  8-17 


8-17 
6-  8 


8-17 

6-22 


10-19 


6-14  ± 6-8 


5221..  Class  in  Swing  (17) 9-11 

5223 . . Congamania  (17)  10-16 

Jose  Cansino  Dancers, 

Eddie  Durant  & Orch. 

4228.. Folies  Parlsienne  (18) 4-17 

Harry  Stafford-Leon  Belasco. 

4231 ..  Hawaiian  Rhythm  (17)....  7-17 

Harry  Owens  and  His 
Royal  Hawaiians. 

4233 . . I Dream  of  Jeanie  AVith  the 

Light  Brown  Hair  (17)  , 8-28 
4110.  .March  of  Freedom  (21)...  9-  6 
4230.  .Naughty  Nineties  (18)....  6-17 

4229 ..  Swingin’  in  the  Bam  (19).  6-16 

Texas  Jim  Lewis  and 
His  Band, 

Torrid  Tempos  (..) 11-27 

4232 ..  Varsity  Vanities  (I714)...  8-  7 

Six  Hits  and  a Miss, 

Martha  Tilton. 

UNIVERSAL  NEAVS 
Released  Twice  AVeekly 

Vitaphone 

BROADAVAY  BREVITIES 
5107  . Double  or  Nothing  (20)...  4-20 
6202  Ed  Sullivan’s  Hollywood 

(20)  11-16 

6201..  Just  a Cute  Kid  (20) 10-  5 

5108.  INiblic  Jitterbug  No.  1 (19)  5-  4 


5 107 
5408 


5410 

5409 


6101. 

6301. 

6303. 

0302. 

0601. 

5614. 
5616. 

5615 . 

6604. 

5612 . 
6602. 
6603. 

5613. 


6503 

6502 


5508 

6.501 


5509 

5510 


5326 

6706 

5326. 

5321 

5323. 

5319 

5325. 

6104. 

5317. 

6703 

5322. 

6701. 


5318. 

6702 

5320 

6705 

5324, 


6102 

6403 


6401 


5006 

6001 


5007 

5008 


5005. . 


5706 

5705. 


.Gun  Dog’s  Life  (10) 5-11  -|- 

.Mechanix  Illustrated 

No.  4 (10)  6-29  4- 

. Movie  Dog  Stars  (10)....  8-17 

.Valley,  The  (8)  7-20  + 

ELSA  MiVXAVELL’S  BLUE  RIBBON 
COMEDIES 

.Riding  Into  Society  (19)..  9-  7 ± 

HOLLYWOOD  NOVELTY 

.Football  ThrUls  (10) 9-28  + 

.Mexican  Jumijing  Beans 

(10)  12-7 

Shark  Hunting  (10) 11-  9 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Calling  Dr.  Porky  (7) 9-21 

Chew  in’  Bruin,  The  (7) ...  6-  8 ± 

Patient  Porky  (7) 8-24  4f 

Porky’s  Baseball  Broad- 
cast (7)  7-6  ff 

• Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7).. 11-30 
Porky’s  Poor  Fish  (7)....  5-18 

.Prehistoric  Porky  (7) 10-12  -{- 

Sour  Puss  (7) 11-  2 

Timid  Toreador  (..) 12-21 

You  Ought  to  Be  in 

Pictures  (7)  5-18  -f 

.AIELODY  MASTERS 
Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (10)..  11-23 
.Joe  Keichman  & Orch. 

(10)  10-26 

I.arry  Clinton  & OrcK  (10)  5-25 
Matty  Malneck  & Band 

(10)  9-14  4f 

Ozzie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10).  6-29  H 
AVoody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  7-27 

MERRIE  MELODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

Bear’s  Tale,  The  (7) 4-13 

Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (7)..  11-23 

Ceiling  Hero  (7) 7-  6 

Circus  Today  (7) 6-22  -f 

Egg  Collector  (7) 7-20 

Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  5-25  ± 

Ghost  AA’anted  (7) 8-10 

Good  Niglit  Elmer  (7).... 10-26 
Hardship  of  Miles  Stand- 

ish  (7)  4-27 

Holiday  Highlight  (7) 10-12  qi 

Little  Blabberinouse  (7) . . 7-  6 
Malibu  Beach  Party  (7) . . 9-14  ± 

Of  Fox  and  Hounds  (..)..  12-  7 
Shop,  Look  and  Listen 

(..)  12-21 

Sniffles  Takes  a Trip  (7).  6-11 

Stagefright  (7)  9-28  -f- 

Tom  Thumb  in  Trouble 

(7)  6-8  ± 

AVacky  AVHd  Life  (7) 11-  9 

AVild  Hare,  A (7) 7-27 

SPORTS  PARADE 
(Color) 

Dogs  Y’ou  Seldom  See  (10). 11-  2 -f- 

Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

(10)  11-30 

Fly  Fishing  (10) 9-21  q: 

TECHNICOLOR 

Cinderella’s  Feller  (20) ...  6-  1 + 

.Flag  of  Humanity  (20)...  10-19  4" 

March  on  Marines  (..)....  12-14 
Pony  Express  Days  (20) . . 7-13  4- 

Service  AA'ith  the  Colors 

(20)  8-31 

Singin’  Dude,  The  (20)  ...  4-  6 ± 

ATT.VPHONE  A’ARIETIES 

Ail  Girl  Revue  (10) 6-22 

Radio  and  Relatives  (10)..  5-26 


Serials 


4-20 

1180 

+ 

7-27 

1120 

9-21 

1161- 

+f 

7-6 

+ 

6-22 

973 

-1- 

sl  3 

081 

082 

± 2-10 


.11-29 

4008. 

.Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride  (20).. 

9-  9 

5681 

. 6-28 

5109. 

.ySpills  for  Thrills  (19).. 

6-15 

++  8-3 

. 7-12 

5110. 

.Young  America  Flies  (20). 

8-  3 

. 6-17 

+ 

^ 8 

THE  COLOR  P.VRADE 

.5581 

.12-13 

(New  Series) 

. 9-20 

ib^io 

5410. 

. Fainons  Movie  Dogs  ( 10)  . . 

7-27 

4-  8-17 

COLUMBIA 

. . Dea<lwood  Dick  7-19  q: 

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, Lorna  Gray. 

..Green  Archer,  The 10-25  q: 

15  Chapters.  Victor  Jory, 

Iris  Meredith. 

>.  .Terry  and  the  Pirates  ...  4-12  q: 
15  Chapters.  AVllliam 
Tracy-Granville  Owens. 
REPUBUIC 

. .Adventures  of  Bed  Ryder.  6-15  -)- 

Don  “Red”  Barry. 

. .King  of  the  Royal 

Mounted  9-20  +4 

12  Chapters.  Allan  I..ane. 

. .Mysterious  Doctor  Satan  12-13 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Wilcox. 

. UNIVERSAL 
4881-92.  .Flash  Gordon  Conquers 

the  Universe  4-9  4^• 

Larry  (Buster)  Crabbe. 

..Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24  4" 

15  Chapters.  AA’arren  Hull. 

Sky  Raiders  4-  8 

12  Chapters. 

.Junior  G-Men  9-1  4- 

12  Chapters.  Deed  End 
Kids,  Little  Tough  Guys. 

.AA'inners  of  the  AVest 7-2  q: 

13  Chapters.  Dick  Fo- 
ron,  Anne  Nagel. 
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5- 18 

6- 15 

il’e 

8-31 

8-31 

6-22 

8-24 

7-  6 
10-26 

5-18 

8- 24 

7-  6 

8- 31 

5- 18 

ii  9 

8- 17 

9-  7 

li-’9 

6- 15 

8-31 

10-26 

6- 15 
10-26 

7- 6 

1- is 

7- 27 
11-  9 

4-20 

6-  8 

8- 24 

2- 24 

11-  9 

8-  3 

5 11 

1940 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  '^THEATRES.  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word.  Payable  in  Advance. 


^Uatina  4iou6c 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rotes  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


Am  CONDITIONING 


THEATRE  CONSTRUCTION— REMODELING 


FOLLOW  THE  PARADE  FOR  BAR- 
GAINS — Peerless-Preddy  lamps,  sound 
systems,  300  Heywood  spring-cushion 
chairs,  amplifiers,  speakers,  projectors, 
complete  set  stage  drapes.  Lists  furnished. 
WESTERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COM- 
PANY, Omaha,  Neb. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


PRICES  GOING  DOWN— NOT  UP- 
NEW  MERCHANDISE,  TOO.  Four  Chan- 
nel Coin  Changers,  Penny  Chute,  $5.55; 
Cameron’s  Books,  Discontinued  Titles,  79c 
up;  Double  Unit  Electric  Ticket  Ma- 
chines, $99.75;  Britechrome  Metal  Display 
Frames,  30"x40",  $3.60;  Fire  Extinguish- 
ers, $2.95.  Theatres  completely  equipped 
cheap— Trades  taken — Time  Payments. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


BUY  NOTHING — Until  you’ve  compared 
our  prices.  Guaranteed  savings  of  from 
10%  to  40%.  Write  us.  STAR  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CO.,  440  West  45th  St.,  New 
York  City. 


SENSATIONALLY  LOW  PRICES  NOW 
IN  EFFECT.  Lightmaster  “one-kilowatt” 
projection  arc  lamps.  Unmistakably  bet- 
ter snow-white  projection  light.  Duo 
Soundmaster  sound  heads,  with  the  stabil- 
izing gyrofilter,  no -shock  starting,  instant 
lateral  adjustment;  amplifiers  with  copper 
sulphide  DC  exciter  lamp  supply  and  cali- 
brated volume  control;  two-way  horn  sys- 
tems. Write  for  complete  catalogue  new 
and  reconditioned  sound  and  projection 
equipment.  SCOTT-BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


MUST  RAISE  CASH.  Our  loss  is  your 
gain.  Rebuilt  Strong  Low  Intensity  Lamps, 
$110.00  per  pair.  Rebuilt  Simplex  Pro- 
jectors, single  bearing  movements,  rear 
shutters,  $315.00  pair.  RCA  Soimdhcads 
with  motors  and  all  attachments,  $110.00 
per  pair.  Free  trial.  WESTERN  FILM 
& SUPPLY,  1018  S.  Wabash,  Chicago. 


CLOSING  OUT  CHEAP— MUST  MAKE 
ROOM — Sound  projectors,  16mm,  35mm, 
$59.50;  Amplifiers,  Soundheads,  $9.95;  Re- 
flector Arcs,  Rectifiers,  $24.50;  Powers  Pro- 
jectors, $39.50;  Simplex  Intermittents, 
$6.95;  Sound  Opticals,  $4.95;  Lenses,  $2.95. 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


ROTH  GENERATOR,  70  volts,  25  am- 
peres; good  condition,  reasonably  priced. 
Palace  Theatre,  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  unbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

PROJECTIONIST  desires  change.  Avail- 
able on  two  weeks  notice.  38,  single,  re- 
liable, references.  Years  of  experience.  In- 
diana, Florida,  New  Mexico,  but  go  any- 
where. Don  F.  White,  Plaza  Hotel,  Ros- 
well, N.  M. 

MY  PRESENT  100%  Manager-Opera- 
tor for  five  years  now  at  liberty.  Reason: 
My  son  entering  partnership  with  me.  If 
interested,  here’s  your  man.  B-1299,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

THEATRE  MANAGER.  I get  results. 
B-1301,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST.  11  years  experience. 
Go  anywhere.  Box  79,  Shubuta,  Miss. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 

NEW  CATALOG  of  35mm  Roadshow 
Attractions  for  outright  sale  only.  Any 
type  of  picture  you  want  from  $25.00  to 
$300.00.  Sex,  gangster,  horror,  westerns, 
action  pictures.  Like  new  prints.  (Men- 
tion Boxoffice)  . BUSSA  FILM  EX- 
CHANGE, FRIENDSHIP,  OHIO. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WANTED  TO  LEASE  — Theatre  in 
southern  town,  1,000  or  more  population. 
Neal  Robinson,  Fort  Walton,  Fla. 

TO  LEASE  OR  BUY  theatre.  Town  of 
2,000  or  more.  Without  comp>etition.  S. 
Sturgeon,  Smithfield,  Ohio. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

FOR  SALE — Modem  small  town  theatre. 
Best  equipment.  Pal,  Clyde,  Texas. 


THEATRE  ARCHITECTS.  30  years  ex- 
perience. Associated  in  every  state.  30- 
35%  savings.  R.  Levine  Co.,  1235  So.  Wa- 
bash Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


ARTISTIC  PAINTING  AND  DECORAT- 
ING for  theatres.  Sketches-Estimates  sub- 
mitted; anywhere.  H.  Eisman,  630  9th 
Ave.,  Circle  6-6285,  New  York  City. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80.  Special 
printed  roll  or  machine  tickets,  100,000, 
$14.90;  50,000,  $9.40;  20,000,  $6.10.  Ship- 
ping charges  paid  to  1,000  miles.  Cash 
with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket  Co.,  Dept. 
B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


PRINCESS  THEATRE 

1427W  PHONES  1487Y 
WAUSEON,  OHIO 

Oct.  12,  1940 

BOXOFnCE, 

Kansas  City.  Mo. 

Gentlemen: 

A few  weeks  ago  I used  your  Classi- 
fied columns  for  one  week,  running  a 
blind  ad.  It  may  interest  you  to  know 
that  within  ten  days  of  publication 
date  I had  received  127  answers. 

I do  not  know  what  your  experience 
has  been  in  the  past,  but  I have  used 
similar  advertising  mediums  on  sev- 
eral occasions  and  never  have  ap- 
proached the  above  results. 

It  may  further  interest  you  to  know 
that  the  replies  came  from  the  State  of 
Washington  to  Connecticut,  and  from 
Duluth,  Minn.,  to  Dallas,  Texas.  It  would 
seem  that  BOXOFFICE  really  covers 
the  nation. 

Yours  very  truly, 

P.  P.  Touney 
PRINCESS-CHIEF  THEATRES 


Cf)ri£itma£i  (@tft  ^ugge^ftton 

BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 

Mo. 

Please  send  BOXOFFICE  Gift  Subscription 

to: 

Name  

Signed  

Address  

Address  

City  & State 

□ 1 Year  □ 2 Years  □ 3 Years 

City  & State 

□ $2.00  for  I Year  □ $3.50  for  2 Years  □ $5.00  for  3 Years 

□ Remittance  Enclosed 

n Send  Invoice 

BOXOFFICE  : : November  23,  1940 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  precedinr  publiestion  date. 
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Great  performances  by: 

JUDY  GARLAND 
GEORGE  MURPHY 
CHARLES  WINNINGER 

DOUGLAS  McPHAIL 

and  all  the  cast! 


Screen  Play  by  Jack  McGowan  • Based  upon  the  Musical 
Comedy  Written,  Composed  and  Produced  by  George 
M.  Cohan  • Directed  by  NORMAN  TAUROG  • Produced 
by  ARTHUR  FREED  • A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
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SAME  INDUSTRY,  DIFFERENT  SUIT 


Before  it  was  signed,  the  chief  topic  of  discussion 
in  New  York  and  probably  elsewhere  was  the  de- 
cree. Now  that  it  has  been  signed,  the  situation  has 
altered  only  in  that  there  is  more  of  the  same  thing. 

Everyone  is  trying  to  dope  out  the  angles  while  well 
up  front  among  these  everyones  are  the  distributors 
themselves.  They  have  ideas,  of  course,  and  those  ideas 
embrace  the  kinds  of  blocks  their  studios  will  have  to 
plot  and  strive  to  turn  out,  and  what  the  cost  will  be. 

They  are  thinking  now  about  what  seems  the  inev- 
itable need  to  decentralize  sales  authority  so  that  the 
men  in  the  field  can  close  deals  faster  when  the  1941-42 
season  gets  under  way. 

They  are  wondering  whether  that  season  will  get  under 
way  earlier,  how  many  salesmen  will  be  required,  to 
what  extent  blocks  will  be  interchangeable  and  in  what 
exchange  centers. 

They  are  speculating  about  the  effect  of  the  consent 
on  shorts.  On  westerns.  On  foreigns  because  the 
specific  instruction  is  that  none  of  the  three  can  be 
forced  with  the  regular  lineups. 

These  are  only  some  of  the  myriad  problems  thrown 
on  the  open  table  and  we  say  on  the  open  table  be- 
cause no  one  can  know  to  a hair's  turn  how  operations 
will  be  affected. 

It  will  seem  like  a tiresome  repetition,  after  all  these 
m.onths,  to  inform  the  exhibitor  the  decree  binds  part 
of  the  majors  and  leaves  the  others  to  do  as  they  please. 
Bound,  of  course,  are  Loew's  (M-G-M),  Paramount,  RKO, 
20th  Century-Fox  and  Warner.  Free  as  air — maybe — 
are  Columbia,  Universal,  United  Artists,  Republic,  Mono- 
gram and  all  thereafter.  Free  as  air — maybe — because 
they  will  have  facing  them  a selective  type  of  film 
buying  to  counter  their  full  line  sales,  all  in  one  smear 
and  usually  under  one  contract.  Finally,  free  as  air — 
maybe — because  the  competition  springing  from  the  de- 
cree may  compel  them  to  do  as  the  others  do,  although 
the  decree  itself  cannot. 

Exhibitors  are  urgently  advised,  too,  to  remember  the 
consent  became  effective  the  day  it  was  signed.  That 
was  November  20.  It  is  effective  except  for  five-block 
selling,  the  trade  screenings  which  go  along  as  part  and 
parcel,  and  arbitration.  But  arbitration,  while  in  the 
future,  faces  an  around-the-corner  future  if  current  plans 
to  have  the  thirty-one  boards  working  by  approximately 
February  1 bear  fruit. 

Therefore,  the  situation  boils  down  to  an  obvious 
this: 

Because  many  matters  are  now  open  to  adjudication, 
or  at  least  preparation  for  arbitration  disposal,  exhibitors 
would  do  well  to  analyze  and  to  study  the  official  de- 


cree and  its  accompanying  rules  of  arbitration  and  ap- 
peal, published  in  full,  starting  on  page  17,  in  this  issue  of 
BOXOFFICE.  Like  it  or  like  it  not,  and  pending  any 
reasonably  remote  legal  upsets  which  are  hinted  from 
independent  exhibitor  directions,  the  decree  is  the  whole 
show  without  benefit  of  immediate  escape.  Somewhere 
along  the  line,  theatremen  will  have  to  learn  their  defi- 
nite rights  and  determine  an  approach  to  their  prob- 
able rights.  They  had  better  get  started  early. 

Unless  all  signs  fail,  an  inevitable  period  of  confusion 
is  ahead.  Those  who  think  they  know,  no  doubt,  will 
find  themselves  pitted  against  interpretations  they  never 
even  suspected  existed.  There  are  very  apt  to  be  vio- 
lations of  the  decree,  but  violations  honestly  made  in 
that  the  reason  will  trace  to  a lack  of  familiarity  as  to 
content  and  how  that  content  is  designed  to  function. 
The  best  that  the  most  optimistic  has  any  right  to  hope 
for  is  violations  in  minimum,  although  that  minimum  may 
seem  to  approach  something  resembling  maximum. 

BOXOFFICE,  for  its  part,  intends  making  every  effort 
to  simplify  the  situation.  For  example,  today  it  pub- 
lishes much  of  the  analysis  presented  on  intervention- 
ists' day  by  James  V.  Hayes,  government  attorney,  de- 
cree formulator  and  on  that  occasion  speaking  jointly 
for  the  Department  of  Justice  and  the  five  consenting 
majors.  He  reduced  his  analogies  to  the  homely  and 
easily  understood  manner  and  this,  we  believe  as  we 
hope,  will  serve  to  strike  light  in  the  dark  and  unfamiliar 
corners. 

Meanwhile,  and  by  nature  a matter  not  as  extraneous 
as  might  appear,  our  interest  is  deeply  aroused  by  an 
observation  of  Abram  F.  Myers.  He  was  commenting 
and  praising  the  solid  front  presented  by  exhibitors  of 
all  shades  on  that  memorable  day  in  federal  court. 
"Maybe  all  did  not  concur  in  some  of  the  things  that 
were  said,  but  all  were  united  in  their  opposition  to  the 
selling  plan  embodied  in  the  measure,"  he  observed. 
"Like  solidarity  on  other  major  issues  would  infinitely 
strengthen  the  position  and  improve  the  lot  of  the  ex- 
hibitors of  the  country." 

Correct.  Solidly  and  completely  correct.  But  what 
does  it  mean?  Is  Myers  suggesting  one  national  ex- 
hibitor organization?  If  not,  we  are. 

The  producers  have  their  one  association,  and  it  works. 

The  exhibitors  of  the  country  certainly  should  have 
theirs. 

It,  too,  would  work. 
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Running  Time:  28  Months 

New  York — It  took  exactly  28  months  from  the  date  of  filing  for  the  government 
to  finally  settle  its  anti-trust  suit  against  the  "Big  Five."  The  action  was  filed  July  20, 
1938  and  Federal  Judge  Henry  Warren  Goddard  signed  the  consent  decree  Novem- 
ber 20,  1940.  Originally  the  eight  majors  were  made  defendants.  With  the  signing 
by  Loew's,  Paramount,  Warner,  20th-Fox  and  RKO,  this  leaves  UA,  Universal  and 
Columbia  yet  to  either  settle  or  defend  themselves. 

If  the  "Little  Three"  decide  to  go  to  bat,  court  hearings  are  not  expected  to  get 
under  way  until  next  spring. 

■■  ■ — V 

Distributors  Getting  Dizzier 
Trying  to  Dope  Future  Routine 


Bulk  of  Boards  May  Go 
Into  Action  Before 
February  1 Goal 

New  York — Independent  exhibitors  who 
have  complaints  against  the  “Big  Five” — 
Loew’s,  Paramount,  Warner,  20th-Fox  and 
RKO — on  forcing  of  shorts,  newsreels, 
trailers  or  serials,  reissues,  westerns  or  for- 
eign features:  the  cancelling  of  objection- 
able or  offensive  pictures,  the  right  to 
some  run,  clearance  disputes  and  the  as- 
signment of  prints,  may  immediately  file 
such  grievances  with  the  American  Ai’bi- 
tration  Ass’n  in  New  York,  now  that  Fed- 
eral Judge  Henry  Warren  Goddard  has 
signed  the  decree. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  decree  these 
subjects  are  arbitrable  as  soon  as  tribunals 
are  organized  in  key  cities  serving  the 
complaining  theatres.  Although  there  is 
a February  1 deadline  in  the  decree  for 
setting  up  the  tribunals,  it  is  learned  that, 
as  soon  as  J.  Noble  Braden,  AAA  executive, 
completes  liis  survey  of  the  country,  the 
bulk  of  the  boards  will  be  put  into  opera- 
tion, probably  before  that  date. 

The  five  consenting  distributors  are  yet 
to  agree  on  the  percentage  of  their  gross 
revenues  which  will  go  toward  maintain- 
ing the  arbitration  system.  Figures  are 
now  being  computed.  Neither  have  bud- 
gets for  the  individual  tribunals  been  set, 
it  is  learned.  This  will  be  done  as  soon  as 
Braden  returns  from  his  tour. 

However,  distributors  point  out  there  are 
four  points  which  must  wait  until  the 
1941-42  selling  season  before  any  com- 
plaints will  be  acknowledged  by  arbitra- 
tion boards.  This  is  so  provided  by  Sec- 
tion XX  of  the  decree,  which  is  published 
in  this  issue  beginning  on  page  17. 

The  first  is  Section  III  (see  page  17), 
which  provides  no  picture  can  be  offered 
for  sale  in  a given  territory  before  it  is 
trade  screened  in  that  exchange  area. 
Such  screenings  must  be  advertised  in  ad- 
vance in  a trade  paper  having  general  cir- 
culation among  exhibitors  in  the  area. 

The  second  subject  is  contained  in  Para- 
graph (a)  of  Section  IV  (see  page  17) 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  more  than  five  pic- 
tures in  any  group,  or  the  conditioning  of 
one  group  upon  the  sale  of  another  group. 

The  third  provision  is  contained  in  Sec- 
tion V,  (see  page  18)  and  in  essence  means 


New  York— It’s  a case  of  plots  and  coun- 
ter plots  around  the  headquarters  of  the 
five  consenting  majors  in  an  effort  to  dope 
out  what  changes  in  procedure  will  follow 
in  the  wake  of  the  decree. 

Admittedly  guesswork  on  all  sides,  the 
speculation  in  altered  routines  ranges  all 
the  way  from  the  entertained  possibility 
that  sales  forces  may  have  to  be  doubled 
when  the  five-block  selling  plans  swing 
into  operation  next  season  to  a healthy 
lunge  at  estimates  of  increased  cost  of 
clerical  and  bookkeeping  staffs  in  New 
York  as  well  as  in  the  exchanges. 

This  latter  equation  is  due  for  a sharp 
rise.  One  of  the  signatory  companies  es- 
timates its  contracts  total  about  50,000  an- 


a  distributor  cannot  offer  pictures  in  one 
exchange  district  contingent  on  a sale  in 
another  exchange  zone.  Complaints  grow- 
ing out  of  this  practice,  if  the  distributor 
is  found  to  have  violated  the  section,  are 
subject  to  a penalty  of  $500,  which  is  to  go 
into  an  arbitration  fund. 

The  last  provision  deals  with  a request 
for  some  run,  as  outlined  in  Section  X 
(see  page  19)  and  deals  with  an  outline  of 
numerous  conditions  and  facts  which  must 
be  taken  into  consideration  before  an  arbi- 
trator may  hand  down  a decision. 

No  award  which  may  be  handed  down 
by  an  arbitrator  can  affect  existing  con- 
tracts, distributors  point  out.  Decisions 
against  distributors  are  effective  with  the 
new  selling  season,  which  may  start  as 
early  as  May  or  June  next  year. 


nually,  this  being  predicated  on  11,500 
possibilities  but  covering  full-line  sales  as 
well  as  individual  deals  for  roadshow  and 
percentage  pictures  and  shorts.  On  the 
basis  of  a 50-picture  program  and  in  keep- 
ing with  the  five-block  maximum,  this 
single  organization  figures  it  faces  a ten- 
fold increase  or  the  possibility  of  some- 
where around  500,000  contracts  a year. 
The  staggers  now  dancing  before  the  eyes 
of  the  industry  here  become  formidable  if 
this  guess  may  be  viewed  as  the  possibility 
facing  the  other  four  majors  who  are 
parties  to  the  decree. 

A vast  field  likewise  opens  up  in  terms 
of  decree  interpretation.  Insiders  are  al- 
ready predicting  a first-class  state  of  con- 
fusion involving  those  who  think  they  un- 
derstand what  the  consent  provides  and 
those  who  think  otherwise  while  in  the 
offing  and  apt  to  confound  both  are  rul- 
ings to  flow  from  the  31  arbitration  tribu- 
nals on  or  about  February  15  when  or- 
ganizational work  on  them  is  expected  to 
be  completed. 

The  task  of  familiarizing  the  field  force 
with  the  precise  detail  of  the  decree  is  a 
puzzler  and  already  has  several  general 
sales  managers  in  a mild  sweat  over  ways 
and  means  of  reducing  a voluminous  and 
highly  technical  and  legalistic  document 
to  terms  which  men  in  the  field  can  un- 
derstand and  be  clear  on  to  a point  where 
they  will  not  consciously,  at  least,  indulge 
in  violations.  This,  admittedly,  is  one  whale 
of  a job  on  which  one  sales  manager  and 
his  assistant  spent  an  entire  afternoon 
this  week  without  getting  anywhere. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

This  is  where  the  momentous  document  was  blessed  with  court  approval. 


4 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  30,  1940 


DECREE  TO  CORRECT  OLIND 
SALES  'EVIL',  SAYS  GOV'T 


New  York — The  consent  decree,  among 
other  things,  is  designed  to  correct  “an 
evil  called  blind  selling,”  in  the  govern- 
ment’s view. 

James  V.  Hayes  of  the  department  of 
justice  discussed  this  approach  at  length 
in  a breakdown  of  the  decree  prior  to  its 
approval  by  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard.  In 
unwound  terms,  largely  bereft  of  the  legal- 
istic approach  in  which  other  analyses  of 
the  decree  have  been  couched,  Hayes’  dis- 
section is  viewed  by  Boxoffice  as  essen- 
tially simple,  direct  and  easily  under- 
standable. In  part,  he  said: 

“Section  III  of  the  decree  provides  for 
what  is  called  trade  showing.  The  evil  that 
that  section  was  aimed  to  correct  is  an 
evil  called  blind  selling.  The  complaint  is 
made  that  presently  under  the  existing 
method  of  distribution  of  pictures  exhibi- 
tors do  not  know  what  they  are  buying. 
Distributor  representatives  circulate  among 
the  exhibitor  customers  beginning  some 
time  in  the  spring  of  the  year  and  con- 
tinuing until  they  are  all  under  contract, 
endeavoring  to  get  all  exhibitors  to  con- 
tract with  them  for  their  whole  season’s 
product.  Actually  at  the  time  those  con- 
tracts are  made  very  many  of  the  pictures 
covered  by  them  are  not  even  in  produc- 
tion and  the  exhibitor  claims  that  as  a re- 
sult he  is  buying  sight  unseen.  He  might 
contract  for  two  Mickey  Rooneys,  but  he 
doesn’t  know  what  the  pictures  are  going 
to  be  like.  He  buys  on  the  reputation  of 
the  distributors,  based  on  their  past  pro- 
duction and  on  the  names  of  the  stars  that 
are  expected  to  appear  in  the  particular 
pictures. 

“But  not  only  have  exhibitors  com- 
plained about  so-called  blind  selling;  so 
have  public  groups,  public  groups  who  are 
interested  in  the  betterment  of  the  movies, 
public  groups  who  are  interested  in  moral 
movies  for  their  children.  And  the  de- 
partment has  received  these  complaints 
both  of  the  exhibitors  and  public  groups. 


“The  complaint  of  the  public  groups 
specifically  is  that  a local  exhibitor  under 
the  method  of  selling  presently  followed 
has  no  opportunity  to  decide  what  picture 
best  fits  the  local  needs  of  his  community 
because  he  contracts  for  a picture  before 
he  knows  what  the  picture  is  going  to  be 
like. 

“Section  III  . . . provides  that  before  any 
picture  can  be  sold — any  feature — after 
September  1,  1941,  it  must  be  tradeshown. 
That  means  that  there  must  be  an  exhibi- 
tion of  that  picture  in  every  one  of  the  ex- 
change districts  maintained  by  each  of  the 
defendants  at  which  the  trade  is  free  to 
attend.  There  is  no  obligation  whatsoever 
placed  on  exhibitors  to  attend  those  trade 
showings,  but  merely  the  obligation  is 
placed  on  the  distributor  not  to  sell  the 
feature  until  it  has  been  tradeshown. 
Thus,  an  exhibitor,  if  he  desires  to  see  the 
picture,  may  do  so  and  decide  whether  or 
not  he  wants  to  contract  for  the  licensing 
of  that  picture. 

“As  a matter  of  fact,  I don’t  believe  that 
every  exhibitor  in  the  country  is  going  to 
spend  his  time  doing  nothing  but  attend- 
ing trade  showings.  If  all  our  pictures 
were  ‘Gone  With  the  Winds,’  I suppose  they 
would.  But  not  all  of  them  are.  What 
will  happen  in  practice  very  likely  is  that 
the  trade  papers  themselves  will  have  cap- 
able reviewers  at  the  trade  showings.  Ex- 
hibitors will  also  be  free  to  attend  and  very 
likely  many  of  the  local  exhibitors  close 
to  the  exchange  center  will  attend.  But 
whether  they  attend  or  not  they  will  have 
the  benefit  of  the  criticisms  in  the  trade 
papers.  They  will  have  the  benefit  that 
they  will  now  get  and  they  do  now  get  in- 
sofar as  it  can  assist  them  from  first-run 
exhibition  and  the  criticism  in  the  news- 
papers of  those  exhibitions.  They  will 
know  what  the  picture  is  about.  They  will 
know  the  character  of  the  picture.  They 
will  know  its  entertainment  value.  And 
they  will  thus  be  guided  in  their  contracts 
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This  is  what  they  signed. 


subsequently  on  those  pictures  when  those 
pictures  are  offered  to  them  subsequently 
for  license. 

“Section  IV  (a)  is  a very  interesting  pro- 
vision. It  was  not  arrived  at  except  after 
long  weeks’  argument.  It  provides  that 
the  pictures  shall  be  sold  in  groups  of  not 
more  than  five  pictures,  all  of  which  of 

(Continued  on  page  10) 


Por  tb«  defendants: 


PARAAAOUNT  PICIVRSS  INC. 

PARAMOUNT  FILM  DISTRIBUTING 
CORPORATION 

RErThomaTT7‘THaoEer”~^^~“^^~ 

SlmpaoD  Tbacber  A Bartlett 
120  Broadway 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Tbelr  Attdrneye 


LOEWS,  INCORPORATED 


Its  Attoroeya 


RiDIO-KElTB-ORPflEUM  CORPORATION 
RKO  RADIO  PICTURES.  INC. 

RKO  PROCTOR  CORPORATION 
RKO  laOWBST  CORPORATION 

By 


Donovan .Leisure, Newton  & Lumbard 
2 Wall  Street 
New  York,  N.Y. 


William  Mallard,  Esq. 
1270  Sixth  Avemie 
New  York,  N.Y. 


Rolatooe  R.  Irvine,  Esq. 
2 Wall  Street 
New  York,  N.Y. 


Otto  C.  Doering,  Jr.  Ksq. 
2 Wall  Street 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Their  Attorneys 


naTH-ALBEl-ORPBEDM  CORPORATION  ^ 

Monroe  Ooldwater,  Esqt 

Goldwater  A Flynn 
60  East  42iul  Street 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Its  Attomeye 


muram  BROS.  PICTURES,  INC 
TiTAORAPH,  nrc. 

WARNER  BfiOS.  CIACUIT 


TVranTETB  CINTURY-FOI  FILM 
CORPORATION 

NATIONAL  THEATRES  CORPORATION 


ainijard  E.  Dwight,  Nsq”. 

Dwight,  Harris,  Koegel  A Caskey 
100  Broadway 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Their  Attorneys. 


And  here  are  facsimiles  of  the  signatures— -Judge  Goddard  for  the  court,  six  for  the  Government,  11  for  the  "Big  Five." 
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OKLAHOMA  CITY— 527%  N.  W.  9th  St.,  Frederic 
Schofield.  Telephone  79-8098. 

OMAHA — 5640  Woolworth  Ave.,  Monte  Davis. 
PHILADELPHIA — 426  Pine  St.,  Joseph  Shaltz. 
Telephone  WAlnut  0860. 
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PORTLAND,  ORE. — Oregon  Journal,  Dick  Fagan. 
Telephone  ATlantic  0123. 

ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett. 
Telephone  Flanders  3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — 167  South  State  St..  Viola  B. 

Hutton.  Telephone  WAsatch  165. 

SAN  FRANCISCO — 606  Grant  Bldg.,  1095  Market 
St.,  AI  Scott.  Telephone  Market  6580. 

SEATTLE — 2418  Second  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper.  Tele- 
phone Seneca  2460. 

WASHINGTON — 1426  G St.,  Earle  A.  Dyer. 
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CALGARY,  ALT.A. — The  Albertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
EDMONTON,  ALTA.— 9905  102nd  St.  Molly  Shirley. 
HAMILTON,  O.— 20  Holton  Ave.,  N.,  Hugh  Millar. 
LONDON,  O. — 97  Adelaide  St.,  S.,  John  Gore. 
MONTREAL,  QUEBEC — 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G., 
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REGINA,  SASK. — The  Leader-Post,  Bruce  Peacock. 
ST.  JOHN.  N.  B. — 161  Princess  St.,  D.  Fetherston. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO — 242  Millwood  Road,  Milton 
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VICTORIA,  B.  C. — 434  Quebec  St.,  Tom  Merriman. 
WINNIPEG,  MAN. — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkin. 


Much  sense  finds  its  way  into 
thoughts  and  reflections  mir- 
rored in  a short  article,  "New  Fron- 
tiers for  American  Movies,"  pub- 
lished in  the  National  Board  of  Re- 
view Magazine.  Now  that  the  Amer- 
ican industry  is  cut  oft  from  a large 
proportion  of  its  international  mar- 
ket, there  is  posed  this  question: 
"What  can  films  do  in  this  halt-a- 
world — what  can  they  do  at  home 
now  that  we  are  our  own  chief  au- 
dience?" The  question  seeks  to  an- 
swer itself  with  this: 

"We  are  a movie-going  country, 
but  everyone  knows  people  who  go 
to  the  movies  only  once  in  a while,  or 
not  at  all.  And  what  comes  and  will 
come  over  the  air  to  us  makes  it  more 
and  more  easy  to  be  in  touch  with 
both  the  gaiety  and  seriousness  of 
the  world  while  we  are  sitting  com- 
fortably at  home.  But  there  is  a vast 
audience  that  can  be  lured  to  the 
movies.  Only  they  will  have  to  be 
lured.  And  it  will  take  something  new 
to  lure  them.  The  picture  people  do 
what  they  do  extremely  well,  but  there 
are  hordes  of  folks  who  want  some- 
thing besides  that:  They  are  folks 
who  remember  plots,  and  recognize 
them  no  matter  what  new  dress  and 
new  trimmings  they  appear  in,  and 
they  are  tired  of  them.  They  are  not 
looking  particularly  to  be  edified  or 
uplifted,  just  to  be  entertained.  It  is 
because  they  want  to  be  entertained 
that  they  don't  want  to  be  bored — and 
the  same  old  story — skeletons,  for 
which  they  have  an  x-ray  eye,  bore 
them  terribly. 

"It  is  obvious  that  a kind  of  movie 
which  isn't  made  for  the  theatres, 
merely  to  entertain,  is  increasing  in 
number  and  in  scope — the  fact-film, 
made  by  industrialists,  by  the  gov- 
ernment, by  social  foundations,  to  in- 
form and  instruct.  They  are  not  en- 
tertainment films,  though  they  are  so 
much  dead  celluloid  if  they  are  not  en- 
tertaining to  the  extent  of  being  in- 
teresting. The  dramatic  films  have 
time  and  again,  with  sometimes  sen- 
sational success,  gone  to  the  news 
headlines  for  their  material.  Gang- 
ster films,  G-men  films,  came  as  fresh 
stuff  and  people  flocked  to  see  them 
till  they  got  so  repetitious  they  were 
tiresome.  In  these  fact-films,  there  is 
fresh  stuff,  too,  from  which  dramatic, 
fascinating  and  close-to-our-lives 
stories  can  be  made  for  the  screen.  In 
working  with  that  material  fresh  talent 
will  emerge,  among  writers  and  direc- 
tors. Why  not  try  it — as  we  have  been 
going  into  our  past  history  for  the  films, 
why  not  go  into  our  living  history? 

"Of  course,  the  makers  of  movies, 
who  are  every  bit  as  alert  about  their 
business  as  any  of  their  critics  or  ad- 
visers, have  already  thought  of  this. 
But  their  need  of  new  audiences  and 
new  material  ought  to  spur  them  be- 
yond the  point  of  merely  thinking.'' 


The  intention  was  to  let  loose  a 
shaft  or  two  about  those  three 
Hollywood  plays  which  found  their 
way  to  Broadway  and  critical  mas- 
sacre, but  the  job  is  obligingly  done 
for  us.  For  instance,  Dick  Watts,  re- 
viewing "Glamour  Preferred"  by 
Florence  Ryerson  and  Colin  Clem- 
ents, observes  it  may  be  hard  to  be- 
lieve, yet  this  one  is  the  worst  of 
the  trio.  Just  a little  duller,  a little 
cheaper  and  a little  more  vulgar 
than  its  precedessors,  is  how  he 
puts  it.  And  this  in  the  N.  Y.  "Herald- 
Tribune": 

"If  one  of  them  could  make  up  its 
mind  about  what  it  thinks  of  Holly- 
wood and  not  attempt  to  combine 
violent  assaults  on  the  evils  and  ab- 
surdities of  the  cinema  industry  with 
sweet  little  paeans  of  praise  from 
time  to  time,  one  might  have  a certain 
respect  for  it.  The  impression  which  is 
created  is  that  the  authors  want  to 
express  their  great  distaste  for  the  film 
business  and  still  keep  open  the  pos- 
sibilities of  holding  a good  job 
there." 

Then,  Walter  Winchell: 

"Two  scenarists,  authors  of  one  of 
the  recent  flop  shows  which  tried  to 
belittle  Hollywood,  got  worried  about 
their  jobs  after  they  wrote  the  play. 
They  called  on  their  film  boss  and  ex- 
plained they  were  just  joshing.  That 
they  meant  no  harm  to  the  cinema  in- 
dustry . . . The  tycoon  told  them  to  take 
it  easy,  that  Hollywood  would  survive 
their  ridicule  . . . 'After  all,'  he 
said,  'what's  one  mouse  in  a steel  sky- 
scraper?' " 

He  Said  It 

John  Balaban  on  the  coast  meet- 
ing of  Paramount  executives  with 
Paramount  theatre  operators: 

"We  came  to  Hollywood  to  place 
before  our  studio  the  problems  which 
we  in  the  theatre  face,  hoping  that  we 
might  bring  about  closer  cooperation 
between  those  making  the  films  and 
those  screening  them.  While  we  have 
worked  together  very  closely  in  the 
past,  it  was  felt  that  the  need  for  co- 
operation was  greater  this  year  than 
ever  before. 

"After  all,  isn't  it  reasonable  to  as- 
sume that  the  factory  making  a prod- 
uct should  gain  from  a knowledge  of 
facts  pertaining  to  its  dealers?  By 
the  same  token,  we  in  the  field  cer- 
tainly can  learn  from  the  men  who, 
day  in  and  day  out,  struggle  to  give 
us  good  pictures  for  our  theatres." 

Not  only  is  it  reasonable,  it's 
sound  and  solid  good  business. 

The  New  One 

Theatre  circuit  alibis  for  indiffer- 
ent business: 

Before  November  5 — "It  was  the 
election." 

After  November  5 — "Must  be  those 
storms  in  the  west." 
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...and 


lor  you. 


{''TIN  PAN  ALLEY"  SHARES  TOP- 
MONEY  HONORS  WITH  "ALEXANDER'S 
RAGTIME  BAND".  . . AS  2nd  SOCK 
WEEK  BEGINS  AT  THE  ROXY!  HOLD- 
OVERS  SPOT  THE  NATION  ...  AS  THAT 
SAME  BOXOFFICE  TUNE  RINGS  IN 
EVERY  PRE-RELEASE  CITY! 


C.  V.  Whitney 


Van  Vechten  Veeder 


course  must  be  trade  shown.  It  provides 
further  that  the  sale  of  one  group  of  fea- 
tures may  not  be  conditioned  by  the  dis- 
tributor on  the  sale  of  another  feature  or 
group  of  features.  That  section  is  de- 
signed to  meet  the  complaints  leveled 
against  the  practice  called  block  book- 
ing . . . 

“Now,  what  were  we  faced  with?  If  we 
looked  at  the  ideal  of  competition — free 
and  open  competition — I suppose  we  would 
have  to  conclude  that  the  only  way  to  ac- 
complish the  ideal  would  be  if  every  thea- 
tre in  the  United  States  were  individually 
owned,  nobody  owning  more  than  one,  and 
if  every  picture  produced  were  individual- 
ly sold.  But  1 fear  that  that  is  an  ideal 
which  does  not  exist  and  cannot  exist  out- 
side of  the  economic  story  books.  In  prac- 
tice it  just  does  not  work,  does  not  work 
in  the  least.  In  practice  people  will  own 
more  than  one  theatre  and  people  will  sell 
more  than  two  units  of  their  product  at 
the  same  time  or  more  than  one  unit. 

"Accordingly,  the  ideal  being  impossible, 
the  endeavor  of  the  government  in  this 
section  was  to  reduce  the  number  of  the 
pictures  that  could  be  sold  at  one  time  to 
the  smallest  number  consistent  with  the 
ability  of  the  distributors  to  distribute 
their  pictures  without  outrageous  expense 


Who  They  Are 

C.  V.  Whitney  on  Wednesday  was  elect- 
ed president  of  the  American  Arbitration 
Ass’n  through  which  arbitration  under  the 
decree  will  function.  A cousin  of  John 
Hay  “Jock”  Whitney,  the  new  AAA  head,  is 
41,  chairman  of  the  board  of  Pan  Ameri- 
can Airways  and  former  chairman  of  the 
Liaison  Board  of  Officers  of  the  AAA. 
Whitney  succeeds  Fi’anklin  E.  Parker  Jr. 
who  had  been  president  since  Jan.,  1938. 
By  virtue  of  his  office,  Whitney,  like  Lu- 
cius R.  Eastman,  becomes  an  ex-officio 
member  of  the  administrative  committee, 
described  and  pictured  on  page  12. 

Lucius  R.  Eastman  on  Wednesday  was 
named  chairman  of  the  board  of  AAA  and 
ex-officio  member  of  the  administrative 
committee  for  film  arbitration  under  the 
decree.  In  the  latter  capacity,  he  is  ex- 
pected to  play  an  important  role  in  super- 
vising the  administrative  functions  of  the 
arbitration  setup.  Eastman  is  president  of 
Hills  Bros.,  importers  of  foodstuffs,  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  AAA. 

Van  Vechten  Veeder  is  chairman  of  the 
three-man  appeals  board  which  will  func- 
tion in  the  arbitration  system  provided, 
and  set  up,  in  the  consent  decree.  This  is 
a court  appointment  at  an  annual  salary 
of  $20,000  a year  with  the  other  two  mem- 
bers to  be  named  later.  Veeder,  whose 
biographical  highlights  appeared  in  Box- 
office  last  week,  already  has  started  his 
duties. 

Joseph  H.  Hazen  has  been  selected  by 
the  "Big  Five”  signatories  to  the  decree  as 
their  representative  on  the  arbitration 
budget  committee.  The  decree  (Section 
XXII,  Paragraph  5)  sets  forth  that  one  of 
the  three-man  committee  on  budgets  must 
be  chairman  of  the  board.  Automatically, 
this  means  Van  Vechten  Veeder.  The 
third,  thus  far  unnamed,  in  all  likelihood 
will  be  P.  M.  Haight.  Hazen  is  a War- 
ner executive  and  a member  of  the  origi- 
nal industry  committee  along  with  Nicho- 
las M.  Schenck,  George  J.  Schaefer  and 
Harry  M.  Warner  that  conferred  at  length 
with  Harry  L.  Hopkins  on  a study  of  the 
industry.  He  continued  in  liaison  between 
the  department  of  commerce  and  the  in- 
dustry during  various  stages  of  various 
negotiations  which  finally  led  into  the 
August  3 draft  of  the  then  proposed  de- 
cree. Thereafter,  he  was  engaged  in  the 
same  capacity,  but  with  the  department 
of  justice  as  the  direct  point  of  govern- 
ment contact. 


Says  Decree  lo  End 
Blind  Sales  "Evil" 


(Continued  from  page  5) 
being  incurred  by  them.  It  was  perfectly 
obvious  that  single  selling  would  so  in- 
crease the  cost  that  the  public  would  suf- 
fer rather  than  anybody  else  because  of 
the  tremendous  cost  to  distribution.  It 
is  believed  that  without  very  substantial 
increase  of  cost  the  distributors  will  be  able 
to  sell  in  groups  of  five  pictures.  Now  it  is 
perfectly  obvious  that  this  section  goes  a 
long  way  toward  attacking  the  practice 
of  block  booking — that  is,  the  two  sections 
taken  together  I mean;  first,  the  trade 
showing,  and  second,  sales  of  not  more 
than  five  pictures  at  a time. 

“Now,  on  the  other  hand  I want  to  point 
this  out:  There  is  no  prohibition  here 


— Blackstone  Studio 

Lucius  R.  Eastman 


Joseph  H.  Hazen 


against  selling  more  than  five  pictures  at 
a time.  A distributor  could  sell  30  pic- 
tures at  a time  to  an  exhibitor  if  they 
have  them  ready  for  sale.  The  only  obli- 
gation, the  only  restriction  is  that  they 
may  not  condition  the  sale  of  one  group  on 
the  sale  of  another  group.  They  are  per- 
fectly free  to  sell  as  many  pictures  to  an 
exhibitor  as  he  is  willing  to  buy  at  the 
time  they  are  engaged  in  their  bargain- 
ing. Perfectly  free. 

“Secondly,  these  groups  are  not  frozen 
groups;  that  is,  a distributor  may  be  of- 
fering a group  of  five  pictures  in  one  ter- 
ritory, and  in  a different  territory,  a 
totally  different  group  and  so  on  and  so 
forth.  He  may  change  the  groups  and  re- 
arrange them  from  time  to  time.  The 
reason  for  that  is  twofold:  It  helps  both 
the  distributors  and  the  exhibitors.  It 
helps  the  exhibitors  in  that,  when  a par- 
ticular group  is  offered  to  an  exhibitor  and 
he  does  not  like  one,  two  or  three  of  the 
pictures,  he  can  exercise  by  his  bargain- 
ing the  right  to  attempt  to  get  the  dis- 
tributor to  agree  with  him  to  change  that 
group.  They  are  reduced  then  to  their 
bargaining  positions,  the  two  of  them,  as 
to  whether  or  not  they  can  agree  on  the 
contents  of  the  group.  If  the  blocks  were 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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James  Stephenson 
Lee  Patrick  • Eric  Blore 

Screen  Play  by  Borry  Trivers 
From  a Story  by  Sheridan  Gibney 

Directed  by  LEWIS  SEILER 
A Worner  Bros.-First  NofI  Picture 


Name  Warburg  Chief 
On  Administration 


New  York — The  administrative  com- 
mittee on  film  arbitration  under  the  de- 
cree was  named  on  Thursday  by  the 
American  Arbitration  Association  and  this 
week  it  meets  to  set  up  standard  pro- 
cedures under  which  the  31  tribunals  will 
function.  J.  Noble  Braden,  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  AAA,  will  be  in  charge  of 
the  workings  of  these  tribunals. 

There  are  seven  members  on  the  ad- 
ministrative body,  but  the  number  may 
be  increased  at  the  discretion  of  the  AAA 
and  the  decree  administrator  on  arbitra- 
tion. Who  the  members  are: 

Paul  Felix  Warburg.  36-year-old  son  of 
the  late  Felix  M.  Warburg  and  graduate  of 
the  Lincoln  School  of  Teachers  College, 
New  York,  and  the  Middlesex  School  at 
Concord,  Mass.,  is  chairman. 

Warburg’s  career  since  graduation  has 
included  a year  with  Central  Hudson  Gas 
and  Electric  in  Poughkeepsie,  a two-year 
service  (1923-25)  with  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad;  a year  with  North  Ameri- 
can, public  utility  holding  company:  a post 
with  International  Acceptance  Trust,  fol- 
lowed upon  its  merger  with  the  Bank  of 
Manhattan  Co.  in  1929  with  an  ultimate 
vice-presidency  of  the  latter  company. 

This  office  Warburg  resigned  in  1937, 
devoting  his  time  to  philanthropic  and 
personal  affairs.  He  re-entered  active 
business  the  end  of  last  year  as  a partner 
in  the  J.  S.  Bache  brokerage. 

Hermaiin  Irion  is  vice-chairman  with 
Warburg.  He  is  the  general  manager  of 
Steinway  & Sons. 

Evan  E.  Young  is  vice-president  of  the 
Pan  American  Airways. 

Frances  Kellor  is  the  first  vice-president 
of  the  AAA. 

Sylvan  Gotshal  is  an  attorney  and  a 
member  of  the  New  York  law  firm  of  Weil, 
Gotshal  & Manges. 

P.  M.  Haight  is  the  secretary-treasurer 
of  the  International  General  Electric  Co. 

Wesley  A.  Sturges  is  a professor  of  law 
at  Yale  and  former  director  of  the  Dis- 
tilled Spirits  Institute. 


Paul  Felix  Warburg 


Evan  E.  Young 


— Blank  and  Stoller 

Hermann  Irion 


— “Fortune” 

Frances  Kellor 


- -Allied  News 

Sylvan  Gotshal 


P.  M.  Haight 


— Wide  World 

Wesley  A.  Sturges 
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Hays  Cutting  to  $160,000 

New  York — Will  H.  Hays  has  agreed  voluntarily  to  trim  his  annual  income  as  presi- 
dent of  the  MPPDA  from  $200,000  to  $160,000  a year  on  the  basis  of  a new  five-year 
contract  starting  in  1941  when  his  current  pact  expires. 

The  present  arrangement  provides  for  $100,000  in  salary  and  another  $100,000  in 
expenses.  The  nev/  arrangement  provides  for  $80,000  in  salary  and  a like  amount  in 
expenses. 

The  renewal  arrangement  has  not  yet  been  signed,  but  it  has  been  agreed  upon  by 
directors  of  the  MPPDA  who,  include,  of  course,  the  presidents  of  the  major  com- 
panies. It  is  known  two  company  heads  leaned  in  the  direction  of  a three-year  pact 
for  Hays.  Other  sentiment,  which  represented  the  majority,  favored  a five-year 
contract. 

It's  five  years,  therefore. 

■ ■■  'J 


See  Lillie  Opposilion  lo 
B&K,  FWC  Decrees 

New  York — Little  opposition  to  the 
modified  consent  decrees  to  be  filed  in  Los 
Angeles,  as  it  pertains  to  Fox  West  Coast, 
and  in  Chicago,  as  it  pertains  to  B&K,  is 
expected  when  public  hearings  are  set  by 
local  federal  judges. 

The  impression  prevailing  in  distributor 
quarters  is  the  government  took  into  con- 
sideration complaints  which  had  been 
registered  with  the  department  of  justice 
against  both  circuit  affiliates.  This  was 
emphasized  by  Robert  E.  Sher  and  James 
V.  Hayes,  assistants  to  the  attorney  gen- 
eral, at  the  press  interview  following  the 
final  meeting  with  distributor  counsel  at 
the  Bar  Association  Building. 

The  chief  clerk  of  the  southern  district 
court  of  New  York  last  week  certified 
copies  of  the  consent  decree  which  were 
sent  to  FWC  counsel  in  Los  Angeles  and 
B&K  attorneys  in  Chicago  for  official  fil- 
ing. It  is  now  up  to  the  court  to  set  pub- 
lic hearing  dates  in  both  instances. 

Inasmuch  as  the  decrees,  now  being 
amended  and  modified,  resulted  from  com- 
plaints filed  by  independent  exhibitors  in 
southern  California  and  the  midwest,  the 
government  feels  these  groups  must  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  before 
making  any  modifications  final. 


Court  Dismisses  Contempt 
Indictments  in  FWC  Case 

Los  Angeles — On  application  of  the  de- 
partment of  justice,  Federal  Judge  Camp- 
bell Beaumont  dismissed  the  criminal  con- 
tempt indictments  against  the  Fox  West 


Coast  circuit  and  major  distributors  Tues- 
day as  a followup  to  Judge  Goddard’s 
signing  of  the  consent  decree  in  New  York. 

Bertram  F.  Shipman,  for  Chase  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  Richard  E.  Dwight,  rep- 
resenting 20th  Century-Fox,  came  here  for 
the  formal  court  procedure.  Both  most 
likely  will  stay  here  until  the  middle  of 
next  month,  when  a public  hearing  will  be 
held  on  a modified  local  decree. 


LaCrosse  Theatres  Action 
Postponed  Until  Jan.  6 

Madison,  Wis. — Robert  A.  Hess,  counsel 
for  La  Crosse  Theatres,  on  November  26 
was  granted  permission  by  Federal  Judge 
Patrick  T.  Stone  to  postpone  the  $1,472,- 
000  anti-trust  suit  against  Paramount,  UA, 
20th-Fox  and  two  Paramount  affiliated 
circuits  until  January  6.  At  the  same 
time  the  judge  denied  plaintiff’s  motion 
to  start  the  case  all  over  again  before  a 
new  jury. 


MPTOA  Still  Sour 
On  Consent  Decree 

New  York — MPTOA  continues  sour,  very 
sour,  on  the  decree.  E.  L.  Kuykendall, 
president,  makes  this  clear  again  in  a 
lengthy  bulletin  in  which  he  lashes  out 
against  arbitration  and  decree  terms  at 
large.  “Lawyers  will  be  arguing  about  the 
meaning  and  interpretation  of  the  numer- 
ous specific  provisions  of  this  decree  for 
years  to  come,’’  he  observes  in  describing 
the  “strange  and  tricky  clauses  that  make 
up  the  whole  decree,  much  of  which  we 
are  convinced  are  empty,  meaningless  pro- 
posals set  forth  in  impressive  language.” 
The  theatre  divorcement  issue  was  “a  fake 
issue”  anyway,  he  continues  as  he  sums 
up  MPTOA’s  original  10-point  program 
and  matches  it  off  with  the  decree  in  this 
fashion : 

“1 — Block  booking  (and  blind  selling). 
We  want  a reasonable  selection  on  con- 
tracts for  blocks  of  pictures  by  a fair,  un- 
conditional right  of  cancellation  of  a mini- 
mum percentage  of  the  pictures  licensed 
in  every  contract,  but  we  want  to  retain 
the  economic  advantage  of  wholesale 
buying. 

“Nothing  accomplished  by  the  consent 
decree.  No  cancellation  provided,  inevit- 
able effect  to  abolish  cancellation  rights 
entirely.  Wholesale  buying  sharply  re- 
stricted. Blind  selling  completely  abolished 
a7id  with  it  the  stability  of  an  assured 
supply  of  pictures. 

“2 — Organized  conciliation  of  trade  dis- 
putes by  a local  agency. 

“Nothing  accomplished.  Relies  exclusive- 
ly on  outside  arbitration. 

“3 — Unreasonable  clearance. 

“Relies  exclusively  on  outside  arbitra- 
tion. 

“4 — Competitive  overbuying. 

“Highly  restricted  ‘remedy  for  discrimi- 
nation’ and  for  ‘refusing  to  license  some 
run’  subject  to  outside  arbitration. 

“5 — Unfair  cut-rate  competition  between 
theatres,  including  double  and  triple  fea- 
tures, giveaways,  etc. 

“Nothing  accomplished. 

“6 — Simplified  form  of  exhibition  con- 
tract. 

“Nothing  accomplished. 

“7 — Unfair  non-theatrical  competition. 

“Nothing  accomplished. 

“8 — Separate  score  charge. 

“Abolished  before  the  consent  decree  by 
persistent  effort  of  MPTOA.  No  longer  a 
problem. 

“9 — Designation  of  playdates  on  unsuit- 
able pictures. 

“Nothing  accomplished. 

“10 — Forcing  of  short  subjects. 

“Involved  prohibition  of  dubious  effec- 
tiveness, relying  on  outside  arbitration.” 
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CHILDBEN’S  HOLIDAY  PROGRAMS! 


Just  the  thing  to  solve  your  Saturday 
and  Holiday  booking  problems. 

COLUMBIA 
HAPPY-HOUR 
ENTERTAINMENTS 


ff 


(Beg  Trade  Mark] 

Now  available  • 60-Unit  Programs 
6 reels  (1  hour)  endorsed  for  children  by 
club  women  from  all  parts  of  the  nation. 

FOR  A SAK/IPLE  BOOKING  ASK 
YOUR  COLUMBIA  EXCHANGE  FOR 
“HAPPY-HOUR”  UNIT  *67  Featuring 


PUSS  IN 
BOOTS" 


v\m  Endorsed  by  The  Scarsdale 


Belter  Films  Council 
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Says  Decree  to  End 
Blind  Sales  "Evil" 


(Continued  from  page  10 i 
frozen  an  exhibitor  could  not  so  bargain 
with  the  distributor. 

“On  the  other  hand  that  provision  is 
also  in  the  distributor’s  favor.  If  the 
blocks  were  frozen  and  a distributor  offered 
a block  which  he  found  was  a financial 
loss  to  him  because  it  just  was  not  selling, 
he  would  not  be  able  to  rearrange  the 
block,  to  sweeten  it  up,  to  borrow  an  ex- 
pression from  the  industry.  This  way  he 
can.  He  can  make  his  blocks  as  attractive 
or  as  unattractive  as  he  in  his  best  judg- 
ment decides.  There  is  perfect  freedom 
there  on  the  contents  of  the  blocks.  There 
is  perfect  freedom  on  the  number  of  pic- 
tures that  can  be  sold  at  one  time.  The 
restrictions  are  merely  that  no  group  shall 
have  more  than  five  pictures  and  that  the 
sale  of  one  group  shall  not  be  conditioned 
upon  the  sale  of  another  group. 

“The  effect  of  the  operation  of  this  sec- 
tion we  believe  will  be  this:  At  the  present 
time,  once  an  exhibitor  has  contracted  for 
the  season’s  product  of  three,  four  or  five 
companies,  depending  upon  the  number  of 
screenings  he  has  a year,  his  screen  time 
is  closed.  He  is  not  in  the  market  for  the 
product  of  other  companies.  His  screen 
time  is  closed  not  merely  for  a week  or  two 
weeks,  but  for  the  season — the  whole  mo- 
tion picture  year.  Under  the  method  of 
sales  of  blocks  of  five  the  exhibitor  is  al- 
ways in  the  market.  The  distributor  is 
always  trying  to  sell.  The  exhibitor,  not 
having  filled  up  his  screen  time  with  blocks 
for  the  whole  season,  has  open  screen 
time  some  time  in  the  future  which  he 
can  devote  to  the  products  of  companies 
other  than  those  from  whom  he  used  to 
buy  his  whole  season’s  blocks.  There  are 
all  told  10  distributors  in  the  industry.  Ten 
national  distributors.  At  the  present  time 
if  he  buys  the  product  of  four,  let  us  as- 
sume, he  is  out  of  the  market  for  all  prac- 
tical purposes  as  to  the  product  of  the 
other  six.  Under  the  method  of  sales  in 
blocks  of  not  more  than  five  without  con- 
ditioning, he  can,  if  he  wants,  contract 
with  the  same  four  companies  and  only 
those  four.  That  is  entirely  up  to  him.  But 
if  a particular  one  of  those  companies  puts 
out  a series  of  groups  of  pictures  that  he 
does  not  like  he  is  no  longer  under  con- 
tract obligation  to  take  those  pictures,  can 
reject  them,  and  can  contract  with  the 
other  distributors  for  their  product  on 
whatever  terms  he  by  bargaining  can  ar- 
rive at. 

“We  feel,  therefore,  that  this  provision 
will  definitely  open  screen  time  of  the  ex- 
hibitors. Opening  screen  time  will  stimu- 
late competition  among  the  distributors. 
Now  those  distributors  who  are  excluded 
from  the  screens  of  particular  theatres  by 
those  theatres  blocking  on  a season  basis, 
can  compete  constantly  throughout  the 
year  for  sales  to  those  exhibitors.  Further 
it  will  open  the  market,  we  believe,  for  in- 
dependent producers  who  are  virtually  pre- 
cluded under  the  present  system  from  ob- 
taining screen  time  because  of  the  method 
of  block  booking.  It  will  afford  the  ex- 
hibitors greater  opportunity  of  choice 
which  now  they  lack  because  of  the  opera- 
tion of  block  booking. 

“Accordingly,  we  feel  that  Sections  III 
and  IVa  go  a long  ways  forward,  not  only 
toward  meeting  these  specific  complaints 
that  have  been  made,  but  also  toward 
stimulating  genuine  competition  in  the  in- 
dustry.’’ 


Long-Term  AAA  Men 
As  Area  Chief  Clerks 

New  York — Film  tribunals  of  the  AAA 
will  have  as  chief  clerks  in  the  west,  east 
and  southeast  employes  who  have  been 
with  the  organization  for  an  extended  per- 
iod and  who,  therefore,  are  familiar  with 
the  AAA  setup.  These  men  will  be  trans- 
ferred from  their  present  posts  and  will 
be  known  as  key  contacts  between  the 
AAA  headquarters  here  and  other  nearby 
tribunals  in  the  field  where  chief  clerks 
are  new  to  the  duties  to  be  performed.  The 
first  of  these  transfers  affects  Walter  El- 
liott, who  will  be  chief  clerk  of  the  Los 
Angeles  tribunal. 


Sparks'  Opposition  to 
Get  Warner  in  Tampa 


New  York — In  line  with  Warner’s  move 
to  sell  away  from  the  Sparks  circuit  in 
as  many  towns  where  first  runs  can  be 
lined  up,  Fi'ed  Jack,  southern  district  man- 
ager for  the  distributor,  has  signed  with 
B.  E.  Gore  for  first  run  time  in  the  new 
Tampa  house  the  exhibitor  is  expected  to 
open  about  December  15.  The  theatre  will 
be  called  the  State.  Gore  also  operates 
the  Howard  and  Rialto,  subsequent  run 
Tampa  units,  in  opposition  to  six  Sparks 
theatres. 

Arthur  Siegel  shortly  will  open  the  St. 
Johns,  first  run  to  seat  1,000  in  Jackson- 
ville. He  is  a stepson  of  Albert  Warner. 


Bargain  Sale 

IN  GOLD  SEAL  ELECTRICALLY  OPERATED 
TICKET  ISSUING  MACHINES 

STANDARD  MODELS  — ALL  SIZES 


EXHIBITORS  — Here  is  a very  unusual  opportunity  to  pur- 
chase standard  equipment  at  EXCEPTIONALLY  LOW  PRICES 
— far  below  current  market  values. 

Standard  Gold  Seal  ticket  machines  originally  rented  to 
the  New  York  and  San  Francisco  Fairs  are  NOW  AVAILABLE 
at  BARGAIN  PRICES! 

Every  machine  has  been  thoroughly  overhauled  by  our  Fac- 
tory and  is  100%  perfect  — and  sold  under  our  new  machine 
guarantee. 


CURRENT  LIST  PRICES 

SPECIAL  SALE  PRICES 

SAVINGS 

2-Unit  

$295.00  Reduced  to: 

2-Unit  

$177.00 

$118.00 

3-Unit  

$375.00 

3-Unit  

$225.00 

$150.00 

4-Unit  

$450.00 

4-Unit  

$270.00 

$180.00 

5-Unit  

$495.00 

5-Unit  

$297.00 

$198.00 

F.  O.  B.  FACTORY,  BROOKLYN 


On  account  of  special  price,  we  cannot  allow  for  trade-ins. 

See  Your  Local  Dealer  at  Once 

GENERAL  REGISTER  CORPORATION 

HEAD  OFFICE:  1540  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORE,  N.  Y. 

CHICAGO  OFFICE:  W.  C.  Stober,  Division  Mgr. 

1018  SOUTH  WABASH  AVENUE,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


BOXOFFICE  : : November  30,  1940 


15 


"NWMP"  IS  TRACKING  "GREAT  DICTATOR" 


BOSTON 

Fenway — (hristiuas  in  July  (Para’t);  Cherokee 

.Strip  (Para't)  60 

Keith’s  Memorial — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox), 

1st  wk. ; Laddie  (RKO)  105 

Loew’s  Orpheum — Escape  (M-G-M).  1st  wk. ; 

Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)  120 

Loew’s  State — Same  as  Orpheum 110 

Metropolitan — City  for  Con<|uest  (WB);  Hit 

Parade  of  1941  (Rep)  100 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  55 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Turnabout  (UA)  100 

Carolina — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M)  110 

Imperial — Hired  Wife  (Univ)  100 

State — Sailor’s  Lady  (20th-Fox).  1st  half 100 

State — Law  and  Order  (Univ),  2nd  half 100 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — The  Long^  Voyage  Home  (UA) 85 

Chicago — City  for  Conquest  (WB),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Garrick — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

4th  loop  wk 160 

Oriental — Nobody’s  Sweetheart  (Univ),  plus 

George  White’s  Scandals  on  stage 120 

Palace — A Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ);  One 

Night  in  the  Tropics  (Univ)  100 

Roosevelt — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  3rd  wk, . 95 
State-Lake — Cherokee  Strip  (Para't),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Studio — The  Great  Beginning  (Artkino), 

2nd  wk 150 

United  Artists — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand 

(M-G-M)  125 


CINCINNATI 

Albee — Escape  (M-G-M)  120 

Capitol — North  West  Mounted  Police  ( Par a't ) , , 1 40 
Grand — Long  Voyage  Home  (UA).  2nd  wk. ...  85 

Keith’s — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t).  2nd  wk 90 

Lyric — They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO),  2nd  wk 75 

Palace — Bitter  .Sweet  (M-G-M)  115 

Shubert — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk.  . . 85 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — Seven  Sinners  (Univ),  2nd  wk 100 

Hippodrome — Spring  Parade  (Univ)  110 

Lake — World  in  Flame.s  (Para't);  Cherokee 

Strip  (Para't)  85 

Palace — Down  Argentine  Way  (2flth-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  145 

,^tate — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t)  105 

Stillman — Great  Dictator  (UAI,  3!d  wk 275 

DALLAS 

Caihtol — Sky  Bandits  (Mono).  1st  part 110 

Capitol — Mexican  Spitfire  Out  Best  (RKO), 

2nd  part  95 

Capitol — Cherokee  Strip  (Para’t),  3rd  part... 100 

Majestic — Seven  Sinners  (Univ)  110 

Palace — Tlie.t  Knew  tVhat  Thej  Banted 

(RKO)  185 

Rialto — A Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ). 

1st  half  90 

Rialto— Duley  (M-G-M),  2nd  half 115 

Tower — North  AVest  Alounted  Police  (Para’t), 

2nd  wk 140 


DENVER 

Aladdin — Spring  Parade  (Univ),  after  Vk. 

at  the  Denver  120 

Broadway — Eseai«?  (M-G-M);  Duley  (M-G-M), 

after  wk.  at  Orpheum  120 

Denham — North  AVest  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

4th  wk 150 

Denver — City  for  Conquest  (WB);  Blondie 

Pla.vs  Cupid  (Col)  120 

Orpheum — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Stranger 

on  the  Third  Floor  (RKO)  125 

Paramount — Dispatch  From  Reuters  (AVB); 

Father  Is  a Prince  (FN)  110 

Rialto — Knute  Koekne — All  American  (WB). 
after  wk.  at  each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin; 

Five  Little  Pepi>ers  in  Trouble  (Col) 120 

DETROIT 

Adams — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox);  A 
Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ).  after  wk. 

at  Fox  130 

Cinema — The  A|)e  (Mono);  The  Human 

Alonster  (Mono),  2nd  wk 150 

Fox — Young  People  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  100 

Michigan — Arise,  M.v  Love  (Para’t);  Flowing 

Gold  (WB)  150 

Palms-State — Escape  (M-G-M),  after  2 wks, 
at  United  Artists;  Christmas  in  July 

(Para’t),  after  wk.  at  Michigan  125 

Town — Pastor  Hall  CLTA)  ; Melody  and  Moon- 
light (Rep),  2nd  wk 80 

United  Artists — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Sk.v 

Aliirder  (M-G-M)  100 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Circle — North  AVest  Mounted  Police  ( Para’t)  ...  200 
Indiana — Alark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox);  Yester- 
day’s Heroes  (20th -Fox)  100 

Loew’s — The  (ireat  Dictator  (UA).  2nd  wk.  ...100 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Great  Dictator — 

Cleveland  275 

North  West  Mounted  Police — 

Omaha  250 

Indianapiolis  200 

Chicago  160 

Mark  of  Zorro — 

Pittsburgh  200 

Fantasia — 

New  York  City  160 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Great  Dictator,  6th  wk..  New  York  City; 
3rd  wk..  Chicago,  Cleveland. 

North  West  Mounted  Poliee,  4th  wk.,  Chi- 
cago, Denver,  Kansas  City;  3rd  wk.,  Los 
Angeles,  New  York  City,  Salt  Lake  City. 

Mark  of  Zorro,  3rd  wk.,  Cincinnati, 
Seattle. 

Long-  Voyage  Home,  3rd  wk..  Los  Angeles. 


Lyric — The  Great  Profile  (20th-Fox),  plus 

Russ  Morgan’s  orchestra  on  stage  100 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox);  Haunted 

Honeymoon  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 115 

Loew-Poli — Escape  (M-G-M);  Blondie  Plays 

Cupid  (Col)  120 

Paramount — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t);  Chero- 
kee Strip  (Para’t),  5 days,  holdover 65 

Roger  Sherman — Too  Alany  Girls  (RKO); 

Ramparts  AVe  B’ateh  (RKO)  80 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Gay  Caballero  (20th-Fox)  90 

Globe — Boom  Town  (M-G-M)  100 

Liberty — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col) 90 

Loew's — Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M) 150 

Orpheum — Long  A’oyage  Home  (UA) 150 

Saenger — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t) 140 

Tudor — Down  Argentine  AA'ay  (20th-Fox) 95 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  6th  road- 
show wk 145 

Broadway — Fantasia  (Disney).  1st  roadshow 

wk 160 

Capitol — Same  as  Astor  130 

Criterion — Sky  Murder  (M-G-M)  90 

Globe — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col)  110 

Paramount — North  West  Mounted  Poliee 

(Para’t),  2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  150 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Esea|)e  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  110 

Rialto — Devil’s  Pii>eline  (Univ),  5 days 85 

Rivoli — Christmas  in  July  (Para’t),  4 days  of 

2nd  wk 85 

Roxy — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO).  plus  Kay  Kyser 

and  band  in  person  140 

Strand — Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (WB). 

2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  95 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — North  West  Mounted  Poliee 

(Para't)  I’J'o 

Liberty — AVorld  in  Flames  (Para’t);  Daneing 

on  a Dime  (Para’t)  95 

Midwest^ — Hired  Wife  (Univ)  120 

State — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col) 75 

Warner — Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ); 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M)  90 


KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox), 

holdover  90 

Midland — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Blondie 

Plays  Cupid  (Col)  120 

Newman — North  West  Mounte<I  Poliee  (Para’t). 

4th  wk 95 

Orpheum — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t);  The 

Quftrterbaek  (Para’t)  95 

Tower — Melody  and  Moonlight  (Rep),  plus 

Jimmy  Joy’s  Orch.  on  stage  130 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  90 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Charlie  Chan 

at  the  Wax  Museum  (20th-Fox) 100 

Downtown — The  Letter  (WB)  100 

Four  Star — Th<?  Ivong  > <).vage  Home  (UA). 

3rd  wk 75 

Hillstreet — Spring  Parade  (Univ).  3 days  of 

2nd  wk.;  Men  Against  the  Sky  (RKO) 100 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  100 

Paramount-North  West  Mounted  Police 

(Para't),  3rd  wk.,  plus  stage  show 85 

State — Same  as  Chinese  100 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — Escape  (M-G-M);  Duley  (M-G-M) 120 

Riverside — Margie  (Univ),  plus  Billy  Gilbert 

and  Jan  Garber  on  stage  125 

Strand — North  West  Mounted  Poliee  (Para’t); 

Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home  (M-G-M)  110 

Warner — They  Knew  AVhat  They  Wanted 

(RKO);  Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (WB)..  90 
Wisconsin — Same  as  Palace  135 


OMAHA 

Brandeis — You'll  Find  Out  (RKO);  I’m  Still 

Alive  (RKO)  150 

Omaha — North  West  Mounted  Poliee  (Para't)  . .250 
Orpheum — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox); 

The  <|uarterbaek  (WB)  1110 


PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col);  Little 

Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ)  

Barry — 'That  Gang  of  Mine  (Mono);  South  to 

Karanga  (Univ)  

Fulton — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox)  

Penn — Escape  (M-G-M)  

Ritz — Arise,  My  I.ove  (Para’t),  2nd  d.  t.  wk. 
Senator — The  Great  Profile  (20th-Fox);  The 

Gay  Caballero  (20th-Fox)  

Stanley — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t),  plus 

George  Jessel  stage  show  

Warner — ^Flowing  Gold  (WB);  I Want  a 
Divorce  (Para’t)  


90 

110 

200 

160 

70 

85 

105 

100 


PROVIDENCE 

Albee — Pastor  Hall  (UA) ; Mexican  Spitfire 

Out  West  (RKO)  

Carlton — Dispatch  From  Reuter’s  (WB);  A 

Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ),  2nd  wk. 

Fays — Frontier  Vengeance  (Rep);  Margie 

(Univ)  

Majestic — Seven  Sinners  (Univ);  Father  Is 

a Prince  (FN)  

Metropolitan — Ilp  in  the  Air  (Mono),  plus 

stage  show  

State— The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  2nd  wk 

Strand — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t);  Melody  and 
Moonlight  (Rep)  


150 

110 

120 

100 

200 

50 

170 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Alvin — Wagons  IVestward  (Rep),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Aster — Laddie  (RKO);  Ride,  Tenderfoot, 

Ride  (Rep)  95 

Century — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 90 

Esquire — Secrets  of  a Model  (SR),  2nd  wk 100 

Gopher — Men  Against  the  Sky  (RKO) 85 

Orpheum — Spring  Parade  (Univ)  95 

State — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t) ..  125 
World — City  for  Con<,uest  (WB),  2nd  wk. .....  90 


Aster — ^Devll’s  Pipe  Line  (Univ);  Mexican 

Spitfire  Out  West  (RKO)  90 

Century — Seven  Sinners  (Univ)  90 

Esquire — Queen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono) 90 

Gopher — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO) 90 

Orpheum — A Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ), 

plus  stage  show  200 

State — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

2nd  wk 150 

W^)ild — Spring  Paratie  (Univ),  2nd  wk 95 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — Young  People  (20th-Fox);  Cherokee 

Strip  (Para’t)  195 

Centre — Escape  (M-G-M)  115 

Paramount — A Dispatch  From  Reuter’s  (WB)..110 

Rialto — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO)  HO 

Studio — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

3rd  wk 119 

Utah — City  for  Conquest  (WB)  190 

■Victory — Meet  the  Wildcat  (Univ);  Pigskin 

Parade  (M-G-M)  190 


SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox); 

Young  People  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 90 

Fifth  Avenue — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t); 

Christmas  in  July  (Para’t)  90 

Liberty — The  Westerner  (UA).  3rd  wk 90 

Music  Box — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk. ..  90 
Orpheum — The  Letter  (WB);  Calling  All 

Husbands  (WB),  2nd  wk 90 

Palomar — Melody  Ranch  (Rep),  plus  stage 

show  199 

Paramount — North  West  .Mounted  Police 

(Para’t)  190 
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BOXOFFICE  ::  November  30,  1940 


Final  Text  of  The  Consent  Decree 

and 

Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals 


New  York — Text  of  the  consent  decree  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States  versus  Paramount,  et  al.,  foilows,  the  signa- 
tory companies  being  Loew's,  Paramount,  RKO,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox and  Warner. 

DECREE 

The  United  States  of  America  having  filed  its  Petition  herein  on 
July  20,  1938,  and  its  Amended  and  Supplemental  Complaint  on 
November  14,  1940;  the  defendants:  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.;  Para- 
mount Film  Distributing  Corporation;  Loev/'s,  Incorporated;  Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum  Corporation;  RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.;  Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum  Corporation;  RKO  Proctor  Corporation;  RKO  Mid-west 
Corporation;  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.;  Vitagraph,  Inc.;  Warner 
Bros.  Circuit  Management  Corporation;  Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film 
Corporation;  and  National  Theatres  Corporation!  having  appeared 
and  severally  filed  their  answers,  to  such  Petition  and  to  such 
Amended  and  Supplemental  Complaint  and  having  asserted  the 
truth  of  their  answers  and  their  innocence  of  any  violation  of  law; 
and  no  testimony  having  been  taken,  but  each  of  the  consenting 
defendants  having  consented  to  the  entry  of  this  decree  without  any 
findings  of  fact,  upon  condition  that  neither  such  consent,  nor  this 
decree  itself,  nor  the  entry  of  this  decree,  nor  any  statement,  pro- 
vision or  requirement  contained  in  this  decree,  shall  be  or  shall  be 
construed  as  being  (1)  an  admission  or  adjudication  that  the  alle- 
gations of  the  Petition  or  of  the  Amended  and  Supplemental  Com- 
plaint, or  any  of  them,  are  or  is  true,  or  that  such  defendants,  or 
any  one  or  more  of  them,  have  or  has  violated  or  are  or  is  violat- 
ing any  statute  or  law,  or  (2)  evidence  that  such  allegations,  or  any 
of  them,  are  or  is  true,  or  that  such  defendants,  or  any  one  or  more 
of  them,  have  or  has  violated  any  statute  or  law,  or  (3)  an  admis- 
sion or  adjudication  that  the  doing  of  any  of  the  acts  or  things 
hereinafter  enjoined  or  the  failure  to  do  any  of  the  acts  or  things 
hereinafter  directed  to  be  done  would  constitute  a violation  of  any 
statute  or  law,  and  upon  the  further  conditions  hereinafter  set 
forth;  and  the  United  States  of  America,  by  its  counsel,  having  con- 
sented to  the  entry  of  this  decree  and  to  each  and  every  provision 
thereof  upon  such  conditions,  and  having  moved  the  Court  for  the 
entry  of  this  decree; 

THEREFORE,  IT  IS  ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DECREED  as 
follows: 

L 

The  Court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  hereto;  and  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  decree  and  of  proceedings  for  the  enforcement  there- 
of, and  for  no  other  purpose,  the  Court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  sub- 
ject matter  hereof  and  the  complaint  states  a cause  of  action 
against  the  defendants  under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  July  2,  1890, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  Protect  Trade  and  Commerce  Against  Un- 
lawful Restraints  and  Monopolies." 

The  Petitioner  not  having  offered  any  proof  of  its  allegations 
that  defendants  have  violated  the  anti-trust  laws,  and  defendants 
having  denied  each  and  every  such  allegation,  this  Court  has  not 
determined  or  adjudicated  and  by  this  decree  does  not  determine 
or  adjudicate,  and  this  is  not  a decree  to  the  effect  that  any  of 
said  defendants  has  violated  or  is  now  violating  any  of  such  laws, 
or  any  other  statute;  and  this  decree  relates  solely  to  future  con- 
duct herein  below  specified  and  is  not  based  upon  any  finding, 
determination,  or  adjudication  that  any  right  or  statute  has  yet 
been  or  is  now  being  violated. 

II. 

Each  consenting  defendant,  its  successors,  officers,  directors, 
agents  and  employes,  and  all  persons  and  corporations  acting 
under,  through,  or  for  it,  hereby  is  and  are  enjoined  from  doing 
the  acts  prohibited  by  this  decree,  and  is  and  are  directed  to 
do  the  acts  thereby  required. 

III. 

No  consenting  defendant  engaged  in  the  distribution  of  motion 
pictures  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  a distributor  defendant)  shall 
license  or  offer  for  license^  a feature  motion  picture^  (hereinafter 
sometimes  referred  to  as  a feature)  for  public  exhibition  within  the 
United  States  of  America  at  which  an  admission  fee  is  to  be 
charged,  until  the  feature  has  been  trade  shown  ^ within  the  ex- 


change district^  in  which  the  public  exhibition  is  to  be  held.  Every 
trade  showing  shall  be  preceded  by  a notice,  published  in  a trade 
publication*>  having  general  circulation  among  exhibitors'!  in  such 
exchange  district,  which  shall  state  the  title  of  the  picture  and  the 
date  and  the  time  when  and  the  place  or  places  where  it  will  be 
trade  shown. 

IV. 

(a)  No  distributor  defendant  shall  offer  for  license  or  shall 
license  more  than  five  features  in  a single  group.  In  offering  its 
features  for  license  to  an  exhibitor  a distributor  may  change  the 
combinations  of  features  in  groups  as  it  may  from  time  to  time 
determine,  and  may  license  or  offer  for  license  as  many  groups  of 
features  as  it  may  from  time  to  time  determine,  provided  that  the 
license  or  offer  for  license  of  one  group  of  features  shall  not  be 
conditioned  upon  the  licensing  of  another  feature  or  group  of 
features. 

(b)  No  distributor  defendant  shall  require  an  exhibitor  to  license 
short  subjects,  newsreels,  trailers,  or  serials  (hereinafter  collectively 
referred  to  as  shorts)  as  a condition  of  licensing  features.  No 
distributor  defendant  shall  require  an  exhibitor  to  license  reissues, 
westerns,**  or  foreigns®  (hereinafter  collectively  referred  to  as  for- 
eigns)  as  a condition  of  licensing  other  features. 

Where  a license  has  been  entered  into,  controversies  arising 
upon  a complaint  by  an  exhibitor  that  the  licensing  to  him  of  one 
group  of  features  was  conditioned  by  the  distributor  upon  the  licens- 
ing of  another  feature  or  group  of  features  or  the  licensing  of 
shorts  or  foreigns  shall  be  subject  to  arbitration.  An  exhibitor  shall 
have  no  right  to  assert  any  such  claim  unless  he  shall  have  mailed 
to  the  distributor  at  its  Home  Office  a notice  in  writing  of  such 
claim  and  of  the  grounds  thereof,  not  later  than  two  days  after 
receipt  by  the  exhibitor  of  the  distributor's  written  approval  of 
the  exhibitor's  signed  application  or  applications  for  such  features, 
shorts  or  foreigns.  The  power*-**  of  the  arbitrator  in  deciding  any 
such  controversy  shall  be  limited  to  making  (1)  a finding  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  licensing  of  such  features  was  so  conditioned; 
and,  if  the  finding  be  in  the  affirmative,  (2)  an  award  cancelling 
the  license  for  (or  to  the  extent  that  it  may  relate  to)  such  other 
feature  or  group  of  features,  or  such  shorts  or  foreigns. 

Where  no  license  has  been  entered  into,  controversies  arising 
upon  a complaint  by  an  exhibitor  that  a distributor  defendant  has 
offered  for  license  to  him  more  than  five  features  in  a single  group 
or  that  the  offer  of  a license  to  him  of  one  group  of  features  was 
conditioned  upon  the  licensing  of  another  feature  or  group  of  fea- 
tures, or  the  licensing  of  shorts  or  foreigns,  shall  be  subject  to 
arbitration.  An  exhibitor  shall  have  no  right  to  assert  any  claim 
that  an  offer  so  to  license  such  features  was  so  made  or  conditioned 
unless  he  shall  have  mailed  to  the  distributor  at  its  Home  Office 
a notice  in  writing  of  such  claim  and  of  the  grounds  therefor  not 


1.  The  above  named  defendants  are  referred  to  hereinafter  as  the  eonseiit- 
inff  defendants. 

2.  Lieense  means  (as  a verb)  to  make  an  agreement,  or  (as  a noun)  an 
agreeineiit,  by  which  a distributor  gjrants  the  rigjht  to  exhibit  a motion 
picture  in  any  theatre  engraved  in  the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  for 
profit. 

3.  A feature  motion  picture  is  a motion  picture  approximately  5,000  feet, 
or  more,  in  iengjth. 

4.  A trade  showing:  is  an  exhibition  of  a feature  at  a theatre  or  projection 
room  for  the  benefit  of  exhibitors  generally. 

5.  each  distributor  defendant  shall  tile  with  the  Department  of  Justice 
a map  of  each  of  its  exchangje  districts,  showing  the  territorial  limits 
thereof.  Changes  in  the  territorial  limits  an  exchange  district  shall 
l>e  made  only  after  two  weeks’  notice  to  the  Department  of  Justice. 
Keferences  in  this  Section  and  in  Sections  V,  IX  and  XVIII  hereof  to 
exchange  districts  are  to  exchange  districts  of  each  distributor  de- 
fendant, as  constituted  from  time  to  time. 

0.  Trade  publication  means  a daily  or  weekly  newspaper  or  magazine  which 
is  devoted  primarily  to  news  concerning  the  motion  picture  industry. 

7.  Exhibitor  means  an.v  individual,  partnership,  unincorporated  association 
or  corporation  engaged  in  the  public  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in  a 
theatre  or  theatres  for  profit. 

8.  Westerns  are  those  western  pictures  which  are  not  of  the  usual  char- 
acter and  type  of,  and  are  inexpensively  produced  as  compared  with, 
the  distributor’s  general  line  of  features. 
f>.  Foreigns  are  features  i)roduced  outside  of  the  Vnited  States  except  such 
as  are  produced  in  the  English  language  by  the  distributor  or  a sub- 
sidiary or  affiliate  thereof. 

10.  When,  in  any  arbitration  under  this  decree,  the  finding  of  the  arbi- 
trator shall  be  that  the  complainant  has  not  sustained  his  complaint, 
the  arbitrator  shall  enter  an  award  dismissing  the  complaint. 
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later  than  five  days  after  the  exhibitor  claims  the  alleged  offer 
was  made.  The  power^i  of  the  arbitrator  in  deciding  any  such  con- 
troversy shall  be  limited  to  making  (1)  a finding  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  offer  to  license  such  features  was  so  made  or  conditioned; 
and,  if  the  finding  be  in  the  affirmative,  (2)  an  award  imposing 
upon  the  distributor  making  such  offer  a penalty  in  an  amount 
not  to  exceed  five  hundred  dollars  ($500.00).  Such  penalty  shall  be 
payable  into  the  arbitration  fund  referred  to  in  subdivision  8 of 
Section  XXII  hereof. 

V. 

No  license  for  features  to  be  exhibited  in  theatres  located  in  one 
exchange  districfi^  shall  include  theatres  located  in  another  ex- 
change district,  nor  shall  the  licensing  of  features  for  exhibition 
in  theatres  located  in  one  exchange  district  be  conditioned  upon 
the  licensing  of  a feature  or  group  of  features  for  exhibition  in 
theatres  located  in  another  exchange  district. 

Controversies  arising  upon  a complaint  by  an  exhibitor  there- 
by affected  that  the  licensing  by  a distributor  defendant  of  fea- 
tures for  exhibition  in  theatres  located  in  one  exchange  district  was 
conditioned  upon  the  licensing  of  a feature  or  group  of  features 
for  exhibition  in  theatres  located  in  another  exchange  district  shall 
be  subject  to  arbitration.  The  power^^  of  the  arbitrator  in  deciding 
any  such  controversy  shall  be  limited  to  making  (1)  a finding  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  licensing  of  features  for  exhibition  in  theatres 
located  in  one  exchange  district  was  so  conditioned  upon  the 
licensing  of  a feature  or  group  of  features  for  exhibition  in  theatres 
located  in  another  exchange  district;  and,  if  the  finding  be  in  the 
affirmative,  (2)  an  award  imposing  upon  the  distributor  defendant 
so  licensing  features  a penalty  in  an  amount  not  to  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars  ($500.00),  payable  into  the  arbitration  fund  re- 
ferred to  in  subdivision  8 of  Section  XXII  hereof. 

VI. 

No  distributor  defendant  shall  refuse  to  license  its  pictures  for 
exhibition  in  an  exhibitor's  theatre  on  some  run  (to  be  designated 
by  the  distributor)  upon  terms  and  conditions  fixed  by  the  dis- 
tributor which  are  not  calculated  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  this 
Section,  if  the  exhibitor  can  satisfy  reasonable  minimum  standards 
of  theatre  operation  and  is  reputable  and  responsible,  unless  the 
granting  of  a run  on  any  terms  to  such  exhibitor  for  said  theatre 
will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  distributor's  total  film  revenue 
in  the  competitive  area  in  which  such  exhibitor's  theatre  is  lo- 
cated. Controversies  arising  upon  a complaint  by  an  exhibitor 
that,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  Section,  a distributor  de- 
fendant has  refused  so  to  license  its  pictures  shall  be  subject  to 
arbitration.  The  poweri'*  of  the  arbitrator  in  deciding  any  such 
controversy  shall  be  limited  to  making  (1)  a finding  as  to  whether 
or  not,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  Section,  the  distributor 
has  refused  to  license  its  pictures  to  the  complainant  for  exhibition 
in  said  theatre;  and,  if  the  finding  be  in  the  affirmative,  (2)  an 
award  directing  the  distributor  to  offer  its  pictures  for  license  to 
the  complainant  for  exhibition  in  said  theatre  on  a run  to  be 
designated  by  the  distributor  and  upon  terms  and  conditions  fixed 
by  the  distributor  which  are  not  calculated  to  defeat  the  purpose 
of  this  Section.  The  burden  of  showing  that  granting  a run  on 
any  terms  to  the  complainant  will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
distributor's  total  film  revenue  in  the  competitive  area  in  which 
the  complainant's  theatre  is  located  shall  be  upon  the  distributor. 

Any  distributor  defendant  affected  by  such  an  award  may  in- 
stitute a further  arbitration  proceeding  to  be  relieved  therefrom 
on  the  ground  that  since  the  making  of  the  award  the  granting  of 
a run  in  compliance  therewith  has  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
distributor's  total  film  revenue  in  the  competitive  area  in  which 
the  complainant's  theatre  is  located,  and,  in  the  event  that  the 
arbitrator  finds  that  the  granting  of  a run  in  compliance  with  the 
award  has  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the  distributor's  total  film 
revenue  in  said  area,  he  shall  vacate  the  award. 

vn. 

Controversies  arising  upon  the  complaint  of  an  exhibitor  that 
a feature  licensed  to  him  by  a distributor  defendant  for  exhibition 
in  a particular  theatre  is  generally  offensive  in  the  locality  servecj 
by  such  theatre  on  moral,  religious  or  racial  grounds  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  arbitration.  An  exhibitor  shall  have  no  right  to  assert  any 
such  claim  unless  written  notice  of  his  election  to  cancel  such  fea- 
ture, together  with  a statement  of  his  reasons  therefor,  shall  have 
been  mailed  to  the  distributor  defendant  at  its  Home  Office  not 
later  than  ten  days  after  the  receipt  by  the  exhibitor  of  the  dis- 
tributor's written  approval  of  the  exhibitor's  signed  application 
for  such  feature.  In  such  event  the  license  insofar  as  it  relates  to 
the  exhibition  of  such  feature  in  the  theatre  specified  in  the  notice 


shall  be  deemed  canceled  unless  within  five  days  after  receipt  of 
such  notice,  the  distributor  shall  have  mailed  to  the  exhibitor 
a notice  in  writing  of  its  denial  of  such  claim  and  of  its  intention 
to  arbitrate  the  controversy.  The  power^^  of  the  arbitrator  in  de- 
ciding any  such  controversy  shall  be  limited  to  making  (1)  a find- 
ing as  to  whether  or  not  the  feature  is  generally  offensive  in  the 
locality  served  by  the  exhibitor's  theatre  on  moral,  religious  or 
racial  grounds;  and,  if  the  finding  be  in  the  affirmative,  (2)  an 
award  cancelling  the  license  insofar  as  it  relates  to  the  exhibition 
of  such  feature  in  said  theatre. 

vm. 

Controversies  arising  upon  the  complaint  of  an  exhibitor  that 
the  clearance^®  applicable  to  his  theatre  is  unreasonable  shall  be 
subject  to  arbitration  under  the  following  provisions: 

It  is  recognized  that  clearance,  reasonable  as  to  time  and  area, 
is  essential  in  the  distribution  and  exhibition  of  motion  pictures. 

In  determining  whether  any  clearance  complained  of  is  unrea- 
sonable, the  arbitrator  shall  take  into  consideration  the  following 
factors  and  accord  to  them  the  importance  cmd  weight  to  which 
each  is  entitled,  regardless  of  the  order  in  which  they  are  listed: 

(1)  The  historical  development  of  clearance  in  the  particular 
area  wherein  the  theatres  involved  are  located; 

(2)  The  admission  prices  of  the  theatres  involved; 

(3)  The  character  and  location  of  the  theatres  involved,  in- 
cluding size,  type  of  entertainment,  appointments,  transit  facilities, 
etc.; 

(4)  The  policy  of  operation  of  the  theatres  involved,  such  as  the 
showing  at  double  features,  gift  nights,  giveaways,  premiums,  cut 
rate  tickets,  lotteries,  etc.; 

(5)  The  rental  terms  and  license  fees  paid  by  the  theatres  in- 
volved and  the  revenues  derived  by  the  distributor  defendant  from 
such  theatres; 

(6)  The  extent  to  which  the  theatres  involved  compete  with 
each  other  for  patronage;  and 

(7)  All  other  business  considerations,  except  that  the  arbitrator 
shall  disregard  the  fact  that  a theatre  involved  is  affiliated  with  a 
distributor  or  with  a circuit  of  theatres. 

The  poweri'^  of  the  arbitrator  in  deciding  any  such  controversy 
shall  be  limited  to  making  (1)  a finding  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
clearance  complained  of  is  unreasonable;  and,  if  the  finding  be  in 
the  affirmative,  (2)  an  award  fixing  the  maximum  clearance  be- 
tween the  theatres  involved  which  may  be  granted  in  licenses 
thereafter  entered  into  by  the  distributor  defendant  which  is  a 
party  to  the  arbitration.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  Section  XVII 
hereof,  the  award  may  fix  such  maximum  clearance  under  any 
then  existing  franchise  or  any  license  entered  into  pursuant  to 
such  franchise  between  such  distributor  defendant  and  any  other 
party  bound  by  this  decree. 

Any  distributor  defendant  or  any  exhibitor  affected  by  such  an 
award  may  institute  a further  arbitration  proceeding  for  a modi- 
fication thereof  upon  the  ground  that  since  the  making  of  the 
award  the  conditions  with  respect  to  the  theatres  involved  therein 
have  so  changed  as  to  warrant  modification,  and,  in  the  event  that 
the  arbitrator  finds  that  there  has  been  such  change,^ he  shall 
make  a redetermination  of  the  maximum  clearance. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  Section  shall  be  deemed  to  restrict, 
and  no  award  made  in  any  arbitration  under  this  Section  shall  re- 
strict, the  exhibitor's  right  to  license  for  any  theatre  any  run  which 
he  is  able  to  negotiate  with  any  distributor,  nor  the  distributor's 
right  to  license  for  any  theatre  any  run  which  it  desires  to  grant. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  Section  and  no  award  hereafter  en- 
tered in  any  arbitration  in  accordance  with  its  provisions  shall 
apply  to  licensing  the  exhibition  of  any  special  feature,!®  provided 
such  special  feature  is  licensed  under  an  exhibition  contract  ap- 
plicable only  thereto,  or  to  the  right  of  a distributor  defendant  to 
include  in  such  contract  and  to  make  a part  thereof  such  special 
terms  and  conditions,  including  such  special  clearance  provision  or 
provisions,  as  such  distributor  shall  fix,  establish  and  enforce  for 
and  in  connection  with  the  exhibition  of  such  special  feature. 


11.  See  footnote  10,  Section  IV. 

12.  See  footnote  5,  Section  III. 

13.  See  footnote  10,  Section  IV. 

14.  See  footnote  10,  Section  IV, 

15.  See  footnote  10,  Section  IV. 

16.  Clearance  means  the  period  of  time,  fixed  by  agreement  between  a 
distributor  and  an  exhibitor,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  which  a feature 
licensed  for  prior  exhibition  in  a theatre  may  not  be  exhibited  in  an- 
other theatre  or  theatres. 

17.  See  footnote  10,  Section  IV. 

18.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Section,  a special  feature  means  a feature 
which  for  a period  of  time  is  exhibited  at  generally  advanced  first-run 
admission  prices. 
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IX. 

In  booking  prints  for  exhibition  by  exhibitors  competing  on  the 
same  run  in  the  same  exchange  district,!”  a distributor  defendant 
shall  not  withhold  delivery  of  prints  available  in  its  exchange 
from  one  exhibitor  in  order  to  give  a competing  exhibitor  a prior 
playing  date  not  provided  for  in  his  license.  It  is  recognized  that 
distributors  must  be  permitted  discretion  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
booking  and  distributing  films  in  an  exchange  district  when  too 
few  prints  are  available  in  the  exchange  for  the  playing  date 
desired  by  two  or  more  theatres.  In  such  cases  this  Section  shall 
have  no  application. 

Violations  of  this  Section  shall  be  subject  to  arbitration  and,  if 
the  arbitrator  finds^”  that  the  distributor  complained  against  has 
pursued  a policy  of  withholding  available  prints  from  the  com- 
plaining exhibitor  in  violation  of  this  Section,  he  shall  enter  an 
award  directing  the  distributor  to  discontinue  such  policy. 

X. 

A.  Controversies  arising  upon  a complaint  by  an  independent 
exhibitor^i  that  a distributor  defendant  has  arbitrarily  refused  to 
license  its  features  for  exhibition  on  the  run  requested  by  said 
exhibitor  in  one  of  said  exhibitor's  theatres  which  was  in  existence 
or  which  replaced22  a theatre  in  existence  at  the  date  of  this 
decree  shall  be  subject  to  arbitration. 

B.  In  any  such  arbitration  no  award  shall  be  made  against  a 
distributor  defendant  unless  the  arbitrator  shall  first  find  the  fol- 
lowing facts: 

(1)  The  complainant  is  an  independent  exhibitor  and  the  thea- 
tre operated  by  him  and  specified  in  his  complaint  was  in  exist- 
ence at  the  date  of  the  decree  or  replaced  such  a theatre;  and 

(2)  Such  refusal  of  the  distributor  to  license  its  features  for 
exhibition  in  the  complainant's  theatre  on  the  run  requested  by 
the  complainant  continued  during  a period  of  not  less  than  three 
successive  months;  and 

(3)  The  distributor  during  such  period  has  licensed  the  features 
requested  by  the  complainant  on  the  run  requested  by  him  to  a 
theatre  (sometimes  hereinafter  referred  to  as  a circuit  theatre) 
which  was  in  competition  with  the  theatre  specified  in  the  com- 
plaint and  which  was  a component  of  a circuit  of  not  less  than  15 
theatres  or  which  was  affiliated  either  by  stock  ownership,  com- 
mon ownership,  common  buying  or  otherwise  with  a circuit  of  not 
less  than  15  theatres  or  the  licenses  for  which  were  negotiated 
by  a buying  combine  or  common  buying  agent  negotiating  for 
not  less  than  15  theatres;  and 

(4)  The  complainant's  theatre  has  not  available  to  it  features 
sufficient  in  nature  and  quantity  to  enable  it  to  operate  on  the  run 
requested  by  the  complainant;  and 

(5)  (a)  Subsequent  to  July  20,  1935,  prior  to  July  20,  1940,  the 
complainant  operated  the  theatre  specified  in  his  complaint  on  the 
same  run  as  or  on  an  earlier  run  than  that  enjoyed  by  the  circuit 
theatre  specified  in  the  complaint;  or 

(b)  Subsequent  to  July  20,  1940,  and  during  the  two  consecu- 
tive motion  picture  seasons^S  immediately  preceding  the  filing  of 
the  complaint,  the  complainant  operated  the  theatre  specified  in 
his  complaint  on  the  same  run  as  or  on  an  earlier  run  than  that 
enjoyed  by  the  circuit  theatre  specified  in  the  complaint  and  dur- 
ing such  period  exhibited  on  such  run  substantially  all  the  features 
released  during  such  period  by  the  distributor  complained  against; 
or 

(c)  Subsequent  to  July  20,  1935,  and  prior  to  July  20,  1940,  the 
complainant  demanded  in  writing^"*  features  for  the  theatre  speci- 
fied in  his  complaint  from  the  distributor  complained  against  on 
the  same  run  as  or  on  an  earlier  run  than  that  enjoyed  by  the 
circuit  theatre  specified  in  the  complaint;  or  the  complainant  had 
filed  with  a Local  Clearance  and  Zoning  Board  or  a Local  Griev- 
ance Board  under  the  Code  of  Fair  Competition  for  the  Motion 
Picture  Industry  approved  pursuant  to  the  National  Industrial  Re- 
covery Act  such  a complaint  which  was  not  finally  disposed  of  by 
administrative  decisions  under  said  Code  prior  to  May  27,  1935;  or 

(d)  The  complainant  operated  the  theatre  specified  in  his  com- 
plaint for  at  least  one  year  prior  to  the  entry  of  this  decree,  and 
subsequent  to  July  20,  1935,  and  prior  to  July  20,  1940,  a prior 
operator  of  said  theatre  had  demanded  in  writing's  features  from 
the  distributor  complained  against  on  the  same  run  as  or  on  an 
earlier  run  than  that  enjoyed  by  the  circuit  theatre  specified  in 
the  complaint;  or  the  complainant  had  filed  with  a Local  Clearance 
and  Zoning  Board  or  a Local  Grievance  Board  under  the  Code  of 
Fair  Competition  for  the  Motion  Picture  Industry  approved  pur- 
suant to  the  National  Industrial  Recovery  Act  such  a complaint 
which  was  not  finally  disposed  of  by  administrative  decision  under 
said  Code  prior  to  May  27,  1935;  and 


(6)  Such  refusal  to  license  the  exhibition  of  said  features  in  the 
complainant's  theatre  specified  in  his  complaint  was  in  fact  be- 
cause the  theatre  licensed  to  exhibit  them  on  the  run  requested  by 
the  complainant  was  a circuit  theatre. 

C.  In  determining  whether  the  exhibitor's  complaint  is  estab- 
lished by  the  evidence,  the  arbitrator  shall  take  into  consideration, 
among  other  things,  the  following  factors  and  accord  to  them  the 
importance  and  weight  to  which  each  is  entitled,  regardless  of 
the  order  in  which  they  are  listed:  the  terms,  if  any,  offered  in 
respect  of  each  of  the  two  competing  theatres;  the  seating  capacity 
of  each  of  said  theatres;  the  capacity  of  each  for  producing  reve- 
nue for  the  distributor;  the  character,  appearance  and  condition  of 
each,  including  its  furnishings,  equipment  and  conveniences;  the 
location  of  each  of  said  theatres;  the  character  and  extent  of  the 
area  and  population  each  serves;  the  competitive  conditions  in  the 
area  in  which  they  are  located;  their  comparative  suitability's  for 
exhibition  of  the  distributor's  features  on  the  run  requested;  the 
character  and  ability  of  the  exhibitor  operating  each  and  his  repu- 
tation generally  in  the  industry  and  in  the  community  for  show- 
manship, honesty  and  fair  dealing;  the  policy  under  which  each 
of  the  theatres  has  been  operated  and  the  policy  under  which  the 
complainant  proposes  to  operate  his  said  theatre  if  he  obtains  the 
run  requested;  the  financial  responsibility  of  the  exhibitor  operating 
each  of  said  theatres;  and  the  distributor's  prior  relations  with  each 
of  the  two  theatres  involved  and  with  their  owners  and  operators 
and  any  equities  arising  therefrom. 

D.  If  in  any  such  arbitration  the  arbitrator  finds^'?  for  the  com- 
plainant, he  may  enter  an  award  against  the  distributor  which 
shall  not  affect  the  license  to  exhibit  any  feature  then  under  license 
to  the  circuit  theatre  but  which  shall  prohibit  such  distributor  from 
thereafter  licensing  its  features  for  exhibition  either  in  the  circuit 
theatre  specified  in  the  complaint  on  the  run  requested  by  the  com- 
plainant, or  in  the  complainant's  theatre  specified  in  the  com- 
plaint, on  such  run,  otherwise  than  by  a separate  contract  or 
agreement  which  shall  not  be  a part  of  any  contract  or  agreement 
for  the  licensing  of  features  for  exhibition  in  any  other  theatre  or 
conditioned  upon  the  licensing  of  features  for  exhibition  in  any 
other  theatre. 

E.  After  a final  award  in  favor  of  a complaining  exhibitor 
has  been  made  under  this  Section,  such  exhibitor  may  institute  a 
further  arbitration  proceeding  (to  be  held  before  the  arbitrator 
who  entered  the  original  award,  if  available)  upon  the  ground  that 
such  award  has  net  been  complied  with  in  good  faith  by  the  dis- 
tributor against  which  it  was  entered.  If  in  any  such  proceeding 
the  arbitrator  shall  find^'i'  that  the  distributor  has  not  complied  in 
good  faith  with  the  original  award,  the  arbitrator  may  award  dam- 
ages to  the  exhibitor  for  loss  resulting  from  the  distributor's  failure 
to  comply  with  the  original  award  but  any  such  award  of  damages 
shall  be  purely  compensatory. 

Any  further  arbitration  proceeding  for  an  award  of  damages 
for  violation  of  the  original  award  must  be  commenced  within  sixty 
days  after  such  violation  has  occurred,  by  filing  a statement 
specifying  the  facts  constituting  each  alleged  violation  for  which 
damages  are  sought  and  the  exhibitor's  alleged  damages  re- 
sulting from  each  such  alleged  violation.  No  award  of  damages 
shall  be  made  in  any  such  proceeding  for  any  violation  of  the 
original  award  not  occurring  within  said  sixty-day  period,  but 
prior  violations  may,  in  any  such  proceeding,  be  considered  by 
the  arbitrator  as  evidence  bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  dis- 
tributor's good  faith. 

XL 

(1)  For  a period  of  three  years  after  the  entry  of  the  decree 
herein  each  of  the  consenting  defendants  will  notify^S  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  immediately  of  any  legally  binding  commit- 
ment for  the  acquisition  by  it  of  any  additional  theatre  or  theatres. 


19.  See  footnote  5,  Section  III. 

20.  See  footnote  10,  Section  IV. 

21.  An  iiule|)endent  exhibitor,  as.  used  in  this  Section,  is  one  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  any  circuit  of  more  than  five  theatres  and  not  affiliated 
either  by  stock  ownership,  coinnion  ownership,  common  buying-  or  other- 
wise with  a circuit  of  more  than  five  theatres  and  whose  licenses  are 
not  negotiated  by  a buying  combine  or  common  buying  agent  nego- 
tiating for  more  than  five  theatres. 

22.  A theatre  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  replaced  such  an  existing  theatre 
unless  erected  in  the  same  neighborhood  as  one  which  was  destroyed 
or  permanently  abandoned  as  a theatre,  for  the  purpose  of  succeeding 
to  its  patronage,  and  with  a seating  capacity  not  more  than  25  per  cent 
greater  than  that  of  the  theatre  replaced. 

2.3.  A motion  picture  season  means  the  period  from  September  1 of  one 
year  to  August  31  of  the  next  year. 

24.  Demands  in  writing  shall  be  deemed  to  include  complaints  in  writing 
to  the  Department  of  Justice. 

25.  See  footnote  24,  Section  X. 

26.  In  considering  this  factor  in  situations  where  the  exhibitor  customarily 
exhibits  features  in  two  or  more  theatres  on  the  same  run  in  the  same 
situation  as  a unit  by  contracting  for  groups  of  features  on  an  “or” 
basis  (i.  e.,  for  exhibition  at  one  of  two  or  more  specified  theatres) 
all  of  such  theatres  may  be  considered  collectively  as  a unit. 
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(2)  During  such  period  each  such  defendant  will  also  report^* 
to  the  Department  of  Justice  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  each 
month  the  changes  in  its  theatre  position,  if  any,  that  have  oc- 
curred during  the  preceding  month,  as  follows,  together  with  a 
statement  of  the  reasons  for  such  changes: 

(a)  Theatres  contracted  to  be  built,  or  under  construction; 

(b)  Theatres  lost  or  disposed  of; 

(c)  Theatres  acquired; 

(d)  Interests  in  theatres  acquired,  with  a statement  of  the 

nature  and  extent  of  such  interests. 

(3)  If  upon  receipt  of  such  information  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice requests  any  such  defendant  to  furnish  further  information 
with  respect  to  any  of  the  above  transactions  in  which  it  is  in- 
volved, such  defendant  will  make  a reasonable  effort  to  supply 
such  information  promptly. 

(4)  No  information  furnished  under  subdivision  (1),  (2)  or  (3) 
hereof  shall  be  divulged  by  any  representative  of  the  Department 
of  Justice  to  any  person  other  than  a duly  authorized  representative 
of  the  Department  of  Justice,  except  in  the  course  of  legal  pro- 
ceedings to  which  the  United  States  is  a party,  or  as  otherwise 
required  by  law. 

(5)  For  a period  of  three  years  following  the  entry  of  this 
decree,  no  consenting  defendant  shall  enter  upon  a general  pro- 
gram of  expanding  its  theatre  holdings.  Nothing  herein  shall  pre- 
vent any  such  defendant  from  acquiring  theatres  or  interests 
therein  to  protect  its  investment  or  its  competitive  position  or  for 
ordinary  purposes  of  its  business.  Proceedings  based  on  a vio- 
lation of  this  subdivision  (5)  shall  be  only  by  application  to  the 
Court  for  injunctive  relief  against  the  consenting  defendant  com- 
plained against,  which  shall  be  limited  to  restraining  the  ac- 
quisition, or  ordering  the  divestiture,  of  the  theatres  or  interests 
therein,  if  any,  about  to  be  acquired,  or  acquired,  in  violation  of 
this  section. 

XII. 

(a)  If,  prior  to  June  1,  1942,  a decree  shall  not  have  been 

entered  against  the  defendants  United  Artists  Corporation,  Uni- 
versal Corporation  and  Columbia  Pictures  Corporation,  requiring 
each  of  them  to  trade  show  its  features  before  licensing  the  same 
for  exhibition.  Section  III  of  this  decree,  after  said  date,  shall  be 
inoperative  and  of  no  binding  force  and  effect  upon  the  consent- 
ing defendants,  or  any  of  them,  except  with  respect  to  licenses 

entered  into  prior  to  September  1,  1942,  for  the  exhibition  of  fea- 
tures released  prior  to  such  date  and  subsequent  to  August  31,  1941. 

(b)  If,  prior  to  June  1,  1942,  a decree  shall  not  have  been  en- 

tered against  the  defendants  United  Artists  Corporation,  Universal 
Corporation  and  Columbia  Pictures  Corporation,  limiting  the  num- 
ber of  features  which  may  be  licensed  in  a single  group,  sub- 
division (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree,  after  said  date,  shall  be 
inoperative  and  of  no  binding  force  and  effect  upon  the  consent- 
ing defendants,  or  any  of  them,  except  with  respect  to  licenses 

entered  into  prior  to  September  1,  1942,  for  the  exhibition  of  fea- 
tures released  prior  to  such  date  and  subsequent  to  August  31, 
1941, 

(c)  If,  prior  to  June  1,  1942,  a decree  shall  have  been  entered 
against  the  defendants  United  Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Cor- 
poration and  Columbia  Pictures  Corporation  containing  provisions 
requiring  each  of  them  to  trade  show  its  features  before  licensing 
the  same  for  exhibition,  any  consenting  defendant  may  at  any 
time  thereafter  file  herein  a written  notice  of  its  election  to  be  re- 
lieved from  further  compliance  with  Section  III  of  this  decree  and 
to  comply  with  said  provisions  of  such  decree  against  said  defend- 
ants United  Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Corporation  and  Colum- 
bia Pictures  Corporation,  and  thereupon  an  order  or  supplemental 
decree  shall  be  entered  herein  on  the  application  of  the  defend- 
ant or  defendants  so  electing  which  shall  subject  said  defendant 
or  defendants  to  such  provisions  of  such  other  decree  and  entitle 
it  or  them  to  the  benefits  of  any  terms  thereof  providing  for  the 
suspension,  modification  or  vacation  of  said  provisions,  and  relieve 
it  or  them  from  further  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
III  of  this  decree. 

(d)  If,  prior  to  June  1,  1942,  a decree  shall  have  been  entered 
against  the  defendants  United  Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Cor- 
poration and  Columbia  Pictures  Corporation  containing  provisions 
limiting  the  number  of  features  which  may  be  licensed  in  a single 
group,  any  consenting  defendant  may  at  any  time  thereafter  file 
herein  a written  notice  of  its  election  to  be  relieved  from  further 
compliance  with  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree  and 
to  comply  with  said  provisions  of  such  decree  against  said  de- 
fendants United  Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Corporation  and 
Columbia  Pictures  Corporation,  and  thereupon  an  order  or  sup- 


plemental decree  shall  be  entered  herein  on  the  application  of  the 
defendant  or  defendants  so  electing  which  shall  subject  such  de- 
fendant or  defendants  to  said  provisions  of  such  other  decree  and 
entitle  it  or  them  to  the  benefits  of  any  terms  thereof  providing  for 
the  suspension,  modification  or  vacation  of  said  provisions,  and 
relieve  it  or  them  from  further  compliance  with  the  provisions  of 
subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree. 

(e)  If,  prior  to  June  1,  1942,  (1)  a decree  containing  the  pro- 
visions referred  to  in  subdivision  (c)  hereof,  or  (2)  a decree  con- 
taining the  provisions  referred  to  in  subdivision  (d)  hereof,  or  (3) 
a decree  containing  the  provisions  referred  to  in  both  of  said  sub- 
divisions, shall  have  been  entered  against  the  defendants  United 
Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Corporation  and  Columbia  Pictures 
Corporation,  but  an  appeal  therefrom  has  been  taken  or  any  of 
said  provisions  have  not  become  operative  and  of  full  force  and 
effect,  then  the  operation  of  the  provisions  dealing  with  the  same 
subject  matter  contained  in  Section  III  or  subdivision  (a)  of  Sec- 
tion IV  of  this  decree  shall  be  suspended  and  shall  be  of  no  bind- 
ing force  and  effect  upon  any  consenting  defendant  except  with 
respect  to  licenses  entered  into  prior  to  September  1,  1942,  for  the 
exhibition  of  features  released  prior  to  said  date  and  subsequent 
to  August  31,  1941,  unless  and  until  such  decree  shall  become 
final  and  such  provisions  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect  against 
the  defendants  United  Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Corporation 
and  Columbia  Pictures  Corporation.  After  such  decree  shall  have 
become  final,  any  consenting  defendant  may  at  any  time  exercise 
its  right  of  election  provided  for  in  subdivisions  (c)  and  (d)  of  this 
Section. 

(f)  If,  at  any  time,  an  Act  of  Congress  or  a rule  or  regulation 
made  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Congress  shall  require  the  trade  show- 
ing of  features  before  licensing  the  same  for  exhibition,  each  of 
the  consenting  defendants  shall  be  relieved  from  further  compli- 
ance with  Section  III  of  this  decree,  and  if,  at  any  time,  an  Act  of 
Congress  or  a rule  or  regulation  made  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Con- 
gress shall  limit  the  number  of  features  that  may  be  licensed  in 
a single  group,  each  of  the  consenting  defendants  shall  be  re- 
lieved from  further  compliance  with  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV 
of  this  decree.  In  either  of  such  events  any  consenting  defendant 
may  at  any  time  make  application  to  this  Court,  of  which  notice 
shall  be  served  upon  Petitioner  and  all  other  consenting  defendants, 
for  an  order  relieving  the  consenting  defendants,  and  each  of  them, 
from  further  compliance  with  Section  III  or  subdivision  (a)  of 
Section  IV  of  this  decree,  or  both,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  va- 
cating the  same,  and  thereupon  this  Court  shall  make  and  enter 
such  an  order. 

(g)  At  any  time  after  September  1,  1943,  any  consenting  de- 
fendant may  move  to  vacate  the  then  effective  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion III  and  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree  by  filing 
an  application  under  oath  stating  that  during  any  consecutive 
twelve  months  period  preceding  the  filing  of  such  application  either 

(1)  distributors  of  motion  picture  films  have  licensed  25  per  cent 
or  more  of  the  features  released  for  exhibition  in  the  United  States 
otherwise  than  in  accordance  with  the  then  effective  provisions 
of  Section  III  and  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decreets  or 

(2)  I2V2  per  cent  or  more  of  the  total  gross  income  from  licenses 
for  the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in  the  United  States,  excluding 
the  gross  income  of  states  rights  exchanges,  has  been  derived 
from  pictures  licensed  otherwise  than  in  accordance  with  the  then 
effective  provisions  of  Section  III  and  subdivision  (a)  of  Section 
IV  of  this  decreets. 

Petitioner  and  all  other  consenting  defendants  shall  be  served 
with  notice  of  the  filing  of  such  application. 

Upon  such  application  the  Court  shall  enter  an  order  relieving 
the  defendants  from  further  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion III  and  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree,  unless 
within  sixty  (60)  days  after  service  of  such  application  Petitioner 
shall  establish  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  during  said 
twelve  months  period  less  than  I2V2  per  cent  of  the  total  gross 
income  from  licenses  for  the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in  the 
United  States,  excluding  the  gross  income  of  states  rights  ex- 


27.  See  footnote  10,  Section  IV. 

28.  The  notification  and  report  shall  include  such  commitments  and  changes 
as  may  have  been  made  by  corporations  not  parties  to  this  decree  which 
are  controlled  by  such  defendant.  They  shall  also  include  such  commit- 
ments or  chancres  as  may  have  been  ma<le  by  cori>orations  in  which 
such  defendant  owns  a financial  interest  but  which  it  does  not  control, 
if  such  defendant  has  received  knowledge  of  such  commitments  or 
changes.  Kach  defendant  will  request  such  corporations  to  notify  it 
immediately  of  any  such  commitment  or  change. 

29.  Or  with  corresponding  then  effective  provisions  of  a decree  against 
the  defendants,  United  Artists  Corporation,  Universal  Corporation  and 
Columbia  Pictures  Corporation,  referred  to  in  subdivisions  (c)  and  (d) 
of  this  Section. 
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changes,  had  been  derived  from  pictures  licensed  other-wise  than 
in  accordance  with  the  then  effective  provisions  of  Section  III 
and  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree^O, 

(h)  At  an-y  time  after  September  1,  1942,  any  consenting  de- 
fendant may  apply  to  the  Court  to  vacate  the  provisions  of  Section 
III  and  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV  of  this  decree,  or  the  pro- 
visions of  either  of  such  Sections,  and  upon  such  application,  the 
Court  shall  enter  an  order  relieving  the  consenting  defendants  from 
further  compliance  with  such  provisions,  upon  such  defendant  show- 
ing to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that,  subsequent  to  said  date 
and  by  reason  of  the  competition  of  persons  not  selling  exclusively 
in  accordance  with  said  provisions  of  said  Sections,  or  of  either  of 
them^o,  compliance  by  the  applicant  defendant  with  such  provi- 
sions of  said  Sections,  or  of  either  of  them,  has  substantially  and 
adversely  affected  the  applicant  defendant's  business. 

XIII. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  decree  shall  apply  to  operations  or 
activities  of  any  consenting  defendant  outside  of  the  continental 
United  States^i  or  to  operations  or  activities  of  any  consenting  de- 
fendant within  the  continental  United  States  insofar  as  they  relate 
to  the  distribution  or  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  outside  of  the 
continental  United  States. 

XIV. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  decree  shall  be  construed  to  limit 
or  affect  the  right  of  any  distributor  defendant,  prior  to  the  gen- 
eral release  of  a motion  picture,  to  road  show  such  picture  or  to 
license  or  otherwise  arrange  for  the  road  showing^^  of  such  pic- 
ture upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  dis- 
tributor. 

XV. 

The  provisions  of  this  decree  shall  not  apply  to  any  franchise 
which  was  signed  prior  to  June  6,  1940,  or  to  any  license  entered 
into  pursuant  to  any  such  franchise,  except  that  Section  VllI  here- 
of shall  apply  to  all  such  franchises  and  such  licenses  between 
parties  bound  by  this  decree  other  than  licenses  referred  to  in 
Section  XVII  hereof. 

XVI. 

No  consenting  defendant  and  no  officer,  director,  agent  or  em- 
ployee of  any  such  defendant,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  violated 
any  provision  of  this  decree  if  the  arbitration  of  disputes  or  con- 
troversies arising  relative  to  the  subject  matter  thereof  is  herein 
provided  for,  unless  such  defendant  has  refused  to  arbitrate  such 
a dispute  or  controversy  in  the  manner  and  under  the  conditions 
specified  in  this  decree  and  in  the  Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Ap- 
peals which  are  filed  herewith,  as  amended  from  time  to  time, 
or  has  failed  or  refused  to  abide  by  and  perform  the  final  award^^ 
made  and  entered  in  such  an  arbitration  proceeding. 

XVII. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  decree  shall  be  construed  to  limit, 
impair  or  restrict  in  any  way  whatsoever  the  right  of  each  dis- 
tributor defendant^^  to  license  the  exhibition,  or  in  any  way  to 
arrange  or  provide  for  the  exhibition  in  such  manner,  upon  such 
terms  and  subject  to  such  conditions  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  it, 
of  any  or  of  all  of  the  motion  pictures  which  it  may  at  any  time 
distribute  (1)  in  any  theatre  in  the  ownership,  lease,  management 
or  operation,  or  in  the  proceeds  or  profits  from  the  management  or 
operation,  of  which  it  directly  or  indirectly,  by  stock  ownership 
or  otherwise,  owns  a financial  interest  at  the  time  of  the  entry  of 
this  decree  and  also  at  the  time  of  such  license,  and  (2)  in  any 
theatre  in  the  ownership,  lease,  management  or  operation,  or  in 
the  proceeds  or  profits  from  the  management  or  operation,  of  which 
such  distributor  defendant  acquires  after  the  date  of  the  decree 
and  owns  at  the  time  of  such  license,  directly  or  indirectly,  by 
stock  ownership  or  otherwise,  a financial  interest  of  not  less  than 
50  per  cent  and  (3)  in  any  theatre  in  the  ownership,  lease,  manage- 
ment, or  operation,  or  in  the  proceeds  or  profits  from  the  manage- 
ment or  operation,  of  which  a company  in  which  such  defendant 
owned  not  less  than  42  per  cent  of  the  common  stock  at  the  date  of 
the  decree  and  at  the  time  of  such  license, acquires  after  the 
date  of  the  decree  and  owns  at  the  time  of  such  license,  directly 
or  indirectly,  by  stock  ownership  or  otherwise,  a financial  interest 
of  not  less  than  50  per  cent. 

xvm. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  compliance  with  this  decree,  and 
for  no  other  purpose,  duly  authorized  representatives  of  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  shall,  on  the  written  request  of  the  Attorney 
General  or  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  in  charge  of  anti-trust 
matters,  and  on  notice  to  any  consenting  defendant,  reasonable 
as  to  time  and  subject  matter,  made  to  such  defendant  at  its 
principal  office,  and  subject  to  any  legally  recognized  privilege. 


(1)  be  permitted  reasonable  access,  during  the  office  hours  of 
such  defendant,  to  all  books,  ledgers,  accounts,  correspondence, 
memoranda  and  other  records  and  documents  in  the  possession 
or  under  the  control  of  such  defendant,  relating  to  any  of  the 
matters  contained  in  this  decree,  and  (2)  subject  to  the  reasonable 
convenience  of  such  defendant,  and  without  restraint  or  interfer- 
ence from  it,  be  permitted  to  interview  its  officers  or  employees 
regarding  any  such  matters,  at  which  interview  counsel  for  the 
officer  or  employee  interviewed  and  counsel  for  the  company  may 
be  present.  Without  in  any  way  limiting  the  rights  granted  in  the 
foregoing  provisions  of  this  Section  each  of  the  distributor  de- 
fendants shall  keep  at  its  principal  office  current  records,  which 
shall  be  accessible  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  showing — 

(1)  The  dates  when  and  the  places  where  each  of  its  fea- 
tures is  trade  shown,  the  names  of  the  trade  publications 
wherein  notice  of  each  trade  showing  was  published,  and 
the  dates  of  publication;  the  name  and  location  (by  town 
and  exchange  district^'’)  of  each  theatre  in  which  each 
feature  is  licensed  for  exhibition,  and  the  date  of  license 
thereof; 

(2)  As  to  each  license  entered  into  by  it,  the  date  thereof 
and  the  names  and  location  (by  town  and  exchange  dis- 
trict^fi)  of  the  theatres  involved,  the  names  of  the  parties 
thereto  and  of  the  distributor's  sales  representative  who 
negotiated  the  license,  and  the  names  of  the  features  li- 
censed for  exhibition; 

(3)  All  arbitration  awards  rendered  against  the  distributor 
with  a statement  showing  what  the  distributor  has  done 
to  comply  therewith. 

Information  obtained  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  Section 
shall  not  be  divulged  by  any  representative  of  the  Department  of 
Justice  to  any  person  other  than  a duly  authorized  representative 
of  the  Department  of  Justice  except  in  the  course  of  legal  pro- 
ceedings to  which  the  United  States  is  a party,  or  as  otherwise 
required  by  law. 

XIX. 

Except  as  otherwise  expressly  and  specifically  provided  in  this 
decree,  nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  limit  the  right  of  any 
distributor  defendant  to  select  its  own  customers,  to  bargain  with 
them  in  accordance  with  law,  or  to  negotiate  with  or  to  license  to 
or  to  accept  any  offer  from  any  exhibitor  to  license  its  motion  pic- 
tures or  any  number  thereof  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  it 
deems  advisable  or  to  its  best  interests. 

XX. 

The  provisions  of  Section  III,  of  subdivision  (a)  of  Section  IV, 
of  Section  V and  of  Section  X of  this  decree  shall  have  application 
only  with  respect  to  features  released  in  the  United  States  after 
August  31,  1941. 

XXI. 

Petitioner,  by  its  counsel,  has  represented  to  the  Court  that 
the  public  interest  requires  that  the  provisions  of  this  decree  shall 
operate  for  a trial  period  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  entry 
hereof.  Petitioner  has  further  represented  to  the  Court,  and  each 
of  the  consenting  defendants  has  consented  to  the  entry  of  this 
decree  upon  the  condition,  that  Petitioner  will  not  for  a period  of 
three  years  after  the  entry  of  this  decree,  either  in  this  action  or 


30.  See  footnote  29,  Section  XTI. 

Section  XIII. — 31.  The  continental  Fnited  States  as  used  herein  means  the 
territory  within  the  boundaries  of  the  forty-eigrht  states 
and  the  District  of  rolunibia. 

Section  XTV. — 32.^1<oad  showing  is  an  exhibition  at  a theatre  where  a 
* majority  of  the  main  floor  seats  for  each  evening:  per- 
formance are  reserved  and  sold  at  an  admi.ssion  price 
of  not  less  than  one  dollar. 

Section  XVI. — 33.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Section  on  the  final  award  in 
any  arbitration  proceeding  under  Section  X of  this  de- 
cree shall  be  only  a final  award  for  damages  as  therein 
provided. 

Section  XVII. — .34.  For  the  purpose  ot  this  Section  <1)  defendant  RKO 
Radio  Pictures.  Inc.,  or  its  successors,  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  the  same  interest  in  the  ownership,  lease,  managje- 
ment  or  operation  or  in  the  proceeds  or  profits  from  the 
managjement  or  operation  of  any  theatre  which  Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum  Corporation,  or  it.s  successors,  directly 
or  indirectly,  has;  and  (2)  defendant  Vitagjraph,  Inc.,  or 
its  successors,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  the  same  interest 
in  the  ownership,  lease,  management  or  operation  or  in 
the  proceeds  or  profits  from  the  management  or  opera- 
tion of  any  theatre  >vhich  Warner  Rrothers  Pictures, 
Inc.,  or  its  successors,  directly  or  indirectly,  has. 

36.  In  the  case  of  the  distributor  defendant  Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film 
Corporation,  or  its  successors,  the  defendant  National  Theatres  Cor- 
poration, or  its  successors,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  such  a company  if 
said  distributor  defendant  owned  not  less  than  42  per  cent  of  its  com- 
mon stock  at  the  date  of  the  decree  and  not  less  than  35  per  cent  of 
its  common  stock  at  the  time  of  .such  license,  provided  not  less  than 
42  per  cent  of  its  common  stock  is  owned  by  T^ventieth  Century-Fox 
Film  Corporation,  or  its  successors,  and  by  j)reseiit  or  future  officers 
or  directors  of  National  Theatres  Corporation,  or  its  successors. 

36.  See  footnote  4,  Section  III. 
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any  other  action  or  proceeding  against  any  such  defendant  seek 
either  the  relief  or  any  thereof  prayed  in  paragraphs  (4),  (5)  and  (6) 
of  Section  Vlfl  of  the  Petition  filed  herein  July  20,  1938,  or  in  para- 
graphs (5),  (6)  and  (7)  of  Section  VIII  of  the  Amended  and  Sup- 
plemental Complaint  filed  herein  November  14,  1940,  or  otherwise 
seek  to  divorce  the  production  or  distribution  of  motion  pictures 
from  their  exhibition;  or  to  dissolve  any  such  defendant  or  any 
corporation  in  which  any  such  defendant  has,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, a substantial  stock  interest  and  which  is  engaged  in  the 
exhibition  of  motion  pictures  or  holds  directly  or  indirectly  a sub- 
stantial stock  interest  in  any  corporation  so  engaged,  or  to  dis- 
solve or  break  up  any  circuit  of  theatres  of  any  such  defendant 
or  of  any  such  corporation,  or  to  require  any  such  defendant, 
corporation  or  circuit  to  divest  itself  of  its  interests  or  any  thereof, 
direct  or  indirect,  in  motion  picture  theatres  in  which  it  had  an 
interest  at  the  date  of  the  entry  of  this  decree. 

XXII. 

1.  The  method  and  conditions  of  and  the  procedure  for  the  ar- 
bitration of  claims  and  controversies  hereinbefore  provided  for  in 
this  decree,  as  well  as  the  arbitration  of  claims  and  controversies 
provided  for  in  any  decree  referring  to  this  decree  which  may  be 
entered  by  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Northern 
District  of  Illinois,  Eastern  Division,  in  an  action  entitled  "United 
States  of  America,  Petitioner,  against  Balaban  & Katz  Corporation, 
et  al..  Defendants,"  modifying  a consent  decree  entered  in  said 
action  on  April  6,  1932,  and  the  arbitration  of  claims  and  contro- 
versies provided  for  in  any  decree  referring  to  this  decree  which 
may  be  entered  by  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Southern  District  of  California,  Central  Division,  in  an  action  en- 
titled "United  States  of  America,  Plaintiff,  vs.  West  Coast  Theatres, 
Incorporated,  et  al..  Defendants,"  modifying  a consent  decree 
entered  in  said  action  on  August  21,  1930,  shall  be  as  specified  in 
thig  Section  and  in  the  Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals  which 
are  provided  for  hereinafter. 

2.  An  arbitration  system  for  the  arbitration  of  claims  and  con- 
troversies referred  to  in  this  decree  shall  be  administered  by  an 
impartial  Administrator. 

The  Administrator  shall  establish  and  maintain  an  Arbitration 
Tribunal  in  each  city  in  the  United  States  in  which  three  or  more 
of  the  distributor  defendants  shall  maintain  exchanges. 

The  Administrator  shall  establish  and  maintain  a panel  of  not 
less  than  ten  arbitrators  for  each  Arbitration  Tribunal  and  shall 
establish  and  maintain  suitable  offices  and  personnel,  including 
a clerk,  for  each  Arbitration  Tribunal  and  for  the  Appeal  Board 
provided  for  hereinafter.  The  Administrator  shall  have  the  power 
to  appoint  and  remove  members  of  the  panels  and  personnel. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  a member  of  any  panel  of 
arbitrators  who  has  any  financial  interest  in,  or  has  or  has  had 
any  connection  with,  the  production,  distribution  or  exhibition  of 
motion  pictures,  or  has  or  has  had  any  interest  in  any  motion 
picture  theatre  as  landlord,  lessor,  or  otherwise. 

4.  The  American  Arbitration  Association  is  appointed  Adminis- 
trator of  the  arbitration  system  under  this  decree,  and  is  authorized 
and  directed  to  perform  the  duties  and  functions  of  such  Ad- 
ministrator until  further  order  of  the  Court. 

Any  successor  to  the  American  Arbitration  Association  as  Ad- 
ministrator shall  be  appointed  by  the  Court  on  the  joint  applica- 
tion and  recommendation  of  the  Petitioner  and  of  a majority  of 
the  distributor  defendants,  except  that  if  the  Petitioner  and  a 
majority  of  the  distributor  defendants  fail  to  join  in  making  such 
application  and  recommendation  the  successor  Administrator  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Court. 

5.  There  shall  be  a Budget  Committee  consisting  of  three  mem- 
bers, one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Administrator,  one 
of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  distributor  defendants,  and  one 
of  whom  shall  be  the  Chairman  of  the  Appeal  Board.  The  Budget 
Committee  shall  budget  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  and  operation 
of  the  arbitration  system.  Such  budget  for  the  first  twelve  months 
of  the  operation  of  the  arbitration  system  shall  not  exceed  four 
hundred  ninety  thousand  dollars  ($490,000.00),  except  with  the  con- 
sent of  a majority  of  the  distributor  defendants.  The  budget  for 
each  succeeding  twelve  months  period  shall  not  exceed  four  hun- 
dred sixty-five  thousand  dollars  ($465,000.00),  except  with  the  con- 
sent of  a majority  of  the  distributor  defendants,  provided,  however, 
that  the  Court  may,  on  the  application  of  the  Petitioner,  and  for 
good  cause  shown,  order  an  increase  in  the  budget  for  any  year 
in  such  amount,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($50,000.00), 
as  it  may  find  necessary  for  the  effective  operation  of  the  arbitra- 
tion system. 

6.  Each  arbitrator  shall  be  selected  and  each  arbitration  pro- 
ceeding shall  be  conducted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Rules 


of  Arbitration  and  Appeals  which  are  filed  herewith  and  are  hereby 
approved.  Such  Rules  may  be  amended  or  added  to  from  time 
to  time  by  the  Administrator  with  the  approval  of  a majority  of 
the  Appeal  Board  upon  notice  to  the  Petitioner  and  to  the  dis- 
tributor defendants  of  such  proposed  amendments  or  additions  and 
an  opportunity  for  a hearing  thereon.  No  amendment  of  or  addi- 
tion to  such  Rules  shall  change  the  qualifications  of  arbitrators 
as  set  forth  in  Rule  If  of  such  Rules  or  deny  to  any  exhibitor  or 
distributor  defendant  the  right  to  intervene  as  a party  in  any 
proceeding  by  which  it  may  be  affected  or  deny  to  any  party  to 
an  arbitration  proceeding  the  right:  to  receive  notice  of  all  pro- 
ceedings therein;  to  participate  in  the  selection  of  arbitrators;  to 
challenge  the  qualifications  of  arbitrators;  to  be  represented  by 
counsel  or  otherwise;  to  secure  the  production  of  witnesses  and 
of  evidence;  to  examine  and  cross-examine  all  witnesses;  and  to 
appeal  to  the  Appeal  Board  from  any  adverse  award.  The  Rules 
may  provide  for  the  arbitration  of  claims  and  controversies  between 
distributor  defendants  and  exhibitors  other  than  claims  or  con- 
troversies referred  to  in  subdivision  1 of  this  Section  which  by 
agreement  between  the  parties  thereto  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  tribunals. 

7.  There  shall  be  an  Appeal  Board  which  shall  have  juris- 
diction to  determine  appeals  from  awards  made  by  the  Arbitra- 
tion Tribunals.  It  shall  consist  of  three  members  appointed  by  the 
Court,  each  of  whom  shall  be  a person  of  known  impartiality  and 
distinction.  Each  such  member  shall  be  appointed  for  a term 
of  three  years  and  shall  serve  during  such  term  unless  he  shall 
be  removed  by  order  of  the  Court  or  shall  resign.  Each  member  of 
the  Appeal  Board  shall  be  eligible  for  reappointment. 

If  any  member  of  the  Appeal  Board  is  disqualified  from  passing 
upon  any  appeal,  or  is  temporarily  unable  because  of  illness, 
absence  or  other  cause  to  act  as  a member  of  the  Appeal  Board, 
the  Court  may  on  application  of  one  or  more  members  of  the 
Appeal  Board  appoint  another  person  of  known  impartiality  and 
distinction  to  act  as  a temporary  member  of  the  Appeal  Board  in 
place  of  the  member  so  disqualified  or  unable  to  act.  The  com- 
pensation of  such  temporary  member  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Court. 

One  member  of  the  Appeal  Board  shall  be  designated  by  the 
Court  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Board. 

The  members  of  the  Appeal  Board  shall  be  compensated  on 
an  annual  basis.  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  shall  be  paid  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars  ($20,000.00)  per  annum,  and  each  of  the  other 
members  of  the  Board  shall  be  paid  seventeen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  ($17,500.00)  per  annum. 

The  Appeal  Board  shall  have  its  offices  in  New  York,  New  York. 

8.  The  expenses  of  the  arbitration  system  shall  be  paid  out  of 
a fund  administered  by  the  Administrator.  Such  fund  shall  be  es- 
tablished and  maintained:  by  filing  fees  provided  for  by  the  Rules 
of  Arbitration  and  Appeals;  by  penalties  imposed  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  IV  and  V of  this  decree,  and  by 
such  additional  amounts,  to  be  paid  by  the  distributor  defendants, 
as  may  be  determined  by  the  Budget  Committee  from  time  to 
time  to  be  necessary.  Such  amounts  shall  be  assessed  by  the 
Administrator  to  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  several  distributor 
defendants  in  amounts  proportionate  to  their  respective  gross  re- 
ceipts from  licenses  for  the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in  the 
United  States.  The  proportionate  gross  receipts  of  such  defendants 
during  the  1939-40  motion  picture  season  shall  be  used  in  de- 
termining the  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  such  defendant  for  the 
expenses  of  establishing  the  arbitration  system  and  of  maintaining 
it  during  the  first  twelve  months  of  its  operation.  Thereafter  the 
gross  receipts  for  the  motion  picture  season  ending  on  the  August 
31st  immediately  preceding  the  start  of  the  particular  twelve 
months  period  shall  be  used  in  determining  such  amounts. 

Each  distributor  defendant  shall  inform  the  Administrator  prompt- 
ly after  the  end  of  each  motion  picture  season  of  its  total  gross 
receipts  during  such  motion  picture  season  from  licenses  for  the 
exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in  the  United  States.  Such  infor- 
mation shall  be  treated  by  the  Administrator  as  confidential  and 
shall  not  be  divulged  except  as  required  by  law. 

9.  Any  person  who  has  the  right  to  institute  an  arbitration  pro- 
ceeding under  any  provision  of  this  decree  or  of  any  other  decree 
referred  to  in  subdivision  1 of  this  Section  may  institute  and 
prosecute  such  proceeding  in  the  manner  and  subject  to  the  con- 
ditions specified  in  the  Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals,  upon  the 
condition  that  such  person  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Arbitration 
Tribunal  a submission,  in  the  form  and  executed  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  Administrator,  which  shall  provide  in  substance 
that  such  complainant  submits  the  controversy  to  arbitration  and 
undertakes  to  abide  by  and  to  comply  fully  with  whatever  final 
award  may  be  entered  therein. 

Any  exhibitor  or  distributor  who  intervenes  as  a party  in  any 
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arbitration  proceeding  as  provided  in  the  Rules  of  Arbitration  and 
Appeals,  shall  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Arbitration  Tribunal  a 
submission,  in  the  form  and  executed  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  Administrator,  which  shall  provide,  in  substance,  that  such 
intervenor  submits  to  the  arbitration  and  undertakes  to  abide  by 
and  to  accept  whatever  final  award  may  be  entered  therein. 

Representatives  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  duly  authorized  in 
writing,  shall  be  permitted  reasonable  access  during  regular  office 
hours  to  all  books,  ledgers,  accounts,  correspondence,  memoranda 
and  other  records  and  documents  in  the  possession  or  under  the 
control  of  the  Appeal  Board,  of  the  Arbitration  Tribunal,  and  of 
the  Administrator,  which  relate  to  the  arbitration  system  and  to  the 
arbitration  of  claims  and  controversies  under  this  decree. 

XXIII. 

Jurisdiction  of  this  cause  is  retained  for  the  purpose  of: 

(a)  Enabling  any  of  the  parties  to  this  decree  to  apply  to  the 
Court  at  any  time  for  such  orders  and  directions  as  may  be  neces- 
sary or  appropriate  for  the  construction  or  carrying  out  of  this  decree, 
for  the  enforcement  of  compliance  therewith,  and  for  the  punish- 
ment of  violations  thereof; 

(b)  Enabling  any  of  the  parties  to  this  decree  to  apply  to  the 
Court  at  any  time  for  a modification  of  this  decree  in  order  to  con- 
form it  to  any  Act  of  Congress  enacted  after  the  entry  of  this  decree; 

(c)  Enabling  any  consenting  defendant  to  make  any  applica- 
tion to  the  Court  referred  to  in  any  provision  of  this  decree; 

(d)  Enabling  any  of  the  parties  to  this  decree  to  apply  to 
the  Court  at  any  time  more  than  three  years  after  the  date  of  the 
entry  of  this  decree  for  any  modification  thereof; 


(e)  Enabling  any  consenting  defendant  to  apply  to  the  Courf 
at  any  time  more  than  three  years  after  the  date  of  the  entry  of 
this  decree,  to  vacate  this  decree,  or  any  modification  thereof,  or 
to  vacate  or  modify  any  provision  thereof,  on  the  ground  that 
under  the  economic  or  competitive  conditions  existing  at  the  time 
of  such  application,  this  decree  or  any  modification  thereof,  or 
any  provision  thereof,  is  inappropriate  or  unnecessary,  or  op- 
pressive or  unduly  burdensome,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  such 
economic  or  competitive  conditions  are  new  or  unforeseen.  The 
right  of  each  consenting  defendant  to  make  any  such  application 
and  to  obtain  such  relief  is  expressly  reserved  by  them  and  is 
hereby  expressly  granted. 

Whenever  obligations  or  prohibitions  are  imposed  upon  the  de- 
fendants by  the  laws  of  any  State  or  by  rules  or  regulations  made 
pursuant  thereto,  with  which  the  defendants  by  law  must  com- 
ply, the  Court,  upon  application  of  the  defendants,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  from  time  to  time  enter  orders  relieving  the  defendants  from 
compliance  with  any  requirement  of  this  decree  in  conflict  with 
such  laws,  rules  or  regulations,  and  the  right  of  the  defendants 
to  make  such  applications  and  to  obtain  such  relief  is  expressly 
granted. 

Any  application  by  any  party  to  this  decree  under  the  provisions 
of  this  section  shall  be  made  in  open  court  upon  notice  to  all  of  the 
other  parties  to  this  decree,  and  each  such  party,  upon  such  ap- 
plication, shall  have  the  right  and  privilege  of  requiring  the  pro- 
duction of  witnesses  upon  whose  testimony  such  application  is 
sought  or  opposed,  and  of  examining  and  cross-examining  such 
witnesses  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Court. 


Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals 


Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals  Pursuant  to  Subdivi- 
sion 6 of  Section  XXll  of  the  Decree  in  the  Above  Entitled 
Action: 

I.  Initiation  oi  Arbitration 

An  arbitration  proceeding  shall  be  initiated  by  filing  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  having  jurisdiction  of  the  controversy  a 
Demand  for  Arbitration  and  a submission  as  provided  in  subdivision 
9 of  Section  XXII  of  the  Decree,  and  by  paying  a filing  fee  of  $10.00 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal. 

Filed  herewith  and  made  a part  of  these  Rules  is  a map  showing 
the  territory  throughout  which  each  Arbitration  Tribunal  shall  have 
jurisdiction  (each  of  which  territories  is  hereinafter  called  an  Ar- 
bitration District),  and  the  city  in  each  such  Arbitration  District 
in  which  the  Arbitration  Tribunal  shall  be  located.  The  Tribunal 
having  jurisdiction  in  a particular  proceeding  shall  be  the  Tribunal 
maintained  pursuant  to  Section  XXII  of  the  Decree  in  the  Arbi- 
tration District  in  which  the  complainant's  theatre  is  located,  ex- 
cept that  when  a distributor  institutes  an  arbitration  proceeding 
the  Tribunal  having  jurisdiction  shall  be  the  Tribunal  in  the  Arbi- 
tration District  in  which  the  theatre  involved  is  located. 

The  Demand  for  Arbitration  shall  be  signed  by  the  complainant 
and  shall  set  forth: 

The  name  and  address  of  the  complaining  party;  the  name  and 
address  of  each  theatre  involved  in  the  controversy;  the  name  and 
address  of  each  exhibitor  or  distributor  against  whom  complaint 
is  made  (hereafter  sometimes  referred  to  as  a defending  party); 
the  name  and  address  of  each  other  exhibitor  and  distributor 
whose  business  or  property  it  is  believed  by  the  complainant  may 
be  affected  by  an  award  in  the  proceeding;  and  a brief  statement 
in  simple  language  of  the  claim  and  the  relief  sought. 

At  the  time  of  filing  the  Demand  the  complainant  shall  deliver 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  sufficient  copies  of  the  Demand  to 
enable  the  Clerk  to  deliver  one  copy  to  each  defending  party  and 
to  each  other  exhibitor  and  distributor  named  in  the  Demand,  and 
the  Clerk  shall  forthwith  make  such  delivery. 

Within  seven  days  after  the  date  on  which  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  delivers  a copy  of  the  Demand  to  a defending  party,  such 
party  may  sign  and  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  a list  giving 
the  name  and  address  of  each  exhibitor  or  distributor  not  named 
in  the  Demand  whose  business  or  property  it  is  believed  by  such 
party  may  be  affected  by  an  award  in  the  proceeding. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  deliver  a copy  of  the 


Demand  to  each  exhibitor  and  distributor  named  in  any  list  filed 
by  a defending  party. 

Any  exhibitor  or  distributor  named  either  in  the  Demand  or  in 
any  list  filed  by  any  defending  party  and  any  other  exhibitor  or 
distributor  whose  business  or  property  may  be  affected  by  an 
award  in  the  proceeding  may,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  first  hearing,  intervene  and  thereby  become  a party 
to  the  proceeding  by  filing  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  a state- 
ment which  shall  set  forth  his  interest  as  an  intervenor  in  the 
proceeding  and  a submission  as  provided  in  subdivision  9 of 
Section  XXII  of  the  Decree  and  by  paying  a filing  fee  of  $10.00 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal.  The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forth- 
with deliver  notice  of  each  intervention  to  each  other  party  to  the 
proceeding. 

Any  party  who  intervenes  more  than  fifteen  days  after  the  filing 
of  the  Demand  shall  not  be  entitled  to  participate  in  the  selection 
of  the  arbitrator. 

If,  at  any  time  after  the  fifteenth  day  following  the  filing  of  the 
Demand  and  prior  to  the  appointment  of  an  arbitrator,  all  parties 
to  a proceeding  who  became  parties,  by  intervention  or  otherwise, 
on  or  before  said  fifteenth  day  shall  by  written  agreement  select 
another  Tribunal  as  the  Tribunal  having  jurisdiction  and  file  such 
agreement  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  originally  having  juris- 
diction, jurisdiction  of  the  proceeding  shall  thereby  be  transferred 
to  the  Tribunal  so  selected.  Thereafter  no  further  proceedings  shall 
be  had  in  the  Tribunal  originally  having  jurisdiction  except  that 
the  Clerk  thereof  shall  forthwith  deliver  notice  of  such  transfer  to 
the  American  Arbitration  Association  and  shall  forthwith  deliver 
the  entire  file  in  such  proceeding  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  so 
selected,  who  shall  forthwith  take  the  action  prescribed  in  Rule  III 
for  the  appointment  of  an  Arbitrator  from  the  Panel  of  Arbitrators 
for  his  Tribunal. 

II. — Qualifications  of  Arbitrators 

No  person  shall  be  appointed  a member  of  a Panel  of  Arbi- 
trators established  in  accordance  with  the  Decree  who  has  any 
financial  interest  in,  or  has  or  has  had  any  connection  with,  the 
production,  distribution  or  exhibition  of  motion  pictures,  or  has  or 
has  had  any  interest  in  any  motion  picture  theatre,  as  landlord, 
lessor  or  otherwise. 

No  member  of  a Panel  shall  serve  as  an  arbitrator  in  any  pro- 
ceeding if  he  has  or  has  had  any  financial  or  other  relations  with 
any  party  to  the  proceeding,  or  has  any  interest  in  the  result  of 
the  proceeding,  or  has  any  personal  bias,  which  might  prejudice 
the  right  of  any  party  to  a fair  and  impartial  award. 
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III.  Appointment  of  Arbitrators 

Not  less  than  fifteen  nor  more  than  seventeen  days  after  the 
filing  of  the  Demand  in  accordance  with  Rule  I,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  shall  deliver  to  each  party  an  identical  list  of  arbitra- 
tors selected  from  the  Panel  of  Arbitrators,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  parties  to  indicate  thereon  their  preference  of  ar- 
bitrators. If  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  does  not  receive  the  list  from 
any  party  within  seven  days  after  the  delivery  of  the  list  to  such 
party,  all  the  names  on  such  list  shall  be  deemed  acceptable  to 
such  party. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  appoint  an  arbitrator 
from  the  names  indicated  as  acceptable  to  all  parties.  In  the 
event  no  name  appears  from  the  lists  to  be  acceptable  to  all 
parties,  or  that  none  of  those  shown  to  be  acceptable  is  available, 
the  American  Arbitration  Association  shall  appoint  an  arbitrator 
from  the  remaining  members  of  the  Panel. 

Not  less  than  sixteen  days  after  the  filing  of  the  Demand  and 
prior  to  the  appointment  of  an  arbitrator,  (or  in  the  case  of  an 
arbitration  of  a controversy  under  either  Section  IV  or  Section  VII 
of  the  Decree,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  appointment  of  an  arbi- 
trator) the  parties  to  any  controversy  may  by  written  agreement 
unanimously  appoint  one  or  more  arbitrators  from  the  Panel  of 
Arbitrators  to  arbitrate  such  controversy,  by  filing  such  agreement 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal. 

No  irregularity  in  the  appointment  of  an  arbitrator  shall  affect  the 
validity  of  the  proceeding  or  of  the  award. 

Notice  of  appointment  shall  forthwith  be  given  to  the  arbitrator 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal,  and  a signed  acceptance  obtained. 

rV.  Removal  of  Arbitrator  and  Filling  of  Vacancy 

Upon  written  application  of  any  party  prior  to  the  date  the  ar- 
bitrator's award  becomes  final,  the  American  Arbitration  Associ- 
ation shall,  upon  proof  satisfactory  to  it  that  an  arbitrator  is  dis- 
qualified under  Rule  II,  revoke  the  appointment  of  such  arbitrator 
and  declare  the  office  vacant  and  the  award,  if  any,  vacated.  No 
such  action  shall  be  taken  by  the  American  Arbitration  Association 
in  any  case  where  an  award  has  been  made  unless  the  applicant 
party  shall  have  given  five  days  notice  of  its  application  to  all 
other  parties.  Unless  application  for  disqualification  is  made  im- 
mediately following  a party's  discovery  of  the  reason  therefor,  such 
party  shall  be  deemed  to  have  waived  such  disqualification. 

The  American  Arbitration  Association  also  may  revoke  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  arbitrator  at  any  time  by  reason  of  his  neglect, 
refusal  or  failure  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office. 

If  the  appointment  of  an  arbitrator  is  revoked,  or  if  by  reason  of 
resignation,  death  or  illness,  an  arbitrator  is  unable  to  perform 
the  duties  of  his  office,  a new  arbitrator  shall  forthwith  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  from  among  the  names  ac- 
ceptable to  the  parties  or  by  the  American  Arbitration  Associ- 
ation, in  accordance  with  the  second  paragraph  of  Rule  III. 

V.  Hearings 

Hearings  shall  be  held  at  the  office  of  the  Arbitration  Tribunal 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  controversy  involved  or  at  such  other 
place  in  the  same  Arbitration  District  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  parties  with  the  consent  of  the  arbitrator. 

Hearings  shall  commence  as  promptly  as  possible  after  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  arbitrator. 

The  arbitrator  shall  fix  the  time  of  the  beginning  of  the  hearing 
and  may  adjourn  the  hearing  from  time  to  time. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  deliver  to  the  parties  written 
notice  of  the  name  of  the  arbitrator  and  of  the  time  and  place  of 
the  beginning  of  the  hearing  at  least  five  days  prior  thereto,  un- 
less such  notice  is  waived  by  the  parties. 

VI.  Procedure  at  Hearings 

The  arbitrator  shall  take  the  oath  of  office  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  the  Administrator  before  commencing  the  hearing. 

Parties  may  be  represented  by  counsel  or  by  others. 

Each  party  shall  have  the  right  to  examine  or  cross-examine  all 
witnesses. 

Witnesses  shall  testify  under  oath  or  its  legal  equivalent. 

Evidence  shall  be  received  only  at  hearings  of  which  all  parties 
shall  have  had  due  notice  and  the  arbitrator  in  making  his  award 
shall  consider  only  evidence  so  received  and  such  inspections  as 
he  may  make  hereunder. 

The  arbitrator  shall  have  power  to  require  any  party  to  pro- 
duce such  records  or  documents  as  the  arbitrator  may  deem 
necessary  to  a proper  determination  of  the  controversy.  In  lieu 
of  producing  or  offering  original  records  or  documents,  any  party 
may,  with  the  approval  of  the  arbitrator,  produce  or  offer  sworn 
copies  thereof  or  sworn  excerpts  of  the  relevant  or  material  por- 
tions thereof.  If  any  party  challenges  the  authenticity,  correctness 


or  adequacy  of  such  documents  or  excerpts,  the  arbitrator  shall 
determine  such  authenticity,  correctness  or  adequacy.  All  ex- 
hibits offered  in  evidence  shall  be  numbered  and  so  marked  as 
to  indicate  whether  or  not  they  were  received. 

The  arbitrator  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  relevancy  and  ma- 
teriality of  the  evidence  offered  and  conformity  to  legal  rules  of 
evidence  shall  not  be  necessary. 

Whenever  the  arbitrator  deems  it  necessary  he  may  make  an  in- 
spection in  connection  with  the  subject  matter  of  the  controversy 
upon  notice  to  the  parties. 

The  arbitrator  may  hear  argument  and  receive  briefs. 

VII.  Closing  and  Reopening  the  Proceeding 

After  all  parties  have  indicated  that  they  have  no  further  evi- 
dence to  offer,  the  arbitrator  shall  declare  the  proceeding  closed. 

Prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  making  an  award  the 
arbitrator  may  reopen  the  proceeding  upon  his  own  initiative,  or 
for  good  cause  upon  the  written  application  of  any  party  on  five 
days  notice  to  all  other  parties. 

At  any  time  within  twenty  days  after  the  award  has  been  filed 
the  arbitrator  may  also  reopen  the  proceeding  for  the  purpose  of 
correcting  inadvertent  errors  in  the  award. 

VIII.  Defaults  and  Withdrawals 

If  any  party  to  a proceeding  defaults  by  failure  to  comply  with 
the  fourth  paragraph  of  Rule  XI  or  withdraws  from  the  proceeding 
after  an  arbitrator  is  appointed,  the  proceeding  shall  nevertheless 
continue  to  an  award  unless  all  other  parties  to  the  proceeding  con- 
sent to  a dismissal.  A party  who  defaults  or  withdraws  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  participate  further  in  the  proceeding  but  shall  be 
bound  by  the  award. 

IX.  Powers  of  Arbitrators 

The  arbitrator  shall  have  the  powers  and  shall  perform  the 
duties  granted  to  and  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Decree  and  these 
Rules,  and  in  making  his  award  he  shall  comply  with  the  Decree 
and  these  Rules. 

X.  Awards 

The  award  shall  be  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  within 
thirty  days  from  the  date  of  closing  the  proceeding,  or  from  the  date 
fixed  by  the  arbitrator  for  the  filing  of  briefs,  whichever  is  later. 

The  award  shall  be  specific,  shall  contain  such  findings  as  are 
required  by  the  Decree  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  arbitrator  and 
acknowledged  before  a notary  pulic  or  other  officer  duly  authorized 
to  administer  oaths. 

In  his  award  the  arbitrator  shall  assess  costs  against  the  losing 
party  or  parties  or  apportion  them  among  the  parties  as  he  may 
deem  proper.  Costs  shall  be  limited  to  the  arbitrator's  fee  and 
the  filing  fees. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  deliver  a copy  of  the 
award  and  any  corrected  award  to  each  party,  with  the  date  of 
filing  endorsed  thereon. 

The  award,  or,  if  corrected,  the  corrected  award,  shall  become 
final  and  binding  upon  the  parties  upon  the  expiration  of  the  time 
for  filing  a notice  of  appeal  therefrom,  unless  an  appeal  is  taken 
in  accordance  with  these  Rules. 

XI.  Arbitrator's  Fees 

The  American  Arbitration  Association  shall  fix  for  each  Arbi- 
tration District  the  per  diem  rate  of  the  arbitrator's  fee,  which  in 
no  event  shall  exceed  $50.00  per  diem.  The  arbitrator  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  per  diem  fee  for  each  day  or  part  thereof  that  he  shall 
attend  a hearing  or  make  an  inspection. 

Any  expenses  incurred  by  an  arbitrator  in  making  inspections 
as  provided  in  Rule  VI,  and  in  conducting  hearings  at  other  places 
than  the  Tribunal  office  as  provided  in  Rule  V,  shall  be  borne 
equally  by  the  parties. 

No  other  compensation  or  expenses  and  no  gratuities  or  benefits 
of  any  kind  shall  be  paid  to  or  conferred  upon  an  arbitrator  by  any 
party. 

Prior  to  the  commencement  of  each  day's  hearing  or  inspection, 
each  party  to  the  proceeding  shall  deposit  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  a sum  equal  to  the  arbitrator's  per  diem  fee.  Failure  to 
make  such  deposit  shall  constitute  a default. 

After  the  award  is  filed,  the  arbitrator  shall  be  paid  his  fee  out 
of  the  sums  deposited  by  the  parties  to  the  proceeding.  The 
Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  return  any  undisbursed  sums  to  the 
parties  entitled  thereto  upon  the  final  disposition  of  the  controversy. 

XII.  Stenographic  Costl 

The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  the  taking  of  a stenographic  record  of  the  testimony  when  such 


1.  Under  Kiile  XIV  no  appeal  ran  be  taken  unless  three  copies  of  the  tran- 
script of  the  record  or  an  al>breviati<»n  thereof  are  filed  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Tribunal. 
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a record  is  requested  by  one  or  more  of  the  parties,  who  shall 
deposit  the  cost  thereof  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal. 

Any  party  desiring  a transcript  of  the  stenographic  record  of 
the  hearing  shall  pay  the  cost  thereof  and  in  the  event  that  such 
party  did  not  pay  the  cost  of  taking  the  stenographic  record  it  shall 
reimburse  the  other  party  or  parties  for  the  cost  thereof. 

XIII.  Extensions  of  Time 

The  parties  may  in  writing  unanimously  agree  to  extend  the  time 
specified  in  any  of  the  foregoing  Rules  and,  exceot  as  to  Rule  X,  the 
arbitrator  may  extend  such  time  upon  the  written  application  of 
any  party  upon  five  days  notice  to  all  other  parties. 

XrV.  Notice  of  Appeal 

Any  party  to  a proceeding  may  appeal  from  an  award  by  filing 
a notice  of  appeal  with,  and  paying  a filing  fee  of  $25.00  to,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  in  which  the  award  was  made,  not  later  than 
twenty  days  after  the  date  of  filing  of  the  award  or  the  corrected 
award.  The  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith  deliver  a copy 
of  the  notice  of  appeal  with  the  date  of  filing  endorsed  thereon  to 
each  party  to  the  proceeding  and  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal 
Board. 

The  appellant  shall  have  made  at  his  own  expense,  and,  within 
ten  days  after  filing  the  notice  of  appeal,  shall  file  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Tribunal  in  which  the  award  was  made,  three  copies  of  the 
transcript  of  the  stenographic  record  of  the  hearing  or  such  ab- 
breviation thereof  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties, 

XV.  Record  on  Appeal 

Upon  receipt  of  the  three  copies  of  the  transcript  or  an  agreed 
abbreviation  thereof  filed  by  the  appellant,  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal 
shall  forthwith  prepare  the  record  on  appeal  which  shall  consist  of 
the  following. 

1.  The  Demand  for  Arbitration  and  the  submission. 

2.  Statements  and  submissions  of  intervening  parties. 

3.  Notice  of  appointment  and  signed  acceptance  of  the  arbi- 
trator. 

4.  Clerk's  record  of  hearing. 

5.  Three  copies  of  the  transcript  of  the  stenographic  record  of 
hearing  or  such  abbreviation  thereof  as  may  have  been 
agreed  upon  by  the  parties. 

6.  Exhibits  received  in  evidence  and  exhibits  offered  but  not 
received  in  evidence,  except  such  as  may  be  omitted  by 
stipulation  of  the  parties. 

7.  The  award. 

Unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  Appeal  Board,  the  record  on 
appeal  shall  remain  on  file  in  the  Tribunal  until  the  expiration  of 
the  time  for  filing  of  all  briefs  as  provided  in  Rule  XVI. 

Immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  such  time  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  shall  transmit  the  record  on  appeal  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Appeal  Board. 

XVI.  Proceedings  on  Appeal 

Within  thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  the  notice  of  appeal,  each 
party  shall  deliver  a copy  of  his  brief  on  appeal  to  every  other 
party  and  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board  six  copies  of 
such  brief  with  proof  of  delivery  of  a copy  thereof  to  each  other 
party. 

Within  forty  days  after  the  filing  of  the  notice  of  appeal,  each 
party  shall  deliver  a copy  of  any  answering  brief  to  each  other 
party  and  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board  six  copies  of  such 
brief  with  proof  of  delivery  of  a copy  thereof  to  each  other  party. 

Upon  the  written  agreement  of  all  parties  the  Appeal  Board  shall, 
and  upon  its  own  initiative  may,  order  oral  argument.  At  any 
time  not  later  than  five  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
filing  answering  briefs  any  party  may  apply  to  the  Appeal  Board 
for  permission  to  present  oral  argument.  Such  application  shall 
be  in  writing,  shall  state  the  reasons  therefor  and  shall  be  filed 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board,  together  with  proof  of  delivery 
of  a copy  thereof  to  each  other  party.  Any  objection  to  such  ap- 
plication shall  be  made  in  writing  and  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Appeal  Board,  together  with  proof  of  delivery  of  a copy  thereof  to 
each  other  party,  within  five  days  after  the  filing  of  the  applica- 
tion. The  ruling  on  such  application  shall  be  made  by  the  Appeal 
Board  forthwith  after  the  expiration  of  the  five-day  period  allowed 
for  the  filing  of  objections  and  a copy  of  the  ruling  shall  forth- 
with be  delivered  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board  to  all  parties. 

When  the  Appeal  Board  has  ordered  oral  argument  it  shall  fix 
the  date  thereof.  The  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board  shall  deliver  to 
the  parties  notice  in  writing  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  argu- 
ment, at  least  ten  days  prior  thereto. 

Oral  arguments  shall  be  heard  by  the  Appeal  Board  only  in 
New  York,  New  York. 

XVII.  Decision  and  Opinion  of  the  Appeal  Board 

All  members  of  the  Appeal  Board  shall  pass  on  all  appeals  and, 
except  as  provided  in  Rule  XIX,  on  all  other  matters,  and  the  con- 


currence of  two  shall  be  necessary  to  a decision. 

The  decision  of  the  Appeal  Board  together  with  an  opinion  stat- 
ing the  reasons  therefor  shall  be  in  writing  and  signed  by  the 
members  of  the  Appeal  Board  or  a majority  thereof.  The  decision 
shall  be  acknowledged  before  a notary  public  or  other  officer  duly 
authorized  to  administer  oaths.  The  decision  and  opinion  shall  be 
filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Appeal  Board,  who  shall  forthwith  file  a 
copy  thereof  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  and  shall  forthwith 
deliver  a copy  thereof  to  each  of  the  parties.  The  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  shall  forthwith  notify  each  of  the  parties  of  the  date  of 
filing  with  him. 

The  Appeal  Board  in  its  decision  may  affirm,  modify,  correct  or 
reverse  the  award  of  the  arbitrator,  including  provision  for  costs 
therein,  or  may  remand  the  proceeding  to  the  Tribunal  for  a re- 
hearing or  for  further  action  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of 
the  Appeal  Board. 

The  Appeal  Board  in  its  decision  may  assess  the  cost  of  the 
stenographic  record  and  of  the  transcript  thereof  against  the  losing 
party  or  parties,  or  apportion  it  among  the  parties  as  it  deems 
proper. 

XVIII.  Proceedings  Subsequent  to  Decision  of  Appeal  Board 

Unless  the  Appeal  Board  remands  the  proceeding  to  the  Tribunal 
or  reopens  the  proceeding  as  hereinafter  provided,  the  decision 
of  the  Appeal  Board  shall  become  the  final  award  and  shall  be- 
cpme  binding  on  all  parties  ten  days  after  it  is  filed  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Tribunal. 

When  the  Appeal  Board  remands  a proceeding  the  arbitration 
shall  thereupon  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Ap- 
peal Board. 

Within  ten  days  after  the  decision  of  the  Appeal  Board  has  been 
filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  the  Appeal  Board  may  reopen 
the  proceeding  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  inadvertent  errors.  In 
such  case  the  corrected  decision  shall  be  signed  and  acknowledged 
and  copies  thereof  shall  be  delivered  and  filed  as  provided  in  Rule 
XVII.  Such  corrected  decision,  unless  it  remands  the  proceeding  to 
the  Tribunal,  shall  become  the  final  award  and  shall  become  bind- 
ing on  all  parties  when  it  is  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal, 
or  ten  days  after  the  decision  corrected  thereby  was  filed  with 
the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal,  whichever  is  later. 

XIX.  Extension  of  Time 

The  parties  may  by  written  agreement  extend  the  time  speci- 
fied in  any  of  the  Rules  relating  to  appeals,  and  any  member  of 
the  Appeal  Board  may  do  so  upon  the  written  application  of  any 
party  made  upon  five  days  notice  to  all  other  parties. 

XX.  Submission  of  Other  Controversies 

Controversies  between  exhibitors  and  distributors  other  than 
those  referred  to  in  subdivision  1 of  Section  XXII  of  the  Decree 
may  be  submitted  to  the  arbitration  system  by  the  parties  thereto, 
provided: 

(a)  At  least  one  of  the  parties  thereto  is  a distributor  de- 
fendant as  defined  in  the  Decree;  and 

(b)  A submission  in  writing  setting  forth  the  controversy  to 
be  arbitrated  is  signed  by  all  the  parties  thereto  and  filed 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  having  jurisdiction. 

These  rules  insofar  as  they  are  applicable  shall  apply  to  the 
arbitration  of  such  controversies  except  as  the  submission  may 
otherwise  provide  and  except  that  no  exhibitor  or  distributor  may 
intervene  therein. 

XXL  Access  to  Records 

At  no  time  shall  access  to  the  record  of  any  proceeding  or  appeal 
be  permitted  to  any  person  not  a party,  except  that  awards,  de- 
cisions and  opinions  may  be  made  public. 

XXn.  Definitions 

"Decree"  means  the  Consent  Decree  dated  November  20,  1940, 
entered  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Southern 
District  of  New  York  in  an  action  entitled  "United  States  of  America 
vs.  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  et  al." 

"Arbitration  Tribunal"  and  "Tribunal"  mean  the  Tribunal  estab- 
lished by  the  American  Arbitration  Association  in  any  city  as  pro- 
vided in  the  Decree. 

"Clerk  of  the  Tribunal"  means  the  Clerk  of  the  Arbitration  Tri- 
bunal having  jurisdiction. 

"File  with  the  Clerk"  means  actual  receipt  by  the  Clerk. 

"Deliver"  or  "Delivery"  means  either  personal  delivery  or  the 
placing  of  the  document  in  the  mails  properly  stamped  and  ad- 
dressed to  the  person  intended  to  receive  such  document. 

"Proof  of  Delivery"  means  an  admission  of  delivery  or  an  af- 
fidavit of  personal  delivery  or  of  mailing. 

"Award"  means  award  and  findings. 

"Person"  means  any  individual,  partnership,  unincorporated  as- 
sociation or  corporation. 
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Read  the  reproduced  letter  showing  how  one  of 
the  aggressive  managers  of  a unit  of  the  New  York 
City  Bolognino  circuit  feels  about  Movie  Time  and 
its  values  for  his  successful  uptown  neighborhood 
house. 


is  a Low  Cost,  Illustrated 
Weekly  Newspaper,  House 
Organ  and  Hollywood 
Gossip  Magazine  for 
YOUR  THEATRE 

Now  being  used  successfully  and  profitably  by  Ex- 
hibitors in  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Theatre  managements  are  recovering  its  full  cost  by 
selling  advertising  space  to  stores,  shops,  fountains, 
cafeterias,  laundries  and  neighborhood  firms,  thereby 
obtaining  it  each  week  without  adding  a penny  to  op- 
erating overhead. 

You  can  do  this  with  equal  success  for  YOUR  thea- 
tre. Write  now  for  sample  issues.  When  samples  reach 
you  sign  and  mail  us  your  contract  (with  check)  on 
form  at  bottom  of  page. 

MOVIE  TIME,  printed  on  magazine  quality  stock,  is 
a business  builder,  a patronage  stimulant  and  it  gives 
you  each  week  a newspaper  with  your  own  theatre's 
name,  with  exclusive  rights  in  your  patronage  area. 

You  can  get  it  on  a 13- week  trial  contract  without 
committing  yourself  for  a year,  ^?any  theatres  following 
a 13- week  trial  order  then  signed  for  a year  ahead  to 
keep  so  valuable  a medium  from  getting  into  the  hands 
of  an  opposition  house. 


PRINTING  SYNDICATE  COMPANY,  Date 1940 

4804  East  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Please  enter  our  order  for weekly  copies  of  MOVIE  TIME  for  use  by  the 

(Quantity) 

Theatre  each  week  for  a minimum  of  13  weeks,  starting  with  the  first  available 

issue  after  receipt  of  this  order,  and  continuing  thereafter  subject  to  cancellation  on  15  days  notice  in  writing. 

We  agree  to  pay  $ each  week,  two  weeks  in  advance  of  shipments,  each  of  which  will 

contain  a two  weeks'  supply  of  MOVIE  TIME  for  our  use. 

Check  for  the  first  two  weeks'  supply  accompanies  this  order  and  it  is  agreed  that  remittances  will  be 
sent  for  each  subsequent  two  weeks'  supply  in  advance  of  shipment,  otherwise  shipment  will  be  sent  C.  O.  D. 

MOVIE  TIME  is  to  be  sent  flat  so  that  imprinting  can  be  made  on  front  and  back  pages  at  the  some  time. 
Space  for  theatre  name  imprint  is  provided  above  the  name  MOVIE  TIME  and  for  date  line  beneath  it  on 
the  front  page;  the  back  page  is  entirely  blank  for  theatre's  imprinting  in  any  manner  that  it  sees  fit. 

It  is  understood  that  we  have  exclusive  privilege  on  MOVIE  TIME  in  the  above  named  theatre's  com- 
munity or  business  zone. 

Signed  by 


Name  of  Theatre. 


Address 


Sees  Decree,  Sherman 
Act  "Inadequate" 


Washington — Branding  the  consent  de- 
cree and  the  Sherman  act  as  inadequate. 
Dr.  Ray  Lyman  Wilbur,  president  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Research  Council,  has 
served  notice  that  his  organization  will 
continue  to  work  for  the  enactment  of  fed- 
eral legislation  outlawing  all  forms  of 
compulsory  block  booking  and  blind  sell- 
ing. 

In  a statement  issued  through  the  legis- 
lative committee  of  the  organization  in 
Washington,  Dr.  Wilbur  called  for  imme- 
diate enactment  of  the  Neely  bill,  assert- 
ing that  the  refusal  of  Congress  to  ad- 
journ paved  the  way  for  further  consider- 
ation of  the  measure. 

Only  by  restoring  control  of  motion  pic- 
tures to  the  community,  he  contended,  can 
the  United  States  fight  the  spread  of 
totalitarian  propaganda  and  American 
children  be  spared  the  fate  of  those  in 
Europe. 

"Way  Cleared  lor  Neely  Bill" 

“Now  that  the  signing  of  the  decree  has 
convinced  us  that  only  temporary  and  in- 
adequate relief  from  the  evils  of  block 
booking  can  be  hoped  for  under  the  Sher- 
man act,”  he  said,  “the  way  is  cleared  for 
prompt  action  by  Congress  on  the  Neely 
bill. 

“This  bill,  which  would  permanently 
abolish  compulsory  block  booking  and 
blind  selling,  has  been  before  Congress  for 
more  than  five  years.  Twice  it  has  been 
passed  by  the  United  States  Senate.  For 
many  months  it  has  been  pigeon-holed 
with  the  House  committee  on  interstate 
and  foreign  commerce  awaiting  the  out- 
come of  the  long-drawn-out  negotiations 
for  the  consent  decree  signed  by  Judge 
Goddard.  Congress’  refusal  to  adjourn 
still  affords  time  for  ite  passage  this  ses- 
sion.” 

"Factor  in  Democracy" 

Emphasizing  the  importance  which  is 
attributed  to  freedom  in  community  choice 
of  films  as  “an  indispensable  factor  in  the 
preservation  of  democracy,”  Dr.  Wilbur 
said:  “Everywhere  the  motion  picture  is 
recognized  today  as  one  of  the  most  pow- 
erful educational  and  propaganda  media 
of  modem  times.  Certainly  the  dictators 
have  not  overlooked  it. 

“The  importance  of  securing  local  con- 
trol of  such  media  is  re-emphasized  by 
the  tragic  way  in  which  the  minds  of  chil- 
dren and  youth  in  totalitarian  countries 
are  conditioned  by  government  control  of 
these  media.  American  children  can  be 
spared  a similar  fate  only  if  we  continue 
to  recognize  this  democratic  philosophy 
which  heretofore  has  always  guided  educa- 
tion and  government  in  America.” 


"Boom  Town"  -Advanced 
Price  Dates  Near  5M0 

New  York— Despite  what  is  described  as 
a reluctance  on  the  part  of  late  runs  in 
key  cities  to  boost  prices  for  “Boom  Town” 
after  first  runs  have  considerably  extended 
their  engagements,  M-G-M  has  booked 
close  to  5,000  dates  on  the  film  at  the 
“suggested”  increase  of  33 1/3  per  cent  for 
evening  performances  and  25  per  cent  for 
afternoon  shows.  The  company  has  not  re- 
laxed its  policy  in  recommending  higher 
scales  for  future  bookings,  according  to 
spokesmen  here. 


Scale  May  Be  Sliding 

New  York- — The  cost  to  exhibitors  for  the  services  of  an  arbitrator,  which  is  now 
stipulated  in  the  consent  decree  not  to  exceed  $50  per  diem,  may  be  put  on  a sliding 
scale  in  order  to  make  it  as  inexpensive  as  possible  for  complainants  to  arbitrate 

disputes. 

In  other  words,  the  AAA  is  said  to  be  taking  under  advisement  the  classification 
of  disputes.  The  territory  in  which  they  are  heard  will  also  be  a factor.  Thus,  for 
instance,  if  an  arbitrator  is  called  in  to  hear  a complaint  involving  clearance  over  a 
single  picture  which  might  not  consume  more  than  a few  hours  to  settle,  the  cost 
might  be  put  on  a flat  basis  of,  say,  $20.  Other  flat  scales  may  be  set  for  other 
complaints  of  a "cut  and  dried"  nature. 

The  AAA  is  negotiating  for  leasing  of  the  19th  floor  at  8 West  40th  St.,  the  building 
in  which  its  headquarters  are  located,  for  the  film  tribunal  embracing  the  New  York 
exchange  territory.  The  AAA  now  has  the  18th  floor  in  the  building. 


Golden  Sets  First  Film  Trade  in  War 
Film  for  Monogram  Industries  Proposal 


Hollywood — Marking  his  initial  ven- 
ture as  an  independent  producer,  Edward 
A.  Golden,  former  sales  manager  for  Mono- 
gram, will  produce  “Rip  Van  Winkle”  for 
the  company.  He  has  been  interested  in 
the  story  for  some  time  and  now  is  set  to 
bring  the  story  to  the  screen  on  his  own. 
It  is  understood  Monogram  will  partly 
finance  the  feature  with  Golden  having 
arranged  for  the  balance  of  the  cost. 


Rifkin  Monogram  Officer; 

Hulling  to  the  Board 

Hollywood — 'Herman  Rifkin  has  been 
elected  vice-president  and  a director  of 
Monogram,  while  Mel  Hulling  also  has 
joined  the  company’s  directorate,  accord- 
ing to  an  announcement  by  President  W. 
Ray  Johnston.  Rifkin  is  a veteran  New 
England  distributor  and  one  of  the  origi- 
nal organizers  of  Monogram  Pictures  in 
1930.  His  exchanges  became  identified 
with  Republic  in  1935  and  he  sold  his 
franchise  to  Herbert  J.  Yates,  Republic 
head,  last  year.  Rifkin  also  operates  eight 
theatres  in  Massachusetts. 

Hulling  replaces  Thomas  P.  Loach,  for- 
mer vice-president,  who  resigned.  Hulling 
has  been  connected  with  the  industry  for  a 
quarter-century  and  has  been  with  Mono- 
gram since  1938  when,  in  partnership  with 
Ray  Olmstead  and  Howard  Stubbing,  he 
managed  the  San  Francisco  office  for 
Monogram  Pictures  of  California  and  the 
Northwest.  In  1939  Hulling  was  appointed 
Pacific  Coast  district  manager. 

R.  V,  Anderson  Succumbs 
To  Prolonged  Illness 

New  York — R.  V.  (Dick)  Anderson, 
widely  known  in  distribution  and  more 
particularly  in  the  newsreel  field,  died 
Thursday  afternoon  at  the  Claridge  Hotel 
after  an  illness  of  several  months.  He  is 
survived  by  his  widow,  Ruth.  Anderson,  53 
last  Wednesday,  was  a past  master  of 
Pacific  Lodge  233  F.  and  A.  M. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Anderson  was 
associated  with  RKO  where  he  devoted  his 
time  to  the  physical  distribution  of  Pathe 
News  in  conjunction  with  Harry  Michal- 
son,  short  subjects  sales  manager,  and  Sid 
Kramer,  manager  of  the  print  and  negative 
department. 

Anderson  at  one  time  was  sales  manager 
of  Hearst  International  Newsreel,  fore- 
runner of  the  current  News  of  the  Day, 
later  becoming  head  of  Universal  Newsreel. 


Washington  — Immediate  regimentation 
of  all  American  industry,  including  films, 
is  seen  in  Washington  as  following  enact- 
ment of  legislation  which  has  been  intro- 
duced in  Congress  by  Republican  Sen. 
Robert  A.  Taft  of  Ohio,  providing  for  the 
setting  up  of  a war  industries  administra- 
tion to  take  over  the  work  now  being  done 
by  the  national  defense  advisory  commis- 
sion. 

Dissatisfied  with  conditions  under  the 
headless  advisory  commission  of  seven. 
Army  and  Navy  officials  for  some  time 
have  been  endeavoring  to  have  put  into 
effect  their  industrial  mobilization  plan, 
worked  out  last  year,  under  which  every 
industry  and  practically  every  establish- 
ment in  each  industry  would  be  given  a 
specific  part  to  play  in  the  national  de- 
fense program. 

Headed  by  an  administrator  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  the  war  resources 
administration  would  have  practically  a 
dictatorship  over  industry.  It  would  be 
empowered  to  formulate  the  basic  policies 
for  the  mobilization  of  the  economic  and 
industrial  resources  of  the  country,  to  con- 
struct and  operate,  or  turn  over  to  private 
manufacturers  for  operation,  such  facili- 
ties as  may  be  required  for  the  production 
of  necessities  of  war,  while  at  the  same 
time  planning  for  the  reduction  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  non-essential  industries  in  time 
of  emergency  and  their  conversion  to  more 
useful  war  purposes. 

Under  the  present  setup,  plants  manu- 
facturing for  the  government  are  being 
overloaded  and  there  are  possibilities  of 
delays  in  delivery  of  important  items.  Army 
and  Navy  officials  believe  these  bottle- 
necks would  be  eliminated  under  their 
plan,  which  contemplates  the  assignment 
of  orders  to  plants  regardless  of  whether 
they  asked  for  government  business. 

To  make  such  a plan  workable,  it  is 
contended,  the  government  must  have  the 
authority  also  to  control  the  operations  of 
other  industries,  which  may  produce  non- 
essentials  with  machinery  and  materials 
usable  for  defense  purposes. 

No  specific  industry  is  mentioned  in  the 
bill,  but  the  Army-Navy  board  has  its 
plans  for  each  industry,  including  motion 
pictures.  Technical  men  in  the  film  in- 
dustry could  well  be  absorbed  by  the  mili- 
tary services  as  specialists  in  the  event  of 
war,  and  military  uses  also  could  be  found 
for  some  of  the  studios,  leaving  a few  to 
operate  to  produce  pictures  for  public  con- 
sumption as  well  as  recreation  for  the 
Army  and  Navy  during  an  emergency. 
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pREDAY  was  Red  Letter  Day  for  Arch 

Reeve  and  Maurice  A.  Bergman.  Reeve 
resigned  his  post  as  advertising  manager 
at  20th  Century-Fox,  so  the  boys  around 
town  gave  him  a party  at  the  Tower  Club 
at  the  Park  Central  Hotel.  Bergman  ac- 
quired Reeve’s  vacated  spot,  so  another  set 
of  boys  gave  him  a party  at  the  East  Ball 
Room  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  The  Bergman 
party  was  in  the  form  of  a luncheon.  The 
Reeve  dinner  was  notable  for  the  complete 
absence  of  speeches.  Charles  McCarthy  said 
all  there  was  to  say  as  he  presented  Reeve 
with  an  engraved  wrist  watch.  Bob  How- 
ard was  on  hand  to  tickle  the  ivories  and 
chuckle  a few  ditties.  In  case  Reeve  felt 
he  was  being  done  out  of  something  be- 
cause there  were  no  speeches,  some  of  his 
colleagues  arranged  for  him  to  take  home 
a series  of  records  on  which  he  can  hear 
a lot  of  speeches  any  time  he  slips  the 
platters  into  the  talking  machine.  On  hand 
were,  among  others,  S.  Barret  McCormick, 
Gus  Eyssell,  Paul  Benjamin,  Lester 
Thompson,  A1  Wilkie,  Jerome  Beatty,  Ed 
McNamee,  Mark  Larkin,  Rodney  Bush,  Earl 
Wingart,  Roger  Perri,  Lou  Shanfield,  Jerry 
Novat,  Frank  Moneyhun,  Lou  Rydell  and 
Red  Kann.  Ferri  put  out  a special  edi- 
tion of  the  20th  Century-Fox  Dynamo  for 
the  occasion. 

The  Bergman  shindig  was  very  much  in 
the  nature  of  a surprise.  There  were  about 
100  present;  entirely  from  the  home  of- 
fice. Nate  Spingold  made  the  sole  speech 
as  he  presented  Bergman  with  a gold  dress 
watch,  suitably  inscribed.  Directly  behind 
the  guest’s  table  was  a 20-foot  banner  Hoith 
this  copy:  “Columbia  Pictures  presents  to 
Fox  ‘Golden  Boygman’ — (Tentative  title) 
— starring  Maurice  A.  Bergman."  The  guest 
was  also  the  butt  of  a gag  press  book, 
copiously  illustrated  with  art  and  fetching 
copy.  The  crowd  included  Abe  Montague, 
Rube  Jackter,  Louis  Astor,  Louis  Barbano, 
B.  Birnbaum,  W . Brennan,  Jack  Nat,  Max 
Cohn,  Eve  Ettinger,  J.  Frieberg,  R.  Fergu- 
son, H.  Golden,  I.  Gillman,  Hal  Mode, 
W.  Harrison,  L.  Jaffe,  Hank  Kaufman,  Joe 
McConville,  Frank  McGrann,  Irving  Mo- 
ross,  Dave  O’Malley,  Arnold  and  Leonard 
Picker,  Abe  Schneider,  Hortense  Schorr, 
Max  Seligman,  Al  Sherman,  Harry  Takiff, 
Louis  Weinberg,  Mort  and  Irving  Wormser 
and  Max  Weisfeldt. 

First  reports  made  at  the  luncheon  meet- 
ing of  the  amusement  division  of  the  New 
York  and  Brooklyn  Federations  of  Jewish 
Charities  held  at  the  Hotel  Astor  indicate 
the  industry  will  exceed  the  record  sum 
of  $150,000  raised  in  1939.  Maj.  Albert 
Warner,  co-chairman  with  David  Bern- 
stein, presided.  Marvin  Schenck,  B.  S. 
Moss,  Leopold  Friedman  and  Ben  Bernie 
were  appointed  a committee  to  arrange  the 
annual  luncheon,  which  will  climax  the 
1940  effort  of  the  amusement  division. 
Louis  Nizer  will  be  in  charge  of  program 
arrangements.  Others  who  attended  and 
reported  on  progress  in  various  branches 
of  the  industry  were  Max  B.  Blackman, 
Harry  Buxbaum,  Joe  Lee,  Max  Cohen,  Ar- 
thur Israel,  Jules  Levey,  Louis  Phillips,  L. 
W.  Schneider,  Walter  Reade,  Sam  Rinz- 
ler,  Herman  Robbins,  Harold  Rodner,  Max 
Rudnick,  Edward  Rugoff,  Abe  Schneider, 
Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  Saul  Trauner,  A.  P. 
Waxman,  David  Weinstock,  Max  Seligman, 
Leon  Goldberg  and  Charles  Moses. 

Charles  K.  Stern,  assistant  treasurer  of 
Loew’s,  left  Friday  for  Hollywood  where 
he  will  spend  about  10  days  at  the  M-G-M 
studios.  From  there  he  will  go  to  Arizona 
for  about  two  weeks’  vacationing  before  re- 
turning to  the  home  office  . . . Ed  Hat- 
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rick  has  his  eye  on  Miami  and  the  Crom- 
well penthouse.  He  plans  to  leave  Jan- 
uary 10  . . . Humphrey  Bogart  is  in  town 
from  the  coast  for  his  personal  appearance 
engagement  at  the  Strand  starting  Decem- 
ber 6 . . . George  Buck,  brother  of  the 
head  of  Ascap,  is  company  manager  for 
“The  Great  Dictator’’  at  the  Astor.  Inci- 
dentally, Mike  Rosen  of  the  Loew  home 
office  is  doubling  in  brass,  having  taken 
over  Lee  Kamern’s  duties  as  Astor  mana- 
ger while  the  latter  recuperates  from  an 
appendectomy. 

Leopold  Fi'iedman,  Rfth  Avenue  squire 
and  general  counsel  of  Loew’s,  is  all  set 
to  head  for  a Miami  vacation  the  middle  of 
next  month  . . . Nicholas  Nayfack  of 
M-G-M’s  studio  legal  staff  and  his  wife, 
Lynne  Carver,  left  Tuesday  night  for  Hol- 
lywood after  a brief  stay  here  . . . Jack 
Cohn,  Nate  Spingold  and  Rube  Jackter  are 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


BANK  DICK,  THE  (Univ)— W.  C.  Fields'  in- 
imitable brand  of  buffoonery  never  ap- 
peared to  better  advantage  than  in  this 
geared-for-speed  funfest.  For  those  who 
relish  their  humor  as  broad  as  a moving 
van,  it  will  be  a laugh  riot.  There's  a 
typical  Fieldian  gag  every  minute  and  a 
Keystone  Kop  chase  finish  that  will  have 
the  customers  on  the  edges  of  their  seats. 
Edward  F.  Cline  directed. 

DR.  KILDARE'S  CRISIS  (M-G-M)— Its  marquee 
magnetism  bolstered  by  the  addition  of 
Robert  Young  to  the  cast,  this  latest  in  the 
Kildare  series  is  a notch  or  two  above  aver- 
age and  should  prove  a satisfactory  chap- 
ter for  followers  of  the  young  medico's  ad- 
ventures. Young  and  Lew  Ayres  turn  in 
excellent  acting  chores.  Harold  S.  Bucquel 
directed. 

JENNIE  (20th-Fox) — Coaxing  audiences  in  for 
this  one  may  be  tough,  but  once  inside 
they're  sure  to  enjoy  the  simple,  heart 
warming  tale  of  a stem,  iron  willed  Ger- 
man father  and  of  a girl  who  rebelled 
against  his  rule.  Performances  are  more 
than  adequate,  the  work  of  one,  'Virginia 
Gilmore,  in  the  title  role,  being  particularly 
meritorious.  Sol  M.  Wurtzel  produced; 
David  Burton  directed. 

SECOND  CHORUS  (Para't)— Fred  Astaire, 
who  is  starred  with  Paulette  Goddard, 
dances  just  enough  to  remind  fans  that 
he  still  has  the  most  nimble  pair  of  male 
feet  in  filmdom.  The  rest  of  the  time  he  is 
busy  delivering  a topnotch  comedy  per- 
formance, as  is  Burgess  Meredith,  who 
shares  acting  honors.  The  picture,  which 
gives  promise  of  attaining  the  hit  classifi- 
cation, is  a nonsensical  revelation  of  the 
behind-the-scenes  activity  of  a popular 
dance  band,  with  Artie  Shaw  and  his  mu- 
sicians supplying  authentic  atmosphere. 
Boris  Morros  produced;  H.  C.  Potter  di- 
rected. 

Complete  reviews  on  the  above  pictures 
will  appear  in  an  early  issue. 


back  from  the  coast  and  Tucson,  Ariz., 
where  they  attended  the  premiere  of  “Ari- 
zona” . . . C.  C.  Moskowitz  can  very  mod- 
estly take  title  to  being  the  world’s  cham- 
pion weight  guesser.  He  pulled  a 100  per 
cent  rating  recently  when  he  sized  up  a 
Boxoffice  news  sleuth,  stating  his  experi- 
ence at  Palisades  Park  has  not  been  in 
vain  . . . Many  Reiner  is  back  from  Mil- 
waukee and  Chicago  with  plenty  of  space 
garnered  on  the  Radio  Quiz  Kids  p.  a.  in 
both  cities. 

Ed  Mantell,  who  operates  three  Bronx 
houses,  plans  to  definitely  get  away  for 
Orlando,  Fla.,  the  middle  of  next  month. 
His  sister  and  brother-in-law,  the  Marc 
Blocks,  have  been  in  the  southern  city  for 
some  weeks  awaiting  his  arrival  . . . Bob 
Perkins  has  been  vacationing  the  past  ten 
days  at  his  cabin  in  the  Carolinas.  The 
Warner  Bros,  general  counsel  took  the  first 
train  south  as  soon  as  official  word  got 
around  Judge  Goddard  had  signed  the  con- 
sent decree  ...  Ed  Finney,  producer  for 
Monogram,  spent  a few  days  in  town  hob- 
nobbing with  friends,  then  returned  to 
Hollywood  . . . Ralph  Austrian,  RCA 
executive,  has  returned  from  the  coast  . . . 
J.  A.  McConville,  Columbia  foreign  head, 
is  back  from  a trip  to  South  America  . . . 
Bob  Schless,  Warner  Bros,  foreign  chief, 
is  now  touring  South  America  . . . George 
Skouras  was  being  jibed  no  end  the  other 
day  by  friends  approaching  him  at  Nick’s 
Hunting  Room  and  congratulating  him  for 
the  Greek  victories  in  the  war  . . . John 
Healy  is  accompanying  Spyros  Skouras 
on  his  tour  of  National  Theatres  divisional 
headquarters. 

Charles  L.  O’Reilly  has  gone  to  Lake- 
wood  with  his  wife  for  a week.  After  at- 
tending the  President’s  third  inaugural  in 
■Washington  about  January  20  the  O’Reillys 
will  head  for  Miami  Beach  . . . Jack  Goetz 
is  back  from  training.  It  was  a short 
period  for  him  . . . Dan  Michalove  has 
been  vacationing  the  past  two  weeks  and 
now  plans  to  leave  for  Sydney,  Australia, 
after  the  first  of  the  year  ...  Ed  Raftery 
remained  on  the  coast  a couple  of  extra 
days  after  the  annual  UA  meeting.  He 
gets  back  to  his  office  Monday  . . . Bill 
Rodgers,  H.  M.  Richey  and  E.  M.  Saun- 
ders were  in  Detroit  for  the  Jack  Flynn 
testimonial  . . . Don  Reeve  of  Para- 
mount’s publicity  department  is  recuperat- 
ing from  an  appendectomy  at  St.  Luke’s 
Hospital  . . . Bill  Scully  made  a swing 
around  Universal  midwest  exchanges  fol- 
lowing the  meeting  of  district  and  division 
managers  at  the  Astor. 

Budd  Rogers  is  due  back  from  the  coast 
the  middle  of  next  month  . . . Charles 
A.  Buckley,  general  counsel  for  FWC,  plans 
to  leave  for  the  coast  in  a few  days.  He’s 
been  here  more  than  a month,  combining 
vacation  with  business  . . . Grad  Sears  is 
out  hunting  for  contracts  . . . Milton  Weiss 
of  M-G-M’s  publicity  department  is  on  the 
coast  meeting  up  with  his  friends  while 
vacationing  . . . Ben  Miggins,  European 
manager  for  20th-Fox,  says  he’ll  continue 
to  stay  in  town  several  more  weeks.  His 
superiors  have  no  desire  for  him  to  re- 
turn to  France  at  this  time,  is  the  word 
he  passes  on  ..  . Burton  Lewis  has  been 
named  special  events  director  for  “Fan- 
tasia.” This  means  he  will  do  special  con- 
tact work  with  civic,  educational  and  so- 
cial groups  . . . Norman  Elson  left  Fri- 
day on  a southern  tour  in  behalf  of  Film 
Alliance  . . . R.  E.  Warn,  Erpi  manager 
in  Singapore,  is  due  in  New  York  . . . Ar- 
thur Dreifuss  has  arrived  from  Coral 
(Continued  on  page  34) 
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At  Loew's  Turkey  Day  Party — 


A segment  o/  Loew's  400  (managers  and  assistant  managers)  as  they  made  up  good  party  members  at  the  second  annual 
Thanksgiving  Frolic  held  on  the  roof  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria.  The  houttoniered  gentry  in  the  upper  left,  are  left  to  right: 
Leopold  Friedman,  Joseph  R.  Vogel,  Sam  Meinhold,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  who  was  host;  William  F.  Rodgers,  Charles  C. 
Moskowitz  and  Frank  Goodale.  The  octet  to  the  right  in  orchestra  row  presents  Herman  Dolinsky,  Eddie  Dowden,  Al  Gut- 
terman,  George  Kann.  The  balcony  bears  Lou  Falk,  Eddie  Burke,  Sam  Pearlman,  Wilfred  Simon.  The  resemblance  to 
Winged  Victory  of  the  cardboard  Lamour  no  doubt  stimulated  Seymour  Mayer’s  democratic  affections  here  going  to  waist 
in  the  left  end  of  the  center  row.  Following,  should  Chaplinesque,  the  mustachioed  mimics,  left  to  right,  are  Gilbert  Marbe, 
Eric  Van  Dyck,  Steve  Hudson,  John  Judge,  George  Ruggles,  John  Natoli.  The  last  frame  in  the  middle  row  is  seven  years 
late — but  remember  the  mule  that  saved  its  kick  that  many  years?  At  any  rate  something  new  in  the  goose-step  is  being 
demonstrated  by  Doc  Dolinski.  Banded  in  the  lower  left  are  Metro  minstrels.  Stanley  Marks,  Harvey  Everett,  Marty 
Rosenburgh,  Herman  Dolinsky,  Walter  Mock  in  the  first  row;  Doug  Helgerson,  Paul  Levy,  Al  Gutterman,  Sam  Rose,  Wil- 
liam Stillman  in  the  second,  and  Irwin  Fredlyn,  Dick  Bosch,  Abe  Kaplan,  Jim  Grady,  Joe  Stica  in  the  third.  Bringing  up  the 
end  is  Chubby  Simon,  outmaneuvered  for  the  time  by  Gutterman,  and  proving  what’s  in  a head. 


OHicers  Continued  by 
U A Theatre  Circuit 

New  York — All  UA  Theatre  circuit  di- 
rectors were  re-elected  in  Baltimore  last 
Monday  and  the  incumbent  executive  ros- 
ter continued  for  another  year  without 
change  at  a meeting  Wednesday  by  the 
board  here.  A quarterly  dividend  of  $1.25 
on  the  preferred,  payable  December  16  to 
stockholders  of  record  December  2,  also 
has  been  declared. 


Film  Board  Elections 

New  York — Annual  nominations  and 
elections  of  the  New  York  Film  Board  will 
be  held  at  its  headquarters  about  a week 
before  Christmas. 


RKO  Proctor  Financing 

New  York — Through  Samuel  Kronsky 
& Co.,  brokers,  RKO  Proctor  Corp.  has 
arranged  the  replacement  of  a first  mort- 
gage loan  of  $650,000  on  the  58th  St.  thea- 
tre at  41/4  and  4y2  per  cent. 


Five  Due  ior  WB  Board; 

To  Re-name  OHicers 

Wilmington — Samuel  Carlisle,  Stanleigh 
P.  Friedman,  Charles  S.  Guggenheimer, 
Joseph  H.  Hazen  and  Morris  Wolf  are 
slated  to  be  elected  to  the  Warner  direc- 
torate at  the  annual  stockholders’  meeting 
here  December  9.  The  term  will  be  for 
two  years.  Officers  are  scheduled  to  be  re- 
elected the  following  day  at  a board  meet- 
ing in  New  York. 
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Banking  in  Show  Business'' 

Delights  Employe  Audience 

^ ■ - - —0 


“Banking  in  Show  Business,”  comedy 
drama  by  Stanton  Griffis.  Produced  by  the 
Educational  Committee  of  the  Paramount 
Pep  Club  at  the  club’s  Recreation  Room 
in  the  Paramount  Bldg.,  November  26. 

* ★ * * 

By  WHOSIS 

If  banking  is  a serious  business,  and  few 
will  dispute  that,  the  Wall  Street  Pi’a- 
ternity  will  probably  be  shocked  to  learn 
that  its  mantle  of  solemnity  was  notice- 
ably jarred  in  a grand  performance  by 
Stanton  Griffis,  bulwark  of  Paramount  fi- 
nancing and  chairman  of  its  executive 
committee. 

Griffis  was  the  highspot  in  a two-man 
show  put  on  by  the  company’s  Pep  Club 
in  a series  of  talks  known  as  ‘‘The  Ro- 
mance of  Motion  Pictures,”  the  other  en- 
trant being  Richard  Mealand,  eastern  story 
editor,  who  spoke  on  ‘‘How  Stories  Become 
Films.” 

Griffis  lost  no  time  setting  an  audience 
of  about  300  employes  straight  on  the  role 
bankers  play  in  films.  "Don’t  open  your 
mouth,”  is  the  watchword,  he  said,  ‘‘the 
department  of  justice  will  walk  in.”  The 
rather  astonished  employes  were  at  once 
off  in  a wave  of  laughter  and  before  set- 
tling back  were  treated  to:  ‘‘Bankers  are 
just  an  offstage  noise — every  time  they 
see  him  on  the  studio  lot  the  word  goes 
around  that  another  scrubwoman  is  get- 
ting fii’ed.” 

Griffis  was  everything  but  the  per- 
sonification of  a banker.  Farceur  is  a bet- 
ter description.  Because  he  stood  on  a 
slightly  raised  platform,  hands  in  trouser 
pockets — first  front,  then  rear — pacing 
quietly  from  microphone  to  no  microphone 
tossing  out  nifties  that  would  have  done 
a Stork  Club  emcee  credit.  He  did  dwell 
on  the  "solidarity  and  stability”  that  the 
company  has  achieved  under  the  leader- 


Ticket  Tax  "Take"  Soars: 
Credit  Defense  Program 

Washington — Washington  officials  see  a 
reflection  of  the  nation’s  improved  eco- 
nomic conditions  resulting  from  the  de- 
fense program  in  the  new  high  level  of 
admission  tax  collections  reached  in 
October. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  bureau  of  in- 
ternal revenue  discloses  that  collections 
last  month  aggregated  $6,628,429.90,  well 
above  the  previous  high  of  $5,851,655.13  re- 
ported for  September  and  within  reaching 
distance  of  four  times  the  $1,727,931.46 
reported  for  October,  1939. 

Showing  a steady  increase  since  July  1, 
when  the  admission  tax  exemption  was 
reduced  from  40  to  20  cents,  the  high 
October  collections  indicated  a sharp  gain 
in  amusement  attendance  as  well  as  the 
results  of  the  new  tax  law,  administration 
officials  declared. 

For  the  first  four  months  of  its  im- 
position, the  new  tax  structure  returned 
$18,537,345.12,  or  close  to  three  times  the 
$6,627,905.49  collected  in  the  same  period 
last  year,  the  bureau  revealed. 


"NWMP"  to  Record 

Albany,  N.  Y. — Record  breaking  busi- 
ness is  being  enjoyed  by  ‘‘North  West 
Mounted  Police”  in  its  pre-release  run  at 
Schine’s  Avon  Theatre  in  Watertown. 


ship  of  Barney  Balaban,  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man, David  Rose  and  others  over  the  past 
five  years  and  cited  a few  figures  to  show 
how  Paramount’s  debts  are  slowly,  but 
surely,  dwindling. 

But  these  references  were  quite  lost  in 
the  shuffle  of  the  levity  with  which  he 
approached  his  subject.  He  got  his  first 
impression  of  the  importance  of  bankers 
in  films  while  attending  a prize  fight  on 
the  coast,  in  the  company  of  Warner 
executives,  he  said.  A few  seats  away  was 
Betty  Grable.  When  the  fight  was  over 
there  was  a mad  rush  in  his  direction. 
People  stepped  all  over  him — ‘‘for  Miss 
Grable’s  autograph.”  His  first  interest  in 
theatricals,  he  asserted,  came  while  he 
was  a student  at  Cornell.  Word  went 
around  that  if  you  held  a job  with  the 
university  newspaper  you  could  get  free 
seats  to  shows  that  came  to  Ithaca.  He 
went  to  work  for  the  newspaper  and  pre- 
sented his  pass  to  the  manager  of  the  first 
show  that  came  along.  The  manager  was 
Cecil  B.  De  Mille — ‘‘you  know  the  fellow, 
he’s  got  a ‘B’  picture  running  at  the 
Paramount.” 

Griffis  wound  up  a very  amusing  dis- 
sertation by  observing  he  enjoyed  his  as- 
sociation with  Paramount,  especially  since 
it  entitles  him  to  an  uptown  office.  ‘‘Now 
I can  work  uptown  to  make  up  my  losses 
downtown,”  he  cracked. 

Mealand  traced  the  various  steps  fol- 
lowed by  the  eastern  story  department  in 
weeding  out  material  suitable  for  films. 
He  said  his  department  covers  about  10,- 
000  pieces  of  reading  matter  a year,  ob- 
serving the  company’s  policy  is  to  look 
for  plots,  not  style  of  writing. 

Both  speakers  were  introduced  by  Wal- 
ter B.  Cokell.  Arthur  Israel  jr.,  president, 
presided.  Among  those  present  were  Bala- 
ban, Austin  Keough,  Leonard  Goldenson 
and  Louis  Philips. 


Declares  SPG  Will  Fight 
For  Producer  Recognition 

New  York — “It’s  a fight,”  declares  a 
Screen  Publicists  Guild  spokesman. 

Which  means  the  SPG  plans  to  swing 
into  action  against  the  major  producers 
whom  they  charge  with  “stalling”  in  the 
attempt  to  obtain  contracts  for  mem- 
bers employed  at  the  home  offices.  The 
guild  is  said  to  have  conferred  at  length 
on  a definite  campaign  in  retaliation  for 
the  majors’  alleged  refusal  to  exchange 
with  the  guild  written  or  oral  definitions 
of  their  conceptions  of  publicists  eligible 
to  come  under  jurisdiction  of  the  SPG. 

The  group  at  a meeting  Tuesday  eve- 
ning ratified  the  final  form  of  contract 
that  will  be  submitted  to  the  majors.  It 
includes  a stipulation  clarifying  the  rights 
of  members  who  may  be  conscripted  or 
volunteer  for  the  armed  forces  in  regard 
to  their  positions  at  the  conclusion  of 
their  service. 


Pan-American  Salute 

New  York — M-G-M’s  salute  to  Pan- 
American  Aviation  Day  will  be  a quad- 
ruple premiere  of  “Flight  Command”  to 
distinguished  audiences  December  17  in 
Washington,  Havana,  Mexico  City  and 
Toronto.  The  Washington  premiere  will 
be  held  at  Loew’s  Capitol  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  National  Aeronautic  Ass’n. 


Metro  Chicago  Meet 
Studies  the  Decree 


Chicago — An  analysis  of  the  consent  de- 
cree as  it  bears  on  the  company’s  future 
sales  activities  and  the  final  decision  on 
the  terms  for  extended  booking  of  “Gone 
With  the  Wind”  featured  a two-day  sales 
meeting  of  M-G-M  branch  and  district 
managers  with  home  office  executives  at 
the  Blackstone  here. 

Salesmen  were  instructed  to  immediate- 
ly solicit  dates  for  “Wind.”  Terms  to  ex- 
hibitors will  be  straight  50-50,  with  no 
guarantee.  Minimum  admission  clauses 
stipulate  40  cents  for  matinee  and,  eve- 
ning performances,  the  figure  to  include 
federal  taxes  and  50  cents,  plus  five  cents 
tax,  for  evening  shows.  For  children  un- 
der 12  the  price  will  be  25  cents  at  mati- 
nees and  afternoon  shows,  with  regular 
prices  for  evenings. 

The  men  also  went  over  plans  for  selling 
“The  Philadelphia  Story”  on  the  same  ad- 
vanced admission  scale  policy  that  ob- 
tained for  “Boom  Town.”  William  F.  Rod- 
gers, general  sales  manager,  presided. 

The  consent  decree  was  explained  by  Ty- 
ree Dillard  of  home  office  counsel.  Others 
from  New  York  headquarters  were  T.  J. 
Connors,  A.  F.  Cummings,  E.  M.  Saunders, 
E.  W.  Aaron,  Howard  Dietz,  H.  M.  Richey, 
and  M.  L.  Simons. 

District  managers  present  were  E.  K. 
O’Shea,  New  York;  M.  N.  Wolf,  Boston; 
C.  E.  Kessnich,  Atlanta;  J.  J.  Maloney, 
Pittsburgh;  G.  A.  Hickey,  Los  Angeles;  J. 
E.  Flynn,  Detroit,  and  H.  P.  Wolfberg, 
Kansas  City.  Also  the  following  branch 
managers ; 

R.  Pielow,  AlViany;  R.  Avey,  Atlanta;  J.  P. 
Byrne,  Boston;  R.  W.  Maw,  Buffalo:  B.  H.  Rosen- 
wald,  Charlotte;  W.  E.  Banford.  Chicago;  E.  M. 
Booth.  Cincinnati;  F.  D.  Drew.  Cleveland;  L. 
Bickel,  Dallas;  H.  A.  Friedel,  Denver;  D.  C.  Ken- 
nedy, Des  Moines;  F.  J.  Downey.  Detroit;  \V.  W. 
Willman.  Indianapolis;  F.  C.  Hensler.  Kansas 
City;  C.  T.  Lynch.  Los  Angeles;  J.  F.  Willingham. 
Memphis;  S.  Shurman.  Milwaukee;  W.  H.  Work- 
man. Minneapolis;  T.  J.  Donaldson.  New  Haven; 
C.  J.  Briant,  New'  Orleans;  Jack  Bow'en.  New' 
York;  Ben  Abner,  New  Jersey;  W.  B.  Zoellner, 
Oklahoma  City;  H.  J.  Shumow.  Omaha;  R.  Lynch, 
Philadelphia;  B.  Bishop  jr..  Pittsburgh;  L.  Ama- 
cher,  Portland;  J.  X.  Quinn,  St.  Louis;  S.  J.  Gard- 
ner, Salt  Lake  City;  L.  C.  Wingham.  San  Fran- 
cisco; M.  Saffle,  Seattle,  and  R.  Berger.  Wash- 
ington. 


Six  Runs  Test  "Philadelphia 
Story"  Advanced  Price  Plan 

New  York — In  marketing  “The  Phila- 
delphia Story”  on  the  same  advanced  price 
admission  policy  that  obtained  for  “Boom 
Town,”  Metro  will  run  off  six  test  engage- 
ments starting  December  5 at  Cincinnati, 
Milwaukee,  Providence,  Reading,  Indian- 
apolis and  Louisville.  Because  of  contrac- 
tual obligations  the  film  cannot  be  gener- 
ally released  until  after  January  1,  with  a 
tentative  release  date  set  for  January  10. 
However,  the  company  received  a waiver 
to  permit  the  six  test  engagements. 


Rose  Arrives:  May  Stay 
For  War's  Duration 

New  York — David  Rose,  managing  di- 
rector for  Paramount  in  Great  Britain, 
arrived  Thursday  from  Lisbon  on  the  Ex- 
cambion.  After  a brief  conference  here 
with  John  W.  Hicks,  foreign  head,  and 
other  Paramount  home  office  executives, 
he  planned  to  leave  for  the  coast  where 
his  family  resides.  Efforts  are  being  made 
to  have  Rose  remain  for  the  duration. 
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Thanksgiving  Proves  Posen  Wins  Pre-Trial  Exam 
More  Than  a Turkey  Plea  in  Universal  Suit 


New  York — The  gagsters  can  do  all  the 
ribbing  they  want  about  switching  national 
holidays,  but  the  Capitol,  Broadway  and 
Paramount  had  plenty  to  be  thankful  for 
this  Thanksgiving  of  the  Year  of  Our 
Lord,  One  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and 
Forty. 

Take  the  Capitol,  for  instance,  where 
“The  Great  Dictator”  is  in  its  seventh  and 
closing  week.  The  film  was  slated  to  bow 
out  Tuesday  night  after  a fifth  week  at 
$37,413.  But  came  the  Thanksgiving  Day 
visitors  and  up  went  the  score  to  give  the 
house  a rousing  boost  to  $45,200  for  the 
next  seven  days.  Hence  the  decision  to 
let  the  film  run  another  week. 

Incidentally,  there  has  been  a last-min- 
ute switch  in  the  follow-up  booking.  “Third 
Finger,  Left  Hand”  was  slated  to  go  in, 
but  it  was  decided  to  hold  this  up  for  the 
normally  lucrative  New  Year’s  week.  In 
its  place  on  December  4 goes  “The  Son  of 
Monte  Cristo,”  penciled  in  for  two  weeks. 

Then  there’s  the  Broadway,  almost  un- 
heard of  before  “Fantasia”  opened  Novem- 
ber 13.  The  management,  in  a high  state 
of  glee,  declares  the  second  week  hit  $60,- 
000,  an  all-time  high  that  few  persons 
along  the  Main  Stem  are  in  a position  to 
challenge.  As  an  added  thought,  the  man- 
agement states  the  daily  advance  sale  on 
the  road  show  engagement  has  averaged 
between  $8,000  and  $9,000,  necessitating 
the  opening  of  three  additional  boxoffices, 
tripling  the  theatre  staff  and  increasing 
telephone  lines  from  four  trunks  to  12. 

Comes  now  the  Paramount  with  formal 
word  that  “North  West  Mounted  Police” 
has  been  extended  to  five  weeks,  some- 
thing that  has  never  before  happened  in 
the  theatre’s  history.  Figures  are  cited, 
such  as  $49,000  for  a third  week,  which  is 
relatively  higher,  the  management  adds, 
than  such  third  week  figures  as  $42,914 
for  “If  I Were  King;”  $37,884  for  “Sing, 
You  Sinners,”  and  $36,425  for  “Honey- 
moon in  Bali.”  The  five-week  engage- 
ment ends  December  10,  with  “Moon  Over 
Burma”  following. 


Skouras  on  Drive  Tour 
Oi  Circuit  Division 

New  York  — Spyros  Skouras,  recently 
appointed  national  president  of  the  Greek 
War  Relief  Ass’n  with  headquarters  here, 
is  on  a tour  of  National  Theatres’  divi- 
sions in  connection  with  the  latest  drive 
in  his  honor.  He  was  in  Milwaukee,  Kan- 
sas City  and  Denver  during  the  week  and 
will  wind  up  his  trip  on  the  coast  where 
he  will  confer  with  his  brother,  Charles 
P.,  and  Arch  Bowles,  northern  California 
zone  head. 

Bertram  F.  Shipman,  representing  coun- 
sel for  National  Theatres  in  connection 
with  the  consent  decree,  is  in  Los  Angeles 
with  a certified  copy  of  the  document  which 
is  being  filed  with  the  district  court  there. 
The  decree  modifies  the  previous  consent 
against  Fox  West  Coast  in  that  the  five- 
theatre  limitation  provided  under  the  de- 
cree for  the  “Big  Five”  will  not  apply  to 
first  and  second  runs  in  Los  Angeles,  first 
subsequent  runs  in  Los  Angeles  and  first 
runs  in  other  cities  and  towns  in  south- 
ern California. 


New  York — After  waiting  over  a month. 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Charles  B.  Mc- 
Laughlin has  ordered  the  examination  be- 
fore trial  of  George  N.  Armsby,  Daniel  C. 
Collins,  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Preston  Davie, 
Paul  G.  Brown,  Ottavio  Prochet,  Budd 
Rogers,  Samuel  Spring,  Willis  H.  Taylor  jr., 
Robert  H.  Cochrane,  and  Universal  Corp., 
Big  U-Film  Exchange,  Standard  Capitol, 
Universal  Pictures,  by  their  appropriate 
officers  and  directors.  The  examination  is 
in  connection  with  Samuel  I.  Posen’s  stock- 
holder suit  against  Universal. 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Isidor  Wasser- 
vogel  earlier  had  ordered  examination  be- 
fore trial  of  executives  for  Eastman  Ko- 
dak and  Electrical  Research  Products,  Inc. 

Tire  court’s  ruling  was  a defeat  for  Uni- 
versal, which  escaped  answering  only  those 
questions  which  it  had  already  answered  in 
its  answer.  Questions  which  the  defend- 
ants must  answer  are  knowledge  of  Uni- 
versal’s losses  from  1930-35;  inability  of 
Cowdin,  Arthur  Rank,  Rogers,  etc.,  to  pay 
the  purchase  price  of  Universal,  which 
totaled  $4,500,000,  and  their  attempts  to 
secure  financing  through  Eastman  Kodak 
and  Western  Electric;  the  issuance  of  com- 
mon stock  by  Universal  on  April  2,  1936; 
the  present  financial  interests  of  all  the 
defendants  in  the  company,  income  and 
disbursements  made  by  Universal  since  its 
inception,  monies  advanced  to  Big  U by 
Universal,  all  settlements  of  personal  ob- 
ligations by  the  defendants,  Capitol,  Charles 
R.  Rogers,  Arthur  Rank,  which  were  paid 
out  of  Universal’s  funds,  or  by  employ- 
ment contracts  with  the  company;  terms 
of  the  financial  settlements  with  Cochrane 
and  Rogers,  the  defendants’  knowledge  as 
to  the  alleged  conspiracy,  and  the  alleged 
domination  of  Universal  by  Cowdin. 

Posen,  Universal  director,  is  seeking  an 
accounting,  charging  waste  and  misman- 
agement, and  a loss  of  millions  to  stock- 
holders. 

Other  Court  News 

Errol  Flynn  has  filed  a $2,000,000  su- 
preme court  suit  against  Harcourt,  Brace 
and  Co.,  Quinn  and  Boden  Co.,  and  Con- 
stancia  de  la  Mora,  authoress,  claiming 
libel  in  Miss  Mora’s  book,  “In  Place  of 
Splendor.”  He  says  the  book  intimated  the 
actor  used  the  suffering  of  the  Spanish 
people  during  the  civil  war  to  gain  pub- 


Theatrical  Union  Into 
Huddle  in  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans — George  E.  Browne,  presi- 
dent of  the  lATSE,  here  attending  the 
annual  convention  of  the  AFofL,  also  held 
a directors’  meeting  of  the  theatrical  union 
board.  Joseph  D.  Basson,  president  of 
Local  306  in  New  York,  also  was  in  at- 
tendance during  the  sessions  which  wound 
up  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  The  di- 
rectors’ meetings  were  held  simultaneous- 
ly to  synchronize  the  lA  ideas  with  those 
of  the  AFofL. 


lA-ITOA  Wage  Talks 
Await  Basson's  Return 

New  York — Arbitration  of  the  Local  306 
wage  increase  dispute  with  the  ITOA  of 
New  York  has  been  held  up  pending  re- 
turn of  Joseph  D.  Basson,  president  of  the 
union,  from  New  Orleans.  Arbitration  pro- 
ceedings have  been  going  on  for  several 
weeks  before  Judge  Crane,  but  nothing 
has  yet  come  of  them. 


licity  for  himself. 

Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox  continued 
to  close  out  the  Fox  Theatres  estate  by 
payment  of  $15,000  as  a final  allowance 
to  Archibald  R.  Watson,  attorney  for  the 
receivers  from  1932-34.  He  already  has 
received  $50,000.  Fox  Theatres  went  bank- 
rupt in  1932,  having  assets  of  $35,000,- 
000  and  now  assets  are  about  $100,000 
while  the  corporation  is  being  liquidated. 

Trial  of  George  P.  Skouras  again  has 
been  put  over,  this  time  to  December  5,  by 
Federal  Judge  Samuel  Mandelbaum.  Ac- 
tion by  the  government  against  Skouras 
and  Skouras  Theatres  probably  will  not  be 
tried  until  March  at  the  earliest,  accord- 
ing to  government  officials.  Joseph  M. 
Schenck’s  trial  will  precede  Skouras’. 

Thomas  Carlton  Upham  has  filed  a fed- 
eral court  suit  against  Warner  seeking  an 
injunction,  accounting  of  profits  and  dam- 
ages against  “Mayor  of  Hell,”  claiming  the 
picture  was  stolen  from  his  play,  “Lost 
Boy.” 

Suit  of  Edward  Poland  against  Para- 
mount and  numerous  subsidiaries  has  been 
discontinued  in  federal  court.  Action 
sought  $25,000  damages  for  alleged  plag-  ' 
iarism  of  Poland’s  photograph,  “Bird’s  Eye 
View  U.  S.  Capitol  and  Congressional  Li- 
brary” in  “Dangerous  to  Know.” 

Sol  Edwards  has  filed  a $6,200  suit 
against  Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.  charging 
illegal  discharge  from  employment  as 
eastern  sales  manager,  whereby  he  was 
employed  at  $150  weekly  plus  two  and  a 
half  per  cent  of  the  gross.  The  defendant 
claims  Edwards  failed  to  devote  the  major 
part  of  his  time  to  visiting  exchanges. 

Would  Examine  Kent 

Izola  Forrester  and  Mann  Page  have 
applied  to  the  supreme  court  to  examine 
Sidney  R.  Kent  before  trial  in  connection 
with  their  suit  against  20th  Century-Fox. 
Action  charges  plagiarism  of  plaintiffs 
script,  “Joyous”  in  “Poor  Little  Rich 
Girl.” 

Federal  Judge  William  O.  Bondy  on  De- 
cember 5 will  hear  applications  by  George 
L.  Schein,  attorney  for  the  Independent 
Committee  of  Common  Stockholders  of 
RKO,  Abel  Gottheimer  and  Bernard 
Bercu,  Schein’s  accountants,  and  David 
Stock,  attorney  for  H.  Cassel  & Co.,  for 
larger  fees  in  connection  with  the  RKO 
reorganization.  The  three  sought  $145,- 
000  and  received  $10,000. 

Fritz  J.  Kuhn,  erstwhile  president  of 
the  German-American  Bund,  has  dropped 
his  $5,000,000  libel  action  against  War- 
ner Bros,  in  the  federal  court. 

Morris  Kleinerman,  president  of  Screen 
Attractions,  will  be  examined  before  trial 
December  11  in  the  supreme  court  in  con- 
nection with  a suit  by  Guaranteed  Pic- 
tures against  Screen  Attractions.  Suit 
claims  the  defendant  secured  prints  of 
10  westerns  belonging  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
is  releasing  them  in  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  at  low  rentals.  An  injunction, 
accounting  of  profits  and  damages  are 
sought. 

M-G-M  won  a point  in  the  action  of 
Mabel  Wayne  and  Neville  Fleeson  against 
it  when  Justice  William  T.  Collins  in  the 
supreme  court  denied  plaintiff’s  plea  to 
examine  officers  of  M-G-M  before  trial. 
Suit  charges  plagiarism  of  the  plaintiff’s 
song,  “Betwixt  and  Between”  in  an  un- 
named Judy  Garland  picture,  with  the 
film  company’s  song  being  called  “In  Be- 
tween.” 
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Says  Chicago  Wants 
Decree  Changes 


Chicago — Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  chair- 
man, told  members  of  Allied  Theatres  of 
Illinois  here  that  the  department  of  jus- 
tice men  in  Chicago  will  shortly  go  before 
the  federal  court  here  to  ask  for  the 
adoption  of  two  amendments  to  the  con- 
sent decree.  Both  amendments  pertain  to 
the  section  of  the  consent  decree  dealing 
with  discrimination  in  runs.  (See  Section 
X,  Page  19  i . 

The  amendments  would  give  indepen- 
dent theatre  owners  in  Chicago  and  Cook 
County  a definite  advantage  over  other 
independent  theatre  owners  in  the  coun- 
try, it  is  said.  In  the  decree  if  an  inde- 
pendent theatre  owner  has  more  than  five 
theatres  he  cannot  ask  for  arbitration  be- 
cause of  discrimination — that  is,  arbitra- 
tion becauses  producers  refuse  to  sell  on 
desired  run.  However,  in  Cook  County, 
any  independent  theatre  owner,  regardless 
of  how  many  theatres  he  owns,  can  ask  the 
arbitration  board  in  Chicago  to  rule  on  his 
complaint. 

The  second  amendment  has  to  do  with 
independent  theatre  owners  in  Chicago’s 
loop.  In  the  consent  decree,  an  indepen- 
dent theatre,  under  Paragraph  D of  Sec- 
tion X (see  page  19),  may  ask  for  arbi- 
tration if  he  has  filed  a written  com- 
plaint between  July  20,  1935  and  July  20, 
1940.  However,  in  the  loop  district,  an 
independent  exhibitor  may  ask  for  arbi- 
tration even  if  he  didn’t  file  any  written 
complaint  during  the  aforementioned  five- 
year  period. 

Myers  said  that  the  suit  against  Bala- 
ban  & Katz  is  slated  to  be  set  aside  in 
favor  of  the  New  York  consent  decree. 
B&K  is  expected  to  be  fined  $10,000,  the 
report  goes. 

Some  three-score  independent  exhibitors 
attended  the  meeting  in  which  Myers  in- 
terpreted the  consent  decree  for  Illinois 
Allied  members.  Jack  Kirsch,  president  of 
Illinois  Allied,  presided.  From  Chicago, 
Myers  went  to  Indianapolis  where  he  ad- 
dressed the  14th  annual  convention  and 
trade  show  of  the  Associated  Theatre 
Owners  of  Indiana. 


Ross  Sees  Improved 
Conditions  in  Oiling 

New  York — Accelerated  industrial  ac- 
tivity, with  attendant  gains  in  employ- 
ment and  larger  pay  envelopes,  presages 
a strongly  improved  condition  at  theatres 
during  the  next  few  months,  according  to 
reports  from  branch  managers  all  over  the 
country  to  Ross  Federal  headquarters  here. 

Although  payroll  increases  and  employ- 
ment indices  are  not  cited  in  detail,  the 
reports  are  said  to  be  based  on  the  branch 
managers’  talks  with  authoritative  busi- 
ness leaders,  bankers  and  exhibitors  in 
such  strategic  situations  as  Detroit,  Mil- 
waukee, Chicago,  Boston,  New  Haven,  Kan- 
sas City,  Dallas,  Salt  Lake  City,  Des 
Moines,  St.  Louis,  Denver,  San  Francisco, 
Charlotte,  Memphis  and  Atlanta. 


Into  Third  Week 

New  York — “The  Letter”  will  hold  a 
third  week  at  the  Strand.  The  film, 
coupled  with  Ozzie  Nelson’s  orchestra  and 
Harriet  Hillard,  begins  its  third  stanza  De- 
cember 6,  and  will  be  followed  by  “A  Dis- 
patch From  Reuter’s.” 


Sees  Production  Revamp 
At  20th-Fox  Studios 


New  York — What  he  describes  as  “the 
long -rumored  production  reorganization” 
is  under  way  at  20th  Century-Fox  with 
two  deals  for  outside  pictures,  reports 
Douglas  W.  Churchill,  Hollywood  corre- 
spondent of  the  New  York  Times. 

One  deal  reported  many  weeks  ago  by 
Boxoffice  calls  for  Howard  Hughes  to  de- 
liver two  films,  the  first  to  be  “The  Out- 
law” with  Walter  Huston.  The  second  is 
a so-called  "package  deal”  embracing 
services  of  Charles  Boyer,  Irene  Dunne, 
Ronaid  Colman,  Lewis  Milestone  and  Ana- 
tole  Litvak  who  will  operate  as  Group  Pro- 
ductions under  William  Hawks,  lormer 
agent.  While  this  latter  deal  has  not  been 
signed,  all  indications  point  that  way.  Fox 
will  finance  and  the  studio  prooabiy  house 
production  and  that  is  all. 

Churchill  construes  the  moves  as  in- 
direct confirmation  of  reports  "that  the 
financial  forces  behind  rbx  have  been 
pressing  for  a production  change”  and 
indicates  changes  will  be  extended  to  em- 
brace executive  ranks  at  the  studio.  “Well 
foundea  reports  have  it  that,  while  the 
operating  heads  will  continue  with  the 
company,  authority  will  be  curtailed  in 
some  quarters  and  individual  producers 
will  be  given  greater  leeway.” 


Universal  Scully  Drive 
To  Be  Launched  Dec.  8 

New  York  — Universal’s  sales  drive 
honoring  William  A.  Scully,  general  sales 
manager,  gets  under  way  December  8 and 
runs  to  May  10,  1941.  Matty  Fox  and  Mil- 
ton  Feld  are  honorary  captains  for  the 
western  and  eastern  divisions,  respectively. 
In  addition  to  an  all-time  high  amount  of 
prize  money,  Jules  Levey,  producer  of  “The 
Boys  From  Syracuse,”  has  set  up  cash 
prizes  for  best  sales  results  of  that  picture. 

Details  were  worked  out  at  a district 
managers’  meeting  here  presided  over  by 
Scully.  Also  attending  were  J.  Cheever 
Cowdin,  Nate  Blumberg,  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy, 
William  J.  Heineman,  Joseph  H.  Seidel- 
man,  district  managers;  Jules  Lapidus, 
Dave  Miller,  Harry  D.  Graham,  E.  T. 
Gomersall,  J.  E.  Garrison  and  A.  J. 
O’Keefe.  Home  office  representatives  in- 
cluded Tom  Mead  of  Universal  Newsreel; 
Dave  Levy,  manager  of  the  New  York  ex- 
change; B,  B.  Kreisler,  F.  T.  Murray,  J.  J. 
Jordan,  Louis  Pollock,  A.  J.  Sharick,  Hank 
Linet  and  Morris  Alin. 

Following  the  session,  Scully  and  Gom- 
ersall left  for  Detroit.  McCarthy  left  for 
Dallas  with  Graham,  and  Heineman  went 
to  Des  Moines  with  O’Keefe.  Upon  his  re- 
turn early  next  week  Scully  will  ready 
plans  for  a coast  product  conference  that 
will  take  a number  of  home  office  execu- 
tives to  the  studios. 


East-West  "U"  Huddles 
At  Studio  December  13 

New  York — Universal  home  office  and 
studio  executives  will  begin  meetings  at 
the  studio  the  week  of  December  13  on 
new  season’s  product.  Nate  J.  Blumberg, 
president,  left  Friday  and  will  be  followed 
in  two  weeks  by  William  A.  Scully,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  and  Joseph  H.  Seidel- 
man,  foreign  head.  The  sessions  are  ex- 
pected to  last  about  two  weeks.  Blumberg 
will  remain  west  indefinitely. 


Hays  Holds  Commenl 
On  Pact  Renewal 


Hollywood — Will  Hays,  now  here  on  his 
annual  winter  visit,  has  declined  to  issue 
any  comment  on  the  exclusive  story  in  a 
recent  issue  of  Boxoffice  reporting  that 
the  MPPDA  president  will  remain  in  that 
post  under  an  extension  of  his  current 
agreement,  which  expires  in  1941. 

At  the  same  time,  Hays  also  declined  to 
take  any  cognizance  of  various  other 
printed  reports  to  the  effect  that  a new 
contract  for  him  is  being  opposed  by  cer- 
tain members  of  the  association,  and  that 
efforts  are  allegedly  being  made  in  other 
quarters  to  limit  any  new  deal  to  a two- 
year  period  instead  of  the  customary  five. 

More  Poster  Renters 
Eye  Ind'p't  Group 

Chicago  — Half  a dozen  additional  the- 
atre poster  renters  announced  their  in- 
tention of  joining  the  new  national  asso- 
ciation to  be  organized  here  at  the  Con- 
gress Hotel.  December  9 and  10,  and  sev- 
eral more  have  accepted  invitations  to 
attend  the  convention,  according  to  Jack 
Judd,  Pittsburgh  theatre  poster  supply 
dealer,  who  is  arranging  for  the  two-day 
business  session. 

The  new  association  may  conclude  a 
deal  with  Alexander  Preview  Co.  of  Colo- 
rado Springs,  Colo.,  for  distribution  of  this 
trailer  service.  J.  Don  Alexander  jr.,  presi- 
dent of  the  preview  company,  will  attend 
the  convention. 

Jack  T.  Weiss  of  Artcraft  Poster  Co., 
Philadelphia,  and  M.  Braverman,  Minne- 
apolis, are  among  those  who  will  attend 
the  sessions.  New  prospective  members 
of  the  association  are  said  to  be  Harry 
N.  Kerer,  Salt  Lake  City;  Jack  Riff,  Bos- 
ton, and  Arthur  Coffman,  Quincy,  111. 
Others  include:  H.  Vogelstein,  Baltimore; 
Buddy  Harris,  Dallas;  W.  H.  Cobb,  New 
Orleans;  G.  Notarianni,  Denver;  E.  J. 
Martt,  St.  Louis;  Behrend  M.  P.  Supply 
Co.,  New  York,  and  United  Advertising 
Display,  Inc.,  Los  Angeles.  Several  print- 
ing companies  will  also  send  representa- 
tives to  the  Chicago  confab  to  offer  a new 
type  of  service. 

Republic  Repays  Part 
Of  Consolidated  Loan 

New  York — Repayment  of  part  of  a 
$4,000,000  loan  by  Consolidated  Films  In- 
dustries Corp.  has  been  made  by  Repub- 
lic in  a move  designed  to  liquidate  out- 
standing debts  of  the  film  company.  Con- 
solidated owns  approximately  48  per  cent 
of  Republic  Pictures  Corp.,  which  for  the 
current  season  shows  a 25  per  cent  in- 
crease in  gross  business  as  compared  to 
last  year. 

RKO  Will  Distribute 
"Convoy"  in  America 

New  York — RKO  has  acquired  for 
American  distribution  “Convoy,”  sea 
di’ama  starring  Clive  Brook  and  filmed 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  British  Ad- 
miralty under  what  are  described  as  actual 
wartime  conditions.  Others  in  the  cast  are 
John  Clements,  Edward  Chapman  and 
Judy  Campbell.  Michael  Balcon  pro- 
duced. 
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TEN  BRITISH  evacuee  children,  now  liv- 
ing  with  the  families  of  Warner  em- 
ployes, were  guests  of  honor  at  the  War- 
ner Club  during  the  annual  Gimbel 
Brothers’  Thanksgiving  Day  parade,  when 
Saint  Nick  and  his  colleagues  made  their 
official  entry  to  the  city.  The  club  has  a 
window  running  the  length  of  the  Earle 
building,  and  the  young  Britishers,  plus  75 
juvenile  Warnerites,  had  a good  look.  The 
party  was  preceded  by  screening  of  come- 
dies and  cartoons  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max- 
well Gillis  played  host  to  the  Republic 
staff  at  their  home  the  other  day  . . . Ben 
Goldfine,  manager  of  the  Alden,  wants  it 
known  that  the  theatre’s  general  utility 
girl,  Mary  Montimore,  leads  the  league  in 
efficiency,  initiative  and  good  looks  . . . 
Alan  Verbin,  five-year-old  son  of  Moe  Ver- 
bin.  Record  ad-gatherer,  was  a little  hero 
the  other  day,  when  his  grandmother  fell 
down  the  stairs  at  2 a.  m.  No  one  else  was 
at  home,  so  the  youngster  got  out  of  bed 
and  ran  next  door  in  his  nightclothes  to 
get  help.  Mrs.  Verbin,  who  suffered  a 
fractured  skull,  is  holding  her  own  in 
Graduate  Hospital. 

Joe  Conway,  Egyptian,  reports  5,000  pa- 
trons cast  ballots  in  the  picture  popular- 
ity contest  he  conducted.  Winning  films, 
which  will  be  shown  next  week,  are  “Snow 
White,”  “Jamaica  Inn,”  “The  Citadel,” 
“The  Great  Waltz,”  “Pygmalion,”  “Nino- 
tchka,”  “The  Lady  Vanishes”  and  “It’s  a 
Wonderful  World”  . . . Edgar  Wolf,  Wynne, 
is  still  wiping  his  brow  over  a bang-up 
Hallowe’en  party  for  his  kid  patrons.  He 
also  arranged  a benefit  for  his  Jewish  War 
Veterans  post  . . . Sid  Poppay,  Strand, 
Gettysburg,  has  got  himself  a column  in 
the  Gettysburgian,  college  paper,  in  which 
he  can  show  his  wares  to  several  thous- 
and students. 

Joe  Dougherty,  Tower,  arranged  a p.  a. 
of  Coach  Clipper  Smith  of  Villanova  Col- 
lege, and  some  of  his  aides  for  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American”  . . . Ray  Meyer, 
Uptown,  gave  a trophy  to  the  Simon  Gratz 
football  team  for  the  same  show  . . . Marty 
Goldenberg,  State,  reads  the  war  news 
with  a miscroscope  because  he  has  rela- 
tives in  Britain.  A recent  letter  from 
them  broke  in  the  papers  . . . Bill  Golden- 
berg, Collingswood,  had  a rally  at  his 
house  for  the  local  high  school  football 
team. 

Metro  Medley:  Mrs.  Molly  Fleisher,  in- 
spectress, has  become  a gra7idmother.  Her 
daughter  achieved  that  for  her  by  giving 
birth  to  a girl  . . . Mrs.  Leona  Michaelis, 
Bill  Gabriel’s  secretary,  is  vacationing  in 
Florida  . . . Projectionist  Benny  Glatz  is 
oiling  up  his  guns,  raring  to  get  starting 
on  his  annual  hunting  vacation  . . . Flor- 
ence Weitzmann,  known  as  skier,  photog- 
rapher and  bathing  beauty,  is  becoming  a 
geologist.  She  went  exploring  through 
darksome  caves  last  week  with  an  Acad- 
emy of  Natural  Sciences  expedition. 

A1  B.  Blofson,  Showmen’s  Club  star,  ran 
into  a surprise  birthday  party  when  he 
walked  up  to  the  clubroom  at  lunchtime 
Wednesday  . . . Iz  Borowsky’s  boy,  Mark 
Louis,  celebrated  his  first  birthday  the 
same  day.  The  one-year-old  set  of  the 
neighborhood  remembered  him  with  gifts 
. . . Tom  Loftus,  Clark,  celebrated  a wed- 
ding anniversary  on  the  26th  . . . Jack 
Blumberg,  Senate,  marks  the  sixth  an- 
niversary of  his  walk  to  the  altar  on  Mon- 
day . . . Lewen  Pizor,  UMPTO  president, 
has  a birthday  Tuesday. 

Johnny  Roberts,  of  Comerford’s  Scran- 


Warner  Net  $2,747 A7 2 
Over  53-Week  Period 

New  York — Warner  reports  net  profit  of 
$2,747,472  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  August 
31,  a 53-week  period,  registering  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  $1,000,000  over  the  12- 
months  of  1939  when  the  report  stood  at 
$1,740,908. 

Prior  to  the  end  of  the  1939  fiscal  year 
the  company  used  30  per  cent  as  the  ratio 
of  foreign  income  to  total  income,  but  re- 
vised its  amortization  rates  on  the  basis  of 
80  per  cent  for  domestic  income  and  20  per 
cent  for  foreign  in  preparation  of  the  cur- 
rent report.  The  1940  figure  is  equivalent 
to  63  cents  per  share  on  common,  as  com- 
pared to  36  cents  last  year. 

Funded  debt  was  reduced  by  approxi- 
mately $5,000,000  during  the  year  and  an- 
nual interest  charges  are  down  to  the  rate 
of  $3,000,000  annually  against  actual  pay- 
ments of  about  $3,700,000  made  during  the 
year. 

Income  from  film  rental,  theatre  admis- 
sions, “sales  and  miscellaneous”  is  reported 
at  $96,293,435,  which  compares  with  $98,- 
024,760  in  1939. 

Unpaid  dividends  on  99,617  shares  of 
preferred  stock,  to  and  including  Septem- 
ber 1,  1940,  amount  to  $3,259,966,  or  $32.72 
per  share. 


Pathe  Film  Reports  Nine 
Month  Net  at  $215,188 

New  York — Pathe  Film  reports  a net  of 
$215,188  for  the  nine  months  ending 
September  30,  after  allowing  for  federal 
taxes.  The  company  owns  35  per  cent  of 
the  common  of  Dupont  Film  Manufactur- 
ing Corp.,  which  reports  a net  of  $1,188,- 
960  for  the  same  period,  after  all  charges, 
as  against  $1,244,229  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1939. 


20th-Fox  Board  Declares 
Dividend  of  37V2  Cents 

New  York — The  20th  Century-Fox 
board  has  declared  a cash  dividend  of  37 y2 
cents  a share  for  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1940  on  outstanding  preferred,  payable  De- 
cember 27  to  stockholders  of  record  on 
December  13. 


General  Theatres  Equipment 
Dividend  Ups  Payment 

New  York — With  the  declaration  of  a 25 
cents  dividend  on  the  capital  stock.  Gen- 
eral Theatres  Equipment  will  have  paid 
a total  of  85  cents  to  stockholders  this  year 
as  compared  to  80  cents  in  1939.  Three 
previous  dividends  this  year  were  declared 
at  20  cents  each  time. 


ton  office,  and  his  wife  were  mjured  in  an 
auto  smashup  while  returning  home  after 
seeing  the  Penn-Cornell  game  . . . Bill 
Qunilivan  is  back  at  his  desk  at  Vitagraph 
looking  as  good  as  ever  . . . George  Gatta, 
Mildred  Theatre,  Mildred;  Mrs.  Emashow- 
ski,  Neio  Larksville,  and  Ike  Refowich, 
Refowieh,  Freeland,  were  among  the  visi- 
tors this  week  . . . Mildred  Chaiken  has 
joined  the  group  of  beauties  that  grace  the 
Monogram  office  . . . The  enterprising 
Showmen  Clubbers  are  already  getting  up 
plans  for  their  New  Year’s  Eve  party. 

Sam  Palan,  Monogrammer,  reports 
there’ll  be  100  distinguished  guests  at  the 
Motion  Picture  Associates  of  Philadelphia 
dinner  in  Harrisburg,  Monday,  when  seven 


Paramount  Seeks  Funds  to 
Retire  Preferred  Issues 

New  York — Paramount  is  working  on 
plans  with  its  bankers  for  refunding  ar- 
rangements designed  to  retire  either  one 
or  both  of  its  two  preferred  issues. 

As  of  January  30,  1940,  there  was  $14,- 

158.000  in  $6  convertible  first  preferred  and 
$5,500,000  in  $10  par  60-cent  convertible 
second  preferred  outstanding.  Part  of  the 
funds  will  come  from  cash  in  the  treasury 
and  part  from  a long-term  loan  or  note 
issue.  The  company  is  strong  in  its  cash 
position.  The  first  preferred  is  callable  at 
100  and  the  second  preferred  at  10. 

The  company  over  the  past  five  years 
has  been  carrying  out  a long  range  pro- 
gram of  reducing  its  capital  obligations  and 
lowering  fixed  charges.  Funded  debt  since 
1935  has  been  reduced  from  nearly  $25,- 
000,000  to  $10,500,000  and  subsidiary  fund- 
ed debt  from  $20,058,000  to  $13,249,000. 
Part  of  this  was  achieved  through  suitIus 
cash  and  part  by  increasing  notes  payable 
from  $1,500,000  to  $9,437,000.  The  net  re- 
duction in  debt  is  about  $15,831,000  over 
the  period. 

It  is  expected.  Wall  Street  sources  claim, 
that  the  company  will  show  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  $2.25  a share  on  its  common 
this  year. 

Sunday  Shows  Approved 
By  Rensselaer  Council 

Albany — The  Rensselaer  Common  Coun- 
cil, by  a vote  of  6 to  3,  passed  and  sent  to 
Mayor  Rose  an  ordinance  permitting  ex- 
hibition of  films  on  Sunday  between  2 
p.  m.  and  12  midnight.  The  council  acted 
after  receiving  one  petition  containing 

2.000  signatures  for  Sunday  shows  and 
another  bearing  the  names  of  50  persons 
urging  rejection,  as  well  as  a letter  from 
four  ministers  advocating  that  the  “con- 
tinued commercialization  of  Sundays 
should  be  curbed.” 


exhibitors  will  be  honored.  He’s  negotiat- 
ing with  the  police  department  for  an  es- 
cort to  Harrisburg  . . . Jimmy  Dormond, 
Warner  advertising  expert,  will  be  Mr. 
Interlocutor  at  a minstrel  show  Monday  in 
the  First  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
40th  and  Sansom  Sts.  There  will  be  a gay 
nineties  party  connected  with  the  show, 
and  Jimmy  has  tickets  to  sell  to  those  in- 
terested. 

Mark  Rubinsky  has  taken  over  the  fire- 
house in  Newmanstown  and  will  operate 
it  as  the  Lyric  . . . Pete  Magazzu  has  taken 
the  Rex,  Nuremberg,  and  re-christened  it 
the  Andrea  . . . Percy  Bloch,  former  Para- 
mount district  manager,  will  open  a pre- 
mium house  at  1239  Viiie  St.  ..  . The  Ri- 
alto, Freeland,  has  reopened  . . . “Tin  Pan 
Alley”  was  screened  at  the  Variety  Club 
last  week,  and  “You’ll  Find  Out”  is  on  the 
schedule  this  week. 

The  Warner  circuit  has  completed  ar- 
rangements with  Connecticut  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Co.  to  make  the  “complete  se- 
curity plan”  available  to  Warner  employes. 
In  a letter  signed  by  F.  L.  Gates,  man- 
ager of  the  insurance  department,  Warner 
employes  are  told  they  are  under  no  obli- 
gation to  participate,  “but  the  company 
does  give  the  plan  its  recommendation  and 
believes  that  you  will  want  to  give  it  your 
careful  consideration.”  Premiums  would 
be  paid  monthly  through  deductions  from 
salary. 
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Gables  where  he  recently  directed  two 
all-colored  pictures  at  Colonnade  Studios. 

Clyde  Fuller,  assistant  at  Loew’s  Valen- 
cia. Jamaica,  is  now  manager  of  the  Orien- 
tal replacing  Joseph  Rubenfeld,  deceased. 
At  the  same  time  Harvey  Everett  goes  from 
the  Astoria  to  the  Palace  . . . Mrs.  David  J. 
Chatkin  is  visiting  from  Hollywood,  but 
anxious  to  return.  Says  she  never  wants 
to  live  in  any  other  place  . . . Edgar  E. 
Lloyd  says  he  is  the  industry’s  youngest 
independent  distributor.  Regardless  of  that, 
“The  Merry  Wives”  which  he  is  distribut- 
ing goes  into  a fourth  week  at  the  Bryant, 
nee  the  Cameo  . . . John  Buckmaster,  en- 
tertainer at  the  Versailles,  was  doing  an 
imitation  of  the  Metro  lion,  but  a trifle  on 
the  downbeat  side.  Si  Seadler,  in  the  audi- 
ence and  celebrating  a wedding  anniver- 
sary, turned  to  a friend  and  whispered,  “A 
fifth  columnist”  . . . Joe  Poliak  went  into 
his  first  preview  Sunday  night  at  the  Lit- 
tle Carnegie  when  he  screened  a 16mm 
version  of  “Journey  to  Jerusalem,”  filmed 
from  the  actual  stage  play. 

Bob  Benjamin  was  in  Washington  Thurs- 
day on  business  . . . Harry  Brandt  is  book- 
ing the  West  End  in  Harlem  for  Bernard 
Shapiro,  president  of  Circle  Circuit.  Inc. 

. . . Ike  Libson  and  his  partner,  Ben  Heid- 
ingsfeld.  were  in  from  Cincinnati  during 
the  week  for  coiiferences  with  John  J. 
O’Connor  . . . Fred  Meyer  left  for  the  coast 
Friday  and  will  spend  several  weeks  there 
on  RKO  circuit  business.  Incidentally. 
Freddie's  gray  hair  has  suddenh/  turned 
black  again  . . . Harold  Eskm,  who  oper- 
ates three  New  England  houses  but  who 
makes  his  headquarters  on  E.  42?id  St., 
has  gone  to  Miami  for  a brief  vacation  . . . 
Max  A.  Cohen’s  sun  lamp  treatments  were 
the  cause  of  his  peeling  on  the  forehead 
. . . J.  Arthur  Hirsch.  Canadian  indepen- 
dent exhibitor,  is  around  town  on  one  of 
his  regular  visits  . . . R.  M.  Savini,  head  of 
Astor  Pictures,  returned  from  a midwest 
trip  more  optimistic  than  ever  over  the  re- 
ports he  received  in  the  field. 

Mike  Poller,  playdate  manager  at  RKO. 
is  mourning  the  loss  of  his  brother,  Na- 
than. the  victim  of  an  automobile  accident 
near  Washington  . . . May  Levitan,  of  Os- 
car Doob’s  secretarial  staff,  is  due  back 
from  a vacation  Monday  . . . Tom  Rogers 
of  the  same  office  is  already  on  the  iob 
after  a holiday  . . . Morris  Helnrin  and  Bill 
Boehnel  huddling  on  the  sidewalk  about 
something  theatrical,  which,  .savs  Morris, 
is  “very  far  in  advance”  . . . Murray  Sil- 
verstone,  after  considerable  switching  of 
plans,  is  due  from  the  coast  and  a UA 
stockholders’  meeting  Monday  . . . L.  Jack 
Schlaifer  is  taking  a rest  in  Atlantic  City 
. . . Herman  Wobber  is  back  from  a coast 
production  conference  and  very  much  in 
further  conference  with  S.  R.  Kent. 

Leon  D.  Netter  states  he  was  correctly 
reported  in  declaring  thanks  on  Thanks- 
aiving  Bay  for  Terrence.  Bud  and  Bill,  but 
that  the  story  ivas  not  quite  comvlete. 
Doug,  his  eldest,  ums  inadvertently  omitted. 
This  persuades  Leon  to  remark  this  is  no 
ivay  to  treat  the  first  born  . . . Ruth 
Schwerin  has  been  apvointed  eastern  pub- 
licity representative  by  Sol  Lesser  . . . 
Terry  Ginsberg  of  the  Warner  home  office 
was  married  Thursday  to  Lawrence  Siegel 
. . . Mrs.  Al  Sherman,  who  suffered  severe 
burns  recently,  is  making  progress  but  will 
be  confined  to  the  hospital  for  a few  more 


weeks.  Her  husband  is  with  the  Columbia 
publicity  department  . . . Spyros  Skouras  is 
back  from  his  cross-country  trip  . . . Phil 
Reisman  and  Reginald  Armour  are  in  Hol- 
lywood conferring  with  George  J.  Schae- 
fer. Andy  Smith,  meanwhile,  is  on  a sales 
tour;  for  RKO,  of  course  . . . Harry  Gold 
slipped  into  a barber’s  chair  soon  as  he 
shook  off  a coast  trip  and  incurred  a razor 
nip  on  the  chin  while  talking  to  a reporter. 
Which  proves  he  doesn’t  talk  with  his 
hands  . . . Charlie  Schwartz  ran  off  to 
Palm  Springs  followmg  the  UA  stockhold- 
ers' meeting  and  won’t  be  back  for  a few 
weeks. 

Perry  Spencer,  who  used  to  labor  for 
Loew’s  hereabouts,  was  around  for  a few 
days.  He’s  now  publicity  director  for  Re- 
public in  Atlanta,  his  home  town  . . . Leo 
Guild  and  Ezra  Goodman  have  formed  a 
publicity  organization,  specializing  in 
amusement  publicity  and  promotion  . . . 
The  Warner  Club’s  annual  Xmas  Kiddie 
Party  will  be  held  December  21  at  the 
Brooklyn  Vitaphone  studio  . . . Zenn  Kauf- 
man was  the  principal  speaker  at  the  Ampa 
meeting  ...  He  gave  the  boys  a swell  idea 
of  how  to  employ  showmanship  in  business, 
especially  the  film  business.  Victor  Ma- 
ture was  also  on  hand  . . . Up  at  Lindy’s 
Ess  and  Fresserie  Gilbert  Josephson  is 
telling  Irv  Shapiro  and  Archie  Mayers 
about  his  plans  for  a big  blowout  Decem- 
ber 16  for  the  press  at  the  Champlain 
Restaurant.  It  seems  his  film,  “The 
Baker’s  Wife,”  will  by  that  date  have  es- 
tablished a record  run  for  any  French  film 
in  the  country.  It  will  be  44  weeks  old  at 
the  World.  The  runner  up  was  “Grand 
Illusion,”  which  ran  27  weeks  at  the  Film- 
arte  . . . Rube  Jackter,  nice  and  sunburned, 
and  Abe  Schneider  found  the  regular  Co- 
lumbia luncheon  table  occupied  by  a cou- 
ple of  refugees,  so  they  found  a new  spot 
. . . James  Dunn.  Rivoli  manager,  made  a 
twosome  with  Lloyd  Seidman  of  Donahue 
& Coe  . . . Walter  Reade  jr.  was  with  Sam 
Snaper  but  there’s  no  telling  who  was  host 
. . . M-G-M  has  acquired  film  rights  to 
“Doctors  on  Horseback,”  by  James  Thomas 
Flexner,  and  “The  Enchanted  City,”  by 
Peter  Quinn  . . . Jeanette  MacDonald  is 
here  on  the  last  leg  of  her  concert  tour. 
She  will  give  a recital  at  the  Westchester 
Community  Center  in  White  Plains,  De- 
cember 3. 


Two  New  Monographs 
On  Fairbanks,  Griffith 

New  York — The  Museum  of  Modern  Art 
Film  Library  has  prepared  two  mono- 
graphs, one  on  Douglas  Fairbanks,  the 
other  on  D.  W.  Griffith,  in  connection  with 
current  exhibitions  now  on  display  at  the 
Museum.  Other  books  may  be  published 
“from  time  to  time.” 

“Douglas  Fairbanks — The  Making  of  a 
Screen  Character,”  is  authored  by  Alistair 
Cooke,  runs  40  pages,  with  copious  use  of 
stills  from  the  actor’s  various  screen  roles. 

“D.  W.  Griffith — American  Film  Mas- 
ter,” was  written  by  Iris  Barry.  There 
are  36  pages. 


Blue  Laws  Ambitious 

Wilmington— Bowling  alleys  and  skat- 
ing rinks  are  the  latest  targets  of  Dela- 
ware’s Sunday  blue  laws  which  have  been 
under  fire  for  the  past  two  years  over 
agitation  arising  from  the  defeat  of  the 
Sunday  film  bill  in  the  last  session  of  the 
state  legislature  and  the  fining  of  a Re- 
hoboth  Beach  theatre  manager. 


Suggestion:  Check 
On  Christmas  Mail 

New  York — If  you're  thinking  of  send- 
ing some  Christmas  mail  to  friends 
abroad  hark  to  the  postoffice  depart- 
ment's action  in  suspending  holiday  par- 
cel post  service  to  40  countries. 

Following  are  part  of  the  countries 
which  are  definitely  not  on  Yuletide  de- 
livery lists:  Germany,  Poland,  Italy,  Bel- 
gium, Bulgaria,  Greece,  Czechoslovakia, 
Russia,  Turkey,  Sweden  and  the  Nether- 
lands. If  information  is  desired  on  sus- 
pended countries,  call  Pennsylvania  6-770 
and  ask  for  Information. 

Just  a BOXOFFICE  Yuletide  service. 

VI'-  --’J 

B lU  F F A IL  O 

^ARIOUS  members  of  local  theatres 
spent  Thanksgiving  attending  dances. 
Sighted  at  the  Canisius  College  affair 
were:  Mart  Murret,  Shea’s  Kenmore; 
Tommy  Bingham  and  Joe  Steiner,  Shea’s 
Seneca:  George  Murphy,  Shea’s  Elwood; 
James  Phillips,  Shea’s  Hippodrome,  and 
Gwen  McDonald  of  the  Lafayette  . . . The 
next  night  saw  Jim  Phillips  and  Bob 
Temple  of  the  Hipp;  Buck  Kozlow,  Tommy 
Cullen,  George  Thompson  and  Jack  Mes- 
ches  of  the  Buffalo,  and  Ruth  Weydman 
of  the  Lafayette  at  the  annual  Police  Ball, 
dancing  to  the  music  of  Blue  Barron  . . . 
Many  other  members  of  Filmrow  were 
seen  celebrating  at  the  Variety  Club  on  the 
Avenue  . . . Winners  of  the  turkeys  raffled 
off  by  the  Shea  office  staff  were:  Bill 
Brett,  Buffalo  house  manager:  Henry 
Freucht,  Buffalo  office,  and  Edith  Mau- 
rer. Bill,  one  of  the  last  to  purchase  a 
ticket,  was  the  first  to  win. 

Vincent  R.  McFaul  of  the  Shea  chain 
was  on  the  welcoming  committee  honor- 
ing Jeajiette  MacDonald,  who  sang  at  a 
concert  here  under  the  direction  of  Zorah 
Beery  . . . That  thunderous  noise  heard 
last  Tuesday  evening  about  8 p.  m.  along 
the  Main  Stem  was  the  din  of  amateur 
drummers  auditioning  for  Bill  Brett  of  the 
Buffalo  to  compete  in  the  contest  next 
week  . . . After  we  announced  that  Don 
Harpole,  “ex”  of  the  Bailey  Theatre,  is  in 
the  Army,  Marion  Gueth  of  the  Exhibi- 
tor (competitor)  places  him  in  the  Navy. 
We  could  compromise  on  the  Marines,  but 
the  Army  is  right  . . . Dick  Foster  and 
George  O'Brien  of  the  Buffalo  stage  and 
booth  respectively  are  back  on  the  job 
after  confinement. 

This  week  those  traditional  rivals  meet 
on  the  alleys.  Namely,  the  Buffalo  One 
and  Two  teams.  The  first  is  led  by  George 
Maurer,  and  includes  Bill  Brett,  Buck 
Kozlow,  Eddie  Meade  and  George  Thomp- 
son. The  second  is  under  the  direction  of 
Charles  McKernan,  and  includes  Jimmy 
O’Shea,  Joe  McCarthy,  Bill  Herceniak  and 
Tommy  Cullen  . . . There  has  been  no 
change  in  the  standings  of  the  teams,  but 
it  looks  like  Bob  Demming’s  Elwood  boys 
are  dropping  out.  They  forfeited  three 
games  to  George  Rosing ’s  top  team  Roose- 
velt . . . Bill  Warren  of  Shea’s  Kensington 
is  the  new  secretary  of  the  Shea  Service 
Employes  group,  defeating  Jim  Phillips 
by  three  votes. 
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^EWS  AND  VIEWS  OF  THE-  PRODUCTION  CEriTEP. 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Geslure  by  Academy  Ten  lATSE Locals  Seeking 
To  Talent  Guilds  Improvements  for  Members 


In  a determined  effort  to  increase  Acad- 
emy membership  and  to  create  a more 
solidified  and  united  cultural  and  educa- 
tional front  in  the  industry,  the  board  of 
governors  of  that  organization  has  sub- 
mitted to  the  Screen  Actors,  Screen  Di- 
rectors and  Screen  Writers  Guilds  proposals 
whereby  these  three  talent  groups  would 
be  brought  into  more  active  participation 
in  Academy  affairs. 

Executive  boards  of  the  three  guilds  now 
have  the  Academy  proposals  under  con- 
sideration, major  points  of  which  include: 

1.  Expansion  of  the  Academy  board  of 
governors  from  15  to  18,  to  provide  for  the 
inclusion  of  one  representative  from  each 
guild. 

2.  Revision  of  Academy  membership  by- 
laws to  provide  for  the  admittance  of  150 
new  members  from  each  guild — swelling 
the  total  Academy  roster  to  not  more  than 
1,00G.  Revision  of  the  by-laws  also  calls 
for  limiting  membership  in  the  five 
sciences  branches  to  a total  of  300,  and 
membership  in  other  branches  which  may 
be  established  would  be  limited  to  50  each. 

3.  Members  would  be  chosen  from  the 
SAG,  SDG,  and  SWG  rosters  whom  the 
board  of  governors  consider  have  “dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  the  arts  and/or 
sciences  of  motion  pictures  and  are  of 
worthy  personal  character.  The  principal 
basis  of  invitation  shall  be  winning  or  be- 
ing nominated  for  an  Academy  award.” 

Would  Help  Finance  Projects 

Under  the  proposed  new  setup  the  three 
guilds  would  aid  in  financing  Academy 
projects  through  contributing  the  equiva- 
lent of  $2  a year  for  each  Class  A member 
of  each  Guild.  A special  publicity  branch 
would  also  be  set  up,  to  be  known  as  the 
Public  Relations  Institute,  with  John  Le- 
Roy  Johnston,  Jock  Lawrence  and  Howard 
Strickling  named  as  members  of  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  its  organization. 

The  Academy  plan  cautions,  further- 
more, that  the  organization  “shall  be  kept 
free  from  political  activities  or  economic 
functions”  and  “shall  take  no  part  in  eco- 
nomic, political  or  religious  questions  . . . 
To  safeguard  this  basic  policy,  any  pro- 
posed action  involving  an  interpretation 
of  this  clause  shall  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  governors,  which  shall  not  take  affir- 
mative action  on  the  matter  if  three  of  the 
board  of  governors  attending  vote  in  the 
negative.” 

In  the  event  a favorable  reply  on  the 
project  is  received  from  the  guilds  in- 
volved, the  Academy  will  submit  its  pro- 
posed revision  of  by-laws  to  the  member- 
ship for  an  immediate  vote,  will  extend 


Newest  of  the  major  problems  confront- 
ing producers  in  their  relationships  with 
Hollywood’s  labor  contingents  involves  de- 
mands by  ten  lATSE  locals  for  improve- 
ments in  wages,  hours  and  working  condi- 
tions affecting  some  10,000  studio  work- 
ers. Pat  Casey,  head  of  the  producer- 
labor  contact  division,  has  notified  Harold 
V.  Smith,  director  of  the  lA  negotiating 
committee,  that  conferences  will  begin  De- 
cember 2.  Involved  are  the  sound  tech- 
nicians, costumers,  photographers,  make- 
up artists,  property  men,  grips,  projec- 
tionists, laborers  and  utility  workers,  set 
electricians  and  laboratory  technicians. 
Smith  declared  negotiations  would  be  di- 
rected principally  toward  revising  the  set- 
up as  regards  new  wage-hour  provisions 
and  amendments  to  the  fair  labor  stand- 
ards act. 

Simultaneously  the  lA  photographers 
announced  that  no  separate  charter  will 
be  issued  to  the  American  Society  of  Cine- 
matographers, which  has  been  seeking  an 
lA  affiliation,  and  indicated  a move  will 
shortly  be  made  to  absorb  ASC  members. 
The  ASC  countered  by  pointing  out  that 
that  organization  has  the  only  producer 
agreement  covering  directors  of  photog- 
raphy and  that  the  agreement  is  “in  full 
force  and  effect  and  has  a number  of 
years  to  run.” 


National  Labor  Relations  Board  in 
Washington  has  officially  designated  the 
Screen  Office  Employes  Guild  sole  bar- 
gaining agent  for  white-collar  workers  in 
seven  major  studios,  excluding  only  20th 
Century-Fox,  where  an  independent  union 
defeated  the  SOEG  in  recent  balloting.  The 
SOEG  promptly  announced  it  will  seek  a 
10  per  cent  wage  increase  for  its  members. 

California  Labor  Statistics  department 
has  revealed  a payroll  drop  in  the  film 
industry  in  October.  Average  weekly  earn- 
ings in  October  totaled  $549,000,  compared 
to  $590,000  in  September. 

Producers  met  with  Screen  Writers 
Guild  representatives  to  discuss  certain 
clauses  in  the  SWG  contract,  involving 
screen  credits.  Guild  shop  percentages  on 
the  various  lots  and  other  items. 

Hollywood  Guild  Council  held  its  an- 
nual election  of  officers,  choosing  Ed  Gil- 
bert, Screen  Set  Designers,  as  chairman 
and  Don  King,  Screen  Publicists  Guild, 
vice-chairman.  Next  HGC  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  December  17. 

The  Screen  Actors  Guild  B members 
have  voted  to  abolish  their  council  and 
have  approved  the  producer-SAG  stand- 
ing committee  report  which  recommends 
drastic  pruning  of  extra  ranks,  calling  for 
the  elimination  of  “casual”  extras,  as  an 
aid  toward  solving  unemployment. 


Fire  on  Metro  Back  Lot: 

Put  Damage  at  $350,000 

Damage  estimated  at  approximately 
$350,000  resulted  when  fire  swept  through 
the  M-G-M  back  lot  in  Culver  City.  Sets 
and  props  for  “The  Good  Earth,”  “Edison, 
the  Man”  and  other  pictures  were  destroyed 
and  the  flames  inflicted  serious  damage  on 
the  cartoon  building. 

Two  studio  firemen  were  injured  in  at- 
tempts to  subdue  the  blaze.  The  fire  did 
not,  however,  spread  to  the  stages  or  in 
any  way  interfere  with  production  sched- 
ules. 


membership  invitations  to  all  past  awards 
winners  and  nominees,  and  will  call  an 
election  for  a new  Academy  board. 

Producers  association  has  scheduled  its 
regular  monthly  meeting  for  December  2, 
with  Y.  Prank  Freeman,  association  presi- 
dent, presiding  and  Will  Hays,  MPPDA 
president,  attending.  Hays,  who  checked 
in  last  week  for  his  annual  autumn  visit, 
will  return  to  New  York  shortly  after  the 
association  session. 


No  Hays  Comment  on 
Contract  Renewal 


Will  H.  Hays,  who  is  now  here  on  his 
annual  winter  visit,  has  declined  to  issue 
any  comment  on  the  exclusive  story  in  a 
recent  issue  of  Boxoffice  reporting  that 
the  MPPDA  president  will  remain  in  that 
post  under  an  extension  of  his  current 
agreement,  which  expires  in  1941. 

At  the  same  time.  Hays  also  declined  to 
take  any  cognizance  of  various  other 
printed  reports  to  the  effect  that  a new 
contract  for  him  is  being  opposed  by  cer- 
tain members  of  the  association,  and  that 
efforts  are  allegedly  being  made  in  other 
quarters  to  limit  any  new  deal  to  a two- 
year  period  instead  of  the  customary  five. 


Republic  Sets  Vorhaus 

Republic  has  assigned  Bernard  Vorhaus 
to  produce  and  direct  “The  Lady  From 
New  Orleans.” 
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Broadcast  to  Britain 
To  Bolster  Morale 


For  "The  Great  Dictator" — 


Aviong  the  distinguished  visitors  on  hand  when  Charles  Chaplin’s  “The 
Great  Dictator’’  was  given  its  western  premiere  November  14  were  Gov. 
Herbert  Lehman  (center)  of  New  York  and  Mrs.  Lehman.  The  man  with 
the  mustache  at  left  is  Jerry  Colonna,  screen-radio  comedian,  who  func- 
tioned as  master  of  ceremonies.  The  affair,  atttended  by  scores  of  Holly- 
ivood  notables,  was  held  at  the  Carthay  Circle  Theatre,  where  the  film  now 
is  in  a two-a-day  run. 


Hollywood’s  most  popular  sport  during 
the  Christmas  season,  it  appears,  will  be 
participation  in  special  broadcasts  to  Eng- 
land designed  to  build  up  the  morale  of  the 
British  people. 

With  Alan  Mowbray  already  hard  at 
work  preparing  one  Christmas  Day  short- 
wave broadcast,  plans  are  now  being  laid 
for  another  such  enterprise,  a two-hour 
show  to  be  aired  December  21.  For  this 
one,  such  performers  as  Norma  Shearer, 
Claudette  Colbert,  Merle  Oberon,  Nazi- 
mova,  Mary  Martin,  Philip  Dorn,  Ronald 
Colman,  Spencer  Tracy,  Charles  Holland, 
Tony  Martin,  Charles  Boyer  and  Judy  Gar- 
land have  already  been  lined  up,  Mow- 
bray, meanwhile,  has  been  promised  the 
use  of  NBC’s  network  and  short-wave 
facilities  for  his  show. 

Active  for  CommunitY  Chest 

Interest  in  the  Christmas  broadcasts, 
however,  has  not  apparently  adversely  af- 
fected the  industry’s  Community  Chest  ac- 
tivity, At  the  second  meeting  of  the  Chest 
committee  Louis  B,  Mayer,  chairman,  re- 
ported exceptionally  satisfactory  progress 
is  being  made  and  indicated  that  collec- 
tions to  date  are  far  in  excess  of  any  pre- 
vious year.  Paramount  was  the  second 
studio  to  go  “over  the  top,”  following  Uni- 
versal. Amount  turned  in  by  the  Mara- 
thon Street  studio  has  not,  however,  been 
disclosed. 

Meantime,  in  connection  with  the  part 
Hollywood  and  its  personnel  are  to  play 
in  governmental  defense  preparations. 
Major  Nathan  Levinson,  vice-chairman  of 
the  Academv  Research  Council,  has  been 
advised  by  the  war  department  that  no  in- 
dustry workers  appointed  from  civil  life  to 
reserve  units  within  the  signal  corps  will 
be  called  upon  for  extended  active  duty 
without  their  consent. 

Signal  Corps  Labs 

The  Signal  Corps  photographic  labora- 
tory is  now  being  organized  under  Re- 
search Council  sponsorship. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture production  defense  committee,  held  at 
producers  association  headquarters,  final 
war  department  apnroval  of  plans  where- 
by the  industry  will  produce  non-profit 
training  films  for  army  recruits  was  pre- 
sented and  discussed.  Details  of  coopera- 
tion between  Hollywood  and  the  U.  S.  Sig- 
nal Corns  were  explained  by  Darryl 
Zanuck.  Sam  Briskin  and  Major  Nathan 
Levinson,  sub-committee  in  charge  of  pro- 
ducing the  films. 

Also  delivering  reports  were  Jack  Cher- 
tok  and  Gordon  Hollineshead,  who  dis- 
cussed the  proposed  production  of  a com- 
mercial short  for  the  U.  S.  Navy,  as  re- 
quested by  that  service  branch.  It  will  be 
produced  as  a regular  M-G-M  short.  Cher- 
tok  said,  and  will  be  distributed  through 
regular  M-G-M  channels. 

Committee  also  discussed  a proposed 
film  for  the  national  defense  advisory 
commission,  but  tabled  further  action  un- 
til the  arrival  here  of  Francis  Harmon, 
national  coordinator  for  all  defense  films, 
who  will  confer  on  the  proposal  with  Dr. 
Leo  C.  Rosten,  director  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture division  of  the  NDAC. 

Increasing  responsibility  being  shoul- 
dered by  Hollywood’s  defense  group  was 
emphasized  by  Will  Hays.  MPPDA  presi- 
dent. Attending  the  meeting,  in  addition 


Independent  Production 
Volume  Up  in  December 

Independent  production  activity  during 
December,  it  is  indicated,  will  parallel  that 
of  the  major  studios,  with  several  films 
geared  to  go  into  work  during  the  month. 

December  2 will  see  Pyramid’s  “Scatter- 
good  Baines”  getting  the  go-signal  at  RKO 
Pathe,  with  Christy  Cabanne  directing  and 
RKO  Radio  set  to  release  the  feature. 

E.  B.  Derr  will  roll  “Secret  Evidence”  at 
Talisman  December  4 for  Producers  Re- 
leasing Corp.,  working  from  a script  by 
Brenda  Kline.  Three  days  later,  also  for 
PRC,  Ted  Richmond  will  gun  “You  Betcha 
My  Life.”  starring  Henry  Armetta.  Gene 
Yarborough  has  been  set  to  direct. 

H.  J.  Cook  of  Hollywood  National  Pic- 
tures has  announced  consummation  of  a 
deal  whereby  he  will  produce  an  untitled 
action-melodrama  for  Roy  Reid,  midwest- 
em  distributor,  now  here  for  conferences 
on  the  picture.  Henry  Gibson  and  Alex 
Thurn-Taxis  have  written  the  script,  from 
which  Thurn-Taxis  will  direct.  Gibson, 
former  midwestern  exhibitor  and  exploi- 
teer,  serves  as  publicity  director. 

Sam  Katzman  has  signed  Pete  Mayer  as 
associate  producer  on  “Honeymoon  Cot- 
tage,” next  in  his  East  Side  Kids  series 
for  Monogram.  It  rolls  January  6 from  a 
Robert  Emmet  script. 

Meantime  President  W.  Ray  Johnston  of 
Monogram  announced  more  changes  in  the 
company  directorate.  Herman  Rifkin  has 
been  elected  vice-president  and  director, 
replacing  Thomas  P.  Loach,  who  resigned. 
Also  added  to  the  directorate  was  Mel 
Hulling,  west  coast  district  manager,  while 
Ray  E.  Young  was  elected  treasurer. 


Rivkin  Completes  Chore 

Allen  Rivkin  has  completed  the  script 
of  Warner’s  “Bad  Men  of  Missouri.” 


to  the  above,  were  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Hal 
Wallis,  Walter  Wanger,  Frank  Capra,  Fred 
Beetson,  Kenneth  Thomson,  John  Arnold, 
John  Nickolaus,  Charles  Boren,  Fred 
Meyer,  Howard  Strickling,  Richard  Day, 
Robert  Taplinger  and  Mendel  Silberberg. 


Firsl  "Hemispheric" 
Premiere  by  Metro 


Tying  in  with  Pan-American  Aviation 
Day,  December  17,  M-G-M  exploiteers 
have  laid  plans  for  the  first  “hemispheric” 
premiere  in  motion  picture  industry,  with 
the  studio’s  “Plight  Command”  to  debut 
on  that  day  in  four  cities — Washington, 
Havana,  Mexico  City  and  Toronto.  The 
Washington  premiere  will  be  held  at  Loew’s 
Capitol  under  sponsorship  of  the  National 
Aeronautic  Ass’n,  while  the  quadruple-pre- 
miere idea  was  based  upon  a suggestion 
made  by  Dr.  Leo  S.  Rowe,  director-general 
of  the  Pan-American  Union. 

The  event,  it  is  indicated,  will  be  an  an- 
nual one,  with  the  four  showings  attract- 
ing not  only  industry  dignitaries  but  gov- 
ernment notables  in  Canada,  Mexico  and 
the  United  States. 

Listed  also  for  unfurling  in  December  is 
Hal  Roach’s  United  Artists  production, 
“Road  Show,”  which  will  make  its  debut  in 
Pittsburgh,  December  6.  Frank  Seltzer, 
Roach’s  publicity  chieftain,  is  now  in  the 
east  lining  up  the  exploitation  campaign 
and  other  premiere  details. 

Latest  step  in  development  of  plans  for 
Warner’s  “Santa  Fe  Trail”  premiere  in 
Santa  Pe,  N.  M.,  December  13-14-15  was 
the  appointment  of  a committee  of  Santa 
Fe  residents  by  Gov.  John  R.  Miles  to  make 
arrangements  for  welcoming  the  Holly- 
wood delegation  attending  the  affair. 
State-wide  activity  will  be  coordinated 
with  a ‘Santa  Pe  Trail  Days”  fiesta.  The 
Hollywood  contingent,  including  stars  of 
the  film,  is  expected  to  total  300  names. 

Paramount  has  announced  plans  to  pre- 
miere “Love  Thy  Neighbor,”  co-starring 
Jack  Benny  and  Fred  Allen,  in  New  York 
late  in  December.  Benny  will  take  his  en- 
tire radio  troupe  to  the  metropolis  for  one 
or  two  broadcasts. 


Teamed  on  Western 
Morton  Grant  and  Arthur  V.  Jones 
have  been  assigned  to  script  an  untitled 
Tim  Holt  western  for  RKO. 
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VIRGINIA  FIELD  is  selected  for  a 
part  in  “Knockout.”  Splendid  train- 
ing for  the  role  should  have  been 
supplied  by  her  rumored  part  in  the  man- 
agement of  naive  Richard  Greene  and  the 
brilliant  idea  responsible  for  Greene’s 
widely-heralded  trek  to  Canada  to  offer 
his  services  to  the  army  of  that  country. 
The  devastating  type  of  publicity  which 
resulted  from  that  venture  bid  fair  to  ruin 
the  public  relations  of  a promising  young- 
ster. 

It  was  Master  Blurbist  Russell  Birdwell 
who  snatched  Greene’s  patriotic  fat  from 
the  fire  and,  incidentally,  therein  lies  a 
phase  of  the  fiasco  which  is  little  known. 

Returning  from  his  Canadian  jaunt  and 
finding  himself  somewhat  of  a laughing 
stock  in  the  film  colony,  thanks  to  the 
gossip  purveyors,  Greene  approached  Bird- 
well  seeking  counsel  as  to  what  might  be 
done  to  restore  the  popularity  which  he 
had  won  through  hard  work  and  a trace 
of  talent. 

The  Behemoth  of  Blurb  offered  to  take 
the  case  at  a fee,  the  mention  of  which 
would  make  the  rank  and  file  of  freelance 
publicists  drool  with  envy.  The  preceden- 
tal  honorarium  was  cheerfully  paid.  Bird- 
well  then  entrusted  Greene  to  one  of  his 
assistants,  who  smuggled  him  to  New  York 
and  secretly  placed  him  aboard  a ship 
bound  for  England.  It  was  not  until 
Green  had  landed  and  was  definitely  en- 
listed as  a private  in  the  British  Field 
Artillery  that  Birdwell  planted  a line  about 
his  new  and  lucrative  client.  Even  then 
the  publicity  was  limited  to  a sparse  para- 
graph stating  the  bare  facts  of  Greene’s 
enlistment. 

Parenthetically,  here  was  an  example  of 
erudite  public  relations  procedure  rare  in 
the  annals  of  Hollywood,  where  the  worth 
of  a press  agent  is  usually  established  by 
the  amount  of  space  he  can  garner,  re- 
gardless of  whether  the  material  which 
finds  its  way  into  that  space  is  harmful  or 


beneficial  to  the  client.  It  is  probably  one 
of  the  few  cases  in  filmdom’s  history  where 
a tom-tom  beater  was  paid  a princely  re- 
tainer for  planting  one  small  paragraph. 

Writes  Queen  Louella  from  Detroit: 
“Don’t  tell  me  these  personal  appeara7ices 
don’t  do  a world  of  good.” 

Which  expert  testimony  was  offered,  no 
doubt,  with  a weather  eye  on  the  Parsons 
bank  account. 


Metro  reports  that  Robert  Taylor  has 
checked  on  the  lot  to  "start  gun  practice  for 
his  next  role  in  'Billy,  the  Kid'." 

Simultaneously  the  wise-cracking  column- 
ists started  practicing  to  go  gunning  for  Tay- 
lor as  a celluloid  bad  man. 


Howard  Hughes  has  signed  Jane  Russell, 
19,  and  John  Buetel,  21,  as  leads  in  “The 
Outlaw.”  Both  are  unknowns  without 
previous  screen  or  stage  experience. 

An  interesting  experiment,  and  one 
which  may  be  a step  toward  answering  the 
industry’s  oft-repeated  plea  for  new  faces. 
Hughes  is  probably  the  only  Hollywood 
producer  who,  under  existing  conditions, 
can  afford  to  gamble  on  such  a test  case. 


A Warner  publicity  release  reveals  that 
“Thanksgiving  Day  found  the  inajority  of 
Warner  Bros,  stars  enjoying  turkey  and 
trimmmgs  in  their  own  homes.” 

Must  have  been  refreshingly  different  to 
get  the  bird  in  private. 


Similarly,  courage  — or  recklessness  — is 
shown  in  Paramount's  decision  to  change  the 
title  of  "There's  Magic  in  Music"  to  "The 
Hardboiled  Canary,"  which  latter  cognomen 
might  easily  be  considered  a paraphrase  of 
"The  Bronx  Cheer." 

Refusing  checks,  some  two  hundred 
Papago  Indians  working  in  “The  Bad  Man” 
on  location  at  Flagstaff  insisted  that  Di- 
rector Richard  Thorpe  pay  them  off  in 
silver  dollars,  which  had  to  be  flown  there 
by  plane. 

Hollywood’s  reputation  is  certainly  get- 
ting around. 


It  might  save  considerable  wear  and  tear 
on  the  fails  if  Jimmie  Fidler  would  make 
up  his  mind.  One  day  he  writes  “.  . . Girl 
I’d  like  to  see  come  back:  Vivacious  Elea- 
nore  Whitney.”  A few  days  later  he 
columns,  “.  . . Eleanore  Whitney,  many- 
jewelled  ex-star,  is  knitting  tiny  garments.” 

Metro  is  to  be  congratulated  for  its  astute- 
ness in  placing  under  a long-term  contract 
Edward  Arnold,  one  of  Hollywood's  most 
capable  and  popular  players.  The  portly 
star's  characterizations  in  scores  of  films  dur- 
ing the  past  several  years  have  lent  lustre  to 
himself  and  to  his  profession,  and  Arnold  has 
never  been  guilty  of  turning  in  a bad  per- 
formance. 

The  Culver  City  studio's  gain  can  well  be 
construed  as  a loss  to  other  companies  to 
whom  Arnold's  services  have  been  available 
as  a freelance  player  for  some  years  past. 


Syncopation,  Surgery,  Sleuthing,  Saddles 


Out  of  a quintet  of  features  which  com- 
prised a comparatively  meager  preview 
week,  only  one  will  find  its  way  to  the  top 
side  of  de  luxe  billings,  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  “Tin  Pan  Alley,”  which  loomed  as  an 
entertainment  Goliath  among  a group  of 
program  pigmies. 

The  Fox  opus  presents  a colorful  phase 
of  Americana,  tunefully  transmitted  to 
celluloid  and  emerging  as  a toe-tickling, 
heart-tugging  parcel  of  sparkling  film  fare. 
With  masterful  showmanship.  Producer 
Kenneth  Macgowan  analyzed  the  current 
taste  for  light,  laugh-laden  diversion  and 
created  a tempting  tid-bit  that  is  going  to 
keep  exhibitors’  cash  registers  ringing 
merrily.  Choosing  show  business  of  a 
quarter-century  ago  as  their  background, 
Robert  Ellis  and  Helen  Logan  evolved, 
from  a Pamela  Harris  original,  a script 
that  is  loaded  to  the  bursting  point  with 
humor  and  hmnanity,  songs  and  sighs, 
and,  upon  occasion,  a nostalgic  tear  for 
those  who  can  “remember  when.”  Under 
Walter  Lang’s  jauntily  paced  direction, 
performances  are  generally  superb  and  the 
music,  both  old  and  new,  is  woven  deftly 
into  the  motivation. 

* ^ 4: 

On  the  better  side  as  supporting  fare 


were  M-G-M’s  “Dr.  Kildare’s  Crisis”  and 
Columbia’s  release  of  the  Larry  Darmour 
production,  “Ellery  Queen,  Master  Detec- 
tive.” The  marquee  magnetism  of  the 
former  is  considerably  bolstered  by  the  ad- 
dition to  the  cast  of  Robert  Young,  billed 
as  “guest  star.”  His  presence,  plus  a high- 
ly dramatic  script  and  capable  perform- 
ances by  the  other  players,  places  the  lat- 
est in  the  Kildare  series  a notch  or  two 
above  average.  There  is  little  doubt  but 
what  it  will  prove  a satisfactory  chapter 
for  followers  of  the  young  medico’s  adven- 
tures. Harold  S.  Bucquet  imparted  steady 
capable  direction,  working  from  a screen- 
play by  Harry  Ruskin  and  Willis  Goldbeck. 
Goldbeck  and  Max  Brand  concocted  the 
original. 

The  Columbia-Darmour  offering,  initialer 
in  a proposed  series,  augurs  well  for  popu- 
lar acceptance  of  succeeding  entries.  Eric 
Taylor’s  script,  based  upon  the  super- 
sleuthing exploits  of  the  fictional  sleuth 
who  is  known  to  millions  through  novels 
and  radio  programs,  avoids  top-heaviness 
in  dramatic  qualities  through  the  injection 
of  considerable  refreshing  comedy  treat- 
ment. Ralph  Bellamy  is  an  excellent 
choice  for  the  title  character;  Darmour 
gave  the  offering  his  usual  sure-handed 
production  guidance  and  Kurt  Neumann 


turned  in  a good  directorial  job. 

* * * 

Then,  there  was  a pair  geared  for  the 
matinee  trade  and  subsequent  runs — 20th 
Century-Pox’s  “Charter  Pilot”  and  Mono- 
gram’s “Take  Me  Back  to  Oklahoma.” 

First-named  is  an  aviation  thriller  on  a 
distinctly  minor  scale,  which  will  probably 
find  its  most  rabid  acceptance  among 
juvenile  air  enthusiasts.  On  the  weak  side 
is  the  melodramatic  script  by  Stanley  Rauh 
and  Lester  Ziffren,  based  upon  an  original 
by  J.  Robert  Bren  and  Norman  Houston. 
Eugene  Horde’s  direction,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Sol  Wurtzel  as  executive  producer, 
is  up  to  standard  considering  the  material 
given  him. 

Probably  the  best  in  the  Tex  Ritter 
series,  and  reflecting  the  above-average 
budget  given  it  by  Producer  Edward  Fin- 
ney, is  Monogram’s  entry  in  the  sagebrush 
category.  As  such,  it  should  be  welcomed 
with  open  arms  by  fans  of  the  singing 
cowboy;  and,  in  those  situations  where 
western  fare  in  its  most  orthodox  form  is 
profitable  program  material,  the  film 
qualifies  as  highly  acceptable.  Robert  Em- 
met developed  the  original  screenplay  and 
A1  Herman  draws  credit  as  director. 
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Hoi  lytv  ood — 

— Personnelities 


Barnstormers 

Freelance 

GRACE  BKADEEY  opens  a four-week  p.  a.  tour 
in  Kansas  City,  November  28,  with  an  act  titled 
“Hollywood  Frivolities.”  She  moves  to  Chicago  in 
time  to  coincide  with  the  opening  of  Paramount's 
“There’s  Magic  in  Music,”  in  which  she  has  a 
featured  spot. 

M-G-M 

VIVIEN  LEIGH  and  HATTIE  MoDANIELS  to 

check  out  for  Atlanta,  Georgia,  to  re-enact  a 
scene  from  “Gone  With  the  Wind”  at  Loew’s 
Grand  Theatre  there  December  12  in  connection 
with  the  film’s  “anniversary  premiere.”  A regu- 
lar motion  picture  set  will  be  built  on  the  stage 
of  the  theatre  and  the  scene  will  be  re-made  ex- 
actly as  it  was  originally  shot. 

Paramount 

MADELiEINE  CAKKOLE  was  a featured  speaker 
at  a British  Rally  held  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Novem- 
ber 25,  by  arrangement  with  Lieut.  Col.  Frank 
Hodsoll  of  the  British  Consulate  War  Service  Ad- 
visory Board  in  Montreal. 

RKO  Radio 

DESI  ARNAZ,  new  contract  player,  making 
personal  appearances  at  the  Roxy  Theatre,  New 
York,  in  conjunction  with  showings  of  “Too  Many 
Girls,”  in  which  he  appears.  Arnaz  will  begin 
rehearsals  for  a play  shortly. 

Republic 

GENE  AUTRY  has  returned  from  an  extensive 
eastern  p.  a.  junket  and  is  preparing  for  his  next 
film  assignment,  “Valley  of  the  Moon.” 

Walter  Wanger 

JOHN  WAYNE  appeared  on  a radio  broadcast 
in  Chicago  November  20  in  connection  with  the 
opening  of  Wanger’s  “The  Long  Voyage  Home” 
at  the  Apollo  Theatre  there. 

Blur  hers 

Howard  Hughes 

RUSSELL  IJIRDWELL  signed  to  handle  pub- 
licity and  exploitation  on  “The  Outlaw,”  Howard 
Hughes  production  for  20th  Century-Fox  release. 

RKO  Radio 

CONNIE  KRF^BS,  of  studio  publicity  staff, 
checked  out  on  a two-month,  21,000-mile  trek  to  30 
cities,  planting  special  art  and  feature  material 
on  “No,  No.  Nanette,”  the  Anna  Neagle  starrer. 

Walter  Wanger 

JOHN  I.EKOY  JOHNSTON  checks  out  for  Seat- 
tie  and  Chicago  in  connection  with  bookings  of 
“The  Long  Voyage  Home”  in  those  cities.  John- 
ston has  traveled  45.000  miles  by  air  in  the  past 
few  weeks  exploiting  the  Wanger  film. 

Warner  Bros. 

NORMAN  MANNING  joins  studio  publicity 
staff. 

TOM  FOUDY  of  studio  publicity  staff  checks 
out  for  Santa  Fe.  N.  M.,  to  work  with  Irving 
Rubine  and  Will  Yolen  on  the  “Santa  Fe  Trail” 
world  premiere  there  December  13-14-15. 

Brieiies 

M-G-M 

I*ETE  SMITH  doing  commentary  and  editing 
“Wild  Horses.”  an  outdoor  short  featuring  special 
shots  of  wild  horses  in  Arizona  wilds. 

JOHN  NESBITT  is  preparing  three  “Passing 
Parade”  shorts  for  immediate  production;  “The 
Dark  River.”  scripted  by  Herman  Boxer;  “The 
Mystery  of  Mary  Mallon,”  to  be  directed  by  Sam- 
my Lee  from  Julien  Hochfelder’s  script,  and  “More 
Trifles  of  Importance,”  being  written  by  Sam  H. 
Chain. 

Cleiiers 

M-G-M 

BRONISLAW  KAPER  doing  musical  score  for 
“Bad  Man”  and  “Four  Cents  a Word.” 

CONSTANTIN  BAKALEINIKOFF  scoring  "Trees 
and  Homes,”  a Technicolor  Traveltalk  produced 
by  James  A.  FitzPatrick. 

GEORGIE  STOLL  composing  musical  score  for 
a special  number  in  “Ziegfeld  Girl.” 

Paramount 

ARTHUR  FRANKLIN  and  TOMMY  DORSEY 

begin  pre-scoring  music  for  “Las  Vegas  Nights,” 


forthcoming  Phil  Regan-Tommy  Dorsey  co-starrer. 
Score  includes  six  tunes. 

Warner  Bros. 

MARIE  GREEN,  radio  singer,  set  to  star  in  a 
“Melody  Master”  short  which  Jean  Negulesco  will 
direct. 

Loanouts 

Columbia 

JOAN  FONTAINE  borrowed  from  David  O. 
Selznick  to  co-star  with  Brian  Aherne  in  “And 
Now  Goodbye,”  from  the  James  Hilton  novel, 
which  rolls  early  in  January. 

Meggers 

Columbia 

RiniARI)  WALLACE  to  pilot  “A  Girl’s  Best 
Friend  l.s  Wall  Street”  for  Producer  Charles 
Rogers. 

IRVING  J?iTARR  named  associate  producer  on 
“Show  Business.” 

M-G-M 

A ICTOR  FLEMING  to  direct  a re-make  of  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson's  “Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde.” 
Spencer  Tracy  will  star  in  the  Victor  Saville  pro- 
duction when  he  has  completed  “Men  of  Boys 
Town.” 

MERVYN  LE  ItOY  to  direct  the  next  untitled 
“Thin  Man”  picture  co-starring  William  Powell 
and  Myrna  Loy. 

GEORIiE  CUKOR  to  direct  “A  Woman’s  Face,” 
Joan  Crawford’s  next  starring  vehicle.  Melvyn 
Douglas  and  Conrad  Veidt  will  have  the  leading 
featured  roles.  Story  concerns  a woman’s  struggle 
to  find  beauty  of  face  and  mind. 

RKO  Radio 

A^TIyLIAM  DIETERLE  to  produce  and  direct 
“The  Devil  and  Daniel  Webster”  as  his  first  since 
the  organization  of  William  Dieterle  Productions, 
Inc.  The  story  is  by  Stephen  Vincent  Benet,  who 
will  do  the  screen  treatment.  Charles  L.  Glett 
will  serve  as  associate  producer,  with  production 
to  be  launched  in  January. 

BAVII)  HOWARD  piloting  second  unit  on  “They 
Met  in  Argentina.” 

Republic 

JOSEI’H  SANTLEY  to  direct  "Sis  Hopkins,”  the 
Robert  North  production  starring  Judy  Canova. 
It  roils  Hecember  15. 

FR.VNK  McDonald  to  direct  “Arkansas 
Judge,”  starring  the  Weaver  Brothers  and  Elviry. 
It  starts  December  5 with  Armand  Schaefer  pro- 
ducing. 

Hal  Roach 

(iORDON  DOUGLAS  to  pilot  “Broadway 
Limited.”  Robert  Presnell  and  Rian  James  are 
doing  the  screenplay. 

20th  Century-Fox 

OTTO  BROWER  directing  second  unit  on 
“Western  Union.” 

Universal 

KEN  (rOLDSMITH  named  associate  producer  on 
“Moonlight  in  Hawaii.” 

JOHN  RAWLINS  to  “Six  Lessons  From  Madame 
La  Zonga.”  It  rolls  December  2. 

Warner  Bros. 

LEW  SEILER  to  pilot  “She  Stayed  Kissed,” 
rolling  December  1. 

ROBERT  LORD  named  associate  producer  on 
“Danger  Signal,”  forthcoming  Bette  Davis  starrer. 
Howard  Koch  and  Anne  Froelich  are  scripting 
from  Phyllis  Bottome’s  novel. 

AVH-LIAM  KEIGHLEY  to  direct  “The  Bride 
Came  C.  O.  D..”  next  James  Cagney  starrer,  which 
William  Cagney  will  produce. 

WOLFGANG  REINHARDT  named  associate  pro- 
ducer on  “Danger  Signal.” 

BYRON  HASKIN  piloting  second  unit  on  “Foot- 
steps in  the  Dark,”  including  three  days  of  loca- 
tion work  in  Griffith  Park. 

Options 

Columbia 

BEUI^AH  BONDI  signed  for  a top  role  in 
“Penny  Serenade.” 

CHESTER  MORRIS  set  for  the  title  role  in  the 
“Boston  Blackie”  series,  initialer  which  will  roll 
early  in  December  with  Robert  Florey  directing. 

Howard  Hughes 

WALL.VCE  REID  jr.  set  for  a lead  in  “The  Out- 
law,” 


THOMAS  MITCHELL  signed  for  a character 
lead  in  “The  Outlaw,”  which  Howard  Hawks  is 
directing  for  20th  Century-Fox  release. 

Ernst  Lubitsch 

ROLFE  SEDAN  signed  for  a character  role  in 
“That  Uncertain  Feeling.” 

SIG  RUMANN  given  featured  role  in  “That  Un- 
certain Feeling.” 

M-G-M 

EDWARD  ASHLEY,  featured  player,  given  new 
contract. 

JAMES  HORNE  jr.  and  VONDEL  DARK  draw 
roles  in  “Men  of  Boys  Town.” 

ROSCOE  ATES  draws  a featured  comedy  role 
in  “Ziegfeld  Girl.” 

GEORGE  SEATON  signs  one-picture  writing 
deal. 

EDWARD  ARNOLD  signs  term  acting  contract. 

CHARLES  HALTON  draws  a part  in  “Four 
Cents  a Word.” 

Paramount 

PHIL  REGAN,  singing  star,  handed  long-term 
contract.  He  reports  to  the  studio  in  January. 

ERIC  BLORE  signed  for  a comedy  role  in  “New 
York  Town.” 

I NA  MERKEL  draws  featured  assignment  in 
“Road  to  Zanzibar.” 

I*IIIL  REGAN  supplants  ALLAN  JONES  as  the 
singing  lead  in  “Las  Vegas  Nights.”  Jones  bowed 
out  because  of  an  influenza  attack. 

ELEANOR  vSTEWART  given  term  contract  as 
featured  player. 

Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

UHAKLKS  (JUIGLEY  and  MAKJOKIE  KEY- 
NOLDS  set  for  the  leads  in  “Secret  Evidence,” 
which  E.  B.  Derr  will  produce.  It  rolls  December 
4 from  a script  by  Brenda  Kline. 

Pyramid  Pictures 

DINK  TROUT  set  for  a role  in  “Scattergood 
Baines.”  He  portrays  the  same  part  in  the  radio 
series.  Production  on  the  film  starts  December  2, 
with  Christy  Cabanne  directing  for  RKO  Radio 
release. 

RKO  Radio 

ELSA  LANCHESTER,  Charles  Laughton’s  wife, 
given  term  acting  ticket. 

GENE  RAY'MOND  given  new  one-picture  deal. 
He  last  appeared  in  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith.” 

FAY  WRAY  and  WALTER  WOOLF  KING  draw 
toplines  in  “Prodigy,”  next  in  the  “Dr.  Christian” 
series  being  produced  by  Stephens-Lang. 

EDMl'ND  O’BRIEN  draws  term  acting  ticket. 

CARLOS  BARBA,  Uruguayan  vice-consul  in 
Hollywood,  signed  to  portray  the  “heavy”  in 
“They  Met  in  Argentina.” 

Stephens-Lang 

ELVIA  AIjLMAN,  “Cobina”  on  the  Bob  Hope 
airshow,  and  IRENE  RYAN,  of  the  air  team  of 
Tim  and  Irene,  signed  for  roles  in  “Prodigy,”  star- 
ring Jean  Hersholt.  RKO  Radio  will  release. 

20th  Century-Fox 

NUNNAIAA''  JOHNSON,  producer-writer,  hand- 
ed new  two-year  contract.  His  current  assignment 
is  “Tobacco  Road.” 

Universal 

WARREN  DUFF  given  one-picture  writing  deal. 

FETER  SULLIVAN  signs  term  acting  pact.  He 
rnade  Ills  film  debut  in  “Seven  Sinners.” 

Warner  Bros. 

V IRGINIA  FIELD  signed  for  a featured  spot  in 
“Knockout,”  starring  Wayne  Morris. 

HENRY  BLANKE  given  new  two-year  contract 
as  an  associate  producer.  He  has  been  with  the 
studio  for  15  years. 

DOUGLAS  KENNEDY,  former  dramatic  coach, 
signs  term  contract.  He  has  been  assigned  roles 
in  “Knockout,”  “Stuff  of  Heroes”  and  “Footsteps 
in  the  Dark.” 

Percenteers 

DONAED  FKIEDE,  story  editor  for  Myron  Selz- 
niok,  planed  to  New  York  for  a two-week  trip. 

Scripters 

Sol  Lesser 

GEOKOE  BKUCE  to  “Strange  Victory,’’  sched- 
uled to  roll  in  January.  Rose  Franken  and  Wil- 
liam Brown  Meloney  wrote  the  original. 

M-G-M 

UEON  GORDON  to  "Tell  It  to  the  Marines.” 
Hunt  Stromberg  will  produce. 

\VILLI.\M  K.  EIPMAN  to  “Murder  by  Radium,” 
a ’’Nick  Carter”  detective  adventure,  tor  Producer 
Frederick  Stephani. 

GEKTKFDE  PUKCEUE  to  “Babes  on  Broadway,” 
a Mickey  Rooney-Judy  Garland  co-starring  musi- 
cal. Arthur  Freed  is  the  producer. 

JONATH.AN  EATIMEK  to  an  untitled  “Thin 
Man”  sleuth  story,  to  co-star  William  Powell  and 
Myrna  Loy.  George  Haight  will  produce  and 
Mervyn  LeRoy  is  the  director. 

Monogram 

.MILTON  KAISON  to  ’’Tumbledown  Ranch  in 
Arizona”  as  a “Range  Busters”  western  for  Pro- 
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clucer  George  W.  Weeks. 

Pyramid  Pictures 

MIC’HAKL  SIMMONS  completes  “Scattergood 
Baines,”  which  Jerry  Brant  will  film  for  RKO 
Radio  release. 

RKO  Radio 

DKLMEK  DAVES  to  “Unexpected  Father,’’  from 
the  novel  by  Eric  Hatch. 

MORTON  GRANT  and  ARTHUR  V.  JONES  to 
un  untitled  Tim  Holt  western. 

Republic 

GEORGE  CAKEETON  BROWN  to  “Babes  on 
Broadway,”  in  which  the  studio’s  younger  talent, 
including  Mary  Lee,  Lois  Ranson  and  Jane  Frazee, 
will  feature. 

Hal  Roach 

PAGE  GERARD  SMITH  writing  added  dialogue 
for  “Topper  Returns,”  now  being  directed  by  Roy 
Del  Ruth. 

20th  Century-Fox 

JOHN  LARKIN  to  an  untitled  “Charlie  Chan.” 

JAMES  THURIiER  set  to  adapt  his  “My  Life 
and  Hard  Times,”  delays  trip  to  studio  to  begin 
assignment  because  of  an  eye  operation  in  New 
York. 

Universal 

SIDNEY  SUTHEREAND  to  “Rhapsody  in 
Stripes”  for  Producer  Ken  Goldsmith. 

Warner  Bros. 

FRED  NII5LO  jr.  to  “Happy  Family,”  from  a 
story  by  Kathryn  Scola  and  Gene  Markey. 

FREDERICK  TORBERG  teamed  with  BEN 
.^lARKSON  on  “Night  Warning,”  story  of  the 
Royal  Air  Force. 

ALLEN  RIVKIN  completes  “Bad  Men  of  Mis- 
souri.” 

CHARLES  KENYON  to  “Highway  99,”  to  star 
Humphrey  Bogart  and  Ida  Lupino.  Edmund  Grain- 
ger will  produce. 

ANTHONY  COLDEWAY  to  “Murder  on  the  Sec- 
ond Floor,”  from  a play  by  Frank  Vosper.  Wil- 
liam Lundigan  and  Maris  Wrixon  will  team  in 
the  leads. 

LENORE  COFFEE  to  “Quietly  My  Captain 
Waits.”  from  the  Evelyn  Eaton  novel. 


Majors  Add  More  Films 
To  December  Lineups 

That  most  welcome  of  all  Christmas  gifts 
for  studio  workers — continued  employment 
through  the  holiday  season — seems  virtu- 
ally a certainty  as  the  major  lots  continue 
to  add  vehicles  to  their  starting  lineups 
for  the  month  of  December. 

Twentieth  Century-Pox,  for  example,  has 
announced  it  will  keep  a heavy  schedule 
going  through  Christmas  and  New  Year’s, 
reversing  past  custom,  when  busy  holiday 
schedules  were  avoided.  With  “How  Green 
Was  My  Valley”  and  “Uncensored”  due  to 
go  before  the  cameras,  the  studio  will  also 
continue  filming  “Tobacco  Road,”  “Sleep- 
ers West”  and  “The  Road  to  Rio.”  One 
change  has  been  made  on  its  1940-41 
schedule,  however — decision  having  been 
reached  to  shift  filming  of  “The  Golden 
Study,”  a novel  by  Stephen  Longstreet, 
over  to  1941-42  in  order  to  gain  an  op- 
portunity to  study  book  sales  and  deter- 
mine how  extensive  a budget  should  be  ac- 
corded the  production. 

M-G-M  will  add  to  its  quota  with  “Lady 
Be  Good,”  “Mr.  Co-Ed”  and  “Blossoms  in 
the  Dust,”  but  has  postponed  “The  Ad- 
ventures of  Pierre”  and  “The  Yearling” 
until  spring  because  both  films  require  ex- 
tensive outdoor  locations,  difficult  now  be- 
cause of  unfavorable  weather  conditions. 

RKO  Radio  plans  to  launch  during  De- 
cernoer  “The  Devil  and  Miss  Jones,”  “How 
to  Meet  a Man,”  a Tim  Holt  western  and 
“True  to  Form.”  In  January  it  will  gun 
“The  Saint’s  Vacation”  in  London,  with 
William  Sistrom  producing — reviving  pro- 
duction activities  abroad  for  the  first  time 
since  the  war  started. 

Paramount’s  December  schedule  includes 
“Skylark”  and  “There’s  Always  Juliet.” 
Universal  will  roll  “Six  Lessons  From 
Madame  Lazonga”  and  “Buck  Privates.” 
On  the  Warner  lot  “Fiesta  in  Manhattan,” 
“Tugboat  Annie  in  Drydock,”  “Sergeant 
York”  and  “Bad  Men  of  Missouri”  will  all 
get  the  go  signal.  Monogram  lists  “I 
Cover  the  Waterfront”  and  a new  “Range 
Busters”  western  for  December  cameras. 


Hospitalized  in  Redlands  are  Eddie 
Bracken,  Paramount  comedian,  and  his 
wife,  as  the  result  of  a three-car  acci- 
dent in  Bannmg.  Bracken  suffered  super- 
ficial cuts  and  bruises  but  Mrs.  Bracken 
was  seriously  injured  . . . Renie,  RKO 
Radio  stylist,  has  returned  to  the  studio 
after  a two-week  vacation  in  Guadalajara, 
Mexico. 

* 

First  member  of  the  film  industry  to 
volunteer  and  be  accepted  for  the  army, 
Victor  E.  Kline  jr.,  Warner  cutter,  was 
honored  at  a stag  dinner  given  him  by 
studio  film  editors.  Key  speaker  was  Harry 
M.  Warner. 

* 

Because  of  ‘‘increasing  pressure’’  of  stu- 
dio activities.  Jack  Warner  has  resigned  as 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Hollywood 
Turf  Club.  He  will  remain,  however,  as 
a member  of  the  board  of  directors. 

* 

Hal  Roach  was  honored  by  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Los  Angeles  Turf  Club  at 
a testimonial  dinner  given  for  him  at  the 
California  Club,  November  26.  Roach  re- 
cently retired  from  the  presidency  of  the 
organization,  a post  which  he  has  held 
since  its  inception  in  1934. 

* 

Mark  Sandrieh,  Paramount  producer- 

Riikin  Monogram  OHicer: 
Hulling  to  the  Board 

Hollywood — Herman  Rifkin  has  been 
elected  vice-president  and  a director  of 
Monogram,  while  Mel  Hulling  also  has 
joined  the  company’s  directorate,  accord- 
ing to  an  announcement  by  President  W. 
Ray  Johnston.  Rifkin  is  a veteran  New 
England  distributor  and  one  of  the  origi- 
nal organizers  of  Monogram  Pictures  in 
1930.  His  exchanges  became  identified 
with  Republic  in  1935  and  he  sold  his 
franchise  to  Herbert  J.  Yates,  Republic 
head,  last  year.  Rifkin  also  operates  eight 
theatres  in  Massachusetts. 

Hulling  replaces  Thomas  P.  Loach,  for- 
mer vice-president,  who  resigned.  Hulling 
has  been  connected  with  the  industry  for  a 
quarter-century  and  has  been  with  Mono- 
gram since  1938  when,  in  partnership  with 
Ray  Olmstead  and  Howard  Stubbins,  he 
managed  the  San  Francisco  office  for 
Monogram  Pictures  of  California  and  the 
Northwest.  In  1939  Hulling  was  appointed 
Pacific  Coast  district  manager. 


Suspend  Sanders 

Because  he  termed  one  of  the  dual  roles 
“objectionable,”  George  Sanders  has 
drawn  a suspension  at  20th  Century-Fox 
for  refusing  to  accept  the  lead  in  “Un- 
censored.” He  has  been  replaced  by  John 
Loder. 


Add  Three  Exchanges 

Three  more  Producers  Releasing  Corp. 
exchanges  have  been  opened,  according  to 
President  Harry  Rathner,  bringing  the 
total  to  28.  New  branches  are  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  Oklahoma  City,  and  St.  Louis. 


Heart  Attack  Fatal 

Flagstaff,  Ariz. — A heart  attack  caused 
the  death  of  Arthur  Maximem,  60,  veteran 
showman  who  had  operated  the  Orpheum 
here  for  the  past  15  years. 


director,  has  returned  from  a week’s  stay 
at  Coronado. 

* 

Henry  Henigson,  executive  producer  for 
Globe  Productions,  has  returned  from  a 
quick  trip  to  New  York  on  business  for  the 
company,  and  has  launched  active  work  on 
“Pot  O’  Gold,”  being  made  by  James 
Roosevelt’s  company  for  United  Artists  re- 
lease. 

* 

Director  Alfred  Hitchcock  planes  out 
December  8 on  a tour  of  eight  key  cities, 
planning  to  trade-show  his  latest,  “Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith,”  made  for  RKO. 

* 

Edward  Finney,  Monogram  producer, 
has  returned  from  a New  York  trip. 

* 

Monroe  Greenthal,  new  United  Artists 
advertising -publicity  chief,  was  formally 
introduced  to  the  company’s  producers  by 
Murray  Silverstone,  UA  chieftain,  at  a 
luncheon-meetmg  which  involved  a per- 
sonal discussion  of  future  selling  plans. 
Silverstone  is  scheduled  to  remain  here  for 
about  two  weeks  . . . Andy  Smith,  RKO 
Radio’s  general  sales  manager,  is  in  from 
the  east  for  studio  and  distribution  con- 
ferences. 

Will  Chart  Future  UA 
Operation  Under  Decree 

Hollywood — While  United  Artists  is 
not  a party  to  the  consent  decree,  the 
company’s  business  will  be  affected  by  it, 
and  the  most  effective  sales  policies  must 
be  determined. 

That  was  the  general  conclusion  as  the 
UA  stockholders  meeting  wound  up  here, 
and  the  objective  to  be  discussed  individu- 
ally with  UA  producers  by  Murray  Silver- 
stone in  a ten -day  extension  of  his  coast 
visit.  To  make  the  conferences  less  un- 
wieldy, committees  representing  the  var- 
ious UA  producers  may  be  named  to  con- 
fer with  the  company  chief. 

All  present  UA  directors  have  been  re- 
elected, including:  James  Mulvey,  for 
Samuel  Goldwyn;  Charles  Schwartz,  for 
Charles  Chaplin;  Dennis  F.  O’Brien,  for 
the  Douglas  Fairbanks  estate;  Herbert 
Maas,  for  Mary  Pickford;  Harry  J.  Muller, 
treasurer,  and  Edward  C.  RafteiT,  secre- 
tary. Ai’thur  W.  Kelly,  Harry  D.  Buckley 
and  Harry  Gold  were  re-elected  vice-presi- 
dents. 

Present  at  the  meetings  were  Silver- 
stone; George  Bagnall,  representing  Alex- 
ander Korda;  Harry  Bardt,  representing 
the  Fairbanks  estate;  Schwartz;  Loyd  C. 
Wright,  representing  Mary  Pickford  and 
Mulvey. 

Silverstone  asserted  the  Fairbanks  stock 
has  not  been  offered  for  sale  and  declared 
that  “nothing  has  been  done”  concerning 
the  sale  of  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  stock. 

Mulvey  and  Schwartz  were  the  first  to 
check  out,  Mulvey  going  directly  to  New 
York  and  Schwartz  stopping  off  in  Palm 
Springs  for  a short  holiday  before  return- 
ing east. 


Cut  Admission 

Los  Angeles — Fox  West  Coast’s  Lido 
has  dropped  its  general  admission  scale 
from  35  to  20  cents. 
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Dispute  Handling 
Of  "U”  Product 


Los  Angeles — Controversy  has  arisen 
here  concerning  the  handling  of  Universal 
product  by  two  local  circuits — comprising 
Fox  West  Coast’s  Southern  California 
chain  and,  as  well,  RKO’s  first-run  Hill- 
street  and  Pantages  theatres. 

Universal  executives  declare  they  intend 
doing  nothing  about  the  action  taken  by 
President  Charles  P.  Skouras  of  FWC,  who 
ordered  his  circuit’s  subsequent-run  spots 
not  to  book  “Spring  Parade,”  starring  De- 
anna Durbin,  on  the  grounds  Universal  de- 
viated from  its  FWC  deal  by  booking  the 
film  into  the  independently-operated 
Hawaii  in  Hollywood  before  making  it 
available  to  FWC. 

Skouras  contends  Universal  was  obli- 
gated to  offer  the  Durbin  film  to  FWC 
following  its  first-run  at  the  Hillstreet  and 
Pantages,  but  that  the  distributing  com- 
pany neither  so  offered  it  nor  approached 
the  FWC  president  to  secure  permission  to 
sell  the  film  away  from  the  circuit. 

Say  Ban  Is  Confined 

However,  an  attache  at  Universal — cor- 
roborated by  word  from  an  FWC  spokes- 
man— declared  he  had  been  informed  the 
Skouras  ban  affected  only  the  Durbin  film 
and  that  no  FWC  action  has  been  taken  or 
is  indicated  that  might  cancel  the  entire 
Universal-FWC  product  deal.  This  Uni- 
versal executive — who  asked  that  his  name 
be  withheld — pointed  out,  furthermore, 
that  “Spring  Parade”  grossed  heavily  in 
its  first-runs  here  and  indicated  that,  by 
refusing  to  book  it,  FWC  is  absorbing  a 
self -administered  spanking. 

Universal’s  other  reported  product  con- 
troversy— with  RKO  Theatres — seems  to 
have  been  largely  exaggerated,  if  sources 
close  to  the  matter  can  be  believed.  Co- 
incidentally, it  also  revolves  around 
“Spring  Parade”  and  took  the  form  of  as- 
sertions that  alleged  grievances  arising  out 
of  the  handling  of  Universal  product  at 
the  Hillstreet  and  Pantages — particularly 
the  fact  that  the  two  theatres  ran  “Spring 
Parade”  only  ten  days  despite  exception- 
ally high  grosses — had  caused  Universal  to 
cancel  its  first-run  contract  with  those 
houses  and  move  over  to  Warner’s  Holly- 
wood and  Downtown  theatres. 

These  reports  have  been  dismissed  by 
Universal  and  RKO  theatre  executives  as 
“unfounded.”  A Universal  attache  admitted 
that  his  company  has  sold  two  forthcom- 
ing pictures,  “Seven  Sinners”  and  “A  Little 
Bit  of  Heaven”  away  from  RKO  to  the 
Hollywood  and  Downtown,  but  explained; 

“The  matter  is  getting  a lot  of  unde- 
served notoriety.  We  have  an  understand- 
ing with  our  first-run  customers  that,  in 
the  event  they  have  so  large  a backlog  of 
implayed  product  that  they  can’t  use  a 
particular  Universal  picture  within  a rea- 
sonable length  of  time,  we  are  permitted 
to  sell  that  film  away  from  the  circuit.  We 
take  this  action  in  order  to  keep  our  pic- 
tures moving  evenly  and  regularly.  It  is 
nothing  new.  Early  this  year  we  sold 
‘Argentine  Nights’  to  Paramount  and 
‘Slightly  Tempted’  and  ‘I’m  Nobody’s 
Sweetheart’  to  the  Warner  houses.” 

He  dismissed  as  “absurd”  reports  that 
Universal  had  any  grievance  against  RKO 
for  yanking  “Spring  Parade”  out  at  the 
end  of  a profitable  ten-day  run. 

Supporting  the  Universal  executive’s  con- 
tention that  the  RKO-Universal  tieup  has 
not  been  altered  despite  the  Universal- 
Warner  deal  was  Millroy  Anderson,  RKO 
Hillstreet  manager. 


First  to  Deliver — 

Producer  Joe  Pasternak  (left)  and 
Deanna  Durbin,  of  Universal,  turn 
over  to  Louis  B.  Mayer  their  studio’s 
contributions  toward  the  current  Com- 
munity Chest  drive  in  Hollywood.  Uni- 
versal, first  to  hit  its  quota,  reported  a 
100  per  cent  response  and  a 125  per 
cent  increase  over  last  year’s  contri- 
butions. Mayer  is  chairman  of  the 
Hollywood  Community  Chest  commit- 
tee. 


fjARRY  W.  GRAHAM  of  the  Graham 
Bros.  Theatre  Supply  has  returned  from 
Chicago  where  he  was  named  chairman- 
secretary of  the  newly  formed  Theatre 
Dealers  Equipment  Protective  Ass’n.  The 
purpose  of  the  group  will  be  for  the  mu- 
tual protection  and  improvement  of  this 
industry,  and  a central  point  will  be  es- 
tablished where  grievances  against  manu- 
facturers can  be  ironed  out. 

A fire  in  the  booth  at  the  Victory  The- 
atre, causing  $100  damage,  was  started 
when  the  film  became  jammed.  There 
were  800  in  the  house  but  panic  was  aver- 
ted when  B.  A.  Hendrix,  manager,  went 
to  the  stage  and  asked  the  audience  to 
stay  in  their  seats.  Usher  Richard  Gillis 
and  Projectionist  Harold  Lehens  extin- 
guished the  blaze. 

Press  Woods,  former  assistant  manager 
of  the  Denver  Theatre,  has  returned  from 
Los  Angeles  where  he  took  a month’s  in- 
struction in  candy  display  and  selling  as 
it  pertains  to  theatres.  He  has  been  placed 
in  charge  of  candy  sales  in  the  Pox  Inter- 
mountain theatres,  and  the  counters,  orig- 
inated and  being  built  by  the  Skouras 
Bros.,  head  of  the  circuit,  will  be  placed  in 
about  30  houses  in  the  Denver  territory. 
Chuck  Norton,  chief  of  service  at  the  Den- 
ver, gets  the  assistant  manager’s  job  while 
Howard  Fitzgerald,  doorman,  goes  to  the 
chief  of  service  post. 


“Arise,  My  Love,”  after  packing  them  in 
most  of  the  week,  is  holding  over  at  the 
Denham.  All  first  runs  were  well  above 
average  the  past  week  . . . Fox  Inter- 
mountain is  opening  their  new  Fox  at  La 
Junta,  Colo.,  this  week.  The  chamber  of 
commerce  is  sponsoring  the  event. 


J.  J.  Goodstein  plans  to  keep  his  newly 
remodeled  Lincoln  closed  until  about 
March  1.  By  that  time  it  is  expected  the 


PCCITO  Inlent  on 
Opposing  Decree 


Los  Angeles — Their  primary  object  to 
discuss  the  consent  decree  and  further 
efforts  which  may  be  made  toward  op- 
posing it,  trustees  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
Conference  of  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers met  in  San  Francisco  November  26-27. 

Reviewed  at  the  session  was  the  report 
submitted  by  Attorney  Paul  J.  Ziegler, 
who  represented  the  conference  at  recent 
New  York  hearings  on  the  decree.  Ziegler, 
in  his  eastern  appearance,  was  denied  for- 
mal leave  to  intervene  and  was  also  denied 
his  plea  that  entry  of  the  decree  be  de- 
ferred. 

It  was  expected  no  official  report  re- 
garding action  taken  at  the  meeting  would 
be  revealed  until  the  return  here  of  R.  H. 
Poole,  executive  secretary,  who  was  ac- 
companied north  by  Hugh  W.  Bruen  and 
Jack  Y.  Berman,  PCCITO  trustees  repre- 
senting the  Independent  Theatre  Owners 
of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz. 


Blumenield  Circuit  Opens 
Downtown  S.  F.  Esquire 

San  Francisco — The  Blumenfeld  circuit 
on  Thursday  opened  the  Esquire,  new 
downtown  theatre  located  on  the  site  of 
the  old  Marion  Davies  on  Market  Street 
at  Fifth  in  the  midst  of  the  theatre  dis- 
trict. This  is  the  third  theatre  of  this 
name  to  be  built  by  the  Blumenfelds,  Joe 
and  Abe,  and  gives  San  Francisco  a lav- 
ish subsequent  run  in  the  downtown  dis- 
trict. 


new  housing  project  close  by  will  be 
filled.  The  project  will  house  over  300 
families. 

Spyros  Skouras  here  for  a budget  meet- 
ing of  Fox  Intermountain  . . . T.  J.  Cleary, 
auditor  for  20th  Century-Fox,  expects  to 
be  here  for  a month  checking  things  at 
the  exchange. 

John  W.  Drake  is  building  a new  340- 
seat  house  at  Ft.  Sumner,  N.  M.  . . . Harry 
S.  and  Russell  Allen,  operating  the  Allen 
at  Farmington,  N.  M.,  are  rebuilding  the 
house  at  Aztec,  N.  M.,  to  be  named  the 
Aztec,  with  240  seats. 

Joe  Stone,  salesman  for  national  The- 
atre Supply,  is  back  from  an  extensive  and 
successful  sales  trip  south. 

John  Mattern,  who  recently  sold  his 
State  Theatre  at  North  Platte,  Neb.,  is  in 
town  and  looking  for  another  spot. 

Harry  Sachs,  booker  for  Interstate  The- 
atres, Dallas,  Tex.,  and  George  L.  Tucker, 
Albuquerque  city  manager,  were  in  Den- 
ver on  one  of  their  regular  booking  ex- 
peditions . . . Manager  Robert  Hill,  Barney 
Shooker,  Sam  Dare  and  Sam  Cramer,  and 
Booker  Tom  Robinson,  have  returned 
from  a Columbia  sales  meeting  in  Los 
Angeles. 

Seen  on  the  Row  buying  supplies  and 
arranging  bookings  were  Frank  Barnes  of 
the  Capitol,  Springfield,  Colo.;  R.  D.  Er- 
win of  Kremmling,  where  he  headquarters 
his  circuit;  Mrs.  S.  Kelloff  of  Aguilar, 
Colo.,  and  J.  H.  Roberts  of  the  Cover  The- 
atre. Roberts  said  he  came  to  town  for 
the  express  purpose  of  taking  the  father 
of  his  two  sons  down  to  see  Santa  Claus. 
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CAN  FRANCISCO’S  famous  old  Eddy 
Street  landmark,  the  historic  Tivoli 
Opera  House,  has  been  taken  over  by  Joe 
Meyer  and  will  open  Christmas  Day  with 
an  all  variety  program.  The  theatre  was 
given  a complete  renovation  two  months 
ago  in  preparation  for  “The  Enchanted 
Well”  which  folded  within  a week.  Since 
then  the  house  has  been  used  on  weekends 
for  promotion  pictures.  Meyer  leaves  the 
Eddie  Skolak  organization  to  go  into  the 
venture. 

Columbia  held  a two-day  sales  meeting 
the  past  weekend  with  salesmen,  bookers, 
managers  and  assistant  managers  from  the 
western  states  in  attendance.  Jerome  Saf- 
ron  was  up  from  Hollywood  and  Abe  Mon- 
tague and  Rube  Jackter  planed  in  from 
the  east  for  the  conference.  It  was  a suc- 
cessful meeting  according  to  all  reports. 
Jackter  and  Montague  left  for  New  York 
the  first  of  the  week. 

Ellis  Levy  is  heading  for  Cleveland  early 
in  December  to  open  the  new  Telenews 
Theatre  there.  Levy  will  go  on  to  New 
York  and  resume  his  managership  of  the 
local  Telenews  in  January  . . . Bob  Lippert 
is  looking  for  his  new  Packard.  It  seems 
someone  helped  himself  to  it  . . . Mel  Hul- 
ling is  receiving  the  congratulations  of  the 
Row  upon  his  appointment  to  the  Mono- 
gram board  of  directors  . . . Herb  Bluechel 


has  taken  over  the  Temple  Theatre  from 
Mrs.  Helen  Seiter.  The  house  was  former- 
ly owned  by  Herb. 

George  Hickey  and  L.  C.  Wingham  off 
to  Chicago  for  the  M-G-M  sales  meeting 
. . . Elva  Rathbun  is  the  new  switchboard 
operator  at  Republic  . . . Producer’s  Re- 
leasing Corp.  is  now  releasing  “Hollywood 
News  Reel’’  and  the  bookings  on  this  film 
are  rolling  in  ..  . “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  is  in  its  third  Market  Street  week 
as  is  “The  Letter”  . . . The  Golden  Gate 
has  started  its  employe’s  scrip  drive  and 
each  and  every  employe  who  turns  in  $200 
worth  of  sales  receives  a week’s  vacation 
with  pay  in  addition  to  other  compensa- 
tion. 

Ralph  Austin  has  sold  the  Lovelock 
Theatre  in  Lovelock,  Nev.,  to  Harris  and 
Voller  of  the  Idaho  circuit.  Austin  will 
devote  his  time  to  his  club  in  Reno  . . . 
Bill  Drummond  is  now  handling  the  dis- 
tribution of  Dixie  Films,  all-Negro  pictures 
. . . Columbia  has  hired  Harold  Davis  to 
fill  a vacancy  in  their  shipping  depart- 
ment . . . “Arizona,”  the  much-publicized 
Columbia  picture,  will  be  given  a big  open- 
ing at  the  Orpheum,  December  19  . . . 
Warner  previewed  “South  of  Suez”  this 
week. 

Lou  Marks  of  the  Rialto,  Sacramento,  is 
in  the  hospital  there  for  an  operation  . . . 


ILOS  AMCillEllLllES 


rjLSIE  SCHULTZ,  M-G-M  film  inspec- 
tress, is  resting  comfortably  at  the 
Methodist  Hospital  following  an  opera- 
tion . . . After  an  absence  of  16  weeks, 
Ben  Fish,  western  division  manager  for 
United  Artists,  has  returned  to  his  head- 
quarters at  the  exchange  here.  He  has 
been  in  Denver  and  other  key  cities  in  the 
territory  . . . Fighting  a cold  is  Ken  Kay- 
ser,  merchandise  manager  for  Altec  Serv- 
ice. 

Local  Altec  executives  are  expecting  a 
visit  early  next  month  from  E.  Z.  Walters, 
comptroller , who  headquarters  in  New 
York.  It  will  be  his  first  trip  out  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  . . . On  the  Row:  Eddie 
Collins,  Banning  Theatre,  Banning;  A. 
Fakuda,  Royal,  Hanford;  Phil  Greenbaum 
of  the  Castle  and  Mecca  theatres  here. 

Clayton  Lynch,  M-G-M  office  manager, 
trained  out  for  Chicago  to  attend  his 
company’s  mid-season  meeting  . . . Also 
heading  out  was  Harry  Cohen,  RKO  Radio 
branch  manager,  called  to  New  York  on 
business  . . . Abe  Montague,  Columbia 
sales  head,  and  Jerome  Safron,  western 
district  chieftain,  in  from  the  company’s 
regional  meeting  in  San  Francisco  . . . 
Herb  McIntyre,  RKO  western  district  man- 
ager, also  in  from  the  Bay  City. 

On  the  Row:  Frank  Ullman  of  the 
Broadway,  El  Centro;  Mrs.  M.  Rios,  Cir- 
cle, Pomona;  Sam  Levin,  Seelee  Corpora- 
tion, San  Francisco;  Art  Brick,  Palace, 
Las  Vegas  . . . Fred  Wagner,  old-time  film 
salesman  and  formerly  with  M-G-M,  died 
at  the  Soldiers’  Home  in  Sawtelle  of  pneu- 
monia. He  was  64. 

Bess  Emanuel  has  returned  to  her  desk 
at  the  Foreign  Film  exchange  after  spend- 
ing the  weekend  at  Gilman’s  Hot  Springs 
. . . Lou  Goldstein,  general  manager  for 


Astor  Pictures,  is  in  the  Cedars  of  Le- 
banon Hospital  battling  pneumonia  . . . 
Booking:  Robert  Leonard,  El  Moro  Thea- 
tre, Gallup,  N.  M.;  Ronald  Vincent,  South 
Coast  and  Laguna  theatres.  Laguna  Beach; 
Murray  Hawkins,  general  manager  of  the 
Swan  circuit. 

Bill  Heineman,  Universal’s  western  dis- 
trict manager,  is  back  in  town  after  a 
business  jaunt  which  took  him  into  San 
Francisco  . . . Mike  Levinson,  independ- 
ent distributor,  was  in  the  Bay  City  . . . 
Filmrow  was  closed  tight  Thanksgiving 
Day  . . . Premier  Pictures  has  secured  the 
Select  Attractions  franchise  for  Califor- 
nia. Armand  Cohen  has  been  named  man- 
ager of  the  San  Francisco  office  and  Harry 
Sonnenshine  is  in  charge  locally. 

Chas.  P.  Skouras,  Fox  West  Coast  presi- 
dent, and  D.  H.  Lollier,  in  charge  of  tax 
matters  for  the  circuit,  have  returned  from 
their  inspection  tour  of  northern  Califor- 
nia properties  . . . Mrs.  Gordon  Wilson 
presented  her  husband,  an  M-G-M  book- 
er, with  a 10-pound  baby  girl,  named 
Nancy  ...  As  part  of  their  reward  for 
winning  the  summer  sales  drive,  M-G-M 
employes  were  tendered  a “victory  dinner- 
dance”  at  the  Florentine  Gardens. 

Arthur  Ziehm’s  “Torso  Murder  Mystery,” 
with  Bruce  Cabot,  has  been  acquired  for 
distribution  here  by  Majestic  . . . Kath- 
erine Schaefer,  secretary  at  M-G-M,  took 
a bold  and  radical  step  the  other  day — 
she  had  her  hair  bobbed  . . . Isaac  Vic- 
tor, operator  of  the  Victor  in  Long  Beach, 
has  entered  the  grandfather  class.  His 
daughter-in-law  gave  birth  to  an  eight- 
pound  boy  . . . Another  newcomer:  A baby 
girl  born  to  Mrs.  Gus  Acosta  at  the  Meth- 
odist Hospital.  Gus  is  a Fresno  theatre 
operator  . . . M.  J.  E.  McCarthy  was  in 
Calexico  and  points  east  on  a selling  trip 
for  Monogram. 


The  opening  of  the  Esquire  by  Abe 
Blumenfeld  has  given  downtown  San  Fran- 
cisco a beautiful  subsequent  run.  Every- 
thing about  the  theatre  is  the  “last  word” 
in  modern  equipment  and  furnishings. 

Business  on  Market  Street  was  excep- 
tionally good  last  week.  The  leader  in 
both  gross  and  attendance  was  the  United 
Artists,  which  did  approximately  $25,000 
with  “The  Great  Dictator.”  On  Sunday 
the  house  was  sold  out  three  times  and  it 
was  necessary  to  close  the  boxoffice  for 
over  an  hour  each  time.  The  Golden 
Gate,  with  Orrin  Tucker  and  Bonnie 
Baker  getting  no  support  from  the  screen 
attraction,  “Li’l  Abner,”  reported  a much 
better  than  average  week.  The  Warfield 
held  over  “North  West  Mounted  Police” 
and  was  doing  near  capacity.  Other  first 
runs  had  nothing  to  complain  about. 

The  test  operation  of  the  new  dime-in- 
the-slot  movie  machines  at  the  Bal  Ta- 
barin  has  proved  successful  and  orders  for 
over  100  more  have  been  received  by 
Crown  Specialty  Co.,  local  distributor.  Two 
of  the  machines  are  being  installed  in 
places  that  open  at  10  a.  m.  (the  Bal  is 
strictly  a nocturnal  club)  to  test  the  day- 
time drawing  power.  The  day  test  will 
also  indicate  whether  or  not  the  box  can 
stand  up  under  a day  and  night  grind. 
Shortage  of  film  product  to  fill  the  boxes 
will  hold  the  number  of  installations  down 
for  at  least  the  next  six  months,  in  spite 
of  the  orders  already  placed. 

Henry  Wisnia  has  transferred  his  book- 
ing abilities  from  the  Warner  exchange  to 
the  T&D  Theatre  in  Oakland.  Carl  Bur- 
rows comes  up  from  Los  Angeles  to  re- 
place Wisnia  at  Warner’s  . . . Norman 
Moray,  Vitaphone  sales  manager,  in  town 
on  one  of  his  infrequent  visits  . . . Benny 
Fields,  comeback  artist,  has  replaced  Helen 
Morgan  at  the  Rancho  San  Pablo  . . .Joe 
Meyers  has  leased  the  recently  renovated 
Tivoli  but  as  yet  has  not  announced  what 
he  intends  to  do  with  it. 

A request  from  leading  theatrical  and 
civic  authorities  has  been  'addressed  to 
Jack  L.  Warner  asking  Warner  to  world 
premiere  “The  Lady  With  Red  Hair”  in 
San  Francisco.  The  petition  pointed  out 
that  it  was  in  San  Francisco  that  David 
Belasco,  who  figures  prominently  in  the 
picture,  made  his  American  debut  at  the 
Metropolitan  in  1871  . . . A.  M.  Bowles  went 
to  Los  Angeles  for  conferences  . . . Howard 
Stebbins  of  Monogram  was  a visitor  for 
conferences  with  Mel  Hulling. 

Harry  Farris  has  taken  over  the  Liberty 
and  will  show  first  run  independents  and 
burlesque  . . . Sheldon  Retchin,  Warner 
booker,  is  leaving  for  Chicago  where  he 
will  enter  business  with  his  father  . . . The 
Warfield  and  its  current  offering,  “North 
West  Mounted  Police,”  got  some  fine  pub- 
licity when  the  Emporium,  city’s  largest 
department  store  gave  five  of  its  front 
windows  over  to  a tieup  with  the  theatre 
. . . “Vivere”  with  Tito  Schipa  was  given  a 
two-day  showing  at  the  Tivoli. 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 

Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
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^OWNTOWN  following  the  Turkey  din- 
ner to  gaze  in  the  windows  of  the 
various  department  stores  all  decked  out 
for  Christmas.  This  is  a reminder  to  do 
your  Xmas  shopping  early  . . . Theatres 
taking  it  on  the  chin  again.  This  time 
the  knockout  drop  is  the  flu.  Along  the 
Row  we  find  Jean  Spear  home  from  the 
hospital,  Maude  Maxey  to  the  hospital, 
Hal  “Pop”  Lyons  confined  to  his  apart- 
ment, Joe  Cooper  spending  four  days  in 
bed,  Harry  Bender  laid  up  for  the  best 
part  of  a week,  other  to  be  heard  from. 

Louis  Perunko,  of  the  Sunset  and  Kay 
Street  theatres  in  Tacoma,  died  of  a heart 
attack.  Among  those  at  the  funeral  were 
Neal  and  Ed  Walton,  Bill  Duggan,  J.  T. 
Sheffield,  Al  Harris,  Herndon  Edmond,  A. 
J.  Sullivan,  Wally  Rucker,  Jimmy  Brooks, 
L.  J.  McGinley,  Jim  Hone,  Dwight 
Spracher,  Ed  Lamb,  Lou  Goldsmith,  Al 
Goldstein,  Don  Beckman,  Roy  Peacock, 
Jack  Flannery,  C.  B.  Gustafson,  Keith 
Beckwith,  Eddie  Miller,  Art  Gollofon,  and 
many  others  . . . Herndon  Edmond  back 
from  a trip  found  a wire  on  his  desk  tell- 
ing of  the  death  of  a close  friend,  Sam 
Flax  of  Washington,  D.  C.  The  Flax  boys, 
both  Sam  and  Jake,  are  very  well  knoum 
here. 

Neal  Walton  and  his  gang,  prior  to  leav- 
ing for  a convention,  had  dinner  together 
at  the  Film  Club.  Celebration  was  Neal’s 
eleventh  year  with  Columbia  pictures.  The 
group  left  on  Turkey  Day  for  California 
to  attend  the  regional  convention.  Neal 
Walton,  Keith  Beckwith,  Ray  Ackles,  and 
Bill  Kostenbader  are  the  boys  from  here 
. . . J.  T.  Sheffield  off  for  Hollywood  to 
meet  with  Herbert  J.  Yates,  Jimmy  Grain- 
ger, and  M.  J.  Siegel.  Gathering  will  be  in 
the  interest  of  the  company’s  new  product. 

Clara  Malcolm,  daughter  of  the  Ken 
Malcolms,  was  married  this  iveek  to  George 
Remmert.  Malcolm  oicns  the  Little  Victor 
Preview  Theatre  . . . Al  Goldstein  has  re- 
turned from  California.  While  south  he 
purchased  the  Premier  Picture  exchange 
here.  Al  brought  greetings  from  Butch 
Wingham,  Al  Oxtoby.  and  others  from 
San  Francisco  . . . Phyllis  Jacobsen  of 
Puyallup,  winner  of  a contest  staaed  by 
the  State  Grange,  off  to  Hollyivood  with 
Mrs.  Ann  Nadeau  to  be  the  guest  of  Gene 
Autry  and  Republic  Pictures. 

Gene  Hamrick,  brother  of  John  and 
Clarence  Hamrick,  passed  away  in  Los 
Angeles  this  week  , . . George  Smith,  west- 
ern district  sales  manager  for  Paramount, 
in  from  the  south  for  a few  days  . . . Mike 
Barovic  back  from  the  hunting  trip  and 
getting  busy  with  his  booking  . . . Hal 
Daigler  back  from  his  Alaska  trin  in  time 
to  celebrate  Thanksgiving  . . . Ollie  Hart- 
man over  from  Grand  Coulee  and  catching 
the  private  showing  of  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  . . . Henry  Davidson  and 
Ed  Halberg  over  from  Port  Angeles. 

Zella  Lamb,  recovering  from  her  recent 
accident,  is  home  from  the  hospital  . . . 
Frank  Newman,  on  a tour  of  Everareen- 
State  theatres,  is  now  in  eastern  Wash- 
ington . . . Clyde  Stroud  is  manager  at  the 
Blue  Mouse.  His  place  as  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  Paramount  is  taken  by  Fax 
Duncan  . . . Frank  and  Bette  Christie  spent 
Thanksgiving  with  Frank’s  family  in  New 
York  . . . All  Filmrow  was  pleased  with  re- 
ports of  Rose  Bloom’s  improvement  at 
Swedish  Hospital  where  she  has  been  con- 
fined many  months  with  a broken  hip. 


National  Theatre  Supply's 
Denver  OHice  Active 

Denver — Manager  J.  J.  (Jap)  Morgan 
of  the  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  re- 
ports repair  business  is  picking  up.  Sales 
are  holding  up,  and  as  a result  of  a sales 
trip  being  made  by  Joe  Stone,  these  sales 
are  reported: 

Mrs.  P.  B.  Allen  buys  for  the  Allen 
Theatre,  Farmington,  N.  M.,  chairs,  screen, 
projectors,  lamp  houses  and  rectifiers, 
lenses  and  booth  and  boxoffice  equipment; 
John  D.  Drake  buys  for  a new  house  he 
is  putting  in  at  Ft.  Sumner,  N.  M.,  new 
sound  equipment,  screen,  projectors,  re- 
flecting arcs,  lamps,  generator,  carpet  and 
padding,  popcorn  machine  and  other 
booth  and  boxoffice  equipment. 

Hurley  & Hurley  ordered  a ticket  ma- 
chine and  ticket  chopper  for  their  Prin- 
cess at  Tucumcari,  N.  M.;  Bill  Dollison 
bought  for  his  Studio  at  Vaughn,  N.  M., 
generators  and  reflecting  arcs;  George  Mc- 
Cormick bought  curtain  control  tracks  and 
draperies  for  the  Jones  at  Canon  City, 
Colo.;  240  chairs,  carpet  and  padding  and 
booth  and  boxoffice  equipment  go  to  Harry 
and  Russell  Allen  for  the  Aztec,  Aztec, 
N.  M.;  and  the  Business  Men’s  Association 
of  Olathe,  Colo.,  buy  308  chairs  for  the 
Olathe  Theatre  there. 


"Convoy"  in  S.  F, 

San  Francisco — RKO’s  “Convoy,”  made 
in  part  with  the  cooperation  of  the  British 
admiralty  in  the  North  Sea,  has  been  set  in 
for  an  engagement  at  the  Golden  Gate. 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 

DR.  KILDARE'S  CRISIS  (M-G-M)— Its  marquee 
magnetism  bolstered  by  the  addition  of 
Robert  Young  to  the  cast,  this  latest  in  the 
Kildare  series  is  a notch  or  two  above  aver- 
age and  should  prove  a satisfactory  chap- 
ter for  followers  of  the  young  medico’s  ad- 
ventures. Young  and  Lew  Ayres  turn  in 
excellent  acting  chores.  Harold  S.  Bucquet 
directed. 

JENNIE  (20th-Fox) — Coaxing  audiences  in  for 
this  one  may  be  tough,  but  once  inside 
they're  sure  to  enjoy  the  simple,  heart 
warming  tale  of  a stern,  iron  willed  Ger- 
man father  and  of  a girl  who  rebelled 
against  his  rule.  Performances  are  more 
than  adequate,  the  work  of  one,  Virginia 
Gilmore,  in  the  title  role,  being  particularly 
meritorious.  Sol  M.  Wurtzel  produced; 
David  Barton  directed. 

SECOND  CHORUS  (Paru't)— Fred  Astaire, 
who  is  starred  with  Paulette  Goddard, 
dances  just  enough  to  remind  fans  that 
he  still  has  the  most  nimble  pair  of  male 
feet  in  filmdom.  The  rest  of  the  time  he  is 
busy  delivering  a topnotch  comedy  per- 
formance, as  is  Burgess  Meredith,  who 
shares  acting  honors.  The  picture,  which 
gives  promise  of  attaining  the  hit  classifi- 
cation, is  a nonsensical  revelation  of  the 
behind-the-scenes  activity  of  a popular 
dance  band,  with  Artie  Shaw  and  his  mu- 
sicians supplying  authentic  atmosphere. 
Boris  Morros  produced;  H.  C.  Potter  di- 
rected. 

Complete  reviews  on  the  above  pictures 
will  appear  in  an  early  issue. 


SAIILT  ILAKIE 

QGDEN  reports  that  deposits  in  member 
banks  of  the  First  Security  Corp.  at 
the  close  of  business,  September  30,  gained 
approximately  $5,000,000  over  the  same 
period  last  year,  indicating  a continued 
business  boom  in  the  territory  served  by 
the  banks.  With  fewer  individual  payments. 
Salt  Lake  county  tax  collections  showed 
a considerable  gain  over  the  similar  period 
last  year  . . . Tallulah  Bankhead  in  “The 
Little  Foxes”  was  at  the  Utah  for  two 
performances.  The  same  theatre  enter- 
tained a host  of  newsboys  Thanksgiving 
night. 

Among  those  who  attended  the  Fox 
West  Coast-Intermountain  meeting  at  Ida- 
ho Falls  recently  were  Herschel  Stewart, 
FWC  booker  headquartering  here;  Rick 
Ricketson,  division  manager,  and  Hall 
Baetz,  district  manager  . . . The  Utah  was 
to  close  this  week  until  Christmas  when 
it  will  reopen  with  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad,” 
according  to  Manager  Norman  Sprowl  . . . 
H.  C.  Fuller,  RKO  branch  manager,  is 
working  Montana  . . . G.  S.  Pinnell,  Shef- 
field-Republic  head  here,  has  gone  into 
northern  Utah  while  Art  Baron  is  work- 
ing Idaho  . . . Most  of  the  salesmen  were 
in  town  for  the  Thanksgiving  holiday. 

George  D.  Pyper,  veteran  local  theatre 
man,  celebrated  his  80th  birthday  last 
week  at  a public  reception.  Among  gifts 
he  received  was  a large  book  containing 
the  script  of  “Brigham  Young — Frontiers- 
man” with  autographs  of  the  entire  cast 
. . . Joseph  L.  Ausich  has  opened  the 
Main  at  Mackey,  Idaho  . . . The  Edward 
at  Mesquite,  Nev.,  had  a fire  last  week. 
Ruined  was  some  film,  the  projection  ma- 
chine and  booth  . . . Jimmy  French,  Uni- 
versal salesman,  is  very  happy  these  days. 
His  wife  recently  presented  him  with  a 
son  . . . Tony  Hartford,  UA,  is  expected 
back  momentarily  from  a successful  sales 
trip. 

Ray  W.  Hughes,  who  operated  the  Rio 
and  Ritz  at  Payette,  Idaho,  was  drowned 
accidentally  while  duck  hunting  recently. 
W.  B.  Blaekaby  will  take  over  at  the  two 
houses  . . . Sam  Gardner,  Metro  exchange 
manager,  trade -screened  “Bitter  Sweet” 
and  a special  short,  “The  Passing  Parade 
of  Dreams”  . . . “Northwest  Passage”  is 
going  strong  at  the  Studio  . . . Manuel  Gon- 
zales, Mexican  consul  here,  invited  Span- 
ish-speaking persons  to  a film  show  in- 
cluding two  travel  pictures  . . . “Australia 
Bound”  is  being  exhibited  in  schools 
throughout  the  territory. 

Moroni  Olsen,  one  of  Utah’s  favorite 
actors,  has  been  appointed  president  of  the 
Leland  Powers  School  of  Drama  ...  A 
stage  attraction  at  Andy  Floor’s  Lake  was 
“Parisienne  Creations”  . . . F.  H.  Smith, 
local  Paramount  exchange  manager,  is 
currently  selling  in  Montana  . . . Early 
snows  have  made  it  unusually  cold  in  this 
section  . . . W.  W.  McKendrick  is  ex- 
pected back  at  the  Monogram  office  from 
a trip  through  Idaho  . . . The  local  Co- 
lumbia exchange  was  represented  at  the 
company’s  convention  in  San  Francisco. 
From  here  went  Manager  Bill  Seib,  his 
sales  staff  and  Booker  Walt  Sterzer. 


Conclude  3-Month  Vacation 

Silver  Gate,  Mont  . — After  a three- 
month  vacation  at  their  summer  home 
here,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  A.  Stewart  and 
their  daughter,  Patty  Lou,  have  returned 
to  Cincinnati  where  Stewart  operates  the 
Parkland  Theatre  in  Saylor  Park. 
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Indiana  Hears  Myers  on  Decree; 
All  Officers  Are  Re-elected 


TRAINING  through:  Kate  Smith  and  Syl- 
via Sidney — both  on  the  Chief  heading 
east  . . . Peggy  Moran  and  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Louis  Moran,  came  in  on  the  Chicago 
& North  Western’s  Los  Angeles  Limited 
. . . Arch  Oboler  conferred  with  his  man- 
ager, Jimmy  Parks,  before  returning  to 
Hollywood. 

Talk  is  that  the  local  socialite,  Virginia 
Lederer,  the  former  Mrs.  Orson  Welles, 
may  star  in  a new  Broadway  play  . . . 
“Birth  of  a Baby”  now  in  its  sixth  month 
at  the  Morton  Park  in  Cicero  . . . Gary 
Cooper  and  wife  did  some  Xmas  shopping 
here  before  heading  homeward  . . . De- 
spite critic’s  raves,  “The  Howards  of  Vir- 
ginia” started  off  slow  at  the  Roosevelt. 

Henri  Elman,  operator  of  the  Capitol - 
Monogram  exchange,  finally  secured  per- 
mit for  “Scarface.”  Picture  had  been  ban- 
ned by  Chicago  censor  board  at  various 
times  during  the  past  few  years. 

Charity  Bit:  Treasurers,  Ticket  Sellers 
and  Cashier’s  Association  of  Chicago,  af- 
filiated with  AFL,  contributed  $150  to  the 
amusement  division  of  the  community 
fund.  Dorothy  Nessel  of  the  Daily  News 
secured  the  donation.  Essaness  contributed 
$4,000  for  same  cause.  To  date  Jack  Kirsch 
has  garnered  $16,917  of  the  $25,000  quota. 

Legitimately:  Ruth  Chatterton  here  for 
“Pygmalion”  . . . Gladys  George  just 
closed  in  “Lady  in  Waiting”  . . . “Life  With 
Father,”  starring  Percy  Waram  and  Lil- 
lian Gish,  is  going  on  and  on.  Now  in  its 
10th  month  . . . Walter  Huston  may  star 
in  legitimate  show  tentatively  scheduled 
to  open  here  around  Christmas  in  a play 
which  Mike  Todd  is  reported  to  have 
bought  when  in  England. 

At  B&K:  A.  W.  ^Warner)  Jones,  vet- 
eran booker  for  the  RKO  circuit  in  Chi- 
cago, has  been  appointed  suceessor  to  the 
late  Max  Turner.  Jones  was  with  the 
Keith-Orpheum  circuit  for  8 years,  start- 
ing in  1922.  He  continued  with  the  firm 
when  it  was  merged  with  RKO  a decade 
ago,  resigning  recently  to  assume  his  new 
B&K  fob  . . . Harry  Odenhal,  manager  of 
the  Congress,  is  a recent  father.  It’s  a girl, 
named  Augustina,  and  weighing  7 pounds, 
11  ounces  at  birth  . . . Another  B&K  em- 
ploye to  attain  fatherhood  is  Joe  Ander- 
son, assistant  manager  at  the  Belmont. 
Baby  boy,  weighmg  6 pounds  at  birth. 

Duke  Hickey  is  in  the  hands  of  medicos 
and  undergoing  treatment  in  order  to 
forestall  possible  operative  measures  for 
complications  in  his  left  leg.  He  suffered 
a gim  shot  wound  in  1918.  Hickey  has 
previously  undergone  two  similar  opera- 
tions, the  last  almost  three  years  ago,  in- 
capacitating the  National  Screen  publicist 
for  18  months  . . . Harris  Silverberg,  Chi- 
cago branch  manager  for  NSS,  has  re- 
turned from  a business  trip  in  his  terri- 
tory . . . Employes  recently  chipped  in  and 
bought  two  service  silver  sets  for  a pair 
of  grooms.  One  went  to  Joseph  C.  Crosse 
of  the  special  service  department,  who  was 
married  last  Saturday  night  to  Cecille 
Margette  Anson.  Other  set  went  to  Robert 
Clarke. 

Frances  Langford  and  Jon  Hall  head 
the  current  stage  bill  at  the  Chicago  ivith 
“Arise,  My  Love”  on  the  screen.  Mischa 
Auer  and  the  Andrews  Sisters  come  in 
next  . . . Joseph  Frank  Stout,  father  of 
Joe  Stout,  B&K  booker,  died  recently  at  his 
home  in  Villa  Grove,  III.,  at  the  age  of  79 
. . . Alex  Mar  dune,  mail  clerk,  is  due  back 
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Convention  Reel 
Laugh-Getter 

Indianapolis — Outstanding  rib-tickler  of 
the  ATOI  convention  here  was  a short 
subject,  "No  Information  Please,"  starring 
Indiana  exhibitors.  The  film  satirized  the 
woes  of  exhibitors  and  the  hard-hearted- 
ness of  distributors.  Cecil  B.  DeMille  was 
credited  as  "second  assistant  director." 

kv  J 

Chicago  Film  Salesmen 
Organize  Into  Club 

Chicago — For  the  first  time  in  Chicago 
film  history,  local  film  salesmen  have  or- 
ganized their  ovra  club — the  Reel-fellows 
Club.  Several  attempts  to  organize  a Va- 
riety Club  in  Chicago  have  met  with  fail- 
ure and  it  was  not  until  the  Reel-fellows 
organized  recently  that  film  salesmen  here 
had  any  sort  of  an  organization.  The 
new  offspring  of  Chicago’s  Filmrow  is  or- 
ganized for  the  promotion  of  welfare  and 
social  life  of  film  salesmen  and  has  no 
union  tie-up  whatever. 

President  of  the  new  group  is  William 
Weinschenker,  Universal  film  salesman. 
Other  officers  are:  E.  L.  Goldberg,  Para- 
mount, vice-president;  Robert  Punk,  Uni- 
versal, treasurer,  and  Irving  Joseph,  Co- 
lumbia, secretary.  Trustees  are:  Milton 
Simon,  20th  Century-Pox;  Thomas  Green- 
wood, Columbia  and  Sam  Gorelick,  RKO. 
Percy  Barr  of  National  Screen  Service  is 
sergeant-at-arms. 

The  new  organization  has  over  50  mem- 
bers— practically  100  per  cent  enlistment 
of  the  Windy  City  film  salesmen.  The 
group  meets  every  third  Sunday  at  tem- 
porary quarters  in  tht  Sherman  Hotel  with 
the  next  meeting  scheduled  tentatively  for 
December  8.  Current  plans  include  a big 
film  ball  to  be  held  during  the  latter  part 
of  January. 


at  work,  following  a two-week  stay  at 
Grant  Hospital  for  observation. 

Everybody  had  a bang-up  time  at  War- 
ner Bros.’  party  held  at  the  Morrison  Ho- 
tel last  Friday  night.  Jack  Eckhardt,  20th 
Century-Fox  booker,  and  chairman  of  the 
entertainment  committee  of  the  local  Film 
Bookers  Club,  reported  that  members  of 
the  organization  in  good  standing  were 
taken  to  the  Warner  party  with  the  Book- 
ers Club  standing  the  expense. 

Humphrey  Bogart  and  his  wife,  Mayo 
Methot,  were  met  at  the  Dearborn  St. 
station  by  Monroe  Rubinger.  Actor  and 
his  wife  were  en  route  to  New  York  where 
they  are  making  a personal  appearance 
at  the  Strand  with  “Dispatch  From  Reu- 
ter’s” on  the  screen.  Picture  is  now  play- 
ing here  at  the  Apollo  . . . “The  Letter” 
is  scheduled  to  open  at  the  Chicago  on 
Friday  . . . Jimmy  Ascher,  assistant  to 
Rubinger,  back  at  his  desk  following  week’s 
vacation. 

Clarence  Stroud,  minus  his  twin  part- 
ner, revealed  he  will  concentrate  a good 
deal  of  his  efforts  in  writing  film  sce- 
narios. Stroud,  who  was  interviewed  on 
Hal  Tate’s  “Movie  Tattler”  show  on  WAAF, 
(Continued  on  page  45) 


Indianapolis — An  address  by  Abram  F. 
Myers,  national  Allied  chairman,  in  which 
he  discussed  the  newly  signed  consent  de- 
cree (printed  in  full  in  this  issue  starting 
on  page  17),  highlighted  the  annual  con- 
vention here  of  the  Associated  Theatre 
Owners  of  Indiana. 

Another  highlight  was  the  second  Al- 
lied Information  Department  survey  re- 
port by  Sidney  Samuelson  of  Philadelphia, 
followed  by  a discussion  on  reports  the 
federal  defense  program  probably  will  pre- 
cipitate a lowering  of  the  exemption  level 
on  the  federal  admission  tax. 

Roy  Harrold,  president,  and  all  other 
officers  were  re-elected.  The  other  offi- 
cers are  Ernest  L.  Miller,  vice-president; 
Harry  Markun,  treasurer,  and  Don  R.  Ros- 
siter,  executive  secretary. 

The  convention  agreed  to  cooperate  with 
the  national  education  association  in  show- 
ing certain  ‘A”  pictures  of  educational 
value. 

The  following  were  named  to  the  board 
of  directors: 

District  One — Alex  Manta,  Indiana  Har- 
bor; Maurice  Rubin,  Michigan  City;  H. 
Lisle  Krieghbaum,  Rochester,  and  Karl 
Gast,  (alternate)  Akron. 

District  Two — Roy  Kalver,  Decatur;  Pete 
Mailers  and  A1  Borkenstein,  Ft.  Wayne; 
Douglas  Haney  (alternate),  Albion. 

District  Three — William  Studebaker,  Lo- 
gansport;  Sam  Neall,  Kokomo;  Dick  Vlas- 
tos,  Fowler;  J.  M.  Dixon  (alternate).  Flora. 

District  Four — V.  U.  Young,  Winchester; 
P.  H.  Dickson,  Wabash;  Leonard  Sowar, 
Muncie;  I.  R.  Holycross  (alternate),  An- 
derson. 

District  Five — Harry  Vonderschmitt, 
Bloomington;  A.  H.  Kaufman  and  Jack 
Van  Borssum,  Terre  Haute;  J.  B.  Sconce 
(alternate),  Edinburg. 

District  Six — Roy  Harrold,  Rushville; 
Trueman  Rembusch,  Franklin;  Walter  Eas- 
ley, Greensburg;  Joe  Schilling  (alternate), 
Connersville. 

District  Seven — Oscar  Fine  and  Harry 
Kornblum,  Evansville;  Bruce  Kixmiller, 
Bicknell;  Howard  Hargis  (alternate), 
Rockport. 

District  Eight — Sam  Switow,  New  Al- 
bany; H.  H.  Johnson,  Madison;  A.  B. 
Thompson,  North  Vernon;  Lowell  T.  Moore 
( alternate ) , Mitchell. 

District  Nine — Fred  Dolle,  Harry  Markun, 
Ernest  Miller,  Earl  Bell  and  Joe  Cantor 
(alternate),  all  of  Indianapolis. 

A cabaret  party  and  floorshow  provided 
the  entertainment  for  the  first  evening. 
The  convention  drew  to  a close  on  the 
second  day  with  the  14th  annual  trade 
banquet.  Speakers  at  the  finale  were  Gov- 
ernor-elect Henry  F.  Schricker,  who  com- 
mended Indiana  exhibitors  for  their  co- 
operation with  the  state  government;  Dr. 
James  V.  Sparks,  who  spoke  on  the  down- 
fall of  France  from  the  viewpoint  of  one 
who  commanded  the  volunteer  ambulance 
corps;  H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  exhibi- 
tor relations  for  M-G-M,  and  Col.  Roscoe 
Turner.  Marc  Wolf  was  master  of  cere- 
monies. 

Guests  included  Claude  Lee,  director  of 
exhibitor  relations  for  Paramount;  David 
Palfreyman,  MPPDA  theatre  contact;  E. 
Thornton  Kelly,  Allied  of  New  Jersey,  and 
P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the  ITO  of  Ohio. 
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pox,  for  the  first  time  since  its  policy 
* of  occasional  similar  billings  in  both  its 
Palace  and  Wisconsin  theatres  here,  spot- 
ted different  flickers  for  the  second  fea- 
ture in  both  houses,  “Tin  Pan  Alley"  is 
being  shown  at  both  the  Palace  and  Wis- 
consin with  “Charter  Pilot”  as  the  second 
feature  at  the  Wisconsin  and  “Blondie 
Plays  Cupid”  as  the  accompaniment  at 
the  Palace.  The  houses  have  dropped  their 
early  bird  admission  of  30  cents  to  1 p.  m. 


Fox  sported  flesh  at  its  Paradise,  Vene- 
tian. Zenith  and  Plaza,  local  neighbor- 
hood houses,  on  Thanksgiving  Day  . . . 
Gloria  Jean  and  Lucille  Ball  are  slated  for 
personal  appearances  in  connection  with 
the  Milwaukee  Sentinel’s  Feminine  Fair, 
which  opened  in  the  Auditorium  Novem- 
ber 25  . . . Erwin  Koenig sreiter.  manager 
of  the  Greendale  in  the  government's  fed- 
eral housing  project  southwest  of  Milwau- 
kee, has  been  elected  to  the  village  board 
to  serve  until  April  election,  1942. 

Kenneth  P.  Mayer,  assistant  manager 
of  Warner’s  Venetian  in  Racine,  is  work- 
ing on  the  idea  of  a magazine  titled  “Re- 
jected” and  containing  manuscripts  turned 
down  by  other  periodicals  . . . Leonard 
Wahl  jr.,  manager  of  the  Fort  at  Port 
Atkinson,  was  married  recently  in  Lake 
Mills  to  Miss  Lorraine  Stelse  . . . Miss 
Mary  Barry  McCormack,  who  has  ap- 
peared in  film  shorts,  radio  skits  and  plays, 
was  married  Thanksgiving  Day  in  Wau- 
watosa to  Richard  Halstead  Best. 

Miss  Mary  Ann  Tischler  was  crowned 
“Apple  Queen  of  Dodge  County”  at  Fox's 
Odeon  in  Beaver  Dam  last  week,  having 
received  the  highest  number  of  votes  in 
a contest  sponsored  by  the  Junior  Agri- 
culture Ass'n  and  Kiwanis  Club  and  as- 
sisted by  local  business  places  . . . Edward 
J.  Benjii,  manager  of  the  Capitol  in  Madi- 
son, has  announced  a series  of  weekly 
amateur  night  contests  for  his  house  with 
cash  prizes  for  the  winners. 

Fox’s  Beverly  in  Janesville  sponsored  a 
matinee  last  week,  admission  to  which 
was  some  article  of  non-perishable  food, 
which  was  given  to  the  city’s  needy  fam- 
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Exhibitor  on  the  Set — 

Oscar  Gramquist  (second  from  left),  associated  with  the  Charles  E.  House 
Theatre  Enterprises  in  Illinois,  and  a party  of  friends  are  entertained  on 
the  “Road  to  Zanzibar"  set  at  the  Paramount  studios  in  Hollywood  by 
Bing  Crosby  arid  Jackie  Moran.  The  lineup  here,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Gram- 
quist, Gramquist,  Crosby,  Bill  E.  House,  Miss  Murray  and  Moran. 


ilies  . . . Fox’s  Wausau  in  Wausau  held 
a theatre  party  for  members  of  the  school 
traffic  patrol.  Admission  was  by  mem- 
bers’ belts  and  badges  ...  A parade  of 
nine  models  showing  uniforms  worn  by 
women  in  the  nine  service  branches  of 
the  Red  Cross  was  held  on  the  stage  of 
the  Rio  at  Appleton  in  connection  with 
the  Red  Cross  roll  call  in  that  city. 

The  Al  Ringling  Theatre  at  Baraboo, 
labeled  “America’s  Prettiest  Playhouse”  at 
the  time  of  its  opening,  observed  its  25th 
anniversary  recently  with  a special  pro- 
gram . . . Bill  Exton,  manager  of  the 
Roosevelt  in  Kenosha,  gives  theatregoers 
a clue  in  connection  with  his  “Take-a- 
Chance  Shows”  by  advertising  the  dis- 
tributor and  initials  of  the  title  together 
with  the  initials  of  the  stars.  The  house 
is  also  conducting  a community  sing  with 
Helen  Schott  at  the  piano. 


Loans  Out  Joan  Fontaine 

Hollywood — Columbia  has  borrowed 
Joan  Fontaine  from  David  Selznick  to  co- 
star  with  Brian  Aherne  in  “And  Now 
Goodbye.” 


Welcomed  Home — 

Charles  T.  Lehning,  left,  of  the  Rodg- 
ers. Cairo,  III.,  welcomes  Peter  Hayes, 
Paramount  player  and  former  Cairo 
lad,  on  a visit  to  the  home  town. 
Lehning  obtained  Hayes’  latest,  “Danc- 
ing on  a Dime,”  for  the  occasion. 


For  "Long  Voyage  Home" — 

Rehearsal  for  a national  broadcast  of  “Long  Voyage  Home”  finds  John 
Qualen,  John  'Wayne  and  Arthur  Shields  in  jovial  mood.  The  program 
originated  in  the  studios  of  WGN  in  Chicago  and  was  broadcast  on 
Thanksgiving  over  the  Mutual  system. 
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Drive  on  Trafficking 
In  Indecenl  Films 


St.  Louis — With  the  voting  of  indict- 
ments against  four  St.  Louisians  charging 
violation  of  the  postal  laws  through  the 
shipment  and  receipt  of  indecent  films, 
Uncle  Sam  has  fired  the  opening  gun  in 
a nation-wide  war  to  rid  the  country  of 
traffic  in  such  pictures. 

Post  Office  Inspector  O.  C.  H.  Willard, 
in  charge  of  the  investigation,  has  hinted 
that  several  persons  in  Chicago,  Peoria, 
111.,  and  Evansville,  Ind.,  may  soon  find 
themselves  named  in  similar  indictments. 
Many  other  arrests  are  anticipated  in  the 
near  future  in  towns  ranging  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and  from  the  Great 
Lakes  to  the  Gulf. 

Lloyd  V.  Hutton,  a shoeworker  by  day 
and  operator  of  a miniature  motion  pic- 
ture theatre  by  night,  is  charged  in  two 
of  the  counts  returned  here.  Others  indict- 
ed are  Carrol  C.  Vail,  Thomas  J.  Brown 
and  William  McKinnon. 

Inspector  Willard  said  his  investigation 
has  established  that  at  least  one  of  the 
outlawed  pictures  was  produced  in  St. 
Louis.  The  government  is  endeavoring  to 
track  down  the  producers  of  the  films  as 
well  as  the  distributors  and  exhibitors. 

In  addition  to  exhibiting  the  16mm  films, 
the  accused  men  are  said  to  have  pro- 
duced strip  tease  acts.  One  is  said  to  have 
told  Willard  he  had  copies  of  films  re- 
ceived from  outside  Missouri.  This  en- 
abled him  to  build  up  a library  of  173 
reels  for  exhibition  in  his  basement  thea- 
tre. Persons  attending  shows  there  are  said 
to  have  paid  as  much  as  $2  for  admission. 
The  rental  price  for  several  “choice”  reels 
ranged  from  $75  to  $125  per  day.  Others 
brought  only  $2.50,  it  is  said. 

Hutton  has  been  held  in  jail  since  Sep- 
tember 26  because  of  his  inability  to  make 
bond  for  $15,000.  McKinnon,  Vail  and 
Brown  are  at  liberty  on  bonds  ranging 
from  $10,000  to  $15,000. 

The  penalty  for  trafficking  in  indecent 
films  via  a common  carrier  is  five  years 
in  prison  or  a fine  up  to  $5,000,  or  both. 


Act  to  Prevent  Showing 
Of  "Obscene"  Pictures 

St.  Louis — Officers  of  lATSE  Local  143 
have  decided  to  “crack  down”  on  any 
member  of  the  organization  who  lends  any 
aid  in  the  showing  of  motion  pictures  of 
an  “obscene”  nature.  Top  punishment  shall 
be  expulsion  from  the  union. 

Recently  when  federal  investigators  and 
the  local  police  arrested  Lloyd  V.  Hutton, 
a shoe  worker,  on  charges  of  establishing 
a theatre  in  the  basement  of  his  home  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  showing  obscene  films 
to  special  audiences,  the  officers  and  exec- 
utive committee  of  Local  143  took  official 
cognizance  of  the  situation  and  issued  their 
edict  against  such  films. 


Herman  Saperstein  OHers 
Giveaway  for  Juveniles 

Chicago — Herman  Saperstein,  who  for- 
merly operated  the  Wabash  Theatre,  and 
who  has  been  ill  for  several  months,  is 
back  on  Pilmrow  handling  a “kid”  give- 
away for  theatres. 

The  giveaway,  which  features  the  “Three 
Stooges,”  is  a toy  movie  machine  made 
out  of  card-board.  Easily  put  together  by 
youngsters,  they  are  available  for  IVaC 
apiece.  Saperstein  is  making  his  head- 
quarters at  1243  S.  Wabash  Ave.  The  tele- 
phone number  is  CALumet  7660. 


Something  to  Be 
Thankful  For 

Milwaukee — Fox  Wisconsin  Amuse- 
ment theatres  prefixed  their  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  program  advertising  with  the 
following  message: 

"Be  thankful  that  we  live  in  a great 
country  where  carving  is  confined  to  a 
turkey  instead  of  a map  . . . 

"Where  a searchlight  in  the  sky  her- 
alds a motion  picture  premiere  instead 
of  a raid  . . . 

"Where,  despite  the  turmoil  sweep- 
ing the  rest  of  the  world,  we  here  in 
Milwaukee  can  still  thrill  to  the  satis- 
fying pleasure  of  such  great  entertain- 
ment as  we  now  offer!" 
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(Continued  from  page  43) 
also  said  that  he  might  have  a role  in  a 
forthcoming  picture  to  be  made  soon  by 
major  company.  Brother  Claude  is  now 
writing  comedy  material  for  Edgar  Bergen. 

Metro  was  scheduled  to  hold  mid-season 
sales  meeting  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel  over 
the  weekend.  William  F.  Rodgers,  general 
sales  manager,  was  scheduled  to  preside 
. . . Doc  Banford  and  Bill  Bishop  hack 
from  Detroit  where  they  attended  a fare- 
well party  for  J.  E.  Flynn,  who  now  is 
headquartering  here. 

Essex  Theatre,  700-seat  house  on  the 
north  side,  has  been  sold  by  Carl  Borak 
to  Paul  Diener.  Rube  Levine  was  broker 
for  both  parties  . . . Lester  Stepner,  man- 
ager of  the  La  Salle,  reports  the  theatre 
now  has  a new  attraction  board  put  up 
by  Whiteway  . . . Geralding  Hamburg, 
daughter  of  Paramount  sales  manager 
here,  went  to  Milwaukee  recently  to  ap- 
pear at  Auditorium  Theatre.  Young  Miss 
Hamburg,  now  14,  has  been  appearing  on 
the  famous  “Quiz  Kids”  radio  show  . . . 
Irving  Mack,  Filmack  head,  has  notified 
all  employes  that  in  event  they  are  con- 
scripted he  will  hold  their  jobs  open  for 
them. 

Ruth  Chatterton  made  appearance  on 
“In  Chicago  Tonight”  show  over  WGN- 
Mutual  . . . J.  M.  Friedman,  in  film  busi- 
ness for  past  19  years,  and  formerly  with 
Gaumont- British  in  Chicago,  now  heads 
Monarch  Films,  Inc.,  with  offices  at  1250 
S.  Wabash  Ave.  Friedman  is  selling  16mm 
films  . . . Phyl  Smetana  at  ABC  printers 
is  preparing  a new  calendar  with  picture 
of  “Bummy,”  firm’s  pet  cat,  rigged  up  in 
pirate  hat. 

Walter  Immerman  at  B&K  announces 
that  Charley  Nesbitt,  assistant  manager 
at  the  Chicago  Theatre,  has  been  made 
manager  of  the  Tower.  Bill  Mette  at  lat- 
ter house  has  been  transferred  to  the  Ber- 
wyn where  he  succeeds  Happy  Meininger, 
who  has  left  the  organization  to  open  a 
tavern  in  his  home-town,  Fond  du  Lac 
. . . A1  Burne,  secretary  to  John  Balaban, 
was  home  for  week  with  influenza. 

Jack  Rose  and  Alex  Manta  of  Indiana 
Illinois  circuit,  together  with  their  wives, 
attended  the  Indiana  Allied  meeting  in 
Indianapolis  last  week  . . . Mayor  Kelly 
says  he’s  satisfied  with  the  present  setup  of 
local  censor  board  . . . Juke  boxes  being 
played  again  so  it  looks  like  Mills’  Novelty 
Company’s  new  “Panoram”  dime-in-the- 
slot  pictures  won’t  run  into  any  trouble 
when  they  make  their  local  debut  shortly. 
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^HESTER  GRUBER,  renowned  character 
actor  working  in  the  radio  studios  in 
the  Los  Angeles  sector,  is  very  well  known 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  Some  years 
ago  he  managed  the  Miners’  Theatre  in 
Collinsville,  111.  Later  he  came  to  St.  Louis 
and  gained  local  fame  with  his  radio  char- 
acterization, “Tony  Cabooch,”  which  was 
bankrolled  for  a long  time  by  the  Anheu- 
ser-Busch, Inc.,  the  world’s  largest  brewery. 
For  a while  he  operated  cafes  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  city. 

A “Special  Sports  Night"  was  observed 
at  the  Fox  the  night  of  November  20  when 
Johnny  Perkins,  emceeing  the  stage  shows, 
presented  outstanding  local  sports  celebs 
to  the  cash  customers.  Among  those  in- 
vited to  participate  in  the  9 p.  m.  show 


In  for  Broadcast — 

Miriam  Hopkins  in  Chicago  for  the 
radio  dramatization  of  her  latest  pic- 
ture for  Warner,  “Lady  With  Red 
Hair,”  in  which  she  plays  the  role  of 
Mrs.  Leslie  Carter,  internationally  fa- 
mous stage  star.  WGN  and  the  Mu- 
tual network  carried  the  program. 


May  Star  Laughton  in 
'Flying  Yorkshireman' 

Chicago — Arch  Oboler,  Hollywood’s  lat- 
est combination  director-writer,  told  Box- 
OFFicE  while  passing  through  here  on  his 
way  westward  that  Charles  Laughton  and 
Elsa  Lanchester  may  co-star  in  “The 
Plying  Yorkshireman,”  new  Universal  pic- 
ture which  will  be  produced  by  Prank 
Lloyd  and  Frank  Skirball.  Oboler  will 
adapt  the  screen  story  from  the  book  by 
Eric  Knight. 

Oboler,  with  Marguerite  Roberts,  recent- 
ly adapted  Ethel  Vance’s  novel,  “Escape,” 
for  M-G-M.  He  first  attracted  attention 
with  his  “Lights  Out”  radio  program  which 
originated  in  Chicago.  Later  he  both  wrote 
and  directed  his  original  “Arch  Oboler’s 
Plays”  radio  series.  In  addition  to  his  film 
work,  he  is  currently  writing  and  direct- 
ing “Everyman’s  Theatre,”  which  is  broad- 
cast Friday  nights  over  NBC. 

Oboler  was  returning  to  the  west  coast 
after  directing  Joan  Crawford  in  “The 
Word,”  presented  on  his  “Everyman’s  The- 
atre” program. 


were  Cy  Caspar  and  “Gabby”  Street  of 
the  KXOK  sports  staff;  Terry  Moore,  star 
outfielder  of  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals;  Linus 
Frey,  infielder  for  the  world  champion 
Cincinnati  Reds;  Johnny  Schulte,  coach  for 
the  New  York  Yankees;  Joe  Medwick,  out- 
fielder of  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers,  who  are 
still  in  the  National  League  (Bill  Terry 
please  copy);  Ed  Steffen,  owner  of  the 
St.  Louis  Flyers;  George  Koverly,  groan 
and  grunt  man  ( wrestler  to  some  folks) ; 
Frank  Loebs,  W ashington  University  foot- 
ball coach;  Wilfred  (Dukes)  Duford,  St. 
Louis  University  football  coach. 

Police  Captain  Fred  H.  Grabbe,  newly- 
elected  president  of  the  St.  Louis  Police 
Relief  Ass’n,  has  announced  that  Panchon 
& Marco  again  will  produce  the  Police  Re- 
lief Circus  in  1941.  The  big  show  is  to 
be  given  next  April.  This  will  mark  the 
third  consecutive  year  Panchon  & Marco 
has  produced  the  show,  the  net  proceeds 
of  which  go  to  the  police  relief  fund. 
Last  year  there  were  some  who  thought 
that  the  expenses  of  the  show  ran  too 
high  (the  net  being  slightly  less  than 
from  the  1939  show),  but  the  officers  of 
the  Police  Relief  Ass’n  were  agreed  that 
the  caliber  of  the  show  was  the  best  ever 
offered  to  the  friends  of  the  association. 
So  again  to  assure  a top-notch  production 
in  1941  they  voted  to  give  the  contract 
to  Fanchon  & Marco. 

“Kid”  Regan  in  the  Star-Times  ob- 
serves: “Customers  take  their  disappoint- 
rnent  in  deep  silence  if  they  do  not  like 
the  programs  at  a tidy  little  theatre  in 
the  Taylor-Easton  belt — because  the  head 
usher  and  floor  manager  is  a two-fisted 
heavy-weight  box- fighter  entitled  Dan 
Dowling.”  The  “Kid”  apparently  never  has 
heard  that  the  Irish  are  born  diplomats. 
So  why  would  Dan  intimidate  the  cash 
customers  ivhen  a bit  of  Irish  blarney  could 
keep  them  happy. 

Pappy  Cheshire,  KMOX  hillbilly  impre- 
sario, returned  last  week  from  Hollywood 
where  he  worked  in  a Republic  film.  He 
has  announced  that  his  agent  in  the  film 
capital  has  made  arrangements  for  him 
to  work  in  four  more  films.  He  said  the 
new  pictures  probably  will  be  made  by 
other  companies  than  Republic,  but  he 
said  he  couldn’t  reveal  their  identity  at 
this  time.  The  first  of  the  four  will  go 
into  production  early  next  spring.  In  the 
meantime  arrangements  are  being  made 
for  the  premiere  of  Republic’s  “Barnyard 
Pollies,”  in  which  Pappy  had  a feature 
role.  It  will  be  shown  here  during  the 
Christmas  holidays. 

Johnny  Perkins,  currently  emceeing  at 
Fanchon  & Marco’s  Fox,  has  lost  42  pounds 
during  the  19  weeks  he  has  been  operating 
his  Playdium  o?i  Collinsville  avenue  in 
East  St.  Louis,  III.  He  now  weighs  only 
240  pounds. 

Nat  Koplar,  owner  of  the  20th-Fox 
exchange  building  at  3330  Olive  St.,  has 
awarded  a contract  to  the  Meramec  Con- 
struction Co.,  918  North  11th  St.,  for  al- 
terations to  the  front  of  the  building.  The 
work  will  cost  about  $2,000. 

Sonja  Henie  and  her  Ice  Revue  will  be 
at  the  Arena  December  10  to  15.  This  will 
be  Sonja’s  third  visit  to  St.  Louis  . . . The 
engagement  of  Mildred  Hammel  to  Wil- 
liam S.  Kaimann,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  J.  Kaimann,  has  been  announced. 

Wally  Heim,  trap-drumming  orchestra 
leader  and  assistant  advertising  direc- 


Hits  Films  and  Music 
And  Censor  Boards 

Sheboygan,  Wis. — Jack  Stuart  Knapp, 
director  of  dramatics  of  the  National 
Recreation  Ass’n,  in  an  address  before  the 
November  meeting  of  the  local  Better 
Films  Council,  declared  60  per  cent  of 
the  films  produced  are  not  worth  seeing 
and  99  per  cent  of  the  music  written 
today  is  not  worth  hearing.  Knapp  also 
spoke  disparagingly  of  censorship  and  de- 
plored the  fact  that  boards  of  censorship 
throughout  the  country  are  hampering 
Hollywood.  He  suggested  such  boards  con- 
fine their  efforts  to  recommending  films 
suitable  for  children. 

Marlowe  Connor,  manager  of  the  She- 
boygan Theatre,  told  the  Council  that  edu- 
cational pictures  are  the  most  difficult 
to  sell.  He  showed  how  Warner  Bros, 
pioneered  in  this  field  and  pleaded  for  the 
cooperation  of  schools  and  the  Council  in 
encouraging  children  to  see  such  worth- 
while pictures. 

At  a dinner  of  the  Pond  du  Lac  Coim- 
cil  attended  by  14  members  of  the  She- 
boygan group,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Smith,  past 
president  of  the  Sheboygan  council  and 
sixth  district  chairman  of  Better  Films 
Councils,  suggested  that  contacts  be  es- 
tablished between  schools,  theatres  and  the 
films  councils. 


Chicago  WB  Manager — 

Sidney  Rose,  former  Warner  branch 
manager  m Omaha,  has  been  promoted 
to  the  maiiagement  of  the  Chicago 
exchange.  He  succeeds  Tom  R.  Gil- 
liam, who  becomes  branch  manager  in 
Atlanta.  Harry  Goldman,  country 
salesman,  becomes  Chicago  city  sales- 
man.  Harry  Mandell,  Chicago  booker, 
is  promoted  to  country  salesman.  Jack 
Shumow  becomes  sales  manager  suc- 
ceeding Bill  Brumberg  who  joins  the 
advertising  department  in  New  York. 


tor  at  Loew’s,  starred  in  the  role  of  tackle 
on  the  Dolan  team  in  its  championship 
contest  with  the  Food  Centers  at  Forest 
Park.  The  battle  ended  in  an  0-0  tie.  Heim 
went  across  for  one  touchdown  that  was 
nullified  because  both  teams  were  off-side 
. . . KMOX,  the  local  CBS  outlet,  co- 
operated with  the  27  Fanchon  & Marco 
theatres  in  selecting  a local  amateur  to 
work  with  the  Major  Bowes  unit. 
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Northwest  Allied  Will  Fight 
Decree  by  State  Legislation 


An  Increasing  Use 
Of  10-Cent  Nights 

Kansas  City — Noted  here  several  weeks 
back  was  an  increase  in  the  use  of  10- 
cent  nights  by  exhibitors,  particularly 
those  with  15-cent  admission  policies.  The 
number  “10”  is  appearing  more  frequent- 
ly in  bold  face  type  in  subsequent  run 
advertisements,  and  apparently  dime  nights 
constitute  a trend. 

From  outstate,  word  is  that  there  is  no 
appreciable  change  in  the  admission  pic- 
ture. Some  small  city  houses  in  Kansas 
are  cutting  out  a mid-week  change  where 
the  management  feels  an  adjustment  to 
meet  conditions  is  necessary. 

Report  locally  is  that  on  the  whole  the 
10-cent  nights  are  getting  business,  and 
since  business  hasn’t  been  any  too  easy  to 
get,  the  use  of  dimers  probably  will  con- 
tinue and  may  increase.  Exhibitors  are 
mixing  up  old  pictures  and  new,  but  aren’t 
faced  with  any  particular  problem  in  get- 
ting releases  for  dime  showings,  since  only 
four  companies,  Warner,  20th-Fox,  Metro 
and  Paramount,  do  not  permit  10-centing 
current  releases.  This  apparently  doesn’t 
apply  to  old  ones  from  these  distributors, 
and  exhibitors  long  have  used  good  pic- 
tures that  are  old  with  fairly  effective 
results. 


Vote  of  Confidence  for 
Chief  Barker  Blotcky 

Minneapolis — The  Twin  City  Variety 
Club  paid  a compliment  to  Chief  Barker 
Ben  Blotcky  by  giving  him  more  votes 
than  any  of  the  other  nominees  for  Can- 
vassmen  at  the  annual  election  this  week. 
Others  named  were  Joe  Podoloff,  Bill 
Elson,  “Hy”  Chapman,  Gilbert  Nathanson, 
Milt  Frosch,  LeRoy  J.  Miller,  Eddie  Ru- 
ben, Max  Torodor,  Harry  Dryer  and  Frank 
McCormick. 

Blotcky  and  Podoloff  were  elected  dele- 
gates to  the  national  convention  at  At- 
lantic City,  N.  J.,  next  year.  W.  A.  Steffes 
and  A.  A.  Kaplan  were  chosen  as  alter- 
nates. Canvassmen  will  meet  the  ensuing 
week  to  select  officers.  The  re-election  of 
Blotcky  as  chief  barker  is  believed  to  be 
a mere  formality.  It  was  announced  the 
club  has  made  a gift  of  two  violet  ray 
lamps  to  the  Lymanhurst  Hospital  for 
underprivileged  children. 


Universal  Enjoys  Big 
Week  in  Minneapolis 

Minneapolis — Universal  here  had  its 
biggest  loop  first-run  week  here  the  past 
week  with  three  of  its  pictures  at  leading 
downtown  spots.  “A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven,” 
“Seven  Sinners”  and  “Spring  Parade”  were 
at  the  Orpheum,  Century  and  World,  re- 
spectively. “Spring  Parade”  was  in  its 
second  week,  having  been  moved  from 
the  Orpheum  to  the  World. 


Make  Chest  Quota 

Des  Moines  — Team  3 — theatres  and 
amusements — headed  by  Captain  Sam 
Horowitz  and  Assistant  Captain  Myron 
Blank,  was  first  in  the  1940  Community 
Chest  drive  here  to  make  its  team  quota, 
set  at  $4,700. 


f, 

S.  D,  Exhibitors  to 
Meet  December  9 

Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. — The  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  South  Dakota  Exhibitors  Ass'n 
will  be  held  here  December  9 at  the 
Carpenter  Hotel.  Officers  for  the  com- 
ing year  will  be  elected. 

■ --  -2 

Declare  a Product 
Shortage  Impends 


Minneapolis — The  danger  of  a product 
shortage  for  independent  neighborhood 
and  suburban  exhibitors  later  in  the  sea- 
son is  declared  by  the  trade  here  to  be 
the  most  threatening  in  years. 

It’s  all  because  of  curtailed  Hollywood 
production  on  account  of  the  European 
situation  and  an  economy  wave  plus  the 
unusually  large  number  of  extended  first 
runs,  it  is  said. 

Runs  are  being  extended  as  much  as 
possible  because  of  curtailed  production, 
the  numerous  outstanding  releases  and  the 
new  general  policy  of  getting  all  the  reve- 
nue possible  out  of  exceptional  pictures 
to  encourage  their  production  and  to  help 
the  producers  offset  the  losses  resulting 
from  the  European  situation,  it  is  pointed 
out. 

One  of  the  consequences  of  present  con- 
ditions is  an  increased  demand  for  inde- 
pendent product  the  sales  of  which  are 
the  biggest  in  years,  it  is  declared. 


Ottumwa  and  Capitol 
Will  Be  Remodeled 

Ottumwa,  Ia. — Both  the  Ottumwa  and 
the  Capitol  theatres  here  will  be  remodeled 
this  winter,  the  Ottumwa  Theatre  Corp. 
announces  while  also  revealing  that  con- 
tracts for  work  on  the  corporation’s  new 
Church  Street  house  have  been  signed. 

The  Kucharo  Construction  Co.  of  Des 
Moines  landed  the  general  building  con- 
tract with  the  Weitz  Co.  of  Des  Moines 
drawing  the  electrical  work.  Decorating  is 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  Marshall  Field  & 
Co.  of  Chicago.  The  plumbing  contract 
has  not  yet  been  awarded. 

Work  on  the  $45,000  theatre  is  expected 
to  be  completed  about  March  1. 


Anderson  and  Olson 
Exchange  Branches 

Minneapolis  — A Warner  Bros,  shift 
brings  Art  Anderson  here  from  Des  Moines 
as  branch  manager  and  sends  C.  K.  Olson, 
who  has  been  local  branch  manager,  to 
the  Iowa  city.  Anderson  was  a member 
of  the  Warner  sales  staff  here  before  be- 
ing promoted  to  the  Des  Moines  post.  An- 
nouncement of  the  shifts  was  made  by  Rud 
Lohrenz,  district  manager. 


Minneapolis — Northwest  Allied  will  try 
to  devise  ways  and  means  of  combating 
the  consent  decree  by  state  legislation 
which,  members  hope,  will  have  the  effect 
of  knocking  out  some  of  the  clauses  most 
objectionable  to  independent  exhibitors. 
A committee  has  been  appointed  to  study 
the  matter  and  to  frame  some  measures 
which  would  benefit  the  independents  and 
which  would  be  sponsored  by  the  organiza- 
tion in  the  next  legislature. 

One  of  the  worst  results  of  the  decree, 
as  far  as  the  independents  are  concerned, 
will  be  higher  aggregate  film  costs.  North- 
west Allied  declares.  These  would  be  ruin- 
ous to  most  exhibitors  and  would  force 
many  to  the  wall,  it  is  asserted.  In  fact, 
lower  film  costs  are  essential  if  the  inde- 
pendent is  to  survive,  according  to  North- 
west Allied  leaders. 

L.  B.  Schwartz,  counsel  for  Northwest 
Allied,  represented  the  body  at  the  consent 
decree  hearing  in  New  York,  opposing  its 
approval  by  the  court.  He  reported  to  the 
organization  at  the  hearing  last  week. 

KMTA  Meeting  Set 
For  December  17 

Kansas  City — The  annual  election  and 
convention  of  the  Kansas-Missouri  Thea- 
tres Ass’n  has  been  set  for  December  17,> 
although  the  place  of  meeting  has  not 
been  determined,  according  to  Frank  Cas- 
sil,  Rialto,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  president. 

Exhibitors  will  go  over  the  consent  de- 
cree thoroughly,  and  will  discuss  state 
legislation  in  both  Missouri  and  Kansas 
where  the  legislatures  meet  in  January. 

Analysis  of  consent  decree  provisions  and 
their  effect  on  the  operation  of  theatres 
will  get  emphasis  at  the  meeting. 

It  is  hoped  Ed  Kuykendall,  president  of 
the  MPTOA,  will  be  here,  and  it  is  pos- 
sible that  H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  pub- 
lic relations  for  Metro,  who  was  here  at 
the  last  convention,  will  also  be  at  the 
meeting. 


Ambulance  for  Britain 
Purchased  by  Blanks 

Des  Moines — A personal  check  for  $1,- 
150  last  week  concretely  backed  up  the 
contention  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  H.  Blank 
that  Americans  should  do  more  than  talk 
of  their  admiration  for  Great  Britain’s 
war  efforts. 

Blank  is  president  of  the  Tri-States  and 
Central  States  Theatre  corporations  and 
midwest  chairman  of  the  film  industry’s 
defense  co-ordination  setup. 

The  money  was  given  to  the  Des  Moines 
chapter  of  the  Red  Cross  to  be  used  to 
purchase  an  ambulance  for  the  British. 
The  donation  is  “in  profound  admiration 
for  British  courage,”  said  Blank. 


Grayson  Completes  Chore 

Hollywood — Charles  Grayson  has  com- 
pleted the  script  of  “30  Days  Hath  Sep- 
tember” for  Warner’s. 
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Republic-Midwest  handled  the  checking 
job. 

The  program  was  one  of  the  best  yet, 
and  included  among  its  advertisers  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Rube  Melcher’s  Pojfpers’  Supply,  Altec,  Chev- 
rolet, Missouri  Theatre  Supply,  Muehlebach  Ho- 
tel, Morris  Hoffman  Construction  Co.,  Goldman's 
Jewelry,  RCA,  Yellow  Cab,  Summerour  & De- 
vine,  Film  Delivery,  Flett  Construction,  Plaza 
Haircut  Shop,  Pla-Mor,  Kansas  City  Gas,  Fint 
Jones,  Greenlease-O’Neil.  Oplican  Bros.,  Ace 
Linen  Supply.  F^ureka  Petroleum.  Screenland.  Riss 
& Co.,  Kansas  City  l^ower  & Light.  Harrell  Ser- 
vice Station.  Cresswell,  M.  P.  Greene,  City  Bank, 
Missouri  Film  Lab.  Katz  Drug,  Dierks  Tavern, 
United  Filin  Ad.  Manley,  Inc.,  W.  A.  Miller  Flora, 
Hal  Perrin  of  .\merican  Seating.  H.  J.  Griffith 
Theatres,  Inc.,  Kansas  City  Bond  & Employ- 
ment, Stebbins  Theatre  Supply,  Pictorial  Press 
Service,  Potter  Premium.  A.  A.  Electric,  Cinema 
Club,  Keystone  Press.  Plaza  Bowl  and  National 
Theatre  Supply. 

In  addition  to  Herbie  Kay,  who  pulled 
four  times  the  ticket  sales  at  the  door 
than  at  any  previous  ball,  the  entertain- 
ment committee,  under  Jerry  Zigmond 
and  Barney  Joffee,  had  Lum  and  Abner 
from  the  Tower,  Art  Perry  and  His  Har- 
monica Band,  the  Wiggam  Kids,  and  three 
acts  from  KMBC  that  were  well  liked. 

Results  from  the  Ball,  while  not  yet 
completely  determined,  are  expected  to 
exceed  those  of  other  years,  or  at  least 
to  equal  the  best  ones,  according  to  club 
officials. 


Variety  Will  Elect 
Officers  Dec.  2 

Kansas  City — The  annual  election  of 
officers  of  Variety  will  be  held  Monday 
evening,  December  2,  at  the  clubrooms. 
It  will  follow  a free  dinner.  In  addition, 
several  important  matters  concerning  the 
future  welfare  of  the  club  will  come  up 
for  discussion,  according  to  Arthur  Cole, 
secretary. 

The  eleven  directors  elected  by  the  mem- 
bership will  name  their  own  officers  im- 
mediately following  the  meeting. 


Barney  Dubinsky  Takes 
Bride  in  St,  Louis 

St.  Louis — The  wedding  of  Miss  Ruth 
Carp  and  Barney  Dubinsky  took  place  here 
November  16  at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel,  Dr. 
Samuel  Thurman  officiating.  Dubinsky, 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  Dubinsky 
of  Kansas  City,  is  associated  with  three 
other  brothers  in  the  operation  of  the 
Dubinsky  Bros,  circuit  of  Missouri  and 
Kansas. 

The  couple  will  make  their  home  in  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  where  the  Dubinskys  have 
several  theatre  properties. 


Hold  Meeting  in  Kaycee 
For  S,  R,  Kent  Drive 

Kansas  City — Here  for  a Kent  drive 
meeting  were  W.  J.  Cooper,  20th-Fox  west- 
ern division  manager;  Moe  Levy,  district 
manager  and  drive  leader;  Benny  Reingold, 
branch  manager,  St.  Louis,  and  St.  Louis 
Salesmen  Joe  Feld,  L.  Williams,  Abe  Es- 
kin  and  George  Ware,  and  Miss  Floe  Patke, 
booker.  Attending  also  were  these  Kansas 
City  boys:  Ward  Scott,  district  manager; 
George  Puller,  branch  manager;  Gus  Ku- 
bitzki,  Howard  Kinser,  Joe  Woodward  and 
Charley  Knickerbocker. 


Scripting  a "Charlie  Chon" 

Hollywood — John  Larkin  has  been  as- 
signed to  script  an  untitled  “Charlie  Chan’’ 
for  20th-Pox. 


2,000  Have  Lot  of  Fun  at  Best 
Charity  Ball  by  Variety  Club 


Kansas  City — The  Variety  Club  Charity 
Ball  held  at  the  Pla-Mor  provided  a lot 
of  fun  and  frolic  for  more  than  2,000  mem- 
bers of  the  industry  and  the  public.  Her- 
bie Kay’s  orchestra  supplied  the  dance 
music. 

Credit  for  Variety’s  best  Charity  Ball 
goes  to  Earl  Jameson  of  Film  Delivery, 
general  chairman,  and  his  committee:  Sam 
Abend,  tickets:  Jay  Means,  advertising  and 
publicity:  Homer  Blackwell,  program: 
Ward  Scott  and  the  Cinema  Club,  decora- 
tions, and  Barney  Joffee  and  Jerry  Zig- 
mond, entertainment. 

Hostesses  were  June  Medcalf,  Variety 


Club;  Minnie  Schmiedgen,  United  Artists; 
Virginia  Gaylord,  Universal:  Ellen  Dono- 
hue, Metro;  Margie  Zimmerman,  Colum- 
bia: Pauline  DeLancey,  Republic:  Margie 
Moore,  Commonwealth;  Gladys  Penrod, 
Paramount:  Evelyn  Wells,  20th-Fox:  Doro- 
thy Davison,  NSS;  Margaret  O’Toole, 
RKO;  Dorothy  Sharp,  WB;  Genola  Engel- 
hart.  Monogram,  and  Nadine  Missakian, 
Film  Delivery. 

Cinema  Club  members  aiding  Ward  Scott 
on  decorations  were  Joe  Lysowski,  presi- 
dent: Charles  Crawford  and  John  Long 
of  20th-Pox,  and  Martin  Stone  of  Screen- 
land.  As  in  past  years,  Charley  Lewis  of 


— Pictolia.  Press  Photos 

At  the  Kansas  City  Variety  Club  Ball — 

Typical  scenes  at  the  annual  charity  ball  of  the  Kansas  City  Variety  Club 
in  the  Pla-Mor  Ballroom.  Attended  by  the  largest  crowd  in  the  history 
of  the  affair,  the  ball  featured  the  music  of  Herbie  Kay. 
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Vaudeville  Again  a 
Failure  inMinny 


Minneapolis — It  is  good  pictures  that 
the  Minneapolis  public  apparently  wants 
above  all  else  in  the  entertainment  line. 
This,  at  least,  is  the  conclusion  reached 
now  that  the  Alvin  has  folded  after  an 
unsuccessful  10-week  effort  to  make  a 
vaudeville  policy  pay. 

This  is  the  second  time  in  the  past  two 
years  a permanent  stage  show  policy  has 
failed  to  click  here,  the  other  instance 
having  been  the  Minnesota  Theatre.  In 
each  case  the  stage  shows  were  para- 
mount, the  non-major  screen  product  be- 
ing of  secondary  consideration.  It  now 
is  apparent  pictures  fill  the  entertainment 
bill  for  the  vast  majority  of  Minneapoli- 
tans and  that  there  is  not  enough  of  a 
public  for  vaudeville,  the  trade  feels. 

The  Orpheum  brings  in  only  an  occa- 
sional stage  show  to  present  along  with 
its  major  feature  photoplays  and  about 
the  only  ones  to  demonstrate  any  con- 
siderable amount  of  pulling  power  are  the 
big  name  bands  or  some  especially  out- 
standing screen  or  radio  personality,  it  has 
been  found. 

Harry  Hirsch  and  Harry  Katz,  who  oper- 
ated the  Alvin,  are  veteran  burlesque  im- 
presarios here.  They  started  with  modified 
burlesque,  but  went  to  vaudeville  after  the 
third  week.  Their  future  plans  are  in- 
definite, but  they  may  go  into  the  Palace 
with  burlesque.  The  Gayety,  where  they 
held  forth  for  20  years,  has  been  taken 
over  by  Irving  Gillman  for  15-cent  sub- 
sequent-run pictures.  Bill  Elson,  who  now 
is  operating  the  Palace  with  his  old  Sev- 
enth Street  Theatre  15-cent  subsequent 
run  film  policy,  will  move  to  the  Alvin. 


"NWMP"  Magnet  in  Minny; 
Admissions  Tilted  Up 

Minneapolis — For  the  second  time  with- 
in little  more  than  a month,  the  policy  of 
raised  admission  prices  for  exceptional 
pictures  has  been  justified  here.  At  the 
State  “North  West  Mounted  Police,”  with 
the  ante  tilted  from  44  to  55  cents  top, 
did  sensational  business  for  two  weeks  and 
has  moved  over  to  the  Century  for  an 
extension  of  its  loop  first  run. 

Preceding  “North  West  Mounted  Police” 
the  same  theatre  boosted  its  admission 
scale  similarly  for  “Boom  Town”  which 
also  did  sensational  business,  running  two 
weeks  at  the  State  and  then  moving  to 
the  Century  where  it  continued  for  an- 
other fortnight.  However,  in  its  first  two 
weeks,  “NWMP”  even  outgrossed  “Boom 
Town.” 


Hold  Operators'  Wage 
Scale  Is  Too  High 

Minneapolis — Meeting  this  week  to  con- 
sider booth  operator  scales.  Northwest  Al- 
lied pointed  out  that  boxoffice  results  over 
the  past  two  years  do  not  justify  the  pres- 
ent rate  of  pay.  Unless  costs,  including 
operators’  scales  as  well  as  film  rentals, 
are  drastically  pared,  it  was  declared,  many 
exhibitors  will  be  unable  to  continue  in 
business. 


Scripts  20th-Fox  Thriller 

Hollywood — Ben  Grauman  Kohn  is 
scripting  “Key  Man,”  mystery-melodrama, 
for  20th-Pox. 


QN  THE  ROW:  Frederick  Griefe  and  his 
dad,  Louis,  who  operate  the  Windsor, 
Windsor,  Mo.;  Sam  Filson,  Majestic,  Scott 
City,  Kas.;  E.  A.  Peterson,  Plaza,  Green- 
field, Mo.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Ghosen,  Up- 
town, Sedalia,  Mo.;  Cle  Bratton,  Ritz, 
Council  Grove,  Kas.;  Lester  McCormack, 
Majestic,  Green  Forest,  Ark.;  Bob  Gor- 
ham, Liberty,  Horton,  Kas.;  George  Nes- 
cher,  Rio,  Valley  Falls,  Kas.;  Sam  Sosna, 
Manhattan,  Kas.,  and  Louis  Sosna,  Sosna, 
Moberly,  Mo.;  Dale  Danielson,  Dream  and 
Mecca,  Russell,  Kas.;  Lee  Sproule,  Rex, 
Newton,  Kas.;  Morris  V.  Beisner,  Dream, 
Glasco,  Kas.;  A.  J.  Simmons,  Plaza,  Bur- 
lington, Kas.;  O.  F.  Sullivan,  Civic,  Wichi- 
ta, Kas.  . . . Lieut.  Zack  Beiser  is  back 
frcm  Ft.  Belvoir,  Va.,  15  pounds  heavier. 
He’s  taken  up  his  old  post  at  the  Columbia 
exchange  for  a month — until  December  23, 
when  the  110th  Engineers  mobilize  to  Ft. 
Robinson,  Ark. 

Wh  le  a lot  of  folks  found  it  hard  to  get 
back  in  the  harness  last  Saturday,  the 
comment  on  the  Charity  Ball  the  night 
before  was  uniformly  this:  That  it  icas 
the  most  fun  of  any  yet  held.  “I  had  a 
better  time  at  this  one  than  ever  before,” 
was  a frequent  statement  . . . That  stun- 
ning lass  with  W.  G.  McKinney  of  H.  J. 
Griffith  Theatres,  Inc.,  was  Harriet  Ben- 
nett, Earl  Carroll  show  girl  from  New 
York.  She  is  a friend  of  Gladys  Ryan 
(who  isn’t  Gladys  Ryan  any  more,  but 
who  has  been  married  and  is  off  to  Cali- 
fornia) of  NSS  . . . A.  J.  Simmons,  Plaza, 
Burlington,  Kas.;  O.  F.  Sullivan,  Civic, 
Wichita,  Kas.;  Dale  and  Frieda  Danielson, 
Russell,  Kas.,  and  Cle  Bratton,  Ritz,  Coun- 
cil Grove,  Kas.,  were  among  the  out-of- 
town  exhibitors  who  attended  the  Ball. 

Jerry  Drake  of  the  Ritz,  Bolivar,  Mo., 
is  very  successfully  using  16mm  home 
movies.  He  has  an  “edition”  twice  a 
month  . . . The  new  Pic  at  Buffalo,  Mo., 
opened  November  29.  Shields  Wilson,  who 
operates  the  Camden,  Camdenton,  Mo.,  has 
the  new  350-seater,  which  replaces  his  for- 
mer Buffalo  . . . Harold  Helman,  Colum- 
bia booker,  was  in  Chicago  for  the  Thanks- 
giving holidays  with  his  family  . . . The 
only  exhibitor  we  know  of  (in  this  or  any 
other  area)  who  has  closed  up  shop  in 
order  to  go  off  for  a year’s  training  in 
defense  of  his  country,  is  Charley  Martin 
of  the  Republic  at  Republic,  Mo.  Charley 
has  been  operating  the  theatre  a couple 
of  years. 

Bye  Coverston,  operator  of  the  Cozy  at 
Gravette,  Ark.,  and  Mrs  Coverston  left  last 
week  to  hunt  deer  in  Texas.  This  is  the 
second  such  jaunt  for  the  couple  this  fall. 
Earlier  they  went  to  Colorado  and  brought 
back  a big  one.  Coverston's  hobby  is  col- 
lecting guns — new  ones,  old  ones,  all  sorts 
. . . Gretchen  Brown  of  Commonwealth 
Theatres  was  holding  her  jaw  Monday 
(impacted  wisdom  tooth)  while  Hazeljoy 
Ralph  of  the  same  spot  told  how  Gretchen 
took  her  (Hazel)  for  a ship  at  the  Charity 
Ball  and  christened  her  with  a cocktail. 

Those  white  sidewall  tires  on  the  new 
Buick  A1  Adler  of  Metro  is  sporting  really 
laid  them  in  the  cornstalks  down  in  the 
Ozarks  last  week  . . . Peterson  Freezem’s 
bowling  team  entered  the  midwest  tourney 
at  the  Palace  Alleys  last  week  and  did  a 
nice  job.  Total  was  2,863,  with  Roger 
Leighton  of  20th-Pox  making  a high  630 
and  Ted  Wilkins  of  Republic-Midwest  sec- 
ond with  615.  Others  on  the  team  were 
G.  A.  Peterson,  Peterson  Freezem;  Leon 
Abraham,  RKO,  and  Harlan  Everett, 
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Metro  . . . Stan  Goldberg  of  Monogram 
says  he’s  “cooking  with  gas”  these  days 
— with  “Take  Me  Back  to  Oklahoma,”  Tex 
Ritter  opus. 

Another  shuttle  trip  for  the  Friendly 
Theatres  lads — Sam  Abend,  Earl  Jameson 
and  George  Harttmann — is  to  Lindsborg , 
Kas.,  and  back.  They  now  have  the  Plaza 
(formerly  the  Wonderland)  there,  after 
taking  over  recently  from  Roy  Bengston, 
and  have  put  on  a new  front  and  other- 
wise fixed  up  the  theatre.  Eric  Jernberg 
is  manager — as  well  as  mayor  of  Linds- 
borg . . . Spyros  Skouras,  National  The- 
atres, New  York,  was  here  November  26 — 
but  not  on  theatre  business.  He  heads  the 
Greek  relief  drive  nationally,  and  was 
here  to  help  it  along. 

Carl  Zilley,  in  the  steam  room  at  Fox 
Midwest,  has  been  in  Research  Hospital  for 
several  weeks  seriously  ill  ...  E.  C.  Rhoden 
of  Fox  Midwest  is  a director  of  the  newly 
organized  Saddle  & Sirloin  Club,  organ- 
ized to  stress  the  social  side  of  the  Ameri- 
can Royal  . . . E.  L.  Harris  of  Alexander 
Film  is  being  kept  busy  these  days  with 
the  company’s  new  “prevues.” 

Big  news  of  the  week  is  the  announce- 
inent  from  Branson,  Mo.,  that  Jim  M. 
Owen,  former  mayor  of  the  city  and  opera- 
tor of  the  Ozark  there  for  years  and  years, 
and  Lois  Lewis  of  Pryor,  Okla.,  are  to  be 
married  in  January.  Owen  also  is  widely 
known  for  his  float  trips  through  the 
Ozark  regions  . . . Charles  Weeks  has 
taken  over  the  Dexter,  Dexter,  Mo.,  from 
Dr.  T.  J.  Brentlinger  and  will  reopen  after 
redecorating  it  ..  . The  Princess  at  Scan- 
( Continued  on  page  50-A) 


POPCORN  PRICES  ARE 
GOING  UP 

BUY  MOW 

Take  a(d vantage  of  our  low  prices 
now.  This  week  ONLY  you  can 
get  Superb  South  American  Corn 
an<d  Flav-O-Nut  seasoning  at  our 
regular  prices. 

Superb 

South  American  Corn 

100  LBS $4.50 

Flav-O-Nut  Seasoning 

50  LBS $6.25 

(Prices  Subject  to  Increase 
by  December  6) 


RUBE  MELCHER 

POPPERS  SUPPLY  CO. 

GR  0672  1717  Wyandotte 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO, 
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ART  ANDERSON 


these  birds  are  about  to  get  in  our 
hair,  what  with  Einfeld  and  Blumberg 
sending  & Co.  a carrier  pigeon  (which  re- 
fused to  carry,  causing  us  no  end  of  trou- 
ble), and  Ed  Mason  of  Osage  writing  Lx)u 
Levy  about  several  varieties  of  birds  and 
referring  to  Boxoffice  as  “that  jane’’ 
(for  complete  details  see  “Aw,  Shucks!’’). 
And  now  comes  another  birdie  story  about 
Joe  Ancher  and  one  of  the  Titonka  Bart- 
letts  (again  we  say,  for  complete  details, 
see  “Aw,  Shucks!’’). 

Apparently  we  were  wrong  in  suggest- 
ing that  Evelyn  Rosen  was  taking  the 
well-worn  path  to  the  kitchen  from  her 
typewriter  at  Columbia  when  she  left  . . . 
she  popped  up  in  Minneapolis  working  for 
Pioneer  November  25  . . . on  the  other 
hand,  maybe  Evelyn’s  taking  a little  more 
circuitous  route.  Bert  Thomas  got  time  in 
between  Hi-ing  out  the  window  to  strolling 
exhibs  to  tell  us  that  “Arizona”  was  a 
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swell  pic,  and  that  Dorothy  Hahn  replaced 
Evelyn. 

Lofink  and  Elder  at  Universal  claim 
that  Ruby  Stacy  Carter  is  still  honeymoon- 
ing around  .the  office,  but  Ruby  denies  it 
. . . Lofink  says  his  hirsute  kisses  as  ad- 
vertised in  Boxoffice  are  intriguing  the 
Filmrow  gals  no  end,  and  that  now  the 
brazen  hussies  whistle  at  him  when  he 
walks  down  High  Street,  causing  him  to 
blush  beneath  his  beard.  Those  belonging 
to  the  “Joe  Smith  for  President”  club  will 
be  interested  to  know  that  he  is  suffering 
from  a nasty  head  cold  and  using  bushels 
of  hankies  every  day. 

Jack  and  Lois  Kennedy  were  among 
those  present  at  the  Shrine  to  see  “Tobac- 
co Road.”  Mel  Evidon  flew  to  Minne- 
apolis on  Pioneer  circuit  business  Novem- 
ber 24.  Art  Leak,  the  Columbia  salesman, 
was  seen — strangely  enough — in  at  Co- 
lumbia. Lou  Patz  up  at  National  Screen 
tells  us  he  knows  this’n  that  about  these’n 
those,  but  he  wouldn’t  give  out,  so  youse 
are  the  losers. 

Universal’s  W.  A.  Scully,  general  sales 
manager  out  of  NY,  and  J.  E.  Garrison, 
district  manager  from  Kaycee,  were  in 
DM  Friday.  We  caught  Joe  Feldman  in 
the  act  (yeah,  act)  telling  those  nice- 
looking  Cotas  from  Waukon  all  about 
something,  we  couldn’t  figure  out  what 
. . . hope  the  Cotas  understood  better’n 
we  did,  Joe.  Beverly  Mahon  tries  to  ex- 
cuse practically  the  worst  pun  we’ve  ever 
heard  (and  living  with  & Co.,  we  hear 
some  bad  ones,  Beverly)  by  parenthesizing, 
“My  name’s  hard  to  make  a pim  out  of” 
. . . Haitch,  so’s  ours,  but  looka  here, 
“EXTRA!  RENE  ALL  ABOUT  IT.” 

Jack  Segal,  the  candy  machine  man,  is 
leaving  the  public  with  a lot  of  unused 
slugs  on  its  hands  . . . Jack’s  put  pretty 
little  glass  candy  cases  in  at  the  Roose- 


velt, Des  Moines,  and  Uptown  theatres  . . . 
we  hope  there’ll  be  someone  around  to  sell  ? 
us  a Hershey  to  chaw,  but  we  used  to 
manage  to  get  in  too  late  even  to  get  a 
nickel  for  the  slot  machine,  so  we  won’t 
be  any  worse  off.  Del  MacDermott  is  re- 
ported by  our  pick-up  man  to  have  a very 
playful  nature. 

Connie  Krebs,  the  RKO  man  from  Hol- 
lywood, stopped  over  at  the  house  a while 
and  showed  off  how  Wife  Shirley  has  him 
house-broke  . . . Connie  says,  “I  know  my 
way  around,”  and  refused  to  put  cigarette 
ashes  in  that  fancy  new  brass  ash  tray 
with  the  compass  center  which  & Co.  gave 
to  Boxoffice  in  memoriam  (advisedly) 
of  her  solo  flight.  Connie  is  a great  guy. 

Ushering  you  around:  Augi  Palandri, 
chief  of  service  at  the  Uptown,  has  some 
extra-poisonous  poison  ivy  . . . Bob  Breh- 
eny  is  getting  to  Dowling  College  via  the 
Orpheum  and  the  Paramount  is  Joe 
Trehey’s  step  to  higher  education  . . . 
Howard  Dunn  says  he  hasn’t  seen  his  new 
purp’s  name  in  this  column  yet,  and  we 
were  all  set  to  use  it  just  now,  Howard, 
but  all  we  can  remember  is  that  it’s  Irish 
and  not  Pat  or  Mike. 

Z placards  all  over  town  made  the  pub- 
lic Zorro-conscious  for  the  Des  Moines 
and  Roosevelt  theatres  . . . but  there  was 
some  talk  about  the  possibility  that  they 
were  advertising  for  “The  Letter,”  which 
was  competing  with  the  California  swords- 
man at  the  Orpheum.  Jack  Mathewson, 
chief  usher  at  the  Des  Moines,  resigned 
last  week  and  Vernon  Carr  was  transfer- 
red down  to  the  loop  district  from  the 
Roosevelt  to  take  his  place. 

After  seeing  “Tin  Pan  Alley,”  Tri-States 
executives  discovered  it  booked  at  the 
Paramount  against  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  with  upped  prices  at  the  next-door 
Des  Moines,  opening  November  28,  Iowa’s 
Republican  Thanksgiving  day  . . . There 
was  many  a muffled  moan,  and  scads  of 
skittering  here  and  there,  but  the  book- 
ing stood  and  the  betwixt-holidays  drive 
opened  with  more  spirit  than  has  been  evi- 
denced around  Tri-States  on  any  but  party 
days. 

Holdsberg  “NWMP”  had  a running  start 
on  exploitation,  with  a “Get  Your  Man” 
contest  already  going.  Harry  also  had 
groundworked  his  picture  by  advertising 
among  the  classifieds  for  a real,  unadul- 
terated mountie.  With  stiff  competition 
cropping  up  next  door,  he  rushed  20  copies 
of  “The  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police” 
to  the  city  library  and  picked  up  a two- 
column  piece  of  newspaper  art.  He  per- 
suaded the  Sunday  Register  to  promote 
its  classified  space  by  a two -column  dis- 
play telling  how  Harry’s  ad  had  located 
its  man.  George  Wolver  of  Des  Moines, 
a mountie  from  1918  to  1921,  in  but  one 
day. 

Eddie  Dunn,  with  a late  start  on  “Tin 
Pan  Alley,”  decided  to  open  it  at  the 
Paramount  Wednesday  night  to  get  the 
jump  on  “NWMP,”  and  persuaded  Younkers 
tearoom  to  sponsor  a Saturday  night  “Tin 
Pan  Alley”  dinner  dance  with  old  songs 
being  featured.  He  also  saw  to  it  that 
some  1,500  Des  Moines  men  received  mys- 
terious cards  from  “Sarah”  in  New  York, 
telling  them  what  a great  picture  is  “Tin 
Pan  Alley”  (but  without  day  and  date  info, 
much  to  somebody’s  chagrin) . 

No,  Eddie  wasn’t  feeling  bad  when  last 
heard  from  . . . but  he  didn’t  know  then 
that  Holdsberg  was  going  to  blast  loose 
on  opening  day  with  a blazing  red  special 
front  on  his  house  and  a stockaded  box- 
office. 


In  Warner  Sales  Shift — 

In  a shift  that  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  Warner  sales  head,  said  was  brought  on 
by  plans  for  operating  under  the  new  consent  decree.  Art  Anderson, 
branch  manager  in  Des  Moines,  moves  up  to  head  the  Minneapolis  ex- 
change. C.  K.  Olson,  Minneapolis  manager,  will  take  over  the  reins  of 
the  Omaha  branch.  Sidney  Rose  goes  from  the  Omaha  helm  to  manage 
the  Chicago  branch,  and  Elmer  Tilton,  who  resigned  as  Des  Moines 
manager  to  enter  business  for  himself,  returns  to  Warner  at  the  head  of 
that  exchange. 
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(Continued  from  page  49) 
dia,  Kas.,  has  been  taken  over  and  re- 
opened by  C.  E.  McKimson. 

It  was  “old  home  week”  for  the  Ed 
Dubinsky  Durwoods  at  the  Harvard-Yale 
football  game,  New  Haven,  November  23. 
Ed,  who  heads  the  Dubinsky  Brothers 
group  of  theatres,  and  Mrs.  Durwood  at- 
tended the  game  with  their  daughter  Mar- 
jorie, who  is  a student  at  Skidmore,  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.  Stanley,  their  son,  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Harvard  football  team  . . . Floyd 
Hill  is  improving  his  theatre  at  Drexel, 
Mo.,  with  the  installation  of  a new  heat- 
ing system,  low  intensity  arc  lamps,  etc. 
Hill  has  been  operating  in  Drexel  six  years. 

Hazel  Kirkbride  is  well  again  after  a “va- 
cation” in  the  hospital  . . . Ray  Higdon  was 
in  Dallas  . . . C.  E.  “Doc”  Cook  was  in  from 
the  Tivoli,  Maryville,  Mo.  . . . Ted  Davis 
is  going  to  open  his  subsequent  run  West 
in  Parsons,  Kas.,  December  1.  The  400- 
seat  theatre  will  have  a 10  and  15-cent 
policy. 

Who’s  the  mysterious  stranger  who  has 
been  getting  John  Kane  and  Is  Daynosky, 
Universal  bookers,  out  of  bed  late  at  night? 

. . . Evelyn  Brady,  who  used  to  work  for 
Columbia  in  Hollywood,  has  joined  the 
cashiering  department  of  that  company 
here  . . . Marie  Campbell  McLatchey  is 
back  on  the  job  at  Columbia  temporarily 
. . . Douglas  Pratt,  auditor,  is  in  town  . . . 
Carl  Shalit,  Columbia  district  manager, 
was  in  town. 

National  Theatre  Supply  has  sold  a new 
screen,  lamps  with  rectifiers  and  projec- 
tion to  Ted  Davis  for  his  new  West  at 
Parsons,  Kas.  The  company  has  also  sold 
a new  screen  to  Glen  Klock,  Klock,  Neo- 
desha,  Kas.,  aiid  to  Robert  Martin,  Cozy, 
Chetopah,  Kas.  The  New,  operated  by 
Harold  Gibbons  at  Wichita,  has  been  out- 
fitted with  a new  screen. 

Add  visitors;  M.  B.  Presley,  new  Globe, 
Savannah,  Mo.;  H.  P.  Strowig,  Plaza,  Abi- 
lene, Kas.;  Mrs.  Ada  McClintock,  sister 
of  Bill  Parsons  of  the  Aladdin,  and  cash- 
ier at  the  house  for  years,  died  November 
25  of  a cerebral  hemorrhage.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  here  November  27;  burial 
was  in  Joplin,  Mo. 

Hazel  Kirkbride,  secretary  to  H.  J.  Grif- 
fith of  H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres,  Inc.,  re- 
signed last  week  to  become  secretary  to 
W.  E.  Gregory  of  Altec  Service  Corp.  here. 
She  succeeds  May  Dickinson,  who  is  being 
transferred  to  the  Dallas  office.  Sally  Law 
replaces  Miss  Kirkbride  at  the  Griffith 
offices  . . . Joe  Stark,  Paramount  salesman 
from  Wichita,  and  Mrs.  Stark,  came  up 
for  the  Charity  Ball  a week  ago  and  stayed 
uhth  the  Bev  Millers.  After  sleeping  on  the 
Millers’  daybed,  Stark’s  comment  was  that 
“If  I sleep  on  it  four  nights,  do  I get  a 
set  of  dishes?” 

Donita  Gibbons  is  the  name  of  the  sec- 
retary to  Rube  Melcher  at  Popper’s  Supply 
Co.  . . . One  comment  on  the  Charity  Ball: 
It  was  the  “best  dressed  one  we’ve  ever 
had.  More  women  in  evening  clothes,  more 
men  in  tuxedoes  attended.”  Besides  that, 
everyone  had  a good  time  ...  A dinner 
was  given  by  Universal  for  William  Scully 
at  the  Hotel  Muehlebach  November  27. 
All  employes  and  officials  of  the  local 
exchange  attended,  including  Joe  Garri- 
son, district  manager,  who  acted  as  toast- 
master, and  G.  C.  Parsons,  branch  mana- 
ger. 


New  Vogue  Theatre  Makes 
Debut  in  Lee's  Summit 


Lee’s  Summit,  Mo. — The  new  Vogue  has 
been  opened  here  by  George  Harttmann, 
Sam  Abend  and  Earl  Johnson.  The  house, 
with  a lounge  room  that  contains  a dance 
floor,  was  designed  and  built  by  Larry 
Larsen. 

Attending  the  opening  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  F.  Withers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Scott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Schultz,  Pinton 
Jones,  Arthur  Cole  and  Joe  Manfre,  Gus 
Kubitzki,  Frank  Norris,  Bud  Shumow, 
Larry  Biechele,  Larsen  and  his  two  sons. 
Jack  Gregory  and  Joe  Lysowsky,  Walt 
Shreve  and  L.  J.  Kimbriel. 


Bert  Edwards  to  Handle 
Select's  Distribution 

Kansas  City — Bert  Edwards  has  taken 
over  local  distribution  for  Select  Attrac- 
tions. The  company’s  lineup  will  include 
from  10  to  12  pictures  a year.  Local  of- 
fices are  at  1820  Wyandotte.  Charles 
Kranz,  president  of  the  company,  was  here 
recently  to  complete  the  setup.  Edwards 
will  cover  western  Missouri  and  Kansas. 


Sutherland  on  "Rhapsody" 

Hollywood  — Sidney  Sutherland  will 
script  “Rhapsody  in  Stripes”  for  Producer 
Ken  Goldsmith  at  Universal. 


Skouras  on  Mission 
For  Native  Greece 


Kansas  City — Spyros  Skouras,  National 
Theatres  president,  was  in  Kansas  City 
Tuesday  on  an  important  mission  for  his 
native  Greece — the  raising  of  funds  which 
it  is  hoped  will  help  the  brave  little  coun- 
try continue  its  remarkable  resistance  to 
Italy. 

As  executive  manager  of  the  National 
Greek  War  Relief  Ass’n,  Skouras  met  with 
local  leaders  of  the  drive.  A goal  of  $132,- 
000  for  Missouri  and  Kansas,  exclusive  of 
St.  Louis,  was  set.  Part  of  this  will  be 
raised  here  by  a tag  day. 

Skouras  was  accompanied  by  John  Healy, 
his  secretary,  and  H.  C.  Cox,  National 
Theatres’  treasurer. 


Lease  St.  John 

Kansas  City — The  Commonwealth  cir- 
cuit has  taken  over  the  lease  on  the  St. 
John  here.  The  suburban  run  house  was 
closed  last  week  by  Ed  Rolsky,  operator. 


Robert  Hunt  Scripting 

Hollywood — Robert  Hunt  is  scripting 
Warner’s  “Captain  Ulysses  Smith”  from  a 
story  by  Robert  Presnell. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone;  Victor  8796 


Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est  Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 
1820  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  HA.  7473 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

VCansas  City.  Mo.  Okla 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kaa. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


HOTELS 

HOTEL  MONROE 

MAIN  AT  19TH  ST.' 

Two  Blocks  From  Filmrow 
Completely  Renovated  . . Fire- 
Proof  . . Innerspring  Mattresses 
and  Only  1.50  with  Bath  . . . 
$1.00  Without 
CLEAN  AND  FRIENDLY 
Weekly  Rates 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassal,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 

FILM  LABORATORIES 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 
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gEN  FRIEDMAN,  independent  circuit  op- 
erator, is  a lucky  guy.  Before  the  start 
of  the  current  football  season  he  took  a 
long  shot  and  at  odds  of  one  to  10  wagered 
that  Minnesota  would  go  through  unde- 
feated. He  put  up  $50  against  $500  and, 
considering  the  almost  suicidal  schedule 
confronting  the  Gophers,  it  looked  like 
tossing  the  $50  out  of  the  window.  But 
Ben  collected  this  week. 

Some  of  the  successful  football  bettors 
and  pickers  of  other  seasons  among  the 
film  contingent  here  didn’t  do  so  well  this 
fall.  Bennie  Berger,  who  used  to  have  a 
seemingly  uncanny  faculty  of  naming  the 
winners,  fell  down  badly  on  the  job.  His 
wroiig  guesses  cost  him  a pretty  penny 
which,  however,  he  more  than  made  up 
by  putting  his  coin  on  President  F.  D. 
Roosevelt  in  the  recent  national  election 
. . . Sol  G.  Lebedoff,  supposedly  one  of 
the  trade’s  outstanding  students  of  foot- 
ball, and  hitherto  almost  an  oracle  in 
predicting  the  outcome  of  games  through- 
out the  country,  was  far  off  throughout 
much  of  the  season.  He  even  confidently 
prophesied  a Northwestern  victory  over 
Michigan. 

Quite  a gang  followed  the  Minnesota 
team  to  Madison,  Wis.,  to  see  the  Gophers 
cinch  a claim  to  the  national  champion- 
ship by  licking  the  Badgers  and  complet- 
ing their  season  undefeated  and  untied. 
Those  who  sat  in  on  the  final  victory  in- 
cluded Abe  A.  Kaplan,  Bess  Crane,  Ar- 
nold Crane,  Harold  Kaplan,  Eddie  Ruben, 
Harold  Field,  Ben  Blotcky,  LeRoy  Smith, 
Lowell  Kaplan,  Charlie  Rubenstein  and 
Sam  Zuckman  . . . Irving  Gillman,  Es- 
quire owner,  isn’t  likely  to  try  to  ride 
his  small  son’s  bicycle  any  more.  He  did 
it  the  other  night  and  his  knees  still 
carry  the  bruises  . . . Harry  Dickerman,  in- 
dependent circuit  operator,  getting  ready 
for  a Florida  vacation.  He’ll  be  accom- 
panied by  the  wife.  Florida  also  is  beck- 
oning to  W.  A.  Steffes. 

The  Twin  City  Variety  Club  has  sched- 
uled its  annual  turkey  raffle  for  Decem- 
ber 7 in  the  clubrooms.  Bill  Elson  is  in 
charge  of  the  affair  and  several  dozens  of 
the  birds  will  be  given  away  to  the  hold- 
ers of  lucky  numbers  . . . Charlie  Weiner, 
independent  distributor,  back  from  New 
York  where  he  completed  a number  of 
important  product  and  picture  deals.  He 
Jiow  distributes  Astor,  Select  and  Pro- 
ducers’ Releasing  Corp.  pictures  in  this 
territory  . . . Gilbert  Nathanson,  Republic 
branch  manager,  was  among  those  pres- 
ent at  his  company’s  sales  meeting  in 
Chicago  and  he’s  chortling  about  “Melody 
Ranch’’  and  the  “Barnyard  Follies,”  im- 
pending releases.  To  all  and  sundry  he 
informs  that  “Melody  Ranch”  is  the  first 
Gene  Autry  picture  to  be  given  preferred 
playing  time  by  all  the  major  circuits. 

If  you  want  the  lowdown  on  next  sea- 
son’s Minnesota  football  team,  see  Sol 
Torodor,  St.  Paul  exhibitor.  He’s  a friend 
of  one  of  the  assistant  coaches  and  he 
has  1941  sized  up  . . . Cyril  Lebedoff, 
former  local  indep>endent  exhibitor  and 
now  with  National  Screen  in  Kansas  City, 
back  briefly,  says  Christmas  trailer  sales 
are  terrific  . . . Joe  Floyd,  manager  of 
the  Hollywood  Theatre,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D., 
in  town,  almost  fully  recovered  from  his 
nervous  breakdown. 

Ben  Friedman  and  his  wife  off  to  Kan- 
sas City  to  visit  their  married  daughter 
. . . C.  E.  Charles,  branch  manager  of  Ross 
Federal  Checkers,  checking  his  diet  care- 


fully now  because  of  a stomach  ailment 
. . . Helen  Johnson  of  Pantages  prac- 
tically finished  with  her  Christmas  shop- 
ping . . . Warner  is  reissuing  “Here  Comes 
the  Navy”  . . . John  Petchalanas,  State 
treasurer,  proud  owner  of  a new  colt  which 
he  has  iiamed  Maggie  . . . Bill  Scholl, 
RKO  exploiteer,  seen  sleigh  riding  with 
Topsy,  one  of  his  very  good  friends. 

Ben  Spewack  closed  his  Tyrol  Hills  home 
after  a Thanksgiving  banquet  and  gave 
his  entire  household  staff  a vacation  with 
pay  until  Christmas.  He’ll  be  in  Galves- 
ton pending  the  start  of  the  Miami  sea- 
son . . . Tonuny  Charack  advises  from 
Hollywood  that  story  differences  at  War- 
ner Bros,  have  been  patched  up  and 
“Francis  Drake”  is  back  in  production. 
Latest  decision  is  to  have  it  in  Techni- 
color . . . Eddie  Swanson,  manager  of  the 
Metro,  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  booked  a large 
floor  show  for  the  Elks  Club  doings  there 
and  had  “Randy”  Merriman,  former  Min- 
nesota Theatre  house  manager,  as  master 
of  ceremonies. 

Sam  Zuckman’ s Mound  Theatre  is  in  a 
hotbed  of  football  enthusiasts  arid  the 
genial  exhibitor  claims  that  the  big  Go- 
pher season  has  cut  deeply  into  his  busi- 
ness . . . Bess  Crane,  trim  young  secre- 


J^R.  AND  MRS.  E.  V.  DELANEY  of  the 
Lyric,  Marcus,  la.,  sent  a dandy  an- 
nouncement of  the  world  premiere  of  an 
added  attraction,  Jean  Ann  Delaney,  born 
October  22.  And  what  a girl.  She  weighed 
nine  pounds,  six  and  one-half  ounces. 
The  announcement  shows  the  details  being 
flashed  on  a screen  . . . Gus  Harms  went 
out  of  his  way  to  telephone  about  the  new 
Booth  baby.  Thanks,  Gus. 

Joyce  Anderson,  United  Artists,  says  it’s 
her  wedding  anniversary  she  recently  cele- 
brated, not  her  birthday  . . . Bob  Ballan- 
tyne  was  in  Oklahoma  on  business  . . . 
Gus  Kopald  of  Columbia  has  recovered 
enough  to  have  part  of  the  cast  taken  off, 
for  which  we  are  all  thankful  . . . Cecelia 
Matousek  is  the  new  hello  girl  at  Para- 
mount, replacing  Betty  Longsdorf. 

Arnold  Meierdierk  is  the  new  exhibitor 
at  Pender,  Neb.  He  took  over  Bert  Thack- 
er’s theatre,  which  had  been  operated  by 
Buzz  Thacker.  Buzz  is  now  in  California. 
The  new  exhibitor  at  Pender  is  also  an 
implement  dealer,  our  scouts  tell  us  . . . 
Regina  Molseed,  RKO  booker,  has  been 
doing  a lot  of  extra  work  on  charity  trail- 
ers and  Mrs.  Joe  Jacobs,  wife  of  the  Co- 
lumbia boss,  has  been  doing  volunteer  work 
for  Christmas  Seals.  A big  bouquet  to  both! 

Max  McCoy,  a direct  descendant  of  the 
Real  McCoy,  is  the  new  shipper  at  Para- 
mount. Roy  Breckenmaker  was  forced  to 
quit  due  to  illness  . . . Street  corner  con- 
versational group:  Iz  Weiner  and  Erie 
Kirk  of  the  North  Star  . . . On  another 
corner,  Mike  Roth  and  Faye  Honey,  ex- 
hibitor at  Tecumseh.  The  former  in  ex- 
citement, the  other  in  a new  suit  . . . 
Martinas  Biemond,  Ord,  Neb.,  was  on  Dav- 
enport Street. 

Sol  Slomenski,  Loup  City,  Neb.,  is  a 
proud  father,  but  he  hasn’t  sent  Box- 
office  any  cigars  yet.  It’s  a girl,  a sister 
for  Sol’s  son  , . . Mel  Smith  will  have 
opened  his  new  theatre  at  Akron,  la.,  by 


tary  to  Eddie  Ruben,  has  taken  up  bowl- 
ing and  cuts  a pretty  figure  on  the  alleys 
. . . Combo  little  theatre,  legitimate,  reper- 
tory, and  cocktail  lounge  will  open  on  the 
site  of  the  old  Paradise  night  club.  Group 
is  the  same  that  operated  at  the  Old  Log 
Cabin,  Excelsior,  the  past  summer  . . . Abe 
Gill,  Dakota  county  exhibitor,  given  North- 
west franchise  as  distributor  for  new  win- 
dow card  novelty,  an  item  proving  very 
popular  hereabouts  . . . B.  Zeeman,  Co- 
lumbia home  office  representative,  here 
with  Phil  Dunas,  district  manager. 

Maj.  L.  E.  Thompson,  general  chairman 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Campaign 
Committee  for  the  American  Red  Cross, 
commended  Eph  Rosen,  Monogram  branch 
manager,  for  the  latter’s  work  in  the  drive 
in  this  territory.  In  a letter  to  Eddie 
Golden,  Thompson  wrote:  “Without  the 
experience,  good  judgment  and  tireless  ef- 
fort of  Eph  Rosen  in  organizing  the  drive 
locally,  supervising  the  booking  of  prints 
of  the  450-foot  special  film  and  handling 
the  physical  distribution  of  the  subject, 
the  amazing  results  achieved  in  this  ter- 
ritory would  have  been  impossible.”  Rosen 
took  care  of  425  theatre  accounts. 

R.  C.  LiBeau,  Paramount  district  man- 
ager, a visitor  . . . Eva  Katzman,  secretary 
to  Moe  Levy,  20th-Fox  district  manager,  in 
Abbott  Hospital  suffering  from  a throat 
infection  and  her  many  friends  are  hoping 
for  a speedy  recovery. 


the  time  this  column  hits  your  desk.  Mel 
and  his  wife  named  the  theatre  the  Norka, 
the  town’s  name  in  reverse  . . . Hy  Hollan- 
der of  Schleswig,  la.,  and  Prank  Good, 
Red  Oak,  la.,  a couple  of  Pilmi'ow  visitors. 

Hazel  Petty  is  the  new  cashier  at  United 
Artists.  She’s  taking  the  place  of  Harriet 
Wolsky,  who  will  be  married  in  January 
. . . Don  McLucas  is  back  from  Des  Moines 
...  A long  list  of  visitors  in  town  on  a 
warm  Monday  including:  R.  V.  Fletcher, 
Hartington,  Neb.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Noff- 
singer,  Madison,  Neb.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred 
Shuler,  Humboldt,  Neb.;  Bob  Livingston, 
Lincoln;  Allen  Banks,  Remsen,  la. 

Orville  Rennie,  now  with  a radio  sta- 
tion in  Hastings  and  formerly  theatre 
manager  there,  was  in  Omaha  and  tele- 
phoned Boxoffice  that  things  are  getting 
along  fine  . . . Pinky  Mcllvaine  of  the 
Brandeis  has  been  picking  some  football 
winners  this  year,  much  to  the  discom- 
fort of  Boxoffice.  However,  this  column 
has  been  “taking”  Lou  Egart  of  the  same 
theatre,  so  it  balances.  Out  of  one  pocket 
of  the  Brandeis  into  another. 

Ted  Emerson’s  daughter  called  her  moth- 
er long  distance  from  Colorado  as  a birth- 
day present,  which  made  everyone  happy 
. . . Local  bigwigs  are  trying  for  another 
world  premiere  like  “Boys  Town”  and 
“Union  Pacific.”  This  time  it’s  “Western 
Union,”  since  most  of  that  company’s  line 
was  built  by  an  Omahan  who  endowed 
Creighton  University  here  . . . Plans  to 
open  the  long-dark  Paramount  for  “The 
Great  Dictator”  have  cooled,  we’re  told. 

Usual  after-election  uplift  of  business 
has  not  shown  up  so  far,  exhibitors  de- 
clare . . . There  has  been  very  little  talk 
about  the  consent  decree  on  Pilmrow  so 
far  . . . Many  independent  exhibitors  are 
wondering  if  there  will  be  an  exhibitors’ 
organization  in  the  Nebraska-Iowa  district 
in  the  future  ...  As  Joe  Smith  says,  see 
ya  in  camp! 
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....AW,  SHUCKS!. 

.=  From  the  Tall  Corn— By  KEN  and  RENE  CLAYTON 


Blank  Theatres  File 
Articles  in  Nebraska 


POET  AND  THE  PHEASANT 

Joe’s  not  any  ancient  mariner; 

He  stops  more  than  one  in  three. 

Joe’s  our  salty  Vitagraph  booker; 

An  Ancher,  not  becalmed,  but  at  sea. 

Joe’s  bird  is  not  any  albatross, 

It’s  a pheasant,  i)rig:ht-colored  and  «:a.v; 
And  it  didn’t  ffive  Joe  any  story — 

It  left  him  with  NOTHING  to  say. 

Joe  ordered  a ijame  bird  this  season. 

None  laden  with  lead  noiild  do; 

It  must  be  untickled  1)3'  birdshot, 

He  told  liartlett — the  fella  named  l>ou. 

hou  set  his  Titonka  snares  carefulO', 
Traj>i)ed  a bird  nith  nary  a scratch; 

Its  skin  was  unmarked  1)3  a pellet, 

Its  feathers  as  smooth  as  Lee’s  thatch. 

He  sent  it  t(>  Joe  on  a film  truck. 

Alive,  and  scpiawking:,  and  gay. 

Ihit  to  it  he  fastene<I  another, 

’Twas  dead,  ’twas  riddled,  ’twas  g:ra3. 


The  Marion  Theatre  Corp.,  new  owner 
of  the  Garden  at  Marion,  has  closed  the 
house  and  is  in  the  midst  of  a $20,000  re- 
modeling program.  Ed  Lorenz  of  Des 
Moines,  co-owner  and  manager  of  the 
house,  says  the  new  management  plans 
to  reopened  the  house  early  in  December 
with  a seven-day  operating  schedule  in- 
stead of  the  three-day  weekly  basis  of  the 
past. 


Walter  F.  Budd,  editor  of  the  Anita 
Tribune  and  widely  known  in  the  film 
business  as  an  operator  of  the  Rialto  The- 
atre at  Anita,  died  at  his  home  in  Anita 


Sees  Relurn  to  Pure 
Enlerlainment  Films 


Des  Moines — There’s  going  to  be  less 
of  Hedy  Lamarr  and  more  of  Judy  Gar- 
land in  motion  pictures,  G.  Ralph  Bran- 
ton,  general  manager  of  Tri-States  Thea- 
tres, predicted  last  week.  Branton  had 
just  returned  from  California  where  he 
represented  midwest  exhibitors  in  confer- 
ences with  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Paramount  and  in  charge  of  pro- 
duction. 

There  will  be  less  dialogue  and  fewer 
parlor  dramas,  said  Branton.  There  will 
be  more  outdoor  sets,  more  big  casts.  As 
the  typical  “pictures  of  the  future’’  he 
listed  “Boom  ’Town,”  “San  Francisco”  and 
“North  West  Mounted  Police.” 

American  girls  will  become  more  im- 
portant than  ever,  he  predicted,  contend- 
ing actors  and  actresses  with  foreign  ac- 
cents would  be  relegated  to  character 
parts.  Only  rarely  will  the  story  material 
deal  with  current  events,  he  believes, 
with  most  pictures  providing  pure  enter- 
tainment as  an  escape  from  a troubled 
world. 

The  Tri-States  manager  reported  that 
exhibitors  had  suggested  a picture  about 
forest  rangers,  in  Technicolor,  which  Para- 
mount will  make.  Branton’s  suggestion 
was  an  all-Negro  musical  in  Technicolor, 
and  he  reported  Paramount  will  make  that 
one,  too. 


Monday  from  a heart  attack.  The  Rialto 
recently  was  rumored  sold  to  RKO. 


It  couldn’t  happen  any  more  often  if 
our  feet  were  smaller  and  our  mouth 
larger  ...  we  mean  the  number  of  times 
we  open  our  mouth  and  plunk  our  foot  in 
it  ...  at  least,  that’s  how  Ed  Mason 
of  the  Osage  in  Osage  makes  us  feel 
(sniffle,  sniffle). 


Practically  to  our  face  Ed  calls  us  a 
“gloriously,  garbled  jane.”  He  admits 
grudgingly  that  we  were  right  about  the 
Mitchell  County  sheriff,  but  he  trys  to 
belittle  by  saying  that  we  were  just  barely 
right,  since  the  guy  was  elected  by  only 
three  13)  votes. 


Ed  continues  by  denying  that  he  ever 
promised  anyone  on  the  Row  even  one 
duck,  and  says  that  he  never  goes  hunt- 
ing and  doesn’t  even  own  a shotgun,  and 
that  all  he  does  is  go  boat  riding  and  do 
a little  bit  of  fishing. 


Ed  admits  that  he  did  promise  Lou  Levy 
a pheasant,  but  didn’t  deliver  because  he 
failed  to  get  even  one  feather  for  his  own 
starving  family.  My,  my,  Ed,  even  this 
gloriously  garbled  jane  would  know  bet- 
ter’n  to  go  hunting  without  a shotgun — 
you  say  you  don’t  own  one — and  if  she 
were  conceited  enough  to  go  pheasant 
hunting  with  a rifle,  you  can  bet  your  bot- 
tom dollar,  she’d  be  crack  shot  enough  to 
bring  home  the  bird. 


And  now,  Ed.  you  not  only  still  owe 
Lou  a pheasant,  but  you  oughta  think  you 
owe  this  G.  G.  J.  one  too  as  an  apology. 
You  see,  she’s  only  one-half  of  the  by- 
line at  the  top  of  this  column  and  the 
Ken-half  iwho  lived  in  Osage  when  he 
was  a little  feller)  was  responsible  for 
getting  the  ducks  mixed  up  with  the  pheas- 
ant you  missed! 


Lincoln — Blank  Theatres,  Inc.,  filed  ar- 
ticles of  incorporation  in  Nebraska  last 
week,  listing  capitalization  as  $10,000 
(1,000  shares  at  $10  par),  and  notified 
of  intention  to  buy,  lease  and  otherwise 
operate  theatres. 

Incorporators  were  Ralph  Blank  and  V. 
Gerhard. 

Blank,  former  Nebraska  district  manager 
for  Central  States  Theatres,  is  a nephew 
of  A.  H.  Blank,  whose  Tri-States  group 
is  Paramount’s  partner  in  Iowa,  Nebraska 
and  Illinois.  Whether  this  new  company 
will  share  in  the  buying  power  of  the  two 
other  Blank  influenced  circuits,  Tri-States 
and  Central  States,  is  not  known  at  this 
time. 

Young  Blank  has  been  out  of  Nebraska 
and  Iowa  show  business  for  more  than  a 
year,  after  his  resignation  from  CST.  He 
went  to  the  coast  and  dabbled  in  produc- 
tion for  awhile. 

It  is  understood  one  Iowa  situation  al- 
ready is  in  the  hands  of  Blank  Theatres, 
Inc.,  but  other  plans  are  unknown.  Home 
office  is  listed  as  Omaha,  where  the  dis- 
trict headquarters  of  Tri-States  is  located. 


HSS  to  Serve  Omaha  Area 
Directly  Out  oi  Omaha 

Des  Moines — Lou  Patz,  National  Screen 
manager,  announces  facilities  for  serving 
Omaha  territory  directly  out  of  Omaha, 
rather  than  from  the  Des  Moines  office 
as  previously,  are  being  set  up  there. 

Preparations  will  be  completed  within 
ten  days,  and  the  new  setup  will  begin 
operations  under  Max  Rosenblatt  who  re- 
cently succeeded  Mike  Roth. 


Monogram  Sets  Raison 

Hollywood — Monogram  has  set  Milton 
Raison  to  script  “Tumbledown  Ranch  in 
Arizona”  for  Producer  George  Weeks. 


All  these  and  then  some  were  in  town 
November  25  for  the  screening  of  “Ari- 
zona” at  the  Orpheum:  Leonard  Kaplan, 
Iowa,  at  Iowa  City;  Charles  Brown.  Strand, 
at  Iowa  City:  Ray  Lumsden,  Pastime,  at 
Iowa  City;  Nate  Rosenthal,  Waterloo:  Wes 
Mansfield.  Tama;  Henry  Rehfield.  Iowa, 
at  Bloomfield:  Doc  Twedt,  Lido,  at  Manly; 
Alice  Johnson,  Oriental,  at  Bonanarte; 
the  Petersons  of  Hampton;  the  P.  D.  Co- 
tas of  the  Town  and  Cota  in  Waukon;  Bill 
Middleton,  Rex,  in  Iowa  Palls,  and  the 
C.  J.  Jamiesons,  Amuzu,  at  Muscatine. 


The  Robert  M.  Johnson  building  at  New- 
ton is  being  remodeled  as  a theatre  to  be 
operated  by  Johnson  in  conjunction  with 
his  adjoining  Iowa.  The  structure  now  un- 
dergoing revision  formerly  housed  a sand- 
wich shop.  It  is  expected  to  be  ready  for 
the  film  fans  in  February. 


Confidence  of  patrons  and  theatre  em- 
ployes in  film  realism  gave  flames  a head 
start  on  firemen  at  Central  States’  Rialto 
Theatre  in  Boone,  la.,  Sunday.  Many  of 
the  175  customers  and  the  operator  saw 
flames  licking  the  edge  of  the  screen,  but 
thought  it  a part  of  the  motion  picture 


for  some  seconds.  The  fire,  of  undeter- 
mined origin,  caused  an  estimated  $3,000 
damage  to  the  screen,  sound  equipment 
and  stage.  The  loss  was  covered  by  in- 
surance. Temporary  equipment  was  in- 
stalled to  permit  continuation  of  the  regu- 
lar program  Sunday  night. 


I STOPPED  IN  “THE  ALCOVE' 
BETWEEN  4 AND  6-AND 
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From  All  Corners 
Of  the  Nation-- 


PRINCESS  THEATRE 


WAUSEON,  OHIO 


Sept.  18.  1940 


BOXOFFICE: 

Relative  to  our  recent  ad  in  BOXOFFICE:  To 
date,  within  the  first  week  after  publication,  we 
have  received  109  answers  to  this  ad.  the  replies 
coming  from  Massachusetts  to  Washington,  from 
Minnesota  and  Montana  to  Texas. 

The  response  was  almost  unbelievable.  Cer- 
tainly I could  think  of  no  other  medium  that  might 
return  such  a result. 


P.  R.  TOUNEY 


Whatever  You  Have  to 


BUY  — SELL  — TRADE 


For  Best  Results  Use  the 


Section  of 
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Investigate  Collapse 
Of  Alvin's  Ceiling 


Pittsburgh — Cause  of  the  collapse  of  a 
section  of  the  Harris  Alvin  ceiling,  with 
resultant  injuries  to  four  patrons,  is  as  yet 
undetermined.  George  E.  A.  Fairley,  di- 
rector of  public  safety,  announces  an  of- 
ficial investigation  is  now  under  way  and 
a full  report  will  be  issued  on  its  com- 
pletion. 

The  theatre,  dark  and  in  ruins,  last 
week  looked  like  a picture  of  a London 
scene  after  a Nazi  bombing.  A mass 
tragedy  was  miraculously  averted  on  No- 
vember 14  when  the  theatre’s  high-ceil- 
inged  roof  crashed  over  17  rows  of  orches- 
tra seats  during  an  “off  hour.”  A few 
hours  later  the  seats  might  have  been 
occupied.  Around  200  patrons  were  in 
the  house  when  tons  of  rafters,  bricks  and 
plaster  crashed  “like  the  thunder  of 
bombs”  into  the  auditorium  during  the 
showing  of  a newsreel. 

Warning  Prevents  Tragedy 

Only  the  advance  warning  of  falling 
drops  of  water  and  bits  of  plaster  saved 
scores  from  death  or  serious  injury.  Pa- 
trons seated  in  the  front  rows  took  refuge 
under  the  balcony  with  few  of  them  fear- 
ing any  actual  danger,  and  those  seated 
in  the  balcony  had  joined  them  there  on 
the  main  floor.  The  lighting  system  was 
destroyed  in  the  “cave-in”  and  Don  Ack- 
ard,  projectionist,  prevented  a possible 
panic  by  throwing  spotlights  into  the  audi- 
torium. Firemen,  ambulances  and  police 
cars  rushed  to  the  scene  in  the  emergency 
and  there  was  great  relief  several  hours 
later  when  a thorough  checkup  of  the 
wreckage  and  debris  revealed  there  were 
no  fatalities. 

Some  city  officials  were  inclined  to 
blame  termites  for  the  collapse  of  the  roof 
which  was  supported  only  by  wooden 
trusses  or  beams.  Others  said  it  was 
caused  by  “dry  rot.” 

The  Alvin,  built  in  1891,  was  a noted 
legitimate  theatre  for  40  years.  Five  years 
ago  it  was  leased  to  the  Harris  circuit  as  a 
first-run  theatre  and  at  the  time  was  ex- 
tensively remodeled. 

The  Alvin  property  is  owned  by  Har- 
vard University.  It  will  be  re-roofed  and 
generally  renovated  as  quickly  as  possible, 
according  to  E.  U.  Snaman,  agent  for  the 
University.  He  says  a steel  roof  will  be 
installed  and  that  the  house  may  be  ready 
for  reopening  within  60  days.  He  blamed 
the  near  disaster  on  dry  rot. 

William  Zeilor,  Alvin  manager,  has  been 
moved  to  the  Harris  Senator,  where  prod- 
uct originally  scheduled  for  the  Alvin  is 
now  playing.  John  Hooley,  Senator  man- 
ager, is  acting  as  a relief  manager  on  the 
Harris  circuit. 


Says  Cincy  Independents 
Deplore  Consent  Decree 

Cincinnati — Andy  Niedenthal,  indepen- 
dent exhibitor  prominent  in  the  local  ITO, 
says  that  practically  all  independents  in 
the  Cincinnati  area  deplore  the  consent 
decree,  and  would  have  preferred  to  see 
the  Neely  bill  enacted.  Niedenthal  holds 
that  Cincinnati  had  a good  setup  and  that 
local  exhibitors  could  see  no  benefit  to 
them  in  the  consent  agreement  recently 
concluded. 

(Consent  decree  text  begins  on  page  17 
in  this  issue). 


r,  • — 

Cooperate  With  the 
Xmas  Seal  Campaign 

Pittsburgh — AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.  urges 
all  theatres  to  cooperate  in  the  annual 
Christmas  Seal  campaign  by  showing  of- 
ficial trailers  and  displaying  posters. 
The  Christmas  Seal  funds  are  used  to 
stamp  out  tuberculosis. 

In  Allegheny  county  the  drive  is  con- 
ducted by  the  Tuberculosis  League  of 
Pittsburgh,  with  whom  the  AMPTO  is  di- 
rectly cooperating.  Trailers  exploiting 
the  sale  of  Christmas  Seals  are  being 
distributed  by  the  exhibitor  organization. 

^ ■ ■ --■=!) 

Massillon  Showman  Fights 
Edict  Against  Game 

Massillon,  Ohio — Alden  Brinham,  man- 
ager of  the  Weslin  Theatre,  defied  police 
in  a campaign  now  in  progress  here  to 
halt  all  kinds  of  gambling.  He  opposed 
the  edict  against  Bank  Night  which  scheme 
has  been  promoted  weekly  here  for  several 
months,  by  proceeding  with  the  customary 
drawing  despite  the  presence  of  police  in 
the  theatre. 

The  officers  departed  when  the  person 
whose  name  was  drawn  failed  to  claim  the 
award.  The  officers  said  they  intended 
to  charge  Brinham  and  Clayton  Howard, 
his  assistant,  with  operating  a game  of 
chance. 

The  city  has  no  ordinance  dealing  di- 
rectly with  Bank  Night  or  other  schemes 
used  by  theatres  to  stimulate  attendance, 
it  was  revealed. 


A Proposed  Licensing 
Ordinance  Withdrawn 

Pittsburgh — The  proposed  motion  pic- 
ture licensing  ordinance  was  withdrawn 
last  week  by  L.  J.  Katz,  lATSE  representa- 
tive, and  the  public  hearing  scheduled  on 
it  was  cancelled.  Ten  important  groups, 
representing  thousands  of  persons,  had 
arranged  to  oppose  the  film  bill  when  Katz 
announced  he  and  his  union  were  with- 
drawing the  proposal. 

lATSE  and  AMPTO  representatives  are 
said  to  have  clashed  over  the  ordinance, 
which  would  have  prohibited  the  showing 
of  amateur  films  before  an  audience  out- 
side of  the  home  of  the  amateur  photog- 
rapher-projectionist. 

The  Pittsburgh  Press  pointed  out  that 
“beneath  its  seemingly  innocent  language, 
this  is  one  of  the  most  vicious  and  far- 
reaching  pieces  of  legislation  ever  intro- 
duced in  city  council.” 


Exempt  From  Dues 

Canton,  Ohio — Members  who  enlist  or 
are  conscripted  into  military  service  will 
not  be  required  to  pay  dues  during  the 
period  of  enrolled  service,  Charles  W. 
Weeks,  secretary  and  business  agent.  Can- 
ton Federation  of  Musicians,  Local  111,  an- 
nounced. 


Schine  Lease  Renewed 

Wooster,  Ohio — Schine  Theatrical  En- 
terprises, operating  a theatre  in  the  mu- 
nicipally owned  opera  house  here,  has  been 
permitted  to  renew  its  lease  for  another 
hve  year  period,  city  council  has  revealed. 
Annual  rental  has  been  fixed  at  $2,000. 


Theatres  May  Close 
A Day  Before  Xmas 


Detroit — A movement  to  close  all  thea- 
tres the  day  before  Christmas  has  been 
started  here  by  Cooperative  Theatres  of 
Michigan,  and  has  already  met  with  such 
overwhelming  success  that  it  may  shortly 
be  taken  up  by  theatres  elsewhere  and  be- 
come a national  move,  in  the  opinion  of 
experienced  industry  observers. 

A quiet  poll  was  taken  of  nearly  200 
theatres  in  Detroit — members  and  non- 
members alike — by  Cooperative  and  re- 
turns so  far  in  show  a vote  of  85  to  3 in 
favor  of  closing.  Four  independent  circuits 
are  in  the  majority,  and  over  half  of  the 
theatres  so  far  replying  have  agreed  to 
close  regardless  of  the  decision  taken  by 
competitors. 


John  Allen  Cincinnati 
Variety's  New  Chief 

Cincinnati — John  Allen,  city  salesman 
for  M-G-M,  was  elected  chief  barker  of 
the  Queen  City  Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  3, 
at  the  annual  election  held  at  the  club- 
rooms  here,  Monday,  November  25.  Bill 
Onie  of  Monogram  was  elected  first  as- 
sistant; William  Koegel,  second  assistant; 
Saul  Greenberg,  secretary,  and  Ralph 
Kinsler,  treasurer. 

The  directorate  for  the  new  year  in- 
cludes John  Allen,  Pete  Niland,  William 
Devanney,  Saul  Greenberg,  William  Onie, 
Ralph  Kinsler,  J.  J.  Grady,  Nat  Kaplan, 
Andy  Niedenthal,  William  Koegel  and  Wes 
Huss. 

Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  hitherto  chief 
barker,  and  Ralph  Kinsler  were  appointed 
delegates  to  the  national  convention  at 
Atlantic  City.  Allan  and  Devanney  are 
alternates.  Allan  Moritz  of  Columbia  was 
elected  national  committeeman. 

The  installation  dance  has  been  set  for 
Monday,  December  2,  at  the  clubrooms  in 
the  NetheiTand  Plaza  Hotel.  The  time  is 
7 p.  m.  and  the  price  $3.00  per  person. 


Skouras  in  Detroit  for 
Greek  War  Fund  Drive 

Detroit — Spyros  Skouras,  president  of 
National  Theatres,  which  operates  the  Fox 
here,  was  in  town  for  a few  hours  on  one 
of  his  rare  visits  to  the  Motor  City.  Occa- 
sion was  the  opening  of  the  drive  for  the 
Greek  War  Relief  Ass’n,  which  he  is  di- 
recting. 

He  was  met  at  the  airport  by  Jackson  S. 
Hurford,  manager  of  the  Fox,  and  escorted 
to  St.  Sophia’s  Church,  downtown,  where 
he  gave  a talk  before  many  local  celebri- 
ties. David  M.  Idzal,  managing  director  of 
the  Fox,  accompanied  him  on  his  Detroit 
visit,  and  flew  on  with  him  to  Chicago. 
John  Healy,  Skouras’  secretary,  is  making 
the  trip  with  him. 

Detroit  has  a population  of  18,000 
Greeks,  one  of  the  largest  colonies  in  the 
United  States.  Quota  for  the  state  has  been 
set  at  $476,000. 


Fox  Stage  Remodeled 

Detroit — Stage  of  the  Fox,  largest  local 
house,  has  been  remodeled. 
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200  Trade  Leaders 
Honor  Jack  Flynn 


Detroit — The  industry  paid  tribute 
Monday  night  to  John  E.  “Jack”  Flynn, 
M-G-M  district  manager,  who  is  moving 
his  headquarters  to  Chicago.  However  De- 
troit will  continue  to  be  under  his  super- 
vision. The  occasion  was  a testimonial 
banquet  in  the  Crystal  Ballroom  of  the 
Book  Cadillac  sponsored  by  the  Variety 
Club. 

About  200  leaders  of  the  industry  from 
Detroit  and  all  parts  of  the  east  were 
present.  John  Howard,  Paramount  man- 
ager and  chief  barker-elect,  presided  in  the 
absence  of  Harold  C.  Robinson,  chief 
barker,  who  was  out  of  the  city.  Judge 
Ira  W.  Jayne  of  circuit  court  was  toast- 
master. and  acting  Mayor  John  W.  Smith 
gave  the  official  greeting. 

Judge  Donald  Van  Zile  gave  a reminis- 
cent talk,  and  Henderson  M.  Richey, 
M-G-M  director  of  exhibitor  relations, 
spoke  on  his  years  of  association  with 
Flynn.  John  H.  Harris,  Pittsburgh,  na- 
tional chief  barker  of  Variety;  E.  M.  Saun- 
ders, M-G-M  western  sales  manager,  and 
T.  J.  Conners,  eastern  sales  manager,  also 
made  brief  talks. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general 
sales  manager,  revealed  that  Flynn  chose 
Chicago,  rather  than  the  New  York  office, 
so  that  he  could  stay  in  the  field.  He  re- 
ferred to  Flynn  as  “the  man  that  estab- 
lished 40  per  cent  pictures  in  Detroit.” 

W.  A.  Scully,  Universal  general  sales 
manager,  spoke  of  the  years  he  worked 
under  Flynn.  Ted  O’Shea,  M-G-M  east- 
ern executive,  presented  a scroll  to  Flynn 
from  Buffalo  Variety. 

John  Howard  then  presented  Flynn  with 
a silver  plaque  from  the  local  Variety 
Club  with  a poem  engraved  upon  it.  The 
poem  was  written  by  Edgar  Guest,  who  is 
an  honorary  member  of  the  local  tent. 
Guest’s  tribute  follows: 

He  will  be  reineinl>ered  here. 

Not  for  the  money  that  he  inaile, 

liut  for  his  willingniess  to  cheer 
And  his  readiness  to  aid. 

He  to  friendliness  inclined, 

I nto  friendship  led  us  all. 

His  the  heart  and  his  the  mind 
First  to  answer  pity’s  call. 

Founder  of  our  Tent,  he  dreamed. 

Visioning:  men’s  brotherhood. 

This  we  think  of  him;  he  seemed 
Busy  always  doing:  g:ood. 

Flynn  then  expressed  his  regret  at  leav- 
ing the  territory. 

Wires  were  read  from  many  industry 
friends  unable  to  attend  including  Edward 
C.  Beatty,  Gov.  Luren  D.  Dickinson,  Clark 
Gable,  Ralph  W.  Maw,  Jack  Kirsch,  Wal- 
ter Immerman,  Ray  Branch,  Nat  Levy, 
Leonard  H.  Goldenson,  John  J.  Friedl, 
Harris  Silverberg,  John  Considine  jr., 
Robert  Taylor,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  Louis 
B.  Mayer,  Joan  Crawford,  Eleanor  Powell, 
Mickey  Rooney,  Spencer  Tracy,  Norma 
Shearer,  Sam  Switow,  Mannie  Gottlieb, 
Dave  Palfreyman,  E.  C.  and  James  Grain- 
ger, Bill  Ferguson  and  Barrett  Kiesling. 


TABLECLOTH  NOTES 
AT  THE  FLYNN  TESTIMONIAL 

Charlie  Perry,  ex-chief  barker,  hiding  in 
the  corner  so  he  missed  the  head  table  . . . 
M-G-M  turned  out  with  a near-record 
crowd,  with  Manager  Frank  J.  Downey  as 
the  proud  host.  Among  those  we  saw 
were:  Frank  Drew,  Cleveland  manager 


with  Salesmen  “Buck”  Stoner  and  C.  C. 
Deardorff;  Bob  Workman,  Minneapolis 
manager;  Doc  Banford,  Chicago  manager; 
J.  E.  Watson,  Cincinnati  exploiteer;  Jay 
Zimmerman,  New  York,  auditor;  William 
G.  “Bill”  Bishop,  divisional  exploiteer  from 
Chicago;  Sam  Shurman,  Milwaukee  man- 
ager, and  John  J.  Maloney,  Pittsburgh  dis- 
trict manager. 


Elliott  S.  Kinney,  air  conditioner,  in 
from  Birmingham  for  the  event  . . . The 
Old  'Timers  had  a table  all  to  themselves. 
They  represented  over  three  centuries  of 
show  business — Harlan  Starr,  Monogram 
manager;  Glenn  Cross,  Battle  Creek; 
Claude  Cady,  Lansing;  Fred  DeLodder,  De- 
troit; W.  S.  McLaren,  Jackson;  John  Nie- 
bes,  formerly  of  the  Dawn,  Detroit,  and 
J.  C.  Ritter,  former  president  of  Allied 
States  . . . P.  J.  Schlossman,  Muskegon, 
and  Joe  Dennis,  Monroe,  were  the  old- 
timers  who  couldn’t  come. 


Max  Blumenthal  got  Jack  Saxe’s  iden- 
tity all  mixed  up.  Jack  was  just  looking 
for  a vacant  place  ...  Ed  Kirchner,  as  al- 
ways the  old  reliable,  handling  all  arrange- 
ments . . . Warren  A.  Slee  joined  the  press 
gallery  with  Frank  Gill  of  the  Free  Press 
and  Walter  Fuller  of  the  News  . . . Frank 
Wetsman  and  Lew  Wisper  got  Cully  Buer- 
mele  between  them  . . . Dan  Lewis,  W&W 
head  booker,  and  Assistant  Harrison  Clark 
at  the  same  table  . . . Moe  Dudelson,  UA 
manager,  and  Salesman  Syd  Bowman  sat 
at  the  M-G-M  table  presided  over  by  Jack 
Morgan  and  Harold  Sandelman  . . . Leo’s 
other  men — Floyd  Chrysler,  flanked  by 
Tommy  Ferrell — and  H.  M.  ambassador 
from  Egypt,  Dick  Lobar  . . . Dave  Diamond 
not  only  furnished  the  music  but  was 
m.  c.  for  that  big  picture  . . . H.  M.  Richey 
almost  missed  getting  in  the  picture — it 
was  too  long  . . . Alf  Lane  of  the  Alhambra 
found  plenty  of  his  friends  out. 


Judge  John  P.  Scallon  strolling  in  with 
Tom  McGuire,  Co-op  publicist  . . . Bob 
Fisher,  roadshowman,  coming  in  with 
Judge  Ira  W.  Jayne  . . . Tom  Moule  of  the 
Jefferson  coming  up  on  the  elevator  as  we 
went  down  . . . Dave  Flayer,  barrister-ex- 
hibitor, taking  care  of  all  the  judges  . . . 
Dave  Newman  of  the  Pasadena  silently  at 
the  head  table  . . . Mort  Winston,  Prank 
Lorenzen,  Saul  Korman  of  the  Grant  and 
Walter  Shafer  of  the  Wayne  all  sat  at 
the  lawyers’  table. 


L.  C.  Becker,  American  Seating,  busy 
at  the  door  . . . David  M.  Idzal,  managing 
director  of  the  Fox,  arrived  late  but  they 
made  room  for  him  at  the  top  table  . . . 
Arthur  A.  Caplan  of  Metropolitan  M.  P. 
Co.  and  Arthur  Robinson  of  the  Belle  sat 
together  . . . Sam  Ackerman  of  the  East 
Side  having  a grand  time  . . . Ted  O’Shea, 
M-G-M  executive  from  New  York,  flew 
in  late,  and  they  had  to  take  the  big  pic- 
ture over  again. 


Alex  Schreiber  and  Bill  London  on  deck 
representing  Associated  Theatres  . . . J.  M. 
Schine  of  the  Schine  circuit,  Gloversville, 
N.  Y.,  was  at  your  scribe’s  table,  with  his 
aides,  George  Lynch  and  Major  Lee  Lazar, 
plus  B.  M.  Steam,  UA  district  manager  at 
Cleveland  . . . J.  R.  McPherson,  National 
Screen  Service,  representing  his  busy  staff. 


United  Detroit  took  the  honors  for  the 
biggest  representation,  aside  from  M-G-M 
itself.  Earl  Hudson,  president,  was  the  first 
man  introduced  at  the  head  table,  and 
George  W.  Trendle,  retired  president,  was 
on  hand  renewing  acquaintances.  Each 
supervisor  had  a table.  Bob  Corbin’s  in- 


Banquet  for  Him — 

J.  E.  Flynn,  M-G-M  district  manager 
who  is  moving  his  headquarters  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago  in  a realignment  of 
territory.  The  industry  in  the  Auto 
City  threw  a testimonial  banquet  for 
him  this  week. 


eluded  C.  E.  O’Bryan  of  the  Michigan;  H. 
Bloom,  Madison;  Ralph  Stitt,  publicity; 
Frank  Perry,  United  Artists,  and  Frank 
Upton,  Palms-State.  Joe  Busick’s  table 
had  Ed  Hyman,  auditor;  Rufus  H.  Shepard, 
Fisher;  Gil  Green,  Regent;  S.  Gruber, 
Norwest;  Donald  Dunn,  Ramona;  Grant 
Hawkins,  Varsity,  and  Cassius  Smith,  An- 
nex. Asher  Shaw’s  table  had  Howard 
Holah,  Birmingham;  Donald  Kuhn,  Broad- 
way-Capitol;  James  Easson,  Vogue;  Joseph 
Bonino,  Alger;  Charles  Ward,  Rosedale; 
Robert  Salters,  Ramona,  and  Clark  Field, 
Cinderella. 


Glenn  Cross,  Battle  Creek,  gave  a solo 
of  “It  a Long,  Long  Trail”  . . . Ray  Moon, 
Mutual  Theatres  g.  m.,  seemed  to  have 
friends  at  every  table  . . . L.  H.  Gardner, 
UDT  executive  who  has  been  resting  for 
his  health  several  months,  was  a welcome 
visitor  . . . Judge  Ira  W.  Jayne’s  droll 
deadpan  style  as  toastmaster  brought  him 
screen  offers  right  away  . . . Hal  Burriss, 
busy  listening  to  other  bands  this  time 
. . . Irving  Belinsky,  Sam  Seplowin,  Jack 
Ryder  and  Dave  Kaplan  at  the  table  in  the 
nearest  corner  . . . Judge  Donald  Van  Zile, 
revealed  that  his  sister  used  to  be  leading 
lady  for  William  S.  Hart  . . . Ike  Libson  of 
Libson  Theatres  and  Harold  Fitzgerald  and 
Eddie  Alperson  of  Wisconsin  Theatres 
among  the  celebrities  . . . James  Olson  flew 
down  from  Clare. 


Among  others  seen:  William  Plemion, 
PRC  manager;  M.  J.  Chargot,  circuiteer; 
J.  Oliver  Brooks,  Butterfield  head  booker; 
Adolph  and  Irving  Goldberg,  circuit  own- 
ers; Barney  Kilbride,  circuit  owner;  Wil- 
liam Schuttenhelm  of  the  Globe;  Ed  Carl- 
son of  the  Dawn;  Don  Widlund,  Jam 
Handy  Picture  Service;  Jack  Sharkey, 
RKO  manager;  Ralph  Ruben,  Amusement 
Supply  Co.;  Fred  C.  Dickely,  Altec  Service 
manager;  Nate  Goldstick,  assistant  corpo- 
ration counsel:  Carl  Shalit,  Columbia 
branch  manager,  and  Joe  Lenahan,  Mills 
Mutual  Agency. 
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\^ANTED:  Help  for  the  Film  Mutual  Aid 
Group.  Let’s  spread  a little  sunshine 
for  our  former  associates  and  employes 
who  have  met  with  reverses  . . . Jack  Hoo- 
ley,  former  Senator  manager,  is  now 
morning  manager  at  the  Gardens  . . . War- 
ner executives,  Harry  Feinstein,  Harry 
Kalmine  and  C.  J.  Latta  recently  inspected 
the  circuit’s  West  Virginia  houses  . . . 
Harry  Seed  was  King  for  the  Day  at  the 
Variety  Club’s  November  25  dinner  . . . 
Art  Morrone’s  sport  vest  has  been  attract- 
ing attention  as  has  Guy  Oglietti’s  new 
car  . . . John  Ritenour,  projectionist, 
electrician  and  erstwhile  inventor,  states 
he  has  found  the  “next  thing’’  to  per- 
petual motion,  an  apparatus  which  he  is 
exhibiting  in  operation  after  four  months 
in  service.  His  unit  is  designed  for  use  in 
the  country,  or  as  emergency  equipment 
for  buildings  supplied  by  regular  current. 

There  is  no  administration  expense  in 
connection  with  the  Film  Mutual  Aid 
Group’s  work.  All  cash  donated  to  this 
fund  is  distributed  at  Christmas  to  un- 
fortunate worthy  film  folk.  Make  checks 
payable  to  James  H.  Alexander,  treasurer. 

Good  American  wishes  to  Bill  Satori, 
Universal  sales  representative,  who  has 
just  received  his  final  citizenship  papers 
. . . Art  Himmelein,  veteran  showman,  is 
very  ill  at  his  brother  Charlie’s  home  in 
Altoona  . . . Art  Levy  has  good  reason  to 
be  proud  of  “Arizona,”  which  stars  Jean 
Arthur  and  William  Holden.  It’s  an 
outstanding  outdoor  production  . . . Bill 
Jervis,  RCA  Photophone  sales  manager, 
was  busy  the  other  day  filling  out  his  se- 


lective service  papers.  He’s  only  33  . . . 
Giving  the  new  Whitehall  the  once-over 
the  other  day,  we  noticed  that  Victor  A. 
Rigaumont’s  name  is  cut  into  the  marble 
slab  to  your  left  on  entering  the  new  de 
luxe  Brentwood  house.  Architect  Rigau- 
mont  has  been  very  busy  this  year  and 
his  jobs  have  been  “different”  as  well  as 
high  class. 

Eddie  Silverman,  four-year-old  son  of 
the  Ike  Silvermans  of  Altoona,  is  at  the 
Children’s  Hospital  here  . . . Ben  Burke  is 
supplying  Filmrow  with  Christmas  cards 
. . . AMPTO  officers  will  keep  their  fingers 
crossed  when  the  new  legislative  session 
convenes  January  6.  What  do  they  expect? 
They’re  not  saying  . . . Marty  Terner  of 
American  Valance  Co.  furnished  the  deco- 
rations for  the  new  Temple,  Sheraden. 

In  planning  your  Christmas  budget  don’t 
forget  the  Filmrow  fund  for  former  mem- 
bers of  the  industry  who  are  in  need  of 
assistance.  Stop  in  at  the  Republic  ex- 
change and  talk  it  over  with  Jim  Alex- 
ander, treasurer  of  the  Film  Mutual  Aid 
Group. 

Sunday  show  referenda  were  being  re- 
counted last  week  at  Greensburg  and 
Rochester.  Additional  returns  include  these 
late  reports,  in  figures:  New  Kensington 
voted  favorably,  5,288  to  3,651;  Lilly  ap- 
proved, 680  to  160;  Manor  defeated  the 
issue,  354  to  244  . . . There  are  reports 
Pittsburgh  may  world  premiere  "Road 
Show,’’  because  Adolphe  Menjou  is  a na- 
tive son  . . . Johnny  Harris  was  in  Canada 


when  the  Alvin’s  roof  caved  in  and  he 
hurried  home  upon  receiving  word  of  the 
near-tragedy  . . . Our  best  wishes  to  Bob 
Dunbar  and  F.  D.  "Dinty”  Moore  on  their 
promotions  with  Warner. 

Jim  Alexander  and  Sam  Fineberg  were 
in  Washington  attending  the  funeral  of 
Sam  Flax,  late  Republic  franchise  holder 
there.  Jake  Flax,  brother  of  the  de- 
ceased. was  his  partner  in  the  Republic 
corporation  there  . . . Visitors  here  in- 
cluded Bill  Gedris  of  Ideal  Seating,  Grand 
Rapids,  and  Fred  Matthew  of  Motiograph, 
Inc.,  Chicago  . . . Jack  Judd,  who  is  or- 
ganizing independent  poster  renters  at  a 
convention  in  Chicago,  December  9 and 
10,  states  he  has  received  acceptances  from 
several  additional  poster  renters  and  that 
he  expects  practically  all  of  them  in  the 
field  to  be  present. 


H.  R,  Wood  Retiring 

Apollo,  Pa. — H.  R.  Wood  is  retiring  from 
exhibition  after  25  years  of  it.  The  vet- 
eran showman  and  Mrs.  Wood  have  dis- 
posed of  their  Woodies  here  to  Joseph 
Cipriany.  Transfer  was  made  last  week. 
The  new  proprietor  is  a newcomer  to  ex- 
hibition. 


Gene  Autry's  Next 

Hollywood — Gene  Autry’s  next  assign- 
ment for  Republic  will  be  “Valley  of  the 
Moon.” 


Republic's 

HIT  PARADE  OF  1941 

WITH  KENNY  BAKER  — FRANCES  LANGFORD 
And  a Host  of  Other  Stars 

Playing  All  Better  Theatres  Everywhere 

Now  Booked  First  Run  Pittsburgh,  Week  of  December  11  at  the 

FULTON  THEATRE 

—COMING  SOON— 

GENE  AUTRY 

in 

^'MELODY  RANCH" 


(Just  as  Good  as  Money  in  the  Bank) 

DISTRIBUTED  BY 

REPUBLIC  PICTURES  CORP.  OF  PITTSBURGH 

JAMES  H.  ALEXANDER.  Mgr. 

1701  Blvd,  of  the  Allies  ATlantic  4858 
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The  Gang  Together  for  an  Opening — 

Re-dedication  of  the  modernized  Stuckey  Theatre  at  Everett,  Pa.,  recently 
brought  out  many  friends  of  the  exhibitors  who  were  entertained  at  the 
Stuckey  Brothers  famed  Nite  Club.  The  photo  at  the  top  shows  a part  of 
“the  gang.”  Below  shows  more  of  the  same,  left  to  right:  John  (Bo-Peepi 
Robinson,  R.  F.  Klingensmith,  Lew  Lefton,  Billy  ZeVan.  John  J.  Stuckey, 
Ray  Allison.  A.  C.  (Ace)  Stuckey  and  W.  A.  V.  Mack. 


Cleveland  Does  Big 
Holiday  Business 

Cleveland — It  was  like  old  home  week 
in  dowmtown  Cleveland  on  Thanksgiving, 
and  the  theatres  did  a big  holiday  busi- 
ness. 

All  theatres  along  the  main  stem  re- 
ported they  had  packed  houses  for  both 
matinee  and  evening  performances.  Total 
first  run  gross  was  $10,000  better  than  the 
estimated  gross  of  Thanksgiving  week  in 
1939.  Film  fare  consisted  of  “The  Letter,” 
“Down  Argentine  Way,”  “Bitter  Sweet,” 
with  holdovers  being  “The  Great  Dictator” 
and  “Spring  Parade.” 

The  Public  Auditorium,  showing  World’s 
Fair  Highlights  with  Frank  Buck  and 
some  90  other  attractions,  drew  approxi- 
mately 7,000  people  with  a low  admission 
price  of  30  cents. 

Alfred  Lunt  and  Lynn  Fontanne  played 
a sell-out  week  in  “There  Shall  Be  No 
Night”  at  the  Hanna.  Other  entertain- 
ments that  were  well  patronized  included 
the  Roxy,  burlesque  house,  the  Arena  with 
professional  hockey  games  and  the  various 
little  theatres  which  are  steadily  becom- 
ing a more  integral  part  of  local  civic  life. 


Take  Back  Menlo 

Charleroi,  Pa. — The  Menlo,  under  lease 
for  several  years  to  Leerich  Theatres,  Inc., 
reverts  to  the  Moody  and  Dickinson  enter- 
prises as  of  December  1.  The  house  will 
be  closed  for  remodeling  and  moderniza- 
tion. Leon  Reichblum,  of  Leerich  Thea- 
tres, recently  opened  the  new  State  here. 
C.  W.  Dickinson  will  have  charge  of  the 
Menlo  operation. 


See  a Product  Problem 
For  Sam  Carver's  Town 

Detroit — Sam  Carver’s  Town  Theatre, 
which  became  Detroit’s  seventh  first  run 
two  weeks  ago  with  “Pastor  Hall,”  is  fac- 
ing the  perennial  problem  of  first  runs  in 
Detroit — getting  enough  A product  to  keep 
the  customers  coming. 

Actual  attendance  on  the  "Hall”  film, 
which  started  off  with  an  invitational 
opening  plus  public  admission  at  $1  per 
seat,  dropped  off  disappointingly,  indi- 
cating that  this  house,  located  over  a mile 
uptown,  will  have  plenty  of  tough  going  in 
establishing  its  postition  as  the  only  first 
run  more  than  two  blocks  from  Grand 
Circus  Park. 

Catholic  Women  s Units 
Send  Protest  to  Hays 

Columbus — Two  local  Catholic  women’s 
organizations  have  gone  on  record  with 
similar  influential  religious  groups  through- 
out the  country  in  protesting  the  produc- 
tion of  “objectionable”  motion  pictures. 
Protests  by  the  Daughters  of  Isabella  and 
Catholic  Women’s  League  were  sent  to 
the  Hays  office. 

In  part  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
former  body  stated:  “It  is  quite  evident 
that  there  is  a growing  tendency  on  the 
part  of  the  producers  of  moving  pictures 
to  become  more  liberal  and  daring  in  their 
portraying  of  suggestive  and  double-mean- 
ing dialogue  and  offensive  scenes,  lustful 
situations,  excessive  brutality  and  grue- 
someness, light  treatment  of  marriage  . . .” 


James  Thurber  Chore 

Hollywood — James  Thurber  has  been 
set  to  script  20th-Pox’s  “My  Life  and 
Hard  Times.” 


JRVING  SOLOMON,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Lincoln,  Massillon,  was  host  to  all  those 
in  town  who  last  week  celebrated  their  sil- 
ver wedding  anniversary.  The  occasion  was 
the  silver  jubilee  of  the  Lincoln  . . . Saul 
Bragin,  head  of  the  Warner  theatre  book- 
ing department,  went  all  the  way  to  Chi- 
cago for  his  Thanksgiving  turkey  . . . And 
Marty  Friedman  of  the  "Vitagraph  book- 
ing department  celebrated  the  day  with 
his  folks  in  New  York  . . . Vincent  Thomp- 
son, who  has  been  a student  booker  at  the 
local  M-G-M  exchange,  was  recalled  to 
the  home  office  where  he  is  marking  time 
until  Number  77  is  called  by  Uncle  Sam. 

R.  M.  Savini,  president  of  Astor  Pic- 
tures, was  in  town  calling  on  M.  M.  Jacobs 
who  will  distribute  the  product  in  this  ter- 
ritory. He  also  stopped  in  at  the  PRC  ex- 
change to  visit  with  Lee  Goldberg  . . . Visi- 
tors during  the  week  mcluded:  Judge  Fos- 
ter, Kenton;  Biggio  Brothers,  Steuben- 
ville; Paul  Ellis,  Warren,  and  Peter  Rufo 
of  Niles  . . . Lemotto  Smith  of  the  Mu- 
Wa-Tu  Theatre,  Coshocton,  is  at  his  home 
in  Clifton  Park  convalescing  after  a recent 
operation  . . . More  than  200  checked  in 
at  the  annual  Film  Exchange  Employes 
dance  held  at  the  Moose  Hall.  Bill  Gross, 
Columbia  booker,  was  the  “front  office” 
represeiitative  at  the  party. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Ebeck  of  the  Capi- 
tol, Mount  Gilead,  on  a recent  visit  to  the 
film  exchanges,  brought  along  with  them 
a package  of  old  stills  and  had  everybody 
busy  trying  to  identify  the  former  screen 
stars  . . . Harold  Rose  and  his  autographed 
bantam  automobile  worked  the  Loew  thea- 
tres in  this  territory  with  much  success, 
judging  from  the  crowds  that  surrounded 
the  midget  car  when  it  parked  in  front  of 
the  Loew  theatres  and  from  the  free  news- 
paper space  the  stunt  copped  . . . Bill 
Schurk,  alternate  on  the  'Warner  elevator, 
is  at  Fairview  Hospital  where  he  parted 
with  some  gallstones. 

Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone  manager,  was  in 
Chicago  shopping  for  special  stage  shows 
as  New  Year’s  Eve  attractions  for  houses 
in  his  division  . . . F.  Arthur  Simon  of 
Lake  Shore  Sales  Co.  is  back  in  circula- 
tion after  a battle  with  the  flu  . . . Herb 
Ochs  and  Col.  Harry  E.  Long,  operating 
Pioneer  Film  Exchange,  are  now  all  moved 
into  their  new  offices  at  509  Film  Bldg. 
They  invite  inspection  . . . There  were  no 
Thanksgiving  dinners  for  Everett  Stein- 
buck,  Loew  State  manager;  Ted  Tescher, 
Loew  Stillman  manager;  Kenneth  Means, 
RKO  Palace  maiiager;  Eddie  Miller,  Hip- 
podrome manager,  and  Howard  Higley, 
manager  of  the  Allen.  They  were  all  too 
busy  taking  care  of  customers. 

Nat  Barach,  manager  of  National 
Screen’s  local  office,  has  been  at  home  on 
sick  leave.  Nothing  serious,  however,  and 
he  expects  to  be  on  the  job  again  within  a 
few  days  . . . “Down  Argentine  Way” 
packed  ’em  in  at  the  RKO  Palace.  Busi- 
ness was  up  45  per  cent  over  normal. 

0?ie  of  the  sights  of  the  week  was  Hazel 
Mack  of  National  Screen  Service  walking 
down  Filmrow  with  a live  turkey  under 
her  arm.  It  was  an  M-G-M  Pep  Club 
prize.  Others  who  won  either  a turkey  or  a 
bushel  of  apples  included:  Earl  Seitz, 
Strand,  Wadsworth;  Henry  Waggoner, 
Star,  Amsterdam;  Jack  Steinberg,  Willson, 
Youngstown;  Hyman  Kaplan,  Southern, 
Cleveland;  Norman  Burhead,  Jennings, 
Cleveland;  Fred  Dzik,  Jennings,  Cleveland, 
and  Anne  Vickers  and  Marie  Flynn  of  the 
M-G-M  exchange. 
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gARNEY  WETSMAN  of  the  W&W  circuit 
^ has  been  seriously  ill,  the  victim  of  a 
heart  collapse.  Brother  Prank  gave  up  a 
hunting  trip  to  be  by  his  side  . . . Sam 
Barrett,  booker  at  Cooperative  Theatres, 
among  local  nimrods  . . . Paul  Vincent, 
member  of  Baltimore  Variety  Club,  and  a 
mechanical  engineer  in  theatrical  work, 
was  a visitor  over  the  weekend  in  connec- 
tion with  national  defense  plans  here. 

Ray  W.  Springer’s  new  Springer  Pic- 
tures, industrial  producers,  is  starting  ac- 
tivity, he  reports  . . . Milton  Herman,  late 
of  the  Fox  publicity  staff,  is  handling  pub- 
licity for  the  Polish  Relief  Campaign  here 
. . . Joe  Gilhuly  and  Buster  Weber  of  Local 
38  handling  the  lights  at  Larry  Sun- 
brock’s  Thrill  Show  at  the  Coliseum,  with 
Al  Emery  on  the  p.  a.  system. 

Schram  & Goldberg  provided  downtown 
excitement  Sunday  when  their  new  Bijou 
had  a backstage  fire — a short  circuit  in  a 
switch  box  . . . Tom  McGuire,  director  of 
public  relations  for  Co-Op,  on  the  sick 
list  . . . Joseph  Stanick,  back  on  the  job 
in  improved  health,  reports  the  best  busi- 
ness in  years  . . . Father  Flanagan  of 
Boys  Town — and  Variety  Club  Award 
winner — spoke  before  the  B’nai  B’rith  at 
the  Masonic  Temple. 

Jack  Hurford,  Fox  manager,  reports  his 
son  has  nearly  trebled  his  weight  in  five 
months  . . . David  M.  Idzal,  Fox  managing 
director,  has  a new  marquee  all  hung  . . . 
Harry  Remington,  Fox  exploiteer,  is 
handling  publicity  for  the  famed  Detroit 
Lions  this  season  . . . Theodore  Sirene  is 
incorporating  Michigan  News  Reel  Co.  . . . 
Ralph  Gorelick  and  Fred  Harris  are  form- 
ing the  Metro  Social  Club  . . . Tom  Moule 
and  Dave  Newman  are  putting  new  sign 
and  marquee  on  the  Oliver,  which  they  just 
took  over  from  Al  Ruttenberg. 

Francis  A.  Darling,  known  for  years  as 
Mantell  the  Magician,  is  planning  a series 
of  talent  contests  with  recording  in  local 
houses  . . . Jacob  Schreiber  had  a pleasant 
Thanksgiving  . . . Wade  Allen’s  Amuse- 
ment Supply  bowlers  finally  chalked  up 
their  first  ten  games  won  . . . Herbert  B. 
Rickards  is  rejoining  Jam  Handy  as  spe- 
cial technical  advisor  on  national  defense 
films. 

Lloyd  Hammond  expects  to  move  his 
studio  . . . Art  Robinson,  the  big  premium 
man,  seen  shivering  . . . Bill  Flemion,  PRC 
manager,  returned  from  deer  hunting, 
minus  deer  . . . Constance  Cox,  well  known 
in  the  press  agent  field  here  as  Connie 
Young,  was  married  Thanksgiving  Day  to 
Joseph  T.  Kelly,  secretary  to  the  mayor  of 
Boston. 

WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

O.  W.  Keelor  is  readying  a new  300- 
seater  at  Kalkaska.  He  is  naming  it  the 
Kal. 


Joseph  Stoia  of  Dearborn  expects  all 
“couple”  trade  for  his  new  Forum.  He’s 
planning  2,000  seats  and  parking  for  1,000 
cars. 


H.  M.  Taliaferro,  president  of  American 
Seating  Co.,  Grand  Rapids,  has  been 
named  to  the  draft  appeal  board  for  five 
counties  around  Grand  Rapids  by  Gover- 
nor Dickinson. 


g - ■ 

A Proiitable  Case 
Of  "the  Horrors" 

Detroit — This  town  has  a real  case  of 
‘‘the  horrors,"  reports  from  the  Cinema 
show.  A pair  of  Monogram  horrifies, 
Boris  Karloff  in  "The  Ape"  and  Bela  Lu- 
gosi in  "The  Human  Monster,"  we^re 
booked  in  for  a week  but  broke  the 
year's  gross  record  and  are  staying  on 
for  a third  stanza,  with  a possible  ex- 
tended run. 

VS  ■ -y 

New  Comerford  House 
In  S.  Wilkes-Barre 


New  York — The  Comerford  circuit  is 
planning  a new  theatre  in  South  Wilkes- 
Barre  on  property  long  held  by  the  chain, 
according  to  John  Nolan,  film  buyer.  There 
are  presently  14  units  operated  by  the  cir- 
cuit in  and  around  that  area. 

Although  coal  mines  are  operating  five 
days  a week,  spurred  by  the  demands  of 
national  defense,  business  has  not  im- 
proved, nor  in  fact  is  it  par,  Nolan  adds. 
However,  it  is  his  opinion  theatres  will 
get  its  share  of  improved  economic  con- 
ditions after  workers  have  taken  care  of 
their  personal  needs.  “It  always  takes  a 
certain  amount  of  time,”  he  observed, 
“and  once  we  get  it  we  will  get  a lot  and 
we’ll  be  the  last  to  lose  it.” 

Nolan  declares  the  circuit  has  generally 
abandoned  the  idea  of  increasing  admis- 
sions for  certain  attractions.  The  “custo- 
mers knock  your  brains  out”  for  charging 
60  cents  first  run  when  they  can  see  the 
same  film  30  days  later  in  the  subsequent 
run  houses  for  21  cents,  he  adds. 

The  circuit’s  fourth  annual  managers 
drive,  to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Barney  Balaban  fifth  anniversary,  got  un- 
der way  November  21  and  will  continue  to 
December  28.  Winners  of  the  four  divi- 
sions will  get  free  trips  to  the  Balaban 
testimonial  dinner  in  Chicago. 


New  Temple  Represents 
Big  Financial  Venture 

Pittsburgh — The  new  Temple,  opened 
last  week,  represents  one  of  the  largest  fi- 
nancial ventures  in  the  theatre  renovation 
field  of  recent  date  in  the  mideast  teiri- 
tory. 

'The  entire  Sherodd  Temple  was  rebuilt 
to  house  the  modern  and  fireproof  show- 
place  which  seats  more  than  700.  De- 
signed by  Robert  C.  Bowers,  architect,  the 
extensive  remodeling  was  executed  by  the 
Branna  Construction  Corp.  and  many  sub- 
contractors. 

Fluorescence  is  the  feature  of  the  new 
Temple.  Also  employed  is  “black  light,” 
which  illuminates  huge  velour  panels 
painted  with  dyes  of  fluorescent  decora- 
tions in  design  copied  from  the  carpeting. 
The  fluorescent  tube  type  of  efficient 
lighting  is  used  throughout  the  house,  in- 
cluding cove  domes  in  the  lobby  and  foyer 
and  in  the  ladies’  and  men’s  rest  rooms. 
The  lobby  is  finished  in  walnut.  Another 
house  feature  is  a “cry  room.” 

Edward  W.  Horner,  manager  of  the 
Sheraden,  also  a Shapiro  & Fineman  unit 
nearby,  is  manager  of  the  new  Temple. 
Joseph  S.  Huck  is  chief  projectionist  and 
Dave  McAdoo  doorman. 


lyTETRO’S  latest  wedding,  that  of  Bud 
Weigel,  booker,  to  Miss  Kay  Richard- 
son, was  a prominent  social  event.  Fol- 
lowing the  church  ceremony  the  couple 
held  a reception  at  Mariemont  Inn,  where 
they  were  showered  with  gifts,  including 
the  present  of  the  local  personnel,  a box 
of  woolen  blankets  , . . Allan  Moritz,  Co- 
lumbia branch  manager,  spent  several 
days  at  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  closed 
the  Schine  circuit  for  Columbia  product 
. . , Many  local  exchange  managers  and 
bookers  attended  the  Ohio  State  football 
game  at  Columbus.  Those  making  up 
parties  included  William  Devanney  of 
Metro,  J.  J.  Grady,  20th-Fox,  and  Dr.  R. 
E.  Raitz,  and  Paramount’s  Joe  Oulahan. 

The  Cinema  Club,  headed  by  Rudy 
Knoepfle,  held  a free  luncheon  and  social 
for  members  last  Saturday  at  the  Variety 
clubrooms.  Plans  were  made  for  the  an- 
nual election  of  officers  and  dinner  . . . 
Columbia's  Neva  Gronette  celebrated  her 
birthday  at  the  exchange  where  a deco- 
rated birthday  cake  was  on  display  in 
honor  of  the  occasion.  Coffee  and  cake 
were  served. 

Archie  Clemons,  West  Virginia  exhibi- 
tor, is  making  plans  for  a new  theatre  at 
Cedar  Grove,  Clemons  expects  to  open  his 
new  Nitro,  Nitro,  December  15  . . . Metro’s 
J,  J.  Maloney  spent  Thanksgiving  with 
the  local  branch  manager,  E.  M,  Booth, 
and  Mrs.  Booth  . . . John  Kaiser  has  taken 
over  the  Castle  at  Williamsport,  Ohio  . . . 
Nat  Kaplan,  local  branch  manager  for 
PRC,  spent  the  holidays  in  Louisville, 
visiting  home  folks.  PRC’s  newest  short 
subject,  “The  Hollywood  Newsreel,”  is 
meeting  with  popular  favor  in  downtown 
areas. 

Frank  Schreiber  reports  Universal’s 
“One  Night  in  the  Tropics”  opened  to  swell 
business  at  the  RKO  Grand  . . . Kelsey 
McWhorter  has  sold  out  his  interest  in  the 
Sharon,  Sharonville,  Ohio,  to  his  silent 
partner.  Bill  Lewis  . . . Universal  has  taken 
out  group  hospitalization  for  all  employes. 

Following  the  announcement  that  the 
local  Universal  office  had  come  out  on  top 
in  the  national  early  bird  drive,  the  local 
personnel  is  being  congratulated  on  their 
winning  50  per  cent  of  all  prize  money  and 
in  carrying  off  leading  places  in  the  sales- 
men’s ranks.  Nate  LeVene  was  first  na- 
tionally; George  Gomersal  came  in  sec- 
ond, and  Jerry  Marks,  fifth.  LeVene  and 
Gomersal  were  first  and  third  in  improved 
effort  . . . Pete  Smith  of  the  Sylvia,  Belle- 
vue, has  departed  for  some  ten  days  in  the 
southland  on  a vacation,  which  will  be 
followed  by  a hunting  trip  on  his  Cold 
Springs  farms. 

Harold  Bernstein  has  reopened  his  re- 
modeled Plaza,  Norwood  . . . Willis  Vance 
reports  his  new  theatre  in  Oakley  is  rap- 
idly getting  under  way  . . . Colonel  Lee, 
who  operates  the  Lee  and  Colonial  at 
Winchester  and  the  Capitol  and  Grand  at 
Frankfort,  is  constructing  a new  house  at 
Winchester. 


Air*Coiulitionod  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Montoalm 
MKETING  PI,.\CE  FOR  THE  INDUSTRY 

“Food  You’ll  Remember” 

DON  DRISCOEE  and  JIMMY  KING 
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Autry  Again  Signed  for 
Rodeo  at  The  Gardens 

Pittsburgh — Gene  Autry,  star  of  the  in- 
ternational rodeo  staged  here  at  The  Gar- 
dens, will  return  next  spring  for  a simi- 
lar engagement.  The  screen’s  No.  1 cow- 
boy has  signed  a contract  to  appear  here 
as  the  star  of  the  1941  rodeo,  which  will 
be  a ten-day  event  in  April.  John  H.  Har- 
ris, theatre  executive  and  owner  of  The 
Gardens,  and  Autry  made  the  arrange- 
ments in  Toronto. 

Autry  has  made  a number  of  appear- 
ances here  and  he  is  extremely  popular 
with  the  public  and  members  of  the  trade. 
Jim  Alexander,  manager  of  Republic  Pic- 
tures Corp.,  reports  an  unprecedented  de- 
mand for  bookings  on  Autry’s  latest  pic- 
ture, “Melody  Ranch,”  which  will  be  re- 
leased soon.  Alexander  will  be  celebrating 
his  21st  annual  “Round-Up”  during  Autry’s 
next  appearance  here. 


High  Political  Office  to 
Mrs,  Matilda  R,  Wilson 

Detroit — Michigan  show  business  gained 
high  political  office  when  Mrs.  Matilda  R. 
Wilson,  owner  of  the  Wilson,  was  named 
lieutenant-governor  by  Gov.  Luren  D. 
Dickinson,  to  hold  office  until  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  Wilson,  while  primarily  a legitimate 
theatre,  has  had  roadshows  of  many  major 
films,  including  “Dinner  at  Eight,”  “Mid- 
summer Night’s  Dream”  and  “Gone  With 
the  Wind.” 

Defendants  Get  30  Days 
To  Answer  James  Cruze 

Detroit — Defendants  in  the  twin  suits 
for  $1,250,000  brought  by  James  Cruze  Pro- 
ductions in  circuit  court  here  have  been 
given  30  days  to  file  specific  answers,  ac- 
cording to  attorneys  for  the  plaintiff.  Suit 
is  based  on  an  accounting  growing  out  of 
the  old  Tiffany-Stahl  Productions.  De- 
fendants are  L.  A.  Young  in  one  suit  and 
Lay  Improvement  Company  in  the  other. 


Spur  to  Arabian  Nights 

Cleveland — Announcement  of  the  com- 
ing release  of  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad”  has 
greatly  increased  the  demand  for  books  on 
the  Arabian  Nights  stories  at  the  Cleve- 
land Public  Library,  according  to  Gordon 
W.  Thayer,  head  of  the  John  G.  White 
collection,  which  is  said  to  be  the  finest 
of  its  kind.  It  contains  587  volumes  in 
53  different  languages. 


Entertains  Children 

Canton,  Ohio — George  Delis,  district 
manager  of  the  Inter-State  Theatres  Inc., 
operating  the  Palace  here,  gave  over  the 
local  house  for  the  annual  Retail  Mer- 
chants free  circus  for  the  children,  No- 
vember 22.  Circus  gave  six  performances 
and  played  to  more  than  13,000  people. 
House  resumed  its  regular  picture  schedule 
that  evening. 


New  Years  Opening 

Charleston,  W.  Va. — A New  Year’s  open- 
ing is  tentatively  scheduled  for  the  new 
theatre  John  B.  Gardner  is  building  here. 
It  will  employ  an  RCA  sound  system  and 
be  known  as  the  Village. 


JJAST  STATE  Street  is  getting  to  be  un- 
healthy. The  Grand  cashier  was  robbed 
twice  in  recent  months,  and  last  week 
burglars  broke  into  the  Variety  Club  . . . 
Dave  Carter  of  RKO  in  NYC  was  in  . . . 
Pete  Wood  and  Leo  Yassenoff  attended 
the  Indiana  convention  earlier  in  the  week 
at  Indianapolis. 

The  Gustav  Hirsch  Organization  is  erect- 
ing a new  marquee  for  the  Lincoln,  Mas- 
sillon, so  Milt  Staub  advises  us  ..  . An- 
nual “kid  party”  sponsored  each  Xmas  by 
the  Variety  Club  has  been  dropped,  ynoney 
set  aside  for  the  affair  being  applied  on 
the  schoolhouse  at  Nightingale  Cottage, 
tuberculosis  camp. 

State  securities  commission  has  ap- 
proved Davue  Theatre,  Inc.,  1000  shares  at 
$100.  Corporation  will  operate  the  new 
Dayton  house,  owned  by  Nick  Shafer  and 
Maury  White. 

Bill  Cunningham  of  The  Citizen  re- 
ports the  ultimate  in  boxoffice  bargains: 
The  Palace,  Hamilton,  on  Saturday  nights 
offers  a double  feature,  plus  preview  of 
duo  opening  next  day,  all  four  pictures 
for  28  cents! 

In  Cleveland  Saturday  for  the  testi- 
monial dinner  honoring  Universal’s  Dave 
Miller;  J.  Real  Neth,  Walter  Miles,  Max 
Steam,  Jimmy  Hale,  Pete  Wood,  Virgil 
Jackson  and  Harry  Young,  all  of  Colum- 
bus . . . ‘“Escape”  was  good  for  two  weeks 
locally  . . . Columbus  Motion  Picture  Coun- 
cil issued  blanket  recommendations  on 
“Bitter  Sweet”  and  “Angels  Over  Broad- 
way” . . . Jack  Good,  formerly  a headliner 
in  vaudeville  and  musicomedy,  is  now  ped- 
dling Cascade  in  Ohio. 

Outstanding  Columbia 
Lineup  for  Christmas 

Cleveland — Columbia  plans  to  display 
its  best  merchandise  during  the  forth- 
coming holiday  season,  according  to 
Branch  Manager  Lester  Zucker.  Among 
Christmas  “presents”  that  Columbia  will 
have  ready  for  exhibitors,  states  Manager 
Zucker,  will  be  “Arizona,”  “This  Thing 
Called  Love,”  with  Rosalind  Russell  and 
Melvyn  Douglas,  which  is  said  to  be  fun- 
nier than  “His  Girl  Friday,”  “Escape  to 
Glory,”  with  Pat  O'Brien  and  Constance 
Bennett,  and  “Penny  Serenade,”  with 
Irene  Dunne  and  Cary  Grant. 


Bowling  Emporium  Taken 
Over  by  Lew  Wisper 

Detroit — Lew  Wisper  of  the  Wisper  & 
Wetsman  circuit,  largest  local  independent, 
is  branching  out  into  another  amusement 
field,  taking  over  the  40-alley  Palmer  Park 
Recreation  bowling  emporium.  Spot  is  lo- 
cated across  the  street  from  the  RKO 
Upton. 


To  Open  in  Millroy 

Millroy,  Pa. — A newly-constructed 
theatre  here  will  be  ready  for  opening 
within  a few  days.  It  will  seat  400.  Owner 
is  Theo  G.  Shiffer  of  New  Bloomfield. 


Improve  Liberty 

Masontown,  Pa. — Rebuilt  projectors  and 
a new  sound  screen  have  been  installed  at 
the  Liberty. 


Republic  Is  Second  in 
Film  Bowling  League 
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Canton  Kiwanis  Club 
Hears  Dr,  Deer  on  Films 

Canton,  Ohio — From  60  to  82  per  cent 
of  film  stars’  income  above  a certain  fig- 
ure goes  to  the  government  in  income 
taxes.  Dr.  Irvin  E.  Deer,  of  Chicago,  a 
representative  of  the  office  of  Will  Hays, 
told  the  Canton  Kiwanis  Club  here  re- 
cently. 

Dr.  Deer  said  that  in  the  last  six  years, 
the  industry  had  suffered  a fire  loss  of 
only  $147  in  the  handling  and  distribution 
all  over  the  world  of  the  highly  inflamma- 
ble movie  films. 

Seventy-five  cents  of  the  film  dollar 
stays  in  the  city  where  the  film  is  shown, 
he  asserted. 

Finish  Remodeling  on 
Lyceum  in  Findlay 

Findlay,  Ohio — Henry  Hellriegel  has 
just  finished  a complete  remodeling  job 
at  the  Lyceum.  Walter  Steuve,  owner, 
closed  the  house  for  four  weeks  during 
which  time  a new  concrete  floor  was  laid, 
the  seating  capacity  was  increased  to  300 
seats,  installation  of  new  opera  chairs  was 
made,  and  the  entire  auditorium  was  re- 
decorated. 

The  house  is  open  again  and  running  on 
a full  schedule.  Hellriegel  also  is  re- 
modeling the  Detroit  here  for  M.  S.  Fine 
and  Max  Lefkowich. 


Harry  L,  Hamilton 

Canton,  Ohio — Harry  L.  Hamilton,  65, 
whose  body  was  found  in  a Cincinnati 
park  reservoir,  was  a veteran  theatrical 
executive  for  40  years  and  formerly  man- 
aged Gus  Sun  houses  here  and  at  Ports- 
mouth and  Newark,  Ohio.  He  also  once 
served  as  business  manager  for  Bob  Fitz- 
simmons, former  world  heavyweight  cham- 
pion. Burial  was  in  Maysville,  Ky. 


Loses  Second  Child 

Detroit — Charles  Collins,  veteran  road- 
show film  distributor,  lost  his  four-year- 
old  daughter,  Corrine,  November  19,  from 
pneumonia.  This  was  the  second  child 
Collins  has  lost  in  eight  months. 


William  Ershick 

Detroit — William  Ershick,  husband  of 
Mrs.  Ged  Ershick,  who  is  billing  clerk  at 
Paramount,  is  dead. 


General  Seats  for  Two 

Toledo — The  Ohio  here  and  J.  A. 
Angros’  theatre  in  Coudersport,  Pa.,  have 
been  outfitted  with  General  seats. 
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iiifofinfliioii  BUfitflu 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 
with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MTIOO  Attraction  Board  Letters 

MTlOl  Bulletin  Boards 

MT102  Cut-Out  Machines 

MT103  Display  Frames  and  Cases 

MT104  Flashers,  Sig:n 

MT105  Insert  Frames 

MT106  Lamp  Coloring 

MT107  Letter  Mounting  Units 

MT108  Marquees 

MT109  Poster  Projectors 

MTllO  Signs,  Admission 

MTlll  Signs,  Electric 

MT112  Signs,  Neon,  Zeon 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MTlCft  Air  Circulators 

MT121  Air  Conditioning  Motors 

MT122  Air  Conditioning  Systems 

MT123  Air  Filters 

MT124  Air  Washers 

MT125  Blowers 

MT126  Boilers  and  Furnaces 

MT127  Coils,  Cooling 

MT128  Compressors 

MT129  Condensers 

MT130  Cooling  Equipment 

MT131  Cooling  Towers 

MT132  Dehumidifiers 

MT133  Diffusers,  Air 

MT134  Electric  Motor  Controls 

MT135  Exhaust  Fans 

MT136  Grilles  and  Registers 

MT137  Heating  Equipment 

MT138  Oil  Burners 

MT139  Refrigeration 

MT140  Spray  Nozzles 

MT141  Stokers 


MT142  Temperature  Control  Devices 
MT143  Thermostats  and  Humidistats 
MT144  Unit  Heaters 
MT145  Ventilating  Systems 
MT146  Water  Cooling  Systems 


DECORATIONS  & FURNISHINGS 


MT155  Acoustical  Materials 
MT156  Aisle  Lights 
MT157  Boxoffices 
MT158  Carpets 
MT159  Carpet  Cushion 
MTIGO  Design  Service 
MT161  Directional  Signs 
MT162  Door  Controls 
MT163  Draperies  and  Curtains 
MT164  Drinking  Fountains 
MT165  Exit  Signs 

MT166  Foam  Rubber  Seat  Cushions 
MT167  Interior  Decoration 
MT168  Interior  Wall  Finishes 
MT169  Lounge  Furniture 
MT170  Matting,  Rubber 
MT171  Mirrors 

MT172  Ornamental  Meta)  Work 

MT173  Paint  Products 

MT174  Railings,  Lobby 

MT175  Sand  Urns 

MT176  Seating,  Auditorium 

MT177  Slip  Covers 

MT178  Speaking  Tubes 

MT179  Ticket  Choppers  and  Boxes 

MT180  Theatre  Chairs 

MT181  Upholstery  Materials 

MT182  Wall  Coverings,  Fabric 


LIGHTING 


MT190  Dimmers  and  Controls 
MT191  Effect  Lighting  Devices 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  V/ANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


MT192  Elec.  Measuring  Instruments 

MT193  Engines,  Diesel 

MT194  Fluorescent  Lamps  and  Fixtures 

MT195  Gelatine  Sheets 

MT196  Incandescent  Lamps 

MT197  Lighting  Fixtures 

MT198  Lighting  Plants,  Emergency 

MT199  Cove  Lighting 

MT200  Reflectors 

MT201  Reflector  Lamps 

MT202  Spot  and  Flood  Lamps 

MT203  Spot  and  Flood  Lights 

MT204  Storage  Batteries 

MT205  Switches,  Safety 

MT206  Switchboards 

MT207  Transformers,  Neon 


MAINTENANCE 


MT210  Bolts,  Expansion  and  Toggle 

MT211  Carpet  Spotting  Compounds 

MT212  Drills,  Rotary 

MT213  Fire  Extinguishers 

MT214  Fireproofing  Compounds 

MT215  Gum  Removers 

MT216  Safety  Ladders 

MT217  Seat  Patching  Kits 

MT218  Seating  Repairs 

MT219  Vacuum  Cleaners 


MT270  Rheostats 

MT271  Safety  Devices 

MT272  Slide  Projectors 

MT273  Sound  Projectors,  35mm 

MT274  Sound  Projectors,  16mm 

MT275  Stereopticons 

MT276  Tool  Kits 


SANITATION 


MT285  Cleansing  Compounds 

MT286  Deodorants  and  Disinfectants 

MT287  Flush  Valves 

MT288  Hand  Driers,  Electric 

MT2S9  Insecticides  and  Germicides 

MT290  Odor  Absorbers 

MT291  Ozone  Generators 

MT292  Paper  Towels  and  Cabinets 

MT293  Perfumes 

MT294  Plumbing  Fixtures 

MT295  Sanitary  Supplies 

MT296  Soaps  and  Cleansers 

MT297  Suction  Cleaners 

MT298  Washroom  Accessories 


SOUND 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT225  Coin  Changing  Machines 

MT226  Firepi'oot  Safes  and  Files 

MT227  Music  Stands 

MT228  Organs,  Electric 

MT229  Popcorn  Machines 

MT230  Popcorn  & Confection  Supplies 

MT231  Staff  Uniforms 

MT232  Tickets 

MT233  Ticket  Machines 

MT234  Water  Coolers 


MT305  Amplifiers 

MT306  Amplifier  Tubes 

MT307  Hearing  Aids 

MT308  Horn  Lifts  and  Towers 

MT309  Intercommunicating  Systems 

MT310  Lamps,  Exciter 

MT311  Lens  Assemblies,  Sound 

MT312  Microphones 

MT3I3  Photoelectric  Cells 

MT314  Public  Address  Amplifiers 

MT315  Public  Address  Systems 

MT316  Radio  Tubes 

MT317  Record  Reproducers 

MT318  Sound  Equipment,  Complete 

MT319  Sound  Heads 

MT320  Sound  Service,  Contract 

MT321  Speakers 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  11-30-40 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State. 


PROJECTION 


I 


MT240 

MT241 

MT242 

MT243 

MT244 

MT245 

MT246 

MT247 

MT248 

MT249 

MT250 

MT251 

MT252 

MT253 

MT254 

MT255 

MT256 

MT257 

MT258 

MT259 

MT260 

MT261 

MT262 

MT263 

MT264 

MT265 

MT266 

MT267 

MT268 

MT269 


Booth  Doors  and  Port® 
Carbon  Savers 
Carbon  Waste  Cans 
Change-Over  Devices 
Condensing  Lenses 
Dowsers 
Film  Cabinets 
Film  Cement 
Film  Handling  Devices 
Film  Preservatives 
Film  Reels 
Film  Rewinders 
Fire  Shutters,  Projection 
Intermittent  Movements 
Motion  Picture  Screens 
Motor  Brushes 
Motor-Generators 
Portable  Sound  Projectors 
Projection  Arc  Lamps 
Projeetion  Lenses 
Projection  Slides 
Projector  Carbons 
Projector  Parts 
Projector  Pedestals 
Rectifiers,  Bulb  Type 
Rectifiers,  Copper-Oxide 
Rectifiers,  Copper-Sulphide 
Reel-End  Signals 
Reflector  Equipment 
Rewind  Tables 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT330  Costumea 

MT331  Curtain  Controls 

MT332  Curtain  Tracks 

MT333  Stage  and  Effect  Lighting 

MT334  Stage  Hardware 

MT335  Stage  Rigging 

MT336  Stage  Scenery 


STRUCTURE 


MT340 

MT341 

MT342 

MT343 

MT344 

MT345 

MT346 

MT347 

MT348 

MT349 

MT350 

MT351 

MT352 

MT353 

MT354 


Architectural  Service 
Facing  Materials,  Exterior 
Flashed  Opal  Glass 
Flooring  Materials 
Glass  Blocks 
Insulation  Materials 
Metal  Trim  and  Mouldings 
Pipe  Hangers  and  Brackets 
Plate  Gla.ss 

Steel  and  Iron  Roofing 
Steel  and  Iron  Sheet  Metal 
Structural  Glass 
Theatre  Fronts,  Porcelain 
Theatre  Fronts.  Structural  Glass 
Wood  Veneers 
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Court  Is  Lenient  in 
Deposition  Delay 


Boston — A memorandum  opinion  by 
Judge  Peters  in  U.  S.  district  court  in 
Maine  contained  a measure  of  leniency  in 
regard  to  Samuel  Kurson,  defendant  in 
the  case  of  Millinocket  Theatres,  Inc.  vs. 
Samuel  Kurson,  et  al.,  charged  currently 
with  failing  to  appear  for  a deposition 
hearing  November  13,  before  George  S. 
Ryan,  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs. 

The  court,  in  considering  the  plaintiff’s 
plea  for  a judgment  by  default,  and  the  de- 
fendant attorney’s  plea  that  Kurson  was 
not  properly  summoned  and  that  a 
subpoena  was  not  served  upon  him,  sum- 
marized that  a sufficiency  of  notice  to  ap- 
pear was  brought  to  Kurson’s  attention, 
but  that  doubt  could  be  entertained  as  to 
whether  his  failure  to  do  so  was  wilful  or 
not. 

“On  this  point,”  said  Judge  Peters,  “I 
think  I should  hear  further  evidence,  and 
will  do  so  unless  the  parties  compose  their 
difference  and  take  the  desired  deposition, 
which  it  would  seem  could  now  be  easily 
done  by  agreement,  either  in  Bangor,  the 
residence  of  the  proposed  deponent,  or  in 
Boston,  his  temporary  residence  and  place 
of  business.  In  the  absence  of  such  a dis- 
position of  the  matter,  I will  hear  evidence 
on  the  question  of  wilfulness  and  argu- 
ment as  to  what  penalties  should  be  im- 
posed, if  any.” 


High  Court  ReaHirms 
North  Adams  Finding 

North  Adams,  Mass. — Elaborating  on  its 
recent  affirmation  of  the  finding  of  a 
jury  that  a game,  similar  to  Beano,  called 
Lucky  Strike,  operated  by  Bernard  Payne, 
manager  of  the  local  E.  M.  Loew’s  Mo- 
hawk, was  a lottery,  the  Massachusetts 
Supreme  Court,  in  a statement,  declared 
that  with  some  of  the  patrons  paying 
their  money  for  the  opportunity  to  play 
the  game  in  addition  to  seeing  the  show, 
the  element  necessary  to  a lottery — the 
payment  of  a price  for  a chance — existed. 

Refuting  the  defendant’s  contention  to 
the  contrary,  by  pointing  out  that  de- 
spite the  same  price  prevailing  on  the 
game  night  (Saturday)  as  on  two  pre- 
ceding nights  it  remained  a fact  that  no 
one  was  entitled  to  play  the  game  unless 
he  purchased  a ticket  to  the  theatre. 

“Obviously,”  commented  the  court,  “the 
purpose  of  the  defendant  in  setting  up 
the  game  was  to  induce  persons  to  buy 
tickets  to  the  theatre.  The  jury  could 
find  on  those  (Saturday)  nights  some  at 
least  of  the  patrons  paid  their  money  for 
both  opportunities  (to  see  a show  and  to 
play  the  game),  and  therefore  paid  a 
price  for  a chance  to  win.” 

In  summarizing,  the  court  declared:  “It 
is  difficult  to  see  how  any  intelligent 
jury  could  find  otherwise.  The  fact  that 
on  Thursday  and  Friday  nights  (when 
there  was  no  game)  both  the  show  and 
the  price  were  the  same  as  on  the  follow- 
ing night  was  by  no  means  conclusive 
that  those  who  paid  on  Saturday  night 
did  not  pay  in  part  for  the  chance  to 
play.” 


Bogart  and  Lupino  Co-Star 

Hollywood — Charles  Kenyon  will  do  the 
script  of  “Highway  99.”  The  'Warner  fea- 
ture will  star  Humphrey  Bogart  and  Ida 
Lupino. 


r,  -- 

Authorities  Thin 
Game  Ranks 

Boston — Police  authorities  in  Suffolk 
county  have  taken  out  all  giveaways 
such  as  Bonus,  Lucky,  Wahoo,  Beano, 
etc.,  all  card  games  in  general  with  the 
exception  of  Good  Will  Award  and  Bank 
Night  which  have  passed  because  they 
are  free. 

As  reported  last  week,  certain  thea- 
tres in  greater  Boston  were  forced  to 
omit  giveaways  which  were  scheduled 
to  go  on.  Police  stayed  on  the  premises 
until  announcements  had  been  made  and 
audiences  quieted. 

V.V  J 

Will  Equip  a Boston 
House  for  'Fantasia' 


Boston — “Fantasia,”  new  Walt  Disney 
release  which  features  the  new  sound 
equipment  of  “Fantasound,”  will  play  in 
Boston  either  at  the  Plymouth  or  the 
Keith  Memorial.  The  Plymouth  is  a legit 
house  and  has  never  been  equipped  for 
sound. 

It  takes  approximately  four  weeks  to  set 
uo  the  system  in  a theatre,  therefore,  the 
film  is  scheduled  to  play  only  a small  per- 
centage of  theatres  throughout  the  coun- 
try in  the  next  two  years. 

Equipment  consists  of  two  or  more 
standard  theatre  motion  picture  projec- 
tion machines  and  sound  equipment.  The 
film  used  in  these  mechanisms  carries  the 
sound  track  the  same  as  any  film  used 
commercially  today.  However,  additional 
equipment  must  be  installed  in  any  thea- 
tre playing  “Fantasia,”  at  a cost  approxi- 
mating $20,000.  It  is  composed  of  an  ad- 
ditional sound  mechanism  which  is  made 
up  of  four  separate  and  distinct  optical 
systems  to  allow  the  sound  to  be  trans- 
formed from  light  variations  on  the  film 
into  audible  sound. 

The  film  in  this  projector  will  have  im- 
printed on  it  four  separate  sound  tracks. 
The  separate  sound  system  is  synchronized 
with  each  operating  motion  picture  projec- 
tor. These  sound  tracks  will  be  used  only 
during  the  performance  of  “Fantasia.” 
The  regular  sound  track  on  the  film  which 
carries  the  picture  will  only  be  used  in 
case  of  emergency. 

Connected  with  this  separate  sound 
system  are  approximately  64  separate 
speaker  units  throughout  the  house,  at 
front,  sides,  and  rear.  This  will  give  the 
illusion  of  being  in  the  center  of  the  sound 
rather  than  having  the  sound  coming 
from  directly  in  front  as  usual. 


Anti-Discrimination  Law 
Violation  Brings  Fine 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — A charge  of  vio- 
lating a law  forbidding  discrimination 
against  race  or  color  cost  Athan  Prakas, 
manager  of  the  Rivoli,  $25  in  city  court 
Monday. 

The  charges,  pressed  by  the  National 
Ass’n  for  the  advancement  of  Colored 
People,  followed  complaint  by  a Negro 
couple  that  they  were  denied  orchestra 
seats,  being  told  that  these  were  not 
available,  and  upon  purchasing  balcony 
tickets,  witnessed  orchestra  seats  sold  to 
white  persons  a few  minutes  later. 


Three  Officers  Named 
As  Shea  Executors 


Boston — M.  A.  Shea,  late  circuit  opera- 
tor throughout  New  York  and  New  Eng- 
land, appointed  Dennis  F.  O’Brien,  Edward 
C.  Raftery  and  Edmund  C.  Grainger  as 
trustees  of  the  various  companies  he  con- 
trolled and  also  as  co-executors  of  his  per- 
sonal estate. 

The  business  is  to  be  held  in  trust  for 
ten  years  under  directions  quoted  in  the 
will  as  to  the  running  of  the  different 
companies. 

Grainger,  who  has  been  operating  head 
of  the  circuit  since  1936,  was  named  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  ten  of  the 
Shea  companies  and  will  fill  the  position 
which  Shea  held  on  the  board  of  directors 
of  seven  subsidiaries. 

Dennis  O’Brien,  vice-president;  E.  C. 
Raftery,  treasurer  and  assistant  secre- 
tary: Thomas  E.  Shea,  secretary;  A.  J. 
Kearney,  assistant  secretary;  George  Goett 
and  Preston  G.  Tuckerman,  assistant 
treasurers,  is  the  new  set  up  in  the  Shea 
organization  with  Grainger  at  the  head. 

The  following  companies  are  included 
under  the  Shea  banner — Shea  Theatre 
Corp.,  Erie  Amusement  Co.,  Shea  Chain, 
Inc.,  Zanesville  Theatres,  Inc.,  Jamestown 
Amusement  Co.,  State  Theatres,  Inc.,  State 
Operating  Co.,  Colonial  Theati'es  Co., 
Ashtabula  Theatres  Co.,  and  Fulton  Shea 
Theatres  Co.  Subsidiaries  are  'Washington 
Theatres  Co.,  Midland  Theatres  Co.,  New- 
ark Amusement  Co.,  United  Shea  Theatre 
Corp.,  Amherst  Theatres,  Inc.,  Tremont 
Theatres,  Inc.,  and  New  Hampshire 
Amusement. 

The  circuit  controls  21  theatres  and  is 
associated  with  Warner  Bros,  in  the 
operation  of  eight  others. 


Conn,  MPTO  Hears  Levy 
Report  Decree  Passage 

New  Haven — Holding  its  regular  No- 
vember meeting,  the  Connecticut  MPTO 
heard  a report  by  its  executive  secretary, 
Herman  M.  Levy,  on  the  exhibitor  hear- 
ing before  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  of 
the  New  York  federal  district  court  in  New 
York  that  preceded  signing  of  the  con- 
sent decree.  Elaborating  on  his  report  in 
the  organization  bulletin.  Levy  stated 
“court  room  observers  felt  that  never  be- 
fore in  the  history  of  the  industry  had  ex- 
hibitors presented  such  a united  front  in 
any  cause  affecting  them.”  Probable  costs 
of  arbitration  under  the  new  decree  were 
outlined. 

Organization  of  a state  bowling  league 
for  film  industry  representatives  was  dis- 
cussed. A few  exchanges  and  theatre 
operators  have  already  organized  teams 
and  are  playing  regularly  each  week. 

Irving  C.  Jacocks  jr.,  Branford  exhibitor 
and  vice-president  of  MPTO,  presided  in 
the  absence  of  Arthur  H.  Lockwood,  presi- 
dent. 

Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Connecticut 
met  Tuesday  at  the  Hofbrau  Haus  Resta- 
urant. Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman,  executive  secre- 
tary: Lawrence  C.  Caplan.  Barney  Calech- 
man,  Leo  Bonoff,  and  Harry  Lavietes  were 
scheduled  to  report  on  the  consent  decree 
hearing,  which  they  attended.  Report  was 
also  made  by  Shepard  Epstein  on  the  mem- 
bership campaign. 

( Consent  decree  text  appears  on  page 
17  in  this  issue). 
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QPENING  of  the  beautiful  new  Bailey 
Westville  Theatre  brings  a new  house 
to  a section  long  considered  by  present 
operators  and  other  parties  in  and  out  of 
New  Haven  . . . Long  lines  formed  Tues- 
day night  for  the  preview  opening,  for 
which  invitation  programs  had  been  dis- 
tributed. Patrons  approved  the  free  shorts 
program  and  were  sold  on  the  theatre. 
Manager  Sam  Bailey’s  speech  of  welcome 
grew  warmer  and  more  eloquent  with  each 
repetition  during  the  day.  Bouquets  go 
to  Marian  Bailey,  wife  of  Myer  Bailey,  for 
her  interior  decorations.  Admissions  are 
15  cents  matinees,  except  Sundays  and 
holidays,  20  cents  to  4 p.  m.;  evenings,  30 
cents,  including  tax. 

Cannon’s  100-seater  was  scheduled  to 
open  Sunday,  November  24,  or  shortly 
thereafter  . . . Grand  Theatre,  Inc.,  took 
permit  in  amount  of  $1,000  for  erection 
of  a V-shaped  marquee.  Admission  will  be 
upped  at  this  house  from  15  to  28  cents 
. . . Rumor  of  some  change  in  operators 
of  the  Alcazar,  Naugatuck,  George  Rab- 
bott-Lou  Anger  house  . . . Also  that  the 
Beacoii  Falls,  Conn.,  dance  hall  may  be 
converted  into  a theatre  . . . And  that  Joe 
Faith  of  Terryville,  Unionville.  and  Collins- 
ville will  convert  the  Red  Men’s  Hall  in 
Bristol  mto  a lOQ-seater.  Work  ivas  sched- 
uled to  begin  this  week  . . . Strand  Amuse- 
ment Co.  has  started  renovation  of  the 
Strand  Palace,  Bridgeport. 

Certificate  of  incorporation  filed  for  the 
Crown  Amusement  Co.,  New  Haven,  with 
$50,000  authorized  capital,  commencing 
business  with  $2,500.  Incorporators  are 
Catherine  Anderson,  Gregory  Dunn,  and 
Frank  Genevich  of  West  Haven  . . . The 
Film-Flow  Corp.  of  Norwalk  has  for  in- 
corporators Herbert  A.  Pelton  of  Bridge- 
port, Leslie  N.  Davis  and  Frank  H.  Cross 
of  Norwalk  . . . Cases  of  S&S  Corp.  and 
Middlesex  Theatre,  Inc.,  against  Salvatore 
Adorno  wound  up  with  filing  of  attorney’s 
briefs  on  the  law  involved  and  now  await 
decision  . . . Bald  Eagle  Productions  pre- 
viewed four  16mm  films  for  an  invitation 
audience  in  the  Bristol  Room  of  the 
YMCA  Sunday  evening. 

Manager  Edward  Sokolowsky  of  the 
Plainfield  Theatre  is  for  the  second  time 
father  of  a baby  boy.  Michael,  born  at 
Backus  Hospital,  Norwich,  weighing  eight 
pounds,  nine  and  one-half  ounces  . . . L. 
Brown,  manager  of  the  Lyric,  New  Haven, 
is  daddy  to  a five  and  one-half  pound 
girl,  not  yet  named  . . . Harold  Eskin,  Stam- 
ford and  Newark  exhibitor,  returned  to 
New  Haven,  the  old  home  town,  to  have 
his  tonsils  removed,  and  left  Wednesday 
for  Florida,  where  he  will  recuperate  . . . 
Morris  Joseph,  Universal  manager,  now  on 
the  mend  at  home,  is  awaiting  doctor’s 
permission  to  leave  for  a southern  vaca- 
tion. 


Arthur  H.  Lockwood  is  on  a New  Or- 
leans cruise  . . . Carmen  Mascoli,  manager 
of  the  Alhambra,  Waterbury,  was  recent- 
ly married  to  Grace  Rossi,  daughter  of 
the  owner  of  the  theatre,  and  the  couple 
is  motoring  south.  Carmen  was  guest  at  a 
bachelor  dinner  at  Suzzo’s  Grille,  attended 
by  Filmites  Tom  Donaldson,  Lou  Wech- 
sler,  Edward  Ruff,  Henry  Germain,  Earl 
Wright,  Milton  Hyams,  Lou  Ginsberg  and 
William  Hutchinson  . . . Earl  Wright,  20th- 
Fox  salesman,  will  be  off  with  his  family 
for  some  fishing  at  St.  Petersburg,  Fla., 
December  22  . . . Tom  Donaldson  also  start- 
ing to  talk  about  a Florida  vacation. 


Louis  and  Myer  Schine  and  the  ladies 
were  in  from  Gloversville  for  the  Yale- 
Harvard  game  and  guests  of  the  Harry  F. 
Shaws.  Also  Lou  Wemberg  of  Columbia, 
New  York. 


I.  H.  Rogovin,  Lou  Astor,  Charles  Morse, 
Mrs.  Arthur  Lockwood,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis 
Gordon,  Herman  Mintz  and  daughter, 
Margery,  also  at  the  Yale  Bowl  Saturday 
. . . Arthur  DeTitta  of  Movietone  News 
and  Mrs.  DeTitta  were  in  for  Thanksgiving 
as  the  guests  of  the  Lou  Browns  . . . El- 
wood  Russell  ate  his  turkey  with  the 
Robert  Russells  after  several  months  at  the 
Juillard  School  . . . Charlotte  Main,  sec- 
retary to  Jack  Findlay  of  Mystic  and 
Westerly,  is  on  the  brink  of  an  announce- 
ment . . . Findlay  leaves  this  week  for 
Greensboro,  N.  C.,  to  visit  his  daughter. 

John  Sirica,  former  manager  of  the 
Strand,  Thompsonville,  is  now  doing  Na- 
tional Defense  investigation  in  the  same 
city  . . . George  Weber  invited  to  photo- 
graph the  Red  Skins  vs.  Giants  pro  foot- 
ball game  in  New  York  . . . Lou  Schaefer, 
Paramount  Theatre  manager,  spent 
Thanksgiving  with  his  brother,  Fred,  op- 
erator of  the  Broadway , Newburgh,  N.  Y. 
. . . Metro  auditor  William  Marsh  re- 
porting at  home  office  after  two  weeks  in 
New  Haven  . . . Shamrock,  Sam  Weiss’ 
jumper,  took  several  honors  at  the  Madi- 
son Square  Garden  horse  show  . . . Homer 
Downey  of  Advertising  Accessories,  Inc. 
out  several  days  with  an  injured  back. 

Highlight  of  the  Loew-Poli  ushers  party 
was  Harry  Shaw  leading  a Conga  snake 
dance  a la  “Strike  Up  the  Band”  on  the 
Seven  Gables  floor  . . . Frank  Manente, 
Poll,  New  Haven  student  assistant,  and 
Grace  Cocca,  waltzed  to  the  tune  of  a 
$5.00  cash  prize,  offered  annually  by  Harry 
Shaw  for  the  best  exhibition  in  three- 
quarter  time  . . . Bob  Russell  and  Max 
Resnick  made  a charming  couple  . . . 
Marshall  Blevins  could  win  any  jitterbug 
contest. 

Sam  Lind's  new  Cash  Quiz  may  get  a 
try  at  the  Plaza,  Worcester,  around  Christ- 
mas . . . James  Plunkett  and  Eddie  Mc- 
Avoy  of  Select  Attractions  up  from  New 
York  to  see  Harry  Shaw,  and  book  “Adol- 
escence” at  the  Globe,  Bridgeport  Decern- 


Steve  Broidy's  Boost 
Brings  Fete  Dec.  3 


Boston  — The  appointment  of  Steve 
Broidy  to  the  position  of  general  sales 
manager  and  vice-president  of  Monogram 
was  confirmed  with  the  resignation  of  Ed- 
ward A.  Golden  last  week  Wednesday. 
Broidy  officially  takes  up  the  reigns  of  his 
new  post  December  2 at  Monogram  offices 
on  the  coast,  but  is  not  due  there  until  a 
later  date. 

A testimonial  dinner  is  being  tendered 
the  present  Boston  head  of  Monogram 
Tuesday  evening,  December  3,  at  the  Hotel 
Statler.  Morey  Goldstein,  chairman  of  the 
committeee  in  charge  of  the  affair,  is  is- 
suing letters  to  film  district  friends  notify- 
ing of  the  affair. 


ber  8,  9,  10  . . . Shaw  is  also  trying  to  se- 
cure a Leon  Janney  personal  appearance 
for  December  7 . . . Paramount  had  a 
Thanksgiving  Eve  11:30  p.  m.  opening  of 
“NWMP,”  after  which  the  engagement 
opened  officially  10  a.  m.  Thursday  . . . 
Matinee  prices  will  be  35-44  cents  to  6 
daily  except  Thanksgiving  Day,  when  the 
change  went  into  effect  at  1 p.  m.  Eve- 
nings are  50-65  cends  . . . Only  Poli  mid- 
night show  Thanksgiving  was  at  the  Poli, 
Worcester,  featuring  “Bitter  Sweet”  . . . 
I.  Levine  sold  his  combination  horror  show, 
“The  Face  at  the  Window”  and  “Torso 
Murder”  to  Warner  for  six  houses  and  to 
the  Fine  Arts,  Westport. 

Mme.  Zelaine  will  answer  questions  at 
Casey  & Wheeler’s  Mamaroneck  Playhouse 
December  8-14  . . . Plainfield  using  Prog- 
ressive’s 20-week  utility  ware  deal  . . . 
Walnut  Beach  summer  cottages  rented  as 
Sikorsky  increases  employe  staff  . . . Phil 
Baker  is  co-starred  with  Bill  Robinson  in 
new  musical  revue  “All  in  Fun”  at  the 
Shubert  . . . Ice  Capades  at  Arena  cutting 
into  downtown  business  . . . Joe  Faith’s  of- 
fice in  Terryville  plastered  with  trophies 
from  all  parts  of  the  globe  . . . Sam  Ger- 
maine, 20th-Fox  booking  manager,  cele- 
brates his  25th  wedding  anniversary  De- 
cember 7th  . . . Mrs.  William  Hutchinson 
recuperating  from  an  operation  at  Grace 
Hospital  . . . Earl  Wright  is  driving  a new 
Pontiac  . . . Sam  Meadow,  former  operator 
of  the  Life,  Meriden  (now  the  Capitol) 
died  here  last  week. 

Robert  Schwartz,  operator  of  the  Park 
Playhouse,  Thomaston,  has  furnished  his 
new  home  in  Waterbury  and  is  entertain- 
ing extensively  . . . Joe  Samartano  of  the 
Palace,  Meriden,  tied  up  with  local  services 
clubs  on  the  annual  Thanksgiving  food 
show  . . . Also  had  a shorts  show  and  dis- 
tributed food  Wednesday  morning  at  the 
theatre  . . . For  “Tin  Pan  Alley”  Robert 
Russell  and  Nat  Rubin  had  a replica  of  a 
music  counter  in  the  lobby,  with  Freda 
Sivirsky  of  WELI  playing  the  numbers  on 
a piano  moved  in  for  the  occasion  and 
Edith  Kramer  smging  in  the  lobby  and 
in  Kresge’s  . . . Performance  went  on  twice 
an  evening  for  5 days  before  opening  . . . 
Theatre  plugged  sheet  music  sale  at 
Kresge’s  and  store  plugged  the  picture. 

Student  assistant  Michael  Piccirillo  of 
the  Bijou  planted  17  local  window  displays 
on  “Down  Argentine  Way”  . . . Student 
Molly  Stickler  of  the  Poli,  Waterbury, 
whipped  up  a full  page  of  coop  ads  on 
“Escape”  . . . Lou  Schaefer  put  out  special 
window  cards  on  “NWMP,”  went  in  for  a 
big  advertising  campaign  . . . distributed 
300  study  guides  and  placed  20  sets  of 
colored  stills  in  the  schools  . . . used  book 
marks  in  the  library  ...  20  spot  announce- 
ments on  WBRY  and  WELI  . . . and  made 
tieups  with  local  merchants. 


Rudolph  Frank,  Harris 
Bros,  Publicist,  Wed 

Hartford — The  marriage  of  Elisa  S. 
Petrovich,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  I. 
Petrovich  of  Bridgeport,  to  Rudolph  Frank, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Frank  of 
Bridgeport,  and  also  publicity  director  at 
the  Harris  Brothers’  State,  Hartford,  was 
held  last  Wednesday  morning  in  the 
Church  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  Bridge- 
port. After  the  ceremony,  the  couple  left 
on  a wedding  trip. 
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S6rS  Adorno  Suit  Proceeds 
As  Court  Hears  Argument 

Middletown,  Conn. — The  trial  of  the 
suits  of  the  S&S  Corp.,  and  others  against 
Salvatore  Adorno  and  others  and  of 
Franklyn  Arrigoni  and  others  against  the 
same  defendants  drew  near  a day  of  com- 
pletion last  Friday  here  as  Judge  Ernest 
C.  Simpson  of  the  Middletown  superior 
court  began  hearing  arguments.  Judge 
William  H.  Haddon  of  New  Haven,  Conn., 
began  the  session  last  Friday  with  the 
first  argument  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  was 
to  be  followed  by  Howard  W.  Alcorn  of 
Hartford,  and  then  Robert  P.  Butler,  also 
of  Hartford,  was  to  give  the  argument  for 
the  defense. 

During  the  trial,  which  lasted  16  days, 
attorneys  summoned  and  examined,  and 
then  cross-examined  53  witnesses,  three  of 
them  being  witnesses  called  upon  by  both 
sides.  During  the  trial,  attorneys  sub- 
mitted to  the  court  a total  of  135  exhibits 
of  documentary  nature. 

In  court  last  Friday  morning  also  were 
Attorney  Allen  L.  Brown  jr.,  and  Attorney 
Carlos  Ellis  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Attor- 
ney Paul  Volpe  of  Hartford,  a law  part- 
ner of  Mr.  Butler,  who  assisted  in  the 
defense. 

The  suits  came  about  as  results  of  the 
dissolution  of  the  Middletown  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  in  which  the  partners  were  the  S&S 
Corp.,  Middlesex  Theatre,  and  the  Adornos. 

Western  Mass.  Theatres 
Holds  Managers'  Parley 

Springfield,  Mass. — A meeting  of  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc., 
house  managers  was  held  last  Tuesday  at 
the  Broadway  Theatre  building  headquart- 
ers of  the  circuit. 

In  attendance  were:  Louis  Levine,  Rivoli, 
Chicopee;  C.  Fredericks,  Garden,  Green- 
field; George  Labbe,  Victory,  and  Milton 
Weinstein  of  the  Strand,  Holyoke;  Thomas 
W.  Chatburn,  Richmond,  North  Adams; 
Francis  Faille,  Paramount,  Northampton; 
David  D.  Perkins,  Plaza,  Northampton; 
Eddie  Dowings  of  the  Capitol,  and  Francis 
Beaupre,  Strand,  Pittsfield;  Louis  Marcks, 
Strand,  Westfield;  Norman  Prager,  Palace, 
Pittsfield;  and  Clifford  Boyd,  Paramount, 
Brattleboro,  Vt. 

Springfield  house  managers  present  were 
George  W.  Coleman,  Arcade;  Charlie  R. 
Smith,  Broadway;  and  Edward  Smith, 
Paramount.  Nathan  E.  and  Samuel  Gold- 
stein presided. 

Proceed  With  Construction 
At  Wethersfield.  Conn. 

Wethersfield,  Conn. — Construction  on 
the  Wethersfield  Theatre  here  is  going 
ahead  steadily,  although  the  backers  de- 
cline to  say  anything  regarding  a proposed 
opening  date. 

Behind  the  project  is  the  Webster  Co. 
of  Hartford,  which  is  run  by  the  Schulman 
family,  who  operate  the  Webster,  Rivoli 
(Hartford),  and  Plaza  (Windsor).  When 
completed,  the  theatre  will  be  the  only 
motion  picture  situation  in  this  southern 
suburb  of  Hartford. 


Subs  for  Sugarman 

Hartford — While  David  Sugarman,  man- 
ager of  the  Warner  Farmington  Ave. 
Colonial,  has  been  ill  at  the  St.  Francis 
Hospital  here,  Hugh  Campbell,  manager  of 
the  WB’s  Farmington  Ave.  Central  (West 
Hartford) , has  been  managing  both  situa- 
tions. 


JJATHAN  YAMINS,  chairman  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  Allied,  attended 
the  hearing  before  Judge  Goddard  on  the 
consent  decree  in  New  York  . . . Dan  Mur- 
phy of  Loring  Hall  in  Hingham  was  seen 
booking  in  the  film  district  . . . Likewise 
for  Ben  Gold,  manager  and  operator  of 
the  Park  in  Nashua,  N.  H. 

G.  N.  Beede  of  the  Strand  in  Westboro 
has  remodeled  the  front  of  his  Massa- 
chusetts theatre  . . . Thanksgiving  baskets 
are  being  distributed  by  the  film  district 
through  the  Salesmen’s  Club  and  the 
Friars  Club  to  the  needy  film  district  as- 
sociates. 

The  M-G-M  Pep  Club  held  a nomina- 
tion of  officers,  Thursday.  The  election  is 
set  for  December  2 . . . The  new  Ludlow 
Theatre,  Vermont,  did  not  open  as  sched- 
uled on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

E.  T.  Bradley  of  the  Champlain  in 
Swanton  was  in  from  that  Vermoyit  com- 
munity visiting  old  film  district  friends 
. . . Merton  Carr,  manager  of  the  Ran- 
dolph in  Randolph,  N.  H.,  now  is  com- 
muting between  that  town  and  Gorham, 
N.  H.,  managing  both  houses  for  the  new 
owner. 

Fred  Bedard  sr.,  operator  of  the  Belle- 
vue in  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  was  in  the  film  dis- 
trict . . . Fred  jr.  was  recently  elected 
state  senator  in  Vermont. 

Don  McCray,  formerly  connected  with 
the  J.  E.  MacCauley  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
Peerless  Projection  equipment,  as  contact 
man,  is  ill  at  his  home  m Melrose  . . . “The 
Great  Dictator”  is  meeting  with  difficul- 
ties in  certain  South  American  countries 
which  have  barred  the  Chaplin  film. 

RKO  exchange  in  Boston  is  scheduled 
to  move  into  new  headquarters  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Winchester  and  Arlington  Streets 
in  the  film  district  by  January  1.  The 
building  is  in  the  process  of  being  re- 
modeled. 


ir  CO)  M 

Tom  Spry  of  Scituate,  former  head  of 
First  National  and  Warners  in  Boston  for 
many  years,  was  visiting  on  Filmrow  . . . 
Bob  Gordon,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Braintree  Theatre  for  Lockwood  & Gor- 
doji,  returned  to  Boston  to  do  relief  man- 
aging for  the  circuit  between  Braintree 
and  the  Cameo  in  South  Weymouth. 

The  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  under 
the  direction  of  Arthur  K.  Howard,  busi- 
ness manager,  held  a meeting  Tuesday  at 
headquarters  in  the  film  district  . . . Shep- 
ard Epstein,  field  manager  and  assistant  to 
Arthur  K.  Howard,  was  in  New  Haven 
canvassing  theatres  for  membership  into 
the  organization  in  accordance  with  the 
recent  agreement  between  the  Boston  and 
Connecticut  groups. 

Loew’s  State  and  Orphemn  theatres  fea- 
tured football  night  with  the  showing  of 
the  Boston  College-Georgetown  game  by 
Managers  Fred  Greenway  and  Hoivard 
Burkhardt  respectively . 

Miss  Pauline  Mendelson,  manager  of  the 
Strand  in  Boston,  returned  to  work  after* 
three  weeks  absence  because  of  illness  . . . 
The  proposed  trip  of  the  Boston  Friars 
Club  to  the  Harvard-Yale  game  in  New 
Haven  last  Saturday  was  called  off  be- 
cause of  bad  weather. 

Spero  Latchis,  chain  operator  in  Brat- 
tleboro, Vt.,  ivas  booking  at  the  Warner 
Exchaiige  . . . Joseph  Liss,  manager  of  the 
Strand  in  Clinton,  became  the  father  of  a 
baby  girl  two  iveeks  ago. 

F.  E.  Lieberman  plans  to  have  his  new 
house  in  Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester, 
ready  about  the  first  of  the  year.  The 
house  will  seat  1,300  and  is  being  outfitted 
by  Capitol  . . . Doris  Berman,  United  Art- 
ist employe,  is  to  be  married  December  8 
to  Nat  Levin  of  the  Monogram  office  in 
Boston. 

“South  of  Suez”  was  screened  last  week 
by  Warners  at  the  20th-Fox  screening 
room. 
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CONGRATULATIONS  are  in  order  for 
Jack  Marcus,  billposter  for  the  Loew’s 
Poll,  who,  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  November 
28,  celebrated  his  28th  anniversary  in  show 
business  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  A1  Anders  of  the 
Bijou  are  contemplating  a winter  vacation 
in  Florida  . . . Plaza,  Salem,  which  was 
run  for  many  years  by  Philip  Bloomberg, 
has  been  taken  over  by  the  E.  M.  Loew 
circuit  . . . Ruth  “Cookie”  Hurley,  usherette 
at  the  Loew’s  Poll,  who  has  been  recuper- 
ating after  an  appendicitis  operation,  is 
due  back  at  work  next  week  . . . Harry  F. 
Shaw,  Loew’s  Poli  district  chief,  and  Louis 
Albert  Brown,  Loew’s  Poli  publicist,  visited 
Manager  George  E.  Freeman  of  the  local 
Loew’s  Poli  last  Tuesday,  in  regard  to  ex- 
ploitation on  “Escape,”  which  opened  at 
that  theatre  last  Thursday. 

Mabel  Moccia,  cashier  at  the  Art,  and 
Frankie  Bodge,  formerly  an  Art  usher 
who  were  married  November  16,  have  re- 
turned to  town,  after  having  honeymooned 
up  iji  Maine  . . . Dorothy  Bonney  is  a new 
relief  usherette  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  . . . 
James  J.  Bloom,  Goldstein  Brothers’  Para- 
mount assitant  chief  of  service,  now  has 
his  day  off  on  Wednesday  . . . Mary  Man- 
ning, receptionist  for  the  Western  Massa- 
chusetts Theatres,  Inc.,  circuit,  was  ill  for 
several  days  . . . William  “Billy”  Nordstrom, 
advertising  director  at  the  Broadway,  had 
a bad  cold  . . . Lobby  at  the  E.  M.  Loew’s 
Court  Square  has  new  display  frames. 

Joseph  N.  Anstead,  manager  of  the  Loew- 
Poli  Elm  Street,  Worcester,  was  host  to  15 
English  refugees  at  a showing  of  “The 
Great  Dictator”  . . . Arcade  Marcoux, 
manager  of  the  Baylies  Square,  New  Bed- 
ford, has  had  lounges  at  that  theatre  re- 
novated . . . Raymond  Title,  manager  of 
the  Harry  Arthur  Art,  Springfield,  was  a 
Boston  film  district  visitor  last  week  . . . 
Rudy  Frank,  director  of  publicity  for  the 
State,  Hartford,  and  Elisa  Petrovich  of 
Bridgeport  are  now  one  . . . Harry  Green 
of  Alexander  Previews  Co.  was  in  town 
the  other  day. 

Joe  Jerauld,  assistant  to  Harry  Smith, 
division  manager  and  publicity  chief  for 
the  Western  Massachusetts  Theatres,  Die., 
circuit,  spent  last  weekend  in  New  York  . . . 
Broadway , in  addition  to  regular  show  last 
Friday  night,  presented  a drum  competi- 
tion on  its  stage  . . . E.  M.  Loew’s  Mohawk, 
North  Adams,  under  the  managership  of 
Bernard  Payne,  will  celebrate  its  second 
anniversary  next  month  . . . Service  staffs 
at  the  State,  New  Bedford,  now  have  new 
uniforms  . . . Tommy  Loftus  of  the  Loew’s 
Poli,  Worcester,  is  quite  a football  fan  . . . 
Eddie  Lynch  of  the  Warner,  Worcester,  ivas 
in  Boston  recently. 

Manager  Andrew  A.  Sette  of  the  Capitol 
here  was  guest  last  Saturday  of  Michael 
Zandan,  editor-in-chief  of  the  Springfield 
Free  Press,  at  the  Yale-Harvard  game  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.  . . . Benny’s  Delicates- 
sen, which,  in  years  past,  was  known 
throughout  western  Massachusetts  as  one 
serving  the  local  film  trade,  has  reopened 
on  Ferry  St.,  Springfield  . . . Local  trade 
will  be  glad  when  the  Springfield  profes- 
sional football  season  is  over,  due  to  the 
fact  that  games  have  been  drawing  as 
many  as  from  5,000  to  10,000  prospective 
theatre  patrons  each  week  . . . Herman 
Rifkin  of  the  Rifkin  circuit  was  in  town 
last  fortnight  to  look  over  his  houses.  From 
here,  he  left  by  airplane  for  Los  Angeles 
on  a business  trip. 

“The  Howards  of  Virginia”  did  terrific 
business  at  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  Court  Square 
last  week,  with  SRO  in  effect  quite  a few 


times  . . . Carl  Jamroga,  manager  of  the 
Forest  Park  Phillips,  due  to  illness,  spent 
some  days  in  Rockville,  Conn.,  recuperat- 
ing at  his  parents’  home.  William  B. 
Powell,  division  manager  of  the  Rifkin 
circuit,  of  which  the  Phillips  is  a part, 
handled  that  theatre. 

Alice  Patterson,  formerly  relief  cashier 
at  the  State  St.  Arcade,  is  now  full-time 
cashier  at  that  theatre  . . . Anthony  T. 
DeCaro,  assistant  manager  at  the  WB  Cap- 
itol, now  has  his  day  off  on  Tuesday  . . . 
In  Boston  last  Saturday  was  William  B. 
Poweil,  division  manager  of  the  Rifkin  cir- 
cuit . . . Holyoke  Theatre,  Holyoke,  a 
Lieberman  house,  is  offering  flesh  three 
days  a week — Monday,  Tuesday,  and 
Wednesday  . . . For  the  first  time  in  some 
years,  the  Paramount  upped  prices  a few 
cents  on  a picture  show  wnen  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  opened  at  that  theatre 
last  Thursday,  after  a great  exploitation 
campaign  on  the  part  of  Manager  Edward 
Smith,  and  his  assistants,  Raymond  R. 
Cronin,  and  Gilbert  B.  Bevins. 

Vaudeville  at  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  Court 
Square  has  been  packing  ’em  of  late,  re- 
ports Ernest  W . Whitford,  house  assistant 
manager  . . . Owen  Holmes,  formerly  owner 
of  the  Auto-Vision  Theatre,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
has  been  filling  in  at  the  Gardeji’s  booth 
in  place  of  Louis  Lambert,  Garden  staff 
projectionist,  who  is  confined  to  Spring- 
field  Isolation  Hospital  with  scarlet  fever. 
In  order  to  cheer  Lambert  up,  the  boys  at 
the  Local  186,  lATSE,  here,  had  case  of 
Coca  Cola  sent  to  him  at  the  hospital. 

Esther  Yamins,  niece  of  Nathan  Yamins, 
theatre  operator  in  Fall  River,  was  mar- 
ried to  Norman  Zalkind  recently  . . . Lyric, 
in  Fitchburg,  recently  held  a special  Sat- 
urday morning  show,  at  which  both  roller 
skates  and  football  outfits  were  given 
away  ...  A new  price  schedule  has  been 
instituted  into  the  M&P’s  Strand.  Taun- 
ton, for  Sunday  matinees. 

E.  M.  Loew’s  Court  Square,  local  second- 
run  house  and  sponsor  of  flesh,  will  re- 
turn to  first-run  in  the  near  future,  re- 
ports Manager  Bert  Jackson. 

George  Landers  of  the  E.  M.  Loew’s, 
Hartford,  attended  the  world  premiere  in 
Tucson,  Arizona,  of  the  picture,  “Arizona” 
. . . Manager  Freddie  Frechette  of  the 
Garden,  Springfield,  was  in  Boston  . . . 
Harry  Smith,  division  manager  of  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.,  cir- 
cuit, made  a swing  around  the  circuit  . . . 
Charlie  DiSciacca,  Loew’s  Poli  student  as- 
sistant, hopes  to  be  able  to  see  some  more 
big  football  games  in  New  York  before 
the  season  closes. 

Hopes  of  a Springfield  bowling  league, 
to  be  composed  of  local  theatres’  em- 
ployes, have  fallen  through,  due,  partly, 
to  the  draft. 

Manager  George  W.  Coleman  of  the 
Arcade  reported  good  business  with  “The 
Ramparts  We  Watch”  . . . Morris  Joseph, 
manager  of  the  Universal,  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  exchange,  has  been  recuperating 
at  home  after  a long  illness  in  New  Haven’s 
Grace  Hospital  . . . Pearce  Parkhurst, 
formerly  in  charge  of  the  Merrimack 
Park  Drive-In,  Methuen,  Mass.,  is  now 
managing  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  Larcom,  Bever- 
ly, Mass. 

Melvin  M.  Aro?ison,  chief  of  the  Para- 
mount service  staff,  was  in  Worcester 
last  week,  while  Hy  Nozak,  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  Arcade,  made  a trip  to  Hart- 
ford . . . Manager  George  E.  Freeman  of 


Twenty-Nine  to  Catholic 
Guild  Retreat  Nov.  15-17 

Boston — The  Catholic  Motion  Picture 
Guild  held  its  Annual  Autumn  Retreat  at 
Campion  Hall  in  North  Andover  the  week- 
end of  November  15-17.  Under  the  super- 
vision of  Frank  C.  Lydon,  the  Guild  has 
now  reached  a total  of  45  which  includes 
six  new  members.  Attendance  at  the 
Autumn  Retreat  totaled  29. 

The  recent  group  was  under  the  guid- 
ance of  John  T.  McGrory,  S.  J.  during 
their  weekend  of  prayer.  Those  able  to 
attend  were: 

Max  Burlone  of  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice; Jerry  Callahan,  Bill  Murphy  and 
Matthew  Moriarty  of  Universal;  Ed  Car- 
roll  of  the  Stuart  Theatre;  William  Doyle 
of  the  Broadway  in  South  Boston  with 
guests.  Dr.  J.  Carroll  and  Dr.  A1  Moloney. 

Frank  Lydon  and  Herb  Colley  of  the 
Hamilton  in  Dorchester,  Maurice  Corkery 
of  the  Central  Square,  Cambridge;  Jerry 
Crowley,  Matt  Donohue  and  Herb  Dono- 
van of  the  Metro  Exchange;  Tom  Duane  of 
Paramount;  Edward  Fallon  of  Station  4, 
Boston  Police;  Pat  GUI  of  the  Old  Colony 
I'lim  Transfer. 

Chet  Grenier  of  the  Film  District  Print 
Shop;  Ralph  Gridley  of  the  Broadway 
Theatre;  Major  Patrick  F.  Healey  of  the 
state  censorship  board;  Herb  Higgins,  head 
of  Higgins  Booking  Service;  Frank  Mc- 
Manus of  M&P. 

Dan  Murphy  of  Loring  Hall,  Hingham; 
Tom  O’Brien,  Monogram  Exchange;  An- 
drew Platt  of  the  Boston  Record-Adver- 
tiser; Prank  Rahilly  of  RKO;  Joe  RahUly 
of  Metro;  Will  Sampey,  guest  of  Frank 
Rahilly,  and  Frank  Wolf  of  the  National 
Screen  Service. 

Plans  are  being  formed  to  hold  an  an- 
nual Memorial  Mass  at  one  of  the  film 
district  churches,  probably  early  in 
February. 


"Cash  Quiz"  Screening 
In  Boston  December  10 

Boston — Another  screening  of  “Cash 
Quiz,”  new  film  game,  will  be  held  at  the 
M-G-M  screening  room  on  Tuesday,  De- 
cember 10,  at  11:00  a.  m.,  it  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Sam  Lind,  sales  representa- 
tive who  is  headquartering  at  40  Church 
Street  in  the  Boston  film  district. 

The  reason  for  the  extra  screening  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  so  many  exhibitors 
missed  the  first  showing  held  a month 
ago.  Since  then,  many  New  England  cir- 
cuits have  shown  an  interest  in  this  new 
giveaway,  such  as  the  M&P  Theatres  Corp., 
Rifkin  circuit,  and  others. 

All  New  England  exhibitors  are  heartily 
invited  to  attend. 


Teamed  on  "Warning" 

Hollywood — Warner’s  has  teamed  Fred- 
erick Toberg  and  Ben  Markson  to  script 
“Night  Warning,”  story  of  the  Royal  Air 
Force. 


the  Loew’s  Poli,  assisted  by  Boyd  Taylor 
Sparrow,  assistant  manager,  and  Charlie 
DiSciacca,  student  assistant,  put  over  a 
great  “Escape”  campaign  last  week  . . . 
Joseph  Egan,  assistant  engineer  at  the 
Paramou7it,  who  was  rushed  to  Springfield 
Hospital  for  an  emergency  operation  the 
other  day,  has  been  recuperating . Buddy 
Williams  is  filling  in  meanwhile. 
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Fleisher  Leads  Fourth 
Talk  on  Management 


Boston — The  fourth  in  the  series  of  lec- 
tures on  “Theatre  Management”  being  con- 
ducted by  Arthur  L.  Tuohy  was  success- 
fully given  with  Ted  Fleisher,  Interstate 
Theatres’  booker,  as  guest  speaker  for  the 
evening. 

Fleisher  cited  the  ultimate  success  of 
booking  as  being  a question  of  judgment 
and  experience.  It  would  be  almost  im- 
possible for  a booker  to  view  each  pic- 
ture which  he  plans  for  his  circuit  or 
theatre,  so  that  he  relies  on  reviews  a 
great  deal  on  which  to  base  his  choice.  It 
is  best,  of  course,  Fleisher  stated,  to  see 
those  pictures  which  it  is  possible  to  see 
before  booking,  as  an  “A”  picture  some- 
times turns  out  a “poor”  picture  and  vice 
versa. 

The  meaning  of  “block  booking,”  its 
practices,  and  ultimate  results  were  ex- 
plained at  great  length — questions  were 
answered  as  the  lecture  went  along.  Per- 
centage deals  and  flat  rentals  also  came 
in  for  discussion. 

Fleisher  spoke  in  detail  about  contracts, 
displaying  one  (blank)  to  the  group.  He 
warned  future  managers  to  keep  records  of 
playdates,  confirmations,  etc.,  very  care- 
fully as  they  are  vital  records  which  can 
come  up  again  and  again. 

“Fantasia”  and  “GWTW”  were  discussed 
as  separate  deals — outside  contract  quotas 
and  their  effect  on  future  runs. 

One  Out  of  30  Films 
Gets  Deletion  Order 

Boston — Only  one  in  a list  of  30  motion 
pictures  to  go  before  the  bureau  of  Sunday 
censorship,  department  of  public  safety, 
was  deleted  for  showing  on  the  Sabbath. 
“Papa’s  Mazurka”  has  the  following  dele- 
tions; “Scene  showing  girl  in  bath-house; 
scene  showing  girl  on  stage  exposing  bare 
thigh;  in  part  2.  All  scenes  showing  girl 
in  scant  lingerie  in  bedroom,  in  part  4.” 
This  film  is  released  by  Esperia  Film  Co., 
1650  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

On  the  approved  list  were  M-G-M’s 
“Bitter  Sweet,”  Republic’s  “Melody  Ranch” 
and  Universal’s  “One  Night  in  the  Tropics.” 

Westville,  Conn.,  Theatre 
Design  Is  Ultra-Modern 

New  Haven,  Conn. — The  new  750-seat 
Westville,  which  opened  here  November 
19,  is  the  newest  house  utilizing  new 
acoustical  developments  in  design  and  ma- 
terial, which  eliminates  dust-collecting 
properties.  The  house  was  designed  by 
Ben  Schlanger,  New  York  architect,  and 
C.  C.  Potwin  of  the  Erpi  acoustical  re- 
search department. 

Other  houses  utilizing  the  new  develop- 
ments are  the  Whitney  in  Hamden,  Conn., 
and  a house  in  Rock  Hill,  S.  C. 

Tommy  Mailer  to  Florida 
For  an  Indeiinite  Stay 

Hartford — Tommy  Mailer,  manager  of 
the  WB’s  northend  Lenox,  left  here  last 
Monday  for  an  indefinite  stay  in  Florida, 
during  which  time  he  will  recuperate  from 
a collapsed  lung,  which  occurred  while 
having  his  tonsils  out  at  the  Mt.  Sinai 
Hospital  in  Hartford  some  weeks  ago. 

Robert  Grogan,  assistant  manager  at 
the  State  in  Manchester,  is  currently  hand- 
ling the  Lenox. 
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CONNECTICUT  THEATRES  had  a break 
'^this  past  month,  what  with  holidays 
on  both  November  21  and  28.  No  Hart- 
ford houses  planned  special  November  21 
shows,  although  many  situations  were  to 
have  had  holiday  showings  of  their  films 
on  Thursday  of  this  week. 

Donald  Peterson,  usher  at  the  Rialto, 
recuperated  from  injuries  received  in  an 
automobile  accident  recently,  is  back  at 
work  . . . Harries  Harrison,  Hartford  mo- 
tion picture  service  man,  was  in  New 
York  last  Monday  . . . Bernard  William 
Levy,  district  manager  of  the  Frederick  E. 
Lieberman  Theatres  in  Hartford  and  Hol- 
yoke, Mass.,  was  in  Boston  on  business. 

“Escape”  did  SRO  business  at  the  Loew’s 
Poli  throughout  its  engagement  at  that 
theatre  . . . Charlie  Repass,  Crown  man- 
ager; Martin  Kelleher,  Princess  manager; 
and  Maurice  Schulman  of  the  Schulman 
Theatres  (Webster,  Rivoli  and  Plaza- 
Win  dsor)  were  in  New  Haven  . . . About 
75  Warner  employes  from  Greater  Hart- 
ford attended  a get-together  of  the  War- 
ner Club  last  Friday  at  the  Waverly  Inn, 
Chesire  . . . Paul  Paine  is  a new  part-time 
usher  at  the  Loew’s  Poli. 

J.  C.  Valetsky  is  student  assistant  at  the 
Loew-Poli  Majestic  in  Bridgeport,  suc- 
ceeding Vernon  Burris,  who  now  is  stu- 
dent assistant  at  the  Loew-Poli  Bijou,  New 
Haven  . . . Essex  Thompson,  Loew’s  Poli 
porter,  was  ill  several  days  due  to  an  in- 
fected right  foot  . . . Jeanette  MacDonald 
comes  to  town  on  December  1 for  an  en- 
gagement at  the  Bushnell’s  . . . Manager 
Jack  A.  Simons  of  the  Loew’s  Poli  is  busy 
with  a special  lobby  action  display  for 
“Flight  Command”  . . . Elihu  Brooks, 
Loew’s  Poli  doorman,  had  a cold  . . . Bob 
Collins,  former  assistant  film  editor  for  the 
Hartford  Times,  is  now  working  for  the 
New  Haven  Railroad  . . . Di  New  York  was 
Manny  Kuggel  of  the  Warner,  Bridgeport 
. . . Michael  J.  Daly  of  the  Daly,  Hartford, 
and  Plainfield  Theatre,  Plainfield,  was  in 
New  Haven. 

Both  Robert  McGann  and  Johnnie  Mc- 
Donald, Lenox  usher  and  dooi-man  respec- 
tively, are  great  football  fans  . . . Harry 
F.  Shaw  and  Lou  Brown  of  Loew’s,  New 
Haven,  offices,  were  in  town  to  see  Jack 
A.  Simons,  local  Loew’s  Poli  manager. 

Jean  Boscardine,  daughter  of  Anthony 
Boscardine,  operator  of  the  Colonial,  Cana- 
an, was  married  to  Lawrence  Stone  . . . 
Tommy  Grace,  manager  of  the  Circle, 
Manchester , gave  a party  for  his  daughter, 
in  celebration  of  her  first  birthday  . . . 
William  Reisinger  of  the  Loew-Poli  Bijou, 
New  Haven,  dressed  his  service  staff  in 
Arabian  costumes  to  ballyhoo  Monogram’s 
“Drums  of  the  Desert”  . . . Lillian  Salva- 
tore, cashier  at  the  American,  Bridgeport, 
suffered  an  attack  of  the  grippe  . . . Nat 
Levine,  assistant  manager  at  the  Glaston- 
bury, Glastonbury,  was  recently  in  Albany. 

Nothing  more  has  been  heard  along  the 
local  rialto  concerning  the  proposed  build- 
ing of  a new  theatre  over  in  East  Hart- 
ford, although  the  Sycamore  Corp.,  is  re- 
portedly still  pushing  the  movement  . . . 
A.  Hamilton  of  the  Empress,  Norwalk, 
had  a window  tie-up  displaying  costumes 
and  hats  used  in  “Down  Argentine  Way” 

. . . “Escape”  held  two  weeks  at  the  Loew- 
Poli  Palace,  Hartford  ...  In  Boston  was 
Lou  Schaefer,  manager  of  the  M&P’s 
Paramount,  New  Haven. 

Regards  are  in  order  for  J.  G.  Samar- 
tano,  manager  of  the  Loew-Poli  Palace, 


Meriden,  who  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Meriden  Kiwanis  Club  ...  A.  Hamil- 
ton of  the  Empress,  Norwalk,  had  the  whole 
unit  of  the  Norwalk  division  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  view  “The  World  in  Flames,” 
as  guests  of  the  theatre  . . . Howard  John- 
son, junior  at  Yale  University,  and  son  of 
Adolph  Johnson,  Neiv  Haven  industry-ite, 
has  been  named  to  the  All-American  swim- 
ming team  for  the  second  time  . . . Max 
Wolfe  of  Loew’s  home  office.  New  York, 
was  in  town  to  look  over  the  Loew’s  Poli 
and  Loew-Poli  Palace  with  Harry  F.  Shaw, 
division  manager  . . . Hollis  Sweeiiey, 
Loew-Poli  Palace  student  assistajit,  re- 
ceived Loewdown  mention  for  his  stunts 
on  “Hullabaloo”  . . . Martin  Harris,  New 
York  booker  for  the  local  State,  ivas  in 
Hartford  to  confer  with  Theodore  Harris, 
manager. 

Bobby  Winicker  filled  in  for  Tommy 
Dunphy,  Loew-Poli  Palace  usher,  while 
the  latter  was  visiting  up  in  Maine  . . . 
E.  M.  Loew,  head  of  the  theatre  circuit 
bearing  his  name,  a Hartford  visitor  . . . 
Loraine  Racinni  is  the  part-time  candy 
girl  at  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  replacing  Pauline 
Talarski. 

“North  West  Mounted  Police”  was  to  have 
been  shown  at  a special  midnight  showing 
this  Wednesday  evening  at  the  M&iP’s 
Allyn,  prior  to  a Thanksgiving  Day  open- 
ing . . . George  Landers,  E.  M.  Loew’s,  is 
back  from  the  coast  . . . Eddie  Boggs, 
E.  M.  Loew’s  usher,  had  his  tonsils  re- 
moved at  the  Hartford  Hospital  last  week, 
while  Freddie  Kendricks,  doorman  at  that 
theatre,  underwent  an  operation  at  the 
St.  Francis  Hospital  last  week. 

Manager  Walter  B.  Lloyd  of  the  M&P’s 
Allyn  obtained  a co-op  ad  with  Sally’s  Fur 
Studios,  Hartford,  for  “Arise,  My  Love” 
. . . Loew-Poli  Palace,  for  exploitation  on 
“Escape,”  received  co-operation  from  the 
Popular  Food  Market  on  the  market’s  radio 
program  over  WTHT.  Free  passes  were 
given  to  winners  of  radio  contest  . . . 
George  B.  Harris,  usher  at  the  WB’s  Regal, 
has  been  upped  to  the  position  of  doorman, 
succeeding  Norman  Beckley,  who  resigned 
due  to  illness. 

Hartford  Community  Chest  films  were 
shown  throughout  the  city  in  theatres 
and  schools  during  the  Chest's  drive  . . . 
Saiyi  Peruch,  Jimmie  Vendetti,  and  Mickey 
Cirilli,  three  local  fellows,  took  a recent 
trip  to  Hollywood,  where  they  talked  Pris- 
cilla Lane  into  autographing  their  car. 


Warner  Will  Remodel 
In  South  Manchester 

New  Haven — Warner’s  1,340-seat  State, 
South  Manchester,  will  be  closed  between 
December  16  and  24  for  completion  of 
renovation,  including  new  lobby,  marquee, 
lighting,  carpets,  and  redecoration.  The 
1,600-seat  Cameo,  Bristol,  which  has  un- 
dergone a similar  repair  job,  without 
closing,  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  this 
week;  while  the  920-seat  Rialto,  South 
Norwalk  will  be  I’eady  in  about  three 
weeks. 


Gives  Away  20  Turkeys 
Beverly,  Mass.' — Twenty  turkeys  were 
given  away  to  patrons  two  days  before 
Thanksgiving  by  Manager  Pearce  Park- 
hurst  of  the  Larcom.  The  house  recently 
was  outfitted  with  new  boxoffice  and  lobby 
signs. 
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pAYS,  which  this  season  has  dropped 
vaudeville  for  a straight  film  policy 
emphasizing  westerns  in  its  bookings,  is 
doing  well  with  serials,  shortly  starting  the 
third  to  be  run  since  August.  House  has 
built  up  a big  children’s  trade  under  the 
new  policy,  says  Manager  Sam  Kaufman 
. . . Manager  Edward  L.  Reed  of  the 
Strand  is  cooperating  with  officials  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Better  Films  Council  in 
mapping  plans  for  the  Council’s  annual 
canned  goods  pre-Christmas  morning 
matinee  at  his  house  some  Saturday  in 
December. 

Charles  E.  Kurtzman,  northeastern  divi- 
sion manager  for  the  Loew  circuit,  dropped 
in  on  Manager  Ed  McBride  at  the  State 
as  a last  stop  on  a swing  around  the  divi- 
sion and  was  pleased  to  see  waiting  lists 
at  the  boxoffice  for  “Little  Nellie  Kelly.’’ 

A1  Clarke,  Majestic  manager,  “double 
in  brass”  one  night  recently,  settling  up 
at  his  own  house  then  hustling  over  to  the 
Carlton  to  do  a similar  stint  for  John 
Toohey.  Toohey  that  evening  was  being 
feted  by  the  Round  Table  Club,  Provi- 
dence bowling-luncheon  group  of  which 
he  is  a member,  at  a testimonial  dinner 
at  Oates  Tavern  on  his  recent  promotion 
to  managership  of  the  Carlton.  More  than 
200  attended  and  Toohey  was  recipient 
of  a set  of  luggage,  with  City  Ti’easurer 
Walter  F.  Fitzpatrick  making  the  presenta- 
tion. 

Clifford's  Spook  Show  has  been  work- 
ing many  of  the  theatres  in  southerii  New 
England  . . . Dante’s  Magic  Show,  which 
has  been  doing  well  at  the  Shubert,  Bos- 
ton, is  coming  into  the  Playhouse  here 
• Continued  on  next  page) 


J^ANNY  E.  KUGGELL,  Warner  manager, 
was  in  New  Haven  to  attend  a funeral 
and  Capitol  Manager  Samuel  Haddleman 
was  in  Middletown  for  the  same  reason 
. . . Arthur  “Otto”  Esposito,  assistant  to 
Matt  Saunders  at  the  Loew’s  Poli,  is  rid- 
ing buses  until  he  can  find  time  to  look 
up  a new  auto. 

Manager  Morris  Rosenthal  worked  up  a 
stage  show  prologue  for  “Little  Nellie 
Kelly’’  at  Loew’s  Majestic  . . . The  Strand. 
Stamford,  brought  back  “Tillie’s  Punctured 
Romance,”  plugged  the  old  names,  and 
did  a nice  busmess  . . . Michael  Carroll 
of  the  American  has  been  battling  a heavy 
cold. 

"The  King  of  Kings”  is  making  its  an- 
nual appearance  in  the  small  towns  in  this 
territory  . . . Harry  Rose,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Globe  and  Bob  Nelson  held  a re- 
union when  Bob  played  a vaudeville  date 
at  the  theatre.  The  two  had  not  met  since 
many  years  ago  when  both  worked  to- 
gether in  an  Atlantic  City  night  club.  They 
decided  to  go  into  yaudeville.  Bob  did, 
but  Harry’s  parents  said  no. 

A young  man  has  been  unsuccessfully 
working  the  forgotten  wallet  gag  on  the 
doormen  of  several  downtown  theatres  in 
an  effort  to  gain  free  admittance  . . . 
Harry  F.  Shaw  was  in  the  city  on  business 
. . . Carey  Cronan,  former  Sunday  Herald 
film  reviewer,  lost  his  probate  court  action 
involving  $100,000  . . . The  house  staff  at 


New  Haven  Warnerites 
In  Successiul  Party 

New  Haven — Pour  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  Warnerites  gathered  at  one  of  the 
most  successful  and  largest  of  Warner 
parties  at  the  Wayerly  Inn,  Friday  night. 
I.  J.  Hoffman,  B.  E.  Hoffman,  Maxwell 
Hoffman,  Cy  Barrett,  Daniel  Finn,  James 
Bracken,  J.  R.  Mahan,  Angelo  Lombardi, 
Pete  DeFazio,  Larry  Germaine,  and  John 
Hesse  were  among  the  New  Haven  ex- 
ecutives to  attend.  Out-of-town  guests  in- 
cluded Bert  Jacocks,  I.  H.  Rogovin,  and 
King  Aldrich  of  Boston,  Henry  Needles  of 
Hartford,  and  a large  representation  of 
New  England  zone  managers. 

The  affair,  an  annual  winter  dinner- 
dance,  was  in  charge  of  Robert  Anderson 
and  Russell  Clark.  Entertainment  nov- 
elties were  booked  by  Ross  Frisco  of  Bos- 
ton, to  come  directly  from  a Springfield 
theatre  engagement.  Souyenirs  were  dis- 
tributed to  the  ladies. 


Jack  Shribner  111 

Boston  — Jack  Shribner,  assistant  for 
the  past  few  months  to  Ronald  Moon  of 
the  Cameo  in  South  Weymouth,  Lockwood 
& Gordon  house,  was  taken  quite  ill  last 
week  with  a lung  ailment  which  struck 
quite  suddenly.  Shribner  is  not  expected 
to  work  for  some  time. 


Matinee  at  Windsor 
Windsor,  Conn. — The  local  Windsor 
Theatre  now  has  a matinee  daily  at  2 p.  m., 
with  evening  performances  continuous, 
beginning  at  6:45  p.  m. 

Hold  Phil  Regan 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  given  Phil 
Regan,  singing  star,  a long  term  contract. 


the  American  has  taken  up  horseback  rid- 
ing and  forsaken  bowling. 

Gloria  Jean  was  in  bed  here  one  day 
with  a sore  throat  and  forced  to  cancel 
her  Washington  theatre  engagement. 
Harry  Rose  provided  her  with  a portable 
radio  . . . Mike  Carroll  was  a recent  visi- 
tor in  Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y.  . . . Eugene 
Fitelson,  Globe  usher  who  was  injured 
playing  football,  is  back  on  duty. 

A brand  new  corps  of  ushers  greeted  the 
customers  at  the  reopening  of  the  reno- 
vated Rialto.  The  Strand-Palace  is  next  on 
the  Strand  Amusement  Company  list  for 
renovation,  according  to  General  Manager 
Morris  Jacobson  . . . Gene  Tierny  has  left 
her  Greens  Farms  home  for  Hollywood. 

Jen  Leverone,  the  veteran  cashier  at  the 
Loew’s  Poli,  who  has  been  ill  for  several 
months,  is  improving,  but  it  may  be  sum- 
mer before  she  can  resume  work. 

Two  boys,  playing  on  the  sidewalk,  were 
injured  when  a heavy  weight  fell  from  the 
fire-escape  on  the  Majestic  Theatre  . . . 
The  Newtown  chapter  of  the  Committee  to 
Defend  America  by  Aiding  the  Allies 
sponsored  the  showing  of  “The  World  in 
Flames,”  at  the  Edmond  Theatre  in  that 
town. 


Scripting  Ha’ch  Novel 

Hollywood — Delmer  Daves  will  script 
“Unexpected  Father,”  from  the  novel  by 
Eric  Hatch,  for  RKO. 
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^^ALLACE  G.  Henderson,  repair  and 
maintenance  man  for  one  of  Keene’s 
theatres,  has  been  inducted  into  military 
service  at  Fort  Devens  in  Massachusetts. 
He  is  a 1938  graduate  of  Keene  high  school 
and  volunteered  from  the  Draft  Board 
No.  11  area.  He  is  21  years  old. 

Fred  J.  Cantlin,  who  operated  both  the 
Lyric  and  Park,  which  were  among  the 
first  film  theatres  in  Lebanon,  and  Mrs. 
Cantlin  recently  celebrated  their  5Qth 
wedding  anniversary  in  that  town. 

The  Strand  in  Pittsfield  was  used  for 
presentation  of  the  Pittsfield  high  school 
senior  class  play. 

Six  big  turkeys  were  given  free  to  lucky 
patrons  at  the  Scenic  in  Rochester  a couple 
of  nights  prior  to  Thanksgiving  Day,  and 
on  the  same  evening,  the  Broadway  in 
Dover  distributed  10  baskets  of  groceries 
for  holiday  feasts. 

Recent  stage  attractions  at  picture 
houses  have  included  Polly  Jenkins  and 
Her  Plow  Boys,  well  known  hillbilly  troupe, 
at  the  Palace  in  Manchester,  and  Her- 
mine’s  Midget  Revue  at  the  Strand  in 
Dover. 

Anthony  Baslicado  Named 
President  of  Local  273 

New  Haven — Local  273  of  projectionists, 
at  its  28th  annual  election,  named  An- 
thony Baslicado  president  and  re-elected 
Matthew  Kennedy  business  agent  for  a 
sixth  consecutiye  year. 

Other  officers  are  Nicholas  Villano, 
yice-president;  Ernest  DeGrosse,  secre- 
tary; and  Edward  Bopert,  treasurer.  My- 
ron Wheaton  and  John  Griffiths  jr.  were 
elected  to  the  executive  board  to  serve 
with  the  officers. 


Springfield  Film  Council 
Classes  "Letter"  Adult 

Springfield,  Mass.  — The  Springfield 
Motion  Picture  Council  has  issued  its 
“classified  list  of  forthcoming  films”  as 
follows: 

Suitable  for  adults  only — ‘“The  Letter.” 

Suitable  for  both  adults  and  young  peo- 
ple— “Arizona,”  “Fugitives  From  Prison 
Camp,”  “Glamour  for  Sale,”  “Slightly 
Tempted,”  “Escape,”  “Mark  of  Zorro,” 
“World  in  Flames,”  “Little  Nellie  Kelly,” 
“Thief  of  Bagdad,”  “Wildcat  Bus,”  “Bitter 
Sweet,”  and  “North  West  Mounted  Police.” 


Propaganda  'Unavoidable' 
Force  in  American  Life 

Springfield,  Mass. — Propaganda  is  an 
“unavoidable”  force  in  American  life  and 
is  responsible  for  much  of  the  nation’s 
freedom,  members  of  the  Springfield  Mo- 
tion Picture  Council  agreed  after  a dis- 
cussion on  propaganda  pictures. 

It  was  stressed,  however,  that  propa- 
ganda films  must  be  carefully  analyzed  to 
determine  whether  their  influence  is  good 
or  bad  and  to  determine  the  type  of  propa- 
ganda which  they  attempt  to  spread. 


Exchange  Employes  Meeting 

New  Haven — Local  B-41  of  exchange 
employes  will  meet  after  office  hours  on 
Monday,  December  2,  at  the  Hotel  Garde. 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
December  2 for  a week’s  run,  Manager 
Bill  Brown  announces. 

Theatre  Quiz  is  the  newest  in  the- 
atrical offerings  in  R.  I.,  being  used  at 
M&P’s  Strand,  Pawtucket,  and  at  Stadium, 
Woonsocket,  one  night  a week.  Mowry 
Lowe,  well-known  radio  announcer,  is 
principal  microphone  official,  assisted  by 
Fred  Friendly,  Jim  Zerga,  Harold  Clark 
and  Bob  Engles  in  putting  questions  to 
audiences,  with  cash  prizes  and  passes  as 
awards. 

Increased  prices  in  first  run  houses  is 
getting  to  be  a regular  habit  in  Providence. 
Loew’s  State  is  upping  its  scale  for  “The 
Philadelphia  Story”  and  Strand  will  boost 
admissions  for  “Arizona.”  Manager  Reed 
of  Strand  expects  to  bring  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  back  for  a return  book- 
ing before  Christmas  and  will  use  higher 
admissions,  matching  original  booking. 

Strand  previewed  “Arizona”  Wednesday 
night  at  a holiday-eve  late  show.  House 
did  not  open  till  1:30  Thursday  p.  m.,  giv- 
ing employes  usual  opportunity  to  par- 
take of  holiday  dinners  at  home  before  re- 
porting for  work. 

Manager  Al  Clarke  attributes  increased 
grosses  on  “The  Letter”  this  week  to  the 
ad  campaign  used  by  him  for  attraction, 
this  including  score  of  2^-sheet  stands 
around  town,  window  tieups  in  city’s  two 
principal  bus  terminals,  at  the  dime  store 
and  a restaurant  and  increased  newspaper 
space.  Clarke  is  also  utilizing  two  display 
windows  in  theatre  building  for  poster  and 
photo  setups  on  coming  attractions  these 
days. 

Ken  Rockwell,  formerly  manager  at 
RKO-Albee  here,  visited  old  friends  in 
Providence  Monday.  Rockwell  now  is  man- 


(,  (N 

Films  Help  Train 
Football  Players 

Durham,  N.  H. — George  Sauer,  head 
iootball  coach  at  the  University  of  New 
Hampshire,  has  found  that  "going  to 
the  movies"  is  the  greatest  asset  in  per- 
fecting the  gridiron  game  for  his  eleven. 

Slow  motion  films  are  taken  during 
each  game  and  shown  to  the  players. 
According  to  the  coach,  "a  boy  can  see 
the  minute  the  picture  comes  on  where 
his  mistakes  were,  and  he  can  also  see 
where  he  did  a good  job." 

VS  - - J 

aging  RKO’s  Jefferson  in  New  York  City 
. . . Jimmy  Wall,  doorman  at  the  Albee, 
marched  down  the  bridal  route  Wednesday 
with  Dorothy  Wood  as  his  mate. 

Staff  changes  at  RKO-Albee  during  past 
week  have  Tom  Mooney,  new  chief  of  staff, 
succeeding  Don  Pardo,  resigned;  Joe  Gib- 
lin,  assistant  chief  of  staff  in  place  of  Bill 
McTiernan,  also  quitting  for  a job  at  City 
Hall.  Ted  Crouchley,  senior  at  Providence 
College,  is  the  new  doorman,  making  four 
P.  C.  students  now  on  staff. 

Manager  George  French  in  Boston  Mon- 
day at  press  showing  of  “Long  Voyage 
Home”  which  he  plans  to  give  heavy  cam- 
paign for  Providence  showing  . . . Bar- 
bara Clavin,  new  secretary-cashier  at 
Loew’s  State  succeeding  Lillian  Deignan, 
resigned. 

Jeanette  MacDonald,  playing  concert 
engagement  here  Wednesday,  day  prior  to 
opening  of  “Bittersweet”  at  Loew’s  State, 
is  proving  a lucky  break  for  Manager  Ed 
McBride.  Capitalizing  on  possibilities  he 
had  press  photogs  shoot  pictures  of  star 
looking  over  print  of  “Bittersweet”  in- 
hotel  rooms,  passing  same  out  to  local 
papers. 


"Theatre  News"  Suspends: 
New  Paper  May  Appear 

New  Haven — Theatre  News,  New  Haven 
county  weekly  entertainment  calendar  and 
guide,  published  for  the  past  five  years 
by  Theatre  Patrons,  Inc.,  with  Jack  Schae- 
fer as  editor,  has  been  suspended. 

It  is  planned  that  the  service  will  be 
continued  weekly  at  an  early  date  as  a 
regular  feature  of  a general  semi-weekly 
newspaper  to  be  published  here.  Full  re- 
port of  local  radio  activities,  at  present 
ignored  in  the  New  Haven  press,  will  also 
be  included  as  a feature  of  the  new  paper. 


Withdraw  Downeasters 

Portland,  Me. — The  Downeasters,  local 
hill-billy  troupe  engaged  to  play  in  “The 
Old  Homestead”  at  the  Civic  Theatre  here, 
were  withdrawn  by  Producer  Guy  Palmer- 
ton  after  the  lATSE  threatened  a strike 
against  the  non-union  aggregation. 


A Job  for  Oates 

Hartford — Bernard  W.  Levy,  manager 
of  the  Proven  Pictures  Theatre,  announces 
the  appointment  of  Robert  Oates  as  his 
assistant,  succeeding  Keith  Southern,  re- 
signed. 


Theatre  for  New  Village 

Hill,  N.  H. — The  model  village  being 
constiTicted  here  to  replace  the  old  com- 
munity of  Hill,  which  was  inundated  in  a 
flood  control  project,  will  boast  a town 
theatre,  as  part  of  a civic  building. 


Contracts  for  RCA 

Bingham,  Me. — RCA  sound  will  be  in- 
stalled in  the  new  theatre  being  built  here 
for  Colby  W.  Robinson. 


ANY  NEWS  TODAY? 

Planning  a new  theatre?  Remodeling?  Being  promoted?  Getting  married?  Got  anew  baby  (infant)?  Buy- 
ing new  equipment?  Been  elected  mayor?  Son  or  daughter  graduating?  Proud  of  a new  exploitation  stunt? 
Hired  a new  staff  member?  Solved  a knotty  problem? 
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4804  E.  Ninth  St.. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 
with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MTIOO  Attraction  Board  Letters 

MTlOl  Bulletin  Boards 

MT102  Cut-Out  Machines 

MT103  Display  Frames  and  Cases 

MT104  Flashers,  Sign 

MT105  Tnseit  Frames 

MT106  T..amp  Coloring 

MT107  Letter  Mounting  Units 

MT108  Marquees 

MT109  Poster  Projectors 

MTllO  Signs,  Admission 

MTlll  Signs,  Electric 

MT112  Signs.  Neon,  Zeon 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT12^i  Air  Circulators 

MT121  Air  Conditioning  Motors 

MT122  Air  Conditioning  Systems 

MT123  Air  Filters 

MT124  Air  Washers 

MT125  Blowers 

MT126  Boilers  and  Furnaces 

MT127  Coils,  Cooling 

MT128  Compressors 

MT129  Condensers 

MT130  Cooling  Equipment 

MT131  Cooling  Towers 

MT132  Dehumidifiers 

MT133  Diffusers,  Air 

MT134  Electric  Motor  Controls 

MT135  Exhaust  Fans 

MT136  Grilles  and  Registers 

MT137  Heating  Equipment 

MT138  Oil  Burners 

MT139  Refrigeration 

MT140  Spray  Nozzles 

MT141  Stokers 


MT142  Temperature  Control  Devices 
MT143  Thermostats  and  Humidlstats 
MT144  Unit  Heaters 
MT145  Ventilating  Systems 
MT146  Water  Cooling  Systems 


DECORATIONS  & FURNISHINGS 


MT155  Acoustical  Materials 
MT1.S6  Aisle  Lights 
MT157  Boxofflces 
MT158  Carpets 
MT159  Carpet  Cushion 
MTKiO  Design  Service 
MT161  Directional  Signs 
MT162  Door  Controls 
MT163  Draperies  and  Curtains 
MT164  Drinking  Fountains 
MT165  Exit  Signs 

MT166  Foam  Rubber  Seat  Cushions 
MT167  Interior  Decoration 
MT168  Interior  Wall  Finishes 
MT1(‘>9  Lounge  Furniture 
MT170  Matting,  Rubber 
MT171  Mirrors 

MT172  Ornamental  Metal  Work 

MT173  Paint  Products 

MT174  Railings,  Lobby 

MT175  Sand  Urns 

MT176  Seating,  Auditorium 

MT177  Slip  Covers 

MT17S  Speaking  Tubes 

MT179  Ticket  Choppers  and  Boxes 

MT180  Theatre  Chairs 

I\TT181  Upholstery  Materials 

MT182  Wall  Coverings,  Fabric 


LIGHTING 


MT190  Dimmers  and  Controls 
MT191  Effect  Lighting  Devices 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  V/ANT  ISN'T  LISTED.  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


MT192  Elec.  Measuring  Instruments 

MT193  Engines,  Diesel 

MT194  Fluorescent  Lamps  and  Fixtures 

MT195  Gelatine  Sheets 

MT196  Incandescent  Lamps 

MT197  Lighting  Fixtures 

MT198  Lighting  Plants,  Emergency 

MT199  Cove  Lighting 

MT200  Reflectors 

MT201  Reflector  Lamps 

MT202  Spot  and  Flood  Lamps 

MT203  Spot  and  Flood  Lights 

MT204  Storage  Batteries 

MT205  Switches,  Safety 

MT206  Switchboards 

MT207  Transformers,  Neon 


MAINTENANCE 


MT210  Bolts,  Expansion  and  Toggle 

MT211  Carpet  Spotting  Compounds 

MT212  Drills,  Rotary 

MT213  Fire  Extinguishers 

MT214  Fireproofing  Compounds 

MT215  Gum  Removers 

MT216  Safety  Ladders 

MT217  Seat  Patching  Kits 

MT21S  Seating  Repairs 

MT219  Vacuum  Cleaners 


MT270  Rheostats 

MT271  Safety  Devices 

MT272  Slide  Projectors 

MT273  Sound  Projectors,  35niin 

MT274  Sound  Projectors,  16mm 

MT275  Stereopticons 

MT276  Tool  Kits 


SANITATION 


MT285  Cleansing  Compounds 

MT286  Deodorants  and  Disinfectants 

MT287  Flush  Valves 

MT288  Hand  Driers,  Electric 

MT289  Insecticides  and  Germicides 

MT290  Odor  Absorbers 

MT291  Ozone  Generators 

MT292  Paper  Towels  and  Cabinets 

MT293  Perfumes 

MT294  Plumbing  Fixtures 

MT295  Sanitary  Supplies 

MT296  Soaps  and  Cleansers 

MT297  Suction  Cleaners 

MT298  Washroom  Accessories 


SOUND 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT225  Coin  Changing  Machines 

MT226  Fireproof  Safes  and  Files 

MT227  Music  Stands 

MT228  Organs,  Electric 

MT229  Popcorn  Machines 

MT230  Popcorn  & Confection  Supplies 

MT231  Staff  Uniforms 

MT232  Tickets 

MT233  Ticket  Machines 

MT234  Water  Coolers 


MT305  Amplifiers 

MT306  Amplifier  Tubes 

MT307  Hearing  Aids 

MT308  Horn  Lifts  and  Towers 

MT309  Intercommunicating  Systems 

MT310  Lamps,  Exciter 

MT311  Lens  Assemblies,  Sound 

MT312  Microphones 

MT313  Photoelectric  Cells 

MT314  Public  Address  Amplifiers 

MT315  Public  Address  Systems 

MT316  Radio  Tubes 

MT317  Record  Reproducers 

MT318  Sound  Equipment,  Complete 

MT319  Sound  Heads 

MT320  Sound  Service,  Contract 

MT321  Speakers 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 


PROJECTION 


Chicago,  III.  11-30-40 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  Slate 
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MT240  Booth  Doors  and  Ports 
MT241  Carbon  Savers 
MT242  Carbon  Waste  Cans 
MT243  Change-Over  Devices 
MT244  Condensing  Lenses 
MT245  Dowsers 
MT246  Film  Cabinets 
MT247  Film  Cement 
MT248  Film  Handling  Devices 
MT249  Film  Preservatives 
MT250  Film  Reels 
MT251  Film  Rewinders 
MT252  Fire  Shutters.  Projection 
MT253  Intermittent  Movements 
MT254  Motion  Picture  Screens 
MT255  Motor  Brushes 
MT256  Motor-Generators 
MT257  Portable  Sound  Projectors 
MT258  Projection  Arc  Lamps 
MT259  Projection  Lenses 
MT260  Projection  Slides 
MT261  Projector  Carbons 
MT262  Projector  Parts 
MT263  Projector  Pedestals 
MT264  Rectifiers,  Bulb  Type 
MT265  Rectifiers,  Copper-Oxide 
MT266  Rectifiers,  Copper-Sulphide 
MT267  Reel-End  Signals 
MT268  Reflector  Equipment 
MT269  Rewind  Tables 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT330  Costumes 

MT331  Curtain  Controls 

MT332  Curtain  Tracks 

MT333  Stage  and  Effect  Ligliting 

MT334  Stage  Hardware 

MT335  Stage  Rigging 

MT336  Stage  Scenery 


STRUCTURE 


MT340  Architectural  Service 

MT341  Facing  Materials,  Exterior 

MT342  Flashed  Opal  Glass 

MT343  Flooring  Materials 

MT344  Glass  Blocks 

MT345  Insulation  Materials 

MT346  Metal  Trim  and  Mouldings 

MT347  Pipe  Hangers  and  Brackets 

MT348  Plate  Glass 

MT349  Steel  and  Iron  Roofing 

MT350  Steel  and  Iron  Sheet  Metal 

MT351  Structural  Glass 

MT352  Theatre  Fronts,  Porcelain 

MT353  Theatre  Fronts,  Structural  Glass 

MT354  Wood  Veneers 
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Signs  Pointing  to 
Biggest  Convention 


Oklahoma  MPTO  Will  Take  Up 
Decree  at  One-Day  Session 


Charlotte — Advance  crowds  milling 
about  Hotel  Charlotte  lobby  indicate  that 
by  tomorrow  (Sunday)  night  the  largest 
registration  in  history  of  the  Theatre 
Owners  of  North  and  South  Carolina  will 
have  been  recorded  for  this,  the  28th 
annual  convention. 

All  of  Sunday  will  be  given  over  to 
social  features  and  visits  to  the  booths 
of  exchanges  and  supply  houses  while 
Monday's  business  session  opens  prompt- 
ly at  ten-thirty  and  continues  with  a 
short  stop  for  luncheon  at  noon.  A bril- 
liant banquet  and  dance  are  closing 
features  Monday  night. 

VS  ■ J 


By  ERNEST  PAIR 

Oklahoma  City — “What  now?” 

That  is  the  general  reaction  of  theatre 
owners  over  the  state  as  they  begin  to  at- 
tempt to  understand  the  meaning  to  their 
operations  of  the  consent  decree.  Most  ex- 
hibitors are  in  the  dark  as  to  how  it  will 
affect  their  future  from  a dollar  and  cents 
angle,  and  the  majority,  particularly  out 
over  the  state,  are  none  too  optimistic. 

“It’s  a puzzling  thing  to  me,”  one  ex- 
hibitor informs  Boxoffice.  “I  frankly 
admit  I can’t  definitely  make  up  my  mind 
as  to  what  it’s  all  about.  It  seems  like  a 
break  for  theatre  owners  but  I am  inclined 
to  think  it  is  going  to  mean  plenty  of  head- 
aches not  only  for  the  producers  and  dis- 
tributors but  for  all  of  us. 

“There’s  not  going  to  be  much  protection 
for  anybody  any  more  and  I look  for  more 
cut-throat  business  tactics  in  our  opera- 
tions than  I’ve  ever  experienced  before.” 

When  queried,  an  Oklahoma  City  man 
high  in  film  circles  had  this  to  say  about 
the  decree: 

“To  me  it’s  a rank  injustice  for  all  of 
us  and  has  all  the  aspects  of  a political 
plum.  All  you  have  to  do  is  observe  that 
there’s  $500,000  to  be  spent  over  the  nation 
for  local  administrative  boards  and  that 
these  boards  are  to  be  headed  by  a man 
not  at  present  connected  with  the  film 
business  in  any  way. 

“That  is  going  to  create  a fine  mess; 
for  I defy  any  man,  no  matter  how  honest 
he  may  be,  to  sit  as  a judge  or  arbitrator 
over  the  business  problems  of  this  industry 
and  be  able  to  do  a decent  job  if  he  has 
no  experience  in  connection  with  the  mo- 
tion picture  business.  Personally  I believe 
the  whole  plan  is  going  to  bog  down  right 
there  for  my  past  experiences  with  things 
of  this  nature  have  been  that  they  tend  to 
become  political  plums  and  that,  set  up  as 
they  will  be,  we  in  the  business  can  ex- 
pect little  good  to  come  from  them. 

“There  are  plenty  of  good  things  about 
the  decree  and  plenty  that’s  bad;  but  all 
the  good  will  probably  be  lost  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  these  boards.  Surely  some- 
one should  have  seen  to  it  that  we  had  an 
arbitrator  or  a board  who  knew  enough 
about  the  peculiar  and  individual  problems 
of  the  industry  to  sit  intelligently  over  dis- 
putes based  upon  them. 

“If  the  setup  had  provided  for  a board 


(Text  of  Consent  Decree  Starts  on  -page  17) 

Oklahoma  City — With  the  newly  signed 
consent  decree  looming  large  as  the  topic 
for  discussion,  the  Theatre  Owners  of 
Oklahoma,  Inc.,  MPTOA  affiliate,  will  hold 
its  annual  convention  in  Oklahoma  City 
December  16  at  the  Skirvin  Hotel.  The 
meeting  will  be  a one- day  affair  with  a 
full  schedule  jammed  into  the  single  day’s 
schedule. 

It  is  the  first  convention  of  the  state  as- 
sociation in  two  years,  last  year’s  meeting 
having  been  superseded  by  a directors 
meeting  only  in  view  of  the  MPTOA  na- 


made  up  of  a representative  of  the  ex- 
hibitors, one  from  the  distributors  and  an 
impartial  third  member  chosen  by  the 
other  two,  I might  have  expected  a lot 
more  from  the  decree  than  I do  now.” 

More  concern  is  being  expressed  over 
the  proposed  administrative  setup  than 
over  any  other  phase  of  the  decree,  with 
the  majority  of  exhibitors  “holding  their 
nose”  and  hollering  “politics.”  However, 
here’s  another  view  expressed  by  an  up- 
state theatre  man: 

“To  me  it  means  a complete  change  in 
business  operations.  Heretofore  I’ve  been 
buying  pictures  under  somewhat  of  a 
wholesale  plan.  From  now  on  I’m  going  to 
have  to  buy  them  at  retail,  pay  the  bill  for 
this  administrative  setup  and  probably 
some  new  taxes  to  boot. 

“That  means  I’m  going  to  have  to  in- 
crease admission  prices  and  I frankly  doubt 
whether  my  customers  can  stand  price  in- 
creases such  as  will  be  necessary  under 
this  new  setup.  I can’t  see  anything  but 
admission  price  increases  and  it  looks  to 
me  as  though  they’re  going  to  have  to  be 
steep  ones  at  that. 

“In  addition  to  the  problem  of  buying  at 
retail  instead  of  wholesale  and  the  result- 
ant increase  in  cost  thereof,  there  are  other 
additional  costs  I’m  going  to  have  to  carry. 

“The  five-group  selling  setup  is  going  to 
be  more  expensive  to  the  distributors  (and 
I’ll  have  to  pay  the  bill)  and  it’s  going  to 
be  a lot  more  expensive  for  us  to  operate 
under  it.  It  will  necessitate  more  attention 
to  our  business,  more  expenses  in  attend- 
ing these  trade  screenings,  and,  in  short, 
it’s  going  to  cost  more  to  do  business  every- 
time  I turn  around. 

“Personally  my  margin  of  profit  now 
cannot  stand  any  increased  costs  of  doing 
business;  it’s  going  to  have  to  be  passed 
on  in  increased  admission  prices  in  my 
case.” 

A more  optimistic  tone  is  sounded  by 
another  state  exhibitor  who  says: 

“It’s  probably  the  best  thing  that  ever 
happened  for  the  business.  Now  the  ex- 
hibitor has  something  to  say  about  pictures 
and  we  all  have  a chance  to  bid  for  them 
all  the  time. 

“It’s  going  to  mean  a lot  better  pictures 
and  more  money  at  the  boxoffice  for  every 
theatre  owner  in  the  nation.” 


tional  convention  here  the  year  prior  to 
that. 

Morris  Loewenstein,  president  of  the  as- 
sociation, has  announced  that  MPTOA’s 
president,  Ed  L.  Kuykendall,  will  again 
be  the  principal  speaker  and  that  Kuy- 
kendall will  lead  discussions  of  the  consent 
decree  setup.  Other  prominent  speakers 
are  being  scheduled  for  the  program  and 
will  take  part  in  the  discussions. 

The  regular  noon-day  luncheon,  free 
to  members  of  the  association  attending 
the  convention,  will  be  held  in  the  Skirvin 
Hotel,  with  the  annual  dinner- dance  held 
at  night  in  the  Silver  Glade  Room  of  the 
Skirvin. 

Trade  displays  are  also  planned. 

“The  amount  of  interest  in  this  year’s 
convention  is  surprising,”  Loewenstein 
told  Boxoffice.  “We  had  expected  con- 
siderable interest,  but  the  consent  decree 
action  has  set  the  exhibitors  of  this  state 
to  buzzing.  It  appears  that  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall (MPTOA  president)  will  have  a lot 
of  questions  to  answer  at  the  convention 
when  this  subject  is  brought  up.” 

Increase  Governing  Board 
The  call  for  the  convention  was  issued 
at  a board  of  directors  meeting  held  at  the 
Skirvin  this  week.  At  the  same  time,  the 
directors  voted  to  increase  the  association’s 
governing  board  membership  from  six  to 
12  members.  One  of  the  present  six  di- 
rectors has  resigned  so  there  will  be  seven 
new  men  named  to  that  body  during  the 
forthcoming  meeting. 

It  is  planned  to  have  the  entire  board 
serve  an  over-lapping  period  with  six 
named  for  one-year  periods  and  the  re- 
maining six  named  for  two  years.  Thus 
each  year  six  of  the  12-man  board  will 
be  named,  assuring  experienced  direction 
at  the  helm  of  the  association  at  all  times. 

At  the  board  meeting  a nominating  com- 
mittee was  named  to  select  the  seven  new 
directors  to  be  elected  at  the  meeting. 
After  selection  of  these  directors  the  full 
board  of  twelve  then  will  meet  to  elect 
the  ensuing  year’s  officers  from  their  own 
membership. 

Leonard  White  of  the  Bungalow  The- 
atre at  Weatherford,  Vance  Terry  of  the 
Woodward,  and  Bill  Slepka  of  the  Jewel 
at  Okemah,  comprise  the  committee  to 
handle  these  nominations  at  the  conven- 
tion. 

The  entertainment  and  convention  sche- 
dule has  not  been  completed  as  yet,  Loew- 
enstein states,  as  several  surprises  are 
being  planned  for  this  year’s  meeting. 

(t  ■■  0 

Generous  Gesture 
By  Hoblitzelle 

Dallas — Karl  Hoblitzelle,  noted  civic 
leader  and  philanthropist  as  well  as  the 
state's  ranking  exhibitor,  in  order  to 
bring  about  the  prompt  raising  oi  the 
Community  Chest  quota  here,  has  of- 
fered his  personal  check  for  $10,000  to- 
ward the  goal  provided  a specified  small 
number  of  citizens  match  it.  His  offer 
stipulates  that  these  other  checks  must 
come  from  private  parties  and  not  corp- 
orations. Hoblitzelle  previously  gave  a 
personal  check  for  $5,000  when  the  drive 
started. 

V.'-  ■■  - 'J 


The  Trade  Is  Puzzled  as  to 
Its  Future  Under  Decree 
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At  the  Arkansas  ITO  Convention — 

In  Little  Rock  for  the  semi-annual  convention  of  the  ITO  of  Arkansas  ap- 
peared a goodly  number  of  exhibitors  and  other  trade  figures.  Above  is 
shown  a few  of  these  TOP  ROW.  left  to  right:  J.  F.  Norman,  England,  Ark.; 
J.  A.  Scott,  Alexander  Film  Co.,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.;  R.  V.  Reagin,  RKO, 
Memphis;  S.  M.  Perrin.  Alexander  Film  Co.,  Little  Rock;  M.  L.  Basse.  M-G-M, 
Memphis;  Todd  Ferguson.  M-G-M.  Memphis,  and  Henderson  M.  Richey, 
director  of  exhibitor  relations  for  Loew’s,  Inc.,  New  York.  MIDDLE  ROW, 
same  order:  W.  E.  Malin,  ITO  vice-presideyit,  Augusta.  Ark.:  K.  K.  King, 
secretary.  Searcy.  Ark.:  O.  G.  Wren,  president.  Little  Rock:  M.  L.  Basse, 
again,  and  H.  I.  Mansfield.  Universal  manager,  Memphis.  BOTTOM  ROW. 
left  to  right:  H.  E.  Ruh.  Berryville.  Ark.;  B.  F.  Busby,  Little  Rock;  G.  W. 
Jones,  Lonoke,  Ark.;  M.  Lindner  and  R.  H.  Conway,  both  of  National  Screen 
Service  in  Memphis. 


Kincey  Chain  Honors 
Memory  of  Bailey 


Wilmington,  N.  C. — Answering  the  re- 
quests of  hundreds  of  citizens,  newspaper 
editorials  and  civic  organizations,  Kincey 
interests  here  have  decided  to  re-name 
their  fourth  theatre  here,  upon  which  fin- 
ishing touches  are  being  made. 

Instead  of  The  Colony,  as  originally 
planned  and  announced,  the  new  theatre, 
seating  1,200,  with  two  mercantile  shops 
adjacent,  will  be  named  the  Bailey,  in 
honor  of  George  Bailey,  deceased. 

George  W.  Bailey,  independent  exhibitor 
here  for  many  years  and  leading  spirit  in 
many  civic  enterprises,  became  partners 
with  Kincey  about  four  years  ago.  He  died 
in  July  of  this  year,  after  which  the  prop- 
erties became  100  per  cent  Kincey  man- 
aged, with  the  widow  retaining  an  in- 
terest. 

A.  S.  Grist,  resident  manager,  recently 
transferred  here  from  Wilson,  says  that 
the  Bailey  possibly  will  open  on  December 
21,  although  construction  exigencies  may 
delay  the  inaugural  a few  days. — A.  J.  B. 


$600  for  Safe-Crackers 

Arkadelphia,  Ark. — The  Royal  lost  $600 
to  safe-crackers  Sunday  night.  Cecil  Cupp, 
manager  and  partner  with  the  Robb  & 
Rowley  circuit,  reported  the  loss. 


Price  Furpless  to  Erect 
Third  Amuzu  in  29  Years 

Southport,  N.  C. — Price  F\irpless,  vet- 
eran exhibitor,  announces  that  the  third 
Amuzu  Theatre  to  be  erected  here  in  29 
years,  will  open  in  early  spring  of  next 
year.  Man  and  boy,  Furpless  has  been  at 
the  door  of  an  Amuzu  here  since  early 
1912.  There’s  only  been  one  at  a time, 
however.  When  the  third  Amuzu  is  com- 
pleted, the  second  will  close. 

"It’s  an  old-fashioned  name,  I know,” 
smiled  Mr.  Furpless  when  visited  by  a 
Boxofficer,  “but  it’s  been  good  for  near- 
ly three  decades,  so  I guess  I’ll  stick  to 
it.” 

File  to  Operate  Radio 
Station  in  Cedartown 

Cedartown,  Ga. — Northwest  Georgia 
Broadcasting  Co,  has  filed  an  application 
for  the  operation  of  a radio  station  here. 
Incorporators  of  the  company  include  O.  C. 
and  Joe  Lam  and  R.  W.  Rounsville,  all  of 
Rome. 

The  studio  of  the  station  will  be  located 
above  a new  theatre  now  being  built  here 
by  the  Lam  Amusement  Co. 


Sign  Altec  Service 

Atlanta — Mion  and  Murray  theatres 
have  signed  Altec  to  service  their  new 
suburban  houses,  the  Decatur  in  Decatur, 
Ga.,  the  Little  5 Points  here,  and  the  East 
Point  in  East  Point,  Ga. 


^JIAMI  BEACH’S  pioneer  house,  the 
Community,  is  starting  on  its  last  sea- 
son, word  from  Paramount  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  reveals.  It  was  opened  back  in  the 
days  when  that  long  finger  of  beach  had 
but  a single  connection  with  the  mainland 
of  Miami,  the  long  wooden  bridge  which 
was  the  predecessor  of  the  present  three- 
mile-long  County  Causeway.  The  Com- 
munity bows  out  in  the  spring  to  reduce 
the  number  of  theatres  on  Lincoln  road 
where  there  will  be  four  houses  in  as  many 
blocks  during  the  current  season  ...  as 
soon  as  Paramount’s  new  super  deluxer, 
the  Beach,  is  opened.  Others  on  Lincoln 
Road  are  Wometco’s  Lincoln,  with  which 
the  recently  reopened  Surf  is  continuing 
to  play  features  simultaneously,  and  Para- 
mount’s Colony. 

While  we’re  mentionmg  openings,  chalk 
down  the  lights-on  date  of  that  little  house 
which  stands  a good  chance  of  turning  up 
winner  in  any  contest  to  determine  the 
“theatre  nearest  to  the  ocean’s  edge,”  the 
Arcade  in  the  Hollywood  Beach  Hotel.  Its 
opening  will  be  December  23.  It  is  one  of 
the  three  Sparks’  houses  in  Hollywood, 
oceanfront  resort  town  just  18  miles  north 
of  Miami  and  Miami  Beach  . . . The  Ritz 
goes  back  on  its  full  time  schedule  between 
December  10  ayid  15. 

At  the  Florida  in  Hollywood,  plans  are 
being  completed  for  the  annual  milk  fund 
morning  matinee  at  which  Kumalae’s 
Royal  Hawaiians  will  appear  as  a stage 
presentation  in  addition  to  a regular  fea- 
ture and  shorts.  This  family  of  native 
Hawaiians  who  are  Miami  residents  really 
put  on  a “different”  act.  Manager  Paul 
Robinson  says,  adding  that  the  father  is 
the  only  one  of  the  group  doing  the  hula. 

With  premiere  time  nearing,  it’s  amus- 
ing to  note  the  appropriation  of  that  word 
by  new  clubs  and  bars.  One,  in  particular, 
started  off  smartly  this  week  with  a Win- 
chellish  touch,  billing  itself  as  the  Clubar 
Tahiti  and  promising  “Fun  and  Native 
Environment.”  “Us  natives”  are  going  to 
have  a spot  of  fun  discovering  what  this 
clubar’s  notion  of  “Native  Environment”  is. 

Most  interesting  of  announcements  on 
the  clubfront  is  of  the  umph-y  new  spot 
which  Ben  Marden  is  starting — and  from 
the  palmetto-covered  ground  up — just  ad- 
jacent to  the  beautiful,  much  litigated  new 
horse  racing  plant,  the  Gulf  Stream,  on 
Highway  No.  1 just  south  of  Hollywood. 
The  impresario  himself  flies  back  and 
forth  from  Havana  to  supervise  construc- 
tion. Latest  word  is  that  Harry  Richman 
will  be  a partner  in  the  enterprise  and 
that  Paul  Whiteman’s  is  to  be  the  opening 


When  local  theatremen  were  taking 
postmen’s  holidays  this  week,  they  dashed 
out  to  the  initial  program  of  the  Midget 
Auto  Races  and  the  formal  opening  of  the 
Sunny  Isles  Club. 

The  screening  of  “Adolescence,”  the 
Hirliman  production  which  is  the  first  full 
length  feature  produced  at  the  new  Colon- 
nade Studios  in  Coral  Gables,  was  sup- 
posed to  be  secret  even  from  the  press;  but 
this  interesting  word  leaked  out:  That  it 
is  surpassing  expectations  of  both  pro- 
ducer and  directors  as  to  its  photographic 
and  dramatic  effectiveness.  Regular  pre- 
miere is  to  be  an  event  of  the  near  future. 
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gOB  SIGLER,  owner  and  manager  of 
the  Royal,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  is  erect- 
ing a new  theatre  in  Greenwood,  Miss., 
which  will  be  completed  in  time  for  the 
Xmas  holiday  trade.  It  will  seat  approxi- 
mately 500  . . . 20th-Fox  screened  “Tin 
Pan  Alley”  in  their  projection  room  for 
approximately  50  exhibitors  of  the  city  and 
the  New  Orleans  area. 

Emile  Tate  of  Washington  and  Ville 
Platte  missed  his  usual  visit  to  the  city  last 
week,  being  confined  by  flu.  He  was  rep- 
resented on  the  Row  by  his  son  . . . In- 
formation from  Meridian,  Miss.,  says  work 
has  started  on  the  new  theatre  in  Meri- 
dian and  the  house  will  be  opened  short- 
ly. It  is  owned  jointly  by  A.  L.  Royal  of 
Gulfport  and  W.  A.  Prewitt  of  New  Or- 
leans. 

New  Orleans  has  a new  theatre  supply 
house,  just  opened  by  John  Elzeny,  lately 
from  Shreveport  . . . The  industry  in 
Louisiana  was  hard  hit  by  recent  storms 
and  heavy  rains.  The  western  section  of 
the  state  has  recovered  from  the  water 
of  last  spring  and  now  is  one  of  the 
brightest  spots  of  the  state. 

All  major  exchanges  are  making  ar- 
rangements for  the  installation  of  Xmas 
trees  in  their  offices.  They  are  contem- 
plating closing  at  noon  Tuesday,  the  day 
before  Christmas.  Theatres  in  the  metro- 
politan district  will  exhibit  trees  in  their 
lobbies  and  neighborhood  houses  will  fol- 
low suit,  with  turkeys  given  free  to  hold- 
ers of  lucky  numbers. 

Visitors  to  the  Row:  Louisiana — G.  C. 
Ogden,  Chimes,  University,  Baton  Rouge; 
Morris  Meltz,  Ferriday,  Ferriday;  A.  J. 
Brussard,  Bruce,  Crowley;  R.  Molzon, 
Plaincourtville;  Mrs.  Gene  Anthony,  Pon- 
chatoula;  H.  Labat,  Fern,  Raceland;  Joe 
Barcelona  of  Baton  Rouge.  Mississippi — 
Ed  Delaney,  Pike,  Magnolia:  F.  R.  Law- 
rence, Ritz,  Laurel;  Jack  Terry,  Scott; 
Frank  Bishop,  Variety,  Ellisville;  W.  L. 
Mosely,  Ritz,  Picayune;  A.  L.  Royal,  Mc- 
Comb. 

Manager  Gayliano,  who  now  is  operating 
the  Community  Theatre  for  the  Godchaux 
Sugars,  Inc.,  of  Reserve,  La.,  was  in  the 
city  and  reports  business  exceedingly  good. 

Anthony  Petrie,  assistant  to  Rodney 
Toups,  manager  of  Loew’s  State,  is 
recovering  from  a major  operation  and 
expects  to  be  back  at  his  desk  in  less  than 
a month.  In  the  meantime,  Howard  But- 
terford  is  performing  his  duties  . . . The 
Royal  at  Marero  has  reopened  with  double 
features  . . . Evelyn  Kelly,  daughter  of 
Robert  (Bob)  Kelly,  office  manager  for 
Columbia,  celebrated  her  16th  birthday 
recently.  A surprise  party  was  tendered 
her  by  friends  at  which  time  she  was  the 
recipient  of  many  handsome  presents  . . . 
W.  E.  Houck  of  the  Exhibitors  Poster  ex- 
change celebrated  his  65th  birthday.  A 
party  was  also  tendered  for  him  by  friends. 

The  Allied  movement  in  this  area  has 
seemingly  died  since  the  untimely  death 
of  Henry  Lazarus  who  for  years  fought  for 
the  independent  movement  . . . Salesmen 
returning  from  the  upstate  area  report 
that  with  few  exceptions  theatres  devoted 
to  colored  patronage  are  doing  the  best 
business  ever.  And  no  premiums  or  give- 
aways are  needed  to  attract  patronage. 
In  New  Orleans  proper  this  is  likewise 


true.  Action  pictures  are  in  demand  . . . 
R.  J.  Hoffmann,  secretary -treasurer  of  Ex- 
hibitors Poster  exchange,  on  returning 
from  his  honeymoon,  plunged  into  a two- 
weeks  accumulation  of  work  . ..  Max 
H.  Braselton,  booker  at  Monogram,  is  look- 
ing forward  to  spending  Xmas  with  his 
friends  in  Atlanta. 

“Boom  Town”  is  now  advertised  at  the 
Globe,  a Saenger  house  on  Canal  Street, 
for  16  cents  till  5 p.  m.  . . . The  Louisiana 
Council  for  Motion  Pictures  held  an  all-day 
institute  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  edu- 
cators and  community  leaders  closer  to- 
gether on  visual  education  in  the  schools. 
Mrs.  A.  S.  Tucker  was  chairman  at  the 
gathering  ...  Ed  Kennedy,  well  known  to 
exhibitors  here,  and  over  the  state,  is  now 
selling  Gaumont-British  product,  released 
by  Pox  . . . Frank  Bishop’s  rebuilt  house 
in  Clarksdale  Miss.,  will  have  an  early 
opening. 

Visitors:  Louisiana — Anthony  Sampia, 
Raceland,  Raceland;  Mrs.  Violet  Taylor, 
Denham  Springs;  C.  W.  Butterfield, 
Amusu,  New  Iberia;  Clarence  Thomesie, 
Gay,  Harvey;  J.  C.  Keller,  Eunice;  L.  C. 
Lampo,  Avalon,  Jenerette;  Mississippi — 
Stanley  Taylor,  Crosby,  Crosby;  T.  B.  Bar- 
nett, Ritz,  DeKalb;  Guy  Adams,  Vicks- 
burg; H.  A.  Everett,  McFee;  Max  Connett, 
Avalon,  Pass  Christian;  and  W.  A.  Hen- 
drix, Monroe,  Monroeville,  Ala,  and  W.  E. 
Rook,  Palace,  Aliceville,  Ala. 


ABOUT  THE  HUNTING  CLUB: 

Owing  to  the  approach  of  the  holidays, 
the  Filmrow  Hunting  Club  has  suspended 
meetings  till  January  in  order  that  mem- 
bers might  spend  their  evenings  at  home. 

The  possum  dinner  on  Thanksgiving 
was  called  off  when  the  Think-O-Graph 
invented  by  Fred  Goodrow  of  Atlantic 
Films  flashed  this  thought  from  the  treas- 
urer to  Ralph  Reed  who  was  presiding  at 
the  last  meeting:  “There  are  five  or  six 


fat  tomcats  making  my  back  fence  a dating 
place  and  they  spend  the  evening  calling 
for  M-a-r-i-e-r.  I’ll  get  ’em  and  unload 
’em  on  the  club.  The  boys  won’t  know  the 
difference.  When  they’re  smacking  their 
lips  over  sweet  ’tatoes  and  possum  they’ll 
really  be  eating  sweet  ’tators  and  cat.” 

At  the  January  session,  officers  will  be 
elected  thus  giving  the  club  a clean  slate. 
The  treasurer  is  objecting,  saying,  “I  was 
elected  once  without  opposition.  Why  can’t 
I keep  it?” 

Traveling  Organizer  Cobb  has  asked 
for  a helper,  giving  as  his  reason  that 
some  of  the  upstate  exhibitors  are  hard 
hitters  when  it  comes  to  getting  their 
names  on  the  line. 


JANE  PARADIS,  who  has  been  operating 
the  Oasis  at  Wilson  for  years,  made 
her  first  visit  to  Charlotte.  Pauline  Grif- 
fith, secretary  of  the  TOA  of  the  Caro- 
linas,  introduced  her  along  Filmrow. 
Mrs.  Paradis  expects  to  attend  the  De- 
cember convention. 

K.  E.  Bryson  has  opened  his  new  theatre 
in  Hamlet.  It  has  not  yet  been  christened 
. . . The  new  house  being  constructed  by 
W . S.  Walker  in  Summerton,  S.  C.,  will  be 
ready  for  opening  soon  . . . L.  C.  Sipe  and 
H.  H.  Everett  have  taken  over  the  Caro- 
lina at  Spindale. 

Visitors  on  Filmrow  included;  C.  C. 
Whitacre,  who  operates  the  Myers  at  Nash- 
ville; O.  T.  Kirby,  Dolly  Madison,  Roxboro; 
H.  P.  Howell,  Howell  & Davis  circuit, 
Smithfield;  William  Owner,  Webb,  Gas- 
tonia: C.  M.  Bowdin,  Palace,  New  Bern, 
and  J.  A.  Reynolds,  State,  Shelby  . . . 
Jimmie  Earnhardt  of  Edenton,  C.  A.  Turn- 
age  of  Washington  and  J.  W.  Watts  were 
also  recent  visitors. 


NAKED  EYE^S 

ARE  SEEING  MORE  AND  MORE  OF 

PROJECTION 


TRADE  MARK  REC'O. 


and 

Critical  Ears  are  Listening  to  More 
and  More  of  SIMPLEX  FOUR-STAR 
SOUND  . . . 


Are  Your  Patrons  Enjoying  the  Best? 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

Dallas,  Atlanta,  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Charlotte  and  Oklahoma  City 
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: There's  "Heck"  to  Pay  ; 

- j 

And  we’re  doing  it  this  way.  Here  he 
had  all  bloomed  out  as  president  of  Char- 
lotte’s very  first  Va- 
riety Club  (Chief 
Barker  he  is  called 
by  the  barkers)  and 
we  go  and  run  the 
wrong  picture  of  H. 
H.  <Heck)  Everett  in 
our  last  issue.  To 
square  things  in  a 
sort  of  a way,  here 
is  what  Heck  really 
looks  like — at  least 
what  he  looked  like 
way  back  there  when 
our  cut  file  caught 
up  with  him  as  No. 
1235.  And  the  club  is  away  to  a nice  start. 
Meeting  in  the  Paramount  exchange,  60 
film  men  and  exhibitors  signed  up  as 
charter  members. 

Charter  members  of  the  new  Variety 
Tent,  which  shortly  will  announce  per- 
manent quarters,  follow: 

J.  H.  Dillon  of  Republic,  Benn  H.  Ro- 
senwald  of  Loew’s,  J.  A.  Bachman  of  Vita- 
graph,  Jay  Schrader  of  United  Artists, 
P.  H.  Longdon  of  20th-Fox,  Joseph 
B.  Brecheen  of  RKO,  R.  J.  Ingram  of  Co- 
lumbia, Scott  Lett  of  Paramount,  Frank 
H.  Beddingfield  of  Advertising  Accessories, 
James  Prichard  of  Universal,  H.  H.  Everett, 
Jack  Lamont  of  Monogram,  'Watt  Parker 
of  Atlantic  Pictures,  R.  M.  Simril  of  Na- 
tional Screen,  E.  H.  Marx  of  National 
Theatre  Supply,  F.  A.  Roosevelt  of  Ross 
Federal  Service,  J.  H.  Vickers  of  Caro- 
lina Delivery  Service,  H.  F.  iMike)  Kin- 
cey  of  North  Carolina  Theatres,  all  of 
Charlotte,  and  C.  R.  Bamford  of  Publix- 
Bamford  Theatres  of  Asheville. 

Also  Tom  A.  Little,  Sam  W.  Craver,  Roy 
Smart,  Ernest  Stellings,  Marsh  Funder- 
burk, Jack  London,  Harold  Keeter,  H.  H. 
Jordan,  Dean  S.  House,  Robert  Master- 
man,  R.  Goode,  J.  Greenleaf,  Roger  S. 
Mitchell,  F.  E.  Dyer,  R.  D.  'Williamson, 


Blumenthal  Firm  Acquires 
Two  in  Florence,  S.  C, 

Florence,  S.  C. — Ellis  Blumenthal,  presi- 
dent of  the  B&B  Theatres  Corp.,  operating 
theatres  in  four  southern  states,  recently 
acquired  two  houses  here,  the  State  and 
Lincoln. 

C.  A.  Matthews,  formerly  with  Loew’s 
and  more  recently  manager  of  the  deluxe 
Orpheum  in  Memphis,  is  city  manager 
for  B&B  in  Florence.  Barney  Hohenstein, 
transferred  from  Savannah,  is  assistant 
to  Matthews. 

Three  additional  openings  in  the  near 
future  are  planned  by  the  company. 


VanDerburgh  Will  Expand 
Pageland,  S.  C. — W.  D.  VanDerburgh, 
owner-manager  of  the  Pageland  Theatre 
here,  interested  also  in  theatre  properties 
at  Williston  and  Salley,  both  in  the  Pal- 
metto State,  will  erect  a new  300-seater 
here,  and  also  plans  another  house  in  a 
North  Carolina  town,  as  yet  unnamed. 


Display  Slot  Films 

New  Orleans — Representatives  of  the 
Phonovision  Corp.  of  America  are  show- 
ing 3-minute  music  box  films  at  the  Roose- 
velt Hotel  and,  according  to  the  salesmen, 
will  have  distribution  throughout  the  city 
at  a nickel  a view. 


Two  Install  General  Seats 

Miami — General  seats  have  been  in- 
stalled at  the  Prince,  Pahokee,  Fla.,  and 
at  the  Strand.  Hot  Springs,  Ark. 


George  Roscoe,  M.  L.  Stevens,  Bert  Adams, 
Bill  Holliday,  Sol  Frifield,  Olin  Mock,  John 
Holston,  George  Ebersole,  G.  Ward,  Mur- 
ray Starr,  Ray  Ervin,  Tom  Bailey,  Barney 
Ross,  A1  Burks,  L.  C.  Sipe,  Harry  Hardy, 
Robert  Pinson,  Sam  Hinson.  Max  Bryant 
and  Robert  M.  Boovy,  all  of  Charlotte. 

Also  A.  F.  Sams  jr.  of  Statesville,  Al- 
bert Sottile  of  Charleston,  S.  S.  Steven- 
son of  Henderson,  Lyle  M.  Wilson  of  Roa- 
noke Rapids,  Roy  P.  Rosser  of  Sanford 
and  George  W.  Parr  of  Lancaster. 


A T IIL  A M T A\ 

VISITORS:  H.  K.  Timberlake,  Isabelle, 
Stevenson,  Ala.;  Frank  Merritt,  Empire, 
Birmingham:  J.  S.  Tankersley  jr.,  Ellijay, 
Ellijay,  Ga.;  T.  E.  Watson,  Strand,  Monte- 
vallo,  Ala.;  P.  V.  Kelley  and  partner;  R.  S. 
Stephens,  Loma,  Lawrenceville,  Ga.;  Mrs. 
Alma  King,  and  daughter,  Ritz,  Bruns- 
wick, Ga.;  Hudson  Edwards,  Lucas,  Sa- 
vannah; Art  Barry,  Macon;  R.  L.  Camp, 
Ritz,  Barnesville,  Ga.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas. 
Powell,  Moultrie,  Moultrie,  Ga.;  R.  D.  Page, 
Maury,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Tenn.;  John  Miller, 
Dixie,  Cordova,  Ala.;  Mary  Hayes  Davis, 
Dixie-Crystal,  Clewiston,  Fla.;  J.  S.  Dar- 
nell, Jasper,  Jasper,  Ga.;  Mrs.  Violet  Ed- 
wards, Royal,  Monticello,  Ga.;  M.  C. 
Moore,  Riverside,  Jacksonville;  Katherine 
Johnson,  Katherine,  Monticello,  Fla.;  Bill 
Dowler,  Dixie  Operating  Co.,  Chattanooga; 
Mrs.  L.  W.  Holland,  Madison,  Ga.;  Tom 
Brannon.  Magnolia,  Titusville,  Fla. 

Mrs.  Mary  N.  Thornton  has  been  added 
to  the  Universal  mspection  department  . . . 
Kirkwood  Civitan  Club  of  which  Lionel 
Keene  of  the  Kirkwood  Theatre  is  a mem- 
ber had  a boys’  night  this  past  week  and 
entertained  their  guests  at  a dinner  and 
theatre  party  as  Keene’s  guest. 

Joe  Abercrombie  of  the  Emory  is  back 
on  schedule  after  an  absence  of  ten  days 
due  to  illness  . . . Harold  Laird,  Republic 
branch  manager  at  Tampa,  spent  several 
days  here  . . . Mrs.  F.  C.  Thompson  of  the 
Ramon  at  Frostproof,  Fla.,  spent  several 
days  booking  on  her  semi-annual  trip  to 
the  Row  . . . The  20th  Century -Fox  force 
from  Charlotte  was  in  town  over  the  week- 
end attending  a division  meeting. 

H.  A.  Price,  Price  Theatre,  Thomson, 
Ga.,  was  on  the  Row  for  the  first  time  in 
many  weeks.  He  has  been  ill  ..  . Martin  & 
Thompson’s  new  Roxy,  Perry,  Ga.,  de- 
stroyed by  fire  and  rebuilt  from  the  ground 
up,  held  formal  opening  Monday. 

Madge  Milner,  Warner  Bros.,  is  back  at 
her  desk  as  secretary  to  the  manager  after 
an  absence  of  several  montlis  . . . The  en- 
tire Warner  branch  personnel  was  the 
guest  of  Gradwell  L.  Sears  at  the  Georgia- 
Tech  freshman  game  Thanksgiving  Day. 
Entire  proceeds  of  this  annual  game  go 
to  the  Scottish  Rite  Hospital  for  Crippled 
Children  . . . J.  U.  McCormick,  Amity  Ex- 
change, will  attend  the  North  and  South 
Carolina  Theatre  Owners  convention  in 
Charlotte,  December  1-2. 

Charles  T.  Rook  of  Montgomery,  Ala., 
had  as  his  guests  for  Thanksgiving  dinner, 
two  of  his  brothers  and  their  families.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Elmer  Rook  and  young  son, 
Charlie,  drove  over  from  Cheyenne,  Okla., 
where  they  own  and  operate  the  new  Rook 
Theatre.  Al  Rook  of  the  Atlanta  Republic 
branch  drove  down  with  his  ivife  and  girls 
to  get  in  on  the  turkey  . . . Jeff  B.  Wilson 
of  the  Biscoe  at  Biscoe,  N.  C.,  was  among 
Atlanta  visitors. 

Colonel  Thomas  Orr  and  O.  C.  Lam  were 
hosts  over  the  weekend  at  a fishing  trip  on 
their  cruiser  at  Guntersville,  Ala.,  to  the 
following;  Jack  Barrett,  Accessory  Con- 
solidation Service,  Riley  Davis,  Theatrical 
Printing  Co.,  Howard  Schuessler  and 
Pleasant  Blankenship  of  the  Lam 
Amusement  Co.  The  total  catch  was  ap- 
proximately 15  pounds. 


Renovate  Majestic 
Tarboro,  N.  C. — A program  of  renova- 
tion was  completed  here  recently  at  the 
Majestic.  The  house  is  managed  by  A.  E. 
Miller. 
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THANKS  MR.  EXHIBjlTOR 

E Your  continued  patronage  has  enabled  us  to  increase  E 

E our  stock  and  better  handle  your  orders.  E 

I REMEMBER  | 

I NO  CONTRACTS  NECESSARY  | 

E REASONABLE  TIME  TO  RETURN  PAPER  | 

I HIGHEST  POSSIBLE  CREDIT  ON  RETURNED  PAPER  | 

I Maintain  Independence  by  Dealing  With  the  | 

I ONLY  Independent  Poster  Exchange  in  the  South  | 

E Send  Us  Your  Orders  and  Used  Paper  NOW!  We  Are  Here  To  Stay.  = 

I EXHIBITORS  POSTER  EXCHANGE,  INC.  | 

E 221  So.  Liberty  Street  New  Orleans,  La.  = 
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T EE  THREET  of  Lufkin,  now  apparently 
out  of  show  business  after  operating 
his  own  theatre  since  the  advent  of  sound, 
was  on  the  Row  Tuesday.  He  is  in  the 
radio  game  handling  RCA  in  nine  coun- 
ties around  Lufkin.  To  Threet  goes  credit 
for  building  two  of  the  finest  small  town 
theatres  anywhere,  the  Jackson  in  Jack- 
sonville and  the  Campus  in  College  Sta- 
tion . . . Roy  Brockman,  op>erating  the 
McKinney  theatres  with  R&R  as  a part- 
ner, was  here  Tuesday  mingling  about  and 
conferring  at  the  home  office. 

Frank  Benson,  manager  of  the  Ritz  and 
Majestic  in  Bowie  and  known  for  his  ef- 
fective exploitation  and  advertising  abil- 
ity, is  improving  in  health  after  pro- 
longed medical  treatment  ...  Ed  Sulli- 
van, manager  of  Elm  Street’s  Majestic,  has 
recovered  from  slight  injuries  received  in 
a head-on  collision  a few  days  ago.  He 
was  driving  home  to  dinner  when  his  ve- 
hicle and  a car  full  of  soldiers  on  its 
way  to  camp  collided.  Sullivan  was  the 
only  one  hurt. 

A.  R.  Milentz  of  Liberty  beat  high  water 
to  Dallas  over  the  weekend  to  set  De- 
cember bookings  . . . Karl  Tate  of  Valley 
Mills  brought  Ed  and  John  Fadal  to  the 
Row  Monday,  assisting  them  in  making 
transfers  in  booking  departments,  the 
Fadals  being  the  new  owners  of  the  Ritz 
which  they  just  bought  from  Tate. 

Tom  R.  Clemmons  arrived  Tuesday  for 
a business  visit  following  the  fine  open- 
ing of  his  new  Royal  at  Orange.  He  said 
he  has  abandoned  the  idea  of  a colored 
show  there.  His  temporary  headquarters 
remain  in  Beaumont  but  he  plans  a Dallas 
office  soon  to  handle  several  other  thea- 
tre situations  which  he  has  in  mind. 
Clemmons  said  government  work  at 
Orange,  preparatory  to  the  building  of 
destroyers  there,  is  being  done  on  a grad- 
ual scale  and  that  full  effect  of  the  de- 
fense program  there  will  not  be  felt  for 
some  time. 

Four  sons  of  the  veteran  Texas  exhibitor, 
H.  T.  Hodge  of  Abilene,  visited  Filmrow 
a few  days  ago.  It  was  in  no  sense  a re- 
union and  in  fact  they  didn’t  even  get  to- 
gether while  here.  They  just  happened  to 
have  tickets  to  the  Texas  A&M-SMU  game 
and  were  traveling  east  to  see  it.  The 
brothers  here  were  Howard,  manager  of 
theatres  at  Midland;  H.  J.,  manager  at 
Winters;  Sanford,  manager  at  Stamford, 
and  Norman,  manager  at  Merkel.  All  of 
the  theatres  are  affiliated  with  R.  E. 
Griffith’s  Wes-Tex  division. 

L.  H.  Grandjean,  advertising  expert 
formerly  of  Dallas  and  now  with  Motion 
Picture  Advertisers  in  Hew  Orleans,  was 
here  with  Mrs.  Grandjean  for  a few  days 
stay  with  their  son,  Irving,  and  a new 
granddaughter,  Judith.  Irving  is  in  the 
production  department  of  National  Screen 
Service  here  . . . Mrs.  C.  W.  Matson  was  in 
town  booking  with  her  daughter,  Dorothy. 
She  has  four  theatres,  in  Rockdale,  Cald- 
well, Giddings  and  Somerville. 

Roy  Howell  is  remodeling  and  streamlin- 
ing the  Dixie  and  Gem  in  Coleman  . . . 
Raymond  Comes  says  he  has  completed 
an  entire  new  front  on  the  Palace  in 
Farmersville,  including  a streamlined 
marquee  . . . M.  A.  Payne,  manager  of  the 
State  at  Stamford,  was  here  booking  and 
buying  and  negotiating  for  a new  marquee 
for  the  theatre.  The  interior  has  just  been 
redecorated,  he  said  . . . Tommy  White  of 
(Continued  on  page  69) 


Paul  Short  to  Helm 
Of  Dallas  Variety 

Dallas — Following  the  election  Monday 
night  of  a new  crew,  or  board  of  direc- 
tors, for  the  coming  year,  Paul  Short, 
district  manager  for  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice, was  named  chief  barker  of  the  Dallas 
Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  17,  succeeding  R.  J. 
O’Donnell,  who  did  not  “choose  to  run” 
again  for  that  honorable  office. 

Other  officers  elected  were:  Burt  King, 
first  assistant  chief  barker;  James  O. 
Cherry,  second  assistant  chief  barker; 
Ted  deBoer,  dough  guy  or  treasurer,  and 
Don  C.  Douglas,  property  master  or  sec- 
retary. 

The  directorate  of  11  for  the  new  year 
follows:  R.  E.  Griffith,  Short,  Lynn  Stock- 
er, B.  C.  Gibson,  deBoer,  Cherry,  William 
O’Donnell,  King,  W.  G.  Underwood,  Jake 
Lutzer  and  Douglas. 

On  hand  for  the  election  were  150  resi- 
dent members.  Short  became  recognized 
in  show  business  as  managing  director  of 
the  Majestic  on  Elm  St.  He  left  that  as- 
signment several  years  ago  to  join  Na- 
tional Screen  where  he  moved  up  rapidly 
to  district  manager  of  that  company  and 
its  subsidiary  organizations.  Short  was 
chairman  of  arrangements  for  the  success- 
ful Variety  national  convention  here  last 
April.  He  is  heralded  as  one  of  the  club’s 
best  workers. 

O’Donnell  was  one  of  the  founders  and 
has  been  chief  barker  of  Tent  17  since  its 
organization  five  years  ago.  A tribute  to 
his  influence  in  making  the  tent  a leader 
among  the  other  22,  is  the  large  oil  por- 
trait which  hangs  in  the  club’s  swanky 
quarters  at  the  Adolphus.  He  remains  as 
first  assistant  chief  barker  of  the  national 
organization  and  as  district  supervisor  of 
the  club  in  the  11  southern  states  and 
California.  He  will  also  serve  as  ex-of- 
ficio  member  of  the  new  local  crew. 

Short  and  the  new  officers  will  be  in- 
ducted at  the  club’s  annual  New  Year’s 
Eve  affair  at  the  Adolphus  Hotel. 

Delegates,  or  clowns,  selected  to  attend 


Elements  No  Serious 
Business  Deterrent 


Dallas — Show  business  slumped,  but  not 
seriously,  last  week  in  the  icy  regions  of 
Amarillo,  the  Panhandle  country  and  in 
the  high-water  areas  of  east  and  central 
Texas. 

A.  H.  Truitt  of  the  Star  at  Amarillo, 
who  was  on  the  Row  Wednesday,  said  his 
house  had  been  dark  since  the  previous 
Saturday  on  account  of  power  being  off. 
He  added  every  tree  and  pole  in  the  city 
was  down.  He  said  emergency  lines  were 
run  into  the  downtown  area. 

It  was  learned  at  the  Interstate  office 
here  all  of  their  Amarillo  houses  ran  full 
time,  but  that  closing  during  the  stress 
period  was  at  10  o’clock.  Power  went  off 
at  that  hour. 

Bookers  said  there  had  been  no  in- 
terruption in  film  shipping,  indicating 
none  of  the  theatres  in  the  Panhandle 
area  lost  any  show  time. 

In  Palestine,  where  high  water  was  re- 
ported, it  was  learned  the  three  R&R 
houses  there  remained  dry  and  that  the 
renewed  Pal  was  all  ready  to  open  Thurs- 
day night  under  the  direction  of  J.  F. 
Jones. 

Bookers  said  further  that  Jefferson 
Amusement  houses  in  east  Texas  ran 
smoothly  despite  continued  downpours  of 
rain. 

Highest  water  was  reported  at  Crockett 
and  Nacogdoches,  but  no  serious  theatre 
damage  resulted. 


the  national  convention  next  April  in  At- 
lantic City  were  Duke  Evans  and  Clyde 
Hoover.  Fred  Hoenscheidt  and  Wallace 
Walthall  were  named  alternates. 

Variety’s  main  charitable  work  for  the 
coming  year  will  continue  to  be  the  sup- 
port of  Freeman  Memorial  Clinic  for  un- 
derprivileged children,  the  Boys’  Camp  at 
Belton,  Hope  Cottage  for  foundlings  and 
the  Sullivan  Park  swimming  pool. 


WRITE  US 

YOUR  REQUIREMENTS  FOR 

National  Carbons  for  Projection  Lamps 
Reflector  Arc  Lamps,  new  or  used 
Parts  for  your  Powers  Machines 
Parts  for  your  Simplex  Machines 
Tickets,  both  stock  and  special  printed 
Ticket  Machines — Exciter  Lamps 
Sound  Head  Drive  Belts 
Photo  Electric  Cells — Thumb  Tacks 
Sound  Equipment,  new  or  used 
New  Projection  Equipment 
Used  Projection  Equipment 
Popcorn  Machines — Film  Cabinets 

I WE  HAVE  IT 

BERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always’’ 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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-Pliotos  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

RALPH  McCOY  T.  R.  GILLIAM 

In  Warner  Southeastern  Shiit — 

Affected  by  the  nation-wide  shift  in  sales  force  figures  announced  by  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears,  Warner  general  sales  manager,  are  the  above  mdividuals.  Ralph 
McCoy  becomes  southeastern  district  manager  in  charge  of  Atlanta,  Charlotte 
and  Memphis  exchanges.  T.  R.  Gilliam,  formerly  manager  m Chicago,  takes 
over  the  Atlanta  helm  succeeding  McCoy. 


(r 


Concerning  the  Carolinas 


'i: - - - --fJ 


By  A.  JULES  BENEDIC 
Myrtle  Beach,  S.  C. — Business  on  a 
whole  is  better  in  South  Carolina.  Par- 
ticularly is  this  true  in  the  cities,  such  as 
Columbia,  Charleston,  Greenville.  This  is 
traceable  to  government  contracts,  soldiers 
and  the  like,  as  well  as  improved  condi- 
tions generally. 

But  if  the  motion  picture  business  is  bet- 
ter, there’s  a bigger  boom  in  automotive 
circles.  Since  the  hybrid  Juggernaut, 
called  by  courtesy  an  Auburn,  struck 
South  Carolina  highways,  wives  of  repair- 
men are  sporting  mink  and  sable.  This 
unusual  prosperity,  of  which  North  Caro- 
lina got  its  share  recently,  has  extended 
to  the  welding  trades.  Now  that  we  can’t 
buy  a part  for  the  blooming  thing,  we  re- 
sort to  welding,  and  shops  are  working 
overtime  with  double  shifts. 

Jottings  on  the  Jallopy 
This  sort  of  thing  must  travel  by  word 
of  mouth,  for  we  are  met  in  each  town 
with  knowledge  of  aforehand.  A gentle- 


man’s agreement  apparently  exists  not  to 
make  us  a good  offer  on  a trade-in,  for 
that  would  automatically  kill  present  pros- 
perity. It  is  understood  on  reliable  author- 
ity that  a resolution  will  be  presented  at 
the  coming  convention  of  the  S.  Carolina 
Auto  Repairers’  Ass’n,  to  keep  the  jallopy 
going  as  long  as  possible,  even  if  a few 
spare  parts  have  to  be  thrown  in  for  good 
measure. 

We  bump  to  the  Beach  and  bustle 
’round  a bit  with  B.  B.  Benfield  of  the 
Gloria  and  Broadway  theatres.  We  meet, 
also,  Jimmy  Porter,  Mr.  Benfield’s  man- 
ager; Jimmy’s  young  daughter,  “Sandy,” 
and  the  Missus  . . . We  gallop  to  George- 
town, and  muscle  in  on  Morris,  whose 
other  name  is  Abrams,  and  whose  swanky 
Palace  is  a credit  to  that  town.  Ambling 
to  Andrews,  we  top  off  a talk  with  Taylor, 
W.  W.;  Mr.  Abrams’  manager. 

We  clip  to  Conway  and  meet  McCoy, 
A.  B.;  whose  “Grand  Ole  Opry”  stacks  ’em 
in  because  Weaver  Bros,  and  Elviry  played 


WHY  TAKE  CHANCES? 

with  Foul  Air  Impregnated  with  Germs 


Foul  air  is  unhealthy,  and  a menace  to  the  health  and  comfort 
of  your  patrons.  The  KOZONO  entirely  eliminates  ANY  AND 
ALL  ODORS  ELECTRICALLY.  This  scientific  marvel,  DEODOR- 
IZES and  REVITALIZES,  destroying  bacteria  as  well.  YEARS 
OF  UNINTERRUPTED  SUCCESS  in  29  STATES.  Used  and  in- 
dorsed by  outstanding  theatres  and  theatre  circuits.  A post 
card  will  bring  you  catalogues  and  detailed  information. 


THE  KOZONO  COMPANY 


CHARLOTTE 


123  West  Trade-B 


N.  CAROLINA 


the  town  in  person  . . . We  hop  to  Holly 
Hill  and  finagle  ’round  with  Ed  Felkel,  the 
Wactor  manager  at  the  New  . . . Ditto  with 
John  A.  Murray,  in  a similiar  capacity 
for  Wactor  at  St.  Matthews  . . . Slipping  to 
Summerville,  it’s  no  go  for  a visit  to  Morris 
Legendre,  who’s  out  of  town,  but  we  confer 
with  Grange  Cuthbert,  manager  . . . The 
ferry’s  free  on  the  cut-off  to  George- 
town, which  makes  up,  in  a measure,  for 
South  Carolina’s  19-cent  cigarettes  and 
six-cent  “cokes.” 

C.  A.  Harper  jr.  is  completely  rebuilding 
the  destroyed  Anne  at  Estill.  This  300- 
seater  long  has  been  famous  as  the  small- 
est air-conditioned  theatre  in  the  world, 
and  will  be  restored  as  it  originally  stood, 
says  “C.  A.”  . . . Curtis  Mees,  Kincey  man- 
ager, again  figures  in  the  newsgrist.  He’s 
been  transferred  back  from  High  Point  to 
his  old  haunt,  the  Strand  at  Columbia, 
reopened  Saturday  after  complete  renova- 
tion . . . William  S.  Walker  of  Elloree  is 
erecting  the  new  Gem  in  Summerton,  a 
250-seater,  which  will  open  ’round  Christ- 
mas. 

Oscillations  at  Orangeburg 

J.  I.  Sims  soon  to  start  work  on  his  new 
Reliance  in  Orangeburg.  The  new  show 
will  seat  650  and  be  the  last  word  . . . We 
cut  in  on  E.  R.  Covington,  partner-man- 
ager of  the  new  State  at  Orangeburg, 
opened  recently  for  colored  trade,  and  also 
wangle  a bit  with  J.  W.  Wactor,  who  has 
a mercantile  establishment  there  besides 
owning  two  theatres  nearby. 

Opening  of  the  new  Rex  at  Sumter  is 
uncertain  as  to  date,  says  K.  Ward  . . ., 
C.  Prosser  of  the  Ritz  at  Johnsonville 
caught  on  the  fly  . . . George  W.  Parr  of 
Lancaster  readying  his  new  Imperial  for 
an  early  opening  ...  We  meet  M.  S.  Katz 
in  the  Royal  Cafe  at  Charlotte  and  hear 
news  of  Ike,  David  and  others  of  the  Pro- 
ducers Releasing  crew  . . . T.  K.  Lee, 
whom  last  we  called  on  in  1937,  another 
pleasant  visit  at  Kershaw  . . . Q.  A.  Ken- 
nedy caught  at  the  Williston  in  the  town 
of  that  name.  The  show’s  really  managed 
by  his  son  of  the  same  name,  who’s  a stu- 
dent at  Castle  Heights  Military  Academy 
in  Lebanon,  Tenn.  . . . J.  W.  Hand  of  the 
Little  at  Bamberg  is  also  chief  of  the  fire 
department;  owner  of  a radio  shop,  etc. 
Mr.  Hand  has  rigged  up  a device  that  per- 
mits two-way  conversations  between  the 
boxoffice,  booth  and  his  shop;  also  is 
used  to  call  patrons  out  of  the  theatre  in 
emergencies.  Mr.  Hand,  incidentally,  took 
the  only  pictures  of  the  recent  Charleston 
storm  disaster. 

Palmetto  Palaverings 

B.  E.  Cooper  jr.  is  lessee-manager  of  the 
new  Ritz  in  Barnwell,  being  erected  by 
G.  W.  Lundy  of  Denmark.  It  will  open  in 
a few  weeks  . . . We  run  into  our  old 
Georgia  pal,  J.  T.  Douglas,  formerly  with 
the  Brice  chain,  now  lessee-manager  of  the 
Carolina  in  Allendale  . . . Warren  Irvin, 
district  manager  for  Kincey,  tells  us  work 
soon  will  start  on  the  new  1,250-seat  Caro- 
lina in  Columbia,  the  State  capital,  now 
enjoying  at  least  a temporary  boom  due 
to  governmental  work  . . . Roy  Malmborg, 
Wil-Kin  supply  manager,  out  in  his  S. 
Carolina  territory. 

As  we  predicted,  Fayetteville  theatres 
opened  Sunday,  temporarily  at  least,  ac- 
cording to  a story  in  the  Charlotte  Ob- 
server. The  houses  include  the  Carolina, 
Broadway  and  Strand. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
IRlSVa  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 
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K.  Lee  Williams  Adds 
Three  Purcell  Houses 


Purcell,  Okla. — K.  Lee  Williams  Thea- 
tres, Inc.,  have  closed  a deal  for  three 
theatres  here — the  Dooley,  owned  by  Mrs. 
Pearl  Dooley,  the  Ritz  and  Metro  owned 
by  Levi  Metcalf. 

The  Dooley  has  been  closed  for  remodel- 
ing and  will  reopen  as  an  A house  about 
December  15.  In  the  case  of  the  two  Met- 
calf houses,  their  former  owner  will  re- 
main as  manager,  and  the  company  will 
take  over  December  1. 

This  acquisition  brings  the  total  num- 
ber of  houses  under  the  K.  Lee  Williams 
banner  to  17. 


M E mi  iip>  iiHii  II 

glLLY  J.  VERNON  is  the  manager  of  the 

newly  opened  Linden  Theatre  at  Lin- 
den, Tenn.  Vernon  was  with  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  in  Decatur,  Ala.,  for  a 
number  of  years  . . . A1  Moore,  Warner 
film  peddler  in  Miss.,  is  driving  a new 
Buick. 

Boris  Morros,  Hollywood  producer,  spent 
several  days  in  Memphis  with  Bill  Bugie, 
branch  manager  of  Paramount,  during 
which  time  a private  screening  of  his  new 
picture,  “Second  Chorus,”  was  held.  Mor- 
ros was  formerly  musical  director  at  the 
Loew’s  Palace  in  Memphis  during  1924. 

Bill  Headstream,  manager  of  the  Melba 
in  Batesville,  Ark.,  which  is  a Common- 
wealth house,  announced  the  formal  open- 
ing of  the  new  Melba  on  November  27  . . . 
W.  R.  Lee,  who  owns  and  operates  the 
Gem  at  Heber  Springs,  and  the  Lee  at 
Mt.  View,  Ark.,  is  spending  the  winter  in 
Memphis,  where  he  has  other  business  in- 
terests. 

R.  H.  Conway  announces  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mrs.  Alice  Wardell  to  his  staff, 
replacing  Mrs.  Margaret  Beamer,  who  re- 
cently married  and  resigned.  Mrs.  War- 
dell is  in  the  service  department. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  Bob 
Martin,  Bells,  Bells,  Tenn.;  C.  W.  Tipton, 
New,  Manila,  Ark.;  Orris  Collins,  Capitol, 
Paragould,  Ark.;  Gordon  Lee  Hutchins, 
State,  Corning,  Ark.;  John  Staples,  Frank- 
lin, Piggott,  Ark.;  C.  N.  Eudy,  Ackerman, 
Ackerman,  Miss.;  J.  W.  Wofford,  Eupora, 
Eupora,  Miss.;  C.  M.  Mounger,  City,  Cal- 
houn City,  Miss.;  J.  P.  Wofford,  Union, 
Union,  Miss.;  D.  A.  Smith,  New,  Rison, 
Ark.;  John  Shannon,  Shannon,  Portage- 
ville.  Mo.;  W.  O.  Taylor,  Uptown,  Dresden, 
Tenn.;  G.  H.  Goff,  Rustic,  Parsons,  Tenn.; 
Joe  Applebaum,  Roosevelt,  Hollandale, 
Miss.;  J.  J.  Rhodes,  Crittenden,  West  Mem- 
phis, Ark.;  P.  E.  Ringer,  Gem,  Leach ville. 
Ark.;  R.  H.  Taylor,  Grand,  Truman,  Ark.; 
R.  X.  Williams,  Lyric,  Oxford,  Miss.;  S.  T. 
Lyles  jr.,  Ritz,  Oxford,  Miss.;  Charles  Col- 
lier, Globe,  Shaw,  Miss.;  George  Hale, 
Globe,  Drew,  Miss.;  B.  P.  Jackson,  Delta, 
Ruleville,  Miss.;  C.  M.  Moore,  Collierville 
High,  Collierville,  Tenn. 

Dave  Lebovitz  of  the  Ace  and  Harlem 
theatres  in  Memphis  is  the  proud  father  of 
a son,  who  made  his  arrival  on  Armistice 
Day  morning  at  the  Baptist  Hospital. 
Master  Lebovitz  weighed  6 pounds,  15 
ounces.  As  yet  no  name  has  been  decided 
upon.  This  is  their  first  child. 

Malco  Theatres  advised  the  New  The- 
atre at  McGehee  would  be  closed  for  an  in- 
definite period. 


» A IL  IL  A\  ^ 

• Continued  from  page  67) 

Burnett  was  on  the  Row  and  mingling 
about  the  Adolphus  on  a recent  visit  . . . 
Phil  Isley,  the  new  Texas  exhibitor  now 
operating  in  Brownwood,  said  he  has 
bought  36  popcorn  machines  during  his 
theatrical  career  from  Bob  Warner  and 
that  Bob  presented  him  with  a fine  ham 
on  the  36th  deal. 

B.  F.  Busby,  Little  Rock  film  man  and 
former  Republic  franchise  holder  for  Ar- 
kansas, was  on  the  Row  greeting  friends. 
He  also  had  a lengthy  conference  with 
Jack  Adams  . . . J.  J.  Schaefer,  president 
of  the  Dallas  Local  249,  MPMO,  is  back  on 
the  job  at  the  Palace  on  Elm  Street  after 
an  illness  of  four  weeks  . . . R.  E.  Blevins, 
owner  of  the  Ritz  at  Celeste,  and  Mrs. 
Blevins  were  in  town  booking  and  buying 
a few  miscellaneous  supplies. 

John  Stewart  of  the  Plaza,  Kaufman, 
and  M.  D.  Stewart  of  the  Texas,  DeLeon, 
are  back  in  these  parts  after  their  annual 
Thanksgiving  pilgrimage  to  Hattiesburg, 
Miss.,  where  they  go  each  year  to  visit 
their  mother.  They  switched  to  the  first 
Thanksgiving  date  for  this  trip.  M.  D. 
told  friends  about  boom  times  for  theatres 
in  his  section  because  of  national  defense 
expenditures.  He  told  of  50-cent  admis- 
sions for  old  pictures  and  about  new  thea- 
tres going  in  competitive  spots  to  reap 
part  of  the  harvest  . . . Martin  Lamour  of 
Graham,  whose  National  Theatre  is  now 
being  rebuilt  here,  was  in  town  Wednes- 
day. The  National  was  damaged  by  fire  a 
few  weeks  ago. 


Football,  it  seems,  gets  as  much  or  more 
support  from  the  local  industry  as  any 
other,  whether  the  games  are  played  on 
the  home  ground  or  abroad.  The  scene 
at  College  Station  for  the  Rice  game  was 
dotted  with  familiar  faces. 

We  drove  up  to  that  theatrical  gem,  the 
new  Campus,  built  by  Lee  Threet,  and 
there  met  up  with  Ben  Ferguson,  the 
pi’esent  manager  and  part  owner.  Mrs. 
Ferguson,  whose  trade  name  at  her  floral 
shop  in  Dallas  is  “Betty  Lou,”  was  also 
there  as  was  Ben’s  big  Saint  Bernard, 
“Tip.” 

Ferguson  called  in  some  of  his  campus 
“buddies”  and  an  army  lieutenant  or  two 
who  took  us  and  the  S.  G.  Fryes  over  to 
lunch  in  the  mess  hall  where  in  one  com- 
partment 3,000  men  break  bread. 

Next  he  took  us  to  and  from  the  game 
in  his  nifty  station  wagon  over  a “secret” 
route  so  as  to  avoid  all  traffic  jams.  After 
we  bade  Ben  and  the  wife  goodbye  after  a 
great  day  of  hospitality,  we  ran  into  R. 
B.  Weatherall  of  Madisonville  and  others. 
Also  we  shook  hands  with  J.  C.  Chatmas 
of  Marlin  and  George  Chatmas  of  Hearne, 
two  exhibitors  who  are  really  A&M  rooters. 

Ferguson,  from  all  appearances,  has  the 
Campus  situation  well  in  hand.  The  the- 
atre itself  seems  as  new  as  it  was  on  the 
day  Threet  and  Buddy  Walker  opened  it 
about  a year  ago. 


To  Open  on  Xmas 

Bremond,  Tex. — The  new  theatre  being 
built  here  on  property  owned  by  John 
Bielamowicz  is  expected  to  be  ready  for 
a Christmas  opening.  Arrangements  for 
its  operation  are  not  yet  completed. 


Sandra  Jean  Porter,  51/2  months  when 
this  picture  was  snapped,  is  shown 
with  her  dad,  Jimmy  Porter,  manager 
of  the  Gloria  and  Broadway  theatres 
at  Myrtle  Beach  for  B.  B.  Benfield. 
“Sandy”  is  precocious  in  many  ways, 
her  father  says,  and  is  the  pet  of  show 
patrons  at  this  lively  coastal  resort 
town. 
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— Photo  by  Neal  Lyons 

Pep  Clubbers  Assembled — 

The  Paramomiteers,  members  of  the  exchange’s  Pep  Club  in  Dallas,  at  their 
receiit  hay  ride  and  barn  dance.  In  the  picture:  Louise  Kay,  Leone  Carring- 
ton and  W.  R.  Luck,  Freddie  Voorhis,  Max  Anderson,  Harriett  Foster,  Bud 
Uglow,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Walling,  Flo  Knipp,  Charles  Youngblood, 
Betty  Jo  McCarley.  Bob  Crites,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Gaughan,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bernard  Brager,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andy  Sisk,  Sebe  Miller,  Margie  Nitsche, 
Tom  Donahue,  Virginia  Strunc,  Mr.  arid  Mrs.  W.  C.  Kroeger,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Drexel  Baum.  Virginia  Stevens,  Dorothy  Warnick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  A. 
Purvis,  Elizabeth  Kimmer,  Robert  Gengnagel,  Ethel  Fryar,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  L. 
Henrich,  Travis  Carr,  Joyce  Robertson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Simmons,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ray  Macy,  Lore  Veith,  Granville  Drowns,  Verlin  Osborne,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lloyd  A.  Boberg,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Fulenwider,  Dick  Parker,  Carolyn 
Moore,  Pearl  Walker,  Leafy  Taylor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neal  Lyons,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sam  Sullivan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Craft,  Thelma  Cunningham,  D.  Rosamond, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Hightower,  C.  H.  Weaver.  Heywood  Simmons.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Ryan,  Lee  King. 


OKILAIIHIOMIA  ClinrY 


gASIL  LOWERY,  Standard  Theatres  art- 
ist and  display  man,  had  a birthday 
recently.  He  received  a host  of  presents 
from  all  the  men  in  the  organization  . . . 
Neal  Barrett,  manager  of  KOMA,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  last 
week  . . . Cashiers,  doorman  and  ushers  at 
the  State  are  wearing  white  caps  and 
gowns  plugging  Kay  Kyser’s  new  film 
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“You’ll  Find  Out,”  which  opens  there  next 
week. 

Paul  Verdery.  State  usher,  is  probably 
by  this  time  one  of  Uncle  Sam’s  soldiers; 
he  had  one  of  those  very  low  draft  num- 
bers and  passed  his  physical  examination 

. . Bob  Flynn,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Penn,  returned  from  a vacation  in  Cali- 
fornia . . . Nelson  Claybaugh,  manager 
of  the  Penn,  has  signed  a sub-run  contract 
with  United  Artists. 

Charlie  Trego  informs  us  there’s  a new 
troupe  of  girls  and  comedians  coming  into 
the  new  Gaiety,  the  town’s  only  vaude 
house,  to  replace  the  present  aggregation 
. . . Bob  Gallman  is  back  in  town.  He  was 
in  Wichita  Falls  recently  . . . Morris  Loew- 
enstein  and  Jim  Rader,  Skirvin  Hotel  man- 
ager. and  their  friends  are  still  enjoying 
the  mess  of  ducks  Actor  Dick  Arlen  left 
here  on  his  way  back  to  Hollywood.  Seems 
Dick’s  plane  was  grounded  while  north 
of  the  border  and  while  repairs  were  being 
made  he  bagged  30  ducks  and  brought 
them  back  to  his  friends  here  on  his  stop- 
over. 

Malcolm  Melton  of  the  Circle  was  that 
house’s  only  victim  on  the  mobilization  of 
the  National  Guard  . . . The  historic  organ 
in  the  old  Empress  Theatre  was  moved  out 
last  week  and  installed  in  a local  church 
. . . The  theatre  building  is  being  remodeled 
for  other  business  purposes.  The  organ, 
on  installation,  was  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  southwest  . . . Local  theatres  showed 
the  Donald  Duck  Community  Fund  short 
last  week  in  downtown  first  runs  and  this 
week  Standard  is  showing  it  in  its  neigh- 
borhood houses. 

Ralph  Pfotenhauer  is  toying  with  the 
idea  of  entering  the  next  domino  playing 
championships  following  his  recent  suc- 
cesses. 


^HE  Texas  National  Guard  has  gained  a 
new  recruit  in  Jay  Ralston,  Little  The- 
atre actor  and  radio  player  . . . Toy  mati- 
nee at  the  Majestic  Thanksgiving  morn- 
ing netted  plenty  of  playthings  for  un- 
derprivileged youngsters  to  be  distributed 
on  Christmas  morning  by  San  Antonio 
firefighters  . . . Speaking  of  Christmas 
reminds  the  writer  that  the  deadline  for 
ads  in  the  Xmas  issue  of  Boxoffice  is 
December  12,  so  get  your  ad  copy  in  not 
later  than  this  date  for  the  December  21 
(Christmas)  issue.  Out-of-town  film  men 
(in  south  Texas)  may  send  their  orders 
in  to  Les  Ketner,  Santone  editor,  531 
North  St.  A bill  will  be  mailed  for  same 
after  publication. 


Manager  L.  W.  McClintock  of  the  Dallas 
Paramount  exchange  was  down  in  this  vi- 
cinity recently  on  a deer  hunting  expe- 
dition. “Mac”  and  the  missus  had  a nice 
fat  six-point  buck  for  Thanksgiving  din- 
ner. Living  in  the  north  Texas  metropo- 
lis hasn’t  spoiled  their  taste  for  venison, 
so  whenever  time  permits,  “Mac”  and  Mrs. 
L.  W.  are  frequent  visitors  to  mdulge  in 
a little  hunting  or  fishing. 


Recent  change  in  personnel  at  the  State 
finds  Lillian  Mumme,  former  cashier,  at 
the  Interstate  PBX  switchboard  in  the 
Majestic  Bldg.;  Dorris  Null,  ex-candy  girl, 
goes  into  the  boxoffice:  Peggy  Norby,  erst- 
while popcorn  girl,  takes  over  the  candy 
counter,  and  Thelma  Miller  the  popcorn 
machine  . . . Interstate  is  again  offering 
theatre  coupon  books  for  sale  as  Christ- 
mas gifts.  Prices  are  $1,  $2.50  and  $5. 


New  stage  manager  at  the  Municipal 
Auditorium  is  Hilmer  Smith  . . . Another 
Interstate  employe  has  joined  the  Texas 
Natioiial  Guard  now  in  training  at  Fort 
Bliss  (El  Paso).  He  is  Walter  Grubb,  who 
was  on  the  service  staff  at  the  Aztec.  Walt 
likes  photography , having  shot  several 
photos  which  appeared  in  Boxoffice  . . . 
Dorsey  Lee  Baker.  ex-State  assistant  chief, 
is  vacationing  in  Arkansas  before  going  on 
to  Broivnwood  with  the  National  Guard. 


Two  New  Southwestern 
Exchanges  lor  PRC 

Dallas  — Two  new  southwestern  ex- 
changes, one  in  Oklahoma  City  and  one 
in  Little  Rock,  will  be  opened  early  in  De- 
cember by  Producers’  Releasing  Corp.,  it 
is  learned  here. 

Deals  for  these  new  branches  were 
worked  out  with  Jack  K.  Adams  of  the 
Adams  Film  Exchanges  here,  who  par- 
ticipated in  mapping  out  the  company’s 
southwestern  franchise.  E.  L.  Walker,  well 
known  road  showman  through  his  connec- 
tions with  K.  Lee  Williams,  will  open  the 
Oklahoma  City  branch,  while  S.  A.  Arnold, 
Arkansas  film  man,  will  open  the  Little 
Rock  office. 


Sound  Engineering  Co. 
Into  Larger  Quarters 

Charlotte — Sound  Engineering  Service 
Co.,  composed  of  Messrs.  Raison,  Rosen- 
blatt and  Tipton,  will  move  December  1 
from  Brevard  Court  to  new  and  larger 
quarters  at  218  West  Fourth  St.  Associated 
with  them  in  the  new  quarters  will  be  J. 
Ed  Carroll,  who  will  open  Charlotte’s  fifth 
theatre  supply  house  soon  after  the  first 
of  the  year. 
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Pioneers  Raise  $22,350 
For  Air  Raid  Victims 


Picture  Pioneers  Celebrate — 

Canadian  Picture  Pioneers  banqueting  in  the  Roof  Garden  of  the  Royal 
York  Hotel.  President  Clair  Hague  presided  at  the  affair  which  was  done 
up  in  typical  Western  style  in  honor  of  Gene  Autry,  who  arrived  during  the 
annual  meeting  to  appear  in  the  Pioneers’  Patriotic  Rodeo.  Around  the 
festive  hoard  are  film  executives  of  Canada  who  have  been  associated  with 
the  business  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century. 


Toronto — Air  raid  victims  of  London, 
England,  have  already  benefited  to  the 
amount  of  $22,350  as  a result  of  the  hold- 
ing of  the  three-day  rodeo  at  the  Toronto 
Coliseum  under  the  direct  auspices  of  the 
Canadian  Motion  Picture  War  Services 
Committee  of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pio- 
neers, this  total  having  been  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  patriotic  undertaking  in  which 
Gene  Autry,  the  featured  star,  contributed 
his  services  without  charge. 

N.  L.  Nathanson,  chairman  of  the  War 
Services  Committee,  cabled  the  news  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  the  following 
message:  “Happy  to  advise  rodeo  great 
success.  Net  sum  approximately  5,000 
pounds  available  for  your  fund.  Will  be 
remitted  immediately  on  approval  of  For- 
eign Exchange  Board.  Motion  Picture 
Services  Committee,  many  companies  and 
private  individuals  cooperated  to  make  this 
event  a success.” 

The  following  cable  has  been  received 
from  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London:  “De- 
lighted to  hear  great  success  at  rodeo. 
Please  convey  to  all  associated  my  very 
sincere  thanks  for  this  splendid  help  for 
people  throughout  United  Kingdom  suf- 
fering from  air  raids.” 

In  announcing  locally  that  nearly  24,- 
000  persons  attended  the  patriotic  show, 
Nathanson  declared:  “We  in  the  motion 
picture  industry  are  proud  and  happy  on 
this  occasion  to  show,  in  a practical  way, 
our  admiration  for  the  courage  and  forti- 
tude of  the  English  people.” 

Four  performances  of  the  rodeo  were 
staged,  including  a Saturday  matinee,  and 
the  seating  capacity  of  the  Coliseum  is  ap- 
proximately 6,000.  With  a total  attend- 
ance of  close  to  24,000  this  means  that  the 
structure  was  filled  for  each  show.  This 
is  a highly  commendable  record  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  weather  for  Saturday 
night  was  far  from  favorable,  the  streets 
of  Toronto  being  very  slippery  following 
a sleet  and  snow  storm  which  made  traf- 
fic conditions  very  dangerous. 

The  approval  of  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment’s foreign  exchange  board  was  quick- 
ly granted  for  the  sending  of  the  money 
out  of  the  Dominion  and  the  total  amount 
was  cabled  without  delay  so  that  relief 
measures  could  be  put  into  effect.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers, 
headed  by  Clair  Hague,  are  elated  over  the 
outstanding  success  of  the  venture  which  is 
the  third  large  contribution  which  the 
Pioneers  have  raised  for  the  war  cause 
within  five  months. 


George  O.  Philip  Hailed 
As  Oldest  Theatreman 

Kitchener,  Ont. — To  be  king  for  a day 
was  the  experience  of  George  O.  (Pop) 
Philip  of  Kitchener,  North  America’s  old- 
est theatrical  man,  who  for  the  last  three 
days  has  been  guest  of  honor  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Pioneer  Motion  Pic- 
ture Ass’n.  “Pop”  was  the  recipient  of  a 
certificate  of  life  membership. 

Officials  of  the  Association  welcomed 
him  on  his  arrival  at  the  Royal  York 
Hotel,  Toronto,  where  they  put  him  up  in 
a special  suite.  He  was  greeted  by  Pre- 
mier Mitchell  Hepburn,  of  Ontario,  and 
other  dignitaries  during  the  progress  of 
the  convention. 

The  delegates  presented  “Pop”  with  their 
identification  medals  as  a souvenir  of  the 


Over  $7,000  Realized 
In  Benefit  Concert 

Toronto — More  than  $7,000  was  realized 
for  special  comforts  for  Canadian  armed 
forces  through  the  holding  of  a benefit 
concert  by  Mary  Pickford,  Buddy  Rogers 
and  other  stars  in  Massey  Hall,  Toronto, 
which  had  been  named  “Horse  Opera.”  A 
portion  of  the  proceeds  had  been  derived 
from  the  sale  of  raffle  tickets  for  a jew- 
elled handbag  donated  by  Miss  Pickford, 
the  prize  being  won  by  the  Toronto  Lodge 
of  B’nai  B’rith  which  has  organized  an- 
other raffle  for  the  same  award. 

The  “Horse  Opera”  concert  was  con- 
ducted under  the  auspices  of  the  Citizens’ 
Committee  for  Troops  in  Training.  N.  L. 
Nathanson,  Henry  L.  Nathanson  and  Jack 
Arthur  are  among  the  representatives  of 
the  film  business  on  this  committee. 


Stephenson  s Sunday 
Night  Concerts  Aid 

Toronto— Charlie  Stephenson,  veteran 
manager  of  the  College,  Kitchener,  Ont., 
and  a director  of  the  Canadian  Picture 
Pioneers,  has  been  doing  his  bit  for  war 
charities  through  the  staging  of  Sunday 
night  concerts  which  have  not  been  inter- 
fered with  by  the  Lord’s  Day  Alliance. 
Stephenson  is  putting  on  a program  every 
second  Sunday  in  a series  which  has  com- 
pleted its  first  year.  He  has  announced 
that  the  26  performances  for  the  past  12 
months  has  brought  contributions  of 
$3,600. 

The  official  cooperation  of  civic  of- 
ficials, community  organizations  and  the 
local  newspaper  has  been  extended  to  the 
theatre  in  the  planning  of  the  Sunday 
shows. 


occasion,  which  gave  him  more  medals 
than  either  Goering  or  Haile  Selassie. 

Mr.  Philip  entered  theatrical  life  66  years 
ago  when  he  joined  a theatrical  company 
over  a circuit  comprising  Michigan,  New 
York  and  Ontario.  After  leaving  the  stage 
he  became  a theatre  manager,  at  one  time 
operating  three  theatres  in  Kitchener  as 
well  as  in  Stratford,  Woodstock  and  Chat- 
ham. 

He  is  now  living,  retired,  just  outside 
of  Kitchener  city  limits. 


Film  Time  Plaint  Is 
Considered  Unjust 


Toronto — Some  resentment  has  been 
aroused  in  moving  picture  theatre  circles 
locally  over  the  report  of  the  Canadian 
department  of  trade  and  commerce  relat- 
ing to  government  film  production  activi- 
ties during  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  state- 
ment being  made  that  many  theatres  had 
cut  down  the  time  for  short  subjects  with 
the  result  that  it  had  been  increasingly 
difficult  for  the  National  Film  Board  to 
obtain  theatre  circulation.  The  report 
also  pointed  out  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
a larger  non-theatrical  circulation  was 
rapidly  being  developed. 

The  fact  is  that  theatres  throughout  the 
Dominion  have  cooperated  voluntarily  in 
the  presentation  of  government  war  films, 
whether  double  bills  have  been  played  or 
not,  the  official  shorts  being  included  in 
regular  programs  on  every  possible  occa- 
sion as  a patriotic  duty,  even  though  the 
releases  have  run  from  eight  to  10  min- 
utes. Further,  the  theatres  have  devoted 
considerable  display  space  in  the  aggregate 
to  newspaper  announcements  regarding 
the  playing  of  Canadian  war  shorts  on  a 
program.  This  advertising  has  been  done 
without  expense  to  the  government.  In 
spite  of  this  assistance,  the  department 
has  complained  that  it  has  been  increas- 
ingly difficult  to  obtain  theatre  circula- 
tion. Incidentally,  there  is  no  published 
word  of  thanks  to  Canadian  exhibitors  for 
the  playing  of  the  war  films  which  are  be- 
ing released  at  the  rate  of  one  per  month. 


Eighth  in  War  Effort 
Series  Is  Released 

Montreal — Eighth  film  in  the  “Canada 
Carries  On”  series,  “Letter  from  Camp 
Borden,”  a story  of  life  in  one  of  Canada’s 
largest  training  camps,  was  released  No- 
vember 21,  the  office  of  the  director  of 
public  information  announces. 

A French-language  picture  to  be  issued 
on  the  same  date  is  “Un  Du  22ieme”  a 
film  similar  in  theme  but  produced  wholly 
in  French  at  Valcartier  Camp  in  Quebec, 
the  announcement  said. 
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Toronto  Will  Wait  for 
"The  Great  Dictator" 


gCARCELY  had  the  concrete  been  poured 
for  the  foundations  of  two  new  thea- 
tres, one  in  the  west  and  one  in  the  north 
end,  than  rumors  began  to  circulate  that 
a third  theatre  is  in  project.  Filmrow 
heard  the  story  and  tried  to  track  it  down 
without  avail.  Other  prominent  people  in 
film  circles  tried  to  get  details,  and  so 
did  this  correspondent,  but,  for  the  mo- 
ment, all  must  content  themselves  with 
the  assurance  that  “where  there’s  smoke 
there’s  fire.” 

Ed  English,  province  of  Quebec  mana- 
ger for  20th-Fox,  is  back  from  a trip 
through  the  eastern  townships,  during 
which  he  visited  and  was  impressed  by 
R.  L.  Vallee’s  renovated  Premier  Theatre 
in  Sherbrooke.  English  finds  business 
throughout  the  province  picking  up. 

Sympathy  of  Filmrow  and  cinema  circles 
goes  to  J.  C.  James,  veteran  booker  of 
Warner-'Vitagraph,  whose  wife  died  re- 
cently after  a lingering  illness  . . . The 
Warner  clubroom  has  been  completely 
renovated  and  is  an  increasingly  attractive 
social  center. 

Carl  Brock  and  his  partner,  Mr.  Laurie, 
of  the  Princess,  Cowansville,  were  in  town 
. . . Haskell  Masters,  general  manager  for 
Canada  of  United  Artists,  revisited  Film- 
row  . . . Dewey  Bloom,  M-G-M  publicity 
manager  for  Canada,  paid  a call  on  Regal 
Films,  distributors  in  Quebec  province  for 
Metro  pictures  ...  A.  E.  Gregoire,  of  the 
Capitol.  St.  John’s,  is  in  Hotel  Dieu  Hos- 
pital, Montreal,  recovering  from  a sharp 
illness. 

Radio  British,  a new  film  producing 
company,  has  begun  production  at  Den- 
ham, England,  of  “The  Saint’s  Vacation,” 
starring  Sally  Gray  and  Hugh  Sinclair, 
on  which  and  other  films  it  estimates  it 
will  spend  $2,500,000  within  the  next  year. 
Leslie  Fenton,  who  returned  from  Holly- 
wood to  England  a few  weeks  ago  to  join 
the  Navy,  is  directing  “The  Saint’s  Va- 
cation,” and  if  he  still  is  a civilian  when 
that  is  over,  he  will  direct  “Bomb  Squad.” 

M.  J.  Isman,  Empire-Universal  manager 
at  Montreal,  attended  a two-day  sales 
meeting  at  the  Royal  York,  Toronto — Carl 
Ross,  29,  who  was  for  some  years  on  the 
staff  of  Loew’s.  Montreal,  died  recently  at 
Chester.  Nova  Scotia  . . . Captain  Donald 
M.  Goudy,  47,  manager  of  attractions  and 
publicity  at  Sunnyside  Beach,  Toronto, 
and  former  newspaperman,  died  recently. 
He  won  the  Military  Cross  in  the  first 
Great  War. 

Time,  Inc.,  invited  a number  of  promi- 
nent people  to  view  the  premiere  at  the 
Princess  of  “The  Ramparts  We  Watch,” 
first  full-length  motion  picture  in  the 
“March  of  Time”  series.  Louis  de  Roche- 
mont,  producer  and  director  of  the  pic- 
ture, introduced  the  film.  The  anti-Nazi 
film  includes  part  of  a captured  German 
terror  film,  and  the  inclusion  nearly 
brought  a lawsuit  against  “March  of  Time” 
by  the  German  Embassy  at  Washington. 

British  members  of  Parliament  are  be- 
ing asked  to  support  Sunday  matinees  in 
London  and  other  bombed  cities.  The 
Theatrical  Managers’  Ass’n  is  consulting 
its  parliamentary  advisers  with  a view  to 
getting  some  amendment  to  the  Act  of 
1781  which  keeps  theatres  closed  Sundays 
and  stipulates  that  while  persons  may 
sing,  dance  or  recite  on  Sundays,  they 
must  wear  no  special  costume  or  make-up. 
Parliament  has  so  far  approved  Sunday 


opening  for  cinemas  in  about  150  dis- 
tricts formerly  denied  the  privilege. 

Herbert  Yates,  one-man  producer,  is  in 
Canada.  He  went  to  Toronto  to  see  his 
star.  Gene  Autry,  who  has  been  enter- 
taining wounded  soldiers  and  crippled  chil- 
dren . . . The  Lord  Mayor’s  Fund  for  the 
relief  of  bomb  victims  in  London  was  hand- 
somely added  to  by  the  Canadian  Picture 
Pioneers,  with  the  aid  of  Gene  Autry’s 
rodeo  in  Toronto.  Large  crowds  from 
neighboring  cities  converged  on  the  event 
in  response  to  the  invitation  extended  by 
150  trailers  made  by  Associated  Screen 
News  and  distributed  to  theatres  within 
easy  driving  distance  of  Toronto. 

Hume  Cronyn,  famed  Canadian  actor, 
S071  of  the  late  Hon.  Hume  Cronyn,  and  of 
Mrs.  Cronyn,  London,  Out.,  is  reported 
eyigaged  to  Miss  Clare  Miller,  of  West 
Chester,  Pa.  Cronyn,  28,  has  appeared  in 
a number  of  Broadway  productions  . . . 
Universal  Studios  have  acquired  the  Aus- 
tralian picture,  “Forty  Thousayid  Horse- 
men,” for  general  release  in  the  United 
States.  It  tells  the  story  of  the  Australian 
Light  Horse  in  the  Palestine  campaign 
durmg  the  first  Great  War,  and  was  made 
by  Charles  Chauvel,  whose  uncle,  Lieut.- 
Gen.  Sir  Harry  Chauvel,  commanded  the 
Australians  in  Palestine. 

Louis  Golding,  novelist  and  poet,  who 
reached  the  United  States  aboard  a Brit- 
ish liner  the  other  day,  will  confer  with 
American  and  Canadian  authorities  on  his 
projected  film  picturing  the  Dunkirk 
evacuation.  He  said  he  would  discuss  the 
film  with  commanders  of  the  Canadian 
forces  and  try  to  work  out  a method  to 
take  advantage  of  Canadian  training  ac- 
tivities in  production  of  the  picture. 

Madeleine  Carroll,  star  of  “The  North 
West  Mounted  Police,”  who  was  born  in 
France  of  a French  mother  and  an  Eng- 
lish father,  broadcast  over  CBC  network 
in  French  in  the  “Let’s  Face  the  Facts” 
program  so  successfully  launched  by  Doro- 
thy Thompson.  Miss  Carroll  expressed  the 
view  that  the  Germans  can  never  conquer 
the  soul  of  France,  and  told  the  story  of 
the  tragedy  of  her  sister,  who  was  killed 
by  a German  bomb  in  London. 

Charles  L.  Querrie,  Toronto  theatre  man- 
ager, responded  to  the  Department  of 
National  Defense  appeal  for  binoculars  by 
sending  along  a pair  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  him  by  the  Danforth  Business 
Men’s  Ass’n  on  his  60th  birthday.  He  re- 
ceived in  return  a check  for  $18  which 
he  promptly  handed  over  to  the  British 
War  Victims  Fund  sponsored  by  a local 
newspaper  ...  A renewed  attempt  is  be- 
ing made  to  obtain  stock  control  of  a large 
musical  instrument  and  radio  business 
closely  associated  with  the  film  concert 
and  theatrical  business  in  Montreal. 

Associated  Screen  Studios  have  com- 
pleted recording  of  music  for  “Un  du  Vingt 
Deuxieme,”  for  the  National  Film  Board. 
It  deals  with  the  famed  French-Cana- 
dian  regiment  of  the  Great  War  and  has 
been  given  an  original  score  by  Luigi 
Agostini,  noted  orchestra  conductor. 

Montrealers  who  have  visited  London 
and  sampled  its  theatrical  attractions 
heard  with  dismay  of  the  damage  done 
to  the  famed  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury  Lane 
by  a German  bomb  which  crashed  through 
the  roof,  the  gallery  and  two  balconies 
and  exploded  in  the  pit.  Happily,  historic 
parts  of  the  theatre  were  undamaged. 


Toronto — “The  Great  Dictator”  will 
not  have  its  Toronto  first  run  until  it  can 
be  booked  for  showing  at  regular  theatre 
prices,  it  is  now  expected.  No  official 
statement  has  been  issued  regarding  the 
release  of  the  feature  in  Toronto  but  it  is 
believed  it  will  not  be  presented  locally  un- 
til some  time  in  1941  when  the  period  for 
the  advanced  price  requirement  will  have 
expired.  “The  Great  Dictator”  has  had 
its  Canadian  premiere  at  the  Elgin,  Ot- 
tawa, at  $1.00  top  but  no  seats  reserved 
and  has  also  played  Montreal  and  Winni- 
peg situations  but  has  not  been  released 
elsewhere,  it  is  understood. 

This  situation  supports  the  comment 
contained  in  a dispatch  to  Boxoffice  some 
weeks  ago  that  the  advanced-price  policy 
for  special  pictures  would  no  longer  find 
favor  with  the  Canadian  public  despite 
the  long  runs  with  “Gone  With  the  Wind,” 
with  all  seats  reserved,  which  could  be  con- 
sidered an  exceptional  instance.  Film  road 
shows  have  also  gone  with  the  wind  in  the 
Dominion  for  probably  two  reasons,  one 
being  that  they  have  not  been  distinct 
successes  even  under  patriotic  auspices  and 
the  other  that  the  few  available  legitimate 
houses  have  all  dates  filled  with  stage  road 
shows  which  are  experiencing  a boom 
cycle. 


HRCHIE  CALLADINE,  Rio;  Howard 
Boothe,  Dunbar,  and  Russel  McTavish, 
Cambie,  went  over  to  Victoria  in  an  en- 
deavor to  have  the  seating  capacity  in- 
creased from  450  to  500  seats  with  but  one 
first  class  projectionist  in  the  booth.  The 
answer  was  that  it  would  receive  favorable 
consideration  if  the  B.  C.  Projectionists 
Society  approved;  so  there  it  ended. 

It  is  announced  that  excavation  is  to 
start  this  week  on  the  new  700-seaf  thea- 
tre to  be  erected  on  Cambie  Street,  and 
that  it  is  to  be  financed  by  local  investors. 
It  is  hinted  that  an  exhibitor,  now  suc- 
cessfully operating  one  of  the  suburban 
houses,  will  be  the  lessee,  and  will  run  it 
m addition  to  his  present  house. 

The  capacity  of  the  Strand,  Nanaimo, 
B.  C.,  is  to  be  increased  to  600  seats  to 
take  care  of  increased  attendance  due  to 
concentration  of  troops  in  training  there 
. . . Jack  Muir  is  out  again  after  his  opera- 
tion for  appendicitis. 

Norman  Duncan,  Strand  manager,  ex- 
pressed satisfaction  with  the  audience  re- 
sponse to  “Ramparts  We  Watch”  . . . 
Grand  National  Films  has  taken  over  the 
distribution  of  Colonial  and  Superior  pro- 
ductions. 

Fire  Hall  No.  1 table  tennis  team  post- 
poned their  match  with  the  Filmrow  boys, 
as  did  also  the  C.  P.  Ry.  team,  so  some  are 
wondering  if  the  “Celluloid  Cossacks” 
have  struck  fear  into  the  hearts  of  their 
opponents. 

The  B.  C.  Projectionist  Society  is  ser- 
iously considering  the  formation  of  a credit 
union  to  be  confined  to  their  members,  and, 
to  that  end,  have  sought  the  advice  of  au- 
thorities. 

Les  Walker,  former  projectionist  at  the 
White  Rock  Theatre,  now  closed,  is  tem- 
porarily at  the  Roxy,  Albemi  . . . Bill  Clay- 
ton of  the  Rex  booth  is  now  named  as  the 
man  who  proposes  to  build  a house  in 
Haney  in  competition  with  Joe  Gordon’s 
enterprise. 
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LEON  SCHLESINGER,  Hollywood  pro- 
ducer and  a new  member  of  the  Cana- 
dian Picture  Pioneers,  has  sent  a contribu- 
tion of  $100  to  the  benefit  fund  of  the  Do- 
minion organization.  Gene  Autry,  elected 
to  the  Pioneers  in  recognition  of  his  ser- 
vices for  the  Toronto  rodeo,  now  has  a 
gold-plated  membership  “card”  of  the 
C.  P.  P.  as  a special  memento  . . . Herbert 
Yates,  Hollywood  studio  owner  and  head 
of  Consolidated  Film  Laboratories,  scouted 
moving  picture  tastes  in  wartime  Toronto 
and  expressed  the  view  locally  there  was 
no  lack  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the 
Hollywood  industry  toward  Britain,  de- 
claring that  “We  know  you  are  fighting 
our  battle.” 

Madeleine  Carroll  is  back  in  Ottawa 
after  a trip.  She  was  met  on  arrival  by 
Hon.  Ian  Mackenzie,  minister  of  pensions 
and  national  health,  and  Gladstone  Mur- 
ray, general  manager  of  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corp.  . . . William  P.  Covert, 
international  vice-president  of  the  lATSE 
and  business  agent  of  the  Toronto  Moving 
Picture  Operators’  Local,  was  elected  of- 
ficial delegate  of  the  Toronto  District 
Trades  and  Labor  Council  to  the  interna- 
tional convention  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  New  Orleans.  He  was  com- 
missioned to  invite  the  Federation  to  hold 
its  1941  convention  in  Toronto. 

Harry  W.  Boal,  for  many  years  chief 
inspector  of  the  amusements  revenue 
branch  of  the  Ontario  government  and 
known  to  many  theatre  men  of  the  pro- 
vince, passed  away  from  the  effects  of 
wounds  received  in  France  in  the  First 
Great  War  and  was  buried  in  Toronto 
with  Masonic  rites.  The  funeral  was  at- 
tended by  war  veterans  and  representa- 
tives of  the  Ontario  and  city  governments 
. . . Fred  Thompson,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Patricia,  London,  has  been  appointed 
acting  manager  of  the  Rex  in  that  city 
which  was  recently  acquired  by  new  in- 
terests following  the  death  of  W.  L.  Stew- 
art some  time  ago.  Cecil  Smith,  at  one 
time  manager  of  the  London  Patricia,  has 
taken  charge  of  the  Regent  at  Chapleau 
in  northern  Ontario,  formerly  operated  by 
A.  Bucciarelli.  Harris  Shulman,  owner  of 
the  Strand  in  Uxbridge,  Ont.,  has  cele- 
brated the  20th  anniversary  of  his  owner- 
ship and  has  improved  the  theatre  by  in- 
stalling new  sound  and  lighting  equipment. 

Jack  Purves,  manager  of  the  Village,  a 
Famous  Players  house  in  Toronto,  staged 
a special  benefit  concert  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Forest  Hill  Businessmen’s 
Ass’n,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  devoted 
to  the  purchase  of  "extras”  which  have 
been  shipped  to  201  men  of  the  district 
who  are  servmg  with  the  Canadian 
forces  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Man- 
ager Bob  Eves  organized  a midnight  frolic 
at  the  Eglinton  to  provide  Christmas  par- 
cels for  soldiers  of  the  north  end  who  are 
overseas. 

Gilbert  Sterling,  manager  of  the  Pylon, 
Toronto,  opened  a year  ago  by  Ray  Lewis, 
has  become  a benedict,  having  married 
Miss  Sally  Salter  in  Ottawa  . . . Ross 
Hamilton  is  cooperating  nicely  with  Jack 
Arthur  of  Famous  Players  head  office  in 
the  organizing  of  film  and  vaudeville 
shows  in  Camp  Borden  where  many  Cana- 
ian  troops  are  in  training  for  overseas  ser- 
vice. Hamilton,  a veteran  of  the  First 
Great  War,  is  stationed  at  the  camp  which 
boasts  no  less  than  four  large  theatres  as 
entertainment  centers  for  the  long  eve- 
nings . . . Jeffrey  Bernerd  of  Gaumont- 
British  Pictures  visited  Toronto  on  busi- 
ness. 


(r 


So  He  Kept  Quiet 
About  It  All 

Regina — It  was  rather  a funny  show 
and  one  gag  was  so  funny  it  caused  a 
Reginan  to  laugh  out  loud.  As  he  did 
so,  his  gum  flew  out,  stuck  in  the  hair  of 
a lady  in  front  of  him.  Not  knowing 
what  Emily  Post  would  suggest  in  such 
a case,  he  kept  quiet  about  the  whole 
thing. 


"Knute  Rockne"  First  Day 
Receipts  to  a College 

Regina,  Sask. — Courtesy  of  Warner 
Bros.,  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  and 
Charlie  Bahrynowski,  manager  of  the 
Met  Theatre,  Regina,  enabled  Notre  Dame 
College,  Wilcox,  Sask.,  to  have  full  pro- 
ceeds of  the  first  day’s  showing  of  “Knute 
Rockne — All  American”  when  it  appeared 
at  the  Met  recently.  Proceeds  totaled  $500. 

Warner  released  the  film  fee-free  on  the 
first  day  through  Wolfe  Cohen,  general 
manager  of  Warner  Brothers  of  Canada, 
and  Famous  Players  donated  the  theatre 
for  the  day  through  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons, 
vice-president  and  general  manager,  and 
N.  L.  Nathanson,  president.  Fitzgibbons  is 
a governor  of  the  college. 

Picture  got  a terrific  advance  build-up 
through  the  work  of  Father  Athol  Mur- 
ray’s students.  Students  arranged  be- 
tween-period  entertainment  for  hockey 
games  held  in  Regina  prior  to  the  show 
and  prominently  displayed  a large  banner 
provided  by  Bahrynowski.  They  arranged 
window  tieups,  garnered  plenty  of  space  in 
the  Leader-Post  and  on  radio  stations 
CJRM  and  CKCK,  sold  tickets  throughout 
the  city  and  provided  entertainment  on 
the  stage  of  the  theatre  on  the  first  night. 

Four  large  truckloads  of  students 
motored  in  from  Wilcox  to  attend  the 
first  day’s  showing. 


Legalized  Foto-Nite  Is 
Popular  in  Winnipeg 

Winnipeg — Foto-Nite,  which  received 
recognition  of  its  complete  legality  from 
a court  of  law  in  this  city  some  time  ago, 
is  said  to  be  proving  a popular  feature  at 
the  theatres  in  which  it  is  playing.  In- 
dications are  that  business  at  the  four 
houses — Times,  Arlington,  F\irby  and  Os- 
borne— has  shown  a decided  pick-up  on 
the  night  when  the  feature  plays  these 
houses. 

Fay  Pete  Barnes,  owner  of  Foto-Nite, 
reports  that  it  now  is  playing  at  four 
provincial  points  in  addition  to  the  city. 
These  are:  The  Lyric  at  Minnedosa,  Roxy 
at  Neepawa,  the  Boyne  at  Carman  and 
the  theatre  in  Wawanesa.  At  each  of 
these  houses,  boxoffice  figures  have  shown 
an  increase,  he  says. 

This  week  Barnes  left  for  Regina  where 
he  is  meeting  F.  H.  Kershaw,  western 
supervisor  for  F-P,  to  discuss  the  use  of 
Foto-Nite  in  western  houses  of  the  circuit. 


F-P  Dividend  Dec.  20 

Montreal — Directors  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  Ltd.,  have  declared  a 
dividend  of  25  cents  a share,  payable 
December  20  to  shareholders  of  record 
November  30. 


Will  MM  HI  PEG 

DRAISE  was  given  to  the  beneficial  part 
played  by  moving  pictures  in  improving 
the  morale  of  prison  inmates,  in  the  course 
of  an  address  given  in  the  city  this  week 
by  J.  C.  Downie,  former  governor  of  the 
Headingly  jail.  Downie  said  he  had  initi- 
ated the  project  which  had  proved  its 
worth  by  giving  the  prisoners  the  feeling 
that  they  were  still  members  of  society 
and  that  someone  was  interested  in  their 
welfare. 

Harold  Bishop  pulled  a clever  stunt  in 
connection  with  his  recent  showing  of 
"Hired  Wife.”  Bishop  had  eards  printed 
in  both  Pittman  and  Gregg  shorthand, 
placed  in  envelopes  marked  for  girl  stenog- 
raphers only  and  had  them  distributed 
in  office  buildings.  The  shorthand  mes- 
sage reads:  "Would  you  marry  your  boss 
if  it  meant  saving  his  business?” 

Zig  Rubin,  local  commercial  artist  who 
has  been  doing  some  fine  layouts  for  the- 
atres in  the  city,  did  excellent  work  in 
connection  with  newspaper  ads  for  Syl 
Gunn’s  showing  of  “No  Time  for  Comedy” 
and  for  the  campaign  which  Harold  Gray 
staged  when  he  played  the  British  com- 
edy, “Laugh  It  Off”  at  the  Tivoli. 

Chaplin’s  "The  Great  Dictator”  goes  into 
a second  week  at  the  Garrick  with  audi- 
ence reaction  as  observed  by  this  corres- 
pondent fairly  evenly  divided  between 
those  who  like  it  very  much  and  those 
who  don’t  like  it  at  all. 

At  the  Times  with  something  being 
given  away  every  night.  Manager  Jack 
Kurk  is  appearing  on  his  stage  so  often 
he  is  running  up  something  of  a record 
for  mc-ing  shows.  At  the  rate  he  is  going 
his  record  of  personal  appearances  will 
soon  make  those  of  Hollywood  stars  look 
pretty  feeble  in  comparison. 

Getting  his  hands  on  the  British  com- 
edy "Laugh  It  Off,”  Harold  Gray  pub- 
licised it  in  style  when  he  played  it  at 
the  Tivoli.  In  addition  to  a strong  news- 
paper campaign,  Harold  made  extensive 
use  of  wmdow  cards,  heralds  which  he 
gave  away  as  inserts  in  Liberty  magazine, 
cards  distributed  to  apartment  houses  in 
his  territory,  and  a front  hung  with  pen- 
nants . . . The  film  fraternity  rose  nobly 
to  the  call  of  the  community  chest  cam- 
paign, contributing  over  $2,500. 

Newspaper  readers  were  amazed  to  see 
this  week  the  well-known  features  of  Adolf 
Hitler  scowling  at  them  from  the  amuse- 
ment page.  In  German,  were  the  words 
Ich  Verbiete.  Prompted  to  discover  what 
it  was  that  Hitler  was  now  forbidding, 
readers  saw  this  copy:  “I  forbid  any  citi- 
zen of  the  City  of  Winnipeg  to  see  the 
March  of  Time’s  ‘The  Ramparts  We 
Watch’  at  the  Lyceum  Theatre  next  week. 
This  picture  contains  scenes  from  my  pic- 
ture ‘The  Baptism  of  Fire’  which  the  Brit- 
ish Navy  stole  from  me  and  which  were 
not  meant  to  be  seen  by  Canadians.”  This 
intriguing  bit  of  work  was  Eddie  Newman’s 
bright  idea  in  plugging  his  coming  at- 
traction. 

With  Syl  Gunn  as  their  guest  of  hon- 
or, a group  of  film  men  this  week 
celebrated  his  birthday  loith  a party.  The 
party,  composed  of  Leno  Toraldo,  Jack 
Fitzgibbons,  Eddie  Newman  and  Stan  Wal- 
ker, the  last  of  the  city  parks  board,  kept 
Syl  Gunn  holding  his  breath  not  knowing 
what  gag  was  coming  next. 
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^ITY  Council  at  Saskatoon  acted  upon  a 
suggestion  of  the  city  commissioner  to 
accede  to  a request  from  the  Daylight 
Theatre  to  make  the  two-cent  amusement 
tax  applicable  to  admissions  from  20  cents 
to  30  cents,  instead  of  from  20  cents  to 
29  cents.  The  commissioner  pointed  out 
the  change  would  not  reduce  the  amount 
of  revenue  the  .city  derives  from  the  tax. 

The  Regina  auxiliary  services  committee 
has  arranged  a series  of  weekly  concerts 
for  men  of  the  armed  forces  stationed  in 
the  city.  The  concerts  are  held  each  Sun- 
day night  in  the  Grand  Theatre.  A pic- 
ture show  is  held  once  a week  in  the 
recreation  hall  at  the  fair  grounds  where 
the  men  are  stationed.  The  picture  shows 
are  arranged  by  the  YMCA. 

Cheques  totaling  $625,200  are  in  the 
mails  for  the  farmers  of  Saskatchewan, 
representing  indemnity  for  hail  losses  to 
the  1940  crop,  due  from  the  Saskatchewan 
Municipal  Hail  Insurance  Ass’n.  Total 
indemnity  for  the  season  was  $860,000, 
but  from  this  is  deducted  overdue  levies 
from  beneficiaries  leaving  the  first  stated 
amount  as  payable. 

National  Film  Society  of  Canada,  Re- 
gina  branch,  will  again  operate  during 
the  1940-41  season  and  will  continue  to 
show  its  films  on  Sunday  nights  at  the 
Rex.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  only  branch 
of  the  society  showmg  Z5mm  films  ex- 
clusively. 

Money  is  expected  to  be  circulating  free- 
ly in  Prince  Albert  this  winter  where  an 
air  observers  school  is  being  built.  The 
school  is  being  built  by  a Prince  Albert 
firm  and  wages  amounting  to  approxi- 
mately $40,000  are  going  to  labor.  Since 
the  job  started  a little  over  10  weeks  ago, 
an  average  payroll  of  $5,000  every  two 
weeks  has  been  put  into  the  hands  of 
men  of  Prince  Albert  and  district. 

Acting  Manager  Fred  Tickell  of  the 
Capitol,  Regina,  previewed  the  Crime  Does 
Not  Pay  short,  “Drunk  Driving,”  on  a re- 
ce?it  morning,  inviting  police  officials,  the 
press,  members  of  the  ministerial  associ- 
ation and  the  WCTU  and  officials  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  . . . Winner  of  one  of 
the  $10  prizes  in  the  recent  production 
co?itests  staged  by  Paramount  was  Fred 
Tickell,  assistant  manager  of  the  Capitol, 


■pHE  Monarch  Theatre  Co.  of  Medicine 

Hat  has  announced  that  after  the  holi- 
day season  the  present  building  will  be 
altered  and  renovated  at  a cost  of  $15,000. 
It  is  planned  to  increase  the  seating  ca- 
pacity to  above  the  700  mark  and  erect 
a cigar  store  next  to  the  entrance  lobby. 
House  will  also  be  reseated  and  redeco- 
rated. 

The  Avalon  in  Lacombe,  which  has  been 
operated  by  Dr.  J.  H.  W.  Moore  for  many 
years,  has  been  sold  to  J.  Stevenson,  of 
Edson,  who  now  operates  theatres  at  Ed- 
son,  Luscar  and  other  towns  along  the 
Coal  Branch. 

Ideal  show  weather  prevailing  in  Calgary 
is  aiding  the  boxoffice  this  week.  Dry 
sunny  days  and  cool  nights  with  tem- 
peratures running  from  24  to  50  degrees 
is  showman’s  weather  with  the  principal 
competition  coming  from  night  hockey 
games  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  eve- 
nings. 


Calgary,  now  acting  manager  of  the  Capi- 
tol, Regina. 

Recent  business  visitor  was  Pi-ank  Ker- 
shaw, district  manager  of  Famous  Play- 
ers, Calgary  . . . When  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  opened  at  the  Strand, 
Prince  Albert,  guests  of  the  management 
were  those  who  lived  in  Prince  Albert 
during  the  time  of  the  Riel  Rebellion, 
around  which  incident  the  picture  is  based. 

Acting  for  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind,  Saskatchewan 
branch,  the  Princess  Patricia  Club  of 
Moose  Jaw  is  now  issuuig  theatre  passes 
to  the  blind  people  of  that  city.  These 
passes  are  provided  through  the  courtesy 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  . . . 
“Songs  From  the  Shows,”  popular  gossip- 
music  program  carried  over  CKCK,  Re- 
gina, has  been  dropped  until  after  Christ- 
mas. Program,  announced  by  George  Law- 
rence, was  compiled  by  Bruce  Peacock. 

Good  example  of  the  increased  good- 
will between  Canada  and  the  United 
States  during  the  past  few  months  was 
the  reaction  of  crowds  at  the  Capitol,  Re- 
gina, during  the  showing  of  “Strike  Up 
the  Band.”  Closing  scene  of  the  picture 
showing  students  raising  the  American 
flag  was  greeted  with  loud  applause. 

Program  at  the  Rex,  Regina,  was 
stopped  for  20  mmutes  on  a recent  Satur- 
day night  and  blame  for  the  break  was 
laid  071  “some  wiseguy”  by  Manager  H.  A. 
Bercovich.  The  power  switch  used  to  con- 
trol the  theatre’s  geiierator  which  changes 
AC  current  to  DC  current  is  situated  in 
one  of  the  rear  exit  alleyways  and  the 
“wiseguy”  had  pulled  this  switch,  thus 
shutting  off  the  geiierator.  Beirig  the  first 
time  that  anything  like  this  had  happened 
it  was  so7ne  time  before  the  operators  dis- 
covered the  cause.  The  switch  is  enclosed 
in  a stro7ig  box  7iow. 

Marcus  Bloom,  house  manager  of  the 
Rex,  Regina,  to  Winnipeg  on  a booking 
trip  . . . Recent  Regina  business  visitor  was 
Joe  Myers,  Paramount,  Winnipeg. 

Ple7ity  of  favorable  C077i7ne7it  behig 
heard  m Ca7iada  about  “Lo7id07i  Can  Take 
It.”  a terrific  little  IQ-mmute  short  now 
goi7ig  the  rou7ids.  Picture  depicts  the  bomb- 
ing of  Londo7i  and  the  strengthening , 
rather  than  weakening  effect  the  bomb- 
ings are  havmg  on  the  morale  of  the  peo- 
ple. Profits  from  rentals,  which  have  beeri 
increased  for  this  short,  are  being  tur7ied 
over  by  War7ier  to  British  War  Relief.  In 
Regina.  Capitol,  Met,  Grand  and  Rex  thea- 
tres showed  the  short  at  the  same  time. 
Roxy  will  get  it  early  in  December. 

Plenty  of  plaudits  being  handed  out  by 
theatre  patrons  and  film  columnists  for 
the  newsreel  shots  of  the  collapse  of  the 
Tacoma  bridge.  Pictures  are  being  com- 
pared with  the  Hindenburg  disaster  scoop 
of  a few  years  back. 


Safe-Crackers  Escape 

Montreal — Two  safe-smashers  beat  an 
usher  with  a revolver,  at  the  Rivoli  The- 
atre, when  they  were  discovered  hiding  in 
a tunnel.  Both  burglars  made  good  their 
escape  through  the  furnace  room  after  a 
chase  through  the  darkened  house.  They 
left  their  tools,  an  electric  drill,  a sledge- 
hammer, an  axe  and  chisels  behind. 


Mervyn  LeRoy  to  Meg  “Thin  Man" 

Hollywood — Mervyn  LeRoy  will  direct 
the  next  untitled  “Thin  Man”  picture  at 
Metro. 


VIII  CTO  KM  A 

gVEN  theatre  managers  are  not  immune 
from  the  lowly  sniffles.  Manager  Cliff 
Denham  of  the  Dominion  has  succumbed 
to  the  local  epidemic  of  colds  and  has  had 
to  lay  up  for  the  past  two  days. 

“London  Can  Take  It”  is  going  over  in 
a big  way  in  Victoria.  Many  of  the  thea- 
tre patrons  are  former  Londoners  and, 
some,  evacuees  from  London.  The  film  has 
been  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  week 
for  the  movie-going  public. 

At  the  Atlas  here.  Manager  Marc  Pries- 
werck  has  commenced  the  annual  Yo-Yo 
contest  this  week.  The  prizes  this  year 
are  to  be  War  Saving  Certificates  in  place 
of  the  usual  bicycles.  The  competition 
will  run  for  three  weeks.  The  first  prize 
will  be  a $25.00  War  Saving  Certificate, 
the  second  prize  a $15.00  certificate,  and 
the  third  prize  a $10.00  certificate.  There 
also  will  be  several  $5.00  certificates. 


Mrs.  Falk's  Suit  Against 
Smith  Is  Dismissed 

Toronto — The  action  for  libel  entered 
by  Mrs.  S.  H.  Falk,  editor  of  the  Cana- 
dian Indepe7ident , against  R.  Lewis  Smith, 
publisher  of  the  Canadian  Moving  Picture 
Digest,  was  taken  from  the  jury  and  the 
case  dismissed  by  Justice  McFarland  at 
the  hearing  in  Osgoode  Hall,  Toronto. 
The  judge  ruled  that  he  could  find  no 
evidence  of  malice  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant. 


Third  F-P  House  Is  in 
Prospect  for  Sarnia 

London,  Ont. — A third  house  is  in  pros- 
pect for  Sarnia,  border  city  60  miles  from 
London.  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
is  seeking  a suitable  site  on  Christina 
street  for  a theatre  seating  700  to  800. 

Famous  Players  now  operate  Capitol  and 
Imperial  in  Sarnia.  Announcement  was 
also  made  that  the  Imperial  is  to  be  mod- 
ernized. 


Meets  Price  Cut 

Toronto — The  Circle,  in  North  Toronto, 
owned  by  H.  Freedman,  past  president  of 
the  Independent  Theatres  Ass’n,  has  adopt- 
ed a policy  of  lower  prices,  adult  admis- 
sion up  to  7 p.  m.  being  20  cents  and, 
after  that  hour,  25  cents,  with  15  cents 
as  the  night  price  for  juveniles.  This 
step  meets  a similar  move  by  theatres  of 
the  Associated  chain  in  Toronto  suburbs. 


Rate  Reduced 

Montreal — Hamilton  United  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  has  declared  a dividend  of  per 
cent  on  the  7 per  cent  preferred  stock, 
payable  December  31  to  shareholders  of 
record  November  30.  Following  this  pay- 
ment arrears  will  increase  to  $19.50  per 
share  from  $19  on  September  30.  The 
dividend  rate  was  reduced  from  11/2  per 
cent  quarterly  with  the  payment  made  on 
September  30.  This  is  officially  attributed 
to  increased  taxation. 


Retitle  “Flotsam" 

Hollywood — The  Loew-Lewin  produc- 
tion, “Flotsam,”  has  been  retitled  “So  Ends 
Our  Night.” 
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RESERVE 

POWER 


CAMERAMEN  depend  on  the  extra  abil- 
ity of  each  Eastman  negative  film  to 
meet  inevitable  emergencies,  and  by  so 
doing  to  help  maintain  exacting  shooting 
schedules.  This  reserve  power  always 
has  distinguished  Eastman  raw  films. 
Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 

Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 


PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  little  light  is  urailable 

BACKGROVXD-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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Help  Patrons  and  Theatre 
With  Christmas  Tickets 


Gloversville,  N.  Y. — Keying  its  drive  to 
sell  Christmas  gift  tickets  to  the  slogan; 
“Give  Happiness  this  year  for  Christmas 
. . . give  Schine  Theatre  Gift  tickets,”  the 
Schine  Theatres,  with  houses  in  a tier  of 
eastern  and  mid-eastern  states,  is  launch- 
ing an  elaborately  outlined  campaign  that 
is  meant  to  garner  extra  business  by  pop- 
ularizing the  giving  of  theatre  tickets  as 
Christmas  gifts. 

Ticket  selling  started  on  November  21, 
and,  taking  advantage  of  experiences 
gained  in  previous  years,  calls  for  two 
things : 

(1)  Selling  only  one  class  of  adult 
tickets  (orchestra  seats). 

(2)  Having  the  tickets  good  only 
beginning  Dec.  24  and  end- 
ing Apr.  1,  1941. 

These  two  rules  are  expected  to  take 
out  the  “bugs”  in  previous  years’  selling 
when  it  was  found  that  a great  percentage 
of  the  tickets  were  used  prior  to  Christ- 
mas, and  that  friends  of  the  theatre  staff 
members,  to  enable  them  to  reach  a quota, 
bought  the  gift  tickets  in  lieu  of  the  reg- 
ular admission  tickets. 

The  individual  ticket  sale,  too,  this  year, 
is  preferred  to  the  scrip  books  in  various 
denominations  hitherto  used. 

In  paving  the  way  for  a successful  gift 
ticket  campaign,  publicity  stresses  the 
purpose  of  the  tickets:  To  provide  “Happi- 
ness and  Entertainment  as  a Christmas 
Gift.” 

In  a bulletin  to  Schine  houses  are  listed 
the  prospective  recipients  for  the  gift  tick- 
ets, to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
patrons:  The  delivery  boy,  fehe  paper  boy, 
the  butcher,  a favorite  clerk  or  waiter  or 
waitress,  the  mailman,  traffic  officer,  for 
underprivileged  children,  to  children  in  a 
classroom,  and  to  department  subordinates 
in  a store. 

Whom  to  Sell 

The  bulletin,  too,  lists  sales  possibilities 
as  follows: 

(1)  During  the  pre -Christmas  period 
many  department  stores  offer  their  clerks 


daily  and  weekly  prizes  for  volume  sales 
— suggest  two,  three,  or  four  gift  tickets. 

<2)  Contact  civic  organizations  and  the 
Boy  Scouts,  and  point  out  to  them  the 
possibilities  of  increasing  their  revenue  by 
selling  the  gift  tickets  and  receiving  10 
per  cent  of  all  sales.  (An  occasional  re- 
minder to  spur  them  along,  after  you  have 
lined  them  up,  is  advisable). 

(3)  Doctors  in  hospitals  usually  bestow 
upon  the  internes  and  nurses  Christmas 
gifts.  Have  them  give  these  hospital  em- 
ployes theatre  tickets. 

1 4)  Sell  clubs  making  up  Christmas 
Baskets  for  the  underprivileged  the  idea  of 
including  tickets  in  the  baskets. 

• 5)  To  philanthropists  for  distribution 
to  orphanages  and  homes  for  the  aged. 

Repeatedly  is  stressed  the  need  for  per- 
sonal contact  to  make  the  campaign  a suc- 
cess. 

Organize  the  Stall 

Methods  of  organizing  the  staffs  to 
facilitate  sales,  lobby  accessories,  and  let- 
ters for  the  mailing  list  all  are  carefully 
delineated  in  the  bulletin  that  Schine’s 
publicity  department  has  compiled  as  a 
guide. 

In  speaking  of  staff  organization,  in- 
structions first  announce  that  employes 
will  receive  10  per  cent  of  total  sales  (10 
per  cent  figured  on  established  price,  not 
including  tax). 

The  importance  of  staff  training  is  sum- 
med up  by  the  observation  that  if  an  em- 
ploye thinks  he  is  selling  just  theatre 
tickets,  he  won’t  enjoy  good  commissions. 
He  must  create  sales  by  convincing  the 
prospective  purchaser  what  a great  gift 
these  tickets  would  make  for  many  peo- 
ple. To  do  this,  he  or  she  must  be  trained. 

The  manual  instructs: 

"Call  a staff  meeting  and  very  thorough- 
ly explain  why  the  tickets  make  great 
Christmas  gifts.  Accent  that  Happiness 
and  Entertainment  ai'e  the  gifts  they  are 
urging  the  prospects  to  give. 

“Arrange  for  the  staff  to  contact  their 


Dear  Friend; 

Are  you  faced  with  the  ever-existing  Christmas 
problem— WHAT  TO  GIVE  FOR  CHRISTMAS? 

We  have  the  answer  to  that  problem.  Give  “HAP- 
PINESS” in  the  form  of  Schine  theatre  admission  tick- 
ets this  Christmas  as  a Christmas  gift.  There  is  no  finer 
gift  that  anyone  could  give  at  Christmas  Time  than 
happiness.  Each  and  every  admission  ticket  contains 
many  hours  of  happiness  for  the  owner. 

Schine’s  Christmas  Gift  Tickets,  inclosed  in  an  at- 
tractive Christmas  envelope  ready  to  convey  your  sea- 
son’s greetings,  make  the  ideal  holiday  gift.  They  are 
novel,  inexpensive,  and  always  welcome. 

Two,  three,  four,  five  or  even  many  more  make  an 
ideal  gift  for  your  delivery  boy,  paper  boy,  postman, 
favorite  policeman,  butcher  and  many  other  persons  to 
whom  you  ordinarily  give  inexpensive  presents. 

Schine’s  “HAPPINESS”  Gift  Tickets  can  be  pur- 
chased in  any  quantity  at  your  local  Schine  Theatre. 
Do  not  hesitate  to  call  on  me  to  explain  further  the 
discounts  available  for  quantities  in  excess  of  50. 

Respectfully  yours. 


Manager  Theatre. 


To  the  left  is  a 
sample  letter  the 
Schine  managers 
are  advised  to 
send  out  to  their 
mailing  list,  call- 
ing attention  to 
the  Christmas 
Gift  Tickets. 


NOV  El INt/PtNSI  Vf . , 

THE  IDEAL  HOLIDAY  GiPT^ 

//I  (iO'f , Fnl't'/c  Holtejr.y  J / 


Above  is  diagrammed  the  compo-board 
structure  that  goes  atop  the  small  sell- 
ing table.  It  is  four  feet  wide  by 
seven  feet  high.  Colors  used  are  white, 
green  and  red.  The  two  curved  ban- 
ners at  the  top  are  to  be  white  with 
green  and  red  lettering.  The  six  ban- 
ners, three  on  each  side,  are  to  be 
white  with  green  letters  and  green 
with  white  letters.  Bottom  banner  is 
to  be  red  with  green  and  white  let- 
tering. Copy  as  follows: 

A1 — "Tickets  in  attractive  Christmas 
eyivelopes  ready  to  convey  your 
Season’s  Greetings.’’ 

A2 — "Excellent  for  postman,  delivery 
boy,  baker,  policeman,  butcher.’’ 
A3 — "Tickets  can  be  bought  in  any 
quantity.” 

y44 — "Tickets  can  be  bought  for  any 
Schine  Theatre.  Ask  attendant.” 
A5 — "Bulk  purchases  subject  to  dis- 
count. See  manager.” 

A6 — "Tickets  excellent  for  underprivi- 
leged children  and  your  em- 
ployes.” 


friends  and  relatives  and  to  keep  talking 
about  the  tickets.” 

To  aid  in  the  selling,  the  Schine  head 
office  is  furnishing  its  houses  with  novelty 
match  packets,  imprinted  with  appropriate 
copy  and  these  to  be  distributed  either  by 
being  sold  to  stores  or  newsstands  doing 
a volume  cigarette  business  or  given  out 
to  men  leaving  the  theatre. 

Too,  special  ads,  designed  to  go  in  sec- 
tions of  the  newspapers  other  than  the 
amusement  pages  are  being  utilized.  Cards 
for  the  boxoffice  will  help  along. 

A special  sales  stand  for  the  lobby  is 
suggested.  The  stand  is  pictured  in  the 
upper  corner  of  this  page.  Attendants  for 
the  stand  can  be  rotated  and  let  the  at- 
tendant receive  10  per  cent  of  his  sales. 
The  sales  talk  of  the  attendant  should 
include  the  recommendations  as  to  whom 
to  give  the  tickets  as  enumerated  some 
paragraphs  back. 

The  houses  are  being  provided  with  two 
trailers,  to  be  alternated  each  week.  The 
trailers  again  hammer  home  the  slogan, 
“Give  Happiness  This  Year”  and  enumer- 
ate the  possible  recipients  of  the  gift  tick- 
ets. They  conclude  with  a notice  that  the 
tickets  are  on  sale  at  the  boxoffice. 

Schine  is  rewarding  managers  who  ex- 
ceed last  year’s  sales  with  bonuses  of  20, 
15,  10  and  five  dollars. 
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AD  AIDS 
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E ? PROJECTORS 

Installed  in  ^roadway’’ 

by  the 

U\(ational  theatre  Supply  Company 

FOR  THE  NEW  YORK 

“FANTASIA” 

PREMIERE 


PROJECTORS 

In  Sipery  ‘theatre  on  ^roadway,  Vyew  york 

PROJECTORS 

On  c^All  “^roadlvays”  of  the  l£)orld 

Thousands  of  Theatres  on  large  and  small 
^^Main  Streets’^  — Everywhere  — Rely  upon 
PRICELESS  DEPENDABILITY 

and  SUPERIOR  PROJECTION 

INTERNATIONAL  PROJECTOR  CORPORATION 

88-96  GOLD  STREET 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


I'ka  kla6 


Columbia 

Mad  Men  of  Europe 

Played  this  one  on  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day. Capacity  crowds  both  days.  Seems 
that  our  patrons  like  pictures  like  this  one 
as  some  came  to  see  it  twice.  A “natural” 
for  small  towns  like  ours.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,250.  Capacity:  450. — William 
Bielamowicz,  St.  Mary’s.  Bremond,  Tex. 

M-G-M 

Andy  Hardy  Meets  Debutante 

Always  a tonic  for  our  B.  O.  are  these 
Hardy  pictures.  Rooney  tops  in  this  town. 
Rings  bell  at  boxoffice,  too.  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  28-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  2,000.  Capacity: 
300. — Frank  Medley,  Palace,  Monterey, 
Tenn. 

Waterloo  Bridge 

A swell  picture.  Give  it  your  best.  It 
can  take  it.  Admission:  20-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  850.  Capacity:  384. 
— R.  M.  Enloe,  Wahoo,  Dubach,  La. 

Monogram 

Son  of  the  Navy 

Another  capacity  crowd  for  this  one. 
Welt  liked  by  everyone.  Offered  free  tickets 
to  mothers  of  sons  in  the  navy.  Good  for 
any  day.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Cloudy.  Ad- 
mission: 15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,250.  Capacity:  450. — William  Bie- 
lamowicz. St.  Mary’s,  Bremond,  Tex. 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Boxof- 
fice, 4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Paramount 

I Want  a Divorce 

Good  picture.  Comedy  mixed  with 
drama.  Should  please  all  who  see  it. 
Played  on  double  feature  with  “Prairie 
Law.”  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
sion: 28-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 2,800.  Capacity:  400. — Irvin  Baker 
jr..  Roaring  Spring,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 
Untamed 

This  picture  is  one  of  the  best  that  we 
have  run  in  ages.  An  excellent  cast  has 
done  an  excellent  job.  Good  at  the  box- 
office  too.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Cold.  Ad- 
mission: 28-10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 2,000.  Capacity:  300. — Frank  Med- 
ley, Palace,  Monterey,  Tenn. 

Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

Marked  Men 

Plot  fairly  good  and  acting  not  too  bad. 
Photography  is  fair  and  sound  not  so 
good.  However,  P-R-C  is  trying  hard  to 
deliver,  so  give  them  the  break  that  they 
so  justly  deserve.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Admis- 
sion: 20-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 26,000.  Capacity:  744. — Pearce  Park- 
hurst,  Larcom,  Beverly,  Mass, 


FAVOR 


Paper  Hats — Assorted 

Horns 

Balloons 

Squawker  Balloons 


$1.00  per  100 
$1.00  per  100 
$1.00  per  100 
$1.50  per  100 


Fancy  Paper  Hats — Asstd.  $2.00  per  100 
Miniature  Metallic  Hats  $2.90  per  100 
Noisemakers — Assorted  $2.00  per  100 

Serpentine  $2.10  per  100  pkgs. 


SSELL  SEATS 
ARE  INEXPENSIVE 

Chip  Roping — Red,  Green  or  Blue, 
per  piece  (60  yards)  $0.24 

Icicles,  per  pound  $0.38 

Christmas  Wreaths,  cellophane, 

new,  per  doz.  (8  inch)  $0.96 

Silver  Foil  Wreaths — 17^2  in.-  ©a $0.45 

Electric  Wreaths,  10-in.,  each $0.23 

Electric  Tree  Light  Set,  each  $0.38 
Merry  Christmas  Banner — 

15  foot,  each  $0.38 

New  Year's  Eve  Banners — 

15  foot,  each  $0.38 


rn  <n  VI  FOR  YOUR  orchestra  or  USHERS  — 12  Unusually  Erilliant, 
Elaborate,  Fancy  Paper  Hats — with  Every  Order  of  $10  or  more 


NKT.  F.  O.  B.  KANSAS  CITY 


CATALOG  ON  KEQVEST 


OPTICAN  BROTHERS 

301  W.  NINTH  ST.  IMPORTERS  KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


jak. 


Republic 

Gangs  of  Chicago 

A good  action  picture  which  holds  the 
patron’s  interest  but  has  no  draw  worthy 
of  mention.  The  story  has  few  new 
angles,  but  good  direction  has  given  a fair 
measure  of  suspense  notwithstanding. 
Wednesday. — R.  Evans,  Melodian,  Cheney, 
Wash. 

Wagons  Westward 

We  ran  this  one  first  run  in  Beverly. 
Fairly  good  show  and  pleased  our  audi- 
ences. Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Admission:  20-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  26,000. 
Capacity:  744. — Pearce  Parkhurst,  Larcom, 
Beverly,  Mass. 

RKO  Radio 

Bullet  Code 

Just  another  cowboy  picture.  I can’t 
stand  them  anyway,  but  on  certain  days 
the  classes  of  trade  we  draw  seem  to  like 
them  and  that’s  what  really  counts.  Sun., 
Mon.  Admission:  20-10.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  26,000.  Capacity:  744. 
— Pearce  Parkhurst,  Larcom,  Beverly,  Mass. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Star  Dust 

A good  picture  enjoyed  by  all.  Nothing 
exceptional  but  a very  good  light  picture. 
Should  please  all.  Tues.,  Wed.  Admission: 
20-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  26,- 
000.  Capacity:  744. — Pearce  Parkhurst, 
Larcom,  Beverly,  Mass. 

Universal 

La  Conga  Nights 

This  is  a fair  show  but  not  as  good  as 
Universal  has  been  doing  on  some  other 
pictures.  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1.725.  Capacity:  440. — M.  B.  Hasty, 
Joy,  Dardanelle,  Ark. 

You're  Not  So  Tough 

The  “Dead  End  Kids”  are  always  good 
and  this  picture  is  no  exception.  Lots  of 
comedy.  Played  with  “Golden  Fleecing” 
and  made  a nice  double  feature  program. 
Sat..  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  28- 
10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
2.800.  Capacity:  400. — Irvin  Baker  jr.. 
Roaring  Spring,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Warner 

Flowing  Gold 

A fair  picture  but  failed  to  draw  as  it 
should  have.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,725.  Capacity:  400. — M.  B.  Hasty, 
Joy,  Dardanelle,  Ark. 


Tostal 
Telegraph 


CHARGES  FOR  TELEGRAMS  ’PHONED  IN 
APPEAR  ON  YOUR  TELEPHONE  BILL. 


82 


BOXOFFICE  ::  November  30,  1940 


® 

I s 

p 

p ja 

V 

d P 

o u 

« w 

II 

fl 

o P 


o 

2 o 

o 


® 

0 

•d 


o w y 

® o 
o *0 

d 


"i 

® ‘C 


6 .2 


§ .2  i 


o-'S 


® 3 
P>  o 
o 

d 


43 

o .. 

X 

® 0 


pi 

-9  43 

® *0 
® 

M 43 
O ® 

n 


0 O 

-o 

- t 

ja  ui 

•|  .• 

® 

& § 

•3 

•d  M 

w d 

p 

& ^ 

g.< 

^ g 


3 W ^ ^ 

.=  c - « 


u 'S  ."H 


w Oi 

•s  ^ 

E5 

U [J 

.®  u 

•§  c 

« b. 

o 

d X 

^ 2 

10  CQ 


M 

u 

(/} 

< 

u 

l4 

u 


u 


M 


O 


VK 


P-R-C 

1^  Western  157 

Billy  the  Kid  Out- 

lawetl  (60) 

Bob  Steele 

fal  Western  152 

Gun  Code  (5  6) 

Tim  McCoy 

[28]  Mystery  103 

Marked  Men  (70) 

Warren  Hull 
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Billy  the  Kid  in 

Texas  (57) 

Bob  Steele 

- 

WARNER-F.N. 

[l^  Drama  FN45-1 

^All  This,  and 
Heaven  Too  (143) 
Bette  Davis 

Charles  Boyer 

R— June  22 

[2o|  Com.  with  Mu. 

\VB407 

Jly  Bove  Caine  Back 

(85)  R— July  6 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

T 

r» 

s > 

— 0) 

m C .2 

. ClJ  b, 

>v  J u 

« *-•  o 

o 2 oj  - 

[Yl  Drama  FNieO 

The.v  Drive  by  Night 

(95)  R— July  20 

George  Raft 

.‘tnn  Sheridan 

|1Q[  Ac.  Dram  \VB414 

River’s  End  (69) 

Dennis  Morgan 

Elizabeth  Earl 

R — Aug.  24 

^ Drama  WB417 

Money  and  the 

\Voman  (67) 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

Brenda  Marshall 

R — Aug.  17 

^ Act.  Dr.  1VB412 

IHowlng  Gold  (82) 

Pat  C’Brien 

John  Garfield 

Frances  Farmer 

R — Aug.  31 

[3l|  Drama  W'B401 

Sea  Hawk,  The 

(126) 

Errol  Flynn 

Brenda  Marshall 

R— July  27 

g Com.  Dr.  WB519 

Calling  AU  Hus- 

bands (64) 

George  Tobias 

11 — .Sept.  21 

Comedy  FN554 

No  Time  for  Com- 

edy (93) 

James  Stewart 

Rosalind  Russell 

K — Sept.  14 

|2l|  Drama  AATj506 

City  for  Conquest 

(106) 

James  Cagney 

Ann  Sheridan 

R — Sept.  14 

i 

UNIVERSAL 

[l9|  Melodrama  4057 

Black  Diamonds  (62) 

R— July  27 
^ Western  4064 

Son  of  Boaring  Dan 
(64)  R— Aug.  17 

Johnny  Mack  Brown 

n ® ^ CO 

© '0 

© o S 

^ ^ a bi 

3 

■9  tl3 

Q 0 § 1 

■ 

S a 

u ss  3 §o  s;^ 
■3*7  .3  * 

fY\  M’drama  4039 

South  to  Karanga 

(69) 

Charles  Bickford 

R — Aug.  3 

[9]  Comedy  4003 

Boys  From  Syracuse 

(72)  R— July  20 

.Aillan  Jones 

Martha  Raye 

fil  Com.  Mu».  5013 

Argentine  Nights 

(73)  R — Sept.  7 

Ritz  Bros. 

•Andrews  Sisters 

[i^  Com.  Dr.  5006 

Hired  IVife  (96) 

R — Sept.  14 

|l3]  Melodrama  5051 

I^eather  Pushers 

(64)  R— Sept.  7 

|20|  ivieioarama  bU2U 

The  Mummy’s  Hand 

(67)  R— Aug.  31 

|2o[  Western  5061 

Hagtiine  Cowboy  Joe 

(58)  R — Oct.  5 

|20|  Melodrama  5046 

Fugitive,  The  (76) 

R— July  6 

g Mus.  Com.  5001 

Spring  Parade  (89) 

Deanna  Durbin 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

[l^l  Melodrama 
Mouth  of  Pago  Pago 
(97) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Jon  Hall 

Francis  Farmer 

R— July  20 

|9|  Melodrama 
Captain  Caution 
(86)  R — Aug.  10 

Victor  Mature 

Louise  Platt 

[I^  Drama 

Foreign  Correspon- 

dent (120) 

Joel  McCrea 

Laraine  Day 

R— Sept.  7 

[3o|  Action  Drama 

Kit  Carson  (97) 

Jon  Hall 

Lynn  Bari 

R — Sept.  7 

g Drama 

Pastor  Hall  (92) 

.Nova  Pllbeam 

R — Aug.  3 

|20|  Act.  Drama 

The  IVesterner  (99) 

Gary  Cooper 

Doris  Davenport 

R— May  25 

' 

20TH-F0X 

[l2|  Drama  046 

Manhattan  Heart- 
l»eat  (71) 

V.  Gilmore 

R.  Sterling  R-June  8 

|19|  Drama  056 

(^Maryland  (91 ) 
Walter  Brennan 

Fay  Bainter 

Brenda  Joyce 

R — July  13 

fi]  Drama  101 

The  Man  I Married 

Joan  Bennett  (77) 
Francis  Lederer 

R— July  20 

1 9|  Lorn.  Drama  164 

The  Girl  From  Ave- 

nue A (73) 

Jane  Withers 

Kent  Taylor 

R — Aug.  10 

© 

a 

«»  2 

1 >> 

U «fc-  ” '3  2 t- 

-a  0 w c £ ^ 

o p d, 

E J ^ ^ 

2 » 5 >*  3 

g Drama  106 

ller  13  (66) 

Lynn  Bari 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Aug.  17 

[3Ci|  Comedy  109 

Young  People  (79) 

Shirley  Temple 

Jack  Oakie 

R — July  20 

in  Melodrama  110 

Charlie  Chan  nt  the 

Wax  Jluseuin  (63) 

Sidney  Toler 

R — -Aug.  3 

[is]  Comedy  105 

FKa  Maxwell’s  Pub- 

lic Deb  No.  1 (80) 

George  Murphy 

Brenda  Jovce 

R— Aug.  31 

g Drama  11€ 

Yesterday’s  Heroes 

(65) 

Robert  Sterling 

Jean  Rogers 

R— Sept.  21 
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RKO  RADIO 

[l^  Com.  Drama  039 
Cro^*8  Country 
Homance  (68) 

Gene  Raymond 
Wendy  Barrie 

R — June  29 

Drama  02tJ 

Tom  Br<>\vn’s  School 
Days  (82) 

James  Lydon 

Fred,  Bartholomew 
Cedric  Hardwicke 

R — June  29 

^ Western  085 

Stage  to  Chino  (59) 
G. O’Brien  R-Aug.  24 
j26]  Com.  Drama  037 
Millionaires  in 

Prison  (63) 

L.  Tracy  R-June  29 

[2]  Drama  061 

©Queen  of  Destiny 
(95)  R-Nov.26.  ’38 

as  “60  Glorious 
Years” 

(IT]  Melodrama  042 
One  Crowded  Night 
(68)  R_Aug.  3 

Billie  Seward 

William  Haade 

[l^  Drama  041 

Stranger  on  the 
TTiIrd  Floor  (64) 
Peter  Lorre 

John  McGuire 

H— Sept.  7 

[l6|  Propaganda  171 
Ramparts  IVe  Watch 
(87)  R— July  27 

Drama  043 

Wildcat  Bus  (63) 

F.  Wray  R-Aug.  24 

g Comedy  046 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance 
(89)  R— Aug.  31 
|30|  Drama  038 

Lucky  Partners  (101) 

R.Colman  R-Aug.  24 

n A'lC  Drama  101 

Men  .Against  the  Sky 

(75)  R — Aug.  31 

Richard  DIx 

AVendy  Barrie 
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g Western  086 

Triple  Justice  (66) 

R— Oct.  19 

g Drama  103 

I’m  Still  Alive  (72) 

R— Sept.  21 

REPUBLIC 

Comedy  909 

scatterbrain  (72) 
Judy  Canova 

H— July  13 
il5|  Western  94-1 

Carolina  Moon  (65) 
G.  Autry  R — July  20 

[3^  Drama  904 

(Jirl  from  (lod’g  Po’n- 
try  (71)  R— Jul  27 
1^  Western  956 

Ranger  and  the 
Lady  (69) 

R.  Rogers  R-July  27 

|lo]  Musical  910 

■Sing,  Dance,  Plentt 
Hot  (72) 

Johnny  Downs 

Ruth  Terry 

R — Aug.  3 

[lel  Western  071 

Tulsa  Kid  (57) 

Don  “Red”  Barry 

R — Aug.  3 
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[^  Western  943 

Hide,  Tenderfoot, 
Hide  (65) 

Gene  Autry 

R — Aug.  31 

[ll|  Melodrama  017 
Ciirl  From  Havana 

(69) 

r»enni.s  D’Keefe 

«’lalr  Carlton 

R — Sept  1 4 

[l5|  Western  051 

Colorado  (57) 

Roy  Rogers 

R — Sept.  14 

[30|  Western  062 

Ciider  Texas  Skies 

(57) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Sept.  21 

PARAMOUNT 

Western  3959 

stagecoach  War 

(63)  R — July  6 

Bill  Boyd 

F-tussell  Hayden 

^ Drama  3941 

©Untamed  (83) 

Hay  Milland 

Patricia  Morison 

R — June  29 

Uj  Melodrama  3942 
Golden  Gloves  (69) 
Richard  Denning 
Jean  Cagney 

R — Aug.  3 
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[l^  Comery  3944 

Coinin’  Hound  the 
Mountain  (63) 

Bob  Burns 

Una  Merkel 

R — Aug.  17 

^ Com.  Drama  3945 
The  Great  McGintv 

(83) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Muriel  Angelus 

R— July  27 

1^  Mus.  Com.  4001 
Uhythm  on  the 
Kiver  (94) 

Bing  Crosby 

R — Aug.  24 

1^  Drama  4002 

1 Want  a Divorce 
(92)  R— Aug.  17 
Dick  Powell 

Joan  Blondell 

^ Melodrama  4003 

Rangers  of  Fortune 

(80) 

Fred  MacMurray 

Patricia  Morison 

R — Sept.  14 
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1^  Melodrama  4024 

Orphans  of  the  North 

(67)  R — Nov.  9 

1^  Western  3957 

Rainbow  Over  the 

Range  (59) 

T.  Ritter  R-Aug.  10 

[~5]  Melodrama  3908 
Doomed  to  Die  (67) 

Boris  Karloff 

R — Aug.  10 

[l^  Mys.  Drama  3913 

laoughing  at  Danger 
(62)  R~Aug.  10 

[l9|  Western  3958 
Arizona  Frontier 
(55)  R— Sept.  14 
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g Melodrama  3903 

Queen  of  the  Yukon 

(63) 

Charles  Bickford 

Irene  Rich 

R — Sept.  28 

|~^  Drama 

Who  Is  Guilty?  (73) 
Ben  Lyon 

K — Sept.  14 

[9~|  Com.  Drama  3914 

Up  m tile  Air  (61) 
Frankie  Darro 

R — Sept.  14 

|23|  Melodrama  4021 

that  Gang  uf  Mine 

(62) 

Bobby  Jordon 

H— Oct.  5 

Melodrama  4001 

The  Ape  (62) 

Boris  Karloff 

R— Oct.  26 

M-G-M 

[12]  Drama  44 

.Sporting  Blood 

(82) 

Robert  Young 

Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R — July  13 

[l^  Com.  Drama  4r, 

We  Wlio  Are  Young 

(79) 

Lana  Turner 

John  Shelton 

R— July  20 

Com.  Drama  47 

Gold  Hush  Maisie 

(82) 

Ann  Sothern 

Lee  Bowman 

R — Aug.  3 

[Y|  Costume  Com.  46 

tSPrlde  and  Preju- 

dice (H8) 

Greer  Garson 

l.aurence  Cllvier 

|~9~]  Com.  Drama  50 

I IvO\^  You  Again 
(99) 

William  Powell 

Myrna  Loy 

R — Aug.  17 

|l|j  Comedy  40 

Golden  Fleecing  (68) 

Lew  Ayres 

Rita  Johnson 

R — Aug.  24 

i[^  Drama  46 

Boom  Town  (120) 

Clark  Gable 

Spencer  Tracy 

Claudette  Colbert 

iR — Aug.  10 

n Drama  101 

Dr.  Kildare  Goes 

Home  (79) 

Lew  Ayres 

R— Swt.  7 

[l^  Act.  Drama  102 

Wyoming  (88) 
Wallace  Beery 

Leo  Carillo 

R — Sept.  14 

g Mus.  Com.  KM 

Haunted  Honey- 

moon (83) 

Robert  Montgomery 
R— Aug.  31 

Comedy  103 

Strike  Up  the  Band 

(120) 

R — Sept.  21 

1^  Mystery  106 

-Alfv  Murder  (^72) 

COLUMBIA 

Drama  1038 

.Military  Academy 

(66) 

T.  Kelly  R-July  13 

^ Adventure  lllO 

I Married  Adven- 

ture (78)  R-July  20 

Comedy  1012 
Hlondie  Has  Servant 

Trouble  (70) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R— July  27 

Drama  1008 

The  latdy  In  Ques- 

tion (81) 

Brian  Aherne 

Rita  Hayworth 

R — Aug.  10 

[l^  Melodrama  1038 

The  Secret  Seven 

(62)  R— Aug.  24 

[l^  Western  2201 

Durango  Kid  (65) 

R — Sept.  7 

Com.  Drama  1006 

He  Stayed  for 

Breakfast  (87) 
f>oretta  Young 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R — Aug.  13 

[Y]  Comedy  1022 

Five  Little  Peppers 
in  Trouble  (65) 
Edith  Fellows 

R— Sept.  7 

[5]  Melodrama  2032 

Fugitive  From  Pris- 

on Camp  (59) 

[1^  Melodrama  1024 

Before  I Hang  (63) 
R— Oct.  19 

g Drama  1001 

{jiThe  Howards  of 
Airginia  (117) 

Cary  Grant 

Martha  Scott 

R — Sept.  7 

g Melodrama  1040 

Glamour  for  Sale 
(59)  R — Oct.  26 

g Drama  1006 

Angels  Over  Broad- 
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24 
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SEPT. 

14 

SEPT. 

21 

SEPT. 
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n Western  154 

Riders  of  Black 

Mountain  (60) 

Tim  McCoy 

Com.  Mys.  104 

Devil  Bat  ( . . ) 

Bela  Lugosi 

[13]  Western  159 

Billy  the  Kid’s  Gun 

Justice  ( . . ) 

Bob  Steele 

U5 

0 

^ 1 

ft  5 

a » 

^ be  • 

Q c 

1 

[Sis 

g Comedy  106 

Toil  Betcha  My  Life 

( . .) 

Henry  Armetta 

[Y|  Mystery  107 

Secret  Evidence 

(..) 

[3]  Western  163 

Lone  Rider  No.  1 

(..) 

George  Houston 

P-R-C 

Pat  O'Brien 

R — Oct.  12 

Comedy  FN559 
Father  Is  a Prince 

(56) 

Grant  Mitchell 

R — Nov.  9 

Hist,  Drama 
iJispatch  from  Reu- 
ters (90) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

R — Sept.  28 

^ Com.  Drama 
'Tugboat  Annie 

JSails  Again  (77) 
Marjorie  Kambeau 
.llan  Hale 

R — Oct.  26 

|Y|  Comedy 

Always  a Bride  (60) 

Rosemary  Lane 

R — Nov.  30 

n Drama 

East  of  the  River 

(73)  H — Nov.  2 

John  Garfield 

Brenda  Marshall 

|l^  Drama 

.>outh  of  Suez  ( . . ) 

George  Brent 

Geraldine  Fitzgerald 

g Drama 

Letter,  Tire  (97) 

Betie  Davis 

Herbert  Marshall 

R — Nov.  23 

g Drama 

La<ly  IVith  Red 

Hair  (81) 

Miriam  Hopkins 

R — Nov.  16 

[t]  Comedy 

She  Couldn’t  Say  No 

(.  .) 

Roger  Pryor 

Eve  Arden 

[14]  Drama 

Invitation  to  Mur- 

der ( . . ) 

Thomas  Mitchell 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

g Reissue 

Here  Comes  the 

Navy  (8  6) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O’Brien 
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\Y\  Melodrama 

Four  Mothers  ( . . ) 

The  Lane  Sisters 

WARNER-F.  N. 

Victor  McLaglen 

R — Oct.  5 

111]  Melodrama  6017 
A Little  Bit  of 

Heaven  (87) 

Gloria  Jean 

R — Oct.  19 

|l8|  Western  5062 
Law  and  Order  (57) 
Johnny  M.  Brown 

R — Nov.  30 

Comedy  5024 
slightly  Tempted 
(60)  R — Aug.  3 

^ Drama  6007 

seven  Sinners  (86) 
R — Nov.  2 

[Y]  Comedy  6036 

I’m  Nobody’s  Sweet- 
heart Now’  (64) 

R — Aug.  10 
|~]~|  Melodrama  5052 
Devil’s  Pipeline  (66) 
R — Nov.  30 

n Comedy  5021 
Sandy  Gets  Her  Man 
(66)  R — Nov.  16 

n Western  5063 

Post  ( . . ) 

Drama 

One  Night  in  the 

Tropics  (83) 

Allan  Jones 

Nancy  Kelly 

R— Nov.  9 

Comedy  o023 

Meet  the  Wildcat 

(61)  R — Nov.  2 

g Drama  (Reissue) 

Next  Time  We  Love 

Margaret  Sullavan 

[2^  Comedy 

Tne  Bank  Dick  ( . . ) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Una  Merkel 
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g Drama 

Give  Us  Wings  (61) 

Little  Tough  Guys 

Wallace  Ford 

R — Nov.  16 

Mys.  Comedy 

invisible  Woman 

( . .) 

John  Barrymore 

Virginia  Bruce 

[3]  Com.  Drama 

YY'here  Did  You  Get 

That  Girl  ( . . ) 

[Y]  Adv.  Drama 

Liick.v  Devils  ( . . ) 

Arlen-Devine 

UNIVERSAL 

Drama 

Long  Voyage  Home 

(105) 

Thomas  Mitchell 

John  Wayne 

R — Oct.  12 

g Drama 

Black  Out  (80) 

Conrad  Veidt 

Valerie  Hobson 

R — Nov.  23 

g Fantasy 

©'J’hief  of  Bagdad 

(109) 

Conrad  Veidt 

Sabu 

R — Oct.  19 

[Y]  Melodrama 

Son  of  Monte  Cristo 

(102) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 
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ini  Mus.  Com.  113 
©Down  Argentine 
Way  (88) 

Don  Ameche 

R — Oct.  12 

Drama  114 

Night  Train  (93) 
Margaret  Lockwood 
Rex  Harrison 

R— Nov.  2 

^ Comedy  111 

1 lie  (ireat  Profile 

(71) 

John  Barrymore 

R — Aug,  24 

n Melodrama  117 
Mark  of  Zorro  (94) 
Tyrone  Power 

Linda  Darnell 

R — Nov.  9 

|l5|  Drama  102 

street  of  Memories 
(70)  R— July  6 

Lynne  Roberts 

Guy  Kibbee 

g Comedy  119 

Youth  YY’iU  Be 
Served  (66) 

Jane  Withers 

R — Sept.  28 

Drama  120 

Tin  Pan  Alley  (95) 
Alice  Faye 

Jack  Oakie 

Betty  Grable 

R — Nov.  30 

Drama  118 

Charter  Pilot  (66) 

Lynn  Bari 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Nov.  30 

g Mystery  121 

Ylurder  Over  New 

York  (65) 

Sidney  Toler 

R — Nov.  30 

g Drama  123 

©Cliad  Hanna  ( . . ) 

Henry  Fonda 

'orothy  Lamour 

|Y]  Drama  115 

Hudson’s  Bay  ( . . ) 

Paul  Muni 

Virginia  Field 

20TH-F0X 

Tim  TlOlt 

Ray  Whitley 

R — Oct.  12 

[il]  Burl.  Com.  106 
Villain  Still  Pursued 
Her  (67)  R-Aug.  3 
Anita  Louise 

Hugh  Herbert 

|l§l  Melodrama  107 
Laddie  (70) 

Tim  Holt 

Virginia  Gilmore 

R — Sept.  21 

[2^  Melodrama  104 
They  Knew  What 
They  Wanted  (90) 
Carole  Lombard 
Chas.  Laughton 

K — Oct.  19 

fl]  Comedy  106 

Too  Many  Girls  (85) 
R— Oct.  12 
in  Comedy  109 

Li’l  Abner  (78) 

R — Nov.  9 

n Comedy  111 

uiexican  Spitfire 

Out  West  (76) 

Lupe  Velez 

R — Oct.  12 

|i^  Drama 

Itemedy  for  Riches 
(69) 

Jean  Hersholt 
R^Nov.  23 

g Western  182 

largo  Kid,  The  (63) 
R— Nov.  2 
g Mus.  Com.  108 
you'll  Find  Out 
(97)  R— Nov.  23 

1^  Drama  110 

Little  Men  ( . . ) 

Kay  Francis 

Jack  Oakie 

[5]  Musical 

.Show  Business  ( . . ) 
Alan  Mowbray 

g Mus.  Comedy 
Let’s  Make  Music 

(..) 

Bob  Crosby 

Elisabeth  Risdon 

Comedy  122 

Jennie  ( . . ) 

William  Henry 

Dorris  Bowden 

g Drama 

No,  No,  Nanette 

( . . ) 

.Ynna  Neagle 

[~3]  Drama 

Citizen  Kane  ( . , ) 

Orson  Welles 
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|lij  Mus.  Com.  006 

Jlelody  and  Moon- 
light (73) 

Johnny  Downs 

R — Oct.  19 

^ Mus.  Com.  001 

Hit  Parade  of  1941 

(88) 

Frances  Langford 

R — Oct.  19 
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in  Mystery  ()06 

\v  lio  Killed  Aunt 
Maggie?  (70) 
Wendy  Barrie 

John  Hubbard 

K — Nov.  2 

n Mus.  Comedy  007 

Triendly  Neighbors 

(67)  R— Nov.  16 

The  Weavers 

[n]  Western  063 

Trail  Blazers,  The 

(58)  R — Nov.  2 

|l^  Western  041 

Melody  Ranch  (85) 
R— Nov.  30 
|2^  Western  073 

Texas  Terrors  (57) 
R— Nov.  30 

^ Comedy  018 

Meet  the  Missus 

(68) 

Roscoe  Karns 

R— Nov.  30 

[y|  Western 

The  Border  Legion 

(58) 

Roy  Rogers 

R— Nov.  30 

|~^  Comedy 

Barnyard  Follies 

(67)  R— Nov.  30 
Mary  Lee 

Rufe  Davis 

1^  Drama 

Behind  the  News 

(.  .) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Doris  Davenport 

g Western 

Lone  Star  Raiders 

( . . ) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

[3^  Drama 

Bowerj-  Boy  ( . . ) 

Dennis  O'Keefe 

Louise  Campbell 

REPUBLIC 

Wayne  Morns 

Lillian  Cornell 

R — Oct.  5 

[ll]  Drama  4005 

Cherokee  Strip  (86) 

Florence  Rice 
Richard  Dix 

R — Oct.  5 

[is]  Drama  4006 

Moon  Over  Burma 

(76) 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — Oct.  19 

^ Drama  4007 

Christmas  in  July 
(72)  R— Sept.  21 
^ Documentary 
World  in  Flames 
(61)  R— Oct.  26 

[T]  Musical  1267 

Dancing  on  a Dime 

(74) 

Robert  Paige 

R— Oct.  12 
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[isj  Western  4050 

Three  Men  From 
Texas  (70) 

William  Boyd 

R — Sept.  14 

g Mus.  Com.  1260 

Night  at  Earl  Car- 
roll’s,  A (63) 

Ken  Murray 

R— Nov.  23 

[i^  Western 

Texas  Rangers  Ride 

Again  (68) 

John  Howard 

g Outd’r  Dr.  1262 

North  West  Mounted 

Police  (125) 
Madeleine  Carroll 
R— Oct.  26 

g Comedy 

Gove  Th.v  Neighbor 

(.  .) 

Jack  Benny 

Fred  Allen 

[3]  Musical 

Second  Chorus  ( . . ) 

Fred  Astaire 

Paulette  Goddard 

PARAMOUNT 

Ralph  Byrd 

R — Oct.  19 

Western 

Trailin’  Double 

Trouble  (58) 
Corrigan-Terhune- 
King  R — Oct.  19 

[~^  Com.  Drama 
or  Swimmin’  Hole 
(75)  R— Oct.  26 

M.  Jones 

T.  Moran 

[n]  Western 

Take  Me  Back  to 

Oklahoma  (64) 

Tex  Ritter 

R— Nov.  30 

Mystery 

I’liantom  of  China- 

town (62) 

Keye  Luke 

R— Nov.  30 

g Western 

West  of  Pinto  Basin 

(.  .) 

Corrigan -Terhune- 

Klng 

g Melodrama 
Gypsy  Cavalier  ( . . ) 

Gilbert  Roland 

g Adventure 
^ign  of  the  YVolf 
(.  .) 

g Drama 

Her  Father’s 

Daughter  ( . . ) 
g Western 

Ciider  Texas  Skies 
(.  .) 

Tex  Ritter 

MONOGRAM 

Ann  Sothern 

Ian  Hunter 

R — Oct.  6 

[ij]  Drama  107 

Third  Finger,  Left 
Hand  (98) 
Douglas-Loy 

R — Oct.  19 

Comedy  109 

Hullabaloo  (77) 
Frank  Morgan 

Billie  Burke 

R — Nov.  2 

n Drama  108 

Escape  (104) 

Norma  Shearer 

Robert  Taylor 

R — Nov.  9 

n Musical  110 

0Bitters\veet  (92) 

Jeanette  MacDonald 

Nelson  Eddy 

R — Nov.  23 

[l^  Drama 

Gallant  Sons  (76) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Bonita  Granville 

R — Nov.  16 

g Comedy 

Little  Nellie  Kelly 

(100) 

Judy  Garland 

George  Murphy 

R — Nov.  23 

g Drama 

Dr.  Kildare’s  Crisis 

(.  .) 

Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

fs]  Comedy 

Go  YVest  ( . . ) 

Marx  Bros. 

[l^  Drama 

C’omnule  X (..) 

Clark  Gable 

iledy  Lamarr 

|2^  Comedy 

Keeping  Company 

( . .) 

Ann  Rutherford 

John  Shelton 

g Drama 

Flight  Command 

( . . ) 

Robert  Taylor 

Walter  Pidgeon 

M-G-M 

(58)  R — Nov.  16 

Bill  Elliott 

Com.  Dr'ma  301h 

So  You  Won’t  Talk 

(69)  R — Oct.  5 

Joe  E.  Brown 

[x^  Drama  2030 

N obody  *s  C hil  dr  en 

(65) 

Edith  Fellows 

Billy  Lee 

^ Drama 

Girls  Under  21  (63) 

R — Nov.  30 

[2i|  Western  2202 
West  of  Abilene  (57) 

R — Aug.  3 

Comedy 

Blondie  Plays  Cupid 

(68) 

Penny  Singleton 
Arthur  Lake 

R — Nov.  2 

[14]  Western 

Beyond  the  Sacra- 

mento (58) 

Bill  Elliott 
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g Mystery 

Ellery  Queen,  Mas- 

ter Detective  (69) 
Ralph  Bellamy 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — Nov.  30 

fsl  Western 

Tlmndering  Fron- 

tier (57) 

Charles  Starrett 

R — Sept.  21 

[T|  Drama 

Great  Plane  Rob- 

her.v  (53) 

Jack  Holt 

[i^  Mystery 

Phantom  Submarine 

(.  .) 

Anita  Louise 

g Comedy 

'rhis  Thing  Called 

Love  ( . . ) 
g Outdoor  Dr. 

•Yrizona  (128) 

R — Nov.  23 
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DEC. 

7 

DEC. 

14 

DEC. 

21 

DEC. 

28 

JAN. 

4 

Features  sehediiled  for  release  beyond  dates  In  the  Bo<d{lnjf  Chart 
are  listed  herein.  I{iinning'  time,  ns  furnished  b.v  home  office  ol 
distributor,  follou's  title.  As  local  conditions  such  as  censorship 
sub.ieet  this  to  cbanere,  eheckiip  nilh  excbnnce  is  recommended. 


Prod.  No.  Title 


Stars 


Released  Reviewed 


Un  the  Ai&kina 


COLUMBIA 


COLUMBIA 


Across  the  Sierra  (..) 

Bad  Man  From  Bisl>ee  (,.) 
Blondie  Goes  I^tin 
. Great  Swindle,  The 


Bill  Elliott,  1..iiana  Walters.  . 

Bill  Elliott  

Penny  Singleton 

Jack  Holt,  Marjorie  Reynolds 


Feb.  13,  Ml 
Apr.  24 


Edge  of  Running:  Water,  The — Boris  Karloff, 
Amanda  Duff,  Richard  Fiske,  Anne  Revere. 
Director:  Edward  Dmytryk.  Producer:  Wallace 
MacDonald.  (Starting:) 

( Mystery-melodrama). 


• North  From  the  Tone  vStar  ( 
Outlaws  of  the  Panhandle  (. 

. Penny  Serenade  (..).,.... 

I^into  Kid.  The  (..) 

. Wildcat  of  Tucson  (..).... 
■ Wild  Bill  Hits  the  Trail  (. 


.)Bill  Elliott  

) . (’harles  Starrett,  Frances  Robinson. 

..Irene  Dunne,  ('ary  Grant 

..(’harles  Marretl  

.Bill  Elliott  

).Bill  Elliott  


Mar.  27 
Feb  . 27 


Jan.  9.  Ml 


May  23 


Face  Behind  the  Mask,  The — Peter  Lorre,  Evelyn 
Keyes.  George  Stone,  Don  Beddoe.  Director: 
Robert  Florey.  Producer:  Wallace  MacDonald. 

(Completed) 

Legacy — Warner  Baxter,  Ingrid  Bergman,  Fay 
Wray,  Susan  Hayward.  Director:  Gregory  Rat- 
off.  Producer:  Robert  Sherwood.  Original: 

Charles  Bonner. 


M-G-M 

Philadelphia  Story  (..)  Katharine  Hepburn,  ('ary  Grant 

MONOGRAM 

You’re  Out  of  Luck  (..) Frankie  Darro  Jan.  5,  Ml 

PARAMOUNT 

AUlrich  Fnmily  in  I.ife  With 

Henry  (81)  .hicbie  ('coper,  lleddn  Ho|>|>er Jan.  24 

Date  With  Destiny,  A (91)...  Basil  Ratlibone,  Ellen  Drew.. 

Doomed  Caravan  (..) William  Bo.vd,  Russell  Hayden Jan.  10 

I Wanted  Wings  (..) Ray  Milland,  William  Holden 

In  Old  Colorado  (..) William  Hoyd  

©Southerner,  The  (..) Madeleine  Carroll,  Fred  MacMiirray . . . . 

1270.  .A  ictory  (.  .)  Fredric  March,  Betty  Field Jan.  17 

You’re  the  One  (..) Bonnie  Baker,  Orrin  Tucker... 


PRODUCERS  RELEASING  CORP. 

108.  .Glamour  Girls  Never  Say 

No  (.  .)  . . Jan.  17 


REPUBLIC 

Robin  Hood  of  the  Pecos  ( . . ) . Roy  Rogers,  (ieorge  “(iabby”  Hayes 

, . . Wyoming  Wildcat  (..)......  Dou  “Red”  Barry,  Julie  Duncan.  . 

RKO  RADIO 

112  .Kitty  Foyle  Ginger  Rogers  

Play  Girl  (..) Kay  Francis,  .lames  Ellison 

Saint  in  Palm  Springs  (..)...  ticorge  Sanders,  Wendy  Barrie 


20TH-FOX 

112.  .Bride  Wore  Crutches  (55)  ....  Lynne  Roberts,  Ted  North ........... 

Golden  Hoofs  (..) Jane  AVitbers,  ('harles  (Buddy)  Rogers. 

Michael  Shayne,  Private 

Detective  (..)  I.U»>d  Nolan,  Marjorie  Weaver.. 

.....Ride,  Kelly,  Ride  (..).. Eugene  Pallctte,  Rita  Quigley 


UNITED  ARTISTS 

Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop  (..)..  Martha  Scott,  AVilliani  Gargan .... 
^Great  Dictator,  The  (129) ..  Charles  Chaplin,  Paulette  Goddard 

Itoad  Sliow  (..) Adolphe  Menjoii,  Carole  I.andis.... 

So  Ends  Our  Night  ( . . ) Eredric  March,  Margaret  Siillavan 


UNIVERSAL 

Back  Street  (..) Mitrgaret  Sullavan,  Charles  Boyer Jan.  21 

Boss  of  Bullion  City  (.  ) Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Fu/./.y  Knight.  ..  . Jan.  19 

. . Dark  Streets  of  Cairo  (59)  . . . .'^igrid  (iuric  

...San  Francisco  Docks  (..)....  Burgess  Mcreilith,  Irene  Hervey Jan.  10 

. . .Six  Lessons  From  Madame 

l.aZonga  ( . . ) Jan.  1 7 


WARNER  BROS. 

High  Sierra  (..) .Humphrey  Bogart,  Ida  Lupino... 

Honeymoon  for  Three  (..)....  George  Brent,  Ann  Sheridan.... 

Meet  John  Doe  (..) (iary  Cooper,  Barbara  Stanwyck 

Wagons  Roll  at  Night  (..)...  Humphrey  Bogart,  S.'\Ivia  Sidney 


METRO 

Wild  Man  of  Borneo — Frank  Morgan,  Billie  Burke, 
Dan  Dailey  jr..  Donald  Meek.  Walter  Catlett. 
Director:  Robert  Sinclair.  Producer:  Joseph 

Mankiewicz.  Original:  Marc  Connelly,  Herman 
Mankiewicz.  (Completed) 


PARAMOUNT 

Border  Mgilantes — William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden, 
Andy  Clyde,  Victor  Jory.  Director:  Derwin  Ab- 
rahams. Producer:  Harry  Sherman.  (Starting) 
(Western — 34th  in  the  “Hopalong  Cassidy” 
series). 

Shepherd  of  the  Hills — John  Wayne.  Betty  Field, 
Harry  Carey,  Billy  Gilbert,  Ward  Bond.  Direc- 
tor: Henry  Hathaway.  Producer:  Jack  Moss. 
Original:  Harold  Bell  Wright.  Screenplay:  Stu- 
art Anthony.  (Completed) 


PRODUCERS  RELEASING  CORP. 

Billy  the  Kid’s  Gun  Justice — Bob  Steele,  Louise 
Currie,  AI  St.  John.  Rex  Lease.  Director:  Peter 
Stewart.  Producer:  Sig  Neufeld.  Original  Screen- 
play: William  Lively.  ((’ompleted) 


REPUBLIC 

Wyjuning  Wildcat — Don  Barry,  Julie  Duncan.  Pro- 
ducer-Director: George  Sherman.  (Completed) 

RKO  RADIO 

Prodig>  - -Jean  Hersholt,  Dorothy  Lovett.  Walter 
Woolf  King.  Fay  Wray.  Robert  Standish.  Direc- 
tor: Erie  C.  Kenton.  Producer:  William  Stephens. 
(.')riginal  Screenjilay:  Lee  Loeb.  (Starting) 

(Latest  in  the  film  adventures  of  Dr.  Christian, 
portrayed  again  by  Jean  Hersholt). 

'I’hey  Met  in  Argentina — Maureen  O’Hara.  Alberto 
Vila,  James  Ellison.  Buddy  Ebsen,  Betty  Jane 
Rhodes.  Director:  Leslie  Goodwins.  Producer: 
I..OU  Brock. 

(Musical  comedy  with  a Latin- American  back- 
ground ) . 

A Girl,  a Guy  and  a (Job — George  Murphy,  Lucille 
Ball.  Edmund  O’Brien,  Richard  Lane.  Director: 
Richard  Wallace.  Producer:  Harold  Lloyd.  Origi- 
nal: Grover  Jones.  Screenplay:  Bert  Granet, 
Frank  Ryan.  ((’ompleted) 


20TH  CENTURY-FOX 

Sleepers  West — Lloyd  Nolan.  Lynn  Bari.  Mary  Beth 
Hughes.  Ed  Brophy,  Ben  Carter.  Director:  Eu- 
gene Forde.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  (Starling) 
(I>etective  drama  with  most  of  the  action  trans- 
piring aboard  a transcontinental  train). 


UNITED  ARTISTS 

Cheers  for  Miss  Bishoi) — Martha  Scott.  William 
Gargan.  Sterling  Holloway,  Marsha  Hunt,  John 
Arledge.  Director:  Tay  Garnett.  Producer:  Rich- 
ard A.  Rowland.  Original:  Bess  Streeter  Aid- 
rich.  (Completed) 


UNIVERSAL 

Trail  of  the  Vigilantes — Franchot  Tone,  Warren 
William.  Broderick  Crawford.  Mischa  Auer,  Andy 
Devine.  Peggy  Moran.  Director:  Allan  Dwan. 

(Completed) 


WARNER-FN 

The  B’agons  Roll  at  Night — Humphrey  Bogart. 
Eddie  Albert.  Sylvia  Sidney,  Joan  Leslie,  Sig 
Rumann.  Director:  Ray  Enright.  Producer:  Har- 
lan Thompson.  (Completed) 
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AN  INTERPRETATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  OPINIONS  DEDUCED  FROM 
THE  LANGUAGE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  PAPER  REVIEWS. 


wiaw 


The  plus  and  minus  sifirns  indicate  the  decree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Where  our  compiler  is  unable  to  form 
any  opinion  from  the  review  the  sicrn  “o”  is  used.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review.  This  department  serves  also  as  an 
Alphabetical  Index  to  feature  releases.  Ustines  cover  reviews  appearing  by  the  Saturday  precedinc  date  of  this  issue. 
It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  from  week  to  week.  The  meaninc  of  the  various  siciis  and  t'leir  combinations  is  as  follows: 


++  Very  Good;  + Good;  — Fair;  -i-  Mediocre;  — Poor;  — Very  Poor 

In  the  summary  f]-  Is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


Title  Distr. 


A 

All  This,  and  Heaven  Too  (FN) 
Andy  Hardy  Meets 

Debutante  (M-G-M)  

Ancels  Over  Broadway  (Col)  . . 
Aimc  of  Windy  Poplars  (KKO) 

Ape,  The  (Mono) 

Argrentine  Niffhts  (Univ) 

Arise  My  I.ove  (Para) 

Arizona  (Col)  

Arizona  Frontier  (Kep) 

B 

Barnyard  Follies  (Kep) 

Before  I Hang;  (Col) 

Bittersweet  (M-G-M)  

Black  Diamonds  (Cnlv) 

Billy  the  Kid  in  Texas  (PKC)  , 

Blackout  (UA)  

Blomlie  Has  Servant  Trouble 

(Col)  

Blondie  Plays  Cupid  (Col) 

Boom  Town  (M-G-M) 

Boys  From  Syracuse  (Univ)... 

Boys  of  the  City  (Mono) 

Bride  Wore  Crutches  (20th-Fox) 
Brigham  Young — Frontiers- 
man (20th-Fox)  

c 

Calling  All  Husbands  (W’B) . . . 

Captain  Caution  (CA)  

Carolina  Moon  (Kep) 

Chamber  of  Horrors  (Mono) . . . 
Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax 

Museum  (80th-Fox)  

Charter  Pilot  (20th-Fox) 

Cherokee  Strip  (Para) 

Christmas  In  July  (Para) 

City  for  Conquest  (>VB) 

Code  of  the  Cactus  (SK) 

Colorado  (Kep)  

Coinin’  Kound  the  Mountain 

(Para)  

Cross  Country  Komance  (KKO) 

D 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (KKO) . . . 
Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para) .... 

Devil’s  Island  (WB) 

Devil’s  Piiieline  (Univ) 

Diamond  Frontier  (Univ) 

Dispatch  From  Keuters  (WB) 
Dr.  Christian  Meets  the 

Women  (KKO)  

Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home 

(M-G-M)  

Doomed  to  Die  (Mono) 

Down  Argentine  Way  (20-F'ox) 
Dreaming  Out  Uoud  (KKO)  . . . 
Drums  of  the  Desert  (Mono)  . . 

Dulcy  (M-G-M)  

Durango  Kid,  The  (Col) 

E 

Karl  of  Puddlestone  (Kep) . . . . 

Fast  of  the  Kiver  (WTJ) 

Ellery  Queen,  Master  Detec- 
tive (Col)  

Escape  (M-G-M)  

Escape  to  Glory  (Col) 

F 

Fantasia  (KKO)  
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Title  Distr. 

Fargo  Kid  (KKO)  

Father  Is  a Prince  (FN) 

Fight  for  Fite,  Tlie  (Col) 

Five  Little  Peppers  In 

Trouble  (Col)  

Flowing  Gold  (W’B)  

Foreign  Corresi>ondcnt  (UA) . . 

Four  Sons  (20th-Fox) 

Friendly  Neighbors  (Kep) 

Frontier  Vengeance  (Univ)  ...  . 

Fugitive,  The  (Univ) 

Fugitive  From  .Iiistice  (WB).. 
Fugitive  From  a Prison  Camp 
(Col)  


G 

Gallant  Sons  (M-G-M) 

Gay  Caballero,  The  (20th-Fox) 
Girl  From  Avenue  A (20th-Fox) 
Girl  From  God’s  t-oiintry  (Kep) 

Girl  From  Havana  (Rep) 

Girls  Under  21  (Col) 

Give  Us  Wingrs  (Univ) 

Glamour  for  Sale  (Col) 

Golden  Fleeeina:,  The  (M-G-M) 

Golden  Gloves  (Para) 

Golden  Trail,  The  (Mono) 

Gold  Kush  Maisie  (M-G-M)... 

Great  Dictator,  The  (UA) 

Great  iMe(iiiily,  The  (Para)  ... 
(ireat  Plane  Kobbery  (Col)  .... 
Great  l^rofile.  The  (20th-Fox) . 
Gun  Code  (PKC)  

H 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M) 

Haunted  House  (Mono) .. 

He  Stayed  for  Breakfast  (Col) 

Hired  Wife  (Univ)  

Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Kep) 

Hold  That  Woman  (PKC) 

Howards  of  Virtjrinia  (Col) .... 
Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)  

I 

I Love  You  Again  (M-G-M) . . . 
I Married  Adventure  (Col) .... 

I W'ant  a Divorce  (Para) 

I’m  Nobody’s  Sweetheart 

Now  (Univ)  

I’m  Still  Alive  (KKO) 

In  Disguise  (20th-Fox) 

E 

Kit  Carson  (CA)  

Knute  Kockne — AH  American 
(WB)  


L 

Laddie  (KKO)  

Lady  in  Question,  The  (Col).. 
Lady  With  Ked  Hair  (WB) . . . 

Ladies  Must  Live  (FN) 

Last  Alarm  (Mono) 

I.4iug)iing  at  Danger  (.Mono)  . . . 
Leather  Pushers,  The  (Univ)  . . 

Letter,  The  (WB) 

Lightning  Strikes  West  (.SK)  . . 

Li’I  Abner  (KKO)  

Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ)  . . . 
Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M)  . . . 
Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a Date  (Col) 
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HVery  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  -i- Mediocre;  — Poor;  —Very  Poor 


In  the  summary  H is  rated  as  2 pluses;  — as  2 minuses. 


Title  Distr. 

Long:  Voyaere  Home  (UA) 

I.urky  Cisco  Kid  (20tli-Fox) . . . 
Lucky  Partnsrs  (KKO) 

M 

Man  I Married  (20th-Fox) 

Man  Who  Talked  Too  Much, 

The  (FN)  

>lanhnllaii  Heurtheat  (20-Fox) 

Margie  (Unix)  

Mark  of  Zorro,  The  (20th-rox) 

MHr>  hlllfl  <20tli-Fox)  

Meet  the  Missus  (Kep) 

Meet  the  Wildcat  (Cniv) 

Melody  and  MtM>nIight  (Kep) . . 

Melody  Ranch  (Kep) 

Men  Against  the  Sky  (KKO).. 
Me3dcan  Spitfire  Out  West 

(KKO)  

.tlllilary  A<-adeni>  (Col) 

Millionaires  in  Prison  (KKO). 

Missing  Peoi)le  (Mono) 

■Money  and  the  Woman  (WB) 

Moon  Over  Burma  (Para) 

Mortal  Sloriii,  The  (M-O-.M)  . 
Mummy's  Hand,  The  (Cniv) . . 
Murtler  In  the  Night  (SK) . . . . 
My  Love  Came  Back  (FN) . . . . 
Mystery  Sea  Raider  (Para).... 

N 

New  Moon  (M-O-M) 

Night  at  Earl  Carroll’s  (Para) 

Night  Train  (20th-Fox) 

Noljodj’s  Children  (Col) 

No  Time  for  Comedy  (FN) . . . . 
North  West  Mounted  Police 
(Para)  _ 


o 

Oklahoma  Renegades  (Kep) . . . 
OP  Sw  immin’  Hole  (Mono) .... 

On  the  Spot  (Mono).... 

One  Crowded  Night  (KKO) . . . 

One  .Man’s  Law  (Kep) 

One  Million  B.  C.  (CA) 

One  Night  in  the  Tropics 

(Cniv)  

Orphans  of  the  North  (Mono)  . 
Out  West  With  the  Pepper* 
(Col)  


P 

Passport  to  Alcatraz  (l-ol) 

Pastor  Hall  (PA) 

Phantom  of  Chinatown  (Mono) 
Phantom  Wasrori.  The  (Col).... 

Pier  13  (20th-Fox) 

Prairie  Law  (KKU) 

Prairie  Schooners  (Col) 

Pride  and  Prejudice  (M-G-M). 

Private  Affairs  (Cniv) 

Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox) . . 

Q 

Quarterback*  The  (Para) 

Queen  of  Destiny  (KKO) 

Queen  of  the  Mob  (Para) 

Queen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono)... 

R 

Ragtime  Cowboy  Joe  (Cniv) . . 
Rainbow  Over  the  Range 

(Mono)  

Ramparts  We  Watch  (KKO).. 

Range  Busters  (Mono) 

Ranger  and  the  Lady  (Kep)... 
Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para) .... 
Remedy  for  Riches  (KKO)... 
Return  of  Frank  James  (20- Fox) 

Return  of  Wild  Bill  (Col) 

Rhythm  on  the  River  (Para) . . 
Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep) . 
River’s  End  (WB) 


c 

o 

H 

g- 

£ 1 

Variety 

a 1 
|« 

2 g 

"a 

a 

E 

8 

It 

|| 

net 

s 

na 

tt 
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+ ++ 
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+ - ± 
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++ 
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± + ± 
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Hh 
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+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
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44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13+ 

± 

4- 

T 

± 

6+  6- 

+ 

H 

44 

44 

44 

44 

15+ 

+ 

44 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

94- 

+ 

3+3 

4- 

+ 

»+  4- 

+ 

+ 

0 

+ 

+ 

6+  3— 

0 

± 

6+  7— 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

± 

+ 

44 

0 

+ 

+ 

»+  2— 

1+  1- 

— 

4- 

± 

3+3 

4- 

6+  6— 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

10+  2— 

44 

44 

4- 

54- 

+ 

44 

4- 

+ 

8+  1- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

7+  2— 

± 

4- 

± 

+ 

+ 

7+  4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

0 

4- 

7+  2- 

± 

2+  2— 

— 

4- 

± 

± 

7+  7— 

± 

4- 

+ 

44 

4- 

8+  1- 

41 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

13+ 

— 

0 

+ 

+ 

6+  3— 

- 

2+  6— 

44 

4- 

44 

4- 

4- 

94- 

+ 

44 

4- 

4- 

»+  2— 

4- 

44 

H 

4- 

4- 

44 

12+ 

— 

4- 

3*3 

0 

3+3 

3+3 

4+  6— 

+ 

4- 

44- 

1— 

+ 

44 

44 

4- 

4- 

11+  1- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

+ 

+ 

0 

3+ 

4- 

4- 

0 

4- 

6+  2— 

— 

+ 

0 

+ 

± 

5+  3— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

+ 

8+  3— 

4- 

+ 

3+3 

5+  3- 

— 

4- 

0 

± 

6+  6— 

4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

8+  2— 
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+ 
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tt  4+  + 


+ + 
+ + 


4- 


44 

44 

+ 


11-1-  1- 
3-4  1- 
44  13+ 

7+ 


Title  Distr. 

4+1 

V 

e 

Harrison’s 

Reports 

Variety 

* +.* 

a Z 
iss 

> f2i 

0 S 

•a 

03  H 

Film  Dally 

M.  P.  Dally 

Hollywood 

Reporter 

Hollywood 

Variety 

Summary 

s 

Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Cniv) . . 

4- 

4- 

4- 

0 

4- 

4- 

6+  1- 

•Safari  (Para)  

It 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f  5— 

Sailor’s  Lad^  (20th-Fox) 

It 

di 

+ 

+ 

7H-  7— 

Sandy  Is  a Indy  (Cniv) 

4- 

T 

iji 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

hh  3- 

Svatterhrain  (Kc(>)  

4- 

4- 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  1- 

Sea  Hawk*  The  (WB) 

44 

+ 

44 

41 

H 

44 

+ 

13+  1— 

Secret  Seven  (Col)  

± 

+ 

4- 

— 

— 

6+  6— 

Seven  Sinners  (Univ) 

it 

4- 

+ 

44 

4- 

4- 

4- 

»+  2— 

Slug:,  Dance*  Plenty  Hot  (Kep) 

It 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  3- 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M) 

it 

it 

_ 

4- 

=P 

0 

= 

= 

4+  8- 

Slightly  Tempted  (Univ) 

=t 

4- 

4- 

4- 

± 

8+  6— 

So  You  Won’t  Talk  (Col) 

__ 

it 

± 

4- 

6+  7- 

Son  of  Roaring  Dan  (Cniv).... 

4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44- 

Soutli  of  Pago  Pago  (UA) 

4- 

4- 

+ 

tt 

0 

4- 

7+  1- 

South  to  Karanga  (Univ) 

4- 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

± 

7+  4- 

Spies  in  the  Air  (SK)i 

— 

± 

1+  2- 

Spurting:  Blood  (M-G-M) 

0 

+ 

4- 

7+  6- 

Spring  Parade  (Cniv) 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

State  to  Chino  (KKO) 

4- 

44 

4- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8+ 

Stageeoaeh  War  (Para) 

Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor 

4- 

4- 

4- 

+ 

4- 

6+  1- 

(KKU)  

4- 

± 

4- 

±1 

4- 

4- 

8+  4- 

Street  of  Memories  (20th-Fox) . 

— 

qz 

+ 

0 

Ijl 

5+  5— 

strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M) 

44 

44 

4) 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14 

16+ 

T 

Take  Me  Baek  to  Okla.  (Mono) 
Texivs  Ritngers  Ride  Again 

4- 

+ 

34- 

(Para)  

+ 

+ 

4- 

— 

5+  3— 

Texas  Terrors  (Kep) 

— 

4- 

4- 

4- 

3+  1- 

That  Gant  of  Mine  (Mono)  .... 

± 

it 

4- 

4- 

4- 

— 

6+  4— 

They  Drive  by  NItht  (FN)..,.. 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

14+ 

They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(KKO)  

44 

44 

-+- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

# 

44 

14 

41 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

14+  1— 
16+ 

Thief  of  Bagdad  (UA) 

44 

Third  Fintcr,  I..eft  Hand 

(M-G-M)  

44 

4- 

4- 

44 

44 

14 

44 

44 

14+ 

Three  Faces  West  (Kep) 

4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

2— 

Three  Men  From  Texas  (Para) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

+ 

4- 

6+ 

rhiindcrint  Frontier  (('ol)  .... 

— 

— 

3+  5- 

Till  Pan  Alley  (20th-rox) 

44 

44 

44 

64- 

Too  Many  Girls  (KKO) 

4- 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13+  1— 

r.  Brown’s  School  Days  (KKO) 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

14 

H 

H 

11  + 

Torpedo  Kaider  (+Mono) 

T 

+ 

24  1- 

Trail  Blazers  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

0 

4+ 

Trailin’  Double  Trouble  (Mono) 

T 

+ 

-+- 

-f 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

0 

+ 

4- 

5+  2— 
6+  1- 

Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again 

(W^B)  

4- 

-1- 

4- 

4- 

— 

4- 

4- 

4- 

+ 

4- 

■jr 

8+  3— 
7-f  3- 

Tulsa  Kid,  The  (Rep) 

4- 

u 

Under  Texas  Skies  (Kep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6+  1- 

Untamed  (Para)  

— 

+ 

+ 

0 

6+  6- 

Up  in  the  Air  (Mono) 

4- 

± 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6+  1- 

V 

Villain  Still  Pursued  Her, 

The  (KKO)  

- 

- 

0 

5+  7- 

W 

Wagon  Train  (RKO)  

4- 

4- 

dr 

0 

4- 

4- 

6+  1- 

Wagons  Westward  (Kep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

— 

7+  3— 

Way  of  All  Flesh  (Para) 

— 

— 

— 

6-f-  8— 

We  Who  Are  Young  (M-G-M). 

dr 

44 

44 

4- 

4- 

10+  4— 

West  of  Abilene  (Col) 

4- 

± 

4- 

4+  2- 

Westerner,  The  (CA) 

:± 

4- 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

12+  1— 

When  the  Daltons  Rode  (Cniv) 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

Who  Is  Guilty?  (Mono) 

Who  KUIed  Aunt  Maggie? 

— 

d: 

4+  6— 

4- 

4- 

-h 

4- 

4- 

4- 

+ 

8+  1- 

Wildcat  Bus  (RKO)  

4+  8- 

World  In  Flames  (Para) 

4- 

44 

4- 

44 

4- 

4- 

8+ 

4- 

4- 

-e 

4- 

dr 

4- 

41 

+ 

d: 

4- 

4- 

»+  1- 

6+  4— 

Y 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Foi) 

± 

Young  Bill  Hickok  (Rep) 

Hh 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6+  2- 

You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO) 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

14 

44 

44 

16+ 

Young  People  (20th-Fox) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

44 

4- 

4- 

+ 

10+ 

Y'ou’re  Not  So  Tough  (Univ).... 
Youth  Will  Be  Served 

— 

4- 

0 

4- 

4- 

6+  4- 

(20th-Fox)  

-h 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6+  4— 

Yukon  Flight  (Mono) 

+ 

4- 

3+  1- 

88 


BOXOFFICE  November  30,  1940 


Numeral  Is  pruduetioii  niiiiiber.  Kiiiiiiiiig:  time  title.  date  is  national 

release,  second  the  date  of  review  in  UOXOFFICIO;  both  lUiO  unless  otherwise 
s|>ecified.  The  symbol  between  the  <iates  is  rating:  from  the  BOXOFFICE  review: 
ff  Very  g:ood,  -}-  Good,  it  Fair,  ip  Mediocre,  — Poor,  = Very  Poor.  tUl  Indicates  short 
of  the  week.  0 Indicates  Technicolor. 


Shott6  ^hatt 


I’l  U(l. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Kut- 
Date  ing:  Uev’el 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Kat- 
Date  ing  Key’d 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Kat- 
Date  ing  Kei’d 


Columbia 

AKL,-STAK  COMEDIES 

A Bundle  of  Bliss  (18)...  11-  1 

Blondes  and  Blunders  (10)  .11-29  .... 

1435.  .Boobs  in  tile  Woods  (17)..  5-31  = 7-22 

Cold  Turkey  (16) 10-18  

1438.  .Fireman  .Save  My  Clioo- 

Choo  (18)  8-9  -f  8-31 

1437..  His  Bridal  Fright  (16)...  7-12  

His  Ex  Marks  the  Spot 

( . . ) 12-13  

2421.  .Plea.sed  to  Mitt  You  (18)..  9-6  .... 

1421..  5.inny  the  Moodier  (16V^)  9-8  .... 

1434..  50.th  of  the  Boudoir  (18).  5-17  ± 6-15 

2422..  5.ook  Speaks,  The  (18)...  9-20  10-19 

1436.  .Taiiiing  of  the  Snood  (16).  6-28 
9437.  .Trouble  Finds  Andy 

Clyde  (18)  7-28  

CINESCOPES 

2972.  .Floating  Elephants  (8)... 10-  4 -f-  10-19 

2971..  Hobby  Cobby  (11) 8-30  -f-  9-21 

2972 ..  Industrial  Green  Island 

(10)  9-20  

Nice  Work  If  You 

Can  Do  It  (9)  11-8  11-23 

1975.  Odd  laeatioiis  (OVa) 6-16  .... 

Unique  Industry  ( . . ) 12-19  .... 

COUOK  KHAPSODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

A Helping  Paw  (7) 1-7  .... 

1510.. 1.:gg  Hunt,  The  (7*4) 5-31  5:  6-15 

2502..  ©Mr.  Elephant  Goes  to 

Town  (7*4)  10-4  

2501.  .Tangled  Television  (7%)..  8-30  -f  10-19 

1512..  Timid  Pup,  The  (8) 8-1  ± 8-31 

Wise  Owl  (7) 12-  6 .... 

1511..  Ye  Okie  Swap  Shop|>e  (IVa)  6-28  .... 

COl.UMBIA  TOCKS 
Beautiful  British  Colum- 
bia ( . . ) 12-20  

2561 ..  Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 

la  Varre  Productions) 

(10)  8-16 

15.58.  . In  the  Uand  of  Pagodas 

(9)  6-14  

Islands  of  the  West 

Indies  (10)  10-25  ^ 11-23 

2553.  .Old  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (9)  9-27  

1557  . Pleasure  bound  in  Canada 

(9)  5-17  

2.562  . Savoy  In  the  Al|)s  (La 

Varre  Productions)  (10).  9-13  10-23 

Sojourn  in  Havana 

(La Varre  Prod.)  (9)....  11-25 
< O.M.VltlNn'Y  SING 
16.56.  - No.  6 (Medley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28 

No.  1.  . (Jolly  Tune.s — D. 

Baker  (10)  10-  2 .... 

No.  2 ..  (Popular  Songs — D. 

Baker  ( . . ) 11-8  -f-  11-23 

No.  3 ..  (Melodies  That  Lin- 
ger— 1).  Baker)  (10) 12-13 

FADI.ES  CAKTOONS 

1754.  . Itarnyard  Babies  (7*4)....  6-14 

2751.  .Farmer  Tom  Thumb  (6)..  9-27  -|-  10-19 

Mouse  Meets  Lion  (6) 10-25 

Paunch  ’n’  Judy  (..) 12-13 

1755.  .Pooch  Parade  (6) 7-19 

PHANTASIES  CAKTOONS 

1705..  Fish  Follies  (6) 5-10 

Happy  Holidays  (6) 10-25 

1706..  Neus  Oddities  (6) 7-19 

17.56..  Peep  in  the  Deep,  A (6*4)  8-23  -t-  8-31 

1707.  .Scliool  Boy  Dreams  (5)...  9-24  -f-  10-19 

Tom  Thumb’s  Brother 

(..)  1-17 

Wallflower,  The  ( . . ) 11-29 

(JUIZ  KEELS 

Take  It  or  Leave  It  (..)..  11-22 

SCKEEN  SNAPSHOTS 

1857..  No.  7 (10) 6-  3 

Wardrobe  Designers. 

1858..  No.  8 (10) «-  7 

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

1859..  No.  9 (10) 7-1* 

Ken  Murray. 

1860..  No.  10  (9) i-10  ± 8-31 

Jack  Oakle, 

No.  1 (10) 9-6 

No.  2 ( 9) 10-18  o 11-23 

Smiley  Burnette. 

SPECIAL  (HAPPY-HOUK) 

Puss  in  Boots  (reissue) 

(40)  11-21  

SPOKT  KEEI,S 

. Ali  the  Giant  Killer  (..)..  12-27  .... 

(anvas  I’apers  (11)....  7-i» 

.Hunting  Wild  Deer  (9)...  11-22  

Master  of  Cue  With  Willie 

Hoppe  (9)  9-20  -)-  10-19 

..Saving  Strokes  With  Sain 

Snead  (10)  6-28  .... 

SiKtrt  of  Kings  (10) 5-24  ± 7-6 

THKEE  S'l’OOGES  COMEDIES 
.From  Nurse  to  Worse  (16)  8-23  -|-  8-31 

How  High  Is  Up  (16)  7-16  = 8-3 

No  Census,  No  Feeling  (16)  10-  4 .... 


IH09 
2801  . 
1808. 
1807. 


2401. 

1408. 


1407  . Nutty  But  Nice  (18).  6-14 

20TH  ANNIVEKSARY  SNAPSHOTS 

2851.  .No.  1 (10)  9-6 

2852.  .No.  2 (10)  10-13 

No.  3..(..)  11-22 

No.  4..(..)  12-27 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
Series  2 

1904..  No.  4 (Social  Security) 

(10)  

1905..  No.  5 (The  Archives)  (11). 

1906.  .No.  0 (Our  Nat’l  Defense) 

(10)  

Series  3 

2901. No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10) 10-25 

No.  2..(U.  S.  Militar.v  Acad- 
emy) (Special)  (..)...  .11-28 
No.  3..(U.  S.  Naval  Acad- 
emy) (Special)  (..) 12-20 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


5-10 
7-  4 


8-30 


6-15 
8-  3 


CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

P-  5.  .Buyers  Beware  (20) 

8-17 

++ 

»-  7 

P-201.. ^Eyes  of  the  Navy  (20). 

10-26 

++ 

10-26 

P-  6.. Soak  the  Old  (20) 

8-24 

it 

9-28 

P-815.. Think  First  (21) 

9-  9 

P-  4.  .Women  in  Hiding:  {%%).... 

6-22 

7-  6 

FITZPATRICK  TKAVELTALKS 

<In  Technicolor) 

Beautiful  Bali  (9) 

11-23 

T-211.  .Capitol  City,  The — Wash- 

ington,  D.  C.  (9) 

9-  7 

ff- 

9-  7 

T-212.  .Cavalcade  of  San  Fran- 

cisco  (9)  

9-28 

9-28 

T-  61.. Modern  New  Orleans  (8). 

5-11 

6-22 

T-213..01d  New  Mexico  (10) 

10-26 

-f 

11-  9 

T-  62.  .Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9) ... 

. 6-  8 

6-  8 

MINIATURES 

10-  9 

M-79.  .Servants  of  Mankind  (9).. 

5-11 

-f- 

6-  8 

M-G-M  CAKTOONS 

(New  Series) 

(Technicolor) 

W-  90.  .Bookworm  Turns,  The 

(8)  

7-20 

-f 

8-31 

W-  94 ..  Gallopin’  Gals  (8) 

.10-26 

-h 

11-  9 

W-  89..MUky  Way,  The  (8) 

6-22 

+ 

7-  6 

VV-  92.  .Pai>a  Gets  the  Bird  (8)... 

9-  7 

9-28 

VV'-  91.. Romeo  in  Rhythm  (8).... 

8-10 

9-  7 

W-  87.. Swing  Social  (8) 

5-18 

W-  88.. Tom  Turkey  (7) 

6-  8 

M-O-M  NEWS  OF  THE 

DAY 

Released  Twice  Weekly 

OCR  GANG  COMEDIES 

C-138.  .Bubbling  Troubles  (11)... 

5-25 

H- 

7-  6 

C-291..Good  Bad  Boys  (11) 

9-  7 

-f 

9-  7 

0-293.. Goin*  Fishin’  (10) 

10-26 

11-  9 

Kiddie  Kure  (11)  

11-23 

<-137.. New  Pupil,  The  (11) 

4-27 

4-27 

C-292 ..  Waldo’s  Last  Stand  (11).. 

10-  5 

K-126. 


PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 
.American  Spoken  Here 

(Sepia)  11-30 

.Baron  and  the  Rose,  The 
(11)  


K-127. 

K-124. 


S-110. 
S-113. 
S-112. 
S-261 . 

S-108. 

S-109. 


. Way  in  the  VVTldemess, 
A (10)  (Sepia) 


.Please  Answer  (9) 

.Qulcker’n  a Wink  (Sepia) 

(9)  

.Spots  Before  Your  Eyes 

(10)  

.What’s  Your  I.  Q. ? No.  2 

(9)  

SPECIAL 


. 9-  7 

-H- 

9-28 

11-16 

10-12 

11-  9 

. 6-22 
,TIES 

-f- 

7-  6 

6-29 

9-21 

ff 

9-28 

8-24 

ff 

9-  7 

10-12 

, 6-  4 

+ 

6-  8 

6-10 

7-  6 

6-14 

ff 

5-  4 

Paramount 


HO-l 

Hb-2 


C9-4 

C9-5 

C9-6 


ANIMATED  ANTICS 

Dandy  Lion,  The  (7) 9-20 

Mommy  Loves  Puppy  (7).  11-29 
Sneak,  Snoop  & Snitch  (7)  10-26 
C01,OR  CLASSICS 
(In  Technicolor) 

Kick  in  Time,  A (7) 5-17 

Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7)  . . . 7-19 
You  Can’t  Shoe  a Horse- 
fly (7)  8-23 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

K9-7.  .Pacific  Paradise  (10) 6-21 

FASCINATING  JOURNEYS 
(Technicolor) 

^River  Thames — Yester- 
day (10)  11-  8 

GABBY  CARTOONS 
Constable,  The  (7) 11-15 


±10-6 


GO-  1. 
A9-  9. 


AO-  2. 
AO-  1. 


HEADLINER 
Blue  Barron  and  His 

Orchestra  (10)  6-31 

Listen  to  Larry  (10) 10-25  -j- 

(jMoments  of  Charm  of 


1941  (10)  9-13  H 10-  5 

A9-10.  .Pinky  Tonilin  and  Orch. 

(11)  7-19  -I-  8-31 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 
Released  'Twice  Weekly. 
PARAGRAPHICS 

V9-  9.. Dangerous  Dollars  (11)...  6-28  .... 

VO-  1.. Nature’s  Nursery  (10) ...  .10-11  ^ 10-26 

V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

No.  2 (11) 9-  9 ± 8-24 

V9-  8 ..  ©Television  Preview  (10).  5-17  f|-  6-18 

(Lanny  Ross-Ted  Huslng) 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 
B9-10.  .Doing  Impossikible  Stunts 

(7)  8-2  + 8-17 

E9-  9.  .Fightin’  Pals  (8) 7-12  ff  8-17 

K8-ll..lt’8  the  Natural  Thing  to 

Do  (7)  7-28  ± 8-26 

.My  Pop,  My  Pop  (7) 10-18  10-26 


EO-  2 
E»-  8 
E9-  6 
EO-  1 

E9-12 

E9-11 


Nurse  Mates  (7)  6-21  .... 

.Onion  Pacific  (7) 5-24  -f  6-22 

. Popeye  Meets  WUllam 

TeU  (7)  9-20  ff 

.Puttin’  on  the  Act  (7)...  8-30  -f 
. Wimmln’  Hadn’t  Onghta 


(..) 


.11-  1 


10-  5 
8-24 


Drive 

(7)  .... 

8-16 

-f- 

8-24 

POPULAR 

SCIENCE 

(In  Cinecolor) 

J9-6..(10)  .. 

-f 

5-  4 

J9-6..(ll) 

6-28 

J0-1..(11)  .. 

10-  6 

JO-2.. (10)  .. 

11-  1 

GRANTLAND 

RICE  SPORT- 

IJGHTS 

KO-  1.. Diving  Demons  (10) 9-  6 ff  10-  5 

Motorcycle  Stunting  (10)11-8  -f  11-23 

RO-  2 . . Sporting  Everglades,  The 

(10)  10-4  ff  11-9 

K9-13..Slnk  or  Swim  (10) 7-12  

STONE  AGE  CARTOONS 
B9-  5.  .Foul  Ball  I’layer,  The 

(7)  5-24  ± 6-22 

B9-  9.  .Fulla  Bluff  Man,  The  (7).  8-  9 ± 8 24 

B9-  3.. Granite  Hotel  (7) 4-26  ± 6-18 

B9- 11.  .Pedagogical  Institution  (7)  9-13  .... 

B9-10.  .Springtime  In  the  Rock- 

age  (7)  8-30  

B9-  6.. Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 6-14  

B9-  4.. Way  Back  When  a Night 
Club  Was  a Stick  (7).. 

B9-  8 . . H’ay  Back  When  a Kazz- 
berr.v  VV’as  a Fruit  (7). 

B9-12 . . Way  Back  When  Women 
Had  Their  Weigh  ( 7 ) . . 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

L9-5..NO.  6 (10) 5-31  -f 

1,9-6.. No.  6 (11) 8-2  ff 

LO-I..N0.  1 (11) 9-  7 -f 

RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

Big  Hearted  Pluto  (..)...  1-24 

04,105.  .Billposters  (8) 5-17  -f- 

04,107.  . Bone  Trouble  (9) 6-28 

04,103.  . Donald’s  Dog  Laundry  (8)  6-  6 -f 
04,109.  .Donald’s  Vacation  (8)...  8-9  ff 

04.1 14..  Fire  Chief  (..) 11-22 

04.113..  Gone  With  the  Whirlwind 


5-16 


7-26  -f  8-17 


9-27 


6-18 
8-17 
10-  6 


5-25 


5-26 

8-10 


04.106..  Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8)..  6-  7 

04. 112..  Mr.  Mouse  Takes  a Trip 

(8)  11-1  -f  11-23 

Pantry  Pirate  ( . . ) 1-3  .... 

04.110.  .Pluto’s  Dream  House  (8).  8-30  -f  9-21 

04,108.  .Put-Put  Trouble  (7) 7-19  

04,104.  .Tugboat  Mickey  (7) 4-26  ± 

04.111.  .Window  Cleaners  (8) 9-20  ff 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 
03,404.  .Mutiny  in  the  County  (17)  5-  3 

13.401 ..  .Sunk  by  the  Census  (18).  9-6  ± 

03,406.  .’Taint  Legal  (16) 6-24 

04,402.  .Trailer  Tragedy  (17) 10-18  -f 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 
03.704.  .Bested  by  a Beard  (20)...  7-26 


6-25 

10-26 


9-21 

11- ’9 


BOXOFPICE 


November  30,  1940 


1.3,701.. He  Asked  for  It  (18) 

9-27 

9-21 

11-23 

13,702.  .Tattle  Talevision  (19) 

11-29 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

03,110.. No.  10  (19) 

5-10 

-1- 

6-18 

5-18 

The  Philippines. 

-1- 

8-31 

03,111.. No.  11  (18) 

0-  7 

+ 

6-22 

The  U.  S.  Navy. 

-1- 

8-24 

03,112.. No.  12  (17) 

8-  2 

+ 

8-10 

S|>oils  of  Conquest. 

03,113..  y No.  13  (20) 

8-24 

ff 

8-31 

Gateways  to  Panama. 

13,101..  No.  1 (19) 

9-13 

ff 

9-21 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 

13,102.. No.  2 (18) 

10-  4 

+ 

10-19 

ff 

11-23 

Britain’s  R.  A.  F. 

13,103.. No.  3 (19) 

10-25 

10-26 

-1- 

11-23 

Mexico,  Good  Neighbor’s 

+ 

10-26 

Dilemma. 

PATHE  INFORMATION  PLEASE 

04, 210..  No.  10  (11) 

6-17 

ff 

6-22 

6-22 

04,211..  No.  11  (10) 

6-14 

■+■ 

6-15 

+ 

10-26 

04,212..  yNo.  12  (12) 

7-12 

ff 

7-13 

04,213.. No.  13  (11) 

8-  9 

+ 

S-10 

89 

(r 


l*rod. 

No. 


Title 


liel.  Kat> 

Date  ills:  Key'd 


WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


ri  KSDAV,  NOVK^IKKK  19 

Movietone  News,  No.  til 

Kngland:  House  bombed  in  London;  planes  and 
ships  rushed  for  defense:  open  new  New  York 
tunnel:  first  draftee  in  Boston;  old  cars  used  to 
drill  oil;  unveil  Will  Rogers  memorial  in  Texas; 
Japanese  bomb  Burma  Road;  Siam  demonstrates 
against  France:  planes  delivered  here;  football. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  219 
Storms  in  Michigan  and  Oregon;  Burma  Road 
bom])ed;  first  draftee  in  Boston;  ship  launched  on 
'•oast;  army  planes  in  California;  football. 

Paramount  News,  No.  24 
Parade  in  Toronto;  Holland  Society  honors 
Henry  Ford;  tourists  in  Florida;  Lewis  in  CIO 
convention  speech;  first  draftee  in  Boston;  foot- 
ball. 

KKO  rathe  News,  No.  24 
Bombing  of  Burma  Road;  Americans  leave 
China;  air  crash  in  Brazil;  visitors  at  Camp  Dix; 
open  new  NBC  studio  in  San  Francisco;  quints 
see  Christmas  presents;  football. 

Vniversal  Newsreel,  No.  929 

First  draftee  in  Boston;  Vultee  strike  on  coast: 
storm  in  Michigan;  Buffalo  men  play  Santa 
Claus:  open  tunnel  in  New  York;  launch  freighter 
on  coast;  fashions;  football. 


TIIIKSDAV,  NOVKMBFK  21 

Mo\ietone  News,  N<>.  22 

Survivors  of  t()ri)e<loed  ship  reach  Canadian 
l»oit;  war  in  Egypt;  Canadian  pilots  practice  bomb- 
ing; Virginia  girls  harvest  apples;  racing  in  Aus- 
tralia; hockey  season  opens  at  Garden;  Olympic 
divers  at  Palm  Springs;  Charles  Boyer,  Merle 
Oberon  urge  aliens  to  register. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  220 
Sunken  ship  survivors  reach  Canada;  draftees 
go  to  camp;  Boyer  and  Oberon  urge  aliens  to 
legister;  new  hat  styles  by  Lily  Dache;  disputed 
football  game;  diving  at  Palm  Springs. 

Paramount  News,  No.  25 
“Jervis  Bay”  survivors  make  port;  progress  in 
tlefense  manufactures;  Willkie  in  Florida;  dis- 
puted football  game;  film  players  on  alien  regis- 
tration. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  25 
Films  of  disputed  football  game;  CIO  and  AFL 
in  'onvention;  Willkie  in  Florida;  film  players 
urge  aliens  to  register;  solar  eclipse  viewed  in 
Africa:  pro  football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  N().  930 
.Survivors  of  torpedoed  ship  arrive  at  Canadian 
port;  dome  of  Capitol  threatens  Congress;  draftees 
arrive  at  camp;  new  bombers  hop  for  Britain;  film 
players  urge  aliens  to  register;  diving  at  Palm 
.Springs;  cross--country  footrace;  pro  football;  dis- 
puted Dartmouth-Cornell  game. 


Prod.  Kel.  Rat- 


No.  Title 

Date 

ing: 

Rev’d 

14,201..  No.  1 (11) 

. 9-16 

9-21 

14,202..  No.  2 (10) 

10-  4 

-1- 

10-26 

14,203.. No.  3 (10) 

.11-  1 

4- 

11-23 

PATHE  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

03,205.  .Goodness,  a Ghost  <16) . . 

. 7-  5 

. 7-28 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

04,312.  .Arrow  Points  (8) 

. 7-  5 

9-21 

04,309.  .Court  Favorites  (8) 

. 5-12 

4- 

4-27 

04,3o8 . .^  lycasting:  (9)  

. 5-15 

-f 

4-13 

04,311 ..  C^Hurdle  Hoppers  (9).., 

. 6-  7 

14,302 ..  Kentucky  Royalty  (9)... 

. 9-27 

-1- 

10-26 

14,301.  .Quail  Quest  (9) 

. 8-30 

-1- 

9-21 

04,310.  .Silent  Wings  (9) 

4- 

6-22 

04,611. -Streamlined  (9)  

. 6-21 

.10-25 

-f 

li-23 

04,313.  .Trouble  Shooter  (9) 

. 8-  2 

-1- 

9-21 

PICTURE  PEOPLE 

14,401..  No.  1 (10) 

. 9-13 

9-21 

14,402.. No.  2 (9) 

.10-11 

10-26 

14,403.. No.  3 (10) 

.11-  8 

+ 

11-23 

RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 

(New  Series) 

13,501. Bar  Buckaroos  (16) 

.11-  8 

O 

11-23 

U3,5U4.  .Corralling;  a Schoolmarm 

(20)  

8-10 

REELISMS 

(New  Series) 

04,61 3 . Hats  (9)  

01,610.  .Stray  Lamb  (8) 

. 5-24 

-1- 

6-15 

04,611 . .Streamlined  (9)  

8-10 

04,612  . Week  End  (9) 

. 7-19 

20th  Century -Fox 

ADVENTUKES  OF  A NEWS  CAMERAMAN 
0201 . . Comiuerlnff  the  Colorado 

(11)  8-18  ff  8-19 

1201 . . ^Midget  Motor  Mania 

(10)  11-8  -H-  10-19 

0201.  .Sanetiiar>  of  the  Seals  (9)  6-  7 -f  6-22 

BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOT— RIPLEY 
1601 . .Acquitted  by  the  Sea  (10)  9-27  fj-  10-19 

ED  THOKOERSEN — SPORTS 

0306 ..  Action  on  Ice  (9) 7-19  .... 

1303.  .Bowling  for  Strikes  (10).. 12-20  10-19 

1302..  Lure  of  the  Trout  (..)...  10-11  .... 

1301 . .0Va<‘ation  Time  in  Florida 

(8)  8-10  It  8-17 

FATHER  HUBBARD'S  ALASKAN 
ADVENTURES 

0107 ..  Climbing  the  Spirit's  Home 

(10)  6-10  -f-  3-30 

1101 ..  Eskimo  Trails  (10) 8-2  8-17 

1103..  1.le  of  3Iystery  (10) 10-26  .... 

FASHIONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

0603.  .Fashion  Forecasts  No.  7 

(8)  6-21  

0604.  .Fas-hion  Forecasts  No.  8 

(8)  6-21  

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 
LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE  PUSS 


PARADE 

0404 . .Cheerio  My  Dears  (9)....  7-5  .... 

1401 . .Grunters  and  Groaners  (8).  8-30  8-17 

1402.  .Tale  of  Butch  the  Parrot, 

The  (..)  12-6  

l.OWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 
1102 . .©Florida,  Land  of  Flowers 

(9)  9-13  ± 8-17 

1018..  1sle  of  the  East  (9) 6-24  -|-  6-8 

1104..  01d  Dominion  State  (10).  11-22  .... 

TERRY-TOONS 

1551..  ©Billy  Mouse's  Akwakade 

(7)  8-9  ::p  8-17 


Prod.  Kel.  Rat- 

No.  Title  Date  ing  Rev'd 


0559..  Catnip  Cai>ers  (7) 6-31  ++  6-22 

1.501..  Club  Life  in  the  Stone 

Age  (7)  8-23  

1503.  .Happy  Haunting  Grounds 

(7)  10-18  

1553.  .How  Wet  Was  My  Ocean 

(7)  10-  4 o 10-19 

0517..  Love  in  a Cottage  (7)....  7-28  .... 

1554 ..  Landing  of  the  Pilgrims 

(7)  11-1 

1552..  Lucky  Duck,  The  (7) 9-6  .... 

1504.  .31agic  Pencil,  The  (7)...  11-15  .... 

0514 . .Professor  Offkeyski  (7)....  6-14  6-8 

1555..  ©Plane  Goofy  (7) 11-29  

0515.  .Rover’s  Rescue  (7) 6-28  .... 

0516.  Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 7-12  

0513.  .Swiss  Ski  Yodelers  (7)....  5-17  -}-  6-8 

1505..  5.ow  3IaD,  The  (7) 12-13  .... 

1502 ..  Touchdown  Demons  (7)...  9-20  ± 10-19 

1556-  .©Temperamental  Lion,  The 

(7)  12-27  

Universal 

LANTZ  CAKTUNES 
(Teclinicolor) 

5241 . .Crazyhouse  (TVs)  9-23  .... 

5243.  .Knock-Knock  (7)  11-25  .... 

5242.  .^Ilecruiting  Da/.e  (G)...  .10-28  f)-  11-  9 

GOINCi  I’l.ACES  IVITH 
GK.411AM  iMcNAJIEE 

4361..  No.  76  (9) 5-13  -|-  5-11 

4362..  No.  77  (9) 5-27  -f-  6-22 

4363..  No.  78  (9) 6-17  

4364..  No.  79  (9) 7-18  + 8-3 

4365..  No.  80  (GVz) 8-12  

6351..  No.  81  (9) 9-23  — 9-21 

5352..  No.  82  (9) 10-14  

5353..  No.  83  (9) H-H  

53.54..  No.  84  (..) 12-23  

5355..  No.  86  (..) 1-22  

Sl'EClAE  TWO  UEEUSKS 

5110.  .Swing  With  Bing  (19)....  9-  4 ± 8-3 

stuangek  than  fiction 

4381..  No.  76  (9) 5-6  -t-  6-11 

4382..  No.  77  (9) 5-20  6-22 

4383..  No.  78  (9) 6-10  + 6-22 

4384..  No.  79  (9) 7-8  -f  7-27 

4.385..  No.  80  (9) 8-6  -|-  7-27 

6371..  No.  81  (9) 9-16  -f- 

5372.  .No.  82  (9) 10-7  

6373.  .No.  83  (8) 11-4  

5374.  .No.  84  (.  .) 12-  2 

5375.  .No.  85  (. .) 1-1  

TWO  REEL  MUSICALS 

6221..  Class  in  Swing  (17) 9-11  .... 

5223 . . Congamania  (17)  10-16  .... 

Jose  Cansino  Dancers. 

Eddie  Durant  & Orch. 

4231 ..  Hawaiian  Rhythm  (17)....  7-17  -|-  7-27 

Harry  Owens  and  His 
Royal  Hawaiians. 


4233 . . I Dream  of  Jeanie  With  the 

IJght  Brown  Hair  (17)  . 8-28  zp  9-21 
4110  . March  of  Freedom  (21)...  9-6  .... 

4230.  .Naughty  Nineties  (18)....  6-17  +{•  7-6 

4229.  .Swingin’  in  the  Barn  (19).  5-16  -f  6-22 

Texas  Jim  Lewis  and 
His  Band. 

Tickled  Pinky  (..) 12-25  .... 

Pinky  Tomlin,  Martha  Til- 
ton and  the  Pickard  Family. 

Torrid  Tempos  (18) 11-27  .... 

4232.  .Varsity  Vanities  (17(4)...  8-7-1-  8-3 

Six  Hits  and  a Miss, 

Martha  Tilton. 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 
Released  Twice  W'eekly 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 


6202  Ed  Sullivan’s  Hollywood 

(20)  11-16  

6201..  Just  a Cute  Kid  (20) 10-  5 .... 

.■>108.  . Public  Jitterbug  No.  1 (19)  5-4  .... 

1008.  Ride.  Cowboy,  Ride  (20)..  9-9  

5109 ..  (^Spills  for  'Thrills  (19)..  6-15  ff  8-3 

5110.. Vouiig  America  Flies  (20).  8-3  .... 


THE  COLOR  PARADE 


(New  Series) 

-iio  Fainoiis  Movie  Dogs  (10)..  7-27  4-  8-17 

5107.. Gun  Dog’s  Life  (10) 5-11  -f  5-18 

.5408.  . .Mechanix  Illustrated 

No.  4 (10)  6-29  4-  6-15 

5 110.  ..Movie  Dog  Stars  (10)....  8-17  .... 

.5409.  1 alley.  The  (8)  7-20  -1-  7-6 


EI.S.V  .M.WWELL’S  BLUE  RIBBON 
COMEDIES 

6101..  Riding  Into  Society  (19)..  9-7  ± 8-31 

HOLLYWOOD  NOVELTY 

6301.  .Football  Thrills  (10) 9-28  -|-  8-31 

6303.  .Me.xican  Jumping  Beans 

(10)  12-  7 

6302.  .Shark  Hunting  (10) 11-  9 .... 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

6601 ..  Calling  Dr.  Porky  (7) 9-21  .... 

5614 .. Chewin'  Bruin,  The  (7)...  6-8  ± 6-22 

5616.  Patient  I’orky  (7) 8-24  ff  8-24 

5615.  .Pork>’s  Baseball  Broad- 
cast (7)  7-6  4+  7-6 

6604.  .Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7).. 11-30  .... 

561 2 ..  Porky’s  Poor  Fish  (7)....  5-18  .... 

6602 . .Prehi-storic  Porky  (7) 10-12  10-26 

6603..  50.r  Puss  (7) H-  2 .... 

Timid  Toreador  (7) 12-21  .... 

5613.  Yon  Ought  to  Be  in 

Pictures  (7)  5-18  -|-  5-18 

.MELODY  MASTERS 

6503.  .Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (10).. 11-23  .... 

(k>02..Joe  Reichman  & Orch. 

(10)  10-26  

5508  .l.arry  Clinton  & Orch,  (10)  5-25  .... 

6501.. Mattv  Malneck  & Band 

(10)  9-14  H 8-24 

5509 . . O/.rie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10).  6-29  fj-  7-6 

.5510..  Woody  Herman  & Oroh. 

(10)  1-21  

MERRIE  MELODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

6706.  .Besltime  for  Sniffles  (7).  . 11-23  .... 

5326.  .Ceiling  Hero  (7) 7-6  . . . . 

5321..  Circus  Today  (7) 6-22  -)-  7-6 

5323..  Egg  Collector  (7) 7-20  .... 

5319  . Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  5-25  it  5-18 

5325..  Ghost  Wanted  (7) 8-10  .... 

6104  . Good  Niglit  Elmer  (7).... 10-26  ..■• 

6703.  .Holiday  Highlight  (7) 10-12  qi  11  9 

5322..  Little  Blabbennoiise  (7)  . . 7-  6 ff  8-17 

6701..  Malibu  Deach  Party  (7)..  9-14  it  9-7 

Of  Fo.v  and  Hounds  (7)  . 12-  7 .... 

Shop,  Look  and  I.isten 

(7)  12-21 

5318.  .Sniffles  Takes  a Trip  (7).  5-11  .... 

6702.  .Stagefright  (7)  9-28  -f  11-  9 

5320  . Tom  Thumb  in  Trouble 

(7)  6-  8 ± 6-15 

6705.  . Wacky  Wild  Life  (7) 11-  9 

532  1 W ihl  Hare.  A (7) 7-27  

SPORTS  PARADE 


(Color) 

6402..  Dogs  You  Seldom  See  (10). II-  2 -|-  8-31 

6403..  Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

(10)  11-30  

6401.  . Fly  Fishing  (10) 9-21  ip  10-26 

TECHNICOLOR 

5006 ..  Cinderella’s  Feller  (20)...  6-1  -(-  6-15 

6001..  Flag  of  Humanity  (20)...  10-19  -f  10-26 

6002.  .March  on  Marines  (20)  . .12-14  ' ’ ’ 

5007..  Pony  Express  Days  (20)..  7-13  4-  7-6 

5008 . . Servii'e  With  the  Colors 

(20)  8-31  

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 

5706  . All  Girl  Revue  (10) 6-22  

5706  Radio  and  Relatives  (10)..  5-25  .... 


Serials 


COl.UMBIA 


1180 

. . nea<l\v<iod  Dick  7-19 

-t- 

7-27 

1120 

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, l.oriia  Gray. 

. . Green  Archer,  The 10-25 

11-  9 

973 

15  Chapters.  Victor  Jory, 
REPUBLIC 

..Adventures  of  Red  Ryder.  6-15 

-1- 

6-  8 

081 

Don  “Red”  Barry. 

. .King  of  the  Royal 

Mounted  9-20 

++ 

8-24 

082 

12  Chapters.  Allan  Lane. 
..Mysterious  Doctor  Satan  12-13 

+ 

11-23 

15  Chapters.  Robert  Wilcox. 
UNIVERSAL 
. .Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24 

+ 

11-  9 

1.5  Chapters.  Warren  Hull. 

Sky  Raiders  4-8  .... 

12  Chapters. 

5681  . Junior  G-.Men  9-1  -f  8-3 

12  Chapters.  Dead  End 
Kids,  Little  Tough  Guys. 

5.581  ..Winners  of  the  West 7-  2 qi  5 11 

13  Chapters.  Dick  Fo- 
ran,  Anne  Nagel. 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

FOLLOW  THE  PARADE  FOR  BAR- 
GAINS — Peerless-Preddy  lamps,  sound 
systems,  300  Heywood  spring-cushion 
chairs,  amplifiers,  speakers,  projectors, 
complete  set  stage  drapes.  Lists  furnished. 
WESTERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COM- 
PANY, Omaha,  Neb. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

PRICES  GOING  DOWN— NOT  UP- 
NEW  MERCHANDISE,  TOO.  Four  Chan- 
nel Coin  Changers,  Penny  Chute,  $5.55; 
Cameron’s  Books,  Discontinued  Titles,  79c 
up;  Double  Unit  Electric  Ticket  Ma- 
chines, $99.75;  Britechrome  Metal  Display 
Frames,  30"x40",  $3.60;  Fire  Extinguish- 
ers, $2.95.  Theatres  completely  equipped 
cheap — Trades  taken — Time  Payments. 
S.  O.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


BUY  NOTHING — Until  you’ve  compared 
our  prices.  Guaranteed  savings  of  from 
10%  to  40%.  Write  us.  STAR  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CO.,  440  West  45th  St.,  New 
York  City. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

MUST  RAISE  CASH.  Our  loss  is  your 
gain.  Rebuilt  Strong  Low  Intensity  Lamps, 
$110.00  per  pair.  Rebuilt  Simplex  Pro- 
jectors, single  bearing  movements,  rear 
shutters,  $315.00  pair.  RCA  Soundheads 
with  motors  and  all  attachments,  $110.00 
per  pair.  Free  trial.  WESTERN  FILM 
& SUPPLY,  1018  S.  Wabash,  Chicago. 


CLOSING  OUT  CHEAP— MUST  MAKE 
ROOM — Sound  projectors,  16mm,  35mm, 
$59.50;  Amplifiers,  Soundheads,  $9.95;  Re- 
flector Arcs,  Rectifiers,  $24.50;  Powers  Pro- 
jectors, $39.50;  Simplex  Intermittents, 
$6.95;  Sound  Opticals,  $4.95;  Lenses,  $2.95. 
S.O.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


1,500  USED  SPRING  theatre  seats  for 
sale — 50c  each.  People’s  Theatre,  47th 
and  Ashland,  Chicago,  111. 

FOR  SALE — RCA  sound.  Acme  rectifiers. 

Superior  projectors,  250  chairs, 
atre.  Council  Groves,  Kas. 

Ritz  The- 

1,000  GOOD  VENEER  seats. 
F.  Shafer,  Washington,  Ind. 

Bargain. 

EQUIPMENT  WANTED 

WANTED — Practically  new  RCA  sound 
equipment.  Name  model.  Two  Simplex 
machines,  six  or  seven  hundred  cushion 
bottom,  veneer  back  chairs.  Could  use  ex- 
perienced combination  projection -sound 
man.  P.  O.  Box  457,  Brownwood,  Texas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  imbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

MY  PRESENT  100%  Manager-Opera- 
tor for  five  years  now  at  liberty.  Reason: 
My  son  entering  partnership  with  me.  If 
interested,  here’s  your  man.  B-1299,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HELP  WANTED 

WANTED — Experienced  assistant  man- 
ager to  specialize  in  exploiting  and  art 
work.  State  experience  and  salary.  B-1302, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


PRINTING 


LETTERHEADS  AND  ENVELOPES— 
500  8V^"xll"  sheets  and  500  6%  envelopes, 
on  good  grade  white  bond  paper,  black  ink. 
Up  to  5 lines  of  type,  $4.95  postpaid.  Send 
copy  and  check  with  order.  Paul  Miller 
Printing  Co.,  4806  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


For  Results 

Advertise  in  the  CLEARING  HOUSE. 
Its  Service  Can’t  Be  Beat. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

NAMES  OF  FIFTY  theatre  buyers,  $2. 
DELPHI  AGENCY,  Delphi,  Indiana. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRE  CONSTRUCTION— REMODELING 


THEATRE  ARCHITECTS.  30  years  ex- 
perience. Associated  in  every  state.  30- 
35%  savings.  R.  Levine  Co.,  1235  So.  Wa- 
bash Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


ARTISTIC  PAINTING  AND  DECORAT- 
ING for  theatres.  Sketches-Estimates  sub- 
mitted; anywhere.  H.  Eisman,  630  9th 
Ave.,  Circle  6-6285,  New  York  City. 


TELL  THEM  YOU  SAW  THEIR  AD 

in 

BoxorncE 


BOOKS 

FREE — The  handy  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues) . Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB.  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 
Whatever  you  want  — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER”  BLANK 

BOXOmCE. 

4804  East  Ninth  St.  4 insertions 

Kansas  City.  Mo.  | ^t  price  of  3 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE.  Here- 
with is  check  □ cash  □ Money  order  □ in  the  amount  of  $ 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSinCATION  WANTED  


Name  and  address  should  be  included  in  the  word  count. 


BOXOFFICE  : : November  30,  1940 


e Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding'  publication  date. 


BECAUSE 
THEY'RE 
LOOKING  FOR 
ESCAPE 
ENTERTAIN- 
MENT! 
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A YEAR  HAS  ONLY  52  WEEKS 


WE  HAVE  been  digging  into  the  files.  We  wanted 
to  find  out  how  much  this  page  has  had  to  say, 
and  how  often,  about  the  decree.  It  turns  out  to  be  a 
good  deal. 

This  steam-letting  has  touched  several  high  tempera- 
tures. It  has  reflected  indignation  over  the  blocks  of 
five  plan  when  it  became  apparent  theatremen,  almost 
solidly  down  the  line,  wanted  none  of  a scheme  re- 
fashioning their  future  but  in  the  making  of  which  they 
had  been  ignored. 

It  has  urged  exhibitors  to  ask  their  congressmen  to 
seek  an  explanation  from  the  department  of  justice  why 
a decree,  not  acceptable  to  the  independent  theatreman, 
was  formulated  when  Thurman  Arnold  twice  informed 
Allied  that  independent  theatreman  approval  was  a pre- 
requisite. 

It  has  sought  to  describe  the  consent  to  the  tune  of 
'T'm  Nobody's  Baby"  and  it  has  endeavored  to  explain 
at  large  that  no  one,  and  certainly  not  the  "Big  Five" 
who  signed,  wanted  it. 

But  this  page,  too,  finally  has  recognized  that,  with  the 
smoke  of  the  initial  battle  clearing  away  and  the  docu- 
ment finally  approved,  it  merely  makes  sense  to  prepare 
for  the  new  order  by  trying  to  figure  out  what  it  might 
mean  and  how  best  to  meet  it. 

The  situation  perhaps  is  best  likened  to  an  unwelcome 
stranger  in  the  household.  The  stranger  is  being  sub- 
mitted to  dubious  glances,  wary  eyes,  distrustful  looks 
and  a sullen  hostility  which  can  break  out  into  some- 
thing more  flaming  and,  therefore,  genuinely  serious. 

We  question  the  advisability  of  a passive  resistance, 
but  we  warn  against  an  open  resistance.  It  will  do 
no  good.  It  can  accomplish  no  purpose  now.  Blood- 
letting in  the  form  of  tirades  and  scathingly  denuncia- 
tory statements  are  all  right  and  they  make  very  good 
additions  to  the  indignation  school.  But  let's  get  it  over. 
Let's  get  it  over  because  it  will  reduce  high  tempera- 
tures, cut  the  fever,  leave  the  patient  weak  and  trem- 
bling, but  sobered  and  prepared  to  recoup  whatever 
ground  he  has  lost,  or  thinks  he  has  lost. 

And  we  believe  something  further.  We  think  it  is  a 
most  serious  reflection  on  the  demonstrated  abilities  of 
this  industry  in  meeting  new  situations  to  suggest,  not 
alone  yell  it  aloud,  that  the  decree  means  ruination. 
Nothing  beyond  theoretical  argument  has  been  brought 
to  light  in  any  effort  to  prove  such  an  assertion.  Noth- 
ing could  possibly  prove  it,  for  the  obvious  answer  can 
only  come  when  the  trial  period  has  had  its  full  chance 
to  demonstrate  whatever  it  will  demonstrate. 

Bearing  on  this  exact  point,  the  stenographic  record 


of  the  mountains  of  words  unfolded  on  interventionists' 
day  before  Judge  Goddard  continues  to  reveal  inter- 
esting angles.  Robert  E.  Sher,  for  the  government,  men- 
tioned one  which  follows  in  his  own  words.  Interesting 
words  and  reasoned  words,  at  that: 

"I  shan't  attempt  to  reply  to  each  of  the  charges 

and  complaints  made  against  the  decree.  Largely, 

they  center  on  this  question  of  trade  showing  and 
blocks  of  five.  The  government  feels  those  provisions 
are  necessary  in  order  to  provide  genuine  competi- 
tion in  this  industry  in  the  sale  of  pictures.  We  feel 

they  are  a vast  improvement  over  the  existing  sys- 
tem. We  may  be  wrong.  Time  may  prove  that  these 
gentlemen  are  right  and  we  are  wrong.  It  is  only 
going  to  be  tried  for  a year,  unless  the  government 
gets  a decree  against  the  three  companies  [Univer- 
sal, United  Artists  and  Columbia]. 

"If  the  government  gets  a decree  against  the  three 
companies  and  it  develops  that  trade  showings  and 
blocks  of  five  are  bringing  about  a condition  of  gen- 
uine hardship  rather  than  an  improvement  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  industry,  why,  of  course,  the  government  will 
agree  to  modify  the  decree  so  as  to  eliminate  these  pro- 
visions. 

"But  these  dire  predictions  as  to  what  will  come  be- 
fore the  new  method  of  selling  has  had  a chance  do  not 
seem  to  be  justified.  This  industry  has  gone  through  all 
kinds  of  changes.  It  certainly  can  stand  this  kind  of 
change.  It  seems  to  me  like  a reasonable  proposal  and 
it  ought  to  be  given  a real  trial,  and  we  feel  that  the 
independent  exhibitors  will  give  it  their  full  cooperation 
and  give  it  a real  trial  to  see  if  the  problems  of  the  in- 
dustry can't  be  solved  and  future  litigation  avoided." 

Pictures  will  continue  to  be  made.  And  pictures  will 
continue  to  be  bought.  The  distributor  with  the  best 
product  will  continue  out  front.  And  the  exhibitor,  of 
course,  will  continue  in  business. 

As  the  situation  currently  stands,  the  sales  plan  is  to 
operate  for  fifty-two  weeks  beginning  next  season.  Will 
this  industry  suffer  irreparable  damage,  or  even  the  col- 
lapse frequently  hinted,  in  as  short  a time  as  one  year? 

Those  who  believe  in  their  industry  and  its  sons,  those 
who  are  aware  of  the  industry's  powers  of  recovery,  its 
resilience  to  the  manhandling  which  has  distinguished 
much  of  its  history  know  the  answer. 


LIFE  UNDER  THE  DECREE  WITHOUT  VIOLATIONS 
VIEWED  AS  GREATEST  TASK  FACING  'BIG  FIVE' 


Six  Months  to  a Year 
Is  Seen  to  Acquaint 
Arbiters  With  Trade 


See  Fewer  Pictures  and  End 
To  Duals  Under  the  Consent 


New  York — The  greatest  problem  fac- 
ing the  “Big  Five”  now  and  in  the  imme- 
diate offing,  according  to  insiders,  is  to 
educate  sales  forces  and  all  other  person- 
nel handling  contracts  how  to  operate  un- 
der, and  live  up  to,  each  and  every  pro- 
vision of  the  consent  decree  without  violat- 
ing any  phase  of  the  court-approved  agree- 
ment. 

Additionally,  the  picture  goes  beyond 
men  and  women  in  the  direct  employ  of 
the  “Big  Five.”  Spokesmen  feel  it  will  take 
from  six  months  to  a year  to  familiarize 
impartial  arbitrators  to  be  set  up  in  local 
panels  with  the  intricacies  of  the  industry, 
particularly  as  they  pertain  to  clearances, 
availabilities  and  zoning. 

Must  Know  New  Selling  Order 

While  some  sales  forces  are  now  polish- 
ing off  the  current  season,  major  com- 
pany executives  are  stressing  the  fact  that 
every  salesman,  booker,  shipper  and  clerk 
in  the  exchange  and  home  office  must  be- 
come immediately  acquainted  with  the 
selling  order  to  prevail  next  season.  In 
some  quarters,  sales  executives  are  being 
sent  into  the  field  to  familiarize  staffs 
with  the  provisions,  holding  individual 
meetings  with  home  office  lawyers  present. 
There  is  no  question  that  the  decree  will 
highlight  all  sales  conventions  for  the  next 
season.  In  fact,  it  is  believed  in  some  di- 
rections, this  topic  will  be  gone  into  more 
thoroughly  than  the  product  itself,  which 
it  is  felt,  will  have  to  be  sold  on  its  merits 
more  than  ever  before. 

Insofar  as  outside  arbitrators  are  con- 
cerned, distributors  hark  back  to  the  NRA 
code  days  when  strangers  to  the  business 
sat  in  with  members  representing  exhibi- 
tion and  distribution.  In  1935,  the  task 
was  a difficult  one,  that  of  teaching  the 
layman  what  the  discussion  was  all  about. 
Now  the  boards  will  have  no  industry  repre- 
sentatives so  that  the  man  who  will  be  the 
deciding  factor  in  handing  out  verdicts  on 
important  cases  will  have  not  an  iota  of 
background  until  he  hears  whatever  facts 
are  presented. 

Appeals  Board  a Problem 

While  the  American  Arbitration  Associa- 
tion intends  to  call  in  all  of  its  clerks  in 
an  effort  to  teach  them  the  various  phases 
of  the  arbitration  rules  and  regulations,  it 
is  pointed  out  these  men  will  have  no  voice 
in  the  proceedings,  and  may  not  even  sit 
in.  Several  cases  may  be  held  simultan- 
eously in  any  exchange  center  and  this, 
of  itself,  will  preclude  the  clerk,  or  clerks, 
from  participating  in  any  of  the  hearings. 

Further  the  appeals  board  will  present  a 
problem.  The  men  will  be  outsiders,  prob- 
ably all  former  judges  like  Van  Vechten 
Veeder,  chairman.  Unless  a special  request 
is  made,  all  final  opinions  and  decisions 
will  be  rendered  from  evidence  submitted 
and  transcripts  of  testimony  before  local 
boards.  How  questions  of  clearance, 
availability  and  some  run  can  be  deter- 
mined from  paper  is  something  a num- 
ber of  skeptics  cannot  reconcile  with  the 


New  York — ^In  the  wake  of  all  varieties 
of  speculation  over  the  new  order  that  is 
expected  as  a result  of  the  consent  decree 
a prediction  that  double  bills  are  doomed 
stands  out  prominently  in  the  opinion  of 
a top-ranking  executive  whose  views,  but 
not  his  name,  may  be  aired. 

To  subscribe  to  his  line  of  reasoning  it  is 
also  necessary  to  subscribe  to  the  theory 
that  the  only  substantial  threat  to  the 
twin-bill  practice  would  be  a shortage  of 
product.  If  all  minds  are  in  agreement  on 
that  point,  and  the  source  insists  they 
should  be,  the  rest  of  the  prediction  takes 
this  shape: 

“For  years  every  major  producing  com- 
pany has  generally  adopted  the  policy  of 
releasing  one  picture  a week  throughout 
the  year.  Similarly,  the  exhibitor  could 
expect  to  receive  a picture  on  the  average 
of  one  a week.  Such  a policy  of  production 
and  distribution  was  financially  sound  be- 
cause we  had  exhibitor  contracts  covering 
every  picture  we  produced  for  the  entire 
season. 


“But  this  will  not  be  the  case  when  we 
start  to  sell  under  the  consent  decree. 
There  are  numerous  reasons  why  it  might 
not  be  financially  prudent  to  build  up  too 
much  of  a product  reserve  to  take  care  of 
playing  time  that  represents  an  unknown 
quantity.  Out  of  such  a situation  there 
might  easily  be  an  interruption  in  the  flow 
of  product,  and  any  such  interruption, 
small  as  it  is,  represents  a serious  problem 
for  an  exhibitor  who  depends  entirely  on 
double  bills. 

“You  can  find  substantiation  for  this,” 
the  source  contends,  “by  talking  to  opera- 
tors of  double  bill  houses  today.  Just  ask 
them  if  a dislocation  in  the  flow  of  product 
means  anything.  I can  tell  you  that,  if 
the  dislocation  occurs  three  or  four  times 
a month,  it  takes  months  to  straighten  out 
future  bookings.  You  can  imagine  what 
will  happen  to  the  double  bill  practice  if 
the  producers  find  it  is  necessary  to  alter 
the  assembly  line  method  of  delivering  one 
picture  a week.  I think  it  means  the  end 
of  double  bills.” 


operations  of  the  business.  These  same 
skeptics  hold  that  branch  managers,  and 
some  times  district  managers,  have  to  visit 
all  the  theatres  in  a zone  and  check  mile- 
ages where  clearance  complaints  are  made. 

Sales  executives  point  out  any  infrac- 
tions of  the  decree  by  their  men  make 
every  director,  officer  and  executive  of  the 
company  liable  to  a jail  sentence.  Hence, 
the  precaution  angle  is  being  stressed  with 
every  ounce  of  importance  that  can  be 
conveyed  to  the  men  who  will  be  directly 
responsible  for  keeping  their  companies 
and  their  top  executives  out  of  trouble. 

In  this  connection,  a first  move  is  to 
decentralize  sales  territories.  Warners 
started  it  and  M-G-M  in  Chicago  over  the 
weekend  announced  a new  setup  for  E.  K. 
O’Shea,  making  three  divisions  instead  of 
two.  At  20th-Fox  there  is  no  likelihood 
of  new  divisions,  or  districts,  being  cre- 
ated. It  is  understood  this  company  is  well 
equipped  under  its  present  setup  to  handle 
the  new  selling  problem  of  concentrated 


contact  with  the  field. 

Goodwill  will  play  a major  part  in  the 
new  order  of  selling,  according  to  some 
sales  higherups.  With  the  decree  provid- 
ing shorts,  newsreels,  trailers,  foreigns  and 
westerns  cannot  be  forced,  it  is  felt  the 
company  with  the  best  lineup  of  features 
will  be  in  a position  to  offer  the  other  type 
of  product  when  making  feature  deals.  The 
goodwill  angle  not  only  ends  with  shorts, 
newsreels,  trailers,  reissues,  westerns  and 
foreigns  but  also  is  expected  to  reach  the 
point  where  salesmen  will  ask  exhibitors 
for  extended  playing  time,  preferred  dates 
and  increased  admissions  when  distribu- 
tors feel  outstanding  pictures  warrant  such 
treatment. 

In  no  event,  one  major  sales  manager 
stressed,  will  policy  or  terms  of  a picture 
be  discussed  with  exhibitors  before  that 
particular  feature  is  trade  shown.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  any  discussion  be- 
forehand will  constitute  an  offer,  or  nego- 
( Continued  on  page  16) 


I? 


One  by  One,  Maybe 

New  York — The  "Big  Five"  may  have  no  commitments  along  five-in-a-block  lines 
until  they  get  ready  for  the  1941-42  season,  but  that  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with 
what  they  think  they  may  do  about  it. 

The  decree  states  they  cannot  sell  more  than  five  at  a time,  provided  the  five  are 
finished  and  screened  and  whether  exhibitors  sit  through  them  or  not.  But  the  decree 
does  not  prevent  sales  in  blocks  of  less  than  five,  either.  This  leads  one  sales  execu- 
tive to  ponder  and  roll  around  his  tongue  the  possibility  of  selling  his  company's  big 
ones  on  a single  feature  basis  and  at  terms  that  won't  make  much  difference  where 
the  in-betweeners  are  concerned. 

In  other  words — and  it's  all  very  tentative — knockout  prices  for  the  outstanders; 
a good  deal  more  modesty  in  price  for  the  others,  neatly  packaged  and  five  in  a 
consignment. 
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OBSERVERS  THINK  CONGRESS  WOULD  'LAY  OFF' 
INDUSTRY  DURING  TRIAL  PERIOD  FOR  DECREE 


Conscription  Creates  Problem  in 
Stepped-Up  Manpower  Needs 


New  Selling  Structure 
Effects  Due  Scrutiny 
During  the  Interim 


New  York— The  consent  decree,  plus 
army  conscription,  is  giving  the  “Big  Five” 
no  little  concern  as  the  combination  bears 
on  manpower. 

Prom  various  authoritative  estimates, 
each  of  the  “Big  Five”  will  find  it  necessary 
to  add  from  30  to  40  additional  salesmen 
as  the  selling  season  for  1941-42  gets  un- 
der way.  From  these  same  sources  stems 
the  observation  there  will  be  a minimum 
of  “stealing”  salesmen  from  among  major 
distributors.  The  accompanying  thought 
is  that  the  new  sales  personnel  will  arrive 
via  the  “promotion  from  within”  route. 

It  now  appears  bookers  in  various  ex- 
changes will  be  the  most  potential  field 
from  which  to  draw  new  salesmen.  They 
are  said  to  be  the  most  familiar  with  each 
respective  major's  sales  policies.  To  replace 
bookers  the  majors  will,  of  necessity,  be 
inclined  to  look  to  the  service  department 
personnel,  since  this  group  is  next  in  line 
in  respect  to  familiarity  with  company 
policies. 

This  stepping  up,  in  itself,  represents  a 
problem  in  schooling  which  each  new  ap- 
pointee must  undergo  in  his  newer  capac- 
ity and  which  is  regarded  with  no  little 
concern.  But  to  make  matters  worse,  sales 
chieftains  are  pictured  as  clearly  stumped 
over  which  way  to  turn  upon  consideration 
that  many  of  those  who  might  be  in  line 
for  promotions  or  transfers  are  eligible  for 
the  draft.  One  major  distributor  has  polled 
his  national  personnel  and  found  about  100 
men,  mostly  salesmen,  bookers  and  district 
managers  may  be  called  for  army  service. 
Although  it  is  estimated  a large  percentage 
of  this  list  may  be  in  the  deferred  classifi- 
cation, the  matter  of  national  emergency  is 
one  that  cannot  be  reckoned  with  and, 
should  it  become  acute,  would  reduce  the 
deferred  list. 


Haight  Hazen,  Veeder 
Oiiicial  Budget  Group 

New  York — Officially  now,  but  not  news 
to  readers  of  the  November  30  issue  of 
Boxoffice,  is  the  appointment  by  C.  V. 
Whitney,  president  of  the  AAA,  to  a three- 
member  budget  committee  whose  principal 
task  will  be  to  determine  the  percentage 
of  gross  income  each  of  the  “Big  Five”  will 
pay  towards  maintaining  the  industry’s 
nev/  arbitration  system. 

The  personnel  consists  of  P.  M.  Haight, 
appointee  of  the  AAA;  Joseph  H.  Hazen  of 
Warner,  appointee  of  the  “Big  Five,”  and 
Judge  Van  Vechten  Veeder,  whose  appoint- 
ment is  by  virtue  of  his  position  as  chair- 
man of  the  arbitration  appeals  board. 
Lucius  R.  Eastman,  chairman  of  the  AAA 
board,  has  been  chosen  as  an  alternate  to 
Haight. 

The  AAA  is  in  receipt  of  two  voluntary 
offers  of  cooperation  from  exhibitor  or- 
ganizations. One  is  from  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied’s  general  counsel;  the  other  from 
Lee  Newbury,  president  of  Allied  of  N.  J. 


His  the  Job  to  Set  Up 
Arbitration  Machinery 


— “Fortune” 

New  York — As  the  industry  begins  to 
hear  more  and  more  of  arbitration,  circa 
consent  decree — 1940 — so  will  it  hear  more 
and  more  of  J.  Noble  Braden,  above.  As 
executive  secretary  of  the  American  Arbi- 
tration Ass’n,  which  has  been  court  ap- 
proved to  administer  operation  of  31  film 
tribunals  to  hear  and  arbitrate  exhibitor- 
distributor  disputes,  Braden  will  be  some- 
thing of  a “work  horse.”  He  was  appoint- 
ed director  of  the  tribunals  Wednesday, 
meaning  he  will  supervise  and  direct  their 
operations. 

To  him  personally  has  been  delegated 
the  assignment  of  actively  setting  up  the 
industry’s  nation-wide  network  of  arbitra- 
tion machinery.  His  tenure  of  service  with 
the  AAA,  which  he  helped  organize,  dates 
back  to  1926.  He  is  married,  has  a 13- 
year-old  son,  lives  in  Rockville  Center,  L. 
I.,  and  is  past  commander  of  the  Elm- 
hurst, L.  I.,  American  Legion  Post. 

Considered  one  of  the  country’s  leading 
authorities  on  the  subject,  Braden  has 
written  and  talked  extensively  on  arbitra- 
tion. He  has  acted  as  clerk  in  many  hear- 
ings involving  film  disputes  in  the  past. 
His  chief  hobby:  Gardening. 


Columbia  Net 

New  York — Showing  a decided  turn  for 
the  better,  Columbia  reports  a net  profit 
of  $153,878  for  the  first  quarter  ended 
September  28,  1940,  as  compared  to  a loss 
of  $104,751  for  the  corresponding  period 
the  year  before.  Working  capital  amounts 
to  $11,196,979;  current  assets,  $13,082,- 
811.37,  and  current  liabilities,  $1,885,831.72. 


By  EARLE  A.  DYER 

Washington — If  it  does  nothing  else, 
the  expectancy  here  is  that  the  decree 
would  reduce  to  a minimum  legislation 
directed  toward  the  industry. 

The  view  is  the  block  booking  problem 
would  be  disposed  of,  temporarily  at  least; 
that  the  “standstill”  agreement,  so  called, 
on  theatres  would  impose  an  interim  per- 
iod upon  that  situation  and  that,  taking  it 
at  large,  the  effects  of  the  new  sealing  struc- 
ture under  the  consent  would  have  to  be 
studied  and  analyzed  before  action  along 
these  or  other  lines  might  follow  on  the 
part  of  congress.  These  are  the  reasons 
leading  to  the  belief  the  industry  might,  in 
full  comfort,  anticipate  a respite,  law- 
making-wise, for  the  next  year  or  two. 

Probable  resignation  of  Governor-elect 
Matthew  M.  Neely  from  the  Senate  when 
he  assumes  office  as  the  executive  of  West 
Virginia  in  January,  will  leave  vacant  the 
leadership  of  the  Senate  film  bloc,  but  in 
view  of  the  disposal  of  important  issues 
through  the  New  York  all-industry  suit  it 
is  not  now  expected  that  there  will  be 
much  of  a scramble  for  the  job. 

There  is,  of  course,  the  possibility  that 
Senator  Neely’s  successor,  whom  he  will 
name  after  he  becomes  governor,  will  take 
up  the  burden  of  film  legislation  where  the 
present  senator  leaves  off,  but  there  is 
some  question  whether  a new  member  can 
develop  sufficient  weight  to  get  anywhere 
in  the  face  of  a body  which,  at  best,  is 
lukewarm  to  the  subject.  Furthermore, 
Neely’s  interest  in  motion  pictures  is  un- 
derstood to  have  been  largely  induced  by 
political  considerations  at  home,  which 
may  not  extend  to  his  successor. 

Desire  to  Leave  Films  Alone 

There  is  a general  inclination  in  Con- 
gress now  to  leave  films  alone  un- 
til it  appears  how  the  consent  decree 
works  out.  That  desire  motivated  the 
House  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce 
Committee  to  lay  aside  the  Neely  block- 
booking bill  at  a time  when  very  little 
difficulty  would  have  been  encountered  in 
putting  the  bill  through  the  House  of 
Representatives — practically  the  last  major 
step  necessary  to  its  enactment,  since 
Senator  Neely  had  indicated  he  would  ac- 
cept any  substitute  worked ' out  by  the 
House  for  his  single-selling  provision. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  convening  in  January,  will 
give  much  consideration  to  industry-re- 
striction legislation.  Rather,  it  now  ap- 
pears the  session  will  devote  itself  largely 
to  Administration  policy,  financing  of  the 
government  and  prosecution  of  the  de- 
fense program. 

At  the  present  moment,  the  broad  is- 
sues of  the  situation  at  home  and  abroad 
are  all-important  and  little  interest  is  be- 
ing displayed  in  the  byways  of  legislation, 
particularly  as  it  is  generally  realized  all 
industries  today  are  in  a state  of  flux  with 
their  future  course  to  be  determined  only 
by  events  yet  to  come. 
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The  remittance  situation  in 

London  under  which  American 
producers  are  permitted  to  take  out 
of  the  country  severely  restricted 
percentages  of  their  British  income 
may  turn  out  to  be  reason  for  the 
introduction  into  this  market  of 
more  English  films  than  the  majors 
have  handled  in  quite  a time.  It 
works  out  simply  enough. 

Funds  frozen  in  London  may  be 
melted  by  acquiring  British  product 
for  distribution.  The  effect  of  this  is 
to  hold  down  on  flights  of  capital 
from  Great  Britain,  but  to  permit  a 
partial  recouping  in  America 
through  distribution  of  the  product 
thereby  acquired.  Thus  far,  there 
are  two  known  instances.  One  is 
"Blackout,"  made  over  there  as 
"Contraband"  and  caught  recently 
by  a BOXOFFICE  reviewer  who 
handed  it  a lot.  Parties  to  this  deal 
are  Sam  Goldwyn,  Dave  Selznick 
and  Eddie  Small.  Selznick  super- 
vised the  re-editing  job  to  bring  the 
attraction  closer  to  this  market.  The 
other  is  "Convoy,"  just  annexed  by 
RKO,  and,  reportedly.  Small. 

It  is  a reasonable  guess  to  ad- 
vance other  companies  will  follow 
the  same  procedure  with  other  at- 
tractions, leading  to  what  results 
remain  to  be  seen.  Among  the  pos- 
sibilities are  several.  One  has  to  do 
with  a surfeit  of  war  pictures.  Holly- 
wood is  going  to  it  from  the  Amer- 
ican angle,  of  course- -defense,  con- 
scription and  the  like.  London,  be- 
cause it  cannot  logically  help  it- 
self, is  keying  its  production  to  the 
war,  too.  Between  the  two,  or  in  a 
combination  of  the  two,  there  could 
come  out  a situation  injurious  to 
both  purposes  merely  by  unload- 
ing too  much  of  the  same  thing  on 
the  tariff-bearing  public. 

No  one,  consciously,  would  enter- 
tain such  an  outcome,  but  in  the  ac- 
celerated drive  for  business  and  the 
advantages  sought  out  of  a hot  sit- 
uation, everyone  might  hasten  it. 

Attack 

"Printer's  Ink"  appears  to  think 
the  nature  of  the  advertising  has  a 
bearing  on  business  at  the  box- 
office.  As  it  figures  it: 

"Like  all  its  predecessors  in 
the  entertainment  business,  Hol- 
lywood has  clung  stoutly  to  the 
sucker-bait  doctrine  of  adver- 
tising and  publicity.  The  public 


is  a sap  . . . therefore,  a film 
must,  to  begin  with,  be  sold  un- 
der as  lurid  and  suggestive  a 
name  as  possible,  any  resem- 
blance between  title  and  con- 
tent of  the  picture  being  purely 
coincidental.  Advance  advertis- 
ing must  be  phrased  entirely  in 
the  vocabulary  which  the  old- 
time  showman  used  in  milking 
the  yokels  sixty  years  ago  . . . 

"While  it  is  fashionable 
among  the  sophisticates  to 
sneer  at  the  quality  of  current 
films,  the  inescapable  fact  is 
that  many  of  them  are  very 
good  indeed.  All  of  them  are 
infinitely  better  than  they  were 
in  the  peak  attendance  days. 
But  it  is  humanly  impossible  to 
produce  pictures  that  live  up  to 
the  advertising  which  so  often 
precedes  them.  The  audience 
simply  expects  too  much,  so  that 
the  normal  good  picture  disap- 
points and  the  bad  one  en- 
rages . . ." 

In  great  measure,  undeniably 
true.  Any  defenders? 

Fish  Fry 

Herbert  Bayard  Swope,  former 
executive  editor  of  the  defunct  and 
lamented  New  York  "Morning 
World,"  and  long  chairman  of  the 
New  York  Racing  Commission, 
writes; 

"I  read  recently  in  your  pub- 
lication that  I had  been  a can- 
didate lor  Will  Hays'  job  as 
president  of  the  M.  P.  Producers 
and  Distributors  of  America.  I 
write  to  say  that  I was  not  a 
candidate  for  the  job;  I would 
not  have  accepted  it  if  it  had 
been  offered  to  me;  and  that 
my  name  did  not  appear  on  the 
list  of  possibilities.  If  it  was 
there,  it  was  included  with  no 
authority. 

"Hays  has  done  a good  job, 
and  I have  no  doubt,  he  will 
stay  as  long  as  he  wants  to. 

In  any  event,  I won't  be  his  suc- 
cessor. I have  other  fish  to  fry." 

Perhaps  with  no  authority  from 
Swope,  but  his  name,  nevertheless, 
was  mentioned  and  considered, 
however  seriously.  At  any  rate, 
Swope,  no  doubt,  will  fry  his  other 
fish  and  Hays  will  be  his  own  suc- 
cessor. There  it  stands. 
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GOV'T  EXPECTS  ARBITRATION  UNDER  DECREE 
TO  ELIMINATE  "FORCING"  FROM  THE  TRADE 


James  V.  Hayes  Analysis 
Cites  "Remedies;"  In 
Section  IV,  View 


New  York — Arbitration  under  the  de- 
cree is  the  method  by  which  “forcing”  is 
expected  to  be  routed  out  of  the  industry, 
in  the  view  of  the  department  of  justice. 

James  V.  Hayes  explained  how  in  his 
analysis  of  the  decree  before  Judge  Henry 
W.  Goddard  that  portion  of  his  breakdown 
which  dealt  with  blind  selling  appeared  last 
week  in  Boxoffice.  This  issue  takes  up 
“forcing”  and  other  situations.  The 
quotes  are  Hayes’: 

“Section  IV  (b)  prohibits  what  has  been 
called  ‘forcing’  in  the  industry.  Forcing, 
according  to  the 
complaints,  is  the 
practice  of  a distri- 
butor when  he  con- 
tracts with  an  exhi- 
bitor for  the  license 
of  a theatre  to  in- 
sist that  the  exhibi- 
tor at  the  same  time 
contract  for  news- 
reels, trailers,  short 
subjects,  westerns, 
foreigns  and  so  on. 
Section  IV  (a)  pro- 
hibits that  practice. 
There  could  be  no 

JAMES  V.  HAYES  better  way  of  doing 
away  with  the  practice  than  an  absolute 
prohibition,  which  is  precisely  what  is 
present  in  Section  IV  (b) . 

An  "Effective  Remedy" 

“Now,  for  remedies.  Whenever  any  ex- 
hibitor claims  that  he  has  been  forced  to 
take  more  than  five  pictures  in  a group 
or  forced  to  take  more  than  one  group 
conditioning  one  group  on  another,  or 
has  been  forced  to  take  newsreels,  shorts, 
and  so  on,  as  a condition,  the  decree  pro- 
vides for  arbitration  of  his  claim  before 
an  impartial  arbitrator,  and  if  the  arbi- 
trator finds  that  the  exhibitor’s  conten- 
tion is  true,  then  he  can  cancel  the  con- 
tract insofar  as  it  relates  to  the  product 
that  was  forced  upon  the  exhibitor.  There 
we  have  an  effective  remedy  for  any  forc- 
ing that  may  take  place.  But  it  goes 
further  than  that.  An  exhibitor  might 
claim,  not  that  he  has  been  forced  to 
take,  because  he  has  not  contracted:  he 
might  claim  that  distributor  A came  to 
him  and  attempted  to  force — attempted 
conditioning  the  sale  of  one  group  of  pic- 
tures in  the  sale  of  another  picture,  but 
no  contract  might  have  resulted  from  the 
attempt.  The  attempt  might  have  been 
made.  The  exhibitor,  in  such  a situation, 
may  still  go  to  arbitration,  and  since  there 
is  no  contract  there,  the  power  of  the 
arbitrator  there  is  to  impose  a penalty  in 
the  amount  not  to  exceed  $500. 

“Section  V provides  for  licensing  all  ex- 
change districts  and  the  purpose  of  that 
section  is  to  cut  down,  in  part  at  least, 
the  great  purchasing  power  of  chains  of 
theatres — large  chains,  chains  which  carry 
oyer  beyond  the  geographical  limits  of  a 
single  exchange  district.  This  section  pro- 
vides that  features  must  be  licensed  by 


exchange  districts.  It  is  not  claimed  at 
all  that  this  is  the  panacea  for  the  exer- 
cise of  purchasing  power  by  chains.  It 
is  merely  one  approach  to  cutting  down, 
in  part,  of  that  power,  and  the  remedy 
for  selling  or  licensing  features  to  more 
than  one  exchange  district  is  arbitration, 
and  the  arbitrator  in  such  a case  may 
impose  a penalty  on  the  offending  dis- 
tributor, in  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $500. 

“Section  VI  is  aimed  to  meet  the  com- 
plaints of  those  exhibitors  who  say  that 
they  cannot  get  pictures  at  all  on  any  run, 
no  matter  how  far  back  they  are  willing 
to  take  the  run.  An  illustration  of  that 
type  of  complaint  would  be  this:  In  a 
particular  town  there  might  be  two  thea- 
tres. Exhibitor  A owns  one  and  Exhibitor 
B owns  another.  Exhibitor  B claims  that 
he  can  never  get  pictures  that  Exhibitor  A 
gets,  even  if  he  is  willing  to  wait  a week 
or'  a month  after  Exhibitor  A has  exhibit- 
ed them.  The  distributor’s  explana- 
tion is  that  it  woo’ •‘I  be  uneconomical  to 
license  both  theatres  and  exhibit  a par- 
ticular picf  that  would  lose  money. 
The  amouni  would  get  for  the  two  the- 
atres in  the  <.  /ent  everybody  in  town  knew 
that  the  picture  was  going  to  play  at  both 
theatres  is  unequal  to  the  amount  we  get 
at  the  one  theatre,  if  one  theatre  has  the 
exclusive  run.  It  is  not  the  easiest  problem 
in  the  world  to  solve  that  situation  by  any 
means.  There  is  danger  of  giving  Exhibi- 
tor A there  a bit  of  a monopoly  in  the 
particular  territory.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  no  reason  why  a distributor  should, 
at  his  own  expense  and  at  a loss  to  him- 
self, if  both  exhibitors  can  exhibit  the 
same  feature.  It  was  to  meet  that  problem 
of  an  attempt  to  give  the  subsequent  ex- 
hibitor or  other  exhibitor  the  right  to  ex- 


His  Appointment  First — 


Walter  Elliott,  chief  clerk  of  the  arbi- 
tration tribunal  at  Los  Angeles.  There 
will  be  a similar  designation  for  each 
of  the  proposed  31  tribunals,  but  he 
starts  the  list. 


Pictures  on  "Some  Run" 
Seen  as  Assured  to 
Small  Exhibitors 


hibit  without  in  any  way  injuring  finan- 
cially the  distributor,  that  Section  VI  was 
devised. 

“It  provides  that  distributors  shall  license 
pictures  on  a run  designated  by  them  and 
on  terms  designated  by  them  provided  the 
terms  are  not  calculated  to  defeat  the 
purpose  of  the  section  itself,  to  every 
reputable  and  responsible  exhibitor,  unless 
the  granting  of  such  a run  would  reduce 
the  distributor’s  total  revenue  in  the  area. 
The  principal  operation  of  the  section 
would  be  this:  The  exhibitor  who  claims 
that  he  is  not  getting  the  run,  but  feels 
that  he  should,  under  this  section,  could 
go  to  an  arbitrator  and  ask  to  get  a run. 
The  distributor  would  come  in  and  say 
it  would  reduce  our  revenue  and  the  bur- 
den is  on  him  to  show  the  arbitrator  that 
it  would  reduce  his  revenue.  The  arbi- 
trator has  both  sides  of  the  story.  If  he 
believes  that  the  distributor  is  right,  he 
will  deny  the  run — that  is,  if  he  believes 
it  will  reduce  his  revenue.  If  he  believes 
that  it  will  not  reduce  his  revenue,  then 
he  will  grant  the  run.  A further  safeguard 
is  provided  for.  After  a run  has  been 
granted  and  a distributor  finds  that  his 
revenue  has,  in  effect,  been  reduced,  he 
may  resort  to  arbitration,  then  the  prior 
award  is  set  aside  and  thus  the  original 
status  quo  would  be  restored. 

On  Offensive  Pictures 

“Section  VII  deals  with  offensive  pic- 
tures, that  is,  pictures  which  are  locally 
offensive  in  the  locality  in  which  the  ex- 
hibitor’s theatre  is  located,  on  moral, 
racial  or  religious  grounds  It  provides 
after  the  exhibitor  has  engaged  or  has 
offered  to  license  the  pictures  for  his 
theatre,  and  within  10  days  after  he  has 
received  notice — written  notice  of  the  ap- 
proval of  his  application — he  may  reject  a 
picture  on  the  ground  that  it  is  offensive 
locally  for  religious,  racial  or  moral  rea- 
sons and  state  his  reason  in  his  notice  to 
this  distributor.  If  the  distributor  does 
nothing,  the  contract  is  cancelled  as  to 
that  picture  immediately,  but  the  distribu- 
tor may  arbitrate  the  question  and  then  it 
is  up  to  the  arbitrator  to  state  whether 
or  not  the  picture  is  locally  offensive.  If 
he  finds  that  it  is,  the  contract  is  can- 
celed to  the  extent  of  the  picture,  and  if 
he  finds  it  is  not  then  the  contract  stands. 

“Section  VIII  is  addressed  to  a practice 
in  the  industry  which  has  been  the  cause 
of  tremendous  controversy,  to-wit,  clear- 
ance. Clearance  is  the  amount  of  time, 
that,  pursuant  to  contract,  must  elapse 
between  subsequent  showings  of  the  same 
picture.  All  clearance  claims  are  arbi- 
trable under  Section  VIII,  with  one  ex- 
ception to  which  I shall  refer  later.  The 
arbitrator  shall  consider  certain  factors 
set  forth  in  the  section,  without  attempt- 
ing to  review  them  in  detail.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  the  fact  is  the  decree  charges  them 
with  considering  every  business  factor  that 
could  possibly  be  said  to  have  relevancy 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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Doubt  if  Public  Would  Support 
New  Decency  Legion  Boycott 


New  York — Grave  doubt  seems  to  exist 
that  the  public  would  support  another 
nationwide  boycott  of  the  Legion  of  De- 
cency "purely  on  a Catholic  position,”  ac- 
cording to  a cross-section  of  available  pro- 
duction and  sales  reaction  to  the  implied 
threat  of  such  action  by  the  Episcopal 
Committee’s  report  to  the  Archbishops 
and  Bishops  of  the  Catholic  Church  an- 
nual meeting  in  Washington. 

Those  who  would  discuss  the  situation 
at  all  and  who  feel  the  Legion  of  Decency 
does  not  wield  the  whip  it  did  five  years 
ago  base  their  opinion  on  the  ground  the 
public  has  wholeheartedly  endorsed  the 
activities  of  the  Production  Code  Adminis- 
tration of  the  MPPDA  toward  “cleaning 
house”  and  would  not  actively  boycott 
films  because  of  “objectionable  tendencies” 
as  seen  only  through  the  eyes  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 

This  view  is  invariably  coupled  with  the 
observation  that  the  industry  has  no  de- 
sire to  provoke  another  boycott,  but  a de- 
gree of  veiled  resistance  appears  to  mani- 
fest itself  in  some  quarters  over  “what  we 
have  accomplished  in  five  years.” 

This  embraces  the  attitude  the  industry 
has  achieved  remarkable  strides,  consider- 
ing its  complexities,  since  it  was  caught 
in  the  LCD’s  drive  of  1934.  It  also  takes 
in  the  record,  which  purportedly  points  to 
but  one  feature  having  been  condemned — 
and  later  edited  to  satisfaction — by  the 
LCD  in  the  entire  five-year  period.  Ad- 
ditionally, reference  is  made  to  the  PCA, 
the  machinery  of  which  is  said  to  be  con- 
stantly available  to  the  LCD  and  which  is 
said  to  be  as  rigid  in  its  conception  of 
what  the  LCD  desires  as  any  body  simi- 
larly situated. 

The  usual,  reliable  sources  normally 
available  at  the  MPPDA  decline  to  discuss 
the  matter  in  any  respect.  Asked  how  it 
might  be  possible  to  check  the  organiza- 
tion’s reaction  to  the  Washington  develop- 
ment, one  spokesman  replies:  “Will  Hays  is 
your  man.” 


New  York — The  National  Legion  of 
Decency  advises  Boxoffice  there  has  not 
been  a single  condemned  film  on  its  rec- 
ords from  major  producers  in  the  past  five 
years.  “Strange  Cargo”  for  a short  time 
was  on  the  “objectionable  for  adults”  list, 
but  was  later  lifted  to  the  “unobjection- 
able for  adults”  rating  when  M-G-M  “re- 
vised the  print.” 


Breen  Has  No  Comment 
On  Decency  Legion  Blasts 

Hollywood — As  was  the  case  regarding 
recent  Legion  of  Decency  broadsides  charg- 
irig  the  industry  with  “backsliding”  on 
n^oral  grounds,  Joseph  I.  Breen,  produc- 
tion code  administrator  for  the  MPPDA, 
indicates  through  a reliable  spokesman 
that  his  “nothing  to  say”  attitude  is  being 
maintained  in  regard  to  amplification  of 
those  charges  by  the  Episcopal  Committee 
on  Motion  Pictures  as  reported  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Archbishops  and 
Bishops  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  Wash- 
ington. 

“Mr.  Breen  never  makes  any  comment 
on  matters  of  this  sort,”  this  spokesman 
tells  Boxoffice.  “If  he  did,  he  would  be 
commenting  on  everything — and  he’s  too 
busy  a man  for  that.” 

Hays  office  attaches  generally  assume 


the  attitude  Breen’s  silence  indicates  the 
production  code  administrator  considers 
the  two  new  accusations  to  be  largely  un- 
founded. It  is  pointed  out  Breen  cannot 
very  well  comment  publicly  on  the  matter 
because  the  industry  does  have  a code,  es- 
tablished in  1934  as  the  result  of  even  more 
strenuous  pressure  from  the  same  groups, 
and  that  it  is  Breen’s  job  to  see  that  films 
live  up  to  those  rulings. 

In  so  doing  he  and  a large  staff  care- 
fully scan  every  submitted  script  not  only 
for  its  general  subject  matter  but  for  any 
innuendoes  that  may  seep  in;  examine 
and  either  approve  or  reject  every  pub- 
licity still:  and,  finally,  view  the  com- 
pleted production  with  scissors  poised  to 
cut  any  and  all  sequences  which,  in  their 
opinion,  might  violate  the  provisions  of  the 
code. 

Therefore,  the  reasoning  proceeds,  if 
Breen  were  to  pay  any  attention  to  the 
charges,  he  would  be  tacitly  admitting 
that: 

1 —  The  production  code,  in  its  present 
form,  is  inadequate. 

2 —  Or  that,  during  recent  months,  he 
and  his  staff  have  been  less  vigilant  and 
diligent  in  pursuance  of  their  duties,  as 
outlined  above,  and  have  been  lax  in  ad- 
ministering code  provisions. 


Legion  Relegates  "Letter"  and 
"Seven  Sinners"  to  Class  B 

New  York — “The  Letter”  and  “Seven 
Sinners”  go  into  Class  B — unobjectionable 
for  adults — in  the  current  listings  of  the 
National  Legion  of  Decency. 

Objection  to  the  former  is  this:  “Dis- 
respect for  law;  no  retribution  for  wrong- 
doing: suicidal  intention  in  finale.” 

Objection  on  the  latter:  “Creates  an  at- 
mosphere of  glamour  around  the  heroine 
of  questionable  morals  and  makes  her  ad- 
vances appear  amusing  and  harmless,  thus 
causing  the  audience  to  react  sympathetic- 
ally to  her.” 


Settle  Dispute  With  FWC 
Over  "Spring  Parade" 

Los  Angeles — Peace  reigns  between  Uni- 
versal and  FWC  again  with  Charles  P. 
Skouras  straightening  out  the  dispute  over 
“Snring  Parade,”  which  started  playing  in 
FWC  houses  Wednesday  under  the  deal 
originally  set  up  by  the  circuit  and  the  dis- 
tributor. The  dispute,  incidentally,  was 
straightened  out  Monday,  the  day  Nate  J. 
Blumberg,  Universal  president,  arrived 
from  New  York  and  Spyros  Skouras,  Na- 
tional Theatres  head,  arrived  from  the 
northwest  after  a tour  of  divisions  in  his 
circuit. 


Hazen  in  Hollywood  lor 
Conferences  and  Rest 

Hollywood — Joseph  H.  Hazen,  special 
aide  to  Harry  M.  Warner,  is  here  from 
New  York  with  his  wife  to  spend  about  10 
days  on  studio  conferences  and  also  a brief 
rest.  Principal  topic  at  the  conferences  is 
understood  to  deal  with  the  consent  decree 
and  its  operations. 


Five  Keys  Ponder 
Pioneers  of  Own 

New  York — If  Picture  Pioneers  don't 
watch  out,  the  parent  unit  which  head- 
quarters here  may  find  itself  the  grand- 
daddy  of  a nation-wide  organization. 

Canadian  Picture  Pioneers,  a growing 
unit,  is  in  direct  and  constant  contact 
with  the  first  born,  but  Hal  Mode  of  Co- 
lumbia, who  handles  detail  for  Jack  Cohn, 
"manager"  of  P.  P.,  declares  Philadelphia 
is  interested  in  rounding  up  its  veterans 
of  25  years'  film  experience  os  are  Bos- 
ton, Chicago,  Buffalo  and  Cleveland. 


Toronto — Since  its  inception  six  months 
ago,  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers  have  in- 
creased membership  from  126  to  163.  Eli- 
gible latterly  was  N.  L.  Nathanson,  presi- 
dent of  the  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  The  unit  here  was  instrumental  in 
selling  $716,000  war  savings  stamps 
through  980  theatres  and  raising  $23,000 
for  the  Canadian  Red  Cross  in  this  dis- 
trict alone.  Its  recent  rodeo  for  London 
war  relief  shows  a return  of  about  $25,000. 

- - V 

Sees  "Poor  Judgment" 
In  Xmas  Releases 


New  York — In  their  anxiety  to  out-bid 
each  other  for  the  Christmas  Week  trade, 
major  distributors  stand  accused  by  an 
affiliated  circuit  buyer  of  displaying  ex- 
tremely poor  judgment  in  setting  Decem- 
ber 25  release  dates  for  three  “big  west- 
erns,” and  committing  the  double  error  of 
having  failed  to  permit  the  same  films  to 
play  during  Thanksgiving  Week. 

“After  all  these  years,”  goes  this  source’s 
complaint,  “you  would  think  the  major 
distributors  would  arrange  the  releases  of 
the  pictures  they  want  played  so  that  we 
can  use  them  and  make  money  with  them. 
When  we’re  dying  for  an  action  picture 
we’re  swamped  with  musicals  and  when  we 
can  use  a musical  we’re  faced  with  a flock 
of  action  pictures.” 

His  reference,  specifically,  is  to  the 
situation  said  to  have  existed  during  the 
Thanksgiving  Week  period,  when  four 
musicals — “Little  Nellie  Kelly,”  “Bitter 
Sweet,”  “You’ll  Find  Out”  and  “Tin  Pan 
Alley” — were  available.  In  contrast,  he 
points  to  the  fact  three  “swell”  action 
films  were  ready  during  the  same  period 
but  that  the  producers  “found  all  sorts  of 
excuses”  to  hold  them  up  for  Christmas 
Week,  when  “all  the  first  runs  will  be 
asked  to  compete  with  each  other  with 
the  identical  type  of  attraction.”  His  refen- 
ence  in  this  case  is  to  “North  West  Mount- 
ed Police,”  “Arizona,”  and  “Santa  Fe.” 


Marvin  Schenck  in  Huddle 
With  Metro  Studio  Heads 

Hollywood — Marvin  Schenck,  assistant 
to  Charles  C.  Moskowitz  at  Loew  head- 
quarters in  New  York,  is  here  for  studio 
conferences  with  M-G-M  executives.  He 
plans  to  return  east  shortly. 

Nicholas  Nayfack,  studio  attorney,  re- 
cently returned  from  New  York  where  he 
spent  about  a week  conferring  with  Nicho- 
las M.  Schenck  and  other  home  office  ex- 
ecutives. 
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No  "Cutting  of  Corners"  on 
Consent  Decree — Rodgers 


At  Chicago  Meeting — 


Chicago — There  will  be  “no  cutting  of 
corners  on  the  consent  decree  and  M-G-M 
will  live  up  to  every  provision  of  the  agree- 
ment 100  per  cent,”  William  F.  Rodgers, 
general  sales  manager,  told  40  division,  dis- 
trict and  branch  managers  assembled  at 
the  Blackstone  Hotel. 

The  importance  of  living  up  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  decree  was  particularly 
stressed  by  Rodgers  and  an  analysis  was 
outlined  by  Tyree  Dillard  jr.,  of  the  home 
office  legal  department.  Each  man  was 
given  a copy  of  the  decree  printed  by  the 
company. 

The  general  sales  manager  also  in- 
formed the  gathering  that  from  30  to  50 
additional  men  will  be  added  to  the  sales 
force  to  meet  new  selling  requirements. 
Each  branch  manager  was  instructed  to 
make  up  a list  of  the  prospective  candi- 
dates for  the  new  jobs.  The  promotions 
will  go  all  the  way  down  the  line  and  will 
include  shippers,  bookers,  office  managers 
and  junior  salesmen.  Several  men  have 
already  been  notified  of  their  new  posi- 
tions. 

Long  committed  to  the  policy  of  cloaking 
his  field  force  with  local  authority,  Rodg- 
ers, it  is  learned,  intended  creating  more 
districts  regardless  of  the  need  suggested 
under  the  decree.  He  has  felt  for  about  a 


year  the  size  of  the  market  and  the  num- 
ber of  theatre  accounts  on  M-G-M  books 
made  it  advisable  for  a greater  concentra- 
tion in  terms  of  smaller  selling  areas.  It 
is  his  belief  that  the  closer  and  more  often 
his  sales  crew  can  get  to  the  customer,  the 
better  the  ultimate  results.  It  is  probably 
correct  that  the  signing  of  the  decree  has- 
tened the  rearrangements  effected  here, 
but  it  would  be  incorrect  to  assume  the 
consent  is  responsible  for  it. 

One  rather  gloomy  note  following  the 
word  of  the  promotions  announced  by 
Rodgers  was  the  hurry  call  E.  M.  Saunders, 
western  sales  manager,  received  from  Pitts- 
burgh. He  was  called  to  the  bedside  of  his 

(Continued  on  page  16) 


At  the  bottom,  a general  view  of  the  Metro 
sales  sessions  in  the  Blaekstone  Hotel.  Top 
riffht  is  K.  K.  (Ted)  O’Shea,  new  ventral  di- 
vision mana8:er,  who  joins  Thomas  J.  Oon- 
nors  and  FMward  M.  Saunders  in  supervision 
at  the  home  office.  Immediately  thereunder 
are,  left  to  ri«:ht,  thrv^e  of  Metro’s  district 
manajfers:  Harris  V.  Wolfberw:,  who  heads  St. 
Louis,  I'inciniiati  and  Indianapolis  exchanffes; 
George  A.  Hickey,  supervising  L<>s  Angeles, 
San  Franci.‘»c(»,  Portland  and  Seattle  otlices; 
John  E.  (Jack)  Flynn,  who  has  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  and  Minneapolis  bramhes.  Center 
of  the  two-column  aflairs  contains  two  new 
district  managers.  Second  from  left  is  John 
P.  (Jack)  Byrne,  upped  from  the  Boston  helm 
to  a distr.ct  managerial  i)ost  under  Saunders. 
At  the  right,  John  J.  Bowen,  upped  from 
branch  manager  in  New  Y'ork  to  district  man- 
ager supervising  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
otlices.  At  the  extreme  left  is  Ralph  Maw, 
Buffalo  manager;  third  from  left,  Ralph  Pie- 
low,  New  York  manager.  The  last  two-col- 
umn picture  shows  four  new  branch  mana- 
gers. Left  to  right:  Maurice  (ioldsfein,  city 
salesman  at  Boston,  neu’  manager  at  New 
Haven;  Herman  Ripps,  New  Jersey  salesman, 
now  manager  at  Albany;  John  S.  Allen,  Cin- 
cinnati salesman  who  has  been  made  Wash- 
ington manager,  and  Byron  t'.  Stoner,  Cleve- 
land salesman,  who  has  been  named  mana- 
ger of  the  I*ittsburgh  branch. 
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No  "Corner  Cutting" 
On  Decree  - Metro 


(Continued  from  page  15) 
84-year-old  father,  Maurice  Edward,  dying 
at  his  Smoky  City  home.  Saunders’  fam- 
ily met  him  in  Pittsburgh,  making  the  trip 
from  New  York.  The  elder  Saunders  suf- 
fered a severe  heart  attack  last  year  and 
recovered,  but  another  attack  over  the 
weekend  proved  fatal  Thursday  noon. 


O'Shea,  Others  Promoted 
In  Metro  Realignment 

Chicago — In  a wide  rearrangement  of 
the  M-G-M  sales  force  designed  to  de- 
centralize home  office  operation  and  step 
up  authority  in  the  field,  E.  K.  “Ted” 
O’Shea  becomes  sales  manager  of  a newly- 
created  central  division  made  up  of  10 
exchanges  carved  out  of  the  eastern  and 
western  divisions  long  headed  respectively 
by  Thomas  J.  Connors  and  Edward  M. 
Saunders.  The  redistribution  of  the  coun- 
try also  brings  into  being  four  new  dis- 
tricts to  a new  total  of  10. 

This  is  how  it  was  worked  out  after  six 
months  of  planning  on  the  part  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Rodgers,  general  sales  manager: 

Connors  gives  up  Buffalo,  Cincinnati, 
Cleveland,  Memphis,  Oklahoma  City  and 
Pittsburgh.  Saunders  relinquishes  Detroit, 
Indianapolis,  Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis. 
And  O’Shea,  former  district  manager  in 
charge  of  Albany,  Buffalo,  Charlotte,  New 
York  and  Washington,  gets  the  new  central 
division  thus  created  with  headquarters 
continued  in  New  York.  Effective  January 
l,  or  as  shortly  thereafter  as  possible,  Con- 
nors and  his  eastern  division  will  em- 
brace 11  exchanges  and  Canada  and 
Saunders  and  his  western  group,  11. 

Under  Connors  will  be  these  district 
managers:  Maurice  N.  Wolf,  Rudolph  Ber- 
ger, John  J.  Bowen  and  Charles  E.  Kess- 
nich.  Wolf,  who  always  had  Boston  and 
New  Haven,  now  adds  Albany.  Berger,  now 
Washington  manager,  becomes  a district 
manager  in  charge  of  that  city  and  Char- 
lotte. John  J.  Bowen,  now  New  York  man- 
ager, is  promoted  to  a district  manager 
supervising  his  current  office  with  the  ad- 
dition of  New  Jersey.  Kessnich,  long  dis- 
trict manager  in  the  south,  will  handle  At- 
lanta, Dallas  and  New  Orleans,  but  drops 
Memphis  and  Oklahoma  City  which  go  to 
a new  district.  John  S.  Allen,  former  Cin- 
cinnati salesman,  succeeds  Berger  as 
Washington  manager;  Ralph  Pielow,  cur- 
rently Albany  manager,  succeeds  Bowen  as 
New  York  manager  and  Herman  Ripps, 
former  New  York-New  Jersey  salesman, 
takes  over  Pielow’s  spot  in  Albany. 

Under  Saunders  will  be  these  district 
managers:  John  E.  Flynn,  John  P.  Byrne 
and  George  A.  Hickey.  Flynn’s  district 
gives  up  Indianapolis  and  Detroit  and 
compresses  into  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and 
Minneapolis,  Byrne,  Boston  manager,  gets 
a district  composed  of  Denver,  Des  Moines, 
Omaha  and  Salt  Lake  City,  drawing  Den- 
ver from  Harris  P.  Wolfberg’s  district  and 
Salt  Lake  from  George  A.  Hickey’s.  The 
latter  will  be  confined  to  the  Pacific  coast 
and  Los  Angeles,  Portland,  San  Francisco 
and  Seattle,  or  four  where  he  now  has  five 
offices.  Thomas  J.  Donaldson,  former  New 
Haven  manager,  succeeds  Byrne  as  Boston 
manager.  Maurice  Goldstein,  former  Bos- 
ton salesman,  replaces  Donaldson  in  New 
Haven. 

Under  O’Shea  will  be  these  district  man- 
agers: Harris  P.  Wolfberg,  John  J.  Maloney 
and  Burtus  Bishop  jr.  Wolfberg  gives  up 
Denver,  Des  Moines,  Kansas  City  and 


Omaha,  but  gets  Cincinnati  and  Indian- 
apolis, plus  retention  of  St.  Louis.  Maloney 
will  supervise  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Detroit 
and  Pittsburgh,  drawing  Buffalo  from 
O’Shea  and  Detroit  from  Flynn.  Bishop, 
former  Pittsburgh  manager,  is  promoted  to 
a district  made  up  of  Kansas  City,  Mem- 
phis and  Oklahoma  City.  Bryan  D.  Stoner, 
former  Cleveland  salesman,  succeeds 
Bishop  as  Pittsburgh  manager. 


Collins  Heads  Los  Angeles 
UA  Branch;  Hoffman  Upped 

New  York — Earl  Collins,  UA  manager  in 
Denver,  becomes  manager  in  Los  Angeles, 
succeeding  Ewen  MacLean,  resigned,  while 
A1  Hoffman,  top  salesman  in  the  Denver 
territory,  moves  up  and  into  the  spot  va- 
cated by  Collins. 

Alex  Singelow,  Denver  salesman,  goes  to 
Seattle  and  Jack  O’Bryan  from  Seattle  to 
San  Francisco  in  what  Arthur  W.  Kelly, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  distribution, 
declares  are  promotions.  A new  salesman 
for  Denver  is  in  the  offing. 


Avoiding  Violations 
"Big  Five"  Hurdle 


(Continued  from  page  4) 
tiation,  which  would  constitute  a direct 
violation  of  the  decree. 

General  release  dates  for  aU  features  will 
be  a thing  of  the  past,  according  to  some 
sales  heacfs.  Local  first  runs  will  hold  the 
key  to  all  showings  in  exchange  centers. 
Deals  will  be  made  as  soon  after  trade 
showings  are  held  in  an  effort  to  get  as 
many  dates  lined  up  after  showings 
as  possible.  However,  where  there 
is  no  conflict  between  the  key  run  and 
theatres  hundreds  of  miles  away  from  the 
film  center,  it  is  likely  the  removed  ex- 
hibitor will  be  given  an  early  playdate, 
regardless  of  the  key  run.  However,  such 
deals  will  not  be  set  until  public  screen- 
ings are  held. 

It  is  pointed  out  in  one  quarter  that 
where  an  exhibitor  is  300  to  400  miles  from 
an  exchange — and  there  are  hundreds  of 
those  accounts — distributors  first  will  take 
into  consideration  the  total  amount  of  a 
deal  to  be  transacted  before  a salesman 
makes  the  trip.  In  other  words,  distribu- 
tors feel  that  it  would  not  be  good  business 
to  travel  a salesman  hundreds  of  miles, 
which  would  prove  expensive,  if  a profit 
could  not  be  realized  on  the  trek.  Yet, 
there  is  every  indication  that  a salesman 
may  make  three  or  four  trips  to  the  field 
with  25  to  30  tradeshown  pictures  to  be 
offered  at  one  time  but,  of  course,  in 
blocks  of  five. 

Spur  to  Booking  Combines 

Not  beyond  realization  is  the  possibility 
exhibitors  in  small  towns  far  removed 
from  exchanges  may  delegate  agents  to  do 
their  buying  and  booking.  In  that  way 
they  will  be  able  to  get  a quicker  run  at 
very  little  expense.  'There  seems  to  be  no 
question  in  some  minds  that  booking  com- 
bines will  grow  rapidly,  and  also  in  im- 
portance, after  the  decree  becomes  opera- 
tive as  to  blocks  of  five  and  trade  screen- 
ings. Distributors  are  not  overlooking  this 
by  a long  shot. 

The  need  for  more  friendly  relations 
with  the  customer  is  expected  to  be  the 
new  order  of  the  day,  under  the  decree. 
That  this  new  dawn  will  bring  about  a buy- 
er’s market,  as  well  as  a seller’s,  is  not 
questioned.  Essentially,  however,  the  type 
of  product  is  seen  as  the  determining  fac- 
tor as  usual.  Goodwill  is  another.  Rela- 


Expects  Arbitration 
To  Rout  "Forcing" 


(Continued  from  page  13) 
to  the  question  of  what  clearance  should 
be  allowed.  Everything  is  in  there.  The 
arbitrator’s  duty  is  to  determine  whether 
or  not  the  existing  clearance  is  unrea- 
sonable. If  he  finds  it  is  imreasonable — 
rather  let  me  say  if  he  finds  it  is  not 
unreasonable  first,  he  leaves  the  situation 
undisturbed.  If  he  finds  it  is  unreason- 
able, his  duty  then  is  to  fix  the  maximum 
clearance  which  can  be  allowed  in  that 
situation.  His  award  does  not  affect  exist- 
ing contracts.  It  becomes  effective  as  to 
contracts  made  by  the  distributor  after 
the  expiration  of  existing  contracts  in  a 
particular  situation.  One  of  the  difficul- 
ties that  is  necessarily  met  with  here, 
and  in  every  other  section  for  that  matter, 
is  the  existence  of  long-term  franchises. 

“A  long-term  franchise  is  one  which  has 
more  than  a particular  motion  picture 
season  to  run.  These  franchises  presently 
existing  between  these  defendants  and 
third  parties  who  are  not  parties  to  this 
action  obviously  cannot  be  made  subject 
to  the  terms  of  any  consent  decree  en- 
tered in  this  action.  We  cannot  disturb 
the  existing  contractual  rights  of  third 
persons.  However,  these  defendants  have 
agreed  in  the  ‘clearance’  section  that  so 
far  as  franchises  between  themselves  are 
concerned,  that  is  between  one  of  them — 
say  Fox,  as  a distributor,  and  RKO  or 
K.A.O.  as  exhibitors — such  franchises  are 
subjected  to  the  terms  of  the  clearance 
arbitration,  and  clearance  provided  for  in 
those  franchises  may  be  adjusted  by  ar- 
bitration under  the  method  set  up  in  Sec- 
tion VIII. 

“After  an  arbitrator  has  fixed  the  maxi- 
mum clearance,  any  person  affected  by  his 
award  may  subsequently  seek  a redeter- 
mination on  the  ground  that  conditions 
have  changed,  and  that  the  clearance 
should  be  different  from  that  fixed  in  his 
award.  In  short,  it  is  a very  elastic  sys- 
tem that  has  been  set  up  here  to  take  care 
of  clearance  complaints.  And  I might  say 
in  that  connection  that  it  has  long  been 
felt,  both  by  exhibitors  and  by  distributors, 
that  there  is  no  fairer  way  to  handle  and 
dispose  of  complaints  concerning  clearance 
than  to  have  the  clearance  fixed  by  some 
impartial  arbitrator,  and  that  is  precisely 
what  is  accomplished  by  Section  VIII.” 


KAO  Dividend 

New  York — The  KAO  board  has  de- 
clared a dividend  of  $3.50  per  share  on  the 
seven  per  cent  cumulative  preferred  for  the 
quarters  ended  June  30  and  September  30, 
1938,  payable  on  December  19  to  holders 
of  record  on  December  13.  The  dividend  is 
out  of  operating  surplus. 


Fox  to  N.  Y.  Soon 

Hollywood — Matty  Fox  leaves  for  the 
east  shortly  to  fill  in  at  Universal  while 
Nate  J.  Blumberg  remains  here. 


tions  between  exhibitor  and  distributor  in 
the  past,  a third.  But  above  all,  the  main 
objective  in  the  distributors’  minds  today 
and  for  many  days  to  come  will  be  to  avoid 
violations  of  terms  of  the  decree  in  any 
way,  shape,  manner  or  form.  To  this  end, 
the  general  word  has  gone  out  to  be  care- 
ful how  one  conducts  himself  in  the  fu- 
ture so  that  no  reason  may  be  advanced 
for  complaint. 
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GINGER  ROGERS  brings  to  life  Christopher 
Morley's  amazing  best  seller,  Kitty  Foyle, the 
most  intimate  novel  about  a woman  ever  written 
by  a man.  It's  a truthful  confession  from  a 
WHITE-COLLAR  GIRL  whose  confessions  are  worth 
hearing.  It's  Kitty  Foyle,  emotionally  undress- 
ed, trying  to  explain  herself  to  herself...  A 
comedy  with  heartbreak;  a tragedy  with  laughs. . . 
The  Natural  History  of  a Woman...  It's  a picture 
no  man  should  miss,  no  woman  can  forget. 
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GINGER  ROGERS 

In  the  First  Great  Romance  of  the  White  Collar  Girl 
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Christopher  Morlefs  Natural  History  of  a Woman 
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DENNIS  MORGAN  -JAMES  CRAIG 

Eduardo  Cianneili  • Ernest  Cossart  • Gladys  Cooper 
Direaed  by  SAM  WOOE> 

Who  Made  ^Goodbye,  Mr/ chips  ' ' 

RKO  RADIO  PICTURE 
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Produced  by  David  Hempstead  • Harry  E.  Edington,  Executive  Producer 
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With  indications  that  it  will  I 
one  of  the  screen’s  all-time  ou 
standing  pictures,  “Citizen  Kant 
has  but  a short  time  more  befo] 
the  cameras.  The  word  arour 
the  RKO  Radio  studios  is  th; 
it’s  one  of  the  biggest  of  the  bi 
Early  release  is  planned,  as 
the  case  also  with  the  Alfrr 
Hitchcock-directed  “Mr.  and  Mrj 
Smith,”  starring  Carole  Lomba]| 


t ' 

► ^ : 4 rW 

mh 

* 1 f 

L - i • i.  4 

^fh 

* * # 

In  this  issue  . . . 


HOUSE  APPEAL:  “Interstate’s  New  Ty- 
ler Theatre  Has  Class  and  a Rosy  Out- 
look" 


TRAGEDY : “Dry  Rot — A Damaging  In- 
ference When  Public  Safety  Is  Involved" 
* 

EVOLUTION : “Thank  This  Mechanized 
Age  for  Your  Migratory  Patronage" 

« 

THRIFT:  “St.  Louis  Theatres  Find  Econ- 
omy in  New  Method  of  Coal  Firing” 


SWEET  PROFITS:  “Candy  Profits  Cut 
the  ‘Nut’  in  Picture  Theatre  Operation” 
* 

REJUVENATION : “Another  Gay  Nineties 
Theatre  Yields  to  the  Age  of  Modernity” 


DECORATION : “Relation  of  Interior 

Decoration  to  Ornamentation  Outdoors” 


EDUCATION : “The  Public  Learns  About 
Air  Conditioning  From  You” 


CINE  CLINIC:  “Detail  Your  Symptoms 
Fully  When  You  Phone  the  Doctor" 


SANITATION : “One  Sure-Fire  Investment 
for  Much  Improved  Public  Relations” 


20th-Fox  Production 
Parleys  Are  Set 

Hollywood — Annual  20th-Fox  produc- 
tion conferences  will  get  under  way  at  the 
studios  January  15  with  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
president,  and  Herman  Wobber,  general 
sales  manager,  coming  on  from  New  York 
for  the  sessions.  Preliminary  indications 
are  that  early  selling  will  prevail  next  sea- 
son because  of  the  anticipated  scramble 
for  contracts  under  the  consent  decree. 


Division  Heads  to  Tell  20th-Fox  • 
Force  About  Decree 

New  York — Every  member  of  the  20th- 
Pox  sales  force  will  be  thoroughly  familiar- 
ized with  the  workings  of  the  consent  de- 
cree now  in  effect.  Division  managers  re- 
cently attended  a meeting  at  the  home  of- 
fice where  Felix  Jenkins,  general  counsel, 
outlined  the  provisions.  These  division 
heads  will  tour  the  country  and  visit  each 
of  their  exchanges,  holding  meetings  with 
local  sales  forces  and  advising  them  on 
the  pros  and  cons  of  the  new  order  of 
selling  to  prevail  with  the  1941-42  season. 

In  addition,  Jenkins  is  having  printed 
special  manuals  simplitying  operations  un- 
der the  decree.  These  will  be  furnished  to 
all  sales  staffs  for  guidance  and  reference. 


More  Test  Runs  on  Heads  Gov't  Bureau 
"Land  of  Liberty"  To  Oversee  Decree 


New  York — The  remarkable  showing 
made  by  “Land  of  Liberty”  at  the  Rialto, 
Williamsport,  Pa.,  has  led  M-G-M  sales 
chieftains  to  set  three  additional  test  runs 
at  Memphis,  Evansville  and  Portland,  Ore., 
to  determine  a price  designation  for  its 
general  release  on  January  24.  All  pro- 
ceeds from  the  film,  which  is  a condensa- 
tion of  the  industry’s  official  contribution 
to  the  World’s  Fair  of  1940,  will  go  to  “war 
emergency  relief.” 

The  film  ran  as  a single  bill  at  regular 
prices  at  the  Rialto.  It  was  given  an  es- 
pecially strong  newspaper  and  exploitation 
campaign  with  excellent  cooperation  ex- 
tended by  schools  and  civic  groups.  The 
three-day  engagement,  which  ran  over  a 
Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  'Thursday  turned 
in  a gross  of  $300  higher  than  “Edison,  the 
Man;”  $200  better  than  “Third  Finger, 
Left  Hand;”  $100  better  than  “Waterloo 
Bridge;”  $600  under  “Babes  in  Arms”  and 
$625  under  “Judge  Hardy  and  Son.”  Each 
of  the  comparative  engagements  ran  four 
days,  extending  over  weekends. 


Washington — Robert  L.  Wright,  special 
assistant  to  the  attorney  general,  will  head 
the  bureau  which  is  to  be  set  up  in  the 
department  of  justice  to  oversee  the  opera- 
tion of  the  consent  decree. 

Only  a small  organization  to  handle  this 
work  is  planned  by  the  department,  which 
will  depend  upon  the  American  Arbitration 
Ass’n  for  information  as  to  the  workings 
of  the  arbitration  provisions  of  the  agree- 
ment which  last  month  virtually  ended  the 
government’s  prosecution  of  the  five  signa- 
tory distributors. 

Department  officials  explained  that  they 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  operation 
of  the  arbitration  machinery  itself.  All 
arbitration  cases  will  be  handled  by  the 
association,  which  will  fix  the  fees  to  be 
paid  arbiters  and  methods  of  conducting 
cases  in  conformity  with  the  procedure 
outlined  in  the  decree. 


Sam  Dembow  Injured 


“Wind"  Proceeds  to  England 

Atlanta — The  second  world  premiere  of 
“Gone  With  the  Wind”  at  the  Grand  here 
December  12  will  have  a price  of  $5  per 
seat,  the  proceeds  to  go  to  British  war  re- 
lief. The  opening  will  be  featured  with 
appearance  of  Vivien  Leigh  and  Hattie  Mc- 
Daniels, who  will  re-enact  a scene  from 
the  film. 


In  Trallic  Accident 

New  York — Sam  Dembow,  Paramount 
theatre  executive,  is  in  for  a siege  at  the 
Le  Roy  Sanitarium  as  the  result  of  an  ac- 
cident which  resulted  in  a broken  leg  and 
body  and  face  lacerations. 

It  happened  on  5th  Ave.  at  46th  St. 
when  Dembow  stepped  in  front  of  a taxi- 
cab. 


A REPUBLIC  PICTURE 

GENE  AUTRY.. 

JIMMY  DURANTEi 

MILLER^^ 


and  BARTON  MaclANE  • BARBARA  ALLEN  (VERA  VAGUE) 
GEORGE  "GABBY''  HAYES  • JEROME  COWAN  • MARY  LEE 
JOSEPH  SANTLEY-DIRECTOR 
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'W/C/lt  ATTRACf ION  YO 


>'oT"‘^fc,'”°^® 


O/v 


T/i/^  Is  a ‘Must’  • The  only  way  you 

con  appreciate  the  full  sock  of  its  story  and  the  ter- 
rific timeliness  of  its  dialogue,  Mr.  Showman,  is  to 


See  It!  See  It!  SEE  IT! 


ONLY  ONE  MAN  COULD  STAGE  A SPECTACLE  LIKE  THIS  - UNCLE  SAM 


mm 


ONLY 


ONE 


COMPANY 


COULD 


IT-  WARNER 


BROS.! 


FILM 


Foresight! 


No  company  in  the  world  could  make  this 
picture  today — it  had  to  be  made  6 years  ago 
for  you  to  have  it  now!... The  $100,000,000 
in  Battleships,  Destroyers,  Dive-Bombers,  Air- 
plane carriers  massed  for  Warner  Bros,  then, 
is  obviously  not  available  today! 


t 

Ornfi 

^PJ-eckies 


WEEK'S  LEADERSfflP  IS  TAKEN  BY  "ESCAPE" 


BOSTON 

Kenway — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t);  DaiK'iii;;' 

on  a Dime  (Para’t)  45 

Keith’s  Memorial — Mark  of  Z(»rro  (20th-Fox). 

2nd  wk. : l^addie  (RKO)  75 

Loew’s  Orpheum — Kseape  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk.; 

Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)  85 

Loew’s  State — Same  as  Orpheum 80 

Metropolitan— The  Letter  (WB) ; Tugrboat 

Annie  Sails  Affain  (WR)  100 

Paramount-Same  as  Fenway  55 


CHICAGO 

Apollo — The  Long:  Vo>ag:e  Home  (UA).  2nd  wk.  .100 
Chicago — The  Mark  of  Zorr<)  (20th-Fox). 


plus  stage  show  115 

Garrick — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t). 

3rd  loop  wk 145 

Oriental — Dance,  (firl.  Dance  (RKO),  i)lus 

stage  show  95 

Palace — You’ll  Fiinl  Out  (RKO);  ttneen  of 

Destiny  (RKO)  115 

Pfoosevelt — Howards  of  Virginia  (Col)  90 

State-Lake — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col), 

plus  stage  show  115 

Studio — The  Great  Beginning  (Artkino),  3rd 

wk..  1st  half  100 

Studio — Are  We  Civilized  (SR);  Captain  Moon- 
light (SR)  65 

United  Artists — 'rhird  Finger,  l.,eft  Haml 

(M-G-M).  2nd  wk 80 

CINCINNATI 

Albee— The  Letter  (WB)  110 

('apitol — North  West  Mounted  Poli<‘e  (Para’t). 

2nd  wk 110 

Grand — One  Night  in  the  Tropics  (Ihiiv) 90 

Keith’s — Escape  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 90 

I.yric — Dreaming  Out  Loud  (RKO) 85 

Palace — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO)  105 

Shubert — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 90 

CLEVELAND 

.\llen — Spring  Parade  (Univ).  2nd  wk 110 

Hippodrome — The  Letter  (WB)  120 

Lake — Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West  (RK()); 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox)  100 

Palace — One  Night  in  the  Tropics  (Univ).  plus 
Louella  Parsons  and  Hollywood  Revue  on 

stage  125 

State — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-DI)  100 

Stillman — The  (ircat  Dictator  (UA).  4th  wk....235 

DALLAS 

Capitol---Cherokee  Strip  (Para’t),  1st  part 85 

(’apitol — Sky  Murder  (M-G-M),  2nd  part 80 

Capitol — So  You  Won’t  Talk  (Col).  3rd  part..  90 
Majestic — Hangers  of  F'ortune  (Para’t).  i>ius 

Ted  Lewis  on  stage  135 

Palace — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M)  125 

Rialto — Dulcy  (M-G-M).  1st  half  90 

Rialto — Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para’t).  2nd  half. 100 
Tower — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t). 

3rd  wk 110 

DENVER 

Aladdin — Cit.v  for  ('oniiiiest  (WB),  after  wk. 

at  Denver  130 

Broadway — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M),  after  wk. 

at  Orplieurn  150 

Denham — .Arise,  .My  Love  (Para't)  130 

Denver — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox)',  Sandy 

Gets  Her  Man  (Univ)  )75 

Oriiheum — You’ll  Find  Out  (RK(r>);  Keiiied.v 

for  Riches  (RKO)  135 

Paramount — TiiRhoat  Annie  Sails  .\)-ai»  (WB); 

Melod.v  and  Moonli^iht  (Rep)  130 

Rialto — Spring:  Parade  (Univ).  after  wk.  at 
tlie  Denver  and  Aladdin:  Fii.iritive  From  a 
Prison  Camp  (Pol)  150 

DETROIT 

Adams — Mark  of  Zorro  (20tli-Fo.\ ).  2nd  wk. ; 

Young  Pe<)ple  (20th-Fox).  after  wk.  at  Fox... 110 
('inema — The  Ape  (Mono);  Human  Monster 

(Mono).  3rd  wk 130 

l*'ox — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox);  Blondie 

Plays  Cupid  (Col)  125 

Mi'higan — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t); 

A Night  at  Earl  Carroll’s  (Para’t) 175 

Palms-State — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t);  Flow- 
ing Gold  (WB).  after  wk.  at  Michigan 120 

Town — Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep);  Who 

Filled  Aunt  Maggie?  (Rep)  80 

Uni’’ed  Artists — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Sky 

^Murder  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Me  t <»f  Abilene  (Col);  (iir!  From 

(iod’s  Country  (Ren)  80 

(’ircle — North  West  Mounte<l  Police  (Para’t). 

.3rd  wk ..100 

Indiana — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO);  Charter 

Pilot  (20th-Fox)  105 

Loew’s- — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Blondie  Plays 

Cupid  (Col)  170 

T..>ric — Dispatch  From  lieuter’s  (WB).  plus 

stage  show  95 

KANSAS  CITY 

Ksfjuire — 'I’in  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  held  175 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Escape — 

Philadelphia  275 

Great  Dictator — 

Cleveland  235 

Tin  Pan  Alley — 

Los  Angeles  200 

Kansas  City  175 

North  West  Mounted  Police — 

New  Orleans  190 

Detroit  175 

Mark  of  Zorro — 

Denver  ; 175 

Bitter  Sweet — 

New  Orleans  175 

Indianapolis  (dual)  170 

Fantasia — 

New  York  City  (roadshow) 160 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Great  Dictator,  7th  wk..  New  York  City; 
5th  wk.,  Philadelphia;  4th  wk.,  Cleveland. 

North  West  Mounted  Police,  4th  wk.,  New 
York  City;  3rd  wk..  Chicago,  Dallas,  Min- 
neapolis, Indianapolis. 

l.ong  Voyage  Home,  4th  wk.,  Los  Angeles. 
Bitter  Sweet,  3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 

The  A|>e,  3rd  wk.,  Detroit. 


Midland — Arizona  (Col);  Nobody’s  Children 

(Col)  125 

Newman — City  for  Conquest  (WB) 90 

Orpheum — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO);  I’m  Still 

Alive  (RKO)  130 

Tower — Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ).  plus 

Luni  & Abner  on  stage  150 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  160 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox);  Gay 

Gahallero  (20th-Fox)  175 

Downtown — The  Letter  (WB).  2nd  wk 90 

Four  star — The  Long:  Voyage  Home  (UA), 

Ith  wk 70 

Hil.sireet — Too  .Man.v  Girls  (RKO);  Sandy 

Gets  Her  Man  (Univ)  lO'O 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  90 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  90 

Paramount — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t),  plus 

.ferry  Colonna  on  stage  175 

State — Same  as  Chinese  200 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — Tin  Fan  Alley  (20th-Fox);  Blondie 

Plays  Cupid  (Col)  135 

Riverside — The  Leather  Ihishers  (Univ),  plus 

Shep  Fields  on  stage  140 

strand — Escape  (M-G-Mi;  Diiley  (M  G-M) 110 

Warner — The  Letter  (WB),  Mexican  .Spitfire 

Out  West  (RKO)  115 

Wisconsin — Tin  Pan  Alle.v  (20th-Fox):  t’harter 
Pilot  (20th-Fox)  150 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Meet  the  Wildcat  (Univ);  AVorld  in 

Flames  (Para’t)  100 

Century — Nortli  M'est  Mounted  Police  (Para’t). 

3rd  wk 100 

Esciuire — Only  Angels  Have  M’ing.s  (Col). 

reissue  90 

Gopher — Christmas  in  July  (Para’t) 90 

Orpheum — Y'ou’Il  Find  Out  (RKO)  80 

State — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t)  85 

World — The  Great  Profile  (20th-Fox) 90 

NEW  HAVEN 

College— Escape  (M-G-M);  Blondie  Pla>s 

Cupid  (Col),  2nd  wk  105 

Loew-Poli — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M); 

Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)  105 

Paramount — Captain  Caution  (UA) ; Dancing 

on  a Dime  (Para’t)  75 

Roger  Sherman— South  of  Suez  (WB);  Always 
a Bride  (WB)  75 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Argentine  Nights  (Univ)  90 

Globe — City  for  Conquest  (WB)  80 

Liberty — Dance,  Giri,  Dance  (RKO) 100 

Loew’s — Bitter  .Sweet  (M-G-M)  175 

Orpheum — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO)  150 

Saenger — North  AVest  Mounted  Police  (Para’t) ..  190 
Tudor — Strike  lip  the  Band  (M-G-M) 90 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — The  Great  Dictator  (LTA),  7th  road- 
show wk 130 

Broadway — F'antasia  (Disney),  2nd  road- 
show wk 160 

Capitol — Same  as  Astor  120 

Criterion — Too  Many  Girls  (RKO) 130 

Globe — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col),  2nd  wk...l00 
Paramount — North  West  Mounted  Police 

(Para’t),  3rd  wk.,  plus  stage  show 150 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show  110 

Rialto — The  Great  Plane  Bobbery  (Col) 95 

Rivoli — Seven  Sinners  (Liniv)  100 

Roxy — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  150 

Strand — The  Letter  (WB).  plus  stage  show.... 130 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

2nd  wk 110 

Liberty — A Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ); 

Stagecoach  War  (Para't)  90 

Midwest — Arise,  My  Love  (Para't)  110 

State— Kit  Carson  (UA)  105 

Tower — Boom  Town  (M-G-M)  120 

Warner — The  Devil’s  Pipeline  (Univ) ; Yester- 
day’s Heroes  (20th-Pox)  95 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — ’The  Letter  (WB);  Mexican  Spit- 
fire Out  West  (RKO)  150 

Omaha — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

2nd  wk 100 

Orpheum— Dule.v  (M-G-M),  plus  Jan  Garber 

orchestra  and  Billy  Gilbert  on  stage 120 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  5th  wk 150 

Boyd — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 85 

Earle — Charter  Pilot  (20th-Fox),  plus  Laurel 

& Hardy  on  stage  115 

Fox — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk. . . 90 
Keith’s — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t),  2nd  run, 

2nd  wk 100 

Karlton — Escape  (M-G-M).  2nd  run  175 

Stanley— Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M) 80 

Stanton-— Kaniparts  We  AVateh  (RKO),  2nd  wk. . 80 

PITTSBURGH 

Barry — Niglit  Train  (20th-Fox);  The  Secret 

Seven  (Col)  120 

Fulton — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 115 

Penn — Escape  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk 90 

Ritz — Li’l  Ahiier  (RKO);  Cherokee  Strip 

(Para’t)  70 

Senator — One  Night  in  the  Tropics  (Univ) 70 

Stanley — Dulcy  (M-G-M).  plus  Laurel  & Hardy 

stage  show  100 

Warner — -The  Quarterback  (Para’t);  l.tad<lie 

(RKO)  85 


PROVIDENCE 

Albee — One  Night  in  the  Tropics  (Univ); 

I’m  Still  Alive  (RKO)  

Carlton — Seven  Sinners  (Univ);  Father  Is  a 


Prince  (FN),  2nd  wk 7U 

Fays — Youth  AVill  Be  Served  (20th-Fox); 

'Trailing  Double  Trouble  (Mono)  100 

Majestic — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox);  Aiwa  ■ s 

a Bride  (WB)  115 

State — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M);  Pass- 
port to  Alcatraz  (Col)  150 

.'^trand — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t):  Melody 

and  Moonlight  (Rep),  2nd  wk 100 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

< -apitol — Young  People  (20th-Fox);  (’herokee 

Strip  (Para’t)  ...  110 

Centre — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M)  125 

Rialto — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO).  held  2nd  wk..n5 

Studio — Esoai>e  (M-G-M)  125 

Utah — Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ);  Third 

Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M)  95 

Victory — Passport  to  Alcatraz  (Col);  Ragtime 
Cowboy  Joe  (Univ)  95 

SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse- -Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t);  ('hrist- 

mas  in  July  (Para’t).  2nd  wk 85 

Fifth  Avenue — Escape  (M-G-M);  Hullabaloo 

(M-G-M)  90 

Liberty — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col);  Black- 
out (UA)  90 

Music  Box — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M).  3rd  wk....  85 

Orpheum — South  of  Suez  (WB);  Little  Bit 

of  Heaven  (Univ)  90 

Palomar — Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep);  Always 

a Bride  (WB)  90 

Paramount — North  West  Mounted  Police 

(Para’t).  2nd  wk 90 
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is  the  only 
thing  that  could 
excitingly  unite 


BINNIE  BARNES  • ALLYN  JOSLYN  • GLORIA  DICKSON 

Based  upon  the  play  by  Edwin  Burke,  as  produced  by  Patterson  McNutt  • Screen 

Directed  by  ALEXANDER  HALL  ' Produced  by  William  Perlberg 


LEE  J.  COBB  • GLORIA  HOLDEN 

^Play  by  George  Seaton,  Ken  England,  P.J.  W olfson 

A COLUMBIA  PICTURE 


Columbia  gives  you  Rosalind  Russell  and 
Melvyn  Douglas... thrillingly  together  for 
the  first  time. . .at  the  very  height  of  their 
popularity. ..  in  a high-spirited  comedy 
show.. .a  miracle  of  marital  highjinks! 


"Litlle  3"  Dismissal 
Motion  Is  Denied 


New  York — Motions  by  counsel  for  UA, 
Universal  and  Columbia  to  dismiss  the 
government  suit  against  them,  to  sever 
the  action  as  it  relates  to  the  “Little 
Three’’  and  to  stay  the  Schine,  Griffith 
and  Crescent  suits  were  denied  Thursdcy 
by  Federal  Judge  Goddard  after  lengthy 
arguments  on  the  amended  and  supple- 
mental complaint. 

Defendants  were  granted  60  days  in 
which  to  answer  the  complaint,  file  bills 
of  particulars  or  move  again  to  dismiss. 
Demands  for  bills  must  be  filed  by  the  gov- 
ernment by  January  10. 

Directing  his  remarks  to  the  new  com- 
plaint, Louis  D.  Frohlich,  counsel  for  Co- 
lumbia, told  the  court  the  amended  bill 
was  not  issued  in  good  faith  and  that  the 
government  has  no  right  to  amend  its 
petition  based  on  the  consent  decree.  He 
cited  remarks  made  during  the  five-day 
hearing  of  the  trial  when  Thurman  Ar- 
nold declared  divorcement  was  the  main 
issue  of  the  suit.  He  also  referred  to  state- 
ments of  Paul  Williams  to  the  effect  that 
integration  is  a form  of  market  control. 

“This  amended  complaint,”  Frohlich 
stated,  “is  a most  remarkable  document. 
It  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Sherman  Act  in  which  a decree  is  entered 
in  which  nothing  is  said  about  restraint 
of  trade  but  only  lays  down  a formula  for 
the  future  of  the  industry.  This  suit 
should  be  a matter  for  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission  to  decide,  as  legally  it  cannot 
be  brought  under  the  Sherman  Act.” 

Columbia  counsel  then  pointed  out  the 
five  producer-exhibitors  had  total  assets  of 
$520,000,000  and  did  a gross  business  of 
$390,000,000  against  assets  of  $40,000,000 
for  the  “Little  Three,”  whose  gross  busi- 
ness tallied  $50,000,000. 

Sees  "Coercion"  in  Suit 

“The  only  reason  the  suit  has  been  filed 
against  the  ‘Little  Three’,”  Frohlich  con- 
tinued, “is  to  coerce  them  into  signing  the 
consent  decree  against  their  wishes.” 

That  Columbia  would  go  for  the  arbi- 
tration system  as  set  up  in  the  decree  if 
the  suit  was  dismissed  against  it  was  re- 
vealed by  Frohlich.  “We  don’t  want  to 
do  this,”  he  said,  “but  we  would  be  willing 
to  do  so  if  we  are  not  forced  to  sell  in 
blocks  of  five.”  He  emphasized  the  fact 
the  company  could  not  survive  with  this 
tyoe  of  selling  policy. 

Taking  up  the  cudgels  where  Frohlich 
left  off.  Edward  C.  Raftery.  renresenting 
UA  and  Universal,  stated  department  of 
iustice  representatives  approached  the 
“Little  Three”  before  the  suit  was  settled 
and  declared  they  should  be  on  the  gov- 
ernment’s side.  They  had  been  askf'd  to 
beln  in  the  disintegration  of  the  “Big  Fiv*^  ” 
but  when  this  failed  the  government  de- 
cided to  use  the  “Little  Three”  as  “guinea 
plo-s  to  operate  on.”  he  said. 

Raftery  added  the  examinations  before 
trial  proved  the  government  had  no  cau^e 
of  action  again.st  UA  and  Universal.  “We 
did  not  create  this  market.”  he  heM.  “We 
.sold  to  it  after  it  had  been  created  oti^er- 
wise  we  could  not  survive.”  This  came  up 
as  he  referred  to  the  government’s  charges 
that  the  “Little  Three”  favored  affiliated 
circuits  in  selling. 

Robert  L.  Wright,  assistant  to  the  attor- 
ney general,  pointed  out  in  rebuttal  the 
charges  made  might  be  nroperlv  brought 
at  another  time,  but  that  no  ha,si.<;  had 
been  shown  for  the  court  to  withhold  ap- 
proval of  the  decree.  The  court  agreed 
with  this  argument,  despite  obiections  by 
counsel  for  the  “Little  Three.” 


— Photo  by  Cosrno-Sileo 


As  Was  Anticipated — 

Robert  L.  Wright,  special  assistant  to 
the  attorney  general,  who  will  head 
the  specially  created  unit  in  the  de- 
partment of  justice  to  oversee  opera- 
tions of  the  consent  decree. 

(More  detail  on  page  21 1 


Wright  Names  Aides  in 
Decree  Supervision 

New  York — Robert  L.  Wright,  recently 
appointed  head  of  the  special  unit  to  su- 
pervise the  operations  of  the  consent  decree 
for  the  government,  indicated  while  here 
Thursday  such  men  as  J.  Stephen  Doyle, 
Frank  Cunningham,  Seymour  Simon  and 
John  F.  Clagett  will  assist  him  in  his  post, 
when  and  if  needed.  He  pointed  out  these 
men  have  been  on  the  case  during  the 
past  two  years  and  are  best  equipped  to 
handle  whatever  problems  arise. 


AAA  Lawyers  Devise 
Plainl  Filing  Forms 


New  York — The  AAA’s  law  department 
is  studying  a score  of  forms,  rough  drafts 
of  which  were  set  up  by  the  organization’s 
administrative  committee  at  its  first  meet- 
ing, and  all  of  which,  save  those  dealing 
with  finances  under  supervision  of  tribunal 
clerks,  are  designed  to  expedite  and  re- 
duce to  layman’s  terms  activity  in  respect 
to  filing  of  complaints  by  exhibitors. 

As  presently  constituted,  but  allowing 
for  revision  by  the  law  department,  the 
chronological  order  in  which  forms  will  be 
used  in  the  filing  of  complaints  is,  (1)  a 
submission  form  will  be  filled  out  by  ex- 
hibitors wishing  to  arbitrate  a dispute;  (2) 
upon  its  presentation  to  a tribunal  it  brings 
a return  cost  form  which  tells  the  exhibi- 
tor exactly  what  his  cost  will  be  for  that 
particular  arbitration  proceeding. 

The  submission  form  is  a simple,  non- 
technical paper.  The  cost  form  takes  into 
account  all  expenditures  necessary  for  the 
arbitration  without  consideration,  how- 
ever, of  outside  legal  services  employed  by 
the  complainant.  Additionally,  there  is  an 
appeals  form,  which,  although  also  striving 
for  simplicity,  is  a bit  more  involved  than 
the  other  documents.  The  financial  forms 
are  solely  for  the  use  of  tribunal  clerks,  so 
that  they  may  have  a constant  check  on 
the  traffic  of  disbursements,  filing  fees, 
fines,  etc. 

The  administrative  committee  appointed 
two  special  aides  on  legal  and  financial 
matters.  They  are  Sylvan  Gotshal  and  S. 
D.  Leidesdorf,  both  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. Gotshal  has  been  designated  as 
advisory  member  in  charge  of  leases  and 
other  legal  matters  arising  in  the  course 
of  administering  the  decree.  Leidesdorf  will 
advise  the  committee  on  the  financial  sys- 
tem which  the  AAA  is  installing.  Both 
will  serve  without  compensation.  The 
committee  also  designated  J.  Noble  Bra- 
den, AAA  executive  secretary,  as  executive 
director  of  the  31  motion  picture  tribunals. 


And  So  They  Gave  Him  a Dinner — 


Harry  Goldberg  presenting  the  “Memory  Book.”  to  Joseph  Bernhard,  general 
manager  of  the  Warner  circuit  whose  10th  anniversary  in  that  post  was  ob- 
served with  a dinner  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria.  Others  shown  here  are  Major 
Albert  Warner  and  I.  J.  Hoffman. 

(See  “Broadway”  page  29  for  those  who  attended) 
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Seek  $10,000,000  ior  Greek  Reliei — 

Harold  S.  Vanderbilt,  financier  and  philarithropist,  receives  the  congratula- 
tions of  Archbishop  Athenagoras  of  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church  in  North  and 
South  America,  upon  his  acceptance  of  the  honorary  chairmanship  for  the 
nationwide  appeal  launched  by  the  Greek  War  Relief  Ass’n.  Looking  on  is 
Spyros  P.  Skouras,  chairman  of  the  operating  committee.  Skouras  returned 
Thursday  from  a complete  tour  of  National  Theatres’  divisions. 


Demanding  "Protection" 
For  House  in  Paterson 

New  York — The  Warner  circuit  is  un- 
derstood demanding  protection  for  its  “A” 
house  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  over  Skouras’ 
theatre  in  Suffern,  The  Skouras  circuit  is 
reported  objecting. 

On  all  big  pictures,  the  Warner  house 
involved  has  been  getting  clearance,  but 
buyers  and  bookers  for  the  circuit  are  now 
said  to  be  demanding  a seven-day  clause 
written  into  new  contracts.  The  Warner 
circuit  also  has  a second  house  in  Pater- 
son and  claims  it  pays  more  in  film  rentals 
than  the  Skouras  unit  in  Suffern  which  is 
about  12  miles  from  the  New  Jersey  city. 
It  is  understood  legal  action  has  been 
threatened  if  the  clearance  is  given. 


Common  Theatre  Problems 
Occupy  Warner  Managers 

New  York — A discussion  of  common 
theatre  problems  occupied  the  attention 
of  Warner  circuit  zone  managers  and 
home  office  executives  at  a two-day  meet- 
ing at  the  home  office  presided  over  by 
Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager. 

Zone  managers  who  attended  were : 
James  Coston,  Chicago;  Nat  Wolf,  Cleve- 
land: I.  J.  Hoffman,  New  Haven;  Don  Ja- 
cocks,  Newark;  Moe  Silver,  Albany;  John 
J,  Payette,  Washington;  Herb  Copelan,  At- 
lantic City,  and  Howard  Waugh,  Memphis. 
Among  home  offi"e  executives  were  Clay- 
ton Bond,  Ed  Hinchy,  Leonard  Schlesinger, 
Harry  Goldberg,  Prank  Phelps,  Nat  Fell- 
man,  Abel  Vigard,  W.  Stewart  McDonald, 
Harry  Rosenquest,  Louis  Kaufman,  Sam 
Morris,  Herman  Maier  and  Frank  Cahill. 


Plan  O'Shea,  Bowen  Fete 

New  York — A testimonial  dinner  to  E. 
K.  O’Shea  and  Jack  Bowen,  both  of  whom 
have  been  promoted  to  higher  sales  posts 
by  M-G-M,  will  be  the  subject  of  a lunch- 
eon at  the  Hotel  Astor,  December  10.  at 
which  plans  for  the  affair  will  be  formu- 
lated. Harry  Brandt  is  chairman  of  the 
committee. 


B-51  Renames  Officers 
For  Two-Year  Terms 

New  York — Lou  Johnson  of  M-G-M, 
president:  Leo  Braun  of  Paramount,  vice- 
president;  Dave  Newman  of  Warner,  fi- 
nancial secretary  and  treasurer;  Gerard 
Lee  of  M-G-M,  recording  and  correspond- 
ing secretary,  and  August  Kubart  of 
M-G-M,  sergeant-at-arms,  have  been  re- 
elected to  these  posts  at  Local  B-51  for 
two  years.  The  annual  elections  were  held 
at  the  Capitol  Hotel,  December  2. 

Eight  were  named  to  the  executive  and 
grievance  board.  They  are  John  McKenna 
of  M-G-M,  Rubin  Beloff  of  20th-Fox,  Wil- 
liam Lytle  of  RKO,  Walter  Wuinone  of  Co- 
lumbia, Harry  Newman  of  UA,  Conrad 
Forschner  of  Paramoimt,  John  Cronin  of 
Universal  and  Jack  Lewin  of  Republic.  To 
the  board  of  trustees  the  following  were 
elected:  Rose  Gunty,  Murray  Engel  and 
Betty  Shea. 


ITOA  Labor  Talk 

New  York — ^The  ITOA  will  hold  a regu- 
lar meeting  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  December 
11,  and  is  expected  to  discuss  the  status  of 
labor  negotiations  with  Local  306,  projec- 
tionists’ union,  contracts  with  which  have 
not  been  renewed  since  September.  Al- 
though there  is  a 10-year  master  contract 
between  both  parties,  it  calls  for  negotia- 
tions of  wages  and  working  conditions  each 
September. 

'"NWMP"  Startles 

Para't  and  Charleroi 

New  York — The  Paramount  publicity 
staff  is  excited  about  a wire  from  Bob 
Coyle  of  the  Coyle  Theatre,  Charleroi, 
Pa.  It's  all  about  ’’North  West  Mounted 
Police"  breaking  the  house  record  of  12 
years'  standing.  Now,  if  that  isn't  some- 
thing to  get  excited  about,  maybe  this 
is:  Charleroi  has  a population  of  10,700. 
Paid  admissions  for  the  "NWMP"  en- 
gagement were  13,693. 

VS  ■ - 


Navy  Print  Demands 
May  Be  Increased 


Washington  — Motion  pictures  shown 
before  enlisted  men  of  the  Navy  on  vessels 
and  at  shore  stations  during  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  last,  cost  a total  of 
$386,631,  it  is  disclosed  by  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  chief  of  the  bureau  of  naviga- 
tion, Rear  Admiral  Chester  W,  Nimitz. 

The  federal  government,  however,  con- 
tributed only  $199,994  of  this  sum,  the  re- 
mainder being  taken  from  the  profits  of 
ships’  stores,  post  exchanges  and  other  ac- 
tivities, with  a small  contribution  from 
the  Army  Transport  Service  and  the  Coast 
Guard,  which  show  pictures  secured 
through  the  Navy  exchange. 

Because  of  the  increased  number  of  ves- 
sels in  service,  the  department  last  year 
secured  three  prints  of  each  picture  dis- 
tributed, instead  of  two  as  theretofore. 
Since  the  writing  of  the  report,  just  made 
public,  the  number  of  vessels  in  service 
has  further  increased  and  new  naval  bases 
have  been  secured  from  England,  with  in- 
dications that  the  consequent  expansion  of 
service  may  make  it  necessary  further  to 
increase  the  number  of  prints. 

Pictures  shown  naval  personnel.  Admiral 
Nimitz  assured  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
are  carefully  selected  with  a view  to  suit- 
ability of  the  subject  matter  and  presenta- 
tion and  the  audience  to  which  they  are  to 
be  shown.  No  mention  was  made  of  any 
films  which  the  Navy  did  not  find  suitable, 
however. 


Trade's  Charities  Group 
Pledges  Aid  to  Greece 

New  York — The  industry’s  permanent 
Charities  Committee  of  which  Samuel 
Goldwyn  is  chairman  will  give  “all  pos- 
sible aid”  to  the  Greek  War  Relief  Ass’n 
in  its  nationwide  appeal  for  $10,000,000, 
Goldwyn  has  informed  Harold  S.  Vander- 
bilt, the  association’s  national  honorary 
chairman.  He  added  it  is  “particularly 
gratifying”  to  be  able  to  extend  coopera- 
tion to  Spyros  P.  Skouras,  national  presi- 
dent of  the  relief  organization. 

Among  the  members  of  the  National 
Citizens  Committee,  which  is  sponsoring 
the  fund-raising  effort,  are  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck,  Harry  M.  and  Jack  L.  Warner, 
David  O.  Selznick,  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  J. 
Myer  Schine,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  George 
J.  Schaefer,  E.  C.  Rhoden,  Phil  Reisman, 
Mike  Naify,  Louis  B.  Mayer,  Charles  E. 
McCarthy,  M.  A.  Lightman,  Arthur  W. 
Kelly,  John  W.  Hicks  jr.,  E.  C.  Grainger, 
Goldwyn,  Harry  L.  Gold,  William  Goetz, 
H.  J.  Fitzgerald,  S.  H.  Fabian,  Sam  Dem- 
bow,  John  Balaban  and  others. 


WB  Tieup  With  Erpi 
Formally  Dissolved 

Hollywood — Although  Warner  discon- 
tinued use  of  Western  Electric  sound  re- 
cording several  years  ago,  it  was  only  on 
Wednesday  that  Harry  M.  Warner  form- 
ally declared  all  existing  contracts  between 
his  company  and  its  domestic  and  foreign 
subsidiaries  and  Erpi  had  been  discon- 
tinued by  mutual  agreement.  His  state- 
ment, incidentally,  follows  the  arrival  of 
Joseph  H.  Hazen,  Warner  executive,  on 
Monday  from  the  east. 

The  Warner  studio  uses  RCA  Photo- 
phone. 
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\^ARNER  circuit  zone  managers  and 
members  of  the  home  office  execu- 
tive staff  who  were  hosts  to  Joseph  Bern- 
hard,  general  manager  of  the  chain,  at  a 
dinner  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  in  com- 
memoration of  his  10th  anniversary  with 
the  company,  included  Moe  Silver,  Nat 
Wolf,  Howard  Waugh,  James  Coston,  Don 
Jacocks,  I.  J.  Hoffman,  Ted  Schlanger, 
Harry  Kalmine,  John  J.  Payette,  Herb 
Copelan,  Clayton  E.  Bond,  J.  M.  Brennan, 
Prank  E.  Cahill,  Nat  Fellman,  Jules  Girden, 
Harry  Goldberg,  Edward  E.  Hinchy,  Louis 
J.  Kaufman,  Sam  E.  Morris,  Herman 
Maier,  Harry  Mayer,  W.  Stewart  McDon- 
ald, Prank  Phelps,  Harold  Rodner,  Harry 
Rosenquest,  Leonard  Schlesinger,  Abel 
Vigard,  M.  Blackman,  Jules  Levey,  Rudy 
Weiss,  Ben  Wirth  and  Lou  Brager. 

Others  there  were  Major  Albert  Warner, 
Sam  Schneider,  Sam  Carlisle,  Carl  Leser- 
man,  Herman  Starr,  Mort  Blumenstock, 
Stanleigh  P.  Friedman,  Harold  S.  Bareford, 
R.  W.  Perkins,  Miles  Alben,  H.  Levinson, 
Morris  Ebenstein,  Joe  Hummel,  Karl  Mac- 
donald, Roy  Haines,  Ben  Kalmenson,  Al 
Schwalberg,  Arthur  Sachson,  Arthur  J. 
Siegel,  T.  J.  Martin,  W.  S.  Halliday,  Frank 
L.  Gates,  Barney  Klawans,  Herman  Levine, 
Max  Friedman,  Sol  Bragin,  Alex  Halpern, 
Frank  Damis,  Max  Hoffman,  Lester  Krie- 
ger,  Harry  Feinstein,  George  Crouch, 
Ralph  W.  Budd,  A.  C.  Brauninger,  Mike 
Dolid,  Jack  Schwartz,  Frank  Marshall,  Don 
Sherwood,  W.  G.  Wallace,  Martin  F.  Ben- 
nett, Harry  Kaplowitz,  Moe  Henry,  Dan 
Triester,  Lou  Siegel,  Ray  Hewlett,  Harry 


Two  Farewells:  One  for  Reeve  and  One  for  Bergman — 

The  retiring  advertising  manager  of  20th  Century-Fox  was  guest  at  an  informal  dinner  at  the  Tower  Club  in  the  Park 
Central  Hotel  where  approximately  55  men  gathered  to  bid  Arch  Reeve  well  as  he  prepared  to  return  to  Hollywood.  Above, 
Charles  E.  McCarthy  presents  him  with  a watch  as  Al  Wilkie  and  Jerome  Beatty  look  on.  Below,  attentive  ears  bend  toward 
the  discs  which  recorded  the  informal  speeches  so  that  Reeve  might  have  them  for  posterity. 

Earlier  that  same  day,  over  100  members  of  Columbia’s  headquarters  staff  gathered  in  the  East  Ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Astor 
for  a similar  purpose,  their  guest  of  honor  being  Maurice  A.  Bergman,  retiring  director  of  advertising  and  publicity,  who,  on 
Monday,  assumed  Reeve’s  post  at  20th  Century-Fox.  He,  too,  got  a watch. 


Kaestner,  Joe  Tisman,  Leonard  Ormaner 
and  A.  Rockvam. 

Monroe  Greenthal  is  due  back  from  the 
coast  and  a publicity  conference  with  UA 
producers  over  the  weekend  . . . George 
P.  Dembow  is  back  at  his  National  Screen 
office,  taking  it  warily  and  easily  after  his 
recent  hospitalization  . . . Jules  Girden, 
Warner  circuit  executive,  entered  Manhat- 
tan General  Hospital  Thursday  for  a 


major  operation.  He  figures  to  be  on  the 
sick  list  for  six  weeks  . . . Jack  Levin,  head 
of  the  Copyright  Protection  Bureau,  and 
the  activities  of  the  CPB,  were  the  sub- 
ject of  a feature  article  in  the  amusement 
section  of  the  Sunday  Times  . . . Leon  D. 
Netter,  Paramount  theatre  executive,  is  on 
a business  trip  through  the  south.  In  At- 
lanta his  conference  is  with  Arthur  Lucas, 
W.  K.  Jenkins  and  R.  B.  Wilby,  then  to 
Jacksonville  for  a confab  with  E.  J.  Sparks, 


thence  to  Miami  to  talk  with  S.  A.  Lynch 
. . . Henry  King,  20th  Century-Fox  direc- 
tor, is  here  from  the  coast  on  a business- 
pleasure  trip. 

Edgar  W.  Lloyd,  distributor  of  ‘‘Merry 
Wives,”  is  on  a sales  trip  through  the  mid- 
dle west  . . . Pauline  Kelen,  switchboard 
operator  at  the  Walter  Reade  office,  is  due 
back  Monday  from  a vacation  in  Florida 
(Continued  on  page  34) 
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— Metropolitan  Photos 

Now  Is  Fact — 

For  a couple  of  vionths,  the  chatter 
writers  have  been  concerning  them- 
selves about  the  romance  between  Lu- 
cille Ball  and  Desi  Arnaz.  Now  they 
can  rest  easily,  for  the  couple  has  tied 
the  knot.  They  met  as  members  of  the 
cast  of  “TOO  Many  Girls.” 


More  Producers,  UA 
New  Season  Theme 


New  York — UA’s  production  theme  for 
1941-42  will  be  "it  is  better  to  have  15  to 
18  producers,  each  contributing  one  pic- 
ture than  one  producer  making  or  super- 
vising 15  to  18  pictures."  So  spoke  Mur- 
ray Silverstone,  chief  of  world  operations, 
upon  his  return  from  a stockholders’  meet- 
ing on  the  coast. 

One  of  the  first  things  he  did  at  the 
press  confab  was  nip  in  the  bud  any  and 
all  reports  that  the  Samuel  Goldwyn  and 
Douglas  Fairbanks  stock  in  UA  had  been 
offered  for  sale  at  the  coast  meeting.  An- 
other topic  he  gave  his  views  on  freely, 
normally  taboo,  was  the  Goldwyn  suit. 
“Relations  have  improved"  to  the  point, 
he  prophesied  that  a settlement  may  be 
worked  out.  He  emphasized  he  was  not 
speaking  for  Goldwyn. 

Possibly  the  highlight  of  his  predictions 
on  the  effect  of  the  consent  decree,  which 
UA  is  not  and  "never  will  be"  a party  to, 
is  that  the  document  is  a "blessing  in  dis- 
guise” insofar  as  better  product  is  con- 
cerned. "It  will  bring  pictures  to  a true 
level,”  he  declared,  his  view  being  there 
will  be  a greater  concentration  on  each 
production  in  order  to  secure  better  play- 
ing time  in  a domestic  market.  In  this 
connection  he  frowns  on  reports  some  dis- 
tributors may  lead  off  blocks  of  five  with 
a big  picture  and  include  two  or  three  weak 
sisters  to  complete  the  unit. 

With  negotiations  under  way  for  four 
new  producers,  bringing  the  total  to  18, 
UA  is  planning  its  1941-42  season  with  the 
smallest  number  of  releases  in  its  history 
— possibly  limited  to  18.  Although  the 
matter  of  a formal  sales  policy  will  not  be 
formulated  until  all  UA  producers  have 
been  consulted,  the  company  may  adopt  a 
flexible  plan  that  will  pennit  it  to  sell  in 
large  blocks  as  at  present,  or  in  units 
somewhat  like  those  offered  by  the  “Big 


Five.”  It  is  Silverstone's  belief,  however, 
a full  year’s  operation  of  selling  unaer  the 
decree  will  have  to  pass  until  a lair  ap- 
praisal of  exhibitor  opinion  can  be  had. 

Because  UA  has  no  right  to  rely  on  any 
income  from  the  foreign  markets  its  pro- 
ducers must  be  “extremely  careful”  on 
how  they  invest  in  new  pictures,  he  says. 
Toward  that  end  a committee  of  UA’s 
producers  has  been  formed,  with  Walter 
Wanger  as  chairman,  to  exchange  ideas 
on  pertinent  topics  relative  to  the  domes- 
tic market.  Improved  merchandising  of 
product,  avoiding  “bottlenecks"  in  releases 
as  well  as  similarity  in  themes,  and  de- 
velopment of  new  faces  are  among  ideas 
that  will  be  discussed  at  weekly  sessions, 
he  states. 

Because  of  the  hardships  the  company’s 
personnel  in  England  is  going  through,  450 
employes  will  receive  a Christmas  cash 
bonus,  Silverstone  adds.  He  also  said  the 
producers’  profit-sharing  plan  is  “working 
out”  to  exeryones’  satisfaction  and  will 
probably  be  extended  beyond  the  end  of 
1941,  when  the  current  agreement  expires. 


"Dictator"  General  Release 
Planned  After  Christmas 

New  York — “The  Great  Dictator”  will 
be  withdrawn  from  all  special,  pre-release, 
advance-admission  engagements  around 
Christmas  and  put  in  general  release 
shortly  thereafter  at  popular  prices,  with 
UA  "discouraging”  exhibitors  to  boost 
scales  for  engagements,  according  to  Ar- 
thur W.  Kelly,  general  sales  manager.  The 
picture  will  undoubtedly  be  sold  at  50  per 
cent,  he  added,  but  this  will  be  contingent 
upon  a conference  with  Charles  Chaplin 
first.  A number  of  six  month  clearance 
agreements  that  were  set  up  in  September 
for  the  pre-release  bookings  are  currently 
being  cleaned  up,  he  said. 

"The  Great  Dictator”  wound  up  its 
seventh  and  last  week  at  the  Capitol  with 
close  to  $29,000,  as  compared  with  a sixth 
week  of  $46,000.  The  film  hit  $10,000  the 
seventh  week  at  the  Astor,  where  it  is  be- 
ing shown  two-a-day  at  $2.20  top.  This 
stacks  up  with  $14,000  the  previous  week. 
It  continues  at  the  latter  house  indefi- 
nitely. 


Funeral  Services  Held 
For  Maurice  Saunders 

Pittsburgh — Funeral  services  were  held 
Saturday  at  St.  Raphael  Church  for  Mau- 
rice Edward  Saunders,  84,  father  of  E.  M. 
Saunders,  western  division  manager  for 
M-G-M.  In  addition  to  the  M-G-M  ex- 
ecutive, Saunders  is  survived  by  a brother, 
William  of  Buffalo,  and  a sister,  Stella, 
of  this  city.  The  M-G-M  sales  executive’s 
family  came  on  from  New  York  for  the 
funeral. 

E.  M.  Saunders  rushed  here  from  Chi- 
cago when  word  reached  him  of  his 
father's  serious  condition.  He  was  sched- 
uled to  return  to  the  Windy  City  over  the 
weekend  to  complete  business  matters  in- 
terrupted by  his  departure. 


Legion  ol  Decency  Will 
Ask  Pledge  Renewals 

New  York — Thousands  of  the  faithful 
were  expected  to  renew  the  Legion  of 
Decency  pledges  in  Catholic  churches 
throughout  the  nation,  over  the  weekend. 
The  Legion  sees  in  the  renewal  at  this 
time  “great  significance”  because  of  the 
“increasing  objectionable  tendencies”  found 
in  recent  product  by  the  Bishops’  Com- 
mittee on  Motion  Pictures  which  met  in 
Washington  recently. 


Slot  Film  Production 
Orients  to  the  East 


New  York — As  borne  out  in  earlier  pre- 
dictions, the  first  tangible  evidence  that 
production  of  coin-in-the-slot  films  will  be 
largely  centered  in  the  east  is  a contract 
signed  between  Cinemasters,  recently  or- 
ganized by  Dick  Hyland  and  Arthur  Leon- 
ard and  the  James  Roosevelt-Gordon  Mills 
Soundie  Distributing  Corp.  of  America. 

The  deal  calls  for  Cinemasters  to  pro- 
duce eight  reels,  each  to  combine  eight 
bits  featuring  name  bands,  singers  and 
specialty  acts,  known  as  “Soundies.”  The 
subjects  will  be  produced  at  the  Fox  Movie- 
tone Studios.  The  Roosevelt-Mills  com- 
pany will  produce  additional  subjects  on 
the  coast.  However,  Cinemasters  will  be 
the  company’s  eastern  production  unit. 

N.  H.  “Jack”  Brower,  former  coast  dis- 
trict manager  for  Warner,  is  general  man- 
ager for  Soundies.  He  came  on  from  Hol- 
lywood to  close  the  deal  and  expressed  the 
view  the  type  of  talent  required  for  auto- 
matic slot  machine  films  is  predominantly 
in  New  York  and  difficult  to  obtain  on  the 
coast. 


Eligible  for  Two  Paramount 
Dividends  Same  Quarter 

New  York — ^Following  the  recent  decla- 
ration of  a dividend  on  Paramount’s  com- 
mon, market  experts  familiar  with  the 
company’s  charter  say  they  have  dis- 
covered holders  of  the  preferred  are  eli- 
gible to  receive  two  dividends  in  the  same 
quarter. 

Although  the  recently  declared  common 
dividend  was  the  third  successive  voted  by 
the  board,  the  common  has  not  yet  been 
put  on  a regular  dividend  basis.  Under 
terms  of  an  unusual  provision  in  the  char- 
ter, stockholders  converting  their  pre- 
ferred into  common  during  the  week  just 
passed  will  receive  the  accrued  portion  of 
the  preferred  dividend  for  the  quarter  and 
will  also  get  the  full  common  dividend  of 
15  cents  per  share. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Mr.  R,  Comes  to  Town — 

A case  of  Gene  Raymond  visiting  New 
York  to  rejoin  his  wife,  Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald. He  finished  a role  in  “Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith”  for  RKO  before  heading 
eastward. 


30 


BOXOFFICE  : : December  7,  1940 


Edward  Small  presents 


LOUIS  HAYWARD  • lOAN  BENNETT 

.///.GEORGE  SANDERS 
FLORENCE  BATES  • MONTAGU  LOVE 

icreenphty  hyCeorge Bruce  • JiredeJ  hyRau  lninl  V J.ee 
a Kowlenid  V.  Lee  f)roclNctio)i 
Released  thru  UNITED  ARTISTS 


More  thrilling,  more  romantic  than 
THE  COUNT  OF  MONTE  CRISTO! 


Reserves  Decision 
In  Goldwyn  Suit 


New  York — Most  important  court  news 
of  the  week  was  the  argument  in  Samuel 
Goldwyn’s  suit  against  UA  which  resulted 
in  Federal  Judge  Edward  A.  Conger  re- 
serving decision.  UA  was  seeking  to  dis- 
miss Goldwyn’s  second  amended  complaint 
or  to  force  the  producer  to  comply  with 
an  order  of  Judge  Vincent  L.  Leibell  in 
which  he  ruled  Goldwyn  must  separately 
state  and  number  his  causes  of  action. 

An  application  by  Goldwyn  to  examine 
Alexander  Korda  before  trial  resulted  in  a 
reserved  decision,  which  will  be  held  in 
abeyance  until  the  dismissal  application  is 
decided.  Then  Judge  Conger  will  set  a 
date  for  the  examination  in  New  York, 
which  if  inconvenient  to  Korda,  will  re- 
sult in  the  examination  being  conducted 
in  California  by  deposition. 

Other  Court  News 

The  appellate  division  of  the  supreme 
court  has  reserved  decision  after  three 
hours’  argument  on  application  of  the 
American  Guild  of  Musical  Artists  to  up- 
set Supreme  Court  Justice’s  Aaron  Steuer’s 
decision  in  refusing  to  grant  it  an  injunc- 
tion against  the  American  Federation  of 
Musicians’  threat  to  call  out  its  men  on 
strike  if  AGMA  instrumentalists  fail  to  re- 
sign and  join  the  AFM.  The  threatened 
strike  of  the  SAG  and  AGRA  to  back 
AGMA  will  be  held  in  abeyance  pending 
decision  of  the  appellate  court. 

Helen  Twelvetrees  has  filed  a $100,000 
libel  action  in  the  supreme  court  against 
RKO,  claiming  the  company’s  picture,  “I’m 
Still  Alive”  is  a take-off  on  her  life  with 
her  former  husband.  Jack  Woody,  a Holly- 
wood stunt  man.  She  claims  the  film  is  so 
advertised  by  RKO  and  seeks  an  injunc- 
tion against  its  exhibition. 

Trial  of  Joseph  M.  Schenck  and  Joseph 
H.  Moskowitz  for  alleged  perjury  and  vio- 
lation of  income  taxes  by  the  government 
has  been  put  over  to  December  9 in  the 
federal  court.  Suit  will  probably  not  be 
tried  before  late  January,  according  to 
government  attorneys. 

Joseph  Krimsky  has  applied  to  the  su- 
preme court  for  permission  to  examine 
Gabriel  Pascal  before  trial  in  connection 
with  his  $100,000  breach  of  contract  suit 
against  the  producer,  claiming  Pascal  had 
failed  to  turn  over  the  distribution  of 
“Pygmalion”  in  this  hemisphere  to  him. 
Krimsky  says  he  lent  Pascal  $5,000  in  1933 
under  an  agreement  giving  him  a 50  per 
cent  interest  plus  American  distribution 
rights  to  any  picture  produced  by  Pascal 
in  the  future. 

Suit  by  Joris  Ivens  and  John  Ferno,  in- 
dependent producers,  against  New  York 
University  and  the  Alfred  P.  Sloan  Foun- 
dation for  $25,000  on  alleged  breach  of 
contract,  has  been  settled.  Settlement 
gives  plaintiff  complete  victory  with  de- 
fendants agreeing  to  reimburse  plaintiffs 
and  their  staffs  in  full  for  salaries  due. 
Plaintiffs  were  on  work  in  two  pictures 
under  a contract  guaranteeing  them  em- 
ployment to  January  1,  1941,  when  they 
were  discharged  June  17.  Harold  J.  Sher- 
man of  Fitelson  and  Mayers  represented 
them. 

Justice  Isidor  Wasservogel  in  the  su- 
preme court  has  ordered  examination  be- 
fore trial  of  Andre  R.  Heymann,  nresident 
of  French  Cinema  Center  and  French 
Film  Import  Co.,  in  connection  with  Harry 
Silverstein’s  suit.  The  plaintiff,  a stock- 
holder, charges  waste  and  mismanagement, 
says  that  French  Cinema  is  insolvent  and 
asks  appointment  of  a receiver. 


DAVID  E.  ROSE 


Five  Film  Corporations' 
Stock  Redistributed 

Washington — Changes  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  stocks  of  five  film  corporations  are 
disclosed  by  the  securities  and  exchange 
commission  in  its  first  semi-monthly  sum- 
mary of  the  transactions  of  officers  and 
directors  of  corporations  for  October. 

Two  of  the  transactions  were  1,000 
shares  or  better,  the  summary  showing 
the  following: 

Consolidated  Film  Industries:  Disposi- 
tion of  160  shares  of  part  preferred  stock 
by  E.  H.  Seifert,  Fort  Lee,  N.  J.,  director, 
reducing  his  holdings  to  400  shares. 

Paramount  Pictures:  Acquisition  of  2,- 
500  shares  of  common  stock  by  Stanton 
Griffis,  director.  New  York,  increasing  his 
interest  to  6,500  shares. 

Radio-Keith-Orpheum:  Disposition  by 
Radio  Corporation  of  America  of  928 
shares  of  common  stock.  At  the  close  of 
the  month,  RCA’s  interest  in  the  com- 
pany consisted  of  316,328  shares  of  com- 
mon stock,  555,254  warrants  for  common 
stock  and  44,757  shares  of  preferred  stock. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox:  Disposition  of 
1,000  shares  of  common  stock  by  Sidney 
R.  Kent,  officer.  New  York,  reducing  his 
holdings  to  1,180  shares. 

Universal  Corp.:  Acquisition  of  200 
common  voting  trust  certificates  by  Pres- 
ton Davie,  director.  New  York,  increas- 
ing his  interest  to  2,400  certificates  held 
direct  and  26,500  held  through  the  Stand- 
ard Capital  Company. 


Disney  Seen  Planning 
"Fantasia"  Road  Dates 

New  York — The  Disney  organization  is 
checking  out  of  New  York  theatres  for 
roadshow  dates  on  “Fantasia”  but  has 
made  no  decisions  as  yet,  according  to  Roy 
Disney. 

Indicating  that  Washington,  Boston, 
Chicago  and  Philadelphia  are  next  contem- 
plated, however,  is  the  fact  Prank  Braden 
has  been  assigned  advance  publicity  cam- 
paigns covering  those  keys. 


Delay  Board  Meet 

New  York — Scheduled  to  meet  Decem- 
ber 4,  the  Loew  board  postponed  its  regu- 
lar monthly  meeting  until  next  Wednes- 
day. The  annual  stockholders’  meeting 
will  not  be  held  until  next  month,  prior  to 
which  the  annual  fiscal  report  will  be 
made  available.  Accountants  are  now 
working  on  this  report  which  has  been  de- 
layed due  to  reported  changes  in  the  au- 
diting system  because  of  the  war. 


Courage  of  British 
Termed  "Amazing" 


New  York — In  an  interview  marked 
with  a larger  degree  of  interest  generated 
by  his  eyewitness  accounts  of  London 
bombings  than  film  conditions  on  the  tight 
little  isle,  David  Rose,  Paramount’s  man- 
aging director  in  London,  expressed  amaze- 
ment at  the  fortitude  of  the  English  peo- 
ple in  withstanding  the  ordeal  they  are 
undergoing  at  the  hands  of  the  German 
Luftwaffe. 

Rose,  deadly  serious,  but  with  an  ease 
that  belied  numerous  narrow  escapes  from 
air  raids,  sought  to  implant  the  English- 
man’s frame  of  mind  with  which,  appar- 
ently, he  himself  has  become  imbued. 
“There  is  not  a single  moment’s  hesitation 
over  what  they  believe  the  outcome  will  be. 
If  there  is  any  concern  it  is  what  will  hap- 
pen after  it’s  over.”  The  latter  reference 
was  to  the  problem  of  rebuilding  the  coun- 
try from  the  war’s  property  damage. 

Currently,  he  said,  the  English  govern- 
ment is  guaranteeing  to  exhibitors  the  full 
cost  of  repairing  damage  to  theatres.  Al- 
though the  money  is  not  available  at  once, 
he  added,  the  bills  will  be  paid  at  the  end 
of  the  war.  In  this  connection  he  pointed 
out  that  about  200  London  theatres  are 
closed,  most  of  them  due  to  effects  of  air 
raids.  However,  approximately  1,600  oth- 
ers continue  to  operate. 

London  Grosses  75%  Off 

For  this  reason.  Rose  declared,  coupled 
with  stringent  observance  of  blackout 
regulations  at  5:30  p.  m.,  each  day,  thea- 
tre business  in  London  is  about  75  per  cent 
off.  Theatres  must  close  at  9 p.  m.  His 
description  of  patrons  pouring  out  of  thea- 
tres into  pitch  dark  streets  was  not  with- 
out irony  as  he  spoke  of  standing  on 
Broadway  one  evening  “just  to  look  at  the 
lights.”  Although  London  business  is  only 
25  per  cent  of  normal,  theatres  in  the 
provinces  are  playing  to  near  capacity  at 
all  shows,  he  said.  This  factor  has  made 
possible  a 10  per  cent  increase  in  Para- 
mount’s volume  of  business  over  the  pre- 
ceding year,  he  added. 

Production  of  all  companies  is  being  ser- 
iously hampered  through  difficulties  in 
casting.  Rose  asserted.  Paramount  ex- 
pects to  start  “Hatter’s  Castle”  in  about  30 
days,  possibly  with  Leslie  Howard  in  the 
lead  role.  Another  unnamed  production 
starring  Clive  Brook  is  also  on  the  sched- 
ule. The  majors  are  doing  their  best  to 
conform  to  the  quota  requirements  under 
existing  conditions,  but  are  doing  it  on  a 
monetary  basis.  Paramount  will  probably 
produce  four  pictures  this  season  as  com- 
pared with  eight  last  year. 

Although  he  has  had  no  official  notifi- 
cation, Rose  was  of  the  opinion  the  Brit- 
ish government  will  fix  about  $13,000,000 
as  the  total  permitted  for  transfer  to  this 
country  in  partial  payment  of  film  rentals. 
The  figure  is  based  on  eight  companies, 
including  Universal.  Paramount’s  blocked 
money,  he  said,  is  being  utilized  to  amor- 
tize debentures  on  theatre  properties. 

Rose  is  presently  on  the  coast,  visiting 
his  family.  It  is  his  first  trip  to  this  coun- 
try in  a year.  After  about  a month’s  stay 
on  the  coast  he  expects  to  return  to  Lon- 
don. 

“I’m  really  anxious  to  get  back,”  he  said. 
“It’s  very  exciting.” 


Will  Hays  Expected 
New  York — Will  H,  Hays  is  due  from 
Hollywood  Monday  after  a stopover  at 
Sullivan,  Ind.,  his  home  town,  on  the  way 
east. 
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SELLOUT  of  the  900  seats  for  the  Va- 
riety Club’s  banquet  December  12  is 
announced  by  club  officials.  Postmaster- 
General  Frank  Walker  has  accepted  the  in- 
vitation to  fill  the  guest  of  honor’s  chair. 
Ben  Bernie  will  be  m.  c.  And  new  feature 
will  be  a souvenir  program  book  that  con- 
tains the  figure  of  a barker,  which  can  be 
used  as  a desk  ornament.  Charlie  Good- 
win and  his  aides  get  the  credit  for  the 
idea. 

Film  men  were  among  the  first  to  send 
get-well-quick  letters  to  former  Attorney- 
General  William  A.  Schnader  when  he  col- 
lapsed while  arguing  a case  before  the 
state  supreme  court.  He  has  been  a promi- 
nent figure  in  much  of  the  local  industry’s 
litigation  . . . The  Showinen’s  Variety 
Jubilee  is  amply  and  buxomly  represented 
at  the  Embassy  this  week.  Among  the 
decorative  damsels  there  are  Miss  Coney 
Island,  1939;  Miss  Chester,  1936,  and  Miss 
Miami,  1937  and  1939  . . . Percy  A.  Bloch 
expects  to  open  his  premium  place  at  1239 
Vine  Street  about  December  15. 

William  McAvoy,  active  Variety  Club- 
ber, received  a substantial  contract  for 
electrical  equipment  for  nearby  army  can- 
tonments. And  National  Theatre  Supply 
has  been  invited  to  submit  bids  for  pro- 
jection equipment  . . . George  Kline,  State, 
Boyertown,  is  now  connected  with  Dave 
Starkman’s  premium  establishment  . . . 
The  film  exchange  employes  union  held  a 
special  meeting  Friday  in  the  Broadwood 
to  straighten  out  the  list  of  candidates  for 
the  election  to  be  held  this  Friday. 

Oscar  Neufeld  has  moved  his  office 
across  the  street  to  the  secotid  floor  of  the 
Warner  Building,  to  provide  more  connno- 
dious  facilities  for  exhibitors.  As  repre- 
sentative for  Highway  Express,  Horlacher 
and  Clark  Film,  Neufeld  invites  all  exhibi- 
tors to  drop  in  for  a look- around  at  his 
new  quarters  . . . Kay  Milner,  Oscar’s  sec- 
retary, caught  the  eye  of  an  artist  while  at 
the  Diamond  Theatre  the  other  day,  and 
the  result  was  she  posed  for  several 
sketches  . . . The  Arcadia  was  damaged 
when  that  bomb  at  Stouffer’s  went  off. 

Paramount  Booker  Mert  Nason  is  going 
south  with  the  Villanova  football  team, 
which  plays  Auburn  at  Montgomery,  Ala., 
Saturday.  He’s  handling  the  publicity  . . . 
Estelle  Weiner  is  pounding  the  typewriter 
with  her  old  gusto  after  recovering  from 
a cold  . . . Bill  Brooker  has  hit  the  publicity 
trail  again,  visiting  the  Harrisburg-Lan- 
caster  territory  . . . Chief  Earle  Sweigert 
dropped  in  at  the  Motion  Picture  Asso- 
ciates’ dinner  at  Plarrisburg,  then  went  to 
Scranton  for  business  talks  . . . Student 
Salesman  Nat  Harris  is  signing  up  his  first 
contracts. 

The  Warner  Club  News,  out  for  the  first 
time  in  months,  confers  best  wishes  on 
the  following  members  who  recently  took 
unto  themselves  husband  or  wife:  Helen 
Cauller  DiCola,  Grand,  Lancaster;  Doris 
Lasky,  main  office;  Edward  Marynowitz, 
Family;  Naomi  Greenstone,  Astor;  Paul 
Walchik,  exchange  office;  Benjamin  Weiss, 
Astor,  Reading;  Rose  Page,  Fox;  Mary 
Foreman,  Vitagraph;  Vincent  Kelly, 
Ogontz;  Thomas  Higgins,  Vitagraph;  John 
Thiers,  333  Market;  Charles  Robinson, 
Earl;  Arthur  Laykin,  Stanley;  Ethel  Curry, 
Warner;  Morton  Shull,  Fox;  Frank  Vill, 
Grove;  Jeanette  Hibner,  Strand,  York,  and 
Donald  Browne,  Grand,  Vineland. 

And  the  following  receive  citations  for 
answering  Uncle  Sam’s  call  to  the  colors. 
Into  the  marines  went  John  Radcliff,  main 


office;  Delbert  Davitt,  Earle;  John  J.  Ed- 
wards, Parker,  Darby,  and  Charles  Price, 
Earle,  Atlantic  City.  The  Navy  took  Na- 
than Lieberman,  Orient;  Stockton  W.  Mac- 
Eihone,  sign  shop;  Robert  L.  Frimd,  Capi- 
tol, Lancaster,  Irvine  J.  MacFarland,  Boyd, 
Aldine  and  Stanley,  and  W.  J.  Woodworth, 
Roosevelt.  And  the  Army  was  graced  with 
Robert  B.  Charles,  Strand,  York;  Morris 
Rutter  jr.,  Karlton;  Boyd  B.  Rose,  Strand, 
and  William  C.  Jacoby,  Capitol,  York. 

Roland  Haynes,  Keystone,  is  slapping 
his  doorman,  Curtis  Tapley,  on  the  back 
for  a tieup  he  arrayiged  whereby  four  bi- 
cycles were  given  away  at  Saturday  mati- 
nees, at  no  cost  to  the  theatre  . . . Charlie 
Moyer,  State,  Hanover,  is  helping  the  local 
high  school  put  over  its  year  book  . . . 
Stan  Spoehr,  Seltzer,  Palmyra,  had  an 
armload  of  footballs  to  give  away  at  a re- 
cent show  . . . Bob  Nissenson,  Park,  is  ar- 
ranging an  all-Jewish  musical  stage  and 
screen  show. 

Max  Felt  and  “80”  Abramson  held  a 
Thanksgiving  “Canned  Goods  Matinee”  at 
the  Allen  recently.  Admission  price 
was  any  canned  food.  A feature  and  as- 
sorted cartoons  of  special  interest  to  kids 
were  shown.  Neighborhood  schools  were 
contacted  to  “Help  put  the  ‘Thanks’  in 
some  less  fortunate’s  ‘Thanksgiving’,” 
which  was  the  slogan  used  in  all  adver- 
tising material  for  the  affair. 


"The  Evangelist"  Views 
Discussion  by  IFCA 

Albany— T/ie  Evangelist,  weekly  publi- 
cation of  the  Albany  Catholic  Diocese,  in 
an  editorial,  declared  that  “People  de- 
voted to  the  cause  of  decency  on  the 
screen  found  reason  to  rejoice  and  rea- 
sons for  apprehension  in  the  discussions 
at  the  recent  national  meeting  of  the  In- 
ternational Federation  of  Catholic  Alum- 
nae, a group  that  has  concerned  itself  es- 
pecially with  the  uplift  of  the  movies.” 

The  rejoicing,  the  editorial  said,  was 
based  on  the  report  that  of  the  1,068 
feature  films  on  which  the  IFCA  passed 
judgment,  964  received  a Class  A rating 
and  only  17  as  Class  C (those  condemned 
in  entiretyl.  The  apprehension  was  in 
the  note  sounded  by  the  Rev.  John  J. 
McClafferty,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Legion  of  Decency,  who  warned  that  “cer- 
tain indications  point  to  a continuing  in- 
crease in  morally  undesirable  scenes  and 
stories.” 

The  Evangelist  called  upon  Legion  of 
Decercy  mernocrs  to  “tighten  their  ranks 
to  prevent  a new  influx  of  offensive 
movies”  and  to  pay  more  attention  to 
the  classified  list  of  the  Legion. 


Two  Change  Hands 

Philadelphia — Among  business  develop- 
ments reported  here  recently:  William 
L.  Heckman  has  taken  over  the  Auditor- 
ium, Manheim,  from  W.  F.  Kneller.  Harry 
Dembow  has  taken  over  operation  of  the 
Congress,  Marcus  Hook,  from  Mel  Koff. 
New  theatres  are  being  built  in  Williams- 
town  and  Hegins. 


Bronx  Corporation 

Albany — Devon  Theatre  Corp.  has  been 
formed  to  conduct  a motion  picture  and 
theatrical  business  in  the  Bronx.  Incor- 
porators are  George  D.  and  Michael  G. 
Stamatis  and  James  M.  Facopoulos. 


Many  New  Theatres 
In  Eastern  Area 


Rochester,  N.  Y. — Basil  Bros,  expect  to 
open  their  Apollo,  Buffalo,  next  month,  ac- 
cording to  Michael  J.  De  Angelis,  archi- 
tect, who  prepared  plans.  He  also,  has 
these  projects  under  way; 

Star,  Tonawanda  for  the  Dipson  circuit; 
under  construction  and  slated  to  open  in 
January. 

Colonial,  Elmira,  closed  December  3 for 
complete  renovation  including  new  bal- 
cony, new  front  and  interior.  This  job  is 
for  Fred  Schweppe  and  Dipson  and  Os- 
borne. 

Grand,  Westfield,  recently  destroyed  by 
fire;  to  be  rebuilt  with  about  900  seats  for 
Kenneth  Blakely. 

A 1,000  seat  theatre  for  Comerford  at 
Wilkes-Barre. 


New  theatre  projects  reported  by  Box- 
office  correspondents  follow; 

New  Jersey 

Florence — This  town’s  first  picture  thea- 
tre seating  400  had  its  opening  recently. 

Trenton — The  new  Trent  is  now  under 
construction  and  a Christmas  day  open- 
ing is  planned. 

New  York 

Albany — Plans  are  under  way  for  re- 
building of  the  recently  destroyed  Har- 
manus  Bleecker  Hall. 

Buffalo — Jacob  Rappaport  announces  he 
will  build  a $50,000  house  seating  1,000. 

Liberty — Cohen  & Kutcher  have  opened 
their  new  700-seat  Academy. 

New  York — Loew’s  anticipate  opening 
the  new  2,000-seat  Parkchester  in  the 
Bronx  around  Christmas. 

Rockville  Center  — Walter  Reade  will 
build  a new  1,000  seater  here. 

Virginia 

Alexandria  — Monumental  Amusement 
Co.’s  new  theatre  seating  900  is  called  the 
Hume. 

Portsmouth — A new  house  is  under  con- 
struction here. 

Secrists  Are  Building 
In  New  Freedom,  Pa. 

Philadelphia- — F.  S.  and  C.  F.  Secrist, 
who  have  houses  in  Shrewbury  and  Glen 
Rock,  are  reported  here  building  a new 
theatre  in  New  Freedom,  Pa.  It  is  to  be 
called  the  New  and  will  have  491  seats. 

Harry  Stiefel  is  constructing  the  New 
Campus  in  Lewisburg,  Pa.  It  is  expected 
to  be  finished  in  about  two  months.  Dave 
Supowitz  is  the  architect. 

The  local  Paramount  Decorating  Co.  is 
doing  the  interior  of  the  new  $75,000 
Layton,  being  erected  in  Seaford,  Del.,  by 
Thomas  E.  Ayers. 


Pa  the  Resuming  Dividends 
New  York — Pathe’s  directors  have  voted 
to  resume  cash  payments  with  a dividend 
of  30  cents  a share  on  the  common,  pay- 
able December  30  to  stockholders  of  record 
on  December  10.  The  directors  also  voted 
the  regular  quarterly  dividend  of  $1.75  a 
share  on  the  $7  convertible  preferred,  pay- 
able January  2,  1941,  to  stockholders  of 
record  on  December  23,  1940. 


New  Sound  for  Riveria 

Albany — The  Riveria  at  Barryville,  near 
the  New  York-Pennsylvania  line,  had  new 
sound  and  projection  equipment  installed 
by  National  Theatre  Supply. 
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COMRADE  X (M-G-M)— Another  successful 
comedy  devoted  to  satirizing  Soviet  Russia 
and  kidding  communism,  which  produc- 
tional  pastime  proved  itself  financially  aus- 
picious in  at  least  two  preceding  films. 
Tliis  one  is  fast  and  funny  with  a wide 
variety  of  assorted  humor,  ranging  from 
subtle  to  slapstick.  What's  more,  it  has 
Clark  Gable  and  Hedy  Lamarr  for  star 
appeal,  which  all  adds  up  to  indicote  a 
sure  winner.  Gottfried  Reinhardt  produced; 
King  Vidor  directed. 

GREAT  PLANE  ROBBERY.  THE  (Col)— For 
audiences  that  go  for  cops  and  robber  stuff 
this  will  hold  up  very  well.  An  insurance 
man  keeps  guard  over  a heavily  insured 
ex-gangster  whom  he  saves  from  former 
cronies.  Jack  Holt.  Lewis  E.  Collins  directed. 

TRAIL  OF  THE  VIGILANTES  (Univ)— If  this  is 
a deliberate  attempt  to  burlesque  the  so- 
called  super  western,  much  credit  is  due 
those  responsible  for  its  making.  The  film 
winds  up  as  a cross  between  a standard 
sagebrusher  and  a Keystone  comedy.  Re- 
gardless, it  has  many  assets — action,  spec- 
tacle and  laughs.  Principally,  it  should 
prove  popular  fare  for  the  chronic  devotees 
of  oaters  and  the  kid  trade.  Allan  Dwan 
directed. 


New  Corporations 

Albany — Esquire-Great  Neck  Corp.  has 
been  formed  to  conduct  a motion  picture 
and  theatrical  business  in  New  York. 
Capital  stock  is  $80,300.  Incorporators: 
Robert  Pulleyn,  Richard  Jackson  and 
Michael  Gerome,  120  Broadway.  Attor- 
neys: Simpson,  Thacher  & Bartlett,  120 
Broadway. 


United  Spanish  Artists  Films,  Inc.,  has 
been  formed  to  engage  in  motion  picture 
production  business  in  New  York.  Capi- 
tal stock  is  600  shares,  no  par.  Incorpora- 
tors: Herman  A.  Kalpan,  Irma  Abeloff, 
Mildred  N.  Reinstein,  25  W.  43rd  St.  At- 
torney: Aaron  Honig,  25  W.  43rd  St. 


Million  Dollar  Distributing  Corp.  of 
New  York  has  been  formed  to  conduct  a 
motion  picture  and  theatrical  business. 
Capital  stock  is  200  shares,  no  par.  In- 
corporators: Abraham  A.  Levine,  630 
Ninth  Ave.;  Prank  E.  Williams  and  Estelle 
List,  505  Fifth  Ave.  Attorney:  Irving  B-J. 
Levine,  505  Fifth  Ave. 


Into  Port  Henry 

Albany — The  Kallett  circuit  will  report- 
ly  take  over  theatre  operation  in  Port 
Henry.  Allen  Sirrine  has  for  some  time 
been  running  the  Empire  in  the  town  hall 
there.  One  report  is  that  Sirrine  will  be 
associated  with  Kallett  in  managing  the 
Port  Henry  interests.  The  Rialto,  in  near- 
by Mineville  and  the  summer  spot  in  West- 
port,  both  of  which  Sirrine  has  been  oper- 
ating, are  tied  into  the  deal,  it  is  said. 


Weinstock  Opens  Circle 

New  York — ^David  Weinstock  on  Thurs- 
day opened  the  Circle  near  the  new  Park- 
chester  development  in  the  Bronx.  Milton 
D.  Bundt  is  manager. 


Vichy  Government  Plans  a 

Studio  City  on  Riviera 

New  York — The  Vichy  government  plans 
a studio  city  on  the  Riviera  and  control  of 
the  French  industry  under  Vice  Premier 
Pierre  Laval,  according  to  a special  dis- 
patch to  the  New  York  Times.  Unoccupied 
France  is  shorn  of  many  of  its  prominent 
film  figures  under  the  law  excluding  Jews 
from  activity  in  the  industry. 

fr==- ^ 

I ROCHESTER  : 

- 

TEANETTE  MacDONALD  appeared  in  a 
^ recital  at  the  Eastman.  Manager  Lester 
Pollock  of  Loew’s  Rochester  visited  Miss 
MacDonald  while  she  was  in  town  . . . 
Bingo  came  back  with  a bang  when  Schine 
put  it  into  the  Riviera,  Madison,  Webster, 
Lake  and  West  End  one  night  a week  . . . 
Ozzie  Nelson  is  booked  at  the  Temple  for 
the  week  of  December  27  . . . Schine 
houses  have  been  showing  pictures  of  the 
big  Toyland  Parade  staged  by  a downtown 
department  store.  Some  70,000  saw  it  . . . 
“Ecstasy”  is  playing  at  the  Embassy  . . . 
“NWMP”  has  been  held  over  for  a third 
week  at  the  Regent. 

Edward  Peck  Curtis,  film  sales  manager 
for  Eastman  Kodak,  has  been  granted  a 
year’s  leave  of  absence  to  serve  with  the 
Army  Air  Corps  . . . Defender  Photo  Sup- 
ply will  pay  a dividend  of  15  cents  a share 
on  common,  $1.50  on  preferred  . . . About 
25  million  hours  of  service  with  Eastman 
Kodak  was  represented  at  Kodak  Park 
Pioneers’  Club  dinner  last  week.  Club  has 
1,003  members  who  have  been  with  the 
company  25  years  or  more  ...  A blonde, 
in  a red  dress,  seated  in  Loew’s  lobby  read- 
ing “Escape,”  drew  a lot  of  attention.  It 
was  an  idea  of  Assistant  Manager  George 
McGunnigle  . . . Anton  T.  H.  Jansen,  care- 
taker at  the  Community  Playhouse,  was 
Injured  when  he  fell  down  a flight  of 
steps  at  the  theatre  . . . The  Boston  Sym- 
phony has  been  booked  for  the  Eastmayi. 

Possible  end  of  film  graininess  is  seen 
in  a discovery  announced  by  Dr.  C.  E. 
Kenneth  Mees  of  Eastman.  Kodak.  He 
discovered  that  the  silver  in  developed  fiim 
is  not  properly  represented  by  the  dots 
which  show  as  “grains”  to  the  eye  and  mi- 
croscope, but  is  lacework  of  fine  lines  . . . 
“Rebecca”  stayed  a second  week  at  the 
Little  where  it  returned  for  a second  local 
showing  . . . Lez  Ashton,  Hollywood  dancer, 
appeared  in  a benefit  here  for  British  War 
Relief  . . . Two  theatres  have  joined  in 
supreme  court  suits  over  1941  tax  assess- 
ments. The  Rochester-Palace  Corp.,  own- 
er of  the  RKO  Palace,  seeks  a $296,000 
slash  on  its  $828,000  assessment,  while  the 
Moore-Wiggin  Co.,  Ltd.,  operator  of  the 
Temple,  seeks  a $119,700  reduction  on  a 
$469,700  assessment. 

With  a “Wild  West”  screen  and  stage 
program  as  the  drawing  card,  the  Demo- 
crat and  Chronicle’s  annual  “tin  can 
Christmas  party”  will  be  held  December 
21  at  the  RKO  Palace  and  Century.  Price 
of  admission  will  be  one  ticket,  one  cent 
and  one  can  of  food  for  the  Salvation 
Army  Christmas  baskets  . . . Five  car  give- 
aways are  planned  by  Schine  houses  for 
the  Christmas  season.  Running  them  will 
be  the  Riviera,  Cameo-Dixie,  Madison- 
West  End,  Rialto  and  Temple  . . . Frank 
Boucher  of  Schine’s  home  office  was  a 
visitor  . . . Herb  Benjamin  is  the  new  as- 
sistant at  the  Riviera  . . . Ed  Blaze  is  as- 
sisting Max  Fogel  in  the  booking  depart- 
ment, and  is  in  charge  on  the  floor  at  the 
Madison. 


BAIILTIIMOIRIIE 

QWEN  SCHNIPF  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant manager  of  Loew’s  Century  by 
William  K.  Saxton.  He  replaces  James 
Dixon,  who  has  been  transferred  to  Loew’s 
Palace  in  Indianapolis  as  assistant  man- 
ager . . . The  Lane  has  been  opened  by  the 
Gaertner  Bros,  in  Dundalk,  Md.  . . . George 
Wheeler,  booker  for  Lichtman  theatres  in 
Washington,  and  Ira  Sichelman,  booker 
there  for  20th  Century-Fox,  visited  Ed 
Wheeler  . . . Harry  Hunt,  state  censor 
board,  was  out  with  a cold  he  picked  up 
during  a trip  to  the  eastern  shore  . . . De- 
cember 3 was  theatrical  night  at  the  Va- 
riety Club.  Entire  Hippodrome  show  was 
on  hand  through  the  courtesy  of  I.  M. 
Rappaport  . . . Herbert  Hartman,  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Boulevard,  is  planning 
on  v/edding  bells  after  the  first  of  the 
year. 

Mathew  Cremens,  Lafayette,  and  the 
wife  went  duck  hunting  on  the  eastern 
shore  . . . Report  that  Variety  will  sponsor 
the  Preakness  Ball  this  year  . . . Jules 
Lapidus,  Universal  district  manager;  Max 
Cohen,  branch  manager,  and  Joe  Young, 
salesman  for  the  company,  visited  Balti- 
more accounts  . . . Sympathy  is  extended  to 
J.  L.  Schanberger,  manager  of  Keith’s,  on 
the  recent  death  of  his  brother-in-law, 
William  J.  McCloskey  . . . Harry  Meyerber- 
ger  of  the  Lexway  and  Lord  Calvert  is  now 
advertising  his  programs  in  street  cars  and 
busses. 

Dave  Kaiser  and  Harry  Vogelstein  repre- 
sented the  Jewish  War  Veterans  at  the 
funeral  of  Mrs.  Reuben  Ross  Holloway  . . . 
The  legislative  council  has  a bill  ready  for 
1941  which  would  increase  fees  for  the  in- 
spection of  film  . . . H.  Ted  Routson  is 
very  busy  these  days  with  his  “Baltimore 
Follies.” 


New  Names  for  Quartet 
Of  Houses  in  Gotham 

New  York — Four  local  theatres  have 
changed  their  names  and  are  under  new 
management.  They  are  the  Cinecitta,  now 
the  Squire,  which  reopened  recently  with 
“Here  Is  Ireland.”  The  New  14th  St.  is 
now  the  Arrow  and  being  operated  by 
Dory  Amusement  Corp.  of  which  Sidney 
Weisner  is  president  and  Abe  Shukat  trea- 
surer. The  old  Town  Hall  at  Hudson,  N. 
Y.,  is  now  the  Strand  and  was  reopened 
November  21  by  Harry  Lament.  The  Iris 
has  been  changed  to  the  Lido  with  Amster- 
dam Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  the  new  opera- 
tors. Jack  Gross  is  president,  Joseph  S. 
Herbert,  treasurer,  and  Minna  Tauber, 
secretary. 

rr  ■ . . . 

May  Explain  It  Via 
Rear  Platform  Method 

New  York — Once  selling  gets  under 
way  as  dictated  by  the  consent  decree, 
the  "Big  Five"  will  order  a fleet  of  trail- 
ers and  put  lawyers  in  each  one  to  tour 
the  country  to  keep  their  sales  personnel 
familiar  with  what  to  do  to  avoid  trade 
disputes.  So  goes  the  view  of  a major 
executive. 

He  is  of  the  opinion  attorneys  will  be 
charged  with  responsibility  for  keeping 
salesmen  out  of  trouble  with  exhibitors, 
a relationship  he  holds  might  easily  be 
impaired  if  there  is  a misunderstanding 
of  the  terms  of  the  decree. 
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(Continued  from  page  29) 

. . . Ben  Kalmenson,  Warner’s  western  and 
southern  sales  manager,  is  back  from  a 
visit  to  the  Los  Angeles  exchange  re  the 
Sears  Drive  . . . Jack  Cohn  and  Arthur  Lee 
a 4Ath  Street  twosome  ...  If  it’s  a radio 
you  want,  Leonard  Picker  ccn  get  it  for 
you  wholesale  . . . “Second  Chorus’’  got  a 
publicity  sendoff  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania 
Thursday  night  when  specialists  from  the 
Arthur  Murray  School  of  Dancing  per- 
formed the  “Dig-It,”  a dance  featured  in 
the  film.  Glenn  Miller  and  his  orchestra 
supplied  the  necessary  music. 

Charles  Hayman,  Buffalo  exhibitor,  was 
in  town  during  the  week  on  film  buys  . . . 
Ditto  Vincent  McFaul,  from  the  upstate 
region  . . . Bill  Ferguson  was  in  Atlanta 
during  the  week  preparatory  to  the  first 
anniversary  premiere  of  “Gone  With  the 
Wind”  on  December  12  at  Loew’s  Grand 
. . . Otto  Bolle,  20th-Fox  chief  in  South 
America,  is  due  next  week  from  the  coast. 
He  is  working  his  way  east  . . . Irving 
Greenfield  has  been  visiting  Chester,  N. 
Y.  and  Laurel-in-the-Pines  in  Lakewood 
in  search  of  a good  round  of  golf  on  week- 
ends . . . E.  K.  “Ted”  O’Shea  was  bom- 
barded with  congratulatory  calls  and  tele- 
grams when  news  broke  of  his  M-G-M  pro- 
motion. As  a result  he  had  to  turn  down 
more  luncheon  dates  in  one  week  than  ever 
before  in  his  life  . . . Johnny  O’Connor  is 
still  working  on  that  deal  for  RKO  to  as- 
sume operation  of  the  twin  theatre  being 
built  by  Metropolitan  Life  in  the  Park- 
chester  development.  Loew’s  American, 
the  other  house,  will  be  opened  during 
Christrrias  Week,  as  reported  previously  in 
these  columns. 

Jack  Benny  is  due  from  the  coast  next 
week  with  his  wife,  Mary  LivingstoJie,  and 
will  remain  here  for  the  premiere  of  “Love 
Thy  Neighbor’’  at  the  Paramount  . . . Gene 
Raymorid  expects  to  return  to  Hollywood 
next  week  . . . Leopold  Friedman  was  in 
Washington  early  in  the  week  on  Loew 
legal  business  . . . Bill  Heineman  has  re- 
turned from  a trip  to  Milwaukee,  Chicago 
and  Denver  . . . Shortly  after  his  return 
from  the  coast  Marvin  Schenck  will  be 
heading  for  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  07i  his  vaca- 
tion . . . Harry  W.  Coheii,  RKO  Los 
Angeles  branch  manager,  is  in  town  on  his 
usual  trip  this  year  which  fmds  him  busy 
on  the  FWC  deal  . . . Boris  Morros  has  ar- 
rived from  the  coast  with  his  latest  film. 
“Second  Chorus,”  which  is  a Paramount 
release  . . . Harry  Brandt’s  son.  Robert, 
was  Bar  Mitzvahed  Saturday  at  Temple 
Rodolph  Sholem.  The  following  day  a re- 
ception was  held  at  the  Waldorf. 

Ted  Curtis,  film  sales  manager  for  East- 
man Kodak,  has  taken  a year’s  leave  to  re- 
join the  Army  Air  Corps  as  major.  He  is 
now  in  Washington  in  active  service  . . . 
James  Mulvey,  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  eastern 
representative,  has  returned  from  the  coast 
. . . Arthur  W.  Kelly  is  reported  planning 
the  creation  of  new  districts  for  UA  with 
Haskell  Masters  to  be  moved  in  from  Can- 
ada to  take  over  one  in  the  middle  west. 
Jack  Goldhar,  who  has  been  covering  a 
lot  of  territory,  may  be  relieved  of  some 
of  his  exchanges.  He  has  been  ill  the  past 
two  weeks  . . . Charles  Schv/artz  is 
back  from  a business  trip  to  the  coast  and 
a vacation  at  Palm  Sorings  . . . Mrs.  John 
J.  O’Connor  continues  ill  . . . B.  S.  Moss  is 
talking  about  a theatre  on  the  recent 
pronerty  he  acquired  in  Forest  Hills.  It  is 
understood  plans  have  been  drafted  and 
construction  will  begin  immediately. 

Phil  Reisman,  RKO  foreign  head,  re- 
turned from  the  coast  Friday.  His  recent 
trip  took  him  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  a?id  Buenos 


Aires  where  he  held  conventions  with  the 
South  American  sales  forces.  Daniel 
Greenhouse,  general  manager  in  the 
Philippines,  has  been  in  town  for  about 
two  weeks  and  plans  to  return  to  his  head- 
quarters shortly  . . . E.  C . Grainger  re- 
turyis  in  a few  days  from  a two-week  tour 
of  Shea  theatres  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania 
. . . William  Sussman,  20th-Fox  division 
manager  in  the  east,  spent  Friday  m Bos- 
ton 071  his  tour  of  excha7iges  m co7i7ieetion 
with  the  latest  S.  R.  Ke7it  drive  . . . Ar- 
thur Gottlieb  of  DuArt  Labs  is  back  from 
another  trip  to  Ca7iada  where  the  com- 
pany has  a plant  . . . Charles  Goetz  in- 
tends to  leave  for  the  coast  on  a six-week 
trip  shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year. 

Harry  Brandt  and  the  ITOA  negotiating 
committee  met  Thursday  afternoon  with 
Local  306’s  committee  in  an  effort  to 
straighten  out  demands  for  a new  scale 
under  the  10-year  master  contract  . . . 
With  his  cross-country  tour  behind  him, 
Spyros  Skouras  is  now  busy  lining  up  va- 
rious committees  for  the  Greek  War  Fund 
. . . Charles  A.  Buckley,  general  counsel  for 
FWC,  is  still  around  town  cleaning  up 
various  legal  details  before  returning  to 
coast  headquarters  . . . Martin  Moskowitz 
and  Mike  Rosen  are  looking  forward  to 
their  vacation  in  Miami,  but  it  will  be 
some  months  before  they  head  south  . . . 
Isabelle  Austin  has  returned  to  her  Roxy 
post  after  a vacation  at  Miami  Beach  . . . 
Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.  is  due  in  from  St. 
Louis  for  the  Christmas  holidays. 

Erich  von  Stroheim  was  te7idered  a din- 
ner at  the  Astor  Thursday  night  by  friends 
. . . Arthur  Hirschmann  of  Loew’s  publicity 
department  was  critically  ill  with  pneu- 
monia at  the  French  Hospital  the  latter 
part  of  the  week  . . . Paul  Graetz  is  back 
from  the  coast  and  pla7i7ii7ig  on  making 
further  pictures  for  Columbia  release  . . . 
Robert  L.  Wright,  assistant  to  the  attor7iey 
aeneral  and  in  charge  of  the  new  unit  set 
UP  for  keeping  an  eye  on  operation  of  the 
decree,  left  for  Washington  Thursday  night 
a7id  states  he  will  rnake  periodic  trips  to 
Nero  York.  Fred  Whalen,  local  reaionnl 
head  for  the  DJ . wiH  be  the  point  of  con- 
tact on  further  developme7its  in  con7iec^io7i 
with  the  a7iti-frust  suit  aaainst  Columbia. 
Universal  a7id.  UA  . . . Bill  Scully  heads  for 
fho  cna<tt  Friday  for  product  conferences 
at  U7iiversal  studios. 

Harry  Buxbaum  presided  at  a meeting 
of  local  branch  managers  from  all  com- 
panies at  which  Major  Albert  Warner  pre- 
sented Plans  for  extending  the  British  War 
Relief  Drive  to  exchanges  . . . Mrs.  Jules 
Levey  has  been  tussling  with  a cold  . . . 
Leonard  Soiegelgass,  who  is  doing  the 
script  for  “Butch  Minds  the  Baby,”  Levey’s 
next  for  Universal,  is  in  from  the  coast  . . . 
Leo  Spitz  is  in  town  again  . . . Bob  Gill- 
tiam  flew  to  Miami  again  for  conferences 
at  the  Fleischer  Studios  . . . Arthur 
Schwartz,  head  booker  for  Harry  Brandt, 
leaves  the  circuit  in  a few  weeks  to  take 
a post  with  his  father-in-law,  which  is  the 
Tv/Tpscina  bakine  family.  He  will  be  ten- 
riPVP(j  p farewell  luncheon  at  the  Hotel 
Astor.  December  17.  Joe  Ingber  will  suc- 
oopd  hjrp  , . . Bob  Burns  is  around  from 
fbe  Paramount  studios  . . . Ditto  Wesley 
Riicra-ioq  wbo  opme  oo  via  South  America, 
and  Miami  with  his  bride.  The  honevmoon 
is  over  in  a few  days,  when  they  depart 
for  Hollywood. 


Two  Are  Shuttered 

Albany — The  Rialto,  Mineville,  operated 
by  Allen  Sirrine,  and  the  Bay,  Alexandria 
Bay,  run  by  Mrs.  Antoinette  McNamara, 
have  been  closed. 


Play  Two  Games 
Before  Court 

Philadelphia  — “Zingo"  and  "Cash 
Quiz/'  two  new  games,  were  played  in 
common  pleas  court  here  before  Judge 
Howard  A.  Davis,  who  offered  a free  meal 
to  anybody  who  won. 

The  participants  were  detectives,  news- 
papermen and  Assistant  City  Solicitor 
Ryan.  The  latter  hit  100  per  cent  on  the 
cash  quiz,  and  got  the  free  meal.  No- 
body won  in  "Zingo,”  which  consists  in 
identifying  sounds  on  an  electrical  trans- 
cription by  marking  the  appropriate  pic- 
tures on  a card. 

The  games  were  played  in  court  to  test 
the  contention  of  their  sponsors,  Charles 
Goldfine,  operator  of  the  Alden,  and 
David  Moliver,  Viola,  that  they  are  games 
of  skill,  not  lotteries.  The  game  para- 
phernalia was  seized  by  detectives  under 
an  amicable  arrangement  with  the  thea- 
tre owners,  to  settle  the  legality  of  the 
games.  The  exhibitors  were  renresented 
in  court  by  David  W.  Yaffe.  Judge  Davis 
promised  a decision  in  a few  d*tys. 

VS  ■ J 

Siegel  Will  Handle  From 
8 to  12  for  Paramount 

Hollywood — From  eight  to  12  of  Para- 
mount’s 1941-42  productions  will  be  turned 
out  by  Sol  C.  Siegel,  recently  signed  as  an 
associate  producer.  Siegel  will  be  aided 
by  Eugene  Zukor,  Joseph  Sistrom  and  Jules 
Schermer.  Zukor  has  been  a Paramount 
producer  for  several  years;  Sistrom  has 
been  assistant  to  Anthony  Veiller,  also  a 
Paramount  producer,  for  the  past  year. 
Schermer  was  signed  a short  time  ago  as 
Siegel’s  personal  assistant. 

Set  for  filming  by  Siegel’s  unit  during 
the  next  few  months  are  “The  Virginian,” 
in  Technicolor;  “The  Paramount  Parade,” 
musical  with  the  studio’s  younger  stars; 
another  in  the  “Aldrich  Family”  series,  and 
“Two  Bad  Angels.” 


New  Sound  Installations 
Are  Reported  by  RCA 

Great  Neck,  N.  Y. — The  1,200-seat  the- 
atre under  construction  here  by  the  Boiler 
Realty  Corp.  will  be  equipped  with  RCA 
sound. 


Altoona,  Pa. — RCA  Photophone  goes  into 
the  700-seat  Logan,  operated  by  J.  Silver- 
man. 


East  McKeesport,  Pa.  — The  Alpha  is 
slated  to  open  Christmas.  A new  house, 
being  built  by  N.  A.  Malanos,  it  will  have 
RCA  sound. 


Mahoningtown,  Pa.  — Louis  Peretta  is 
re-equipping  the  booth  of  the  Crescent 
with  RCA  sound. 


Film  Publicizes  Milk 
Albany — “Our  Milky  Way,”  a one-reeler 
in  Technicolor  produced  for  the  milk  pub- 
licity bureau  of  the  state  department  of 
farms  and  markets,  is  being  released  for 
screening  in  all  theatres  of  the  state.  Loew 
and  RKO  circuits  will  first  show  it  in 
New  York. 


Spyros  Skouras  Back 

New  York — Spyros  Skouras  and  his  sec- 
retary, John  Healy,  returned  Thursday 
from  the  coast  by  plane,  after  making  a 
complete  tour  of  National  Theatres’  field 
divisions. 
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Thousands  of  Theatres  Increase  ^^Takes^"'  with 

MODEKX  RCA  PHOTOPHOAC 
MACIC  VOICE  OF  THE  SCREEN 


To  BOOST  the  box-office  power 
of  every  picture,  Hollywood 
studios  pay  a great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  sound  recording,  spend  huge 
sums  to  keep  their  equipment 
modern  at  all  times.  Because  they 


policy  hy  using  modern  sound  in 
your  theatre.The  RCA  Photophone 
Magic  Voice  of  the  Screen  will  help 
you  "up”  your  "takes”  because  it 
reproduces  modern  movie  sound 
the  way  your  patrons  like  it. 


Neiv! 

RCA  MAGIC  SCREEN 

gives  better  picture  and 
sound  performance 
...at  lower  cost! 

Greater  refleetion 
Finer  sound 
No  discoloration 


know  modern  movie  goers  are  keen 
judges  of  sound  quality. 

1 on  will  gain  greater  financial 
benefits  from  this  llollvwood 


Your  RCA  Photophone 
representative  will  he  glad 
to  give  you  full  details  about 
the  Magic  Voice  of  the 
Screen — designed  and  priced 
for  theatres  of  every  size. 


VICTOR  anO 
BUIEBIRO  RECORDS 


Better  sound  means  better  box-office—  and  KCA  Tubes  mean  better  sound 


Reduced 

power  consumption 


Ask  your  RCA  Photophone  represen 


A 


r 


You  know  this  fact  as  well  as  your 
competitor: 

You  must  create  and  maintain 
an  atmosphere  in  your  theatre 
that  is  comfortable  and  health- 
ful; otherwise  you  are  bound  to  lose 
patrons.  Objectionable  odors  . . . 
drafts  . . . improper  humidity  and 
temperature  — these  are  the  buga- 
boos of  any  man’s  box  office. 


WHAT  TO  DO  ABOUT  IT:  Just  do  what 
the  Walt  Disney  Studios  and  thou- 
sands of  theatres  throughout  the 
country  did.  ONE:  Call  in  a good 
local  contractor  or  consulting  engi- 
neer. TWO:  Insist  that  the  equip- 
ment you  install  is  top-notch  and 
dependable  — like  equipment  by 
General  Electric! 

You  can  get  the  complete  equip- 
ment— all  the  apparatus  you  need 
for  a complete  system  — from  G-E ! 
There  is  a size  and  type  of  General 


Electric  Air  Conditioning  equip- 
ment to  meet  your  needs  — to  give 
your  patrons  the  comfort  they 
demand.  G-E  condensing  units,  for 
example,  are  available  in  varying 
loads.  By  using  multiples  of  20,  25, 
30,  40,  50  or  60  hp.,  economical 
operation  is  obtained  for  theatres 
of  all  seating  capacities.  General 
Electric  equipment  is  reasonably 
priced  — low  in  operating  cost  — 
dependable! 

Read  this  free  brochure — 
"Air  Conditioning  for  Business” 

It  gives  you  the  answers  to  many 
of  your  problems — facts  that  may 
save  you  many  dollars.  Send  the 
coupon  for  your  copy — then  talk  to 
your  local  contractor  or  consulting 
engineer  about  a G-E  installation 
for  year  ’round  comfort ! 


GENERAL  ELECTRIC  COMPANY 
Div.  110-657,  Bloomfielil,  N.  J- 

Please  let  me  liave  your  brochure,^' Air  Con- 
ditioning for  Busine.^s,"  by  return  mail. 


Aome 

GENERAL  « ELECTRIC 
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Your  Patrons 

have  the  right  to  expect  a properly 
projected  picture. 


...  a brilliant  picture  no  matter  how  dense  the  print  ...  a colored 
picture  of  correct  characteristics.  But  you  can't  give  it  to  them  in 
a moderate  sized  theatre  with  the  muddy  yellow  light  of  the  low 
intensity.  You  need  twice  as  much  light,  snow-white  light,  and  it 
can  be  proven  by  your  Independent  Theatre  Supply  Dealer.  He'll 
arrange  a demonstration  of  the  new  Strong  Utility  High  Intensity 
Lamp  in  your  theatre  without  obligation  and  also  prove  that  operat- 
ing costs  will  be  increased  only  2c  per  hour. 

coupohahon 
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In  establishing  "Good  Will"  as  a negotiable  busi- 
ness asset  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  defines  the 
subject  in  this  simple  language: 

"Good  will  is  the  disposition  of  a person  to 
return  to  the  place  where  he  has  been 
well  treated." 

The  golden  rule  of  good  business — of  theatre  busi- 
ness or  any  other  that  caters  directly  to  people — is  thus 
expressed  plainly  in  the  opinion  of  the  highest  court. 
There  can  be  no  dissent. 

Good  will  transcends  all  else  in  the  cultivation  and 
keep  of  theatre  patronage.  How  to  get  it  is  a pressing 
problem  of  management  at  this  time  when  some  thirty 
million  people  weekly  are  staying  away  from  picture 
shows  largely  because  they  haven't  "been  well 
treated." 

Because  of  a blind  and  long  abiding  faith  in  film 
product  alone,  unaided  by  house  attraction  and  the 
common  provisions  that  make  people  like  to  shop,  dine, 
relax  and  otherwise  enjoy  themselves  in  places  where 
service  is  satisfactory,  many  theatre  owners  have 
awakened  to  find  their  businesses  in  a bad  way. 

But  the  awakening  is  widely  apparent.  Thousands 
of  exhibitors  have  transferred  their  faith  from  make- 
believe  to  material  things  that  serve  to  create  good  will 
and  keep  it. 

In  building  modern  new  theatres  and 
modernizing  old  ones,  theatre  operators 
are  themselves  removing  the  stress  from 
over-strained  public  relations. 
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Taking  a cue  from  the  surrounding 
countryside,  of  which  Tyler,  Texas, 
is  the  nominal  center,  the  new  Tyler 
Theatre  features  a huge  rose  as  its 
heraldic  device.  Since  the  town  is  loca- 
ted in  the  very  heart  of  the  rose  country 
and  because  a majority  of  its  citizens 
are  interested  in  horticulture  in  one  form 
or  another,  the  selection  of  this  floral  de- 
sign medium  was  particularly  fitting. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  in 
the  new  theatres  which  are  being  con- 
structed throughout  the  country  that 
architects  and  decorators  are  striving  to 
personalize  their  creations  by  incorporat- 
ing a bit  of  local  color  into  their  designs. 
In  this  manner,  a very  pretty  compliment 
is  paid  to  the  native  habitat  and  an  ap- 
pealing interest  is  aroused  in  the  minds 
of  those  whose  customs  or  traditions  or 
hobbies  are  so  flattered. 

Recently,  we  have  seen  theatres  em- 
bellished with  cow-brands  and  lassos  in 
the  Cow-country;  authentic  Colonial  at- 
mosphere in  New  England  and  the 
Williamsburg  districts;  copper-treated  ex- 
teriors and  interiors  in  the  Montana  cop- 
per mining  territory;  hill-billy  caricatures 
in  the  Ozarks;  and  numerous  other  local 
applications  which  illustrate  the  ingenuity 
of  today’s  theatre  architects  and  decor- 
ators. 

Americanized  Architecture 
This  new  development  is  quite  foreign 
to  the  hey-day  era  when  we  found  the- 
atres in  the  shape  of  Spanish  castles  and 


Pictures  and  particulars  through  the 
collaboration  of  Pettigrew  & Worley, 
the  architects  whose  creative  tech- 
nique changed  a cold  business  block 
into  a beautiful  theatre. 

Moroccan  dreams  and  Louis  Quinze  night- 
mares scattered  throughout  the  land  from 
coast  to  coast,  and  willy-nilly.  They  might 
all  have  been  cut  from  the  same  piece  of 
cloth,  so  great  was  their  resemblance  to 
one  another,  and  architectural  copyists 
had  a clam-bake. 

The  individualization  of  theatre  proper- 
ties has  come  only  within  the  last  decade 
and  it  is  a trend  which  cannot  be  over- 
estimated as  an  appeal  to  public  interest. 
It  has  come  in  the  wake  of  a better  under- 
standing of  what  the  public  prefers  in  its 
places  of  entertainment.  And  the  arch- 
itects, a new  crop  with  modern  ideas,  have 
been  its  ambassadors.  It  is  the  designers 
of  modem  theatres  who  are  responsible 
for  ferreting  out  the  real  personalities  of 
theatre  properties  and  for  glamorizing 
them  in  their  finished  state. 

The  treatment  of  the  new  Tyler  The- 


atre which  opened  in  August  of  this  year 
is  particularly  indicative  of  the  trend  to- 
ward personality  in  design.  It  is  an  im- 
posing structure,  the  latest  to  be  erected 
for  Interstate  Circuit,  Inc.,  who  are  out- 
standing proponents  of  modern  theatres 
in  the  Southwest.  Pettigrew  & Worley, 
the  Dallas  theatre  architects  who  have 
created  quite  a number  of  outstanding 
showplaces  in  that  vicinity,  scored  again 
in  this  instance  with  the  new  Tyler,  which 
exudes  personality  of  the  type  mentioned 
above. 

What  formerly  had  been  a business  block 
building  was  transformed  and  added  to  to 
for  mthe  basic  structure  which  now  is  the 
impressive  Tyler  Theatre  building.  Quite 
a few  structural  changes  were  necessary 
and  a neat  balancing  act  was  performed 
by  the  architects.  Only  one  half  of  the 
new  theatre  was  formed  from  the  original 
structure,  and  it  was  incumbent  upon  the 
designers  to  create  a balancing  portion  at 
the  other  side. 

A Clever  Conversion 

This  was  done  by  modernizing  the 
facade  of  the  original  building,  utilizing 
its  twelve  windows  as  part  of  the  design, 
yet  supplementing  them  to  detract  in  no 
way  from  the  monolithic  feeling,  and 
heightening  the  opposite  side  to  balance 
the  original.  Then  a lower  panel  was 
placed  between  the  two  equalized  parts  and 
this  was  treated  as  the  main  frontage  of 
the  house,  on  which  the  marquee  was 


The  Tyler  Theatre  facade  is  striking 
and  monolithic  in  feeling.  Little  re- 
semblance does  it  hear  to  the  former 
nondescript  business  block  (inset)  which 
it  replaced.  The  original  structures 
were  balanced  and  beautified  by  a mod- 
ern treatment  in  stucco  and  colorful 
tile,  with  structural  glass  and  procelain 
enamel  and  lots  of  light  for  ornamenta- 
tion. 

backgrounded  and  which  is  embellished 
by  the  attractively  conceived  rose  device. 

Predominantly,  the  facade  of  the  new 
Tyler  Theatre  is  of  stucco  in  the  snowy 
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white  which  is  so  popular  as  an  exterior 
treatment  throughout  the  Southwest. 
Painted  stucco  trim  is  used  to  add  inter- 
est and  color.  Panels  of  two-tone  struc- 
tural glass  rise  above  the  marquee  to  bor- 
der the  center  section  of  the  facade  and 
tile  in  two  shades  of  brown  extends  from 
the  base  to  above  the  doors  at  the  entrance. 
It  is  also  used  as  a base  and  in  check- 
ered effect  on  the  left  side  of  the  entrance 
to  enhance  the  display  cases  located  there. 

The  large  rose  medallion,  centered  in  the 
facade,  is  so  realistic  in  appearance  that 
it  seems  to  be  living.  It  is  an  artistic  cre- 
ation in  porcelain  enamel.  Its  colors  are 
perfect  and  the  shading  and  blending  in 
its  composition  make  it  a striking  device 
and  a work  of  art  in  all  particulars.  Its 
position  above  the  marquee  also  was  an 
inspiration  since  the  eyes  of  passersby  nat- 
urally are  directed  down  from  this  point 
of  interest  to  the  theatre’s  program  dis- 
play below. 

A boxoffice  that  is  most  modern  in  feel- 
ing graces  the  entrance  lobby  where  it  is 
located  at  one  side  to  give  ample  space 
for  patronage  traffic.  It  is  of  fluted  col- 
umns topped  by  plate  glass  windows  and 
the  entire  ensemble  is  circular.  The  floor 
of  this  portion  of  the  theater  is  of  ter- 
razzo  and  the  walls  of  tile.  The  porcelain 
enamel  soffit  of  the  marquee  which  is 
studded  with  lights  continues  back  to  the 
doors  and  forms  the  ceiling  of  the  lobby 
also. 

An  Impressive  Interior 

Within  the  new  Tyler  Theatre,  a mag- 
nificent foyer  immediately  casts  its  spell 
over  all  who  enter.  This  spacious  room 
is  charmingly  fitted  and  decorated  in  the 
modern  manner  and  its  floor  area  is  com- 
pletely carpeted  to  give  luxurious  atmos- 
phere to  the  entire  house  at  first  contact 
with  its  interior. 

The  foyer  features  an  intriguing  mural 
decoration  which  completely  covers  one 
wall  and  which  again  plays  up  to  the 
horticultural  interests  of  the  residents  of 
Tyler,  Texas.  A fanciful  rose  garden  with 
wild  geese  in  flight  above  it  is  the  subject 
of  the  mural,  which  is  carried  out  in  pre- 
dominant shades  of  brown,  red  and  green. 
This  stunning  decorative  element  makes 
other  ornamentation  in  this  part  of  the 
house  unnecessary. 

The  standee  area  to  which  entrances 
from  the  foyer  lead  and  which  is  located 
at  the  rear  of  the  auditorium  contains 
several  comfortably  upholstered  settees 
and  bas-relief  sculptured  figures  as  a dec- 


IDENTIFICATION 
(Tyler  Theatre) 

ACOUSTIC  PLASTER:  Kalite  Company 
AIR  CONDITIONING:  Govern-Aire  Co. 
ARCHITECTS:  Pettigrew  & Worley 
CONTRACTOR:  Geo.  P.  O’Rourke  Construction  Co. 
DECORATOR:  Gene  Giiboe 
MARQUEE  & SIGNS:  Texlite  Company 
PORCELAIN  ENAMEL:  Texlite  Company 
PROJECTION  EQUIPMENT:  International  Pro- 
.lector  Corp. 

SEATS:  American  Seating  Co. 

SIGN  LETTERS;  Adler  Silhouette  Letter  Co. 
SOUND  EQUIPMENT:  RCA  Mfg.  Co.,  Inc. 

TIDE:  Gladding-McBean  Co. 

Additional  particulars  on  the  project  may  be  se- 
cured upon  request  to  The  Modern  Theatre 
Information  Bureau. 


PICTURED 

(Reading  Down) 

Views  of  the  new  Tyler  Theatre  inter- 
ior. (1)  A fanciful  rose  garden  with 
wild  geese  in  flight  above  it  is  the  sub- 
ject of  an  intriguing  mural  decoration 
featured  in  the  spacious  foyer.  (2)  The 
combination  standee-lounge  area  to 
the  rear  of  the  auditorium  is  a func- 
tional and  beautifully  decorated  com- 
fort provision.  (3)  Flowing  abstract 
designs  in  mural  effect  immediately 
claim  the  attention  in  the  auditorium, 
where  comfort  vies  with  beauty  to  the 
complete  satisfaction  of  patrons.  (4) 
Looking  toward  the  rear  of  the  audi- 
torium, patrons  are  afforded  a glimpse 
of  scientific  lightmg  and  air  condition- 
ing provisions  within  this  new  house 
and  the  comfortable  seating  which  so 
graciously  enhances  the  interior.  (5) 
Another  view  of  the  auditorium  look- 
ing toward  the  screen. 


orative  medium.  This  combination  standee- 
lounge  area  is  a practical  solution  to  the 
space-saving  problem  and  it  offers  many 
advantages  in  both  respects. 

Within  the  auditorium  of  the  Tyler  The- 
atre, a flowing  abstract  design  in  mural 
effect  on  the  walls  immediately  claims  the 
attention.  These  designs  are  highly  mag- 
nified studies  of  plant  life  and  the  color- 
ing and  lines  heighten  again  the  interests 
of  Texas’  rose-culture  enthusiasts.  Shades 
of  blue,  tan  and  cream  predominate  in 
the  auditorium  and  the  walls  and  ceiling 
are  composed  of  acoustical  plaster  to  in- 
sure the  most  audible  sound  reception. 

Equipped  for  Comfort 

Seating  on  two  levels — main  floor  and 
balcony — to  accommodate  1,050  patrons  is 
of  the  body-conforming,  seat-raising  type. 
Not  only  are  the  chairs  caressingly  com- 
fortable to  those  who  visit  the  house,  but 
their  attractive  appearance  is  indeed  a 
large  factor  in  the  decor  of  this  new  the- 
atre. Upholstered  in  luxurious  mohair 
and  with  modern  metal  seat  pans  em- 
bossed to  form  a part  of  the  design  when 
the  seats  are  unoccupied,  this  installation 
of  modern  theatre  chairs  is  indeed  a “thing 
of  beauty  and  a comfort  forever”  to  pa- 
trons of  the  new  Tyler. 

Beautiful  carpeting  in  the  aisles  of  the 
auditorium  is  of  the  same  pattern  as  that 
used  in  the  foyer  and  lounge  area.  It  is 
colorful  and  flowing  in  design,  of  a type 
which  seems  to  harmonize  perfectly  with 
the  aforementioned  mural  decorations  in 
several  parts  of  the  house.  Lighting  in  the 
auditorium  is  indirect,  from  both  sidewall 
and  ceiling  fixtures  with  an  interesting 
treatment  of  the  under-balcony  section 
also  attained.  Here  recessed  units  cast- 
ing toward  the  stage-end  of  the  house  are 
arranged  in  stair-step  form,  alternating 
with  air  conditioning  grilles  in  a most 
functional  application. 

Projection  and  sound  equipment  in  the 
new  Tyler  Theatre  is  of  the  latest  design 
and  construction.  To  insure  the  finest 
possible  presentation  of  moving  pictures  in 
the  new  house,  nothing  but  the  finest 
equipment  and  accessories  was  counten- 
anced in  the  projection  room — where  the 
(Continued  on  page  62) 
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ON  THURSDAY,  November  14th,  an- 
other near-tragedy  of  the  theatre 
occurred  in  Pittsburgh.  At  6:23 
o’clock,  the  roof  of  the  Alvin  Theatre,  a 
fifty-year-old,  historically  significant  play- 
house, collapsed  and  the  collapse  could  be 
heard  throughout  the  theatre  world.  Here 
was  something  unsavory  and  hardly  to  be 
expected  in  this  day  and  age  of  modern 
theatres. 

Fortunately,  however,  and  due  to  the 
alertness  and  cool-headed  bravery  of  the 
theatre’s  employes,  only  four  persons  were 
slightly  hurt  in  the  disaster,  despite  the 
fact  that  an  audience  of  175  was  within 
the  house  at  this  ordinarily  dull  time  of 
evening. 

Noticing  bits  of  plaster  falling  from  the 
ceiling  of  the  auditorium  for  nearly  an 
hour  prior  to  the  collapse,  the  manager 
and  ushers  had  requested  those  seated  in 
the  fore-part  of  the  house  to  move  to  seats 
under  the  balcony.  The  front  part  of  the 
house  was  then  roped  off  until  further  in- 
spection could  be  made. 

A Fact  Impressed 

Thus,  a major  tragedy  was  averted,  but 
the  main  fact  that  a public  building  could 
endanger  so  many  lives  must  not  be  over- 
looked. Those  in  the  industry  might  well 
ponder  this  condition  gravely.  The  pub- 
lic will,  as  you  well  know.  On  this  point, 
an  interesting  sidelight  was  the  rapidity 
with  which  other  Pittsburgh  theatre  oper- 
ating companies  and  owners  issued  state- 
ments following  the  crash  of  the  Alvin 
Theatre’s  roof.  Typical  was  the  following: 
“The  superstructure  in  the  ceiling  of  our 
theatres  is  of  steel  I-beams  supported  by 
heavy  steel  girders.  Being  of  modern  con- 
struction, no  similar  accident  could  hap- 
pen in  any  of  these  theatres.” 

The  Alvin  Theatre  had  been  inspected 
as  recently  as  October  25th,  at  which  time 
nothing  was  found  wrong.  Now  it  is  be- 
lieved that  “dry  rot”  was  responsible,  or 
perhaps  termites,  which  have  been  found 
in  several  Pittsburgh  structures  lately.  It 
is  possible  that  the  building  inspector  was 
partially  at  fault,  although  in  later  at- 
tributing the  cause  of  the  disaster  to  “dry 
rot,”  he  explained:  “My  inspection  would 
not  have  revealed  whether  the  trusses  were 
dried  out,  as  they  are  concealed.  The 
Alvin  didn’t  have  steel  beams  in  the  ceil- 
ing as  modern  theatres  do.” 

This  is  rather  damaging  evidence,  but  it 
must  not  be  overlooked  that  the  Alvin 
Theatre  was  up-to-date  in  all  other  re- 
spects. "Why  then  was  this  important  ele- 
ment— the  roof — overlooked  in  its  mod- 
ernization? Just  five  years  ago,  the  house 
was  remodeled  and  modernized  at  a cost 
of  $200,000.  It  was  put  in  the  pink  of  con- 
dition with  gay  modern  murals,  a $60,000 
air  conditioning  system  and  other  modern 
equipment  throughout.  Steel  beams  were 
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placed  in  the  balcony  and  it  is  now  known 
that  this  provision  is  what  saved  the  175 
persons  congregated  in  the  back  of  the 
theatre  at  the  time  of  its  roof’s  collapse. 

A Dangerous  Oversight 

It  seems  that  everything  was  done  for 
the  patrons  of  the  Alvin  Theatre — except 
one  little  thing  that  might  easily  have 
cost  so  little  at  the  time  of  modernizing 
the  old  house.  Their  complete  safety  while 
in  the  premises  was  overlooked,  and  this 
matter  which  probably  seemed  negligible 
at  the  time  will  now  demand  thousands  of 
dollars’  expenditure  to  put  the  theatre  in 
shape  again. 

Most  of  us  in  this  industry  still  believe 
in  the  modernization  of  old  theatres,  even 
those  as  old  as  Pittsburgh’s  venerable  Al- 
vin, where  Bernhardt,  Maude  Adams,  Ethel 
Barrymore  and  Richard  Mansfield  once 


trod  the  boards.  The  old  house  seated  1,- 
900  persons  and  it  was  situated  in  a down- 
town location.  There  is  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve, nor  evidence  to  substantiate,  that 
this  old  playhouse  should  not  have  been 
rebuilt  completely  and  made  a profitable 
property  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  thorough  structural  renovation  or 
complete  razing  and  reconstruction  of 
ancient  theatre  buildings  in  likely  business 
locations  is  certainly  to  be  encouraged. 
Such  practice  discourages  overseating  and 
evinces  civic  pride  on  the  part  of  theatre 
ownership. 

Calls  for  Precaution 

But  in  the  cases  of  such  old  properties, 
where  salvage  is  contemplated,  it  is  im- 
perative to  have  them  thoroughly  and 
competently  inspected  at  the  time  of  re- 
modeling or  even  redecorating.  Instead  of 
merely  veneering  over  the  old  structures — 
a too  common  practice  in  theatre  rejuvena- 
tion— this  is  the  time  to  get  down  to  the 
skeleton  to  see  that  all  is  as  it  should  be 
to  safeguard  the  public  when  it  is  again 
invited  to  enter  the  places  for  entertain- 
ment. This  is  the  time  too  when  repairs 
are  least  costly  and  time  less  valuable. 

In  remodeling  old  theatres,  no  half-mea- 
sures should  be  countenanced  when  the 


"THEY  SHALL  NOT  PASS"  IS  THE  OBJECT  HERE 


Interstate  Theatres’  new  Alabama  in  Houston,  Texas,  is  shrewdly  -planned  for  busi- 
ness promotion  at  the  point  of  sale.  A beautiful  front  elevation  serves  as  the  back- 
drop for  a broad  sweep  of  marquee  attraction  boards,  equipped  with  \2-ineh  cast 
aluminum  silhouette  letters.  The  layout  designed  by  Texas  Neon  Sign  Company  of 
Houston.  Merchandising  is  the  motive  here  expressed.  (Photo  courtesy  Adler  Sil- 
houette Letter  Company) . 
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public  safety  and  well-being  is  at  stake 
and  reputations  in  showmanship  are  to  be 
made.  Hazards,  even  unforeseen  ones, 
must  be  guarded  against.  The  miracle  of 
the  Alvin  patrons’  escape  will  seldom  be 
duplicated — and  tragedy  in  one  theatre  is 
quick  to  cast  its  reflection  on  the  entire 
theatre  operating  industry. 

That  more  patrons  were  not  seriously  in- 
jured in  the  stampede  of  persons  escaping 
from  the  theatre  after  the  disaster  was 
the  miracle  in  this  instance.  This  seems 
to  be  a common  instinct  in  theatre  mis- 
fortunes, no  matter  how  slight.  That  the 
manager  and  ushers  of  the  Alvin  had  suc- 
ceeded in  calming  the  audience  despite  the 
warning  signs  of  falling  plaster  is  high 
testimony  to  their  quick- thinking  ability 
and  heroism. 

As  the  near  tragedy  slowly  unfolded, 
fortunately  giving  some  warning  of  dan- 
ger, the  patrons  quite  patiently  moved  to 
the  rear  of  the  house,  although  some  left 
the  theatre.  At  first,  it  was  assumed  by 
some  in  the  audience  at  the  front  part  of 
the  house  that  others  in  the  balcony  were 
throwing  paper  wads  or  peanuts  down. 
However,  the  balcony  also  was  emptied 
and  the  entire  audience  was  moved  to 
seats  beneath  its  more  certain  protection. 

Suddenly  when  more  plaster  in  larger 
chunks  began  to  fall  and  cracks  appeared 
in  the  ceiling,  somebody  shouted:  “Here 
come  the  lights.”  The  chandeliers  came 
toppling  down  and  immediately  after,  the 
entire  roof  gave  way  with  a crash- 
ing noise  that  was  almost  deafening  to 
those  huddled  beneath  the  balcony.  Amid 
the  plaster  dust  and  the  immediately  re- 
leased sprinkler  system  which  seemed  to 
provide  a torrent,  the  terrified  victims  be- 
gan to  move  toward  exits  which  were  al- 
ready jammed. 

It  was  in  the  rush  to  leave  the  building 
that  four  persons  were  injured.  Had  the 
crowd  been  greater,  the  time  later,  or  had 
any  number  of  other  circumstances  been 
in  effect,  a real  tragedy  might  have  oc- 
curred. However,  fortunately  only  the 
shock  of  the  disaster  and  their  miraculous 
escape  will  remain  in  the  memories  of 
those  patrons  who  were  in  the  Alvin 
Theatre  when  the  roof  came  tumbling 
down  in  a manner  all  too  suggestive  of 
what  is  happening  to  business  houses  and 
not  a few  theatres  in  bomb-torn  Great 
Britain. 

The  Public’s  Concern 

What  will  perhaps  remain  in  the  minds 
of  all  Pittsburgh  citizens,  however,  is  the 
fact  that  such  a near-tragedy  could  occur 
in  this  day  and  age  of  modern  building 
practices.  A thing  of  this  sort  strikes  very 
near  the  hearts  of  the  public  when  it  is 
brought  home  to  them  with  such  force.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  entire  debacle  will 
soon  be  forgotten. 

The  Alvin  Theatre  will  be  rebuilt.  Al- 
ready plans  are  under  way  and  it  has  been 
announced  that  it  will  be  made  “as  safe  as 
any  in  Pittsburgh.”  Pictures  probably  will 
be  showing  there  again  in  a couple  of 
months,  according  to  the  owner’s  agent. 
Upon  completion  of  reconstruction  of  this 
property,  no  doubt  the  public  will  have 
tempered  its  indignation  and  will  be  ready 
to  return  to  the  house  out  of  curiosity,  if 
for  no  other  reason.  Public  relations  as 
applied  to  the  business  of  theatre  opera- 
tion are  far  too  important  to  permit  even 
the  suggestion  of  “dry  rot”  in  the  struc- 
tural formation  of  our  theatres. 

Undoubtedly,  the  reconstructed  Alvin 


will  be  a place  of  complete  safety.  Such 
a mistake  or  negligence,  if  you  will,  would 
hardly  be  repeated.  Let  us  hope  also  that 
it  will  have  served  as  a dramatic  lesson 
to  others  in  the  industry  who  own,  oper- 
ate or  plan  to  modernize  old  properties. 
The  basic  idea  of  modernization  is  sound, 
but  only  when  backed  up  by  a plan  which 
contemplates  full  measures  for  the  public 
welfare  as  well  as  an  appeal  to  the  public 
purse  strings.  |, 


Carpets  Provide  Base 

For  a Color  Ensemble 

Floor  coverings,  not  only  are  the  founda- 
tion of  the  color  ensemble,  but  like  furni- 
ture, one  of  the  elements  which  lasts  long- 
est. Obviously  in  carpet  selection  full  ap- 
preciation of  color  values  is  a prime  con- 
sideration. No  one  article  in  the  theatre 
can  so  harmoniously  and  completely  hold 
the  decorative  scheme  together. 

From  a carpet  which  should  express  the 
dominant  color  of  the  room  may  be  built  a 
color  scheme  which  employs  contrast,  that 
is  the  use  of  complementary  colors  or  one 
using  the  colors  most  closely  related  in  the 
spectrum,  securing  interest  by  varying  in- 
tensities of  closely  related  hues.  In  the 
most  successful  color  schemes  vivid  flashes 
of  color  may  be  used  for  accents,  just  as 
nature  uses  the  vivid  scarlets  and  reds  and 
oranges  that  give  brilliance  to  the  Fall 
landscape. 

Widely  varied  as  to  color  and  pattern 
are  the  selections  available  in  modern 
theatre  carpet.  They  include  such  va- 
riety as  plain  broadloom  in  solid  colors, 
the  delicately  figured  patterns  in  shades  of 
the  same  or  in  different  colors,  the  vigor- 
ous, figured  or  flowered  patterns  and  mod- 
ern designs  adapted  from  theatrical  tradi- 
tions. 


Always  keep  the  public  well  informed  as 
to  what  is  going  on  in  your  place  of  enter- 
tainment. Apprise  them  of  coming  events, 
special  features  and  new  equipment  pur- 
chases for  their  greater  enjoyment.  They’ll 
appreciate  it. 


Cover  Plate 

Secondary  only  to  the  facade  and 
outdoor  appearance  of  the  modern 
theatre  the  outer  lobby  entrance  is  a 
place  of  first  and  lasting  impressions — 
the  place  where  a proper  mood  for  en- 
joyment of  the  program  is  to  be  en- 
couraged. It  is  here  that  Public  Rela- 
tions are  either  impaired  or  greatly  im- 
proved . . . The  picture  subject  shown  is 
that  of  the  new  lobby  of  the  Portage 
Theatre,  a first-run  neighborhood  house 
in  Chicago,  recently  modernized  under 
the  design  and  supervision  of  Architect 
Mark.  D.  Kalischer.  A complete  case 
history  and  description  of  this  interest- 
ing project  will  appear  in  the  next 
(January  4,  19411  issue  of  The  MOD- 
ERN THEATRE  section. 


TRABEWim 

A MONTHLY  WBATHERVANE  ON  CURRENT 
EVENTS  IN  THIS  AND  OTHER  INDUSTRIES 
AFFECTING  THE  INTERESTS  OF  THEATRE 
OPERATION. 


Bright  Outlook  tor 
Show  Business 
Thru  1941 

Those  in  the  know,  including  political  writ- 
ers, business  prognosticators  and  leading 
economists  are  at  this  time  quite  all  in  ac- 
cord with  roseate  predictions  of  an  early  gen- 
eral business  pickup  starting  the  first  of  the 
year.  In  fact  they  tell  us  the  big  push  is  al- 
ready poised  for  a take-off  following  the  holi- 
days— and  after  that  the  lid  is  off  for  a 
period  of  twelve  to  eighteen  months  when  the 
peak  will  have  been  reached. 

The  defense  program,  only  just  now  be- 
ginning to  exert  its  enormous  demands  on 
industry  and  labor,  is  given  as  the  impelling 
factor  that  will  establish  the  highest  produc- 
tivity' ever  attained  in  America  or  in  the 
history  of  mankind. 

Huge  expenditures  for  armaments  and 
factories,  and  present  mills  already  humming 
with  activity,  are  cited  only  as  the  beginning 
and  regardless  of  what  may  happen,  busi- 
ness is  all  set  for  a boom  of  giganfic  portions. 

Practically  all  such  predictions  stem  from 
the  fact  that  employment  will  soon  be  in  full 
bloom  again  and  "We  the  People"  will  make 
money — more  money  than  has  been  made  in 
many  a year. 

About  $5,000,000,000  will  have  been  spent 
by  the  end  of  this  fiscal  year.  The  next 
period  will  double  the  initial  outlay  and  by 
midsummer  the  spending  will  be  around 
$600,000  a month.  From  then  on  it  will  be 
stepped  up  to  around  a billion  a month. 

The  figures  are  estimates,  of  course.  But 
they  serve  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  theatre 
business  is  going  to  be  one  of  the  first  to 
benefit  from  the  huge  expansion  in  employ- 
ment resulting  from  defense  activity. 

In  this  column  last  issue  we  urged  our 
readers  to  buy  their  material  and  equipment 
now.  Prices  may  go  up  and  future  deliveries 
of  many  commodities  are  somewhat  un- 
certain. 

Faced  with  such  bright  prospects  for  bet- 
ter business,  this  industry  should  not  hesi- 
tate about  putting  its  houses  in  order  now. 
To  avoid  the  rush  theatre  improvements 
should  be  made,  not  next  spring  or  summer, 
but  right  now. — The  Editor. 
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44  III  T USED  to  be,”  mused  the  old-timer, 
III  “I  could  pretty  near  count  on  a cer- 
tain number  of  people  to  come  to 
my  theatre  every  day.  Certain  days  of 
course  the  number  would  fall  off  a bit; 
but  then  I knew  in  advance  what  those 
off  dates  were,  and  what  they  would  do 
to  me,  so  I could  do  something  about  ’em.” 

And  screwing  his  face  into  a foreboding 
grimace  the  veteran  exhibitor  continued 
his  colloquy:  ‘‘But  damme!”  said  he,  ‘‘I 
can’t  call  my  shots  any  more,  the  way  I 
used  to.  Seems  that  even  the  old  custo- 
mers cross  me  up  every  time  I try  to  cook 
up  something  special  in  the  way  of  a pro- 
gram to  doctor  up  the  dead-head  week 
days  and  nights.  And  the  helluvit  is  they 
seem  to  be  growing  weaker  and  weaker.” 

Furrowing  his  brow  deeper  and  assum- 
ing a still  fiercer  scowl  he  settled  down 
further  into  despond  with  a diatribe 
against  the  politico-economic  perversions 
of  the  industry  which  ‘‘would  no  longer 
permit  an  honest  independent  theatre 
owner  to  make  an  honest  dollar.” 

Cause  for  Complaint 

The  gloom  was  so  thick  at  the  helm  of 
the  Little  Gem  Theatre  you  could  cut  it 
with  a case-knife.  We  had  called  there, 
an  uncommon  practice  with  us,  to  refresh 
our  somewhat  faded  memory  of  an  epic  of 
our  childhood  days,  the  opening  of  the 
“Cherokee  Strip”  when  as  a two-year-old 
we  were  transplanted  to  a homestead  hard 
by  the  meandering  old  Cimarron,  in  that 
particular  strip  of  Oklahoma  new  country 
which  had  provided  the  locale  for  Para- 
mount’s latest  two-gun  thriller. 

The  picture  was  passing  fair.  By  rea- 
son of  the  personal  interest  above  alluded 
to  we  were  not  over-critical  respecting  the 
play  acting.  But  otherwise  the  presenta- 
tion part  of  the  performance  was  simply 
terrible.  The  screen  projection  was 
“stream-lined” — and  we  don’t  mean  the 
kind  of  stream-lining  we  often  discuss  en- 
thusiastically in  these  columns.  It  was 
streaked  with  travel  ghost  and  the  tell- 
tale stria  of  screen-light  uneveness  that 
comes  from  worn-out  projectors  with  arc 
lamps  of  ancient  vintage. 

The  sound  reproduction  was  reasonably 
good,  but  rampant.  By  that  we  mean  it 
was  good  only  in  spots.  Vacant  seats  were 
plentiful  so  we  found  a pretty  good  spot  by 
exploration.  And  finally  after  sniffling  the 
foul  air  of  the  place  and  bruising  our  knee 
caps  on  the  ply-board  seat  back  just  ahead 
(chairs  spaced  30"  back  to  back)  we  man- 
aged somehow  to  sit  out  the  first  of  the 
double  features.  By  that  time  our  torso 
and  temper  could  take  no  more.  So 
deigning  the  second  doublet  we  departed. 
Of  entertainment  under  such  conditions, 
we’d  had  our  fill. 

At  the  exit  we  encountered  our  melan- 
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choly  host,  the  owner,  who  to  our  leading 
question  about  the  cause  of  so  much  ca- 
priciousness among  theatre  patrons  these 
days,  cut  loose  with  the  widely  familiar 
comments  hereinbefore  quoted. 

A Huge  Handicap 

This  picture-minded  theatre  owner  was 
quite  obviously  still  wracking  his  brain 
for  some  new  exploitation  stunt  or  an  act 
of  providence  that  might  make  business 
what  “it  used  to  be.”  It  may  have  oc- 
curred to  him  fleetingly  that  his  own 
house  was  the  big  handicap;  but  appar- 
ently he  had  long  since  banished  all  such 
impulses  to  property  improvement  as 
idolatrous  spending  that  would  serve  no 
other  purpose  than  to  prevent  his  buying 
a new  model  automobile  each  year  and  tak- 
ing a vacation  trip  to  Miami,  to  get  away 
from  it  all,  an  annual  winter  custom  with 
many  nerve-shot  showmen. 

Will  all  theatre  owners  ever  learn,  as  a 
few  have  already  found,  that  we’re  now 
doing  business  in  a mechanized  age?  And 
that  we  can  thank  this  mechanized  age  for 
having  changed  a makeshift  menagerie  of 
miracles  into  a solid  and  profitable  busi- 
ness— prosperous  through  the  rendering  of 
public  service — for  those  who  choose  to 
conduct  it  so? 

The  make-believe  era  is  behind  us.  De- 
spite calculated  criticism  the  current  film 
product  provides  better  entertainment  on 
all  points  than  ever  before.  Its  cost  of 
production  and  distribution  may  be  ques- 
tioned, but  the  quality  isn’t  lacking  as 
compared  to  other  days. 

The  great  trouble,  as  we  see  it,  lies  in  a 
defeatist  do-nothing  attitude  on  the  part 
of  too  many  exhibitors  who  unwisely  con- 
tribute to  the  downward  spiral  of  their 
own  incomes  by  refusal  to  adopt  the  new 
strategy  in  showmanship — the  science  of 
modern  mechanical  efficiency. 

In  this  mechanized  age,  people  will  no 
longer  tolerate  out-of-dateness,  discom- 
fort or  mechanical  inefficiency.  They 
don’t  have  to.  They  can  go  places  and 
see  things.  They’re  comfort  conscious. 


sensitive  and  quick  to  compare.  If  your 
house  doesn’t  appeal  they’ll  hunt  for  one 
that  does  and  even  wait  for  the  program 
to  play  the  theatres  of  their  choice.  New 
mechanical  methods  intrigue  them.  Mod- 
em materials  catch  their  fancy  instantly. 

These  material-minded  movie  patrons 
actually  cast  a more  critical  eye  on  your 
place  of  business  than  on  the  pictures  you 
play.  They  observe  and  understand  the 
differences  in  detail  between  one  theatre 
and  another,  and  they’re  smart  enough  to 
know  why  good  photography  often  goes 
hay-wire  on  the  screen. 

All  Is  Not  Lost 

This  migratory  (unpredictable)  patron- 
age isn’t  lost  to  the  moving  picture  indus- 
try, despite  alarming  statistics  that  only 
serve  to  prove  our  point.  A certain  por- 
tion of  it  is  probably  sitting  home  beside 
the  radio  evenings  or  otherwise  amusing 
itself  at  the  expense  of  the  unmodern 
movie  theatres.  They  all  go  to  some  thea- 
tre sometimes  when  the  picture  suits  their 
fancy,  provided  they  can  find  it  in  a house 
that  is  hospitable.  They  prefer  it  close  by; 
but  distance  is  no  great  obstacle  to  getting 
what  they  want. 

Truly  it  is  unfortunate  that  every  thea- 
tre owner  can’t  have  the  picture  his  pa- 
trons might  want  at  the  moment  they 
want  it.  Priorities  and  protection  still 
prohibit  such  a procedure.  But  we  know 
many  independent  owners  of  outlying 
modern  theatres,  whose  patrons  are  glad 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  pictures  they 
plan  to  see — even  to  the  third  or  fourth 
run  stages. 

An  Incident  in  Point 

“Yes,  I saw  ‘Gone  With  the  Wind’  ” said 
an  advertising  friend  of  ours  recently.  “I 
stole  a march  on  my  neighborhood  theatre 
and  saw  it  down  town.  But  believe  me,  I 
learned  my  lesson.  Besides  standing  in 
line  for  half  an  hour,  being  pushed  around 
and  forced  to  pay  first-run  prices  I had  to 
sit  four  hours  in  a stuffy  old  theatre  with 
the  most  uncomfortable  seats  I ever  sat  in. 
I paid  for  my  folly  all  right;  but  never 
again!  From  now  on  I’ll  wait  for  the  pic- 
tures to  come  out  my  way  where  we  have 
a really  modern  little  theatre  of  the  make- 
you-want-to-come-back  type.” 

A modern  little  movie  place  that  can 
make  people  wait  patiently  for  pictures 
they  really  want  to  see  and  which  keeps 
its  customers  happy  and  coming  regularly 
with  pictures  they  don’t  care  so  much 
about,  isn’t  doing  so  badly.  And  for  that 
we  can  thank  this  modern,  mechanized  age. 


I\lewi  tfea/i 

“See  Your  Theatre  as  Your  Patrons  See  It"  will  be  the  text  of  Ansel 
Moore's  next  sermonette,  in  which  the  scripture  of  good  service  to  the  cus- 
tomers will  be  expounded  in  a spirit  of  good  will  toward  men.  January  4th, 
1941,  is  the  date  of  next  issue. — The  Editor. 
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To  have  been  selected  to  seat  the  magnificent 
new 

Kleinhans  Musk  Hall 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Architects:  Eliel  and  Eero  Saarinen  \ 
and  F.  I.  and  W.  A.  Kidd  / 

is  a rare  privilege  and  source  of  much  pride  and 
great  satisfaction. 


Twenty-Nine  Hundred  Comfortable 

IDEAL  ARISTOCRAT 
CHAIRS 

were  installed  in  this  beautiful  and  impressive  Temple  of 
Music,  which  represents  the  best  thought  and  experience 
that  has  ever  been  given  to  the  design  of  an  auditorium. 

In  selecting  Ideal  Chairs  for  your  theatre  you  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  are  also  being  installed 
in  most  of  today's  important  auditoriums.  Such  an  in- 
stallation is  sure  to  give  you  much  pride  and  great  satis- 
faction. May  we  send  you  literature  free  and  without 
obligation? 

IDEAL  SEATING  COMPANY 

GRAND  RAPIDS.  MICHIGAN 

EXPORT  OFFICES:  .'SSO  West  42ncl  St.,  New  York  City 
Attention:  J.  E.  Robin 


BOXOFnCE  : : December  7,  1940 
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The  prospect  of  reduced  heating  costs 
and  increased  efficiency  is  causing 
many  of  America’s  leading  theatre 
operators  to  turn  to  automatic  coal  firing. 

Today’s  mechanical  stoker  is  scientif- 
ically designed  to  bring  about  maximum 
efficiency  through  improved  fuel  com- 
bustion and  through  automatic  control. 

Theatre  owners,  facing  the  dual  prob- 
lems of  keeping  operating  expenses  at  a 
minimum  and  at  the  same  time  supply- 
ing even  heat  in  all  rooms,  are  finding 
the  automatic  coal  stoker  helps  solve  both. 

Abates  Smoke  Nuisance 
The  problem  of  inefficient  firing  was 
recently  brought  to  the  attention  of  the- 
atre owners  in  St.  Louis.  After  passage  of 
an  anti-smoke  ordinance,  heating  en- 
gineers were  called  in  to  see  what  they 
could  do  about  eliminating  the  smoke 
nuisance  for  eighteen  Fanchon  and  Marco 
theatres  in  the  city.  Means  were  sought  of 
curbing  the  excess  smoke  caused  by  hand 
firing. 

With  the  installation  of  imderfeed 
mechanical  stokers,  the  smoke  nuisance 


was  eliminated,  a more  even  steam  pres- 
sure was  secured,  and  substantial  savings 
in  fuel  and  labor  costs  resulted. 

The  savings  in  fuel  costs  were  not  re- 
stricted to  a reduction  in  the  amount 
burned.  The  stokers,  by  developing  tem- 
peratures much  higher  than  that  possible 
with  hand  firing,  were  able  to  burn  ef- 
ficiently the  less  expensive  sizes  of  coal. 

Modern  stokers  feed  the  fuel  from  below. 
In  the  underfeed  models  green  coal  is  con- 
veyed slowly  from  the  hopper  or  bunker 
to  the  retort  by  a revolving  worm.  In  the 
retort,  the  coal  is  turned  upward.  As  the 
fuel  approaches  the  fire,  it  is  heated  grad- 
ually. 

As  volatile  gases  are  distilled  from  the 
green  coal,  they  are  mixed  with  the  correct 
proportion  of  air  and  then  forced  upward 
through  the  white-hot  fuel  bed.  There 
they  ignite,  burn  and  are  transformed 
into  useful  heat. 

Meanwhile,  the  solid  coke  residue  is 
forced  upward  into  the  fire,  where  it  is 
burned.  Virtually  nothing  remains  ex- 
cept non-combustible  ash. 


Fanchon  and  Marco’s  3,800-seaf  St. 
Louis  Theatre  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where- 
in an  acute  case  of  smoke  nuisance 
abatement  and  a chronic  problem  of 
fuel  economy  were  solved  through  the 
installation  of  modern  fuel-feeding 
equipment.  Below — A close-up  view  of 
the  automatic  coal  firing  equipment  in 
the  St.  Louis.  Similar  units  were  in- 
stalled in  all  eighteen  of  F M’s  St. 
Louis  Theatres.  (Photos  courtesy  Iron 
Fireman  Mfg.  Co.) 


Pronounced  Economy 

Since  automatically-stoked  coal  fires 
reach  a temperature  that  is  from  500  to 
1000  degrees  hotter  than  a hand-fed  fire, 
the  loose  ash  from  nearly  all  coals  is 
fused  into  easily-removed  clinkers.  This 
further  reduces  the  manual  labor  in  the 
theatres. 

The  stokers  are  designed  especially  to 
burn  the  smaller  sizes  of  coal,  which  are 
less  expensive  than  the  larger  sizes  of  the 
same  quality. 

Further,  there  is  an  evenness  of  heat 
and  pressure  that  other  fuels  and  other 
firing  methods  cannot  equal. 

The  firebed  is  governed  constantly  by 
automatic  controls.  These  start  and  stop 
the  stokers,  holding  boiler  pressure  at  any 
level  desired. 

The  result  of  this  whole  process  is  steady 
heat,  drastic  fuel  reductions,  prevention 


of  smoke  nuisance,  reduction  of  labor  and 
greater  comfort  for  theatre-goers. 

Surveys  Available 

A relatively  new  type  of  stoker  is  gain- 
ing wide  popularity  in  theatres.  This  is 
the  “pneumatic  spreader’’  type  of  over- 
feed (as  contrasted  with  the  underfeed 
form  of  stoker  described  above). 

The  pneumatic  spreader  is  especially 
practical  for  theatres  in  areas  where  cer- 
tain lower  grades  of  bituminous  coal  are 
available.  The  pneumatic  spreader  con- 
veys coal  on  a stream  of  air,  and  dis- 
charges it  into  the  boiler  through  a nozzle 
which  is  set  above  the  grates. 

With  this  type,  small  particles  of  coal 
are  burned  in  suspension,  while  larger 
pieces  burn  in  a shallow  layer  on  the 
grates.  Great  flexibility  of  operation  is 
achieved  by  this  method  of  firing. 

Many  theatre  operators  have  found  it 
profitable  to  use  the  services  of  the  en- 
gineering staffs  of  leading  stoker  manu- 
facturers. These  staffs  make  thorough 
surveys  of  heating  plants  and  local  fuel 
conditions.  They  eliminate  the  “guess- 
work” in  the  purchasing  of  equipment. 


Christmas  Lighting 

Cultivates  Good  Will 

The  practice  of  decorating  streets  and 
community  centers  with  festive  lighting  at 
Christmas-time  has  much  more  than  a 
sentimental  justification.  City  officials 
have  found  that  citizens  give  hearty  ap- 
proval to  decorative  lighting  projects  which 
make  the  city  attractive  for  the  holiday 
season.  Merchants’  associations  often  take 
the  initiative  in  decorating  the  shopping 
districts  because  they  find  it  is  an  excel- 
lent stimulation  to  business. 

Decorating  theatres  with  light  during  the 
Christmas  season  has  come  to  be  accepted 
as  traditional.  It  is  something  the  public 
expects  and  looks  forward  to  each  year  and 
it  is  something  showmen  have  found  to  be 
excellent  business  practice.  A gaily  be- 
decked theatre  is  a pleasant  place  in  which 
to  find  entertainment;  moreover,  Christ- 
mas decorations  do  much  to  encourage  the 
“come  again”  spirit  of  the  often  dull  holi- 
day period. 


NICE  INCOME 


A prominent  circuit  of  25  theatres  has 
recently  issued  a statement  showing  a net 
profit  of  some  $25,000.00  from  the  opera- 
tion of  popcorn  machines  in  22  of  the 
theatres  of  the  circuit  according  to  Ad- 
vance Manufacturing  Company  of  St. 
Louis,  Missouri.  This  figure,  covering  a 
12-month  period,  indicates  better  than 
$1,000.00  net  per  theatre  per  year.  It  is  a 
net  figure,  since  a substantial  amount  in 
addition  to  supply  costs  was  deducted  from 
the  gross  for  depreciation  of  the  machines, 
supervision,  power  bills  and  the  cost  of  at- 
tendants. 
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PREPARE 
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NATIONAL  THEATRE 
SUPPLY  COMPANY 
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DIkBCT  CURRENT 
INTERMEDIATE  CAPACITY 
PROJECTION  ARC  LAMP 


A low-cost  lamp,  for  theatres  of 


to  800  seats,  using  screens  as  large 
as  18  feet  in  width,  projecting  twice 
as  much  light  as  the  low  intensity  with 
only  slightly  higher  over-all 
operating  costs. 


for  a pleasant  surprise  when 
you  see  a demonstration  in 
your  theatre  of 
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possible,  the  concessionaire  offered  high 
percentages — so  high  that  they  could  be 
paid  only  through  the  sale  of  the  so- 
called  ‘“mongrel”  candies,  or  those  of 
short  weight  which  were  specially  pack- 
aged for  concessionaire  use  to  provide 
“long  profits.” 


WHETHER  it  be  an  hour  of  news- 
reels, or  an  evening  of  featui'es — 
today,  candy  is  on  the  program! 
Whether  it  be  Times  Square  or  Main 
Street,  the  theatre-going  public,  today, 
wants  candy  with  the  show! 

And  theatre  men  like  it,  for  candy  in 
theatres  has  become  big  business,  produc- 
ing big  profits  that  even  the  chains  ap- 
preciate. 

Understandable,  then,  is  the  steady  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  houses  which 
make  candy  available  to  their  patrons.  At 
present,  more  than  twice  as  many  thea- 
tres are  selling  candy  as  in  1930,  and  each 
year  of  the  last  ten  has  shown  this  figure 
constantly  rising,  with  the  rate  of  growth 
much  faster  today  than  at  any  previous 
time  in  motion  picture  history. 

Regarding  this  trend,  the  depression 
did  more  than  anything  to  begin  it,  and 
attractive  profits  have  done  more  than 
anything  else  to  sustain  it;  but  the  story 
begins  in  the  lush,  velvet-seat  era  of  the 
early  Twenties. 

The  Modern  Method 
Theatres  had  long  since  outgrown  their 
“Nickelodeon”  days  and,  in  most  parts  of 
the  country,  “the  candy  butcher”  had  died 
during  the  transformation.  In  his  stead,  a 
new  method  of  candy  selling  had  gradually 
made  its  appearance  in  the  theatre — the 
early  type  of  vending  machine. 

By  today’s  standards,  these  old  style 
machines  were  unattractive  in  appearance 
and  unreliable  in  performance;  offered  in- 
adequate variety,  and  were  capable  of  sell- 
ing only  special  packages,  undersized,  un- 
derweight candies.  Nevertheless,  they  did 
business,  for  they  were  the  only  candy 
vending  machines  available  at  the  time. 

Usually,  these  machines  were  owned  and 
operated  by  concessionaires.  They  were 
installed  in  theatres  without  charge,  and 
on  some  arrangement  whereby  the  theatre 
received  a specified  percentage  of  the  pro- 
ceeds from  sales,  as  a sort  of  rental  for 
the  space  the  machine  occupied.  Ordin- 
arily, a reserve  stock  of  merchandise  was 
consigned  to  the  theatre,  and  the  exhibitor 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  filling  the 
machines  when  they  became  empty  be- 
tween the  concessionaire’s  regularly  sched- 
uled collection  calls. 

But  the  majority  of  the  theatre  men  at 
this  time  were  completely  disinterested  in 
the  handling  of  candy.  Most  of  them  con- 
sidered themselves  in  the  motion  picture 
business  exclusively,  and  they  wanted  to 
make  their  money  solely  from  the  sale  of 
admissions.  With  few  exceptions,  there- 
fore, candy  was  being  sold  only  in  those 
houses  which  were  patronized  by  large 
audiences  of  children. 

♦Manager  Candy  Machine  Dept.,  Rowe  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  Inc. 


By  John  S.  Mill* 


We  are  pleased  to  present  this  clear- 
cut  definition  of  the  growing  import- 
ance of  confectionery  sales  in  moving 
picture  theatres.  Not  alone  from  the 
standpoint  of  ready  profits  available, 
but  as  an  important  utility  for  needed 
improvement  in  public  relatio7is,  the 
subject  matter  is  most  timely. 

Mr.  Mill’s  article  is  based  on  many 
years  of  experience,  both  in  the  theatre 
field,  and  in  the  mechanical  merchan- 
dising industry.  Immediately  before  his 
association,  some  years  ago,  with  Rowe 
Manufacturing  Co.,  Ijic.  (manufacturer 
of  merchandising  machines  exclusively), 
Mr.  Mill  was  connected  with  the  Candy 
Sales  DepartmeJit  of  Paramount-Publix 
theatres  for  a period  of  nme  years.  He 
reasons,  therefore,  iiot  alone  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  candy  machine  manu- 
facturer but  from  the  viewpoint  of  the 
exhibitor  as  well. — The  Editor. 


And,  even  where  candy  was  available, 
the  exhibitor  was  inclined  to  regard  the 
item  as  unimportant,  permitting  its  sale 
in  his  theatre  primarily  as  an  accommoda- 
tion to  his  patrons.  He  took  little  interest 
in  the  machine  or  in  the  merchandise  it 
offered.  Whatever  he  received  as  his  per- 
centage from  candy  sales  was  regarded 
as  extraneous  profit. 

Change  of  Attitude 

The  attitude  of  indifference  on  the  part 
of  the  exhibitor  made  the  concessionaire’s 
selling  job  a difficult  one;  consequently, 
to  make  his  proposition  as  interesting  as 

A single  unit  candy 
merchandiser  of  the 
modern  type  as  it 
appears  in  a typi- 
cal small  theatre 
installation  — The 
Lewis  Theatre  at 
Lewisburg,  West  Va. 

(Photo  courtesy 
Rowe  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  Inc.) 


Thus,  candy  sold  in  theatres  became  a 
distinct  type,  peculiar  to  theatres  alone. 
Only  a handful  of  varieties  existed,  and 
practically  all  houses  where  candy  was 
sold  carried  identical  items. 

This  monotony  of  merchandising,  to- 
gether with  the  short  weight  and  some- 
times questionable  quality  of  the  candy 
itself,  had  no  appeal  for  adults,  and,  as  a 
result,  sales  volume  never  approached  its 
maximum  potential. 

To  this  rule  of  selling  “mongrel”  candies 
or  shortweight  “‘long  profit”  bars,  how- 
ever there  was  one  important  exception 
— Publix  Theatres  Corporation  which,  in 
1929,  made  candy  available  in  hundreds  of 
its  houses,  operating  the  candy  sales  un- 
der its  own  management. 

While  this  policy  of  owner-operation 
was  an  exception  to  usual  procedure,  an 
even  more  radical  departure  from  pre- 
cedent was  the  offering  for  sale  of  stand- 
ard, nationally  known  and  advertised 
candies  instead  of  the  unknown  “long 
profit”  candies. 

This  policy  worked.  Candy  sales  in 
Publix  houses  reached  figures  which,  pre- 
iously,  were  never  considered  possible  in 
theatres  and,  despite  the  smaller  mark-up 
per  sale,  total  profits  were  highly  satis- 
factory. And,  incidentally,  a great,  new 
buying  trend  was  discovered — it  became 
evident  that  where  good,  well  known 
candies  were  offered  adults  would  buy ! 

Despite  the  success  of  the  Publix  plan, 
however,  most  theatre  men  continued  to  be 
disinterested  in  the  handling  of  candy.  As 
a result,  concessionaires  were  not  in  a 
position  to  revise  their  merchandising 
policies  for  exhibitors  still  had  to  be  of- 
fered a high  percentage  per  sale  before 
any  interest  could  be  awakened.  And,  as 
has  been  noted,  these  exorbitant  per- 
centages could  be  paid  only  by  selling 
“long  profit”  candies. 

Thus,  even  though  the  Publix  plan 
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Referred  to  as  the  DeLuxe  Candy 
Merchandiser  this  new  model  vending 
machine  is  a twin  unit,  especially  de- 
signed for  theatre  trade.  It  dispenses 
any  standard  size,  nationally  advertised 
candies,  including  the  largest  bars. 
(Photo  courtesy  Rowe  Manufacturing 
Co.,  Inc.) 


proved  that  theatres  could  make  good 
money  through  the  proper  merchandising 
of  candy,  the  industry,  as  an  entity,  did 
very  little  about  it. 

Period  of  Retrenchment 

But  then  came  the  depression.  It  had 
hit  some  industries  earlier,  but  when  it 
struck  the  motion  picture  business,  at- 
tendance began  a downward  spiral  that 
nothing  seemed  able  to  stop.  Theatre  men 
became  expense-conscious  and,  for  the 
first  time  since  the  maturity  of  the  in- 
dustry, the  blue  pencil  made  its  mark  on 
every  budget. 

The  cutting  of  expenses,  however,  was 
not  enough.  The  condition  of  the  motion 
picture  business  began  to  become  progres- 
sively worse  and  profits  began  to  become 
elusive  exceptions. 

Thoughtful  theatre  men  began  to  ask 
themselves,  “How  good  is  this  theory  that 
a movie  man’s  money  should  be  made 
solely  from  the  sale  of  admission?”  Then, 
“just  to  keep  going,”  some  turned  to 
auxiliary  sources  of  revenue  including,  of 
course — candy  sales. 

A few  of  these  exhibitors  created  their 
own  candy  sales  departments,  but  most  of 
them,  who  became  interested  in  candy  at 
that  time,  called  in  concessionaires. 

In  large  theatres,  where  the  traffic  justi- 
fied a big  investment  in  equipment,  and 
permitted  a heavy  overhead  for  personnel, 
counters  were  installed,  but  in  the  major- 
ity of  houses,  candy  was  offered  through 
vending  machines. 

Since  the  machines  of  that  period  were 
not  built  to  handle  nationally  advertised 
candies,  except  in  special,  undersize  pack- 
ages, theatres  which  Installed  machines 

(Continued  on  page  67) 


WHAT  DOES  QUALITY  IN 
THEATRE  CARPETS  MEAN? 

★ Here  are  a few  pointers  from  Cochrane’s  Theatre  Carpet  Advisory  Bureau 


A carpet  is  no  better  than  the  individual 
tufts  of  yam  of  which  it  is  composed.  Also, 
no  one  wool  has  all  the  desirable  charac- 
teristics. To  assure  uniform  color,  resiliency 
and  durability,  in  each  of  the  thousands  of 
tufts  in  a Cochrane  carpet  are  blended  18  to 
20  different  wools  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 


Not  all  sheep  are  white,  yet  clear  color 
carpets  must  start  from  snow  white  wool. 
To  achieve  immaculate  whiteness,  Cochrane 
carries  wool  through  extra  washing  steps  in 
special  scouring  bowls.  Few,  if  any,  other 
carpet  manufacturers  spend  so  much  addi- 
tional time  and  money  on  such  super- 
cleansing processes. 


To  give  extra  long  wear,  most  Coch- 
rane theatre  carpets  (Wiltons  and  Velvets) 
are  made  of  3-ply  yarns.  Such  yarns  are 
stronger,  more  uniform  and  shed  less,  be- 
cause the  fibres  lock  firmly  into  the  back  of 
the  carpet.  Also,  the  tufts  of  3-ply  yarn  open 
up  better  at  the  top,  giving  the  carpet  a 
richer  appearance  and  protecting  the  base 
from  the  grit  that  causes  carpet  wear. 


Special  finishing  treatment.  Cochrane 
has  invested  thousands  of  dollars  in  de- 
veloping a special  finishing  process  that 
opens  out  the  wool  tufts  of  the  carpet, 
covering  the  surface  better  and  giving  the 
carpet  a softer,  clearer  appearance.  This  is 
an  important  reason  why  Cochrane  carpets 
look  and  feel  more  luxurious. 


Would  you  like  additional  information? ...  on  other 
quality  pointers  ...  on  colors  that  show  up  most  effectively 
under  dim  lights  ...  on  how  to  fit  carpet  purchases  to  your 
budget.  Cochrane’s  Theatre  Carpet  Advisory  Bureau  is  at  your 
service — without  charge  or  obligation. 

CHARLES  P.  COCHRANE  COMPANY 
Manufacturers  of  High  Grade  Carpets  and  Rugs 
Bridgeport,  Pennsylvania 
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CONDUCTED  IN  COLLABORATION  WITH  LEAD- 
ING THEATRE  ARCHITECTS  AND  ENGINEERS 


} 


Another  Gay  Nineties  Theatre  Yields 
to  the  Age  of  Modernity 


A beautiiul  new  modern  theatre  blooms  on  the  site  of  an  old 
Missouri  opera  house;  the  result  of  resourceful  planning  and 
the  use  of  modern  materials  . . . Pictures  and  particulars  by 
AL  HAUETTER,  of  the  Modern  Theatre  Decorators. 


The  old  original  Kinney  Opera  House 
at  Memphis,  Missouri,  was  erected  in 
1894,  in  the  years  before  movies  came 
along  to  supplant  flesh-and-blood  shows 
outside  the  big  cities.  It  played  many  of 
the  famous  across  its  boards  and  made  a 
name  for  itself  as  far  north  as  Des  Moines 
and  southeast  to  St.  Louis. 

Until  A1  Hauetter,  an  enterprising  the- 
atre designer  of  Kansas  City,  began  recon- 
struction of  the  theatre  late  this  summer 
for  Eben  Hays,  who  has  operated  it  five 
years,  the  Kinney  remained  one  of  the 
few  ancient  opera  houses  still  in  existence, 
and  it  was  one  of  the  oldest. 

About  the  only  thing  that  had  been 
changed  in  the  theatre  since  the  “Gay 
Nineties”  was  its  name,  the  Majestic, 
which  brought  a new  marquee  to  carry 
it;  and  the  balcony,  in  which  was  installed 
a more  of  less  portable  projection  booth. 

When  Hauetter  began  the  work  for  Mr. 
Hays,  he  found  the  old  opera  house  fly 


loft  and  stage  still  lighted  by  carbon  fila- 
ment lamps.  The  asbestos  curtain  with 
which  the  Kinney  proudly  began  business 
in  1894  still  hung,  operated  by  its  original 
hand  winch,  and  sand  buckets  were  placed 
around  the  stage  for  use  in  case  of  fire. 
There  were  no  rest  rooms,  and  since  the 
backyard  comfort  station  passed  out  of  the 
picture,  patrons  had  been  going  to  the  fill- 
ing station  next  door.  In  the  basement, 
pasted  on  the  walls,  were  handbills  of 
acts  that  played  the  house  before  1900.  In 
the  basement  also  was  unearthed  an  old 
light  plant  with  which  the  theatre  at  one 
time  had  manufactured  its  own  pwwer. 

Time  Marches  On 

The  triumphal  opening  late  this  fall  of 
the  new  Time  Theatre  constructed  by  Mr. 
Hays  revealed  that  the  old  house  has  at 
last  more  than  caught  up  with  time.  It  is 
as  modern  as  tomorrow’s  newspaper. 

The  $26,000  job  was  started  by  gutting 
the  building  and  reconstructing  the  foun- 


dation, from  between  whose  stones  the 
original  lime  and  sand  had  washed  almost 
completely  away.  New  footings  were  re- 
quired, and  new  hard  oak  floors  were 
laid.  It  took  $5,000  of  the  appropriation 
to  rehabilitate  the  building  and  make  it 
adaptable  to  house  a modem  theatre. 

A half  dozen  windows  in  front  were 
walled  in,  leaving  those  on  the  second 
floor.  The  front  of  the  building  down  to 
first  floor  level  was  refaced  with  stucco. 
Outside  the  modern  marquee  and  below  it 
structural  glass  in  cadet  blue,  beige  and 
ivory  was  applied.  Over  1200  feet  of  neon 
serves  to  light  the  front.  The  smart  box- 
office  with  its  glass  block  base,  plate  glass 
windows  and  Venetian  blinds,  and  the 
doors  with  half-moon  plate  glass  insets 
and  long  chrome  hardware  are  character- 
istic of  the  modern  trend  now  so  prev- 
alent in  this  new  house. 

The  front  lobby  is  eight  feet  deep  by  14 


BEFORE  The  Majestic  Theatre,  moving  picture  offspring  of  the  old 
original  Kinney  Opera  House  in  Memphis,  Missouri,  differed 
little  from  its  forebear.  The  front  bore  no  resemblance  to  a modern  moving 
picture  theatre  and  the  auditorium  contained  many  opera  house  characteris- 
tics; such  things  as  a horseshoe  balcony  and  boxes,  fly  loft  and  stage  lighted 
by  carbon  filament  lamps,  an  1894  asbestos  curtain  and  sand  buckets  for  fire 
control. 


SSL- 


after  Time  Theatre  is  a sparkling  example  of  the  beauty  and  ef- 

ficiency which  modernization  of  old  properties  can  bring.  Its  front 
gleams  with  structural  glass  facing  and  neonized  display  facilities.  The  auditorium 
now  offers  comfort  as  well  as  beauty  and  simplicity  of  decoration.  Modern  materials 
and  equipment  have  given  new  life  to  this  theatre  where  a span  of  46  years  of  enter- 
tainment provision  has  been  achieved. 


feet  wide,  and  it  contains  two  40  by  60 
cases  and  a small  “lobby  shop.”  Between 
the  lobby  and  standee  rail  is  a four-foot 
“foyer”  with  two  40  by  60  cases. 

The  auditorium  is  streamlined  and  com- 
fortable. Sidewalls  and  ceilings  are  of 
standard  cut  acoustical  board  in  light 
brown  and  cream.  The  ceiling  is  of  white 
board  of  the  same  type  except  for  the 
spanner  of  cream  and  brown  in  the  cen- 
ter, which  conceals  fluorescent  lighting 
and  hot  and  cold  air  ducts  with  spaced 
outlets  to  augment  the  two  long  air  open- 
ings beneath  the  ceiling  over  the  stage. 

The  Time  Theatre’s  patronage  is  pri- 
marily rural;  hence  the  veneer  back  chairs 
were  selected.  However,  they  have  un- 
holstered  seat  cushions  to  assure  comfort. 

The  front  and  back  corners  of  the  audi- 
torium were  treated  identically.  Wide 
columns  are  faced  with  white,  cream  and 
brown,  and  the  doorways  in  these  “column 
corners”  are  framed  with  dark  brown  to 
match  the  wainscoting.  Navy  blue  and 
gold  plush  draperies  to  match  other  drap- 
eries in  the  theatre  are  used  at  this  point. 

The  “columns”  at  the  standee  rail  con- 
ceal restrooms  and  the  old  style  plumbing 
pipes  running  to  the  second  floor  of  the 
Time  building.  They  also  cover  the  stair- 
ways, one  on  each  side,  to  the  mezzanine 
and  pro.iection  room.  The  stairs  lead  also 
to  two  “cuddle”  balconies  on  each  side  of 
the  house.  They  contain  four  double  seats 
and  one  single  seat  on  each  side. 

In  creating  the  new  interior,  an  old 
horseshoe  balcony  and  boxes  were  re- 
moved. The  28-foot  deep  stage  was  torn 
out  and  replaced  by  one  seven  feet  deep. 
In  spite  of  the  loss  of  balcony  and  box 
seats,  the  number  of  seats  was  increased 
by  60  to  a total  of  440,  all  on  the  first 
floor.  They  are  31  inches  back  to  back, 
instead  of  29  inches  as  in  the  old  plan. 

Originally  the  building  dimensions  were 
40  by  90  feet.  Ten  feet  were  added  to  the 
back  to  carry  a special  insulated  room 
above  the  stage  in  which  are  the  ice  well 
(Mr.  Hays  has  a low  rate  on  ice)  and 
equipment  for  air  conditioning.  New  heat- 
ing equipment;  a coal  stoker  with  heating 
coil,  was  also  installed. 

The  new  Time  is  A1  Hauetter’s  twenty- 
seventh  theatre  remodeling  project  in  three 


and  one-half  years.  He  has  specialized 
in  the  reclamation  of  antiquated  theatre 
properties  throughout  the  Middlewest  and 
such  modern  cinemas  as  the  Time  bear 
bright  evidence  of  our  industry’s  progress 
through  the  rehabilitation  of  its  existing 
properties.  Well-planned  remodeling  such 
as  this  is  the  answer  to  one  of  our  in- 
dustry’s most  chronic  problems.  Again 
it  pays  to  modernize. 


IDENTIFICATION 
(Time  Theatre) 

ACOUSTICAL  BOARD:  Celotex  Corp. 

AIR  CONDITIONING:  American  Blower  Corp. 

CARPET:  Alexander  Smith  & Sons. 

DESIGNERS  & BUILDERS:  Modern  Theatre 
Decorators. 

DISPLAY  CASES:  Modern  Theatre  Decorators. 

DRAPERIES:  Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co. 

LIGHT  FIXTURES:  Summerour  & Devine. 

MARQUEE  & INTERIOR  NEON:  Star  Neon  Co. 

PROJECTION  & SOUND:  International  Projector 
Corp. 

SEATS:  Irwin  Seating  Company. 

THEATRE  FRONT:  Libbey-Owens-Ford  Glass  Co. 

WAINSCOTING:  Masonite  Corp. 

Additional  particulars  on  the  project  may  be  se- 
cured upon  request  to  The  Modern  Theatre  In- 
formation Bureau. 


THEATRE  MODERNIZING  GUIDE 

Through  the  co-operation  of  our  affiliated  architects,  leading  manufac- 
turers, their  engineers,  designers,  dealers,  contractors  and  others,  a ma- 
jority of  whom  are  active  members  of  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning 
Institute,  we  are  prepared  to  assist  the  theatre-owner  in  selection  and 
application  of  all  commodities  and  services  needed  in  remodeling  and 
modernizing  by  placing  him  in  touch  vdth  dependable  sources  of  sup- 
ply. As  sponsor  of  the  Institute,  we  strive  to  impartially  relay  each 
inquiry  only  to  sources  of  reliable  information.  However,  we  do  not 
guarantee  all  statements  or  claims  made  in  connection  with  products 
offered. 


MAIL  THIS  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  Planning  Institute,  12-7-40 

Room  334 — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111. 

Gentlemen:  Without  cost  or  obligation  please  arrange  to  have  data  supplied  to  us 
covering  the  following  subjects; 


□ Acoustics 

□ Air  Conditioning 

□ Amplifiers 

□ Architectural  Service 

□ Carpets 

□ Cleaning  Equipment 

□ Complete  Remodeling 


□ Decorating 

□ Heating  Equipment 

□ Lighting  Fixtures 

□ Lounge  Furniture 

□ Plumbing  Fixtures 

□ Projectors 

□ Projection  Lamps 


□ Screens 

□ Seating 

□ Signs  and  Marquees 

□ Sound  Equipment 

□ Theatre  Fronts 

□ Ticket  Machines 

□ Other  Subjects 


Theatre  Seating  Capacity.. 


Address 


City 


State., 


Signed.. 


(Owner-Manager) 
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Relation  of  Interior  Decoration  to 
Ornamentation  Outdoors 


A SUBURBAN  theatre  always  presents 
a problem  of  decoration  seldom  met 
in  a downtown  house,  where  the 
building  often  has  many  other  uses  and 
the  exhibitor  is  not  allowed,  or  probably 
does  not  wish  to  concern  himself  with 
much  more  than  the  marquee. 

In  the  suburban  theatre,  however,  a 

positive  relation  between  the  interior  and 
exterior  of  the  building  is  of  great  im- 
portance. It  is.  therefore,  advisable 

that  the  decorator,  who  is  essen- 

tially a colorist,  be  called  in  conference 
by  the  architect  before  the  final  selection 
of  outside  decorative  items,  such  as  struc- 
tural glass  or  porcelain,  and  the  color 
scheme  of  the  brick  or  stucco  are  decided. 

In  the  case  of  the  Almeda  Theatre  in 
Houston,  Texas,  a new  Interstate  Circuit 
house,  the  owner  and  the  architect  pre- 
ferred a colored  stucco  to  pure  white, 
which  they  felt  was  used  too  extensively 
in  that  particular  neighborhood.  There- 
fore, a pleasing  light  beige  was  used, 
shades  lighter  than  the  glass  bands,  and 
contrasting  with  the  deep  forest  green  of 
the  structural  glass  blocks  and  the  monu- 


mental main  sign.  The  terrazzo  also  fol- 
lowed the  green  and  light  orange  color 
scheme. 

These  colors  became  the  predominating 
values  in  the  lobby  also.  The  carpet 
naturally  provided  the  dominant  tone,  in 
its  standard  pattern  with  twirls  of  tans, 
light  orange  and  browns,  somewhat  sug- 
gestive of  tiger  stripes.  The  carpet  was 
laid  the  correct  way  from  entrance  to 
standee,  cross  laid  to  the  lounges  and  on 
the  stairway,  thus  inviting  the  eye  to  the 
balcony  lounge. 

Lounge  Treatment 

In  a moderate  size  theatre,  such  as  the 
Almeda,  the  lounge  is  a key  room  and, 
therefore,  easy  of  approach  with  a soft  and 
refined  atmosphere.  The  walls  were 
painted  a light,  almond  green  color,  the 
ceiling  ashes  of  roses  with  tea  rose  bands. 

Iridescent  light  provided  by  white  and 
yellow  neon  is  evenly  distributed  from  a 
central  cove,  which  follows  the  pattern  of 
the  floor  plan  on  a recessed  ceiling,  with 
a decorative  painting  of  clouds  and  birds 
in  silvery  blues. 

The  room  does  not  suggest  a stuffy 


square  box.  One  could  think  he  is  stand- 
ing in  the  luxuriously  appointed  hall  of  a 
palatial  ship.  The  glass  block  windows, 
the  built-in  seats,  following  the  curve  of 
the  walls,  finished  in  natural  birch  with  a 
sober  pink  upholstery,  add  to  this  impres- 
sion. Two  flat  decorative  panels,  simple 
modern  interpretation  of  the  egg-and-dart 
motif,  are  painted  on  the  wall  at  each  end 
to  indicate  the  approximate  position  of  the 
stairways.  Stylized  designs  of  birds  and 
leaves  above  the  built-in  seats  provide  a 
minimum  imagery  on  the  plain  walls. 

The  same  treatment  is  used  in  the 
ladies’  lounge  on  the  first  floor,  but  a 
squirrel  design  indicates  the  men’s  lounge. 
The  lounges  are  clever,  small,  round  rooms 
with  circular  coves  in  the  ceilings  lighted 
indirectly,  and  birch  built-in  seats.  Clean- 
liness and  economy  were  considered  first 
in  the  treatment  of  the  rest  rooms.  The 
fixtures  are  white,  and  so  is  the  modern 
trim  over  the  light  brown  rust  tiles  of  the 
wainscote. 

Restful  Atmosphere 

Leaving  the  glare  and  hubbub  of  the 
street,  the  theatre  patron  finds  in  the 
quiet  restful  lobby  and  mezzanine,  a logi- 
cal antechamber  to  the  auditorium.  The 
architect  designed  it  with  utmost  regard 
for  sound  reception  and  comfort  as  well. 
Round-edged  recesses,  from  the  side  of 
the  proscenium  to  the  back,  break  the 
length  of  the  side  walls  and  shelter  coves 
for  concealed  wall  and  ceiling  neon  light- 
ing. These  simple  structural  lines  gave  the 
decorator  an  excellent  opportunity  to  ex- 
ercise his  skill. 

The  basic  color  adopted  for  the  audi- 
torium is  a light  crepe  myrtle,  growing 
more  delicate  from  panel  to  panel  towards 
the  proscenium,  with  the  exception  of  the 
last  one  which  repeats  the  first  color  to 
counteract  the  light  spill  from  the  screen 
when  images  are  light.  This  darker  shade 
also  offered  a more  suitable  background 
for  murals  executed  in  grisaille  on  each 
side  of  the  proscenium.  One  mural  repre- 
sents sound;  a Muse  rises  above  a group  of 
classical  figures;  a faun  playing  a flute;  a 
demigod  with  a harp;  modern  violinists. 
Motion  is  depicted  in  the  other  mural  by  a 
group  of  dancers  caught  in  swift,  graceful 
lines.  These  are  original  compositions  of 
the  Texas  artists,  Marcel  Robin  and  Erwin 
Wesp. 

The  only  other  functional  space  for 
decorative  painting  came  from  the  need  to 
correct  the  excess  brightness  on  the  walls 
and  ceilings  near  the  cove  lighting.  Again 
the  egg-and-dart  motif  in  a broad  and 
modern  treatment  was  used  there. 

The  other  elements  of  decoration  are 
properly  related  to  the  general  coloring  of 
the  walls  and  ceiling,  the  seats  a warm 
russet  shade,  the  stage  drap>eries  a com- 
bination of  red  maroon  and  what  is  known 
to  the  trade  as  peanut  plush. 


Courtesy  to  the  customers  by  all  of  the 
theatre’s  employes  is  a big  factor  in  pub- 
lic relations.  Let  service  with  a smile  and 
a courteous  demeanor  be  a part  of  the 
training  of  the  ushers,  cashiers  and  oth- 
ers who  are  the  theatre’s  personal  repre- 
sentatives. 

The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


The  new  Almeda  Theatre  in  Houston, 
Texas,  is  a striking:  example  of  the 
mergriiig-  of  exterior  and  interior  deco- 
rative schemes.  To  avoid  what  so  often 
becomes  a cong^lomeration  when  it  is 
forffotten  that  exterior  and  interior  are 
both  parts  of  a well-rounded  whole,  the 
owners,  the  decorators  and  the  archi- 
tect worked  togrether  closely  to  bring: 
harmony  to  their  latest  creation.  Sim- 
ple lines  in  beiffe  colored  stucco  form 
the  exterior,  which  is  heightened  in  in- 
terest by  structural  glass  and  i>orceIain 
enamel  in  color.s  of  green  and  light 
«>nuige.  Within  the  house,  simple  plas- 
ter surfaces  are  treate<l  in  shades  of 
ght  crepe  myrtle  and  color  is  to  be 
found  In  the  warm  russet  of  seat  up- 
holstery and  red  draperies. 


Advisory  Service 

Since  modern  thea- 
tre decorating  is  a 
specialized  art  requir- 
ing counsel,  creative 
talent  and  planning 
ability  which  are  not 
usually  available  at  all 
points  of  the  country, 

Mr.  Hanns  R.  Teichert, 
nationally  known  thea- 
tre decorating  special- 
ist of  Chicago,  was  re- 
tained to  serve  our 
readers  in  an  advisory  capaeity.  He  will 
be  glad  to  correspond  with  any  who  may 
wish  information  and  advice  on  decorat- 
ing procedure.  All  such  inquiries  will  be 
given  prompt  attention.  Address  your  in- 
quiry to  The  Modern  Theatre,  332  S. 
Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  III.  It  will  be 
immediately  referred  to  Mr.  Teichert  for 
analysis  and  advice,  without  obligation. 
Please  include  postage  for  reply. — Editor. 


Functionality  Features  the 
Modern  Decorative  Style 

The  Modern  Style,  as  its  name  implies,  is 
an  attempt  to  express  present-day  modes 
of  living  in  appropriate  architectural  and 
decorative  forms.  Its  dominant  principle 
is  the  expression  of  function  in  form. 
Large,  severely  plain  surfaces,  flowing 
lines,  use  of  new  materials  and  new  uses 
of  old,  new  ways  of  combining  color  and 
texture  mark  this  movement.  Ornament, 
for  the  most  part,  is  sparingly  employed, 
commonly  as  a functional  feature.  The 
sincerity  and  straightforward  honesty  of 
the  movement  developed  in  its  more  re- 
cent works,  has  won  recognition  to  an  ex- 
tent that  makes  it  one  of  today’s  three 
dominant  decorative  styles — and  in  thea- 
tres the  outstandingly  dominant  motif. 
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'TORCH  OF  CIVILIZATION"  NOW  OFF  THE  PRESS 


The  fascinating  story  of  man’s  con- 
quest over  darkness  — literal  and 
figurative  darkness — is  dramatically 
told  in  a new  book,  “Torch  of  Civiliza- 
tion,” by  Matthew  Luckiesh,  D.  Sc.,  D.  E., 
director  of  General  Electric’s  Lighting  Re- 
search Laboratory  at  Nela  Park,  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  It  has  just  come  off  the  presses  of 
G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  New  York  City. 

From  the  first  to  the  last  of  its  296 
pages,  this  stimulating  romance  of  light 
whisks  the  reader  through  a variety  of 
worlds.  On  the  wings  of  the  author’s  live- 
ly imagination,  aboard  airplanes  and  light 
beams,  afoot  and  afloat,  the  reader  is 
taken  among  stars  and  atoms  and  within 
man  himself. 

The  new  book,  apparently  the  author’s 
answer  to  the  modern  black-out’s  sinister 
mocking  of  civilization,  is  indeed  timely. 
Although  it  is  so  written  as  to  hold  the  in- 
terest of  the  average  high  school  student, 
“Torch  of  Civilization”  contains  much  to 
capture  the  imagination  of  the  average 
adult.  It  is  the  cream  of  science  of  seeing 
facts  flavored  with  the  fruits  of  human 
endeavor  in  other  fields  and  temptingly 
coated  with  the  spirit  of  adventure. 

In  this,  the  twenty-first  of  books  (relat- 
ing to  light,  sight,  color,  health,  etc.)  writ- 
ten by  Luckiesh,  the  author  rises  to  his 
fullest  stature  as  a writer-scientist.  View- 
ing light  this  time  in  its  broadest  sense. 


Luckiesh  takes  the  reader  into  such  realms 
as  mythology,  religion,  philosophy,  history, 
physiology  and  biology.  Although,  he  fre- 
quenty  darts  off  into  space,  Luckiesh  quick- 
ly returns  to  lighting  research  on  each  oc- 
casion, and  with  a new  choice  morsel. 

“Torch  of  Civilization”  is  divided  into 
sixteen  chapters,  each  of  which  is  illus- 
trated with  an  intriguing  theme  photo.  In- 
cluded in  the  chapter  titles  are:  Dramas  of 
Light:  Swift  and  Silent  Light;  Mankind 
Comes  Indoors;  Flaming  Sources;  Modern 
Science  Evolves;  Fluorescent  Sources; 
Light  and  Sight;  Painting  With  Light,  and 
Challenging  the  Sun.  Other, chapters  are 
devoted  to  the  eras  of  gas  flames,  mantles, 
filament  sources  and  luminous  vapors. 

Printed  in  airy  11 -point  type  on  non- 
glossy paper  and  with  the  lines  of  type 
well  spaced,  “Torch  of  Civilization”  reads 
fast.  (Price:  $3.00). 


Appeal  to  Third  Sense 
Brings  New  Dimension 

“Dramatic  Zephyrs”  made  their  debut  at 
United  Detroit’s  Vogue  Theatre  in  Detroit 
recently  for  the  showing  of  “The  Sea 
Hawk.”  The  new  idea  was  developed  by 
Aromatix  Company  of  Detroit,  following 


four  years  of  experiment,  and  it  may  mark 
a new  development  in  theatre  accessories. 

Odors  appropriate  to  the  subject  of  the 
film  on  the  screen  are  wafted  into  the 
auditorium  as  the  scene  changes.  Typical 
odors  are  for  “outdoors,”  “waterfronts,” 
“forests,”  “night  clubs,”  “flowers,”  “fruits,” 
and  “food.”  The  Zephyrs  are  being  intro- 
duced as  a “new  dimension”  in  pictures, 
appealing  to  the  sense  of  smell  as  well  as 
the  familiar  appeals  to  sight  and  hearing. 

Comment  cards  were  given  out  to  pa- 
trons, and  they  were  asked  to  give  reac- 
tions. Preponderance  was  markedly  fav- 
orable, according  to  United  Detroit  Thea- 
tres’ spokesmen. 


Tell  your  patrons  to  do  a little  Christ- 
mas Shopping  for  entertainment  that  will 
help  them  relax  after  the  hectic  prepara- 
tions for  holiday  spirit. 


LITERATURE 


The  following  concerns  have  recently 
filed  copies  of  interesting  descriptive  liter- 
ature with  The  Modern  Theatre  Informa- 
tion Bureau.  Readers  who  may  wish  copies 
of  such  literature  may  obtain  them 
promptly  by  addressing  The  Modem  Thea- 
tre, 332  S.  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois. 

Plandaire,  Inc.,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  sub- 
mits a bulletin  on  a new  combination  sup- 
ply and  return  high  velocity  air  distribu- 
tion terminal  tradenamed  the  “Kno- 
Draft.”  Mounting  details  and  dimension 
table  are  included  and  the  device  is  de- 
scribed understandably. 

Stoner  Corporation,  of  Aurora,  Illinois, 
presents  an  attractive  folder  on  the  “Uni- 
vendor,” in  which  various  models  are  pic- 
tured and  described  and  their  adaptations 
are  outlined.  Mechanisms  of  the  com- 
pany’s confection  vending  machines  are 
shown  and  the  large  capacities  of  various 
models  are  also  to  be  noted. 

Vallen,  Inc.,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  submits  an 
interesting  little  pamphlet  on  Vallen  Cur- 
tain Tracks  and  Controls  entitled  “I  Won’t 
Go  On!”  The  new  Model  150  All-Steel 
Safety  Track  is  particularly  described  and 
pictured  in  this  piece  of  literature  and  its 
advantages  are  outlined  in  detail. 

Walker -American  Corporation,  of  New 
York  City,  presents  the  new  Walker  Plas- 
tic-Molded Screen  in  descriptive  literature 
now  available  which  outlines  advantages, 
explains  construction  and  contains  a sam- 
ple of  the  new  screen. 

Western  Electric  Company,  of  New  York 
City,  submits  a bulletin  on  a new  line  of 
speech  input  equipment  for  broadcasting 
stations  or  motion  picture  studios.  The 
new  equipment  employs  unit  construction 
in  both  electrical  and  mechanical  aspects 
and  is  interesting  to  theatre  men  as  an 
example  of  progress  in  sound. 

Notice:  Manufacturers  of  all  products 
adapted  to  theatre  modernization  or  main- 
tenance are  invited  to  file  latest  copies  of 
their  catalogues  or  descriptive  literature 
with  The  Modern  Theatre  Information  Bu- 
reau.— The  Editor. 
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Don't  Be  Fooled 

By  Make-shifts 
There  Is  Only  One  ORIGINAL 

WAGNER  MULTI-SIZE  LETTER 

If  anyone  offers  you  imitation  silhouette  letters  of  the  lug  type  ask  them  about  the  lugs  wear- 
ing out,  the  possibility  of  letters  falling  out  of  sign  and  the  grave  danger  of  damage  suits. 

INSIST  UPON  WAGNER  LETTERS 

Fully  Protected  hy  Patents.  Send  for  literature. 

WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  Inc. 


218  S.  Hoyne  Ave. 
CHICAGO 


123  W.  64th  St. 


706  E.  Hancock  Atc. 


NEW  YORK  DETROIT 

Pacific  Coast  Representative:  B.  F.  Shearer  Company 


6 Britain  St. 
TORONTO 
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A SIMPLE  AID  TO  SANITATION  INTRODUCED 


For  more  than  three  and  one-half 
years  dynamic  Thomas  Par  ran,  Sur- 
geon General  of  the  United  States,  has 
been  driving  home  via  public  press  and 
radio  the  causes  and  treatment  of  social 
diseases.  With  a heightened  public  aware- 
ness that  these  and  many  other  dread  ail- 
ments are  transmittable  through  the  com- 
mon toilet  seat,  it  is  small  wonder  that  in- 
terest is  centering  on  a new  device  which 
completely  sanitizes  the  seat  surface  after 
each  using. 

The  Sterilseat,  introduced  to  the  mar- 
ket only  a few  months  ago,  employs  the 
powerful  germ-killing  rays  of  the  West- 
inghouse  Sterilamp  to  effect  an  amazingly 
high  degree  of  sterilization.  Completely 
automatic  in  operation  and  engineered  for 
installation  on  existing  plumbing  fixtures, 
this  seat  unit  consumes  no  more  current 
than  a small  electric  bulb.  Claimed  to  be 
trouble-free  and  needing  only  semi-annual 
replacement  of  the  tubular  lamp,  the  new 
seat  is  winning  favorable  comment  and 
hearty  approval  everywhere  it  has  been 
placed.  The  growing  list  of  installations 
includes  hotels,  schools,  banks,  theatres, 
department  stores,  gas  stations  and  trans- 
portation terminals. 


SOUTH  AMERICAN  WAY 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  of  Brazil  has 
started  construction  of  two  new  theatres 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  Metro  Theatre, 
Tijuca,  (architectural  rendering  here 
shown)  and  the  Metro  Theatre,  Copaca- 
bana.  Both  will  he  modern  2,000-seat 
houses,  orchestra-balcony  type  and  com- 
pletely air-conditioned.  They  will  probably 
be  ready  for  opening  in  May,  1941. 


While  new  in  its  application  to  the  sani- 
tization of  toilet  seats,  the  Sterilamp  is  a 
tried  and  accepted  product  by  physicians 
and  bacteriologists  in  a number  of  fields. 
Many  leading  hospitals  reduce  air-bom 
contamination  over  operating  tables  by  ex- 
posing the  patient  to  the  sanitizing  rays 
of  this  amazing  light.  Another  of  its  in- 
teresting uses  is  as  a bactericidal  element 
in  the  meat  packing  industry. 

For  the  first  time,  the  Sterilamp  has 
made  possible  definite  control  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  “ultra-violet”  radiation  which 
is  effective  in  destroying  bacteria,  molds 
and  other  micro-organisms.  Science  has 
proved  that  here  is  a new  and  practical 
method  of  sanitization. 

When  the  Sterilseat  unit  is  approached 
the  seat  is  in  a vertical  position,  flush 
with  the  back  panel.  To  use,  the  seat  is 
pulled  down.  After  use,  it  automatically 
returns  for  sanitization. 

Competent  industrial  designers  were  con- 
sulted in  creating  the  modern  design  of 
the  new  seat  and  its  every  detail  bespeaks 
sanitation.  For  ready  identification,  an 
attractive  enamel  sign  with  blue  cross  em- 
blem is  packed  with  the  unit  for  attach- 
ment to  the  booth  door. 


Advertising  Projector 

Aids  in  Exploitation 

Exhibitors  can  use  an  advertising  pro- 
jector in  many  ways  and  in  many  spots. 
An  advertising  message  can  be  projected 
in  the  lobby  entrance  to  announce  coming 
attractions,  thus  catching  the  patron’s  eye 
as  he  departs  from  the  theatre.  Or  it  can 
be  projected  on  the  carpet,  on  any  flat 


surface,  on  the  screen  as  a novelty  or  on 
the  marquee. 

An  advertising  projector  of  the  travel - 
word  type  presents  a message  in  letters  six 
inches  to  six  feet  in  height,  indoors  or  out- 
doors, and  in  colors  if  desired.  Others  will 
present  pictures,  scenes,  trademarks  and 
so  forth  in  a manner  that  is  most  attrac- 
tive to  passersby.  This  inexpensive  type 
of  advertising  provides  all  the  features  of 
effective  sales  promotion — action,  motion 
and  repetition. 


Change  Makers  Help  to 
Create  House  Appeal 

Mechanical  change-makers  in  twenty 
years  of  banking  service  and  more  recent- 
ly in  theatres  and  restaurants  have  dem- 
onstrated their  accuracy  and  time-saving 
over  making  change  by  hand.  The  ad- 
vantages of  mechanical  change-making 
are  now  available  at  economical  prices 
which  make  them  even  more  attractive  as 
a means  of  modernizing  the  business-end 
of  theatres. 

The  modern  change-maker  is  conven- 
ient and  compact,  an  attractive  piece  of 
boxoffice  equipment.  It  is  practically 
noiseless  and  accuracy  is  never  to  be 
doubted.  The  cashier  who  has  a modern 
money-changer  at  her  disposal  is  being 
aided  in  efficiency  by  a little  marvel  of 
intricate  engineering.  And  the  manage- 
ment profits  by  this  greater  efficiency  and 
speeding  up  of  traffic  into  the  house. 


Try  warmer  colored  lighting  within  the 
theatre  for  winter-time  operation.  It 
casts  a warmer  glow  over  the  entire  house 
and  is  an  aid  to  warmer  relations  with  the 
public  at  this  time  of  year. 


AMERICA'S  NO.  1 DEFENSE 

Against  Curtain  Operating  Failures 


UJLUJLJLCmj 


Vallen,  Inc.  are  specialized  manufacturers  and 
designers  of  all-steel  curtain  tracks  and  preci- 
sion operated  controls.  They  produce  equipment 
to  meet  every  need,  big  or  little.  Get  in  touch 
with  Vallen's  experienced  engineers — they  may 
point  the  way  to  new  economies  and  finer,  more 
dependable,  precise  curtain  performance. 

Vallen  manufactures  a control  to  meet  your  specific  need. 

VALLEN,  INC.,  AKRON,  OHIO 
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The  Public  Learns  About  Air 
Conditioning  from  You 

By  Gordon  H.  Simmons* 


A PERSON  isn’t 
converted  to  re- 
ligion unless  it 
reaches  his  inmost 
emotions — ^unless  he 

feels  it,  imless  he  be- 
lieves in  what  it 
stands  for.  And  like- 
wise, a person  doesn’t 
get  much  satisfaction 
out  of  science  unless 
he  believes  in  it.  Men- 
tal conceptions  are  not 
worth  a tinker’s  dam  unless  they  are  con- 
verted into  dynamic  action. 

We  are  supposed  to  be  living  in  a sci- 
entific age.  Like  fun  we  are!  We  think 
and  act  just  like  our  ancestors  did;  many 
times  like  our  ancestors  who  hung  from 
the  trees  by  their  tails. 

When  we  attempt  to  solve  a problem 
scientifically  and  fail,  our  conception  of 
the  science  involved  is  inadequate.  But 
when  after  repeated  trials  and  failures 
we  have  learned  to  do  a certain  thing  sci- 
entifically and  learned  to  be  able  to  do  it 
every  time,  then  we  have  to  resort  to  bally- 
hoo to  make  other  people  believe  in  us. 
That’s  the  reason  for  advertising. 

I’M  No  Colossus 

I haven’t  yet  got  aroimd  to  advertising 
my  wares  as  “colossal,  stupendous,  mag- 
nificent,” as  you  do  with  the  help  of  the 
picture  producers.  I’d  have  a colossal 
nerve  to  do  that.  But  I can  boldly  and 
baldly  say  that  those  of  you  who  have  in- 
telligently followed  the  principles  I have 
expounded  have  not  been  led  astray,  nor 
taken  for  a ride. 

The  wares  I have  to  advertise  in  this 
journal  are  the  kind  that  can  be  given 
away  without  diminishing  the  stock.  I 
deal  in  “ideas”  and  only  that.  And  since 
such  things  are  hard  to  sell,  I just  thought 
I’d  give  them  away,  expecting  to  receive 
some  of  yours  in  return.  When  it  comes 
to  “ideas,”  I am  always  ready  to  “swap 
you  one;”  but  I am  still  looking  for  a 
theatre  owner  willing  to  swap  even  that. 

What  I want  to  do,  and  I’ll  do  it  or 
bust  a puckering  string,  is  improve  the- 
atre air  conditioning  practice.  As  to  how 
I’m  going  to  do  it,  I guess  your  guess  is 
as  good  as  mine.  I am  handling  a sci- 
entific subject  unscientifically.  And  you 
folks  are  handling  me  the  same  way;  not 

•Air  Conditioning  Engineer,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


that  I don’t  enjoy  it,  for  I do.  But  we 
should  get  serious  with  one  another  now 
and  then,  and  the  burden  of  my  sermon 
should  not  always  be:  “Listen  to  Me!” 

Of  course,  I do  listen  to  you  when  you 
write  me  about  your  personal  air  condi- 
tioning troubles.  But  there  is  a bigger 
thing  at  stake  and  I wish  you’d  consider 
me  seriously  when  I say  it. 

You  can  have  an  outstanding  air  con- 
ditioning job  if  you  want  it  and  are  will- 
ing to  pay  a reasonable  price  for  it.  You 
can  have  the  kind  of  job  that  is  almost 
as  scarce  as  hen’s  teeth,  in  the  threatre 
industry.  You  can  have  the  kind  of  job 
that  is  self-operating,  that  asks  no  favors 
of  you  other  than  to  let  it  alone.  You 
can  have  the  kind  of  job  whose  operating 
cost  is  low,  with  satisfaction  because  of 
the  comfort  they  (the  customers)  get  out 
of  it.  And  finally,  you  can  have  this  kind 
of  job  at  no  greater  cost  than  what  is  now 
being  spent  for  standard  types  of  in- 
stallations. 

Watch  Your  Hook-Up 

You  will  use  some  of  the  same  types  and 
brands  of  apparatus  that  you  have  been 
buying  right  along,  and  then  discarding, 
but  you  will  hook  them  up  differently. 
Particularly,  you  will  do  things  to  your 
building  that  will  give  your  apparatus  a 
chance  to  function  properly.  One  item 
that  should  never  be  overlooked  is  insula- 
tion. Another  item  is  automatic  controls. 
A third  item  is  decent  space  in  a proper 
location  for  the  apparatus.  Air  condi- 
tioning installations  are  being  made  now 
that  are  as  simple  as  putting  a watch  in 
you  hip  pocket.  Instead  of  building  the 
theatre  around  a properly  designed  job, 
the  job  can  be  fitted  into  the  house. 

I have  had  theatre  owners  write  me  that 
they  wanted  me  to  design  a proper  job  for 
them.  Then  I have  enthusiastically  put 
pencil  on  paper  and  worked  out  drawings 
that  were  beautiful — with  a nice  border, 
classical  lettering,  and  every  bloomin’  thing 
specified  down  to  the  last  screw.  I was 
informed  later  on  that  they  had  given 
their  jobs  to  the  XYZ  Company,  whose 
bid  was  the  lowest  of  the  lot.  Was  I em- 
barrassed? W-e-1-1,  NO!! 

As  a salesman,  of  other  peoples’  pro- 
ducts, I cannot  hope  to  compete  by  mail 
with  the  fellow  who  makes  a personal  call; 
nor  do  I intend  to.  I still  maintain  that 


it  is  your  theatre,  your  money,  and  your 
privilege  to  do  whatever  it  is  in  your  lit- 
tle hearts  to  do.  But  I can  sit  here  in  far 
off  Milwaukee  and  holler  at  you.  I get 
some  satisfaction  out  of  that. 

Now  for  goodness  sakes,  don’t  think  of 
air  conditioning  as  simply  a thing  capable 
of  cooling  you  off.  The  darn  thing  has 
got  me  “all  het  up.”  And  I want  to  raise 
your  temperature  about  it,  too.  In  many 
States,  winter  is  nine  months  long.  In 
my  state,  we  only  have  thirty  hot  days 
all  year,  yet  Wisconsin  is  pretty  well  air 
conditioned.  Yes,  I helped. 

Winter  air  conditioning  is  the  big  thing 
about  this  business — maybe  not  in  the- 
atres, but  it  should  be.  Nevertheless,  you 
people  really  don’t  believe  me.  I can  feel 
it  in  my  bones. 

I need  air  conditioning  because  I am 
handling  a hot  subject.  And  what  gets  me 
hotter  and  hotter  is  that  you  are  still  only 
luke  warm.  Oh  how  I wish  I could  build 
a fire  under  you  and  get  you  to  moving 
faster  in  the  direction  of  bigger  and  better 
air  conditioning.  I’ll  do  it  too,  if  the  good 
Lord  only  shows  me  how  and  gives  me 
strength  to  do  it! 

The  Big  Obstacle 

I have  faith  in  the  future  of  this  in- 
dustry but  I look  upon  bad  installation  as 
the  main  obstacle  to  its  progress.  That’s 
plain  talk.  The  obstacle  is  lack  of  educa- 
tion on  the  part  of  you  and  your  public 
in  regard  to  “what  air  conditioning  is” 
and  “what  it  can  do.”  Now  the  public 
comes  to  see  you  to  the  tune  of  ten  mil- 
lions per  day.  Hence  it  receives  its  ideas 
about  air  conditioning  from  what  many  of 
you  don’t  have.  And  manufacturers  con- 
tinue to  advertise  its  advantages  only  to 
those  who  are  out  to  sell  you  some  equip- 
ment! 

If  everybody  in  this  industry  just  lived 
with  you  until  you  got  religion  on  this 
subject,  the  growing  number  of  air  condi- 
tioning skeptics  among  you  and  your  pub- 
lic would  be  greatly  lessened.  Their  skep- 
ticism has  hurt  my  business,  and  you 
haven’t  helped  it,  at  least  not  very  much. 

If  you  had  ignored  me,  I would  have 
discontinued  my  efforts  long  ago.  But 
you  haven’t  done  that.  You  have  not,  how- 
ever, realized  the  one  thing  I stand  for 
and  tried  to  help  me  put  it  across.  The 
fact  that  what  I stand  for  does  cause  the 
boxoffice  to  do  more  business,  is  only 
incidental  to  me.  I am  interested  in  a 
scientific  achievement  that  is  now  a fact 
after  many  years  of  repeated  failures. 

I want  to  bring  1941  air  conditioning 
practice  and  lay  it  in  your  laps,  yet  many 
of  you  have  gone  spraddle-legged  on  me. 
It’s  no  fun  to  spend  a lifetime  working 
something  out  and  working  hard  to  do  it, 
and  then  find  I’ve  got  to  work  harder 


Are  You  Confused? 

The  subject  of  Air  Conditioning  explained  in 
common,  non-technical  every-day  terms  be- 
comes less  baffling  to  the  man  who  wants  to 
bn.v  eqnipment.  If  you  are  confused  regard- 
ing the  application  of  air  conditioning  to 
your  theatre,  write  a letter  to  Gordon  H. 
Simmons,  926  N.  Cass  Avenue,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  outlining  your  conditions,  seating 
capacity,  room  dimension,  present  equipment, 
etc.  Give  him  the  facts.  ENCT.OSE  POSTAGE 
for  reply  and  he’ll  be  glad  to  analyze  yonr 
layout  and  give  you  unbiased  recommenda- 
tions on  your  requirements. 
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SIMMONS'  Q-AND-A  CORNER 

Problems  presented  herein  are  bona  fide  and  are  not  imasrinary  concoctions  for  the  purpose  of  mis- 
representing reader  interest.  Original  signed  letters  are  on  file  for  examination,  sub.iect  to  the  ap- 
proval of  correspondents. 


to  get  my  findings  accepted.  Since  you 
are  showmen,  it  seems  the  best  way  to  get 
your  attention  is  to  run  a circus.  Half  of 
you  consider  me  as  some  kind  of  a clown, 
I am  sure. 

But  a clown  can  be  serious  at  odd  mo- 
ments, and  I sure  am  serious  about  this. 
Must  I appeal  to  you  with  crocodile  tears 
in  my  eyes?  O.  K.  then,  somebody  mail 
me  an  onion.  (I  bet  I get  one,  too.) 

But  seriously  fellows,  we’ve  got  a hot 
subject  here-=one  that  will  improve  your 
gate  receipts,  and  many  of  you  have  wailed 
to  me  about  the  paucity  of  your  patronage, 
giving  this  as  a reason  for  not  doing  any- 
thing now.  Well,  I don’t  go  to  many  pic- 
ture houses  because  of  interior  climactic 
conditions  I have  encountered  there  before, 
either  with  or  without  a pass.  And  possi- 
bly many  other  fellow-citizens  feel  the 
same  way  I do. 

Ought  To  Be  a Law 

The  only  reason  I don’t  agitate  for  na- 
tion-wide legislation  similar  to  what  pre- 
vails in  Wisconsin  in  regard  to  ventilation 
of  public  and  quasi-public  places,  is  that 
I have  eaten  your  bread,  drunk  your  wine, 
received  your  friendship  and  want  to  give 
it  in  return. 

I feel  with  increasing  confidence  as  the 
months  roll  along,  that  I can  induce  you 
as  public-spirited  citizens  to  take  better 
care  of  the  health  of  your  patrons  while 
they  are  in  your  custody.  You  can  catch 
more  flies  with  syrup  than  with  mustard, 
every  time. 

Sometimes  I feel  that  I am  putting  too 
much  mustard  into  these  articles.  Some- 
times I get  too  impatient,  I suppose.  But 
this  department  is  being  continued  be- 
cause of  “reader  interest.”  And  if  that 
was  not  true,  ye  editor  would  have 
scrapped  it  long  ago.  Also,  it’s  being  con- 
tinued because  ye  editor  and  I are  having 
lots  of  fun.  You’d  be  surprised  what  comes 
in  the  mails.  Thank  fortune,  there  is  a 
class  of  people  who  don’t  take  life  too 
seriously;  who  have  a sense  of  humor  and 
wholehearted  friendliness.  The  belly- 
shaking laughs  you  have  permitted  us  to 
share  still  cause  tears  in  our  eyes  just  to 
think  of  some  of  them.  But  there’s 
tragedy  in  most  of  them. 

So  you  are  all  special  pets  of  mine  even 
if  I do  occasionally  like  to  take  a poke 
at  you.  Honestly  fellows,  you  have  made 
my  face  all  wrinkled,  but  none  of  the 
wrinkles  turn  down. 

Now  it’s  all  very  well  for  us  to  go  social 
with  one  another.  As  Baby  Snooks  says: 
— “I  like  it.”  But  I’d  like  too  for  more 
of  my  ideas  to  be  incorporated  in  theatre 
air  conditioning  practice,  and  whether 
or  not  I get  credit  for  it  isn’t  important. 

Yes,  I’m  still  willing  to  be  a sort  of 
Beatrice  Fairfax  to  the  unconditioned, 
willing  to  “^help  you  save  money  when  and 
as  I can.  But  this  isn’t  why  I write  and 
this  isn’t  why  I spend  my  time  answering 
your  letters.  I do  it  because  I realize  the 
need  of  ballyhoo — advertising  if  you  want 
to  call  it  that. 

Somebody  told  me  “It  pays  to  advertise.” 
He  sold  me  an  idea,  and  I am  reducing 
it  to  dynamic  action.  I suppose  that  when 
I am  dead  and  buried,  somebody  will  carve 
on  my  tombstone  a proper  epitaph.  It  may 
read: — 

“Here  lies  an  eminent  air  conditioning 
engineer. 

Poor  guy,  he  went  to  an  unconditioned 
resting  place.” 


My  handicaps  and  troubles  encountered 
in  trying  to  be  of  some  service  to  my  con- 
fidants at  long  distance  are  typically  ex- 
pressed in  the  following  exchange  of  cor- 
respondence with  a theatre  owner  out  in 
Iowa. 

The  Letter:  “In  reply  to  your  letter  of 
Oct.  26,  I shall  endeavor  to  give  you  the 
necessary  information  so  that  you  can 
give  me  definite  information  on  air  condi- 
tioning. 

“The  auditorium  is  110  feet  long  and  20 
feet  wide,  the  ceiling  at  stage  end  about 
141/2  feet  and  at  back  about  10  feet. 

“There  are  325  seats.  There  is  not 
enough  attic  space  for  ceiling  ducts,  but 
there  are  two  grilles  on  the  front  wall — 
one  on  either  side  of  the  stage,  about  a 
foot  from  the  ceiling. 

“I  should  like  to  know  what  size  blowers 
I would  need  to  use  in  connection  with  a 
water  spray  system.  I can  get  outside  air 
and  can  use  a water  spray  system  in  a 
room  adjoining  the  auditorium  on  the  same 
floor. 

“Please  don’t  think  I am  inquiring  out 
of  idle  curiosity,  but  Boxoffice  Magazine 
undoubtedly  forwarded  my  inquiry  to  you 
because  you  were  qualified  to  be  able  to 
help  me. 

“I  shall  be  very  appreciative  of  any  in- 
formation you  can  give  me  in  your  capac- 
ity as  an  expert  in  this  field. — F.  L.” 


My  Answer:  “Replying  to  your  inquiry 
of  November  4,  of  course  I can  help  you 
and  will  be  glad  to  do  it.  But  won’t  you 
let  the  first  glib  salesman  that  calls  on  you 
give  you  other  ideas  quite  contrary  to 
mine? 

“A  letter  such  as  this  one  can’t  have  the 
power  of  that  personal  solicitation.  Espe- 
cially when  a salesman  tells  you  he  can  do 
a better  job  for  less  money.  Frankly,  I 


Dehumidifiers  Serve  as 
Protection  to  Property 

Dampness  and  condensation  take  their 
annual  toll  in  amounts  that  are  staggering 
— causing  damage  and  loss  in  theatres  as 
well  as  other  places.  Dampness  is  most 
frequently  caused  by  air  filled  to  overflow- 
ing with  moisture,  and  it  is  most  prevalent 
in  enclosed  spaces  having  a lower  than 
normal  atmospheric  temperature  and  in 
areas  where  air  movement  is  restricted. 
Dampness  is  penetrating  and  destroys  by 
rust,  rot,  mold,  mildew,  tarnish,  deteriora- 
tion and  discoloration  such  things  as  ma- 
chinery, equipment,  fine  instruments,  elec- 
trical controls,  materials,  records,  valuable 
papers,  works  of  art,  fabrics  and  furnish- 
ings. However,  it  can  be  eliminated. 

High  humidity  is  of  equal  concern  in 
theatres.  High  humidity  is  air-borne  mois- 
ture in  excess  of  the  normal  amount  de- 


am  about  to  give  up  the  struggle  with  you 
theatre  owners  because  there’s  a salesman 
in  every  hamlet  who  confesses  that  he 
knows  far  more  about  this  business  than  I 
do  and  the  theatre  owner  believes  him. 

“Just  wi'iting  such  a letter  as  this  takes 
$5.00  of  my  time  and  it’s  worth  far  more 
than  that  if  my  instructions  are  followed, 
but  not  otherwise.  And  I really  feel  that 
I am  writing  it  for  your  waste  basket. 
Tell  me  if  I’m  wrong. 

“A  325-seat  theatre  requires  a blower 
to  deliver  10,000  CFM  of  air.  It’s  outlet 
velocity  should  not  exceed  1,500  feet  per 
minute.  I can  buy  such  a blower  for  about 
$165.00  less  motor,  but  somebody  will  offer 
you  a blower  for  less  money  because  there 
are  ‘grades’  of  blowers  just  like  auto- 
mobiles. 

“You  tell  me  you  propose  to  use  a 
water  spray  system.  And  this  information 
is  what  disheartens  me.  Because  I know 
that  in  your  locality  you  have  cold  water 
or  can  get  it  at  small  expense.  Which 
with  a coil  costing  around  $500  would  give 
you  real  air  conditioning  results. 

“And  when  you  attempt  to  distribute 
air  through  an  auditorium  only  20  feet 
wide  by  14  feet  maximum  ceiling  height,  it 
requires  more  than  just  a mouthy  salesman 
to  minimize  the  effect  of  breeze.  Should 
you  use  a spray  system  in  your  house, 
you’d  have  to  increase  the  amount  of  air 
required  beyond  what  I’ve  called  for  and 
your  customers  would  have  to  sit  in  a draft 
while  enduring  something  that  is  not  air 
conditioning. 

“Suppose  you  did  spend  $1,000  and 
spread  it  over  a period  of  three  years. 
What  of  it?  Do  you  think  this  a large 
price  to  pay  for  something  reasonably 
decent?  Glad  to  advise  you  of  course.  And 
serve  you  if  you  want  me  to.  But  if  you 
follow  my  recommendations,  it  might  be 
a terrible  shock  to  me. — G.  H.  S.” 


sirable  for  any  specific  use.  The  relative 
humidity  in  air  at  a given  temperature 
rises  as  the  temperature  decreases,  vei*y 
often  reaching  the  dew  point  and  result- 
ing in  condensation. 

Excessive  moisture  in  the  air  slows  down 
efficiency  of  operation  and  is  detrimental 
to  both  mechanical  equipment  and  fur- 
nishings. But  high  humidity  also  can  be 
controlled. 

There  are  now  units  specifically  de- 
signed and  constructed  to  dehumidify  the 
air.  They  are  simple  in  design  and  low  in 
operating  costs.  Although  not  mechanical 
refrigeration  cooling  units,  the  devices  are 
effective  in  filtering  the  air  treated,  re- 
moving dirt,  dust  and  pollen. 


Refer  to  following  page  on  which  Sim- 
mons presents  “What’s  New  in  Air  Con- 
ditioning’’ and  offers  to  get  further  in- 
formation on  the  product  for  you. 
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WHAT'S  NEW  IN  AIR  CONDITIONING 


has  just  been  demonstrated.  This  field 
should  open  up  considerable  opportunity 
in  the  near  future  as  a result  of  industrial 
expansion.” 


Reposing  placidly  on  my  drafting  board 
at  this  moment  is  a specification  sheet 
from  a leading  manufacturer  of  air  condi- 
tioning equipment — one  of  the  few  who 


and  vertical  louvres  adjustable  affording 
(it  is  said)  an  even  air  flow,  no-draft 
circulation  and  a wider  choice  than  cus- 
tomary in  outlet  locations.  All  of  which 


Intimate  view  of  a new  outlet  instrument  designed  for  complete  air  distribution. 


has  shown  much  interest  in  relieving  the 
painful  experiences  of  theatre  air  condi- 
tioning during  the  past  few  years.  The 
subject  is  a new  type  of  outlet  which  it  is 
claimed  gives  complete  air  distribution  un- 
der a wide  variety  of  conditions.  It 
comes  in  32  standard  sizes,  with  horizontal 


sounds  reasonable  and  the  picture  of  it, 
here  presented,  is  impressive.  I’d  like  to 
tell  you  more  but  space  is  limited.  So  if 
you’re  interested  and  want  details,  drop 
me  a post  card  and  I’ll  put  the  manufac- 
turer in  touch  with  you  pronto. — G.  H.  S. 


ONLY  ONE  IN  SIX  THEATRES  AIR  CONDITIONED 


CITING  figures  to  prove  his  conten- 
tion that  the  potential  market  for 
air  conditioning  “barely  has  been 
scratched,”  Dr.  Willis  H.  Carrier,  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Carrier  Corporation, 
declared  in  an  address  before  the  Board  of 
Directors  at  a recent  meeting  in  Chicago, 
that  the  outlook  for  the  air  conditioning 
industry  is  more  encouraging  today  than 
ever  before. 

“The  air  conditioning  market  of  the 
future,”  he  said,  “lies  in  the  equipment  of 
a multitude  of  small  theatres,  business 
places,  shops,  restaurants,  hotels,  and 
apartment  houses  throughout  the  country.” 
Dr,  Carrier  pointed  out  that  only  5.46  per 
cent  of  the  nation’s  office  buildings;  0.3 
per  cent  of  the  apartment  houses  and  13.9 
per  cent  of  the  hotels  have  been  air  con- 
ditioned up  to  now. 

“At  the  start  of  this  year,  air  condition- 
ing had  been  installed  in  3,010  industrial 
plants,  but  this  amounted  to  only  1.78  per 
cent  of  the  nation’s  169,111  factories,” 
Dr.  Carrier  said:  “At  the  same  time, 
40,247  installations  had  been  made  in 
commercial  markets,  or  a total  of  only  2.8 
per  cent  of  the  saturation  point  in  that 
field.” 


Tobacco  factories  were  the  most  com- 
pletely air  conditioned  of  all  plants  in  the 
industrial  market,  he  reported.  Air  con- 
ditioning plants  have  been  installed  in  23.5 
per  cent  of  these  factories.  Second  in  the 
industrial  field  are  candy  factories,  with 
10.81  per  cent  of  the  total.  Fur  storage 
plants  place  third  with  5.63  but  in  no 
other  fields  had  even  1 per  cent  of  the 
saturation  point  been  reached.  Even 
among  theatres,  only  one  out  of  every  six 
throughout  the  country,  is  really  air  con- 
ditioned, he  said. 

Furthermore,  less  than  one  out  of  every 
five  department  stores  has  been  air  con- 
ditioned, in  spite  of  the  fact  that,  together 
with  theatres,  they  have  reached  the 
highest  saturation  point  among  all  com- 
mercial markets.  Only  1.38  per  cent  of 
the  total  number  of  drug  stores  have  been 
air  conditioned:  only  1.8  per  cent  of  res- 
taurants: 2.69  per  cent  of  the  banks  and 
2.21  per  cent  of  all  other  likely  retail 
stores. 

“In  office  buildings  we  believe  a great 
expansion  of  our  market  is  about  to  take 
place,”  Dr.  Carrier  said.  “In  industry  the 
economic  advantage  of  air  conditioning,  as 
well  as  its  near  necessity  in  precision  work. 


Replace  Toilet  Seats 

and  Improve  Sanitation 

What  can  be  done  about  a shabby  look- 
ing toilet  seat?  Fortunately  the  problem 
is  quite  easily  solved.  It  involves  only  a 
simple  change  that  anyone  can  make 
quickly  with  a pair  of  pliers.  The  cost  is 
so  small  that  no  one  who  realizes  how 
small  it  is  will  put  up  with  the  eyesore  of 
the  toilet  room  another  minute. 

Simply  replace  the  old  seat  with  a new 
one — a change  that  can  be  made  in  a 
few  minutes.  New  modern  toilet  seats  are 
available  for  every  size  and  type  of  bowl. 
For  theatre  use  seats  guaranteed  to  resist 
hard  wear  and  abuse  are  now  being  pro- 
duced. Shining  surfaces  which  are  neither 
paint  nor  enamel,  but  a specially  enduring 
material  that  will  not  crack,  split  or  dis- 
color, make  them  particularly  adaptable 
for  theatres.  And  this  means  of  showing 
greater  consideration  of  patrons’  comfort 
and  discrimination  is  not  expensive. 


Disinfectants  Helpful 
To  Health  Maintenance 

Today,  more  than  ever  before,  health 
authorities  are  endeavoring  to  obtain 
clean  and  healthy  surroundings  for  the 
public.  Sanitary  codes  have  been  drawn 
up  by  many  associations  and  laws  and 
regulations  have  been  passed  by  state 
legislatures  not  only  to  protect  the  public 
generally  but  to  insure  sanitary  working 
conditions  for  employes. 

Needless  to  say  that  by  reason  of  such 
sanitary  regulations  the  health  of  the 
public  has  been  greatly  protected.  Rest- 
aurants and  hotels,  especially  are  follow- 
ing Health  Codes  for  the  protection  of 
their  patrons  and  employes  as  well. 

Theatres  also  have  made  important 
strides  in  the  last  several  years  in  help- 
ing to  protect  the  health  of  the  public 
which  supports  them.  Furthermore,  by 
offering  clean  surroundings,  the  apprecia- 
tion of  patrons  has  been  increased. 
Therefore,  one  can  realize  that  providing 
proper  and  healthful  conditions  is  not  a 
needless  expense  but  rather  helps  to  pro- 
tect the  health  of  patrons  with  the  result 
that  more  regular  and  steady  attendance 
at  theatres  will  be  encouraged. 

In  the  effort  to  provide  healthy  and 
sanitary  conditions  in  theatres,  the  use  of 
proper  cleansing  disinfectants  is  one  im- 
portant measure.  By  the  use  of  such 
products,  dirt  will  tend  to  be  removed, 
many  dangerous  germs  may  be  destroyed 
and  more  sanitary  surroundings  through- 
out the  house  will  be  the  result. 


Cleanliness  in  all  parts  of  the  theatre  is 
one  form  of  public  service  that  must 
never  be  overlooked.  It  is  of  perhaps 
greater  value  in  producing  return  patron- 
age than  any  other  one  item. 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


Warner  Bros.’  STRAND  THEATRE 
..  .Air  Conditioned  by  WORTHINGTON 

CENTRIFUGAL 
REFRIGERATION 
UNIT 


New  York’s  Strand  Theatre,  one  of  the  first  of  the 
palatial  houses,  has  been  showing  the  best 
in  pictures  since  before  the  first  World  War.  Yet  it  competes 
successfully  today  with  newer  theatres  . . . because  its  far- 
sighted management  has  kept  abreast  of  developments  in 
modernization. 

The  Strand’s  latest  improvement  is  a Worthington  260-ton 
centrifugal  refrigeration  unit,  with  complete  Worthington 
auxiliary  equipment,  for  furnishing  year-round  air  conditioning. 

This  installation,  because  of  its  simple  design  and  high- 
efficiency  characteristics,  can  be  depended  upon  to  operate 
smoothly  and  without  interruption,  under  all  weather  condi- 
tions, for  many  years  to  come.  And  records  made  by  such 
units  show  that  it  will  do  the  job  at  considerably  lower  cost 
than  would  be  possible  with  reciprocating  equipment. 

The  Worthington  line  of  refrigeration  and  air  conditioning 
equipment  includes  all  types  and  all  capacities.  No  matter  what 
the  size  and  character  of  your  building,  there  is  a combination 
of  Worthington  units  that  will  handle  its  requirements  economic- 
ally. Full  engineering  cooperation,  in  studying  your  problem, 
is  available  without  placing  you  under  any  obligation. 

CARBONDALE  DIVISION 

WORTHINGTON  PUMP  AND  MACHINERY  CORPORATION 

General  Offices:  HARRISON,  NEW  JERSEY 
Branch  Offices  and  Representatives  in  Principal  Cities  throughout  the  World 

WORTHINGTON 

CA0>30 


WORTHINGTON 

PRODUCTS  FOR  REFRIGERATION 
AND  AIR  CONDITIONING 

REFRIGERATING  SYSTEMS  FOR  COMMERCIAL 
AND  INDUSTRIAL  APPLICATION 

AIR  CONDITIONING  EQUIPMENT 
REFINERY  DEWAXING  AND 
ICE  MANUFACTURING  EQUIPMENT 

COMPRESSORS  FOR  AMMONIA,  FREON-12 
METHYL  CHLORIDE  AND  CO2 

STEAM  JET  VACUUM  AND  AMMONIA 
ABSORPTION  REFRIGERATING  MACHINES 

CONDENSERS  • EVAPORATORS 
HEAT  EXCHANGERS  • SEPARATORS 
AMMONIA  PUMPS 
LIQUID,  WAX  AND  AIR  COQLERS 
RECEIVERS  • PRESSURE  VESSELS 
COILS  AND  FITTINGS 

GENERAL  PURPOSE  COMPRESSORS  • PUMPS 
DIESEL  AND  GAS  ENGINES 
STEAM  CONDENSERS  • FEEDWATER  HEATERS 
MOORE  STEAM  TURBINES  ■ PRESSURE  FILTERS 
LIQUID  METERS  • MULTI-V-BELT  DRIVES 
CQNSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 

• Write  for  Literature 
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PRACTICAL  DISCUSSIONS  ON  THE 
MECHANICS  OF  PROJECTION  AND  SOUND 


Detail  Your  Symptoms  Fully  When 
You  Phone  the  Doctor 

By  H.  S.  Morris* 


YOU’VE  got  a ca- 
pacity house. 

You’ve  giving  the 
cash  customers  a swell 
show,  and  they  are 
lapping  it  up. 

Then  — suddenly, 
something  goes  wrong 
with  the  sound.  You 
grab  for  the  phone 
and  put  in  a huiTy 
call  for  your  service 
inspector.  Now,  right 
here,  let  me  ask  you  this  question: 

“■What  do  you  tell  him?’’ 

Well,  that’s  what  this  story  is  about,  and 
there’s  money  in  the  bank  in  knowing 
what  to  say.  What  you  tell  the  service 
inspector  in  that  first  telephone  call  may 
save  you  minutes — or  hours — of  complete 
loss  of  sound  or  of  unsatisfactory  opera- 
tion. In  fact,  what  you  tell  him  in  that 
hurry-up  call  is  considered  so  important  a 
show-time  saver  that  a special  space  is 
provided  on  his  emergency  “call  report” 
for  the  inspector  to  record  exactly  what 


quick  information  he  got  by  phone  before 
hopping  into  his  car  to  get  to  the  theatre 
himself. 

The  experienced  sound  inspector  can 
clear,  temporarily  at  least,  a surprising 
number  of  sound  breakdowns,  just  as  a 
result  of  the  information  he  gets  in  that 
telephone  call.  And  the  exhibitor  or  man- 
ager can  easily  provide  him  with  the  es- 
sential facts. 

•staff  Knginser  of  Altec  Service  Corporation, 


Information,  Please 

What  he  mainly  wants  to  know  are 
these:  Any  abnormal  conditions  in  meter 
readings;  failure  of  tube  filaments  to 
light;  signs  of  over-heating,  or  smoking  or 
burning  parts.  In  cases  of  noise,  fading, 
or  loss  of  sound,  the  inspector  should  know 
whether  only  one  machine  or  both  ma- 
chines are  affected,  and  whether  the  con- 
dition can  be  varied  by  adjusting  the 
fader  volume  control.  Whether  the  pro- 
jectionist has  made  tests,  and  what  these 
tests  revealed;  what  tubes  were  changed; 
what  fuses  were  checked  and  switches  ex- 
amined— these  are  also  vitally  important. 
And  above  all,  tell  the  service  inspector 
what  the  projectionist  says  he  thinks  is 
wrong. 

Given  this  information,  the  sound  engi- 
neer, like  a good  detective,  has  genuinely 
important  clues  to  go  on.  If,  for  ex- 
ample, his  analysis  of  the  symptoms  you 
have  given  him  indicates  that  the  trouble 
is  in  one  of  the  head  amplifiers,  he  will 
tell  you  how  both  machines  can  be  oper- 
ated from  the  other  head  amplifier. 

He  may  tell  you  how  to  start  a motor 
which  has  a burned-out  starting  winding; 
how  to  cut  out  defective  stages  in  an  am- 
plifier; how  to  eliminate  a dividing  net- 
work so  that  the  show  can  be  operated  on 
either  the  high  or  the  low  frequency  speak- 
ers alone;  or  how  to  devise  a substitute 
exciter  lamp  supply  in  case  of  power-unit 
failures. 

All  of  these  temporary  expedients  to 
keep  the  show  going  can  be  easily  and 
quickly  put  into  effect,  because  the  ser- 
vice inspector  is  trained  in  making  the  in- 
structions simple  as  well  as  effective.  But 
the  information  he  gets  is  what  counts. 

The  service  inspector’s  use  of  telephone 
information  is  not  limited  to  that,  how- 
ever. He  can  help  to  bring  about  rapid 
clearance  of  emergency  troubles  in  other 
important  ways. 

A Pick-Up  Service 

Prom  an  accurate  description  of  the 
symptoms,  for  example,  the  service  inspec- 
tor can  decide  whether  he  should  pick  up 
certain  replacement  parts  or  apparatus 
from  an  emergency  stock  point  in  order  to 
effect  a quick  repair.  Also,  the  service  in- 
spector has  a “mental  inventory”  of  what 
there  is  in  the  30  or  40  other  theatres 
where  he  goes  regularly! 

Some  of  these  theatres  may  be  closed, 
others  may  have  certain  surplus  and 


“.  . . and,  he  suddenly  remembered!” 

stand-by  equipment.  The  inspector  knows 
just  where  he  can  borrow  this  equipment 
for  use  in  your  theatre.  The  ability  of  the 
inspector  to  assure  a theatre  manager  that 
he  can  borrow  a much-needed  tube  gear, 
or  even  a projector  head  from  a nearby 
theatre,  has  saved  time  and  admission  re- 
funds in  a large  number  of  emergency 
situations. 

A case  in  point  is  that  of  the  theatre 
managers  who  reported  sound  trouble  to 
Altec  Inspector  McDowell.  He  also  told 
McDowell  that  the  projector  head  was 
badly  damaged.  McDowell  quickly  ran 
through  his  mental  filing  cabinet  and  re- 
membered that  there  was  a theatre  which 
had  a spare  projector.  He  told  the  man- 
ager that  he  would  borrow  a projector, 
and  advised  him  to  tell  the  projectionist 
to  start  taking  off  the  damaged  head  so 
that  the  new  one  could  be  installed  as 
soon  as  the  inspector  arrived. 

Twenty  minutes  later,  having  picked  up 
the  spare  head  in  the  neighboring  town. 


McDowell  and  the  projectionist  got  the 
show  going  on  two  machines. 

In  another  case,  the  emergency  call  came 
on  a Sunday,  when  the  local  supply  dealer 
was  not  available.  The  inspector  was  able 
to  pick  up  the  required  projector  parts 
from  a supply  house  in  a neighboring  city 
right  on  the  way  to  the  theatre  where  he 
was  going! 

Projectionist  Should  Talk 

When  you  see  how  important  it  is  to 
give  the  service  inspector  the  right  in- 
formation, it  becomes  pretty  clear  why  it 
should  never  be  left  to  the  doorman  or  the 
cashier  to  put  in  the  emergency  call.  They 
may  put  the  call  in  with  plenty  of  speed, 
but  they  can’t  be  expected  to  supply  the 
tell-tale  clues  about  speakers  that  won’t 
work,  motor  generators  that  won’t  start,  or 
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gears  that  have  stripped.  It  just  isn’t  their 
language. 

When  it  is  at  all  possible,  the  projec- 
tionist himself  should  be  allowed  to  tele- 
phone the  service  inspector.  His  close 
familiarity  with  the  equipment  permits 
him  to  give  an  accurate  account  instantly, 
and  to  provide  clear  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions shot  back  over  the  wire  by  the  in- 
spector. Long  distance  discussions  between 
the  projectionist  and  the  inspector,  in 
emergency  situations,  have  suggested  some 
amazingly  inventive  ways  of  keeping  the 
show  on  the  screen. 

The  following  example  of  two  quick 
minds  plus  able  craftsmanship — by  which 
a show  was  quickly  saved — is  one  to  stump 
the  experts. 

During  an  evening  show,  one  of  the  main 
fibre  gears  of  the  sound  head  in  a Knox- 
ville, Tennessee,  theatre  became  defective. 
A half-dozen  teeth  had  stripped,  and — 
yes,  you  guessed  it! — there  was  a capacity 
audience  in  the  house! 

Inspector  A.  W.  Alexander  took  the  call. 
The  projectionist  told  Alexander  what  had 
happened,  and  said  he  figured  there  wasn’t 
much  he  could  do  until  Alexander  arrived. 
The  show,  in  the  meantime,  would  have  to 
go  on  one  machine. 

Surgery  Suggested 

The  idea  didn’t  sound  so  good  to  Alex- 
ander— and  he  suddenly  remembered  that 
he  had  seen  an  old  fibre  gear  in  the  spare 
parts  cabinet  of  the  theatre! 

He  suggested  to  the  projectionist  that 
he  take  out  this  old  gear,  and  see  if  he 
couldn’t  make  one  workable  gear  out  of 
the  old  gear  and  the  damaged  one. 


The  projectionist  leaped  at  the  idea.  He 
sawed  in  half  the  old  gear  which  he  found 
in  the  spare  parts  cabinet — and  he  sawed 
in  half  the  gear  which  had  just  failed.  He 
discarded  the  halves  with  the  broken  teeth, 
and  mounted  the  remaining  good  halves 
firmly  on  the  flange  of  the  drive,  using 
three  moimting  screws  for  each  half.  In 
a few  minutes,  the  show  was  going  on  both 
machines ! 

When  Alexander  arrived  at  the  theatre 
a few  minutes  later,  and  saw  the  swell  job 
the  projectionist  had  done,  he  wrote  in  his 
report  to  the  home  office  “the  improvised 
gear  was  strong  enough  to  have  carried 
on  for  a long  time.” 

These  are  examples  of  what  intelligible 
information  can  accomplish  in  keeping  the 
show  going  while  the  inspector  is  winging 
his  way  to  the  theatre.  He  can  save  you 
time  and  money — and  often  lots  of  both — 
if  you  provide  him  with  the  right  dope  in 
the  first  place. 


Have  You  a Problem? 

Conductors  of  the  CINE'  CLINIC  will  be 
gflad  to  answer  questions  relating;  to  problems 
of  i)rojection  and  sound  oi>eration  and  prac- 
tices through  tliese  columns.  State  your  prob- 
lem clearly,  detailing  symptoms  of  trouble. 
Answers  to  questions  of  general  interest  will 
be  published  in  a later  issue,  identified  by  in- 
quirer’s initials  only.  Should  you  desire  pri- 
vate information  or  advice,  enclose  stamp  for 
reply.  Address  The  MODEKN  THEATRE, 
Room  334,  332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  III. 
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way  to  enjoy  all  the 
advantages  of  "Naked 
Eye"  Projection  . . . 
and  that  is  to  have 
^ "Naked  Eye"  Projec- 
\ tion  in  your  theatre.  J/ 
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Ask  your  National  representative 
for  the  facts. 
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IN  THAT  DRIVE  TOWARD  THE  GOAL  OF  BETTER  PROJECTION 


REMEMBER 

'iransVerteK 

is  your  most  dependable  mainstay 
. . . one  you  can  always  depend  on 
for  continuous  performance. 

You'll  also  obtain  sustained  high 
efficiency  regardless  of  overload. 


Ask  lor  new  folder  at  your  nearest  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.  (U.  S.  A.  of- 
fice), or  General  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  Ltd. 
(Canadian  office),  or  write  us. 


rfiUrv  UVBiliMCiB  W 'E<#*vnD¥#v  elmwood  avenue 

A nCi  nXiK  Jl  mUK  XiJjXiv  a Cleveland,  ohio,  u.s.a. 

Exclusive  Manuiacturers  of  the  Transverter 
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THREE  NEW  FLUORESCENT  LAMPS  ANNOUNCED 


WITH  the  demand  for  fluorescent 
lighting  spreading  to  a wide  va- 
riety of  fields,  General  Electric’s 
lamp  department  has  just  brought  out 
three  new  “F”  (fluorescent)  lamps.  One 
is  a 100- watt  60-inch  Mazda  “F”  lamp; 
another  is  a little  6-watt  9-mch  Mazda 
“F”  lamp,  and  the  third  new  unit  is  a 
Mazda  Soft-White  “F”  lamp  that  may  be 
had  in  several  sizes  and  lengths. 

The  100-watt  lamp  employs  a T-17 
tubular  bulb  that  measures  2y8"  in  diame- 


ter. It  is  designed  for  general  lighting 
needs,  especially  for  those  cases  where  this 
longest  of  all  “F”  lamps  would  prove  most 
economical  and  effective.  It  produces 
more  than  double  the  amount  of  light 
given  off  by  the  standard  40-watt  3,500 
degree  white  fluorescent  lamp,  with  only 
a slight  increase  in  surface  brightness.  It 
is  equipped  with  mogul  bi-pin  bases,  comes 
in  white  only,  and  lists  at  $3.75. 

Smallest  of  all  “F”  lamps  is  the  new 
6-watt  9-inch  lamp  which  employs  a T-5 


round  bulb  and  miniature  bi-pin  bases. 
This  lamp  of  daylight  and  3,500  degree 
white  has  a list  price  of  $1.15  and  permits 
use  of  fluorescence  in  many  places  where 
larger  lamps  are  not  as  practical.  For  ex- 
ample, this  pencil-size  “F”  lamp  has  ready 
use  in  cabins  of  airplanes,  in  Pullman 
berths,  in  and  on  business  machines,  and 
in  curved  show  cases. 

The  new  soft-white  “F”  lamps  come  in 
15,  20,  30,  and  40-watt  sizes  and  in  18,  24, 
36,  and  48-inch  lengths.  The  15  and  30- 
watt  sizes  have  T-8  bulbs;  the  20  and  40- 
watt  sizes  are  equipped  with  T-12  bulbs. 
Their  list  prices  range  from  $1.05  to  $2.00 
with  the  20  and  30-watt  sizes  selling  at 
$1.35  each. 

Some  of  the  places  where  the  new  soft- 
white  “F”  lamps  may  be  used  to  good  ad- 
vantage are:  Refrigerated  cases  in  meat 
markets;  food  displays  in  retail  stores; 
restaurants  and  cafeterias;  night  clubs; 
beauty  salons;  theatre  lobbies;  homes,  and 
in  signs  and  displays.  Because  these  “soft 
white”  fluorescent  lamps  provide  a color 
that  is  generally  complimentary  to  an  in- 
dividual’s appearance,  they  will  probably 
find  wide  application  in  theatres. 


Interstate's  New  Tyler 
Theatre  Has  Class 
and  a Rosy  Outlook 

(Continued  from  page  41) 


fate  of  a new  theatre  property  so  often 
rests.  Patrons  of  this  theatre  find  nothing 
more  to  be  desired  in  the  presentation  of 
good  picture  programs. 

Amply  Air  Conditioned 

Air  conditioning  and  heating  for  the 
new  Tyler  also  is  intere.sting.  This  impor- 
tant feature  of  public  service  in  a theatre 
is  performed  by  all-in-one  units  in  this 
instance.  The  refrigeration  units  which 
are  self-contained  are  three  in  number  for 
the  entire  house.  One  imit  is  located  at 
the  back  of  the  balcony,  from  which  ducts 
lead  to  the  stair-step  arrangement  of 
grilles  mentioned  above.  The  other  two 
units  are  situated  at  either  side  of  the 
stage,  with  diffusion  grilles  to  be  noted  at 
that  point  also. 

Heating  units  are  treated  in  much  the 
same  manner,  with  self-contained  equip- 
ment at  either  side  of  the  stage  and  regis- 
ters opening  from  those  points  to  condition 
the  auditorium.  A single  unit  to  serve 
the  foyer  and  other  parts  of  the  house  is 
situated  at  the  front  of  the  theatre.  This 
typically  Southern  style  air  conditioning 
and  heating  installation  is  most  service- 
able for  a compact  house  of  this  sort. 

Hence  it  may  be  seen  that  in  all  ways 
the  new  Tyler  Theatre  evokes  an  extra- 
ordinary appeal  to  patronage.  It  tickles 
their  fancy  by  catering  to  an  all-absorbing 
interest  in  horticulture  known  to  be  in- 
herent in  the  town’s  residents.  It  gives 
them  comfort  while  being  entertained,  and 
it  presents  the  best  product  from  Holly- 
wood in  a manner  that  is  second  to  none. 
'These  latter  are  the  result  of  studied  plan- 
ning, the  provision  of  the  best  equipment 
throughout  the  house  and  an  incentive  to 
try  to  please  all  of  the  people  all  of  the 
time. 


They  Have  What  It  TAKES 

. . . PROOF 

Forest  power  conversion  equipment  has  a proved  background.  Depend- 
ability, serviceability  and  economy  are  features  that  can't  be  matched. 
Only  Forest  Dry  Disc  Type  of  rectifier  uses  the  P.  R.  Mallory  rectifying 
units — EXCLUSIVELY.  Only  Forest  LD  60  bulb  type  rectifier  has  an 
amperage  range  of  from  30  to  GO  amperes.  Only  Forest  can  claim  a 
constant  high  rating  of  efficiency. 

These  Forest  'ONLYS,'  only  top  the  long  list  of  outstanding  features  that 
give  Forest  Rectifiers  WHAT  IT  TAKES  . . . PROOF. 


FOREST 

Super  MAGNESIUM 
COPPER  SULPHIDE 
RECTIFIERS 

are  the  proved  means  of  supplying  DC 
source  of  current  to  the  projection  arc. 

The  Super  MCS  Rectifiers  are  all  metal 
in  construction,  contain  no  fiber  or 
bakelite  insulators  and  no  moving 
parts.  They  are  entirely  noiseless  in 
operation  and  produce  no  radio  inter- 
ference. They  are  immune  to  projec- 
tion room  heat  factors. 

An  important  feature  which  places  the 
Forest  MCS  Rectifier  above  all  others 
made,  is  the  newly  developed  Forest 
Transformer  which  guarantees  protec- 
tion against  line  voltage  fluctuations. 

The  Super  MCS  has:  reliable  3-phase 
fan,  visual  3-phase  line  indicator,  mag- 
netic switches,  automatic  voltage  indi- 
cator and  is  approved  by  Underwriters 
Laboratories. 


FOREST 

L D 6 0 

BULB  TYPE 
RECTIFIERS 

are  the  products  which  meet  the  de- 
mand for  a reliable,  efficient,  low  cost 
power  conversion  device  to  supply  pro- 
jection arcs.  These  Bulb  Type  Recti- 
fiers conform  to  the  standards  required 
for  modern  projection.  Important  new 
circuits  have  been  developed.  Each 
rectifier  has  an  output  from  30  to  60 
amperes.  When  combined  with  the 
Forest  Lamp,  the  LD  60  can  be  operated 
for  either  Suprex-Simplified  High  Inten- 
sity, Intermediate  High  Intensity  (One 
Kilowatt)  or  Low  Intensity.  It  is  the 
ideal  product  lor  the  smaller  theatre 
where  an  inexpensive  source  of  white 
light  is  paramount. 

Only  Forest  manufactures  the  Twin- 
Type'  Rectifier. 


FOREST  RECTIFIERS  IMPROVE  THE  QUALITY  OF  THE  PICTURE  ON  THE  SCREEN 
. . . Send  for  literature  or  ask  our  authorized  dealer  for  particulars.  Also  investigate 
the  advantages  of  Installing  FOREST  'Universal  Trim'  LAMPS. 


FOREST  MANUFACTURING  CORPORATION 

200  Mt.  Pleasant  Ave.  Newark,  N.  J. 
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FURNISHINGS  STYLED  TO  FIT  TODAY'S  LIVING 


American  designers  have  at  last 
broken  away  from  their  “carbon 
copy”  methods  and,  despite  the  fact 
that  this  season’s  style  trend  in  interior 
decoration  is  distinctly  18th  Century,  are 
creating  new  styles  to  fit  today’s  living. 

This  was  the  opinion  expressed  by  Lu- 
relle  Van  Arsdale  Guild,  famous  industrial 
designer,  in  an  interview  recently  at  a 
preview  showing  of  a new  humidifier  in- 
troduced by  Carrier  Corporation.  Other 
new  developments  in  the  air  conditioning 
field  were  displayed  also. 

“There  is  no  doubt  about  the  fact  that 
this  season’s  style  trend  in  interior  decora- 
tion is  distinctly  18th  Century,”  Mr.  Guild 
stated.  “Products  of  manufacturers  in 
every  branch  of  house  furnishings — rugs, 
draperies,  furniture,  radios  and  even  air 
conditioning  cabinets — are  styled  in  this 
trend. 

“However,  one  is  delightfully  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  the  pieces  in  them- 
selves are  not  ‘carbon  copies’  of  the  origi- 
nals. They  have  been  styled  to  fit  today’s 
living.  The  bulkiness  of  many  of  the  old 
pieces  has  disappeared,  yet  their  character 
and  same  graceful  swing  of  line  have  been 
retained  in  smaller  scale.” 

Carvings  and  ornamentation,  too,  have 
been  made  smaller  in  scale  to  keep  these 
pieces  in  harmony,  Mr.  Guild  pointed  out. 


Only  the  sparkle,  high  coloring  and  spirit 
of  design  of  the  18th  Century  have  been 
retained  by  the  American  designers,  he 
contends. 

“Take,  for  instance,  these  new  air  con- 
ditioning cabinets,”  Mr.  Guild  continued. 
“The  cabinets  have  been  designed  with  the 
greatest  care  to  meet  this  popular  decora- 
tion trend — yet  none  of  the  efficiency  of  a 
modern  air  conditioning  unit  has  been 
sacrificed.  No  longer  do  we  find  artificial- 
ly grained  steel  cabinets,  but  in  their  place, 
we  have  carefully  selected  woods  used  by 
expert  craftsmen.  The  result  is  amazing. 
Furthermore,  these  pieces  are  so  designed 
that  they  will  go  not  only  with  the  18th 
Century  furniture  of  the  home,  but  equally 
well  in  a modern  theatre  ante-room,  office, 
or  elsewhere.” 

Mr.  Guild  has  designed  cabinets  for  Car- 
rier since  1937.  The  new  portable  humidi- 
fier is  designed  to  add  moisture  to  the 
dried-out  air  coming  from  radiators  and 
hot  air  registers.  Other  products  displayed 
included  home  air  conditioning  and  com- 
mercial refrigeration  equipment. 


The  ability  to  maintain  good  public  re- 
lations is  an  asset  every  theatre  property 
and  its  personnel  should  be  endowed  with 
plentifully.  Practice  the  promotion  of 
good  will. 


Colorful  Rubber  Mats 
Have  Advertising  Value 

Attractiveness  is  most  essential  to  a 
theatre  entrance  or  lobby  and  by  using 
colored  mats  two  purposes  may  be  ful- 
filled: Modernization  and  added  appeal  to 
the  interior  color  scheme.  The  use  of  col- 
ored rubber  matting  is  a trend  of  the  times. 
Original  designs  can  be  worked  out  which 
will  cause  favorable  comment  and  afford 
many  features  heretofore  impossible  to 
obtain  by  the  use  of  matting. 

The  reason  many  theatre  owners  have 
not  used  sufficient  matting  to  remove  dirt 
was  because  of  the  unattractiveness  of  old 
style  mats.  Now  sufficient  matting  can  be 
used  and  there  will  be  additional  attrac- 
tiveness to  the  lobby  and  entrance  as  well. 
If  the  floor  is  unsightly  and  not  worth  re- 
finishing, colored  matting  placed  over  it 
will  fill  both  purposes  at  one  low  cost. 

In  addition  to  attractive  color  appeal, 
the  advertising  value  of  colored  matting  is 
noteworthy.  Monograms  and  other  ad- 
vertising devices  may  be  worked  into  the 
design  of  rubber  matting  with  outstand- 
ing effectiveness.  Otherwise  colorful  de- 
signs also  make  the  materials  most  adapt- 
able and  eye-catching. 


The  finest  “premium”  a theatre  owner 
can  offer  his  patrons  is  not  dishes  nor  en- 
cyclopedia nor  silk  stockings.  It  is  mere- 
ly that  simplest  of  all  provisions — an  ap- 
pealing place  in  which  to  be  entertained. 


16  Column  Univendor  320  bar  capacity.  The  ideal 
vendor  for  the  modern  theatre.  May  be  furnished 
with  large  storage  compartment  in  base  with  easily 
accessible  doors  in  front  at  a slight  additional  cost. 


Tmvendor 


Univendor  o'fers  every  oper- 
ating advantage  you  could 
hope  for  in  a modern  candy 
vendor.  Smart  styling  to  en- 
hance the  beauty  of  your 
lobby  or  foyer;  extra  large  ca- 
pacity; wide  selection;  heat- 
less fluorescent  lighting;  tam- 
perproof; and  quiet,  trouble- 
free  operation.  For  the  finest 
in  candy  vendors  — specify 
Univendor. 


STONER  CORPORATION 


338  Gale  Avenue,  Aurora,  Illinois 


i 


8 Column  Univendor  160  shelf 
capacity.  Smartly  styled 
and  available  in  a choice 
of  pleasing  colors. 
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NEW  OPTICAL  DEVICE  SPOTS  BLACKOUT  BUGS 


^^lll  ET  ONE  lightning-bug  in  a swarm 
ill  of  five  hundred  stage  a blackout 
and  the  Integrating-Sphere  Den- 
sitometer can  spot  him!”  That’s  how  Dr. 
W.  J.  Albersheim,  mathematical  physicist 
of  Electrical  Research  Products,  Inc.,  de- 
scribed the  precision  of  the  latest  optical 
instrument  of  show  business.  Not  only 
does  the  new  device  boast  a sensitivity  five 


Have  ONE  TRACK  in  MIND 

When  you're  thinking  of  all  around 
economy  and  convenience. 

BesteEI^ 

MEDIUM  DUTY 

CURTAIN  TRACK 

Is  the  track  to  install.  Strong  enough 
for  the  majority  of  installations. 
Smooth,  dependable  performance 
proven  thru  use  all  over  the  coun- 
try. 

Specially  equipped  lor  use,  in  one 
piece,  for  auditorium  windows. 

AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown,  Pa. 

Export  Office:  220  W.  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  C. 

Also  Mfrs.  of  AUTODRAPE  Curtain 
Machines 


“BEST” 
PORT  HOLE 
FIRE 

SHUTTERS 

AND 

SHUTTER 

CONTROL 

APPARATUS 


• Protect  you  asrainst  projection  room  emer- 

grencies, 

• Meet  all  inspection  laws. 

• Prevent  smoke  from  spreading:  into  audi- 

torium. 

• 14-iuch  plate  drops — ALWAYS  drops! 

• Made  to  last,  of  heavy  No.  10  gaugre  metal. 

• Grooves  for  droi)s  and  back  are  bent  and 

welded.  No  rivets.  No  screws.  No  soldering. 

• Come  complete,  ready  to  install. 

Write  for  descriptive  literature  or  see  your  dealer. 

BEST  DEVICES  COMPANY 

10516  Western  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio 


times  keener  than  the  human  eye  but  un- 
like the  eye  it  can  tolerate  the  blinding 
glare  of  Hollywood’s  most  powerful  sun-arc 
without  impairing  its  delicate  perception 
in  the  slightest. 

But  the  engineers  who  developed  the 
new  instrument  were  not  concerned  with 
lightning-bugs  nor  sun-arcs.  They  sought 
a scientific  method  of  measuring  the 
“density”  or  pattern  of  light  and  shade 
which  comprises  the  image  on  a motion 
picture  film. 

To  make  such  measurements,  the  Inte- 
grating-Sphere Densitometer  traps  that 
porcion  of  a beam  of  light  which  succeeds 
in  penetrating  a test  sample  of  motion 
picture  film.  The  trap  consists  of  a hol- 
low ball  or  sphere,  the  inner  surface  of 
which  is  finished  in  white,  and  fitted  with 
a photoelectric  cell  or  “electric  eye.”  Light 
entering  the  globular  chamber  is  reflected 
many  times  and  finally  falls  on  the  photo- 
electric cell  as  a thoroughly  mixed  or 
“integrated”  product.  Its  value  or  bright- 
ness is  then  translated  into  electrical  cur- 
rent and  registers,  in  terms  of  density, 
on  a meter.  This  information  enables 
technicians  to  regulate  with  extreme  ac- 
curacy the  chemical  processes  involved  in 
developing  or  “finishing”  the  film.  Dr. 
Albersheim  says  the  device  will  speed  up 
the  finishing  operation  and  materially  in- 
crease the  uniformity  of  the  final  product. 

According  to  Dr.  J.  G.  Frayne  and  G.  R. 
Crane  who  developed  the  instrument  in 
Erpi’s  Hollywood  laboratoi’ies,  it  functions 
to  indicate  the  time  of  development  of  the 
film  in  much  the  same  manner  that  the 
camera  fan’s  exposure  meter  indicates  the 
time  of  exposure  for  the  film  in  his  cam- 
era. The  new  device,  however,  is  many 
times  more  accurate  and,  moreover,  can 
be  used  for  controlling  the  development 
of  both  positive  and  negative  film. 

Heretofore,  density  measurements  have 
been  taken  with  an  instrument  that  relied 
for  much  of  its  accuracy  on  the  eye  and 
on  the  judgment  of  the  individual  opera- 
tor. In  this  older  method,  light  trans- 
mitted through  a test  sample  of  film  was 
compared  visually  with  that  given  off  by 
a standard  sample.  Fatigue,  eye-strain, 
and  individual  differences  between  opera- 
tors often  resulted  in  error.  By  eliminat- 
ing the  human  element,  therefore,  the  new 
method  gains  in  speed,  accuracy,  and  con- 
sistency. 


Standards  Bureau  Okays 
Seating  Upholstery 

In  selecting  the  seating  for  the  huge 
Music  Hall  at  Purdue  University,  all  ma- 
terials entering  into  the  construction  of 
the  chairs  were  subjected  to  rigid  tests 
for  durability.  The  President  of  Purdue 
forwarded  samples  of  upholstery  materials 
to  the  Bureau  of  Standards  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  where  they  were  given  ex- 
haustive tests  by  rubbing  and  flexing  and 
the  product  which  withstood  the  wear  tests 
was  selected  for  the  Music  Hall,  where 
only  the  highest  quality  was  considered. 


Advisory  Board 

The  PLANNING  INSTITUTE  is  conduct- 
ed in  collaboration  with  the  following  thea- 
tre architects,  structural  designers  and  en- 
gineers, who  have  agreed  to  act  as  technical 
advisers  to  the  Institute  and  editorial  text 
contributors  to  THE  MODERN  THEATRE 
from  their  respective  localities. 

Charles  N.  Agree, 

Detroit,  Michigan. 

Clifford  A,  Balch, 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Bnice  F.  Barnes, 

St.  l,ouis.  Mo. 

Arnold  F.  Baschen  (k  Assoc., 

Fresno,  Calif. 

Boy  A.  Benjamin, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Bennett  & Straight, 

Dearborn,  Mich. 

T.  H.  Buell  & Co., 

Denver,  Colo. 

Corgaii  Si  Moore, 

Dallas,  Tex. 

Michael  J.  DeAiigelis 
Rochesier,  N.  Y. 

J.  W.  DeYoung, 

Portland,  Ore. 

George  A.  Elteling, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Krwin  G.  Fredrick, 

Chicago,  III. 

Win.  I.  Ilohaiiser,  lii<-.. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Donn  Iloiigeii, 

AVisconsin  Itaiiids,  AVis. 

Houston  & Smith, 

Dallas,  'J'ex. 

Clarence  Kivett, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Kaplan  Si  Spra<‘hnian, 

'I'oi'onio,  Out.,  Canaihi 

S.  Charles  Lee, 

I.os  Angeles,  Calif. 

Edward  Paul  I.ewin, 

Chicago,  HI. 

Liebenberg  & Kaplan, 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

MacKie  Si  Kamrath, 

Houston,  Tex. 

Marr  & Holman, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Pereira  & Pereira, 

Chicago,  HI. 

I’ettigrew  & AVorley, 

Dallas,  Tex. 

Vincent  G.  Itaney, 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

C.  AV.  Si  Geo.  1..  Ilnpp,  Inc., 

Chicago,  HI. 

Aictor  A.  Rigaumont, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Spillman  & Spillinan, 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

O.  AV.  Stiegemes'er, 

St.  I.ouis,  Mo. 

Erie  G.  Stillwell,  Inc., 

Hendersonville,  N.  C. 

David  Supowit*, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

AVethereli  & Harrison, 

Des  Moines,  la. 

NOTE:  The  Institute  does  not  nndertake 
the  practical  functions  of  an  architect  or 
designer.  Its  service  is  intended  merely 
to  place  our  readers  in  touch  with  reliable 
local  sources  of  preliminary  information 
and  advice  on  theatre  planning  and  struc- 
tural problems.  Inquiries  pertaining  to 
Architectural  Service  will  be  relayed  to  the 
nearest  member  of  the  advisory  board. 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


lOfORfllflllOO  BUfitOU 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MTIOO  Attraction  Board  Letters 

MTlOl  Bulletin  Boards 

MT102  Cut-Out  Machines 

MT103  Dispiay  Frames  and  Cases 

MT104  Flashers,  Sign 

MT105  Insert  Frames 

MT106  Lamp  Coloring 

MT107  Letter  Mounting  Units 

MT108  Marquees 

MT109  Poster  Projectors 

MTllO  Signs,  Admission 

MTlll  Signs,  Electric 

MT112  Signs,  Neon,  Zeon 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT12ft  Air  Circulators 

MT121  Air  Conditioning  Motors 

MT122  Air  Conditioning  Systems 

MT123  Air  Filters 

MT124  Air  Washers 

MT125  Blowers 

MT126  Boilers  and  Furnaces 

MT127  Coils,  Cooling 

MT128  Compressors 

MT129  Condensers 

MT130  Cooling  Equipment 

MT131  Cooling  Towers 

MT132  Dehumidifiers 

MT133  Diffusers.  Air 

MT134  Electric  Motor  Controls 

MT135  Exhaust  Fans 

MT136  Grilles  and  Registers 

MT137  Heating  Equipment 

MT138  Oil  Burners 

MT139  Refrigeration 

MT140  Spray  Nozzles 

MT141  Stokers 

MT142  Temperature  Control  Devices 
MT143  Thermostats  and  Humidistats 
MT144  Unit  Heaters 
MT145  Ventilating  Systems 
MT146  Water  Cooling  Systems 


DECORATIONS  <S  FURNISHINGS 


MT192  Elec.  Measuring  Instruments 

MTI93  Engines,  Diesel 

MT194  Fluorescent  Lamps  and  Fixtures 

MT195  Gelatine  Sheets 

MT196  Incandescent  Lamps 

MT197  Lighting  Fixtures 

MT198  Lighting  Plants,  Emergency 

MT199  Cove  Lighting 

MT200  Reflectors 

MT201  Reflector  Lamps 

MT202  Spot  and  Flood  Lamps 

MT203  Spot  and  Flood  Lights 

MT204  Storage  Batteries 

MT205  Switches,  Safety 

MT206  Switchboards 

MT207  Transformers,  Neon 


MAINTENANCE 


MT210  Bolts,  Expansion  and  Toggle 

MT211  Carpet  Spotting  Compounds 

MT212  Drills,  Rotary 

MT213  Fire  Extinguishers 

MT214  Fireproofing  Compounds 

MT215  Gum  Removers 

MT216  Safety  Ladders 

MT217  Seat  Patching  Kits 

MT218  Seating  Repairs 

MT219  Vacuum  Cleaners 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT225  Coin  Changing  Machines 

MT226  Fireproof  Safes  and  Files 

MT227  Music  Stands 

MT228  Organs,  Electric 

MT229  Popcorn  Machines 

MT230  Popcorn  & Confection  Supplies 

MT231  Staff  Uniforms 

MT232  Tickets 

MT233  Ticket  Machines 

MT234  Water  Coolers 


MT270  Rheostats 

MT271  Safety  Devices 

MT272  Slide  Projectors 

MT273  Sound  Projectors,  35nnn 

MT274  Sound  Projectors,  16mui 

MT275  Stereopticons 

MT276  Tool  Kits 


SANITATION 


MT285  Cleansing  Compounds 

MT286  Deodorants  and  Disinfectants 

MT287  Flush  Valves 

MT288  Hand  Driers,  Electric 

MT289  Insecticides  and  Germicides 

MT290  Odor  Absorbers 

MT291  Ozone  Generators 

MT292  Paper  Towels  and  Cabinets 

MT293  Perfumes 

MT294  Plumbing  Fixtures 

MT295  Sanitary  Supplies 

MT296  Soaps  and  Cleansers 

MT297  Suction  Cleaners 

MT298  Washroom  Accessories 


SOUND 


MT305  Amplifiers 

MT306  Amplifier  Tubes 

MT307  Hearing  Aids 

MT308  Horn  Lifts  and  Towers 

MT309  Intercommunicating  Systems 

MT310  Lamps,  Exciter 

MT311  Lens  Assemblies,  Sound 


MT312  Microphones 

MT313  Photoelectric  Cells 

MT3I4  Public  Address  Amplifiers 

MT315  Public  Address  Systems 

MT316  Radio  Tubes 

MT317  Record  Reproducers 

MT318  Sound  Equipment,  Complete 

MT319  Sound  Heads 

MT320  Sound  Service,  Contract 

MT321  Speakers 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT330  Costumes 

MT331  Curtain  Controls 

MT332  Curtain  Tracks 

MT333  Stage  and  Effect  Lighting 

MT334  Stage  Hardware 

MT335  Stage  Rigging 

MT336  Stage  Scenery 


STRUCTURE 


MT340  Architectural  Service 

MT341  Facing  Materials,  Exterior 

MT342  Flashed  Opal  Glass 

MT343  Flooring  Materials 

MT344  Glass  Blocks 

MT345  Insulation  Materials 

MT346  Metal  Trim  and  Mouldings 

MT347  Pipe  Hangers  and  Brackets 

MT348  Plate  Glass 

MT349  Steel  and  Iron  Roofing 

MT350  Steel  and  Iron  Sheet  Metal 

MT351  Structural  Glass 

MT352  Theatre  Fronts,  Porcelain 

MT353  Theatre  Fronts,  Structural  Glass 

MT354  Wood  Veneers 


USE  TfflS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


MT155  Acoustical  Materials 
MT156  Aisle  Lights 
MT157  Boxoffices 
MTi58  Carpets 
MT159  Carpet  Cushion 
MTIGO  Design  Service 
MT161  Directional  Signs 
MT162  Door  Controls 
MT163  Draperies  and  Curtains 
MT164  Drinking  Fountains 
MT165  Exit  Signs 

MT166  Foam  Rubber  Seat  Cushions 
MT167  Interior  Decoration 
MT168  Interior  Wall  Finishes 
MT169  Lounge  Furniture 
MT170  Matting,  Rubber 
MT17I  Mirrors 

MT172  Ornamental  Metal  Work 

MT173  Paint  Products 

MT174  Railings,  Lobby 

MT175  Sand  Urns 

MT176  Seating,  Auditorium 

MT177  Slip  Covers 

MT178  Speaking  Tubes 

MT179  Ticket  Choppers  and  Boxes 

MT180  Theatre  Chairs 

MT181  Upholstery  Materials 

MT182  Wall  Coverings,  Fabric 


LIGHTING 


MT190  Dimmers  and  Controls 
MT191  Effect  Lighting  Devices 


PROJECTION 


MT240  Booth  Doors  and  Ports 
MT241  Carbon  Savers 
MT242  Carbon  Waste  Cans 
MT243  Change-Over  Devices 
MT244  Condensing  Lenses 
MT245  Dowsers 
MT246  Film  Cabinets 
MT247  Film  Cement 
MT248  Film  Handling  Devices 
MT249  Film  Preservatives 
MT25C  Film  Reels 
MT251  Film  Rewinders 
MT252  Fire  Shutters,  Projection 
MT253  Intermittent  Movements 
MT254  Motion  Picture  Screens 
MT255  Motor  Brushes 
MT256  Motor-Generators 
MT257  Portable  Sound  Projectors 
MT258  Projection  Arc  Lamps 
MT259  Projection  Lenses 
MT260  Projection  Slides 
MT261  Projector  Carbons 
MT262  Projector  Parts 
MT263  Projector  Pedestals 
MT264  Rectifiers,  Bulb  Type 
MT265  Rectifiers,  Copper-Oxide 
MT266  Rectifiers,  Copper-Sulphide 
MT267  Reel-End  Signals 
MT268  Reflector  Equipment 
MT269  Rewind  Tables 


' The  MODERN  THEATRE 
I Room  334  — 332  S,  Michigan  Ave. 

« Chicago,  111.  12-7-40 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 
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AN  INNOVATION  IN  THEATRE  FLOOR  COVERING 


Adapted  from  an  article  "Highlights  and  Shadows  in  Carved-Effect  Carpets”  by 
T.  E.  Hrown  in  “Mohank  Pow  How,”  published  by  Mohawk  Carpet  MilLs,  Inc. 


For  the  complete  story  behind  the  new 
carved-effect  carpets  recently  intro- 
duced, we  must  first  realize  what  is 
primarily  responsible  for  this  type  of  floor 
covering.  It  has  long  been  felt  that  plain 
carpeting  with  its  flexibility  of  use  and  its 
great  popularity  indicated  a definite  ave- 
nue of  styling  which  could  be  advan- 
tageously explored  for  other  fabrics. 

One  of  the  strongest  influences  bearing 
upon  the  creation  and  styling  of  rugs  and 
carpets  is,  of  course,  that  of  contemporary 
interior  decoration.  Decorators  have 
steadily  emphasized  the  importance  of  con- 
sidering the  room  as  a whole  rather  than 
as  an  aimless  collection  of  individual  pieces 
which,  no  matter  how  worthy  in  them- 
selves, might  not  work  in  harmony  with 
other  pieces  in  the  room.  This  applies 
particularly  to  theatre  foyers,  lounges  and 
other  individualized  portions  of  theatres. 

Stressing  this  ensembling  feature  of 
room  furnishing  has  often  unnecessarily 
subordinated  some  furnishings  to  others. 
However,  it  has  meant  that  certain  changes 
have  to  be  made  in  the  styling  of  furnish- 
ings. This  is  particularly  true  in  the  case 
of  floor  coverings,  where  plain  carpeting 
undoubtedly  owes  its  popularity  to  the  fact 
that  it  ensembles  more  easily  in  many 


decorative  schemes  than  some  other  types 
of  carpets.  This  does  not  mean  there  is 
any  lessening  of  interest  in  patterns  or  de- 
signs. It  merely  indicates  the  characteris- 
tics which  a fabric  must  possess  to  appeal 
to  this  particular  market. 

Moreover,  there  have  been  steady  and  in- 
sistent demands  for  floor  coverings  that 
would  combine  the  decorating  qualities  of 
plain  carpeting  with  some  kind  of  interest- 
ing texture,  design  or  feature  of  its  own. 
There  is  now  an  answer  to  these  demands 
in  two  new  grades  of  carved-effect  rugs 
and  carpets. 

The  pioneer  product  introduced  was 
descriptively  named  “Silhouette  Embossed 
Seamless  Carpet,”  an  individual  and 
patented  fabric.  It  is  a carpet  which, 
though  it  delineates,  outlines,  highlights 
and  shades  the  pattern  in  a seemingly 
carved  manner,  is  not  carved  at  all  and 
no  part  of  the  original  woven  carpet  has 
been  taken  away  in  any  manner.  The 
sculptured  and  rounded  effect  is  due  en- 
tirely to  a miracle  of  weaving  skill  and  in- 
ventiveness. This  carpet  seems  to  literally 
grow  in  beauty  with  the  passing  of  time. 

Two  designs  are  produced  in  nine  foun- 
dation colors  for  the  running  line.  One  is 
a rich  floral  pattern  and  the  other  a 


crisply  modern  basketweave  or  quilted  ef- 
fect ideally  suited  to  either  modern  or 
period  settings. 

The  enduring  quality  and  the  unique 
way  in  which  the  appearance  of  the  fabric 
improves  with  usage  gives  tremendous 
scope  to  the  potentialities  of  this  grade. 
Intended  principally  for  home  installa- 
tions, nevertheless  it  is  an  ideal  floor  cov- 
ering for  such  installation  work  as  thea- 
tres, hotels,  stores  and  public  buildings. 

To  answer  the  demand  for  another  brand 
of  this  same  type  but  at  lower  cost,  an- 
other quality  also  has  been  produced.  Here 
again  is  an  outline  carved  effect  at  present 
offered  in  six  accepted  colorings  of  an  out- 
standing floral  design.  All  the  attractive- 
ness of  varying  light  and  shade  and  crisp- 
ly textured  effects  so  sought  after  in  mod- 
ern decoration  are  to  be  found  in  this 
fabric.  Especially  designed  and  colored 
for  the  needs  of  a discriminating  consumer 
trade,  this  fabric  will  find  a ready  market. 
Although  popular  in  price  and  intended 
for  residence  work,  the  quality  is  such  that 
it  too  can  be  used  for  installation  work  in 
theatres  except  where  traffic  is  extreme. 

To  sum  up,  in  the  new  carved-effect 
carpets,  is  an  opportunity  to  take  advant- 
age of  the  steady  and  unabating  popular- 
ity of  plain  colors.  Further  than  that,  it 
offers  the  means  of  overcoming  the  dif- 
ficulties of  shading  in  plain  colors.  Final- 
ly, it  gives  the  attractiveness  of  plain  col- 
ors relieved  with  some  sort  of  interesting 
feature.  With  two  qualities,  each  out- 
standing in  its  price  bracket,  carved-effect 
carpets  are  now  available  as  a new  innova- 
tion in  floor  coverings. 


END  UNCOMFORTABLE  AIR  CONDITIONS  IN  YOUR  THEATRE 

WITH  ANEMOSTAT  DRAFTLESS  AIR  DIFFUSERS! 
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'NO  AIR  CONDITIONING  SYSTEM  IS  BETTER  THAN  ITS  AIR  DISTRIBUTION' 


Drafts,  wide  temperature  differences  and  other  uncomfortable  conditions 
in  a theatre  that  has  an  air  conditioning,  air  heating,  cooling  or  venti- 
lating system,  are  invariably  due  to  one  thing  — inadequate  means  of  intro- 
ducing and  distributing  the  air  from  the  system. 

With  old  fashioned  grilles  or  registers,  which  merely  cover  the  duct  open- 
ings while  permitting  the  air  to  pass  through,  you  are  bound  to  get  swiftly 
moving  currents  of  air,  marked  variations  in  temperature  and  improper  air 
distribution. 

You  can  end  these  conditions  quickly  and  at  reasonable  cost  by  sim- 
ply equipping  all  air  supply  outlets  with  modern,  scientifically  designed 
ANEMOSTATS.  These  units  take  the  high  velocity  air  from  the  ducts  and 
diffuse  It  In  a way  that  positively  eliminates  drafts  and  equalizes  tem- 
perature and  humidity  throughout  the  entire  conditioned  or  ventilated  area. 

ANEMOSTATS  have  ended  air  distribution  troubles  for  many  theatres  all 
over  the  country.  In  newly  installed  systems  their  use  is  now  practically  a rule. 

WRITE  TODAY  FOR  FULL  ANEMOSTAT  DETAILS 

ANEIMSTAr 

CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 

Dep't  B,  10  East  39th  Street  New  York,  N.Y. 

Representatives  in  Principal  Cities 
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Candy  PROFITS  CUT  THE 
"NUT"  in  Picture  Theatre 
Operation 

(Continued  from  page  49) 


showed  candy  sales  in  about  the  same 
volume  as  previously. 

Candy  to  the  Rescue 

Where  candy  counters  were  installed, 
however,  and  the  popular,  well-known 
candies  were  offered,  a definite  candy 
buying  habit — on  the  part  of  adults  as 
well  as  children — quickly  made  itself  evi- 
dent. In  fact,  as  attendance  improved,  it 
was  not  uncommon  for  large  city  “A” 
houses  to  show  a ratio  of  candy  sales  to 
attendance  of  between  1 to  8 and  1 to  6; 
while  many  small  town  houses  went  as 
high  as  1 to  3 and  even  1 to  2. 

Such  high  ratios  proved  that  the  public 
wanted  candy  at  the  theatre ; that  not  only 
children  but  adults  also  liked  to  “munch” 
good  candy  at  the  show;  and  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Theatregoer  enjoyed  themselves  more 
when  candy  was  available.  Candy,  there- 
fore, began  to  be  recognized  as  a sound 
money-making  proposition  in  theatres, 
and  also — when  properly  merchandised — 
a builder  of  good  will. 

These  facts,  however,  created  a special 
problem  of  their  own,  for  the  theatres 
that  could  not  support  a counter  but 
which,  nevertheless,  wanted  to  sell  candy, 
found  themselves  in  an  inferior  position 
— the  machines  they  were  using  were  not 
able  to  handle  the  standard  size_,  national- 
ly known  candies  that  the  public  wanted. 
And,  since  most  theatres  were  in  this 
category:  that  is,  they  could  not  absorb 
the  big  expense  of  a candy  counter,  the 
situation  assumed  considerable  importance. 

A Mechanical  Vendor 

Obviously,  a new  candy  vending  ma- 
chine, specially  designed  for  the  theatre 
trade,  was  needed.  It  had  to  be  a machine 
of  dignified  elegance,  so  that  its  appearance 
would  harmonize  with  the  interior  beauty 
of  the  modern  theatre.  It  had  to  be  a 
machine  of  dependable  performance,  op- 
erating smoothly,  and  functioning  quietly. 
It  had  to  offer  sufficient  variety  to  tempt 
almost  every  taste.  It  had  to  have  large 
capacity,  so  that  frequent  refilling — par- 
ticularly during  the  show — would  be  un- 
necessary. It  had  to  possess  sensitive,  ac- 
curate coin  selection,  so  that  the  owner 
of  the  machine  would  be  protected  against 
slugs.  And,  above  all  else,  this  machine 
had  to  be  able  to  handle  all  nationally  ad- 
vertised, standard  size  bars. 

If  money  had  been  no  object,  the  de- 
signing of  such  a machine  would  not  have 
been  difficult,  but  to  build  it  so  that  it 
could  be  made  available  at  a reasonable 
price,  was  a problem  that  retarded  its  de- 
velopment. 

But  now,  such  machines  are  available, 
and  that  is  why  so  many  more  theatres 
are  offering  candy  for  sale;  furthermore, 
this  is  the  basic  reason  for  the  important 
and  constantly  growing  trend  toward  own- 
ership and  operation  of  the  machines  by 
the  theatre  management  itself. 

In  fact,  in  their  plans  for  new  theatres, 
many  architects  are  now  providing  space 
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for  candy  machines  (or  counters — in  those 
relatively  few  large  houses  that  can  sup- 
port counters) . Likewise,  in  the  remodel- 
ing of  old  theatre  properties,  many  owners 
are  now  making  the  same  provisions. 

Today,  in  new  theatres  or  old — on  Times 
Square  or  Main  Street — candy  is  on  the 
program,  for  candy  has  earned  its  right 
to  be  in  motion  picture  theatres — earned 
it  with  profits  and  patronage  which  prove 
that  the  public  wants  candy  with  the 
show! 


No  less  than  you,  your  theatre  is  a def- 
inite personality.  Dress  it  up,  give  it  care, 
and  it  will  take  you  places. 


iUlcrrp  CfiriStmas! 

to  all  and  next  month  (Jan- 
uary 4,  1941)  we'll  be  with  you 
again,  starting  the  New  Year 
with  a fine  issue  on  "Functional 
Planning"- — Don't  miss  it. — The 
Staff. 
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One  Sure-Fire  Investment  for  Much 
Improved  Public  Relations 

By  Charles  Noble 


1||  N THE  first  place,  I am  not  a thea- 
Jll  tre-man.  I am  just  a man  who  goes 
to  the  theatre.  But  I am  a business 
man,  and  every  business  man,  whether  his 
business  is  the  theatre  or  something  else,  is 
interested  in  sure-fire  investments.  And 
sure-fire  investments  are  not  remarkably 
plentiful  these  days  in  any  line  of  busi- 
ness. So  when  you  come  across  one,  it 
would  seem  to  me  like  at  least  average 
good  horse-sense  to  trail  along  with  it. 

Among  all  the  uncertainties  of  theatre 
operation  there  is  one  profit  certainty, 
which  the  theatre  manager  sometimes 
overlooks.  Or  at  least  that’s  my  impres- 
sion as  a fairly  consistent  movie  fan  who 
makes  a point  of  “getting  ai’ound”  pretty 
regularly.  The  name  of  this  one  best  bet 
for  the  theatre  man  is  CLEANLINESS. 
There  is  a short  and  simple  reason  why 
this  is  so.  It  can  be  put  in  one  sentence: 
Nobody  ever  stayed  away  from  a theatre 
because  it  was  too  clean. 

Think  that  over!  It  guarantees  that 
you  can  only  wm  by  spending  a bit  of 
money  regularly  on  soap  and  water,  clean- 
ing fluid,  metal  polish  and  elbow  grease; 
it’s  absolutely  certain  you  can’t  lose  by  it. 

Concern  for  Absentees 

One  of  the  shrewdest  theatre  operators 
in  the  business  was  once  heard  to  remark 
that  he  doesn’t  get  excited  speculating  why 
people  come  to  his  theatre;  but  that  he 


The  theatre  patron's  viewpoint  on 
house  management  and  mainte- 
nance tends  to  mirror  our  deficien- 
cies and  thus  helps  us  materially  to 
correct  or  modify  them.  Improved 
public  relations  is  the  point  of  this 
unusually  interesting  article  by  a 
business  man  who  attends  the 
movies. — THE  EDITOR. 


can  work  himself  into  a lather  wondering 
why  they  stay  away. 

Well,  at  least  you  can  make  sure  that 
none  of  the  people  who  come  to  your 
house  for  the  first  time  on  any  given  day 
— every  one  of  whom  you’re  hoping,  if  you 
know  on  which  side  your  bread  is  buttered, 
you  can  make  a regular  patron — not  only 
fail  to  become  regular  patrons  but  stay 
away  from  you  ever  after,  because  they 
were  repelled  (as  people  can  be,  you  know) 
by  any  slight  touch  of  shabbiness  or 
dinginess  you’ve  permitted  to  creep  into 
your  lobby  or  back  auditorium.  And  re- 
member it’s  that  regular  patron  you’re 
eternally  hunting  for  who  carries  your 
profits  around  in  his  pant’s  pocket. 

Remember,  too,  that  dinginess  or  care- 


The  stain  on  the  lady  patron’s  coat 
sleeve  is  also  a stain  on  the  reputation 
of  the  theatre  from  which  she  and  her 
escort  have  just  emerged.  Will  they 
come  again?  That’s  the  eternal  ques- 
tion. 

les.sness  about  small  details  of  cleanliness 
is  like  that  most  celebrated  of  all  ailments, 
halitosis  . . . your  best  friends  won’t  tell 
you.  They’ll  simply  stay  away;  and  leave 
you  to  scratch  your  head  and  wonder  why. 
That’s  all  the  more  reason  why  you  can’t 
afford  to  take  the  slightest  chances  with 
theatre  cleanliness. 

Now  to  particularize  a bit  more.  There’s 
some  rather  interesting  data  in  existence 
about  the  differences  in  taste,  or  rather  in 
the  attention  they  give  particular  items 
of  taste,  between  men  and  women.  There 
are  some  things  you  need  to  keep  clean 
and  fresh-looking  especially  for  your 
women  patrons;  and  some  the  men  will 


notice  more — although  on  the  whole,  as 
you  might  expect,  the  women  are  the  ones 
you  have  to  consider  most. 

The  Masculine  Mood 

Metal  work — brass,  chromium  or  nickel 
railings,  door  knobs  and  handles  and  so 
on — are  especially  important  to  keep  clean 
and  shining  for  the  benefit  of  your  men 
patrons.  Cleaning  and  polishing  metal 
work  is  not,  of  course,  a difficult  or  com- 
plicated process  today;  there  are  a dozen 
excellent  metal  polishes  on  the  market. 
None  the  less,  there  is  one  pretty  import- 
ant point  to  remember — and  to  impress 
upon  your  Vice-President  in  Charge  of  El- 
bow-Grease, whenever  he  shows  signs  of 
becoming  careless  about  it. 

That  is,  to  be  sure  that  all  the  polish  is 
carefully  and  thoroughly  rubbed,  or 
brushed,  or  picked,  out  of  the  seams  and 
comers.  Almost  all  janitors  and  helpers 
are  liable  to  get  careless  about  this,  unless 
constantly  watched;  and  there’s  a reason, 
too,  of  course — it  is  a much  harder,  slower, 
more  annoying  job  to  “brighten  the  cor- 
ner” even  though  it’s  not  the  comer  where 
you  are,  than  to  do  the  nice  free-hand 
work  of  polishing  the  long  horizontal  rails 
imtil  they  gleam  like  mirrors.  But  it’s 
worth  while  to  impress  on  your  cleaner 
that  he  dig  the  polish  out  of  the  grooves  of 
screws  and  similar  little  nooks  where  it  ac- 
cumulates. Naturally  you  can’t  expect  as 
high  a polish  in  the  difficult  corners,  but 
you  should  insist  on  clean  metal  showing 
everywhere. 

Men  are  also  a little  more  inclined  to  be 
critical  of  stone  and  tile,  and  even  wood- 
work’s condition — and  when  a man  is  fussy 
about  things  like  this,  he  can  out-fuss 
your  Great-Aunt  Hepzibah!  Therefore,  so 
long  as  his  money  clinks  just  as  cheerfully 
as  anybody  else’s  on  the  booth  window- 
sill, why  not  give  an  extra  careful  look  at 
the  lobby  paving,  or  parquetry,  or  what- 
ever you  have  there,  just  before  you  open 
for  the  day? 

The  Fastidious  Fair  Sex 

But  after  all,  though  I’ve  put  the  male 
patron  first  in  this  consideration  of  the 
influence  of  cleanliness  on  patronage 
(partly  from  loyalty  to  my  sex  and  partly 
just  to  be  different)  there’s  no  denying 
that  the  ladies  are  the  ones  most  to  be 
borne  in  mind  when  you  give  that  last  long 
“o.  o.”  to  the  house  at  10:55  a.  m.  or 
whenever  it  is  when  your  young  lady  is  ad- 
justing herself  to  her  stool  and  giving 
that  final  pat  to  her  back  hair  before 
opening  the  ticket  window. 

And  drapes  and  upholstery  are  the  ladies 
No.  1 specialty.  Or  anyway,  that’s  what 
the  Lady-Who-Goes-to-the-Theatre-With- 
Me  tells  me.  They’ll  forgive  you  for  a bad 
picture  if  it  doesn’t  happen  too  often  but 
they  never  will  forgive  a spotted  slip  cover 
or  a milk  chocolate  stain  on  the  back  cur- 
tain. What’s  more,  they  often  have  an  un- 
canny sense  to  detect  even  minor  clean- 
ing dishonesties,  like  putting  clean  slip- 
covers on  top  of  dirty  cushions,  or  select- 
ing some  peculiar  mottled  drapes  in  the 
fond  illusion  that  they  “don’t  show  dirt.” 

Just  because  cleanliness  is  an  absolutely 
sound  investment,  it  deserves  honest  and 
thorough-going  application.  You  should 
not  even  think,  for  example,  of  putting  on 
slip  covers  at  the  start  of  summer,  with- 
out first  giving  seat  and  back  cushions  a 
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genuine  freshening,  accompanied  by  spot 
inspection  and  spot  removal.  It  shouldn’t 
be  too  much  of  a job,  if  you  organize  it 
properly.  Your  cleaning  crew  should  have 
a systematic  routine,  and  follow  each  other 
row  by  row. 

My  Pet  Perversion 

Candy  or  ice  cream  stains,  mildew  and 
even  rust  stains  are  comparatively  milder 
offenders  and  the  commonest.  But,  all  too 
often,  there  are  stains  which  are  mute  evi- 
dence of  little  Johnny’s  nosebleed,  or  the 
chewing-gum  which  big  sister  absent- 
mindedly  ground  into  the  face  of  the  seat 
at  the  moment  Clark  Gable  took  “her” 
(vicariously)  into  his  arms. 

And  each  stain  allowed  to  remain  be- 
comes a definite  liability.  Nobody,  I re- 
peat, ever  stayed  away  from  a theatre  be- 
cause it  was  too  clean,  but  even  an  extra 
super-special  feature  plus  a guaranteed 
Bingo  couldn’t  lure  me  back  to  the  place 
where  I got  that  smear  of  chocolate  on  the 
sleeve  of  my  new  gray  suit.  In  fact,  that’s 
really  what  started  me  on  this  little  ser- 
mon— and  I still  think  cleanliness  is  a sure- 
fire investment.  Yes,  sir!  Like  the  man 
who  said  he  didn’t  know  much  about  art, 
but  he  knew  what  he  liked,  I don’t  know 
much  about  the  theatre  business,  but  I 
know  what  I like — and  I don’t  think  I’m 
the  only  one. 


Liquid  Soap  Dispensers 
Effect  Sizeable  Savings 

Dispensing  equipment  of  proper  ef- 
ficiency and  reliability  is  essential  to 
complete  satisfaction  in  the  use  of  liquid 
soap.  That  the  dispensers  should  enhance 
the  appearance  of  the  washroom  is  also  an 
obvious  requirement. 

To  put  good  soap  into  a poor  dispenser 
is  far  from  being  good  judgment,  and  to 
dispense  poor  soap  from  a good  dispenser 
is  equally  bad.  The  ideal  dispenser  satis- 
fies both  the  user  and  owner — to  the  one 


it  dispenses  just  enough  soap  to  wash  the 
hands  well  and  quickly,  and  with  mini- 
mum effort;  for  the  other  it  maintains 
economy  in  soap  consumption,  avoids 
waste  and  stands  up  reliably  in  long 
service. 

Attractiveness  of  design,  coupled  with 
soap  economy  and  mechanical  reliability 
has  earned  for  this  modern  device  the 
recognition  of  architects,  builders,  owners 
and  operators  of  truly  modern  theatres. 


Theatre  Fronts  Act  as 
Front-Page  Advertising 

The  requirements  of  this  modern  age, 
particularly  the  keenness  of  competition 
and  new  ideas  of  service  augmented  by  the 
many  new  resources  in  metals,  illumina- 
tion and  surfacing  materials,  have  brought 
about  a new  type  of  theatre  front  and  a 
period  of  renewed  activity  in  theatre  front 
construction.  This  movement  is  nation- 
wide, being  particularly  noticeable  in  large 
city  suburban  areas,  but  having  its  reflec- 
tion in  the  smaller  towns  all  over  the  land. 
The  new  fronts  are  characterized  by  neat, 
simple  lines  carried  out  in  beautiful  ma- 
terials, particularly  combinations  of  glass 
and  metals,  and  serving  to  frame  the  dis- 
plays made  more  attractive  by  new  ideas 
of  arrangement  and  illumination. 

The  successful  theatre  front  usually 
serves  a double  function.  It  should  im- 
press the  public  favorably  as  the  charac- 
ter, efficiency  and  courtesy  of  the  estab- 
lishment inside.  It  should  be  so  attractive 
as  to  secure  the  favorable  attention  of 
passersby  and  induce  them  to  enter  and 
investigate  further.  This  attractiveness 
should  be  permanent  so  as  to  assist  in 
holding  transients  as  steady  customers. 


House  Appeal  is  a foremost  consideration 
in  the  successful  operation  of  a theatre  in 
this  day  of  discriminating  theatre-goers. 


Whose  Money  Is  It? 


What  you  actually  get  out  of  increased  box  office  money,  is  only 
the  left  over.  After  what  you  must  spend  for  maintenance  and 
replacement.  A specialized  Super  Theatre  Cleaner  spends  a 
lot  less  of  that  money.  Because  it  doubles  the  lives  of  your 
carpets,  screen,  equipment,  decorations.  More  yet,  it  cuts 
your  costs  of  keeping  the  house  clean  and  bright,  which 
brings  back  the  repeaters. 


• Only  your  own  trial  can  show  how  many  things  you  will  clean 
with  a Super.  Things  which  otherwise  would  never  be  clean.  Try 
a Super  5 days  free,  clean  your  screen,  clear  those  sound  holes, 
clean  your  lamp  house,  those  drapes,  curtains,  high-up  ornaments. 
See  for  yourself  why  the  leading  theatres  in  America  are  Super 
cleaned.  Decide  then,  not  before.  Ask  your  wholesaler  or 


THE  NATIONAL  SUPER  SERVICE  CO. 

1941  N.  I3(h  Street,  Toledo,  Ohio 


Try  It  5 Days  Free! 


ANNOUNCING 

The  New 
“FR-W”  Medel 

(full-recessed) 

SANI-DRI 


Suitable  for  installation  in  any  wall  con- 
struction 8"  or  more  in  thickness.  Installed 
in  some  of  America's  finest  buildings, 
Model  'TR-W  is  especially  suitable  for 
theatre  washrooms.  It  conserves  space — 
the  full-recessed  foot  pedal  protects  against 
accidental  or  deliberate  damage. 

Model  "SR-W''  (semi-recessed)  is  avail- 
able for  installation  in  any  4"  wall. 

This  sanitary  drying  method,  constantly 
dependable,  reduces  washroom  mainten- 
ance costs  and  supplies  powerful  protec- 
tion against  the  dangerous  fire  hazard  of 
towels  littered  about  the  washroom. 

Illustrated  literature  sent  on  reciuest. 

Dependable  Since  1897 

THE  CHICAGO  HARDWARE  FOUNDRY  CO. 

Sani-Dri  Division  1240  Box  Street 

NORTH  CHICAGO  ILIANOIS 

Producers  of  High  Grade  Iron,  Ni-Resist,  Semi- 
Steel.  Brass,  Bronze,  Aluminum  and  Alloy  Cast- 
ings • Machine  Work  • Plating  • Porcelain 
Enameling  • “Sani”  Food  and  Drink  Equip- 
ment • “Favorite"  Cookware  • “Sani-Dri” 
Electric  Hand  & Hair  Driers  • Welding  Rods. 
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n-t  RECORD  PLAYER  — A 
^ I new  unit  especially  de- 
signed for  use  in  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  in  conjunction 
with  film  sound  reproducing 
equipment.  It  is  ideal  for  pro- 
viding music  between  shows  or 
in  making  special  announce- 
ments with  the  aid  of  record- 
ings. Attractively  finished,  the 


new  unit  provides  special  com- 
pensation in  the  pick-up  cir- 
cuit so  that  the  same  charac- 
teristics are  obtained  from  the 
average  record  as  are  obtained 
from  the  average  film  sound 
track.  The  record  player’s 
volume  control  permits  adjust- 
ment so  that  it  may  be  main- 
tained at  the  same  output  level 
as  that  of  the  soundhead. 


A A OIL  BURNER  — A new 
unit  for  small  properties 
which  comes  in  four  sizes,  all 
compact.  It  affords  efficient 


heating  with  minimvun  fuel 
consumption  by  the  mixture  of 


large  quantities  of  air  with 
small  parts  of  oil.  The  scien- 
tific use  of  new  metals  in  its 
construction  assures  long  life. 
This  product  is  manufactured 
by  a company  which  specializes 
in  year-round  air  conditioning 
and  the  new  oil  burner  is  its 
suggestion  for  winter-t  i m e 
operation  in  situations  where  a 
small  unit  is  sufficient. 


A A ALUMINUM  STRAIGHT 
fcO  LADDER — A new  ladder, 
weighing  only  one  pound  per 
foot  but  strong  enough  for  all 
ordinary  uses,  such  as  oiling 
and  making  general  repairs  to 
machinery,  building  mainten- 
ance sign  painting  and  other 
outdoor  activities.  It  is  con- 
structed entirely  of  aluminum 
alloy  61  S.  T.,  having  a tensile 


strength  of  48,000  pounds  per 
square  inch.  Its  side  rails  and 
%-inch  round  rungs  are  suf- 
ficiently strong  to  support  the 
heaviest  workman  in  perfect 
safety. 


SAFETY  LADDER 
SHOES — Designed  for  in- 
door use,  new  safety  ladder 
shoes  fit  any  size  ladder  rails 


and  can  be  installed  quickly  by 
anyone.  By  merely  slipping 
the  shoe  into  a horizontal  posi- 
tion, a tempered  serrated  steel 
plate  prevents  slipping  wher- 
ever a spike  grip  is  necessary. 
The  new  safety  ladder  shoes 
are  furnished  with  treads  of 
practically  every  material  to 
meet  almost  any  specifications, 
such  as  suberac  cork  composi- 
tion, neoprene,  etc.  With  pro- 
per safety  shoes,  the  ladder 
cannot  slip,  creep  or  skid. 


AP  UNIT  HEATER — A mod- 
ernly  styled  piece  of 
equipment  designed  for  heating 
small  buildings.  This  ceiling- 
mounted  heater,  built  in  27 
sizes,  provides  industrial  build- 
ings, theatres,  stores  and  so 
forth  with  uniform  tempera- 
tures and  heating  economy,  as 


well  as  saving  floor  space. 
Steam-fired  unit  heaters  are 
available  in  two  general  de- 
signs, each  of  which  makes  pos- 
sible large  savings  over  con- 
ventional heating  systems. 


WATER  COOLER— One 
of  the  new  “packaged” 
developments  in  functional 
equipment.  This  attractively 
designed  water  cooler  delivers 
continuous  refreshment  and  is 
especially  adaptable  for  thea- 
tre use.  A compact  refrigera- 
tion unit  insures  a constant. 


cool  water  supply.  The  mod- 
ernly  designed  cabinet  is  fin- 
ished in  opalescent  bronze, 
black  vitreous  material  forms 
the  fountain  top  and  chrome 
fittings  of  the  safety  type  com- 
plete its  attractive  appearance. 


MORE  DETAILED  INFORMATION 

on  any  or  all  items  mentioned  on  this  page  may  be  secured  by  addressing  a postal  card 
to  The  MODERN  THEATRE  INFORMATION  BUREAU,  332  S.  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago, 
Illinois.  Specify  the  items  in  which  you  are  interested  by  using  the  initial  number  at  the 
beginning  of  each  paragraph. 

NOTICE:  This  page  will  appear  frequently  in  The  MODERN  THEATRE  section  and  as 
often  as  there  are  new  product  developments  to  report.  Watch  for  it. 
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MODERN  METHODS  CREATE  RECEPTIVE  MOODS 


A restful  atmosphere  pervades  the  auditorium  of  the  Tigard  Theatre  in  Tigard, 
Oregon,  the  ceiling  of  which  is  done  in  alternating  planks  of  light  and  blue  in- 
terior finish  insulating  material  without  beveled  edges.  Walls  have  alternating 
shades  of  terra-cotta  and  natural  tan  colors  in  the  same  material.  Contrast  the 
effect  of  this  simple  treatment  with  that  of  the  gingerbread  era  of  the  past. 
(Photo  courtesy  Fir-Tex  Insulating  Board  Co.) 


Venetian  Blinds  Find 

Many  Uses  in  Theatres 

Increasingly  often  nowadays  we  are 
finding  Venetian  blinds  used  in  theatres 
for  various  functions  and  with  numerous 
modem  applications.  This  functional  ac- 
cessory, although  an  age-old  development, 
lends  a striking  modern  appearance  wher- 
ever it  is  applied,  and  the  practical  uses 
and  purposes  it  serves  make  it  ideally  ap- 
plicable as  a theatre  furnishing. 

In  any  parts  of  the  theatre,  such  as  foyer 
or  lounges,  where  windows  are  a part  of 
the  structure,  Venetian  blinds  are  the 
logical  selection  for  covering  these  spaces. 
They  give  privacy  and  afford  window  in- 
sulation, and  because  of  their  reflective 
qualities  they  also  are  a lighting  aid. 

Used  to  curtain  the  boxoffice,  small 
Venetian  blinds  found  one  of  their  first 
applications  in  theatres.  Because  of  mod- 
ern appearance  and  the  ability  to  harmon- 
ize with  modern  treatment  of  theatre  en- 
trances, this  is  one  part  of  the  theatre 
where  blinds  find  ready  acceptance. 

One  of  the  newest  applications  and  one 
which  is  finding  much  popular  favor  in 
theatre  construction  and  remodeling  is  the 
use  of  Venetian  blinds  to  curtain  off  the 
standee  areas  in  many  houses.  This  ap- 
pears to  be  an  ideal  solution  and  one  which 


lends  a modem  air  to  the  back  of  the 
auditorium  where  used  in  this  manner.  The 
utilitarian  nature  of  such  an  installation 
should  not  be  overlooked  either. 

Both  wood  slat  and  the  newer  metal  slat 
blinds  are  adaptable  for  use  in  theatres. 
Each  type  is  available  in  a wide  range  of 
colors  and  the  tapes  and  cords  with  which 
they  are  operated  also  may  be  had  in  a 
wide  color  variety.  Beauty  of  appearance 
and  harmony  with  any  type  of  decorative 
scheme  are  features  of  this  furnishing 
which  is  now  becoming  so  popular  in  thea- 
tre applications. 


Ticket  Machines  Add  to 
Management  Efficiency 

Old-fashioned  ticket  rolls  answer  no 
purpose  today  in  efficient  cash  control 
operations.  Hand  issuance  requires  too 
many  unnecessary  movements,  such  as 
pulling  out  a strip  of  tickets  to  sufficient 
length,  counting,  tearing  off  and  hand- 
ing out.  Roll  tickets  also  encourage  re- 
sales and  thus  make  it  easier  to  use  coun- 
terfeit or  misappropriated  tickets. 

With  a modern  ticket  issuing  machine, 
the  tickets  are  always  under  lock  and  key 
and  are  issued  directly  into  the  patrons’ 
hands.  They  are  automatically  regis- 


tered, providing  an  accurate,  untamper- 
able  record  of  all  ticket  sales. 

Also  the  modern  ticket  register  simpli- 
fies the  cashier’s  work  and  promotes  ac- 
curacy. The  installation  of  a ticket  regis- 
ter is  the  quickest  possible  way  to  make  a 
theatre’s  boxoffice  modern  and  business- 
like in  appearance  and  operation. 


TURN  YOUR  THEATRE 
PATRONS  INTO 
EXTRA  PROFITS,^- 


Sell  Popcorn! 

Exhibitors  sell  an  av- 
erage of  2c  worth  of 
popcorn  on  every  paid 
admission.  And  make 
70c  profit  on  every 
dollar  in  sales.  Others 
are  making  these 
handsome  profits  in 
popcorn  — why  not 
you  ? 

You  Can  Cash  In 
With  the  ADVANCE 
ACE — ^The  Machine 
That  Really  Makes 
the  Profits. 

This  new  streamlined 
machine  attracts  at- 
tention — and  gets 
those  nickels,  dimes 
and  quarters! 

See  Your  Supply  House 
or  Write  for  Catalog. 


A 


OVANCE  MFG.  CO. 

6334  St.  Louis  Ave.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


GIVE  YOUR 
PATRONS 
THE  BEST 


Ask  Your 

Supply  Dealer  For 

PHOTOELECTRIC  CELLS 


y/S/TRON 


For  All  Standard  Makes  of  Equipment 
Preferred  for  Sound-on-Film  Since  1925 

G-M  LABORATORIES,  INC.,  CHICAGO 


BOXOFFICE  : : December  7,  1940 


71 


HOW  TO  fooi  and  ventiiale  your  iheafre  eionorrtnaiiy: 

Install  REYNOLDS  BLOWERS 

Quiet  • Vibrationless 

12  1.500  to  30,000  cftn.  $22.50  up,  intludlng  vorioblo 

tp««d  drive,  belts  or^d  motor  pulleys.  Fofnir  ball  beorings 
set  in  solid  rubber  pillow  blocks.  Write  for  free  literolvre. 

REYNOLDS  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

412  Prospect  Ave.,  N.  E.  • Grand  Ropids.  Michlgon 

1 


Decorate — Insulate — Control  Sound 
With 

KOLOR-FAST  NU-WOOD 

Ideal  for  theatre  walls  and  ceilings  be- 
cause it  combines  many  functions  at  one 
low  cost.  Write  for  complete  details. 

WOOD  CONVERSION  COIVIPANY 
Dept.  134-13  First  National  Bank  Building 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 


! 


SPREADINC  COMFORT 
TO  MILLIONS' 

l^^&SEAT  CORPORATIDNi 


imm  UNION  CITY.INDIANA. 


T S.  0.  S-  Amplifiers  with  Revolutionary 
INVERSE  FEEDBACK  CIRCUIT 

# New  "endless  chain  * feedback  balances  out  noise, 
distortion  and  instability,  produces  thrillingly  realistic 
sound,  rivalling  studio  recordings. 

TRADE-INS  accepted  at  liberal  allowances. 
Send  for  new  bulletin  and  prices 


HEYWOOD- WAKEFIELD 

Streamline 

SEATS 

Made  to  Order  for  the  Modem  Theatre 


IT'S  GOOD  BOX-OFFICE 

to  seat  patronage  on  securely  an- 
chored seats! 

SUPREME  EXPANSION  BOLTS 

should  be  specified  for  new  seating 
and  repairs. 

Offered  by  all  better  theatre  supply 
dealers 

The  Chicago  Expansion  Bolt  Co. 
134  S.  Clinton  St.  Chicago,  111. 


YOURS  AT 
UNBELIEVABLY 
LOW  COST 

“LIGHTMASTER” 

SIJIPLiriED 
HIGH  intensity 
PROJECTION 
LAMPS 

The  BALLANTYNE 
COMPANY 

Omaha,  Nebr. 


S.  0.  S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP. 
636  Eleventh  Ave.,  New  York  Cable;  “Sosound" 


GENERAL  CHAIRS 


SOLD  EVERYWHERE 
BY  DEALERS  SQUARE 


MODERN  THEATRE  LIGHTING 


It  will  pay  you  to  modernize  now, 
with  new  up  to  the  minute  lighting 
fixtures.  Sidewall,  ceiling  and  exit 
fixtures  designed  for  beauty  and  soft 
colored  effects.  Special  fixtures  made 
to  order.  Write  for  descriptive  litera- 
ture. 

MODERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

320  Douglas  St.,  N.  W. 

Grand  Rapids Michigan 


CARRIER  CORPORATION— SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


NEW  SEAT  CATALOG 
NOW  READY— WRITE 

Pictures  and  describes 
all  types  Peabody  The- 
atre Seats.  Attractive 
modern  designs.  Comfort- 
able quality  seats  for 
every  theatre  need.  Free. 
Catalog  sent  on  request. 

Peabody  Seating  Co. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Lounge  Furniture 

SPECIALISTS  in  SMART  MODERN  or 
PERIOD  FURNITURE  for  THEATRE 
LOBBIES  and  LOUNGES. 

DAVIDSON  LTD. 

420  N.  Orleans  St.  Chicago 


IRWIN  SEATING 

famous  for  its 

“NECK  TO  KNEE"  COMFORT 

AND  SNAPPY  APPEARANCE 

IRWIN  SEATING  COMPANY 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Distributed  by  National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
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HIGH  INTENSITY  CARBON  ARC  LAMPS 

SUPPLY  ALL  THE  SPECTRAL  COLORS  IN 
ESSENTIALLY  EVEN  BALANCE.  THAT  IS  WHY 
THEY  GIVE  TRUE  COLOR  REPRODUCTION. 


The  words  “National”,  “Suprex”  and  “Orotip”  are  trade-marks 
of  National  Carbon  Company,  Inc. 


PATRONS  PAY  TO 
^^THE  PICTURE 

# The  surest  way  to  keep  your  patronage 
in  the  profit  range  is  to  use  the  hest  pro- 
jection light  available. 

That  means  High  Intensity  projection  — 
the  light  of  daylight  quality  — that  insures 
clear,  comlortahle  vision  of  the  fast  mov- 
ing, colorful  modern  productions. 

'Phe  new  "One  Kilowatt"  arcs  now  bring 
High  Intensity  projection  to  the  small 
theatre  — 50%  more  light  than  Low  Inten- 
sity projection  at  no  increase  in  operating 
cost. 

Installation  costs  are  so  low  that  no  theatre 
can  afford  to  be  without  this  modern  pro- 
jection light. 

Let  your  patrons  SEE  your  pictures  with 
maximum  enjoyment.  Satisfied  patrons 
come  again  and  bring  others. 


Carbon  Sales  Division,  Cleveland,  Ohio 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation 


GENERAL  OFFICES 
30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


0031 


BRANCH  SALES  OFFICES 


New  York,  PlLLsburgh,  Chicago,  SL.  Louis,  San  Francisco 


f A \J£kj(  A 


p ^ ‘ 


Overwhelmingly  Ahead 
in  Theatres  throughout  the  World... 

LEADS 

in  all 


FIELDS 


MANY  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
HAS  PROVED  TO  EXHIBITORS 


PROJECTORS 

ARE  A PROFITABLE  INVESTMENT 

Engineering  Skill  and  Researeh  have  also 
established  Simplex  Projeelion  Superiority, 
Dependability,  Low  niaintenanee  upkeep 
and  General  Effieieney. 

NOTABLE  PROJECTOK 

INSTALLATIONS 


KADIO  CITY  musk;  HAUL 
YORK.  N.  Y. 

EMPIRE  THEATRE 
LONDON.  ENGLAND 
EARNERS  THEATRE 
LONDON.  ENGLAND 
NIPPON  THEATRE 
TOKYO.  JAPAN 
LINE  COLOSSO 

MEXICO  CITY.  MEXICO 
REX  THEATRE 
BUENOS  AIRES.  ARGENTINA 


METRO  THEATRE 
RIO  DE  JANEIRO.  BRAZIL 
PRINCESS  THEATRE 
HONOEULU.  T.  H. 

METRO  THEATRE 
JOHANNESBURG.  SOUTH  AERICA 
KINGS  THEATRE 
HONGKONG.  CHINA 
EROS  THEATRE 
BOMBAY.  INDIA 
NEW  AVENUE  THEATRE 
MANILA.  P.  I. 


EALNZA  THEATRO 
BOGOTA.  COLOMBIA 


PuiDUE7NI1^5lTY^^®®i*iSi 

HAf  L OF  MUSIC 


ll'™  Oo^ar 


MANUFACTURID  BY 

INTERNATIONAL  PROJEaOR 
CORPORATION 

88-96  GOLD  STREET,  NEW  YORK.  N.Y. 


" " v DISTRIBUTED  BY 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY 


SERVICE  SllPPLEMEKTS  QUALITY 


COMPANY 

BRANCHES  IN  PRINCIPAL  CITIES 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Progress  Reported  Hollywood  Contributes  Nearly 
In  Labor  Talks  Half  Million  to  Chest  Drive 


Progress  is  being  reported  in  the  con- 
ferences between  representatives  of  ten 
lATSE  unions,  involving  10,000  studio  em- 
ployes, and  producers  relevant  to  adjust- 
ments in  present  contracts.  Harold  V. 
Smith,  chairman  of  the  lA  negotiating 
committee,  and  Pat  Casey,  Hays  office 
labor  contact,  have  been  holding  daily 
huddles.  For  the  laboratory  technicians, 
Smith  has  submitted  demands  for  non-ex- 
emption from  wage-hour  classifications 
and  is  seeking  retroactive  pay  to  1938, 
when  the  wage-hour  law  became  effective. 
Producers  contend,  however,  that  many 
technicians  are  subject  to  exemption. 
Confabs  are  also  scheduled  with  costum- 
ers, grips,  makeup  artists,  utility  workers, 
electricians,  cameramen  and  other  lA 
groups. 

Photographers  Await  Instructions 

Meantime  the  lA  photographers’  local  is 
awaiting  instructions  from  the  lA  execu- 
tive board  before  pushing  its  demands  for 
jurisdiction  over  first  cameramen,  dis- 
puted by  the  American  Society  of  Cine- 
matographers. The  ASC  is  renewing  its 
request  for  a separate  lATSE  charter  and 
reiterates  it  has  a producer  contract  for 
first  cameramen.  ASC  members  have  been 
ordered  to  ignore  lA  demands  that  they 
resign  from  the  ASC.  The  lA  photog- 
raphers have  elected  Gus  Peterson  presi- 
dent and  have  chosen  21  new  board  mem- 
bers. 

Negotiations  between  producers  and  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild  are  to  get  under  way 
immediately  to  executive  recommendations 
of  the  standing  committee,  which  urged 
elimination  of  all  so-called  “casual”  extras. 
The  committee’s  recommendations  were 
approved,  2,740  to  434,  in  a referendum  vote 
among  SAG  “B”  members,  who  also  voted 
2,666  to  507  to  abolish  their  own  council 
and  have  the  SAG  board  of  directors 
represent  them  directly. 

Screen  Writers  Guild  has  set  an  open 
board  meeting  for  December  9 to  discuss 
enforcement  of  Guild  shop  percentages  at 
the  individual  studios.  Producers  will  sup- 
ply official  lists  of  all  writers  currently 
employed. 

Screen  Publicists  Guild  members  dis- 
cussed changes  in  the  wage-hour  law  as 
well  as  other  current  problems  in  a gen- 
eral membership  meeting.  Screen  Office 
Employes  Guild  met  to  name  an  election 
committee  which  will  lay  plans  for  the  an- 
nual election  of  officers  in  January.  Screen 
Readers  Guild  has  elected  William  Koenig, 
president;  Emil  Cannerich,  vice-president, 
and  Lillian  Bergquist,  secretary.  Society 
of  Motion  Picture  Art  Directors  named  Al- 
berg  D’Agostino,  president;  Carl  Julius 
Weyl,  vice-president,  and  Urie  McCleary, 
secretary-treasurer. 


Over  the  top — and  how. 

That’s  the  way  Hollywood  responded  to 
the  annual  Los  Angeles  Community  Chest 
campaign.  At  a “Motion  Picture  Day” 
luncheon  Louis  B.  Mayer,  the  industry’s 
Community  Chest  chairman,  revealed  total 
collections  in  the  film  colony  amounted  to 
$465,708.52 — a 47  per  cent  increase  over 
1939  when  $311,955.99  was  subscribed. 

The  record-shattering  contribution  was 
termed  “a  real  inspiration”  by  Paul  K. 
Yost,  campaign  chairman,  who  declared: 
“The  war  has  affected  your  industry  great- 
ly. It  has  been  a time  of  great  stress  and 
strain.  And  yet  despite  all  of  your  wor- 
ries, you  have  taken  very  much  to  heart 
the  slogan  of  the  Chest,  ‘We  Must  Take 
Care  of  Our  Own’.” 

The  luncheon-meeting  was  studded  with 
civic  leaders,  film  industry  personalities 
and  business  figures.  Stars  present  in- 
cluded Mary  Pickford,  Tyrone  Power,  Greer 
Garson,  Jane  Withers,  Walter  Pidgeon, 
Eleanore  Powell,  Jane  Darwell,  Olivia  de 
Havilland,  Donald  Crisp,  Rita  Hayworth, 
Pat  O’Brien,  Hugh  Herbert,  Anne  Shirley, 
Wendy  Barrie,  Ellen  Drew,  Stuart  Erwin, 
Patricia  Morison,  Preston  Foster  and 
Evelyn  Keyes. 

At  the  speakers’  table  were  Will  Hays, 
Joseph  Schenck,  George  Schaefer,  J.  J. 
Nolan,  Harry  Warner,  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 


Samuel  Goldwyn,  Cliff  Work,  Joe  Paster- 
nak, Walt  Disney,  David  O.  Selznick,  Wal- 
ter Wanger,  E.  J.  Mannix  and  Harry  Rapf. 
Publishers  of  all  Los  Angeles  daily  news- 
papers were  in  attendance,  and  all  guilds, 
crafts  and  unions  in  Hollywood  were  repre- 
sented. Edward  Arnold,  Screen  Actors 
Guild  president,  emceed  a radio  broadcast 
of  the  event  over  Station  KFWB,  during 
which  Douglas  McPhail  and  Betty  Jaynes, 
M-G-M  players,  sang,  and  Jane  Withers 
spoke  for  the  children  of  the  film  indus- 
try. John  Nesbitt,  M-G-M  shorts  pro- 
ducer and  radio  commentator,  was  also  a 
speaker. 

Mayer,  in  reading  his  report,  indicated 
his  pride  in  the  tremendous  response  of 
the  industry  to  the  Chest  appeal  and  point- 
ed out  the  drive  has  further  served  to  bring 
all  factors  of  the  Los  Angeles  community 
together. 

Other  charity  activities  include  an  an- 
nouncement by  the  Cowboy  Ass’n  for  Brit- 
ish War  Children’s  Relief,  comprising 
screen  and  radio  sagebrushers,  that  it  will 
stage  a broadcast  here  December  14  to 
raise  funds  for  young  English  bombing  vic- 
tims. Virtually  every  film  and  radio  cow- 
poke will  appear  on  the  show,  which  will 
be  carried  locally  over  Station  KFWB. 

The  complete  report  appears  in  the  table 
below: 


December  3,  1940 


Amount  Raised  Subscriptions  Amount  RecVd 


Studio — Colonel 

Last  Year 

Today 

Today 

General  Service,  George  Medley  

$ 442.00 

123 

$ 1,187.5.0 

Edward  Small,  Ted  Thornton  

831.00 

25 

1.495.00 

Principal,  Barney  Briskin  

932.55 

28 

2.569.00 

Walter  Wanger,  George  Johnson 

3,627.00 

17 

1,822.50 

Goldwyn  Studios,  Reeves  Espy  

5,102.61 

77 

3,844.50 

Hal  Roach,  Frank  Seltzer  

2,956.20 

191 

2,953.00 

Alexander  Korda,  George  Bagnall 

47 

3,282.60 

Republic,  E.  H.  Goldstein 

2,350.00 

498 

6,241.39 

Walt  Disney,  Gunther  Lessing 

5,289.02 

1,035 

6,038.15 

Allied  Industries,  Fred  Beetson 

19,014.70 

306 

18,819.50 

Agents,  Abe  Lastfogel  

14,046.50 

114 

25,018.66 

RKO  Radio,  Dan  Winkler  

23.069.44 

1,045 

25,253.62 

Columbia,  B.  B.  Kahane 

11,888.63 

1.280 

25,128.00 

Paramount,  Jack  Karp  

35,565.48 

2.146 

58,658.80 

Universal,  A.  H.  McCausland  

13,381.95 

1,553 

38,500.00 

Warner  Bros.,  Eddie  Selzer 

56,495.01 

3,136 

63,671.63 

20th  Century-Fox,  William  Koenig 

40,284.10 

2,749 

65,596.69 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,  W.  K.  Craig 

71,064.47 

3,541 

115,627.98 

Totals  

$311,955.99 

17,911 

$465,708.52 
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No  Production  Lag  During 
Xmas-New  Year's  Period 


Myke  Lewis,  who  pre-sells  Harry  Sher- 
man’s "Hopalong  Cassidy”  westerns,  has 
checked  out  on  a tour  of  the  mountain 
and  midwestem  states,  discussing  the  new 
season’s  product  with  distributors  in  key 
centers.  He  will  be  on  the  road  for  sev- 
eral weeks. 

* 

Chico  Marx  has  returned  from  New  York 
to  complete  details  for  his  proposed  stage 
tour  at  the  head  of  a 16-piece  orchestra. 
He  goes  east  again  shortly  to  attend  the 
New  York  opejiing  of  the  Marx  Brothers 
picture,  “Go  West,"  December  13. 

* 

Col.  Jason  Joy,  20th  Century-Fox’s  pub- 
lic relations  director,  has  returned  from 
Washington  after  obtaining  Brazilian  em- 
bassy approval  of  the  “Road  to  Rio”  script. 
He  also  discussed  plans  for  a West  Point 
film  with  U.  S.  army  leaders. 

★ 

Don  Hartman,  Paramount  scripter,  and 


Awards  and  Election 
Occupying  Academy 


Although  plans  for  reorganizing  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences along  a wider  cultural  and  intra- 
industry base  have  been  tabled  tempo- 
rarily because  of  legal  and  technical  dif- 
ficulties, the  organization’s  board  of  gov- 
ernors has  ordered  immediate  action  on 
two  forthcoming  events — plans  for  the 
1941  Academy  Awards  Dinner,  and  for 
the  election  of  new  officers. 

Election  ballots  will  be  mailed  Academy 
members  December  12,  with  polls  clos- 
ing December  20.  Walter  Wanger,  Acad- 
emy president,  has  announced  that  fol- 
lowing the  election,  committees  for  hand- 
ling award  nominations,  dinner  prepara- 
tions and  other  details  of  the  annual  event 
will  be  appointed. 

Wanger  has  been  authorized  to  follow 
last  year’s  procedure  in  inviting  the 
Screen  Actors,  Screen  Directors  and 
Screen  Writers  Guilds  to  designate  three 
members  each,  with  alternates,  to  serve 
with  three  producers  and  three  members 
of  the  Science  branches  on  the  Awards 
committee. 

Board  Nominees 

Nominated  for  the  board  of  governors 
were:  Actors — Edward  Arnold,  Pay  Bain- 
ter,  Donald  Crisp,  Bette  Davis,  Greer  Gar- 
son,  Gene  Lockhart,  Tyrone  Power,  Rosa- 
lind Russell,  James  Stewart.  Directors — 
Frank  Capra,  Michael  Curtiz,  Cecil  B.  De- 
Mille,  Garson  Kanin,  Frank  Lloyd,  Mer- 
vyn  LeRoy,  Ernst  Lubitsch,  Sam  Wood, 
William  Wyler.  Producers — Henry  Blanke, 
Y.  Prank  Freeman,  Jesse  Lasky,  Sol  Les- 
ser, Kenneth  Macgowan,  Joe  Pasternak, 
David  O.  Selznick,  Wanger,  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck.  Writers — Sidney  Buchman,  How- 
ard Estabrook,  James  Hilton,  Talbot  Jen- 
nings, Jane  Murfin,  Norman  Reilly  Raine, 
Robert  Riskin,  Allan  Scott,  Carey  Wilson. 
Science  branches — Bernard  Herzbrun.  Jack 
Otterson,  Parciot  Edouart,  Ray  Wilkin- 
son, John  O.  Aalberg,  Nathan  Levinson, 
Thomas  Moulton,  Anne  Bauchens,  Har- 
old McCord. 

Meantime  the  producers  association, 
with  Y.  Frank  Freeman  presiding,  met 
to  consider  the  Producer-Screen  Actors 


his  wife  have  cheeked  out  for  a four-week 
motor  trip  through  the  south. 

* 

William  Meiklejohn,  director  of  Para- 
mount’s casting  and  talent  departments, 
is  back  at  work  after  a siege  with  the 
flu  which  kept  him  at  home  for  several 
days. 

* 

Actor -director  Gregory  Ratoff  is  vaca- 
tioning in  New  York.  He  left  for  the  east 
via  Stratoliner . 

* 

Funeral  services  were  held  December  6 
for  C.  Henry  Gordon,  56,  stage  and  screen 
character  player,  with  burial  following  at 
Calvai-y  Cemetery.  Gordon  died  follow- 
ing a leg  amputation.  In  Hollywood  since 
1930,  he  is  survivd  by  his  widow,  Abigail, 
and  a sister,  Joan.  Pallbearers  included 
Sidney  Toler,  Barton  MacLane,  Huntley 
Gordon,  Carroll  Tracy,  Henry  O’Neill  and 
Donald  Dillaway. 


Guild  standing  committee  report  calling 
for  the  elimination  of  so-called  “casual” 
extras  as  an  aid  to  bit-player  employment. 
Earlier,  Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA  president, 
addressed  a gathering  of  the  major  stu- 
dio publicity  directors,  discussing  public 
relations  and  the  growth  of  national  good- 
will for  the  motion  picture  industry.  The 
meeting  was  also  attended  by  Francis 
Harmon,  Hays’  assistant  and  industry  co- 
ordinator for  the  national  defense  pro- 
gram. 

The  Academy’s  plan  to  bring  the  Screen 
Actors,  Screen  Directors  and  Screen  Writ- 
ers Guilds  into  the  organization  on  a more 
active  basis — already  tabled  because  of  le- 
gal and  technical  difficulties — seems  defi- 
nitely to  have  been  scrapped,  the  SAG 
board  of  directors  having  rejected  the  pro- 
posal. So  far  neither  the  SDG  nor  the 
SWG  have  taken  any  action  on  the  pro- 
ject. 

Planning  to  return  here  early  in  Feb- 
ruary, Will  Hays,  MPPDA  president,  has 
left  for  the  east  after  a three-week  stay. 
While  here.  Hays  attended  producers  as- 
sociation meetings,  conferred  with  Joseph 
I.  Breen  and  other  association  executives, 
and  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  “Mo- 
tion Picture  Day”  Community  Chest  ban- 
quet. 


Pine,  Thomas  Form  New 
Company!  Para't  Outlet 

Formation  of  Picture  Corp.  of  America 
has  been  announced  by  William  H.  Pine 
and  William  C.  Thomas,  with  Pine  listed 
as  president  and  Thomas  as  executive 
vice-president  in  charge  of  production. 

First  picture  on  a three-film  schedule  for 
Paramount  release  during  1941-42  will  be 
“Power  Dive,”  starring  Richard  Arlen,  from 
an  original  by  Paul  Franklin.  Company 
will  headquarter  at  Fine  Arts  Studio,  where 
the  initial  picture  will  get  under  way  late 
in  January.  Maxwell  Shane  is  scripting. 

Pine  will  continue  as  associate  to  Cecil 
B.  DeMille  at  Paramount  in  addition  to 
his  new  duties. 


Richard  Wallace  Chore 

Richard  Wallace  will  direct  “A  Girl’s 
Best  Friend  Is  Wall  Street”  for  Colum- 
bia. 


Indicating  that,  for  the  first  time  in 
many  years,  there  will  be  no  production 
slump  in  Hollywood  during  the  Christ- 
mas-New Year  period,  the  major  lots  have 
pegged  19  pictures  to  roll  during  the  bal- 
ance of  December,  with  eight  more  pen- 
ciled in  for  January  starts. 

Busiest  lots  will  be  Warner  and  RKO 
Radio.  The  former  is  set  to  gun  “Bad 
Men  of  Missouri,”  “Winged  Victory,” 
“Fiesta  in  Manhattan,”  “Sergeant  York” 
and  “Jinx  Woman.”  In  January  the  Bur- 
bank studio  will  roll  “The  Bride  Came 
C.  O.  D.”  At  RKO  Radio,  schedules  in- 
clude “The  Devil  and  Miss  Jones,”  “Tom, 
Dick  and  Harry,”  “How  to  Meet  a Man” 
and  an  untitled  Tim  Holt  western,  all  to 
start  this  month. 

Paramount,  with  75  per  cent  of  its  1940- 
41  schedules  either  shooting  or  already 
completed,  has  its  production  slate  worked 
out  tentatively  until  February.  During 
the  balance  of  December  “Skylark”  and 
“There’s  Always  Juliet”  will  roll.  January 
will  see  camera  work  begin  on  “Hold  Back 
the  Dawn,”  “Birth  of  the  Blues”  and 
“Ballerina.”  “Pioneer  Woman”  is  the 
February  starter. 

“Return  of  Boston  Blackie”  rolls  this 
month  for  Columbia,  with  “A  Girl’s  Best 
Friend  Is  Wall  Street”  slated  for  January 
cameras.  Universal’s  December  schedule 
comprises  “The  Flame  of  New  Orleans” 
and  “Buck  Privates,”  and  “Lady  Prom 
Cheyenne”  is  to  go  into  work  in  January. 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  will  gun  “How 
Green  Was  My  Valley”  this  month  and 
“The  Great  American  Broadcast”  and 
“Blood  and  Sand”  in  January. 

Other  December  starters  include 
M-G-M’s  “Blossoms  in  the  Dust”  and  “Mr. 
Co-Ed”;  James  Roosevelt’s  “Pot  O’  Gold” 
for  United  Artists;  and  Republic’s  “Ar- 
kansas Judge.” 


Three  Independent  Films 
Before  Cameras  Dec.  9 

Three  independently  produced  films  are 
slated  to  hit  the  cameras  on  December  9. 
T.  H.  Richmond,  transferring  his  unit 
from  the  Chadwick  to  the  International 
studios,  will  gun  “You  Betcha  My  Life,” 
starring  Heniy  Armetta,  with  Gene  Yar- 
borough directing  for  Producers  Releas- 
ing Corp.  Henry  Henigson,  James  Roose- 
velt’s associate,  will  gun  “Pot  O’  Gold,” 
with  Paulette  Goddard,  James  Stewart 
and  Horace  Heidt  in  the  leads.  It  is  for 
United  Artists  release.  On  the  same  day, 
for  RKO  Radio,  Prank  Ross  and  Norman 
Krasna  will  signal  a start  on  “The  Devil 
and  Miss  Jones,”  starring  Jean  Arthur. 

January  will  see  camera  work  begin- 
ning on  “The  Man  Who  Lost  Himself,” 
a General  Films  production  for  Universal 
release.  Director  Edward  Ludwig  is  now 
working  on  the  script  with  William  R. 
Lipman.  Also  for  Universal,  Prank  Lloyd 
will  launch  “The  Lady  From  Cheyenne” 
in  January. 


DeMille's  "Wild  Wind" 

To  Get  Technicolor 

Cecil  B.  DeMille  has  announced  “Reap 
the  Wild  Wind”  will  be  filmed  in  Techni- 
color— the  second  DeMille  picture  to  be 
photographed  in  that  medium.  Cameras 
will  be  sent  to  the  ocean  floor  in  the  coral 
depths  off  the  Florida  keys  for  one  se- 
quence in  the  Paramount  film — the  first 
time  color  scenes  have  been  made  under 
the  sea  in  a feature  production. 
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WITH  all  the  hue  and  cry  about  the 
industry’s  need  for  strict  econ- 
omy in  its  operations,  it  is  time 
that  studio  publicity  departments  cease 
the  woeful  waste  in  time  and  money 
which  is  reflected  in  so-called  clever  or 
elaborate  preview  announcements. 

Most  recent  offender  and  one  which  at- 
tained something  of  a new  high  in  ri- 
diculousness was  John  Joseph’s  notice,  de- 
signed to  summon  reviewers  to  the  press 
preview  of  the  Universal-W.  C.  Fields’ 
starrer,  “The  Bank  Dick.”  A die-cut,  card- 
board replica  of  the  comedian — with  a 
toy  balloon  representing  the  famous 
Pieldsian  proboscis — the  doll  arrived  in  the 
mail,  devoid  of  printing  or  accompanying 
explanatory  literature. 

The  masterpiece  of  mystery  failed  to 
engender  the  “Oh’s”  and  “Ah’s”  of  ap- 
preciation which  its  designers  apparently 
assumed  to  be  its  just  reward.  In  fact, 
after  a mere  glance,  it  found  its  way  into 
the  waste  basket  along  with  countless 
other  valueless  gadgets  and  unimpressive 
brochures  upon  which  publicists  squan- 
der their  time  and  their  companies’  funds. 

Had  it  not  been  for  a paragraph  in  a 
local  tradepaper,  no  one  would  have 
known  that  the  creation  was  a preview 
announcement  and  very  few  would  have 
attended  the  showing,  resulting  in  its  first 
and  only  logical  purpose  being  defeated. 
It  seems  that  by  sliding  back  a secret  and 
well-concealed  panel,  one  could  have 
found  a message  anent  the  time  and  place 
of  the  screening. 

Metro  and  20th  Century-Fox  have  wise- 
ly veered  away  from  the  practice  of  mail- 
ing elaborate,  mysterious  or  allegedly 
clever  announcements.  Both  studios  have 
adopted  a standard  and  inexpensive  form, 
which  permits  recipients  to  ascertain 
easily  what  picture  is  being  previewed, 
when  and  where.  Thereby,  they  are  sav- 
ing hundreds  of  dollars,  the  time  of  their 
publicity  workers — and  the  time  and  dis- 
positions of  reviewers.  Metro  and  Fox 
previews  are  just  as  well  attended  as  any 
others  and  their  product  doesn’t  suffer 
because  newsmen  are  simply  summoned. 

Everyone  would  be  better  off  if  all  stu- 
dios followed  their  example. 

Boxoffice’s  Editor-in-Chief,  Red  Kann, 
reports — and  exclusively — from  New  York 


that  "Will  H.  Hays  has  agreed  voluntarily 
to  trim  his  annual  income  as  president 
of  the  MPPDA  from  $200,000  to  $160,000 
a year  on  the  basis  of  a new  five-year 
contract  starting  in  1941  when  his  current 
pact  expires.” 

Verily,  the  days  of  famine  are  upon  the 
land — Holly  wood-land. 


Speaking  from  her  dressing  room,  Bette 
Davis  made  the  featured  talk  for  the  annual 
football  banquet  of  her  alma  mater,  Cush- 
ing Academy  of  Ashburnham,  Mass.  The 
star's  voice  was  carried  directly  to  the  Cush- 
ing auditorium  by  long  distance  telephone. 
Loud  speakers  amplified  it  so  that  the  as- 
sembled students  heard  their  most  disting- 
uished alumna. 

Must  have  been  a rare  treat  for  the  "as- 
sembled students" — all  twelve  of  them.  Now 
if  Hollywood  can  uncover  a "distinguished 
alumna" — or  alumnus — from  Split  Lip  Semi- 
nary and  Slippery  Elm  Normal,  its  academic 
and  cultural  life  will  be  complete. 


“The  name  ‘Buck’  in  Hollywood  means 
only  Buck  Jones,”  according  to  a pub- 
licity release  emanating  from  the  sanc- 
tum of  Columbia’s  Lou  Smith. 

He  seemed  to  forget  Buck  Benny.  And 
how  about  that  hot  little  article  which  the 
executives  pass  back  and  forth  with  such 
amazing  dexterity? 


They  love  to  lead  with  their  chins,  those 
toilers  in  Cliff  Lewis’  Paramount  gar- 


denia garden.  Witness,  the  headline  on  a 
current  release: 

“ ‘Wind  Bags’  Used  to  Aid  Sound  Re- 
cording.” 

The  story  does  not  contradict  previous 
announcements  that  Boris  Morros  is  barn- 
storming with  his  current  epis. 


Heaven  help  the  classics  when  press 
agents  go  highbrow. 

In  reporting  that  the  first  scenes  for  a 
Producers  Corp.  of  America  film  starring 
John  Charles  Thomas  had  been  shot  inside 
the  Chicago  Civic  Opera  House  during  a 
performance.  Freelance  Terry  DeLapp  makes 
reference  to  the  “English  version  of  'Fal 
Staff.' " In  Hollywood  blurbese,  they  would 
probably  be  listed  as  "Car  Men,"  "Lohen 
Grin"  and  "Tann  Hauser." 

BALLYHOODLUMS: 

Misfires  of  the  Week 

Howard  Strickling’s  attempt  to  intro- 
duce a new  note  into  out-of-town  pre- 
mieres by  designating  the  Washington- 
Havana-Mexico  City-Toronto  debut  of 
Metro’s  “Flight  Command”  as  a “hemis- 
pheric premiere”  . . . Russell  (Strip-Tease) 
Birdwell’s  brainstorm,  a “strip-down 
strike”  in  which  one  Gerta  Rosen,  Vien- 
nese actress,  “picketed”  the  Loew-Lewin 
offices,  removing  one  piece  of  clothing 
daily  in  protest  because  the  producers  had 
deleted  her  role  in  “So  Ends  Our  Night.” 
Though  Gerta  insisted  that  “if  they  keep 
snipping.  I’ll  keep  stripping,”  she  didn’t 
get  down  to  the  altogether — and  Loew- 
Lewin  didn’t  put  her  part  back  in  the 
film  . . . Robert  (Addison  Sims)  Taplin- 
ger’s  yarn  to  the  effect  that  because  War- 
ner re-issued  “Here  Comes  the  Navy”  in 
connection  with  the  national  defense  pro- 
gram, the  Navy  Wives  Defense  Corps,  Unit 
One,  San  Diego,  had  appointed  Mrs.  James 
Cagney  and  Mrs.  Pat  O’Brien  as  honorary 
lieutenants  in  the  organization — all  be- 
cause, Taplinger  would  have  it  believed, 
their  husbands  had  the  leads  in  the  1934 
production  . . . Cliff  Lewis’  announcement 
that  150  leading  American  and  Canadian 
book  critics  are  to  be  polled  for  nomina- 
tions as  to  whom  should  be  given  the 
leads  in  Ernest  Hemingway’s  “For  Whom 
the  Bell  Tolls”  before  any  decision  as  to 
casting  is  reached. 


Reds,  Romance,  Rough-house,  Renegades 


Thirteen  re-established  itself  as  the 
proverbial  unlucky  number  in  the  lives  of 
hungry  Hollywood  assayers  when  a baker’s 
dozen  of  features  debuted  to  constitute  a 
precedentally  heavy  preview  week. 

Six  were  topside.  “Leo  Laughs”  might 
have  served  as  the  theme  song  of  the  sex- 
tet, inasmuch  as  two  outstanding  come- 
dies from  Metro  highlighted  the  de  luxe 
aggregation. 

In  “Comrade  X,”  M-G-M  has  another 
successful  satire  on  Communism  and  the 
Soviet.  In  the  Ben  Hecht-Charles  Lederer 
script,  from  Walter  Reisch’s  original, 
there’s  a wide  variety  of  fast  and  funny 
humor,  ranging  from  slapstick  to  subtlety, 
expertly  directed  by  King  Vidor  and  lav- 
ishly produced  by  Gottfried  Reinhardt. 
These  assets,  plus  winning  performances 
by  Clark  Gable  and  Hedy  Lamarr,  indicate 
a sure  boxoffice  wirmer. 

“The  Philadelphia  Story,”  Metro’s  other 
entry,  is  endowed  with  an  overabundance 
of  sock  entertainment,  full  of  originality, 
humor  and  substance.  Every  class  of  thea- 


tre patron  should  hail  its  excellence — to- 
ward which  George  Cukor’s  direction, 
Joseph  Mankiewicz’s  production  guidance 
and  a delightful  adaptation  by  Donald 
Ogden  Stewart  of  the  Philip  Barry  play 
are  important  contributing  factors. 

4:  4:  * 

Substantially  of  the  same  stamp  as  his 
earlier  successes,  “The  Count  of  Monte 
Cristo”  and  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask,” 
Edward  Small’s  “The  Son  of  Monte  Cristo,” 
made  for  United  Artists  release,  should  en- 
joy comparable  profits  and  popularity. 
George  Bruce’s  screenplay  is  strong  on  ac- 
tion and  suspense,  but  weak  when  story 
and  dialogue  try  to  emulate  the  Alexandre 
Dumas  touch.  Rowland  V.  Lee  success- 
fully captured  the  necessary  romantic  at- 
mosphere and  suspenseful  intrigue  in  his 
direction. 

Universal  has  a geared-for-speed  fun- 
fest  in  “The  Bank  Dick,”  exhibiting  W.  C. 
Fields  and  his  inimitable  buffoonery  to 
excellent  advantage.  The  bulbous-nosed 
comic,  under  the  pseudonym  of  Mahatma 


Kane  Jeeves,  wrote  the  script,  embellished 
with  humor  as  broad  as  a moving  van  and 
a typical  Fieldsian  gag  every  minute.  Ed- 
ward F.  Cline,  himself  a graduate  of  the 
Mack  Sennett  comedy  school,  found  him- 
self perfectly  at  home  in  the  director’s 
seat. 

Entirely  human,  and  a deft  blend  of 
comedy  and  drama,  is  “Little  Men,”  pro- 
duced by  Gene  Towne  and  Graham  Baker 
for  RKO  Radio.  Scripters  Mark  Kelly  and 
Arthur  Caesar  streamlined  Louisa  May  Al- 
cott’s  quaint  story  to  modern  audience 
tastes  and  Director  Norman  McLeod  ful- 
filled his  assignment  more  than  capably. 

Paramount’s  “Second  Chorus” — Boris 
Morros’  first  production  for  that  company 
— is  a nonsensical  revelation  of  behind-the- 
scenes  activities  of  a popular  dance  band. 
Its  assets  include  a topnotch  comedy  per- 
formance by  Fred  Astaire,  who  demon- 
strates he  still  possesses  the  most  nimble 
male  feet  in  filmdom;  a well-developed 
script  by  Elaine  Ryan  and  Ian  Hunter, 
(Continued  on  page  79) 
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Hoi  lyw  ood — 

— Personnelities 


Barnstormers 

Alexander  Korda 

II^OXA  3IASSEY  returns  from  personal  appear- 
ance tour  to  prepare  for  the  lead  in  “Xew  Wine.” 

Warner  Bros. 

EKKOIj  FIjYXN  liiecked  out  December  5 for 
Cleveland  to  be  the  solo  Hollywood  guest  star  at 
the  annual  Christmas  charity  show  sponsored  by 
the  Cleveland  Press  for  the  orphans  of  that  city. 


Blur  hers 

KI)  CmiJCIIILI.  resigns  from  Paramount  pub- 
licity department  after  three  years  to  become  as- 
sociated with  TEUIIY  1>E  LAPP  in  the  latter’s 
publicity-advertising-exploitation  agency.  Church- 
ill’s resignation  is  effective  December  15  and  he 
joins  De  Lapp  January  1. 

Brielies 

Metro 

“Penny  to  the  Rescue”  has  been  set  as  release 
title  on  the  new  Prudence  Penny  Technicolor  short 
recently  completed  as  a Pete  Smith  Specialty. 

HAJSII..  WKAXGLE  piloting  “l>ark  River,”  a 
John  Nesbitt  Passing  Parade  short. 

TEI>  MOHRIS  joins  the  staff  of  the  studio  short 
subject  department. 

Soundies,  Inc. 

N.  H.  (JACK)  BKOWEIt,  general  sales  man- 
ager, planed  to  New  York  for  conferences  with 
Henry  Henigson  and  other  executives  on  dime-in- 
slot production  and  distribution  plans. 

CleHers 

Metro 

"The  Last  Time  I Saw  Paris.”  by  JEKO.ME 
KEKN  and  OSCAK  HAMMEKSTEIN  III,  pur- 
chased  for  use  in  “Lady  Be  Good.”  It  will  be 
sung  in  the  film  by  Tony  Martin. 

DAVID  .SNELL  to  compose  and  record  musical 
scores  for  “Wild  Man  of  Borneo”  and  “Maisie  Was 
a Lady.” 

OEOIKilE  STOLI.  conducts  orchestra  accom- 
panying A1  Shean  and  Charles  Winninger  in  re- 
cordings for  “Ziegfeld  Girl.” 

Paramount 

TOMMY'  DOKSEY’  and  orchestra  begin  pre-scor- 
ing tunes  for  “Las  Vegas  Nights.” 

Pyramid 

CONSTANTIN  I5AK.VEEIN  IKOFF  doing  musi- 
cal  score  for  “Scattergood  Baines,”  being  filmed 
for  RKO  Radio  release. 

RKO  Radio 

BFIKNAKD  HERMAN  to  direct  musical  score 
on  “Citizen  Kane.” 

20th  Century-Fox 

KAFFH  KAIN’GEK  and  LFIO  KOBIN  doing 
music  and  lyrics  for  “Sun  Valley,”  next  Sonja 
Henie  starrer. 

Warner  Bros. 

HEINZ  ROEMHEU)  to  compose  and  score 
background  music  for  “Invitation  to  a Murder.” 

Loanouts 

Metro 

INfiRID  15ERGMAN  borrowed  from  David  O. 
Selzni<-k  to  co-star  with  Robert  Montgomery  in 
James  F-Iilton’s  “Rage  in  Heaven.”  Robert  Sin- 
clair will  direct. 

Meggers 

Columbia 

GEORGE  STEVENS  to  produce  and  direct 
“Storm  Over  Louisiana.”  a novel  by  Louis  Brom- 
field. 

National  Pictures 

H.  POTTER  abrogates  his  directorial  deal 
with  the  Boris  Morros  production  unit  because 
“The  American  Vagabond,”  which  he  was  to  have 
piloted,  has  been  postponed  for  three  months.  Pot- 
ter may  return  to  do  another  picture  next  year. 

Paramount 

?IAKK  SANDKICTI  to  produce  and  direct  an  un- 
titled musical,  for  which  music  and  lyrics  will 
be  written  by  Irving  Berlin.  Bing  Crosby  and  Mary 
Martin  will  co-star.  Actual  production  is  not 
scheduled  to  be  launched  until  next  November. 


SOL  SIEGEL  named  associate  producer  on  “Two 
Bad  Angels”  as  his  first  assignment  since  moving 
over  from  Republic. 

RKO  Radio 

GAKSON  KANIN  to  pilot  "Tom,  Dick  and 
Harry,”  starring  Ginger  Itogers,  with  Robert  Sisk 
produ<ing.  Paul  Jarrico  is  scripting  his  own 
original. 

LEE  MARClbS  to  produce  “Father  Takes  a 
Wife,"  from  a Dorothy  and  Herbert  Fields  origi- 
nal. it  rolls  in  April  for  the  1941-42  program  and 
will  mark  the  debut  of  Signe  Hasso,  Swedish  act- 
ing importation. 

20th  Century-Fox 

HAKItV  LACHMAN  to  pilot  "Dead  Men  Tell.” 
John  Larkin  wrote  the  original  screenplay. 

HAROLD  SCHLSTER  to  “A  Very  Young  Lady,” 
next  Jane  Withers  vehicle,  which  Robert  Kane  is 
producing. 

Universal 

GEORGE  WAGGNEK  to  pilot  “The  Mysterious 
Dr.  R.,“  rolling  December  7. 

Warner  Bros. 

IRVING  RAPPER,  promoted  from  dialogue  di- 
rector. to  pilot  “Winged  Victory,”  co-featuring 
James  Stephenson  and  Geraldine  Fitzgerald. 

RAOUL  WALfSH  to  direct  “Affectionately 
Yours. “ from  a script  by  Arleen  Leslie  and  Fanya 
Fo.ss.  Mark  Hellinger  will  produce. 

Options 

Globe 

MARY  (iORDON  draws  featured  role  in  “Pot  O' 
Gold." 

Howard  Hughes 

FRANK  DARIEN  draws  a featured  role  in  “The 
Outlaw.”  which  Howard  Hawks  is  directing  for 
20th  Century-Fox  release. 

Metro 

HORAC'E  MoNALLY,  stage  player,  given  term 
contract. 

RED  SKELTON,  comedian,  given  term  contract. 

Rl'TH  HUSvSEY’  given  new  long-term  acting 
contract. 

Paramount 

DOLLY  LOEHR,  13-year-old  pianist,  handed 
long  term  contract.  She  made  her  debut  in  “The 
Hard-Boiled  Canary.” 

RKO  Radio 

GEOKGIA  CAKKOEI.  and  VICTORIA  CORDOVA 

draw  roles  in  “They  Met  in  Argentina.”  Latter 
personality  is  a stage  and  night  club  singer  and 
dancer. 

20th  Century-Fox 

NICHOLAS  BROTHERS,  Negro  dancing  duo, 
sign  term  deal. 

Universal 

JIMMY  MAKEEV  and  his  ROUGH  RIDERS, 

musical  aggregation,  set  for  roles  in  “Six  Lessons 
From  Madame  LaZonga.” 

ARTHUR  LUBIN  given  long-term  directorial 
contract,  with  “Buck  Privates”  as  his  first  as- 
sign ment. 

Hl’(4H  HERBERT  draws  term  acting  ticket. 

LIONEI.  ATWIIxL  set  for  title  role  in  “The 
Mysterious  Dr.  R.,”  to  be  directed  by  George 
Waggner. 

LUPE  VELEZ  signed  for  the  lead  in  “Six  Les- 
sons From  Madame  LaZonga.” 

Warner  Bros. 

VERA  LEWIS  draws  a featured  role  in  “Here 
Comes  Happiness.” 

SHIRLEY  ROSS  signed  for  feminine  lead  op- 
posite Dennis  Morgan  in  “She  Stayed  Kissed.” 

HARRY  DAVENPORT  draws  supporting  role  in 
“The  Bride  Came  C.  O.  D.,”  forthcoming  James 
Cagney'  starrer. 

JOAN  LESLIE,  featured  player,  held  for  another 
term.  She  is  now  in  “Stuff  of  Heroes.” 

Percenteers 

SAM  ARNOW  joins  staff  of  the  Lou  Irwin 
agency. 

MEL  SHAUER,  former  Paramount  producer,  en- 
tering talent  agency  business,  representing  Fibber 
McGee  and  Molly  among  other  personalities. 

Scripters 

Columbia 

HARRY'  SEGALL  to  "Let  the  Eagle  Scream” 
for  Producer  Sam  Bischoff. 

GEORGE  BRIGKER  to  “Man’s  World.”  Sam 
Bischoff  produces. 


EARL  BALDWIN,  borrowed  from  Warner,  to  do 
an  untitled  musical  for  Producer  Sam  Bischoff, 

LEM’IS  MELTZER  to  “Senate  Page  Boys”  for 
Producer  Charles  R.  Rogers. 

Larry  Darmour 

ERIC  TAY'LOR  to  “The  Three  Scratches,”  next 
in  the  “Ellery  Queen”  sleuth  series  for  Columbia. 
It  rolls  in  January  with  Ralph  Bellamy  and  Mar- 
garet Lindsay  in  the  leads.  Original  is  a radio 
sketch. 

Alexander  Korda 

REGINALD  DENHAM  to  “1  Have  Been  Here 
Before,”  a Merle  Oberon  starrer  which  Julien 
Duvivier  will  direct. 

WINSTON  MILLER  to  “New  Wine.”  Ilona  Mas- 
sey and  Burgess  Meredith  will  co-star. 

Metro 

HAL  LAM'  and  ROBERT  McGOM’AN  complete 
“Don’t  Lie”  as  an  Our  Gang  short  comedy. 

JOHN  LEE  MAHIN  to  “Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr. 
Hyde,”  forthcoming  Spencer  Tracy  starrer. 

SID  KILLER,  HAL  FIMBERG  and  KAY  GOL- 
DEN teamed  on  an  untitled  original. 

OGDEN  NASH  to  “Female  of  the  Species,”  from 
an  original  by  Edmund  L.  Hartmann. 

Paramount 

RICHARD  H.  LANDAU  and  M ILLIAM  A.  UL- 

MAN  jr.  to  “Two  Bad  Angels,”  from  their  own 
original. 

KEN  ENGLUND  to  “Nothing  But  the  Truth,” 
Bob  Hope-Paulette  Goddard  co-starrer. 

FRANK  BUTLER  resumes  work  on  “Sunrise  in 
My  Pocket,”  story  of  Davy  Crockett,  after  a four- 
week  leave  of  absence. 

DWKiHT  TAYLOR  polishing  “Kiss  the  Boys 
Goodbye.”  Mary  Martin  will  star. 

BEN  HECHT  to  “Tonight  Is  Ours,”  starring  Lor- 
etta Young,  which  Gregory  Ratoff  will  direct. 

RKO  Radio 

SAMSON  RAPHAELSON  to  "Before  the  Fact.” 
Alfred  Hitchcock  will  direct. 

Repubhc 

RICHARD  MURPHY  teamed  with  JESSE 
LASKY  jr.  on  “Call  of  the  Canyon,”  next  Gene 
Autry  western. 

NORMAN  HALL,  SOL  SHOK,  RON  DAVIDSON, 
JOE  POLAND  and  ARCH  HEATH  to  “The  Ad- 
ventures of  Captain  Marvel,”  serial  to  be  co-di- 
lected  by  William  Witney  and  Jack  English. 

DORIS  SCHKOEDEK  to  “Bad  Man  From  Rio,” 
next  Don  Barry  western.  George  Sherman  will 
produce  and  direct. 

GARNETT  WESTON  to  an  untitled  story  with 
a railroad  background.  Joe  Kane  will  produce  and 
direct. 

20th  Century-Fox 

DARRFILL  MARE  and  KARL  TCNBERG  to 

“Rise  and  Shine”  for  Producer  Lou  Edelman. 

KIUHAKD  ENGLISH  to  “The  Band  Played  On,” 
musical  with  a West  Point  background,  from  his 
own  original.  Harry  Joe  Brown  produces. 

Universal 

ALBERT  DUFFY  to  an  untitled  musical  for 
Producer  Ken  Goldsmith. 

ARTHUR  T,  HOK3IAN  to  “Buck  Privates.” 

HAROLD  BUC’HMAN  and  LEE  LOEB  to  an  un- 
titled comedy  for  Producer  Vaughn  Paul. 

EDDIE  MORAN  teamed  with  W.  P.  LIPSCOIMB 
on  “The  Man  Who  Lost  Himself.”  Edward  Ludwig 
will  direct  the  Brian  Aherne  starrer. 

VIC  McLEOD  and  MAURICE  TOMBKAGEL  to 
“Return  of  the  Sheik”  for  Producer  Ben  Pivar. 

Warner  Bros. 

MALLY  KLEIN  and  AENEA.S  MacKENZIE  to 
“They  Died  With  Their  Boots  On,”  from  a story 
by  Thomas  Ripley. 

CASEY  ROBINSON  to  “King’s  Row,”  from  the 
Henry  Bellaman  novel. 

M.  COATES  WEBSTER  to  “No  Hard  Feelings.” 

BARRY  TKIVERS  to  “Captain  Applejack,”  from 
the  play  by  Walter  Hackett. 

Story  Buys 

Columbia 

“Touchdown  Professor,”  a four-part  serial  which 
appeared  recently  in  “Argosy.” 

Metro 

“Gilded  Lady,”  by  Robert  Andrews  and  Barry 
Trivers.  George  Haight  will  produce. 

Paramount 

“Two  Bad  Angels,”  by  William  A.  Ulman  jr. 
and  Arthur  Landau.  It  is  a dramatic  comedy  of  an 
American  girl  who  poses  as  a wealthy  young 
British  refugee  and  becomes  involved  with  a pair 
of  confidence  men. 

20th  Century-Fox 

“Improper  Relations,”  by  Sarah  Y.  Mason  and 
Victor  Heerman.  Fred  Kohlmar  will  produce. 

Warner  Bros. 

"Winged  Victory,"  a play  by  A.  J.  Cronin. 
Pioduction  is  to  start  December  16  with  James 
Steplienson  and  Geraldine  Fitzgerald  in  the  lead- 
ing roles.  Howard  Koch  and  Anne  Froelick  are 
doing  the  screenplay. 

“The  Man  They  Couldn’t  Kill,”  by  Sidney  Bid- 
dell  and  Frederick  Frank.  It  will  be  used  as  an 
Edward  G.  Robinson  starrer. 
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SPEARHEADS 


Myke  Lewis  (right)  receives  some  last-minute  instructions  from  Bill  (Hov- 
along)  Boyd  and  Frances  Gifford  on  the  set  of  Harry  Sherma7i’s  “Border 
Vigilantes,”  33rd  in  the  Hopalong  Cassidy  series  for  Paramount.  Immediately 
after  this  photo  was  taken  Lewis  left  on  a several-weeks’  tour  of  the  mowi- 
tain  and  midwestern  states  to  discuss  the  new  season’s  Sherman  product  with 
distributors  in  key  cities. 


Vi-  - >J 


(Continued  from  page  77) 

from  Frank  Cavett’s  original,  and  steady- 
handed direction  by  H.  C.  Potter.  Film 
gives  promise  of  attaining  hit  classifica- 
tion. 

:i(  9i< 

Run-of-the-mill  programmers  included: 

Warner’s  “East  of  the  River,”  another 
melodrama  with  an  east-side  New  York 
background.  It’s  of  average  calibre,  pro- 
duced by  Harlan  Thompson,  directed  by 
Alfred  E.  Green  and  scripted  by  Fred 
Niblo  jr.  from  an  original  by  John  Fante 
and  Ross  B.  Wills. 

Coaxing  audiences  in  for  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  “Jennie”  may  be  tough,  but  once  in- 
side they’ll  enjoy  the  simple,  heart-warming 
story  concocted  by  Harold  Buchman  and 
Maurice  Rapf  from  the  Jane  Eberle  origi- 
nal. Virginia  Gilmore  is  the  cast  stand- 
out in  the  title  role.  David  Burton  directed 
for  Sol  M.  Wurtzel,  who  produced. 

Universal’s  “San  Francisco  Docks,”  a 
waterfront  melodrama,  will  hold  no  sur- 
prises for  most  theatre-goers.  Stanley 
Rubin  and  Edmund  L.  Hartmann  developed 
their  script  strictly  along  routine  lines  and 
Arthur  Lubin  pointed  up  the  action  ele- 
ments in  his  direction.  Marshall  Grant 
was  the  producer. 

“Murder  Over  New  York,”  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  latest  “Charlie  Chan”  sleuther,  main- 
tains the  series  standard,  containing  plenty 
of  excitement  and  suspense.  Harry  Lach- 
man  directed  from  an  original  script  by 
Lester  Ziffren.  Sol  M.  Wurtzel  produced. 

* * * 

A trio  of  the  inevitable  westerns  were; 

Republic’s  “Melody  Ranch”  and  “Border 
Legion.”  In  the  former  the  studio  loosened 
the  purse  strings  to  turn  out  the  most 
elaborate  Gene  Autry  sagebrusher  to  date 
— reflecting  care  in  all  productional  de- 
tails and  certain  to  please  all  of  the  sing- 
ing cowboy’s  fans  as  well  as  winning  over 
new  audiences.  Credit  should  be  shared 
among  Producer  Sol  C.  Siegel  (now  with 
Paramount),  Director  Joseph  Santley  and 
a battery  of  writers.  Jack  Moffitt,  F.  Hugh 
Herbert,  Bradford  Ropes,  Betty  Burbridge, 
Sid  Kuller  and  Ray  Golden. 

The  second  Republic  entry,  starring  Roy 
Rogers,  is  a neatly-handled  piece  of  west- 
ern fare,  competently  produced  and  di- 
rected by  Joe  Kane  and  aided  by  a well- 
finished  script  by  Olive  Cooper,  Louis 
Stevens  and  George  Carleton  Brown,  who 
worked  from  a Zane  Grey  original. 

Third  in  George  W.  Weeks’  “Range 
Busters”  series  for  Monogram,  “West  of 
Pinto  Basin,”  adheres  to  the  time-hon- 
ored sagebrush  formula  and  is  little  bet- 
ter, and  no  worse,  than  its  two  predeces- 
sors. Earle  Snell  supplied  the  screenplay 
from  an  Elmer  Clifton  original.  S.  Roy 
Luby  directed. 


Jack  Warner  and  Goldwyn 
In  Exchange  of  Talent 

Jack  L.  Warner  and  Samuel  Goldwyn 
have  completed  final  details  whereby  Gary 
Cooper  goes  on  loan  from  Goldwyn  to  star 
in  “Sergeant  York,”  being  made  for  War- 
ner by  Jesse  L.  Lasky.  Under  terms  of  the 
deal  Cooper’s  services  are  lent  by  Goldwyn 
in  exchange  for  a loanout  on  Bette  Davis, 
whom  Goldwyn  wants  to  star  in  “The  Lit- 
tle Poxes.” 


Eastern  Executives 
Visit  RKO  Studios 


Converged  on  RKO  Radio  for  a survey 
of  studio  conditions  and  the  lineup  of 
product  completed  or  in  work  are  a num- 
ber of  eastern  executives.  Among  them 
are  Phil  Reisman,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  foreign  distribution;  Reginald 
Armour,  European  manager;  Daniel 
Greenhouse,  general  manager  in  the  Phil- 
ippines; Peter  V.  Rathvon  and  John  E. 
Parsons,  members  of  the  directorate;  and 
Fred  Meyers,  assistant  to  John  O’Connor, 
head  of  RKO  Theatres.  Andy  Smith,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  spent  several  days 
at  the  studio  and  then  headed  out  for  a 
swing  through  the  western  territory  with 
Herb  McIntyre,  western  district  head. 

Scan  Forthcoming  Product 

Executives  are  conferring  with  Presi- 
dent George  Schaefer,  Harry  Edington, 
Lee  Marcus  and  other  studio  officials,  and 
have  been  scanning  such  forthcoming 
films  as  “Kitty  Foyle,”  “No,  No,  Nanette” 
and  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith.” 

Murray  Silverstone,  United  Artists  head, 
and  Monroe  Greenthal,  newly-appointed 
advertising-publicity  director,  have  return- 
ed to  New  York.  Silverstone  attended  the 
UA  stockholders’  meeting  at  which  Green- 
thal’s  appointment,  succeeding  Lynn  Far- 
nol,  was  announced.  Greenthal  came  in 
for  a week  to  confer  with  various  UA 
producers  on  campaigns  for  forthcoming 
pictures.  He  will  return  in  January  and 
plans,  thereafter,  to  come  to  the  coast 
every  six  weeks,  thereby  keeping  in  close 
contact  with  UA  picture-makers.  Charles 
Schwartz,  UA  attorney,  is  still  here,  re- 
portedly conferring  with  Samuel  Goldwyn 
regarding  possible  settlement  of  the  lat- 
ter’s suit  against  the  company. 

Planning  a three-week  stay.  President 
Nate  Blumberg  has  checked  in  at  Uni- 
versal from  New  York.  He  was  to  be 
joined  by  William  Scully,  sales  chieftain, 
with  whom  Blumberg,  Cliff  Work  and 
Matty  Fox  have  scheduled  conferences  on 
the  new  product  lineup. 


Lou  Ostrow  Joins  Fox  as 
Associate  Producer 

Added  to  20th  Century-Fox’s  studio  staff 
as  an  associate  producer  is  Lou  Ostrow. 
Formerly  an  M-G-M  producer  for  eight 
years,  Ostrow  recently  left  that  company 
to  form  Vogue  Productions,  under  which 
banner  he  produced  one  film,  “Li’l  Ab- 
ner,” for  release  through  RKO  Radio. 
Ostrow  is  now  reading  scripts  at  the  West- 
wood  plant  in  preparation  for  his  first 
assignment,  as  yet  unannounced. 

Cohen  Promoted 

Albert  J.  Cohen  has  been  elevated  from 
head  of  Republic’s  story  department  to 
an  associate  producership.  Replacing  him 
in  the  story  post  is  Maurice  Hanline,  who 
has  been  serving  as  Cohen’s  assistant. 
Cohen  recently  produced  “Who  Killed 
Aunt  Maggie?”  and  is  slated  to  turn  out 
“Puddin’  Head,”  “Babes  on  Broadway” 
and  “Alibi  at  Midnight.”  He  has  been 
with  the  studio  for  three  years. 

Moore  Upped 

Louis  Moore  has  been  named  assistant 
story  editor,  under  Julian  Johnston,  at 
20th  Century-Fox.  He  was  formerly  pro- 
duction assistant  to  Kenneth  Macgowan 
at  the  studio  and,  under  his  new  duties, 
will  assume  charge  of  writer-agent  con- 
tacts. 

LeMaire  Resigns 

Rufus  LeMaire  has  resigned  as  talent 
scout  for  Columbia  after  a few  months 
on  the  lot.  No  future  plans  have  been 
announced.  Replacing  LeMaire  as  tal- 
ent scout  and  aide  to  President  Harry 
Cohn  is  Max  Arnow,  moving  over  from  his 
post  as  booker  for  the  Screen  Guild  air- 
show.  Arnow  had  held  the  radio  spot  for 
more  than  a year. 


Saunders'  Father  Dead 

Pittsburgh — Maurice  Edward  Saunders, 
84-year-old  father  of  E.  M.  Saunders, 
Metro  western  division  manager,  died  at 
his  home  here  Thursday  noon  from  a 
heart  attack  suffered  over  the  weekend. 
The  film  executive  hurried  to  his  father’s 
bedside  from  the  Metro  sales  meeting  in 
Chicago. 
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Two  Busy  Weeks  Ahead  for 
Premiere  Bally  Artists 


Hollywood — The  next  two  weeks  are  to 
be  busy  ones  for  studio  puDiicists  engaged 
m the  handling  of  three  major  out-of-town 
premieres. 

Warner  exploiteers  are  whipping  them- 
selves into  a frenzy  over  details  of  the 
"Santa  Fe  Trail”  debut  in  Santa  Fe 
N.  M December  13-14-15.  Highlights  of 
new  developments  include  a $50,000  col- 
lection of  Indian  blankets,  jewelry  pot- 
tery and  paintings  to  be  placed  on  dis- 
play , a Santa  Fe  chamber  of  commerce 
contest  to  unearth  the  most  outstanding 
demonstration  of  welcome  to  the  Holly- 
wood stars  attending;  formation  of  a com- 
mittee of  500  civic,  state  and  fraternal 
oiganization  representatives;  and  a tieup 
with  720  automobile  clubs  and  chambers 
of  commerce  in  100  cities  wherein  they 
are  using  display  advertising  on  the  junket. 

December  17  will  see  M-G-M  staging 
its  “hemispheric”  premiere  of  “Flight 
Command”  in  Washington,  Havana,  Mex- 
ico City  and  Toronto,  the  event  to  be  tied 
in  with  the  first  annual  Pan-American 
Aviation  Day.  The  Washington  premiere 
will  be  sponsored  by  the  National  Aero- 
nautic Ass’n. 

Paramount  steps  in  the  following  day 
— December  18 — with  the  New  York  world 
premiere  of  the  Jack  Benny-Fred  Allen 
co-starrer,  “Love  Thy  Neighbor.”  Benny 
and  his  radio  crew  have  pulled  out  for 
the  east  to  attend  the  affair  and  to  pre- 
sent two  broadcasts  from  New  York,  the 
delegation  including  his  writers,  Bill  Mor- 
row and  Ed  Beloin;  Announcer  Don  Wil- 
^n;  Dennis  Day,  Mary  Livingstone,  Phil 
Harris  and  Bob  Hussey,  Paramount  ad- 
vertising-publicity representative. 

A private  “premiere”  of  Roy  Rogers’ 
Republic  starrer,  “Border  Legion,”  was 
held  at  the  Ambassador  Theatre  December 
^ ‘social’'  event  rather  than  a press 
affair.  Event  was  staged  by  Ben  Roscoe, 
Rogers’  manager,  and  guests  included  Rog- 
ms,  Charles  Lang  and  Helen  Parrish,  Ann 
Rutherford,  Lois  Ranson,  Sheila  Ryan, 
Robert  Sterling,  Bonita  Granville,  Jackie 
Cooper  and  Roscoe. 


Dealers  Visit — 

Principals  at  an  equipmerit  installa- 
tion inspection  for  the  Rose  M.  Poole 
houses  at  Klamath  Falls,  Ore.  Left  to 
right:  L.  R.  Abbott,  vice-presideiit  of 
Monograph,  Ijic.,  of  Chicago;  S.  A. 
(Ted>  Snyder,  superintendent  of  op- 
eration for  the  Rose  M.  Poole  quartet 
of  houses;  and  T.  L.  Shearer,  of  the 
B.  F.  Shearer  Co.,  Seattle,  through 
whom  recent  new  equipment  was  pur- 
chased. 


Larchmont,  Razed  by  Fire, 
Will  Be  Rebuilt  by  FWC 

Los  Angeles — Fox  West  Coast  will  im- 
mediately rebuild  the  Larchmont,  almost 
totally  destroyed  by  a fire  of  undetermined 
origin.  Present  plans  are  to  reopen  the 
house  about  January  15.  The  circuit  lost 
approximately  $15,000  in  equipment  while 
the  building,  owned  by  Mrs.  Freida  Siegel- 
man,  was  damaged  to  the  extent  of  $25,000. 


RCA  Sound  for  Rose 

Santa  Barbara — An  RCA  sound  system 
will  be  installed  in  the  680-seat  Rose  be- 
ing built  here  by  Louis  Kaplan. 


Denver's  Victory  Theatre 
Gives  Way  to  Store 


Denver — With  the  closing  of  its  door  the 
Victory  'Theatre  becomes  a memory.  The 
building  is  to  be  torn  down  to  make  way 
for  a seven-story  addition  to  a department 
store. 

The  house,  erected  about  1909  by  George 
H.  Greaves,  has  seen  films  develop  through 
rnost  of  their  lifetime.  And  especially 
since  1929,  when  the  house  was  acquired 
by  J.  B.  Melton,  the  theatre  has  always 
had  the  latest  improvements,  and  several 
times  was  picked  by  different  companies 
as  a testing  spot  for  new  developments. 

Prior  to  the  time  Publix  took  over  the 
house  it  was  operated  by  the  Bishop-Cass 
Investment  Co.,  and  then  by  Homer  Ellison, 
who  changed  the  name  from  the  Princess 
to  the  Victory.  Melton  will  continue  in 
the  theatre  business,  having  bought  the 
Centre,  formerly  the  Empress,  across  the 
Street,  and  now  called  the  New  Victory. 


A1  Bruno  Will  Manage 
The  Apollo  in  L A. 

Los  Angeles — Replacing  the  late  Ted 
Hathaway  as  manager  of  Fox  West  Coast’s 
Apollo  in  Hollywood  is  A1  Bruno,  former 
assistant  manager  at  the  Iris.  Another 
managerial  shift  finds  Oscar  Peck,  assist- 
ant at  the  Figueroa,  moving  to  the  Em- 
bassy as  manager,  replacing  Barton  Ayles- 
worth,  who  has  been  named  manager  of 
the  Wilshire. 


^AIILT  ilLAKlE 

gUTTE,  MONT.,  held  the  dubious  honor 
of  being  the  coldest  spot  in  Montana 
this  weekend,  after  thermometers  dived  to 
20  below  during  the  early  morning. 

Tony  Hartford,  branch  manager  for  Uni- 
ted Artists,  is  on  a short  trip  through 
Idaho  with  Joe  Soloman,  salesman  . . . 
M-G-M  Branch  Manager  Sam  Gardner 
headed  for  a sales  meeting  in  Chicago. 

“Little  Nellie  Kelly”  was  screened  for 
the  trade  . . . RKO’s  new  release,  “Let’s 
Make  Music,”  features  Bob  Crosby  and  his 
band  . . . Herschel  Stewart,  booker  for 
Fox  West  Coast,  headquartered  here,  is 
back  from  a district  managers’  meeting 
held  in  Denver. 

“Escape”  is  being  held  a second  week 
at  the  Studio  . . . “North  West  Mounted 
Policf’  has  closed  a three-week  run  at  the 
Studio  and  Centre  . . . Another  holdover 
was  “You’ll  Find  Out”  at  the  Rialto. 

Monogram  announces  four  feature  re- 
leases for  December:  “Chamber  of  Hor- 
rors,” “Pride  of  the  Bowery,”  “Her  First 
Romance”  and  “Arkansas  Slim.”  A west- 
ern due  for  release  is  tentatively  titled 
“Under  Texas  Stars.” 

“Script”  tickets  as  Christmas  gifts  are 
being  exploited  by  Intermountain  Thea- 
tres . . . Due  back  from  Montana  is  Man- 
ager H.  C.  Fuller  of  the  RKO  exchange  . . . 
G.  S.  Pinnell  of  Sheffield- Republic  is 
working  in  the  Idaho  territory. 

Columbia’s  manager.  Bill  Seib,  Walt 
Sterzer,  and  the  sales  staff  are  back  from 
a western  district  managers’  meeting  on 
the  coast. 
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Skouras  Back  to  Gotham 
After  2 Days  in  L,  A. 


Los  Angeles — Spyros  Skouras,  president 
of  National  Theatres,  has  returned  to  New 
York  via  San  Diego  after  a two-day  stop- 
over here. 

His  mission  was  two-fold.  Trip  primar- 
ily was  in  connection  with  his  post  as 
national  president  of  the  Greek  War  Re- 
lief Ass’n,  in  which  capacity  he  conferred 
with  various  personages  concerning  the 
drive  which  has  been  launched  to  raise 
$10,000,000  in  the  U.  S.  for  the  fimd. 

Skouras  also  presided  over  a meeting  of 
district  managers  of  the  Fox  West  Coast 
circuit,  NT  affiliate,  to  outline  last-minute 
details  of  the  fifth  NT  drive,  ending  on 
Christmas.  Also  attending  the  session  was 
Arch  M.  Bowles,  PWC’s  northern  Califor- 
nia divisional  manager. 


L.  A,  Projectionists  Will 
Elect  Officers  Dec.  9 

Los  Angeles — Projectionists’  Local  150, 
lATSE,  will  hold  its  annual  election  of 
officers  December  9.  Running  for  the 
presidency  are  E.  W.  Apperson  and  E.  C. 
Hamilton.  Sid  Burton,  W.  J.  Crowley  and 
John  Maynard  are  competing  for  vice- 
president,  the  post  being  left  vacant 
through  the  retirement  of  J.  B.  Kenton. 
George  J.  Schaeffer,  T.  W.  Armentrout  and 
R.  L.  MacDonald,  incumbent,  are  running 
for  business  manager.  Mort  Sands  is  un- 
opposed for  secretary. 


JJVERY  name  in  San  Francisco’s  the-  . 

atrical  world  and  a fine  representative 
group  from  the  film  capital  took  part  in 
the  gigantic  benefit  midnight  show  at  the 
Golden  Gate,  November  29.  Edward  Arn- 
old flew  up  from  Hollywood  to  m.  c.  the 
revue  of  over  30  acts  for  the  relief  fund 
of  AGVA.  A good  crowd  sat  through  the 
three-hour  show.  In  addition  to  Arnold, 
there  were  Lee  Tracy,  Heather  Angel,  Brian 
Aherne,  Joan  Fontaine,  Reginald  Gardi- 
ner and  Kay  Linaker  from  the  screen 
colony.  It  was  a fine  affair  for  a good 
cause. 

A $200,000  fire  which  destroyed  half  a 
block  of  buildings,  started  in  the  overheated 
furnace  of  the  Madera  Theatre  in  Madera. 
The  house  was  completely  destroyed  and 
loss  is  estimated  at  $100,000.  It  was  just 
two  years  old  and  one  of  the  Golden  State 
chain  . . . Rudy  Vallee  will  fly  up  from 
Hollywood  to  participate  in  the  Call-Bul- 
letin Yule  party  for  underprivileged  chil- 
dren . . . The  boys  on  the  Row  are  calling 
Stu  Klein,  Columbia  booker,  a second  Bur- 
bank. Stu  has  a small  conservatory  of 
plants  on  the  landing  at  the  exchange  . . . 
Harry  Walsh  of  Pacific  Premium  is  on  the 
sick  list  . . . “The  Baker’s  Wife”  is  back 
at  the  Clay.  It  had  an  eight-week  run  there 
recently  . . . Earl  Carroll  doing  the  town. 

The  Big  Game  weekend  here  was  just  as 
large  a celebration  as  it  always  turns  out 
to  be.  Every  night  club,  hotel  dancing 
room,  and  restaurant  were  jammed  to  ca- 
pacity. Prices  soared  but  no  one  seemed 
to  mind.  The  film  houses  cashed  in  on 
the  huge  crowd  that  came  to  the  city  fol- 
lowing Stanford’s  victory  over  California 
at  Berkeley.  It  was  like  a preview  for  New 
Year’s  Eve  with  noisy  crowds  everywhere 
until  the  wee  hours  of  Sunday  morning. 
All  midnight  shows  were  near  capacity. 

Ed  Levy  on  the  Row  telling  of  the  new 
theatre  he  plans  for  Ukiah.  Ed  has  a house 


COMBINATION  of  the  flu  and  a 
stomach  ailment  has  bedded  Bill 
Walsh,  Warner  office  manager,  for  a few 
days  . . . Also  on  the  sick  list  is  W.  H. 
(Bud)  Lollier,  Pox  West  Coast  executive, 
who  was  bitten  by  the  flu  bug  . . . Maurey 
Marcus,  Metro’s  manager  in  Japan,  has 
left  for  New  York  after  studio  confer- 
ences here.  He  returns  to  Japan  in  Jan- 
uary . . . Bob  Quinn  and  Ed  Shriver,  dis- 
trict credit  manager  and  western  district 
manager  respectively  for  Altec  Service,  off 
to  Phoenix  on  business  . . . Paramount  ex- 
change is  having  its  face  lifted.  Remodel- 
ing job  is  expected  to  be  finished  by 
Christmas. 

Gary  Keller,  Warner  distriet  sales  aide, 
has  returned  to  work  after  an  illness  of 
two  months  . . . Jan  Garber  and  his  or- 
chestra have  been  set  for  appearances  at 
Sherrill  Cohen’s  Orpheum  Theatre.  The 
one-week  engagement  begins  Hew  Year’s 
Day  . . . Ruben  A.  Calderon,  Azteca  Films 
branch  manager,  pulled  out  for  Calexico 
for  a short  tour  around  Imperial  Valley 
. . . On  the  Row.  Harvey  Levinson,  opera- 
tor of  the  Cozy  Theatre;  Irwin  Kanowitz, 
Union  Theatre;  Charles  Caballero,  Wil- 
shire  in  Santa  Monica. 

Sam  Ozonoff  of  Watertown,  Wis.,  and 
Richard  Rabiner  of  Chicago  have  taken 
over  operation  of  the  Astor  here  . . . Frank 
Titus,  former  operator  of  the  Wonderland, 
is  dead  in  Eagle  Rock  at  the  age  of  71 
. . . Seymour  Willing  has  resigned  as  aide 


at  Visalia  going  up  and  one  nearing  com- 
pletion at  Dinuba  . . . Patricia  Morison  in 
town  for  a visit  . . . Grade  Fields,  Eng- 
lish comedienne,  will  head  a large  cast  that 
will  put  on  a British  War  Relief  show  at 
the  Civic  Auditorium  . . . Doris  Edwards 
and  Phoebe  Dickey  of  the  Columbia  office 
force  absent  from  their  desks  due  to  illness 
. . . George  Mann  had  a splendid  opening 
for  the  Esquire  in  Klamath  Falls  this  week. 
House  is  owned  by  the  Redwood  circuit. 

George  Raft,  A1  Ritz,  Wayne  Morris  and 
Bill  Waters  came  up  together  for  the  Stan- 
ford-California  game  . . . Pat  Patterson 
has  acquired  the  distribution  of  the  Coul- 
ter Premiums  and  will  make  his  headquar- 
ters with  J.  Sonney  . . . Judy  Canova  was 
a visitor  at  the  Republic  exchange.  Mostly 
a social  call  . . . Mildred  Dingle,  20th 
Century-Fox  inspectress,  one  of  the  many 
victims  of  the  near-epidemic  siege  of  in- 
fluenza that  hit  the  city  the  past  week. 

“About  Tomorrow,”  a new  play  by 
George  Seaton,  opened  at  the  Curran  on 
Monday  adding  another  to  the  list  of  fine 
plays  that  has  appeared  in  San  Francisco 
this  season.  Frank  Craven  and  Sally  Filers 
have  the  leading  roles  and  are  supported 
by  an  excellent  cast  of  screen  personalities. 
Craven  directed  and  staged  the  play  in  ad- 
dition to  his  work  as  the  male  lead. 

When  David  Butler  was  in  town  recent- 
ly for  the  “You’ll  Find  Out”  opening,  he 
made  the  rounds  with  Prank  Martinelli 
and  Tommy  Harris.  Among  the  spots  he 
visited  was  the  Vagabonds  Club.  He  was 
so  impressed  by  the  antics  of  the  Vaga- 
bonds trio  that  he  signed  up  the  group 
including  Bud,  the  barman.  The  boys  will 
appear  in  the  picture,  “Blood  Will  Tell”  . . . 
Spyros  Skouras  flew  into  town  to  aid  in 
establishing  a branch  of  the  Greek  War 
Relief  Ass’n. 


to  Mike  Levinson,  independent  distributor. 
Seymour  hasn’t  decided  what  his  future 
plans  are  to  be  . . . Ben  Mohi  will  open  his 
new  Picfair  during  the  Christmas  holidays 
. . . Booking:  Prank  Ullman,  Broadway 
Theatre,  El  Centro;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Mo- 
lina, Placentia. 

Majestic  has  acquired  “The  Face  at  the 
Window,”  English  chiller,  and  will  book 
it  with  “The  Torso  Murder  Mystery”  as  a 
horror  bill  . . . Ben  Peskay  has  added  an- 
other theatre  to  his  fast-growing  list  of 
houses,  having  opened  the  Embassy  in 
Gardena  . . . Marion  Radsick  has  left  her 
job  as  cashier  at  National  Theatre  Supply 
to  become  a music  teacher.  Connie  An- 
derson replaces  Marion  . . . More  book- 
ers: Jack  Goldberg,  Ben  Bronstein  cir- 
cuit; Jimmy  Edwards,  San  Gabriel  Val- 
ley exhibitor;  L.  C.  Rodriquez,  Mexico 
Theatre,  Cucamonga;  A.  Fakuda,  Royal, 
Hanford. 

Howard  Perretz,  M-G-M  booker,  must 
have  hit  the  jackpot  somewhere.  He’s 
driving  around  in  a new  1941  Chevrolet 
. . . Ollie  Wog,  former  Universal  salesman 
here,  is  now  branch  manager  for  the  new- 
ly opened  Portland  office  of  Producers  Re- 
leasing Corp.  . . . Fred  Gage,  United  Art- 
ists salesman,  is  in  the  Arizona  territory 
for  a few  days. 

On  the  Row:  Bill  Swanson,  Ojai  The- 
atre, Ojai;  Dave  Rector,  operator  of  the 
Ebell  in  Long  Beach;  Jack  Zamsky,  Ver- 
non Theatre  . . . Herman  Sims,  Intercoast 
Theatres  chieftain,  left  for  San  Francisco 
and  Santa  Rosa  on  a business  jaunt  . . . 
Bob  Rothafel  has  been  switched  from 
manager  at  the  Fox  West  Coast  Van  Nuys 
Theatre  in  Van  Nuys  to  the  circuit’s  El 
Rey  Theatre  here.  Hamilton  Davis  re- 
places Rothafel  in  Van  Nuys. 

In  at  the  M-G-M  office  on  a combined 
business  and  pleasure  trip  is  C.  K.  Stern 
of  the  New  York  staff.  He’ll  be  here  for 
two  weeks  . . . S.  B.  Steck,  operator  of 
the  Adams  Theatre,  back  in  town  after 
a vacation  jaunt  to  his  home  state,  Utah 
. . . Mike  Newman,  Columbia  Pacific  Coast 
exploiteer,  has  returned  from  Houston, 
Tex.,  where  he  aided  in  staging  the  Lone 
Star  State  premiere  of  “Arizona.” 

Francis  Bateman,  Republic’s  branch 
manager,  off  to  Phoenix  and  Tucson  on 
business.  He’s  been  huddling  the  past  few 
days  with  Herbert  J.  Yates,  Republic  board 
chairman,  who  is  spending  several  weeks 
at  the  studio  . . . Fully  recovered  from  a 
recent  siege  of  pneumonia,  Lou  Goldstein 
of  Astor  Pictures  is  back  on  the  Row,  re- 
ceiving congratulations  from  his  friends 
...  In  for  bookings:  Jack  Goldberg,  of 
the  Ben  Bronstein  circuit;  Jenne  Dodge, 
who  operates  the  Mission  and  Mayfair 
theatres  in  Ventura. 


Plan  LOOO-Seater 

San  Luis  Obispo,  Cal.  — In  association 
with  Lou  Rosenberg,  Fox  West  Coast  an- 
nounces plans  to  construct  a 1,000-seater 
here  to  cost  approximately  $150,000.  PWC 
and  Rosenberg  now  operate  the  Obispo 
and  Elmo  theatres  here. 
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T^OWNTOWN  streets  are  so  crowded  it  is 
uncomfortable  to  even  get  to  a shoe- 
shine  stand.  Stores  are  reporting  the  larg- 
est biz  in  years.  But  the  show-shops  con- 
tinue to  stand  like  monuments,  with  a 
curious  person,  once  in  a while,  venturing 
in  to  see  what  might  be  inside. 

The  Northwest  Film  Club  is  making 
plans  to  handle  the  various  Xmas  dinners 
to  be  held  by  the  exchange  employes  and 
the  theatre  managers.  Each  year  the 
groups  get  together,  have  dinner,  give  sur- 
prise presents  under  the  tree  and  in  gen- 
eral have  a grand  time, 

Spyros  Skouras,  in  the  role  of  national 
director  of  the  Greek  War  Relief  Ass’n, 
flew  into  town,  held  a special  conference 
with  the  Washington  State  organization, 
then  held  a “quickie”  conference  on  busi- 
ness with  film  executives  including  Prank 
L.  Newman,  president  of  Pox-Evergreen 
Theatres:  John  Hamrick,  head  of  Ham- 
rick-Evergreen Theatres;  A1  Rosenberg, 
division  manager  for  Pox-Evergreen;  A1 
Pinke  of  Portland.  Ore.,  head  of  the  Ore- 
gon-Evergreen division.  While  here, 
Skouras  told  of  making  a whirlwind  tour  of 
the  countiy  to  raise  money  for  the  Greeks. 
“I  am  appealing  to  America,  not  for  am- 
munition but  for  food,  clothing,  medicine.” 

Patrons  of  the  Colonial  had  an  unex- 
pected thrill  when  fire  broke  out  in  some 
ivaste  paper  in  one  of  the  checkrooms. 
Manager  Sanford  Palo,  who  discovered  the 
blaze  immediately  announced  the  fact,  in- 
formed the  spectators  there  was  no  danger 
and  asked  them  to  leave  guietly.  About  one 
fourth  of  the  patrons  left.  There  was  no 
interruption  in  the  show  while  the  blaze 
was  being  extinguished  by  firemen. 

The  Bill  Shartins  this  week  entertained 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Goldhammer,  wife  of  the  dis- 
trict manager  for  RKO  in  the  Praii’ie  dis- 
trict. Mrs.  Goldhammer  is  on  her  way  to 
California  where  she  will  be  joined  by  her 
husband  . . . Tubby  Griffin,  down  from 
Alaska,  is  back  from  his  trip  to  New  York 
and  before  going  North  is  going  to  stage  a 
salmon  bake  at  the  Pilm  Club.  Dinner  will 
be  followed  by  a good  old-fashioned  stag 
party. 

W.  B.  McDonald  tells  that  Virgil,  the 
magician,  formerly  of  the  theatre  in  Port 
Townsend,  is  doing  a great  business  as  a 
roadshow  attraction,  Virgil  played  to  4.000 
students  in  one  night  in  Eugene  . . . Lots 
of  laughs  this  week  when  Danny  Matin 
came  to  town  for  the  final  football  game. 
Danny  is  hommg  in  Portland  and  has  quit 
selling  film  to  enter  the  music  business. 

Jack  Burk  is  in  the  market  for  a new 
car.  Icy  roads  did  not  do  his  present  one 
much  good  . . . With  most  folks  home 
with  the  flu,  Gladness  Gollofon,  to  be  dif- 
ferent, is  staying  home  nursing  a bad  case 
of  mumps  . . . Ben  Shearer  planed  in  from 
California  and  got  busy  right  away  on  his 
local  business  . . . A1  Harris  has  resigned 
from  his  spot  with  Monogram  exchange  to 
become  assistant  booker  at  20th-Pox  where 
he  succeeds  Tony  Piligno.  who  has  joined 
the  U.  S.  Army  Motion  Picture  service. 

M.  G.  Whitman,  Universal  salesman  in 
the  east  of  the  mountains  district,  spend- 
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ing  a couple  of  days  on  the  Row  . . . Har- 
old “Pop"  Lyons  laid  up  several  days  with 
the  flu.  Now  back  on  the  fob,  we  find  his 
nickname  in  years  gone  by,  when  he  was 
in  show  business,  was  “Spike”  . . . Bill  Par- 
ker to  Yakima  to  do  a little  talk  on  Metro 
product  to  the  managers  of  the  Mercy  cir- 
cuit. Back  to  Seattle,  Bill  is  supervising  the 
newsreel  of  the  Washington-U . S.  C.  game 
and  “dubbing"  in  the  sound  right  here. 

Ted  Carroll  and  Dawn  Buckner  were 
married  this  week  in  Tacoma  . . . John  Le- 
roy Johnston,  director  of  publicity  for 
Walter  Wanger,  spending  some  time  here 
with  Pete  Higgins,  local  UA  manager. 
Sammy  Seigel,  N.  W.  publicity  director  for 
UA,  went  as  far  as  Portland  with  John- 
ston, and  they  arranged  publicity  for  the 
opening  of  the  “Thief  of  Bagdad”  . . . Bill 
and  Mrs.  Porman  back  from  the  Thanks- 
giving party  in  Portland  and  entertaining 
A1  and  Mrs.  Porman  for  a few  days  here 
. . . L.  O.  Lukan  to  San  Prancisco  to  at- 
tend a conference  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners. 

Neal  Walton,  Keith  Beckwith,  Ray  Ack- 
les,  and  Bill  Kostenbader  all  back  from  the 
Columbia  regional  convention  in  San 
Francisco  . . . J.  von  Herberg  back  from 
his  trip  to  Yakima  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Kloepper  back  to  Portland  . . . Glen  Aid- 
rich,  former  manager  of  the  Unique  in 
Spokane,  has  been  appointed  manager  of 
the  Florence  and  Circle  theatres  here. 
Both  houses  are  in  the  Sterling  group. 

W.  L.  Casey  jr.  of  Bonners  Perry  drove 
back  home  with  A1  Bloom  who  has  been 
home  for  the  holidays  . . . Bill,  Margo,  and 
Janet  Lee  Cunningham  back  to  Portland 
after  spending  a few  days  with  the  L.  O. 
Lukans  . . . “Kay”  Keiserstein,  president 
of  the  West  Coast  Automatic  Candy  Co., 
on  his  way  here  from  California  and  there 
is  a possibility  that  Jimmy  O’Neal,  west 
coast  division  manager,  may  accompany 
him  from  San  Prancisco  . . . Art  Huot  back 
from  the  Portland  trip  . . . Jimmy  Ewing 
after  doing  his  chores  in  Portland  is  now 
back  to  Spokane. 

Maxine  Geisel  of  Altec  Service  is  home 
from  Swedish  Hospital  and  recovering 
after  a recent  operation  . . . Dick  Ackles  of 
Universal  is  disabled  for  a few  days  by  a 
badly  cut  thumb.  He  struck  it  with  an  axe 
. . . Maury  Saffle  off  to  Chicago  to  at- 
tend a Metro  sales  meet  . . . Frank  and 
Betty  Christie  home  from  the  New  York 
trip  . . . Roy  and  Madeline  Brown  also 
back  and  staying  off  in  Portland  which  is 
their  home  . . . Fred  Ford,  RKO  publicity 
man,  back  from  his  trip  to  Oregon. 


Musicians'  Convention 
To  Be  Held  in  Seattle 

Seattle — Meeting  for  the  first  time  on 
the  Pacific  Coast,  the  46th  annual  con- 
vention of  the  American  Pederation  of 
Musicians  will  be  held  here  next  summer. 
Carbon  Webber,  business  agent  of  Seattle 
Local  No.  76,  announced  this  week.  The 
convention  is  the  biggest  yet  scheduled  for 
Seattle  in  1941. 

Well  over  1,000  visitors  are  expected  in- 
cluding 600  delegates  most  of  whom  will 
bring  their  wives.  The  convention  will 
open  June  8 and  hold  two  business  ses- 
sions daily  for  six  days. 

Among  major  items  on  the  agenda  is  the 
jurisdiction  controversy  between  the  union 
and  Lawrence  Tibbett’s  American  Guild  of 
Musical  Artists,  and  salary  scales  in  “neu- 
tral” zones  where  there  are  no  locals. 


The  Versatile 
Mr,  Sunn 

San  Francisco — Joseph  Sunn,  owner  of 
Chinatown's  new  Grandview  Theatre,  is 
also  a pioneer  producer  of  Chinese  films. 

His  company  is  the  Grandview  Film 
Co.  of  Hong  Kong  which  lists  about  20 
stars  on  its  roster  who  receive  from 
$6,000  to  $36,000  a year  and  his  produc- 
tion schedule  calls  for  12  “quickies"  and 
six  “supers"  annually.  The  latter  cost 
from  $40,000  to  $60,000  to  produce. 

Sunn,  a self-taught  producer,  supplies 
Chinese  films  for  a market  including  the 
United  States,  Cuba,  Mexico,  South 
Africa,  Hawaii,  Madagascar,  and,  of 
course,  China. 

If  his  400-seat  house  here  goes  over. 
Sunn  hopes  to  open  a Chinese  theatre  in 
New  York  before  he  returns  to  China. 

J 
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^L  HOPPMAN  is  again  manager  of  the 

United  Artists  exchange  here.  After 
16  months  as  salesman,  he  has  been  re- 
turned to  his  old  job.  He  succeeds  Earl 
Collins,  who  previously  was  a salesman  in 
the  Denver  territory.  Collins  has  been 
boosted  to  the  managership  of  the  UA  Los 
Angeles  exchange,  and  left  Denver  Sat- 
urday for  his  new  post. 

Featured  with  a milking  contest  on  the 
stage,  “Little  Men”  was  world  premiered  at 
the  Orpheum  here,  the  date  beating  sev- 
eral other  spots  by  a day.  The  milking 
contest  runs  three  days  with  a total  of 
$110  being  offered  as  prizes. 

Two  hundred  passes  and  $10  constituted 
the  loot  when  someone  broke  into  the 
Cameron  Theatre,  while  at  the  Roxy  an 
attempt  to  blow  the  safe  was  unsuccess- 
ful ..  . George  Gompertz,  doing  publicity 
for  United  Artists  here  on  “Great  Dicta- 
tor,” returned  to  Los  Angeles. 

Harry  Ashton  has  resigned  as  manager 
of  the  Boulder  at  Boulder,  Colo.,  and  the 
house  is  being  temporarily  managed  by 
Don  Smith.  Ashton  has  not  announced 
any  connections.  The  Boulder  is  a Fox 
Ditermountain  house. 

Lon  T.  Pidler,  owner  of  the  Monogram 
franchise  here  and  Salt  Lake  City,  is  re- 
cuperating at  home  after  several  weeks  in 
the  hospital. 

Fred  Glass,  city  manager  at  Cheyenne, 
and  Jack  McGee,  city  manager  at  Laramie, 
Wyo.,  both  Fox  Intermountain  spots,  were 
in  town  for  conferences  with  Rick  Ricket- 
son,  manager. 


Burke  and  Bayliss  Will 
Build  in  Santa  Monica 

Santa  Monica — A new  900-seat  theatre 
is  to  be  built  here  by  Burke  and  Bayliss, 
with  construction  starting  around  January 
1.  Operators  own  the  Nuart  and  Tivoli  in 
Sawtelle. 

Pat  Argust  Is  Named 
Manager  of  Lensic 

Santa  Pe,  N.  M. — Pat  Argust,  former  Pox 
West  Coast  and  Metzger  circuit  executive, 
has  been  named  manager  of  the  Lensic 
Theatre  here  by  Paris  Valley  Theatres. 
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Allack  Practice  of 
Advancing  Prices 


Indianapolis — Among  several  resolutions 
adopted  at  a business  session  of  the  In- 
diana ATO  at  its  14th  annual  convention 
and  trade  show  here,  was  one  condemning 
“certain  distributors  who  insist  on  in- 
creased admission  prices  and  extended 
playing  time  on  individual  pictures.” 

This  practice  was  termed  in  the  resolu- 
tion as  “an  unwarranted  interference  with 
the  operation  of  the  theatre”  which  in- 
jures goodwill  “by  destroying  consistency 
in  the  operating  policy  to  which  the  pub- 
lic has  become  accustomed.” 

In  another  resolution,  the  organization 
took  to  task  Abe  Montague,  Columbia’s 
general  sales  manager,  for  his  “irrelevant 
and  impertinent”  reply  to  Sidney  Samuel- 
son,  chairman  of  the  AID,  in  connection 
with  Samuelson’s  request  for  data  regard- 
ing the  status  of  certain  Columbia  prod- 
uct. The  resolution  branded  Montague’s 
position  as  “arrogant  and  untenable,”  as- 
serting that  Montague  “will  not  supply 
such  information  to  Mr.  Samuelson  ‘as  a 
representative  of  any  group  of  exhibitors’ 
and  that  he  will  deal  only  ‘with  an  in- 
dividual as  an  individual.’  ” This  alleged 
attitude  was  characterized  by  the  resolu- 
tion as  a “deliberate  and  studied  insult 
of  Allied”  certain  to  foster  “ill  will  and 
misunderstanding  at  a time  when  all 
branches  of  the  industry  should  be  draw- 
ing closer  together.” 

In  two  other  resolutions,  the  group 
pledged  full  support  to  AID  and  its  work 
of  gathering  and  disseminating  informa- 
tion to  independent  exhibitors,  and  at- 
tacked as  “unfair”  the  “withholding”  of 
“A”  product  during  the  pre-Christmas  and 
Lenten  seasons. 

Several  changes  were  also  made  in  the 
regular  affairs  of  the  organization  dur- 
ing the  convention  which  drew  an  at- 
tendance of  approximately  25  per  cent  over 
last  year.  One  was  an  increase  in  the 
board  of  directors  from  20  to  28  members 
and  the  dividing  of  the  state  into  nine 
districts  with  an  alternate  director  elected 
from  each.  Another  was  the  appointment 
of  a committee  to  bring  the  group’s  by- 
laws up  to  date. 

All  officers  were  re-elected,  including 
Roy  Harrold,  president:  Ernest  L.  Miller, 
vice-president;  Harry  Markun,  treasurer, 
and  Don  R.  Rossiter,  executive  secretary. 

ATOI  Directors  Meet 
To  Discuss  By-Laws 

Indianapolis — The  first  meeting  of  the 
newly-elected  board  of  directors  of  ATOI 
was  held  here  Tuesday.  The  group’s  by- 
laws were  discussed  and  certain  recom- 
mendations were  made  by  the  board  to 
be  submitted  at  a membership  meeting  to 
be  convened  some  time  in  January.  Roy 
Harrold,  president,  was  in  charge  of  the 
session. 


Frisinas  Let  Contract 

Decatur,  III. — The  Frisina  Amusement 
Company  has  let  the  contract  for  its  new 
theatre  on  West  Wood  St.  to  R.  Kennedy, 
general  contractor,  Taylorville,  111.  With 
equipment,  the  1,000-seat  house  will  cost 
between  $125,000  and  $150,000. 


Gets  “Senate  Page  Boys" 

Hollywood — Lewis  Meltzer  is  adapting 
“Senate  Page  Boys”  for  Producer  Charles 
R.  Rogers  at  Columbia. 


Wehrenberg  Talks  Trust  Suit 
Over  St.  Louis  Clearance 


St.  Louis — Fred  Wehrenberg,  president 
of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  eastern  Missouri 
and  southern  Illinois,  and  owner  of  a 
number  of  theatres  in  South  St.  Louis  and 
St.  Louis  county,  has  admitted  that  he  has 
consulted  attorneys  on  the  possibility  of 
bringing  an  anti-trust  conspiracy  suit 
against  the  Fanchon  & Marco  interests,  the 
St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.,  a number  of 
motion  picture  producers  and  distributors 
and  various  individuals. 

A shortage  of  cash  customers  will  be  part 
of  the  “evidence”  that  is  being  accumu- 
lated at  the  independent’s  theatres  in 
South  St.  Louis  to  support  the  large  dam- 
age suit  when  it  is  filed.  Under  the  anti- 
trust provisions  of  the  federal  statutes  tre- 
ble damages  may  be  obtained  if  the  plain- 
tiff can  sustain  the  restraint  of  trade  con- 
spiracy charges. 

The  issue  rests  on  charges  the  distribu- 
tors and  producers  granted  to  the  Gra- 
nada and  other  second-run  houses  of  the 
St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  an  extension 


Mid-Season  Meeting 
Brings  60  Metroites 


(More  details  on  page  151 

Chicago — Some  60  men  participated  in 
Metro’s  2y2-day  mid-season  sales  meet- 
ing held  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel  last 
weekend.  Presiding  at  the  meeting  was 
William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager. Also  present  were:  Edward  M. 
Saunders,  western  division  manager; 
Thomas  J.  Connors,  eastern  sales  mana- 
ger; E.  K.  O’Shea,  who  becomes  manager 
of  the  newly  created  “central”  district: 

E.  W.  Aaronson,  assistant  to  Rodgers; 
A.  F.  Cummings,  head  of  office  operations, 
and  H.  M.  Richey,  head  of  public  and 
exhibitors  relations. 

In  alphabetical  order,  other  Metro  men 
at  the  meeting  included:  A.  Abner,  New 
York;  L.  Amacher,  home  office;  S.  E. 
Applegate,  Philadelphia:  J.  S.  Allen,  Cin- 
cinnati; R.  Avey,  Atlanta;  W.  E.  Banford, 
Chicago;  R.  Berger,  Washington,  D.  C.; 
J.  Bezahler,  home  office;  L.  Bickel,  Dal- 
las; B.  Bishop  jr.,  Pittsburgh;  E.  M.  Booth, 
Cincinnati;  J.  Bowen,  New  York;  C.  J. 
Briant,  New  Orleans;  J.  P.  Byrne,  New 
York;  C.  Deesen,  home  office;  T.  Dillard, 
home  office;  T.  J.  Donaldson,  New  Haven; 

F.  J.  Downey,  Detroit;  F.  D.  Drew,  Cleve- 
land. 

J.  E.  Flynn,  Chicago;  H.  A.  Friedl,  Den- 
ver; S.  J.  Gardner,  Salt  Lake  City;  M. 
Goldstein,  Boston;  F.  C.  Hensler,  Kansas 
City;  G.  A.  Hickey,  Los  Angeles;  I.  Hirsch, 
home  office:  D.  C.  Kennedy,  Des  Moines; 
C.  E.  Kessnich,  Atlanta;  C.  T.  Lynch,  Los 
Angeles:  R.  Lynch,  Philadelphia:  J.  J. 
Maloney,  Pittsburgh;  R.  W.  Maw,  Buffalo; 
R.  Pielow,  Albany;  H.  Postman,  home 
office:  J.  X.  Quinn,  St.  Louis;  Herman 
Ripps,  Albany:  B.  H.  Rosen wald,  Char- 
lotte; M.  Saffle,  Seattle;  Sidney  Schwartz, 
home  office;  H.  J.  Shumow,  Omaha;  S. 
Shurman,  Milwaukee;  M.  L.  Simons,  home 
office. 

Byron  C.  Stoner,  Cleveland;  J.  F.  Wil- 
lingham, Memphis:  W.  W.  Willman,  In- 
dianapolis; L.  G.  Wingham,  San  Fran- 
cisco; M.  N.  Wolf,  Boston;  H.  P.  Wolfberg, 
Kansas  City;  W.  H.  Workman,  Minne- 
apolis, and  W.  B.  Zoellner,  Oklahoma  City. 


of  their  clearance  from  14  to  21  days  over 
every  other  theatre  in  South  St.  Louis. 
Wehrenberg  claims,  however,  the  21-day 
rule  is  not  being  enforced  against  the  sub- 
sequent runs  in  the  St.  Louis  Amusement 
fleet.  In  other  words,  he  charges  that 
while  his  Melba,  Cinderella  and  Michi- 
gan theatres,  for  instance,  may  not  play 
any  picture  until  21  days  after  its  run  has 
been  completed  at  the  Granada,  the  same 
rule  is  not  being  applied  to  the  Gravois, 
Lafayette,  Shaw  and  Columbia  theatres, 
etc.,  which  are  part  of,  or  affiliated  with, 
the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co. 

Protests  to  Exchanges 

Accompanied  by  his  attorneys,  Wehren- 
berg has  called  upon  various  film  ex- 
change managers  to  protest  the  alleged 
discrimination  against  the  independent 
houses.  He  has  taken  the  matter  up  by 
mail  with  higher  officials  of  the  film  com- 
panies. He  stated  he  discussed  the  matter 
with  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Fanchon  & 
Marco  interests.  Arthur,  he  said,  denied 
knowledge  that  any  of  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.  or  affiliated  houses  were 
being  favored  under  the  21-day  rule. 
Wehrenberg  charged  the  discrimination 
has  continued  since  their  meeting. 

Until  this  season,  the  Granada  enjoyed 
only  a 14-day  clearance  over  the  other 
theatres  in  South  St.  Louis.  On  the  other 
hand  the  Ritz,  controlled  by  the  Ansell 
Brothers,  has  had  a 21-day  clearance  over 
all  subsequents  in  South  St.  Louis  except 
the  Avalon. 

The  Ritz,  which  usually  plays  day  and 
date  with  the  Norside  in  North  St.  Louis, 
and  the  Esquire  in  Richmond  Heights,  has 
been  showing  M-G-M,  United  Artists  and 
Columbia  pictures  on  the  21-day  clearance 
basis  for  several  seasons  with  the  approval 
of  the  independents.  Wehrenberg  ex- 
plained that  this  arrangement  was  satis- 
factory because  there  has  never  been  any 
discrimination  or  waiver  of  the  rule  in 
favor  of  any  houses. 

“We  are  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the 
14-day  to  a 21-day  clearance  for  the  Gra- 
nada this  season,”  Wehrenberg  said.  “But 
our  principal  complaint  is  that  the  rule  is 
enforced  against  it  but  not  against  our 
competitors  in  the  St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.  lineup.  It  is  a discrimination  not 
justified  and  has  caused  us  considerable 
damage.  We  believe  it  is  part  of  a con- 
spiracy to  restrain  and  restrict  our  busi- 
ness and  do  not  propose  to  stand  for  it. 

“I  had  signed  up  for  Universal  but  can- 
celled out  when  they  refused  to  enforce 
the  21 -day  rule  without  discrimination.” 

Paramount  is  said  to  be  the  only  major 
distributor  who  has  declined  to  raise  the 
Granada’s  clearance  to  21  days  this  sea- 
son. As  a result  of  this  stand,  Wehren- 
berg said,  the  independents  are  signing 
up  Paramount  pictures. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  officials  in  New 
York,  it  is  said,  have  advised  their  local 
offices  that  there  must  not  be  any  further 
discrimination  under  the  21-day  clearance 
rule  in  favor  of  any  theatres. 

Wehrenberg  said  that  in  some  instances 
the  Gravois  has  played  a picture  three 
days  after  the  Granada,  and  the  Columbia 
as  early  as  10  days  after.  He  says  both 
should  be  bound  by  the  21 -day  rule  be- 
ing enforced  against  the  independents. 

The  Shenandoah,  another  South  St. 
Louis  Amusement  second-rim  house  in 
South  St.  Louis,  also  has  the  21 -day  clear- 
ance protection  this  season,  instead  of  14 
days  as  formerly. 
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Milwaukee  Paper's 
Wrath  on  Decree 


Milwaukee  — The  Milwaukee  Journal 
sees  eye  to  eye  with  various  local  exhibi- 
tors who  have  taken  exception  to  the  con- 
sent decree  and  says  as  much  in  an  edi- 
torial captioned,  “Another  Sour  Consent 
Decree.”  Complete  text  of  the  editorial 
follows : 

“Another  consent  decree,  on  examina- 
tion, turns  sour.  That  has  been  the  his- 
tory of  these  compromises  between  gov- 
ernment and  businesses  that  are  accused 
by  the  government  of  violating  the  law. 

“The  department  of  justice  had  been 
proceeding  for  more  than  two  years 
against  large  motion  picture  producers  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  monopolistic. 
Most  of  them,  though  not  all,  owned  thea- 
tre chains  that  dominated  exhibition  in 
many  cities.  All  of  them  had  been  en- 
forcing block  booking,  by  which  the  ex- 
hibitor had  to  rent  a year’s  supply  of  pic- 
tures without  seeing  them.  The  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  were  pushed  around  plenty. 

“The  department  of  justice  had  the  sup- 
port of  motion  picture  councils,  parent- 
teacher  associations  and  other  groups  in- 
terested in  better  pictures.  Supposedly 
the  department  was  vigorously  pushing  the 
matter. 

“Suddenly,  in  October,  it  was  announced 
that  a consent  decree  had  been  accepted 
by  Atty.  Gen.  Jackson  from  the  five  large 
producers  that  have  chain  theatres  . . . 

“This  consent  decree,  instead  of  break- 
ing up  alleged  monopoly,  freezes  it  as  it  is 
and  may  even  let  it  expand.  Tlie  govern- 
ment agreed  not  to  seek  dissolution  of  the 
chains  for  three  years.  The  companies 
agreed  not  to  expand  the  chains — except 
for  ‘certain  stated  exceptions.’ 

“It  is  in  the  exceptions  that  the  joker 
appears.  The  decree  is  not  to  ‘prevent  any 
defendant  from  acquiring  theatres  or  in- 
terests therein  to  protect  its  investment  or 
its  competitive  position  or  for  ordinary 
purposes  of  business.’ 

“ ‘For  ordinaiT  purposes  of  business.’ 
What  else  have  the  producers  been  buying 
up  theatres  for?  Atty.  Gen.  Jackson,  it 
seems,  has  here  signed  away  all  the  rights 
of  the  government  to  proceed  against 
movie  monopoly.  There  is  now  nothing  to 
prevent  the  chain  companies  from  buying 
up  all  the  theatres  in  the  United  States. 
This  appears  to  be  one  of  the  typical  Jack- 


sonian tricks — the  slick,  smart  mind  that 
does  not  hew  along  a straight  line. 

“What  happened?  Nobody  knows,  but 
personalities  will  probably  not  be  over- 
looked in  the  effort  to  find  out.  Did  Post- 
master General  Walker  exert  any  influ- 
ence? He  is  head  of  a chain  of  105  thea- 
tres in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  state. 
Was  it  Jimmy  Roosevelt,  head  of  the  Globe 
Productions  Co.?  Or  was  this  the  pay-off 
for  the  way  newsreels  and  short  subjects 
were  presented  on  the  screen  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  third  term  candidate?  Any- 
body who  attended  the  theatres  during  the 
campaign  (from  the  first  of  October  on) 
could  see  quickly  enough  what  was  being 
done. 

“Anyway,  except  for  the  provision  that 
block  booking  is  reduced  from  52  to  five 
films,  this  consent  decree  by  Atty.  Gen. 
Jackson  smells.” 


An  Aid  to  Goals — 

Pat  O’Brien  autographs  20  footballs, 
promoted  from  Sears  by  Joe  Rosen- 
field,  manager  of  the  Modjeska  The- 
atre in  Milwaukee,  to  be  given  away  at 
a Saturday  matinee  of  “Knute  Rockne 
All-American.”  The  picture  of  O’Brien 
and  Rosenfield,  which  incidentally 
made  a lobby  display  proving  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  autographs,  was 
taken  during  the  star’s  visit  at  the 
homecoming  of  his  Alma  Mater,  Mar- 
quette. The  newspapers,  too,  ran  the 
picture. 


Triple-Threat — 

Arch  Obolcr,  writer  of  the  radio  series 
‘‘Lights  Out,”  and  Hollywood’s  latest 
combination  director -writer,  pauses  in 
Chicago,  en  route  to  the  coast.  Oboler, 
with  Marguerite  Roberts,  recently 
adapted  Ethel  Vance’s  ‘‘Escape,”  for 
M-G-M.  Writing  and  directing 
‘‘Everyman’s  Theatre,”  broadcast  Fri- 
day nights  over  NBC,  is  Oboler’s  cur- 
rent chore. 


UTOI  to  the  Fore  in 
Five-Month  Period 


Springfield,  III. — Edward  G.  Zorn, 
president  of  the  United  Theatre  Owners 
of  Illinois,  Pontiac,  announced  this  week 
that  during  the  five  months  the  UTOI  has 
been  organized,  it  has  become  the  largest 
exhibitor  organization  in  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois. The  UTOI  now  has  256  paid  mem- 
bers, Zorn  revealed.  Membership  is  com- 
posed of  independent  and  circuit  operators 
who  are  serviced  by  both  the  Chicago  and 
St.  Louis  film  exchanges.  Recent  rumors 
that  the  UTOI  was  affiliated  with  other 
exhibitor  groups  are  in  error,  Zorn  said, 
pointing  out  that  the  UTOI  was  willing 
to  cooperate  with  other  exhibitor  groups 
on  matters  of  mutual  interest,  but  that 
the  UTOI  would  not  affiliate  with  any 
other  exhibitor  group  remaining  strictly 
independent  and  concerned  only  with 
problems  of  Illinois  exhibitors. 

Zorn  stated  that  the  rapid  growth  of 
the  organization  was  due  to  the  realiza- 
tion of  Illinois  exhibitors  that  the  UTOI 
could  serve  a purpose  that  other  types  of 
organizations  were  not  able  to  do.  He 
also  gave  credit  to  William  F.  Crouch, 
Springfield,  executive  secretary  of  the  as- 
sociation, for  his  work  in  securing  new 
members  to  the  organization.  During  the 
last  four  months  Crouch  has  toured  the 
entire  state  and  is  largely  responsible  for 
the  big  enrollment  of  UTOI  members. 

With  offices  now  established  in  Spring- 
field,  plans  are  being  made  for  handling 
of  problems  that  will  arise  in  the  coming 
session  of  the  Illinois  state  legislature. 


At  the  ATOl  Convention — 

The  head  table  at  the  annual  convention  of  the  Associated  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Indiana  in  Indianapolis.  In  the  center  is  Roy  Harrold,  president. 
At  the  extreme  left  is  H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  exhibitor  relations  for 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  flanked  by  David  Palfreyman,  theatre  contact  for  MPPDA. 
At  the  right  are  Governor-elect  and  Mrs.  Shricker  of  Indiana. 
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^HE  CHICAGO  city  council  committee 
on  judiciary  and  state  legislation  was 
scheduled  to  hold  a public  hearing  in  the 
city  hall  Wednesday  morning  on  the  mat- 
ter of  a pending  ordinance  for  amend- 
ments to  the  Chicago  censorship  ordinance 
. . . Ben  Shlyen,  publisher  of  Boxoffice, 
and  J.  Harry  Toler,  editor  of  Modern 
Theatre,  were  visitors  at  Hal  Tate’s  Box- 
office  radio  program  at  the  Palmer  House 
studios  of  WAAF. 

Latest  Allied  member  is  the  Lewis  The- 
atre. Located  at  108  E.  35th  Street,  it  is 
operated  by  John  Welsh,  head  of  Charles 
Theatres,  Inc.  . . . Jack  Kirsch,  chairman 
of  amusement  division  of  the  Chicago 
Community  Fund,  did  a splendid  job,  sur- 
passing the  $25,000  quota  by  more  than  a 
thousand  dollars  . . . 165  Illinois  Allied 
theatres  already  have  signed  up  to  do  their 
stuff  for  Movie  Christmas  basket  party. 

Hal  King,  son  of  Julian  King,  Metro 
salesman,  was  m.  c.  in  Hirsch  High  School 
play  last  Thursday  night.  Young  King 
graduates  in  June  and  will  matriculate 
this  fall  at  his  father’s  alma  mater,  the 
University  of  Alabama  . . . Emma  Abla- 


nalp,  at  one  time  secretary  of  the  old 
Chicago  film  board,  was  tendered  a sur- 
prise luncheon  at  Jacques  French  restaur- 
ant recently.  Luncheon  was  held  in  honor 
of  her  engagement  to  Russell  Lipscomb 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Charlie  Ryan  is  changing  the  name  of 
Warner’s  “Exploitation  Bulletin”  to  “Chi- 
cago Manager.”  Charlie  says  he’s  using 
a deep-red  cover  in  the  revamped  maga- 
zine. Says  he  got  the  idea  from  Box- 
office’s  cover  . . . Jimmy  Coston  has  re- 
turned from  New  York  where  he  and  other 
Warner  Theatre  zone  managers  partici- 
pated in  tribute  to  Joseph  Bernhard,  gen- 
eral manager  for  Warner  Bros.  Theatres. 

Jack  Hess  is  now  doing  special  adver- 
tising and  publicity  work  for  the  Oriental 
Theatre  for  holidays.  Fritz  Blocki  con- 
tinues to  handle  his  regular  duties  as 
the  Oriental’s  publicity  director  . . . Anita 
Louise,  George  Givot  and  Johnny  “Scat” 
Davis  head  the  Hollywood  talent  on  the 
Oriental  stage  this  week  . . . Tom  Gorman 
at  RKO  and  Eddie  Silverman  at  Es- 
saness  say  that  neither  of  them  has 
closed  a deal  to  date  for  Disney’s  “Fan- 


Ir — 

Metro  Meeting  Memos 


Vi 


Chicago — Seems  that  if  you  want  to  be- 
come an  M-G-M  district  manager  your 
last  initial  must  start  with  a “B.”  All  four 
of  the  new  district  managers  are  “B’s” — 
Byrne,  Berger,  Brown  and  Bishop  jr.  An- 
other “B”  was  very  happy  since  he  had 
the  privilege  of  acting  as  host  to  the  men. 
’That  was  “Doc”  Banford,  Chicago  branch 
manager. 


Boxoffice  dedicated  its  Sunday  radio 
program  on  WAAF  to  “Leo.”  Hal  Tate, 
Boxoffice’s  central  editor,  paid  tribute  to 
M-G-M  and  had  actors  take  part  in  the 
broadcast.  Some  of  Metro’s  top  smash 
hits  were  plugged  as  well  as  new  product 
including  “Bitter  Sweet.”  The  Metro  men 
listened  to  the  broadcast  over  a special 
radio  installed  at  the  Blackstone  where 
they  were  having  lunch  when  the  program 
went  on  the  air  at  one  o’clock.  Many 
delegates  took  occasion  to  express  thanks 
to  Boxoffice  for  devoting  most  of  its 
radio  program  to  Metro. 


The  consent  decree  was  explained  to  the 
delegates  with  each  man  getting  a copy  of 
the  decree  at  one  of  the  meetings. 


Sidney  Schwartz,  with  Metro’s  interna- 
tional department  as  an  auditor  stationed 
in  the  far  east  (China,  Indo-China,  Malay 
Peninsula,  India,  etc.),  dropped  in  to  say 
hello  to  the  Metro-ites.  Schwartz,  who 
arrived  in  this  country  from  Asia  a few 
weeks  ago,  was  en  route  to  New  York. 
He  will  attend  the  Metro  auditor’s  meet- 
ing to  be  held  there  about  the  first  of 
the  year. 


David  O.  Selznick  and  William  F.  Rodg- 
ers conferred  on  “Gone  With  the  Wind” 
sales  plans  prior  to  the  meeting  on  Sat- 
urday. 


Ben  Shlyen,  publisher  of  Boxoffice,  en 
route  to  Kansas  City  from  New  York, 
passed  through  Chicago  the  second  day  of 
the  meeting  and  dropped  in  at  the  Black- 
stone  Hotel  to  say  “howdy”  to  Rodgers, 


Flynn,  Banford  and  numerous  other 
friends.  J.  Harry  Toler,  Modern  Theatre 
editor,  and  Hal  Tate,  Boxoffice  central 
editor,  accompanied  Shlyen  to  the  Black- 
stone.  The  Mesdames  Shlyen  and  Toler 
enjoyed  a downtown  show  while  their  hus- 
bands discussed  business. 


Scene  of  the  meeting  shifted  from  the 
Blackstone  to  the  Chez  Paree  on  Sunday 
night  when  Metro  had  a party  there  for 
all  delegates.  Emcee  Joe  Lewis  greeted 
numerous  old  friends  of  Metro  and  took 
occasion  to  give  out  several  lusty  roars 
for  Leo  . . . Also  seen  at  the  Chez  Paree 
that  night  were:  Eddie  Silverman  and 
Emil  Stern  of  Essaness  and  A1  Simon, 
popular  Filmrow  restaurateur. 


Other  Metro  people  at  the  party  in- 
cluded Henry  Kahn,  Chicago  north  side 
salesman:  Julian  King,  Chicago  south  side 
salesman;  Howard  Beck,  northern  Illinois 
salesman;  Max  Schwartz,  southern  Illi- 
nois salesman;  Joe  Imhoff,  recently  ap- 
pointed Chicago  office  manager;  Bill 
Bishop,  exploitation  director  for  M-G-M 
in  Chicago,  and  Gene  Rich,  Bill’s  assist- 
ant. It  was  Gene’s  first  experience  ac- 
tually participating  in  a meeting,  his  pre- 
vious experience,  as  Boxoffice  central  ed- 
itor, being  as  “onlooker”  instead  of  par- 
ticipant. 


Before  going  to  the  Chez  Paree,  Joe 
Bezahler  from  Metro’s  home  office  men- 
tioned that  he  had  been  eating  steaks  for 
three  days  and  was  getting  a little  tired 
of  that  particular  dish.  Comes  the  main 
course  of  the  dinner  at  the  Chez  Paree 
and  the  waiter  brings  Joe  ...  a steak. 


During  the  special  Boxoffice  broadcast 
dedicated  to  Metro,  Hal  Tate  put  in  plug 
for  Betty  Winkler,  Chicago  radio  actress, 
saying  the  gal  seemed  to  be  good  ma- 
terial, Tate  said:  “The  girl  isn’t  beauti- 
ful but  she’s  a real  actress.”  Arch  Oboler, 
Chicago  writer  who  co-authored  dialogue 
on  “Escape,”  was  also  given  nice  plug  on 
the  show. 


tasia.”  Cost  of  special  equipment  neces- 
sary to  show  “Fantasia”  runs  about  $8,000. 

Fred  Bartow,  veteran  publicity  man  who 
has  been  head  of  Metro  exploitation  de- 
partment in  Chicago,  and  was,  until  a 
few  months  ago,  publicity  head  for  War- 
ner here,  is  now  on  the  exploitation  staff 
of  Paramount  working  out  of  the  Chicago 
office.  Initial  work  was  on  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  . . . Jim  Donohue  reports 
that  Boris  Morros  is  scheduled  to  come 
through  tow?i  this  Wednesday  (.Decem- 
ber 11)  with  print  of  “Second  Chorus.” 
Paramount  will  have  a special  screening 
for  exhibitors  very  soon. 

Most  theatres  holding  back  on  starting 
Screeno  till  after  the  holidays  . . . “Kitty 
Foyle,”  starring  Ginger  Rogers,  will  open 
at  the  Palace  New  Year’s  week,  accord- 
ing to  Tom  Gorman.  It  is  expected  that 
the  picture  will  play  two  or  three  weeks 
. . . Sol  and  Aaron  Meltzer,  heads  of  the 
Meltzer  Bros,  circuit,  who  own  the  Milford 
and  Rivoli  theatres,  have  taken  over  the 
Ambassador  Theatre,  whcih  has  been  op- 
erated by  Van  Nomikos  , . , Herbert  Mar- 
shall and  his  wife  passed  through  town 
en  route  to  New  York  at  a very  oppor- 
tune time.  Marshall  got  much  publicity 
on  his  brief  visit  which  occurred  only 
a few  days  before  “The  Letter”  opened  at 
the  Chicago  Theatre.  Marshall  was  head- 
ing eastward  to  do  his  bit  for  British 
War  Relief  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  look 
over  some  of  the  new  Broadway  plays. 


Co-Star  in  "New  Wine" 

Hollywood — Alexander  Korda  will  co- 
star  Ilona  Massey  and  Burgess  Meredith 
in  “New  Wine.”  Winston  Miller  is  doing 
the  script. 


Lionel  Atwill  Role 

Hollywood — Universal  has  set  Lionel 
Atwill  for  the  title  role  in  “The  Mysterious 
Dr.  R.”  to  be  directed  by  George  Waggner. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 
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VISITORS:  Harry  Vonderschmitt,  In- 
diana, Bloomington;  John  Dixon,  Flora, 
Flora;  Trueman  Rembusch,  Artcraft, 
Franklin;  Joe  Schilling,  Auditorium,  Con- 
nersville;  Sam  Neall,  Sipe,  Kokomo;  Ar- 
thur B.  Thompson,  Park,  North  Vernon; 
Lowell  T.  Moore,  Orpheum,  Mitchell;  Wal- 
ter Easley,  Tree,  Greenburg;  Roy  Harrold, 
Princess,  Rushville;  Douglass  W.  Haney, 
Albion,  Albion;  Roy  L.  Kalver,  Adams,  De- 
catur; Percy  Dickson,  Eagles,  Wabash; 
Dick  Vlastos,  Fowler,  Fowler;  Jack  and 
Ben  Van  Borssum,  Savoy,  Terre  Haute; 
H.  H.  Johnson,  Madison,  Madison;  Sam 
J.  Switow,  Kentucky,  Louisville,  Ky,; 
Leonard  Sowar,  Rivoli,  Muncie;  H.  Lisle 
Kreighbaum,  Char  Bell,  Rochester;  Harry 
Van  Noy,  Paramount,  Anderson;  Wally 
Furnas,  Browny,  Brownsburg;  A.  Mc- 
Carty, Roxy,  Pendleton;  E.  K.  Crouch, 
Palace,  Fairmount;  Mrs.  W.  J.  Haney,  Mi- 
lan, Milan;  K.  E.  Maurice,  Wabash,  Clin- 
ton; J.  B.  Stine,  Garfield,  Terre  Haute; 
Ferd  Nessel,  State,  Anderson;  John  Doerr, 
Alliance  Theatres,  Inc.,  Chicago. 

More  Visitors:  Al  Wingate,  Old  Trails, 
Mickleyville;  Mrs.  Ethel  Luckett.  Indiana, 
Scottsburg;  Gail  Lancaster,  Huntington, 
Huntington;  Frank  Reimer,  Quimby  The- 
atre, Fort  Wayne;  William  Studebaker, 
Logan,  Logansport;  J.  B.  Sconce,  Play- 
house, Edinburg;  Howard  Morin,  Morin, 
Brookville;  D.  G.  Steinkarnp,  English,  Eng- 
lish; Mannie  Marcus,  Eastern,  Fort 
Wayne;  Harry  Kornblum,  Rosedale,  Evans- 
ville; Karl  Gast,  Madrid,  Akron;  W.  T. 
McCarrell,  Indiana,  Bedford;  Harold  V. 
Neese,  Beverly,  Brazil;  C.  W.  Becker,  In- 
diana, Fort  Wayne;  Howard  Murphy,  Art- 
craft,  Franklin;  J.  Ernest  Whitley,  Colo- 
nial, Kokomo;  Van  Schwin,  Wigton,  La- 
Grange;  John  M.  Woytinek,  Gayble,  North 
Judson;  Ralph  Boots,  Riley,  Greenfield; 
Claude  Flater,  Tivoli,  Spencer;  Maurice 
Reinking,  Idaho,  Terre  Haute;  Billy  Con- 
nors, Paramount,  Marion. 

George  Settos,  operator  of  the  Settos 
Theatre  circuit,  announces  that  installa- 
tion of  new  RCA  sound  equipment  will 
take  place  immediately  in  the  Cine’  at 
Linton  and  the  Ritz  at  Boonville  . . . 
Manny  Marcus  is  proud  of  the  new  re- 
modeling taking  place  at  his  Ambassador 
. . . The  Olson  Theatre  circuit  announces 
the  purchase  of  a large  lot  located  a few 
hundred  feet  from  the  St.  Clair  Theatre 
for  use  as  a parking  lot. 

The  Cantor  Neighborhood  Theatre  cir- 
cuit recently  received  approval  from  the 
city  zoning  board  to  erect  a new  front 
boxoffice,  display  frames  and  marquee 
for  the  Emerson  Theatre.  Work  will  begin 
next  week  . . . Advertising  Accessories 
celebrated  the  opening  of  their  newly  re- 
decorated offices  at  359  N.  Illinois  Street 
last  Monday  with  an  informal  open  house. 
H.  T.  Leibtag  is  manager  of  the  office 
here.  Harris  Silverberg,  midwest  sales 
manager  of  the  firm,  was  here  for  the 
opening. 

W.  C.  Gehring,  20th  Century-Fox  dis- 
trict manager,  was  in  town  recently  con- 
ferring with  George  Landis,  branch  man- 
ager . . . Moe  Levy,  leader  of  the  Kent 
drive  for  Fox,  has  held  several  meetings 
with  salesmen  since  his  arrival  in  In- 
dianapolis last  Saturday  . . . Roy  Churchill, 
manager  of  RKO,  has  been  on  a business 
trip  around  the  southern  part  of  the  state. 

The  Dreamland  at  Fowler,  formerly 
operated  by  Dick  Vlastos,  owner  of  the 
new  Fowler  there,  has  been  reopened  by 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Griffis,  who  will  operate  and 
manage.  Paul  Morin,  owner  of  the  prop- 
erty, made  many  changes  and  improve- 
ments to  the  theatre  . . . Lester  B.  Cole- 


man, traveling  auditor  for  Paramount,  has 
been  checking  the  local  exchange  . . . Jay 
Haas,  of  the  same  company’s  west  coast 
publicity  department,  is  expected  in  In- 
dianapolis soon  to  exploit  some  of  the  new 
releases. 

Keitli  Siegrist,  in  the  booking  depart- 
ment of  Paramount,  was  one  of  the  In- 
dianapolis men  called  to  army  duty  imder 
the  new  draft  regulations  . . . The  Cantor 
Neighborhood  Theatres  recently  an- 
nounced seme  changes  in  their  personnel. 
Roger  McAndrews,  manager  at  the  Sher- 
idan, has  been  moved  to  the  Emerson, 
while  William  Turner,  chief  of  staff  at 
the  Rivoli,  was  named  to  McAndrews’ 
place. 

Gloria  Jean,  Universal’s  young  singing 
star,  is  booked  for  a personal  appearance 
at  the  Circle  Theatre  December  13,  14  and 
15,  accordmg  to  Art  Baker,  manager,  in 
conjunction  with  the  opening  of  her  new- 
est picture,  "A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven”  . . . 
Claude  Allison,  manager  of  Olson’s  Strand, 
received  so  much  favorable  comment  on 
his  idea  of  listing  the  entire  month’s  pro- 
gram for  his  theatre  that  could  be  used 
in  a billfold,  etc.,  that  he  has  repeated 
the  idea  for  his  December  program. 

Al  Wingate,  manager  of  the  Old  Trails 
Theatre  in  Mickleyville,  recently  played 
host  to  a group  of  traffic  patrol  officers 
and  the  Marion  county  sheriff’s  office 
provided  transportation  for  the  youths  . . . 
Robert  Herrell,  formerly  with  Advertising 
Accessories,  now  is  in  the  shipping  de- 
partment at  Warner  Bros.  His  place  with 
Advertising  Accessories  has  been  filled  by 
Charles  Acton,  formerly  with  RKO  . . . 
Irving  Hanower,  auditor  for  Columbia, 
checked  this  office  last  week. 

The  Rex  at  Windfall,  which  has  been 
closed  for  some  time,  has  been  acquired 
by  J.  T.  Arrington,  former  Illinois  exhibi- 
tor. The  theatre  was  operated  by  John 
Cooper  and  later  by  Billy  Outland  . . . The 
Lyric  is  featuring  AJin  Dvorak  and  Ed- 
mund Lowe  in  person. 

(I  -■ 

: QUICKIES  : 
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By  HAL  TATE 

JJEADLINE  in  recent  issue  of  Boxoffice: 

“Hams  as  Quiz  Prizes.’’  Now  we  know 
what  happened  to  vaudeville. 


When  Chicago  theatre  critic  Ashton 
Stevens  recently  mentioned  Bromo-Selt- 
zer  instead  of  Alka-Seltzer  on  the  latter’s 
coast-to-coast  radio  broadcast  it  was  not 
a case  of  a coast-to-coast  hic-up. 


Like  Charlie  Chaplin,  Jimmy  Petrillo 
must  have  taken  “The  Great  Dictator” 
picture  too  seriously. 


How  did  Warner  Bros,  ever  miss  out  on 
the  title  “Escape”  for  one  of  their  prison 
pictures? 


One  play  in  Chicago  that’s  living  up  to 
its  name  is  “Meet  the  People.”  It’s  doing 
great  business. 


Suggested  “Soundie”-  for  Mills’  Novelty 
Company’s  “Panoram.” — (dime-in-the- 
slot  machines  to  you  guys),  “Here  Come 
the  Marines,”  starring  Jimmy  Roosevelt. 


Add  as  another  case  of  poor  titling : 
The  CONSENT  decree. 


^T.  ILOUIIS 

gPYROS  SKOURAS,  who  got  his  start  in 
filmdom  as  a part  owner  in  the  old 
Olympia  Theatre  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent municipal  auditorium,  was  here  in  the 
interest  of  the  $10,000,000  fund  for  the 
Greek  War  relief  program.  The  money 
is  to  be  used  to  purchase  food,  clothing 
and  medical  supplies. 

071  the  eve  of  the  annual  gridiron  bat- 
tle between  St.  Louis  University  and  Wash- 
ington University,  Maestro  Larry  Clinton 
at  Fanchon  & Marco’s  Fox  Theatre  pre- 
sented Coach  "Dukes”  Duford  of  St.  Louis 
U.  and  Coach  Frank  Loebs  of  Washing- 
ton U and  also  the  glee  clubs  and  root- 
ers from  both  schools. 

Various  theatres  in  St.  Louis  and  St. 
Louis  county  on  the  night  of  December  7 
will  sell  health  buttons  to  help  swell  the 
fund-raising  drive  of  the  Tuberculosis  and 
Health  Society  of  St.  Louis. 

Pappy  Cheshire,  director  of  the  KMOX 
hillbilly  troupe  who  had  a leading  role  in 
Republic’s  "Barnyard  Follies”  to  be  given 
its  local  first  run  this  month,  is  now  known 
as  grandpappy  since  his  daughter  recent- 
ly gave  birth  to  a baby.  "Grandpappy” 
has  already  signed  up  for  four  more  pic- 
tures to  be  made  during  1941. 

“The  Male  Animal,”  with  Elliott  Nu- 
gent and  Julie  Stevens,  the  latter  a lo- 
calite  and  grad  of  St.  Louis  Little  The- 
atre, grabbed  $15,000  in  nine  shows  at 
American  ending  November  30.  Top  was 
$2.80. 


Indianapolis  Variety 
Club  Fetes  Marc  Woli 

Indianapolis — Marc  Wolf  was  feted  by 
local  Variety  Club  members  last  week  with 
one  of  the  biggest  stag  shows  ever  held. 
He  was  honored  for  his  work  during  the 
last  year  as  chief  barker.  Carl  Niesse 
was  chairman  of  the  affair  and  Irv  Fend- 
rick  provided  the  big  midnight  spread. 
Entertainment  was  furnished  by  the  en- 
tire Fox  Theatre  show. 

New  officers  of  the  club  will  take  over 
the  organization’s  affairs  at  the  New 
Year’s  party  and  John  Harris  and  Robert 
O’Donnell,  national  officers,  have  prom- 
ised to  attend. 

The  local  club  will  sponsor  a big  free 
show  for  the  kiddies  on  Monday,  De- 
cember 23,  at  Keith’s  Theatre,  at  which 
time  Christmas  gifts  will  be  distributed. 
Art  Landes  is  chairman  of  the  affair. 


An  Extensive  Remodeling 
For  Gem  in  Platteville 

Platteville,  Wis. — An  extensive  remod- 
eling program  is  planned  for  the  Gem  by 
A.  C.  Berkholtz,  who  acquired  the  house 
recently.  The  inside  will  be  entirely  re- 
modeled and  redecorated,  and  other  im- 
provements will  include  a new  front  and 
canopy,  new  toilet  rooms  and  a new  venti- 
lating system. 

Berkholtz  also  operates  the  West  Bend 
and  Mermac,  West  Bend,  Wis.,  and  the 
Rivoli,  Two  Rivers,  Wis. 


Book  Combination 

St.  Louis — Astor  Pictures’  combination 
of  “Scarface”  and  “Sky  Devils”  has  been 
booked  for  playing  time  over  the  entire 
circuit  by  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co., 
Fanchon  & Marco  affiliate. 
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KMTA  Will  Convene  Call  for  "Letter  and  Spirit" 

In  Kaycee  Offices  Observance  of  the  Decree 


Kansas  City — The  Kansas-Missouri 
Theatres  Ass’n  will  hold  its  annual  elec- 
tion and  convention  at  221  West  18th  St., 
here,  on  December  17,  President  Frank 
Cassil,  Rialto,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  announced 
here  this  week. 

The  annual  sessions  will  open  at  10 
a.  m.  There  will  be  a free  luncheon,  and 
no  registration  fee. 

The  association  plans  an  analysis  of 
the  consent  decree  and  its  effect  on  ex- 
hibitors, and  it  will  take  up  also  matters 
of  legislation,  of  especial  interest  since 
the  legislatures  of  Kansas  and  Missouri 
meet  early  next  year. 


Copeland  to  Kansas  City; 
Manire  to  Des  Moines 

Des  Moines,  Ia. — Ray  Copeland,  who  has 
been  selling  Paramount  pictures  in  Iowa 
since  Paramount  ads  were  signed  by  the 
Famous  Players-Lasky  Corp.,  will  be 
transferred  to  Kansas  City  as  manager 
of  the  Paramount  exchange  there  early 
in  January. 

J.  T.  Manfre,  manager  of  the  Kansas 
City  Paramount  office,  will  take  over  the 
Des  Moines  territory. 

Copeland  joined  the  Paramount  or- 
ganization here  in  1921  when  Cecil  B. 
De  Mine’s  “Forbidden  Fruit”  and  “The 
Affairs  of  Anatole”  were  film  headliners. 

He  became  manager  of  the  exchange  in 
1925  when  Dorothy  Mackaill  in  “His  Chil- 
dren’s Children”  and  the  Thomas  Meighan- 
Lila  Lee  “Homeward  Bound”  were  part  of 
his  company’s  product.  He  has  directed 
Paramount  sales  in  this  territory  since. 

The  transfer  of  managers  was  an- 
nounced by  Charles  Reagan,  Paramount’s 
western  division  manager,  who  visited  this 
area  last  week. 


Continue  Ben  Blotchy  as 
Twin  City  Chief  Barker 

Minneapolis — Ben  Blotcky  continues  as 
chief  barker  of  the  Twin  City  Variety 
Club.  The  Paramount  branch  manager 
was  unanimously  re-elected  by  the  board 
of  directors  to  which  he  had  been  named 
by  the  largest  vote  accorded  to  any  of  the 
nominees. 

Joe  Podoloff,  20th-Pox  branch  manager, 
was  re-elected  treasurer.  Other  officers 
chosen  were:  Frank  McCormick,  first  as- 
sistant chief  barker;  “Hy”  Chapman,  Co- 
lumbia branch  manager,  second  assistant 
chief  barker,  and  Maitland  Frosch,  equip- 
ment company  owner,  secretary. 


Overbuying  Is  Charged 
In  Action  by  Ratner 

Minneapolis — L.  B.  Schwartz,  local  at- 
torney, has  filed  a $60,000  damage  suit 
for  Dave  Ratner,  White  Bear,  Minn.,  ex- 
hibitor, against  Mrs.  J.  L.  Jensen  who  also 
has  a theatre  in  the  same  town.  It  is  al- 
leged that  Mrs.  Jensen  injured  Ratner  in 
that  amount  by  overbuying  product  to  keep 
it  from  the  plaintiff.  Mrs.  Jensen  had 
the  only  White  Bear  theatre  until  Ratner 
came  into  the  town.  She  recently  bought 
the  Ratner  house  at  a sheriff’s  sale,  but 
he  is  still  in  possession  of  it. 


Kansas  Independents 
Hold  Three  Regionals 


LaCrosse,  Kas. — Three  regional  meet- 
ings of  the  new  Kansas  Independent  The- 
atres Ass’n  were  held  throughout  the  state 
this  week  in  an  effort  to  enlarge  the  or- 
ganization before  the  Kansas  legislature 
meets  in  January,  according  to  Ralph 
Lamed  of  the  Paramount  here,  who  is 
secretary  of  the  group. 

On  Wednesday,  December  4,  the  meet- 
ing was  at  Pratt;  December  5,  Indepen- 
dence, and  December  6,  Topeka.  The 
meetings  all  began  at  2 in  the  afternoon. 

“We  are  striving  to  build  our  member- 
ship as  large  as  possible  before  the  legis- 
lature meets,”  Lamed  said.  “Also  we  want 
every  corner  of  the  state  represented,  in 
order  to  have  our  membership  built  up 
before  the  state-wide  meeting  in  Febru- 
ary, at  which  time  new  officers  and  di- 
rectors will  be  elected. 

“Enthusiasm  is  growing  at  every  meet- 
ing we  hold,  and  everyone  attending  is 
realizing  the  necessity  of  our  organiza- 
tion,” he  added. 

Among  matters  discussed  was  the  ef- 
fect on  independent  buying  of  the  new 
consent  decree. 


Kansas  City  Variety  Club 
Names  New  Directorate 

Kansas  City — Entering  its  seventh  year. 
Variety  Club  elected  a new  group  of  di- 
rectors, who  in  turn  will  select  the  new 
officers. 

The  new  group  named  Monday  night 
include  Ward  Scott,  20th-Fox;  Finton 
Jones,  Travelers  Insurance  Co.;  H.  J.  Grif- 
fith, H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres,  Inc.;  Arthur 
Cole,  Paramount;  O.  K.  Mason  and  C.  A. 
Schultz,  Commonwealth  Theatres;  Robert 
F.  Withers,  Republic-Midwest;  George 
Baker,  Baker  Enterprises;  Jay  Means,  Oak 
Park,  and  Bagdad  (retiring  chief  barker) ; 
Sam  Abend  of  Film  Delivery,  and  Jerry 
Zigmond  of  the  Newman. 

Delegates  to  the  national  convention 
are  Jay  Means  and  R.  R.  Biechele.  Alter- 
nates are  Bob  Withers  and  H.  J.  Griffith. 


Northwest  Allied  Seeks 
Reduction  in  Scale 

Minneapolis — A reduction  of  10  to  15 
per  cent  in  the  prevailing  scale  for  booth 
operators  is  now  being  sought  by  North- 
west Allied  for  independent  exhibitors 
here.  Organization  claims  that  recent  and 
impending  business  conditions,  as  they  af- 
fect theatres,  necessitate  such  a cut. 


Credit  to  the  Trade 

Kiester,  Minn. — One  of  the  finest  small- 
town theatres  in  the  middlewest  is  the 
New  Kee,  363-seater  opened  here  recent- 
ly by  W.  D.  Rasmussen,  who  also  operates 
the  Tivoli  at  LeRoy,  Minn.  It  boasts  lux- 
urious lounge  rooms,  a first-class  projec- 
tion booth  and  indirect  neon  lighting. 


Minneapolis — Characterizing  the  gov- 
ernment “appeasement”  in  consenting  to 
the  consent  decree  as  “merely  another 
Munich,”  the  local  Allied  unit  predicts  that 
“this  Munich  will  be  the  forerunner  of  a 
devastating  battle  in  which  both  distribu- 
tors and  exhibitors  are  going  to  emerge 
scarred  and  battle-torn,  if  the  letter  and 
not  the  spirit  of  this  decree  is  going  to 
apply  to  the  industi’y.” 

Saying  that  Barney  Balaban,  president 
of  Paramount,  had  stated  to  the  trade 
press  that  Paramount  would  not  offer  for 
licensing  any  block  of  five  pictures  in  a 
given  territory  under  consent  decree  pro- 
visions until  previous  groups  have  been 
bought  and  booked,  the  imit  in  letter  to 
Balaban  charges  him  with  intention  to 
violate  both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
decree. 

For  ratifying  the  document,  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  and  the  federal  court  are 
bitterly  assailed  by  Northwest  Allied. 

“An  all-time  high  for  something  in 
American  jurisprudence  history,  involving 
the  justice  department  and  our  federal 
courts,”  says  the  letter,  “is  involved  in 
Thurman  Arnold’s  abject  surrender  of  the 
position  outlined  in  his  original  complaint, 
his  statements  to  the  trade  press  on  the 
code,  his  testimony  before  the  Senate  sub- 
committee considering  the  Neely  divorce- 
ment bill,  his  veroai  statements  to  Allied 
leaders  and  the  federal  court’s  signing  of 
the  decree  in  the  face  of  the  overwhelm- 
ing and  unanimous  opposition  of  every  ex- 
hibitor association  in  the  industry.” 

Relative  to  the  sales  policy  which  Bala- 
ban is  quoted  as  having  announced,  the 
letter  asserts: 

‘Since  you  state  that  you  (Balaban)  will 
have  several  features  and  groups  of  fea- 
tures available  at  the  time  the  consent  de- 
cree goes  into  effect,  it  is  very  clear  that 
you  are  making  the  buying  of  one  feature, 
or  group  of  features,  conditioned  upon  the 
buying  and  booking  of  another  feature  or 
group  of  features. 

“If  your  statement  reflects  Paramoimt’s 
true  position,  it  becomes  apparent  that  ex- 
hibitors’ worst  fears  will  be  realized  in  the 
block-of-five  sales  plan — namely,  that 
there  will  be  no  selectivity  and  the  per- 
mission granted  the  distributor  to  change 
the  combinations  of  features  in  groups  as 
it  from  time  to  time  may  determine,  is  just 
so  many  words  in  the  decree  without  any 
value.” 

Balaban  is  advised  in  the  letter  that 
Northwest  Allied  will  be  compelled  to  turn 
to  both  state  and  national  legislative  relief 
“in  an  endeavor  to  ameliorate  and  miti- 
gate the  crushing  burdens  which  will  be 
imposed  upon  independent  exhibitors.” 
The  reason  for  this,  it  is  argued,  is  that 
“there  has  been  a complete  recession  on 
the  government’s  part,  as  marked  by  the 
decree,  from  the  original  goal  to  outlaw 
producer- distributor  theatre  ownership, 
monopoly  and  restraint  of  trade,  block 
buying  and  booking  of  pictures,  etc.” 

It  is  pointed  out  that  “as  early  as  last 
August,”  Northwest  Allied  reached  the 
studied  conclusion  that  the  imposing  of 
the  decree  could  result  in  nothing  but 
ruin  and  chaos  for  Northwest  exhibitors, 
many  of  them  several  hundred  miles  re- 
moved from  the  Minneapolis  exchange 
center. 
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THROCKMORTON  has  been  so  sick! 
■"■Why,  he  had  worms  and  everything!  At 
least,  that’s  what  Betty  Olson  tells  us. 
Throckmorton,  says  the  bubbling  Betty, 
has  hair  just  the  color  of  Ralph’s  (Ralph 
denies  this).  Having  seen  those  tawny - 
coated  Amana  spaniels  of  which  Throck- 
morton is  one,  and  having  observed 
Ralph’s  pinkish  thatch  with  the  golden- 
freckled  nose  to  match,  we’re  inclined  to 
think  Betty’s  right.  Besides,  Betty  picked 
’em  both  out,  and  we  can  tell  by  looking 
at  her  clothes  that  she’s  got  a good  eye  for 
matching  colors. 

BRRr angle,  jangle!!!  It’s  10  bells  Smi- 
day  eve  . . . the  Claytons  are  eatmg  crack- 
ers in  bed  and  looking  over  competition 
roto  sections  (Boxoffice’s  personal  opin- 
ion is  that  there  areyi’t  any,  but  & Co.’s 
modest)  . . . anyhow,  the  door  bell  jangles, 
as  we  said  before  . . . Boxoffice  peers  out 
in  her  red  pajamas  and  startles  the  wait- 
ing messenger  boy  who  thrusts  a copy  of 
“Kitty  Foyle”  in  her  hands  and  gallops  off 
in  alarm.  “Kitty”  is  autographed  boldly  by 
Christopher  Franke  Scholl  Morley  in  the 
unmistakable  handwriting  of  Bill  Scholl 
. . . proving,  hurray,  that  Scholl  hadn’t 
lost  his  sense  of  humor  along  with  his 
promised  serialization  of  “Kitty”  in  Min- 
neapolis, Omaha  and  DM  . . . poor  Bill! 
He  set  ’em  all  up  and  they  all  poofed  out 
on  him — even  Clayton’s  offer  to  run  the 
thing  on  a one-shot  basis. 

Emil  Franke  says  he  married  an  Irish 
gal  who  was  the  daughter  of  a railroad 
man,  and  that’s  how  he  found  out  about 
boilermakers  . . . and  here  we  are  an  Irish 
gal  ourself  and  the  daughter  of  a railroad 
man.  But  hang  it  all,  we  never  knew 
what  a boilermaker  was  until  Emil  told  us. 
This  all  reminds  us  of  Mrs.  Emil’s  scarlet 
and  black  hat  . . . it’s  a dashing  number, 
somewhat  on  the  Tyrolean  side  but  with 
more  swoop  . . . leave  it  to  Mrs.  Franke  to 
get  hold  of  something  that’ll  make  we 
lowans  with  the  corn-fed  tastes  gape  ad- 
miringly . . . The  day  on  which  Scholl  and 
his  RKO  protege  expired  together  in  DM 
was  a notable  one  ...  it  included  every- 
thing from  boilermakers  to  an  art  exhibit 
which  Boxoffice  had  set  her  heart  on  at- 
tending earlier  in  the  day  . . . We’re  sorry 
to  lose  Ray  Copeland  over  at  Paramount. 
Ray’s  trading  spots  with  the  Kaycee  man- 
ager, we  understand. 

Naval  Reserve  Officer  George  Lofink, 
erstwhile  Universal  booker,  was  called  and 
took  off  from  DM  November  25  . . . any 
stray  Delilahs  can  get  in  touch  with  him 
at  the  Great  Lakes  Naval  training  station 
at  Northwestern.  Ralph  Olson,  Universal’s 
pink-headed  (and  golden- freckled  — see 
above)  salesman,  is  filling  in  the  gap  be- 
side Chuck  Elder  temporarily  . . . To  be 
read  by  Lou  Levy  only:  Now  is  the  time  for 
all  good  men  to  get  off  their  hospital  diets 
. . . It’s  the  Yule  season  when  folks  stuff 
themselves  as  well  as  turkeys,  and  besides 
you  are  now  plenty  thin,  Lou,  take  it  from 
us. 

Just  to  make  certain  that  Art  Anderson 
would  feel  good  and  bad  when  he  left  DM, 
the  Vitagraph  gang  gave  a party  for  him 
at  Bonnie  Mac’s  the  evening  before  he  left 
. . . Iowa  Film  had  a party  December  1 at 
the  Fort.  Last  week  the  National  Screen 
force  was  hunting  high  and  low  for  the 
current  issue  of  Boxoffice  when  Lou  Patz 
naively  set  them  back  on  their  heels  by 
announcing  that  he  threw  it  in  the  waste- 
paper  basket  where  he  always  tosses  all 
trade  papers  . . . but  Lou  knows  better 
now,  and  he  knows  that  in  DM  everybody 
reads  at  least  one  trade  paper  (you  know, 


the  one  beginning  with  “B”  and  wearing  a 
red  cover) . 

Ida  Goldman  is  the  new  National  Screen 
receptioness  since  Dolores  Maine  is  doing 
collections  . . . every  time  we  see  Metro’s 
Leo  at  the  beginning  of  an  M-G-M  whiz- 
zer,  we  remember  the  time  Harpo  sub- 
stituted for  him  at  the  opening  of  a Four 
Marx  Brothers’  pic — one  of  the  few  really 
funny  thmgs  we  ever  saw. 

Vacancies  on  the  Tri-States  December 
booking  chart  for  DM  Monday  gave  rise  to 
reports  that  the  G.  Ralph  Branton-Joe 
Deatch  Chicago  trip  was  really  a Christ- 
mas-week  feature  hunting  expedition  . . . 
Meanwhile  there  was  a hint  that  the  va- 
cant spots  might  not  be  so  serious  as  in- 
dicated with  both  ‘"Tin  Pan  Alley”  and 
‘•North  West  Mounted  Police”  tentatively 
set  to  be  held  over  . . . “Alley”  was  ex- 
pected to  stay  at  the  Paramount  until  it 
came  to  a dead  end;  the  redcoats  were  to 
be  limited  to  the  suburban  Roosevelt  while 
“Bitter  Sweet”  flavored  the  Des  Moines 
Theatre  program. 

Those  mountie  uniforms  being  displayed 
for  young  ’uns  in  the  town's  biggest  de- 
partment store  offered  a neat  brand  of  ex- 
ploitation for  Harry  Holdsberg’s  extra- 
price feature,  but  Eddie  Dunn  provided  a 
display  that  tops  it  ..  . Eddie’s  display  was 
right  in  his  Paramount  at  the  final  show- 
ing of  “Alley”  on  Iowa’s  Republican 
Thanksgiving  day  . . . Major  items  on  dis- 
play: nth  row,  Boxoffice  & Co.,  hum- 
mingi  row.  Bill  Scholl,  the  RKO  ex- 

ploiteer,  softly  whistling,  but  not  the  tunes 
from  the  Kay  Kyser  show  he’d  just  left; 
2Wi  row,  Harry  (Himself)  Holdsberg  prac- 
tically singing,  but  not  the  praises  of 
NWMP;  in  the  foyer,  Dunn,  dancing  for 
joy;  at  the  boxoffice — what  a jingle! 

Dave  Dewey,  former  maintenance  chief 
of  the  Tri-States  clan,  and  Mrs.  Dewey 
brought  their  youngest — he’s  five  now — 
back  to  DM  last  week  for  a tummy  repair 
by  his  family  doc  while  Ma  and  Pa  dis- 
cussed new  events  and  old  times  with  pals 
along  the  Row.  The  Roosevelt  got  some  un- 
expected publicity  when  Guy  A.  Miller,  a 
local  attorney,  lost  a billfold  containing  $32 
and  a $100  check  in  the  theatre  . . . With 
all  those  mounties  on  the  screen  at  the 
time,  it’s  a cinch  nobody  got  away  with  it. 

After  scaring  the  daylights  out  of  every 
other  competitor  in  the  first  week  of  the 
Tri  - States  Thanksgiving  - to  - Christmas 
managers’  drive,  Eddie  Dunn’s  getting  a 
spook  complex  . . . He’s  already  setting  up 
his  word-of-mouth  advertising  for  a mid- 
night horror  show  at  the  Paramount  on 
Friday  the  thirteenth,  but  he  can’t  tell  you 
yet  what  it’ll  be. 

OHicers  Are  Re-elected 
By  Musicians  Local  70 

Omaha — Members  of  Local  70,  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Musicians,  re-elected  all 
officers  for  1941.  They  are: 

Peter  Christmas,  president;  Ernest  Nor- 
din  sr.,  vice-president;  Harold  Pace,  secre- 
tary; M.  M.  Chaloupka,  treasurer.  Direc- 
tors are  Frank  Elias,  Art  Randall,  Len 
Garnet,  Marvin  George  and  Emil  Hoppe. 


Scripting  "Bad  Angels" 
Hollywood — Richard  H.  Landau  and 
William  A.  Ulman  jr.  are  scripting  “Two 
Bad  Angels,”  their  own  original,  for  Para- 
mount. 


Claims  Overuse  Has 
Killed  "Bargains" 


Kansas  City — Intelligent  use  of  double 
bills,  premiums  and  bargain  nights  once 
kept  theatres  here  and  elsewhere  in  a 
much  more  favorable  position,  according 
to  Ed  Rolsky  of  the  National,  subsequent 
run  house  here.  The  trouble  is  that  in- 
telligent use  of  these  “promotional”  ideas 
long  ago  was  discarded  for  a tooth  and 
claw,  wholesale  exploitation  of  them,  he 
points  out. 

Rolsky  has  been  singling  on  premium 
nights  since  he  started  giving  them  away. 
One  of  the  first  exhibitors  in  Kansas  City 
to  use  double  bills,  Rolsky  found  them  ef- 
fective if  used  one,  or  not  more  than  two, 
nights  each  week.  They  were  effective 
he  says,  when  used  in  that  way  much  as 
a “sale”  is  effective  in  the  promotion  of 
department  store  merchandise.  As  long 
as  doubles  were  a genuine  “special”  they 
attracted  large  crowds,  he  says,  but  as 
soon  as  exhibitors  began  to  use  them  most 
nights  in  the  week  and  finally  on  every 
night,  they  lost  their  appeal  and  were  of 
no  value  at  the  boxoffice. 

Rolsky  has  found  that  use  of  singles  on 
premium  nights  attracts  as  many  patrons 
as  doubles.  “If  a special  doesn’t  pull,  it 
won’t  do  any  good  to  pile  another  special 
on  top  of  it,”  he  believes.  Doubles,  be- 
cause misused  and  overused,  quickly  wore 
out  and  became  “necessary  evils.”  Pre- 
miums were  added.  They’re  wearing  out. 
Pretty  soon  exhibitors  have  to  use  triples 
and  quadruples,  at  which  point  they  begin 
to  wish  they  had  not  started  the  whole 
thing,  is  the  way  Rolsky  sees  the  problem. 

“Besides  increased  overhead,  multiple 
bills  have  cheapened  the  movies  in  the 
eyes  of  the  public,”  according  to  Rolsky. 
He  cites  a number  of  comments  by  the  pub- 
lic in  recent  weeks  indicating  that  these 
persons  are  so  worn  out  by  a trip  to  the 
theatre,  by  sheer  quantity,  that  they  swear 
they  won’t  go  back  for  a long  time.  What 
started  out  as  a boxoffice  stimulant  has 
ended  up  as  a boxoffice  deterrent,  Rolsky 
believes. 

The  only  way  to  a solution  seems  to  be 
through  a strong  cooperative  effort  by  ex- 
hibitors, particularly  independents;  and 
that  is  (difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
achieve,  he  adds. 


Toys  Lure  Youngsters  to 
Two  Des  Moines  Houses 

Des  Moines — More  than  4,000  young- 
sters jammed  the  Paramount  and  Des 
Moines  theatres  last  Saturday  to  get  the 
$125  worth  of  toys  given  away  at  the 
Younker  Department  Store’s  Kiddie  party. 

Names  were  drawn  to  determine  the 
youngsters  who  received  toys,  while  Tri- 
States  and  Universal  Pictures  cooperated 
by  showing  “Sandy  Gets  Her  Man”  for 
the  entire  group. 


Missouri  in  SU  Joseph 
Going  to  Double  Bills 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. — Dubinsky’s  Missouri 
Theatre  here  will  switch  to  double  feature 
programs  beginning  Sunday.  The  Mis- 
souri long  has  been  the  only  house  in  St. 
Joseph  where  only  single  features  were 
shown.  The  management  has  not  indi- 
cated whether  the  new  policy  will  be 
permanent. 
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gOB  CARNIE,  Kansas  salesman  for  Para- 
mount, was  “grounded”  following  a 
wreck  near  Tonganoxie,  Kas.  His  car  was 
sideswiped  and  forced  into  the  ditch  by  a 
trailer  truck.  It  was  badly  damaged  when 
it  hit  bottom.  Bob,  himself,  was  unin- 
jured. 

Paul  Hannon,  Lyric,  Plattsburg,  Mo.,  was 
in  town  bewailing  the  fall  of  snow  and  rain 
in  his  district,  which  was  greater  than  at 
Kansas  City.  At  the  same  time,  Paul 
pointed  out  the  snow  was  a good  omen  for 
the  future,  not  only  around  Plattsburg  but 
throughout  the  territory,  and  that  it 
promised  to  manufacture  future  boxoffice 
dollars. 

William  A.  Toplikar,  theatre  broker  and 
Pilmrow  figure,  as  co-chairman  of  the 
Greek  aid  committee  here,  was  one  of  the 
Kansas  Citians  who  participated  in  the 
breakfast  for  Spyros  Skouras,  national 
drive  leader,  last  week. 

On  the  Row:  J.  Ward  Spielman,  Gem, 
Baldwin,  Kas.;  Warren  Weber,  Fix,  St. 
John,  Kas.;  A.  J.  Simmons,  Plaza,  Bur- 
lington, Kas.;  F.  U.  Williams,  Delpheus, 
Carthage,  Mo.;  Mrs.  Abe  Shafer,  Shafer, 
Edgerton,  Mo.;  Paul  Taylor  and  Frank 
Weary,  Farris,  Richmond,  Mo.;  Elmer  Bills, 
Salisbury,  Boonville,  Huntsville,  Bruns- 
wick and  Glasgow,  Mo.;  Floyd  Hill,  Hill, 
Drexel,  Mo.;  Mrs.  E.  Nolan,  Ozark,  Cass- 
ville.  Mo. 

Don  Woods  of  Warner  Bros.,  Wichita, 
was  circulating  on  Pilmrow  Monday  . . . 
Harry  Taylor  and  Bill  Warner,  two  for- 
mer Kansas  Citians,  were  in  from  the 
west  coast  this  week  . . . The  skeleton 
of  the  Newman’s  marquee  was  exposed  to 
the  harsh  elements  last  week.  The  theatre, 
including  the  marquee,  is  undergoing  re- 
modeling. 

That  Peterson  Freezem  bowling  team 
(G.  A.  Peterson,  Leon  Abraham  of  RKO, 
Harlan  Everett  of  Metro,  Gary  Hodson  of 
20th-Fox,  and  Al  Armstrong)  last  week 
“took”  the  Independence,  Mo.,  team 
sponsored  by  Loren  Turner  of  the  May- 
wood.  The  margin  was  205  pins. 

K.  H.  Gaston  of  the  Mayflower,  Plor- 
ence,  Kas.,  was  injured  in  an  automobile 
wreck  November  27  between  Newton  and 
Plorence.  The  car  was  nigh  demolished 
when  it  hit  a truck,  which  didn’t  stop. 
Gaston’s  car  rolled  on  him.  He  was  taken 
home  to  Plorence  and  then  to  the  hos- 
pital at  Newton,  reports  Tommy  (Uni- 
versal) Thompson,  who  was  through  Plor- 
ence a day  or  so  after  it  happened. 

More  Filmrow  visitors:  Roy  Culley, 
Medicine  Lodge,  Kas.,  Mrs.  and  their 
daughter  and  son;  A.  F.  Higgins,  St, 
Mary’s,  Kas.  . . . The  new  Melba  at  Bates- 
ville.  Ark.,  was  opened  last  week  by  Com- 
monwealth Theatres. 

Don  (Hifi)  Davis  reports  the  sale  of 
RCA  sound  to  the  Melba;  to  M.  Jay’s 
new  house  at  Cordell,  Okla.;  to  the  new 
theatre  at  Coweta,  Okla.;  to  the  Park 
at  Fayetteville,  Ark.;  to  R.  E Conrad’s 
new  Ritz,  Wichita,  Kas.;  Ed  Davis’  West 
at  Parsons,  Kas.,  and  the  Harris,  Hugo- 
ton,  Kas. 

An  unusual  but  appropriate  name  for 
E.  Van  Hyning’s  new  theatre  in  Ottawa, 
Kas.,  was  selected  last  week  after  a prize 
competition.  The  theatre  has  been  named 
the  Tauy,  pronounced  “toy,”  the  name  of 
an  Ottawa  Indian  chief  prominent  in  the 
early  history  of  the  Ottawa  district. 

Jack  Gregory  of  Altec  Service;  Mrs. 


Gregory  and  their  Dobermann  Pinscher, 
Champion  Anthony  of  Dawn,  went  to  Chi- 
cago the  other  day.  Champion  Anthony 
did  okay  in  a dog  show  in  which  he  was 
entered. 

Norris  Cresswell,  photographer , is  chair- 
man of  the  banquet  and  ball  New  Year’s 
eve  of  the  Heart  of  America  Showmen’s 
Club  at  the  Hotel  Phillips.  Cresswell  is 
past  president  of  the  organization. 

Effective  December  7,  the  Universal  ex- 
change here  goes  on  a five-day  week. 
Booking  hours  will  be  from  10  to  4,  and 
office  hours  from  8:30  to  5:30.  A booker 
and  stenographer  for  emergency  only  will 
be  available  Saturdays,  according  to  Larry 
Klein,  office  manager  and  head  booker. 


Bill  Elson  Will  Remain 
At  Minneapolis  Palace 

Minneapolis — Bill  Elson  has  decided  to 
remain  at  the  Palace,  instead  of  moving 
to  the  Alvin,  as  previously  contemplated. 
His  present  policy  is  subsequent-run  dou- 
ble features  and  several  cash  nights  a 
week  at  15  cents.  The  plans  of  Harry 
Katz  and  Harry  Hirsch,  who  quit  at  the 
Alvin  after  seven  weeks  of  stage  shows 
and  pictures,  are  still  indefinite. 


Dual  Chore  for  Stevens 
Hollywood — George  Stevens  will  pro- 
duce and  direct  “Storm  Over  Louisiana” 
for  Columbia. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 
1820  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  HA.  7472 

Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

VCansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp'i 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


Weekly  Stage  Show 
Stirs  Trade  Ire 


St.  Paul — As  though  radio  competition 
over  the  air  waves  isn’t  bad  enough,  ex- 
hibitors here  now  are  getting  it  on  the 
stage  in  consequence  of  the  big  show  be- 
ing offered  at  the  Municipal  Auditorium 
every  Saturday  night  by  station  KSTP, 
one  of  the  Twin  City  NBC  outlets,  in  con- 
junction with  the  St.  Paul  Dispatch-Pio- 
neer Press,  this  town’s  only  newspaper. 

Claiming  the  overflow  crowds  of  more 
than  3,000  people  attending  the  shows 
represent  trade  diverted  from  their  show- 
houses,  the  exhibitors  are  waxing  wrathy 
and  have  asked  Northwest  Allied  to  use  its 
influence  to  halt  this  new  opposition. 

The  exhibitors  are  particularly  irked  be- 
cause the  shows  are  staged  in  a building 
which  they,  as  taxpayers,  partly  own  and 
which  they  have  helped  to  build  and  sup- 
port. Moreover,  they  don’t  like  the  idea 
of  the  newspaper,  which  collects  heavy  ad- 
vertising revenue  from  them,  helping  to 
sponsor  these  opposition  shows  and  giving 
them  much  gratis  advertising  and  publicity. 

A three-hour  show  is  put  on  for  30  cents, 
including  tax. 

The  radio  station  and  newspaper  of- 
ficials assert  that  most  of  the  patronage 
for  the  shows  is  attracted  from  out-of- 
town  and  that,  therefore,  they  are  helpful 
to  St.  Paul  and  its  merchants.  They  doubt 
that  any  harm  is  done  to  the  exhibitors. 
Regardless  of  such  contentions,  however, 
the  exhibitors  insist  the  principle  of  the 
thing  is  wrong  and  that  there  is  danger 
“the  thing  will  spread.” 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 


K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cass.il,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 
Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 
Phone:  Hlland  2694 


FILM  LABORATORIES 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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J^UCKY  Lowell  Kaplan.  He  won  the  $25 
“Bank  Night”  pot  at  the  Twin  City 
Variety  club  last  Saturday  night.  And  he 
was  on  hand  for  the  drawing  so  he  col- 
lected. It  was  a five  weeks’  accumulation 
. . . Having  seen  all  the  Minnesota  foot- 
ball games  here  and  away  from  home  this 
season,  Abe  A.  Kaplan,  independent  cir- 
cuit owner,  was  one  of  a number  of  lay- 
men asked  by  Merle  Potter  to  select  an 
All-Conference  team  for  his  Times-Tri- 
bune  column  . . . Harold  Lyons,  20th-Fox 
salesman,  will  leave  December  20  for  Los 
Angeles  to  spend  Christmas  with  his  pal. 
Tommy  Charack,  formerly  with  Warner 
here  and  now  with  the  same  company  in 
the  California  metropolis. 

That  beautiful  model,  formerly  pursued 
by  Sammy  Berg,  Esquire  manager,  is  now 
the  pursuer,  according  to  the  loop  reports 
. . . Duane  Becker,  Paramount  booker, 
driving  a new  car  . . . W.  H.  Workman, 
M-G-M  branch  manager,  has  recovered 
from  his  recent  illness  and  Frank  Hensler, 
Kansas  City  branch  manager,  who  was 
pinchhitting  for  him,  has  returned  to  his 
own  post.  Workman  attended  the  fare- 
well dinner  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  for  Jack 
Flynn,  district  manager,  who  has  moved 
his  headquarters  to  Chicago.  He  also  was 
present  at  a sales  meeting  in  Chicago. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Bernie  Larkin,  Madelia,  Minn.; 
Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.;  Jack 
Hey  wood.  New  Richmond,  Wis.;  Bill  Wer- 
ner, LeSeur,  Minn.,  and  Leo  Backer, 
Browns  Valley,  Minn.  . . . Eddie  Stoller, 
United  Artists  booker,  driving  a new  car 
. . . The  Warner  staff  has  booked  the  Hotel 
Radisson  Italian  Room  for  its  Chi-istmas 
party  . . . Jerry  Jonas,  M-G-M  homeoffice 


PAIR  of  drum  majors  of  no  mean  re- 
pute are  Arlo  Thompson  and  Joe  Field- 
man,  observers  along  Lake  Mills’  Main 
Street  report  ...  At  any  rate,  they  weren’t 
satisfied  with  realistic  sound  effects  aboard 
Thompson’s  sound  truck  while  ballyhooing 
“Strike  Up  the  Band”  for  Thompson’s 
Mills  Theatre  . . . They  were  adding  real- 
ism by  taking  turns  swinging  a shiny  glass 
b-b-b-baton — a quick  one,  a short  one. 


“Drive  through  town  until  you  find  a 
new,  green  Dodge  sedan.  George’ll  be  some- 
where close.”  That’s  the  advice  Mrs.  Hake 
gives  all  the  salesmen  who  look  for  George 
in  Belmond  these  days.  (Confidentially, 
you’ll  save  some  gas  if  you  look  in  front 
of  the  pool  hall  first) . 


In  case  we  haven’t  mentioned  it  before, 
the  gal  getting  all  the  attention  around 
Ray  Schrodt’s  State  in  Ackley  these  days, 
is  the  baby  sister  who’s  taking  the  spot- 
light away  from  Ray’s  boy  ...  If  we  have 
mentioned  it  before,  it’s  worth  another 
paragraph  anyway — and  if  you  don’t  be- 
lieve that,  just  ask  Ray. 


Yessir,  it  takes  a well-operated  theatre 
to  know  when  to  burn  down.  Now  there’s 
Frankie  Rubel’s  Grundy  Center  film  plant, 
for  example.  The  house  smoked  itself  well 
into  eternity  before  scarlet  fever  made  the 
town  break  out  and  stay  in  at  the  same 
time  ...  all  of  which  has  been  keeping 
the  Centrists  too  busy  to  be  standing  in 
line  at  the  picture  house  portals  if  there 
were  any. 


checking  department  head,  is  recovering 
from  a major  operation  at  the  Mayo  clinic. 
Rochester,  Minn. 

Bill  Evidon,  Columbia  office  manager, 
buying  a new  car  . . . Helen  Johnson  of 
Pantages  can  qualify  as  the  champion 
shopper.  She’s  already  completed  her 
Christmas  shopping  . . . Columbia  office 
girls  entertained  for  Cerna  Martin  who  is 
engaged  to  wed  . . . The  Volk  brothers  have 
closed  product  deals  with  M-G-M,  20th- 
Fox  and  Warner  for  their  entire  circuit  . . . 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  western 
division  sales  manager,  in  town  with  R.  C. 
LiBeau,  district  manager  . . . The  mother 
of  Emma  Fenske,  M-G-M  cashier,  passed 
away  at  Boyd,  Mimi.  W.  H.  Workman  and 
Bill  Cameron  from  the  M-G-M  office  at- 
tended the  funeral. 

They’re  having  a turkey  raffle  at  the 
Twin  City  Variety  Club  tonight  . . . Minne- 
sota Amusement  Company  theatres  are  us- 
ing trailers  on  their  screens  in  a vigorous 
campaign  to  push  the  sale  of  “Happiness 
Books,”  containing  coupons  redeemable  at 
its  theatres,  for  Christmas  gifts  . . . The 
Twin  City  Variety  club  will  give  a Christ- 
mas party  for  the  children  of  those  en- 
gaged in  the  theatre  and  film  business  . . . 
“Nickey”  Goldhammer,  RKO  district  man- 
ager, visited  the  Des  Moines  exchange  . . . 
Now  that  the  football  season — and  what 
a wonderful  one  it  was  for  Minnesota  ad- 
herents with  the  Gophers  going  through 
undefeated  and  being  acclaimed  national 
champions  by  most  of  the  authorities — 
many  of  the  film  boys  are  at  a loss  as  to 
what  to  do  on  Saturday  afternoons.  There 
was  a veritable  army  of  football  fans 
among  the  film  and  theatre  contingent. 


Eleven  months — and  Boxoffice  & Co. 
are  still  so  oblivious  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  that  they  parked  the  Pontiac  smack- 
dab  in  front  of  Howard  Pollard’s  Reinbeck 
Theatre  and  were  blowing  their  coffee 
across  the  street  before  they  discovered  the 
entertainment  emporium.  The  Pollards 
were  in  California  for  Thanksgiving  turkey, 
anyway  . . . but  they’re  due  back  about 
anytime  if  not  already.  Miss  Jacobson’s 
been  keeping  the  bright  lights  burning  dur- 
ing their  absence. 


W.  H.  Downey  who  bought  the  Grand  at 
Grand  Junction  so  that  T.  J.  Rinehart 
could  go  to  the  west  coast  for  his  health,  is 
from  Guernsey,  la.,  we  learn  . . . Downey 
is  running  the  Grand  on  two  changes  a 
week. 


Bob  Malek  of  Gladbrook  and  Indepen- 
dence was  glooming  around  Universal  as 
was  Harry  Herman  of  the  Fireman’s  Hall 
in  New  Hampton  . . . the  boys  want  holi- 
day product  and  they  want  it  bad  . . . but 
they’re  not  going  to  be  somebody’s  Santa 
Claus  to  get  it. 


Lou  Patz  says  he  designed  those  new 
frames  out  front  at  Hiersteiner’s  Family 
Theatre  . . . and  maybe  that’s  what  those 
National  Screen  accessories  fit  so  nicely 
. . . it’s  the  same  story  at  Louis  Gaines’ 
Co-Ed  in  Fairfield. 


Very  popular  here’n  there  coz  of  a lit- 
tle pre-Thanksgiving  thoughtfulness  is  Doc 
Twedt  of  the  Lido  in  Manly  these  days. 


Seek  Conference  on 
Clearance  Problems 


Minneapolis — Northwest  Allied  has  re- 
quested film  exchange  heads  here  for  a 
conference  to  go  into  the  matter  of  clear- 
ance thoroughly,  threshing  out  all  griev- 
ances. 

The  request  was  prompted  at  this  time 
by  the  fact  that,  according  to  Northwest 
Allied,  some  distributors  arbitrarily  have 
moved  up  the  clearance  between  20  and 
25  cent  houses  from  two  to  three  weeks 
“without  consulting  affected  exhibitors.” 

A 30-day  postponement  of  such  clear- 
ance changes  also  is  requested  by  North- 
west Allied  in  connection  with  the  entire 
zoning  proposition. 

Background  Work  Lags  for 
Seguel  to  "Boys  Town" 

Omaha — Due  to  lack  of  sunshine,  back- 
ground work  on  “Men  of  Boys  Town”  here 
is  running  far  behind  schedule,  according 
to  O.  O.  Dull,  in  charge  of  the  technicians 
here  for  the  shots.  Picture  will  be  a se- 
quel to  “Boys  Town”  which  Metro  made 
here  two  years  ago. 

Both  pictures  star  Spencer  Tracy  and 
Mickey  Rooney.  Tracy  portrays  Father 
Flanagan,  founder  and  head  of  Boys  Town, 
a city  made  up  of  boys  and  run  by  boys 
about  10  miles  west  of  Omaha. 

Dull  expected  to  have  his  staff  here 
about  two  weeks.  So  far  they  have  been 
here  a month  and  less  than  half  the  back- 
ground shots  have  been  completed,  he  said. 


National  Screen  Promotes 
Clever  Holiday  Trailer 

Des  Moines — More  than  100  Iowa  ex- 
hibitors have  “the  following  business  firms 
and  professional  men  joining  with  the 
management  of  this  theatre  in  extending 
holiday  greetings”  in  their  home  towns 
for  some  extra  theatre  income  this  year. 

National  Screen  Service  promoted  the 
idea,  providing  the  heading  and  charg- 
ing a flat  fee  per  one-line  name  in  mak- 
ing up  the  holiday  trailer  for  each  thea- 
tre. 

Joe  Fieldman  sold  the  idea  to  exhibi- 
tors and  exhibitors  sold  it  to  business  men, 
who  hope,  through  it,  to  sell  themselves 
to  the  public. 


Schuster  Directs  Withers 
Hollywood — Harold  Schuster  will  direct 
the  next  Jane  Withers  vehicle,  “A  Very 
Young  Lady,”  at  20th-Fox. 

(<  0 

Demand  an  End  to 
Hikes  on  Specials 

Minneapolis — Boosted  admissions  ior 
special  pictures  are  opposed  by  North- 
west Allied.  In  a resolution  putting  the 
body  on  record  against  the  policy  used 
for  "Gone  With  the  Wind/'  "Boom  Town" 
and  "North  West  Mounted  Police/'  the 
body  says  the  opposition  is  based  on  ex- 
hibitor members'  experience  with  the 
first  two  named  films. 

The  same  resolution  demands  that  "Ari- 
zona" be  released  on  the  1939-40  con- 
tracts and  that  rental  terms  for  "The 
Great  Dictator"  be  lowered. 

VS 


....AW,  SHUCKS!. 

— — From  the  Tall  Corn— By  KEN  and  RENE  CLAYTON 
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Will  Analyze  Decree 
Al  AMPTO  Meeling 

Pittsburgh — The  consent  decree  will  be 
foremost  among  several  important  sub- 
jects to  be  taken  up  at  a membership 
meeting  of  the  AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.  at  ex- 
hibitor headquarters’  Assembly  Hall  Mon- 
day noon,  December  9.  Luncheon  will  be 
served  at  12:30. 

In  a plea  directed  at  “outside,”  or  in- 
dependent exhibitors,  urging  them  to  join 
the  local  Allied  unit,  Fred  Beedle,  newly- 
elected  president,  declares  that  “theatre 
owners  and  managers  will  find  it  impera- 
tive to  cooperate  with  their  fellow  ex- 
hibitors, now  that  the  consent  decree  has 
been  signed,  sealed  and  delivered. 

“The  ‘outside’  exhibitor  will  face  new 
problems  that  could  be  made  much  easier 
for  him  as  a member  of  our  association 
of  independent  theatre  owners.  Inter- 
change of  thoughts  and  solidification  of 
policy  will  naturally  prove  more  beneficial 
in  the  future  than  in  the  past  to  AMPTO 
members,  who  in  the  past  have  unselfish- 
ly shared  their  benefits  with  non-mem- 
ber exhibitors. 

“There  is  no  reason  now,  under  decreed 
conditions  of  the  industry,  for  any  boni- 
fide  independent  exhibitor  not  being  a 
member  of  our  organization.  The  ‘out- 
sider’ certainly  needs  all  the  help  he  can 
get,  and  with  us  he  will  make  our  group 
stronger  and  himself  more  secure. 

“We  plan  to  familiarize  all  independents 
with  the  new  problems  which  have  been 
decreed  to  this  industry.  'There  are  many 
questions  we  will  wish  to  ask  and  there 
are  numerous  problems  for  which  we  will 
have  the  answers.  We’ll  endeavor  to  in- 
quire as  to  all  particulars  regarding  the 
decree,  which  is  a new  code  for  the  in- 
dustry. We  guarantee  no  solutions  to  the 
new  industry  plans,  codes  or  policies,  but 
we  feel  that  our  membership  will  meet 
these  demands  as  presented.  Together, 
with  a larger  and  stronger  membership, 
we  believe  we  will  be  in  a position  to  offer 
a more  valuable  service  at  all  times.” 


AMPTO  Moving  Against 
"NWMP"  Price  Boost 

Pittsburgh — AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.  is  ex- 
pected to  take  action  on  the  increased  ad- 
mission price  policy  in  connection  with 
“North  West  Mounted  Police”  exhibitions 
as  requested  by  Paramount,  according  to 
spokesmen  this  week.  Members  of  the  local 
Allied  unit  will  meet  Monday  noon,  De- 
cember 9,  in  exhibitor  headquarters. 

Early  this  week  the  AMPTO  office  com- 
municated with  Abram  P.  Myers,  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  and  he  was  expected  to 
come  here  for  the  meeting.  His  subject 
was  to  be  an  analysis  of  the  consent  de- 
cree and  it  was  not  stated  whether  he 
would  remark  on  increased  admission 
prices. 


Hanauer  Enterprises  Open 
New  Beaver  Falls  House 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. — A.  Hanauer  Enter- 
prises opened  the  newly  constructed  State 
here  last  week,  with  Sam  S.  Hanauer  as 
manager.  The  State  adjoins  the  same 
owners’  Rialto  and  seats  536.  New  “B” 
house  was  designed  by  P.  C.  Dowler,  ar- 
chitect. 

Rialto  and  State  are  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  Sam  S.  and  Ralph  J.  Hanauer. 


41  Detroit  Theatres  Agree 
To  Close  Christmas  Eve 


Considerable  Theatre 
Building  in  Mideast 


Kansas  City — Considerable  theatre  ac- 
tivity is  reported  by  Boxoffice  corres- 
pondents in  four  mideastern  states,  in- 
cluding Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and 
West  Virginia.  Following  is  a breakdown 
of  the  activity: 

Ohio 

Beachwood — A new  950-seat  theatre  to 
be  called  the  Beachwood  is  under  con- 
struction. 

Bridgeport — A new  theatre  will  be  built 
on  the  site  on  which  the  old  Home  The- 
atre stands. 

Buffalo — A franchise  to  build  a drive- 
in  here  is  held  by  the  Drive-In  Theatre 
Management  of  Cleveland. 

Campbell — Plans  have  been  announced 
by  Leonard  Constantino  for  a 500-seat 
theatre  on  Wilson  Ave. 

Canton — This  district  now  has  its  first 
drive-in  known  as  the  Bluebird. 

Cleveland — A new  newsreel  house  is  be- 
ing erected  in  the  downtown  section. 

Columbus — Construction  on  three  new 
theatres  is  under  way  here. 

A new  drive-in,  known  as  the  Riverside 
Auto  Theatre,  has  been  built. 

Farmington — The  Farmington  was  com- 
pleted recently. 

Hamilton — John  Pekras  is  building  a 
new  house. 

Millersburg — The  Hoy  Russells’  new  500- 
seater  is  called  the  Russell. 

Norwalk — The  Schine  circuit  is  planning 
a new  $100,000  house  on  East  Main  St. 
to  seat  1,100. 

Rockney  River — ^Phil  Smith  has  open- 
ed a drive-in  here. 

Toledo — The  Drive-In  Theatre  Manage- 
ment of  Cleveland  holds  a franchise  to 
build  here. 

Urbana — A new  house  is  being  built  by 
John  Pekras. 

Warren — The  drive-in  theatre  recently 
erected  cost  $35,000  and  has  facilities  for 
parking  about  500  cars. 

W.  Huntington — Mrs.  John  Walters  is 
building  a new  theatre  to  be  known  as 
the  Abbot. 

Youngstown — A franchise  to  build  a 
drive-in  theatre  here  is  held  by  the  Drive- 
In  Theatre  Management  of  Cleveland. 

Pennsylvania 

Beaver  Falls — A new  house  was  opened 
here. 

Brockway — Joseph  B.  Kosko’s  theatre  is 
under  construction  now. 

Coudersport — The  Sylvan,  seating  ap- 
proximately 500,  had  a late  September 
opening. 

East  McKeesport — N.  A.  Malanos  is 
building  a new  theatre. 

Eldred — Orestes  J.  Maoris’  315  seater 
has  been  completed. 

Brooks  and  Gabriel  are  building  a thea- 
tre to  seat  200. 

Larksville — The  new  Larksville  made  its 
debut. 


Detroit — Accord  has  been  reached  here 
for  the  closing  of  41  theatres  on  Christ- 
mas Eve,  regardless  of  what  move  is  de- 
cided upon  by  the  opposition.  The  move 
was  started  by  Co-Operative  Theatres  of 
Michigan,  and  is  being  followed  by  non- 
members as  well. 

Special  trailers  are  being  prepared  by 
National  Screen  Service  at  cost  ($2.50 
each)  to  present  the  story  to  the  public. 
The  copy  theme  is  “In  order  that  our 
employes  may  spend  Christmas  Eve  with 
their  families,  we  shall  be  closed  Tuesday. 
Regular  performances  will  resume  Christ- 
mas Day.” 

Houses  agreeing  to  close  include  Komer 
and  Goldberg,  J.  C.  Ritter,  Fred  DeLod- 
der  and  Barney  Kilbride  for  their  en- 
tire circuits;  Lakeview,  Coliseum,  Willis, 
Pastime,  Stratford,  Iris,  Lakewood,  Nor- 
town,  Dix,  Myrtle,  Rupert,  Amo,  Booth, 
Arcadia,  Grande,  Campau,  Century,  Star, 
Rogers,  Lancaster,  Wolverine  and  Amster- 
dam. 


Cathedral  to  Bondurant 

New  Castle,  Pa. — The  Cathedral,  recent- 
ly reopened,  is  being  operated  by  Harry 
C.  Bondurant,  former  Ellwood  City  thea- 
treman. 


Library — The  Park  seating  500  opened 
on  September  11. 

Meadville — The  Meade  had  a Labor  Day 
opening.  It  seats  500  and  cost  approxi- 
mately $30,000. 

New  Bloomfield — T.  G.  Shiffer  is  build- 
ing a new  house. 

New  Wilmington — A new  theatre — the 
first  one  here — is  planned  with  a seating 
capacity  of  about  400. 

Philadelphia — The  Castor,  Simon  Fine- 
stone’s  new  house,  is  set  to  have  an  early 
opening. 

Pittsburgh — The  new  theatre  on  Green- 
field Ave.  was  opened  here  in  late  Sep- 
tember. 

Construction  on  the  600-seat  house  on 
Main  and  Melvin  Sts.  is  now  under  way. 

The  first  drive-in  theatre  near  South 
Park’s  entrance  accommodates  400  auto- 
mobiles. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  a theatre  to 
be  erected  in  Rural  Valley. 

Otto  Gratzer  is  operating  the  newly  con- 
structed theatre  here. 

Virginia 

Alexandria  — Monumental  Amusement 
Co.’s  new  theatre  seating  900  is  called 
the  Hume. 

Portsmouth — A new  house  is  under  con- 
struction here. 

West  Virginia 

East  Huntington — Ground  was  recently 
broken  for  a new  theatre. 

Huntington — The  Beverly  Amusement 
Co.  is  building  a new  house. 

Pine  Grove — James  Work  has  opened  a 
400-seat  theatre  here. 

The  Walter  Urling  circuit  is  also  build- 
ing a theatre. 

Shinnston — The  Rex  Theatre  Co.  has 
a new  580  seater  here. 

Wayne — Bob  Urling  manages  the  new 
Alpine  which  seats  400  and  is  the  newest 
link  in  the  Alpine  Circuit. 
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An  Industry  Career 
Is  Lee  Goldberg's 


By  ELSIE  LOEB 

JJVERYBODY  claims  a winner.  And  that’s 
why  Indiana,  Kentucky  and  Ohio  all 
lay  claim  to  Lee  Goldberg,  PRC  fran- 
chise owner  for  these  three  states,  who, 
within  the  past  month  has  moved  his 
central  operating  office  from  Cincinnati 
to  Cleveland. 

Lee  Goldberg  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
in  New  Albany,  Ind.  Soon  after  his  birth, 
his  parents  moved  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where 
he  received  his  education  and  his  start 
on  a career  in  the  motion  picture  industry. 

You’d  never  think  it  to  meet  him,  but 
Goldberg  is  a veteran  in  show  business. 
He  started  back  in  1906  as  press  agent 
for  the  Hopkins  Theatre  in  Louisville, 
then  a big-time  Keith  vaudeville  and  pic- 
ture house. 

“■Within  two  years,  however.”  Goldberg 
recalls,  “the  amusement  scene  changed, 
and  the  Hopkins  went  to  a straight  pic- 
ture policy — one  of  the  first  in  the  circuit 
under  O.  T.  Crawford  and  John  B.  Tippett 
to  detect  the  trend  of  the  times. 

“Those  were  the  days  of  the  nickel  store 
shows,”  Goldberg  went  on  to  say,  and 
“because  the  Hopkins  had  2,400  seats,  we 
advertised  it  as  ‘The  Biggest  Motion  Pic- 
ture Theatre  in  the  "World.’  And  maybe 
it  was,”  he  concluded. 

If  one  job  is  good,  two  jobs  are  better, 
the  young  and  ambitious  Goldberg  rea- 
soned. So,  while  handing  out  publicity  for 
the  Hopkins  Theatre,  he  also  handled  the 
advertising  for  Fontanne  Perry  Amuse- 
ment Park.  The  park  specialized  in  name 
bands  and  stars  and  Goldberg  recalls 
among  its  attractions,  Creatore  and  his 
famous  band,  A1  Jolson,  Fanny  Brice  and 
other  well-knowns. 

For  seven  years  Goldberg  played  this 
dual  job  policy,  but  in  1913  he  jumped 
the  fence  to  the  other  side  of  the  amuse- 
merit  field,  and  became  manager  of  the 
National  Theatre.  The  National  later 
merged  • with  the  Mary  Anderson  and 
Strand  under  the  Keith  banner,  and  he 
was  appointed  general  manager  for  the 
group  of  houses.  He  held  this  position  for 
three  years,  then  he  and  the  well-known 
Louisville  executive.  Col.  Fred  Levy, 
formed  Big  Feature  Rights  Exchanges. 

“That  was  before  national  exchanges 
were  accepted  institutions,”  Goldberg  went 


on  to  say,  “and  we  bought  the  original 
First  National,  "Warner,  Educational  and 
Columbia  franchises.  Our  territory  cov- 
ered Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Indiana.” 

Remembering  the  success  of  holding 
down  two  jobs  simultaneously,  the  owners 
of  the  newly  formed  Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges  decided  to  include  exhibition 
in  their  growing  interests.  “And  so,”  Gold- 
berg relates,  “during  the  period  between 
1916  and  1935,  Colonel  Levy  and  I became 
interested  in  14  theatres  in  the  Kentucky- 
Indiana  territory.” 

Long  ago  Goldberg  had  learned  to  pick 
his  business  associates  from  among  those 
who  had  achieved  success.  Or  maybe  it 
was  the  other  way  around,  those  who  were 
successful  recognizing  a bond  in  the  young 
Lee  Goldberg.  At  any  rate,  in  1928  Sol 
Lesser,  Colonel  Levy  and  Goldberg  formed 
Principal  Theatres  Corp.  to  own  and  oper- 
ate the  Riviera  Theatre  in  Anderson,  Ind., 
a house  still  theirs. 

A Sale  to  Warner 

“As  to  the  circuit  in  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  which  Colonel  Levy  and  I 
bought  in  1916,  we  sold  it  in  1931  to 
"Warner  Bros.  As  in  the  previous  instance 
of  the  merger  of  the  National  Theatre 
at  Louisville  with  the  Keith  interests, 
when  I stayed  with  the  new  organization, 
so  now  again,  with  the  sale  of  our  thea- 
tres to  "Warner,  I became  affiliated  with 
the  company  as  zone  manager.  For  two 
years  I carried  the  two  jobs  of  zone  mana- 
ger for  "Warner  and  operator  of  our  ex- 
change, but  in  1935  I bought  out  Colonel 
Levy’s  interest  in  Big  Feature  Rights  and 
decided  to  concentrate  exclusively  on  dis- 
tribution.” 

Here  is  where  Ohio  comes  into  the  pic- 
ture. As  sole  owner  of  Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges,  Goldberg  picked  Cincinnati 
as  the  most  central  distributing  point  and 
so  moved  from  Louisville  to  Cincinnati. 
The  exchange  prospered. 

Looking  over  Goldberg’s  career  of  34 
years,  it  is  plain  to  see  that  he  went  up 
the  ladder  recognizing  and  taking  ad- 
vantage of  each  change  in  the  industry. 
So  now,  again,  in  line  with  the  tendency 
toward  national  distribution,  Goldberg 
bought  a slice  of  Producers  Releasing  Corp. 
of  which  he  is  one  of  the  founders,  and 
at  the  present  time,  one  of  its  directors, 
with  a franchise  covering  the  Indian- 
apolis, Cincinnati  and  Cleveland  terri- 
tories. 

With  Cleveland  as  the  pivotal  point, 
Goldberg  has  moved  his  main  office  from 
Cincinnati.  The  new  PRC  home  office, 
located  in  the  Film  Bldg.,  is  spacious  and 
completely  modern.  Bernard  Rubin  is  here 
to  supply  all  the  answers  to  inquiring  ex- 
hibitors while  Jay,  only  son  of  Lee  Gold- 
berg, takes  care  of  the  dates.  In  addi- 
tion to  their  son,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goldberg 
have  a daughter,  Mrs.  Mitchell  Blach- 
schleger,  whose  husband  is  UA  office  man- 
ager in  Cincinnati. 


ft  ■■ 

Rug-Cutting  in 
Oral  Manner 

Massillon,  Ohio — It's  nothing  new  for 
hats,  gloves,  overshoes,  purses  and  in- 
numerable other  miscellaneous  articles 
to  be  left  in  a theatre,  but  even  L.  H. 
Solomon,  manager  of  the  Lincoln,  was 
amazed  when  a complete  set  of  both 
plates  of  false  teeth  was  discovered  bit- 
ing deep  into  the  carpet  beneath  an  aisle 
seat. 

■ J 


300  Friends  Attend 
Miller  Testimonial 

Cleveland — More  than  300  friends  of 
Dave  Miller,  Universal  district  manager, 
attended  the  testimonial  dinner  held  at  the 
Hollenden  Hotel  to  celebrate  his  20th  year 
with  Universal. 

Tliose  present  included  branch  managers 
and  salesmen  of  exchanges  in  his  district 
which  embraces  Cleveland,  Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh,  Buffalo  and  Albany.  William 
A.  Scully,  Universal  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager,  and  Tom  Murray, 
in  charge  of  exchanges,  came  on  from  New 
York,  and  George  Lynch  of  the  Schine  cir- 
cuit came  on  from  Gloversville,  N.  Y. 

Toastmaster  was  Joe  Bums,  general 
manager  of  the  DeWitt  hotel  chain.  Gloria 
Jean,  making  a personal  appearance  at  the 
RKO  Palace,  joined  the  party  for  a while 
sitting  at  the  speaker’s  table.  Miller  was 
presented  with  a cruise  for  himself  and  his 
wife. 


Litigation  Threat  Hovers 
Over  Ashland  Lease 

Ashland,  Ohio — The  Belpik  Theatre 
Corp.  of  Cleveland,  Schine  subsidiary,  has 
been  awarded  a 25-year  lease  of  the  audi- 
torium of  the  proposed  new  municipal 
building,  by  city  council,  after  considera- 
tion of  several  bids. 

Resulting  from  this  decision  came  the 
threat  of  a court  suit  to  be  brought  for  Leo 
H.  Malevan,  doing  business  as  the  Ohio 
Amusement  and  "Vending  Co.,  by  Attorney 
L.  A.  Straits.  He  charges  that  the  coun- 
cil rejected  the  highest  bid  and  accepted  a 
lower  by  $23,000. 

Mayor  Howard  A.  Lutz  contends  that  an 
incorrect  financial  statement  was  filed  by 
the  Ohio  Amusement  and  Vending  Co.  and 
that  council  accepted  the  highest  bid  that 
complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  adver- 
tisement. 

The  citizens  of  Ashland  voted  a bond 
issue  November  5.  for  the  building  of  a 
new  municipal  building,  with  the  under- 
standing that  a 25-year  lease  of  the  thea- 
tre will  yield  enough  income  to  retire  the 
bonds. 

Schine  interests  for  several  years  have 
operated  a theatre  in  the  auditorium  of  the 
present  municipal  building,  site  of  the  pro- 
posed new  structure. 


Massillon  Cash  Drawing 
Held  Despite  Police 

Massillon,  Ohio — With  city  police  on 
hand,  the  management  of  the  Lincoln 
Theatre  here  went  ahead  with  the  sched- 
uled Bank  Night  drawing,  despite  a city- 
wide ban  on  gambling  here. 

When  the  four  persons  whose  names 
were  drawn  to  share  in  a $750  “pot”  failed 
to  come  forward  to  claim  the  money,  the 
patrolmen  left  the  theatre. 

L.  H.  Solomon,  Lincoln  manager,  said 
he  would  hold  the  drawing  because  “we 
do  not  operate  a gambling  game.” 

Police,  it  was  said,  were  prepared  to 
make  an  arrest,  should  any  money  be  paid 
out. 

Theatres  here  as  well  as  at  other  places 
were  warned  recently  to  stop  “all  forms  of 
gambling.” 
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HBRAM  P.  MYERS  will  attend  the 
AMPTO  meeting  Monday  afternoon, 
December  9,  at  exhibitor  headquarters  . . . 
Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  who  has  just  been  pro- 
moted as  midwestern  district  manager  for 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  was  out  of  the  city  this  week 
attending  the  funeral  of  the  mother  of 
Thomas  Bailey,  with  M-G-M  at  Char- 
lotte. Mrs.  Bishop  jr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  are 
sisters  . . . Shirley  Jane  Vandergrift, 
daughter  of  Joe  Vandergrift,  20th-Pox  ac- 
cessory manager,  returned  home  from  a 
local  hospital  this  week  after  an  appen- 
dectomy. 

('harit.v  begins  at  home — help  those  in  our  in- 
dustry who  are  in  need.  Contribute  to  the  Film 
jMutual  Aid. 

Boxoffice  is  in  films  again — this  time 
in  the  opening  and  closing  scenes  of 
the  latest  M-G-M  Passing  Parade  sub- 
ject, in  sepia,  “American  Spoken  Here.” 
This  short  outlines  the  history  of  slang 
. . . E.  B.  Morton,  NTS  manager,  has  been 
under  observation  for  more  than  a week 
in  the  West  Penn  Hospital  ...  In  addi- 
tion to  the  nine  representatives  of  the 
local  Universal  exchange,  the  following 
members  of  the  industry  also  were  pres- 
ent at  the  Cleveland  banquet  last  Sat- 
urday which  honored  the  company’s  dis- 
trict manager,  Dave  Miller:  C.  C.  Kellen- 
berg,  A1  Weiss,  Harold  Lund,  Harry  Hen- 
del,  Art  England,  John  R.  Osborne  and 
Sam  Reichblum  . . . Lester  Coleman,  Para- 
mormt  auditor,  is  on  duty  here  . . . Joe 
Hiller  is  booking  the  Arleen  Whelan- 
Alexander  D’Arcy  stage  show  locally. 

Spread  a little  sunshine  and  mail  your  contribu- 
tion today  to  the  fund  for  distribution  at  the 
('hristinas  season  to  those  members  of  our  local 
industry  who  are  unfortunately  unable  at  present 
to  make  ends  meet. 

Lee  M.  Conrad,  manager  of  Wilmer  & 
Vincent’s  Embassy,  Johnstown,  was  a 
Filmrow  shopper  with  his  son,  Robert  L. 
Conrad,  who  is  associated  with  Duffs 
Iron  City  College  . . . Mrs.  C.  P.  Church 
of  Mannington,  W.  Va.,  has  been  absent 
due  to  a broken  arm  . . . Sam  Neaman, 
Natrona  exhibitor,  very  ill,  has  returned 
from  Florida.  He  had  expected  to  remain 
in  the  sunshine  state  for  the  winter,  but 
found  it  necessary  to  go  home  after  only 
two  weeks  . . . Harry  M.  Kalmine  and  Joe 
Hiller  are  arranging  the  show  for  the  an- 
nual Dapper  Dan  banquet,  for  charity, 
which  will  be  staged  in  the  William  Penn 
Hotel  Sunday  evening,  December  8. 

Harry  Wood,  who  has  retired  from  ex- 
hibition after  25  years,  was  around  in- 
troducing Joseph  Cipriany,  who  has  ac- 
quired the  Woodies,  Apollo  . . . Jake  Pul- 
kowski  of  National  Screen  Accessories  and 
Sophie  Chapoff  honeymooned  in  Harris- 
burg. Best  wishes  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe 
E.  Brown  were  here  visiting  their  son, 
Joe,  manager  of  John  H.  Harris’  hockey 
team  ...  A number  of  members  of  the 
industry  attended  the  opening  of  Sam 
Hanauer’s  new  theatre  at  Beaver  Falls. 

Help  those  in  our  business  less  fortunate  than 
we  by  subseribing-  to  the  Film  Mutual  Aid. 

Bud  Blum,  in  charge  of  Harris  sport 
tickets,  is  now  business  manager  for  the 
traveling  “Ice  Capades”  show  . . . George 
Zeppos  of  the  Rex,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  and 
Bob  Coyle  of  the  Coyle,  Charleroi,  did 
exceptional  business  on  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  . . . Pittsburgh  Amateur 
Cinema  Club  started  its  fourth  year  with 
the  election  of  Wilbur  Wagener  as  presi- 
dent, succeeding  Howard  McClain.  Other 
officers:  Edward  Cavitt,  vice-president; 


Miss  Rose  Goldman,  secretary,  re-elected; 
George  Asche,  treasurer,  re-elected;  Mrs. 
Hilda  Evans,  corresponding  secretary,  and 
A.  W.  Ginn,  Barney  Rogan  and  Joseph 
Carbaugh,  board  of  governors. 

A little  Uifsisstaiice  would  be  appreciated  by  a 
number  of  needy  lormer  memoerci  of  the  indu.stry 
tiiis  Chri.jtma^,  Aou  can  nelp  by  siioscribing  to 
the  Jj'ilin  Mutual  Aid  Group.  Aduress  your  cneck 
to  rlame^  H.  Alexander,  treasurer. 

A1  Weiss,  McKeesport  showman  and 
good  sport,  nas  been  busy  aiding  the  RAF 
and  issuing  handsome  buttons  to  sub- 
scribers. Another  side  hobby  is  his  basket- 
ball team,  the  Weiss  Theatres  Big  E'ive, 
who  are  in  for  a fast  floor  season  . . . Bill 
and  Harry  Walker,  Col.  Billy  Wheat  jr., 
and  Henry  Schmitt  vacationed  for  several 
days  in  Atlantic  City  ...  If  there’s  any 
consolation  in  it:  Ine  local  football  sea- 
son’s grosses  were  away  oif  . . . Darrell 
V.  Martin,  Pittsburgh’s  and  America’s  first 
radio  editor,  is  all  set  to  publish  a five- 
cent  “Radio  Weekly.”  First  issue  is  due 
around  Christmas. 

Monroe  Greenthal,  UA’s  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  after  January  1, 
attended  the  world  premiere  of  "Road 
Show’’  at  the  Stanley  Friaay  . . . Dark 
again  for  several  weeks,  the  legit  Nixon 
relights  December  9 with  the  “New  Pins 
and  Needles”  show  . . . Thomas  O’Toole, 
59,  retired  fire  captain  and  ticket-taker 
at  Loew’s  Penn,  was  seriously  injured 
when  an  auto  driven  by  his  son,  Law- 
rence, struck  a safety  zone  . . . State  Sena- 
tor John  M.  Walker  of  Oakmont  plans  to 
introduce  legislation  for  a flat  two  per 
cent  state  income  tax  . . . Non-delivery 
of  steel  is  holding  up  construction  on  sev- 
eral local  area  theatres. 

i£e<'Oi'ds  of  the  Film  Mutual  Aid  are  open  for 
inspeetion.  Stmly  the  ease  reeords  aiul  you  will 
he  gold  to  eontribiite  to  this  .year’s  Christinas 
fund  to  aid  "our  friends  in  our  own  business”  who 
are  in  need  of  assistance. 

The  William  Richmans  of  the  Century- 
Family  are  now  grandparents,  a daughter 
having  been  born  to  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Pearl  Greenfield  . . . Good  grief,  it’s  “ten 
best  pictures  of  the  year”  season  already 
and  we’re  again  asked  to  participate  in  the 
Film  Daily  poll  . . . Martin  Seed,  son  of 
Harry,  Warner  branch  manager,  has  been 
named  as  manager  of  the  Warner’s  Regal, 
Wilkinsburg,  succeeding  Edward  Salamon, 
who  has  been  shifted  to  the  Warner  down- 
town as  assistant  manager.  Frank  Barr, 
manager  of  the  circuit’s  State,  Wilkins- 


burg, has  resigned,  and  his  post  has  been 
given  to  Robert  Brown,  formerly  of  the 
Ritz,  New  Kensington.  Jules  Green,  Bel- 
mar  manager,  has  been  promoted  to  the 
circuit’s  booking  office,  and  Lige  Brien 
of  the  Prince,  Ambridge,  has  taken  the 
Belmar  post.  Other  Warner  shifts  include: 
Nat  Mervis  of  the  Capitol,  Steubenville, 
to  the  Pi’ince,  Ambridge:  William  H.  Deck- 
er, from  the  Cambria,  Johnstown,  to  Steu- 
benville’s Capitol:  Jim  Keefe,  of  the  Ritz, 
Clarksburg,  has  succeeded  Decker  at 
Johnstown;  Ed  Hungerman,  assistant  at 
the  downtown  Warner,  now  promoted  to 
the  Ritz,  New  Kensington. 

EOvery  manugfer,  theatre  owner,  operator,  sales- 
man, booker,  exchange  employe  should  be  fflad 
to  help  the  Film  Mutual  Aid’s  Christmas  fund, 
it’s  so  much  better  to  be  on  the  giving  end 
rather  than  the  receiving  end. 

Elizabeth  Cunningham  of  Republic  un- 
derwent an  appendectomy  in  Mercy  Hos- 
pital this  week  . . . Mark  Goldman,  Mono- 
gram manager,  is  having  sinus  trouble 
. . . Gabe  Rubin  was  in  New  York  this 
week  in  connection  with  bookings  for  his 
Art  Cinema,  where  “Forbidden  Adventure” 
is  now  in  its  eighth  week.  His  Christmas 
show  will  be  the  French  hit,  “The  Baker’s 
Wife.”  Later  he  will  play  Columbia’s  “The 
Fight  for  Life,”  which  had  formerly  been 
scheduled  for  the  Senator  . . . Jimmy  Nash 
was  uninjured  but  his  car  was  damaged 
“four  hundred  dollars’  worth”  when  it 
skidded  and  went  off  the  highway  near 
Beckley,  W . Va. 

Flea  ;e  make  checks  payable  to  .James  H.  Alex- 
anJer,  treasurer,  in  coiitributius  to  the  Christmas 
hJeliel  Committee's  drive  for  funds  to  help  those 
people  in  our  own  business  who  are  in  need. 

C.  C.  Kellenberg,  new  chief  barker  of 
the  Variety  Club,  reports  that  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  rooms  at  the  club  have  been 
newly  decorated  by  Arnold  Picchi  . . . 
Recent  news  articles  which  stated  Lee 
Goldberg  was  the  Pittsburgh  franchise 
owner  for  PRC  are  incorrect,  according  to 
Lew  Lefton.  The  local  distributor  cooper- 
ates with  the  veteran  Cleveland  distribu- 
tor . . . Harry  M.  Kalmine,  who  is  en- 
closing the  porch  of  his  Squirrel  Hill  Ave- 
nue home,  was  in  New  York  booking 
stage  bands  for  the  Stanley  . . . Homer 
Michael  has  his  uppers  out  . . . Victor 
Goldberg,  young  son  of  Sol  Goldberg,  for- 
mer Elkins  exhibitor,  is  employed  at  War- 

( Continued  on  page  98 ) 
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Cfjrisitmas  Jfunij 

(For  Many  Needy  Film  Employes  Who  Gave 
When  They  Could) 

I hereby  contribute  $ to  the  Needy 

Film  Employes  Christmas  Relief  Fund. 

Signed 


Make  checks  payable  to  JAS.  H.  ALEXANDER,  Treas.,  1701  Blvd.  of  the 

Allies,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


BOXOFFICE  ::  December  7,  1940 


93 


CIILIIEVIEIILAMID) 


QEORGE  ERDMANN,  John  Kalafat, 
Henry  Greenberger  and  Howard  Reif 
journeyed  to  Columbus  to  participate  in 
the  ceremony  of  presenting  Billy  James 
with  an  honorary  life  membership  in  the 
Variety  Club.  James,  for  many  years 
president  of  the  state  exhibitor  organiza- 
tion, and  a prominent  exhibitor  until  his 
retirement  several  years  ago,  was  a char- 
ter member  of  the  Columbus  Variety  Club 
. . . W.  Ward  Marsh,  Plam  Dealer  film 
editor,  is  all  dressed  up  these  days  in  a 
hand  tooled  leather  belt  with  silver  buckle. 
It  was  sent  to  him  by  Smiley  Burnette, 
Republic  star,  who  promised  Marsh  the 
belt  on  his  recent  personal  appearance 
tour. 

Louis  Gross  had  to  buy  a new  pair  of 
shoes.  He  wore  out  his  other  pair  peddling 
the  Community  Fund  trailer  . . . Joe 
Trunk,  Youngstown  circuit  owner,  arid 
Mrs.  Trunk  went  to  New  York  to  cele- 
brate their  25th  wedding  anniversary . And 
just  to  do  it  up  in  style,  they  stopped  at 
the  Waldorf  Astoria,  proving  that  the 
business  didn’t  do  so  badly  for  the  Trunk 
family  . . . L.  H.  Walters,  on  the  last  day 
of  November,  ended  his  fifth  year  as  man- 
ager of  the  local  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply office  and  is  now  looking  forward  to 
his  tenth. 

Bert  Steam,  United  Artists  district  man- 
ager, was  busy  all  last  week  playing  host 
to  Sabu,  who  appeared  at  the  RKO  Palace 
with  Louella  Parsons’  unit.  Steam  intro- 
duced him  to  the  exhibitors  with  a dinner 
at  the  Variety  Club  and  also  entertained 
him  at  the  Mounds  Club  . . . John  La- 
Due,  manager  of  the  Strand,  Aki'on,  and 
Mrs.  LaDue  entertained  John’s  parents 
from  Chicago  over  the  Thanksgiving  holi- 
day weekend  . . . Julius  Lamm,  manager 
of  Warner’s  Uptown,  and  Mrs.  Lamm  an- 
nounce the  engagement  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Theresa  Frances,  to  Richard  J.  Band- 
ler  of  Overlook  Road. 

George  Lefko,  RKO  branch  manager, 
last  week  closed  a 1940-41  product  deal 
with  the  Constant-V elas  circuit.  Lefko 
reports  sales  are  at  least  135  deals  ahead 


of  last  year  at  this  time  and  he’s  still 
going  strong  . . . Carl  Tucker  on  De- 
cember 2 took  over  the  Community  Thea- 
tre at  Sugar  Creek  from  the  former  owner, 
S.  A.  Smith.  The  house  has  280  seats  . . . 
Herb  Horstemeier,  independent  theatre 
booker,  has  added  to  the  houses  he  has 
been  servicing,  the  Strand  and  Valentine, 
Alliance,  and  the  Star,  Bluffton  . . . M. 
M.  Jacobs,  operating  the  new  Imperial 
exchange  in  the  Film  Bldg.,  amiounces 
he  will  release  a new  Sherlock  Holmes  pic- 
ture, “Murder  at  the  Baskervilles,”  on  De- 
cember 15. 

“Arizona,”  Columbia’s  contribution  to 
the  big  western  cycle,  opens  at  the  Pal- 
ace, Akron,  and  the  Palace,  Youngstown, 
on  December  24;  at  the  Rivoli,  Toledo; 
Quilna,  Lima  and  State,  Findlay,  on  De- 
cember 31  . . . John  Goshorn  of  Irwin 
Seating  Co.  has  been  in  town  displaying 
the  new  “comet”  chair  . . . Comic  car- 
toon books,  given  away  to  children,  are 
boosting  Saturday-Sunday  business  sky 
high,  local  exhibitors  report.  Regular  re- 
tail price  of  the  books  is  a dime,  and 
drug  store  merchants  say  they  are  their 
biggest  seller.  Business  Stimulator  Co., 
718  Film  Bldg.,  handles  them  for  theatre 
giveaways. 

Visitors  during  the  week  mcluded:  Joe 
Shagrin,  Youngstown;  Tom  Long,  Akron; 
Paul  Ward  of  Scio  and  Flushing;  W.  D. 
Ward,  Kenton;  John  Huebrier,  Marion  . . . 
Jack  Pindat,  Republic  home  office  repre- 
sentative, has  concluded  his  stay  at  the 
local  Republic  exchange  and  moved  on  to 
Detroit  . . . Mrs.  Dorothy  Debernarde, 
youth  advisor  of  the  Cleveland  Cinema 
Club,  is  vacationmg  in  Los  Angeles.  Mrs. 
Paul  Gebhart  is  in  charge  of  the  Junior 
Cinema  Club  in  her  absence. 


Harven  Reopens  Star 

Star  Junction,  Pa. — The  Star  has  been 
reopened  under  new  management.  In 
charge  of  operations  is  a newcomer  to 
exhibition,  John  J.  Harven. 


Newsreel  Theatre  for 
Detroit  Is  Desired 


Detroit — Need  for  a downtown  news- 
reel theatre  has  been  seriously  discussed 
among  local  showmen  in  recent  weeks. 
The  idea  has  been  several  times  projected 
without  definite  action  ever  being  taken 
here.  One  newsreel  theatre  was  tried,  the 
original  Trans-Lux,  which  is  now  the 
Center,  but  was  three  miles  out  at  an  up- 
town office-shipping  center,  and  ulti- 
mately flopped,  largely  for  that  reason. 

Plans  for  a house  were  discussed  by  lead- 
ing exhibitors  two  years  ago,  but  the  idea 
was  abandoned  for  various  business  rea- 
sons. 

Study  of  the  possibilities  of  the  project 
indicates  that  it  would  have  to  be  as  close 
as  possible  to  the  center  of  downtown 
pedestrian  traffic,  preferably  south  of  the 
present  theatre  center  at  Grand  Circus 
Park,  to  be  closer  to  the  big  office  build- 
ings. Woodward  Ave.  or  Washington  Blvd. 
is  generally  preferred  for  the  site,  be- 
cause of  heavy  shopping  crowds,  with 
Griswold  St.,  in  between,  as  a second 
choice.  With  no  theatre  whatever  in  this 
sector  at  present,  the  idea  would  defi- 
nitely require  pioneering. 

Present  talk  has  been  revived  by  the 
marked  success  of  such  news-reel  style 
films  as  “The  World  in  Flames”  and  “Lon- 
don Can  Take  It.”  Sampling  of  repre- 
sentative exhibitors  queried  by  Boxoffice 
showed  a belief  in  the  probable  success 
of  such  a venture  at  the  present  time,  if 
operated  upon  about  a 25-cent  admission 
and  reasonable  overhead — affected  chief- 
ly by  rental  costs  in  this  section. 


L Goldman  Winner  in 
Contest  Over  Regal 

Cincinnati — I.  Goldman  was  winner  in 
a recent  court  contest  to  prevent  Ben 
Cohn  from  operating  the  Regal.  Cohn, 
who  sold  out  to  Goldman,  made  the  pro- 
viso that  he  would  not  re-enter  the  busi- 
ness and  Goldman,  it  is  alleged,  proved 
that  he  was  operating  the  Regal,  a colored 
house,  following  its  remodeling  and  re- 
decorating. The  case  was  settled  out  of 
court,  with  Goldman  assuming  control  of 
the  house  in  dispute. 

This  gives  Goldman,  practically  a new- 
comer in  the  Cincinnati  field,  four  col- 
ored houses — the  Roosevelt,  Lincoln, 
Beecher  and  the  Regal. 


Zoom  Over  the  Top  in 
Community  Fund  Drive 

Cleveland — I.  J.  Schmertz,  chairman  of 
the  motion  picture  and  radio  division  of 
the  Community  Fund,  reported  at  the 
final  fund  meeting  that  his  division  had 
gone  over  the  top.  Not  only  over  the  top, 
but  the  collection  exceeded  the  quota  by 
a greater  amount  than  in  any  previous 
year. 

Schmertz,  who  is  20th  Century-Fox 
branch  manager,  has  served  as  chairman 
of  this  division  for  the  past  five  years. 
Mrs.  Georgia  Moffett,  associate  chairman, 
has  served  for  11  years. 


Aarons  Ready  Opening 

Charleston,  W.  Va. — Charles  and  Al- 
bert Aaron,  of  the  Sunset  here,  will  open 
their  new  450-seat  theatre  around  the 
first  of  the  year. 


Reserve  Space  NOW 
for  the  Christmas  Issue 
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Deadline  for  Copy  December  14 
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in  the  Industry. 
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Horror  Duos  Meeting 
Popular  Approval 


Detroit— Horror  shows  are  likely  to  be 
the  sensation  of  local  show  business  this 
season,  evidenced  by  their  spread  current- 
ly from  downtown  houses  out  to  typical 
neighborhoods. 

Outstanding  record  was  set  by  the  dual 
bill  of  “The  Ape”  and  “The  Human  Mon- 
ster”— a Monogram  combination  casually 
booked  in  by  manager  Ira  Kaplan  at  the 
Cinema  for  the  first  run.  The  pictures 
slid  into  their  fourth  week— the  first  dou- 
ble bill  of  the  season  to  go  that  long  at  a 
house,  and  one  of  the  first  in  years  at 
the  Cinema.  With  unusually  heavy  news- 
paper and  other  exploitation,  the  show 
continued  to  build,  and  might  go  another 
week. 

Allied  Film  Exchange  has  introduced 
another  new  horror  show,  “The  Pace  in 
the  Window”  and  “The  Torso  Murder 
Mystery.”  This  bill  has  been  sold  to  But- 
terfield circuit  and  to  Cooperative  The- 
atres of  Michigan — and  the  demand  for 
bookings  has  been  so  great  that  a third 
set  of  prints  has  been  sent  in  to  fill  them. 
Outstanding  was  the  unusual  front  dis- 
play for  the  show  worked  out  by  Ex- 
ploitation Director  Bernard  V.  Samuels 
at  the  Colonial  Theatre  for  Manager  Ray 
Schreiber. 

Still  another  horror  show  is  being 
booked  in  the  suburbs — ‘The  Mummy’s 
Hand”  in  conjunction  with  “The  Human 
Monster”  by  Associated  Theatres  at  the 
Wyandotte. — H.  P.  R. 


Sam  Carver  Adds  Stage 
Shows  at  New  Theatre 

Detroit — The  Town  Theatre,  opened  by 
Sam  Carver  a month  ago  as  a new  first 
run,  closed  a week  for  remodeling.  House 
is  having  a new  sign  and  marquee  and 
other  alterations,  and  it  was  slated  to  re- 
open Friday  with  a new  policy  of  first-runs 
plus  a stage  show  booked  through  the  Wil- 
liam Morris  office.  Stage  show  is  to  have 
headliners  like  Willie  and  Eugene  Howard, 
and  George  Jessel,  according  to  Carver. 

Deal  for  product  has  not  been  set,  but 
the  house  probably  will  play  either  UA, 
RKO,  or  Universal.  Any  of  them  would  ap- 
parently be  able  to  furnish  the  house  with 
practically  all  features  needed  for  the 
season. 


Opposition  First-Runs 
Unite  for  a Benefit 

Detroit — The  Michigan  and  Pox  Thea- 
tres, major  opposition  first  runs,  united 
Saturday  in  a midnight  benefit  show,  for 
the  Goodfellows’  Old  Newsboys’  Pund. 
Event  will  use  stage  shows  from  both 
houses,  plus  added  acts  from  all  leading 
night  clubs.  Acts,  musicians,  and  the  craft 
unions  have  ail  agreed  to  donate  services 
for  the  big  day-and-date  event,  which  is 
sponsored  by  the  Detroit  Times. 


Build  in  Stanford 

Stanford,  Ohio — O.  H.  Behlen,  H.  C. 
Congleton  and  R.  L.  Castillo,  comprising 
the  Lincoln  Theatre  Co.,  have  started  con- 
struction of  the  new  Lincoln  Theatre.  The 
house  will  seat  675,  and  was  designed  by 
Stewart  & Stewart,  Cincinnati  architects. 
It  will  open  soon  after  the  first  of  the  year. 


FTHEL  SHEEHY,  cashier  at  Barney  Kil- 
bride’s Alhambra,  was  robbed  of  about 
$40  by  a gunman  Sunday  . . . David  M. 
Idzal,  managing  director  of  the  Fox,  has 
moved  to  a new  home  on  Chicago  Bivd. 

. . . Jackson  S.  Hurford,  Pox  manager, 
reports  Junior  sleeping  a solid  ten  hours 
nightly  . . . Sol  Krim,  circuit  owner,  is 
off  on  a brief  pre-season  sojourn  in  Flori- 
da; we  understand  brother  Mac  Krim  will 
go  west  when  he  returns. 

Earl  Hudson,  UDT  president,  has  been 
a victim  of  ear  trouble  . . . Joe  (Red) 
Lenahan,  Mills  Mutual  man,  who  has  been 
ill  for  a couple  of  years,  is  in  great  shape 
again  . . . Walter  Fuller  of  the  Free  Press 
has  been  a victim  of  a persistent  fall  cold 
. . . Ralph  Peckham,  former  Grand  Na- 
tional manager,  now  with  a New  York  dis- 
tributor, was  in  town  for  a couple  of  days. 

Max  Blumenthal  missed  his  great 
chance  for  the  spotlight  when  he  was  m.  c. 
— and  there  wasn’t  any  show  . . . Floyd 
Chrysler  was  down  to  Columbus  for  the 
football  game,  and  didn’t  like  it  . . . 
Harold  C.  Robinson,  Variety  Chief  Barker, 
vacationing  in  Tucson  . . . Ed  Kirchner 
of  the  Family  has  been  awarded  the 
monicker  of  the  Mighty  Molecule  by  John 
Howard,  Paramount  manager. 

Russell  N.  Carr  and  George  Knott  are 
forming  the  Modern  Seating  Service  at 
1148  Taylor  Ave.  . . . Michael  Noch,  busi- 
ness agent  of  the  Billposters’  Union,  in- 
vites us  to  their  Victory  Party,  to  be 
held  tonight. 

George  Gladden,  formerly  writer-direc- 
tor for  Audio  Productions,  is  new  tech- 
nical director  for  Associated  Sales,  which 
is  expanding  its  slide-film  and  industrial 
film  work  in  the  automotive  field  . . . 
Gayle  Knapp,  formerly  convention  mana- 
ger lor  Jam  Handy,  becomes  Associated’s 
convention  director,  and  Carroll  Sexton 
joins  the  contact  staff  as  merchandising 
expert. 

Warren  Slee,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  recov- 
ering from  a serious  lower  jaw  operation 
. . . Mitchell  Victor  of  the  Astor  is  stick- 
ing close  to  his  house  these  days  . . . 
Marvin  Krass,  son  of  Jack  Krass,  is  down 
at  his  dad’s  Coliseum  now  . . . Fred  De- 
Lodder  sr.  of  the  Del  The,  still  is  suffer- 
ing from  eye  trouble. 

Lloyd  Hammond  had  a special  screen- 
ing of  “Film  Fumbles”  out  at  John  Tatu’s 
Nortown  Tuesday  night,  which  was  well 
received  . . . George  A.  Ranshaw,  lately 
at  Joseph  Stoia’s  Circle  in  Dearborn,  is 
back  as  manager  of  the  Nortown  . . . 
Eddie  Murphy,  veteran  film  salesman,  was 
another  interested  spectator. 

Eddie  Jacobson,  manager  of  the  Moss 
Brothers’  Parkside,  and  his  entire  staff 
were  guests  at  a party  given  by  the  Park- 
side  (Project)  Good  Neighbor  Ass’n  . . . 
Bernard  Hoyt  has  put  Book  Night  into 
the  Parkside  . . . Norman  Bel  Geddes,  for- 
mer Detroit  theatrical  designer,  is  going 
to  re-do  the  Ringling  Circus  for  1941  . . . 
Joe  Mellon’s  Chandler  got  around  to  play- 
ing “Scatterbrain”  this  week;  it  was  the 
film  at  the  guest  preview  of  W&W’s 
Harper,  across  the  street  . . . Fred  De- 
Lodder’s  new  Mount  Elliott  Theatre  Co. 
has  bought  the  Your  Theatre  Bldg.,  which 
the  circuit  formerly  leased. 

Herman  Wobber,  W.  C.  Gehring  and 
Moe  Levy  of  20th-Fox  in  town  for  the 
S.  R.  Kent  Drive  meet  . . . Helen  Rose 
of  the  outer  guard  isn’t  speaking  to  her 


girl  friend  in  the  Pittsburgh  office  now 
. . . Jack  Sturm  of  the  poster  department 
out  for  his  second  try  to  get  a deer  . . . 
Louis  Fava  of  the  shipping  department 
doesn’t  know  his  draft  number  yet. 

B.  V . Samuels  of  the  Colonial  has  been 
exercising  his  ingenuity  for  displays  again 
. . . Bill  Flemion,  Variety  Welfare  Chair- 
man, is  asking  the  donation  of  a used 
overcoat,  about  size  40,  for  a worthy  char- 
ity recipient  . . . Ben  Lefkowitz,  Auto  City 
Candy  Co.,  narrowly  missed  getting  hit  by 
two  trucks,  that  icy  day  . . . Jacob  Bood- 
man  of  Film  Cleaning  Service  has  a mail- 
ing department  too. 

Bill  Turnbull,  NTS  manager,  will  have 
fluorescent  murals,  drapes,  and  furniture 
for  his  office  soon  . . . Wisper  & Wets- 
man  and  UDT  have  set  Christmas  Day 
for  opening  of  their  first  joint  venture — 
the  new  Royal  . . . Bernard  Brooks  has 
been  revamping  the  President. 

Ira  Kaplan,  manager  of  the  Cinema, 
will  be  married  December  24 — the  lady’s 
name  is  a secret  . . . Dow  Thompson,  late- 
ly manager  for  UDT,  is  jommg  Al  F.  Mar- 
tin, former  UDT  auditor,  in  running  thea- 
tres at  La  Habra  and  Brea,  Cal.  . . . Son 
Bob  Thompson,  M-G-M  booker,  keeps  him 
supplied  with  local  news. 

Father  David  J.  Duncan,  Variety  chap- 
lain and  formerly  at  the  Sacred  Heart 
Academy  here,  now  is  stationed  at  Bir- 
mingham. 


WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Gar  Thick,  Marshall  exhibitor,  was  in 
town  during  the  big  snowstorm  . . . Prank 
Lorenzen,  Highland  Park’s  theatrical  flor- 
ist, missed  Thanksgiving  by  a week — for 
Michigan,  anyway.  • 


Henderson  M.  Richey,  formerly  mana- 
ger of  Allied  Theatres  of  Michigan  and 
now  with  M-G-M,  gave  a talk  before  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Monroe  at  the  Park  Hotel 
Thursday  . . . Old-timers  out  to  hear  him, 
as  guests  of  Joe  Denniston,  manager  of 
the  Butterfield  houses  at  Monroe,  were 
James  C.  Ritter  and  Edgar  E.  Kirchner 
of  Detroit,  Claude  Cady  of  Lansing,  Glenn 
Cross  of  Battle  Creek  and  W.  S.  McLaren 
of  Jackson. 


George  Bremen  of  the  Associated  houses 
at  Wyandotte  had  six  doctors  and  nurses 
out  for  his  horror  show  . . . James  Olson, 
the  exhibitor-aviator  from  Clare,  in  town 
most  of  the  week  . . . J.  C.  Peck  of  the 
Rowena,  Fenton,  around  Filmrow  on  one 
of  his  infrequent  visits. 


Howard  Reynolds  is  putting  that  swanky 
new  black  light  in  his  Family  at  Grand 
Rapids. 


An  Autry  Delights 

Pittsburgh — A test  showing  of  Repub- 
lic’s “Melody  Ranch,”  Gene  Autry’s  most 
ambitious  production,  delighted  an  audi- 
ence at  the  Senator. 


Air-Conditioned  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Montcalm 
MEETING  PLACE  EOK  THE  INDUSTRY 
“Food  You’ll  Remember” 

DON  DRISCOLL  and  JIMMY  KING 
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Across-the-Border 
Patronage  Slumps 


Detroit — Detroit  theatres  are  continu- 
ing to  suffer  from  the  loss  of  business 
of  Canadian  patrons — a situation  probably 
unique  in  the  only  large  American  city 
so  close  to  the  border.  Trade  used  to  run 
into  large  sums,  as  thousands  crossed  the 
Detroit  River  daily,  and  Canadians  in 
town  for  a few  hours  would  spend  time 
here  for  a show,  after  shopping  or  work. 

Typical  of  the  loss  is  the  report  from 
the  Family  Theatre,  half  a mile  up  from 
the  river.  Here,  the  receipts  of  Canadian 
money  for  the  past  month  totaled  only 
ten  dollars — in  contrast  to  monthly  grosses 
of  around  $1,000  up  to  last  summer. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  on  Sunday 
was  not  uncommon  at  the  Family,  with 
Wiridsor  theatres  closed  on  that  day.  The 
actual  take  of  Canadian  currency  is  a fair 
indication  of  the  number  of  visitors  from 
the  other  side  patronizing  the  house. 

Condition  is  typical  at  other  houses, 
talks  with  downtown  operators  indicate. 
The  biggest  cause  of  the  loss,  of  course, 
is  the  rule  of  the  Canadian  Government 
that  citizens  may  not  bring  more  than 
five  dollars  cash  across  with  them,  and 
apparently  then  only  if  they  have  a fair- 
ly good  reason  for  crossing  over. 


Guard  Run  Priorities  as 
Army  Camp  Shapes  Up 

Detroit — Upstate  exhibitors  in  south- 
western Michigan  are  eyeing  the  program 
of  theatre  activity  around  Camp  Custer 
with  considerable  trepidation  these  days. 
With  about  30,000  men  expected  to  be  sta- 
tioned here,  making  it  one  of  the  largest 
army  concentration  points  in  the  country, 
the  demands  of  the  army  theatres  for  run 
priority  are  likely  to  hit  local  business 
seriously. 

At  least  one  house  is  to  be  erected,  in 
nearby  Battle  Creek  by  the  Butterfield  cir- 
cuit, in  a direct  effort  to  provide  enter- 
tainment facilities  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
men  the  Army  is  bringing  to  Custer.  Kala- 
mazoo, a half  hour’s  drive  west,  is  also  di- 
rectly affected  by  the  run  situation,  and 
upstate  exhibitors  are  expected  to  take  a 
strong  stand  in  Michigan  against  granting 
first  run  preferences  to  the  cantonment 
theatres. 


L.  M.  Nelson  New  Warner 
Pittsburgh  Salesman 

Pittsburgh — L.  M.  Nelson,  a newcomer 
to  the  local  territory  and  to  the  film  sales 
field,  has  been  named  “main  line”  repre- 
sentative for  Warner  here,  Harry  Seed, 
branch  manager,  announces. 

Nelson,  who  was  formerly  with  Warner 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  as  field  supervisor, 
succeeds  F.  D.  “Dinty”  Moore  as  eastern 
area  representative,  the  latter  having  been 
promoted  to  the  position  as  office  man- 
ager. Bob  Dunbar,  former  office  manager 
and  now  branch  manager  for  the  company 
at  Cincinnati,  will  be  honored  with  Moore 
at  a testimonial  dinner  Monday  evening, 
December  9,  in  the  William  Penn  Hotel,  at 
which  time  Nelson  will  be  introduced  to 
“the  gang.” 


Renew  Hugh  Herbert 

Hollywood — Hugh  Herbert  has  drawn 
a new  teiTn  acting  contract  at  Universal. 


Cl  W IL II 


Detroit — Twentieth  Century-Fox  got  a 
slight  edge  over  Film  Truck  in  their  for- 
mer tie  for  third  place  in  the  only  upset 
in  current  rolling  by  the  Film  Bowling 
League.  Team  standings: 


Team — 

AVon 

Host 

I'nited  Artists  

11 

Republie  

14 

201h  Centiirj'-Fox  

19 

17 

Film  Truck  

18 

18 

FMlm  Drug:  

17 

19 

Moiiogrram  

17 

19 

Cooperative  

15 

21 

Amusement  .Supply  . . 

25 

Kepulilio  rolled  2,4«1 

fnr  the  season  high  lor 

three  g’ames,  including: 

a single  seore  of  863, 

uhich  was  third  hig-h 

for  singles. 

Individual 

scorers  were  not  so 

liiekj,  the 

high-rollers 

bein^  Irving  Belinsky,  217;  Ben  Zimmer,  213; 
Holmes,  202  and  201,  and  l.ou  Met/g:er,  201. 


Detroit — Motiograph  forged  ahead  two 
places  up  to  second  in  the  Nightingale 
Club,  with  new  standings: 


Team — AVon  Lost 

l^(»renzeii  Flower  Shoi>  29  11 

Motiogfrapli  25  15 

National  Carbon  Co 23  17 

Ainuseiiieiit  Supply  Co 19  21 

National  Theatre  Supply IH  22 

Kniie  Forbes  17  23 

iMoArthur  15  25 

Brenkert  14  26 


Kdgar  Oouville,  pin-hitting  secretary,  hit  the 
week’s  high  of  523,  rolling  one  206  to  tie  C. 
Moroney  for  high  single,  closely  followed  by 
F.  H.  Akins  with  an  even  200. 


Pittsburgh — Movie  Operators  Bowling 
League,  lATSE  Local  No.  171,  closed  its 
“first  half”  of  the  season  with  the  Bausch 
Lomb  team  on  top  of  the  heap  and  by  in- 
dividual high  average  selected  its  12  team 
captains  for  the  newer  and  longer  winter 
season. 

Team  standings  were  as  follows: 


Team — Captain  Won  Lost 

Bausch  Lomb,  Ken  Mctiuire 23  10 

National  Carbons,  James  A’eiitrone.  22  11 

Breiikerts,  James  Antal  . 21  12 

Strong  Lamps,  Richard  Caskey...  21  12 

Roth,  George  Fngstler 18  15 

Motiograph,  O.  Reynolds 16  17 

Hertner,  AA'illiam  Freeman 15  18 

Feerles.s,  John  Wunderlich 15  18 

Ashcraft,  Paul  Ferry  11  19 

Simplex,  Irving  Turner  13  20 

Hi-Ten,  Wilbert  Hepp 12  21 

Steady  Power,  John  la'iigyel 8 25 


High  Individual  Average,  Ken  McGuire, 
149.7.  High  Individual  3 (iames,  Henr.\  Stan- 
ley, 524.  High  Individual  1 Game,  Richanl 
Caskey,  240. 


Petition  New  Referendum 
In  Washington,  Pa. 

Washington,  Pa. — A petition  to  have 
the  referendum  by  which  McDonald  citi- 
zens defeated  Sunday  shows  thrown  out, 
has  been  filed  with  the  Washington  coun- 
ty court.  The  petition  claimed  that  in 
the  November  5 election,  three  McDonald 
precincts  in  Washington  county  voted  on 
the  issue,  but  the  fourth,  in  Allegheny 
county,  did  not  list  the  issue  on  ballots. 
The  question  of  opening  theatres  on  Sun- 
days was  defeated  by  213  votes,  although 
346  registered  voters  in  Allegheny  county 
did  not  get  to  mark  their  choice,  the  pe- 
titioners claimed.  Because  of  the  over- 
sight by  election  commissioners,  the  pe- 
tition requests  another  referendum. 


Bezel  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Albert  Dezel,  who  has  opened 
offices  here,  is  operating  under  the  firm 
name  of  Albert  Dezel  Roadshows.  He  will 
represent  Hoffberg  Productions,  Gallic 
Films,  and  Mayer  & Burstyn  in  the  terri- 
tory. William  Kent  is  in  charge  of  the 
office,  and  Clifford  Johnson  is  booker. 


Testimonial  Dinner 
For  Bob  Dunbar 


Pittsburgh— Bob  Dunbar,  former  local 
office  manager  for  Warner  Bros,  who  last 
week  assumed  duties  as  that  company’s 
branch  manager  in  Cincinnati,  will  be 
guest  of  honor  at  a testimonial  dinner 
December  9 at  the  William  Penn  Hotel. 
F.  D.  “Dinty”  Moore,  former  main  line 
salesman  who  has  been  promoted  to  the 
office  post  here,  will  be  a testimonial 
guest  with  Dunbar.  George  Purcell,  Jack 
Mapel  and  John  Perry  are  members  of  a 
committee  in  charge  of  tickets  and  ar- 
rangements. 

Dunbar  was  presented  with  a wrist 
watch  by  friends  who  honored  him  at  a 
party  a fortnight  ago  at  Camp  Weecheta, 
Up  Cheat,  W.  Va.  Mapel  was  in  charge 
of  this  affair.  Among  those  present  were 
Harry  Seed,  F.  D.  Moore,  Jerry  Wechsler, 
Charlie  Dortic,  E.  S.  “Jim”  Thorpe,  George 
Tice  and  Purcell.  Members  of  the  local 
exchange  staged  another  party  for  Dunbar 
last  Saturday  afternoon,  presenting  him 
with  a leather  traveling  bag. 

The  December  9 dinner  will  be  stag  and 
is  scheduled  for  6 : 30  o’clock.  Tickets  are  $5. 


First  15  Contribute  Over 
$100  for  Trade's  Needy 

Pittsburgh — First  15  contributors  to  the 
Film  Mutual  Aid  Group’s  Appeal  for  funds 
to  be  distributed  on  Christmas  to  needy 
former  members  of  the  industry,  gave  over 
$100.  Initial  report  shows  the  following 
remembered  the  fund: 

James  DiMauro,  Vintondale;  Fred  Quer- 
ner,  Pittsburgh;  Ike  Berney,  Lewistown; 

J.  A.  Blatt,  Corry;  Bennett  Amdur,  Pitts- 
burgh; N.  A.  Malanos,  East  Pittsburgh; 

K.  F.  Dawson,  Gallitzen;  Chris  Lampros, 
Farrell;  Joseph  Moritz,  Verona;  Peter 
Profili,  Vestaburg;  William  Finkel,  Pitts- 
burgh; Theo.  Mikolowsky,  Masontown; 
Joseph  Gellman,  Duquesne;  Herman  Stahl, 
Oil  City;  George  Sallows  and  George  P. 
Comuntzis,  Morgantown,  W.  Va. 


Pitt  Variety  Christmas 
Party  on  December  21 

Pittsburgh — The  Variety  Club’s  annual 
Christmas  party  will  be  staged  as  usual  in 
the  club  rooms  Saturday  afternoon,  De- 
cember 21.  All  members  are  invited  to 
bring  children  and  are  urged  to  place  a 
gift  under  the  tree  for  the  club’s  newest 
charge,  Joe  E.  Brown  .ir.  (named  for  the 
screen  comedian). 


Order  RCA  Sound 

Pittsburgh — RCA  sound  has  been  oi'- 
dered  for  the  Rosna,  being  built  in  Nor- 
folk, Va.,  by  the  Levine  circuit;  Edward 
Pasco’s  Campau  in  Detroit;  Thompson  cir- 
cuit’s Stone  in  Stoneboro,  Pa.,  and  for 
the  new  theatre  S.  D.  Lee  is  building  at 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  to  replace  his  Grand. 


Warner  Shifts  Decker 

Johnstown,  Pa. — William  H.  Decker, 
manager  of  the  Cambria  here,  has  been 
shifted  by  the  Warner  circuit  to  the 
Capitol,  Steubenville,  Ohio. 
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T OEW’S  announce  “The  Philadelphia 
Story,”  featuring  Katharine  Hepburn, 
has  been  booked  into  the  RKO  Palace  for 
an  indefinite  run  at  a 60-cent  top,  begin- 
ning December  5 . . . RKO  Theatres  an- 
nounce stage  shows  booked  for  the  Shu- 
bert  to  be  combined  with  features,  begin- 
ning December  17  . . . Paramount’s  Au- 
drey Caruso,  on  the  sick  list  for  several 
weeks,  will  report  back  to  her  desk  soon. 

RKO’s  Al  Sugarman  is  carrying  his  arm 
in  a sling.  He  had  a tiff  with  a truck. 
And  Columbia’s  Pete  Niland  was  slightly 
bruised  in  a collision.  Both  men  continued 
on  duty  . . . Don  Reda  visited  the  Row 
while  booking  for  his  new  theatre,  the 
Reda,  which  will  open  next  month  at 
Pineville,  Ky.,  and  which  is  reported  to  be 
an  exceptionally  fine  house  . . . George 
Myers,  who  has  fust  opened  his  new  Clark 
at  Frankfort,  was  in;  also  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miles  of  Eminence,  Ky.,  and  R.  W.  Phe- 
lan of  the  Star,  Clendenning  ...  A.  J. 
Sexton,  fronton  and  Ashland,  left  for  a 
three-week  trip  in  California. 

Peter  Rosian  and  all  salesmen  of  the 
local  Universal  exchange  were  in  Cleve- 
land for  the  20th  anniversary  testimonial 
dinner  to  Dave  Miller  . . . Universal’s  new 
William  Scully  drive  will  begin  December 
8.  It  ends  May  10,  according  to  Frank 
Schrieber,  who  sends  word  of  thanks  to 
all  exhibitors  for  their  splendid  support 
in  the  last  drive  . . . The  West,  Charles- 
ton, reported  to  be  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful houses  in  West  Virginia,  was  opened 
December  5.  Albert  and  Charles  Aaron 
are  the  operators. 

John  Gardner  is  building  a new  theatre 
at  Kenawha  City,  W.  Va.  Gardner  was 
formerly  with  the  Alpine  circuit  . . . Co- 
lumbia reports  exceptional  deals  coming 
through  on  their  new  feature  “Arizona” 
. . . Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  “Tin  Pan 
Alley”  opened  to  fine  business  in  Cincin- 
nati, and  raves  from  reviewers  were  ex- 
ceptionally strong  . . . Twentieth  Cen- 
tury-Fox’s George  Roberts,  William  Suss- 
man  and  M.  A.  Levy  were  here  for  a 
sales  confab  on  the  Sidney  Kent  drive, 
which  ends  December  14. 

Loew’s  E.  M.  Booth  spent  the  week- 
end at  the  Blackstone,  Chicago,  attending 
a division  meeting  of  home  office  execu- 
tives and  branch  managers  . . . The 
M-G-M  Pep  Club  will  hold  its  annual 
Christmas  party  December  20  at  the  ex- 
change. A tree  and  exchange  of  gifts  will 
be  a feature  and  a special  program  will 
be  furnished  by  the  employes  . . . Ralph 
“Buzz”  Boyle,  Kansas  City  outfielder  and 
formerly  with  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers,  is 
working  during  the  layoff  season  at  the 
local  M-G-M  office  as  checker. 


Supervises  Campaign 

Pittsburgh — Frank  Seltzer,  publicity  di- 
rector for  Hal  Roach,  was  here  super- 
vising the  advance  exploitation  campaign 
for  the  premiere  here  Friday  of  “Road 
Show”  at  the  Stanley.  The  Roach-UA  pro- 
duction features  Adolphe  Menjou,  Carole 
Landis,  John  Hubbard  and  Charles  But- 
terworth. 


Premieres  “Follies" 

Defiance,  Ohio-^-E.  E.  Bair,  manager  of 
the  Strand  and  Valentine  theatres,  will 
play  the  premiere  territorial  engagement 
of  Republic’s  “Barnyard  Follies.” 


Cleveland  Business 
Situation  Puzzles 


Cleveland — Local  diagnosticians  are  try- 
ing to  find  out  why  downtown  grosses  are 
booming  and  why  neighborhood  houses 
are  in  the  dumps. 

Last  week  was  the  fourth  consecutive 
one  that  first-run  downtown  business  was 
up  approximately  30  per  cent.  But  the 
average  neighborhood  theatre  reports  that 
business  is  only  a little  above  the  sum- 
mertime low.  The  employment  situation 
has  greatly  improved  and  fewer  fam- 
ilies are  on  relief  than  in  the  past  several 
years.  Exhibitors  are  trying  to  figure  out 
just  why  these  people  are  staying  away 
from  the  neighborhoods. 


Errol  Flynn  to  Emcee 
Xmas  Charity  Show 

Cleveland — Errol  Flynn  has  accepted  an 
invitation  to  act  as  master  of  ceremonies 
at  the  Cleveland  Press  annual  Christmas 
charity  show  to  be  held  in  Public  Hall 
Monday  evening,  December  9.  In  coming 
to  Cleveland  Flynn  aligns  himself  with 
Joe  E.  Brown,  Wallace  Beery,  Jack  Benny 
and  George  Raft,  all  of  whom  have  con- 
tributed their  services  to  this  greatest 
of  local  civic  celebrations.  All  proceeds  of 
the  show  go  to  help  needy  families. 


Members  of  Warner  Club 
Have  Spaghetti  Dinner 

Cleveland — Marty  Friedman,  chairman 
in  charge  of  social  entertainment  for  the 
Warner  Club,  followed  up  his  recent  suc- 
cessful Thanksgiving  party  with  another 
affair  last  Tuesday  with  the  Variety  The- 
atre as  host  that  evening.  Tony  Laurie, 
Variety  assistant  manager,  was  in  charge 
of  the  affair  which  consisted  of  a spa- 
ghetti dinner,  followed  by  bowling,  danc- 
ing and  games. 


Equipment  Deals 

Pittsburgh — A.  & S.  Steinberg  announce 
the  following  November  sales  and  installa- 
tions of  equipments: 

Alpine  circuit  purchased  projectors.  stands, 
lamps  and  rectifiers  for  its  Alpine,  Ripley,  W.  Va., 
and  complete  projectors,  stands,  lamps,  recti- 
fiers, RCA  sound  and  magic  screen  for  its  new 
Belle,  South  Charleston.  W.  Va.,  which  will  be 
opened  December  15;  Mid-State  Theatres  pur- 
chased lamps  and  projectors,  rectifiers,  ticket 
register,  sound,  etc.,  for  the  new  Stone,  Stone- 
boro,  Pa.;  Walter  B.  Xtrling  purchased  projectors, 
rectifiers,  lamps,  screen  and  sound  for  the  new 
Pine.  Pine  Grove,  W.  Va. ; Theo.  Shiffer  purchased 
projectors  and  lamps,  rectifiers,  sound  and  magic 
screen,  etc.,  for  the  new  Milroy,  Milroy,  Pa.,  which 
will  open  Christmas  day. 

The  Steinbergs  also  sold  cooling  systems  to  the 
Gem.  Derry,  Pa.,  and  the  Ideal,  Johnstown,  Pa., 
and  a heating  system  to  the  Strand.  Sharpsburg, 
Pa. 


Reduce  in  Alliance 

Alliance,  Ohio — Morrison  and  Columbia 
theatres  here,  operated  by  Tri  Theatres, 
Inc.,  have  reduced  admissions  to  20  cents 
for  afternoons  and  30  cents  night,  plus 
tax,  according  to  Ray  Wallace,  managing 
director.  Mount  Union,  only  other  thea- 
tre here,  a neighborhood  house  continues 
at  20  cents  top,  confining  its  policy  to  dou- 
ble features. 


Long  Voyage  Home,”  released  by 
United  Artists,  is  set  in  at  the  RKO 
Palace  for  the  13th!  Ed  Fisher,  of  the 
UA  office,  was  in  advancing  the  date. 
This  is  the  second  picture  within  a year 
that  Loew’s  has  sold  the  opposition. 

The  Bexley  reopened  over  weekend  un- 
der the  Fred  Rowland  banner  . . . Bill 
Cunningham,  Citizen  dramatic  critic,  to 
Florida  for  a vacation  . . . Jack  Needham’s 
little  boy  has  been  sick  . . . George  Hard- 
grove,  Metro  checker,  was  called  to  Wis- 
consin last  week  by  death  of  an  uncle 
. . . Margaret  Price,  C.  Harry  Schreiber’s 
secretary,  married  to  John  Karst  jr. 

Johnny  Gardner  was  in  to  visit  his 
family  (father  is  Bernie  Gardner  of  Para- 
mount). Reports  his  new  650-seat  Vil- 
lage Theatre  in  Kanawa  City,  Charles- 
town, W.  Va.,  suburb,  will  be  completed 
by  February  15.  In  addition  to  his  own 
house  he  will  continue  to  manage  two 
Alpine  circuit  theatres  in  that  territory. 

Leon  Lewis  has  been  named  new  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Grand.  He  comes 
from  the  105th  St.  Theatre  in  Cleveland 
. . . From  this  corner  it  looks  as  if  one 
of  the  new  theatres  in  this  territory  may 
not  open  at  all,  due  to  clearance  situ- 
ation which  apparently  cannot  be  settled 
. . . The  Variety  Club,  the  other  night, 
made  Billy  James  a life-time  member. 

Locally  the  clearance  question  has  al- 
ways been  on  the  verge  of  causing  one 
helluva  blowup.  Today  the  problem  is 
even  more  acute,  with  every  indication 
pointing  to  an  explosion.  It  seems  quite 
likely  that  price  cuts  in  the  nabes  are 
coming  soon.  And  with  the  first  reduc- 
tion the  war  is  on! 


Pittsburgh  'Press'  Film 
Editor  Picks  'Ten  Best' 

Pittsburgh — Kaspar  Monahan,  Press 
film  editor,  has  named  the  “best  ten” 
pictures  of  the  year  as  follows: 

“Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,”  “Angels  Over 
Broadway,”  “Edison,  the  Man,”  “Grapes 
of  Wrath,”  “The  Great  McGinty,”  “I 
Love  You  Again,”  “Of  Mice  and  Men,” 
“Ninotchka,”  “The  World  in  Flames”  and 
"Pastor  Hall.” 

Others  of  merit  included:  “Young  Tom 
Edison,”  “Night  Train,”  “Destry  Rides 
Again,”  “The  Ramparts  We  Watch,” 
“They  Knew  What  They  Wanted”  and 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American.” 


"Soundies"  Available 
Around  December  15 

Cleveland — Panoram  Soundies,  the 
nickel-in-the-slot  shows  for  which  James 
Roosevelt  is  producing  product,  will  be 
available  in  northern  Ohio  about  De- 
cember 15.  Urban  Anderson,  Sam  Bro- 
della  and  George  Ulcigan  of  Cleveland 
have  formed  Midwest  Specialties  Co.  for 
the  purpose  of  distributing  the  “Soundies” 
in  this  territory,  having  opened  an  office 
at  308  Film  Bldg. 


Rob  Canton  Theatre 

Canton,  Ohio — An  armed  man  who  held 
up  Manager  Joseph  Calla,  and  two  em- 
ployes of  the  Valentine  Theatre  escaped 
with  approximately  $200  in  cash  after 
binding  his  victims  with  adhesive  tape,  po- 
lice reported. 
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Out  for  Adult  Classes  to 
Study  Motion  Pictures 

Cleveland — “Why  has  Cleveland  no 
adult  classes  for  the  study  of  motion  pic- 
tures?” asks  the  Cleveland  Cinema  Club 
in  its  latest  bulletin. 

Miss  Bertelle  M.  Lyttle,  editor,  admits 
that  the  function  of  film  is  to  entertain, 
but  she  asks  “What  entertains?  What  is 
recreation?  How  shall  we  talk  about  the 
pictures?  In  what  capacity  and  imder 
what  circumstances  are  motion  pictures 
tools  of  education,”  she  propounds. 

Recognizing  motion  pictures  as  one  of 
the  greatest  industries.  Miss  Lyttle  sug- 
gests there  should  be  classes  to  teach  the 
social,  economic,  and  political  aspect  of 
the  industry. 


Clemens  Is  Building  Two 
Units  in  West  Virginia 

Montgomery,  W.  Va.— Archie  Clemens 
of  Black  Diamond  Theatres,  Inc.,  is  build- 
ing two  new  theatres  in  the  Mountain 
State,  one  at  Boomer  to  be  named  the 
Boomer  and  to  cost  upwards  of  $40,000, 
and  a second,  a smaller  de  luxe  theatre, 
at  Cedar  Grove  to  be  named  the  Grove. 


To  Pittsburgh  Party 

Cleveland — Nat  L.  Lefton,  Republic 
franchise  owner,  and  Mrs.  Lefton  were  in 
Pittsburgh  over  the  weekend  to  attend  the 
party  at  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maurice 
Spitalny  announced  the  engagement  of 
their  daughter.  Iris  Ruth,  to  Godfrey  Lef- 
ton, son  of  Jack  Lefton  of  the  Cleveland 
Republic  exchange.  Godfrey  is  affiliated 
with  his  brother,  Lou  of  PRC  in  Pittsburgh. 


Reopen  in  Chicora 

Chicora,  Pa. — The  Chicora  has  been 
modernized  and  reopened  irnder  the  man- 
agement of  M.  Serventi.  The  program  kept 
the  house  closed  for  a week.  New  seating 
and  carpet  are  among  the  various  im- 
provements. The  former  operator  was 
Andy  Procter.  Serventi,  a veteran  exhibi- 
tor, also  purchased  the  former  exhibitor’s 
home  here. 


Conn  Talks  Contract 

Pittsburgh — Billy  Conn,  world’s  light- 
heavyweight  champion,  of  this  city,  who 
defeated  Lee  Savold  last  week,  was  in 
New  York  this  week  huddling  with  M-G-M 
officials  who  wish  to  star  him  in  a series 
of  athletic  shorts.  Some  months  ago  Billy 
went  to  Hollywood  to  investigate  his  film 
offers  but  he  returned  home  unsigned. 


Bows  as  a Theatre 

Stoneboro,  Pa. — The  Community  Civic 
Center,  erected  as  a PWA  project,  was 
opened  as  the  Stone  Theatre  on  Wednes- 
day. H.  J.  Thompson,  president  of  Mid- 
State  Theatres,  Clearfield,  recently  ac- 
quired the  PWA  building. 


Song-Writinq  Contest 

Pittsburgh — Harris  Senator  and  KDKA 
are  joined  in  a song-writing  contest  in 
a tieup  for  20th-Pox’s  “Tin  Pan  Alley.” 
Votes  will  be  cast  until  December  9,  when 
winner  will  be  announced. 


Opens  Imperial  Exchange 

Cleveland — M.  M.  Jacobs  has  opened  his 
new  Imperial  exchange  here.  He  is  dis- 
tributing Astor  pictures  in  the  northern 
Ohio  territory. 


(Continued  from  page  93) 

ner’s  Ambridge,  as  assistant  to  Donn  Wer- 
muth,  manager,  and  John  Senise,  former 
assistant  at  the  circuit’s  Belmar,  is  now 
on  similar  duty  at  the  Sheridan  Square 
. . . Joe  Fleshin,  Producers  Releasing  Cor- 
poration’s West  Virginia  representative,  re- 
ports that  he  is  almost  100  per  cent  sold. 
He  headquarters  at  the  Holley  Hotel, 
Charleston  . . . Billy  ZeVan,  decorator,  has 
purchased  a new  Dodge  sedan.  He  did 
business  with  Jerry  Castelli,  Library  ex- 
hibitor, who  has  the  Dodge  agency  at 
Clairton  . . . George  F.  Callahan  jr.  of 
Exhibitors  Service  Company  is  chairman 
of  a Christmas  dance  at  the  Pittsburgh 
Athletic  Ass’n,  Saturday,  December  14, 
which  is  sponsored  by  the  Allegheny  Coun- 
ty Chapter,  Pennsylvania  Motor  Truck 
Ass’n  . . . Jerome  (Jerry)  Roth,  son  of  the 
Israel  Roths  of  the  Penn,  Penn  Avenue, 
has  reported  at  the  Philadelphia  reserve 
army  quartermaster’s  school. 

Bill  Jervis  states  that  RCA  Photophone’s 
latest  contribution,  “Fantasound,”  will  not 
make  obsolete  the  modern  somid  repro- 
ducing systems.  This  new  equipment  will 
be  installed  at  theatres  as  accessory  equip- 
ment and  is  not  designed  to  replace  any 
modern  sound  system.  "Fantasound”  uti- 
lizes several  film  sound  recordings  and  a 
system  of  multiple  speakers. 

John  Perry,  Belle  Vernon  exhibitor,  is  on 
a big  game  hunting  expedition  in  central 
Pennsylvania  . . . Harry  Stahl  of  Sharon 
has  been  on  the  sick  list  . . . Warner  city 
managers  were  in  charge  of  the  family 
night  shindig  at  the  Variety  Club,  No- 
vember 29,  and  John  T.  McGreevey  was 
King  at  the  December  2 dinner.  Ladies 
Theatrical  Club  will  hold  a card  party  in 
the  club  rooms  Tuesday  afternoon,  Decem- 
ber 10,  proceeds  of  which  will  be  used  to 
purchase  Christmas  baskets  for  the  needy. 
Mrs.  Maurice  Spitalny  and  Mrs.  Ben 
Steerman  are  in  charge  of  tickets. 


Jean  Spitalny  Engaged 

Pittsburgh — An  engagement  of  interest 
to  Cleveland  film  folk  recently  announced 
is  that  of  Jean  Sylvia  Spitalny,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Maurice  Spitalny,  to  Simon  Ack- 
erman of  Indianapolis. 


First  for  Swedish  Star 

Hollywood  — “Father  Takes  a Wife,” 
Lee  Marcus  production  for  RKO,  will  mark 
the  American  screen  debut  of  Signe  Hasso, 
Swedish  importation. 


Assign  Ogden  Nash 

Hollywood — Ogden  Nash  is  adapting 
“Female  of  the  Species,”  from  an  original 
by  Edmund  L.  Hartmann,  for  M-G-M. 

(< 

"No  Speciiic  Cause" 

For  Roof  Collapse 

Pittsburgh — Termites  have  been  exon- 
erated in  the  Harris  Alvin  roof  collapse, 
and  "no  specific  cause  for  the  accident 
could  be  found,”  according  to  Safety 
Director  George  Fairley.  E.  U.  Snaman, 
agent  for  the  building  owners,  blamed 
the  crash  on  dry  rot. 

Four  persons  were  injured  in  the  near- 
tragedy which  occurred  November  14 
during  an  “off  hour"  performance  when 
only  200  persons  were  in  the  theatre. 


Rockne  Memorial  Trophy 
To  Pittsburgh  Fullback 

Pittsburgh — A Knute  Rockne  Memorial 
Trophy  has  been  presented  to  George 
Kracum,  Pitt  fullback,  for  being  chosen 
by  his  teammates  as  the  most  popular 
member  of  Charley  Bowser’s  squad.  The 
trophy  award  was  made  at  the  Schenley 
Theatre,  with  Whitey  Hagan,  Pitt  ath- 
letic director,  as  master  of  ceremonies. 

Another  tieup  with  the  Warner  pro- 
duction, “Knute  Rockne — All  American,” 
at  the  Kenyon,  found  Bruce  Allen,  Alle- 
gheny High  coach,  presenting  a Rockne 
trophy  to  the  “best  sportsman  on  the 
school  squad.”  All  members  of  the  Alle- 
gheny squad  were  guests  of  the  Kenyon 
on  this  occasion. 

Recent  NTS  Installations 
Reported  by  Walters 

Cleveland — L.  H.  Walters,  manager  of 
the  Cleveland  office  of  National  Theatre 
Supply,  announces  the  completion  of  the 
following  installations: 

Madison  Theatre,  Cleveland — New  carpet,  gen- 
erator and  rubber  matting:  Norval.  Cleveland — 
lighting  fixtures,  projectors,  reflector  conver- 
sion units  for  lamp  houses,  carpets  and  rubber 
matting;  Bera,  Berea — projectors,  lamp  houses, 
sound  system;  Drive-In,  Toledo — projectors  and 
sound  system;  high  intensity  lamp  houses,  gen- 
erators and  lenses;  Broadvue,  Cleveland — 1,500 
new  seats;  Lyceum,  Cleveland — 1,400  new  seats. 

Keith’s,  Cleveland — two  projectors;  Telenews, 
Cleveland — two  projectors,  two  lamp  houses,  high 
intensity  generator,  lenses,  screen,  carpeting; 
Strand  and  Columbia,  Alliance,  Ohio — plastic 
moulded  screens;  Palace,  Middlefield — projectors 
and  sound  system. 


Heart  Ailment  Is  Fatal 
To  Barney  B.  Wetsman 

Detroit — Barney  B.  Wetsman  is  dead 
here  following  a short  illness  caused  by 
heart  trouble.  An  active  member  of  De- 
troit Variety  Club,  he  earher  built  a 
number  of  Detroit  theatres,  and  was  close- 
ly associated  personally,  although  not  af- 
filiated in  business,  with  his  brother, 
Frank  A.  Wetsman,  of  Wisper  and  Wets- 
man Theatres,  largest  Detroit-owned  cir- 
cuit. 


One  to  WB  Circuit 

Donora,  Pa. — TTie  Princess,  opened  some 
years  ago  by  Harry  Rubins  and  Thomas 
Shanahan,  has  been  acquired  by  the  War- 
ner circuit,  which  also  has  the  Harris 
and  Liberty  here. 


Urling  Opens  Pine 

Pine  Grove,  W.  Va. — The  newly-con- 
structed Pine  was  opened  here  recently  by 
Walter  B.  Urling,  circuit  operator.  James 
Work  is  presently  building  a theatre  in 
Pine  Grove. 


Named  "Urban" 

Pittsburgh — Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  A.  Mala- 
nos.  East  Pittsburgh  exhibitors,  will  name 
their  new  theatre  under  construction  at 
East  McKeesport  the  Urban.  Work  is  pro- 
gressing rapidly  on  the  600-seater. 


Feeney  Buys  Out  Currey 

Monongah,  W.  Va. — Joseph  Feeney  has 
acquired  the  Strand  here  from  H.  G.  Cur- 
rey. Transfer  will  be  January  1.  Feeney 
is  well  known  in  the  trade  as  the  young 
manager  of  Marks’  Orpheum,  Clarksburg. 
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Credits  Newspaper  Ad 
As  Best  Salesman 


Boston — More  than  68  per  cent  of 
theatre  audiences  in  the  United  States  are 
drawn  directly  by  newspaper  advertising, 
Art  Schmidt,  M-G~M  publicity  head, 
opined  in  a talk  here  last  week  before  the 
Boston  Advertising  Club.  Schmidt  de- 
clared that  individual  theatres  spent  over 
90  per  cent  of  their  advertising  budgets  for 
newspaper  space,  leaning  heavily  on  the 
dailies  because  the  vital  time  factor  in  the 
film  business  requires  a flexible  medium 
capable  of  delivering  the  bulk  of  the  selling 
campaign  to  the  point  of  sale  on  the  day 
preceding  opening  and  on  the  opening  day. 

The  time  element  angle  in  the  film  in- 
dustry, Schmidt  said,  is  comparable  to  that 
of  a department  store  where  a “come  down 
town  today  and  get  it”  sales  appeal  is 
needed. 

“Movies,”  said  Schmidt,  “are  one  of  the 
most  perishable  commodities  made.  The 
movies  are  confronted  with  the  problem 
which  might  face  a merchandiser  with 
millions  of  packages  of  an  unknown  prod- 
uct which  must  be  nationally  distributed  to 
stores  on  December  1,  and  moved  off  the 
shelves  prior  to  December  15.” 

Undue  Concern  of  Gallup  Figures 

Careless  and  inaccurate  interpretation 
of  the  attendance  figures  arrived  at  as  a 
result  of  a recent  Gallup  Poll  has  caused 
undue  concern  about  the  motion  picture 
business  in  the  mind  of  the  public.  A re- 
cent advertising  publication  attributed  a 
supposed  drop  in  average  weekly  attend- 
ance from  80,000,000  to  55,000,000  to  the 
character  of  motion  picture  advertising. 
Actually,  there  is  no  basis  for  a compari- 
son of  these  two  figures  according  to 
Schmidt. 

“The  Gallup  figure  never  pretended  to 
be  average  attendance,”  Schmidt  said,  “It 
was  a one  week  report  on  a specific  week 
in  July.  Based  on  seasonal  variation  in 
business  and  pictures  available  at  that 
time  this  figure  is  approximately  what  the 
industry  estimates  would  expect,  and  ac- 
curacy of  the  Gallup  survey  is  not  ques- 
tioned. But  in  the  light  of  the  business 
variation  these  figures  would  indicate  an 
average  weekly  attendance  over  the  year 
of  approximately  the  same  as  1930,  and 
quite  possibly  slightly  in  excess.” 


Two  Interstate  Theatres 
Shift  About  Schedules 

Rochester,  N.  H. — Several  changes  went 
into  effect  December  1 in  the  operating 
schedule  of  the  Scenic  and  Colonial  thea- 
tres, Interstate  circuit  houses  here. 

The  Scenic  is  now  showing  the  same 
film  Sunday  and  Monday;  another  picture 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday:  a new  feature 
Thursday,  and  a double  feature  Friday  and 
Saturday. 

The  Colonial  has  the  same  film  as  the 
Scenic  on  Sunday,  but  no  show  on  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday.  A new  picture  is  of- 
fered Wednesday  and  another  Thursday. 
There  is  no  program  Friday,  and  a new 
bill  Saturday. 


Assigned  "Man's  World" 

Hollywood — George  Bricker  is  adapt- 
ing “Man’s  World”  for  Producer  Sam 
Bischoff  at  Columbia. 


Up  in  Monogram — 

Two  New  Englanders  are  moved  into 
the  higher  ranks  of  Monogram  with 
the  election  of  Herman  Rif  kin  (top)  as 
vice-president  and  a member  of  the 
board,  and  the  appointment  of  Steve 
Broidy  (bottom)  as  geiieral  sales  man- 
ager succeeding  Edward  A.  Golden. 
Both  are  Bostonians.  Golden  will  pro- 
duce for  the  company. 


Turn  Out  for  Testimonial 
Dinner  to  Steve  Broidy 

Boston — A “Hail  and  Farewell”  testi- 
monial dinner  was  accorded  Steve  Broidy, 
newly  appointed  Monogram  sales  manager, 
at  the  Statler  here  Tuesday. 

Nate  Furst,  former  local  Warner  branch 
manager  and  later  Monogram  special  sales 
representative,  succeeds  Broidy  as  Mono- 
gram’s New  England  sales  manager. 

The  affair  in  honor  of  the  retiring  local 
Monogram  sales  chief  was  attended  by  a 
big  section  of  the  industry  and  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Boston  Friars  Club,  to  whose 
presidency  Broidy  was  recently  elected. 

Morey  Goldstein,  M-G-M  salesman,  was 
chaii’man  in  charge  of  the  affair;  Ed 
Morey,  local  Republic  salesman,  was  vice 
chairman;  Murray  Weiss,  identified  with 
the  equipment  field,  was  treasurer. 

The  general  committee  included  such 
film  heads  as  Ed  Ansin,  Edward  X.  Calla- 
han, Joe  Cifre,  Jack  Davis,  John  Dervin, 
Ted  Fleischer,  Hy  Fine,  Nat  Furst,  Major 
Patrick  F.  Healy,  A1  Kane. 

William  Kelly,  Max  Levenson,  Joe  Leven- 
son,  Abe  Levine,  Max  Melincoff,  William 
Mancuso,  Martin  Mullin,  Herman  Rifkin, 
Phil  Seletsky,  Phil  Smith,  Ralph  Snider, 
Harold  Stoneman,  Martin  Tuohey,  Ben 
Welansky  and  Maurice  Wolf. 


Holds  Bank  Night  No 
Target  in  Game  Ban 

Boston — “Bank  Night  has  not  been 
stopped  in  Massachusetts,  is  not  going  to 
be  stopped,”  Roy  E.  Heffner,  New  England 
distributor,  told  Boxoffice  this  week. 

Heffner  admitted  that  a recent  court 
order  “to  stop  all  games,”  issued  following 
the  Lucky  conviction  which  William  H. 
McLaughlin  of  the  Stoneham  in  Stoneham 
was  a nominal  defendant,  was  being  in- 
terpreted by  some  local  authorities  as  in- 
cluding Bank  Night. 

“Such  interpretations  are  mistakes,” 
Heffner  said,  “and  are  being  straightened 
out  in  the  few  places  in  which  they  are 
arising.  Bank  Night  already  has  been 
given  a clean  slate  in  Massachusetts  as  a 
result  of  the  decision  of  Judge  Fosdick  in 
Middlesex  superior  court  in  a test  case  held 
there.” 

Heffner  stated  that  the  pioneer  cash 
giveaway,  now  being  operated  here  and 
elsewhere  under  a card  system,  devised 
and  incorporated  by  himself,  is  expanding 
in  this  territory.  In  the  past  two  weeks 
new  accounts  have  been  opened  in  Hyde 
Park  and  Dorchester. 


Waldo  vs.  Dondis  Suit 
Hearina  Scheduled 

Boston — Trial  of  the  anti-trust  case 
being  brought  by  George  S.  Ryan,  local  at- 
torney, in  behalf  of  the  Waldo  Theatre 
Corp.  against  Joe  Dondis  et  al.  was  sched- 
uled to  begin  here  Tuesday.  Francis  P. 
Freeman  has  been  named  by  U.  S.  district 
court  to  sit  as  Master  on  the  hearings. 

Ryan  recently  concluded  prosecution  of 
a similar  anti-trust  action,  in  which 
Charles  Morse  and  Louis  Rothenberg  thea- 
tre interests  were  plaintiffs,  after  three 
calendar  years  of  hearings  before  a Mas- 
ter. No  decision  has  as  yet  been  handed 
down  on  this  latter  litigation. 

Set  December  13  as  Last 
Day  for  Filing  Briefs 

Middletown,  Conn. — Last  day  for  filing 
of  briefs  in  the  “conspiracy”  cases  of  S&S 
Theatre  Corp.  and  Middlesex  Theatre,  Inc. 
vs.  Salvatore  Adorno,  their  former  partner 
and  manager,  will  be  December  13.  Judge 
Ernest  Simpson  heard  attorney  summaries 
of  the  facts  in  the  cases  following  examina- 
tion of  almost  75  witnesses  and  filing  of 
over  100  exhibits  in  six  weeks  of  trial. 
Plaintiffs  seek  a total  of  $269,000  damages 
and  an  iniunction  restraining  Adorno  in- 
terests from  operation  of  a theatre  in  Mid- 
dletown. 


Allen  s in  New  Bedford 
Is  Destroyed  by  Fire 

New  Bedford,  Conn. — One  man  was  led 
to  safety  by  firemen  and  about  a dozen 
others  were  driven  to  the  street  as  fire 
destroyed  Allen’s  Theatre  here  and  ruined 
10  adjoining  shops. 


Game,  Not  Houses,  Closed 

Boston  — The  cash  giveaway  game 
“Lucky,”  used  at  John  Hennes’  Apollo  and 
George  Solomon’s  Columbia,  was  closed, 
and  not  the  two  houses  as  erroneously 
reported.  The  action  was  repeated  in 
dozens  of  Massachusetts  houses  following 
a lottery  conviction  against  the  game. 
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M&P  Outlines  Sales  Method 
For  Xmas  Movie  Books 


Boston — The  sales  of  Christmas  Movie 
Check  Books  by  the  M&P  Theatres  Corp. 
are  being  pressed  in  the  approximately  100 
prospective  theatres  of  the  circuit.  Pri- 
mary success  of  the  enterprise  is  stimu- 
lating numerous  other  New  England  houses 
to  go  in  for  the  promotion  as  a boxoffice 
stimulant  for  the  holiday  season. 

The  minutely  planned  merchandising 
technique  evolved  by  M&P  and  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Meyer  Marcus  of 
the  circuit’s  publicity  department,  is  be- 
ing followed  to  a large  extent  throughout 
the  territory. 

M&P  Theatres  Corp.  is  selling  books  in 
two  denominations,  one  for  one  dollar  and 
the  other  for  $2,50,  both  at  10  per  cent  reT 
ductions.  All  employes  are  being  drafted 
for  the  promotion  and  their  efforts  stimu- 
lated by  the  setting  up  of  campaign  prizes. 
Managers  of  individual  houses  are  holding 
staff  meetings  for  discussion  of  Movie 
Check  Books  from  every  possible  angle. 
Rival  selling  crews  have  been  organized  in 
a number  of  houses. 

Stations  in  Stores 

One  successful  stunt  has  been  the  set- 
ting up  of  color  displays  and  sales  stations 
in  local  stores.  Other  merchants  have  been 
interested  in  giving  away  the  books  to 
customers  whose  purchases  reach  a cer- 
tain amount.  A number  of  business  con- 
cerns are  being  sold  on  the  idea  of  secur- 
ing the  books  for  staff  presents.  Charit- 


Promoted — 

Thomas  J.  Donaldson,  New  Haven 
branch  manager  for  Metro,  who  was 
promoted  to  manager  of  the  Boston 
branch  at  the  Chicago  sales  meeting 
of  his  company.  Morey  Goldstein. 
Boston  city  salesman,  becomes  branch 
manager  in  New  Haven  on  January 
1.  John  P.  Byrne,  Boston  manager, 
has  been  promoted  to  a district  man- 
ager and  will  supervise  Des  Moines, 
Omaha,  Denver  and  Salt  Lake  City 
offices. 


able  organizations  have  been  selling  tickets 
for  the  full  amount  and  thus  securing  the 
10  per  cent  premium  for  the  particular 
benevolencies  in  which  they  are  interested. 

“Analyze  your  town  for  big  prospects,” 
suggests  M&P  advertising  headquarters. 
"Pick  out  those  firms  that  have  the  larg- 
est number  of  employes.  Personally  con- 
tact the  chief  executives  of  these  firms  and 
sell  them  the  idea  of  giving  Movie  Check 
Books  to  their  employes  as  Christmas 
presents.”  The  same  also  points,  “that 
many  army  camps  will  be  situated  near 
one  of  our  theatres.  The  ideal  gift  to  the 
drafted  men  at  these  camps  would  be  a 
Movie  Check  Book.  It’s  a sure-fire  way  to 
stimulate  business.” 

Business  must  be  drummed  up,  sum- 
marises the  circuit’s  advertising  depart- 
ment. 

Urge  Personal  Contact 

“Experience  with  the  sale  of  Movie 
Check  Books  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
proves  conclusively  that  our  sales  must  be 
made  the  hard  way;  through  unlimited  en- 
thusiasm and  effort.  If  we  simply  run  the 
trailer,  display  the  lobby  poster  and  box- 
office  card,  and  then  wait  for  the  books  to 
sell,  we’re  going  to  be  very  disappointed 
with  the  results, 

“The  sale  of  these  books  requires  a 
selling  job — and  salesmanship.  We  must 
make  use  of  personal  contact,  of  the  tele- 
phone, of  direct  mail,  and  any  and  every 
other  method  of  forcing  sales. 

“In  other  words,  we’ve  got  to  drum  up 
business,  and  it  can  be  done.” 

The  accounting  procedure,  not  the 
least  important  part  of  the  campaign,  has 
been  gone  into  by  H.  W.  Glidden,  an  ex- 
ecutive. 

“All  booklets  are  to  be  serially  num- 
bered,” said  Glidden.  “'The  accounting  de- 
partment will  be  notified  of  the  serial 
numbers  of  each  booklet  shipped  to  your 
theatre.  Upon  your  receipt  of  booklets 
they  become  the  equivalent  of  cash  in  your 
possession  and  must  be  accounted  for  as 
such  and  you  should  immediately  infonn 
the  accounting  department  of  the  exact 
number  of  booklets  received  and  the  serial 
number  of  each  booklet.  For  this  purpose, 
we  have  provided  a form  which  will  be  en- 
closed as  a shipping  slip  in  the  package  of 
booklets.  This  form  will  show  the  quantity 
of  each  price  booklet  shipped  to  you  and 
the  serial  numbers  of  those  booklets,  both 
numbers  to  be  inclusive.  Upon  receipt  of 
the  booklets  you  will  immediately  date  and 
sign  the  form  and  mail  it  to  the  under- 
signed. 

Accounting  Outlined 

“Each  day  with  your  daily  receipts  you 
will  deposit  the  funds  received  from  the 
sale  of  the  booklets.  The  cash  will  be 
deposited  and  the  amount  shown  separate- 
ly on  your  daily  boxoffice  report  under  the 
caption  ‘Receipts  from  Booklet  Sales.’  If 
the  number  of  booklets  sold  in  any  one 
day  is  small,  the  serial  numbers  of  those 
sold  may  be  shown  on  your  daily  box- 
office  report.  If  there  are  too  many 
serial  numbers  to  be  conveniently  marked 
on  the  face  of  the  daily  box  office  report, 
the  numbers  should  be  listed  on  the  back 
of  the  original  of  the  report.  The  num- 
bers need  not  be  shown  on  any  of  the 
copies  except  your  own.  The  amount  of 
your  ticket  sales,  plus  the  amount  received 
from  the  sale  of  booklets  will,  of  course. 


— Photo  hy  Lippman 

Call  on  Star — 

Hartfordites,  on  a recent  trip  to  Hol- 
lywood, visit  Irene  Dunne  on  the  set 
of  “Penny  Serenade”  at  the  Colum- 
bia studios.  Left  to  right  are  Miss 
Dunne,  George  E.  Landers,  manager 
of  E.  M.  Loew’s;  and  J.  B.  Tuthill, 
film  editor  of  the  Hartford  Times. 


result  in  the  amount  of  your  deposit  for 
the  day. 

“There  is  a sheet  in  each  booklet  with 
printed  provision  for  the  name  and  ad- 
dress and  associated  information  relating 
to  the  purchaser.  When  the  booklet  is 
sold,  be  sure  that  this  information  is  filled 
in  and  mailed  to  the  accounting  depart- 
ment in  a sealed  envelope  attached  to  the 
daily  boxoffice  report  showing  the  deposit 
for  the  sale.  These  sheets  will  be  num- 
bered with  the  same  identification  num- 
ber as  the  booklet  and  coupons.  In  the  ac- 
counting department  we  will  establish  a 
cross  index  file  both  numerically  and 
alphabetically,  and  you  should  also  have 
in  the  theatre  the  name  and  address  of 
each  individual  purchaser.  This  record 
should  be  kept  in  the  theatre  as  protection 
against  the  possibility  of  loss  of  the  sales 
record  sheets  before  they  reach  the  ac- 
counting department. 

Tax  Must  Be  Paid 

“The  coupons  will  be  presented  by  the 
patron  in  exchange  for  admission  tickets. 
Admission  taxes  will  be  paid  by  the  patron 
in  cash  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  the 
coupons  redeemed  for  admission  tickets. 
The  patron  must  not  use  coupons  in  an 
amount  in  excess  of  the  admission  price. 
He  must  pay  the  tax  in  cash  and  he  must 
also  pay  in  cash  any  difference  between 
the  amount  of  the  coupon  presented  and 
the  amount  of  admission.  He  is  not  to 
receive  change  in  cash  for  the  amount  of 
coupons  exceeding  the  admission  price.  For 
example,  if  the  admission  price  is  30  cents, 
the  patron  may  purchase  his  ticket  with 
a 25  cent  coupon,  a five  cent  coupon  and 
$.03  in  cash  for  taxes.  He  may  not  pur- 
chase his  admission  by  presenting  a 25 
cent  coupon  and  a 10  cent  coupon  and  re- 
ceive $.02  in  change,  and  neither  may  he 
pay  for  his  admission  by  presenting  a 25 
cent  coupon  and  a 10c  coupon  and  $.03  tax 
and  receive  $.05  change.  There  is  to  be  no 
cash  returned  to  the  patron  because  of 
the  difference  in  the  value  of  the  coupon 
and  the  value  of  the  admission  ticket.” 
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Report  Several  Bills  in 
Store  for  Industry 


Boston — A bevy  of  bills  affecting  the 
motion  picture  industry  are  being  readied 
for  filing  with  the  1941  state  legislature, 
this  publication  has  learned.  Usual  tax 
and  censorship  proposals  are  expected 
when  the  Bay  State  governing  body  con- 
venes on  January  2,  after  a one-year  vaca- 
tion under  the  new  bi-annual  sessions  law 
which  became  effective  last  year.  The  only 
film  proposal  advanced  to  date  is  one  that 
would  require  Massachusetts  film  houses  to 
play  the  national  anthem  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  each  performance.  This  practice, 
prevalent  at  the  time  of  the  last  war  was 
discontinued,  film  spokesmen  pointed,  not 
because  of  reasons  involving  patriotism, 
but  because  patrons’  complaints  of  being 
inconvenienced  by  forced  risings  and  by  an 
outbreak  of  petty  thefts  via  the  tilted 
seat  route. 

Bill  for  a State  Lottery 
Filed  in  Massachusetts 

Springfield,  Mass. — A bill  to  provide  for 
a $50,000  state  lottery  has  been  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  the  senate  by  Senator-elect 
P.  Eugene  Casey. 

The  lottery  would  be  conducted  by  a 
board  of  three  to  be  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor and  would  give  the  state  a monopoly 
of  the  lottery  business  in  Massachusetts. 
Proceeds,  if  any,  after  payment  of  prizes 
and  expenses,  would  be  turned  over  to  the 
towns  and  cities  to  reduce  local  taxation. 

At  the  recent  state  election,  voters  in  a 
number  of  communities  expressed  their 
favor  of  the  lottery  plan  in  order  to  raise 
money  for  indigent  aged. 

Filmites  Active  in  Work 
For  Charity  Benefit 

Boston — Film  men  are  prominent  among 
the  civic  leaders  working  in  behalf  of  the 
charitable  show  to  be  held  at  the  Majestic 
December  22  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Volunteers  of  America. 

Joseph  Brennan,  executive  secretary  of 
the  MPTO  here;  Harry  MacDonald,  RKO 
divisional  manager;  A1  Somerby,  opera- 
tor of  the  Howard  Atheneum,  and  Jack 
Goodwin,  Metropolitan  managing  director, 
are  among  the  local  film  men  serving  on 
the  committee  in  charge.  Tickets  for  the 
affair  were  donated  by  the  Globe  Ticket 
Co. 

Ben  Domingo  Will  Host 
Orphans  at  Xmas  Party 

Boston — Ben  Domingo,  RKO  city  man- 
ager, will  be  host  to  approximately  1,500 
orphan  children  at  a Christmas  Party  to 
be  held  this  year  on  the  stage  of  the  RKO 
Boston. 

Children  will  be  brought  from  various 
orphanages  to  the  theatre  and  back  in 
buses.  After  entertainment,  there  will  be 
candy  and  toys  distributed  to  each  of  the 
children. 


Capital  Meet  Likely 

Boston — The  next  eastern  regional 
meeting  of  Allied  States  Association  will 
probably  be  held  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
early  in  January,  Frank  Lydon,  eastern 
regional  vice-president  and  Independent 
Exhibitors,  Inc.,  prexy,  stated  here  this 
week.  The  confab,  Lydon  declared,  will 
likely  be  called  in  conjunction  with  the 
national  board  meeting. 


TERRY  CROWLEY,  M-G-M  booker,  has 
* been  confined  to  St.  Elizabeth’s  Hospital 
for  an  appendix  removal  . . . Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald made  her  Boston  debut  as  a con- 
cert singer  at  Symphony  Hall  here  Friday. 
She  planned  subsequent  apeparances  at 
Hartford  and  at  White  Plains  before  join- 
ing Gene  Raymond  in  New  York. 

James  Craig,  assistant  to  Tony  Zinn  at 
Keith’s  Boston,  has  been  ill  for  some  time 
following  a recent  operation  . . . Hibbard 
“Pop”  Henderson,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Paramount  in  Boston,  has  been  called 
to  duty  effective  November  20  on  a tender 
to  a transport  in  the  Naval  Reserves.  He 
was  given  a send-off  by  his  friends  and 
associates. 

George  Kraska,  operator  of  the  Fine 
Arts  in  Boston,  will  install  special  arc 
lamps  and  16mm  equipment  for  the  Bos- 
ton premiere  of  the  travelogue  import, 
“Here’s  Ireland”  . . . Fred  Greenway, 
Loew’s  State  manager,  set  aside  last  Mon- 
day as  “Boston  College  Night”  at  Back 
Bay  house.  The  B.  C.  squad  and  coaches 
were  invited  guests  to  witness  film  of  the 
B.  C. -Georgetown  game. 

Joe  Mansfield,  usher  at  Keith’s  Me- 
morial, has  been  promoted  to  the  publicity 
department  . . . Maurice  N.  Wolf,  M-G-M 
divisional  manager;  Jack  Byrne,  Boston 
branch  manager,  and  Tom  Donaldson,  New 
Haven  manager,  were  in  Chicago  to  attend 
a mid-season  confab  of  branch  and  dis- 
trict heads. 

Frank  Lydon,  president  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Exhibitors,  Inc.,  returned  to  his  Ham- 
ilton in  Dorchester  following  a brief  ill- 
ness . . . John  Stone,  usher  at  the  Keith’s 
Memorial,  has  been  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  assistant  chief  . . . Edward  Shana- 


(r 


: NEW  HAMPSHIRE  : 
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lyTRS.  ANSEL  SANBORN,  wife  of  the 
Carroll  county  circuiteer,  won  a spe- 
cial prize  at  a dinner  staged  by  the  Ossipee 
Rotary  Club  for  the  Rotary-Anns  . . . 
After  a recent  show  at  Pineland  in  Centre 
Ossipee,  the  names  of  three  persons  on  the 
list  of  the  many  who  visited  Mystery  Pond 
in  that  town  during  last  summer  were 
chosen.  Each  received  a fine  trout  from 
the  pond.  Each  year,  a trout  from  Mys- 
tery Pond  is  flown  to  President  Roosevelt. 

Corey  Ford,  Hollywood  scenarist  who  is 
staying  at  his  lodge  in  Freedom,  is  mourn- 
ing the  loss  of  his  valuable  blue  tick  set- 
ter, which  was  mistaken  for  a deer  by  a 
hunter,  and  shot  . . . The  new  auditorium 
at  Keene  High  School  was  used  for  a film 
program  for  the  first  time  when  New 
Hampshire’s  own  movie,  “The  Ninth  State,” 
was  shown. 

The  sum  of  $37,400  will  be  divided  among 
the  nine  major  fairs  which  operate  an- 
nually in  New  Hampshire,  under  the  state 
law  which  gives  them  one  quarter  of  one 
per  cent  of  the  “take”  at  Rockingham 
Park,  the  pari-mutuel  racetrack  in  Salem. 

The  Common  Council  in  Keene  has 
amended  the  city  ordinance  to  permit  the 
erection  of  advertising  signs  over  side- 
walks not  larger  than  30  square  feet  . . . 
The  Somersworth  was  used  to  stage  the 
Somersworth  High  School  seniors’  annual 
play. 


T O 

han,  captain  at  Keith’s  Memorial,  an- 
nounces his  marriage  to  Loretta  Grimes,  a 
telephone  company  employe. 

Mrs.  George  S.  Ryan,  wife  of  the  film 
district  lawyer,  is  chairman  of  the  mem- 
bership committee  in  Belmont  of  the  De- 
fend America  movement  of  William  Allen 
White  . . . George  Kraska  of  the  Fine  Arts 
has  a new  secretary,  Loretta  Gaffyiey. 

Theodora  Lytle,  secretary  to  Arthur  K. 
Howard  of  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc., 
has  given  the  organization’s  20  Shawmut 
Street  offices  a holiday  touch  with  Christ- 
mas decorations  . . . Tom  Fahey  of  the 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.  has  been  out  with 
the  grippe. 

Shepard  Epstein,  special  representative 
of  the  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  has 
beeyi  in  the  Connecticut  territory  these 
past  few  weeks,  cooperating  with  Laurence 
Caplan  of  Allied  Theatres  of  Connecticut 
in  a current  membership  drive. 

Ed  McGrane  and  Lillian  Anderson,  both 
of  the  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  accounting  de- 
partment, plan  to  be  married  . . . Paul 
Levi,  publicity  director  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan, returned  to  work  last  week  following  a 
siege  of  grippe.  Martin  Glazer,  Para- 
mount and  Fenway  publicity  head,  covered 
at  the  Met  during  Levi’s  absence. 

Herb  Higgins,  operator  of  an  indepen- 
dent booking  agency,  was  out  of  town  last 
week  on  business  . . . Richard  Rubin,  opera- 
tor of  the  State  in  Saugus,  has  scheduled 
his  boat  for  winter  storage  from  the 
Charles  River. 

A1  Longo,  assistant  to  Joe  DiPesa  in  the 
Loew’s  local  publicity  department,  acted 
as  sports  commentator  at  the  Orpheum 
during  the  recent  showings  of  the  B.  C.- 
Georgetown  football  game  there.  A stu- 
dent from  B.  C.  did  the  same  each  day  at 
Loew’s  State. 

Roy  E.  Heffner  jr.,  formerly  manager 
of  the  Key  in  Middleboro,  now  is  manag- 
ing the  Tower  in  Lowell  . . . Paulette  God- 
dard and  Boris  Morros  are  expected  in 
town  with  exploitation  on  “Second  Chorus” 
. . . Nick  Hernkind,  formerly  in  the  M&P 
Theatres  Corp.  accounting  department 
here,  is  now  with  Paramount  in  New  York 
. . . Nan  Cohen,  also  formerly  with  M&P 
here,  now  too,  is  with  Paramount  in  New 
York. 

Joe  DiPesa,  publicity  director  for  Loew’s 
State  and  Orpheum,  tied  in  with  Page  & 
Shaw’s,  candy  manufacturers,  for  the 
opening  of  “Bitter  Sweet”  at  the  State  for 
the  handing  out  of  “Bitter  Sweet”  choco- 
lates to  the  first  200  women  attending  the 
opening  performance  . . . William  Koster, 
theatre  seat  renovation  expert,  is  busy 
these  days  now  that  his  protege,  A1  Mc- 
Coy, is  training  to  meet  Joe  Louis,  Decem- 
ber 16,  at  the  Boston  Garden  for  the 
world’s  heavyweight  championship. 

Martha  Heffner,  now  attending  West- 
brook Junior  College  in  Portland,  recently 
took  a Maine  hunting  trip  with  her  father, 
the  Bank  Night  distributor  and  operator  of 
Specialty  Pictures,  Inc. 


Arthur  Lubin  Held 
Hollywood — Universal  has  given  Arthur 
Lubin  a long-term  directorial  contract. 
“Buck  Privates”  is  his  first  assignment 
under  it. 
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TJOWNTOWNS  were  thankful  for  hold- 
outs Thanksgiving  night,  but  several 
nabes  said  business  was  not  as  good  as  last 
year.  With  strong  opposition,  and  in  spite 
of  advanced  prices,  “NWMP”  stood  them 
up  Thanksgiving  day,  but  the  midnight 
show  Thanksgiving  Eve  proved  once  more 
New  Haveners  won’t  stay  up  late  for  a 
movie  unless  it’s  New  Year’s  eve  . . . Dix- 
well  Playhouse  distributed  a dozen  turkeys, 
while  the  Strand  made  it  ten.  . . Lido  was 
the  only  house  in  Waterbury  to  try  the 
turkey  giveaway  . . . Jodoin,  Baltic  opera- 
tor says  he  had  four  turkeys — three  alive 
and  one  on  the  screen  . . . Embassy,  New 
Britain,  showed  “Escape”  at  a Thanksgiv- 
ing eve  late  show,  with  seats  at  40  cents 
plus  tax. 

Tim  O’Toole  spent  Thanksgiving  with  his 
family  in  Boston  . . . Ben  Lourie  had  a 
special  diet  of  toast  and  tea  with  his 
Thanksgiving  laryngitis  . . . “What  was 
good  enough  for  the  Pilgrims,  is  good 
enough  for  me,’’  Sam  Rosen  decided  after 
an  $18  smoked  turkey  fiasco  . . . The  J.  B. 
Fishmans  celebrated  the  holiday  in  Fair- 
field  with  the  Aaron  Fislnnans  . . . Harold 
Rubin  of  Metro  back  in  Boston  for  the 
holiday  . . . Charlotte  McGuigan,  secretary 
to  Harry  Shaw,  spent  the  weekend  at  Har- 
risburg with  the  William  Elders.  He  is  the 
former  Bijou  manager  . . . Gladys  Rocks 
of  National  Theatre  Supply  off  to  West- 
field  for  turkey  . . . Joe  Reed  of  Bantam 
and  Washington,  had  his  in  style  at  the 
Old  Hundred. 


Big  improvement  in  the  new  and  at- 
tractive 700-seat  Grand,  renovated  com- 
pletely by  the  Cannons.  Modern  Theatre 
Equipment,  with  Lou  Phillips  personally 
supervising,  supplied  all  interior  equip- 
ment. House  opened  with  “Return  of  Frank 
James”  and  “My  Love  Came  Back”  . . . 
Warner  closes  both  the  Rialto,  South  Nor- 
walk, and  the  State,  South  Manchester, 
December  16  for  $25,000  renovation  jobs. 
Both  houses  reopen  Christmas  day.  Rise- 
man  and  Lercari  of  Boston  are  the  deco- 
rators. . . Baileys  may  redecorate  the 
Whalley  . . . Phil  Schwartz  is  erecting  a 
new  marquee  at  the  Parkway,  Bridgeport. 

Christmas  already  very  much  in  the  air 
. . . Street  decorations  and  lights  went  up 
the  day  after  Thanksgiving.  Merchants’ 
Xmas  parade  well  attended  . . . Roger 
Sherman  may  have  “Santa  Fe  Trail”  for 
Xmas  week  attraction,  with  a late  show 
Xmas  eve  . . . Bob  Portle  is  first  to  sell 
his  Plaza,  Worcester,  for  a Xmas  week 
morning  show  . . . The  Earl  Wrights  of 
2Qth-Fox  will  be  spending  Christmas  in 
St.  Petersburg  . . . Boxoffice  pre-Christ- 
mas special  edition,  carrying  greetings  of 
local  and  national  outfits  to  the  trade,  will 
be  particularly  festive  this  year.  Watch  for 
it!  . . . J.  R.  Mahan,  Pete  DeFazio,  Angelo. 
Vic,  and  the  other  Warnerites  hope  to  be 
getting  off  to  a flying  start  on  the  Sears 
drive  just  before  Christmas.  The  New 
Haveners  were  first  in  their  division  last 
year. 

Lou  Brown’s  Providence  visit  to  Elmer 
Snowden  and  Charles  Wagner,  Jeanette 
MacDonald’s  representatives,  and  Art 
Schmidt,  head  of  Metro  publicity  depart- 
ment, clinched  the  arrangements  for  Loew- 
Poli  managers  and  their  local  film  and 
music  critics  to  attend  the  cocktail  party 
given  by  the  gracious  lady  at  the  Hotel 
Bond,  Hartford,  on  Saturday  preceding 
her  concert  there  on  Sunday.  From  Hart- 
ford the  star  proceeded  to  New  York  where 
she  attended  the  Met  with  her  husband. 
Gene  Raymond,  after  which  she  gave  a 


concert  in  White  Plains  . . . Hartford’s  well 
known  Conn  & Rose  have  formed  a new 
corporation,  Conrose  Artists,  Inc.,  with 
$50,000  authorized  capital,  $1,000  com- 
mencing business.  Incorporators  are  Sam- 
uel H.  Rosenthal,  Pauline  R.  Conn  and 
Fannie  Himmelstein  of  Hartford  . . . Tlie 
Actors  Protective  Ass’n  of  Hartford  has 
changed  its  name  to  Vaudeville  Artists 
Ass’n,  Inc.  . . . Providence  operators  in 
town  to  negotiate  for  the  Milford  Drive-In 
. . . Joe  Faith  of  Terryville,  Collinsville  and 
Unionville  has  retained  Spartacus  as  gen- 
eral contractor  to  convert  Red  Men’s  Hall, 
Bristol,  into  a theatre. 

Leon  Janney  made  a personal  appear- 
ance at  the  Globe,  Bridgeport,  day  before 
New  England  premiere  of  “Adolesceiice” 
at  the  theatre  . . . Roxy,  New  Britain,  tried 
a Polish  feature  with  “Flight  Angels,”  all 
for  20  cents  . . . “Baker's  Wife”  plays  Play- 
house, New  Canaan,  after  Hartford  and 
New  Haven  engagements  . . . Maurice 
Keppner  using  bicycles  as  Saturday  after- 
noon giveaways  in  Glastonbury  . . . Adolph 
Johnson  has  booked  Mine.  Zelaine,  psychic, 
at  the  New  Stra7id,  White  Plams,  Jariuary 
5-11  . . . Bmgo  finally  losing  popularity  as 
competition,  it  is  felt  . . . Harold  Rubin 
is  selling  a cake  server  as  a single  goodwill 
giveaway  week  or  two  before  Xmas  to  West 
End.  Bridgeport,  and  Lido,  Waterbury  . . . 
State,  New  Haven,  is  a new  user  of  Metro 
enamelware  . . . Emil  Feldberg  has  signed 
up  Fishman  houses  for  National  Screen 
Accessories.  Also  the  Westville,  Hippodrome 
and  Rialto.  Bridgeport,  and  State,  Tor- 
rington. 

Shepard  Epstein  reporting  good  progress 
with  Allied  Theatre  Owners  membership 


: NEW  BRITAIN  : 

^ - ' V 

J^L  IRELAND  is  the  new  doorman  at  the 
Roxy  on  Broad  Street  . . . Robert  Jen- 
kins, usher  at  the  Embassy,  has  resigned 
to  join  the  Navy.  He  is  succeeded  by  his 
brother,  Richard  . . . Patrick  McMahon, 
manager  of  the  State,  was  in  New  Haven 
on  business. 

Randy  Mailer,  Strand  manager,  an- 
nounces the  addition  of  Edward  Turk  to 
the  ushers’  corps  . . . I?i  town  last  Monday 
afternoon  to  visit  Randy  Mailer,  manager 
of  the  Strand,  was  B.  E.  Hoffman,  War- 
ner zone  maiiager  . . . Peter  Perakos,  Pal- 
ace owner,  has  started  a big  deal  at  that 
theatre  . . . Embassy  held  a special  pre- 
view of  “Escape”  on  Thaiiksgiving  eve. 

Roxy  had  a Polish  show  . . . Arch  Street 
Theatre  brought  in  “Boom  Town”  at  reg- 
ular prices  . . . “Down  Argentine  Way” 
did  terrific  business  at  the  Palace. 


Three  Hold  “Escape" 

Hartford — “Escape”  was  held  over  for 
a second  week  at  the  Loew-Poli  Elm  Street, 
Worcester;  Palace,  Hartford,  and  at  the 
College,  New  Haven. 


Distribute  “Cash  Quiz" 

Boston — “Cash  Quiz”  is  the  latest  game 
for  theatre  patrons  being  distributed  by 
Premium  Promotion  Syndicate. 


campaign.  Next  Allied  meeting  Tuesday, 
December  10  . . . Gus  Schaefer,  RKO  di- 
vision manager,  was  a recent  Saturday 
visitor  in  New  Haven  . . . Thomas  Donald- 
son joined  the  Boston  contingent  on  the 
20th  Century  to  Chicago  for  a Metro  meet- 
ing . . . Milton  Fishman,  son  of  Aaron 
Fishman  of  the  Community,  Fairfield,  is 
recuperating  at  New  Haven  Hospital  from 
an  operation  . . . Jules  Lapidus,  district 
manager  of  Universal,  in  from  New  York 
. . . S.  DeGenaro  of  Esperia  Film,  New 
York,  in  town  with  some  Italian  films  . . . 
Phil  Saslow  of  Fishman  Theatres  has 
broken  ground  for  his  new  home  on  Boule- 
vard . . . Lee  Malcarni  back  at  the  Essex 
Square  after  a seige  of  the  grippe  . . . 
Hymie  Schwartz  of  the  Hillcrest,  Taft- 
ville,  announces  the  engagement  of  his 
daughter;  Rose,  to  a New  York  lothario 
. . . Joe  Shulman  of  the  Rivoli  and  Web- 
ster has  moved  from  his  penthouse  above 
the  Webster  to  Farmington  Avenue  to  be 
“away  from  it  all”  . . . William  Benson, 
formerly  of  Long  Island,  is  the  new  sales- 
man at  Universal. 

Charles  Steam,  UA  district  manager; 
Haskell  Masters,  general  Canadian  man- 
ager, and  Dave  Greisdorf,  Roosevelt  repre- 
sentative, visited  New  Haven  and  Lou 
Wechsler  . . . Reva  Gerrell  and  Stanley 
Criscuolo  are  new  at  Advertising  Accesso- 
ries office  . . . George  Weber  of  Metro  went 
professional  again  with  pictures  of  Brook- 
lyn Dodgers  vs.  New  York  Giants  game  . . . 
Roy  Phelps  showed  his  pictures  of  the  last 
Denis- Roosevelt  expedition  to  China,  In- 
dia, and  Africa  to  Register  boys  . . . Mar- 
garet McKinnon,  captain,  and  her  Para- 
mount team  including  Dechantel  Smith, 
Elinor  Henebery,  Gruary  Callahan  and 
Dorothy  Breslav,  are  just  ducky  at  the 
duckpins,  and  in  a challenging  mood  . . . 
The  Columbia  Daredevils  bowled  Lee 
Malcarni’s  Essex  Square  Wolverines  Tues- 
day . . . The  MPTO  bowling  enthusiasts 
will  meet  to  organize  at  10  a.  m.,  Tuesday, 
December  10,  at  20th-Fox,  with  Herman 
Levy  presiding. 

Credit  Nat  Rubin,  Loew-Poli  assistant. 
New  Haven,  with  the  brilliant  idea  of  erect- 
ing a booth  in  the  lobby  to  resemble  the 
Kresge  sheet  music  counter,  with  piano, 
pianist,  and  songstress  (borrowed  from 
Kresge’s),  and  music  ready  to  render  niun- 
bers  from  “Tin  Pan  Alley.”  “Ask  to  hear 
your  favorite  tune,”  the  copy  invites.  The 
booth  is  flanked  by  life-size  standees  of 
Faye  and  Grable  . . . John  Hesse  tried  a 
WELI  contest  on  “The  Letter,”  asking  con- 
testants to  write  a 50-word  letter  on  “Why 
Bette  Davis  should  be  classed  as  No.  1 
actress  of  the  screen”  . . . Molly  Stickels, 
Poll,  Waterbury,  cashier,  landed  her  sec- 
ond full  page  of  co-op  ads  on  “Little  Nel- 
lie Kelly”  . . . Monk  Maloney  finally  broke 
down  the  tough  Worcester  Telegram- 
Gazette  resistance  with  a tieup  on  the 
Xmas  classified  ad  column’s  giving  guest 
tickets  to  contestants  . . . Morris  Rosen- 
thal, Majestic  manager,  Bridgeport,  tied 
in  with  H.  L.  Green  department  store  on  a 
store- wide  treasure  hunt  to  match  up  film 
star  names  . . . Hat,  jewelry,  and  beauty 
shop  co-ops  on  “Escape”  credited  to  Lou 
Cohen,  manager;  Sid  Klepper,  assistant, 
and  Hollis  Sweeney,  student,  at  Palace, 
Hartford. 


Next  “Ellery  Queen" 

Hollywood — Next  in  Columbia’s  “El- 
lery Queen”  sleuth  series  will  be  “The 
Three  Scratches.”  It  rolls  in  January  with 
Ralph  Bellamy  and  Margaret  Lindsay  in 
the  leads. 
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CONGRATULATIONS  are  in  order  for 
^ J.  B.  Addison,  Loew’s-Poli  porter,  and 
also  Jack  Marcus,  Loew’s-Poli  billposter, 
who  are  currently  observing  their  15th  and 
28th  anniversaries,  respectively,  in  show 
business.  Both,  incidentally,  celebrated 
their  records  on  I'hanksgiving  Day  last 
week  . . . Ruth  “Cookie”  Hurley,  Loew’s- 
Poli  usherette,  after  recuperating  from  an 
appendicitis  operation  at  Springfield  Hos- 
pital, has  returned  to  work  after  an  ab- 
sence of  about  a month.  Dorothy  Bonney, 
who  was  filling  in  for  “Cookie,”  has  been 
added  to  the  usherettes’  corps  at  the  thea- 
tre ..  . Raymond  A.  Title,  manager  of 
Harry  Arthur’s  Art,  was  in  the  Boston  film 
district  . . . Robert  “Mousie”  Glazer,  usher 
at  the  Paramount,  and  Miss  Annie  Noaret 
of  Springfield  are  engaged  . . . While 
Mary  Manning,  receptionist  at  the  West- 
ern Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.,  home 
office  here,  was  ill  at  home,  Mrs.  Thieley 
Murphy  filled  in. 

Mrs.  Olive  J.  Simms,  cashier  at  the  E. 
M.  Loew’s  Court  Square,  is  planning  to 
visit  her  husband  in  St.  Catharine’s,  Can- 
ada, over  the  Christmas  holidays  . . . Bijou 
held  over  ‘‘Seven  Sinners”  a second  week. 
Ditto  the  Paramount  with  ‘‘North  West 
Mounted  Police”  . . . Manager  Charles  R. 
Smith  of  the  Broadway  now  takes  his  day 
off  on  Wednesday  . . . Arthur  Raine  is  the 
new  maintenance  man  at  the  Forest  Park 
Phillips,  replacing  Rudolph  Marella,  re- 
signed . . . Carl  Jamroga,  manager  of  the 
Phillips,'  spent  several  days  down  in  his 
home  town,  Manchester,  Conn.,  where  he 
visited  his  parents,  relatives,  and  friends. 
While  in  the  “silk  town,”  Carl  also  stopped 
in  to  see  Jack  Sanson,  manager  of  the 
State  there. 

Charlie  Lane,  engineer  for  Western 
Electric,  was  called  upon  for  an  emergency 
case  last  Tuesday  night  when  the  generator 
at  the  Phillips  went  on  the  blink.  Working 
in  record  time,  he  installed  a new  genera- 
tor in  the  booth  while  the  show  was  going 
on  . . . J.  B.  Addison,  Loew’s-Poli  porter, 
has  a bad  cold  . . . Maurice  Radin,  repre- 
sentative of  the  Peoples’  Candy  Co.,  Wor- 
cester, was  in  town  visiting  the  local 
Loew’s-Poli  boys  ...  A movable  heater  has 
been  installed  in  the  reception  room  of 
Western  Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc., 
here  . . . Broadway  gave  away  over  20  tur- 
keys and  ducks  several  days  before  Thanks- 
giving to  holders  of  lucky  numbers  at  eve- 
ning performances. 

In  advance  of  “The  Ramparts  We 
Watch,”  Manager  Charlie  R.  Smith,  Broad- 
way, had  five  Life  cutouts  placed  in  the 
lobby  . . . Harry  Smith,  division  manager, 
and  also  director  of  publicity  for  the  West- 
ern Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.,  made  a 
swing  around  the  circuit  . . . Bert  Jackson, 
manager  of  E.  M.  Loew’s  Court  Square,  re- 
ports he’s  planning  big  things  for  the 
theatre’s  New  Year’s  show. 

J.  G.  Ehrlich  has  been  appointed  man- 
ager of  the  Plymouth,  Worcester,  replac- 
ing R.  Lawson  Daniels,  who’s  now  handling 
the  Capitol,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  . . . Louis 
Brown,  Loew’s-Poli  publicity  chief,  was  in 
town  to  see  Manager  George  E.  Freeman 
of  the  local  Loew’s-Poli  . . . Boyd  Taylor 
Sparrow,  Loew’s-Poli  enterprising  assistant 
manager,  obtained  a co-op  ad  with  Rogers’ 
Jewelry  Stores  for  “Bitter  Sweet.”  He  also 
received  cooperation  from  Steinert’s  and 
Forbes  & Wallace  for  window  displays  on 
the  same  picture  . . . Milton  Hale,  Holly- 
wood commentator  for  WMAS,  was  in  New 
York  . . . “Escape”  was  held  over  for  two 


weeks  at  the  Loew-Poli  Elm  Street,  Wor- 
cester. 

Charles  C.  DiSciaacca,  student  assistant 
at  the  Loew’s-Poli  for  the  past  year,  has 
resigned  to  study  at  the  Connecticut  State 
Trade  School,  Hartford  . . . New  linoleums 
have  been  placed  in  the  boxoffice  and  also 
in  Boyd  Sparrow’s  office  at  the  Loew’s- 
Poli  . . . Jay  Raymond,  assistant  manager, 
Broadway,  had  a cold  . . . Robert  B.  Gor- 
don, E.  M.  Loew’s  Court  Square  chief  of 
service,  was  in  Bridgeport  to  visit  friends 
. . . Paramount’s  campaign  on  “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  went  over  swell,  with 
SRO  business  resulting  at  the  theatre 
throughout  the  picture’s  two-week  engage- 
ment there. 

A big  placard  has  been  placed  in  the  E. 
M.  Loew’s  Court  Square  lobby  to  advertise 
future  vaudeville  offerings  . . . Henry 
“Hennie”  Ryan,  formerly  associated  with 
the  Rifkins’  Strand,  is  now  doorman  at 
the  Garden,  succeeding  Henry  Stefanko- 
wicz,  who  has  left  for  fields  unknown  . . . 
Louie  Lambert,  Garden  projectionist,  is  ill 
with  typhoid  fever  at  Springfield  Isolation 
Hospital  . . . Joseph  Egan,  Paramount’s 
assistant  engineer,  is  ill  at  Springfield 
Hospital. 

Bert  Jackson,  manager  of  E.  M.  Loew’s 
Court  Square,  was  in  Boston  . . . Melvin 
M.  Aronson,  chief  of  service  at  the  Para- 
mount, tripped  to  Worcester.  Jimmy 
Bloom,  assistant  to  Aronson,  visited  in 
New  York,  and  Hy  Nozak,  Arcade  assistant 
manager,  was  in  Hartford  . . . Clement 
Thieler,  doorman  at  the  Capitol,  arid  Gloria 
King  are  contemplating  marriage  . . . Sal- 
vation Army  had  girls  in  lobbies  of  local 
theatres  to  collect  funds  for  the  needy  of 
Springfield. 


Kraska  Donates  'Sarajevo' 
Take  to  British  Cause 

Boston — A completely  equipped  ambu- 
lance will  be  sent  to  the  British  forces  as 
a result  of  the  charity  opening  at  the 
Pine  Arts  here  last  week  of  “Sarajevo.” 
George  Kraska,  operator  of  the  Back  Bay 
house,  donated  total  proceeds  of  the  first 
evening’s  showing  to  the  project.  Boston 
society  thronged  the  Hub  premiere  of  the 
celluloid  starring  John  Lodge. 

Mrs.  John  Lodge,  the  former  Francesca 
Bergotti  of  the  Boston  400,  was  the  key 
figure  in  the  organization  of  the  charit- 
able endeavor.  Senator  Henry  Cabot 
Lodge,  brother  of  the  star,  and  Governor 
Leverett  Saltonstall  were  among  those 
present. 

Kraska  has  held  the  film  for  a second 
week  at  the  Pine  Arts. 


Poli  and  Palace  Teams 
In  a Bowling  Match 

Hartford — The  bowling  teams  of  the 
local  Loew’s  Poli  and  Loew-Poli  Palace, 
respectively,  were  to  have  met  at  the  Park 
Recreation  Alleys  Monday  night. 

With  Wallace  J.  Cooper,  Loew’s  Poli 
assistant  manager,  as  team  captain,  the 
Loew’s  Poli  team  includes  Joe  Powers,  H. 
Kupcyck,  Tommy  Vaughan,  Russell  F. 
Grant  and  Eddie  Downs.  The  Loew-Poli 
Palace  team,  under  the  captainship  of  Lou 
Cohen,  the  theatre’s  manager,  includes 
Sidney  H.  Kleper,  Hollis  Sweeney,  R. 
Lewis,  L.  Sartenberg,  and  Merrill  Rome. 


McMahon  in  New  Britain 

Hartford — Pat  McMahon  is  now  man- 
aging the  State,  New  Britain,  Conn.,  ac- 
cording to  information  reaching  Hartford. 


J^HODE  ISLAND  theatremen  will  have  a 
good  friend  in  the  State  House  after 
January  1.  Tliomas  J.  Meehan,  manager 
of  RKO  theatres  here  in  1932-33  and  34, 
has  been  chosen  by  Governor-elect  J. 
Howard  McGrath  as  his  executive  secre- 
tary. Announcement  of  Meehan’s  appoint- 
ment was  made  by  the  incoming  state 
executive  last  week.  Meehan,  who  held 
managerial  posts  for  the  Poli  and  Fox- 
Poli  circuits  before  coming  to  Providence, 
has  been  active  in  political  and  civic  af- 
fairs in  Providence  for  the  past  seven 
years. 

First  heavy  snowfall  of  the  winter  last 
Monday  night  and  Tuesday  knocked  down 
theatre  grosses  here  from  five  to  ten  per 
cent  on  the  week  . . . Thanksgiving  didn’t 
pass  unobserved  from  a charity  angle 
among  Rhode  Island  theatres.  At  Westerly, 
Manager  John  Findlay  staged  his  l\th  an- 
nual canned  goods  matinee  at  United  and 
Central  theatres,  taking  in  55  barrels  of 
foodstuffs  which  went  to  People's  Mission 
for  distribution  to  the  town’s  needy  fami- 
lies. In  Pawtucket  Manager  Martin  R. 
Toohey  and  staff  of  Leroy  cooperated  with 
Pawtucket  Lodge  of  Elks  in  entertaining 
2,500  kids  at  the  Elk’s  annual  Thanksgiv- 
ing morning  matinee.  In  Woonsocket  the 
Laurier  was  jammed  at  a morning  mati- 
nee sponsored  by  the  Italian  Workingmen’s 
Club. 

Roundtable  sessions  held  in  manager’s 
office  at  Loew’s  State  last  Saturday  and 
Sunday  saw  Resident  Manager  Ed  Mc- 
Bride; Division  Manager  Charles  Kurtz- 
man;  Bert  McKenzie,  M-G-M  publicist, 
and  A1  Longo,  Loew’s  Boston  press  expert, 
getting  their  heads  together  on  a cam- 
paign for  the  premiere  showing  of  “The 
Philadelphia  Story”  here  next  week. 

Loew’s  pulled  a nifty  when  it  ran  20 
minute  complete  game  pictures  of  Boston 
College-Georgetown  Uyiiversity  grid  clas- 
sic. Film,  shot  at  Boston,  had  nothing  but 
crowd’s  cheers  on  sound  track.  This  short- 
coming was  rectified  at  Boston  by  employ- 
ing two  B.  C.  students  to  give  play-by-play 
commentary  over  p.  a.  system.  Here  in 
Providence,  assistant  Manager  "Vaughn 
O’Neill  did  the  stint  with  a microphone. 

Bill  Morton,  RKO-Albee’s  publicist, 
cracked  two  new  merchants  for  tieup  ads 
last  week  on  Kay  Kyser’s  “You’ll  Find 
Out.”  Marty’s  Clothing  Mart  gave  film  a 
half-page  co-op,  as  did  a local  fur  firm. 
Providence  Gas  Co.  came  through  with 
nearly  a full  page  on  opening  day,  thea- 
tre recipi'ocating  by  displaying  new  gas 
range  and  refrigerator  in  inner  lobby. 

Associated  Theatres  cashiers  and  usher- 
ettes, at  Empire,  Bijou,  Palace  and  Park, 
blossomed  out  in  new  silk  uniforms.  Park 
also  is  resplendent  with  neiv  floor  cover- 
ings just  installed. 

City  Manager  George  Cronin  of  Asso- 
ciated Theatres  informs  us  Empire,  Palace 
and  Park  will  cooperate  with  local  chari- 
ties during  Christmas  season  by  staging 
canned  goods  matinees,  at  each  house, 
turning  foodstuffs  over  to  various  agencies. 

Eddie  Reed,  manager  of  the  Strand,  be- 
lieves in  doing  his  Christmas  selling  early. 
Lobby  of  theatre  has  been  given  a bright 
atmosphere  with  expensive  and  up-to-date 
Yule  decorative  material.  On  a huge  vel- 
vet 20-sheet  display  Reed  calls  attention 
to  “Our  Christmas  Gift  to  You” — “Second 
Chorus,”  Christmas  week  booking:  “Love 
Thy  Neighbor,”  which  opens  New  Year’s 
Day,  and  “Victory,”  which  will  be  New 
Year’s  Eve  midnight  attraction. 
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0HARLIE  WILLIAMS,  formerly  at  the 
Strand,  has  been  appointed  assistant 
porter  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  . . . State,  Man- 
chester, a Warner  unit  managed  by  Jack 
Sanson,  is  being  remodeled  , , , “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  opened  at  the  M&P’s 
Allyn  last  Wednesday  after  a great  ex- 
ploitation campaign  . , , James  F,  Mc- 
Carthy, manager  of  the  Strand,  was  in 
New  Haven  . , , In  town  last  Tuesday  to 
visit  Manager  Jack  A,  Simons  of  the  local 
Loew’s  Poli  were  Han-y  F,  Shaw,  division 
manager;  Louis  A,  Brown,  publicity  chief, 
and  Elliott  Kronish,  member  of  division 
office,  all  from  Loew’s  New  Haven  offices 
, , . David  Sugarman,  Colonial  manager,  is 
still  ill  at  St,  Francis  Hospital, 

Mickey  Daly  of  the  Hartford  Daly  and 
Plainfield,  Plainfield,  was  in  New  Haven 
on  business  . . , Reseating  at  the  Lyric  was 
to  have  been  completed  sometime  this  week, 
according  to  Manager  Bill  Flanaghan  . . . 
Hollis  Sweeney,  Loew-Poli  Palace  student 
assistant,  now  takes  his  day  off  on  Mon- 
day . . . Charlie  Repass,  Crown  manager, 
tripped  to  Boston  . . . Martin  Kelleher. 
Princess;  Charlie  Repass,  Crown,  and  Mau- 
rice Shulman,  Shulman  Theatres  (Web- 
ster, Rivoli  and  Plaza- Windsor ) attended 
the  Allied  meeting  in  New  Haven  last 
Tuesday  . . . “Smashing  the  Vice  Racket” 
was  held  over  for  a third  week  at  the 
Proven  Pictures,  being  shown  at  midnight 
performances  . . . Bernard  William  Levy, 
Proven  Pictures  manager,  was  in  Boston 
on  business  . . . Mrs.  M.  Oakley  Christoph, 
film  critic  for  the  Courant,  spent  Thanks- 
giving weekend  in  New  York. 

Henry  Needles,  district  manager  for  WB, 
visited  Jack  Sanson,  manager  of  the  State, 
Manchester  . . , Webster  brought  in  “The 
Mikado,”  while  Proven  Pictures  brought 
back  “Caravan,”  starring  Charles  Boyer 
. . , Josef  Hofmann,  pianist,  was  at  Bush- 
nell’s  , , , “Hi  Ya  Gentlemen,”  starring 
Max  Baer,  hit  town  at  Bushnell’s  last  Fri- 
day and  Saturday  at  $3.30  evening  top, 
and  $2.20  matinee  top  . . . Stanley  Red- 
mond, assistant  manager  at  the  Allyn, 
was  in  Portland,  Me.,  where  he  viewed  the 


now-famed  “Recess  Time”  presentation  at 
the  State  Theatre  in  that  town.  Also  with 
him  were  Cedric  W.  Foster  and  Bobbie 
Martineau,  station  manager,  and  program 
director  respectively  of  WTHT  . . . H.  G. 
Wells  spoke  at  Bushnell’s  . . . Hillmer  D. 
Robinson,  assistant  manager  at  E.  M. 
Loew’s,  was  in  New  Haven. 

Jimmy  McHugh,  the  song  writer,  was  in 
town  over  the  weekend.  He  showed  folks 
on  the  rialto  snapshots  of  his  infant 
grand-daughter,  who  is  also  the  grand- 
child of  Eddie  Cantor  . . . Manager  Jack 
A.  Simons  of  the  Loew’s  Poli  was  recent- 
ly in  New  York  . . . Gabriel  Larue,  former 
usher  at  E.  M.  Loew’s,  and  Stefanie  Kali- 
nowski,  E.  M.  Loew’s  candy  girl,  are  just 
like  that  about  each  other  . . . Milton  Hale, 
film  commentator  for  WMAS,  Springfield, 
passed  through  town  . . . Peter  “Bookie” 
Leonard,  formerly  porter  at  the  Loew’s 
Poli,  is  now  ivorking  in  the  shipping  de- 
partment at  Pratt  & Whitney. 

Martin  Harris,  New  York  booker  for  the 
Harris  Brothers’  State,  was  in  town  to  dis- 
cuss business  plans  with  Theodore  Harris, 
State  manager  . . . George  E.  Landers, 
manager  of  E.  M.  Loew’s,  was  in  Boston 
. . . Laura  Whalen,  usherette  at  the  main 
stem  Crown,  is  one  of  the  more  popular 
girls  at  Weaver  High  School  ...  A Mexi- 
can film,  “The  Wave,”  and  a French  anti- 
Nazi  satire,  “Soap  Bubbles,”  together  with 
short  subjects,  were  presented  at  the  Avery 
Memorial  last  Sunday. 

Andrew  Ruyeck  is  a new  usher  at  the 
Loew-Poli  Palace,  replacing  Morris  Stein- 
berg, resigned  . . . Manager  George  E. 
Landers  of  E.  M.  Loew’s  spent  last  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  in  Boston  on  business 
. . . Charlie  Bassos  has  joined  the  E.  M. 
Loew’s  staff  as  part-time  usher  . . . Eddie 
Arnold.  State  usher,  has  resigned  . . . 
Jeanette  MacDonald  did  a p.  a.  at  Bush- 
nell’s . . . Lou  Cohen,  Loew-Poli  Palace 
manager,  student  assistant  at  the  Loew- 
Poli  Palace,  is  quite  an  opera  fan. 

“East  of  the  River”  played  two  weeks 
at  the  Regal  . . . Loew-Poli  Palace  held 


over  “Escape”  a third  week  . . . Rosemary 
Lane,  Tommy  Tucker  and  his  orchestra, 
and  Ken  Murray  were  offered  to  patrons 
of  the  State  last  week  . . . George  E.  Lan- 
ders, E.  M.  Loew’s  manager,  was  in  New 
Haven  . . . From  James  to  James  is  ap- 
parently the  box  score  at  the  Loew-Poli 
Palace  as  far  as  porters  are  concerned. 
James  Williams  is  the  new  porter  at  that 
theatre,  succeeding  James  Stevans,  re- 
signed . . . Julian  B.  TuthiU,  motion  pic- 
ture editor  of  the  Hartford  Times,  returned 
last  Thursday  afternoon,  after  having 
been  on  the  coast  for  about  two  weeks. 
After  viewing  “Arizona”  in  Tucson,  TuthiU 
went  on  to  Hollywood  with  George  E.  Lan- 
ders, E.  M.  Loew’s  manager  (who  came 
back  last  fortnight  to  Hartford)  where  the 
two  viewed  studios,  etc.  Charlie  Niles 
handled  the  motion  picture  page  of  the 
Times  while  TuthiU  was  out  of  town  . . . 
Manager  Walter  B.  Lloyd,  M&P’s  Allyn,  ex- 
pects to  hold  over  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  for  three  weeks  at  least. 


Restrict  "Pastor  Hall" 

And  "Letter"  to  Adults 

Springfield,  Mass. — The  Springfield  Mo- 
tion Picture  Council  last  week  announced 
its  “classified  list  of  forthcoming  films”  as 
follows : 

Unobjectionable  for  adult  patronage — 
“Pastor  Hall”  and  “The  Letter.” 

Unobjectionable  for  general  patronage — 
“Tin  Pan  Alley,”  “Boys  of  the  City,”  “This 
Thing  Called  Love,”  “You’ll  Find  Out,” 
“Tom  Brown’s  School  Days,”  “Escape  to 
Glory,”  “Santa  Fe  Trail,”  “Always  Abide,” 
“Arizona,”  “Glamour  for  Sale,”  “Escape,” 
“Little  Nellie  Kelly,”  “Thief  of  Bagdad,” 
“Wildcat  Bus,”  “Bitter  Sweet”  and  “North 
West  Mounted  Police.” 

Albert  H,  Mailey  Dies 
From  Auto  Injuries 

Manchester,  N.  H. — Albert  H.  Mailey,  73, 
once  well  known  manager  of  theatres  in 
Boston,  died  of  injuries  sustained  when  he 
was  struck  by  an  automobile  at  a street 
intersection  here.  Mailey,  a native  of 
Columbia,  Me.,  came  to  Manchester  from 
Franklin  ten  years  ago. 

Besides  his  theatrical  connections,  he 
was  also  engaged  in  the  hotel  business. 


Elect  Norman  Glassman 

Lowell,  Mass. — Norman  C.  Glassman, 
owner  and  operator  of  the  Rialto  Theatre, 
has  been  elected  vice-president  of  the 
Lowell  Kiwanis  Club.  Glassman,  for  years 
an  active  member  of  Kiwanis,  will  by  pro- 
gression become  president  of  the  club  next 
year. 


Thomas  L.  Brennan 

Hartford — Thomas  L.  Brennan,  electri- 
cian at  the  Strand  here,  and  well  known  in 
the  industry  here,  died  at  St.  Francis  Hos- 
pital last  Tuesday  after  a brief  illness.  The 
funeral  was  held  last  Friday  in  New 
Haven,  with  burial  in  St.  Lawrence’s  Ceme- 
tery there. 


First  Anniversary 

Windsor,  Conn. — The  Windsor  here,  one 
of  the  most  popular  theatres  in  suburban 
Hartford,  observed  its  first  anniversary  last 
Wednesday. 


Redecorate  in  Burlington,  Vt. 

Boston — Maine  & New  Hampshire  The- 
atres circuit  is  redecorating  the  Majestic 
in  Burlington,  Vt. 


Reserve  Space  NOW 
for  the  Christmas  Issue 

OUT  DECEMBER  21 
Deadline  for  Copy  December  14 

A Sure  Way  to  Greet  Everybody 
in  the  Industry. 

Call  Your  Local  BOXOFFICE  Representative 
(See  Page  6 for  Name  and  Address) 
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"Street  Scene"  Alone  in 
Getting  Censor  Shears 

Boston — “Street  Scene,”  a Northeastern 
Films  release,  was  the  only  motion  picture 
to  be  scissored  in  the  latest  list  of  48  to 
go  before  the  department  of  public  safety, 
bureau  of  Sunday  censorship.  Deletions  are 
as  follows: 

“Scene  showing  woman  arranging  the 
back  of  dress,  in  part  1.  Dialogue,  ‘ — like 
hal — ‘The  life  of  Christ — ‘Will  you 
listen  to  who’s  talking  about  Christ?’,  in 
part  2.  Dialogue,  ‘ — the  dirty  louse — ’,  in 
part  3.” 

Among  those  approved  for  Bay  State 
showings  on  the  Lord’s  Day  were  “Sara- 
jevo,” released  through  Leo  Films,  Inc., 
729  Seventh  Avenue,  New  York;  20th-Fox’s 
“Tin  Pan  Alley,”  RKO’s  “You’ll  Find  Out,” 
and  Columbia’s  “Escape  to  Glory.” 

Max  Block  Succumbs  to 
Sudden  Heart  Attack 

Thompsonville,  Conn. — Max  Block  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  for  many  years  in  the  auto- 
mobile and  service  station  business  here, 
and  also  former  manager  of  the  old  Majes- 
tic Theatre  and  the  Silhouette  dine  and 
dance  hall,  died  suddenly  of  a heart  at- 
tack a fortnight  ago  in  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
according  to  word  received  by  relatives 
here. 

Mrs.  Block’s  sister,  Mrs.  Rachel  Slay- 
bard  of  Thompsonville,  went  to  Atlanta  for 
the  funeral. 


French  Film  Two  Days 
Plainfield,  . Conn. — Michael  Daly,  owner 
of  the  Plainfield,  booked  the  French  pic- 
ture, “With  a Smile,”  starring  Maurice 
Chevalier,  for  two  days. 


TLJR.  AND  MRS.  MATT  L.  SAUNDERS, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  H.  Russell  and 
Otto  Esposito  were  in  Hartford  for  the  re- 
ception for  Jeanette  MacDonald  . . . Ed- 
ward Leary  is  negotiating  for  the  Elks 
auditorium  in  Danbury  for  the  showing  of 
old  time  silent  films  twice  weekly  . . . The 
Globe  has  advanced  all  admissions  five 
cents  on  Saturdays  . . . Molly,  wife  of 
Majestic  Manager  Morris  Rosenthal,  is  a 
year  older  . . . Film  Actress  Lucille  Ball 
and  Desiderio  Arnaz,  actor,  were  married 
in  Greenwich. 

James  F.  Victor’s  indoor  circus  was 
hooked  into  the  Palace,  Stamford,  for  a 
week  ...  A new  screen  has  been  installed 
at  Loew’s  Poli  . . . Leon  Janney  was  in 
town  for  a personal  appearance  prior  to 
opening  his  “Adolescence”  at  Loew’s 
Globe  ...  A haby  was  born  Thanksgiving 
day  to  Irene  Raymond,  former  cashier  at 
the  Globe.  The  baby’s  father  was  former- 
ly a doorman  at  the  same  theatre  . . . 
Harry  F.  Shaw  and  his  wife,  Flo,  were  in 
Bridgeport  as  the  dinner  guests  of  his 
mother  and  sister. 

Manager  Edward  Madden  of  the  Lyric 
celebrates  his  birthday  on  Christmas.  His 
sister  was  bom  on  New  Year’s  . . . Lillian 
McCoy  Ferron  will  pass  the  Christmas 
holidays  in  Tama,  Iowa  . . . Sergt.  Joseph 
T.  Coughlin  is  seriously  ill  . . . The  first 
theatre  to  put  up  Christmas  decorations 
was  Michael  Carroll’s  American  . . . Frank 
Braden  of  the  Ringling  circus  publicity 
staff  stopped  off  to  see  friends  here  on  his 
way  to  Boston  in  the  interests  of  “Fan- 
tasia.” 


Selling  "Gift  Books" 

Springfield,  Mass. — All  Western  Massa- 
chusetts circuit  houses  are  selling  Christ- 
mas “Gift  Books”  for  $2.50  and  $5.00. 


Stage  Show  Production  Is 
Domingo's  Topic  at  MIT 

Boston — Producing  of  stage  attractions, 
both  for  metropolitan  and  suburban  audi- 
ence consumption,  was  discussed  last  week 
by  Ben  Domingo,  head  of  the  RKO  Thea- 
tres in  Boston,  as  a part  of  the  regular 
university  extension  course  on  Theatre 
Management  being  conducted  at  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology  under  the 
supervision  of  Arthur  L.  Tuohy,  former 
local  Loew’s  manager  and  present  member 
of  the  state  board  of  education. 

Domingo  discussed  all  stage  show  pro- 
duction as  it  applied  to  the  combination 
theatre  as  defined  from  the  legitimate 
stage,  and  included  descriptions  of  physi- 
cal aspects  of  the  stage,  booking  of  acts, 
agents,  lighting,  and  everything  to  do  with 
such  stage  show  productions  in  the  large 
metropolitan  theatre  and  in  the  smaller 
suburban  house. 

Jack  Granara,  RKO  publicity  director, 
was  scheduled  to  speak  December  2,  fol- 
lowed on  subsequent  Monday  nights  by  a 
large  number  of  independent  theatremen. 

The  course  will  be  rounded  out  by  sum- 
mation of  the  series  by  Director  Arthur  L. 
Tuohy. 


New  Haven  Educators  to 
Produce  a Two-Reeler 

New  Haven — The  New  Haven  Teachers’ 
League  is  producing  a two-reel  motion 
picture  to  be  called  “Education  in  Our 
Town,”  with  Donald  A.  Eldridge,  direc- 
tor of  audio-visual  education  in  the  New 
Haven  schools,  as  director.  The  film  will 
be  in  production  throughout  the  year,  in 
order  to  include  all  typical  educational 
activities  here,  and  when  finished  will  be 
available  to  parent-teacher  and  service 
groups. 


ANY  NEWS  TODAY? 

Planning  a new  theatre?  Remodeling?  Being  promoted?  Getting  married?  Got  a new  baby  (.infant)?  Buy- 
ing new  equipment?  Been  elected  mayor?  Son  or  daughter  graduating?  Proud  of  a new  exploitation  stunt? 
Hired  a new  staff  member?  Solved  a knotty  problem? 

Then  Tell  It  To  BOXOFFICE 

BOXOFnCE, 

4804  E.  Ninth  St., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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From  All  Corners 
Of  the  Nation— 


PRINCESS  THEATRE 

WAUSEON,  OHIO 

Sept.  18.  1940 

BOXOFFICE: 

Relative  to  our  recent  ad  in  BOXOFFICE:  To 
date,  within  the  first  week  after  publication,  we 
have  received  109  answers  to  this  ad.  the  replies 
coming  from  Massachusetts  to  Washington,  from 
Minnesota  and  Montana  to  Texas. 

The  response  was  almost  unbelievable.  Cer- 
tainly I could  think  of  no  other  medium  that  might 
return  such  a result. 

P.  R.  TOUNEY 


Whatever  You  Have  to 

BUY  — SELL  — TRADE 


For  Best  Results  Use  the 
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Carolinas  Don 't  Like  Decree; 
Hear  Critical  Days  Lie  Ahead 


; From  the  Register  : 



Charlotte — While  the  following  does 
not  represent  the  entire  strength  of  the 
exhibitor  convention,  these  registered  in 
the  order  given: 

Ben  I,i.  Strozier  of  Rock  Hill,  S.  C. ; A,  Jules 
Benedic  of  BOXOFFICE,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Frank 
Beddingfield  of  Charlotte,  S.  Fritfield  of  Charlotte, 
Don  Graham  of  Charlotte,  Dean  S.  House  of  Char- 
lotte, J.  B.  McIntyre  of  Raeford,  John  W.  Mang- 
ham  of  Atlanta,  Clinton  Whitlock  of  Rockingham, 
Jack  Whitlock  of  Rockingham,  W.  J.  Allen  of 
North  Wilkesboro,  Frank  Allen  of  North  Wilkes- 
boro,  Charles  Arrington  of  Rocky  Mount,  H.  C. 
Cooke  of  Mount  Olive. 

Worth  Stewart  of  Dunn,  Phil  Wicker  of  Greens- 
boro, John  F.  Miller  of  Hickory,  O.  T.  Kirby  of 
Roxboro,  V.  P.  Clement  of  Brevard,  Marie  Yancey 
of  Greensboro,  Mrs.  Runa  Curtis  of  Liberty,  W.  D. 
Sears  of  Taylorsville,  Hank  D.  Hearn  of  Char- 
lotte, Mrs.  Walter  Griffith  of  Charlotte,  Winwood 
Ham  of  Charlotte,  R.  M.  Boovy  of  Charlotte,  Mrs. 
H.  T.  Green  of  Manning. 

H.  B.  Moog  of  Atlanta,  F.  S.  Barnes  of  Atlanta, 
Heck  Everett  of  Charlotte.  H.  F.  Kincey  of  Char- 
lotte. R.  B.  Wilbv  of  Atlanta,  M.  F.  Schnlbhen 
of  Florence,  Mrs.  Roy  Rowe  of  Burgaw,  M.  S.  Hill 
of  Greensboro,  D.  F.  Killmer  of  Charlotte,  Arthur 
C.  Bromberg  of  Atlanta,  J.  H.  Anderson  of  Tabor 
City,  W.  P.  White  of  Wil-Kin,  H.  M.  Paul  of  Wil- 
Kin,  Roy  Malmborg  of  Wil-Kin. 

R.  M.  Simril  of  National  Screen,  Hal  Keeter  of 
Vitagraph,  Fred  J.  Powell  of  Chester,  J.  A.  Bach- 
man of  Vitagraph,  Warren  Irvin  of  Columbia, 
Scott  Lett  of  Paramount,  H.  E.  Buchanan  of  Hen- 
dersonville, Roy  L.  Smart  of  Charlotte,  B.  B. 
Benfield  of  Myrtle  Beach,  H.  R.  Berry  of  Harts- 
ville,  W.  H.  Hendrix  of  Greensboro,  W.  H.  Hen- 
drix jr.  of  Reidsville,  H.  C.  Hartz  of  Ridgeland, 
W.  G.  Fuseli  of  Bladenboro,  Robert  M.  Dewey  of 
Philadelphia,  Roby  F.  Branon  of  Charlotte. 

Charlie  Lester  of  Atlanta,  Harry  Hardy  of  Char- 
lotte, Preston  Henn  of  Murphy,  Cy  Dillon  of 
Charlotte,  E.  G.  Stellings  of  Charlotte,  Ray  Ervin 
of  Charlotte,  Lyle  M.  Wilson  of  Roanoke  Rapids, 
J.  E.  McLeroy  of  Charlotte,  Bill  Talley  of  Char- 
lotte, Allen  F.  Cozart  of  Oxford,  E.  G.  Crews  of 
Oxford,  H.  P.  Howell  of  Smithfield. 

Fuller  Rice  of  Smithfield,  L.  L.  Overton  of  En- 
field, Bert  Adams  of  Paramount.  George  D.  Car- 
penter of  Valdese,  J.  B.  Brinkley  of  Granite  Falls, 
J.  V.  Benfield  of  Mayodan,  W.  W.  Powell  of  Kan- 
napolis, A.  E.  Chadick  of  New  Orleans,  Roy  Sprin- 
ger of  Thomasville,  J.  H.  Vickers  of  Charlotte. 
Jimmy  Greenleaf  of  Charlotte,  Gene  Dyer  of  Char- 
lotte, Jay  Schrader  of  Charlotte,  Don  Kerr  of  Char- 
lotte, Raleigh  Good  of  Charlotte,  Gordon  Cassidy 
of  Charlotte,  George  W.  Parr  of  Lancaster. 

Fuller  Sams  jr.  of  Statesville,  Leroy  Sams  of 
Winston-Salem,  R.  N.  Richardson  of  StatesvUle, 
C.  H.  Trotter  of  Boone,  Bob  Bryant  of  Rock  Hill, 
J.  W.  Sims  of  ROA,  M.  D.  Faige  of  RCA.  R.  J. 
Ingram  of  Charlotte,  A.  C.  Phillips  of  Walhalla, 
Hickey  Lawing  of  Charlotte,  M.  S.  FitzRoy  of 
Hickory,  B.  B.  Horton  of  Concord,  Harold  K. 
Green  of  Charlotte,  R.  S.  Rogers  jr.  of  Cheraw. 

F.  A.  Broadway  of  Cheraw,  Red  Erskine  of 
Charlotte,  J.  A.  Parham  of  Charlotte,  Oscar  Mor- 
gan of  Paramount,  E.  B.  Bowman  of  Maxton,  Hal 
Jordan  of  Charlotte,  M.  L.  Stevens  of  Monogram, 
Marsh  Funderburk  of  Republic,  J.  Ed  Carroll  of 
Charlotte.  Hall  C.  Houpe  of  Charlotte.  C.  B.  An- 
drews of  Bishopville,  Boyd  Brown  of  Winnsboro. 
Tom  Gibson  of  Laurinburg,  H.  B.  Ram  of  Aiken, 
Sam  Bogo  of  Batesburg,  John  F.  Kirby  of  Atlanta. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Chadick  of  New  Orleans,  Mrs.  A. 
Fiore  of  Atlanta,  A.  Fiore  of  Atlanta,  A.  L. 
Burks  of  Charlotte,  Mary  Elizabeth  Carter  of 
Charlotte,  Eddie  Auger  of  Camden.  Bill  Holiday 
of  Charlotte,  H.  F.  Anderson  of  Atlanta,  R.  L. 
Simpson  of  Charlotte,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Simpson  of 
Charlotte,  L.  V.  Carr  of  Charlotte,  J.  E.  Massie  of 
Waynesville. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Massie  of  Waynesville,  O.  H.  Massie 
of  Gatlinburg  (Tenn.),  A.  L.  Alexander  of  Ashe- 
ville, S.  S.  Stevenson  of  Henderson,  R.  E.  William- 
son of  Charlotte,  George  Roscoe  of  Charlotte,  E. 
E.  Heller  of  Charlotte,  H.  G.  Arenson  of  Char- 
lotte, E.  A.  Rosenblatt  of  Charlotte.  B.  C.  Ral- 
ston of  Charlotte,  H.  J.  Stallings  of  Henderson, 
,T.  W.  McMillan  of  Latta,  R.  E.  Atkinson  of  Latta, 
George  Ebersole  of  Charlotte,  O.  T.  Sheely  of 
Clinton. 

A.  I.  Mason  of  Laurens.  A.  O.  Hill  of  Ware 
Shoals,  J.  J.  Abbott  of  Ware  Shoals,  F.  L.  Adams 
of  Howland,  E.  L.  Swinson  of  Goldsboro,  Jack 
London  of  Charlotte,  Tom  Branon  of  Atlanta,  A. 
B.  Graver  of  Charlottei  Howard  Marx  of  Charlotte, 
Barney  Ross  of  Charlotte. 


Cooperate  With  Chamber 
Murfreesboro,  Tenn. — Management  of 
the  local  Princess  cooperated  with  the 
chamber  of  commerce  in  observing  Mre 
Prevention  Week  by  giving  theatre  tickets 
as  prizes  in  an  essay  contest  held  in  all 
schools  on  the  subject  of  fire  prevention. 


TONC  OHicers— 


The  officers  of  the  Theatre  Owners 
of  North  and  South  Carolina  at  the 
28th  annual  convention  of  the  organi- 
zation in  Charlotte.  Seated  are  Char- 
lie Arrington  of  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C., 
newly  elected  president,  and  Mrs. 
Pauline  Griffith  of  Charlotte,  re-elect- 
ed secretary -treasurer.  Standing  are 
Henry  Berry  (left)  of  Hartsville,  S.  C., 
retiring  president,  and  new  first  vice- 
president,  and  State  Senator-elect  Roy 
Rowe  of  Burgaw,  N.  C.,  second  vice- 
president. 


Carolina  Exhibitors 
Elect  Arrington 


Charlotte — Electing  Charles  H.  Arring- 
ton of  r^cky  Moimt  as  president  to  suc- 
ceed Henry  R.  Berry  of  Hartsville,  the 
28th  annual  convention  of  the  Theatre 
Owners  of  North  and  South  Carolina  came 
to  a brilliant  close  Monday  night  with  a 
dinner-dance.  The  two-day  sessions  saw 
experts  analyze  the  meaning  of  the  consent 
decree,  which  delegates  studied  first  hand 
in  the  Boxoffice  issue  of  November  30, 
which  was  rushed  to  the  convention. 

Retiring  President  Berry  became  first 
vice-president:  State  Senator-Elect  Roy 
Rowe  of  Burgaw,  N.  C.,  second  vice-presi- 
dent, while  Mrs.  Pauline  Griffith  of  Char- 
lotte was  re-elected  secretary-treasurer. 

Directors  elected  include,  besides  the 
above:  Prank  Beddingfield  of  Charlotte, 

O.  T.  Kirby  of  Roxboro,  George  Carpenter 
of  Valdese,  E.  L.  Hearne  of  Albemarle,  H. 

P.  “Mike”  Kincey  of  Charlotte,  Albert  Sot- 
tile  of  Charleston,  J.  F.  Miller  of  Hickory, 

A.  P.  Sams  jr.  of  Statesville,  A.  I.  Mason 
of  Laurens,  Ben  Strozier  of  Rock  Hill,  C. 

B.  Floyd  of  Whiteville,  Lyle  M.  Wilson  of 
Roanoke  Rapids  and  George  W.  Parr  of 
Lancaster. 

Resolutions  praised  the  year-long  tenure 
of  office  of  Retiring  President  Berry  and 
expressed  sympathy  over  the  death  of  the 
wife  of  Arthur  C.  Phillips  of  Walhalla, 
S.  C.,  and  the  passing  of  George  W.  Bailey 
of  Wilmington. 


By  A.  JULES  BENEDIC 

Charlotte — The  exhibitors  of  North  and 
South  Carolina  don’t  like  the  consent  de- 
cree, even  though  Federal  Judge  Goddard 
has  approved  it  and  the  justice  department 
has  accepted  it  to  end  the  all-industry  suit 
against  five  theatre-owning  major  dis- 
tributors. 

They  said  as  much  in  the  following 
resolution  adopted  at  the  28th  annual  con- 
vention of  the  Theatre  Owners  of  North 
and  South  Carolina  in  the  Hotel  Charlotte: 

“Be  it  resolved  that  this  association  re- 
grets that  the  department  of  justice  of  our 
government  has  accepted  a regulating  de- 
cree that  is  looked  upon  with  much  dis- 
favor by  exhibitors  generally,  and  which 
will  work  an  undue  hardship  upon  thea- 
tres in  this  association.” 

The  action  followed  an  hour-long  ad- 
dress by  Ed  L.  Kuykendall,  president  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners  of  Amer- 
ica. In  rare  form,  Kuykendall  told  the  300 
exhibitors  present  that  the  industry  faced 
a “critical”  period:  that  he  was  afraid  of 
what  had  gone  before  and  of  what  was  to 
come. 

"Nothing  for  the  Exhibitor" 

The  MPTOA  chieftain  scored  the  decree 
in  no  uncertain  terms,  attacking  it  as 
block  booking  in  its  worst  form,  “with  not 
10  per  cent  of  the  features  of  the  defunct 
code.”  He  blamed  Allied  for  starting  the 
thing  in  the  first  place;  he  said  the  posi- 
tion of  Allied  heads  was  “entirely  unten- 
able,” and  he  hammered  home  the  thought 
that  the  decree,  in  its  present  form,  has 
“not  one  single  good  thing  for  the  exhibi- 
tor, but  is  all  for  the  distributor.” 

Kuykendall  said  he  was  apprehensive  of 
the  future  status  of  all  industries,  now  that 
governmental  control  is  under  way.  Re- 
ferring to  the  instant  subiect.  he  added: 
“What  impelled  Judge  Goddard  to  sign  the 
decree  is  beyond  me.  This  is  simply  a 
case  where  lawyers  for  the  distributors 
out-maneuvered  the  department  of  justice. 

“This  piece  of  legislation,  now  history,” 
Kuykendall  declared,  “was  opposed  by  98 
per  cent  of  all  exhibitors.  Some  provisions 
have  been  read  over  30  or  40  times,  and 
still  we  can’t  get  all  the  meanings.  Why,  I 
had  seven  lawyers  in  my  room  at  the  Hotel 
Astor.  Only  two  at  any  one  time  were  in 
agreement  with  reference  to  certain  pro- 
visions.” 

Kuykendall  pleaded  that  distributors  not 
take  advantage  of  decree  provisions;  not  to 
“ram  pictures  down  our  throats.”  If  this 
latter  condition  prevails,  he  predicts  a 
plethora  of  exhibitor  buying  combines,  es- 
pecially if  “the  distributors  strip  you  down 
to  the  last  dime. 

Lack  of  Sincerity  Seen 

“It  hurts  me  to  say,”  continued  the  Mis- 
sissippian,  “that,  looking  back,  we  find  a 
lack  of  sincerity  of  purpose,  both  on  the 
part  of  the  distributor  and  exhibitor.  This 
thing  could  have  been  prevented  if  there 
had  not  been  too  much  greed  in  the  indus- 
try.” He  traced  the  inception  of  the  de- 
cree and  mentioned  that  “thousands  of  ex- 
hibitors are  sorry  they  wrote  letters  in  the 
first  place,  on  the  original  plea  against 
block  booking. 

“Block  booking?”  he  queried.  “This  is 
block  booking  in  its  worst  form.  There  is 
no  cancellation,  and  it  makes  no  difference 

(Continued  on  page  109) 
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Doubles  Are  Out 
But  Not  Shorts 


Building  Reflecls  a 
Faiih  in  ihe  South 


Kansas  City — That  the  south  is  con- 
sidered a fertile  field  for  theatre  construc- 
tion is  indicated  in  a heavy  building  pro- 
gram for  that  section  reported  by  Box- 
OFFicE  correspondents.  A state-by-state 
breakdown  of  theatre  activity  undertaken 
in  recent  months  follows: 

North  Carolina 

Clinton — Henry  E.  Moore  manages  the 
new  theatre  opened  by  Vann  and  Rosser. 

Fayetteville — Plans  are  announced  by 
W.  H.  Ponton  for  a new  theatre. 

Henderson — S.  S.  Stevenson  recently 
opened  the  New  Embassy. 

Raleigh — The  new  Raleigh  opened  in 
August. 

Oklahoma 

Altus — The  new  State  was  opened  early 
in  August. 

Oklahoma  City — Sam  Caporal  contem- 
plates building  two  theatres,  each  seating 
750  people,  one  at  Kate  Ave.  and  North- 
east 23rd  St.  and  the  other  at  Northwest 
42nd  St.  and  Western  Ave. 

Construction  has  been  started  on  the 
theatre  which  R.  G.  Seiber  will  operate. 

Charles  Perris  will  operate  the  theatre 
which  Guy  and  Lelah  Popplewell  are  build- 
ing. 

South  Carolina 

Aiken — H.  B.  Ram  is  operating  the  new 
little  Patricia. 

Columbia — Plans  for  a new  theatre  are 
being  considered  by  the  Palmetto  Theatre 
Co. 

Simpsonville — T.  D.  Jacobs  operates  the 
new  theatre  opened  in  July. 

Tennessee 

Brainerd — A new  600-car  open  air  the- 
atre is  being  planned  by  Abe  H.  Borisky. 

Chattanooga — The  New  Harlem,  Negro 
theatre,  opened  in  July. 

Colliersville — A new  theatre  is  to  be 
erected  and  will  be  managed  by  G.  W. 
Haynes. 

Kingsport — Malcom  Taylor  is  building  a 
new  house. 

Memphis — A new  625-seater  for  Negroes 
is  under  construction  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $35,000. 

Chalmers  Cullins  and  Nate  Evans  have 
a new  725-seater  here. 

The  Hollywood  was  formally  opened  in 
September. 

Tullahoma — Cumberland  Amusement  Co. 
plans  a new  theatre. 

Texas 

Austin — Tol  Teeter  plans  a theatre  here. 

A new  drive-in  was  opened  here. 

Beeville — A building  permit  has  been  is- 
sued to  Francisco  Torres  for  a theatre. 

Brownwood — Construction  has  started  on 
the  1.000-seater  planned  by  L.  D.  Brown. 

Another  new  theatre  was  opened  by  Phil 
Isley. 

R.  A.  Weller  opened  his  theatre,  the 
Texas,  recently. 

Cooper — The  new  Sparks  had  its  open- 
ing early  in  August. 

Corpus  Christi — Tol  Teeter  is  also  plan- 
ning to  build  a theatre  here. 

Crockett — The  new  Ritz  had  a Sep- 
tember opening. 

Dallas — P.  G.  Cameron  recently  opened 
his  new  Airway  at  Love  Field. 

Edinburg — A new  theatre  is  being  erect- 
ed here. 

Houston — Interstate’s  13th  theatre  open- 
ed here  recently. 

Oskar  Korn  is  building  a new  800- 
seater  on  East  Montgomery  Road. 

Marshall — East  Texas  Theatres,  Inc.,  is 


Dallas — The  Interstate  circuit,  a be- 
liever in  shorts,  served  up  a balanced 
diet  of  six  subjects  to  its  customers  this 
week  along  with  the  main  dish,  "Moon 
Over  Burma."  The  fare  included  a musi- 
cal, cartoon,  quizz,  sports  and  news. 

VS  JJ 

Forward  With  Deals 
For  Drive-In  Sites 


Dallas — Deals  for  locations  for  two- 
drive-ins  here  have  been  closed,  and  pend- 
ing deals  for  similar  sites  in  Fort  Worth, 
Austin  and  Waco  were  to  be  closed  dur- 
ing the  week,  according  to  C.  C.  Ezell, 
who  with  W.  G.  Underwood  is  expanding 
the  drive-in  movement  throughout  Texas. 

The  Dallas  locations  are  on  Northwest 
Highway  at  Hillcrest,  north  of  Southern 
Methodist  University  and  on  the  new 
Fort  Worth  highway  near  Chalk  Hill. 

Underwood  and  Ezell  are  now  operat- 
ing two  large  drive-ins,  one  each  in  San 
Antonio  and  Houston. 


Sparks  Visits  Brothers  and 
Inspects  Santone  Drive-In 

Dallas — E.  J.  Sparks  of  Florida  has 
been  in  Texas  visiting  his  brothers,  Lon 
and  P.  S.,  of  Waco,  and  inspecting  the 
drive-in  in  San  Antonio  owned  by  W.  G. 
Underwood  and  C.  C.  Ezell. 

Sparks  is  building  seven  drive-ins 
throughout  Florida,  it  is  said.  In  Dallas 
he  visited  R.  J.  O’Donnell.  Interstate  vice- 
president,  and  also  Underwood  and  Ezell. 
He  left  for  Miami  before  returning  to 
Jacksonville. 


Drive-In  for  Sparks 
West  Palm  Beach,  Fla. — A new  500-car 
drive-in  is  being  built  here  by  the  Sparks 
circuit  on  Congress  Avenue  adiacent  to 
the  Palm  Beach  Kennel  Club.  The  theatre 
will  cost  approximately  $35,000. 


Car  a Xmas  Gilt 

Palestine,  Tex. — A new  automobile,  now 
on  display  in  the  Texas  Theatre  lobby, 
will  be  a Christmas  gift  for  some  lucky 
person  on  December  24.  J.  F.  Jones,  man- 
ager of  the  three  R&R  houses  here,  worked 
out  a deal  for  the  car  with  15  merchants  in 
exchange  for  five  weeks  of  pre-Christmas 
screen  advertising. 


Sell  Xmas  Gift  Tickets 
Houston — Christmas  gift  ticket  books, 
ranging  in  value  from  $1  to  $5,  are  being 
sold  by  Interstate  houses. 


erecting  a theatre. 

Mercedes — A new  theatre  is  planned  by 
Interstate. 

San  Antonio — Interstate’s  new  drive-in 
on  Fredericksburg  Road  is  nearing  com- 
pletion. 

W.  G.  Underwood  and  C.  C.  Ezell’s  new 
drive-in  has  been  opened. 

Stamford — M.  A.  Payne  is  managing  the 
new  State. 

Wells — O.  L.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  a 
new  theatre  here. 

Weslaco — Interstate  anticipates  building 
a theatre  here. 


Seven  Win  Dismissals 
From  Anti-Trust  Suit 


Oklahoma  City — Seven  important  de- 
fendants in  the  anti-trust  suit  of  the  de- 
partment of  justice  against  Griffith 
Amusement  Company,  some  of  its  affiliat- 
ed organizations  and  major  producers  and 
distributors  in  federal  district  court  here, 
have  won  dismissal  from  the  suit. 

United  States  Attorney  Charles  E.  Dier- 
ker,  filed  a stipulation  agreeing  to  dismis- 
sal of  the  suit  against  20th  Century-Fox 
Corp.  of  Texas;  20th  Century-Fox  Film 
Corp.;  Loew’s,  Inc.;  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Distributing  Corp.  of  Texas;  RKO  Radio 
Pictures,  Inc.;  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  and  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc. 

Signing  of  the  consent  decree  it  is  un- 
derstood, brought  about  the  action. 

Nothing  was  said  with  regard  to  the  re- 
maining defendant  companies,  i.  e.,  the 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  Consolidated 
Theatres,  Inc.,  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres, 
Inc.,  and  Westex  Theatres,  Inc. 

The  suit  was  originally  filed  more  than 
a year  ago  and  was  launched  as  a major 
test  against  producer  contracts  and  affilia- 
tions with  a major  independent  chain  or- 
ganization. It  was  said  at  the  time  that 
the  action  was  intended  to  parallel  the 
eastern  action  against  the  producing  com- 
panies, distributors  and  producer-owned 
chain  groups. 

No  definite  action  has  followed  in  the 
long  period  the  suit  has  been  in  federal 
court  here.  Numerous  legal  filings  have 
been  ruled  upon  and  others  now  are  pend- 
ing. Efforts  have  been  made  over  the 
period  to  straighten  out  minor  details  in 
order  to  expedite  procedure  when  actual 
trial  of  the  suit  was  to  begin. 

What  action  will  now  be  taken  against 
the  Griffith  companies,  or  if  the  present 
suit  is  continued,  cannot  be  learned  here. 
However  film  circles  feel  that  nothing  will 
come  of  the  suit  and  that  it  will  probably 
be  dropped  at  some  time  in  the  future  but 
others  feel  that  the  consent  decree  itself 
did  not  clarify  the  basic  points  of  dispute 
in  this  suit. 

Involved  are  the  principles  of  alleged 
coercion  in  control  of  product,  creation  of 
monopoly  therein  by  withholding  of  prod- 
uct from  independent  exhibitors,  etc.; 
other  minor  details  being  part  of  the  suit 
also. 

When  originally  filed,  the  suit  earned 
national  attention  since  Washington  an- 
nounced that  it  was  designed  as  a test 
of  independent  chain  operation  (such  as 
the  Griffith  set-up)  while  other  tests  were 
being  made  on  the  direct  producer-con- 
trolled  theatre  operation  set-up. 

Filing  of  the  action  has  not  hindered 
the  growth  of  the  Griffith  organization 
however  as  in  the  intervening  period  the 
Griffith  companies  have  acquired  other  or- 
ganizations and  outlets. 


26-Year-Old  Rex  Will 
Undergo  Remodeling 

Brenham,  Tex. — Remodeling  and  mod- 
ernizing of  the  26-year-old  Rex  here  has 
been  started  under  the  direction  of  W.  A. 
Stuckert,  owner  and  operator.  The  im- 
provements will  include  a new  front  and 
much  work  on  the  interior,  according  to 
Corgan  & Moore,  Dallas  architects. 


Lundy  Builds  in  Barnwell 
Barnwell,  S.  C. — G.  Prank  Lundy  is 
building  a theatre  here.  It  will  be  named 
the  Ritz. 
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Consent  Decree  Finds 
Carolinas  Critical 


(Continued  from  page  107) 
what  the  numerical  groups  are. 

“It’s  a consent  decree,  but  just  who  con- 
sented is  beyond  me,”  continued  the  ex- 
ecutive. Rehashing  the  history  of  the  de- 
cree, Kuykendall  claimed  that  the  sec- 
ondary runs,  the  smaller  exhibitors,  who 
first  contended  against  “block  booking,” 
would  be  the  first  to  suffer.  “And  I do 
not  question  the  sincerity  of  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  or  the  government,  who 
were  simply  maneuvered  into  the  position 
by  distributor  lawyers.” 

Referring  to  incidents  leading  up  to 
adoption  of  the  decree,  Kuykendall  claimed 
that  the  stand  of  Allied  leaders  “was 
smoked  out”  after  it  became  apparent  that 
thousands  of  Allied  members  were  against 
the  decree  provisions.  The  government,  he 
added,  was  promised  thousands  of  letters 
recommending  the  decree  which  didn’t 
materialize:  “now  the  government  can  get 
thousands  of  protesting  letters  which  will 
easily  materialize. 

Pleads  for  Cancellations 

“All  of  this  shows  we  can’t  get  anywhere 
unless  we  keep  our  troubles  within  the  in- 
dustry. When  we  go  outside,  we  get  into 
trouble,”  he  asserted. 

Kuykendall  doubted  that  board  of  arbi- 
tration would  be  in  operation  by  February 
1.  He  said  the  setting  up  machinery  was 
too  involved  to  promise  operation  by  that 
time.  This  procedure  is  also  costly,  and 
some  way  must  be  found  to  meet  these 
moimting  expenses,  which  must,  in  the 
final  analysis,  be  passed  on  to  the  already 
overburdened  exhibitor,  he  added. 

The  MPTOA  chieftain  closed  with  a 
ringing  plea  for  “reasonable  cancellation, 
without  which  we  won’t  have  much  hap- 
piness.” He  was  given  a rising  vote  of 
thanks  on  motion  of  Harry  E.  Buchanan. 

Mayor  Ben  Douglas  of  Charlotte  spoke  a 
welcome,  and  response  was  by  Heck  Ever- 
ett of  Charlotte.  The  city’s  chief  execu- 
tive paid  a glowing  tribute  to  the  newly- 
organized  tent  of  Variety,  which,  he  said, 
promised  great  things  for  the  Two  Caro- 
linas. 

Copies  of  the  decree,  contained  in  the 
November  30  issue  of  Boxoffice,  were 
rushed  to  the  convention  for  distribution 
to  members  as  Kuykendall  spoke.  Kuyken- 
dall and  other  speakers  urged  that  the 
provisions  be  read  and  studied  carefully. 

President  Berry  announced  that  here- 
after benefits  of  the  association  would  be 
extended  only  to  “bona  fide,  paying  mem- 
bers.” 

The  nominating  committee  was  an- 
nounced as  follows:  Roy  Smart  of  Char- 
lotte, chairman;  Ben  Strozier  of  Rock  Hill, 
and  O.  T.  Kirby  of  Roxboro. 

Other  committees:  Resolutions — M.  S. 
Hill,  chairman;  Fred  J.  Powell  and  O.  T. 
Kirby;  membership — Roy  Rowe,  chairman; 
William  Conn  and  W.  S.  Wessinger;  pub- 
licity— George  D.  Carpenter,  chairman; 
Harold  Armistead  and  A.  I.  Mason;  recep- 
tion— H.  H.  Everett,  chairman:  E.  L. 
Hearne,  Mrs.  Runa  E.  Curtis  and  Mrs.  H. 
T.  Green;  program — ^F.  H.  Beddingfield, 
chairman;  Harry  Hardy  and  George  W. 
Parr. 


Kincey  Picnic 

Charlotte — About  75  employes  of  the 
Kincey  theatres  here  had  a picnic  at  the 
Catawba  River.  Lunch  was  served  and 
various  games  were  played  in  the  after- 
noon. 


Court  Rules  That  Police 
Overstepped  Authority 

Birmingham — The  Birmingham  ordi- 
nance which  permits  police  to  ban  a pic- 
ture deemed  indecent,  does  not  permit 
seizing  of  the  film  or  locking  the  doors 
of  the  theatre,  the  Alabama  supreme  court 
ruled  in  permitting  contempt  of  court 
proceedings  to  be  filed  against  five  Bir- 
mingham city  officials. 

The  action  grew  out  of  seizure  of  a 
film  from  the  Galax  which  was  attempt- 
ing to  show  “French  Girls’  Club.”  The  the- 
atre obtained  a temporary  injunction 
against  the  police  who  went  ahead  any- 
how and  seized  the  film,  closing  the  show 
temporarily.  The  theatre  then  filed  con- 
tempt proceedings  which  the  city  endea- 
vored to  block  by  a writ  of  prohibition. 
The  high  court  in  the  most  recent  action 
denied  this  writ.  Presumably  the  city  will 
now  have  to  go  into  court  and  answer  for 
the  seizing  of  the  film  and  closing  of  the 
house. 

Trek  to  Florida  for  the 
Winter  Season  Starts 

Miami — Surest  of  local  “signs  of  the 
season”  is  the  annual  advent  of  names  in 
the  entertainment  world  into  the  Miami 
area.  In  the  vanguard  this  year  are  Di- 
rector Wesley  Ruggles  and  his  bride,  the 
former  Marcelle  Rogez,  who  are  at  the 
Dempsey-Vanderbilt  for  a portion  of  their 
honeymoon  which  also  includes  a South 
American  air  cruise. 

Another  personality  who  is  stepping  into 
the  screen  world  from  the  publishing  game, 
is  Harry  Donenfeld,  who  holds  the  rights 
to  the  comic  strip.  Superman,  on  which 
Fleischer  Studios  are  making  a series  of 
shorts. 


Big  in  Atlanta 

Atlanta — In  the  first  two  days  of  its 
first  run  engagement  at  the  Capitol  here, 
Astor  Pictiwes’  streamlined  “Hell’s  Angels” 
pulled  nearly  a full  week’s  business,  the 
distributor  reports. 


J W.  “PETE”  DAILEY,  for  three  years 
^ editor  of  the  amusement  section  of 
the  New  Orleans  Item,  has  resigned,  ef- 
fective Christmas,  to  become  press  con- 
tact for  Columbia'  . . . Salesmen  spend- 
ing the  weekend  in  New  Orleans  report 
an  even  level  of  business  in  the  upstate 
sections  of  the  state  . . . Max  H.  Brasel- 
ton,  booker  at  Monogram,  is  thinking  of 
spending  Xmas  in  Atlanta  . . . Practically 
all  exchanges  will  hold  open  house  Xmas 
Eve. 

Kenny  Baker,  scheduled  for  a concert 
at  the  Municipal  Auditorium,  canceled  ow- 
ing to  an  attack  of  laryngitis  . . . The 
general  office  of  Joy  Houck  has  been 
moved  to  the  old  Fox  Bldg.,  218  South 
Liberty  St.  ..  . W.  H.  Cobb  of  Exhibitors 
Poster  exchange  has  returned  from  an  ex- 
tensive trip  throughout  Mississippi  and 
Alabama.  Cobb  found  exhibitors  there  op- 
timistic ...  A new  theatre  is  being  built 
at  Greenville,  Miss.,  by  Bob  Sigler  and 
IV.  A.  Prewitt.  The  house  will  have  a 
seating  capacity  of  approximately  450  and 
will  be  ready  for  opening  the  middle  of 
December  . . . R.  L.  Osborne  of  the  Har- 
lem, Belzoni,  Miss.,  and  W.  Robb  of  Can- 
ton, Miss.,  were  in  town  buying  product 
. . . The  Ritz  at  Vivian,  La.,  has  been 
added  to  the  McLendon  circuit. 

Visitors  to  the  Row:  Louisiana — 
A.  J.  Brussard,  Bruce,  Crowley;  Morris 
Meltz,  Arcade,  Ferriday;  J.  O.  Ott,  Kent- 
wood; N.  Phillips,  Jonesville;  Vic  Maurin, 
Fox,  Houma;  Mississippi — Ed  Delaney, 
Pike,  Magnolia:  Stanley  Taylor,  Crosby, 
Crosby;  Frank  Glick,  Palace,  Forest,  and 
F.  D.  Lawrence,  Ritz,  Laurel  . . . Paulette 
Goddard  has  canceled  her  proposed  trip 
and  vacation  in  New  Orleans  to  begin  work 
on  her  next  Universal  picture,  “Pot  O’ 
Gold”  . . . James  C.  Crockett  of  Affili- 
ated Producers,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Crockett,  will  spend  Xmas  with  his  par- 
ents in  Atlanta. 


Chatmas  Reopens  Queen 

Hearne,  Tex. — George  Chatmas  has  re- 
modeled and  reopened  the  Queen  here. 


MORE  AND  MORE  EXHIBITORS 

ARE  LEARNING  THAT 

TRADE-MARKED  MERCHANDISE 
in  the  booth  puts  more  U.  S. 
trade-marked  currency  in 
the  boxoffice. 

BUY  SIMPLEX  and  PROSPER 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

Dallas,  Atlanta,  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Charlotte  and  Oklahoma  City 
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"An  American  Parly" 
In  Dallas  New  Year's 


Dallas — Brochures  inviting  trade  mem- 
bers and  their  guests  to  attend  “An  Ameri- 
can Party”  being  staged  by  the  Variety 
Club  of  Dallas,  New  Year’s  Eve  in  the 
Adolphus  Hotel,  have  been  mailed  in  the 
name  of  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  chief  barker  of 
Tent  No.  17,  and  the  board  of  directors. 

The  invitation,  a 12x18  mailing,  quite 
appropriately  is  printed  in  red  and  blue  on 
white  and  has  attached  to  it  a reservation 
card  to  be  returned  with  a check  for  $7.50 
per  person  to  Harry  Sachs,  chairman  of 
reservations,  at  the  Majestic  Theatre 
Building  in  Dallas.  Reservation  deadline 
is  Saturday,  December  28. 

Promised  for  the  “American  Party” 
credited  to  Paul  Short,  are  plenty  of  games, 
two  bands,  turning  out  the  square  dance 
and  barrel  house  music  of  the  past  and  the 
smooth  swing  of  modern  America;  a dis- 
tinctly American  menu,  and  fun  and  good 
cheer  aplenty. 

The  event  will  mark  the  sixth  annual 
New  Year’s  Eve  celebration  of  the  Variety 
Club. 


Four  Order  RCA 

Dallas — RCA  sound  has  been  ordered 
for  William  Sonneman’s  new  Uark  which 
he  is  building  at  Fayetteville,  Ark.;  Royal 
Sigler  Theatres’  new  Lake  at  Greenville, 
Miss.;  L.  B.  Crow’s  Aztec  at  Leonard,  Tex., 
and  for  the  new  Liberty  at  North  Little 
Rock  being  built  by  Central  Amusement 
Co. 


POPCORN  PRICES  ARE 
GOING  UP 

BUY  NOW 

Take  advantage  of  our  low  prices 
now.  This  week  ONLY  you  can 
get  Superb  South  American  Corn 
and  Flav-O-Nut  seasoning  at  our 
regular  prices. 

Superb 

South  American  Com 

100  LBS $4.50 

Flov-O-Nut  Seasoning 

50  LBS $6.25 


RUBE  MELCHER 

POPPERS  SUPPLY  CO. 

GR  0672  1717  Wyandotte 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


OKIILA.  ClinnY 

THE  third  annual  toy  shower  for  needy 

children  of  Oklahoma  City  was  present- 
ed last  Friday  morning  at  the  Villa  The- 
atre by  the  Oklahoma  Hospitality  club  . . . 
The  State  Theatre  is  offering  20  free 
tickets  weekly  in  a special  shoppers  deal 
with  the  Oklahoma  City  Advertiser.  Show 
gets  plug  for  current  picture.  Tickets  go 
to  names  appearing  in  Christmas  ads. 

L.  C.  Griffith,  chief  barker  of  the  local 
Variety  Club,  tent  No.  22,  sent  a letter  to 
all  barkers  last  week  calling  attention  to 
the  NBC  “Cavalcade  of  America”  show 
which  dramatized  the  story  of  Miss  Martha 
Berry,  the  Variety  Club’s  1939  selection 
for  their  Humanitarian  Award. 

The  rains  have  been  playing  tricks  with 
Lewis  Barton’s  new  Southwest  29th  Street 
Theatre  work  caving  in  excavations  and 
that  sort  of  thing.  Original  plans  called 
for  opening  around  December  15  but  it 
may  be  February  1 now  before  the  neigh- 
borhood has  a chance  to  see  its  fine  new 
house. 

Tom  Johnson,  KTOK  sales  manager, 
and  former  local  theatreman,  is  now  at 
Fort  Sill  taking  his  Army  trick  . . . Tom’s 
an  officer  but  we’re  not  sure  which  rank 
. . . Bob  Pfotenhauer,  State  manager, 
plugged  “You’ll  Find  Out”  all  through  the 
week  with  spot  announcements  on  a local 
station,  using  recordings  of  Kyser  tunes 
followed  by  plugs  at  various  times  of  the 
day.  Also  spotted  plugs  after  Kyser’s  regu- 
lar NBC  show  on  WKY. 

Reconstruction  on  the  Blue  Moon  The- 
atre is  getting  under  way;  by  the  time 
Griffiths  get  through  it  will  be  one  of  the 
best  neighborhood  houses  in  the  village 
. . . Bob  Pfotenhauer  asks  us  to  inquire 
of  Andrew  Higgins  from  whom  he  would 
like  to  hear  as  to  how  Higgins,  former 
State  maintenance  man,  is  getting  along  in 
Wichita,  to  which  town  he  recently  moved 
with  his  bride. 

Kent  Loubdell  (if  we’ve  spelled  the  name 
wrong  we’ll  buy  the  popcorn)  has  been 
added  to  the  staff  of  the  Circle  Theatre; 
Kent  formerly  worked  with  Kimbrough 
Drug  Co.  of  this  city  . . . Congratulate 
Fred  Schofield  . . . he’s  a fraternity  man 
now  and  says  the  initiation  was  abso- 
lutely harmless.  Somebody’s  getting  soft 
if  we  remember  our  own  fraternity  initi- 
ation— it  wasn’t  harmless! 

Ben  Langdon,  formerly  with  Standard 
and  afterwards  promoter  of  a local  en- 
tertainment magazine,  is  now  advertising 
manager  of  a Mangum  (Okla.)  daily  . . . 
In  case  you  want  to  be  an  actor  drop  down 
to  the  Isis  (Griffith  house  on  Reno  Ave.) 
and  try  out  on  Amateur  Night  there;  it’s 
going  over  big. 

You  should  see  Morris  Loewenstein’s 
eyes  light  up  these  days;  it’s  the  old  con- 
vention sparkle  what  with  the  TOA  due 
to  convene  the  16th  of  this  month  for  a 
single  day  session  at  the  Skirvin. 

Basil  Lowry,  holding  a “California”  tick- 
et, hit  the  jackpot  on  a downtown  Pot-of- 
Gold  game  recently.  As  you  probably  know, 
Basil’s  Standard’s  art  man. 


flSTOR  PICTURES 

Harwood  and  Jackson  Streets 
DALLAS,  TEXAS 


May  Require  Witness 
In  Universal  Suit 


Oklahoma  City — If  the  Federal  District 
Court  here  approves  a request  of  Univer- 
sal Film  Exchanges,  Inc.,  one  Fozie  Rahal 
of  1523  Northwest  11th  street,  who  has  a 
$50,000  damage  suit  pending  against  Uni- 
versal and  local  theatres,  will  have  to  go 
out  and  find  somebody  who  made  fun  of 
him. 

Rahal  publishes  a local  sheet.  Tomorrow. 

Several  months  ago  he  filed  a suit 
against  the  film  exchange  and  Standard 
Theatres  charging  that  a magazine  in  the 
motion  picture,  “Charlie  McCarthy,  De- 
tective,” was  a libel  on  his  publication. 

In  a brief  filed  last  week  by  the  defend- 
ants it  was  stated  that  during  questioning 
of  Rahal  before  a notary  public  recently, 
Rahal  testified  he  had  talked  with  hun- 
dreds of  people  on  the  street  after  the  film 
was  shown  here  and  they  had  made  fun  of 
him. 

Rahal,  however,  refused  to  name  any  of 
them,  the  brief  states,  and  he  further  re- 
fused to  answer  what  part  of  his  requested 
$50,000  damages  was  for  “mental  agony.” 

The  defendant’s  petition  requests  Federal 
Judge  Edgar  S.  Vaught  to  order  Fozie  to 
answer  those  two  questions. 

In  his  suit  Rahal  declared  that  in  the 
film,  the  editor  of  a magazine  Tomorrow 
was  “worthless,  unscrupulous,  and  lawless” 
and  lent  his  aid  to  a gang  of  grafters. 

It  also  alleged  that  the  format  of  the 
film  magazine  resembled  Rahal ’s  publica- 
tion. 

Star  Will  Re-enact  Scene 
From  "GWTW"  in  Atlanta 

Atlanta — Scarlett  O’Hara  and  her 
“Mammy”  will  re-enact  the  famous  bed- 
room scene  from  “Gone  With  the  Wind” 
on  the  stage  of  Loew’s  Grand  Theatre, 
as  a feature  of  the  film’s  anniversary  pre- 
miere December  12. 

Vivien  Leigh  and  Hattie  McDaniel  will 
come  to  Atlanta  to  take  part  in  the  cele- 
bration and  this  unique  feature  of  the 
evening  premiere.  A regular  film  set  will 
be  built  on  the  stage,  with  cameras,  lights 
and  all  the  features  of  a Hollywood  set 
duplicated.  The  scene  will  be  re-made  by 
a prominent  Hollywood  director  exactly 
the  same  as  it  was  originally  “shot.” 

This  particular  scene  was  selected  for 
reproduction  after  a canvass  of  Atlanta 
theatregoers  disclosed  that  it  stood  out  as 
the  most  memorable. 

Reports  are  the  demand  for  premiere 
tickets  at  $5  each  is  comparable  to  that 
for  the  original  $10  premiere  tickets  of 
last  year.  The  proceeds  of  the  premiere 
will  go  to  the  Atlanta  Committee  of  the 
British  War  Relief  Society. 


Select  Attractions.  Inc,. 
Opens  Branch  in  Dallas 

Dallas — A branch  office  of  Select  At- 
tractions, Inc.,  has  been  opened  in  the  Film 
Exchange  Building  here  to  handle  that 
company’s  product  in  the  Dallas,  Okla- 
homa City,  New  Orleans  and  Memphis  ter- 
ritories. 

A1  Mertz,  former  manager  of  Grand  Na- 
tional here,  is  district  manager  of  the  new 
company.  A1  Wolf  is  branch  manager  in 
charge  of  the  local  exchange. 

The  Select  lineup  calls  for  24  pictures, 
including  eight  westerns.  The  first  re- 
lease is  “Adolescence,”  starring  Leon 
Janney  and  Eleanor  Hunt. 
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(^OPIES  of  Variety  Club’s  1941  roster 
have  been  mailed  out  to  all  barkers 
of  Tent  No.  17  . . . L.  W.  Conrow,  Altec 
president,  and  Stanley  Hand,  division 
manager,  were  in  for  a short  visit  at 
the  local  office  headed  by  C.  J.  Zern  . . . 
Mrs.  Morris  Schulman  and  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Henry  Lazarus,  of  the  Bryan  Amusement 
Co.,  which  operates  three  theatres  at 
Bryan,  were  here  on  business  in  connec- 
tion with  those  houses.  Mrs.  Schulman 
recently  returned  from  a trip  to  New  York. 

F.  W.  Franke,  Universal  home  office 
representative,  who  has  been  at  the  Dallas 
exchange  the  past  few  days,  planned  to 
leave  here  for  the  Oklahoma  City  branch. 
Franke  is  related  to  the  wife  of  Ernest 
Armbruster,  manager  of  the  Maple  Thea- 
tre. Incidentally,  Ernest’s  brother,  Walter 
Armbruster,  is  booker  in  the  Universal 
office  here  . . . Harold  Cunyus,  owner  of 
the  Gem  for  colored  at  Waco,  was  here 
booking  and  handling  a few  minor  equip- 
ment matters  . . . Jack  Groves,  owner  of 
the  Queen  in  Houston,  drove  up  last  week- 
end in  a handsome  new  automobile. 

Phil  Isley  was  back  in  his  Dallas  office 
Monday  after  a successful  opening  of  his 
new  Granada  in  Palacios.  Incidentally, 
John  G.  Long  and  his  general  manager, 
Theo.  Routt,  of  Bay  City,  likewise,  were 
on  the  Row  after  opening  their  new  Long 
Theatre,  also  in  Palacios.  Both  houses 
seat  1,000  . . . The  Wallace  Walthalls, 
in  Variety  lingo  “Alice  and  Wallace,”  were 
hosts  at  the  Bingo  party  last  Saturday 
night. 

The  B.  G.  Herbers,  newlyweds,  drove 
down  to  Austin  to  see  his  alma  mater 
miraculously  down  the  powerful  Aggies. 
Incidentally,  they  spent  a few  days  at  the 
family  home  with  relatives  . . . Bill  El- 
liott, Columbia’s  western  star,  has  wound 
up  his  personal  appearance  tour  of  Texas. 
He  left  Corpus  Christi  last  Saturday  for 
the  coast  . . . Frank  Barry,  Columbia 
home  office  representative,  has  been 
checking  over  the  records  in  the  Dallas 
branch. 

Henry  Reeve,  of  the  Mission  at  Menard, 
and  Mrs.  Reeve  were  in  town  several  days 
with  their  daughter,  Margaretta,  who  un- 
derwent an  operation  in  Baylor  Hospital 
. . . Sam  Stokes,  manager  of  R&R  Thea- 
•tres  in  McAlester,  visited  the  circuit’s  lo- 
cal headquarters  . . . B.  R.  McLendon  of 
Tri-State  Theatres,  Atlanta,  was  calling 
on  exchanges  with  his  Dallas  booker,  How- 
ard Baskin. 

The  Walter  McNatts  tried  something 
new  last  week  at  their  Inez  in  Naples. 
They  gave  customers  an  extra  30-minute 
concert  of  spirituals  and  popular  songs 
rendered  by  an  all-colored  quartet. 

Steve  Stein,  former  salesman  here  for 
Educational  when  that  company  was 
flourishing,  was  in  the  Monogram  office 
the  other  day  visiting  with  Ed  Blumen- 
thal  and  John  Franconi.  Stein  is  on  a short 
pleasure  trip  to  points  in  Texas,  coming 
from  Jackson,  Miss.,  where  he  has  es- 
tablished himself  as  an  exhibitor.  For  a 
time  he  owned  and  operated  the  Bijou  at 
LaFeria  . . . Lee  Scarborough,  who  recent- 
ly opened  the  new  Van  at  Van,  was  here 
with  his  operator,  Weldon  Dodson.  Both 
were  booking  on  the  Row  for  that  house. 

G.  H.  Williams  of  the  Capitol,  Meridan, 
arrived  Wednesday  to  get  lined  up  on  com- 
ing attractions  for  his  house.  He  conferred 
with  Forrest  White  of  Ind-Ex  Booking  Ser- 
vice, who  dates  them  in  for  him  . . . L.  C. 
Baxley  was  doing  a little  film  shopping 


OHicers  and  Directors  of  Dallas  Variety — 

Dallas — Here  are  the  members  of  Variety’s  new  board  of  directors,  including 
five  new  officers.  Seated,  left  to  right,  Don  C.  Douglas,  R&R  circuit,  property 
master:  Burt  King,  RCA,  first  assistant  chief  barker;  Paul  Short,  National  Screen 
Service,  chief  barker;  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Interstate,  retiring  chief  barker  and  acting 
ex-officio  director;  James  O.  Cherry,  Interstate,  second  assistant  chief  barker;  Ted 
deBoer,  Interstate,  dough  guy.  Standing:  Jake  Lutzer,  Universal;  Lynn  Stocker, 
Griffith  circuit;  R.  E.  Griffith,  Griffith;  William  O’Donnell,  Interstate;  W.  G. 
Underwood,  Republic,  and  B.  C.  Gibson,  United  Artists. 

Officers  and  directors  are  now  working  on  plans  for  the  new  year  preparatory 
to  their  induction  at  an  elaborate  New  Year’s  Eve  party. 

At  the  weekly  luncheon  Monday,  the  incoming  officers  and  directors  were 
seated  together  at  the  head  table.  Each  was  introduced  by  O’Donnell,  who  also 
passed  around  compliments  in  recognition  of  their  untiring  efforts  for  Variety. 

Judge  V.  P.  Crow  of  Oklahoma  City,  billed  as  a guest  speaker,  didn’t  make  it 
because  of  poor  plane  connections. 


this  week  after  the  successful  opening  of 
his  new  Plaza  in  south  Houston. 

H.  L.  Youngblood,  a converted  westerner 
from  San  Angelo,  was  in  the  R&R  office 
this  week  immediately  following  the  gala 
opening  of  the  new  Plaza  there.  He  is 
assistant  to  city  manager  and  partner, 
John  D.  Jones  . . . W.  J.  Chesher  of  the 
three  theatres  at  Littlefield  was  here  to  do 
some  1941  booking. 

Raymond  Comes  of  the  Comes  and  Pal- 
ace at  Farmersville,  who  is  seen  on  Film- 


row  at  least  twice  weekly,  is  on  the  gen- 
eral arrangements  committee  for  a gigan- 
tic Christmas  party  his  town  will  give  next 
week  for  several  thousand  school  children 
from  surrounding  counties. 


Improving  Carver 

Birmingham,  Ala. — The  Carver,  to  be  re- 
opened by  Carver  Theatre  Corp.,  is  being 
improved  with  RCA  sound  and  a new 
screen. 


THE  NEW 
“ACE"  MODEL 


SEE  THE  NEW 

ADVANCE 

POP  CORN  MACHINES 

4 NEW  STREAMLINED 
MONEY  MAKERS 

More  Features,  Better  Prices,  More 
Attractive,  Two-Year  Guarantee. 

Write  for  literature 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS,  TEXAS 
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Backstage  of  a Broadcast — 

Ona  Munson  (right),  film  and  radio  actress  who  has  the  feminine  lead  in 
the  Edward  G.  Robinson  airshow,  “Big  Town,”  entertains  Alfred  N.  Sach, 
Dallas  theatre  circuit  operator,  and  Doris  Golding  backstage  in  a Colum- 
bia Broadcasting  System  station. 


^HE  Transcontinental  Roller  Derby  is 

scheduled  to  return  to  the  Municipal 
Auditorium  on  Christmas  day  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Alzafar  Temple  . . . For- 
mer film  players  seen  hobnobbing  around 
San  Antonio  these  days  include  Jack  Hoey, 
Charles  (Bob  Craig)  Nelson,  Jack  Karmi, 
Percy  Barbat,  Coates  Gwynne,  Harry  and 
Virginia  Foster,  Lupe  Beltram  and  Gene 
“Shorty”  Wolf  . . . When  Francisco  Torres, 
a former  San  Antonio  resident,  opened  his 
new  Maya,  a $20,000  Mexican  house  in 
Beeville,  on  Thanksgiving,  the  following 
were  in  attendance:  J.  J.  Jimenez  of  Latin- 
American  Film  Exchange,  San  Antonio; 
Mayor  Alex  Quinn  of  that  city;  Hon.  Judge 
R.  J.  Beasley  of  Bee  county,  and  the 
Mexican  consul  of  Corpus  Christ! , and 
other  notables. 

Jack  Silverthorn  has  succeeded  Law- 
rence Arnold  as  assistant  manager  and 
treasurer  at  the  State.  Arnold  resigned  to 
take  over  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  army 
at  Fort  Sam  Houston  . . . Three  Inter- 
state executives  were  in  town  from  Dallas 
recently.  They  were  R.  J.  and  William 
O’Donnell  and  Raymond  B.  Willie  . . . The 
Majestic  presented  a stage  show  tagged 
“Midnight  Musical  Melodiers”  . . . Per- 
sonal to  H.  G.  K.:  That  info  was  from  the 
Hawkins  Film  Service  manager. 

Lillian  Scott,  Kenny  Baker’s  sister,  is 
making  her  residence  in  the  Alamo  City 
. . . Billy  Sharp  reports  that  the  Texas 
plans  to  bring  back  big  time  burlesque 
in  the  near  future  . . . Manager  J.  J. 
Jimenez  of  the  Azteca  Films  exchange  here 
slipped  and  fell  during  one  of  the  recent 
rainy  spells  and  dislocated  his  right  shoul- 
der ...  In  town  the  latter  part  of  the 
week  was  Jack  Chalman,  Interstate  pub- 
lic relations  man  from  Dallas. 

Seen  talking  in  front  of  the  Prince  the 
other  day:  Manager  L.  M.  Oppenheimer 
and  Jack  H.  Adams  jr.  of  Adams  Film  Ex- 
change, Dallas  . . . Robert  G.  Hoffman, 
composer,  spent  a few  hours  here  with 
L.  J.  Pico,  former  theatre  organist,  en 
route  from  New  Orleans  to  Hollywood  . . . 
Kenny  Baker  canceled  his  Municipal  Audi- 
torium engagement  here  because  of  a 
throat  ailment  . . . The  first  anniversary 
of  the  opening  of  the  New  National  was 
observed  this  week. 


Theatre  Gift  Books  Going 
Good  at  Interstate  Units 

Dallas — Theatre  Gift  Books  for  Christ- 
mas are  reported  coming  into  their  own 
over  the  Interstate  circuit.  Ben  Hill,  for- 
mer Paramount  publicity  man  who  is 
working  on  the  proposition  for  the  cir- 
cuit, has  been  doing  promotional  work 
among  clubs  and  organizations  on  bulk 
sales. 

Trailers  offering  the  books  for  sale  at 
boxoffices  have  been  running  on  Interstate 
screens.  The  books  cost  from  $1  to  $5. 

The  Robb  & Rowley  circuit  has  adopted 
a similar  Gift  Book  plan  in  some  of  its 
towns. 


Visual  Instruction  Bureau 
Reports  Interest  Gain 

Austin — Showing  the  increase  in  inter- 
est of  the  bureau  of  visual  instruction’s 
free-loaned  motion  pictures,  yearly  appli- 
cations have  more  than  tripled  during  the 
last  two  years,  according  to  Mrs.  Joe 
Moore,  director  of  the  bureau.  Requests 
from  1936  to  1938  totaled  6,735,  while  from 
1938  to  1940  the  total  has  reached  21,279. 
An  increase  of  well  over  500  per  cent  has 
been  noted  in  the  last  five  years. 

Plans  for  organization  of  county  and  city 
audio-visual  instruction  are  being  formu- 
lated by  L.  A.  Woods,  state  superintendent 
of  public  instruction. 


NTS  Equipment  Sales 

Dallas — Equipment  sales  reported  by 
the  local  National  Theatre  Supply  branch: 
Interstate  circuit’s  Palace,  Dallas,  com- 
plete new  booth  equipment  including  pro- 
jectors, lenses,  super  bases,  lamps  and  plas- 
tic screen;  Robb  & Rowley  ordered  two 
sound  systems  for  their  two  new  houses  in 
Corpus  Christ!;  R.  Q.  Coleman  ordered 
sound  for  his  Texas  Theatre  in  Seago- 
ville;  R.  J.  Condron  ordered  complete 
equipment,  including  sound,  projectors, 
lamphouses  and  rectifiers,  for  his  Alto  in 
LaFeria. 


Now  Managing  Two 

Newnan,  Ga. — Ecta  Hutchinson,  man- 
ager of  the  Alamo,  has  also  been  put  in 
charge  of  the  Gem  here.  Both  are  operated 
by  Lam  Amusement  Co. 


A U S T 111  M 

pOR  SOME  reason  that  no  one  can  ex- 
plain, children  born  to  wives  of  local 
Interstate  theatre  managers  are  invariably 
girls.  Latest  such  arrival  was  Judith 
Dawn  Raines,  daughter  No.  2 in  the  house- 
hold of  Texas  Manager  Gerald  Raines  . . . 
Recent  oldies  to  play  the  Texas  include 
“The  Crusades,”  “The  Sisters,”  “Hell’s 
Angels,”  “Rose  Marie,”  “Stage  Door,”  “My 
Man  Godfrey,”  and  “Of  Human  Bondage.” 

When  the  smoke  of  battle  died  down 
these  personnel  changes  were  in  effect: 
Earl  Podolnick,  manager  of  the  State; 
Francis  Vickers,  assistant  manager  State; 
Bob  Hopkins,  manager  of  the  Austin;  Wil- 
bur Evans,  assistant  doorman  at  Para- 
mount; Bruce  Locke,  new  usher  at  State, 
who  has  since  been  ordered  to  duty  with 
the  National  Guard;  Walter  Goldberg, 
from  Queen  to  Texas  service  staff;  Mau- 
rice Haber,  transferred  from  Paramount  to 
Queen. 

Two  Thanksgiving  Eve  owl  shows  gar- 
nered their  share  of  the  pre-football  fans’ 
entertainment  money.  “Escape”  played  the 
Paramount,  while  “Knute  Rockne — All 
American”  was  on  the  Capitol  screen.  The 
regular  Saturday  midnight  show  at  the 
Paramount  dished  up  “Rangers  of  For- 
tune,” which  also  played  to  a beaucoup 
crowd. 

The  annual  Turkey  Day  grid  classic  of 
Texas  U.  vs.  Texas  A&M  attracted  a goodly 
number  of  Interstaters,  put  a dent  in  some 
pocketbooks  and  a bulge  in  others  . . . Sam 
Duffie,  State  projectionist,  is  having  the 
house  painted  with  his  winnings.  Jesse 
Melinger,  Varsity  manager,  and  Dick 
Waite,  Paramount  assistant  skipper,  are 
happy  about  the  whole  thing  . . . But  don’t 
say  “A&M”  around  one  chief  usher.  It’s 
fightin’  words  . . . “Speed”  Hoover  and 
Lafe  Phieffer  of  the  Dallas  Interstate  of- 
fice were  in  town  for  the  big  game. 

Bill  Elliott,  Columbia  western  star,  made 
a two-day  personal  appearance  at  Elmo 
Hegman’s  Ritz  . . . Harry  Hall,  manager 
of  the  newly  opened  Joseph  Drive-In  Thea- 
tre on  the  Dallas  Highway,  reports  a big 
initial  week  despite  five  days  of  inclement 
weather  . . . Newsreel  shots  of  the  Texas- 
A&M  game  were  shown  at  the  Paramount 
and  Capitol. 

Jack  Tisdale’s  amateur  film  on  scientific 
crime  detection  was  judged  first  place 
winner  in  the  open  class  of  the  State  Fair_ 
motion  picture-making  contest  . . . “The 
American  Way,”  a commercial  sound  film 
sent  here  by  American  Airlines,  Inc.,  was 
shown  before  the  U.  of  T.  class  in  motor 
and  air  transportation  ...  A 50-minute 
vaudeville  show  and  “Dr.  Kildare  Goes 
Home”  did  terrific  weekend  grosses  at  the 
Capitol. 

Dorothy  Warren,  the  P.B.X.’er,  is  mighty 
happy  about  that  Christmas  vacation  trip 
to  Washington,  D.  C.,  to  see  Maw  and  Paw 
. . . Deen  Hebert,  cage  girl  at  the  State, 
visiting  at  home  in  Velasco,  Tex.  . . . The 
Paramount  candy  gals  are  Betty  Waite  and 
La  Von  Buck,  both  eyefuls  and  both  co-eds 
at  the  University  of  Texas  ...  If  anyone 
finds  a Pekingese  named  Pudgy,  send  the 
mut  home  to  Elizabeth  Fletcher,  Varsity 
cashier  . . . Molly  Ficken,  relief  cashier  at 
the  Varsity  and  Texas,  is  an  accomplished 
pianist  in  her  spare  time. 

Charlie  Root,  the  ubiquitous  manager  of 
the  Queen,  has  gone  and  bought  himself  a 
new  Buick  convertible,  which  friends  6laim 
is  red,  white  and  blue  in  color.  We’re  won- 
dering if  the  horn  plays  “God  Bless  Amer- 
ica,” too?  . . . Worth  Ware,  a one-time  ex- 
tra player  at  Universal,  is  back  in  Austin, 
his  home  . . . City  Manager  Louis  Novy  to 
Dallas  and  back  on  official  business. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

1026  SANTA  FE  BLDG.  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas.  Texas 
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■yiSITORS:  Mrs.  Cowan  Oldham,  Cum- 
’ berland  Amusement  Co.,  McMinnville, 
Tenn.;  Ray  Newman  and  son,  Warren, 
Pastime,  Sandersville,  Ga.;  L.  C.  Worth- 
ington, Auto  Movies,  Bessemer,  Ala.;  W. 

R.  “Bill”  Griffin,  Strand,  Cullman,  Ala.; 
Wendell  Welch,  Strand,  Dallas,  Ga.;  A.  L. 
Cowart,  Legion,  Cartersville,  Ga.;  Joe 
Waters,  Fairburn,  Fairburn,  Ga.;  Ernest 
Ingram,  Ashland,  Ashland,  Ala.;  B.  Neal, 
Villa  Rica,  Villa  Rica,  Ga.;  Collie  Biggers, 
Winter  Garden,  Winter  Garden,  Fla.;  R.  P. 
Higginbotham,  Lyric,  Pell  City,  Ala.;  Clyde 
Sisson,  Mt.  Vernon,  Tallassee,  Ala.;  M.  E. 
Maddox,  Woodbury,  Woodbury,  Ga.;  Joe 
Maddox,  McDonough,  McDonough,  Ga.; 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Kimbro,  Liberty  and  Pickens, 

S.  C.;  J.  R.  Wilson,  Center,  McMinnville, 
Tenn.;  R.  L.  Bang,  Kingston,  Daytona 
Beach,  Fla.;  Frank  and  Bill  Dowler,  Dixie 
Operating  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and 
J.  Jarrell,  Roxy,  Commerce,  Ga. 

Johnnie  Cummins,  salesman  for  Mono- 
gram, was  in  town  for  the  first  time  in 
several  months  . . . W.  H.  Rudisill  now 
is  handling  the  hooking  department  in  the 
Atlanta  exchange  of  Producers  Releasing 
Corp. 

Two  visitors  to  the  Row  this  week  were 
Ralph  Reid  of  Advertising  Accessories, 
Inc.,  of  New  Orleans,  and  his  wife  Marian, 
who  spent  their  belated  vacation  in  At- 
lanta. 

Thos.  H.  Read,  manager  of  the  Fox, 
anticipates  moving  into  his  new  home 
around  the  first  of  the  year  . . . Ike  Katz, 
district  manager  of  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.,  announces  that  a number  of  im- 
portant circuit  deals  have  been  closed  re- 
cently, among  them  the  Lucas  & Jen- 
kins Theatres  and  the  Martin  Theatres. 

B.  S.  Bryan  and  J.  M.  (Jim)  Young, 
well  known  film  salesmen,  have  joined  the 
sales  force  of  Producers  Releasing  Corp. 
in  the  Atlanta  exchange. 

H.  D.  Graham,  southern  district  mana- 
ger for  Universal,  has  returned  to  the 
city  after  making  a visit  to  several  of 
the  other  offices  . . . Howard  Wallace, 
Sack  Amusement  Co.,  is  in  Memphis  ter- 
ritory this  week. 

Fred  Levi’s  new  colored  house,  the  Car- 
ver, in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  held  its  formal 
opening  December  5. 

Herman  Abrams  has  purchased  the 
Lumpkin  Theatre,  Lumpkin,  Ga.,  from  A.  L. 
Cowart  . . . W.  W.  Anderson,  branch  man- 
ager for  Columbia,  is  in  Nashville  . . . 
F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  eastern  sales  manager 
for  Universal,  stopped  over  for  a day 
while  making  a tour  of  all  the  offices. 

John  T.  Ezell,  branch  manager  for  Uni- 
versal, is  making  a trip  in  Florida  . . . 
David  Katz,  manager  of  Producers  Re- 
leasing Corp.,  has  returned  from  Char- 
lotte where  he  attended  the  Theatre  Own- 
ers’ Convention  of  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina. 

The  New  Georgia  Theatre,  Carrollton, 
Ga.,  owned  by  J.  E.  Duncan  and  Richard 
Bros.,  will  open  around  January  15.  All 
equipment  was  furnished  by  Capitol  City 
Supply  Co.  . . . John  Jenkins,  Million  Dol- 
lar Productions,  returned  from  Hollywood 
but  only  stopped  for  a day  on  his  way 
to  Chicago. 

Jack  Elwell,  Cameo  Theatre  manager, 
has  returned  to  his  desk  after  an  illness 
of  three  weeks  . . . Fred  Jack,  district 
manager  for  Warner,  was  a visitor. 


Atlanta  Barkers  Enjoy 
Motorcade  to  Game 


Atlanta — The  Variety  motorcade  of 
four  busses  that  took  122  Atlanta  barkers 
and  their  wives  and  friends  to  the  Tech- 
Georgia  game  in  Athens  was  voted  a huge 
success,  despite  the  need  for  one  bus- 
load’s passengers  to  hitch-hike  into  Ath- 
ens on  a truck  when  their  transport  broke 
down. 

Each  bus  was  presided  over  by  a cap- 
tain and  a master  of  ceremonies  and  all 
were  equipped  with  a public  address  sys- 
tem that  provided  music.  The  American 
Legion  in  Athens  loaned  the  party  their 
club  house  for  a picnic  lunch. 

The  returned  motorcade  ended  up  at 
the  club  rooms  in  Atlanta  for  an  appro- 
priate finale. 

R,  V,  "Dick"  Anderson 
Dies  in  New  York 

Atlanta — R.  V.  “Dick”  Anderson,  54, 
native  Atlantan  and  a pioneer  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  newsreel,  died  last 
Thursday  in  New  York. 

Anderson,  in  the  newsreel  business  about 
25  years,  left  here  as  a young  man  to 
work  for  the  old  Pathe  company  in  Char- 
lotte. After  several  years  there,  he  went 
to  New  York  to  join  Universal  as  manager 
of  its  newsreel  department.  He  remained 
there  until  about  four  years  ago  when 
he  became  distribution  manager  for  RKO 
Pathe  News. 

Anderson  was  a frequent  visitor  here 
and  was  well  known  along  Filmrow. 
Among  survivors  are  his  wife,  his  mother, 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Anderson:  and  a sister,  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Yarbrough,  the  latter  two  of 
Atlanta. 

Sign  Painters'  Pickets 
Have  Plenty  Company 

Birmingham,  Ala. — Two  men  last  week 
picketed  the  Alabama  Theatre  as  unfair 
to  Sign  Painters  Union,  Local  No.  72. 

Said  the  signs:  “The  theatre  industry  is 
prosperous,  yet  the  theatres  pay  less  than 
a living  wage.” 

Said  Francis  Falkenburg,  manager  of  the 
Alabama:  “We  pay  our  sign  painter  $40 
a week,  $5  more  than  the  union  scale.” 

Said  signs  carried  by  theatre-hired  rival 
pickets:  “It  is  unfair  to  miss  this  picture.” 


Son  to  Max  Zagers 

Greensboro.  N.  C. — Friends  in  the  in- 
dustry and  the  world  at  large  were  re- 
cently notified  by  a circular  of  the  birth 
of  a son,  November  12,  to  the  Max  Zagers. 
Zager,  who  operates  houses  in  Greensboro 
and  High  Point,  announced  the  news  via 
a circular  which,  in  a dozen  frames,  film- 
still  fashion,  sketched  with  drawings, 
highlights  in  the  family’s  life. 


RC.A.  Sound  for  Two 
Atlanta — Fred  McLendon’s  Star  at  Toc- 
coa,  Ga.,  and  Lester  Miller’s  Palace  at 
Coweta,  Okla.,  are  being  outfitted  with 
RCA  sound. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1912^  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 
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H S I.  J.  McKinney,  manager  of  the  Grove 
in  Coconut  Grove,  leaves  this  week 
to  assume  the  post  of  district  manager  of 
three  Wometco  houses  in  Nassau — the  Sa- 
voy, the  Nassau  and  the  Cinema — Guy  M. 
Warner,  assistant  manager  at  the  Grove, 
is  advanced  to  manager  of  the  house. 
Richard  Wanklyn,  former  head  usher,  be- 
comes assistant  manager. 

After  a slight  delay  at  Orlando,  Sonny 
Shepherd  took  off  in  his  own  plane  for 
Hollywood  where  he  will  spend  a couple 
of  weeks  at  the  studios  lining  up  stars  for 
personal  appearances  at  Miami  Beach  pre- 
mieres to  be  held  at  his  house,  the  Lin- 
coln, this  winter.  Sonny  carried  letters  to 
the  mayors  of  Mobile,  New  Orleans,  El 
Paso,  Dallas  and  Phoenix,  inviting  them 
to  attend  the  air  maneuvers  here  the 
first  week  in  January. 

Jimmy  Gillespie  is  down  from  United 
Artists’  New  York  promotion  department 
to  work  on  campaigns  for  “The  Long  Voy- 
age Home”  and  “Thief  of  Bagdad,”  with 
the  latter  being  given  a holiday  buildup 
. . . A1  Prescott,  doorman  at  the  State 
who  has  been  with  various  Wometco  houses 
for  the  past  five  years,  volunteered  in  the 
first  local  quota  and  is  now  stationed  at 
Fort  Blanding.  Other  shifts  in  this  or- 
ganization see  Herman  Berlin  going  from 
the  assistant  manager’s  post  at  the  Strand 
to  the  same  post  at  the  Cameo;  William 
Gollen,  doorman  at  the  Capitol,  becom- 
ing assistant  manager  at  the  Strand;  Ed 
Amsden,  assistant  manager  at  the  Cameo, 
shifting  to  a similar  post  at  the  Rosetta, 
from  which  house  Claude  Norton  moves 
up  from  assistant  manager  to  manager  at 
the  Biltmore. 


LIGHTNING 


PURIFIES  AIR  OUTDOORS 


KOZONO 

ELIMINATES  ALL  ODORS  AND 
PURIFIES  AIR  INDOORS 

Throughout  29  states,  KOZONO  is  suc- 
cessfully used,  and  recognized  as  a 
theatre  necessity.  This  remarkable 
OZONE  machine,  will  instantly  ELIM- 
INATE ANY  AND  ALL  ODORS,  DE- 
STROY BACTERIA,  and  economically 
deodorize  your  entire  theatre.  KOZONO 
generates  its  own  agent  — electrically. 
There  are  no  refills  or  chemicals.  First 
cost  is  the  last.  Sold  on  a money  back 
basis,  and  GUARANTEED  UNCONDI- 
TIONALLY FOR  12  MONTHS.  The 
health  of  your  patrons  should  warrant 
an  investigation.  CATALOGUE,  list  of 
users  and  detailed  information  on  re- 
quest. 

THE  KOZONO  CO. 

123  West  Trade-B 

CHARLOTTE,  NORTH  CAROLINA 
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^HE  first  two  boys  to  leave  the  Row  for 
a year’s  service  with  Uncle  Sam  will  be 
stationed  in  Ft.  Oglethorpe,  Ga.,  after  De- 
cember 4.  They  are  Douglas  Johnson  of 
the  ad  sales  department  at  Metro  and 
Earl  Hartzog,  booker  for  Warner.  Frank 
Norris,  who  was  assistant  booker  for  War- 
ner in  Kansas  City,  returns  to  Memphis 
as  head  booker  in  Hartzog’s  place.  Metro 
has  not  yet  filled  their  vacancy. 

Cliff  Wallace,  branch  manager  of  Ross 
Federal  Service,  Inc.,  is  hack  at  his  desk 
after  a busmess  trip  to  Chicago,  at  which 
time  he  broke  in  a new  Buick,  and  a duck 
hunting  trip  in  Western  Tennessee  at  Reel- 
foot  Lake. 

Bill  Lewis,  Monogram  booker,  has  been 
rather  incapacitated  the  last  several  days 
due  to  a badly  burned  hand,  which  oc- 
curred when  live  steam  from  a radiator 
came  in  contact  with  his  hand  and  arm 
. . .Jess  Norman  of  the  Best  and  Star  in 
England,  Ark.,  is  confined  to  his  home  in 
Little  Rock  due  to  illness.  Mrs.  Norman 
is  supervising  the  operation  of  the  thea- 
tres. 

John  Tomlinson,  who  was  officer  man- 
ager for  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  left  this  week  for 
Charlotte,  N.  C.,  where  he  will  become 
booker  for  Universal  . . . Bill  Mick  and 
Carl  Krueger  of  the  Jam  Handy  organi- 
zation spent  the  greater  part  of  the  week 
in  Memphis  contacting  the  local  circuit 
head  and  also  the  General  Motors  Corp. 

The  contract  for  the  construction  of  a 
$75,000  colored  theatre  on  Beale  St.  has 
been  let  to  Culbreath  and  Nichols,  by  Joe 
Maceri  and  Paul  Zerilla.  This  new  theatre 
will  replace  the  old  Grand,  and  will  con- 
tain 1,100  seats  on  main  floor  and  balcony. 
Work  has  started  on  the  demolishing  of 
the  present  theatre.  The  new  house  is  ex- 
pected to  be  completed  by  March  15. 
Maceri  and  Zerilla  now  operate  the  La- 
mar, de  luxe  suburban  house,  and  the 
Daisy,  a colored  run  on  Beale  St. 

Ernest  Glover,  who  was  familiarly  known 
as  “Pun  Jab,’’  when  he  was  formerly 
shipper  for  Malco  Theatres  and  the  War- 
ner exchange,  is  now  connected  with  Film 
Transit,  Inc.  . . . Milt  Bureau,  United 
Artists  salesman  for  Mississippi,  out  of 
New  Orleans,  spent  several  days  in  Mem- 
phis calling  on  his  local  accounts  . . . 
Two  unusual  visitors  on  the  Row  recently 
were  Al  Wilson  of  the  Bay  at  Red  Bay, 
and  Whyte  Bedford  of  the  New  at  Hamil- 
ton, Ala. 

Col.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Waugh,  skipper 
at  the  local  Warner,  are  off  to  New  York 
for  a meeting  of  the  Warner  zone  mana- 
gers and  a dinner  to  be  tendered  Joseph 
Bernhard  on  his  10th  anniversary  as  gen- 
eral manager  of  Warner  Theatres. 

The  mother  of  Dave  Flexer,  who  oper- 
ates several  theatres  in  Mississippi  and 
the  Ritz  in  Memphis,  and  Nathan  Flexer, 
of  the  Waverly  at  Waverly,  Tenn.,  was 
stricken  with  a heart  attack  on  November 
27  at  her  home  in  Nashville  and  died  be- 
fore either  of  her  sons  could  reach  her 
bedside.  Mrs.  Dave  Flexer’s  uncle,  Barney 
Haberfeld,  of  the  Varsity  at  Amory,  Miss., 
together  with  Mrs.  Haberfeld  attended  the 
funeral. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  R.  B. 
Gooch,  Ritz,  Selmer,  Tenn.;  H.  N.  Haddad, 
Munford,  Munford,  Tenn;  L.  A.  Launius, 
Judd,  Judsonia,  Ark.;  H.  H.  Kinney,  Hays, 
Hughes,  Ark.;  W.  O.  McCutcheon,  Ritz, 
Blytheville,  Ark.;  Tom  Ford,  Ford,  Rector, 
Ark.;  Mrs.  M.  B.  Stegar,  Palace,  Tunica, 
Miss.;  Jack  Wilbanks,  Hinz,  Walnut,  Miss.; 
Sig  Roberts,  Star,  Amory,  Miss.;  G.  E.  Sib- 


Greets  New  Sales  Head — 

Steve  Broidy,  right,  new  general  sales 
manager  of  Monogram  succeeding  Ed- 
ward A.  Golden  (who  resigned  to  pro- 
duce for  the  company) , is  greeted  in 
Hollywood  by  John  W.  Mangham, 
president  of  Monogram-Southern  Ex- 
changes, who  headquarters  in  Atlanta. 
The  occasion  was  the  meeting  of  the 
Monogram  board  of  directors  on  the 
coast  recently. 


ley.  Dixy,  Adamsville,  Tenn.;  W.  T.  Ellis, 
Ellis,  Cleveland,  Miss.;  Mrs.  E.  W.  Gibson, 
Tutrovanum,  Tutwiler,  Miss.;  R.  H.  Fisher, 
Crescent,  Belzoni,  Miss.;  Lawrence  Lan- 
ders, Landers,  Batesville,  Ark.;  A.  D.  Field- 
er and  his  booker,  Mrs.  Gladys  McCallum, 
of  Steele  and  Lilbourne,  Mo.;  Miss  Louise 
Mask,  Luez,  Bolivar,  Tenn.;  G.  H.  Goff, 
Rustic,  Parsons,  Tenn.;  W.  O.  Taylor,  Up- 
town, Dresden,  Tenn. 

Harry  Graham,  Universal’s  district  man- 
ager, who  is  making  a swing  of  his 
branehes,  flew  in  from  Oklahoma  City, 
spent  a couple  of  days  in  Memphis  hold- 
ing sales  meeting  and  left  by  plane  for 
New  Orleans  . . . J.  B.  Roach  is  the  new 
manager  of  the  Ritz  in  Aberdeen,  Miss., 
replacing  Joe  Jones  who  resigned  to  join 
the  Air  Corps. 

Mrs.  Merritt  Davis,  wife  of  the  Republic 
salesman  in  Arkansas,  spent  several  days 
in  Memphis  with  her  husband.  Mrs.  Davis 
is  making  her  home  in  Charlotte  tem- 
porarily while  the  children  are  in  school 
...  An  unusual  Filmrow  visitor  recently 
was  F.  J.  “Deacon”  Daugherty  of  the 
Palace,  West  Helena,  Ark.,  who  spent  a 
couple  of  days  advancing  his  bookings. 

Mrs.  Bessie  Sliman,  who  is  building  the 
Lux  at  Luxora,  Ark.,  is  anticipating  open- 
ing this  new  theatre  around  December  15 
or  definitely  before  the  Christmas  holi- 
days . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Noble,  who 
own  and  operate  the  Temple  and  Rex  in 
Leland,  Miss.,  and  the  Lincoln  in  Green- 
ville, Miss.,  were  recent  Filmrow  visitors. 

Walter  Parham  of  the  Royal,  Memphis, 
and  E.  R.  Gillette  of  the  Bristol,  Mem- 
phis, drove  down  to  Tuscaloosa  to  see  Mis- 
sissippi State  trounce  Alabama,  this  past 
Saturday,  despite  the  heavy  downpour  of 
rain  . . . Col.  Cecil  Vogel’s  (Loew’s  State 
manager)  mother  and  father  of  Owens- 
boro, Ky.,  spent  Thanksgiving  in  Mem- 
phis as  his  guests. 


McCoy  Assists  Miller 
Hickory,  N.  C. — P.  E.  “Mac”  McCoy  is 
assisting  J.  F.  Miller,  owner-manager  of 
the  Carolina  and  Rialto  here,  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  two  houses. 


OPRINGDALE’S  new  film  house,  the 
Shilo,  held  its  formal  opening  Friday 
night.  The  Shilo  is  one  of  a group  of 
theatres  owned  by  W.  F.  Sonneman  of 
Fayetteville,  and  will  be  managed  by  Clyde 
Allard  who  also  has  charge  of  the  Concord 
at  Springdale. 

Guy  B.  Snow,  manager  of  the  Strand, 
Newport,  has  been  named  by  the  Arkansas 
Wildlife  Federation  to  call  a meeting  of 
sportsmen  in  his  county  to  name  a dele- 
gate to  attend  a congressional  meeting. 

Various  Malco  theatres  in  the  state  will 
observe  “Malco  Holiday  Festival”  Novem- 
ber 21  to  December  28.  The  observance 
was  planned  by  members  of  the  Malco  or- 
ganization to  show  their  appreciation  for 
their  employers.  President  M.  A.  Light- 
man  and  Secretary-Treasurer  M.  S.  Mc- 
Cord. 

The  Royal  Theatre  safe,  Arkadelphia, 
was  broken  open  on  the  night  of  Novem- 
ber 24  and  more  than  $500  taken,  it  is  re- 
ported. 

John  H.  Rowley,  assistant  manager  of 
Robb  & Rowley  Theatres,  Little  Rock,  and 
Miss  Shirley  Goodgame  were  married  Wed- 
nesday morning  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  . . . Mrs.  Ann  Jorski,  cashier  at 
the  Roxy,  Little  Rock,  recently  underwent 
an  operation  at  St.  Vincent’s  Infirmary. 

Construction  of  a community  theatre, 
which  will  be  leased  by  Malco  Theatres, 
Inc.,  will  begin  this  week.  The  theatre  will 
be  located  in  North  Little  Rock  in  the  Park 
Hill  addition.  It  will  have  a seating  ca- 
pacity of  650. 


IIHIIOUSTOM 

JOHN  BO'YD,  manager  of  the  River  Oaks, 
^ says  that  Weldon  Parsons,  publicity 
man  for  Interstate’s  neighborhood  thea- 
tres, gave  him  valuable  help  in  his  “West- 
ern Jamboree”  which  featured  a big  west- 
ern every  day  for  a week  . . . Lester  Hall, 
film  purchaser  for  the  Delman,  has  given 
up  golf  for  a while  and  is  taking  up  fish- 
ing. He  made  his  first  try  last  week  and 
the  result  was  a five-inch  fish. 

Marshall  Padgit  of  the  Navaway  has  not 
been  at  his  old  hang-outs  lately  because 
he  is  saving  for  his  new  boy’s  education 
. . . Was  by  to  see  L.  M.  Andler  at  the  Yale. 
Lucian  is  the  boy  who  organized  the  oper- 
ators Local  279  in  1912  ..  . The  Tri-Cities, 
Goose  Creek,  Bay  Town  and  Pelly,  were 
isolated  for  a few  days  during  recent  flood 
waters. 

The  personnel  of  the  Horowitz  theatres, 
(Texan,  Uptown,  Iris  and  Ritz)  is  busy 
with  arrangements  for  their  annual  free 
Christmas  party  for  underprivileged  chil- 
dren . . . Calvin  Mitchell,  that  long,  tall 
and  good  looking  boy  who  doesn’t  have 
much  to  say,  is  now  doing  radio  work  . . . 
Sonja  Henie’s  ice  revue  at  the  Coliseum 
was  a huge  success. 

The  Tower,  North  Main  and  Eastwood 
theatres  continue  their  surprise  midnight 
frolics  each  Friday  night  with  a stage  show 
and  a surprise  picture  . . . What’s  become 
of  the  good  old  ballyhoo  days  when  thea- 
tres made  special  displays  for  certain  pic- 
tures and  put  out  banners  in  lobbies? 


New  Projection  Equipment 

Palatka.  Fla. — New  proiection  equip- 
ment costing  approximately  $2,000  has 
been  installed  at  the  Howell  here,  accord- 
ing to  Manager  Joe  Marentette. 
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Calloused  to 


Cited  for  Assisting 
Patriotic  Rodeo 


Toronto — The  London,  Ont.,  Theatre 
Managers’  Ass’n,  headed  by  W.  K.  Tru- 
dell  as  president  and  Jack  Whitehouse 
as  secretary,  has  been  mentioned  in  dis- 
patches in  connection  with  its  cooperative 
assistance  for  the  Patriotic  Rodeo  at 
Toronto  through  which  £5,000  was  cabled 
to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  for  the  re- 
lief of  English  bombing  victims,  this  being 
the  first  collective  effort  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 

Although  London  is  120  miles  from  To- 
ronto, the  association  was  responsible  for 
the  sale  of  rodeo  tickets  to  the  value  of 
$225  through  cooperative  advertising  and 
canvassing.  On  top  of  this  work,  the 
theatre  managers  of  London  organized 
a local  campaign  through  which  they 
raised  $610  for  the  war  victims  fund  which 
has  been  forwarded  to  the  Canadian  Mo- 
tion Picture  War  Services  Committee  at 
Toronto.  This  amount  was  raised  chiefly 
through  the  holding  of  a Sunday  benefit 
concert  and  the  staging  of  various  stunts 
which  resulted  in  cash  returns. 

Establish  Precedent 

At  the  same  time  the  London  Associa- 
tion has  started  something.  Established 
only  two  months  ago,  the  organization 
has  justified  itself  already  and  has  es- 
tablished its  community  value  beyond  all 
question  to  the  end  that  the  move  has 
been  made  for  the  creation  of  similar 
bodies,  made  up  of  theatre  managers  in 
cities  of  30,000  population  and  larger.  The 
belief  is  expressed  that  the  prestige  of 
the  motion  picture  industry  in  Canada  can 
be  elevated  and  cooperative  assistance  for 
worthy  causes  can  be  substantially  ex- 
panded under  reliable  auspices  by  the  for- 
mation of  theatre  managers’  associations 
in  cities  and  towns  having  several  thea- 
tres even  when  the  latter  are  recognized 
as  sharp  rivals  in  business  affairs.  With 
the  example  set  by  the  London  group,  it 
is  anticipated  that  local  associations  will 
be  formed  in  cities  and  towns  across  the 
Dominion  to  work  independently  for  com- 
rnunity  requirements  and  also  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Canadian  Motion  Picture 
War  Services  Committee. 

The  committee  of  the  industry  at  To- 
ronto has  the  following  personnel,  repre- 
senting all  branches  of  the  business:  N. 
L.  Nathanson,  chairman;  Harry  Alexan- 
der, Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  L.  M.  Devaney, 
J.  J.  Pitzgibbons,  O.  R.  Hanson,  Clair 
Hague,  H.  M.  Masters,  J.  P.  O’Loghlin  and 
N.  A.  Taylor.  Of  these,  Alexander  and 
Taylor  are  independents;  Nathanson  and 
Pitzgibbons  are  chain  officials,  and  Han- 
son is  identified  with  a theatre  chain  and 
a film  exchange,  the  others  being  film 
distributors. 


Big  Newspaper  Campaign 
Is  Accorded  to  "NWMP" 

Prince  Albert,  Sask. — The  most  exten- 
sive newspaper  campaign  ever  accorded 
a motion  picture  here  was  given  to  “North 
West  Mounted  Police”  prior  to  and  dur- 
ing its  run  at  the  Strand.  Local  interest 
was  naturally  high  because  Prince  Albert 
figured  prominently  in  the  Riel  Rebellion 
upon  which  the  film  was  based. 

Local  Mounted  Police  were  guests  of 
Manager  Leslie  Paine  during  the  film’s 
three-day  run,  which  drew  many  people 
from  the  surrounding  territory  to  this 
town  of  only  12,000  population. 


The  Cold 

Tilbury,  Ont. — With  the  first  snowfall 
here,  Horland  Rankin,  manager  of  the 
Plaza,  offered  free  admissions  to  the  first 
five  persons  who  would  come  to  the 
theatre  in  their  bare  feet.  Many  came. 

VS  - 

E,  W,  Bickle  Opens  a New 
House  in  Courtenay,  B.  C, 

Courtenay,  B.  C. — E.  W.  Bickle,  opera- 
tor of  the  Bickle  and  Ilo-Ilo  theatres,  on 
Thursday,  November  21,  opened  his  new 
E W Theatre  in  downtown  Courtenay. 
The  new  block,  which  contains  the  E W 
Theatre,  includes  a modern  apartment  and 
three  spacious  stores. 

Commemorating  the  occasion,  Bickle  is- 
sued a 16-page  booklet  with  colored  cover. 
The  booklet  carried  ads  from  the  various 
firms  associated  in  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  the  theatre,  complimentary 
listings  from  Courtenay  merchants,  and 
reading  matter  concerning  the  theatre,  its 
operator  and  some  of  its  coming  attrac- 
tions. 


Pay  lor  Privilege  of 
Exhibiting  ''Take  It" 

Toronto — Not  only  are  Warner  Bros, 
exchanges  in  Canada  foregoing  all  income 
for  rentals  of  the  special  British  propa- 
ganda short,  “London  Can  Take  It,”  de- 
picting the  bombing  of  London,  but  the 
theatres  are  paying  25  per  cent  extra  for 
the  privilege  of  showing  the  picture  on 
their  regular  programs.  The  revenue  is  be- 
ing turned  over  to  the  Lord  Mayor’s  War 
Victims’  Fkmd  for  the  relief  of  English 
people  who  have  been  made  destitute  by 
the  destruction  of  property. 

’This  is  one  of  many  steps  taken  by  the 
film  industry  in  Canada  to  be  of  patriotic 
service  and  it  is  being  done  without  any 
particular  publicity.  Incidentally,  there 
has  been  a rush  both  in  and  outside  of 
Toronto  to  book  the  film. 


To  Provide  Projectors 
For  Military  Camps 

Toronto  — Announcement  has  been 
made  from  government  sources  that  steps 
have  been  taken  for  the  establishment  of 
film  projection  facilities  in  the  chain  of 
conscription  camps  across  the  Dominion 
in  which  groups  of  approximately  30,000 
men  are  receiving  military  training  for 
service  in  the  Dominion.  The  statement 
was  coupled  with  the  declaration  that 
there  is  a shortage  of  projection  machines 
for  the  military  camps. 

This  announcement  caused  some  sur- 
prise in  Toronto  film  trade  circles,  vol- 
unteer workers  of  which  have  been  pro- 
viding screen  entertainment  for  the  troops 
for  many  months  with  complete  film  pro- 
grams provided  without  rental  charge. 


Rankin  May  Manage 

Tilbury,  Ont. — Harland  Rankin,  man- 
ager of  the  Plaza  here,  is  reportedly  to  be 
named  manager  of  the  new  700-seat  the- 
atre to  be  opened  in  Chatham  by  N.  A. 
Taylor,  president  of  Twentieth  Century 
Theatres. 


War  Budget  Ban  Hits 
Theatre  Giveaways 

Toronto — Canada’s  third  war  budget 
bans  the  importation  of  more  than  a 
thousand  commodities  classed  as  luxuries 
including  a long  list  of  theatre  giveaways 
such  as  dishes,  glassware,  ovenware,  jew- 
elry, ornaments,  toilet  sets,  paper  novel- 
ties and  toys.  The  ban  applies  to  all  but 
British  coimtries. 

New  Year’s  shows  will  have  to  do  with- 
out noisemakersj  serpentines  and  hats 
while  also  banned  are  regalia  badges,  pic- 
torial cards  and  folders,  envelopes,  stick- 
ers, printed  letterheads,  lavatory  paper 
supplies  and  musical  instruments  includ- 
ing those  using  records  but  not  record- 
ings therefor. 

Negative  or  positive  motion  pictures  and 
still  photographs  and  posters  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  long  list  for  the  new  heavy 
excise  tax  of  25  per  cent,  nor  among  the 
prohibited  imiwrts  are  films  presumed  to 
be  war  necessities. 

In  the  equipment  line,  the  ban  restricts 
the  importation  of  air  conditioning  units, 
electric  light  fixtures  and  shades,  signs 
other  than  paper  whether  framed  or  not, 
letters  and  numerals  for  signs  other  than 
paper,  mechanical  vending  machines  for 
candy  or  gum,  and  automatic  weight 
scales. 

Theatres  get  a break  in  the  ban  on 
gambling  slot  machines  and  the  new  ex- 
cise tax  on  such  machines  in  Canada. 

Other  banned  imports  are  photograph 
frames  and  display  cases  of  wood  or  metal. 
No  prohibition  or  further  tax  was  placed 
on  trade  periodicals,  but  pulp,  fiction  and 
comic  books  are  out. 


Restrictions  on  Money 
Crimp  Vacation  Plans 

Toronto — With  various  restrictions  on 
the  export  of  money  from  the  Dominion 
and  the  requirement  of  passports  which 
are  issued  only  for  business  or  emergency 
purposes,  there  is  no  talk  among  Toronto 
film  men  about  winter  vacations  in  Flor- 
ida or  California  as  in  past  years. 

A few  may  be  making  the  jaunt  early 
in  the  New  Year  if  they  can  produce  doc- 
tors’ certificates  to  the  effect  that  they 
are  in  ill-health  or  invalids  but  they  will 
be  permitted  to  take  only  limited  funds 
which  may  restrict  the  length  of  stay. 


Observe  "Boxing  Day" 

Toronto — In  various  communities  of 
the  Dominion,  “Boxing  Day”  will  be  ob- 
served as  a holiday  even  though  a war 
is  in  progress  with  its  demands  for  in- 
dustrial production.  Boxing  Day  is  the 
day  following  Christmas  and  its  observ- 
ance in  many  places  will  make  both  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday  a midweek  double 
holiday.  Theatre  proprietors  are  already 
planning  on  big  business. 


Sale  Balks  Thieves 

Toronto — The  Hollywood,  ace  house  of 
the  Allen  chain  in  Ontario,  was  the  scene 
of  a second  raid  within  eight  months 
when  midnight  crooks  bombed  the  safe 
in  the  manager’s  office  but  without  suc- 
cess. The  safe  was  badly  damaged  but 
withstood  the  charge.  The  office  will  have 
to  be  redecorated  because  of  the  spatter- 
ing of  the  explosive. 
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COMPETITION  in  first  run  theatres  has 
been  so  severe,  owing  to  the  high 
quality  of  offerings  during  the  past  few 
weeks,  that  Charlie  Chaplin’s  “The  Great 
Dictator’’  has  terminated  its  run  at  the 
Orpheum  after  only  three  weeks.  Higher 
prices  of  admission  undoubtedly  played 
their  part  in  restricting  the  run,  as  many 
pictures  have  run  five  weeks  at  the  Or- 
pheum, and  some  have  stayed  consider- 
ably longer.  At  no  time  was  there  a line- 
up extending  to  the  street,  as  has  been 
the  case  with  many  attractions.  “The 
Great  Dictator,”  it  is  said,  will  not  be 
seen  again  in  Montreal  until  next  summer. 

“Ted”  Kelly,  formerly  in  charge  of  Do- 
mmion  Somid  Equipments,  Ltd.,  office  on 
Filmrow,  aiid  since  that  was  closed,  at- 
tached to  the  head  office  staff,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  “Special  Products”  di- 
vision  of  the  Northern  Electric  Co.,  Ltd., 
of  which  Dominion  Sound  is  a subsidiary. 
He  is  succeeded  at  Dominion  Sound  by  a 
namesake,  Frank  Kelly  . . . Archie  Laurie 
of  Toronto,  president  of  Esquire  Films, 
which  distributes  British  pictures  through 
Empire-Universal,  was  a Filmrow  visitor 
. . . Other  exhibitors  around  the  Row  in- 
cluded: Albert  Bey,  Cinema,  Thetford 
Mines;  George  Gray,  Wonderland.  Magog, 
and  Ambrose  Nolan,  Pix,  Aylmer  . . . Re- 
gal and  United  Amusement  are  tied  for 
first  place  in  the  Filmrow  Bowling  League. 

W.  J.  Singleton,  sales  manager  of  As- 
sociated Screen  News,  was  a recent  visitor 
to  Toronto  on  business  for  the  firm  . . . 
Cameraman  Ross  Beesley  had  the  Asso- 
ciated Screen  News  sound  truck  at  Otta- 
wa to  cover  first  presentation  in  Canada 
of  wings  awarded  to  Australian  airmen  in 
training  in  Canada.  This  subject  is  yet 
another  of  the  items  in  the  newsreel  which 
tell  the  story  of  Canada  at  war  . . . Phases 
of  Canada’s  war  effort  were  again  fea- 
tured in  the  newsreel  coverage  of  the  past 
week  by  Cameraman  Roy  Tash.  The  ASN 
newsreel  reporter  covered  military  maneu- 
vers at  Camp  Borden,  Ont.,  training  cen- 
ter, and  “somewhere  in  Canada”  covered 
the  manufacture  of  anti-aircraft  gims. 

So  far,  Montreal  theatre  managers  are 
not  concerning  themselves  with  taking  out 
air  raid  insurance,  although  they  have 
read  with  a sense  of  shock  of  the  de- 
struction of  many  British  cinemas  by 
enemy  bombs,  and  the  deaths  of  scores 
of  occupaiits.  On  the  Atlantic  coast  there 
is  a feeling  that  bombing  of  seaports  such 
as  Halifax  and  Saint  John  is  not  outside 
of  possibilities  next  year,  and  it  is  reported 
from  the  latter  city  that  exhibitors  are 
seeking  insurance  against  damage  by  air 
raids  or  attacks  by  enemy  warships.  Pres- 
ence of  a surface  raider  in  the  Atlantic, 
and  the  sinking  of  vessels  in  an  eastbound 
convoy,  have  caused  uneasiness  among 
some  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  exhibi- 
tors, according  to  information  reaching 
here  . . . Lieut.  John  Farrow,  former  Hol- 
lywood director  who  holds  the  post  of 
comptroller  of  Naval  Information  in  Can- 
ada, has  left  Ottawa  to  undergo  a period 
of  training  in  a naval  station  on  the  At- 
lantic coast. 

Michael  J.  O’Brien,  outstanding  Cana- 
dian industrialist  who  passed  away  recent- 
ly at  the  age  of  89  at  his  home  in  Ren- 
frew, Ont.,  was  owner  of  a chain  of  thea- 
tres known  as  the  Ottawa  Valley  Amuse- 
ment Co.  He  first  built  the  O’Brien  The- 
atre in  Renfrew  in  1909,  and  later  con- 
structed other  cinemas  in  Pembroke,  Arn- 
prior  and  Almonte,  which  were  merged  in 
the  circuit.  A friendly  commentator  on 
his  death  said;  “His  purpose  in  building 


theatres  could  hardly  have  been  the  mak- 
ing of  profits,  although  he  expected  all 
his  enterprises  to  pay  their  way  in  self- 
respecting  fashion.  Rather,  it  must  have 
been  a desire  to  bring  something  of  color 
and  entertainment  into  the  lives  of  the 
people  amongst  whom  he  lived.” 

Albert  Duclos  is  considering  erection  of 
a motion  picture  theatre  in  the  town  of 
Longueuil  on  the  south  shore  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  opposite  the  east  end  of  Mon- 
treal. Various  sites  have  been  inspected 
and  plans  drawn  with  the  object  of  mak- 
ing a start  before  the  year  ends  . . . “How 
to  Make  Your  Sales  Story  Sell,”  a film 
produced  for  the  Thomas  A.  Edison  of 
Canada,  Ltd.,  was  exhibited  recently  to 
the  Canadian  Progress  Club  in  Montreal. 
Archie  Jarvis  was  commentator. 

Produced  in  French  especially  for 
French-Canadian  showings,  “Un  du  Vingt 
Deuxieme”  <One  of  the  22nd)  is  a short 
just  completed  by  Associated  Screen  News, 
shown  for  the  first  time  at  the  St.  Denis. 
It  is  a dramatized  story  of  life  in  the 
famous  Quebec  regiment,  the  Royal  22nd, 
of  which  French-Canadians  are  inordi- 
nately proud.  In  the  history  of  the  Great 
War,  the  22nd  are  known  as  “the  heroes 
of  Courcelette.”  Gerald  F.  Noxon  directed 
the  taking  of  the  picture  for  the  National 
Film  Board.  Associated  Screen  News  cam- 
eraman, Lucien  Roy,  a French-Canadian, 
handled  camera  work,  and  Dick  Harrison 
was  sound  technician  for  the  production. 

Motion  picture  projectors  have  been  set 
up  m the  recreational  buildings  of  all 
eight  training  centers  in  Military  District 
No.  4 Montreal) , it  is  announced  by  Auxil- 
iary Services.  The  four  national  organi- 
zations responsible  for  the  innovation  are 
the  Canadian  Legion,  the  Salvation  Army, 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Ass’n. 


THE  YORK,  formerly  the  Empress,  op- 
ened in  Victoria  November  28  under 
the  management  of  L.  A.  Allen,  who  is 
said  to  have  interested  eastern  capital  in 
the  enterprise. 

Famous  Players  have  plans  under  way 
for  another  Victoria  house  to  be  built  on 
Yates  Street,  which,  it  is  said,  will  have  a 
capacity  of  at  least  1,000. 

Gordon  Lightstone,  Regal  Films  general 
sales  manager,  is  spending  a few  days  in 
Vancouver  in  the  course  of  a trip  cover- 
ing the  western  territory.  Under  the 
guidance  of  Charles  Ramage,  district  man- 
ager, he  is  visiting  local  theatres  and 
offices.  Lightstone  reports  business  good. 

Andy  Digney,  Oak,  has  gathered  a team 
of  table  tennis  players  in  the  Burnaby  dis- 
trict and  is  bringing  them  over  to  Van- 
couver to  try  conclusions  with  Filmrow 
boys.  Andy  is  a wiley  competitor  and  the 
boys  are  wondering  what  they  will  be  up 
against. 

There  are  no  developments  in  connec- 
tion with  that  projected  theatre  on  Cam- 
bie  Street  and  the  film  industry  is  still 
wondering  if  it  is  merely  a speculative 
feeler. 


Assign  Casey  Robinson 
Hollywood — Warner  has  assigned  Casey 
Robinson  to  script  “King’s  Row.” 


Higher  Taxation  Reduces 
Companies'  Net  Incomes 


Toronto — Slightly  higher  net  operating 
profits  were  shown  by  Marcus  Loew’s  The- 
atres, Ltd.,  Toronto,  for  the  year  ending 
August  28  in  the  operation  of  Loew’s 
Yonge  Street  Theatre  and  rental  of  the 
Uptown  to  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  but  net  income  was  reduced  by 
higher  taxation  compared  with  that  of  the 
previous  year.  Dividend  arrears  of  14  per 
cent  were  paid  during  the  period  against 
similar  payments  of  29%  per  cent  in  the 
preceding  year  and  the  company  declared 
a further  dividend  of  31/2  per  cent  on  the 
preferred  shares  to  be  paid  December  21 
next,  thus  covering  all  obligations  on  these 
shares  up  to  Dec.  31,  1939. 

While  net  operating  profit  totaled  $208,- 
637  for  the  past  fiscal  year,  income  and 
excess  profits  taxes  were  listed  at  $50,843 
and  reduced  net  to  $94,508,  compared  with 
$121,007  at  the  end  of  the  1939  period. 
Taxation  for  the  preceding  year  totaled 
$25,997.  A credit  balance  of  $751,595  was 
carried  forward.  Current  assets  were  list- 
ed at  $456,932  and  liabilities  at  $58,364, 
leaving  a working  capital  at  $398,568,  com- 
pared with  $343,793  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  12  months. 

Largely  the  same  situation  was  indi- 
cated in  the  annual  report  of  Loew’s  Lon- 
don Theatres,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  operating 
Loew’s  at  London,  Ont.  Net  operating 
profit  stood  at  $28,872,  compared  with  $22.- 
464  one  year  before  but  income  and  ex- 
cess profits  taxes  were  $5,208  against  $2,- 
407  in  1939,  reducing  net  profit  to  $7,707 
compared  with  $11,815  for  1938-39.  Total 
revenue  for  the  London  house  was  $159,- 
186,  compared  with  $148,266  in  the  pre- 
ceding 12  months,  but  the  net  profit  was 
more  than  $4,000  lower.  One  dividend  of 
3y2  per  cent  was  paid  for  the  six  months 
ending  June  30,  1935.  A balance  of  $9,339 
was  carried  forward. 


Pioneers  of  Dominion 
Again  Elect  Hague 

Toronto — The  complete  board  of  offi- 
cers of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers  for 
the  coming  year  has  been  announced  as 
follows: 

President,  Clair  Hague  (re-elected); 
vice-president,  Harry  Alexander;  secre- 
tary-treasurer, James  P.  O’Loghlin,  gen- 
eral manager  of  20th  Century-Fox  Corp. 
of  Canada;  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  director  of 
public  relations. 

Entertainment  committee — Syd  Taube, 
chairman;  Jack  Arthur,  Ben  Cronk  and 
Tom  Daley;  publicity  committee — Tom 
Daley,  chairman;  Syd  Taube,  A.  J.  Laurie 
and  L.  M.  Devaney;  membership  commit- 
tee— Louis  Rosenfeld,  chairman;  Walter 
Kennedy,  L.  M.  Devaney  and  Clair  Hague; 
general  committee — O.  R.  Hanson,  chair- 
man; N.  L.  Nathanson,  H.  M.  Masters, 
Ben  Cronk,  J.  P.  O’Loghlin,  Ed  English 
of  Montreal;  S.  Rost  of  Winnipeg,  W.  S. 
Jones  of  Vancouver  and  A.  J.  Mason  of 
Springhill,  N.  S. 

The  principal  changes  are  the  appoint- 
ment as  vice-president  of  Alexander,  own- 
er of  the  Toronto  Lansdowne  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Independent  Theatres  Ass’n  of 
Ontario,  and  the  election  of  O’Loghlin  as 
secretary  in  succession  to  Ray  Lewis. 


Griffin  to  Fairley 

Toronto — Gordon  D.  Fairley  of  Toronto 
has  leased  the  Griffin  in  Chatham,  Ont., 
and  work  has  started  on  the  rebuilding 
of  the  house  at  a cost  of  $40,000.  When 
alterations  are  completed,  the  theatre  will 
have  a capacity  of  800  seats  and  it  will 
be  called  the  Imperial. 
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Consider  Action  Against 
Trans-Radio  News  Service 


Toronto — N.  L.  Nathanson,  president  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  recently 
reappointed  for  a term  of  three  years  to 
the  board  of  governors  of  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corp.,  attended  the  meeting 
of  the  board  in  Ottawa  when  the  annual 
reports  were  submitted.  The  decision  was 
reached  to  refer  to  a special  committee 
the  question  of  dealing  with  the  Trans- 
Radio  News  Service  which,  according  to  a 
report  of  the  Dies  Congressional  Commit- 
tee in  Washington,  is  said  to  be  spon- 
sored by  Nazi  interests.  The  service  has 
been  used  in  Canada  by  40  stations  which 
are  operated  independently  of  the  CBC 
system.  Announcement  was  made  that  ar- 
rangements have  been  made  for  the  inau- 
guration of  an  exclusive  newscast  service 
to  be  prepared  by  the  CBC  staff  starting 
January  1 which  will  be  available  to  pri- 
vate stations. 

The  CBC  presented  29,889  different 
broadcasts  during  the  year  for  a total 
time  of  10,473  hours,  compared  with  18,- 
810  broadcasts  occupying  7,020  hours  dur- 
ing the  1938-39  year. 


Dahn  General  Manager 
Of  New  Booking  Unit 

Toronto — Harry  S.  Dahn,  former  thea- 
tre executive  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  and  Hanson  Theatres  Corp.,  offi- 
cially was  installed  as  general  manager 
of  the  newly  organized  Consolidated  The- 
atres Ass’n  here.  The  enterprise  has  been 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  booking  films, 
operating  and  acquiring  theatres  and  oth- 
erwise conducting  a general  theatre  busi- 
ness. 

As  a start  the  combined  advertising  of 
seven  Toronto  independent  theatres  ap- 
peared in  the  local  newspapers,  these  be- 
ing the  Bloordale,  Centre,  Colony,  Fox, 
Metro,  Paradise  and  Paramount  theatres. 
Those  associated  with  the  new  group  in- 
clude J.  B.  Goldhar,  G.  Solway,  P.  Sand- 
ler, M.  J.  Weiss,  H.  Kay,  H.  Romberg, 
Morris  Becker  and  N.  Rittenberg.  The  as- 
sociation will  expand  to  other  cities  in 
Ontario  after  organization  in  Toronto 
is  completed. 


pOR  some  inexplicable  reason,  business 
at  first  run  houses  still  continues  in  the 
doldrums.  Reports  from  the  Capitol,  Met- 
ropolitan and  Lyceum  indicate  that  cur- 
rent showings  are  disappointing  in  their 
returns,  while  those  films  being  shown 
have  done  very  well  at  eastern  points  in 
Canada.  Nobody  seems  to  have  an  ex- 
planation for  this  development.  Show- 
men, having  done  all  they  could  to  sell 
their  product,  are  simply  keeping  their 
fingers  crossed  and  hoping  the  slump 
will  soon  be  broken. 

A very  unexpected  and  pleasant  break 
was  the  one  Eddie  Newman  received  when 
Director  George  Black  and  a March  of 
Time  unit  of  cameramen  arrived  here  to 
film  sequences  just  when  Newman  broke 
the  opening  date  of  his  current  feature, 
“The  Ramparts  We  Watch.”  Local  news- 
papers gave  much  space  to  the  arrival  of 
the  March  of  Time  unit  and  inevitably 
tied  their  visit  in  with  references  to  New- 
man’s film.  In  this  way  Eddie  got  reams 
of  free  publicity  which  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  buy. 

British  films  are  back  in  the  news  with 
Harold  Gray  playing  the  comedy  hit,  “It’s 


TIMMIE  LYNCH,  manager  of  the  Runny- 
^ mede,  Toronto,  stands  out  this  week  as 
the  leading  prize  winner  in  eastern  Can- 
ada of  the  “story  suggestion”  contest  for 
employes  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  Lynch  won  a cash  award  of  $50  for 
his  screen  plot,  but  what  it  is  remains  a 
mystery.  Even  Jimmie  isn’t  telling.  The 
All-Canadian  winner  was  S.  Norman,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Broadway,  Van- 
couver. Other  theatre  managers  listed 
among  the  prize  winners  include  James 
McDonough  of  Grand,  Galt;  W.  H.  Smith, 
Tivoli,  Kingston;  George  Forhan  of  the 
Belle,  Belleville,  and  Ernie  Fetch  of  Bran- 
don. 

Preparations  for  Christmas  include  the 
personal  appearance  of  Sabu,  the  “Ele- 
phant Boy,”  at  the  Toronto  Uptown  and 
at  the  Elgin,  Ottawa,  for  the  opening  per- 
formances of  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad,”  his 
engagement  at  the  Elgin  being  dated  De- 
cember 23.  Walter  Pidgeon  is  expected  for 
the  Toronto  premiere  of  “Flight  Com- 
mand” December  17  and  he  will  get  a 
particularly  warm  welcome,  it  is  expected, 
because  he  is  a Canadian.  Gloria  Jean  is 
also  coming,  by  permission  of  Universal, 
to  be  featured  in  connection  with  the 
Santa  Claus  Fund  with  appearances  at 
the  Eaton  Auditorium. 

Fred  Muhlig,  secretary  of  the  Ottawa 
Federation  of  Musicians  for  the  past  17 
years,  has  been  re-elected  to  the  post  for 
the  18th  year,  Harry  Gossage  being  named 
president  of  the  Local,  which  is  affiliated 
with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Other  officers  include  Donald  Lynn,  V. 
Snowden,  Albert  Mittlestadt,  Charles  Wim- 
peris  and  D.  Keetbaas  . . . Lieut.  John  F. 
Farrow,  press  agent  of  the  Royal  Cana- 
dian Navy  and  former  Hollywood  direc- 
tor, has  gone  to  sea  for  a month’s  ex- 
perience on  a warship,  according  to  offi- 
cial announcement  of  Canada’s  war  de- 
partment, Mrs.  Farrow  (nee  Maureen 
O’Sullivan)  is  once  more  engaged  in  pic- 
ture work  in  Hollywood  after  a summer’s 
visit  with  her  husband. 

Max  Starkman,  proprietor  of  the  Allen- 
by,  LaSalle  and  his  recently  acquired 


in  the  Air”  at  the  Tivoli,  and  Garnet 
Wright  showing  a solid  British  bill  com- 
posed of  “Sixty  Glorious  Years”  and  the 
Harry  Lauder  picture,  “Song  of  the  Road.” 

Harold  Bishop  tied  in  his  showing  of 
the  short,  “Eyes  of  the  Navy,”  with  the 
local  RCAF.  Bishop  also  did  some  advance 
work  in  connection  with  his  playing  next 
week  of  “Escape”  by  staging  a pretty 
smart  stunt.  This  was  in  the  form  of 
printed  cards  handed  to  patrons  by  the 
ushers.  The  cards  read:  “We  hope  you 
like  your  seat  . . . and  trust  we’ll  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  for  our  next  attrac- 
tion, ‘Escape.’  ” 

After  a two-week  run,  the  Garrick  has 
replaced  “The  Great  Dictator”  with  “The 
Long  Voyage  Home”  . . . George  Black  and 
his  March  of  Time  unit  will  be  here  some 
time  taking  shots  of  the  grain  exchange 
in  action,  railway  yards  and  various  points 
of  interest  in  connection  with  a new  film 
the  company  is  making. 

Among  theatre  people  seen  passing 
through  the  revolving  doors  at  Childs  to 
join  the  Saturday  night  crush  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Davis  and  Jack  Kurk. 


Hudson,  all  in  Toronto,  has  appointed 
Harry  Wagman  as  manager  of  the  Hud- 
son. After  interior  reconstruction,  one 
of  the  first  policy  moves  at  the  Hudson 
was  to  introduce  china  giveaways  in  the 
Mount  Pleasant  District  . . . Harry  Lester, 
through  benefit  shows  at  the  Bonita  and 
other  cooperative  undertakings,  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Gerrard  Business  Men’s  Ass’n, 
have  raised  sufficient  funds  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a second  ambulance  for  the  Cana- 
dian Army.  The  presentation  of  the  sec- 
ond ambulance  was  newsreeled  at  the  per- 
sonal expense  of  Lester  who  had  first  run 
of  the  shots  at  his  theatre. 

John  Grierson,  national  film  commis- 
sioner, is  returning  to  the  microphone  to 
act  as  a guest  in  a forum  discussion  pro- 
gram of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp. 
Grierson,  formerly  of  London,  England, 
was  featured  on  the  Canadian  network 
some  months  ago  when  he  outlined  the 
war  film  program  of  the  Dominion  gov- 
ernment . . . The  Scarboro  in  Toronto’s 
east  end  sponsored  a benefit  show  under 
the  auspices  of  Kingston  Road  Business 
Men’s  Ass’n  which  resulted  in  the  raising 
of  $200  for  the  Toronto  Telegram  fund 
for  bombing  victims  in  England. 

Syd  Schmidt,  proprietor  of  the  Stanley 
at  Stouffville,  near  Toronto,  celebrated 
the  nth  anniversary  of  his  operation  of 
the  house.  When  he  bought  it  late  in  1923, 
it  was  knowii  as  the  Auditorium  and  was 
located  on  the  second  floor  of  the  build- 
ing. Nine  years  later  he  moved  the  thea- 
tre downstairs  . . . Aircraftsman  R.  Rath- 
bone,  son  of  Basil  Rathbone,  Hollywood 
screen  “heavy,”  was  one  of  the  squad  from 
Toronto  barracks  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Air  Force  who  were  dinner  guests  of  the 
Downtown  Kiwanis  Club.  All  50  of  the 
airmen-guests  formerly  resided  in  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

On  a tour  of  Toronto  exchanges,  Abe 
Rappaport,  owner  of  the  Hollywood  in 
Campbellford,  nicked  everyone  in  sight 
for  an  auction  to  raise  money  for  the 
patriotic  fund.  No  one  seemed  to  know 
what  the  prize  would  be,  but  Abe  proved 
a good  canvasser  . . . Simon  Meretsky, 
in  from  Windsor,  announces  that  a Sim- 
day  concert  had  been  held  in  the  Capitol 
there  for  the  Christmas  fund  of  two  Wind- 
sor units  . . . Maryan  Nolan,  manager  of 
the  Nola  and  Rexy,  Ottawa,  and  her 
brother,  Lornie,  made  the  trip  to  Toronto 
on  business  and  also  to  see  the  football 
final  in  which  the  Ottawa  Rough  Riders 
proved  the  winner. 

Jack  Nelson,  veteran  manager  of  the 
Capitol,  North  Bay,  made  a hurried  trip 
to  Toronto  because  of  the  death  of  his 
mother  . . . John  Allen,  owner  of  the 
Tivoli,  Thorold,  Ont.,  has  sustained  the 
loss  of  his  only  child,  his  daughter  Fran- 
ces, through  death. 

Gary  Hogarth,  owner  of  the  Roxy, 
Kingsville,  went  north  for  hunting  and 
succeeded  in  securing  a handsome  buck 
deer  . . . Tom  Moorehead,  owner  of  the 
Capitol,  Brampton,  also  enjoyed  a hunt- 
ing holiday  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Ham- 
bleton,  owners  of  four  theatres  in  west- 
ern Ontario,  made  the  rounds  of  Toronto’s 
Filmrow  during  a blizzard. 

J.  O.  Scott,  owner  of  the  Weston  at 
Weston,  Ont.,  has  been  re-elected  to  the 
town  council  for  1941  . . . Mrs.  Jane  Ed- 
monds braved  the  weather  for  a trip  to 
Toronto  to  line  up  bookings  for  her  Kent, 
Lindsay. 
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VICTORIA 


Londoner  Named  Aide  to 
Commissioner  Grierson 


'"[■HE  GREAT  DICTATOR”  had  its  local 
premiere  at  the  York  November  29  . . . 
The  Royal  Canadian  Navy  put  on  a con- 
cert at  the  Royal.  All  talent  was  drawn 
from  the  Navy  personnel.  The  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Co.  broadcast  the  concert 
. . . Manager  Cliff  Denham  of  the  Do- 
minion is  back  at  the  theatre  again  after 
his  recent  influenza  attack. 

I7i  cooperation  with  the  toy  department 
of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Co.  the  Capitol  put 
on  a stage  presentation  November  30  . . . 
The  Seattle  Symphony  Orchestra,  under 
the  direction  of  Nikolai  Sokoloff,  was  at 
the  Royal  Victoria  November  29  . . . Stu- 
dent privilege  cards  are  being  issued  to 
high  school  students  in  Victoria  and  ad- 
joining mwiicipalities.  These  cards  en- 
title the  holder  to  admission  at  reduced 
rates  to  the  three  Famous  Players  thea- 
tres here. 

“Beautiful  British  Columbia,”  a trav- 
elogue in  sound  and  color  portraying  the 
natural  grandeur  and  myriad  attractions 
of  this  province,  was  previewed  at  the 
Capitol.  Provincial  and  city  officials  and 
representatives  of  the  transportation  com- 
panies attended  at  the  invitation  of  E. 
G.  Rowebottom,  deputy  minister  of  trade 
and  industry.  Produced  for  the  British 
Columbia  government  travel  bureau,  the 
film  will  be  released  around  December  20 
by  Columbia. 

Quentin  Reynolds  of  Collier’s  London 
staff,  who  so  feelingly  voiced  the  news 
film,  “London  Can  Take  It,”  showing  here 
this  week,  was  awakened  while  trying  to 
get  some  sleep  in  his  London  flat  before 
the  Nazi  bombers  came  over.  He  was  roused 
by  a messenger  with  a letter  from  Prime 
Minister  Winston  Churchill  complimenting 
him  for  his  excellent  commentary  in  the 
film. 


Ottawa — Announcement  is  made  of  the 
appointment  of  J.  D.  Davidson  of  London, 
England,  as  assistant  to  John  Grierson  of 
London,  Dominion  film  commissioner  of 
the  national  film  board,  Ottawa,  the  po- 
sition having  been  newly  created. 

Until  comparatively  recently,  Davidson 
had  been  engaged  in  the  making  of  pic- 
tures for  the  film  unit  of  the  British 
Post  Office  with  which  Grierson  had  also 
been  identified  before  turning  his  atten- 
tion to  the  Canadian  production  field.  For 
five  years  prior  to  1935  Davidson  was 
employed  by  the  film  section  of  the  Em- 
pire Marketing  Board  where  he  was  also 
associated  with  Grierson.  Davidson  is  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  the  making  of  topical 
and  commercial  pictures  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  He  is  reported  to  be  on  his 
way  to  the  Dominion  to  take  over  his  new 
duties. 


Toronto's  Film  Society 
Slates  Six  Showings 

Toronto  — Although  foreign-language 
films  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence  in 
Canada  because  of  war  conditions,  Toronto 
branch  of  the  national  film  society  has 
launched  another  season  with  a sched- 
ule of  six  performances  during  the 
winter  at  the  Art  Gallery  Theatre.  Dur- 
ing five  years,  the  local  society  has  pre- 
sented approximately  100  films,  the  ma- 
jority of  which  had  been  produced  in 
Europe  or  the  Orient. 

The  policy  for  the  1940-41  season  pro- 
vides for  the  showing  of  at  least  one 
Canadian-made  film  on  each  program. 
The  feature  of  the  first  bill  was  “Chico,” 
depicting  the  life  of  a boy  in  Mexico 
while  one  of  the  shorts  was  “The  Bright 
Path,”  which  had  recently  been  produced 
by  Associated  Screen  News  for  the  On- 
tario Hydro-Electric  Commission. 


gECAUSE  he  has  to  spend  so  much  time 
in  Winnipeg  on  business.  Jack  Zait- 
zow,  who  has  managed  the  Princess,  Mel- 
ville, for  the  past  13  years,  has  moved  to 
that  city  with  his  wife  and  family  and 
has  turned  the  managership  of  the  the- 
atre over  to  Fred  Gray,  projectionist. 
Zaitzow  will  handle  bookings  for  the  thea- 
tre. 

Charles  Stanfield,  usher,  and  Joe  Schac- 
ter,  doorman  at  the  Roxy,  Regina,  have 
enrolled  in  the  Navy  and  are  awaiting  call. 
George  Sinclair,  operator,  is  already  with 
the  Navy. 


M,  /.  O'Brien  Dies  at 
His  Home  in  Renirew 

Ottawa — Rated  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  in  Canada  with  assets  running  into 
the  millions,  Hon.  M.  J.  O’Brien,  former 
member  of  the  Senate,  died  at  his  home 
in  Renfrew,  Ont.,  in  his  89th  year  after 
an  illness  of  two  years.  Among  his  many 
enterprises  was  a chain  of  theatres  which 
are  operated  under  the  name  of  the  Ot- 
tawa Valley  Amusement  Co.,  the  head  of 
which  for  many  years  was  his  son-in-law, 
the  late  J.  L.  Murray,  who  took  an  active 
part  in  exhibitor  movements  until  his 
death  several  years  ago. 

O’Brien  was  the  president  of  a gold 
mine  and  other  mining  properties,  pioneer 
railway  builder,  lumberman,  munitions 
manufacturer  and  the  head  of  various 
other  industries  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States.  He  sponsored  one  of  the  Dominion’s 
flashiest  hockey  teams  known  as  the  Ren- 
frew Millionaires.  Among  his  numerous 
enterprises  he  built  and  operated  four 
O’Brien  theatres  which  are  located  at 
Renfrew,  Pembroke,  Arnprio  and  Almonte. 
These  will  probably  continue  operation 
under  the  direction  of  his  sons. 


Remodeled  Pantages  Is 
Opened  as  Film  House 

Victoria — The  former  Pantages,  vaude- 
ville theatre,  has  been  wired  for  sound 
and  opened  to  the  public  as  the  York 
Theatre. 

The  front  of  the  building  was  remodeled 
and  there  were  a few  changes  inside.  Seats 
remained  the  same.  The  900-seat  theatre 
is  constructed  so  there  is  an  unobstructed 
view  from  every  seat.  Both  vaudeville  and 
pictures  will  be  shown.  Chaplin’s  “Dic- 
tator” was  booked  for  the  opening  night. 


BOXOFFICE  is  one  of  my  favo- 
rite publications,  and  I look  for- 
ward to  each  issue,  particularly 
The  Modem  Theatre,  which  is 
always  kept  on  file  for  quick 
reference." 

—ROBERT  E.  BRYANT, 
Capitol  Theatre, 

Rock  Hill,  N.  C. 


Thornton  Wilder  Working 
On  Play  in  Quebec  City 

Montreal — Thornton  Wilder,  famous 
novelist  and  playwright,  has  been  work- 
ing for  seven  weeks  in  Quebec  City  on  a 
still  unfinished  play.  He  paused  in  Mon- 
treal en  route  to  Chicago  where  he  will 
lecture  at  the  university. 

0 

: Behind  a Newsreel  : 


VI-  - ■ - 

Montreal — “First-run  theatres  showed 
last  week  a very  brief  ‘news’  item  on 
Canada’s  ‘war  guests.’  It  comes  on  for  a 
moment  then  cuts  into  something  else,” 
comments  The  Financial  Post.  “There  is 
a sad  human  interest  story  behind  this 
newsreel. 

“'The  picture  was  to  have  been  the  Cana- 
dian end  of  an  epic  documentary  film  of 
the  child  evacuee  movement.  The  British 
shots  were  being  supervised  and  filmed  by 
the  sister  of  John  Grierson,  Canada’s  bril- 
liant National  Film  Commissioner. 

“But  tragedy  intervened. 

“Miss  Grierson  went  down  on  the  City 
of  Benares  and  Canada  lost  a film  which 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  of  great  his- 
toric importance. 

“Perhaps  Mr.  Grierson  may  be  per- 
suaded to  try  again.” 


Retitled  Film  Earning 
Holdovers  in  Toronto 

Toronto — The  change  in  the  title  of  the 
feature,  “Gestapo,”  to  “Night  Train  to 
Munich,”  for  distribution  in  Canada  by 
Regal  Films,  Ltd.,  has  apparently  been  all 
to  the  merry  from  the  boxoffice  view- 
point. 

The  success  of  the  Canadian  premiere 
at  the  Toronto  Eglinton,  where  it  has  al- 
ready played  four  weeks  to  capacity  crowds 
each  night,  indicates  that  the  public  pre- 
fers its  propaganda  in  sugar-coated  form. 
Local  opinion  was  that  “Gestapo”  was 
something  ugly  and  forbidding  and  that 
“Night  Train  to  Munich”  might  have  popu- 
lar appeal.  The  inspiration  was  correct. 

“North  West  Mounted  Police”  has  con- 
cluded its  fifth  week  at  the  Toronto  Up- 
town and  may  also  continue  for  some 
time. 


Teamed  on  Warner  Story 

Hollywood — “The  Man  They  Couldn’t 
Kill,”  story  by  Sidney  Biddell  and  Frede- 
rick Frank,  has  been  purchased  by  Warner. 


Metro  Story  Buy 

Hollywood — “Gilded  Lady,”  story  by 
Robert  Andrews  and  Barry  Trivers,  has 
been  purchased  by  M-G-M.  Fred  Kohlmar 
will  produce. 


118 


BOXOFFICE  ;;  December  7,  1940 


P R AC  T I C A L I D E AS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Lets  Headlines  Bark — 

This  was  Robert  Dougherty’s  display 
for  the  March  of  Time’s  “On  Foreign 
Newsfronts.”  The  display  was  arranged 
on  two  doors  of  the  Rockefeller  Cen- 
ter Newsreel  Theatre,  and  is  approxi- 
mately seven  feet  high  by  six  feet  wide. 
The  array  of  frontpage  newspaper 
headlines  attracted  lobby  shoppers  two 
weeks  in  advance  of  playdate. 

"Howards  of  Virginia" 
Booking  a Civic  Event 

Winchester,  Ind. — Springboarding  from 
the  fact  he  had  “Howards  of  Virginia” 
booked  for  Sunday  and  Monday,  Novem- 
ber 10-11,  the  latter  day  Armistice  Day, 
enabled  Fred  C.  Doughty  of  Theatrical 
Managers,  Inc.,  operators  of  the  Lyric  and 
Cozy,  to  make  it  into  a civic  event,  with 
attendant  profit  at  the  boxoffice  and  in 
the  community  goodwill  bank. 

Through  a tieup  with  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  Doughty  ar- 
ranged patriotic  programs  in  conjunction 
with  special  showings  Monday  morning 
and  afternoon  for  school  groups  from  the 
city  and  county  as  well. 

Besides  the  screen  presentation,  the  pro- 
gram included  a speaker,  introduced  by 
the  mayor;  group  singing  of  patriotic 
songs;  and  numbers  by  the  local  high 
school  band. 

A special  price  was  made  to  the  students 
who  came  in  groups,  and  for  the  DAR 
members,  one-third  of  the  gross  at  the 
special  shows  and  their  night  was  donated 
them.  Some  1,500  students  were  patrons 
at  a 9 a.  m.  show;  one  at  11:30  a.  m.,  and 
one  at  2 p.  m. 

Newspaper  coverage  was  good,  including 
special  art  and  stories. 


Use  Fashion  Layout 

New  York — A layout  on  Fashion  Sign 
Posts  was  able  to  garner  space  on  the 
woman’s  page  of  newspapers  for  “Es- 
cape,” “Bitter  Sweet”  and  “Comrade  X.” 
Three  two-column  pictures  were  put  in 
the  Atlanta  Journal  by  Eddie  Pentecost. 


(! 

: Bagging  "Sinners"  ; 

--  V 

Utica,  N.  Y. — A batch  of  paper  sacks 
were  imprinted  in  seven  distinct  ways  for 
“Seven  Sinners”  preceding  its  run  at  Ar- 
nold Stoltz’s  Avon.  The  paper  sacks  were 
imprinted  by  a cooperating  drug  store, 
whose  ad  at  the  bottom  informed  custo- 
mers that  a collection  of  all  seven  of  the 
sacks,  turned  in  at  the  drug  store,  would 
bring  a free  prize. 

The  upper  part  of  the  sack  was  given 
over  to  a cut  from  the  picture,  playdate 
copy,  and  the  copy  that  made  each  set  of 
seven  sacks  unique. 

This  copy  was  as  follows:  On  the  first 
bag — “Sinner  No.  1 Eve  , . . started  it  all 
off  with  an  apple  and  it  was  a pippin!”  A 
small  cut  of  Eve  occupied  a corner  of  the 
bag. 

Another  sack;  “Sinner  No.  2.  Lucrezia 
Borgia  . . . claims  fame  because  the  micky 
firm  bears  her  name!”  An  appropriate  cut 
of  a medieval  couple  dressed  up  this  con- 
tainer. 

Subsequent  sacks;  “Sinner  No.  3.  Helen 
of  Troy  . . . Loved  her  husband  that  win- 
ter ..  . but  it  was  Paris  in  the  spring!” 

“Sinner  No.  4.  Madam  Du  Barry  . . . 
was  a dressmaker  and  how  she  could  so 
and  so!” 

“Sinner  No.  5.  Marie  Antoinette.  The 
will  of  Louis  XVI  she  could  bend,  but  she 
lost  her  head  in  the  end!” 

“Sinner  No.  6.  Nero.  Fiddled  while  Rome 
burned.  Wasn’t  that  a Duce  of  a thing  to 
do!” 

“Sinner  No.  7.  Hitler.  Heiled  while  War- 
saw him  start  a blitzkrieg!” 

Appropriate  small  cuts  adorned  each  of 
the  sentence  biographies  of  “sinners”  and 
the  catchline  that  followed  each  was,  “But 
you  ain’t  seen  nothin’  till  you  see  Marlene 
Dietrich  in  ‘Seven  Sinners’.” 

r?  • -■  

A Functional 
Xmas  Tree 

Slater,  Mo. — A stunt  that  was  used 
earlier  in  the  season  by  Harold  Sachse, 
manager  of  the  Kiva,  is  equally  adapt- 
able now  for  plugging  your  forthcom- 
ing product. 

Essence  of  the  display  is  to  label  a 
number  of  gaily  wrapped  boxes  with  the 
titles  of  the  various  pictures  you  will  play, 
and  group  these  boxes  about  a Christ- 
mas tree  in  your  lobby. 

Sachse's  display  consisted  of  a black 
curtain  for  background,  across  the  top  of 
which  was  hung  silver  Xmas  bells.  Be- 
fore the  curtain  stood  a seven-foot  tree, 
decorated  with  lights  and  trimmings. 
Boxes  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  and  tags  on 
the  tree  informed  of  coming  pictures. 

A sign  at  one  side  read:  "We  can't 
wait  until  Christmas  to  bring  you  these 
surprise  hits." 


A novelty  sketch  of  the  history  of 
Pathe  News,  this  month  celebrating 
its  30th  anniversary , proved  a crowd- 
stopper  for  the  Embassy  Newsreel 
Theatre  in  New  York  City.  The  RKO 
publicity  department  has  provided 
stills  from  Pathe  News’  annals  and 
other  promotional  material  for  show- 
men playing  the  pioneer  subject  of 
screen  journalism. 

Amateur  Reviewers  Vie  in 
"Ramparts"  Campaign 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — Embryo  critics  dis- 
played their  talents  and  were  paid  hand- 
somely for  their  efforts  as  a phase  of  the 
“Ramparts  We  Watch”  campaign  at 
Brooklyn  neighborhood  houses. 

The  contest  award  was  $200  to  the  best 
amateur  reviewers  in  eight  participating 
theatres — $25  in  each  theatre. 

The  rules  were  simple;  See  “The  Ram- 
parts We  Watch”  at  an  RKO  Theatre  and 
write  a review  which  was  attached  to  a 
seat  stub  and  mailed  or  delivered  to  the 
theatre  in  which  the  film  was  seen. 

Three  directors  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity— A1  Sindlinger  of  The  March  of 
Time,  S.  Barret  McCormick  of  RKO  Radio 
Pictures,  and  Harry  Mandel  of  the  RKO 
Theatres  judged  the  entries. 


"Li'l  Abner"  Goes  Over 
Greenville,  N.  C. — With  “Li’l  Abner” 
tied  in  with  Sadie  Hawkins  Day,  the  Pitt 
Theatre  here  rung  up  one  of  its  best  in- 
takes in  recent  months.  Local  newspapers 
gave  over  large  space  to  the  promotion 
worked  out  between  the  Pitt  and  school 
principals. 


Newspaper  Contest 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — Readers  of  the  local 
Times-Star  were  asked  to  name  the  “most 
embarrassing  experience  on  your  honey- 
moon” in  a contest  planted  by  Morris 
Rosenthal  of  the  Majestic,  as  part  of  his 
campaign  for  “Haunted  Honeymoon.” 
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Numbered  Throwaways 
For  "Too  Many  Girls" 

Parsons,  Kas. — Made  up  in  the  style  of 
a legit  theatre  ticket,  with  the  exception 
of  size,  which  was  31/4x5^4  inches,  David 
Dallas,  city  manager  of  three  houses  here, 
printed  up  numbered  throwaways,  that  if 
matched,  brought  free  admissions  to  see 
“Too  Many  Girls,”  at  the  Kansan.  The 
throwaway  was  dressed  with  a single 
column  cut  down  the  center. 

Half  the  throwaways  were  printed  in 
red,  the  other  half  in  black.  The  red 
colored  ones  were  distributed  to  women 
and  girls  and  read;  “Find  the  boy  that 
has  a number  corresponding  to  yours  and 
you  will  be  admitted  free  (plus  tax)  as 
his  guest.  The  black  ink  ones  were  dis- 
tributed to  men,  with  copy  changed  to 
“find  the  girl,  etc.” 

Playdates  were  given  alongside  and  sig 
cut  ran  at  the  bottom.  Parallel  with  the 
numbers  (which  were  at  the  top)  ran  a 

line:  “Make  a date  with  No 

to  see  ‘Too  Many  Girls’.” 


WU  Tie  for  "Too  Many  Girls" 

New  York — A national  tie-in  has  been 
made  with  Western  Union  for  “Too  Many 
Girls”  whereby  5,000  jumbo  telegrams 
have  been  provided  for  theatre  and  WU 
office  displays.  A still  shows  Lucille  Ball 
receiving  a wire. 


Rushing  the  Season 

San  Bernardino,  Calif. — A Santa  Claus, 
placarded  “couldn’t  wait  to  see  ‘Boom 
Town’  ” paraded  San  Bernardino  streets 
for  Tom  Muchmore  of  the  Fox  West  Coast 
Theatre. 


Troy,  N.  Y.  — A money  giveaway  was 
slipping  for  J.  S.  Swartout’s  American 
Theatre  when  he  varied  it  with  a quiz 
night  of  his  own  development,  and  not 
only  bolstered  that  weak  Tuesday  night, 
but  tapped  a bonanza  of  goodwill,  word- 
of-mouth  publicity,  and  repeat  business. 

This  quiz,  which  takes  up  about  30  min- 
utes, is  herewith  described  by  Swartout 
for  the  benefit  of  Selling  Seats  readers; 

“I  use  an  odds  wheel  and  all  patrons  are 
given  numbered  slips.  If  their  number  is 
called  I pay  them  more  than  the  wheel 
calls  for,  providing  they  can  answer  the 
question.  If  they  cannot  answer  the  ques- 
tion I pay  them  what  the  wheel  calls  for, 
and  put  what  they  would  have  received, 
had  they  answered  correctly,  into  a jack- 
pot. 

“I  use  from  12  to  15  questions  at  a 
show.  If  the  running  time  permits,  and 
the  patron  having  the  number  cannot  an- 
swer the  question,  I give  two  or  three  other 
patrons  a chance  at  the  question. 

“In  regards  to  the  jackpot,  every  one  in 
the  audience  has  a chance  to  win  all  or 
half  of  the  jack  pot  if  they  hold  the  right 
number.” 

To  further  make  his  quiz  night  a com- 


Inslitulional  Ads  a 
Forte  for  Selette 


Albany,  N.  Y. — Eddie  Selette,  a great 
believer  in  institutional  advertising,  finds 
it  but  an  extension  of  his  idea,  to  adver- 
tise his  showings  at  the  Albany  in  co- 
operation with  various  merchants  and 
servicers  in  the  town.  Selette’s  heralds 
and  throwaways  invariably  carry  a cost- 
defraying  message  from  some  merchan- 
diser in  addition  to  the  information  as  to 
what’s  available  at  the  Albany. 

As  a standard  matter  Selette  furnishes 
menu  lists  for  a lunchroom,  the  bottom 
part  of  the  menu  devoted  to  listing  at- 
tractions at  the  theatre.  The  upper  rim 
bearing  the  restaurant’s  name,  and  space 
between  left  blank,  for  listing  the  menu. 
These  menus  are  51/2x9^2  inches,  printed 
in  colored  ink  on  white  paper. 

Recent  throwaways,  listing  a week’s  at- 
tractions, have  included  tieups  with  an 
automobile  auction  and  a clothing  store. 
In  both  cases  the  throwaways  were  print- 
ed on  both  sides. 

Laundry  Shirt  Cards 

An  8y2Xl9-inch  handbill  on  colored 
paper  that  Selette  uses  annually  at  the 
holiday  season,  is  made  up  with  a Christ- 
mas border,  lists  coming  productions  for 
several  weeks  ahead,  and  includes  some 
institutional  copy  on  the  merits  of  the 
Albany  Theatre.  This  copy  is  set  up  by 
the  printers  in  the  shape  of  a traditional 
Christmas  tree.  The  reverse  side  of  this, 
too.  carries  some  merchant’s  ad. 

This  special  handbill  also  is  printed  upon 
shirt  cards  for  a laundry  and  distributed 


munity  affair,  Swartout  gives  two  passes 
to  any  patron  who  submits  a question 
which  is  used  on  the  program.  The  name 
of  the  person  sending  in  the  question  is 
announced  from  the  stage  when  the  ques- 
tion is  put. 

In  his  ads,  Swartout  refers  to  himself  as 
“Old  Doc  Question  Mark”  and  in  going 
along  the  aisles  to  ask  his  questions,  the 
patrons  have  come  to  call  him  Doc,  which 
personal  touch  of  course  pays  off  at  the 
boxoffice. 

Several  Do’s  and  Don’ts  that  experience 
has  taught  Swartout,  and  which  he  stresses 
must  be  observed  to  keep  the  quiz  popular: 

(1)  Don’t  be  overbearing  or  act  as  if 
your  mental  powers  were  above  that  of  the 
audience. 

(2)  Tell  your  audience  it’s  all  in  fun 
and  not  to  be  quite  so  serious  about  it. 

(3)  Use  a few  questions  on  each  pro- 
gram that  will  create  a laugh. 

(4)  Don’t  give  the  patrons  the  impres- 
sion you  knew  all  the  answers  as  soon  as 
you  received  the  questions.  If  a patron 
cannot  answer  the  question,  admit  it’s  a 
tough  one,  and  one  that  had  you  equally 
stumped  until  you  took  a look  at  the  an- 
swer. Keep  up  the  personal  touch. 


— ^ 

• 

• 

Kiddie  Fun  Klub 

• 

• 

_ — jj 

Philadelphia — A “Kiddie  Fun  Klub”  is 
bringing  extra  business  to  the  Ogontz 
Theatre.  Worked  up  by  Manager  Sol 
Getzow,  the  club  distributes  membership 
cards  and  badges,  and  has  a session  every 
Saturday  beginning  at  4 p.  m. 

Cash  prizes  for  various  contests  are  dis- 
tributed, games  are  held  on  the  stage  un- 
der the  kids’  own  supervision,  birthday 
greetings  are  given  out,  amateur  talent 
gets  a chance  to  show  its  stuff.  The  neigh- 
borhood newspaper  is  playing  the  thing 
up,  and  women’s  clubs  also  are  boosting 
it. 

A big  lobby  display  directs  the  message 
at  kids  and  parents. 


through  that  channel. 

Providing  book  covers  for  a circulating 
library  gives  Selette  the  opportunity  to 
get  in  those  institutional  plugs.  Cover  and 
back  are  divided  between  the  circulating 
library  and  the  theatre,  but  the  leaves  of 
the  wrapper  that  fold  onto  the  inside  of 
the  book  cover,  bear  respective  institu- 
tional messages. 

Imprints  Book  Covers 

One  goes:  “Here’s  something  about 
movies  to  consider. 

“Any  doctor  will  tell  you  it’s  wise  to 
get  your  mind  off  personal  matters  oc- 
casionally. Thinking  continually  about 
your  own  affairs  is  not  healthful. 

“Mental  diversion  is  necessary  for  mental 
health.  A change  of  thought  is  as  good 
as  a change  of  scene.  Your  mind  needs 
rest  and  relaxation  just  as  your  body 
does. 

“When  you’re  fagged  out — when  you’re 
fidgety — when  your  mind  is  troubled  or 
upset,  you  need  relaxation,  diversion,  en- 
tertainment. 

“The  easiest  way  to  forget  everyday 
affairs  is  to  see  a movie — you’ll  come  away 
buoyant  and  refreshed  in  mind  and  spirit. 
It’ll  do  you  worlds  of  good — ask  Doc. 

“Nothing  ‘lifts  you  out  of  yourself’  like 
a good  movie  show.  It’s  truly  a tonic  for 
the  soul. 

“Attend  the  Albany  regularly.” 

On  the  other  flap; 

“A  little  sermon  on  movies. 

“Happiness  is  just  a state  of  mind.  Many 
a poor  man  is  happy;  many  a rich  man  is 
miserable.  To  be  happy  defy  your  troubles 
and  cares  by  seeing  a movie. 

“Troubles  and  care  simply  can’t  follow 
you  into  a movie  show.  The  entertain- 
ment licks  ’em  every  time. 

“As  a general  gloom-chaser  and  pro- 
moter of  true  happiness,  a good  movie 
show  has  the  world  beaten. 

“A  good  movie  is,  in  fact,  a short  vaca- 
tion from  daily  life  that  refreshes,  re- 
builds and  revitalizes  you. 

“Movies  are  necessities,  just  like  food, 
clothing  and  shelter.  They  satisfy  the  hu- 
man need  for  enjoyment  as  no  entertain- 
ment in  history  has  ever  satisfied  it. 

“To  promote  your  own  happiness,  plan 
for  periodic,  systematic  relaxation,  and 
. . . Attend  the  Albany  regularly.” 


rr  ~ " 

Here's  How  to  Quiz 
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aHer  week 

e f.  r 
the  hits  . 


Selling  the  Theatre 
ItseU — 

Pictured  are  two  institutional  signs 
that  Eddie  Selette,  manager  of  War- 
ner’s  Albany  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  alter- 
nates in  front  of  his  boxoffice.  He 
reports  they  are  effective  in  stopping 
passersby. 


Week  in  Advance — 

David  Dallas’  display  in  the  Kansan 
Theatre  lobby  in  Parsons,  Kas.,  for 
“Moon  Over  Burma.”  On  the  lobby 
board  alongside  the  cutouts  are  fast- 
ened a pair  of  colored  glasses  identi- 
fied as  “Moon  Glasses.”  Caption  be- 
low them  instructs:  “To  be  used  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  seeing,”  etc.  The 
lobby  board  displays  various  covers  of 
magazines  that  have  featured  articles 
on  the  star.  The  card  in  the  lower 
corner,  following  the  title,  says:  “Read 
how  the  following  magazines  acclaim 
her.” 


A Crowd  Stopper — 

In  two  widely  separated  parts  of  the 
country.  Both  J.  S.  Cardwell  of  Old- 
ham’s Theatre  in  Sparta,  Tenn.  (who 
furnished  the  photo),  and  Carmon 
Philips  of  the  Onate  in  Belen,  N.  M. 
(as  reported  by  Alexander  Film’s  The- 
atre Partner) , have  found  this  comical 
looking  cutout,  some  six  feet  tall  and 
clad  in  a pair  of  red,  white  and  blue 
shorts,  a means  of  selling  the  briefer 
product.  The  conversation  balloon  has 
the  man  saymg:  “We’re  proud  of  our 
shorts  today.”  The  card  in  hand  lists 
current  titles.  In  the  lower  picture  is 
Cardwell’s  front  for  “Untamed.” 


>'  «ASTHE'V' 


A First  Time — 


Sensational  business  on  “The  Great 
Dictator”  at  United  Artists  Theatre  in 
San  Francisco  is  reported  by  Charles 
Schlaifer.  The  banner  strung  across 
the  street  is  unique  in  that  it’s  the  first 
time  Market  Street  has  submitted. 
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Columbia 

Lost  Horizon  (Reissue) 

Another  Frank  Capra  masterpiece.  You 
can  always  depend  on  a Frank  Capra  pro- 
duction. This  picture  seemed  to  please 
100  per  cent.  If  you  ask  me,  I think  the 
motion  picture  industry  needs  more  Frank 
Capras.  Business  was  above  par.  If  you 
are  in  the  habit  of  playing  reissues,  I 
suggest  you  play  this  one.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  22-10.  Rural- 
town  patronage.  Population:  650.  Ca- 


ta  alL  Polnti 


HOTEL 

LINCOLN 

44th  to  45th  Sts.  at  8th  Ave. 

OUR  CHOICEST  ROOMS 


1400  ROOMS  each  with 
Bath,  Servidor  and  Radio. 
Four  fine  restaurants  ac- 
claimed for  cuisine. 


MARIA  KRAMER 

PHeSWCNT 

John  L.  Morgan 
Gen.  Mgr. 

HOTEL  EDISON 

SAME  OWNEASHIP 


IN  THE  CENTER  OF 
M I D-TOWN  NEW  YORK 


An  oven  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  BOXOF- 
FicE,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


pacity:  408. — Jack  Story,  Mary  Agnes, 
Jamestown,  Ky. 

21  Days  Together 

Dull.  They  walked  out.  Tuesday. 
Weather:  OK.  Admission:  20-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  850.  Capacity:  384. 
— R.  M.  Enloe,  Wahoo,  Dubach,  La. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

I Love  You  Again 

One  of  the  best  William  Powell-Myrna 
Loy  pictures  in  several  years.  There  are 
plenty  of  laughs,  and  your  audience  will 
go  home  well  pleased  with  the  show.  Had 
a lot  of  favorable  comment  on  this  one. 
Business  a little  better  than  midweek  aver- 
age. Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Cool.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,002.  Capacity:  175. — Walter  J. 
Buchholtz,  New  Haven,  New  Haven,  Mo. 
New  Moon 

A good  story  well  told  but  our  patrons 
stayed  away  in  droves.  It’s  MacDonald’s 
singing.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 28-10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 2,000.  Capacity:  300. — Frank  Med- 
ley, Palace,  Monterey,  Tenn. 

Paramount 

Dancing  on  a Dime 

Poor,  very  poor.  Nothing  to  it.  I would 
say  skip  it.  That  same  old  story  of  try- 
ing to  raise  money  to  produce  a show. 
They’ve  seen  it  dozens  of  times  and  ours 
told  us  they  had.  Wed.,  Thurs,  Weather: 
Cold.  Admission:  28-10.  General  patronage. 
Populaiion:  2,000.  Capacity:  300. — Frank 
Medley,  Palace,  Monterey,  Tenn. 

Trail  oi  the  Lonesome  Pine  (Reissue) 

This  one  was  played  again  to  the  best 
Thursday-Friday  business  in  weeks.  Tops 
in  draw.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  2,000. 
— Frank  Medley,  Palace,  Monterey,  Tenn. 

Republic 

Earl  oi  Puddlestone 

Republic  deserves  a “pat  on  the  back’’ 
for  this  latest  of  their  very  fine  “family 
series.’’  Harry  Davenport  steals  the  show 
to  the  horror  of  Gleason  fans.  However 
the  Gleasons,  particularly  Jimmy,  do  a 
swell  job,  and  Republic  has  a series  of 
which  it  can  be  proud.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat. 
Admission:  20-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  26,000.  Capacity:  744. — ^Pearce 
Parkhurst,  Larcom,  Beverly,  Mass. 

Three  Faces  West 

Played  with  “Little  Orvie.’’  On  account 
of  Hallowe’en  no  crowd.  Too  many  parties 
and  too  close  to  election.  “Three  Faces 
West”  just  fair.  “Little  Orvie”  real  good. 


A II  f|  III  To  Increase 
^ II  U IM  Christmas  Business 


(Read 

INSPIRATION.  Write  for  Free  Copy ! 


FILMACK  TRAILER  CO. 

837  SOUTH  WABASH  AVE.  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 


Everybody  told  me  so,  too.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural- 
town  patronage.  Capacity:  500-300. — W. 
H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheri- 
dan, Ore. 

2Qth.  Century-Fox 

Girl  in  313 

A nice  co-feature  that  wiU  round  out  a 
program  very  nicely.  Florence  Rice  does  a 
nice  piece  of  acting  and  Kent  Taylor  de- 
serves mention  for  his  fine  work,  too. 
Tues.,  Wed.  Admission:  20-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  26,000.  Capacity: 
744. — ^Pearce  Parkhurst,  Larcom,  Beverly, 
Mass. 


United  Artists 

Our  Town 

Here’s  a real  smeller.  I appreciate  the 
artistic  points,  know  what  it  was  all  about, 
but  this  sure  fooled  us.  Somehow  or  other 
the  grapevine  worked  hot  and  fast  and  the 
result — no  business.  Wed.,  Thurs.,  Fri. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural- 
town  patronage.  Capacity:  500-300. — ^W. 

H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheri- 
dan, Ore. 

Turnabout 

I thought  it  was  pretty  sUly  and  a few 
of  the  patrons  agreed  with  me;  but  busi- 
ness was  good  and  I heard  a lot  of  laugh- 
ing. As  is  frequently  the  case,  those  who 
saw  it  when  we  had  a good  crowd  enjoyed 
it  more  than  those  who  saw  it  when  the 
house  was  small.  Wed.,  Thurs. — R.  Evans, 
Melodian,  Cheney,  Wash. 

Universal 

Argentine  Nights 

A programmer.  Booked  on  Sunday,  it 
drew  and  pleased  the  younger  crowd.  Very, 
very  silly,  but  also  funny.  I can’t  give 
much  credit  to  the  Andrews  Sisters.  They 
should  stay  in  radio  and  be  heard,  not  seen. 
Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
sion: 26-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 

I, 200.  Capacity:  300. — Allan  Banks,  Vogue, 
Remsen,  la. 

I Can't  Give  You  Anything  But  Love 
Just  a fair  program.  Ran  with  “Out 
West  With  the  Peppers.”  Nothing  wrong 
with  either  of  them.  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather: 
Rain.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural-town  pat- 
ronage. Capacity:  500-300. — W.  H.  Hib- 
bert, Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan, 
Ore. 


Warner 

Brother  Orchid 

Very  good.  Pleased  almost  100  per  cent 
and  grosses  were  above  average.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  OK.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,000.  Capacity:  300. — Logan 
Hedrick,  Homer,  Homer,  111. 

King  of  the  Lumberjacks 

Good  picture  and  good  story.  I saw  the 
last  couple  of  scenes  in  “Valley  of  the 
Giants.”  Played  as  second  feature  with 
“One  Million  B.  C.”  Business  good.  Sat., 
Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  28-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  2,800. 
Capacity:  400. — Irvin  Baker  jr..  Roaring 
Spring,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Virginia  City 

Good  weekend  that  finished  our  sixth 
anniversary.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fine. 
Admission:  30-15.  Rural  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,880.  Capacity:  450. — Harland 
Rankin,  Plaza,  Tilbury,  Ont. 
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Arms  and  the  Men — U.S.A. 

(March  of  Time,  Vol.  7,  No.  4) 

RKO  19  Mins. 

Keeping  pace  with  the  current  assort- 
ment of  headlines,  The  March  of  Time 
here  documents  the  program  of  peacetime 
conscription  and  defense  manufacture. 
Emphasis  is  placed  on  the  induction  of 
John  Doe  into  the  army.  Scenes  showing 
civilians  leaving  their  “civvies”  with  the 
quartermaster,  donning  army  uniforms 
and  entering  the  regiment  of  army  life  will 
hold  the  interest  of  every  male  spectator 
in  the  age  category.  A high  point  shows 
maneuvers  in  the  field  with  tanks  rushing 
all  over  the  place,  airplanes  in  mock  at- 
tacks on  moving  troop  columns  and  the 
like.  Narration  tells  how  the  army  is  put- 
ting into  practice  lessons  learned  from  the 
war  in  Europe.  There  seems  to  be  some 
inconsistency  here  since  international 
military  opinion  gives  the  U.  S.  army 
credit  for  experimenting  with  new  war 
methods  years  before  the  advent  of  “blitz- 
krieg.” 


Alice  in  Movieland 

Vitaphone  (Broadway  Brevity)  20  Mins. 

According  to  the  hand-me-down  dope, 
this  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  audiences  go 
for  in  a big  way.  Here  we  have  a young 
girl  who  wins  a screen  test  and  departs 
for  Hollywood.  En  route,  sleeping  in  a 
Pullman  berth,  she  dreams  the  usual  suc- 
cess story.  When  she  awakes  she’s  not  in 
Hollywood,  but  Los  Angeles.  She  is  last 
seen  ascending  a long  staircase  with  an 
ambitious  light  in  her  eyes.  What  occurs 
in  between  should  pleasantly  lull  the  audi- 
ence into  indifferent  boredom. 


Mexican  Jumping  Beans 

Vitaphone  (Hollywood  Novelty)  10  Mins. 

The  Martinos  are  a Mexican  family  of 
acrobats,  tumblers,  tightrope  walkers  and 
trapeze  artists.  In  the  patio  of  their  home 
they  perform  comically,  thrillingly  and 
skillfully  with  all  the  exciting  movement 
of  their  activities  effectively  caught  by  the 
camera  in  slow  and  normal  speed.  Worth 
while. 


Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

Vitaphone  (Sports  Parade)  10  Mins. 

This  is  good  stuff.  A novel  idea  and 
subject  has  been  given  clever  treatment. 
It  is  also  probable  that  it  is  the  first  time 
pigeons  have  ever  been  brought  to  the 
screen  with  props  and  gadgets  as  a sport- 
ing pursuit.  The  narration  is  a script 
writer’s  conception  of  the  mental  processes 
of  a pigeon.  Still,  it  is  diverting.  Color 
and  camera  effects  are  good.  Worthwhile. 


Waldo's  Last  Stand 

M-G-M  (Our  Gang)  llMms. 

The  kids  decide  that  to  improve  Waldo’s 
lemonade  dispensing  business  they  should 
open  up  a night  club,  put  on  a floor  show 
and  so  attract  customers.  They  do  this. 
But  the  lone  customer  doesn’t  buy  al- 
though he  sees  the  show.  It’s  the  usual 
sort  of  thing  embellished  with  a cradle 
revue  and  music. 


Quicker' n a Wink 


M-G-M  (Pete  Smith)  9 Mins. 

The  exhibitor  could  advertise  this  as 
a “never  seen  before"  film  justifiably 
and  attract  a good  audience  that  will 
not  feel  duped.  It  deals  with  the 
miracles,  and  that  is  not  an  overstate- 
ment, of  stroboscopic  photography,  the 
sort  of  thing  that  has  been  pictured  in 
various  magazines.  No  one  has  ever 
seen  how,  in  super,  ultra  slowmotion, 
a golf  ball  passes  through  a telephone 
book,  how  a cat's  tongue  looks  when 
kitty  is  lapping  up  milk,  what  happens 
when  a golf  ball  is  dropped  into  a 
pail  of  milk  and  the  measured  beats 
of  a hummingbird's  wings  slowed  up 
so  they  can  be  counted.  It's  remark- 
able, it's  entertaining,  it's  funny  and 
it's  thrilling,  as  Pete  Smith  would  put 
it.  Don't  pass  this  one  up. 


Popular  Science  JO-2 

Paramount  10  Mins. 

Junior  has  a new  suit  with  plenty  of 
pockets  for  his  “accessories,”  new  kitchen 
aids  reduce  tedious  detail.  Prof.  Oakes  de- 
vises a screwball  item  and  the  making  of 
phonograph  records  from  the  preparation 
of  a master  recording  to  a replaying  by 
Dorothy  Lamour  of  a number  she  sings  a 
few  moments  previously.  Good. 


Mommy  Loves  Puppy 

Paramount  (Animated  Antics)  7 Mins. 

Mama  St.  Bernard  dog  thinks  baby  is 
too  young  to  lug  the  jug  around  to  dis- 
tressed mugs.  Baby,  however,  wanders  off 
and  gives  a walrus  a shot,  later  regretting 
it  when  he  has  a time  with  the  intoxicated 
beast.  In  time,  mama  appears  and  saves 
baby  from  the  alcoholic.  Worthwhile. 


Knock,  Knock 

Universal  (Color  Cartoon)  7 Mins. 

Andy  Panda  and  his  father  have  a time 
chasing  a woodpecker  that  is  boring  holes 
in  their  house.  At  length  they  catch  him. 
Meanwhile  the  general  order  is  routine 
animation  and  an  unimaginative  scenario. 


Mouse  Meets  Lion 

Columbia  (Fable  Cartoon)  6 Mins. 

The  oft-told  tale  is  again  repeated  here 
with  but  few  variations  from  the  Aesop 
original,  except  in  the  language.  Children 
should  rise  to  its  content. 


The  Trouble  With 
Husbands 

Paramount  (Robert  Ben  chley)  11  Mins. 

Appearing  under  a new  trademark,  Rob- 
ert Benchley  continues  to  be  refreshing, 
funny  and  to  entertain  while  he  kids  the 
audience  along  with  his  individual  brand 
of  humor.  It  is  not  the  sort  of  thing  to 
provoke  uproarious  laughter,  but  rather 
a steady,  good-natured  laughter.  Setting 
himself  up  as  an  expert,  Benchley  pro- 
ceeds to  show  how  husbands  provoke 
their  wives  to  near  murder  by  (a)  letting 
dinner  cool  while  they  fuss  with  appear- 
ances; (b)  attempting  to  inject  their  su- 
periority in  putting  up  shelves  which  ul- 
timately collapse;  (c)  going  to  the  store 
for  a half-pound  of  butter,  telling  the 
little  woman  of  the  advantage  of  “busi- 
ness-like” household  management,  then 
returning  with  $10  worth  of  delicatessen 
products,  without  the  butter.  It’s  in  the 
Benchley  style,  with  the  touches  that  hit 
the  spot. 


The  Homeless  Flea 

M-G-M  (Color  Cartoon)  8 Mins. 

This  is  tops.  What  happens  when  a flea 
seeks  a home  (he  finds  a dog)  will  have 
the  audience  alternately  thrilling  and 
laughing  at  his  adventures.  Finding  the 
dog  he  sets  up  house  and  builds  a fire. 
The  dog  gets  burnt  and  dips  his  end  into 
a fishbowl.  A deluge  removes  the  flea. 
In  his  endeavor  to  get  back  he  chases  the 
dog  all  over  a house.  In  time  the  dog 
wins  out  and  the  flea  is  seen  forlornly 
standing  atop  a hydrant  trying  to  thumb 
a ride.  Animation  and  execution  rate  with 
the  best.  Definitely  worthwhile. 


Cookoo  Cavaliers 

Columbia  (Three  Stooges)  17  Mins. 

First  the  Three  Stooges  sell  fish.  Then 
they  open  a beauty  shop  in  Mexico  and 
proceed  to  play  havoc  with  the  beauty  of 
a couple  of  girls.  Eventually  they  are  run 
out  of  town  at  gunpoint.  There  is  a full 
complement  of  typical  Stooge  gags  with 
sadistic  trimmings.  Audiences  that  like  the 
trio  will  like  this. 


Plane  Goofy 

( Technicolor  Terry-Toon) 

20th  Century-Fox  7 Mins. 

Facile  animation  helps  to  make  thisTtem 
fairly  entertaining.  Aviation  is  brought  to 
the  barnyard  by  an  enterprising  sales- 
man, who  convinces  the  livestock,  but  not 
the  farmer,  who  gives  him  the  business 
end  of  a shotgun  after  a trial  flight. 


Congamania 

Universal  (Musical)  17  Mins. 

Eight  name  acts,  some  well  known  and 
others  not  so  well  known,  appear  in  the 
footage  of  this  film.  The  musical  accent 
is  on  the  Latin-American  offbeat.  There 
is  a fair  amount  of  entertainment  in  the 
form  of  dancing,  singing  and  the  like. 
[Turn  to  next  page] 
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SHORT  SUBJECT  REVIEWS 


Lure  of  the  Trout 

20th  Century-Fox  (Sports  Review)  9 Mins. 

Technicolor  trout  fishing  in  Maryland 
streams  at  this  time,  when  the  season  is 
over,  should  compensate  home-bound  Wal- 
tonians  who  will  doubtless  enjoy  these 
views.  They  will  provide  fair  entertainment 
for  the  general  audience.  Ed  Thorgersen 
tries  his  luck  in  the  footage,  but  is  better 
on  the  sound  track.  It’s  a demonstration 
of  technique  and  style.  Hooked  fish  are 
released  since  barbless  hooks  are  used. 
Worthwhile. 


Landing  of  the  Pilgrims 

(Technicolor  Terry-Toon) 

20th  Century-Fox  7 Mins. 

After  drying  themselves  from  a wet 
landing  on  Plymouth  Rock,  the  Pilgrims 
encounter  Indians  who  await  them  with 
hot  dogs,  cigars,  cigarettes,  candy  and  taxi 
service.  Such  is  the  general  trend  of  this 
burlesque.  The  punch  comes  at  the  end 
when  a turkey  is  about  to  be  axed.  He  is 
saved  in  time  by  a messenger  who  brings 
news  that  Thanksgiving  was  observed  the 
previous  week.  Worthwhile. 


Mediterranean  Milestones 

Central  Films  10  Mins. 

Starting  in  Beyrouth,  Syria,  the  footage 
of  this  travelogue  shows  the  ports  of  Alex- 
andria, Algiers,  Port  Said,  Tunis,  Gibral- 
tar and  the  stretch  of  neutral  territory 
separating  the  latter  from  Spain.  Since 
the  war  has  partially  moved  into  the  Medi- 
terranean and  public  interest  has  followed 
it,  this  item  should  prove  a timely  pro- 
gram piece. 


Blondes  and  Blunders 

Columbia  16  Mins. 

Walter  Catlett  runs  afoul  of  Marion 
Martin,  eye-filling  blonde  gem  thief,  as  he 
disembarks  from  a ship.  His  wife  sus- 
pects something  else.  The  action  switches 
to  a hotel  bedroom,  bath  and  parlor.  What 
occurs,  every  bit  of  it,  is  old  laugh-pro- 
voking material.  Sometimes  it’s  so  silly, 
it’s  painfully  funny. 


Old  Dominion  State 

20th  Century-Fox  (Magic  Carpet)  10  Mins. 

These  Technicolor  views  of  the  historical 
attractions  of  Virginia  and  scenic  sights, 
such  as  the  famous  natural  bridge,  are 
worthy  contributions  to  the  travel  short 
field.  Also  shown  are  the  bathing  and 
sport  at  Virginia  Beach,  tobacco  growing 
and  auctioning,  horse  breeding  and  the 
like.  Lowell  Thomas  ably  narrates.  Good. 


Stranger  Than  Fiction 

Universal  9 Mins. 

An  Indian  farmer  is  hot  stuff  with  a 
slingshot;  a Reading,  Pa.,  electrician  does 
wonders  with  crocheting  needles;  in  Ore- 
gon an  old  street  car  is  converted  into 
a flower  shop;  a Buffalo  tugboat  hand 
builds  a working  model  of  his  craft;  an 
Alabama  prison  houses  an  expert  artist, 
etc.  The  usual  thing. 


The  Magic  Pencil 

20th  Century-Fox  (Terry-Toon)  7 Mins. 

A clever  animation  invention  is  taken 
along  a merry  exciting  whirl.  A goofy 
duck  receives  a magic  pencil  from  a radio 
sponsor  and  proceeds  to  miraculously 
create  a flock  of  swans,  a self-playing 
saxophone,  a pretty  miss  and  a villain. 
Then  things  happen.  The  villain  makes 
off  with  the  girl  to  a sawmill,  but  the  duck 
and  his  cat  pal  arrive  in  time  to  erase  the 
trouble.  There  is  a clever  twist  at  the 
finish.  Worthwhile. 


Torrid  Tempos 

Universal  (Musical)  18  Mins. 

Matty  Malneck  supplies  the  musical 
backgrounds  for  this  item,  not  to  any  par- 
ticular advantage,  either.  Vivien  Pay 
dances;  the  Stapletons  do  likewise;  Jack 
Gwynne  does  sleight-of-hand;  Mary  Lou 
Cook  sings  and  Six  Hits  and  a Miss  har- 
monize. Only  in  rare  spurts  does  it  rise 
above  the  mediocre. 


Screen  Snapshots  20-3 

Columbia  9 Mins. 

Ken  Murray  plays  magician  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  performing  stunts  that  intro- 
duce the  audience  to  Hollywood  personali- 
ties attending  a charity  bazaar,  a horse 
show  and  other  events  in  which  about  100 
familiar  faces  are  caught  by  the  camera. 
The  usual  sort  of  thing. 


Hunting  Wild  Deer 

Columbia  9 Mins. 

Sea  Island.  Georgia,  is  the  locale,  and 
the  action  involves  the  tracking  down  and 
shooting  of  a buck  deer  by  a woman,  with 
the  aid  of  dogs,  against  some  attractive 
scenery.  Deer  eludes  the  huntress  gener- 
ally. Too  bad  not  completely.  Audiences 
have  been  known  to  audibly  demonstrate 
against  this  sort  of  thing. 


Take  It  or  Leave  It 

Columbia  9i/^  Mins. 

Another  radio  quiz  program.  Not,  how- 
ever, unrehearsed.  Bob  Hawk  pops  the 
queries.  A number  of  stooges  act  up  to 
him.  One  old  codger  wins  $64.  The  oth- 
ers flop,  get  nothing.  The  audience  on  the 
sound  track  has  a wild  old  time.  Live 
audiences  might. 


Wise  Owl 

Columbia  (Color  Rhapsody)  7 Mins. 

Against  neatly  drawn  Technicolored 
backgrounds  and  with  clever  twists  in  the 
animation  department,  an  owl  attempts 
to  get  himself  a dinner  from  a swarm  of 
bats.  The  bats,  however,  are  too  smart 
for  him  and  uncover  his  might-be  clever 
dodges.  Repetitious,  it  is  recommended 
for  juvenile  consumption. 


Soiourn  in  Havana 

Columbia  9 Mins. 

Streets,  avenues,  churches,  forts  and 
what-have-you  are  all  included  herein 
with  appropriate  description.  Pictorially, 
it’s  pleasing.  As  a travelogue,  it  is  so-so. 


American  Spoken  Here 

M-G-M  (Passing  Parade)  10  Mins. 

A thoroughly  interesting  reel.  In  at- 
tempting to  analyze  the  origin  and  perpe- 
tration of  slang,  John  Nesbitt  offers  ex- 
amples as  to  where  “fink”  originated; 
“take  a Brodie;”  “kick  the  bucket.”  Lucid- 
ly illustrated,  it  combines  laughs  with 
learning. 


Wedding  Bells 

M-G-M  (Pete  Smith)  10  Mins. 

For  his  clinical  discussion  here,  Pete 
Smith  has  Mr.  Middle  Class  up  for  dissec- 
tion to  show  his  pre  and  post-marital 
didoes,  how  he  is  framed  into  going  in 
over  his  head  financially  to  please  his 
bride,  her  parents  and  lastly,  himself.  The 
comedy  and  humor  come  easily  as  the 
players  expertly  fit  the  roles.  The  audi- 
ence should  have  a good  time  laughing  at 
themselves. 


Unusual  Occupations  LO-2 

Paramount  11  Mins. 

A California  woman  creates  art  works 
with  chewing  gum  instead  of  paints,  in 
Alamagordo,  New  Mexico,  a concession- 
naire  takes  parties  over  gypsum  fields  that 
resemble  a desert,  in  West  Virginia  an  in- 
ventor has  a mechanical  valet  dress  him, 
in  Texas  a man  makes  handsome  em- 
broidered works  and  the  Colorado  system 
of  beaver  control  concludes.  Thoroughly 
interesting. 


Seeing  Is  Believing  VO-2 

Paramount  11  Mins. 

The  first  part  is  devoted  to  showing  how 
steel  has  been  utilized  by  the  farmer,  from 
blow  plow  to  hen  house.  The  second  part 
shows  a trip  down  exciting  rapids  in  small 
boats.  It’s  the  Salmon  River  in  Idaho. 
Holds  interest. 


Marine  Roundup 

Paramount  (Sportlight)  10  Mins. 

Marineland  in  Florida  again,  but  more 
interesting  than  ever.  In  this  reel  is 
shown  how  porpoises  are  caught,  how  big 
sharks  are  drugged  while  on  their  way  to 
the  aquarium.  There  is  other  footage, 
every  frame  of  it  interesting.  Worthwhile. 


Eugene,  The  /eep 

Paramount  (Popeye)  7 Mins. 

The  queer  animal  from  the  newspaper 
cartoon  strip  makes  its  appearance  here 
with  Popeye.  Olive  Oyl  sends  it  to  the 
sailor  for  his  birthday  and  he  proceeds  to 
have  a time  trying  to  get  it  to  sleep  out- 
doors. So-so. 


With  Poopdeck  Pappy 

Paramount  (Popeye)  7 Mins. 

Popeye  tries  to  get  his  father  to  bed 
early,  but  the  old  man  wants  to  do  a lit- 
tle jitterbugging.  Leg  irons  and  ropes  fail 
to  hold  the  oldtimer  and  Popeye  at  the 
conclusion  finds  himself  tied  up  and  in 
bed,  the  old  man  out.  Has  the  usual  Pop- 
eye  twists,  including  a brawl  and  timely 
rescue  by  spinach. 


The  Lonesome  Stranger 

M-G-M  (Color  Cartoon)  9 Mins. 

This  cartoon  should  prove  sure-fire  en- 
tertainment. It  has  novelty,  smart  anima- 
tion, fine  color,  good  effects.  Thematic- 
ally, it  is  a parody  on  The  Lone  Ranger 
and  offers  a screwball  cowboy  who  tracks 
down  three  hilarious  desperadoes.  Not  a 
dull  moment  throughout.  In  Technicolor. 
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|20|  Western  157 

Hilly  the  Kid  Out- 

lawed (60) 

Bob  Steele 

in  Western  152 

Bun  Code  (56) 

Tim  McCoy 

Mystery  103 

Marked  Men  (70) 

Warren  Hull 
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too  c 
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c3 fl 
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c ^ 

1 s 
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5]^  H 

Billy  the  Kid  in 

Texas  (57) 

Bob  Steele 

WARNER-F.  N. 

|20j  Com.  tvith  Mu. 

WB407 

My  I^ove  Caine  Back 
(85)  R — July  6 

Olivia  de  Havilland 
Jeffrey  Lynn 

t 
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•-  (D 

J c .2 

^ rt  u, 
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n Drama  FNIOO 

riicy  Drive  b.v  Niglit 

(95)  R— July  20 

George  Raft 

.\nn  Sheridan 

)10[  AC.  uram  n 15414 

River’s  End  (69) 

Dennis  Morgan 

Elizabeth  Earl 

R — Aug.  24 

|17|  urama 

.Money  and  the 

Woman  (67) 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

Brenda  Marshall 

R— Aug.  17 

^ Act.  Dr.  WB412 

jr'lowing  Gold  (82) 

Pat  O’Brien 

Jolin  Garfield 

Fiances  Farmer 

R~Aug.  31 

|3l[  Drama  WB401 

■sea  Hawk,  The 

(126) 

Errol  Flynn 

Brenda  Marshall 

R— July  27 

lisl  Com.  Dr.  WB519 

Calling  All  Hus- 

bands (64) 

George  Tobias 

R — Sept.  21 

|14|  Comedy  FN554 

No  Time  for  Com- 

edy (93) 

James  Stewart 

Rosalind  Russell 

R — Sept.  14 

[2i|  jjrama  vvi50W> 

City  for  Conquest 

(106) 

James  Cagney 

Ann  Sheridan 

iR — Sept.  14 

[5]  Drama  W14502 

Knute  Rocluie,  All 

American  (98) 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — Oct.  12 

UNIVERSAL 

|l^  Melodrama  JOul 

Black  Diamonds  (52) 

R— July  27 

1^  Western  406t 
Son  of  Roaring  Dan 
(64)  R — Aug.  17 

Johnny  Mack  Brown 

9 a.!  CO 
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© © c 
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'I'  00 

r^?  ^ 1 ^ 

[^M  Gjl^P 

n M' drama  4039 

■South  to  Karanga 

(69) 

Charles  Bickford 

R— Aug.  3 

n Comedy  4003 

Boys  From  S.vracuse 

(72)  R— July  20 

.4.11an  Jones 

Martha  Raye 

[el  Com.  Mu«.  6013 

irgentine  Nights 

(73)  R — Sept.  7 

Ritz  Bros. 

Andrews  Sisters 

[l^  Com.  Dr.  6006 

Hired  Wife  (96) 

R— Sept.  14 

Melodrama  5051 

Leather  Pushers 

(64)  R— Sept.  7 

|20|  Jvieioarama  ou»u 

The  Mummy’s  Hand 

(67)  R — Aug.  31 

Western  5061 

Ragtime  Cowboy  Joe 

(58)  R — Oct.  5 

|20|  ivieioarama  uu^o 

Fugitive,  The  (76) 

R — July  6 

^ Mus.  Com.  6001 

Spring  Parade  (89) 

Deanna  Durbin 

R — Oct.  5 

Drama  5019 

Diamond  Frontier 

(71) 

Victor  McLaglen 

R — Oct.  6 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

|l8|  Melodrama 
South  of  Pago  Pago 

(97) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Jon  Hall 

O’rancis  Farmer 

R— July  20 

n Melodrama 
Captain  Caution 
(86)  R— Aug.  10 

Victor  Mature 

Louise  Platt 

[1^  Drama 

Foreign  Correspon- 

dent (120) 

Joel  McCrea 

Daraine  Day 

R — Sept.  7 

^ Action  Drama 

Kit  Carson  (97) 

Jon  Hall 

Lynn  Bari 

R — Sept.  7 

[is]  Drama 

Pastor  Hall  (92) 

Nova  Pilbeam 

R — Aug.  3 

g Act.  Drama 

The  Westerner  (99) 

Gary  Cooper 

Doris  Davenport 

R — May  25 

20TH-F0X 

iX^|  Drama  050 

^Maryland  (91) 
Walter  Brennan 

Fay  Bainter 

Brenda  Joyce 

R— July  13 

Drama  101 

The  Man  1 Married 

Joan  Bennett  (77) 
Francis  Lederer 

K— July  20 

1 9 [ Com.  Drama  104^ 

The  Girl  From  Ave- 
nue A (73) 

Jane  Withers 

Kent  Taylor 

R — Aug.  10 

HI]  Melodrama  103 

©Return  of  Frank 
James  (92) 

Henry  Fonda 

Gene  Tierney 
R^Aug.  17 

[23]  Drama  106 

Pier  13  (66) 

Lynn  Bari 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Aug.  17 

[30|  Comedy  109 

Young  People  (79) 

Shirley  Temple 

Jack  Oakie 

R_July  20 

1^  Melodrama  IIC 

Charlie  Chan  at  the 

Wax  Museum  (63) 

Sidney  Toler 

R — Aug.  3 

|l^  Comedy  105 

El'^a  Maxwell’s  Pub- 

lic Deb  No.  1 (80) 

George  Murphy 

Brenda  Joyce 

R— Aug.  31 

1^  Drama  116 

Y’esterda.v’s  Heroes 

(65) 

Robert  Sterling 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Sept.  21 

1^  Drama  107 

Brigham  Young — 

Frontiersman 

(113)  R — Aug.  31 

Tyrone  Power 

Linda  Darnell 

Act.  Drama  108 

Gav  Caballero, 

The  (57) 

Cesar  Romero 

R— Sept.  28 

O 

s 

< 

ce 

o 

ce 

|i9]  Lirania  O^ili 

Tom  Br(nvn’s  Scliool 

Days  (82) 

James  Lydon 

Fred.  Bartholomew 

Cedric  Hardwicke 

R — June  29 

Western  085 

Stagre  to  Chino  (59) 
G. O'Brien  R-Aug.  2*1 
j2^  Com.  Drama  OSI 

Millionaires  in 

Prison  (63) 

L.  Tracy  R-June  29 

Drama  OGl 

©Queen  of  Destiny 
(95)  R-Nov.26.  '38 

as  “60  Glorious 
Years" 

[~9~|  Melodrama  042 

One  Crowded  Night 

(68)  R— Aug.  3 

Rillie  Seward 

William  Haade 

[1^  Drama  041 

Stranger  on  the 
Third  Floor  (64) 
Peter  Lorre 

John  McGuire 

R — Sept.  7 

lie]  Propaganda  171 

Ramparts  IVe  Watch 
(87)  R — July  27 

[23]  Drama  043 

Wildcat  Bus  (63) 

F.  Wray  R-Aug.  24 

|23|  Comedy  046 

Dance,  Girl,  Danee 
(89)  R — Aug.  31 
|30|  Drama  038 

Lucky  Partners  (101) 
R.Colman  R-Aug.  24 

|~^  Act.  Drama  101 
•Men  Against  the  Sky 
(75)  R— Aug.  31 

Richard  Dix 

Wendy  Barrie 

2*  'c 
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1^  Western  086 

Triple  Justice  (66) 

R — Oct.  19 

1^  Drama  103 

I’m  Still  Alive  (72) 

R — Sept.  21 

|X|  Western  181 

Wagon  Train  (59) 

Tim  Holt 

Ray  Whitley 

R — Oct.  12 

REPUBLIC 

Comedy  909 

■Scatterbrain  (72) 
Judy  Canova 

R— July  13 
[l^  Western  944 

Carolina  Moon  (65) 
G.  Autry  R — July  20 
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Musical  910 

Sing,  Dunce,  Plentj 

Hot  (72) 

Johnny  Downs 

Ruth  Terry 

R — Aug.  3 

[l^  Western  071 

Tiilsu  Kid  (57) 

Don  "Red"  Barry 

U— Aug.  3 

[29|  Western  0<)9 

Okla.  Renegades 
(57)  R— Sept.  14 

Comedy  924 

Earl  of  Puddlestone 
( 67)  R — Aug.  24 

[JJ  Western  043 

Ride,  Tenderfoot, 
Ride  (65) 

Gene  Autry 

R — Aug.  31 

[il]  Melodrama  017 

Girl  From  Havana 

(69) 

Dennis  O’Keefe 

Clair  Carlton 

R— Sept  14 

[l^  Western  051 

Colorado  (57) 

Roy  Rogers 

R — Sept.  14 

^ Western  062 

Under  Texas  Skies 

(57) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Sept.  21 

Western  072 

Frontier  Vengeance 

(57)  R — ^Oct.  19 

Don  “Red”  Barry 

PARAMOUNT 

^1  Drama  3941 

©Cntained  (83) 

Ray  Milland 

Patricia  Morison 

R — June  29 

n Melodrama  3942 

tiolden  Gloves  (69) 
Richard  Denning 
Jean  Cagney 

R— Aug.  3 

[gj  Melodrama  3943. 

.Mystery  Sea  Raider 

(78)  R — Aug.  10 
Henry  Wilcoxon 
Carole  Landis 

|l^  Comery  3944 

Cornin’  Hound  tlie 
Mountain  (63) 

Bob  Burns 

Una  Merkel 

R — Aug.  17 

I23I  Com.  Drama  3945 

Tlie  Great  MeGinly 
(83) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Muriel  Angelus 

R— July  27 

[e]  Mus.  Com.  4001 

Rh.vthm  on  the 
River  (94) 

Bing  Cro.sby 

R — Aug.  24 

g Drama  4002 

I Want  a Divorce 

(92)  R— Aug.  17 

Dick  Powell 

Joan  Blondell 

^ Melodrama  4003 

Rangers  of  Fortune 

(80) 

Fred  MacMurray 
Patricia  Morison 

R — Sept.  14 

[J]  Melodrama  4004 

Quarterback  (74) 

Wayne  Morris 

Lillian  Cornell 

R — Oct.  5 

MONOGRAM 

Mystery  3910 

Haunted  House  (70) 

R — Aug.  3 

|j^  Melodrama  402(1 

Bo.vs  of  tlie  City 

East  Side  Kids  (63) 

R— Aug.  31 

Melodrama  4024 

Orphans  of  the  North 

(57)  R — Nov.  9 

HI]  Western  3957 

Itainbow  Ov’er  tlie 
Range  (59) 

T.  Ritter  R-Aug.  10 

Melodrama  3908 

Doomed  to  Die  (67) 

Boris  Karloff 

R — Aug.  10 

|X2]  Mys.  Drama  3913 

Ijxughlng  at  Danger 

(62)  R — Aug.  10 

[I9]  Western  3958 

Arizona  Frontier 
(55)  R — Sept.  14 
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|26|  Melodrama  3903 

Queen  of  the  Yukon 

(63) 

Charles  Bickford 
Irene  Rich 

R — Sept.  28 

jjj  Drama  3920 

Who  Is  Guilty?  (73) 

Ben  Lyon 

R — Sept.  14 

[~9~|  Com.  Drama  3914 

Cp  in  the  Air  (61) 
Frankie  Darro 

H— Sept.  14 

1^  Melodrama  4021 

That  Gang  of  Mine 

(62) 

Bobby  Jordon 

R — Oct.  5 

Melodrama  4001 

The  Ape  (62) 

Boris  Karloft 

R — Oct.  26 

|Y|  Act.  Drama  4022 

Drums  of  the  Desert 

Ralph  Byrd 

R — Oct.  19 

M-G-M 

Com.  Drama  4.1 

We  IVIio  Are  Young 

(79) 

Lana  Turner 

John  Shelton 

R— July  20 

Com.  Drama  47 

Gold  Kush  Maisie 
(82) 

Ann  Sothern 

Gee  Bowman 

R — Aug.  3 

n Costume  Com.  48 

yPrIde  and  Preju- 

dice (118) 

Greer  Garson 

Laurence  Olivier 

[9]  Com.  Drama  68 

I Love  You  .Again 
(99) 

William  Powell 
Myrna  Loy 

R— Aug.  17 

He]  Comedy  49 

Golden  Fleecing  (68) 

Lew  Ayres 

Rita  Johnson 

R — Aug.  24 

(30|  Drama  48 

Boom  Town  (120) 
Clark  Gable 
.-tpencer  Tracy 
Claudette  Colbert 

R — Aug.  10 

[J]  Drama  101 

Dr.  Kildare  Goes 
Home  (79) 

Lew  Ayres 

R — Sept.  7 

[13]  Act.  Drama  102 

Wyoming  (88) 
Wallace  Beery 

Leo  Carillo 

R— Sept.  14 

^ Mus.  Com.  104 

Haunted  Honey- 
moon (83) 

Robert  Montgomery 
a— Aug.  31 

1^  Comedy  103 

■.trike  Up  the  Band 

(120) 

R— Sept.  21 
^ Mystery  105 

ky  Murder  (72) 

R — Sept.  28 

[~^  Comedy  106 

Dulcy  (73) 

Ann  Sothern 

Ian  Hunter 

R — Oct.  5 

COLUMBIA 

Drama  1038 

M.litary  Academy 

(66) 

r.  Kelly  R-July  13 

2^  Adventure  1110 

1 Married  Adven- 

ture (78)  R-July  20 
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m]  Melodrama  1839 

The  Secret  Seven 
(62)  R— Aug.  24 

Hsj  Western  2204 
Durango  Kid  (65) 

R — Sept.  7 

|2^  Com.  Drama  1000 

He  Stayed  for 
Breakfast  (87) 
Loretta  Young 
Meivyn  Douglas 

R— Aug.  13 

[Y]  Comedy  1022 

Five  Little  Peppers 
in  Trouble  (65) 
Edith  Fellows 

R — Sept.  7 

1^  Melodrama  2032 

Fugitive  From  Pris- 

on Camp  (59) 
Melodrama  1024 

Before  I Hang  (63) 
R— Oct.  19 

^ Drama  1001 

i^The  Howards  of 
Virginia  (117) 
Cary  Grant 

Martha  Scott 

R— Sept.  7 

^ Melodrama  1040 

Glamour  for  Sale 
(59)  R— Oct.  28 

g Drama  1009 

Angels  Over  Broad- 
Way  (80)  R-Oct  12 

]3^  Western  2209 

Prairie  Schooners 
(58)  R — Nov.  16 

BUI  Elliott 

JULY 

20 

JULY 

27 

AUG. 
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^ ° 
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AUG. 
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OCT. 
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fs]  Western  164 

Riders  of  Black 

Mountain  (60) 

Tim  McCoy 

[e]  Com.  Mys.  104 

Devil  Bat  ( . . ) 

Bela  Lugosi 

HU  Western  169 

BUly  the  Bad’s  Gun 

Justice  ( . . ) 

Bob  Steele 

HU  Com.  Drama  105 

JUsbehaving  Hus- 

bands ( . . ) 

HU  Comedy  106 

you  Betcha  My  Life 

(..) 

Henry  Armetta 

[3]  Mystery  107 

Secret  Evidence 

(..) 

[3]  Western  163 

Lone  Rider  No.  1 

(-.) 

George  Houston 

—1 

ek 

1 

a. 

i 

I12I  Comedy  FK569 
Father  Is  a Prince 
(56) 

Grant  Mitchell 

R — Nov.  9 

|l9|  Hist.  Dr.  WB511 
Dispatch  from  Reu- 
ters (90) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

R — Sept.  28 

1^  Com.  Drama 
Tugboat  Annie 

Sails  Again  (77) 
Marjorie  Rambeau 
Alan  Hale 

R — Oct.  26 

[|]  Comedy 

Always  a Bride  (60) 

Rosemary  Lane 

R — Nov.  30 

[Y|  Drama 

East  of  the  River 

(73)  R — Nov.  2 

John  Garfield 

Brenda  Marshall 

HU  Drama 

South  of  Suez  ( . . ) 

George  Brent 

Geraldine  Fitzgerald 

HU  Drama 

Letter,  The  (97) 

Bette  Davis 

Herbert  Marshall 

R — Nov.  23 

HU  Drama  WB512 

Lady  With  Red 

Hair  (81) 

Miriam  Hopkins 

R — Nov.  16 

pf]  Comedy 

She  Couldn’t  Say  No 

(-.) 

Roger  Pryor 

Eve  Arden 

HU  Drama 

Invitation  to  Mur- 

der ( . . ) 

Thomas  Mitchell 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

HU  Reissue 

Here  Comes  the 

Navy  (86) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O’Brien 

[p|  Adv,  Drama 

Santa  Fe  Trail  ( . . ) 

Errol  Flynn 

Olivia  DeHavilland 

[T|  Melodrama 

Four  Mothers  ( . . ) 

The  Lane  Sisters 

WARNER-F.  N. 

[ni  Melodrama  6017 
A.  Little  Bit  of 
Heaven  (87) 

Gloria  Jean 

R— Oct.  19 

|l8[  Western  6062 
Law  and  Order  (57) 

Johnny  M.  Brown 

R — Nov.  30 

[is]  Comedy  6024 

SUghtly  Tempted 
(60)  R — Aug.  3 

lU  Drama  6007 

Seven  Sinners  (86) 
R — Nov.  2 

|Y)  Comedy  6036 

I’m  Nobody’s  Sweet- 
heart Now  (63) 

R — Aug.  10 
[l~|  Melodrama  6052 
Devil’s  Pipeline  (65) 
R — Nov.  30 

[Y|  Comedy  5021 

Sandy  Gets  Her  Man 
(66)  R — Nov.  16 

[s]  Western  5063 

Pony  Post  ( . . ) 

[l^  Drama  5021 

One  Night  in  the 

Tropics  (82) 

Allan  Jones 

Nancy  Kelly 

R — Nov.  9 

HU  Comedy  5023 

Meet  the  Wildcat 

(65)  K— Nov.  2 

HU  Drama  (Reissue) 

Next  Time  We  Love 

Margaret  Sullavan 

HU  Comedy 

Bank  Dick,  The  (72) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Una  Merkel 

R — Dec.  7 

[el  Comedy  6026 

Margie  (59) 

Mischa  Auer 

Nan  Grey 

R — Sept.  21 

HU  Drama 

Trail  of  the  Vigil- 

antes ( . . ) 
Franchot  Tone 

Peggy  Moran 

HU  Drama 

Give  Us  Wings  (62) 

Little  Tough  Guys 

Wallace  Ford 

R — Nov.  16 

HU  Mys.  Comedy 

Invisible  Woman 

(.  .) 

John  Barrymore 

Virginia  Bruce 

[3]  Com.  Drama 

Where  Did  You  Get 

That  Girl  ( . . ) 

[U|  Adv.  Drama 

Lucky  Devils  ( . . ) 

Arlen-Devine 

|lo]  Western 

Boss  of  Bullion  City 

(..) 

HU  Drama 

San  Francisco  Docks 

(66)  R — Dec.  7 

UNIVERSAL 

HU  Drama 

Long  Voyage  Home 
(105) 

Thomas  Mitchell 
John  Wayne 

R — Oct.  12 

HU  Drama 

Black  Out  (80) 

Conrad  Veidt 

Valerie  Hobson 

R— Nov.  23 

C5 

« ca  TJ 

Co 
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^5-^=  1 

IM]©  OwPi 

[Y]  Melodrama 

Son  of  Monte  Cristo 

(102) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

R — Dec.  7 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

ini  Mus.  Com.  113 
©Down  Argrentine 
Way  (88) 

Don  Ameche 

R — Oct.  12 

[iil  Drama  114 

Night  Train  (93) 
Margaret  Lockwood 
Rex  Harrison 

R — Nov.  2 

^ Comedy  111 

The  Great  Profile 

(71) 

John  Barrymore 

R — Aug.  24 

|Y]  Melodrama  117 
Mark  of  Zorro  (94) 

Tyrone  Power 

Linda  Darnell 

R — Nov.  9 

[iU  Drama  102 

Street  of  Memories 

(70)  R — July  6 

Lynne  Roberts 

Guy  Kibbee 

HU  Comedy  119 

Youth  Will  Be 
Served  (66) 

Jane  Withers 

R — Sept.  28 

HU  Drama  120 

Tin  Pan  Alley  (95) 
Alice  Faye 

Jack  Oakie 

Betty  Grable 

R — Nov.  30 

fe]  Drama  118 

Charter  Pilot  (66) 

Lynn  Bari 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Nov.  30 

[p]  Mystery  121 

Murder  Over  New 

Yorii  (65) 

Sidney  Toler 

R — Nov.  30 

g Comedy  122 

Jennie  (78) 

William  Henry 

Dorris  Bowden 

R — Dec.  7 

|2^  Drama  123 

i^Chad  Hanna  ( . . ) 

Henry  Fonda 

Dorothy  Lamour 

[3]  Drama  115 

Hudson’s  Bay  ( . . ) 

Paul  Muni 

Virginia  Field 

20TH-F0X 

|xi)  Burl.  Com.  106 
Villain  Still  Pursued 

Her  (67)  R-Aug.  3 
Anita  Louise 

Hugh  Herbert 

|lg]  Melodrama  107 
Laddie  (70) 

Tim  Holt 

Virginia  Gilmore 

R — Sept.  21 

Melodrama  164 
They  Knew  What 
They  Wanted  (90) 
Carole  Lombard 
Chas.  Laughton 

R — Oct.  19 

(Tj  Comedy  106 

Too  Many  Girls  (85) 
R— Oct.  12 
|T1  Comedy  109 

Li’l  Abner  (78) 

R — Nov.  9 

fg]  Comedy  111 

Mexican  Spitfire 

Out  West  (76) 
Lupe  Velez 

R — Oct.  12 

jisj  Drama 

Remedy  for  Riches 
(69) 

Jean  Hersholt 

R— ‘Nov.  23 

^ Mus.  Com.  108 
lou'll  Find  Out 

(97) 

Kay  Kyser 

Helen  Parrish 

R— Nov.  23 

HU  Drama  110 

T/ittle  Men  (84) 

Kay  Francis 

Jack  Oakie 

R — Dec.  7 

m]  Western  182 

Fargo  Kid,  The  (63) 
R — Nov.  2 

Drama 

No,  No,  Nanette 

(..) 

Anna  Neagle 

HU  Drama  112 

Kitty  Foyle  ( . . ) 

Ginger  Rogers 

Herbert  Marshall 

RKO  RADIO 

^ Mils.  Com.  006 

Melody  and  Moon- 
light (73) 

Johnny  Downs 

R— Oct.  19 

[is]  Mus.  Com.  001 
Hit  Parade  of  1941 
(88) 

Frances  Langford 

R — Oct.  19 

liij  Western  062 

Young  Bill  Hickok 
(60)  R — Oct.  5 

Roy  Rogers 

(Tj  Mystery  006 

Who  Killed  Aunt 
Maggie?  (70) 
Wendy  Barrie 

John  Hubbard 

R — Nov.  2 

[Y|  Mus.  Comedy  007 

T>iendly  Neighbors 

(67)  R — Nov.  16 
The  Weavers 

HU  Western  063 

Trail  Blazers,  The 
(58)  R — Nov.  2 

HU  Western  041 

Melody  Ranch  (85) 

R — Nov.  30 

HU  Western  073 

Texas  Terrors  (57) 

R — Nov.  30 

HU  Comedy  018 

Meet  the  Missus 
(68) 

Roscoe  Karns 

R — Nov.  30 

[5]  Western  053 

The  Border  Legion 
(58) 

Roy  Rogers 

R — Nov.  30 

[Y[  Comedy  008 

Barnyard  Follies 
(68)  R — Nov.  30 

Mary  Lee 

Rule  Davis 

HU  Drama 

Behind  the  News 
(.  .) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Doris  Davenport 

HU  Western 

Lone  Star  Raiders 
(.  .) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

HU  Drama 

Bowery  Boy  ( . . ) 

Dennis  O’Keefe 

Louise  Campbell 

REPUBLIC 

I 

[ul  Drama  4005 

Cherokee  Strip  (86) 
Florence  Rice 
Richard  Dix 

R — Oct.  6 

gU  Drama  4006 

Moon  Over  Burma 

(76) 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — Oct.  19 

|25|  Drama  4007 

Christmas  in  Jnly 
(72)  R— Sept.  21 
^ Documentary 
World  in  Flames 
(61)  R— Oct.  26 

[~l]  Musical  4008 

Dancing  on  a Dime 
(74) 

Robert  Paige 

R — Oct.  12 

|~8]  Musical  4009 

Arise  My  Love  (113) 
Claudette  Colbert 
Ray  Milland 

R — Oct.  19 

HU  Western  4050 

Three  Men  From 
Texas  (70) 

William  Boyd 

R — Sept.  14 

[Y[  Mus.  Com.  4011 
Night  at  Eari  Car- 
roU’s,  A (63) 

Ken  Murray 

R — Nov.  23 

HU  Western  4012 
Texas  Rangers  Bide 
Again  (68) 

John  Howard 

R — Nov.  9 

HU  Outd’r  Dr.  3946 
North  West  Mounted 
Police  (125) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

R — Oct.  26 

HU  Comedy 

Love  Thy  Neighbor 
(.  .) 

Jack  Benny 

Fred  Allen 

[3]  Musical 

Second  Chorus  (83) 
Fred  Astaire 

Paulette  Goddard 

R — Dec.  7 

HU  Western  4051 
Doomed  Caravan 

(.  .) 

William  Boyd 

Russell  Hayden 

PARAMOUNT 

ff]  Western 

Trailin’  Double 
Trouble  (58) 
Corrigan-Terhune- 
King  R — Oct.  19 

[Y]  Com.  Dr.  4010 

Ol’  Swimmin’  Hole 
(75)  R — Oct.  26 

M.  Jones 

T.  Moran 

[li]  Western  4051 

Take  Me  Back  to 
Oklahoma  (64) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Nov.  30 

HU  Mystery  4012 
Phantom  of  China- 
town (62) 

Keye  Luke 

R — Nov.  30 

HU  Western 

West  of  Pinto  Basin 

(59) 

Corrigan-Terhune- 

King 

R — Dec.  7 

HU  Melodrama 
Gypsy  Cavalier  ( . . ) 
Gilbert  Roland 

HU  Adventure 

Sign  of  the  Wolf 
(.  .) 

HU  Drama 

Her  First  Romance 
(.  .) 

HU  Western 

Under  Texas  Skies 
(.  .) 

Tex  Ritter 

IpJ  Melodrama 

You’re  Out  of  Luck 

(••) 

Frankie  Darro 

MONOGRAM 

|ll|  Drama  107 

Third  Finger,  Left 
Hand  (98) 
Douglas-Loy 

R — Oct.  19 

^ Comedy  109 

Hullabaloo  (77) 
Frank  Morgan 

Billie  Burke 

R — Nov.  2 

[~a]  Drama  108 

Escape  (104) 

Norma  Shearer 
Robert  Taylor 

R — Nov.  9 

|T|  Musical  110 

©Bittersweet  (92) 
Jeanette  MacDonald 
Nelson  Eddy 

R — Nov.  23 

HU  Drama  111 

Gallant  Sons  (76) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Bonita  Granville 

R — Nov.  16 

HU  Comedy  112 

Little  Nellie  Kelly 
(100) 

Judy  Garland 

George  Murphy 

R — Nov.  23 

HU  Drama  116 

Dr.  Kildare’s  Crisis 
(75) 

Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

R — Dec.  7 

[e]  Comedy  114 

Go  West  (..) 

Marx  Bros. 

HU  Drama  113 

Comrade  X ( . . ) 

Clark  Gable 

Hedy  Lamarr 

HU  Comedy  116 

Keeping  Company 
(.  .) 

Ann  Rutherford 
John  Shelton 

HU  Drama  117 

Flight  Command 
(.  .) 

Robert  Taylor 

Walter  Pidgeon 

HU  Drama 

Philadelphia  Story 

(112) 

Katharine  Hepburn 

Cary  Grant 

R — Nov.  30 

M-G-M 

[3]  Com.  Dr’ma  8018 

So  You  Won’t  Talk 

(69)  R — Oct.  6 

Joe  E.  Brown 

|l^  Drama  2030 

Nobody’s  Children 
(65) 

Edith  Fellows 

Billy  Lee 

HU  Drama  2038 

Girls  Under  21  (63) 
R— Nov.  30 

HU  Western  2202 
West  of  Abilene  (57) 

R — Aug.  3 

HU  Comedy  2016 

iTlondie  Plays  Cupid 
(68) 

Penny  Singleton 
Arthur  Lake 

R — Nov.  2 

HU  Western  2210 

Beyond  the  Sacra^ 

mento  (58) 

Bill  Elliott 

HU  Drama  2012 

Escape  to  Glory  (74) 

R — Nov.  30 

1^  Mystery 

Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a 

Date  (63)  R-Nov.  30 

Mystery 

Ellery  Queen,  Mas- 

ter Detective  (69) 
Ralph  Bellamy 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — Nov.  30 

[5]  Western  2203 

Thundering  Fron- 

tier (57) 

Charles  Starrett 

R — Sept.  21 

[9]  Drama 

Great  Plane  Rob- 

bery (53) 

Jack  Holt 

[p]  Mystery 

Phantom  Submarine 

(..) 

Anita  Louise 

HU  Outdoor  Dr. 
Arizona  (128) 

Jean  Arthur 

William  Holden 

R — Nov.  23 

HU  Comedy 

This  Tiling  Called 
Love  ( . . ) 

HU  Western 

Wildcat  of  Tuscon 

(.  .) 

Bill  Elliott 

[9]  Western 

Pinto  Kid  ( . . ) 

Bill  Elliott 

COLUMBIA 

1 OCT. 

12 

OCT. 

19 

OCT. 

26 

NOV. 

2 

NOV. 

9 

NOV. 

16 

NOV. 

23 

NOV. 

30 

DEC. 

7 

DEC. 

14 

DEC. 

21 

DEC. 

28 

JAN. 

4 

JAN. 

11 

Features  scheduled  for  release  beyond  dates  in  the  Boiikine  Chart 
are  listed  herein.  Running  time,  ns  furnished  by  home  office  of 
distributor,  follows  title.  As  lo<'al  conditions  such  as  censorship 
subject  this  to  cbanee,  checkup  with  exchange  is  recommended. 


Prod.  No.  Title 


Stars 


Released  Reviewed 


the  Mak 


COLUMBIA 


Across  the  Sierra  (..) Bill  Elliott,  L,uana  Walters Feb.  13,  ’41 

Bad  Man  From  Bisbee  Bill  Elliott  Apr.  24 


Blondie  Goes  Latin  (..) Penny-  Singleton,  Arthur  Lake 

Face  Behind  the  Mask  Peter  Lorre,  Evelyn  Keyes 

.Great  Swindle,  The  (..) .Jack  Holt,  Marjorie  Reynolds 

Legacy  ( . . ) Warner  Baxter,  Ingrid  Bergman 

North  From  the  Lone  Star  ( . . ) Bill  Elliott  Mar.  27 

Outlaws  of  the  Panhandle  (..).  Charles  Starrett,  Frances  Robinson Feb.  27 

.Penny-  Serenade  (..).... Irene  Dunne,  Cary  Grant.. 

Wildcat  of  Tucson  ( . . ) Bill  Elliott  

IVild  Bill  Hits  the  Trail  ( . . ) . Bill  Elliott  May  23 


COLUMBIA 

Devil  Commands,  The — Boris  Karloff,  Amanda 
Duff,  Richard  Fiske,  Anne  Revere,  Shirley 
Warde.  Director;  Edward  Dmytryk.  Producer: 
Waliace  MacDonald.  (Completed) 

North  of  the  Lone  Star — Bill  Elliott,  Dub  Taylor. 
D rector:  Lambert  Hillyer.  Producer:  Leon 
Barsha.  (Completed) 


METRO 

Come  Live  W'ith  Me — James  Stewart,  Hedy  La- 
marr, Ian  Hunter,  Donald  Meek.  Director:  Clar- 
ence Brown.  Original:  Virginia  Van  Upp,  Pat- 
terson McNutt.  (Completed) 


M-G-M 

Come  Live  With  Me  ( . . ) James  Stewart,  Hedy  Lamarr 

Maisie  AVas  a Lady  ( . . ) Ann  Sothern  

W’ild  Man  of  Borneo  ( . . ) Frank  Morgan,  Billie  Burke . . 


PARAMOUNT 


Aldrich  Family  in  Life  With 

Henry  (81)  .Jackie  Cooper,  Hedda  Hopper 

D.  O.  A.  (..) Ellen  Drew,  Robert  Paige 

Hard  Boiled  Canary  (..) .Allan  Jones,  Susan  Foster 

I Wanted  Wings  (..).. Kay  Milland,  William  Holden 

In  Old  Colorado  (..) William  Boyd  

T.ad.v  Eve  (..) Barbara  Stanwyck,  Henr.v  Fonda.. 

Pride  of  the  Bowery  (91) .....  Basil  Rathbone,  Ellen  Drew 

Roundup,  The  (■■) Richard  Dix,  Patricia  Morison 

Shepherd  of  the  Hills  (■■)....  .John  Wayne,  Betty  Field 

1270.  .A’ictory  (79)  Fredric  March,  Bett.v  Field ...  

0A’irginian,  The  (-■) Madeleine  Carroll.  Fred  MacMiirra.v.  . . . 

You’re  the  One  (..) Bonnie  Baker,  Orrin  Tucker.. 


Jan. 

24 

Apr. 

18 

Mar. 

7 

Mar. 

21 

Feb. 

28 

Apr. 

4 

Feb. 

21 

Mar. 

28 

Apr. 

11 

Jan. 

17 

Feb. 

7 

PRODUCERS  RELEASING  CORP. 


MONOGRAM 

You’re  Out  of  Luck — Frankie  Darro,  Mantan  More- 
land. Director;  Howard  Bretherton.  Producer: 
Lindsley  Parsons.  (Completed) 

PARAMOUNT 

I^as  Vegas  Nights — Allan  Jones,  Bert  Wheeler, 
Constance  Moore,  Tommy  Dorsey  and  Orchestra. 
Director:  Ralph  Murphy.  (Starting) 

Reaching  for  the  Sun — Joel  McCrea,  Ellen  Drew, 
Albert  Dekker,  Eddie  Bracken,  Regis  Toomey, 
Billy  Gilbert.  Producer-Director:  William  A. 
Wellman.  Original:  Wessel  Smitter.  Screenplay: 
W.  L.  River.  (Completed) 

You’re  the  One — Orrin  Tucker,  Bonnie  Baker,  Ed- 
ward Everett  Horton,  Jerry  Colonna,  Walter 
Catlett,  Albert  Dekker.  Director:  Ralph  Murphy. 
Producer:  Gene  Markey.  (Completed) 

RKO  RADIO 

Along  the  Kio  Grande — Tim  Hoit,  Emmett  Lynn, 
Betty  Jane  Rhodes,  Ray  Whitley.  Director:  Ed- 
ward Killy.  Producer:  Bert  Gilroy.  Original 
Screenplay:  Arthur  V.  Jones,  Morton  Grant. 

(Completed) 


108.  .Glamour  Girls  Never  Say 
No  (..)  


.Jan.  17 


REPUBLIC 

Robin  Hood  of  the  Pecos  ( . • ) . Hoy  Rogers,  George  “Gabby”  Hayes .... 
Wyoming  W’ildcat  (..).. Don  “Red”  Barry,  Julie  Duncan 


RKO  RADIO 

A Girl,  a Guy  and  a Gob  (..). George  Murphy,  Lucille  Ball 

Citizen  Kane  (..)  Orson  Welles  

Let’s  Make  Music  ( . . ) Bob  Crosby,  Elisabeth  Kisdon 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  (..) Carole  Lombard,  Robert  Montgomery... 

Play  Girl  (..) Kay  Francis,  Janies  Ellison 

Show  Business  ( . . ) ■ • • Alan  Mowbray  

. Saint  in  Palm  Springs  (..)...  George  Sanders,  W’endy  Barrie 


20TH-FOX 


REPUBLIC 

Behind  the  News — Lloyd  Nolan,  Doris  Davenport, 
Robert  Armstrong,  Frank  Albertson.  Director: 
Joseph  Santley.  Producer:  Robert  North. 

(Completed) 

Ridin*  on  a Rainbow — Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burn- 
ette, Mary  Lee,  Carol  Adams,  Ralf  Harolde.  Di- 
rector: Lew  Landers.  Producer:  Harry  Grey. 

(Starting) 


20TH-FOX 

Tall,  Dark  and  Handsome — Cesar  Romero,  Vir- 
ginia Gilmore,  Frank  Jenks,  Charlotte  Green- 
wood, Milton  Berle.  Director:  H.  Bruce  Humber- 
stone.  Producer:  Fred  Kohlmar.  Original:  Robert 
Hopkins,  Karl  Tunberg,  Darrell  Ware.  Screen- 
play: Karl  Tunberg,  Darrell  Ware.  (.Starting) 
Western  Union — Robert  Young,  Randolph  Scott, 
Dean  dagger,  Virginia  Gilmore,  Barton  Mac- 
Lane,  Slim  Summerville.  Director:  Fritz  Lang. 
Producer;  Harry  Joe  Brown.  Original:  Zane  Grey. 

(Completed) 


!12.  .Bride  Wore  Crutches  (55) ....  Lynne  Roberts,  Ted  North.... 

Golden  Hoofs  ( . . ) Jane  Withers,  Charles  (Buddy)  Rogers . 

Michael  .Shayne,  Ihrivate 

Detective  (..)  Lloyd  Nolan,  Marjorie  W'eaver 

Ride,  Kelly,  Ride  (..) Eugene  Pallette,  Rita  Quigley 


UNITED  ARTISTS 

Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop  (..)..  Martha  Scott,  William  Gargan .... 
^Great  Dictator,  The  (129) ..  Charles  Chaplin,  Paulette  Goddard 

Road  Show  (..) Adolphe  Menjoii,  Carole  Landis.... 

So  Ends  Our  Night  (..) Fredric  March,  Margaret  Siillavan 


UNIVERSAL 

Back  Street  ( . . ) Margaret  Sullavan,  Charles  Boyer 

Dark  Streets  of  Cairo  (59) . . . .Sigrid  Guiie  

Six  lycssons  From  Madame 

LaZonga  ( . . ) 


WARNER  BROS. 

High  Sierra  (..) Humphrey  Bogart,  Ida  Lupino... 

Honeymoon  for  Three  (..)....  George  Brent,  Ann  Sheridan.... 

Meet  John  Doe  (..) Gary  Cooper,  Barbara  Stanwyck.. 

. Wagons  Roll  at  Night  (..)...  Humphrey  Bogart,  Sylvia  Sidney 


UNITED  ARTISTS 

Lady  Hamilton — Vivien  Leigh,  Laurence  Olivier, 
Alan  Mowbray,  Henry  Wilcoxon,  Luis  Alberni, 
Ronald  Sinclair.  Producer-Director:  Alexander 
Korda.  Screenplay:  R.  C.  Sherriff,  Walter  Reisch. 

(Completed) 


UNIVERSAL 

Six  Lessons  From  Madame  La  Zonga — Lupe  Velez, 

Oct.  26  Guinn  (Big  Boy)  Williams,  Leon  Errol,  Eddie 

Quillan,  Charles  Lane,  Helen  Parrish.  Director: 

John  Rawlins. 

Who’s  Wacky  Now? — Hugh  Herbert,  Lewis  How- 
ard, Anne  Nagel,  Richard  Lane,  Jeanne  Kelly, 
Shemp  Howard.  Director:  Edward  F.  Cline.  Pro- 
ducer: Ken  Goldsmith.  Original:  Hal  Hudson, 

Jan.  24  Otis  Garrett.  Screenplay:  Alex  Gottlieb. 

(Completed) 


Jan.  17 


WARNER-FN 

.Jinx  W’onian — Brenda  Marshall,  Jeffrey  Lynn.  Di- 
rector: Jean  Negulesco.  Producer;  Harlan  Thomp- 
son. Original:  Laird  Doyle.  Screenplay:  Allen  Riv- 
kin,  M.  Coates  Webster.  (Startidg) 

Sea  Wolf,  The — Edward  G.  Robinson,  Ida  Lupino, 
Alan  Hale,  John  Garfield.  Director;  Michael 
Curtiz.  Producer:  Henry  Blanke.  Original:  Jack 
London.  Screenplay:  Robert  Rossen,  Guy  Endore. 

(Starting) 
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AN  INTERPRETATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  OPINIONS  DEDUCED  FROM 
THE  LANGUAGE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  PAPER  REVIEWS. 


The  plus  and  minus  signs  indicate  the  degree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Where  our  compiler  is  unable  to  form 
any  opinion  from  the  review  the  sign  “o”  is  used.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review.  This  department  serves  also  as  an 
Alphabetical  Index  to  feature  releases.  Listings  cover  reviews  apijearing  by  the  Saturday  preceding  date  of  this  issue. 
It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  from  week  to  week.  The  meaning  of  the  various  signs  and  their  combinations  is  as  follows; 


H Very  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  -i- Mediocre;  — Poor;  — Very  Poor 

In  the  summary  fl-  Is  rated  as  2 pluses;  =;  as  2 minuses. 


Title  Distr. 

V 

0 

Harrison’s 

Reports 

Variety 

Showmen’s 
Trade  Rev. 

FUm  Daily 

M.  P.  Daily 

Hollywood 

Reporter 

Holly^vood 

Variety 

Summary 

A 

All  This,  and  Heaven  Too  (TN) 

ff 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16-4 

Always  a Bride  (WB) 

Andy  Hardy  Meets 

— 

+ 

5-f  6— 

Debutante  (M-G-M)  

-1- 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14-4 

Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col)  . . 

di 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

10-f  2— 

Ape,  The  (Mono) 

+ 

— 

— 

+ 

+ 

0 

+ 

+ 

5-4  2— 

Argentine  Nights  (Univ) 

dt 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-4  2— 

Arise  My  Love  (Para) 

■H- 

+4 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

Arizona  (Col)  

-H- 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13+ 

Arizona  Frontier  (Rep) 

+ 

di 

3-4  3— 

B 

Bank  Dick,  The  (Univ) 

+ 

1+ 

Barnyard  Follies  (Kep) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+ 

Before  I Hang  (Coi) 
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4- 

84-  3— 

W 

Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox)  . . 

±: 

- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

64-  4- 

Wagon  Train  (RKO)  

+ 

4- 

0 

+ 

.4- 

6-1-  1- 

Wagons  Westward  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

— 

74-  3- 

Q 

Way  of  All  Flesh  (Para) 

it 

— 

— 

— 

54-  8— 

Quarterbaek,  The  (Para) 

±: 

+ 

4- 

4- 

8-f  6— 

We  Who  Are  Young  (M-G-M) . 

ff 

ff 

4- 

4- 

104-  4— 

Queen  of  Destiny  (RKO) 

ff 

ff 

44- 

West  of  Abilene  (Col) 

4- 

4- 

44-  2- 

Queen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono)  . . . 

+ 

+ 

o 

4- 

4- 

6-f  2— 

Westerner,  The  (UA) 

4- 

4- 

# 

ff 

ff 

ff 

4- 

124-  1— 

When  the  Daltons  Rode  (Univ) 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

f4 

164- 

R 

W’ho  Is  Guilty?  (Mono) 

— 

4-f-  6— 

Ragtime  Cowboy  Joe  (Univ) . . 

+ 

+ 

4- 

64-  2- 

Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie? 

Rainbow  Over  the  Rancre 

(Rep)  

4- 

4- 

it 

4- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

84-  1- 

(Mono)  

-4- 



4- 

-+- 

-H 

74-  5— 





-t- 

— 

— 

44-  8— 

Ramparts  We  IVatch  (RKO) . . 

O 

4- 

ff 

+ 

it 

ff 

+ 

»-j-  3— 

World  In  Flames  (Para) 

4- 

ff 

4- 

ff 

4- 

4- 

84- 

Range  Busters  (Mono) 

++ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

4- 

+ 

84-  1- 

IVyoming  (M-G-M)  

4- 

+ 

4- 

4- 

ff 

4- 

4- 

9-^  1- 

Banger  and  the  Lady  (Rep) . . . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4-f  1- 

Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para) .... 

+ 

++ 

ff 

ff 

4- 

ff 

ff 

13-f  1— 

Y 

Remedy  for  Riches  (RKO) .... 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

+ 

4- 

7-f  1- 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (26th-Fox) 

4- 

± 

it 

it 

4- 

64-  4— 

Return  of  Frank  James  (20-F'ox) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

4- 

114-  1- 

Young  BUI  Hichok  (Kep).-.... 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6-1-  2- 

Rhythm  on  the  River  (Para) . . 

+ 

++ 

++ 

ff 

ff 

ff 

f4 

13-f 

You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO) 

ff 

ff 

ff 

4- 

4f 

ff 

ff 

f4 

16-t- 

Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep) . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

4- 

ff 

74- 

Young  People  (20tb-Fox) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

ff 

ff 

4- 

4- 

4- 

104- 

River’s  Bnd  (WB) 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4- 

o 

4- 

64-  2- 

You're  Not  So  Tough  (Univ)  . ... 

± 

— 

4- 

0 

4- 

4- 

e-f-  4- 

Youth  Will  Be  Served 

S 

(20th-rox)  

zt 

dz 

4- 

4- 

— 

4- 

74-  6- 

Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ) . . 

+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

4- 

4- 

6-f  1- 

Yukon  Flight  (Mono) 

+ 

+ 

34-  1- 

132 


BOXOrnCE  ::  December  7,  1940 


Numeral  is  production  number.  Kuniiingr  time  follows  title,  llrst  date  is  national 
release,  second  the  date  of  review  in  BOXOFFICB;  both  1940  unless  otherwise 
specified.  The  symbol  between  the  dates  is  rating  from  the  BOXOFFICE  review; 
ff  Very  good,  + Good,  ± Fair,  qz  Mediocre,  — Poor,  = Very  Poor,  ^ 
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Indicates  short 


Sltott5  ^katt 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Kat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Kev’d 


Columbia 


1438 

1437 


ALE-STAR  COMEDIES 

Blondes  and  Blunders  (10).  11-39 

143.'5.  .Boobs  in  the  Woods  (17)..  .5-31 

Bundle  of  Bliss,  A (18).. 11-  1 

Cold  Turkey  (16) 10-18 

Fireman  Save  My  Choo- 

Choo  (18)  8-  9 

His  Bridal  Fright  (16)  ...  7-13 

His  Ex  Marks  the  Spot 

(..)  13-13 

3421.  .Pleased  to  Mitt  You  (18)..  9-  6 

1431..  5.inny  the  Moodier  (16%)  9-  8 

1434..  50.th  of  the  Boudoir  (18).  5-17 

3433..  5.ook  Speaks,  The  (18)...  9-30 

1436..  Taming  of  the  Snood  (16).  6-28 
9437.  .Trouble  Finds  Andy 

Clyde  (18)  7-28 

CINESCOPES 

2973.  .Floating  Elephants  (8)...  10-  4 

3971..  Hobby  Lobby  (11) 8-30 

3973 . . Industrial  Green  Island 

(10)  

Nice  Work  If  You 

Can  Do  It  (9)  

1975..  0.d  Vacations  (OVa)  ■ • • 

Unique  Industry  (..) 13-19 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

A Helping  Paw  (7) 1-  7 

1510..  Egg  Hunt,  The  OVz) 5-31 

2.502..  ©Mr.  Elephant  Goes  to 

Town  (7%)  10-  4 

3501 ..  Tangled  Television  (7%)..  8-30 

1513..  Timid  Pup,  The  (8) 8-  1 

Wise  Owl  (7) 12-  6 

1511..  Ye  Olde  Swap  Shoppe  (IVa)  6-28 

COLUMBIA  TOURS 
Beautiful  British  Colum- 
bia (..)  12-30 

.Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 
la  Varre  Productions) 


= 7-32 


+ 8-31 


+ 


6-15 

10-19 


10-19 

9-31 


9-20 


.11-  8 

. 6-16 


+ 11-23 


= 6-15 


+ 


10-19 

8-31 


3551 

1.558 


20TH  ANNIVERSARY  SNAPSHOTS 

28.51.  .No.  1 (10)  9-6  

3852.  .No.  2 (10)  10-13  

2853.  .No.  3 (.  .)  11-22  

2854.  .No.  4 (.  .)  12-37  

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
Series  3 

1904..  No.  4 (Social  Security) 

(10)  5-10  6-15 

1905..  No.  6 (The  Archives)  (11).  7-  4 -)-  8-3 

1906..  No.  6 (Our  Nat’l  Defense) 

(10)  8-30  

Series  3 

2901..  No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10) 10-25  

2902.  .No.  2 (U.  S.  Military  Acad- 

emy) (Special)  (..)....  11-38  .... 

2903.  .No.  3 (U.  S.  Naval  Acad- 

emy) (Special)  (..) 12-20  .... 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayei 

CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

P-  5.. Buyers  Beware  (20) 8-17  9-7 

P-201 .. gsEyes  of  the  Navy  (20).  10-26  4+  10-36 

P-  6.. Soak  the  Old  (30) 8-24  ± 9-38 

P-815.. Think  First  (31) 9-9  

P-  4.. Women  In  Hiding  (22) 6-22  ± 7-6 

FITZPATRICK  TKAVELTALKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

T-214.  .Beautiful  Bali  (9) 11-23  

T-211 . . Capitol  City,  Tlie — W'ash- 

ington,  D.  C.  (9) 9-7+1  9-7 

T-213.  .Cavalcade  of  San  Fran- 
cisco (9)  9-28  q;  9-28 

T-  61.. Modern  New  Orleans  (8).  5-11  ip  6-23 

T-313..0ld  New  Mexico  (10) 10-36  -f-  11-9 

T-  62.. Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9) 6-8  qz  6-8 

MINIATCKES 

Rodeo  Dough  (10)  (Sepia)  10-  9 .... 

M-79.  .Servants  ot  Mankind  (9)..  5-11  -f-  6-8 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

(Technicolor) 

W-  90.  .Bookworm  Turns,  The 


.In  the  Land  of  Pagodas 

(9)  

Islands  of  the  West 

Indies  (10)  

2553..  01.  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (9)  

1557.  .Pleasure  bound  in  Canada 

(9)  

2552..  5.voy  in  the  Alps  (La 

Varre  Productions)  (10) . 9-13 

Sojourn  in  Havana 

(LaVarre  Prod.)  (9)....  11-35 
COMMUNITY  SING 
1656.  .No.  6 (Medley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28 

2651 . .No.  1.  . (Jolly  Tunes — D. 

Baker  (10)  10-  3 

2653.  .No.  2. . (Popular  Songs — D. 

Baker  (10)  11-  8 

2653.  .No.  3.  . (Melodies  That  Lin- 
ger—D.  Baker)  (10) 13-13 

FABLES  CARTOONS 

1 754 ..  Barnyard  Babies  (7%)....  6-14 
2751.  .Farmer  Tom  Thumb  (6)..  9-27 

2753..  Mouse  Meets  Lion  (6) 10-35 

Paunch  ’n’  Judy  (..) 12-13 

1755..  Pooch  Parade  (6) 7-19 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 

1705..  Fish  Follies  (6) 5-10 

Happy  Holidays  (6) 10-35 

1706..  News  Oddities  (6) 7-19 

1756..  Peep  in  the  Deep,  A (OVi)  8-23 

1707 ..  School  Boy  Dreams  (5)...  9-24 
Tom.  Thumb’s  Brother 

(..)  1-11 

Wallflower,  The  ( . . ) 11-39 

QUIZ  KEELS 

Take  It  or  Leave  It  (..)..  11-23 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 


8-16  

(8)  '.... 

7-20 

-h 

8-31 

W-  94.  .Gallopin’  Gals  (8).. 

10-26 

+ 

11-  9 

6-14  

AV-  89..MUky  AVay,  The  (8) 

6-22 

+ 

7-  6 

10-35  ++  11-33 

AV-  92.. Papa  Gets  the  Bird 

(8)... 

9-  7 

9-38 

W-  91.  .Koineo  in  Rhythm  (8).... 

8-10 

9-  7 

9-37  

AV-  87.. Swing  Social  (8) 

AV-88..Tom  Turkey  (7) 

6-  8 

5-17  

M-G-M  NEAVS  OF 

THE 

DAY 

Released  Twice 

AA'eekl.v 

++  10-33 


11-33 


OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 
C-1.38.  .Bubbling  Troubles  (11)...  5-25 

C-293..Goin’  Fishin’  (10) 10-26 

C-291..Good  Bad  Boys  (11) 9-  7 

C-294.  .Kiddie  Kure  (11) 11-23 

C-137..NCW  Pupil.  The  (11) 4-27 

C-293.  .Waldo’s  Last  Stand  (11)..  10-  6 
PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

American  Spoken  Here 

(Sepia)  11-30 

K-136.  .Baron  and  the  Rose,  The 


-I- 


7-  6 
11-  9 
9-  7 


= 4-27 


(11)  

9-  7 

++ 

9-28 

Dreams  (10)  

11-16 

+ 

10-19 

K-127.  .Utopia  of  Death  (10) 

K-124..AVay  in  the  AA'ilderness, 

10-12 

li-  9 

A (10)  (Sepia) 

6-33 

+ 

7-  6 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

S-110..Cat  College  (9)  (Sepia).. 

6-29 

S-113.  .Football  Thrills  of  1939  (10) 

9-31 

++ 

9-38 

S-112.  .Please  Answer  (9) 

S-361 . . Qulcker’n  a Wink  (Sepia) 

8-34 

++ 

9-  7 

-1- 

8-31 

(9)  

10-12 

+ 

10-19 

S-108.. Spots  Before  Your  Eyes 

(10)  

6-  4 

+ 

6-  8 

S-109.  .What’s  Your  I.  Q.?  No.  2 

(9)  

6-10 

7-  6 

SPECIAL 

X-151 . . (^^Flag  Speaks,  Th©  (19) 

6-14 

++ 

5-  4 

1857 

1858 

1859 

1860 


6-  3 


1809 

38(ii 

1808 

1807 

2401 

1408 

2403 

1407 


..No.  7 (10) 

Wardrobe  Designers. 

.No.  8 (10) 

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

..No.  9 (10) 

Ken  Murray. 

■ No.  10  (9) 

Jack  Oakle. 

..No.  1 (10) 

..No.  3 ( 9) 10-18 

Smiley  Burnette. 

SPECIAL  (HAPPY-HOUR) 

. .Fuss  in  Boots  (reissue) 

(40)  

SPORT  REELS 

. .Ali  the  Giant  Killer  (..)..  13-27 

..Canvas  Capers  (11) 7-19 

..Hunting  Wild  Deer  (9)...  11-23 
..Master  of  Cue  With  Willie 

Hoppe  (9)  

..Saving  Strokes  With  Sam 

Snead  (10)  6-38 

..Sport  of  Kings  (10) 5-24 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
. .From  Nurse  to  Worse  (16)  8-33 

..How  High  Is  Up  (16) 7-16 

. .No  Census,  No  Feeling  (16)  10-  4 
..Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14 


Paramount 


8-31 

li-33 


6-  7 

7- 10 


8-10  ± 
9-  6 


.11-21 


9-20  + 10-19 


± 7-6 


HO-1 

HO-3 

HO-2 


C9-4. 

C9-5. 

C9-6. 


-I- 


8-31 
8-  3 


ANIMATED  ANTICS 

.Dandy  Lion,  The  (7) 9-80 

.Mommy  Loves  Puppy  (7). 11-29 
.Sneak,  Snoop  & Snitch  (7)  10-25 
COLOR  CLASSICS 
(In  Technicolor) 

.Kick  in  'Time,  A (7) 5-17 

.Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7)...  7-19 
.You  Can’t  Shoe  a Horse- 
fly (7)  8-»3 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 
K9-7 .. Pacific  Paradise  (10)..  . 6-21 

FASCINATING  JOURNEYS 
(Technicolor) 

^Kiver  Thames — Yester- 
day (10)  11-  8 

GABBY  CARTOONS 

GO-  3 . . Constable,  The  (7) 11-15 

GO-  l..King  for  a Day  (7) 10-18 

HEADLINER 

A9-  9.  .Blue  Barron  and  His 

Orchestra  (10)  6-31 

AO-  3.. Listen  to  Larry  (10) 10-25 

AO-  1.. ^Moments  of  Charm  of 

1941  (10)  9-13 


-I- 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


A9-10.. Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch. 

(11)  7-19  + 8-31 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 
Released  Twice  AVeekly. 
PAKAGKAPHICS 


V9-  9.. Dangerous  Dollars  (11).. 

. 6-28 

VO-  1.. Nature’s  Nursery  (10)... 
V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

.10-11 

-4- 

10-26 

No.  3 (11) 

. 9-  9 

-4- 

8-24 

V9-  8.  .©Television  Preview  (10).  5-17 
(Lanny  Koss-Ted  Husing) 
I'OPEYE  CARTOONS 
E9-10.. Doing  Inipossikible  Stunts 

5-18 

(7)  

. 8-  2 

+ 

8-17 

E9-  9.  .Fightin’  Pals  (8) 

E8-ll..It’s  the  Natural  Thing  to 

. 7-12 

++ 

8-17 

Do  (7)  

. 7-38 

8-26 

EO-  2.. My  Pop,  My  Pop  (7).... 

.10-18 

10-26 

K9-  8..Nnrse  Mates  (7)  

. 6-21 

E9-  6.. Onion  Pacific  (7) 

EO-  l..Popeye  Meets  William 

. 5-24 

-I- 

6-23 

Tell  (7)  

. 9-20 

++ 

10-  5 

E9-12.  .Puttin’  on  the  Act  (7).. 
E9-11.  .Wininiin*  Hadn’t  Oughta 

. 8-30 

•+- 

8-24 

Drive  (7)  

. 8-16 

-1- 

8-24 

J9-5. 

J9-6. 

JO-1. 

JO-3. 


RO-  1. 
KO-  3. 
KO-  2. 

K9-13. 

B9-  5. 

B9-  9. 
B9-  3. 
B9-11 
B9-10. 

B9-  6. 
B9-  4 

B9-  8, 

B9-13 . 


L9-5 . 
1,9-6. 
LO-1, 


8-30 

6-14 


5-16 


04,105. 

04,107. 

04.103. 

04,109. 

04.114 

04,113 


04,106. 

04,112 


POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

.(10)  

.(11)  

.(11)  9-6 

(10) 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

.Diving  Demons  (10) 9- 

.Motorcycle  Stunting  (10) 
.Sporting  Everglades,  The 

(10)  

.Sink  or  Swim  (10) 

STONE  AGE  CARTOONS 
.Foul  Ball  Player,  The 

(7)  

• Fulla  Bluff  Man,  The 

.Granite  Hotel  (7) 

.Pedagogical  Institution  (7)  9-13 
.Springtime  in  the  Rock- 

age  (7)  

.Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 

.Wa.v  Back  When  a Night 
Club  AVas  a Stick  (7) . . 

.AA'a.v  Back  AVhen  a Kazz- 
berr.v  AVas  a Fruit  (7) . 

.AVay  Back  AVhen  AVomen 
Had  Their  AVeigh  (7) . . 
UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

(10)  5-31 

(11)  8-2 

(11) 9-  7 

RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

.Big  Hearted  Pluto  (..)...  1-24 
.Billposters  (8) 

.Bone  Trouble  (9) 6-28 

.Donald’s  Dog  T,aundry  (8)  6-  5 
.Donald’s  Vacation  (8)...  8-  9 

.Fire  Chief  (..) 11-33 

.Gone  AVith  the  AVhirlwind 

(..)  

.Goofy’s  Glider  (8) 

.Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8). 

.Mr.  Mouse  4'altes  a Trip 

(8) 


. 5-  3 

-1- 

6-  4 

. 6-28 

. 9-  0 

+ 

10^  6 

11- 1 

OKT- 

. 9-  6 

■H- 

10-  5 

.11-  8 

+ 

11-23 

.10-  4 

++ 

11-  9 

. 7-13 

INS 

6-22 

. 8-  9 

8 24 

. 4-26 

5-18 

I 9-13 

7-26  + 8-17 


9-37 


.No.  5 
.No.  6 
.No.  1 


5-18 
8-17 
10-  5 


5-17  -I-  5-25 


-|- 

-H- 


6-25 

8-10 


.11-1  

.11-1  

.6-7  

11-  1 -f-  11-23 


Pantry 

Pirate  (. 

.) 

1-  3 

(VI, 110.  .Pluto’s 

Dream  House  (8) . 

8-30 

-+- 

9-21 

04,108.  .I*nt-Pnt 

Trouble 

(7) 

7-19 

0I„104.  .Tugboat 

Micke.v 

(7) 

4-26 

-4- 

5-2.5 

04,111.  .Window 

Cleaners 

(8) 

9-30 

10-36 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 
03,40-1.  .Mutiny  in  the  County  (17)  5-3  .... 

13, 401.. Sunk  by  the  Census  (18).  9-6  ± 9-21 

03,40.5.  .’Taint  Legal  (16) 6-24 

04,403.  .Trailer  Tragedy  (17) 10-18  -+-  11-  9 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 


10-  5 

03.704.  .Bested  by  a Beard  (20)... 

7-26 

13.701., He  Asked  for  It  (18) 

9-27 

9-21 

11-23 

13,702.  .Tattle  Talevision  (19) 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

11-29 

6-18 

03,110  . No.  10  (19) 

The  Philippines. 

6-10 

+ 

6-18 

8-31 

03, 111.. No.  11  (18) - 

The  U.  S.  Navy. 

6-  7 

+ 

6-22 

8-34 

03,112.. No.  13  (17) 

Spoils  of  Conquest. 

8-  2 

+ 

8-10 

03,113..  y No.  13  (20) 

Gateways  to  Panama. 

8-24 

+f 

8-31 

13.101..  No.  1 (19) 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 

9-13 

-H 

9-21 

11-23 

13,103.. No.  3 (18) 

Britain’s  R.  A.  F. 

,10-  4 

10-19 

11-23 

10-26 

13.103..  No.  3 (19) 

Mexico,  Good  Neighbor’s 
Dilemma, 

13.104..  No.  4 (19) 

Arms  and  the  men. 

10- 35 

11- 32 

10-26 

6-22 

PATHE  INFORMATION  1 

PIJUASE 

6-23 

10-26 

04,210.. No.  10  (11) 

6-17 

++ 

04,311.. No.  11  (10) 

6-14 

H- 

6-15 

10-  6 

04,212..  y No.  12  (13) 

7-18 

■H- 

7-13 
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December  7,  1940 


Title 


Bel.  Bat- 
Date  ing:  Bev’d 


WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


l*rod. 

Xo. 


zi) 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBEB  26 
Movietone  Xews,  Jfo.  23 
British  attack  Frencli  fleet  at  Oran;  Greco- 
Italian  war;  Japanese  bombard  Burma  Road;  foot- 
ball. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  221 
British  navy  attacks  French  at  Oran;  Lord 
Lothian  reports  on  war;  Greco-Italian  war;  toy 
displays  for  Christmas  shoppers;  football. 

Paramount  News,  No.  26 
Greco-Italian  war;  girl  football  star  in  Alabama 
school;  Lord  Lothian  reports  on  war;  football. 
BKO  Pathe  News,  No.  26 
Greco-Italian  war;  London  after  night  raids; 
Lord  Lothian  reports  on  war;  Thanksgiving  pa- 
rade in  New  York;  sell  Maryland  town  at  auc- 
tion; football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  931 
Greco-Italian  war;  London  surveys  bomb  dam- 
age; Americans  quit  Shanghai;  display  new  army 
plane  at  St.  Louis;  first  New  York  draftees;  Ala- 
bama has  female  football  star;  football. 

THUBSDAY,  NOVEJIBEB  28 
Movietone  News,  No.  24 

Movietone  News  All-American  football  team  se- 
lections; blizzard  in  Chicago;  navy  tries  out  new 
torpedo  boats  in  New  York;  army  detachment  sails 
for  Alaska,  from  Seattle;  American  firemen  ob- 


serve London  smoke-eaters  at  work;  British  film 
industry  carries  on  providing  entertainment:  Lon- 
doners resort  to  hitch-hiking  to  get  around;  cruise 
fashions. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  222 
Life  goes  on  in  London;  draftees  parade  to 
training  camps;  navy  tests  small  torpedo  boats; 
women  reduce  for  1941  clothes:  selection  of  All- 
American  football  players. 

Paramount  News,  No.  27 
Troops  sail  for  Alaska;  press  agents  prepare  tor 
winter  season  in  Florida  with  bathing-suited  girls 
and  portable  photographic  props;  strike  settled 
at  Vultee  plant  on  coast;  CIO  changes  presi- 
dents— Murray  In,  Lewis  out;  Georgia  congressman 
denounces  labor,  calls  strikes  "sabotage  and  trea- 
son;" selection  of  All-American  football  team  by 
Bill  Slater. 

BKO  Pathe  News,  No.  27 

Japanese  bomb  Burma  Road;  "mosquito"  boats 
join  navy;  explore  Endless  Caverns  in  Virginia; 
troops  sail  for  Alaska;  rolling  school  brings  learn- 
ing to  Florida  ranchers;  basketball;  football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  932 
Troops  off  to  Alaska;  ski  troops  maneuver  on 
Mt.  Rainier;  launch  two  new  destroyers:  navy 
tests  "mosquito”  boats;  pre-Christmas  displays; 
fire  dog  has  litter;  hotel  exposition;  basketball; 
walking  race. 


Prod. 

No. 

'Title 

Rel. 

Date 

Kat- 

inff 

Rev’d 

04.213..  No.  13 

(11) 

H-  0 

4- 

8-10 

14. 201..  No.  1 

(11) 

9-16 

-f- 

9-21 

14,202..  No.  2 

(10) 

10-  4 

+ 

10-26 

14,203.. No.  3 

(10) 

11-  1 

11-23 

Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Bel.  Bat- 
Date  ing  Key’d 


PATHE  NEWS 
(Released  Twice  Weekly) 
RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 
03,205.  .Goodness,  a Ghost  (16)...  7-  6 

Marriage-Go-Bound  (18)  . . 7-28 

PATHE  SPOBTSCOPE 


04,312.  .Arrow  Points  (8) 

. 7-  5 

9-21 

04,309.  .Court  Favorites  (8) 

. 5-12 

+ 

4-27 

04,308.  .Fly casting  (9)  

. 5-15 

-1- 

4-13 

04,311 ..  l^Hurdle  Hoppers  (9)..., 

. 6-  7 

14,302.  .Kentucky  Royalty  (9)... 

. 9-27 

+ 

10-26 

14,301 ..  Quail  Quest  (9) 

. 8-30 

+ 

9-21 

04,310.  .Silent  Wings  (9) 

. 5-10 

4- 

6-22 

11-22 

04,011 .. Streamlined  (9)  

. 6-21 

.10-25 

-1- 

11-23 

04,313.  .Trouble  Shooter  (9) 

. 8-  2 

-h 

9-21 

PICTURE  PEOPLE 

14,401..  No.  1 (10) 

9-13 

9-21 

14,402.. No.  2 (9) 

.10-11 

10-26 

14,403.. No.  3 (10) 

11-  8 

-f 

11-23 

RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 

(New  Series) 

13, 501..  Bar  Buckaroos  (16) 

.11-  8 

o 

11-23 

03,504 . .(’orrallingr  a Schoolinarm 

(20)  

6-14 

-1- 

8-10 

REELISMS 

(New  Series) 

04,613.  .Hats  (9)  

. 8-16 

Oi, 610.  .Stray  l>aiub  (8) 

. 5-24 

-h 

6-15 

01,61 1 . .streamlined  (9)  

. 8-10 

8-10 

04,61 2 . Week  End  (9) 

. 7-19 

(7)  8-9  »-l'J 

0.559.  Catiiii)  Capers  (7) 6-31  6-22 

1501 . . Club  Life  in  the  Stone 

Age  (7)  8-23  

1503..  Happy  Haunting  Grounds 

(7)  10-18  

1553 . . How  Wet  Was  My  Ocean 

(7)  10-4  o 10-19 

0517..  Love  in  a Cottage  (7) 7-28  

1554 ..  Landing  of  the  Pilgrims 

(7)  11-1 

1552..  Lucky  Duck,  The  (7) 9-6  

1504. Magic  Pencil,  The  (7)... 11-15  

0514 ..  Professor  Offke.vski  (7)....  6-14  ± 6-8 

1555..  ©Plane  Goofy  (7) 11-29  

051.5.  . Rover’s  Rescue  (7) 6-28  .... 

0516  . Rupert  the  Bunt  (7) 7-12  

051.5.  . Swiss  Ski  Yodelers  (7) 5-17  -f  0-8 

1505..  5.ow  Man,  'The  (7) 12-13  .... 

1502 . . Tonchdotvn  Demons  (7)-..  9-20  ± 10-19 

1556.  .©Temperamental  Lion,  The 

(7)  12-27  

Universal 

LANTZ  CARTUNES 
(Technicolor) 

5241.  .Crazyhouse  (71/2)  9-23  

5243.  .Knock-Knock  (7)  11-25  .... 

5242.  .tJsBecruiting  Da/.e  (6)....  10-28  11-  9 

GOINCi  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  McNAMEE 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS  CAMERAMAN 
0201 . . CoiKpiering  the  Colorado 

(11)  8-18  ff  8-19 

1201.  .y  Midget  Motor  Mania 


SPECIAL  TWO  BEELERS 


(10)  .. 

■1+ 

10-19 

5110. 

.Swing 

With  Bing  (19) 

9-4 

± 

8-  3 

0204. .Sanctuary 

of  the  Seals  (9)  6-  7 

6-22 

stranger  than 

FICTION 

BELIEVE 

IT  OR  NOT— RIPLEY 

4381. 

.No.  76 

(9) 

5-6 

+ 

6-11 

1601 . .Acquitted  by  the  Sea  (10)  9-27 

+f 

10-19 

4382. 

.No.  77 

(9) 

5-20 

+ 

6-22 

ED  THORGERSEN— SPORTS 

4383. 

.No.  78 

(9) 

+ 

6-22 

0306 . . A<*tioii  on 

Ice  (9) 7-19 

4384. 

.No.  79 

(9) 

7-  8 

+ 

7-27 

1303.  .Bowling  for  StrUres  (10).. 12-20 

+ 

10-19 

4385 . 

.No.  80 

(9) 

-1- 

7-27 

1302.. Lure  of  the  Trout  (9) 10-11 

6371. 

.No.  81 

(9) 

+ 

9-21 

1301 . .©Vacation 

Time  in  Florida 

5372. 

.No.  82 

(9) 

10-  7 

(8)  ... 

8-10 

8-17 

6373. 

.No.  83 

(8) 

11-  4 

FATHER 

HUBBARD’S  AI.ASKAN 

5374. 

.No.  84 

(9) 

12-  2 

ADVENTURES 

5375. 

.No.  85 

(9) 

1-1 

0107 . .Climbing:  the  Spirit’s  Home 

5376. 

.No.  86 

(9) 

(10) 


5-10  -t- 


1101..  Eskimo  Trails  (10) 8-  2 -j- 

1103.  .Isle  of  Mystery  (10) 10-26 

FASHIONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

0603 ..  Fashion  Forecasts  No.  7 

(8)  6-21 

0604.  . Fashion  Forecasts  No.  8 

(8)  6-21 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 
LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE  PUSS 
PARADE 

0404.  .Cheerio  My  Dears  (9)....  7-  5 

1401.  .Grunters  and  Groaners  (8).  8-30  -|- 

1402.  .'Tale  of  Butch  the  Parrot, 

The  (. .)  12-6 

I.OWEI.L  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 
1102.  .©Florida,  l.and  of  Flowers 

(9)  9-13  ± 

10]  8..  Isle  of  the  East  (9) 5-24  -)- 

1104.  .Old  Dominion  State  (10). 11-22 

TERRY-TOONS 

1551..  ©Billy  Mouse’s  Akwakade 


3-30 

8-17 


8-17 


8-17 
6-  8 


TWO  REEL  MUSICALS 

Class  in  Swing  (17) 9-11 

Congamania  (17)  10-16 

Jose  Cansino  Dancers, 

Eddie  Durant  & Orch. 

4231 . .Hawaiian  Rhythm  (17).. 

Harry  Owens  and  His 
Royal  Hawaiians. 

4233 . . 1 Dream  of  Jeanie  tVith  the 

Ijght  Brown  Hair  (17)  . 8-28 
March  of  Freedom  (21) ...  9-6 
Naughty  Nineties  (18)....  6-17 
Swingin’  in  the  Bam  (19)  . 6-16 
Texas  Jim  Lewis  and 
His  Band. 

Tickled  Pinky  (..) 12-25 

Pinky  Tomlin,  Martha  Til- 
ton and  the  Pickard  Family. 

'Torrid  Tempos  (18) 11-27 

Varsity  Vanities  (17Vi)...  8-  7 
Six  Hits  and  a Miss, 

Martha  Tlltnn. 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 


5221. 

5223. 


4110 

4230 

4229 


7-17  -I- 


7-27 


m 9-21 


Vitaphone 


6202 

6201 

5108 
4008 

5109 

5110 


BROADWAY  BREVITIES 
Ed  Sullivan’s  Hollywood 

(20)  11-16 

..Just  a Cute  liid  (20) 10-  5 

. Ihiblic  Jitterbug  No.  1 (19)  5-  4 
..Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride  (20)..  9-  9 
• liSpills  for  Thrills  (19)..  6-15 
..Young  America  Flies  (20).  8-  3 
THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 


-H- 


8-  3 


5U0.. Famous  Movie  Bogfs  (10). 

. 7-27 

-1- 

8-17 

5407..  Gun  Dog’s  Life  (10) 

5408 . . Mechanix  Illustrated 

. 5-11 

-1- 

5-18 

No.  4 (10)  

. 6-29 

-f 

6-15 

5410.  .Movie  Dog:  Stars  (10)... 

. 8-17 

5409.  .Valley,  'The  (8)  

. 7-20 

7-  6 

ELSA  MAXWELL’S  BLUE  RIBBON 
C0.5IEDIES 

6101. Riding  Into  Society  (19)..  9-7  ± 8-31 

HOLLYWOOD  NOVELTY 

6301.  .Football  Thrills  (10) 9-28  -|-  8-31 

6303.  .Mexican  Jumping  Beans 

(10)  12-  7 

6302..  Shark  Hunting  (10) 11-9  

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

6601 ..  Calling  Dr.  Porky  (7) 9-21  .... 

5614 . .Cliewin’  Bruin,  'The  (7)...  6-  8 ± 6-22 

5616.  .Patient  Porky  (7) 8-24  ++  8-24 

5615 . . Pork.v’s  Baseball  Broad- 

cast (7)  7-6  +1  7-6 

6604.  .Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7).. 11-30  

5612 ..  Pork.v’s  Poor  Fish  (7)....  5-18  .... 

6602.  .Prehistoric  Porky  (7) 10-12  + 10-26 

6603..  50.r  Puss  (7) 11-  2 .... 

Timid  Toreador  (7) 12-21  .... 

5613.  .You  Ouglit  to  Be  in 

I’ictures  (7)  .5-18  -f  5-18 

MELODY  MASTERS 

6503  . Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (10).. 11-23  

6502..  Joe  Relchman  & Orch. 

(10)  10-26  

5508.. 1.arry  Clinton  & Orch.  (10)  5-25  .... 

6501.. 51.tty  Malneck  & Band 

(10)  9-14  ff  8-24 

.5.509 . . Ozzie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10).  6-29  +(  7-6 

5510..  Woody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  7-27  

MEKRIE  MELODIES 
(In  ’Technicolor) 

6706.  .Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (7).. 11-23  .... 

5326.  .Ceiling  Hero  (7) 7-6  

5321..  Circus  'Today  (7) 6-22  7-6 

5323..  Egg  Collector  (7) 7-20  

5319 . . Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  5-25  ± 5-18 

5325..  Ghost  Banted  (7) 8-10  

6104  . Good  Night  Elmer  (7) 10-26  

6703.  .Holiday  Highlight  (7) 10-12  11  9 

5322 . . l.ittle  Blabbermouse  (7)..  7-6  (4  8-17 

6701..  Malibu  Beach  Party  (7)..  9-14  ± 9-7 


4.361 . 

• No.  76 

(9) 

-1- 

5-11 

6705 

4362. 

.No.  77 

(9) 

5-27 

+ 

6-22 

5324 . 

4363. 

. No.  78 

(9) 

6-17 

4364. 

.No.  79 

(9) 

+ 

8-  3 

4365 . 

.No.  80 

(9V2) 

6402 

6351. 

.No.  81 

(9) 

9-23 

— 

9-21 

6403 

.5352 . 

• No.  82 

(9) 

10-14 

53.53. 

.No.  83 

(9) 

11-11 

6401 

5354. 

.No.  84 

(..) 

12-23 

5355. 

.No.  86 

(..) 

1-22 

5006 . 

Of  Fox  and  Hounds  (7)  . 12-  7 

Shop,  Look  and  Lisfen 

(7)  12-21 

.5318.  Sniffles  Takes  a Trip  (7).  6-11 

6702.  .Stagefright  (7)  9-28 

5320.. Tom  Thumb  in  'Trouble 

(7)  6-8 

.Wacky  Wild  Life  (7) 11-  9 

Wild  Hare,  A (7) 7-27 

SPORTS  PARADE 
(Color) 

.Dogs  You  Seldom  See  (10).  11-  2 
.Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 


TECHNICOI.OR 
.Cinderella’s  Feller  (20). 

6001..  Flag  of  Humanity  (20). 

6002..  March  on  Marines  (20). 

.5007.. Pony  Express  Days  (20) 

5008.  .Service  With  the  Colors 

(20)  

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 

5706..  All  Girl  Revue  (10) 6-22 

5705..  Radio  and  Relatives  (10)..  6-25 


+ 


11-  9 

6-15 


-I-  8-31 


.11-30 
. 9-21 

10-26 

. 6-  1 

+ 

6-15 

.10-19 

+ 

10-26 

.12-14 
. 7-13 

-1- 

i-'e 

. 8-31 

Serials 


1120 


973 


061 


082 


7-27 


-f  6-8 


7-  6 
6-22 


8-  3 


5681 


COLUMBIA 

. . Deadwood  Dick  7-19 

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, Loriia  Gra.v. 

..Green  Archer,  TThe 10-25  ip  11-  9 

15  Chapters.  Victor  Jory, 

REPUBLIC 

. .Adventures  of  Red  Ryder.  6-15 
Don  “Red”  Barry. 

. . King  of  the  Royal 

Mounted  9-20 

12  Chapters.  Allan  Lane. 

. .Mysterious  Doctor  Satan  12-13 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Wilcox. 
UNIVERSAL 
. .Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24 

15  Chapters.  Warren  Hull. 

. . . Sky  Raiders  4-  8 

12  Chapters. 

. .Junior  G-Men  9-  1 

12  Chapters.  Dead  End 
Kids,  Little  'Tough  Guys. 

..Winners  of  the  W’est 7-  2 

13  Chapters.  Dick  Fo- 
ran,  Anne  Nagel. 


tt 

+ 


8-24 

11-23 


-f  11-  9 


-f  8-3 


qr  5 11 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


(zleatine  -floust 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

FOLLOW  THE  PARADE  FOR  BAR- 
GAINS — Peerless-Preddy  lamps,  soimd 
systems,  300  Heywood  spring-cushion 
chairs,  amplifiers,  speakers,  projectors, 
complete  set  stage  drapes.  Lists  furnished. 
WESTERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COM- 
PANY, Omaha,  Neb. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

BUY  NOTHING — Until  you’ve  compared 
our  prices.  Guaranteed  savings  of  from 
10%  to  40%.  Write  us.  STAR  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CO.,  440  West  45th  St.,  New 
York  City. 

RECTIFIER  BULBS— Fifteen  ampere, 
$5.75;  Fire  Extinguishers,  $2.95;  Projec- 
tor Oil,  gallon,  79c;  Powers  Intermittent 
Lubricant,  29c;  Jensen  Tweeters,  $14.95; 
Dupont  Washable  Soundscreens,  26*/2C 
square  foot.  Theatres  completely  equipped 
cheap.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP., 
NEW  YORK. 

SPECIAL  NOW  TO  DECEMBER  15— 
Two  all  new  projectors,  de  luxe  bases,  rear 
shutter  mechanisms;  18  inch  magazines; 
Lightmaster  simplified  high  intensity  pro- 
jection lamps  and  rectifiers;  Soundmaster 
complete  sound  system,  sound  heads  with 
all  film  travel  on  rotary  surfaces  and  the 
Gyrofilter,  latest  type  amplifier  and  two- 
way  horn  system.  It’s  all  new.  Trade-in 
Price  Complete,  $2,250.00.  Easy  Pay  Plan. 
SCOTT-BALLANTYNE  CO.,  222  No.  16th 
St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80.  Special 
printed  roll  or  machine  tickets,  100,000, 
$14.90;  50,000,  $9.40;  20,000,  $6.10.  Ship- 
ping charges  paid  to  1,000  miles.  Cash 
with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket  Co.,  Dept. 
B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 

WANTED — Practically  new  RCA  sound 
equipment.  Name  model.  Two  Simplex 
machines,  six  or  seven  hundred  cushion 
bottom,  veneer  back  chairs.  Could  use  ex- 
perienced combination  projection-sound 
man.  P.  O.  Box  457,  Brownwood,  Texas. 


THEATRE  CONSTRUCTION— REMODELING 

THEATRE  ARCHITECTS.  30  years  ex- 
perience. Associated  in  every  state.  30- 
35%  savings.  R.  Levine  Co.,  1235  So.  Wa- 
bash Ave.,  Chicago,  III. 

ARTISTIC  PAINTING  AND  DECORAT- 
ING for  theatres.  Sketches-Estimates  sub- 
mitted; anywhere.  H.  Eisman,  630  9th 
Ave.,  Circle  6-6285,  New  York  City. 

BOXOFFICE  : : December  7,  1940 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  unbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

SOUNDHEADS,  $9.95;  Amplifiers,  $9.95; 
Portable  Sound  Projectors,  $59.50;  Cut- 
awl,  $50.00;  Reflector  Arcs,  Rectifiers, 
$24.50;  Powers  Projectors,  $39.50;  Simplex 
Intermittents,  $6.95;  Lenses,  $2.95.  S.O.S. , 
636  Eleventh  Avenue,  New  York. 

FOR  SALE — One  9x12  screen,  good  con- 
dition, $10.00;  1 31/2  feet  square  Air  Dif- 
fuser, $7.50;  2 Simplex  Intermittents, 

$12.50  each;  2 good  3-inch  projection 
lenses,  $7.50  each;  2 Whitelite  shutters, 
like  new,  pair,  $7.50;  2 Simplex  front  shut- 
ters, each  $1.25;  2 Mazda  lamphouses, 
complete  with  900  watt  bulbs,  reflectors 
and  variable  30  volt  transformers,  good 
condition,  $17.50  each.  WALT  THEATRE, 
New  Haven,  Mo. 

MUST  RAISE  CASH.  Our  loss  is  your 
gain.  Rebuilt  Strong  Low  Intensity  Lamps, 
$110.00  per  pair.  Rebuilt  Simplex  Pro- 
jectors, single  bearing  movements,  rear 
shutters,  $315.00  pair.  RCA  Soundheads 
with  motors  and  all  attachments,  $110.00 
per  pair.  Fi-ee  trial.  WESTERN  FILM 
& SUPPLY,  1018  S.  Wabash,  Chicago. 

1,500  USED  SPRING  theatre  seats  for 
sale — 50c  each.  People’s  Theatre,  47th 
and  Ashland,  Chicago,  111. 

FOR  SALE — RCA  sound.  Acme  rectifiers, 
Superior  projectors,  250  chairs.  Ritz  The- 
atre, Council  Groves,  Kas. 

THEATRE  CHAIRS— We  have  them. 
900  exceptionally  good,  late  type  Amer- 
ican, as  is,  $1.25  each;  spring  cushion 
seats.  One  lot  400  spring  cushion  chairs, 
completely  rebuilt,  $1.90  each.  One  lot, 
350  spring  cushion  chairs,  completely  re- 
built, $1.75  each.  1,000  plain  veneer  chairs, 
heavy  duty,  $1.15  each.  BODELSON  & 
COMPANY,  10-38  Jackson  Ave.,  Long  Is- 
land City,  N.  Y. 

TWO  SIMPLEX  MECHANISMS.  Double 
bearing,  rear  shutter,  rebuilt.  B-1304, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

TWO  SIMPLEX  single  bearing  with  low 
intensity  lamps,  rheostats  and  Wagner 
converter,  good  condition,  $500.00.  A.  C. 
Tackett,  Coffeyville,  Kansas. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 

NEW  CATALOG  of  35mm  Roadshow 
Attractions  for  outright  sale  only.  Any 
type  of  picture  you  want  from  $25.00  to 
$300.00.  Sex,  gangster,  horror,  westerns, 
action  pictures.  Like  new  prints.  (Men- 
tion Boxoffice).  BUSSA  FILM  EX- 
CHANGE, FRIENDSHIP,  OHIO. 
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THEATRES  WANTED 

THEATRE  WANTED:  Wisconsin.  Small 
town;  lease  or  buy.  Give  full  details. 
B-1305,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 

BUY  OR  LEASE.  Address:  1805  W. 
15th  St.,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

WANTED:  Theatre  anywhere  in  Amer- 
ica. Send  full  details.  Alice  E.  Pattie, 
Leland,  Miss, 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

THEATRE  at  Spring  Green,  Wis.  Good 
surrounding  farming  community  and 
small  towns.  No  competition.  Purchased 
or  leased.  Ben  B.  Poblocki  and  Sons 
Company,  2159  S.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

THEATRE  FOR  SALE — Good  business. 
1,500  population.  Must  sell  on  account  of 
ocher  business.  Frank  Dyson,  Box  21, 
Stanton,  Tex. 

250  SEAT  HOUSE.  1,600  population. 
New  Mexico.  B-1303,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

FOR  SALE — Modei’n  small  town  thea- 
tre. 200  seats,  new  sound  and  projector 
equipment.  Building  just  remodeled.  Other 
business.  F.  C.  Hensley,  Pomona,  Kas. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

LIVE  WIRE  COMBINATION  MAN. 
Manager,  signs,  exploitation,  projectionist; 
desires  change.  20  years  experience;  39, 
married.  West.  B-1309,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

OPERATOR;  Nine  years  experience. 
Three  in  family,  age  34,  unemployed.  Don 
Schroder,  902  So.  Wilson  St.,  Port  Scott, 
Kas.  _ 

EXPERIENCED  FILM  salesman,  booker. 
A.  W.  Day,  1637  W.  59th  St.,  Los  Angeles. 

THEATRE  MANAGER.  Thoroughly  fa- 
miliar all  details  theatre  management, 
exploitation,  tie-ups,  publicity.  Positive 
producer.  Married.  Lodge  affiliations. 
Masons,  Elks.  References,  the  best.  Will 
go  anywhere.  VERNON  REAVER,  River- 
head,  N.  Y. 

COMBINATION  PROJECTIONIST  and 
sound  repairman,  wants  to  make  progres- 
sive change.  Six  years  projectionist — 14 
years  radio  and  sound  service  man.  C.  E. 
Powers,  Box  517,  Bennettsville,  S.  C. 

PROJECTIONIST  desires  change. 
Available  on  two  weeks  notice.  38,  single, 
reliable,  references.  Years  of  experience 
in  Indiana,  Florida,  New  Mexico,  but  go 
anywhere.  Don  F.  White,  Plaza  Hotel, 
Roswell,  N.  M. 


HELP  WANTED 

WANTED — Experienced  assistant  man- 
ager to  specialize  in  exploiting  and  art 
work.  State  experience  and  salary.  B-1302, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


• Address  e«i)j-  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  X'iiitli  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  .Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 


LOUIS  NIZER,  distinguished 
attorney  and  toastmaster  to  the 
great,  has  written  a unique 
book^filled  with  exciting  anec- 
dotes, brilliant  witticisms  and 
profound  learning. 


I am  sure  iKe  four-lane  road 
densely  populated  kingdom  known 
paved  in  after-dinner  speeches.  LOUIS 
an  outstanding  exception.  His  is  a genius  for 
kind  of  brilliant  interpretation  that  is  exemplified 
over  and  over  again  in  THINKING  ON  YOUR 


FEET. 


Fannie  Hurst 


THINKING  ON  YOUR  FEET  is  an  extraor- 
dinary, exciting  book  which  by  its  vast  spiritual 
horizon  transcends  the  author's  charm  to  embrace 
the  significant  problems  of  our  time.  The  hours  which 
1 spent  reading  this  book  were  stimulating  . . . and 
I do  "not  doubt  the  American  public  wifi  give  it  a 
most  comprehensive  and  gratified  reception.  . . . 

Thomas  Mann 


As  Goethe  said,  the  poeips  of  "circumstance"  are 
the  best  because  they  are  the  only  ones  taken  directly 
from  life.  Each  one  of  Louis  Nizer’s  addresses  is  a 
"poem  of  circumstance  : a real  poem  in  prose  which 
unites  the  passing  moment  to  something  which  does 
not  pass,  which  binds  the  fugitive  incident  to  etern- 
ity. This  is  a great  book,  it  is  an  exchantment.  . . . 

Maurice  Maeterlinck 


From  its  silent  pages  rises  a fascinating  eloquence 
retaining  an  amazingly  human  and  vibrant  quality 
that  may  well  inaugurate  a new  school  of  expression! 
It  is  one  of  those  exciting  adventures  in  thinking 
that  one  meets  all  too  rarely  these  days:  an  adven- 
ture that  you  may  never  experience  if  you  miss 
THINKING  ON  YOUR  FEET.  It  will  conquer 
you.  . . . Pierre  van  Paassen 


Would  you  like  to  meet  some  interesting  folks? 
Say  Albert  Einstein,  Walter  Winchell,  Fiorello 
LaGuardia,  Eddie  Cantor,  Jim  Farley.  IJien  let 
LOUIS  NIZER  present  them  to  you.  He  is  one  of 
America’s  distinguished  legal  scholars,  and  also  one 
of  America  s distinguished  toastmasters.  His  is  a 
good  book.  Almost  every  one  will  like  it.  . . . 

Margais  James 


LOLdS  NIZER  is  my  candidate  for  any  All- 
American-Team  made  up  of  men  who  know  how 
to  think  standing  up  or  sitting  down  or  on  a dais, 
and  he  can  say  what  he  thinks  with  a brilliance 
which  is  breath-taking.  1 have  seen  and  heard  him 

do  it.  miNKI.NG  ON  YOUR  FEET  reflects  this 
quality  on  the  printed  page.  . . . Gabriel  Heatter 


SAY  ABOUT 

"THmKIIVG  OM 
YOUR  FEET" 

NO  BOOK  in  many  years  has  teen  greeted  with  such 
enthusiastic  applause  ^ by  two  Nobel  Prize  winners 
(Thomas  Mann  and  Maurice  Maeterlinch) , by  a double 
winner  of  the  Pulitzer  Prize  (Marquis  James) , by  the  author 
of  a best  seller  for  two  years  (Pierre  Van  Paassen) , by  one 
of  the  world’s  greatest  publicists  (Bruce  Barton) , by  one  of 
the  world  s most  widely-read  writers  (Fannie  Hurst) , by  a 
leading  exponent  of  the  art- of  speaking  (Gabriel  Heatter), 
and  by  the  Book  of  the  Month  Club,  which  has  recom- 
mended it.  As  publishers,  we  could  not  fashion  higher  praise. 

Note:  An  autographed  copy  of  THINKING  ON  YOUR  FEET 
wdl  be  mailed  postpaid  upon  receipt  of  your  chech  for  $2.50. 
Address:  Dept.  B,  Liveright  Publishing  Corp.,  386  4th  Av.,  N.  Y.  C. 


NATIONAL  EDITION 
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They  get  Great  News! 
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THE  ASSET  CALLED  PRESTIGE 

There  appears  little  point  in  trying  to  avoid  a continued  discussion  of  the  consent 
decree — what  it  may  mean  and  how  it  may  change  an  order  prevailing  for  so  long 
that  everyone  is  accustomed  to  it  to  a degree  precipitating  threat  of  revolt  at  the  con- 
templation of  revision.  Apparently,  it  cannot  be  done. 

That  brings  this  page  and  your  observer  today  to  a brief  airing  of  one  angle  of 
potential  significance  in  production. 

This  point  is  now  raised:  What  effect  will  the  five-in-a-group  plan  have  on  the 
prestige  picture?  Most  studios  have  made  one  from  time  to  time;  some  have  gone  further 
along  these  lines  than  others.  As  the  structure  stands  currently,  the  attraction  which 
has  braved  to  be  different  has  been  reasonably  easy  to  absorb  under  full  line  selling. 
Where  negative  costs  have  not  been  returned,  the  slack  has  been  spread  over  the  rest 
of  the  program  and  the  dollar  shock  thereby  neutralized. 

That's  up  to  now.  But  as  blocks  unwind  into  quintets  for  next  season,  it  is  obvious  the 
leader  of  each  block  will  have  to  be  constructed  solidly  and  safely  along  accepted  com- 
mercial lines.  No  matter  how  acceptable  the  remaining  four  turn  out,  it  seems  inevitable 
that  it  is  the  leader  which  will  be  relied  upon  to  induce  exhibitor  acceptance  of  the 
whole  group. 

Where  the  prestige  picture,  removed  from  the  routine  as  it  must  be  if  it  is  to  be  a 
distinctive  effort,  will  fit  in,  if  it  does,  becomes  a serious  question.  For  producers  cannot  be 
expected  to  reach  out  for  the  new  and  the  different  if  theatre  support  is  to  be  a du- 
bious equation.  Exhibitors,  of  course,  will  argue  quickly  theirs  is  a business  and  a busi- 
ness must  show  profit. 

True.  And  yet,  every  manouevre  and  every  influencing  factor  ought  not  to  be  tied 
to  a profit  motivation.  We  say  this,  well  aware  of  the  scoffing  and,  perhaps,  the  derision 
which  an  approach  such  as  this  may  induce.  But  we  say  it  because  there  is,  nevertheless, 
such  consideration  as  valuing  a good  name  and  in  protecting  and  in  enhancing  the  repu- 
tation of  enjoying  a good  name. 

This  industry  has  had  its  share  of  that  satisfaction,  but  its  constituents  at  all  times  must 
be  alive  to  the  precious  asset  which  their  industry  has  acquired. 

The  day  would  be  an  unfortunate  one  when  the  profit  and  loss  statement  gets  per- 
manently in  the  way  of  accomplishment.  Yes,  accomplishment  for  its  own  sake  and  with  all 
other  considerations  eliminated. 


IND'P'TS  SEEN  DEVELOPING  PRODUCT  BACKLOG 
TO  CDSHION  POSITION  BEFORE  BLOCKS  UNWIND 


Foresee  Regional  Booking 

New  York — That  the  new  selling  system  will  bring  about  a new  group  of  booking 
centers  for  major  circuits  is  expected  when  the  changed  order  of  selling  starts.  Many 
independent  circuits,  as  well  as  the  majors,  may  set  up  regional  booking  and  buying 
offices  to  handle  local  deals,  as  provided  in  the  decree.  This  may  include  such 
circuits  as  Schine,  Interstate  of  Texas,  Fox  West  Coast,  Griffith,  Wilby-Kincey,  Crescent, 
Loew's,  RKO  and  others  of  importance.  While  the  buyers  amd  bookers  may  not  attend 
all  of  the  screenings,  deals  for  each  block  of  five  will  be  made  in  the  local  exchange 
center,  it  is  foreseen. 

Several  potential  cases  come  to  the  fore.  Rick  Ricketson,  who  operates  National 
Theatres  division  out  of  Denver,  also  handles  the  circuit's  Salt  Lake  City  houses.  This 
means  contracts  for  theatres  in  the  Salt  Lake  zone  probably  will  be  made  in  that  city. 
Schine  operates  in  a number  of  states,  thus  his  Maryland  and  Ohio  theatres  may  re- 
quire separate  booking  and  buying  setups,  distinct  and  apart  from  headquarters  in 
Gloversville,  N.  Y. 

v:- ■ - - — 0 

Justice  Dep't  Admits  Theatre 
Threats  Is  a New  Experience 


Sees  Block  Sales  Plan 
Most  Burdensome  to 
Subsequents 


New  York  — Independent  exhibitors, 
par.icularly  in  the  smaller  towns  where 
clearance  is  not  a vital  problem,  are  ex- 
pected to  build  up  a backlog  of  all  avail- 
able pictures  before  the  new  selling  order 
bv  the  “Big  Five”  goes  into  effect  next 
season.  Where  certain  exhibitors  have  re- 
frained from  buying  the  product  of  sev- 
eral companies  for  one  reason  or  another 
they  are  expected  to  make  deals  this  sea- 
son for  all  pictures  they  can  lay  their 
hands  on. 

This  opinion  comes  from  a major  com- 
pany sales  executive  who  adds  the  block 
of  five  selling  plan  will  not  seriously  af- 
fect the  small  town  exhibitors,  but  will 
work  a hardship  on  the  subsequent  run 
accounts  in  all  key  cities.  The  subse- 
quent runs  in  big  cities  are  in  a “tough 
trading  position,”  he  figures,  because  of 
prior  runs  and  the  desire  to  play  pictures 
as  they  become  available  without  losing 
out  on  clearance. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  small  town  ex- 
hibitor, the  spokesman  declares,  is  not  so 
much  concerned  about  clearance  and  can 
play  pictures  months  after  release  in  the 
big  cities.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
theatres  removed  from  exchange  centers 
by  100  to  400  miles.  It  is  figured  a con- 
servative estimate  would  place  the  number 
at  3,000  such  accounts. 

Clearance  Issue  Strong 

With  a backlog  of  pictures,  however,  the 
big  city  subsequent  run  can  hold  out  on 
deals  until  a week  or  so  of  his  ordinary 
availability  instead  of  completing  negotia- 
tions when  salesmen  offer  him  the  various 
groups,  it  is  held.  But  the  small  town  ex- 
hibitor is  in  position  to  trade  and  juggle 
as  he  sees  fit  because  of  his  policy  of  play- 
ing pictures  when  he  thinks  they  should  be 
shown,  is  this  view. 

It  is  believed  distributors,  as  usual,  will 
make  every  effort  to  sell  the  major  cir- 
cuits as  soon  as  a block  of  five  becomes 
available  after  trade  showings.  The  next 
step,  according  to  the  sales  executive 
speaking,  will  be  to  take  the  same  block 
and  offer  it  down  the  line  to  second,  third 
and  subsequent  runs  until  every  zone  is 
sold. 

The  question  of  clearance  is  declared  to 
be  the  most  vital  problem  in  selling  ac- 
counts in  the  big  cities.  Distributors  who 
have  been  dealing  with  accounts  for  years 
will  not  make  any  deliberate  efforts  to  sell 
away  or  change  runs  of  theatres  in  any 
zone,  it  is  stated,  but  where  they  meet 
difficulties  the  inclination  may  be  to  sell 
the  third  run  ahead  of  the  second  run, 
provided  the  third  run  will  offer  the  same 
amount  of  money  for  the  block  involved. 

Whether  distributors  will  be  prone  to 
alter  blocks  once  they  are  sold  the  key 
runs  is  debatable.  Some  distributors  state 
no  block  will  be  disturbed  once  the  five 
pictures  are  dated  in  the  first  run  down- 
town house.  The  reason  is  that  to  do  so 
would  bring  about  a disorganized  clear- 
ance setup  that  may  later  result  in  a loss 
in  revenue. 

Once  a block  of  five  is  not  sold  to  the 


By  EARLE  A.  DYER 

Washington — Threats  of  exhibitors  to 
fight  the  selling  provisions  of  the  consent 
decree  in  the  courts,  through  new  anti- 
trust suits,  and  by  the  enactment  of  state 
laws  have  raised  a situation  never  before 
experienced  by  the  department  of  justice. 

While  it  is  not  unusual  to  have  a dis- 
sident minority  in  cases  which  are  settled 
by  consent  decrees,  the  opposition  of  the 
exhibitors  has  added  a new  and  novel 
chapter  to  an  already  unprecedented  case. 

Department  officials  are  somewhat  at  a 
loss  in  dealing  with  the  situation,  raised 
after  they  had  done  their  utmost  to  get 
for  the  exhibitors  the  privilege  for  which 
they  had  been  clamoring  for  years,  that  of 
seeing  what  they  were  about  to  buy  before 
they  signed  on  the  dotted  line,  and  the 
abolition  of  full-year  selling. 

They  are  confident  that  they  can  de- 
fend the  consent  decree  provisions  before 
the  courts  in  any  case  which  the  exhibi- 
tors may  bring  to  which  the  government 
may  be  a party — that  is,  suits  instituted 
by  the  department  on  the  complaints  of 
exhibitors — but  admit  there  will  be  noth- 
ing they  can  do  in  suits  brought  by  ex- 
hibitors directly  against  distributors,  to 
which  the  government  is  not  a party. 

Also,  it  is  admitted  that  the  department 
of  justice  will  have  no  standing  before  the 
state  legislature  in  any  bills  dealing  with 
motion  picture  sales. 

So  far  as  can  be  learned,  no  group  op- 
posing a consent  decree  settlement  has 
ever  before  resorted  to  the  state  legisla- 
tors as  a way  of  throwing  a monkey 


second  run,  and  there  is  no  desire  to 
change  the  block  to  suit  the  convenience 
of  the  second  account,  the  third  run  is 
expected  to  grasp  the  opportunity  of  play- 
ing the  group.  While  it  may  be  true  the 
account  finally  sold  may  pay  the  amount 
in  question,  the  fact  that  one  run  had  not 
been  sold  would  represent  a loss  from  that 
theatre  which  would  go  to  another  dis- 
tributor. 

Time  is  of  the  essence  in  playing  off  the 
prior  run;  hence,  it  is  calculated,  every 


wrench  into  the  works.  This  may  be  due 
to  the  fact  that  few  industries  with  which 
the  department  has  dealt  have  lent  them- 
selves to  state  regulation,  usually  being 
protected  by  the  interstate  commerce  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution. 

While  it  is  true  that  motion  pictures 
also  are  covered  by  the  interstate  com- 
merce clause,  they  are  subject  to  approach 
from  the  public  welfare  angle,  as  has  been 
recognized  in  laws  prohibiting  the  exhibi- 
tion of  obscene  films.  'Thus  subject  to  the 
police  powers  of  the  states,  the  question 
whether  state  legislation  can  ban  block 
booking  has  never  been  tested  before  the 
supreme  court. 

In  the  last  analysis,  if  the  exhibitors 
prosecute  their  fight  against  the  consent 
decree,  either  in  the  courts  or  in  the  leg- 
islatures, the  final  decision  on  how  films 
should  be  sold  will  be  written  by  the  su- 
preme court.  Having  agreed  to  reor- 
ganize their  selling  practices  at  the  de- 
mand of  the  government,  the  distributors 
are  viewed  in  Washington  as  prepared  to 
defend  the  new  setup,  and  it  may  well 
be  that  they  would  welcome  a supreme 
court  decision  as  a means  of  finally  set- 
tling the  controversy. 

Meanwhile  the  department  of  justice  is 
preparing  to  observe  performance  under 
the  consent  decree.  It  will  initiate  no  new 
move  against  the  five  signatories  of  that 
document,  regardless  of  exhibitor  pres- 
sure, until  its  results  have  been  disclosed 
by  actual  experience.  Whether  the  courts 
will  be  influenced  by  the  fact  that  a con- 
sent decree  has  been  made,  when  dealing 
with  new  cases,  remains  to  be  seen. 


exhibitor  in  a big  city  will  make  all  effort 
to  maintain  the  sequence  of  clearance  and 
play  his  customary  run  without  losing  time. 
This  is  not  regarded  as  true  with  the  smal- 
ler and  far  removed  account.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  bargain  and  take  the  best  deals 
offered  on  every  group,  holding  out  as  long 
as  possible  without  material  loss.  If  any 
such  exhibitor  is  anxious  to  play  as  quick- 
ly as  possible  after  key  cities,  the  impres- 
sion is  he  will  employ  booking  agents  to 
handle  his  deals. 
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Romance 


IRENE 


'Ea  for  two 


Screen  Play  by  Ken  Englun 

From  the  Musical  Comedy — "No,  No, 
Nanette" — by  Frank  Mandel,  Otto 
Harbach,  Vincent  Youmans,  Emil  Nyitray 


CHRISTMAS  ATTRACTION 
RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 


THE  BIG  "HAPPY-GO- 
LAUGHING"  HOLIDAY 

HIT!..  .screened  in  a dazzling 
world  of  flashing  gayety,  rip- 
pling romance  and  joyous  fun 
...aglow  with  the  tingling 
melodies  of  VINCENT  YOUMANS 
. . . alive  with  the  sparkle  of  a 
cast  of  favorites . . . bubbling 
over  with  BOX-OFFICE! 


Director  Alfred  Hitchcock  wanted 
to  make  a great  mystery.  He 
made  “Rebecca.”  He  wanted  to 
do  a great  adventure.  Look  at 
“Foreign  Correspondent.”  He 
wanted  to  direct  a great  comedy. 
The  answer : Carole  Lombard  and 
Robert  Montgomery,  in  “Mr  and 
Mrs.  Smith.”  It’s  now  in  the  cut- 
ting room  at  RKO  Radio,  ready- 
ing for  early  release,  as  also  is 
that  outstanding  forthcoming  at- 
traction, Orson  Welles  as  “Citi- 
zen Kane.” 


I iTun  II  ( H 


MAJORS  LEAN  TOWARB  SALE  OF  GROUPS  OF  FIVE 

AS  OFFERED  AND  WILL  FROWN  ON  SUBSTITUTIONS 

- ■■ 


Lawyers  Will  Tour 
To  Explain  Decree 


By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — Shortly  after  the  first  of 
the  year  top-flight  attorneys  of  the  “Big 
Five”  will  make  complete  tours  of  ex- 
changes to  explain  details  of  the  consent 
decree.  Most  of  the  companies  already 
have  sent  instructive  letters  to  the  field 
force  informing  it  of  the  provisions  now  in 
effect  and  those  which  start  next  Septem- 
ber. In  addition,  every  company  involved 
is  preparing  a detailed  analysis  of  the 
various  decree  sections  in  simple  layman’s 
language. 

M-G-M  started  the  ball  rolling  at  its 
Chicago  branch,  district  and  managers 
meeting  when  William  P.  Rodgers,  general 
sales  manager,  advised  every  member 
present  “not  to  cut  corners.”  Tyree  Dil- 
lard jr.  of  the  home  office  legal  staff  ex- 
plained the  decree  to  the  men  at  the 
meeting  and  later  met  with  individual 
groups  to  clear  up  any  questions  in  doubt. 

At  a recent  Warner  zone  managers’ 
meeting,  the  company’s  circuit  operators, 
bookers  and  buyers  were  given  an  exposi- 
tion of  the  decree’s  provisions  by  Howard 
Levinson  of  the  legal  staff. 

Sales  heads  of  the  “Big  Five”  point  out 
the  supreme  effort  in  getting  over  every 
detail  of  the  decree  to  field  men  will  be 
made  at  forthcoming  conventions.  Not 
one  company  is  overlooking  any  obstacle  in 
driving  home  the  importance  of  observing 
the  provisions  to  the  full  letter. 

Aubrey  Schenck  of  National  Theatres  is 
now  preparing  a separate  analysis  of  the 
decree  from  the  theatre  operator’s  stand- 
point. This  will  be  completed  shortly  and 
sent  to  all  division  and  district  heads  in 
the  circuit. 

Some  of  the  companies  have  also  printed 
copies  of  the  decree  for  each  employe  in 
the  field.  M-G-M  distributed  many  of 
them  in  Chicago  and  inserted  them  also 
in  copies  of  The  Distributor,  house  organ 
which  goes  to  each  salesman.  Dwight, 
Harris,  Koegel  & Caskey  prepared  the  text 
sent  to  all  20th-Fox  salesmen. 

None  of  the  lawyers  who  are  to  make 
the  cross-country  tours  has  yet  set  definite 
dates  for  departures.  Seasonal  vacations 
have  temporarily  sidetracked  the  20th-Fox 
schedule  which  had  been  tentatively  set 
up.  But  in  any  event  Felix  A.  Jenkins, 
general  counsel:  Percy  Heiliger  and  Nor- 
man Steinberg  will  visit  the  various  ex- 
changes. Just  how  the  country  will  be 
split  up  has  not  been  decided. 

Louis  Phillips  of  Paramount  is  now  lay- 
ing plans  to  make  every  exchange  center 
for  his  meetings.  Although  Austin  C. 
Keough,  general  counsel,  contemplated  go- 
ing along,  other  business  will  keep  him  at 
the  home  office.  Phillips’  trip  will  take 
several  months. 

At  RKO,  Gordon  E.  Youngman  and  Wil- 
liam Zimmerman  will  represent  the  legal 
information  bureau.  It  has  not  yet  been 
decided  whether  both  will  visit  the  ex- 
changes together  or  split  the  country  and 
end  up  on  the  coast. 

Levinson  will  most  likely  make  the  trip 
for  Warner.  This  has  not  been  definitely 


Anticipate  Decline 
In  Cancellations 

New  York — Fewer  cancellations  for  all 
companies  are  expected  between  now 
and  September  1,  1941.  This  is  in  line 
with  the  general  impression  exhibitors 
will  strive  to  build  up  backlogs. 

However,  as  the  end  of  the  current 
season  nears  there  may  be  announce- 
ments by  distributors  that  certain  pic- 
tures will  not  be  made  and  others  will 
not  be  released  until  the  1941-42  sea- 
son. From  all  indications,  too,  distribu- 
tors are  planning  to  establish  their  own 
backlogs  of  at  least  10  pictures  to  start 
off  the  1941-42  season. 

Whether  this  will  be  accomplished  at 
the  sacrifice  of  currently  scheduled  re- 
leases is  something  no  one  will  hazard  a 
guess.  Yet  some  exhibitors  believe  it  is 
not  unlikely. 

- 

Trial  Under  Way  in  Suit 
Against  Booking  Combine 

Detroit — Trial  got  under  way  here  this 
week  in  the  long-filed  suit  of  Midwest 
Theatres  against  Cooperative  Theatres  of 
Michigan,  in  which  the  theatre  firm  al- 
leges the  booking  combine  violated  the 
anti-trust  laws  by  using  its  buying  power 
to  prevent  the  plaintiff  from  securing 
suitable  major  product. 

First  witness  for  the  plaintiff  was  Ray- 
mond Schreiber,  head  of  Midwest  Thea- 
tres, who  charged  that  because  of  pres- 
sure generated  by  Cooperative’s  buying 
power,  all  majors  sold  away  from  him  re- 
gardless of  what  price  he  was  willing  to 
pay  for  product. 

The  trial,  being  held  in  federal  district 
court  before  Judge  Frank  A.  Picard,  is  ex- 
pected to  consume  about  a month. 


Thumbs  Down  Opinion  of 
Decree  by  Lightman 

New  York — M.  A.  Lightman,  Paramount 
partner  in  the  south  with  approximately  70 
theatres  in  the  Malco  circuit,  has  not 
altered  his  view  concerning  the  consent 
decree.  While  in  New  York  during  the 
early  part  of  the  week  he  informed  Box- 
office  he  thinks  “It’s  the  nuts”  and  ex- 
plained this  by  pointing  thumbs  down. 

Latest  development  in  the  Malco  circuit 
is  the  building  of  a 1,000-seat  house  in  the 
Park  Hill  residential  section  of  North  Lit- 
tle Rock,  Ark.  This  is  the  first  expansion 
move  in  three  months,  Lightman  pointed 
out. 


decided  inasmuch  as  the  immediate  indi- 
cation is  to  wait  and  then  concentrate  all 
efforts  on  explanations  at  the  sales  con- 
vention. 

Dillard  probably  will  make  the  tour  of 
M-G-M  branches.  Inasmuch  as  Stanley 
Thompson  has  been  working  on  the  decree 
for  some  time,  he  may  either  take  over  part 
of  the  trio  or  all  of  it.  This  is  up  to  J. 
Robert  Rubin. 


Contend  Attitude  Is  Not 
Arbitrary;  Dictated 
By  Circumstance 

New  York — A further  indication  tending 
to  substantiate  Barney  Balaban’s  observa- 
tion that  offering  of  given  blocks  of  five 
will  be  tantamount  to  their  being  accepted 
“as  is” — without  substitution — prevails  in 
another  of  the  consent-bound  distributor 
quarters.  This  view,  essentially  similar  to 
Balaban’s,  varies  only  in  that  the  substitu- 
tion factor  may  be  regarded  differently 
once  a substantial  backlog  of  product  is 
accumulated. 

But  the  current  attitude — and  this  is 
subject  to  change  without  notice — is  that 
for  the  first  few  months  of  decree-dictated 
selling,  at  least,  exhibitors  are  going  to  be 
expected  to  buy  the  groups  exactly  as 
they  are  proffered.  This  is  said  not  to  be 
an  arbitrary  attitude,  but  one  dictated  by 
circumstances  bearing  on  production  and 
one  over  which  sales  departments  are  pic- 
tured as  not  having  control. 

Here  is  the  argument  designed  to 
qualify  the  view: 

“For  at  least  15  years  this  company  has 
worked  on  a seven  days’  notice  basis  be- 
tween the  day  a specific  picture  is  finished 
and  the  day  it  is  marked  for  national  re- 
lease. In  other  words,  very  seldom  do 
more  than  seven  days  elapse  from  the  day 
the  picture  leaves  the  studio  and  the  day 
it  is  in  the  exchanges.  You  can  see  right 
there  no  time  is  lost  getting  the  pictures 
finished,  because  the  early  playdates  eat 
them  up  as  fast  as  you  can  deliver  them. 

Production  Big  Job 

“Which  means  that  we’re  going  to  have 
our  hands  full  delivering  everything  prom- 
ised for  1940-41,  which  still  has  a good 
eight  months  to  run.  If  we  do  that  job 
well  it  is  a job  in  itself.  And  that  means 
we’re  going  to  have  darned  little  time, 
aside  from  the  talent  available,  to  spend 
on  next  season's  program.  We  simply 
can’t  produce  both  seasons’  product  at  the 
same  time. 

“We’ll  consider  ourselves  lucky  if  we  can 
finish  the  first  block  of  five  in  time  to 
show  them  when  they  should  be  shown. 
And  that  goes  for  the  second  block  of  five, 
too.  There  just  won’t  be  any  extra  pic- 
tures around  for  purposes  of  substitution 
and  I don’t  think  exhibitors  should  over- 
look our  problem  in  this  respect.  How- 
ever, if  after  we  have  caught  up  with  the 
new  system  sufficiently  to  consider  a legiti- 
mate substitution  and  if  we  have  a film 
available  for  this  purpose,  it  won’t  be  over- 
looked,” 

This  source  also  makes  the  point  it 
would  be  more  expedient  for  all  concerned 
if  exhibitors  substituted  block  for  block 
rather  than  picture  for  picture  because  of 
the  “dangerous  precedent”  the  latter  ap- 
proach might  establish  if  “exhibitors  take 
the  position  ‘You  did  it  for  Smith  so  you 
can  do  it  for  me’.”  The  view  extends  to 
this:  “Furthermore,  the  exhibitor  doesn’t 
have  to  take  the  entire  block  of  five.  If 
he  doesn’t  like  one  film  in  the  group  he 
can  pass  it  up  and  only  buy  four,  but  in 
the  same,  set  group.” 

Asked  if  this  would  relieve  the  exhibi- 
tor of  any  financial  consideration  for  the 
film  passed  up,  the  source  declared:  “Well, 
somebody’s  got  to  buy  the  fifth  picture.” 


BOXOFFICE  : : December  14,  1940 


9 


Published  Every  Saturday  by 
Associated  Publications 
Editorial  Offices:  9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  New 
York  City.  Louis  Rydell,  Advertising  Man- 
ager. Wm.  Ornstein,  Eastern  Editor.  Tele- 
phone Columbus  5-6370,  5-6371,  5-6372. 
Cable  address:  “Boxoffice,  New  York.” 
Western  Offices:  6404  Hollywood  Blvd., 
Hollywood,  Calif.  Ivan  Spear,  Manager. 
Telephone  Gladstone  1186. 

Publication  Offices:  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.  Telephone  Chestnut  7777. 
Other  Associated  Publications:  Boxoffice 
BAROMETER,  Boxoffice  RECORDS, 
Boxoffice  PICTURE  GUIDE,  published 
annually:  THE  MODERN  THEATRE,  pub- 
lished monthly  as  a section  of  Boxoffice. 

ALBANY — 21-23  Walter  Ave..  M.  Berrigan. 
ATLANTA — 183  Walton  St.,  Theatrical  Printing 
Co.  Helen  Hardy.  Telephone  JAckson  6331. 
BOSTON — 14  Piedmont  St..  Brad  Angler,  New 
England  editor.  Telephone  Liberty  9305. 
BUFFALO — The  Courier-Express,  W.  E.  Martin. 
CHARLOTTE— 216  W.  Fourth  St.  Pauline  Griffith. 
CHICAGO— 332  S.  Michigan  Blvd.,  Hal  Tate, 
Central  editor.  Telephone  Wabash  4576. 

CINCINNATI — 127  Tremont  St.,  Ft.  Thomas,  Ky., 
Clara  Hyde.  Telephone  Highland  1657. 
CLEVELAND — 12805  Cedar  Road,  Cleveland 
Heights,  Elsie  Loeb.  Telephone  Falrmount  0046. 
DALLAS — 408  S.  Harwood,  V.  W.  Crisp,  South- 
western editor.  Telephone  7-3563. 

DENVER — 319  S.  Clarkson  St.,  J.  A.  Rose.  Tele- 
phone Spruce  0318. 

DES  MOINES — The  Colonade,  Rene  Clayton. 
DETROIT— 424  Book  Bldg.,  H.  F.  Reves.  Tele- 
phone Cadillac  9086. 

HOLLYWOOD — 6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Ivan  Spear, 
Western  editor.  Telephone  GLadstone  1186. 
INDIANAPOLIS— 444  North  Illinois  St.,  Don  R. 
Rossiter. 

KANSAS  CITY — 4804  East  Ninth  St.,  Jesse  Shlyen, 
Midwest  editor.  Telephone  CHestnut  7777. 
LITTLE  ROCK — P.  O.  Box  253.  Lynn  Hubbard. 
Telephone  3-0166. 

MEMPHIS — 399  So.  Second  St.,  Carolyns  Miller. 
MILWAUKEE — 210  East  Michigan  St.,  H.  C. 

Brunner.  Telephone  Kllbourn  6670-J. 
MINNEAPOLIS — 507  Essex  Bldg.,  Maurice  Wolff. 
NEW  HAVEN — 42  Church  St.,  Suite  915,  Gertrude 
Pearson.  Telephone  6-4149. 

NEW  ORLEANS— 1136  Behrman  Ave.,  J.  W. 
Leigh. 

NEW  YORK  CITY — 9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  William 
Ornstein,  Eastern  editor.  Telephone  Columbus 
5-6370,  6-6371,  6-6372. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— P.  O.  Box  4547.  Ernest  W. 
Pair. 

OMAHA — 6640  Woolworth  Ave.,  Monte  Davis. 
PHILADELPHIA— 426  Pine  St.,  Joseph  Shaltz. 
Telephone  WAlnut  0860. 

PITTSBURGH — 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F. 

Kllngensmlth.  Telephone  Atlantic  4858. 
PORTLAND,  ORE. — Oregon  Journal,  Dick  Fagan. 
Telephone  ATlantIc  0123. 

ST.  LOUIS — 6149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett. 
Telephone  Flanders  3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— 167  South  State  St.,  Viola  B. 

Hutton.  Telephone  WAsatch  165. 

SAN  FRANCISCO — 606  Grant  Bldg.,  1095  Market 
St.,  A1  Scott.  Telephone  Market  6580. 
SEATTLE — 2418  Second  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper.  Tele- 
phone Seneca  2460. 

WASHINGTON — 1426  G St..  Earle  A.  Dyer. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY,  ALTA. — The  Albertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
EDMONTON,  ALTA.— 9905  102nd  St.  Molly  Shirley. 
HAMILTON.  O. — 20  Holton  Ave.,  N.,  Hugh  Millar. 
LONDON,  0.-97  Adelaide  St..  S.,  John  Gore. 
MONTREAL,  QUEBEC — 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G.. 

Roy  Carmichael.  Telephone  Walnut  5519. 
REGINA,  SASK.— The  Leader-Post,  Bruce  Peacock. 
ST.  JOHN,  N.  B. — 161  Princess  St.,  D.  Fetherston. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO — 242  Millwood  Road,  Milton 
Galbraith. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — 615  Hastings,  G.  P.  Rutty. 
VICTORIA,  B.  C. — 434  Quebec  St.,  Tom  Merriman. 
WINNIPEG,  MAN. — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkin. 


Neighboring  page  three  two 

issues  ago  was  discussing 
some  of  the  many  angles  of  the 
decree.  Springing  from  it  and,  in 
fact,  part  of  it  was  another  matter. 
It  calls  for  a mild  retracing  of  steps. 
The  retracing; 

"Meanwhile,  and  by  nature  a 
matter  not  so  extraneous  as 
might  appear,  our  interest  is 
deeply  aroused  by  an  observa- 
tion of  Abram  F.  Myers.  He 
was  commenting  and  praising 
the  solid  front  presented  by  ex- 
hibitors of  all  shades  on  that 
memorable  (interventionist)  day 
in  federal  court.  'Maybe  all  did 
not  concur  in  some  of  the  things 
that  were  said,  but  all  were 
united  in  their  opposition  to  the 
selling  plan  embodied  in  the 
measure,'  he  observed.  'Like 
solidarity  on  other  major  issues 
would  infinitely  strengthen  the 
position  and  improve  the  lot  of 
the  exhibitors  of  the  country.' 

"Correct.  Solidly  and  com- 
pletely correct.  But,  what  does 
it  mean?  Is  Myers  suggesting 
one  national  exhibitor  organiza- 
tion. If  not,  we  are. 

"The  producers  have  their  one 
association,  and  it  works. 

"The  exhibitors  of  the  country 
certainly  should  have  theirs. 

"It,  too,  would  work." 

Thrown  out  on  the  winds,  includ- 
ing one  swirling  into  Washington, 
was  an  invitation  to  Myers  for  com- 
ment. He  says  this; 

"Consolidation  of  exhibitor 
organizations  is  a long  leap  from 
the  springboard  of  a single  in- 
stance of  exhibitor  unity.  I had 
nothing  so  far-reaching  in  mind. 
My  thought  did  not  extend  be- 
yond cooperation  on  issues  in- 
volving no  clash  of  interest. 

"The  decree  may  or  may  not 
be  a factor  making  for  unity, 
depending  largely  upon  the  dis- 
tributors, who  control,  or  influ- 
ence, the  affiliated  circuits.  If  a 
purpose  to  live  and  let  live  is 
manifested,  and  an  era  of  good 
feeling  ensues,  confidence  will 
be  built  and  progress  along  the 
lines  of  your  suggestion  may  be 
made. 

"For  the  time  being,  I doubt 
whether  the  independent  exhibi- 
tors who  make  up  the  rank  and 


file  of  Allied  would  be  willing 
to  demobilize  their  purely  in- 
dependent organization  and  to 
entrust  the  protection  of  their 
interests  to  a national  body  not 
wholly  under  independent  man- 
agement and  control. 

"Please  bear  in  mind,  these 
are  only  my  impressions.  I have 
not  consulted  the  Allied  direc- 
tors." 

The  editor  rests.  That  is,  unless 
new  testimony  seeks  to  reopen  the 
case. 

It  Broke  Nationally 

With  apparent  great  pride,  Russell 
Bird  well  reports  the  "strip-down 
strike"  stagea  by  Gerta  Rozan  with- 
out benefit  of  prior  arrangement- — ■ 
maybe  and  perhaps — against  David 
L.  Loew-Albert  Lewin,  Inc.,  "to  force 
the  producers  to  reinstate  into  'So 
Ends  Our  Night'  her  footage"  broke 
around  the  country  with  the  United 
Press  requesting  Fred  Othman  to 
cover  with  flash  bulletins  as  the 
event  progressed.  She  had  gotten 
as  far  as  "black  scanties,  above  and 
below,"  Birdwell  expresses  it,  and 
"news  photographers  recorded  the 
event  with  hundreds  of  bulb  flashes" 
when  kindly  mediation  stepped  in 
and  called  a halt.  Either  the  footage 
is  reinstated  or  the  stripper  gets  a 
"first  consideration  for  a support- 
ing role  in  the  next  Loew-Lewin 
opus." 

This  is  the  sort  of  carnival  cheap- 
ness which  impresses  some  in  Hol- 
lywood as  smart  publicity  of  the 
kind  that  sells  tickets  when  the  time 
arrives.  It  also  is  the  kind  of  pub- 
licity that  smoulders  and  frequently 
breaks  into  flames  in  the  many  di- 
rections which  know  of  no  working 
substitute  for  good  taste  and  com- 
mon dignity. 

Historian  Lee 

Space  hunting  on  behalf  of  the 
Capitol  and  "The  Son  of  Monte 
Cristo"  divulged  a Hollywood  feud, 
described  as  secret  if  it  ever  existed, 
between  Joan  Bennett  and  Director 
Rowland  V.  Lee  on  the  question, 
"What  kind  of  sex  appeal  did  the 
women  have  in  mediaeval  times?" 

It  seems  Joan's  idea  was  to  reflect 
what  kind  it  was  in  terms  of  stuffy 
clothes  and  dead-pan  dignity.  Lee 
won  for  bare  shoulders  down  to  the 
(Continued  on  page  31) 
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for  a 

big  show! ...  Go  after  one  of  these  369  CASH  PRIZES,  in  the  great 
showmanship  contest  on  publicity,  advertising  and  exploitation  campaigns 
that  tie  in  “Little  Men”  and  “Elsie,”  the  most  famous  cow  in  the  world... 
the  cow  whose  tons  of  publicity  make  her  a real  Hollywood  “personality” 
...  the  bovine  now  being  featured  in  big  national  magazine,  newspaper 
and  billboard  campaigns ...  the  contact  that  will  put  you  in  touch 
with  your  share  of  525,000  retail  dealers  ready  to  co-operate.  Learn 
all  about  it  in  the  special  press  sheet; 
about  the  stills,  stunts  and  tie-ups  with- 
out end.  Get  started  early  and  win  one 
of  those  top  cash  prizes! 


Contest  begins  'November  1,  1940,  and  continues  to, 
and  including,  Afril  15,  1941.  The  contest  afflies 
to  all  “Little  Men'^  engagements  opening  within  this 
period.  All  entries  must  be  postmarked  or  sent  not 
later  than  midnight,  April  25,  1941.  In  the  event 
of  ties,  duplicate  prizes  will  be  atvarded.  Tull  details 
available  without  cost  at  any  RKO  Exchange. 


Here’s  the  $15,000.00  as  Cash  Prizes 


IN  CITIES  OF  100,000  OR  OVER 
FIRST  RUN  THEATRES 

1 St  Prize  : . . . $500.00 

2nd  Prize  250.00 

3rd  Prize  100.00 

Ten  of  $50.00  each 

SUBSEQUENT  RUN  THEATRES 

Isf  Prize  $250.00 

2nd  Prize 100.00 

Ten  of  $50.00  each 
Fifty  of  $25.00  each 

IN  CITIES  OF  25,000  50  100,000 
FIRST  RUN  THEATRES 

1st  Prize  $500.00 

2nd  Prize  250.00 

3rd  Prize  100.00 

Five  of  $50.00  each 
Ten  of  $25.00  each 


SUBSEQUENT  RUN  THEATRES 

1st  Prize  $250.00 

2nd  Prize  100.00 

3rd  Prize 50.00 

Seventy-five  of  $25.00  each 

IN  CITIES  UNDER  25,000 
ALL  THEATRES 

1st  Prize  $500  00 

2nd  Prize  250.00 

3rd  Prize  100.00 

Ten  at  $50.00  each 
150  at  $25.00  each 

IN  CANADA  (ALL  CITIES) 

FIRST  RUN  THEATRES 

1st  Prize  $250.(K) 

2nd  Prize  100.00 

Two  of  $50.00  each 
Three  of  $25.00  each 


SUBSEQUENT  RUN  THEATRES 

1 St  Prize  $200.(X) 

2nd  Prize  100.()0 

Two  of  $50.00  each 
Twelve  of  $25.(X)  each 

RKO  NATIONAL  CIRCUIT 

1st  Prize  $400.00 

2nd  Prize  200.00 

3rd  Prize 100.00 

Two  of  $50.00  each 

RKO  METROPOLITAN  N.Y.  CIRCUIT 

1st  Prize  $3(H).00 

2nd  Prize  200.00 

3rd  Prize  100.00 

Four  of  $50.00  each 


Thousand  Laugh, 

Who  Loved 


md  Heart  Throbs  For  All 
Tittle  Women’ 


Streatnlined  to  the  screen 
from  one  of  the  most  popular 
novels  ever  written  . . . with 
two  lovable  rogues  added  to 
the  most  laughed-  and  cried- 
over  group  of  folks  ever  caught 
between  the  covers  of  a book 
...Allas  a million  hearts  have 
pictured  them,  all  as  millions 
more  will  love  them  ...  in  a 
drama  - suspense  - excitement 
show  with  a box-office  call 
in  every  one  of  its  dozens  of 
crowd-pleasing  angles. 


GENE  TOWNE 


presents 


with 


II 


KAY  FRANCIS'JACK  OAKIE-GEORGE  RANCROFT 

RADIO  JIMMY  LYD0N*ANN  GILLIS*  CHARLES  ESMOND 

Directed  by  NORMAN  Z.  McLEOD 
fTUF  Produced  by  GENE  TOWNE  and  GRAHAM  BAKER 

' I nt  uUll/  Screen  play  by  Mark  Kelly  and  Arthur  Caesar 


Soon  to  be  previewed  prepara- 
tory to  early  release,  is  Harold 
Lloyd’s  production  for  RKO 
Radio,  “A  Girl,  a Guy  and  a Gob,” 
a riotous  comedy-romance-drama 
featuring  such  players  as  George 
Murphy,  Lucille  Ball  and  Edmond 
O’Brien.  The  Hollywood  tipoff  is 
that  the  show  has  everything  it 
takes  for  sensational  popular 
entertainment— fast  plot,  uproar- 
ious situations  and  wise-crack- 
ing dialogue,  with  every  scene 
touched  with  the  movie  magic 
of  its  producer,  and  its  director, 
Richard  Wallace. 


PRINT  DISCRIMINATION  OUT,  CIRCUIT  BUYING 

POWER  CHECKED  VIA  DECREE  IN  GOV'T'S  EYES 

(,  - — 


They’ll  "Wait  and  See” 

New  York — "Wait  and  see"  was  the  tone  of  the  first  Warner  circuit  zone  man- 
agers' meeting  since  entry  of  the  consent  decree,  according  to  a spokesman.  It 
was  a two-day  affair,  presided  over  at  the  home  office  by  Joseph  Bernhard,  gen- 
eral manager. 

In  the  discussions  revolving  about  common  problems,  future  operations  under  the 
consent  decree  presented  a picture  of  "wild  speculation,"  this  source  declares,  due  to 
the  uncertainty  over  (1)  how  blocks  of  five  will  finally  be  offered,  (2)  whether  all 
distributors  will  offer  blocks  at  the  same  time  or  stagger  them,  (3)  the  manner,  if 
any,  in  which  cancellations  might  be  available,  and  (4)  whether  distributors  will 
pursue  an  "auction  block"  approach  in  attempting  to  get  highest  rentals. 

■ J 


Arbitration  Considered 
As  Method  to  Restrict 
"Unfair"  Practices 

New  York — Print  discrimination  will  be 
adjudicated  through  arbitration  and  the 
purchasing  power  of  circuits  leveled  off 
through  the  same  machinery  under  the 
decree,  the  government  asserts. 

These  and  other  points  were  outlined 
by  James  V.  Hayes  of  the  department  of 
justice  in  analyzing  the  decree  before 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard.  Two  instal- 
ments, culled  from  the  stenographic  rec- 
ord of  Hayes’  presentation,  already  have 
appeared  in  Boxoffice.  This  concludes 
the  series: 

“Section  IX  has  to  do  with  what  we  call 
‘print  discrimination.’  A complaint  would 
be  of  this  nature:  Let  us  assume  in  a 
count  there  are  20  theatres  entitled  to 
second  run.  But  in  the  exchange  there 
are  only  six  prints.  Obviously,  the  20 
cannot  get  the  six  at  the  same  time. 
There  has  got  to  be  necessarily  some  dis- 
crimination. Now  in  many  situations  the 
exchange  manager  tries  to  keep  everybody 
happy  by  rotating  the  preference.  We  do 
get  complaints  and  have  received  numer- 
ous complaints  to  the  effect  that  in  par- 
ticular situations  one  exhibitor  always 
gets  the  preference  to  the  damage  of  the 
other  fellow,  the  complainant,  and  Section 
IV  is  named  to  meet  that  complaint. 

“It  provides  that  any  exhibitor  making 
such  a claim  may  arbitrate  his  claim  and, 
if  the  arbitrator  finds  that  the  distributor 
has  pursued  a policy  of  discrimination  in 
favor  of  one  exhibitor  as  against  another 
in  order  to  give  the  former  a prior  play- 
ing date,  he  shall  order  the  discontinuance 
of  such  policy  by  the  distributor. 

“Section  X is  another  attempt  made  by 
the  decree  to  meet  the  purchasing  power 
of  large  chains  of  theatres.  A situation 
typical  of  what  I have  in  mind  would  be 
one  like  this:  Jones  for  years  has  had  a 
theatre  in  a particular  town;  it  is  the 
only  theatre  he  owns.  He  has  competing 
against  him  a chain  of  50  theatres,  let  us 
say.  Jones  for  years  has  been  getting  the 
product  of  distributor  A.  The  chain  now 
goes  to  distributor  A and  says,  ‘If  you 
want  us  to  take  any  of  your  product  in 
any  of  our  50  theatres,  you  have  to  take 
the  product  away  from  Jones.’  The  dis- 
tributor is  faced  with  a rather  tough  busi- 
ness decision.  He  either  gets  the  revenue 
from  Jones  alone  or  loses  the  revenue  from 
50  theatres. 

“The  section  is  aimed  to  meet  com- 
plaints of  that  character  where  a chain 
of  theatres  is  favored  as  against  a small 
independent  exhibitor  in  the  distribution 
on  the  same  run.  We  have  defined  in  this 
section,  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  sec- 
tion an  independent  as  one  who  owns  and 
buys  for,  or  has  a common  agreement  with, 
no  more  than  five  theatres;  and  as  a cir- 
cuit one  which  consists  of  or  buys  for  more 
than  15  theatres. 

“The  section  is  limited  to  existing  thea- 
tres. An  independent  who  comes  along  af- 
ter this  decree  is  signed  and  builds  and 
operates  a theatre  will  not  be  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  this  section  and  the  reason 
for  that  is  one  that  ordinary  business 
prudence  dictates.  If  that  were  not  in  it. 


it  is  feared  by  all  that  this  section  would 
be  an  open  invitation  to  real  estate  specu- 
lators to  go  ahead  and  buy  theatres  and 
say  then  to  the  distributors,  ‘We  have 
the  best  and  the  newest  theatres  in  town. 
We  are  entitled  to  a run  under  this  sec- 
tion.’ Many  sections  are  obviously  over- 
built right  now.  However,  it  does  apply  to 
replacements  of  existing  theatres.  If  an 
independent  has  a theatre  today  and  re- 
places because  of  a growing  community 
with  another  theatre,  he  does  get  the  bene- 
fit of  this  section  provided  his  seating 
capacity  is  not  more  than  25  per  cent 
more  than  the  existing  theatre. 

“When  an  independent  claims  that  he 
is  being  denied  product  on  a run  being- 
given  to  a circuit  theatre  unfairly,  that 
he  should  get  the  run,  that  the  only  rea- 
son that  the  circuit  theatre  is  getting  it 
is  that  it  is  a circuit  theatre,  whereas  he 
is  just  an  independent  competing  against 
it,  he  may  bring  his  claim  to  arbitration. 
The  factors  the  arbitrators  are  to  con- 
sider are  set  forth  in  the  decree  and  here, 
as  in  the  clearance  section,  is  not  neces- 
sary to  review  those  factors.  Again  it  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  all  relevant  business 
factors  are  those  which  the  arbitrator 
must  consider.  If  the  arbitrator  finds  that 
there  has  been  such  favoritism  shown  to 
the  circuit  theatre,  that  the  circuit  thea- 
tre has  been  given  the  run  because  it  is  a 
circuit  theatre,  then  he  may  order  that 
from  time  to  time,  from  the  date  of  his 
award  forward,  after  the  expiration  of 
existing  contracts,  all  contracts  with  both 
the  competing  independent  theatre  and 
the  circuit  theatre  shall  be  made  with  them 
alone  without  consideration  being  given  to 
whatever  other  theatres  might  be  owned 
by  the  two  owners. 

“What,  in  effect,  is  brought  about  is  a 
pro  tanto  divorcement  of  the  circuit  thea- 


4 ■ ■ ■ 

Grooming  Bookers 
For  Sales  Posts 

New  York — Bookers  in  various  "Big 
Five"  exchanges  throughout  the  country- 
are  being  groomed  for  sales  posts  in  an- 
ticipation of  a need  for  additional  per- 
sonnel for  1941-42  selling  under  the  five- 
group  plan. 

It's  a two-way  step.  The  companies,  in 
the  main,  would  be  following  their  gen- 
eral policy  of  promoting  from  within  the 
ranks.  Also,  it  is  realized  the  bookers 
know  their  territories  thoroughly  and, 
thus,  are  natural  timber  for  sales  posts. 

■ •!> 


tre  from  the  circuit  to  which  it  belongs 
and  the  independent  theatre  from  what- 
ever other  theatres,  two  or  three  or  four, 
that  the  independent  exhibitor  might  own, 
and  it  leaves  the  two  theatres  as  com- 
peting entities  in  the  particialar  locality. 

“It  was  felt  that  was  the  fairest  award 
which  could  be  made.  It  would  restore 
competition  between  the  theatres  on  their 
merits  where  the  arbitrator  has  found,  af- 
ter considering  all  the  business  factors, 
the  only  reason  the  distributor  sold  the 
circuit  theatre  was  that  it  was  a circuit 
theatre  and  not  for  some  other  good  and 
sufficient  business  reason. 

“The  section  further  carries  a penalty 
provision,  as  it  were.  It  provides  that,  if 
after  an  award  has  been  made  by  an  ar- 
bitrator, a distributor  continues  to  sell  the 
circuit  theatre,  or  in  other  words,  declines 
or  fails  in  good  faith  to  comply  with  the 
award  of  the  arbitrator,  that  the  exhibi- 
tor thereby  affected  may  seek,  by  arbi- 
tration and  award,  compensatory  damages 
resulting  from  the  distributor’s  failure  to 
abide  in  good  faith  by  the  award. 

“Section  XVI  is  an  interesting  section. 
It  provides  that  no  officer,  employe  and 
so  on  of  any  consenting  defendant  or  no 
defendant  shall  be  held  to  have  disobeyed 
the  provisions  of  the  decree  in  any  situ- 
ation where  arbitration  is  provided  for 
unless  such  person  has  failed  to  comply 
with  the  award  in  arbitration.  The  effect 
of  it  is  that  there  can  be  no  contempt  pro- 
ceedings except  for  a failure  to  abide  by 
an  award.  The  reason  for  it  is  rather 
obvious  and  that  is  that,  if  a particular 
prohibition  or  restriction  set  up  in  the 
decree  is  not  obeyed  and  arbitration  is 
provided  for  it,  there  is  no  need  of  hav- 
ing arbitration  proceedings  going  on 
against  the  distributor  in  one  tribunal 
while  there  is  a contempt  proceeding  going 
on  against  the  distributor  in  another 
tribunal.  It  provides  for  the  arbitration 
of  disputes  and  only  when  a distributor 
has  failed  to  comply  with  the  award  where 
an  arbitration  is  provided  for  can  it  or  its 
employes  be  held  in  contempt. 

“Section  XVII  exempts  from  the  opera- 
tions of  the  decree  all  dealings  by  a d, 
tributor  defendant  with  its  own  theatre  <. 
affiliates;  that  is.  Paramount,  for  example 
may  make  any  agreement  it  chooses  with 
its  own  theatres,  and  Loew’s  may  make 
any  agreement  it  chooses  -with  its  own 
theatres,  and  such  agreements  are  exempt- 
ed from  the  operations  of  the  decree. 

“I  don’t  believe  it  necessary  at  this  point 
to  review  the  rules  of  arbitration  in  de- 
tail. Suffice  it  to  say  that  they  provide 
for  speed,  but  not  at  the  sacrifice  of  any 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Sees  No  Decree  Dictates  to  Voluntary  Angle  in 

Change  RKO  Chain  Policies  Arbitration  Cited 


New  York — Forthcoming  changes  as 
dictated  by  the  consent  decree  are  “too  far 
off”  to  suggest  any  contemplated  revision 
in  the  RKO  circuit’s  policies,  but  the  docu- 
ment offers  no  evidence  to  indicate  admis- 
sion prices  will  be  altered,  in  the  opinion 
of  John  J.  O’Connor,  general  manager. 

While  admitting  conditions  imposed  by 
the  decree  under  actual  operation  may  re- 
sult in  “some  confusion,”  O’Connor  is  of 
the  belief  all  efforts  will  be  directed  to- 
ward maintaining  current  scales.  Leaving 
a loophole  for  subsequently  altered  opin- 
ion, he  adds;  “Of  course,  we’ll  have  to  see 
it  work.” 

O’Connor  adds  the  RKO  circuit  is 
“fortunate”  in  its  physical  setup  as  it  bears 
on  the  situation  envisioned  under  the  de- 
cree. Firstly,  he  maintains,  the  partner- 
ship arrangement  under  which  Mort  Sin- 
ger personally  is  responsible  for  the  opera- 
tion of  16  midwest  houses,  and  Ike  Libson 
an  additional  12  in  and  around  Cincinnati 
and  Dayton,  relieves  the  home  office  of 
the  burden  of  these  out-of-town  situations. 
Thus,  but  50  units  in  the  metropolitan 
area,  plus  a few  scattered  out-of-town 
spots,  will  consume  the  immediate  atten- 
tion of  the  New  York  staff. 

Secondly,  and  importantly,  he  adds,  the 
product  situation  is  well  in  hand.  The  cir- 
cuit has  an  eight-year  franchise  with  20th 
Century-Fox,  which,  although  a decree 
signatory,  has  been  permitted  by  the  fed- 
eral court  to  continue  to  sell  the  chain  in 
full-line  blocks.  The  RKO  Radio  output 
is  another  full-line  sales  deal  under  the 
decree,  which  permits  a parent  company  to 
sell  in  any  desired  manner  to  its  theatre 
affiliate,  and,  which,  in  this  case,  is  an 
automatic  deal.  Universal,  which  is  not  a 
party  to  the  decree,  also  will  continue  to 
sell  the  circuit  full-line.  Which,  O’Connor 
asserts,  leaves  only  Warner  product  to  be 
negotiated  for  in  blocks  of  five.  Since 
Warner  has  been  dealing  with  the  circuit 
regularly,  it  is  a foregone  conclusion  both 
parties  will  have  little  trouble,  he  expects. 

New  Radio  Program 
For  Columbia  Short 

New  York — Columbia  will  add  a current 
network  radio  program  to  its  short  sub- 
jects lineup  with  the  signing  for  the  rights 
to  “So  You  Think  You  Know  Music.”  They 
will  be  one-reelers,  two  to  be  finished  for 
the  current  season,  with  the  balance  of 
the  series  of  13  to  be  produced  for  the 
1941-42  season. 

rr • ■■ 

Big  Ones  Wont  Go 
Into  Blocks,  Is  View 

New  York — Future  "Gone  With  the 
Winds/'  “Great  Dictators"  and  "Fan- 
tasias" are  not  going  to  be  included  in 
normal  blocks  of  five  selling,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  sales  executives.  If  and  when  such 
costly  and  lavish  productions  are  pro- 
duced they  will  be  sold  under  separate, 
single-picture  contracts,  much  in  the  man- 
ner they  are  currently  being  offered,  it 
is  added.  An  accompanying  prediction 
in  a similar  respect  is  that  films  for  which 
distributors  "suggest"  advanced  admis- 
sion prices,  as  was  the  case  with  "Boom 
Town,"  will  also  be  sold  on  separate  con- 
tract. 


(i  - 

Sees  "Prestige"  Films 
Dwindling  Under  Decree 

New  York — “Prestige"  pictures  will 
dwindle  to  the  vanishing  point  under 
sales  competition  imposed  by  terms  of  the 
consent  decree,  according  to  one  veteran 
observer.  Out-and-out  historical  dramas, 
great  works  of  literature  and  similar  ven- 
tures will  have  no  room  in  blocks  of  five 
“because  distributors  are  not  anxious  to 
hang  any  unnecessary  millstones  around 
the  necks  of  their  salesmen,"  runs  his 
view.  This  embraces  the  belief  the  fate 
of  a given  five-picture  block  sale  might 
often  hinge  on  the  speculated  evaluation 
of  a single  film  and  that,  if  this  were 
found  to  be  a straight  “prestige"  effort, 
it  might  “sour"  the  sale.  "Exhibitor  de- 
mand for  such  films  is  nil.  The  studios 
like  them,"  he  adds. 

VS  ^ 

New  Anti-Trust  Suit 
Basis  Seen  Set  Up 


Washington — Possibilities  of  a new  basis 
for  the  bringing  of  anti-trust  suits  by  in- 
dependent exhibitors  were  seen  in  Wash- 
ington this  week  in  conditions  laid  down 
by  the  supreme  court  in  one  of  its  de- 
cisions. 

In  that  decision,  involving  allegations 
of  conspiracy  to  control  the  bill  posting 
business  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  the  court 
held  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  a plain- 
tiff to  show  that  through  such  a con- 
spiracy he  has  been  deprived  of  the  ability 
to  obtain  any  product  whatever. 

The  court  also  held  that  activities  of 
a purely  local  nature  may  be  the  basis  for 
suit  when  it  appears  that  they  are  part  of 
a program  for  restraint  of  interstate  trade. 

The  decision  sent  back  to  the  ninth 
circuit  court  of  appeals  a case  which  it 
had  dismissed  because  it  thought  the  prac- 
tices alleged  were  local  in  nature  and  be- 
cause the  plaintiff  had  not  alleged  that 
he  was  prevented  thereby  from  obtaining 
product  of  any  nature. 

“Refused"  Posters  of  Others 

The  case  involved  that  actions  of  a bill 
posting  company,  a member  of  an  or- 
ganization with  one  member  in  each  com- 
munity, which  it  was  charged  had  used 
its  membership  to  cause  the  association 
to  refuse  to  handle  posters  for  any  manu- 
facturer or  advertiser  who  dealt  with  an 
independent  company,  thereby  hindering 
the  plaintiff  in  securing  such  posters. 

The  lower  court  dismissed  the  case  be- 
cause of  its  apparent  lack  of  effect  on 
interstate  trade  and  because  the  plaintiff 
admitted  he  could  still  get  some  product 
despite  the  activities  of  his  competitor. 
The  supreme  court,  however,  refused  to 
agree  that  the  allegations,  while  general, 
are  inadequate  now  that  they  were  coupled 
with  and  treated  solely  as  the  conse- 
quences of  local  activities  of  the  respon- 
dents. 


Suit  Resumes  in  Hub 

Boston — The  Waldo  Theatre  suit  against 
major  interests  has  resumed  in  federal 
court  here. 


• Continued  from  preceding  page) 
substantial  right.  They  provide  that,  in 
any  controversy  that  is  brought,  either 
party  thereto  may  have  notice  given  to 
any  third  person  not  joined  in  the  arbi- 
tration who  that  party  believes  would 
have  an  interest  in  the  outcome  of  the 
arbitration.  They  provide  further  that  all 
parties  who  believe  they  would  be  inter- 
ested in  the  outcome  or  affected  by  it  may 
intervene  in  the  arbitration.  In  short,  in- 
stead of  attempting  to  limit  free  and  open 
operation  of  this  arbitration  system,  there 
is  virtually  an  open  invitation  to  all  who 
might  be  affected  by  an  award  to  come  in 
and  present  their  grievances  or  their  claim 
to  the  arbitrators.  These  rules  insure  a 
full  and  fair  hearing.  They  provide  for 
appeals  in  all  cases.  As  a general  rule 
appeals  shall  be  had  on  written  briefs,  but 
they  provide  also  that,  if  the  parties  so 
stipulate,  they  may  have  oral  argument 
on  the  appeals  or  the  appeal  board  itself 
may  on  its  own  motion  order  oral  argu- 
ment. 

Free  to  Sue 

“I  almost  forgot  to  emphasize  what  is 
really  very  important.  That  is  that  the 
arbitration  for  exhibitors  is  entirely  vol- 
untary. There  is  no  legal  duty  on  any 
exhibitor  to  arbitrate  any  of  his  claims. 
If  he  prefers  to  bring  a treble  damage 
suit  against  the  distributor  he  is  per- 
fectly free  to  do  so.  There  is  no  legal 
right  taken  away  from  him.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  arbitration  is  compulsory  so  far 
as  the  consenting  distributors  are  con- 
cerned. They  must  arbitrate  every  claim 
brought  by  a complaining  exhibitor  under 
any  one  of  the  sections  of  the  decree. 

Preferable  to  Suits 

“I  don’t  believe  that  anybody  who  has 
participated  in  the  five  months  of  worry 
and  discussion  and  argument  considers 
the  decree  a panacea  or  the  dawn  of 
Utopia  in  the  industry.  At  the  same  time 
I think  it  fair  to  say  that  both  the  de- 
fendants and  the  government  honestly  be- 
lieve that  it  is  infinitely  to  be  preferred 
to  years  of  litigation  with  the  possibility 
at  the  end  of  the  chaos  that  might  result 
from  divorcement.  It  is  the  hope  and  the 
desire  of  all  that  it  will  bring  to  the  in- 
dustry a degree  of  peace  and  good  feeling. 
Every  human  safeguard  that  we  could 
think  of  has  been  thrown  about  the 
operation  of  the  arbitration  system  to 
keep  it  free,  efficient  and  impartial.  Events 
may  prove  the  need  for  a modification, 
and  jurisdiction  is  retained  in  the  court 
by  section  XIII  for  that  purpose. 

“Events  may  prove  the  failure  and,  if 
that  happens,  it  may  be  that  there  will 
be  no  alternative  but  for  the  government 
to  press  its  suit.  We  cannot  see  the  fu- 
ture. Those  of  us  who  have  worked  on 
this  decree  after  reviewing,  as  I said  at 
the  very  beginning,  the  numerous  in- 
dustrial problems  in  all  their  ramifica- 
tions with  the  government  representatives 
keeping  constantly  before  their  eyes,  as 
was  their  duty,  the  complaints  of  ex- 
hibitors and  the  complaints  of  public 
groups,  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  de- 
cree is  a desirable  forward  step.  We  be- 
lieve it  will  work.  We  believe  it  will  pro- 
duce good.” 


Add  Distributors 

Toronto — Two  distributor  representa- 
tives will  be  added  to  the  three  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  and  three  circuit  men  on 
the  national  clearance  board.  The  board 
was  set  up  some  time  ago. 
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Believes  Television  Will  Cut 
Into  Motion  Picture  Market 


A "Lillie  3"  Analysl 
Bearish  on  Upsurge 

New  York — One  spokesman  for  the 
“Little  Three”  does  not  anticipate  any 
widespread  additional  business  as  a result 
of  the  forthcoming  selling  policy  of  the 
“Big  Five.”  He  expects  the  same  or  slight- 
ly better  business. 

His  contention  is  that  his  customers  will 
use  the  product  of  Universal  and  Colum- 
bia as  a “cushion”  and  that  this  will  hold 
true  for  the  big  and  small  town.  The 
greatest  benefit  is  anticipated  from  the 
small  town  where  the  exhibitor,  not  par- 
ticularly worried  over  clearances,  can  rely 
on  a steady  flow  from  both  these  distribu- 
tors and  use  this  backlog  as  a bargaining 
wedge  with  others.  In  the  big  towns  the 
problem  of  clearance  is  regarded  as  the 
greatest  difficulty.  The  same  first  runs 
are  expected  to  sign  for  Columbia  and 
Universal,  which  means  the  subsequents 
will  have  to  wait  until  the  majors  and 
more  important  independent  first  runs 
play  off. 

Sees  “Big  5"  Product  Problem 

There  is  a prevailing  impression  in  some 
quarters  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  the 
“Big  Five”  to  maintain  a steady  flow  of 
product,  such  as  will  be  offered  by  the 
“Little  Three.”  The  source  explaining  his 
views  on  the  subject  argues  “Not  one  of 
the  ‘Big  Five’  now  releases  one  big  picture 
in  every  five.  Hence  there  will  be  a lot  of 
juggling  within  the  company  and  probably 
the  holding  up  of  pictures  until  the  right 
leadoff  attraction  comes  along  for  a par- 
ticular group  of  five.” 

The  small  town  exhibitor,  under  the  de- 
cree, will  probably  be  in  the  best  position 
he  was  ever  in,  according  to  this  spokes- 
man. “Because  he  has  no  release  problem 
and  can  wait  as  long  as  he  wants  before 
making  a deal  with  any  of  the  ‘Big  Five,’ 
he  may  even  be  in  a position  to  get  pic- 
tures cheaper  than  before.  Publicity 
means  something,  but  not  at  all  times.  Age 
means  more,  in  many  respects,  because  he 
may  be  able  to  benefit  the  longer  he  holds 
out,”  goes  this  theory. 

With  the  “Little  Three”  selling  full 
blocks,  some  see  another  advantage  to  the 
exhibitor  in  that  it  may  ease  buying  pres- 
sure. If  contracts  are  signed  with  these 
companies,  it  is  contended  the  exhibitor 
will  spend  the  balance  of  his  time  on  nego- 
tiations for  blocks  from  the  “Big  Five.” 
Universal,  Columbia  and  UA  do  not  plan  to 
alter  their  present  system  of  releasing, 
which  is  regarded  as  another  potential  ad- 
vantage to  the  exhibitor  in  that  he  can 
tell  far  in  advance  when  these  companies 
will  have  films  ready  instead  of  waiting 
for  salesmen  of  the  “Big  Five”  to  set  local 
releases. 


Earmark  $8,000,000  lor 
Television  Experiments 

Washington — The  largest  single  amount 
of  a total  of  $8,000,000  earmarked  for  ex- 
perimental work  in  television  in  the  imme- 
diate future  by  holders  of  FCC  television 
licenses  will  be  spent  by  the  Hughes  Pro- 
duction Division  of  the  Hughes  Tool  Co., 
with  which  Howard  Hughes,  film  producer, 
is  tied  up.  The  Hughes’  figure  alone  is 
$2,000,000. 

In  the  past  10 -year  period  of  experi- 
mental work  the  entire  amount  spent  on 
furthering  television  has  been  between 
$10,000,000  and  $20,000,000.  Granting  of 
a license  is  made  contingent  on  experi- 
mental efforts. 


The  following  article  was  written  for 
Boxoffice  hy  U.  A.  Sanabria,  president  of 
the  American  Television  Laboratories,  Chi- 
cago, but  does  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  publishers. 

The  author  is  credited  with  being  the 
first  person  to  make  commercial  use  of 
television  in  the  theatre  and  is  best  known, 
perhaps,  as  the  producer  of  the  largest 
television  picture.  At  one  time,  it  is  be- 
lieved 18  of  the  24  experimental  television 
stations  in  the  nation  were  using  his  equip- 
ment. From  1924-26,  he,  together  with  C. 
F.  Jenkins,  produced  what  are  reputed  to 
have  been  the  only  television  pictures  in 
America. 

Sanabria  advises  he  built  the  first  tele- 
vision sending  stations  in  Chicago  and  de- 
veloped the  “offset”  or  “interlaced”  scan- 
ning system,  now  standard  in  the  televi- 
sion industry.  He  states  he  was  the  first  to 
send  sight  and  sound  from  the  same  sta- 
tion, to  operate  a 10  hour  a day  schedule 
of  telecasting  and  to  manufacture  re- 
ceivers on  a commercial  scale.  Other  Sana- 
bria television  inventioris,  he  adds,  include 
the  dark  spot  scanner,  the  definition  multi- 
plier, the  current  level  amplifier  and  spot 
interposition. 


By  U.  A.  SANABRIA 

Chicago — An  analysis  of  the  effects  tele- 
vision will  have  on  motion  pictures  rela- 
tive to  future  public  interest  and  attend- 
ance once  the  art  of  wireless  picture  trans- 
mission is  released  to  the  public  on  a na- 
tional scale — whether  these  two  related 
forms  of  entertainment  and  education  will 
operate  on  a competitive  basis,  or  join 
forces  in  the  interest  of  a better,  more  ad- 
vanced, and  less  expensive  form  of  public 
service — has  been  requested  by  Boxoffice 
in  the  interest  of  enlightenment  on  this 
forthcoming  situation. 

There  are  those  who  believe  that  the 
theatre  will  never  be  affected  to  any  great 
extent;  that  the  film  industry  will  continue 


to  prosper  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  re- 
gardless of  what  is  offered  to  the  public 
in  the  way  of  television  entertainment.  In 
view,  however,  of  the  past  histories  of  en- 
tertainment and  industrial  trends,  we  can- 
not ourselves  share  this  belief.  Let  us 
briefly  review  a few  developments  ex- 
perienced in  the  40  years  of  the  twentieth 
century. 

Take  the  motor  vehicle,  for  instance;  so 
skeptic  were  the  critics  of  its  value  in  in- 
dustrial and  social  life  that,  in  many  in- 
stances, it  and  its  owner  were  forcibly  re- 
moved from  the  streets  as  a public  nuis- 
ance. The  horse  and  buggy  were  trans- 
portation supreme.  Yes,  supreme  in  those 
days;  but  compare  them  now.  The  horse 
is  making  its  last  stand  as  a public  servant 
on  small  plantations  while  the  automotive 
has  become  America’s  number  one  indus- 
try. There  were  those  who  were  quite  con- 
vinced that  motion  pictures  would  never 
replace  stage  shows,  yet  the  ratio  of  box- 
office  receipts  run  into  thousands  of  dol- 
lars to  one  in  favor  of  the  motion  picture 
houses. 

We  heard  it  predicted  that  radio  was  a 
passing  fad  and  would  never  offer  any 
perceptible  competition  to  its  predecessor, 
the  phonograph.  How  well  I remember 
that  familiar  old  slogan;  “With  a radio 
you  take  what  you  can  get;  with  a phono- 
graph you  get  what  you  want.”  Yet  what 
the  public  “could  get”  by  radio  has  been  so 
satisfactory  that  there  is  hardly  a home  in 
America  without  one,  while  phonographs 
are  as  scarce  as  hen’s  teeth. 

We  do  not  believe,  however,  that  the 
motion  picture  industry  will  share  the 
same  fate  of  extinction  by  the  process  of 
television.  This  belief  is  based  on  the  as- 
sumption that  those  connected  therewith 
see  and  heed  the  handwriting  on  the  wall. 
It  is  reported  that  some  of  America’s 
smartest  men  operate  and  control  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry.  Regardless  of 
whether  they  are  the  smartest,  they  should 

(Continued  on  page  31) 


This  and  No  More,  Says  Sanabria — 

“With  the  few  pieces  of  equipment  seen  in  this  picture  any  scene  may  be  tele- 
vised— compare  this  with  the  elaborateness  of  movie  equipment,”  observes 
the  author. 
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Urges  Immediate  Tax 
Structure  Revision 


Washington  — Immediate  revision  by 
federal,  state  and  local  governments  of 
the  present  tax  structure  which  imposes 
a burden  of  $15,000,000,000  a year  upon 
the  nation  is  urged  upon  the  temporary 
national  economic  committee  by  Dr.  H. 
Dewey  Anderson,  its  executive  secretary. 

In  a report  on  taxation,  recovery  and 
defense.  Dr.  Anderson  analyzed  the  past 
and  present  situation  and  probed  the  out- 
look for  the  future,  finding  that  many  of 
the  taxes  now  imposed  are  of  the  “re- 
gressive” class,  that  is.  they  fall  more 
heavily  upon  the  low  income  groups  than 
upon  the  m.ore  wealthy. 

Important  in  this  class  of  levies,  the  re- 
port brought  out,  is  the  admission  tax,  the 
most  important  of  the  “luxury”  taxes, 
which  in  1938  accounted  for  41.8  per  cent 
of  the  total  revenue  derived  from  that 
group.  At  that  time,  it  was  pointed  out, 
the  tax  was  subject  to  a 40-cent  exemp- 
tion: in  the  first  revenue  act  of  1940 
that  exemption  was  reduced  to  20  cents, 
but  no  estimate  is  yet  possible  of  the  per- 
centage of  total  luxury-tax  revenue  which 
it  will  reach  under  the  1940  tax  structure. 

“Collection  of  the  tax  has  been  made 
easy  by  simply  adding  it  to  the  price  of 
admission  tickets,”  Dr.  Anderson  pointed 
out.  “However,”  he  added,  “it  is  a very 
high  sales  tax,  and  one  which  bears  heav- 
ily on  the  amusement  costs  of  the  peo- 
ple.” 

An  immediate  overhauling  of  the  whole 
tax  structure,  the  report  warned,  is  es- 
sential if  the  nation  is  to  survive  the  de- 
fense program  and  the  reorganization  that 
will  follow  the  return  of  peace. 

“If  a well-devised  system  of  taxation  is 
employed  to  complement  other  methods 
of  price  control  and  organization  of  the 
wartime  economy,  it  is  possible  that  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  the  national  debt  will 
not  be  unbearable,  mass  purchasing  power 
will  be  available  to  cushion  the  transition 
of  the  economy  from  a war  to  peacetime 
level,  and  the  inevitable  deflation  will  be 
kept  within  limits  which  will  not  threaten 
the  very  life  of  the  nation,”  Dr.  Anderson 
asserted.  “The  accumulation  of  unsolved 
problems  which  burden  us  as  we  enter 
the  present  preparedness  era  makes  it  im- 
perative that  we  find  some  fundamental 
solution  both  for  them  and  for  others 
which  loom  ahead.” 


SchlaUer  on  the  Job 
Once  More  at  UA 

New  York — L.  Jack  Schlaifer,  western 
sales  head  for  UA,  returned  to  his  post 
early  in  the  week  following  a vacation 
in  Atlantic  City. 

■ U 

Artists  Contribute  Works 
For  Greek  Reliei  Auction 

New  York — More  than  200  paintings, 
w'ater  colors,  etchings  and  sculptures  have 
been  contributed  to  the  Greek  War  Relief 
Ass’n  by  leading  artists  and  will  be  auc- 
tioned off  at  the  Barbizon  Plaza  Gallery, 
December  22  as  part  of  the  organization’s 
appeal  for  $10,000,000  for  civilian  relief  in 
Greece. 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s 
and  M-G-M,  has  contributed  $500;  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears,  general  sales  manager  for 
Warner,  $200;  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  RKO  sales,  $100.  These 
are  among  film  names  which  include  all 
important  executives. 

Spyros  P.  Skouras,  head  of  National 
Theatres,  is  national  chairman  for  the 
drive.  His  brother,  George,  is  assisting 
him  in  the  east;  Van  Nomikos,  indepen- 
dent circuit  operator  in  Chicago,  in  the 
midwest,  and  Charles  P.  Skouras,  head  of 
FWC,  in  the  west. 


Warner  Employes  Give 
Heavily  to  War  Funds 

New  York — Warner  employes  have  con- 
tributed $5,200  to  the  British  War  Relief 
and  approximately  $500  to  the  Greek  War 
Relief  Fund.  In  addition,  women  em- 
ployes have  given  their  services  in  knitting 
some  500  garments.  The  contributions 
came  from  workers  throughout  the 
country. 


Rejoins  Quimby 

Ft.  Wayne — Harvey  Cocks,  formerly 
general  manager  of  the  Quimby  circuit  of 
six  local  theatres,  has  rejoined  the  circuit 
in  the  same  capacity  after  a year  and  a 
half  in  Syracuse  as  manager  of  Schine’s 
Strand. 


Ascap-Nebraska  Case 
Before  Highest  Court 


Washington — The  United  States  Su- 
preme Court  has  agreed  to  review  the 
Nebraska  Ascap  case  with  a view  to  de- 
termining whether  the  three-man  Federal 
District  Court  at  Lincoln  erred  in  1937 
in  refusing  a motion  by  the  state  to  dis- 
miss the  case  brought  by  the  music  or- 
ganization to  restrain  enforcement  of  the 
so-called  state  anti-monopoly  act. 

The  appeal  was  brought  to  Washing- 
ton by  the  Nebraska  attorney  general 
shortly  before  the  Florida  authorities  and 
Ascap  separately  filed  api^als  from  a 
decision  relating  to  the  music  law  of  that 
state,  on  which  the  court  may  announce 
its  action  next  week. 

Since  the  refusal  of  the  Nebraska  court 
to  dismiss  the  suit  was  followed  by  a de- 
cision holding  that,  since  one  provision 
of  the  law  was  in  violation  of  the  copy- 
right act,  the  whole  statute  was  invalid, 
the  only  question  brought  to  the  Supreme 
Court  was  whether  the  lower  tribunal  had 
erred  in  completing  the  case  in  the  face 
of  the  state’s  objection,  the  Nebraska  of- 
ficials contending  that  the  court  should 
have  upheld  the  law. 

Seeks  Quick  Settlement 

There  are  indications  that  Ascap,  con- 
fronted by  state  laws  and  a bitter  opposi- 
tion from  the  broadcasting  industry  to  its 
royalty  demands  for  1941,  is  seeking  a 
quick  settlement  of  the  department  of  jus- 
tice suit  instituted  some  six  years  ago, 
which  was  revived  last  year,  after  having 
been  long  on  the  shelf. 

At  the  department,  it  is  indicated  that 
some  conversations  have  been  under  way 
regarding  a consent-decree  settlement,  but 
no  information  is  vouchsafed  regarding  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  or  the  lines 
upon  which  the  department  will  express 
itself  satisfied  and  ask  for  court  approval 
of  a settlement. 

The  department’s  case  was  brought  in 
the  early  days  of  the  Roosevelt  Adminis- 
tration, but  was  sidetracked  before  it 
could  be  tried,  and  for  several  years  was 
practically  lost  sight  of.  It  was  brought 
out  and  dusted  off  some  months  ago,  since 
which  time  the  department  has  sporadic- 
ally devoted  some  attention  to  it. 


Unity  Is  the  Keynote  in 
Hollywood,  Reports  Hays 

New  York — Unity  is  the  keynote  in  Hol- 
lywood these  days.  So  reports  Will  H.  Hays 
on  his  return ' from  a short  stay  at  the 
studios.  In  highlight: 

“Hollywood,  in  harmony  with  the  spirit 
of  the  times  in  America,  is  going  full  steam 
ahead  with  a planned  program  of  enter- 
tainment required  by  its  leadership  in  the 
art  and  the  industry’s  responsibility  to  the 
public.  This  is  being  achieved  with  the 
loyal  cooperation  of  all  branches  of  the 
industry.  It  marks  a spirit  of  unity  of 
which  we  may  all  be  proud. 

“This  spirit  is  reflected  in  the  way  Hol- 
lywood is  meeting  every  call  upon  it  for 
charity,  relief  and  community  coopera- 
tion.” 


Signs  the  "Quiz  Kids" 

New  York — Paramount  has  signed  up 
the  “Quiz  Kids,”  who  appear  weekly  over 
a national  network  emanating  out  of  Chi- 
cago, for  a series  of  shorts  for  1941-42. 


Cf  ^•) 

The  Legion  of  Decency  Pledge 

New  York — Here  is  the  text  of  the  Legion  of  Decency  pledge  which  Catholics 
were  asked  to  renew  last  weekend  at  the  invitation  of  the  Bishops'  Committee  on 
Motion  Pictures: 

"In  the  Name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 

"I  condemn  indecent  and  immoral  motion  pictures  and  those  which  glorify 
crime  or  criminals.  I promise  to  unite  with  all  who  protest  against  them. 

"I  acknowledge  my  obligation  to  form  a right  conscience  about  pictures  that 
are  dangerous  to  my  moral  life. 

"As  a member  of  the  Legion  of  Decency,  I pledge  myself  to  see  only  good 
pictures.  I promise,  further,  to  stay  away  altogether  from  places  of  amusement  which 
show  pictures  that  can  be  an  occasion  of  sin." 


Toledo — Twenty-one  million  Catholics  will  have  signed  the  Legion  of  Decency 
pledge,  "Catholic  Chronicle"  estimated  prior  to  the  scheduled  reaffirmation. 

In  a published  reference  to  theatre  managers,  the  publication  stated: 

"They  are  expected  to  advance  the  Legion  of  Decency  movement  by  fighting  any 
evils  within  the  industry  itself  which  hamper  them  in  supporting  the  Legion  of  Decency 
and  to  enlist  the  support  of  the  general  public  in  such  effort. 

"Those  interested  in  the  organization  stress  the  fact  that,  if  members  take  the 
pledge  thoughtlessly  and  forget  their  responsibilities  under  it,  the  Legion  of  Decency 
can  accomplish  nothing." 

^ ■ - —>J 
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Gov'l  Washes  Up  the  State  Law  to  "Spike”  Decree 
B&K  Contempt  Suit  Based  on  Majors'  Old  Plan 


Chicago — As  Boxoffice  had  predicted, 
the  government,  on  December  10,  wound 
up  their  lengthy  Chicago  anti-trust  suit 
against  Balaban  & Katz,  B&K  Manage- 
ment Co.  and  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc., 
when  Federal  Judge  Charles  E.  Woodward 
found  the  defendants  guilty  of  contempt 
of  court  and  fined  them  a total  of  $10,000. 
B&K  was  fined  $5,000  and  costs;  B&K 
Management  Co.,  $2,500  and  costs;  and 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  $2,500  and  costs. 
The  companies  had  entered  pleas  of  nolle 
contendre,  tantamount  to  guilty  pleas. 

Seven  producing  companies  were  ac- 
quitted. They  were;  Warner  Bros.  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  20th  Century-Pox,  RKO  Radio 
Pictures,  Inc.;  Universal  Pictures,  Inc.; 
Loew’s,  Inc.;  United  Artists  Pictures,  Inc., 
and  Vitagraph,  Inc. 

The  Chicago  decree  which  Federal  Judge 
Woodward  signed  now  concurs  with  the 
New  York  consent  decree  and  provides 
that  all  contracts  between  producers  and 
exhibitors . that  do  not  expire  by  Sept.  1, 
1941,  will  automatically  expire  at  that 
time. 

The  battle  to  break  up  the  exhibitor’s 
control  of  the  film  output  started  in  1928 
when  the  government  filed  criminal  in- 
formations under  the  Sherman  anti-trust 
act  against  the  exhibitors.  In  1932  a 
consent  decree  was  entered  in  these  suits 
but  in  1938  contempt  charges  were  filed 
against  the  10  companies  and  Barney 
Balaban.  At  that  time  Judge  Woodward 
gave  the  matter  to  Special  Master  in 
Chancery  Edgar  Eldridge.  Eldridge  spent 
two  years  gathering  evidence  and  on  De- 
cember 2 made  a report  virtually  clearing 
the  exhibitors  of  charges.  However,  as 
expected.  Judge  Woodward  entered  his  de- 
cree last  Tuesday  contrary  with  the  gen- 
eral tenor  of  the  report. 

The  case  was  presented  for  the  govern- 
ment by  Robert  Wright  and  Seymour  Si- 
mon. The  legal  firm  of  Kirkland,  Flem- 
ing, Green,  Martin  & Ellis  handled  the 
case  for  B&K  and  Paramount. 

"Main  Feature  First"  Plan 
Doesn't  Augment  Income 

New  York — A two-months’  old  experi- 
ment by  the  RKO  circuit  in  switching  the 
main  feature  on  double  bill  programs  to  al- 
low patrons  to  see  it  without  waiting  for 
the  “secondary”  feature  has  not  altered 
“the  dollars  and  cents”  position  of  the 
units  where  the  idea  is  being  tried  out.  It 
offers  evidence  that  it  is  a convenience  to 
a large  portion  of  regular  patrons,  accord- 
ing to  John  J.  O’Connor,  general  manager. 

About  six  units  in  the  metropolitan  area 
and  the  Grand,  Columbus,  are  now  oper- 
ating in  reverse  of  the  usual  practice 
where  double  bills  are  shown.  The  main 
film  precedes  the  other,  with  schedules 
timed  so  late  show  patrons  may  catch  the 
more  important  of  the  two  attractions  and 
leave  the  theatre  at  approximately  10;  30 
p.  m.,  and  not  at  the  much  later  hour  im- 
posed if  they  were  compelled  to  view  the 
“plus  attraction”  before  the  main  film. 

No  further  extension  of  the  experiment 
is  being  considered,  O’Connor  adds. 


Hecht  Adapting  “Ours" 

Hollywood — Ben  Hecht  is  adapting 
“Tonight  Is  Ours”  for  Paramount.  Lo- 
retta Young  will  be  starred  and  Gregory 
Ratoff  will  direct. 


Decree  lo  Highlight 
Four  Conventions 


New  York — The  consent  decree  will 
highlight  four  exhibitor  conventions  dur- 
ing the  next  month.  Each  of  the  groups 
has  invited  sales  representatives  of  major 
companies  to  outline  their  views. 

The  first  session  will  be  that  of  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma  at 
Oklahoma  City,  December  16.  This  will  be 
followed  by  the  Kansas-Missouri  Theatre 
Owners  meeting  in  Kansas  City,  Decem- 
ber 17. 

On  January  10,  the  United  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Illinois  will  hold  an  annual  conven- 
tion at  Springfield. 

Sidney  Samuelson  has  called  the  third 
annual  convention  of  the  Allied  of  East- 
ern Pennsylvania  for  January  14  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

No  date  has  been  definitely  set  for  the 
annual  Allied  directors’  meeting  in  Wash- 
ington, but  it  is  not  expected  to  be  held 
until  after  the  Philadelphia  conclave. 


Swing  to  Newsreel  Houses 
Is  Reported  in  Japan 

New  York — Although  building  has  been 
at  a standstill  for  some  time  due  to  the 
war,  many  of  the  smaller  theatres  in 
Japan  have  been,  and  are  being,  converted 
into  newsreel  theatres,  according  to  Morey 
Marcus,  general  manager  for  M-G-M  in 
Japan,  here  on  his  first  vacation  in  three 
years.  There  are  approximately  500  such 
houses  in  the  country  now  and  they  show 
American,  Japanese  and  other  foreign 
subjects. 

Because  of  the  war,  building  material  is 
at  a premium  with  the  result  Japan  does 
not  anticipate  any  new  theatres  for  some 
time.  There  are  approximately  2,200 
houses  in  the  country,  practically  all  of 
which  are  wired  for  sound.  Admission  to 
the  newsreels  are  10  and  20  sen,  which 
amounts  to  two  and  four  cents,  American. 
First  run  houses  charge  50  sen  to  a yen 
and  a half,  or  10  to  30  cents,  American. 
Tokyo  has  several  hundred  newsreel 
houses,  Marcus  states. 

Further  restrictions  have  been  placed 
upon  imported  pictures  by  the  finance 
ministry.  Up  to  some  time  ago  American 
distributors  have  had  carte  blanche  on 
peiTOits,  but  the  attitude  of  the  Nipponese 
government  is  to  select  pictures  only  of  a 
cultural  type.  In  this  classification  are 
“Young  Tom  Edison”  and  “Edison,  the 
Man.”  Each  American  company  now  is 
allowed  about  six  features  a year. 

Films  are  the  only  recreational  enter- 
tainment in  Japan  today,  Marcus  holds. 
Pictures  which  are  too  rough,  noisy  or 
freakish  are  out.  All  money  is  frozen  in 
Japan  and  there  is  no  indication  when  re- 
mittances will  flow  again. 

Deny  Ascap  Gov't  Suit 
Headed  for  Settlement 

New  York — Milton  Diamond  and  Louis 
D.  Frohlich,  attorneys  for  Ascap,  and  Ed- 
win Claude  Mills,  chairman  of  the  admin- 
istration committee,  deny  Washington  re- 


Minneapolis — Northwest  Allied’s  state 
legislation  to  nullify  and  circumvent  many 
of  the  consent  decree  provisions  and  to 
cover  grievances  “ignored”  by  that  docu- 
ment will  be  based  largely  on  the  code 
of  fair  trade  practices  agreed  to  by  the 
majors  and  rejected  by  the  department  of 
justice. 

“Item  for  item,”  says  Fred  Strom,  exec- 
utive secretary,  “it  will  cover  practically 
everything  in  the  code  of  fair  trade  prac- 
tices submitted  to  the  Northwest  Allied 
convention  here  a year  ago  by  W.  F. 
Rodgers.”  Rodgers  was  chairman  of  the 
joint  distributor  committee.  The  Allied 
unit,  following  the  lead  of  national  Al- 
lied, rejected  the  proposals  then. 

“These  concessions  were  approved  by 
the  major  distributors,  and  independents 
in  this  territory  now  are  willing  to  ac- 
cept them,”  Strom  says.  “It  is  felt  they 
are  infinitely  to  be  preferred  to  the  con- 
sent decree  terms.” 

Additionally,  the  measure,  pointed  for 
introduction  at  the  outset  of  the  state 
legislature  next  month,  will  be  designed  to 
halt  further  circuit  expansion  and  build- 
ing of  new  theatres.  It  also  would  make 
mandatory  a 20  per  cent  cancellation 
privilege  in  film  contracts. 

A convention  of  all  independent  exhibi- 
tors in  the  territory  has  been  called  for 
January  5 and  6 to  lay  battle  lines.  From 
the  convention  hall  here  the  Minnesota 
independent  exhibitors  would  go  en  masse 
to  the  legislature  in  St.  Paul  to  buttonhole 
legislators  and  urge  passage  of  the  bill, 
according  to  present  plans. 

The  bill  also  would  prohibit  the  showing 
of  16mm  films  in  taverns,  night  clubs,  etc. 

“Our  position  is  that  we  are  entitled  to 
take  what  the  distributors  already  had 
offered  us  and  what’s  rightfully  ours  and 
to  embody  these  things  in  our  proposed 
law,”  explains  Strom.  “The  second  para- 
graph of  Section  E,  Clause  23,  in  the  con- 
sent decree  permits  exhibitors  to  circum- 
vent undesirable  provisions  and  to  obtain 
state  legislation  to  cover  matters  omitted 
from  the  code.” 

May  Re-Sell  "Wings"  at 
Advanced  Admissions 

New  York — Behind  withdrawal  from 
release  of  “I  Wanted  Wings”  is  a possi- 
bility the  film  will  be  sold  at  advanced 
admissions,  although  Neil  F.  Agnew,  Para- 
mount vice-president  in  charge  of  distri- 
bution, is  not  discussing  such  an  even- 
tuality. He  merely  states  the  picture, 
originally  slated  for  release  March  21 
next,  has  been  withdrawn. 


Broidy  Headguartering 
In  East  Temporarily 

New  York — Steve  Broidy,  recently  ap- 
pointed general  sales  manager  for  Mono- 
gram, is  making  his  headquarters  at  the 
local  exchange  until  after  the  first  of 
the  year  when  he  will  switch  his  activities 
to  the  coast.  He  has  been  touring  eastern 
exchanges,  having  visited  Philadelphia  and 
Washington  this  week. 


ports  indicating  that  the  department  of 
justice  suit  against  their  organization  is 
headed  for  a settlement  through  a consent 
decree. 
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Unaulhorized  Runs 
Increase,  Report 


— 

Now  Reissues  Loom  Up 

New  York — The  tail  end  of  the  current  season,  starting  around  July,  is  expected 
to  see  a flock  of  reissues  being  offered  under  separate  contract  by  the  "Big  Five"  to 
take  place  of,  not  supplement,  scheduled  releases.  The  reason,  according  to  informed 
sales  sources,  would  be  to  permit  the  consent  decree-bound  majors  to  get  a head  start 
on  blocks  of  five  production,  the  time  element  for  which  looms  as  a large  obstacle  if 
production  crews  are  occupied  turning  out  promised  units  of  the  1940-41  program. 

Therefore,  these  sales  sources  presume,  attractive  and  hand-picked  reissues  may 
be  offered  to  allow  the  studios  to  concentrate  on  the  new  season  product.  M-G-M  is 
considering  "West  Point  of  the  Air"  as  the  lead  off  picture  if  the  situation  works  out  as 
expected.  Warner's  current  reissue  of  "Here  Comes  the  Navy"  is  viewed  by  some 
observers  as  a timely  move  as  well  as  a "feeler"  among  theatre  operators. 

Vf-  - —>J 

Arbitration  Report  by  Braden 
Prelude  to  Action  by  AAA 


New  York — Preliminary  spade  work  will 
be  replaced  with  action  when  the  AAA’s 
administrative  board  meets  December  18 
to  get  a first  hand  report  and  receive 
recommendations  from  J.  Noble  Braden, 
executive  director  of  the  film  tribunals, 
who  returned  over  the  weekend  from  a 
trip  to  12  key  cities  in  connection  with  se- 
lecting personnel  and  locations  in  further- 
ance of  a February  1 start  for  hearing 
complaints. 

Braden  will,  on  the  basis  of  personal  in- 
terviews with  potential  chief  clerks  and 
arbitrators,  inform  the  administrative 
committee  it  is  desirable  to  set  up  panels 
of  arbitrators  who  are  locally  known  as 
business  men  because  they  are  conversant 
with  contracts,  which  is  a particularly 
dominant  phase  of  distribution.  He  is 
also  said  to  favor  selection  of  men  who  are 
in  the  credit  business,  because  of  their 
familiarity  with  finance.  The  AAA  is  also 
prepared  to  draft  a number  of  arbitrators 
from  its  standing  panel  of  some  7,000,  as- 
suming their  backgrounds  make  them 
eligible. 

Following  next  Wednesday’s  session  Bra- 
den will  leave  for  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and 
Minneapolis.  He  will  return  for  the 
Christmas  holidays  and  then  depart  to  set 
up  southern  offices,  which  should  be  com- 
pleted by  January  15.  He  has  already 
visited  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  Den- 
ver, Seattle,  Dallas,  Indianapolis,  Cleve- 
land, St.  Louis,  Salt  Lake  City,  and  Okla- 
homa City. 

The  administrative  board,  at  its  sec- 
ond meeting  Wednesday,  dwelt  almost  en- 
tirely on  the  financial  character  of  the 
arbitration  system.  This  had  to  do  with 
salaries  to  be  paid  various  personnel  and 
estimates  of  incoming  and  outgoing  reve- 
nue. Samuel  D.  Leidersdorf  presided  in 
an  advisory  capacity.  The  committee  de- 
ferred until  its  next  meeting  a final  de- 
cision on  various  forms  that  will  be  used 
for  filing  of  complaints  so  that  Braden, 
who  has  had  considerable  experience  in 
this  respect,  has  had  an  opportunity  to 
study  the  drafts. 


Brown  Succeeds  Lewis  in 
Paramount  Coast  Post 

Hollywood  — George  Brown  has  been 
appointed  director  of  publicity  at  Para- 
mount studios,  succeeding  Cliff  Lewis, 
who  has  resigned.  The  appointment  be- 
comes effective  immediately. 

Brown  leaves  Warner,  where  he  was  in 
charge  of  publicity  for  the  Frank  Capra 
unit,  to  accept  the  new  post  at  Paramount. 


Studying  Test  Runs 
For  "Story"  Policy 


New  York — Although  a few  alternatives 
are  yet  to  be  considered,  M-G-M  is  not 
inclined  to  market  “The  Philadelphia 
Story”  under  a “Boom  Town”  advance  ad- 
mission policy.  Further  study  is  being 
made  of  the  results  of  six  pre-release  en- 
gagements in  Cincinnati,  Milwaukee, 
Reading,  Providence,  Louisville  and  Roch- 
ester, where  the  film  has  been  held  over 
a second  week. 

Figures  show  the  picture  is  doing  busi- 
ness in  these  spots  well  over  the  average 
M-G-M  release  and  comfortably  above 
“Babes  in  Arms,”  one  of  the  company’s 
biggest  grossers  in  recent  years.  These 
films,  of  course,  played  the  same  theatres 
at  regular  admissions.  “Philadelphia 
Story,”  however,  is  running  slightly  under 
“Boom  Town,”  the  first  M-G-M  release 
to  go  out  with  a “recommendation”  that 
exhibitors  boost  scales  25  per  cent  at  mat- 
inees and  33  1-3  per  cent  at  night,  which 
was  followed  with  rare  exception.  On  the 
basis  of  the  “Boom  Town”  comparison, 
the  company  is  not  inclined  to  follow  the 
same  course  for  “Story.” 

One  important  factor  militates  against 
a final  decision  at  once,  however.  This 
is  said  to  be  the  realization  that  the  film 
is  being  tested  at  a period  of  the  year 
when  business  is  concededly  off  all  over 
the  country.  It  may  finally  turn  out  ad- 
ditional test  engagements  may  be  run  off 
in  mid-January  when  grosses  are  not 
hampered  by  holiday  competition  and,  if 
these  should  show  justifiable  results,  the 
“Boom  Town”  policy  may  yet  follow. 
Then  there  is  «lso  the  possibility  the  sales 
department  may  give  exhibitors  a frank 
appraisal  of  the  business  at  the  current 
six  pre-release  spots  and  permit  operators 
to  sell  it  as  they  see  fit. 


Majors  Place  Dozen  More 
On  December  Schedule 

Hollywood — An  additional  12  pictures 
have  been  placed  on  December  schedules 
by  major  studios,  augmenting  the  already 
busy  quotas  and  virtually  guaranteeing  an 
unslackened  pace  through  the  Christmas 
and  New  Year  holidays.  Picture-making 
activity  also  seems  slated  to  continue  at 
high  speed  through  January,  during  which 


New  York — There  were  unauthorized 
extensions  of  run  and  bicycling  of  pic- 
tures in  26  per  cent  of  theatres  in  32  states 
investigated  by  the  Copyright  Pretection 
Bureau  this  year  as  compared  with  viola- 
tions aggregating  28  per  cent  in  similar  in- 
vestigations last  year,  it  is  noted  in  the 
CPB’s  annual  report  by  Jack  H.  Levin, 
director. 

It  is  also  revealed  by  Levin  that  the 
consent  decree  does  not  affect  any  of  the 
problems  involved  in  the  effort  of  the 
majors  to  prevent  such  violations.  Their 
report  also  takes  cognizance  of  the  funda- 
mental copyright  basis  of  distribution  em- 
ployed in  the  industry  and  the  only  one 
considered  as  a formal  licensed  exhibi- 
tion. This  principle  is  that  only  those  ex- 
hibitions booked  in  advance  of  the  play- 
date,  as  confirmed  in  writing  in  the  regu- 
lar course  by  the  distributors  for  specified 
dates  at  a designated  theatre  is  appro- 
priate, and  is  unaffected  by  the  decree, 
whether  pictures  are  marketed  singly  or 
in  blocks. 

7-to-l  "BicYcle" 

Discussing  the  year’s  activities,  the  re- 
port states  that  for  each  theatre  found  to 
be  involved  in  unauthorized  “holdovers,” 
there  were  seven  theatres  found  to  be  in- 
volved in  bicycling.  On  the  other  hand, 
where  general  territorial  investigations  not 
based  upon  specific  complaints  were  made 
of  the  theatres  in  a number  of  selected  ter- 
ritories, it  was  found  six  theatres  were  in- 
volved in  the  holdover  type  to  only  one 
engaged  in  bicycling.  Investigations  of 
stolen,  duped  and  bootlegged  prints  in  12 
states  resulted  in  the  recovery  and  the  re- 
turn to  major  distributors  of  the  whole  or 
portions  of  the  prints  of  91  separately 
copyrighted  subjects  belonging  to  major 
distributors,  according  to  Levin. 

An  accompanying  report  of  Edward  A. 
Sargoy,  special  counsel  to  the  CPB  in 
copyright  matters,  pays  tribute  to  the  con- 
tributions of  the  late  Gabriel  L.  Hess,  his 
predecessor,  in  respect  to  solving  copyright 
problems  of  distribution  both  from  the  ju- 
dicial as  well  as  the  legislative  point  of 
view.  Joseph  L.  Stein  is  associate  attor- 
ney with  Sargoy. 


month  16  pictures  already  are  set  to  go 
before  the  cameras. 

December  lists  include: 

Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  “A  Very  Young 
Lady,”  RKO  Radio’s  “The  Devil  and  Miss 
Jones”  and  an  untitled  Tim  Holt  western, 
M-G-M’s  “Mr.  Co-Ed”  and  “Rage  in 
Heaven,”  “Paramount’s  “Skylark”  and 
“One  Night  in  Lisbon,”  "Warner’s  “Bad 
Men  of  Missouri,”  Hal  Roach’s  “Broadway 
Limited”  and  Republic’s  “Petticoat  Poli- 
tics,” “Gangs  of  Kansas  City”  and  a serial, 
“The  Adventures  of  Captain  Marvel.” 

For  January,  the  lineup  comprises: 

“How  Green  Was  My  Valley.”  “The 
Great  American  Broadcast,”  “Belle  Starr” 
and  “The  Eagle  Flies,”  all  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox; “Fiesta  in  Manhattan,”  “Miss 
Wheelwright  Discovers  America,”  “The 
Bride  Came  C.  O.  D.”  and  “Sergeant  York” 
at  Warner;  “We  Dare  Not  Love,”  “Vigil- 
antes” and  “Senate  Page  Boys”  at  Co- 
lumbia; “Power  Dive”  at  Paramount; 
“Rookies’  Roost”  at  Republic;  “How  to 
Meet  a Man”  at  RKO  Radio;  “Dr.  Jekyll 
and  Mr.  Hyde”  at  M-G-M,  and  “The 
Lady  From  Cheyenne”  and  a Richard 
Arlen-Andy  Devine  starrer  at  Universal. 
RKO  Radio  has  pegged  a March  date  on 
“Weekend  for  Three.” 
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FOR  THE  300 

THEATRES  PLAYING 
ALEXANDER  KORDA’S 


AS  THEIR 


CHRISTMAS  ATTRACTION! 


<Meld  04Ae^  for  second  big  week  at  RADIO  CITY 


MUSIC  HALL  as  first  week-end  hits  one  of  the  highest 
grosses  in  the  last  four  months!  Both  Saturday  and 
Sunday  from  12  noon  on^  a full  hour’s  wait  for  seats! 


"NORTH  WEST  MOUNTED"  REGAINS  DOMINANCE 


BOSTON 

Fenway — The  Letter  (FN);  Tugboat  Annie 

Sails  Again  (FN)  110 

Keith's  Memorial — You’ll  L'ind  Out  (RKO); 

Pastor  Hall  (UA)  90 

Loew’s  Orpheum — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M); 

Kit  Carson  (UA)  115 

Loew's  State — Same  as  Orpheum 100 

Metropolitan — North  West  Mounted  Poliee 

(I’ara’t);  Youth  Will  Be  Served  (20th-Fox) . . 1G5 
Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  105 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Dispatoli  From  Keuter’s  (WB) 75 

Chicago — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t),  plus 

stage  show  125 

(larrick — Howards  of  Virginia  (Col),  2nd 

loop  wk 125 

Oriental — Public*  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  95 

Palace — Vou’Il  Find  Out  (RKO);  (fueen  of 

Destiny  (RKO),  2nd  wk.,  1st  half 100 

Palace — ‘'even  Sinners  (Univ):  Dreaming  Out 

Loud  (RKO).  2nd  half  100 

Roosevelt — ]Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  loop  wk 100 

State-Lake — Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show  125 

United  Artists — Escape  (M-G-M)  115 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox)  160 

Capitol — North  Best  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

3rd  wk 100 

Grand — Lady  With  Bed  Bair  (WB) 90 

Keith's — The  Letter  (FN),  2nd  wk 110 

Lyric — Kit  Carson  (UA)  105 

Palace — Seven  Sinners  (Univ)  95 

Shubert — Yiai’ll  Find  Out  (RKO),  2nd  wk 90 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — The  Letter  (FN),  2nd  wk 110 

Hippodrome — The  Mark  of  /orro  (20th-Fox) . . . 90 
Lake — Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (FN);  I’m 

Still  Alive  (RKO)  50 

Palace — A Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ),  plus 

Gloria  Jean  in  person  on  stage 105 

State — Nortli  West  Mounted  Poliee  (I’ara’t)  ....  165 
■Stillman— The  Great  Dietator  (UA),  5tli  wk....l05 

DALLAS 

Capitol — So  You  Won’t  Talk  (Col).  1st  part... 100 

Caiiitol — Girls  Ihider  21  (Col),  2nd  pal  t 100 

Capitol — Yoiitli  Will  he  .Served  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  part  80 

Majestic — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox) 125 

Palace — The  Letter  (FN)  100 

Rialto — Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO).  1st  half...  90 

Rialto — Kit  Carson  (UA),  2nd  half  120 

Tower — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 


DENVER 

Aladdin — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox),  after  wk. 

at  the  Denver  125 

Broadway — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO);  Keinedy 
for  Biches  (RKO),  after  wk.  at  Orpheum ....  11 0 

Denham — Arise,  My  I^ve  (Para’t),  2nd  wk SO 

Denver — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox);  Cliarter 

Pilot  (20th-Fox)  ICO 

Orriheum — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M); 

Sk.v  Murder  (M-G-M)  100 

Paramount — South  of  Suez  (WB) ; Y'oiith 

Will  Be  Served  (20th-Fox)  125 

Rialto — City  tor  Comjuest  (WB),  after  wk.  at 
each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  Nobody’s 
Cliildren  (Col)  ....125 

DETROIT 

Adam.s — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  after  wk. 

at  Fox;  Great  Plane  Robbery  (Col) 150 

Cinema — The  Ape  (Mono);  Human  Monster 

(Mono),  4th  wk 110 

Fox — Too  Man.v  Girls  (RKO).  plus  stage  show.  120 


Michigan — North  B'est  Mounted  Police  (Para't); 

A Night  at  Karl  Carroll’s  (Para’t).  2nd  wk.  ,150 
Palms-State — City  for  Cominest  (WB); 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M)  95 

United  Artists — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M); 
(iailant  Sons  (M-G-M)  100 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Alamo — Beyond  the  Sacramento  (Col);  That 

Gang  of  Mine  (Mono)  80 

Ambassador — Tire  Ape  (Mono);  Phantom  of 

Chinatown  (Mono)  175 

Circle — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox);  Murder 

Over  New  Y'ork  (20th -Fox)  120 

Indiana — Arise,  M.v  Love  (Para’t);  Dancing 

on  a Dime  (Para’t)  80 

Loew’s — Kscape  (M-G-M);  Dide.v  (M-G-M) ....  150 
I/yric — East  of  the  Kiver  (FN),  plus  Edmund 
Lowe,  Ann  Dvorak  in  person  100 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 

North  West  Mounted  Police — 


New  Haven  (dual) 300 

Boston  (dual),  Cleveland 165 

The  Ape — 

Indianapolis  (dual)  175 

Tin  Pan  Alley — 

Cincinnati  160 

Denver  (dual)  160 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Great  Dictator,  8th  wk.,  New  York  City; 
5th  wk.,  Cleveland. 

North  West  Mounted  Police,  4th  wk..  New 
York  City;  3rd  wk.,  Cincinnati,  Seattle. 

The  Aim*  (dual).  4th  wk.,  Detroit. 

Till  Pan  Alley,  3rd  wk..  New  York  City. 
The  Letter,  3rd  wk.,  New  York  City. 

.Mark  of  Zorro,  3rd  wk.,  Pittsburgh. 


KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  holdover. 115 
Midland — Escape  (M-G-M);  !So  You  Won’t 

Talk  (Col)  130 

Newman — Arise,  My  l.ove  (Para’t),  held 135 

Urpheuin-  -Long  \ oyage  Home  (UA); 

Alway.s  a Bride  (FN>  120 

Tower — The  Gay  Caballero  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  120 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  110 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M); 

Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)  90 

Downtown — A Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ); 

East  of  the  liiver  (FN)  100 

Four  Star — Escape  (M-(5-M)  125 

Hillstreet— One  Night  in  the  Tropics  (Univ>; 

Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col)  80 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  80 

Paramount — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t),  2nd 

wk.;  Give  Us  Wings  (Univ).  plus  stage  show  125 
State — Same  as  Chinese  100 


MILWAUKEE 


Palace — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M); 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M)  110 

Riverside — Meet  the  Wildcat  (Univ),  plus 

Mischa  Auer,  John  Boles  on  stage  135 

Strand — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox):  Queen 

of  the  Y’ukon  (Mono)  100 

Warner — Seven  Sinners  (Univ);  Too  Many 

Girls  (RKO)  115 

Wisconsin — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Mystery 

Sea  Haider  (Para’t)  120 


MINNEAPOLIS 

A.ster- — Pastor  Hall  (UA);  Sandy  Gets  Her 

Man  (Univ)  ^5 

Century- — Arise,  My  Love  (Para’t).  2nd  wk 90 

Esquire — Test  Pilot  (M-G-M).  reissue  90 

Gopher^ — Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (FN)....  90 
Orpheum — Moon  Over  Hunna  (Para’t),  plus 

stage  show  95 

State — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M)  85 

World— Night  Train  (20th-Fox)  90 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M); 

Hullabaloo  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk 145 

Loew-Poli — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Angels 

Over  Broadway  (Col)  95 

Paramount — North  West  Mounted  Police 


(Para’t);  Cro.ss  Country  Homance  (RKO).... 300 
Roger  Sherman — The  Letter  (FN);  Hit 

Parade  of  1941  (Rep)  150 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Meet  the  Wildcat  (Univ) 100 

Globe — I Love  You  Again  (M-G-M) 90 

Liberty — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO)  90 

Loew’s — Escape  (M-G-M)  150 

Orpheum — The  Letter  (FN)  125 

Saenger — ^Nortli  West  Mounted  Police 

(Para’t),  2nd  wk 150 

Tudor — Kniite  Hockne — All  American  (WB), 

2nd  wk 90 


NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  8th 

roadshow  wk 110 

Broadway — Fantasia  (Disney),  3rd  roadshow 

wk 150 

Criterion — Dulcy  (M-G-M)  100 

Globe— Blackout  (UA)  110 

Paramount — North  West  Mounted  Police 

(Para’t),  4th  wk.,  plus  stage  show 140 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  100 

Rialto — The  Ape  (Mono),  5 days  80 

Rivoli — Seven  Sinners  (Univ),  2nd  wk 90 

Roxy — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  145 

Strand — The  Letter  (FN),  2nd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  125 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Ko  Time  for  Comedy  (FN) 85 

Liberty — Sk.v  Murder  (M-G-M);  Christmas 

in  Jiii.v  (Para’t)  90 

Midwest — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M)  120 

State — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO)  140 

Tower — Boom  Town  (M-G,-M)  125 

Warner — Youth  Will  Be  Served  (20th-Fox); 

I.aw  and  Order  (Univ)  90 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — East  of  the  River  (FN);  Queen 

of  Destiny  (RKO)  125 

Omaha — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Our  Town 

(UA)  125 

Orpheum — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20tli-Fox);  Street 

of  Memories  (20th-Fox)  120 


PITTSBURGH 

Barry — Pier  1,4  (20tli-FoX);  The  Villain 

Still  Pursued  Her  (RKO)  80 

Fulton — Mark  uf  Zorro  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk., 

4 days  60 

Penn— Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M)  110 

Ritz — World  in  Flames  (Para’t);  Always 

a Bride  (FN)  60 

Senator — So  Y'oii  Won’t  Talk  (Col);  Before 

I Hang  (Col),  4 days  50 

Stanley— The  Letter  (FN)  125 

Warner — Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (FN); 

Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para’t)  80 


PROVIDENCE 


Albee — Kit  Carson  (UA);  Slijfl'tly  Tempted 

(Univ)  90 

Carlton — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox);  Always 

a Bride  (FN),  2nd  wk GO 

Majestic — The  Letter  (FN) ; Charter  Pilot 

(20th-Fox)  100 

Fay’s — Sk.v  Devils  (reissue),  (SR); 

Wagon  Train  (RKO)  100 

State — Escape  (M-G-M);  Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)..  110 
Strand — Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep);  South 

to  Karanga  (Univ)  95 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — I Married  Adventure  (Col);  The 

Devil’s  Pipeline  (Univ)  105 

Centre— The  Letter  (FN)  HO 

Studio — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 115 

Utah — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox);  No- 
body’s Children  (Col)  100 

Victory — Up  in  the  Air  (Mono);  M.v  Son 

Is  Guilty  (Col)  100 


SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — Escape  (M-G-M);  Hullabaloo 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 90 

Fifth  Avenue — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox) 110 

Liberty — So  You  Won’t  Talk  (Col);  Blondie 

Plays  Cupid  (Col)  90 

Music  Box — North  West  Mounted  Poliee 

(Para’t),  3rd  wk 85 

Orpheum — East  of  th-e  River  (FN);  Lady 

With  Red  Hair  (WB)  90 

Palomar — Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ);  Girl 

From  Havana  (Rep),  plus  stage  show  90 

Paramount — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO);  I’m 

Still  Alive  (RKO)  HO 
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Advises  Industry  to 
Work  Wilh  Television 


(Continued  from  page  17) 
be  too  wise  to  sit  idly  by,  resting  on  the 
laurels  of  past  performances  and  let  mil- 
lions of  dollars  slip  through  their  fingers, 
when  they  can  join  forces  with  the  up  and 
coming  television  industry  and  give  Amer- 
ica the  new  type  of  entertainment  which 
they  will  evidently  expect. 

Old  customs,  ideas,  and  practices  must 
step  aside  for  the  new;  were  it  not  true  our 
dictionaries  would  not  contain  the  word 
“evolution.”  Humanity  and  industry  must 
constantly  move  forward  or  degenerate.  If 
America  were  in  the  process  of  the  cessa- 
tion of  growth  some  $20,000,000  would  not 
have  been  spent  on  the  perfection  of  tele- 
vision. Those  forces  which  fail  to  fall  in 
line  with  this  evolutionary  process  will  no 
longer  advance;  consequently  they  will 
cease  to  exist. 

The  motion  picture  industry  can  benefit 
greatly  by  the  advent  of  television,  if  they 
adopt  and  use  it  in  conjunction  with  their 
present  form  of  entertainment.  The  ways 
in  which  this  might  be  done  are  many  and 
varied  to  such  an  extent  that  a discussion 
of  them  at  this  time  would  not  be  practical. 
However,  certain  comparisons  may  be 
made,  based  on  previous  accomplishments 
of  the  cinema  and  future  expectations  of 
television. 

On  Televising  "GWTW" 

Consider,  for  example,  that  “super-colos- 
sal” picture,  “Gone  With  the  Wind.”  Its 
production  cost  ran  into  millions  of  dol- 
lars. That  it  is  a great  picture  is  un- 
questioned, and  the  profits  realized  from  it 
will  undoubtedly  be  great.  However,  this 
tremendous  production  cost  has  been  ex- 
tracted from  the  pocketbooks  of  the  movie- 
going public  in  that  advanced  admission 
prices  continue  to  be  charged  wherever  the 
picture  is  shown.  Now  let’s  look  at  Mrs. 
Mitchell’s  masterpiece  as  it  might  have 
been  and  probably  will  be  reproduced  by 
television.  It  must  of  necessity  be  much 
less  elaborate  insofar  as  scenery  and  back- 
ground are  concerned.  Television  will  build 
no  Atlantas  to  burn  nor  hire  hundreds 
of  soldiers  to  lie  in  a railroad  yard  and 
across  the  tracks  to  suffer  and  die  for  the 
extra  effects  such  scenes  may  offer.  Be 
it  understood,  however,  that  any  scene 
produced  by  the  films  may  also  be  tele- 
vised, sent  out  over  the  ether  and  into  the 
home  receiver  just  as  well  and  in  some  in- 
stances better  than  the  films.  If  those 
entertaining  by  television  were  as  elabo- 
rate as  the  cinema  then  the  production 
would  be  equally  as  great;  but  television 
will  be  presented  as  a public  service  free  to 
those  who  care  to  enjoy  it. 

Must  Cut  Production  Costs 

This  naturally  necessitates  the  elimina- 
tion of  high  production  costs  which  will  be 
borne  by  advertisers  who  are  always  in- 
terested in  giving  the  public  the  best  en- 
tertainment possible  with  the  amount  of 
money  they  have  appropriated  for  this  type 
of  advertising.  How  the  people  in  general 
will  react  to  this  new  kind  of  show  can 
only  be  predicted.  However,  it  is  gener- 
ally believed  that  what  the  public  wants 
from  any  form  of  entertainment  in  which 
a plot  is  involved  is  a true  representation 
of  the  plot  itself,  and  that  elaborate  back- 
ground scenery  is  entirely  unnecessary. 

It  is  further  believed  that  Hollywood 
adopted  the  system  of  colossal  productions 
to  cover  up  plot  weaknesses.  After  all, 
stories  the  public  will  accept  on  the  merits 
of  the  stories  alone  are  not  found  as  often 
as  the  film  colony  must  turn  out  pictures; 


consequently,  a substitute  for  value  had  to 
be  found.  That  such  substitutions  have 
been  none  too  successful  is  evidenced  by 
the  failure  of  the  “double  feature”  plan 
wherein  it  was  attempted  to  give  the  fans 
quantity  rather  than  quality  and  continue 
to  maintain  the  same  admission  price  level. 
Statistics  show  that  the  film  industry,  once 
it  has  made  a great  picture,  must  wait 
some  20  years  before  the  public  will  accept 
a revised  form  of  the  same  production  re- 
gardless of  its  greatness,  and  that  only 
those  in  the  very  top  brackets  are  ever  re- 
vised. Prom  the  standpoint  of  available 
material  television  very  definitely  has  the 
advantage  in  that  its  newness  makes  all 
the  great  masterpieces  young  again. 

Films  Out  on  Sports  Events 

Thus  far  in  our  analysis  all  comparisons 
have  been  based  on  predetermined,  or  re- 
hearsed, entertainment.  When  considered 
from  the  current  events,  sports,  and  news 
angles,  the  theatre  is  not  even  in  the  race. 
Television  will  put  America  on  the  side- 
lines of  the  nation’s  great  sports  events; 
their  television  receivers  will  put  them  on 
the  spot  where  and  when  the  items  in  the 
news  are  actually  taking  place.  The  pub- 
lic will  receive  these  educational  and  en- 
tertainment features  with  the  speed  of 
light  with  television,  whereas  the  best  the 
theatres  can  do  is  present  their  patrons 
with  this  information  days  and  in  many 
cases  weeks  after  the  events  have  ceased  to 
be  news. 

America’s  ticket  of  admission  to  a world 
of  education,  entertainment,  and  enlight- 
enment is  the  turning  of  a switch  with 
television;  at  the  theatre  the  public  must 
pay  to  see  and  hear  what  their  radios  and 
newspapers  have  already  told  them  has 
happened.  Draw  your  own  conclusion  as 
to  their  respective  possibilities  of  main- 
taining public  favor. 


(Continued  from  page  10) 
final  fraction  allowable  under  the 
production  code. 

If  this  demonstrates  anything,  it 
proves  Lee  knows  his  history  and 
Miss  Bennett  may  know  her  art. 

His  All 

Press  item: 

"One  of  the  colorful  shirts  which 
Errol  Flynn  wears  in  'Santa  Fe 
Trail'  ...  is  among  the  objects  to 
be  auctioned  off  by  the  Old  New 
York  Chapter  of  the  British  War  Re- 
lief Society  on  December  14  at  the 
Workshop,  2 West  13th  St." 

Or,  Flynn  giving  his  shirt  to  aid 
Britain. 

Leo  Devaney  Captains 
Ned  Depinet  Drive 

New  York — Leo  Devaney,  Canadian  di- 
vision manager,  has  been  named  captain 
of  the  new  Ned  E.  Depinet  Drive,  which 
gets  under  way  January  25  and  will  con- 
tinue for  15  weeks,  winding  up  May  9. 
Walter  Branson,  midwest  district  man- 
ager and  former  captain,  has  been  con- 
ferring with  Devaney  here  on  the  drive. 


BOXOFFICE  : : December  14,  1940 


31 


Now  Sanla  Fe  Gets 
A World  Premiere 


Santa  Fe,  N.  M. — (As  Seen  Through  the 
Eyes  of  a Warner  Guest) — Pulling  rabbits 
out  of  a hat  is  child’s  play  as  compared 
with  the  magic  that  went  into  three 
tumultuous  days  for  the  world  premiere 
of  “Santa  Fe  Trail”  here.  And,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  celebration  got  off  on  Friday, 
the  13th,  the  worst  kind  of  hard  luck 
couldn’t  have  marred  the  smooth  plans  of 
the  Warner  publicity  machine. 

This  historic  city  at  the  end  of  the 
equally  historic  pioneer  highway  from 
which  its  name  is  derived  probably  never 
saw  such  a celebration.  And  that’s  a fist- 
ful of  typewriter  keys  when  you  consider 
the  city  is  renowned  for  its  famous  fiestas, 
of  which  this  was  the  500th  in  its  300- 
year-old  history.  Cautious  estimates  are 
that  60,000  visitors  jammed  the  city.  They 
were  treated  to  spectacle  after  spectacle 
that  only  a color  film  would  do  justice  to. 
A 17-car  special  train  from  Hollywood 
unloosed  a throng  of  stars,  writers  and 
studio  officials  who  mingled  with  Indians, 
Mexicans  and  Spaniards  as  though  a di- 
rector was  shooting  a mob  scene. 

New  York  and  way  points  sent  notables 
and  press  representatives.  The  east-west 
groups  arrived  Friday  afternoon  and  were 
guests  at  a reception  by  Governor  John  E. 
Miles  and  the  mayor.  Then  to  a historical 
pageant  in  Fort  Macy  stadium,  followed  by 
a “Friday  the  Thirteenth  Fandango”  cos- 
tume ball.  This  latter  event  was  peopled 
by  thousands  of  period-costumed  New 
Mexicans  in  the  picturesque  La  Fonda 
Hotel  and  was  watched  with  avid  interest 
by  the  Hollywooders.  A flock  of  honorary 


TO  THE 

MOTION  PICTURE 
INDUSTRY: 

The  undersigned  are  the  sole 
and  exclusive  owners  of  all  dis- 
tribution and  exhibition  rights  in 
and  to  the  motion  picture  entitled 
“ECSTASY." 

NOTICE  and  WARNING  are 
hereby  given  that  any  exhibi- 
tion, distribution  or  other  dealing 
with  the  said  motion  picture 
“ECSTASY"  will  be  a violation 
and  infringement  of  the  property 
rights  of  the  undersigned:  That 
the  undersigned  will  hold  strictly 
accountable  in  damages  any 
and  all  parties  whomsoever  who 
attempt  or  participate  in  such 
wrongful  and  unlawful  exhibi- 
tion, distribution  or  other  dealing 
with  the  said  motion  picture  en- 
titled "ECSTASY." 

Dated:  December  11,  1940. 

MICHAEL  M.  WYNGATE.  INC. 

MAX  WEINGARTEN 

236  West  59th  Street 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


memberships  was  bestowed  on  the  stars 
as  sort  of  a sidelight. 

Saturday  was  under  way  with  a recep- 
tion by  a “Court  of  Governors”  from  near- 
by states  in  the  Capitol  Building,  followed 
by  a visit  to  the  new  ski  nm  in  the  nearby 
Sangre  de  Cristo  mountains  conceded  by 
experts  to  be  among  the  finest  in  the  coun- 
try. The  premiere  in  the  evening  at  the 
Lensic,  Burro  Alley  and  Paris  was  notable 
for  at  least  the  local  color  of  the  theatres’ 
accommodations  and  background.  The 
Lensic  has  rocking  chairs  in  the  last  three 
rows.  There  are  hitching  posts  at  the 
Burro  Alley.  For  the  openings,  each  of  the 
houses  was  decorated  in  the  motifs  of  the 
three  civilizations  that  influence  the  city 
— Indian,  Spanish  and  Plainsmen’s. 

Following  the  opening  there  was  a 
grand  ball  to  climax  the  day’s  activities. 
Virtually  all  of  the  proceedings  went  out 
over  numerous  broadcasts  to  all  parts  of 
the  country.  The  names  that  provided 
attraction  for  the  dial  twisters  included 
Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  de  Havilland,  Ronald 
Reagan,  William  Lundigan  and  Guirm  Wil- 
liams of  the  cast,  Reginald  Gardiner,  John- 
nie Weissmuller,  Rudy  Vallee,  Irene  Hervey, 
Allan  Jones,  Priscilla  Lane,  Donald  Crisp, 
Virginia  Field,  Charles  Ruggles,  Walter 
Pidgeon,  Jean  Parker,  Arlene  Judge,  Rita 
Hayworth,  Carole  Landis,  Roy  Rogers,  Ann 
Sothern  and  Mary  Healy.  Approximately 
250  men  and  women  of  the  press  from  all 
important  sections  of  the  country  were 
guests  of  the  company. 


Warner  Board  Re-elects 
All  Company  Officers 

New  York — All  Warner  officers  were  re- 
elected at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board 
held  here  late  this  week.  Earlier  in  the 
week  Joseph  H.  Hazen  was  elected  to  the 
board  by  stockholders  at  an  annual  meet- 
ing in  Wilmington.  The  term  is  for  two 
years.  At  the  same  meeting,  Samuel  Car- 
lisle, Stanleigh  P.  Friedman,  Charles  S. 
Guggenheimer  and  Morris  Wolf  were  re- 
elected. Hazen  replaced  Sam  E.  Morris. 

Officers  continued  for  another  year  in- 
clude Harry  M.  Warner,  president;  Albert 
L.  Warner,  Jack  L.  Warner,  Herman 
Starr,  Friedman  and  Hazen,  vice-presi- 
dents; Albert  Warner,  treasurer;  Carlisle, 
W.  Stewart  McDonald  and  Cyril  H.  Wil- 
der, assistant  treasurers;  Robert  W.  Per- 
kins, general  counsel;  Harold  S.  Bareford, 
Edward  K.  Hessberg,  Ray  Obringer  and 
Herbert  Freston,  assistant  secretaries; 
Carlisle,  controller,  and  Thomas  J.  Mar- 
tin. auditor. 


Hazen  New  Director; 

Four  Are  Re-elected 

Wilmington — J.  H.  Hazen  was  added  to 
the  Warner  directorate  at  the  stockhold- 
ers’ meeting  that  also  re-elected  four  di- 
rectors. Those  renamed  were  Samuel 
Carlisle,  Stanleigh  P.  Friedman,  Charles  S. 
Guggenheimer  and  Morris  Wolf. 

Questioning  the  board  on  the  deferment 
of  dividends  on  preferred  stock,  Milton  R. 
Winberger,  a stockholder,  suggested  a re- 
trenchment in  salaries  and  fees  paid  to 
directors  and  officers.  He  asserted  that 
the  $1,100,000  paid  them  in  the  past  year 
represented  a large  portion  of  the  com- 
pany revenue. 

Robert  W.  Perkins,  secretary  and  gen- 
eral counsel,  said  that  dividends  had  been 
deferred  because  of  uncertainty  on  the 
status  of  the  company’s  foreign  market. 

Harold  S.  Bareford,  assistant  secretary, 
said  the  company  always  had  been  the 
first  to  retrench  when  depleted  revenue 
prompted  a cut  in  expenditures. 

Warner  revenue  for  the  quarter  ended 
November  30  was  50  per  cent  higher  than 
in  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  Ed- 
win D.  Steel,  Wilmington  attorney,  who 
presided,  told  stockholders. 


REVIEW  • 


• FLASHES 


BEHIND  THE  NEWS  (Rep)— A fairly  substan- 
tial entry  in  the  program  division,  this  has, 
as  the  title  indicates,  a newspaper  back- 
ground and  borrows  rather  liberally  from 
“The  Front  Page"  in  its  development. 
Nevertheless  it  is  capably  performed  and 
has  elements  of  comedy  and  drama  to 
satisfy  the  average  picture-goer.  Robert 
North  produced;  Joseph  Santley  directed. 

GO  WEST  (M-G-M) — Their  long  absence  from 
the  screen  has  done  little  to  dim  or  change 
that  particular  variety  of  humor  peculiar 
to  the  Brudern  Marx,  and  the  vehicle  chosen 
for  their  return  is  a characteristically  fast, 
broad,  gag  infested  comedy,  designed,  pro- 
duced and  directed  as  a showcase  to  dis- 
play the  trio's  wares  advantageously.  Pic- 
ture should  reap  profitable  harvests  in  most 
fields,  with  bumper  crops  in  situations 
where  the  Marxes  are  most  popular.  Jack 
Cummings  produced;  Edward  Buzzell  di- 
rected. 

IT'S  IN  THE  AIR  (SR) — George  Formby's  cute 
clowning  in  this  mistaken  identity  rewrite 
should  prove  hilarious  only  to  those  whose 
appreciation  of  British  slapstick  at  its  slap- 
piest  transcends  discrimination. 

LES  AMOUREUX  (Pax) — A primitive  French 
film  effort  suffering  from  poor  perform- 
ances, poor  lighting  and  poor  direction. 
Charles  Boyer  is  featured,  but  he  is  a 
younger  Boyer  not  quite  at  ease  before  the 
camera.  English  subtitles. 


Form  Independent  Poster 
Renting  Firm  in  Chicago 

Chicago  — Representatives  of  several 
printing  companies  and  nearly  a dozen  in- 
dependent poster  renters  met  here  at  the 
Congress  Monday  and  Tuesday  under  the 
leadership  of  Jack  Judd  to  launch  a new 
national  independent  poster  renting  group. 
Judd  is  president  of  his  own  poster  renting 
firm  in  Pittsburgh. 

Each  member  will  post  a $500  bond  to 
show  his  good  faith,  and  according  to  Judd, 
another  meeting  will  be  held  within  the 
next  60  days,  probably  in  Chicago,  to  draw 
up  necessary  legal  documents.  A name 
for  the  organization  will  be  adopted  and 
officers  elected. 

The  new  group  will  be  a non-profit  cor- 
poration under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania. 
Maurice  A.  Wheeler,  a Pittsburgh  attorney, 
will  act  as  counsellor,  secretary  and  trea- 
surer. 

Branches  in  the  new  group  are  proposed 
in  Baltimore,  Dallas,  Boston,  Denver,  Kan- 
sas City,  Salt  Lake  City,  Minneapolis,  New 
Orleans,  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia  and  St. 
Louis. 


WB  Reed  Fee  $150M0 

Wilmington — Warner  paid  former  Sena- 
tor James  A.  Reed  a fee  of  $150,000  for 
representing  the  company  and  its  officers 
at  the  1935  anti-trust  suit  in  St.  Louis,  it 
was  revealed  here  at  the  company’s  an- 
nual stockholder  meeting. 

The  figure  was  made  public  for  the  first 
time  when  a stockholder  inquired  into  the 
payment  of  the  former  senator,  in  addi- 
tion to  other  data  on  finances. 
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starring  VIRGINIA  BRUCE  • JOHN  BARRYMORE  • JOHN  HOWARD 
with  CHARLIE  RUGGLES  • OSCAR  HOMOLKA 

Shemp  Howard  • Margaret  Hamilton  • Edward  Brophy*  Donald  McBride  •Thurston  Hall  % 
Directed  by  A.  EDWARD  SUTHERLAND 

Associate  Producer.  BURT  KELLY 


National  Release  Dec.  27th 


"North  West  Mounted  Police" 
Wins  November  Blue  Ribbon 


"North  West  Mounted  Police,  " Cecil  B.  DeMille's  Technicolor 
screen  ep  c based  on  Canada's  virtual  Civil  War  in  1885,  has  been 
selected  by  the  National  Screen  Council  as  the  outstanding  No- 
vember release  and  winner  of  the  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Avrard 
for  that  month. 

A Paramount  picture,  "North  West  Mounted  Police"  was  pro- 
duced and  directed  by  Cecil  B.  DeMille.  Gary  Cooper  and  Mad- 
eleine Carroll  have  the  stellar  honors,  with  a supporting  cast  head- 
ed by  a long  list  of  stars  including  Paulette  Goddard,  Preston  Fos- 
ter, Robert  Preston,  Akim  Tamiroff,  Lynne  Overman,  George  Ban- 
croft, Lon  Chaney  jr.  and  Walter  Hampden. 


Production  Stafi 


Producer-Director 

Cecil  B.  DeMille 

Associate  Producer 

William  H.  Pine 

Associate  Director 

Arthur  Rosson 

Original  Screenplay 

....Alan  LeMay,  Jesse 

Lasky  Jr.  and  C. 
Gardner  Sullivan 
Directors  of  Photography 

Victor  Milner,  A.S.C.  and 

W.  Howard  Green,  A.S.C. 
Special  Photographic  Effects 
Gordon  Jennings,  A.S.C. 


Process  Photography 

Farciot  Edouart,  A.S.C. 

Music  Score Victor  Young 

Art  Directors Hans  Drier  and 

Roland  Anderson 

Film  Editor Anne  Bauchens 

Sound  Recording 

Harry  Lindgren  and  John  Cope 

Costumes  Natalie  Visart  and 

Joe  DeYong 
Makeup  Supervision 

Wally  Westmore 

Dialogue  Supervision 

Edwin  Maxwell 

Color  Art  Director 

Natalie  Kalmus 


Cast  of  Characters 


Dusty  Rivers Gary  Cooper 

April  Lofiraii...  Madeleine  Carroll 
Louvette  Corbeau 

Paulette  Goddard 

Sgt.  Jim  Brett Preston  Foster 

Ronnie  Logan Robert  Preston 

Jacques  Corbeau.... Geo.  Bancroft 

Tod  McDuff Lynne  Overman 

Dan  Duroc Akim  Tamiroff 

Big  Bear Walter  Hampden 

Shorty Lon  Chaney  Jr. 

Inspector  Cabot Montagu  Love 

Louis  Riel Francis  McDonald 

Johnny  Pelang.... George  E.  Stone 
Supt.  Harrington 

Willard  Robertson 

Constable  Jerry  Moore 

Regis  Toomey 

Constable  Thornton 

.u Richard  Denning 

Constable  Carter 

Douglas  Kennedy 


Constable  Dumont.... Rorert  Ryan 

Constable  Fenton James  Seay 

Constable  Fyffe....LhEfE  Chandler 
Constable  Ackroyd....R^EPEl  Byrd 

Constable  Kent Eric  Alden 

Constable  Rankin 

Wallace  Reid  Jr. 

Constable  Herrick Bud  Geary 

Capt.  Gower Evan  Thomas 

Sgt.  Field Jack  Pennick 

Corporal  Under  hill.. Roa  Cameron 
Surgeon  Roberis.... Davidson  Clark 

Bugler  Jack  Chapin 

Wandering  Spirit 

Chief  Thundercloud 

The  Crow Harry  Burns 

Lesur  Lou  Merrill 

Mrs.  Burns Clara  Blandick 

Mrs.  Shorty Ynez  Seabury 

Ekawe  Eva  Puig 

Wapiskau Julia  Faye 


•) 


This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes 
by  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  out- 
standing merit  and  suitabil- 
ity of  the  film  to  whole-fam- 
ily entertainment.  Members 
of  the  Council  include  over 
200  motion  picture  editors  of 
Leading  newspapers  through- 
out the  country,  motion  pic- 
ture reviewing  committee  of 
the  International  Federation 
of  Catholic  Aluinnae,  and 
state  motion  picture  chair- 
men of  the  General  Fed- 
eration of  Women's  Clubs. 


Loew's  Common  Earns 
$3  in  Currenl  Year 


New  York — With  the  declaration  of  an 
extra  $1  on  the  common,  payable  along 
with  the  regular  50  cents  on  December  31 
to  stockholders  of  record  December  20, 
Loew’s  will  disburse  a total  of  $3  for  the 
current  calendar  year  This  is  the  same 
amount  paid  to  like  stockholders  in  1938 
and  50  cents  more  than  paid  out  in  1939. 

Because  the  auditors  have  not  yet  com- 
pleted the  financial  report  for  the  com- 
pany and  its  subsidiaries,  the  annual 
stockholders’  meetings  will  not  be  held 
before  February. 

Report  of  the  extra  dividend  had  been 
current  for  the  past  two  weeks.  Direct- 
tors  of  the  company  had  discussed  it  pri- 
vately and  officially  ratified  the  declara- 
tion Wednesday  afternoon. 

The  company  has  been  building  up  its 
balance  sheet  and  had  a cash  balance 
of  $28,000,000  on  December  1 as  com- 
pared with  about  $17,000,000  on  August 
31,  1939.  Current  earnings  are  said  to 
be  50  to  60  per  cent  better  than  the  same 
period  in  1939. 

Loew’s  is  expected  to  take  $5,000,000  to 
$6,000,000  out  of  England  as  its  share 
from  the  remittance  allocation  allowed 
by  the  British  government.  In  previous 
years  the  company  had  taken  out  $13,- 
000,000  to  $15,000,000  a year.  However, 
under  the  new  British  remittance  plan  for 
1941,  the  annual  figure  is  expected  to  be 
reduced  from  $3,000,000  to  $4,000,000 
and  may  even  drop  to  $1,000,000  to  $2,- 
000,000  if  theatre  operations  continue  to 
be  interrupted  because  of  bombing  in 
England. 

Studio  expenses  have  been  considerably 
reduced  this  year,  according  to  official 
sources.  Total  film  inventories  have  been 
reduced  from  approximately  $44,000,000 
as  of  August,  1939,  to  about  $42,000,000 
this  year. 

Expect  Larger  Inventories 

Larger  inventories  are  expected  under 
the  consent  decree  and  more  working  cap- 
ital will  be  required  in  order  to  have  a 
supply  of  product  on  hand  for  trade 
screenings  before  sales  are  made. 

The  outlook  is  optimistic  in  Loew  head- 
quarters because  of  such  pictures  as  “Phil- 
adelphia Story,’’  “Comrade  X,”  “Ziegfeld 
Girl,”  “Flight  Command,”  and  “Escape.” 
The  general  release  of  ‘Gone  With  the 
Wind”  at  a 50  cents  top,  starting  with 
the  first  of  the  year  is  anticipated  as  a 
potent  factor  in  helping  the  profits.  In- 
creased admissions  will  be  sought  on  a 
number  of  other  important  attractions,  it 
is  indicated. 

Total  theatre  income  of  Loew’s  has  been 
running  from  five  to  seven  per  cent  ahead 
of  a year  ago. 

No  change  in  the  executive  setup  is  con- 
templated when  the  annual  stockholder 
and  director  meeting  is  held  in  February. 


"Confidential"  Labor 
Problems  Taken  Up 

New  York— Members  of  the  ITOA,  at  a 
regular  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  dis- 
cussed “confidential”  labor  problems  pre- 
paratory to  the  continuation  of  arbitration 
proceedings  with  Local  306,  projectionists’ 
union,  over  the  latter’s  demand  for  wage 
increases.  David  Weinstock  and  Samuel 
Strausberg  are  representing  the  ITOA  in 
the  negotiations. 


After  the  Drive — 

George  J.  Schaefer,  president  of  RKO- 
Radio  Pictures,  and  Harry  M.  Warner 
of  Warner  Bros.,  among  the  Holly- 
woodians  celebrating  the  successful 
Community  Chest  Drive  at  a luncheon. 
The  motion  picture  division,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Louis  B.  Mayer,  con- 
tributed $465,000  to  the  campaign. 

New  Officers  for  RKO 
To  Coordinate  Units 

New  York — RKO  is  spending  between 
$15,000  and  $20,000  fixing  up  new  offices 
in  the  RKO  Building.  All  departments 
now  scattered  on  different  floors  will  be 
brought  closer  together.  Barret  McCor- 
mick and  his  staff  of  advertising,  publicity 
and  exploitation  men  will  be  located  on 
the  10th  floor  after  February  1.  The  pur- 
chasing department,  headed  by  Lou  Gau- 
dreau,  will  also  be  set  up  there.  Among 
those  moving  from  the  12th  floor  to  the 
10th  will  be  Rutgers  Neilson,  Terry  Tur- 
ner, Harry  Gittelson,  George  Muchnick, 
Ben  Grimm,  Irving  Shiffrin,  James  Boyle, 
Dave  Strumpf  and  Jack  Lewis. 

The  studio  staff,  now  on  three  differ- 
ent floors,  will  be  consolidated  on  the 
seventh.  This  will  include  Arthur  Willi, 
talent  scout;  Harold  Hendee,  research 
head;  Leda  Bauer,  eastern  story  head; 
and  Sid  Kramer,  in  charge  of  prints, 
negative  and  projection. 

The  legal  department  will  be  concen- 
trated on  the  12th  floor  with  William 
Mallard,  Gordon  E.  Youngman,  William 
Zimmerman,  William  Savage  and  Bob  Dan 
together  instead  of  scattered. 

Sales  executives  will  have  their  offices 
enlarged  on  the  14th  floor.  Cresson  E. 
Smith  and  Bob  Mochrie,  division  mana- 
gers, will  be  given  separate  offices  for  their 
secretaries  who  up  to  now  have  been  work- 
ing in  the  same  office  with  the  division 
men. 


Musicians  Name  Liuzzi 

Philadelphia  — Local  77,  American 
Federation  of  Musicians,  re-elected  Frank 
P.  Liuzzi  as  president  and  A.  Rex  Riccardi 
as  secretary.  Both  are  veterans  of  many 
negotiations  with  local  theatre  ovmers. 


ITOA  Urges  Decree 
Be  Given  Fair  Trial 


New  York  — Declaring  it  “silly”  for 
anyone  to  seek  an  injunction  to  have 
the  decree  set  aside  because  such  party 
will  have  no  standing  in  court,  the  ITOA, 
through  its  house  organ,  appeals  to  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  to  give  the  decree  a 
fair  trial. 

“Fighting  the  consent  decree  now  is  like 
beating  a dead  horse,”  the  Independent 
states.  “We  must  resign  ourselves  to  the 
hard  fact  the  decree  is  now  law,  and  as 
such  cannot  be  controverted,  especially  by 
those  who  are  not  parties  to  the  settle- 
ment. 

“There  is  only  one  logical  step  to  be 
taken.  The  decree  must  be  given  a fair 
trial  by  exhibitors.  They  must  live  under 
it  and  abide  by  it  for  a time  long  enough 
to  determine  definitely  that  it  either  is 
detrimental  to  them  or  not. 

“If  it  is  detrimental,  as  we  believe  it 
will  be,  then  forceful  measures  must  be 
taken  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the 
decree.  It  might  mean  congressional  leg- 
islation. It  might  mean  state  legislation. 
It  might  mean  action  in  court. 

“But  none  of  these  steps  can  be  taken,” 
the  publication  points  out,  “until  exhibi- 
tors can  prove  by  actual  experience  that 
the  consent  deci’ee  is  working  a hardship 
on  them  so  bitter  that  relief  must  be  af- 
forded. 

“Exhibitors  unanimously  opposed  the  de- 
cree, and  they  should  show  the  same 
unanimity  in  their  actions  from  this  point 
on.  They  should  report  exactly  how  the 
decree  affects  them.  They  should  show 
instances  of  where  it  harms  them,  or,  if 
such  is  the  case,  how  it  helps  them.  They 
should  provide  enough  detailed  informa- 
tion so  that  if  legislation  must  be  sought, 
the  data  will  be  on  hand  to  present  to 
Congress.” 


Practices  in  Philippines 
Parallel  Those  in  U,  S. 

New  York — There  are  very  few,  if  any, 
foreign  countries  where  trade  practices 
parallel  the  United  States  as  they  do  in 
the  Philippines,  according  to  Dan  Green- 
house, RKO’s  manager  there.  Visiting  the 
home  office  on  a combination  business  and 
pleasure  trip,  his  first  in  three  years. 
Greenhouse  especially  stresses  the  virtual 
absence  of  restrictions  on  importations  to 
the  Islands. 

Although  local  producers  turned  out  60 
pictures  last  year,  the  bulk  of  which  en- 
joy from  50  to  60  per  cent  playing  time, 
there  is  no  discrimination  in  favor  of  na- 
tive production,  he  adds.  Because  of  the 
native  backgrounds  that  dominate  most 
of  Philippine  production,  these  films  in- 
variably are  more  popular  than  Hollywood 
product,  he  states.  The  exception  is  at 
the  key  city,  de  luxe  houses  where  large 
American  populations  account  for  the  pre- 
ference of  Hollywood  films.  In  the  latter 
respect,  tastes  are  not  peculiar  to  any 
special  type  of  film.  The  order  of  their 
popularity.  Greenhouse  estimates,  is  ad- 
venture, spectacle  and  action. 


Henry  E.  Kirstein 

Rochester — Henry  E.  Kirstein,  former 
president  of  the  Shur-On  Optical  Co.,  died 
here.  Kirstein  served  for  many  years  as 
president  of  the  optical  firm,  retired  in 
1925. 
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Seeks  Grand  Slam 
In  "U"  Suit  Quiz 


New  York — Court  news  of  the  week  was 
featured  by  the  drive  on  part  of  Samuel 
I.  Posen,  Universal  director,  who  is  suing 
the  company,  its  officers  and  directors,  and 
subsidiary  companies  in  a stockholder  ac- 
tion. 

Despite  the  fact  that  in  a prior  appli- 
cation to  examine  officers  of  the  defend- 
ant film  company  the  court  granted  all 
but  three  of  more  than  a score  of  ques- 
tions and  allowed  the  examination,  Posen 
is  dissatisfied  and  is  applying  for  a re- 
hearing on  the  three  questions  the  court 
denied  him  to  ask  the  defendants.  Ap- 
plication will  be  argued  December  20  in 
supreme  court.  The  suit  claims  waste  and 
mismanagement  and  asks  an  accounting. 
Loss  of  over  $2,000,000  to  stockholders  is 
claimed. 

Other  Court  News 

The  Folley  Amusement  Holding  Corp. 
has  applied  to  federal  court  for  permis- 
sion to  examine  three  officers  of  Warner 
Bros,  before  trial  in  connection  with  its 
$750,000  triple  damage  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  majors,  Monogram,  and  Re- 
public. The  officers  are  Edward  M. 
Schnitzer,  Roy  H.  Haines  and  Harry  Dec- 
ker. Action  claims  the  plaintiffs  Folly  in 
Brooklyn  was  put  out  of  business  as  a re- 
sult of  being  deprived  of  product. 

French  Film  Import  Co.,  and  French 
Cinema  Centre  Co.,  filed  twin  petitions  for 
reorganization  in  federal  court  through 
its  president,  Andre  Heymann.  The  first 
named  organization  has  liabilities  of  $12,- 
608  and  assets  of  $10,394,  and  the  sec- 
ond has  assets  of  $30,198  and  liabilities 
of  $15,199.  The  plan  to  pay  creditors  is 
identical  in  both  cases,  with  Heymann  es- 
timating the  first  company’s  picture  “Her- 
itage” will  gross  $10,000  this  year.  He 
offered  to  put  aside  45  per  cent  of  the 
gross  toward  payment  of  debts.  In  the 
case  of  French  Cinema,  “Harvest,”  which 
has  already  grossed  $49,000,  is  expected 
to  gross  $20,000  more,  and  the  same  offer 
has  been  made. 

Must  Serve  Particulars  Bill 

Producers  Laboratories  must  serve  a bill 
of  particulars  on  Universal,  Universal  Film 
Exchange,  and  the  Roxy  Theatre  by  De- 
cember 15,  or  be  precluded  from  giving 
evidence  at  the  trial  of  its  suit  against 
the  defendants,  according  to  a ruling  by 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Isidor  Wasser- 
vogel.  The  plaintiff  seeks  an  injunction, 
accounting  of  profits  and  damages  against 
Universal’s  “Hired  Wife,”  claiming  the 
picture  infringes  and  constitutes  unfair 
competition  to  its  film,  “A  Hired  Wife.” 

William  C.  Michel,  vice-president  of 
20th-Fox,  has  been  examined  before  trial 
in  supreme  court  in  connection  with  Izola 
Forrester  Page’s  suit  against  20th-Fox. 
The  plaintiff  has  asked  permission  to  ex- 
amine Sidney  R.  Kent,  but  Justice  Isidor 
Wasservogel  ordered  Michel  to  appear. 
The  action  claims  plagiarism  of  the  plain- 
tiff’s story,  “Joyous,”  in  the  Shirley  Tem- 
ple film,  “Poor  Little  Rich  Girl.”  An  in- 
junction, accounting  of  profits  and  dam- 
ages are  sought. 

The  Board  of  Taxes  has  entered  a gen- 
eral denial  in  supreme  court  to  Warner 
Bros.’  plea  that  it  is  being  overassessed 
on  its  N.  Y.  City  properties.  The  film 
company’s  holdings  were  assessed  at  $2,- 
176,500  and  it  claimed  the  proper  amount 
should  have  been  $1,266,000. 

Gabriel  Pascal  has  been  ordered  to  ap- 
pear for  examination  before  trial  by  Su- 


preme Court  Justice  Ferdinand  Pecora 
in  connection  with  Joseph  Krimsky’s  $100,- 
000  breach  of  contract  suit  against  him. 
Since  Pascal  is  in  England,  examination 
time  must  be  fixed  on  a mutually  agreed 
date  by  coimsel.  Plaintiff  claims  he  is 
entitled  to  distribute  any  picture  made  by 
Pascal  in  the  western  hemisphere  under 
an  agreement  made  in  1933.  The  suit 
arose  over  failure  of  Pascal  to  turn  over 
“Pygmalion.” 

Costs  of  $4,500  were  awarded  Warner 
Bros.,  Vitagraph,  NBC,  CBS,  and  a num- 
ber of  radio  stations  and  recording  com- 
panies, against  Joseph  John  Davilla,  who 
recently  lost  a $1,000,000  suit  against 
the  defendants  in  which  plagiarism  of 
Da  villa’s  song,  “If  I Were  a Spider,  and 
You  Were  My  Fly,”  in  “The  Desert  Song,” 
was  the  basis  for  the  action.  Judge  Sam- 
uel Mandelbaum  dismissed  the  action  in 
the  federal  court  and  awarded  costs. 


Universal  Calling  in 
Million  in  Tenders 


New  York  — Universal  has  decided  to 
call  in  $1,000,000  in  tenders  on  its  first 
preferred,  according  to  J.  Cheever  Cowdin, 
chairman.  The  move  was  ratified  at  a 
special  board  meeting  which  set  aside 
that  amount  for  the  purpose.  Delivery  and 
payment  for  such  stock  will  be  made  on 
or  about  January  6.  It  is  pointed  out 
there  are  15,330  preferred  shares  out- 
standing. 

In  a special  statement,  Cowdin  explained 
the  reason  for  the  move.  He  said:  “Since 
the  issuance  of  the  first  preferred  stock 
of  the  company  in  1925  all  sinking  fund 
payments  thereon  have  been  met  up  to 
and  including  June  30,  1941,  except  for 
the  years  1933  to  1939,  both  inclusive, 
when  operating  losses  made  such  pay- 
ments inadvisable. 

More  for  Sinking  Fund 

“In  view  of  the  current  earnings,  the 
company  feels  it  can  now  make  further 
sinking  fund  payments.  Such  payments 
will  have  to  be  made  out  of  capital  sur- 
plus, since  the  the  company  has  no  earned 
surplus. 

“Although  the  audit  of  the  company’s 
accounts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  No- 
vember 2,  1940,  has  not  been  completed, 
it  appears  from  the  company’s  books  that 
the  net  earnings  after  all  charges,  includ- 
ing estimated  taxes,  were  approximately 
$2,400,000.  During  the  year  the  company 
accumulated  £390,000,  which  were  blocked 
in  Great  Britain;  the  value  of  such  pounds 
at  the  present  official  rate  of  exchange 
is  $1,560,000. 

“The  first  preferred  stock  acquired  for 
the  1940  sinking  fund  payments  was  pur- 
chased at  an  average  price  of  $86.81  a 
share,  and  the  stock  so  far  purchased 
for  the  1941  sinking  fund  payments  was 
purchased  at  an  average  price  of  $101.83 
a share.” 

The  company  ends  its  press  statement 
with  a note  that  the  right  is  reserved  to 
reject  any  and  all  offers. 


"Romance"  Meet  Set 

New  York — Paramount  Pep  Club  will 
hold  its  next  meeting  on  “Romance  in 
Motion  Pictures,”  sponsored  by  the  com- 
pany’s educational  committee,  on  Jan- 
uary 7 when  Mrs.  Joseph  Savage  of  the 
Choral  Group  will  be  the  principal  speaker. 


"Lillie  3"  Withdraw 
Objection  to  Stay 

New  York — Counsel  for  the  “Little 
Three”  late  Thursday  withdrew  their  ob- 
jections to  a stay  on  the  government  suits 
against  the  Schine,  Griffith  and  Crescent 
circuits  as  a result  of  an  agreement  reach- 
ed with  the  government  on  the  procedure 
to  be  followed  in  prosecution  of  the  ac- 
tions in  Buffalo,  Nashville  and  Oklahoma 
City.  A hearing  had  been  scheduled  for 
Friday  before  Judge  Goddard,  which  was 
called  off  the  day  before. 

The  government  has  promised  to  try 
one  suit  at  a time  and  to  inform  each  of 
the  “Little  Three”  the  order  in  which  they 
will  come  up  so  that  sufficient  time  is  al- 
lowed for  individual  preparation. 

Motions  for  bills  of  particulars  in  each 
instance  will  be  sought  January  10. 

Inasmuch  as  the  amended  bill  of  com- 
plaint in  the  big  suit  will  not  reach  the 
court  before  next  April,  the  indication  is 
that  the  government  will  delay  the  other 
three  actions  until  after  the  local  suit  is 
out  of  the  way. 


Newman  Division  Tops 
In  the  Skouras  Drive 

New  York — Frank  L.  Newman’s  north- 
west division  is  the  leader  for  the  second 
consecutive  week  in  the  latest  Spyros 
Skouras  Showmanship  Campaign,  which 
winds  up  December  24  after  17  weeks.  The 
northwest  division  in  previous  drives  has 
usually  been  the  dark  horse,  but  now 
looms  as  a contender  for  the  first  awards. 
Skouras  plans  to  leave  sometime  in  Janu- 
ary for  a tour  of  all  divisions  and  to  per- 
sonally hand  out  the  award  checks. 

Richard  E.  Dwight  of  Dwight,  Harris, 
Koegel  & Caskey,  counsel  for  20th-Fox, 
and  Bertram  F.  Shipman,  representing 
counsel  for  Chase  National  Bank,  have  re- 
turned from  the  coast  where  they  attended 
the  court  hearing  which  resulted  in  dis- 
missal of  contempt  charges  against  IWC 
and  major  companies  for  allegedly  violat- 
ing an  existing  decree.  This  decree  also 
has  been  modified  to  conform  with  the 
consent  agreement  in  the  all-industry  suit. 


Loew-Army  OHicials  at 
Transfer  of  Perisphere 

New  York — High  officials  of  the  army 
and  a number  of  Loew-M-G-M  executives 
will  attend  the  ceremonies  to  be  held  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  at  Broadway  and  46th 
St.  when  M-G-M  officially  turns  over  its 
perisphere  to  the  army  and  which  is  to 
be  used  as  a recruiting  station. 

There  will  be  a number  of  speakers  and 
those  who  have  signified  their  intention  to 
attend  include  Lt.  General  Hugh  A. 
Drum,  commanding  general  1st  army,  and 
Brigadier  General  I.  J.  Phillipson,  com- 
manding general  second  corps  area.  Also 
Borough  President  Stanley  Isaacs,  How- 
ard Dietz,  Col.  John  Reed  Kilpatrick,  James 
W.  Danahy,  L.  L.  Strauss  and  H.  Frederick 
Bright.  Ray  Perkins  will  introduce  the 
speakers  and  the  event  will  be  broadcast 
over  WHN. 


Ahead  of  Schedule 

New  York  — Half  of  the  Terry-Toon 
schedule  has  been  completed  and  four 
other  cartoons  are  now  in  work.  The 
series  is  being  distributed  by  20th-Fox. 
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|l^ICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK  is  delaying  his 

^ annual  departure  for  Miami  shores  until 
the  middle  of  January.  Incidentally,  he  and 
Mrs.  S.  attended  their  first  show  in  three 
weeks  the  other  night.  They  saw  “Char- 
ley’s Aunt’’  . . . Bill  Heineman  is  due  to 
head  for  the  coast  in  about  a week  or  so 
. . . Ray  Bell  has  been  in  Washington  for 
advance  work  on  “Plight  Command”  . . . 
Larry  Kent  of  FWC  is  the  father  of  a 5 im- 
pound boy  born  at  New  Rochelle  Hos- 
pital . . . Otte  Bolle,  20th-Fox  South 
American  head,  arrived  from  the  coast 
during  the  week  and  next  week  leaves  for 
Detroit  to  spend  the  holidays  with  his 
family.  He  plans  to  leave  for  his  head- 
quarters shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year 
. . . George  Schenck,  father  of  Aubrey, 
has  settled  in  the  San  Fernando  Valley 
on  a ranch  and  orange  grove  with  275 
trees. 

Irving  Barry  of  National  Theatres  has 
temporarily  switched  his  headquarters  to 
the  Greek  War  Fund  at  730  Fifth  Ave.  . . . 
David  Bernstein  saw  “The  Corn  Is  Green” 
the  early  part  of  the  week  and  Leopold 
Friedman  and  his  missus  caught  the  same 
show  Saturday  night  . . . Joseph  H.  Hazen 
is  hack  from  the  coast  after  conferences 
with  Harry  M.  Warner  . . . Teddy  Carr, 
co-managing  director  for  UA  in  Eng- 
land, and  his  wife  narrowly  escaped  be- 
ing killed  when  a bomb  landed  within 
75  feet  of  their  home  one  night  last  week. 
Their  children  are  here  . . . Harry  Roy- 
ster, assistant  to  Sam  Dembow,  is  pinch- 
hitting  while  the  latter  recuperates  from 
his  recent  accident.  Dembow  has  been 
discharged  from  LeRoy  Sanitarium  and  is 
now  convalescing  at  his  Larchmont  home. 
He’ll  be  out  of  the  running  for  weeks  . . . 
Leonard  Goldenson  returned  from  a south- 
ern trip  Wednesday  . . . Leon  Netter  got 
back  several  days  later  from  below  the 
Mason  and  Dixie  line. 

Charles  Stern,  UA  district  manager,  was 
due  back  at  his  office  late  in  the  week 
after  being  bedded  by  the  flu  . . . George 
Dembow  is  back  on  the  job  at  National 
Screen  after  an  extended  rest  . . . Joe 
Rosthal  of  M-G-M’s  foreign  department 
was  out  several  days  with  a bad  cold  . . . 
Arthur  Kelly  has  been  making  the  rounds 
of  UA  exchanges  in  the  mideast.  He  is 
due  back  Monday  . . . M.  A.  Lightman 
participated  in  the  national  bridge  tourna- 
ment in  Philadelphia  over  the  weekend. 
He  returned  to  the  Quaker  City  Thursday 
for  the  testimonial  dinner  to  Postmaster 
General  Prank  Walker  . . . Victor  Francen 
attended  the  special  showing  of  his  latest, 
“La  Chemineau,”  at  the  RKO  home  office 
. . . Harry  Smith,  Bob  Donahue  jr.  and 
Clarence  Ellis  of  Pathe  shorts  subject  de- 
partment are  en  route  to  South  America 
for  Sportscope  material  . . . Mrs.  Leo  Spitz 
and  Mrs.  Roger  W.  Straus  were  co-chair- 
men of  a party  held  Friday  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Straus  as  part  of  the  mobilization 
for  National  Unity  Camp>aign  of  the  Na- 
tional Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews 
. . . A.  O.  Dillenbeck,  who  has  resigned  as 
executive  vice-president  and  director  of 
Buchanan  & Co.,  will  set  new  plans  shortly. 

Abe  Blumstein,  Moe  Kurtz  and  Sey- 
mour Florin  of  the  local  2Qth-Fox  ex- 
change wil  head  for  Miami  shores  Decem- 
ber 21.  William  Schutzer  of  the  same  sales 
staff  will  go  to  Canada  for  his  vacation 
while  Joe  St.  Clair  is  planning  to  spend 
his  time  off  upstate  . . . Harry  Furst  of 
Universal’s  local  sales  staff  will  be  among 
the  departures  for  Miami  the  end  of  next 
week  . . . Nat  Holt,  RKO  Ohio  division 
head,  has  been  in  town  for  booking  con- 
ferences with  home  office  executives  . . . 


Bill  Moses  of  the  local  Monogram  staff  is 
figuring  on  leaving  for  Miami  sometime 
in  April  . . . “Ma”  Moskowitz  is  coming 
along  fine  after  a cold  which  kept  her  in 
bed  several  days  . . . Marvin  Schenck  re- 
turned from  the  coast  Friday  after  10 
days  of  M-G-M  studio  conferences  . . . 
Willard  McKay  was  in  Washington  the 
other  day  conferring  with  department  of 
justice  representatives  on  the  Sehine  suit 
in  Buffalo. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Back  in  Town — 

Wesley  Ruggles,  producer-director  of 
Columbia’s  “Arizona,”  arrives  at  La 
Guardia  airport,  accompanied  by  his 
bride,  Marcelle  Rogez,  French  screen 
actress,  following  a honeymoon  trip  to 
South  America.  “Arizona”  is  scheduled 
for  an  early  presentation  at  Radio  City 
Music  Hall. 


Sidewalk  Combinations:  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  Dave  Bernstein  and  “Lep”  Fried- 
man . . . Bob  Wolff  and  Harry  Michalson 
. . . Walter  Gould  and  Tom  Mulrooney 
. . . Andy  Smith  is  back  at  his  desk  at  RKO 
following  a visit  to  the  studio  and  ex- 
changes in  the  west  . . . Gd  Marbe,  man- 
ager of  Loew’s  Ziegfeld,  has  been  promoted 
to  manage  the  circuit’s  newest  unit,  the 
American,  which  opens  in  the  Parkches- 
ter  development  Christmas  Eve  . . . Wil- 
liam R.  Ferguson  and  Tom  Connors  were 
in  Atlanta  for  the  second  world  premiere 
of  “Gone  With  the  Wind”  . . . The  11th 
annual  dinner  dance  of  the  Columbians 
of  Columbia,  of  course,  will  be  held  Febru- 
ary 22  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria.  Headline 
entertainment  and  continuous  dancing  is 
promised  . . . Boris  Karloff  is  here  for  re- 
hearsals on  the  Howard  Lindsay-Russel 
Crouse  production  of  “Arsenic  and  Old 
Lace”  . . . Ditto  Helen  Vinson,  who  is  set 
for  a Broadway  play  . . . J.  H.  Seidelman, 
in  charge  of  foreign  affairs  for  Universal, 
has  gone  to  the  studios  for  production 
conferences.  A few  weeks  . . . Edgar  Ker- 
ner,  Columbia’s  manager  in  the  British 
West  Indies,  is  here  for  conferences  with 
J.  A.  McConville,  foreign  head. 

Leon  Leonidoff  is  back  in  town  after  a 
visit  to  the  coast  . . . The  annual  Christ- 
mas Party  for  M-G-M  and  Loew’s  em- 


ployes takes  place  at  the  Hotel  Astor  the 
afternoon  of  December  24,  starting  at  1 
p.  m.,  which  means  most  of  the  home  of- 
fices will  shut  down  early  for  the  affair 
. . . Terry  Turner  of  RKO’s  field  staff  was 
in  Philadelphia  for  the  advance  campaigns 
on  “No,  No,  Nanette”  and  “Kitty  Foyle” 
. . . Harry  Cohen,  the  company’s  Los 
Angeles  branch  manager,  is  in  town  for 
sales  conferences  . . . His  friends  here  are 
surprised  over  Arthur  Dent’s  resignation 
as  distribution  head  of  Associated  British 
Pictures  of  London.  This  was  the  company 
headed  by  the  late  John  Maxwell  . . . Ed- 
ward Peskay,  Hal  Roach’s  eastern  repre- 
sentative, and  Grace  Rosenfield,  publicity 
director,  are  making  stops  at  Pittsburgh, 
St.  Louis  and  Chicago  on  “Road  Show” 
and  “Broadway  Limited.” 

Bob  Wolff  is  going  in  for  miniature 
objets  d’art  and  proudly  displays  them  in 
his  office  . . . Ted  O’Shea  will  be  moving 
into  his  new  offices  at  M-G-M  headquar- 
ters after  the  first  of  the  year  . . . Clar- 
ence Brown,  M-G-M  director,  is  in  from 
the  coast  . . . Arthur  Israel  is  putting  on 
weight  and  likes  it  ...  Ed  Man  tell,  Bronx 
exhibitor,  will  leave  for  Orlando,  Fla.,  any 
day  now.  He  intends  to  make  his  home 
there  in  the  future  . . . Sam  Engel  of  20th- 
Fox’s  production  staff  is  visiting  from 
Hollywood  . . . George  J.  Schaefer  returned 
over  the  weekend  from  a lengthy  stay  on 
the  coast  . . . Peter  Rathvon,  RKO  direc- 
tor, is  another  coast  arrival  . . . Matty  Fox 
is  due  shortly  from  the  Universal  studios 
. . . Jules  Levey  still  hasn’t  made  up  his 
mind  when  he’ll  head  for  Hollywood  to 
start  on  his  second  picture  for  Universal 
. . . Budd  Rogers  is  due  back  from  the 
coast  next  week. 

December  19  is  the  date  and  the  Astor 
is  the  place  for  the  testimonial  to  Ted 
O’Shea,  new  central  division  head,  and 
Jack  Bowen,  new  local  district  manager  of 
M-G-M.  Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the 
ITOA,  is  chairman  of  the  extensive  com- 
mittee lined  up  for  the  function  while  the 
ducats  at  $5  each  suggest  the  boys  are 
planning  something  gift-wise.  Anyhow,  the 
arrangements  committee  includes  William 
F.  Rodgers,  of  course;  Tom  Connors,  Ed- 
ward M.  Saunders,  Howard  Dietz,  Si  Sead- 
ler,  William  A.  Scully,  Herman  Robbins, 
Leo  Brecher,  Charles  Moses,  Frank  C.  Wal- 
ker, Max  A.  Cohen,  John  J.  O’Connor, 
James  J.  Walker,  Charles  C.  Moskowitz, 
Laurence  Bolognino,  Sam  Rinzler,  Eddie 
Rugoff,  Si  Fabian,  Walter  Reade,  Sam 
Strassberg,  John  J.  Nolan,  J.  Myer  Sehine, 
Joseph  Katsch,  Leon  Rosenblatt,  Don  Ja- 
cocks,  Lee  Newbury,  Joseph  M.  Seider, 
Harry  Hecht,  Dave  Snaper,  David  Wein- 
stock,  Milt  Kusell,  Harry  H.  Buxbaum,  Joe 
Lee,  Bob  Wolff,  Frank  Moscato,  Jack  El- 
lis, Nat  Cohn,  Dave  Levy,  Eddie  Schnitzer, 
who  is  recuperatmg  nicely  from  his  recent 
hospital  siege;  Clarence  Eiseman,  Ben  Ab- 
ner, Martin  Levine,  Oscar  A.  Doob,  Charles 
L.  O’Reilly,  Jack  Alicoate,  Chester  B. 
Bahn,  Lionel  H.  Toll,  Sam  Shain,  Charles 
E.  Lewis,  Terry  Ramsaye  and  Red  Kann. 

June  Preisser’s  vacation  stint  here  was 
brief.  She’s  already  back  at  the  M-G-M 
studio.  Another  departing  traveler  was 
Jeanette  MacDonald  who  has  returned  to 
the  coast  following  a concert  at  White 
Plains  and  a shopping  tour.  Gene  Ray- 
mond, her  husband,  accompanied  her  west. 
Shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year,  Miss 
MacD.  resumes  her  concert  tour,  but 
through  the  south  . . . Henry  Fonda,  now 
that  “Chad  Hanna”  is  behind  him,  is  in 
and  around  New  York.  Friday  night,  he 
did  a radio  preview  of  the  film  on  the  Kate 
(Continued  on  page  38-C) 
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Ralph  Pielow  to  Take  Over 
Metro's  New  York  Branch 

Albany — Ralph  Pielow,  Metro  manager 
in  Albany  for  12  years,  will  take  over  as 
New  York  City  branch  head  on  January  1. 
Herman  Ripps,  former  star  salesman  here 
and  attached  to  the  metropolitan  office 
covering  northern  New  Jersey  for  the  past 
18  months,  will  succeed  Pielow  here. 

Promotion  of  Pielow  climaxes  19  years’ 
service  with  M-G-M  and  its  predecessor, 
Goldwyn  Picture  Corp. 


Report  Kallett  Circuit  Is 
Entering  2 More  Towns 

Albany — Following  reports  that  Kallett 
has  or  will  tack  Port  Henry  to  its  chain, 
comes  word  that  the  Oneida  organization 
is  dickering  for  Hoosicks  Falls  and  Cam- 
bridge. A theatre  in  each  of  these  villages 
is  owned  by  Mary  Graham  of  Troy. 


A IIL  m AMY 

gOB  DENNER  re-fronted  the  new  Holly- 
wood in  Frankfort.  A store  window 
was  removed  and  the  store  merged  into  a 
larger  lobby  . . . The  Warner  Club  held  a 
dance  at  the  Fort  Orange  American  Le- 
gion Post  quarters.  Arrangements  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Jimmy  Moore,  exchange 
booking  department;  Joe  Weinstein,  short 
subject  booker  in  theatres  zone  office; 
James  P.  Faughnan,  theatres  contact 
manager;  Andy  Roy,  manager  of  the 
Strand;  Leo  Rosen,  manager  of  the  Troy, 
and  Leo  Drexler  of  the  contact  division  . . . 
Johnny  Milligan,  owner  of  the  Broadway, 
Schuylerville,  is  first  of  the  film  men  trek- 
king to  Florida  for  a winter  vacation.  Mil- 
ligan usually  stays  in  Miami.  His  brother, 
a projectionist,  handles  the  theatre  in 
Johnny’s  absence. 

Phil  Baroudi,  North  Creek  and  Indian 
Lake  exhibitor,  did  a little  hunting.  Ditto 
Sidney  Mull  0/  Nassau,  Nassau  . . . Jim 
Leonard,  Community,  Newton  Falls,  is  in 
Canton  for  several  weeks  attending  the 
annual  session  of  county  supervisors  . . . 
Cecil  Patten,  State,  Adams,  went  to  a fire- 
men’s convention  in  Brownville  . . . Ben 
Nebel,  who  screens  the  pictures  at  Ray 
Brook  State  Sanitarium,  is  employing  his 
skill  as  an  electrician  in  decorating  Christ- 
mas trees  . . . “North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice” grossed  230  per  cent  in  comparison  to 
figures  for  “Union  Pacific”  in  11  Schine 
and  Kallett  test  spots,  at  a 55-cent  top.  It 
broke  all  normal  house  records  at  the 
Avon,  a Schine  first  run  in  Watertown  . . . 
Clareiice  Goodernote,  Cozy,  Broadalbin, 
now  has  a billiard  parlor  in  his  theatre 
building  . . . Lou  Weinberg,  Columbia  dis- 
trict manager,  here  and  to  Gloversville 
with  Branch  Boss  Joe  Miller. 


Welden  Waters,  a Paramount  salesman 
never  too  busy  to  help,  hopped  to  Boston 
for  a product  confab  with  Charles  Morse 
on  Morse  circuit’s  theatre  in  Adams,  Mass. 
Russ  Monroe  manages  the  house  . . . Bill 
Kennedy,  operating  theatres  in  Cham- 
plain and  Rouses  Point,  helped  shovel  out 
Morris  Cohn,  Columbia,  when  the  latter’s 
car  stuck  in  snow  at  Champlain  . . . Nate 
Sodikman,  Monogram  manager,  foimd 
driving  tough  on  a trip  to  Watertown  . . . 
Bill  Murray  is  digging  into  his  new  job 
as  Monogram  booker  . . . Salesmen  report 
they  run  across  C.  R.  Halligan,  former 
RKO  branch  manager  here  and  now  a 
field  representative  of  WPA. 


Rubin  Heads  Division 
To  Foster  Goodwill 


New  York — J.  Robert  Rubin,  M-G-M 
vice-president,  has  accepted  chairmanship 
of  the  industry  divi- 
sion of  the  National 
Conference  of  Chris- 
tians and  Jews.  In 
announcing  Rubin’s 
appointment,  Arthur 
H.  Compton,  national 
chairman,  paid  trib- 
ute to  his  activity  in 
Conference  work  and 
efforts  in  promoting 
goodwill  among  all 
religious  and  racial 
groups. 

“The  motion  pic- 
ture industry,  within 
itself,  is  a notable  example  of  interfaith 
amity  and  cooperation  successfully  at  work 
in  one  of  our  great  industries,”  Compton 
declared.  "It  is,  therefore,  in  an  especial- 
ly favorable  position  to  carry  this  message 
of  friendliness  and  cooperation  to  the  mil- 
lions of  Americans  who  make  the  great 
motion  picture  audiences. 

“At  this  time,  when  the  industry  is  con- 
tributing so  much  to  the  advancement  of 
national  unity,  the  National  Conference  is 
proud  to  call  on  it  to  contribute  toward  a 
deep  and  lasting  amity  among  our  citizens 
by  helping  us  to  advance  our  aims  of  jus- 
tice, amity,  understanding  and  cooperation 
among  Protestants,  Catholics  and  Jews.” 


Harding  Supplies  Buys 
Behrend's  Company 

New  York — The  supply  and  equipment 
interests  of  Behrend  Motion  Picture  Sup- 
ply Co.,  in  business  here  for  about  30 
years,  have  been  acquired  by  Harding  Sup- 
plies, which  will  continue  to  operate  from 
630  Ninth  Ave.  Behrend’s  poster  and  ad- 
vertising interests  were  recently  taken 
over  by  Advertising  Accessories,  headed 
by  Charles  Casanave. 

Prudential  Playhouses 
Buys  Larchmont  House 

Larchmont,  N.  Y. — Prudential  Playhouses 
has  purchased  the  Larchmont  from  Sale- 
son  & Freed  of  Interurban  Theatre  Corp. 
Prudential  operates  at  Mamaroneck  and 
Rye.  The  Larchmont  is  the  only  house  in 
town.  It  seats  600.  Berk  & Krumgold  act- 
ed as  agent. 

h 

: INCORPORATIONS  : 
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Albany — Empire  State  Motion  Picture 
Operators’  Union,  Inc.,  a membership  or- 
ganization, has  changed  the  location  of  its 
headquarters.  Allen  Goodwin,  11  W.  42nd 
St.,  recorded  the  papers  with  the  secretary 
of  state. 


Cataract  Theatre  Corp.,  Niagara  Falls, 
has  changed  directors  and  purposes.  Ar- 
thur Killian,  Niagara  Falls,  recorded  the 
papers  with  the  secretary  of  state. 


Brandon  Films,  Inc.,  has  been  formed 
to  conduct  a motion  picture  film  business 
in  New  York.  Capital  stock  is  $20,000, 
$100  par. 


Mull  Consent  Decree  and 
Mid-Winter  Convention 


Richmond,  Va. — A special  meeting  of 
directors  of  the  MPTO  of  Virginia  was 
held  here  to  discuss  the  consent  decree  and 
to  make  plans  for  the  regular  mid-winter 
convention  to  be  held  in  Washington  at 
the  Shoreham  on  February  2 and  3.  Those 
attending  included  William  F.  Crockett, 
Virginia  Beach,  president;  Ben  Fitts, 
Fredericksburg;  Dan  Weinberg,  Lexington; 
John  C.  Caldwell,  Appomattox;  D.  F.  Ale- 
shire,  Luray;  J.  R.  Loth,  Waynesboro; 
Charles  Roth,  Harrisonburg;  Allen  Spar- 
row, Harold  Wood,  Morton  G.  Thalhimer 
and  Sam  Bendheim  jr.,  Richmond.  Col. 
Robert  Barton,  counsel,  was  also  present. 

Frank  O’Brien  is  chairman  of  the  con- 
vention committee  which  includes  Carter 
Barron,  Julian  Brylawski  and  Nate  Glas- 
ser  of  Washington;  Herman  Rubin,  Peters- 
burg, and  Harold  Wood  and  Allen  Spar- 
row, Richmond. 


gOB  ASHCROFT,  manager  of  the  Apollo, 
left  last  week  to  be  with  his  mother, 
who  is  ill  in  Shreveport,  La.  He  does  not 
expect  to  return  until  after  the  Xmas 
holidays  . . . Walter  Cohen  and  wife  cele- 
brated their  first  wedding  anniversary 
last  Tuesday  . . . Leon  Back  led  the  ser- 
vices at  the  Eutaw  Temple  last  Sunday  . . . 
Nat  Rosen,  Royal,  was  hit  by  an  auto  while 
on  a trip  in  Philadelphia  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sam  Soltz  are  planning  a trip  to  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Mac  Weinberg,  Little,  is  going  to  give  a 
talk  to  the  Jewish  Educational  Alliance  on 
journalism  early  in  January  . . . Herman 
Cluster  and  family  are  bound  for  a Flor- 
ida vacation  . . . Mrs.  Mac  Cluster  is  in 
the  hospital  . . . Barry  Goldman,  Regent, 
reports  a new  marquee  will  be  installed  at 
the  Regent  soon. 

Edward  Kimple  sr.  of  the  Capitol  is 
driving  a new  car  . . . Joe  Fields,  Rivoli, 
will  treat  to  a show  inmates  of  the  Augs- 
burg Home  . . . Ambrose  Cremens,  Lafay- 
ette, is  now  the  proud  papa  of  a boy  who’s 
been  tagged  Ambrose  jr.  . . . A short  sub- 
ject titled  “The  Oyster  Fleet”  is  in  pro- 
duction here. 

The  mother  of  Vernon  Nolte,  manager 
of  the  Boulevard,  is  in  the  hospital  . . . 
Sam  Diamond,  who  was  electioneering  for 
Morris  Olestsky  and  Barry  Goldman  at  the 
Variety  election,  got  half  his  ticket  in. 


Farley  to  Lead  Drive  for 
Greater  New  York  Fund 

New  York — James  A.  Farley,  former 
postmaster  general,  has  accepted  the 
chairmanship  for  the  1941  campaign  of 
the  Greater  New  York  Fund  which  will 
open  April  14,  James  G.  Blaine,  president 
of  the  fund,  announced  following  a meet- 
ing. 


Ellis  Wants  Out 

New  York — Nominations  for  M.  P.  As- 
sociates will  be  held  at  a special  meeting 
Wednesday  afternoon  at  the  Astor.  Jack 
Ellis,  president  for  the  past  two  years, 
states  he  will  not  accept  offers  to  con- 
tinue at  the  helm. 


,J.  K015EKT  KI  BIN 
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AMPA  Gets  'Ribbing' 
From  Jack  Cohn 

By  LEONARD  WEISBERG 

New  York — There  was  a serious  note 
in  Jack  Cohn’s  voice  when  he  observed,  as 
the  principal  speaker  at  an  Ampa  lunch- 
eon, that  the  industry  is  on  the  thres- 
hold of  “all  kinds  of  censorship  troubles” 
if  wanton  revision  of  picture  titles  to  cap- 
italize on  not  too  subdued  sex  sensation- 
alism is  not  restrained. 

Otherwise,  Cohn,  whose  subject  was  sup- 
posed to  be,  “Let’s  Get  Back  to  Showman- 
ship,” was  not  very  serious.  In  fact,  he 
was  very  amusing.  He  admitted  he  had 
practically  no  choice  in  selecting  the  topic 
he  was  to  speak  on,  saying  he  was  merely 
informed  he  was  to  be  the  guest  of  honor 
and  that  he  was  to  deliver  a talk  on  show- 
manship. He  had  come  fully  prepared,  he 
said,  with  copious  notes,  but  he  left  the 
notes  in  another  suit.  So  it  was  pretty 
much  hit  and  miss. 

He  hit  upon  any  number  of  humorous 
observations.  The  first  was  that  he  saw 
so  many  new  faces  of  ad  men  in  the  audi- 
ence he  is  going  to  revise  his  list  of  eli- 
gibles  for  Columbia  jobs.  The  remark  was 
particularly  timely  in  view  of  the  presence 
at  the  guests’  table  of  Maurice  Bergman, 
who  resigned  his  post  at  Columbia  to  join 
20th  Century-Pox  as  advertising  manager 
on  January  2.  He  referred  to  the  Berg- 
man switch  with  a remark  that  he  was 
taken  aback  when  he  was  invited  to  a 
“little”  luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Astor  last 
week  to  find  that  the  entire  grand  ball 
room  was  overflowing  with  well  wishers 
just  because  a man  had  quit  his  job.  “The 
business  sure  is  changing  when  they  turn 
out  like  that  for  a guy  who  is  going  away,” 
he  chuckled. 

The  laughs  from  spontaneous  remarks, 
he  attributed  to  the  Columbia  “stooges” 
who  were  present  and  the  group  repre- 


senting National  Screen — “they’ve  got  to 
laugh.”  Saying  he  thought  the  business 
is  “fascinating  and  a cinch,”  he  drew  the 
parallel  of  a new  picture  every  week,  which 
should  afford  alert  ad  men  lots  of  oppor- 
tunity to  employ  ingenuity,  and  the  situa- 
tion existing  where  ad  men  must  plug  the 
same  piece  of  merchandise  every  week. 
“Imagine  the  tough  time  they  must  have 
digging  up  new  ideas  each  week  for  cough 
medicine,”  he  said. 

The  incident  that  drew  Cohn’s  ire  over 
title  switching  was  the  changing  of  “Glam- 
our for  Sale”  to  “Girls  on  Call,”  by  an  ex- 
hibitor in  a first  run  situation.  “Some- 
thing should  be  done  to  stop  this  sort  of 
thing,”  he  warned.  “It  is  not  a simple 
mistake;  it  is  an  insult  to  the  industry.” 

Hits  Premiere  Extravagances 

While  offering  no  tangible  suggestions 
for  correction  of  an  alleged  laxity  on  the 
part  of  certain  theatre  operators,  Cohn 
was  critical  of  the  manner  in  which  pic- 
tures are  sold  to  the  public  “where  an  ex- 
hibitor is  not  on  the  job.”  He  went  on  to 
say  “it’s  hard  enough  to  get  good  pictures; 
we  ought  to  get  behind  them.”  He  in- 
ferred the  money  spent  on  out-of-town 
premiere  “junkets”  could  be  put  to  better 
use  in  directly  selling  the  picture  to  the 
public. 

Cohn  was  preceded  by  Bergman,  who 
displayed  a hitherto  latent  knack  for  mak- 
ing people  laugh.  He  ribbed  Cohn  all  over 
the  lot  and  his  remarks  were  extremely 
funny.  He  employed  a reverse  approach  to 
his  former  employer,  and  got  off  some 
dandies  in  the  vein  that  pictured  Cohn 
working  for  Bergman.  Then  he  offered 
a few  definitions  which  he  observed  were 
conceived  on  Columbia’s  time.  “Chaos,” 
he  said,  “is  the  backbone  of  the  motion 
picture  industry.”  His  idea  of  showman- 
ship is  “doing  the  absurd  thing  at  the 
logical  time.”  An  exploitation  man,  he 
said,  “is  a fellow  who’s  always  acting  like 
he’s  drunk  but  who  has  never  taken  a 
drink.” 

Leon  Bamberger,  president,  presided.  He 
introduced  Nate  Spingold  of  Columbia  and 
June  Preisser. 
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How  They  Got  Where  They  Are 
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Hollywood — Once  an  actor,  always  an 
actor. 

Of  the  players  in  Hollywood  today,  94.2 
per  cent  began  their  film  careers  before 
the  cameras,  not  behind  them. 

Some  87  per  cent  of  them  have  had 
previous  stage  experience. 

Only  1.9  per  cent  started  their  careers 
as  extras. 

These  are  some  of  the  salient  findings 
contained  in  a statistical  report,  exhaus- 
tively analyzing  motion  picture  Thespians, 
as  compiled  by  Dr.  Leo  C.  Rosten  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Research  Project  and 
turned  over  to  the  Screen  Actors  Guild. 

Dr.  Rosten  submitted  questionnaires  to 
309  of  the  SAG’S  “A”  players  to  determine 
whence  they  came,  who  gave  them  their 
breaks,  their  ages,  their  education,  how 
long  they  last  and  other  bits  of  informa- 
tion heretofore  never  correlated.  The 
analysis  is  but  a part  of  the  survey  Dr. 
Rosten  is  making  of  every  phase  of  the 
film  world,  which  will  be  published  in  book 
form  in  1941. 

Included  in  the  report  are  such  dis- 
coveries as: 

One  actor  in  every  ten  entered  the  in- 
dustry via  some  independent  producer; 
three-fourths  were  first  employed  by  one 
of  the  majors.  Paramount  and  M-G-M 




have  recruited  more  “A”  players  than  any 
other  two  studios;  one  in  ten  made  his 
debut  at  RKO  Radio  and  Warner;  three 
per  cent  received  their  first  jobs  at 
Columbia. 

Of  particular  interest  to  exhibitors  be- 
wailing radio  competition  is  the  revelation 
that,  during  the  past  three  years,  69.8  per 
cent  worked  solely  on  the  screen,  with  5.7 
per  cent  reporting  they  also  accepted  radio 
assignments. 

Other  findings: 

As  to  age,  15.8  per  cent  are  under  30; 
31  per  cent  are  between  30  and  40;  18  per 
cent,  40  to  50;  20.6  per  cent,  50  to  60;  12.2 
per  cent,  60  to  70;  and  2.2  per  cent  over 
70  years  old.  Women  are,  on  the  average, 
younger  than  the  men;  medium  age  for 
actresses  is  34,  for  actors  46.  Of  the  men, 
14.7  have  been  in  Hollywood  20  years  or 
more,  whereas  4.5  of  the  women  can  claim 
such  a long  term  of  employment. 

Dr.  Rosten  also  delved  into  the  players’ 
family  lives  to  find  there  are  many  more 
single  actresses  than  actors;  while,  of  those 
married,  46  per  cent  reported  they  had 
one  or  more  children.  Educationally,  49.8 
per  cent  have  been  to  college;  21  per  cent 
had  four  or  more  years  of  college  work; 
2.8  per  cent  reported  they  had  only  grade- 
school  education. 


Deals  Sternly  With 
Tax  Law  Violator 

Washington — Crime  does  not  pay  when 
Uncle  Sam  catches  up  with  the  culprit. 

The  truth  of  this  maxim  is  called  to 
the  attention  of  exhibitors  by  the  internal 
revenue  bureau  in  a statement  on  the 
recent  prosecution  in  the  New  York  Fed- 
eral district  court  of  Pietro  Garofalo, 
president  of  the  Cine  Lux  Corp.,  operators 
of  a New  York  film  theatre. 

Garofalo  made  his  returns  monthly  to 
the  collector  of  internal  revenue,  but  for- 
got to  accompany  them  with  the  tax 
money.  He  told  the  court,  after  pleading 
guilty  to  embezzlement  of  admission  taxes, 
that  he  used  the  money  to  pay  the  oper- 
ating expenses  of  the  theatre  and  corpor- 
ation. 

The  penalty  imposed  by  Judge  William 
Bondy,  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue 
Guy  T.  Helvering  said,  was  “dear  but 
just.”  Judge  Bondy  imposed  fines  of  $5,- 
000  on  the  corporation  and  $2,000  on  Garo- 
falo, who  also  drew  a sentence  of  two 
months  in  prison  with  deportation  to  Italy 
at  the  end  of  that  time. 

Commenting  on  the  results  of  the  prose- 
cution, the  commissioner  disclosed  that  the 
bureau  is  taking  vigorous  action  against 
owners  and  operators  of  theatres  who  col- 
lect admission  taxes  and  do  not  remit 
them  to  the  Government. 


Amusement  Gross  Tops 
Billion  During  1938 

Washington  — Total  gross  income  of 
9,165  corporations  in  the  amusement  in- 
dustry in  1938  was  $1,140,691,000,  it  is 
shown  by  figures  just  compiled  by  the 
Internal  Revenue  Bureau. 

A total  of  10,353  returns  were  filed  by 
amusement  corporations  for  the  year,  but 
188  were  inactive  organizations. 

Of  the  9,165  corporations  actually  en- 
gaged in  business,  however,  only  3,230  re- 
ported taxable  income,  although  some  of 
the  remaining  5,935  companies  were  able 
to  pay  dividends. 

Although  taxes  were  paid  by  only  about 
one-third  of  the  companies,  that  group, 
it  was  indicated,  comprised  all  of  the 
larger  organizations. 

The  3,230  companies  had  a gross  income 
aggregating  $797,709,000  and  a net  income 
of  $80,734,000,  and  paid  $11,614,000  in  in- 
come taxes  and  $88,000  in  excess  profits 
taxes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  5,935  un- 
taxed companies  had  a gross  income  ag- 
gregating only  $342,982,000,  or  less  than 
half  the  total  reported  by  the  smaller 
group,  and  failed  by  $28,828,000  to  de- 
velop taxable  income. 

Dividends,  other  than  stock  dividends, 
were  paid  by  the  3,230  taxpaying  corpora- 
tions in  the  sum  of  $42,484,000.  The  total 
dividends  of  the  5,935  deficit  corporations 
were  $801,000. 


“Dr.  Jekyll"  With  Tracy 

Hollywood — Metro  v/ill  remake  “Dr. 
Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde”  with  Spencer  Tracy 
in  the  starring  role.  John  Lee  Mahin  has 
been  assigned  to  the  script. 


Make  “Improper  Relations" 

Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox  will  make 
“Improper  Relations,”  from  an  original  by 
Victor  Heerman  and  Sarah  Y.  Mason. 
Fred  Kohlmar  will  produce. 
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WAgllHIlIlMCiTOW 

THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Motion 

Picture  Salesman’s  Club  of  Washing- 
ton the  officers  of  the  past  year  were  in- 
ducted into  office  for  the  coming  year  by 
a unanimous  vote.  It  was  planned  to  hold 
future  monthly  meetings  at  a downtown 
hotel,  same  to  be  preceded  by  luncheon. 
Plans  were  made  to  distribute  Xmas  bas- 
kets and  to  make  donations  to  five  worthy 
local  charities.  Officers  for  the  1941  sea- 
son are  “Vince”  Daugherty,  president;  Joe 
Walsh,  vice-president;  Phil  Bobys,  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

A.  A.  Shubart,  RKO  home  office  execu- 
tive and  Nat  Levey,  RKO  district  manager, 
visited  for  a few  days  with  Branch  Man- 
ager Bob  Folliard  . . . Sam  Galanty,  Co- 
lumbia district  manager,  returned  from 
Pittsburgh,  checked  his  mail,  and  then 
headed  for  Cleveland  and  Cincy  still  fired 
with  enthusiasm  over  “Arizona”  . . . Stan- 
ley Barr  of  the  Colonial,  Norfolk,  made  a 
periodic  visit  to  the  Row  arid  advised  that 
the  defense  program  has  made  Norfolk  a 
realistic  “Boom  Town;”  house  records  be- 
ing shattered  weekly,  with  “When  the  Dal- 
tons Rode”  holding  such  a distinction  at 
the  Colonial. 

Focused  along  the  Row:  Julian  Gordon, 
Newport  News;  Ellison  Loth,  Waynesboro; 
John  Caldwell,  Appomattox;  Chris  Geo- 
hagen.  South  Hill;  Sam  Mellitts,  Denton; 
Stanley  Barr,  Norfolk;  Frank  Ponton,  Mar- 
tinsburg,  W.  Va.;  D.  F.  Aleshire,  Luray; 
Sam  Goldberg,  Brunswick;  E.  S.  Horne, 
Radford:  Ike  Weiner,  Hollywood,  Md.; 
Han-y  Meyerberger,  Mickey  Hendricks, 
Baltimore. 

The  general  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
Warner  Theatre  Ma7iagers  in  the  Wash- 
ington zone  was  called  on  Thursday,  De- 
cember 12,  by  John  J.  Payette,  general 
zone  maiiager.  Out-of-town  managers 
from  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and 
West  Virginia  joined  with  the  managers 
of  theatres  in  the  district.  In  addition  to 
Payette,  the  roster  of  speakers  mcluded: 
George  A.  Crouch,  Frank  LaFalce,  Harry 
Anger,  Harry  Lohmeyer,  Guy  L.  Wonders, 
Nat  Glasser,  Julian  Brylawski,  Chas.  E. 
McGowan,  J.  A.  Pratt,  and  Lou  Ribnitski. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Jordan  of  the  publicity  de- 
partment planed  to  Norfolk  to  weekend 
with  friends  . . . Mrs.  Frances  Coon  held  a 
soiree  Saturday  eve  at  her  new  home  for 
the  ladies  of  the  ensemble  . . . Bill  Ewing 
of  the  publicity  staff  is  nursing  hot  lemon- 
ades— you  know  why  . . . The  Warner  club 
rooms,  to  be  located  in  the  Tivoli  Bldg., 
are  nearing  completion  . . . The  bowling 
club  standings  as  of  December  1 show  the 
Ambassador  and  York  tied  for  first  place, 
with  the  Savoy,  Metropolitan,  and  Sheri- 
dan-Seco  in  a three-way  tie  for  the  run- 
ner-up position. 

The  search  is  on  for  America’s  prettiest 
airline  stewardess,  who  will  be  crowned 
“Miss  Flight  Command,”  and  will  act  as 
hostess  for  all  activities  surrounding  the 
hemispheric  premiere  at  the  Capitol  . . . 
Brian  Aherne  and  Ruth  Chatterton  are  on 
the  expected  list  from  the  coast  . . . The 
managers  of  the  Sidney  Lust  theatres  in 
Bethesda,  Hyattsville,  Marlboro,  Mt.  Rai- 
7iier,  and  Rockville  have  joined  with  the 
civic  organizations  in  their  respective  com- 
munities in  fostering  toy  matinees,  admis- 
sion being  for  a toy,  article  of  clothing,  or 
foodstuffs, 

Sam  Wheeler,  20th-Fox  branch  man- 
ager, gathered  his  flock,  consisting  of 
Salesmen  Jerry  Murphy,  Freddie  Klein, 
Glenn  Norris,  and  Sammy  Diamond;  and 
Bookers  Sara  Young  and  Joe  Cohan,  and 


Sidney  Lehman  Heading 
BuHalo  Variety  Club 


Buffalo — Sidney  Lehman,  branch  man- 
ager in  western  New  York  for  United  Ai’t- 
ists,  was  elected  as  the  new  chief  barker 
of  the  Buffalo  Variety  Club.  Stanley  Ko- 
zanowski,  manager  of  the  Rivoli,  and 
George  Hanny  jr.,  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
were  chosen  first  and  second  assistants. 

W.  E.  J.  Martin,  dramatic  editor  of  the 
Buffalo  Courier  Express,  was  re-elected 
secretaiT  and  treasurer.  Bob  Murphy, 
Shea  booker,  retired  as  chief  barker,  but 
he  becomes  the  Buffalo  club’s  representa- 
tive on  the  Variety  national  board  of  di- 
rectors. Automatically  he  becomes  a mem- 
ber of  the  Buffalo  board  of  directors  . . . 
George  Rosing,  Shea’s  Roosevelt  manager, 
won  the  Variety’s  “Trip  to  Hollywood”  con- 
test but  took  the  money  instead.  George, 
after  the  first  surprise  had  worn  off,  con- 
tributed $100  to  the  benefit  fund  of  the 
club  and  spent  a great  deal  more  buying 
for  the  house. 


Baltimore  Barkers 
Elect  Bill  Hicks 

Baltimore — Bill  Hicks  was  elected  chief 
barker  of  the  local  Tent  of  Variety  at  a 
well  attended  meeting  in  the  clubrooms  at 
the  Belvedere.  He  succeeds  Lou  Rome,  who 
has  headed  the  organization  since  its  in- 
ception. 

Other  officers  elected  were:  Nick  Weems, 
first  assistant  chief  barker;  Ed  Perotka, 
second  assistant  chief  barker;  Joe  Grant, 
treasurer,  and  Barry  Goldman,  secretary. 

Rome  automatically  becomes  a director 
for  five  years.  Other  directors  are  Hicks, 
Weems,  Perotka,  Frank  Durkee,  Bernie 
Seaman,  Barry  Goldman,  Elmer  Nolte, 
Eddie  Sherwood,  Rodney  Collier,  Joe  Grant 
and  Lou  Garman. 

Following  the  election,  Hicks  and  Rome 
left  for  Philadelphia  to  attend  a party 
given  by  Edgar  Moss  of  20th  Century-Fox. 
They  also  took  in  the  Quaker  City  Tent’s 
sixth  annual  banquet  at  the  Bellevue- 
Stratford.  Other  local  barkers  who  at- 
tended the  latter  affair  were  Leon  Back, 
Goldman,  Henry  Hornstein,  Eddie  Kim- 
ple  jr..  Collier,  I.  M.  Rappaport,  Fred 
Schmuf  and  Gus  Nolte. 


journeyed  to  Philly  last  Friday  to  attend  a 
joint  drive  meeting  with  the  Philly  staff 
. . . “Syd”  Rosenthal,  formerly  of  the  20th- 
Fox  staff,  has  joined  George  Gill’s  PRC 
staff,  replacing  Pauline  Neider  who  has 
returned  to  her  home  in  Kansas  . . . The 
new  brunette  in  Harry  Brown’s  office  is 
none  other  than  his  daughter,  who  is  lend- 
ing a hand  and  learning  the  rudiments,  as 
it  were  . . . The  Variety  banquet  in  Philly 
was  attended  by  a representative  group 
from  the  local  Tent  . . . Every  Tuesday  at 
the  Cinema  Club  the  international  forum 
over  the  teacups  finds  Leon  Back  and 
Barry  Goldman  taking  the  furore  out  of 
feuhrer. 

Metro’s  Phil  Bobys  is  back  on  the  scene 
and  at  present  swingin’  through  the  Clinch 
. . . Mrs.  Betty  Topf  will  check  off  another 
birthday  the  llth  . . . Mrs.  Thelma  Graves 
has  joined  the  inspection  staff  . . . Joe  Un- 
ger, Paramount  eastern  division  manager, 
visited  with  Branch  Manager  Eddie  Fon- 
taine . . . The  Paramount  exchange  has 
closed  the  Sidney  Lust  circuit  deal  . . . 
Universal’s  Max  Cohen  has  leased  a home 
in  northwest  Washington  . . . Universal’s 
F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  eastern  sales  manager, 
visited  with  Branch  Majiager  Max  Cohen 
. . . The  Vernon  in  Alexandria,  a 900-seater, 
and  the  latest  in  the  Bernheimer  circuit. 
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^HREE  downtown  theatremen  have  taken 

over  the  work  of  getting  together  the 
show  for  the  annual  Policeman’s  Ball  to 
be  held  Valentine’s  Day.  Jay  Golden, 
RKO  Palace;  Lester  Pollock,  Loew’s,  and 
William  Cadoret  are  in  charge  . . . 
“GWTW”  is  slated  to  play  a return  en- 
gagement at  popular  prices  at  Loew’s  the 
first  or  second  week  of  January  . . . Loew’s 
is  installing  rubber  mats  in  the  lobby. 

Adrian  Crossett  returned  to  his  home- 
town last  weekend  in  a role  in  “Hellza- 
poppin’,”  which  packed  them  in  at  the 
Auditorium  . . . Kenny  Baker  played  to 
SRO  when  he  appeared  at  the  Eastman 
Sunday  night  with  the  Civic  Orchestra  . . . 
Members  of  the  Rochester  Film  Council 
heard  a report  on  the  National  Board  of 
Review  conference  at  their  meeting  last 
week.  Alvin  A.  Gresens,  Mrs.  Harry  B. 
Phillips,  Frank  S.  Phillips,  Christabel  Ab- 
bott and  E.  Helen  Goldberg,  who  attended 
the  parley,  gave  the  reports. 

Mickey  Mouse  cartoon  shows  were 
staged  at  all  Schine  Theatres  last  Satur- 
day . . . Rochester  Catholics  pledged  anew 
their  support  to  the  Legion  of  Decency  at 
Masses  in  all  churches  last  Sunday. 

Admission  restrictions  to  plants  here 
which  supply  goods  to  the  motion  picture 
industry  have  been  tightened.  All  employes 
of  the  Camera  Works  at  Eastman  Kodak 
are  now  required  to  show  passes.  Kodak 
office  workers  will  be  required  to  show 
passes  a little  later,  it  is  said.  Bausch  & 
Lomb  also  has  a pass  system  in  effect. 

Bingo  games  have  been  dropped  at  the 
Lake,  Webster  and  West  End  by  Schine, 
but  are  being  kept  at  Riviera,  Madison  and 
Monroe.  Games  are  played  on  Wednesday 
nights. 

L.  M.  Levitch,  Riviera  boss,  visited  for  a 
couple  of  days  in  Buffalo  . . . Bud  Silver- 
man  is  m.c’ing  the  Bingo  games  at  the 
Madison,  while  Levitch  and  Bob  Meagher 
are  handling  the  games  at  the  Riviera. 


William  Haynes 

Utica — William  Haynes,  51,  manager  of 
Warner’s  Stanley  here  for  the  past  five 
years  and  before  that  a district  manager 
for  the  circuit  in  Philadelphia,  died  fol- 
lowing a brief  illness.  Haynes  was  with 
the  Loew  circuit  before  he  joined  Warner. 
One  of  his  sons,  Roland,  is  a Warner  thea- 
tre manager  in  Philadelphia. 


Buffalo  Musicians  Elect 

Buffalo — The  Musicians  Local  elected 
Randall  Caldwell,  president;  Charles  Bufa- 
lino,  vice-president;  John  Hassler,  secre- 
tary. Members  of  the  executive  board  are: 
Bert  Lapetina,  Salvatore  Rixxo,  Roy  Re- 
cotta  and  Walter  Raszeja. 


Fire  Levels  Sweet's  Star 

Salem,  N.  Y. — Vivian  Sweet’s  Star  here 
was  burned  to  the  walls  in  a fire  which 
ruined  the  town’s  business  block.  The 
blaze  started  a half  hour  before  the  thea- 
tre was  to  open  for  the  evening. 


made  its  debut  last  Thursday.  Stanley  Bar- 
lup,  former  assistant  at  the  Palace,  has 
been  appointed  manager  . . . Brock  Whit- 
lock, assistant  manager  of  the  Capitol,  be- 
came the  proud  daddy  of  a baby  boy  De- 
cember 7. 
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Warner  to  Build  a New 
700-Seater  in  Albany 


BIROAIOWAY, 


Albany — Warner  will  build  a one-floor 
700-seat  theatre  on  Delaware  Avenue  in 
an  area  predominantly  residential  but 
partly  business,  it  is  announced  by  Up- 
state Zone  Manager  M.  A.  Silver.  Work  on 
playhouse  will  begin  in  the  spring  and  pic- 
tures will  be  shown  by  midsummer. 


Polishing  “Kiss  the  Boys" 

Hollywood — Dwight  Taylor  is  polish- 
ing the  script  of  “Kiss  the  Boys  Goodbye” 
for  Paramount.  Mary  Martin  will  star. 


QEORGE  DANIELS,  projectionist  at 
Loew’s,  has  dropped  off  the  bowling 
team  and  is  devoting  his  spare  time  to 
hunting  . . . Frank  O’Brien,  city  manager 
for  Wilmer  & Vincent,  has  returned  from 
a vacation  in  New  York  . . . Paul  Nauman 
and  Pete  Southward,  former  employes  at 
the  Bellevue,  are  now  in  the  National 
Guard.  Paul  is  a sergeant  and  Pete,  a 
corporal  . . . Arthur  Jacobson,  Washing- 
ton manager  for  National  Screen,  was  a 
visitor  . . . Gordon  Pulliam,  Byrd  service 
staff,  and  Louise  Sinclair,  who  were  mar- 
ried November  30,  are  honeymooning  in 
Fredericksburg  and  Washington. 

Sam  Pulliam,  assistant  manager  of  the 
State,  vacationed  in  Washington  . . . 
Georgie  Farthing  Koehler,  formerly  at  the 
home  office  of  Neighborhood  Theatres,  is 
here  from  Roanoke  recuperating  from  an 
appendectomy  . . . Mrs.  Bill  Ballenger,  wife 
of  the  Grand  manager,  visited  friends  in 
Washington  . . . Vernon  Boyd,  son  of  Ad- 
die  Boyd,  cashier  at  the  Colonial,  has  gone 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  with  a group  of  Naval 
Reserves  for  a three-month  training 
course  . . . Louis  Pollard,  doorman  at  the 
Capitol,  and  Luther  Jones  of  the  Grand 
service  staff,  motored  down  to  North  Caro- 
lina over  the  weekend  . . . Garrett  Leahey, 
manager  of  the  Westhampton,  has  been 
going  hunting  on  his  day  off  . . . Maurice 
Andrews  is  a new  addition  to  Loew’s  ser- 
vice staff  . . . Virginia  Saunders  is  Allen 
Sparrow’s  new  secretary. 

Littleton  Chappell,  engineer  at  the  Na- 
tional for  a number  of  years,  died  sud- 
denly . . . Ben  Caplon,  Columbia  sales- 
man, was  a visitor  . . . Peggy  Churchill, 
stenographer  at  Neighborhood  Theatres 
home  office,  visited  Charlottesville  . . . 
Ernest  Ewing,  usher  at  the  Capitol,  is  back 
at  work  after  being  out  with  a sprained 
ankle  sustained  while  playing  football. 
Ellis  Baker  filled  in  for  him  . . . Mrs. 
Robert  Coulter,  wife  of  the  Byrd  manager, 
has  been  sick  . . . Harry  Jarvis,  Colonial 
operator,  went  up  to  Washington  to  see  the 
Redskins  play. 

Floyd  Stawls,  manager  of  the  Carillon, 
has  been  giving  free  flights  to  his  friends 
on  Sunday  mornings  at  the  Central  Air- 
port . . . Jerry  Murphy,  20th  Century-Fox 
salesman,  was  in  town  calling  on  accounts 
. . . Harley  Davidson,  Paramount  salesman, 
was  here  also  . . . Buster  Reid,  for  a num- 
ber of  years  connected  with  the  Byrd 
Theatre,  has  resigned  to  take  a laundry 
route  . . . Charlie  Somma  is  in  New  York 
for  a few  days.  He  had  just  returned  from 
conventioning  in  New  York  and  Chicago 
. . . Ray  Kefauver  is  now  a member  of  the 
Park  staff. 


(Continued  from  page  37) 

Smith  hour  over  the  usual  CBS  national 
hookup.  Linda  Darnell,  also  of  the  film 
cast,  also  appeared  on  the  same  etherized 
show  . . . Neil  F.  Agnew  on  a quickie  trip 
to  Chicago  . . . Bob  Gillham  has  returned 
from  that  visit  to  the  Fleischer  studio  in 
Miami. 

Edward  A.  Sargoy  and  Joseph  L.  Stein, 
both  of  them  counsel  for  the  majors  at  the 
Copyright  Protection  Bureau,  the  other 
day  conducted  a symposium  at  the  Colum- 
bia University  School  of  Law  on  the  legal 
problems  involved  in  protecting  sound 
tracks  of  copyrighted  films  against  the 
possibilities  of  u7iauthorized  re-recordings 
as  well  as  radio  and  television  broadcast- 
ing. They  had  been  invited  to  the  Seminar 
on  Legal  Problems  by  Professors  Richard 
R.  Powell  and  Francis  Deak  of  the  law  fac- 
ulty who  participated  in  the  discussions 
. . . Actively  functioning  on  the  heels  of 
its  very  recent  election  is  the  new  slate  of 
the  Cinema  Lodge,  B’nai  B’rith.  Arthur 
Israel  jr.  of  Paramount  is  presiderit.  His 
vice-presidents  include  Leo  Jaffee,  Colum- 
bia; Jack  Sichelman,  20th  Century-Fox; 
Abel  Vigard,  Warner;  Moe  Streimer,  UA; 
Irving  Greenfield,  M-G-M;  A.  R.  Stem- 
berg,  Loew’s  and  Adolph  Schimel,  Univer- 
sal. Treasurer  is  Max  B.  Blackman,  War- 
ner; while  Julius  Collins,  Ascap,  is  record- 
ing secretary.  The  advisory  council  em- 
braces Barney  Balaban,  Joseph  Bernhard. 
Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Harry  Brandt,  Jack 
Cohn,  Max  Fleischer,  Abe  Montague, 
Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  Abe  Schneider,  Sam 
Schneider,  Murray  Silverstone,  Nate  B. 
Spingold,  Herman  Starr,  Harry  M.  and  Al- 
bert L.  Warner  and  A.  S.  Weber. 

Joe  Vogel  has  made  a number  of  changes 
in  Loew  out-of-town  managerial  staffs. 
Brock  Whitlock,  who  has  been  assistant 
manager  of  Loew’s  Capitol  in  Washing- 
ton, is  now  managing  the  Columbia,  same 
city.  He  replaces  Frank  Taylor.  Theodore 
Teschner,  assistant  manager  of  Loew’s 
Stillman,  Cleveland,  has  taken  over  com- 
plete charge  of  the  theatre,  replacing 
Walter  Caldwell  . . . Phil  Engel,  eastern 
exploiteer  for  Warner,  is  on  a 10-day 
trip  to  New  England  and  upper  New  York 
state  . . . All  of  the  local  exchanges  and 
some  of  the  circuits  will  hold  their  annual 
Christmas  parties  the  day  before  the  big 
day. 


Toy  Matinees  December  19 
At  Five  Lust  Theatres 

Baltimore— Toy  matinees  will  be  held 
December  19  at  Sidney  Lust’s  five  Mary- 
land theatres  in  cooperation  with  civic 
groups  in  the  communities  involved.  Ad- 
mission to  the  two-hour  program  of  car- 
toons and  comedies  lined  up  for  the  occa- 
sion, will  be  a toy,  an  article  of  clothing 
or  some  foodstuff.  The  “take”  will  be  dis- 
tributed on  Xmas  morning  to  under- 
privileged children  of  Prince  Georges  and 
Montgomery  counties. 

The  toy  matinees  will  be  held  at  the  fol- 
lowing Lust  theatres:  Bethesda,  Bethesda; 
Hyattsville,  Hyattsville;  Marlboro,  Upper 
Marlboro;  Cameo,  Mt.  Rainier,  and  the 
Milo,  Rockville. 


Up  From  the  Ranks 

New  York — Two  promotions  in  the 
ranks  of  Movietone  News  personnel  bring 
Jack  Darrock,  for  many  years  manager  on 
the  coast,  to  a supervisory  post  in  the  com- 
pany’s short  subjects  department.  Arthur 
De  Titta  moves  up  to  succeed  him. 


Gregory  Ratoff  is  in  town  from  the  coast 
and  has  been  hobnobbing  with  the  Lindy 
ess-and-fress  fraterriity  . . . Geyie  Ray- 
mond has  gone  hack  to  the  coast  after 
a two-week  siesta  here.  He  had  come  on 
to  join  his  wife,  Jeanette  MacDonald,  who 
has  been  making  a recital  tour  during 
which  she  sang  one  of  her  husband’s  com- 
positions . . . Howard  Dietz  acted  as  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies  at  a special  forum  on 
WMCA  Sunday  night  in  the  interests  of 
the  Star-Spangled  Ball  to  be  held  Decem- 
ber 20  at  the  Astor  . . . Howard  Emmet 
Rogers’  original  unpublished  story,  "Big 
Time  Act”  has  been  acquired  by  M-G-M 
. . . Reports  are  still  current  Haskell  Mas- 
ter, UA  Canadian  division  head,  will  short- 
ly assume  a domestic  post  in  the  organ- 
ization . . . Mervin  Houser  of  Paramount’s 
coast  publicity  department  has  been  as- 
signed  to  the  Max  Fleischer  staff  in  Miami. 
He  will  take  over  his  7iew  duties  the  first 
of  the  year. 

Barret  McCormick  plans  to  head  for  the 
RKO  studios  shortly  after  the  first  of  the 
year.  He  says  he’s  a month  overdue  now 
. . . Pete  Harrison  delayed  his  departure 
to  Miami  until  Saturday  because,  he  ex- 
plains, A1  Steffes,  who  arranged  the  joint 
vacation,  was  delayed  five  days  in  De- 
troit . . . Herbert  J.  Yates  has  returned 
from  a coast  trip  . . . Allan  Dwan,  visit- 
ing from  the  coast,  hopes  to  return  west 
next  week  . . . Among  Paramount  partners 
in  town  during  the  week  were  John  J. 
Fi’iedl,  from  Minneapolis;  J.  J.  Fitzgib- 
bons,  from  Toronto,  and  Nate  Goldstein, 
from  Boston  . . . Harry  Rathner  is  back 
after  an  extensive  stay  on  the  coast.  He 
made  a number  of  stopovers  on  the  way 
back  . . . Jimmy  Sileo  is  back  from 
Mexico  where  he  made  color  shots  for  the 
Music  Hall’s  use  as  stage  backgrounds  . . . 
Bill  German  has  returned  from  Hollywood 
after  being  away  for  about  a month. 

It  was  quite  a wedduig  receptio7i  RKO 
gave  for  Desi  Ar7iaz  and  Lucille  Ball  at 
Ha7npshire  House’s  Ho7ieymoo7i  Cottage 
Wed7iesday  after7ioon  with  represe7itatives 
of  the  fourth  estate  the  prmcipal  guests. 
A weddmg  cake  was  sliced  to  the  sweet 
7nusic  of  an  accordionist  with  Arnaz  rush- 
hig  out  after  the  cere7nony  to  the  Roxy 
where  he  had  been  appearing  for  three 
weeks  on  the  stage.  The  couple  left  by 
plane  Thursday  for  the  coast.  Amo7ig  those 
who  gathered  m the  cottage  were  Ned  E. 
Depmet,  Barret  McCormick,  Rutgers  Neil- 
so7i,  Irving  Shiffrin,  Paul  Ash,  Jesse  Kaye, 
Homer  Har77io7i,  Isabelle  Austm,  Willia7i 
BoeJmel,  Wilso7i  Brow7i.  Rod7iey  Butter- 
worth,  Susa7i  Ba~de7i,  Ken  McCaleb,  Har- 
old Cleme7iko,  Harold  Corbm,  James  Du- 
gan, Pearl  Fmley,  John  Fra7ichey,  Joh7i 
Farmer,  Dan  Greenhouse,  Lester  Grady, 
Alice  Hughes,  Harold  He7idee,  May  Kelly, 
Peter  Calischer,  Arthur  Levy,  Elizabeth 
Lockwood,  Llewellyn  Miller,  Gregor  Dun- 
can, Wade  Nichols,  Sam  Nelson,  Jack 
Pegler,  Charles  Nicholls,  Marion  Robert- 
son,  Arthur  Willi,  Larry  Reid,  Al  Smd- 
linger,  Jesse  Zunser,  Alice  Tho7npso7i, 
Thyra  Samter  Wmslow,  and  a host  of 
others. 


Reduce  Your  Siiprex  and  Higrli  Intensity 

CARBON  WASTE 

25%  with  the  Cross  Carbon  Saving:  Device 
Write  for  Booklet  and  Trial 

CROSS  MACHINE  SHOP 

2918  Pennsylvania  Ave.  DETROIT,  MICH. 
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Passes  "Nazi  Spy"  With 
A Change  of  Title 


THE  Showmen’s  Club  is  sponsoring  the 
collection  of  old  clothes  for  Philadel- 
phia’s needy  this  Christmas  season.  The 
public  is  being  invited  through  the  news- 
papers to  bring  old  clothes,  properly 
wrapped,  to  neighborhood  theati’es,  where 
Horlacher’s  trucks  will  pick  them  up  and 
deliver  them  to  the  club’s  headquarters 
. . . The  Showmen  are  busy  at  the  same 
time  readying  for  a four-star  New  Year’s 
Eve  party.  Accommodations  are  limited  to 
200  persons,  at  $3,50  per.  Dave  Starkman 
is  ticket  maestro. 

Metro  Premiums  are  reported  preparing 
to  move  to  the  building  formerly  occupied 
by  Daytz  Brothers  . . . Walt  Disney’s  men, 
in  town  looking  over  spots  for  “Fantasia,” 
were  reported  undecided  between  the  Er- 
langer  and  the  Locust  . . . Ralph  Jordan 
has  severed  connections  with  National 
Penn  Printing  . . . Mike  Lessey,  Diamond, 
is  negotiating  to  lease  his  house  to  War- 
ner,  according  to  talk  on  the  street  . . . 
William  C.  Hunt’s  Rockland,  it’s  reported, 
may  also  change  hands. 

George  P.  Aarons  went  off  to  Ohio  on 
business  . . . Fays  Theatre  is  getting  a big 
response  to  its  “Dollars  to  Doughnuts” 
quiz  program,  broadcast  from  the  stage 
every  Friday  . . . The  long-negotiated  deal 
between  a group  headed  by  Jay  Emanual 
to  take  over  the  Carman  from  George 
Graves  is  reported  foundering  again  . . . 
Dave  Rosen,  Clark,  celebrated  a birthday 
on  the  9th  . . . Florence  E.  Rose,  who  gen- 
eral-manages  the  Majestic  and  Criterion, 
Bridgeton,  N.  J.,  marks  one  on  the  14th. 

J.  F.  O’Donnell,  Moyiogram  auditor,  ivas 
in  town  for  a spot  of  work  at  the  local 
exchange  . . . Johnny  Roberts,  Comerford 
booker,  Scranton,  and  his  wife  are  slowly 
recovering  from  the  auto  accident  of  a few 
weeks  ago  . . . Joe  Conway,  Egyptian,  is 
reported  having  an  eye  out  for  another 


AID  Report  Shows 
Deals  Holding  Line 


Philadelphia — Allied  States  Ass’n  Friday 
issued  the  second  Allied  Information  De- 
partment (AID)  report,  concerning  sales 
policies  and  the  present  buying  status. 

Highlights  of  the  16-page  report: 

Six  per  cent  of  the  exhibitors  reporting 
haven’t  signed  any  1940-41  contracts. 
Among  all  exhibitors,  nearly  one-third  of 
the  product  required  to  operate  their  thea- 
tres for  the  balance  of  the  sales  year, 
hasn’t  been  contracted  for  as  yet. 

The  new  lineup  of  companies  in  the 
total  number  of  contracts  sold,  places  Fox 
first  and  the  rest  in  this  order:  Vitagraph, 
RKO,  Paramount,  Metro,  Universal,  Co- 
lumbia, UA,  Republic,  Monogram. 

The  vast  majority  of  exhibitors  are  clos- 
ing flat  rental  and  guarantee  deals  for  the 
same  or  less  money  than  last  year.  With- 
out exception,  exhibitors  in  organized  ter- 
ritories paid  lower  percentage  than  in  non- 
organized  territories. 

Of  the  pictures  sold  nationally,  12  per 
cent  were  on  percentage  and  88  per  cent 
on  flat  rental  basis.  Forty-two  per  cent  of 
the  contracts  were  all  flat,  58  per  cent 
called  for  some  percentage  pictures. 

Deviations  from  announced  sales  policies 
were  most  marked  in  Universal,  least  in 


house  to  add  to  his  operations  . . . Milt 
Young,  Warner  publicity  wizard,  is  at  home 
trying  to  use  his  persuasiveness  to  make 
the  grippe  go  away  . . . Florence  Averell, 
Bob  Lynch’s  secretary,  asks  you  to  pardon 
her  southeryi  accent.  She  still  hasn’t  got 
over  her  recent  trip  to  Washington  and 
Virginia  . . . Dot  Burrison,  her  fellow 
Metroite,  is  taking  a first  aid  course  under 
Red  Cross  teachers  as  part  of  the  pre- 
paredness program.  She  can  now  bandage 
a fractured  wrist  blindfolded. 

Film  Exchange  Employes  Union  balloted 
for  new  officers  Friday  night  at  the  Broad- 
wood.  Harry  Appell  was  judge  of  elections: 
May  Smith  and  Mrs.  Ella  Rue,  tellers,  and 
Florence  Kornblatt  and  Thomas  Loftus, 
alternates. 

Among  out-of-towners  seen  in  and  out 
of  exchanges  this  week  were  Si  Venus,  Ly- 
ric, Throop;  John  Budjnaski,  Buttonwood, 
Wilkes  Barre;  George  Reister,  Capitol, 
Shamokin;  Vic  Austin,  Grand,  East 
Stroudsburg ; Bill  Bayher,  Park,  Lehighton; 
Pete  Magazzu  of  the  up-state  Magazzu 
circuit;  Jimmy  Humphries,  Palace,  Lans- 
ford;  I.  M.  Zimmerman,  Roxy,  Nesque- 
honing;  Doc  Weller.  Band  Box,  Troy,  and 
Frank  Peppe,  Roosevelt,  Forty  Fort. 

Vitagraph  Exchangeites  will  celebrate 
Christmas  at  a party  in  the  Broadwood, 
December  20  . . . Haddon  Matthews,  69th 
St.  Theatre,  is  studying  leatherworking  . . . 
Peggy  Heller,  Oxford,  is  going  around  with 
a fellow  in  a navy  lieutenant’s  uniform 
. . . Joe  Katz,  Imperial  projectionist,  is  a 
veteran  blood  donor  . . . Teams  in  the 
Warner  Club’s  bowling  league  are  named 
after  Warner  male  stars,  and  the  standings 
to  date  list  the  teams  in  this  order:  Bo- 
gart’s, Cagney’s,  Garfield’s,  Robinson’s, 
O’Brien’s,  Raft’s,  Flynn’s  and  Brent’s  , . . 
Mark  Rubinsky’s  Star  Theatre,  in  Mc- 
Clure, Pa.,  was  badly  damaged  by  fire. 


Ruling  May  Result  in 
Comeback  by  Games 


Philadelphia — Games  which  have  been 
under  ban  here  for  about  a year,  may 
come  back  in  modified  form  through  a rul- 
ing by  Judge  Howard  A.  Davis  of  common 
pleas  court. 

He  ordered  police  to  return  equipment 
seized  from  Charles  Goldfine,  Alden,  and 
David  Molivar,  Viola,  in  an  amicable  test 
of  the  legality  of  the  games,  and  ruled 
that  Goldfine’s  “Cash  Quiz”  and  Molivar’s 
“Zingo”  are  games  of  skill,  not  lotteries. 

Assistant  City  Solicitor  James  F.  Ryan, 
who  urged  a ban  on  the  games,  defeated 
his  own  argument  by  playing  them  in  the 
courtroom  with  other  court  aides  and 
newspaper  reporters,  and  being  the  only 
one  to  win.  That  proved,  the  judge  said, 
that  it  was  skill  that  counted,  and  nothing 
else. 

“The  element  of  chance,  present  in  the 
cases  heretofore  decided  by  our  courts,  does 
not  appear  in  the  cases  now  before  us  for 
consideration,”  Judge  Davis’  ruling  held. 


Metro.  Metro  permitted  the  greatest  can- 
cellation privileges,  UA  the  least. 

Shorts,  the  report  revealed,  still  are  be- 
ing forced — the  degree  varying  in  the  order 
listed:  20th-Fox,  RKO,  M-G-M,  Vita- 
graph, Universal,  Paramount,  Columbia. 


New  York  — “Confessions  of  a Nazi 
Spy”  has  been  passed  by  the  Argentine 
censors,  according  to  Warner,  and  it  will 
open  December  18  at  the  Broadway  in 
Buenos  Aires  under  the  title  of  “Confes- 
sions of  a Secret  Agent.” 


Seventh  in  Color 

Hollywood — Its  decision  to  film  “Belle 
Starr”  in  Technicolor  brings  the  total  num- 
ber of  20th-Fox  films  to  be  made  in  color 
for  the  1940-41  season  to  seven.  The  pic- 
ture rolls  in  January  with  Kenneth  Mac- 
gowan  producing. 


UA  Shift  in  Orient 

New  York — Alfred  Katz,  for  many  years 
manger  for  M-G-M  in  Poland,  has  suc- 
ceeded Joe  Goltz  as  UA  general  manager 
in  Japan.  Goltz  has  been  switched  to 
China,  replacing  Norman  Westwood,  re- 
signed, with  headquarters  at  Shanghai. 


IIBI  lU  IF  IF  A IL  O 

•pHE  first  annual  Fall  Dance  of  the  Shea 

Service  Employes  Benevolent  Associa- 
tion looked  like  an  exhibitors  convention. 
Among  the  better  known  managers  of  Buf- 
falo were  Bob  Dame,  Niagara;  Bob  Dem- 
ming,  Elmwood:  Bill  Brett,  Buffalo,  and 
Carl  Rindcen,  Kenmore.  Other  theatre 
representatives  were  Art  Boldt,  assistant 
manager  of  Great  Lakes;  Gene  Murphy, 
Chuck  McKernan,  treasurer;  Edith 
Maurer,  office;  Henry  Freucht  and  wife; 
Joe  Freucht  and  wife,  and  Norm  Freeman, 
Hippodrome  junior  executive  . . . The  oper- 
ators union  was  represented  by  Tommy 
Sacher,  George  O’Brien,  Cecil  Franklin  and 
their  wives  . . . Danny  Gill,  head  of  local 
stagehands  and  Bert  Lapetina,  member  of 
Musicians  Local  board  of  directors,  also 
seen  taking  part  in  the  merriment  . . . 
Mat  Murret,  president,  and  George  C. 
Maurer,  vice-president  of  S.  S.  E.  B.  A., 
were  the  recipients  of  many  compliments 
on  the  social  success  of  the  affair  . . . 
Through  the  cooperation  of  Vincent  R. 
McFaul  and  Bill  Brett,  an  hour’s  show  was 
presented  on  the  dance  floor  at  midnight 
em-ceed  by  Gene  Krupa.  Music  was  fur- 
nished by  Americo  Bono  and  members  of 
the  Shea’s  Buffalo  pit  band. 

This  Saturday  is  the  date  for  the  Annual 
Toy  Fund  Benefit  Show  of  the  Courier- 
Express  at  George  Mason’s  Shea’s  Great 
Lakes.  Listed  on  the  board  of  chairmen 
are  Dan  Gill,  stagehands;  Ray  Caldwell, 
musicians  local;  Bert  Ryde,  operators  local; 
Vince  McFaul,  Shea  Theatres,  and  Don 
Tranter  of  the  Courier. 

Bob  Dame  and  Bob  Sherk  attended  the 
breakfast  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  last 
Sunday  ayem  . . . Jimmy  O’Shea  is  carry- 
ing one  of  his  fingers  in  a sling.  Third 
Finger,  Left  Hand,  to  be  exact  and  that 
isn’t  a plug  for  the  current  M-G-M  pic- 
ture being  exploited  by  Jim’s  father,  Ted 
. . . Stan  Mittlefehldt,  Shea  service  man- 
ager, has  completed  training  another  group 
of  embryo  ushers  for  the  various  theatres 
of  that  organization  . . . Clyde  McCoy  is 
the  next  name  band  to  appear  at  the  Buf- 
falo . . . Woody  Herman  is  holding  his  own 
at  the  20th  Century. 

Norb  Scheu,  ex-junior  executive  of  the 
20th  Century,  is  now  taking  part  in  the 
National  Defense  Project  . . . John  Mag- 
ner,  energetic  assistant  manager  of  Shea’s 
Hippodrome  is  out  of  the  hospital  after  an 
eye  operation,  according  to  Nelson  Martin, 
Kensington  manager. 
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PRODUCTION  CENTER 


NEWS 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Setting  Up  Machinery 
For  Awards  Banquet 


Although  the  awards  banquet  itself  is 
nearly  three  months  away,  the  Academy 
of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  is  al- 
ready setting  machinery  in  motion  to  ar- 
range for  the  affair,  always  one  of  the 
high  spots  in  Hollywood’s  social  and  intra- 
industry season. 

First  meeting  of  the  awards  committee 
is  scheduled  for  next  week,  at  which  a defi- 
nite date  for  the  banquet  will  be  set.  Al- 
ready, however,  a number  of  appointments 
have  been  made  to  consider  rules  for  the 
various  technical  awards  and  to  recom- 
mend the  procedure  to  be  followed.  The 
Screen  Actors,  Screen  Directors  and  Screen 
Writers  Guilds  have  named  representa- 
tives to  the  awards  committee,  including: 

SAG — Noel  Madison,  Dorothy  Tree  and 
Paul  Harvey;  SDG — George  Stevens,  Mer- 
vyn  LeRoy  and  Sam  Wood,  with  Ernst 
Lubitsch,  Lesley  Selander  and  Henry 
Hathaway  as  alternates;  SWG — Charles 
Brackett,  Jane  Murfin  and  Allen  Scott, 
with  Talbot  Jennings,  Richard  Macaulay 
and  Frank  Partos  as  alternates. 

John  Aalberg  is  chairman  of  the  sound 
recording  awards  committee;  Jack  Otter  son 
heads  the  art  direction  awards  group;  Ray 
Wilkinson  is  chairman  of  the  cinematog- 
raphic awards  committee,  and  Farciot 
Edouart  heads  the  special  effects  awards 
committee. 

Meantime  members  of  the  producers 
association  met  to  hear  John  Hay  Whit- 
ney, head  of  the  motion  picture  division 
of  the  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller  coordinating 
committee  to  further  friendly  relationships 
between  the  U.  S.  and  Latin  America,  dis- 
cuss the  government’s  policy  concerning  its 
southern  neighbors.  Walter  Wanger, 
Frank  Capra  and  David  O.  Selznick  were 
appointed  to  arrange  for  industry  coopera- 
tion with  Whitney’s  group,  for  which  they 
will  plan  a national  campaign  to  bring 
about  closer  hemispheric  relations.  Sit- 
ting in  on  the  meeting,  also,  were  repre- 
sentatives of  the  SAG,  SDG  and  SWG. 


Seventh  in  Color 

Its  decision  to  film  “Belle  Starr”  in 
Technicolor  brings  the  total  number  of 
20th-Pox  films  to  be  made  in  color  for  the 
1940-41  season  to  seven.  The  picture  rolls 
in  January  with  Kenneth  Macgowan  pro- 
ducing. 


"Dr.  Jekyll"  With  Tracy 

Metro  will  remake  “Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr. 
Hyde”  with  Spencer  Tracy  in  the  starring 
role.  John  Lee  Mahin  has  been  assigned 
to  the  script. 


Mexican  Government  Will 
Cooperate  on  'Underdogs' 

Having  obtained  assurances  of  Mex- 
ican government  cooperation.  Director  Nor- 
man Foster  has  announced  formation  of  a 
new  independent  unit  to  film,  in  Mexico,  a 
story  property  entitled  “The  Underdogs,” 
by  Mariano  Azeulo.  Two  top  stars  will 
carry  the  leads,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
cast  to  be  Mexican.  Dorothy  Parker  and 
Alan  Campbell  are  scripting.  Foster,  the 
writers  and  the  American  actors  will  work 
on  a profit-sharing  basis  for  an  as  yet  un- 
announced release. 

Cathedral  Pictures  has  turned  out  three 
of  its  proposed  24  20-minute  religious  sub- 
jects for  screening  in  churches  throughout 
the  country,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment by  the  Rev.  James  K.  Friedrich,  who 
heads  the  unit.  Subjects  are  being 
scripted  by  Jack  Natteford.  Completed  are 
“A  Certain  Nobleman,”  “The  Prodigal  Son” 
and  “A  Child  of  Bethlehem.” 

A December  16  starting  date  has  been 
affixed  to  “The  Devil  and  Miss  Jones,” 
starring  Jean  Arthur,  which  Frank  Ross 
and  Norman  Krasna  will  produce  inde- 
pendently for  RKO  Radio  release.  For 
Universal  distribution,  Frank  Lloyd  will 
begin  camera  work  in  January  on  “The 
Lady  From  Cheyenne.” 


Warner  Suspends  Lynn 
For  Refusing  a Role 

For  his  refusal  to  accept  a role  in  “Jinx 
Woman”  opposite  Brenda  Marshall,  Jef- 
frey Lynn  has  been  placed  on  the  sus- 
pended list  at  Warner.  Studio  attaches 
declared  the  picture  would  roll  on  sched- 
ule with  another  actor  replacing  Lynn,  as- 
serting the  suspended  player  had  expressed 
dissatisfaction  with  the  part. 

Hal  Roach  jr.  has  been  named  casting 
director  for  the  Roach  studios,  moving 
over  from  his  previous  post  as  a produc- 
tion aide  and  director.  He  replaces  Har- 
vey Foster,  who  has  taken  over  the  spot 
of  assistant  to  Director  Gordon  Douglas  on 
“Broadway  Limited,”  next  film  to  be  made 
on  the  lot. 

Succeeding  Ira  Uhr,  resigned,  Paul 
Sparks  takes  over  as  casting  director  for 
Columbia.  He  had  been  Uhr’s  assistant. 
Uhr,  who  held  the  post  for  two  years,  will 
make  an  agency  affiliation. 

William  Perlberg  has  reported  to  20th 
Century-Fox  to  begin  his  new  duties  as 
associate  producer  for  the  studio,  moving 
over  from  Columbia.  No  assignment  has 
been  given  him  as  yet. 


Make  "Improper  Relations"  . 

Twentieth-Fox  will  make  “Improper  Re- 
lations,” from  an  original  by  Victor  Heer- 
man  and  Sarah  Y.  Mason.  Fred  Kohlmar 
will  produce. 


Universal  Product 
Parleys  Shortly 


Expected  in  at  Universal  shortly  to  be- 
gin conferences  outlining  product  plans 
for  1941-42  are  William  Scully,  general 
sales  manager;  Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  for- 
eign sales  head,  and  J.  Cheever  Cowdin, 
chairman  of  the  board.  Parleys  are 
scheduled  with  President  Nate  Blumberg, 
who  arrived  from  New  York  last  week,  and 
Cliff  Work  and  Matty  Pox,  studio  execu- 
tives. The  visitors  will  stay  a probable 
two  weeks. 

Terminating  their  RKO  Radio  studio 
conferences.  President  George  Schaefer 
and  Peter  V.  Rathvon  and  John  E.  Par- 
sons, members  of  the  board,  have  returned 
east,  accompanied  by  Phil  Reisman.  for- 
eign sales  chief;  Daniel  Greenhouse,  gen- 
eral manager  in  the  Philippines;  Reginald 
Armour,  European  manager,  and  Fred 
Meyers,  assistant  to  John  O’Connor,  head 
of  RKO  Theatres.  Executives  conferred 
with  Harry  Edington,  Lee  Marcus  and  J. 
J.  Nolan  on  current  and  future  product 
and  scanned  several  forthcoming  films,  in- 
cluding “Kitty  Foyle,”  “No,  No,  Nanette” 
and  “Citizen  Kane.” 

Report  From  England 

Bringing  with  him  the  information  that 
England  is  counting  upon  Hollywood  pro- 
ducers for  continued  important  contribu- 
tions to  the  maintenance  of  British  morale 
during  the  war,  David  E.  Rose,  Para- 
mount’s managing  director  of  production 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  has  arrived 
from  London.  He  reported  British  lead- 
ers are  keenly  aware  of  the  value  of  film 
entertainment  and  view  Hollywood  films 
as  tending  to  promote  Anglo-American  re- 
lations. Here  for  conferences  on  the  war 
question  with  company  officials.  Rose  de- 
clared he  will  return  to  London  in  “a 
month  or  so.”  One  of  his  first  activities 
was  to  lunch  with  representatives  of  Lon- 
don daily  newspapers  and  news  syndi- 
cates, giving  them  a first-hand  picture  of 
conditions  in  their  homeland. 

Herbert  J.  Yates,  Republic  board  chair- 
man, has  returned  to  New  York  after 
spending  three  weeks  here  in  conference 
with  M.  J.  Siegel,  the  company’s  produc- 
tion chief,  setting  up  picture-making  plans 
for  the  first  quarter  of  1941. 

C.  K.  Stearns,  assistant  treasurer  of 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  came  in  for  a week  of  con- 
ferences with  M-G-M  studio  executives. 

Norman  Moray,  Warner  short  subjects 
sales  manager,  is  hurrying  his  trip  east  to 
return  to  the  coast  January  10  for  further 
huddles  with  studio  officials  on  the  com- 
ing season’s  product. 


BOXOFFICE  December  14,  1940 


39 


r, — — 

It's  Apparently  a Career 




Press  Previews  Will 
Be  Solely  for  Press 


Once  an  actor,  always  an  actor. 

Of  the  players  in  Hollywood  today,  94.2 
per  cent  began  their  film  careers  before 
the  cameras,  not  behind  them. 

Some  87  per  cent  of  them  have  had 
previous  stage  experience. 

Only  1.9  per  cent  started  their  careers 
as  extras. 

These  are  some  of  the  salient  findings 
contained  in  a statistical  report,  exhaus- 
tively analyzing  motion  picture  Thespians, 
as  compiled  by  Dr.  Leo  C.  Rosten  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Research  Project  and 
turned  over  to  the  Screen  Actors  Guild. 

Dr.  Rosten  submitted  questionnaires  to 
309  of  the  SAG’S  “A”  players  to  determine 
whence  they  came,  who  gave  them  their 
breaks,  their  ages,  their  education,  how 
long  they  last  and  other  bits  of  informa- 
tion heretofore  never  correlated.  The 
analysis  is  but  a part  of  the  survey  Dr. 
Rosten  is  making  of  every  phase  of  the 
film  world,  which  will  be  published  in  book 
form  in  1941. 

Included  in  the  report  are  such  dis- 
coveries as: 

One  actor  in  every  ten  entered  the  in- 
dustry via  some  independent  producer; 
three-fourths  were  first  employed  by  one 
of  the  majors.  Paramount  and  M-G-M 


Premieres  Still  Hold 
Hollywood  Spoflighl 


still  holding  the  number  one  spot  on  the 
screen  publicists’  own  hit  parade  as  their 
favorite  diversion  is  the  exploitation  pre- 
miere by  which  various  new  pictures  are 
introduced  in  key  spots  throughout  the 
country.  The  stunt  has  been  enjoying  a 
particularly  active  workout  during  the  pre- 
holiday season,  with  the  month  of  De- 
cember booked  up  solid. 

The  past  week,  for  example,  has  seen 
RKO  Radio’s  “No,  No,  Nanette”  make  its 
debut  December  13  at  the  Boyd  in  Pitts- 
burgh, with  Producer-Director  Herbert 
Wilcox  and  Star  Anna  Neagle  scheduled  to 
be  among  those  attending.  Film  will  open 
its  regular  run  at  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  in  New  York  December  19. 

Closer  to  home.  Republic  arranged  for  a 
“Don  Barry  Day”  in  Redlands.  California, 
December  14,  with  Barry,  cowboy  player, 
as  the  guest  of  honor.  “Texas  Terror,”  his 
latest  starring  film,  was  shown  simul- 
taneously at  the  State  and  Fox  theatres, 
preceded  by  a picnic  for  3,000  children  and 
a street  parade.  Studio  contingent  at- 
tending, in  addition  to  Barry,  included: 
Maureen  O’Hara,  Lois  Ranson,  June  Storey, 
Noah  Beery  sr.,  the  Stroud  Twins,  William 
Famum,  Julie  Duncan,  Bob  Steele  and 
Luana  Walters. 

Warner  is  still  adding  attractions  to  its 
December  13-14-15  premiere  of  “Santa  Fe 
Trail”  in  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.  An  invitation 
to  attend  has  been  extended  Mexico’s  new 
president,  Avila  Camacho,  ex-President 
Lazaro  Cardenas  and  Josephus  Daniels, 
American  ambassador  to  that  country. 

Paramount  takes  over  December  17  when 
“Love  Thy  Neighbor”  makes  its  debut  at 
the  Paramount  Theatre  in  New  York.  Both 
Jack  Benny  and  Fred  Allen,  who  co- 
starred,  will  attend. 

On  December  27  RKO  Radio’s  “Kitty 


have  recruited  more  “A”  players  than  any 
other  two  studios;  one  in  ten  made  his 
debut  at  RKO  Radio  and  Warner;  three 
per  cent  received  their  first  jobs  at 
Columbia. 

Of  particular  interest  to  exhibitors  be- 
wailing radio  competition  is  the  revelation 
that,  during  the  past  three  years,  69.8  per 
cent  worked  solely  on  the  screen,  with  5.7 
per  cent  reporting  they  also  accepted  radio 
assignments. 

Other  findings; 

As  to  age,  15.8  per  cent  are  under  30; 
31  per  cent  are  between  30  and  40;  18  per 
cent,  40  to  50;  20.6  per  cent,  50  to  60;  12.2 
per  cent,  60  to  70;  and  2.2  per  cent  over 
70  years  old.  Women  are,  on  the  average, 
younger  than  the  men;  mediam  age  for 
actresses  is  34,  for  actors  46.  Of  the  men, 
14.7  have  been  in  Hollywood  20  years  or 
more,  whereas  4.5  of  the  women  can  claim 
such  a long  term  of  employment. 

Dr.  Rosten  also  delved  into  the  players’ 
family  lives  to  find  there  are  many  more 
single  actresses  than  actors;  while,  of  those 
married,  46  per  cent  reported  they  had 
one  or  more  children.  Educationally,  49.8 
per  cent  have  been  to  college;  21  per  cent 
had  four  or  more  years  of  college  work; 
2.8  per  cent  reported  they  had  only  grade- 
school  education. 


Foyle”  will  bow  at  the  Boyd  Theatre  in 
Pittsburgh.  Arrangements  are  now  being 
made  to  have  Ginger  Rogers  and  Dennis 
Morgan  attend,  as  well  as  Christopher 
Morley,  who  wrote  the  novel  from  which 
the  picture  was  made. 

Checking  out  for  the  “Love  Thy  Neigh- 
bor” premiere,  in  addition  to  Benny  him- 
self, were  Dennis  Day,  Eddie  Beloin,  Bill 
Morrow,  Harry  Baldwin,  Phil  Harris,  Mary 
Livingstone,  Mary  Kelley,  Murray  Bolen, 
Frank  Remele,  Charles  Bagby  and  Hil- 
liard Marks  of  Benny’s  radio  troupe;  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Don  Wilson,  and  Bob  Hussey, 
Paramount’s  director  of  radio  activities. 


Director  Mitchell  Leisen  is  back  at  Para- 
mount after  spending  a weekend  at  Palm 
Springs  conferring  with  Scripters  Charles 
Brackett  and  Billy  Wilder  on  “Hold  Back 
the  Dawn,”  Leisen’s  next  for  the  studio. 

* 

Jerry  Cady,  RKO  Radio  writer,  has  re- 
turned from  the  Circle  Z ranch  near 
Nogales,  where  he  completed  an  adapta- 
tion of  “Repent  at  Leisure.” 

* 

Marvin  Schenck  of  M-G-M’s  eastern  of- 
fice has  trained  for  New  York  after  ten 
days  of  studio  conferences  . . . Alfred 
Hitchcock  has  flown  to  Atlanta  to  par- 
ticipate in  a British  War  Relief  benefit. 

★ 

Harry  Rathner,  president  of  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.,  has  returned  to  his  home 
offiee  after  three  months  in  Hollywood. 


Effective  December  15,  all  press  previews 
are  to  be  projected  solely  for  the  press. 

This  radical  alteration  in  the  preview 
system  was  disclosed  by  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man, president  of  the  producers  associa- 
tion, in  the  form  of  an  announcement  de- 
claring that  after  that  date,  press  pre- 
views will  be  held  in  studio  projection 
rooms  instead  of  theatres.  Thus  the  present 
system,  under  which  press  representatives 
are  often  forced  to  play  second  fiddle  to 
spectators  who  do  not  hold  Hays  cards  and 
are  in  no  way  connected  with  news  dis- 
semination, will  be  abandoned. 

Hays  office  spokesmen,  amplifying  on 
Freeman’s  statement,  asserted  the  ruling 
officially  affects  only  those  studios  and 
producers  who  are  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation. However,  they  pointed  out,  va- 
rious independents,  including  Monogram, 
Republic,  some  United  Artists  producers 
and  others  will  undoubtedly  pattern  their 
preview  systems  in  accordance.  UA  pro- 
ducers, in  fact,  are  association  members 
indirectly  through  UA  company  affiliation. 

It  was  indicated  studios  will  arrange  to 
have  several  showings  of  each  previewed 
picture  for  the  convenience  of  reviewers 
— from  two  to  four  during  the  day  and, 
perhaps,  evening  screenings  as  well;  al- 
though, as  yet,  no  official  advice  as  to  the 
procedure  to  be  adopted  has  been  forth- 
coming, and  different  systems  may  be  em- 
ployed at  each  studio. 

Notified  of  the  impending  change,  thea- 
tre officials  predicted  it  would  have  little, 
if  any,  effect  on  the  regular  previews 
scheduled  in  their  houses.  At  Fox  West 
Coast,  for  example,  in  which  theatres,  the 
bulk  of  Hollywood  press  previews  are 
shown,  a spokesman  predicted  studios  will 
continue  to  schedule  previews  as  hereto- 
fore— merely  removing  the  “press”  desig- 
nation— so  that  they  may  be  enabled  to 
gain  an  audience  reaction  to  their  new 
films.  It  was  also  pointed  out  at  FWC 
that  such  previews  are  definite  business 
builders,  lending  strong  revenue  support 
to  films  in  their  regular  runs. 


Producer  Sol  Wurtzel,  accompanied  by 
Lester  Ziffren,  scenarist,  has  left  on  a 
tour  of  Mexico,  Central  and  South  Amer- 
ica. They  will  return  early  in  March.  Sit- 
ting in  at  the  studio  for  Wurtzel  during 
his  absence  is  Clark  Andrews. 

* 

Recovered  from  a seven-week  illness, 
Leon  Schlesinger,  head  of  the  Schlesinger 
cartoon  plant,  has  returned  to  his  desk  . . . 
Scott  Dunlap  and  Paul  Malvern,  Mono- 
gram producers,  are  in  from  a duck-hunt- 
ing trip  which  took  them  to  Oregon. 

* 

Host  to  Hollywood  representatives  of 
London  daily  papers  and  news  syndicates 
was  David  E.  Rose,  chairman  and  man- 
aging director  of  Paramount  in  Great 
Britain,  shortly  after  his  arrival  from 
abroad.  Rose  discussed  film  industry  mat- 
ters and  topics  pertaining  to  England  as  a 
whole  and  of  personal  interest  to  the 
newsmen. 
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OLUMNS  JIMMIE  FIDLER; 

“I  doubt  if  any  town  in  history 
ever  had  as  many  carpers,  cry  babies, 
belly-achers  and  habitual  self-pitiers  as 
does  this  ‘gal  and  glittering’  city  of  Holly- 
wood.” 

The  kettle  calls  the  pot  black.  If  the 
competition  in  the  “carpers”  classification 
is  becoming  too  keen,  Jimmie,  you  can 
leave  any  time.  And  don’t  go  away  think- 
ing you’ll  be  missed. 

According  to  a Paramount  headline, 
‘‘New  Type  of  Movie  Ice  May  Revolution- 
ize Commercial  Ice  Business.” 

Which  is  only  retributive,  inasmuch  as 
ice  from  audiences  has  been  revolutioniz- 
ing— or  should  have  been — the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  for  years. 

Now  that  Universal's  "Trail  of  the  Vigi- 
lantes" has  established  Franchot  Tone  as  a 
rootin',  tootin',  shootin'  son  of  the  saddle,  and 
Robert  Taylor  has  the  title  role  in  "Billy,  the 
Kid,"  anything  can  happen.  Why  not  a 
series  of  westerns: 

"Baby  Sandy  Rides  Again." 

"Baby  Sandy,  the  Kid." 

"Baby  Sandy,  the  Kid,  Returns." 

Edward  H.  Griffith’s  Technicolor  pro- 
duction at  Paramount  has  vacillated  be- 
tween the  titles  “Virginia”  and  “The 
Southerner”  so  often  and  with  such  rapid- 
ity that  it  has  the  reporters  and  the  read- 
ing public  dizzy.  All  one  can  be  sure  of 
is  the  fact  that  it  apparently  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  life  below  the  Mason  and 
Dixon  line. 


Shortage  of  horses  in  and  around  Santa 
Fe,  N.  M.,  compelled  Warner  to  ship  50 
head  from  Hollywood  to  that  city  in  order 
to  hold  the  parade  scheduled  for  the  open- 
ing day  of  the  “Santa  Fe  Trail  Days”  cele- 
bration. 

Why  didn’t  they  send  two  more  press 
agents?  The  effect  ivould  have  been  the 
same. 

In  view  of  the  fate  of  "The  Villain  Still 
Pursued  Her,"  the  Harold  B.  Franklin  produc- 
tion for  RKO  Radio  release,  doubt  may  be 
expressed  concerning  the  wisdom  of  Loew- 
Lewin's  plan  to  remake  "East  Lynne."  If 
they  could  arrange  to  star  their  nimble  pub- 
licity representative,  Russell  Birdwell,  the 
opus  might  get  by — but  strictly  as  comedy. 

Best  two  Hedda  Hopper  columns  since 
the  actress  expanded  her  activities  and 
became  a commentator  on  matters  cine- 


matic were  of  the  “guest”  variety,  having 
been  supplied  by  Mark  Hellinger  and 
Nunnally  Johnson. 

Maybe  Hedda  had  better  stay  in  New 
York  and  arrange  a permanent  schedule  of 
guest  icriters. 

Ballyhoodlums:  Quietly  and  without 
fanfare,  RKO’s  chief  blurber.  Perry  Lie- 
ber,  having  finally  been  given  some  money 
with  which  to  operate,  has  built  one  of 
the  most  effective  studio  publicity  depart- 
ments in  Hollywood,  through  the  simple 
expedient  of  adding  to  his  staff  tried  and 
true  workmen  who  seem  to  know  the  dif- 
ference between  fan  and  trade  news.  Of 
these,  Phil  Gersdorf,  a highly  competent 
oldtimer,  is  an  outstanding  example  . . . 
Encouraging  to  those  in  the  publicity  end 
of  the  motion  picture  business  should  be 
the  announcement  that  Bill  Pine  and  Bill 
Thomas  have  incorporated  Picture  Corp.  of 
America  to  make  three  pictures  for  re- 
lease through  Paramount.  Both  Pine  and 
Thomas  were,  at  different  times,  heads  of 
the  Paramount  studio  publicity  depart- 
ment, and  both  have  had  enough  training 
above  their  public  relations  experience  to 
indicate  that  promising  results  may  be 
expected  from  their  new  joint  venture. 
Pine,  of  course,  has  learned  the  picture- 
making art  as  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  associate: 
while  Thomas  was,  until  recently,  a Para- 
mount associate  producer  under  Harold 
Hurley — also,  parenthetically,  a former 
publicity  director — and,  later,  a successful 
writer  on  the  RKO  Radio  lot.  Their  com- 
bined knowledge  of  the  industry  should 
manifest  itself  in  a successful  new  under- 
taking. 


Clowns,  Circuses,  Cactus,  Cirees 


For  the  second  consecutive  week,  Metro 
dominated  the  preview  situation,  inas- 
much as  the  Marx  Brothers  starrer,  “Go 
West,”  in  competition  with  only  one  other 
offering  for  important-bracket  honors,  was 
generally  conceded  to  be  the  best  of  a 
nine-feature  field.  Apparently  a long  ab- 
sence from  the  cameras  has  done  little  to 
dim  or  change  that  particular  variety  of 
humor  peculiar  to  the  Marxes.  Characteris- 
tically fast,  broad  and  gag-infested  is  the 
script,  an  original  screenplay  by  Irving 
Brecher,  which  burlesques  the  standard 
western  and  contains  just  enough  plot 
structure  to  identify  it  as  such.  The  musi- 
cal interludes,  however,  add  little  to  the 
general  ensemble  and  can  be  classified  as 
purely  incidental.  Director  Edward  Buz- 
zell,  who  undoubtedly  had  his  hands  full 
trying  to  curb  the  Marx  brand  of  clown- 
ing, succeeded  excellently,  and  Producer 
Jack  Cummings  provided  every  necessary 
ingredient  for  a profitable  undertaking. 

The  second  picture  whose  budget  won  it 
a place  in  the  front  ranks  was  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox’s “Chad  Hanna,”  which  is  an  in- 
teresting, but  certainly  not  exciting  nor 
even  engrossing,  study  of  American  circus 
life  during  pre-Civil  War  days.  As  a mat- 
ter of  fact,  it  is  saved  from  definite 
mediocrity  only  by  three  factors — Techni- 
color photography,  an  impressive  cast  and 
Henry  King’s  sterling  direction.  King  and 
the  players  did  everything  possible  to  over- 
come the  obvious  handicap  of  Nunnally 
Johnson’s  weak  script,  an  adaptation  of 
Walter  D.  Edmonds’  Saturday  Evening 
Post  story,  “Red  Wheels  Rolling.”  Un- 
doubtedly Johnson,  who  also  functioned  as 
associate  producer,  did  a good  job  in  cap- 
turing the  required  sawdust  aura,  but  his 
writing  lacks  the  strong  purpose  and  plot 
which  could  logically  be  expected  when 


the  original  source  is  considered. 

* * * 

A wide  assortment,  as  to  both  types  and 
merits,  of  programmers — seven  in  total — 
included: 

Republic’s  “Behind  the  News,”  a fairly 
substantial  entry  with  a newspaper  back- 
ground, as  its  title  indicates.  There  is  evi- 
dence that  Dore  Schary  and  Allen  Rivkin, 
who  wrote  the  original,  and  Isabel  Dawn 
and  Boyce  DeGaw,  who  scripted,  borrowed 
rather  liberally  from  “The  Front  Page”  in 
developing  the  plot:  but,  nevertheless,  it  is 
capably  performed  and  has  been  injected 
with  sufficient  quantities  of  comedy  and 
drama  to  satisfy  average  audiences.  Joseph 
Santley  directed  in  standard  tempo  under 
Robert  North’s  production  guidance. 

In  “Play  Girl”  RKO  Radio  has  a bright- 
ly-written, ably  enacted  comedy  attaining 
entertainment  status  far  above  that  in- 
dicated by  budget  and  advance  ballyhoo. 
Kay  Francis,  starred  in  a comeback  at- 
tempt, is  somewhat  handicapped  in  an 
unsympathetic  role  but  wears  enough  gor- 
geous clothes  to  be  worth  the  admission 
price  for  the  ladies.  Frank  Woodruff  di- 
rected with  the  required  light  touch,  with 
Cliff  Reid  as  the  associate  producer.  Jerry 
Cady  draws  credit  for  both  original  and 
screenplay — a good  job  well  done  on  both 
counts. 

Swing  addicts  by  the  millions  who  have 
made  Bob  Crosby  and  his  Dixieland  music 
a top  jazz  aggregation,  should  be  com- 
pletely satisfied  with  the  orchestra  leader’s 
film  debut  in  RKO  Radio’s  “Let’s  Make 
Music.”  Nathanael  West’s  script,  with 
special  dialogue  by  Helen  Phillips  and  Ber- 
nard Dougall,  is  cunningly  tailored  to  pa- 
rade Crosby’s  talents:  the  vehicle  contains 
some  lively  music,  and  Bing’s  younger 
brother  exhibits  the  self-same  casual  ease 


before  the  cameras  as  does  the  veteran 
crooner  himself.  Howard  Benedict  turned 
in  a well-rounded  production  job  and  Les- 
lie Goodwins  acquitted  himself  ably  in  the 
director’s  seat. 

Much  credit  is  due  those  responsible  for 
“Trail  of  the  Vigilantes,”  Universal’s  en- 
try, if  the  film  is,  as  it  seems,  a deliberate 
attempt  to  burlesque  the  so-called  super- 
western. Winding  up  as  a cross  between 
a standard  sagebrusher  and  a Keystone 
comedy,  it  has  many  assets  regardless — 
action,  spectacle  and  laughs,  principally. 
Allan  Dwan  directed  with  assurance,  sup- 
plied with  a well-knit  script  by  Harold 
Shumate. 

Well  enacted,  but  lacking  the  required 
name  strength,  Warner’s  “Father  Is  a 
Prince”  comes  up  to  average  in  its  division. 
Robert  E.  Kent  scripted  from  a play  by 
Sophie  Kerr  Underwood  and  Anna  Rich- 
ardson. Noel  Smith  directed  for  Producer 
William  Jacobs. 

Likewise  moderately  entertaining  as 
family  fare  is  Columbia’s  “Five  Little  Pep- 
pers in  Trouble.”  Director  Charles  Barton 
worked  from  a script  by  Harry  Rebuas. 
Film  came  from  the  Irving  Briskin  produc- 
tion unit. 

tit 

To  be  considered  in  a class  by  itself  was 
Jed  Buell’s  initial  productional  effort  for 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.,  “Misbehaving 
Husbands.”  Obviously  Buell  stretched 
every  penny  of  a modest  budget  to  the 
limit  to  turn  out  a compact  little  domes- 
tic comedy,  well-equipped  to  do  able  ser- 
vice in  the  market  for  which  it  was  geared. 
An  acceptable  cast,  topped  by  Harry  Lang- 
don,  contributes  creditably.  Vernon  Smith 
and  Claire  Parrish  concocted  a broadly 
comical  script  from  Cea  Sabin’s  original. 
William  Beaudine  directed. 
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Miol  tyw  ood — 

— Personnetities 


Barnstormers 

Monogram 

JACKIE  MOKAN  and  a 15-piece  orchestra 
opened  p.  a.  engagement  in  Santa  Barbara,  Decem- 
ber 13,  Moran  directing  the  band  and  singing 
with  it. 

Paramount 

SU!SA>;NA  FOSTER,  singing  starlet,  appeared 
at  the  Los  Angeles  “Examiner’s”  annual  Christ- 
mas benefit  at  the  Shrine  Auditorium,  December 
t).  She  sang  “Kiss  Me  Again.” 

ALLAN  JONES  to  launch  concert  tour,  opening 
in  Shreveport,  La.,  January  18,  and  continuing  on 
a series  of  one-night  stands  through  February. 
Tour  is  being  worked  out  in  cooperation  with  the 
Federated  Music  Clubs  of  America. 


Blur her  s 

Columbia 

DAVID  LIPTON,  leaving  Universal,  where  he 
was  assistant  to  John  Joseph,  checks  in  for  a 
W'eek  to  make  contacts  before  leaving  for  New 
York.  January  1.  to  become  Columbia’s  advertis- 
ing-publicity director  in  the  east. 

Metro 

MILTON  WEISS  o(  the  New  York  publicity  staff 
has  cliecked  in  for  liis  annual  visit  to  the  studio. 

Paramount 

ART  POWELL  added  to  publicity  staff  as  a re- 
placement for  Ed  Cliurchill,  resigning  to  join  Terry 
De  Lapp  in  his  freelance  publicity-advertising  of- 
fice. 

Picture  Corp. 

ED  C’lirRCHILl.,  publicist  for  the  new  William 
Pine-William  Thomas  unit,  also  set  as  writer  and 
technical  advisor  on  “Power  Dive,”  the  company’s 
first  picture. 

Edward  Small 

MLRFIIY  MellENRY,  publicity-advertising  head, 
planed  to  San  Francisco  to  handle  advance  bally- 
hoo for  the  opening  of  “Convoy,”  British-made 
feature  starring  Clive  Brook,  December  11,  at  the 
Golden  Gate  Theatre.  Small  and  RKO  Radio 
jointly  own  American  distribution  rights. 


Brieiies 

Metro 

“Peace  on  Earth.”  the  one-reel  Technicolor  car- 
toon made  and  released  a year  ago,  is  to  be  re- 
released  during  the  current  holiday  season,  ac- 
cording to  Fred  Quimby,  head  of  the  cartoon  de- 
partment. The  cartoon  was  produced  by  Hugh 
Harman. 

Warner  Bros. 

“Wings  of  Steel.”  two-reel  Technicolor  prepared- 
ness short,  has  gone  before  the  cameras  with 
Breezy  Eason  directing,  Bill  Quinn  as  assistant  di- 
rector and  Will  Cline  photographing.  After  three 
days’  location  work  at  Ontario  the  unit  moves  to 
March  Field  in  Riverside.  Douglas  Kennedy,  Peter 
Ashley  and  George  Campau  are  featured.  Owen 
Crump  scripted. 

“Hunting  the  Hard  Way,”  a one-reeler  produced 
by  Errol  Flynn  and  Howard  Hill,  purchased  for 
distribution.  Hill  is  featured  in  the  subject,  which 
was  photographed  in  Arizona  and  depicts  the 
archer  roping  and  shooting  bear,  ocelot  and 
cougar  wdth  bow  and  arrow. 


Cleiiers 

Metro 

DAVID  SNELL  doing  musical  score  for  “Billy 
the  Kid.” 

Paramount 

TOMMY  DORSEY  and  orchestra  begin  pre-re- 
cording tunes  for  “Las  Vegas  Nights.”  ARTHUR 
rR.\NKlAN  is  scoring. 


Meggers 

Columbia 

ALFRED  E.  GREEN  to  pilot  “Senate  Page 
Boys,”  a Charles  R.  Rogers  production  being 


scripted  by  Lewis  Meltzer. 

STUART  HEISLER,  borrowed  from  Paramount, 
to  direct  “Vigilantes,”  a William  Plolden  starrer 
with  Sam  Bischoff  producing. 

ALFRED  ZEISSLER  and  I.EE  GARMES  to  co- 
direct “Mad  Dog  of  Europe,”  the  Al  Rosen  pro- 
duction. It  rolls  January  IG. 

ALEXANDER  HALL  to  pilot  "Bedtime  Story” 
for  Producer  B.  P.  Schulberg. 

Metro 

GOTTFRIED  REINHARDT  named  associate 
producer  on  “Rage  in  Heaven,”  co-starring  Robert 
Montgomery  and  Ingrid  Bergman,  with  Robert 
Sinclair  directing. 

Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

WILLIAM  NIGH  piloting  “Secret  Evidence"  for 
Producer  E.  B.  Derr. 

Republic 

ERLE  KENTON  to  direct  “Petticoat  Politics,” 
next  in  the  “Higgins  Family”  series.  Robert 
North  produces. 

Robert  Sherwood 

(GORDON  GRIFFITH,  production  manager  on 
“Legacy,”  will  receive  associate  producer  credit 
on  the  picture,  filmed  for  Columbia  release. 

20th  Century-Fox 

FRED  KOHLMAR  named  associate  producer  on 
■‘Improper  Relations,”  a story  by  Victor  Heerman 
and  Sarah  Y.  Mason. 

DAVID  BURTON  to  pilot  “Private  Nurse,” 
forthcoming  Brenda  Joyce  starrer,  which  Sol  M. 
Wurtzel  will  produce. 

HERBERT  I.  LEEDS  to  “Ride  On,  Vaquero,” 
next  in  the  Cisco  Kid  series  starring  Cesar 
Romero. 

Warner  Bros. 

KAY  KNKUiHT  replaces  LEW  SEILEK  as  di- 
rector  on  “She  Stayed  Kissed,”  Seiler  bowing  out 
because  of  an  influenza  attack. 

ROSS  LEDERMAN  to  pilot  “Murder  on  the 
Second  Floor,”  from  a script  by  Anthony  Coldeway. 


Options 

Columbia 

CLIFE  EDWAKDS  booked  to  star  in  an  un- 
titled short  comedy  which  Jules  W'hite  will  pro- 
duce and  direct. 

Metro 

FRED  ZINNEMAN,  short  subjects  director, 
handed  new  contract. 

JEAN  ROUVERAL,  EDMUND  C.  REED  and 
DAVID  SHEPPARD  given  term  contracts  as 
junior  writers. 

HANS  RAMEAU,  writer,  held  for  another  term. 

DARLA  HOOD  of  “Our  Gang”  given  new  long- 
term pact. 

Paramount 

ELEANOR  STEWART  given  term  acting  pact. 
She  will  debut  in  the  next  Hopalong  Cassidy 
western. 

CONSTANCE  MOORE’S  two-picture  acting  deal 
converted  into  a term  contract. 

Pyramid 

RALPH  BOM'MAN  set  for  romantic  male  lead 
in  “Scattergood  Baines,”  being  made  for  RKO 
Radio. 

RKO  Radio 

DAY'II>  HEMPSTEAD,  associate  producer,  given 
new  term  contract.  lie  has  just  completed 
“Kitty  Foyle’’  as  his  first  assignment. 

JANE  PATTEN,  featured  player,  held  for  an- 
other term.  Her  next  role  will  be  in  “Show 
Business.’’ 

S.  Z.  SAKAEL  draws  featured  comedy  role  in 
"The  Devil  and  Miss  Jones,”  starring  Jean  Ar- 
thur. 

MAFREEN  O'HARA  given  extension  on  acting 
contract. 

EDWARD  EVERETT  HORTON  signed  for  a 
comedy  lead  in  “Sunny,’’  next  Anna  Neagle  starrer. 
which  Herbert  Wilcox  will  produce  and  direct. 

iTACK  HIVELY,  director,  held  for  another  term. 
His  next  assignment  is  "Hang  Out  the  Moon”  for 
Producer  Frederic  Ullman  jr. 


Universal 

GERTRUDE  NIESEN  signed  to  star  in  an  un- 
titled musical  short  subject. 

Warner  Bros. 

FREDERICK  HOLLANDER,  composer,  given 
long-term  pact  following  completion  of  his  scor- 
ing job  on  “South  of  Suez.” 

LUCIA  CARROLL,  featured  player,  held  for  an- 
other term.  She  is  now  in  “Stuff  of  Heroes.” 

BARBARA  O’NEIL  wins  second  feminine  lead 
in  “Winged  Victory,”  co-starring  James  Stephen- 
son and  Geraldine  Fitzgerald. 

GEORGE  CAMPAU,  featured  player,  given  new 
contract. 


Scripters 

Columbia 

EARL  BALDWIN,  borrowed  from  Warner,  to 
“He’s  My  Uncle,”  a musical  with  a conscription 
background. 

Mayfair  Productions 

I.EONARD  8PIEGELGASS  conferring  in  New 
York  with  Damon  Runyon  on  the  latter’s  story, 
“Butch  Minds  the  Baby,”  which  Spiegelgass  is 
scripting  for  Producer  Jules  Levey.  Universal  will 
release. 

Metro 

MARY  McCarthy  teamed  with  BETTY  REIN- 
HARDT  on  a new  “Maisie”  story  to  star  Ann 
Sothern. 

DORIS  ANDERSON  to  “The  Gilded  Lily.” 
George  Haight  will  produce  the  Joan  Crawford 
starrer. 

Monogram 

EDMUND  KELSO  to  “I  Cover  the  Town,”  next 
in  the  Frankie  Darro  series.  Lindsley  Parsons 
will  produce. 

Paramount 

LEONARD  LEE  to  an  untitled  original  with  a 
navy  background. 

AGNES  CHRISTINE  JOHNSON  to  an  untitled 
“Henry  Aldrich”  vehicle  for  Producer  Sol  C.  Siegel. 

RKO  Radio 

NORTON  S.  PARKER  to  au  untitled  Tim  Holt 
western. 

Republic 

VAL  BURTON  polishing  “Petticoat  Politics,” 
next  in  the  Higgins  Family  series. 

F.  Hl'GH  HERBERT  polishing  dialogue  on  “Mr. 
Di.strict  Attorney.” 

20th  Century-Fox 

DON  E'r'riJNGER  and  EDWIN  BLUM  to  ' Whis- 
pering  Wires.” 

SAMUEL  HOFFENSTEIN  to  “Improper  Rela- 
tions,” from  a story  by  Victor  Heerman  and 
Sarah  Y,  Mason. 

JAMES  M.  CAIN  completes  “Lucky  Baldwin,” 
which  Harry  Joe  Brown  will  produce. 

STUART  PALMER  to  an  untitled  detective  yarn 
for  Producers  Ralph  Dietrich  and  Walter  Morosco. 

BILL  CONSELMAN  jr.  and  IRVING  CUMMINGS 
jr.  to  an  untitled  “Cisco  Kid”  vehicle. 

Warner  Bros. 

DEL  FRAZER  to  “Water  Sports,”  a one- 
reeler. 

SAM  PERRIN  to  “Navy  Blues,”  from  Arthur 
tiorman’s  original.  Mark  Hellinger  will  produce. 


Story  Buys 

Columbia 

“Trinidad,”  by  Sy  Bartlett.  Sam  Bischoff  will 
produce. 

“My  Old  Man.”  by  Richard  Carroll  and  Betty 
Hopkins. 

“Obituary,”  newspaper  story  by  Jerry  Sack- 
heim,  who  will  do  the  script. 

Harold  Lloyd 

“My  Favorite  Spy,”  by  M.  Coates  Webster.  Lloyd 
will  produce  independently,  with  himself  as  star 
in  the  comedy,  dealing  with  the  draft  army. 

Metro 

“Reflected  Glory,”  a play  by  George  Kelly,  as 
a Joan  Crawford  starrer.  Kelly  will  script  for 
Producer  J.  W''alter  Ruben. 

"The  Uniform,”  by  Hans  Hafka.  Hunt  Strom- 
berg  will  produce.  Story  has  an  Oriental  back- 
ground. 

Warner  Bros. 

“Navy  Blues.”  by  Arthur  Herman.  He  has  been 
set  to  do  the  script. 
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Operators  Win  Hike 
In  Smaller  Houses 


Seattle — An  agreement  has  been  reach- 
ed here  between  representatives  of  thea- 
tre owners  and  the  operators’  imion,  Lo- 
cal 154,  the  former  having  agreed  to  a 
wage  increase  of  121/2  per  cent  in  sec- 
ond run  and  smaller  houses. 

The  larger  theatres  downtown  already 
are  paying  a scale  satisfactory  to  both 
parties. 

Representing  the  theatre  owners  at  the 
meeting  were  Leroy  V.  Johnson,  William 
Forman,  Don  Geddis,  Paul  Aust  and  Jim 
Hone.  Representing  the  operators:  O.  M. 
Jacobson,  international  representative  of 
the  International  Alliance  of  Theatrical 
and  Stage  Employes;  Fred  Jiencke,  James 
McNabb,  Warren  Smith  and  Basil  Gray. 
The  latter  is  labor  representative  of  the 
theatrical  federation. 


Stage  Employes  Re-elect 
Basil  Gray  17th  Time 

Seattle — Basil  Gray  has  been  re-elected 
business  agent  for  the  17th  consecutive 
time  of  the  Seattle  Local  of  the  Stage  Em- 
ployes’ Union. 

Charles  Crickmore  was  elected  president 
and  Sammy  Sands,  vice-president.  Other 
officers:  E.  A.  Clark,  financial  secretary; 
Colin  Durie,  treasurer;  Eddie  Booth,  re- 
cording secretary,  and  Albert  McKay, 
sergeant-at-arms. 


McNabb  Re-elected  Business 
Agent  of  Operators'  Local 

Seattle — James  McNabb  has  been  re- 
elected business  agent  of  the  operators 
local  here.  Fred  Jiencke  was  named  presi- 
dent and  Hel  Hobbs  financial  secretary. 

Other  officers;  Robert  Cameron,  secre- 
tary; Frankie  Meyers,  treasurer;  G.  J. 
Brown,  recording  secretary,  and  Harry 
Koeger,  sergeant-at-arms. 


Local  76  Retains  Nearly  All 
Officers;  Pelletier  V.-P. 

Seattle — H.  A.  Pelletier  has  been  elected 
vice-president  of  Musicians  Union,  Local 
76.  All  other  officers  were  retained  in  the 
annual  election  by  members. 

Officers  retained  include:  O.  R.  McLain, 
president;  J.  J.  Curley,  secretary;  Erwin 
Gastel,  treasurer;  Carbon  Webber,  busi- 
ness agent,  and  Charles  Gerhardt,  ser- 
geant-at-arms. 

Board  members  include:  W.  Davenport, 
Floyd  Smullin,  Ed  Carye,  R.  McCreary, 
Freeman  Clark,  Walter  Haines,  William 
Sewart,  and  Jack  Smith. 

Officei’s  assume  duties  January  1.  Mc- 
Lain, Curley  and  Webber  were  named  as 
delegates  to  the  international  convention 
to  be  held  in  Seattle  June  9 to  14  next  year. 


Burke  and  Bayliss  House 
Will  Accommodate  LOOO 

Santa  Monica — Burke  and  Bayliss  have 
revised  plans  for  their  new  theatre  here 
and  will  construct  it  as  a 1,000-seat  in- 
stead of  a 900-seat  house*.  Plans  are  be- 
ing drawn  up  by  Architect  S.  Charles  Lee 
for  a February  construction  start.  Opera- 
tors also  own  the  Nuart  and  Tivoli  thea- 
tres in  Sawtelle. 
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Y^HOLESALE  trade  in  Utah  reached  new 
highs  in  1939  in  dollar  volume,  num- 
ber of  establishments,  number  of  employes 
and  payroll,  the  U.  S.  department  of  com- 
merce reports  . . . Farmers  in  this  region 
should  benefit  by  an  additional  market  for 
surplus  foods  under  the  federal  food  stamp 
plan  when  it  becomes  effective  in  nine 
eastern  Utah  counties  next  month  . . . 
Snowy  days  have  made  many  new  film 
fans  in  this  locality  . . . An  approximate 
increase  of  11  per  cent  in  general  busi- 
ness conditions  in  Utah  this  year  over  last, 
is  reported  by  Ralph  Boner,  district  man- 
ager for  Alexander  Film  Co.,  covering 
Utah,  Idaho  and  Wyoming,  and  who  is  in 
Salt  Lake  City  for  a few  days  closing  some 
accounts.  Boner  states  that  these  three 
states  are  showing  a large  increase  in  busi- 
ness this  year  over  last,  with  Utah  leading 
currently. 

Utah’s  Leora  Thatcher  gives  her  800th 
performance  of  the  role  of  Ada  Lester  in 
“Tobacco  Road,”  commencing  its  eighth 
year  on  Broadway  . . . “Bitter  Sweet,”  the 
M-G-M  musical,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  Studio  for  a week  . . . In  addition  to 
the  regular  show  at  the  Lake  here,  the 
management  has  announced  a lO-act  “tal- 
ent opportunity”  test.  Cash  awards  are  to 
be  given.  On  the  regular  program  appears 
Pepito,  international  comic,  held  over  on 
the  stage,  and  two  first  run  subsidiary 
pictures  as  well  as  other  vaudeville  acts 
. . . The  Capitol  here,  managed  by  C.  Clare 
Woods,  is  closing  until  Christmas  Day 
when  it  will  reopen  with  “Blondie  Plays 
Cupid”  and  “Give  Us  Wings”  . . . Pictures 
taken  at  Alta,  Brighton  and  other  Utah 
skiing  centers  highlighted  the  fifth  annual 
ski  show  just  held  here  at  the  West  High 
School. 

Gi-acie  Fields,  England’s  songbird  of 
World  War  fame,  appears  at  the  Salt  Lake 
tabernacle  shortly,  after  which  she  will  go 
to  Los  Angeles  to  appear  at  the  Shrine 
Auditorium  on  a similar  program.  These 
programs  are  for  the  British  war  relief  so- 
ciety . . . Thomas  Horwitz,  an  artist  con- 
nected with  Warner  Bros,  studio  in  Holly- 
wood, was  here  for  an  address  before  the 
Speech  Arts  Society  of  the  University  of 
Utah.  He  also  gave  a demonstration  lec- 
ture on  “The  Art  of  Make-up”  . . . John 
Cain,  former  employe  of  the  Salt  Lake 
Tribune  and  one  of  the  most  widely  read 
dramatic  critics  and  columnists  of  his  time 
in  the  west,  died  last  week  at  the  age  of 
84  . . . Bette  Davis  in  “The  Letter”  opened 
to  big  ci’owds  at  the  Centre.  This  picture 
has  received  some  especially  heavy  exploi- 
tation in  news  sheets  and  over  the  radio. 

Lon  T.  Fidler,  district  manager  for 
Monogram,  who  has  been  ill  in  the  hos- 
pital for  several  weeks,  is  now  at  home 
convalescing,  according  to  Branch  Man- 
ager W.  W.  McKendrick  . . . RKO  is  re- 
leasing in  America  the  English-produced 
picture,  “Convoy”  . . . RKO  Branch  Man- 
ager H.  C.  Fuller  is  in  from  a sales  trip 
covering  Idaho  . . . Al  Mabey,  RKO,  is 
working  on  local  accounts  . . . Al  Shep- 
herd is  in  Montana  and  Giff  Davidson  in 
Utah,  curreyitly  for  RKO  . . . “Little  Men” 
is  one  of  RKO’s  latest  releases. 

C.  Clare  Woods,  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
in  a talk  before  the  Salt  Lake  Council  of 
Women,  declared  that  loss  of  a good  por- 
tion of  its  foreign  market  has  forced  the 
motion  picture  industry  to  improve  the 
quality  of  its  product  for  home  consumpr 
tion  and  as  a result  U.  S.  audiences  will 
be  given  “considerably  better”  films  with- 
in the  next  six  months.  He  further  de- 
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dared  that  war  conditions  have  cut  the 
foreign  film  market  37  per  cent,  and  that 
the  domestic  demand  for  better  pictures 
already  has  been  recognized  and  acted 
upon  by  the  industry. 

M-G-M  screened  “The  Philadelphia 
Story”  for  the  trade  . . . Sam  Gardner  at- 
tended Metro’s  branch  managers’  meeting 
in  Chicago  . . . Manager  G.  S.  Pinnell  is 
en  route  back  from  a sales  trip  into  Idaho 
. . . “Buck”  Wade  is  heading  into  the  terri- 
tory again  with  his  Universal  product  . . . 
Manager  Tony  Hartford  has  returned  after 
covering  Idaho  in  company  with  Salesman 
Joe  Soloman  . . . Rumor  has  it  that  two 
salesmen  will  be  added  to  the  sales  staffs 
of  every  exchange  on  Filmrow,  occasioned 
by  the  added  selling  details  resulting  from 
the  consent  decree  . . . Sam  Gardner  had 
his  sales  force  in  for  a luncheon  at  the 
Reel-Inn  after  which  they  adjourned  to 
the  screening  room  to  look  over  some  of 
Leo’s  latest  product. 

Al  O’Keefe  arrived  from  Denver  for  a 
brief  stay  at  the  local  Universal  offices  . . . 
There  is  an  insistent  rumor  on  Filmrow 
that  Joe  Lawrence  is  to  take  over  the  Lake 
Theatre  and  that  he  will  put  a popular 
Salt  Lake  manager  in  charge  . . . Ray 
Hendry  continues  to  successfully  put  on  a 
“late  show”  weekends,  commencing  at  10 
p.  m.,  at  the  Centre. 


Private  Party 

Must  Sell  By  Christmas 

1 5 KARAT 
DIAMOND 

A Rare  Bargain  for 
Someone  in  Position 
to  Take  Advantage 
of  Opportunity. 


Apartment  3-D,  Chateau  Marmont 
Or  Phone: 

Exposition  1295 
Hollywood,  Calif. 


Shown  at  Bank  Vault 
By  Appointment 
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JJVENT  of  the  week  was  the  seafood  din- 
ner given  by  Tubby  Griffen,  exhibitor 
from  Alaska.  The  party  was  held  in  the 
quarters  of  the  Northwest  Film  Club  with 
all  members  invited.  Tubby,  who  is  down 
from  Dillingham  for  a spell,  will  be  back 
home  for  Xmas  and  will  not  be  back  for  a 
couple  of  years. 

Biggest  crowds  of  the  week  attending  the 
British -American  War  Relief  Association 
Allied  Fair  in  the  Civic  Auditorium.  Affair 
was  opened  by  Governor  Clarence  D.  Mar- 
tin, and  incoming  governor,  Arthur  B. 
Langlie.  Tallulah  Bankhead,  stage  and 
screen  star,  also  made  ari  appearance. 

The  Jensen-von  Herberg  theatres  have 
scheduled  the  personal  appearance  of 
Santa  Claus  at  their  various  suburban 
theatres.  Santa  will  act  as  master-of- 
ceremonies  and  give  presents  to  the  kid- 
dies at  special  matinees  . . . The  Broad- 
way is  undergoing  a big  remodeling.  House 
is  surrounded  by  scaffold  and  men  at  work, 
but  Paul  Aust  has  not  put  out  any  in- 
formation. 

Dwight  Spracher  is  receiving  an  im- 
portant advancement  with  Paramount.  He 
is  to  be  transferred  to  San  Francisco  to 
join  the  sales  staff  under  Neal  East.  Glen 
Haviland,  at  present  handling  sales  in  the 
Spokane  territory,  will  replace  Dwight  in 
the  Seattle  office  and  Ward  Pennington 
will  be  moved  from  the  San  Francisco 
exchange  to  replace  Glen  in  the  east-of- 
the-mountain  spot.  The  entire  show-busi- 
ness of  Seattle  will  stage  a farewell  party 
for  Dwight  at  the  Northwest  Film  Club  on 
December  19. 

Mel  Hulling,  western  district  sales  man- 
ager and  a member  of  the  board  of  Mono- 
gram Pictures,  is  here  from  Los  Angeles 
to  hold  special  meetings  and  supervise 
changes  in  the  Northwest  offices.  Ed  Cruea 
is  here  from  Los  Angeles  to  be  booker,  re- 
placing A1  Harris,  who  resigned  to  join 
Fox.  George  Jackson  will  handle  the  books 
under  Walter  Wessling  in  Portland.  Bill 
Duggan,  Seattle  manager,  is  keeping  his 


fingers  crossed.  He  has  received  a notice 
to  take  a medical  exam  under  the  draft 
law. 

Bill  J.  Kupper,  western  division  sales 
manager  for  20th-Fox,  in  town  from  New 
York  and  a guest  of  Herndon  Edmond, 
local  branch  manager  . . . Word  from  Hol- 
lywood tells  that  Ed  Churchill,  for  the  past 
five  years  with  Paramount's  publicity  de- 
partment, has  resigned  to  join  Terry  De- 
Lapp  in  the  latter’s  new  advertising  agency 
. . . Andy  Smith  jr.,  general  sales  man- 
ager for  RKO,  in  by  plane  from  New  York 
and  met  by  Eddie  Lamb,  local  branch  boss. 
Herb  McIntyre,  western  district  sales  man- 
ager, also  in  on  the  same  plane. 

Junior  Mercy  to  Yakima  with  Edgar 
Mercy  and  Sam  Boon  ...  Joe  Danz  of  the 
Embassy  has  moved  to  a new  home  on 
Magnolia  Bluff  and  is  being  kidded  by  his 
intimates.  Joe  has  lived  in  apartments 
for  the  past  25  years  and  they  say  he  now 
sleeps  in  his  socks  because  he  finds  a house 
colder  than  he’s  used  to  ...  A.  G.  Basil  of 
the  Tokay  Theatre,  Raymond,  ten  days  ago 
confined  to  his  home  by  illness,  resumed 
normal  activities  a few  days  ago  but  has 
suffered  a relapse  and  is  again  confined  to 
bed. 

Al  Goldstein  has  changed  the  name  of 
his  recently  purchased  Premier  Pictures 
Exchange  to  Principal  Pictures.  He  has 
named  Maisie  Gardner,  formerly  of  Jen- 
sen-von Herberg  office,  as  his  assistant 
. . . Jack  O’Bryan,  salesman  for  United 
Artists  in  the  Oregon  territory,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  San  Francisco  district. 

J.  T.  Sheffield,  back  from  the  visit  and 
business  meeting  at  the  Republic  studios 
in  Hollywood,  and  bringing  back  regards 
from  June  Johnson,  daughter  of  Chic,  of 
the  Olsen  and  Johnson  team  . . . Maude 
Maxey  home  from  the  hospital  but  still 
abed  . . . The  flu  is  bad  in  this  territory. 
In  Omak,  Dayton  and  Mount  Vernon  all 
schools  and  theatres  are  closed. 

Maury  Saffle,  on  his  way  home  from  the 


Flu  Prevalence  Delays 
PCCITO's  Conference 


Los  Angeles — The  influenza  epidemic 
which  has  been  sweeping  through  the  mo- 
tion picture  studios  has  extended  its  sphere 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference  of  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners,  with  the  result 
several  attempts  to  schedule  a meeting  of 
the  trustees  have  been  postponed  because 
of  illness. 

Originally  set  for  December  9,  the 
PCCITO  trustees’  meeting  has  now  been 
set  back  until  December  16,  with  R.  H. 
Poole,  executive  secretary,  declaring  there 
is  a possibility  a further  postponement 
may  be  necessary. 

Meeting  has  been  called  to  discuss  the 
consent  decree  and  the  failure  of  Attor- 
ney Paul  J.  Ziegler,  sent  to  New  York  by 
the  PCCITO,  to  secure  a postponement  of 
the  date  when  the  pact  is  to  go  into  effect. 
The  PCCITO  is  on  record  in  opposition  to 
certain  consent  decree  clauses,  particu- 
larly the  blocks-of-five  proviso. 


Chicago  meeting,  has  stopped  off  in  Salt 
Lake  to  meet  George  Hickey,  western  di- 
vision manager  for  M-G-M,  who  will  ac- 
company him  to  Seattle.  They  will  be  met 
in  Portland  by  Bill  Parker,  the  publicity 
“flack”  for  the  northwest  . . . Charley 
Greime  of  Wenatchee,  with  his  assistant, 
Pat  Tappen,  arriving  in  time  to  eat  at  the 
Tubby  Griffen  fish  dinner  . . . Maxine  Gil- 
lespie of  the  Metro  office  announcing  she 
will  be  wedded  December  21  . . . Joe  Kelly 
of  the  Warner’s  Aberdeen  off  for  Los 
Angeles  for  a special  conference. 

Sam  Shapin  of  the  Warner  New  York 
office  here  for  a spell  and  checking  over 
the  exchange  with  Guy  Maxey  . . . The 
Film  Club  bedecked  with  trees  and  greens 
for  the  Christmas  season  . . . Jean  Hesp 
Cornwell  added  to  the  Republic  office 
force. 

Exhibitors  visiting  this  week  included 
Carl  Miller  of  the  Bijou,  Aberdeen;  Ed 
Halberg  and  Henry  Davidson,  Port  Angeles; 
Mickey  DeLeo,  Port  Townsend;  Mrs.  Ab- 
bie  Thompson,  Pomeroy;  Charley  White, 
Concrete;  Bud  Benson,  Anacortes;  F.  C. 
and  Mrs.  Weskill,  Sand  Point;  W.  B.  Mc- 
Donald, Olympic;  Eldon  Pollock,  Mount 
Vernon;  Mike  Barovic,  Taeoma;  Mrs.  Tom 
Berry,  Edmonds;  Art  Zabel,  Olympia;  O. 
M.  Durham,  Mount  Vernon;  Morrie  Nim- 
mer,  Wenatchee  . . . George  Endert  jr. 
selling  his  theatre  in  Friday  Harbor  to  en- 
ter contracting  business. 


Theatre  Staii  Member 
Dissuades  Bandit  Duo 

Los  Angeles — Two  timid  would-be  ban- 
dits were  foiled  in  an  attempt  to  rob  the 
Paramount,  downtown,  when  the  main- 
tenance superintendent  talked  them  out 
of  their  intentions. 

The  bandits  entered  the  theatre  early  in 
the  morning,  rounded  up  eight  janitors, 
electricians  and  stagehands,  bound  them, 
and  declared  they  would  wait  for  Manager 
Harry  Wallen  to  appear  and  open  the  safe 
for  them.  Cyrus  Kyrides,  the  maintenance 
superintendent,  informed  them,  however, 
that  Wallen  was  always  accompanied  to 
the  theatre  by  a traffic  policeman. 

Upon  hearing  this  the  marauders  depart- 
ed— sans  loot. 


SCOOP!!!  SCOOP!!! 

OFFICIAL  EXCLUSIVE  MOTION  PICTURES 
OF  THE  DECEMBER  16,  1940 

WORLD’S  HEAVYWEIGHT  CHAMPIONSHIP 

AT  BOSTON  MADISON  SQUARE  GARDEN 

JOE  LOUIS  vs.AL  Me  COY 

World's  Champion  Canadian  Champion 

PHONE  — WRITE  — WIRE  the  following  Exchanges 

ACE  FILM  PA  1034  1910  S.  Vermont  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

ALL  STAR  UN  1525  247  Golden  Gate  Ave.,  San  Francisco 

PREMIER  WA  1495  .258  E.  First  So.,  Salt  Lake  City 

PREMIER  MA  8879  2147  Broadway,  Denver 

PRINCIPAL  MA  3323  2417  Second  Ave.,  Seattle 
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THE  near-epidemic  siege  of  influenza  that 

has  held  the  city  in  its  grasp  has  played 
havoc  with  the  theatre  business.  The  city’s 
health  director  has  closed  several  schools 
and  requested  the  people  to  refrain  from 
going  to  shows  and  other  gathering  places. 
This,  together  with  the  usual  poor  audi- 
ences that  come  with  the  holiday  season 
have  left  the  theatres  mighty  empty. 

The  English  troupers  who  gave  their  ser- 
vices for  the  benefit  of  the  British  War 
Relief  were  highly  enthusiastic  over  the 
approximate  proceeds  which  amounted  to 
$8,000.  So,  the  screen  stars  will  return  in 
January  to  give  three  more  of  the  six  plays 
in  the  “Tonight  at  8:30”  group  . . . Marty 
Weiser,  Warner  exploiteer,  off  to  Denver 
after  several  days  here  working  on  the 
“Santa  Fe”  opening  . . . Robert  Young  in 
town  on  a social  visit. 

Joseph  Sunn,  theatrical  man  of  San 
Francisco’s  Chinatown  and  president  of 
the  Grand  View  Film  Co.,  has  invented  a 
new  technique  for  translating  to  English 
the  titles  of  Oriental  films.  Sunn’s  meth- 
od results  in  display  of  the  English  titles 
on  stereoptican  slides  immediately  beneath 
the  theatre’s  screen  and  carefully  synchro- 
nized by  machinery  with  the  sequence  of 
the  story.  This  saves  considerable  on  the 
expense  of  the  old  method  whereby  Eng- 
lish titles  were  superimposed. 

All  the  Harvey  circuit  managers  will 
come  to  town  on  Tuesday,  December  17,  for 
a managers’  meeting  and  the  annual 
Christmas  party.  The  meeting  will  be 
held  in  the  afternoon  and  the  party  at 
the  Bal  Tabarin  in  the  evening  . . . Cam- 
eraman Rey  Scott’s  natural  color  picture, 
“China’s  Comeback,”  was  shown  this  week 
at  the  War  Memorial  Opera  House  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Chinese  Children’s 
benefit. 

Shirley  O’Neil,  12  years  old,  had  a day 
of  fun  when  she  was  “Nellie  Kelly  for  a 
Day”  in  connection  with  the  picture’s 
opening  at  the  Fox.  She  had  a private 
car  and  liveried  chauffeur  at  her  disposal, 
lunched  with  Russ  Morgan  at  the  Palace, 
and  went  on  a shopping  tour.  Shirley  was 
from  the  St.  Joseph’s  Orphanage. 

Lawrence  Borg  has  bought  the  Play- 
house in  Calistoga  and  will  remodel  before 
reopening  . . . Mel  Hulling  is  back  from  a 
week’s  trip  to  Portland  and  Seattle  . . . 
Ed  Gates  was  on  the  sick  list  and  the  Es- 
quire, which  he  manages,  had  to  get  along 
without  him  for  a few  days  . . . The  War- 
ner Club  Christmas  party  will  be  held  at 
the  Alexander  Hamilton  this  year. 

Lew  Lindley  in  town  to  open  the  Coulter 
line  office  here.  Pat  Patterson  will  man- 
age . . . Harry  Kaiserstein  up  from  the 
L.  A.  West  Coast  Automatic  Candy  Co. 
office  to  visit  here  . . . Pacific  Premium  is 
now  the  agent  for  the  Joan  Blondell  cos- 
metics . . . RKO  is  remodeling  their  club 
room  at  the  exchange  to  accommodate  the 
big  Xmas  party  to  be  held  on  the  20th  . . . 
Don  Condon  is  pinch-hitting  for  Rex 
Stephenson  at  the  Golden  State  office. 

The  new  Tower  in  Marysville  is  open- 
ing on  Xmas  day.  The  San  Carlos,  latest 
Golden  State  theatre,  will  open  on  the  28th 
although  a special  preview  opening  will  be 
held  on  the  21th  . . . Larry  Killinsworth 
has  sold  his  Healdsburg  in  Healdsburg  to 
the  Redwood  circuit  . . . Eleanor  Stillian 
has  resigned  from  her  Columbia  post.  She 
will  retire  to  domesticity  . . . Mike  New- 
man in  town  working  on  the  “Arizona” 
opening  on  the  19th  . . . The  Nicholas  Bros., 
currently  at  the  Golden  Gate,  have  been 


contracted  by  20th  Century.  Will  go  right 
into  “Road  to  Rio.” 

Dick  Crosby  and  Harry  Rice  of  the  Em- 
bassy Theatre  certainly  hit  the  jackpot 
this  week  when  their  Pressman’s  ticket 
brought  them  $1,000!  Harry  will  put  his 
$500  into  the  new  house  he  is  building  and 
Dick,  at  home  with  the  flu,  could  not  be 
reached  for  a statement  . . . Dan  McLean, 
the  town’s  popular  exhibitor,  will  share 
the  m.  c.  duties  at  the  Call-Bulletin  Party 
with  Rudy  Vallee  and  Fanny  Brice  . . . 
George  Schaefer,  RKO  prexy,  in  town  for 
the  “No,  No,  Nanette”  sneak  preview. 

The  world  premiere  of  “Convoy”  was 
held  at  the  Gate  this  week.  The  theatre 
looks  like  the  camping  ground  of  the  U.  S. 
Army  as  the  house  has  tied  in  with  the 
government  on  exploitation.  The  IbOth 
Infantry  is  on  the  premises  and  they 
sure  stop  the  crowd  even  if  they  don’t 
bring  them  into  the  theatre  . . . Ben  Fisher, 
UA  district  manager,  up  for  business  . . . 
Anna  Neagle,  Herbert  Wilcox,  Betty  Gra- 
ble.  Bob  Hope,  and  many  others  from  Hol- 
lywood up  for  the  Charity  Week  at  Bay 
Meadows  . . . Producers  Releasing  Corp. 
previewed  “Devil  Bat”  for  the  circuit  heads 
this  week. 

Dorothy  Foley  is  receiving  the  congratu- 
lations of  the  Row  on  her  marriage  this 
Thursday  to  Bill  Hamlyn  . . . “The  Great 
Dictator”  bowed  out  this  week  after  a fine 
four-week  run.  “Kit  Carson”  followed 
. . . Most  of  the  studios  have  sent  repre- 
sentatives to  buy  up  dismantled  exhibits, 
pavilions  and  furniture,  etc.,  now  being 
sold  and  auctioned  at  Treasure  Island. 
Plenty  of  good  stuff  for  property  room 
stock.  Some  of  the  exhibits  and  collections 
have  been  acquired  intact. 
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jyjOTION  PICTURE  operators  union 
negotiated  new  contract  with  21/2  per 
cent  increase. 

Ralph  J.  Batschalet,  manager  of  the 
Bluebird  Theatre,  has  been  re-elected 
president  of  the  East  Side  Board  of  Trade 
and  has  been  elected  to  the  same  office  in 
the  Co-Op  Club.  This  club  will  hold  its  na- 
tional convention  in  Denver  next  year. 

Alex  Singelow,  salesman  for  United  Art- 
ists, has  been  transferred  to  Seattle,  and 
is  succeeded  here  by  Frank  Roberts,  long 
in  the  business  as  auditor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Sheffield  are  spend- 
ing their  vacation  in  California  . . . Budd 
Rogers,  vice-president  of  Alliance  Pictures 
of  New  York,  was  in  town  calling  on 
Monogram  exchange. 

The  theatre  at  the  Ft.  Warren,  Wyo., 
army  post,  closed  for  five  days  because  of 
the  prevalence  of  flu  . . . Ed  Mapel,  owner 
of  the  Gem  and  Colorado  theatres,  to  Hol- 
lywood . . . Coppell  Amusement  Co.  mov- 
ing to  828  21st  St. 

Jim  Thompson  has  opened  a 400-seaf 
house,  called  the  Tunnell,  at  Couches 
Dam,  Colo.  . . . Films  are  being  used  at  the 
new  Federal  Correctional  institution  near 
Denver,  where  a new  300-seaf  theatre  was 
included  in  the  buildings  . . . Mrs.  M.  L. 
Gollogher  has  taken  back  the  Mancos  at 
Mancos,  Colo.,  from  Fox. 

Arthur  J.  Fountain  has  opened  a 300- 
seat  house  in  Messila,  N.  M.,  and  named  it 
the  Fountain,  and  in  Madrid,  N.  M.,  the 
Madrid  Employe’s  Club  has  arranged  to 
show  a few  films  . . . Rick  Ricketson,  man- 
ager of  the  Fox  Intermountain  division,  has 
built  a private  theatre  in  his  home  in  Circle 
Drive. 


^HE  eight-pound  boy  born  to  Mrs.  Myrtle 

Kavanaugh  at  the  Altadena  Hospital  in 
Altadena  will  answer  to  the  name  of 
Michael.  Papa  books  for  the  Jimmy  Ed- 
wards circuit  in  the  San  Gabriel  Valley 
. . . Fox  Westcoasters  are  planning  their 
annual  Christmas  party  for  December  20 
at  the  Ambassador  Hotel  . . . Jerome  Saf- 
ron,  Columbia’s  western  district  manager, 
has  checked  in  from  San  Francisco,  where 
he  attended  a regional  sales  meeting  . . . 
Ben  Kalmenson,  Warner  western  and 
southern  district  chief,  has  returned  to 
New  York  after  studio  and  exchange  con- 
ferences . . . “Birth  of  a Nation”  has  closed 
a two-week  revival  run  at  the  Tele-View 
Revival  Theatre  in  Hollywood  and  has 
been  supplanted  by  Norma  Talmadge  in 
“DuBarry.” 

Bess  Emanuel,  the  only  feminine  foreign 
distributor  in  this  part  of  the  country,  has 
added  another  item  to  her  growing  list  of 
accomplishments.  Bess  is  now  writing  a 
motion  picture  column  for  three  Spanish 
newspapers — El  Heraldo  de  Mexico,  El  Cine 
Grafico  and  Cine  Nacional  . . . Walter 
Hammond,  brother  of  Jennie  LeFavour, 
Universal  inspectress,  died  suddenly  of  a 
heart  attack  and  was  buried  at  Inglewood 
cemetery  ...  On  the  Row:  Murray  Haw- 
kins of  the  Swan  circuit;  Phil  Greenbaum, 
Castle  and  Mecca  theatres. 

Booking:  Phil  Pecharitch,  Ritz  Theatre, 
Jerome,  Ariz.;  C.  A.  Simons,  in  from 
Needles  . . . Mary  Ross,  Altec  Service  sec- 
retary, is  vacationing  for  two  weeks — and 
spending  most  of  her  time  at  home  ...  Ed 
Shriver  and  Bob  Quinn  of  Altec  Service 
have  returned  from  their  trip  through  the 
Arizona  territory  . . . A1  O’Keefe,  Univer- 
sal’s western  district  manager,  is  in  from 
Salt  Lake  . . . Mike  Newman,  Columbia 
exploiteer,  off  to  Seattle  and  Portland  to 
handle  “Arizona”  openings. 

Bookers  at  M-G-M  have  been  having 
duck  dinners  all  week.  Charles  Stillman  of 
the  Grizzly  Theatre  in  Big  Bear  bagged 
some  ducks  over  the  weekend  and  sur- 
prised the  boys  at  the  exchange  on  his 
regular  weekly  visit  by  handing  out  a good- 
sized  bird  to  each  one  of  them  . . . Herb 
McIntyre,  RKO  Radio  western  district 
manager  for  United  Artists,  has  checked 
in  to  assume  his  new  duties  as  manager  of 
the  local  UA  office.  He  succeeds  E.  A.  Mac- 
Lean. 

It  was  something  of  a surprise  to  UA 
employes  when  Hazel  Vaara,  one  of  the 
office  clerks,  became  Mrs.  Leon  Grant  over 
the  weekend.  The  new  husband  is  an  in- 
terior decorator.  Marriage  took  place  in 
Yuma  . . . On  the  Row:  George  Diamos, 
Lyric  Amusement  Co.,  Tucson,  Arizona; 
Joe  Sloate  of  the  Maynard;  Boris  Posner, 
operator  of  the  Arlington;  Bill  Kohler, 
Valuskis  Theatre,  Willowbrook. 

Bill  Ring,  head  shipper  at  Paramount, 
back  on  the  job  after  a bad  siege  with  the 
flu  ..  . John  Ash,  M-G-M  auditor,  is  in 
from  Salt  Lake  City  for  a few  days  . . . 
Ruben  A.  Calderon,  Azteca  exchange  man- 
ager, in  from  his  selling  trip  through  the 
Imperial  Valley  . . . Mike  Levinson,  inde- 
pendent distributor,  has  checked  out  for 
San  Francisco  and  points  north  on  a 
week’s  selling  trip. 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 

Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 

1964  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 

LOS  ANGELES 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted. 

• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MTIOO  Attraction  Board  Letters 

MTlOl  Bulletin  Boards 

MT102  Cut-Out  Machines 

MT103  Display  Frames  and  Cases 

MT104  Flashers,  Sign 

MT105  Insert  Frames 

MT106  Lamp  Coloring 

MT107  Letter  Mounting  Units 

MT108  Marquees 

MT109  Poster  Projectors 

MTllO  Signs,  Admission 

MTlll  Signs,  Electric 

MT112  Signs,  Neon,  Zeon 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT120  Air  Circulators 

MT121  Air  Conditioning  Motors 

MT122  Air  Conditioning  Systems 

MT123  Air  Filters 

MT124  Air  Washers 

MT125  Blowers 

MT126  Boilers  and  Furnaces 

MT127  Coils,  Cooling 

MT128  Compressors 

MT129  Condensers 

MT130  Cooling  Equipment 

MT131  Cooling  Towers 

MT132  Dehumidifiers 

MT133  Diffusers,  Air 

MT134  Electric  Motor  Controls 

MT135  Exhaust  Fans 

MT136  Grilles  and  Registers 

MT137  Heating  Equipment 

MT138  Oil  Burners 

MT139  Refrigeration 

MT140  Spray  Nozzles 

MT141  Stokers 


MT142  Temperature  Control  Devices 
MT143  Thermostats  and  Humldlstats 
MT144  Unit  Heaters 
MT145  Ventilating  Systems 
MT146  Water  Cooling  Systems 


DECORATIONS  & FURNISHINGS 


MT155  Acoustical  Materials 
MT156  Aisle  Lights 
MT157  Boxofflces 
MT158  Carpets 
MT159  Carpet  Cushion 
MTIGO  Design  Service 
MT161  Directional  Signs 
MT162  Door  Controls 
MT163  Draperies  and  Curtains 
MT164  Drinking  Fountains 
MT165  Exit  Signs 

MT166  Foam  Rubber  Seat  Cushions 
MT167  Interior  Decoration 
MT168  Interior  Wall  Finishes 
MT169  Lounge  Furniture 
MT170  Matting,  Rubber 
MT171  Mirrors 

MT172  Ornamental  Metal  Work 

MT173  Paint  Products 

MT174  Railings,  Lobby 

MT175  Sand  Urns 

MT176  Seating,  Auditorium 

MT177  Slip  Covers 

MT178  Speaking  Tubes 

MT179  Ticket  Choppers  and  Boxes 

MT180  Theatre  Chairs 

MT181  Upholstery  Materials 

MT182  Wall  Coverings,  Fabric 


LIGHTING 


MT190  Dimmers  and  Controls 
MT191  Effect  Lighting  Devices 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  V/ANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


MT192  Elec,  Measuring  Instruments 

MT193  Engines,  Diesel 

MT194  Fluorescent  Lamps  and  Fixtures 

MT195  Gelatine  Sheets 

MT196  Incandescent  Lamps 

MT197  Lighting  Fixtures 

MT198  Lighting  Plants,  Emergency 

MT199  Cove  Lighting 

MT200  Reflectors 

MT201  Reflector  Lamps 

MT202  Spot  and  Flood  Lamps 

MT203  Spot  and  Flood  Lights 

MT204  Storage  Batteries 

MT205  Switches,  Safety 

MT206  Switchboards 

MT207  Transformers,  Neon 


MAINTENANCE 


MT210  Bolts,  Expansion  and  Toggle 

MT211  Carpet  Spotting  Compounds 

MT212  Drills.  Rotary 

MT213  Fire  Extinguishers 

MT214  Fireproofing  Compounds 

MT215  Gum  Removers 

MT216  Safety  Ladders 

MT217  Seat  Patching  Kits 

MT218  Seating  Repairs 

MT219  Vacuum  Cleaners 


MT270  Rheostats 
MT27I  Safety  Devices 
MT272  Slide  Projectors 
MT273  Sound  Projectors,  35mm 
MT274  Sound  Projectors,  16mm 
MT275  Stereopticons 
MT276  Tool  Kits 


SANITATION 


MT285  Cleansing  Compounds 

MT286  Deodorants  and  Disinfectants 

MT287  Flush  Valves 

MT288  Hand  Driers.  Electric 

MT289  Insecticides  and  Germicides 

MT290  Odor  Absorbers 

MT291  Ozone  Generators 

MT292  Paper  Towels  and  Cabinets 

MT293  Perfumes 

MT294  Plumbing  Fixtures 

MT296  Sanitary  Supplies 

MT296  Soaps  and  Cleansers 

MT297  Suction  Cleaners 

MT298  Washroom  Accessories 


SOUND 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT225  Coin  Changing  Machines 

MT226  Fireproof  Safes  and  Files 

MT227  Music  Stands 

MT228  Organs,  Electric 

MT229  Popcorn  Machines 

MT230  Popcorn  & Confection  Supplies 

MT231  Staff  Uniforms 

MT232  Tickets 

MT233  Ticket  Machines 

MT234  Water  Coolers 


MT305  Amplifiers 

MT306  Amplifier  Tubes 

MT307  Hearing  Aids 

MT308  Horn  Lifts  and  Towers 

MT309  Intercommunicating  Systems 

MT310  Lamps,  Exciter 

MT311  Lens  Assemblies,  Sound 

MT312  Microphones 

MT313  Photoelectric  Cells 

MT314  Public  Address  Amplifiers 

MT315  Public  Address  Systems 

MT316  Radio  Tubes 

MT317  Record  Reproducers 

MT318  Sound  Equipment,  Complete 

MT319  Sound  Heads 

MT320  Sound  Service,  Contract 

MT321  Speakers 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  12-14-40 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  Stale, 


I PROJECTION 

I 


I 

I 

I 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


I 

I 


MT240  Booth  Doors  and  Porte 
MT241  Carbon  Savers 
MT2  42  Carbon  Waste  Cans 
MT243  Change-Over  Devices 
MT244  Condensing  Lenses 
MT245  Dowsers 
MT246  Film  Cabinets 
MT247  Film  Cement 
MT248  Film  Handling  Devices 
MT249  Film  Preservatives 
MT250  Film  Reels 
MT251  Film  Rewinders 
MT252  Fire  Shutters.  Projection 
MT253  Intermittent  Movements 
MT254  Motion  Picture  Screens 
MT255  Motor  Brushes 
MT256  Motor-Generators 
MT257  Portable  Sound  Projectors 
MT258  Projection  Arc  Lamps 
MT259  Projection  Lenses 
MT260  Projection  Slides 
MT2G1  Projector  Carbons 
MT262  Projector  Parte 
MT263  Projector  Pedestals 
MT264  Rectifiers,  Bulb  Type 
MT265  Rectifiers.  Copper-Oxide 
MT266  Rectifiers,  Copper-Sulphide 
MT267  Reel-End  Signals 
MT268  Reflector  Equipment 
MT269  Rewind  Tables 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT330  Costumes 

MT331  Curtain  Controls 

MT332  Curtain  Tracks 

MT333  Stage  and  Effect  Lighting 

MT334  Stage  Hardware 

MT335  Stage  Rigging 

MT336  Stage  Scenery 


STRUCTURE 


MT340  Architectural  Service 

MT341  Facing  Materials.  Exterior 

MT342  Flashed  Opal  Glass 

MT343  Flooring  Materials 

MT344  Glass  Blocks 

MT345  Insulation  Materials 

MT346  Metal  Trim  and  Mouldings 

MT347  Pipe  Hangers  and  Brackets 

MT348  Plate  Glass 

MT349  Steel  and  Iron  Roofing 

MT350  Steel  and  Iron  Sheet  Metal 

MT351  Structural  Glass 

MT352  Theatre  Fronts,  Porcelain 

MT353  Theatre  Fronts,  Structural  Glass 

MT354  Wood  Veneers 
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Chicago  "Daily  News"  Federal  Court  in  Chicago 
Gratified  by  Decree  Fines  B&K,  Associates 


Chicago— The  Chicago  Daily  News,  on 
December  10,  front-paged  the  story  of 
Federal  Judge  Woodward’s  decision  in  the 
so-called  Chicago  consent  decree  ruling 
with  the  following  head:  “RULING  HALTS 
BLOCK  BOOKING  OP  LOOP  FILMS.” 

The  News  commented  that  “Chicago’s 
movie  fans  got  a promise  of  their  biggest 
break  today.”  The  paper  said  that  Judge 
Woodward’s  decree  will  break  up  the  block- 
booking of  first-run  pictures  by  loop  ex- 
hibitors. Said  the  News:  “That  (the  de- 
cree) means  to  the  motion  picture  fan 
that  he  will  see  in  Chicago  pictures  at 
the  same  time  that  they  are  shown  in 
other  cities.  Previously  he  waited  as  long 
as  three  months  to  see  glamour  and  thrills 
that  the  rest  of  the  country  had  enjoyed. 

“Under  Woodward’s  decree  the  Balaban 
& Katz  interests  will  be  limited  to  pur- 
chasing only  five  pictures  at  a time  for 
Chicago  showing:  that  is,  one  for  each 
of  their  five  loop  theatres.  That  will  leave 
the  other  features  open  to  bids  by  the 
independents. 

“Also,  Balaban  & Katz  will  have  to  go 
into  the  open  market  to  bid  in  features, 
the  independents  having  equal  rights  at 
the  sales  in  New  York.  Any  disputes  over 
bids  or  releases  will  be  settled  by  the  new- 
ly created  arbiter  and  his  board  of  as- 
sistants. 

“Movie  exhibitors  in  Chicago  were  sure 
that  the  court  order  would  speed  up  ex- 
hibition of  feature  pictures  in  Chicago, 
inasmuch  as  the  studios’  output  would  not 
be  tied  up  by  contracts,  and  independents 
would  be  eager  for  features.” 

Referring  to  the  case  the  News  said: 
“How  the  block  booking  worked  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  movie  fan  was  de- 
tailed when  the  contempt  proceedings 
were  filed.  Walt  Disney’s  ‘Snow  White 
and  the  Seven  Dwarfs’  opened  in  New 
York  January  13,  but  it  was  March  4 be- 
fore it  was  shown  in  Chicago. 

“ ‘In  Old  Chicago’  opened  in  New  York 
the  first  week  in  January,  but  it  was  late 
in  April  when  it  was  first  shown  in  Chi- 
cago. ‘The  Firefly,’  which  opened  in  New 
York  September  2,  was  shown  in  Chicago 
December  20.  ‘Tom  Sawyer’  was  shown 
in  New  York  February  12:  in  Chicago 
late  in  April. 

“It  was  pointed  out  that  in  the  New 
York  theatrical  district  there  are  several 
competitive  exhibitors  but  that  five  of  the 
seven  big  loop  theatres  are  controlled  by 
Balaban  & Katz.” 


Says  He  Was  Drunk 

St.  Louis — It  cost  William  Thompson 
Gage,  a night  fireman  at  the  City  Art 
Museum,  $90  and  costs  to  shout  “Hurrah 
for  the  Nazis”  during  the  showing  of  “The 
Ramparts  We  Watch”  at  the  Capitol  here. 
The  fine  was  imposed  when  Gage  pleaded 
guilty  to  a charge  of  disturbing  the  peace. 
He  told  reporters  he  did  not  remember 
any  of  the  happenings  at  the  theatre  be- 
cause he  was  intoxicated  at  the  time. 


Re-elect  Lovato 

St.  Louis — Louis  Lovato  has  been  re- 
elected business  agent  by  Local  B~l,  em- 
bracing exchange  employes.  Members  of 
the  lA  affiliate  will  elect  other  officers  at 
a meeting  December  28. 


ft  ') 

Jail  for  Handling 
Obscene  Films 

St.  Louis — Lloyd  V.  Hutton  and  William 
McKinnon,  indicted  jointly  on  a charge  of 
transporting  and  handling  obscene  mo- 
tion pictures,  pleaded  no  contest  in  the 
court  of  Federal  Judge  George  H.  Moore 
and  were  sentenced  to  jail  terms  of  nine 
and  six  months  respectively.  The  convic- 
tions marked  the  first  in  the  government's 
recently  launched  drive  against  traffick- 
ing in  obscene  films. 

Herbert  H.  Freer,  assistant  district  at- 
torney, said  that  Hutton,  who  operated 
the  Movie  Craft  Studio  in  the  basement 
of  his  home,  had  supplied  six  rolls  of  ob- 
scene films  to  o Peoria,  111.,  school  prin- 
cipal connected  with  a theatre  chain.  The 
Peoria  man,  according  to  Freer,  first  went 
to  McKinnon  for  the  film  but  was  sent  to 
Hutton. 

VS  ^ 

Push  Drive  Against 
Illicit  Film  Dealers 

St.  Louis  — The  federal  government, 
which  last  week  succeeded  in  having  two 
men  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  their 
part  in  a nation-wide  ring  of  traffickers 
in  obscene  films,  plans  to  push  the  prose- 
cution of  others  similarly  accused. 

The  men  who  refused  to  contest  the 
charges  against  them  were  Lloyd  V.  Hut- 
ton, one  time  operator  of  the  Movie  Craft 
Studio  in  his  home,  who  was  sentenced 
to  nine  months  in  jail,  and  William  Mc- 
Kinnon, a sign  painter,  who  drew  six 
months  in  jail. 

Two  others  scheduled  to  come  up  on  sim- 
ilar charges  are  Carroll  C.  Vail,  secretary 
of  a local  electrical  supply  house,  and 
Thomas  J.  Brown,  a projectionist. 

Post  Office  Inspector  C.  H.  Willard  said 
that  his  investigation  involves  a number 
of  men  in  other  cities,  including  Chicago, 
Peoria,  111.,  and  Evansville,  Ind.  He  is 
awaiting  word  from  the  United  States  dis- 
trict attorneys  in  those  cities  to  place 
his  evidence  before  federal  grand  juries 
for  indictments.  Among  those  under  in- 
vestigation are  a banker  and  a public  edu- 
cator. 


Chicago  Censors  Finally 
Give  "Scarface"  Okay 

Chicago — “Scarface”  has  been  approved 
for  showing  in  Chicago  by  the  police  cen- 
sor board  after  being  on  the  banned  list 
for  over  eight  years.  Only  one  deletion 
was  required  comprising  about  25  feet  of 
film  showing  Paul  Muni  in  the  act  of 
shooting  George  Raft. 

Calumet  Pictures  Corp.  is  handling  the 
film  in  this  territory  for  Astor  Pictures,  na- 
tional distributors. 


Joan  Crawford  Starrer 
Hollywood — “Reflected  Glory,”  a play 
by  George  Kelly,  has  been  purchased  by 
Metro.  Joan  Crawford  will  star. 


Chicago — As  Boxoffice  had  predicted, 
the  government,  on  December  10,  wound 
up  their  lengthy  Chicago  anti-trust  suit 
against  Balaban  & Katz,  B&K  Manage- 
ment Co.  and  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc., 
when  Federal  Judge  Charles  E.  Woodward 
found  the  defendants  guilty  of  contempt 
of  court  and  fined  them  a total  of  $10,000. 
B&K  was  fined  $5,000  and  costs:  B&K 
Management  Co.,  $2,500  and  costs:  and 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  $2,500  and  costs. 
The  companies  had  entered  pleas  of  nolle 
contendre,  tantamount  to  guilty  pleas. 

Seven  producing  companies  were  ac- 
quitted. They  were:  Warner  Bros.  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  20th  Century-Fox,  RKO  Radio 
Pictures,  Inc.:  Universal  Pictures,  Inc.: 
Loew’s,  Inc.:  United  Artists  Pictures,  Inc., 
and  Vitagraph,  Inc. 

The  Chicago  decree  which  Federal  Judge 
Woodward  signed  now  concurs  with  the 
New  York  consent  decree  and  provides 
that  all  contracts  between  producers  and 
exhibitors  that  do  not  expire  by  Sept.  1, 
1941,  will  automatically  expire  at  that 
time. 

The  battle  to  break  up  the  exhibitor’s 
control  of  the  film  output  started  in  1928 
when  the  government  filed  criminal  in- 
formations under  the  Sherman  anti-trust 
act  against  the  exhibitoi’s.  In  1932  a 
consent  decree  was  entered  in  these  suits 
but  in  1938  contempt  charges  were  filed 
against  the  10  companies  and  Barney 
Balaban.  At  that  time  Judge  Woodward 
gave  the  matter  to  Special  Master  in 
Chancery  Edgar  Eldridge.  Eldridge  spent 
two  years  gathering  evidence  and  on  De- 
cember 2 made  a report  virtually  clearing 
the  exhibitors  of  charges.  However,  as 
expected.  Judge  Woodward  entered  his  de- 
cree last  Tuesday  contrary  with  the  gen- 
eral tenor  of  the  report. 

The  case  was  presented  for  the  govern- 
ment by  Robert  Wright  and  Seymour  Si- 
mon. The  legal  firm  of  Kirkland,  Flem- 
ing, Green,  Martin  & Ellis  handled  the 
case  for  B&K  and  Paramount. 


Five  Muncie  Theatres 
Face  Suit  Over  Game 

Muncie,  Ind. — ^Five  of  the  principal 
Muncie  theatres  were  named  defendants 
in  a suit  filed  in  Delaware  circuit  court 
last  week  in  which  16-year-old  Mary  Eve- 
lyn Kerkondis  of  Muncie  demands  $2,000 
damages  and  an  injunction  against  the 
theatres  operating  on  Sundays  and  holi- 
days. 

Her  grievance  dated  to  the  night  of  No- 
vember 19  when  she  says  she  held  a num- 
ber that  won  the  grand  prize  of  a member- 
ship lottery  conducted  by  the  theatres.  She 
says  they  called  her  to  the  stage,  asked 
her  name  and  age  and  then  informed  her 
that  because  she  was  not  18  years  old,  as 
the  contest  rules  stated,  she  could  not  be 
awarded  the  prize.  She  says  she  was  thus 
subjected  to  “embarrassment,  shock  and 
humiliation”  before  a large  audience. 

Counsel  for  Miss  Kerkondis  contends 
anyone  who  paid  an  adult  admission  was 
eligible  for  the  prize. 


Co-Star  Montgomery  and  Bergman 

Hollywood — Robert  Montgomery  and 
Ingrid  Bergman  will  be  co-starred  in 
M-G-M’s  “Rage  in  Heaven.”  Robert  Sin- 
clair will  direct. 
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SPRINGFIELD 


UA's  Central  All-Americans — 

All  set  to  go  even  further  is  the  central  district  leading  team  in  the  company 
sales  drive.  Challenging  all  comers,  the  St.  Louis  team  above  is  under  the 
generalship  of  Captain  Goldhar,  as  are  other  central  branches.  Greig  is  sales- 
man for  Missouri,  Tennessee  and  Arkansas;  Ben  Robins  is  St.  Louis  sales 
manager;  Eddie  Ashkins  is  city  salesman,  and  Ray  Wylie  covers  Illinois. 


■^ISITORS:  Harry  Van  Noy,  Paramount, 
Anderson;  Hobart  Hart,  Cort,  Auburn; 
Art  Clark,  Indiana,  Bloomington;  L.  T. 
Moore,  Orpheum,  Mitchell;  W.  L.  Passen, 
Amuseu,  Jason ville;  Joe  Schilling,  Audi- 
torium, Connersville;  Mrs.  Ethel  Luckett, 
Indiana,  Scottsburg;  Walter  Easley,  Ti’ee, 
Greensburg;  Trueman  Rembusch,  Artcraft, 
Franklin;  J.  B.  Sconce,  Playhouse,  Edin- 
burg; Max  Page,  State,  Greenfield;  Wally 
Furnas,  Browny,  Brownsburg;  Mrs.  Janet 
Prewitt,  Prewitt,  Plainfield;  A.  B.  Thomp- 
son, Park,  North  Vernon;  Harold  Neese, 
Beverly,  Brazil;  Dick  Vlastos,  Fowler,  Fow- 
ler; Douglas  Haney,  Albion,  Albion;  Alex 
Kalafat,  Gala,  Garrett;  John  Doerr,  Al- 
liance Theatres,  Chicago. 

More  visitors:  E.  K.  Crouch,  Palace, 
Fairmount;  Robert  Hudson,  Tivoli,  Rich- 
mond; Roy  E.  Harrold,  Princess,  Rush- 
ville;  Sam  W.  Neall,  Sipe,  Kokomo;  Billy 
Connors,  Indiana,  Marion;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  J.  Haney,  Milan,  Milan;  Ferd  Nessel, 
State,  Anderson;  Howard  F.  Murphy,  Art- 
craft,  Franklin;  John  M.  Dixon,  Flora, 
Flora:  Roy  Kalver,  Adams,  Decatur;  H.  H. 
Johnson.  Madison,  Madison;  Mrs.  Hilda  P. 
Long,  Hippodrome,  Sheridan;  R.  G.  Bran- 
son, Strand,  Shelbyville;  Howard  L.  Har- 
gis, Rio,  Rockport;  H.  Lisle  Krieghbaum, 
Char-Bell.  Rochester;  Frank  M.  Carroll, 
Orleans,  Orlea7is;  P.  H.  Dickson,  Eagles, 
Wabash:  Joe  Bertotti,  Columbia,  Clinton; 
A.  McCarty,  Roxy,  Pendleton;  Ralph  Boots, 
Riley,  Greenfield;  G.  E.  Lancaster,  Tivoli, 
Huntington. 

Marc  Wolf,  general  manager  of  Theatri- 
cal Manager’s,  Inc.,  also  convention  chair- 
man of  the  recent  ATOI  convention,  ar- 
ranged for  a gag  at  the  trade  banquet 
that  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all.  Marc 
had  a Chinese  boy  who  is  a student  at 
Butler  University  sit  on  the  rostrum  with 
him  and  after  a few  of  the  speakers  had 
given  their  addresses,  introduced  the  lad 
as  a representative  from  China.  The  fel- 
low got  up  and  spoke  several  minutes  in 
Chinese  and  then  sat  down.  Abram  F. 
Myers  who  was  called  on  soon  after  said 
he  would  like  to  thank  the  Chinese  boy  for 
his  marvelously  clear  interpretation  of  the 
consent  decree,  which  of  course,  brought 
the  house  down. 

Workmen  last  week  started  dismantling 
the  marquee  of  the  Emerson  preparatory 
to  putting  on  a new  front  and  marquee. 
Reconstruction  should  be  finished  in  about 


two  weeks,  and  in  the  meantime  business 
goes  on  as  usual.  The  Emerson  is  one  of 
the  Cantor  houses  . . . C.  E.  McConaughy, 
operator  of  the  Dream  Theatre,  will  hold 
two  food  shows,  one  Monday,  December  16 
and  the  other  Monday,  December  23,  both 
at  4 p.  m.  . . . Charles  Tamler  at  the  Gar- 
field will  have  a canned  food  show  Satur- 
day, December  21  at  10;  30  a.  m.  and  on 
the  same  Saturday  Glenn  Schnarr,  opera- 
tor of  the  Daisy,  will  have  his  food  show 
at  1 p.  TO. 

A1  Wingate,  manager  of  the  Old  Trails 
Theatre,  Mickleyville,  will  have  a free  show 
for  both  boys  and  girls  prior  to  Christmas 
. . . “Here  Comes  the  Navy,”  a Warner  re- 
issue, is  doing  very  well  at  the  Apollo  this 
week.  Carl  Niesse,  who  was  manager  of  the 
Indiana  at  the  time  it  first  played  in  In- 
dianapolis, recalls  that  it  grossed  the  top 
receipts  for  that  theatre  in  1935  . . . Ar- 
rangements are  being  made  at  the  Cantor 
Neighborhood  Theatres  for  their  armual 
yuletide  event,  the  annual  canned  food 
shows  to  be  held  Monday  morning,  Decem- 
ber 23  at  the  Rivoli,  Emerson,  Esquire  and 
Sheridan  theatres  . . . Bill  Mcllwain,  Lyric 
Theatre  manager,  is  wearing  dark  glasses 
these  days  to  cover  up  a “shiner”  received 
in  a scuffle  with  a prowler  in  his  home 
last  week. 

Charles  Doads,  manager  of  the  Irving, 
announces  a new  serial  for  showings  at 
Saturday  matinees  when  comic  books  will 
be  given  the  children  . . . Charles  Boasberg, 
district  manager,  was  a visitor  to  the  RKO 
exchange  . . . Bernie  Zeeman,  assistant 
manager  of  exchanges  for  Columbia,  was 
here  on  his  annual  tour  of  the  company’s 
branch  offices. 

Mary  Lou  Lindesmith,  biller  at  Colum- 
bia, has  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by 
Louise  Munson  . . . William  Feighner, 
salesman  at  National  Theatre  Supply,  re- 
signed to  accept  a post  in  Evansville.  Ross 
Young  of  the  company’s  home  office  in 
New  York  succeeds  him  . . . Dorothy  Rob- 
bins was  in  charge  of  the  entertainment 
for  the  annual  Christmas  dinner  and  party 
of  the  Warner  Club. 

L.  Ward  Farrar,  manager  of  Loew’s 
Theatre,  announces  a change  in  their  per- 
sonnel. Joseph  Holloran,  who  has  been 
with  the  company  for  more  than  two  years, 
has  been  transferred  to  Kansas  City  and 
is  succeeded  here  by  James  Dixon,  a vet- 
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M A.  Kirkhart,  owner  of  the  Vogue  at 
Lincoln,  111.,  and  president  of  the  Re- 
tail Merchants  Ass’n,  paid  off  a tardy 
election  bet  by  wheeling  Dr.  C.  Robert 
Fults  of  Springfield  around  the  city 
square  in  a wheelbarrow.  Kirkhart  bet 
on  Harry  Hershey  for  governor — and  lost 
. . . Harry  Hines,  “U”  branch  manager, 
and  Joe  Sarfaty,  salesman,  and  Ben 
Rheingold,  branch  manager  for  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, attended  the  Shrine  Ceremonial 
here. 

Max  Tschauder,  manager  of  the  Roxy, 
amiomices  that  the  road  show,  “Tobacco 
Road,’’  is  headed  for  another  sellout  when 
it  is  scheduled  for  his  theatre  for  a third 
time  . . . Herbie  Kay  and  his  orchestra 
attracted  a near-capacity  crowd  at  the 
Orpheum  during  a one-day  engagement 
. . . Ray  DuHamel,  usher  at  the  Strand, 
in  his  spare  time  is  a varsity  basketball 
player  aiid  honor  student  at  Springfield 
Jwiior  College. 

The  Strand-Senate  basketball  team  is 
headed  for  a busy  week,  playing  the  Ma- 
son City  Indies,  Monday;  Bradley  fresh- 
men as  a curtain  raiser  to  the  Bradley- 
lowa  State  game  Saturday:  and  a pre- 
liminary to  the  Globe-Trotters  with  Shef- 
fler’s  all-stars,  Sunday  . . . The  Illinois 
State  Journal  has  inaugurated  a new  pol- 
icy of  combining  its  radio  news  with  new 
screen  features  supplied  by  Esquire  Fea- 
tures, Inc.,  Chicago,  consisting  of  candid 
camera  shots  of  stars,  studio  gossip  and 
film  reviews. 

Max  Tschauder,  as  a member  of  the 
local  Lions  Club,  helped  entertain  the 
Sprmgfield  High  School  football  players 
at  a banquet  . . . C.  C.  Murray,  manager 
of  the  Fox-Lincoln,  who  used  to  be  a 
detective  on  the  Wichita,  Kas.,  police  force, 
set  a record  for  picking  football  winners 
this  fall.  He  picked  three  cards  of  nine 
ivinners  in  ten  games.  Murray  says  he 
hopes  to  get  a perfect  score  next  season, 
and  collect  for  a change. 

Bill  Crouch,  UTOI  executive  secretary, 
is  back  in  Springfield  after  a trip  aroimd 
the  western  part  of  the  state  . . . Ed- 
ward Hahn  jr.  has  put  a new  fluorescent 
carpet  in  his  Palace  in  Elmhurst,  111.  . . . 
Business  for  the  “horror”  midnight  show 
at  the  Esquire  in  Davenport,  la.,  was  a 
sellout  and  overflow  crowds  were  taken 
care  of  at  the  Capitol. 

M.  F.  Bodwell,  owner  of  the  Paramount 
at  Wyoming,  III.,  is  a recent  addition  to 
the  ranks  of  the  United  Theatre  Owners 
of  Illinois,  President  Edward  G.  Zorn  an- 
nounces . . . J.  A.  Weece,  manager  of  the 
Galva,  Galva,  III.,  has  been  laid  up  with 
the  flu. 


eran  of  nine  years,  to  act  as  assistant 
manager. 

Claude  Allison,  manager  of  Olson’s 
Strand,  is  back  in  the  news  again.  This 
time  with  a new  idea  for  his  patrons. 
Claude  has  arranged  for  Hall  Messick, 
amateur  photographer  and  by  the  way  a 
very  loyal  Strand  patron,  to  snap  pictures 
of  25  persons  who  come  to  the  theatre. 
Then  he  will  run  home  and  do  the  de- 
veloping and  printing  ‘ in  time  to  present 
the  pictures  to  the  subjects  when  they 
leave  the  theatre  two  and  one-half  hours 
later:  there  will  be  no  cost  to  the  patrons 
for  the  pictures,  which  will  be  suitably 
mounted. 
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WEADING  EAST:  Jack  Benny,  "M^y 
Livingstone,  Phil  Harris  and  Mary  Kel- 
ly paused  here  last  Wednesday  en  route 
to  New  York  for  premiere  of  “Love  Thy 
Neighbor.”  Mrs.  Henry  Fonda,  who  was 
on  the  same  train,  was  en  route  to  New 
York  to  join  her  husband  . . . Errol  Flynn 
came  through  by  air  en  route  to  Cleveland 
to  attend  a press  affair.  Then  through 
town  again  on  train  heading  westward  to 
attend  the  premiere  of  his  new  Warner 
picture,  “Santa  Pe  Trail.” 

Lee  Tracy  headed  a legit  company, 
“Every  Man  for  Himself,”  which  came 
through  here  en  route  to  Hew  York  after 
opening  in  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.,  where 
the  show  played  two  weeks.  Tracy  said  he 
hoped  he  could  bring  the  play  to  Chicago 
later  in  the  season.  Peter  Keenan,  man- 
ager of  the  company,  accompanied  the 
troupe  . . . Linda  Darnell  heading  east. 

Westward  ho:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Burns, 
Priscilla  Lane,  Ken  Murray  and  Irvin 
Cobb — all  on  Santa  Pe  Chief  . . . Frank 
McHugh  and  Lois  Andrews  happened  to 
be  on  the  same  Stratoliner  which  came 
through  Chicago  en  route  to  Hollywood. 

Mischa  Auer  appeared  on  Boxoffice 
radio  program  last  Sunday.  Bob  Hawk 
was  tentatively  scheduled  to  appear  as 
guest  December  15  and  Louise  Campbell 
and  hubby  Horace  MacMahon  definitely 
set  for  December  22.  Program,  conducted 
by  Boxoffice  central  editor,  Hal  Tate,  is 
heard  every  Sunday  at  1:00  p.  m.  over 
WAAF.  Joy  Candy  Shoppes  foots  the  bills. 

Monroe  Rubinger,  Warner  publicist  here, 
went  to  Santa  Pe  for  premiere.  Then  goes 
to  Hollywood.  Plans  on  spending  Xmas 
holidays  in  New  York,  his  home  town. 
Monroe  just  finished  writing  a song,  and 
hopes  that  his  good  friend,  Nan  Wynn, 
will  introduce  it  in  New  York. 

Van  Nomikos  announces  that  Ahepa, 
Greek  organization,  has  pledged  to  raise 
one-third  of  the  $10,000,000  fund  for 
Greek  war  relief.  Van  is  president  of 
Ahepa,  which  is  American  Hellenic  Edu- 
cational Progressive  Association,  with  a 
total  membership  of  about  50,000  Greek- 
Americans  in  400  chapters. 

Press  had  “Borscht  with  Boris”  (Boris 
Morros)  at  the  Yar,  Russian  restaurant. 
Morros’  “Second  Chorus”  was  previewed 
at  the  Yar  . . . Manny  Goodman  of  Hol- 
lywood Advertising  Co.  is  now  in  Florida. 

Legit  notes:  What’s  all  the  fuss  about 
Sunday  shows  in  New  York?  We’ve  had 
them  here  for  months  and  months  . . . 
Lee  Mason  is  in  town  doing  advance  pub- 
licity on  “Pins  and  Needles”  which  opens 
here  at  the  Studebaker  Tuesday.  Leon 
Peters  is  company  manager.  “P  and  N”  are 
trying  experiment — a buck  top  for  all  per- 
formances excepting  Saturday,  Sunday  and 
holiday  evenings  when  $1.50  price  will  pre- 
vail. Those  prices  won’t  do  local  exhibi- 
tors any  good  . . . Ruth  Gordon  here  in 
comedy,  “Here  Today,”  at  the  Selwyn  . . . 
“Meet  the  People”  doing  such  good  business 
that  they’re  keeping  it  here  till  Decem- 
ber 22.  Show  will  open  Xmas  in  New 
York. 

Known  for  his  unusual  knack  in  letter- 
writing  is  Irving  Mack  of  Filmack  Trailer. 
One  of  his  choicest  has  been  duly  recog- 
nized, by  reprinting,  in  a new  book  on 
letters  entitled  “Goodwill  Letters  That 
Build  Business.” 


Take  Hand  in  Enforcing 
Anti-Gambling  Laws 


Milwaukee  — Women’s  and  church 
groups  here  have  taken  a hand  in  an  ef- 
fort to  secure  enforcement  of  laws  out- 
lawing gambling  and  Bingo  in  Milwaukee 
county. 

There  is  currently  pending  in  the  cir- 
cuit court  here  an  action  by  Charles  W. 
Trampe,  local  exhibitor  and  distributor,  to 
restrain  the  American  Luther  Ass’n  from 
conducting  Bingo.  Trampe  was  successful 
in  securing  an  injunction  against  the  Bahn 
Prei  hall  here,  but  the  hall  has  since  been 
leased  by  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic drum  corps,  which  is  conducting  Bingo 
games  in  defiance  of  the  injunction. 

B.  J.  Miller,  counsel  for  Trampe,  has 
indicated  he  expects  to  take  no  further 
action  in  the  Bahn  Pi'ei  hall  case,  declar- 
ing that  “if  anything  further  is  done,  it 
should  come  from  those  in  charge  of  en- 
forcing the  law.” 


Indianapolis  Barkers  Set 
For  Election  Banquet 

Indianapolis — ^Tent  No.  10  of  Variety 
Club  is  looking  forward  to  December  13 
when  they  were  to  hold  a banquet  for  in- 
stallation of  new  officers.  Bob  O’Donnell  of 
Texas  and  Johnny  Harris,  National  Chief 
Barker  of  Pittsburgh  are  expected  to  at- 
tend. 


h 

: RACINE  : 


QTAGE  attractions  are  making  a come- 
back in  Racine,  and  although  the  re- 
.sponse  has  been  nothing  tremendous  as 
far  as  boxoffice  returns  go.  several  man- 
aeers  have  booked  future  attractions.  Pox 
Midwesco’s  Uptown  started  the  parade  with 
the  performances,  matinee  and  night,  of 
“Tobacco  Road”  with  John  Barton  and 
“The  Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner”  with 
Taylor  Holmes. 

Meeting  last  week,  the  Better  Films 
League  of  Racine  voted  on  the  ten  best 
pictures  of  1940.  Ratings  of  pictures  are 
posted  by  the  league  in  schools  and  other 
places  of  prominence  throughout  the  city; 
a list  is  also  available  for  persons  calling 
the  YWCA.  At  last  week’s  meeting,  man- 
agers donated  20  or  more  passes  which 
were  given  as  special  prizes  to  members  at- 
tending. 

Marcel  Brazee  left  Racine  Monday  to 
take  up  his  new  duties  as  district  manager 
of  Warner  theatres  in  Wisconsin.  He  will 
be  stationed  at  Milwaukee,  succeeding  Jack 
Keegan,  who  comes  to  Racine  as  manager 
of  Warner’s  Venetian. 

Every  theatre  in  Racine  will  be  filled  to 
capacity  the  morning  of  Saturday,  Decem- 
ber 21,  when  a city-wide  Christmas  party 
is  given  for  children  of  the  community. 
Special  programs  for  the  children — 12,000 
in  number — will  be  given  at  each  theatre, 
where  gifts  and  candy  will  be  distributed. 

James  Melton  sang  in  Racine  as  guest 
artist  with  the  Racine  Symphony.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  regular  program  numbers, 
Melton  responded  with  seven  encores  . . . 
Annual  minstrel  show  of  the  Kiwanis  Club 
was  given  at  the  Venetian  before  a ca- 
pacity house.  Two  professional  acts  were 
included. 


: QUICKIES  ; 

By  HAL  TATE 

COMBINING  the  two  pictures  that 
played  at  the  Palace  Theatre,  Chicago, 
last  week  we  have:  Seven  Sinners  Dream- 
ing Out  Loud. 


Recent  trade  paper  headline:  “FRANK 
LLOYD  WANTS  LORETTA  YOUNG.”  . . . 
Can  we  blame  Pi’ank? 


The  theatre  owners  who  hail  from 
Greece  are  certainly  helping  put  the  Ital- 
ians on  the  pan. 


Cleverest  mailing  piece  seen  in  many  a 
moon  was  handiwork  of  Archie  Herzoff 
of  B&K  publicity  dept.  The  invite  started 
off  with:  “Drive  up  in  your  Droshky  and 
have  Borscht  with  Boris.”  Occasion  was 
a “triple-feature” — cocktail  party,  dinner 
and  preview  of  Morros’  “Second  Chorus” 
held  last  week  at  the  Yar,  popular  Rus- 
sian restaurant  in  Chicago. 


By  naming  their  pictures  after  popu- 
lar song  titles,  Universal  is  undoubtedly 
aiming  at  the  sweet  music  made  by  the 
steady  ringing  of  cash  registers. 


Could  you  call  the  fight  between  ASCAP 
and  BMI  an  INITIAL  battle? 


With  “North  West  Mounted  Police”  pil- 
ing up  terrific  grosses  it  seems  that  the 
phrase,  “the  De  Mille  touch”  should  be 
changed  to  “the  Midas  touch.” 


Wonder  if  the  fact  that  directors  are 
continually  yelling,  “Cut,”  has  anything  to 
do  with  the  recent  wave  of  movie  stars 
bobbing  their  noses. 


Lowell  Moore's  Brother  Dies 
Mitchell,  Ind. — Lowell  T.  Moore,  opera- 
tor of  the  Orpheum,  received  word  last 
week  of  the  death  of  his  brother,  Egbert, 
62  years  old,  at  his  home  in  Gary. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

■ A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor—— 

CHICAGO 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


White  Way  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


THEATRICAL 
L PRINTING  ' 
[ OF  EVERY 
DESCRIPTION 
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Bowling  Notes 


Chicago — Despite  the  loss  of  two  out  of 
three  games  to  the  Paramount  quintet, 
20th  Century-Fox  maintained  its  lead  in 
the  Chicago  Filmrow  Bowling  League. 

Three  teams  are  tied  for  second  place, 
each  one  having  won  16  and  lost  14.  Five 
leading  bowlers  are:  Abe  Fisher,  Fox,  179; 
John  Knaffle,  United  Artists,  175;  Mel 
Ogren,  Universal,  173;  Henry  Porter,  Na- 
tional Screen,  173,  and  Fred  Hanzelin, 
Metro,  172. 

Paramount  took  over  the  leadership  in 
single  high  game,  rolling  a 953.  Repub- 
lic is  second  with  947.  Metro  holds  high 
series  with  2,641  and  Paramount  is  second 
with  2,632.  High  individual  scoring  honors 
go  to  Fahey  with  242.  Porter  and  Dreyfuss 
hold  second  place  honors  with  233.  High 
series  is  held  by  Mel  Ogren  with  Abe 
Fisher  second  with  595.  The  standings: 


Team — 

Won 

Lost 

20th  Century-Fox  

IS 

Hi 

14 

Paramount  

14 

I'liited  Artists  

Hi 

14 

National  Screen 

15 

15 

Hepiiblic 

17 

Universal 

13 

17 

Film  Truck 

13 

17 

Chicago — At  the  end  of  the  13th  week, 
the  Grove  five  is  in  first  place  in  the 
Warner  Bros.  Bowling  League  with  the 
Yannigans  trailing  a game  behind.  Lead- 
ing scorers  are:  T.  Turrell,  180;  Ayers, 
180;  Jones,  179;  Graf,  177,  and  Busch, 
177.  The  standings; 


Team — 

M on 

Tost 

25 

14 

Yannifjans  

24 

15 

23 

10 

Avalon  Cubs  

23 

16 

Capitol 

•>•> 

17 

Hammond  

17 

Stratford 

18 

1000  Pounders  

21 

18 

19 

20 

Ogden  

18 

21 

('osmo 

23 

Beacons  14  25 

Jeffery  13  26 

Five  Stars  12  27 


Chicago — By  making  a clean  sweep  of 
the  three-game  series  with  the  Film  five, 
Price-Waterhouse  continued  its  terrific 
pace  in  the  B&K-Office  Bowling  League. 
Leading  scorers  are:  Carlson,  Price-Water- 
house. 180;  Pipher,  Television,  174;  De 
Tamble,  Price-Waterhouse,  171;  Louis, 
B.  F.  Lindheimer,  166,  and  Swanson,  Price- 
Waterhouse,  165.  The  standings; 


Team — 

Won 

Tost 

Price- WaterhiHise 

22 

8 

Television  

12 

Hooking: 

14 

16 

B.  F.  Findheimer 

13 

17 

Film  ....  

12 

18 

Advertising  

18 

Chicago — Though  losing  two  out  of 
three  to  the  State-Lake  No.  2 quintet,  the 
Belmont  boys  retained  their  lead  in  the 
B&K-Theatre  Section  Bowling  League. 
Leading  scorers:  Hansen,  176;  John,  176; 
Potter,  174;  Jalas,  174,  and  Katz,  172.  The 
standings; 


Team — 

Won 

l.ost 

Belmont  

22 

8 

Chicago  No.  1 . . . 

21 

9 

North-Side  

10 

State-Fake  No.  1 

10 

State-Fake  No.  2 

17 

13 

Chicago  No.  2.  .. 

12 

18 

West  Side  

11 

19 

Northwest  No.  2. 

11 

19 

Chicago  No.  3 

10 

20 

Northwest  No.  1 

0 

24 

Chicago — By 

taking 

all  three 

games 

from  the  Kays, 

the  Bees 

went  way 

ahead 

in  the  B&K  Women’s 

League.  Leading 

scorers  are:  Marian  McEmeany,  Bees,  147; 

Joanne  Abraham,  Kays, 

129,  and 

Louise 

Pedersen,  Kays, 

125.  The 

standings: 

Team — 

Won 

Cost 

Bees 

17 

10 

Kays  10  17 


^HE  results  of  Walter  Wanger’s  $50,000- 
plus  experiment  with  artists  in  connec- 
tion with  his  “Long  Voyage  Home”  are 
on  display  at  the  City  Art  Museum  in 
Forest  Park.  The  display  is  making  for 
splendid  exploitation  prior  to  the  film’s 
opening  here  late  this  week.  About  half 
of  the  paintings  show  some  dramatic  in- 
cident from  the  production.  The  others  are 
portraits  of  the  actors. 

The  Ambassador  tilted  its  scale  upward 
10  cents  for  “North  West  Mounted  Police’’ 
. . . Andy  Dietz,  formerly  branch  manager 
here  for  Gaumont  British,  has  acquired 
the  St.  Louis  territory  franchise  for  PRC 
. . . Harry  Lohrum,  who  died  recently  in 
Glendale,  Cal.,  once  managed  the  Hippo- 
drome on  Sixth  near  Market  Street  for 
the  late  Frank  Talbot  . . . Republic’s 
“Barnyard  Follies’’  was  given  a private 
showing  here  at  the  RKO  projection  room. 

Barney  Rosenthal,  former  local  exchange 
manager,  was  a Filmrow  visitor.  He  is  now 
located  in  Waterloo,  la.,  where  he  is  in- 
terested in  the  Iowa  Theatre  with  his 
brother,  Lou.  His  nephew,  Nate  Rosenthal, 
manages  the  house. 

Jimmy  Gately,  Republic  booker,  was 
bedded  a day  by  the  grippe  . . . Frank 
Goldman,  Jam  Handy  executive,  illustrated 
a talk  on  “Showmanship  in  Selling”  before 
the  Advertising  Club  with  Technicolor 
motion  pictures. 


A Second  Newsreel  House 
For  Chicago  by  January 

Chicago — Chicago’s  second  newsreel  the- 
atre, to  be  called  “Today,”  will  open  about 
mid-January,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment made  recently  by  Richard  Beck, 
owner.  The  new  house,  which  will  seat 
325  persons,  will  be  located  in  the  heart 
of  Chicago’s  loop,  at  Madison  and  Dear- 
born Streets,  about  four  blocks  from  Chi- 
cago’s only  other  newsreel  house,  the 
Telenews.  Similar  to  the  latter  house, 
which  seats  some  600  people,  the  new  the- 
atre will  run  hour-long  shows. 

Personnel  of  “Today,”  from  door-girl  to 
usherettes,  will  be  feminine.  Each  girl 
hired  will  be  imder  a year’s  contract  at 
better  than  average  wages.  The  seats  for 
the  new  house  are  so  arranged  that  pa- 
trons will  have  plenty  of  room.  Rows  will 
be  wider  than  in  any  other  house  in  the 
country  and  the  seats  and  chair  side- 
arms  will  be  of  air-foam  rubber.  The  last 
five  rows  of  chairs  will  be  terraced  with 
ample  space  for  passing.  Seats  will  be 
the  slide-back  type. 

Fluorescent  lighting  will  be  used  on  the 
exterior — which  is  an  innovation.  The 
interior  will  be  lighted  with  black  light 
ultra-violet  rays.  The  theatre  was  de- 
signed by  David  Chapman,  industrial  de- 
signer, in  cooperation  with  Loewenberg 
& Loewenberg,  architects. 


Assign  Alexander  Hall 
Hollywood — Alexander  Hall  will  direct 
“Bedtime  Story”  for  Producer  B.  P.  Schul- 
berg  at  Columbia. 


piLM  STARS  were  house  guests  of  local 

folks  during  recent  local  engagements. 
Among  these  were  Mischa  Auer  and  John 
Boles,  who  were  playing  the  Riverside; 
Katharine  Hepburn,  playing  the  Pabst  and 
Eddie  Dowling  and  Julie  Haydon,  also  ap- 
pearing at  the  latter  theatre. 

Wayne  Kirnan,  formerly  of  West  Allis, 
is  the  new  manager  of  Fox’s  World,  south 
side  nabe  house  . . . Tom  Riley,  former 
manager  of  Warner-Saxe’s  Granada,  has 
been  named  manager  of  Silliman’s  Avalon 
succeeding  Jack  Fenny,  who  has  entered 
the  manufacturing  business.  Both  are 
south  side  nabe  houses. 

J.  P.  Adler,  head  of  the  Adler  Theatre 
Co.,  operating  several  houses  around  the 
state,  began  his  33rd  year  in  the  enter- 
tainment field  early  in  December. 

Malcolm  Parks,  an  employe  of  the 
Packer  Theatre,  Green  Bay,  was  married 
recently  to  Caryl  Clark  . . . Roland  Blanke- 
meier,  Sheboygan  projectionist,  was  wed 
recently  to  Miss  Mildred  Scherer,  Mil- 
waukee. 

Fox’s  Strand  here  has  dipped  its  weekly 
kiddie  admission  price  from  15  to  10  cents 
. . . Leonard  A.  Dorece,  associated  with  his 
father,  Steve,  in  the  operation  of  the 
Crown  at  Racine,  was  married  recently  to 
Miss  Mini  Schafer. 

The  Eastwood  at  Madison  last  week  fea- 
tured a two-hour  program  of  all  shorts 
on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  . . : 
T.  G.  Melvin,  for  14  years  a special  agent 
of  the  FBI,  addressed  the  Sheboygan 
County  Better  Films  council  last  week  at 
the  Rex  Theatre  on  “The  Work  and  Func- 
tions of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investiga- 
tion.” 

Gene  Kilburg,  manager  of  Fox’s  Wis- 
consin, mailed  penny  post  cards  to  film 
fans  as  a plug  for  “The  Philadelphia 
Story.” 

Mischa  Auer  and  John  Boles,  in  connec- 
tion with  their  appearance  at  the  River- 
side, did  some  posing  as  Christmas  shop- 
pers with  the  pictures  used  in  newspaper 
advertising  of  Gimbel  Bros.  The  latter’s 
store  is  located  directly  across  the  street 
from  the  Riverside. 


Investigating  Stench 
Bombing  of  Osage 

Kirkwood,  Mo. — The  sheriff’s  office  at 
Clayton  is  conducting  an  investigation  into 
the  stench  bombing  of  the  Osage  here. 

About  600  patrons  were  driven  into  the 
street  after  a quart  bottle  of  stench  fluid 
was  smashed  inside  the  house.  The  man 
who  dropped  the  bomb  hurriedly  depart- 
ed from  the  house.  The  bottle  was  wrap- 
ped in  cloth  and  paper. 

The  theatre,  located  at  338  South  Kirk- 
wood road,  has  700  seats.  It  is  operated 
by  H.  Wendt.  It  is  being  picketed  by 
members  of  lATSE  Local  143.  The  con- 
troversy revolves  around  union  demands 
for  two  projectionists  instead  of  the  one 
now  being  employed. 


Overwhelmingly  Olivia 

Evanston,  III. — By  an  overwhelming 
vote,  members  of  Phi  Epsilon  Pi  fraternity 
of  Northwestern  University  selected  Olivia 
de  Havilland  as  “the  girl  we  would  rather 
have  a date  with  more  than  anyone  else  on 
New  Year’s  Eve.” 
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DIES  MICIMIES 


KMTA  to  Analyze  Decree  at 
Meeting  on  December  1 7 


T)EAR  Santa  Emil  Franke;  Now  please 
^ don’t  think  we’re  hinting  for  you  to 
buy  Bob  Hildreth  a new  smock  for  Christ- 
mas. Saints  forbid!  We  wouldn’t  think 
of  such  a thing.  But  we  do  drop  in  to 
see  Bob  often,  and  that  dirty  old  brindle- 
colored  smock  he  wears  is  SO  untidy  . . . 
and  about  every  time  we  drop  in  and 
shudder  at  that  paint-smeared  rag.  Bob 
seems  to  be  working  on  Orpheum  Theatre 
razzle-dazzle,  so  naturally  we  just  think 
of  you  right  away.  A new  one  costs  exact- 
ly $3.85  (not  that  we  think  YOU  ought 
to  do  a single  thing  about  it,  my  NO!). 
It’s  less  than  11  days  ’til  Christmas,  Emil. 

Overheard:  Frances  Kappler  calling 
Jean  Post,  and  Dot  saying  NO!  Lyle 
( Adonis- Bathasweet)  Wright  and  Dick 
Kappler  were  picking  up  two  little  cubes 
with  white  spots  on  them  and  then  throw- 
ing them  down  again  . . . every  now  and 
then  one  of  ’em  would  yell  “snake  eyes!” 
or  something  equally  beside  the  point  . . . 
Dick  claimed  Boxoffice  was  hringmg  him 
bad  luck  and  asked  her  to  leave,  which 
she  did.  Now  what  in  the  name  of  sense 
do  you  ’spose  them  boys  is  up  to?  We 
can’t  fathom  such  goings  on. 

At  the  request  of  Franz  Greenland,  we 
wish  to  make  (in  bold  type,  please,  Mr. 
Editor)  a slight  correction  in  our  item 
of  several  weeks  ago — it  seems  we  failed 
to  make  clear  that  ONLY  POSTERS  will 
be  distributed  from  the  Omaha  branch  of 
NSS-NAA-AAI,  which  will  make  it  a 
branch  of  NATIONAL  ADVERTISING 
ACCESSORIES  ONLY  when  it  begins 
operations  (how’d  we  do,  Franz?). 

That  was  a very  kittenish  party  Iowa 
Film  had,  judging  from  what  went  on  ..  . 
Wolf  got  to  playing  with  the  scissors  and 
cut  off  Sy  Harlan’s  tie  . . . Sy  retaliated 
by  removing  Wolf’s  shirt  without  taking 
off  his  coat  or  vest  . . . G.  Ralph  Branton 
and  Art  Stolte  were  there  and  for  the 
most  part,  managed  to  keep  their  shirts 
on,  we  understand. 

Efforts  to  bring  Anna  Neagle  here  for 
a Bundles  for  Britain  party,  December  27, 
fell  through  because  Anna  is  booked  to 
broadcast  with  Kate  Smith  in  New  York 
that  night  and  nobody  could  be  found 
with  10,000  spare  dollars  to  underwrite 
the  cost  of  bringing  the  entire  air  show 
to  DM  . . . However  RKO  underwrote  a 
12-minute  telephone  call  from  NY  to  Ken 
Clayton  by  which  the  soft-voiced  S.  Bar- 
ret McCormick  explained  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  concerned  . . . S.  Barret  re- 
peated his  promise  to  drop  off  one  of  these 
days  en  route  to  Hollywood  and  get  some 
good  off  that  red  table  cloth  he  gave  the 
Claytons  during  “Career”  . . . ya  eggs 
will  be  ready,  Mr.  McCormick. 

Eddie  Dunn’s  picking  up  the  horror  idea 
used  so  successfully  by  Hal  Sheridan  in 
Cedar  Rapids  and  is  making  it  a double 
dare  . . . He’s  offered  passes  to  all  who 
sit  through  a double  feature  horror  bill 
presented  as  a midnight  show  at  his  Para- 
mount Saturday,  December  14. 

Tri-States’  DD  negotiated  a little  ad- 
ditional newspaper  break  by  discovering 
that  Jeanette  MacDonald’s  sister  was  com- 
peting with  the  singing  star  here  . . . 
While  Jeanette  was  warbling  in  “Bitter 
Sweet”  at  the  Des  Moines,  her  sister  was 
the  blond  telephone  operator  in  “Dr.  Kil- 
dare’s Crisis”  at  the  next  door  Paramount. 

M-G-M  gets  the  break  on  the  Register 
magazine  section  cover  this  Sunday  with 
Norma  Shearer,  but  the  “humph”  bit  of 
art  that’s  making  people  talk  is  the  Carole 
Landis  picture  on  the  syndicated  maga- 
zine gossip  page. 


Jay  Means  Is  Again 
Elected  by  Barkers 


Kansas  City — Jay  Means,  who  operates 
the  Oak  Park  and  Bagdad,  has  been  re- 
elected chief  barker 
of  Variety.  Jerry 
Zigmond,  manager  of 
the  Newman,  is  first 
assistant  chief  bark- 
er, and  Ward  Scott, 
district  manager  for 
20th-Fox,  is  second 
assistant.  Arthur 
Cole,  Paramount,  was 
renamed  secretary. 
At  his  personal  in- 
sistence, Sam  Abend 
remained  off  the 
board  of  directors, 
and  Charley  Shafer, 
Fox  Midwest  Theatres,  Inc.,  was  elected 
treasurer.  Shafer  has  been  a staunch 
and  active  supporter  of  Variety  here,  and 
was  one  of  its  organizers.  Shafer  replaces 
Abend  on  the  board. 

Prank  Hensler,  branch  manager  for 
Metro,  was  elected  national  canvassman. 
Last  week  Means  and  R.  R.  Biechele, 
Osage,  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  were  elected 
delegates  to  the  national  convention,  with 
Bob  Withers,  Republic  Midwest,  and  H. 
J.  Griffith  of  H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres,  Inc., 
as  alternates. 

The  directorate:  Pinton  Jones,  Travel- 
ers Insurance  Company;  O.  K.  Mason  and 
C.  A.  Schultz,  Commonwealth  Theatres; 
George  Baker,  Baker  Enterprises;  Scott, 
Griffith,  Cole,  Withers,  Means,  Shafer 
and  Zigmond. 


Variety-^Star"  Bowling 
Tourney  Branches  Out 

Kansas  City — ^Up  for  intensive  cam- 
paigning by  Variety  Club  members  is  its 
annual  bowling  tournament  December  21- 
22,  which  this  year  has  been  expanded  in 
scope. 

Heretofore  held  in  two  alleys,  one  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  one  in  Kansas  City, 
Kas.,  this  year’s  edition  will  be  held  in  all 
the  alleys  that  are  members  of  the  Kan- 
sas City  Bowling  Ass’n.  Alley  managers 
are  participating,  both  with  prizes  and 
ticket  sales,  and  returns  are  expected  to 
double  previous  years’  efforts,  according 
to  Prank  Hensler,  manager  of  Metro  who 
is  again  in  charge  of  the  event. 

Fame  and  prestige  of  the  tournament 
has  spread  throughout  the  Greater  Kan- 
sas City  area  as  well  as  into  the  territory, 
and  its  list  of  backers  and  supporters  is 
constantly  growing,  Hensler  points  out. 
The  Kansas  City  Star,  as  in  the  past,  will 
be  co-sponsor  of  the  tournament. 

Alleys  participating:  Bradford-Thomp- 
son,  Clifford-Tessman,  Cocked  Hat,  Strat- 
ton-Baird,  Tierney-Wheat,  Waldo  Recrea- 
tion, Palace  Alleys,  North  Kansas  City  Al- 
leys, Plaza  Bowl,  Oak  Park,  S&S  Recrea- 
tion, Pla-Mor  and  Grindel-Lembke. 

To  develop  ticket  sales  and  accumulate 
prizes,  these  members  of  Variety  were 
named  by  Hensler  to  work  with  various  al- 
leys: C.  E.  Gregory,  Bradford-Thompson; 


Kansas  City — The  consent  decree,  which 
exhibitors  feel  will  change  radically  the 
marketing  of  films,  will  be  the  chief  topic 
of  discussion  when  the  Kansas-Missouri 
Theatres  Ass’n  meets  at  its  own  offices  on 
Filmrow  next  Tuesday,  December  17.  Just 
what  the  decree’s  effect  will  be  on  various 
types  of  operation  will  be  analyzed. 

At  least  one,  probably  two,  and  possibly 
three  outstanding  industry  men  will  ad- 
dress the  association,  including  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall, president  of  the  MPTOA;  H.  M. 
Richey,  director  of  exhibitor  relations  for 
Metro,  and  David  Palfreyman,  theatre 
contact  man  for  the  Hays  organization,  it 
is  announced  by  Frank  Cassil  of  the  Rialto, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  who  is  president  of  the 
KMTA. 

Also  up  for  thorough  treatment  will  be 
legislation,  which  will  be  a concern  of 
theatre  men  beginning  with  the  sessions  in 
Kansas  and  Missouri  in  January. 


Gillman  Drops  Esquire^ 
Ups  Claim  to  $120 MOO 

Minneapolis  — Charging  that  heavy 
losses  have  caused  him  to  turn  back  the 
Esquire  here  to  Bennie  Berger  (from 
whom  he  sub-let  and  purchased  it)  since 
the  filing  of  a trust  suit  against  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.  and  major  interests, 
Irving  Gillman  has  boosted  his  demands 
to  $120,000. 

Gillman  alleges  that  the  defendants  con- 
spired to  prevent  him  from  obtaining  suf- 
ficient and  satisfactory  product  to  operate 
the  house  profitably  and,  thus,  caused 
him  to  suffer  heavy  damages. 


Ingrid  and  Montgomery 

Hollywood — Metro  has  borrowed  In- 
grid Bergman  from  David  O.  Selznick  to 
co-star  with  Robert  Montgomery  in  James 
Hilton’s  “Rage  in  Heaven.”  Robert  Sin- 
clair will  direct. 


Jay  Means,  Clifford-Tessman;  Leon  Abra- 
ham, Cocked  Hat;  R.  R.  Biechele,  George 
Baker  and  Fred  Meyn,  Kansas  City,  Kas. 
alleys;  Walt  Lambader,  Pla-Mor;  Ward 
Scott,  Jack  Barnett  and  Charley  Shafer, 
Plaza  Bowl;  Nat  Hechtman,  Waldo  Recrea- 
tion; Bev  Miller,  S&S;  Jim  Lewis,  Tierney- 
Wheat,  and  Homer  Blackwell  with  the 
others. 

Alleys  are  reducing  bowling  fees  10  cents 
for  three  games  for  the  tournament. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  get  bowling 
leagues  to  participate  as  groups,  and  Va- 
riety will  give  a screening  of  a new  pic- 
ture to  members  of  the  leagues  with  the 
largest  percentage  participating  in  the 
tourney.  A trailer  on  bowling  will  be 
shown  the  10  days  preceding  the  tourna- 
ment by  Greater  Kansas  City  theatres. 
About  80  per  cent  of  the  participants,  it  is 
estimated,  will  get  prizes. 

Members  of  the  bowling  association  at- 
tended the  Variety  luncheon,  December  9, 
and  will  attend  another  joint  meeting 
sometime  before  the  tournament. 

A farewell  dinner  was  given  Joe  Man- 
fre,  manager  of  Paramount,  who  goes  to 
Des  Moines  in  January,  at  Variety  club- 
rooms  December  16. 

The  club  probably  will  have  a New 
Year’s  party  again  this  year. 


JAY  MEANS 
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Cooperative  Attitude  Marks  New  Defense  Plants 
S.  D.  Exhibitor  Ass'n  Line  Cheer  K.  C.  Trade 


Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. — The  adaptability 
and  realistic  regard  of  trade  problems 
that  has  characterized  the  South  Dakota 
Exhibitors  Ass’n  again  manifested  itself 
at  the  convention  held  here  Monday. 

Attitudes  to  the  consent  decree,  defense 
taxes  and  legislation  were  summarized  by 
President  E.  D.  Nash  of  Canton,  S.  D.,  re- 
elected to  office,  with  the  recognition  in 
the  case  of  the  decree,  that  here  was  an 
accomplished  fact  that  called  for  coopera- 
tion and  willingness  to  make  it  work 
rather  than  for  hedges  in  the  form  of 
state  laws. 

In  the  case  of  defense  taxes,  a resolu- 
tion expresses  the  aim  of  the  organization 
to  keep  the  status  quo  and  avoid  changes 
in  the  present  admission  tax  setup. 

As  for  legislation,  a resolution  not  to 
sponsor  any  bills  in  the  legislature  this 
year,  was  eloquent  recognition  that  bring- 
ing the  industry  to  the  attention  of  legis- 
lators frequently  had  repercussions  that 
benefited  no  one. 

An  election  of  officers  marked  the  Sioux 
Falls  session  of  the  SDEA.  E.  D.  Nash  of 
Canton  again  heads  the  organization,  and 
other  officials  include  John  Anderson, 
Plankinton,  vice-president,  and  A.  P.  Sor- 
ensen, Alcester,  secretary-treasurer.  Di- 
rectors for  the  ensuing  year  are  Charles 
Lee  Hyde,  Pierre;  E.  G.  Sorensen,  Cham- 
berlain, and  Bert  Johnson,  Rapid  City. 

Among  those  participating  in  discussions 
at  the  meeting  of  the  unaffiliated  organ- 
ization, which  reportedly  consists  of  all 
independent  exhibitors  and  circuits  within 
the  state,  were  Charles  Snyder,  Ernest 
Frase,  representing  RKO;  Manny  Scott, 
Columbia,  Minneapolis;  Joseph  Powers, 
National  Screen,  Minneapolis;  Sherman 
Fitch,  RKO;  Harold  Lyons,  20th-Fox, 
Minneapolis;  and  Gil  Sessler  and  Forrest 
Myers  of  Paramount  locally. 

New  Years  Eve  Party 
For  Twin  City  Club 

Minneapolis— The  Twin  City  ’Variety 
club  will  hold  a New  Year’s  Eve  party  in 
its  clubrooms  for  members  and  friends.  A 
prominent  orchestra  will  furnish  music 
for  dancing  and  there  will  be  an  elab- 
orate midnight  buffet  supper.  Only  65 
couples  can  be  accommodated  and  Joe 
Podoloff,  treasurer,  now  is  taking  reser- 
vations. 

The  club’s  annual  Christmas  party  for 
children  will  be  held  Sunday  afternoon, 
December  22.  Free  turkey  and  trimmings 
will  be  served  to  members  from  12  to  2 
p.  m.  Tuesday,  December  24. 

Chief  Barker  Ben  Blotcky  announces 
that  the  club  this  year  will  have  dis- 
tributed 80,000  quarts  of  milk  to  the  needy, 
compared  to  19,000  and  14,000  distributed 
in  1939  and  1938,  respectively. 

Allied  Raps  Columbia 
Policy  on  "Arizona" 

Minneapolis — Locking  horns  with  Co- 
lumbia, Northwest  Allied  protests  the  sale 
of  “Arizona”  separately  on  an  individual 
contract  for  1940-41  release.  Allied  claim- 
ing the  picture  was  promised  on  the  1939- 
40  regular  contract. 

Fault  also  is  foimd  with  the  company 
because  of  its  refusal  to  acknowledge 
Northwest  Allied  as  exhibitor  members’ 
representative  in  the  “Arizona”  contro- 
versy. 


yERNON  SMITH,  M-G-M  booker,  back 
^ from  a vacation  in  New  York  . . . Theo- 
dore Hays,  veteran  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  executive,  off  to  Florida  for  a vaca- 
tion . . . Bill  Elson  suffered  from  rheu- 
matism attack  which  had  him  incapaci- 
tated for  a few  days,  but  he’s  fit  again 
and  back  at  his  Palace  . . . Everett  Love- 
lett.  National  Screen’s  South  Dakota  sales- 
man, has  resigned.  No  successor  appoint- 
ed yet  . . . Katharine  Hepburn  in  the  stage 
play,  “Philadelphia  Story,”  did  a tremen- 
dous business  at  the  Lyceum  here.  Critics 
and  customers  raved  . . . Jack  Cohan, 
20th-Fox  city  salesman,  planning  to  spend 
his  winter  vacation  this  year  in  Mexico 
City  and  Dallas,  instead  of  the  usual 
Florida.  There’s  a very  good  reason  for 
that  Dallas.  Ask  Jack  . . . A1  Putz,  M-G-M 
office  manager,  spending  a fortnight  at 
his  home  in  Cincinnati  . . . Rud  Lohrenz, 
■Warner  district  manager,  in  town  . . . 
Wilford  Purper,  Ritz  manager,  over  a 
slight  illness. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  the  Browning  brothers,  Zum- 
brota,  Minn.;  K.  W.  Jahnig,  Wheaton, 
Minn.;  Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls, 
Minn.;  Jack  Heywood,  New  Richmond, 
Wis.;  Al  Inman,  Fairfax,  Minn.;  Leo  Moli- 
tor,  Norwood,  Minn.;  E.  L.  Molitor,  Stew- 
art, Minn.,  and  S.  J.  Backer,  Hankinson, 
N.  D.  . . . L.  E.  Goldhammer,  RKO  dis- 
trict manager,  off  to  California  for  a two- 
week  vacation.  His  wife  accompanied  him 
. . . The  Warner  gang  tossed  a farewell 
party  for  C.  K.  Olson,  branch  manager 
who  was  transferred  to  Omaha  in  the  same 
capacity,  when  he  returned  here  to  move 
his  family  and  household  goods  . . . Joe 
Podoloff,  20th-Fox  branch  manager,  de- 
voted a iveek  to  visiting  northern  Minne- 
sota and  North  Dakota  accounts  . . . Gil- 
bert Nathanson,  Republic  branch  mana- 
ger, looked  over  the  northern  Minnesota 
situation. 

Large  banners  in  Universal  advertise 
the  Bill  Scully  anniversary  drive  Decem- 
ber 8 to  May  10  ...  W.  A.  Steffes,  im- 
proved in  health,  left  for  Detroit,  Mich., 
for  an  examination  by  his  physician  there 
before  departing  for  Florida.  He’ll  also 
spend  part  of  the  winter  in  Arizona  . . . 
Pat  Halloran,  Universal’s  North  Dakota 
salesman,  luckily  escaped  injury  when  his 
automobile  skidded  off  the  road  into  a 
telephone  pole.  The  car  was  cracked  up 
. . . “Hy”  Chapman,  Columbia  branch  man- 
ager, entertained  at  the  Hotel  Radison  for 
his  engaged  daughter  when  she  celebrated 
her  20th  birthday  . . . “Little  Boy  Blue” 
Shartin,  formerly  here  but  now  Warner 
city  manager  in  Seattle,  promises  a huge 
party  on  him  for  those  film  and  theatre 
men  who  make  the  trip  to  his  town  next 
fall  to  see  the  Minnesota-Washington 
game  ...  It  is  George  (State  Theatre) 
Petchalanis,  not  John  (Gopher  Theatre) 
who  goes  in  for  saddle  horses  ...  It  also 
now  develops  that  it  isn’t  Topsy,  but  Eva, 
who  is  the  recipient  of  attention  from  Bill 
Scholl,  RKO  exploiteer. 

“Kelly”  Evidon,  Warner  ad  sales  de- 
partment head,  has  quit  writing  letters  to 
the  newspaper  editors  now  that  his  pur- 
pose of  getting  a new  baseball  park  for 
Minneapolis  apparently  has  been  accom- 
plished . . . Cliff  Gill,  Welworth  circuit  ex- 


Kansas  City — The  future  prospect  for 
local  grosses  is,  at  the  moment,  brighter 
than  it  has  been  for  ten  years. 

There  are  probably  a dozen  factors,  or 
more,  which  have  kept  intakes  low  and 
exhibitor  faces  long  for  some  years,  but 
the  most  consistent  of  these — unemploy- 
ment— promises  to  be  partially  remedied 
by  establishment  here  of  the  Remington 
Arms  ammunition  factory  and  the  bomber 
assembly  plants.  These  two  defense  in- 
dustries should  put  to  work  more  than  the 
equivalent  of  the  city’s  11,000  unemployed, 
it  is  estimated.  The  employment  figure 
might  run  well  toward  20,000.  The  effect 
on  industries  supplying  plant  and  ma- 
terial essentials  is  expected  to  be  enor- 
mous. 

That  the  unemployment  problem  has 
been  oppressive  in  its  effect  on  business, 
including  theatre  grosses,  is  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  31,000  Jackson  county  fami- 
lies have  incomes  so  low  that  they  quali- 
fy for  the  federal  food  stamp  program 
which  recently  was  inaugurated  here.  That 
is  probably  a fifth  of  the  families  in  the 
county.  Exhibitors  don’t  wonder  that  it 
has  been — and  still  is — hard  to  get  busi- 
ness. 

The  defense  industries  here  will  take 
some  months  to  get  under  way;  but  thea- 
tres should  begin  to  feel  the  effects  of  it 
within  six  months. 


ploitation  and  advertising  manager,  visit- 
ed Red  Wing,  Minn.,  on  an  inspection 
trip  . . . Bonnie  Benfield,  Morris,  Minn., 
exhibitor,  and  Kenneth  Johnson,  another 
out-of-town  exhibitor,  and  their  wives  were 
Twin  City  Variety  visitors  . . . Winners 
of  turkeys  at  the  Twin  City  Variety  raffle 
included  Charlie  Rubenstein,  Mrs.  Bill  El- 
son, Charlie  Jackson,  Chief  Barker  Ben 
Blotcky,  Ralph  Green,  Frank  McCormick, 
L.  E.  Goldhammer’s  dad,  etc.  . . . The 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  is  giving  free 
Chrismas  package  checking  service  at  all 
its  loop  theatres  . . . Harry  Dryer,  inde- 
pendent exhibitor,  to  Chicago  to  visit  his 
son  who  manages  the  University  of  Chicago 
radio  station. 

Ted  Bolnick,  Welworth  city  manager  at 
La  Crosse,  Wis.,  a visitor  . . . Abe  A.  Kap- 
lan, independent  circuit  owner,  used  to  be 
a stellar  semi-professional  and  high  school 
football  player  and  he  still  retains  his  in- 
terest in  the  game.  He  attended  all  of 
the  Minnesota  games  here  and  away  from 
home  this  season,  as  usual,  and  he  was 
one  of  among  a half-dozen  asked  by  Merle 
Potter,  Times-Tribune  columnist,  to  select 
an  All-Conference  team.  Speaking  of  Abe, 
if  you  have  the  chance  ask  his  brother, 
Seaman,  about  the  manner  in  which  he, 
Abe,  notified  his  parents  when,  during  his 
boyhood,  he  went  broke  in  Arizona.  He 
sent  back  a photo  showing  his  empty 
pockets  turned  out.  There  wasn’t  a word 
otherwise  . . . E.  L.  Peaslee  is  a “grand” 
president  of  Northwest  Allied,  on  authority 
of  no  less  a person  than  Sol  Lebedoff, 
treasurer  and  executive  committee  mem- 
ber. Peaslee  carries  a tremendous  re- 
sponsibility in  a most  efficient  manner, 
does  everything  well,  is  thorough,  unsel- 
fish and  honest,  is  so  modest  and  unas- 
suming that  he  wants  the  other  fellow  to 
get  all  the  credit  for  his  accomplishments 
and  is  a credit  to  the  industry,  according 
to  Lebedoff.  Which  is  considerable  of  a 
testimonial. 
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\^ALT  SHREVE  was  holding  his  jaw  last 
week,  and  it  really  was  a jaw.  But  in 
spite  of  the  bad  tooth  (or  teeth),  Shreve 
was  on  the  job — as  usual  . . . Scene:  Vir- 
ginia Beurman,  Virginia  Brooks,  Sally 
Law,  Doris  Walker,  Katherine  McKenna, 
A1  Lohman  and  W.  G.  McKinney  of  H.  J. 
Griffith  Theatres,  Inc.,  milling  around  the 
lobby  of  the  theatre  organization  trimming 
the  Xmas  tree.  It  is  a very  pretty  one, 
too  . . . Bill  Warner  is  here  until  Xmas 
placing  Constance  Bermett  cosmetics;  he 
now  has  Commonwealth,  H.  J.  Griffith 
Theatres  and  Fox  Midwest  signed  up. 

Katherine  McKenna  of  H.  J.  Griffith 
Theatres  is  heading  for  Oklahoma  City 
and  home,  come  the  holidays  . . . The 
nicest  present  they  could  give  Joe  Manfre, 
who  shifts  to  Des  Homes  next  month,  is, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  pillar,  a return  ticket 
— to  be  used  frequently  ...  Is  Martin 
Stone  of  Screenland  really  flying  every 
day,  or  is  he  just  up  in  the  air?  . . . Julia 
Mae  Strathern  at  RKO  was  married  last 
week. 

One  of  the  most  unusual  Xmas  greet- 
ings we’ve  heard  about  is  the  ones  O.  K. 
Mason  of  Commonwealth  and  Mrs.  Mason 
sent  east  to  relatives:  Home  recordings  of 
voice  and  music,  with  O.  K.  on  the  man- 
dolin. Something  really  different  and  wel- 
come at  the  other  end. 

On  the  Row:  Merl  Swank,  Nova,  Stock- 
ton,  Kas.;  E.  Van  Hyning,  Tauy,  Ottawa, 
Kas.;  Walt  Pennock,  Cozy,  Girard,  Kas.; 
F.  L.  Lisbona,  Maitland,  Maitland,  Mo.; 
Ray  Cook,  Missouri,  Maryville,  Mo.;  Glen 
Newbold,  Temple,  Yates  Center,  Kas.; 
Frank  Weary,  Farris  and  Vogue,  Rich- 
mond, Mo.;  A.  E.  Jarboe,  Ritz,  Cameron, 
Mo.;  Ray  Musselman,  with  Mrs.  Mussel- 
man,  Princess,  Lincoln,  Kas.;  E.  A.  Peter- 
son, Plaza,  Greenfield,  Mo. 

Joe  Lysowski  of  Altec  Service  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Cinema  Club  announces  that 
the  club  membership  this  year  will  adopt 
two  of  the  Kansas  City  Star’s  needy  fami- 
lies . . . Bill  Barker,  Universal  booker  at 
Omaha,  was  here  helloing  the  lads  at  the 
“U”  exchange  . . . Myke  H.  Lewis,  with 
Harry  Sherman  Productions  (famous  for 
Hopalong) , Hollywood,  was  here  two  days 
conferring  with  Paramount  exchangemen. 

William  Scully,  Universal  sales  head, 
was  here  chatting  with  exchange  officials 
and  employes  on  the  new  Scully  drive. 
Scully  entertained  employes  (employes 
only)  at  the  Muehlebach  one  evening.  For 
the  drive,  the  office  here  has  “chosen  up 
sides,”  and  five  teams  are  battling  it  out 
for  honors  and  prizes.  In  the  lead  this  week 
is  Ruth  Kelly’s  team,  ivith  Joe  Sieve,  Larry 
Klein,  Is  Daynosky  and  John  A.  Kane 
coming  hot  behind. 

The  special  Santa  Pe  trainload  of  War- 
ner executives,  newspapermen,  etc.,  from 
the  east,  went  through  here  Thursday 
evening  en  route  to  the  premiere  of 
“Santa  Fe  Trail”  in  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.  . . . 
20th  Century-Fox  will  hold  a Xmas  party 
at  the  offices  December  20,  with  turkey, 
fish  and  refreshments.  A music  box  will 
furnish  dance  tunes. 

“Chad  Hanna”  is  being  given  special  ex- 
ploitation by  Fox  Midwest  theatres,  in- 
cluding the  special  “ballyhoo  wagons”  put 
into  service  this  fall  by  the  circuit  . . . 
Don  Phillips  is  building  a new  house  in 
Colby,  Kas.,  where  he  has  the  Lyric. 
George  Nescher  of  the  Rio,  Valley  Falls, 
Kas.,  is  handling  the  job. 


New  District  Head — 


Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  new  district  mana- 
ger for  Metro,  who  will  head  the  area 
embracing  Kansas  City,  Memphis  and 
Oklahoma  City.  Formerly  manager  at 
Pittsburgh,  Bishop  succeeds  Harris  P. 
Wolfberg,  whose  new  district  covers 
St.  Louis.  Cincinnati  and  Indianapo- 
lis. John  P.  Byrne,  former  Boston 
manager,  heads  the  Des  Moines,  Oma- 
ha, Denver  and  Salt  Lake  City  area. 
John  E.  Flynn,  formerly  stationed  in 
Detroit,  takes  over  the  Chicago-Minne- 
apolis- Milwaukee  territory. 


(, 

; Military,  His  Love  ; 


Kansas  City — Any  exhibitor  in  these 
parts  who  has  battled  with  Harry  Taylor 
or  his  brother,  Ben,  over  a film  contract 
will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  they  have  a 
fighting  cousin  in  Capt.  Tom  L.  Taylor, 
soldier-of-fortune  and  newly-appointed 
assistant  post  exchange  officer  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kas.  Both  brothers  now  are 
engaged  in  the  trade  on  the  west  coast. 

Details  in  the  exciting  career  of  Cap- 
tain Taylor  are  by  way  of  the  Kansas  City 
Journal,  boiled  down  to  the  following: 

Born  in  Australia  in  1894,  Captain  Tay- 
lor was  schooled  at  Leeds,  Yorkshire, 
England,  until  he  was  17  when  he  joined 
the  British  army  just  before  the  First 
World  War.  For  bravery  during  that  strug- 
gle, he  was  awarded  the  Mons  Star  in 
connection  with  the  famous  British  retreat 
from  that  point.  He  also  saw  action  in 
the  first  battle  of  the  Ypres. 

Taylor  was  granted  an  honorable  dis- 
charge from  His  Majesty’s  forces  in  1917 
— about  the  time  the  United  States  was 
becoming  involved  in  the  war.  From  Eng- 
land he  came  direct  to  Kansas  City  where 


"Student  Tickets"  Hit  by 
Federal  Tax  Ruling 

Minneapolis — “Student”  and  “young 
peoples”  special  admission  tickets,  which 
have  been  a source  of  considerable  reve- 
nue to  many  theatres  in  the  territory,  are 
jeopardized  by  a ruling  of  the  internal 
revenue  department  that  a three-cent  ad- 
mission tax  must  be  collected  on  them. 

It  is  held  that  the  20-cent  tickets  are 
reduced  from  25  cents  and  call  for  the 
same  admission  tax  of  three  cents  as  the 
latter. 

The  student  and  young  peoples  admis- 
sions bridge  the  gap  between  children’s 
10-cent  and  adult  25-cent  tickets.  Young- 
sters up  to  12  are  eligible  for  the  dime 
admissions  and  those  between  12  and  21 
for  the  20-cent.  The  policy  has  been 
spreading  throughout  the  territory  and 
exhibitors  hope  to  induce  federal  officials 
to  change  their  ruling  relative  to  the  tax. 


he  joined  the  old  129th  Field  Artillery, 
Battery  D.  Later  he  was  transferred  to 
the  noth  Engineers  and  sailed  for  France 
where  he  again  saw  front  line  action. 

Returning  to  the  United  States  follow- 
ing the  war,  Taylor  entered  the  film  busi- 
ness, continuing  in  it  until  1933  when  he 
went  back  to  army  life  as  commander  of 
the  CCC  camp  at  Maryville,  Mo.,  and  later 
of  the  one  in  Chariton,  la. 

In  1938  he  obtained  a leave  of  absence 
to  go  back  to  England  for  a family  re- 
union which  also  was  attended  by  a broth- 
er, then  stationed  in  Bombay,  India,  with 
the  British  forces. 

With  Naziism  now  rampant  in  Europe, 
Taylor  is  once  again  in  military  harness 
at  Fort  Leavenworth  where  raw  recruits 
are  being  trained  for  a conflict  which  may 
eventually  engulf  the  United  States. 
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! HOW  DOES  IT  TASTE?  ! 

I Do  You  Ever  Ask — And  Answer — p 
. That  Question  Carefully?  | 

' Your  Patron  Does  Everytime  He  * 
' Buys  a Box.  ( 

I ( 

I You  Needn't  Worry  About  the  ( 

I Answer  If  You  Use  ( 

; SUPERB  ; 
; SOUTH  AMERICAN  CORN  J 

' AND  < 

! FLAV-O-NUT  SEASONING ! 

I I 

■ Exclusive  With  ' 

H Rube  Melcher  ( 

! POPPERS  SUPPLY  CO. ! 

[ GR.  0672  1717  Wyandotte  St.  ] 

, Kansas  City,  Mo.  . 

I JUST  TRY  SOME!  ( 
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Ticket  Tax,  Censorship,  Gift 
Ban  Poised  for  State  Hopper 


Minneapolis — A number  of  measures 
regarded  as  inimical  to  the  industry’s  wel- 
fare in  this  state  will  be  introduced  in 
the  Minnesota  legislature  when  it  con- 
venes next  month,  according  to  informa- 
tion reaching  Northwest  Allied. 

A powerful  association  of  school  teach- 
ers wants  a 10  per  cent  state  theatre  ad- 
mission tax  to  help  provide  funds  for  a 
teachers’  retirement  allowance. 

There  also  will  be  measures  introduced 
calling  for  state  censorship  of  pictures, 
prohibition  of  theatre  giveaways  and 
stringent  booth  labor  laws. 

Exhibitors  propose  to  fight  all  of  these 
proposed  laws.  In  its  present  condition, 
they  assert,  the  industry  cannot  shoulder 
additional  handicaps. 


Two  in  Wheaton 

Wheaton,  Minn. — Population  here  is 
only  1,700,  but  the  town  has  two  theatres 
operating  in  opposition  to  each  other. 
One  house  seats  443  and  the  other  326. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Peterson  "Freezem”  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 
1820  Wyandotte  St,  Kansas  City,  >Io.  HA.  7472 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18lh  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


Braden  Combs  Omaha 
For  Arbitration  Setup 

Omaha — J.  Noble  Braden  of  New  York, 
executive  secretary  of  the  American  Arbi- 
tration Ass’n,  was  in  Omaha  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  the  AAA’s  office  here  to 
settle  disputes  between  distributors  and 
exhibitors  under  the  consent  decree.  He 
was  appointed  director  of  the  arbitration 
boards  last  Wednesday,  which  means  he 
will  supervise  and  direct  their  operations. 

Braden  inspected  office  sites,  interviewed 
applicants  for  the  position  of  tribunal 
clerk,  met  with  business  and  professional 
men  to  discuss  selection  of  members  of  the 
arbitration  panel.  The  AAA  now  has  a 
20-member  panel  here,  but  this  number 
probably  will  be  increased,  Braden  told 
Boxoffice. 

The  panel  will  be  selected  in  January 
and  the  system  will  be  in  operation  by 
February  1,  Braden  said.  He  is  making  a 
tour  of  the  nation’s  key  cities  in  connec- 
tion with  operation  of  the  arbitration 
panels. 


HOTELS 

HOTEL  MONROE 

MAIN  AT  19TH  ST. 

Two  Blocks  From  Filmrow 
Completely  Renovated  . . Fire- 
Proof  . . Innerspring  Mattresses 
and  Only  1.50  with  Bath  . . . 
$1.00  Without 
CLEAN  AND  FRIENDLY 
Weekly  Rates 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS  "" 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassdl,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  ond 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E,  L.  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 
Phone:  Hlland  2694 

FILM  LABORATORIES 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 


€>  m A HI  A 

THE  WARNER  gang  will  have  their  an- 
nual Christmas  party  on  December  20 
with  Alice  Neal  and  the  entertainment 
committee  in  charge  . . . Jan  Garber,  the 
orchestra  leader,  was  made  a member  of 
the  Omaha  Variety  Club  while  he  was 
here  playing  a week’s  engagement  at  the 
Orpheum.  It’s  understood  that  Garber 
took  a few  card  lessons  from  the  boys,  too 
. . . Despite  all  rumors,  Sol  Yeager  is  not 
married,  he  says! 

The  Ime  forms  on  the  right  for  those 
planning  to  attend  the  Rose  Bowl  game 
on  New  Year’s  Day  . . . Among  them  are 
Wally  Johnson,  Vogue,  Friend,  Neb.,  who 
plans  to  stay  in  California  about  two 
months;  J.  Erie  Kirk,  North  Star,  Omaha; 
Bert  Beams,  Auditorium,  Red  Cloud,  Neb.; 
Mons  Thompson,  St.  Paul,  Neb.;  Morris 
Cohn,  Council  Bluffs,  la.,  and  a Para- 
mount film  peddler  whose  name  we  were 
told  not  to  mention. 

Fancy  skaters  at  a local  rink  include 
Joan  Sokolof,  daughter  of  Iz  Sokolof  of 
National  Screen,  and  Ruth  and  Elaine 
Mendelson,  daughters  of  Leon  “It’s  a Mar- 
velous Picture’’  Mendelson  of  Warner  . . . 
Howard  Brookings,  Avoca,  la.,  also  plans 
to  go  to  the  Rose  Bowl  game  . . . Don 
McLucas  is  back  from  Des  Moines  and 
Minneapolis. 

Joe  Jacobs,  Columbia  boss,  has  been 
unable  to  get  his  hat  on  since  the  screen- 
ing of  “Arizona”  at  the  Dundee  this  week. 
The  response  from  exhibitors  and  filmites 
who  saw  the  picture  was  really  great. 
Will  Singer,  Brandeis  manager,  said  he 
thought  the  picture  compares  favorably 
with  “any  of  the  big  western  epics”  and 
Will  is  hard  to  please  . . . H.  H.  Thomas, 
Kingsley,  la.,  was  on  Davenport  Street. 

New  car  owners  this  week  included  Sol 
Francis  and  Sol  Yeager  of  Monogram  and 
Joe  “Number  26”  Smith  of  RKO  . . . Max 
Rosenblatt  is  now  representing  National 
Screen  and  Advertising  Accessories  in  Ne- 
braska, replacing  Mike  Roth  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Phil  Dimas  of  Chicago  were  here  to 
see  Joe  Jacobs  and  wife.  Dunas  is  district 
manager  for  Columbia  . . . The  great 
secret  this  week:  What  is  Mort  Troxell’s 
first  name?  Some  say  it  is  Morton, 
others  say  it’s  Mortimer  and  still  others 
say  it  is  Mortmorency. 

Ching  Allen,  RKO  boss,  learned  that 
all  dumb  cops  are  not  in  pictures.  When 
a burglar  broke  into  United  Artists,  the 
cops  called  Ching  at  4:30  a.  m.  to  tell 
him  about  it.  He  explained  the  exchanges 
were  separate  offices,  that  RKO  had  been 
broken  into  the  previous  week.  Then  he 
gets  a subpoena  to  show  up  in  court,  and 
when  he  gets  to  court  he  finds  out  the 
case  is  that  of  the  UA  burglar.  Ching 
thinks  Omaha  might  have  some  of  the 
Keystone  gang. 

Bill  Bogart  at  Rock  Valley,  la.,  has 
sold  his  theatre  to  the  Thacker  family, 
our  scouts  tell  us. 


Boris  Monos  in  Kaycee 
To  Screen  His  Latest 

Kansas  City — Boris  Morros,  producer  of 
Paramount’s  “Second  Chorus,”  featuring 
Paulette  Goddard  and  Fred  Astaire,  came 
in  with  a print  of  the  musical  Thursday 
to  screen  it  for  exchange  officials  and  cir- 
cuit buyers,  and  to  meet  with  them  later 
at  a Muehlebach  Hotel  luncheon.  This  is 
one  step  in  Paramount’s  announced  policy 
of  getting  the  reaction  of  exhibitors  and 
exchangemen  to  product. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

-■  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOB  THE  EXHIBITOR 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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Grosses  Tailspin  as  Increased  Tax  on  Admissions 
Holiday  Slump  Hits  Threatening  Trade  in  Ohio 


Detroit — The  seasonal  holiday  slump 
was  on  in  full  force  here  this  week,  with 
downtown  houses  following  the  neighbor- 
hoods in  tailspins  at  the  boxoffices.  Out- 
lying house  operators  have  been  complain- 
ing for  two  or  three  weeks  of  falling 
grosses,  and  trade  downtown  has  had  some 
fillip  from  the  fact  that  the  bills  have 
been  among  the  strongest  of  the  season. 
Typical  was  the  presence  of  two  stage 
shows,  at  the  big  Fox  and  Michigan,  for 
the  first  time  in  a year. 

More  far-sighted  operators,  looking  back 
at  the  experience  of  the  past  few  seasons, 
have  realized  that  the  drop  was  to  be  an- 
ticipated, and  have  reconciled  themselves 
to  it.  The  most  decisive  expression  of  this 
was  the  decision  of  50  or  more  local  houses 
to  close  down  entirely  for  the  day  before 
Christmas,  when  business  is  away  off. 

Spending  from  armament  program  in- 
come has  been  small,  as  far  as  retail  sales 
and  theatre  grosses  are  concerned,  in  De- 
troit, and  operators  are  wondering  when 
the  millions  destined  for  this  city  will  start 
in  actual  circulation  in  local  trade. 


Claim  Business  Drops 
As  Xmas  Approaches 

Cleveland — Cleveland  exhibitors  report 
that  business  is  dropping  off  every  day  as 
Christmas  approaches.  The  extra  shop- 
ping week  created  by  moving  up  Thanks- 
giving Day  one  week  is  felt  to  be  dis- 
tinctly detrimental,  especially  to  neigh- 
borhood houses.  Department  and  gift 
stores  report  record  sales,  and  this  means 
that  people  are  on  the  streets  and  in  the 
stores  and  are  either  too  tired  or  too 
“broke”  to  attend  theatres  in  the  evenings. 

In  addition,  patrons  no  longer  “just  go 
to  the  movies,”  according  to  a leading  cir- 
cuit owner.  They  pick  their  shows.  This 
is  evident  from  the  fact  that  outstanding 
pictures  draw  crowds,  while  the  average 
picture  dies  on  its  feet. 

“Time  was,”  states  this  exhibitor,  “when 
there  was  little  choice  of  cheap  entertain- 
ment. Motion  pictures  offered  practically 
the  only  amusement  fitted  to  any  size 
purse.  But  it  is  different  today.  The  man 
with  a quarter  to  spend  can  do  several 
things  to  amuse  himself.  He  can  bowl.  He 
can  see  some  sort  of  athletic  exhibition. 
Or  he  can  stay  at  home  and  listen  to  the 
radio  without  spending  a cent.  There 
must  be  a special  inducement  to  bring 
people  into  the  theatres  these  days.” 

Xmas-Chanukah  Party 
For  Children  Arranged 

Cleveland — All  arrangements  for  the 
Variety  Club  Christmas-Chanukah  chil- 
dren’s party  are  now  completed.  Chairman 
M.  B.  Horwitz  reports.  The  Jewish  social 
service  and  the  division  of  relief  of  Cleve- 
land have  furnished  the  names  of  500 
children  of  all  religious  denominations 
who  will  be  guests  of  Variety  on  Decem- 
ber 23.  A complete  turkey  dinner  will  be 
served,  with  Variety  wives  to  be  waitresses 
for  the  occasion.  Each  child  will  receive 
a bag  of  candy,  a bag  of  nuts,  a toy  and 
a woolen  scarf.  In  addition,  four  undated 
passes  which  will  be  honored  by  any 
neighborhood  theatre  in  the  city,  will  be 
presented  to  each  child. 


Lupe  as  La  Zonga 
Hollywood — Lupe  Velez  will  play  the 
lead  in  “Six  Lessons  From  Madame  La- 
Zonga”  for  Universal. 


Stoia's  Suil  Against 
Carmen  in  Progress 


Detroit — Detroit  show  business  was 
represented  in  Wayne  county  circuit  court 
by  a suit  brought  by  Joseph  Stoia  of  the 
Midway  and  Circle  theatres  against  the 
owners  or  operators  of  the  Carmen  Thea- 
tre, which  is  nearing  completion.  Case, 
which  was  in  progress  before  Judge  Guy 
A.  Miller,  was  expected  to  consume  per- 
haps two  weeks  of  court  time  according  to 
Stoia. 

Stoia  originally  got  an  injunction  re- 
straining Joseph  Miskinis,  his  former 
partner,  from  building  or  operating  the 
Carmen,  on  the  grounds  of  an  agreement, 
upon  dissolution  of  the  partnership  several 
months  ago,  that  Miskinis  would  not  build 
or  operate  within  four  miles  of  the  Circle 
and  Midway  for  a period  of  five  years. 
Stoia  now  claims  that  Miskinis  is  really  in- 
terested in  the  Carmen,  although,  he 
states,  the  “official”  owners  are  Ben  and 
Fanny  Marshal  and  Philip  and  Oscar 
Gorelick  only.  This  contention,  that  Mis- 
kinis has  a hidden  interest,  is  expected 
to  be  the  crux  of  the  court  case. 


Schine  Circuit  Acquires 
Two  in  Maysville.  Ky. 

Cincinnati — Schine’s,  Gloversville,  N. 
Y.,  have  acquired  Sam  Kaplan’s  two 
Maysville,  Ky.,  houses,  the  Russell  and  the 
Washington.  Schine  has  been  part  own- 
er of  the  houses  since  1938. 

Edward  May,  manager  for  Schine’s 
Paris,  Ky.,  theatre,  will  manage  the  two 
new  houses,  succeeding  Jack  Frisch,  Kap- 
lan’s son-in-law,  who  will  go  on  to  Lex- 
ington, Ky.,  to  manage  Schine’s  Ada  Meade 
Theatre  in  that  city. 

May  was  one  time  manager  at  Corbin 
and  Middlesboro,  Ky.,  and  served  as  man- 
ager in  Maysville  from  1938-39,  before 
Frisch  was  appointed. 


His  a Steady  Climb 

Cleveland  — The  promotion  of  Bryan 
(Buck)  D.  Stoner  from  the  local  exchange 
sales  staff  to  branch  manager  at  Pitts- 
burgh recalls  his  progressive  career  here. 
Starting  as  a student  booker  in  the  Buf- 
falo exchange,  Stoner’s  first  permanent 
assignment  was  assistant  booker  here. 
Prom  there  he  was  promoted  to  head 
booker,  then  to  office  manager,  a position 
he  held  until  he  was  boosted  to  the  sales 
staff  two  years  ago. 


Urges  Sunday  Lid 

Pittsburgh — A campaign  against  Sun- 
day show  was  urged  here  at  the  77th  an- 
nual convention  of  the  National  Reform 
Ass’n  by  Mrs.  A.  F.  Leonhard,  president  of 
the  Allegheny  County  Women’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union.  Opening  of  theatres 
on  Sundays  interfere  with  church  attend- 
ance and  desecrate  the  holy  day,  the 
WCTU  head  stated. 


Cleveland — Increased  state  admission 
taxes  are  once  again  threatening  an  al- 
ready much-taxed  industry. 

The  Ohio  farm  bureau  federation,  at 
its  annual  meeting  held  in  Columbus, 
passed  a resolution  advocating  that  the 
state  admission  tax  be  increased.  Present 
tax  is  three  per  cent  of  gross  receipts. 

At  a statewide  meeting  of  city  officials, 
held  here,  it  was  recommended  that  the 
legislature  enact  a law  which  would  per- 
mit municipalities  to  impose  local  taxes 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  relief  needs. 
Among  taxes  suggested  was  one  on  amuse- 
ments. 

Cleveland  exhibitors  are  now  passing 
on  to  the  public  both  state  and  federal 
admission  taxes.  They  are  agreed  this 
additional  cost  of  admission  has  seriously 
affected  their  business.  So  they  view  with 
distinct  alarm  any  effort  to  add  any  fur- 
ther tax  burden  to  the  industry,  a burden 
which  they  say  they  cannot  themselves 
assume  and  which  they  contend  cannot  be 
passed  on  to  the  public  without  further 
loss  of  patronage. 


A $10,000  Damage  Suit 
Filed  Against  Shea 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio — Margaret 
Reese,  62,  of  nearby  Rosswell  has  filed  a 
$10,000  personal  injury  damage  suit  against 
the  Shea  Theatre  Corp.,  operators  of  the 
Union  Theatre  here.  She  contends  she 
was  jostled  about  on  a Bank  Night  April 
19.  1937,  and  that  she  received  fractures 
of  three  ribs  and  other  injuries  which 
kept  her  bedfast  for  six  weeks  and  caused 
her  to  develop  a heart  ailment.  A jury 
in  common  pleas  court  here  will  hear  the 
case  shortly. 


Pittsburgh  Friends  Fete 
"Bob"  Dunbar  at  Stag 

Pittsburgh — “Bob”  Dunbar,  newly  ap- 
pointed branch  manager  for  Warner  at 
Cincinnati,  and  his  successor  as  local  of- 
fice manager  at  the  Pittsburgh  branch, 
“Dinty”  Moore,  were  honored  by  200  friends 
at  a stag  dinner  Monday  evening  in  the 
William  Penn  Hotel. 

Dunbar’s  “goin’  away”  present  was  a 
diamond  wrist  watch  and  F.  D.  Moore 
also  received  a handsome  wrist  watch. 
Burtus  Bishop  jr.  was  toastmaster. 


Crowd  lor  Food  Party 

Detroit — A Food  Party  at  the  Wisper  & 
Wetsman  Tower  attracted  a capacity  house 
of  youngsters.  Event  was  sponsored  by 
west  side  service  clubs,  and  admission  was 
a can  of  food  which  was  distributed 
through  the  Salvation  Army  to  charitable 
institutions.  Manager  George  Santer  re- 
ported nearly  1,000  youngsters  had  to  be 
turned  away. 


Adopt  10  Needy  Families 

Akron — The  board  of  trustees  of  lATSE 
Local  364  has  voted  to  “adopt”  10  needy 
families  for  Christmas.  The  custom  was 
inaugurated  four  years  ago. 
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AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.  in  Stand 
Against  Special  Hikes 


Pittsburgh  — A resolution  against  the 
increasing  of  admission  prices  on  individ- 
ual pictures  was  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  60  members  attending  an  AMPTO  of 
W.  Pa.  meeting  held  Monday  afternoon  at 
the  exhibitor  organization  headquarters 
here. 

The  resolution  expressed  the  belief  that 
other  pictures  (those  offered  at  regular 
prices)  came  to  be  considered  of  lesser 
merit  by  the  patrons,  and  contended  that 
grosses  prior  to  and  following  the  run  of 
pictures  whose  admission  prices  were  in- 
creased, are  adversely  affected. 

In  part:  “Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that 
we  go  on  record  that  we,  as  independent 
exhibitors,  shall  retain  our  democratic 


See  Banner  Year  for 
Ohio  Business  in  '41 


Columbus — Ohio  business,  from  all  ad- 
vance indications,  will  definitely  expe- 
rience prosperity  in  1941.  And  if  general 
conditions  are  to  serve  as  any  criterion 
at  all,  then  the  motion  picture  business 
will  come  out  of  a slump  which  many 
believe  has  reached  an  all-time  low. 

Estimated  relief  costs  will  not  exceed 
$16,000.000 — near  the  irreducible  mini- 
mum— as  compared  to  $24,500,000  for  the 
current  year.  Obviously  orders  from  the 
army  and  navy,  since  July  1 $206,972,644, 
have  helped  increase  income  in  the  state 
by  more  than  $100,000,000,  cutting  both 
direct  relief  and  WPA  rolls.  Government 
orders  will  continue  in  1941,  more  than 
doubling  the  substantial  boost  to  Ohio  in- 
come. Employment  today  is  higher  than 
at  any  period  since  1937. 

Gains  Through  Next  Year 

Industrial  building  and  expansions,  cost- 
ing in  excess  of  $150,000,000,  will  carry  over 
far  into  next  year.  Residential  construc- 
tion which  is  nearing  the  1927-28  boom 
days,  will  likewise  continue.  Banks  and 
building  & loan  associations  report  a rise 
of  $25,000,000  in  real  estate  loans  in  1940, 
approximately  30  per  cent  going  into  new 
structures.  For  the  first  three  quarters 
of  the  year  454  banks  reported  deposits- 
made  of  $672,586,577,  compared  to  $644,- 
350,265  for  the  same  period  in  1939. 

P.  J.  Wood,  ITOO  secretary,  holds  the 
Ohio  sales  tax  collections  to  be  the  best 
barometer  to  business  conditions.  An  in- 
crease of  11.83  per  cent  was  noted  during 
the  first  10  months  of  1940,  compared 
over  last  year.  The  tax  on  motor  vehicle 
sales  headed  the  advances  with  a 33.49  per 
cent  rise  in  collections. 

Farm  income  for  1940,  based  on  pre- 
liminary estimates,  will  be  more  than  $25,- 
000,000  ahead  of  1939. 


Adopt  Health  Plan 

Detroit — The  Michigan  Health  Service 
plan  has  been  adopted  by  Cooperative 
Theatres  of  Michigan  for  its  own  staff  and 
for  all  member  theatre  employes.  From 
500  to  1,000  persons  are  eligible  under  this 
plan. 


right  to  maintain  present  established  ad- 
mission prices  on  all  productions  until 
such  time  as  we,  ourselves,  believe  that 
our  own  local  economic  conditions  war- 
rant a permanent  increase  in  admissions 
over  our  present  scales.” 

The  meeting,  at  which  Abram  F.  Myers, 
general  counsel  of  national  Allied,  was  in 
attendance,  was  devoted  in  great  part  to 
the  answering  of  questions  concerning  the 
consent  decree,  and  the  changes  that  may 
be  expected  in  the  industry  as  the  result 
of  its  acceptance.  Non-theatrical  exhibi- 
tions came  in  for  discussion  at  a direc- 
tors’ session,  open  to  members. 

President  Beelde  stated  that  a member- 
ship drive  will  be  held  after  the  first  of 
the  year. 


Bernhard  Addresses 
Cleveland  Meeting 


Ceveland — Joseph  Bernhard,  general 
manager  of  Warner  theatres,  Harry  Gold- 
berg, head  of  the  theatre  publicity  and 
advertising  department,  and  Nat  Wolf, 
zone  manager,  spoke  on  plans  for  the 
next  quarter  before  a theatre  personnel 
meeting  here  Tuesday  and  Wednesday. 

Those  attending  included:  Cleveland — 
Dick  Wright,  northern  district  manager; 
E.  C.  Pearlstein,  publicity  director  and  his 
assistants,  Dave  Bachner  and  Nathan 
Arnoldson;  Ed  Miller,  Hippodrome:  Mar- 
vin Samuelson,  Shaker;  Julius  Lamm,  Up- 
town; Variety,  Lou  Milder.  Akron — John 
LaDue,  Strand.  Canton — ^William  Harwell, 
Ohio.  Coshocton — Don  Jacobs  and  Harry 
Brodie,  Pastime  and  Sixth  Street.  Findlay 
— Glenn  Nelson,  Harris.  Lima — Doc  Elliott, 
James  Skelly,  Don  Reilly.  Lorain — Louis 
Lamm.  Mansfield — William  Dworski.  Grat- 
tan Johnson,  Wayne  Williams.  Massillon — 
Irving  Solomon.  Sandusky — Joe  Scholer. 
Youngstown — Frank  Savage;  Ray  Brown, 
southern  district  manager.  Chillicothe — 
Harland  Fend.  Portsmouth — George  Fraz- 
ier, J.  Knox  Strahan,  Paul  Jacobs.  Spring- 
field — Phil  Chakeres,  George  Bauer,  J. 
Gordon,  Ray  Whitman,  Richard  Offen- 
bacher,  Mike  Chakeres,  and  Oliver  Nicklas. 


Moved  to  Columbus 

Columbus — Leon  Lewis,  chief  of  service 
for  four  years  at  the  105th  Street  RKO 
Theatre,  Cleveland,  has  been  named  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  RKO  Grand  here, 
it  is  announced  by  Charles  ‘“Buddy”  Win- 
throp,  manager. 


Filth  Anniversary 

Detroit — Local  businessmen  and  the 
mayor  participated  in  the  observance  of 
the  Westown’s  fifth  anniversary.  The 
Wisper  & Wetsman  house  is  managed  by 
Victor  H.  Dodge. 


Condemn  Sunday  Shows 

Harrisburg — Sunday  films  “desecrate 
the  Lord’s  Day”  and  were  condemned  in 
a report  of  the  department  of  social  ser- 
vice submitted  to  the  30th  annual  meeting 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Council  of  Churches. 


piLMROW  enjoyed  visits  from  June 

Preisser,  Robert  Cummings,  Sabu  and 
Virginia  O’Brien.  June  has  dropped  in 
at  the  local  M-G-M  office  before  and  she 
is  a favorite  here.  Mrs.  O’Brien  accom- 
panied her  daughter  Virginia  who  “goes  to 
town”  in  “Hullabaloo.”  Bob  Cummings 
made  many  friends  at  the  Universal  ex- 
change and  on  the  Row.  Sabu,  who  plays 
the  name  role  in  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad,” 
was  accompanied  by  his  older  brother 
Shaik  on  a visit  to  the  United  Artists  of- 
fice. 

Bill  Conway  of  the  Universal  exchange 
has  resigned  to  accept  a position  with 
Mam  & Co.,  auditors  . . . Charles  Dortic, 
Warner  sales  representative,  drove  to 
Augusta,  Ga.,  for  the  funeral  of  an  aunt 
. . . John  “Bo-Peep"  Robinson  of  the 
Stuckey,  Everett,  was  a visitor  here  the 
other  day,  as  was  Dick  Jennings  of  Irwin 
. . . AMPTO’s  office  was  the  first  to  he 
decorated  for  the  holidays  . . . Republic’s 
“Hit  Parade  of  1941”  opened  at  the  Fulton 
last  Friday  at  6 p.  m.,  the  same  day  that 
Hal  Roach’s  “Road  Show"  was  world  pre- 
miered at  the  Stanley  with  the  boxoffice 
opening  at  the  usual  hour  that  morning. 

The  William  Naidenoffs  will  vacation  in 
Florida  after  the  holidays  . . . Jerry 
Wechsler,  Warner’s  northern  area  sales- 
man, has  a new  Buick  . . . Max  Shulgold’s 
Crown  exchange  will  handle  the  reissue  of 
D.  W.  Griffith’s  “The  Birth  of  a Nation,” 
which  was  produced  26  years  ago  . . . Ed 
Siegal,  local  exploiteer  for  Universal,  has 
been  busy  on  numerous  campaigns  of  late 
and  is  now  chuckling  over  W.  C.  Fields  in 
“Bank  Dick.”  We  enjoyed  it  too  . . . Barry 
played  “Glamour  for  Sale”  under  the  title 
of  “Girls  on  Call,”  but  the  latter  title  was 
toned  down  in  newspaper  displays  after 
several  days  . . . Carl  Robinson,  steward  at 
the  Variety  Club,  bagged  his  deer  last 
week. 

Sun-Telegraph  has  been  featuring  a 
series  of  articles  which  call  for  the  strip- 
ping of  billboards  and  advertising  signs, 
and  the  drive  or  “billboard  war”  is  receiv- 
ing considerable  attention  . . . Again  there 
are  reports  that  a picture  will  be  produced 
telling  the  story  of  the  Variety  Club.  John 
H.  Harris  has  been  conferring  with  pro- 
ducers on  this  subject. 

E.  B.  Morton,  NTS  manager,  returned 
to  his  home  Sunday  from  a local  hospital 
where  he  had  been  under  observation  for 
about  two  weeks  . . . Bob  Finkel,  son  of 
the  southside  showman.  Bill  Finkel,  is  in 
Hollywood  to  try  his  luck.  He  graduated 
from  the  Carnegie  Tech  drama  school  and 
has  played  leading  roles  with  the  Pitts- 
burgh Playhouse  group  . . . Sam  Soltz, 
Baltimore  exhibitor,  was  a visitor  at  the 
local  Allied  meeting  Monday  afternoon. 
He  is  an  Allied  member  . . . Rlmrow  was 
well  represented  at  the  annual  Dapper 
Dan  charity  banquet  Sunday  evening  in 
the  William  Penn  Hotel. 

Jeanette  MacDonald  will  appear  in  a 
concert  at  Syria  Mosque,  Thursday  eve- 
ning, January  23,  this  to  be  her  only  ap- 
pearance this  season  in  Pennsylvania  . . . 
Nixon  had  the  new  “Pins  and  Needles” 
show  this  week  and  for  Christmas  week 
will  offer  “The  Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner,” 
with  Clifton  Webb  . . . Louella  O.  Parsons 
purchased  the  first  telegraph  stamps  to  be 
issued  here.  The  stamps  are  a convenient 
substitute  for  cash  when  sending  wires. 


Hope  and  Goddard  Again 

Hollywood — Paramount  will  co-star 
Paulette  Goddard  and  Bob  Hope  in  “Noth- 
ing But  the  Truth.” 
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Midwest's  Suit  Against  Co-op 
Goes  to  Trial  in  Auto  City 


TP  YOU  will  want  to  wish  the  Milt 

Mooneys  the  season’s  greetings  on 
Christmas  Day,  you’ll  have  to  either  phone, 
wire  or  write  to  Puerto  Rico  because  that’s 
where  they  will  be.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mooney 
and  the  two  boys  are  sailing  on  Decem- 
ber 20  for  a 12-day  cruise  to  the  West 
Indies  . . . Nat  L.  Lefton,  Republic  fran- 
chise owner,  and  S.  P.  Gorrel,  local  branch 
manager,  are  back  from  Gloversville  where 
they  huddled  with  Schine  circuit  officials 
. . . George  Erdmann,  secretary  of  the 
Cleveland  M.  P.  Exhibitors  Ass’n,  almost 
went  hunting  with  Art  Buck  of  Postoria 
last  week.  Only  reason  why  he  didn’t  was 
the  roads  were  too  icy  for  comfortable 
travel. 

Jack  Shulman  of  the  Lake,  Painesville, 
and  Lexington,  Cleveland,  is  polishing  up 
the  “welcome”  sign  on  the  front  door  mat 
to  greet  his  son  Jim  who  comes  home  De- 
cember 21  from  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  the  Christmas  holidays  . . . 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Glaab,  wife  of  the  owner  of  the 
Olympia  and  New  Broadway  theatres,  is 
convalescing  from  pneumonia  . . . Mrs. 
Loren  Solether  of  the  Falls  Theatre,  Cha- 
grin Falls,  looking  as  if  she  were  modeling 
the  newest  sub-zero  attire,  was  a Filmrow 
visitor  on  the  coldest  day  of  the  year. 

When  the  Lake  folded  last  Thursday, 
Ben  Schwartz,  manager,  moved  his  hat  and 
coat  over  to  the  Capitol,  an  Associated  cir- 
cuit house,  where  he  succeeds  Urban  An- 
derson, who  resigned  to  organize  Midwest 
Specialties,  Inc.,  to  distribute  Panoram  in 
northern  Ohio  . . . Lee  Goldberg,  PRC  boss, 
announces  “Devil  Bat’’  will  get  its  pre- 
miere in  the  territory  at  the  Strand, 
Akron,  the  week  of  December  20  . . . Abe 
Schwartz  says  if  he  can  get  enough  ad- 
justments on  present  contracts,  he  and 
Mrs.  Schwartz  will  be  pulling  out  for  Flor- 
ida about  the  20th  of  this  month  . . . H. 
Makinson,  Barberton  theatre  owner,  is  in 
Oregon. 

H.  A.  Barlow  now  has  the  Powhattan 
Point  amusement  field  to  himself.  He  has 
purchased  from  Chris  Velas  the  Point 
Theatre  which  he  sold  to  Velas  in  1938  . . . 
Invitation  has  been  received  for  the  mar- 
riage of  Guy  Charles  Ellis,  assistant  man- 
ager at  Warner’s  Hippodrome,  to  Miss 
Mary  Elizabeth  Stone  of  this  city  on  De- 
cember 22  at  Old  Stone  Church.  A recep- 
tion at  Stone’s  Grill  will  follow  the  cere- 
mony. 

M.  M.  Jacobs,  who  recently  opened  the 
Imperial  exchange,  has  booked  “Something 
to  Sing  About,’’  starring  James  Cagney, 
into  the  Circle.  He  is  also  releasing 
“Vengeance  of  the  Deep’’  and  a new  Sher- 
lock Holmes  mystery  thriller  called  “Mur- 
der at  the  Baskervilles”  . . . Irving  Rein- 
hart, younger  son  of  Harry  Reinhart,  Can- 
ton theatre  owner,  will  marry  Miss  Rita 
Adler,  also  of  Canton,  on  January  22  . . . 
E.  E.  Bair  premiered  Republic’s  “Barnyard 
Follies”  at  the  Valentine,  Defiance  . . . I.  J. 
Schmertz,  20th-Pox  branch  manager,  and 
District  Manager  George  Roberts  were  out 
in  the  territory  last  week. 

Ned  Depinet  of  RKO  used  a new  method 
of  informing  the  exhibitors  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  picture  “Convoy,”  which 
RKO  is  distributing.  Every  theatre  owner 
received  a folder  containing  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  Leo  Devaney,  RKO 
Canadian  representative;  Arthur  Lee, 
owner  of  the  American  distribution  rights; 
A.  W.  Smith  jr.,  RKO  sales  manager;  Leon 
Bamberger,  and  Depinet.  The  correspond- 
ence all  adds  up  to  a hearty  recommenda- 
tion of  this  timely  picture  made  in  Britain 


Detroit — The  suit  filed  some  months 
ago  in  federal  district  court  by  Midwest 
Theatres  (Colonial,  Majestic,  Forest  and 
Garden)  against  Cooperative  Theatres  of 
Michigan,  booking  cooperative,  went  to 
trial  this  week  before  Judge  Frank  A. 
Picard. 

History  of  the  Colonial  and  Woodward 
Avenue  situation  goes  far  back,  and  has 
been  reported  in  detail  in  Boxoffice  over 
the  past  several  years.  In  brief,  because 
of  an  alleged  shortage  of  product  for  the 
number  of  theatres  on  lower  Woodward 
Avenue  above  the  downtown  district,  these 
houses  reportedly  had  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  getting  suitable  pictures  under 
various  ownerships.  Originally  constitut- 
ing the  Jacob  Schreiber  circuit,  the  houses 
were  sold  to  the  present  Midwest  organiza- 
tion headed  by  Raymond  E.  Schreiber,  a 
nephew.  The  sale  transaction  itself  is  the 
subject  of  litigation  in  Wayne  county  cir- 
cuit court. 

Most  of  the  opposition  houses,  if  not  all, 
are  members  of  Cooperative  Theatres,  and 
the  essential  charges  of  Midwest  are  that 
“Cooperative  has  used  its  buying  power  to 
prevent  the  plaintiff  from  getting  pictures, 
and  further  that  such  action  is  in  viola- 
tion of  the  anti-trust  laws,”  according  to 
a summary  of  the  contentions  given  to 
Boxoffice  by  Sam  Shapero  of  counsel  for 
the  plaintiff. 

The  trial  is  expected  to  take  around  a 
month  of  court  time,  as  did  a somewhat 
similar  suit  brought  by  Jacob  Schreiber 
about  six  years  ago. 

The  position  of  the  defense  had  not  been 
presented  up  to  press  time.  Among  im- 


and  bringing  back  an  old  American  screen 
favorite,  Clive  Brook. 

Joe  Shagrin,  big  boss  of  the  State 
Theatre,  Youngstown,  reports  he  broke 
the  house  weekend  record  last  week  play- 
ing Republic’s  “Hit  Parade  of  1941”  . . . 
Bob  Bial  of  Art  Guild  Studios  has  com- 
pleted installation  of  special  made-to- 
order  lobby  frames  for  the  Stone  Theatre, 
a new  1,000-seat  house  built  by  the  H.  A. 
Thompson  circuit  in  Stoneboro,  Pa. 

Ted  Scheinberg,  2Qth  Century-Fox  sales- 
man,  leaves  next  week  for  New  York  to  at- 
tend the  wedding  of  his  sister  on  Decem- 
ber 22  . . . Leo  Jones,  owner  of  the  Star 
Theatre  in  Upper  Sandusky;  Sam  Lichter, 
2Qth-Fox  salesman,  and  Frank  Belles,  Re- 
public salesman,  were  guests  recently  of 
Sam  Hommel  of  the  Hommel  Champagne 
Co.,  Sandusky,  at  a very  special  squab 
dinner. 

A little  sunshine  and  a rise  in  tempera- 
ture brought  forth  the  following  out-of- 
town  exhibitors:  Joe  Shagrin,  Youngstown; 
Art  Schreffler,  Shelby;  Jack  Steinberg, 
Youngstown;  Jerry  Steel,  Oberlin;  Leo 
Jones,  Upper  Sandusky,  and  the  Reinharts 
— Harry  and  his  son  Jerry — Canton. 

Lee  Goldberg,  PRC  franchise  owner, 
underwent  an  operation  on  his  jaw  last 
week  and  isn’t  feeling  particularly  happy 
about  the  whole  thing.  However,  he  has 
this  to  cheer  him — his  Hollywood  single 
reel,  showing  the  stars  in  private  life,  was 
so  well  received  at  Warner’s  Hippodrome 
that  it  also  uns  booked  into  the  Allen,  and 
“Devil  Bat,”  his  de  luxe  horror  picture,  is 


portant  contentions,  from  a legal  stand- 
point, however,  as  gleamed  from  the  open- 
ing statement  of  the  defense  attorneys,  is 
that  interstate  commerce  is  not  involved, 
that  there  is  therefore  no  violation  of 
anti-trust  statutes,  and  that  federal  courts 
do  not  have  jurisdiction. 

Opening  testimony  for  the  plaintiff, 
Raymond  Schreiber  testified  he  had  been 
unable  to  make  a deal  with  any  of  the 
major  companies,  asserting  the  buying 
power  of  Cooperative  was  such  that  he  did 
not  have  a chance  to  bid  and  that  the 
majors  sold  away  from  him  regardless  of 
what  price  he  was  -willing  to  pay.  As  for 
the  independents,  Schreiber  charged  they 
took  advantage  of  the  situation  to  charge 
him  increased  film  rentals. 

The  first  supporting  witness  was  Jack 
Broder,  who  at  one  time  operated  the 
plaintiff  houses  under  an  arrangement 
with  Jacob  Schreiber,  from  whom  they 
have  reverted  to  the  senior  Schreiber. 
Broder  now  operates  the  Time,  Times 
Square,  and  Rainbo  theatres.  He  testi- 
fied that  he  did  not  have  a chance  to  bid 
on  pictures  for  his  present  houses,  not  re- 
ferring back  to  his  former  ownership  of 
the  Midwest  houses  at  this  point.  He  said 
he  had  offered  to  sign  blank  contracts, 
leaving  the  names  of  pictures  to  be  filled 
in  by  the  distributors,  but  that  he  was 
unable  to  get  pictures  anyway. 

Broder  was  followed  by  A1  Grasgrin, 
present  manager  of  the  Flatroc  at  Plat 
Rock,  Mich.,  who  formerly  was  manager  of 
circuit  houses  in  the  Detroit  area,  but  was 
barely  sworn  in  when  the  court  recessed 
just  before  deadline  for  this  issue. 


booked  to  open  December  20  at  the  Strand, 
Akron. 

Herbert  J.  Ochs  and  Harry  E.  Long, 
operating  the  Pioneer  Film  Exchange, 
brought  back  a sheaf  of  contracts  as  re- 
sult of  a week  out  in  the  territory  selling 
Select  Attractions  and  Film  Alliance  . . . 
Drop  everything  you  are  doing  and  run — 
don’t  walk — to  the  nearest  theatre  show- 
ing “The  Philadelphia  Story.”  If  it 
doesn’t  head  the  list  of  best  pictures  of 
this  or  any  year,  then  there’s  something 
wrong  in  Denmark.  It  has  comedy — both 
smart  and  broad  — tragedy,  romance, 
whimsy,  gorgeous  settings  and  Katharine 
Hepburn,  Jimmy  Stewart  and  Cary  Grant 
in  a three-way  steller  presentation  of  the 
stage  success  of  the  same  name. — E.  L. 


Plan  Theatre  Designs 

Detroit — Wright  and  Rogvoy,  theatrical 
architects,  are  working  on  designs  for  the 
new  Mel  at  Melvindale  for  Louis  Schlussel; 
the  new  2,000-seat  Television,  Detroit,  for 
Saul  Sloan;  and  complete  remodeling  of 
the  old  Rex,  Detroit,  for  the  London  cir- 
cuit. 


Air-Conditioned  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Montcalm 
MEETING  PEACE  FOR  THE  INDUSTRY 
“Food  You’ll  Remember” 

DON  DRI.SCOLE  and  JIMMY  KING 
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JOHN  ALLEN,  city  salesman  for  M-G-M 
* and  only  recently  elected  Chief  Barker 
of  the  Queen  City  Variety  Club,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Washington  D.  C.,  of- 
fice of  Loew’s,  Inc.,  in  the  capacity  of 
branch  manager,  effective  January.  The 
best  wishes  of  a host  of  filmites,  exhibit- 
ors and  tradesmen  go  with  him  . . . Allen’s 
cloak  as  chief  barker  will  fall  upon  the 
shoulders  of  William  Onie,  first  assistant 
barker  and  branch  manager  for  Mono- 
gram. Onie  has  been  affiliated  with  the 
club  for  several  years. 

Other  changes  in  the  local  Loew’s  ex- 
change include  Lou  Marks,  who  has  been 
-promoted  and  transferred  to  Cleveland. 

Mrs.  Abe  Hyman,  wife  of  the  manager 
of  the  Keith-Albee  at  Huntington,  W.  Va., 
has  been  seized  with  a heart  attack,  and 
is  on  the  invalid  list  . . . Miss  Ruth  Harrer, 
booker  for  the  Ferguson  Theatre,  Charles- 
ton, visited  friends  in  Cincinnati.  Jack 
Needham,  Columbus,  is  leaving  on  the  23rd 
for  a sojourn  in  Florida  . . . “Philadelphia 
Story,”  at  60  cents  top,  is  doing  an  ex- 
cellent pre-holiday  business,  with  every  in- 
dication that  peak  grosses  will  be  the  story 
before  the  present  engagement  ends. 

Allison  Abel  is  remodeling  and  redecor- 
ating the  Oak  Theatre,  Columbus,  for  an 
early  opening  . . . The  many  friends  of 
C.  A.  MacDonald  regret  to  learn  of  his 
illness,  which  has  confined  him  to  his 
home  for  a month,  and  caused  the  post- 
poiiement  of  the  opening  of  his  new  the-' 
atre,  the  Boulevard. 

“Spotty”  Porter  of  Beckley,  W.  Va., 
made  one  of  his  infrequent  visits  to  the 
Row.  Other  callers  included  Ethel  Sparks, 
Poster  Lane,  Williamsburg,  Ky.;  Joe  Lee 
and  Fred  May,  Carrolton;  Pi’ank  Man- 
dros,  Rubel,  Logan,  O.,  Max  Goldberg, 
Ironton  and  Falmouth. 

Jerome  Jackson  of  the  Mt.  Lookout  and 
Jackson  theatres  spent  several  days  at 
Dillsboro,  resting.  Mrs.  Jackson  accom- 
panied him  . . . Robert  Dunbar,  newly  ap- 
pointed branch  manager  for  Warner,  is 
rapidly  making  himself  at  home  on  the 
Row. 

Jim  Wilson,  the  Riverside,  returned  this 
week  from  Florida,  where  he  spent  much 
time  in  the  company  of  baseball  toplites, 
Paul  Derringer,  Heine  Manush  and  Paul 
Waner.  Wilson  expects  to  return  to  Flor- 
ida for  the  remainder  of  the  winter  sea- 
son. 

Filmrow  has  subscribed  100  per  cent  to 
the  Ahepa  benefit  for  the  Greek  Relief 
Fund.  Tickets  for  this  social  event  are  in 
the  hands  of  Exhibitor  George  Turlukis. 
The  affair  was  held  at  the  Netherland 
Plaza  Hotel,  December  9. 

Virgil  Jackson  is  the  new  chief  barker 
for  the  Variety  Club  in  Columbus.  Jackson 
who  operates  four  houses  in  the  capital, 
also  has  a house  in  the  Queen  City. 


Dates  for  "Rapture" 

Cleveland — “False  Rapture,”  a Film  Al- 
liance picture,  has  been  booked  into  Loew’s 
Akron,  Canton  and  Toledo  for  an  early 
playdate.  Deal  was  consummated  by  Harry 
E.  Long  and  Herbert  Ochs,  who  are  dis- 
tributing Film  Alliance  and  Select  product 
through  their  recently  organized  Pioneer 
Film  Exchange. 


In  Pledge  to  Avoid 
"Offensive"  Filins 


Pittsburgh — Congregations  at  all  Masses 
in  churches  of  the  Catholic  diocese  last 
Sunday  repeated  the  pledge  of  the  Legion 
of  Decency  to  abstain  from  patronizing 
“offensive”  motion  pictures.  The  Most 
Rev.  Hugh  C.  Boyle,  bishop  of  Pittsburgh, 
also  called  attention  to  other  “incitements 
to  evil,”  mentioning  magazines  which  are 
“sources  of  temptation,”  and  “roadhouses 
of  questionable  character.” 

The  official  Legion  of  Decency  report 
shows  that  in  the  past  year  there  was  an 
increase  of  three  per  cent  in  the  number 
of  “B”  picures  (objectionable  in  part) ; 
an  increase  of  five  per  cent  in  the  number 
of  pictures  classified  as  “A-II”  (unob- 
jectionable for  adults,  not  suitable  for 
children)  ; and  a decline  correlatively  in 
the  number  of  films  under  the  heading 
“A-I”  (unobjectionable).  The  percentage 
of  Class  “A-I”  films  in  1937-38  was  59 
per  cent;  in  1938-39  the  percentage  was 
54%  per  cent,  and  in  1939-40  it  was  only 
50  per  cent. 

The  report  also  discloses  that  from  No- 
vember, 1939,  to  November,  1940,  the  New 
York  office  of  the  Legion  reviewed  539 
feature  motion  pictures,  of  which  497  were 
domestically  produced,  while  42  were  pro- 
duced by  foreign  companies  in  seven 
languages.  Of  the  total  number  of  films 
reviewed,  271  were  rated  as  unobjection- 
able for  general  patronage;  210  as  unob- 
jectionable for  adults;  47  as  objectionable 
in  part;  and  10  as  condemned. 

Complete  class  “C."  or  condemned  pictures  are: 
“Assass'n  of  Youth.”  “Children  of  the  Sun.”  “Dam- 
aged Goods.”  “Damaged  Lives,”  “Daybreak,” 
“Ecstasy.’  “Elysia,”  “Gambling  With  Souls,” 
“Human  Beast.”  “Human  Wreckage,”  “It’s  All 
in  Your  Mind,”  “Last  Desiie.”  “Living  Danger- 
ously.” “Lucrezia  Borgia.”  “Mad  Youth,”  “Mar- 
riage Forbidden,”  “Merry  Wives”  (Czech).  “The 
Pace  That  Kills,”  “Pitfalls  of  Youth,”  “Private 
Life  of  Henry  VIII.”  “Rasputin,”  “Reefer  Mad- 
ness.” “Sinful  Daughters.”  “Slaves  in  Bondage,” 
“Smashing  the  Vice  Racket,”  “Souls  in  Pawn,” 
“Time  in  the  Sun,”  “Wages  of  Sin,”  “Whirlpool” 
and  “With  a Smile.” 


Cleveland  20th-Fox  Club 
Xmas  Party  Dec,  16 

Cleveland — The  Twentieth  Century  Reel 
Folks,  a club  consisting  of  everyone  con- 
nected with  the  20th  Century-Fox  ex- 
change, will  hold  its  annual  Christmas 
party  December  16  at  the  Sovereign  Hotel. 
Eddie  Bergman,  president,  has  arranged  to 
start  the  affair  off  with  a dinner.  Next 
event  will  be  an  exchange  of  gifts,  danc- 
ing, and  entertainment  furnished  by  club 
talent. 

Miss  Frances  Bermes  is  program  chair- 
man which,  according  to  report,  will  in- 
clude an  exhibition  by  Sadie  Wetterman 
and  Lucille  Murphy  teaching  Eddie  Berg- 
man to  rhumba. 


George  Puget 

Detroit — George  Puget,  58,  booker  with 
the  Gus  Sun  office  for  about  eight 
years,  died  December  4,  a few  hours  after 
being  struck  by  a car.  He  produced  rotary 
tab  shows  at  many  Detroit  theatres  for 
years. 


Guy  Ida  Remodels  Grand 

McDonald,  Pa. — Guy  V.  Ida’s  Grand  has 
been  newly  decorated  and  streamlined. 
New  auditorium  lighting  fixtures  were  in- 
stalled. The  decorating  was  executed  by 
William  Naidenoff. 


ILOCJIISVMILIILIE 

QHARLES  BOWLES  and  Wallace  Baum- 
gardner have  opened  their  Taylor  at 
Taylorsville  after  several  delays  . . . Most 
Louisville  suburban  theatres  are  announc- 
ing New  Year’s  Eve  showings  along  the 
lines  adopted  a year  or  so  ago  of  having 
a continuous  show  consisting  of  at  least 
three  features  and  several  short  subjects, 
having  no  repeats  between  the  hours  of 
7:00  and  11:45  p.  m. 

Most  worried  man  in  town  at  the  mo- 
ment is  Charlie  Krebs,  booker  at  Fourth 
Avenue  Amusements,  who  is  perplexed 
about  his  annual  vacation  trip.  Charlie  is 
a confirmed  “globe  trotter,”  having  visited 
most  of  the  out-of-the-way  places  here 
and  abroad,  and  now  with  the  “big  fuss” 
going  on  it  looks  like  Charlie  will  have  to 
be  content  with  just  South  and  Central 
America.  By  the  way,  have  you  seen  Ken- 
tucky yet?  . . . Other  members  of  the  local 
show  fraternity  planning  vacation  trips 
this  winter,  perhaps  not  so  elaborate  as 
Charlie’s,  are  Hughy  Bernard,  L.  B.  Steurle 
and  Henry  Reese. 

The  Lyric,  local  colored  house  owned  by 
the  Willison  Theatres  of  Indianapolis,  has 
closed  for  extensive  remodeling  . . . The 
Switow  circuit  has  taken  over  the  Von  Dee 
at  Seymour,  Ind.,  from  the  Vonderschmitt 
chain  ...  A new  theatre  is  reported  going 
up  at  Henderson.  It  is  a modern  theatre 
to  be  run  on  a suburban  policy  . . . W.  A. 
Boudouris  of  the  Strong  Electric  Corp. 
spent  several  days  with  the  staff  of  the 
Falls  City  Theatre  Equipment  Co.  going 
over  their  projection  lamp  problems. 

M.  H.  Sparks,  who  just  built  a new 
theatre  at  Tompkinsville,  has  sold  his 
theatre  to  S.  D.  Wilhite  of  the  Mid-State 
Theatres  of  Cookeville,  Tenn.  . . . Had 
Hull,  Universal  branch  manager,  joined 
Carl  F.  Mock  in  a quicker  than  usual  visit 
Friday  . . . Schine  circuit  has  purchased 
Maysville’s  two  theatres,  the  Russell  and 
the  Washington,  from  Sam  Kaplan,  former 
Lexington,  Ky.,  clothing  man. 


Sam  Schreiber  Services 
Are  Held  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Sam  Schreiber,  47,  died  De- 
cember 5,  after  being  an  invalid  for  20 
years.  He  was  the  third  brother  of  Nate 
Schreiber,  part  owner  of  the  Palmer  Park; 
Jacob  Schreiber,  retired  circuit  owner,  and 
Alex  Schreiber,  partner  in  Associated 
Theatres.  Burial  was  on  Sunday  at  Clo- 
verhill  Cemetery,  Detroit. 


Arthur  Himmelein 

Altoona,  Pa. — Arthur  Himmelein,  vet- 
eran showman  and  former  general  mana- 
ger of  the  Publix-Notopoulos  Theatres, 
died  here  Sunday  in  the  home  of  his 
brother  Charles.  Ill  for  a long  period, 
Arthur  Himmelein  recently  resumed  thea- 
tre activity  with  Notopoulos  circuit  here. 
He  was  stricken  with  a heart  attack  and 
had  been  confined  to  Charles’  home.  He 
is  survived  by  his  widow,  and  his  brothers, 
Charles  and  John,  both  in  the  industry. 
Burial  was  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  Wednesday. 


Sam  Bianco 

Clymer,  Pa. — Sam  Bianco,  of  the  State 
here,  died  Sunday  in  Johns  Hopkins  Hos- 
pital, Baltimore.  He  had  been  ill  for  but 
a short  period.  Funeral  was  held  Wednes- 
day. One  of  his  sons,  John  Bianco,  is  in 
charge  of  the  theatre. 
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Survey  Reveals  Independents 
Get  Support  in  Connecticut 


Testimonial  Dinner 
Honoring  Donaldson 


New  Haven— a testimonial  dinner  honor- 
ing Thomas  J.  Donaldson,  who  leaves  here 
soon  to  take  over  a;S  M-G-M  exchange 
manager  in  Boston,  will  be  held  January 
14  at  the  Hotel  Taft  by  a number  of  his 
Connecticut  film  friends. 

In  charge  of  arrangements  are  Harry  P. 
Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  manager;  Bar- 
ney Pitkin,  RKO  exchange  manager,  and 
Lou  Brown,  Loew-Poli  publicity  chief. 
Other  committees  and  details  concerning 
the  affair  will  be  announced  shortly. 

Since  coming  here  in  March,  1938,  as 
branch  manager  for  Metro,  Donaldson  has 
made  a host  of  friends  among  all  branches 
of  the  industry.  Before  coming  here,  he 
was  city  salesman  in  Boston  for  the  com- 
pany, and  prior  to  that  was  chief  ac- 
countant and  office  manager  for  the 
Famous  Players-Lasky  exchange  in  the 
Hub. 


I upending  Legislation 
Topic  at  Joint  Meeting 

New  Haven— Exhibitors  were  invited  to 
attend  a joint  Connecticut  MPTO  and  Al- 
lied Theatre  Owners  of  Connecticut  meet- 
ing for  discussion  of  probable  legislation 
arising  in  the  coming  session  of  the  state 
legislature,  and  concerted  action  by  the 
film  district  on  such  legislation.  A.  M. 
Schuman  of  Allied  and  Irving  C.  Jacocks 
jr.  of  MPTO  presided. 

An  open  meeting  was  also  held  earlier 
in  the  day  to  form  a state  film  bowling 
league,  sponsored  by  Connecticut  MPTO. 


Agricultural  Income 
Indices  Show  Climb 

New  Haven— The  New  England  Council, 
business  promotion  organization,  reports 
business  prospects  for  the  holiday  season 
in  New  England  are  enhanced  not  only  by 
industrial  workers’  increased  purchasing 
power,  expanding  production  and  better 
employment,  but  also  by  a 7.6  per  cent 
increase  in  cash  income  received  by  New 
England  farmers,  a gain  of  $14,000,000  for 
the  first  nine  months  against  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1939.  The  war  depart- 
ment has  awarded  M.  Backes  of  Walling- 
ford a $98,735  contract  for  ground  flares. 


Report  Move  ‘to  Restrict 
Billboard  Advertising 

Concord,  N.  H. — A measure  for  the  reg- 
ulation of  billboard  advertising  is  re- 
ported to  be  already  under  consideration 
for  introduction  at  the  127th  biennial  ses- 
sion of  the  state  legislature,  which  will 
open  here  on  New  YeHr’s  Day. 

It  is  expected  that  while  the  solons  are 
gathered,  other  bills  of  interest  to  New 
Hampshire’s  theatre  operators  will  be  pre- 
sented. 


Paper  Plans  Party 

Springfield,  Mass.— Michael  M.  Zandan, 
editor-in-chief  of  the  Springfield  Free 
Press,  reports  that  the  paper’s  annual 
“Movie  Party”  for  local  theatre  managers 
will  take  place  at  the  newspaper’s  office. 
Patrick  J.  Isabella,  Springfield  theatre 
artist,  is  in  charge  of  arrangements. 


Xmas  Baskets  Coming 
From  Hub  Film  Men 


Boston — Film  men  will  distribute  Christ- 
mas baskets  again  among  Boston’s  needy, 
Harry  Aaronson,  manager  of  the  Rialto,  in 
Scollay  Square  and  commander  of  the 
Theatrical  Post  of  American  Legion,  has 
announced.  A1  Kenney,  Legion  post  of- 
ficer, has  been  appointed  head  of  the 
Christmas  basket  committee. 

Assisting  Kenney  and  Aaronson  in  the 
annual  charitable  endeavor  are  Kenneth 
Forkey,  circuit  owner;  William  H.  Mc- 
Laughlin, operator  of  the  Stoneham  in 
Stoneham;  William  Lyons  of  the  Film  Ex- 
change Transfer  Co.;  Jack  Sweeney,  film 
district  policeman;  Harry  Rosenblatt, 
M-G-M  salesman;  Major  Patrick  F.  Hea- 
ley, state  film  head. 

Harry  Germaine,  local  premium  com- 
pany head;  Ben  Johnson,  John  Milan, 
Charles  Goldsmith,  and  Ed  Dobkin, 
M-G-M. 


Film  District  Responds  to 
British  Clothing  Need 

Boston — Clothing  from  the  Boston  film 
district  was  among  that  scheduled  for 
civilian  refugees  in  the  British  Isles,  as  a 
part  of  the  so-called  Christmas  ship. 

Following  a call  by  the  Theatrical  Post 
of  American  Legion  for  donations  of  “old, 
warm,  serviceable  clothing,”  numerous 
bundles  were  left  at  the  office  of  Marcel 
Mekelburg  of  Fine  Arts  Pictures,  Harry 
Browning  of  M&P  Theatres  Corp.,  Alvin 
Kenney  at  204  Stuart  Street,  and  Harry 
Smith  of  RKO. 


Move  to  Invalidate  an 
Anti-Racing  Petition 

Boston — Another  attempt  to  repeal 
Massachusett’s  pari-mutuel  law  which, 
since  its  adoption  several  years  ago,  is 
credited  with  shunting  thousands  of  dol- 
lars from  theatre  turnstiles  was  solidified 
with  the  filing  of  an  initiative  petition 
with  Frederic  W.  Cook,  secretary  of  state. 
The  document,  which  bore  some  20,272  sig- 
natures, called  for  a state-wide  referen- 
dum on  the  matter. 

As  much  as  at  least  20,000  citizens  are 
required  to  sign  an  initiative  petition,  race 
track  promoters  have  already  begun  seek- 
ing invalidation  of  273  or  more  names  so 
as  to  kill  this  year’s  move  at  the  off-set. 


Friars  Frolic  Reservation 
List  Is  Almost  Filled 

Boston — The  Friars  Frolic,  annual  film 
district  reception  to  the  New  Year,  will  be 
held  this  year  at  the  Somerset.  Maurice 
Goldstein  of  M-G-M,  who  leaves  soon  to 
take  over  his  new  post  as  manager  of  the 
New  Haven  office,  is  chairman  in  charge 
of  arrangements.  The  reservations  list  is 
almost  filled,  it  is  reported. 


Hartford — The  smaller  independent 
film  companies  have  been  getting  a break 
in  Connecticut,  according  to  a survey 
made  by  Boxoffice. 

There  is  a great  popularity  in  this  sec- 
tion for  westerns,  it  is  revealed.  Films 
starring  Gene  Autry,  Roy  Rogers  or  Jack 
Randall  nearly  always  do  pretty  good  busi- 
ness. Last  week,  for  example.  Republic’s 
“Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride”  was  playing  at 
the  Capitol,  Middletown.  The  State,  Man- 
chester, presented  the  Arthur  Ziehm,  Inc., 
releases,  “Torso  Murder  Mystery”  and 
“The  Face  at  the  Window”  on  a double 
bill.  Monogram’s  “Boys  of  the  City”  was 
shown  at  the  Palace,  New  Britain,  and 
the  Loew’s  Poli,  Waterbury,  had  Repub- 
lic’s “Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?” 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Daly, 
Hartford,  to  feature  a western  on  every 
bill,  the  result  being  fairly  good  houses 
at  practically  all  times  at  that  10-cents-a- 
head  theatre. 

Sex  Films  Fade  in  Favor 

Sex  pictures,  once  quite  popular  in  Con- 
necticut, have  apparently  been  dropping 
in  favor.  The  Lincoln,  independent  house 
in  New  Haven,  played  “Thou  Shalt  Not 
Wed,”  last  week  after  a run  the  previous 
week  of  “Reefer  Madness.”  During  the 
past  summer  sex  films  were  more  general- 
ly played. 

Foreign  films,  especially  Polish  release, 
have  been  coming  in  stronger  and  strong- 
er in  the  Hartford  area.  The  Crown,  Hart- 
ford, and  the  Roxy,  New  Britain,  are 
among  the  houses  in  the  state  playing 
them. 

The  “terror  boys,”  Boris  Karloff  and 
Bela  Lugosi,  have  been  good  draws  for 
Monogram  hereabouts. 

Quite  a number  of  houses  in  this  sec- 
tor play  only  Republic  and  Monogram. 
The  Harris  Bros.’  State,  Hartford,  usual- 
ly has  either  a Monogram  or  Republic 
offering  sandwiched  in  between  its  regular 
flesh  shows. 


Aldert  to  Calvin 

Springfield,  Mass. — Harry  Smith,  divi- 
sion manager  and  also  director  of  publicity 
for  Western  Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc., 
announces  the  appointment  of  Vincent 
Aldert  to  assistant  manager  at  the  Calvin, 
Northampton,  succeeding  Robert  Walters, 
resigned.  Prior  to  this  position,  Aldert 
was  associated  with  theatres  in  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire. 

rt  — - 

Industrial  Picture 
Termed  "Bright" 

New  Haven — The  state  labor  depart- 
ment calls  Connecticut's  industrial  pic- 
ture “bright"  on  the  basis  of  monthly 
reports  from  field  office  managers  of  the 
department's  unemployment  compensa- 
tion division. 

A continuing  improvement  is  noted  in 
Bridgeport,  Stamford,  New  Haven,  An- 
sonia,  Waterbury,  Hartford,  New  Britain, 
Bristol,  Torrington,  Thompsonville  and 
New  London.  Business  continues  normal 
in  Meriden,  Danielson,  Middletown,  Nor- 
wich and  Willimantic. 

■ —’J 
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T ARRY  LASKY,  New  England  circuit 
figure,  has  reportedly  taken  over  the 
Drive-In  at  Milford,  Conn.  The  situation 
was  started  by  interests  controlled  by 
Marcel  Mekelburg,  Thomas  DiMaura  and 
James  Guarino. 

Charles  Morse,  independent  circuit 
owner,  is  mourning  the  recent  death  of  his 
mother  . . . Gene  Gross,  aji  independent 
film  executive  for  years,  is  managing  the 
Boston  office  of  Monogram. 

Wendell  Hoagland  of  Keith’s  Memorial 
has  been  seriously  ill  at  Peter  Bent  Brig- 
ham Hospital  . . . Roy  E.  Heffner,  head  of 
the  Good  Will  Advertising  Co.  and  of 
Specialty  Pictures,  Inc.,  planned  to  leave 
for  an  extended  hunting  trip  in  Texas. 

Sam  Soroker  and  Mac  Farber  of  Pro- 
ducers Releasing  Corp.  are  taking  leaves 
of  absence  . . . Irving  Zussman,  head  of 
Metro  Premium,  was  in  town  on  business 
. . . Abe  Spitz,  Providence  exhibitor,  was 
in  Boston  . . . Denny  Shea,  Turner  Falls 
exhibitor,  was  in  town  . . . Archie  Silver- 
man,  Ed  Reid  and  Martin  Toohey  were 
visitors  from  Rhode  Island. 

John  D.  Sullivan,  Boston  advertising 
figure  for  the  past  25  years,  died  here  fol- 
lowing a brief  illness  . . . Ben  Gold,  opera- 
tor of  the  Park  in  Nashua,  is  using  flesh 
...  Ed  Cuddy,  M&P  division  manager,  has 
put  several  suburban  Boston  houses  back 
on  the  vaudeville  list. 

James  O’Brien,  formerly  New  England 
representative  for  the  Interiiational  Seat 
Co.,  and  presejit  Philadelphia  salesman  for 
Heywood-Wakefield,  is  reportedly  con- 
valescing following  a serious  automobile 
accident. 

Ed  Shanahan  and  John  Stone  of  Keith’s 
Memorial  have  been  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tions of  captains  of  staff  . . . Ella  Logan 
was  in  town  last  week  . . . Nomi  Henes, 
formerly  assistant  steward  at  the  Boston 
Friars  Club,  is  now  a lawyer  . . . Joe  Cifre, 
booker  for  Morris  Pouzzner  theatre  in- 
terests, and  Evelyn  Holland  plan  to  marry 
here  January  12. 

Al  Longo  of  local  Loew’s  publicity  staff 
was  in  Providence  on  an  exploitation  as- 
signment  . . . Harry  Asher,  Producers  Re- 
leasing Corp.  vice-president  and  New 
England  distributor,  was  in  New  York  on 
business  . . . Joseph  Mathieu  was  in  from 
Winchendon  . . . Harry  Segal,  Imperial 
head  here,  on  a New  York  jaunt. 

Bunny  Rosenberg,  formerly  with  Gau- 
mont-British  and  more  recently  secretary 
to  Max  Melincoff,  local  Warner  theatres 
head,  has  resigned  . . . Nat  Levin  of  Mono- 
gram and  Doris  Berman  of  United  Artists 
were  married  this  week  in  a quiet  cere- 
mony. 

Louis  Josephs,  local  film  salesman,  has 
been  convalescing  at  home  following  a 
lengthy  hospitalization  after  an  automo- 
bile accident  . . . W.  F.  McGhee  has  been 
appointed  field  assistant  to  Lou  Richmond, 
E.  M.  Loew  circuit  manager. 

Mary  Trainor,  veteran  Columbia  em- 
ploye who  continues  seriously  ill,  is  being 
feted  by  film  district  friends  . . . Work 
continues  on  the  new  RKO  Exchange 
which  will  take  present  branch  offices 
from  Church  and  Piedmont  Streets  to  the 
corner  of  Winchester  and  Arlington 
Street. 

Philip  A.  Lavine,  circuit  manager  for 
Ralph  Snider  theatre  interests,  will  open 


a new  Snider  house  at  Portland  early  next 
year,  as  soon  as  construction  work  is  com- 
pleted . . . Harold  Bailey  has  disposed  of 
the  Methuen  in  the  Massachusetts  com- 
munity of  the  same  name  to  the  Graphic 
Theatre  circuit,  Sam  Kurson  chain. 

Ben  Leve,  William  J.  Cotty,  Harry 
Browning,  Sam  Schacht,  and  Al  Kenney  of 
the  Theatrical  Post  of  American  Legion 
have  been  named  to  the  National  Defense 
Committee  of  the  organization  . . . Ken 
Forkey,  circuit  operator,  has  been  mourn- 
ing the  death  of  his  father,  73  years  old. 

Miriam  Hopkins  is  scheduled  to  be  in 
Boston  to  open  in  "Battle  of  Angels”  at 
the  Wilbur  on  December  30.  It  will  be  her 
first  stage  role  in  seven  years  . . . Charles 
Brent,  local  film  distributor,  left  last  week 
for  Oklahoma,  planning  to  return  the  first 
of  the  year  . . . Betty  Field,  screen  star,  is 
due  in  town  next  week. 

Herman  Rifkin  has  put  cooking  schools 
into  the  Liberty,  Jefferson,  Phillips  and 
Strand  in  Springfield  . . . Frank  Colburn 
has  dated  flesh  into  the  Colonial  in  Haver- 
hill . . . Frank  O’Mahoney  plans  food  give- 
aways for  the  Christmas  season. 

George  Kraska  has  held  "Sarajevo”  for 
an  additional  week  at  the  Fine  Arts  in 
Boston  . . . Edward  Kleine  of  the  Bay  State 
Film  Co.  escaped  fire  loss  last  week  when 
a conflagration,  which  started  in  quar- 
ters above  his  exchange,  was  discovered 
and  extinguished  in  its  early  stages. 

Jack  Saranga  has  been  renovating  the 
Royal  in  Fall  River  . . . Harry  Browning, 
M&P  advertising  head,  broke  into  news 
print  last  week  when  he  was  pictured  “re- 
ceiving the  first  prints  of  the  B.  C.-H.  C. 
football  annual  at  East  Boston  airport.” 
The  news  releases  were  temporal  features 
at  local  M&P  houses. 

Dorothy  Gish  and  Louis  Calhern  have 
left  town  after  "Life  With  Father”  closed 
at  the  Repertory  last  week  after  75  show- 
ings and  a new  seasonal  record  for  Boston 
plays  . . . A.  E.  Robbins  jr.,  operator  of  the 
Strand  in  Hampden,  is  mourning  the  death 
of  his  wife  . . . Harry  Goldstein  is  using 
acts  at  the  Modern  in  Dorchester. 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  sales  head,  gave 
prior-release  trade  advertising  a neat 
touch  last  week  by  mailing  out  a simulated 
file  folder  on  “Convoy.”  Pseudo  copies  of 
letters,  et  cetera  complete  even  to  being 
folded  so  that  they  would  appear  to  have 
been  extracted  from  authentic  envelopes, 
made  up  the  exploitation. 

Frank  Borrelli  has  recently  outfitted  the 
Boy’s  Club  in  Fall  River  with  com,plete 
booth  equipment  and  stage  fixtures  . . . 
Jaynes  Michael  Lydon,  who’s  barely  able 
to  talk,  is  not  to  be  out-quipped  by  his  ex- 
hibitor father.  Spying  Santa  Claus  some 
time  ago,  young  Lydon  exclaimed,  “Hy, 
Kringle.” 

Want  to  buy  a new  home  in  Boston? 
Jack  Byrne  and  Maurice  Goldstein  recent- 
ly did.  Now  Byrne,  present  Boston  man- 
ager for  M-G-M,  has  been  promoted  to  a 
New  York  position.  Goldstein,  M-G-M  Bos- 
ton salesman,  goes  to  New  Haven  as 
branch  manager  the  first  of  the  year. 


Finish  "Lucky  Baldwin"  Script 

Hollywood — James  M.  Cain  has  com- 
pleted the  script  of  “Lucky  Baldwin,” 
which  Harry  Joe  Brown  will  produce  at 
20th-Fox. 


(!  =a 

Thirst  for  Knowledge 

Quickly  Slaked 

Worcester — "How  is  it  possible  lor  a 
young  man  to  obtain  a course  in  theatre 
advertising  and  exploitation?"  Monk 
Maloney  was  asked  at  a Poll  staff  meet- 
ing. Quick  as  a flash,  an  idea  was  bom. 
Monk  invited  44  students  of  the  advertis- 
ing classes  of  Northeastern  University,  in 
Worcester,  to  attend  the  weekly  theatre 
publicity  meetings,  and  to  submit  a cam- 
paign on  each  coming  attraction. 

■ 'J 

Domingo  Voices  Faith 
In  Vaude's  Return 


Boston — Stage  shows  will  come  back, 
Ben  Domingo,  city  theatre  manager  for 
RKO,  told  listeners  the  other  night  at 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
where  he  was  guest  lecturer  at  the  thea- 
tre management  course  arranged  by  Ar- 
thur L.  Tuohy,  former  Loew  manager,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  University  exten- 
sion course.  Domingo  added  that  the  pub- 
lic will  decide  when  that  time  will  come. 

Vaudeville  is  far  from  being  dead,  Do- 
mingo said,  pointing  out  that  at  the 
present  time  “an  act  can  attain  months  of 
profitable  engagement  in  New  England 
alone.” 

Domingo  turned  to  a blackboard  to  give 
his  listeners  a look  into  the  technicalities 
of  stage  mechanics,  booking  arrangements, 
musical  scores,  stage  settings,  light,  ward- 
robe requirements,  backstage  facilities, 
and  the  like.  He  also  went  into  the  com- 
plexities of  an  average  vaudeville  contract. 


Joseph  DiPesa  Discusses 
Publicity  Man's  Chores 

Boston — How  to  be  a publicity  man, 
but  not  why,  was  discussed  last  week  be- 
fore a Theatre  Management  class  at  Tech 
by  Joseph  A.  DiPesa,  advertising  head  for 
Loew’s  theatres  in  Boston.  DiPesa,  in  his 
talk,  emphasized  the  human  element  in 
pointing  out  that  even  the  best  newspaper 
story  is  no  good  unless  it  can  be  placed. 
He  discussed  various  forms  of  advertising, 
types  of  readers,  and  covered  advance 
and  feature  stories,  readers  and  reviews. 
Leaving  this  field,  DiPesa,  who  was  former- 
ly the  boss  of  Arthur  L.  Tuohy  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  Theatre  Management  course 
for  the  state  division  of  University  Ex- 
tension, went  into  the  subjects  of  bill 
posting,  sniping,  and  screen,  lobby,  mar- 
quee, and  radio  advertising. 

Jack  Granara,  publicity  head  for  the 
local  RKO  theatres  and  another  former 
DiPesa  pupil,  was  scheduled  to  speak  this 
week  on  exploitation  and  promotional  ac- 
tivities. The  final  publicity  lecture  in  the 
series  will,  it  is  planned,  deal  with  subse- 
quent-run houses  and  will  be  handled  by 
Jack  Saef  of  the  M&P  Theatres  Corp. 

Harry  Browning  Named 
Legion  Post  Adjutant 

Boston — Harry  Browning,  advertising 
manager  for  the  M&P  Theatres  Corp.,  was 
elected  adjutant  of  the  Theatrical  Post  of 
the  American  Legion  at  a special  meeting 
following  the  resignation  of  Ralph  Worm- 
hood,  because  of  illness.  Although  at  the 
outset,  there  was  competition  for  the  posi- 
tion, Browning  was  elected  unanimously. 
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Finley  Subs  ior  Vannicola 
As  'Traveler  Ad  Artist 

Boston — ^William  Finley  of  the  Herald- 
Traveler  has  been  acting  as  head  advertis- 
ing artist  for  local  RKO  theatres.  Carlo 
Vannicola,  regular  staff  artist  for  the  past 
few  years,  is  convalescing  following  serious 
injuries  received  when  he  was  struck  by 
an  automobile  near  Cottage  Farm  Bridge 
after  he  and  another  driver  had  stepped 
out  of  their  cars  to  survey  effects  of  a 
minor  collision. 


Arbitration  Setup  Will 
Be  Discussed  by  Allied 

Boston — Frank  Lydon,  president  of  the 
Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  has  called  a 
meeting  of  the  Allied  States  Association 
segment  here  for  Tuesday.  A previously 
scheduled  meeting  was  postponed  two 
weeks  ago.  A discussion  of  the  proposed 
arbitration  setup  is  slated  to  headline  the 
session. 


Hearings  Resumed  on 
Waldo  Thealre  Suit 

Boston — ^Recessed  from  last  Friday,  the 
trial  of  the  $100,000  Waldo  Theatre  Corp. 
anti-trust  case  against  major  interests  re- 
sumed in  federal  court  here  Tuesday. 

A1  Bevan  of  the  M&P  circuit  opened  the 
trial  with  testimony  on  clearance.  Frede- 
rick Freeman  is  special  master  appointed 
by  the  court. 

George  S.  Ryan,  plaintiff  counsel,  in- 
troduced a quantity  of  records,  protection 
schedules,  letters  and  other  documents. 


Premiere  in  Boston 

Boston — The  world  premiere  of  “Mur- 
der at  the  Baskervilles”  was  held  this  week 
at  the  Trans  Lux  in  Boston.  Marcel  Mek- 
elburg  and  Sam  Levine,  distributors  of  the 
film  in  New  England,  were  prominent  at 
the  unveiling  of  the  Astor  release  which  is 
based  on  an  A.  Conan  Doyle  story. 


Jerome  Joins  Gruber  s 
Premium  Enterprise 


Boston — Arthur  Jerome  has  resigned 
from  the  Metro  Premium  Co.  to  become 
sales  manager  for  the  Theatre  Merchan- 
dising Corp.,  new  Myer  Gruber  premium 
enterprise.  Jerome  covered  the  Boston 
territory  for  Irving  Zussman  up  to  last 
week. 

Gruber,  who  recently  sold  out  his  in- 
terests in  a national  premium  concern  he 
pyramided  following  resignation  as  New 
England  manager  for  First  Division,  con- 
trols the  new  Theatre  Merchandising 
Corp.  which  has  opened  a Boston  office. 


Will  Not  Fill  Post 

Springfield,  Mass. — No  one  will  be 
named  to  fill  the  vacated  position  of  stu- 
dent assistant  at  the  local  Loew’s  Poll, 
according  to  George  E.  Freeman,  mana- 
ger. It  is  understood  Boyd  Taylor  Spar- 
row will  now  handle  both  capacities  of 
assistant  manager  and  student  assistant 
at  the  Loew’s  Poli. 


MAKE  IT  A 

Merry  Christmas 

FOR  YOUR  THEATRE  WITH 

BRENKERT  SENARC 

HIGH  INTENSITY  PROJECTION 

PRODUCING 

BIG  THEATRE  PERFORMANCE 

» 

FOR  THE 

SMALLER  THEATRE  AT  LOW  COST! 


A 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


NEW  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FOR 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • BOSTON.  MASS. 
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^OM  DONALDSON,  who  lost  no  time 

making  a groove  for  himself  in  the  New 
Haven  territory  when  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Metro  managership  here  three 
years  ago  from  the  Boston  city  salesman- 
ship, has  the  congratulations  of  the  gang 
on  his  promotion  to  the  Boston  manager- 
ship. He  replaces  another  former  New 
Haven  manager.  Jack  Byrne,  who  goes 
from  the  Boston  exchange  to  district  man- 
agership over  Denver,  Des  Moines,  Omaha, 
and  Salt  Lake  City.  The  new  manager  here 
is  Morey  Goldstein,  who  took  over  Boston 
city  salesmanship  when  Donaldson  came 
to  New  Haven  . . . Maurice  N.  Wolf,  dis- 
trict manager  of  Boston  and  New  Haven, 
has  had  Albany  added  to  his  territory.  And 
speaking  of  promotions,  Nate  Furst,  an- 
other former  New  Haven  manager,  steps 
into  Steve  Broidy’s  Boston  sui>ervision  of 
Monogram. 

New  Haveners  who  went  to  Boston  to 
bid  Broidy  fond  adieu  at  a dinner  in- 
cluded John  Pavone,  Barney  Pitkin,  Harry 
L.  Lavietes,  Samuel  Seletsky,  and  Max 
Tabackman.  Phil  Furst  came  up  from  New 
York  . . . Also  celebrating:  The  Samuel 
Haddlemans  of  Bridgeport,  New  Haven  and 
Washington,  were  guests  at  a surprise  din- 
ner party  at  Baybrook  Inn  on  the  occasion 
of  their  fifth  wedding  anniversary  . . . 
George  Landers,  E.  M.  Loew  manager , 
Hartford,  fust  back  from  the  "Arizona” 
premiere  at  Tucson  and  a flight  to  the 
coast,  broke  the  Hartford  press  with  a pic- 
ture he  had  taken  with  Irene  Dunne  . . . 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Tucson  over- 
whelmed him  with  attentions,  cars,  chauf- 
feurs, entertainment  . . . Hartford  was 
never  like  this! 


Loew-Politeers  and  press  representatives 
celebrating  Jeanette  MacDonald’s  arrival 
in  Hartford  in  person  and  on  the  screen 
included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Shaw,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lou  Brown,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matt 
Saunders,  Joe  Samartano,  Jack  Simon,  Lou 
Cohen,  Ed  Fitzpatrick,  Eliott  Kronish,  Fred 
Russell,  Post-Telegram,  Bridgeport,  and 
wife;  Sam  Cohen,  Meriden  Journal,  and 
wife;  Julian  Tutliill,  Hartford  Times;  H. 
Vigo  Anderson,  Sunday  editor  Hartford 
Courant.  Miss  MacDonald  was  met  in 
grand  style  at  the  station,  whence  the 
party  proceeded  to  the  Bond  Hotel  for  a 
press  interview,  photos,  and,  incidentally, 
cocktails.  Monk  Maloney  met  the  train  at 
Worcester  and  had  the  star  pose  for  the 
local  press. 

Press  luncheon  in  Bridgeport  for  Leon 
Janney,  star  of  "Adolescence”  played  at 
the  Globe  beginning  last  Sunday.  Janney 
appeared  four  times  as  added  attraction  on 
vaude  program  on  Saturday  preceding  the 

(r======^==^ 

Moral:  Stay  in  Your 
Own  Back  Yard 

Springfield,  Mass. — Ernie  Bates  went  to 
Munson  last  week  on  a hunt  for  deer, 
but  had  no  luck  whatever.  All  of  which 
wasn't  so  bad  until  Bates  neared  his 
home  in  North  Chester  where  he  was 
confronted  by  a IG-year-old  kid  and  a 
big  deer  which  the  youth  had  shot  al- 
most in  Bates'  back  yard. 

When  he  isn't  hunting.  Bates  handles 
the  projection  machine  at  the  Rifkin 
Garden  here. 

VS 


opening,  aiid  also  went  on  the  air  for  an 
interview  . . . Barney  Pitkin  is  chairman 
of  the  New  Year's  Eve  party  planned  by 
B’nai  Jacob  . . . Metro  Pep  Club  will  hold 
its  annual  Xmas  party  at  Oakdale  Tavern, 
Wallingford,  date  to  be  set  . . . Occasion 
will  also  serve  as  the  exchange’s  farewell 
to  Tom  Donaldson,  and  welcome  to  Morey 
Goldstein.  The  grab  bag  of  Xmas  presents 
promises  to  wow  ’em. 

Local  B-41  of  exchange  employes  is  all 
set  for  a Xmas  dinner-party  on  December 
19  at  Baybrook  Inn,  first  social  event  of 
the  year  for  this  group,  with  Sam  Zipkin 
and  Bob  Hoffman  in  charge. 

Bill  Benson,  new  Universal  salesman, 
drives  to  his  Jamaica,  Long  Island  home 
every  weekend  . . . Dorothy,  daughter  of 
Morris  Haddleman  of  Shelton,  and  sister  of 
Sam,  was  engaged  recently  to  Edward  Ar- 
thur Aaron  of  Hamdeyi,  and  will  be  mar- 
ried in  the  spring  . . . Ernest  Dorau  of  the 
Middletown  theatres  is  an  expectant  daddy 
. . . Ben  Cohen,  forjnerly  of  the  College, 
more  lately  manager  of  Loew’s  in  Cal- 
cutta, India,  is  homeward  bound  ivith  Mrs. 
Cohen. 

Morris  Nunes  of  Progressive  Premium, 
just  back  from  trips  to  Philadelphia  and 
Boston,  is  looking  fondly  Florida-ward  . . . 
So  is  Jean  Saslau  of  Fishman  Theatres 
. . . Edward  Meckelburg  in  town  all  week 
for  Fine  Arts  Pictures  . . . John  O’Con- 
nell, president,  and  Robert  C.  Watson,  re- 
cording secretary,  of  local  No.  74  of  stage- 
hands, attended  the  convention  in  Boston 
last  week  . . . The  local  again  postponed 
election  of  officers  to  Sunday,  December 
15  . . . A1  Russell,  of  20th-Pox  home  office 
as  assistant  managing  director  in  the  for- 
eign department,  observing  Ben  Simon 
and  Sam  Germaine  at  work  prior  to  sail- 
ing December  27  for  Johannesburg,  South 
Africa,  to  take  charge  of  exchange  and 
theatres  . . . Filmrow  expressed  sincere 
sympathy  to  A1  Robbins  of  the  Strand, 
Hamden,  on  the  passing  of  his  wife  Ruth 
C.  after  a long  illness. 

Al  Daytz  of  Progressive,  Philadelphia, 
formerly  Metro  Premium,  New  Haven, 
stopped  in  New  Haven  on  his  way  in  from 
BostoJi  . . . Mrs.  William  Hutchins,  wife  of 
the  National  Theatre  Supply  manager,  is 
reeuperating  at  home  after  an  operation  at 
Grace  . . . Irwin  Wheeler  of  Casey  was  a 
visitor.  Also  Flora  Cohen  . . . Mrs.  Frank 
Donaldson,  mother  of  Tom,  and  Mrs. 
Cleveland  McGiveney  were  in  from  Ber- 
lin, N.  H.,  for  a visit  . . . Earl  Wright  in 
Boston  over  the  weekend  . . . Joe  Walsh  of 
Southington  back  at  work  after  leave  of 
absence  to  nurse  an  infected  tooth  . . . 
Peter  Cusanelli,  brother  of  Vic,  Warjier 
booker,  is  appearing  on  Broadway  in 
"Horse  Fever”  . . . Nick  Mascoli  of  Plaza 
and  Carroll,  Waterbury,  is  out  with  the 
grippe. 

Elwood,  son  of  Robert  Russell,  is  teach- 
ing music  at  home  weekends,  while  he 
studies  at  Juillard  . . . Donald  A.  Eldridge 
has  postponed  the  school  film  study  faculty 
advisors’  meeting  to  December  18,  after 
which  the  year’s  program  will  be  an- 
nounced . . . Sherman  Myerson,  RKO,  is  a 
new  member  of  local  B-41  of  exchange  em- 
ployes. 

Essex  Square  Killers  beat  the  Columbian 
Daredevils  on  the  alleys  with  a total  pin 
fall  of  1,271  against  1,214.  Lee  Malcarni’s 
Essex  team  included  Doc  Winne,  Sam  Co- 
copard,  and  Ray  Buckingham,  as  against 
Tim  O’Toole,  Ben  Lourie,  Sid  Swirsky,  and 
Al  Parizer  of  Columbia  . . . Sid  Sivirsky 


U 

A Guest  of  the 
Commons  Cows 

Boston — Four-footed  glamour  is  ex- 
pected in  Boston  with  the  scheduled  ap- 
pearance of  Elsie,  Borden  Bovine,  in  con- 
nection with  Jack  Granara  publicity  on 
the  opening  of  "Little  Men"  at  the  Keith’s 
Memorial.  Granara,  who  has  set  up  a 
bevy  of  exploitation  tidbits,  has  a natural 
in  the  fact  that  when  certain  former 
Bostonians  donated  Boston  Common  to 
the  city,  they  specified  that  the  acreage 
could  be  used  as  pasture  land  only  by 
themselves  and  their  descendants.  Gran- 
ara plans  to  ease  Elsie  onto  the  hal- 
lowed, sanctified,  and  historical  tract  . . . 
if  he  can  get  the  necessary  permission. 
And  he  reasons  that  if  he  can't,  the  story 
will  be  just  as  big. 

Vl^  ■ 

had  highest  average  of  117.6.  The  Colum- 
bians, undaunted,  are  seeking  a return  en- 
gagement. The  organization  meeting  of  a 
state  bowling  league,  sponsored  by  Con- 
necticut MPTO,  was  well  attended.  Co- 
lumbians, Connecticut  Films,  Strand 
Amusement,  Allied  Theatre  Owners,  Essex 
Square,  Loew-Poli  and  other  groups  were 
represented. 

Dixwell  Playhouse  had  a canned  goods 
matinee  at  4 o’clock  Wednesday,  showing 
regular  program.  Howard  is  planning  a 
similar  show  . . . George  Landers  made  it  a 
morning  toy  show  at  E.  M.  Loew’s,  Hart- 
ford . . . Laurel  and  Hardy,  appearing  in 
State,  Hartford  vaude,  paid  a visit  to  the 
inmates  of  Newington  Crippled  Children’s 
Home  and  Children’s  Village.  The  come- 
dians are  booked  for  a full  week  . . . Lyric, 
Bridgeport,  Sunday  big  name  band  shows 
going  big  . . . Rivoli,  Hartford,  tried  a 
one-day  all-Swedish  show  . . . “Kol  Nidre’’ 
got  a big  hand  at  the  Victory  where  it 
played  at  50  cents  admission  ...  So  did 
Michael  Tomasino  for  inviting  Jewish 
Home  for  Aged  inmates  as  his  guests  . . . 
Wesleyan  Cinema  Club  is  presenting  a 
series  of  seven  pictures  at  the  ’92  Theatre. 

For  the  Marx  Bros,  forthcoming  "Go 
West,”  Bob  Russell  is  working  on  street 
nut  giveaway  in  imprinted  bags  . . . 
Kemp’s  nut  window,  3,000  heralds  in  Lib- 
erty magazine,  soft  drink  giveaway  in 
lobby,  cutouts  of  comic  heads  from  24- 
sheets  on  the  picture,  to  be  pasted  on  lobby 
mirrors  . . . Paramount,  New  Haven,  will 
have  seven  acts  of  vaude  on  New  Year’s 
Eve,  with  picture  not  yet  set  . . . Roger 
Sherman  and  Poli  will  have  late  shows 
. . . Roger  Sherman  ushers  wearing  caps 
and  gowns  week  before  Kay  Kyser’s  "You’ll 
Find  Out”  . . . Lobby  sparklmg  with  two 
trimmed  Xmas  trees. 

Franklin  Ferguson  secured  Dr.  William 
Lyon  Phelps  for  an  8:30  curtain  speech 
on  his  Whitney  attraction,  “Swiss  Family 
Robinson”  . . . Also  invited  Hamden  High 
band  Friday  and  Saturday,  as  added  local 
flavor  attraction  with  “A  Little  Bit  of 
Heaven”  . . . Morris  Rosenthal  presenting 
gold  footballs  to  all  Bridgeport  high  school 
eleven,  and  breaking  sport  page  several 
times  as  a result  . . . Monk  Maloney  got  a 
university  official  to  act  as  commentator 
for  the  10-minute  newsreel  shots  of  the 
Boston  College-Holy  Cross  game,  at  each 
show  . . . Filmites  Note:  Watch  the  Box- 
OFFicE  Xmas  edition  for  an  overflowing 
share  of  good  wishes  which  have  been 
bought  for  you  and  delivered  in  your  own 
indispensable  film  mag  (pardon  the 
modesty). 
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Poll  Circuit  Managers 
Meet  Miss  MacDonald 


Hartford- — When  Jeanette  MacDonald 
came  to  Hartford  last  Sunday  for  a p.a.  at 
the  Bushnell’s  Memorial,  the  Loew’s  Poli 
circuit  boys  turned  out  to  greet  her.  On 
hand  at  Union  Station  were  Harry  P. 
Shaw,  division  manager;  Louis  Brown, 
publicity  chief;  Jack  A.  Simons,  local 
Loew’s  Poli  manager;  and  Russell  P. 
Grant,  Loew’s  Poli  student  assistant. 

In  the  afternoon,  a press  conference 
was  held  at  the  Heublein  Hotel  in  honor  of 
Miss  MacDonald.  Matt  L.  Saunders, 
Loew’s  Poli,  Bridgeport;  Joseph  Samar- 
tano,  Loew’s  Poli  Palace,  Meriden;  Jack  A. 
Simons,  Loew’s  Poli,  Hartford;  and  Louis 
A.  Cohen,  Loew’s  Poli  Palace,  Hartford, 
were  in  attendance  as  well  as  Mrs.  M. 
Oakley  Christoph  and  Julian  B.  Tuthill, 
film  columnists  of  the  Hartford  Courant 
and  Times,  respectively. 

Gene  Raymond,  the  star’s  husband,  ac- 
companied her. 


2Sth  Anniversary  Party 
For  the  Sam  Germaines 

New  Haven — ^Fifty  friends  in  and  out  of 
the  industry  feted  Sam  Germaine,  20th- 
Pox  booking  manager,  and  Mrs.  Germaine 
at  a 25th  anniversary  party  at  Kaysey’s. 
The  couple  was  presented  with  a gift  of 
china.  Among  film  people  present  were 
Ben  Simon  and  Earl  Wright,  manager  and 
salesman  of  20th-Fox;  A1  Schuman,  pres- 
ident of  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Con- 
necticut; Morris  Jacobson  of  Strand 
Amusement  Co.,  Bridgeport;  Harry  Ger- 
maine, Price  Premium;  Henry  Germaine, 
Paramount  salesman;  Larry  Germaine, 
Warner  theatre  department;  and  John 
Pavone,  Universal  salesman. 


L.  W.  Roberts  Forms  a 
Cinema  Review  Group 

West  Hartford,  Conn. — A Cinema  Re- 
view Committee,  composed  of  six  students, 
has  been  organized  at  the  William  H. 
Hall  High  School  under  the  direction  of 
Lloyd  W.  Roberts.  The  purpose  of  the 
committee  will  be  “to  study  pictures  com- 
ing to  the  Central  Theatre  <a  WB  unit) 
in  West  Hartford,  and  determine  which 
pictures  would  benefit  students.” 

Special  tickets  will  be  distributed 
through  the  schools  here  for  those  pictures 
which  the  committee  recommends. 


Joseph  M.  Gaites 

Boston — Joseph  M.  Gaites,  veteran 
theatrical  producer  whose  most  recent  as- 
sociation was  with  the  Copley  here,  died 
last  week  at  the  Deaconess  Hospital  at  the 
age  of  67,  He  was  associated  with  Shu- 
bert  interests  for  14  years.  Among  his 
more  successful  productions  were  “Three 
Twins,”  “Yamayama  Girl,”  and  “Sky 
High,”  all  of  some  two  decades  ago. 


No  Successor  to  Rickaby 
Springfield,  Mass. — There  will  be  no 
one  named  to  the  position  of  assistant 
manager  at  the  Forest  Park  Phillips  to 
succeed  Henry  Rickaby,  resigned,  accord- 
ing to  Manager  Carl  Jamroga. 


Local  486  Plans  Ball 
_ Hartford— Local  486,  lATSE,  is  plan- 
ning a ball,  which  is  slated  to  take  place 
sometime  around  New  Year’s. 
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lyjILES  MILLER,  doorman  at  the  Prin- 
cess,  is  back  on  the  job  again,  after 
recuperating  from  injuries  received  in  an 
auto  accident  which  occurred  last  fort- 
night . . . Eleanor  Simons,  daughter  of 
Jack  A.  Simons,  local  Loew’s  Poli  mana- 
ger, has  been  ill  at  home  with  a throat  in- 
fection . . . ‘“Little  Nellie  Kelly”  did  two 
weeks  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  Elm  St.,  Wor- 
cester, and  College,  New  Haven  . . . Robert 
Kopelman  has  resigned  as  State  usher 
. . . Cab  Calloway  and  his  band  performed 
at  the  Lyric,  Bridgeport  . . . Edith  Brause 
is  the  new  candy  girl  at  the  Loew’s  Poli, 
. . . William  B.  Killeen,  former  M&P’s 
Allyn  usher,  is  now  working  at  the  WB’s 
Colonial  on  Farmington  Ave.  as  assistant 
engineer. 

Phillip  Fugerson  is  a new  usher  at  the 
WB’s  Colonial  . . . “Escape  to  Glory,” 
which  was  produced  for  Columbia  by  form- 
er Hartfordite  Samuel  Bischoff,  was  seen 
by  the  local  press  as  a fine  production  . . . 
Harry  Mangiavite,  manager  of  the  Stam- 
ford, Stamford,  in  connection  with  “The 
Sea  Hawk”  obtained  six  window  displays, 
a lucky  number  contest,  and  distributed 
free  fan  photos  of  Brenda  Marshall  dur- 
ing the  run  of  that  picture  . . . Tommy 
Habby  is  a new  usher  at  the  Warner  Colo- 
nial. 

The  Torrington  Cinema  Club  showed  its 
motion  pictures  of  the  bicentenial  cele- 
bration and  parade  last  Tuesday  night  at 
the  Torrington  City  Hall  auditorium  . . . 
Martin  Kelleher,  Princess  manager,  was 
in  New  Haven  on  business  . . . Bernard 
William  Levy  of  the  Proven  Pictures  and 
also  Fred  Lieberman’s  district  manager  for 
Hartford  and  Holyoke,  Mass.,  tripped  to 
Boston  on  business  . . . Mickey  Daly  of 
Hartford  and  Plainfield  was  in  New  Haven. 

Manager  George  E.  Landers  of  the  E.  M. 
Loew’s  was  in  Boston  . . . Priscilla  Lane 
was  in  tovm  to  catch  her  sister’s  (Rose- 
mary’s) show  at  the  State  last  fortnight. 

Robert  Oates,  former  assistant  manager 
of  the  Proven  Pictures,  is  a new  usher  at 
the  Strand  . . . Schulmans’  Rivoli  has 
bought  Progressive  Premium’s  36-week  en- 
amelware  deal  . . . Transcriptions  were 
used  on  Station  WELI  for  exploitation  on 
“Hullabaloo”  and  ‘“Little  Nellie  Kelly.” 

. . . Regards  are  in  order  for  the  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sammie  Haddleman  of  Bridgeport 
who  are  currently  observing  five  years  of 
married  life  . . Congratulations  are  in 
order  for  Eddie  Solkolowsky,  manager  of 
the  Plainfield  Theatre,  Plainfield,  who,  for 
the  second  time,  is  the  father  of  a baby 
boy  (Michael),  who  was  born  at  the  Back- 
us Hospital,  Norwich. 

M.  Sticker,  student  assistant  of  the 
Loew’s  Poli,  Waterbury,  obtained  an  entire 
page  of  co-op  ads  for  “Escape”  in  that 
town  . . . Martin  Harris,  New  York  booker 
for  the  local  Harris  Brothers’  State,  was 
in  town  to  confer  with  Theodore  Harris, 
State  manager  . . . James  F.  McCarthy, 
manager  of  the  WB’s  Strand,  and  Henry 
Needles,  Warner’s  district  manager,  were 
in  Manchester  last  Thursday  to  visit  the 
WB  boys  there  . . . Johnnie  Sirica,  former 
manager  of  the  Thompsonville  Strand,  has 
been  doing  national  defense  investigation 
in  the  Rug  Town. 

James  F.  McCarthy  of  the  WB  Strand 
and  his  assistant,  Frankie  Ramsey,  have 
started  their  advance  campaign  on  “Santa 
Fe  Trail”  . . . Gene  Tierney,  screen  star, 
left  her  Green  Farms  home  for  the  coast 
and  more  pictures  . . . WB’s  State,  over 
Manchester  way,  is  slated  to  be  remodeled 


between  December  16  and  24.  Renovation 
plans  include  new  marquee,  lobby,  carpets, 
lighting,  and  decoration  . . . Rialto,  South 
Norwalk,  will  have  all  renovation  com- 
pleted within  a few  days,  according  to 
present  schedule. 

Manager  Walter  B.  Lloyd  of  the 
MkP’s  Allyyi  reports  that  business  on 
“North  West  Mounted  Police”  was  tre- 
mendous . . . The  Hartford  Times  had  a 
picture  of  Richard  Landers,  son  of  George, 
E.  M.  Loew’s  manager,  printed  along  with 
other  local  youngsters  in  connection  with 
the  paper’s  special  Christmas  matinee  at 
the  E.  M.  Loew’s  last  Saturday  morning 
. . . Hartford  Little  Theatre  presented 
“Post  Road”  at  the  Avery  Memorial  last 
weekend  . . . League  for  Labor  Palestine 
sponsored  a showing  of  Molly  Picon  in  the 
Yiddish  film,  “Mamele.” 

New  Year’s  Eve  shows:  The  State  an- 
nounces that  it  will  present  a three  hour 
show  then,  featuring  John  Kirby  and  Ray 
Herbeck  with  their  orchestras,  plus  Max- 
ine Sullivan  and  others  . . . E.  M.  Loew’s, 
according  to  Manager  George  E.  Landers, 
is  planning  to  present  a big  screen  hit  . . . 
Other  houses  in  town  not  definite  over 
their  plans. 

Katharine  Hepburn  was  to  have  been  a 
patroness  at  the  British  war  relief  dance 
at  the  Hartford  Golf  Club  Friday  evening. 
Miss  Hepburn,  who  recently  finished  “The 
Philadelphia  Story”  for  M-G-M,  tele- 
phoned her  acceptance  for  the  affair  last 
fortnight  from  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  she 
was  appearing  in  “The  Philadelphia  Story” 
on  the  stage  . . . Clyde  McCoy  and  his 
orchestra  together  with  Rufe  Davis  played 
the  Metropolitan,  Providence  . . . Fays, 
Provideyice,  gave  away  junior  G-Man 
badges  to  the  first  500  kids  attending  the 
first  show  last  fortnight  during  the  run 
of  “Junior  G-Men.” 

Rudy  Frank,  Harris  Brothers’  State  pub- 
licity director,  went  to  town  on  radio  sta- 
tion tie-ups  when  Laurel  & Hardy  hit  that 
theatre  for  a seven-day  p.  a.  engagement. 
All  Hartford  stations — WTIC,  WDRC  and 
WTHT — interviewed  the  stars  on  separate 
programs.  WNBC,  New  Britain,  also  came 
in  for  a share  of  things.  Countless  plugs 
in  the  local  press  also  were  included  in 
Frank’s  campaign. 


0 ■ 

: NEW  HAMPSHIRE  : 

vs  - 

pETER  D.  LATCHIS,  leading  exhibitor  in 
Keene,  has  been  appointed  local  chair- 
man of  the  Greek  War  Relief  Ass’n  . . . 
Sound  films  have  been  made  a part  of  the 
educational  program  at  Somersworth  High 
School.  A new  projector  has  been  in- 
stalled. 

During  the  pre-Christmas  season,  the 
Strand  and  State  in  Manchester  cooper- 
ated with  the  Manchester  Union-Leader  in 
sponsoring  a “Chuckle  Ad  Contest.”  Lead- 
ing business  firms  of  the  Queen  City  par- 
ticipated, and  besides  merchandise  certifi- 
cates, prizes  included  film  guest  tickets. 

Rubinoff  brought  his  violin  to  Manches- 
ter, December  6,  for  an  appearance  spon- 
sored by  the  Kiwanis  Club.  He  also  gave 
concerts  in  other  parts  of  New  Hampshire 
. . . Arthur  F.  Nevers,  noted  leader  of  the 
Nevers  Second  Regiment  Band,  is  dead  in 
Concord  at  the  age  of  79. 
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JJARRY  P.  SHAW,  Loew’s  Poli  division 
manager,  and  Louis  A.  Brown,  that 
circuit’s  publicity  director,  were  in  town 
to  discuss  with  George  E.  Freeman,  local 
Loew’s  Poli  manager,  about  forthcoming 
Loew’s  Poli  hits  . . . Ruth  “Cookie”  Hurley, 
Loew’s  Poli  usherette,  who  was  sick  at  the 
Springfield  Hospital  for  several  weeks,  re- 
turned last  Sunday  to  the  theatre  and 
work.  Dorothy  Bonney,  who  filled  in  for 
her,  has  been  added  to  the  usherettes  staff 
. . . Mary  Manning,  receptionist  for  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.,  is 
back  on  the  job  again,  after  having  been 
ill  with  a cold  at  home  for  about  a week. 
Mrs.  Thieley  Murphy  filled  in. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  L.  Bouvier  are 
expecting  the  stork  within  the  next  month 
or  so.  Mr.  B.  is  doorman  at  the  Broadway 
. . . Manager  Freddie  Frechette’s  office  at 
the  Garden  is  being  remodeled  . . . Busi- 
ness on  the  local  front  last  week  was,  com- 
paratively speaking,  a bit  slow,  due  ap- 
parently to  the  cold  wave  . . . In  connec- 
tion with  exploitation  on  “Bitter  Sweet,” 
Manager  George  E.  Freeman  of  the 
Loew’s  Poli  had  Milton  Hale,  Hollywood 
commentator  for  WMAS,  devote  an  entire 
program  to  the  M-G-M  release  . . . Albert 
Roulette  and  William  B.  Viau,  members 
of  the  Art’s  service  staff  and  also  hunters 
every  now  and  then,  went  over  to  Mont- 
gomery, Mass.,  last  Tuesday  to  try  and  get 
something.  Unfortunately,  however,  they 
both  returned  empty-handed!  . . . Ray- 
mond Title,  Art  manager,  was  in  the  Bos- 
ton  film  district. 

Manager  A1  Anders,  Bijou,  reported  fair- 
ly good  business  with  “Escape  to  Glory” 
. . . Manager  Charlie  R.  Smith’s  Broad- 
way played  Republic’s  ‘“The  Ranger  and 
the  Lady”  . . . Harry  Smith,  Western 
Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.,  division 
manager  and  also  director  of  publicity, 
reports  that  all  circuit  houses  will  have 
special  New  Year  shows.  Paramount, 
Springfield,  will  have  a big  stage  show. 

Bert  Jackson,  manager,  E.  M.  Loew’s 
Court  Square,  Springfield,  was  in  Boston 
. . . William  C.  Purcell,  formerly  manager 
of  the  Academy,  Fall  River,  is  now  maiiag- 
ing  the  Loew’s  Strand  in  Hew  Bedford,  re- 
placing P.  J.  Levesque  . . . James  McCann, 
projectionist  at  the  Empire,  Hew  Bedford, 
has  joined  the  U.  S.  Havy  . . . Herman 
Rifkin,  head  of  the  Rifkin  Theatres  cir- 
cuit, was  in  Springfield  to  look  over  his 
local  houses. 

Emil  E.  Bengille,  projectionist  at  the 
Broadway,  who  has  been  ill  in  the  Spring- 
field  Emergency  Hospital,  was  to  have 
been  released  from  the  hospital  sometime 
this  week  . . . Joseph  Egan,  assistant  en- 
gineer of  the  Goldstein  Brothers’  Para- 
mount, too  was  to  leave  his  hospital  bed 
this  week.  Robert  Williams  has  been  fill- 
ing in  for  Egan  ...  An  epidemic  of  colds 
hit  the  Goldstein  Brothers’  Paramount 
during  the  past  two  weeks,  with  everyone 
from  Manager  Eddie  Smith  down  sniffling 
and  sneezing,  except  Melvin  M.  Aronson, 
chief  of  service,  and  Tommy  Pennock, 
usher. 

Rudolph  Marrianno  is  the  new  mainte- 
nance man  at  the  Forest  Park  Phillips, 
succeeding  Arthur  Raines,  resigned  . . . 
Hathan  E.  Goldstein,  president,  and  Harry 
Smith,  division  manager  and  also  director 
of  publicity,  of  the  Western  Massachusetts 
Theatres,  Inc.,  weathered  the  cold  wave  to 
get  to  Boston,  where  they  attended  the 
testimonial  dinner  for  Steve  Broidy  of 
Monogram  . . . Ernest  W.  Whitford,  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  Court 
Square,  reports  that  the  theatre  will  have 


a great  stage  show  for  its  Hew  Year’s  Eve 
offering. 

Local  E.  M.  Loew’s  Court  Square  will  in- 
crease its  days  of  flesh  to  four-a-week 
on  Christmas  Day,  which  occurs  on  a 
Wednesday.  Theatre  will  try  this  new 
schedule,  instead  of  sticking  to  the  old 
three-a-week  policy  . . . Raymond  Lynch, 
E.  M.  Loew’s  Court  Square  doorman,  re- 
signed . . . Patrick  J.  Isabella,  Springfield 
theatre  artist  for  the  past  three  years,  is 
now  doing  art  work  for  all  local  theatres 
except  two  . . . Manager  Freddie  Frechette 
of  the  Garden  reports  that  Henry  Regan 
and  Bruce  Jerauna  have  joined  the  the- 
atre’s service  staff. 

Herbert  Binnes,  projectionist  at  the 
Phillips  and  also  a “ham,”  has  installed  a 
transmitter  in  his  car  in  order  to  progress 
more  rapidly  in  his  chosen  hobby  . . . 
Broadway  has  concluded  a four  week  series 
of  drum  contests,  during  which  time  drum 
corps  from  Greater  Springfield  were  in 
competitions  on  the  theatre’s  stage  every 
Friday  night.  Manager  Charlie  R.  Smith 
and  Jay  Raymond,  assistant,  put  over  a 
great  exploitation  campaign  which  resulted 
in  very  good  business  for  the  entire  series. 

A move  to  have  only  union  operators 
project  both  35  and  16mm  films  in  this 
area  is  now  under  way,  according  to  Local 
186,  lATSE  . . . George  W.  Coleman,  Ar- 
cade manager,  and  his  assistant,  Hy  Nozak, 
planned  a photocrome  display,  40  inches  by 
60,  for  “No  Time  for  Comedy”  . . . Hy 
Nozak,  assistant  manager  of  the  Arcade, 
went  skiing  last  Monday  at  the  Franconia 
Golf  Course  . . . Howard  Smith  and  Wil- 
liam Latinville,  Arcade  projectionists,  are 
great  amateur  photographers,  while  Hy 
Nozak,  assistant  manager,  is  quite  a bask- 
etball fan. 

With  the  sponsoring  of  vaudeville  at 
the  Empire,  Hew  Bedford,  W.  S.  Carrine 
has  returned  the  house  to  two  changes 
a week  . . . Capitol  has  a new  ABC  candy 
machine  in  its  lobby  . . . Congratulations 
are  in  order  for  Joseph  Liss,  manager  of 
the  Strand,  Clinton,  who  became  the  proud 
father  of  a baby  girl  recently. 


^ARMEN  MASCOLI,  manager  of  Al- 
hambra, Waterbury,  and  his  bride  are 
back  from  a honeymoon  in  the  South. 
Mrs.  Mascoli,  the  former  Grace  Rossi,  is 
the  daughter  of  the  owner  of  the  Alham- 
bra . . . Michaeline,  sister  of  Anthony 
Masella,  assistant  manager  at  the  Globe, 
is  due  to  fly  back  from  Naples  before 
Christmas.  She  had  planned  to  continue 
her  music  studies  in  the  Italian  city  de- 
spite the  war,  but  her  parents  ordered  her 
home. 

Frankie  Main  of  the  Loew-Poli  staff  is 
a grandfather  . . . Cab  Calloway,  in  the 
Lyric  for  a Sunday  date,  shattered  the 
house  record  . . . Michael  Carroll  played 
“The  Ramparts  We  Watch”  as  a benefit 
for  the  Harding  High  Hight  school  . . . 
Thieves  broke  into  the  office  of  Jack  Sch- 
wartz’s West  End  Theatre  but  left  without 
loot  when  the  safe  failed  to  yield  . . . The 
Rialto,  Horwalk,  is  7ww  charging  a general 
admission  of  20  cents  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  yiights. 

Bridgeport  Chamber  of  Commerce  is 
doing  all  possible  to  refute  the  story  that 
was  carried  over  the  air  and  on  the  front 
page  of  New  York  city  newspapers  that 
money  is  so  free  here  that  laborers  drink 


Quartet  Win  Holdovers 
In  Downtown  Hartiord 


Hartford — For  the  first  time  in  several 
months  there  were  four  holdovers  in  down- 
town Hartford  last  week.  Loew’s  Poli  Pal- 
ace played  “Bitter  Sweet”  a second  week, 
as  did  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  and  the  WB’s 
Regal  with  “Escape  to  Glory”  and  “The 
Letter,”  respectively.  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  smashed  all  previous  boxoffice  re- 
ceipts at  the  M&P’s  Allyn  to  go  into  a sec- 
ond week. 


Stage  Employes  Local  74 
Sets  Election  lor  Dec,  15 

New  Haven — Annual  election  of  officers 
and  directors  of  local  74  of  the  stage  em- 
ployes in  New  Haven,  Ansonia  and  Derby, 
is  scheduled  after  several  postponements 
for  Sunday,  December  15,  at  Trades  Coun- 
cil Hall,  John  S.  O’Connell  presiding.  Vote 
on  new  contracts  with  Loew’s  and  Shu- 
bert’s  was  also  on  the  agenda. 

Local  186  Will  Hold 
Business  Meeting 

Springfield,  Mass. — A business  meeting 
of  Local  186,  lATSE,  wiU  be  held  at  the 
Central  Labor  Union  here  Monday.  Ben- 
jamin Hull  will  preside.  It  is  expected 
someone  will  be  chosen  to  fill  the  position 
of  business  manager  for  the  union,  held 
until  recently  by  the  late  John  F.  Gatelee. 


Films  Pass  Censors 

Boston — Twenty-eight  motion  pictures 
— a full  slate  of  those  submitted — were  ap- 
proved for  Sunday  showing  in  Massachu- 
setts by  the  bureau  of  Sunday  censorship. 
Six  vaudeville  acts  were  denied  permits. 


Cat  Puts  Up  Fight 
Pittsfield,  Mass. — Donald  Tatro,  pro- 
jectionist at  the  Palace  here,  shot  an  18- 
pound  wildcat  while  deer  hunting  in  the 
woods  on  the  estate  of  Princess  Diane  R. 
Eristavi,  Ice  Glen  Road,  Stockbridge.  The 
cat,  reported  Tatro,  put  up  a fight. 


nothing  but  champagne.  Beer  is  still  popu- 
lar here  for  it  is  only  the  skilled  workers 
who  are  getting  the  good  jobs  . . . Harry 
Rose  at  the  Globe  handed  out  tooth  pow- 
der samples  in  a tie-up  with  a drug  firm. 

Pickwick  Theatre,  Greenwich,  has  tied 
up  with  the  Times  of  that  city  for  a front 
page  inquiring  reporter  column  with  two 
guest  tickets  to  the  theatre  being  given 
for  each  question  used  . . . The  Horwalk 
Theatre  has  been  using  a Kiddie  Quiz  con- 
test at  Saturday  matinees  . . . Sidney’s 
amateurs  are  now  a Tuesday  night  feature 
at  the  Garde,  Hew  London  . . . The  Groton 
celebrated  its  first  year  with  a gala  anni- 
versary show  . . . Donald  O’Connor  of  the 
films  made  a personal  appearance  at  the 
State,  Torrington. 

The  sudden  cold  wave  nipped  the  box- 
office  grosses  . . . Plans  are  now  under 
way  for  the  construction  of  three  new 
neighborhood  theatres  here  . . . The  War- 
ner will  have  “Love  Thy  Neighbor”  for  a 
New  Year’s  eve  show  ...  A new  electric 
clock  has  been  installed  in  the  Warner 
boxoffice  . . . Plans  are  underway  for  the 
annual  Loew’s  PoM-Times-Star  Christmas 
toy  matinee. 
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Bank  Night  Collection 
Suit  Nears  Hearing 

Boston — A Bank  Night  collection  suit, 
brought  against  the  Sudbury  Amusement 
Co.  by  Roy  E.  Heffner,  New  England  as- 
signee of  Affiliated  Enterprises,  Inc.,  was 
to  have  been  heard  here  late  this  week. 
The  defendant  company  formerly  was 
operated  by  the  late  Louis  Boas. 

Boris  Morros  Sees  Trend 
Toward  "Escapist"  Films 

Boston — “The  trend  is  toward  escapist 
pictures,”  Boris  Morros  said  here  as  he 
passed  through  Boston  on  a nationwide 
business  tour.  “Theatregoers  want  to  for- 
get newspapers  and  radio  bulletins.  The 
best  way  they  can  do  that  is  by  laughing.” 


Back  Seventh  Time 

Boston — E.  M.  Loew  brought  “Wages  of 
Sin”  back  into  the  Gayety  last  week  for  a 
six-day  run.  It  was  the  seventh  time  that 
the  Charles  Brent  release  had  played 
downtown  Boston,  a new  record  for  a 
roadshow  picture. 


Promotion  for  Markoski 

Hartford — ^Bernard  William  Levy,  man- 
ager of  Proven  Pictures  Theatre  and  also 
division  manager  of  the  Fred  Lieberman 
chain  in  Hartford  and  Holyoke,  Mass., 
announces  the  appointment  of  Sylvester 
Markoski,  projectionist,  as  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  theatre.  He  replaces  Robert 
Oates,  resigned. 


Scripting  New  "Maisie" 

Hollywood — Metro  has  teamed  Mary 
McCarthy  and  Betty  Reinhardt  to  script 
a new  “Maisie”  story  to  star  Ann  Sothem. 


THEATRE  circles  buzzed  Monday  when 
news  of  the  robbery  of  Albert  J.  Clarke, 
recently  appointed  manager  of  the  Ma- 
jestic, became  known.  Clarke,  accom- 
panied by  John  Sergey,  chief  of  staff  at 
the  Majestic,  stepped  out  of  Fays  Theatre, 
in  downtown  Providence,  shortly  after 
12:30  Monday  afternoon  carrying  weekend 
receipts  of  Fays  and  Majestic  theatres 
(about  $4,000)  on  way  to  deposit  same. 
Entering  Clarke’s  automobile,  parked  in 
the  alley  by  the  theatre,  two  men  ap- 
proached the  machine  from  the  opposite 
sides,  one  climbing  into  the  front  seat 
and  the  other  in  the  rear,  both  carrying 
guns.  With  one  of  the  bandits  at  the 
wheel,  the  other  threatening  Clarke  and 
Sergey,  the  machine  was  driven  several 
blocks  before  the  theatremen  were  told  to 
climb  out,  the  bandits  then  driving  off. 
Police  later  discovered  Clarke’s  car  de- 
serted on  a parking  lot. 

Manager  Ed  Reed  will  turn  over  his 
Strand  Theatre  to  the  Better  Films  Coun- 
cil of  Rhode  Island  tor  its  annual  “food 
matinee”  next  Saturday  morning.  Food- 
stuffs collected  in  lieu  of  cash  will  be  dis- 
tributed to  needy  families  through  charit- 
able institutions  . . . Associated  Theatres, 
Inc.,  also  will  run  “canned  goods”  morn- 
ing matinees  this  year,  with  Charles  E. 
Nelson  of  the  Park  having  set  December 
21  as  the  date  for  the  show  at  his  house; 
Cranston  District  Nurses  as  distributing 
source  of  food. 

Bill  Morton,  RKO-Albee’s  publicist,  is 
nothing  if  not  an  opportunist.  Some  days 
ago  a street  decoration  program  got  un- 
der way  when  large  sand-filled  oil  drums 
in  which  6 foot  poles  stood  were  set  out 
along  curb  lines.  Purpose  was  as  an- 
chorage for  Christmas  trees  to  be  put  out 
later.  But  when  poles  had  stood  unused 


"Questo-Quiz"  Joins  the 
Ranks  of  Cash  Games 

Boston — “Questo-Quiz”  is  the  newest 
member  of  New  England’s  extensive  fam- 
ily of  cash  giveaways,  past  and  present. 
Joseph  Schmuck  and  Edward  Kleine  have 
already  placed  the  plan  in  a number  of 
houses,  including  the  Egyptian  in  Brigh- 
ton, an  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  situation; 
Norman  Glassman’s  Rialto  in  Lowell,  and 
Peterson’s  in  Somerville. 

"North  West  Mounted"  Is 
Sole  Hub  Holdover 

Boston — “North  West  Mounted  Police” 
is  the  only  holdover  in  Boston’s  first-run 
theatres.  Jack  Goodwin,  managing  direc- 
tor of  the  Metropolitan,  retained  both  the 
DeMille  production  and  “Youth  Will  Be 
Served”  after  a first  week  of  heavy  money, 
hypoed  by  increased  admission  prices. 


Loses  in  a Fire 

North  Adams,  Mass. — T.  W.  Chatburn, 
manager  of  the  Richmond  here,  a West- 
ern Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.,  house, 
suffered  losses  when  the  local  Wellington 
Hotel  burned  down  recently.  Chatburn 
lodged  at  that  hotel. 


for  three  days,  Morton  tacked  cards  ad- 
vertising “Long  Voyage  Home,”  the  Al- 
bee’s  feature.  Radio  transcription,  mu- 
sical program  on  Brown  University  broad- 
casting system,  plugging  film;  displays 
and  bookmarks  distribution  in  city’s  li- 
braries; tieup  with  Coloniai  steamship 
line;  contacting  of  British  Empire  Club 
and  British  Legion  Posts  with  cards  mailed 
to  all  members  informing  them  of  film’s 
playing  dates;  ditto  to  600  members  of 
Rhode  Island  yacht  clubs  were  other  ad 
stunts  and  tieups  Morton  and  George 
French  used  in  plugging  film. 


ANY  NEWS  TODAY? 

Planning  a new  theatre?  Remodeling?  Being  promoted?  Getting  married?  Got  a new  baby  (infant)  ? Buy- 
ing new  equipment?  Been  elected  mayor?  Son  or  daughter  graduating?  Proud  of  a new  exploitation  stunt? 
Hired  a new  staff  member?  Solved  a knotty  problem? 
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fOROifiiion  Buetou 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  'will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  hove  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Iniormation  on  the  iollo'wing  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MTIOO  Attraction  Board  Letters 

MTlOl  Bulletin  Boards 

MT102  Cut-Out  Machines 

MT103  Display  Frames  and  Cases 

MT104  Flashers,  Sigrn 

MT105  Insert  Frames 

MT106  Lamp  Coloring 

MT107  Letter  Mounting  Units 

MT108  Marquees 

MT109  Poster  Projectors 

MTllO  Signs,  Admission 

MTlll  Signs,  Electric 

MT112  Signs,  Neon,  Zeon 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT12tt  Air  Circulators 

MT121  Air  Conditioning  Motors 

MT122  Air  Conditioning  Systems 

MT123  Air  Filters 

MT124  Air  Washers 

MT125  Blowers 

MT126  Boilers  and  Furnaces 

MT127  Colls,  Cooling 

MT128  Compressors 

MT129  Condensers 

MT130  Cooling  Equipment 

MT131  Cooling  Towers 

MT132  Dehumldiflers 

MT133  Diffusers,  Air 

MT134  Electric  Motor  Controls 

MT135  Exhaust  Fans 

MT136  Grilles  and  Registers 

MT137  Heating  Equipment 

MT138  Oil  Burners 

MT139  Refrigeration 

MT140  Spray  Nozzles 

MT141  Stokers 


MT142  Temperature  Control  Devices 
MT143  Thermostats  and  Humidistats 
MT144  Unit  Heaters 
MT145  Ventilating  Systems 
MT146  Water  Cooling  Systems 


DECORATIONS  & FURNISHINGS 


MT155  Acoustical  Materials 
MT156  Aisle  Ll&hts 
MT157  Boxofflces 
MT158  Carpets 
MT159  Carpet  Cushion 
MTIGO  Desi&n  Service 
MT161  Directional  Signs 
MT162  Door  Controls 
MT163  Draperies  and  Curtains 
MT164  Drinking  Fountains 
MT165  Exit  Signs 

MT166  Foam  Rubber  Seat  Cushions 
MT167  Interior  Decoration 
MT168  Interior  Wall  Finishes 
MT169  Lounge  Furniture 
MT170  Matting,  Rubber 
MT171  Mirrors 

MT172  Ornamental  Metal  Work 

MT173  Paint  Products 

MT174  Railings,  Lobby 

MT175  Sand  Urns 

MT176  Seating,  Auditorium 

MT177  Slip  Covers 

MT178  Speaking  Tubes 

MT179  Ticket  Choppers  and  Boxes 

MT180  Theatre  Chairs 

MT181  Upholstery  Materials 

MT182  Wall  Coverings,  Fabric 


LIGHTING 


MT190  Dimmers  and  Controls 
MT191  Effect  Lighting  Devices 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  V/ANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


MT192  Elec.  Measuring  Instruments 

MT193  Engines,  Diesel 

MT194  Fluorescent  Lamps  and  Fixtures 

MT195  Gelatine  Sheets 

MT196  Incandescent  Lamps 

MT197  Lighting  Fixtures 

MT198  Lighting  Plants,  Emergency 

MT199  Cove  Lighting 

MT200  Reflectors 

MT201  Reflector  Lamps 

MT202  Spot  and  Flood  Lamps 

MT203  Spot  and  Flood  Lights 

MT204  Storage  Batteries 

MT205  Switches,  Safety 

MT206  Switchboards 

MT207  Transformers,  Neon 


MAINTENANCE 


MT210  Bolts,  Expansion  and  Toggle 

MT211  Carpet  Spotting  Compounds 

MT212  Drills,  Rotary 

MT213  Fire  Extinguishers 

MT214  Fireproofing  Compounds 

MT215  Gum  Removers 

MT216  Safety  Ladders 

MT217  Seat  Patching  Kits 

MT218  Seating  Repairs 

MT219  Vacuum  Cleaners 


MT270  Rheostats 

MT271  Safety  Devices 

MT272  Slide  Projectors 

MT273  Sound  Projectors,  35mm 

MT274  Sound  Projectors,  16mm 

MT275  Stereopticons 

MT276  Tool  Kits 


SANITATION 


MT285  Cleansing  Compounds 

MT286  Deodorants  and  Disinfectants 

MT287  Flush  Valves 

MT288  Hand  Driers,  Electric 

MT289  Insecticides  and  Germicides 

MT290  Odor  Absorbers 

MT291  Ozone  Generators 

MT292  Paper  Towels  and  Cabinets 

MT293  Perfumes 

MT294  Plumbing  Fixtures 

MT295  Sanitary  Supplies 

MT296  Soaps  and  Cleansers 

MT297  Suction  Cleaners 

MT298  Washroom  Accessories 


SOUND 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT225  Coin  Changing  Machines 

MT226  Fireproof  Safes  and  Files 

MT227  Music  Stands 

MT228  Organs,  Electric 

MT229  Popcorn  Machines 

MT230  Popcorn  & Confection  Supplies 

MT231  Staff  Uniforms 

MT232  Tickets 

MT233  Ticket  Machines 

MT234  Water  Coolers 


MT305  Amplifiers 

MT306  Amplifier  Tubes 

MT307  Hearing  Aids 

MT308  Horn  Lifts  and  Towers 

MT309  Intercommunicating  Systems 

MT310  Lamps,  Exciter 

MT311  Lens  Assemblies,  Sound 

MT312  Microphones 

MT313  Photoelectric  Cells 

MT314  Public  Address  Amplifiers 

MT315  Public  Address  Systems 

MT316  Radio  Tubes 

MT317  Record  Reproducers 

MT318  Sound  Equipment,  Complete 

MT319  Sound  Heads 

MT320  Sound  Service,  Contract 

MT321  Speakers 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  12-14-40 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State. 


PROJECTION 
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MT240  Booth  Doors  and  Ports 
MT241  Carbon  Savers 
MT242  Carbon  Waste  Cans 
MT243  Change-Over  Devices 
MT244  Condensing  Lenses 
MT245  Dowsers 
MT246  Film  Cabinets 
MT247  Film  Cement 
MT248  Film  Handling  Devices 
MT249  Film  Preservatives 
MT250  Film  Reels 
MT251  Film  Rewinders 
MT252  Fire  Shutters,  Projection 
MT253  Intermittent  Movements 
MT254  Motion  Picture  Screens 
MT255  Motor  Brushes 
MT256  Motor-Generators 
MT257  Portable  Sound  Projectors 
MT258  Projection  Arc  Lamps 
MT259  Projeetion  Lenses 
MT260  Projection  Slides 
MT261  Projector  Carbons 
MT262  Projector  Parts 
MT263  Projector  Pedestals 
MT264  Rectifiers,  Bulb  Type 
MT265  Rectifiers,  Copper-Oxide 
MT266  Rectifiers,  Copper-Sulphide 
MT267  Reel-End  Signals 
MT268  Reflector  Equipment 
MT269  Rewind  Tables 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT330  Costumes 

MT331  Curtain  Controls 

MT332  Curtain  Tracks 

MT333  Stage  and  Effect  Lighting 

MT334  Stage  Hardware 

MT335  Stage  Rigging 

MT336  Stage  Scenery 


STRUCTURE 


MT340 

MT341 

MT342 

MT343 

MT344 

MT345 

MT346 

MT347 

MT348 

MT349 

MT350 

MT351 

MT352 

MT353 

MT354 


Architectural  Service 
Facing  Materials,  Exterior 
Flashed  Opal  Glass 
Flooring  Materials 
Glass  Blocks 
Insulation  Materials 
Metal  Trim  and  Mouldings 
Pipe  Hangers  and  Brackets 
Plate  Glass 

Steel  and  Iron  Roofing 
Steel  and  Iron  Sheet  Metal 
Structural  Glass 
Theatre  Fronts,  Porcelain 
Theatre  Fronts,  Structural  Glass 
Wood  Veneers 
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Tent  No.  17  Becomes  Oklahoma  Theatre  Owners  to 
Variety  of  Texas  Meet  in  One-Day  Session 


Dallas — Henceforth  Tent  No.  17  will  be 
known  as  the  Variety  Club  of  Texas,  it 
was  decided  at  a meeting  last  Monday 
when  plans  were  made  extending  the  club’s 
activities  to  cover  the  entire  state.  Pre- 
siding at  his  first  meeting  as  chief  barker 
was  Paul  Short,  elected  recently  to  that 
post  in  succession  to  R.  J.  O’Donnell. 

A number  of  personal  representatives  in 
cities  and  sections  outside  of  Dallas  have 
been  appointed  by  Short  to  correlate  the 
club’s  activities  over  the  state,  and  the 
first  affair  in  which  Texas  exhibitors  are 
being  invited  to  participate  is  the  club’s 
New  Year’s  Eve  celebration,  “An  American 
Party,”  which  Short  promises  will  out- 
distance in  fun,  food  and  entertainment 
any  similar  undertaking  by  the  group. 

Short’s  personal  representatives  include 
Eph  Chaminsky,  for  the  San  Antonio 
area;  Henry  Hall  of  Beeville,  for  the  south- 
west Texas  area;  John  G.  Long  of  Bay 
City,  for  the  southeast  Texas  area,  and 
Clifford  Porter  of  Beaumont,  for  the  Beau- 
mont district.  L.  N.  Crim  of  Kilgore  has 
been  designated  for  the  entire  east  Texas 
district  and  A1  Lever  of  Houston  will  pre- 
side over  the  Bayou  City  area.  In  the  state 
Capitol,  Louie  Novy  of  Austin  will  preside, 
and  Prank  Weatherford  in  Fort  Worth 
will  look  out  for  the  interests  of  the  club 
in  that  town.  In  west  Texas,  J.  Y.  Robb 
will  be  the  personal  representative,  and 
down  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley,  R.  N. 
“Bob”  Smith  will  function.  Ben  Ferguson 
has  been  assigned  to  the  central  Texas  dis- 
trict. He  will  operate  from  College  Sta- 
tion. Joe  Bryant  represents  the  club  in 
Lubbock  and  the  Cap  Rock  country,  and  in 
Wichita  Falls,  R.  C.  Mcllheran,  veteran 
showman,  is  personal  representative. 

With  the  enlarged  scope  of  the  club. 
Short  plans  to  augment  its  activities  de- 
signed to  assist  in  raising  additional  funds 
to  be  used  to  further  its  charitable  pro- 
gram for  1941. 

R.  J.  O'Donnell  Honorary 
Chief  Barker  for  Life 

Dallas — ^At  a meeting  of  officers  and  di- 
rectors this  week,  R.  J.  O’Donnell  was 
named  honorary  chief  barker  for  life  of 
Tent  No.  17.  Starting  January  1,  Paul 
Short  takes  over  as  chief  barker. 


Turn  Over  Savings  on  Xmas 
Cards  to  Variety  Charity 

Dallas — The  Christmas  card  rush  is  on 
and  Duke  Evans’  presses  are  working  over- 
time turning  out  holiday  cards  for  barkers 
at  a low  price.  Barkers  will  turn  over  to 
a club  charity  the  amount  they  ordinarily 
spend  for  such  cards.  The  idea  was  Barker 
John  Q.  Adams’. 


Return  From  Gotham 

Dallas — E.  C.  Zrenner,  sound  and  pro- 
jection engineer  for  the  Interstate  circuit, 
and  J.  I.  Roberts,  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply manager,  have  returned  from  a joint 
business  trip  to  New  York  where  they  ar- 
ranged for  Simplex  sound  to  be  installed 
in  the  Palace  here  on  Elm  Street.  While 
in  New  York  they  went  through  the  In- 
ternational Projector  Co.  factory. 


"Gilded  Lady"  for  Metro 

Hollywood — “Gilded  Lady,”  a story  by 
Robert  Andrews  and  Barry  Trivers,  has 
been  purchased  by  Metro. 


He's  Chief  Speaker — 

Ed  L.  Kuykendall,  president  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners  of 
America,  who  will  address  the  one-day 
session  Monday  at  Oklahoma  City’s 
Skirvin  Hotel  of  the  Theatre  Owners 
of  Oklahoma,  Inc.  His  subject  will  be 
the  consent  decree,  recently  effected 
in  the  government’s  anti-trust  case 
against  major  distributors. 


Banquet  Winds  Up 
Drive  by  Kincey 


Greenville,  S.  C. — Kincey  circuit  man- 
agers will  gather  here  Monday  night  for 
a banquet  at  the  Hotel  Poinsett,  marking 
the  finale  of  this  year’s  competitive  drive 
which  was  divided  into  four  sections.  The 
two  losing  sections  are  paying  for  the  af- 
fair which,  by  all  accounts,  will  be  a 
highlight  of  the  Kincey  year. 

Winners  are  managers  in  the  South 
Carolina  territory  under  the  supervision  of 
Warren  Irvin  of  Columbia,  and  those  in 
Emil  Bernstecker’s  territory  in  eastern 
North  Carolina.  Losers  were  the  groups 
controlled  by  Montgomery  S.  Hill  of 
Greensboro  and  Harry  Hardy  of  Charlotte. 

Chairmen  and  members  of  the  arrange- 
ments committee  follow:  Greenville — H.  T. 
Lashley,  W.  S.  Maxwell  and  Jack  Hed- 
rick; Spartanburg — R.  B.  Talbert,  J.  C. 
Cartledge  and  Severn  Allen. 


Greco  Replaces  Neal 

Kingsport,  Tenn. — Joseph  Greco  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  has  succeeded  Robert 
“Tubby”  Neal  as  assistant  manager  of  the 
Strand  here.  Greco,  formerly  assistant 
manager  of  the  Lyric,  Birmingham,  is  an 
amateur  flyer,  holding  a private  pilot’s 
license. 


Oklahoma  City — The  first  convention 
in  two  years  for  the  Theatre  Owners  of 
Oklahoma,  Inc.,  opens  Monday  at  the 
Skirvin  Hotel.  The  one-day  session  is  ex- 
pected to  be  packed  with  interest  from 
the  opening  morning  registration.  A ban- 
quet will  wind  up  the  affair. 

Kuykendall  Chief  Speaker 
. Ed  L.  Kuykendall,  president  of  the 
MPTOA,  is  to  be  the  headline  speaker 
and  much  of  the  activity  of  the  meeting 
is  to  center  around  Kuykendall’s  discus- 
sion which  will  dwell  at  considerable  length 
on  the  recent  consent  decree.  His  speech 
will  be  followed  by  a forum. 

An  important  part  of  the  convention 
will  be  the  naming  of  seven  new  directors. 
The  directors  at  a recent  meeting  decided 
to  increase  the  size  of  the  board  from  six 
to  12  members.  The  six  new  members  and 
one  retiring  member  are  to  be  named  to 
serve  two-year  terms.  Under  the  new 
board  plan  six  of  the  12  directors  will  be 
elected  each  year  and  six  will  carry  over 
at  the  same  time. 

New  officers  also  are  to  be  named  for 
the  ensuing  year.  It  is  expected  Morris 
Loewenstein,  president  of  the  association 
for  many  years  and  also  MPTOA  secre- 
tary, will  be  re-elected. 

Leonard  White  of  Weatherford,  Vance 
Terry  of  Woodward  and  Bill  Slepka  of 
Okemah  have  been  named  to  the  nomi- 
nating committee. 

The  business  sessions  are  planned  to  last 
until  5:00  p.  m.,  and  the  directors  have 
arranged  for  dismissal  of  the  convention 
promptly  at  that  time  in  order  to  make 
it  possible  for  those  in  attendance  to  visit 
the  open  house  in  the  Variety  clubrooms 
in  the  Black  Hotel  immediately  thereafter. 

The  association  banquet  will  be  held  in 
the  Skirvin  Hotel  at  7:30,  and  the  Variety 
Club  has  planned  an  extensive  open  house 
program  to  occupy  conventioneers  in  the 
interval  between  the  close  of  the  conven- 
tion and  the  start  of  the  banquet. 


He's  President — 

Morris  Loewenstein,  president  of  the 
Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma,  Inc., 
which  will  hold  a one-day  convention 
at  the  Skirvin  Hotel  Monday  in  Okla- 
homa City. 
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Hear  Cooper  to  Don  War  Togs 
For  Fight  in  Oklahoma  City 


By  ERNEST  FAIR 

Oklahoma  City — Hints  of  significant 
developments  shortly  are  packed  into  cur- 
rent reports  swelling  into  such  volume 
they  cannot  longer  be  ignored. 

Figuring  chiefly  is  the  report  that  Joe 
Cooper,  Standard  Theatres  president  and 
general  manager,  is  making  plans  to  take 
up  residence  here.  It  is  understood  that 
his  local  agents  have  been  seeking  a suit- 
able residence  in  Nichols  Hills  and  that 
as  soon  as  this  has  been  secured  Cooper 
will  move  here  and  take  over  actual  oper- 
ation on  the  spot. 

Should  this  develop,  insiders  predict: 

That  drastic  price  cuts  will  be  insti- 
tuted. The  Criterion  will  drop  to  25  cents, 
and  neighborhoods  scale  from  current  25 
to  15  cents. 

The  fly  in  the  ointment  at  present  is 
said  to  be  the  refusal  of  distributors  to 
serve  the  Criterion  on  a 25-cent  basis.  If, 
however,  Cooper  insists,  observers  predict 
that  they  will  come  into  line. 

Should  these  predictions  develop,  local 
veterans  envision  an  entertainment  price 
war  of  unprecedented  magnitude  here- 
abouts. They  argue  that  if  the  Criterion 
prices  are  cut,  the  Midwest  and  Liberty 
may  be  forced  to  follow  suit  and  that 
T.  B.  Noble’s  State  could  not  maintain  a 
40-cent  top  under  the  pressure. 

Competition  is  springing  up  against 
Standard’s  suburban  domain.  As  related 
in  previous  stories,  the  building  rash  is 
in  a fever  stage  with  new  properties  spring- 
ing up  in  almost  every  section  of  the  town. 
There  are  probably  more  theatres  now 
being  built  in  Oklahoma  City  than  in  any 
other  business  with  the  possible  exception 
of  grocery  stores. 


Installs  Hearing  Aids 
Paris,  Tenn. — Manager  Hal  Laurance 
announces  installation  at  the  Capitol  of 
an  auxiliary  sound  system  for  patrons  with 
impaired  hearing. 


First  Lady  Sees  South 
Texas  With  the  Frels 

Dallas — Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  wife  of 
the  President,  visited  several  places  in 
south  Texas  last  week  escorted  by  Rubin 
Frels,  exhibitor  of  Victoria,  and  Mrs.  Frels. 

Mrs.  Roosevelt  came  to  Victoria  for  a 
lecture  before  the  Bronte  Club.  Mrs.  Frels, 
it  is  said,  was  instrumental  in  bringing 
her  there.  The  Frels  drove  to  Houston  for 
the  First  Lady  and  accompanied  her  back 
to  Victoria  in  their  car.  They  stopped  in 
Goliad  to  look  over  the  missions  there  and 
the  CCC  camp.  The  Frels  also  drove  Mrs. 
Roosevelt  to  Laredo,  stopping  at  the  Alice 
Hotel  for  lunch. 

In  her  syndicated  column,  “My  Day,’’ 
Mrs.  Roosevelt  referred  to  the  trip  and 
her  being  with  the  Frels. 


A 260-Seater  Planned 
For  Mineral  Wells 

Mineral  Wells,  Tex. — E.  L.  Fawks,  own- 
er of  the  Ritz  at  Graford,  will  build  a 
260-seat  theatre  here.  A short  time  ago 
Resort  Amusement  Co.  let  a contract  for 
a third  house  to  come  under  their  opera- 
tion. Training  of  soldiers  near  here  has 
promoted  the  theatre  building  spurt. 


To  Princess  Helm 

Carthage,  Tenn. — Wade  Cooper  Meeks 
of  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  has  succeeded  Mar- 
shall Pinckard  as  manager  of  the  Princess 
here.  Meeks  is  a graduate  of  Tennessee 
Tech  at  Cookeville.  S.  D.  Wilhite  and 
E.  C.  Reeves  of  Cookeville  are  owners  of 
the  Pi’incess. 


Arcadia  in  Dallas 
Will  Be  Rebuill 

Dallas — The  Arcadia,  one  of  the  larger 
neighborhood  deluxers  here,  will  be  rebuilt 
at  an  early  date  following  Sunday  night’s 
disastrous  fire  which  left  it  a total  loss. 

R.  H.  (Bob)  Clemmons,  co-manager  with 
Lee  Hanley,  said  the  blaze  started  in  the 
floor  of  the  ramp  balcony  between  the 
ceiling  of  store  spaces  underneath  it.  For 
this  reason  firemen  were  handicapped  in 
locating  the  blaze  and  the  house  soon  be- 
came enveloped  in  flames.  The  Arcadia’s 
roof  caved  and  smoke  and  water  damage 
finishing  the  job  of  wreckage. 

The  theatre  seated  about  1,100,  but  due 
to  the  early  evening  hour  of  the  fire  there 
were  only  700  in  the  house.  They  filed  out 
in  orderly  fashion  when  the  lights  were 
turned  on  without  many  of  them  knowing 
of  the  blaze. 

Clemmons  said  the  damage  may  amount 
to  $75,000,  which  is  covered  by  insurance. 
A modern  house,  he  said,  will  replace  the 
Arcadia  as  soon  as  plans  can  be  worked 
out. 

Personnel  Shifts  Made 
In  Three  Exchanges 

Memphis — Homer  Hisey,  branch  mana- 
ger at  Vitagraph,  announces  the  following 
changes  in  personnel:  Frank  Norman, 
who  was  head  shipper,  becomes  assistant 
booker,  replacing  Earl  Hartzog,  who  re- 
signed to  join  the  army,  and  Fred  Curd 
becomes  head  shipper.  Mary  Blanche 
Mobley  moves  up  to  biller,  replacing  Mary 
Alice  Sperry,  resigned.  Mary  Ripley  Shat- 
tuck  becomes  bookers’  secretary  and 
Frances  Goodyear  takes  over  the  PBX 
post. 


Bill  Bugie,  Paramount’s  branch  mana- 
ger, reports  the  following  changes  in  his 
office:  Mrs.  Izola  Presson  becomes  chief 
accountant,  replacing  Mark  Taylor,  re- 
signed. Matilda  Clark  becomes  bookers’ 
secretary  and  Lillian  Tucker  is  added  as 
utility  clerk. 


At  the  Metro  office  U.  E.  Crick  was 
promoted  to  head  shipper,  replacing  Fred 
Curd,  who  resigned  to  accept  a similar 
post  with  Warner,  while  J.  L.  Head,  a 
newcomer  to  the  Row,  becomes  assistant 
shipper.  C.  H.  Williams,  formerly  with  As- 
sociated Advertisers,  becomes  accessory 
manager,  replacing  Douglas  Johnson,  re- 
signed. 


Sunday  Show  Ordinance 
Passes  First  Reading 

Franklin,  Tenn. — An  ordinance  per- 
mitting Sunday  shows  in  Fi’anklin  passed 
5 to  2 on  first  reading.  Called  session  is 
scheduled  for  December  17  for  further 
consideration  of  the  ordinance. 

The  attempt  to  legalize  Sunday  shows 
originated  with  the  Cumberland  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  owners  of  the  Franklin  Theatre. 
The  schedule  for  Sunday  would  be  2 to  6 
p.  m.  and  reopening  for  a night  show  at 
8 p.  m. 


Opens  Sumter  House  Soon 

Sumter,  S.  C. — K.  Ward  announces  that 
he  will  open  the  new  Rex  shortly  after 
January  1. 


Entertain  Western  Star — 

When  Columbia’s  western  star,  Bill  Elliott,  wound  up  his  personal  appear- 
ance tour  in  Texas,  Concho  Theatres,  Inc.,  R&R  unit,  gave  him  a pheasant 
dinner  in  the  Cactus  Hotel  in  San  Angelo,  as  a farewell  banquet.  At  the  table, 
left  to  right,  are  Mrs.  John  D.  Jones,  wife  of  San  Angelo’s  city  manager; 
Marion  Cole,  manager  of  the  new  Plaza;  H.  L.  Youngblood,  assistant  city 
manager;  H.  D.  Rogers,  R&R  city  manager  in  Sweetwater ; Mrs.  Rogers;  Bill 
Elliott;  Mrs.  Youngblood;  Walter  Penn,  Columbia’s  west  Texas  representative 
and  Mr.  Adkins,  present  with  the  Rogers  from  Sweetwater. 


72 


BOXOFFICE  ::  December  14,  1940 


u — - ■ 

Concerning  the  Carolinas 

vs—  — ■ ■ >J 


Sunday  Shows  Help 
Care  for  Needy 


By  A.  JULES  BENEDIC 


Charlotte — Memories  of  motion  pic- 
ture exhibition,  dating  back  virtually  to 
the  turn  of  the  century,  are  apt  to  become 
dim  four  decades 
later.  Statements 
about  “the  oldest  ex- 
hibitor” are  apt  to 
create  an  argument 
with  other  old-tim- 
ers. For  that  reason, 
this  reviewer,  play- 
ing safe,  presents 
this  quintet  of  Tar- 
heel oldsters,  with 
data  on  each,  with- 
out getting  out  on  a 
limb,  so  to  speak. 

Of  course,  the  list 
AKuiNGTON  given  is  by  no  means 
complete  and  then, 
too,  this  reviewer  is  sorry  that  South 
Carolina  is  not  represented  sufficiently. 
Not  that  the  Palmetto  state  hasn’t  it’s 
veterans;  but  simply  that  we  haven’t  been 
around  there  as  much  as  in  the  North 
Carolina  territory. 


Arrington  Dates  Back  to  '05 

Taking  at  random  Charlie  Arrington  of 
Rocky  Mount  as  the  first  exhibitor  de- 
scribed as  an  “old-timer,”  we  find  that 
Charlie  jumped  into 
the  game,  (very  much 
against  his  wishes) , 
in  1905.  This  was  in 
Rocky  Mount,  where 
he’s  stayed  these 
many  years,  and  was 
in  partnership  with 
his  brother.  This  was 
in  the  “legit”  days, 
and  Charlie  didn’t 
become  an  exhibitor 
until  approximately 
1910.  Recognition  of 
Mr.  Arrington’s  abili- 
ties and  showman- 
ship, and  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  brother  ex- 
hibitors, came  recently  at  the  convention 
of  the  Theatre  Owners  of  N.  and  S.  Caro- 
lina, held  in  Charlotte,  when  he  unani- 
mously was  elected  president. 


L.  L.  Drake  of 
Wadesboro,  N.  C., 
chap.  Conversing 


the  Ansonia  Theatres, 
is  another  interesting 
with  Mr.  Drake,  we 
were  told  he  was  the 
first  in  the  United 
States  to  run  “Queen 
Elizabeth.”  This  was 
in  Anderson,  S.  C., 
where  he  opened  a 
nickel  “grind  house” 
in  1906.  Later,  he 
opened  the  first  pic- 
ture house  in  Fay- 
etteville. He  came  to 
Wadesboro  still  later 
and  has  operated 
there  for  two  decades 
or  more.  Incident- 
ally, Mr.  Drake  says 
the  success  he  at- 
tained in  Fayetteville  induced  a Mr.  Evans, 
in  the  furniture  business  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
to  open  the  first  motion  picture  theatre 
there,  called  The  Vaudette. 


BATCHELOK 


Like  Tennyson's  Brook 


rCKPLESS 


that  gentleman  was  informally  dressed  in 
the  yard  of  his  home, 
opened  the  Opera 
House  there  in  1909, 
and  has  operated  it 
continuously  ever 
since.  He’s  seen  them 
come  and  go,  and  is 
comparable  to  Ten- 
nyson’s brook,  which 
we  won’t  quote,  not 
being  sure  of  the 
words. 

Then  we  come  to 
Price  Furpless,  down 
Southport  way.  Price 
has  been  at  the  helm 
of  an  Amuzu  Thea- 
tre since  early  1912.  In  that  year  he 
opened  the  original  Amuzu,  then  built  an- 
other along  about  the  time  of  the  first 
World  War.  Now  he 
plans  a third,  a spic 
and  span  affair,  new 
in  everything  but  the 
name.  It  will  be 
opened  in  spring  of 
next  year. 

Last  but  by  no 
means  least  is  W.  E. 
Stewart  of  the  Pas- 
time Theatre  in  Con- 
cord. We  lost  part  of 
our  notes  regarding 
our  respected  friend, 
“W.  E.,”  but  he  start- 
ed back  in  the  first 
decade  of  the  cen- 
tury, and  is  going  stronger  than  ever. 


STEWART 


Memphis — Patrons  of  Sunday  shows 
here  during  the  past  11  months  have  con- 
tributed substantially  to  supplying  the 
city’s  needy  with  food  and  clothing,  it  is 
revealed  by  the  Memphis  and  Shelby  coun- 
ty welfare  commission. 

The  commission,  during  the  11-month 
period,  received  $8,393  as  its  share  of 
Sunday  proceeds.  Operation  was  permit- 
ted on  condition  a percentage  of  the  re- 
ceipts went  to  charity.  Theatre  owners 
selected  the  commission  for  distribution 
of  the  charity  receipts.  Money  turned 
over  to  the  commission  is  used  to  pur- 
chase food  and  cotton  stamps  with  which 
the  needy  may  buy  food  and  clothing  in 
local  stores. 

Percentage  of  receipts  contributed  by 
each  theatre  is  based  on  the  number  of 
seats,  admission  scale  and  size  of  the 
house. 


Renew  Legion  of  Decency 
Pledge  in  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans — The  pledge  not  to  at- 
tend motion  pictures  termed  immoral  by 
the  Legion  of  Decency  was  renewed  by 
Catholics  throughout  the  New  Orleans 
archdiocese. 

The  pledge,  made  yearly  in  the  churches, 
also  includes  the  promise  to  stay  away 
from  places  of  entertainment  regularly 
showing  pictures  disapproved  by  the  LOD. 


On  the  Sick  List 

Lexington,  S.  C. — H.  E.  Wessinger  of 
the  Carolina  is  in  a hospital  very  ill. 


E.  L.  Hearne  of  the  Alameda  at  Al- 
bemarle, N.  C.,  is  ill. 


Everett  Circuit  Getting 
Beaufort  From  Lang 

Beaufort,  N.  C. — The  H.  H.  Everett  cir- 
cuit, effective  December  15,  takes  over 
management  and  operation  of  the  Beau- 
fort here,  formerly  operated  by  R.  G.  Lang. 


FORTUNATE  EXHIBITORS 

Will  find  this  Trade  Mark: 


on  their  projeetion  apparatns 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


E.  W.  Batchelor,  owner  of  the  Opera 
House  at  Weldon,  whom  we  snapped  while 
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VISITORS:  Paul  Engler,  Famous,  Birm- 
ingham, Ala.;  W.  E.  Griffin,  Vienna, 
Vienna,  Ga.;  Bill  Collins,  Toccoa,  Ga.; 
V.  S.  Golden,  Gem,  Acworth,  Ga.;  Bill  and 
Frank  Dowler,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Dunn,  Camilla,  Camilla, 
Ga.;  Rader  Stewart,  Carroll,  Carrollton, 
Ga.;  Hudson  Edwards,  Savannah,  Ga.; 
I.  L.  Shields,  Columbus,  Ga.;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  O.  C.  Lam,  Lam  Amusement  Co., 
Rome,  Ga.;  R.  L.  Camp,  Ritz,  Barnesville, 
Ga.;  G.  C.  Partee,  Allen,  Buford,  Ga.; 
Prank  Miller,  Augusta  Amusement  Co., 
Augusta,  Ga.;  Harry  Persse,  Heywood- 
Wakefield  Co.,  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Mrs. 
C.  E.  Fain,  Fain,  Wetumpka,  Ala.  . . . 
Cliff  Emerson,  home  office  auditor  for 
Republic,  has  just  completed  a checking 
at  the  Atlanta  exchange  and  is  now  in 
the  Charlotte  office. 


Paul  Rogers,  hooker  for  the  Comerford 
Theatre,  Warm  Springs,  Ga.,  was  a vis- 
itor . . . Martin  & Thompson  Theatres, 
Hawkinsville,  Ga.,  will  entertain  their 
managers  and  employes  at  a banquet  and 
dance  in  Hawkinsville,  December  23  . . . 
Henry  Stanford,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Capitol,  has  resigned  to  accept  a position 
with  the  Civil  Service  Commission.  He 
has  been  assigned  to  work  as  a civilian 
clerk  in  the  Fourth  Corps  Area  Army 
headquarters  in  Atlanta.  Thomas  R.  Jones, 
house  manager  of  the  Roxy  until  the 
house  closed  receritly,  has  been  appointed 
assistant  to  Earle  Holden,  replacing  Stan- 
ford. 


Ike  Katz,  Producers  Releasing  Corp., 
is  making  circuit  calls  in  Tennessee  . . . 
Mike  Alterman.  J.  H.  Harrison  and  R.  B. 
Wilby,  Wilby  Theatres,  attended  the  man- 


Eliminate All  This: 

Unpleasant  odors  of  ALL  kinds 
Stale  and  impure  air  indoors 
Use  of  perfumes  and  deodorizers 
Dangerous  germs  and  bacteria 

Box-office  losses  due  to  all 
these  conditions 

BY  THE  SIMPLE 
INSTALLATION  OF 

KOZONO 

IN  YOUR  THEATRE 

This  is  no  idle  boast.  KOZONO  ac- 
tually does  all  this — and  to  prove  this  it 
is  sold  on  a MONEY  BACK  GUARAN- 
TEE. Just  a simple  little  cabinet  affair 
that  generates  Ozone,  which  purifies 
the  air  indoors  like  lightning  does  out- 
doors. No  moving  parts — nothing  to 
get  out  of  order — exceptionally  low 
operating  cost.  WRITE  NOW  FOR 
COMPLETE  INFORMATION. 

THE  KOZONO  COMPANY 

Dept.  B,  123  W.  Trade  Street 
CHARLOTTE,  N.  C. 


ager’s  Christmas  party  in  Knoxville  . . . 
Plans  are  now  in  progress  by  the  Atlanta 
Warner  Club  for  a dinner-dance  and 
Christmas  party  at  the  Spanish  Room  of 
the  Henry  Grady  Hotel,  December  21  . . . 
Charlie  Karr,  booker  for  Martin  Theatres, 
will  leave  for  Dallas  December  21,  to  spend 
Christmas  there. 

Virginia  Martin  is  a new  einploye  at 
Columbia  Pictures  . . . Ira  Loew  of  the 
Drive-In  Theatre  in  Miami,  Fla.,  was  in 
town  several  days  hooking  . . . Walter 
Walker,  formerly  contract  clerk  at  Co- 
lumbia,  has  been  moved  into  the  booking 
department  to  handle  short  subjects  and 
serials.  Clyde  Sampler  will  take  over  the 
hooking  of  features  and  westerns  for  inde- 
pendent accounts  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grover  Wise,  West  End  Theatre,  Birming- 
ham, Ala.,  were  recent  visitors. 

H.  P.  “Dusty”  Rhodes,  booker  for  Lucas 
& Jenkins,  spent  the  weekend  in  Virginia 
visiting  his  father  . . . O.  C.  Lam,  Rome, 
Ga.,  and  party  are  trying  their  luck  at 
fishing  at  Dunnellon,  Fla.  . . . The  Crick- 
ett,  Collinsville,  Ala.,  is  being  completely 
remodeled  . . . New  booth  equipment  is 
being  installed  in  the  Frances,  Cummins, 
Ga.,  by  Capitol  City  Supply  . . . Charlie 
Aaron,  Metro  auditor,  spent  several  days 
at  the  Atlanta  exchange. 

J.  H.  “Tommie”  Thompson,  Martin  & 
Thompson  Theatres,  Hawkinsville,  Ga.,  has 
just  been  appointed  a lieutenant  colonel 
on  the  governor’s  staff  . . . Tom  Miller, 
salesman  for  Universal,  has  purchased  a 
new  car  . . . Sam  M.  Berry,  Southland 
Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  has  left  the  hos- 
pital and  is  convalescing  at  John  D.  Al- 
len’s country  home.  He  expects  to  resume 
work  shortly  after  the  holidays  . . . John- 
nie  Long,  Bocanita  Theatre,  Scottsboro, 
Ala.,  was  a visitor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnnie  Harrell,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Hanson  and  Miss  Mildred  Cas- 
tleberry of  the  Atlanta  booking  office  of 
Martin  Theatres,  will  attend  the  Christ- 
mas party  put  on  by  the  Booster’s  Club 
in  Columbus,  Ga.,  December  22. 


Carrol  Establishes  New 
Theatre  Supply  Firm 

Charlotte — The  Independent  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  is  the  name  of  Charlotte’s  fifth 
equipment  house,  opening  new  headquar- 
ters under  the  direction  of  J.  Ed  Carrol. 
Among  the  lines  to  be  handled  there  are 
Haywood-Wakefield  chairs  and  Sturtivant 
ventilation  equipment. 

Occupying  the  same  quarters  is  Sound 
Equipment  Service  Co. 


A,  T,  Swann  Is  Shot  in 
Rocky  Mount  Holdup 

Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. — Saturday  night  a 
holdup  was  staged  in  the  Booker  T.  at 
Rocky  Mount,  N.  C.,  by  a Negro.  The 
manager,  A.  T.  Swann,  was  shot  in  the 
shoulder.  The  theatre  is  owned  by  the 
Litchman  circuit  of  Washington.  The  cul- 
prit was  apprehended. 


Build  Profits-Patronage  With 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

P.  O.  Box  1074  163  Walton  St. 

ATLANTA,  GA. 


p RE -CHRISTMAS — Fishing  activities  are 
* becoming  marked  along  Charlotte’s  Film- 
row.  L.  C.  Sipe  of  Charlotte  and  William 
Conn  of  Gastonia  are  out  after  the  big 
ones  at  Fort  McIntosh,  Fla.  Mr.  Sipe’s 
prowess  includes  the  catching  of  the 
largest  sailfish  on  the  Atlantic  coast  up 
to  a few  months  ago,  when  another  dis- 
ciple of  Isaac  Walton  caught  a larger  one. 
Filmrow  awaits  breathlessly  the  result  of 
their  Florida  trek. 

Heck  Everett  of  the  theatre  circuit  bear- 
ing his  name,  accompanied  by  John  H. 
Vickers  of  the  Carolina  Delivery  Service, 
are  off  on  a two-week  jaunt  to  Missis- 
sippi, where  away  from  civilization  they 
are  wooing  the  finny  tribe.  They  are  ac- 
companied by  two  Charlotte  non-filmites. 

Miss  Edna  Kesler,  stenographer  at 
Monogram,  recently  became  the  bride  of 
Harry  Spoon  of  Charlotte  and  has  re- 
signed. 

Thomas  A.  Branon,  head  of  Affiliated 
Exchanges  over  the  south  with  headquar- 
ters in  Atlanta,  is  recuperating  on  his  farm 
near  Charlotte  preparatory  to  a trip  to 
New  York  City  where  he  will  line  up  some 
new  offerings.  He  took  opportunity  dur- 
ing his  stay  in  Charlotte  to  visit  with  his 
brother,  Otis,  who  is  manager  of  the  local 
exchange. 

Benn  Rosenwald,  manager  of  M-G-M, 
has  returned  from  the  Chicago  convention 
which  installed  the  Charlotte  office  in  the 
Rudolph  Berger  district. 

Variety  headquarters  will  be  in  the 
Charlotte  Hotel  according  to  Bob  Ingram, 
secretary  of  the  committee  having  that 
matter  in  charge. 

Albert  Sottile  of  Charleston  is  out  after 
having  been  confined  to  his  home  for  some 
time  with  foot  trouble. 

Alton  Craver,  Tom  Little  and  Joe  E. 
Brecheen,  the  latter  local  RKO  branch 
manager,  were  hosts  Suiiday  night  at  the 
Visulite  Theatre  at  a special  showing  of 
“Let’s  Make  Music”  with  Bob  Crosby  and 
assorted  RKO  shorts,  including  the  latest 
“Information  Please.”  The  audience  was 
composed  entirely  of  local  filmites. 

Variety  matters  seem  to  run  straight 
down  the  alley  for  the  Wilby-Kincey  mo- 
guls. There  is  Bob  Wilby  in  Atlanta  act- 
ing as  Dough  Guy  for  the  Atlanta  Tent 
while  in  Charlotte  the  film  boys  thought 
it  wise  to  name  H.  F.  (Mike)  Kincey  to 
the  same  important  office. 

Boxoffice’s  a.  Jules  Benedic,  after  a 
prolonged  stay  in  the  Charlotte  area,  has 
departed  for  fresher  fields  near  the  place 
where  Sherman  began  his  march  to  the 
sea. 

Charles  H.  Arrington,  new  prexy  of  the 
Theatre  Owners  of  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina, spent  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  the 
association  office  lining  up  activities  for 
the  coming  year. 

Misfortune  seems  to  pursue  feminine 
employes  of  Republic  Pictures.  Miss  Elma 
Watson,  secretary  to  Cy  Dillon  maiiager, 
and  Miss  Janie  Bayne,  stenographer,  were 
(Continued  on  page  78) 
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"Heirs  Angels"  Surprise 
Grosser  in  Santone 

San  Antonio — One  of  the  biggest  sur- 
prises registered  here  recently  was  the 
excellent  gross  delivered  by  the  stream- 
lined version  of  “Hell’s  Angels”  at  the 
Empire  Theatre.  Business  was  so  good 
that  the  original  playing  time  was  dou- 
bled with  greatest  take  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  engagement.  As  a result,  the 
Interstate  chain,  which  operates  this 
house,  is  negotiating  for  the  picture  to  play 
other  situations.  Deal  was  set  by  O.  K. 
Bourgeois. 


Three  Southern  Circuits 
Book  the  Feature 

Atlanta — E.  E.  Whitaker  has  booked  the 
film  for  the  entire  Lucas  & Jenkins  cir- 
cuit, following  an  engagement  at  the 
Capitol,  Atlanta.  Additional  bookings  are 
the  Murray-Mion  circuit  of  Atlanta  and 
five  houses  belonging  to  Everett  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  of  Charlotte;  both  bookings 
by  Emile  Savini,  manager  of  Astor  Pic- 
tures exchange  in  Atlanta. 


Closed  for  Remodeling 

Tulsa — The  Majestic  here  has  been 
closed  for  remodeling.  A major  face-lift- 
ing job  on  the  building  entrance  and  in- 
terior is  planned. 


permit  for  remodeling  the  Crescent 
Theatre,  Little  Rock,  at  a cost  of 
$6,000  has  been  issued  at  the  city  engi- 
neer’s office  ...  A children’s  benefit  mati- 
nee was  held  at  the  Bob  Burns  Theatre  in 
Pt.  Smith,  Monday  afternoon,  to  raise 
funds  for  Christmas  for  underprivileged 
children  . . . The  new  Hays  Theatre  at 
Hughes  held  its  formal  opening  recently 
with  the  Forrest  City  High  School  band 
furnishing  the  music. 

The  Majestic  at  Green  Forest  has  in- 
stalled a new  heating  system.  A new  screen 
and  stage  also  have  been  installed  and 
the  building  has  been  lengthened  . . . The 
new  Melba  at  Batesville  held  its  formal 
opening  last  week.  Bill  Headstream  will 
manage  the  house. 

The  new  Liberty,  being  constructed  at 
313  Main  St.,  North  Little  Rock,  will  be 
open  to  the  public  soon,  it  is  announced. 
C.  C.  Mundo,  owner  of  the  Rex,  Little 
Rock,  will  be  general  manager  of  the  new 
house  while  Herod  Jimerson  will  be  resi- 
dent manager.  Mundo  designed  the  Liberty. 

A number  of  checks  and  some  money 
bags  and  other  articles  which  were  taken 
in  the  robbery  of  the  Royal  Theatre  safe 
at  Arkadelphia  last  week  were  found  on 
a road  near  Texarkana  a day  or  so  after 
the  robbery.  The  safe  was  broken  open 
on  the  night  of  November  24  and  close  to 
$1,000  taken,  it  was  reported. 


flSTOR  PICTURES 

Harwood  and  Jackson  Streets 
DALLAS,  TEXAS 


» A IIL  IL  A ^ 

T OUIS  CHARNINSKY,  the  well  known 
Elm  Street  manager,  is  defending 
America.  As  treasurer  of  the  William 
Allen  White  Committee,  he  leaves  over 
the  weekend  for  Houston  to  attend,  on 
December  16,  a regional  meeting  of  that 
committee.  Charninsky’s  activities  in  this 
post  spread  over  several  states  . . . Paul 
Short,  district  manager  of  National  Screen 
Service  and  its  subsidiaries,  and  newly- 
elected  chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Club, 
left  ’Tuesday  by  plane  for  a visit  to  the 
home  office.  He  expects  to  be  in  New 
York  for  about  ten  days. 

The  popcorn  business  apparently  is  on 
the  boom,  judging  from  the  bulging  sacks 
of  grain  and  necessary  supplies  seen  de- 
livered to  Filmrow  by  the  several  dis- 
tributors who  operate  warehouses  here  . . . 
Forrest  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  owners  of  the 
newly -remodeled  Mecca  at  Jacksboro,  were 
here  Tuesday  visiting  the  exchanges  and 
equipment  houses. 

L.  D.  Brown  of  the  Regal  and  Ritz  at 
Gatesville  drove  up  in  a new  station  wagon 
— his  special  hunting  and  fishing  con- 
venience recently  purchased.  The  wagon 
has  already  accomplished  its  purpose  be- 
cause last  week  Brown  bagged  a 14-point 
black  tail  deer  in  the  higher  hill  country 
of  west  Texas.  But  he  said  he  would  rath- 
er fish  than  hunt  which  seemed  reason- 
able, because  as  he  entered  our  office  he 
reflexively  made  a waving  gesture  with  his 
hand  overhead  exactly  as  he  would  if 
maneuvering  a flyrod  up  a swift  stream. 
Too  bad.  Brown  said,  that  all  exhibitors 
in  Texas  are  not  getting  an  even  break 
on  these  army  camps.  He  said  they  should 
camp  fewer  soldiers  in  one  spot  and  in 
more  towns. 

Loyd  Rust,  Republic  manager,  returned 
recently  from  a side  pleasure  trip  to  New 
York  after  appearing  as  a witness  before 
the  Aeronautics  Authority  in  Washington. 
His  testimony  had  to  do  with  more  air- 
lines for  Texas  and  this  week’s  newspapers 
carried  such  announcements.  Rust  said  he 
spent  several  hours  in  New  York  on  a 
(Continued  on  page  77) 


"Dick"  Potter  Now  Booker 
For  U.  S.  Army  Service 

Dallas — R.  J.  “Dick”  Potter  is  back  on 
Filmrow  and  in  his  new  post  of  booker  for 
the  U.  S.  Army  Motion  Picture  Service, 
southwestern  division,  under  the  direction 
of  W.  E.  Crist,  district  manager. 

For  years.  Potter  held  a key  post  as 
booker  for  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  An 
increasing  number  of  army  theatres 
brought  him  into  the  army  office  here. 

With  the  addition  of  12  new  army  camps 
in  the  southwest,  the  total  number  of  army 
theatres  booked  out  of  Dallas  will  soon  be 
increased  to  26,  according  to  Crist.  In  a 
short  time  now  13  more  army  theatres  in 
the  west  coast  region  will  be  taken  over 
by  Crist’s  office  here,  he  said. 


Frank  Fain  Purchases 
A Pair  in  Livingston 

Dallas — Due  to  some  uncertainty  re- 
cently expressed  here  as  to  the  ownership 
and  operation  of  the  Texan  and  Fain  the- 
atres in  Livingston,  Boxoffice  learns  on 
authority  that  both  were  purchased  by 
Frank  Fain  of  Woodville,  a brother  of 
Wood  Fain,  who  owns  and  operates  the 
Fain  in  Woodville. 

The  Livingston  theatres  are  both  being 
operated  independently,  with  Jefferson 
Amusement  Co.  doing  the  buying  and 
booking,  according  to  the  authority. 


Fails  to  Get  Witnesses 
In  Suit  Against  "U" 

Oklahoma  City — The  suit  of  Fozie 
Rahal,  owner  of  the  Tomorrow  Publish- 
ing Co.,  against  Universal  Film  Exchanges, 
Inc.,  and  local  theatres  who  exhibited 
“Charlie  McCarthy,  Detective”  has  been 
dismissed  on  motion  of  the  plaintiff  who 
said  he  was  unable  to  get  witnesses  here. 
The  suit  sought  to  collect  $50,000  in  dam- 
ages, alleging  the  magazine  Tomorrow, 
published  here,  and  its  editor,  were  held 
up  to  ridicule  in  the  film. 


NEW  SOUND 


AT  LOW  COST 


1.  Complete  Unit  Matched 
Sound  System. 

2.  Superb  Quality  reproduc- 
tion of  all  wide  range  re- 
cordings. 

3.  Smooth  and  trouble-proof 
operation. 

4.  High  Power  output  for  any 
size  theatre. 

Trade  in  Your  Old  Sound 
and  Save  Money 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate 
Service  Always” 

HERBER  BROS. 

408  S.  Harwood  - Dallas,  Tex. 
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^HEATRE  managers  are  anticipating  more 
* than  extra  business  around  Xmas.  The 
“boys”  from  Camp  Beauregard  and  Camp 
Shelby  are  asking  for  furloughs  Xmas 
week  to  spend  the  time  in  New  Orleans. 
About  1,000  “troopers”  are  expected  to 
camp  on  the  Lake  Shore  during  that  week, 
awaiting  assignments  to  various  camps  in 
the  vicinity. 

Mary  Healy,  a 20th  Century-Fox  stenog- 
rapher, who  made  good  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture business  in  Hollywood,  will  become 
the  bride  of  Peter  Lind  Hayes,  screen 
actor,  Xmas  eve  in  Hollywood  . . . State 
Superintendent  of  Education  Coxe  ex- 
tolled the  motion  picture  industry  as  one 
of  the  greatest  aids  to  civilization  yet  to 
be  found,  before  the  Louisiana  Council  of 
Motion  Pictures  at  a meeting  in  the  Mon- 
teleone  Hotel. 

Someone  gave  Bob  Kelly  (Columbia)  a 
hunting  dog  and  as  a result  the  former 
organizer  of  the  Filmrow  Hunting  Club 
has  bought  a complete  new  outfit  of  hunt- 
ing togs  . . . Henry  A.  Barry,  21,  musician, 
well  known  to  Filmx'ow  employes  through 
his  connection  with  various  parties,  is 
dead.  He  had  been  ill  six  weeks. 

Visitors  to  the  Row:  Louisiana — L.  C. 
Lampo,  Avalon,  Jenerette;  Gordon  C.  Og- 
den, Chimes  University,  Baton  Rouge;  J. 
Gaude,  Magic,  Port  Allen;  Mrs.  Gene  An- 
thony, Ideal,  Ponchatoula;  Mrs.  A.  G. 
Barry,  Egard,  Egard.  Mississippi — Frank 
Bishop,  Varsity,  Ellisville;  W.  L.  Moseley, 
Ritz,  Picayune;  Stanley  Taylor,  Crosby, 
Crosby;  M.  M.  Bailey,  Lumberton. 

John  Elzeny,  the  new  theatre  supply 
house  manager,  who  recently  opened  busi- 
ness on  Filmrow,  reports  plenty  of  orders 
both  from  in  and  out  of  the  city.  An 
extra  man  has  been  installed  to  handle 
increased  business. 

R.  C.  Sutton  announces  the  issuance 
of  a Theatre  Guide,  published  weekly,  early 
in  January.  The  publication  will  list  the 
weekly  programs  of  all  motion  picture 
houses  with  a criticism  of  all  new  films 
in  the  city.  No  theatre  or  exchange  ad- 
vertising will  be  carried.  Free  distribu- 
tion is  promised  via  grocery,  drug  and 
cigar  stores.  It  will  be  printed  on  Sat- 
urdays. 

It  is  said  the  major  film  exchanges  will 
hold  open  house  on  the  afternoon  of  Xmas 
Eve.  A skeleton  force  will  be  on  hand  Xmas 
Day  to  handle  belated  orders.  Exchange 
managers  are  asking  all  exhibitors  to  get 
their  orders  in  early. 

Members  of  the  Filmrow  Hunting  Club 
are  wandering  around  on  Tuesday  nights 
awaiting  the  reope7iing  of  their  regular 
meetings.  Ed  Kennedy  of  Gaumont-Brit- 
ish  is  expected  to  be  the  next  president, 
while  each  and  every  member  is  reported 
to  be  campaigyimg  for  the  office  of  treas- 
urer— providing  the  present  incumbent 
draws  down — which  is  unlikely. 

With  the  influx  of  approximately  6,000, 
according  to  the  association  of  commerce, 
during  the  year  just  closing,  business  has 
proportionally  increased  in  all  theatres. 
Night  clubs  in  all  sections  of  the  city  are 
springing  up  with  amazing  rapidity. 
Preparations  are  being  made  for  Mardi 
Gras  on  a grander  scale  than  in  many 
previous  years. 

The  first  Phonovision  machine,  nickel 
in  the  slot,  for  commercial  or  amusement 
purposes  has  been  installed  in  the  Gold 
Room  of  Vic  Saladino’s  night  club. 
Freddie  Rickerfor,  who  owns  an  interest 
in  the  Circle  Theatre,  is  the  official  dis- 
tributor. 


Propose  Sales  Tax 
In  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans — A proposed  ordinance 
before  the  commission  council  would 
levy  a two  per  cent  sales  tax  within 
the  city,  despite  the  fact  the  state  sales 
tax  has  been  repealed,  effective  De- 
cember 31. 

Merchants  fighting  the  proposition  point 
out  that  according  to  the  state  constitu- 
tion the  city  cannot  levy  a tax  on  any- 
thing the  state  does  not  tax. 

■ J 

"GWTW"  Anniversary 
Premiere  in  Atlanta 

Atlanta — The  anniversary  premiere  of 
“Gone  With  the  Wind”  at  Loew’s  Grand, 
the  night  of  December  12,  exactly  one  year 
after  the  world  premiere,  brought  such  film 
personalities  as  Vivien  Leigh,  Laurence 
Olivier  and  Alfred  Hitchcock  to  the  cere- 
monies. Proceeds  of  the  opening  went  to 
the  Atlanta  Committee  of  the  British  War 
Relief  Society. 

Preceding  the  anniversary  premiere,  the 
Atlanta  Constitution  conducted  a contest 
to  find  a “Miss  (GWTW)  Anniversary,” 
the  winner  participating  in  ceremonies  on 
the  stage  with  the  stars. 

Ceremonies  on  the  stage,  emceed  by 
Clark  Howell,  publisher  of  the  Atlanta 
Constitution,  included  the  filming  of  a 
birthday  celebration  during  which  Miss 
Leigh  cut  a large  birthday  cake.  Cameras 
played  on  the  audience  as  well  as  on  the 
stage. 

Augmenting  the  roster  of  celebrities 
active  in  the  proceedings  was  Leslie  How- 
ard, now  a member  of  the  British  armed 
forces,  who  made  a transatlantic  broad- 
cast from  London  Thursday  morning,  to 
open  the  day’s  celebration. 

William  R.  Ferguson,  exploitation  man- 
ager for  Metro,  and  a camera  crew,  test 
director  and  cameraman  came  to  Atlanta 
for  the  event. 

File  Joint  Suit  Alleging 
Song  Copyright  Violation 

Knoxville,  Tenn. — Ascap,  Irvin  Berlin, 
Inc.,  and  Santly-Joy-Select,  Inc.,  have 
filed  a joint  suit  in  federal  court  here 
against  operators  of  “The  Lighthouse,” 
on  charges  of  alleged  violation  of  copy- 
rights on  three  songs — “Always”  and  “Blue 
Skies,”  by  Irvin  Berlin,  and  “Can’t  Get 
Indiana  Off  My  Mind,”  published  by  Sant- 
ly-Joy-Select, Inc. 

Ascap  is  operating  in  Tennessee  under 
an  injunction  against  1939  legislation 
which  was  prohibitive.  The  repeal  of  this 
law  is  expected  to  be  sought  at  the  legis- 
lative session  which  convenes  in  January. 


Ma’.co  Renews  With  Altec 

North  Little  Rock,  Ark. — Malco  Thea- 
tres, Inc.,  has  renewed  its  contract  with 
Altec  for  service  covering  Malco’s  57  thea- 
tres in  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Kentucky, 
and  Memphis,  Tennessee. 


Samuel  R.  Davis  Weds 
Kingsport,  Tenn. — Samuel  Rogers  Davis, 
manager  of  the  Strand,  was  married  re- 
cently to  Miss  Jean  Elizabeth  Minnich. 


^HE  Paramount  gang  is  starting  the 

Christmas  season  off  with  a bang,  when 
they  hie  away  to  Hillside  Park  Lodge  this 
weekend,  well  equipped  with  thick,  juicy 
steaks  and  all  the  trimmings  for  the  mak- 
ings of  a perfect  party.  Chief  Bill  Bugie 
and  Mrs.  Bugie  will  chaperone  the  gath- 
ering . . . Tony  Carruth,  Warner’s  Ar- 
kansas salesman,  and  Mrs.  Carruth,  who 
have  been  making  their  home  in  Hot 
Springs,  have  taken  an  apartment  in 
Memphis  for  the  winter. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  Ned 
Greene,  Legion,  Mayfield,  Ky.;  Bob  Mar- 
tin, Bells,  Bells,  Tenn.;  W.  F.  Ruffin, 
Ruffin  Amusement  Co.,  Covington,  Tenn.; 
W.  O.  Taylor,  Uptown,  Dresden,  Tenn.; 
R.  B.  Gooch,  Ritz,  Selmer,  Tenn.;  W.  H. 
Caver,  Von,  Booneville,  Miss.;  P.  H.  Phil- 
lips, Von,  Hernando,  Miss.;  Orris  Collins, 
Capitol,  Paragould,  Ark.;  Lyle  Richmond, 
Missouri,  Senath,  Mo.;  Gordon  Lee  Hutch- 
ms,  State,  Corning,  Ark.;  John  Staples, 
Franklin,  Piggott,  Ark.;  Burris  & Henley 
Smith,  Imperial,  Pocahontas,  Ark.;  G.  H. 
Goff,  Rustic,  Parsons,  Tenn.;  W.  E.  Ring- 
ger.  Gem,  Leachville,  Ark.;  John  Mohr- 
stadt,  Missouri,  Hayti,  Mo.;  Jess  Norman, 
Best,  England,  Ark.;  N.  B.  Fair,  Fair, 
Sojnerville,  Tenn.;  Miss  Louise  Mask,  Luez, 
Bolivar,  Tenn. 

Maxine  Wilkerson,  branch  manager’s 
secretary  at  Paramount,  is  enjoying  a be- 
lated vacation,  which  is  giving  her  a 
grand  opportunity  to  finish  her  Christ- 
mas shopping  . . . M.  S.  McCord  and 
M.  J.  Pruniski  of  the  Malco  Theatres, 
Inc.,  in  N.  Little  Rock,  spent  a couple  of 
days  in  Memphis  with  M.  A.  Lightman. 

Oscar  Morgan,  Paramount’s  division 
manager,  and  Hugh  Braly,  district  mana- 
ger, were  recent  Memphis  visitors  . . . 
M.  B.  Hasty  of  the  Joy  at  Dardanelle, 
Ark.,  was  in  Memphis  on  one  of  his 
periodical  booking  trips. 

Mildred  Davis  of  the  local  Republic  of- 
fice has  been  confined  to  her  home  for 
the  past  week,  fighting  the  flu.  The  latest 
report  is  that  Mildred  has  won  the  first 
round  . . . W.  F.  Sonneman,  who  operates 
theatres  in  Springdale,  Bentonville  and 
Fayetteville,  spent  several  days  on  the 
Row  advancing  his  bookings  . . . Carl 
Christian,  of  the  Carl  Christian  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  was  on  the  Row  booking. 

Mike  Smith,  now  booking  for  the  U.  S. 
Army  Camps  in  this  section,  spent  sev- 
eral days  in  Memphis  booking  for  Camp 
Robinson  in  Little  Rock.  Smith  advised 
in  January  they  would  open  their  second 
theatre  in  the  camp,  and  would  make  ten 
changes  per  week.  By  the  end  of  Jan- 
uary, 18,000  soldiers  are  expected  to  be 
stationed  there. 


Wilby-Kincey  Managers 
Party  Attracts  140 

Knoxville,  Tenn. — The  annual  party  of 
theatre  managers  of  the  Wilby-Kincey 
Service  Corp.  in  Tennessee,  Alabama  and 
Georgia,  with  their  wives  and  guests, 
numbering  140  persons,  was  held  at  the 
Holston  Hills  Country  Club.  Special  honor 
guests  were  R.  B.  Wilby  and  H.  F.  Kincey. 

Local  theatre  men  were  happy  to  wel- 
come back  Harry  Hardy  of  Charlotte,  for- 
mer manager  of  the  Tennessee  Theatre 
here,  for  the  party.  Eugene  Street,  man- 
ager of  the  Tennessee,  was  in  charge  of 
the  program  and  arrangements. 
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much  enjoyed  visit  with  Ned  E.  Depinet, 
who  also  “is  from  Dallas.” 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Kuehn,  wife  of  the  well  Imown 
employe  of  Liberty  Film  Lines,  is  in  St. 
Paul’s  Hospital  recuperating  from  an 
operation  . . . H.  S.  Usry  of  the  Majestic  at 
Decatur  reported  a rainy  ride  to  Dallas  as 
did  Harry  Connors  of  the  Strand  at 
Frankston  . . . Exhibitors  are  writing  in  for 
Cotton  Bowl  tickets.  The  Variety  Club  re- 
served nearly  400  . . . Martin  Lamour,  who 
is  rebuilding  his  fire-damaged  National  at 
Graham,  was  here  completing  deals  for 
equipment. 

Louis  Charninsky,  manager  of  the 
Rialto,  is  proud  of  the  Christmas  atmos- 
phere and  decorations  he  has  put  out  on 
the  candy  counter  at  the  theatre.  Inci- 
dentally, Louie  is  bubbling  over  with  the 
Christmas  spirit,  because  this  year,  a,s 
usual,  he  plays  Santa  Claus  at  the  big 
Interstate  party  to  be  held  next  week.  The 
big  gifts  will  be  bonuses  . . . Indirect  word 
from  Homer  Mulkey,  Clarendon  exhibitor, 
is  that  he  is  in  a Fort  Worth  Hospital  for 
treatment  and  will  remain  there  for  a few 
days.  Mrs.  Mulkey  is  with  him. 

Earl  Cason,  house  manager  of  S.  G. 
Fry’s  Joy  in  Tyler,  was  on  the  Row  with 
the  boss  and,  incidentally,  turned  in  his 
order  for  Boxoffice  for  1941  . . . John 
Adams,  private  secretary  to  Karl  Hoblit- 
zelle  and  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  is  the  proud 
father  of  a seven-pound  girl  born  at  St. 
Pauls  . . . Robert  Maxwell,  porter  and  as- 
sistant shipper  at  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply, has  been  laid  up  with  a sprained  ankle. 

The  Row  fared  well  this  week  with  its 
reception  of  out-of-town  exhibitors,  among 
them  being:  O.  L.  Smith  of  Alto;  Preston 
Tate  of  Santa  Anna;  Karl  Tate,  formerly 
of  Valley  Mills;  C.  N.  Cooper  of  Mart;  J. 
S.  and  Mike  Walker  of  the  Texan  at  Grand 
Prairie;  Mr.  Roberts,  former  medicine 
show  man  who  is  opening  a new  show  at 
Walnut  Springs;  Billy  Morrow  of  the 
Strand  in  Abilene;  Mr.  Sikes  of  Lindale; 
L.  D.  Brown  of  Gatesville;  Henry  Reeve  of 
Menard;  M.  S.  White,  L.  C.  Tidball,  J.  F. 
Hightower,  and  Leon  Lewis,  all  of  Ft. 
Worth;  Wallace  Rucker  of  Round  Rock; 
E.  H.  Henry,  Palace  at  Hico;  R.  H.  Thomp- 
son and  Mrs.  Thompson  of  Jacksboro; 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Robardy  of  Ladonia;  W.  H.  Frye 
of  Forney;  John  Fadal,  new  owner  of  the 
Ritz  in  Valley  Mills;  Lee  Scarborough  of 
Van;  S.  G.  Fry  and  Earl  Cason  of  Tyler; 
Mitchell  Lewis  of  Houston;  Tommy  White 
of  Burnet;  R.  N.  Smith  of  Mission. 


L,  L,  Dunbar  Will  Build 
Theatre  in  Oak  Cliii 

Dallas — Another  modern  neighborhood 
theatre  is  going  to  be  built  in  the  Oak 
Cliff  section,  Boxoffice  was  reliably  in- 
formed this  week.  The  builder  will  be  L.  L. 
Dunbar,  owner  of  the  Cliff  Queen,  and  one 
of  Dallas’  oldest  exhibitors.  The  location 
is  on  Davis  and  Clinton  streets,  one  block 
off  of  Edgefield. 

Construction  will  begin  on  the  800-seat 
house  sometimes  after  January  1. 


Tate  Sells  Ritz 

Valley  Mills,  Tex. — Two  Waco  drug 
men,  Eddie  and  Johnnie  Fadal,  have  be- 
come exhibitors  here  with  their  purchase 
of  the  Ritz  from  Karl  F.  Tate. 


Greater  Miami  Drive-In 
Patent  Rights  to  Wilby 

Atlanta  — A deal  for  drive-in  patent 
rights  covering  Greater  Miami  has  been 
negotiated  between  George  Wilby  and  as- 
sociates of  Atlanta  and  W.  W.  Smith, 
representative  of  Park-In  Theatres,  Inc., 
of  Camden,  N.  J. 

The  Wilby  circuit  now  operates  drive- 
ins  in  Atlanta,  Augusta  and  Savannah, 
Ga.,  Durham  and  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  and 
Jacksonville  and  Orlando,  Fla.  Selection 
of  a site  for  a Miami  drive-in  will  be 
made  in  the  near  future. 


Report  Austin  Drive-In 
Is  Off  to  Good  Start 

Dallas — Reports  here  are  that  the  Aus- 
tin Drive-In  owned  by  Eddie  Joseph  is  off 
to  a good  start.  W.  H.  Hall  is  manager  of 
the  new  outdoor  amusement  center.  Inci- 
dentally, a subscription  to  Boxoffice  for 
the  coming  year  was  put  through  by 
Joseph  during  the  week. 


Leon  Netter  Confers  With 
Wilby.  Lucas.  Jenkins 

Atlanta — As  the  first  stop  in  his  busi- 
ness tour  throughout  the  south,  Leon  Net- 
ter, Paramount  theatre  executive,  con- 
ferred here  this  week  with  R.  B.  Wilby  of 
the  Wilby-Kincey  circuit  and  Arthur  Lu- 
cas and  W.  K.  Jenkins  of  the  Lucas  & 
Jenkins  interests. 

Netter  left  immediately  for  Jacksonville 
to  huddle  with  E.  J.  Sparks  of  the  Sparks 
Florida  chain.  From  there  he  was  to  go  to 
Miami  for  a conference  with  S.  A.  Lynch, 
head  of  Paramount’s  houses  in  that  city. 

Rialto  in  Kingsport  to 
Undergo  Remodeling 

Kingsport,  Tenn. — Charles  Burns,  man- 
ager, announces  plans  for  the  immediate 
remodeling  of  the  Rialto.  An  additional 
30  feet  in  length  will  add  140  seats  to 
the  theatre’s  capacity.  Improvements  will 
include  a new  front,  stage  and  complete 
interior  redecoration. 

The  theatre’s  policy  of  second  runs  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  and  first  runs  the 
rest  of  the  week,  will  be  continued. 


Two  New  Azteca  Films 

San  Antonio — Two  new  Azteca  films  for 
current  release  are:  “Besos  Brujos”  (Be- 
witching Kisses),  and  “La  Verbena  Tra- 
gica.’’  Latin-American  Film  Exchange  is 
local  distributor. 


OKIILA.  ClinnY 

L c.  GRIFFITH,  head  of  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.,  has  been  named  chair- 
man of  the  arrangements  committee  for 
the  Oklahoma  City  chamber  of  commerce’s 
52nd  anniversary  banquet  and  forum 
January  9 and  10. 

A building  permit  for  $15,000  has  been 
granted  for  a clinic  building  at  326  West 
Pottawatomie  Ave.,  to  be  built  by  the 
local  Variety  Club  as  a boys  club.  Con- 
struction is  already  under  way  on  the 
project. 

When  Bob  Pfotenhauer  held  over 
“You’ll  Find  Out”  for  a second  week  at 
the  State,  he  put  out  a sign  shouting, 
“More  people  have  seen  this  picture  than 
voted  for  President  Roosevelt.”  It  attract- 
ed the  business. 


A lU  ^ T III  W 

THREE  showings  of  the  Texas-A.  & M. 

football  game  pictures  launched  the 
Austin  American- Statesman’s  second  an- 
nual Christmas  shoe  fund,  which  pro- 
vides a thousand  pairs  of  shoes  for  un- 
derprivileged children  of  the  county. 
Louis  Novy,  city  manager  for  Interstate, 
donated  the  facilities  of  the  Queen  Thea- 
tre . . . Toy  matinees  were  held  at  the 
Paramount,  State,  Queen,  Capitol,  Var- 
sity and  Texas  . . . Katharine  Hepburn 
in  the  stage  play,  “The  Philadelphia 
Story,”  will  take  over  the  Paramount 
boards  January  7. 

Those  mighty  hunters,  Capitol  Manager 
Bill  Heliums  and  Varsity  Manager  Jesse 
Melinger,  knocked  themselves  off  a bag- 
ful of  ducks  on  the  Texas  Gulf  coast  . . . 
Gerald  Raines,  in  supreme  command  at 
the  Texas,  dug  “Never  Say  Die”  and 
“Mutiny  on  the  Bounty”  out  of  mothballs 
last  week  . . . Call  in  all  the  searching 
parties,  Varsity  Cashier  Elizabeth  Fletcher 
says,  because  her  pet  Peke  “Pudgy”  has 
been  found  . . . Frank  Starz,  Dallas  In- 
terstater, and  Bud  Grey,  Dallas  RKOer, 
stopped  off  here  briefly  en  route  to  San 
Antonio  . . . Leroy  Sumners  is  the  new 
usher  at  the  State  . . . The  Hollywood, 
Fort  Worth,  is  holding  over  “Tin  Pan 
Alley,”  a spy  reports. 

Playwrights  Theodore  Apstein  and 
Dwight  Morris  have  arrived  in  town  for 
the  world  premiere  of  their  joint  effort, 
“Manana  Is  Another  Day,”  which  James 
H.  Parke,  director  of  the  Curtain  Club, 
swears  has  picture  possibilities.  Opus  is 
a comedy-satire  dealing  with  American 
tourists  who  go  South  of  the  Border,  Down 
Mexico  Way  . . . “Hollywood  Follies”  on 
the  Capitol  stage  and  “Kit  Carson”  on 
the  screen  played  to  three  socko  days  here 
. . . Skinny  Pryor,  skipper  of  the  Cactus, 
got  that  moniker  back  in  his  dancing  days. 
He  tipped  the  scales  at  less  than  120  back 
yonder  . . . Curtis  Bishop,  who  sometimes 
reviews  films  for  the  Austin  Tribune, 
played  the  lead  in  the  Little  Theatre’s 
“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You.” 

Jeff  Wolf,  chief  usher  at  the  Queen, 
has  bowed  out  of  show  business  to  go  back 
home,  07ily  to  be  replaced  by  Jimmy  Mal- 
lory, erstwhile  State  usher  . . . Wilbur 
Evaiis,  George  Hilcher  and  George  Brun- 
drett,  shoiomen  all,  having  a gay  old  time 
at  the  Milam  Cafeteria.  What  was  so 
funny,  kids?  ...  “A  Dispatch  From  Reu- 
ter’s” is  getting  big  bally  at  the  State, 
what  with  tieups  with  Postal  Telegraph 
and  that  teletype  installed  in  the  outer 
lobby  . . . Doug  Largen,  the  San  Antonio 
theatrical  trade-paper  correspondent, 
brought  the  California  kinfolks  to  Austin 
for  a look-see  at  the  State  Capitol  and 
the  University  of  Texas  . . . Lena  Podol- 
nick,  wife  of  the  State  manager,  lending 
a hand  on  the  Interstate  P.  B.  X.  board. 


Roberts  Reports  Sales 

Dallas — J.  I.  Roberts,  manager  of  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  here,  reports  major 
equipment  sales  this  week  with  12  projec- 
tors going  out  to  the  Robb  & Rowley  cir- 
cuit, four  projectors  with  high  intensity 
lamps  and  rectifiers  to  the  Jefferson 
Amusement  Co.  and  Simplex  sound  to  In- 
terstate’s Palace  on  Elm  Street  here. 


Movies  of  Blood  Stream 
Memphis,  Tenn. — An  innovation  in  mo- 
tion pictures  has  been  produced  at  the 
University  of  Tennessee  Medical  College 
here,  the  filming,  in  color,  of  disease  in 
the  blood  stream  of  a living  animal. 
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Rumor  Persists  Standard 
Will  Reopen  the  Folly 

Oklahoma  City — Rumor  continues  that 
Standard  Theatres  shortly  after  the  first 
of  the  year  will  reopen  their  downtown 
Folly  Theatre,  closed  for  several  years  and 
recently  remodeled  and  redecorated.  When 
Joe  Cooper  was  here  recently  no  statements 
were  issued,  but  it  is  known  that  considera- 
tion was  given  to  an  immediate  reopening. 

Strength  is  given  the  rumor  since  Stand- 
ard, with  four  downtown  first  runs  now 
operating,  does  not  have  a single  second 
or  subsequent  run  downtown  theatre.  The 
Warner,  formerly  operated  on  a sub-run 
policy,  now  is  showing  first-run  action 
pictures  on  full  seven-day  stretches.  The 
same  policy  is  being  followed  at  the  Lib- 
erty, while  the  Criterion  and  Midwest 
continue  to  be  Standard’s  de  luxe  opera- 
tions. 


New  Mecca  to  Provide 
Shows  lor  Recruits 

Txtllahoma,  Tenn. — ^The  Mecca,  new 
house  constructed  here  by  the  Cumber- 
land Amusement  Co.,  was  to  open  Satur- 
day, December  14.  Eugene  Russell,  for- 
merly on  the  staff  of  the  Princess  at 
Nashville,  is  the  manager. 

The  increase  in  population  of  this  city 
due  to  construction  of  the  huge  army 
cantonment  at  Camp  Peay  and  the  com- 
ing of  25,000  army  recruits  early  next 
year,  is  the  reason  for  the  new  house.  It 
is  a 400-seater. 

Another  theatre  near  Camp  Peay  is  con- 
templated. 

16mm  Unit  in  Cleburne 
Operating  Full  Time 

Dallas — The  first  full-time  operated 
16mm  theatre  for  Texas  is  now  being  rim 
in  Cleburne  by  Tol  Teeter.  Known  as  the 
Joy,  the  theatre  seats  nearly  300. 

Three  pictures  a week  are  shown.  Prices 
are  5 and  10  cents,  is  the  report. 


Helps  the  Team 

Rockwood,  Tenn. — The  local  high  school 
football  squad  has  new  sweaters  as  a re- 
sult of  the  cooperation  of  Walter  Howard, 
manager  of  the  Lyric.  The  football  boys 
were  given  a percentage  of  all  tickets  they 
could  sell  for  a special  showing  of  “The 
Boys  From  Syracuse.” 


Hunt  Becomes  Party 

Jackson,  Tenn. — Employes  of  the  local 
Paramount  and  State  theatres  recently 
went  out  into  the  country  for  a ’possum 
hunt,  but  rain  spoiled  the  hunt  and  they 
had  to  be  content  with  an  indoor  hot  dog, 
peanut,  and  popcorn  party. 


Display  Rockne  Souvenir 

Johnson  City,  Tenn. — The  manage- 
ment of  the  Majestic  got  an  unusual  break 
in  its  promotion  of  the  local  showing  of 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American,”  when  J. 
R.  Ramy,  a citizen  of  Johnson  City,  let 
the  theatre  have  for  display  a square  of 
the  fabric  from  the  wrecked  plane  in  which 
Rockne  lost  his  life. 


Free  Nights  for  Men 

Huntington,  Tenn. — Bud  Banniza,  man- 
ager of  the  Court  Theatre,  promoted  a 
local  showing  of  “Gay  Caballero”  by  ad- 
mitting all  the  men  free  during  two  nights 
of  the  week.  There  were  no  strings  what- 
ever to  the  offer. 


(Continued  from  page  74) 
walking  along  the  sidewalk  when  a truck 
lost  control  and  struck  them.  Miss  Bayne 
was  not  seriously  injured,  hut  Miss  Wat- 
son suffered  a broken  ankle.  She  has  re- 
turned to  her  home  from  the  hospital  but 
it  will  be  some  time  before  she  can  report 
for  duty.  In  the  meantime  her  substitute 
is  Mrs.  Eloise  Johnston,  formerly  connect- 
ed with  RKO  Radio,  who  resigned  due  to 
the  arrival  of  a son. 

Backwashing  in  the  week’s  news  were 
some  items  from  the  convention  here 
last  week  of  the  Theatre  Owners  of  North 
and  South  Carolina.  To  them,  then, 
thusly : 

The  first  time  in  a year  and  a half  that 
he  left  his  theatre,  Charlie  Picquet  of 
Pinehurst  came  up  to  the  convention.  He 
was  suddenly  called  hack.  A fire  in  the 
booth  damaged  equipment  and  numerous 
reels  of  film. 

Congratulations  on  all  sides  in  the  elec- 
tion of  Charlie  Arrington  of  Rocky  Mount 
to  the  presidency.  Charlie  jumped  into 
show  business  Qegit)  against  his  will,  in 
1905.  The  movies  came  to  Rocky  Mount 
in  1910.  Toastmaster  Harry  Buchanan,  re- 
ferring to  the  inauguration  of  a new  “in- 
ner circle”  organization  composed  of  old- 
timers,  said  Charlie  was  at  the  top  of  the 
list. 

Speaking  of  old-timers,  there’s  Charlie 
Touchoji,  auditor  for  UA.  Always  in  the 
exchange  end,  this  Charlie  ivas  shipping 
films  to  exhibitors,  out  of  the  old  Wheelan 
exchange  in  Dallas,  as  far  back  as  1905. 

Somebody  asked  Bob  Wilby  if  his  wife 
was  along.  “No,”  he  answered,  “with  Ed 
Kuykendall  telling  these  stories,  maybe  it’s 
just  as  well.” 

Oscar  Morgan,  camel’s  hair  topcoat  and 
everything , on  hand  early  and  late. 

Roy  Springer,  MPA  conventioneer,  told 
the  story  of  the  Houston  exhibitor  in  the 
old  days  who  sent  a mortgage  on  his  home 
to  the  exchange  in  order  to  secure  delivery 
of  prints  of  a picture. 


New  Heating  at  Parsons 

Parsons,  Tenn. — A new  steam  heating 
plant  has  been  installed  in  the  Rustic  The- 
atre by  John  Goff.  The  heating  plant 
formerly  used  has  been  installed  in  a the- 
atre at  Bruceton,  also  owned  by  Goff. 

rr 

Puts  a Crimp 
In  Magic 

New  Orleans — Even  magicians  have 
trouble  with  the  law. 

Up  in  dry  Mississippi,  one  poured  water 
into  a glass  and  out  flowed  straight 
whiskey.  But  at  this  point  the  attorney 
general  intervened.  And  in  a heavy 
legal  opinion  he  ruled  that  liquor  made 
by  magic  is  just  as  illegal  as  the  “hard 
stuff"  made  by  the  boys  back  in  the 
hills,  since  the  "manufacture"  of  liquor 
of  all  kinds  is  expressly  forbidden  by  law 
in  the  state. 

So  another  "industry"  goes  by  the 
boards,  and  it  seems  that  hereafter 
magicians  will  have  to  confine  their  acts 
to  nothing  more  than  pulling  ladies'  un- 
mentionables from  the  whiskers  of  in- 
nocent deacons. 


Fiore  Announces  Sound 
System  Installations 


Atlanta — A.  Fiore  of  the  local  Altec  of- 
fice reports  installation  of  sound  systems 
by  the  company  in  the  following  theatres; 
Tate  Community,  Tate,  Ga.;  Empire,  At- 
lanta; Outdoor,  Donaldsonville,  Ga.;  Im- 
perial, Pocahontas,  Ark.;  Carroll,  Carroll- 
ton, Ga.;  Von,  Hernando,  Miss.;  Decatur, 
Decatur,  Ga.;  Bijou,  Erath,  La.;  Dillard, 
Warden,  Mo.;  Havana,  Havana,  Fla.;  Em- 
bassy, Henderson,  N.  C.;  Strand,  Milling- 
ton, Tenn.;  Hollywood,  Memphis,  Tenn.; 
Little  Five  Points,  Atlanta;  East  Point, 
East  Point,  Ga.;  Russell,  East  Point,  Ga.; 
Jewel,  Gordon,  Ga.;  Garden,  Atlanta;  Al- 
lison, Piedmont,  Ala.;  Boulevard,  Miami; 
Strand,  Key  West,  Fla.;  Wayne,  Waynes- 
boro, Tenn.;  Peachtree,  Atlanta;  Georgia, 
Memphis,  Tenn.;  Roosevelt,  Hollandale, 
Miss.;  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.;  Marine 
Barracks,  Parris  Island,  S.  C.;  Charles 
Montgomery,  Ala.;  Plaza,  Ft.  Smith,  Ark. 

Worth  Stewart  to  Open 
Goldsboro  Wayne  Soon 

Goldsboro,  N.  C. — Worth  Stewart  and 
associates  will  open  the  Wayne  soon  be- 
fore the  first  of  the  year.  This  will  make 
the  third  theatre  in  Goldsboro  devoted  to 
white  patronage,  the  other  two  being  the 
Paramount  and  the  Carolina  operated  by 
the  Kincey  interests. 

Stewart,  it  is  reliably  reported,  also  will 
remodel  and  open  the  Rialto  in  Wilson, 
N.  C.,  soon  after  the  first  of  the  year. 

Buckner  Opens  Palace 
In  Grapevine,  Tex, 

Grapevine,  Tex. — One  of  the  finest  the- 
atres in  Texas  for  its  location  and  trade 
territory  is  the  new  660-seat  Palace  here 
which  J.  K.  Buckner  opened  recently. 

On  opening  night  the  house  was  packed. 
From  the  stage  the  mayor,  the  banker  and 
the  theatre  owner  all  made  short  talks,  the 
first  two  lauding  the  new  enterprise  as  a 
town  builder. 


Two  to  Sid  Smith 

Dallas — L.  L.  Dunbar,  owner  and  opera- 
tor of  the  Cliff  Queen  here  and  the  Na- 
tional and  Palace  in  Mexia,  has  sold  the 
last  two  houses  to  his  nephew,  Sid  Smith, 
who  has  formed  a partnership  with  Mexia 
banking  interests. 


Bring  French  Films 

Austin — ^The  Varsity  will  play  one  or 
more  French-language  films  during  De- 
cember and  January  in  cooperation  with 
the  Alliance  Francais,  University  of  Texas 
club,  Louis  Novy,  city  manager  for  Inter- 
state, has  announced.  “The  Baker’s  Wife” 
will  be  the  first  picture  in  the  series. 


In  Buying  Equipment 

Dallas — G.  B.  Proctor  and  H.  M.  Marsh, 
Muskogee,  Okla.,  were  here  buying  equip- 
ment for  their  new  theatre  there  now  al- 
most completed  and  which  they  will  call 
“The  Okla.”  They  also  conferred  with 
officials  of  Robb  & Rowley,  their  partners. 


Anti-Smoking  Ordinance  Enforced 

Knoxville,  Tenn. — A city  ordinance 
against  smoking  in  theatres  is  being  strict- 
ly enforced  as  a fire  prevention  measure. 
A University  of  Tennessee  student  was 
fined  $10  for  smoking  at  the  Tennessee. 
Managers  are  co-operating  fully. 
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Nazi  Operations  Are 
Exposed  by  Producer 


Montreal — The  fronts  which  Nazidom 
sets  up  in  at  least  one  phase  of  its  op- 
erations in  the  United  States,  and  an  au- 
dacity on  the  part  of  its  agents  to  threat- 
en, was  revealed  by  Louis  de  Rochemont, 
producer  of  “The  March  of  Time,”  in  a 
copyrighted  interview  published  by  the 
Montreal  Standard. 

Recalling  his  ordeals  with  the  Nazis 
over  “The  Ramparts  We  Watch,”  in  which 
was  incorporated  clips  of  their  own  blitz- 
krieg terrorism  (“Baptism  of  Fire”), 
Rochemont  revealed  that  all  film  news 
material  from  Germany  is  controlled  by 
UFA,  German  film  trust,  whose  agent  in 
the  United  States,  George  Nitze,  must 
pass  upon  all  commentary  made  upon 
German-made  films  that  are  used  in  the 
U.  S. 

“Nitze’s  superior  is  Von  Gienanth,  a 
secretary  in  the  Germany  Embassy,  who 
in  turn  is  at  the  call  of  Ernst  Hepp,  con- 
sidered chief  of  a Gestapo  unit  in  the 
United  States,”  elaborated  Rochemont. 

Von  Gienanth,  when  told  that  “Ram- 
parts We  Watch”  would  be  released  with 
the  “Baptism  of  Fire”  sequence  despite 
Nitze’s  veto,  is  alleged  by  Rochemont  to 
have  warned  him  “You  must  be  prepared 
to  take  the  consequences  . . . Germany  is 
no  longer  a small  nation  to  be  kicked 
about  in  this  manner.” 


Lauds  Hollywood's  Role 
In  British  War  Reliei 

Victoria — “They  are  doing  a magnifi- 
cent job  for  British  war  relief  in  Holly- 
wood,” declared  James  Campbell,  London’s 
popular  song  writer  and  publisher  and 
husband  of  the  motion  picture  star,  Betty 
Balfour,  on  a visit  here. 

“They  are  giving  money  without  stint 
and  working  unceasingly  in  support  of 
the  war  fund,”  said  Campbell. 

“I  had  dinner  with  Gracie  Fields  just 
before  I left  Hollywood  and  she  told  me 
she  was  starting  an  American  tour  similar 
to  the  one  she  made  for  the  Navy  League 
through  Canada  last  summer.  Alan  Mow- 
bray and  Ronald  Colman  are  putting  their 
heart  into  this  thing. 

“The  British  War  relief  headquarters  at 
the  Ambassador  is  a veritable  hive  of  ac- 
tivity. Money  for  war  relief  is  pouring 
in  from  all  sections  of  the  United  States.” 

Campbell  is  the  author  with  Ray  Noble 
of  “Good  Night,  Sweetheart.”  Three  of 
his  most  popular  hits  which  he  co- 
authored with  Noel  Gay  of  “Lambeth 
Walk”  fame,  are  “Moonlight  Avenue,” 
“Mist  on  the  River”  and  “Fare  Thee  Well” 
which  have  taken  the  British  public  by 
storm  and  have  yet  to  be  released  in  the 
United  States. 

He  is  awaiting  the  outcome  of  a dispute 
between  radio  and  Ascap  before  he  intro- 
duces his  newest  songs  on  this  continent. 


See  "Parallel"  Remake 

Toronto — That  the  incompleted  picture, 
“49th  Parallel,”  will  have  to  be  re-filmed 
in  its  present  entirety  because  Elisabeth 
Bergner,  engaged  as  the  star  of  the  pro- 
duction, is  said  to  have  declined  to  finish 
the  remaining  scenes  and  refuses  to  leave 
the  United  States  for  the  purpose,  has 
been  reported  in  Toronto  newspapers. 


Dominion  Welcomes 
Newsreel  Crews 


Two  From  Exchanges 
To  Clearance  Board 

Toronto — The  national  clearance  board, 
recently  approved  by  the  Motion  Picture 
Section  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  for 
the  revision  of  clearance  schedules  and 
booking  priority  in  Canada,  has  been  ex- 
panded by  the  addition  of  two  represen- 
tatives of  the  film  distributors  yet  to  be 
named,  in  order  to  give  the  exchanges  a 
voice  in  the  contemplated  changes. 

The  original  board  was  made  up  of 
three  chain  representatives  and  three  from 
the  independents.  Those  who  have  been 
named  comprise  J.  I.  Fitzgibbons,  Ben 
Geldsaler  and  Morris  Stein  for  the  cir- 
cuits and  Harry  Alexander,  H.  Freedman 
and  N.  A.  Taylor,  of  Toronto,  for  the  in- 
dependent theatre  owners. 

VS  - ■ ■ 'J 

Masters  Transier  Talk 
Reminds  of  Career 

Toronto — Mentioned  for  a higher  post, 
with  headquarters  in  New  York,  in  the 
United  States  with  United  Artists,  Haskell 
M.  Masters  of  Toronto  suddenly  became 
the  center  of  personal  attention  among 
Canadian  film  trade  executives  who  have 
extended  both  congratulations  and  con- 
dolences of  a preliminary  nature.  Masters, 
who  has  long  been  considered  a fixture  as 
general  manager  of  United  Artists  Corp., 
Ltd.,  the  Canadian  branch  company,  has 
been  active  in  the  Toronto  field  for  more 
than  20  years  and  is  personally  known 
throughout  the  Dominion  by  reason  of  his 
numerous  coast-to-coast  business  trips  by 
rail  and  air. 

Masters  has  played  a leading  role  in 
Canadian  trade  activities  for  many  years. 
Only  a few  weeks  ago,  he  was  elected  a di- 
rector of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers 
and  was  subsequently  appointed  to  the 
general  committee.  He  also  served  on  the 
1940  financial  campaign  committee  which 
succeeded  in  raising  $23,000  in  the  To- 
ronto film  trade  for  the  Canadian  Red 
Cross  and  is  a member  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Section  of  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Trade,  as  well  as  an  executive  member 
of  the  Canadian  motion  picture  war  serv- 
ices committee. 

Last  June  when  the  Canadian  film  in- 
dustry decided  to  stage  a united  drive 
for  the  sale  of  war  savings  stamps  for 
the  Canadian  government.  Masters  was 
appointed  one  of  three  officials  to  make 
an  organizing  tour  of  the  western  prov- 
inces to  Vancouver  which  was  done  in 
whirlwind  fashion  by  airplane,  with  high- 
ly successful  results.  Over  a period  of 
years  Masters  has  been  actively  identified 
with  the  Toronto  YMCA  and  other  fra- 
ternal and  social  organizations. 


Kelly  Denies  Masters  Is 
Headed  for  Schlaifer  Post 

New  York — Denial  of  a published  report 
here  that  Haskell  Masters,  Canadian  di- 
vision manager,  would  become  western 
sales  manager  has  been  issued  by  Arthur 
W.  Kelly,  United  Artists  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution. 

L.  J.  Schlaifer,  said  Kelly,  still  is  west- 
ern sales  manager.  He  said  the  report 
that  Schlaifer  had  resigned  was  “a  mis- 
statement of  fact.” 


Toronto — The  war  has  brought  an 
about-face  in  the  policy  of  the  Canadian 
government  regarding  the  admission  of 
newsreel  equipment,  including  sound  truck 
units,  to  the  Dominion  from  the  United 
States  with  the  result  that  facility  is  be- 
ing extended  to  camera  crews  for  the 
shooting  of  topical  pictures — particularly 
those  pertaining  to  Canada’s  war  effort. 

Some  years  ago  the  Dominion  made  it 
impossible  for  mobile  newsreel  units  to  en- 
ter the  country  through  the  adoption  of 
customs  regulations  requiring  the  payment 
of  full  duty  on  the  motor  trucks  and 
built-in  equipment  from  the  United  States 
without  benefit  of  refund  after  a vehicle 
had  returned  to  the  country  of  origin. 
This  was  done  as  a protective  measure  for 
the  newsreel  companies  established  in 
Canada  and,  in  a measure,  for  the  govern- 
ment’s own  camera  service.  It  was  charged 
that  the  Dominion  was  missing  important 
publicity  through  this  barrier  agains’t 
American  crews  but  the  federal  authorities 
withstood  the  complaints,  particularly  as 
the  provincial  governments,  in  their  re- 
sponsibility of  censorship,  had  put  through 
measures  providing  for  a substantial 
quota  of  Canadian  and  Empire  scenes  in 
every  topical  weekly. 

With  hostilities  in  progress,  the  Cana- 
dian government  is  welcoming  the  news- 
reel experts  of  the  United  States  with  the 
proverbial  open  arms  and  is  granting  spe- 
cial privileges  so  that  the  taking  of  mili- 
tary pictures  can  be  expedited,  within  the 
usual  precautionary  limits.  Special  co- 
operation has  been  extended  to  March  of 
Time  representatives  for  the  making  of 
appropriate  pictures. 

There  is  no  indication  that  provincial 
censorship  rules  have  been  eased  but  no 
revision  is  necessary  because  of  a natural 
reduction  in  topical  shots  from  foreign 
countries  other  than  the  U.  S.  because  of 
wartime  restrictions.  Moreover,  pictures 
of  activities  in  the  United  States  are 
closely  linked  to  the  Allied  cause  and  are 
popular  with  Canadian  audiences,  any  ap- 
pearance of  President  Roosevelt  on  Ca- 
nadian screens  being  greeted  with  ap- 
plause for  instance.  Likewise,  there  is  no 
longer  the  cry  that  Canadians  are  be- 
coming Americanized  through  the  influ- 
ence of  the  screen. 


Approve  Daylight  Saving 

Saskatoon — Daylight  saving  time,  once 
before  adopted  here  but  later  rejected,  was 
approved  by  a small  majority  in  the  re- 
cent civic  elections. 

ft  •• 

Grierson  Resigns  as 
Film  Commissioner 

Toronto — The  Canadian  government 
has  accepted  the  resignation  of  John 
Grierson  of  London,  England,  from  the 
post  of  Dominion  film  commissioner.  The 
resignation  will  take  effect  late  in  Febru- 
ary, 18  months  after  his  appointment  fol- 
lowing the  creation  of  a national  film 
board  by  Act  of  Parliament,  on  his  recom- 
mendation, reached  after  a brief  tour  of 
Canada. 

His  successor  will  be  appointed  on  the 
return  of  the  Hon.  A.  L.  MacKinnon  from 
a trade  mission  to  South  America  in 
January.  MacKinnon  is  chairman  of  the 
film  board  as  minister  of  trade  and  com- 
merce. 

VS— - - >J 
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^HEATRES  will  as  usual  lend  their  aid 
to  Christmas  charities  by  permitting 
collection  boxes  to  be  placed  in  the  lob- 
bies. Books  of  tickets  for  admission  to 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  theatres 
are  on  sale  as  Christmas  gifts. 

Theatre  managers  are  greatly  ericour- 
aged  by  the  improving  attendance,  which 
they  attribute  to  the  circulation  of  more 
money  as  a result  of  higher  payrolls.  Sol- 
diers and  airmen  also  are  constant  pa- 
trons, and  uniforms  are  conspicuous 
amongst  the  audiences. 

Termination  of  the  showing  of  “The 
Great  Dictator"  at  the  Orpheum  after  a 
three  weeks’  run  was  disappointing  and 
must  be  taken  as  a reflection  of  the  pub- 
lic’s determination  not  to  pay  enhanced 
prices.  “The  Great  Dictator”  was  shown 
at  $1.10  evenings,  and  75  cents  matinees. 
So  far,  “Gone  With  the  Wind”  has  been 
the  only  picture  to  visit  Montreal  which 
successfully  overcame  the  handicap  of  in- 
creased admission  prices. 

Demand  for  theatre  stocks  such  as  Uni- 
ted Amusements  “A"  and  “B”  class,  and 
Mansfield  Theatres  preferred  on  the  Mon- 
treal unlisted  market  bears  out  the  im- 
pression that  theatre  earnings  are  im- 
proving. 

Montreal  motion  picture  theatres  us- 
ually commence  their  performances  at 
10  a.  m.  so  it  comes  as  surprise  to  local 
exchange  managers  to  learn  that  London 
county  council  has  just  authorized  cin- 
emas in  the  British  metropolis  to  open  at 
10:30  a.  m.  This  has  been  done  in  order 
to  give  war  workers,  many  of  whom  are 
engaged  at  nights,  an  opportunity  for  re- 
laxation. 

Word  has  been  received  by  friends  of 
Jack  Doyle,  boxer  and  singer,  that  his 


His  Ambition  Realized — 

Courtenay,  B.  C. — E.  W.  Bickle’s  ambi- 
tion to  have  an  outstanding  theatre  seems 
to  be  realized  in  his  new  house,  the 
E.  W.  here,  as  the  above  photograph  well 
testifies. 

It  is  of  solid  timber  construction  finished 
in  stucco  and  tile,  with  a seating  capacity 
of  800,  though  the  entire  space  will  not 
be  used  at  present. 

There  is  an  elaborate  heating  and  ven- 
tilating system  complete  with  air  filters, 
and  forced  out-draught  for  the  hot  sum- 
mer days. 

The  booth  equipment,  planned  and  fur- 
nished by  Dominion  Sound  Equipment, 


vnfe,  the  motion  picture  actress,  Movita, 
may  have  been  killed  in  an  air  raid.  Doyle 
said  his  wife  went  visiting  on  a street 
which  was  bombed  and  she  has  not  been 
seen  since. 

E.  Gaston  Fauteux,  manager  of  the 
Monkland,  is  justly  proud  of  the  new  mar- 
quee just  completed.  It  is  illuminated 
by  hundreds  of  brilliant  electric  lamps, 
and  makes  the  corner  of  Monkland  and 
Girouard  the  brightest  in  the  locality. 

Charlie  Chaplin  rarely  accords  an  inter- 
view. but  he  spoke  on  the  trans- Atlantic 
telephone  to  Paul  Bewsher  of  the  London 
Daily  Mail  and  explained  that  he  made 
“The  Great  Dictator”  because  of  his  strong 
anti-Nazi  feeling.  “I  wanted  to  do  some- 
thing for  freedom  and  liberty,”  he  said. 
Charlie,  who  was  born  in  Kennington, 
London,  kept  Bewsher  busy  answering 
questions  about  how  London  was  carrying 
on. 

Associated  Screen  News  newsreel  cam- 
eras ground  as  the  Swedish  freighter  bear- 
ing 65  survivors  of  the  gallant  Jervis  Bay 
arrived  at  an  Eastern  Canadian  port.  The 
assignment  was  covered  by  Cameraman 
Ross  Beesley,  and  his  sound  technician, 
Dick  Harrison.  Testifying  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  picture,  all  major  news- 
reels gave  it  international  release. 

Canada’s  “Royal  Family,”  the  Dionne 
Quintuplets,  are  determined  to  maintain 
their  royal  standing.  The  five  little  act- 
resses signed  a Christmas  letter  to  Their 
Majesties,  King  George  and  Queen  Eliza- 
beth . . . It  is  learned  here  that  fire  de- 
stroyed the  Sonofilm  Motion  Picture  stu- 
dio at  Rio  de  Janeiro  where  two  impor- 
tant Brazilian  films  were  being  produced. 
A large  stock  of  film  on  hand  aided  the 
blaze  which  was  caused  by  a short  circuit, 
according  to  word  received  at  the  local 
consulate. 


Photo  by  C.  C.  Slllence  & Co. 

Ltd.,  includes  RCA  Photophone,  Motio- 
graph  DeLuxe  projectors,  Ashcraft  Cyclex 
arc  lamps,  and  Hurley  Evenlite  sound 
screen. 

Entering,  one  is  immediately  struck  by 
the  luxurious  comfort  of  the  foyer  with 
its  upholstered  furniture,  deep  piled  car- 
pets, attractive  decoration,  and  the  glow- 
ing open  fire.  From  this  one  goes  into 
an  inner  lounge  from  which  open  the 
check-room,  rest-rooms,  and  manager’s 
office,  as  well  as  the  doors  to  the  audi- 
torium; the  latter  are  double  sound-proof 
doors,  shutting  off  sound  from  the  stage, 
and  any  possible  conversation  the  other 
way. 


A soimd  film  on  present  day  life  in 
Sweden  was  screened  for  the  Scandina- 
vian and  Finnish  communities  in  Mon- 
treal. The  film  was  presented  by  H. 
Lindfors  of  Vancouver,  B.  C.,  and  pro- 
ceeds went  to  aid  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church  in  that  city  . . . Two  sound  films, 
“Motors  on  the  March,”  and  “New  Hori- 
zons” were  screened  for  the  Electrical  Club 
of  Montreal,  and  two  British  patriotic 
films  were  shown  at  the  Mechanic’s  In- 
stitute. 

Regret  is  expressed  in  theatrical  circles 
over  the  death  in  New  York  of  Thomas 
Arthur  Baker,  former  resident  of  Toronto, 
head  of  the  T.  Arthur  Baker  Theatrical 
Agency.  Although  resident  in  New  York 
for  40  years  he  maintained  a summer 
home  at  Belle  Ewart,  Lake  Simcoe,  and 
visited  Canada  annually. 

Associated  Screen  News  has  completed 
a set  of  trailers  for  all  Famous  Players 
theatres  across  Canada,  announcing  their 
Christmas  gift  books  of  theatre  tickets 
. . . Roy  Tash  of  ASN  covered  “Little  Nor- 
way,” Norwegian  air  training  station  near 
Toronto  . . . Jack  Chisholm  and  A.  Jac- 
quemin  of  Associated  Screen  News  are 
engaged  in  Ontario  on  a commercial  pro- 
duction, and  Fred  Egan  of  the  same  com- 
pany is  working  with  the  production  crew 
to  make  a complete  record  in  stills  of 
the  story  . . . When  German  fliers  bombed 
a London  theatre  and  interrupted  a mys- 
tery picture,  the  audience  refused  to  go 
home  until  the  manager  told  them  who 
committed  the  murder. 

Canada’s  Department  of  Defense  an- 
nounces that  steps  are  being  taken  to 
provide  motion  pictures  for  all  the  com- 
pulsory military  training  camps  in  the  Do- 
rnmion.  At  present  there  is  a shortage 
of  projectioTi  machines,  which  the  de- 
partment promises  to  remedy  speedily.  The 
films  will  be  both  recreational  and  in- 
structional, and  will  include  not  only  reg- 
ular army  educational  films,  but  also  fea- 
ture pictures  and  comedy  shorts. 

St.  Denis  and  Cinema  de  Paris  thea- 
tres in  Montreal  received  first  playing 
dates  of  the  National  Film  Board’s  first 
film  in  French,  “Un  du  Vingt  Deuxieme,” 
which  deals  with  a soldier’s  life  in  the 
famous  Royal  22nd  Regiment  of  Quebec. 

Visual  education  is  well  known  as  a 
modern  development,  increasingly  em- 
ployed by  Canadian  educationists.  It  is 
now  being  applied  to  the  training  of 
Canada’s  armed  forces.  All  training  camps 
in  Canada  are  being  equipped  with  pro- 
jectors for  showing  IGmm  sound  films,  both 
for  instruction  and  entertainment. 

Eugene  Maynard,  manager  of  the  Savoy, 
Confederation  Amusements  house  in  Ver- 
dun, is  arranging  the  program  for  a spe- 
cial New  Year’s  Eve  show,  in  which  the 
feature  picture  will  be  “Argentine  Nights.” 
Favors  will  be  given  and  all  indications 
point  to  a record  "in  local  gaiety.  The 
Savoy  is  distinguished  among  local  the- 
atres by  having  no  fewer  than  five  of 
its  ushers  in  Canada’s  armed  forces  over- 
seas. They  are:  William  Riddlesworth, 
Georges  Fontaine,  Walter  Stevens,  Albert 
Cote,  and  Walter  Gauthier. 


Palmer  Doing  Detective  Yarn 

Hollywood — Stuart  Palmer  is  scripting 
an  untitled  detective  yarn  for  Producers 
Ralph  Dietrich  and  Walter  Morosco  at 
20th-Pox. 
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New  Group  to  Fight 
Ascap  in  Canada 


Toronto — In  view  of  the  current  musical 
copyright  tangle  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
Canadian  Composers  Ass’n  has  been  or- 
ganized at  Toronto  with  aims  and  objects 
that  are  similar  to  those  of  Broadcast 
Music,  Inc.,  which  is  being  sponsored  in 
the  United  States  for  the  development  and 
accumulation  of  independent  musical 
works  outside  of  the  control  of  the  Amer- 
ican Society  of  Composers,  Authors  and 
Publishers.  The  avowed  purpose  of  the 
association  is  to  promote  the  use  of  new 
Canadian  music  on  Canadian  programs 
and  meetings  are  being  held  at  frequent 
intervals  for  the  acceptance  or  rejection 
of  new  melodies  and  lyrics. 

The  president  of  the  Canadian  organ- 
ization is  Mrs.  W.  H.  Reid  of  Toronto; 
the  secretary  is  Gordon  Turner  while  the 
music  judges  named  are  Delbert  Piette, 
president  of  the  Music  Arts  Guild,  Ger- 
maine Hubbard  and  F.  Turner. 


"Convoy's"  Case  History 
As  an  RKO  Release 

New  York — RKO  is  distributing  “Con- 
voy” in  the  United  States.  How  that  came 
about  is  outlined  in  novel  manner  by  Leon 
J.  Bamberger,  sales  promotion  manager, 
in  a special  mailing  to  the  trade. 

Enclosed  within  a regular  manila  file 
folder,  identified  by  a tab  as  the  “Convoy” 
folder,  are  replicas  of  the  notes,  corre- 
spondence and  wires  that  first  brought 
the  film  to  the  attention  of  RKO,  devel- 
oped enthusiasm  for  it,  and  ended  in  its 
acceptance  for  U.  S.  distribution. 

The  course  traces  thus: 

(1)  A letter  from  Canadian  division 
sales  manager,  Leo  M.  Devaney,  to  Ned 
Depinet,  RKO  vice-president,  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  great  success  of  “Convoy”  in 
Canada. 

(2)  A note  is  attached  to  this  letter 
by  Depinet,  asking  A.  W.  Smith  jr.,  to 
see  the  picture  on  his  visit  to  Toronto. 

(3)  Smith  wires  Depinet  from  Toronto 
his  enthusiasm  over  the  film. 

<4)  Depinet  gets  in  touch  with  Arthur 
Lee  who  has  the  print,  and  receives  from 
Lee  paper  prepared  in  London  for  the 
picture. 

(5)  Bamberger  meanwhile  gathers  ex- 
ecutive opinion  at  the  screening — uni- 
formly approving. 

(6)  The  deal  is  closed;  Lee  sends  for 
the  negative  to  London. 

(7)  Smith  sends  out  information  on 
“Convoy”  to  all  branch  and  district  man- 
agers, and  instructs  to  go  ahead  and  sell 
“at  minimum  percentage  terms  of  25  per 
cent  and  satisfactory  flat  rentals  in  the 
flat  rental  situations.” 


Rittenberg  to  Rebuild 
Toronto  Orpheum 

Toronto- — Norman  Rittenberg,  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Consolidated  The- 
atres Ass’n,  co-operative  organization  for 
independent  exhibitors,  has  decided  to  re- 
build his  Orpheum  in  Toronto,  the  cost 
of  the  remodeling  being  estimated  at 
$50,000.  R.  R.  Dennis  is  the  general  con- 
tractor for  the  work  which  will  take  sev- 
eral months. 


Financial  Paper  In 
Praise  of  Norrish 


Montreal — Election  of  B.  E.  Norrish  to 
the  presidency  of  Associated  Screen  News 
recently  inspired  the  The  Financial  Post 
to  publish  the  following  impressionist 
sketch  of  his  career  and  of  the  progress 
of  the  film  enterprise  which  he  directs: 

“Twenty  years  ago  a group  of  Canadians 
decided  that  there  was  room  for  a motion 
picture  industry  in  Canada.  The  same 
group  had  rather  elaborate  ideas  about 
breaking  into  the  American  market. 

“The  two  ventures  were  started  about 
the  same  time.  Much  water  has  flowed 
under  the  bridge  since  then.  The  Ameri- 
can enterprise  was  a highly  successful 
flop.  The  promoters  would  like  to  forget 
about  it.  But  when  they  think  of  the 
Canadian  unit,  it  is  with  a different  feel- 
ing. 

“Started  on  a ‘shoestring’  this  company 
has  grown  steadily  and  surely  until  today 
it  is  in  effect  the  motion  picture  industry 
of  Canada.  The  man  responsible  for  this 
achievement  is  B.  E.  Norrish,  recently 
elected  president  of  the  Associated  Screen 
News. 

“When  an  enterprise  is  successful  there 
are  many  who  are  ready  to  step  forward 
and  take  the  credit.  In  the  case  of  the 
Associated  Screen  News,  Ben  Norrish  is 
and  always  has  been  the  mainspring. 
Twenty  years  ago  he  was  in  charge  of  the 
Canadian  government’s  motion  picture  bu- 
reau at  Ottawa.  He  was  one  of  the  few 
men  in  Canada  at  that  time  who  knew 
anything  about  the  motion  picture  busi- 
ness and  his  selection  to  head  the  new 
enterprise  was  a natural  one. 

“After  graduating  in  engineering  from 
Queen’s  Universiy,  Ben  Norrish  entered 
the  government  service  at  Ottawa.  He 
served  in  various  departments,  never  very 
long  in  any  one,  until  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  motion  picture  bureau.  His 
experience  there  as  an  administrator  and 
operator,  provided  him  with  a specialized 
training  which  was  to  stand  him  in  good 
stead  in  later  years. 

“When  Associated  started  in  business  it 
was  a company  in  name  only.  There  was 
no  elaborate  studio;  no  grand  offices. 
When  Ben  Norrish  moved  from  one  town 
to  another,  the  company  moved  with 
him.  He  was  everything  from  office  boy 
to  manager.  Not  the  least  of  his  prob- 
lems in  those  early  days  was  keeping  track 
of  the  company’s  first  two  cameramen — 
Tracy  Mathewson  and  Ross  White — who 
have  long  since  gone  their  way.  Then 
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ANNOUNCEMENT  of  the  inclusion  of 
pulp  comic  magazines  among  other  ar- 
ticles banned  by  the  latest  Dominion  im- 
posts, has  been  greeted  here  with  loud 
cheers  on  the  part  of  women’s  organiza- 
tions which  initiated  a similar  move  here 
some  time  ago.  At  the  time  their  attack 
was  tied  in  with  protests  against  cer- 
tain types  of  films  which  they  considered 
unfit  for  juvenile  consumption.  No  action 
was  forthcoming  from  local  officials  on 
either  matter.  In  the  meantime  the  agi- 
tation against  the  films  has  died  down  al- 
though in  view  of  past  experiences  it  is 
fairly  safe  to  predict  that  it  is  only  a 
question  of  time  until  some  group  starts 
agitating  again. 

Six  hundred  gunners  of  the  13th  Field 
Regiment  went  to  the  show  to  study  Nazi 
warfare  when  a special  showing  of  “The 
Ramparts  We  Watch”  was  arranged  for 
them  by  Eddie  Newman  at  the  Lyceum 
. . . Manager  Jack  Kurk  reports  that  his 
house,  the  Times,  has  been  closed  down 
for  renovations  and  general  overhauling 
to  be  reopened  soon  wih  a new  policy  in- 
stituted. 

Harold  Bishop’s  smart  stunt  of  passing 
tickets  among  his  patrons  which  inquired 
of  them  whether  they  were  pleased  with 
their  seats  and  informing  them  they  would 
be  pleased  with  his  next  attraction,  “Es- 
cape,” was  followed  by  tie-ins  with  local 
book  stores  capitalizing  on  the  popularity 
of  the  novel  from  which  the  film  was 
taken. 

At  the  Metropolitan,  Jack  Fitzgibbons 
has  worked  out  a clever  medium  for  the 
advancement  of  sales  of  gift  tickets  for 
Christmas.  Jack  has  constructed  a map  of 
Canada  with  cut-outs  for  each  city  or 
town  to  which  tickets  bought  at  his  house 
may  be  sent.  Each  cut-out  has  a little 
light  behind  it  on  the  style  of  the  maps 
found  in  air  ports  and  the  whole  has  a 
highly  distinctive  and  original  atmosphere 
about  it. 

Films  are  playing  a part  in  the  winter 
training  of  infantry  men  at  centers  in  the 
city.  The  soldiers  are  being  shown  films 
of  crack  units  carrying  out  field  opera- 
tions of  various  types.  According  to  com- 
ments made  by  officials  in  charge,  the  men 
are  quicker  in  learning  to  carry  these 
operations  out  by  seeing  the  movements 
than  by  listening  to  lectures. 

Syl  Gunn  arranged  a screening  preview 
of  “Night  Train  From  Munich”  and  got 
fine  reviews  in  the  dailies  from  the  news- 
paper boys  who  were  impressed. 


there  was  the  preparation  of  special  films 
with  limited  equipment  and  limited  capi- 
tal, the  ‘shooting’  of  Royal  tours  with 
all  their  attendant  ‘headaches.’ 

“In  time.  Associated  Screen  branched 
out  into  other  fields.  It  built  its  own 
building  in  Montreal.  It  contracted  to  do 
the  printing  of  films  brought  into  the  coun- 
try; the  filming  of  new  events;  the  mak- 
ing of  ‘quickies.’  Then  came  the  intro- 
duction of  ‘sound’  and  again  the  com- 
pany was  to  the  fore,  building  its  own 
sound  studio  next  to  the  original  plant. 

“Most  of  credit  for  the  success  of  the 
company  is  due  to  Ben  Norrish.  Many  ad- 
justments had  to  be  made  to  meet  the 
rapid  changes  in  the  motion  picture  busi- 
ness; opposition  had  to  be  overcome.  To- 
day— 20  years  later — the  comany  is 
soundly  entrenched.  A fitting  recognition 
of  that  achievement  is  the  election  of  Ben 
Norrish  to  the  presidency.” 
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fHE  ORGANIZATION  of  the  Canadian 
Picture  Pioneers  for  1941  has  been 
rounded  out  by  the  appointment  of  George 
W.  Beeston,  auditor  of  several  film  ex- 
change and  theatre  companies,  as  assist- 
ant treasurer,  and  E.  H.  Wells  as  assistant 
secretary,  both  of  Toronto.  Wells  is  the 
national  secretary  of  the  Film  Boards  of 
Trade.  They  will  work  with  James  P. 
O’Loghlin,  general  manager  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox Corp.  of  Canada,  who  was  elected 
the  new  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Pio- 
neers. 

Manager  Tom  Daley  of  the  big  Im- 
perial in  downtown  Toronto  is  making  a 
Christmas  shopping  center  of  his  theatre. 
He  is  putting  on  a “Shoppers’  Bargain 
Matinee”  every  morning  starting  at  10:30 
o’clock,  has  established  a free  checking 
service  for  bundle-laden  customers  and 
has  added  a booth  for  the  wrapping  of 
numerous  parcels  into  one  package. 

Shades  of  the  past:  Old  newspaper  files 
reveal  that  a film  star  popularity  contest 
in  December,  1915 — 25  years  ago — resulted 
in  the  selection  of  Clara  Kimball  Young 
as  the  favorite  celebrity,  with  Anita  Stew- 
art second  and  Mary  Pickford  third. 

The  death  has  occurred  of  Thomas  Ar- 
thur Baker,  well-known  theatrical  agent 
of  Toronto,  in  his  list  year.  Among  the 
survivors  are  two  brothers  in  Toronto  and 
four  sisters,  three  of  whom  reside  in  To- 
ronto and  one  in  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Ned  Sparks,  screen  comedian  of  many 
years,  has  taken  up  permanent  residence 
at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel,  Toronto,  and  is 
frequently  seen  in  the  company  of  Premier 
M.  F.  Hepburn  of  Ontario  with  whom  he 
spent  his  boyhood  days  at  St.  Thomas, 
Ont.  Snarks  was  a front-seater  at  the 
Salica  vs.  Montana  prize-fight  at  Maple 
Leaf  Gardens. 

Boris  Morros,  Paramount  producer  and 
once  manager  of  the  Paramount  Theatre 
in  New  York,  was  a visitor  in  Toronto  for 
the  screening  of  his  “Second  Chorus.” 

Manager  Jules  Bernstein  of  Toronto 
Loew’s  has  been  busy  with  preparations 
for  the  gala  opening  of  “Flight  Command’’ 
on  December  17.  The  theatre  is  to  be 
kept  closed  all  day  until  the  opening  eve- 
ning performance,  all  seats  being  reserved. 
D.  p.  Bloom,  exploiteer  of  Regal  Films 
Limited,  made  a trip  to  Ottawa  to  secure 
government  co-operation  for  the  premiere 
with  officers  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Air 
Force  as  guests  of  honor. 

Manager  Gordon  of  the  Toronto  Oriole 
is  promoting  the  sale  of  Oriole  theatre 
tickets,  good  for  all  performances,  as 
Christmas  gifts.  Incidentally,  he  had 
a program  the  first  half  of  this  week 
(December  9-11)  in  which  “Mutiny  on 
the  Bounty”  was  advertised  as  the  second 
feature.  Picture  No.  1 being  the  perennial 
holiday  feature  “Christmas  Carol.” 

Harry  Lester,  proprietor  of  the  Bonita, 
Toronto  neighborhood  house,  is  turning 
them  away  for  the  Sunday  evening  pa- 
triotic concerts,  the  silver  collections  from 
which  are  being  turned  over  to  different 
war  charities. 

Lloyd  M.  Mills,  manager  of  the  Ottawa 
Elgin,  presented  a film  and  variety  show 
at  the  theatre  for  the  members  of  the  first 
Field  Brigade,  Royal  Canadian  Artillery, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Lions  Club,  the 
public  also  being  admitted.  A concert  is 
being  staged  in  the  Elgin  for  each  of  the 
local  army  units  in  turn.  Mills  has  also 
organized  a money -raising  campaign  for 


the  Christmas  Cheer  Fund  of  the  Lions 
Club. 

English  refugee  students  attending  Ash- 
bury College  are  being  given  a theatre 
party  once  each  month  as  guests  of  the 
Capitol,  the  leading  Famous  Players’  house 
in  Ottawa,  with  free  transportation  being 
provided  in  coaches  of  the  Ottawa  Elec- 
tric Railway. 

The  daughter  of  Hon.  J.  Earl  Lawson, 
former  member  of  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment, and  Mrs.  Lawson  was  recently  mar- 
ried, the  groom  being  a Montreal  man. 
Rosina  Lawrence  of  Westboro,  Ont.,  who 
was  a screen  actress  until  her  marriage 
a year  ago  to  Judge  Juvenal  Marchisio, 
has  become  the  mother  of  a son. 

Sam  Merlina,  proprietor  of  the  Uptown 
in  Orangeville,  Ont.,  told  of  the  purchase 
of  the  theatre  at  Listowell  during  a visit 
in  Toronto  the  other  day  . . . Gladys 
George,  film  and  stage  actress,  has  been 
booked  for  a personal  appearance  at  a 
patriotic  show  in  Toronto  for  one  night, 
in  support  of  Gloria  Jean,  the  juvenile 
singing  star. 

Al  Sedgwick,  manager  of  the  Toronto 
Belsize,  has  a unique  worry.  He  has  been 
giving  special  comic  books  as  “favors”  to 
youthful  patrons  at  the  Saturday  matinee 
shows  but  the  further  importation  of  the 
funnies  from  the  United  States  has  been 
banned  under  the  Foreign  Exchange  Con- 
servation Act  of  the  Dominion  government. 

Three  theatre  sons  are  among  the  sur- 
vivors of  Mrs.  J.  Nelson  who  passed  away 
in  Toronto  in  her  73rd  year.  They  are 
John  H.  Nelson,  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
North  Bay,  for  years;  Cecil  Nelson  of  the 
Toronto  Carlton  and  Brook  Nelson  of  the 
Toronto  Runnymede.  A grandson,  Her- 
bert, is  manager  of  a theatre  in  Northern 
Ontario. 


Cooperative  EHort  Makes 
Weekly  Shows  Possible 

Cut  Knife.  Sask. — Weekly  shows  have 
been  held  here  the  past  year,  thanks  to 
the  efforts  of  a cooperative  organization, 
the  Sponsors  Club. 

At  a recent  meeting,  with  P.  L.  Margot 
as  chairman,  the  11  months  of  the  group’s 
operations  were  reviewed,  showing  that  59 
contract  pictures  had  been  exhibited  to 
16,879  adults  and  children.  In  addition, 
the  Royal  Visit  film  was  shown  and  $90 
worth  of  war  savings  stamps  sold  at  a free 
show. 

A vote  of  appreciation  was  extended  to 
H.  J.  Poster,  who  brought  the  idea  origi- 
nally to  Cut  Knife,  and  to  the  officers  and 
directors.  H.  J.  Foster  was  elected  hon- 
orary president  and  the  following  direc- 
tors: R.  J.  Dion,  P.  L.  Margot  and  A.  E. 
Finley,  for  two-year  terms;  L.  J.  Forest 
and  C.  A.  Barsaloux,  for  a one-year  term. 


JJERBERT  Botten,  popular  doorman  at 
the  Dominion  Theatre  here  for  the 
past  two  years,  has  joined  the  Royal  Ca- 
nadian Navy  ...  In  cooperation  with 
several  leading  local  merchants.  Famous 
Players  theatres  here  are  putting  on  a big 
drive  for  the  sale  of  Christmas  Gift  tickets. 

Lieut.  John  Garard  of  the  Royal  Ca- 
nadian Volunteer  Reserve  and  formerly 
assistant  manager  of  the  Atlas  Theatre 
here,  passed  his  examinations  in  torpedo 
work.  Lieut.  Garard  had  for  a classmate 
Lieut.  John  Farrow,  also  of  the  Royal 


■pHE  QUESTION  of  the  annual  lunch 

and  get-together  of  the  motion-picture 
industry  of  British  Columbia  is  now  in 
abeyance  as  some  contend  that,  in  view 
of  war  conditions,  it  would  be  more  seem- 
ly to  turn  the  money  which  would  be  thus 
spent  over  to  the  Red  Cross.  There  might 
be  some  sort  of  a compromise  whereby 
the  usual  charge  of  $2.50  would  be  di- 
vided between  the  lunch  and  the  Red 
Cross. 

Eddie  Teel,  who  was  booker  for  2Iith 
Century-Fox,  died  December  5,  after  a 
comparative  short  period  in  bed  following 
an  operation  . . . The  staffs  of  the  Film- 
row  district  officers  anounce  their  annual 
Christmas  party  for  the  I3th,  to  be  held 
in  Commodore  Cabaret  with  promise  of 
the  usual  happy  social  evening. 

Harold  Warren  has  again  resumed  con- 
trol of  the  Port  at  Port  Alberni  thus  hav- 
ing the  monopoly  of  amusement  in  the 
Alberni  district 

Paul  Harmon  philosophically  taking  his 
troubles  due  to  the  floods  at  Squamish, 
when  his  theatre  had  four  feet  of  water 
in  the  auditorium,  says  he  is  thinking  of 
putting  it  on  floats  so  that  the  next  time 
it  might  drift  away  and  perhaps  land 
where  there  would  be  greater  audiences. 

Miss  Scriven  is  still  absent  in  Hamilton 
from  where  she  directs  the  fortunes  of 
the  Stanley  by  correspondence. 

The  annual  meeting  of  Local  No.  348, 
The  B.  C.  Projectionists  Society,  was  held 
on  the  fourth  and  the  only  change  in  of- 
ficers was  the  elevation  of  W.  Myers  from 
member  at  large  to  the  vice-presidency 
and  the  inclusion  of  S.  G.  Wilson  to  fill 
Myers  place.  Reelected  are:  R.  G.  Pol- 
lock, president;  J.  H.  Leslie,  secretary; 
J.  R.  Foster,  business  manager;  L.  B. 
Pantages,  treasurer,  and  G.  E.  Thrift,  re- 
corder. 

Ted  Joy  jr.  and  R.  Holm  have  gone 
over  to  Nanaimo  to  occupy  the  booth  in 
the  Strand  which  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mel  Gow  . . . J.  S.  Fairley  went 
to  the  hospital  last  week  where  he  is  to 
undergo  an  operation. 

E.  Woolley,  W.  D.  Geer,  and  Melvin 
McLeod  have  gone  over  to  Victoria  to  take 
over  the  projection  booth  of  the  York  un- 
der manager  L.  A.  Allen  ...  Ted  Dewees, 
projectionist  of  the  Civic,  Nelson,  B.  C., 
is  in  Vancouver  on  a short  vacation. 

S.  C.  Poster  has  gone  to  the  Capitol 
booth  in  Penticton,  B.  C.,  to  take  the 
place  of  Tom  Bailey  who  is  Toronto-bound 
and  will  probably  be  gone  for  a month  or 
two. 


Canadian  Volunteer  Reserve  and  husband 
of  Maureen  O’Sullivan  . . . Lieut.  Farrow, 
R.  C.  N.  V.  R.,  who  came  from  Holly- 
wood early  in  the  war,  has  received  a com- 
mission as  comptroller  of  naval  informa- 
tion at  the  navy  department.  Owing  to 
recent  criticism  in  the  House  of  Commons 
in  connection  with  this  appointment,  he 
is  now  training  to  be  a sea-going  officer. 

Frank  Soltice,  UA  representative  in 
Vancouver,  is  in  town  with  ‘“The  Great 
Dictator,”  which  is  making  its  premiere 
showing  here  at  the  newly  opened  York. 
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Selling  SQat6 


Contests  for  "NWMP"  Net^ 
Considerable  Free  Space 


Fostoria,  Ohio — An  abundance  of  free 
newspaper  space  was  obtained  by  Mana- 
ger Bill  Burke  of  the  State  Theatre  for 
his  recent  run  of  “North  West  Mounted 
Police.” 

To  begin  with,  the  local  daily  ran  a 
five-column  story  with  art,  on  a phase 
of  the  filming  of  the  picture. 

A coloring  contest,  a puzzle  contest, 
an  identification  contest  on  roles  played 
by  Gary  Cooper,  and  a three-day  star 
guessing  contest,  in  which  photos  of  the 
star  in  the  current  film,  and  a picture 
of  the  same  star  in  a previous  film,  were 
presented  for  identification,  each  on  sub- 
sequent days,  and  at  the  cost  of  but  a 
few  passes  for  prizes. 


From  Home  Town 

Pine  Ridge,  Ark. — Hugh  Martin,  ex- 
ploitation manager  for  the  Martin  circuit 
in  the  Atlanta  and  New  Orleans  territory, 
used  this  home  town  of  Lum  and  Abner, 
as  a springboard  for  a big  mailing  cam- 
paign on  “Dreaming  Out  Loud.”  Some 
20,000  postcards  bearing  a message  from 
Lum  and  Abner  were  mailed  from  Pine 
Ridge  to  the  lists  of  a large  number  of 
the  Martin  circuit  theatres. 


"I  Love  You  Again" 
Campaign  Is  Wide 


Oakmont,  Pa. — Getting  behind  an  am- 
bitious campaign  for  “I  Love  You  Again” 
brought  great  results  to  the  Oaks  Thea- 
tre, reports  Steve  Rodnok  jr.,  manager. 

The  comprehensive  campaign  included  a 
newspaper  limerick  contest,  radio  an- 
nouncements, bill  posting,  bannered  mar- 
quee, trailers,  heralds,  several  window  dis- 
plays, lobby  display,  extensive  street  ex- 
ploitation and  letters  to  organizations. 

For  his  newspaper  campaign  Rodnok 
placed  a large  ad  with  a scene  mat  in  the 
local  paper.  The  limerick  contest,  too 
carrying  a scene  mat,  ran  in  a weekly  and 
invited  readers  to  fill  in  a last  line — the 
10  best  receiving  pairs  of  guest  tickets. 
This  was  planted  a week  before  playdate, 
and  the  weekly  cooperated  with  a front 
page  story  calling  attention  to  the  con- 
test. 

Mention  in  an  About  Town  column  and 
in  the  theatre  column  was  part  of  the 
newspaper’s  cooperation. 

On  the  radio  three  spot  announcements 
were  made  opening  day  and  the  bill  post- 
ing included  100  window  cards,  five  three- 
sheets,  10  one-sheets,  two  six-sheets,  two 


Passes  for  Newcomers 
Paid  for  by  Merchants 

Lorain,  Ohio — A means  of  building  good- 
will with  the  expense  thereof  defrayed  by 
merchants  has  been  developed  by  Louis 
Lamm,  manager  of  the  Warner  Palace. 

Lamm  ties  in  with  the  Welcome  Wagon 
Service  Company  and  sends  courtesy 
passes  to  the  newcomers  to  the  city,  as 
reported  by  the  organization.  The  mer- 
chants who  are  affiliated  with  the  Wel- 
come Wagon  pay  for  the  passes. 

(Welcome  Wagon  is  an  organization 
operating  in  some  600  smaller  cities 
and  maintaining  hostesses  whose  du- 
ties are  to  call  on  newcomers  to  the 
city  and  help  them  orient  themselves. 
The  organization  recommends  the 
shops  and  services  of  its  member  mer- 
chants. It  limits  this  membership  to 
one  in  each  field  of  the  commodity  of- 
fered.) 

Lamm,  in  his  letter  to  the  newcomers, 
welcomes  them  to  the  town  and  the  thea- 
tre and  encloses  a pair  of  passes. 


14x36s  in  stores,  three-sheet  cutouts  and 
lobby  cards. 

Three  weeks  before  playdate  a trailer- 
ette  was  used;  another  one  two  weeks  be- 
fore playdate,  and  the  regular  Metro  trailer 
a week  in  advance.  Newsboys  distributed 
3,000  specially  printed  heralds. 

Many  Window  Tieups 

Rodnok  obtained  window  displays,  using 
appropriate  displays  in  a dry  goods  store, 
a market,  a flower  shop  and  a candy  shop. 

On  a Boy  Scouts  bulletin  board  was 
placed  a sign:  “Attention  Scouts!  Imagine 
William  Powell  as  your  troop  leader.  He’s 
a riot.  See  him  in  T Love  You  Again’ 
(playdate) .” 

Car  bumper  strips,  imprinted  restaurant 
menus,  display  cards  on  busses  and  ban- 
nerettes on  ushers  extended  publicity  on 
the  feature  as  far  as  possible. 

A wealth  of  special  stunts  emphasized 
the  humor  and  entertainment  in  the  film. 
Some  of  these  exploitation  bits: 

1.  A nurse  in  uniform  passed  out  cap- 
sules containing  a note — “Laugh  tonic — see 
T Love  You  Again’.” 

In  the  lobby  was  placed  a so-called 
Curiosity  Box.  This  contained  stills  of 
fun  scenes  from  the  picture  and  was 
labeled:  “Are  you  looking  for  1,002  laughs? 
Look  in  slot.”  The  interior  of  the  box 
was  lighted.  Also  in  the  lobby  was  a gas 
tank  labeled  “Laughing  gas — you  won’t 
need  gas  if  you  see  etc.,  etc.” 

In  the  letters  to  organization  heads  these 
officials  were  requested  to  locate  their 
club  member  who  belonged  to  the  greatest 
number  of  clubs — that  individual  invited 
to  be  honor  guest  at  the  showing  of  the 
picture. 

Completing  the  campaign,  Rodnok  dis- 
tributed fan  photos  of  William  Powell  and 
Myrna  Loy  in  the  theatre  the  weekend 
preceding  the  run;  had  an  attractive  girl 
in  uniform  distribute  imprinted  candy 
hearts  on  the  main  street  comer  opening 
day,  and  at  a local  football  game  released 
a large  heart  cutout,  fastened  to  several 
balloons,  and  appropriately  imprinted. 


Lobby  Becomes  Ordnance  Room — 


An  exhibit  of  rifles,  binoculars  and  steel  helmets,  collected  by  the  American 
Committee  for  Defense  of  British  Homes,  is  now  on  display  in  the  lobby  of 
the  Globe  Theatre  in  Hew  York  City,  in  conjunction  with  the  premiere  of 
UA’s  "Blackout.” 

Patrons  are  requested  to  donate  similar  items  for  distribution  to  British 
civilians.  The  exhibit  will  remain  at  the  Globe  for  the  duration  of  the 
"Blackout”  engagement,  after  which  they  will  be  sent  abroad  for  dis- 
tribution by  the  Civilian  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Homes,  Castle 
Bromwich,  Birmingham. 

Similar  tieups  will  be  made  throughout  the  country  with  representatives 
of  the  American  Committee  for  the  Defense  of  British  Homes. 
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A Long-Range  Press 
Bally  for  "Rockne" 


Dubuque,  Ia. — A campaign  that  started 
in  the  newspapers  six  weeks  before  play- 
date  made  the  run  of  “Knute  Rockne — 
All  American”  immensely  successful  for 
the  Grand,  a unit  of  Associated  Theatres 
here. 

The  campaign  was  in  the  hands  of  M.  J. 
Dew-Brittain,  advertising  manager  for 
Associated. 

The  newspaper  campaign  was  concen- 
trated in  a daily  that  reaches  most  of  the 
Catholic  families  in  Dubuque,  and  much  of 
the  material  the  daily  printed  also  went 
into  a national  edition  issued  by  it. 

The  press  publicity  started  with  a news 
story  of  two  former  Dubuque  residents  who 
had  parts  in  the  film.  Various  feature 
stories  dealing  with  the  picture  followed, 
and  two  weeks  before  playdate  the  seriali- 
zation of  “Knute  Rockne — All  American,” 
started.  Scene  cuts  and  items  on  the  sport 
page  were  spotted  in  the  paper. 

Not  resting  on  his  achievement  with  the 


daily,  Dew-Brittain  insured  the  success  of 
the  run  with  special  broadcasts,  invitations 
to  the  Notre  Dame  Club,  to  coaches  and 
with  ample  street  advertising. 

Coaches  of  two  schools  were  invited  to 
the  first  showing  and  a story  secured  from 
them  for  the  papers.  A special  screening 
was  held  for  the  local  nuns  and  Catholic 
clergy,  and  it  was  arranged  with  several 
parochial  schools  to  send  their  students  in 
a body  to  different  matinees. 

On  opening  day  the  special  Rockne  15- 
minute  transcription  was  broadcast  over 
the  local  station. 

Four  weeks  in  advance  of  showing  a 
large  silk  bannej^  was  hung  in  the  lobby. 
Two  weeks  before  the  run,  a string  of 
Notre  Dame  pennants  also  were  hung  in 
the  lobby  and  at  the  same  time  two  40x60s 
displays  were  spotted,  featuring  stills  and 
jumbo  telegrams. 

Jumbo  telegrams  made  up  a window  dis- 
play in  the  Western  Union  office,  and  six- 
sheets  in  several  empty  store  windows.  One 
week  before  opening,  four  24-sheets,  six 
three-sheets  and  four  six-sheets  were  put 
up. 

Silk  valances  on  the  marquee  marked 
opening  day  and  welcomed  the  big  crowds 
that  turned  out. 


Old  Time  Show  Revives 
Atmosphere  as  Well 

Philadelphia — An  old  time  “movie  show” 
consisting  of  old  time  shorts,  a Charlie 
Chaplin  film  and  “The  Great  Train  Rob- 
bery,” was  kept  in  character  both  inside 
and  outside  by  I.  Wiernik,  manager  of  the 
Strand  Theatre. 

During  the  nmning  of  the  show,  between 
shorts,  illustrated  slides  asked  the  ladies  to 
remove  their  hats;  cautioned  the  men 
against  spitting  on  the  floor,  and  asked  the 
audience  for  a minute’s  indulgence  while 
the  operators  changed  reels.  Two  boys  in 
wliite  coats  paced  the  aisles  selling  pop 
corn,  peanuts  and  candy. 

Wiernik  started  advertising  the  old  time 
show  two  weeks  in  advance  with  teaser 
cards  in  the  lobby  and  a teaser  trailer  on 
the  screen.  One  week  in  advance,  two 
boys,  dressed  in  the  today-ludicrous  style 
of  the  ’90s,  rode  a tandem  bicycle  through 
downtown  streets,  distributing  heralds  at 
busy  intersections. 

Extra  lines  in  the  newspapers,  a reader 
in  a neighborhood  paper,  and  a boxed-in 
front,  using  old  time  litho  paper  and  stills 
augmented  the  campaign.  Current  with 
the  showing  a buzzer  was  installed  in  the 
boxoffice  to  attract  passersby. 


Identiiication  Contest 
To  Sell  "Tom  Brown" 

Philadelphia — A lobby  display  made  up 
of  enlarged  photos  of  two  private  schools’ 
graduating  classes  of  years  ago,  and  an 
identification  contest  in  a local  paper, 
sold  “Tom  Brown’s  School  Days”  for  Wil- 
liam Yurasko,  manager  of  the  Sedgwick. 

In  the  identification  contest,  a week  in 
advance,  the  newspaper  ran  two  pictures 
of  the  Class  of  1910  and  of  1911  and  in- 
vited its  readers  to  name  the  graduates, 
a correct  list  submitted  to  the  editor 
resulting  in  guest  tickets. 

Other  exploitation  included  assembly 
announcements  at  four  schools;  all  school 
libraries  donated  a copy  of  “Tom  Brown’s 
Schooldays,”  and  cards  distributed  in  the 
schools. 

fi  ■■■  ■ 

A Sweet  Bit  of 
Advertising 

Devil's  Lake,  N.  D. — Honeyed  words 
accompanied  Art  Ableson's  report  on 
what  he  did  in  selling  "Bitter  Sweet" 
for  his  Lake  Theatre.  The  h.  w.'s  were 
"Sweets  to  the  sweet,  and  that's  really 
what  BOXOFFICE  is." 

The  stunt  was  a postcard-size  card 
carrying  a cut  on  the  film  and  theatre 
playdate  copy.  At  the  top  of  the  card 
was  fastened  a wrapped  piece  of  Her- 
shey's  Bitter-Sweet  candy.  Two  crossed 
strips  of  transparent  tape  held  the 
chocolate  tab  in  place.  Copy  above  and 
below  the  candy  read:  "Two  swell  treats 
for  lovers  of  sweet  things.  And  for 
lovers  of  good  entertainment,  the  king 
and  queen  of  song."  Then  cut  and  play- 
date followed. 

■ ^ 

Bitter  Sweet  chocolate  tabs  are  avail- 
able at  special  rates  from  the  Wilbur- 
Suchard  Company  at  Lititz,  Pa.,  and  the 
Hershey  Co.,  at  Hershey,  Pa. 


Glendale,  Calif. — Recommended  unreservedly  by  Ed  Harris,  manager 
of  Fox  West  Coast’s  Glendale  Theatre  here,  to  exhibitors  seeking  a busi- 
ness builder  is  the  “Battle  of  the  Bands”  exploitation  contest  which  he 
created  for  his  house  and  which  has  been  running  continuously  since  Sep- 
tember to  excellent  results. 

Harris  asserts  the  stunt,  staged  Thursdays,  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  has 
increased  his  revenue  on  those  days  by  an  average  of  30  per  cent. 

Short  subjects — largely  those  made  by  Paramount  and  Warner — are 
booked,  two  at  a time,  into  the  house.  At  the  theatre  and  through  news- 
paper advertisements  audiences  are  invited  to  “vote  for  their  favorite  band” 
each  week.  These  ads  also  announce  the  winner  of  the  previous  week’s 
battle  and  carry  a coupon  with  a space  for  the  patron’s  vote,  to  be  dropped 
in  the  ballot-box  in  the  Glendale  Theatre  lobby. 

Harris  also  capitalized  on  high  school  and  college  “jitterbug”  interest 
by  addressing  letters  to  each  school  head,  enclosing  a clipping  carrying  a 
complete  announcement  of  the  “Battle  of  the  Bands”  contest  and  seeking 
school  cooperation  to  the  extent  of  announcing  the  date  on  the  school 
bulletin  boards.  A special  advance  and  presentation  trailer  is  also  screened. 

As  an  adjunct  to  the  contest,  Harris  recently  held  a contest  on  the 
stage  to  pick  the  two  best  amateur  bands  in  Glendale  and  presented  them 
in  a special  midnight  show. 

Contest  is  scheduled  to  wind  up  New  Year’s  Eve,  when  an  hour-long 
show  presenting  the  winner  of  each  week’s  contest  will  be  screened. 

A showmanly  foyer  is  essential  to  the  success  of  the  contest.  Con- 
siderable of  a build-up  is  afforded  by  the  two  big  lobby  boards  which 
flank  the  center  display,  a writing  stand  and  ballot  box,  in  which  patrons 
cast  their  votes. 
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Christmas  Display  Greets 
Renaker's  Customers 

Mt.  Sterling,  III. — An  inexpensive  and 
beautiful  lobby  display  made  by  Homer 
L.  Renaker,  operator  of  the  Brown  Thea- 
tre, welcomes  patrons,  with  a holiday  greet- 
ing. 

The  display  consists  of  a blue  backboard 
across  which  the  words  “Merry  Christmas’’ 
are  spelled  script-fashion  in  silver  garland. 
Several  silver  stars  bedeck  the  backboard. 

Directly  in  front  of  the  blue  board,  and 
attached  to  it,  is  a ledge  or  shelf,  cov- 
ered with  white  cotton  batting  that 
reaches  voluminously  to  the  floor.  This 
cotton  is  sprinkled  with  silver  tinsel.  On 
each  corner  of  this  shelf  stand  two  white 
columns,  in  imitation  of  huge  candles,  and 
topped  by  miniature  Christmas  trees,  made 
up  of  several  paper  discs  whose  circum- 
ference gradually  diminishes  as  they 
range  from  bottom  to  top. 

A Santa  Claus,  cut  from  beaver  board 
and  painted,  stands  in  front  of  the  dis- 
play. 

(i  - 

: A Real  Party  : 

vs  - V 

Staten  Island,  N.  Y. — For  the  Fabian 
Paramount’s  recent  tenth  anniversary. 
Manager  Elihu  Glass  worked  out  a full 
week’s  program  of  special  events  that  in 
practically  every  instance  were  obtained 
at  no  cost  to  the  theatre  and  added  a 
powerful  element  of  novelty  and  variety 
to  the  programs,  reports  Edgar  Goth  of 
the  circuit. 

The  events,  as  well  as  the  anniversary, 
were  announced  on  a specially  designed 
herald,  17  inches  long  and  6y2  inches 
wide.  The  top  of  the  herald  carried  a 
cut  of  a birthday  cake  with  10  candles 
and  announcement  of  the  “gala  week  of 
fun  at  the  Paramount.”  Then  followed 
seven  boxed-off  squares,  each  identified 
by  a date,  and  each  listing  the  special 
program  for  that  day,  as  follows: 

Monday — Song  composers  contest.  Orig- 
inal songs  written  by  Staten  Islanders 
and  judged  by  the  audience.  Singing 
participation. 

Tuesday — Most  beautiful  legs  contest. 
Who  has  Staten  Island’s  most  perfect 
limbs?  Big  prizes  to  winners. 

Wednesday — Cavalcade  of  the  dance. 
Virginia  Reel,  Square  Dance,  Paul  Jones, 
Waltz,  Pox  Trot,  La  Conga,  Jitterbug  and 
others.  (This  was  under  the  direction  of 
a local  dancing  instructor). 

Thursday — Free  $300  cash  gift  certifi- 
cates. Courtesy  Business  Men’s  Ass’n. 
Coupons  obtainable  at  participating  stores 
with  streamers  in  windows. 

Friday — Jumpin’  jive,  rhythm-packed 
stage  show  featuring  10  sepia  stars,  direct 
from  Club  Alabama.  (A  line  of  credit 
was  accorded  the  cooperating  night  club.) 

Saturday — Special  children’s  anniver- 
sary show  starting  at  noon.  Ten  car- 
toons plug  regular  double  bill. 


Caricatures  for  “Hit  Parade" 

Albany,  N.  Y. — The  Grand  Theatre  took 
to  caricature  display  ads  in  advertising 
“Hit  Parade  of  1941.” 


"""  ==^ 

Always  Room  for 
One  More 

Greeley,  Colo. — Declaring  a student 
couldn't  have  "Too  Many  Girls."  Manager 
Ed  Vaughn  of  the  Chief  Theatre,  offered 
the  students  in  this  college  town  a cash 
prize  to  prove  it. 

Each  male  student  competing  had  to 
show  up  at  the  theatre  accompanied  by 
his  bevy  of  co-eds  and  the  boy  bringing 
the  greatest  number  would  be  awarded 
the  cash.  Increased  newspaper  ads, 
radio  plugs  and  special  circulars  spread 
the  word. 

J 

Contest  for  "Howards" 

Detroit — David  M.  Idzal,  manager  of 
the  Pox,  picked  four  scenes  out  of  “The 
Howards  of  Virginia”  and  used  stills  of 
them  in  a tieup  contest  with  the  Detroit 
Times.  Each  represented  an  utterance 
famous  in  American  folklore,  and  con- 
testants were  asked  to  identify  who  said 
it.  Six  prizes  totaling  $100,  plus  five  books 
for  runners-up,  were  the  awards. 


Layouts  on  “Escape”  that  have  been 
appearing  in  New  York  papers  are  being 
made  available  by  M-G-M  for  out-of- 
town  publicity. 


"Christmas  in  July" 

Sold  as  a Sleeper 

Chicago — Copy  that  played  up  the  idea 
that  in  “Christmas  in  July”  the  public 
had  a sleeper,  holding  great  promise  of 
fim,  was  used  by  Manager  R.  T.  Barry  of 
the  Capitol  in  trailers  and  in  a story  in 
the  neighborhood  newspaper. 

A catchline:  “Do  you  know  there  are 
only  10  days  until  ‘Christmas  in  July’  ” 
appeared  in  the  ads  and  trailers.  In  the 
latter  case  the  time  read  “two  weeks” 
instead  of  10  days. 

For  a tieup  with  a neighborhood  bank, 
Barry  had  a sign  shop  make  up  a card 
for  their  window  with  pictures  of  the  stars 
and  copy  as  follows: 

‘"rhink  about  Christmas  in  July — think 
about  Christmas  in  January,  February  or 
right  now.  Today’s  the  day  to  open  a 
Christmas  account  that  will  assure  you 
real  Yuletide  happiness  in  1941.  A visit 
to  the  Capitol  Theatre  now  will  assure 
you  of  real  enjoyment  when  you  see  (star 
and  playdate  copy) .” 


Tunes  From  “Bitter  Sweet" 
Lawton,  Okla. — Max  Brock  of  the  Law- 
ton  Theatre  used  a P.  A.  system  from  the 
boxoffice  to  amplify  five  of  the  tunes  from 
“Bitter  Sweet.”  Exploiteer  J.  C.  Burge  as- 
sisted. 


SELL  SEATS  WITH  FAVORS 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

ASSORTMENT  NO.  B.O.  101 


100 

Paper  Hats 

100 

Horns 

100 

Pkgs.  Serpentine 

ALL 

FOR 


$3« 


Last  Year  Theatres  from  Coast  to  Coast  Sold  Standing  Room  as  well  as  Seats  Through  use  of  Favors. 

YOU  CAN  DO  THE  SAME.  Prices  Were  Never  So  Low! 

Paper  Hats — Assorted $1.00  per  100 

Horns  $1.00  per  100 

Balloons  $1.00  per  100 

Squawker  Balloons $1.50  per  100 

Fancy  Paper  Hats — Asstd.  $2.00  per  100 

Miniature  Metallic  Hats $2.90  per  100 

Noisemakers — Assorted  $2.00  per  100 

Serpentine  $2.10  per  100  pkgs.  ORDER  TODAY-Satisfactioii  Guaranteed 

n « VI  FOR  YOUR  ORCHESTRA  or  USHERS  — 12  Unusually  Brilliant, 
Elaborate,  Fancy  Paper  Hats — with  Every  Order  of  $10  or  more 

NET.  F.  O.  B.  KANSAS  CITY  CATALOG  ON  BEQUEST 

OPTIC  AN  BROTHERS 

301  W.  NINTH  ST.  IMPORTERS  KANSAS  CITY.  MO. 
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Preceding  his  run  of  “I  Love  You  Again” 
Steve  Rodnenok  jr.,  manager  of  the  Oaks 
in  Oakmont,  Pa.,  had  an  usher  at  the 
door  hand  out  buttons  to  incoming  pat- 
rons. A trailer  later  read:  “Attention! 
As  you  entered  the  theatre  you  were  given 
a button.  Remember  to  bring  it  with  you 
on  (playdate)  to  replace  the  button  you’re 
going  to  bust  laughing  at  (title).” 

• 

On  opening  day.  Manager  George  W. 
Coleman  o/  the  Arcade  at  Springfield, 
Mass.,  hired  a youngster  to  sit  in  front 
of  the  theatre,  dressed  as  a soldier,  peel- 
ing potatoes  into  a tub.  Beside  the  fel- 
low was  a sign  which  read:  “I  am  doing 
K.  P.  duty  and  can’t  get  in  to  see  ‘The 
Ramparts  We  Watch’  until  I finish.  But 
YOU  can  by  fust  stepping  up  to  the  box- 
office  right  away!”  A lobby  display  fea- 
tured five  blown-up  pages  from  Life  on 
the  picture. 

• 

A large  case  of  live  pigeons  made  up 
a lobby  display  for  Norman  Sprowl,  man- 
ager of  the  Paramount  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
preceding  and  during  the  run  of  “A  Dis- 
patch From  Reuter’s.” 

• 

Postcard  size  cards,  carrying  portions  of 
the  lyrics  from  four  songs  in  ‘‘Hit  Parade 
of  1941”  on  one  side,  and  a cut  and  play- 
date  copy  for  the  feature  on  the  other, 
were  distributed  by  the  Warner  Hollywood 
and  Downtown  theatres  in  Los  Angeles. 

• 

As  a plug  for  “Tin  Pan  Alley,”  at  Fox 
West  Coast’s  Chinese  Theatre  in  Holly- 
wood, George  Watters,  circuit  exploiteer, 
arranged  to  have  Vine  Street  between 
Hollywood  Blvd.  and  Selma  Ave.  official- 
ly proclaimed  “Tin  Pan  Alley”  by  Mayor 
Fletcher  Bowron  of  Los  Angeles.  Piano 
players,  spotted  at  25-foot  mtervals  on 
both  sides  of  the  street,  ground  out  old 
and  new  songs  for  five  hours.  Kate  Smith 
participated  in  the  dedicatory  ceremonies. 

• 

Small  cards,  bearing  numbers,  were  is- 
sued to  boys  and  girls  in  Saginaw,  Mich., 
schools  as  part  of  Roy  Tillson’s  “Boom 
Town”  campaign  at  the  Temple.  Idea  was 
for  boy  to  find  girl  with  corresponding 
number,  the  youngsters  with  similar  cards 
being  admitted  free. 

(I  

Impressing  the 
Picture 

Arkadelphia,  Ark. — 'Tips/'  the  R&R 
house  organ  edited  by  Worth  Leuth- 
strom,  reports  a method  that  Mr.  Cupp 
of  Arkadelphia  has  devised  to  insure 
his  theatre  programs  being  kept.  Cupp 
distributes  programs  with  a space  at  the 
bottom  for  the  name  and  telephone  num- 
ber of  the  recipient.  The  patrons  are 
invited  to  fill  in  the  information  and  drop 
the  stub  into  a box  in  the  lobby.  Each 
day,  between  12  and  12:15  p.  m.,  sev- 
eral of  these  numbers  are  called.  If  the 
person  answering  can  give  the  title  of 
the  picture  showing  that  day,  he  receives 
two  passes  to  see  the  show. 


Under  a heading  “For  Sale”  in  the  classi- 
fied section  of  the  local  daily,  J.  P.  Adler 
of  the  New  Adler  in  Marshfield,  Wis.,  ran 
the  following;  “Sporty,  convertible,  eight- 
reindeer,  sky-riding  sleigh,  complete  with 
lap  robes.  Also  eight  puzzled  reindeer, 
well-traveled,  capable  of  cloud-hopping. 
Anwer  to  names  of  Dasher,  Dancer,  Pran- 
cer.  Vixen,  Comet,  Cupid,  Dunder  and 
Biitzen.  Also  one  red  flannel,  double- 
breasted  suit,  trimmed  with  white  fur. 
Sacrifice.  Owner  no  longer  needs  whole 
kit  and  kaboodle  since  it’s  ‘Christmas  in 
July.’  Apply  on  Sunday,  November  17, 
to  S.  Claus,  New  Adler  Theatre.” 

• 

Taking  pictures  of  persons  on  the  street, 
then  mounting  these  pictures  in  the  lobby 
and  circling  several  faces,  with  payoff  be- 
ing passes  to  those  identifying  themselves 
as  circled,  was  used  by  the  Loew-Poli  in 
Hartford  for  “Great  Dictator.”  Assistant 
Russell  Grant,  who  hobbies  in  photogra- 
phy, did  the  picture  taking  for  Manager 
Jack  A.  Simons. 

A three-piece  band  on  a decorated  truck 
ballyhooed  “Hullabaloo”  for  the  De  Anza 
Theatre  at  Riverside,  Calif.  E.  A.  Lake 
was  exploiteer  on  the  job. 

By  cutting  out  the  hand  on  the  2i-sheet, 
mounting  it  and  hanging  it  on  the  foyer 
wall,  H.  H.  Maloney,  Loew’s  Poli,  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  worked  out  an  effective  dis- 
play for  “Third  Finger,  Left  Hand.” 


A gilt  wedding  ring,  stapled  to  a 4x61/2- 
inch  card,  made  a novel  herald  on  “Third 
Finger,  Left  Hand”  for  J.  H.  Rupp,  pub- 
licist for  the  Orpheum  Theatre  at  Madi- 
son, Wis.  One  side  of  the  card  carried 
copy  on  the  feature  and  the  other  side 
carried  advertising  copy  of  the  jeweler 
who  cooperated  by  furnishing  the  cards 
and  rings.  The  jeweler  further  announced 
on  the  card  that  diamond  rings  would  be 
cleaned  free  if  brought  in  with  the  card 
throwaway.  Catchiine  for  the  jeweler  was: 
“When  you  are  ready  to  buy  that  solid 
gold  wedding  ring  for  the  ‘Third  Finger, 
Left  Hand,’  come  to  (sig  cut).”  A picture 
mat  dressed  up  the  theatre’s  side  of  the 
card. 

• 

Surplus  copies  of  a local  daily  were 
over-printed  in  red  ink,  “See  ‘Escape’  at 
the  Paramount”  and  distributed  to  people 
on  the  streets  of  Glen  Falls,  N.  Y.  Names 
of  stars,  too,  were  red  inked. 


A door  in  the  lobby,  with  a sign  there- 
on reading  “Doctor  is  out,  will  be  in  Sun- 
day, Monday,  Tuesday,  when  ‘Dr.  Kildare 
Comes  Home’  ” was  a stunt  of  Manager 
Raymond  J.  Kenney’s  at  the  Cosmo  in 
Chicago. 

• 

The  State  Theatre  at  Kingsport,  Tenn., 
sold  “Return  of  Frank  James”  with  a can- 
did camera  contest.  For  a week  in  ad- 
vance, several  hours  each  day  an  imper- 
sonator of  Frank  James  roamed  the  streets 
and  prizes  were  offered  for  the  best  can- 
did-camera shots  of  him. 

Winnipeg  newspaper  readers  were 
amazed  to  see  the  well-known  features  of 


Adolf  Hitler  scrowling  at  them  from  the 
amusement  page.  In  German,  were  the 
words,  Ich  Verbiete  (I  forbid) . Reading  on, 
they  found;  “I  forbid  any  citizen  of  Win- 
nipeg to  see  the  ‘Ramparts  We  Watch’  at 
the  Lyceum  Theatre  next  week.  This  pic- 
ture contains  scenes  from  my  picture  ‘The 
Baptism  of  Fire’  which  the  British  Navy 
stole  from  me  and  which  were  not  meant 
to  be  seen  by  Canadians.”  'The  stimt  was 
Manager  Eddie  Newman’s. 

• 

A three-column  wide,  12  inches  deep 
space  was  obtained  by  C.  C.  Deardourff , 
Metro  exploiteer,  for  “Wyoming”  in  the 
Cleveland  News,  by  a tieup  with  a used-car 
agency.  The  tieup  showed  a still  of  Wal- 
lace Beery  on  a horse  with  the  copy,  “Wal- 
lace Beery  wouldn’t  ride  a horse  if  he 
knew  about  those  low  prices  at  . . .” 

• 

A large  rock  was  painted  a gold  color 
and  placed  in  the  foyer,  with  a sign  read- 
ing: “Are  you  lucky?  Guess  the  weight 
of  ‘Gold  Rush  Maisie’s’  gold  nugget.  Ten 
free  passes  to  the  persons  guessing  nearest 
the  correct  weight.  Leave  entry  at  box- 
office.”  J.  Mark  Cadle,  manager  of  the 
Peoples  Theatre  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  used 
the  stvmt  two  days  before  the  run. 

• 

A new  twist  to  the  “hot”  idea  was  given 
the  promotion  of  “Down  Argentine  Way” 
by  Barnes  Perdue  of  the  Ritz  and  Grand 
in  Chillieothe,  Mo.,  when  he  pasted  a piece 
of  chili  pepper  on  small  throwaways. 


For  “Li’l  Abner,”  Perdue  set  up  a barrel 
of  corn  in  the  lobby  with  the  message, 
“the  corniest  and  funniest  picture  you  will 
see  this  year.”  He  decorated  the  front 
with  cornstalks,  trees,  pitchforks  and 
sketches  of  the  cartoon  characters,  and  ar- 
ranged a window  with  a bushel  basket  of 
turnips,  offering  prizes  for  the  closest 
guess  as  to  the  number.  His  staff  was  put 
in  Li’l  Abner  costumes. 

• 

The  drum  majorettes  of  the  high  school 
band  that  paraded  for  John  McLeod’s 
showing  of  “Strike  Up  the  Band”  at  the 
Malco,  in  McGehee,  Ark.,  also  distributed 
heralds  to  the  street  crowds. 

(t  0 

Theatre  Tickets  as 
Birthday  Gilts 

Philadelphia — A complete  children's 
birthday  luncheon  and  motion  picture 
party — for  50  cents — is  the  stunt  worked 
up  by  Joe  Nevison,  manager  of  the 
Bromley,  by  a tieup  with  a nearby  res- 
taurant. 

The  fond  parents  merely  pay  the  res- 
taurant half  a dollar,  and  the  chef  serves 
the  child  a luncheon,  including  a birthday 
cake,  and  gives  him  a Stanley-Wamer 
“kiddie  check"  which  admits  him  to  the 
show. 

The  cooperating  restaurant  has  placed 
4V2x6V2-mch  tent  cards  on  all  its  tables 
announcing  the  birthday  party  service 
and  the  theatre  ticket  gift. 
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^kott  Sulfieci  /<ei^iewi. 


Snow  Fun 

RKO  (Sportscope)  9 Mins. 

At  Lake  Placid,  when  snow  comes,  peo- 
ple go  skiing,  ice  skating,  tobogganing, 
bobsledding  and  various  other  rides.  All 
these  activities  are  excitingly  caught  by 
the  camera.  Bests  shots  show  youngsters 
taking  a fairly  high  ski  jump.  Timely  and 
worthwhile. 


Picture  People  No.  4 

RKO  10  Mins. 

Best  part  of  this  single  reeler  shows 
Carole  Lombard  directing  Alfred  Hitch- 
cock and  Robert  Montgomery  in  a bit  of 
silly  business.  Charlie  McCarthy  is  ex- 
amined by  an  army  doctor.  Gene  Autry 
and  his  horse  occupy  a bit  of  footage. 
Richard  Arlen  operates  an  airport,  train- 
ing student  flyers.  Lola  Lane  goes  in  for 
farming.  Generally  interesting. 


Rodeo  Dough 

M-G-M  (Miniature)  10  Mins. 

A couple  of  cuties  get  themselves  in- 
volved with  (1)  Johnny  Weissmuller.  (2) 
a hard-to-ride  Brahma  steer  that  is  head- 
ing for  a rodeo.  (3)  a lot  of  picture  people 
at  Palm  Springs.  Eventually  they  win  $500. 
As  comedy,  it’s  pretty  tame. 


Wacky  WildlHe 

Vitaphone  (Merrie  Melody)  7 Mins. 

Schlesinger’s  contributions  to  natural 
history,  in  part,  shows  a bobcat  and  a 


tomcat  saying  to  each  other,  “Hello,  Bob.” 
“Hello,  Tom.”  A wild  dog  gets  wilder 
when  he  sees  the  last  tree  in  a forest  be- 
ing chopped  down.  A coyote  calls  his  mate, 
“Hey,  Mabei.”  Such  is  the  stuff  that  car- 
toons are  made  of,  in  Technicolor.  Good 
for  a half  dozen  laughs. 


Dreams 

M-G-M  (Passing  Parade)  10  Mins. 

This  John  Nesbitt  reel  should  get  favor- 
able reaction  from  adult  audiences.  Al- 
though Nesbitt  contradicts  himself  he, 
nevertheless,  has  cooked  up  a novel  idea 
and  presented  it  with  taste. 


Beautiful  Bali 

M-G-M  (PitzPatrick  Traveltalk)  9 Mins. 

The  over-exploited  East  Indian  isle  is 
dutifully  and  familiarly  covered  in  the 
usual  style.  Natives  dance,  show  betel- 
nut  stained  mouths,  catch  fish,  carry  pots 
on  their  heads.  Tourists  go  in  swimming. 
Minor  PitzPatrick. 


Fire  Chief 

(Donald  Duck-Technicolor) 

RKO  8 Mins. 

Amid  comically  misdirected  intent  and 
adventure  Donald  Duck  and  his  nephews 
set  out  for  a fire,  discover  their  firehouse 
burning  and  by  dint  of  overzealous  pur- 
pose reduce  everything  to  charred  cinders, 
including  Donald’s  fire  hat.  A “must” 
everywhere. 


0 ■ 


FOREIGN  REVIEWS 


vs  - - - 

The  Kiss  of  Fire 

Hakim  Bros.  (SR)  A 84  Mins. 

Not  in  recent  years  has  anything  so 
funny  or  bawdy  reached  these  shores  in 
the  line  of  Prench  imports.  Although 
there  are  obvious  traces  of  censorial  scis- 
soring, the  film  has  many  racy  moments 
and  more  than  enough  carefree  abandon. 
Another  treatment  of  the  triangle  theme, 
it  details  the  complications  caused  by  an 
unscrupulous  hoyden  in  the  lives  of  two 
well-meaning  men.  She  disrupts  the  ro- 
mance of  a cafe  singer  and  runs  off 
with  him  on  his  wedding  day.  Tiring  of 
him  after  a torrid  spell  she  starts  to 
take  up  with  every  flirt  she  casts  eye 
upon.  In  time  the  other  man,  a church 
organist,  finds  them  and  settles  her  hash. 
It’s  frankly  told,  smartly  performed  Gallic 
spice. 

Viviane  Romance,  Michel  Simon,  Dalio, 
Tino  Rossi,  Mireille  Balin. 


The  Great  Beginning 

Artkino  (SR)  A 95  Mins. 

Pirst  Russian  film  to  play  here  in  about 
a year,  “The  Great  Beginning”  is  a fine 
blend  of  art  and  propaganda  definitely 
suitable  to  the  internationally-minded 
audience  and  to  those  who  will  respond  to 
the  appearance  of  Joseph  Stalin  at  the 


—JJ 

end.  There  are  many  moments,  dramat- 
ically, that  will  find  response  in  the  risi- 
bilities of  sympathetic  spectators.  The- 
matically, the  story  deals  with  the  rise  of 
a peasant  woman  from  field  hand  to 
member  of  the  Supreme  Soviet  on  the 
basis  of  her  character  and  devotion  to 
her  responsibilities  as  director  of  a col- 
lective farm  where  she  runs  into  difficul- 
ties that  range  from  putting  shirkers  to 
work  to  being  shot  by  an  enemy.  The 
script  is  clever,  blending  humor,  propa- 
ganda and  romance. 

Vera  Maretskaya,  V.  Vanin,  B.  Blinov, 
P.  Sorokin,  V.  Telegina,  N.  Nazarov. 


EVERY  TELEGRAM’S  A 
RUSH  TELEGRAM  AT 


Postal 

Telegraph 


Goofy's  Glider 

(Disney-Technicolor) 

RKO  8 Mins. 

Singing  and  not  to  be  discouraged,  the 
Goof  tries  everything  in  the  book  and 
more,  in  his  endeavor  to  “fly  like  the 
birds.”  A slingshot  fails.  Roller  skates 
likewise.  A bicycle  does  not  help.  Pinally 
he  fills  a cannon  with  high  explosive.  He 
is  next  shown  “flying  like  the  birds,”  up 
where  astronomers  delight,  “High,  High 
Up  in  the  Air.”  Pirst  rate,  as  usual. 


ta  cdL  PoUtil  Onte^ieit 


HOTEL 


LINCOLN 

44th  to  45th  Sts.  at  8th  Ave. 


OUR  CHOICEST  ROOMS 


1400  ROOMS  each  with 
Bath,  Servidor  and  Radio. 
Four  fine  restaurants  ac- 
claimed for  cuisine. 


MARIA  KRAMER 

PUCSIDCNT 

John  L.  Morgan 
Gen.  Mgr. 

HOTEL  EDISON 

SAME  OWNERSHIP 


IN  THE  CENTER  OF 
M I D-TOWN  NEW  YORK 
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MetTo-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Boom  Town 

An  excellent  picture  of  the  oil  refining 
industry.  The  big  four  name  cast  seemed 
to  help  the  midweek  boxoffice  also.  Your 
audience  will  enjoy  this  show,  so  take  ad- 
vantage of  its  possibilities.  Weather:  Fair 
and  cold.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,002.  Capacity: 
250. — Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  Walt,  New 
Haven,  Mo. 

Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home 

This  is  a little  better  than  the  last  two 
Kildare  picture,  in  my  estimation.  The 
audience  seemed  to  enjoy  same  very  much, 
and  attendance  was  above  midweek  aver- 
age. Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,002. 
Capacity,  250. — Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  Walt, 
New  Haven.  Mo. 


Paramount 

Queen  of  the  Mob 

Our  Bargain  Nite  fans  liked  this  one, 
even  if  it  has  been  told  before.  Just  an- 
other gangster  picture.  Wednesday. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  28-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  2,000.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — Prank  Medley,  Palace,  Mon- 
terey, Tenn. 


An  open  forum  tor  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Boxof- 
fice, 4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Republic 

Earl  of  Puddlestone 

A flop.  They  walked  out  in  droves.  Just 
below  the  average  programmer.  Harry 
Davenport  the  only  bright  spot.  Thurs., 
Pri.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  28-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  2,000.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — Frank  Medley,  Palace,  Mon- 
terey, Tenn. 

Girl  From  God's  Country 

A good  title  and  a good  show.  Pleased 
and  did  slightly  better  than  average  busi- 
ness. A Friday-Saturday  with  plenty  of 
action.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  26- 
10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,200. 
Capacity:  300. — Allan  Banks,  Vogue,  Rem- 
sen,  la. 

Village  Barn  Dance 

I played  this  on  Bargain  Nite  to  two  al- 
most capacity  crowds.  The  audience  really 
enjoyed  it.  It  has  plenty  of  music  and 
fun.  Saturday.  Weather:  Cold.  Admis- 


sion: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,002.  Capacity:  250. — Walter  J. 
Buchholtz,  Walt,  New  Haven,  Mo. 


20th  Century-Fox 

Brigham  Young — Frontiersman 

A truly  fine  motion  picture — in  fact,  it 
is  one  of  the  year’s  best  pictures.  It  is 
based  on  history,  and  is  excellently  direct- 
ed. The  cast  is  also  well  chosen  and  turns 
in  good  performances.  Dean  Jagger,  who 
plays  the  part  of  Brigham  Young,  should 
prove  very  capable  in  any  character  role 
he  may  play  in  the  movies  in  the  future. 
I had  a lot  of  favorable  comment  on  this 
show.  Business  about  average.  Sun.  Mon. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
tovm  patronage.  Population:  1,002.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  Walt, 
New  Haven,  Mo. 


United  Artists 

My  Son,  My  Son 

Here’s  the  kind  of  a picture  I like,  and 
those  who  came  did  too.  Lots  didn’t.  Sat., 
Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-10. 
Rural-town  patronage.  Capacity:  500-300. 
— W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way, 
Sheridan,  Ore. 


Universal 

Boys  From  Syracuse 

A picture  I was  disappointed  with.  Some 
of  my  patrons  seemed  to  laugh  their  heads 
off,  but  plenty  didn’t  like  it.  I was  with 
the  latter  group.  It’s  not  much  of  a small 
town  picture.  Business  lousy.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Popu- 
lation: 1,002.  Capacity:  250. — Walter  J. 
Buchholtz,  Walt,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

Private  Affairs 

Hugh  Herbert  wasn’t  himself  in  this 
much  to  the  disappointment  of  the  audi- 
ence. Business  average  but  picture  can 
only  be  classed  as  fair.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  26-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,200.  Capacity: 
300. — Allan  Banks,  Vogue,  Remsen,  la. 


Warner  Bros. 

City  for  Conquest 

An  excellent  picture,  but  didn’t  do  any 
business  for  me.  I don’t  have  any  luck 
with  pictures  whose  prevues  infer  there 
may  be  a lot  of  rough  stuff  in  same.  In 
addition  to  plenty  of  action,  there  are  a 
few  good  musical  numbers  in  the  picture. 
Business  was  below  average,  but  those  who 
came  seemed  to  enjoy  it.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Cold.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  1,002.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  Walt, 
New  Haven,  Mo. 

My  Love  Came  Back 

An  entertaining  picture  with  a lot  of 
comedy.  Don’t  overlook  this  picture.  Busi- 
ness fair.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Warm. 
Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  1,002.  Capacity:  250. — Wal- 
ter J.  Buchholtz,  Walt,  New  Haven,  Mo. 


// 


MAYBE  I’D  BETTER  THINK  THAT  OVER! 


// 


There’s  no  percentage  in  being  uncer- 
tain  about  any  phase  of  your  business. 
How  can  you  be  certain  whether  the 
equipment  in  your  projection  room  is 
functioning  at  its  highest  possible  effi- 
ciency? About  that,  you  never  need  to 


be  in  doubt  again.  An  Altec  sound 
service  agreement  and  an  Altec  booth 
parts  agreement  bring  you  the  knowl- 
edge that  your  equipment  is  operating 
at  its  best,  not  part  of  the  time,  but  all 
of  the  time.  Change  to  Altec  today! 


JilTEC 


25D  Vt'est  57th  Street,  New  York  City 

CHANGE  TO  ALTEC  SERVICE  • A CHANGE  FOR  THE  BETTER 


ll^ltot  4ia6 
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Y]  Western  154 

Riders  of  Black 

Mountain  (60) 

Tim  McCoy 

Y Com.  Mys.  104 

Devil  Bat  ( . . ) 

Bela  Lugosi 

|l3l  Western  159 

Billy  the  Kid’s  Gun 

Justice  ( . . ) 

Bob  Steele 

1^  Com.  Drama  105 

Slisbehaving  Hus- 

bands ( . . ) 

R — 'Dec.  14 

Y Comedy  10( 

You  Betcha  My  Life 

(.  .) 

Henry  Armetta 

Y Mystery  107 

Secret  Evidence 

(..) 

Y Western  163 

Lone  Rider  No.  1 

(.  .) 

George  Houston 

1^  Comedy  108 

Glamour  Girls  Never 

Say  No  ( . . ) 

P-R-C 
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Com.  Dr.  PNSSl 
Tugboat  Aitmie 

Sails  Again  (77) 
Marjorie  Rambeau 
Alan  Hale 

R — Oct.  26 

[2]  Comedy  FN670 

Always  a Bride  (60) 

Rosemary  Lane 

R — Nov.  30 

[Y|  Drama  EN563 

Eixst  of  the  River 

(73)  R — Nov.  2 

John  Garfield 

Brenda  Marshall 

[l5|  Drama  WB513 

Aouth  of  Suez  ( . . ) 

George  Brent 

Geraldine  Fitzgerald 

g Drama  FN552 

Letter,  The  (97) 

Bette  Davis 

Herbert  Marshall 

R — Nov.  23 

Drama  WB512 

Lady  AVith  Red 

Hair  (81) 

Miriam  Hopkins 

R — Nov.  16 

pf|  Comedy  FN571 

Jshe  Couldn’t  Say  No 

(63) 

Roger  Pryor 

Eve  Arden 

Y Reissue 

Here  Comes  the 

Navy  (86) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O’Brien 

g Adv.  Dr.  rN551 

Santa  Fe  Trail  ( . . ) 

Errol  Flynn 

Olivia  DeHavilland 

[4]  M’ drama  WB503 

Four  Mothers  (86) 

The  Lane  Sisters 

R — Dec.  14 

WARHER-F.  N. 

I pfl 
> US  5 

o 

® fi 

I I 

5 ^ 

^ 5 

-^m’^ 

^ CO  g ^ 

e.<i  2 
rrt  S 1 S 

2 1 

@]7  1]*K 

|Y|  Comedy  6036 

I'lii  Nobod.v’s  Sweet- 
heart Now  (63) 

R — Aug.  10 

(Y|  Melodrama  5052 

Devil’s  Pipeline  (65) 

R — Nov.  30 
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[i^  Drama  5015 

One  Night  in  the 
Tropics  (82) 

Allan  Jones 

Nancy  Kelly 

R — Nov.  9 

g Comedy  5023 

31eet  the  Wildcat 

(65)  R — Nov.  2 

Y Drama  (Kelssue) 

Next  Time  We  Love 

Margaret  Sullavan 

Comedy 

Bank  Dick,  The  (74) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Una  Merkel 

R — Dec.  7 

Y Comedy  5026 

Margie  (59) 

Mischa  Auer 

Nan  Grey 

R— Sept.  21 

Drama 

Trail  of  the  Vigil- 

antes ( . . ) 
Franchot  Tone 

R — Dec.  14 

1^  Drama 

Give  Us  Wings  (62) 

Little  Tough  Guys 

Wallace  Ford 

R — Nov.  16 

Y Mys.  Comedy 

invisible  AVoman 

(•  .) 

John  Barrymore 

Virginia  Bruce 

Y Com.  Drama 

AAhere  Did  You  Get 

That  Girl  ( . . ) 

Y Adv.  Drama 

Lucky  Devils  ( . . ) 

Arlen-Devine 

Y Western 

Boss  of  Bullion  City 

(.  .) 

Y Drama 

,?un  Francisco  Docks 

(66)  R — Dec.  7 

|l^  Comedy 

Six  Lessons  From 

Madame  LaZonga 

Lupe  Velez 

Leon  Errol 

UNIVERSAL 

Drama 

Long  Voyage  Home 

(105) 

Thomas  Mitchell 
John  Wayne 

R— Oct.  12 

|2^  Drama 

Black  Out  (80) 
Conrad  Veidt 

Valerie  Hobson 

R — Nov.  23 

Y Fantasy 

©Thief  of  Bagdad 

(109) 

Conrad  Veldt 

Sabu 

R — Oct.  19 

Y Melodrama 

Son  of  Monte  Cristo 

(102) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

R — Dec.  7 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

l££l'  

Nl^ht  Train  (93) 

Margaret  Lockwood 
Rex  Harrison 

R — Nov.  2 

g Comedy  111 

The  Great  Profile 
(71) 

John  Ba,rrymore 

R — Aug.  24 

|~8]  Melodrama  117 
Mark  of  Zorro  (94) 
Tyrone  Power 

Linda  Darnell 

R — Nov.  9 

[i^  Drama  102 

Street  of  Memories 
(70)  R— July  6 

Lynne  Roberts 

Guy  Kibbee 

1^  Comedy  119 

Youth  Will  Be 
Served  (66) 

Jane  Withers 

R — Sept.  28 

|29|  Drama  120 

Tin  Pan  .Ylley  (95) 
Alice  Faye 

Jack  Oakle 

Betty  Grable 

R — Nov.  30 

Y Drama  118 

Charter  Pilot  (66) 
Lynn  Bari 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Nov.  30 

Y Mystery  121 

Murder  Over  New 

York  (65) 

Sidney  Toler 

R — Nov.  30 

|2o|  Comedy  122 

Jennie  (78) 

William  Henry 

Dorris  Bowden 

R — Dec.  7 
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Y Drama  115 

Hudson’s  Bay  ( . . ) 

Paul  Muni 

Virginia  Field 

[lo|  Melodrama 

Aliehael  Shayne,  Pri- 

vate Detective 

(77) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Marjorie  Weaver 

Y Act.  Drama 

Romance  of  the  Rio 

Grande  ( . . ) 

Cesar  Romero 

Patricia  Morison 

20TH-F0X 

Laddie  (70) 

Tim  Holt 

Virginia  Gilmore 

R — Sept.  21 

^ Melodrama  104 
rhe.v  Knew  What 
They  Wanted  (90) 
Carole  Lombard 
Chas.  Laughton 

R— Oct.  19 

[Y]  Comedy  109 

Li’l  Abner  (78) 
Granville  Owen 

R — Nov.  9 

Y Comedy  106 

Too  Man.v  Girls  (85) 
Lucille  Ball 

Frances  Langford 

R — Oct.  12 

|l5|  Comedy  111 

iMexlcan  Spitfire 

Out  tVest  (76) 

Lupe  Velez 

R— Oct.  12 

g Mus.  Com.  108 
VoiTlI  Find  Out 

(97) 

Kay  Kyser 

Helen  Parrish 

R — Nov.  23 

g Drama  110 

l.ittle  Men  (84) 

R — Dec.  7 

Drama  113 

Remedy  for  Riches 
(68)  R — Nov.  23 

Y Western  183 

Fargo  Kid,  The  (63) 
Tim  Holt 

R— Nov.  2 

Drama  114 

No,  No,  Nanette 
(.  .) 

Anna  Neagle 

— 

Drama  112 

Kitty  Foyle  (..) 

Ginger  Rogers 

Herbert  Marshall 

RKO  RADIO 

l±a  . IB --rf 

Hit  Parade  of  1841 
(8S) 

Frances  Langford 

R — Oct.  19 

|2i]  Western  052 

Young  Bill  Hickok 
(60)  R — Oct.  5 

Roy  Rogers 

Yl  Mystery  006 

Wlio  Killed  Aunt 
Maggie?  (70) 
Wendy  Barrie 

John  Hubbard 

R — Nov.  2 

Y Mus.  Comedy  007 
Fi-iendly  Neighbors 
(67)  R— Nov.  16 

The  Weavers 

[H]  Western  063 

I'rail  Blazers,  The 
Three  Mesquiteers 
(58)  R — Nov.  2 

Western  041 

j>lelody  Ranch  (85) 

R — Nov.  30 
g Western  073 

Texas  Terrors  (57) 

R — Nov.  30 

Comedy  018 

Meet  the  Missus 
(68) 

Roscoe  Karns 

R — Nov.  30 

Y Western  053 

The  Border  Legion 
(58) 

Roy  Rogers 

R— Nov.  30 

Y Comedy  008 

Barnyard  Follies 

(68)  R — Nov.  30 

Mary  Lee 

Rufe  Davis 

1^  Drama 

Behind  the  News 
(.  .) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Doris  Davenport 

[e]  Western 

Lone  Star  Raiders 
(.  .) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

1^  Drama 

Bowery  Boy  ( . . ) 
Dennis  O’Keefe 
Louise  Campbell 

Y Western  064 

W.voming  Wildcat 

(.  .) 

Don  "Red”  Barry 

Julie  Duncan 

[is]  Western 

Robin  Hood  of  the 

Pecos  ( . . ) 

Roy  Rogers 

Geo.  “Gabby”  Hayes 

REPUBLIC 

- . - . - - 

Moon  Over  Burma 
(76) 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — Oct.  19 

I25]  Drama  4007 

Christmas  in  July 
(72)  R— Sept.  21 

1^  Documentary 
ll’orld  in  Flames 
(61)  R— Oct.  26 

Y|  Musical  4008 
Dancing  on  a Dime 
(74) 

Robert  Paige 

R— HOct.  12 

[Y]  Musical  4009 

Arise  My  Love  (113) 
Claudette  Colbert 

Ray  Milland 

R — Oct.  19 

[l^  Western  4050 
Three  Men  From 
Texas  (70) 

William  Boyd 

R — Sept.  14 

Y Mus.  Com.  4011 
Night  at  Earl  Car- 
roU’s,  A (63) 

Ken  Murray 

R— Nov.  23 

[Hj  Western  4012 
Texas  Rangers  Ride 
Again  (68) 

John  Howard 

R — Nov.  9 

g Outd’r  Dr.  3946 
North  West  Mounted 
Police  (125) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

R — Oct.  26 

Y Comedy 

l.ove  Thy  Neighbor 
(.  .) 

Jack  Benny 

Fred  Allen 

[X|  Musical 

Second  Chorus  (83) 
Pred  Astaire 

Paulette  Goddard 

R — Dec.  7 

Y Western  4051 
Doomed  Caravan 
(.  .) 

William  Boyd 

Russell  Hayden 

Y Drama  1370 

Victory  (79) 

Fredric  March 

Betty  Field 

PARAMOUNT 

to  1 

1 ® ^ 

■ Stj 

':s? 

£«  ^ 
g a S 

: 3 g Eh' 

pj|  Western  4051 
Take  Me  Back  to 
Oklahoma  (64) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Nov.  30 

[ig]  Mystery  4012 

Phantom  of  China- 
town (62) 

Keye  Luke 

R— Nov.  30 

1^  Western 

West  of  Pinto  Basin 
(59) 

Corrigan-Terhune- 

King 

R — Dec.  7 

Melodrama 
Gypsy  Cavalier  ( . . ) 
Gilbert  Roland 

Y Adventure 

Sign  of  the  Wolf 
(.  .) 

HH  Drama 

Her  First  Romance 
(.  .) 

Y Western 

Rolling  Home  to 
Texas  ( . . ) 

Tex  Ritter 

Y Melodrama 
You’re  Out  of  Luck 
(■  ■) 

Frankie  Darro 

MONOGRAM 



^ Comedy  109 

Hullabaloo  (77) 
Frank  Morgan 

Billie  Burke 

R — Nov.  2 

[Y]  Drama  108 

Escape  (104) 

Norma  Shearer 
Robert  Taylor 

R — Nov.  9 

[~8~|  Musical  110 

^Bittersweet  (92) 
Jeanette  MacDonald 
Nelson  Eddy 

R— Nov.  23 

[l^  Drama  111 

Gallant  Sons  (76) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Bonita  Granville 

R — Nov.  16 

Y Comedy  112 

l.ittle  Nellie  Kelly 
(100) 

Judy  Garland 

George  Murphy 

R— Nov.  23 

|29l  Drama  115 

Dr.  Kildare’s  Crisis 
(75) 

Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

R — Dec.  7 

Y Comedy  114 

Go  West  ( . . ) 

Marx  Bros. 

[13]  Drama  113 

Comrade  X (86) 

Clark  Gable 

Hedy  Lamarr 

R — Dec.  14 

1^  Comedy  116 

Keeping  Company 
(..) 

Ann  Rutherford 
John  Slielton 

Y Drama  117 

Flight  Command 
(..) 

Robert  Taylor 

AV.alter  Pidgeon 

|~3]  Com.  Drama 
Maisie  AA^as  a Lady 
(-.) 

Ann  Sothern 

Y Drama 

Philadelphia  Story 

(112) 

Katharine  Hepburn 
Cary  Grant 

R— Nov.  30 

Y Comedy 

Wild  Man  of  Borneo 
(..) 

Frank  Morgan 

Billie  Burke 

M-G-M 

Nobody’s  Children 
(65) 

Edith  Fellows 

Billy  Lee 
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[31]  Comedy  2016 
iJlondie  I’iays  Cupid 
(08) 

Penny  Singleton 
Arthur  Laka 

R — Nov.  2 

|l4]  Western  2210 

Beyond  the  Sacra- 
mento (58) 

Bill  Elliott 

1^  Drama  2012 

Escape  to  Glory  (74) 
R — Nov.  30 
g Mystery  2021 

Lone  IVolf  Keeps  a 
Date  (03)  R-Nov.  30 

[28]  Mystery  2024 

Ellery  Queen,  Mas- 
ter Detective  (69) 
Ralph  Bellamy 
Margaret  Lindsay 

R — Nov.  30 

Y Western  2203 

Thundering  Fron- 

tier (57) 

Charles  Starrett 

R — Sept.  21 

Y Drama  2031 

Great  Plane  Rob- 
bery (53) 

Jack  Holt 

R — Dec.  14 

[20]  Mystery  2033 

Phantom  Submarine 

(■  ■) 

Anita  Louise 

Outd’r  Dr.  2101 
Arizona  (128) 

Jean  Arthur 

William  Holden 

R — Nov.  23 

1 2 1 Comedy 

This  Thing  Called 
Love  ( . . ) 

Y Western  2211 
Wildcat  of  Tuseon 
(.  .) 

Bill  Elliott 

|T|  Western  2204 
Pinto  Kid  ( . . ) 

Bill  Elliott 

COLUMBIA 

g 2 

0 

!— 

OCT. 

26 

> 

o 

NOV. 

9 

NOV. 

16 

NOV. 

23 

NOV. 

30 

DEC. 
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DEC. 

14 

DEC. 

21 

DEC. 

28 

IAN. 

4 

IAN. 

11 

IAN. 

18 

Features  scheduled  for  release  beyond  dates  In  the  Boohlne  Chart 
are  listed  herein.  Running:  time,  ns  furnished  by  home  office  ol 
distributor,  follows  title.  As  local  conditions  such  as  censorship 
sub.iect  this  to  change,  checkup  with  exchange  is  recommended. 


Prod.  No.  Title 


Stars 


Released  Reviewed 


COLUMBIA 


Across  the  Sierra  (..) Bill  Elliott,  Luana  Walters 

Ba<l  Man  From  Bisbee  Hill  Elliott  

Bloiidie  Goes  Ijatin  <..) Penny  Singleton,  Arthur  Ijake 

Devil  Commands,  The  Boris  Karloff  

Face  Behind  the  Mask  (..)...  Peter  Eorre,  Evelyn  Keyes 

Great  Swindle,  The  (.  .) .Tack  Holt,  Marjorie  Re,vnolds 

I.ega<'y  ( . . ) Warner  Baxter,  Ingrid  Bergman . . 

North  From  the  Tone  Star  (..)Bill  Elliott  

2205.  Outlaws  of  the  Panhandle  Charles  Starrett,  Frances  Robinson 

Penny  Serenade  (..) Irene  Dunne,  Cary  Grant.. 

Return  of  Boston  Blackie  ( . . ) . Chester  Morris  

Wild  Bill  Hits  the  Trail  (..).Bill  Elliott  


Feb.  13,  ’41 
Apr.  24 


Jan.  31 
Mar.  27 
Feb  . 27 


May  23 


the  Arakina 

COLUMBIA 

Blondie  Goes  I.atin — Penny  Singleton,  Arthur 
Lake,  Larry  Simms,  Tito  Guizar,  Ruth  Terry, 
Daisy.  Director:  Frank  R.  Strayer.  Producer: 
Robert  Sparks.  Screenpiay:  Karen  DeWoif. 

(Completed) 


METRO 

Rage  in  Heaven — Robert  Montgomery,  Ingrid  Berg- 
man. Director:  Robert  Sinciair.  Producer:  Gott- 
fried Reinhardt.  Originai:  James  Hiiton. 

( Starting) 

(Psychoiogicai  study.  A weakling,  married  to  a 
beautiful  girl,  is  driven  to  attempt  the  perfect 
crime  because  of  his  unjustified  jealousy  of  a 
friend). 


M-G-M 


Come  Live  With  Me  ( . . ) James  Stewart,  Hed.y  Lamarr 


Jan.  24 


PARAMOUNT 


MONOGRAM 

Gun  Smoke  Valley — Ray  Corrigan,  John  King,  Max 
Terhune.  Director:  S.  Roy  Luby.  Producer: 
George  W.  Weeks.  Original:  Oliver  Drake. 

(Starting) 

(Western.  Fourth  in  the  series  featuring  the 
“Range  Busters”). 


. Aldrieh  Family  in  l.ife  With 

Henry  (81)  .Jackie  Cooper,  Hedda  Hopper 

.D.  O.  A.  (..) Ellen  Drew,  Robert  Paige,. 

.Hard  Boiled  Canary  (..) Allan  Jones,  Susan  Foster 

.1  W’anted  Wings  ( . ) Ray  Milland,  William  Holden 

.In  Old  Colorado  (..) AVMIliam  Boyd  

.Lady  Eve,  The  (..) Barbara  Stanwyck,  Henr.v  Fonda 

Mad  Doctor,  The  (91) Basil  Rathbone,  Ellen  Drew 

Reaching  for  the  Sun  (,.)....  .Joel  McCrea,  Ellen  Drew 

.Roundup,  The  (..).. Richard  Dix,  Patricia  Morison 

.©Shepherd  of  the  Hills  (,.)... John  Wayne,  Betty  Field 

.©Virginia  (..)  Madeleine  Carroll,  Fred  MacMurray . . . . 

.You’re  the  One  (.  .) Bonnie  Baker,  Orrin  Tucker 


REPUBLIC 

.Robin  Hood  of  the  Pecos  (..).Roy  Rogrers,  Georgre  ‘‘Gabby’*  Hayes.... 
.Wyoming:  Wildcat  (..),, Don  “Red”  Barry,  Julie  Duncan 

RKO  RADIO 

.A  Girl,  a Guy  and  a Gob  (..), George  Murphy,  Lucille  Ball 

. Along  the  Rio  Grande  (..)...  Tim  Holt  

.Citizen  Kane  (..)  Orson  Welles  

.Let’s  Make  Music  (..) Bob  Crosby,  Elisabeth  Risdon 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  (..) Carole  Lombard,  Robert  Montgomery.. 

.Pla.v  Girl  (..) Kay  Francis,  James  Ellison 

. Show  Business  ( . . ) • • . Alan  Mowbray  

.Saint  in  Palm  Springs  (,.)...  George  Sanders,  Wendy  Barrie 


20TH-FOX 

112 . .Bride  Wore  Crutches  (55) ....  I.ynne  Roberts,  Ted  North  .............. 

Girl  in  the  News  (..) Margaret  I.ockvvood  

Golden  Hoofs  (..) Jane  Withers,  Charles  (Buddy)  Rogers. 

Ride,  Kell.v,  Ride  (..) Eugene  Pallette,  Rita  Quigley 

Western  Union  (..) Robert  Young,  Virginia  Gilmore 


UNITED  ARTISTS 


Jan. 

24 

Apr. 

18 

Mar. 

7 

Mar. 

21 

Feb. 

28 

Apr. 

4 

Feb. 

21 

Mar. 

28 

Apr. 

11 

Feb. 

14 

Feb. 

7 

Jan.  31 


Jan.  24 


PARAMOUNT 

I AVanted  Wings — Brian  Donlevy,  Ray  Milland, 
Wayne  Morris,  William  Holden,  Constance 
Moore,  Veronica  Lake.  Director:  Mitchell  Lel- 
sen.  Producer:  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.  Original: 
Lieut.  Beirne  Lay  jr.  (Completed) 

REPUBLIC 

Arkansaw  Judge — Roy  Rogers,  Weaver  Brothers 
and  Elviry,  Veda  Ann  Borg,  Pauline  Moore.  Di- 
rector: Frank  McDonald.  Producer:  Armand 
Schaefer.  Original:  Irving  Stone.  Screenplay: 
Dorrell  and  Stuart  McGowan.  (Starting) 

(Comedy-drama.  A story  of  small-town  politics, 
based  upon  the  best-seller,  “False  Witness”). 

RKO  RADIO 

Scattergood  Baines— Guy  Kibbee,  Emma  Dunn, 
John  Archer,  Carol  Hughes.  Director:  Christy 
Cabanne.  Producer:  Jerry  Brant  (Pyramid  Pic- 
tures). Original:  Clarence  Budington  Kelland. 
Screenplay:  Edward  T.  Lowe.  (Starting) 

(Comedy-drama.  First  in  a proposed  series 
based  upon  the  popular  magazine  stories). 

20TH  CENTURY-FOX 

Murder  Among  Friends — John  Hubbard,  Marjorie 
Weaver,  Mona  Barrie,  Douglas  Dumbrille,  Sid- 
ney Blackmer.  Director:  Ray  McCarey.  Pro- 
ducers: Ralph  Dietrich,  Walter  Morosco.  Screen- 
play: John  F.  Larkin.  (Completed) 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

Pot  O’  Gold — Paulette  Goddard,  James  Stewart, 
Horace  Heidt  and  Orchestra,  Mary  Gordon.  Di- 
rector: George  Marshall.  Producer:  James 

Roosevelt  (Globe  Productions).  Associate  Pro- 
ducer: Henry  Henigson.  Screenplay:  Walter  De- 

(Starting) 

(Musical  comedy.  It  marks  the  screen  debut  of 
Bandleader  Horace  Heidt  and  borrows  its  title 
from  the  radio  “giveaway”  program  on  which 
he  stars). 

WARNER-FN 

Strawberry  Blonde — James  Cagney,  Olivia  de 
Havilland,  Rita  Hayworth,  Alan  Hale,  Jack  Car- 
son.  Director:  Raoul  Walsh.  Producer:  William 
Cagney.  Original:  James  Hagan.  (Completed) 


Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop  (..)..  Martha  Scott,  William  Gargan . . . . 

yGreat  Dictator,  The  (129) ..  Charles  Chaplin,  Paulette  Goddard 

La<Iy  Hamilton  (..) Vivien  Leigh,  I,aurence  Olivier.... 

Road  Show  (..) Adolphe  Menjoii,  Carole  Landis.... 

So  Ends  Our  Night  (..) Fredric  March,  Margaret  Sullavan 

UNIVERSAL 

Back  Street  (..) Margaret  Suliavan,  Charles  Boyer. 

Dark  Streets  of  Cairo  (59) . . . . Sigrid  Gurie  

WARNER  BROS. 

High  Sierra  (..) Humi>hrey  Bogart,  Ida  Lupino.... 

Honeymoon  for  Three  (..)....  George  Brent,  Ann  Sheridan 

WB.520.  .Invitation  to  Murder  (70).. Thomas  Mitchell,  Jeffrey  Lynn.... 

Meet  John  Doe  (..) Gary  Cooper,  Barbara  Stanwyck.... 

Wagons  Roll  at  Night  (..)...  Humphrey  Bogart,  Sylvia  Sidney.. 


Oct.  26 

ttEncIosed  find  my  first  contribu- 
tion to  your  'Exhibitor  Has  His 
Say.'  I read  your  magazine  from 
cover  to  cover  every  Monday 
mom  and  am  only  glad  to  con- 

Jan.  24  

tribute  to  your  new  department 
and  will  eagerly  await  the  first 
publication." 

— R.  A.  MOORE, 

State  Theatre, 
Clarence,  la. 
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BOXOFnCE  ::  December  14,  1940 


AN  INTERPRETATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  OPINIONS  DEDUCED  FROM 
THE  LANGUAGE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  PAPER  REVIEWS. 


Th«  plus  and  ndnus  sisms  indicate  the  decree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Where  our  compiler  is  nnable  to  form 
anv  opinion  from  the  review  the  sicn  “o”  is  used.  Blank  spaces  Indicate  no  review.  This  department  serves  also  as  an 
Alphabetical  Index  to  feature  releases.  Listings  cover  reviews  appearins:  by  the  Saturday  preceding  date  of  this  issue. 
It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  from  week  to  week.  The  meaninc  of  the  various  sitrns  and  tlieir  combinations  is  as  follows: 


ttVery  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  -i- Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor 

In  the  summary  Is  rated  as  2 pluses;  as  2 minuses. 
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All  This,  and  Heaven  Too  (FN) 

Always  a Bride  (FN) 

Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col)  . . 

Ape,  The  (Mono) 

Argentine  Nights  (Univ) 

Arise  My  Love  (Para) 

Arizona  (Col)  

Arizona  Frontier  (Rep) 

B 

Bank  Dick,  The  (Univ) 

Barnyard  Follies  (Rep) 

Dark  Streets  of  Cairo  (Univ) . . 

Before  I Hang  (Col) 

Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M) 

Black  Diamonds  (Univ) 

Billy  the  Kid  in  Texas  (PRC) . 

Blackout  (UA)  

Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble 

(Col)  

Blondie  Plays  Cupid  (Col) 

Boom  Town  (M-G-M) 

Border  Legion  (Rep) 

Buys  From  Syracuse  (Cniv)... 

Boys  of  the  City  (Mono) 

Bride  Wore  Crutches  (20th-Fox) 
Brigham  Young — Frontiers- 
man (20th-Fox)  

c 

Calling  AU  Husbands  (WB)  . . . 

Captain  Caution  (UA)  

Carolina  Moon  (Rep) 

Chamber  of  Horrors  (Mono)  . . . 
Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax 

Museum  (20th-Fox)  

Charter  Pilot  (30th-Fox) 

Cherokee  Strip  (Para) 

Christmas  In  July  (Para) 

City  for  Conquest  ( WB) 

Colorado  (Rep)  

Cumin’  Round  the  Mountain 

(Para)  

Comrade  X (M-G-M) 

Convoy  (RKO)  

Cross  Country  Romance  (RKO) 

D 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO)  . . . 
Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para) .... 
Dark  Streets  of  Cairo  (Univ) . . 

Devil’s  Island  (WB) 

Devil’s  Pipeline  (Univ) 

Diamond  Frontier  (Univ) 

Dispatch  From  Reuters  (WB) 
Dr.  Kildare’s  Crisis  (M-G-M)  . . 
Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home 

(M-G-M)  

Doomed  to  Die  (Mono) 

Down  Argentine  Way  (20-Fox) 
Dreaming  Out  Loud  (RKO) . . . 
Drums  of  the  Desert  (Mono)  . . 

Dulcy  (M-G-M)  

Durango  Kid,  The  (Col) 

E 

Karl  of  Puddlestone  (Rep) .... 

Fast  of  the  River  (FN) 

Ellery  Queen,  Master  Detec- 
tive (Col)  

Escape  (M-G-M)  

Escape  to  Glory  (Col) 
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■HVery  Good;  + Good;  =tFair;  -i- Mediocre;  — Poor;  —Very  Poor 


In  the  summary  +i  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  — as  2 minuses. 


Title  Distr. 

Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M) . . . 
Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a Date  (Col) 

Lons:  Voyage  Home  (CA) 

Lucky  Partners  (KKO) 

M 

Man  I Married  (20tli-Fox) 

Manlialtan  Heartbeat  (20-rox) 

Margie  (Uniy)  

Slark  of  Zorro,  The  (20th-rox) 

Maryland  (20th^Fox)  

Meet  the  Missus  (Rep) 

Meet  the  Wildcat  (Cniv) 

Melody  and  Moonlight  (Rep) . . 

Melody  Ranch  (Rep) 

Men  Against  the  Sky  (RKO)  . . 
Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West 

(RKO)  

.tiilitary  Academy  (Col) 

Millionaires  In  Prison  (RKO) . 

Missing  People  (Mono) 

Money  and  (he  Woman  (WH). 

Moon  Over  Burma  (Para) 

Mortal  Stortn,  The  (M-G-M).. 
Mummy’s  Hand,  The  (Univ)  . . 
Murder  Over  New  York 

(20th-Fox)  

My  l.ove  Came  Back  (FN).... 
Mystery  Sea  Raider  (Para) .... 

N 

Night  at  Karl  Carroll’s  (Para) 

Night  Train  (20th-Fox) 

Nobody’s  Children  (Col) 

No  Time  for  Comedy  (FN) .... 
North  West  Mounted  Police 
(Para)  


O 

Oklahoma  Renegades  (Rep)... 
OP  Swimmin’  Hole  (Mono) .... 

On  the  Spot  (Mono).... 

One  Crowded  Night  (KKO) . . . 

One  IMillion  B.  C.  (CA) 

One  Night  in  the  Tropics 

(Univ)  

Orphans  of  the  North  (Mono) , 
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Passport  to  Alcatraz  (Col).. . 

Pastor  Hall  (CA) 

Phantom  of  Chinatown  (Mono) 
Philadelphia  Story  (M-G-3I) . . 

Pier  13  (20th-Fox) 

Prairie  Law  (RKO) 

Prairie  Schooners  (Col) 

Pride  and  Prejudice  (M-G-M)  . 
Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox) . . 
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Quarterback,  The  (Para) 

Queen  of  Destiny  (RKO) 

Queen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono)  . . . 
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Ragtime  Cowboy  Joe  (Univ) . . 
Rainbow  Over  the  Range 

(Mono)  

Ramparts  We  Watch  (RKO)  . . 

Range  Busters  (Mono) 

Ranger  and  the  Lady  (Rep)... 
Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para) .... 
Remedy  for  Riches  (RKO) .... 
Return  of  Frank  James  (20-Fox) 
Rhythm  on  the  River  (Para).. 
Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep) . 
River’s  Fnd  (WB) 
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Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ) . . 
San  Francisco  Docks  (Univ) . . 
Safari  (Para)  
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Sand.v  Is  a Lady  (Univ) 

Scatterbrain  (Rep)  

Sea  Hawk.  The  (WB) 

Second  Chorus  (Para) 

Secret  Seven  (Col)  

Seven  Sinners  (Univ) 

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep) 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M) 

Slightly  Tempted  (Univ) 

So  You  Won’t  Talk  (Col) 

Son  of  Monte  Crlsto  (UA) .... 
Son  of  Roaring  Dan  (CTniv).... 

South  of  Pago  Pago  (UA) 

South  to  Karanga  (Univ) 

South  of  Suez  (WB) 

Sporting  Blood  (M-G-M) 

Spring  Parade  (Univ) 

Stage  to  Chino  (RKO) 

Stagecoach  War  (Para)....... 

Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor 

(RKO)  

Street  of  Memories  (20th-Fox) . 
Strike  Up  the  Band  (M-G-M)  . 
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Take  Me  Back  to  Okla.  (Mono) 
Te.xivs  Rangers  Ride  Again 

(Para)  

Texas  Terrors  (Rep) 

That  Gang  of  Mine  (Mono) .... 
They  Drive  by  Night  (FN)..,. 
They’  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(KKO)  

Thief  of  Bagdad  (UA) 

Third  Finger,  Left  Hand 

(M-G-M)  

Three  Men  Fron»  Tex'as  (Para) 
Thundering  I'roiiticr  (Col).... 

Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox) 

Too  Many  Girls  (RKO) 

r.  Brown's  School  Days  (KKO) 

Torpedo  Raider  (Mono) 

Trail  Blazers  (Rep) 

Trail  of  the  A'igilantes  (Univ)  . 
Trailin’  Double  Trouble  (Mono) 

Triple  Justice  (KKO)  

Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again 

(FN)  
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Wagon  Train  (RKO)  

Wagons  Westward  (Rep) 

We  IVho  Are  Young  (M-G-M) . 

West  of  Abilene  (Col) 

West  of  Pinto  Basin  (Mono) . . 

Westerner,  The  (UA) 

When  the  Daltons  Rode  (Univ) 

Who  Is  Guilty?  (Mono) 

Who  KlUed  Aunt  Maggie? 
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Wildcat  Bus  (KKO)  

World  In  Flames  (Para) 

Wyoming'  (M-G-M)  
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Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox) 

Young  Bill  Hickok  (Rep) 

You’U  Find  Out  (KKO) 

Young  People  (20th-Fox) 

You're  Not  So  Tough  (Univ)  . ... 
Youth  Will  Be  Served 

(20th-Fox)  

Yukon  Flight  (Mono) 
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release,  second  the  date  of  review  in  BOXOFFICE;  both  1940  unless  otherwise 
specified.  The  s.vmbol  between  tile  dates  is  rating:  from  the  BOXOFFICE  review: 
f|-  Very  good,  + Good,  ± Fair,  ip  Mediocre,  — Poor,  = Very  Poor.  (J  Indicates  short 
of  the  week.  0 Indicates  Technicolor. 


Sltott5  ^katt 


2425 
14X5. 
2424 
2423 
1438. 

1437 

2426 

2421. 
1421  . 
1434. 
2422 
1436. 
9437. 


2972 

2971 

2972. 

2973. 

1975. 

2974 


Prod.  Rel.  Kat- 

No.  Title  Date  ing  Kev’d 

Columbia 

aix-stak  comedies 

.Blondes  and  Blunders  (16).  11-29  ± 12-  7 

.Boobs  in  the  Woods  (17)  . . 5-31  = 7-22 

Bundle  of  Bliss,  A (18).. 11-  1 

.Cold  Turkey  (16) 10-18  

.Fireman  Save  My  Choo- 

Choo  (18)  8-9  -f  8-31 

.His  Bridal  Fright  (16)...  7-12  .... 

.His  Ex  Marks  the  Spot 

( . . ) 12-13  

.Pleased  to  Mitt  You  (18)..  9-6  .... 

.Skinny  the  Moodier  (I6V2)  9-8  .... 

.South  of  the  Boudoir  (18).  5-17  ± 6-15 

.Siiook  Speaks,  The  (18)...  9-20  10-19 

.Taming  of  the  Snood  (16).  6-28  .... 

■ Trouble  Finds  Andy 

Clyde  (18)  7-28  

CINESCOPES 

■ Floating  Elephants  (8)...  10-  4 -j-  10-19 

.Hobby  Cobby  (11) 8-30  -j-  9-21 

.Industrial  Green  Island 

(10)  9-20  

• Nice  Work  If  You 

Can  Do  It  (9)  11-8  -J-  11-23 

.Odd  Vacations  (8Vi) 6-16  .... 

.Unique  Industry  (..) 12-19  .... 

COUOK  RHAPSODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

.A  Helping  Paw  (7) 1-7  .... 

.Egg  Hunt,  The  (7V4) 5-31  6-15 

.©Mr.  Eleidiant  Goes  to 

Town  (7'/2)  10-4  

.Tangled  Television  (7y2)..  8-30  4-  10-19 

.'J'imid  Pup,  The  (8) 8-1  ± 8-31 

.Wise  Owl  (7) 12-6  12-7 

• Ye  Olde  Swap  Shoppe  OVz)  6-28  .... 

COUUMBIA  TOURS 

.Beautiful  British  Colum- 
bia (..)  12-20  

.Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 
la  Varre  Productions) 

(10)  8-16  

. In  the  Uand  of  Pagodas 

(9)  6-14  

• Islands  of  the  West 

Indies  (10)  10-25  44  11-23 

.Old  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (9)  9-27  

.Savoy  in  the  Alps  (Iji 

Varre  Productions)  (10) . 9-13  44  10-23 

.Sojourn  in  Havana 

(UaVarre  Prod.)  (9)....  11-25  rt  12-  7 
C05IMUN1TY  SING 

• No.  6 (Medley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28  

.No.  1. . (Jolly  Tunes — D. 

Baker  (10)  10-  2 

■ No.  2. . (Popular  Songs — D. 

Baker  (10)  11-8  -4  11-23 

.No.  3.  . (Melodies  That  Fin- 
ger— D.  Baker)  (10) 12-13  

FABUES  CARTOONS 

.Barnyard  Babies  . . . . 6-14  .... 

.Farmer  Tom  Thumb  (6)..  9-27  -)-  10-19 

■ Mouse  Meets  Lion  (6) 10-25  in  12-  7 

.Paunch  ’n’  Judy  (6) 12-13  

■ Pooch  Parade  (6) 7-19  .... 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 
Hai)py  Holidays  (6) 10-25  

1706..  News  Oddities  (6) 7-19 

1756..  Peep  in  the  Deep,  A (6y,)  8-23  4-  S-.si 

1707..  5.hool  Boy  Dreams  (5)...  9-24  -i-  10-19 

2704..  Tom  Thumb’s  Brother 

(••)  1-17  

2703.  .Wallflower,  The  (..) 11-29 

QUIZ  REELS 

2601..  Take  It  or  Leave  It  (9%).  11-22  o 12-  7 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 

1858.  .No.  8 (10) 8-7 

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

1859..  No.  9 (10) 7-10 

Ken  Murray. 

1860..  No.  10  (9) t-10  ± 8-31 

Jack  Oakle. 

2351..  No.  1 (10) 9-6 

Ken  Murray. 

2852..  No.  2 (9) 10-18  o 11-23 

Don  Wilson. 

28.53..  No.  3 (9) 11-22  ± 12-7 

SPECIAL  (HAPPY-HOUR) 

Puss  in  Boots  (reissue) 

(40)  11-21  

SPORT  REELS 

2803..  Ali  the  Giant  Killer  (..)..  12-27  .... 

1809.  .Canvas  l^apers  (11) 7-19 

Hunting  Wild  Deer  (9)...  11-22  = 12-  7 

2801.  .Master  of  Cue  With  Willie 

Hoppe  (9)  9-20  -4  10-19 

1808..  5.ving  Strokes  With  Sam 

Snead  (10)  6-28  

1807..  5.ort  of  Kings  (10) 5-24  ± 7-6 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

2403..  Cuckoo  Cavaliers  (17) ...  .11-15  ± 12-  7 

2401..  From  Nurse  to  Worse  (16)  8-23  4-  8-31 

1 408..  How  High  Is  Up  (16) 7-16  = 8-3 

2402.  .No  Census,  No  Feeling  (16)  10-  4 .... 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


1510. 
2502. 

2501 

1512. 

2504, 

1511. 

2656. 
2561  . 

15.58 . 
2554. 
2653 . 
2552 . 

25.55. 

16.56. 

2651. 

2652. 

2653. 


1764. 

2751, 

2752, 

2753, 
17.55. 


9-  7 
10-26 
9-28 


1407..  Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14  

WASHINGTON  PARADE 

1905..  No.  6 (The  Archives)  (11).  7-4-4  8-3 

1906.  .No.  6 (Our  Nat’l  Defense) 

(10)  8-30  

3 

2901..  No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10) 10-25  

2902 . . No.  2 (U.  S.  Military  Acad- 

emy) (Special)  (..)...  .11-28  .... 

2903.  .No.  3 (U.  S.  Naval  Acad- 

emy) (Special)  (..) 12-20  .... 

MetTO-Goldwyn-Mayer 

CRIME  DOE.SN’T  PAY 

P-  5.  .Buyers  Beware  (20) 8-17 

P-201.. ^Eyes  of  the  Navy  (20).  10-26 

P-  6.. Soak  the  Old  (20) 8-24 

P-815.  .Think  First  (21) 9-9  .... 

P-  4.  .Women  in  Hiding  (22)....  6-22  ± 7-6 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

T-214.  .Beautiful  Bali  (9) 11-23  

T-211.  .Capitol  City,  The — Wash- 
ington, D.  O.  (9) 9-  7 44  9-7 

T-212.  .Cavalcade  of  San  Fran- 
cisco (9)  9-28 

T-213..01d  New  Mexico  (10) 10-26 

T-  62.. Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9) 6-8 

MINIATURES 

Rodeo  Dough  (10)  (Sepia)  10-  9 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

(Technicolor) 

W-  90.  .Bookworm  Turns,  The 

(8)  7-20 

W-  94.  .Gallopin’  Gals  (8) 10-26 

Homeless  F'lea,  The  (8)... 10-12 

Lonesome  Stranger  (9)  ..11-23 

W-  89..MUky  Way,  The  (8) 6-22 

W-  92.. Papa  Gets  the  Bird  (8)...  9-  7 
W-  91.. Romeo  in  Rhythm  (8)... 

W-  88.. Tom  Turkey  (7) 6-8 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 

Released  Twice  Weekly 
OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

C-138.  .Bubbling  Troubles  (11) 5-25 

C-293.  .Goiii’  Fishin’  (10) 10-26 

C-291..Good  Bad  Boys  (11) 9-  7 

C-294 ..  Kiddle  Kure  (11) 11-23 

C-137..New  Pupil,  The  (11) 4-27 

C-292.  .Waldo’s  Last  Stand  (11).. 10-  5 
PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

American  Spoken  Here 

(Sepia)  11-30 

K-126.  .Baron  and  the  Rose,  'The 

(11)  9-7 

Dreams  (10)  11-16 

K-127.  .Utopia  of  Death  (10) 10-12 

K-124..Way  in  the  Wilderness, 

A (10)  (Sepia) 6-22 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 
S-110..Cat  College  (9)  (Sepia)..  6-29 
S-113.  .Football  Thrills  of  1939  (10)  9-21 

S-112.  .Please  Answer  (9) 8-24 

S-261 . . ^Quicker’n  a Wink 

(Sepia)  (9)  10-12 

S-262.  .Wedding  Bills  (10) 11-30 

S-109.  .What’s  Your  I.  Q.?  No.  2 

(9)  6-10 

SPECIAL 

X-151.  .y©Flag  Speaks.  The  (19)  6-14 


+ 


8-10  It 


9-28 
11-  9 
6-  8 


8-31 

11-  9 

12-  7 
12-  7 

7-  6 


+ 


44  12-  7 
44  9-28 

4-  li-  9 
4-  7-6 


9-28 
9-  7 


tt 
tt 

++ 

-H- 

± 7-6 


12-  7 
12-  7 


Paramount 


ANIMATED  ANTICS 

HO-1.. Dandy  Lion,  The  (7) 9-20 

HO-3.. Mommy  Loves  Puppy  (7). 11-29 
HO-2.. Sneak,  Snoop  & Snitch  (7)  10-26 
BENCHLEY  COMEDIES 
.SO-  1 . . Trouble  With  Husbands 

(11)  

COLOR  CLASSICS 
(In  Technicolor) 

C9-4..Kick  in  Time,  A (7) 

C9-5 .. Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7)... 

CW-6.  .You  Can’t  Shoe  a Horse- 
fly (7)  

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

K9-7.  .Pacific  Paradise  (10) 6-21 

FASCINATING  JOURNEYS 
(Technicolor) 

. ^River  Thames — Yester- 
day (10)  

GABBY  CARTOONS 

.Constable,  The  (7) 

.King  for  a Day  (7) 

HEADLINER 

A9-  9.  .Blue  Barron  and  His 

Orchestra  (10)  

AO-  2 . . Listen  to  Larry  ( 10)  . . , 

AO-  1.. ^Moments  of  C!haim  of 

1941  (10)  

A9-10.  .Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch. 

(11)  


-H- 


+ 


5-  4 


10-  6 
12-  7 


10-26 

:es 

11-23 

11-  8 

■H- 

12-  7 

5-17 

-4- 

5-18 

7-19 

-1- 

8-31 

8-23 

■f 

8-24 

MO-  1. 


GO-  2 
GO-  1 


Prod. 

Rel. 

Rat- 

No.  Title 

Date 

ing: 

Itev’d 

PARAMOlIIsT'  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly. 

PARAGRAPH  ICS 

V9-  9.. Dangerous  Dollars  (11).. 

. 6-28 

VO-  1.. Nature’s  Nursery  (10)... 
V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

.10-11 

=F 

10-26 

No.  2 (11) 

. 9-  9 

8-24 

VO-  2.. Seeing  Is  Believing  (11). 

.11-22 

12-  7 

V9-  8.  .©Television  Preview  (10), 

. 5-17 

++ 

6-18 

(Lanny  Ross-Ted  Husing) 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

E9-10 ..  Doing:  Inii>ossikible  Stunts 

(7)  

. 8-  2 

4- 

8-17 

EO-  4.. Eugene,  the  Jeep  (7).... 

,12-13 

zh 

12-  7 

E9-  9..F'ightiu’  Pals  (8) 

E8-ll..It’8  the  Natural  Thing  to 

. 7-1:4 

+t 

8-17 

Do  (7)  

. 7-28 

8-26 

EO-  2.. My  Pop,  My  Pop  (7).... 

.10-18 

10-26 

E9-  8.. Nurse  Mates  (7)  

. 6-21 

E9-6..0nion  Pacific  (7) 

EO-  l..Popeye  Meets  William 

. 5-24 

+ 

6-22 

TeU  (7)  

. 9-20 

++ 

10-  6 

E9-12.  .Puttln*  on  the  Act  <7) . . 
E9-11 . . Wiinmin*  Hadn't  Ougrhta 

. 8-30 

+ 

8-24 

Drive  (7)  

. 8-16 

4- 

8-24 

EO-  3.  .With  Poopdeck  Pajjpy  (7) 

11-15 

o 

12-  7 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 


04.106. 

04.107. 
04,109. 
04,114. 
04,113. 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

.Big  Hearted  Pluto  (..)...  1-24 


04,106 

04,112 


.Bone  Trouble  (9) 6-28 

. Donald’s  Vacation  (8) ...  8-9 

.Fire  Chief  (..) 11-22 

. Gone  With  the  Whirlwind 

(..)  11-  1 

.Goofy’s  Glider  (8) 11-  1 

. Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8)  . . 6-  7 
.Mr.  Mouse  Takes  a Trip 


03.704. 

13.701 . 

13.702. 


.11-  8 

S 

11-23 

13,102 

.11-15 

11-23 

.10-18 

+ 

10-26 

13,103 

. 5-31 

+ 

6-22 

13,104 

.10-25 

+ 

10-26 

. 9-13 

-H- 

10-  6 

04.210. 

04.211. 

. 7-19 

+ 

8-31 

04,212. 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 
.Bested  by  a Beard  (20)...  7-26 

.He  Asked  for  It  (18) 9-27 

.Tattle  Tale  vision  (19) 11-29 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

03.111..  No.  11  (18) 

The  U.  S.  Navy. 

03.112..  No.  12  (17) 8-  2 

Spoils  of  Conquest. 

03.113..  ONo.  13  (20) 

Gateways  to  Panama. 

13.101..  No.  1 (19) 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 

.No.  2 (18) 

Britain’s  K.  A.  F. 

.No.  3 (19) 10-25 

Mexico,  Good  Neighbor’s 
Dilemma, 

.No.  4 (19) 11-22 

Arms  and  the  men. 

PATHE  INFORMATION  PLEASE 

.No.  10  (11) 6-17 

No.  11  (10) 

.yNo.  12  (12) 7-12 


10- 

12- 


POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

J9-6..(ll)  6-28 

JO-1.  .(11)  9-6 

JO-2.. (10)  11-  1 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

RO-  1.. Diving  Demons  (10) 9-  6 

RO-  4.  .Marine  Roundup  (10) 12-  6 

RO-  3 .. Motorcycle  Stunting  (10). 11-  8 
RO-  2 . . Sporting  Everglades,  The 

(10)  10-4  44  11-9 

R9-13.  .Sink  or  Swim  (10) 7-12  .... 

STONE  AGE  CARTOONS 
B9-  5.  .Foul  Ball  Player,  The 


10-  6 
12-  7 
11-23 


9-28 

(7)  

5-24 

±: 

6-22 

9-  7 

B9-  9. 

Fulla  Bluff  Man,  The  (7). 

8-  9 

±: 

8 24 

B9-  3. 

.Granite  Hotel  (7) 

4-26 

±: 

5-18 

B9-11. 

.Pedagogical  Institution  (7) 

0-13 

B9-10. 

.Springtime  in  the  Rock- 

age  (7)  

8-30 

7-  6 

B9-  6. 

.Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 

6-14 

11-  9 

B9-  4. 

.Way  Back  When  a Night 

9-  7 

Club  Was  a Stick  (7)... 

5-10 

B9-  8. 

.Way  Back  When  a Razz- 

4-27 

berry  Was  a Fruit  (7) . . 

7-26 

+ 

8-17 

12-  7 

B9-12. 

. Way  Bock  When  Women 

Had  Their  Weigh  (7)  . . . 

9-27 

L9-5. 

.No.  5 

(10) 

5-31 

5-18 

L9-6. 

.No.  6 

(11) 

8-  2 

++ 

8-17 

LO-1. 

.No.  1 

(11) 

9-  7 

-i- 

10-  6 

LO-2. 

.No.  2 

(11)  . ■- 

11-29 

12-  7 

. Billpo.sters  (8) 5-17  4- 


5-25 


8-10 


(8)  

.11-  1 

+ 

11-23 

Pantry  Pirate  (..).. 

04,110.  .Pluto's  Dream  House 

(8) 

. 1-  3 
. 8-30 

9^21 

04,108.  .Put- Put  Trouble  (7). 
04,111.  .Window  Cleaners  (8) 

. 7-19 
. 9-20 

++ 

10-26 

EDGAR  KENNEDY 
13y401..Sunk  by  the  Census 

COMEDIES 
(18)  . 9-  6 

it 

9-21 

03,405.  .’Taint  Legal  (16).... 
04,402.  .TraUer  Tragedy  (17) 

. 5-24 
.10-18 

+ 

li-  9 

. 9-27 

9-21 

. 11-29 

+ 

6-22 

-1- 

8-10 

. 8-24 

+f 

8-31 

. 9-13 

9-21 

.10-  4 

+ 

10-19 

. 10-25 

s 

10-26 

.11-22 

+ 

12-  7 

PLEASE 

++ 

6-22 

. 6-14 

6-15 

. 7-12 

++ 

7-13 

97 

BOXOFFICE  : : December  14,  1940 


No. 


Titio 


Date  ins:  Key’d 


WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS  : 

—j) 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 


TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  3 
Movietone  News,  No.  25 
Mexican  president  takes  office;  Chinese  army 
digs  in  for  winter;  troops  in  Egypt;  Americans 
at  Sydney  en  route  to  U.  S.  from  Japan;  live- 
stock show  in  Chicago;  launch  new  U.  S.  sub- 
marine; new  bombers  ready  at  Seattle;  harvest 
grapefruit  in  Florida;  football. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  223 
Mexican  president  takes  office;  4-H  Club  show; 
litter  of  tiger  cubs;  winter  supplies  for  Chinese 
army;  debate  action  against  fifth  column;  foot- 
ball. 

Paramount  News,  No.  28 
President  Camacho  inaugurated;  livestock  show 
in  Chicago;  storm  in  Texas;  grapefruit  festival 
in  Florida;  tiger  cubs  born;  football. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  28 
Inauguration  of  Mexican  president;  miners 
trapped  in  Ohio  shaft;  Dies  and  Jackson  discuss 
spy  work;  mined  ship  makes  Australian  port; 
bombing  plane  production  speeded  in  Seattle; 
football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  933 
Inaugurate  Mexican  president;  speed  training 
of  conscripts;  line  production  of  bombers  in 
Seattle;  Dies  and  Jackson  discuss  spy  action; 
livestock  show  in  Chicago;  Christmas  windows 
attract  New  York  shoppers;  football. 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  5 
Movietone  News,  No.  26 
Roosevelt  sails  from  Miami;  4-H  Club  awards; 


Prod. 

Rel. 

Rat- 

No.  Title 

Date 

ing 

Key’d 

04. 213.. No.  13  fll) 

8-  ft 

4- 

8-lft 

14.201.. No.  1 (11) 

. 9-16 

zh 

9-21 

14,202..  No.  2 (10) 

.10-  4 

-f 

10-26 

14,203.. No.  3 (10) 

.11-  1 

-1- 

11-23 

PATHE  NEWS 

(Released  Twice  Weekly) 
RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

03,205.  .Goodness,  a Ghost  (16).. 

. 7-  5 

. 7-28 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

04,312.  .Arrow  Points  (8) 

. 7-  5 

±; 

9-21 

04,311 ..  OHurdle  Hoppers  (9)... 

. 6-  7 

14,302 . . Kentucky  Royalty  (9) . . . 

. 9-27 

-1- 

10-26 

14.301 . .Quail  Quest  (9) 

. 8-30 

-t- 

9-21 

14,304.  ..Snow  Fun  (9) 

.11-22 

04. (ill . .Streamlined  (9)  

. 6-21 

14,303.  . Sportsman’s  Partner  (9). 

. 10-25 

4- 

li-2.3 

04,313 .. Trouble  Shooter  (9) 

. 8-  2 

-t- 

9-21 

PICTURE  PEOPLE 

14,401..  No.  1 (10) 

. 9-13 

:± 

9-21 

14, 402.. No.  2 (9) 

.10-11 

10-26 

14,403.. No.  3 (10) 

.11-  8 

+ 

11-23 

RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 

(New  Series) 

13.501..  Bar  Buckaroos  (16) 

03..  *>04,  .Corralling  a Schoolmariu 

.11-  8 

o 

11-23 

(20)  

-1- 

8-10 

KEELISMS 
(New  Series) 

04. 61  3 . Hats  (9)  

. 8-16 

01.610.  .St ra.v  l4)mb  (8) 

. 5-24 

-f 

6-15 

04,61 1 . .Streamlined  (9)  

. 8-10 

8-10 

04, 612  . Week  End  (9) 

20th  Century-Fox 

ADVUNTl'RKS  OF  A NEWS  CAMERAMAN 
0201 . . Conquering:  the  Colorado 


(11)  

++ 

8-19 

1201 . . y Midget  Motor  Mania 

(10)  

.11-  8 

10-19 

0201 . .Sanctuary  of  the  Seals  (9)  6-  7 

-1- 

6-22 

BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOT— 

RIP1.EY 

1601.  .Acquitted  by  the  Sea  (10) 

9-27 

4+ 

10-19 

ED  THORGERSEN— SPORTS 

030(> ..  Action  on  Ice  (9) 

. 7-19 

1303.  .Bowling  for  Strikes  (10). 

.12-20 

-f 

10-19 

1302.  .Lure  of  the  Trout  (9).... 

.10-11 

-f- 

12-  7 

1301 . .0Va<*ation  Time  in  Florida 

(8)  

. 8-10 

8-17 

FATHER  HUBBARD’S  AI.ASKAN 

ADVENTURES 

1101..  Eskimo  Trails  (10) 

. 8-  2 

+ 

8-17 

1103.. Isle  of  Mystery  (10) 

.10-26 

FASHIONS 

(In  Technicolor) 

0603 ..  Fashion  Forecasts  No.  7 

(8)  

. 6-21 

0604.  .Faj^hion  Foreca.sts  No.  8 

(8)  

. 6-21 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  Twice  AVeekly 
I.EW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE  PUSS 


PARADE 

0101.  .Cheerio  My  Dears  (9)....  7-6  .... 

1101 . .Griinters  and  Groaners  (8).  8-30  -j-  8-17 

1402.  .Tale  of  Butch  the  Parrot, 

The  (..)  12-6  

I.OWEI.L  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 

1102.  .©Florida,  Land  of  Flowers 

(9)  9-13  ± 8-17 

1018  . Isle  of  the  East  (9) 5-24  4-  6-8 

1104.  .Old  Dominion  State  (10). 11-22  -)-  12-  7 

TERRY-TOONS 
1551.. ©Billy  Mouse’s  Akwakade 

(7)  8-9  qz  8-17 


Kentucky's  queen  of  tobacco;  British  Mediter- 
ranean squadron  bags  Italian  bomber;  Italian 
plane  shot  down  in  London;  Mexican  president 
receives  vice-president-eiect  Waiiace  after  inaug- 
urai;  Postmaster  General  Walker  urges  early 
mailing;  swimming  suit  fashions  by  Vyvyan  Don- 
ner;  physical  poise  tableau;  female  boxer  in 
training. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  224 
British  Navy  bags  Italian  bomber;  Italian  raider 
shot  down  in  London;  Roosevelt  sails  from  Miami; 
vice-president-elect  Wallace  visits  Mexico’s  West 
Point;  Metropolitan  Opera  opens;  pro  football. 

Paramount  News,  No.  29 
Roosevelt  sails  on  West  Indies  cruise;  Wallace 
in  Me.xico;  test  “climbing  boat”  at  New  Or- 
leans; Springfield  College  students  show  physi- 
cal poise;  Burns  and  Allen  spur  coast  navy  re- 
cruiting; England  at  war:  Africa,  at  home,  in 
Mediterranean;  football. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  29 
President  leaves  Miami  on  cruise;  Italian  bomb- 
ers raid  British  fleet;  4-H  Club  awards;  Eddie 
Cantor  shows  Tommy  Harmon  his  radio  tech- 
nique: test  new  defense  boat  at  New  Orleans: 
Canadian  army  in  mechanized  maneuvers. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  934 
British  rescue  downed  Italian  raider;  Canada 
speeds  troop  training;  F.  D.  R.  sails  from  Miami; 
Wallace  in  Mexico;  healthiest  youngsters  chosen; 
pet  hen  lays  egg  in  kitchen;  Buffalo  has  canine 
traffic  cop;  prize  cats  in  feline  show;  pro  football. 


Prod.  Rel.  Rat- 

No.  Title  Date  ing  Key’d 


05.59.  . Catnip  Caiters  (7) 6-31  ++  6-22 

1501..  Cluh  Life  in  the  Stone 

Age  (7)  8-23  

1503..  Happy  Haunting  Grounds 

(7)  10-18  

1553..  How  Wet  Was  My  Ocean 

(7)  10-4  o 10-19 

0517.. 1.oye  in  a Cottage  (7)....  7-28  .... 

1554 . . Landing  of  the  Pilgrims  . 

(7)  11-  1 12-7 

1552..  Lucky  Duck,  The  (7) 9-6  

1504..  Magic  Pencil,  The  (7) 11-15  -}-  12  7 

0514 . . Professor  Oftke.vski  (7)....  6-14  ± 6-8 

1.555.  .©Plane  Goofy  (7) 11-29  ± 12-7 

0515 ..  Royer’s  Rescue  (7) 6-28  .... 

0516  Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 7-12  

0513  .Swiss  Ski  Yodelers  t7)...  5-17  -|-  6-8 

1505..  5.ow  Man,  The  (7) 12-13  

1502 . . Tonchdown  Demons  (7)  . ..  9-20  ± 10-19 

15.56.  . ©Tem|)eramental  Lion,  The 

(7)  12-27  


Universal 

l.ANTZ  CARTUNES 


(Technicolor) 

5241 . .Crazyhoiise  (7%)  9-23  .... 

5243.  Knock-Knock  (7)  11-25  — 12-  7 

5242.  .ORecruitiiig  Daze  (6) 10-28  11-9 

Syncopated  Sioux  (..)....  12-30  .... 


6202.. Alice  in  Movieland  (20)... 11-16  ± 12-  7 
6202  Ed  Sullivan’s  HolljAvood 


(20)  11-16 

6201.. Just  a Cute  Kid  (20) 10-  5 


4008.  . Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride  (20)..  9-9  

5109.  . OSpills  for  Thrills  (19)..  6-15  +f  8-3 

5110.. Young  America  Flies  (20).  8-3  

THE  COLOR  PARADE 


(New  Scries) 

5110 . .Famous  Movie  Dogs  (10)..  7-27  -|-  8-17 

5408.  .Mechanix  Illustrated 

No.  4 (10)  6-29  -f  6-15 

5410.. Movie  Dog  Stars  (10)....  8-17  .... 

5409.  .Valley,  The  (8)  7-20  -|-  7-6 


ELSA  MAXWELL’S  BLUE  RIBBON 
COMEDIES 

6101.. Riding  Into  Society  (19)..  9-  7 ± 8-31 

HOLLYWOOD  NOVELTY 


6301.  .Football  Thrills  (10) 9-28  -f-  8-31 

6303.  .Mexican  Jumping  Beans 

(10)  12-  7 + 12-7 

6302..  5.ark  Hunting  (10) 11-  9 .... 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

6601 ..  Calling  Dr.  Porky  (7) 9-21  .... 

5614.  .Chewin’  Bruin,  The  (7)...  6-  8 ± 6-22 

5616.  .Patient  Porky  (7) 8-24  4+  8-24 

5615 . . Porky’s  Basehall  Broad- 

cast (7)  7-6  +4  7-6 

6604.  .Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7).. 11-30  

5612.  .Porky’s  Poor  Fish  (7) 5-18  

6602.  .Prehistoric  Porky  (7) 10-12  + 10-26 

6603..  50.r  Puss  (7) 11-2  

6605..  Timid  Toreador  (7) 12-21 

5613..  You  Ought  to  Be  in 

Pictures  (7)  5-18  -|-  5-18 

MELODY  MASTERS 
6503.  .Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (10).. 11-23 

6502..  Joe  Relchman  & Orch. 

(10)  10-26  

5508.  .Larry  Clinton  & OreK  (10)  5-25  .... 

6501.. Matt.v  Malneck  & Band 

(10)  9-14  44  8-24 

.5.509.  Ozzie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10).  6-29  44  7-6 

5510.  .Woody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  7-27  

MERRIE  MELODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

6706.  .Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (7)  . .11-23  

5326.  .Ceiling  Hero  (7) 7-6  

5321..  Circus  Today  (7) 6-22  -f  7-6 

5323..  Egg  Collector  (7) 7-20  

5319..  Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  5-25  ± 5-18 

5325..  Ghost  Wanted  (7) 8-10  

6104  . Good  Niglit  Elmer  (7) 10-26  

6703.  .Holiday  Highlight  (7) 10-12  11  9 

5322..  Little  Blabbermouse  (7) . . 7-  6 44  8-17 

6701..  Malibu  Beach  Party  (7)..  9-14  ± 9-7 

6707..  0.  Fox  and  Hounds  (7)  . 12-  7 

6708 . . Shop,  Look  and  Listen 

(7)  12-21  

5318.  Sniffles  Takes  a Trip  (7).  5-11  

6702.  .Stagefright  (7)  9-28  + 11-9 

5320.  .Tom  Thumb  in  Trouble 

(7)  6-8  ± 6-15 

6705..  Wacky  Wild  Life  (7) 11-  9 

5324  . Wild  Hare,  A (7) 7-27  


GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  McNAMEE 

4362..  No.  77  (9) 5-27 

4363  . No.  78  (9) 6-17 

4364..  No.  79  (9) 7-18 

4365..  No.  80  (9V-)  . . ■ 8-12 

5351..  No.  81  (9) 9-23 

5352..  No.  82  (9) 10-14 

,5.3.53.. No.  83  (9) 11-11 

5354..  No.  84  (9) 12-23 

53.53.  . No.  85  (9) 1-22 


SPECIAL  TWO  KEELERS 


5110  . Swing  With  Bing  (19) 9-  4 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

4382..  No.  77  (9) 5-20 

4.383..  No.  78  (9) 6-10 

4384.  .No.  79  (9) 7-8 

4385..  No.  80  (9) 8-5 

5371.  .No.  81  (9) 9-16 

5372.  .No.  82  (9) 10-  7 

6373.  .No.  83  (8) 11-  4 

5374.  .No.  84  (9) 12-2 

5375.  .No.  85  (9) 1-1 

5376..  No.  86  (9) 2-5 

TWO  REEL  MUSICALS 

5221..  Class  in  Swing  (17) 9-11 

5223.  .Congamania  (17)  10-16 

Jose  Cansino  Dancers, 

Eddie  Durant  & Orch. 

4231 ..  Hawaiian  Rhythm  (17)....  7-17 

Harry  Owens  and  His 
Royal  Hawaiians. 


4233..  1 Dream  of  Jeanie  With  the 

IJght  Brown  Hair  (17) . 8-28 

4110..  March  of  Freedom  (21)...  9-  6 

4230.  .Naughty  Nineties  (18) 6-17 

5224.  .Tickled  Pinky  ( . .) 12-25 

Pinlcy  Tomlin,  Martha  Til- 
ton and  the  Pickard  Family. 

.5223.  .Torrid  Tempos  (18) 11-27 

4232.  .Varsity  Vanities  (1744i)  . • «-  7 
Six  Hits  and  a Miss, 

Martha  Tilton. 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 


-f 

-I- 


-f 

4- 

-f- 

-I- 

+ 


-I- 


++ 


SPORTS  PARADE 


(Color) 

6-22  6402.. Dogs  You  Seldom  See  (10). 11-  2 

6403..  Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

8- 3  (10)  11-30 

6401..  Fly  Fishing  (10) 9-21 

9- 21  TECHNICOLOR 

....  5006.  .Cinderella’s  Feller  (20)...  6-  1 

....  6001.. Flag  of  Humanity  (20)... 10-19 

....  6002.. March  on  Marines  (20)... 12-14 

....  5007.. Pony  Express  Days  (20)..  7-13 

5008 . . Service  With  the  Colors 
„ „ (20)  8-31 


vitaphone  varieties 

5706.. All  Girl  Revue  (10) 6-22 

6-22  .5705  . Radio  and  Relatives  (10)..  6-26 

6-22 

Serials 

9-21 


1180 

1120 

12-  7 

973 

7-27 

081 

082 

9-21 

5781 

12-  7 5681 

8-  3 

.5581 


COLUMBIA 

..Deadw’ood  Dick  7-19 

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, Lorna  Gray. 

..Green  Archer,  The 10-25 


15  Chapters.  Victor  Jory, 
REPUBLIC 

..Adventures  of  Red  Ryder.  6-15 
Don  “Red”  Barry. 

. . King  of  the  Royal 

Mounted  9-20 

12  Chapters.  Allan  Lane. 

. .Mysterious  Doctor  Satan  12-13 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Wilcox. 
UNIVERSAL 


. . Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24 

15  Chapters.  Warren  Hull. 

. . Sky  Raiders  4-  8 

12  Chapters. 

. .Junior  G-Men  9-  1 

12  Chapters.  Dead  End 
Kids,  Little  Tough  Guys. 

..Winners  of  the  West 7-  2 

13  Chapters.  Dick  Fo- 
ran.  Anno  Nagel. 


-I- 

+ 

-t- 

+ 

+ 

+ 


+ 

H 

-t- 

4- 

-I- 


8-31 

12-  7 
10-26 

6- 15 
10-26 

7- '6 


7- 27 

11-  9 

6-  8 

8- 24 
11-23 

11-  9 

8-  3 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  SI. 00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  • 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

FOLLOW  THE  PARADE  FOR  BAR- 
GAINS — Peerless-Preddy  lamps,  soimd 
systems,  300  Heywood  spring-cushion 
chairs,  ampiifiers,  speakers,  projectors, 
complete  set  stage  drapes.  Lists  furnished. 
WESTERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COM- 
PANY, Omaha,  Neb. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


RECTIFIER  BULBS — Fifteen  ampere, 
$5.75;  Fire  Extinguishers,  $2.95;  Projec- 
tor Oil,  gallon,  79c;  Powers  Intermittent 
Lubricant,  29c;  Jensen  Tweeters,  $14.95; 
Dupont  Washable  Soundscreens,  26  ^/^c 
square  foot.  Theatres  completely  equipped 
cheap.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP., 
NEW  YORK. 


SENSATIONALLY  LOW  PRICES  NOW 
IN  EFFECT.  “LIGHTMASTER”  one-kilo- 
watt projection  arc  lamps.  Unmistakably 
better  snow-white  projection  light.  “DUO 
SOUNDMASTER”  sound  heads,  with  the 
stabilizing  gyrofilter,  no-shock  starting,  in- 
stant lateral  adjustment;  amplifiers  with 
copper  sulphide  DC  exciter  lamp  supply 
and  calibrated  volume  control;  two-way 
horn  systems.  Write  for  complete  cata- 
logue new  and  reconditioned  sound  and 
projection  equipment.  SCOTT-BALLAN- 
TYNE  CO.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


SOUNDHEADS,  $9.95;  Amplifiers,  $9.95; 
Portable  Sound  Projectors,  $59.50;  Cut- 
awl,  $50.00;  Reflector  Arcs,  Rectifiers, 
$24.50;  Powers  Projectors,  $39.50;  Simplex 
Intermittents,  $6.95;  Lenses,  $2.95.  S.O.S., 
636  Eleventh  Avenue,  New  York. 

BUY  NOTHING — Until  you’ve  compared 
our  prices.  Guaranteed  savings  of  from 
10%  to  40%.  Write  us.  STAR  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CO.,  440  West  45th  St.,  New 
York  City. 

1,500  USED  SPRING  theatre  seats  for 
sale — 50c  each.  People’s  Theatre,  47th 
and  Ashland,  Chicago,  111. 

FOR  SALE — RCA  sound.  Acme  rectifiers, 
Superior  projectors,  250  chairs.  Ritz  The- 
atre, Council  Groves,  Kas. 

USED  VENEER  and  upholstered  chairs. 
Ben  B.  Poblocki  & Sons  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 


A-1  Equipment.  Now  operating.  $800.00. 
B-1306,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


How  To  Increase 
Holiday  Business 


Read  Special  Xmas-New  Year's  Editions  of 
"INSPIRATION,"  FREE!  Write  for  copies. 


FfLMACK  TRAILER  CO. 

837  SOUTH  WABASH  AVE.  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  unbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

LIVE  WIRE  COMBINATION  MAN. 
Manager,  signs,  exploitation,  projectionist; 
desires  change.  20  years  experience;  39, 
married.  West.  B-1309,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

HAVE  SEVEN  YEARS  experience.  Ush- 
er, secretary,  asst,  manager,  manager  va- 
rious theatres.  Age  thirty,  married,  will 
go  anywhere.  What  have  you?  C.  W. 
Valentine,  Grafton  Theatre,  Grafton,  Ohio. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

THEATRE  at  Spring  Green,  Wis.  Good 
surrounding  farming  community  and 
small  towns.  No  competition.  Purchased 
or  leased.  Ben  B.  Poblocki  and  Sons 
Company,  2159  S.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

THEATRE  FOR  SALE — Good  business. 
1,500  population.  Must  sell  on  account  of 
other  business.  Frank  Dyson,  Box  21, 
Stanton,  Tex. 

TWO  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  thea- 
tres. Separate  towns,  2,500  population 
each.  No  competition,  early  runs,  low 
rental  leases.  RCA  and  Western  Electric 
sound.  Owner.  B-1307,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

THEATRE:  SOUTHEASTTIRN  IOWA. 
240  seats.  Population  900.  Brick  building. 
Seven  nights.  $2,500.00,  part  cash.  Terms. 
B-1308,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 

NEW  CATALOG  of  35mm  Roadshow 
Attractions  for  outright  sale  only.  Any 
type  of  picture  you  want  from  $25.00  to 
$300.00.  Sex,  gangster,  horror,  westerns, 
action  pictures.  Like  new  prints.  (Men- 
tion Boxoffice).  BUSS  A FILM  EX- 
CHANGE, FRIENDSHIP,  OHIO. 


HELP  WANTED 

WANTED — Experienced  assistant  man- 
ager to  specialize  in  exploiting  and  art 
work.  State  experience  and  salary.  B-1302, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


PRINTING 


500  LETTERHEADS,  500  envelopes,  both 
for  $3.90,  postpaid.  Morrow  Printing  Co., 
Wolfe  City,  Texas. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

THEATRE  WANTTID:  Wisconsin.  Small 
town;  lease  or  buy.  Give  full  details. 
B-1305,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


pussa  jFilm  Cxctjange 

Friendship,  Ohio 

Nov.  28,  1940 

Boxoffice, 

4804  E.  9th  St., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Gentlemen : 

Well,  I must  say  the  results  we 
are  getting  from  our  ad  is  most  pleas- 
ing. Never  saw  anything  like  it  be- 
fore. 

We  spend  plenty  of  advertising 
money  each  year  and  from  the  results 
we  are  getting  from  our  first  ad  with 
your  paper,  it  looks  like  you  are  go- 
ing to  get  plenty  of  ads  from  us  in 
the  future. 

Very  cordially  yours, 

Chester  Bussa, 

CB/DB  Bussa  Film  Exchange 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER”  BLANK 

BOXOFFICE.  I,  i 

4804  East  Ninth  St.,  ^ 4 insertions 

V /-■.  M With  Order)\ 

Kansas  City.  Mo.  | p^ce  of  3 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad  times  in  your  “CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE.  Here- 
with is  check  □ cash  □ Money  order  □ in  the  amount  of  $ 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSinCATION  WANTED  


Name  and  address  should  be  included  in  the  word  count. 
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• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 


Since  1933 


A VITAL  EXHIBITORS’  SERVICE 


WORTH  A YOUNG 

FORTUNE  -yef  YOU 

MAY  HAVE  IT  C D C C 
ABSOLUTELY  rRCb 


Now 


MORE  VALUABLE 

than  ever! 


In  keeping  with  the  new  trend  of  things  to  come,  BOXOFFIC 
has  further  improved  this  fine  service.  Starting  in  January  tl 
method  of  filing  BOXOFFICE  Feature  Reviews  in  The  PICTUE 
GUIDE  will  be  a long  step  further  simplified. 


The  dating  and  bookkeeping  pages  of  the  GUIDE  contim 
the  best  in  the  business.  Viz.: 


"We  find  your  date  and  Record  Book  very  valu- 
able. In  fact,  it  is  the  best  theatre  bookkeeping 
book  we  have  had  yet  and  we  intend  to  use  it 
permanently.  Be  sure  and  keep  my  name  on  your 
list  of  annual  receivers  of  this  marvelous  service 
book." 

— Mark  Rubinsky 
LYRIC  THEATRE, 
WILLIAMSTOWN,  PA. 


Hundreds  of  letters  in  our  files  similarly  attest  to  tl 
PRACTICAL  SERVICE  VALUE  of  this  great  book.  An 
remember,  it  is  POCKET  SIZE  and  fits  snugly  into  coi 
pocket — easy  to  take  to  the  exchange  when  booking  ar 
dating  pictures.  The  PICTURE  GUIDE  extends  the  usi 
value  of  BOXOFFICE'S  reliable  reviews.  No  need  to  re! 
on  memory — they're  right  with  you  when  you  use  Tl 
PICTURE  GUIDE. 


Date  , 194 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS, 

4804  East  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  (52  issues)  for 
BOXOFFICE  (13  of  which  contain  The  MODERN  THEATRE  section), 
including  BOXOFFICE  PICTURE  GUIDE,  and  Annual  BAROMETER. 
Herewith  is  $2.00. 

Theatre 
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REATEST  attraction  in  the  history  of  show  bush 
ness, “Gone  With  The  Wind”  is  now  available  for 
booking.  As  these  lines  are  printed,  other  lines  wait 
eagerly  at  the  box-office  of  Loew’s  Grand  Theatre, 
Atlanta,  where  the  First  Anniversary  Premiere  of 
this  renowned  production  is  being  celebrated. 


ITH  fitting  ceremony,  with  famed  stars  and  festivi- 
ties, “Gone  With  The  Wind”  is  being  launched 
in  Atlanta  prior  to  its  general  release  nationwide. 
The  scene  of  its  original,  spectacular  triumph 
again  resounds  to  acclaim  that  echoes  through  the 
press  of  America  to  the  far  corners  of  the  country. 


HE  magic  name  will  soon  be  on  your  marquee.  For 
the  countless  millions  who  have  not  yet  seen  this 
history -making  entertainment — for  the  countless 
millions  who  wait  to  see  it  again — “GONE  WITH 
The  Wind”  comes  in  its  entirety,  exactly  as  road- 
shown.  Full  length!  Nothing  cut  but  the  price! 


HEN  you  book  it,  bear  in  mind  that  you  are  playing 
an  attraction  which  has  broken  every  existing 
box-office  record  for  extended  runs  and  for  gross 
business  in  its  road-show  engagements;  the  pic- 
ture that  Gallup  poll  figures  reveal  55  million 
Americans  want  to  see.  That  includes  your  patrons. 
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MEANWHILE,  BUSINESS  AS  USUAL 


AS  THE  days  and  the  weeks  more  deeply  encircle 
that  momentous  November  20  on  which  the  decree 
became  official,  the  conclusion  and  the  uncertainty  which 
your  observer  had  anticipated  in  direct  aftermath  are 
well  on  their  way. 

You  will  find  it  reflected  in  the  divergent  points  of 
view  and  the  ever-growing  list  of  presumed  methods 
of  procedure  which  the  forecasters  think  will  prevail. 
There  is  one  authority  whose  standing  clearly  rates  at- 
tention who  foresees  an  end  to  duals,  but  whether  it 
is  an  instance  of  wish  fulfillment  or  not  depends  on 
what  extent  you  may  credit  his  analysis. 

There  are  several  others  who  are  confident  the  exhibi- 
tor, starting  with  now,  will  develop  a product  backlog 
to  reinforce  his  film  situation  by  the  time  blocks  of  five 
start  swinging  and  also  by  way  of  stiffening  his  re- 
sistance to  the  new  selling  methods — and  its  terms.  And 
now  there  is  Allied,  via  a bulletin,  declaring,  "The  wise 
exhibitor,  to  avoid  a possible  shortage  and  to  give  him- 
self breathing  time  in  his  buying,  will  not  needlessly 
squander  pictures  between  now  and  next  fall."  With 
this,  in  addition,  "He  will  have  this  transition  from  the 
old  method  to  the  new  in  mind  in  deciding  whether 
to  cancel  pictures  or  to  pull  them  before  they  have 
played  the  maximum  number  of  days  under  the  license. 
Extended  playing  time  on  strong  pictures  may  be  a good 
policy  for  more  reasons  than  one.  In  any  event,  save 
some  pictures  for  a rainy  day." 

Ivan  Spear,  eyes  and  ears  in  Hollywood  for  BOX- 
OFFICE,  reports  of  the  studios'  discovery  there  is  a 
decree,  their  awakening  to  its  potential  impact,  their 
calculations  on  changes  of  procedure,  their  current  im- 
pression of  the  need  for  a better  timing  and  spacing  of 
the  avowedly  big  attraction  in  order  to  have  one  ready 
for  each  block.  There  is  interest,  too,  in  the  interchange- 
ability  phase  under  five-group  selling  and  an  increas- 
ing speculation  over  the  effect  this  may  have  on  a re- 
valuation of  star  values  for  so  long  immutable  in  coast 
eyes. 

Here  in  New  York,  a school  of  thought,  as  early  as 
now,  is  quite  convinced  there  will  be  no  interchange- 
ability  and  that  the  group  offered  to  one  will  go  on  the 
auction  block  for  all.  But  if  you  want  to  know  what 
we  think,  we  tell  you  that  kind  of  an  effort  certainly 
will  be  made  because  it  would  be  easier  that  way.  But 
our  crystal  ball — and  we  have  one  like  all  the  others — 
advises  the  distributor  may  find  it  otherwise  because 
star  values  have  a manner  of  fluctuating  so  that  the  per- 
sonality depended  upon  to  lead  a block  in  one  territory 
will  not  turn  the  trick  in  another  territory  where  he  may 
not  be  quite  so  hot. 


In  all  the  hinterlands,  the  decree  itself  is  a strange 
and  unfamiliar  instrument  which  few  understand  and, 
by  public  oratory,  few  continue  to  want.  Theatremen, 
in  many  instances,  are  quite  certain  they  will  not  look 
at  all  the  product.  Some  are  wondering  how  they  can 
find  the  time  to  spend  in  exchange  centers  and  the 
money  to  make  the  round  trips  provided  they  had  the 
inclination. 

Thus,  talk  is  circulating  freely  that  the  removed  ex- 
hibitor will  depend  on  a buying  representative  in  the 
key  center  which  is  a new  and  dressed-up  term  for  book- 
ing combines.  This,  in  turn,  raises  a problem  in  distribu- 
tor attitudes  and  opens  the  question  if  he  will  not  be 
compelled  by  new  and  forthcoming  circumstances  to 
recognize  generally  this  kind  of  a buying  method. 

In  Minneapolis,  Northwest  Allied  talks  about  a state 
law  openly  designed  to  nullify  much  of  the  decree  but  to 
cover  grievances  through  a modified  code  of  trade  prac- 
tices, the  original  of  which  was  rejected  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice.  But  in  Washington,  Allied  scores  ex- 
hibitor "champions"  who  promised  and  threatened  much 
by  observing  "all  these  grandiose  plans  have  melted 
like  the  snow  in  the  spring."  Therefore,  on  the  one  hand, 
you  get  a picture  of  the  Minneapolis  scheme  and,  on 
the  other,  national  Allied's  viewpoint  in  language  which 
states: 

"It  is  possible  some  of  the  exhibitors'  champions  have 
taken  time  to  read  a law  book.  Maybe  they  have 
learned  how  difficult  it  is  for  one  to  appeal  from  a decree 
to  which  he  is  not  a party;  possibly  they  have  learned 
something  about  the  law  governing  collateral  attacks 
on  decrees;  they  may  even  have  learned  that  the  laws 
of  the  national  government  are  supreme  and  that  the 
states  must  give  full  faith  and  credit  to  the  judgments 
and  decrees  of  the  federal  courts  issued  pursuant  thereto." 

And  yet,  out  of  all  the  confusion  and  uncertainty,  one 
beacon  light  penetrates  the  fog.  It  tells  this: 

Between  now  and  1941-42,  this  is  an  industry  which 
must  continue  to  function.  It  is  well  and  it  is  necessary 
to  prepare  for  the  new  order.  It  is  necessary  and  well, 
likewise,  to  remember  huge  investments  are  at  stake; 
that  they  demand  protection  and  nurturing;  that  the 
present  should  not  be  sidetracked  for  the  future;  that, 
during  alterations,  it  is  customary  and  accepted  that 
business  continues  as  usual. 


MAY  DROP  $400-$500,000  NEGATIVES,  MAKE 
BIG  ONES  BIGGER  AND  CHEAP  ONES  CHEAPER 

"B"  Pictures  Apparently  Trade  Sho\vs  Likelv  MovB  On  to  Settle 

Not  Wanted;  Booking  t m - 

Problems  Cited  III  Ghdill  Ist  RuilS  U.  S.-ScMllB  Suil 


New  York — Elimination  of  the  middle 
class  picture — those  which  cost  from  $400,- 
000  to  $500,000 — by  the  “Big  Five”  is  seen 
by  several  sales  executives  under  the  group 
of  five  selling  plan  which  becomes  effec- 
tive next  season  with  the  decree. 

Exhibitors  for  some  time  have  com- 
plained to  distributors  not  to  make  the 
in-between  picture  because  of  the  booking 
problem  in  handling  them.  Many  theatre 
operators  say  they  would  rather  have  a 
good  supply  of  “A”  films  and  a sufficient 
supply  of  the  smaller  type  production. 
One  group  they  apparently  do  not  want  is 
the  attraction  classified  as  “B.” 

Theatre  men  point  out  that  a well-bal- 
anced program  requires  a good  “A”  pic- 
ture at  a given  percentage  figure  and  an- 
other ordinary  film  purchased  at  flat 
rental.  The  “B”  film  is  usually  scaled 
from  20  to  30  per  cent  and  two  of  these 
cannot  hold  up  as  well  as  a good  leadoff 
film  on  a percentage  in  the  upper  brackets 
and  a flat  rental,  moderately  produced  sec- 
ond feature. 

Several  of  the  majors  are  understood  to 
be  gearing  their  production  forces  to  meet 
the  exhibitor  demand.  One  company,  for 
instance,  has  divided  its  current  program 
into  two  classes.  One  is  for  pictures  cost- 
ing on  an  average  of  $800,000  and  the 
other  for  a group  of  program  films  aver- 
aging $150,000  each. 

Paramount  in  Line 

Paramount  theatre  partners,  at  their 
recent  meetings  on  the  coast,  are  under- 
stood to  have  urged  Y.  Frank  Freeman  to 
make  25  “A”  films  and  another  25  in  the 
lower  brackets.  The  suggestion  is  being 
seriously  considered  at  the  studio,  it  is 
stated. 

For  pictures  of  the  unusual  type,  such 
as  “Gone  With  the  Wind”  and  “Boom 
Town”  there  is  no  need  for  a second  at- 
traction, exhibitors  declare;  hence,  their 
desire  to  cooperate  in  increasing  admis- 
sions and  grant  extended  playing  time. 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck  is  reported  to  be  set- 
ting up  his  production  program  along  the 
lines  recommended  by  Paramount  part- 
ners and  reputedly  is  finding  the  results 
favorable. 

If  the  plan  outlined  by  exhibitors  is  ac- 
cepted, ^stributors  with  50  pictures  for 
the  season  will  find  no  problem  in  dis- 
posing of  their  groups  of  five,  it  is  said. 
Under  the  plan,  at  least  two  top  pictures 
would  be  available  in  each  group,  these  to 
be  coupled  with  two  or  three  ordinary  pic- 
tures which  would  meet  with  approval 
from  exhibitors  double  featuring,  it  is 
stated.  It  would  also  make  it  easier  for 
the  salesman  contacting  accounts  in  that 
he  would  be  assured  a definite  number  of 
big  pictures  and  a set  quota  of  cheaper 
films. 


Hazen  Back  East 

New  York — Joseph  H.  Hazen,  aide  to 
Harry  M.  Warner,  president  of  Warner,  is 
back  from  the  coast  after  conferring  with 
the  company  head  on  the  operations  of 
the  decree.  'i. 


New  York — Sales  representatives  of  the 
“Big  Five”  are  understood  mulling  over 
the  possibility  of  using  major  circuit  thea- 
tres for  trade  showings  in  all  important 
cities  where  they  are  represented. 

The  idea,  if  adopted,  may  also  extend  to 
areas  not  identified  currently  as  exchange 
centers  in  an  effort  to  aid  small  town  ex- 
hibitors far  removed  from  big  cities. 

While  the  plan  will  not  necessarily  re- 
sult in  savings,  it  will  mean  efficiency  in 
that  actual  showplaces  will  be  used  for 
trade  screenings.  These  screenings  will 
not  be  combined  with  regular  public  show- 
ings, according  to  one  source  who  indicates 
special  performances  either  will  be  held 
before  the  public  is  admitted  or  after  regu- 
lar shows  are  concluded. 

Mull  Cooperative  Plan 

It  may  also  develop  that  a cooperative 
plan  will  be  worked  out  among  the  majors 
playing  the  product  of  a company  not 
represented  by  its  own  theatre  unit  in  a 
key  city.  That  is  to  say  Loew’s  which  may 
have  Paramount  product  first  run  in  a 
given  situation,  may  screen  that  lineup  for 
the  trade  because  of  the  lack  of  a Para- 
mount first  run  in  the  city,  and  vice  versa. 
The  same  may  apply  to  Warner  and  20th- 
Fox,  the  latter  through  National  Theatres 
in  which  it  has  a 42  per  cent  stock  interest. 

In  the  south,  northwest  and  west  where 
exchanges  cover  enormous  territories  and 
where  one  or  two  of  the  majors  operates 
in  the  smaller  towns  the  circuits  may  be 
asked  to  make  their  houses  available  for 
trade  screenings  in  an  effort  to  help  out 
the  exhibitor  who  would  ordinarily  have  to 
travel  large  distances  to  catch  pictures. 

All  distributors  are  still  opposed  to  buy- 
ing and  booking  combinations  but  read- 
ily admit  the  decree  provision  for  trade 
screenings  may  very  well  mushroom  a flood 
of  these  organizations  unless  some  sort  of 
plan  is  worked  out  to  deal  directly  with 
the  individual  exhibitor.  The  breaking  up 
of  large  territories  by  holding  special 
showings  in  various  localities  within  the 
overall  areas  would  be  one  way  to  continue 
the  present  relationship  with  the  small 
type  theatre  operator,  it  is  said. 


Washington — Willard  S.  McKay,  New 
York  counsel  for  the  Schine  circuit,  has 
been  here  conferring  with  department  of 
justice  representatives  on  a possible  set- 
tlement of  the  anti-trust  suit  now  pending 
in  Buffalo  against  the  circuit. 

It  is  understood  government  representa- 
tives offered  McKay  the  alternative  of 
signing  a consent  decree  similar  in  many 
respects  to  the  one  signatured  by  the  “Big 
Five”  or  going  ahead  with  the  suit.  Schine’s 
attorney  is  reported  to  have  turned  down 
the  decree  because  he  feels  his  client’s  po- 
sition is  different  from  the  major  circuits 
in  many  respects. 

Among  his  objections  to  the  decree  is 
the  non-theatre  expansion  clause.  The 
Schine  chain  operates,  or  is  interested  in, 
150  to  160  theatres  in  a number  of  east- 
ern states  and  has  been  continually  add- 
ing units  in  the  areas  in  which  it  is  now 
represented. 

Indications  are  that  further  meetings 
will  be  held  with  department  of  justice 
representatives  in  the  hope  of  arriving  at 
an  amicable  arrangement  and  avoiding  ac- 
tual trial. 

Reports  have  been  current  for  some  time 
that  the  division  handling  the  trust  suits 
against  Griffith,  Schine  and  Crescent  cir- 
cuits does  not  have  sufficient  funds  for 
lengthy  litigation  and  would  like  to  set- 
tle the  three  actions  by  decrees. 

No  dates  for  trial  have  been  set  on  any 
of  the  three  independent  suits.  The  gov- 
ernment is  anxious  to  first  get  the  amend- 
ed and  supplemental  complaint  against 
Universal,  Columbia  and  UA  out  of  the 
way  before  prosecuting  these  circuits.  An 
agreement  has  been  reached  with  counsel 
for  the  “Little  Three”  to  try  one  case  at  a 
time  and  with  sufficient  notice  for  prepa- 
ration. The  Griffith  action  may  be  the 
first  slated  for  trial  and  this  may  be  set 
ahead  of  the  “Little  Three”  suit. 


New  York — Declining  to  discuss  the 
Washington  report,  Willard  S.  McKay, 
counsel  for  the  Schine  circuit,  tells  Box- 
office,  “Anything  I would  say  at  this  time 
would  be  premature.” 


<? 

Won^t  Divulge  Arbitration  Costs 

New  York — The  percentage  of  the  gross  each  of  the  “Big  Five"  will  pay  toward 
maintaining  arbitration  under  the  decree  will  be  held  strictly  confidential  by  the 
American  Arbitration  Ass'n.  Each  company  will  privately  submit  its  figures  to  the 
AAA.  It  is  understood  each  company  is  now  working  on  its  figures  which  will  not  be 
available  for  some  time  due  to  the  fact  some  companies  operate  on  the  calendar 
year  instead  of  a fiscal  year. 

About  a year  ago,  when  discussions  for  settlement  of  the  all-industry  suit  were 
held  with  the  department  of  commerce.  Price,  Waterhouse  prepared  a confidential 
tabulation  of  each  company's  gross.  However,  the  war  has  brought  about  consider- 
able changes  in  the  consolidated  balance  sheets  and  new  figures  will  have  to  be 
submitted  for  the  AAA. 
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MEL  POSSEILITY  OF  SELLING  5-BLOCKS  AND 
SPOTTING  PLAYEATES  IN  ONE  JOINT  MANEUVER 


f, 

Derbies,  Sahara,  Sing  Sing 

New  York — Derbies  aren't  popular  on  the  Sahara  Desert,  Sing  Sing  inmates  have 
no  use  for  automobiles.  Some  people  think  all  doctors  are  quacks  and  more  than  a 
few  exhibitors  liken  the  highest  salaried  stars  to  "boxoffice  poison." 

What's  liable  to  happen,  then,  under  consent  decree  selling,  if  a certain  star,  re- 
gardless of  his  or  her  "draw"  in  some  territories — or,  more  specifically,  in  certain  key 
cities — is  not  wanted?  If,  as  is  safe  to  presume,  he  or  she  would  most  likely  be  the 
top  ranking  player  in  the  lead  off  film  of  each  five-unit  block,  it  is  also  safe  to  pre- 
sume he  or  she  could  not  be  substituted  in  the  film  once  the  celluloid  is  in  the  can. 

But  can  or  could  or  will  the  lead  off  film  be  substituted?  “No,"  says  an  informed 
sales  source,  and  this,  too: 

“The  risk  of  setting  up  a precedent  for  others  to  follow  would  be  too  great.  Even 
today,  if  a top  picture  with  a top  star  is  not  exactly  popular  for  one  reason  or  another 
the  picture  is  very  seldom  cancelled.  What  we  will  do,  if  we  ore  convinced  of  the 
claim,  is  give  an  exhibitor  a break  on  the  price.  And  as  I see  it  that  will  probably  be 
the  procedure  we'd  follow  in  blocks  of  five  sales." 

VS:  -=^ 


Peg  in  Arbitration 
Costs  Being  Sought 


New  York — The  AAA’s  administrative 
committee  is  studying  the  possibility  of 
pegging  the  cost  of  arbitrating  disputes 
and  will  announce  a plan  in  this  respect 
after  January  1,  according  to  J.  Noble 
Braden,  executive  director  of  the  film 
tribunals,  upon  his  return  from  a visit  to 
14  cities  in  connection  with  setting  up  per- 
sonnel in  those  situations. 

While  the  decree,  under  which  the  new 
arbitration  system  will  operate,  fixes  $50 
as  maximum  for  an  arbitrator,  this  does 
not  preclude  a smaller  fee.  However,  the 
AAA  in  all  other  industries  but  this,  does 
not  compensate  arbitrators  and  an  effort 
presumably  is  being  made  to  compromise 
the  two  approaches,  although  Braden 
would  not  discuss  this  particular  angle. 

His  time  here  cut  short  by  inclement 
weather  which  necessitated  his  leaving  for 
the  west  three  days  earlier  than  planned, 
Braden  stressed  the  importance  of  get- 
ting all  31  film  tribunals  open  by  February 
1 to  hear  complaints. 

While  the  point  was  not  discussed,  the 
early  operation  of  tribunals  undoubtedly 
is  desirable  in  order  that  arbitrators  ac- 
quaint themselves  with  factors  pertinent 
only  to  the  industry  so  that  when  disputes 
arise  during  the  1941-42  selling  season  they 
will  be  conversant  with  trade  practices  and 
thus  expedite  decisions. 

In  answer  to  a direct  question,  Braden 
envisioned  a minimum  delay  due  to  the 
inexperience  of  arbitrators,  “Our  experi- 
ence,” he  said,  “has  generally  been  that 
business  is  business,  whether  it  be  selling 
apples  or  anything  else.  There  are  cer- 
tain fundamental  principles  that  guide  all 
business.  Responsible  business  men — the 
kind  that  will  make  up  our  arbitration 
personnel — will  rapidly  recognize  these 
fundamentals.  They  will  not  have  any 
difficulty  seeing  the  point  in  every  case. 
After  all,  right  is  right  and  wrong  is 
wrong.” 

Another  spokesman  for  the  AAA  asserts 
the  selection  of  arbitration  panels  had  the 
cooperation  in  each  situation  visited  by 
Braden  of  outstanding  men. 


AAA  Film-Man  Free; 
None  on  Its  Boards 


Washington — ^Film  men  will  have  no 
representation  on  its  board  or  any  of  its 
advisory  committees,  the  AAA  points  out 
in  a letter  to  Abram  P.  Myers  of  Allied. 

This  clarification,  which  fits  into  gen- 
eral policy  of  the  AAA,  develops  in  reply 
to  apparent  skepticism  in  exhibitor  minds 
as  to  the  kind  of  job  AAA  may  be  expected 
to  do  in  providing  arbitration  under  the 
decree.  Myers  reflects  his  disturbance  over 
a report,  not  published  in  Boxoffice,  that 
Richard  C.  Patterson,  RKO  board  chair- 
man, would  become  an  AAA  vice-president 
and  checked  on  the  truth  while,  at  the 
same  time,  he  informed  AAA  “any  such 
development  would  create  resentment 
among  the  exhibitors.”  The  answer,  in 
part,  states: 

“I  think,  in  order  that  no  future  ques- 
tions may  arise,  that  I should  advise  you 
of  one  or  two  long  established  policies  of 
the  association. 

“The  first  is  that  no  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  this  association  may 
receive  any  compensation  or  benefit  from 
any  arbitrations  held  in  any  of  our  tribu- 
nals or  in  connection  with  any  of  its  work. 
When  a situation  arises  subsequently  to 
the  election  of  the  board,  which  seems  to 
infringe  upon  that  principle,  the  director 
withdraws  from  the  board. 

“The  second  policy  is  that,  whenever  the 
association  is  named  under  an  agreement 
to  conduct  arbitrations  for  a group,  as  for 
example  the  inclusion  of  its  clause  in  an 
agreement,  no  person  identified  with  either 
of  the  parties  to  such  an  agreement  may 
be  represented  on  its  board  or  advisory 
committees  unless  both  groups  are  repre- 
sented, or  with  the  written  consent  or  ap- 
proval of  the  other  group. 

“In  view  of  these  long  established  poli- 
cies, there  will  be  no  appointments  to  our 
board  of  directors  or  advisory  committees 
of  any  persons  known  to  be  connected  with 
the  motion  picture  industry  and  no  ap- 
pointments have  been  made.” 

Meanwhile,  Myers  urges  every  break  for 
the  AAA  in  advising  his  members  this, 
(Continued  on  page  12) 


Reduction  of  Extra  Sales 
Motion  Is  the  Goal; 
Now  Sell  "Twice" 


New  York — A contemplated  recipe  for 
sales  efficiency  under  the  consent  decree 
is  “screen  the  pictures,  get  your  contract 
and  take  your  playdates  with  you.” 

At  least  this  seems  to  be  the  reasoning 
of  a few,  but  important,  “Big  Five”  sales 
policy  wielders  who  appear  most  concerned 
with  keeping  to  a bare  minimum  the  ex- 
tra motions  salesmen  go  through  before 
a contract  is  closed  and  fulfilled. 

Current  procedure,  they  say,  calls  for 
selling  a contract,  or  its  contents,  twice; 
first  when  it  is  sold  and  many  times  there- 
after when  playdates  become  available. 
Often  under  full-line  selling  a salesman 
makes  up  to  15  to  20  trips  into  his  terri- 
tory to  get  his  account  to  book  pictures  on 
time  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to  pre- 
vent a piling  up  of  product. 

Would  Swell  Sales  Forces 

Under  blocks  of  five  selling,  as  this  ex- 
ecutive reasoning  goes,  such  multiple  effort 
for  each  five-unit  group  would  require 
sales  forces  10  times  their  present  size  and 
would  cause  a financial  burden  not  only 
upon  the  distributor  but  one  which  would 
have  to  be  borne  by  theatre  operators.  It 
is  openly  admitted  in  this  respect  that,  as 
now  envisioned,  there  will  be  10  times 
more  soliciting  on  the  part  of  salesmen. 

Hence  there  seems  to  be  serious  mulling 
over  a “get  your  playdates  with  your  con- 
tract” approach.  Obviously,  if  this  is  fol- 
lowed with  each  five-picture  sale  there 
would  be  nothing  to  negotiate  later.  And 
if  an  exhibitor  agrees  to  play  a specific 
picture  on  a specific  date  he  is  not  likely 
to  “stall,”  if  he  knows  his  is  the  obligation 
to  “play  or  pay.” 

Asked  if  this  policy  would  not  be  con- 
sidered too  rigid  for  subsequent  runs  if, 
for  example,  a prior  run  suddenly  decided 
to  extend  his  booking  from  three  to  five 
days,  one  sales  source  declared: 

“Workable  in  the  Past" 

“The  idea  has  proven  to  be  workable  in 
the  past.  Years  ago  it  was  done  with  a 
series  of  Anita  Stewart  pictures.  When 
the  producer  knew  the  day  each  was  to  be 
finished  the  salesmen  took  specific  dates 
for  them  and,  if  the  exhibitor  was  late  in 
picking  up  his  film  for  the  day  he  con- 
tracted, he  would  pay  for  it  from  that  day 
on,  regardless.  On  those  occasions  when 
a prior  run  extended  his  booking  the  later 
run  usually  was  given  a deferred  playing 
date.” 

It  is  conceded,  however,  that  to  achieve 
a “playdate  with  contract”  policy,  sales- 
men would  first  have  to  sell  a downtown, 
city  second  run  before  they  could  take 
playdates  from  subsequent,  or  neighbor- 
hood runs.  This  is  on  the  theory  that, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  New  York 
and  Chicago,  there  are  no  so-called  third 
runs  in  key  cities.  First  runs  in  neighbor- 
hood or  suburban  zones  are  comparable  to 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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The  worthwhile  gadget  may 

not  have  had  any  bearing  on 
the  dollars  and  cents  position  of 
the  theatres  employing  it,  but  the 
idea  is  sound  and  worth  focalizing 
in  this  space. 

This  has  to  do  with  a slight  twist 
of  the  dial,  so  easily  accomplished 
that  it  gives  some  cause  to  wonder 
why  more  double  feature  houses 
failed  to  happen  on  it  before  the 
RKO  circuit  in  New  York  pointed  up 
the  plan  so  conspicuously. 

All  that  happens  is  this;  Instead 
of  opening  the  full  evening  show 
with  the  second  feature  and  build- 
ing up  to  the  top  half  of  the  bill, 
six  RKO  theatres  in  the  metropolitan 
area,  as  well  as  the  Grand  in  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  are  running  the  big 
half  first  and  closing  with  the  "B." 
The  scheme  allows  the  patron,  and 
his  name  has  been  legion  up  and 
down  the  land,  to  see  the  attrac- 
tion he  probably  pays  to  see  with- 
out suffering  through  the  other  and 
to  get  out  of  the  theatre  at  about 
10:30  instead  of  midnight  or  later. 

This  also  allows  an  early  retiring 
hour,  a more  pleasant  contemplation 
of  films,  since  the  patron  leaves 
after  seeing  the  better  attraction, 
and  far  less  wear  and  tear  on  gen- 
eral deportment,  good  nature  and 
the  optics.  If  he  wants  to  stay,  the 
privilege  runs  along  with  the  same 
price  of  admission. 

The  sole  puzzling  element,  how- 
ever, is  this:  John  J.  O'Connor,  gen- 
eral driving  wheel  of  the  RKO  cir- 
cuit, says  the  experiment  will  not  be 
extended.  We  don't  get  that. 

Perpetual  Motion 

If  an  outstanding  symphony  or- 
chestra can  do  it,  a thought  run- 
ning around  in  Walt  Disney's  mind 
is,  why  not  "Fantasia?" 

Reputedly,  Walt  is  intrigued  by 
the  possibility  that  his  unique  mu- 
sical-cartoon feature  may  turn  out 
to  be  on  the  timeless,  perpetual  mo- 
tion side.  He  is  aware  that  concert 
orchestras  continue  their  presenta- 
tions season  after  season,  frequently 
under  the  same  conductor  but,  of 
course,  changing  their  programs. 
This  leads  to  an  eventual  substitu- 
tion program  for  "Fantasia."  Not  a 
complete  substitution,  naturally,  but 
the  withdrawal  of  one  or  more  of 
the  numbers  which  now  make  it  up 


for  others  to  be  produced.  There  is 
no  dating  of  the  music  anyway. 

Number  2 idea,  which  is  also  a 
good  one,  swings  around  a possible 
"Junior  Fantasia,"  using  current 
numbers  on  the  lighter  side  like 
"The  Nutcracker  Suite,"  Beetho- 
ven's "Pastoral"  symphony  and  "The 
Sorcerer's  Apprentice"  as  the  base, 
but  with  others  in  an  identical 
mould  to  round  out  the  whole. 
Whether  or  not  this  projected  idea 
would  stack  up  as  an  indirect  an- 
swer to  many  criticisms  that  "Fan- 
tasia," as  now  constituted,  is  not 
completely  suitable  for  children  be- 
comes a matter  of  conjecture,  but 
it's  reasonable  conjecture  at  least. 

At  any  rate,  these  two  ideas  serve 
to  accent  the  Disney  belief  that  his 
unusual  attraction  cannot  be  ap- 
praised by  the  yardstick  applied  to 
other  pictures;  that  its  commercial 
life  cannot  be  computed  and  that  it 
may  well  run  on  like  the  years,  one 
following  on  the  other's  heels. 

Surprise  Package 

Without  any  warning,  thereby 
indicating  Universal  wasn't  sure, 
"Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  bounces 
through  and  adds  its  bit  to  the 
gayety  of  things.  The  inside: 

The  studio  plotted  a hard-riding, 
fast-moving,  gun-spouting  western 
along  traditional  lines.  Somewhere 
along  the  assembly  line  matters 
were  not  jelling  according  to  the 
blue  print.  Out  of  the  usual  pala- 
vers came  the  idea  of  kidding  open 
space  conventions.  The  result  is  the 
picture  as  it  now  stands  with  the 
necessary  trappings  of  the  type, 
plus  the  burlesque,  skilfully  applied 
and  never  sufficiently  to  persuade 
anyone  he  isn't  taking  his  drink 
straight  if  that's  how  he  wants  it. 

Not  Now 

The  understanding  goes  George 
J.  Schaefer  had  arranged  sufficient 
financing,  and  considerably  beyond, 
to  swing  the  long-discussed  and 
long-negotiated  purchase  by  RKO 
of  Mike  Meehan's  control  of  KAO. 
But  the  RKO  board  determined  now 
was  not  the  time. 

The  money  was  arranged  in  Bos- 
ton, was  to  total  between  seven  and 
eight  millions  of  which  approximate- 
ly three  were  to  swing  the  purchase. 
The  rest,  for  RKO's  other  activities. 
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CLARK  GABLE,  BETTE  DAVIS  AND  GENE  ADTRY 
ALL-AMERICAN  SCREEN  FAVORITES  FOR  1940 


A new  “King”  moves  into  the  scene  as 
Clark  Gable  tops  the  twice-held  record 
of  Spencer  Tracy  in  the  annual,  cross- 
sectional  nationwide  All-American  Screen 
Favorite  poll  conducted  by  Boxoffice  for 
the  Boxoffice  BAROMETER,  shortly  to 
make  its  fifth  yearly  appearance. 

Bette  Davis  repeats  her  achievement  of 
1939  to  become  the  choice  to  head  the  list 
of  12  female  stars. 

Gene  Autry,  singing  cowboy,  scores  a 
third  straight  triumph  as  the  ace  of  west- 
ern and  action  actors. 

These  factors  to  determine  the  favorites 
again  were  called  upon  by  Boxoffice: 

1.  Daily  newspaper  photoplay  editors. 

2.  Independent  exhibitors,  not  subject 
to  producer-affiliation  or  influences. 

3.  The  National  Screen  Council  which 
each  month  selects  the  picture  to  receive 


Boxoffice's  Blue  Ribbon  Award  for  the 
best  picture  of  that  period.  The  Council 
is  composed  of  motion  picture  editors, 
leaders  in  civic,  educational  and  religious 
circles  representing  the  General  Federa- 
tion of  Women’s  Clubs,  the  International 
Federation  of  Catholic  Alumnae,  various 
Better  Films  groups  and  others  engaged 
in  efforts  to  improve  motion  picture 
standards. 

Most  notable  in  the  balloting  for  this 
year  was  the  dethroning  of  Tracy  by 
Gable.  Mickey  Rooney  retained  his  third- 
place  position  against  heavy  pressure  of 
good  performances  by  other  outstanding 
stars.  Bing  Crosby,  eleventh  last  year, 
now  is  fourth.  Gary  Cooper  dropped  to 
fifth  place;  James  Stewart  stayed  in  sixth 
place,  and  Errol  Flynn,  ninth  in  the  list 
last  year,  moved  up  to  seventh;  Wallace 
Beery,  who  didn’t  make  the  team  in  ’39, 
moved  into  the  select  group  and  up  to 
ninth  position;  James  Cagney  stepped 


from  twelfth  to  eighth;  Cary  Grant  and 
Henry  Fonda  joined  the  team  in  tenth 
and  twelfth  positions,  respectively;  Tyrone 
Power,  seventh  last  year,  dropped  to 
eleventh  spot.  Paul  Muni  and  William 
Powell  retired  from  the  team. 

While  never  seriously  threatened,  Bette 
Davis  was  closely  trailed  by  little  Judy 
Garland,  who  sprinted  from  ninth  into 
second  over  Myrna  Loy,  first  in  1938  and 
second  in  1939;  Claudette  Colbert  held  her 
own  in  position  number  four;  Deanna 
Durbin  dropped  from  third  to  fifth;  Alice 
Faye  stepped  up  a couple  of  notches  to 
sixth;  Vivien  Leigh  walked  into  the  big 
time  at  number  seven;  Jean  Arthur 
dropped  from  sixth  to  eighth;  Ginger 
Rogers,  five  last  year,  moved  to  ninth 
spot;  Loretta  Young  and  Rosalind  Russell 
were  other  newcomers,  in  tenth  and  elev- 
enth positions,  respectively;  Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald remained  in  twelfth  spot.  Irene 
(Continued  on  page  16) 
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: He  Is  "King"  : 

vs—  - ■ V 


The  All-American  Male  Screen  Fa- 
vorite for  1940,  as  selected  in  the  na- 
tionwide popularity  vote  for  BOX- 
OFFICE  BAROMETER. 

Others  in  the  winning  group  of  12 
men  stars  are: 

2.  Spencer  Tracy 

3.  Mickey  Rooney 

4.  Bing  Crosby 

5.  Gary  Cooper 

6.  James  Stev/art 

7.  Errol  Flynn 

8.  James  Cagney 

9.  Wallace  Beery 

10.  Cary  Grant 

11.  Tyrone  Power 

12.  Henry  Fonda 


rr-  - ^ 

: She's  "Queen"  Again  : 

vs  >J 


The  All-American  Female  Screen 
Favorite  of  1940,  as  she  was  in  the 
BOXOFFICE  BAROMETER  poll  of  1939. 

Others  in  the  winning  group  of  12 
female  stars,  according  to  the  number 
of  votes  polled: 

2.  Judy  Garland 

3.  Myrna  Loy 

4.  Claudette  Colbert 

5.  Deanna  Durbin 

6.  Alice  Faye 

7.  Vivien  Leigh 

8.  Jean  Arthur 

9.  Ginger  Rogers 

10.  Loretta  Young 

11.  Rosalind  Russell 

12.  Jeanette  MacDonald 


r,  

: Holds  Western  Top  : 

vs 


As  he  was  in  1938  and  in  1939,  so 
is  Gene  Autry  No.  1 western  star  in 
1940. 

The  other  11  winners  in  the  action 
star  group,  in  the  order  of  the  highest 
number  of  votes: 

2.  John  Wayne 

3.  William  Boyd 

4.  George  O'Brien 

5.  Roy  Rogers 

6.  Buck  Jones 

7.  Smiley  Burnette 

8.  Charles  Starrett 

9.  John  Mack  Brown 

10.  Tim  Holt 

11.  Tex  Ritter 

12.  Ken  Maynard 
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Here  is  a picture  far  and  above  any 
iiiing  Autry  has  made  in  the  past  and 
one  worthy  of  a smashing  exploitation 
campaign.  A perfect  blending  of  com- 
edy, music,  and  excitement  makes  this 
palatable  screen  fare  for  all  types  of 
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Loew  Directors,  Stockholders 
Urge  Schenck  to  Renew  Pact 


By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

(Copyright  1940  by  Associated  Publications) 

New  York — Directors  of  Loew’s  and  a 
number  of  important  stockholders,  at  the 
last  board  meeting,  are  understood  to  have 
urged  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president  of 
that  company  and  M-G-M,  its  producing 
subsidiary,  to  renew  his  current  five-year 
contract  for  a similar  period  and  under  the 
same  terms  he  now  enjoys. 

Regarding  his  judgment  as  invaluable  to 
the  continued  prosperity  of  the  company 
and  its  affiliates,  the  directors  and  these 
important  stockliolders  voiced  their  desire 
to  have  Schenck  remain  at  the  helm.  A 
special  meeting  has  been  called  for  Febru- 
ary 11  at  the  home  office  when  stockhold- 
ers will  be  asked  to  ratify  the  new  deal. 
Schenck’s  current  pact  expires  December 
31,  1941. 

The  contract  calls  for  a weekly  stipend 
of  $2,500,  plus  stock  options.  The  Loew 
head  has  never  exercised  his  rights  under 
the  options  which  permits  him  to  buy 
9,699  2/5  shares  annually  at  $40  a share. 
So  far  he  has  not  taken  up  a cumulative 
total  of  38,793  3/5  shares  under  the  agree- 
ment approved  by  stockholders  in  1936. 

At  the  February  11  meeting  stockholders 
also  will  be  asked  to  re-elect  12  directors. 
They  are  George  N.  Armsby,  David  Bern- 
stein, Leopold  Friedman,  John  R.  Hazel,  A1 
Lichtman,  Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  William 
A.  Parker,  J.  Robert  Rubin,  Schenck, 
Joseph  R.  Vogel,  David  Warfield  and 
Henry  Rogers  Winthrop.  In  1939,  Schenck 
earned  $275,000;  Bernstein,  $191,000; 
Friedman,  $83,000;  Rubin,  $218,000. 

The  new  Schenck  contract  is  the  second 
to  be  considered  by  the  Loew  head.  Direc- 
tors for  years  have  been  urging  him  to 
sign  long-term  employment  agreements, 
but  it  was  not  until  after  the  death  of 
Irving  Thalberg,  when  rumors  were  rife 
that  he  would  retire  from  the  company, 
that  Schenck  settled  such  reports  by  af- 
fixing his  signature  to  a written  instru- 
ment. 

Schenck  joined  Loew’s  in  1906  and  was 
named  to  the  board  several  years  later.  In 
1932,  the  board  voted  him  an  option  on 

50.000  shares  of  common  in  appreciation 
for  his  services  but  he  never  took  advan- 
tage of  the  offer. 

Net  earnings  of  Loew’s  for  the  10-year 
period  starting  in  1927  have  amounted  to 
more  than  $100,000,000.  Dividends  paid  to 
stockholders  for  the  11  years  from  1927 
totaled  $64,663,000  in  cash  and  stock,  of 
which  $51,822,000  was  distributed  in  cash, 
$4,001,000  additionally  in  stock  and  $8,- 

840.000  to  preferred  holders. 

Net  income  of  Loew’s  and  subsidiaries 
for  the  year  ended  August  31,  1937, 

amounted  to  $14,426,062.29,  For  the  year 
ended  August  31,  1938,  the  net  for  the 
same  companies  aggregated  $9,924,934.46 
and  for  the  year  ended  August  31,  1939, 
$9,841,530.61. 

While  auditors  are  still  working  on  the 
current  year’s  balance  sheet  and  no  final 
figures  are  available,  directors  at  the  last 
meeting  declared  an  extra  $1  dividend,  in 
addition  to  the  regular  50  cent  quarterly 
payment.  This  brings  the  total  dividend 
for  1940  up  to  $3,  the  same  as  in  1938.  In 
1939,  the  annual  dividend  on  the  common 
totaled  $2.50. 

The  company  has  been  building  up  its 
balance  sheet  and  now  has  available  $28,- 
000,000  in  cash  as  against  $17,000,000  on 
August  31  last  year.  Current  earnings  are 
said  to  be  50  to  60  per  cent  ahead  of  last 
year,  despite  conditions  abroad. 

As  compared  to  previous  years  when  re- 


mittances annually  totaled  from  $13,000,- 
000  to  $15,000,000,  Loew’s  is  expected  to 
take  from  $5,000,000  to  $6,000,000  out  of 
England  this  year.  This  may  be  consider- 
ably reduced  next  year  because  of  bomb- 
ings which  have  interrupted  and  destroyed 
many  theatres  abroad.  The  take  may  dip 
as  low  as  $1,000,000. 

Expenditures  have  been  sharply  reduced 
at  the  studio.  Film  inventories  have  been 
reduced  from  approximately  $44,000,000  to 
$42,000,000  in  the  past  year.  However, 
there  is  an  optimistic  outlook  in  view  of 
the  consent  decree.  More  working  capital 
will  be  required,  it  is  stated  by  financial 
sources,  so  as  to  have  a continued  supply 
of  product  on  hand  under  the  block  of  five 
selling  plan.  Loew  has  the  required  re- 
sources. 

Theatre  income  looks  brighter  with  the 
results  showing  from  five  to  seven  per  cent 
ahead  of  a year  ago. 

Directors  are  expected  to  re-elect  the 
present  executive  setup  either  on  the  same 
or  the  day  following  the  stockholders’ 
meeting.  In  1936,  when  the  first  contract 
was  proposed  for  Schenck,  stockholders 
unanimously  expressed  their  appreciation 
of  him  by  oral  remarks.  There  was  not 
one  dissenting  vote.  Important  stockhold- 
ers at  subsequent  meetings  have  pointed 
out  the  necessity  for  continuing  a man  of 
Schenck’s  reputation  at  the  helm. 

Loew's  Is  "Putting  Affairs  in 
Shape  to  Meet  New  Situation" 

New  York — Commenting  on  Loew’s  fi- 
nancial position,  the  authoritative  Wall 
Street  Journal  observes; 

“The  company  has  made  extraordinary 
progress  in  the  past  12  months  in  putting 
its  affairs  in  shape  to  meet  the  new  situa- 
tion in  the  industry.’’ 

May  Sell  and  Date  New 
Blocks  at  Same  Time 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
third  runs  in  New  York  and  Chicago,  it  is 
reasoned. 

This  means,  the  source  contends,  that 
established  clearance  between  a city  first 
and  second  run  presents  no  obstacle  in 


Exhibitor  Has  Stake 
In  Ascap  Dispute 

New  York — As  the  fight  between  Ascap 
and  the  broadcasting  stations  narrows  to 
a showdown,  the  exhibitor  unwillingly 
finds  he  has  a stake  in  the  dispute.  Accord- 
ing to  observers,  theatre  operators  have 
two  considerations  as  they  bear  on  the 
boxoffice. 

They  are  (1)  the  possibility  that  more 
people  than  ever  will  attend  theatres  if 
they  cannot  hear  the  film-hit  tunes  on 
the  air,  and  (2)  the  conceivable  loss  of 
patrons  through  the  divestiture  of  publicity 
that  these  hit  tunes  carry  when  plugged 
over  local  radio  stations. 

In  the  latter  respect,  it  is  pointed  out  by 
these  sources  that  “if  you  want  customer 
response  your  product  must  appeal  to 
young  people  and  if  popular  dance  music 
is  not  available  on  the  air,  these  young 
people  may  also  decide  to  patronize  halls 
and  cafes  where  they  can  dance  to  the 
records  in  the  juke  boxes.’’ 

Producers  Move  to  Overcome 
BMI  Ban  on  Ascap  Music 

Hollywood — Producers  are  understood 
preparing  to  partially  overcome  the  BMI 
ban  on  Ascap  music  starting  the  first  of 
the  year  by  including  songs  by  non-Ascap 
writers  in  all  pictures.  One  company  re- 
cently inserted  three  by  non-Ascap  com- 
posers "who  have  been  on  the  lot  without 
recognition  heretofore. 

It  is  stated  here  that,  where  Ascap  music 
lends  itself  to  dramatization  of  stories  over 
the  radio,  BMI  will  permit  these  compo- 
sitions to  be  used. 

Producers  are  watching  the  status  of  all 
music  writers  and  while  there  is  no  par- 
ticular ban  on  them  they  are  to  be  limited 
as  to  their  numbers  for  each  picture.  Some 
composers  are  understood  to  have  objected 
to  the  new  treatment,  but  there  is  noth- 
ing that  can  be  done  under  the  present 
situation. 

AAA  Film-Man  Free: 

None  On  Its  Boards 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
“Undoubtedly,  its  relations  with  the  Hays 
association  at  one  time  were  very  close. 
However,  it  is  headed  by  a group  of  high- 
minded  men  and  it  deserves  a fair  chance 
to  show  what  it  can  do.  If  it  indulges  in 
unethical  practices  or  is  guilty  of  partial- 
ity, a scandal  will  result  and  the  whole 
system  can  and  will  be  kicked  over.’’ 

Allied  wants  its  members  to  lodge  com- 
plaints over  decree  workings  at  national 
headquarters  rather  than  send  isolated 
cases  to  the  department  of  justice  “so  that 
the  full  scope  and  national  character  of 
the  violations  can  be  pointed  out.” 

The  next  board  meeting  may  hold  a 
three-day  session.  The  date  is  as  yet  un- 
determined. The  month,  however,  will  be 
January,  and  the  city,  Washington,  as 
usual. 


selling  playdate  with  contract.  However, 
it  is  important  to  ascertain  maximum 
clearance  between  a city  second  run  and  a 
subsequent  run  before  the  latter  can  be 
sold  in  this  manner.  Even  this  is  not  re- 
garded as  an  impediment.  It  is  pointed 
out  that,  as  pictures  are  currently  sold, 
often  six  weeks  expire  before  second  and 
subsequent  runs  find  pictures  available  to 
them.  The  clearance,  of  course,  is  fixed 
by  the  second  city  run.  In  average  cities, 
it  is  said,  where  there  are  no  downtown 
second  runs  availabilities  are  fixed  by  the 
first  city  run. 
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TO  MAKE  CHRISTMAS  MERRIER-- 

TO  MAKE  NEW  YEARS  HAPPIER- 


PLAY  THESE 
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RKO  RADIO  SPECIAL  ADDED  AHRACTIONS 


#DIOHNE 

QUINTUPUrS 


“GROWING  UP” 


The  Dionne  Quintuplets  going  on 
seven  . . . with  Dr.  Dafoe  telling 
you  all  about  it. 


THE 


ij* 


MARCH 


OF 


"ARMS  AND  THE  MEN,  U.S.  A." 


The  full  story  of  the  first  peacetime  con- 
scription in  U.  S.  history. 


ii 


LABOR  AND  DEFENSE,  1941” 


Every  man  a vital  cog  in  the  wheels  of  in- 
dustry as  the  U.  S.  girds  for  total  defense. 


* 


IN  THE 


SPORTSCOPES 


SERIES 

“SNOW  EAGLES" 

Skiing,  skating  and  other  snow 
sports  at  Sun  Valley . . . Sportscope 
crammed  with  action  and  fun. 


(fi)ALT*2)rSMEV‘’5 


“FIRE  CHIEF" 


Donald  Duck's  three  nephews  — a false 
alarm — and  a real  alarm,  in  a flaming  riot. 


“PANTRY  PIRATE" 


Pluto  plundering  the  kitchen — and  mixed 
up  in  a million  - bubble  bath  that’s  a 
scream. 


Information 

Please 


LOUIS  BROMFIELD,  famous  novelist. 

guest  expert,  and  the  regulars, 
Fadiman,  Kieran,  Adams,  Levant. 

WENDELL  L.  WILLKIE,  guest  star 

in  his  second  appearance  with  the 
famous  foursome. 


A NEW 


Picture  People 


RELEASE 


with  Carole  Lombard,  Robert 
Montgomery,  Alfred  Hitchcock, 
Edgar  Bergen,  Charlie  McCarthy 
as  your  public  wants  to  see  them. 


THE  FINFST  IN  jiCRFFN  ENTFRTAINMFNITI W 


They  Sell  'Em  Chiefly  Flat, 
Second  AID  Survey  Reports 


Philadelphia — It’s  still  a flat  rental 
business,  according  to  Allied  Aid  Informa- 
tion, which  publishes  The  Aid  Analyst.  A 
detailed  report,  based  on  its  second  sur- 
vey, takes  the  sales  situation  apart  and 
puts  it  together  again,  but  among  the 
many  conclusions  drawn  is  one  which  as- 
serts only  slightly  more  than  12  per  cent 
of  total  product  sold  thus  far  draws  per- 
centage while  the  remaining  approximate- 
ly 88  per  cent  was  sold  flat.  In  fact,  AID 
gives  it  as  12.1  per  cent  on  percentage  and 
87.9  flat. 

The  analysis  covers  survey  cards  dated 
“during  November,  1940  and  is  based  on 
hundreds  of  cards  received  from  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  in  the  exchange  centers 
which  reported  in  time  to  be  included  in 
the  figures.” 

Highlights : 

That  6.6  per  cent  of  exhibitors  reporting 
have  yet  to  sign  any  contracts  whatever 
for  1940-41  product. 

That  32.2  per  cent  of  the  product  re- 
quired to  run  the  reporting  exhibitors’ 
houses  is  yet  to  be  bought.  In  terms  of 
playing  time,  AID  concludes  theatremen 
have  bought  sufficient  film  to  operate  only 
eight  months  of  the  year. 

The  report,  a lengthy  one,  embraces  an 
assortment  of  charts,  tackling  the  buying 
situation  from  varied  angles.  For  in- 
stance: 

On  AID’S  basis  of  each  distributor’s  sales 
compared  to  the  total  number  of  contracts 
sold  by  all  companies,  20th  Century-Fox 
nabs  first  place  among  10  companies  cov- 
ered. The  lineup,  graded: 


Company — Pet.  Sold 

1.  20th  Century-Fox  13.7 

2.  Vitagraph  12.0 

3.  RKO  11.2 

4.  Paramount  : 11.0 

5.  M-G-M  10.9 

6.  Universal  10.8 

7.  Columbia  9.9 

8.  UA  8.9 

9.  Republic  8.2 

10.  Monogram  3.4 


Asserting  “a  vast  majority  of  exhibitors 
are  closing  their  flat  rental  and  guarantee 
deals  for  the  same  as  or  for  less  money 
than  last  year,”  the  report  offers  this  chart 
by  way  of  proof: 


Company — 

Same  or  Less 

More 

Columbia  

69.5 

9.8 

M-G-M  

60.0 

33.3 

Monogram  

60.7 

7.2 

Paramount  

53.8 

27.5 

Republic  

52.2 

28.4 

RKO  

74.2 

7.5 

20th-Fox  

68.1 

14.2 

UA  

54.1 

16.2 

Universal  

46.1 

38.2 

Vitagraph  

56.0 

26.0 

Thus,  the  conclusion  offered  in  this 
bracket  is  that  59.9  per  cent  of  deals 
closed  were  for  the  same,  or  less,  money 
and  21.6  per  cent  at  increases. 

Chart  No.  5 deals  with  the  average  num- 
ber of  percentage  pictures  per  contract 
sold  by  each  company  nationally.  AID 
makes  this  observation,  “Each  exhibitor  by 
consulting  the  chart  and  his  own  contracts 
can  immediately  tell  whether  or  not  he  has 
bought  more  or  fewer  than  the  average 
number  of  percentage  pictures  sold  by  each 
company  in  the  particular  territory.”  Na- 
tionally. however,  the  chart  paints  this 
picture,  graded: 

Company — Percentagers 

1.  M-G-M  11.0 

2.  20th-Fox  6.6 


3.  Vitagraph  5.1 

4.  Paramount  4.7 

5.  Columbia  4.4 

6.  Universal  3.7 

7.  RKO  2.9 

8.  UA  2.6 

9.  Monogram  3 

10.  Republic  2 


The  report  asserts  the  survey  cards 
“definitely  prove  that,  with  the  exception 
of  Metro,  the  distributing  companies  sold 
all-flat  rental  contracts”  and  this,  there- 
fore, “disposes  of  the  claim  by  the  various 
companies  that  there  is  a national  sales 
policy  requiring  the  exhibitor  to  buy  some 
pictures  on  percentage.”  The  following 
chart,  given  in  evidence,  purports  to  show 
that,  nationally,  42  per  cent  of  the  con- 


tracts  sold 

were  all-flat  and  58 

per  cent 

with  some 

percentage  pictures. 

Who  and 

what: 

Company 

— Flat 

Part  Pet. 

Columbia  . 

36.6 

63.4 

M-G-M  

100.0 

Monogram 

96.4 

3.6 

Paramount 

16.5 

83.5 

Republic  ... 

92.5 

7.5 

RKO  

45.2 

54.8 

20th-Fox 

44.3 

55.7 

UA  

52.7 

47.3 

Universal  . 

64.0 

36.0 

Vitagraph 

42.0 

58.0 

Still  another  chart  leads  to  the  AID  con- 
clusion too  exhibitors  generally  are  pay- 
ing too  high  percentages  for  film.  The 
breakdown  seeks  to  set  forth  the  percent- 
age of  pictures  sold  in  various  percentage 
brackets:  using  the  total  number  of  per- 
centage films  sold  as  100  per  cent: 


40% 

35%, 

Other 

Company — 

Films 

Films 

Petgrs 

Columbia  

...  17.0 

43.8 

39.2 

M-G-M  

..  46.0 

39.7 

14.3 

Monogram  

60.0 

40.0 

Paramount  ... 

...  37.9 

52.3 

9.8 

Republic 

66.7 

33.3 

RKO  

...  31.1 

50.5 

18.4 

20th-Fox  

...  20.9 

60.8 

18.3 

UA  

...  34.0 

59.7 

6.3 

Universal  

...  1.8 

82.5 

15.7 

Vitagraph  

...  44.9 

35.2 

19.9 

The  conclusion  drawn  is  that  40  per- 
centers represent  31.5  per  cent  of  these 
sales,  35  percenters  represent  51  per  cent 
of  the  total  and  other  percenters  repre- 
sent 17.5  per  cent  of  the  sales. 

Chart  No.  8 is  a percentage  study  which 
AID  says  is  based  upon  total  number  of 
percentage  pictures  sold  with  guarantees 
and  requiring  preferred  playing  time.  “The 
chart  shows  that  the  Big  Eight  companies 
continue  to  require  guarantees  from  ex- 
hibitors and,  in  addition  forced  preferred 
playing  time.  It  shows  Universal,  RKO, 
Columbia,  20th  Century-Fox  and  UA  were 
the  prime  offenders,”  states  AID.  How 
and  to  what  extent,  according  to  the 
chart: 


Company — 

Guarantee 

Preferred 

Time 

Columbia  

23.6 

41.0 

M-G-M  

19.1 

35.1 

Monogram  

60.0 

Paramount  

7.9 

70.6 

Republic  

55.6 

22.2 

RKO  

32.9 

36.1 

20th-Fox  

33.1 

24.0 

UA  

28.8 

39.3 

Universal  

46.0 

49.4 

Vitagraph  

14.1 

55.9 

Average  Totals  .. 

31.1 

53.2 

Allied  Urges  Plans 
For  Film  Backlog 


Washington — National  Allied  advises 
“the  wise  exhibitor”  to  extend  playing  time 
on  strong  attractions  in  order  to  develop  a 
backlog  between  now  and  next  season 
when  blocks  of  five  sales  become  effective 
with  the  “Big  Five.”  In  its  lead  story  last 
week,  Boxoffice  reported  executive  expec- 
tancy in  New  York  along  these  lines. 

In  fact.  Allied’s  bulletin  is  interesting 
from  another  approach,  this  one,  too,  tying 
in  with  another  story  in  Boxoffice’s  last 
edition  when  it  was  reported  theatremen 
will  cancel  fewer  pictures  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. The  “wise  exhibitor,”  Allied  feels, 
will  have  “this  transition  from  the  old 
method  to  the  new  in  mind  in  deciding 
whether  to  cancel  pictures  or  to  pull  them 
before  they  have  played  the  maximum 
number  of  days  under  the  license.” 

Allied  also  is  asking  where  are  the  ex- 
hibitor “champions”  who  promised  much 
action  in  effort  to  stymy  the  decree,  but 
answers  its  own  query  by  observing,” 
“These  grandiose  plans  have  melted  like 
the  snow  in  the  spring.”  (See  editorial  on 
page  3). 

The  bulletin  takes  a sideswipe  at  Bar- 
ney Balaban  for  the  Paramount  president’s 
declared  policy  of  offering  one  block 
at  a time  under  the  forthcoming  sales 
method.  His  statement  is  described  as  “ill- 
timed  and  ill-tempered”  and  Allied  asks 
“if  Paramount  supplies  pictures  to  the  af- 
filiated houses,  how  can  it  refuse  to  supply 
them  to  the  independent  theatres?”  If 
pursued.  Allied  concludes  an  interpretation 
of  the  decree  under  Section  XXIII  (a) 
would  be  in  order. 


UA  Realigns  Sales  Staff; 
Masters  Western  Head 

New  York — Haskell  M.  Masters,  now 
UA  Canadian  sales  head,  has  been  named 
western  sales  manager,  succeeding  L.  Jack 
Schlaifer  who  becomes  a special  repre- 
sentative. 

While  the  company  will  continue  its 
eastern-western  sales  split  of  the  country, 
each  major  area  will  be  broken  down  into 
more  districts  effective  January  1,  it  is 
announced.  Harry  Gold’s  eastern  terri- 
tory will  be  split  into  four  instead  of 
three  districts,  with  Charles  Stern,  Ar- 
thur Silverstone,  Bert  Steam  and  Hugh 
Owen  as  his  district  managers.  Masters’ 
section  also  will  have  four  districts.  His 
managers  will  be  Irving  Schlank,  J.  S. 
Abrose,  Ben  Fish  and  S.  Glazer.  Jack 
Goldhar,  a former  district  manager,  be- 
comes a special  field  representative  for 
Masters. 

In  making  these  changes,  Arthur  W. 
Kelly,  general  sales  head,  stated  UA  will 
increase  its  playdate  department.  Sales- 
men will  be  moved  up  to  branch  man- 
agers, he  pointed  out,  but  he  gave  no  de- 
tails in  this  regard. 


Delay  Allied  Meet 

Philadelphia — Sidney  Samuelson,  busi- 
ness manager  for  Allied  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania, has  indefinitely  postponed  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  organization  sched- 
uled for  January  14.  He  is  anxious  to  have 
a number  of  national  directors  of  Allied 
present  and  will  set  the  final  date  as  soon 
as  he  has  several  lined  up. 
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THEIR  BEST  STORY  YET! 

Nothing  could  be  sweeter  after 
a merry  WARNER  Xmas  with 
‘SANTA  FE  TRAIU! 


FOUR  MOTHERS 


PRISCILLA  LANE  • ROSEMARY  LANE  • LOLA  LANE  • GALE  PAGE 


starring 


with  CLAUDE  RAINS  » JEFFREY  LYNN  • EDDIE  ALBERT  • May  Robson  • Frank  McHugh  • Dick  Foran  • Directed  by  WILLIAM  KEIGHLEY 

Original  Screen  Play  bv  Stephen  Morehouse  Avery  • Suggested  by  the  Book,  "Sister  Act,"  by  Fannie  Hurst  • A Warner  BfOs.*Flrst  National  Picture 

-'^ay 


Cuts  List;  "Too  Many 
Little  Ones/'  Schaefer 


New  York — RKO’s  reason  for  reducing 
its  1941-42  program  to  40  pictures,  as 
compared  with  a current  45  to  48  schedule, 
is  because  there  are  “too  many  small  and 
unimportant  pictures  made  at  present,” 
said  George  J.  Schaefer,  president,  upon 
his  return  from  a coast  production  confer- 
ence. The  contemplated  40-film  lineup 
calls  for  35  from  the  studios  and  the  bal- 
ance from  independent  producers. 


(r 


Sees  Budget  Curtailment 

New  York — N®  company  can  afford  to  invest  as  much  money  in  its  1941-42  pro- 
gram as  heretofore  in  view  of  the  circumscribed  domestic  market  as  compared  to  a 
world-wide  market  that  is  virtually  lost,  in  the  opinion  of  George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO 
president.  Hence,  and  speaking  largely  for  his  company  although  he  is  of  the  belief 
the  other  majors  regard  the  situation  similarly,  the  new  season  will  see  a “tightening 
up  on  budgets  all  the  way  down  the  line;  we'll  have  to  get  more  for  our  dollar  than 
ever  before." 

RKO  expects  to  deliver  not  more  than  from  42  to  45  of  its  current  season's  sched- 
uled program  of  45  to  48.  If  this  development  should  be  duplicated  among  other 
majors,  as  has  been  predicted,  Schaefer  believes  exhibitors  will  find  it  prudent  to 
play  the  balance  of  the  season's  product  longer  than  is  the  custom.  Also,  he  envisions 
exhibitors  creating  a backlog  of  films  to  offset  the  difference. 


Vi 


Schaefer  is  the  third  “Big  Five”  rank- 
ing executive  who  is  on  record  as  presag- 
ing a rigid  policy  when  five-picture  blocks 
are  offered  for  sale.  In  answer  to  a di- 
rect question  concerning  his  company’s 
plans  in  this  respect,  he  was  firm  in  the 
belief  there  would  be  virtually  no  substi- 
tution of  pictures  in  a given  block,  declar- 
ing: “It  would  create  all  kinds  of  difficul- 
ties and  problems  if  you  shuffled  the  cards 
differently  for  all  exhibitors.  We’ve  got  to 
give  them  all  the  same  deal.” 

He  observed,  however,  there  probably 
will  be  exceptions  to  this  position  in  small 
towns  where  “they  are  only  open  a few 
nights  each  week.”  Even  here,  though,  he 
declared  shuffling  of  blocks  rather  than 
pictures  in  blocks  might  work  out  to  bet- 
ter advantage. 

While  RKO  expects  to  have  no  more 
than  five  to  eight  of  its  1941-42  films  ready 
for  screening  under  consent  decree  teiTns, 
future  production  will  be  kept  apace  with 
the  laws  of  exhibitor  demand  and  supply, 
he  said.  He  made  the  observation  that, 
as  five-picture  blocks  become  available, 
theatre  operators  will,  for  their  own  pro- 


tection, “go  in  for  longer  runs”  instead  of 
changing  as  often  as  at  present.  They 
will  find  it  just  as  convenient  “to  change 
twice  a week  instead  of  three  times  if  less 
product  is  available,”  he  asserted.  That  the 
trend  toward  a paucity  rather  than  an 
over-abundance  of  product  is  likely  be- 
cause of  the  financial  risk  involved  in  ty- 
ing up  large  inventories  in  blocks  is  no 
reason  to  expect  a “shortage”  of  product, 
he  said,  but  “exhibitors  may  find  they 
are  not  getting  pictures  as  fast  as  they’d 
like  to.”  RKO’s  first  five-picture  screen- 
ing will  be  next  July,  he  said. 

Asked  if  it  might  be  possible  for  RKO 
to  offer  more  than  one  block  at  a time, 
Schaefer  parried  with;  “This  is  a matter 
of  mechanics.”  It  is  conceivable  that  a 
constant  supply  of  product  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  first  runs  “who  eat  them  up 
fast,”  but  that  subsequent  runs  who  get 
films  from  30  to  90  days  later  should  have 
no  concern  since  an  accumulation  means 
three  or  four  blocks  will  always  be  avail- 
able for  screening,  he  replied. 

Schaefer  was  of  the  impression  all  terri- 


tories will  have  to  be  covered  more  often 
and  that  a “greater  flexibility”  will  exist 
between  exhibitor  and  exchanges  when  de- 
cree-dictated selling  gets  under  way.  He 
would  not  venture  an  estimate  of  how 
many  more  salesmen  his  company  will  en- 
gage for  this  purpose.  He  also  offered  the 
opinion  that  the  company  will  have  to 
“amplify  its  publicity  and  advertising  man- 
power” to  stimulate  increased  sales  ac- 
tivity. More  time  and  effort  will  prob- 
ably be  required  to  sell  the  first  or  second 
five-picture  blocks  than  those  that  follow, 
he  added. 

He  foresees  no  reason  for  increases  in 
theatre  admissions,  but  believes  it  essen- 
tial that  the  federal  tax  on  admissions  be 
revised  to  apply  to  scales  starting  at  10 
cents  instead  of  the  21  cent  base  that  pre- 
vails at  present.  Such  a revision  he  feels 
is  necessary  to  curb  the  practice  that  has 
grown  up  among  certain  exhibitors  of  cut- 
ting 25  cent  admissions  to  20  cents  to 
avoid  paying  the  levy.  “This  is  disastrous 
in  view  of  the  loss  of  revenue  in  the  for- 
eign market,”  he  said. 

Another  approach  designed  to  capitalize 
on  purely  domestic  revenue,  he  said,  is  the 
company’s  decision  to  eliminate  “program” 
pictures  and  concentrate  on  “showman- 
ship” product.  The  “Dr.  Christian”  series 
will  be  dropped,  he  said,  as  will  others 
from  independent  producers. 


Gable,  Davis  and  Autry 

All-American  Favorites 

> 

(Continued  from  page  9) 

Dunne,  Shirley  Temple  and  Norma 
Shearer,  eighth,  tenth,  eleventh,  respec- 
tively, retired. 

Overwhelming  was  the  third-time  vic- 
tory for  Gene  Autry  in  the  action  field. 
He  won  handily  from  John  Wayne,  who 
galloped  up  from  sixth  place  into  second, 
pushing  William  Boyd  to  third  and  George 
O’Brien  from  third  into  fourth.  Two  new 
ones  joined  the  team:  Tim  Holt  and  Ken 
Maynard,  tenth  and  twelfth,  respectively. 
Retired  were  Bob  Livingston  and  Ray  Cor- 
rigan. eleventh  and  twelfth,  respectively. 
Roy  Rogers  dropped  from  fourth  to  fifth; 
Buck  Jones  from  fifth  to  sixth;  Smiley 
Burnette  moved  up  from  ninth  to  seventh; 
Charles  Starrett  slid  from  seventh  to 
eighth;  John  Mack  Brown  climbed  from 
eleventh  to  ninth;  Tex  Ritter  dropped 
from  eighth  to  eleventh. 


I GREETINGS  FROM  | 

I CROSS  MACHINE  SHOP  f 

•|j  Makers  of  Carbon  Savers  for  all 

Types  of  Carbons  U 

^ 2918  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Detroit,  Mich. 


UDIEI^CE 

IS  THE  ANSWER! 


rff£  SENSATIONAL 
CBS  COAST-TO -COAST 
NETWORK  SMASH 
IS  BIG  NEWS  AS  A 

BOB  HAWK’S  laugh-packed  reel! 


TAKE  IT  OR 
LEAVE  IT" 


SIDNEY  MEYER,  president,  Wometco  Thea- 
tres, Miami  Beach,  sends  word:  "Audience 
reaction  . . . audience  comments  . . . very, 
very  favorable!" 

A COLUMBIA'^QUIZ^'REEL- NOW  BOOKING 


IS 
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— Metropolitan  Photos 

Fewer  From  RKO — 

Back  from  the  coast,  George  J.  Schae- 
fer says  his  company  will  cut  about 
from  five  to  eight  from  its  ’41-42 
schedule.  The  small  pictures  are  to 
feel  the  axe,  he  adds.  For  detail  on 
Schaefer,  see  more  extended  story  on 
page  16.  For  detail  on  what  may  be 
an  industry  drift  along  identical  lines, 
see  page  4. 


32  Millions  in  Sales 
By  214  Independents 


Washington — First  indications  of  the 
state  of  the  industry  in  1&39  are  given  in 
preliminary  figures  compiled  by  the  cen- 
sus bureau. 

Little  more  than  a guess  as  to  the  volume 
of  major  company  business  can  be  secured 
because  of  the  Setup  of  the  preliminary 
figures,  but  214  independent  film  ex- 
changes last  week  reported  sales  of  $32,- 

544.000  in  comparison  with  a total  of  $27,- 

001.000  reported  in  1935  by  165  exchanges. 

The  sales  of  the  major  companies  have 

not  yet  been  segregated  but  are  included 
with  those  of  manufacturers’  sales 
branches  for  the  amusement  and  sporting 
goods  industries  combined,  which  will  be 
analyzed  in  later  reports  to  be  issued  by 
the  bureau. 

The  1935  wholesale  census  for  the  com- 
bined industries  showed  140  establish- 
ments, carrying  no  stocks,  with  a business 
of  $119,173,000,  of  which  $84,930,000  was 
reported  by  131  film  exchanges,  and  241 
establishments,  carrying  stocks,  with  a 
business  of  $102,090,000,  of  which  $42,- 

408.000  was  attributed  to  93  exchanges. 
The  1939  report  shows  67  establishments 
without  stocks,  with  sales  of  $50,176,000, 
and  379  establishments  with  stocks,  with 
sales  of  $262,742,000,  but  does  not  separate 
the  figures  to  show  film  exchanges 
separately. 

The  214  exchanges  for  which  a com- 
plete report  was  prepared  had  an  average 


Renew  Move  Againsl 
"Little  Three"  Plaint 

New  York — Counsel  for  the  “Little 
Three”  will  again  move  to  dismiss  the 
amended  and  supplemental  bill  of  com- 
plaint against  those  companies  at  a hear- 
ing to  be  held  January  7 before  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard.  The  government  filed 
the  bill  November  14  when  a formal  re- 
quest was  made  to  the  court  to  sign  the 
consent  decree. 

An  agreement  on  procedure  for  the 
Schine,  Griffith  and  Crescent  suits  re- 
sulted in  the  withdrawal  of  a motion  to 
stay  by  the  “Little  Three”  on  November 
13.  The  government  has  agreed  to  try 
the  cases  one  at  a time  so  that  no  two 
overlap  and  sufficient  notice  may  be  given 
for  preparation. 

Edward  C.  Raftery,  counsel  for  UA  and 
Universal,  represented  the  “Little  Three” 
and  J.  Stephen  Doyle,  assistant  to  the 
attorney  general,  acted  for  the  govern- 
ment at  the  November  13  hearing  before 
Judge  Goddard.  While  the  agreement  had 
been  reached  the  day  before,  a formal  ap- 
pearance had  to  be  made  in  court  with 
an  explanation. 


Two  Skouras  Divisions 
Now  Are  Decentralized 

New  York — Two  divisions  in  the  Skouras 
circuit  have  been  decentralized,  each  into 
three  separate  units  and  resulting  in  a 
number  of  promotions. 

The  Long  Island  division  formerly  han- 
dled by  Jack  Harris  has  Harold  Finnegan, 
manager  of  the  Plaza,  Englewood,  N.  J., 
taking  over  supervision  of  Nassau  County; 
Johnny  Baker,  who  had  been  managing  a 
theatre  in  Nassau  to  supervisor  of  all 
Jamaica  houses,  and  Harris  now  in  charge 
of  all  Queens  County. 

Moe  Baranco,  who  has  been  managing 
the  Symphony,  on  Broadway,  now  has  five 
Westchester  theatres  under  his  wing;  Tom 
Sarris,  manager  of  the  Rivoli,  Hempstead, 
has  been  appointed  in  charge  of  six  Bronx 
houses,  and  Harold  Janecky,  who  had  been 
supervising  the  24  units  in  the  division, 
now  is  in  charge  of  the  first  runs  in  Man- 
hattan and  Bronx. 

The  recent  drive  which  ended  December 
15  is  being  tallied.  Results  will  be  an- 
nounced after  the  first  of  the  year. 


Paramount  Metro,  UA 
Distribute  Bonuses 


New  York — The  Yuletide  spirit  got  off 
to  an  early  start  this  year  with  at  least 
three  companies  distributing  bonuses  to 
employes  in  certain  brackets. 

The  first  to  declare  was  Paramount 
which  limited  the  bonuses  to  home  office 
employes  earning  up  to  $65  a week.  All 
workers  making  up  to  $50  received  an 
extra  week’s  salary  and  those  earning  be- 
tween $50  and  $65  got  an  extra  check  for 
$50. 

Loew’s  was  next  and  also  limited  the 
Christmas  cash  gift  to  $50.  Employes 
whose  salaries  do  not  exceed  $40  a week 
and  who  have  been  with  the  company 
for  a year  were  handed  two  weeks’  salary, 
but  not  to  exceed  $50.  Others  with  the 
company  for  six  months  received  one 
week’s  extra  pay  not  to  exceed  $25.  The 
same  figures  prevailed  last  year. 

The  third  distributor  was  UA,  but  de- 
tails were  left  to  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  sales.  This  com- 
pany missed  last  year  after  five  consecu- 
tive years  of  bonuses. 

At  RKO,  George  J.  Schaefer,  president, 
on  Wednesday,  stated  the  bonus  situation 
remained  in  status  quo  as  “we  haven’t  got- 
ten around  to  it  yet.” 


Regular  Randlorce  Bonus 
Despite  Operating  Loss 

New  York— Despite  the  fact  that  this 
year’s  operations  resulted  in  a loss,  100 
Randforce  managers  and  assistant  man- 
agers get  their  regular  Christmas  bonuses 
of  a full  week’s  pay. 

Louis  Frisch  and  Sam  Rinzler,  operat- 
ing heads,  called  in  the  men  Wednesday 
and  informed  them  of  the  plan.  Rinzler,  in 
a straight-from-the-shoulder  talk,  told 
the  managei’s  and  their  assistants  that  no 
matter  how  destitute  people  are  they  al- 
ways manage  to  dig  up  money  for  doctors 
and  medicine.  He  added  Randforce  was 
“paying  the  doctor”  and  hoped  the  “medi- 
cine” will  make  the  circuit  well  in  the  year 
to  come. 

So  far  the  only  exhibitor  to  announce 
the  move  to  close  Christmas  Eve  so  that 
all  employes  of  the  theatre  may  spend  the 
holiday  night  with  their  families  is  Mur- 
ray Stahl  of  the  Rivoli,  Rutherford,  N.  J. 
He  made  the  announcement  from  the 
stage  of  the  theatre  and  was  rewarded 
with  a round  of  applause  by  the  audience. 


of  1,693  employes  throughout  last  year  and 
a total  payroll  of  $4,107,000  of  which  $4,- 

077,000  was  for  full  time  and  $30,000  for 
part  time  employes.  Total  operating  ex- 
penses, including  payrolls,  were  $6,925,000, 
or  21,3  per  cent  of  sales,  it  was  stated,  and 
stocks  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year,  at 
cost,  amounted  to  $3,241,000, 

h 


Travis  Heads  Pathe 

New  York — With  the  resignation  of  O. 
Henry  Briggs  as  president  of  Pathe 
Laboratories,  E.  M.  Travis  will  succeed 
him.  The  latter  has  been  Hollywood  man- 
ager for  Pathe.  Briggs  will  enter  indepen- 
dent production. 


For  Duals:  2 to  1 Plus 

New  York — Parkchester  residents  have  gone  on  record  more  than  two  to  one  in 
favor  of  duals  as  the  policy  for  Loew's  American  which  opens  officially  December  26. 

In  an  endeavor  to  learn  what  policy  would  be  most  desirable  for  the  theatre, 
Loew's  conducted  an  election  December  17,  with  three  stationary  stores  in  the 
development  converted  into  polls.  Men,  women  and  children  were  permitted  to 
vote.  The  final  tally  in  favor  of  double  bills  was  8,717  as  against  3,120  for  single 
attractions. 

Mrs.  Viola  Stoll,  a housewife,  headed  the  committee  campaigning  for  duals, 
while  Mrs.  Fay  Bengis,  a school  teacher,  led  the  single-feature  constituents.  About 
90  per  cent  of  the  voters  asked  for  a 9 p.  m.  starting  time  for  the  main  feature. 
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Sees  Year  for  Decree 
To  Function  in  Full 


New  York — Ed  Kuykendall,  president  of 
the  MPTOA,  predicts  it  will  take  about  a 
full  year  before  the  decree  actually  com- 
mences to  function  in  its  entirety.  He 
bases  his  forecast  on  the  belief  there  will 
be  no  change  in  buying  conditions  until 
next  season,  that  arbitration  decisions 
cannot  become  effective  until  new  con- 
tracts are  signed  and  no  changes  can  be 
made  in  existing  franchises  unless  they 
run  out  the  end  of  the  season. 

Declaring  he  has  always  been  opposed  to 
the  decree  because  it  does  not  give  the  ex- 
hibitor the  relief  which  could  have  been 
secured  under  the  10-point  MPTOA  pro- 
gram, Kuykendall  states,  'T  hope  it  works 
out.  If  it  does,  I will  be  the  first  to  ap- 
plaud it.” 

He  says  it  would  be  silly  to  comment  on 
the  various  phases  of  the  decree  until  they 
are  given  a chance  to  operate  and  see 
what  comes  out  of  them. 

In  some  respects,  he  observes,  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitor  is  worse  off  than  before 
and  gets  nothing  out  of  the  decree.  He 
feels  that  all  the  instrument  does  is  ex- 
tends the  government  supervision  of  the 
industry.  He  points  to  the  appointment  of 
the  appeals  board  Chairman  Van  Vechten 
Veeder  by  Federal  Judge  Goddard  as  gov- 
ernment interference  with  the  business. 
Two  other  appeals  board  delegates  to  com- 
plete the  committee  of  three  have  yet  to 
be  named  by  the  judge. 

Within  the  past  two  weeks  Kuykendall 
attended  exhibitor  conventions  in  Kansas 
City  and  Oklahoma  City  where  he  spoke 
on  the  decree.  All  indications  veer  to  the 
annual  MPTOA  convention  being  held  in 
Hollywood  early  in  the  spring,  Kuykendall 
stated.  He  left  for  his  home  in  Columbus, 
Miss.,  Thursday  where  he  will  spend 
Christmas  with  his  family.  From  there  he 
will  head  for  Miami  to  attend  an  exhibi- 
tor convention  to  be  held  in  Miami,  De- 
cember 31. 


0 

Kuykendall  Sees 
Retarded  Buying 

New  York — "I  predict  a lot  of  exhibitors 
will  hold  up  new  season's  buying  and 
let  a lot  of  blocks  of  five  accumulate/' 
Ed  Kuykendall,  head  of  the  MPTOA, 
stated  during  his  two-day  stay  here  this 
week. 

"Exhibitors  will  build  up  a backlog  of 
pictures  and  not  rush  to  buy  under  the 
new  selling  plan  provided  in  the  con- 
sent decree.  In  that  way  they  will  be 
able  to  make  better  deals  than  if  they 
rushed  to  buy  as  soon  as  the  blocks  of 
five  pictures  are  trade  shown." 

^ 

Lee,  Beier  or  Levy  Will 
Lead  M,  P,  Associates 

New  York — With  Jack  Ellis,  who  has 
served  three  terms,  declining  to  run  again, 
Joe  Lee  of  20th-Fox,  Nate  Beier  of  UA 
and  Dave  Levy  of  Universal  have  been 
nominated  for  the  presidency  of  M.  P. 
Associates.  In  addition  to  Ellis,  Morris 
Sanders  of  20th-Fox  and  Moe  Streimer  of 
UA  declined  nominations. 

Elections  are  scheduled  to  be  held  about 
January  15.  Other  nominations  for  va- 
rious offices  follow: 

First  vice-president — Jim  Frank  of  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply,  and  Jack  Hattem 
of  Interboro  circuit:  second  vice-president 
— Matty  Cahan,  incumbent;  secretary — 
Moe  Fraum  of  Columbia,  incumbent;  Fi- 
nancial secretary — Charles  Penser,  incum- 
bent; treasurer — Saul  Trauner  of  Colum- 
bia, who  now  holds  the  post;  and  sergeant- 
at-arms — Louis  Kutinsky  of  RKO  and  An- 
thony Ricci. 

Board  of  trustees,  two  to  be  selected — 
Seymour  Schussel  of  Columbia,  A1  Such- 
man  of  Consolidated  circuit,  Adolph  Haas 
of  Alexander  Film,  Ben  Abner  of  M-G-M, 
and  Jack  Levy  of  National  Screen. 

Approximately  $5,000  profit  was  chalked 
up  on  the  organization’s  annual  affair 
recently  held  at  the  Astor.  The  money 
goes  to  the  relief  fund. 


A Skouras-Warner 
Clearance  Problem 


New  York — UA  is  understood  holding 
out  on  the  demands  made  by  the  Skouras 
circuit  for  day  and  date  bookings  over 
Warner’s  Paterson  “A”  house  on  new  con- 
tracts. Some  of  the  exchanges  have  been 
giving  both  circuits  the  same  availability 
and,  where  the  Warner  house  has  not  ex- 
ercised its  right,  the  Skouras  house  in  Suf- 
fern  has  been  playing  ahead  on  some  pic- 
tures. 

The  Skouras  circuit  is  reported  insisting 
the  clearance  situation  remain  unchanged, 
but  Warner  is  understood  demanding  a 
seven-day  protection  for  its  “A”  houses. 
The  two  theatres  are  reported  12  miles 
apart. 

Some  sources  believe  Skouras  will  bring 
suit  if  the  present  status  is  changed  in 
favor  of  Warner.  Other  sales  representa- 
tives believe  the  matter  will  be  adjusted 
without  going  to  court. 

Protest  "U"  Plan  to 
Retire  Preferred 

New  York — Two  directors  of  Universal, 
representing  the  first  preferred  stock,  have 
submitted  to  the  board  a memorandum  in 
opposition  to  the  company’s  proposal  to 
retire  a portion  of  the  preferred  by  tenders 
from  stockholders.  The  directors,  Samuel 

I.  Posen  and  J.  Dabney  Penick,  state  it  is 
their  belief  it  would  be  “reckless”  to  retire 
any  of  the  preferred  stock  for  the  following 
reasons ; 

“During  the  years  1936  through  1938  the 
company’s  losses  were  $3,511,595  while 
profits  during  the  years  1939  and  1940 
were  $3,553,621,  making  total  net  earnings 
for  the  years  1936  through  1940,  of  $41,- 
725.  Of  the  total  earnings  of  the  company 
for  the  period,  $1,560,000  are  blocked  in 
Great  Britain. 

"Apart  from  the  foregoing,  we  believe 
that  the  retirement  is  improper  because  it 
is  the  primary  duty  of  the  company  to  pay 
dividends  to  preferred  stockholders  and  a 
secondary  duty  to  provide  the  benefits  of  a 
sinking  fund.  Where  funds  are  available 
in  amount  sufficient  to  pay  all  accumula- 
tions of  unpaid  dividends,  it  is  a form  of 
coercion  to  divert  such  funds  to  the  ac- 
cumulated payments  on  the  sinking  fund. 
The  purchase  of  any  preferred  stock  at  a 
price  in  excess  of  $110,  the  call  price,  will 
result  in  the  unlawful  payment  of  divi- 
dends to  some  stockholders  and  not  to 
others. 

“In  inviting  tenders  it  is  good  practice  to 
set  a fixed  price  at  which  tenders  will  be 
accepted  to  the  extent  of  the  fund  avail- 
able thereby  giving  each  stockholder  an 
equal  opportunity  to  dispose  of  his  stock. 
We  further  believe  the  approval  of  com- 
mon stockholders  should  be  procured.” 

Marvin  Schenck  Aide 
To  J.  Robert  Rubin 

New  York — Louis  B.  Mayer,  production 
chief,  has  appointed  Marvin  Schenck,  as- 
sistant to  Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  eastern 
talent  head  under  J.  Robert  Rubin,  studio 
representative.  The  new  duties  are  an 
addition  to  those  he  has  been  performing 
at  the  home  office. 

Schenck  has  been  buying  talent  for  the 
Loew  vaudeville  theatres  for  years.  He 
was  also  booker  for  the  circuit  under 

J.  H.  Lubin  and  succeeded  him  to  the  post 
when  the  later  resigned  due  to  illness.  His 
new  duties  in  no  way  conflict  with  A1  Alt- 
man, local  talent  scout  for  M-G-M. 


Cantor  Throws  Weight  to  National  Unity — 

At  one  of  a series  of  meetings  held  by  women  throughout  the  nation  to 
further  the  mobilization  for  national  unity  campaign  of  the  National  Con- 
ference of  Christians  and  Jews,  “Banjo  Eyes"  appeared  as  guest  of  honor. 
This  one  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Roger  W . Straus,  co-chairman  with 
Mrs.  Leo  Spitz  who  appears  on  the  left.  Then,  Cantor,  Mrs.  Straus  and 
Dr.  Everett  R.  Clinchy,  president  of  the  national  conference. 
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Benny-Alien  Feud  Buried  With  Kind  Assistance  of  a Real  Hatchet — 


For  the  occasion,  Paramount  threw  a monster  cocktail  party  at  S.  Billingsley’s  plush-lined  Stork  Club.  Hundreds  turned 
out  and  got  the  bartenders  and  waiters  slightly  nuts.  Actually,  it  was  all  a prelude  to  the  opening  of  ‘‘Love  Thy  Neigh- 
bor” later  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Paramount  where  early  waiting  lines  extended  down  West  ‘iith  Street  almost  to  Eighth 
Avenue,  which  is  quite  a distance.  At  the  Stork  and  at  the  theatre,  however,  the  above  were  among  those  glimpsed. 
Top  row,  left,  the  burial  ceremony;  to  the  right,  John  Balaban  of  B.  & K.  in  conversation  with  his  brother,  Barney,  Para- 
mount president,  and  Mrs.  Barney.  Below,  left,  Adolph  and  Mrs.  Zukor.  Finally,  John  and  Mrs.  Hertz. 
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JOHN  and  Dave  Balaban  and  Walter  Im- 
* merman  of  the  B&K  circuit  were  in 
town  the  early  part  of  the  week  . . . Norma 
Shearer,  who  is  in  from  the  coast,  is  being 
sought  by  Loew-ites  to  appear  at  the  pre- 
miere of  the  American,  December  26.  The 
opening  attraction  will  be  “Escape”  in 
which  she  appears  . . . Oscar  Doob  spent 
the  weekend  in  Washington  on  advance 
campaigns  for  the  premiere  of  “Plight 
Command.”  Art  Schmidt  was  also  in 
Washington  and  from  there  went  to  Chi- 
cago where  he  met  Joan  Crawford  who 
made  a special  appearance  for  a benefit 
show  in  that  city  . . . Bob  Cobb  of  the 
Brown  Derby  restaurants  in  Hollywood  is 
visiting  about  town  . . . Charles  P.  Skouras 
has  arrived  from  the  coast  to  spend  the 
holidays  with  his  brothers. 

Ed  Hatrick  is  all  set  to  leave  for  the 
Cromwell  Hotel  at  Miami  Beach,  January 
4 . . . Mrs.  J.  J.  O’Connor  expects  to  be 
discharged  Monday  from  Medical  Arts 
Center  where  she  has  been  recuperating 
for  the  past  few  weeks  . . . Joe  Penner, 
in  a camel’s  coat,  ambling  down  Broad- 
way the  other  afternoon  looking  over  the 
changes  since  he  was  here  last  . . . Joe 
fiosenbloom  is  planning  to  join  his  father- 
in-law,  Ed  Mantell,  at  Orlando,  Fla., 
sometime  in  January  for  a vacation.  Man- 
tell finally  got  away  Friday  after  weeks  of 
preparation  and  will  spend  the  winter  with 
Mark  Block,  his  brother-in-law  and  New 
Jersey  independent  . . . Douglas  George  of 
Associated  Theatres  of  Cleveland  was  in 
town  for  a few  days’  Christmas  shopping 
. . . Bill  Rodgers  had  his  family  as  his 
luncheon  guests  at  the  Astor  Hunting  room 
Wednesday  . . . E.  C.  Grainger  made  a 
tour  of  Shea  New  England  houses  during 


the  week.  He  left  as  soon  as  Jack  Shea 
came  back  from  the  same  trip. 

Ed  Kuykendall  is  having  trouble  with 
his  teeth  and  is  watching  his  food  these 
days  . . . Bill  Shiffrin,  Hollywood  agent  and 
brother  of  Irving  and  Herman  of  RKO  and 
M-G-M  home  offices,  will  become  a father 
in  April  . . . H.  M.  Richey  covered  a lot  of 
ground  the  last  week  what  with  exhibitor 
conventions  in  Kansas  City  and  Oklahoma 
City  and  speaking  to  parent-teacher  groups 
and  other  organizations  in  between  . . . 
Bob  Wilby  of  Atlanta  and  E.  V.  Richards 
of  New  Orleans,  Paramount  theatre  af- 
filiates, were  in  town  for  a couple  of  days 
. . . G.  L.  Carrington,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  Altec,  returned  from 
the  coast  in  time  to  take  care  of  his 
Christmas  needs.  Ditto  Harry  M.  Bessey, 
secretary-treasurer,  who  was  in  Chicago 
. . . Sid  Rechetnick  returned  from  Santa 
Fe  with  a nice  cold  that  took  several  days 
to  shake  off  . . . Local  salesmen  at  the  ex- 
changes swarmed  on  Miami  over  the  week- 
end on  vacation.  Branch  managers  are 
waiting  until  later  on  when  they  will  be 
headed  for  the  south,  too. 

Edward  Peskay  is  still  talking  about  his 
record  flight  on  the  Stratoliner  from  Chi- 
cago. The  time  was  two  hours  and  48  min- 
utes and  Monsieur  Peskay  has  the  proof. 
On  the  same  plane  were  Arthur  W.  Kelly 
and  Steve  Pallos  who  had  been  making  a 
tour  of  several  UA  branches  . . . Frank 
Seltzer,  Hal  Roach’s  coast  publicity  and 
advertising  head,  has  returned  to  the  coast 
after  a visit  to  New  York  and  Pittsburgh 
on  “Road  Show.”  Grace  Rosenfield  of  the 
local  publicity  department  for  Roach  also 


attended  the  Pittsburgh  premiere  . . . 
Fred  Meyers  returns  from  the  coast  Mon- 
day . . . Martin  Moskowitz  modestly  ad- 
mits the  newly  acquired  sunburn  is  due  to 
lamp  treatment  . . . Wonder  why  J.  J. 
Milstein  frowns  on  Lindy’s  new  eatery 
facing  the  Capitol?  Even  some  of  his 
closest  friends  would  like  to  know. 

Arthur  Hirsch,  Canadian  exhibitor  af- 
filiated with  Famous  Players  Canadian, 
left  for  Montreal  Tuesday  and  returned 
Saturday  . . . Haskell  Masters,  UA  Cana- 
dian division  head,  was  in  town  for  a few 
days  and  left  Tuesday  for  his  Toronto 
headquarters  . . . Ben  Cohen,  general 
manager  for  M-G-M  in  India,  is  due  next 
week  from  the  coast  where  he  has  been 
spending  a brief  vacation  ...  Joe  Horn- 
stein  left  Friday  for  Miami  to  join  his 
wife  and  two  sons.  George,  the  eldest,  is 
due  to  become  a father  again  shortly  . . . 
Charles  Stern,  UA  eastern  district  man- 
ager, is  recuperating  in  Miami  from  his 
recent  illness  . . . C.  K.  Stern,  Loew  as- 
sistant treasurer,  is  back  from  the  coast 
where  he  combined  three  weeks  with  busi- 
ness and  pleasure  . . . Bill  Gehring  visited 
the  local  20th-Fox  exchange  the  other 
day  . . . Arthur  Schwartz,  retiring  Brandt 
circuit  head  booker,  was  given  an  E.  K. 
16mm  camera  by  the  Brandts  as  a fare- 
well gift  Tuesday.  More  than  250  ex- 
hibitors, exchange  men  and  friends  at- 
tended a luncheon  in  his  honor  at  the 
Astor.  Joe  Lee  of  20th-Fox  was  m.  c.  and 
Henny  Youngman  gave  out  with  a num- 
ber of  gags.  A highlight  of  the  affair  was 
a Messing  bread  for  every  guest.  In  each 
bread  was  a novelty.  Schwartz  has  joined 

(Continued  on  page  26) 
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Upholsterers'  Union  Sues  I A 
For  $10,000  and  Injunction 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Back  From  Studio — 

Ju7ie  Jolnison.  daughter  of  Chic  John- 
son, “Hellzapoppin’  ” star,  arrives  at 
La  Guardia  airport  after  starring  in 
Republic’s  “Lone  Star  Raiders.”  With 
her  here  is  Dave  Whelan.  Republic 
publicity  director. 


Liable  lo  State  Law 
On  Dividend  Tax 


Washington  — Distributing  or  theatre 
corporations  doing  business  in  Wisconsin 
will  be  liable  to  the  state  dividend-tax 
law  under  a decision  of  the  supreme  court. 

Holding  that  a state  constitutionally  may 
impose  taxes  on  business  transacted  with- 
in its  borders,  the  court  reversed  a deci- 
sion by  the  state  supreme  court  that  for- 
eign corporations  could  not  be  reached  by 
such  a law. 

The  statute  imposes  a tax  on  all  corpo- 
rations, foreign  and  local,  equal  to  21/2 
per  cent  of  the  amount  of  dividends  de- 
clared and  paid  out  of  income  derived 
from  property  located  and  business  trans- 
acted in  Wisconsin,  the  corporation  de- 
claring the  dividend  being  liable  for  the 
tax,  which  it  is  required  to  deduct  from 
the  dividend. 

Taxes  were  assessed  against  a chain - 
store  company  domiciled  in  New  York,  un- 
der the  statute,  payment  being  contested 
on  the  ground  the  law  was  unconstitu- 
tional, The  trial  court  affirmed  the  valid- 
ity of  the  statute,  but  the  state  supreme 
court  reversed  the  decision  and  held  the 
state  could  not  go  beyond  its  borders  to 
collect  taxes. 

The  supreme  court  held  that  such  taxes 
were  valid,  so  long  as  they  were  confined 
to  income  derived  from  within  the  state 
and  were  not  discriminatory  as  between 
local  and  foreign  corporations. 

Consolidated  Decides  to 
Keep  Ascot,  Bronx,  Open 

New  York — In  a last  minute  decision, 
Consolidated  changed  its  plan  for  closing 
the  Ascot,  Bronx,  and  is  now  playing 
American-made  pictures  instead  of  foreign. 
It  was  originally  intended  to  close  the 
Ascot  this  week  and  reopen  Christmas  Day 
with  the  new  policy. 


New  York — Court  news  of  the  week  was 
featured  by  the  start  of  a union  battle 
between  Henry  Nielsen  and  Helen  Nodine, 
as  presidents  of  Locals  44  and  45  of  the 
Upholsterers’  International  Union  of  North 
America  against  the  lATSE  and  the  M.  P. 
Machine  Operators  Union,  Local  No,  1,  of 
the  U.  S.  and  Canada,  together  with  Solly 
Pernick  and  Vincent  Jacobi,  business  man- 
agers, in  the  supreme  court.  The  plain- 
tiff union  seeks  an  injunction  and  $10,000 
damages  for  an  alleged  edict  sent  out 
August  1,  1940  by  the  defendants  to  every 
New  York  theatre,  telling  the  managers  of 
these  houses  not  to  employ  the  plaintiff’s 
men. 

The  injunction  sought  seeks  to  restrain 
the  defendants  from  claiming  they  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  from  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  hang,  cut,  measure, 
estimate,  and  sew  draperies,  curtains  and 
wall  hangings  in  theatres.  The  edict  of 
the  defendants  will  “kill”  the  plaintiff’s 
union  as  its  members  are  now  resigning, 
the  plaintiff  claims  in  its  plea  for  court 
aid. 

Another  milestone  was  passed  in  the 
RKO  reorganization  when  Federal  Judge 
William  O.  Bondy  allowed  Thomas  K.  Fin- 
letter,  special  counsel  engaged  by  the  com- 
pany May  28,  1940  to  aid  in  fighting  re- 
organization fees  and  allowances,  $8,000, 
plus  $147  disbursements,  out  of  a total  of 
$15,000  sought. 

Mabel  Wayne  and  Neville  Fleeson’s  $50,- 
000  suit  against  M-G-M  Pictures  has  been 
settled  out  of  the  supreme  court.  The 
plaintiffs  charged  plagiarism  in  M-G-M’s 
song  “In  Between,”  used  in  an  unidenti- 
fied Judy  Garland  picture,  of  their  song, 
“Betwixt  and  Between,”  presumably  sub- 
mitted to  the  film  company  in  1937,  but 
rejected. 

RKO  has  been  granted  until  January  6 
to  file  an  answer  to  Helen  Twelvetrees 


$100,000  suit  against  it  in  the  supreme 
court  charging  libel.  An  application  for  a 
temporary  injimction  has  resulted  in  a 
reserved  decision.  The  film  company  did 
not  want  to  answer  until  the  injunction 
is  decided.  The  suit  charges  the  film  “I’m 
Still  Alive”  portrays  the  life  of  the  actress 
and  her  husband.  Jack  Woody. 

Minnie  Saltzman-Stevens,  Wagnerian 
soprano  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera  a quar- 
ter century  ago,  has  filed  a $100,000  su- 
preme court  suit  against  Columbia  seeking 
damages  for  the  alleged  unauthorized  use 
of  her  photograph  in  “I’ll  Take  Romance.” 
Photo  used  was  that  of  the  plaintiff  as 
“Kundry”  in  “Parsifal.”  The  plaintiff  is 
62  and  living  in  Milan,  Italy. 

Flynn  Posts  Bond 

Errol  Flynn  has  posted  a bond  for  costs 
in  the  supreme  court  through  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bonding  and  Insurance  Co.,  in 
connection  with  his  $2,000,000  libel  suit 
against  Harcourt,  Brace  and  Co.,  publish- 
ers: Quinn  and  Boden  Co.,  and  Constancia 
de  la  Mora,  authoress.  Flynn  was  accused 
in  Miss  de  la  Mora’s  book  of  using  the 
suffering  of  the  Spanish  people  in  their 
recent  civil  war  to  gain  publicity  for  him- 
self. 

Attorneys  for  Samuel  Goldwyn  have 
filed  a stipulation  in  the  federal  court  ask- 
ing for  postponement  of  the  trial  of  the 
Charles  H.  Phillips  Chemical  Co.,  Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert,  and  NBC,  against  Gold- 
wyn, Air  Features,  Selwyn  and  Co„  and 
Olive  Higgins  Prouty  to  April,  1941,  as  a 
settlement  is  in  progress  that  will  obviate 
the  necessity  of  a trial.  The  controversy 
involves  the  radio  rights  to  “Stella  Dallas” 
with  plaintiffs  claiming  to  have  received 
the  rights  from  the  author.  Miss  Prouty, 
through  her  agents;  and  Goldwyn  and 
Miss  Prouty  both  claiming  all  rights  to 
“Stella  Dallas,”  both  in  radio  and  for  pic- 
tures. 


— Photo  by  Acme 

$250,000  for  Aid  to  the  Greeks — 

Archbishop  Atheyiagoras,  Jiational  chairman  of  the  Greek  War  Relief  As- 
sociation’s appeal  for  $10,000,000,  presents  a check  for  $250,000  to  Harold 
S.  Vanderbilt,  national  hojiorary  chairman.  This  is  the  first  disbursement 
to  be  made  by  the  association  for  civilian  relief.  Van  Nomikos,  Chicago  the- 
atreman  and  national  vice-chairman,  is  on  the  left  and  Spyros  P.  Skouras, 
national  presideyit  of  the  association,  looks  on  from  the  right.  Skouras,  in- 
cidentally, is  devoting  much  of  his  time  to  this  cause. 
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Pins  Hope  for  Future 
On  Consent  Decree 


Philadelphia— Hope  that  the  consent 
decree  will  initiate  “a  new  era  of  better 
understanding  between  the  film  industry 
and  the  government”  was  voiced  by  Post- 
master General  Frank  C.  Walker  before 
the  Variety  Club  at  its  sixth  annual  din- 
ner in  the.  Bellevue-Stratford. 

Fifteen  hundred  showmen  and  their 
friends  paid  $10  a plate — net  proceeds  go- 
ing to  the  National  Foundation  for  Infan- 
tile Paralysis— to  hear  Walker,  head  of  the 
Comerford  circuit,  and  other  prominent 
film  men  and  to  enjoy  a sparkling  array 
of  performers. 

Calling  on  the  industry  to  do  its  part  in 
the  defense  program,  Walker  lauded  it  for 
its  past  contributions  to  the  nation’s  cul- 
ture. 

Major  General  Clifford  R.  Powell,  com- 
mandant of  Port  Dix,  told  the  showmen 
America  was  virtually  unprepared  when 
the  international  crisis  broke  last  year, 
and  called  for  greater  efforts  “to  defend 
those  things  represented  by  the  Golden 
Cross.” 


A Plea  for  Greece 

Spyros  Skouras,  president  of  National 
Theatres  and  head  of  the  Greek-American 
Relief  Ass’n,  pleaded  for  aid  for  embattled 
Greece,  “the  country  that  has  given  Amer- 
ica its  heritage  of  freedom.” 

Jay  Emanuel,  outgoing  chief  barker,  was 
presented  with  a pair  of  silver  candlesticks 
by  Dr.  Leon  Levy,  head  of  Station  WCAU, 
who  is  taking  over  the  barker’s  chair. 

Ben  Bemie,  who  did  a scintillating,  wise- 
cracking job  as  master  of  ceremonies,  il- 
lustrated the  spirit  of  the  affair  by  turning 
back  to  the  club  for  anti-paralysis  work 
$500  of  his  $600  fee.  The  remaining  $100 
he  gave  to  a blind  newsboy  at  a nearby 
restaurant. 

A bit  of  political  byplay  took  place  when 
Sen.  James  J.  Davis  called  for  coopera- 
tion, to  be  followed  by  City  Democratic 
Chairman  John  B.  Kelly,  who  said,  “We 
don’t  want  too  much  loyal  opposition — 
we  need  cool,  constructive  criticism.” 

Senator  Joseph  F.  Guffey  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  former  Gov.  Harold  G.  Hoff- 
man of  New  Jersey  also  spoke. 

The  club  presented,  through  Postmaster 
Walker,  a check  for  $2,000  to  Dr.  Alexan- 
der J.  Stoddard  for  a therapeutic  pool  for 
paralytics  in  the  Martin  Orthopedic 
School,  Philadelphia.  The  club  has  given 
the  same  school  more  than  $10,000  during 
the  year  for  extension  of  its  facilities. 

Considerable  comment  was  heard  on  the 
souvenir  program  booklet,  with  a cut-out 
figure  of  a barker  on  the  cover,  the  most 
novel  program  ever  published  at  the  club’s 
affairs.  Charles  Goodwin  was  head  of  the 


— Photos  by  The  Exhibitor 

At  the  Variety  Club  Dinner — 

Included  among  the  industry  figures  attending  the  sixth  annual  dinner  of 
the  Philadelphia  Variety  Club  in  the  Bellevue-Stratford  Hotel  were  those 
pictured  above.  Single-columned  at  the  top  left  are  Barney  Balaban,  Para- 
mount president;  Spyros  Skouras,  president  of  National  Theatres,  and 
Frank  C.  Walker,  postmaster  general,  interested  in  the  Comerford  circuit. 
Directly  above,  each  left  to  right,  top  row:  John  Nolan,  Comerford  cir- 
cuit; Walker,  again;  T.  J.  Connors,  M-G-M  eastern  division  sales  manager; 
Abe  Montague,  Columbia  general  sales  manager.  Center  row:  Carl  Leser- 
man,  assistant  general  sales  manager  for  Warner;  James  R.  Grainger, 
Republic  president;  W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  managing  director  of  the  Music 
Hall;  Rev.  Herbert  W.  Jones,  who  gave  the  benediction;  Ned  E.  Depinet, 
RKO  vice-president;  William  F.  Rodgers,  Metro  general  sales  manager. 
Bottom  row:  William  Sussman,  easier?!  division  manager  of  2Qth-Fox; 
Jay  Emanuel,  retiring  chief  barker;  Herman  Wobber,  20th-Fox  general 
sales  manager;  Edgar  Moss,  20th-Fox  Philadelphia  district  manager;  Ted 
Schlanger,  War?ier  theatre  manager  in  the  Philadelphia  zone;  Reverend 
Jones,  again. 


committee  that  put  it  out.  Members  were 
Myer  Adelman,  Allen  Benn,  Leo  Beresin, 
Harry  Blumberg,  Everett  Callow,  William 
J.  Clark,  Roger  W.  Clipp,  Alfred  J.  Davis, 
Ben  Pertel,  Melvin  Pox,  Henry  Friedman, 
Charles  Goldfine,  Norman  Lewis,  Oscar 
Neufeld,  Leo  Posel,  Sam  D.  Schwartz,  Dave 
Supowitz,  Joseph  Suskin  and  Earle  W. 
Sweigert. 

Among'  the  promineuts  seated  at  the  head 
tables  were  Herman  Wobber,  20th-Fox:  William 
A.  Scully,  Universal;  Carl  Leserman,  Vitagraph; 
Ned  Depinet,  RKO;  WilHam  F.  Rodgers.  M-G-M; 
Barney  Balaban,  Paramount;  Joseph  Bernhard, 
Warner  Theatres;  John  Harris,  president  of  Va- 
riety Clubs  of  America;  Abe  Montague.  Colum- 
bia; Arthur  Kelly,  United  Artists;  James  Grain- 
ger, Republic;  Earle  Sweigert,  Paramount;  Ted 
Schlanger.  Warner  Theatres;  Steve  Broidy,  Mono- 
gram; Ted  O’Shea,  M-G-M;  J.  J.  Unger,  Para- 
mount; Leon  Netter,  Paramount;  Louis  Krouse. 
lATSE. 

Len  Goldenson,  Paramount;  M.  A.  Lichtman, 
MPTOA;  Tom  Connors,  M-G-M;  Harry  Gold, 
United  Artists;  John  Nolan,  Comerford;  Bill  Suss- 


man, 20th-Fox;  Max  Cohen,  Allied  of  New  York; 
Jules  Levey,  Universal;  Edgar  Moss,  20th-Fox; 
Sam  Shane,  Motion  Picture  Daily;  Bob  White- 
man.  Paramount  Theatre;  Ed  Peskay,  Hal  Roach 
organization;  Joe  McConville,  Columbia;  Max 
Weisfeld,  Columbia;  John  C.  Flinn.  “Variety;” 
Red  Kann,  BOXOFFICE;  Nat  Levey,  RKO;  Bob 
Lynch.  M-G-M;  Federal  Judge  Harry  Kalodner; 
Philadelphia  Postmaster  Joseph  Gallagher;  W.  G. 
Van  Schmus.  Radio  City. 

Frank  L.  McNamee,  former  Philadelphia  branch 
manager  for  RKO,  was  named  manager  of  this 
year’s  paralysis  campaign.  James  P.  Clark,  Hor- 
lacher,  is  chairman. 

The  chairmen  of  the  various  committees  that 
had  a hand  in  putting  over  the  dinner  \vere  Jack 
Beresin,  general  chairman;  David  E.  Weshner, 
first  vice-chairman;  James  P.  Clark,  second  vice- 
chairman;  Ted  Schlanger,  dais  committee;  Charles 
H.  Goodwin,  program  book;  Hillary  Brown,  tick- 
ets; Samuel  Stiefel,  production;  Earle  W.  Swei- 
gert, reception;  Everett  Callow,  publicity;  Benja- 
min Fertel,  dinner;  Milton  Rogasner,  seating;  Wil- 
liam A.  MacAvoy  jr.,  electrical;  E.  O.  Wilschke, 
public  address  and  microphone;  Sidney  E.  Sam- 
uelson,  printing;  Clinton  Weyer,  hotel  and  trans- 
portation; Paul  Greenhalgh.  out  of  town  guests; 
Dr.  J.  Alex  Ritter,  physician-in-charge;  Louis 
Krouse,  public  relations,  and  William  Harrer  and 
Abe  Freeman,  technical  activities. 
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At  the  "Santa  Fe"  Premiere — 

Film  celebrities  who  attended  the  premiere  in  Santa  Fe  of  Warner’s 
“Santa  Fe’’  are  pictured  above  in  the  Coronado  room  of  the  La  Fonda 
Hotel  where  a grand  ball  was  held.  Left  to  right,  they  are:  Donald  Crisp, 
Wanda  McKay,  Rudy  Vallee,  Jean  Parker,  Rita  Hayworth  and  Errol  Flynn. 


Action  Over  Warner 
Lease  Is  Dismissed 


Albany- — Dismissal  of  a suit  by  Everett 
Pangburn  and  Grace  C.  Brennan,  present 
owners  of  the  Strand,  marks  an  important 
victory  for  Warner,  the  tenant,  and  a 
saving  of  $130,000  for  the  circuit.  The 
owners  sued  Warner  on  the  Strand  lease 
which  has  20  years  to  run,  claiming  that, 
under  a clause  in  the  agreement,  Warner 
was  to  pay  $6,500  a year  in  addition  to 
$12,000  annual  rent. 

Every  six  months,  according  to  the 
lease,  the  Warner  circuit  was  to  pay  the 
owners  $3,250  for  the  reduction  of  a 
$130,000  mortgage  on  the  premises.  War- 
ner claimed  it  had  satisfied  the  mortgage 
and  was  not  obligated  to  make  further 
semi-annual  payments. 

Supreme  Court  Judge  William  H.  Mur- 
ray decided  in  favor  of  the  circuit  and 
dismissed  the  complaint,  holding  Warner 
had  at  all  times  lived  up  to  its  agree- 
ment. Joseph  D.  Karp  of  the  home  office 
represented  the  circuit  while  Edward  S. 
Rooney  acted  for  the  plaintiffs. 


Rites  tor  Jacob  Lourie 
Are  Held  in  Roxbury 

Brookline,  Mass. — Funeral  services  were 
held  Friday  in  Roxbury  for  Jacob  Lourie, 
pioneer  New  England  exhibitor  and  once  a 
Paramount  partner  in  the  Publix-Netoco 
Corp.,  who  died  the  day  before  at  his  home 
here  at  the  age  of  66. 

Lourie,  Russian  born,  came  to  this  coun- 
try when  he  was  only  five.  In  1912,  he  en- 
tered the  industry  by  opening  New  Eng- 
land’s first  de  luxe  theatres,  the  present 
Modern  and  Beacon  in  Boston.  The  Mod- 
ern was  the  first  theatre  in  the  United 
States  to  be  outfitted  with  talkie  equip- 
ment. At  the  time  of  his  death,  Lourie 
was  associated  with  the  M&P  Theatres 
Corp.  and  a director  of  Publix-Netoco.  He 
was  once  president  of  the  Boston  MPTO 
unit. 

Lourie  is  survived  by  his  widow,  three 
sons,  two  daughters  and  a brother,  all  of 
Boston. 


Sherwood  to  Produce  Two 
With  Bergner  lor  UA 

New  York — ^UA’s  producer  roster  is  in- 
creased, one,  now  making  a total  of  14, 
with  the  signing  of  a deal  for  two  pictures 
from  Elisabeth  Bergner  and  her  director- 
husband,  Paul  Czinner.  Robert  Sherwood 
will  produce.  The  first  is  slated  to  be 
“Rings  on  Her  Fingers,”  with  the  other, 
“That  Was  No  Lady.” 

Edit  "Barber  of  Seville" 
For  Release  Next  Month 

New  York — Produced  in  pre-war  France. 
“The  Barber  of  Seville”  is  now  being 
edited  with  English  titles  for  release  next 
month,  according  to  J.  J.  Balaber  of  Dat- 
lowe  Productions.  Release  of  Rossini’s 
comic  opera  will  coincide  with  plans  mark- 
ing the  125th  anniversary  of  the  com- 
poser’s birth. 

Reiterate  Pledge  to  Aid 
The  Defense  Program 

New  York — Industry  leaders  again 
pledged  support  to  the  government  on  its 
national  defense  program  at  a meeting 
Wednesday  at  the  office  of  Joseph  Bern- 
hard,  chairman  of  the  film  committee. 
Cooperation  in  the  production  of  shorts 
and  distribution  of  pictures  with  national 
defense  angles  was  also  given. 


RKO  Extends  Campaign 

New  York — Due  to  the  postponement  of 
the  national  release  date  of  “Little  Men” 
to  January  10,  the  closing  date  of  the  $15,- 
000  exhibitors’  contest  for  the  best  cam- 
paign has  been  extended  to  April  15,  ac- 
cording to  S.  Barret  McCormick,  director 
of  advertising  and  publicity. 


Cagney-Davis  Co-star 

Hollywood — James  Cagney  and  Bette 
Davis  will  co-star  in  “The  Bride  Came 
C.  O.  D.,”  which  will  go  into  production 
January  2,  according  to  Jack  L.  Warner. 
It  will  be  directed  by  William  Keighley 
from  a script  by  Philip  and  Julius  Epstein. 


f 

May  Screen  Close  to 
National  Release 


New  York — Since  virtually  every  predic- 
tion on  what  can  be  expected,  once  the 
terms  of  the  consent  decree  become  opera- 
tive, so  far  has  been  based  on  speculation 
there  is  no  reason  to  make  an  exception  in 
respect  to  “How  early  will  blocks  of  five 
units  be  screened  in  advance  of  release 
dates?” 

Here,  therefore,  is  the  reaction  of  one 
sales  executive  who  believes  trade  screen- 
ings will  be  vei-y  close  to  release  dates  and 
not  months  ahead,  as  has  been  suggested 
in  some  quarters.  He  has  in  mind  the  ac- 
cepted fact  that  trade  paper  reviewers  will 
be  present  at  exhibitor  screenings  and  will 
report  their  findings,  as,  quite  naturally 
they  should.  He  goes  on  like  this: 

“The  distribution  department  and  the 
publicity  department  of  each  company  are 
always  working  together  for  the  best  pos- 
sible kind  of  publicity.  They  won’t  get  it 
if  they  have  trade  screenings  months  in 
advance  because  lots  of  valuable  publicity 
will  be  lost  in  the  interim.  It  always  is 
when  a campaign  gets  under  way  too  far 
ahead  of  the  picture’s  general,  or  even 
first  run,  release. 

“Although  it  is  not  expected  that  all- 
out  campaigns  will  start  when  the  pictures 
are  trade  screened,  the  reviews  of  these 
pictures  will  appear  in  the  trade  papers. 
And  just  as  long  as  there  is  no  law  against 
any  one  buying  a trade  paper  in  which  a 
review  appears,  you  will  find  much 
promiscuous  ‘lifting’  of  material  on  these 
reviews  by  publications  that  mean  well, 
but  can  do  much  hann.  For  instance,  if 
fan  publications  get  hold  of  these  reviews 
three  or  four  months  before  the  pictures 
are  released  they  can  take  lots  of  punch 
out  of  the  publicity  and  no  distributor  is 
going  to  engage  in  secondary  publicity 
campaigns  to  offset  another  one  that  may 
not  be  too  favorable.” 


To  Market  "Phila,  Story" 
As  a Regular  Release 

New  York — M-G-M  will  market  “The 
Philadelphia  Story”  as  a regular  release 
instead  of  sending  it  out  under  an  ad- 
vance admission  price  policy  similar  to 
“Boom  Town.” 

The  film  has  had  six  pre-release  test 
engagements,  and  while  the  business  was 
only  slightly  under  that  of  “Boom  Town,” 
it  did  not  reach  the  company’s  expectancy. 
However,  since  the  grosses  at  the  six  spots 
were  so  uniformly  high  it  appears  certain 
the  film  will  be  sold  in  a top  allocation. 

After  out-grossing  all  but  one  of  the 
company’s  regular  releases,  besides  com- 
ing in  slightly  below  “Boom  Town,”  the 
film  held  over  a second  week  in  each  pre- 
release. In  Milwaukee,  after  a first  week 
at  the  Wisconsin,  it  was  moved  to  a simul- 
taneous two-theatre  run  at  the  Strand 
and  Wisconsin  for  a second  week. 


Crosby  and  Sturges  Sign 
New  Pacts  at  Paramount 

Hollywood — Bing  Crosby  and  Preston 
Sturges  have  signed  new  deals  with  Para- 
mount. 

Crosby’s  arrangement  is  slated  to  run 
three  years  without  options.  Sturges  has  a 
two-year  agreement  which  calls  for  three 
pictures  a year.  He  will  write  and  direct 
them. 
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O'Shea,  Bowen  Play 
To  a Full  House 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Bowen  s Party,  and  Also  O'Shea's — 

Jack  Bowen  in  the  middle  of  his  acceptance  speech  at  the  Astor  where  ap- 
proximately 650  representatives  of  the  New  York  industry  gathered  on 
Thursday  to  do  him  and  E.  K O’Shea  honor.  Bowen  is  new  New  York  district 
manager  for  M-G-M  and  O’Shea,  new  central  division  manager.  Harry 
Brandt,  toastmaster,  is  in  the  middle.  He  has  been  known  to  remark  this  is  a 
familiar  position  for  him  to  occupy. 


New  York  — Ted  O’Shea  and  Jack 
Bowen,  newly  appointed  M-G-M  division 
and  district  managers,  played  to  a full 
house  in  the  Belvedere  Room  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  when  more  than  650  local  exhibi- 
tors, exchange  men,  home  office  execu- 
tives, bookers  and  buyers  paid  tribute  to 
them  and  presented  each  with  a plaque. 

Any  exhibitor  of  any  importance  in  the 
local  industry  put  in  an  appearance  and 
the  occasion  was  highlighted  by  one  of  the 
wittiest  talks  from  one  of  them.  He  was 
Sam  Rinzler  of  the  Randforce  circuit  who 
put  aside  a speech  presumably  prepared 
for  him  by  his  partner,  Louis  Frisch,  and 
went  ad  lib  for  the  bulk  of  the  laughs. 

Rinzler  followed  former  Mayor  James 
J.  Walker,  who  had  to  leave  early  to  per- 
form his  duty  as  a “buttonhole  umpire.” 
However,  the  former  chief  executive  for 
the  city  of  New  York  hit  a responsive  note 
when  he  said,  “Knowing  that  the  industry 
is  fitting  itself  nicely  into  the  decree,  I see 
it  selling  in  groups  of  two.”  He  referred 
to  the  guests  of  honor  as  “two  Irishmen 
who  are  out  to  take  you.” 

The  head  of  the  Randforce  circuit 
topped  off  his  remarks  by  saying,  “At 
least  I am  one  exhibitor  who  is  on  the 
dais  and  who  pays  a fair  price.”  He  re- 
ferred to  Louis  Nizer’s  recent  book,  stat- 
ing, “Lou  can  now  write  a speech  from  a 
Bar  Mitzvah  to  a wedding.”  His  best  gag 
was  the  one  wherein  he  said,  “If  the  ‘Big 
Five’  can’t  sell  their  pictures  under  the  de- 
cree they  can  turn  them  over  to  the  ‘Lit- 
tle Three’  to  sell  for  them.” 

Martin  Quigley  was  the  next  speaker 
and  expressed  his  wishes  for  the  con- 
tinued success  of  both  men. 

Gives  Schenck  Credit 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  M-G-M,  stated  he  played  only  a 
small  part  in  the  promotion  of  the  men, 
that  the  policy  which  moved  them  up 
was  directly  attributed  to  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  president. 

Ralph  Pielow,  Albany  manager  who  suc- 
ceeds Bowen  in  the  local  area,  was  intro- 
duced from  the  floor.  Jack  Byrne,  Boston 
manager  who  assumes  a mid-western  dis- 
trict, sat  with  Pielow  but  was  not  intro- 
duced. 

Leo  Brecher,  representing  the  ITOA 
committee,  then  presented  the  plaques  to 
both  men.  Harry  Brandt,  toastmaster, 
announced  from  the  dais  that  all  proceeds 
above  expenses  from  the  affair  will  be 
turned  over  to  the  M.  P.  Associates  Relief 
Fund.  There  were  more  than  100  tele- 
grams, but  none  was  read. 

Howard  Dietz  then  took  the  floor,  de- 
claring he  was  pleased  to  see  so  many  ex- 
hibitors “honoring  two  lost  men  from  the 
tribe  of  Israel.”  He  said  he  was  inclined 
to  believe  the  affair  was  probably  being 
held  to  cement  unity  in  the  industry. 

Nizer  was  brief  for  Louis  Nizer  and  very 
much  to  the  point.  He  said,  in  the  course 
of  his  praise  for  the  two  men,  that  “every- 
body has  suspicions  about  the  decree  and 
that’s  what  makes  me  think  it  is  a very 
good  decree.”  He  urged  all  to  make  a sin- 
cere effort  to  make  it  work. 

Bowen  was  the  first  of  the  honored 
guests  to  speak.  He  thanked  everyone  for 
cooperation  and  support.  Brandt,  in  in- 
troducing O’Shea,  referred  to  him  as  the 
second  half  of  a “Double  A”  bill. 

On  the  dais  were  Harry  Hecht,  Jay 
Emanuel,  E.  M.  Saunders,  Rinzler,  J.  J. 


O’Connor,  C.  C.  Moskowitz,  Rodgers,  Nizer, 
Dietz,  Quigley,  Walter  Vincent,  Fred 
Schwartz,  Brecher,  Tom  Connors  and  Max 

A.  Cohen. 

The  attendance  included: 

Ben  Abner,  Morris  Alin,  N.  Arenwald 
and  E.  W.  Aaron. 

A.  Baker,  W.  E.  Barry,  Herman  Becker, 
Nat  Beier,  Ed  Bell,  John  Benas,  N.  Bender, 
H.  Bennett,  S.  Berns,  Bernard  Bergton, 
Joel  Bezhaler,  James  Binkov,  Jack  Birn- 
baum,  S.  Blaskey,  Laurence  Bolognini,  J. 
C.  Bolte,  William  Brandt,  Leo  Brecher,  W. 
Brecher,  Bernie  Brooks,  H.  Britwar,  Col- 
vin Brown,  Dr.  Henry  Brown,  A.  J.  Burns 
and  John  Byrne. 

J.  Cadine,  Lowell  V.  Calvert,  J.  Capsuto, 
Charles  Casey,  Arnold  Cohen,  Lester 
Cohen,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Tom  J.  Connors, 
Johnny  Coniff  and  M.  F.  Cummings. 

A.  F.  Daly,  Frank  Damis,  Irving  Dash- 
kin,  George  Davis,  Jack  Davis,  C.  D.  Dee- 
sen,  Sid  Dennow,  Irving  Dollinger,  Oscar 
Doob,  C.  O.  Dooley  and  P.  Durand. 

Herbert  Ebenstein,  P.  Eisenberg,  Clar- 
ence Eiseman,  H.  Eisenstadt,  Jack  Ellis, 
N.  Elson,  Robert  Ellsworth  and  Russell 
Emde. 

Fred  Faulkner,  J.  J.  Felder,  Max  Feller- 
man,  William  Ferguson,  J.  Flaherty,  Bill 
Forman,  S.  Franklin,  Max  Fried,  C.  Fried- 
man, H.  Friedman,  Emanuel  Frisch,  Louis 
Frisch,  Harry  Furst  and  Harry  Fellerman. 

Louis  Gans,  Louis  George,  Moe  Ginsberg, 
W.  F.  Githens,  B.  Gladstone,  Herman 
Glucksman,  G.  Goett,  Louis  Goidel,  Her- 
man Gold,  Erwin  Gold,  George  Gold, 
Louis  Gold,  Nat  Goldberg  and  Irving 
Goldstein. 

J.  J.  Goldberg,  Harold  Goldgraben,  Sam 
Goodman,  I.  Gottlieb,  S.  Gottlieb,  J. 
Gravany,  Harry  Greenberg,  Harold  Green- 
berg, J.  Gulkis. 

Adolph  Haas,  B.  Halberstadt,  Harry  Har- 
ris, Harry  Hecht,  William  J.  Heineman, 
Irving  Helfont,  E.  Hertzig,  D.  Hill,  I. 
Hirsch. 

P.  Jacobs,  S.  Jacobson,  Don  Jaycocks, 
Ben  Joel,  J.  J.  Jordon. 

Red  Kann,  Irving  Kaplan,  Jim  Kaplan, 
Morris  Kaplan,  William  Kaster,  C.  T. 
Katsch,  Joe  Katsch,  I.  Katz,  J.  Katzoff, 
M.  L.  Kaufman,  A.  J.  Kearney,  Harry 
Klein,  Harold  Klein,  S.  L.  Klein,  Ben  Kno- 
bel,  L.  Knowles,  Sol  Kravitz,  Rudy  Kuhn, 

B.  B.  Kreisler,  Milt  Kusell,  Matty  Kutin- 
sky,  Morris  Kutisker,  Louis  Kuttler. 

A.  Lacks,  Morris  Lane,  G.  Langbart, 


Jules  Lapidus,  J.  J.  Lee,  C.  Lee,  Otto  Le- 
derer,  Sam  Lefkowitz,  Moe  Levine,  Wil- 
liam Levine,  David  A.  Levy,  Gene  Levy, 
Jack  Levy,  Joel  Levy,  J.  Liggett,  J.  Lip- 
schutz,  Tom  Livotti,  George  Lynch. 

F.  J.  A.  MacCarthy,  J.  S.  McCloud, 
Charles  B.  McDonald,  J.  Mahr,  John 
Mannheimer,  M.  Mario,  Adolph  Margolies, 
Irwin  Margolies,  J.  Michaels,  Dave  Miller, 
Frank  Mascato,  Charles  Moses,  C.  C, 
Moskowitz,  John  Murphy. 

H.  Newman,  Max  Noble. 

J.  J.  O’Connor,  H.  Oestreicher,  Chas. 
O’Reilly. 

B.  Paskaw,  H.  Pastman,  Ben  Perse, 
Harry  Perse,  G.  Picker,  Ralph  Pielow. 

Hyman  Rachmil,  E.  C.  Raftery,  Arthur 
Rapf,  Terry  Ramsaye,  Henry  Randel, 
Walter  Reade,  Sol  Ravitz,  Charles  Reagan, 
Henry  Reiner,  G.  Reisner,  O.  Rettig,  Max 
Rhonheimer,  Sam  Rhonheimer,  Harry 
Richek,  H.  M.  Richey,  Harold  Rinzler,  Sam 
Rinzler,  Harold  Rodner,  Moe  Rose,  Sam 
Rosen,  M.  Rosen,  Leon  Rosenblatt,  Joe 
Rosenbloom,  Dave  Rosenzweig,  Sam  Roth, 
Harry  Royster,  Mike  Rudin,  Eddie  Rugoff. 

Arthur  Sachson,  J.  Sanders,  Morris 
Sanders,  Rudy  Sanders,  Bert  Sanford, 
Myron  Sattler,  E.  M.  Saunders,  Sam  Sax, 
Marvin  Schenck,  Prank  Schiffman,  Louis 
and  Donald  Schine,  Ed.  M.  Schnitzer,  Les- 
lie Schwartz,  Lou  Schwartz,  Fred  Schwartz, 
William  Schutzer,  D.  Scotto,  Si  Seadler, 
Dan  Seider,  Ed  Seider,  I.  Seider,  J.  M. 
Seider,  Ben  Sherman,  Sam  Shain,  J.  E. 
Shea,  M.  A.  Shea  jr.,  T.  E.  Shea,  J.  Sic- 
cardi,  Arthur  Siegel,  Henry  Siegel,  M.  L. 
Simmons,  Geo.  P.  Skouras,  John  Slattery, 
Dave  Snaper,  Wilbur  Snaper,  J.  M.  Spring- 
er, Maury  Stahl,  George  Stamatus,  Myron 
Starr,  Bert  Steam,  Monroe  Stein,  P. 
Stein,  William  Stein,  R.  Storch,  Moe 
Streimer,  Sam  Straussberg,  A1  Suchman, 
Ed  Susse,  Herman  Sussman,  William  Suss- 
man,  C.  Swazzo,  S.  Swazzo. 

Harry  Thomas,  J.  J.  Thompson,  P.  S. 
Tuckerman. 

J.  J.  Unger. 

Joe  Vergesslich,  Morris  Vinegrad,  J.  R. 
Vogel. 

J.  J.  Walker,  Max  Wallack,  Joe  Walsh, 

L.  M.  Weber,  B.  Weinstock,  Dave  Wein- 
stock,  H.  Weingarten,  Bob  Weitman,  Louis 
Weitzman,  Isidore  Welt,  Irving  Wheeler, 
Jack  White,  Wm.  A.  White,  Phil  Winnik, 

M.  Wormser. 

Hal  Young. 

I.  Zadacco,  Irving  Zatkin. 
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“PLIGHT  COMMAND”  became  “Com- 
mand Flight”  when  the  M-G-M  pub- 
licity staff  chartered  a Penn-Central  pas- 
senger plane  Sunday  eve  for  a round-trip 
flight  to  Pittsburgh,  and  established  prece- 
dent in  having  the  feature,  “Plight  Com- 
mand,” previewed  within  the  plane  for  the 
distinguished  passengers,  the  critics.  Ade- 
line Cox,  PCA  hostess  and  chosen  “Miss 
Plight  Command,”  fulfilled  the  honored 
role.  Walter  Pidgeon,  who  trained  in  for 
the  premiere  at  the  Capitol,  was  the  hon- 
ored guest  at  the  Carlton  banquet  prior  to 
the  showing.  Red  Skelton,  a surprise  visitor 
for  the  festivities,  served  as  m.  c.  preced- 
ing the  main  event  which  was  attended  by 
a host  of  high-ranking  officers  of  the 
Army  and  Navy. 

Variety  News:  Welfare  Chairman  Rudy 
Berger  advises  of  the  gift  of  $6,000  to  two 
local  hospitals — Providence  and  Children’s 
— for  complete  deyital  equipment  to  pro- 
vide care  for  indigent  children  . . . Sidney 
Lust,  retirmg  barker,  will  be  honored  at  a 
stag  smoker  in  the  club  rooms  at  8:30  p. 
m.,  December  27.  Harry  Brown  and  George 
Crouch  will  be  “kmgs”  for  the  affair  . . . 
0?i  SuTiday,  from  three  to  five  in  the 
afternoon,  the  annual  Xmas  party  for  kid- 
dies featuring  gifts  ayid  refreshments  will 
be  held  at  the  club,  with  Archie  Engel  in 
charge  . . . The  New  Year’s  party  on  De- 
cember 31  m the  club  has  been  limited  to 
reservatioyis  for  200.  Harry  Brown  and 
Archie  Engel  will  be  “kings”  that  evening. 

The  20th-Pox  exchange  maintained  its 
lead  throughout  the  recent  S.  R.  Kent  drive 
and  came  home  the  winner  in  the  national 
group,  offsetting  last  year’s  photo-finish 
position  of  runner-up  . . . Nat  Levey,  RKO 
district  manager,  visited  for  a huddle  with 
Branch  Manager  Bob  Folliard  and  the 
sales  staff  with  regard  to  the  forthcoming 
Depinet  drive  . . . The  Horlacher  Social 
Club  will  hold  a Xmas  party  Sunday  for 
members  and  their  families.  Refreshments 


and  films  for  the  kiddies  will  highlight 
the  occasion. 

The  Lichtman  circuit  inaugurated  the 
policy  of  a general  meeting  by  holding  a 
two-day  business  session,  December  17-18, 
with  executives,  departmental  heads  and 
22  managers  in  attendance.  At  the  close 
of  business  on  the  second  day,  the  group 
toured  the  FBI.  A banquet  in  the  eveyiing 
climaxed  the  meeting.  H.  Graham  Barbee 
jr.,  general  manager  of  the  southern  di- 
vision, and  Mrs.  Barbee  visited  with  Gen- 
eral Manager  and  Mrs.  Edward  Haley  prior 
to  the  assembly. 

Steve  Broidy,  Monogram  general  sales 
manager,  and  Harry  Thomas,  franchise 
holder,  visited  Branch  Manager  Harry 
Brown  . . . Doris  Price,  Monogram  booker, 
has  resigned,  the  glad  tidings  to  be  flashed 
later.  Bill  Jones,  formerly  of  the  Lichtman 
staff,  joins  the  Monogram  group  as  booker 
and  office  manager  . . . Alice  Hildebrand 
has  resigned  from  UA  to  join  her  husband 
in  Philly,  with  Mary  Earl  of  New  York 
replacing  her  ...  It  is  said  a new  house  is 
being  constructed  in  Ellicott  City  . . . Visit- 
ing the  Row:  Holland  Webster,  Elizabeth 
City,  N.  C.;  Mr.  Bolling,  Norton;  Bill 
Smith,  Waldorf;  Buck  Stover,  Virginia; 
Leon  Zeller,  H.  Meyerberger,  Joe  Fields, 
A1  Kahn,  Lou  Cohen,  Han-y  Silver,  Buddy 
Silverburg,  all  of  Baltimore. 

Charlie  Moore,  who  managed  the  house 
in  Fries,  Va.,  for  the  YMCA,  has  taken  a 
lease  on  same  in  his  own  interests  . . . Guy 
Flannery  of  Richlands  was  on  a 2‘i-hour 
schedule  while  his  children  battled  the  flu 
. . . Vernon  Carpenter  of  Haysi  and  Grundy 
has  purchased  a home  in  Haysi  . . . Earl 
Atkins  of  Clintwood  is  preparing  for  a va- 
cation at  the  well  known  resort  in  Hot 
Sprmgs  . . . The  shades  of  Paul  Muni  were 
about  us  wheji  Bill  Henderson  graced  the 
20th-Fox  exchange  modeling  a Hudson  Bay 
fur  hat  . . . RKO’s  Helen  Paulson  spent  her 
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MAX  COHEN,  Branch  Manager 


JOE  YOUNG 
WALTER  DAVIS 
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SAM  GALANTY,  Division  Manager 


JOE  KUSHNER 
JOE  WALSH 
BEN  CAPLON 


DANNY  ROSENTHAL 
"NICK"  WEEMS 
"CHICK"  WINGFIELD 


FREDDIE  SAPPERSTEIN 


belated  vacation  in  New  York  . . . Edgar 
Moss,  20th-Fox  district  manager,  visited 
Baltimore  accounts  with  Sam  Wheeler  . . . 
Hazel  Robertson  has  resigned  her  post  at 
Universal,  with  Dorothy  Weller  joining  the 
staff  as  telephone  greeter  . . . Yuletide  will 
be  double  featured  for  Universal’s  Sam 
Tabor  and  Madline  Chappell  as  their 
birthdays  fall  on  the  2Mh  and  25th,  re- 
spectively. 

Election  results  in  the  Projectionists’ 
Union,  Local  224,  named  T.  D.  Bittenbender, 
president;  Charles  Fisher,  first  vice-presi- 
dent; E.  Holz,  second  vice-president;  Ralph 
Grimes,  secretary;  T.  L.  Hopkins,  financial 
secretary;  F.  Stevens,  treasurer;  T.  A. 
Reed,  business  agent;  G.  J.  McConnell  and 
William  Sheehan,  executive  board  . . . Bill 
Fisher,  formerly  of  Schine’s,  is  booking  for 
Lawrence  Phillips’  Stanton  and  Academy 
. . . Joe  Bernheimer,  20th-Fox  projection- 
ist, made  his  debut  in  a plane  when  he 
was  chosen  to  focus  the  preview  of  “Flight 
Command.” 

Sidney  Lust  has  decreed  to  close  the 
houses  in  his  circuit  on  Xmas  day  to  per- 
mit the  persomiel  to  observe  the  festive 
day  with  their  families  . . . Roy  Schatt, 
Waryier  artist,  appeared  in  a character  role 
in  the  Kingsmith  Playhouse’s  version  of 
“Two  on  an  Island”  . . . Frank  LaFalce, 
Charlotte  Duncan,  his  secretary,  and  Ann 
DeMello  joined  hands  in  a dental  drama 
and  now  wonder  why  they  waited  . . . Jack 
Nicholson,  home  office  auditor,  is  in  for  a 
check  . . . Universal’s  Max  Cohen  joined 
Salesman  Barney  Frank  on  a visit  to  Vir- 
ginia accounts. 

Metro’s  Irene  Schweigenhaft  has  sub- 
mitted her  resignation,  same  to  become  ef- 
fective January  15  when  she  will  reside  in 
New  York  . . . Jack  Goldberg  is  battling  a 
stiff  cold  . . . Esther  Rose  Blendman  will 
depart  on  her  vacation  December  29  . . . 
Catherine  Murphy  has  purchased  a new 
home  . . . Helen  Pender  will  be  a year 
older  on  the  21st  and  Bertha  Gerfeld  will 
likewise  celebrate  on  the  27th. 


Set  for  January 

Hollywood — A January  starting  date 
now  looms  for  “Let  the  Rafters  Ring,” 
feature-length  film  being  planned  by 
members  of  the  British  colony  in  Holly- 
wood. George  J.  Schaefer  of  RKO  has  ad- 
vanced production  costs  and  will  distribute 
the  film  at  cost.  All  profits  go  to  Ameri- 
can and  British  charities. 
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R.  K.  0.  PICTURES 

203  EYE  STREET,  N.  W. 

BOB  FOLLIARD,  Branch  Manager 
RUSSELL  HILDEBRAND,  Office  Manager 
A1  Folliard  El  Grover 

Olmsted  Knox  Harry  Kahn 
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We  wish  to  take  this  occasion  to  extend  to  our 
many  friends  our  sincere  appreciation  for  their 
kind  cooperation  during  the  8th  annual  S.  R. 
Kent  Drive,  and  to  wish  one  and  all  a 

MERRY  XMAS  and  a PROSPEROUS 
NEW  YEAR 

20th  Century-Fox  FIfnns 

932  New  Jersey  Ave.  N.  W. 

SAM  WHEELER,  Branch  Manager 
Sara  Young  Joe  Cohan 

Jerry  Murphy  Fred  Klein 

Glenn  Norris  Sam  Diamond 

Ira  Sichelman 
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V/ishing  You  and  Yours  a Season  of  Happi- 
ness, Health  and  Prosperity 

METRO-GCLDWyN-MAYER 

PICTURES 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

RUDOLPH  BERGER,  Branch  Manager 
PHIL  BOBYS  JACK  GOLDBERG 

FRANK  J,  SCULLY  HARRY  COHEN 

CARLTON  DUFFUS 
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Eddie  Fontaine,  Manager 


"Vince"  Dougherty 
Harley  Davidson 


H,  C.  Thompson 
Jack  Bryan 


Bob  Grace 
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(Continued  from  page  19) 

his  new  father-in-law  in  the  bakery  busi- 
ness. which  explains  the  bread. 

Leon  Netter,  Paramount  circuit  execu- 
tive, is  back  from  a theatre  partners’ 
meeting  in  North  Carolina.  The  first  thing 
he  did  was  treat  Mrs.  N.  and  two  of  his 
FOUR  so?is  to  the  Benny-Alien  show  at 
the  Paramount.  Rose  Mirrel.  his  secretary, 
likes  Florida  sunshine  but  prefers  New 
York  orange  juice.  That’s  her  decision 
after  a vacation  in  the  southern  state  . . . 
Frank  Donovan  has  returned  from  a busi- 
ness trip  to  the  coast  . . . Meyer  Beck,  if 
you  recognize  him.  is  sporting  a renovated 
nose  and  a new  set  of  breathing  apparatus 
after  three  weeks  under  the  doctor’s  care 
and  three  hours  under  his  scalpel  . . . Ar- 
thur Herschman,  Loew  circuit  publicist,  is 
rounding  out  his  third  week  at  French 
Hospital,  somewhat  the  worse  for  bronchial 
pneumonia  . . . Jimmy  Sileo,  official 
photographer  of  the  Music  Hall  and  fre- 
quent lens  reporter  for  Boxoffice,  made 
the  first  page  of  the  Sunday  Times  maga- 
zine section  with  a shot  illustrating  an 
article  07i  the  ballet. 

Plenty  cute  is  that  cardboard  recording 
of  hit  tunes  from  "Road  Show”  prepared 
by  the  Hal  Roach  office  in  its  pre-selling 
campaign.  It's  on  the  way  to  thousands 
of  exhibitors,  and  besides  providing  amuse- 
ment for  the  living  room  can  be  used 
as  a p.  a.  ballyhoo  . . . Bill  Danziger  of  the 
M-G-M  publicity  staff  has  gone  to  visit 
his  folks  in  Cincinnati  for  the  holidays  . . . 
A son,  the  first,  was  born  to  the  Richard 
C.  Cartons  at  Presbyterian  Hospital,  New- 
ark. He  is  manager  of  the  Mayfair,  which 
is  owned  by  grandfather,  Harry  A.  Kridel 
. . . Leonard  Mayer,  formerly  in  charge  of 


Nat'l  Screen  Accessories 
Moving  to  Film  Bldg. 

New  York — National  Screen  Accessories 
will  shortly  move  from  the  local  Para- 
mount exchange  to  the  third  floor  at  630 
Ninth  Ave.  National  Screen  has  its  head- 
quarters in  the  film  building  and  because 
of  additional  space  requirements  finds 
it  will  be  necessary  to  move  its  subsidiary 
into  the  same  building  above  the  second 
floor  which  has  been  the  shipping  head- 
quarters for  National  trailers. 


Explains  the  Code 

New  York — Louis  Nizer,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  New  York  Film  Board,  gave  a 
legal  analysis  of  the  consent  decree  to  local 
branch  managers  at  a meeting  Friday 
afternoon  at  the  organization’s  headquar- 
ters. 


Loew  circuit  publicity  in  north  Queens, 
has  been  made  assistant  manager  of  the 
circuit’s  Rio  . . . Russell  Birdwell  gets  top 
billing  in  a full-page  article  in  a current 
Time  magazine  article  devoted  to  himself. 
Harry  Brand  and  Charlie  Einfeld,  whose 
“jobs  are  to  keep  the  world  aware  of 
movies,  beglamored  about  movie  stars  and 
thus  herd  in  admissions  to  the  boxoffice.” 

James  K.  McGuinness,  M-G-M  writer 
a7id  producer,  is  here  from  the  coast  for  a 
short  visit  . . . Ditto  Tay  Garnett  . . . Ditto 
Hugh  Herbert  . . . John  Lodge’s  newest 
film,  “Pirates  of  the  Seven  Seas,”  will  be 
released  simultaneously  with  the  opening 
on  January  6 “Night  of  Love,”  Shubert 
musical  in  which  he  is  starred.  It  is  his 
first  Broadway  role  . . . More  than  100  of 
the  city’s  underprivileged  boys  are  to  be 
the  guests  of  David  Weinstock  at  a mati- 
?iee  showing  of  “Down  Argentine  Way”  at 
the  Normandie  on  December  26.  The  per- 
formance will  follow  a Christmas  Imicheon 
at  the  Exchange  Club  at  the  Hotel  Astor, 
given  in  the  youngsters’  honor  by  Robert 
K.  Christenberry,  club  president. 

Si  Fabian  has  gone  to  Bermuda  for  a 
vacation  . . . Herman  Weingarten,  local 
exhibitor  and  formerly  of  Miami,  left  for 
Florida  Friday  for  the  winter  . . . Jimmy 
Binkov,  ex-exhibitor  from  across  the  Hud- 
son, was  forced  to  cancel  his  Miami  trip  on 
doctor’s  orders  . . . Dave  Miller  of  Univer- 
sal was  in  from  Cleveland  for  a few  days. 
Ditto  Bert  Steam  of  UA  who  came  on  from 
Pittsburgh  . . . Arthur  Seigel,  who  is  build- 
ing a new  theatre  in  Jacksonville,  is  home 
to  spend  the  holidays  here  . . . Louis  Frisch 
heads  for  Miami,  January  9 . . . Louis 
Schine  and  his  son,  Ronald,  have  been  in 
town.  And  speaking  of  the  Schine  circuit, 
George  Lynch  was  down  from  Gloversville 
on  a few  film  buys  the  latter  part  of  the 
week. 

Warner  exchange  items:  Vacation  time 
it  is  with  Joe  Vergesslich,  Irving  Rotheii- 
berg  and  Harry  Decker  gone  to  Miami,  Gus 
Solomon  to  Arizona  and  Leo  Jacobi  stay- 
ing home  with  his  family.  Vergesslich  is 
driving  to  Miami  to  spend  his  holiday  with 
his  brother-in-law  and  will  stop  off  at  At- 
lanta to  visit  old  friends.  He  was  Atlanta 
manager  for  the  company  several  years 
ago.  Incidentally , this  is  the  first  time  in 
years  the  local  WB  salesmen  have  been 
given  a two-week  vacation  . . . Jack  Ellis, 
on  the  suggestion  from  Jack  Davis,  for- 
merly of  England,  is  forming  a committee 
to  be  called  for  the  relief  of  British  Home- 
less Children.  He  will  be  chairman  and  all 
funds  collected  from  local  exhibitors  will 
be  sent  to  Sam  Eckman,  M-G-M  head  in 
England,  for  disbursement.  Sam  Rinzler 
has  agreed  to  work  on  the  committee  . . . 
Eddie  Alperson  is  in  from  Milwaukee  for  a 
few  days. 


Bookers  Will  Induct 
Officers  After  First 


New  York — Inductions  of  new  officers 
in  the  Bookers  Club  will  be  held  after  the 
first  of  the  year.  A spirited  election  was 
held  early  in  the  week  at  the  Lincoln  Hotel 
which  saw  Harold  Klein  of  the  Cocalis 
circuit  continued  as  president  with  a vote 
of  30  to  Dan  Ponticelle’s  16.  The  latter 
is  with  Warner. 

Other  elections  found  Leon  Greenfield 
of  the  Boro  Hall,  Brooklyn,  besting  three 
opponents  for  the  vice-presidency.  He  tal- 
lied 30  votes  against  Sam  Berns,  who 
scored  10,  Frances  Bregman  of  the  Elite 
circuit,  three,  and  Bob  Finkel  of  Universal, 
three. 

Ben  Levine  of  UA  was  unopposed  as 
treasurer.  Peter  Soglembi  of  Warner  gar- 
nered 34  votes  against  11  for  Jack  Meltzer 
of  Associated  Theatres  of  N.  J.  The  rec- 
ord secretarial  post  went  to  Peal  Elsohn  of 
Republic  who  got  28  votes.  Competing  for 
the  spot  was  Sarah  Herman  of  the  Five 
Boro  circuit.  She  tallied  17  votes. 

Moe  Rose  of  M-G-M  was  elected  ser- 
geant-at-arms  with  a tally  of  32  votes 
against  nine  scored  by  Bob  Finkel  of  Uni- 
versal. 

Jack  Gelber  of  Five  Boro,  Jen  Dennett 
of  Republic,  Max  Fried  of  Century  and 
Harry  Margolies  of  M-G-M  were  named  to 
the  board  of  directors  out  of  12  candidates. 
The  final  tally  of  votes  for  each  of  the 
candidates  was  as  follows:  A1  Blumberg  of 
Warner,  13;  Dennett,  18;  Fried,  19;  Gelber, 
19;  Leon  Greenfield  of  the  Boro  Hall,  16; 
Margolies,  26;  Sam  Phillips,  independent, 
six;  Herbert  Richek  of  UA,  11;  Eddie 
Richter  of  M-G-M,  12;  Joe  Rosenbloom, 
Tiffany,  Bronx,  three;  Myron  Starr,  Mas- 
cato  circuit,  14;  Sam  Yellen,  Star, 
Bronx,  14. 

Bernie  Brooks  of  Rosenblatt-Welt  and 
Jack  Gelber  were  selected  as  the  two  of 
eight  candidates  for  the  board  of  trustees. 
The  voting  score  was  as  follows:  Brooks, 
19;  Gelber,  17;  Myron  Starr  of  Mascato, 
15;  Ted  Kramer  of  Cinema  Circuit,  12; 
Herbert  Richek  of  UA,  10;  Frances  Breg- 
man of  Elite,  five;  Jack  Meltzer  of  Asso- 
ciated, four;  Lee  Herbst  of  Consolidated, 
three. 


Budd  Rogers  Closes  With 
Monogram  to  Take  Two 

New  York — Returning  from  a nine-week 
tour  of  the  country,  Budd  Rogers,  Ameri- 
can representative  for  Associated  British 
Pictures,  states  he  has  closed  a deal  with 
Monogram  for  the  national  distribution 
of  two  more  pictures,  “Dead  Man’s  Shoes” 
and  “At  the  Villa  Rose.”  In  addition,  the 
company  will  handle  “The  Outsider”  in 
the  west. 

En  route  from  England  is  a print  of 
“The  Parmer’s  Wife”  with  Wilfred  Law- 
son,  Rogers  adds  and  ABP  is  going  ahead 
making  pictures  until  it  is  stopped  by 
bombs. 

With  the  resignation  of  Arthur  Dent 
from  ABP,  Rogers  says  Robert  Clark  is 
the  new  contact  on  American  distribution 
matters  in  England. 

Cities  visited  include  San  Francisco,  Los 
Angeles,  Salt  Lake  City,  Denver,  Kansas 
City,  Omaha,  Des  Moines,  Minneapolis, 
Milwaukee,  Chicago  and  Pittsburgh. 


"Uniform"  for  Stromberg 

Hollywood — Hunt  Stromberg  will  pro- 
duce “The  Uniform”  for  Metro.  The  Hans 
Kafka  story  has  an  oriental  background. 


Greetincgs  of  the  Season 
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J LOUIS  ROME  played  host  to  the  em- 
^ ployes  of  the  Rome  Theatres  at  their 
annual  Christmas  party  at  the  Met.  This 
affair  turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
affairs  thus  given  . . . The  Parent-Teacher 
Ass’n  of  School  No.  62  were  shown  the 
activities  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in 
motion  pictures  the  other  evening  by  Wil- 
liam King  . . . Buddy  Silverberg  of  the 
Park,  Lou  Cohen  of  the  Essex,  Harry 
Silver  of  the  Overlea,  and  Harry  and  A1 
Vogelstein  were  taken  to  Washington  by 
Jack  Dauses  the  other  evening.  This  event 
officially  broke  in  a new  station  wagon 
which  Dauses  recently  purchased.  Cof- 
fee and  sweets  were  served  in  the  wagon 
. . . Joseph  C.  Grant  of  the  Dunbar  and 
Rio  is  at  Union  Memorial  Hospital  for 
an  examination  for  an  internal  condition. 

The  United  Theatre  employes’  party  is 
scheduled  at  the  Harlem  on  Monday,  De- 
cember 23,  at  11:30  p.  m.  as  announced 
by  Barry  Goldman  . . . Renovations  and 
alterations  are  almost  completed  on  the 
new  men’s  smoking  rooms  at  the  Hew  and 
Center  Theatre.  Work  on  the  women’s 
lounge  will  start  immediately  upon  com- 
pletion of  the  present  task,  according  to 
Morris  A.  Mechanic  . . . L.  A.  Yockelle, 
former  manager  of  the  Highland,  is  now 
connected  with  the  Weiss  Motor  Co. 

Two  thousand  children  of  needy  families 
have  been  invited  to  attend  a party  given 
in  cooperation  with  the  Baltimore  Ad- 
vertising Club  and  Isador  M.  Rappaport, 
Hippodrome  proprietor,  to  be  held  at  the 
theatre  Sunday,  December  22.  E.  Lester 
Muller  again  will  play  Santa  Claus  to  the 
kiddies  for  the  20th  annual  time.  A char- 
ity ball  was  given  at  the  Alcazar  Friday 
evening,  December  13,  to  help  the  cause 
. . . The  legislative  council  suggests  a 
change  to  be  made  in  the  fees  imposed 
on  exhibitors.  As  the  censor  board  is  sup- 
ported wholly  by  the  above,  the  change 
must  be  in  an  increased  fee,  so  that  the 
censor  board  will  have  more  authority  to 
control  overnight  enterprises. 

The  third  annual  dinner-dance  of  the 
Variety  Club  will  be  held  on  February  1 
in  the  main  ballroom  of  the  Belvedere 
Hotel.  This  group  of  showmen  will  again 
turn  over  the  receipts  of  this  gala  affair 
to  local  charities  and  hospitals.  Rodney 
Collier,  chairman,  announced  the  goal  this 
year  is  $11,000  . . . Thursday,  December 
19,  found  the  theatres  in  Baltimore 
jammed  with  people  who  obtained  admis- 
sion through  tickets  purchased  from  the 
police  department  of  Baltimore  City.  The 
annual  returns  from  the  “iQ-cent  tickets 
were  turned  into  Christmas  baskets  to 
be  delivered  to  needy  families  all  over 
the  city  . . . Harold  Grott  of  the  Met 
Theatre  ran  a revival  week. 

Calls  Florida  Meeting 
In  Miami  Dec,  31 

Miami — Mitchell  Wolfson  of  Wometco 
circuit  and  chairman  of  the  Florida  thea- 
tre owners  group  has  called  a meeting  of 
all  exhibitors  in  Florida  for  December  31 
here.  It  will  be  a one-day  session.  Ed 
Kuykendall,  president  of  the  MPTOA,  has 
consented  to  be  on  hand  and  the  indica- 
tions are  Robert  B.  Wilby  of  the  Wilby- 
Kincey  circuit  also  will  attend. 

Principal  topic  will  be  the  decree. 


Buy  "My  Old  Man" 

Hollywood — Columbia  has  acquired  for 
screen  treatment  “My  Old  Man,”  an  orig- 
inal by  Richard  Carroll  and  Betty  Hop- 
kins. 
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REVIEW  FLASHES  • 


Withhold  Discussion 
On  Hays  Contract 


HER  FIRST  ROMANCE  (Mono)— Cinderella 
story  with  a collegiate  background  which 
presents  Edith  Fellows  in  her  first  adoles- 
cent role.  And  a charming  Miss  she  is, 
her  appearance,  acting  and  singing  all  con- 
tributing to  an  effective  performance.  Con- 
sidering its  cost,  the  picture  emerges  as 
well-knit  entertainment.  I.  E.  Chadwick  pro- 
duced; Edward  Dmytryk  directed. 

HUDSON'S  BAY  (20th-Fox) — A colorful  phase 
of  Canada's  early  history,  the  founding  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  is  herewith 
transferred  to  celluloid  and,  while  the  pic- 
ture is  impressively  and  spectacularly  pro- 
duced, its  fate  as  popular  entertainment  is 
subject  to  considerable  doubt.  Paul  Muni 
is  starred.  Handicapped  by  an  assumed 
accent,  the  role  fails  to  give  his  dramatic 
ability  a chance  to  assert  itself.  The  fea- 
ture will  undoubtedly  do  top  business  in 
the  Canadian  and  English  markets,  but 
rank-and-file  American  audiences  will  not 
rush  to  see  it.  Kenneth  Macgowan  pro- 
duced. Irving  Pichel  directed. 


LOVE  THY  NEIGHBOR  (Para't)— That  the 
teaming  of  those  radio  fenders.  Jack  Benny 
and  Fred  Allen,  would  be  a comedy  suc- 
cess was  almost  a foregone  conclusion, 
and  under  Producer-Director  Mark  Sand- 
rich's  able  guidance  the  result  surpasses 
expectations  and  should  score  heavily 
where  boxoffice  patrons  are  Benny  and 
Allen  conscious.  The  script,  a melange  of 
mirth  and  music,  is  cunningly  tailored  to 
their  talents  and  the  laughs  come  thick 
and  fast,  although  their  verbal  vitupera- 
tions result  in  a draw. 

WHERE  DID  YOU  GET  THAT  GIRL?  (Univ)— 
So  long  as  Universal  can  resurrect  the 
titles  of  former  song  hits  it  will  probably 
continue  to  use  them  as  frameworks  for 
low-budgeted  comedies  with  music  of 
which  series  this  latest  is  tuneful,  divert- 
ing and  acceptable.  Having  better  story 
values  than  most  of  its  predecessors,  it 
commands  attention  as  better  supporting 
fare.  Joseph  Sanford  produced;  Arthur  Lu- 
bin  directed. 


New  York — No  discussion  on  renewal 
of  Will  Hays’  contract  came  up  at  an 
MPPDA  board  meeting,  Wednesday,  ac- 
cording to  a spokesman.  Since  the  agenda 
was  not  entirely  disposed  of,  the  session 
recessed  until  December  27. 

There  was  a general  discussion  of  the 
foreign  situation,  however,  and  a report  on 
the  highlights  of  industry  cooperation  in 
connection  with  the  Red  Cross  Drive. 

This  revealed  Warner  produced  the  400- 
foot  short  featuring  Deanna  Durbin;  East- 
man Kodak  contributed  2,200,000  feet  of 
film;  DuPont  325,000  feet;  Consolidated 
Film  Laboratories  did  all  the  laboratory 
work  and  contributed  5,500  release  prints 
which  were  booked  into  more  than  7,500 
theatres.  Since  15  cities  did  not  time  their 
local  drives  to  coincide  with  the  national 
effort,  it  is  estimated  their  future  drives 
will  see  another  2,000  bookings  of  the  film 
which  will  bring  the  total  to  about  9,500. 


Denies  Goldwyn  Suit  Has 
Entered  Settlement  Stage 

New  York — As  far  as  Charles  Schwartz, 
chief  UA  counsel,  is  concerned  the  Samuel 
Goldwyn  suit  to  abrogate  his  contract  with 
UA  is  “only  a regular  litigation”  and  has 
not  actively  or  passively  entered  the  set- 
tlement stage. 

Asked  if  he  would  further  interpret  the 
recent  observation  by  Murray  Silverstone, 
head  of  UA,  that  the  company’s  relations 
with  Goldwyn  are  improved,  Schwartz  said 
he,  himself,  would  not  take  it  as  a hint  a 
settlement  is  being  attempted.  In  fact,  he 
denied  he  had  talked  in  this  vein  with 
James  Mulvey,  Goldwyn’s  eastern  repre- 
sentative, during  the  recent  UA  stockhold- 
ers’ meeting  on  the  coast  and  declared  he 
knew  of  no  intermediaries — “man  or 
woman” — who  might  be  acting  in  this  di- 
rection. “And  that’s  a pretty  broad  state- 
ment,” he  concluded. 


RCA's  "Fantasound"  May 
Soon  Be  on  the  Market 

New  York — A “simplified  version”  of 
the  specially  developed  sound  system  em- 
ployed in  “Fantasia”  and  known  as  RCA 
Fantasound  “may  soon  be  available”  to 
rank-and-file  theatres  through  the  me- 
dium of  RCA  Panoramic  Sound,  according 
to  Edward  C.  Cahill,  Photophone  division 
manager.  Principles  of  the  Panoramic 
system  have  been  applied  “experimentally” 
in  “Santa  Fe  Trail,”  he  adds.  But  War- 
ner calls  it  Vitasound. 

The  new  system  does  not  “render  obso- 
lete nor  unnecessary  any  component  parts 
of  the  standard  sound  system,”  Cahill  de- 
clares. Its  practical  purpose  is  to  “vita- 
lize” screen  entertainment,  he  states.  It 
utilizes  auxiliary  amplifiers  in  the  theatre; 
loudspeakers  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 
screen,  or  at  other  locations  in  the  theatre, 
and  simplified  control  units  installed  in 
standard  film  soundheads.  The  only  al- 
teration to  the  regular  system,  other  than 
the  simple  soundhead  attachment,  is  said 
to  be  the  insertion  of  an  auxiliary  variable 
gain  amplifier  in  the  link  circuit  between 
voltage  and  power  amplifier. 


Director  of  Commerce 
Bureau  Granted  Leave 

Washington — James  W.  Young,  director 
of  the  bureau  of  foreign  and  domestic 
commerce,  who  was  appointed  in  October 
as  director  of  the  division  of  communica- 
tions in  Nelson  A.  RockefelleFiJOpPfe  of 
coordination  of  commercial^  'Cultural 
relations  between  the  American  republics 
has  been  given  an  indefinite  leave  of  ab- 
sence from  his  department  of  commerce 
post  by  Secretary  Jesse  H.  Jones  in  order 
that  he  may  devote  his  full  attention  to 
his  new  duties.  As  director  of  the  divi- 
sion of  communications.  Young  has  direct 
supervision  of  the  motion  picture,  radio 
and  press  programs  of  the  office  of  co- 
ordination, with  John  Hay  Whitney  assist- 
ing him  as  director  of  the  division  of  mo- 
tion pictures. 

RKO  Exchange  Staff  Hears 
Bob  Wolff  Define  Decree 

New  York — Bob  Wolff,  manager  of  the 
RKO  exchange,  recently  called  in  his 
sales  and  booking  staff  and  explained  the 
terms  of  the  consent  decree  as  analyzed 
by  William  Mallard,  general  counsel.  Mal- 
lard has  sent  out  a five-page  letter  to  all 
branch  managers  outlining  the  method  of 
operation  of  the  decree  and  the  limitations 
thereunder. 


Bands  for  Slot  Films 

New  York — Production  is  under  way  on 
the  first  band  shorts  for  the  James  Roose- 
velt-Mills  automatic  machines  by  Cine- 
masters  at  the  Fox-Movietone  Studios. 
Producers  Arthur  Leonard  and  Dick  Hy- 
land have  selected  Vincent  Lopez,  Will 
Bradley  and  Ray  Kinney  for  the  initial 
reels. 


Dance  Feb,  14 

New  York — The  12th  annual  dance  and 
entertainment  of  the  Press  Photographer’s 
Ass’n  will  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Astor  the 
evening  of  February  14.  Joseph  Heppner 
and  Robert  A.  Wands  are  co-chairmen 
of  the  committee. 


Film  Entertainment  for 
Soldiers-in-Training 

Washington — Determined  that  motion 
picture  shows  shall  be  available  in  all 
camps  as  the  new  training  army  is  as- 
sembled, the  Army  Motion  Picture  Service 
is  using  its  own  reserve  funds  to  finance 
emergency  installations  at  new  and  en- 
larged camps,  pending  the  construction 
and  equipment  of  theatres  out  of  Con- 
gressional appropriations.  The  immediate 
expansion  of  its  film  service  has  been  un- 
dertaken because  of  the  recognition  by 
the  War  Department  that  film  shows 
given  at  camps  and  posts  are  an  import- 
ant factor  in  the  maintenance  of  morale. 

Operating  on  what  department  officials 
call  a “neighborhood  theatre”  basis,  the 
Army  service  avoids  direct  competition 
with  commercial  civilian  theatres  in  the 
vicinity  of  its  camps,  exhibiting  only  pic- 
tures which  already  have  run  at  metro- 
politan first-run  houses.  Accordingly,  it 
was  said,  new  men  entering  the  Ai'my 
quite  likely  will  find  that  the  shows  being 
exhibited  by  the  camp  theatre  are  those 
they  already  have  seen,  but  this  will  prove 
only  a temporary  inconvenience. 

The  Army  motion  picture  service  will  be 
20  years  old  on  January  2,  but  no  celebra- 
tion is  planned.  At  present.  Army  pro- 
grams are  changed  four  times  a week. 


Progressive  Improvement 
For  Sunday  Performances 

New  York — In  all  but  one  of  the  eight 
Broadway  shows  that  are  and  have  been 
running  Sunday  performances  since  Oc- 
tober 17  the  “first  Sunday  was  better  than 
the  day  chosen  for  the  layoff  in  the  pre- 
ceding week,”  states  Equity,  official  pub- 
lication of  the  Actors’  Equity  Ass’n. 

“In  every  case,”  it  adds,  “the  second 
Sunday,  was  better  than  the  first;  also  in 
five  cases,  the  only  shows  where  it  is 
possible  to  make  a direct  comparison,  the 
second  Sunday  was  substantially  better 
than  the  first,  in  two  cases  also  more 
than  doubling  the  comparable  week  day 
performance  for  which  Simday  was  sub- 
stituted.” 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Producers-SWG  Tiff 
Over  "Exhibit  X" 

Threatening  to  develop  into  a major 
issue  which  again  may  upset  writer-studio 
relations  is  the  current  dispute  between 
producers  and  the  Screen  Writers  Guild 
over  “Exhibit  X,”  a clause  now  being  at- 
tached to  SWG  contracts  by  producers, 
providing  that  when  the  current  SWG 
pact  expires  in  April,  studios  are  to  re- 
sume the  right  to  arbitrate  writing  cred- 
its disputes,  now  held  by  the  Guild. 

Producers  contend  they  merely  want 
protection  on  allocation  of  credits  during 
periods  when  the  SWG  pact  may  not  be 
in  effect.  The  SWG  counters,  however, 
with  the  charge  that  “Exhibit  X”  is  a 
violation  of  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Act  and  asserts  it  “stands  ready  to  enter 
immediately  into  negotiations  for  a new 
contract,  if  the  producers  feel  any  con- 
cern about  writer-producer  conditions 
which  may  exist  upon  termination  of  the 
present  agreement.”  SWG  members  have 
been  supplied  with  blank  protest  forms  to 
attach  to  all  contracts  they  may  sign 
containing  the  “Exhibit  X”  clause. 

Classify  Clerical  Workers 

The  Screen  Office  Employes  Guild  met 
to  discuss  the  classification  of  some  1,800 
studio  clerical  workers  into  eight  divisions, 
to  be  drafted  into  a contract  for  sub- 
mission to  the  producers.  Allocations  in- 
clude (1)  set  estimators,  art  researchers, 
accountants,  payroll  department  heads  and 
estimators;  (2)  bookkeepers,  head  payroll 
accountants,  timekeepers  and  assistant 
purchasing  agents;  (3)  secretaries,  as- 
sistant cashiers,  casting  clerks;  (4)  pic- 
ture cost  clerks,  payroll  clerks;  (5)  set 
cataloguers,  file  clerks,  clerk-typists;  (6) 
blueprint  clerks,  personnel  clerks,  comp- 
tometer operators;  (7)  receptionists-typ- 
ists,  office  boys,  fan  mail  clerks;  (8)  mes- 
sengers. 

Producers  and  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
held  the  first  in  a series  of  conferences 
to  discuss  contract  revisions  affecting  ex- 
tras and  day  players.  The  SAG  is  ask- 
ing reclassification  of  certain  work  brack- 
ets to  increase  earnings  and  improve 
working  conditions. 

Aubrey  Blair,  American  Federation  of 
Labor  organizer,  is  aiding  the  Screen  Car- 
toonists Guild  in  its  organizational  drive 
at  the  Disney  studio.  The  SCG,  claiming 
a majority  at  that  plant,  has  filed  an 
NLRB  petition  seeking  certification  as 
sole  bargaining  agent.  It  recently  won  a 
recognitional  battle  at  M-G-M. 

Other  labor  developments: 

Producers  and  the  Scenic  Artists  and 
Art  Directors  met  to  discuss  demands  for 
wage  increases  for  the  two  crafts.  lATSE 
sound  technicians  local  has  authorized  a 
membership  assessment  to  raise  $50,000 


Coordinates  Industry 
Into  Defense  Drive 


The  wheels  linking  the  motion  picture 
industry  with  national  defense  are  be- 
ginning to  turn.  Such  was  the  indication 
with  the  arrival  in  Hollywood  of  Capt. 
Charles  Stodter  of  the  signal  corps  who 
checked  in  to  report  for  duty  as  the  liai- 
son officer  between  the  chief  signal  of- 
ficer and  the  motion  picture  production 
defense  committee,  which  has  Y.  Frank 
Freeman  as  its  chairman. 

Stodter  will  be  stationed  with  the  Acad- 
emy Research  Council  and  will  work  with 
Darryl  Zanuck,  Sam  Briskin,  Major  Na- 
than Levinson  and  other  industry  execu- 
tives preparing  to  produce  a series  of  visual 
education  training  films  for  use  by  the 
army  in  training  recruits.  Stodter  gradu- 
ated in  1935  from  the  Research  Council’s 
course  in  motion  pictures  for  army  of- 
ficers. 

One  of  the  first  army  reserve  officers 
among  Hollywood’s  technical  engineers  to 
be  called  for  a year’s  active  service  is  R. 
B.  Lord,  Erpi  laboratory  superintendent.  A 
first  lieutenant  in  the  signal  coitjs  re- 
serve, Lord  has  reported  to  San  Luis 
Obispo. 

Major  Levinson,  the  war  department’s 
studio  personnel  contact,  has  requested 
notices  be  posted  at  each  studio  asking  all 
workers  of  draft  age  to  supply  him  with 
a detailed  report  of  their  qualifications. 
These  will  be  sifted  thoroughly  so  that  in- 
dustry employes  will,  if  and  when  con- 
scripted, be  used  in  those  fields  where  their 
training  and  experience  will  be  of  the 
greatest  possible  benefit. 

On  still  another  front,  Robert  E.  Sher- 
wood, the  playwright,  has  begun  a final 
polish  on  the  script  of  “Let  the  Rafters 
Ring,”  the  cooperative  film  on  which  Brit- 
ish actors,  writers  and  directors  are  work- 
ing. Picture  is  dated  to  start  in  January 
and  will  be  distributed  at  cost  by  RKO 
Radio,  with  all  proceeds  going  to  British 
and  American  charities. 


Republic  Will  Dedicate  a 
Stage  to  Mabel  Normand 

First  unit  in  Republic’s  $1,000,000  build- 
ing expansion  program,  a new  $250,000 
sound  stage,  will  be  dedicated  to  the  late 
Mabel  Normand  in  lavish  ceremonies  De- 
cember 27. 

The  silent  picture  star  is  being  honored, 
studio  executives  explained,  because  Re- 
public is  the  site  of  the  former  Mack  Sen- 
nett  lot,  where  Miss  Normand  was  a lead- 
ing comedienne. 


for  its  coffers.  It  also  is  conducting  a sur- 
vey via  questionnaire  among  its  members 
to  secure  data  in  regard  to  wage-hour 
legislation. 


Clearance  System  for 
Charity  Appearances 


Enormous  demands  being  made  upon 
Hollywood  players  for  participation  in 
benefit  and  charity  performances — reach- 
ing precedental  proportions  during  the 
current  Christmas  season — has  occasioned 
the  adoption  of  a new  system  of  clearances 
for  such  Thespic  appearances.  The  pro- 
cedure, as  jointly  approved  by  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild,  Theatre  Authority,  pro- 
ducers association  and  the  motion  picture 
permanent  charities  committee  wili,  it  is 
predicted,  add  greater  efficiency  to  actors’ 
contributions  to  worthwhile  causes  and 
will,  at  the  same  time,  protect  players 
from  constant,  conflicting  and  sometimes 
unauthorized  demands  upon  their  time. 

Under  the  plan,  requests  for  actors’  ap- 
pearances on  war  relief,  charity  and  other 
benefit  performances  must  be  approved  by 
Theatre  Authority;  the  producer  to  whom 
the  particular  player  is  under  contract, 
and  the  permanent  charities  committee, 
in  the  case  of  war  relief  charities. 

Honor  Louis  B.  Mayer 

The  official  notification  was  signed  by 
Edward  Arnold  for  the  SAG;  Lucile  Glea- 
son for  Theatre  Authority;  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man for  the  producers  association;  and 
Samuel  Goldwyn  for  the  permanent  chari- 
ties committee. 

Goldwyn,  Ronald  Colman  and  Mary 
Pickford  appeared  on  the  national  Salva- 
tion Army  radio  broadcast  December  14 
over  the  Mutual  Broadcasting  System. 
Goldwyn ’s  committee  also  honored  Louis 
B.  Mayer,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  re- 
cent Community  Chest  drive  for  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry,  with  a dinner  at 
which  Mayer  was  given  a plaque  for  his 
outstanding  work.  Affair  was  highlighted 
by  speeches  given  by  H.  B.  Warner, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
Edward  Arnold  and  Goldwyn.  Plaque  was 
presented  to  Mayer  by  Abe  Lastfogel. 

Warner  has  announced  that  despite  Nazi 
air  raids  striking  at  London  and  other 
parts  of  England,  it  will  continue  produc- 
tion at  its  Teddington  studios  during  1941. 
'Two  features  are  being  readied  for  camera 
work  in  JanuaiT  while  another,  “An  Em- 
pire Is  Built,”  has  been  completed  and 
shipped  to  the  United  States. 

Another  step  in  the  program  to  unite  all 
units  in  the  entertainment  world  behind 
worthy  charitable  causes  was  taken  when 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  chairman  of  the  motion 
picture  permanent  charities  committee,  in- 
vited all  radio  station  and  radio  program 
managers  to  a luncheon  December  18. 
Also  attending  were  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
Edward  Arnold,  Frank  Capra,  Sheridan 
Gibney,  and  Walter  Wanger. 

Goldwyn  praised  the  radio  division  for 
its  splendid  work  in  the  recent  Commun- 
ity Chest  and  Red  Cross  drives. 
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January  Start  Looms 
For  British  Film 


A January  starting  date  now  looms  for 
“Let  the  Rafters  Ring,”  feature-length 
film  being  planned  by  members  of  the 
British  acting,  writing  and  directing  colony 
in  Hollywood.  Personnel  of  the  unit  has 
assumed  an  organizational  name,  Charit- 
able Productions,  Inc.,  headquartering  at 
the  RKO  Radio  studios,  and  a board  of 
directors  has  been  set  up  to  include  Sir 
Cedric  Hardwicke,  Alfred  Hitchcock,  Frank 
Lloyd,  Victor  Saville  and  Herbert  Wilcox. 
Robert  Sherwood  and  Norman  Corwin  are 
now  polishing  the  script;  Sir  Cedric  will 
supervise  production,  and  Lloyd,  Saville, 
Hitchcock,  Wilcox,  Rnbert  Stevenson  and 
Edmund  Goulding  will  share  the  directorial 
credits.  Virtually  every  British  Thespic  in 
the  film  colony  has  volunteered  for  the 
cast.  President  George  Schaefer  of  RKO 
Radio  has  advanced  production  costs  and 
will  distribute  the  film  at  cost,  all  profits 
to  go  to  American  and  British  charities. 

Second  Argosy  production  to  be  released 
by  Walter  Wanger  through  United  Artists 
has  been  announced  as  “The  Eagle  Squad- 
ron,” from  a story  by  Hurd  Barrett,  deal- 
ing with  American  volunteers  in  the  Royal 
Air  Force.  Merian  C.  Cooper.  Argosy’s 
executive  producer,  has  checked  in  at  the 
Samuel  Goldwyn  studio  to  begin  prepara- 
tions for  a February  start.  Argosy’s  in- 
itialer  was  “The  Long  Voyage  Home.” 

Howard  Hughes  has  resumed  production 
of  “The  Outlaw,”  delayed  several  days 
when  he  and  Howard  Hawks,  who  was 
directing,  disagreed  over  the  picture’s  bud- 
get. Hughes  insisted  on  a pretentious  pro- 
duction and  Hawks,  holding  out  for  a more 
economical  film,  gave  up  the  chore.  Hughes 
himself  is  now  wielding  the  megaphone. 
Gregg  Toland  has  supplanted  Lucien  Bal- 
lard as  cameraman.  Picture  will  be  re- 
leased through  20th  Century-Fox. 

William  Hawks  has  pegged  January  6 
as  starting  date  on  “My  Life  With  Caro- 
line,” formerly  titled  “Palm  Beach 
Limited,”  which  his  United  Productions 
unit  will  make  for  RKO  Radio  release. 
Ronald  Colman  will  be  starred  and  Lewis 
Milestone  is  the  director. 

T.  H.  Richmond  has  gunned  “It  Hap- 
pened to  Me”  as  his  first  for  distribution 
through  Producers  Releasing  Corp.  Henry 
Armetta  stars  with  Robert  Baldwin  and 
Iris  Meredith  in  support.  Gene  Yarborough 
is  directing. 

Film  Processing  SMPE 
Topic  of  Discussion 

Pine  grain  films  and  positive  film  pro- 
cessing were  the  topics  under  discussion 
when  the  Pacific  Coast  Section  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  met  at 
General  Service  Studios,  December  19. 
Emery  Huse  traced  the  historical  develop- 
ment of  fine  grain  films  of  all  classes  up 
to  the  present  day;  Vaughn  C.  Shaner  dis- 
cussed the  photographic  properties  of  regu- 
lar and  fine  grain  type  positive  when  de- 
veloped in  various  solutions,  and  Gordon 
A.  Chambers  compared  the  characteristics 
of  fine  grain  and  normal  type  film  for 
sound  use. 

SMPE’s  Pacific  Coast  section  has  elected 
J.  G.  Frayne  chairman  for  1941,  succeed- 
ing Loren  Ryder,  who  becomes  a member 
of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  national 
SMPE.  Other  new  officers  include  C.  W. 
Handley,  secretary-treasurer;  F.  J.  Durst, 
Barton  Kreuzer  and  S.  P.  Solow,  board  of 
managers. 


Few  Hollywood  Workers  to 
Get  Christmas  Bonuses 


The  days  of  the  Christmas  bonus  have 
become  almost  as  mythical  in  Hollywood 
as  Santa  Claus  himself. 

A survey  of  the  production  center  reveals 
that  only  in  a few  isolated  instances  will 
film  workers  receive  any  largess,  cash  or 
otherwise,  as  a Yuletide  reward  for  their 
labors  during  the  past  year.  In  some  cases 
no  decisions  have  been  reached  as  yet, 
but  attaches  paint  a gloomy  picture  of 
their  prospects  generally. 

Indications  are  the  biggest  display  of 
open-handedness  will  be  among  United 
Artists  producers.  Sol  Lesser’s  personnel, 
for  example,  confidently  expects  Lesser 
will  continue  his  usual  seasonal  custom  of 
distributing  a week’s  salary  to  everybody 
in  his  employ,  regardless  of  wage  brackets. 
Edward  Small’s  employes  also  expect  a 
bonus,  although  Small  is  shutting  down  al- 
most completely  for  several  months  after 
January  1.  Likewise,  Hal  Roach  workers 
are  in  hopes  that  that  producer  will  re- 
peat his  usual  Christmas  custom.  Almost 
a certainty,  say  attaches,  are  bonuses  from 
Walter  Wanger,  although  Wanger  attempts 
to  keep  his  Yuletide  generosity  as  quiet 
and  free  from  publicity  as  possible. 

Hopeful,  too,  are  Monogram  workers, 
though  President  W.  Ray  Johnston  has 
made  no  announcement  relevant  to  a pos- 
sible bonus. 

Otherwise  the  outlook  is  cheerless  for 
the  studio  minions  at  the  major  studios, 
none  of  which  has,  for  the  past  several 
years,  distributed  a bonus;  the  consensus  of 
opinion  being  that  present  world  unsettle- 
ment and  precarious  domestic  revenues 
will  preclude  any  such  Christmas  gifts. 


Fewer  Visiting  Executives 
As  Holidays  Approach 

Attributable,  possibly,  to  the  impending 
holidays  is  the  noticeable  paucity  of  visit- 
ing executives,  of  which  a number  is  usu- 
ally in  evidence  at  the  studios. 

Executive  arrivals  are  concentrated 
principally  at  Universal,  where  the  visitors 
include  William  Scully,  general  sales  man- 
ager; Joseph  Seidelman,  foreign  sales 
chief,  and  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of 
the  board.  They  are  participating  in  sales, 
production  and  budget  sessions  with  Presi- 
dent Nate  Blumberg,  Matty  Fox  and  Cliff 
Work,  studio  head,  viewing  new  pictures 
and  discussing  possible  properties  for  the 
1941-42  program. 

Delaying  their  trip  until  after  Christ- 
mas, Herman  Wobber,  20th  Century-Fox 
sales  chieftain,  and  Felix  Jenkins,  general 
counsel,  will  check  in  at  the  studio  De- 
cember 29  to  explain  provisions  of  the  con- 
sent decree  to  local  executives.  Jenkins  has 
been  working  on  a manual  outlining  all 
phases  of  the  company’s  operations  under 
the  decree,  which  will  be  distributed  at  the 
plant  here. 


Brenda  loyce  Starrer 

“Private  Nurse,”  forthcoming  Brenda 
Joyce  starrer  at  20th-Fox,  will  be  directed 
by  David  Burton  for  Producer  Sol  Wurtzel. 


Next  for  Higgins  Family 

Next  in  Republic’s  Higgins  Family  series 
will  be  “Petticoat  Politics.”  Erie  Kenton 
will  direct  the  Robert  North  production. 


A Roadshow  Policy 
For  "Fantasia" 


A return  to  the  roadshowing  policy  in 
vogue  during  the  lush  days  of  silent  pic- 
tures is  being  planned  by  Walt  Disney  and 
his  aides  for  the  nationwide  distribution 
handling  of  “Fantasia,”  Disney’s  newest 
feature-length  release.  Traveling  units, 
numbering  a dozen  and  possibly  more,  will 
be  set  up  to  exploit  and  sell  the  attrac- 
tion in  key  centers  throughout  the  coun- 
try, staging  advanced-admission,  reserved- 
seat  showings  in  order  to  realize  the  maxi- 
mum revenue. 

Studio  attaches  report  that  the  plan, 
drafted  in  the  east  by  Roy  Disney,  Hal 
Horne  and  Richard  Condon,  eastern  pub- 
licity representative,  was  agreed  upon  as  a 
means  of  combating  a distribution  prob- 
lem peculiar  to  the  picture.  Its  projection 
requires  installation  of  specially  designed 
sound  equipment,  dubbed  Fantasound,  and 
for  that  reason  cannot  be  exhibited  in 
theatres  wired  for  standard  sound.  Con- 
sequently each  traveling  unit  will  be  sup- 
plied with  a Fantasound  system,  which 
will  be  installed  temporarily  in  theatres 
showing  the  film  in  each  key  center.  RCA 
has  just  completed  the  second  of  a 12- 
unit  order  for  Fantasound.  First  is  now  in 
operation  in  New  York,  where  “Fantasia” 
is  currently  in  its  fifth  week. 

Roy  Disney  Returns 

Roy  Disney,  vice-president  of  the  com- 
pany, has  just  returned  from  the  New 
York  conferences  with  Home  and  Condon. 
Condon  and  Frank  Braden  have  launched 
on  a junket  through  the  key  cities  lining 
up  preliminary  exploitation  plans  and  will, 
upon  their  return  to  New  York,  announce 
the  first  dozen  or  more  key  cities  wherein 
“Fantasia”  openings  will  be  scheduled. 

On  the  premiere  front,  RKO  Radio  next 
takes  the  spotlight  with  the  December  27 
opening  of  “Kitty  Foyle”  at  the  Boyd 
Theatre  in  Pittsburgh.  Amangements  are 
now  being  worked  out  whereby  Ginger 
Rogers  and  Dennis  Morgan  will  make  per- 
sonal appearances,  as  well  as  Christopher 
Morley,  who  authored  the  novel. 

The  current  week’s  premieres  included 
Paramount’s  “Love  Thy  Neighbor”  at  the 
Paramount  Theatre  in  New  York,  with 
Jack  Benny  and  Fred  Allen,  the  co-stars, 
attending;  and  Metro’s  “hemispheric”  pre- 
miere of  “Flight  Command”  in  Washing- 
ton, Havana,  Mexico  City  and  Toronto, 
December  17.  Attending  the  Washington 
showing  from  Hollywood  was  Walter  Pid- 
geon,  featured  in  the  cast.  The  premiere 
in  Washington,  sponsored  by  the  National 
Aeronautic  Ass’n,  was  preceded  by  a ban- 
quet at  which  Howard  Dietz,  M-G-M  ad- 
vertising-publicity director,  was  master  of 
ceremonies.  Affair  was  attended  by  U.  S. 
governmental  and  military  dignitaries  and 
representatives  of  21  Latin -American  re- 
publics. 

World  premiere  of  Warner’s  “Flight 
From  Destiny”  has  been  set  for  Christmas 
Day  at  the  Four  Star  Theatre  here.  Top- 
ping the  cast  are  Thomas  Mitchell.  Geral- 
dine Fitzgerald,  Jeffrey  Lynn  and  James 
Stephenson. 


Seiter  for  Two  More 

Universal  has  signed  William  Seiter  to 
produce  and  direct  two  features  following 
his  current  chore  on  “Nice  Girl.” 


Herbert  Polishes  Dialogue 

Hugh  Herbert,  the  versatile  comic,  is 
polishing  the  dialogue  on  “Mr.  District 
Attorney”  for  Republic. 
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WITH  the  appointment  of  George 
Brown  to  succeed  Cliff  Lewis,  “re- 
signed,” as  head  of  Paramount 
studio’s  publicity  department,  that  organi- 
zation receives  its  sixth  chief  in  less  than 
five  years.  During  that  period  and  pre- 
ceding Brown  were  Bill  Pine,  Gabe  Yorke, 
Chris  Dunphy,  Terry  DeLapp  and  Lewis. 
The  ability  of  most  of  these  men  and  their 
respective  accomplishments  before  and  af- 
ter their  short  sojourns  at  Paramount  are 
well  enough  known  to  render  redundant 
any  recitation  of  their  individual  effec- 
tiveness. Yet  their  average  incumbency 
as  gardeners-in-chief  in  the  Marathon 
Street  gardenia  patch  was  less  than  one 
year. 

Compare  this  rapid-fire  turnover  with 
conditions  in  other  major  studio  depart- 
ments and  over  the  same  period  of  time. 
Out  at  Metro,  Howard  Strickling  has  been 
headman  for  ten  years.  Harry  Brand  has 
ruled  the  20th  Century-Pox  ravers’  roost 
since  the  company’s  inception.  At  RKO 
Radio  only  one  change  has  been  made. 
Perry  Lieber  succeeded  Howard  Benedict, 
but  only  because  Benedict  was  promoted 
to  a producer’s  status.  Universal  has  seen 
two  changes,  but  each  resulted  from  a 
transfer  of  studio  ownership. 

Certainly,  the  men  in  the  ranks  of 
Paramount’s  department  are  as  good  as 
any  in  the  business;  witness  such  efficient 
workmen  as  Bob  Speers,  Bob  Hussey,  Bert 
Holloway,  Don  Chatfield,  Steve  Brooks  and 
several  others. 

Why,  then,  with  competent  men  at  its 
head  and  equally  efficacious  operators  at 
their  command,  has  it  been  impossible  for 
the  department  to  function  in  a manner 
satisfactory  to  the  front  office?  Proba- 
bly because  no  man  or  group  of  men  can 
deliver  to  the  best  of  their  ability  with  the 
constant  fear  of  dismissal  and  shake-ups 
hanging  over  their  heads. 

If  the  Paramount  praisery  has  not  done 
a good  job — and  that  in  itself  is  a moot 
question — it  seems  fair  to  place  much  of 
the  blame  at  the  doors  of  the  biggies  in 
the  organization  who  have  kept  the  de- 
partment in  a constant  turmoil  through 
making  a perennial  whipping  boy  of  its 
director. 

For  the  good  of  all  concerned,  let  it 
be  hoped  that  Brown  can  lick  the  jinx. 
He  has  plenty  of  desirable  manpower  to 
help  him  and  his  chances  are  further  en- 
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hanced  through  having  as  his  assistant 
Blake  McVeigh,  than  whom  few — if  any — 
Hollywood  press  agents  are  better  equipped 
or  qualified  to  deliver  topnotch  perform- 
ances. 


Welcome  indeed  to  members  of  Holly- 
wood’s 3.98th  estate  was  the  announce- 
ment that  all  press  previews  are  to  be 
held  in  studio  projection  rooms  ayid  that 
the  present  preview  system  in  theatres  has 
been  abandoned — because  accredited  press 
representatives  were  often  forced  to  play 
second  fiddle  to  a host  of  spectators  who 
had  no  connection  whatsoever  with  news 
dissemination  in  any  form. 

The  reviewers  are  praying  the  new  sys- 
tem will  stick  and  that  the  uncontrollable 
urge  on  the  part  of  producers,  actors, 
writers,  directors,  et  al.  to  take  bows  at 
the  “press  previews’’  of  their  epics  will 
not  prove  sufficiently  influential  to  cause 
a return  to  the  evils  of  the  former  pro- 
cedure. 


Perry-Muluel  Lieber,  of  course,  had  to  be 
the  first  to  cast  a stone  of  doubt.  Simul- 
taneously with  the  arrival  of  the  release  tell- 
ing of  the  changed  preview  system,  which 
emphasized  it  would  be  effective  as  of  De- 
cember 15,  came  an  announcement  from 
Lieber  of  the  "press  preview”  of  "Kitty 
Foyle”  at  the  Pantages  Theatre  on  the  eve- 
ning of  December  16.  Yes,  the  press  occu- 
pied the  last  rows  of  the  loges,  while  the 
desirable  seats  were  reserved  for  the  usual 
assortment  of  studio  brass  hats,  their  friends, 
relatives  and  stooges. 


Incidentally,  “Kitty  Foyle”  demonstrates 
conclusively  and  in  two  striking  instances 
that  the  crack  about  opportunity  knock- 
ing but  once  has  no  place  in  the  lives  of 
Hollywoodsmen.  Some  three  years  ago, 
Metro  imported  from  the  hinterlands — 
Milwaukee,  to  be  exact — a promising 
youngster,  yclept  Stanley  Morner.  He  was 
publicized  as  a find  and  protege  of  Mary 
Garden,  a lad  with  a voice — and  how. 
Look  to  your  laurels.  Nelson  Eddy,  and 
all  that  sort  of  buildup.  For  many  months 
he  was  kept  in  Leo’s  lair.  He  had  a few 
nonconsequential  parts  but  nary  a note 
did  he  warble.  Released,  he  found  his  way 
to  Warner’s  contract  list,  at  which  studio, 
and  under  the  name  of  Dennis  Morgan, 
he  was  given  a better  chance  to  display 
his  wares,  but,  again,  as  an  actor  and  not 
a song  bird.  Loaned  to  RKO  Radio  for  a 
juicy  part  opposite  Ginger  Rogers,  he 
turned  in  a performance  of  which  any 
seasoned  male  star  would  have  been  proud. 
Expect  great  things  in  the  uppermost  star 
brackets  of  Dennis  Morgan,  nee  Stanley 
Morner  of  Milwaukee. 

Then,  there  is  the  case  of  David  Hemp- 
stead, who  20th  Century-Fox  dropped 
from  its  producers’  roster  and  who  found 
haven,  after  a considerable  “at  liberty” 
period,  at  RKO  Radio.  “Kitty  Foyle”  was 
his  initial  productional  effort  under  his 
new  ticket  and  will  be  one  of  the  season’s 
most  popular  and  profitable. 


BALLYHOODLUMS:  Like  the  sun  in  the 
heavens,  Hal  Hall  seemingly  passes 
through  vernal  and  autumnal  equinoxes 
with  clockwork  regularity.  When — as  is 
the  case  most  of  the  year — Hall  is  func- 
tioning as  a mere  press  agent  for  an  in- 
dependent producer  or  some  comparably 
unimportant  client,  he  is  easy  to  reach. 
But  when  he  becomes  public  relations 
counsel  de  luxe  for  the  Academy  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Arts  a7id  Sciences’  annual 
Awards  banquet,  which  yearly  task  he  has 
just  assumed  again  for  the  commg  event, 
one  must  acquaint  his  third  assistant  sec- 
retary with  the  nature  of  one’s  business 
before  Hall  can  be  reached  . . . The  Week’s 
Outstanding  Bromide:  “Tired  but  happy, 
175  Warner  Junketeers  returned  yesterday 
from  the  four-day  siesta  attendant  upon 
the  world  premiere  of  ‘Santa  Fe  Trail’  . . .’’ 


Abolitionists,  Aviators,  Amours,  Antagonists 


Uncle  Sam’s  fightin’  men,  past  and  pres- 
ent, made  a bid  to  corner  the  week’s  pre- 
view market,  since  two  of  a quartet  of 
Grade-A  offerings  had  to  do  with  (1)  the 
army  of  pre-Civil  War  days  and  (2)  mod- 
ern naval  aviation.  Only  personal  tastes 
can  decide  which  of  the  four  big-leaguers 
should  be  declared  the  best  of  an  eight- 
feature  field. 

Warner’s  “Santa  Fe  Trail”  adds  sta- 
ture to  that  company’s  already  enviable 
reputation  for  making  actioners  on  the 
grand  scale.  In  many  respects  it  is  the 
best  of  the  lot  and  its  takes  at  the  turn- 
stiles should  certainly  equal  or  surpass 
the  business  done  by  its  two  predecessors, 
“Dodge  City”  and  “Virginia  City.”  There 
are  those  who  will  opine  that  its  title  is 
a bit  misleading  and  that  it  might  better 
have  been  called  “The  Life  and  Death  of 
John  Brown.”  The  story  of  that  aboli- 
tionist firebrand  furnishes  most  of  the 
plot,  while  the  trail-blazing  angle  is  en- 
tirely incidental.  Parenthetically,  Ray- 
mond Massey,  who  portrays  Brown,  pil- 


fers the  Thespic  honors  from  under  the 
individual  and  collective  noses  of  Errol 
Flynn,  Olivia  de  Havilland  and  the  rest 
of  a large  and  effective  cast.  Robert  Fel- 
lows and  Michael  Curtiz,  as  producer  and 
director  respectively,  displayed  excellent 
teamwork  in  fulfilling  their  assignments, 
while  Robert  Buckner  draws  credit  for  a 
literate  and  exciting  original  screen  play. 

Metro’s  “Flight  Command,”  story  of 
naval  fliers,  would  be  easily  recognizable 
as  a certain  hit  under  any  circumstances. 
With  the  additional  advantage  of  wide- 
spread, intense  interest  in  national  de- 
fense, it  becomes  a showman’s  delight. 
As  a service  picture  it  ranks  second  to 
none,  and  in  many  departments  sur- 
passes anything  of  its  kind  ever  before 
attempted.  Engrossing  and  thrilling  both 
technically  and  photographically,  its  at- 
mosphere and  backgrounds  are  absolutely 
authentic,  a fact  attributable  to  Navy 
Department  cooperation  in  its  filming. 
Too,  a naval  officer.  Commander  Harvey 
Haislip,  wrote  the  original  in  collaboration 


with  John  Sutherland,  and  teamed  with 
Wells  Root  on  the  screen  play — a good 
job,  well  done  in  every  respect.  It  is  a 
smart  and  valuable  production  credit  for 
J.  Walter  Ruben  and  adds  lustre  to  Frank 
Borzage’s  name  as  a first-rate  director. 

A certain  money  picture  wherever  wom- 
en control  that  part  of  the  weekly  budget 
allocated  to  motion  pictures  is  RKO 
Radio’s  “Kitty  Foyle,”  film  version  of 
Christopher  Morley’s  sensational  novel. 
The  femme  trade  will  rise  to  the  offering 
like  a hungry  bass  to  its  favorite  fly,  and 
the  picture  can  hardly  miss  rating  among 
the  season’s  topliners  in  grosses  and  cus- 
tomer satisfaction.  Dalton  Trumbo  did  a 
splendid  job  in  adapting  it  to  the  screen, 
adhering  substantially  to  Morley’s  original 
and  deviating  only  where  the  production 
code  made  it  necessary.  Donald  Ogden 
Stewart  contributed  additional  dialogue. 
They,  together  with  Producer  David  Hemp- 
stead, Director  Sam  Wood  and  others  who 
aided  in  its  making,  succeeded  admirably 
(Continued  on  page  33) 
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Hoi  lyw  ood — 

— Personnelities 


Barnstormers 

Columbia 

BILL  ELLIOTT,  western  star,  checks  in  after 
a p.  a.  tour  through  Texas.  He  visited  12  cities 
and  played  before  more  than  50,000  customers. 

Metro 

MMEX  LEIGH,  LAI  HENCE  OLIVIEK  and  AL- 
FKEI)  HlT('HCO(Tv  return  from  Atlanta,  having 
arrived  there  too  late  to  attend  the  anniversary 
‘premiere”  of  “Gone  With  the  Wind.”  Their  plane 
was  grounded  five  times  by  storms. 

RKO  Radio 

BOB  CKOSBV  and  orchestra  to  do  a p.  a.  at  the 
Golden  Gate  Theatre  in  San  Francisco,  beginning 
January  8,  in  conjunction  with  the  opening  of  his 
starring  picture,  “Let’s  Make  Music.”  They  re- 
turn here  January  23  for  an  engagement  at  the 
Paramount  Theatre. 

Warner  Bros. 

PK1SCTLI>.\  LANE  returns  from  two  weeks  of 
p.  a.’s  at  the  Strand  Theatre  in  New  York. 

Blur  hers 

MAHGAKET  ETTIN'GEH  lias  returned  from  a 
weekend  business  jaunt  to  Chicago. 

.JOHN  C.  I.EE,  public  relations  director  tor  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild,  has  returned  from  a two-week 
New  York  business  trip. 

Monogram 

LOU  LITTON,  publicity-advertising  director,  ar- 
ranges nation-wide  tieup  with  Welch’s  grape- 
juice  whereby  Welch,  sponsor  of  the  Irene  Rich 
airshow,  plugs  “Queen  of  the  Yukon,”  in  which 
Miss  Rich  appears.  Tieup  includes  special  window 
displays  linking  “Queen  of  the  Yukon”  with  the 
radio  show. 

Hal  Roach 

FHANK  SELTZEK,  publicity-advertising  direc- 
tor, has  returned  from  the  east,  having  handled 
the  premiere  of  “Road  Show”  in  Pittsburgh.  He 
was  accompanied  by  his  brother  .jri.,ES,  advertis- 
ing agency  executive. 

Universal 

JOHN  JOSEPH,  publicity -advertising  director, 
has  revamped  his  staff  because  of  the  departure 
. of  DAVID  LIPTON,  moving  over  to  Columbia. 
DAN  THOM.'VS  is  now  in  charge  of  studio  pub- 
licity, with  EUGENE  Ml’KPHY  supervising  .sales 
and  exhibition  activity. 

Warner  Bros. 

BEKT  SIX,  still  cameraman,  became  the  father 
of  a six-pound  baby  boy,  born  to  Mrs.  Six  at 
Hollywood  Hospital,  December  9. 

Brielies 

Metro 

PETE  SMITH  records  commentation  for  his 
latest  Specialty,  “Penny  to  the  Rescue,”  a one- 
reeler  in  Technicolor. 

Paramount 

GEORGE  PAL  completes  “Western  Daze,”  first 
American- produced  puppetoon,  photographed  in 
Technicolor,  It  stars  Jim  Dandy,  stringless  pup- 
pet, with  Andre  Kostelanetz’  music.  Prints  are 
being  rushed  to  New  York  for  possible  Christmas 
and  New  Year  bookings. 

Warner  Bros. 

WILLIAM  TILDEN,  former  amateur  and  pro- 
fessional tennis  champion,  signed  to  star  in  a 
short  subject — his  first  screen  appearance  in  11 
years. 

Clelfers 

Metro 

NAT  W.  FINSTON,  head  of  the  music  depart- 
ment. addre.ssed  the  annual  convention  of  Cali- 
fornia music  teachers  in  Bakersfield.  His  topic 
was  trends  in  music  as  contained  in  scores  of 
new  M-G-M  productions. 

BRONISLAV  KAPER  directing  score  for  “Rage 
in  Heaven.” 

20th  Century-Fox 

GLENN  MILLEK  and  his  orchestra  signed  for 
a featured  spot  in  “The  Great  American  Broad- 
cast.” 

Loanouts 

Frank  Lloyd 

ROBERT  PRESTON  borrowed  from  Paramount 
for  the  lead  opposite  Loretta  Young  in  “The  Lady 
From  Cheyenne.”  Universal  will  release. 


Metro 

GEORGE  SANDERS  borrowed  from  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox for  a top  line  in  “Rage  in  Heaven,”  the 
Robert  Montgomery  starrer. 

Universal 

LEE  BOWMAN  borrowed  from  M-G-M  for  a 
lead  in  “Buck  Privates.” 

Meggers 

Metro 

EDWIN  KNOPF  named  associate  producer  on 
the  re-make  of  “The  Trial  of  Mary  Dugan.”  from 
the  play  by  Bayard  Veiller.  Laraine  Day  has 
been  handed  the  title  role.  Knopf  was  former 
story  editor  at  the  studio. 

Picture  Corp.  of  America 

JAMES  HOGAN,  borrowed  from  Paramount,  to 
jnlot  “Powder  Dive,”  first  in  a series  of  Dick  Arlen 
starrers  for  Paramount  release. 

Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

PETER  STEWART  to  direct  “The  Lone  Rider 
Galloping  to  Glory,”  initialer  in  a series  of  six 
George  Houston  musical  westerns.  Sigmund  Neu- 
feld  produces  from  a story  by  Jo.seph  O’Donnell. 

RKO  Radio 

IR^'ING  REIS  to  “Show  Business,”  co-featur- 
ing  Alan  Mow’bray  and  Donald  MacBride,  with 
Elisabeth  Risdon,  Terry  Belmont  and  Jane  Pat- 
ten in  supporting  roles.  Ploward  Benedict  will 
produce. 

Republic 

LEONARD  FIELDS,  former  writer,  signed  as 
associate  producer,  with  “Mr.  District  Attorney” 
as  his  first  chore.  William  Morgan  will  direct 
from  Karl  Brown’s  screenplay. 

20th  Century-Fox 

RAV  McC'AREY  to  pilot  “The  Cowboy  and  the 
Blonde.” 

Warner  Bros. 

GEORGE  AMY,  film  cutter,  boosted  to  director- 
ship and  assigned  piloting  chore  on  a Melody  Mas- 
ter musical  short  starring  Hal  Kemp  and  his 
orchestra. 

WII..LIAM  KEIGHLEY  completes  directorial 
chore  on  “Strawberry  Blonde,”  taking  the  reins 
over  from  RAOUL  WALSH,  out  with  the  flu. 

(iORDON  HOLI..INGSHEAD  to  produce  “The 
Return  of  the  Falcon,”  as  his  first  feature  as- 
signment since  being  boosted  from  short  subjects. 

MARK  HELLINGER  to  produce  “The  Widow 
Wouldn’t  Weep,”  a story  by  Dalton  Trumbo. 

Options 

Metro 

GKANT  WITHEKS  given  character  lead  in  “Billy 
the  Kid.” 

Paramount 

C’LAUDE'I’TE  C'OUIKRT  given  new  starring 
contract  to  make  one  picture  in  1942  and  another 
in  1943,  in  addition  to  two  films  still  to  be 
made  under  terms  of  her  old  deal  with  the  com- 
pany. Her  next  will  be  “Skylark,”  with  Ray 
Milland.  Miss  Colbert  first  appeared  under  the 
Paramount  banner  in  1929. 

BING  CROSBY  signs  new  three-year  contract 
to  star  in  nine  pictures.  He  will  receive  $175,000 
per  film  and  is  allowed  to  make  one  outside 
picture  a year. 

RKO  Radio 

BOB  SMITH,  Broadway  player,  given  term  con- 
tract. 

ELYSE  KNOX  signed  for  ingenue  lead  in  “Show 
Business.” 

ALBERTO  VILA’S  one-picture  acting  deal  con- 
verted into  termer. 

Republic 

MALCOEM  STFAKT  HOYI.AN  joins  writing 
staff  on  one-picture  deal. 

Universal 

EL.VINE  MOREY,  little  theatre  actress,  given 
term  ticket  and  a role  in  “Buck  Privates.” 

LEONARD  ELLIOTT,  stage  player,  given  term 
deal  and  a spot  in  “Buck  Privates.” 

WILLIAM  SEITKR  booked  to  produce  and  di- 
rect two  features  following  his  current  chore  on 
“Nice  Girl.”  Deanna  Durbin  starrer. 

TOMMY'  KELLY'  draws  featured  role  in  Deanna 
Durbin’s  “Nice  Girl.” 

ANDREWS  SISTERS,  musical  trio,  set  to  star 
in  three  pictures  yearly. 

Warner  Bros. 

STUART  ERWIN  signed  for  a comedy  lead  in 
“The  Bride  Came  C.  O.  D.” 

EDMUND  GRAINGER  given  new  contract  as 


associate  producer.  He  is  currently  making 
“Knockout.” 

G.  F,  HUNTLEY'  jr.  draws  feature  role  in 
“WTnged  Victory.” 

RALPH  BYRD  signed  for  the  lead  in  “Wings 
of  Steel,”  a preparedness  short  subject. 

Percenteers 

BILLY'  MANN  resigns  as  as  associate  in  the 
Lou  Irwin  agency. 

Scripters 

Metro 

JACK  JEVNE  to  an  untitled  original  Wallace 
Beery  starrer.  Milton  Bren  will  produce.  Jevne 
authored  “Wyoming,”  recent  Beery  film. 

IRVING  BRECHER  to  “The  Thin  Man’s  Shad- 
ow,” forthcoming  William  Powell-Myrna  Loy  ve- 
hicle. Hunt  Stromberg  will  produce. 

HOWARD  EMMETT  ROGERS  to  “The  Big 
Time,”  a musical,  from  his  own  original.  Ar- 
thur Freed  produces. 

HANS  RAMEAU,  CLAl  DINE  WEST  and 
GEORGE  FKOESUHEL  to  “Tonight  at  8:30,” 
from  the  Noel  Coward  playlets.  Norma  Shearer 
will  be  starred. 

Paramount 

GDKDON  KAHN  to  "Buy  Me  That  Town.” 

Republic 

DAVID  SILVEKSTEIN  to  "Nevada  City,” 
forthcoming  Roy  Rogers  starrer.  Joe  Kane  will 
produce  and  direct. 

EVE  GREENE  to  an  untitled  Gene  Autry 
western. 

MAURI  GRASHIN  and  JOHN  KRAFFT  to  “The 
Old  Grey  Mare,”  an  Armand  Schaefer  film  to 
star  the  Weaver  Bros,  and  Elviry. 

BETTY  BUKBRIDGE  to  an  untitled  “Three 
Mesquiteers”  western  which  Lou  Grey  will  pro- 
duce. 

KARL  BROWN.  SAMMY  CAHN  and  SOL 
CHAPIN  teamed  on  “Rookies’  Roost,”  conscrip- 
tion musical  which  Albert  J.  Cohen  will  pro- 
duce. 

JAMES  WL^BB  to  “Sheriff  of  Tombstone,”  a 
Roy  Rogers  western. 

BARRY'  SHIPMAN  to  “Prairie  Pioneers”  for 
the  Three  Mesquiteers. 

RKO  Radio 

MOKTON  GRANT  and  AKTHFK  V.  JONES 

complete  “Range  Robbers,”  fourth  in  the  Tim 
Holt  western  series. 

I.AKKY  RHINE  and  BEN  CH.VPMAN  com- 
Idete  “Hang  Out  the  Moon”  for  Producer  Fred 
Ullman  jr. 

NORTON  S.  BARKER  to  “Horseback  Hurri- 
cane,” forthcoming  Tim  Holt  western. 

■VRTHIR  JONES  and  DORCAS  COCHRANE 
teamed  on  an  untitled  musical  with  a college 
background.  Fred  Ullman  jr.  will  produce. 

20th  Century-Fox 

WARREN  Dl'FF  to  “Flight  Surgeon,”  story 
of  navy  aviation.  Kenneth  Macgowan  produces. 

LAMAR  TROTTI  to  “Rise  and  Shine,”  con- 
scription story,  which  Lou  Edelman  will  pro- 
duce. 

GEORGE  SEATON  to  “Caribbean  Cruise,”  a 
musical. 

Universal 

IA:0  TOWNSEND  to  “The  Man  Who  Lost 
Himself.” 

Warner  Bros. 

BARRY  TRIVERS  to  “Captain  Applejack.” 

ROBERT  KENT  to  “I’ve  Got  Your  Number,” 
dealing  with  sabotage  of  communication  systems. 

LEONARD  FRANK  to  “Office  Wife.” 

THEODORE  ST.  JOHN,  New  York  stage  di- 
rector and  playwright,  teamed  with  ALAN  LE 
MAY'  on  “Rurales,”  story  of  the  Mexican  con- 
stabulary, which  will  follow  “Reap  the  Wild 
Wind”  on  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  production  sched- 
ule. J.  Robert  Bren  and  Gladys  Atwater  wrote 
the  original. 

RALPH  BLOCK  to  “One  Foot  in  Heaven,”  from 
Hartzell  Spence’s  novel. 

Technically 

Ernst  Lubitsch 

GEORGE  I5ARNES,  borrowed  from  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, replaces  MERRITT  GERSTAD  as  cam- 
eraman on  “That  Uncertain  Feeling.”  Gerstad  and 
Lubitsch  severed  relations  after  a disagreement  on 
handling  of  the  assignment. 

Globe 

HAL  MOHR  to  lens  "Pot  O’  Gold.” 

HEI.EN  TAYLOR  set  as  costume  designer  on 
“Pot  O’  Gold.” 

HOW.VRD  BRISTOL  named  set  decorator  on 
”Pot  O’  Gold.” 

LARRY  CEBALLOS  to  stage  a rhumba  pro- 
duction number  for  ”Pot  O’  Gold.” 

M-G-M 

RICHARD  ROSSON  has  checked  in  from  a lo- 
cation scouting  trip  to  Tucson.  Monument  Valley 
and  other  scenic  spots,  seeking  location  sites  for 
“Billy  the  Kid.” 

GENE  RUGGIERO  named  film  editor  on  “Four 
Cents  a Word.” 

CONRAD  A.  NERVIG  to  edit  “Bad  Man.” 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Comedies  Dominating 
Production  Slates 


HER  FIRST  ROMANCE  (Mono) — Cinderella 
story  with  a collegiate  background  which 
presents  Edith  Fellows  in  her  first  adoles- 
cent role.  And  a charming  Miss  she  is, 
her  appearance,  acting  and  singing  all  con- 
tributing to  an  effective  performance.  Con- 
sidering its  cost,  the  picture  emerges  as 
well-knit  entertainment.  I.  E.  Chadwick  pro- 
duced; Edward  Omytryk  directed. 

HUDSON'S  BAY  (20th-Fox)— A colorful  phase 
of  Canada's  early  history,  the  founding  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  is  herewith 
transferred  to  celluloid  and,  while  the  pic- 
ture is  impressively  and  spectacularly  pro- 
duced, its  fate  as  popular  entertainment  is 
subject  to  considerable  doubt.  Paul  Muni 
is  starred.  Handicapped  by  an  assumed 
accent,  the  role  fails  to  give  his  dramatic 
ability  a chance  to  assert  itself.  The  fea- 
ture will  undoubtedly  do  top  business  in 
the  Canadian  and  English  markets,  but 
rank-and-file  American  audiences  will  not 
rush  to  see  it.  Kenneth  Macgowan  pro- 
duced. Irving  Pichel  directed. 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

GKOKGB  EMERSON,  animal  expert,  set  as  tech- 
nical advisor  on  zoo  sequences  in  “Fools  Rush  In.” 

ADRIENNE  EAZEN  editing  "The  Common 
Error,”  a Crime  Does  Not  Pay  short. 

JOSEPH  RU'rTENBERG  photographing  musical 
numbers  for  “The  Ziegfeld  Girl.” 

PAUL  VOGEL  photographing  screen  tests  for 
supporting  roles  in  “Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde, 
Spencer  Tracy  starrer,  which  rolls  January  2 with 
Victor  Fleming  directing. 

LES  WHI'l'E  to  lens  “Andy  Hardy's  Private 
Secretary,”  latest  Hardy  Family  picture,  which 
George  Seitz  will  direct. 

JEANETTE  BATE,  dance  expert,  signed  as 
dancing  instructor  for  the  studio’s  younger  con- 
tract players. 

AL  AKST  to  edit  “l-2-3-Go!”  new  Our  Gang 
oii©“r©6l6r« 

SERGEI  PET.SCHNIKOFE  named  unit  manager 
on  “Rage  in  Heaven.” 

.JACK.SON  ROSE  lensing  “Immigration,”  new- 
est Crime  Does  Not  Pay  short. 

LESTER  WHITE  lensing  special  crowd  shots 
for  “The  Bad  Man,”  Wallace  Beery  starrer. 

AL  SIEGEL  reports  from  New  York  to  begin 
work  as  vocal  coach  and  song  routine  expert 
on  new  musical  jiroductions. 

Monogram 

iMAITv  WRIGHT  named  assistant  director  on 
“You're  Out  of  Luck.” 

Paramount 

ROLLIE  ASHER  named  assistant  director  on 
“One  Night  in  Lisbon.” 

EDDIE  BERNOUDV  named  assistant  director 
on  “One  Night  in  Lisbon.” 

DICK  BLAYDON  named  technical  advisor  on 
“One  Night  in  Lisbon.” 

RKO  Radio 

.VRGYLE  NELSON  named  assistant  director 
on  “The  Devil  and  Miss  Jones.” 

CARROLL  CLARK  set  as  art  director  on 
“Show  Business.’* 

L.  P,  WILLIAMS  named  art  director  on  “Sunny,” 
next  Anna  Neagle  starrer, 

20th  Century-Fox 

MTI.LIAM  ECKHARDT  replaces  TOM  DUDLEY 

as  assistant  director  on  “Tall,  Dark  and  Hand- 
some,” Dudley  having  incurred  a foot  injury. 

.\RTHUR  BERTHELET  signed  as  dialogue  di- 
rector on  “Tall,  Dark  and  Handsome.” 

MTLLIAM  KOENIG  and  a staff  have  checked 
out  for  Mexico  City  to  arrange  for  locations  and 
secure  government  approval  for  “Blood  and 
Sand,”  next  Tyrone  Power  starrer. 

Universal 

BARNEY  OLDFIELD  signed  as  technical  ad- 
visor on  1907  auto  racing  sequences  in  “Back 
Street.” 

Warner  Bros. 

IRVING  RAPPER  conducting  sound  and  photog- 


LOVE  THY  NEIGHBOR  (Para't)— That  the 
teaming  of  those  radio  feuders.  Jack  Benny 
and  Fred  Allen,  would  be  a comedy  suc- 
cess was  almost  a foregone  conclusion, 
and  under  Producer-Director  Mark  Sand- 
rich's  able  guidance  the  result  surpasses 
expectations  and  should  score  heavily 
where  boxoffice  patrons  are  Benny  and 
Allen  conscious.  The  script,  a melange  of 
mirth  and  music,  is  cunningly  tailored  to 
their  talents  and  the  laughs  come  thick 
and  fast,  although  their  verbal  vitupera- 
tions result  in  a draw. 

WHERE  DID  YOU  GET  THAT  GIRL?  (Univ)— 
So  long  as  Universal  can  resurrect  the 
titles  of  former  song  hits  it  will  probably 
continue  to  use  them  as  frameworks  for 
low-budgeted  comedies  with  music  of 
which  series  this  latest  is  tuneful,  divert- 
ing and  acceptable.  Having  better  story 
values  than  most  of  its  predecessors,  it 
commands  attention  as  better  supporting 
fare.  Joseph  Sanford  produced;  Arthur  Lu- 
bin  directed. 


raphic  tests  for  “Winged  Victory/’  which  he  will 
direct  as  his  first  chore  since  being  i-iromoted 
from  dialogue  director. 

HYKON  HA.SKIN  directing  second  unit  of  "The 
Sea  Wolf”  on  location  in  the  Catalina  Channel. 

4AMLS  WONG  HOWL  to  lens  “The  Bride  Came 
C.  O.  D.” 

'I'HOMAS  PKATT  to  edit  “Murder  on  the 
Second  Floor.” 


(Continued  from  page  31  > 
in  transmitting  a delicate  and  engrossing 
book  to  celluloid. 

It  was  almost  a foregone  conclusion  that 
the  teaming  of  Jack  Benny  and  Fred  Allen 
in  a film  would  be  a comedy  success.  In 
Paramount’s  “Love  Thy  Neighbor,”  Pro- 
ducer-Director Mark  Sandrich  surpasses 
expectations  with  a gay,  laugh-infested  ve- 
hicle that  should  score  heavily  wherever 
there  are  followers  of  the  Benny-Alien 
radio  feud — which  is  practically  every- 
where. The  original  screen  play  by  Wil- 
liam Morrow  and  Edmund  Beloin  was 
cunningly  tailored  to  the  comedians’  re- 
spective talents;  while  Sandrich  had  an 
additional  comedy  asset  in  the  inimitable 
Eddie  (Rochester)  Anderson — a name  to 
conjure  with  in  the  delivery  of  mirth- 
provoking  lines. 

* • • 

Topping  the  second  group,  three  in 
number,  and  all  rating  recognition  as 
above-par  programmers,  was  Paramount’s 
“Victory,”  a compact,  compelling  melo- 
drama with  the  sultiT  Dutch  East  Indies 
as  its  locale.  Adapted  from  a famous  Jos- 
eph Conrad  story,  it  will  be  eminently  ac- 
ceptable wherever  audiences  appreciate 
their  adventure  on  the  subtle  side.  A 
superb  cast  contributes  rich  characteriza- 
tions and  John  L.  Balderston’s  screen  play 
is  shaded  •with  violent  physical  action. 
These  assets,  plus  competent  production 
by  Anthony  Veiller  and  John  Cromwell’s 


Comedies — of  both  the  broad  and  subtle 
variety — maintain  a stranglehold  on  first 
place  among  pictures  planned  by  the  major 
studios  during  the  winter  months,  15  such 
vehicles  already  having  been  announced. 
Runner-up  is  the  straight  dramatic  film, 
of  which  nine  are  on  the  line  for  camera 
work  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

Super-scale  westerns  seemingly  have 
taken  a back  seat,  together  with  musicals, 
with  only  two  in  each  classification  as  yet 
announced.  Sole  biographical  film  will  be 
Warner’s  “Sergeant  York,”  rolling  in 
January. 

Comedies  include: 

“The  Bride  Came  C.  O.  D.,”  “Thirty 
Days  Hath  September”  and  “Miss  Wheel- 
wright Discovers  America”  at  Warner; 
“Andy  Hardy’s  Private  Secretary”  and  “Mr. 
Co-Ed”  at  M-G-M;  “One  Night  in  Lisbon,” 
“Skylark,”  “Kiss  the  Boys  Goodbye”  and 
“Caught  in  a Draft”  at  Paramount;  RKO 
Radio’s  “Tom,  Dick  and  Harry”  and 
“Weekend  for  Three;”  Republic’s  “Sis 
Hopkins”  and  “Puddin’  Head,”  and  Co- 
lumbia’s “Amateur  Angel.” 

Dramatic  entries  include  “Winged  Vic- 
tory,” “Fiesta  in  Manhattan”  and  “The 
Return  of  the  Falcon”  from  Warner; 
“Blossoms  in  the  Dust,”  “The  Trial  of 
Mary  Dugan”  and  “Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr. 
Hyde”  from  M-G-M;  RKO  Radio’s  “True 
to  Form;”  20th  Century-Fox’s  “Dead  Men 
Tell”  and  Paramount’s  “Hold  Back  the 
Dawn.” 

The  westerns  are  Warner’s  “Bad  Men 
of  Missouri”  and  Frank  Lloyd’s  “Lady 
From  Cheyenne,”  for  Universal.  M-G-M’^ 
“Lady  Be  Good”  and  Paramount’s  “Bal- 
lerina” are  the  only  musicals  thus  far 
listed. 


usual  deft  direction,  brands  the  picture 
as  a first-rate  entry. 

Warner  has  a piece  of  good,  solid  en- 
tertainment in  “Pour  Mothers,”  newest  in 
the  “Lemp  Family”  series.  Stephen  More- 
house Avery  turned  in  a homespun,  human 
script  which  was  ably  directed  by  Wil- 
liam Keighley,  while  Henry  Blanke  pro- 
vided the  offering  with  every  necessary 
production  trapping.  As  general  audience 
fare  it  is  more  than  satisfactory. 

Exciting  melodrama  is  the  same  stu- 
dio’s “South  of  Suez,”  possessing  enough 
entertaining  elements  to  please  the  rank 
and  file  of  theatre  patrons.  Ban*y  Trivers’ 
script,  based  on  Sheridan  Gibney’s  orig- 
inal, is  somewhat  involved,  but  Director 
Lewis  Seiler  surmounted  that  slight  han- 
dicap in  his  efficient  piloting  chore.  Wil- 
liam Jacobs  served  as  associate  producer. 

* ♦ * 

So  long  as  Universal  continues  to  res- 
urrect titles  of  former  song  hits,  it  will 
probably  use  them  as  the  frameworks  for 
low-budgeted  comedies  with  music,  of 
which  series  “Where  Did  You  Get  That 
Girl?”  is  the  latest.  It  is  tuneful,  divert- 
ing and  generally  acceptable.  Jay  Drat- 
ler’s  original,  and  the  script  by  him,  Paul 
Franklin  and  Stanley  Rubin,  contains 
better  story  values  than  its  predecessors 
and  Leon  Errol  bolsters  the  Thespic  ros- 
ter considerably  with  a comedy  perform- 
ance. Joseph  G.  Sanford  produced  and 
Arthur  Lubin  directed. 
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H LL  LOCAL  theatres  are  preparing  for 
the  holiday  week  during  which  it  is 
expected  the  boxoffice  will  recover  from 
the  slump  of  the  past  three  weeks.  There 
was  rain  this  week  to  break  the  cold  spell 
and  it  was  more  like  California  for  a 
change.  The  flu,  apparently,  is  on  the 
wane,  news  that  is  certainly  music  to  the 
ears  of  the  exhibitors  as  the  widespread 
illness  was  boxoffice  poison.  From  where 
we  sit  it  looks  like  a big  Christmas  week. 

Charley  Koerner  up  for  a visit  to  the 
Golden  Gate.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Fred  Meyer  . . . D.  J.  McNerney  back  from 
his  Chicago  trip  to  find  his  son  Jack  down 
with  the  flu.  Jack  is  assista7it  maiiager  of 
the  Esquire  in  Sacramento  . . . Howard 
Moody  has  been  chosen  by  the  Fox  chain 
to  manage  their  new  house  in  San  Carlos. 
The  big  opening  is  next  week  . . . Sid 
Kahn  is  back  in  the  industry,  managing 
the  Roxie  in  Visalia. 

George  Mann  played  host  to  Redwood 
managers  at  a cornbeef  roundup  and  a 
preview  of  “Hudson’s  Bay.”  It  was  a big 
day  and  everyone  reports  a fine  time  . . . 
Paramount  has  booked  Republic’s  “Melody 
Ranch”  for  ten  days  starting  this  Satur- 
day. This  is  the  first  Saturday  change- 
over here  in  many  years.  Works  out  fine. 
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however,  for  a change  to  catch  the  New 
Year’s  Day  celebrators  . . . We  are  glad  to 
hear  that  Gene  Stephanie  of  Isleton  is  re- 
covering from  a ruptured  appendix. 

Edgar  Bergen  was  in  town  without 
Charlie.  Bergen  stated  that  he  was  looking 
for  talent — supposedly  for  his  next  film 
. . . Ground  was  broken  for  a 7iew  theatre 
in  Fall  River  Mills.  The  Tyler  interests  are 
building  the  house  . . . The  ope7iing  of  the 
Tower  in  Marysville  has  been  moved  back 
U7itil  the  middle  of  January  . . . There  was 
a bookers’  brawl  in  07ie  of  the  Row’s  liquid 
refreshment  cor7iers  this  week.  There  were 
words,  fists,  some  hurt  feelings,  but  no 
serious  damage. 

The  laugh  of  the  week  occurred  at  the 
Harvey  office.  “Red”  Fishback,  manager  of 
the  McCloud,  sent  12  Xmas  trees  to  the 
Harvey  home  office  for  the  employes.  Be- 
fore the  gang  could  cart  the  trees  home, 
one  of  the  boys  in  the  back  room  had  cut 
them  up  for  use  as  decoration  in  the  of- 
fice. The  Harvey  headquarters  look  fine 
but  you  should  hear  the  grumbles  of  the 
staff  who  had  to  buy  trees — at  40  cents  a 
foot! 

Cleve  Church  has  take7i  over  the  Ameri- 
ca7i  in  Kingsburg  fro77i  Sam  C.  Levin  . . . 
Ed  Cox  i7i  town  tellUig  the  boys  about  his 
huntmg.  Ed  is  doing  his  best  to  deplete  our 
supply  of  ducks  and  geese  . . . Golden  State 
is  moving  its  headquarters  next  m07ith. 
The  organizatiori  will  take  two  floors  in 
the  Hisurance  Bldg.,  across  the  street  from 
their  present  address  . . . Patricia  Moriso7i 
i7i  town.  Also  Na7i  Grey  07t  a shoppmg 
tour.  Quite  a Jiumber  of  the  film  folk  fi7id 
the  San  Fra7icisco  shops  attractive. 


Tory  Roberts  received  painful  hand 
burns  when  he  extinguished  a fire  in  his 
hotel  room  on  a recent  selling  trip  for 
Columbia  . . . John  Rowberry  has  taken 
over  the  managership  of  the  American  in 
Winnemucca  . . . Wally  Feehan  has  lo- 
cated here  and  is  busy  booking  his  road- 
show attractions  about  the  state  . . . A1 
Dunn  is  back  with  Fox  West  Coast  after 
a long  illness.  Al,  formerly  with  the  Para- 
mount and  St.  Francis,  is  now  at  the  War- 
field  . . . Dave  Bolton  on  the  Row  booking 
for  all  his  houses. 

Bob  Crosby  has  been  booked  for  a per- 
sonal  appearance  with  his  band  at  the 
Golden  Gate.  He  will  play  the  week  his 
picture,  “Let’s  Make  Music,”  premieres  at 
the  theatre  on  Ja7iuary  8 . . . Bob  Lippert 
has  returned  from  two  tveeks  in  Los 
A7igeles  on  Pacific  Premium  business  . . . 
George  Blume7ithal  checked  in  at  the  Pro- 
ducers Releasing  office  after  a selling  trip 
in  the  valley  . . . The  field  is  opening  up 
agai7i  for  the  Harry  Bridges-Martin  Dies 
short  since  the  FBI  opened  up  on  Bridges. 
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Alberl  Law  Named 
PCCITO  Counsel 


Los  Angeles — Indications  that  the  Pa- 
cific Coast  Conference  of  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  is  to  launch  into  a re- 
newed and  thorough  study  of  the  consent 
decree  and  the  effect  it  will  have  upon 
the  PCCITO  membership  are  seen  in  the 
appointment  of  Albert  J.  Law  as  gen- 
eral counsel  for  the  organization. 

Law  has  resigned  his  post  as  special  as- 
sistant to  the  U.  S.  attorney-general,  which 
position  he  has  held  for  the  past  11  years, 
and  will  begin  his  term  of  service  with 
the  PCCITO  about  January  1.  During  his 
years  of  service  as  a department  of  jus- 
tice deputy  he  conducted  numerous  in- 
vestigations into  all  phases  of  motion  pic- 
tures. He  has  been  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
for  three  years,  working  with  Harold  Col- 
lins, also  of  the  department  of  justice, 
on  local  angles  of  the  government’s  re- 
cent all-industry  suit,  from  which  the 
consent  decree  resulted. 

PCCITO  spokesmen  had  no  comment  to 
make  on  Law’s  appointment  beyond  the 
bare  disclosure  that  he  had  been  re- 
tained. It  is  believed,  however,  that  an 
expanded  statement  will  be  forthcoming 
following  a meeting  of  the  PCCITO  trus- 
tees, scheduled  for  the  near  future. 


Xmas  Bonuses  in  Store  for 
Several  on  L A.  Row 

Los  Angeles — A fair  share  of  Filmrow's 
personnel  is  going  to  find  a bonus  in  its 
Christmas  stocking  this  year.  Fox  West 
Coast  has  earmarked  between  $50,000  and 
$60,000  for  distribution  to  its  employes  as 
a Yuletide  reward  for  work  well  done  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  major  portion  of  it 
will  go  to  those  earning  $75  or  less  weekly 
in  the  form  of  an  extra  week’s  salary. 
The  balance  will  be  distributed  to  house 
managers,  bookers  and  others  in  the  form 
of  contest  awards. 

The  M-G-M  exchange  workers  have,  for 
the  past  several  years,  been  given  an  ex- 
tra week’s  wages,  which  procedure  local 
attaches  say,  will  almost  certainly  be  re- 
peated this  year.  Bonuses  on  the  same 
scale  are  in  prospect  at  Paramoimt  and 
may  be  forthcoming  at  the  other  ex- 
changes, although  as  yet  no  word  on  the 
matter  has  been  received. 

Among  the  service  and  equipment  firms. 
National  Screen  Service  and  Altec  Ser- 
vice have  announced  bonuses  will  be  dis- 
tributed in  the  form  of  an  extra  week’s 
salary  or  a percentage  of  weekly  earnings. 
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J^ON  T.  FIDDLER  is  continuing  to  con- 
valesce at  his  home  after  his  recent 
illness. 

Charles  Jack,  prisoner  9087  at  the  Santa 
Fe,  New  Mexico  penitentiary,  likes  the  idea 
of  the  world  premiere  of  “Santa  Fe  Trail.” 
He,  a Navajo  sand  painter,  has  been  com- 
missioned to  do  a sand  painting  of  the  U. 
S.,  showing  the  course  of  the  old  Santa  Fe 
trail  from  Independence,  Mo.,  to  New 
Mexico.  He  expects  to  complete  a map  in 
one  of  the  moving  picture  theatre  lobbies 
by  the  end  of  the  week. 

A 17-car  train  bearing  300  filmites  and 
representatives  of  the  press  left  Hollywood 
for  the  world  premiere  of  Warner’s  “Santa 
Fe  Trail’’  at  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.  The  visitors, 
including  a contingent  from  New  York, 
will  enjoy  three  days  of  festivities. 

Ray  Hendry,  manager  at  the  Centre,  has 
spotted  a beautiful  Christmas  tree  in  the 
lobby  . . . “Arizona”  is  to  be  shown  here 
soon  . . . Claudette  Colbert  was  in  Salt 
Lake  City  briefly  en  route  to  Sun  Valley, 
Idaho,  a few  days  ago  . . . The  new  Bette 
Davis  vehicle,  “The  Letter,”  is  being  trans- 
ferred from  the  Centre  to  the  Studio  for 


an  added  week  . . . Major  Bowes’  road- 
show unit  is  at  the  Lake  Theatre  cur- 
rently. 

Photographers  and  newsreel  men  who 
will  take  pictures  of  the  first  annual  Alta 
Ski  carnival  and  the  first  annual  Alta 
Snow  cup  race  here  include  George  Lyng, 
M-G-M;  Frank  Vail,  Pathe  News;  Joe 
Rucker,  Paramount  News;  R.  B.  Hooper, 
Commercial  Motion  Pictures;  Robert 
Connell,  president  of  Commercial  Motion 
Pictures  and  Karl  Wallen,  News-World 
rotogravure  pictures,  all  of  Los  Angeles, 
and  John  Olson  of  Salt  Yake  City,  Univer- 
sal Pictures’  Mr.  Woodhead  said. 

G.  A.  Smith,  Paramount  district  man- 
ager, is  in  Salt  Lake  City  conferring  with 
Branch  Manager  F.  H.  Smith  . . . G.  S. 
Pinnell,  Sheffield- Republic  manager  here, 
is  working  in  Southern  Utah  currently. 
Salesman  Art  Baron  is  in  Idaho  . . . H.  B. 
Jorgensen,  exhibitor  who  operates  the 
Main  Theatre  at  Rigby,  Ida.,  is  visiting  the 
local  exchanges. 

Bookings  are  being  arranged  for  the  new 
theatre  nearing  completion  at  the  Salt  Lake 
City  government  airport,  the  house  to  be 
called  the  Airdrome.  It  will  open  next 


FWC  Rehabilitating 
So.  Calif.  Houses 

Los  Angeles — A $175,000  rehabilitation 
program  is  underway  among  Fox  West 
Coast’s  Southern  California  houses.  In- 
cluded among  theatres  drawing  the  face- 
lifting are; 

Grauman’s  Chinese,  first-run  de  luxe 
house  here,  on  which  $15,000  is  being  ex- 
pended for  new  airfoam  rubber  seats,  a 
new  concrete  floor,  new  projection  equip- 
ment and  a new  flatlite  screen. 

West  Coast  Theatre  in  Long  Beach.  New 
seats,  carpets,  marquee  and  boxoffice  will 
be  installed,  the  total  to  cost  $60,000. 

California  Theatre,  San  Diego,  also 
drawing  a $60,000  job  similar  to  that  im- 
der  way  at  the  Long  Beach  house. 

The  Alexander  in  Glendale,  now  being 
remodeled,  will  be  completed  in  January 
at  a cost  of  $40,000. 


month  ...  It  is  reported  a motion  picture 
theatre  is  to  be  built  in  Wendover,  Utah, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  flyer  squadrons  who 
are  being  headquartered  there  and  one  at 
Hill  Field,  out  of  Ogden,  Utah,  a new  air- 
port. 
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Seasons  Greetings  to  All 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 
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PCCITO  Election  Held 
Dec,  10  in  Portland 

Portland — Bob  White  was  re-elected 
trustee  for  a two  year  term  and  Banjo 
Miller  secretary  at  the  PCCITO  quarterly 
meeting  held  December  10  at  the  Benson 
Hotel. 

Attending  the  meeting  were;  Mr.  Mat- 
techeck,  Wes  Johnson,  Cap  and  Roland 
Kuhn,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milt  Odem,  Fred 
Clift,  Mrs.  Dixon,  Harry  Gamble,  A1  For- 
man, John  Danz,  Bill  Ripley,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Moore,  Bill  McKevitt,  George 
Gould,  Oscar  Phelps,  Mr.  Durkee  and  Dick 
Fisk. 


John  Byrne  Will  Succeed 
Hickey  in  Salt  Lake 

Salt  Lake  City — Succeeding  George 
Hickey  as  Metro’s  division  manager  here 
will  be  John  P.  Byrne  of  Boston,  Mass. 
Byrne  will  assume  the  post  beginning  the 
first  of  the  year. 

Hickey,  whose  territory  previously  in- 
cluded the  entire  west,  will  confine  his  ac- 
tivities entirely  to  the  west  coast. 

The  change  will  not  affect  the  personnel 
of  the  Salt  Lake  office,  Sam  D.  Gardner 
resident  manager,  states. 


gOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  headquarters 
for  the  Greek  War  Relief  Ass’n  have 
been  established  at  Fox  West  Coast’s  home 
offices  here.  Spyros  Skouras,  president  of 
National  Theatres,  is  the  organization’s 
national  chairman  . . . Jacqueline  Mae 
Metzger,  daughter  of  Lou  Metzger,  San 
Diego  theatre  operator,  was  married  De- 
cember 17  to  Burton  Lloyd  Kraemer  at  the 
Hillcrest  Country  Club. 

Beil  Cohen,  executive  in  charge  of 
M-G-M  theatres  in  India,  has  left  for  New 
York  for  homeoffice  conferences  after  a 
week  here  at  the  studio  and  exchange  . . . 
W.  H.  “Bud”  Lollier  has  returned  to  his 
Fox  West  Coast  executive  desk  after  a 
bout  with  the  flu  ..  . Both  Cullen  Espy, 
FWC  district  manager,  and  his  secretary, 
Agnes  Arnold,  are  fighting  the  same  sick- 
ness. 


C.  T.  Lynch,  resident  manager  at 
M-G-M,  has  joined  that  office’s  list  of  flu 
victims  . . . A1  O’Keefe,  Universal’s  west- 
ern district  manager,  has  left  for  San 
Francisco  . . . Jimmy  Elms,  M-G-M  ship- 
per, has  returned  from  St.  Louis  where  he 
spent  a month  visiting  his  family. 


Off  to  New  York  after  a short  stay  here 
is  George  Carrington,  vice-president  of 
Altec  Service  . . . Mike  Newman,  Columbia 
exploiteer,  pulled  out  for  Seattle,  while 
Eddie  Meek,  postal  clerk,  left  for  Bakers- 
field for  a week’s  stay  . . . Booking:  How- 
ard Sheehan  of  the  Vogue  in  Hollywood; 
Fred  Siegel,  Palomar  and  Margo  theatres, 
Oceanside;  Juan  Esteves,  Lyric,  Sacra- 
mento. 

Charles  P.  Skouras,  president  of  Fox’ 
West  Coast,  has  left  for  New  York.  He 
will  spend  the  Christmas  holidays  in  the 
east  . . . On  the  Row:  Vincent  Russo, 
Casino  Theatre,  San  Diego;  Dave  Cantor, 
San  Clemente,  San  Clemente;  Ote  Lewis, 
Mission,  San  Gabriel;  Harvey  Levinson, 
Cozy. 

Harry  Nace,  head  of  the  Nace-Publix 
circuit  in  Phoenix,  came  in  for  some  book- 
ings . . . Wayne  Ball  and  Bert  Lentz, 
branch  manager  and  salesman  respective- 
ly at  Columbia,  on  a selling  trip  . . . George 
Hickey,  Metro  district  manager,  had  no 
sooner  arrived  from  San  Francisco  than 
the  flu  bug  bit  him  arid  he  had  to  take  to 
bed  . . . Mike  Levinson,  independent  dis- 
tributor, in  from  his  tour  of  northern 
California  territory. 

Albert  Law,  U.  S.  department  of  justice 
deputy  stationed  here,  popped  in  to  pay 
the  Row  a visit  . . . Bitten  by  the  flu  bug 
were  Benny  Sachey,  Universal  booker;  Ida 
Tavel,  M-G-M  inspectress,  and  Mel  Love 
and  Virginia  Nicholas,  both  of  M-G-M’s 
shipping  department  . . . On  his  way  to 
Mexico  City,  A.  Blanco,  operator  of 
Blanco’s  Peninsula  Theatres  in  Moim- 
tain  View,  stopped  off  to  say  “hello”  to  ac- 
quaintances here. 


Donner  to  Republic 

Portland  — Harold  Donner,  Columbia 
shipping  clerk  for  the  past  ten  years,  has 
joined  Republic  as  booker  and  office  man- 
ager. He  succeeds  Jack  Anderson,  re- 
signed. 


Vehicle  for  Joan  Crawford 

Hollywood — Metro  has  acquired  “Re- 
flected Glory,”  a play  by  George  Kelly, 
as  a Joan  Crawford  starrer.  Kelly  will 
script  for  Producer  J.  Walter  Ruben. 


"Vigilantes"  for  Heisler 

Hollywood — Columbia  has  borrowed  Di- 
rector Stuart  Heisler  from  Paramount  to 
pilot  “Vigilantes,”  William  Holden  starrer. 
It  is  a Sam  Bischoff  production. 
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piLMROW’S  annual  dance  at  the  Aero 

Club  was  a big  success.  The  dance  and 
get  together  was  sponsored  by  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners  of  Oregon. 

New  arrivals  to  the  film  colony  are  nu- 
merous. Miss  Beverly  Pearson  has  joined 
the  RKO  office  force,  Miss  June  Victor  is 
secretary  to  Banjo  Miller,  the  Misses  Vir- 
ginia Gibson  and  Edythe  Schuhmann  are 
stenographer  and  billing  clerk,  respective- 
ly, for  Columbia;  Don  Brown  is  poster 
clerk,  replacing  Ray  Logan,  who  was  pro- 
moted to  the  shipping  department,  also 
at  Columbia. 

A.  W.  Smith  jr.,  general  salesmanager, 
and  J.  H.  McIntyre,  western  district  man- 
ager for  RKO,  dropped  into  the  local  ex- 
change for  a sales  meeting. 

Mrs.  Ethel  Smith,  ex-Columbia  steno, 
reports  the  arrival  of  Sharon  Marie  Smith 
as  of  December  12.  She  didn’t  say  whether 
her  bundle  of  joy  would  grow  up  to  be  a 
steno  or  not. 

Influenza  is  playing  havoc  with  the  local 
theatre  business.  The  theatre  at  Camp 
Clatsop  is  closed  temporarily  on  account 
of  it.  Art  Hile  is  laid  up  with  the  same 
epidemic. 

New  theatre  owners  in  the  territory  in- 
clude Noel  Nelson  of  the  Peoples  at  Oak- 
ridge,  Mrs.  Dickenson  at  Grass  Valley  and 
W.  M.  Saunders  opened  a new  theatre  in 
Kinzua.  Mr.  Watrus’  new  theatre  building 
is  nearing  completion  in  Forest  Grove  and 
Western  Sound  announced  the  start  of  a 
“from  the  ground  up’’  installation  of  booth 
equipment,  seats  and  all  the  trimmings  in 
J.  S.  Tews  new  theatre  in  North  Bend.  W. 
E.  Robbins  of  Wheeler  is  remodeling  with 
chairs  and  sound. 

Portland  visitors;  Sig  Tully,  sound  man 
with  Western  Sound,  in  from  Montana  for 
a vacation;  Mike  Newman,  Columbia  pub- 
licity whiz,  here  to  supervise  the  “Arizona” 
opening;  Denny  Hull,  North  Bend;  George 
Gould,  Dallas;  L.  A.  Moore,  Hermiston; 
Milt  Odem  and  wife,  Redmond;  Jack  Wil- 
liams, Illwaco,  Wash.;  Harold  LaDuc,  Ne- 
hale;  Claude  Smith,  Tillamook,  and  Ken 
Spears,  Winlock,  Wash.,  all  on  the  Row 
doing  booking  and  buying  advertising.  J. 
H.  Sheffield,  head  man  of  Republic’s 
western  division,  was  in  town  for  a sales 
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Lobby  Decorated  to  Help 
Sell  Xmas  Club  Tickets 

Inglewood,  Cal. — Manager  Dave  Martin 
and  his  assistant.  Bill  Erickson,  made  full 
use  of  front  and  lobby  of  their  Fox  Gran- 
ada Theatre  in  selling  Xmas  Club  tickets. 

To  begin  with,  above  the  doors  a 25- 
foot-long  space  was  covered  with  blue 
sateen  on  which  trees  and  stars  were  air- 
brushed  in  silver.  A blowup  facsimile  of 
the  ticket  on  sale  plus  a cutout  Santa 
Claus  in  full  color,  and  the  lettering  “Buy 
Now  and  Save”  were  stapled  on  the  back- 
ground. Two  ceiling  spots  illuminated  the 
display. 

In  the  lobby  were  several  easel  boards. 
One  board,  six  feet  in  height,  featured  a 
cutout  pink  Cupid.  Copy  read:  “Cupie 
says — Get  on  the  inside  track  by  giving  her 
a book  of  Fox  Granada  Goodwill  theatre 
tickets.”  Another  easel  (30x40)  had  at- 
tached to  it  33  keys,  from  the  lost  and 
found  department  with  punchline  read- 
ing; “The  key  to  sensible  savings”  followed 
by  ticket  copy. 

In  the  boxoffice  window  Martin  and 
Erickson  displayed  a card,  on  the  upper 
part  of  which  was  pasted  two  authentic 
Irish  sweepstakes  tickets.  A red  cello- 
phane “X”  ran  across  these  two  tickets 
and  copy  on  the  lower  part  of  the  card 
read:  “You’ve  not  taken  a chance  when 
you’ve  bought  Fox  Granada’s  Goodwill 
Tickets.” 


conference  and  to  aid  in  the  installation 
of  a new  booker. 

That  Christmas  feeling  prevails  in  Port- 
land as  indicated  by  the  decision  to  give 
the  viewers  a present  of  new  sound  equip- 
ment in  both  B.  F.  Shearer’s  and  Star 
Film’s  screening  rooms.  A rush  is  antici- 
pated to  have  pictures  screened. 

Mrs.  Harold  Dow,  Meronia,  is  operating 
the  Joy  at  Tigard  during  the  service  period 
of  Reserve  Captain  J.  J.  Taggart  in  the 
army.  Mark  Corey  jr.  became  a Looie  in 
the  same  army. 
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QEEN  at  the  premiere  of  “Santa  Fe  Trail” 
at  Santa  Fe  were  these  theatre  and 
film  people  from  Denver:  Harry  Huffman, 
Fox  city  manager;  Bernie  Hynes,  Denver 
manager;  Earl  Bell,  Warner  exchange 
manager;  Henry  Friedel,  M-G-M  exchange 
manager;  Charles  Gilmour,  president 
Gibraltar  theatres,  and  Jimmy  Briggs, 
critic  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  News. 

L.  F.  Flowers  has  bought  the  Pix  at 
Johnstown,  Colo.  . . . Boys  on  the  Row 
now  have  their  baths  handy,  and  don’t 
have  to  wait  until  Saturday  night.  A 
“Scientific  Bath  Parlor’’  has  been  opened 
right  in  the  middle  of  the  Row. 

A1  Hoffman,  United  Artists  exchange 
manager,  to  Deadwood,  S.  D.,  to  close  a 
deal  with  the  Black  Hills  Amusement  Co., 
and  Fred  Zekman,  the  Black  Hills  Denver 
booker,  also  there  to  sit  in  on  the  deal. 

Seen  on  the  Row:  R.  D.  Irwin  of  the 
Irwin  Circuit,  headquarters  in  Kremmling, 
Colo.;  Harry  McDonald  and  Bob  Spahn  of 
the  McDonald  theatres  at  Torrington, 
Wyo.,  and  Mitchell,  Neb. 
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^HE  flu  is  playing  havoc  with  many  of 
the  smaller  towns  in  this  state,  but 
Seattle  so  far  has  fought  it  to  a standstill. 
A number  of  the  little  spots  have  closed 
their  theatres  and  schools,  but  this  town, 
although  many  are  suffering  from  colds,  is 
enjoying  the  greatest  Xmas  shopping 
crowds  in  years.  Theatres  are  doing  fair 
business,  but  one  night  this  week  five  of 
the  leading  houses  did  over-capacity  busi- 
ness. The  Paramount,  Fifth  Ave,  and  Or- 
pheum  of  the  Fox-Evergreen  chain;  the 
Palomar  of  the  Sterling  theatres,  and  the 
Liberty  of  the  Jensen-von  Herberg  thea- 
tres all  combined  in  a joint  surprise  night 
and  the  idea  had  grand  results. 

The  Warner  exchange,  also  Universal, 
are  bedecked  with  banners,  bunting,  and 
ballyhoo  for  their  various  drives.  Bill 
Shartin  of  Warner’s  sent  out  a special 
novelty  ad  for  Sears  while  McGinley  of 
Universal  is  using  various  gag  ideas  to  put 
his  drive  over. 

Jim  Root,  new  assistant  to  Joe  Cooper, 
manager  of  the  Northwest  Film  Club,  an- 
nounces that  he  will  be  a proud  pop  in  a 
very  few  months.  Word  from  east  of  the 
mountains  also  tells  that  Buck  Seale  of 
the  Orpheum  in  Spokane  will  be  passing 
out  cigars  some  time  in  February,  and  also 
George  Mitchell  of  the  National  Screen 
Service  will  be  doing  the  same  thing  about 
the  same  time  ...  By  the  time  you  read 
this,  Ruby  McMillan  of  the  Columbia  of- 


fice will  be  Mrs.  Lawrence  Munnell.  Ruby 
is  the  daughter  of  A.  H.  McMillan,  former 
office  manager  for  various  film  companies. 
Congrats  Ruby  and  may  you  be  together 
many  years. 

What  is  this?  Front  page  of  local  daily 
tells  that  Julie  Bernhardt  along  with  two 
other  film  beauties,  has  decided  to  serve 
as  co-ma7iager  of  Collin  Blair,  actor.  The 
gals  will  try  to  make  him  into  a star.  If 
they  succeed  they’ll  share  half  his  income. 
Julie  was  Miss  Seattle  in  1937,  and  was  a 
former  cashier  at  the  Palomar  and  Metro- 
politan theatres. 

Gordon  Morris  who  recently  resigned  as 
the  B.  F.  Shearer  representative  in  Mon- 
tana, has  become  purchasing  agent  for 
Mrs.  Wilma  Simons’  circuit  of  18  houses 
and  also  manager  of  one  of  her  ranch 
properties  . . . Tubby  Griffen  and  his  wife. 
Avis,  have  decided  to  stay  in  town  an  ex- 
tra week.  The  couple  were  scheduled  to  go 
back  to  Dillingham,  Alaska,  this  week  but 
when  they  heard  of  the  farewell  party  to 
be  given  at  the  Film  Club  for  Dwight 
Spracher  and  Lillian,  they  just  had  to  stay. 
Dwight  has  been  transferred  from  this  of- 
fice of  Paramount  to  the  San  Francisco 
branch. 

The  Liberty  Theatre  took  it  on  the  chin 
from  the  flu.  Laid  up  are  Cliff  Challew,  the 
manager;  John  von  Herberg  jr.,  George 
Labissoniere , Florence  Bean,  and  Emma 


Webber.  Ernestine  Stiles,  the  cashier,  re- 
turned to  work  as  the  others  left  . . . Wil- 
lard Coughlan,  wife  and  daughter,  Bever- 
ly, have  returned  to  Portland  after  a short 
visit  with  relatives  in  Seattle.  Willard  is 
manager  of  the  Hollywood  in  Portland  for 
Evergreen  theatres  . . . Alex  "Doc”  Singe- 
low  is  being  welcomed  back  to  Filmrow  by 
his  many  friends.  Doc  has  been  transferred 
from  the  Denver  office  of  United  Artists 
to  the  Portland  branch  and  is  waiting  here 
for  the  arrival  of  Pete  Higgins,  branch 
manager  of  Seattle,  at  present  laid  up  with 
flu. 

Andy  Smith  jr.  and  Herb  McIntyre  of 
the  RKO  division  headquarters  back  to 
California  after  a visit  with  Eddie  Lamb, 
local  branch  manager  . . . Dorothy  Col- 
son of  the  contract  department  at  Uni- 
versal has  returned  from  Ohio  where  she 
was  called  by  the  death  of  her  father  . . . 
Miriam  Dickey,  secretary  and  assistant  to 
Captain  Lathrop  of  the  Lathrop  circuit  of 
theatres  in  Alaska,  in  town  from  the  north. 

News  from  the  Row  this  week  looked  like 
a hospital  report.  Andy  Nash,  division  head 
of  RCA,  in  the  Columbus  Hospital  badly 
injured  in  an  auto  wreck.  Andy  has  a leg 
fractured  and  will  be  in  for  15  weeks.  Drop 
in  boys  . . . Kathryn  Brobeck  is  in  the 
Swedish  Hospital  doing  nicely  after  a 
major  operation;  Ned  Edris  and  Bill  Con- 
ner of  the  theatres  in  Tacoma  both  on  the 
flu  list;  Pete  Higgins,  manager  of  the  UA 
office,  in  vnth  the  flu;  Maxine  Geisel  of 
the  Altec  office  back  to  her  desk  after  the 
spell  and  Joe  Stephenson,  auditor  for  Jen- 
sen-von Herberg  theatres,  back  to  his  of- 
fice after  a battle  with  flu. 

Jim  Root,  formerly  of  Los  Angeles  and 
Hollywood  clubs,  has  been  appointed  in 
charge  of  the  cocktail  lounge  in  the  North- 
west Film  Club  and  is  now  making  many 
friends  . . . A1  Finke,  Oregon  division  head 
for  Evergreen  theatres,  and  Roy  Brown, 
booker  for  that  territory,  back  to  Portland 
after  attending  a conference  held  in  the 
company’s  northwest  division  headquar- 
ters in  the  Skinner  Bldg.  . . . Ben  Fish, 
western  district  manager  for  United  Art- 
ists, arriving  in  town  just  when  George 
Hickey,  western  district  head  for  Metro, 
moves  out  of  town. 

Harry  Kirkpatrick,  head  operator  for  the 
Twin  City  theatres,  in  town  for  a day  and 
renewing  acquaintances  . . . Al  Baker,  city 
manager  for  Evergreen  in  Spokane,  doing 
his  chores  with  the  booking  book  . . . Sid 
Turner  of  the  Fred  Mercy  auditing  de- 
partment doing  his  Xmas  shopping  here. 
He  and  Fred  sr.  then  left  for  their  homes 
in  Yakima  . . . Bill  Evans  (not  of  Spokane) 
but  of  the  Hubenart  theatres  of  Centralia, 
busy  on  the  Row  booking  and  stopping  for 
a brief  period  to  say  hello! 

Harry  and  Mrs.  Bender  hosting  16  guests 
at  a dinner  honoring  Arden  Kirkpatrick 
and  his  bride  who  was  Dee  Bowlin  . . . 
Rippe’s  cafe,  nationally  famous,  is  about  to 
be  reopened  and  under  the  ownership  of  a 
very  popular  showman  . . . Fred  Ford,  pub- 
licity man  for  RKO  exchange,  this  week 
greeted  his  wife  who  came  in  from  Mem- 
phis . . . J.  T.  Sheffield  driving  back  from 
Portland  and  reporting  a good  trip  . . . 
Mike  Newman,  publicity  director  from  the 
Columbia  studios,  in  for  the  “Arizona” 
campaign. 


Scripts  "Improper  Relations" 

Hollywood — Samuel  Hoffenstein  is 
scripting  “Improper  Relations”  at  20th- 
Fox  from  an  original  story  by  Victor  Heer- 
man  and  Sarah  Y.  Mason. 


GREETINGS  MY  FRIENDS  . . . 

"And  May  This  Be  the  Lousiest  Year  in  History 
For  Everything  Detrimental  to  You" 

IN  THE  SHOW  BUSINESS 

POPCORN  SMITH 

Seattle,  Washington 

Representing  MANLEY,  INC. 

Formerly  Burch  Manufacturing  Co. 
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Reel  on  Republic  Steel  Clash 
Was  ''Withheld'^  by  Censors 


((  ' — 

M,  U.  Talent  Heads 
Fox  Stage  Show 

St.  Louis — Student  talent  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Missouri,  headed  by  Count 
Solomon's  campus  band,  is  being  fea- 
tured in  the  pre-Christmas  stage  show 
which  opened  at  Fanchon  & Marco's  Fox 
here  December  20  for  a five-day  run. 
The  show  provides  a 13-act,  50-minute 
jamboree. 

VS—  ■ -—JJ 


Ainsworth  Appoints 
ITPA  Committees 


Milwaukee  — Committee  appointments 
for  the  new  year  have  been  made  by  Wil- 
liam L.  Ainsworth,  Pond  du  Lac,  president 
of  the  ITPA  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper 
Michigan  and  announced  by  Business  Man- 
ager Harry  Perlewitz  as  follows: 

Legislative,  Charles  Trampe,  Milwaukee; 
F.  J.  McWilliams,  Portage;  Henry  Ring- 
ling,  Baraboo;  John  Adler,  Marshfield,  and 
Milt  Ellis,  Beloit:  convention,  Trampe,  Bert 
Nathan  and  Oliver  Schmidt,  all  of  Mil- 
waukee: finance,  A.  C.  Gutenberg  and  Oli- 
ver Trampe,  Milwaukee,  and  A.  C.  Berk- 
holtz.  West  Bend;  membership,  Mark  Mor- 
gan, Cedarburg;  Mrs.  Frank  Eckhardt, 
Wisconsin  Rapids,  and  George  Langhein- 
rich,  Milwaukee.  In  each  instance,  the 
first  person  named  is  the  chairman  of  the 
respective  committees. 

Louis  Orlove,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  was 
named  publicity  man  for  the  association. 

Under  a new  dues  arrangement  agreed 
upon,  the  state  members  in  the  future  will 
be  billed  monthly  and  the  city  on  a weeklj 
basis.  However,  state  exhibitors  can  still 
pay  on  a quarterly  basis,  if  they  so  desire, 
Perlewitz  stated. 


Milwaukee  Barkers  Elect 
L,  F,  Gran  Their  Chiei 

Milwaukee— ^L.  F.  Gran,  Standard  Thea- 
tres, has  been  elected  chief  barker  of  the 
Variety  Club  here  succeeding  Oscar  Olson, 
who  was  presented  with  a gold  watch  in 
appreciation  for  his  services.  Other  of- 
ficers named  are  as  follows: 

H.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Pox  Wisconsin  Amuse- 
ment Corp.,  first  assistant  chief  barker; 
Alfred  D.  Kvool,  Wamer-Saxe  Theatres, 
second  assistant  chief  barker;  Ben.iamin  J. 
Miller,  re-elected  secretary;  Arthur  N. 
Schmitz,  RKO,  treasurer  and  Fitzgerald, 
Gran,  Kvool,  Harold  J.  Mirisch,  George 
Fischer,  Roy  Pierce,  Harry  McDonald,  Ed- 
ward Alperson  and  Oscar  J.  Ruby,  mem- 
bers of  the  board. 

Holdover  board  members  are  Olson,  Sam 
Shurman,  E.  J.  Weisfeldt  and  Charles 
Trampe. 


Eight  Equip 

St.  Louis — Recent  installations  of  new 
booth  equipment  have  been  made  at  the 
Liberty  in  Sedalia,  Mo.;  the  Uptown  at 
Mt.  Carmel,  111.;  Gem,  I.  W.  Rodgers  cir- 
cuit, Cairo,  111.;  Havana  and  Lawford 
theatres,  Havana,  111.;  Fairy,  St.  Louis; 
Paramotmt  exchange,  St.  Louis,  and  Orris 
Theatre,  St.  Genevieve,  Mo.  The  L.  T. 
Rockenstein  Co.  made  the  installations. 


Chicago — ^In  the  third  of  a series  of  pub- 
lic hearings  being  held  on  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  present  film  censorship 
ordinance,  newsreel  censorship  was  the 
major  subject  of  discussion.  The  hearings, 
taking  place  in  the  City  Hall,  are  being 
presided  over  by  Alderman  H.  L.  Brody, 
chairman  of  the  Chicago  City  Council  com- 
mittee on  judiciary  and  state  legislation. 

At  the  third  public  session,  held  Mon- 
day, Irving  Meyers,  appearing  as  spokes- 
man for  the  CIO  provisional  council, 
charged  that  Chicago’s  censorship  board 
had  refused  a permit  to  a newsreel  picture 
of  the  clash  between  police  and  strikers 
at  the  Republic  Steel  mills  on  Memorial 
Day,  1937. 

Meyers  charged:  “The  Paramount  Film 
company  made  a newsreel  of  the  Me- 
morial Day  happening  which  was  verified 


Springiield  Exhibitors 
Have  Many  Headaches 

Springfield,  III. — Local  exhibitors  are 
having  their  ups  and  downs  these  days. 

Following  a slow  summer,  made  so  by 
the  introduction  of  daylight  saving,  pros- 
pects brightened  when  the  local  citizenry 
in  the  November  election  voted  against 
“fast”  time  for  next  summer. 

But  that  same  election  indicated  a 
change  from  Democratic  to  a Republican 
state  administration,  and  so  thousands  of 
concerned  employes,  most  of  them  poten- 
tial theatregoers,  are  sitting  tight  and 
spending  less  on  amusements.  Likewise, 
with  the  close  of  an  administration,  many 
restrictions  have  been  relaxed,  and  gambl- 
ing and  other  games  are  flourishing,  thus 
taking  business  away  from  theatres. 

Add  to  these  headaches,  the  usual  pre- 
Christmas  slump  and  the  application  of  an 
old  curfew  law  to  help  curb  juvenile  van- 
dalism, keeping  children  under  14  off  the 
streets  after  9:30  p.  m.  unless  accompanied 
by  parents,  and  likewise  keeping  many  of 
them  away  from  the  theatres. 

Two  Merchants  Sponsor 
Kid  Party  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Robert  H.  Busch,  manager  of 
the  Jefferey,  lined  up  to  merchants,  con- 
tacted by  E.  J.  Friedwald,  assistant  man- 
ager, to  put  up  $25.00  apiece  and  sponsor 
a Christmas  Kiddie  Party. 

A Santa  Claus,  hooked  up  by  means  of 
a two-way  address  system,  spoke  to  chil- 
dren in  the  lobby,  ten  days  in  advance  of 
the  party,  telling  them  all  about  it. 


Warnerites  Contribute 

Chicago — Contributions  to  the  British 
Ambulance  F\ind,  as  made  by  the  Warner 
houses  in  the  Chicago  zone  and  reported 
in  Charles  H.  Ryan’s  Exploitation  Bulle- 
tin now  total  $58.35.  Seven  houses  have 
contributed.  Individual  contributions  have 
been  made  by  Charles  H.  Ryan,  H.  A. 
Turrell,  H.  W.  Wheeler,  L.  S.  Stein. 


Assign  Ray  McCarey 

Hollywood — Ray  McCarey  will  direct 
“The  Cowboy  and  the  Blonde”  for  Fox. 


and  shown  elsewhere  but  not  in  Chicago. 
We  are  opposed  to  censorship  in  general, 
and  in  particular  to  censorship  by  the  po- 
lice board  and  by  any  board  with  police 
representation . ” 

In  rebuttal,  Lieut.  Harry  Costello,  head 
of  the  censor  board,  declared  the  afore- 
mentioned newsreel  was  not  submitted  for 
a permit  but  was  “held  up  by  the  Para- 
mount people  themselves.” 

Apparently  referring  to  the  CIO,  Cos- 
tello said:  “They  are  making  a statement 
that  we  have  a police  censor  board.  There 
is  no  connection  between  the  board  and  the 
police  department  except  that  the  board 
is  working  under  the  direction  of  the  police 
commissioner.  I’m  the  only  police  officer 
and  I don’t  vote  on  pictures.” 

The  fight  to  amend  the  present  ordin- 
ance is  led  by  Ira  M.  Latimer,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Chicago  Civil  Liberties 
Committee.  The  actual  amendment  was 
introduced  in  the  city  council  by  Alderman 
Earl  B.  Dickerson. 

In  the  proposed  amendment  all  films  to 
be  shown  to  people  over  21 — with  the  ex- 
ception, of  course,  of  those  showing  ob- 
scene scenes,  vulgarity,  immorality  and 
similar  objectionable  fare — would  not  be 
subject  to  censorship.  Films  for  boys  and 
girls  under  21  would  be  either  passed  or 
censored  by  a five-man  board  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  mayor.  The  board,  to  be 
appointed  for  a four-year  period,  would  be 
selected  for  special  qualifications  based  on 
training  and  experience  in  psychology, 
education  and  such  other  fields  as  would 
competently  enable  them  to  do  their  duty. 

Civil  Service  Employes  on  Board 

The  present  censorship  board  consists  of 
civil  service  employes.  Their  names,  to- 
gether with  the  number  of  years  they  have 
served  on  the  board:  Anna  M.  Gastello,  22 
years:  Edith  E.  Kerr,  25;  Amy  Louise 
Adams,  21;  William  A.  Foust,  20,  and  Cora 
C.  Doolittle,  12. 

Another  speaker  at  the  last  public  hear- 
ing was  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Merriam.  She 
urged  that  in  regulating  the  exhibition  of 
films,  more  emphasis  be  placed  on  the 
viewpoint  of  the  child,  and  that  the  pro- 
posed new  board  of  review  include  a 
mother,  a teacher  and  a child  specialist. 
She  quoted  a League  of  Nations  report  to 
the  effect  that  virtually  nowhere  in  the 
United  States  are  films  regulated  for  chil- 
dren. 

Mrs.  Merriam  said:  “I  would  like  to  see 
a different  angle.  Will  Hays  says  that 
most  films  are  made  for  adult  interest;  in 
that  case  parents  are  very  remiss  to  Jet 
their  children  go  to  most  pictures.  Why 
is  not  the  same  care  taken  with  children’s 
films  as  with  books  in  the  library?  Nearly 
every  other  country  regulates  children’s 
films  except  the  United  States.” 

Alderman  Dickerson  asked  Mrs.  Merriam 
if  she  thought  it  would  be  alright  for  such 
a board  to  be  appointed  by  the  mayor.  She 
replied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  next  public  hearing  on  the  proposed 
amendment  will  be  held  January  13.  At 
that  time  local  motion  picture  people,  in- 
cluding Jack  Kirsch,  president  of  Allied 
Theatres  of  Illinois:  Clyde  Eckhardt,  head 
of  the  20th  Century-Fox  exchange  here, 
and  other  film  executives  are  expected  to 
state  their  views  and  tell  how  the  present 
system  of  censorship  operates.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  Legion  are  also 
expected  to  state  their  views. 
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I PRODUCERS  f 

I RELEASING  CORP.  I 
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I ABE  FISCHER,  Mgr.  f 

S f. 
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i HERMAN  MARKS  | 

I RUTH  ROSENBLAT  I 
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NEW  OFFICES 

Al  Dezel  Roadshows 

1325  S.  Wabash  — (2nd  floor) 
Web.  7656 


B 0 W IIL 11 M Cl 


Chicago — By  whipping  20th  Century- 
Fox  two  out  of  three  games,  Metro  went 
into  a first  place  tie  with  the  Fox  five  in 
the  Chicago  Filmrow  Bowling  League.  Five 
leading  bowlers  to  date  are:  Abe  Fisher, 
20th  Century-Fox,  179;  John  Knaffle, 
United  Artists,  175;  Mel  Ogren,  Universal, 
172;  Max  Dreifuss,  Republic,  171,  and  Fred 
Hanzelin,  Metro,  171.  The  standings: 

Team — Won  Lost 

2()th  Century-Fox  21  15 

Metro  21  15 

Paramount  . . 20  10 

I'nited  Artists  20  10 

KepiiOlic  10  20 

I niversiil  15  21 

Film  Chauffeurs  15  21 


CHICAGO 


Chicago — At  the  end  of  the  14th  week 
in  the  Warner  Bros.  Bowling  League,  the 
Yannigans  and  Grove  teams  were  tied  for 
first  place  each  having  won  27  and  lost 
15.  The  team  that  is  in  first  place  on 
January  20  will  be  sent  to  St.  Paul  as 
Warner  Bros,  representatives  in  the  A.  B. 
C.  tournament.  The  Yannigan  five  is  com- 
posed of  Harry  Turrell,  S.  Schneider,  R. 
Blanchard,  Wm.  Blitgen  and  Charlie  Ryan. 
The  Grove  quintet  consists  of  John  Ma- 
loney, Frank  Reiger,  H.  Salkin,  John  Falco 
and  Chas.  Funk.  A raffle  was  held  re- 
cently to  raise  money  to  send  the  winning 
team  to  St.  Paul.  One  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  dollars  and  70  cents  was  raised  by 
the  sale  of  tickets  with  $20  deducted  from 
that  amount  as  the  raffle  prize.  Lucky 
ticket  holder  was  Edward  Hickey,  engi- 
neer, Beverly  Theatre.  The  standings: 


Team — 

AVon 

Lost 

Yannigiaiis 

.....  27 

15 

Grove  

15 

25 

17 

Stratford 

24 

18 

Avalon  Cubs 

34 

18 

Haminoiid 

24 

18 

Capitol 

30 

Beverl.v 

. 31 

31 

1,000  Pounders 

21 

21 

Og:den  

19 

33 

Cosmo  

17 

35 

15 

27 

Jeffery  

. . 15 

37 

Five  Stars 

13 

39 
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"RASPUTIN" 

"CAPTAIN  MOONLIGHT" 
"ARE  WE  CIVILIZED" 

MIDWEST  FILM 
EXCHANGE,  Inc. 


1325  S.  Wabash  CALumet  3592 
Arthur  S.  Benjamin 
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VARIETY  PICTURES 

3rd  Floor  — Exhibitors'  Bldg. 
1325  So.  Wabash 
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AL  and  SAM  SPECTOR  | 

SPECTOR'S  I 

RESTAURANT  I 

% 

1259  S.  Wabash 


S — And  the  same  to  you 
I BURT  OFSTIE  | 

I NEW  MIDWEST  TRAILERS  | 

(Everything  for  Your  Screen) 

^ 831  S.  Wabash  Ave.  Chicago,  111.  ^ 
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The  SENSATION  of  1941 

S-T-A-R-O 

Electric-Eye 

TARGET 


SCREEN  GAME 


An  Origination  by  ^ 

SCREEN  GAME  ATTRACTIONS  I 

Incorporated  ^ 

CHICAGO  ^ 


I 

I 

i 
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BOB  SNYDER 

1325  So.  Wabash  Ave.  Chicago,  111. 

WISH  TO  SINCFRFLY  THANK  i 
ALL  MY  "FRIFNDS"  IN  THF 
MIDWFST  FOR  THFIR 
FRIFNDSHIP,  CO-OPFRATION 
SKULLDUGGFRY  IN  1940 
Fspecially  to 
NICK  (DICK  SACHSEL) 
PROTOPOPOLOUSE 
Greek  Plenipotentiary  to 
NOTHING 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF  THE  SEASON  | 

Manny  Goodman  — Dave  Katz  W 

Dorothy  Yormark  ip 

HOLLYWOOD  ADVERTISING  CO.  | 

Flags  - Valances  - Banners  ^ 

1243  So.  Wabash  Chicago  % 


3 
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GREETINGS  | 

For  a Joyous  p 

CHRISTMAS  SEASON  I 

and  a « 

NEW  YEAR  TO  COME  I 

BOB  HARTMAN  I 

1941  MEMO  I 

Don't  Neglect  Your  Box-Office — ^ 
Remember  These  "Biz"  Stimu- 
lators. 

RADIO-BIKE 

(Purveyors  Beware — 

This  bike  is  patented).  £ 
Now  working  the  following  circuits:  p 
Comerford  Circuit,  Pa.;  B&K,  Chicago; 
Interstate  Circuit,  Tex.;  Golden  State,  ^ 
San  Francisco;  WB,  Chicago.  yi' 

HOLLYWOOD  POLICE  CAR  f 
ROLL  KINGS  i 

New  Styled  Roller  Skates. 

INTERNATIONALi 

enterprises! 

Wabash  Ave.  Chicago,  111.  p 


Wishing  You  and  Yours 
A Merry 
Christmas 
And  a Great  Big 

1941 


A-B-C  PRINTERS,  Inc. 

Chicago 

PHYL  SMETANA 
JOHNNY  SMETANA 


FILM  TRUCK  SERVICE 

2017  SOUTH  WABASH 
Phone:  CAL.  6510 

G.  W.  KOERNER 


f 
* 


li 

SEASON'S  GREETINGS  EROM 
The  ALLIED  THEATRE  OWNERS 


OF  ILLINOIS  . . 


i 

i 

i 

¥■ 


Jlerrp  CfjnStmaS  anbi  l^appp  J^eto  |?ear 

from 


'= 


Magic  Voice  of  the  Screen 


RCA  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  Inc. 


A.  E.  KLEIN,  Chicago 


WM.  H.  TRUNICK,  St.  Louis 


G.  R.  BECK,  Service  Mgr. 

Service  Engineers — Charles  Burns,  M.  F.  Fritz,  Joe 
Hovorka,  R.  H.  Hecht,  D.  W.  McMillin,  Charles 
Herbst  jr.,  F.  L.  Brown,  Russ  O'Toole. 


I 20tl)  Centur|>=Jfox 


Wishing  You  | 

A MERRY  XMAS  I 

f 

A HAPPY  1941  I 


A 


Wishes  Everyone 
MERRY  CHRISTMAS  and 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


Clyde  Eckhardt,  Branch  Manager 

Salesmen  Bookers 

Ernest  Grohe  , r.  . . 

Harold  Goodamote  Mck  Eckhardt 

Howard  DeTambl 

Milton  Simon 

Arthur  Van  Dyke  Bill  Hallwachs 
Arnold  Monnette,  Head  Booker 
John  Horky,  Sales  Manager 
CHICAGO 


GREETINGS  . . . 

from 

Your  Filmrow  Insurance  Man 

SEYMOUR  GOLDEN 

505-29  So.  LaSalle  St. 

Phone  FRAnklin  0400 


-S 


i 


HOLIDAY 


GREETINGS 

From 


m 


EDW.  WOLK 

1018  S.  Wabash  Ave. 
Chicago 


Season's  Greetings  from  -g. 

STANLEY  LEVINE  I 

% 

Stanley  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

« 1235  So.  Wabash  CAL.  5066  | 

i Chicago,  111. 
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RKO  RADIO  PICTURES 


WALTER  BRANSON 
SAM  GORELICK 
RAY  O'BRIEN 
NICK  HUMM 
SEYMOUR  BORDE 
BOB  HICKEY 


JACK  OSSERMAN 
JOHN  CLARKE 
HARRY  WALDERS 
MIKE  KASSELL 
JOE  COZZI 
HARRY  COOK 


I GREETINGS  I 

I CHRISTMAS  and  the  NEW  YEAR  I 


REPUBLIC  REPmiC  PICTURES 


g Chicago  — Milwaukee  — Indianapolis 
I IRVING  W.  MANDEL  HARRY  LORCH 

I BILL  MARRIOTT  JACK  TRACKMAN 
% and  staffs 


S 


A Merry  Christmas  from 

NATIONAL  SCREEN  SERVICE 
NATIONAL  SCREEN  ACCESSORIES 
ADVERTISING  ACCESSORIES.  INC. 

HARRIS  SILVERBERG,  Manager 


Percy  Barr 
Roy  Alexander 
Arthur  Phillips 
Duke  Hickey 


H.  T.  Liebtag 


Clarence  Fuglsang 
John  S.  Mednikow 
Herman  Booth 
Frank  Fischer 


Henry  Porter 


Accessories  Dept. 


Jack  Blum 


CHICAGO 


S 


GREETINGS  AND 
COMPLIMENTS  OF  THE  SEASON 


Paramount  Pictures,  Inc. 


ALLEN  USHER 
HARRY  HAMBURG 
HAROLD  WIRTHWEIN 
HERMAN  BUSCH 
HERB.  COHEN 


JIM  DONOHUE 
LOU  GOLDBERG 
BILL  HAMM 
BEN  ELROD 
LOUIS  AURELIO 


& 


GREETINGS 

FROM 

The  Friendly  Company 


J.  E.  FLYNN 

W.  E.  (DOC)  BANFORD 

HENRY  KAHN 

JOHNNY  KEPTEN 

g JULIAN  KING 

HOWARD  BECK 

MAX  SCHWARTZ 

BILL  BISHOP 

GENE  RICH 

^sjrs?jar«?sra?sir«?Sir«*Wsj«?*e?*'«?sr«?«-e5?sa^ 


A VERY  MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
A VERY  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


NATIONAL 

THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 


R.  W.  DASSOW,  Manager 


M.  A.  SALKIN 
O.  C.  WELLS 
M.  L.  MORRISON 
F.  KEILHACK 


C.  E.  HATT 
B.  A.  BENSON 
S.  BOCEK 
GEO.  LIBERA 


R.  HARPSTER 


ROSS  HERMAN 
HARRY  MANDELL 
BOB  ALLEN 
JOHN  SOKELY 
SI  LAX 


CHICAGO 

RUD  LOHRENZ 
SID  ROSE 

JACK  SHUMOW 
GEORGE  WEINBERG 
HARRY  GOLDMAN 
ART  PATZLAFF 

MONROE  RUBINGER 
— Bookers  — 

STAN  JOHNSON— BOB  STIMSON— GEORGE  BENSON 
FRED  PERKINS 

THE  CHICAGO  GANG 

VITAGRAPH,  INC. 

Distributors 

Warner  Brothers  - First  National 
Vitaphone  Pictures 


f 

GREETINGS  f 

i 

TO  OUR  EXHIBITOR  FRIENDS  I 


SUPERIOR  PICTURES,  INC. 


MILWAUKEE 
717  West  Wells 
Bill  Stern,  Mgr.  § 

% 

INDIANAPOLIS  | 

406  North  Illinois  ^ 

Charlie  Tyler,  Mgr. 


CHICAGO 

1325  South  Wabash  Ave. 
fim  Jovaney,  Charlie  Miller 
Bill  Drake 

ST.  LOUIS 
3224  Olive  Street 
Geo.  Tail,  Mgr. 


f 

SEASON'S  GREETINGS  i 


From  — 


HENRI  ELMAN 
CHAS.  R.  LINDAU 
MORRIS  HELLMAN 
JACK  FRIEDMAN 
JACK  BARRY 
RUBE  LEVENTHAL 


HARRY  GOLDBERG 
BRUCE  GODSHAW 
JOHN  IMMERMAN 
ALICE  DUBIN 
MARGE  BROWN 
BIRDIE  NEWMAN 


SYLVIA  SUGAR 


Capitol -Monogram  Pictures 


CHICAGO 


CHICAGO 

I ¥ 

I WISHING  YOU  THE  SEASON'S  BEST  f 

I 

■St. 


the  Gang  at 

UNIVERSAL 


MANIE 

GOTTLIEB 

1 

BILL  WEINSHENKER 

BOB  FUNK 

f 

TED  MYERS 

WALTER  HYLAND 

f 

AL  KENT 

LOU  BERMAN 

f 

MAX  BRODSKY 
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A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 

and  I 

A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  | 

I 

IRniteb  Artists  Corp.  | 

’St. 


IRVING  SCHLANK 
BILL  BAKER 
FRANK  YOUNG 
OSCAR  BERNSTEIN 


JACK  GOLDHAR 
NAT  NATHANSON 
BENNIE  EISENBERG 
HARRY  JAMES 


JACK  ARMGARDT 
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A Great  Big  Christmas 
And  a Bigger 1941 


I 

I 


I WHITEWAY 

I Electric  Sign  6c  Maintenance  Co. 

I TOM  FLANNERY.  President 


CHICAGO 
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.§  Make  1941  a Prosperous  Year  § 
with  Unusual  Foreign  Films  5 

I 

A.  TEITEL  I 

831  South  Wabash — Chicago 

§ 

Phone:  WEBster  7237  | 
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HOLIDAY 

GREETINGS 


An  Invitation  to 


LUNCHEON  I 
A1  Simon  | 

1325  South  Wabash  Avenue  1 
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Central  Editor,  Chicago 
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AD-ART  DISPLAY  | 

I STUDIOS  I 
I I 

I BEA  and  HARRY  BLUMENTHAL  f 


WORLD 

PHEMtERe- 


Ready  for  the  "All  Aboard" — 

New  Yorkers  and  Chicagoans  get  together  at  the  Dearborn  St.  station  in 
Chicago  prior  to  departing  for  Warner’s  preview  in  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  of  “Santa 
Fe  Trail.”  Left  to  right:  Doris  Arden  (Eleanor  Keene) , Chicago  Daily  Times 
critic;  Mary  Mason,  NBC,  New  York;  Mort  Blumenstock,  in  charge  of  adver- 
tising and  publicity  for  Warner  in  the  east;  Bob  Reel  (Lucia  Perrigo),  critic 
and  feature  writer  of  the  Chicago  Herald-American,  and  Nate  Gross,  con- 
ductor of  the  “Town  Tattler”  column  in  the  Herald-American. 


C IHII  111  C A G €> 


JOHN  BALABAN,  Walter  Immerman  and 
* Henri  Elman  took  same  train  to  New 
York  . . . Laurel  & Hardy  and  their  stage 
company  took  the  Pacific  Limited  to  Hol- 
lywood last  Friday.  The  comedians  were 
en  route  from  Buffalo  where  they  wound 
up  their  personal  appearance  tour. 

Helen  Kent  of  the  Modern  Theatre 
staff  has  returned  from  her  vacation  at 
P.  G.  B.  Morriss’  new  Rancho  Grande  in 
Nogales,  Ariz.  Miss  Kent  reports  that 
Rancho  Grande  is  rapidly  becoming  an- 
other Palm  Springs  in  its  appeal  to  film 
folk  . . . Hank  Porter  of  National  Screen 
Service  has  been  appointed  a member  of 
the  Grant  Park  Recreation  Association. 
Hank  represents  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try in  the  above  association. 

Hal  Tate,  central  editor  of  Boxoffice, 
leaves  for  Baltimore  and  New  York,  Tues- 
day, to  spend  the  Xmas  holidays  in  those 
two  cities.  The  reason  for  the  eastern  trip 
is  a Baltimore  radio  and  fiction  writer, 
Nikki  Kaye  . . . Stevens  Hotel  became  the 
“movie  hotel”  Friday,  December  13.  B&K 
had  their  big  employes’  club  party  that 
night.  More  than  1,200  attended — a larger 
crowd  than  last  year.  The  same  night  the 
Amusement  Club  of  Chicago  ran  an  affair 
in  their  Stevens  Hotel  headquarters. 

Marjorie  Weaver  arrived  in  town  last 
Tuesday.  She  stayed  over  one  day  with 
her  friends,  the  Joseph  Briggs’  family  in 
suburban  Highland  Park.  She  planned  on 
flying  last  Wednesday  to  her  home-town, 
Louisville,  where  she  will  spend  the  holi- 
days with  her  family. 

A1  Dezel  reports  considerable  bookings 
on  his  “Secrets  of  a Model”  and  “Marriage 
Forbidden”  . . . Linda  Darnell  going  west 
on  Santa  Fe  Chief  last  Tuesday  . . . Ben 
Bernie  en  route  to  Hollywood  last  Thurs- 
day. Bernie  will  be  west  for  a long  engage- 
ment. 

“Nicest  guest  star  I ever  had  on”  was 
Hal  Tate’s  comment  regarding  Kitty  Car- 
lisle. Miss  Carlisle,  who  just  finished  suc- 
cessful week’s  engagement  at  the  Chicago 


Theatre,  was  featured  on  Boxoffice’s  radio 
program  last  Sunday.  Did  an  original  dra- 
matic bit  conceived  by  Hal  and  authored 
by  Alan  M.  Sergal. 

Tom  Flannery  reports  that  he  has  in- 
stalled new  vertical  sign  for  the  B&K  flag- 
ship, the  Chicago  Theatre.  Also  new  signs 
for  Dick  Beck’s  new  newsreel  theatre,  “To- 
day;” Lester  Retchin’s  Oakley  Theatre, 
and  the  Landis  and  Banovitz  Ken  Thea- 
tre. Tom  says  he’s  also  building  terrific 
sign  consisting  of  3,000  lights  for  theatre 
bar  adjacent  to  Woods  Theatre  which  is 
expected  to  be  popular  rendezvous  for 
show  folks. 

((  ' 

: QUICKIES 

--- j 

By  HAL  TATE 

Opening  an  11-day  engagement  at  the 
Chicago  Stadium  this  Thursday  is  Sonja 
Henie  and  her  1941  Hollywood  Ice  Revue. 
With  admission  prices  ranging  from  $1.25 
to  $3.30  wouldn’t  you  say  that  they  were 
on  a pretty  steep  sliding  scale? 


Ruth  Gordon  is  in  Chicago  in  “Here  To- 
day.” And  the  competition  is  undoubted- 
ly muttering:  “Let’s  hope  it’s  also  ‘Gone 
Tomorrow’.” 


Probably  the  happiest  film  star  today  is 
Paul  Muni.  He’s  a bearded  man  again  in 
“Hudson’s  Bay.” 


If  the  new  Paramount  product  is  as 
clever  as  that  seal  trademark  with  the 
slogan,  “Your  Seal  of  Success,”  other  pro- 
ducers better  watch  out  for  some  stiff 
competition. 


Probably  smartest  showman  in  the  coun- 
try is  Mike  Todd.  Despite  his  Broadway 
success  what  does  he  do  in  his  home- 
town, Chicago,  but  open  a theatre-cafe. 
Come  what  may  he  knows  he’ll  get  three 
square  meals  a day. 
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Wisconsin  Theatres 
Spread  Yule  Cheer 


Milwaukee—As  in  past  years,  Wisconsin 
exhibitors  are  again  doing  their  part  to 
help  bring  Christmas  happiness  to  unfortu- 
nate persons  by  staging  special  shows.  The 
Juneau,  National,  Egyptian,  Tower  and 
Oriental  theatres  here  have  already  con- 
ducted shows,  admission  to  which  was  a 
game  or  jig-saw  puzzle.  Toys  collected  at 
the  theatres  were  turned  over  to  the  WPA 
toy  lending  project  here. 

Bert  Fischer  is  donating  the  use  of  his 
Alamo  December  21  for  a benefit  perform- 
ance, admission  to  which  is  some  article  of 
food.  Members  of  the  Motion  Picture  Pro- 
jectionists’ union.  Local  164,  other  labor 
crafts  and  film  distributors  are  donating 
their  services. 

The  Mikadow  at  Manitowoc  is  staging  a 
similar  food  show  December  24  with  pro- 
ceeds going  to  the  Salvation  Army,  while 
Jack  Yeo’s  Plaza  at  Burlington  conducted 
a “canned  goods”  matinee  on  December  21, 
with  the  goods  received  turned  over  to  the 
community  chest.  A similar  show  on  the 
same  date  was  staged  by  William  Koster 
manager  of  the  Brin  at  Menasha,  with  the 
goods  given  to  the  local  Red  Cross  chap- 
ter, as  was  one  staged  by  the  Palace  in 
Antigo. 

In  Beaver  Dam,  Janesville,  Madison  and 
Wausau,  local  theatres  cooperated  with 
merchants  in  “broken  toy”  matinees  with 
the  toys  collected  turned  over  to  agencies 
for  renovation  for  Christmas.  In  Beaver 
Dam,  the  Odeon  participated  in  this  stunt, 
in  Janesville  the  Beverly,  in  Madison  the 
Capitol  and  in  Wausau  the  Grand. 

1,800  Free  Tickets 

Other  theatres  have  cooperated  with 
merchants  in  stunts  to  help  promote  holi- 
day shopping.  In  Green  Bay,  for  example. 
Standard’s  Bay,  Strand  and  Packer  thea- 
tres tied  up  with  the  local  newspaper  in 
presenting  some  1,800  free  ducats  during 
the  six  weeks  before  Christmas  to  persons 
finding  their  names  in  the  daily’s  “Bargain 
Counter”  advertisements  in  the  classified 
section.  Persons  finding  their  names 
clipped  the  advertisement  containing  it 
and  took  it  to  the  merchant  for  their 
ticket. 

In  connection  with  the  opening  of  the 
Christmas  shopping  season  in  Marinette,  a 
coupon  in  the  local  daily  entitled  persons 
to  attend  the  Fox  free  either  Friday  or 
Saturday,  from  10  a.  m.  to  4 p.  m.  Pro- 
gram included  the  flicker  “Frontier  Mar- 
shal,” two  cartoons  and  a Christmas  sub- 
ject, “Peace  on  Earth.” 

To  attract  readers’  attention  to  the  Gift 
Guide  in  the  classified  section  of  the  Ke- 
nosha daily,  a “Chuckle  Ad”  contest  was 
conducted  with  five  pairs  of  theatre  tickets 
awarded  daily  to  the  Kenosha  Theatre. 

Five  Marshfield  merchants  distributed 
tickets  good  for  a special  kiddies’  Christ- 
mas party  at  the  New  Adler  Theatre,  De- 
cember 13  and  14,  while  a south  side  Mil- 
waukee store  gave  away  tickets  admitting 
youngster  to  a similar  party  December  14 
at  the  Modjeska. 

In  Stevens  Point,  the  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce  was  host  to  the  third  annual 
rural  youth  Christmas  theatre  party  at  the 
Fox  on  a Friday  with  continuous  shows 
starting  at  10  a.  m.  and  running  until  3 
p.  m.  Tickets  were  distributed  through  the 
schools  of  Portage  county  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  county  superintendent. 

At  Greendale,  the  Greendale  was  packed 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  night  last 
week  as  the  result  of  free  shows  sponsored 
by  local  merchants.  The  house  has  about 
650  seats  but  some  1,000  persons  tried  to 
get  in  each  night. 


Gilbert  Courshon  Fined 
For  Assaulting  Boy 


Neenah,  Wis. — Gilbert  Courshon,  man- 
ager of  the  Embassy,  was  fined  $25  and 
costs  by  Justice  of  the  Peace  Gaylord  C. 
Loehning  on  a charge  of  assault  and  bat- 
tery. Courshon  was  charged  by  Arthur 
Krause,  19,  with  striking  him  on  the 
mouth,  cutting  his  lips  and  loosening 
three  teeth  on  November  29  at  the  theatre. 
Courshon,  who  said  he  would  file  an  ap- 
peal, testified  to  vandalism  at  the  theatre 
and  abuse  to  patrons  by  boys. 


Decorations  and  Toys  in 
Return  for  Screen  Ads 

Chicago — Providing  two  merchants  with 
screen  ads  for  a week,  enabled  Ted  N. 
Turrell,  manager  of  the  Beverly,  to  have 
his  theatre  decorated  and  to  provide  toys 
for  a Christmas  Kiddie  Party. 

The  screen  ad  arrangement  was  made 
with  a florist  who  reciprocated  complete 
Christmas  decoration  for  the  theatre  and 
front,  and  a merchant,  who  furnished  $25 
worth  of  toys. 


MMIBIIAWAPOILIK 

yiSITORS  to  Filmrow:  Mrs.  Ethel  Luc- 
kett,  Indiana,  Scottsburg;  Walter  F. 
Easley,  Tree,  Greensburg;  Trueman  Rem- 
busch,  Artcraft,  Franklin;  Roy  E.  Har- 
rold.  Princess,  Rushville;  E.  K.  Crouch, 
Palace,  Fairmount;  Robert  Hudson,  Tivoli, 
Richmond;  Joe  Schilling,  Auditorium,  Con- 
nersville;  Art  Clark,  Indiana,  Bloomington; 
Lowell  T.  Moore  and  wife,  Orpheum,  Mit- 
chell; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballard  Long,  Hippo- 
drome, Sheridan;  Mrs.  Nelle  Orr,  Speed- 
way, Speedway  City;  Doug  Haney,  Albion, 
Albion;  Bruce  Kixmiller,  Colonial,  Bick- 
nell;  Ferd  Nessel,  State  Anderson;  Harold 
Neese,  Beverly,  Brazil;  Jack  Van  Bors- 
sum.  Savoy,  Terre  Haute;  Abe  Kaufman, 
Fountain,  Terre  Haute;  J.  B.  Stine,  Gar- 
field, Terre  Haute;  Joe  Finneran,  Elwood, 
Elwood;  Dick  Vlastos,  Fowler,  Fowler;  J. 
M.  Dixon,  Flora,  Flora;  Mannie  Marcus, 
Eastern,  Fort  Wayne;  Harry  Kornblum, 
Rosedale,  Evansville;  J.  B.  Sconce,  Play- 
house, Edinburg;  Max  Page,  State,  Green- 
field; Ralph  Boots,  Riley,  Greenfield;  W. 
L.  Passen,  Amuseu,  Jason  ville;  Merrill 
Moore,  Palace,  Kokomo;  Sam  W.  Neall  and 
wife,  Sipe,  Kokomo;  Harmon  Allison,  Ritz, 
Mooresville;  A.  McCarty,  Roxy,  Pendleton; 
Robert  L.  Harned,  Empire,  Sellersburg;  R. 
G.  Branson,  Strand,  Shelby  ville;  C.  C. 
Wallace,  Boone,  Thorntown. 


Greetings  of  the  Season 


from 


ASSOCIATED  THEATRE 
OWNERS  OF  INDIANA  f 


Inc. 
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INDIANAPOLIS 


SEASON'S  GREETINGS 
From 


COLUMBIA  PICTURES  CORP. 


W.  Guy  Craig,  Mgr. 
Herb  Kaufman 
Curt  Butler 


Abe  Gelman 
Larry  Shubnell 
Abe  Baker 


And  Our  Entire  Organization 


% 


BEST  WISHES  FOR  A 
HAPPY  HOLIDAY  SEASON 

TWENTIETH  CENTURY- FOX 
FILM  CORP. 


Geo.  T.  Landis 

J.  R.  Neger  H.  L.  Hancock 

J.  M.  Ricketts  T.  O.  McCleaster 

K.  L.  Dotterer 


RKO  RADIO  PICTURES 


BEST  OF  SEASON'S  GREETINGS 

from 


Roy  E.  Churchill,  Manager 
Guy  Hancock  Pete  Fortune 

G.  L.  Heinrich  R.  L.  Brentlinger 

Donald  Cox  Horace  Spencer 

Dorothy  Wright 


INDIANAPOLIS 


ff 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF  THE  SEASON 


from 


INDIANA  FILM  TRANSIT 


Si?' 


INDIANAPOLIS,  IND. 

W.  0.  SMITH 
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GREETINGS  OF  THE  SEASON 
From 


1 

t 

J.  H.  Stevens,  Mgr. 

Billy  Esch 

Duff  Newman 

Fritz  Wagoner 

I 

Carl  Kemp 

Tom  Goodman 

I 

John 

Gentile 

1 

I paramount  ^itturciS,  3nt. 


EARL  W.  PENROD 


440  N.  Illinois  St. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 


BEST  OF  SEASON'S  GREETINGS 


INDIANA  BANK  NIGHT 

Distributor 


DAN  PENROD,  Southern  Indiana  Representative 
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INDIANAPOLIS 

A MERRY  CHRISTMAS  % 

and 

A PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR  I 


WARNER  BROS.  PICTURES 
VITAGRAPH,  INC. 

Fred  Greenberg,  Mgr  R.  S.  Shrader 

C.  W.  McKean  Wm.  Wallace 

Jack  Dowd  Gayle  Black 

Hobart  Kaylor 
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A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and  a 

HAPPY  and  PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR 

GER-BAR,  INC. 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Wishing  You  and  Yours 

A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and 

A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

CAPITOL 

MONOGRAM  PICTURES 

Carl  Harthill,  Mgr.  Mildred  Winer,  Booker 

and  Entire  Personnel 


1 
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INDIANAPOLIS 

4 


GREETINGS 

and  COMPLIMENTS  OF  THE  SEASON 

ADVERTISING  ACCESSORIES.  INC. 
NATIONAL  SCREEN  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  SCREEN  ACCESSORIES 

Indianapolis 


I 


I Ted  Liebtag 


! 

§ 

Abe  Madison 


Herman  Booth 


Wilbur  Grant  Had  Hull 


Bill  Sherman  § 
P- 


Xmas  Greetings 


I 


from 


UNIVERSAL 


^ Carl  Mock 
4 


p. 

Jerry  Slutsky 


Milt  Ettinger 


A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


®[niteb  SrtIsftJi  Corp.  | 


INDIANAPOLIS 

Dick  Frank  Harry  Hayes 

Elmer  Donnelly  Milton  Krueger 

Ed  Golden 


I 


I 


M 
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SPRINGFIELD  : 

vs  ■ J 

jyjAX  TSCHAUDER  and  Dominic  Giach- 
etto  of  the  Frisina  home  office  saw 
“Morning  at  Seven”  in  St.  Louis  . . . C.  C. 
Murray,  manager  of  the  Fox-Lincoln,  at- 
tended the  district  meeting  of  Fox  man- 
agers in  St.  Louis. 

Orville  Keirs,  chief -of -service  at  the  Fox- 
Lincoln,  celebrated  his  birthday  by  treat- 
ing fellow  staff  members  to  cake  and  re- 
freshments. 

M.  E.  Berman,  manager  of  the  Orpheum, 
reports  Gene  Krupa  did  good  Sunday  busi- 
ness despite  wet  weather  during  a two-day 
personal  appearance. 

“Tobacco  Road,’’  in  its  third  roadshow 
appearance  in  Springfield  in  as  many 
years,  did  sellout  business  with  many  pa- 
trons standing  in  the  aisles  at  the  Roxy. 

Dave  Jones,  manager  of  the  Senate,  as 
a member  of  the  local  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  is  assisting  in  the  governor’s 
Christmas  Cheer  Fund  drive. 

"Flight  Command"  Ties 
With  Aviation  Day 

Chicago — Tying  in  with  “Pan-American 
Aviation  Day”  last  Tuesday,  December  17, 
M-G-M  here  inserted  clever  advance  copy 
prior  to  the  local  showing  at  the  United 
Artists  Theatre  here  of  “Flight  Command.” 
Ad,  which  ran  in  the  local  papers  showed 
picture  of  Robert  Taylor  dressed  in  avia- 
tion uniform,  giving  military  salute.  In 
large  sized  type  was  the  copy;  “Salue  to 
North,  Central  and  South  America.  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  has  designated  today  as 
Pan-American  Aviation  Day.  The  ties  that 
bind  us  together  in  the  Americas  were 
never  closer.  This  is  a day  of  hemispheric 
patriotism. 

“The  motion  picture  industry  always 
plays  its  part.  As  you  read  these  words 
gallant  pilots  are  winging  their  way 
through  the  air  with  prints  of  ‘Flight 
Command’  Vthe  new  Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer  picture  starring  Robert  Taylor)  to 
Toronto,  to  Washington,  to  Havana,  to 
Mexico  City  and  on  down  through  the 
capitals  of  all  Central  and  South  Ameri- 
can countries.  Banquets  will  be  held  pre- 
ceding the  simultaneous  preview. 

“Watch  for  ‘Flight  Command!’  It  is  un- 
questionably a momentous  achievement  in 
the  drama  of  the  skies.  Remember 
M-G-M’s  ‘Hell  Divers?’  ‘Test  Pilot?’ 

“You’ll  never  forget  ‘Flight  Command.’  ” 

Quiz  Kids  Will  Appear 
In  Paramount  Shorts 

Chicago — Leslie  Rousch,  Paramount  di- 
rector, was  expected  in  Chicago  last  Wed- 
nesday to  watch  the  NBC-Quiz  Kids  pro- 
gram. As  Boxoffice  exclusively  reported 
three  months  ago  when  negotiations  were 
in  process,  Paramoimt  Pictures  has  signed 
a contract  to  produce  a series  of  shorts 
based  on  the  “Quiz  Kids”  show.  Program 
is  something  of  a juvenile  “Information, 
Please”  with  the  youngsters,  who  are  in 
the  main,  child  prodigies,  answering  ques- 
tions that  might  oftentimes  put  the  Fadi- 
manites  to  shame.  First  short  will  be  re- 
leased about  the  first  of  March. 

The  teen-age  brain  trust  who  will  ap- 
pear in  the  first  short  are:  Gerard  Dar- 
row,  Cynthia  Kline  and  Van  Dyke  Tiers. 
The  fourth  youngster,  to  date,  has  not 
been  definitely  set. 


— Don  Rose  Photo 


It’s  a “face’’  for  the  camera  that 
Mischa  Auer  presents  as  he  is  inter- 
viewed by  Hal  Tate  on  Boxoffice’s 
radio  program  over  WAAF,  Chicago. 
Symbolizing  the  mutuality  of  interests 
of  all  in  the  industry,  is  that  copy  of 
Boxoffice  on  the  desk  between  Auer 
and  Tate. 


Chicago — Several  score  Filmrow  execu- 
tives, military  chieftains  and  important 
midwestern  officials  attended  the  Ameri- 
can premiere  of  “The  Mannerheim  Line,” 
Artkino  production,  at  the  Studio  Thea- 
tre last  Tuesday  night.  The  film  opened 
for  simultaneous  American  runs  at  Herb 
Elisburg’s  Studio  here  and  the  Miami  Play- 
house in  New  York. 

Those  indicating  they  would  attend  the 
premiere  included:  Col.  Joseph  P.  Ale- 
shire,  corps  area  inspector  general;  John 
Arena,  publisher.  La  Tribuna;  W.  E.  “Doc” 
Banford,  Metro’s  Chicago  branch  manager; 
Gail  Borden,  managing  editor,  Chicago 
Daily  Times;  Commander  A.  O.  Brown,  U. 
S.  N.  commanding  U.S.  N.  R.  signal  school; 
Claudia  Cassidy,  Chicago  Journal  of  Com- 
merce; Michael  J.  Corrigan,  fire  commis- 
sioner; Isadore  Edelson,  foreign  language 
publishers’  representative;  Charles  Gould, 
Chicago  Her  aid- American;  Henri  Elman, 
Capitol -Monogram  Pictures;  Hal  Tate, 
central  editor,  Boxoffice;  Danny  Gold- 
berg, Variety;  J.  Leonard  Herron,  consul 
of  Portugal;  Barnet  Hodes,  Chicago  corpo- 
ration counsel;  Antonin  Holy,  consul-gen- 
eral, Republic  of  Czecho-Slovakia;  Ray- 
mond Imhault-Huare,  consul-general  for 
France;  Joe  Lawler,  Chicago  Daily  News; 
Col.  E.  A.  Lohman,  air  corps,  air  officer; 
Maj.  C.  A.  McElvain,  commanding  108th 
observation  squadron;  John  Marsh,  consul 
general.  Luxembourg;  R.  Martanovic.  man- 
ager, L’Udovy  DeJinik;  Sigrid  Maseng, 
Royal  Norwegian  consul;  William  Mather, 
bursar.  University  of  Chicago;  Emile  Mon- 
temurro.  Movietone  News;  Rosemary 
Wayne,  WJJD;  P.  M.  Nasucoff,  editor. 
This  Week  in  Chicago;  Commander  R. 


jyjARCEL  BRAZEE  has  been  named  dis- 
trict manager  for  Warner’s  Wiscon- 
sin theatres  succeeding  Jack  Keegan,  who 
has  been  transferred  to  Racine  as  manager 
of  the  circuit’s  houses  there  . . . When 
failure  of  an  underground  feeder  cable 
caused  a blackout  in  the  Murray,  east  side 
nabe,  William  D.  Young,  manager  of  the 
house  rigged  up  a temporary  light  which 
he  attached  to  an  automobile  battery  and 
hung  out  of  the  projectionist’s  booth. 
Power  was  restored  in  about  an  hour. 

Second  Milwaukee  house  to  switch  to 
girl  usherettes  is  Fox’s  Wisconsin.  The  cir- 
cuit’s Palace  was  the  first  to  make  the 
change  . . . The  Ray  Smith  Co.,  theatrical 
supply  firm,  has  moved  from  635  N.  1th  St. 
to  710  W.  State  St. 

A.  C.  Berkholtz  is  planning  extensive 
renovations  to  his  recently  acquired  Gem 
in  Platteville  ...  A new  front  is  being 
planned  for  Standard’s  Strand  in  Green 
Bay  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,000. 

To  make  it  possible  for  children  to  see 
Singer’s  Midgets,  the  Riverside  here  pre- 
sented a special  kiddie  matinee  every  day 
at  4::05  p.  m.  ...  R.  W.  Reed  is  showing 
films  every  Saturday  night  in  Union  Grove. 
The  town  is  without  a regular  theatre. 

Mrs.  Hugh  Flannery  sr.,  80,  mother  of 
Hugh  Flannery,  manager  of  the  Orpheum 
in  Madison,  passed  away  in  Rockford,  111. 
. . . Mrs.  Marie  A.  Hansen,  52,  a reviewer 
and  censor  for  the  Milwaukee  movie  com- 
mission for  the  last  seven  years,  died  last 
week. 

The  Barron  Civic  Club  is  conducting  a 
series  of  free  Saturday  matinees  for  kids 
during  the  winter  months  at  the  Majestic. 


Elect  Shemchak 

Manitowoc,  Wis. — John  Shemchak  has 
been  elected  president  of  projectionists’ 
Local  410.  Other  officers  named  are  Henry 
Peterson,  vice-president;  Clifford  Johnson, 
secretary;  Frank  Swokoske,  business  agent, 
and  Lester  Borst,  Central  Labor  Council 
delegate. 


O’Hagan,  U.  S.  N.;  Irving  B.  Pflaum,  for- 
eign editor,  Chicago  Daily  Times;  M.  L. 
Potin,  general  manager,  Chicago  Daily 
Forward;  K.  Piatkiewicz,  editor  in  chief, 
Polish  Daily  Zgoda;  S.  Regensberg,  Jew- 
ish Daily  Forward;  George  Ranney  jr.;  Dr. 
Karol  Ripa,  consul  general  of  Poland;  Sid 
Rose,  Chicago  branch  manager,  Warner 
Pictures;  Don  Russell,  the  Chicago  Daily 
News;  Richard  Scammon,  radio  office,  the 
University  of  Chicago;  Commander  E.  M. 
Senn,  U.  S.  Navy;  Colonel  Richard  Smykal, 
108th  QM  Regiment;  Colonel  T.  L.  Sher- 
burnem,  U.  S.  Army,  cavalry;  Ludwig  Suss- 
man,  manager  Adelphi  Theatre;  E.  da  C. 
Souza,  Brazilian  consul;  Harry  Semochko, 
Ukrainian  Radio  Hour;  Major  Allen  O. 
Brophy,  U.  S.  A.;  Ing.  Eduardo  Soler  jr., 
consul  of  the  Dominican  Republic;  Lt.  Col. 
Harold  D.  Squires,  adjutant  general  33rd 
division;  Capt.  John  T.  Taylor,  cavalry 
reserves;  Roy  Topper,  promotion  manager, 
Chicago  Her  aid- American;  John  Veronko, 
Russian  Radio  Hour;  A.  C.  Wang,  consu- 
late-general of  the  Republic  of  China; 
Commander  B.  O.  Wells,  U.  S.  Navy;  Rich- 
ard E.  Westbrooks,  consul  for  the  Repub- 
lic of  Liberia;  Marian  Whitney,  WEDC; 
Teddy  Morris,  Devon  Theatre;  Nathan 
Slott,  Park  Theatre;  James  Booth,  Essan- 
ess  Theatres. 


Only  Heard — 


Eminent  Audience  for 
"Mannerheim  Line" 


50 


BOXOFFICE  ::  December  21,  1940 


Will  Seek  New  Trial 
In  Suil  Over  Fees 

St.  Louis — Counsel  for  John  S.  Leahy 
and  his  law  associates,  Lambert  E.  Walther 
and  Harold  F.  Hecker,  against  whom  Cir- 
cuit Judge  Joseph  J.  Ward  on  December 
12  awarded  a $33,500  judgment  in  favor 
of  Fanchon  & Marco,  Inc.,  and  two  of  its 
Missouri  affiliates,  announce  they  will  file 
a motion  for  a new  trial.  If  this  request 
is  denied,  it  is  probable  an  appeal  will 
be  taken  to  a higher  court. 

The  ruling  in  favor  of  Fanchon  & Marco, 
handed  down  by  Judge  Ward,  ordered  that 
214  notes  for  $200  each  executed  by  Fan- 
chon & Marco  on  December  3,  1936,  and 
payable  to  Leahy,  be  canceled  and  an- 
nulled. These  were  the  outstanding  un- 
paid notes  of  a series  of  325.  The  court 
also  ordered  that  a temporary  injunc- 
tion be  made  permanent  and  enjoined 
the  defendant  attorneys  from  prosecut- 
ing any  legal  action  to  collect  on  the  un- 
paid notes. 

Fanchon  & Marco  had  brought  suit  for 
$42,200,  as  the  return  for  legal  fees  al- 
ready paid  to  Leahy,  Walther  and  Hecker, 
but  Judge  Ward  held  that  the  amount 
recoverable  was  but  $30,876,  which,  with 
interest  added  and  a credit  deducted,  left 
the  balance  of  $33,500  for  which  the 
judgment  was  given. 

In  their  action  against  the  three  attor- 
neys, Fanchon  & Marco  had  alleged  that 
the  defendants  represented  them  in  their 
anti-trust  proceedings  against  Warner 
Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  Paramount  and  RKO, 
etc.,  brought  through  Attorney-General 
Roy  McKittrick  in  an  effort  to  force  the 
large  film  companies  to  make  pictures 
available  for  the  Ambassador,  Missouri 
and  Fox  theatres.  They  stated  also  the 
attorneys  had  represented  them  in  the 
formation  of  a corporation  to  lease  the 
Ambassador,  Missouri  and  New  Grand 
Central  theatres;  but  charged  that  Leahy, 
Walther  and  Hecker  had  forfeited  all 
claim  to  any  legal  fees  for  these  services, 
because  Leahy  had  failed  to  disclose  to 
them  his  personal  interest  in  the  deal. 
They  charged  Leahy  held  $25,000  of  the 
corporation’s  stock  purchased  in  1935  in 
the  name  of  Allen  L.  Snyder,  co-partner 
in  the  deal  with  Fanchon  & Marco,  and 
Harry  Koplar,  veteran  local  motion  pic- 
ture man. 

The  hearing,  conducted  before  Judge 
Ward  early  this  year,  lasted  55  days. 
Leahy  then  denied  he  had  concealed  his 
personal  interest  from  Fanchon  & Marco. 


Sonja  Henie's  Ice  Revue 
Falls  Down  in  St  Louis 

St.  Louis — With  general  business  con- 
ditions here  from  15  to  20  per  cent  better 
than  a year  ago,  Sonja  Henie’s  Hollywood 
Ice  Revue  drew  33  1/3  per  cent  less  custo- 
mers here  this  year  than  her  similar  show 
a year  ago. 

Quality  can’t  be  the  answer.  For  the 
revue,  from  an  entertainment  standpoint, 
is  perhaps  better  than  last  year.  Yet  only 
51,192  persons  went  to  the  Arena  on  the 
six  nights  the  queen  of  the  skates  and  ice 
was  there.  On  the  last  night  the  attend- 
ance figure  was  8,493.  In  six  nights  last 
January  she  played  to  80,749  cash  custo- 
mers here. 

William  Burke,  her  manager,  said  the  at- 
tendance was  “satisfactory.”  He  ascribed 
the  drop  in  business  to  the  pre-Christ- 
mas absorption  of  the  public  mind  and  to 
bad  weather. 


ST.  1L#UIS 

JJARRIS  WOLFBERG,  division  manager 
for  M-G-M,  has  acquired  the  Cincin- 
nati and  Indianapolis  territory  while  Den- 
ver, Des  Moines,  Kansas  City  and  Omaha 
have  been  lopped  from  his  worries  . . . 
Frank  Herz,  company  manager  for  Ray- 
mond Scott’s  band,  has  plucked  Thelma 
Marland,  warblist,  from  Johnny  Perkins’ 
Playdium  in  East  St.  Louis,  111.  She  is 
getting  an  extended  tryout  with  the  band 
at  Chicago’s  Blackhawk. 

James  McCullough,  manager  of  the  Ma- 
jestic, East  St.  Louis,  III.,  is  looking  for  a 
100-pound  papier  mache  M-G-M  lion  that 
disappeared  from  the  theatre’s  warehouse. 

Betty  Munies,  a brown-eyed  lass  who 
passes  out  the  pasteboards  at  the  Missouri 
Theatre’s  cashier  cage,  broke  into  the 
Globe-Democrat’s  rotogravure  section  with 
a bevy  of  other  beauties  who  toil  for  a 
living. 

Marian  Anderson,  the  Negro  contralto, 
has  been  booked  for  a recital  at  the  Opera 
House  of  the  Municipal  Auditorium  the 
evening  of  January  28. 

“Morning  at  Seven”  pulled  only  $5,000 
for  eight  performances  at  the  American 
the  week  ended  December  14.  Top:  $2.20. 
Katharine  Hepburn,  in  “The  Philadelphia 
Story,”  opened  there  December  16  for  a 
week’s  run  at  $3.30  top. 

Harold  W.  "Chick”  Evens,  manager  of 
Loew’s,  relaxes  with  an  occasional  round 
of  golf  at  the  indoor  golf  course  in  the 
theatre  building.  It  is  operated  by  Benny 
Richter,  one  of  the  best  left-handed 
swingers  in  this  sector. 

John  Heflinger,  manager  of  the  Lafay- 
ette, gave  a real  football  touch  to  his  ex- 
ploitation campaign  for  “Knute  Rockne — 
All-American”  by  having  his  doorman,  in 
proper  regalia,  pass  out  souvenir  footballs 
in  the  theatre  lobby. 


"Show  Business"  for  Reis 

Hollywood — Irving  Reis  will  direct 
“Show  Business”  for  RKO.  Co-featured  in 
the  Howard  Benedict  production  will  be 
Alan  Mowbray  and  Donald  McBride,  with 
Elisabeth  Risdon,  Terry  Belmont  and  Jane 
Patten  in  supporting  roles. 

h 

It's  an  Old  Story 
That's  Still  Good 

St.  Louis — Chester  Vickery,  assistant 
manager  at  Loew's,  has  found  it  really 
pays  to  be  kind  and  considerate  to  others. 

Four  years  ago  he  was  a hotel  clerk 
in  Columbus.  One  of  the  permanent 
guests  at  the  hostelry  was  Alonzo  Tut- 
tle, then  dean  of  the  law  school  at  Ohio 
State  University.  After  Vickery  left  his 
hotel  job  to  enter  exhibition,  he  saw 
Tuttle  only  once  or  twice  on  visits  to 
Columbus.  But,  it  seems,  Tuttle  never 
forgot  his  kindly  service. 

The  dean  died  recently.  His  will,  ad- 
mitted to  probate,  revealed  he  had  be- 
queathed $500  to  Vickery  for  "his  kind- 
ness and  consideration." 

Apprised  of  the  bequest,  Vickery's 
comment  was:  "I  don't  remember  doing 
anything  special  for  him.  In  fact,  it 
seems  to  me  he  was  always  doing  some- 
thing for  me,  like  giving  me  books  and 
tutoring  me." 
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Holloway  and  Local  143 
Settle  Labor  Dispute 

St.  Louis — A labor  dispute  involving 
projectionists  at  three  St.  Louis  county 
theatres  operated  by  Henry  Holloway  has 
been  ended  by  a renewal  of  the  wage  scale 
and  working  agreement  with  Local  143, 
Robert  Tomsen,  business  agent  for  the 
union,  announces. 

According  to  Tomsen,  the  trouble  started 
the  night  of  December  7 when  union  pro- 
jectionists at  the  Beverly,  a local  l,000r 
seater,  were  “locked  out.”  In  retaliation, 
the  union  “pulled”  their  booth  men  from 
the  Gem,  a 411-seater  in  St.  John’s  Sta- 
tion, and  from  the  Overland,  an  800-seater 
in  Overland,  Mo. 

The  settlement  was  effected  through  the 
conciliatory  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Edward  T. 
Finan,  pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Presenta- 
tion Church,  Overland,  and  William  M. 
Brandt,  secretary  of  the  Central  Trades 
and  Labor  Union  of  St.  Louis. 


A Story  on  Conscription 

Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox  will  make 
“Rise  and  Shine,”  a story  on  conscription. 
Lamar  Trotti  will  adopt  the  yarn. 


ST.  LOUIS 


1 Board  of  Directors  of 

I 

I MOTION  PICTURE  THEATRE 
I OWNERS 

1 
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LOUIS  C.  HEHL,  Sec.-Treas. 


Wishing  All  My  Friends 
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NEW  YEAR  IN  1941 
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Amusement  Division  Over 
Quota  in  Chicago  Drive 


Chicago — Through  the  dynamic  efforts 
of  Jack  Kirsch,  chairman  of  the  amuse- 
ment division  of  the  Chicago  Community 
Fund,  together  with  everyone  connected 
with  “show  business”  in  Chicago,  the 
amusement  division’s  quota  of  $25,000  was 
passed  by  $2,958  this  year. 

Breakdown  of  the  major  contributors  in- 
clude the  following:  Balaban  & Katz 
Corporation  and  employes,  $6,675;  Essaness 
Theatres  Corporation  and  employes,  $4,- 
000;  Warner  Bros.  Circuit  Management 
Corp.,  $2,400;  Whiteway  Electric  Sign  Co. 
and  employes,  $1,000;  H.  Schoenstadt  & 
Sons  and  employes,  $1,000;  H.  & E.  Bala- 
ban Corp.,  $591;  Chicago  Business  Men’s 
Racing  Corp.  and  Hawthorne  Race  Track, 
$500;  Chez  Paree,  $500;  Chicago  National 
League  Ball  Club,  $525;  employes  of  20th 
Century-Fox  Corp.,  $327;  Jones,  Linick  & 
Schaefer,  $300;  American  League  Ball 
Club,  $300. 


Auction  50  Autographed 
Copies  of  "Escape" 

Chicago — Publix-Great  States  are  auc- 
tioning 50  copies  of  “Escape,”  autographed 
by  Norma  Shearer,  to  patrons  bidding 
highest  for  the  books.  Money  is  being 
turned  over  to  local  charities. 

In  Springfield  the  State-Journal  carried 
four  columns  about  the  stunt  which  was 
held  at  the  Orpheum.  while  the  local  radio 
station  broadcast  the  “auction.” 

“Escape,”  starring  Miss  Shearer  and 
Robert  Taylor,  was  shown  at  Great 
States  first  run  houses.  Bill  Bishop, 
M-G-M  publicity  head  in  Chicago,  made 
the  tieup. 


Says  Induslry  Code 
Is  One  of  Decency 


St.  Louis — Rev.  Daniel  A.  Lord,  S.J., 
writer,  composer,  technical  adviser  on  mo- 
tion picture  productions  with  a religious 
theme,  and  author  of  the  motion  picture 
code  used  by  the  industry,  explains  in 
the  latest  issue  of  the  The  Queen’s 
Work,  national  Sodality  publication,  that 
“The  code  is  a minimum  of  government. 
It  does  not  lay  down  Catholic  ideals.  It 
lays  down  principles  that  should  be  ac- 
cepted by  any  decent  man  or  woman.  It 
does  not  pretend  to  present  the  law  of 
Christ.” 

Father  Lord  then  explains  that  Roman 
Catholics  are  obliged  to  take  a slightly 
different  angle  when  they  judge  a motion 
picture.  “The  country  permits  divorce,” 
he  writes,  “and  the  film’s  plot  is  solved 
when  the  heroine  divorces  her  husband 
and  marries  the  hero.  We  cannot  approve. 
Nor  can  we  allow  our  emotions  to  go  along 
with  her.” 

He  also  explains  that  while  the  ma- 
jority of  human  beings  cheer  for  the  man 
who  seeks  revenge  and  gets  it,  “there  is 
a law  of  love,  and  we  have  to  judge  ac- 
tions, not  on  the  principle  of  revenge,  but 
on  that  of  forgiveness  of  enemies.  We 
have  to  ask  ourselves:  Is  it  a story  or  a 
solution  of  a problem  that  a follower  of 
Christ  can  accept?  That’s  hard,  but  it’s 
our  critical  rule.  Have  we  the  courage 
to  apply  it?” 


"Applejack"  lor  Trivers 

Hollywood — Warner  has  assigned  Bar- 
ry Trivers  to  adapt  “Captain  Applejack.” 


f(  S) 

Tippling  ” Disgusts  Millions^' 

VI—  -■  'J 


Chicago — “The  endless  succession  of 
whisky-guzzling,  cocktail  smart  alecs,  bar- 
room scenes  and  ‘comedy  drinkers’  in  the 
average  movie  today  is  disgusting  millions 
who  would  otherwise  be  outspoken  boosters 
of  the  film  business,”  declares  a statement 
of  the  American  Business  Men’s  Research 
Foundation. 

“Not  long  ago,”  the  Foundation  declares, 
“an  advertising  survey  revealed  that  in 
some  cases  producers  have  even  inserted 
these  scenes  as  direct  commercial  tieups 
with  publicity  representatives  of  specific 
makers  of  booze.” 

The  fact  that  these  developments  in  mo- 
tion pictures  are  being  accompanied  by  an 
extraordinary  falling  off  in  theatre  at- 
tendance during  recent  years,  is  pointed 
out  as  being  far  more  than  a mere  co- 
incidence. 

“Official  figures  show  that  theatre  at- 
tendance has  dropped  25,000,000  per  week 
since  1930.  That  means  for  the  16,500 
theatres  throughout  the  country  an  aggre- 
gate loss  of  1.300,000,000  admissions  for 
the  single  year  1939 — or  in  terms  of  an 
estimated  22  cents  cost  per  admission,  it 
registers  a financial  loss  of  $286,000,000 
for  the  movie  industry  for  1939  as  com- 
pared with  1930.” 

The  Foundation  regards  as  significant  in 
this  connection  a recent  editorial  in  Movie 
Radio  Guide.  In  part,  it  follows: 

“Tippling  in  the  talkies  is  assuming-  alarming 
proportions.  Recall  almost  any  recent  movie  you 
have  seen.  Somewhere  in  its  plot  you  will  find 


a pair  of  pinch-bottle  babies  eng:as:ed  in  either 
humorous  or  serious  drinking-  . . . 

“Drinking  scenes  provide  every  child  who  sees 
movies  (and  most  children  are  movie  regulars) 
with  the  conviction  that  <a)  all  smart  i>eople 
drink,  (h)  that  it  is  fun  to  get  ‘woozled'  (c)  that 
hard  drinking  is  the  logical  resort  of  anyone  who 
is  disappointed  in  love  or  l>usiness  . . . 

“l?y  their  (movie  industry)  present  course  they 
are  making  our  youngest  generati<ui  into  |K)tential 
alcoholics  . . . 

“This  is  had  for  the  movies,  bad  for  the  chil- 
dren, and  had  for  America.  An  editorial  such  as 
this  cannot  stop  the  practice-  Only  a strong  united 
protest  can  achieve  any  result  . . . 

“'rheii,  perhaps,  your  daughters  and  ours  can 
learn  from  the  movies  that  some  people  are  smart 
and  charming  without  benefit  of  horse’s  n#»cks,  and 
that  the  pot  of  gold  at  the  rainbow’s  end  is  never, 
never  a rumpot  . . 

The  foundation  then  points  to  an  article 
by  Father  Daniel  A.  Lord,  S.  J.  of  St.  Louis, 
appearing  this  month  in  15  diocesan  pub- 
lications of  the  Catholic  church,  entitled 
“Screen  Tippling.” 

“Motion  picture  directors  often  run  out  of  ideas 
. . . Now  when  the}'  can  think  of  nothing  else  to 
do,  they  have  the  hero  call  for  a ‘Scotch’  and  soda 
or  the  heroine  mix  a highball. 

“The  licpior  companies  are  so  convinced  of  the 
power  <if  motion  pictures  suggestion  that  they 
asked  the  movies  to  stop  calling  for  ‘Scotch’  and 
soda  and  ask  for  bourlxm  or  rye,  since  people 
were  getting  from  the  movies  the  habit  of  asking 
not  for  American  whisky  but  for  Scotch  whisk.v. 

“But  the  p«»int  remained  that  they  were  getting 
a habit  of  asking  for  any  kind  <»f  whisky. 

“Now,  on  the  stage  or  on  the  screen,  a drunk, 
male  or  female,  may  be  funny.  In  real  life, 
there  is  not  a laugh  in  a tankful  . . . 

“If  our  daughter  came  home  reeling  like  a sod- 
den film  heroine,  we’d  go  on  a diet  of  bread  and 
water  for  her  rei>entance.  (’omedy  must  be  clean 
to  be  funny.  Humor  must  be  dry,  not  soaked  and 
alcoholic,  to  deserv'e  a place  in  the  ‘family  enter- 
tainment* which  is  the  films.” 


Merchants  of  Muscoda 
Miss  Their  Theatre 

Muscoda,  Wis. — An  example  of  the  re- 
gard with  which  merchants  generally  view 
a theatre  is  seen  in  the  call  of  the  Mus- 
coda Progressive,  local  weekly,  for  a thea- 
tre to  replace  the  one  destroyed  by  fire 
several  years  ago  in  this  town  of  less  than 
1,000  people.  The  call: 

“For  some  time,  the  village  of  Muscoda 
has  been  without  a theatre  and  Muscoda 
merchants  have  felt  the  loss  of  this  vital 
necessity  as  an  added  attraction  to  get 
people  in  the  vicinity  to  come  to  Muscoda. 

“There  was  a time  when  a theatre  was 
what  we  might  term  a luxury.  That  time 
is  no  longer.  While  going  to  a show  is 
probably  classed  in  the  form  of  enter- 
tainment, it  has  gotten  to  be  an  ingrained 
habit  with  a great  many  of  the  American 
people.  As  proof  of  this  we  need  only  take 
a hurried  count  some  Sunday  of  the  num- 
ber of  Muscoda  people  that  go  to  a show 
in  neighboring  cities. 

“And  since  going  to  the  movies  has  be- 
come such  a strong  habit  with  the  Ameri- 
can people,  any  town  that  does  not  pos- 
sess a theatre  naturally  loses  a certain 
amount  of  traders  who  would  rather  drive 
a few  miles  further  if  they  can  go  to  a 
town  where  there  is  a show,  especially 
on  Saturday  night. 

“There  is  no  question  that  a theatre 
is  an  asset  to  a town,  more  so  today  than 
it  was  ten  years  ago.  We  might  even  go 
so  far  as  to  say  that  it  is  a necessity 
to  the  success  of  a town.” 

Exhibitors  contend  it  is  this  realization 
of  the  theatre’s  pulling  power  that  has 
been  largely  responsible  for  the  increase 
of  jackrabbit  circuits  around  the  state  in 
the  smaller  communities  which  have  no 
theatres.  Merchants  regard  theatres  as  a 
necessity  to  assist  in  building  patronage 
for  their  stores. 


Ben  Cohn  Follows  Up  a 
'Boom  Town  Campaign 

Chicago — Ben  Cohn,  manager  of  the 
Frolic  Theatre,  followed  up  his  compre- 
hensive campaign  on  “Boom  Town,”  which 
he  had  made  a civic  affair  for  the  entire 
neighborhood,  by  visiting  the  65  cooperat- 
ing stores  and  furnishing  window  pen- 
nants for  all  whose  windows  lacked  them. 
The  pennants  read  “Shop  in  Boom  Town” 
and  “Do  Your  Christmas  Shopping  Early 
in  Boom  Town.” 

Cohn  further  distributed  free  cowboy 
hats  to  the  children  attending  the  theatre 
on  a recent  Saturday  matinee.  A snipe 
on  the  front  of  the  200  hats  distributed, 
read:  “See  ‘Boom  Town’  at  the  (theatre 
and  playdate).” 

One  thousand  small  photos  of  the  stars 
in  the  picture,  paid  for  by  the  neighbor- 
hood merchants,  were  given  out  at  the 
boxoffice  on  the  Sunday  preceding  the 
booking.  Backs  of  photos  were  imprinted 
with  playdate  copy. 


Enjoin  Poblockis 

Milwaukee — Federal  Judge  F.  Ryan 
Duffy  has  signed  a consent  decree  enjoin- 
ing Ben  Poblocki  & Sons,  makers  of  neon 
signs  and  theatre  marquees,  from  violat- 
ing wage-hour  law  provisions  covering 
minimum  wages,  overtime  pay  and  keep- 
ing of  accurate  records. 


Assigned  "Office  Wife" 

Hollywood — Leonard  Frank  is  adapt- 
ing “Office  Wife”  for  Warner  Bros. 
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Biechele  Heads  KMT  A;  Richey 
And  Kuykendall  Are  Speakers 


r,  ^ 

Explaining  Lower 
Takes  in  Kansas 

Kansas  City — The  1940  census  turned 
up  one  factor  which  helps  to  explain  the 
lower  grosses  in  Kansas,  believes  John 
Kelly  of  National  Theatre  Supply.  This 
was  a loss  of  80,000  in  population  dur- 
ing the  10  years,  1930-1940.  Most  of  this 
loss  was  in  the  18  to  35  age  bracket,  rea- 
sons Kelly,  since  it  is  the  young  peo- 
ple, married  and  unmarried,  who  "pull 
up  stakes"  and  move  on  to  brighter 
fields.  Hence,  the  80,000  loss  represent- 
ed the  loss  of  the  best  type  of  film  pat- 
rons— those  who  go  to  the  show  most 
frequently. 

— .-T-:  J 

Registranls  at  the 
KMT  A Convention 

Kansas  City — Registered  for  the  22nd 
annual  convention  of  the  KMTA  here, 
were  the  following: 

H.  B.  Doering,  Peoples,  Garnett,  Kas.; 
J.  E.  Pennington,  Cozy,  Topeka,  Kas.;  Jack 
Truitt,  Electric,  Kansas  City,  Kas.;  Mrs. 
Kate  Blair,  Blair,  Belleville,  Kas.;  Tom  Ed- 
wards, Ozark,  Eldon,  Mo.;  Homer  F.  Stro- 
wig.  Plaza,  Abilene,  Kas.;  C.  A.  Schultz, 
Commonwealth,  Kansas  City;  G.  C.  Coff- 
man, Osceola,  Osceola,  Mo.;  Walter  Lovan, 
Park,  Eldorado  Springs,  Mo.;  George  H. 
Hayob,  Mary  Lou,  Marshall,  Mo. 

Rex  Barrett,  Commonwealth,  Columbia, 
Mo.,  and  his  son,  Durex  Barrett  II,  Melba, 
Batesville,  Ark.;  Frank  Weary,  Farris, 
Richmond,  Mo.;  George  Baker,  Baker  En- 
terprises, Kansas  City;  Ed  Burgan  and  Ed 
F.  Burgan,  Home,  Gauntier  and  Tenth 
Street,  Kansas  City,  Kas.;  Warren  Weber, 
Pix,  St.  John,  Kas.;  Frank  Cassil,  Rialto 
and  Uptown,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  W.  G.  For- 
rest, Rex,  Joplin,  Mo.;  George  W.  Hartt- 
mann,  “Red  Ink”  Armour,  North  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

Fred  Meyn,  Park,  Kansas  City,  Kas.; 
Louis  Griefe,  Windsor,  Windsor,  Mo.;  J. 
W.  Grantham,  New  Baxter  and  Ritz,  Bax- 
ter Springs,  Kas.;  M.  J.  Aley,  Princess, 
Eureka,  Kas.;  Glen  Newbold,  Temple, 
Yates  Center,  Kas.;  Irving  Achtenberg,  Re- 
gent, Kansas  City;  Ed  Young,  Central, 
Kansas  City;  R.  R.  Biechele,  Osage,  Kan- 
sas City,  Kas.;  Bud  Broun,  representing 
R.  R.  Winship’s  Majestic,  Phillipsburg, 
Kas. 

Frank  Ritter,  Uptown,  Kansas  City; 
Rube  Finkelstein,  Byam  and  Jayhawk, 
Greater  Kansas  City;  O.  K.  Mason,  Com- 
monwealth, Kansas  City;  Arthur  Burke, 
Gillham,  Kansas  City;  C.  H.  Potter,  Kan- 
sas City;  C.  P.  Shaner,  Odessa,  Mo. 

Coop  Ad  Sells  "Letter" 

For  Brandeis  in  Omaha 

Omaha — A full  page  cooperative  ad  was 
arranged  for  the  engagement  of  War- 
ner’s “The  Letter,”  starring  Bette  Davis, 
in  the  Brandeis  Theatre,  Omaha,  by  Louise 
Cotter,  publicity  head  of  the  house. 

Several  leading  stores  based  their  copy 
on  the  thought  that  “ ‘The  Letter’  helps 
you  shop  with  ease.”  A still  of  Bette 
Davis  was  placed  prominently  at  the  top 
of  the  page. 


Kansas  City — R.  R.  Biechele,  who  oper- 
ates the  Osage  in  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Kansas-Missouri 
Theatres  Ass’n  at  its  annual  convention 
here,  in  one  of  the  meatiest  sessions  the 
organization  has  had  in  several  years. 
Biechele  long  has  been  active  in  association 
affairs,  and  for  some  years  has  watched 
film  legislation,  particularly  in  Kansas. 

Tom  Edwards  of  the  Ozark,  Eldon,  Mo., 
was  named  vice-president,  and  Fred  Meyn 
of  the  Park,  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  was  re- 
elected secretary-treasurer. 

In  addition  to  the  officers,  who  are  di- 
rectors, the  other  directors  elected  to  make 
up  the  board  of  nine  were:  Kansas — J.  E. 
Pennington,  Cozy,  Topeka;  Homer  F. 
Strowig,  Plaza,  Abilene,  and  C.  A.  Schultz, 
Commonwealth  Theatres,  Kansas  City; 
Missouri — Frank  Cassil,  retiring  president, 
Rialto,  St.  Joseph;  George  Harttmann,  Ar- 
mour, North  Kansas  City,  and  Rex  Bar- 
rett, Commonwealth  manager  at  Columbia. 

Two  problems  were  given  special  em- 
phasis in  discussions:  Legislation,  which 
is  a subject  of  concern  since  the  Kansas 
and  Missouri  legislatures  meet  next  month, 
and  16mm  free  show  competition,  which 
exhibitors  report  is  growing  rapidly. 

Watch  Legislation 

Two  industries,  observers  said,  are 
scheduled  for  special  tax  legislation  in  the 
Missouri  session:  Film  and  trucking.  In 
Kansas,  the  research  council  of  the  legis- 
lature has  recommended  a lengthy  revision 
of  Kansas  taxation.  Motion  pictures  are 
not  mentioned.  However,  before  the  Kan- 
sas legislature  goes  into  session,  there  al- 
ready is  talk  of  an  extra  session  to  con- 
sider tax  problems  only.  Exhibitors  are 
always  watchful  when  taxation  is  being 
discussed  by  legislatures,  particularly  in 
special  sessions.  One  favorable  factor  in 
Kansas  is  that  exhibitors  went  along  with 
the  two  per  cent  sales  tax. 

A strong  resolution  was  passed  asking 
for  a solution  to  16mm  competition.  The 
resolution  reads: 

“Whereas,  the  development  of  itinerant  lOmm 
free  shows  has  come  to  constitute  a distinct 
hazard  to  our  business  as  exhibitors,  now  be  it 
resolved  by  this  body  that  this  form  of  competi- 
tion is  patently  unfair  and  that  all  distributors 
should  take  any  necessary  action  to  give  the 
exhibitors  relief  from  such  competition,  and  Be  It 
Further  Resolved  that  the  legislative  bodies  be 
requested  to  enact  any  possible  legislation  tend- 
ing to  discourage  such  unfair  competition.” 

Commend  Republic 

The  stand  of  Republic  Pictures  in  this 
connection  was  commended  by  the  asso- 
ciation. Read  at  the  meeting  was  a letter 
from  Republic  to  C.  M.  Parkhurst  of  Re- 
public-Midwest, Kansas  City: 

“At  the  regular  sales  meetings  recently  held  in 
New  York.  Chicago,  Memphis  and  Los  Angeles, 
all  franchise  holders  and  branch  managers  at- 
tending were  advised  that  Republic  had  again 
been  offered  a contract  for  the  distribution  of 
its  product  five  years  old  on  16mm  film,  for 
which  the  distributor,  a reputable  company  of 
recognized  standing,  would  guarantee  a minimum 
yearly  revenue  of  $250,000  for  a period  of  two 
years,  or  a total  of  half  a million  dollars.  We 
asked  all  those  present  to  give  this  matter  ser- 
ious thought,  and  after  returning  to  their  respec- 
tive offices  to  write  us  as  to  the  advisability,  in 
their  opinions,  of  Republic  accepting  this  propo- 
sition. After  due  consideration,  we  have  decided 
to  maintain  our  present  policy  with  regard  to 
16mm  distribution  of  our  product.  We  have  ac- 
cordingly rejected  the  offer,  thus  avoiding  16mm 
competition  for  legitimate  theatre  operators  . . . 
in  an  effort  to  cooperate  with  them  and  protect 
their  interests  in  every  way  we  possibly  can.” 

Many  of  the  exhibitors  attending  of- 
fered their  experience  with  16mm  compe- 


tition. Frank  Cassil,  retiring  president, 
said  he  had  four  or  five  to  contend  with, 
and  wondered  if  Republic  would  turn 
down  the  offer  of  half  a million,  why  other 
distributors  shouldn’t  cooperate  similarly. 

The  Keystone  Feature  Co.  of  Kansas 
City  (Midland  building)  had  230  reels  of 
16mm  film  go  through  the  Kansas  censor 
board  during  one  month,  June,  1940, 
Biechele  commented  in  indicating  the  ex- 
tent of  16mm  competition.  Big  customers 
of  16mm  film  are  schools,  societies,  and 
traveling  shows,  he  said. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  responses 
exhibitors  get  from  distributors  is  that  the 
latter  are  not  booking  16mm  picures  in 
competitive  areas,  though  experience  shows 
it  is  being  done.  One  instance  was  cited 
in  which  an  exhibitor  dated  a picture,  but 
before  he  could  play  it  the  local  high 
school  played  it  on  16mm. 

The  16mm  people  are  contacting  im- 
provement and  civic  associations  of  va- 
rious communities  with  propositions  in- 
volving use  of  16mm  film,  George  Hartt- 
mann pointed  out.  Last  summer,  Hartt- 
mann said,  16mm  free  shows  around  North 
Kansas  City  were  so  bad  that  one  distribu- 
tor didn’t  want  to  book  a percentage  pic- 
ture on  a Sunday  change  at  the  Armour. 

Exhibitors  still  resent  appearance  of  film 
stars  on  radio  programs.  One  exhibitor 
even  suggested  playing  the  pictures  of 
stars  appearing  on  the  radio  on  the  nights 
that  they  do  appear  on  the  air.  In  an- 
other picture  that  plugs  a radio  program, 
exhibitors  are  cutting  the  radio  show  plug 
sequence. 

Cooperation  of  the  KMTA  with  the  Kan- 
sas-Missouri group  on  legislation  and 
other  common  problems  was  assured  by 
Homer  F.  Strowig,  retiring  vice-president 
of  KMTA  and  now  a director  of  it,  and 
president  of  the  new  Kansas  group.  Stro- 
wig said  the  Kansas  group  would  meet  in 
January  to  effect  a permanent  organiza- 
tion. 

“We  are  entering  a really  critical  period 
for  exhibition,”  commented  Cassil  as  he 
retired  from  the  presidency  of  KMTA.  “We 
need  a stronger  association,  in  both  mem- 
bership and  money,  than  ever  before:  We 
need  it  to  meet  legislative  problems,  and 
we  need  it  to  meet  problems  within  the 
industry  itself.” 

The  association  gave  Cassil  a vote  of 
thanks  for  his  work  during  two  terms. 

“Since  my  association  with  M-G-M,  I 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  attend  14 
exhibitor  gatherings,  ali  well  attended,  and 
at  each  I was  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  today  exhibitors,  while  concerned 
with  their  own  problems  and  with  intra- 
industry problems,  are  very  alive  to  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation  that  faces  the 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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To  Film  the  Liie  of 
William  Allen  White 

Kansas  City — The  life  of  William  Allen 
White,  renowned  newspaper  editor  of 
Kansas,  will  be  made  into  a motion 
picture  by  M-G-M,  with  Spencer  Tracy 
in  the  starring  role,  it  is  announced  by 
that  studio  in  Hollywood.  Film  will  be 
titled  "The  Sage  of  Emporia." 
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Morros  Brings  Two 
Ideas  and  a Film 


Kansas  City — Two  ideas  and  a picture 
were  brought  here  last  week  by  Producer 
Boris  Morros  of  Hollywood. 

The  picture  was  “Second  Chorus.”  The 
ideas  were:  (1)  Hollywood  conferring  with 
exhibitors  on  the  type  of  pictures  they 
think  will  be  successful  at  the  boxoffice, 
and  (2)  cooperative  production  of  films 
in  which  players  and  others  associated  in 
the  making  of  a film  share  in  its  profits. 

Morros  screened  “Chorus”  for  key  ex- 
hibitors and  bookers  Thursday  morning  at 
the  Paramount  exchange.  In  the  after- 
noon he  hosted  the  group  at  a luncheon 
at  the  Muehlebach. 

With  Alec  Moss,  of  Paramount’s  home 
office  publicity  department,  and  Mervin 
Houser  of  the  west  coast  office,  Morros 
previously  had  visited  Dallas,  New  Orleans, 
New  York,  Toronto,  Montreal,  Memphis, 
Atlanta,  Detroit,  Chicago,  Kansas  City, 
Des  Moines,  Minneapolis  and  Salt  Lake 
City,  conferring  with  key  exhibitors,  both 
circuit  and  independent. 

In  the  course  of  his  tour,  Morros  has 
lined  up  over  100  Christmas  and  New 
Year’s  playdates  for  “Chorus,”  and  learned 
that  exhibitors  want  comedy,  musicals, 
stories,  but  no  “problem”  films.  So  suc- 
cessful has  Morros’  trip  been  from  the 
business  point  of  view,  it  is  considered 
likely  other  Hollywood  producers  and 
executives  will  follow  his  lead. 

Morros  said  he  found  exhibitors  eager 
to  give  him  their  ideas  on  what  kind  of 
pictures  ought  to  be  made. 

“When  the  world  is  at  ease,  you  can  give 
patrons  social  problems  in  pictures,  but 
when  the  world  is  in  trouble,  you  should 
give  them  entertainment,”  Morros  said 
exhibitors  told  him. 

“Second  Chorus”  is  Hollywood’s  first 
cooperative  film.  Principal  players,  writers, 
bankers,  and  the  director  and  producer 
will  share  equally  in  its  profits.  Morros 
regards  this  as  important  “because  it  ne- 
cessitates an  absolute  conviction  on  the 
part  of  all  concerned  as  to  the  soundness 
of  the  story  and  its  value  as  entertain- 
ment.” 

Morros  and  his  associates  went  from 
here  to  Des  Moines.  From  there  they  were 
to  go  to  Minneapolis  and  Salt  Lake,  thence 
back  to  the  coast. 


Morros  Believes  Public 
Wants  “Light"  Fare 

Minneapolis — First-hand  contact  with 
exhibitors  and  film  fans  during  a swing 
around  the  country  with  his  picture,  “Sec- 
ond Chorus,”  has  convinced  Boris  Morros, 
Paramount  producer,  that  the  public  gen- 
erally at  this  time,  when  there  is  so  much 
real-life  tragedy,  wants  the  so-called 
“lighter  pictures,”  such  as  comedies  and 
musicals,  he  said  while  here. 

Morros  explains  that  he  not  only  sound- 
ed out  exchange  managers  and  film  sales- 
men, but  also  many  laymen,  including 
hotel  clerks,  taxicab  operators,  salesmen, 
store  clerks,  etc.  The  vast  majority  made 
it  clear  to  him  that,  in  their  entertain- 
ment, they  usually  seek  an  “escape”  from 
the  unpleasant  realities  of  today. 

In  Morros’  opinion,  a current  Hollywood 
tendency  to  make  war  and  anti-Nazi  prob- 
lem films  is  all  wrong  from  the  boxoffice 
standpoint,  inasmuch  as  the  public  has  an 
aversion  now  for  problem,  propaganda  and 
sociological  dramas  and  tragedies. 

Morros  thinks  that  the  general  average 


of  film  quality  is  the  highest  that  it  ever 
has  been  and  that  it  will  continue  to  rise 
as  advances  are  made  in  technique,  skill 
grows  with  experience  and  more  good 
minds  are  enlisted  for  the  photoplay  art. 
He  believes  that  the  next  progressive  steps 
will  be  the  utililization  of  color  exclusively 
and  the  employment  of  the  third  dimen- 
sion, making  pictures  more  life-like. 

Elimination  of  the  European  markets, 
causing  producers  to  concentrate  on  the 
domestic  market,  will  result  in  better 
American  boxoffice  pictures,  Morros  pre- 
dicts. There  is  no  ceiling  to  the  domestic 
market,  he  asserts,  and  ultimately  pro- 
ducers and  exhibitors  alike  will  benefit 
from  the  present  situation.  The  consent 
decree,  he  feels,  will  require  distributors  to 
sell  pictures  mainly  on  their  merits  and 
increase  the  competition  among  producers. 
By  so  doing,  he  declares,  it,  too,  will  help 
to  improve  product  quality. 

A gathering  of  newspaper,  radio  and 
film  men  were  told  by  Morros  that  his 
“Second  Chorus”  is  at  least  a “sincere”  ef- 
fort because  everybody  connected  with  it 
believed  in  it — were  sold  on  it  completely. 
He  pointed  out  that  the  featured  players 
took  the  assignments  because  their  roles 
in  the  film  appealed  to  them.  There  was 
no  doubling  whatsoever  and  no  parts  of 
the  picture  were  dubbed  in,  he  said. 

re  ^ 

: KMT  A Sidelights  : 

Kansas  City — No  other  one  thing  has 
done  so  much  to  get  the  industry  favorable 
public  opinion  as  the  Variety  Club,  Ed 
Kuykendall,  president  of  the  MPTOA,  told 
members  of  the  Kansas-Missouri  Theatres 
Ass’n.  “It  is  a great  influence,  both  out- 
side and  inside  the  industry.  All  those  in 
the  industry  ought  to  do  all  they  can  to 
further  it.” 


One  question  asked  of  Kuykendall  about 
the  decree  was  this:  If  a company  offers 
an  exhibitor  three  pictures,  and  the  ex- 
hibitor turns  them  down,  can  the  com- 
pany re-offer  the  same  three  in  another 
group?  The  answer  is,  yes. 


The  resolutions  committee  was  com- 
posed of  R.  R.  Biechele,  chairman;  Rex 
Barrett,  Columbia,  Mo.,  and  J.  W.  Gran- 
tham of  the  New  Baxter  and  Ritz,  Baxter 
Springs,  Kas. 


One  reason  exhibitors  can’t  exploit  pic- 
tures as  they  used  to,  is  that  films  are  so 
thoroughly  pre-sold  through  national 
magazines,  newspapers,  etc.,  that  the  pub- 
lic has  no  curiosity  about  them  by  the 
time  they  reach  the  local  theatre — the  pa- 
trons already  have  made  up  their  minds. 
So  thinks  Mrs.  Kate  Blair  of  the  Blair, 
Belleville,  Kas.,  who  attended  her  first 
convention  in  three  years.  Mrs.  Blair’s 
daughter,  in  high  school,  knows  about  the 
new  films  before  her  mother,  Mrs.  Blair 
said,  and  has  made  up  her  mind  if  she 
wants  to  see  them. 


This  was  the  22nd  annual  convention  of 
the  association. 


Walter  Lovan  of  Eldorado  Springs,  Mo., 
brought  word  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Wil- 
hoit,  who  used  to  be  at  Plattsburg,  Mo., 
have  a new  boy,  Michael. 


Exhibitors  at  the  luncheon  at  the  Va- 
riety Club  heard  a good  talk  by  Jay  Means, 
chief  barker. 


Biechele  Is  Elected 
KMT  A President 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
entire  motion  picture  industry,  and  which 
demands  the  best  effort  of  every  element 
of  the  industry,”  said  H.  M.  Richey,  direc- 
tor of  public  relations  for  Metro.  “While 
there  are  those  who  would  take  a pessi- 
mistic view  of  the  whole  picture,  the  ma- 
jority do  not  share  this  attitude.  I have 
never  seen  a time  when  theatre  owners 
were  exerting  more  of  an  effort  to  con- 
structively assist  in  the  solving  of  the  per- 
plexities of  the  business  than  today.” 

Richey  termed  the  consent  decree  “a 
long,  semi-legal  document  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  thinking  theatre  owner  to 
read  carefully  and  understand  ...  It  is 
now  a law.”  He  urged  exhibitors  not  to 
read  out  of  the  decree  “things  that  are 
there  or  into  it  things  not  there.” 

Decree  to  Be  “Costly" 

Distributors  didn’t  ask  for  the  decree, 
and  it  will  be  costly  to  them,  he  said. 
Many  exhibitors  are  disappointed  in  its 
“omissions.”  But  it  “does  represent  the 
best  possible  effort  of  the  two  conflicting 
parties  (distributors  and  the  government), 
and,  after  all,  is  today  a law.  It  has  in  it 
many  revolutionary  ideas.  Some  are  un- 
tried. Some  are,  from  an  independent  ex- 
hibitor’s viewpoint,  excellent.  It  just 
seems  to  me  that  it’s  time  now  to  turn 
our  back  on  the  decree  and  our  minds  to 
other  problems  of  the  business  which  so 
vitally  affect  every  person  who  has  an 
investment  in  the  motion  picture  busi- 
ness. 

“I  don’t  believe,  in  a discussion  of  the 
consent  decree,  the  public  need  be  dragged 
in.  After  all,  the  mechanics  of  the  busi- 
ness are  our  own  business  and  the  pub- 
lic’s main,  if  not  only,  interest,  is  the 
quality  of  product  that  we  deliver  to  them 
. . . We  can  at  least  postpone,  if  not  aban- 
don, any  attempt  to  acquaint  the  public 
with  the  details  of  a plan  that  we  our- 
selves don’t  thoroughly  understand  how 
it  will  work  out. 

• “We  should  tackle  the  decree  with  the 
viewpoint  of  finding  out  what’s  good  in  it 
rather  than  what’s  bad  and  if  . . . there 
is  an  opportunity  later  to  improve  some 
of  the  clauses  which  may  prove  unwork- 
able, keep  that  as  a family  affair,  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  utilizing  those  points  . . . 
which  will  give  needed  relief  to  many 
theatre  owners.” 

Must  Stimulate  Business 

Richey  urged  exhibitors  to  turn  to  the 
important  problem  of  getting  more  busi- 
ness. Many  ways  have  been  suggested. 
One  is  the  “Boom  Town”  plan,  “but  such 
a plan  won’t  work  on  merely  big  pic- 
tures.” Others  suggest  extended  playing 
time  “looking  to  an  eventual  shortage  of 
pictures  because  of  the  apparent  policy  in 
Hollywood  to  make  ’em  good  if  not  so 
many.”  Others  believe  that  with  busi- 
ness prospects  excellent  an  increase  in  ad- 
missions would  do  the  job.  But  with  all 
these  plans,  “I  have  generally  felt  that 
every  theatre  owner  . . . has  carefully 
analyzed  his  own  particular  situation  and 
has  arrived  at  what  in  his  opinion  is  the 
best  admission  price  and  running  sched- 
ule that  there  is  to  fit  his  own  com- 
munity.” 

More  important,  Richey  thinks,  is  for 
exhibitors,  distributors  and  the  others  in 
the  industry  to  get  away  from  the  blase 
attitude  they’ve  had  about  pictures,  and 
to  become  enthusiastic  again. 

“It  seems  to  me  that  we  can  bring  back 
to  the  boxoffices  of  America  several  mil- 


54 


BOXOFFICE  ::  December  21,  1940 


lion  people  if  we  cease  being  blase  about 
our  business,  recognize  ourselves  that  we 
are  presenting  to  the  public,  usually  at  the 
rate  of  eight  to  ten  cents  an  hour  the 
greatest  amusement  value  in  the  world. 

“I  believe  it’s  time  for  us  who  expect  to 
make  a living  out  of  the  business  to  re- 
dedicate ourselves  to  the  business,  to  start 
becoming  salesmen  of  our  business,  to  get 
back  to  that  old  type  of  showmanship 
that  possibly  exaggerated  some,  but  brand- 
ed every  picture  a good  picture.  There 
are  no  poor  productions  today  at  the  price 
asked  for  them.  Some  pictures  are  sold 
much  too  cheap,  but  since  when  isn’t  a 
picture,  lasting  80  to  120  minutes,  worth 
the  price  of  a double-dip  ice  cream  cone, 
two  dances  at  a dime  a dance,  the  price 
of  an  ice  cream  soda,  the  price  of  a game 
of  bowling,  the  price  of  two  special  de- 
livery stamps,  the  price  of  a shot  of  rye 
(not  bonded).” 

The  consent  decree,  even  for  the  “Big 
Five”  distributors,  was  the  lesser  of  two 
evils,  Ed  Kuykendall,  president,  MPTOA, 
told  the  exhibitors.  "Thurman  Arnold  told 
Kuykendall  it  probably  would  take  12  years 
to  carry  the  government  suit  through  the 
courts  to  the  supreme  court.  “No  one 
wants  the  decree,  but  there  it  is.  Chief 
objection  is  that  it  is  another  step  in  the 
direction  of  government  control:  govern- 
ment and  the  courts  don’t  understand  the 
workings  of  our  business.  The  decree 
proves  the  fallacy  of  hoping  to  get  any 
benefits  from  governmental  or  legislative 
efforts,”  Kuykendall  asserted. 

The  decree  contains  nothing  exhibitors 
didn’t  already  have,  leaves  out  some  things 
they  did  have,  Kuykendall  said.  He  par- 
ticulai’ly  dislikes  the  arbitration,  which 
sets  up  interpretation  of  industry  prob- 
lems by  outsiders.  Cost  of  arbitration  is 
heavy,  and  will  be  prohibitive  for  the  small 
independent,  he  fears.  The  vague  langu- 
age of  the  decree  permits  all  sorts  of 
“escapes.”  This  will,  because  of  indefi- 
niteness and  misunderstanding,  lead  to 
“bitterness  and  argument.” 

Distributors  will  arrange  pictures  for 
“maximum”  revenue;  not  many  exhibitors 
will  go  to  the  trade  showings.  So  that 
particular  clause  is  of  little  value,  Kuyken- 
dall asserted. 

Kuykendall  believes  the  decree  blocks- 
of-five  feature  will  mean  more  selling  of 
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THE  PLACE  WHERE  TWO 
AMUSEMENT  INDUSTRIES 
MEET  ....  FOR  FUN 

PLA-MOR 

Frank  Lambader,  Manager 
VAIentine  - 7846 


one,  two  and  three  picture  groups.  He 
pointed  out  the  divorcement,  the  very 
thing  the  suit  was  started  for,  isn’t  in  the 
decree,  and  would  have  been  of  no  benefit 
if  it  had  been. 

The  decree — film  contracts  themselves 
— are  the  result  partly  of  chiseling  by  ex- 
hibitors, Kuykendall  said.  He  said  sin- 
cerity on  both  exhibitors’  and  distributors’ 
sides  has  been  almost  totally  eclipsed. 

“As  exhibitors,  we  had  better  start  con- 
serving our  product,”  Kuykendall  warned. 
“I  predict  a severe  film  shortage,  particu- 
larly in  the  early  months  of  the  decree. 

“We’ve  been  very  lax  in  real  honest  to 
goodness  exploitation,  in  promoting  pic- 
tures with  new  stars  who  will  be  our  bread 
and  butter  in  the  future,”  he  added. 

“Your  next  obligation  is  to  get  the  de- 
cree and  read  it.  Know  what  it  is  all 
about  when  a film  salesman  calls  on  you 
and  tells  you  this  is  the  way  you  have  to 
do  because  Uncle  Sam  says  so.” 

Kuykendall  closed  with  the  statement 
that  he  is  not  pessimistic  about  the  gen- 
eral future.  “It  is  bigger  than  any  man  or 
clique  in  it.  It  will  take  more  than  the 
decree  or  women’s  organizations  to  tear  us 
down.” 
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We  aren't  Santa 
Claus — We  aren't 
Uncle  Sam  — But 
we  have  the  sort 
o f merchandise 
and  try  to  give  the 
kind  of  service 
that  is  tops  in  our 
field  365  days  in 
any  year  includ- 
ing 1941. 
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WALTER  SHREVE, 
Branch  Manager 
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I THE  BEST  OF  CHRISTMAS 


WISHES 

From 

COLUMBIA  PICTURES 

BEN  C.  MARCUS,  Branch  Manager 

TOM  BALDWIN  IRVING  ALTSHULER 

WILLIAM  BRADFIELD  ZACK  BEISER 

C.  E.  REYNOLDS  GENE  SNITZ 

HERB  STULZ  HAROLD  HELLMAN 
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MERRY  XMAS 

and 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

UNITED  ARTISTS  CORP. 

W.  E.  TRUOG,  Branch  Manager 
GUY  BRADFORD  "MAC"  ROBERTSON 

lOHN  GRAHAM  CARL  BAIN 

W.  P.  BERNFIELD,  Exploiteer 
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Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  f 


New  Year  to  All 

MONOGRAM  FILM 
DISTRIBUTORS,  Inc. 

WILLIAM  BENIAMIN 

STAN  GOLDBERG  RICHARD  SALK 


PARAMOUNT  FILM 

Distributing  Corporation 
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R.  C.  LiBEAU, 

District  Manager 
GEORGE  HINTON, 

Sales  Manager 
I.  H.  States 
Earl  Ogan 

M.  E.  (Andy)  Anderson 
Walter  Clark 


A.  H.  Chaffee 


JOE  MANFRE, 

Branch  Manager 
WILLIAM  LANSBURG, 
District  Adv.  Manager 
J.  Roy  Young 
Bob  Carnie 
Joe  Stark 
Harry  Wheeler 


FOX  MIDWEST  THEATRES  f 

GREETINGS 

E.  0.  RHODEN,  Division  Manager 

L.  O.  HONIG, 

Real  Estate 

SENN  LAWLER,  Publicity 

District  Managers: 

H.  A.  McCLURE,  H.  E.  JAMEYSON, 

Kansas  City  Wichita 

EDD  HAAS,  FRED  SOUTTAR, 

Kansas  City  St.  Louis 

A.  R.  ZIMMER,  Kansas  City 


LON  COX,  Film  Buyer 
CHARLES  E.  SHAFER, 

Chief  Accountant 


The  Best 

And  The  Year  Around 


Now 


FINTON  H.  JONES 

Travelers  Insurance  Company 

Title  & Trust  Bldg. 

HArrison  3461  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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A MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND 
A HAPPIER  NEW  YEAR 

To  All  Our  Exhibitor  Friends 

Warner  Bros.- First  National 


JIMMY  WINN, 
District  Manager 

Russ  Borg 
Ernie  Block 
Don  Woods 


W.  O.  WILLIAMSON,  Jr. 
Branch  Manager 

Harry  Gaffney 
Chet  Borg 
Frank  Norris 


SEASON'S  GREETINGS 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 

FRANK  HENSLER,  Branch  Manager 
EARL  HERNDON,  Office  Manager 


—Salesmen — 

AL  ADLER 
EDDIE  GREEN 
JOE  MAGUIRE 
HAROLD  COHEN 
TRULY  WILDMAN 


— Bookers — 

WALT  LAMBADER 
WOODY  WALKER 
LEONARD  ABRAMS 
SHELDON  SHUMOW 


IRVING  WATERSTREET,  Exploiteer 
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I Heartiest  Greetings  of  the  Season  | 
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YULETIDE  GREETINGS 

20th  Century-Fox 


Republic  Pictures 
Midwest  Film  Distributors#  Inc. 

R.  F.  (Bob)  Withers  Johnny  Scott 

Collins  (Bud)  Riley  James  Weakley 

C.  M.  (Parky)  Parkhurst 


1 

WARD  SCOTT, 

District  Manager 

1 

GEORGE  FULLER 

, Branch  Manager 

1 

W.  J.  Kubitzki 

M.  A.  Tanner 

Howard  B.  Kinser 

Charles  Decker 

i 

1 

Joe  Woodward 

Robert  L.  Conn 

M* 

$ 

Charles  Knickerbocker 

Charles  Crawford 
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John  Long 
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THE  BEST  OF  EVERYTHING 
TO  ALL  OUR  FRIENDS 

H.  J.  GRIFFITH  THEATRES,  INC. 

H.  J.  GRIFFITH  W.  G.  McKINNEY 

HAROLD  HARRIS  ALFRED  LOHMAN 

And  All  Our  Managers 

306  Commerce  Building 
3525  Broadway 


I YULETIDE  GREETINGS  I 

I UNIVERSAL  FILM  EXCHANGE  I 


I 

I 


JOE  GARRISON,  District  Manager 
G.  C.  PARSONS,  Branch  Manager 
RALPH  A.  MORROW  LARRY  KLEIN 

TOMMY  THOMPSON  IS  DAYNOSKY 

IS  BEISER  JOHN  A.  KANE  | 

LES  DURLAND  f 
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J^ATIONAL  Theatre  Supply  reports  the 
sale  of  plastic  screens  to  the  Nomar, 
Wichita.  Kas.;  Ray  Minor’s  Ralston, 
Moran,  Kas.;  Cozy,  Ottawa,  Kas.;  Pic,  lola, 
Kas.;  Hollyrood,  Hollyrood,  Kas.;  Arcade, 
Holton,  Kas.  The  Mecca,  Russell,  Kas., 
is  installing  new  generators,  lamps  and 
pedestals.  The  Princess  at  Aurora,  Mo., 
has  purchased  new  projection  . . . “Let 
George  Do  It,”  English  film  being  dis- 
tributed here  by  Jim  Poland,  was  sneak 
previewed  at  the  Fox  Lin  wood. 

The  Metro  Club  will  give  H.  P.  Wolf- 
berg,  district  manager  who  shifts  to  St. 
Louis,  Indianapolis  and  Cincinnati,  a 
farewell  party  on  December  23  at  a down- 
town spot.  It  will  be  a Xmas  party  . . . 
Woody  Walker,  Metro  booker,  was  on  the 
sick  list  ...  In  case  you’re  wondering, 
that’s  a mustache  Richard  Salk,  Mono- 
gram booker,  is  growing. 

Believe  It  or  Not:  Leland  Allen,  booker 
for  Commonwealth,  was  en  route  to  St. 
Louis  late  the  other  night  with  Mrs.  Allen 
and  another  couple  when  the  car  struck 
a board  and  blew  out  a tire.  They  put 
on  the  spare  and  continued  on  their  way. 
About  35  miles  from  St.  Louis,  at  2;  30  or 
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so  a.  m.,  another  tire  went  down.  There 
were  no  houses  around;  it  was  35  miles 
in  to  St.  Louis.  The  situation  called  for 
emergency  action,  so  the  four  flagged  the 
first  car  that  came  along — and  it  stopped. 
In  it  were  two  cattlemen.  They  admitted 
they  wouldn’t  have  done  it  if  there  hadn’t 
been  four  in  the  group. 

On  the  Row:  Louis  Sos7ia,  Moberly,  Mo., 
and  Sam  Sosna,  Manhattan,  Kas.;  Harold 
Gibbons,  New,  Wichita,  Kas.  . . . Mort  Van 
Praag,  former  Kansas  Citia7i,  now  district 
manager  for  NSS-AAA,  was  on  the  Row 
last  week  . . . The  Newman  is  playing  Cab 
Calloway  at  Xmas. 

Nelson  Burrus,  who  used  to  have  charge 
of  the  advertising  accessories  department 
at  Paramount,  now  is  working  in  the  ac- 
counting department  at  Warner  Bros.  . . . 
What’s  happened  to  George  Werts  of  the 
Mainstreet,  Beloit,  Kas.?  He  hasn’t  been 
on  the  Row  for  a long  time  . . . M.  S. 
Heath,  Plaza,  Liberty,  Mo.,  was  on  the 
Row  this  week. 

Variety  Club  has  adopted  15  Xmas  fam- 
ilies and  Secretary  Arthur  Cole  is  dele- 
gating responsibility  for  seemg  what  they 
need  and  taking  care  of  details,  to  various 
people  071  the  Row  . . . The  dinner  for 
Joe  Manfre,  Paramount  branch  manager 
who  goes  to  Des  Moines  December  16,  drew 
the  largest  crowd  of  industry  folk  in  a 
long  time.  They  gave  Joe  a desk  set.  Bob 
Withers  of  Republic- Midwest  was  emcee. 
But  there  were  no  speeches.  Joe  Garrison 
of  Universal  had  to  tear  up  two,  after- 
ward, without  giving  them. 

We’ll  never  learn  to  understand  this  jive 
language.  Take  “Beat  Me,  Daddy,  Eight 
to  the  Bar,”  a platter  title  popular  in  the 
juke  joints  now  made  into  a two-reeler 
by  Universal.  Larry  Klein  says  he’s  hav- 
ing a lot  of  fun  with  it  . . . Universal  is 
holding  its  Xmas  party — for  employes — 
December  24  at  the  exchange  ...  In  the 
Scully  Scamper  at  the  Universal  exchange, 
the  only  shift  in  teams  this  week  was  that 
the  Kleins  moved  up  to  second,  replacing 
the  Sieves,  who  moved  to  third.  Kellys 
are  still  in  the  lead. 

Chewing  nails  is  no  figure  of  speech  at 
Warner  Bros.  They’re  really  chewing  them 
these  days,  in  the  interests  of  the  Sears 
drive — only  the  nails  really  are  pencils 
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Season's  Greetings 

FROM 

RUBE  MELCHER,  Popcorn  DistrHDutor 

HANDLING  THE  BEST  POPCORN  AND  FLAV-O-NUT  SEASONING 
GRand  0672  1717  Wyandotte  St. 

POPPERS'  SUPPLY  CO Kansas  City,  Mo. 


that  look  like  nails.  They  read  “Nail  down 
those  dates!  It’s  the  20th  year  for  Sears.” 

The  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  park  board  is 
considering  construction  of  a theatre  and 
band  shell  in  Swope  Park  at  a cost  of  $93,- 
000.  Competition  gets  keener. 

Sabu,  star  of  “Thief  of  Bagdad,”  made 
personal  appearances  at  the  Midland  here 
December  14.  Sabu  has  been  a visitor  here 
before.  In  connection  with  “Elephant  Boy” 
he  visited  Kansas  City  and  John  McManus, 
Midland  manager,  a couple  of  years  ago. 

A special  Santa  Fe  train  puffed  through 
Kansas  City  the  night  of  December  12  with 
a load  of  Warner  officials  and  newspaper 
men  enroute  to  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  for  the 
world  premiere  of  “Santa  Fe  Trail.”  The 
train  had  hit  cold  weather,  and  was  drip- 
ping icycles.  On  board  were  Mort  Blum- 
enstock,  coast  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity;  Gil  Golden  of  the  New  York  of- 
fice; Syd  Rechetnick,  home  office;  Ralph 
Budd,  personnel  director  at  the  home  of- 
fice, who  was  trainmaster  in  cowboy  cos- 
tume, and  Monroe  Rubinger,  Chicago  of- 
fice. At  the  train  to  chat  with  the  boys 
were  O.  W.  Williamson,  branch  manager 
here,  and  Harry  Gaffney,  salesman. 

Charley  Knickerbocker  of  20th-Fox  left 
this  week  to  spend  the  holidays  in  Los 
Angeles  with  his  father  and  mother  . . . 
Sarah  Swain  is  the  new  secretary  to  Homer 
Blackwell  at  Advertising  Accessories. 


Surrenders  to  Police 

Minneapolis  — Surrendering  voluntarily 
to  the  police,  George  E.  Murk,  president 
of  the  Minneapolis  Musicians’  union,  con- 
fessed that  he  was  the  driver  of  a hit-run 
car  which  critically  injured  a 72-year-old 
pedestrian.  Murk  was  booked  for  failing 
to  stop  after  an  accident  and  arraigned  in 
traffic  court  where  no  plea  was  entered. 
He  then  was  released  on  his  personal 
recognizance  to  appear  in  court  next  week. 


Harold  Lloyd  Buys  Story 

Hollywood — Harold  Lloyd  has  purchased 
“My  Favorite  Spy,”  a story  by  M.  Coates 
Webster  dealing  with  the  draft  army. 
Lloyd  will  produce  independently  with 
himself  in  the  starring  role. 


"Mad  Dog"  by  Columbia 

Hollywood — “Mad  Dog  of  Europe”  will 
be  produced  by  Columbia.  Alfred  Zeiss- 
ler  and  Lee  Garmes  have  been  assigned 
to  co-direct. 


KAYCEE 
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Kansas  City  Trade 
Honors  J.  T.  Manfre 


Nine  in  Omaha  Aid 
Variety  Food  Show 


Kansas  City — One  of  the  largest  crowds 
ever  to  gather  in  the  local  Variety  Club 
quarters  turned  out  in  blustery  winter 
weather  Monday  night  to  honor  J.  T.  Man- 
fre, Paramount  exchange  manager,  with  a 
testimonial  dinner  on  the  eve  of  his  de- 
parture to  manage  the  Des  Moines  branch 
of  the  same  company.  Ray  Copeland,  Des 
Moines  manager,  becomes  manager  of  the 
local  branch. 

Notable  for  its  lack  of  formal  speeches, 
the  dinner  was  highlighted  by  the  pre- 
sentation to  Manfre  of  a valuable  pen  desk 
set.  Robert  F.  Withers,  Republic-Midwest 
manager,  who  headed  the  testimonial  com- 
jnittee,  made  the  presentation.  He  paid 
tribute  to  Manfre  and  his  activity  in  be- 
half of  Paramount  here  for  many  years. 
Jay  Means,  Variety  Club  president,  praised 
Manfre’s  record,  and  read  the  following 
poem  he  had  composed  in  honor  of  the 
guest ; 

My  old  friend,  Joe  is  troin’  away 
To  the  land  where  the  tall  corn  arrows. 

He’s  really  swell,  and  I wish  him  well 
Mong-s’t  those  Iowa  so  and  so’s. 

He  can  start  all  new,  happily  too. 

Selling:  hi.s  blocks  of  five; 

He  can  toss  the  bull  p-lentiful 
Like  nobody  else  alive. 

No  one  there  to  call  his  hand 
As  in  poker,  he’ll  say  “I  stay;” 

Joe’s  good  for  a stand  in  any  land, 

So  why  not  Iowa? 

While  the  b<»ys  in  K.  C.  will  miss  you,  Joe, 

Be  assured  as  you  say  farewell 

That  we’ll  watch  you  closely 

As  the  years  g:o  by 

And  will  always  wish  you  well. 


JOE  MANFRE 


C.  E.  Esterle,  Frank  Cassil,  Ed  Haas,  Wm. 
G.  Formby,  W.  E.  Anderson,  Leo  Snitz, 
Sheldon  Shumow,  Irving  Heistner,  Leon 
Abrams,  Jay  Means,  Ben  Shlyen,  George 
Baker. 

F.  E.  Ritter,  E.  D.  Flake,  Charles  Greg- 
ory, Joe  Maguire,  Bill  Warner,  Stanley  W. 
Goldberg,  Beverly  Miller,  Max  E.  Barewin, 
E.  E.  Jameson,  C.  H.  Potter,  A.  H.  Chaffee, 
Earl  Ogan,  Chester  Hylton,  Charles 
Knickerbocker. 

A.  H.  Cole,  R.  Finkelstein,  I.  Kirkham, 
T.  R.  Thompson,  Frank  Meyn,  H.  H.  Ren- 
fro, C.  P.  Palermo,  Harry  Gaffney,  Harold 


Omaha — Nine  local  theatres  co-operated 
in  the  annual  Salvation  Army  food  show, 
sponsored  by  the  Omaha  Variety  Club. 
Eddie  Shafton  of  Variety  and  Regina  Mol- 
seed,  RKO  booker,  handled  the  details. 

Film  exchanges  supplied  the  film,  Glenn 
Rogers  and  Charlie  McCarthy  the  delivery 
service,  theatre  employes  and  members  of 
Local  343,  lATSE,  their  time.  Participat- 
ing were  the  Brandeis,  Mort  H.  Singer  cir- 
cuit: Avenue,  Dundee  and  Military,  Ralph 
D.  Goldberg  circuit;  Roseland,  Sam  Ep- 
stein circuit;  Muller,  Larry  Grobeck; 
Minne  Lusa,  Elmer  Huhnke;  Muse,  Harry 
Watts:  North  Star,  J.  Erie  Kirk. 


Heilman,  Zack  Beiser,  Bill  Forrest,  C.  A. 
Scholtz,  George  W.  Hinton,  Leo  Finkel- 
stein, John  Graham. 

Ward  Scott,  Sam  Abend,  R.  Salk,  Jack 
Shriner,  Frank  Hensler,  O.  K.  Mason,  R. 
R.  Biechele,  Grover  Parsons,  Paul  Hannon, 
J.  H.  States,  Bill  Wagner,  H.  J.  Griffith, 
Jack  Barnett,  Lee  Jones,  Jerry  Zigmond, 
Jim  Lewis,  Bob  Riddle. 

Elmer  Sedin,  R.  C.  LiBeau,  Gus  Kubit- 
zki,  Roy  Young,  E.  S.  Jones,  W.  C.  Dayno- 
sky,  George  Blackwell,  R.  C.  Borg,  Sam 
Naster,  A.  R.  Zimmer,  Ralph  Morrow,  Joe 
Garrison,  William  Benjamin. 

Telegrams  of  best  wishes  were  received 
from  E.  C.  Rhoden,  Lon  Cox,  Senn  Lawler, 
Harry  McClure,  Ed  Durwood,  Peck  Baker, 
Bill  Lansburg  and  Don  Woods. 


A scroll,  signed  by  those  attending  the 
dinner,  was  presented  to  Manfre.  The 
names,  as  taken  in  order  from  the  scroll, 
were; 

Norris  B.  Cresswell,  W.  Bradfield,  Nat 
Hechtman,  Homer  Blackwell,  Jack  Gregory, 
Walt  Lambader,  E.  L.  Harris,  W.  A.  Por- 
ter, L.  P.  Klein,  Tom  Edwards,  George 
Fuller,  G.  W.  Harttmann,  Harry  Wheeler. 

Walt  Clark,  D.  G.  McKinney,  Woodie 
Walker,  Robert  F.  Withers,  John  Scott, 


MERRY  XMAS 


and 


I The  Best  to  You  in  1941 

f:  From  the  House  That  Handles 
Only  THE  BEST 

MISSOURI 

THEATRE  SUPPLY 

115  W.  18th  St.  GR.  2864 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

L.  J.  Kimbriel  - Mary  Lou  Collins 


The  St.  Louis  Amusement  Company  Signs  Up 
With  United  Film  Ad  Service,  Inc.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  to  Use  United's  BnjoadocuUl 

Motion  Picture  Advertising  Films  Exclusively. 


Hundreds  of  Exhibitors,  both  circuit  and  independent,  throughout 
22  states  are  taking  in  thousands  of  dollars  of  extra  net  profit  every 
year  through  their  arrangements  with  UNITED.  Phone,  wire,  or 
write  for  the  best  screen  advertising  proposition  in  the  industry. 


UNITED  FILM  AD  SERVICE,  INC. 

2449  Charlotte  Street  Telephone:  HArrison  5840 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

Direct  Wires:  Western  Union  and  Postal 
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Santa  Fe  Trail 
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Santa  Fe  Trail,  if  you  ask  Boxoffice  & 
Co.,  has  ice  on  both  ends  and  hills  in  the 
middle. 

We  shoveled  our  way  out  of  scads  of 
work  all  day  Thursday  and  then  had  to 
plow  through  drifts  of  snow  and  ice  that 
evening  to  get  out  of  town.  Being  happy, 
philosophical  souls  we  pounded  merrily  on 
south  thinking  we’d  get  out  of  the  cold 
weather  almost  any  minute  . . . hit  Kaycee, 
the  home  of  Boxoffice,  and  were  sorry  we 
didn’t  have  time  to  pull  that  latchstring 
Editor  Formby  tells  us  in  always  out  down 
there. 

After  three  drinks,  we  mean  winks,  in 
Pittsburgh,  Kas.,  we  plowed  on  to  Tucum- 
cari.  New  Mexico  . . . down  to  here,  the 
only  warm  part  of  the  trip  was  the  glow 
we  got  while  reading  the  hot-shot  columns 
and  comments  which  the  unexpectedly 
literary  Filmrowers  so  kindly  heaped  upon 
us  (see  next  week’s  Boxoffice). 

Passing  Dee’s  Bar  (the  oldest  in  the 
southwest)  at  Santa  Rosa  with  nary  a 
twinge,  we  whooped  on  down  the  ice-cov- 
ered Santa  Fe  trail,  slipping  and  sliding, 
gayly  determined  to  reach  the  pre-pre- 
miere festivities  at  Santa  Fe  that  eve.  But 
ice  makes  the  plans  of  men  go  astray  oft. 
In  the  middle  of  our  crawl  up  a long  hill, 
we  were  flagged  to  a standstill  by  a youth 
with  a flashlight  who  was  acting  on  orders 
of  a not-too-bright  cop  officiating  over  an 
accident  at  the  top  of  the  incline  . . . then 
we  discovered  we  couldn’t  go  forward  at  all 
. . . & Co.  started  to  back  down  the  hill 
crab-fashion,  etc.,  until  Boxoffice  noticed 
the  yawning  drop-offs  on  either  side  . . . 
all  hands  were  immediately  ordered  over- 
board. Cop  yelled  down  hill:  “Git  that  car 
outa  the  middle  of  the  road.”  Lady-like, 
refined  Boxoffice  yells  back;  “Get  it  off 
yourself.”  Cop  balks.  Car  sits.  Tow  truck 
finally  appears  and  gets  car  out  of  precar- 
ious spot.  Boxoffice  & Co.  sleep  in  Santa 
Rosa  (not  the  jailhouse,  either). 

Chains,  cleverly  put  on  backwards  by 
another  brilliant  citizen  of  Santa  Rosa  just 
to  gouge  holes  in  those  fine  new  tires  we 
got  from  lies  & McKinney  & Wolf,  carried 
us  to  the  end  of  the  Santa  Fe  Trail  Satur- 
day. 

Adobe  Huts  and  Warner  Boys 

We  wind  down  and  around  through 
adobe  huts  and  come  out  at  a larger  adobe 
hut  ( La  Fonda  Hotel ) where  we  sort 
through  a number  of  dutch-bobbed  Nava- 
jos  until  we  find  a few  of  the  Warner  boys 
in  rooms  118,  128,  and  130.  Tom  Foudy, 
wearing  something  borrowed  (cowhand 
clothes)  and  something  new  (a  saddle- 
sore  limp),  took  us  in  hand.  After  rescu- 
ing our  tickets  to  this  and  tickets  to  that, 
Tom  waxed  loquacious  over  a couple  of 
Swiss-esses.  We  discovered  (1)  that  the 
source  of  the  saddle-sore  limp  was  not  a 
bronco  but  a Buick  that  bucked  Tom  off 
the  Santa  Fe  Trail  near  Albuquerque.  (2) 
That  Tom  just  recently  slipped  away  from 
Slip  Madigan  to  ballyhoo  glamour  for  War- 
ners instead  of  gridders  for  St.  Mary’s. 
(3)  That  Tom’s  the  fellow  we’ve  been  read- 
ing about  in  bed  via  Tom  Mean’s  PM 
column. 

Carlisle  Jones,  one-time  Lincoln,  Neb., 
Packard  salesman,  and  Irving  Rubine 
stopped  around  to  doff  their  sombreros  for 
Warner  Bros.  . . . Jean  Parker’s  red  hair 
was  making  a bid  for  attention  at  the  bar, 
but  it  was  no  go  for  Boxoffice  & Co.  when 
they  discovered  a tableful  of  nice  exhibi- 
tors and  things  over  in  the  corner. 

Eddie  Ward  of  the  Silco  Theatres  and 
Mayor  of  Silver  City,  New  Mexico,  greeted 
us  with  a glad  hand  like  a true  westerner 
and  declared  himself  to  be  an  ardent  Box- 


office  Mag  fan.  Eddie  rolls  his  own  on 
wheat  straw  papers  and  told  us  how  lick- 
ing the  things  made  offering  one  to  a 
lady  a little  embarrassing.  Eddie  made  us 
promise  to  visit  him  in  Silver  City  and 
gave  us  a signed  (non-transferable)  rain 
check  on  a drink  when  we  hit  town. 

Harry  Friedel,  Metro  manager  in  Den- 
ver, asked  about  Jack  and  Lois  Kennedy 
in  DM  and  said  he’d  been  there  just  a few 
weeks  ago  . . . DM  is  Harry’s  home  town. 
Mildred  Friedel  said  she  really  had  made 
yippee  on  the  train  in  a big  way  and  was 
having  a wonderful  time. 

Charles  R.  Gilmour,  president  of  the 
Gibraltar  Enterprises,  and  another  Den- 
verite, didn’t  know  whether  to  feel  flat- 
tered or  not  when  Boxoffice  decided  he 
looked  like  Mike  Cowles  of  the  R&T.  Harry 
Huffman  of  the  Fox  holdings  in  Denver 
was  wandering  in  and  out  among  the 
Navajos,  too  . . . Bernie  Hiens  of  the  Den- 
ver in  Denver,  Colo.,  ought  to  be  found 
first  if  a nationwide  search  for  the  coun- 
try’s handsomest  theatre  manager  were 
launched  . . . Bernie’s  pretty  wife,  Edna, 
looks  very  well  on  his  arm. 

Off  for  the  Premiere 

After  melting  off  the  ice  of  travel  and 
donning  their  store  clothes,  Boxoffice  & 
Co.  took  off  for  the  premiere.  Warners 
forgot  to  provide  an  escort  but  the  ultra- 
polite  Santa  Fe  cops  practically  held  our 
hands  all  the  way  to  the  Lensic  Theatre. 
Anything  can  happen,  and  anyone  can  be 
expected  to  show  up  at  a premiere.  Five 
minutes  out  front  at  the  theatre  and  Keith 
Wilson  of  Omaha  comes  along  sans  Mrs. 
Keith  ...  He  tells  us  that  Veda  Oldfield  is 
there  sans  Barney,  ’cause  he’s  in  the  army 
now.  Sam  Clark  pins  a Santa  Fe  deputy 
sheriff’s  badge  on  & Co.  (who  stealthily 
removed  it  inside  the  Lensic,  being  al- 
lergic to  badges).  Marty  Weiser,  the  guy 
with  the  greatest  imagination  in  the  world, 
comes  along  with  an  empty  white  fur  coat. 
Monroe  Rubinger  stopped  and  admitted 
that  he’s  afraid  to  weigh  himself.  Inside 
we  saw  Santa  Fe  patrons  rock  themselves 
in  rocking  chairs  while  they  watched  Errol 
Flynn  rock  along  in  a saddle  for  “Santa  Fe 
Trail.” 

After  the  premiere,  we  rode  from  the 
Seth  Hall  Ball  to  the  covered  wagon  bar 
of  the  special  train,  sitting  on  a highway 
patrolman’s  boots  in  the  back  of  a patrol 
car  corraled  by  Monroe  Rubinger  in  lieu 
of  a taxi. 

The  covered  wagon,  of  course,  was  a 
fancy  imitation  in  the  best  Hollywood  style 
. . . the  ceiling  of  one  of  the  cars  in  the 
Hollywood  train  draped  with  canvas  and 
lighted  with  lanterns  to  look  like  the  in- 
side of  a covered  wagon.  Old  shotguns 
hung  on  the  walls  and  signs  suggesting 
that  we  drink  “Flynn  Gin.” 

Everybody  was  working  very  hard  at  be- 
ing very  happy  . . . Bob  Taplinger  pranced 
at  the  lead  of  a prowling  string  band, 
abandoning  his  drum  majoring  long 
enough  when  he  saw  Boxoffice  & Co.  to 
ask  them  if  they  could  get  away  from  DM 
in  February  for  a visit  to  the  coast  (the 
answer  is  “NO”)  . . . Charlie  Einfeld  and 
the  Mrs.  toured  the  train  out-personality- 
ing  the  screen  personalities  floating  around 
the  cars  . . . We  noted  with  great  interest 
that  Monroe  Rubinger  no  longer  prefers 
milk  . . . Marty  Weiser  gave  Boxoffice  a 
little  patriotic  lapel  button  she  admired, 
and  after  fastening  it  securely  claimed  it 
was  his  fraternity  pin  . . . Sam  Clark  wan- 
dered around  smiling  aimlessly  . . . Errol 
Flynn  may  be  a swashbuckling  adventurer 
on  and  off  the  screen,  but  he  looks  anemic 
and  milktoasty  to  us  . . . cracked  Johnny 


Oppose  Reopening  of 
Gayety  as  "Grind" 


Minneapolis — Granting  of  a license  for 
operation  of  the  Gayety  as  a dime  sub- 
sequent-run dual-feature  house  was  op- 
posed before  the  city  council  license  com- 
mittee by  five  exhibitors  in  the  same  dis- 
trict who  claim  it  already  is  considerably 
overseated. 

Harry  Dryer,  who  operates  the  Bijou  a 
half-block  distant,  pointed  out  he  was 
keeping  another  theatre  next  door,  the 
Lyra,  dark  because  business  conditions  do 
not  warrant  its  being  open.  A motion  to 
grant  the  license  was  defeated  by  a tie 
vote,  three  to  three,  but  the  matter  will 
come  before  the  committee  again. 

Irving  Gillman,  ovmer  of  the  Crystal  in 
the  same  district,  seeks  the  license.  The 
theatre  formerly  was  utilized  for  bur- 
lesque. 


Ping  Pong  Tournaments 
Occupying  Omaha  Row 

Omaha — Ping  pong  is  the  rage  of  Film- 
row  here,  with  employes  of  three  ex- 
changes battling  furiously  in  two  tourna- 
ments. Participating  are  Metro,  Warner 
and  Paramount  layouts. 

In  the  men’s  tourney,  Bill  Haarmann, 
Paramount,  plays  the  winner  of  the  Milt 
Swift,  WB-James  Fischer,  M-G-M,  match. 
Wayne  Stephenson,  Paramount,  plays  Leo 
Dudley,  M-G-M,  after  beating  Howard 
Clark,  M-G-M.  Cliff  Norene,  Paramount, 
plays  Bill  Ruthhart,  M-G-M,  after  Bill 
beat  Tom  Kenyon,  Paramount.  Leon  Men- 
delson,  the  pride  of  Warner,  plays  the 
winner  of  the  Ross  Anderson,  WB-Charley 
Lieb,  M-G-M,  match. 

In  the  women’s  tourney,  Florence  White- 
book,  M-G-M,  plays  the  winner  of  the 
Marie  Gamerl,  WB-Reva  Malashock, 
M-G-M,  game.  Dorothy  Haulman,  WB, 
plays  Dorothy  McGahan,  Paramount,  after 
besting  Helen  Baum,  M-G-M.  Peggy  Bragg, 
WB,  beat  Virginia  Staroski,  M-G-M,  and 
now  plays  Hester  Edwards,  Paramount, 
who  defeated  Elaine  Anderson,  M-G-M. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  a tournament 
to  include  any  and  all  persons  on  Daven- 
port Street  interested  in  the  game.  Please 
contact  Tom  Kenyon,  Paramount,  or  the 
Omaha  representative  of  Boxoffice. 


"Peace  on  Earth"  Again 

Hollywood — “Peace  on  Earth,”  the  one- 
reel  Technicolor  cartoon  made  and  re- 
leased a year  ago  by  Metro,  is  to  be  re- 
leased again  during  the  holiday  season 
by  the  company. 


Weissmuller  to  a fellow  carrying  a fur  coat 
down  the  aisle:  “Thas  a nice  doggy,  save 
me  one  of  the  pups,  will  ya?” 

At  four  a.  m.,  Boxoffice  rejoiced  be- 
cause she  had  resisted  numerous  impulses 
to  tell  off  the  guy  who  had  ogled  her  so 
rudely  all  evening  ...  he  turned  out  to  be 
the  only  man  available  when  Marty  Weiser 
wanted  someone  to  drive  Boxoffice  & Co. 
back  to  the  hotel  . . . the  string  band  rode 
along  and  almost  changed  our  minds  about 
going  to  Mexico  with  some  very  sour,  very 
snozzola  serenading. 
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THE  Omaha  representative  of  Boxoffice 
takes  this  opportunity  to  wish  exhibi- 
tors and  Pilmites  in  the  Omaha  trade  area 
a very  Merry  Christmas  and  standing  room 
only  for  1941. — M.  D.  . . . Also,  we  hope 
Santa  Claus  makes  up  his  list  from  the 
following  suggestions: 

J.  P.  Frank,  Harvard,  Neb.,  and  Max 
Rosenblatt,  National  Screen,  would  like  a 
pair  of  horses.  Vern  wants  one  of  those 
show  horses  and  Max  says  he’ll  take  a 
winner  at  Ak-Sar-Ben  . . . Carl  Parsons, 
Avon,  Keota,  la.,  and  L.  A.  Bramson,  State, 
Elk  Point,  S.  D.,  would  appreciate  some  of 
thoses  magnetic  golf  balls  that  never  fail 
to  find  the  cup  . . . Henry  Rehfield,  Iowa, 
Bloomfield,  la.,  wants  a fish  pole. 

Sam  Stern,  Capitol  Pictures,  wants  a 
500-seat  theatre  to  show  friends  motion 
pictures  of  his  two  sons,  Arnold  and  How- 
ard . . . Laurence  Burkey,  Ritz,  Deshler, 
Neb.,  would  like  to  have  Boxoffice  issued 
twice  a week.  If  you  can’t  do  that,  then 
make  it  a rod  and  reel  . . . Norm  Nielsen, 
RKO  salesman,  needs  a new  pipe  ...  If 
you  need  a substitute,  dress  up  Gus  Harms 
of  Scott-Ballantyne  in  a costume.  He’d 
make  a dandy  Santa! 

Swain  A.  Madsen,  Warner  booker,  and 
Voight  B.  Trent,  Metro  office  manager, 
say  they’ll  take  a new  first  name  of 
Christmas,  if  possible  . . . Ted  Mendenhall, 
Paramount  boss,  wants  a new  set  of  oars 
for  his  rowboat  . . . Mike  Roskopf  of  Mar- 
shalltown, la.,  is  a music  lover  and  would 
like  a radio  . . . Earl  Kerr,  Iowa  circuit 
operator,  wants  a ticket  to  the  Rose  Bowl 
game. 

Harry  Lefholtz,  Republic  salesman, 
would  like  music  books  for  three  singing 
granddaughters.  Harry’s  three  singing 
daughters  gave  up  fame  for  marriage  . . . 
Bob  Adler,  Columbia,  wants  his  layout  to 
be  known  as  Arizona  exchange  from  now 
on  . . . Vern  Hagemann,  Waverly,  la.,  and 
Olin  Fosse,  Ridgeway,  la.,  want  a pail  of 
minnows  and  a fishing  trip  . . . Fritz  Lar- 
gen.  Lyric,  Creighton,  Neb.,  would  like  a 
work  bench  and  “not  less  than  one  mil- 
lion tools.” 

Edward  Zorn,  Benkelman,  Neb.,  wants 
some  more  big  publicity  for  his  town.  Last 
fall  the  governor  of  a neighboring  state 
made  a political  talk  there  by  mistake  . . . 
Rubel  Hutchings,  Allen,  Neb.,  says  work  is 
his  hobby.  Bring  him  a 25-hour  day  so  he 
can  get  more  work  done,  he  says  . . . Paul 
Walter,  Ritz,  Eldon,  la.,  wants  a season’s 
swimming  pass  good  next  summer,  not 
now. 

Mike  Moran,  Heartwell,  Neb.,  wants  a 
theatre  for  his  town.  Right  now  the  Strand 
there  is  being  used  for  dances  . . . Fran 
Williams  of  Fox  would  like  to  plan  next 
year’s  vacation  trip  now.  Something  like  a 
trip  around  the  world  will  be  fine  . . . Har- 
riett Wolsky  of  United  Artists  says  not  to 
make  her  Christmas  present  too  expensive, 
because  she’ll  expect  a wedding  present 
soon  . . . Charlie  Lieb  of  Metro  wants  an 
extra  heavy  ping  pong  paddle  that  also 
can  be  used  for  spanking  a baby. 

Murrel  Simpson,  Palace,  Clearwater, 
Neb.,  needs  a new  baton  to  lead  his  band 
. . . Tom  Kenyon  of  Paramount  and  A. 
Burrus,  Crete,  Neb.,  would  enjoy  a fishing 
trip  to  Florida,  I’m  sure  . . . Carl  White  of 
Quality  Theatre  Supply  would  like  some- 
thing in  exchange  for  the  boil  on  his  neck 
. . . Karl  Silkebakken,  Odebolt,  la.,  wants 
a book  on  teaching  a baby  to  operate  a 
projection  machine  . . . Make  it  a big  box 
of  cigars  for  Charlie  Williams,  prexy  of 
MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  western  Iowa. 


Reopening  Hinges  on 
Approval  of  Lease 


Minneapolis — Reopening  of  the  4,000- 
seat  Minnesota  Theatre  with  vaudeville 
and  independent  feature  photoplays  hinges 
upon  creditors’  approval  of  a lease  to  the 
Middle  States  Corp.  of  Milwaukee  and  the 
latter’s  ability  to  negotiate  satisfactory 
deals  with  the  musicians,  stage  hands  and 
booth  operators  unions.  The  theatre  now 
is  in  bankruptcy  and  the  trustees  ap- 
pointed by  the  U.  S.  referee,  including  Gor- 
don Greene,  former  manager,  have  recom- 
mended that  the  lease  be  made.  It  would 
provide  for  a four-month  trial  operation 
with  an  option  for  five  years. 

Charles  L.  Schwerin  heads  the  Middle 
States  Corp.  which  now  operates  the  River- 
side Theatre,  Milwaukee,  with  vaudeville 
and  motion  pictures.  E.  J.  Weisfeldt  is 
general  manager. 

Because  of  the  high  operating  cost  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  relinquished 
the  Minnesota  Theatre  nearly  two  years 
ago.  The  owners  themselves  tried  to 
operate  it  recently  with  vaudeville  and  in- 
dependent pictures  during  a 25-week  per- 
iod and  the  venture  proved  unsuccessful. 
When  they  were  unable  to  obtain  a tenant 
for  the  theatre  the  owners  a short  while 
ago  filed  a petition  in  involuntary  bank- 
ruptcy. However,  the  trustees,  appointed 
by  the  court  to  determine  its  disposition, 
have  found  one. 


Council  Bluffs  Broadway 
Suffers  Fire  Damage 

Omaha — An  extensive  fire  caused  dam- 
age estimated  at  $30,000  to  the  Broadway 
Theatre  in  Council  Bluffs,  la.,  just  across 
the  Mis.souri  River  from  Omaha. 

Manager  Earl  Kerr  said  damage  was 
confined  largely  to  the  stage,  sound  equip- 
ment and  cooling  equipment.  The  audi- 
torium and  booth  suffered  smoke  and 
water  damage. 

The  fire  was  attributed  to  a short  cir- 
cuit and  broke  out  in  an  electric  switch 
room  under  the  stage,  spreading  quickly 
throughout  the  entire  backstage  portion  of 
the  theatre.  An  asbestos  curtain  kept  the 
flames  from  spreading  to  the  auditorium. 

Ammonia  gas  fumes  hindered  fighting 
the  fire.  The  heat  caused  the  ammonia 
tank  of  the  cooling  system  to  explode. 
The  building  proper  was  not  damaged, 
since  it  is  fireproof. 

Kerr  told  Boxoffice  it  would  take  about 
three  weeks  to  get  the  theatre  back  in 
operation. 


Proposed  Bomber  Plant 
Cheers  Omaha  Trade 

Omaha — Exhibitors  in  and  near  Omaha 
are  jubilant  over  an  announcement  by 
army  officials  that  a $10,000,000  bomber 
plant  will  be  built  and  operated  at  Fort 
Crook,  about  five  miles  south  of  Omaha, 
to  employ  about  25,000  men. 

Indications  point  to  a boom,  especially 
in  South  Omaha  and  the  area  between 
South  Omaha  and  Fort  Crook.  Officials 
believe  large  housing  projects  may  be  built 
in  the  area. 

South  Omaha  now  is  served  by  Sam 
Epstein’s  two  theatres,  the  Roseland  and 
Tivoli.  Port  Crook  also  is  near  Platts- 
mouth.  Neb.,  which  will  benefit  Guy  Grif- 
fin’s theatres  there. 


A Spot  for  Glenn  Miller 

Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox  has  signed 
Glenn  Miller  and  his  orchestra  for  a fea- 
tured spot  in  “Great  American  Broadcast.” 


IIL  HI  M C CO)  IL  M 

MOTES  from  a Santa  Fe-bound  wander- 
ing wife:  Uncle  Samuel  wouldn’t  allow 
Barney  Oldfield  to  take  the  Warner’s 
“Santa  Fe  Trail”  trip,  so  his  better  half 
(that’s  me)  was  elected.  Keith  Wilson  of 
the  Omaha  World-Herald  and  I left  frau 
and  spouse  at  the  station  and  barely  made 
the  train  out  of  Omaha.  We  likewise  didn’t 
have  much  to  spare  in  Kansas  City  . . . 
Warner  gang  was  very  nice.  Monroe  Ru- 
binger,  the  Yale  man,  saw  to  me  plenty.  He 
used  to  make  Lincoln  regularly  before  he 
was  moved  to  Chicago,  and  bribe  my  hus- 
band with  fried  chicken. 

We  went  through  Dodge  City  so  early  in 
the  morning,  none  of  the  vets  of  that  first 
Warner  junket  were  up  to  see  what  was  left 
of  the  place  . . . Joined  the  Hollywood 
train  at  Lamy,  N.  M.,  and  became  a 17-car 
special  from  that  point  into  Santa  Fe  . . . 
Two  former  Lincoln  people  were  on  the 
spree,  Mary  Mason  of  NBC  in  Washington, 
and  Carlisle  Logan  Jojies,  one-time  auto 
salesman  still  waxing  eloquent  about 
streamlining  of  the  Ami  Sheridan,  Rita 
Hayworth  and  Jane  Wyman  variety. 

Nancy  Carroll  was  along,  and  gee,  is  she 
fat  (spoken  just  like  a woman  who  has 
lost  three  pounds)  . . . Rita  Hayworth,  in 
a red  wig,  fooled  everybody,  which  goes  to 
show,  much  to  my  surprises,  that  men  do 
actually  look  at  the  faces  of  those  fair- 
figured  movie  gals,  after  all  . . . Taken  to 
Santa  Fe  Lodge,  which  rivals  that  one  up 
in  Idaho,  we  were  given  a chance  to  skate, 
ski  or  toboggan.  Took  the  latter,  because 
I preferred  sitting  down  under  my  own 
volition,  rather  than  stumble  as  some  of 
the  others  did  and  leave  it  all  to  the  law 
of  gravity. 

This  town  has  everything  in  theatres. 
One  is  called  the  Paris  (way  down  here 
where  Hitler’s  going  to  find  it  tough  to 
get);  another  more  typically  titled,  the 
Burro  Alley;  and  the  third,  the  Lensic,  ar- 
rived at  by  taking  the  first  letter  of  the 
first  names  of  each  of  the  owner’s  six 
daughters  . . . Lucius  Beebe  spent  most  of 
his  time  on  the  trip  riding  in  the  cab  of 
the  engine.  A look  at  his  shirts  made  me 

feel  at  home.  He  and  Barney  must  be  cut 

from  the  same  horse -blanket. 

* * » 

And  on  the  home  front:  Went  to  an 
M-G-M  screening  in  Omaha  the  other 
night.  “Philadelphia  Story,”  at  request  of 
Harry  Shumow.  who  incidentally  is  25 

years  married,  December  22  . . . Sat  right 
behind  a very  good-looking  blonde,  who 
turns  out  to  be  M-G-M’s  dazzling  Dane, 
Hazel  Anderson  . . . Was  perturbed  by 
news  that  Evert  Cummings  had  lost  his 
doorman  at  the  Orpheum  and  was  trying 
to  hire  Barney,  mostly  because  he  has  a 
uniform  that  fits.  Imagine  him  working 
with  all  those  usherettes! 

Howard  Federer  was  trying  to  arrange 
some  novelty  Xmas  greeting  trailers  this 
week  in  military  motif,  but  the  cost  was 
excessive.  He  and  Hank  Keller  did  Filmrow 
toaether,  and  came  home  frayed  at  the 
edges  . . . Jules  Rachman  certainly  looks 
a lot  healthier,  ruddy  of  face,  and  seems 
to  be  doing  okay.  He  ought  to  remember 
an  old  friend  by  the  name  of  Harry  Swan- 
son, the  secretary  of  state  who  was  beaten 
by  eight  votes  in  the  last  election  and 
needs  consoling.  He  voted  to  allow  Jules 
his  freedom  from  the  pen. 

Gene  Shanahan  is  biting  his  nails  for 
fear  he  won’t  be  married  before  he  gets 
that  draft  questionnaire  . . . Izzy  Kuhl 
didn’t  mind  booking  “North  West  Mounted 
Police,”  but  says  he  balked  when  Para- 
mount tried  to  peddle  a colored  cartoon 
along  with  it. 
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Compliments  of  the  Season 

Warner  Bros. -First  National 

C.  K.  OLSON,  Branch  Manager 
FRANK  HANNON  HARRY  SCHIFFRIN 

LEON  MENDELSON  S.  A.  MADSEN 

ALICE  NEAL  BILL  WINK 
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I HOLIDAY  GREETINGS  I 
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From 

NATIONAL  SCREEN  SERVICE 
NATIONAL  SCREEN  ACCESSORIES 
ADVERTISING  ACCESSORIES,  INC. 


1508  Davenport  Street 

Izadore  Sokolof  M.  M.  Rosenblatt 
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Christmas  Cheer 
and  Joy  During  the  Year 

linite!)  SrtiStJi 

D.  V.  McLUCAS,  Branch  Manager 
LEO  J.  DOTY  E.  P.  PICKLER 

HARRY  R.  BARKER  JAY  SCHLANK 

ED  ROSTERMUNDT 


I WALTER  M.  GREEN  I 


and 

FEPCO  THEATRE 
ADVERTISERS 

221-223  North  16th  Street 
Send  You  and  Yours  the 
Season's  Greetings 
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FROM 
OMAHA'S 
FILM  ROW 


The  Season's  Best  Wishes 

METRO-GOLD  WYN-MAYER 
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HARRY  J.  SHUMOW, 

Branch  Manager 

1 

1 

V.  B.  TRENT 

FRED  THORTSEN 

1 

CARL  NEDLEY 

CHARLES  LIEB 

1 

4 

HOWARD  CLARK 

LOUIS  HELLBORN 

1 

1 

HAZEL  ANDERSEN 

BILL  RUTHHART 

I SEASON'S  GREETINGS  | 

from 

CAPITOL  PICTURES  | 

and 

BANK  NIGHT  ^ 

I MEYER  L.  STERN  SAMUEL  H.  STERN 

I JOE  FOLEY  i. 
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I Best  Wishes  for  the  New  Year 

RKO  Radio  Pictures 

CHING  ALLEN,  Branch  Manager 


JOE  SMITH 
NORMAN  NIELSEN 


BILL  MATTINGLY 
DAVE  KIMMEL 


REGINA  MOLSEED 
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FROM 
OMAHA'S 
FILM  ROW 
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A Merry  Christmas  and 


A Happy  New  Year 

Western  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

F.  A.  VAN  HUSAN,  President 
HOWARD  HARVEY  HAROLD  NEWMANN 

HARRY  COYNE 


MONOGRAM  PICTURES 

DISTRIBUTORS  OF  NEBRASKA 

and 

American  Distributing  Corp. 

Send  Holiday  Greetings 

SOL  FRANCIS  SOL  YEAGER 

JULES  RACHMAN 


Paramount  Pictures 

DISTRIBUTING  CO. 

Extends  Heartiest  Greetings 


A.  MENDENHALL,  Branch  Manager 


I 


B.  A.  TOMTE  BILL  HAARMANN 

C.  W.  WEEKS  G.  C.  KENYON 

E.  I,  RUBIN  WAYNE  STEPHENSON 

"£  i 
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A VERY  MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
AND  A TRULY  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 
from 

COLUMBIA  PICTURES 

JOE  H.  JACOBS,  Branch  Manager 
ELMER  DUNAS  JACK  ZIDE 

ROBERT  ADLER 

MAURICE  "SHACK"  SHACKLEFORD 


Gayest  Wishes  for  the  Year 

REPUBLIC  PICTURES 

Midwest,  Inc. 


CARL  REESE 
HARRY  LEFHOLTZ 


JOHNNY  McBRIDE 
BETTY  O'BRIEN 


L.  VON  DOLLEN 

THE  SEASON'S  GREETINGS 

20th  Century-Fox 

JOE  E.  SCOTT,  Branch  Manager 
HAROLD  P.  IRONFIELD  HARRY  LEVY 

GORDON  HALLORAN  JERRY  WEISFELDT 

HARRIS  KUNTZELMAN  T.  HILTON  FONDA,  jr. 

FRED  C.  MILLER 

THE  PERSONNEL  OF 

QUALITY  THEATRE  SUPPLY 
COMPANY 

1511  Davenport  Street 
SENDS  YOU  AND  YOURS 

A Very  Merry  Xmas 
and  a Happy  New  Year 


L.  HAMILTON,  former  owner  of  the 

’ Princess  and  other  theatres,  off  to 
California  and  may  make  his  home  there 
if  a proposed  deal  materializes  . . . Merle 
Potter,  Times-Trihune  film  editor,  attend- 
ed “Santa  Fe  Trail”  premiere  at  Santa 
Fe,  N.  M.  . . . Ben  Blotcky,  Paramount 
branch  manager  and  Twin  City  Variety 
chief  barker,  named  by  Mayor  George  E. 
Leach  as  member  of  Minneapolis  Greek 
Relief  Ass’n  . . . George  Kelly,  Twin  City 
Variety  head  waiter,  a grandfather.  Con- 
gratulations. 

A regular  reunion  was  held  between 
Boris  Morros,  Paramount  producer,  and 
C.  B.  Stiff,  Minneapolis-St.  Paul  city  man- 
ager of  first-run  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  houses,  when  the  former  came  to  town 
last  Saturday.  Stiff  gave  Morros  his  first 
job  in  the  United  States  some  16  years  ago 
shortly  after  the  latter  arrived  in  this 
country  with  a Russian  theatrical  troupe. 
At  a Iwicheoji  for  newspaper  and  radio 
men,  Morros  paid  a considerable  tribute 
to  Stiff,  declaring  that  he  owes  what- 
ever success  that  he  has  attained  hi  con- 
siderable part  to  the  present  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  executive.  “Mr.  Stiff  gave 
me  so  many  valuable  pointers,  helped  me 
so  much  and  was  so  encouraging  that  1 
feel  that  he  started  me  on  the  road  up- 
ward,” said  Morros. 

Phil  Dunas,  Columbia  district  manager, 
in  town  . . . Bill  Elson  made  a flying 
business  trip  to  Chicago.  Business  is  on 
an  upward  trend  at  his  Palace  . . . Many 
Twin  City  independent  exhibitors  plan  to 
close  their  houses  Christmas  eve  . . . 
■'We’re  Sell-ebrating  20  Years  for  Sears” 
read  signs  and  banners  in  the  Warner  ex- 
change, plugging  the  anniversary  sales 
drive  . . . Bud  Guttman  of  the  Harry 


in  Style  and  Comfort 

That's  the  thought  that  is  always  upper- 
most in  the  tiiin<l,«  of  those  who  attend 
you  at  Hotel  Fontenelle.  In  keeping  ivith 
this  policy,  the  management  is  constantly 
adding  new  features  for  your  comfort 
and  convenience.  The  Amber  Room  Cof- 
fee Shop,  the  King  Cole  Room,  and  the 
Black  Mirror- Bombay  Room  invite  you. 

HOTEL 


FONTENELLE 


Dickerman  circuit  reported  as  smitten 
with  a little  brunette  at  one  of  the  major 
exchanges. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls, 
Minn.;  Jack  Heywood,  New  Richmond, 
Wis.;  J.  M.  Rosvold,  Harmony,  Minn.; 
Charles  Vondra,  Mahnomen,  Minn.;  Harry 
Simon,  Walker,  Minn.;  Charles  Lyons, 
Aitkin,  Minn.;  Pete  DeFae,  Milbank,  S.  D.; 
Bill  Smith,  Menominee,  Wis.;  Jack  De- 
Mars,  Benson,  Minn.;  Mrs.  Ed  Peterson, 
Kassen,  Minn.;  J.  E.  McMillen,  Hayfield, 
Minn.;  A.  L.  Proseth,  Winthrop,  Minn.; 
and  Del  and  Abe  Gill,  Farmington,  Minn. 


Bill  Sears  has  two  stage  shows  in  suc- 
cession at  his  Orpheum — one  this  week 
headed  by  Gene  Krupa  and  the  other  next 
week  topped  by  Gertrude  Niesen  and  Ada 
Leonard  and  the  latter’s  all-girl  band  . . . 
Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.,  ex- 
hibitor, is  on  his  way  to  Los  Angeles  now. 
He’s  motoring  there,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  sister.  He’ll  visit  his  parents 
and  take  in  the  Rose  Bowl  football  game 
New  Year’s  day.  He’s  backing  Nebraska 
to  defeat  Stanford.  So  is  Abe  Kaplan, 
local  circuit  owner. 

Gilbert  Nathanson,  Republic  branch 
manager,  happy  because  the  Gene  Autry 
super,  “Melody  Ranch,”  is  living  up  to 
his  predictions  and  breaking  a number  of 
house  records  in  the  territory.  He  screen- 
ed “Barnyard  Follies,”  the  first  film  con- 
cerning the  A-H  activities,  for  south- 
eastern Minnesota  Allied  directors  and 
members  and  many  of  the  boys  booked  it 
on  the  spot,  he  says,  giving  it  preferred 
playing  tune  . . . Among  the  exchanges 
giving  their  salesmen  two  weeks’  Christ- 
mas vacations  are  20th-Fox,  M-G-M  and 
Universal.  ’ 

A1  Stern,  RKO  office  manager,  may  be 
good  at  ping-pong,  but  his  bowling  is  far 
off  this  season  . . . Harold  B.  Johnson 
and  Pat  Halloran  of  the  Universal  sales 
staff,  accompanied  by  their  wives,  off  to 
Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  for  a fortnight  vaca- 
tion . . . Moe  Levy,  20th-Fox  district  man- 
ager, back  from  his  final  swing  around 
the  country  as  S.  R.  Kent  drive  leader 
. . . There  have  been  swell  advance  re- 
ports on  “Tin  Pan  Alley,”  which  goes  into 
the  State  in  early  January  . . . Para- 


mount installing  a recreation  room  for  its 
Pep  club  members. 

Charlie  Stoeflet,  M-G-M  North  Dakota 
salesman,  to  spend  Christmas  with  his 
parents  at  their  home  in  Scottsville,  Mich. 
. . . The  Lyceum  house  record  for  a single 
performance  was  broken  by  Katharine 
Hepburii  in  “Philadelphia  Story”  at  the 
Saturday  matinee.  Many  people  were 
turned  away.  The  film  version  is  due  soon 
. . . Art  Anderson,  Warner  branch  mana- 
ger, in  Chicago  for  a sales  meeting  . . . 
W.  H.  Workman,  M-G-M  branch  manager, 
fully  recovered  from  his  illness  and  hard 
at  work  again  . . . Warner  employes  pre- 
sented C.  K.  Olson  with  a traveling  bag 
at  the  farewell  dinner  given  for  him.  He 
has  been  transferred  to  Omaha  in  the 
same  capacity — branch  manager. 

The  father-in-law  of  Don  Swartz,  War- 
ner assistant  booker,  was  injured  in  an 
explosion  in  St.  Paul  . . . Robert  Frees, 
booker  for  Charlie  Weiner,  has  received 
an  appointment  in  the  Navy  as  first-class 
stenographer  . . . Max  Edelstein  and  Leo 
Deutsch,  Minnesota  Amusement  partners 
at  Hibbing  and  Virginia,  Minn.,  respec- 
tively, visited  the  Twin  City  Variety  Club 
. . . Rodeo  and  Thrill  Show  goes  into 
Municipal  Auditorium  Christmas  week  . . . 
Abe  Kaplan  wants  to  spot  Bill  Elson  30  a 
game  in  a bowling  match  for  a side  bet 
and  Bill  says  his  wish  will  be  fulfilled. 

Mrs.  George  Granstrom,  wife  of  the 
popular  St.  Paul  circuit  owner,  was 
brought  back  from  South  Dakota  in  an 
ambulance  follounng  sufficient  recovery 
from  serious  injuries  sustained  in  an  auto 
accident  to  permit  her  to  travel.  How- 
ever, she’ll  be  confined  to  the  Miller  Hos- 
pital in  St.  Paul  for  several  weeks. 


Tax  Valuation  Assessment 
Cut  for  Goldberg  Duo 

Omaha — District  court  has  reduced  the 
assessed  valuation  (for  taxation  purposes) 
of  Ralph  Goldberg’s  two  downtown  thea- 
tres, the  Town  and  State. 

The  State  was  assessed  at  $85,000  (land 
and  building)  and  Goldberg  sought  a re- 
duction to  $42,500.  The  Town  was  as- 
sessed at  $50,000,  sought  a reduction  to 
$30,000.  The  court  fixed  the  valuation  of 
the  State  at  $50,500,  the  Town  at  $35,000. 
Taxation  valuations  are  usually  about  50 
to  60  per  cent  of  actual  value. 
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MINNEAPOLIS 


Best  of  Yule-Tide  and  New  Year's  f i 


Greetings 

COLUMBIA  PICTURES 

H.  J.  CHAPMAN,  Branch  Manager 

AL  AVED  MAX  MAZUR 

DON  CONLEY  IRVING  MARKS 

MANNIE  SGUTT  | 


BEST  WISHES  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Cfjarles!  iW.  Memer 

FILM  DISTRIBUTOR 


Physical  Distribution 
Thru 

KDDIOTT  FILM  SERVICE 

72  Gienwood  Ave.  PRODUCERS  RELEASING 

Minnpai>olis  COUP. 


ASTOR  PICTURES 
SELECT  ATTRACTIONS 


THE  SEASON'S  BEST  TO 
EVERYBODY 


Monogram  Pictures 

Ben  L.  Nathanson  Eph  Rosen 
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SEASON'S  GREETINGS 

20TH  CENTURY-FOX 


HAROLD  LYONS 
NORWOOD  HALL 
JACK  COHEN 
PAUL  LUNDQUIST 


LOU  COHEN 
EARL  LORENTZ 
BILL  MUSSMAN 
HAROLD  LUNDQUIST 


M.  A.  LEVY,  District  Manager 
J.  M.  PODOLOFF,  Minneapolis  Branch  Manager 
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Heartiest  Greetings  of  the 
Season 

Cl 

MAJESTIC  PICTURES  | 

J.  L.  J 


BEST  WfSHES  FOR  THE  YEAR 


I Warner  Brothers  - First  National 
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BILL  GRANT 
EARL  PERKINS 
ERNIE  HILL 


MYRON  ADCOCK 
CHARLIE  JACKSON 
BILL  GRANT 


RUD  LOHRENZ,  District  Manager 
ART  ANDERSON,  Branch  Manager 
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The  biggest  spot  news  this  week  in  the 
Iowa  sector  of  the  film  business  is  the 
mass  desertion  of  celluloid  peddling  in 
favor  of  gossip  columning.  This  spec- 
tacular departure  is  being  made  be- 
cause big-hearted  Filmrowers  have 
agreed  to  report  on  themselves  so  that 
Boxoffice  & Co.  can  abandon  their 
keyholes  and  vacation  abroad  (Mex- 
ico/. 

As  a sort  of  promotion  stunt  for 
what's  coming  next  week,  ive’ll  let  you 
read  the  stuff  written  by  Dorothy  Day 
(fust  DD  to  you'll  me),  Tri-States’ 
able  blurb  gal: 

J)EAR  MISTER  CLAYTON  ...  so  you 
want  138  words  to  fill  space  . . . okey 
just  as  soon  as  I fix  up  the  ad  for  the  Fri- 
day the  13th  Giveaway  of  five  Cownie  Fur 
Coats.  Harry  Holdsberg  gets  all  the  credit 
for  this  smart  promotion  and  we  re  trying 
out  the  idea  of  drawing  from  Attendance 
Cards  signed  only  Friday  the  13th.  all  nine 
theatres. 

You’ll  have  to  wait  until  we  get  that 
luncheon  for  Boris  Morros  arranged  for 
next  Friday,  too.  He  used  to  be  musical 
director  of  the  old  Publix  Stage  Shows  in 
Des  Moines  . . . ye  gods  that  must  have 
been  15  years  ago.  He’s  one  guy  I know 
who  has  moved  UP  ..  . The  last  of  the 
tickets  for  Eddie  Dunn’s  Paramount  'Thea- 
tre Christmas  Party  for  Des  Moines  Shut- 
Ins  must  get  over  to  the  Emergency  Re- 
lief Office.  A little  gang  of  Filmrow  and 
theatre  guys  refused  to  let  this  annual 
shindig  die  just  because  Variety  Club  has. 

I gotta  get  a note  off  to  Helen  Garrity 
who  flings  publicity  for  Harry  David  out 
in  Salt  Lake.  Helen  thinks  she  and  I ought 
to  represent  the  wimmin  folks  at  Barney 
Balaban’s  banquet  in  Chicago,  January  23. 
Helen  IS  optimistic  . . . gawd  I learned 
ten  years  ago  skirts  damn  a guy  . . . prac- 
tically obliterate  ’em. 


I wish  I had  time  to  tell  you  what  hap- 
pened last  Sunday  afternoon  when  the 
mercury  went  up  and  business  went  down. 
Stolte  and  Holdsberg  and  Dunn  were  do- 
ing a little  strolling  and  accidentally  (?) 
went  by  the  Orpheum.  Later  on  their  re- 
turn trip  at  Sixth  and  Grand  they  en- 
countered Franke,  rocking  on  his  heels, 
from  an  advantageous  situation  from 
whence  the  Des  Moines  and  Paramount’s 
so-lovely  ticket  windows  could  be  watched. 
'The  trio  of  Tristacokers  stood  behind  the 
rocking  Franke  for  a few  minutes  before 
they  made  themselves  known  . . . and  after 
exchanging  the  time  of  day,  Franke  ob- 
served that  Stolte  must  be  having  the 
same  trouble  he  was  enduring  . . . the  paint 
on  his  vertical  wouldn’t  stick!  Yeh  . . . the 
Tri-States  guys  agreed,  it  wouldn’t.  Then 
all  four  moved  on. 

Now  . . . Rene  can  doctor  up  these  items 
for  more  space  . . . Tri-States  gals  are 
having  their  Christmas  party  at  the  Coun- 
try Club  Thursday  night,  December  19. 
Each  draws  a name  and  then  writes  a lit- 
tle note  to  “Santa”  asking  for  a dollars 
worth  of  sumpin.  Know  what  I want?  I 
want  a dripolater  that  will  make  two  cups 
of  coffee.  And  what’s  more  I’m  betting 
I get  it. 

Saturday  night,  December  21,  the  Fox 
office  gang  have  their  Christmas  party  up 
in  the  attic  at  the  Fort  Des  Moines.  My 
conveniently  sized  husband  will  be  Santa 
Claus  again  and  I’ll  have  to  dress  and  un- 
dress him.  Between  you  and  me,  the  next 
Monday  we  hope  to  take  off  for  North  Da- 
kota for  a week’s  vacation  . . . our  whole 
family  . . . and  what  do  you  suppose  the 
R&T  will  do  without  either  YOU  or  ME. 

Tuesday,  December  24,  A.  H.  will  throw 
his  annual  party  for  the  Filmrow  guys 
in  his  swank  offices  where  if  you  leave  a 
ring  on  the  coffee  tables  you’re  kicked  out 
bodily  . . . The  Thanksgiving-to-Christmas 
drive  will  end  on  Tuesday  night,  the  24th, 
and  Eddie  and  Harry  can  speak  to  each 


other  again.  Such  a rivalry!!  The  district 
trio,  Cummings,  Stolte  and  Kinsky  can 
begin  to  correspond  and  peace  will  reign 
over  Tri-States  . . . until  the  night  before 
January  23,  when  everybody’ll  be  sore 
when  the  prize  winners  are  announced. 

Now  if  you  and  Rene  can’t  fill  up  space 
on  these  items  . . . you’re  not  the  guys  I 
think  you  are  . . . Darned  . . . if  I can  think 
of  an  article  for  you. — DD. 

Even  old  Sandy  Claws  can’t  resist  tell- 
ing Boxoffice  & Co.  things  ...  Vi  Franke 
would  quit  yearning  for  that  blue  fox  coat 
if  she  knew  Morgan  Ames,  her  Chicago 
brother-in-law,  had  already  loaded  it  on 
the  sleigh  for  her  ...  Vi  doesn’t  know, 
either,  that  Emil  has  had  a radio  specially 
encased  in  an  ash  cabinet  to  match  the 
furniture  ...  it  won’t  be  in  her  sock,  but 
it’ll  be  setting  right  under  that  circular 
mirror  in  the  living  room  on  Christmas 
morning.  Shhhh,  keep  all  this  under  your 
hat,  fellas,  if  any  of  it  got  to  Vi  before 
Christmas,  we’d  be  in  the  dog  igloo  with 
St.  Nick  next  year. 

Here’s  another  secret  we  wormed  out  of 
the  old  gent,  so  it  could  make  this  issue: 
lies  & McKinney  received  a fine  desk  and 
chair  set  . . . Friday  evening  (Dec.  20?  the 
Iowa  Film  boys  were  all  at  Sy  Harlan’s 
house  to  see  just  how  Santa  manages  to 
get  these  sizeable  gifts  down  the  chimney. 

We  ascertained  that  the  new  steno  ru- 
mored for  Iowa  Film  is  not  coming  as  a 
Christmas  gift  wrapped  in  cellophane  and 
tied  with  a big  red  bow  . . . But  the  joint 
has  certainly  been  spruced  up  for  the  first 
bit  of  femininity  to  barge  in  on  the  male 
sanctuary  of  Iowa  Film.  The  office  has 
been  departmentalized  with  wooden  rail- 
ings which  Sy  Harlan  painted  with  his  own 
little  hannies  . . . Wolf  is  in  one  cage, 
while  Les  (See  no  evil)  Knapp,  Dick 
(Hear  no  evil)  Kappler,  and  Sy  (Speak  no 
evil)  Harlan  may  be  seen  swinging  by 
their  tails  in  the  other.  lies  & McKinney 
will  still  roar  in  the  corner  inclosure  as 
co-regents  of  the  jungle.  And  here’s  the 
pay-off  on  the  Iowa  Film  clean-up;  Chuck 
Plows  and  Art  Wolf  (especially  Art)  have 
been  instructed  to  practice  talking  without 
swearing  . . . and  the  boys  are  having  trou- 
ble ..  . Milt  Goodman,  has  the  cutest  wife 
you  ever  saw,  and  she  can  bake  a cake, 
too,  which  makes  the  story  even  better. 
Isabelle  Conkling  who  was  Ray  Copeland’s 
secretary  at  Paramount  will  be  married 
in  the  spring  to  David  B.  McCurnin.  Hazel 
Dunn  always  reminds  us  of  a sweet  little 
Quaker  girl,  somehow  . . . maybe  because 
her  brown  eyes  are  so  soft  ...  we  thought 
of  it  again  when  we  met  her  Christmas 
shopping  the  other  day  and  listened  to 
her  decrying  the  scarcity  of  size  nine 
dresses  ...  we  have  our  troubles,  too, 
Hazel,  but  we  buy  suits  mostly  and  usual- 
ly take  a size  12  and  have  to  pay  $3.50 
for  alterations  . . . we’re  looking  forward 
to  a middle-aged  spread. 

Bob  Hildreth  wasn’t  playing  with  blocks 
down  at  the  Silhouette  Sign  plant  ...  He 
was  building  a rack  for  the  reserved  seat 
tickets  Harry  Holdsberg  expects  to  sell  for 
that  Des  Moines  Theatre  midnight  show 
. . . the  one  you’ll  wake  up  from  with  a 
headaehe  next  day — New  Year’s. 

Play-producer  Don  Evidon,  11,  wheedled 
Daddy  Mel  into  promising  he’d  have  the 
script  copied  for  him  down  at  the  office 
. . . Mel  thought  it’d  be  about  a five- 
minute  task  for  one  of  the  Columbia 
stenos.  He  changed  his  mind  when  he 
saw  said  lengthy  script  and  vetoed  the 
whole  thing  . . . Mamma  Fan  came  through 
and  did  the  chore  one  Sunday  . . . “It  had 
(Continued  on  page  64-D) 
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Merry  Christmas  — Best  Wishes 


I Uniberjial  Jfilm  Cxtijange 


Lou  Levy 
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WISH  YOU 

A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 

D,  C.  KENNEDY,  Manager 
HOWARD  DUNN,  Office  Manager 
Salesmen  Bookers 

Jerry  McGlynn  Woody  Sherrill 

George  Baumeister  Jerry  Banta 
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Republic  Pictures  Corp. 

F.  R.  (Bud)  Moran 

Clyde  Pratt  Jean  Post 
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HEARTIEST  GREETINGS 

MEL  EVIDON,  Branch  Manager 
ARTHUR  B.  LEAK  MILT  GOODMAN 

BERT  THOMAS  O.  W.  "BING"  MILLER 
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Merry  Xmas  — Happy  New  Year  — Merry  Xmas 
Happy  New  Year  — Merry  Xmas  — Happy  New  Year 
in  other  words 

WE  WISH  YOU  ALL 

A Very  Merry  Christmas 
A Most  Happy  New  Year 

Des  Moines  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

1121  High  Street  DES  MOINES,  IOWA 
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(Continued  from  page  64-B) 
a part  for  everybody  from  Ben  Hur  to 
Mickey  Mouse.”  said  Fan  examining  a 
couple  of  broken  nails. 

WANT  TO  BUY — One  Crystal  Ball.  Call 
Harry  or  Peter  or  Franz  or  Greenland 
at  NSS  or  NSA  or  AAI. 

Bill  Lansburg’s  faith  in  Santa  Claus  was 
renewed  by  the  Santa  in  color  on  the 
Sunday  Register  magazine  section  cover 
this  week  . . . But  Mary  Martin’s  curve- 
some  legs  below  the  hem  of  that  short 
red  coat  are  baffling  the  kiddies. 

Monroe  Greenthal  and  Bernie  Evens 
collaborated  to  give  June  Duprez  a De- 
cember syndication  break  via  the  R&T 
magazine  gossip  page.  Members  of  the 
YMCA  Movie  and  Camera  club  toured 
the  studio  and  processing  plant  of  Par- 
rot Films,  Inc.,  out  on  Keo  Way  to  find 
how  professional  motion  pictures  are  made 
. . . They  saw  how  film  is  developed  and 
printed,  how  sound  is  added  and  how 
titles  are  manufactured  . . . neglected 
were  all  lessons  on  how  a casting  direc- 
tor picks  the  starlets. 

That  local  Mickey  Rooney  stand-in  pub- 
licized by  Ted  Ashby  turned  out  to  be  a 
hunh-uh  . . . which  almost  put  Bill  Beck- 
ley  on  the  spot  . . . Bill  was  gonna  have 
him  minding  the  Strand  door  at  a Rooney 
picture  to  befuddle  the  non-paying  pass- 
ers-by. Doubling  up  of  those  oldies,  “Fol- 
low the  Fleet”  and  “The  Ex-Mrs.  Brad- 
ford,” as  RKO  is  doing  these  days,  is  an 
Emil  Franke  original  brain-buster  ...  It 
took  him  18  months  to  push  the  idea 
through,  however  . . . Cue  to  the  inspira- 
tion may  be  found  in  Orpheum  records 
here  . . . “Follow  the  Fleet”  still  holds 
the  house  record  (and  you  can  bet  it’s 
around  the  10  grand  mark). 

Harry  Peter  Franz,  the  Great  Unsub- 
dued Greenland,  is  still  unsubdued  . . . 
He’s  the  only  Filmrower  who  wasn’t  cowed 
to  the  point  of  having  calves  by  the 
sight  of  Big  Boy,  the  650-pound  Para- 
mount grizzly  bear,  strolling  into  High 
Street  offices  . . . Greenland,  it  is  re- 
ported, was  talking  over  the  telephone 
when  Big  Boy  shuffled  into  the  secorid 
story  National  Screen  headquarters.  "Hey, 
Grace,”  Greenland  called  nonchalantly 
over  his  shoulder.  "Take  care  of  the  new 
exhibitor,  will  ya?” 


Doing  Yarn  on  Sabotage 

Hollywood — “I’ve  Got  Your  Number” 
is  being  adapted  for  Warner  by  Robert 
Kent.  This  yarn  deals  with  the  sabotag- 
ing of  communication  systems. 


Durex  Barrett  II  Shiited 
To  Melba  in  Batesville 


Kansas  City — C.  A.  Schultz,  head  of 
Commonwealth  Theatres,  announces  the 
transfer  of  Durex  Barrett  II,  son  of  Rex 
Barrett,  manager  for  Commonwealth  in 
Columbia,  Mo.,  from  the  Boone,  Columbia, 
to  assistant  at  the  Melba,  Batesville,  Ark., 
under  William  Headstream. 

Frank  Kennedy,  formerly  assistant  at 
the  Melba,  goes  to  Searcy,  Ark.,  as  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Rialto  and  Plaza,  un- 
der K.  K.  King.  Jack  Bomar,  assistant  at 
Searcy,  has  resigned  to  enter  the  army. 
Howard  Wolfe  jr.  has  succeeded  Jimmie 
Chapman  as  manager  at  the  Benton,  Kan- 
sas City. 


Frank  Cassil  Takes  Over 
Rivoli  in  St,  loseph 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. — Frank  Cassil,  who 
operates  the  Rialto  here,  has  taken  over 
the  Rivoli  from  Mrs.  Anna  Trilinsky.  Cas- 
sil is  renaming  the  house  the  Uptown,  and 
will  spend  $10,000  remodeling  it.  It  will 
reopen  next  month. 


Play  German  Films 

St.  Paul — The  Blue  Bird,  local  indepen- 
dent neighborhood  theatre  owned  by  Mil- 
ler Hoffman,  is  first  Twin  City  house  to 
play  German-made  pictures.  It  runs  in 
the  Nazi  product  at  occasional  intervals, 
raising  its  admission  from  20  to  30  cents 
on  these  occasions.  Business  for  the  Ger- 
man pictures  is  reported  as  “big”  and,  it 
is  said,  there  has  been  an  absence  of  any 
disorder.  House  had  “Soldaten  Komera- 
den”  last  week. 


Corporation  Forms  to 
Operate  Mainstreet 


Kansas  City — Reports  of  the  Mainstreet 
reopening  have  been  current  here  for  sev- 
eral months.  Now  Albert  Schoenberg, 
head  of  the  Schoenberg  Realty  Co.,  and 
interested  in  the  ownership  of  the  thea- 
tre property  which  has  been  dark  for  two 
and  a half  years,  announces  that  a cor- 
poration, Mainstreet  Theatre,  Inc.,  has 
been  formed  to  operate  the  house. 

Date  of  opening  is  still  indefinite, 
Schoenberg  says,  due  to  the  fact  that 
those  back  of  the  firm,  whom  Schoenberg 
said  it  was  too  early  to  name,  are  waiting 
for  the  making  of  certain  improvements 
by  the  city  and  those  interested  in  a re- 
vival of  the  downtown  section.  These  de- 
velopments, upon  which  opening  of  the 
city’s  second  largest  theatre  depends,  are 
widening  of  Main  Street,  modernization  of 
street  lighting,  refurbishment  of  build- 
ings near  the  theatre. 

Stage  Show  Policy 

Implication  is  that  the  Mainstreet’s  pol- 
icy would  be  the  one  it  followed  for  a 
number  of  years  after  its  opening  early 
in  the  1920’s:  that  is,  film  and  stage  pre- 
sentations. 

The  city  and  the  downtown  businesses 
are  vitally  concerned  currently  with  re- 
newing the  downtown  section  and  attract- 
ing more  people.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
number  of  persons  entering  the  down- 
town sector  has  shrunk  from  around  300,- 
000  a week  ten  years  ago  to  less  than 
half  that  many  today,  Schoenberg  said. 
'The  decrease  has  been  even  greater  in 
the  number  of  “transients,”  persons  from 
contiguous  trade  areas. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

•A  HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 
1820  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  HA.  7472 

Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Disitributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co..  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassil,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 

AIR  CONDITIONING  ~ 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 

FILM  LABORATORIES  ~ 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 
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Showmen  Attend  Past 
Commander's  Party 


Detroit — Detroit’s  Theatrical  Post  of  the 
American  Legion  held  its  annual  Past 
Commander’s  Party  Monday  midnight  at 
the  Legion  Club  with  a distinguished 
gathering  of  showmen  and  Legion  leaders 
present.  Without  a formal  program  save 
for  introduction  of  guests  present  and  pre- 
sentation of  the  Past  Commander’s  Memo- 
rial to  Max  Kolin,  the  occasion  was  de- 
voted to  a general  program  of  enjoyment. 

Legion  guests  included:  Lieut.  Tony  Cor- 
coran; Milt  Christa,  district  commander, 
who  formally  inducted  Kolin;  Jack  R. 
Cann,  editor  of  the  Detroit  Legion  News; 
Bob  Matheson,  vice-commander  of  the  dis- 
trict; Max  Corrigan,  welfare  officer,  Ant- 
ler Post;  Ralph  C.  Socall,  College  Park 
Post,  and  Lloyd  Jamieson,  past  Michigan 
department  vice-commander. 

Other  guests:  Judges  Eugene  Sharp  and 
John  J.  Maher;  Dr.  Robert  Rosen,  Michi- 
gan district  commander,  Jewish  War  Vet- 
erans; James  Noble,  past  commander, 
Canadian  Legion;  “Whispering  Will’’  Col- 
lins of  the  Mummers;  James  Murtagh, 
Faye  W.  Erskine  and  P.  H.  Akins  of  the 
Operators’  Union. 

Sidelights 

Max  “Curly”  Kolin  was  unofficially  pre- 
sented with  a toupee  . . . William  A.  Ren- 
nie of  Forbes  Theatre  Supply  just  com- 
pleted his  transfer  from  Stitt  to  Theatri- 
cal Post  . . . Joseph  Spindler,  operator  at 
William  Guentsche’s  Lakewood,  has  just 
moved  into  his  modernistic  electric-eye 
home  on  Lake  St.  Clair. 

Bill  Marley  of  National  Theatre  Engi- 
neering Co.  busy  handling  the  doors  . . . 
Gil  Lubin,  operator  at  Associated’s  High- 
land Park,  just  missed  being  State  Repre- 
sentative by  121  votes  . . . Jack  Perentz, 
prexy  of  the  Musicians’  Union,  got  the 
glad-hand  plus  raspberries  on  his  late  ar- 
rival. 

W.  J.  “Pop”  Stolz  wears  his  dignity  as 
Commander  becomingly  . . . Buddy  Fields, 
senior  vice-commander,  was  toastmaster 
. . . Sam  Cornelia  was  major-domo,  check- 
room boy,  etc.  . . . Jack  Dickstein,  former 
booking  agent,  in  his  first  “official”  ap- 
pearance since  returning  to  Detroit  . . . 
Pop  Stolz,  incidentally,  came  back  from  a 
deer  hunt  for  the  occasion. 

Judge  John  Maher  proved  the  wit  of  the 
evening.  One  he  told  about  Henderson  M. 
Richey  started  the  boys  reminiscing  . . . 
Fred  Johnson  of  the  Post  was  pianist  for 
the  quartette  from  the  Nut  House  in  Ham- 
tramck  which  sang  for  the  crowd  . . . 
Nicholas  Tsoukalas  of  the  Monte  Carlo 
Studios  proudly  telling  of  his  nine-day  old 
offspring,  Nicoletta. 


RKO  Extends  O'Hara 

Hollywood — RKO  has  extended  the 
acting  contract  of  Maureen  O’Hara. 

r 

Checking  Amusement 
Tax  Collections 

Detroit — A warning  to  Michigan  ex- 
hibitors to  see  that  their  federal  amuse- 
ment tox  collections  are  turned  over  to 
the  government  has  been  issued  by  Giles 
Kavanagh,  Detroit  collector  of  internal 
revenue. 

A number  of  deputies  are  now  working 
Michigan  checking  on  such  collections. 

■ - - -•  


Wood  Blames  'Bingo  Racket'' 
For  Cutting  Down  Grosses 


There's  Still  Time 
To  Do  Your  Bit 

Pittsburgh— Second  list  of  contributors 
to  the  Filmrow  Mutual  Aid's  Christmas 
relief  fund  includes  Columbia  and  Para- 
mount employes.  Bob  Lynch,  Ed  Lebby, 
E.  P.  Brown,  Mr.  Gardner  (Lock  Haven), 
R.  S.  Coyle,  Christ  Fourgis,  Tom  Schra- 
der, Lou  Ponsetta,  Mike  Winograd,  Guido 
Ricci,  Carl  Poke,  Harry  Walker,  Chris 
Velas,  Scottdale  Theatre,  Brushton  The- 
atre, Guy  Peterson,  Mark  Goldman  ond 
Jim  O'Keefe. 

There's  still  time  to  do  your  bit.  Make 
your  check  payable  to  James  H.  Alexan- 
der, treasurer,  at  1701  Boulevard  of  the 
Allies,  Pittsburgh. — R.  F.  K. 

- ■■ 

Ahead  of  Sanla  by 
Nearly  a Week 


Cleveland — Filmrow  celebrated  Christ- 
mas nearly  a whole  week  before  Santa 
Claus  Day.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  exchanges  selected  different  days  for 
their  Christmas  parties. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  started  the  ball 
rolling  on  Monday  with  a dinner  and 
dance  at  the  Sovereign  Hotel. 

M-G-M  went  very  sniffy  with  a formal 
dinner  and  dance  in  the  Vogue  Room  at 
the  Hollenden  on  Friday,  after  a family 
party  with  exchange  of  gifts  preceding 
the  dinner. 

RKO  will  celebrate  Christmas  and  the 
completion  of  its  remodeled  exchange  on 
December  23.  The  party  will  be  staged  in 
the  exchange  with  District  Manager 
Charles  Boasberg  and  Branch  Manager 
Georee  Lefko  as  hosts. 

United  Artists  and  Paramount  will  spend 
the  afternoon  of  Christmas  eve  paying 
honor  to  the  holiday  season,  and  the  War- 
ner Club  also  will  have  a Christmas  party 
on  that  day. 

Republic  will  turn  its  exchange  into  a 
ballroom  on  the  afternoon  of  December  23 
to  make  way  for  dancing  following  a din- 
ner served  right  in  the  exchange.  Music 
and  entertainment  will  be  provided  by  Host 
Nat  L.  Lefton,  Republic  franchise  owner. 

Universal  is  also  planning  to  cast  aside 
all  formality  and  get  together  for  festivi- 
ties, but  the  date  had  not  been  set  at  this 
writing. 

Leading  neighborhood  theatres  are  all 
holding  Christmas  parties  for  children  on 
the  Saturday  before  the  Big  Day.  Special 
programs,  with  candy  and  toys  for  the 
young  guests,  are  arranged. 


Theatre  to  Continue 
Ironton,  Ohio — The  Capitol  Theatre 
building  at  Ashland,  Ky..  owned  by  John 
and  Charles  Rist  of  this  city,  has  been 
sold  to  Dr.  M.  D.  Garred  of  Ashland.  The 
theatre  will  continue  to  be  operated,  the 
new  owner  has  announced. 


Adapts  Musical  for  Metro 

Hollywood — Howard  Emmett  Rogers  is 
adapting  “The  Big  Time,”  a musical,  for 
Metro.  Arthur  Freed  will  produce. 


Columbus  — Cleveland  exhibitors  who 
have  been  watching  the  curve  of  business 
conditions  mount  steadily  while  their  busi- 
ness has  either  remained  static  or  risen  so 
slightly  as  to  be  barely  noticeable,  and 
who  have  blamed  this  condition  largely  on 
the  quality  of  pictures  produced,  are  told 
this  week  by  P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n,  that, 
in  his  opinion,  “It  is  not  so  much  the 
quality  of  the  merchandise  we  are  selling 
as  it  is  competition.” 

Wood  goes  on  to  state  that  it  is  a spe- 
cific type  of  competition  that  is  hurting 
the  picture  business,  namely,  the  “Bingo 
racket”  which  operates  free  of  all  state 
and  federal  tax  while  theatres  are  taxed 
on  all  sides  and  threatened  with  still  fur- 
ther taxes. 

Evidencing  the  fact  that  the  amuse- 
ment business  generally  is  not  keeping 

pace  with  general  business  conditions. 
Wood,  in  a recent  bulletin  to  ITO  mem- 
bers, cites  the  following  comparative  fig- 
ures for  the  11  months  ended  November  30: 

1940  1939  Incr. 

Ohio  Sales  Tax  .fll, 347,295.16  $.39,411,548.21  12.3% 

Ohio  Adm.  Tax  1,573,969,00  1,484,600.00  6 % 

On  a breakdown  of  the  sales  tax  figures. 
Wood  finds  that  the  sales  of  automobiles 
increased  30  per  cent;  radios  and  musical 
appliances  12  per  cent  and  jewelry  11  per 
cent. 

No  breakdown  of  the  admissions  tax  as 
between  the  various  lines  of  amusement  is 
available,  but  Wood  states  that  the 

amounts  above  shown  exclude  the  tax  on 
receipts  from  Bingo  games  which  are  oper- 
ated by  churches  and  other  groups  such 
as  the  American  Legion,  Veterans  of  For- 
eign Wars,  etc.  Wood  points  out  that  the 
tax  on  receipts  from  Bingo  must  be  tre- 
mendous, citing  that  in  Cincinnati  alone 
where  these  church  games  are  licensed  and 
reports  are  made  to  the  city,  over  two  mil- 
lion dollars  was  collected  by  the  churches 
during  the  year  1939  and,  from  present 
indications,  the  total  will  be  even  higher 
for  1940. 

If  this  industry  is  to  be  burdened  with 
federal  and  state  taxes,  the  ITO  sees  no 
reason  for  exempting  the  Bingo  groups. 
Wood  declares.  However,  in  order  to  go 
before  the  state  legislature  and  the  fed- 
eral congress  to  accomplish  this,  ITO  asks 
ad  exhibitors  in  the  state  to  ascertain  iust 
what  Bingo  games  are  being  operated  in 
their  vicinities  and  to  renort  this  informa- 
tion back  to  the  ITO  headquarters  at  55 
E.  State  St.,  Columbus. 

“We  must  have  some  authentic  figures 
on  which  to  base  our  comnutation  of  the 
amount  of  money  that  the  federal  and 
state  governments  are  losing  by  not  tax- 
ing these  Bingo  games,”  Wood  states  in 
asking  for  cooperation  of  every  theatre 
owner  in  Ohio. 


ITO  Urges  Cooperation  With 
Ohio's  Health  Department 

Columbus — Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Ohio  urges  all  Ohio  exhibitors  to 
cooperate  with  the  state  health  depart- 
ment in  its  endeavor  to  secure  showings 
of  the  single  reel,  “A  New  Day.”  This  sub- 
ject was  produced  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  U.  S.  health  service  and  the  Metro- 
politan Life  Insurance  Co.  It  may  be  ob- 
tained gratis,  transportation  charges  paid, 
from  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co., 
1 Madison  Ave.,  New  York  City. 
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Canton  Musicians'  Local 
Re-elects  All  Oiiicers 

Canton — Canton  Federation  of  Musi- 
cians, Local  111,  renamed  all  officers  at 
their  recent  biennial  elections  conducted 
here. 

Re-elected  for  two-year  terms  were: 
Paul  Herrnstein,  president;  Herman  De 
Vol,  vice-president;  Charles  W.  Weeks, 
secretary,  and  August  Gronau,  treasurer. 

Elected  to  the  executive  board  were  Carl 
Shields,  Harry  Cornish,  Arvine  Englehardt 
and  William  Geib.  Herrnstein  and  Weeks 
were  elected  delegates  to  the  international 
convention  to  be  held  in  Seattle. 

The  Canton  unit  now  has  the  third  larg- 
est membership  of  any  locals  in  Ohio,  it 
was  announced  after  the  meeting.  It  lists 
525  members,  with  only  Cleveland  and  Cin- 
cinnati ahead  of  it  in  the  state. 


Only  Two  New  Officers  for 
Musicians  of  Mansfield 

Mansfield,  Ohio — Four  officers  were  re- 
elected and  two  new  ones  chosen  by  Local 
159,  American  Federation  of  Musicians,  at 
their  annual  election. 

Re-elected  were  Wilbur  W.  Wierman. 
president;  H.  A.  Beilstein,  secretary-trea- 
surer; Joseph  Hrivak,  sergeant-at-arms, 
and  Robert  Flohr,  trustee,  for  a three-year 
term. 

New  officers  elected:  Calvin  Walter, 
vice-president,  and  Albert  Kraus,  trustee, 
to  replace  temporarily  Le  Roy  Bletz,  in- 
jured recently  in  an  automobile  accident. 


A Merchanl  Tieup  Is 
Mutually  Profitable 

Cleveland — Nate  Bigelson,  manager  of 
the  Union,  also  is  an  official  of  the  Wood- 
land Hills  Community  Business  Men’s 
Ass’n.  This  means  that  there  is  a strong 
community  feeling  between  the  theatre  and 
the  merchants  of  the  neighborhood.  And 
one  evidence  of  this  close  tie  is  a stunt 
that  Bigelson  is  working  at  the  theatre 
with  the  cooperation  of  45  of  them. 

Every  week  the  merchants  each  chip  in 
$1.50.  Of  this  amount,  50  cents  is  spent 
for  advertising.  The  rest  goes  to  make  up 
a $50  purse.  All  week  the  merchants  give 
a numbered  ticket  with  each  purchase  of 
20  cents.  Every  Friday  these  numbered 
tickets  are  deposited  in  the  theatre  by  the 
paying  patrons.  In  this  way,  only  those 
numbers  are  in  the  hamper  whose  owners 
are  in  the  theatre.  And  in  this  way.  Man- 
ager Bigelson  is  sure  that  someone  will 
get  the  $50  each  week.  But,  just  to  get 
around  any  suspicion  of  lottery,  the  win- 
ning numbers  are  called  in  the  lobby  for 
the  benefit  of  any  who  remained  outside. 

The  stunt  is  now  in  its  sixth  week  and 
Bigelson  says  it  is  a great  success  from 
all  angles.  His  own  business,  he  states, 
has  doubled.  The  merchants  are  tickled 
to  death  with  the  increase  in  their  busi- 
ness. And  every  week  there  is  a winner, 
so  the  patrons  are  also  satisfied. 

Only  cost  to  the  theatre  is  the  printing 
of  the  numbered  tickets. 


Saniord  Rowland  Named 
Assistant  to  Choat 

Zanesville,  Ohio — Sanford  Rowland, 
who  in  seven  years  rose  from  usher  to 
assistant  manager  of  the  Weller  Theatre 
here,  has  been  promoted  to  assistant  to 
Vincent  Choat,  Shea  city  manager  in 
Bradford,  Pa. 

Prior  to  leaving  for  his  new  post,  em- 
ployes of  the  Weller  tendered  him  a fare- 
well party,  presenting  him  with  a ward- 
robe case. 

Last  Rites  for  Himmelein 
Are  Held  in  Sandusky 

Sandusky,  Ohio — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Arthur  Himmelein,  54,  who 
died  December  8 in  Altoona,  Pa.  He  was 
manager  of  the  Plaza  Theatre  here  for 
eight  years  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  director  of  a chain  of  15  theatres  in 
Altoona.  He  was  a brother  of  the  late 
John  Himmelein,  who  operated  a theatre 
here.  Burial  was  at  nearby  Kelley’s  Island, 
his  birthplace. 


Barlow  Gets  Point 

PowHATTAN  POINT,  OHIO — H.  A.  Barlow 
has  acquired  the  Point  Theatre  here  from 
Chris  Velas.  The  house,  originally  owned 
by  Barlow,  was  sold  to  Velas  in  June,  1938. 
Barlow  also  operates  the  local  Taplin  and 
the  American.  The  latter  has  been  dark 
for  some  time. 


CLEVELAND 


1940-1941 


LEO  - of  the 
Friendly 
Company 


Metro  - Goldwyn  - Mayer 
CLEVELAND  PEP  CLUB 


Takes  This  Opportunity 
to  Extend  to  You  the  Compliments  of  the 
Season  — and  to  Wish  You  Happiness  and 
Prosperity  in  the  New  Year 
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WISHING  YOU  THE 
FINEST  CHRISTMAS 
YOU  EVER  HAD 

WITH 

PEACE,  PROSPERITY  AND 
INCREASING  GOOD 
HEALTH  FOR  1941 


B 

L 

1 
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REPUBLIC  PICTURES 
CORPORATION 

OF  OHIO 


NAT  L.  LEFTON 

General  Manager 


450  Film  Bldg. 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

S.  P.  GORREL, 

Branch  Manager 

Frank  Belles 
A1  Gregg 
Leonard  Mishkind 
Jack  Lefton 
R,  A.  Norton 


1635  Central  Pkwy. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

GEORGE  KIRBY, 
Branch  Manager 

Harry  Bugle 
Sam  Haber 
Rudy  Knoepfle 
Neal  Knoepfle 
Sam  Weiss 
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CLEVELAND 


(greetings  of  tfje  Reason 


CLEVELAND  EXCHANGE 


EDWIN  R,  BERGMAN 
SAM  LIGHTER 


TED  SCHEINBERG 
FRANK  I.  HUNT 


GEORGE  ROBERTS 
District  Manager 


I.  J.  SCHMERTZ 
Branch  Manager 


And  All  Of  Our  Cleveland  Exchange  Employes 


for 

M Mtttp  Cfjrigtmas!  anti  ^ ^appp  Pear 


From 


UNITED  ARTISTS 

EXCHANGE  IN  CLEVELAND 


BERT  STEARN 

DISTRICT  MANAGER 

NORMAN  LEVIN 

RICHARD  MILLER 


u 


A.  M.  GOODMAN 

BRANCH  MANAGER 

LOU  GEIGER 
LESLIE  DOWDELL 


j 
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CLEVELAND 


Greetings  of  the  Season 

From  The  New  National  Company 

PRODUCERS 

RELEASING 

CORPORATION 


Cincinnati 


Nat  B.  Kaplan 
Don  Duff 


Cleveland 

LEE  L.  GOLDBERG 

Bernie  Rubin 
Jay  M.  Goldberg 


Indianapolis 


Sam  H.  Abrams 
Jos.  W.  Bohn 


Reason’s  (grettinns 


FROM 


MONOGRAM  FEM  DISTRIBUTORS,  Inc, 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


II 


CARL  SCHEUCH 


NATE  SCHULTZ 
President 


SAM  SCHULTZ 


JACK  WITHERS 


m 
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CLEVELAND 


CCILIIEVIEILAMIO 


(Sreetings! 

O 

FROM 

LOCAL  160 

1.  A.  T.  S.  E.  & M.  P.  M.  O. 

CLEVELAND 


g L.  WHILES  is  up  from  Gilmer,  Tex., 
to  assist  P.  R.  Touney  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Princess,  Wauseon  ...  It  took 
a two-page  telegram  for  Carl  Leserman  to 
tell  the  local  Vitagraph  branch  manager, 
Charles  Rich,  how  grand,  in  his  opinion, 
is  the  new  Warner  picture,  “Santa  Fe 
Trail”  . . . Lee  Goldberg,  PRC  franchise 
owner,  is  having  tooth  trouble  . . . LeRoy 
Kendis  of  National  Screen  Service  was 
busy  last  week  filling  out  his  draft  ques- 
tionnaire, so  maybe  LeRoy  will  soon 
change  his  beautiful  new  Shaker  Heights 
home  for  a tent. 

Ben  Rocklus,  formerly  with  the  Stearns 
Advertising  Co.,  has  joined  Maurice  Rap- 
paport  of  the  Rappaport  Studios  as  sales 
manager  . . . Harold  Bein,  Vitagraph 
hooker,  and  Mrs.  Bein  are  spending  Christ- 
mas with  the  folks  back  home  in  New 
York. 

Memorial  in  Mount  Vernon  has  closed. 
It  is  understood  that  it  will  fly  a Schine 
banner  when  it  reopens.  In  which  case 
the  town  will  be  100  per  cent  Schine  . . . 
Bernard  Jacon,  Universal  auditor,  is  a 
local  exchange  visitor  until  Christmas. 

RKO  exchange  will  hold  a dual  celebra- 
tion 011  Monday,  December  23.  The  party 
will  combine  a housewarming  in  honor  of 
the  exchange’s  complete  remodeling,  and 
a Christmas  celebration  for  the  RKO  staff 
with  Charles  Boasberg,  district  manager 
and  George  Lefko,  branch  manager,  shar- 
ing honors  as  co-hosts. 

Bob  Mochrie  was  a visitor  last  week.  It 
was  his  first  visit  here  since  he  became 
southern  and  eastern  RKO  sales  manager. 
He  got  a royal  welcome  from  his  many 
friends  who  knew  him  when  he  was  a sales- 
man for  Bob  Cotton. 


SEASON'S  GREETINGS 


from 


PIONEER  FILM  EXCHANGE 

Distributing 

Select  Attractions  & Film  Alliance  of  U.S.  A. 


HERBERT  J.  OCHS  HARRY  E.  LONG 


506  Film  Bldg. 


MAin  3542 


Cleveland 


RKO  salesmen  will  vacation  for  two 
weeks  starting  December  21  . . . Boh  Coyle 
of  the  Coyle,  Charleroi,  Pa.,  notified  Para- 
mount’s district  manager,  Harry  H.  Gold- 
stein, that  in  a town  with  a population  of 
10,700,  “North  West  Mounted  Police” 
played  to  13,693  people  at  advanced  ad- 
mission prices  and  smashed  a l2-year-old 
record  . . . Mrs.  Louise  Stoll  of  the  Upper 
Theatre,  Upper  Sandusky,  was  in  town  do- 
ing her  Christmas  film  shopping. 

Morris  Berkowitz  held  his  annual  free 
party  for  children  of  Forest  City  Lodge  at 
the  Ambassador  Theatre  the  Saturday  be- 
fore Christmas.  He  presented  a specially 
selected  program  of  pictures,  and  each 
child  received  a toy  and  box  of  candy. 

Ray  Essick  of  the  Highland,  Akron,  had 
a birthday  last  Thursday  . . . M-G-M 
salesmen  will  he  on  vacation  from  Decem- 
ber 23  to  January  4. 


Former  Exhibitor  Dies 
Youngstown — Patrick  N.  Boggins,  64, 
died  at  his  home  here  after  a lingering 
illness.  A native  of  Youngstown,  he  had 
lived  here  most  of  his  life.  At  one  time  he 
operated  a theatre  in  Akron  and  later  an 
amusement  park  at  Oil  City,  Pa. 


Palmer  Plans  Early  Opening 
Cedar  Grove,  W.  Va. — B.  H.  Palmer 
plans  an  early  opening  for  his  new  thea- 
tre here.  He  formerly  operated  the  Comet 
which  he  sold  to  the  Black  Diamond  cir- 
cuit. 


Comedy  Lead  for  Erwin 

Hollywood — Warner  has  signed  Stuart 
Erwin  for  a comedy  lead  in  “The  Bride 
Came  C.  O.  D.” 
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PARAMOUNT,  Inc. 


HARRY  H.  GOLDSTEIN, 
District  Manager 

C.  W,  POWERS 

Lester  Irwin 


GEORGE  ELMO, 
Branch  Manager 

J.  B.  GARDNER 
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Louis  Van  Baalen  % 

EXTEND  BEST  WISHES  lor  | 

f 

A MERRY  CHRISTMAS  and  I 

I 

A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  % 


COMPLIMENTS  OF  THE  SEASON 
with 

SINOERE  WISHES  FOR  A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and 

A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 
from 

COLUMBIA 


LESTER  ZUCKER,  Branch  Manager 
O,  J.  Bloom  Jack  Share  M. 

Gregory  S.  Vojae,  Booker 


Glick 


Kiwrta’Sw 


UNIVERSAL 
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DAVE  MILLER, 

District  Manager 


R,  KAUFFMAN, 
Branch  Manager 


Joe  Krenitz 


And  Associates 
George  Rosenbaum 
Art  Young 


Jimmy  Frew 


WISH  YOU  YULETIDE  JOY 
and  PROSPERITY  THROUGH 
THE  NEW  YEAR 
with 

THE  NEW  UNIVERSAL 
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RKO  DISTRIBUTING  CORP. 


CHARLES  BOASBERG, 
Division  Manager 


GEORGE  LEFKO, 
Branch  Manager 


ARTHUR  GOLDSMITH  JOHN  SABOT 

HARRY  LAVINE  BOB  RICHARDSON 

SI  FELD  DAN  COWHIG 

LOU  BLUMENFELD 

JOIN  IN  WISHING  YOU  ALL 
A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and 

A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 
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Season  s Greetings 


ELSIE  LOEB 

(Cleveland  Representative) 

12805  Cedar  Road  FAirmont  0046 
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VITAGRAPH,  Inc. 

Distributing 

WARNER  PICTURES 
FIRST  NATIONAL  PICTURES 

and 

VITAGRAPH  SHORTS 

WISH  YOU 
A MERRY  CHRISTMAS  and 

A PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR 

CHARLES  RICH,  Branch  Manager 
JOE  MINSKY  STANLEY  KOSITSKY 

WALTER  J.  BRANDT  HAROLD  BEIN 

EDDIE  GATLIN  MARTY  FRIEDMAN 

ART  ENGELBERT  ZENVILLE  GREENSTON 

TOMMY  FELICE 
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I A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  | 

I 

FRANK  BOYD  I 


A MERRY  CHRISTMAS  and 


A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  TO  ALL  ^• 
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OLIVER  THEATRE 
SUPPLY,  INC. 

An  Ohio  Corporation 

Only  Independent  Theatre  Supply 
Dealer  in  the  Cleveland  Territory 

L.  P.  LANGFORD 
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•fi  Payne  Ave.  at  East  23rd  St.  Cleveland  % 
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Season's  Greetings  I 


SHARP'S 

SERVICE  STATION 

Mobilgas  — Mobiloil 
Tires  — Batteries 


B 

% 
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2103  Payne  Ave.  Cleveland,  Ohio 
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MAX  LEFKOWICH 
HENRY  GREENBERGER 

and 

ASSOCIATES 

ol  ^ 

COMMUNITY  THEATRE  CIRCUIT  | 

of  Cleveland  ^ 

Extend  Best  Wishes  B 

for  I 

A MERRY  CHRISTMAS  and  ^ 

A PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR  V' 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and 

A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

from 

NAT  BARACH 

and 

LEROY  KENDIS 


of 

NATIONAL  SCREEN 
SERVICE  CO. 


Ticket  Tax  Legislation 
A Virtual  Certainty 

Columbus — Admissions  tax  legislation 
is  virtually  certain  to  be  introduced  in 
the  General  Assembly  which  convenes 
the  first  week  in  January. 

City  officials  at  a state-wide  meeting 
in  Cleveland  recently  recommended  the 
passage  of  a state  law  which  would  per- 
mit municipalities  to  impose  local  faxes 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  relief  needs. 
Among  those  suggested  is  an  amusement 
tax. 

The  Ohio  Farm  Bureau  Federation, 
meeting  here,  also  adopted  a resolution 
asking  that  the  state  admissions  tax  be 
increased. 

B 

Showdown  on  Games 
In  Massillon  to  Wait 


Massillon,  Ohio — Starting  of  a court 
test  of  the  “legality”  of  Prosperity  Club 
drawings  at  the  Lincoln  here  has  been 
delayed  until  later  in  the  month,  City 
Solicitor  Sherlock  H.  Evans  explaining  he 
has  no  definite  proof  that  I.  H.  Solomon, 
manager  of  the  theatre,  had  made  pay- 
ment to  this  week’s  winner. 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Blaumheiser  of  Massillon 
was  given  a certificate  for  $250  in  the  De- 
cember 11  drawing.  Solomon  said  the 
money  had  been  paid  and  offered  to  make 
a statement  to  that  effect,  in  order  to  bring 
the  matter  into  court.  Evans,  however, 
said  he  would  wait  until  later,  probably 
until  after  next  week’s  drawing,  to  see 
how  much  was  offered  by  the  theatre.  If 
no  payment  was  made  this  week,  the  draw- 
ing will  be  $900. 

Evans  admitted  there  is  a possibility  he 
will  have  the  case  completed  and  ready 
for  hearing  within  a week.  He  stated  that 
in  any  event  Mrs.  Blaumheiser  will  be 
called  as  a witness  to  prove  the  money 
was  awarded. 

Police  kept  close  watch  a few  nights 
later  at  the  Grand  here  where  Alden  Brin- 
ham,  manager,  conducted  Bank  Night  for 
the  fourth  time  since  the  city’s  gambling 
ban  went  into  effect.  As  no  award  was 
made  at  either  house,  police  took  no  ac- 
tion. 


Up  New  Years  Price 

Detroit — The  Michigan  and  Fox,  larg- 
est Detroit  houses,  will  boost  the  usual  65,- 
cent  top  up  to  $1.65  and  $1.10  for  New 
Year’s  Eve  shows.  Both  will  present  stage 
shows.  A year  ago  the  houses  played 
straight  pictures  on  New  Year’s  at  $1.00 
top. 


Handle  Astor  Product 

Detroit  — Allied  Film  exchange  has 
signed  with  Astor  Pictures  for  distribution 
rights  in  this  territory.  Allied  will  have 
three-reel  westerns  as  well  as  features.  H. 
Vinton  Gilbert  is  manager. 


Meadows  Renews  Strand 

Dawson  Springs,  Ky. — J.  H.  Meadows 
has  reconditioned  and  re-equipped  his 
Strand  here.  Improvements  include  a 
new  sound  system,  screen,  projectors 
and  marquee. 


Best  Wishes  for 
A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and 

A PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR 

ARGUS,  INC. 

Arguslite  Fixtures  for  Fluorescent  Lamps 
Sound  and  Projector  Service 

206  Film  Bldg.  Cleveland 


RUSS  E.  WILSON 

Manager 

BEST  DEVICES 
COMPANY 

Builders  of 
Projection  Apparatus 
EXTENDS 

GREETINGS  OF  THE  SEASON 
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National  Theatre 
Supply  Company 

L.  H.  WALTERS 

Manager 

Merry  Christmas 
Happy  New  Year 


B 


B 
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We  Wish  You 
A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and 

A PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR 

ART  GUILD  STUDIOS 


B 


B 


Designers  of  Theatrical  Posters,  Signs, 
Display  Cases,  Frames  and 
Theatre  Fronts. 

ROBERT  BIAL 
General  Manager  :ig 

Film  Bldg.  'Cleveland 

COMPLIMENTS 


I 


of 

HENRY  HELLRIEGEL 

Specialist  in 

THEATRE  BUILDING  and 
REMODELING 

2110  May  view  Ave.  Cleveland  j| 
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Pa,  School  Girl  Wins 
Santa  Fe"  Contest 

Irwin,  Pa. — Marian  Siegel,  high  school 
pupil  here,  has  been  selected  as  the  win- 
ner of  the  recent  Scholastic  Magazine 
“Santa  Pe  Trail”  contest,  the  grand  prize 
of  which  is  an  all-expense  trip  to  the 
Santa  Pe,  New  Mexico,  world  premiere  of 
the  Warner  feature  for  the  student  and 
teacher. 

Miss  Siegel,  who  wrote  the  best  25-word 
imaginary  conversation  that  might  have 
taken  place  between  Jeb  Stuart  and  John 
Brown  when  Stuart  was  captured  by 
Brown’s  followers,  joined  the  eastern  dele- 
gation in  New  York  from  where  the  party 
left  for  the  premiere. 

Ninety-nine  other  prizes  were  awarded 
in  addition  to  the  all-expense  trip  for  the 
winning  contestant. 


.CLEVELAND. 


Compliments  of  the  Season 

SMITH  & aOSTEHS 

ETRON  W WINDOW  CARDS 


Displays  for  Every  PuriM)se 


I 

li 

I ; 2000  Superior  Ave.  Cleveland 

Merry  Christmas  — Happy  New  Year 

DISTRIBUTORS  SALES  CO. 

The  NEWEST  in  THEATRE  GAMES 
and  PREMIUMS 

625  Film  Bldg.  Cleveland 

S SEASON’S  GREETINGS 

From 

FRANK  MASEK  — JACK  WATTS 
VERNON  HOBBS 

of 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

in  CLEVELAND 

Holiday  Greetings 
From 

HARRY  A.  LANDE  and  PAUL  LANDE 
of 

INDEPENDENT  FILM  SERVICE 

205  Film  Building  Cleveland  j| 


Extending:  To  You  Our  Best  Wishes 
for 

A MERRY  CHRISTMAS  and 
^ A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  M 

i L C.  GROSS  E.  S.  JOHNSON  f 

MRS.  ELMA  ALBRECHT 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and 

A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 
from 

P.  E.  ESSICK  JAMES  E.  SCOVILLE 

HOWARD  REIE  DAN  STEARNS 
H.  A.  FLINN 


GREETINGS  OF  THE  SEASON  f 
EXPLOITATION  PICTURES  OF  OHIO  | 
Lee  W.  Chapman  ^ 

Distributing  . J 

Damaged  Goods  Secrets  of  a Model  j f 
507  Film  Bldg.  Cleveland  : | 


I 
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New  Chief  Barker — 

William  Onie,  head  of  the  Monogram 
exchange,  who  succeeds  John  Allen  as 
new  chief  barker  of  the  Cincinnati 
Variety  Club,  following  Allen’s  trans- 
fer to  Washington,  has  been  a promi- 
nent independent  distributor  in  this 
territory  for  many  years.  His  first  of- 
ficial function  will  be  the  club’s  New 
Year’s  party,  limited  to  200,  to  be  held 
at  the  clubrooms  in  the  Netherland 
Plaza  Hotel.  Nat  Kaplan,  Andy  Neiden- 
thal  and  Noah  Schaecter  comprise  the 
arrangements  committee.  “Pep”  Gol- 
den and  Arthur  Frudenfeld  will  have 
charge  of  the  floor  show. 


Charleston  Opening 

Charleston,  W.  Va. — The  new  Village, 
seating  500,  will  be  ready  for  opening 
after  the  first  of  the  year,  according  to 
John  B.  Gardner,  who  was  formerly  as- 
sociated with  the  Alpine  circuit.  This  new 
house  is  at  39th  and  McCorkle  Ave. 


Blatts  in  Martinsburg 

Martinsburg,  Pa. — Roxy  here  has  been 
acquired  by  the  Blatt  Bros,  circuit.  The 
house  will  be  modernized  and  will  be  re- 
opened after  the  first  of  the  year,  with 
William  Blatt  in  charge. 


.CLEVELAND , 


TO  ALL  OF  OUR  FRIENDS 


WE  WISH 

A MERRY  CHRISTMAS  and 
A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


Season's  Greetings  ' t' 
P.  L.  TANNER 

THE  FILM  TRANSIT  COMPANY 
Cleveland,  Ohio 


Equipping  Esquire  for  an 
Early  Debut  in  Toledo 

Toledo — The  Esquire,  new  house  built 
by  the  Libby-Owens  estate,  now  is  being 
equipped  and  will  be  operated  by  the  Es- 
quire Theatre  Corp.  with  Wally  Caldwell 
as  president  and  general  manager. 

The  Esquire  is  a stadium-type  structure, 
making  possible  an  unobstructed  view  from 
all  seats.  Newest  type  of  equipment  is 
being  furnished  including  roll-away  chairs 
and  “love”  seats.  It  will  have  900  seats. 

The  policy  will  follow  that  of  the  Trans 
Lux  in  New  York— single  features  and  se- 
lected shorts  with  emphasis  on  newsreels. 

Wally  Caldwell  severed  a 14-year  con- 
nection with  Loew’s  to  become  general 
manager  in  charge  of  the  new  house.  Dur- 
ing that  time  he  managed  Loew  houses  in 
Pittsburgh  and  Toledo. 

The  new  Esquire  will  be  completed  about 
January  15. 


.CLEVELAND. 


Merry  Christmas  Happy  New  Year  ^ 
From 

Co-Operative  Theatres  of  Ohio 
MILTON  A.  MOONEY 
and 

Associates 

Greetings  of  the  Season 
From 

JOS.  WOLF'S  RESTAURANT 
1609  East  21st  Street  Cleveland 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS  - HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


LAKE  SHORE  SALES  CO. 


F.  ARTHUR  SIMON 


404  Film  Bldg. 


PRospect  4583 


•I 


BEST  WISHES 
For 

A Merry  Christmas  and  A Happy  New  Year 

PAUL  GUSDANOVIC 

and  Associate:^ 

Operating-  the 

Avalon  - Corlett  - LaSalle  - Reg-ent  Theatres 
in  Cleveland 

HOLIDAY  GREETINGS  and  BEST  WISHES 

from  ; f. 

JOE  LEAVITT 

Operating  the 

INDEPENDENT  SCREEN  ROOM 

Film  Bidg.  Cleveland 

To  All  % 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  and  & 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  S 


THE  FILM  BUILDING  BARBER  SHOP  S 

I HOLIDAY  GREETINGS 

I’  HENRY  BARDEN  MEYER  KAPLAN 

I ; Operating  The  Superior  and  Crown 
3 j Theatres  in  Cleveland 
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JJLIZABETH  CUNNINGHAM  will  enjoy 
her  Xmas  at  home,  having  returned 
there  from  Mercy  Hospital  where  she  un- 
derwent an  appendectomy.  She’ll  resume 
her  Republic  exchange  duties  at  an  early 
date  . . . G.  P.  Knapp,  RCA  relief  en- 
gineer here,  has  been  called  to  the  Cam- 
den office  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burtus  Bishop 
jr.  were  hosts  at  the  family  night  party 
in  the  Variety  Club  December  20  . . . The 
Ladies’  Theatrical  Club  is  in  charge  of 
the  annual  kiddies’  Christmas  party  at 
the  Variety  Club.  Date  has  been  changed 
from  December  21  to  Tuesday  noon,  De- 
cember 24  . . . Club  members’  party,  with 
exchange  of  gifts,  will  be  held  Monday 


evening,  December  23,  with  C.  J.  Latta  and 
the  retiring  officers  in  charge. 

There  will  he  no  New  Year’s  Eve  party 
at  the  Variety  Club  but  there  will  be 
Open  House,  until  3 a.  m.,  according  to 
C.  C.  Kellenberg,  7iew  chief  barker  . . . 
Frayik  King,  California  exhibitor,  is  smok- 
ing a new  brand  of  cigarettes. 

Recent  testimonial  dinner  honoring  Bob 
Dunbar  and  F.  D.  Moore,  attended  by  200 
friends,  was  an  evening  to  be  remem- 
bered. Among  speakers  were  Harry  Kal- 
mine,  Warner  circuit  zone  manager;  John 
H.  Harris,  general  manager  of  Harris 
Amusements:  C.  J.  Latta,  Warner  theatres 
district  manager  and  retiring  chief  bar- 


ker of  the  Variety  Club;  Fred  A.  Beedle, 
president  of  the  AMPTO  of  W.  Pa.;  Harry 
Seed,  local  Warner  exchange  manager; 
Bob  Smeltzer,  Warner’s  district  manager; 
Roy  H.  Haines,  Warner’s  eastern  and 
Canadian  sales  manager;  Charles  Rich, 
Warner’s  Cleveland  branch  manager,  and 
Theodore  Mikolowsky,  Masontown  exhibi- 
tor. Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  M-G-M  manager 
here,  who  has  been  promoted  to  the  po- 
sition of  midwestern  district  manager  cov- 
ering Kansas  City,  Oklahoma  City  and 
Memphis,  was  toastmaster.  Members  of 
the  testimonial  committee  included  Jack 
Mapel  of  Point  Marion  (Pa.),  George  Pur- 
cell, Uniontown;  John  Perry,  Belle  Vernon. 

Bob  Keaser,  son  of  Mrs.  J.  L.  Keaser 
of  the  Palace,  Charleroi,  was  a Filmrow 
visitor  the  other  day  with  Bob  Higgins, 
Palace  ma?iager  . . . Bill  Finkel’s  son  Bob 
was  offered  stock  contracts  by  two  major 
Hollywood  studios,  but  he  elected  to  enter 
the  technical  field  and  has  been  named 
as  assistant  to  George  W.  Weeks,  pro- 
ducer of  Moiiogram’s  “Range  Buster’’ 
western  series  starring  Ray  Corrigan,  Max 
Terhune  and  John  King  . . . David  Rosen- 
blum  has  applied  to  the  FCC  for  a per- 
mit for  a new  radio  station  at  Butler,  to 
be  operated  on  680  kilocycles  . . . It’s  a 
second  daughter  for  Johnny  Mayer,  Penn 
artist  . . . Recently  referred  to  as  “Fan- 
tasound,’’  the  new  RCA  somid  equipment 
is  known  as  “Panoramic,”  according  to 
Bill  Jervis,  local  sales  manager  for  RCA 
Photophone.  The  Panoramic  attaches  to 
modern,  or  current,  reproducing  systems, 
and  will  be  introduced  as  soon  as  tech- 
nical standards  are  set. 

“Sun  Tan,”  J.  F.  (Jake)  Smith’s  bull 
dog,  was  responsible  for  the  safety  of 
members  of  the  household  and  possibly 
prevented  more  extensive  fire  damage  Sat- 
urday-a-week  ago  when  defective  wiring 
in  wall  partitions  ignited  the  residence  of 
the  veteran  Barnesboro,  Pa.,  exhibitor. 
While  the  family  slept  in  the  early  hours 
of  the  morning,  the  dog  sounded  the 
warning  by  jumping  onto  the  bed  of  the 
Smiths’  20-year-old  daughter  Dorothy, 
who  was  thus  awakened.  Routed  out  of 
bed  immediately,  the  Smiths  summoned 
the  fire  department.  When  the  walls  were 
cut  into  by  the  firemen,  flames  shot 
through  the  eight-room  house,  causing 
the  loss  of  much  furniture  and  woodwork. 
Hero  “Sun  Tan”  will  be  rewarded.  The 
Smiths  departed  this  week  for  Florida  . . . 
Vern  Scott,  Ideal  circuit  head,  had  Flori- 
da on  his  mind  this  week.  So  did  Harry 
Hendel,  city  exhibitor  . . . John  Scott  of 
Advertising  Accessories  participated  in 
the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  “Grid- 
iron Roast”  last  week  . . . Harry  Kalmine 
and  Harry  Feinstein  of  the  Warner  cir- 
cuit office  attended  the  Philadelphia  Va- 
riety Club  banquet. 

Deer  Report:  Frank  Panoplos,  Clairton 
exhibitor,  bagged  one  in  Potter  county  and 
John  Oglietti,  Leechburg,  brought  in  a 
doe  from  Elk  comity.  Filmrow  boys  with 
good  aim  who  did  their  stuff  included 
Jack  Weltner,  M-G-M,  and  Elwood  Oh- 
linger,  20th-Fox  . . . The  William  R. 
Wheat  juniors  are  grandparents  again  . . . 
Christmas  week  show  at  the  Nixon  is 
“The  Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner,”  with 
Clifton  Webb,  and  for  January  6 the  week’s 
attraction  will  be  Dante,  the  magician’s 
show,  “Sim  Sala  Bim.”  “Yokel  Boy,”  with 
Joe  Penner,  comes  in  later  as  does  “Sepa- 
rate Rooms.” 

Rita  Rhey,  Wilkinsburg  radio  singer, 
is  in  Hollywood  for  the  A1  Pearce  radio 
(Continued  on  page  78) 


WISHING  YOU  A MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND 
A HAPPY  AND  PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR 


Start  the  New  Year  Right  by  Using  CENTURY 
Projectors  and  CYCLEX  Lamps. 

SUPERIOR 

MOTION  PICTURE  SUPPLY  CO. 

A.  F.  MORRONE,  President 

84  Van  Braam  Street  GRant  0724  and  GRant  0725 

PITTSBURGH 
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GENE  AUTRY 


ROy  ROGERS 


DON  BARRY 


SMILEY  BURNETTE 
THE  THREE  MESQUITEERS 

And  All  Other  Republic  Stars  Join  Us  In 
Wishing  You  And  Yours 

3 Jitrrp  Cf)ri£(tmas 

anb 

9 iSeto  l^ear 


JAS.  H.  ALEXANDER  S.  A.  FINEBERG 

HYMEN  M.  WHEELER  LOUIS  E.  HANNA 

CATHERINE  FLANAGAN  ELIZABETH  CUNNINGHAM  IRENE  FISHER 
lOSEPH  DAUGHERTY  WM.  HOLLENBAUGH 

FRED  HART  GERTRUDE  BALL  JOHN  SCHULTZ 

WALTER  THOMAS  COLETTA  SHOWERS 

IDA  HENN  MARY  MAHONEY 

CATHERINE  HUTCHEON  ELITIA  JOSSEY 

REPUBLIC  PICTURES  CORP.  OF  PITTSBURGH 
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PITTSBURGH 

^ 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  I 


AND 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

Twentieth  Century 
Fox  Film  Corporation 

PITTSBURGH 

IRA  H.  COHN  C.  C.  KELLENBERG 

E.  S.  THORPE  GEORGE  MOORE 

AUSTIN  INTERRANTE 
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PITTSBURGH 

COMPLIMENTS  OF  THE  SEASON 
From  the  Boys  of 

^nitcb  ^rtigtg 


PITTSBURGH 


ABE  WEINER 
WILLIAM  SCOTT 
DAVID  BROWN 


HARRY  REES 
JAMES  H.  NASH 
MELVIN  EDELSTEIN 
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SEASON'S  GREETINGS 
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Saal  Gottlieb 

Jack  Mundstuk 

fe* 

& 

1 

Eddie  Moriarty 

John  Zomnir 

«* 

1 

1 

•1 

Milt  Brauman 

Harry  Fendrick 

1 

Max  Shabason 

Irving  Jacobs 

•1 

John  Freinstein 

i 

•1 

BURTUS  BISHOP  jr. 

JOHN  J.  MALONEY 

I 

"The  Friendly  Company" 

1 

1 

1 

METRO  - GOLDWYN  - MAYER 

& 

6 

1 

Pittsburgh 

I 
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Season  s Greetings 


A.  & S.  STEINBERG,  Inc. 

Authorized  Distributors 

RCA  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT 


I 

I 


i 

I 

■i 


Including  RCA  Photophone  and  Magic  Screen 
Brenkert  Lamps  and  Projectors 


1705  Blvd.  of  the  Allies 


ATlantic  6156 


PARAMOUNT  PICTURES 

PITTSBURGH 


EXTENDS 

BEST  WISHES  FOR  A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and 

A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


D.  KIMELMAN 

E.  M.  STUVE 


R.  E.  CASKEY 
CHARLES  MERGEN 
GUY  H.  PETERSON 


“If  It’s  a Paramount  Picture  It’s  the  Best  Show  in 
Tovm” 


S: 
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SEASON'S  GREETINGS 


RCA  Photophone 


PITTSBURGH  DISTRICT 


Helen  Costello 
H.  E.  Frisbie 
Frank  Hamre 
''P.  C."  Humphrey 


Bill  Jervis 
Ray  Sear 
John  Steely 
Charlie  Underhill 


J.  P.  Ware 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF  THE  SEASON 
From 


COLUMBIA 

Pittsburgh 

ART  LEVY  JACK  KOHLER 

SID  SUGARMAN  BOB  KIMELMAN 

JOE  GINS  SIDNEY  GOLDBERG 

GEORGE  TICE 


PETER  DANA 
DAVE  BARNHOLTZ 
LOU  HESS 
WILLIAM  SATORI 
LEO  CANTOR 
FRANCIS  GUEHL 
PETER  QUITER 
MAURICE  SILVERBERG 
AL  LOSTETTER 

New  Universal 

PITTSBURGH 


HOLIDAY  GREETINGS 

From 


I.  A.  T.  S.  E.  & M.  P.  M.  O. 

LOCAL  No.  171 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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Happy  Holiday.  Greetings  I 
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HOLIDAY  GREETINGS 

HERBERT  H.  GREENBLATT 
IKE  SWEENEY 
CARL  PEPPERCORN 
RICHARD  LANGE 
MORRIS  LEFKO 
DAVID  C.  SILVERMAN 
PAUL  REITH 
MELVIN  MANN 


RKO-Radio  Pictures 
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Sincere  Best  Wishes  for  the 
Holiday  Season 

HARRY  SEED 
F.  D.  MOORE 

CHAS.  L.  DORTIC 

JERRY  WECHSLER 

LEON  NELSON 

— ■ The  Pittsburgh  Boys  — 

WARNER  BROS.  PICTURES 
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SEASON'S  GREETINGS 

MARK  GOLDMAN 
SAUL  I.  PERILMAN 
BILL  LIEBLER 
LAWRENCE  CARETTIE 
DORA  L.  STEINBERG 
CECILIA  GUEHL 
THELMA  WURDOCK 

Monogram  Pictures 

PITTSBURGH 
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(Continued  from  page  74) 
show  December  27  and  will  be  screen 
tested  by  several  studios  . . . John  H. 
Harris  may  be  the  Republican  choice  for 
mayor  of  Pittsburgh  . . . Marian  Siegel, 
Norwin  High  School  pupil,  an  essay  win- 
ner in  a Warner  exploitation  contest,  and 
her  English  teacher,  Annabelle  Willis,  of 
the  Irwin,  Pa.,  school,  were  in  Santa  Fe, 
N.  M.,  as  special  guests  at  the  premiere 
of  “Santa  Fe  Trail,”  which  is  now  on 
view  at  the  Stanley  . . . Harry  M.  Kal- 
mine,  George  Jaffe,  Joe  Hiller  and  Eddie 
“Seckatary  Hawkins”  Ritenbaugh  were 
among  the  “old  newsboys”  who  sold  spe- 
cial editions  of  the  Monday  Press  to  help 
needy  crippled  children. 

Jack  Judd,  local  poster  renter,  states 


several  additional  renters  have  joined 
the  new  riational  association  since  its  or- 
ganization last  week  in  Chicago  . . . Ted 
Brown  in  the  “Hollywood  on  the  Loose” 
unit,  with  Arlene  Whelan,  Alexander 
D'Arcy  and  Shaw  & Lee,  has  been  playing 
a ?iumber  of  successful  ejigagements  in 
the  territory  . . . Ed  Morton  is  much  im- 
proved after  being  hospitalized  and  the 
local  NTS  manager  and  Mrs.  Morton  de- 
parted this  week  for  Florida. 


Set  a Frankie  Darro 

Hollywood — Monogram  will  make  “I 
Cover  the  Town”  as  the  next  in  the 
Frankie  Darro  series.  Lindsley  Parsons 
will  produce.  Edmund  Kelso  is  doing  the 
script. 
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Greetings  of  the  Season 


WILLIAM  NAIDENOFF 


THEATRE  DECORATOR 


425  Van  Braam  St. 


court  8544 


Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


! 


I I 

I Enjoy  a More  I 
I Prosperous  1941  with  a f 


MANLEY  LIFETIME 
MODEL 


I 
I 
I 
I 
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R.  J.  lEFFRIES 

Box  9L 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


SINCERE  WISHES  FOR  A .| 

MOST  PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR  | 

J A C K J U D D I 

Theatre  Poster  Service 

1709  Blvd.  of  the  Allies  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  g 
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Season's  Greetings 

N.  A.  N.  AUTOMATIC 
LIGHT  CONTROL  CO. 


I FRED  SOLOMON  | 

I AMERICAN  POSTER  SUPPLY  CO.  | 

a f 

S 415  Van  Braam  St.  :R 

a tt 

p Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


GREETINGS  OF  THE  SEASON 
American  Theatrical  Valance  Co. 
a ManufiU'turers  of  Valances,  Drapes  ami  ^ 

ff:  Seat  Covers  § 

^ 900  Fifth  Ave.  - COurt  4560  - Pittsburgh  & 

Filmrow  Display  Room  at  ^ 

S 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies 

Season's  Greetings  » 

ANDREW  BATTISTON  | 

Alexander  Film  Company  W' 

and  Alexander  Previews  g: 

1711  Blvd.  of  the  Allies  GRant  2166  g 


New  Pa.  Bills  Propose 
Supervised  Gambling 


Harrisburg — A flock  of  bills  to  legalize 
gambling  is  expected  to  be  introduced 
into  the  next  session  of  the  Pennsylvania 
legislature  which  convenes  January  7. 
Various  measures  will  be  considered,  in- 
cluding the  re-introduced  bills  for  state 
lotteries,  legalization  of  gambling  and 
theatre  attendance  games. 

Provisions  are  for  the  state  to  super- 
vise such  games  or  lotteries  and  tax  same, 
the  revenue  to  be  allotted  to  relief  and 
assistance  departments.  One  bill  draft, 
to  be  sponsored  by  John  J.  Haluska,  state 
senator  from  Cambria  county,  will  call  for 
a state  “Townsend”  plan  legalizing  gam- 
bling and  theatre  games. 

The  regular  pari-mutuel  bills  will  come 
to  the  front  again  early  in  new  session  of 
the  general  assembly.  Other  than  meas- 
ures attempting  to  legalize  and  tax  thea- 
tre games  or  theatre  cash  awards,  the 
industry  is  not  expected  to  be  exploited. 


LaMantia  Will  Open  New 
Theatre  in  Nanty  Glo 

Nanty  Glo,  Pa. — A new  theatre  will  be 
opened  here  within  the  next  few  weeks 
by  Philip  LaMantia,  who  operates  the 
Dodge  agency  here.  The  theatre,  con- 
verted from  a business  structure,  will  seat 
500. 

LaMantia  was  formerly  a partner  with 
Joseph  L.  Delisi  who  owns  and  operates 
the  Capitol  and  New  Family  here.  Sev- 
eral years  ago  he  announced  that  he 
planned  his  own  theatre  but  until  re- 
cently he  did  not  forward  this  project. 
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Compliments  of  the 
Season 

Designing  and  Distinctive 
Decorating 

ZeVan  Studios 
BILLY  ZeVAN 

278  Shady  Avenue 
Pittsburgh 


Stage  Settings 


^ Draperies 
a- 

.a 

»: 

GREETINGS 

I ARCUS  TICKET  CO. 

iff:  Chicago 

i PETER  J.  ALDERMAN 

a ATlantic  4874 

i?:  1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

.|  GREETINGS 

of  the  Season 

I MORT  <S  ART  ENGLAND 

^ 425  Van  Braam  St.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
S ATlantic  1760 
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Pittsburgh  10  Years  Ago 


Let’s  look  back  into  our  files  of  a decade 
ago  . . . Beloved  Marie  Dressier  was  seen 
on  our  cover  page  . . . And  among  our 
friends  extending  holiday  greetings  were 
Sam  Lefko,  Bill  Graner,  Harry  D.  Price, 
George  W.  Collins  and  Bill  LeBarton  of 
Pathe;  Joe  Kaliski,  Ed  Lebby,  R.  S. 
Wehrle,  Mannie  Steinberg  and  Jack  Gra- 
ham of  Educational-Sono  Art  World  Wide; 
Ira  H.  Cohn,  Prank  L.  Ryan,  Samuel  N. 
Wheeler,  C.  C.  Kellenberg,  George  Moore, 
Austin  Interrante,  Joe  Vandergrift  and 
Joe  Hanna  of  Pox;  A.  H.  Schnitzer,  Max 
Shulgold  and  Charles  B.  Kosco  of  the  new 
RKO;  Art  Morrone  of  Superior  M.  P.  Sup- 
ply Co.;  Jim  Alexander,  Sam  Pineberg, 
Hymen  Wheeler,  Andy  Cherry,  Catherine 
Bohn,  Elizabeth  Cunningham,  Irene  Pish- 
er,  William  Hollenbaugh,  Milton  Miller, 
Harry  Pry,  Teresa  Krobat,  Minnie  Miller, 
Coletta  Showers  and  Plorence  McKenzie 
of  the  Alexander  Pilm  Service;  N.  A.  N. 
Pilm  Safety  Control  Co.  and  others. 

Pittsburgh  film  exchanges  were  serving 
798  theatres  in  this  area,  247  of  them  be- 
ing unwired  for  sound;  of  the  551  thea- 
tres equipped  for  sound,  275  installations 


were  of  the  disc  type  reproducers  . . . 
One  hundred  seventy-six  theatres  were 
closed  and  most  of  the  theatres  operating 
were  doing  great  community  service  in 
staging  relief  and  welfare  shows  . . . Po- 
tatoes, coal  and  groceries  were  being  ac- 
cepted at  numerous  theatres  as  the  price 
of  admission,  theatre  managers  cooperat- 
ing with  a worthy  local  agency  in  redis- 
tributing these  products  to  needy  fam- 
ilies . . . D.  J.  Selznick  was  president  of 
the  Allied  exhibitor  association  and  James 

G.  Balmer  was  chief  barker  of  the  Variety 
Club  . . . The  Fox-UA-NTS  building  was 
under  construction  . . . The  MPTO  had 
just  moved  from  its  quarters  in  the  Henry 
Hotel  to  the  Van  Building  on  Pilmrow  . . . 
The  late  Dennis  A.  Harris’  will  had  been 
probated  and  his  estate  was  reported  in 
excess  of  a million  dollars  . . . Joseph  P. 
Lefko  was  manager  of  Tiffany  and  Lou 
Engel  was  the  company’s  sales  represen- 
tative . . . Warner-First  National  and 
Vitaphone  had  just  been  merged  with  Roy 

H.  Haines  as  manager,  Harold  Dunn,  for- 
mer Warner  manager,  being  advanced  to 
the  New  York  office.  Dave  Ferguson  of 


First  National  was  eliminated  in  the  mer- 
ger . . . Harry  E.  Reiff  was  general  man- 
ager of  the  Vigilant  Safety  Control  Co. 
. . . Bob  Caskey  had  parted  with  Para- 
mount and  had  joined  Columbia  . . . Wal- 
ter Silverberg  resigned  as  manager  here 
for  General  Talking  Pictures  Corp.  . . . 
Bert  M.  Steam  was  manager  for  United 
Artists;  Martin  Solomon,  Columbia;  Abe 
Chapman,  Standard;  Harry  H.  Milstein, 
Universal;  Harry  Goldstein,  Paramount; 
John  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M  . . . Archie 
Pineman  opened  the  Granada,  Beaver 
Falls,  Christmas  week. 

Dick  Powell  was  the  popular  emcee  at 
the  Enright  . . . John  H.  Harris  was  zone 
manager  here  for  Warner  theatres  and 
Harry  M.  Kalmine  was  in  charge  of  the 
company’s  New  Jersey  circuit  . . . Jimmy 
Nash  was  the  representative  of  Alexander 
Film’s  advertising  reels  . . . Milton  Brau- 
man  was  doing  some  local  actin’  . . . The 
exhibitors  were  asking  a cut  in  protec- 
tion (clearance  was  protection  in  those 
days)  . . . L.  B.  Cool  was  manager  of  the 
Fulton  . . . 'The  industry  was  mourning  the 
deaths  of  Lon  Chaney  and  Milton  Sills 
. . . The  Thacher  decree  had  been  issued 
and  the  Supreme  Court  had  outlawed 
compulsory  arbitration  and  the  credit  sys- 
tem. Film  board  of  trade  was  “out  of 
business”  for  a while  but  it  began  to  func- 

( Continued  on  page  88) 
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Very  Best  Wishes  for 


^ Mtvv^  Cfjrigtmag  anb  a i|appp  |9car 

To  Our  Many  Friends 
horn 

Producers  Releasins  Corporation 


1623  Blvd.  of  the  Allies 

MILTON  LEFTON 

JEANETTE  SIMPSON 

ANN  DeRENZO 


LEW  LEFTON.  Manager 

JOE  FLESHIN 

DAVE  LEFTON 

WILLIAM  NESBITT 


Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


GODFREY  LEFTON 

STANLEY  LIEBERFARB 

LOTTE  HANNAN 
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Season’s  Greetings  to  My 
Exhibitor  Friends 

DON  D’CARLO 


All  Tyi>es  of  Stage  Acts 

Don’t  Wait  Until  the  Last  Minute — Get  Your 
New  Year’s  Shows  Booked. 

1723  Blvd.  of  the  Allies  ATlantic  7877 

S PITTSBURGH 


Compliments  of  the  Season 

ALVIN  SEILER  f 

Servant  to  the  Theatre  Trade 


Holiday  Greetings 

s 


1711  Blvd.  of  the  Allies  GRant  2166  ip  ^ 


N.  H.  LAZIER 

^ Berio  Vending  Co.  £ 

315  Semple  St.  SChenley  7089  ^ 

Pittsburgh  ^ 

'^}  Candy  Machines  of  Distinction 


Greetings  to  Our  Many  Friends  '§ 

MAX  AND  MARTHA  SHULGOLD  f 
Crown  Film  Company  £ 

1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies  ATlantic  8359  $ 


LOUIS  KRIEGER  I 

“UNCLE  LOU"  I 

Independent  Distributor  £ 

1022  Forbes  Street,  Pittsburgii  3K 

Sincere  Good  Wishes  for  a Merry  Christmas 
and  a Happy  New  Year 


^ PROGRAMS 
S’  Pittsburgh 

^ 70  Van  Braam  St. 


POSTERS  I 


GRant  5786 
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Holliday  Greetings 

E.  B.  MORTON 
"NEWT"  WILLIAMS 
CLARK  SMITH 

National  Theatre 
Supply  Company 

Pittsburgh 


I 
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I GREETINGS  OF  THE  SEASON  | 

I LeVIANT  PRINTING  COMPANY  | % 


GREETINGS  OF  THE  SEASON 

EXHIBITORS'  SERVICE  CO. 

West  Gen.  Robinson,  Scotland  & Shore 
Avenue 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


BOXOFFICE  : : December  21,  1940 


79 


Midwest-Cooperative  Suit  in 
Third  Week  in  Detroit 


Detroit — The  trial  of  the  suit  of  Mid- 
west Theatres  against  Cooperative  Thea- 
tres of  Michigan  went  into  its  third  week 
with  the  prospect  that  witnesses  to  be 
introduced  for  the  plaintiff  would  require 
until  some  time  next  week  to  complete 
their  testimony.  Background  of  the  suit 
was  covered  in  last  week’s  issue  of  Box- 
office. 


A1  Grasgrin,  manager  of  the  Flatroc 
Theatre  at  Flat  Rock,  Mich.,  presented 
testimony  intended  to  show  that  his  house 
is  forced  to  play  some  60  days  after  what 
he  considers  its  natural  opposition,  the 
Butterfield  Theatres  at  Monroe,  although, 
so  it  was  said,  the  Butterfield  manage- 
ment would  be  willing  for  the  Flatroc  to 
follow  only  seven  days  after  Monroe.  Rea- 


DETROIT 


% Season's  Greetings  From 

I GEORGE  KAPPS  | 

I DECORATIVE  METAL  PRODUCTS  CO.  | 

^ 15759  Wildemere  Ave. 

.15  Phone  University  1-7729 
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I THEATRES  | 
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^ Alex  Schreiber  § 

||  Harold  H.  Smilay  § 

1 William  A.  London  % 

I ^ 
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Season's  Greetings 


f ALBERT  DEZEL  ROADSHOWS  I 

I ^ 

2310  Cass  Ave.  Detroit  § 
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MERRY  CHRISTMAS  K 

and  a ^ 

^ HAPPY  NEW  YEAPv  g 

I SENATE  — KRAMER  — CRYSTAL  I 
I Theatres 

BEN  J.  COHN 


p. 


SEASON'S  GREETINGS  | 

TO  THE  INDUSTRY  | 

I 

SAUL  KORMAN  | 

GRANT  THEATRE  I 

I 


I SEASON'S  GREETINGS  from  | 

I JEFFERSON  PASADENA  | 

I PRISCILLA  SHERIDAN  | 

I and  OLIVER  THEATRES  | 

§ Thomas  D.  Moule  David  Newman  8 

a ® 

I GREETINGS  FROM  I 

I MORT  GRASS  I 


National  Theatre  Engineering  Co 


Sound  Service  Engineers 


t 7639  Mack  Ave. 


PLaza  4707 


& 

We  Wish  Our  Team  Sponsors  S‘ 
•|  A MERRY  CHRISTMAS  and  | 

I A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  | 

•I  NIGHTINGALE  CLUB  | 

&•  8 
.55  Bowling  Committee  ® 


Season's  Greetings 

EXHIBITORS'  TRUCK  SERVICE 
COMPANY 

I JOSEPH  A.  SMITH  HELEN  R.  MOORE 


I 

I GREETINGS  | 

I VARIETY  ENTERPRISES,  INC.  | 

I 

GRANADA  THEATRE 

»: 

I 

I 


Season's  Greetings 


I MAX  BLUMENTHAL 


GREETINGS  from 

LOBDELL  MOVIE  SIGN  SERVICE 

Hand-Painted  Banners  for  Theatrical 
Trade 

Phone:  Arlington  1770 
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Wishing  You  a Merry  Christmas 
and  a Happy  New  Year 

NORTOWN  and  CASINO 
THEATRES 

John  Tatu  Victor  Petriks 


i? 


son  for  the  difference  in  protection,  as 
presented  in  Grasgrin’s  testimony,  was 
that  Cooperative  insisted  that  the  Flatroc 
be  classed  in  the  Trenton  rather  than 
Monroe  territory,  and  thereby  caused  Flat- 
roc to  play  after  a Co-op  house  at  Tren- 
ton. 

Raymond  E.  Moon,  now  manager  of 
Mutual  Theatres,  who  was  one-time  man- 
ager of  Cooperative,  in  his  first  appear- 
ance on  the  stand,  testified  that  Co- 
operative closed  as  a unit  for  all  houses, 
although  deals  were  negotiated  individual- 
ly for  each  member  house  or  group,  and 
gave  evidence  on  some  situations  where 
independent  houses  could  not  get  product 
at  any  price,  although  Cooperative  houses 
were  able  to,  according  to  the  testimony. 

Recalled  to  the  Stand,  Moon  confirmed 
previous  testimony,  with  additional  infor- 
mation, and  made  the  point  that  no  co- 
ercion or  threats  were  used  in  closing 
Co-op  deals  as  a unit. 

Continuing  as  a witness  for  the  first 
three  days  of  this  week.  Moon  went  ex- 
tensively into  the  history  of  Cooperative, 
into  its  early  organization  and  predeces- 
sor organizations,  and  into  many  facts  of 
interest  in  the  general  practice  of  the  in- 
dustry. Testimony  was  apparently  directed 
to  inform  the  court  of  prevailing  industry 
routine,  and  considerable  time  was  taken 
up  along  this  line.  There  were  some  legal 
discussions  between  counsel  for  both  sides 
as  to  the  significance  of  some  of  the  testi- 
mony introduced.  Toward  the  close  of 
Moon’s  testimony,  reference  was  made  to 
the  “cliques”  which,  he  said,  had  arisen 
in  Cooperative,  ultimately  resulting  in 
forcing  him  out  of  the  organization. 

Cross-Examine  Strukel 

Only  other  witness  of  the  week  was 
Frank  Strukel,  manager  of  Mrs.  Max  Man- 
teuffel’s  Martha  Washington  Theatre  in 
Hamtramck,  Mich.,  who  is  one  of  the  de- 
fendants in  the  case,  and  was  called  for 
cross-examination  by  plaintiff’s  counsel. 

Three  more  witnesses  remained  to  be 
called  by  the  plaintiff — William  Schulte, 
owner  of  a string  of  houses  in  Detroit  and 
upstate;  Frank  Stuart,  personnel  manager 
for  the  Midwest  Theatres  Circuit,  and 
James  C.  Ritter,  former  national  president 
of  Allied  and  a member  of  Cooperative. 


Traific  Problem  Solved 
By  a Boy  Scout  Troop 

Detroit — An  ingenious  solution  of  the 
traffic  problem  created  by  children’s 
matinees  on  Saturday  has  been  found  by 
Edward  (Ideas)  Jacobson,  manager  of  the 
Moss  circuit’s  new  Parkside  Theatre,  in  a 
tieup  with  a neighborhood  Boy  Scout  troop. 
About  a dozen  boys  from  the  troop  have 
been  assigned  to  traffic  duty  weekly.  They 
are  provided  with  a white  flag  and  a 
whistle  to  direct  traffic,  and,  in  return, 
the  theatre  invites  them  to  see  the  show 
gratis.  There  is  considerable  competition 
for  the  assignment  among  members  of 
the  troop. 


Comedy  Lead  for  Horton 

Hollywood — Edward  Everett  Horton 
will  play  the  comedy  lead  in  “Sunny,” 
Anna  Neagle  starrer.  Herbert  Wilcox  will 
produce  and  direct  for  RKO. 


Air-Conditioned  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Montcalm 

meeting  peace  for  the  industry 
“Food  You’ll  Remember’’ 

DON  DRI.SCOLL,  and  JIMMY  KING 
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Bob  Hope  Star  of  Duo 
Revived  in  Detroit 


HE  T R O ll[  T 


THE  Billposters’  Local  had  its  first  fam- 
ily  party  Saturday  night  and  the  ladies 
and  offspring  really  got  acquainted.  Mat- 
thew Kobe  was  general  chairman.  Michael 
Noch,  business  agent,  was  busy  greeting 
all  guests.  Jack  Bell  of  the  United  and 
Mrs.  Bell  appeared  to  be  the  “leading 
couple”  of  the  evening.  Clarence  D. 
Blessed,  president  of  Walker  and  Co., 
missed  a play  (he  had  the  lead)  at  the 
Players  Club  to  attend.  Gordon  Neville, 
former  business  agent,  among  those  most 
active  . . . Prank  Estabrook,  who  was  with 
the  old  Whitney  Theatre  here  in  1880,  and 
still  active,  was  a guest  . . . Occasion  was 
Victory  Party  for  the  silver  trophy  award- 
ed for  the  best  float  in  the  Labor  Day 
parade. 

Frank  Polino  and  Freddie  Beck  have  the 
new  Film  Club  . . . Eddie  Jacobson,  man- 
ager of  the  Moss  Brothers’  Parkside,  had 
to  take  to  his  bed  after  the  big  Kids’  Mati- 
nee Saturday  . . . Mrs.  Jacob  Schreiber  is 
showing  a distmct  improvement  in  health, 
her  husband  reports  . . . Charles  A.  Simms, 
manager  of  Don  McHenry’s  Granada, 
seems  to  be  keeping  his  identity  a secret 
. . . Harry  Kalajian,  head  of  the  Detroit 
Projector  Co.,  reports  the  company  will  re- 
sume operations  in  a few  months. 


Estelle  Friedenberg,  “ex”  of  Pilmrow,  is 
efficiently  handling  the  front  office  for  the 
Nichols  Co.,  acoustical  engineers  . . . Rosa- 
lind Owen,  PRC  inspectress,  was  recently 
married  to  Joseph  Iller,  who  is  a brother 
of  Elizabeth  Iller,  and  Mrs.  Janet  Long  of 
Republic  . . . H.  V.  Gilbert  of  Allied  Films 
has  taken  over  distribution  of  the  reissue 
of  “Corsair,”  with  Chester  Morris  and  Ned 
Sparks. 

Al  Dezel,  roadshowman,  is  back  in  town 
and  distributing  Detroit’s  only  single-bill 
horror-show — “I  Met  a Murderer”  . . . Al 
Ackerman  of  the  East  Side  is  our  official 
telephone  answerer  down  at  Film  Drugs 
. . . The  Goldberg  Twins  aren’t  worried 
about  holiday  slumps. 


Helen  Brown  (she’s  not  Edna,  either)  is 
leaving  Metro  Premiums  to  join  Sam  Sep- 
lowin’s  Republic  staff  . . . Lilliaii  Ambrozy 
— she’s  new  in  the  industry — is  taking  her 
place  with  Nat  Haase  at  Metro. 

Alex  Schreiber  of  the  Associated  circuit 
was  busy  selling  newspapers  at  the  Film 
Building  Tuesday  for  the  Old  Newsboys’ 
Fund  . . . Clark  S.  Baker,  Columbia  office 
manager,  reports  his  small  daughter  still 
a victim  of  whooping  cough  . . . Charlie 
Perry  of  the  Adams  and  Carl  Shalit,  Co- 
lumbia district  manager,  lunching  at  Irv- 
ing’s. 


Detroit — Booking  a dual  bill  with  Bob 
Hope  in  the  two  pictures,  manager  Sey- 
mour Gruber  of  UDT’s  Norwest  exploit- 
ed the  unusual  booking  combination.  “The 
Cat  and  the  Canary”  and  “Thanks  for 
the  Memory”  were  on  the  bill,  and  the 
fact  was  widely  advertised  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

Special  giveaways  “direct  from  Holly- 
wood” were  a feature  of  the  event,  which 
drew  in  a neighborhood  that  paid  con- 
siderable attention  to  Hope’s  personal  ex- 
pose of  a haunted  house  here  several 
months  ago. 


Lilliaii  Carmen,  who’s  been  singing  at 
the  Book  Casino,  starts  work  on  a Uni- 
versal musical  January  lb  ...  G.  L.  Car- 
rington, Altec  vice-president,  and  Ed  See- 
ley, engineer,  were  visitors  from  New  York 
with  new  test  equipment.  Cliff  Giesseman 
of  Altec  and  your  scribe  have  a hard  time 
making  contact. 

Manager  Rufus  Shepherd  of  UDT’s 
Fisher  put  on  a cartoon  matinee  Saturday 
for  youngsters.  Shepherd  received  a huge 
five-desk  birthday  cake  from  uptown 
merchants  on  the  house’s  12th  anniver- 
sary . . . Leonard  Schechter,  Alexander 
representative,  has  headquarters  on  Liver- 
nois  Avenue  . . . Grant  Hawkins,  man- 
ager of  the  Varsity,  turned  in  a troupe  of 
usherette-dolls  to  the  Goodfellows.  They 
were  dressed  by  his  own  usherettes. 

Bert  Silver,  veteran  owner  of  the  Silver 
at  Greenville,  was  guest  of  honor  Monday 
at  a civic  celebration  honoring  his  80th 
birthday  . . . Butterfield  will  call  its  new 
house  at  Battle  Creek,  next  door  to  the 
Post  Tavern,  the  Michigan.  It  will  be  ready 
early  in  May  . . . E.  C.  Beatty,  Butterfield 
president,  victim  of  a persistent  cold. 

To  every  reader  of  this  column,  we  wish 
a Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year. 
— H.  F.  R. 


More  Xmas  Charity  Shows; 
The  Parkside  Holds  One 

Detroit — Christmas  benefit  shows  have 
been  given  in  increasing  numbers  this 
year.  Latest  reporting  one  was  the  Park- 
side,  managed  for  the  Moss  circuit  by 
Eddie  Jacobson,  which  admitted  children 
only  to  a matinee,  establishing  no  set 
admission  but  any  price  the  youngsters 
could  afford.  Receipts  went  to  the  Good- 
fellows. 
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Paramount  Preview:  Manager  John  T. 
Howard  was  host  to  film  critics,  news- 
papermen and  radio  figures  for  a special 
screening  of  “Second  Chorus”  at  the  ex- 
change . . . Boris  Morros,  producer,  was 
guest  of  honor.  He  made  many  friends  . . . 
Among  radio  celebrities — the  Gentile 
Brothers  and  Jimmie  Stevenson  . . . Cock- 
tail party  at  Variety  Club  (of  which  How- 
ard is  new  chief  barker)  followed  . . . E. 
C.  Beatty  and  Earl  Hudson,  Butterfield 
and  UDT  heads,  were  among  the  noted 
guests  greeting  Morros. 

Ivan  A.  Clavet’s  business  seems  to  be  a 
secret  with  himself  . . . Milo  J.  Hawley, 
operating  General  Movie  Service,  has 
moved  headquarters,  formerly  on  McClel- 
lan Avenue,  to  208  Pingree  Avenue  . . . 
Stanislawa  Leskiewicz  of  the  Polish  Va- 
riety Bureau,  Polish  film  distributors,  is 
keeping  plenty  busy  these  days  between 
his  various  show  jobs  . . . Ernest  Kessler, 
newcomer  to  show  business,  is  managing 
the  Oliver  which  Tom  Moule  and  Dave 
Newman  have  just  rebuilt. 


Julius  and  Milton  London  of  the  Booth 
are  plenty  busy  getting  their  new  Mid- 
town  ready  for  opening — probably  on  New 
Year’s  Eve  . . . Vincent  Pope,  another  new- 
comer in  the  business,  is  the  new  manager 
of  Joseph  Stoia’s  Circle  in  Dearborn,  suc- 
ceeding George  A.  Ranshaw,  who  is  now 
at  the  Nortown. 


SEASON'S  GREETINGS 

RCA  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

E.  V.  (SMITTY)  SMITH 
,.  Representative 


SEASON'S  COMPLIMENTS 
Erom 


BENNETT  and  STRAIGHT 

Registered  Architects 


201  Schaefer  Bldg. 


Dearborn,  Mich. 
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GREETINGS  FOR  CHRISTMAS 
AND  FOR  ALL  OF  1941 


20th  CENTURY-FOX 


LESTER  STURM,  Manager 
FLOYD  KEILLOR  ART  KNAPP 

E.  A.  WESTCOTT  ROY  CARROW 


& LELAND  SANSHIE  JACK  STURM 
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HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


To  the 


MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY 


FILM  TRUCK  SERVICE 
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DETROIT 


MICHIGAN 


DETROIT 


W.  J.  TURNBULL 
S,  C.  WALDRON 
DON  ATKINSON 


CLARENCE  WILLIAMSON 
G.  M.  STUDEBAKER 
LOUIS  BURMEISTER 


Wish  You  a MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and  a PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR 


NATIONAL 


THEATRE 

SUPPLY 

COMPANY 


Season's  Greetings 

from 

COULTER  PREMIUMS,  INC. 


Represented  by 

B.  L.  BURRISS 


2333  Cass  Ave. 


Telephones 
CA.  2251  CA.  2280 
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Season's  Greetings 

Russell  Johnson  Theatrical  Post  No.  371 


WILLIAM  J.  STOLZ, 

Commander 
SAMUEL  J.  COMELLA, 

Junior  Vice-Commander 
EDWARD  LEON  CROWELL, 

Historian 

HARRY  R.  BERNS, 

Post  Adjutant 

Past  Commanders 

Gilbert  E.  Light  Leslie  P.  Cusick  Jack  Ferentz  Max  Kolin 


ARTHUR  (Buddy)  FIELDS, 
Senior  Vice-Commander 
NORBERT  RICKEN, 
Chaplain 
H.  O.  BLOUGH, 
Finance  Officer 
WILLIAM  E.  MARLEY, 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
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SEASON'S  GREETINGS  I 

PRODUCERS  RELEASING 
CORPORATION 


William  Flemion 
Bert  Foster 


Anne  V,  O'Donnell 
Carl  Zipper 


Sincere  Good  Wishes 


FOR  A 

Merry  Christmas  and 

A Prosperous  New  Year 

KOMER  and  GOLDBERG 
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JACK  GOLDHAR 
SYD  BOWMAN 
PHIL  MONSKY 
BEN  ZIMNER 


MOE  DUDELSON 
ED  WEINGARDEN 
HARRY  LOTZ 


and  entire  staff 


UNITED  ARTISTS 


Wish  You  SEASON'S  GREETINGS 
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DETROIT  MOTION  PICTURE 
OPERATORS  UNION 

I.  A.  T.  S.  E.  LOCAL  199 

Frank  Kinsora,  President 
Roger  Kennedy,  Business  Manager 
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WE  EXTEND  TO  YOU  THE 

Compliments  of  the  Season 


AND  WISH  YOU  HAPPINESS 
AND  PROSPERITY  in  the 

New  Year 


ALLIED  THEATRES 
of  MICHIGAN.  INC. 
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COOPERATIVE 

THEATRES  OF  MICHIGAN 


wishes  you  all 
A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and 

A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 
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Cleveland  Variety  Club 
Installs  Bert  Steam 

Cleveland — Bert  Steam,  United  Artists 
district  manager,  was  formally  installed  as 
chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Club  at  the 
club’s  annual  installation  party  held  last 
Saturday  at  the  Hollenden  Hotel.  In  addi- 
tion to  200  members  and  personal  friends 
of  Mr.  Steam,  the  guest  list  included  Ar- 
thur Kelly,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  United  Artists;  Jim  Mulvey, 
general  manager  for  Samuel  Goldwyn  and 
Steve  Pallos,  personal  representative  for 
Alexander  Korda. 

Bob  Hall  of  the  Hollenden  Vogue  Room 
was  master  of  ceremony  and  introduced 
the  acts,  among  them  being  the  Three 
Stooges  and  the  Grey  Family  of  the  cur- 
rent RKO  Palace  stage  show.  Sammy 
Watkins  and  his  orchestra  furnished  the 
music. 

Big  moment  of  the  party  was  the  pre- 
sentation of  a gold  watch  to  Nat  L.  Lef- 
ton,  retiring  chief  barker. 


Virgil  A.  Jackson  Takes 
Helm  in  Columbus 

Columbus — Virgil  A.  Jackson,  head  of 
the  Central  States  circuit,  was  installed  as 
chief  barker  of  Tent  No.  2,  the  Variety 
Club,  at  the  annual  induction  banquet  ten- 
dered the  new  and  old  officers  Sunday 
night.  He  succeeds  C.  Harry  Schreiber, 
city  manager  for  RKO,  who  was  presented 
with  a jeweled  ring  and  silver  bowl  by  the 
membership. 

Other  officers  for  1941  include:  Harold 
Eckert  and  Leo  Yassenoff,  vice-presidents; 
Pete  Wood,  secretary;  Jake  Luft,  trea- 
surer; George  Anagnost,  Tom  Jones,  Russ 
Bovim,  Bill  Cunningham,  Milt  Staub  and 
Max  Steam,  directors.  Schreiber  and  Bill 
Pullin  sr.,  chief  barker  in  1939,  also  will 
serve  as  directors. 

Judge  Arthur  Day  of  the  Ohio  supreme 
court  served  as  toastmaster.  Speakers  in- 
cluded Mayor  Green,  Col.  Lynn  Black,  the 
Rev.  James  J.  McLarney,  O.  P.;  Don  Power, 
secretary  to  Governor  Bricker;  former 
Mayor  Gessaman,  and  Max  Steam.  Billy 
House  and  Eddie  Garr  featured  in  the 
roadshow  company  of  “Hellzapoppin’  ” 
provided  the  entertainment. 


Cleveland  Exchange  Local 
Chooses  New  Oiiicers 

Cleveland — Newly  elected  officers  of 
Film  Employes  B-5  are:  J.  C.  Wein  (RKO), 
president;  Grace  Rice  (20th-Fox),  record- 
ing secretary;  Irving  Sears  (WBi,  financial 
secretary;  J.  Krupka,  business  agent. 

Executive  board  for  the  year  includes 
Gertrude  Swee  of  Columbia;  J.  K.  John- 
son, Columbia;  George  Sendry,  Para- 
moimt;  Charles  Rice,  20th-Fox;  Pearl 
Geib,  WB;  Edward  Kelly,  20th-Fox,  and 
H.  Fosbender,  20th-Fox. 


Robert  W.  Greer  Heads 
Operators'  Union 

Columbus — Robert  W.  Greer,  president 
of  MP  Operators  Local  386,  has  been  re- 
elected to  office  for  another  two-year  term 
along  with  the  other  officials  of  the  union 
in  the  Capitol  City.  These  latter  officers 
include:  Lafayette  Wareham,  vice-presi- 
dent; Thomas  Wright,  secretary-treasurer; 
Russell  E.  Stewart,  financial  secretary; 
Edward  J.  Smart,  recording  secretary;  R. 
E.  Stoneburner,  business  agent;  Joseph 
Neuvirth  and  Ned  Welch,  trustees,  and 
Thomas  E.  Bennett,  sergeant-at-arms. 


Detroil  Holding  On 
To  Good  Pictures 


Detroit — With  the  pre-Christmas  slump 
being  felt  sharply  by  local  houses,  first 
run  operators  have  evidently  decided  that 
a good  picture  is  worth  holding  even 
though  its  average  grosses  are  not  up  to 
par. 

Out  of  eight  pictures  playing  first  runs 
last  week,  three  were  held  over  for  a 
fourth  week  while  the  other  five  were 
dropped  after  only  one  week,  marking  the 
money-makers  all  the  more  emphatically. 

“North  West  Mounted  Police”  and  “A 
Night  at  Earl  Carroll’s”  stayed  two  weeks 
at  the  Michigan,  then  moved  to  the  Palms- 
State  where  it  is  now  in  its  fourth  stanza. 
“Tin  Pan  Alley”  is  playing  here  with  its 
fourth  different  companion  picture.  It 
opened  at  the  Fox  with  “Blondie  Plays 
Cupid,”  then  moved  to  the  Adams  where 
Manager  Charles  Perry  has  kept  it  three 
weeks. 
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Detroit — Cooperative  set  a scoring  mark 
of  2,471 — third  high  of  the  season — to 


jump  from  seventh  to 

third  place 

in  the 

Film  Bowling  League. 

Standings : 

Tfain — 

AVoii 

Lost 

1 nitcd  .\rtists  

29 

15 

Reiiuhlic  

17 

Cooperative 

22 

2(»th  Ceiitar.v-Fox  

*>•> 

22 

Film  Drug:  

21 

23 

Film  Truck  

20 

24 

Moiioffrani  

18 

26 

.Anuiseineiit  Supply  

17 

27 

I-.<m  Metzger  set  a new  second  high  for  the 
year  of  58(j  for  three  games,  intduding  one 
score  of  while  Max  Kiiglander’s  210  helped 
in  making  up  Co-op’s  high  score.  Other  high 
rollers  were:  Jack  Sturm,  214;  Frank  Jones, 
207,  and  Ralph  Ruben,  201. 


Detroit  — High  scoring  marked  the 
Nightingale  Club  League  games  this  week, 
with  S.  J.  Lambly  getting  a 225,  M.  Has- 
kins a 224,  and  Jack  Lindenthal  a 221. 
High  scores  for  three  games  were:  Lind- 
enthal, 599;  Haskin,  575;  C.  Beals,  560; 
C.  Mingoine,  558;  Lambly,  555,  and  L.  Loy, 


532.  Standings: 

Team — Won  Tost 

Uoreiizen  Flower  Shop Xi  15 

National  Carbon  Co 31  17 

McArthur  Motiog:raph  27  21 

.Vinusement  Siippl.v  Co 24  24 

-McArthur  22  26 

National  Theatre  21  27 

Kruie  Forbes  18  30 

ISrenkert  Fro.jectors  17  31 


LEE  FISHER  of  RKO  will  be  the  first 
from  the  Columbus  amusement  gang 
to  be  called  by  the  army.  He  will  report 
either  January  7 or  the  next  date,  depend- 
ing entirely  upon  how  fast  the  army  takes 
in  the  draftees. 

Contract  for  the  new  Davue  Theatre,  in 
suburban  Dayton  View,  has  been  awarded 
to  the  F&Y  Theatre  Division,  company 
which  designed  the  new  Mauri  White-Nick 
Shafer  house.  The  950-seaf  theatre  should 
be  completed  by  the  middle  of  May,  entire 
project  costing  in  excess  of  $125,000. 

Bernie  Kamber,  UA  exploiteer,  worked  on 


B-1 1 Re-elects  Oiiicers: 
Kuhn,  Business  Agent 

Pittsburgh — Filmrow  Exchange  Em- 
ployes union,  B-11,  renamed  Ted  Tolley 
of  M-G-M  as  president  at  the  annual 
election  last  Thursday  at  the  Hotel  Pitts- 
burgher. All  officers  were  re-elected.  Al- 
fie  Kuhn,  Vitagraph,  was  named  as  new 
business  agent. 

Those  re-elected  were:  Sarah  Kells, 
RKO,  vice-president;  John  Navoney,  Para- 
mount, treasurer;  Mary  Carroll,  RKO, 
secretary. 

Continuing  as  members  of  the  execu- 
tive board  are  Jack  Fontainne,  Paramount; 
Harold  Tinker,  RKO;  Mary  Hughes,  Vita- 
graph;  Orlando  Boyle,  Columbia,  and 
Henry  Silverman,  NSS-AA.  Eva  Reiff, 
Columbia,  is  a new  member. 

Trustees  are  Jack  Weltner,  M-G-M; 
Joseph  Pemberton,  Universal,  and  Harry 
Reiff,  Columbia.  Joseph  Stack,  M-G-M, 
is  sergeant-at-arms. 


Installation  January  27 
At  the  Yacht  Club 

Pittsburgh — Second  installation  party 
of  B-11  will  be  staged  at  the  Yacht  Club 
January  27. 

Use  Special  Attractions 
To  Build  Monday  Nights 

Detroit — A new  policy  of  building  up 
Monday  night  attendance  by  special  at- 
tractions is  being  tried  out  by  Manager 
Bob  Corbin  at  the  Michigan,  largest  UDT 
house. 

First  such  attraction  staged  last  Mon- 
day was  a Sarong  Contest,  which  boomed 
business  upward  enough  to  encourage  the 
management  to  start  a quest  for  other 
features  of  similar  drawing  power. 

1,000-Seater  to  Go  Up 
In  a Detroit  Suburb 

Detroit — A new  1,000-seat  house  will  be 
erected  this  spring  in  Allen  Park,  southend 
suburb,  making  the  first  theatre  for  this 
section,  according  to  plans  disclosed  by 
Max  Allen,  owner  of  the  Lincoln  Park  in 
nearby  Lincoln  Park. 

Three  stores  and  probably  some  offices 
will  also  be  erected.  The  project  will  cost 
about  $75,000. 


Mrs.  Emily  Stefians 

Cleveland — Mrs.  Emily  Rafferty  Stef- 
fans,  20th-Century  Fox  inspectress,  died 
suddenly  last  week. 


“Thief  of  Bagdad”  while  in  town.  Picture 
goes  to  the  Broad  . . . Connie  Krebs,  RKO- 
Hollywood,  was  in  on  a “goodwill”  visit  . . . 
Local  patriotic  groups  have  requested  thea- 
tre managers  to  play  the  national  anthem 
at  the  conclusion  of  each  program. 

Apparently  the  Ascap-BMI  fight  will  not 
affect  theatre  owners  for  the  time  being 
inasmuch  as  all  houses  hold  licenses  for 
the  former  tunes,  and  the  latter  will  not 
charge.  However,  BMI  reserves  the  right 
to  change  this  on  a 30-dai/  notice.  Locally 
Loew’s  Ohio’s  organist,  Roger  Garrett,  will 
not  play  BMI  music  due  to  policy  adopted 
by  the  chain. 
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Menlo  in  Charleroi  Is 
Reopening  Dec,  22 
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pAREWELL  parties  honoring  John  Al- 

len,  Metro  city  salesman,  transferred  to 
Washington,  are  in  full  swing.  The  Queen 
City  Variety  Club,  which  had  just  elected 
him  chief  barker,  combined  with  the  Cin- 
cinnati Cinema  Club  for  a farewell  dinner 
on  the  21st,  to  which  friends  and  exhibi- 
tors were  invited.  On  the  20th.  the  Metro 
Pep  Club  Xmas  party  served  also  as  a 
farewell  party  for  Allen.  Held  at  the  Alms 
Hotel,  this  was  a personal  farewell  from 
the  local  office. 

Queen  City  Variety  will  entertain  or- 
phans and  underprivileged  at  their  annual 
Xmas  treat,  Saturday,  December  21,  at  the 
Orpheum.  A film-flesh  shoio,  with  candy 
and  fruit,  ivill  be  under  the  direction  of 
Harry  “Pop”  Wessel  and  RKO’s  Joe  Goetz 
. . . Universal’s  Peter  Rosiayi  and  his  prize 
winning  salesmen  were  hosts  at  Universal’s 
Xmas  party  held  in  the  exchange. 

Exhibitor  Bressler,  operating  the  Liberty, 
Dayton,  Ky.,  has  purchased  a site  in  Day- 
ton  for  the  erection  of  a new  800-seat 
house  which  will  open  sometime  in  Febru- 
ary . . . J.  F.  Carnahan  will  erect  a new 
theatre  at  Sand  Gap.  Ky.,  to  replace  his 
house  recently  destroyed  by  fire.  Carna- 
han also  operates  theatres  at  Morehead, 
Beattyville  and  McKee,  Ky. 

Floyd  'Williamson  has  opened  the  Amusu 
in  Daytoji  and  renamed  it  the  Dunbar  . . . 
Warner’s  Xmas  party  is  set  for  the  Hotel 
Metropole,  Decernber  23,  when  dancing 
and  a dinner  will  be  enjoyed. 


Charleroi,  Pa. — Modernized  Menlo  will 
reopen  December  22  as  a unit  of  the 
Moody  & Dickinson  enterprises,  with  C.  W. 
Dickinson  in  charge  of  operations  for  the 
estate  of  the  late  George  W.  Moody.  New 
booth  equipment  and  RCA  sound  system 
have  been  installed.  Auditorium,  lobby 
and  front  have  been  newly  decorated. 
Other  improvements  include  new  carpet- 
ing, frames  and  various  fixtures. 

Donald  G.  Dickinson,  son  of  C.  W. 
Dickinson,  is  the  new  house  manager. 
The  Menlo  was  formerly  operated  under 
lease  by  Leon  Reichblum. 

Garland  West  Makes  a 
Promise  for  Summer 

Buckhannon,  W.  Va. — At  this  Merry 
Christmas  season  (it’s  just  as  good  a time 
as  any).  Garland  West,  veteran  exhibitor 
and  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Allied  or- 
ganization of  the  Mountain  State,  an- 
nounces that  next  summer  he  will  stage 
a special  “get-together”  for  friends  in  the 
industry  at  his  outdoor  swimming  pool. 


A Christmas  Opening 

South  Charleston,  W.  Va. — A Christmas 
opening  was  announced  for  the  new  La- 
Belle,  seating  550,  latest  unit  of  the 
Southern  Alpine  circuit. 
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United  Artists’  Branch  Manager  Harris 
Dudelson  and  Jack  Fineberg  attended  the 
installation  of  Cleveland  Variety’s  chief 
barker,  UA  District  Manager  Bert  Steam 
. . . PRC’s  new  release,  “Misbehaving  Hus- 
bands,” domestic  comedy,  is  now  ready. 
Also  meeting  with  fine  response  is  “You 
Betcha  My  Life,”  comedy,  according  to 
Nat  Kaplan,  local  manager. 
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PURCHASE  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  Build- 
ing at  Ashland,  Ky.,  housing  the  city’s 
oldest  operating  show  house,  was  an- 
nounced by  Dr.  M.  D.  Garred.  The  build- 
ing, which  brought  over  $50,000,  will  be 
remodeled.  It  will  continue  under  pres- 
ent management.  It  was  purchased  from 
John  and  Charles  Rist,  Ironton,  Ohio,  and 
Catlettsburg,  Ky. 

William  R.  Williams  of  the  local  Savoy 
lost  his  mother,  who  resided  in  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla. 

The  Glenn  Theatre,  Georgetown,  Ky., 
and  the  Kentucky  Theatre,  Somerset,  Ky., 
have  installed  new  lamps,  rectifiers,  and 
screens.  New  rectifiers  have  also  been 
installed  in  the  Lido,  Providence,  Ky. 

Roy  M.  Shoffner  has  been  replaced  as 
manager  of  the  Marian  Theatre,  Auburn, 
Ky.,  by  George  William  Lindsey.  The  Ada 
Meade  Theatre,  Lexington,  Ky.,  has  been 
sold  by  the  Switow  Enterprises. 

Seating  1,000,  Louisville’s  newest  thea- 
tre, the  Ohio,  is  scheduled  to  open  about 
Derby  Day.  It  is  one  of  the  Settos  chain. 
Wischmeyer,  Arrasmith  & Elswick  were 
architects. 
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(Continued  from  page  79) 

tion  again  with  Harry  Milstein  as  presi- 
dent . . . Ben  Kalmenson  was  managing 
the  Warner  exchange  at  Albany  . . . 
George  Sharp’s  stock  company  was  going 
great  guns  at  the  Pitt  . . . Jack  Judd 
was  local  manager  for  National  Screen 
Service  . . . Conferences  were  being  held 
for  discussion  of  proposals  for  possible 
blue  law  modification  in  Pennsylvania  . . . 
H.  M.  Addison  was  manager  of  Loew’s 
Penn,  and  Harold  Lund  was  the  local  man- 
ager for  Theatrical  Accounting  Service  . . . 
Sam  Bleyer,  Les  Bowser  and  Joe  Murdock, 
local  theatre  managers,  originated  a plan 
whereby  they  found  “a  little  job  around 
the  theatre  for  unemployed  men — one  day 
each  week  a different  man  is  employed.” 

Leo  Rachiele,  small  son  of  Harry  Ra- 
chiele,  local  exhibitor,  was  featured  in 
piano  solos  for  a week  at  the  Pulton  . . . 
Variety  Club  was  preparing  for  its  annual 
banquet  and  Warners  were  readying  the 
Davis  for  motion  pictures  . . . Pittsburgh 
had  but . one  “silent”  theatre — the  dime 
Idle  Hour,  owned  by  Ed  Golden  . . . Harry 
Lande  had  “folded”  his  independent  ex- 
change and  connected  with  Warner  in 
New  York  . . . First  production  of  Sam 
and  Freda  Fineberg  announced.  It’s  a 
boy.  Jay  . . . Fred  Solomon  was  offer- 
ing Smiplimus  sound  . . . Moe  Gould  of 
RKO  was  spending  the  winter  in  Arizona 
. . . Mike  Winograd  was  building  his  Ori- 
ental, Rochester,  Pa.  . . . A.  P.  Jim  ac- 
quired the  Drake,  Oil  City,  and  the  Capi- 
tol, Farrell  . . . Josh  Dreano  was  stag- 
ing cabaret  and  amateur  nights  . . . C.  A. 
Molte  joined  Alexander  Film  Service  to 
represent  Talking  Picture  Epics  . . . Henry 
J.  Smith  resigned  duties  with  Superior 
M.  P.  Supply  Co.  . . . Mike  Rosenbloom 
obtained  the  lease  for  the  Menlo,  Charle- 
roi . . . Larry  Jacobs  retired  as  adver- 
tising manager  for  the  Fulton. 

We  listed  more  than  half  a hundred 
theatres  which  had  been  recently  dis- 
mantled ...  At  that  there  were  still  387,- 
484  seats  in  the  area,  with  Pittsburgh  ac- 
counting for  56,767  of  them  . . . E.  J. 
Murray  had  purchased  the  Lincoln,  Mt. 
Washington  . . . Best  pictures  on  the 
market  included  “All  Quiet  on  the  West- 
ern Front,”  “Hell’s  Angels,”  “Dawn  Pa- 
trol,” “New  Moon,”  “Trader  Horn,” 
“Cimarron,”  “The  Lash,”  “Morocco,”  “The 
Royal  Family  of  Broadway,”  “Tom  Saw- 
yer,” “The  Man  Who  Came  Back,”  “Paid,” 
“Min  and  Bill,”  “Inspiration”  and  “Africa 
Speaks”  . . . State  censors  banned  “The 
Blue  Angel.” 

Exhibitors  were  faced  with  5-5-5  and 
2-2-2  conferences,  affiliated  circuits  were 
expanding,  new  type  film  contracts  were 
confusing.  Grandeur  films  were  being 
tried,  Tom  Thumb  golf  appeared,  Frank 
Rembusch  was  on  the  war  path,  copyright 
bill  was  being  considered,  music  tax  was 
a serious  problem,  talker  novelty  had 
waned  and  small  exhibitors  were  paring 
admission  prices,  bicycling  was  slapped  by 
copyright  protection  bureau,  new  standard 
contract  was  being  sought,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  was  pushing  plans  for 
prosecution  of  film  concerns,  and  Allied 
was  resisting  the  plan  for  reinstatement 
of  the  deposit  system  in  lieu  of  the  credit 
and  arbitration  systems.  The  depression 
was  on. 

And  theatre  television  was  “just  around 
the  corner.” 


Remake  "Mary  Dugan" 

Hollywood — Metro  will  remake  “The 
Trial  of  Mary  Dugan”  from  the  play  by 
Bayard  Veiller. 
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Waldo  Theatre  Anti-Trust 
Hearings  on  in  Boston 


0 

When  Bicycling 
Was  a Game 

Boston — John  Miller,  former  Rhode  Is- 
land exhibitor  who  at  one  time  operoted 
a 15-house  circuit,  was  in  the  district  the 
other  day  reminiscing.  Miller  recollected 
the  good  old  days  when  bicycling  was 
more  a game  than  a crime.  Local  dis- 
tributors, Miller  said,  had  detectives 
watching  one  of  his  booths  in  an  at- 
tempt to  keep  Miller's  bookings  straight. 
Miller  got  around  the  difficulties  by  hoist- 
ing the  reels  out  via  a ventilator  to  the 
roof. 

tS  - - ■ ■ — - ■ - V 

Sam  Lind  Spots  New  Cash 
Game  in  14  Theatres 

Boston — Sam  Lind,  distributing  Cash 
Quiz  in  New  England  under  a franchise 
from  Premium  Promotions  Syndicate,  Inc., 
has  the  newest  local  cash  giveaway  set  to 
go  on  Christmas  week  when  over  a dozen 
theatres  in  this  territory  will  open  with 
the  premium  scheme.  Lind  held  a second 
trade  showing  of  the  deal,  which  is  oper- 
ated in  conjunction  with  a series  of  screen 
cartoons,  at  the  M-G-M  exchange  here  re- 
cently. 

Lind’s  local  offices  are  at  40  Church 
Street. 

Set  to  test  Cash  Quiz  on  Christmas 
Week  are  the  Allston  in  Allston,  the  Mer- 
rimack Square  in  Lowell,  the  Uptown  in 
Providence,  the  Jason  in  Weymouth,  the 
Community  in  Centerdale,  the  Cameo  in 
Portland,  the  Cape  in  South  Portland. 

The  Strand  in  Winstead,  the  Gem  in 
Naugatuc,  the  Plainville  in  Plainville,  the 
State  in  Jewett  City,  the  Academy  in 
Northampton,  the  Suffolk  in  Holyoke,  and 
the  Plaza  in  Worcester. 


Test  “Hollywood  Party" 

Game  in  Five  Houses 

Boston  — Sam  Peinstein,  distributing 
“Hollywood  Party,”  has  set  up  a quintet  of 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.  houses  for  testing  the 
drawing  powers  of  the  new  cash  giveaway. 
The  game  operates  similarly  to  Lucky,  ex- 
cept that  24  pictures  of  movie  stars  replace 
numbers  on  the  playing  cards. 


Independent  Exhibitors' 
Membership  Increasing 

Boston — Membership  in  the  Indepen- 
dent Exhibitors,  Inc.,  is  stil  definitely  on 
the  up-grade,  business  manager,  Arthur 
K.  Howard,  informs  this  publication.  A 
drive  for  new  members,  inaugurated  last 
September,  has  already  brought  20  addi- 
tional New  England  exhibitors  into  the 
Allied  States  Association  fold,  Howard 
stated. 


Annual  Meeting  Is 
Likely  in  January 

Boston — The  annual  meeting  of  the  In- 
dependent Exhibitors,  Inc.,  will  probably 
be  held  here  sometime  in  January,  Frank 
Lydon,  president  of  the  local  organization 
and  eastern  regional  vice-president  of  Al- 
lied States  Association,  indicated  here  this 
week. 


Boston — New  England’s  prevalent  anti- 
trust suit,  that  of  the  Waldo  Theatre  Corp. 
versus  the  late  Joseph  Dondis,  et  al.,  con- 
tinued this  week  in  Boston  before  Francis 
P.  Freeman,  Master  appointed  by  U.  S. 
District  Judge  John  A.  Peters  of  Maine. 

George  S.  Ryan,  representing  the  plain- 
tiff which  operates  the  Waldo  Theatre  in 
Waldoboro,  Me.,  alleged  that  “protection 
has  been  granted  against  it  by  the  defend- 
ant distributors  as  a result  of  conspiracy 
and  that  this  protection  is  unreasonable 
and  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue.” 

Ryan  charged  the  defendant  combined 
and  conspired  to  restrain  and  monopolize 
interstate  trade  and  commerce  in  motion 
picture  films  in  localities  where  they  owned 
and  operated  theatres  including  Rockland 
and  vicinity. 

“In  that  connection,”  Ryan  continued, 
“we  expect  to  show  your  honor  some  of 
the  developments  and  the  arrangements 
between  these  various  companies,  or  corpo- 
rations, and  the  M&P  Theatres  Corp.,  and 
that  the  fact  that  here  in  New  England 
these  companies  in  one  group  control  a 
very  large  number  of  theatres,  many  of 
them  being  the  highest  quality  theatres  in 
their  localities  . . . 

“A  distributor  would  have  difficulty  in 
operating  at  a profit  in  this  territory  if  he 
didn’t  deal  with  them.  That  is  a com- 
bination which  compels  compliance  with 
its  demand.  The  distributors  have  to  give 
what  it  wants,  even  if  they  should  be  un- 
willing to  do  so.” 

Describing  block  booking  and  blind 
selling,  Ryan  told  the  court  that  the  “re- 
sult” of  these  “in  this  case  has  been  that 
the  plaintiff,  in  order  to  secure  the  product 
of  these  defendant  distributors  even  at  a 
late  date  subject  to  the  completion  of  the 
protection  period,  has  been  obliged  to  buy 
in  more  pictures  than  it  needed.”  In  some 
instances,  there  have  been  some  pictures 
which  the  plaintiff  bought  which  it 
couldn’t  use  and  which  it  was  compelled  to 
cancel  following  payment. 

Right  to  Selection 

Edward  F.  McClennen,  representing  the 
defendants,  replied,  “There  lurks  in  the 
opening  the  suggestion  that  the  plaintiff 
has  the  right  to  become  the  preferred 
customer  of  the  defendants,  regardless  of 
the  interests  of  the  defendants  of  any  one 
of  them  in  treating  another  as  the  pre- 
ferred customer.  It  is  clearly  established 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  anti-trust  acts 
that  prevents  a seller  from  selecting  his 
customer  if  it  is  a matter  of  selection  in 
the  interest  of  the  seller. 

“Clearance,  as  such,”  McClennen  con- 
tended, “is  a right  of  the  producer  and 
distributor.” 

Answering  the  plaintiff’s  attorney’s  re- 
view of  the  controversial  phrases  of  the 
industry,  McClennen  averred  that  inas- 
much as  the  Waldo  Theatre  started  oper- 
ating in  December  of  1936,  “The  things 
that  have  a bearing  on  the  rights  of  the 
parties  with  reference  to  it  do  not  extend 
over  a wide  territory  or  a long  period  of 
time.”  Said  McClennen  concerning  clear- 
ance: 

“The  producer  of  a moving  picture  owns 
the  picture,  he  copyrights  it.  He  has  the 
right  to  file  it  away  and  never  use  it.  He 
has  a right  to  sell  it  to  the  customer  whom 
he  selects,  if  he  chooses,  for  exclusive  ex- 
hibition, or  for  exclusive  exhibition  over 
a period  of  time.  Of  course,  he  cannot 


exercise  his  legal  rights  in  such  a way  as 
to  create  a monopoly  of  something  other 
than  the  picture  which  belongs  to  him  ex- 
clusively or  to  produce  an  undue  restraint 
of  trade.  Neither  of  these  two  exception 
things  that  I have  just  mentioned  has 
taken  place  with  respect  to  this  plaintiff. 

An  Inter-Relationship 

“Clearance  has  been  the  method  adopt- 
ed of  getting  for  the  producer  the  best 
fruits  of  his  picture.  His  interests  are  very 
closely  connected  with  the  interest  of  the 
exhibitors.  Many  pictures  are  sold  on  a 
percentage  basis;  that  is,  some  percentage 
of  the  gross  receipt,  either  the  total  gross 
or  the  gross  with  certain  allowances.  There 
it  is  manifest  that  the  producer  is  in- 
terested directly  in  the  amount  that  the 
picture  yields  in  boxoffice  receipts  at  that 
theatre  of  the  exhibitor. 

“Where  the  picture  isn’t  sold  directly  on 
percentage,  the  amount  obtainable  from 
the  exhibitors  is  directly  related  to  the 
prospects  of  boxoffice  receipts  from  that 
particular  picture,  and  to  the  boxoffice  re- 
ceipts of  similar  pictures  of  that  distribu- 
tor of  an  earlier  date. 

“I  have  spoken  of  these  rights  as  I would 
of  the  rights  of  the  seller  of  a chattel  or 
of  a copyrighted  book  or  of  a copyrighted 
picture.  In  this  industry,  in  that  sense, 
there  are  no  sales.  The  producer  or  dis- 
tributor merely  licenses  the  particular  li- 
censee to  exhibit  the  picture  at  a certain 
time  or  within  a certain  period.  The  rights 
that  I have  referred  to  would  exist,  were 
it  a sale,  it  is  more  emphatically  so  and 
more  readily  obvious,  where  the  copyright- 
ed picture  is  being  dealt  with  only  by  li- 
cense. 

“Clearance  has  been  the  method  adopted 
to  get  the  best  returns  from  a picture.  It 
is  a matter  to  be  determined  by  the  pro- 
ducer, by  the  exercise  of  his  judgment,  and 
of  course  one  of  the  elements  that  enters 
into  that  judgment  is  what  the  exhibitor 
believes  that  he  ought  to  have  and  what 
the  exhibitor  is  willing  to  pay  for. 

“An  exhibitor  may  be  willing  to  pay  a 
higher  percentage  or  a higher  fixed  rental 
if  he  is  to  have  the  only  exhibition  of  that 
picture  in  a given  territory  within  a month, 
than  as  if  his  exclusive  right  is  to  be  con- 
fined to  a week. 

Precedent  a Basis 

“There  are  no  actual  tables,  no  mathe- 
matical principles,  which  would  determine 
what  the  clearance  should  be  in  a given 
case.  As  life  isn’t  long  enough  to  deal 
with  each  particular  picture  in  each  par- 
ticular location,  a careful  consideration  of 
the  prospects  as  to  the  particular  picture 
in  a particular  location,  there  grows  up  the 
tendency  to  be  much  influenced  in  de- 
termining the  particular  clearance  of  this 
year  at  this  theatre  by  what  had  been  ac- 
corded the  preceding  year  at  the  same 
theatre. 

“In  the  absence  of  any  cooperation  be- 
tween distributors  or  between  exhibitors, 
it  is  natural  and  reasonable  that  the  clear- 
ances for  a given  theatre  would,  in  the 
course  of  time,  come  out  the  same.  The 
same  considerations  lead  to  a given  length 
of  time  for  a particular  theatre,  wholly  in 
the  absence  of  any  horizontal  agreement 
between  distributors  or  any  horizontal 
agreement  between  exhibitors,  or  any 
vertical  agreement  between  the  two 
classes.” 
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Season  s Greetings  I 

BRAD  ANGIER  I 

(Boston  Correspondent)  1 

BOXOFFICE  I 


J^ENNIS  SHEA,  operator  of  the  Shea  in 
Turner’s  Falls,  is  confined  with  a frac- 
tured left  ankle,  incurred  when  he  slipped 
and  fell  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his 
home. 

Carroll  Buckley,  former  assistmit  man- 
ager at  the  Rialto  in  Roslindale,  has  been 
■promoted  by  Edivard  Cuddy,  M&P  Thea- 
tres Corp.  district  manager,  to  the  posi- 
tion of  manager  at  the  Bellevue  in  Ros- 
lindale. 

Harry  Asher,  head  of  Producers  Releas- 
ing Corp.  in  New  England,  was  in  New 
York  on  business  . . . Nate  Furst,  newly 
appointed  Monogram  New  England  sales 
manager,  was  in  New  Haven  and  elsewhere 
in  the  territory  . . . Harry  Germaine,  local 
premium  executive,  and  Mrs.  Germaine 
plan  to  attend  the  Jack  Price  Xmas  party 
in  New  York  . . . Steve  Broidy,  Monogram 
sales  manager,  was  in  New  York  last  week. 

Ralph  Tully,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Central  in  Biddeford,  has  been  brought  to 
Massachusetts  from  Maine  to  manage  the 
Egleston  in  suburban  Boston. 

Tom  Fahey  is  back  at  the  M&P  home 
office  following  illness  . . . Sally  Hochberg, 
formerly  with  the  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Inc.,  is  now  employed  by  the  Los  Angeles 
Convalescent  Home  on  the  west  coast  . . . 
Herb  Zidel  of  Imperial,  who  left  his  name 
along  the  Gaspe  route  the  other  summer, 
plans  to  hit  Montana  auto  trails  next  year. 

Richard  Flora,  operator  of  the  Rudy  in 
Caribou,  has  put  the  Maine  house  on  a 
t-wo-changes-a-ioeek  schedule  . . . Pert 
Kelton  was  in  town  . . . Jimmy  Lunceford 
ivas  at  the  RKO  Boston  . . . John  Shrib- 
ner,  who  replaced  Herb  Graffam  as  as- 
sistant to  Roland  Moon  at  the  Cameo  in 
South  Weymouth,  has  been  on  sick  leave. 

Prunella  Hall,  film  editor  for  the  Bos- 
ton Post,  has  set  up  a new  “Screen  Re- 
views” column  along  the  easy-to-read 
trade  paper  style  . . . Frank  Borrelli  has 
outfitted  St.  Mai'y’s  Hall  in  Worcester  with 
new  film  equipment  . . . The  Madison  in 
Jamaica  Plain  has  been  undergoing  booth 
renovations. 

Ed  Morey,  local  Republic  sales  chief, 
gave  “Meet  the  Missus”  its  band  box  open- 
ing  at  the  RKO  Boston  . . . Marcel  Mek- 
elburg  and  Sam  Levine  of  Northeastern 
Film  dualled  “Rain”  and  “Hell’s  Cross- 
roads” at  the  same  de  luxe  house. 

Frederick  E.  Lieberman,  circuit  owner,  is 
rushing  work  on  his  new  suburban  house, 
the  Upham’s  Corner  . . . Kenneth  R. 
Douglass  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
recently  closed  contracts  for  part  of  the 
renovation  work  at  the  Majestic  in  Bur- 
lington, Vt.,  a Maine  & New  Hampshire 
Theati’es  Co.  location. 

Jack  Goldstein,  former  publicity  man- 
ager of  the  local  RKO  office  and  later  na- 
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tioTial  exploitation  manager  for  TJA,  is  ten- 
tatively slated  to  handle  local  publicity  on 
the  Boston  showing  of  “Fantasia.” 

Marion  D.  Bell,  secretary  to  M.  N.  Wolf 
of  M-G-M,  is  chairman  in  charge  of  that 
exchange’s  Xmas  Party  . . . Ross  Cropper 
and  fellow  RKO  exchange  members  will 
party  at  the  Latin  Quarter  on  the  Monday 
before  Christmas. 

George  Ramsdell  has  renovated  the  Or- 
pheum  in  Malden  . . . Newell  Kurson  has 
had  rejuvenations  made  at  the  Bijou  at 
Pittsfield,  Me.  . . . Theodora  Lytle,  secre- 
tary to  Arthur  K.  Howard  at  Independent 
Exhibitors,  has  simulated  birch  fires  in  the 
two  fireplaces  at  the  local  Allied  head- 
quarters. 

George  Friary,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Bellevue  in  Roslindale,  is  now  covering  the 
Central  in  Biddeford,  Me.,  for  M&P  . . . 
Jack  Shea,  circuit  head,  was  in  Boston  on 
a booking  trip  . . . Irving  Zussman,  opera- 
tor of  the  Metro  Premium  Co.,  stopped  off 
at  Boston  headquarters  . . . Roy  E.  Heff- 
ner, whose  plans  for  a Texas  himting  trip 
were  delayed  by  litigations,  planned  to  get 
away  this  week. 

Fred  Greenway  and  Howard  Burkhardt 
held  “Third  Finger,  Left  Hand”  and  “Dr. 
Kildare’s  Crisis”  at  Loew’s  State  and  Or- 
pheum  so  as  to  get  a Saturday  opening  for 
“Little  Nellie  Kelly”  . . . Don  Tatro  of  the 
Palace  in  Pittsfield  got  ten  dollars  for  not 
shooting  a deer  this  season.  Tatro,  who 
went  gunning  for  white  tails,  knocked  over 
a wild  cat  instead  and  collected  a bounty 
on  the  same  . . . Joseph  Cohen,  booker 
for  Morris  Pouzzner,  and  Evelyn  Holland 
will  be  married  January  12. 


Hartlord  Palace  Owner 
Appeals  Assessment 

Hartford — An  appeal  from  the  assessed 
valuation  of  $785,650  on  the  Palace  Theatre 
building  for  1938  and  1939  went  on  trial 
last  Thursday  before  Superior  Court  Judge 
John  A.  Cornell. 

The  appeal  was  taken  by  Ernest  M.  Buck, 
owner  of  the  building.  The  plaintiff  claims 
the  valuation  they  placed  on  the  building 
is  “arbitrary  and  excessive.” 

Frances  P.  Rohrmayer  and  John  S.  G. 
Rottner  appear  for  the  plaintiff  and  John 
B.  Lee,  Vincent  W.  Dennis,  and  Harold 
Borden  for  the  city. 


Theatre  Employes  Are  on 
Radio  Quiz  Program 

Hartford — The  contestants  on  Sunday’s 
program,  “The  Quiz  of  Two  Cities,”  which 
was  heard  at  4 p.  m.  on  WTIC,  Hartford, 
and  WICC,  New  Haven,  were  employes  of 
the  representative  theatres  of  Hartford 
and  the  Elm  City. 

Hartford’s  team  consisted  of  Teresa  Kin- 
ney, WB’s  Regal  cashier;  Bina  Murphy, 
candy  girl  at  the  M&P’s  Allyn;  Irving 
Freedman,  Harris  Brothers’  State  usher, 
and  Russell  F.  Grant,  student  assistant  of 
the  Loew’s  Poll. 


Frank  Succeeds  Downs 

Hartford — Eddie  Downs,  chief  of  the 
Loew’s  Poli  service  staff  here,  has  resigned 
to  work  in  the  Colt’s  factory.  Jules  Frank, 
usher,  has  been  upped  to  that  post. 
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Thealre  Candy  Selling 
Outlined  by  Levenson 


Boston — “There  is  nothing  new  in  the 
idea  of  selling  candy  in  a theatre,”  says 
Leon  J.  Levenson,  head  of  Standard  Can- 
dies, Inc.,  at  a recent  confectionery  sales- 
men’s meeting  in  Boston.  Levenson  sup- 
plies M&P  Theatres  Corp.  houses  in  metro- 
politan Boston. 

“It  is  as  old  as  the  showing  of  moving 
pictures.  As  a matter  of  fact,  it  dates 
prior  to  pictures.  Only  a psychologist  can 
tell  you  why  patrons  of  theatres  like  to 
‘munch’  while  viewing  entertainment.  But, 
the  sale  of  candy  in  theatres  fell  into  dis- 
repute because  of  careless  handling  and 
was  practically  outlawed.  It  isn’t  much 
more  than  ten  years  ago  that  the  Para- 
mount organization,  controlling  some  1,500 
theatres  in  this  country,  prohibited  sale  of 
candy  in  any  of  them.  Then  the  indus- 
try began  to  feel  the  pinch  of  the  depres- 
sion — boxoffice  receipts  fell  away  and 
the  theatre  operator  decided  to  put  up 
with  the  ‘nuisance’  of  the  candy  stand  be- 
cause of  the  income  he  could  get  from  it. 

“He  still  wasn’t  interested  in  it,  mind 
you,”  said  Levenson,  “and  left  it  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  outside  concessionnaire 
whose  only  concern  was  to  make  as  much 
money  as  possible  on  the  amount  of  candy 
he  was  selling.  So,  he  naturally  bought 
the  cheapest  candy.  You  then  had  a situ- 
ation where  the  theatre  operator  looked 
upon  the  candy  stand  as  a necessary  nuis- 
ance and  the  candy  stand  operator  looked 
on  the  theatre  patron  as  someone  not 
concerned  with  eating  quality  candy.  An 
unhealthy  situation  and  certainly  one  that 
couldn’t  last  long  and  it  didn’t. 

Modern  Stands  Appear 

The  theatreman  with  his  sense  of  show- 
manship soon  saw  that  the  old  candy  case 
in  his  modern  lobby  was  an  eye-sore  and 
he  decided  to  make  changes.  The  mod- 
ernization of  theatre  vending  was  on  and 
this  was  within  the  last  five  years.  The 
old  showcase  was  thrown  out  and  beau- 
tiful new  counters  substituted. 

“Open  bars  made  their  appearance — 
candy  was  well  displayed,  attractively 
lighted  and  vended  with  a smile  by  pleas- 
ant attendants.  Since  the  majority  of 
sales  in  theatres  are  impulsive  purchases, 
everything  was  done  to  attract  the  patron 
to  the  stand  and  to  make  it  easy  for  him 


^R.  AND  MRS.  NICK  MALARMES  of 
the  Roxy  left  last  Sunday  morning  by 
car  for  Florida  where  they  will  stay  until 
at  least  January.  Now  managing  the  thea- 
tre is  Phil  Denas,  assistant  to  Malarmes 
. . . Roxy  played  Italian  picture,  “La  Due 
Madri,”  to  the  sad  tune  of  bad  business 
last  Monday  . . . Peter  Perakos,  owner  of 
the  Palace,  New  Britain,  made  a business 
trip  to  New  Haven. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swen  Swanson  are  expect- 
ing the  stork  sometime  in  February  next 
year.  Swanson  is  a projectionist  at  the 
local  WB’s  Embassy  . . . More  WB’s  Em- 
bassy news:  Georgie  “Crash”  Vonnigian, 
projectionist  at  the  theatre,  and  Lottie 
Newman  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  were  married 
in  that  souther?!  city  last  month  . . . Thea- 
tre noio  has  a new  carpet  as  well  as  new 
front.  All  other  renovations  are  slated  to 
be  completed  by  New  Year’s  . . . Terry 
Valcuzia,  house  policeman,  was  ill  at  New 


^HRISTMAS  bonuses  totaling  between 
$1,000,000  and  $1,500,000  were  paid  to 
employes  by  factories  here.  Another  mil- 
lion was  turned  loose  by  the  banks  in 
Christmas  club  checks  . . . Manager  Matt 
L.  Saunders  of  the  Loew’s  Poll  has  received 
an  Honor  Roll  Award  emblem  from 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  for  exploitation  on 
“Strike  Up  the  Band.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manny  E.  Kuggell  were  in 
Norwalk  visiting  old  friends  . . . Harry 
Shaw  and  Lou  Brow?i  were  in  from  New 
Haven  to  attend  a testimonial  dinner  for 
Governor-elect  Robert  Hurley.  Matt  Saun- 
ders of  the  Loew’s  Poli  also  atte?ided  . . . 
Harry  Rose,  Globe  manager,  is  sporting  a 
new  camel  hair  overcoat  . . . All  Warner 
passes  are  being  dated  from  Monday 
through  Friday. 

James  Leverone,  Loew’s  Poli  projection- 
ist, and  his  ailing  wife  are  vacationing  in 
Florida.  Mrs.  Leverone,  veteran  of  the 
Loew  cashiers  here,  expects  to  be  able  to 
return  to  work  in  the  spring  . . . New 
sound  has  been  installed  at  the  American 
. . . The  Lyric  has  shifted  from  feature 
pictures  to  shorts  to  round  out  the  Sunday 
vaudeville  program  . . . The  New  England 
premiere  of  “Adolescence”  at  the  Globe 
played  to  just  fair  business. 

Manager  Philip  W.  Oliver  of  the  Strand 
dressed  his  house  staff  in  Army  uniforms 
for  “Four  Aces”  with  the  personal  appear- 
ance of  Private  Clayton  K.  Slack.  The  pic- 
ture was  booked  for  most  houses  in  the 
Strand  Circuit  including  the  State  in  Tor- 
rington  . . . Sam  Haddleman  hosted  the 


to  make  a purchase.  The  open  counter 
was  a distinct  departure — allowing  the  pa- 
tron to  help  himself.  The  personal  touch 
was  further  extended  by  standing  the  at- 
tendant in  front  of  the  counter. 

“The  type  stand  depended  on  the  type 
theatre,”  Levenson  continued,  “it  was  made 
to  harmonize  with  the  lobby  and  it  came 
to  be  an  important  part  of  the  operation. 

“When  the  theatre  man  became  in- 
terested in  his  candy  stand,  the  whole 
principle  behind  theatre  vending  shifted 
from  that  of  putting  up  with  a necessary 
nuisance  to  that  of  developing  an  addi- 
tional service  to  his  patron.  As  a service 
it  had  to  be  a satisfactory  one  for  these 


Britain  General  Hospital  . . . Mrs.  Joe 
Bornstein,  wife  of  the  theatre’s  manager, 
has  been  sick. 

In  town  last  Sunday  to  visit  the  local 
WB  boys  was  Dennis  Rich,  manager  of  the 
Cameo,  Bristol  . . . Robert  Jenkins,  usher 
at  WB’s  Embassy,  who  recently  resigned  to 
join  Uncle  Sam’s  Navy,  is  now  reportedly 
stationed  at  Newport,  R.  I.  His  brother, 
Richard,  has  taken  over  his  duties  at  the 
theatre. 

Swen  Swanson,  projectionist  at  the  WB’s 
Embassy,  is  quite  a hunter  . . . Alex 
Younkashas,  doorman  at  that  theatre,  was 
in  New  York  the  other  day  to  renew  his 
flying  license.  Alex,  incidentally,  was  at 
one  time  the  youngest  licensed  flyer  in 
Connecticut  . . . Stevan  Wallack,  Strand 
doorman,  has  resigned  to  work  in  a local 
factory.  He  has  been  replaced  by  Edward 
Turk. 


annual  children’s  Christmas  party  of  the 
East  Side  Business  and  Professional  Men’s 
association  at  his  Capitol  Theatre. 

Birthday  jottings:  Phil  Oliver  of  the 
Strand  is  now  47  . . . Sheldon  Rose,  whose 
father  Harry  is  Globe  manager,  is  a year 
older  . . . Ralph  J.  Mauro,  Western  Elec- 
tric sound  engineer  in  this  territory,  gave 
his  daughter,  Agatha  Jane,  a party  at 
their  Stratford  home  on  her  11th  birthday. 

A throat  ailment  is  forcing  Majestic 
Manager  Morris  Rosenthal  to  abandon 
temporarily  one  of  his  most  pleasant  past- 
times — cigar  smoking  . . . The  father  of 
Robert  Carney,  assistant  manager  at  the 
Majestic,  has  recovered  from  his  serious 
illness  . . . Managers  Matt  Saunders,  Harry 
Rose  and  Morris  Rosenthal  were  guests  at 
the  annual  Post-Telegram  carriers’  dinner 
. . . Anita  and  Harry  Rose  were  in  New 
Haven  . . . Assistant  Managers  Jack  Sid- 
ney jr.  of  the  Loew’s  Poli  and  Robert  Car- 
ney of  the  Majestic  were  in  Washington 
. . . The  Lyric  is  planning  a midnight  show 
for  New  Year’s  eve  to  be  followed  by  a 
milkman’s  matinee  at  2:30  a.  m.  . . . Mor- 
ris Rose?ithal  of  the  Majestic  is  a clever 
amateur  magician. 


Mekelburg  Has  Roadshow 

Boston — Joseph  Mekelburg,  local  film 
veteran,  has  taken  over  the  New  England 
distribution  of  “Pace  That  Kills.”  Mekel- 
burg is  handling  the  roadshow  from  of- 
fices at  112  Arlington  Street  in  the  local 
film  district. 


were  his  own  patrons  who  he  wanted  to 
come  back  to  his  theatre  regularly  and  en- 
joy themselves.  They  were  coming  to  the 
theatre  primarily  to  see  the  show — only  in- 
cidentally were  they  buying  candy.  If 
their  purchases  didn’t  satisfy  them,  maybe 
they  would  still  come  to  the  theatre,  but 
they  wouldn’t  buy  his  candy.  So  he  had 
to  find  out  what  they  wanted  to  eat  and 
sell  them  that,  rather  than  sell  them  what 
the  old  concessionnaire  used  to  think  were 
his  biggest  profit  makers.  For  with  the 
big  profits  on  cheap  candies  he  had  few 
sales  and  fewer  satisfied  patrons. 

Develops  New  Market 

“The  theatre  stand,  therefore,  has  be- 
come a place  from  which  to  fill  the  de- 
mand of  the  buying  public.  The  candy 
must  be  good,  fresh  and  cleanly  displayed. 
The  patron  must  enjoy  eating  it  or  it  will 
interfere  with  his  enjoyment  of  the  show 
which  is  the  prime  reason  for  his  being 
there.  The  theatre  patron,  therefore,  is 
not  a guinea  pig  on  whom  to  try  out  all 
kinds  of  new  items.  He  will  discover  on 
the  outside  which  items  he  enjoys  and 
then  will  ask  for  them  in  the  theatre 
knowing  they  will  add  to  his  entertain- 
ment.” 

In  conclusion  Levenson  said,  “As  to  the 
increased  volume  of  sales — I am  convinced 
that  this  is  a fact — the  theatres  have  de- 
veloped among  their  patrons  a large  group 
of  regular  adult  customers  who  might 
never  think  of  stopping  at  the  candy  store 
on  their  way  to  the  theatre  to  buy  a five 
cent  bar  of  candy.  But,  we  made  the 
theatre  stand  so  appealing  that  they  just 
couldn’t  resist  stopping,  and  once  they 
stopped,  they  bought,  and  if  the  candy  was 
fresh  and  enjoyable,  a new  candy  eater  had 
been  cultivated  and  a regular  theatre  cus- 
tomer became  a regular  candy  customer.” 
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SEASON'S  GREETINGS 

®niteb  €orp. 


BOSTON 

I YULETIDE  GREETINGS  | 

1 From 


I 


JOHN  DERVIN,  Branch  Manager 
JOSEPH  CARROLL,  Office  Manager 
GEORGE  HAGER  HERB  SCHAEFER 

NATHAN  ROSS  JOSEPH  CRONIN 
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I TOM  BAILEY  E.  X.  CALLAHAN 

I SAM  BERG  H.  S.  ALEXANDER 

i 

I AND  ALL  THE  GANG 


Republic  Pictures  Corp. 

SENDS  GREETINGS 


M.  E.  MOREY 


JACK  DAVIS 
SAM  SELETSKY 
AL  FECKE 
JACK  JENNINGS 
JACK  MARTIN 
LOUIS  ZACCARDO 
CHARLIE  WILSON 


HELEN  CHANSKY 
ROSE  RUBIN 
GLADYS  MARTIN 
LYN  COPELAND 
ESTHER  SHAPS 
MARYANN  CAVARETTA 


SEASON'S  GREETINGS 

MONOGRAM  PICTURES,  Inc. 


STEVE  BROIDY  — NATE  FURST 
NAT  LEVIN  GENE  GROSS 

HERMAN  KONNIS  MORRIS  WEBER 

TOM  O'BRIEN  JACK  HILL 
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Season's  Greetings 

MASTER  MOTION  PICTURE 
COMPANY 


YULETIDE  GREETINGS 

INDEPENDENT  THEATRE 
SUPPLY  CO.,  Inc. 
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— SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT  TRAILERS  — 

MAURICE  MASTER 
New  Sound  Studio  Now  Operating 


Complete  Theatre  Equipment 
International  Seats 
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I EDWIN  K.  HOSMER 

28  Winchester  St.  — LIBerty  0051  — BOSTON 


MERRY 


CHRISTMAS 


RISEMAN  & LERCARI 

16  FAYETTE  STREET 
BOSTON,  MASS. 


HAPPY 


NEW  YEAR 
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PICTURES  CORPORATION 

Extends  Season's  Greetings 

HARRY  ROGOVIN 

S.  SIMONS  J.  WOLF 
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E.  COHEN  B,  LEVIN 

H.  GREENBERG  M.  FOX 
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Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Extends  Holiday  Greetings 

M.  N.  WOLF 

HENRY  WOLPER,  TOM  DON- 
ALDSON, I.  P.  BYRNE,  I.  M.  CUM- 
MINGS, R.  I.  CURRAN,  M.  R.  GOLD- 
STEIN, EDWARD  RENICK,  HARRY  ROSEN- 
BLATT, HARRY  WORDEN,  BEN  BEBCHICK, 
CHARLES  REPEC,  NATE  OBERMAN,  JERRY 
CROWLEY,  MATT  DONAHUE,  AL  WHEELER 


'€■ 

'M 

%- 


I 
I 
I 


Select  Attractions,  Inc. 
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^ And  May  We  Extend  Our  Wishes  to  You  All  ^ 
For  a Happy  and  Healthy  New  Year  ^ 

I SAM  DAVIDSON  WALTER  GILLIS  | 
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Make  1941  the 
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THEATRE  CANDY  COMPANY 
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jyjERRY  CHRISTMAS!  Dear  Santa  Claus, 
would  appreciate  it  very  much  if 
you’ll  bring  us,  this  time,  more  boxoffice 
receipts  than  ever  before  . . . and  more  of 
the  right  kind  of  pictures  . . . and,  maybe, 
a Florida  vacation  sometime  this  winter, 
together  with  a subscription  for  Boxoffice 
in  every  stocking  . . . and,  don’t  forget,  try 
to  make  the  public  believe  that  “Motion 
pictures  are  your  best  entertainment”  by 
way  of  SRO  business  everywhere! 

William  Haggins,  usher  at  the  Loew’s- 
Poli.  has  been  upped  to  assistant  chief  of 
service  at  that  theatre,  succeeding  Sid- 
ney S.  Ziff,  who  resigned  to  work  in  a 
local  factory  . . . Manager  George  E.  Free- 
man of  the  Loew’s-Poli  attended  a Loew’s- 
Poli  managers’  meeting  in  New  Haven  . . . 
Mary  Stroshine,  office  clerk  at  the  West- 
ern Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.,  has  been 
ill  at  Springfield  Hospital  . . . Al  Anders  of 
the  Bijou  reported  good  business  with  “The 
Bank  Dick”  . . . Regards  are  in  order  for 
Jay  W.  Raymond,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Broadway , vyho  is  currently  observing 
his  tenth  anniversary  in  show  business. 

Raymond  Lynch,  E.  M.  Loew’s  Court 
Square  doorman,  has  left  for  fields  un- 
known . . . Loraine  Contour  is  the  new 
candy  girl  at  that  theatre,  replacing 
Theresa  D’Angello,  resigned  . . . William 
“Billy”  Powell,  division  manager  in  Spring- 
field  for  the  Herman  Rif  kin  circuit,  and 
Michael  Zandan,  editor-in-chief  of  the 
Springfield  Free  Press,  were  in  New  York 
last  weekend  . . . Garden  played  Republic’s 
“Scatterbrain”  and  “Dark  Command”  . . . 
Charlie  King  is  the  new  janitor  at  the 
State  St.  Arcade,  succeeding  Albert  Raco, 
resigned  . . . Manager  George  W.  Cole- 
man of  the  Arcade  had  a cold  last  week 


. . . Frankie  Meany  and  Richard  Larsen  of 
the  Arcade’s  service  staff  are  writing  a 
love  song.  Hy  Nozak,  the  theatre’s  assist- 
ant manager,  is  coaching  them. 

Manager  Andrew  A.  Sette  of  the  WB’s 
Capitol  is  playining  big  things  for  “Santa 
Fe  Trail”  . . . Phillips’  last  cooking  school 
was  to  have  been  presented  Wednesday 
afternoon,  with  a gas  range,  through  the 
cooperation  of  the  Springfield  Gas  & Light 
Co.,  being  given  to  holder  of  lucky  num- 
ber . . . Mrs.  Sophie  Chekowska,  formerly 
candy  girl  at  the  Loew’s-Poli,  gave  birth 
last  week  at  Springfield  Hospital  to  a baby 
girl  weighing  nearly  nine  pounds  . . . Claire 
Bocash,  Loew’s-Poli  candy  girl,  observed 
her  19th  birthday  last  Wednesday  . . . Cal- 
vin Bishop  has  joined  the  ushers’  corps  at 
the  Loew’s-Poli  . . . William  Craven,  usher 
at  the  Art,  has  resigned  to  join  the 
marines. 

Harold  Carron  is  the  new  usher  at  the 
Paramount,  succeeding  Robert  “Flea  Boy” 
Abdull,  who  left  the  theatre  for  a local 
factory  ...  Joe  Egan,  assistant  engineer  at 
the  Paramount,  was  to  have  checked  out 
of  the  Springfield  Emergency  Hospital  this 
week  after  having  recuperated  from  ulcers 
of  the  stomach.  Georgie  Williams  has  been 
taking  care  of  Egan’s  duties  . . . Alec  Con- 
dinno,  Broadway  usher,  has  resigned  . . . 
The  O’Connor  Family  played  the  E.  M. 
Loew’s  Court  Square  . . . Pat  McGee  of  the 
E.  M.  Loew  home  office  in  Boston  arrived 
in  Springfield  for  a several  weeks’  stay  . . . 
Harold  White  and  Betty  Gaye,  former 
usher  and  candy  girl,  respectively  at  the 
E.  M.  Loew’s  Court  Square,  will  be  mar- 
ried sometime  next  month  . . . Richard 
Dudgyd  has  been  appointed  doorman  at 
the  Garden,  replacing  Bruce  Jerald. 


"Here  Comes  the  Navy" 
Gets  Snip  in  Boston 


Boston — “Here  Comes  the  Navy”  and 
“Souls  in  Pawn”  caught  the  censorial  scis- 
sors. Forty-seven  other  films  were  ap- 
proved without  elimination. 

Deleted  from  “Here  Comes  the  Navy” 
was  “Dialogue,  ‘of  suckers,’  in  part  1.  Dia- 
logue, ‘ — You’re  nothin’  but  a lot  of 
whipped  dogs — ,’  to  and  including,  ‘ — like  a 
lot  of  rag  dolls,’  in  part  6.” 

Cut  from  “Souls  in  Pawn,”  new  Harry 
Asher  roadshow,  were  “Scenes  showing 
girls  in  background  with  bare  abdomens, 
in  part  1.  Scene  showing  Louis  falling  to 
floor  in  pain  in  hospital,  in  part  3.  All 
scenes  showing  burlesque  girl  in  dressing 
room  with  open  negligee,  in  part  5.” 

Local  B-41  Dinner  Dance 
Held  at  Bay  Brook  Inn 

New  Haven — Local  B-41  of  exchange 
employes  held  its  Christmas  dinner-dance 
at  Baybrook  Inn  Thursday  evening. 

Laura  Villano  acted  as  chairman  of  the 
event,  which  was  voted  a complete  suc- 
cess. President  Sam  Zipkin,  and  business 
agent.  Bob  Hoffman,  assisted. 


Re-elect  Entire  Slate 

New  Haven  — At  the  annual  election 
meeting  of  Local  No.  74  of  stage  em- 
ployes, the  entire  slate  of  officers  was 
re-elected  for  1941.  John  S.  O’Connell 
again  heads  the  union  as  president,  while 
Daniel  Cummings  is  business  agent  for  the 
third  year,  Charles  McBride,  vice-presi- 
dent, Robert  C.  Watson,  recording  secre- 
tary, Chas.  Langley,  financial  secretary, 
and  E.  O’Connell,  business  agent  for  Derby. 
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Springiield  Council  Puts 
Two  Films  on  Adult  List 


Springfield,  Mass.  — The  Springfield 
Motion  Picture  Council  announces  its 
“classified”  list  of  forthcoming  films: 

. Suitable  for  adults  only — “Long  Voy- 
age Home”  and  “Pastor  Hall.” 

Suitable  for  adults  and  young  people— 
“Chad  Hanna,”  “Dancing  on  a Dime,” 
“Ellery  Queen,  Master  Detective,”  “Bank 
Dick,”  “She  Couldn’t  Say  No,”  “Tin  Pan 
Alley,”  “Boys  of  the  City,”  “This  Thing 
Called  Love,”  “Youll  Find  Out,”  “Tom 
Brown’s  School  Days,”  “Santa  Pe  Trail,” 
“Always  a Bride,”  “Arizona,”  Little  Nellie 
Kelly”  and  “Thief  of  Bagdad.” 


McManus  Retires 

Boston — James  McManus,  veteran  New 
England  theatreman,  has  been  retired  by 
the  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  At  the  time  his 
pension  became  effective,  McManus  man- 
aged the  Marlborough  in  suburban  Boston. 
George  Healey,  recently  manager  of  the 
Egleston  Square,  has  taken  over  the  man- 
agement of  the  former  house. 


Giveaways  a Topic 

Boston — Status  of  cash  giveaways  in 
Massachusetts  and  consent  decree  provi- 
sions were  on  the  discussion  schedule  for 
the  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  meeting 
slated  to  be  held  this  week  following  sev- 
eral postponements. 


Directs  "Page  Boys" 

Hollywood — ^Producer  Charles  R.  Rog- 
ers has  assigned  Alfred  E.  Green  to  di- 
rect “Senate  Page  Boys,”  to  be  released 
by  Columbia. 


Ct  - 
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HNSEL  SANBORN,  Carroll  county  film 
operator,  and  his  wife  escaped  with 
only  a shaking  up  in  an  automobile  acci- 
dent in  Milton,  in  which  their  car  was 
badly  damaged.  They  were  returning  from 
a trip  to  Boston  when  the  mishap  occurred. 

Bernice  Claire,  radio  and  film  song- 
stress, gave  a concert  in  Practical  Arts 
Auditorium  in  Manchester,  where  Rubin- 
off,  noted  violinist,  was  also  on  the  pro- 
gram. 

A proposed  ordinance  amendment  to 
Sunday  bowling  has  been  rejected  by  the 
city  council  in  Dover. 

The  Robert  L.  Ripley  “Believe  It  or  Not’’ 
museum  has  been  an  attraction  for  nine 
days  in  Manchester’s^  main  business  dis- 
trict. 

Proceeds  of  a dime  children’s  show  at 
the  Park  in  Nashua,  December  21,  were 
slated  to  go  to  the  Nashua  Police  Depart- 
ment to  assist  the  bluecoats  in  staging 
their  annual  Christmas  party  for  Gate  City 
youngsters. 


Franchise  to  Segal 

Boston— Harry  Segal  has  taken  over  the 
New  England  franchise  of  Selected  Pic- 
tures, Inc.  “Adolescence,”  the  concern’s 
first  release,  was  spotted  by  Segal  at  the 
Globe  in  Bridgeport.  The  Leon  Janney 
vehicle  has  been  passed  with  no  elimina- 
tions for  Sunday  showings  in  Massachu- 
setts. Segal  has  been  giving  it  a roadshow 
billing. 


Heliner  Wins  Settlement 
From  Sudbury  Amuse. 


Boston — The  Massachusetts  Bank  Night 
collection  suit  ended  in  victory  for  Roy 
E.  Heffner,  New  England  Bank  Night  as- 
signee, Monday  night  when  the  Sudbury 
Amusement  Co.  settled  for  an  undisclosed 
amount  at  the  close  of  the  third  day  of 
trial  with  plaintiff’s  evidence  unfinished. 

George  S.  Ryan  was  attorney  for  Heff- 
ner in  the  $750  suit  against  the  former 
concern  of  the  late  Louis  Boas,  once  con- 
trolling the  Orpheum,  Danvers. 

Heffner  entrained  for  New  York  where 
Tuesday  morning  he  made  plane  connec- 
tions for  Texas  and  a delayed  hunting  trip. 


Wins  From  Sharby 
Boston— Roy  E.  Heffner,  local  sales 
representative  of  Keen-O  Quiz,  has  col- 
lected from  Fred  Sharby,  operator  of  the 
Scenic  in  Keene,  N.  H.,  in  a royalty  col- 
lection suit. 


Obtain  Seat  Franchise 

Boston — The  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
has  taken  over  the  New  England  franchise 
of  the  International  Seat  Co.,  Kenneth  R. 
Douglass,  Capitol  head,  has  announced. 
Capitol  will  continue  to  distribute  Ideal 
Seats  here,  Douglass  stated. 


Opening  on  Thursdays 

Hartford — The  local  E.  M.  Loew’s,  man- 
aged by  George  E.  Landers,  has  gone  on 
a temporary  schedule  of  opening  new  films 
on  Thursdays  instead  of  Fridays. 
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gOTH  the  Metro  Pep  Club  and  the  War- 
ner Theatre  department  staff  cele- 
brated the  Yuletide  with  dinner  parties  on 
Thursday.  Metro  chose  Oakdale  Tavern, 
with  George  Weber  and  Charlie  Lazarus  in 
charge  of  arrangements.  Tom  Donaldson, 
who  will  soon  be  leaving  the  Elm  City  for 
the  Hub,  Morey  Goldstein,  who  will  be 
doing  vice  versa,  and  Maurice  N.  Wolf, 
district  manager,  were  guests  of  honor.  Ex- 
change of  presents  was  hilarious  . . . I.  J. 
Hoffman’s  annual  Warner  Xmas  party  fol- 
lowed a meeting  of  all  managers  in  the 
New  England  zone  in  New  Haven  in  the 
afternoon.  Dinner  was  at  Waverly  Inn, 
Cheshire.  Also  dancing  . . . Harry  Shaw 
will  have  his  Christmas  tree  and  usual 
Loew-Poli  party  in  his  office  and  gifts  will 
be  exchanged.  Any  more  parchment  testi- 
monials and  Harry  will  have  to  start  using 
the  walls  in  the  corridors. 

Big  doings  in  preparation  for  the  Tom 
Donaldson  farewell  testimonial  dinner 
January  14  at  the  Taft,  with  Harry  Shaw 
and  Barney  Pitkin  in  charge  . . . New 
Metro  manager  here,  Morey  Goldstein,  will 
have  a dinner  in  Boston,  January  7,  and 
be  welcomed  here  at  the  Donaldson  affair. 
Many  out-of-town  guests  are  expected  . . . 
The  Adolph  Johnsons  may  journey  south- 
ward for  Christmas  to  visit  with  young 
Bob,  who  is  now  instructor  in  physical  edu- 
cation at  MacFadden’s  Deauville  Hotel, 
Miami  Beach  . . . Patty  McMann  of  the 
State,  New  Britain,  who  still  retains  that 
college  spirit,  is  planning  to  attend  the 
grid  classic  New  Year’s  day  between  his 
Alma  Mater,  Georgetown,  and  Michigan 
State,  to  be  played  at  Miami. 

New  Jack  Benny-Fred  Allan  comedy, 
“Love  Thy  Neighbor,”  was  screened  at  the 
Plaza,  Stamford,  for  a contingent  of  New 
York  film  men,  exhibitors  in  the  vicinity, 
and  Ed  Ruff  and  Henry  Germaine  from 
New  Haven  . . . Newly-wed  Carmen  Mas- 
colis  of  the  Alhambra,  Waterbury,  made  a 
first  appearance  on  Meadow  Street  since 
their  honeymoon  . . . Bob  Russell,  Loew- 
Poli  manager,  is  planning  a trip  to  Atlan- 
tic City  to  recover  from  the  recent  heavy 
campaigns  against  pre-Xmas  doldrums, 
and  the  New  Year’s  show  . . . A1  Warming- 
ham  of  the  Journal-Courier  will  go  along 
to  recover  from  things  in  general  . . . Phil 
Saslau  of  Fishman  Theatres  has  dubbed 
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the  excavation  for  the  cellar  of  his  new 
home,  his  “outdoor  recreation  room”  and 
is  considering  an  outdoor  skating  rink  . . . 
Leo  Ricci  has  taken  to  the  villain  role  with 
a brand  new  moustache  . . . Athan  Prakas 
of  the  Rivoli,  Bridgeport,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  a special  committee  for  collec- 
tion of  clothing  for  Greek  war  sufferers. 

Mike  Sabine,  manager  of  Panora’s 
Strand,  Willimantic,  goes  back  to  Spring- 
field  and  is  succeeded  by  Norbert  Aubin 
. . . Arthur  K.  Howard,  New  England  busi- 
ness manager  of  Allied  Theatre  Owners, 
and  Shepard  Epstein,  membership  cam- 
paign chairman  in  Connecticut,  spoke  at 
the  combined  exhibitors’  meeting  to  dis- 
cuss legislation  in  the  coming  session  at 
Hartford.  Film  people  who  have  met  How- 
ard here,  may  not  know  he  is  a national 
bridge  expert  . . . Malcolm  Kingsberg,  ex- 
ecutive vice-president  of  RKO  Theatres, 
was  in  New  Haven  on  a social  visit  . . . 
Richard  Schaefer  home  from  Holy  Cross  to 
visit  with  the  Lou  Schaefers  of  the  Para- 
mount over  the  holidays  . . . Katherine 
Fitzgerald,  former  Republic  booker,  is  the 
mother  of  a baby  boy  . . . Mrs.  Joseph 
Samartano  (Poli,  Meriden)  is  ill  at  home. 

Warner’s  reopen  the  State,  South  Man- 
chester, Christmas  day  after  a dark  period 
for  renovation,  with  “Tin  Pan  Alley”  and 
“Charter  Pilot”  . . . The  Rialto,  South  Nor- 
walk, also  reopens  on  the  big  day  with  “I’m 
Still  Alive”  and  “Fargo  Kid”  . . . Christ- 
mas week  attractions  downtown  will  in- 
clude “Love  Thy  Neighbor”  at  the  Para- 
mount, “Arizona”  at  the  Poli,  “Four 
Mothers”  at  the  College  . . . New  Year’s 
Eve  finds  the  Paramount  only  house  in 
town  and  the  only  M&P  house  in  the 
state  playing  vaude,  with  “Give  Us  Wings” 
as  film  fare  . . . Lobbies  of  downtowns  are 
most  festive  with  their  Xmas  trees,  wreaths 
and  decorations  . . . Universal  staff  did 
wonders  with  a Xmas  display,  ingenious- 
ly using  film  cans  to  remind  exhibitors  of 
their  best  Xmas  presents. 

Plaza,  Worcester,  and  Poli,  Springfield, 
have  been  sold  for  morning  Xmas  shows 
. . . The  Howard  ran  a canned  goods  mati- 
nee in  conjunction  with  St.  Peter’s  Church 
. . . Franklyn  Ferguson,  manager  of  the 
Whitney,  has  secured  the  Plymouth 
Church  choir  of  60  voices  to  sing  on  his 
platform  Xmas  Eve  at  8:30  . . . Columbians 
lost  their  return  bowling  engagement  with 
Lee  Malcarni’s  Essex  Square  rollers  . . . 
Middletown  had  a Polish  double  feature 
. . . Garde,  New  London,  concluded  ama- 
teur shows  with  all-star  stage  show,  with 
10  acts  featuring  winners  . . . Bridgeport 
and  New  Haven  cashiers  and  ushers  com- 
peted on  a WICC  “Quiz  of  Two  Cities’’  pro- 
gram. 

All  downtowns  will  have  New  Year’s  Eve 
midnight  shows  except  the  College  . . . 
Bijou  will  be  in  readiness  to  catch  over- 
flow of  Poli,  which  runs  “Flight  Com- 
mand” . . . Paramount,  “Give  Us  Wings” 
and  vaude  . . . Roger  Sherman,  “Santa  Fe 
Trail”  . . . Poli,  Waterbury,  will  have  seven 
acts  of  vaude  and  the  Kay  Kyser  picture 
. . . Globe,  Bridgeport,  eight  acts  and 
“Devil’s  Pipeline”  . . . Palace,  Meriden, 
midnight  show  “NWMP”  at  55  cents,  fol- 
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lowed  by  full  week’s  engagement  at  regu- 
lar prices  . . . Majestic,  Bridgeport,  will 
be  ready  to  take  over  if  the  Poli  starts  to 
bulge  . . . Elm  Street  and  Poli,  Worcester, 
sell  tickets  simultaneously  for  midnight 
show  of  “Flight  Command”  . . . Forest,  Al- 
lington,  will  have  a midnight  show  . . . 
Majestic,  Bridgeport,  will  have  “Thief  of 
Bagdad”  as  a Xmas  offering  . . . Poli 
houses  in  Hartford  and  Springfield  have 
“Chad  Hanna”  booked. 

The  Lampert  Theatre  of  Windsor,  Inc., 
has  been  ordered  to  file  copies  of  its  Vita- 
graph  licensing  agreements  as  exhibits  in 
its  action  against  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  on 
Windsor  second  run  . . . Sam  Haddleman 
has  reseated  his  700-seaf  Capitol,  Bridge- 
port . . . Strand-Palace,  Bridgeport,  reno- 
vation job  swinging  into  action  . . . Forest, 
Allingtown,  parking  space  has  been  in- 
creased on  both  sides  of  the  theatre  mak- 
ing room  for  200  . . . “Tin  Pan  Alley”  came 
close  to  breaking  the  “Boys  Town”  record 
for  a single  day  on  Sunday  at  the  Poli. 
Lines  formed  to  the  corner  . . . Bob  Russell 
had  his  cashiers  give  silver  dollars  in  cel- 
lophane bags,  instead  of  bills,  as  change. 
Imprinted  on  card  in  the  bag  was  offer  of 
$1.05  in  return  for  the  silver  dollar  to  pa- 
trons the  following  week  at  “Go  West”  . . . 
Russell  also  had  a sound  truck  out  on  the 
Marx  Bros,  picture  two  days  before  open- 
ing. And  distributed  3,000  heralds  in  Lib- 
erty Magazine;  erected  a 12x20  foot  elec- 
tric sign  visible  from  the  depot  and  heavy- 
traffic  streets;  used  colored  caricature 
heads  and  other  cutouts  from  2A.-sheets  to 
paste  on  lobby  mirrors  with  excellent  ef- 
fect; dressed  Jake  as  Groucho  for  street 
ballyhoo  with  “Pack  Up  Your  Troubles” 
suitcase. 

Morris  Rosenthal  induced  Governor  Hur- 
ley to  attend  the  award  of  gold  footballs  to 
the  All-Greater  Bridgeport  High  School 
eleven  at  the  Majestic,  Bridgeport  . . . Matt 
Saunders  planted  a Broderick  Crawford 
story  and  art  on  “Seven  Sinners”  . . . “Ice 
Capades”  is  a Xmas  attraction  at  Spring- 
field  . . . Harry  Rose  gathered  in  seven 
co-op  ads  on  “Adolescence”  as  a result  of 
the  Leon  Janney  p.  a.  at  the  Globe,  Bridge- 
port . . . “So  You  Won’t  Talk”  stayed  over 
a second  week  at  E.  M.  Loew’s  . . . Webster, 
Hartford,  sponsors  a daily  12:45  street  quiz 
over  WNBC. 
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Santa  Claus  Comes  to  Town 
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By  LOU  BROWN 

^ Publicity  Chief,  Loew-Poli  Division) 

New  Haven — That  venerable  old  gen- 
tleman with  a long  white  beard,  a large 
red  nose,  who  to  millions  is  known  as 
Santa  Claus,  alias  “St.  Nicholas,”  “Kris 
Kringle,”  “The  Man  With  the  Long  Whisk- 
ers” and  “Once  A Year  Nick,”  sighed,  pick- 
ed up  his  spectacles,  grabbed  another 
mouthful  of  steaming  black  coffee  and 
opened  another  iwuch  of  letters  . . . 
Christmas  letters  from  boys  and  girls  the 
world  over,  from  young  and  old  folks  and 
from  men  and  women  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture profession,  who  like  himself  were 
dispensers  of  good  cheer  and  happiness 
through  the  365  days  of  the  year. 

He,  that  is  Santa,  had  already  gone 
through  millions  of  letters,  catalogued  the 
wishes  of  the  writers  and  had  made  up 
his  mind  to  finish  reading  all  correspond- 
ence in  order  that  he  could  load  his  new 
planes  sloganed  “The  hell  cats,”  which  Bob 
Taylor  and  Ruth  Hussey  had  been  using 
in  “Flight  Command,”  and  start  his  Christ- 
mas deliveries. 

His  weary  old  eyes  were  growing  dim 
when  all  of  a sudden  he  picked  up  an 
envelope  addressed  in  such  a manner  that 
it  commanded  his  interest.  With  a paper 
knife  he  hastily  slit  it  open.  The  note 
was  signed  by  “Uncle”  Harry  Shaw,  that 
jovial  division  manager  of  the  Loew  Poli 
New  England  theatres.  Now  “Uncle”  Har- 
ry, as  Santa  knew,  was  one  of  those  per- 
sons, of  whom  there  are  not  enough  in 
this  world  today,  whose  slogan  is  “two 
good  laughs  a day  or  the  day  is  ruined.” 
What,  Santa  wondered,  did  “Uncle”  Harry 
want.  It  didn’t  take  him  long  to  find 
out,  for  “Uncle”  Harry  was  straight  to 
the  point  in  asking  that  Santa  bring  him 
52  good  pictures,  one  for  each  week  dur- 
ing 1941,  each  of  which  would  be  better 
than  the  one  before  and  a business  that 
would  keep  two  cashiers  working  day  in 
and  day  out  at  each  boxoffice.  No,  “Uncle” 
Harry  wasn’t  worried  how  to  take  care 
of  seating  these  customers  and  getting  a 
turnover,  for  he  could  juggle  schedules  to 
p>erfection. 

What’s  more,  “Uncle”  Harry  pleaded 
that  he  stop  having  trouble  with  his  au- 
tomobile, that  the  war  situation  be  set- 
tled so  that  he  and  Flo  could  make  an 
ocean  voyage  on  their  vacation,  that  Yale 
have  a better  football  team,  and  that 
every  child  who  hangs  up  its  stocking 
finds  that  on  Christmas  morning  it  be 
filled  with  his  heart’s  desire. 

With  that  order  catalogued,  Santa 
turned  to  another  envelope.  To  his  sur- 
prise it  was  signed  by  Bob  Russell,  who 
claimed  he  was  manager  of  Loew’s  Poli. 
Santa  figured  that  Bob  was  past  the  age 
of  writing  Xmas  notes,  but  figured  that 
he  couldn’t  lose  anything  by  reading  it. 
Bob’s  wish  was  that  they  stop  making 
those  sudden  switches  in  pictures;  that 
his  son  Ellwood  become  a second  Paul 
Whiteman,  and  that  they  give  him  a show 
each  week  just  the  right  length,  so  that 
he  can  get  a turnover.  Bob  even  added  a 
postscript  that  Santa  bring  Nat  Rubin, 
“his  fashion  plate  Romeo”  assistant, 
more  lobby  holdouts  and  less  refunds. 
That,  declared  Bob,  would  make  Nat  the 
happiest  man  this  side  of  the  Mason 
Dixon  line. 

A few  minutes  later  another  note  turn- 
ed up,  this  time  from  Sam  Badamo  of 
the  Loew  Poli  College.  Sam’s  order  was 
simple  to  fill,  he  thought,  for  all  he 
wanted  was  steady  material  to  fill  up  his 
lobby  frames,  no  first  runs  and  plenty 
of  holdover  pictures  of  the  “Gone  With 


the  Wind”  type.  Bob  Munzner  enclosed 
his  request  in  the  same  envelope,  for  Sam 
is  cutting  down  expenses.  All  Bob  asked 
for  was  good  hunting  weather,  a fishing 
season  par  excellence,  and  plenty  of  cus- 
tomers at  the  boxoffice. 

In  an  envelope  larger  than  the  others, 
Santa  discovered  a note  from  Bill  Reis- 
inger  of  the  Bijou.  Bill,  a newcomer  in 
this  section,  asked  Santa  how  to  keep 
down  his  overhead,  cut  down  his  lobby 
expenses  and  to  give  him  rubber  walls  for 
the  Saturday  vaudeville  and  the  Tuesday 
night  amateur  show.  Bill  also  promised 
Santa  that  he  would  abide  by  the  Con- 
necticut auto  laws.  Written  on  the  back 
of  an  inspection  report,  Vernon  Burns 
asked  that  he  get  more  Loew  Down  men- 
tions. 

Santa  then  picked  up  a package  of  en- 
velopes tied  with  red  ribbon.  These  he 
sorted  and  found  that  Matt  Saunders  of 
the  Poli,  Bridgeport,  asked  for  greater 
exploitation  and  publicity  breaks,  and  that 
his  new  car  outlast  the  one  he  traded  in. 
Jack  Sidney,  his  assistant,  asked  that  the 
tab  show  in  which  he  “sunk”  some  money, 
come  through  in  good  shape,  at  least  in 
shape  enough  to  give  him  his  principal 
back.  Morris  Rosenthal  of  the  Majestic 
asked  for  a batch  of  good  bookings  and 
some  personal  appearances  that  would  dou- 
ble his  weekly  take.  Bob  Carney,  his  as- 
sistant, wanted  only  good  health  and  hap- 
piness for  him  and  his  family.  Harry 
“Bad  Man”  Rose  of  the  Globe  just  want- 
ed those  boys  in  the  second  balcony  to 
keep  quiet,  and  that  his  son  follow  the 
footsteps  of  Eddie  Duchin. 

Postmarked  Springfield,  Santa  found 
two  letter,  one  from  George  Freeman  of 
the  Poli  who  requested  that  the  local 
papers  give  him  a full  page  of  publicity 
every  day,  and  one  from  his  assistant,  Boyd 
Sparrow,  who  asked  that  Santa  give  that 
city  some  nice  warm  southern  weather. 

Prom  Worcester  was  a note  from  Monk 
Maloney  asking  for  more  midnight  shows 
and  more  personal  appearances  with  busi- 
ness like  Rita  Johnson  gave  him.  Maurice 
Druker,  his  assistant,  only  wanted  another 
riding  horse,  one  which  would  not  buck 
and  send  him  to  the  hospital  again.  Joe 
Anstead  at  the  Elm  Street  wants  a new 
lobby  entrance  and  a cooling  plant,  while 
Max  Nesvetsky  just  said  that  he  would  be 
thankful  for  anything  that  Santa  brought 
him.  Bob  Portle,  the  “Silent  Mayor”  who 
presides  over  the  Plaza,  asked  for  more 
games  to  play,  such  as  Ten-O-Win  and 
Cash  Quiz.  Russ  Moriarty,  his  assistant, 
wants  more  westerns. 

Prom  the  capital  of  Connecticut,  Jack 
Simons  asks  for  more  and  better  ani- 
mated displays  and  more  magic  ideas  with 
which  he  can  confuse  his  patrons.  Wally 
Cooper,  his  debonair  assistant,  wants  a 
new  car,  one  that  will  run.  Lou  “Min- 
strel Man”  Cohen  just  asked  to  be  left 
alone,  while  Sidney  Kleper,  his  assistant, 
wants  more  cooperative  ads. 

Down  in  Meriden,  Joe  Samartano  asked 
Santa  that  he  teach  “Tito”  more  tricks, 
while  Bill  Scanlon,  his  assistant,  asked  for 
more  time  to  visit  a certain  girl  in  New 
Haven.  In  Ed  Fitzpatrick’s  note  there  was 
a request  for  better  cooperation  among 
theatres  and  that  something  be  done  to 
do  away  with  Bingo.  George  Loukides 
wants  to  win  another  MUTOA  golf  cham- 
pionship. 

This,  Santa  sighed,  was  the  end,  or  at 
least  he  thought  so  until  he  he  came  across 
a small  typed  envelope  from  a person  by 
the  name  of  Lou  Brown,  type  and  layout 
slinger,  who  wrote:  “All  I want  is  good 
pictures,  swell  layouts,  plenty  of  breaks  in 


Exlend  Invilations  to 
Donaldson  Testimonial 


New  Haven  — Invitations  have  been 
mailed  for  the  farewell  testimonial  dinner 
to  be  given  Thomas  G.  Donaldson,  Metro 
exchange  manager,  who  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  the  managership  of  the  Boston 
branch.  The  affair  has  been  scheduled  for 
January  14,  at  the  Hotel  Taft,  with  Harry 
F.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  manager,  and 
Barney  Pitkin,  RKO  manager,  as  co-chair- 
men. 

A large  committee  appointed  includes 
Lou  Anger  of  the  Barnum,  Bridgeport; 
Sam  Badamo,  College,  New  Haven;  Mau- 
rice Bailey,  Whitney,  Westville,  and  Whal- 
ley.  New  Haven;  Bill  Brown  of  Greenwich 
and  Stamford;  Lou  Cohen,  Palace,  Hart- 
ford; Harold  Eskin,  Stamford;  John  Evers, 
Darien;  Dan  Finn,  Warner  Theatre  de- 
partment; J.  B.  Fishman,  Fishman  Thea- 
tres; Edward  Fitzpatrick,  Poli,  Waterbury; 
Lou  Gordon,  Lockwood  & Gordon,  Wind- 
sor; Phil  Gravitz,  Metro  booker;  Morris 
Hadelman,  Shelton;  Sam  Hadelman,  Capi- 
tol, Bridgeport;  John  Hesse,  Roger  Sher- 
man, New  Haven;  B.  E.  Hoffman,  Warner 
Theatre  department. 

Milton  Hyams,  Metro  salesman;  Irving 
C.  Jacocks  jr.,  Branford;  Morris  Joseph, 
Universal  manager;  Morton  Katz,  Metro 
salesman;  Martin  Keleher,  Princess,  Hart- 
ford; Charles  Lazarus,  Metro  booker;  I. 
Levine,  Imperial  representative;  Arthur 
Lockwood,  Windsor;  Roger  Mahan,  War- 
ner manager;  Frank  Mullen,  Metro  office 
manager;  ’Tim  O’Toole,  Columbia  man- 
ager; John  Pavone,  Universal;  Peter  Pera- 
kos.  New  Britain  and  Thompsonville ; Ed 
Peskay,  Greenwich  and  Stamford;  Bill 
Pine,  Darien;  Leo  Ricci,  Capitol,  Meriden; 
Sam  Rosen,  Winsted  and  Lakeville;  Morris 
Rosenthal,  Majestic,  Bridgeport;  Edward 
Ruff,  Paramount  exchange  manager;  Rob- 
ert Russell,  Loew-Poli,  New  Haven;  Joseph 
Samartano,  Poli,  Meriden;  Matt  Saunders, 
Poli,  Bridgeport;  Lou  Schaefer,  Paramount, 
New  Haven. 

A.  M.  Schuman,  Black  Rock,  Bridgeport; 
Sam  Seletsky,  Republic  manager;  Maurice 
Shulman,  Rivoli  and  Webster,  Hartford; 
Ben  Simon,  20th-Fox  manager;  Jack 
Simons,  Poli,  Hartford;  Max  Tabackman, 
Rivoli,  West  Haven;  Mike  Thomasino, 
White  Way,  New  Haven;  George  Weber, 
Metro  checking  supervisor;  Lou  Wechsler, 
UA  manager;  Irwin  Wheeler,  Colonial, 
Canaan;  George  Wilkinson,  Wilkinson, 
Wallingford. 

The  party  will  also  honor  Morey  Gold- 
stein, who  succeeds  Donaldson  here,  after 
holding  the  job  of  Boston  city  salesman  for 
Metro  for  the  past  three  years.  Many 
Boston  and  New  York  executives  are  ex- 
pected to  attend. 


the  newspaper  and  on  the  radio,  the  full 
cooperation  of  everyone,  a car  for  my  wife, 
a doll  for  my  daughter  and  good  health 
and  happiness  for  everyone.” 

Thank  goodness,  Santa  mused,  this  fin- 
ished up  his  mail  until  next  year,  and 
with  a sigh  he  turned  around.  Startled 
he  looked  again,  for  someone  had  sneaked 
in  and  posted  a 24-sheet  on  the  side 
of  the  wall.  Here’s  what  it  said:  Watch 
for  these  hits  coming  soon  to  Loew’s  Poli 
. . . “Comrade  X,”  with  Clark  Gable  and 
Hedy  Lamarr;  “Philadelphia  Story,”  with 
Cary  Grant,  Katharine  Hepburn  and  James 
Stewart;  “Flight  Command”  and  many 
others. 

He  started  laughing,  it  grew  louder  and 
louder  and  then  all  of  a sudden  he  ex- 
claimed, “that  Brown  guy  doesn’t  think 
anyplace  is  sacred  anymore.” 
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Consolidale  Plans  for 
New  Year's  Parly 


Dallas — Led  by  Paul  Short,  recently 
elected  Chief  Barker,  and  R.  J.  (Bob) 
O’Donnell,  Honorary  Chief  Barker  for  life, 
the  Dallas  Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  17,  is 
consolidating  plans  for  its  sixth  annual 
New  Year’s  Eve  party. 

The  affair  this  year  is  called  “An  Ameri- 
can Party,”  and  the  entire  proceedings 
will  be  carried  out  in  a patriotic  spirit. 
Decorations,  menu  and  entertainment  will 
follow  the  American  motif.  Each  of  the 
individual  courses  on  the  menu  will  repre- 
sent some  state  or  section  of  the  country. 

Over  500  members  and  friends  of  the 
Variety  Club  will  be  present  for  the  affair, 
which  will  be  held  in  the  Grand  Ball- 
room of  Hotel  Adolphus.  Hyman  Char- 
ninsky’s  orchestra  will  play  for  dancing, 
and  a supplementary  string  band  will 
play  for  old-fashioned  square  dancing. 

Many  other  items  of  entertainment  are 
being  planned.  A floor  show  will  be  held, 
and  at  1 a.  m.  members  of  all  “name” 
bands  playing  in  Dallas,  will  come  to  the 
party  and  participate  in  a huge  “jam  ses- 
sion.” 

Barkers  from  all  over  Texas  and  the 
Southwest  are  planning  to  attend  the 
Dallas  affair,  a number  of  reservations 
having  already  been  received.  Tickets  may 
be  obtained  from  any  member  of  the  Dal- 
las tent,  and  all  reservations  must  be 
made  not  later  than  Saturday,  December 
28. 

According  to  Short,  the  1940  “American 
Party”  will  be  the  biggest  New  Year’s  Eve 
affair  ever  held  by  the  local  tent.  Pro- 
ceeds will  go  to  the  Club’s  charitable  ac- 
tivities, including  the  Freeman  Memorial 
Clinic,  swimming  pool,  Hope  Cottage  and 
boys’  camp. 


No  New  Years  Party  by 
Oklahoma  City  Barkers 

Oklahoma  City — “Because  New  Year’s 
Eve  is  so  important  to  the  exhibitor,  a 
day  on  which  he  could  not  very  well  af- 
ford to  be  away  from  his  business,  we 
have  decided  against  having  a party  on 
that  evening,”  Louis  C.  Griffith,  chief  bar- 
ker of  the  local  Variety  Club,  announces. 

“However,  this  year,”  he  adds,  “due  to 
the  newness  of  our  club  and  the  fact  most 
of  our  directions  having  been  in  the  de- 
velopment of  our  charities,  we  have  de- 
cided to  combine  a Christmas  and  New 
Year’s  party  with  that  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Theatre  Owners  Banquet.”  The  ban- 
quet was  held  at  the  Skirvin  Hotel  Tues- 
day following  the  exhibitor  convention. 


Reports  Wage  and  Hour 
Legislation  Coming  Up 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Jack  Kavanah,  Flori- 
da politician,  told  a group  here  December 
10,  that  employes  of  southern  institutions, 
including  theatres,  face  a strong  effort 
in  the  legislatures  of  all  southern  states 
to  pass  wage  and  hour  legislation.  These 
legislatures  meet  in  January  and  two  uni- 
form hills  have  been  prepared  for  intro- 
duction— one  a state  wage  and  hour  law 
and'  the  other  extending  the  federal  law 
to  put  other  employes  under  wage  and 
hour  regulation. 


Hoblitzelle  in  Plea  for  Unity 
In  Activity  Under  the  Decree 


Dallas — On  the  threshhold  of  a new 
year  that  holds  promise  of  some  confusion 
and  considerable  change,  Boxoffice  called 
upon  Karl  Hoblitzelle,  president  of  the  In- 
terstate Circuit,  for  a statement  on  the 
outlook.  The  result  appears  below  in  his 
verbatim  response. 

“1  am  pleased  to  accept  your  invitation 
to  make  some  statement  to  your  readers 
which  might  be  ap- 
propriate as  we  leave 
the  Old  Year  and  go 
into  the  New.  The 
New  Year  will  pre- 
sent to  us  many 
problems  of  interna- 
tional, local  and  in- 
dustrial nature.  It 
is  vitally  necessary 
that  all  of  us  keep 
a level  head  and  give 
more  than  usual  con- 
sideration to  our 
plans  before  taking 
action.  One  of  these  kakl  hoblitzkllk 
problems  will  be  the  various  relationships 
of  producers,  distributors  and  exhibitors 
under  the  operation  of  the  new  consent 
decree.  Despite  the  fact  that  this  measure 
is  unpopular  with  the  majority  of  exhibi- 
tors, it  is  nevertheless  an  accomplished 
fact  and  we  must  conform  to  its  provi- 
sions and  authority. 

“The  consent  decree  can  be  used  either 
as  an  instrument  of  constant  bickering 
and  arbitration  proceedings,  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  can  conduct  ourselves  in 
such  a manner  as  to  make  it  as  light  a 
burden  as  possible.  Used  intelligently, 
some  good  may  come  from  its  measures 
which  will,  to  some  extent,  offset  its  re- 
strictive and  burdensome  features. 

“Now,  as  never  before,  there  is  need  for 
unity  and  understanding  among  us.  It 
does  appear  to  me  that  the  arbitration  ma- 
chinery should  be  used  only  as  a last  re- 


Shop  and  Theatre  Unit 
Planned  by  Interstate 

Brownsville,  Tex. — Interstate  has  plans 
for  a $350,000  building  here  to  house  a 
theatre,  stores  and  offices.  The  company 
was  reported  to  have  closed  a deal  for 
a large  lot  in  the  business  section  of  this 
Valley  city,  the  consideration  was  said  to 
have  been  $27,500,  and  the  site  was  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  residence  of  the 
late  Judge  James  B.  Wells,  a widely 
known  official  along  the  Rio  Grande  bor- 
der before  the  early  1900’s. 

It  was  revealed  in  San  Antonio  that  the 
new  situation  will  be  the  largest  busi- 
ness venture  to  be  built  in  the  lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  since  the  depression. 


Davis  to  Lead  Memphis 
Exchange  Employes 

Memphis — At  the  December  meeting  of 
the  Film  Exchange  Employes  Local,  No. 
B-53,  the  following  officers  were  elected 
for  1941:  Frank  W.  Davis  president:  Sally 
Rodgers,  vice-president;  Norma  Rhodes, 
corresponding  secretary;  Joe  Kornegay, 
secretary-treasurer;  Bill  Scruggs,  business 
agent,  and  Billie  Joeckel,  recording  sec- 
retary. The  new  officers  assume  com- 
mand January  7. 


sort  between  parties,  and  that  everyone 
should  preferably  make  use  of  the  confer- 
ence table  on  a friendly  and  sympathetic 
basis  before  rushing  to  an  arbitration 
board,  which  must  certainly  entail  expense, 
delay  and  much  troublesome  preparation 
and  detail.  I think  this  is  particularly 
true  when  one  considers  that  this  contro- 
versy was  originally  designed  to  correct 
certain  abuses  claimed  against  the  distri- 
bution and  producing  companies,  but  that 
in  the  wind-up  we  find  it  directed  almost 
entirely  against  the  exhibition  end  of  the 
business,  which  ultimately  must  bear  the 
cost  of  its  operation.  It  will  be  to  the  best 
interest  of  all  exhibitors,  in  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  iron  out  their  differences  by  ap- 
proaching their  various  problems  with  a 
broader  perspective  and  using  the  confer- 
ence table  more  frequently  and  intelligent- 
ly. For  myself,  if  at  any  time  an  exhibitor 
calls  my  attention  to  a problem,  I shall  be 
most  happy  to  consider  it  sympathetically 
and  in  the  light  of  doing  whatever  we 
reasonably  can  to  cure  any  inequities. 

“Foreboding  as  the  times  are,  and  grave 
as  the  responsibilities  are,  arising  out  of 
the  uncertainties  of  the  world  situation, 
the  New  Year  always  brings  new  hope,  new 
possibilities,  new  enthusiasms.  I have  al- 
ways believed  that  optimism  was  more  es- 
sential to  the  profession  of  showmanship 
than  any  other  field  of  endeavor.  We 
should  not  look  back  other  than  to  profit 
from  the  mistakes  we  have  made.  We 
should  face  the  future  with  courage,  the 
determination  to  exercise  the  greatest  in- 
telligence of  which  we  are  capable. 

“A  good  New  Year’s  resolution  would  be 
to  harness  the  splendid  man-power  of 
every  phase  of  our  industry  for  the  better- 
ment of  the  entertainment  and  services 
offered  the  American  people,  as  well  as  the 
betterment  of  our  public  relations  and  our 
own  internal  affairs.  We  must  continue 
our  efforts  to  dignify  our  business.” 


Shutlee  Resigns  as 
Slandard  Manager 


Oklahoma  City — Walter  B.  Shuttee  has 
resigned  as  general  manager  of  Standard 
Theatres.  He  will  remain  on  the  job  until 
a successor  is  appointed. 

It  is  understood  that  Joe  Cooper  himself 
will  occupy  the  post  as  soon  as  he  has 
moved  his  home  here  from  New  York.  No 
definite  announcement  has  been  forth- 
coming from  Standard’s  offices,  however. 

Shuttee,  who  came  to  Oklahoma  City 
from  Colorado  Springs,  has  no  immediate 
plans  for  the  future. 

Standard  is  the  operating  organization 
for  holdings  of  Warner  Bros,  and  Cooper. 
It  operates  seven  theatres  here,  four  of 
them  downtown  first  run  houses. 


Change  at  Tuttle 

Tuttle,  Okla. — H.  B.  Lord  has  pur- 
chased the  Tuttle  Theatre  here  from  T.  E. 
Hutchens.  Transfer  was  effective  Dec.  1. 


Sign  Boylan  for  One 

Hollywood — Malcolm  Stuart  Boylan  has 
joined  the  Republic  writing  staff  on  a 
one -picture  deal. 
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Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma 
Convention  Draws  Throng 


By  ERNEST  FAIR 

Oklahoma  City  — Approximately  150 
theatre  owners,  managers,  distributor 
representatives  and  supply  men  attended, 
despite  inclement  weather,  the  annual  con- 
vention of  the  Theatre  Owners  of  Okla- 
homa, Inc,,  in  the  Skirvin  Hotel  here 
Monday  the  first  meeting  held  by  the 
association  in  two  years. 

Ed  L.  Kuykendall,  president  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Theatre  Owners  of  America 
and  H.  M.  Richey,  public  relations  direc- 
tor for  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,  were  the 
two  principal  speakers  of  the  convention 
which  concluded  with  an  open  house  party 
at  the  Variety  Club  in  the  Black  Hotel  and 
the  association’s  annual  dinner-dance 
banquet  in  the  Skirvin  Tower  Hotel. 

Morris  Loewenstein,  for  the  past  20 
years  head  of  the  organization,  and 
MPTOA  secretary,  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent. Max  Brock  of  Lawton,  was  re- 
elected vice-president  and  Leonard  White 
of  Weatherford  was  renamed  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

Bill  Slepka  of  Okemah,  Vance  Terry  of 
Woodward,  J.  C.  Hunter  of  Tulsa,  Johnny 
Giffin  of  Miami  were  hold-over  members 
of  the  newly  enlarged  board  of  directors. 
In  addition  ten  new  directors  were  named 
to  comprise  the  newly  enlarged  board  of  14 
members.  Officers  were  nominated  and 
elected  by  acclamation.  A special  com- 
mittee selected  candidates  for  the  directors 
places  and  the  convention  balloted  their 
choice  by  written  ballot. 

Named  to  the  ballot  for  the  Oklahoma 
City  district  were  Louis  Groves,  Chet 
Humphreys,  Bob  Pfotenhauer  and  the  as 
yet  unnamed  new  manager  of  Standard 
Theatres.  For  the  Tulsa  district  Lou 


Chatham  and  John  Feeney  were  nominated. 
For  the  Southeast  district  Jack  Pierce,  Ed 
Holt  and  John  Hones  were  nominated. 
Named  for  the  Southwest  district  were  Ed 
Crews,  Carl  Hartman  and  Glenn  Thomp- 
son; for  the  Northeast  district  Crawford 
Spearman,  Gerald  Stettmund;  James 
Thompson  and  Chester  Fleming;  for  the 
Northwest  district  Homer  Jones,  C.  M. 
Funk  and  F.  L.  Norton  and  for  the  Texas 
district,  Verbe  Conley. 

Elected  from  these  nominees  were 
Louis  Groves  and  the  new  Standard  Thea- 
tres’ manager;  Lou  Chatham,  Ed  Holt,  Ed 
Crews  and  Glenn  Thompson;  Crawford 
Spearman  and  Gerald  Stettmund;  Homer 
Jones;  Verbe  Conley. 

“Every  lawyer  has  a different  interpre- 
tation of  what  the  consent  decree  means,’’ 
Kuykendall  told  the  convention,  “It  came 
to  us  because  we  hollered  that  we  were 
being  imposed  upon  and  it  now  proves  the 
fallacy  of  thought  which  says  that  we 
can  get  relief  for  our  troubles  from  the 
government. 

“I  cannot  approve  of  the  decree  because 
it  takes  away;  it  gives  us  nothing.  But  it 
should  prove  to  us  that  we  can  never  hope 
to  obtain  anything  worth  while  from  gov- 
ernment regulation  or  interference  and  I 
mean  all  business;  not  just  the  motion  pic- 
ture business.  I defy  any  exhibitor  to 
prove  how  the  consent  decree  has  bene- 
fited him. 

“I  am  most  deeply  concerned  with  the 
trend  of  government  to  regulate  business 
in  general.  I don’t  question  the  sincerity 
of  the  government  in  this  cause;  they  have 
simply  been  outmaneuvered.  Nothing  has 
come  out  of  it  as  far  as  benefiting  the 

(Continued  on  page  113) 


An  Open  Forum  Is 
Held  on  the  Decree 


Oklahoma  City — Some  of  the  questions 
and  answers  presented  during  the  open 
forum  of  the  Oklahoma  association  con- 
vention following  the  speech  of  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall on  the  consent  decree  and  Kuy- 
kendall’s answers  were; 

Q.  Do  I understand  that  if  the  exhibi- 
tor and  distributor  have  agreed  and  the 
distributor  presents  his  proposition  to  the 
exhibitor  that  the  exhibitor  must  accept 
that  offer? 

A.  No;  neither  the  exhibitor  nor  dis- 
tributor has  to  accept  any  offer  made  by 
either  party. 

Q.  If  you  want  to  avoid  the  cost  of 
arbitration  do  you  have  to  sign  the  arbi- 
tration clause  in  the  contract  to  retain 
your  legal  rights? 

A.  No,  you  don’t  have  to  take  arbitra- 
tion unless  you  think  it  is  your  best  choice. 

Q.  Does  the  distributor  have  to  accept 
the  highest  offer  from  an  exhibitor  or 
exhibitors? 

A.  No,  which  offer  he  accepts  is  his 
own  privilege  and  he  does  not  have  to 
give  a reason  for  rejecting  your  offer. 

Q.  Are  deals  made  prior  to  August  31 
for  the  following  years  product  affected 
by  the  decree? 

A.  That  depends  on  your  franchise.  All 


contracts  entered  into  after  June  1,  1940, 
are  subject  to  the  decree.  Those  pre- 
viously entered  into  are  not. 

Q.  What  about  shorts?  Are  they  still 
going  to  be  forced  on  us  in  some  way  or 
another? 

A.  I don’t  think  the  distributors  them- 
selves know  what  they  are  going  to  do 
about  the  shorts  problem. 

Q.  Is  it  necessary  under  the  decree 
that  all  pictures  be  sold  in  groups  of  five? 

A.  No  . . . just  that  not  more  than  five 
may  be  sold;  the  distributor  can  sell  you 
one,  two,  three  or  four  pictures  under  one 
contract  if  he  chooses. 

Q.  Is  it  possible  to  negotiate  for  three 
or  four  groups  of  five  at  a time? 

A.  You  can  negotiate  for  as  many 
groups  as  the  distributor  has  ready;  just 
so  each  picture  has  been  previously  trade 
shown. 

Q.  If  I sign  for  one  block  of  five,  the 
contract  is  sent  in,  and  I sign  for  another 
five  then  this  contract  is  sent  in  but  the 
home  office  is  dissatisfied  with  the  second 
contract  therefore  refuses  the  first  also; 
what  can  I do  about  that? 

A.  Nothing. 

Q.  Can  the  distributor  link  four  tur- 
keys with  such  a picture  as  “Boom  Town” 
and  force  me  to  buy  them;  and  if  I do 
then  do  I have  to  take  them? 

A.  He  cannot  force  you  to  buy  any- 
thing; you’ll  negotiate  that  deal  of  your 
own  free  will.  But  if  later  you  feel  the 
deal  was  unfair  you  can,  of  course,  call 
for  arbitration. 


Okla.  Conventioneers 
Sign  Register  Early 


Oklahoma  City — Registered  before  the 
Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma  convention 
was  under  way,  were  the  following; 

Mrs.  I.  C.  Adams,  Ritz,  Sulphur,  Okla.; 
C.  B.  Akers,  Griffith,  Oklahoma  City;  Roy 
Avey  jr.,  Griffith,  Oklahoma  City;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Aydelotte,  Grand-Dixie,  Hol- 
den ville;  Melvin  Blackledge,  Key,  Wewoka; 

H.  L.  Boehm,  Rook,  Watonga;  Max  Brock, 
Lawton,  Lawton;  J.  R.  Brown,  Texas, 
Shamrock,  Tex.;  R.  L.  Browning,  Poncan, 
Ponca  City;  J.  C.  Birge,  M-G-M,  Okla- 
homa City;  L.  A.  Chatham,  Southwestern, 
Tulsa;  Nelon  N.'  Clabaugh,  Penn,  Okla- 
homa City;  Calvin  Council,  Yale-Palace, 
Claremore;  Don  Davis,  RCA,  Kansas  City; 
J.  J.  DeVine,  Alexander  Film  Co.,  Colo- 
rado Springs;  Mrs.  Pearl  Dooley,  Purcell; 
Ernest  W.  Fair,  Boxoffice,  Oklahoma 
City;  John  E.  Feeney,  Gem,  Tulsa. 

C.  O.  Fulgham,  Griffith,  Oklahoma  City; 
C.  M.  Funk,  American,  Guymon;  H.  R. 
Gaus,  M-G-M,  Oklahoma  City;  L.  Gibbs, 
Griffith,  Oklahoma  City;  L.  C.  Griffith, 
Griffith,  Oklahoma  City;  J.  H.  Giffin, 
Coleman,  Miami;  J.  L.  Groves,  Villa,  Okla- 
homa City;  Tom  Harris,  National  Screen, 
Oklahoma  City;  Frank  H.  Hemby,  Ascap, 
Dallas;  Guys  Hoenscheidt,  Kiowa,  Hobart; 
Fred  Jackson,  Griffith,  Oklahoma  City;  D. 

I.  Johnson,  attorney,  Oklahoma  City; 
Homer  C.  Jones,  Alva;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  G. 
Killough,  Ada;  Ed  L.  Kuykendall,  MPTOA, 
New  York  City;  Claude  Leachman,  Grif- 
fith, Stillwater;  George  Limercick,  Aztec, 
Enid;  Morris  Loewenstein,  Majestic,  Okla- 
homa City. 

Foster  Lyman,  Seminole,  Seminole; 
Frank  McCabe,  Griffith,  Oklahoma  City; 
R.  R.  McCoy,  Broncho,  Edmond;  Coy  R. 
McCullough,  Kikekah,  Pawhuska;  J.  A. 
Mclnaney,  Alexander  Film  Co.,  Dallas;  B. 

J.  McKenna,  Griffith,  Oklahoma  City; 
Claude  Motley,  Lubbock;  William  Noble, 
Shovomen’s  Trade  Review,  Oklahoma  City; 
Bob  Pfotenhauer,  State,  Oklahoma  City; 
Clyde  Phillips,  Eagle,  Stilwell;  Clarence 
Poos,  Confection  Cabinet  Corp.,  Kansas 
City;  W.  C.  Pan,  Paramount,  Oklahoma 
City;  H.  M.  Richey,  M-G-M,  New  York 
City;  Dana  C.  Ryan,  Buffalo,  Pawnee;  W. 
H.  Schraeder,  Griffith,  Oklahoma  City; 
Carr  Scott,  Monogram,  Oklahoma  City. 

Bill  Slepka,  Jewel,  Okemah;  S.  R.  Slo- 
cum, Rocket,  El  Reno;  Louis  R.  Smerling, 
Confection  Cabinet,  Chicago;  C.  H.  Spear- 
man, Gem,  Edmond;  W.  T.  Spears,  Plaza, 
Altus;  W.  O.  Stark,  Griffith,  Oklahoma 
City;  Sol  Starr,  Aldridge,  Oklahoma  City; 
H.  G.  Stettmund  jr.  H&S,  Chandler;  J.  E. 
Stribling,  Rialto,  Oklahoma  City;  R.  G. 
Sykes,  Musho,  Cleveland;  Ralph  Talbot, 
Ritz,  Tulsa;  Kenneth  Taylor,  Del  Rio- 
Rialto,  Clinton;  Vance  Terry,  Woodward, 
Woodward;  Charles  Trego,  Reno,  Okla- 
homa City;  P.  A.  Warner,  popcorn  ma- 
chines, Dallas;  Leonard  White,  Bungalow, 
Weatherford;  Jack  Wilbern,  Griffith,  Dun- 
can; J.  H.  Wisdom,  Sooner,  Norman; 
Claude  York,  Monogram,  Oklahoma  City; 
Clyde  Young,  Temple,  Mangum;  James 
Zartaludes,  Yale,  Sapulpa. 


Helms  Renovated  Capitol 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. — Abe  Borisky  is 
manager  of  the  renovated  650-seat  Capi- 
tol reopened  here  recently. 


On  "One  Foot  in  Heaven" 

Hollywood — Ralph  Block  is  adapting 
“One  Foot  in  Heaven”  for  Warner  from 
Hartzell  Spence’s  novel. 
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ALLACE  WALTHALL,  National  Screen 
’ manager,  carries  on  with  his  tradi- 
tional Xmas  party  this  year  as  usual.  The 
fun  starts  at  noon  Tuesday,  December  24, 
on  the  company’s  ground  floor.  The  high- 
light, as  heretofore,  will  be  Santa  Claus 
in  person,  and  that  person  will  be  Harold 
B.  Robb,  head  of  the  Robb  & Rowley- 
United  circuit.  There  will  be  presents, 
music,  dancing  and  Yuletide  refreshments. 
This  annual  party  is  the  happiest  event 
in  Walthall’s  life  and  all  who  are  there 
share  this  sentiment  with  him.  Out-of- 
town  exhibitors,  not  too  far  from  Dallas 
to  get  home  Christmas  night,  always  make 
it  a point  to  be  on  hand. 


Phil  and  Mrs.  Jsley  have  gone  to  New 
York  to  spend  Christmas  and  New  Year’s 
with  their  daughter  and  son-in-law,  the 
Robert  Hudson  Walkers,  and  with  their 
grandson,  Robert  Walker  jr.  Walker  is  a 
well-known  CBS  performer.  His  wife,  the 
former  Phyllis  Isley,  is  of  the  stage,  and 
Robert  jr.  is  going  to  be  a westerner  in  a 
fine  pair  of  miniature  angora  chaps  which 
Forrest  Dunlap  had  made  and  sent  along 
to  the  youngster. 

John  Jenkins,  distributor  of  all-Negro 
cast  films  here  and  in  Atlanta,  arrived 
Tuesday  at  his  Dallas  exchange  after  a 
trip  through  the  southeast.  Jenkins  di- 
vides his  time  between  the  two  offices 
but  more  often  is  with  an  exhibitor  in  one 
of  the  territories.  W.  E.  (Bill)  Pinch 
handles  affairs  of  the  Dallas  office  and 
Mrs.  Jenkins  runs  things  at  Atlanta. 


Roy  Starling,  owner  of  the  Grove  The- 
atre, southeast  of  town,  plans  to  open  his 
new  Urba  in  the  Urbandale  section  on 
Christmas  day.  The  houses  are  only  two 
miles  apart  . . . Cliff  Adair,  Rex  McCul- 
loh  and  Jo  Jack,  respective  heads  of  Lib- 
erty Film  Lines,  Film  Transfer  Co.,  and 
Film  Forwarding  Agency,  were  on  a quail- 
hunting expedition  near  Littlefield  recent- 
ly, with  the  exhibitor  there,  the  well- 
known  W.  J.  (Bill)  Chesher.  They  re- 
port good  luck. 


DALLAS 


MERRIE  CHRISTMAS 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

PAUL  SHORT  — WALLACE  WALTHALL 
JOE  ESTES  — J.  O.  McCLANAHAN 
BOB  HELMS  — HARRY  HARRIS 
F.  A.  (DOC)  ALLEN  — LEO  SMITH 
EARL  HARRINGTON  — E.  J.  DETWIELER 

National  Screen  Service 


Grover  Campbell,  a former  active  ex- 
hibitor and  circuit  executive,  whose  home 
is  at  Denton  where  he  is  in  the  milk  and 
cheese  making  business,  visits  the  Row  oc- 
casionally, being  here  Wednesday.  Al- 
though not  active,  Grover  still  has  theatre 
property  interests  and  many  friends  of 
long  standing  in  the  industry  . . . The 
usual  activity  on  Filmrow  for  just  before 
Christmas  is  going  to  be  less  this  yeaj: 
instead  of  more  and  better.  Pew  parties 
for  the  day  have  been  booked. 

Variety’s  Christmas  card  plan  this  year, 
newly  inaugurated  as  an  idea  from  Barker 
John  Q.  Adams,  is  reported  to  have  been 
more  successful  than  anticipated.  In  short. 
Barkers  bought  a cheaper  stock  card 
through  the  club  and  wrote  out  a check 
for  the  usual  amount  they  spent  hereto- 
fore on  this  item  in  favor  of  one  of  the 
organization’s  designated  charities.  And  it 
worked. 

E.  L.  Black,  former  Texas  exhibitor  who 
now  lives  at  Denton,  was  here  this  week 
and  said  he  may  be  back  in  the  game  soon 
after  the  first  of  the  year.  At  one  time 
he  operated  three  or  more  houses  and  still 
owns  some  theatre  property. 

The  M-G-M  Club  here  was  ready  to  toss 
its  Yuletide  party  at  their  favorite  meet- 
ing place,  the  Plantation  . . . Add  this 
flash  to  the  pheasant  dinner  story  when 

(Continued  on  page  113) 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

from 

(H.  S.  "Shoe") 
SHOEMAKER'S 
BARBECUE 

— Where  Showmen  Meet  — 
ON  FILM  ROW 


SEASON'S  GREETINGS 

from 

FORREST  WHITE 

IND-EX 

BOOKING  SERVICE 

3021/2  S.  Harwood  Dallas 


Season's  Greetings  I 


DALLAS  i 

NEW  YORK  — CHICAGO  — ATLANTA  | 


Hy!  You  Gals  and  Guys 

Merry  Christmas 
Happy  New  Year 

HOTEL  ADOLPHUS 
CIGAR  STAND 


^^FLORINE^^ 
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DALLAS 

I MERRY  CHRISTMAS  I 


and  a 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

TO  ALL  OF  OUR  FRIENDS 


I 


MONOGRAM  PICTURES,  Inc. 


I 

fe 


S 304  S.  Harwood  — Dallas,  Texas  w 

I ED  BLUMENTHAL  JOHN  FRANCONI  | 


OKAY  PICTURES  CO. 

R.  M.  SCHOTT 

3O2V2  S,  Harwood  Dallas 


A Very  Merry  Christmas 
and  Happy  New  Year 


I TO  ALL  EXHIBITORS  OF  THE  GREAT 
I SOUTHWEST  $ 

I I 


CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS 
To  All  Our  Friends  and 
Customers 

TEXAS  - VALLEY 
FILM  SERVICE 


DALLAS 
412  S.  St,  Paul 
Phone  7-3092 


SAN  ANTONIO 
511  Main  St. 
Ph.  Fannin  2911 


DALLAS 


I 

•I 

I 


WISHING  ALL 

A Merry  Christmas 

and 

Happy  New  Year 


ADAMS  FILM  EXCHANGES 


i?= 


Distributors  for  Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

3O8V2  S.  Harwood  — Dallas  ■ — Phone  7-1393 


WISHING  ALL 

A MERRY  CHRISTMAS 

and 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


SELECT  ATTRACTIONS 


3021/2  S.  HARWOOD 

AL  MERTZ  AL  WOLE 


Merry  Christmas 


from 

'BUDDIE' 


BUDDYHARRIS 
Poster  Exchange 


3021/2  S.  Harwood 
DALLAS 


DALLAS 


A MERRY,  MERRY  XMAS 
from  J.  I.  Roberts  "and  Gang" 

National  Theatre  Supply  Company 

Who  Thank  You  For  Your  Wonderful 
Patronage  During  the  Year 


I 


Merry 

Xmas 


Happy 

New 

Year 


CHAS.  E.  DARDEN,  Inc. 

Phone  2-7688 


1409  S.  Ervay 
P.  O.  Box  2207 

DALLAS 


i 


Season  s Greetings 

BUFFALO  COOLING 
EQUIPMENT 

BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO..  Inc 

1026  SANTA  FE  BLDG. 


I 


DALLAS,  TEXAS  | 

i 

^ I 
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DALLAS 


MERRY  CHRISTMAS 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

HUGH  OWEN 

United  Artists  Corp. 


I 

i 


I 

f 

i 


A-  8 


SEASON'S  GREETINGS 

BURT  KING 

RCA  Magic  Voice  of  the  Screen 


w- 


ill  3I2V2  S.  Harwood 


DALLAS  I 


DALLAS 


The  Season’s  Greetings 
from  US  to  you  ! 

1941 

Will  be  especially  bright  and 
prosperous  for  exhibitors  who 
install  SIMPLEX4STAR 
SOUND,  E-7  PROJECTORS 
& HIGH  INTENSITY  LAMPS. 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPfflS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 


We  Wish  You 

A HAPPy 
CHRISTMAS 


and  a good  year  ahead 


ERBER  BROS. 


Judge  Atwell  to  Hear 
Four  Cases  Jan.  13 


Dallas — The  four  remaining  court  cases 
involving  theatre  interests  in  Texas  will 
be  heard  in  Judge  H.  W.  Atwell’s  federal 
court  here  starting  Monday,  January  13. 

The  cases  to  be  heard  involve  the  fol- 
lowing, with  the  Interstate  circuit  as  de- 
fendant: H.  W.  Jorgenson,  East  Grand 
Theatre,  Dallas;  Sam  Kirchheimer,  North- 
side,  Houston;  R.  Z.  Glass,  Stude,  Hous- 
ton, and  O.  B.  Bridges. 

All  four  are  damage  suits.  The  Jor- 
genson suit  is  based  on  the  old  25-cent 
restriction  clause  and  product  availability. 
The  Kirchheimer  and  Glass  cases  involve 
the  25-cent  clause  while  the  Bridges  suit 
is  the  only  one  of  the  four  involving 
major  distributors  as  co-defendants. 

A Huge  Tent  Theatre  for 
Soldiers  Nearly  Ready 

Brownwood,  Tex. — A huge  tent  theatre 
with  wooden  side  walls  and  seats  for  2,076 
soldiers  is  rapidly  nearing  completion  at 
Camp  Bowie  here.  Lieut.  C.  L.  Dickerson 
has  been  assigned  as  theatre  officer. 

Admission  will  be  20  cents  for  soldiers. 
Civilians  will  be  charged  5 cents  more 
than  the  highest  admission  at  downtown 
Brownwood  theatres. 

Two  complete  shows  will  be  run  each 
night  with  matinees  on  Wednesday,  Sat- 
urday, Simday  and  holidays.  The  pro- 
grams will  last  about  two  hours  and  in- 
clude feature,  news  and  shorts.  Book- 
ings will  be  supplied  through  the  U.  S. 
Army  Motion  Picture  Service  office  at 
Dallas. 

Managerial  Changes  by 
K,  Lee  Williams  Chain 

Oklahoma  City — A number  of  mana- 
gerial changes  are  announced  by  the  K. 
Lee  Williams  circuit  of  Oklahoma  and  Ar- 
kansas. 

A.  E.  Crowder  jr.,  manager  of  the  Hoo- 
Hoo,  Gurdon,  Ark.,  has  been  transferred 
to  Waldron,  Ark.,  where  he  will  manage 
the  Scott.  He  replaces  Gerry  Doig,  re- 
signed. Crowder  is  succeeded  in  Gurdon 
by  Jesse  Thomas,  formerly  chief  projec- 
tionist at  the  Dallas  in  Fordyce,  Ark.  An- 
other change  finds  Lou  Stocker  and  Car- 
rolton  Allman  exchanging  managerial 
posts.  Stocker  becomes  manager  of  the 
Latimer,  Wilburton,  Okla.,  while  Allman 
takes  over  the  managerial  duties  at  the 
Dallas  in  Fordyce. 


Buy  Story  on  Brooklyn 

Hollywood — “Strange  Things  Happen 
in  Brooklyn,”  an  original  story  by  Daniel 
Fuchs,  has  been  acquired  by  Metro. 


is-  I 

I SEASON'S  GREETINGS  TO  ALL  EXHIBITORS 

I 

I from  your  Him  transit  companies — always  on  the  job 


LIBERTY  FILM 
LINES,  INC. 

Cliff  Adair 


f 

I 

I 


FILM  TRANSFER  I FILM  FORWARDING 

CO.  I AGENCY 

Rex  McCulloh  I Jo  Jack 


4 
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yiSITORS:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Shep- 

pard,  Grand,  Waynesboro,  Ga.;  R.  L. 
Redmond,  Troup,  LaGrange,  Ga.;  J.  T. 
Yancey,  LaGrange,  LaGrange;  Mose  Lebo- 
vitz,  Grand,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Ecta 
Hutchinson,  Gem  and  Alamo,  Newnan, 
Ga.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Jarrell,  Roxy,  Com- 
merce, Ga.;  Fred  McLendon,  Union 
Springs,  Ala.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Gai- 
ther, Heflin,  Heflin,  Ala.;  Charles  Powell, 
Moultrie,  Moultrie,  Ga.;  Art  Barry,  Ma- 
con, Ga.;  Moon  Corker,  Athens,  Ga.;  Bill 
Collins,  Toccoa,  Ga.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elli- 
son Dimn,  Olive,  Donaldsonville,  Ga.,  and 
Nat  Hancock,  Roosevelt,  Jefferson,  Ga. 
. . . Ben  Butler,  Metro  representative  in 
the  Alabama  territory,  was  slightly  in- 
jured when  his  car  hit  a telephone  pole 
and  was  completely  demolished. 

Nearly  ail  local  exchanges  will  enter- 
tain their  employes  at  Christmas  parties 
December  24  . . . Doug  Avey,  manager  of 
the  West  End  Theatre,  who  has  been 
called  to  service  by  Uncle  Sam,  will  be 
stationed  at  Camp  Stewart,  Savannah,  Ga. 
Joe  Cash  mil  take  over  at  the  theatre 
. . . Sandra  Hickman,  Dixie  Film  Ex- 
change, will  spend  Christmas  week  in 
Miami  . . . Jack  H.  Hodges,  manager  of 
the  Techwood,  was  to  entertain  his  staff 
at  a dance  and  breakfast  Saturday  night 
. . . Harry  Graham,  southern  district 
manager  for  Universal,  is  vacationing  in 
Florida  . . . Mrs.  Maynard  Johnson,  Uni- 
versal, returned  to  work  after  being  out 
ill 

Ted  Toddy,  Dixie  Film  Exchange,  just 
returned  from  a long  trip,  is  getting  ready 


to  leave  for  visits  to  other  offices  recently 
established  by  the  company  . . . The  new 
Capitol  in  Chattanooga  opened  with  a full 
week  of  vaudeville  . . . E.  E.  Whitaker 
and  Wiliis  Davis  of  Lucas  & Jenkins  The- 
atres left  this  weekend  to  attend  Christ- 
mas parties  at  theatres  in  Macon,  Sa- 
vannah, Waycross  and  Columbus,  Ga.  . . . 
Variety  stage  shows  will  be  brought  back 
to  the  Capitol  starting  Christmas  Day. 

Charles  Sumner,  booker  for  Universal, 
is  in  Emory  Hospital  with  pneumonia  . . . 
Sid  and  Bussey  Reams  and  Judge  Robert 
Carpenter  spent  the  weekend  hunting  at 
Albany,  Ga.  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard 
Wallace,  Sack  Amusement  Co.,  left  this 
weekend  for  Jackson,  Miss.,  where  they 
meet  Mr.  Sack  and  spend  Christmas  with 
him  . . . W.  H.  Kimberly,  president  of 
Visugraphic  Film  Co.,  has  returned  from 
a trip  to  Albany,  Ga.,  in  connection  with 
the  filming  of  “Spirit  of  Albany,’’  which 
depicts  wild  life  in  the  game  preserves 
around  there  and  also  the  civic  progress 
of  the  town.  Monogram  Southern  will 
handle  distribution.  It  will  be  gratis  to 
theatres  in  the  South. 

R.  C.  Graham,  district  manager  for 
Alexander  Film  Co.,  reports  business  is 
good  . . . R.  L.  McCoy,  district  manager 
for  Warner  Bros.,  is  back  in  town  after 
a tour  of  his  new  district.  He  visited  Mem- 
phis and  Charlotte  exchanges  . . . War- 
ner’s next  Sears  drive  opens  December  22 
and  continues  through  April  19.  The  of- 
fice personnel  has  been  divided  into  three 
teams  for  the  campaign  . . . Dixie  Na- 
tional Pictures  has  just  received  the  sec- 


ond in  the  series  of  Jed  Buell’s  all-col- 
ored cast  attractions,  “Lady  Luck.’’ 

Ted  Edwards,  Visugraphic,  will  become 
a benedict  on  Christmas  Day.  The  lady 
is  one  Miss  Vee  Davis  . . . Ike  Katz  of 
Producers  Releasing  Co.  has  returned  from 
a trip  to  the  Memphis  territory  where  he 
reports  exhibitors  are  enthusiastic  over 
two  PRC  releases,  “Devil  Bat,”  fea- 
turing Bela  Lugosi,  and  “Misbehaving 
Husbands,”  in  which  Harry  Langdon 
stages  a comeback  . . . J.  U.  McCormick, 
Amity  exchange,  and  the  Mrs.  will  spend 
Christmas  with  his  brother,  George,  in 
Memphis. 

The  latest  hobby  of  George  Wilby  is 
building  midget  racing  cars.  His  first, 
just  completed,  won  its  maiden  race  this 
week  . . . The  Kirkwood  Civitan  Club, 
of  which  Lionel  Keene  of  the  Kirkwood 
Theatre  is  a member,  sponsored  five  toy 
matinees  last  week  ....  The  Roxy, 
recently  taken  over  by  Lucas  & Jenkins, 
is  slated  to  reopen  Christmas  Day  . . . 
A1  Barber,  manager  of  Mion  & Murray’s 
Little  Five  Points  Theatre,  is  now  half  of 
a “life  team”  with  Margaret  Morris,  for- 
merly of  Panama  City,  Fla. 


With  Elviry  and  Weavers 

Hollywood — “The  Old  Grey  Mare,”  to 
star  the  Weaver  Bros,  and  Elviry,  is  be- 
ing adapted  for  Republic  by  Mauri  Gra- 
shin  and  John  Krafft.  Armand  Schaefer 
will  produce. 


AND  - - - AGAIN  FOR  1940-41  WE  WISH  OUR 
MANY  EXHIBITOR  FRIENDS  THE 
HAPPIEST  OF  CHRISTMASES 
and 

MOST  PROSPEROUS  OF  NEW  YEARS 


MONOGRAM 

Southern  Eichanges, 
Ine. 

JOHN  W.  MANGHAM 

ATLANTA.  GA. 


p. 

H. 

SAVIN 

M.  E.  WIMAN 

FRED  W.  MATHIS 

o. 

S. 

BARNETT 

JOHNNIE  CUMMINGS 

CHARLOTTE, 

N.  C. 

J. 

o. 

LAMONT 

M.  L.  STEVENS 

J. 

E. 

Mcelroy 

BILL  TALLEY 

I 


NEW  OKLBANS,  LA. 

J.  HARRY  SPANN  “BABE”  COHEN  MAX  BRASELTON 
IHEMPHIS,  TENN. 

W.  E.  OSBORNE  BILL  LEWIS  BILL  LAKE 

Serving-  11  Southern  States 
The  Friendly  Exchange 
Giving  You  More  for  Your  Film  Dollar 

Season  s Greetings  I 

I ~ t 


SOUTHERN  EDITION  STAFF  f 


Season's  Greetings 

Republic  Pictures  Corp. 

OF  THE  SOUTHEAST 


i 

i 

i 


I 

I 

II 

i 

i 


I 


ARTHUR  C.  BROMBERG,  President 

ATLANTA 


HENRY  GLOVER 
GEORGE  JONES 

J.  H.  DILLON 
JACK  LONDON 

WINFIELD  SNELSON 
ED.  INDERBITZEN 

HAROLD  LAIRD 


SAM  WILSON 
AL  ROOK 

CHARLOTTE 

MARSH  FUNDERBURK 
ROY  BRADLEY 

MEMPHIS 

LOYD  MILLER 
MERRITT  DAVIS 

TEMPA 

JOE  E.  THRIFT 

NEW  ORLEANS 

LEO  SEICSHNAYDRE  G.  C.  NUNGESSER 

GEORGE  Y,  HARRELL  JACK  DUFFY 


L 


ATLANTA 


CHARLOTTE  — MEMPHIS  — TAMPA 
NEW  ORLEANS 
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A London  Broadcast 
Greets  a Premiere 


Atlanta  — A message  from  London, 
broadcast  by  Leslie  Howard,  highlighted 
the  anniversary  premiere  of  “Gone  With 
the  Wind”  here  December  12. 

Howard’s  message  follows; 

“It  is  a great  wonder  and  a great  thrill 
and  a great  honor  to  me  that  I am  per- 
mitted to  address  you  in  Atlanta  from  the 
heart  of  a city  that  has  recently  become 
the  most  famous  in  the  world.  I know  it 
is  unnecessary  to  assure  you  that  I do  not 
thus  refer  to  the  city  of  London  in  a brag- 
ging spirit.  On  the  contrary  it  is  with 
humble  pride  that  I associate  myself  with 
this  ancient  capital  in  which  I was  bom 
and  which  is  bearing  its  ever  increasing 
wounds  with  a dignity,  a virility,  and  a 
defiance  that  has  aroused  the  amazement 
of  the  world. 

“Though  the  unique  pleasure  is  mine  of 
talking  to  America  every  week  from  Lon- 
don, still  tonight  is  a special  privilege. 
You  are  gathered  in  Atlanta  to  see  the 
first  performance  of  the  general  release  of 
a motion  picture.  That  is  no  unusual  oc- 
currence. But  this  is  ‘Gone  With  the 
Wind.’  which,  apart  from  its  other  unusual 
considerations,  is  probably  the  most  vivid 
presentation  most  of  us  will  see  in  our 
lifetime  of  a great  civil  tragedy  which  end- 
ed in  the  birth  of  the  modern  American 
nation.  I am  glad  to  have  contributed  in 
a small  way  to  that.  That  passes.  But 
there  is  a much  larger  significance  in  your 
presence  at  tonight’s  performance.  Every 


ticket  that  you  have  bought  is  a direct 
contribution  to  British  War  Relief  Funds. 
You  are  lightening  our  burden  by  that 
much. 

“The  Star-Spangled  Ball  in  New  York 
and  the  wholehearted  response  to  the 
many  committees  and  activities  all  over 
the  United  States  are  an  actual  and  a 
spiritual  reminder  of  your  profound  sym- 
pathy with  our  cause.  And  what  is  that 
cause?  Nothing  less  than  a fight  to  the 
death  that  the  democratic  way  of  life  shall 
not  perish  from  the  earth. 

“Britain  is  a small  country  and  our  46,- 
000,000  inhabitants  seem  few  compared 
with  the  120,000,000  of  our  enemies,  but 
our  free  sister  dominions  are  at  our  side, 
and  with  the  incomparable  spiritual  force 
of  America  behind  us  and  the  actual  con- 
tributions and  material  support  of  legions 
of  Americans  to  sustain  us,  victory  for 
freedom  is  only  a question  of  time. 

“Our  eyes  are  towards  the  west.  We 
salute  our  cousins  of  the  blood  and  of  the 
spirit.  Your  response  has  been  immediate 
and  we  thank  you.” 


Turn  In  Low  Bid  for  Two 
Houses  at  Fort  Banning 

Columbus,  Ga. — Low  bid  of  $100,526  for 
the  construction  of  two  theatres  on  the 
Fort  Benning  reservation  was  submitted 
by  the  Ivy  Construction  Co,  of  Monte- 
zuma, Ga. 

The  theatres  each  will  seat  1,038  per- 
sons. One  will  be  built  in  the  fourth  di- 
vision area,  and  the  other  in  the  vicinity 
occupied  by  the  infantry  training  school 
regiment. 


■ 

: There's  Another  Story  ; 

— 0 

Charlotte — Two  officials  of  the  North 
and  South  Carolina  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n 
are  very  proud  fathers. 

First  there’s  Charlie  Arrington,  presi- 
dent of  the  association,  whose  oldest  son 
graduated  in  1939  from  the  U.  S,  Naval 
Academy  and  is  now  Ensign  John  L,  Ar- 
rington II,  stationed  on  the  destroyer 
Greer  which  is  now  cruising  the  Atlantic, 
Ensign  Arrington  is  in  Norfolk  this  week 
and  Prexy  Charlie  is  with  him.  Arring- 
ton’s second  son  is  Charlie  Hammond 
Arrington.  He  is  a senior  at  Duke,  ma- 
joring in  chemistry. 

The  other  proud  father  is  Vice-Presi- 
dent Henry  R.  Berry  of  Hartsville,  S.  C. 
His  youngest  son,  Duval,  enlisted  and 
was  sent  to  Fort  Jackson,  Columbia,  S.  C, 
If  you  know  his  father,  then  you  know 
Duval,  although  he  weighs  almost  20 
pounds  more  than  Henry,  On  the  night 
of  his  departure,  Henry  called  his  “little 
son”  into  his  office  for  a lecture.  Among 
the  things  he  told  him  was  “Never  go 
into  a crap  game  with  any  money.  Bor- 
row from  the  other  fellow.”  Also,  “Send 
me  your  winnings,  if  any,  and  I’ll  have 
them  for  you  when  you  return,”  Sev- 
eral days  later  a friend  of  the  family 
went  to  Fort  Jackson  to  visit  her  son. 
Upon  her  return  she  gave  Vice-President 
Berry  $20  and  said  that  Duval  had  sent 
it  but  that  he  couldn’t  send  more  until 
pay  day  as  he’d  cleaned  the  boys  on  the 
train. 

There’s  another  story  about  Duval  but 
see  Henry  about  that. 
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MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
to  the 

EXHIBITORS 

and  to  our  other  friends  who 
hove  made  it  possible  for  us 
to  celebrate  our  Second  Anni- 
versary this 

NEW  YEAR'S  DAY 

And,  may  you  be  prosperous 
throughout  the  coming  year. 

CAPITOL  CITY  SUPPLY  CO..  Inc. 

161  Walton  St.  N.  W.  WA  1244 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Oscar  Howell  Gus  King 

James  Willard  Marjorie  Amendolo 
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The  Entire 


WIL-KIN  FAMILY 

Wishes  You 

^ Mtvvv  Cijrisitmas! 

And  A 

prosperous!  anb  Successful  Jieto  pear 


Cenie  A.  Bagley 
Robert  Bailee 
Robert  Barnes 
Ralph  Blalock 
Louise  G.  Bramblett 
Winifred  G.  Clark 
Lois  S.  Coursey 
William  Dansby 


Harry  Paul 
Charles  Fortson 
T.  H.  Eubanks 

Agnes  Glenn 
Harry  Given 
Lois  C.  Gray 
Henry  Harris 
Harry  Hartman 
Frank  Hilsman 
Isabelle  Holmes 
Willeen  James 


NASH  WEIL 

Fred  Nash 
J.  M.  Body 
Fred  Bearden  jr. 

Alma  B.  Johnson 
Doyle  Johnson 
Nellie  Lawrence 
Jessie  Leach 
Edna  G.  Mayson 
Hattie  McKay 
Charles  Moore 
Milton  Mueller 

W.  P.  (Bill)  White 


Roy  Malmborg 
C.  D.  Porter 
T.  C.  DeLoache 

E.  T.  Nance 
Hazel  Osley 
Cleveland  Pope 
O.  D.  Posey 
H.  F.  Ragsdale 
Walter  Rowland 
Theo  Scott 
Richard  Simms 


CHARLOTTE 
229  S.  Church  Street 
Phone  8620 


WIL  KIN  THEATRE  SUPPLY,  Inc 


Marguerite  B.  Stith 
Hubert  Stone 
George  Strother 
George  Tarrant 
Wallace  Townsend 
Henry  Thurmond 
Marian  S.  Weems 
Billie  M.  West 


ATl-ANTA 
150  Walton  Street. 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


Forward  in  Spartanburg 
On  Palmetto  Theatre 


ClIHIARlLOiniriE 


Spartanburg,  S.  C. — Work  is  under  way 
on  the  new  850-seat  house  being  built  here 
for  the  Palmetto  Amusement  Co.  The 
unit,  to  be  the  fourth  operated  here  by 
the  company,  will  be  known  as  the  Pal- 
metto. Formal  opening  is  scheduled  for 
next  April. 

Palmetto  Amusement  also  has  the  Caro- 
lina, State  and  Strand  theatres  here. 

New  L250-Seat  Bailey 
To  Open  December  23 

Wilmington,  N.  C. — The  new  Bailey, 
seating  1,250,  will  be  opened  December  23, 
it  is  announced  by  A.  S.  Grist  and  Emil 
Bernstecker,  city  and  district  managers, 
respectively,  for  Wilmington  Theatres, 
Inc.,  operating  company.  Dedicatory  cere- 
monies in  the  evening  will  be  attended  by 
Mayor  Thomas  E.  Cooper. 


Managing  Arcade 

Carrollton,  Ga. — Tyler  Houseworth  is 
managing  the  new  Arcade,  opened  here 
recently  by  the  Martin  circuit.  Elizabeth 
Smith  is  the  cashier,  Speer  Ramsey,  oper- 
ator; Charles  Broadnax,  relief  doorman, 
and  Mrs.  Houseworth,  sweet  shop  opera- 
tor. 


Permit  for  Addition 

Augusta,  Ga. — A permit  for  an  addition 
to  their  theatre  building  here  was  grant- 
ed recently  to  Abram  and  Jake  Bogos- 
lawsky. 


^MONG  visitors  on  Charlotte’s  Row: 

Kit  McGowan,  who  operates  the  Nash 
at  Spring  Hope,  N.  C.;  S.  J.  Workman, 
Hollywood,  Woodruff,  S.  C.;  W.  F.  Cau- 
dell,  Capitol,  Fairmont,  N.  C.;  W.  W.  Fus- 
sell,  Lyric,  Bladenboro,  N.  C.,  and  Mor- 
ris Legendre  of  the  Legendre  circuit,  Sum- 
merville, S.  C.  . . . The  new  Gem  in  Sum- 
merton,  S.  C.,  has  opened.  The  theatre 
is  owned  and  operated  by  W.  S.  Walker 
. . . T.  A.  Little  of  the  Little  circuit  is 
back  on  the  Row  looking  “fit  as  a fiddle” 
after  an  illness  of  several  weeks  ...  A 
fire  which  started  in  a nearby  cafe  dam- 
aged the  lobby  of  Charles  E.  Myers’  Myers 
in  Rich  Square,  N.  C.  . . . Mrs.  A.  B. 
Thompson  has  installed  new  seats  in  the 
Graham,  Graham,  N.  C. 

Bryant  Theatre  Supply  has  reseated  the 
Capitol  in  Snow  Hill,  N.  C.,  operated  hy 
W.  A.  Daniels,  and  the  Watts,  Williams- 
ton,  N.  C.  J.  W.  Watts  is  owner  of  the 
latter  house  . . . Mrs.  Jane  Gregson  Para- 
dis, who  owns  the  Oasis  in  Wilson,  N.  C., 
and  the  Colonial  and  Majestic  in  T arbor o, 

N.  C.,  has  completely  remodeled  the  Oasis 
. . . Worth  Stewart  of  Dunn,,  Farm- 
ville,  who  will  soon  open  in  Wilson  and 
Goldsboro,  N.  C.,  took  time  out  to  go  hunt- 
ing . . . Morris  Legendre  is  building  a new 
theatre  in  North  Charleston,  S.  C.  . . . 

O.  A.  Harrill,  who  formerly  operated  a 
theatre  in  Gibsonville,  N.  C.,  is  building 
a unit  in  Haw  River,  N.  C. 

Param.ount  Changes:  June  Ransdell  has 
resigned  as  chief  accountant.  Now  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Bradfield,  she  is  going  to  Wash- 


ington with  her  husband  where  she  wyi 
be  in  the  Paramount  office.  Lawrence 
Terrell,  cashier,  is  replacing  her.  Louise 
Remson,  formerly  billing  clerk,  becomes 
cashier  and  J.  W.  Long  jr.  will  serve  as 
billing  clerk.  Lillius  McIntosh,  stenog- 
rapher in  the  booking  department,  has 
resigned  to  accept  another  post.  Her  suc- 
cessor is  Mrs.  Emma  Mingus  . . . Harry 
K.  Lucas,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Lucas,  has 
just  returned  from  a successful  trip 
throughout  the  southeast  . . . E.  L.  Hearne 
of  the  Alameda,  Albemarle,  N.  C.,  was  in 
town  this  week  recovered  from  a recent 
illness  . . . Perry  Reavis  jr.,  who  has 
been  managing  the  Paramount  in  Farm- 
ville,  N.  C.,  for  the  Stewart-Everett  cir- 
cuit, has  been  transferred  to  the  Beau- 
fort in  Beaufort,  N.  C.  He  has  been  re- 
placed in  Farmville  by  W.  W.  Cunning- 
ham. 

Exhibitors  of  the  Two  Carolinas  are 
pleased  to  learn  of  the  promotion  of  Bur- 
tus  Bishop  jr.,  formerly  Charlotte  branch 
manager  for  Metro.  Bishop  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  Charlotte  office  to  man- 
age the  Pittsburgh  branch.  He  recently 
was  appointed  district  manager  with  head- 
quarters in  Kansas  City  and  jurisdiction 
over  Kansas  City,  Oklahoma  City  and 
Memphis  . . . Benn  H.  Rosenwald,  local 
branch  manager  for  Metro,  announces  the 
exchange  will  have  their  annual  Christ- 
mas party  at  the  Hotel  Charlotte,  De- 
cember 21  ...  Al  Burks,  Metro  exploi- 
teer,  had  three  molars  extracted  and  is 
confined  to  his  home  . . . Construction  on 
the  new  Metro  exchange  is  progressing 
rapidly. 
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BEFORE-CHRISTMAS  world  premiere 
of  Miami’s  own  first  full-length  fea- 
ture. made  at  the  new  Colonnade  Studios 
in  Coral  Gables,  will  be  staged  at  the 
Olympia  at  an  as  yet  unrevealed  date.  Ken 
Burgher  is  down  to  supervise  publicity  for 
this  presentation  of  George  A.  Hirliman’s 
“Adolescence.”  w'hich  Louie  Gasnier  di- 
rected . . . Wometco’s  fifth  annual  train- 
ing school,  under  various  home  office  em- 
ployes and  theatre  managers,  is  scheduled 
to  begin  this  month.  Designed  particu- 
larly for  assistant  managers  and  ushers, 
this  classwork  is  open  to  any  interested 
employes. 

Hal  Kopplin  sure  has  the  opportunity  of 
the  year  to  be  a Scotch  Santa.  All  he  has 
to  do  is  offer  the  prize  he  won  in  the  re- 
cent exploitation  idea  contest  staged  in 
connection  with  the  opening  run  of  “Brig- 
ham Young"  at  the  Lincoln.  It’s  this  way. 
Hal  won  the  first  prize,  $10,  but  was  dis- 
qualified when  only  managers  and  as- 
sistants were  ruled  eligible.  As  head  of 
Wometco’s  advertising  and  publicity,  he 
probably  would  have  been  ruled  out  on 
“professional"  grounds,  anyhow.  Stanley 
Stern,  manager  of  the  Cameo  and  Surf, 
collected  instead  of  Hal  for  a similar  pro- 
motion suggestion.  A cash  award  of  $5 
went  to  Flynn  Stubbefield,  manager  of  the 
Center,  for  the  next  best  idea,  and  third 
prizes  to  Burton  Clark,  Rosetta;  Charles 
Ozborn,  State,  and  Earl  Potter,  Mayfair, 
and  Charles  St.  Clair. 

Few  have  a more  enjoyable  or  profitable 
hobby  than  James  Weakley,  doorman  at 
the  Miami,  who  is  turning  his  artistic  abil- 
ity to  good  account  by  selling  satirical  car- 
toons to  the  Miami  Herald  . . . Miami  thea- 
tres, as  always,  gave  yeoman  service  in 
the  Red  Cross  rollcall.  Week-long  showing 
was  given  each  of  the  two  R.  C.  trailers 
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promoting  their  annual  drive.  Lobby  tieups 
and  separate  theatre  drives  among  their 
own  personnel  were  other  phases  of  local 
cooperation:  courtesies  which  are  also  be- 
ing extended  to  the  Dade  County  Tubercu- 
losis Ass’n  in  connection  with  the  annual 
sale  of  Christmas  Seals. 

Through  a tieup  with  Norman  McKay, 
manager  of  WQAM,  Charlie  Ozborn  of  the 
State  has  launched  on  a new  and  traffic- 
stopping display  frame  idea.  U.  P.  press 
bulletins  are  rushed  into  the  frames  as 
soon  as  they  are  read  over  the  air.  Spot 
news  pictures  break  up  the  spread  of  bul- 
letins. Completing  the  display  is  the  time 
schedule  of  the  radio  station’s  news  broad- 
casts and  a picture  from  the  State’s  com- 
ing attraction.  As  it  is  a second  run  on  the 
majority  of  its  features,  the  State  makes 
a big  feature  of  its  news  reels,  having  first 
run  in  Miami  of  Fox  and  Universal  which 
it  has  rushed  by  air  from  Atlanta. 


Parade  Timing  Important 
To  Theatre  Business 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Numerous  parades  in 
recent  weeks  have  proved  an  actual  threat 
to  theatre  attendance  at  night  hours  but 
a help  during  daylight  hours.  As  one 
manager  puts  it: 

“Daytime  parades  help.  They  bring  peo- 
ple uptown  and  after  the  parade  passes 
they  take  in  a show.  Night  parades  hurt 
because  most  people  want  to  go  home  as 
soon  as  it  is  over.” 

Local  theatres  arranged  to  present  full 
programs  following  the  Santa  Claus  pa- 
rades. 


C.  C.  Chapin  Is  Sparks 
City  Manager  in  Ocala 

Ocala,  Fla. — Named  city  manager  here 
for  Sparks  recently  was  C.  C.  “Ted” 
Chapin,  once  associated  locally  with  the 
Star  Publishing  Co.  Chapin,  prior  to  this 
appointment,  was  in  charge  of  Sparks 
theatres  in  Lakeland.  In  Ocala,  he  suc- 
ceeds Leonard  Bennett,  resigned. 

The  appointment  was  announced  by  B. 
B.  Garner  and  J.  L.  Clark,  Sparks  offi- 
cials. 


Fumes  Overcome  Two 

PiNEHURST,  N.  C. — The  projectionist  and 
a patron  were  overcome  by  fumes  when  a 
fire  broke  out  recently  in  the  projection 
room  of  the  Carolina. 


Choate  Acquires  Bryson 
Bryson  City,  N.  C. — The  Bryson  here 
was  acquired  recently  by  Howard  W. 
Choate  of  Waynesville  from  J.  E.  Massie. 
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MEW  OMILEAMS 

A.  PREWITT,  local  representative  for 
American  Desk  Mfg.  Co.,  who  spends 
most  of  his  time  on  the  road,  says  he’s 
going  to  spend  this  Christmas  with  his 
family  ...  To  the  children  in  his  neigh- 
borhood, Warren  E.  Salles  of  the  Garden 
is  a veritable  Santa  Claus.  This  year  he  is 
staging  another  special  show,  with  the  pro- 
ceeds to  go  for  toys  and  a Xmas  tree. 

Local  theatres  are  profiting  from  the 
hundreds  of  recruits-in-training  at  Camps 
Beauregard  and  Shelby  nearby  ...  A film 
dealing  with  maritime  training  methods 
was  screened  for  the  Propeller  Club,  in  ses- 
sion here,  by  Vic  Meyers,  manager  of  the 
Orpheum. 

Visitors:  Louisiana — Anthony  Sampts, 
Raceland,  Raceland:  C.  W.  Butterfield, 
Amusu,  New  Iberia:  T.  T.  Castleman, 
Waterproof:  Joe  Pizzuta,  Lutcher,  Lutcher: 
Ernest  Drake,  Ponchatoula:  A.  J.  Brus- 
sard,  Bruce,  Crowley.  And  from  Mississippi 
— Ed  Delaney,  Pike,  Magnolia:  Stanley 
Taylor,  Crosby,  Crosby:  Frank  Bishop, 
Varsity,  Ellisville:  Frank  Glick,  Palace, 
Forest,  and  T.  B.  Barnett,  Ritz,  DeKalb. 

ABOUT  THE  HUNTING  CLUB: 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  Filmrow 
Hunting  Club,  attended  only  by  the  trea- 
surer, secretary  and  the  janitor,  important 
changes  were  made  in  the  by-laws  in  which 
the  terms  of  these  three  officers  were  ex- 
tended two  years  with  the  privilege  of  con- 
tinuing for  another  two  if  they  so  wished. 

It  was  also  decided  that  members  had 
no  right  to  inspect  the  books  or  to  ask 
any  questions,  as  to  finances.  An  assess- 
ment of  one  dollar  a member  was  decided 
on,  payable  before  Xmas,  the  money  to  be 
used  to  buy  presents  for  these  officials. 
The  janitor  was  authorized  to  accompany 
the  treasurer  on  his  collection  tour  in  or- 
der that  all  money  be  safely  turned  into 
the  treasury  before  it  was  split  three  ways, 
with  a 25  per  cent  rake-off  to  the  trea- 
surer for  thinking  up  the  idea. 

Anonymous  donations  can  be  slipped 
through  the  letter  slot  of  the  Flash  De- 
livery Co.,  and  members  residing  outside 
the  city  can  mail  their  donations  to  the 
treasurer  at  the  same  address. 

It  was  stated  Xmas  cards  would  not  be 
accepted  as  they  cost  money  and  cash  is 
more  essential  at  the  moment. 

Gus  Diamond  Will  Open 
In  Orlando  Xmas  Day 

Orlando,  Fla. — The  Vogue,  newest  mo- 
tion picture  house  here,  will  open  Christ- 
mas Day,  according  to  Homer  Ellison,  man- 
ager. The  modernistic  structure  is  lo- 
cated in  the  heart  of  Colonialtown  and  is 
owned  by  Gus  C.  Diamond  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  The  800-seat  house  will  offer 
Warner  product  exclusively  in  Orlando. 

Innovations  are  several  extra  width 
chairs  for  the  comfort  of  stout  people  and 
a glass  partitioned  room  where  mothers 
can  take  crying  infants  and  enjoy  the 
show  without  disturbing  others. 

Adjacent  lots  will  provide  parking  space. 


Guests  Guardsmen 

Wichita  Falls,  Tex. — National  Guards- 
men of  this  city  were  guests  of  the  Brid- 
well  Oil  Company  and  the  Majestic  at 
a special  screening  of  “Little  Nellie  Kelly,” 
prior  to  leaving  for  Camp  Bowie. 


Readying  a "Mesquiteer" 

Hollywood — Betty  Burbridge  is  writing 
an  untitled  “Three  Mesquiteers”  western 
for  Republic.  Lou  Grey  will  produce. 


no 
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B.  GOOCH  of  the  Ritz,  Selmer,  Tenn., 
drove  up  to  Culver,  Ind.,  where  his  son 
is  a cadet  at  the  Culver  Military  Insti- 
tute, to  bring  him  home  for  the  Christmas 
holidays  ...  Ed  Doherty,  office  mana- 
ger at  RKO,  is  driving  a new  Plymouth 
and  Ward  Carpenter,  booker  at  Vitagraph, 
is  driving  a new  Ford  . . . The  Lyle  Rich- 
monds of  the  Missouri,  Senath,  Mo.,  are 
off  to  New  Orleans  for  the  Christmas 
holidays  where  they  will  visit  Mrs.  Rich- 
mond’s parents  . . . M.  H.  Brandon,  presi- 
dent of  Film  Transit,  Inc.,  of  Charlotte, 
has  been  visiting  the  local  office  the  past 
ten  days. 

Harry  Martin,  Commercial  Appeal,  was 
in  Santa  Fe  for  the  world  premiere  of 
“Santa  Fe  Trail”  . . . M.  A.  Lightman 
jr.,  manager  of  the  Malco,  Memphis,  an- 
nounces the  installation  of  hard-of-hear- 
ing sets  for  patrons  with  impaired  hear- 
ing . . . E.  C.  Menard  of  the  Menlo  at 
Glenwood,  Ark.,  has  been  confined  to  his 
home  for  ten  days  now  by  illness,  but 
latest  report  is  that  he  is  improved  and 
will  soon  be  back  on  the  job  ...  A Film- 
row  visitor  was  Miss  Addys  Brown  of  the 
Gem  and  Nevada  at  Prescott,  Ark. 

The  Variety  Club  gave  Homer  Hisey  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  his  contribution  of  a 
silver  tip  California  fir  tree  which  now 
adorns  the  reception  room.  The  tree,  which 
grows  in  the  Sierra  Mountains,  was 
shipped  to  Hisey  from  San  Francisco  by 
a friend.  Mrs.  Hisey  and  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Rogers  spent  an  afternoon  supervising  its 
decoration  . . . Paul  M.  (Skinny)  Glis- 
son,  cashier  at  20th  Century-Fox,  and 
Lenora  Hunter,  his  assistant,  were  to  be 


married  December  21  . . . Margaret  Jones 
will  replace  Miss  Hunter  . . . Wilbur  Wof- 
ford, owner  of  the  Union  at  Union,  Miss., 
is  nursing  a badly  burned  face  and  neck 
as  a result  of  the  explosion  of  his  car 
radiator  the  other  day  . . . R.  L.  McCoy, 
newly-appointed  district  manager  for 
Vitagraph,  paid  the  Memphis  office  his 
initial  visit  this  week  . . . Arnold  Painter 
is  the  accessory  manager  at  Vitagraph. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  W.  T. 
Ellis,  Ellis,  Cleveland,  Miss.;  John  Crab- 
tree jr.,  Merlu,  Clarendon,  Ark.;  Lyle  Rich- 
mond, Missouri,  Senath,  Mo.;  Mrs.  Lela 
Flippin  and  Juanita  Williams,  Grand, 
Cardwell,  Mo.;  Winifred  Bonds,  Dyer, 
Dyer,  Tenn.;  G.  H.  Goff,  Rustic,  Parsons, 
Tenn.;  W.  E.  Ringger,  Gem,  Leachville, 
Ark.;  W.  O.  Taylor,  Uptown,  Dresden, 


Tenn.;  W.  F.  Ruffin,  Ruffin  Amusement 
Co.,  Covington,  Tenn.;  Miss  Louise  Mask, 
Luez,  Bolivar,  Tenn.;  E.  M.  Jackson, 
Delta,  Ruleville,  Miss.;  George  Hale,  Globe, 
Drew,  Miss.;  Charles  Collier,  Globe,  Shaw, 
Miss.;  Gordon  Lee  Hutchins,  State,  Corn- 
ing, Ark.;  Orris  Collins,  Capitol,  Para- 
gould.  Ark. 

The  Linden  at  Linden,  Tenn.,  is  closed 
. . . Pete  Dawson,  Universal’s  Mississippi 
salesman,  and  his  mother  are  off  to  Louis- 
ville where  they  will  spend  the  holidays 
. . . “Uncle  Mike’’  Cianciolo  of  the  Rose- 
mary, Memphis,  is  back  on  the  job  after 
several  days’  absence  due  to  injuries  re- 
ceived in  an  automobile  accident  . . . 
James  Allen  West,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  A.  West  of  the  Hollywood,  Memphis, 
is  home  for  the  Christmas  holidays. 
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TO  YOU  FROM  US 


Monarch  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
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Wishes 

THE  CHEERIEST  YULETIDE 

With  the  Earnest  Hope  that  1941 
WILL  BRING  ALL  OUR  FRIENDS  MUCH 

HAPPINESS,  HEALTH  and 
PROSPERITY 

I.  M.  Cohen  E.  N.  Epley  Nate  Bernstein 
MEMPHIS,  TENN. 
Telephone:  8-4870 
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Hughella  Gates 
Irby  Ruth  Meadows 
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INTERSTATE  TATTLES:  James  Herman 
Sollock,  former  assistant  chief  of  ser- 
vice at  the  Aztec,  has  been  promoted  to 
assistant  to  Manager  Lynn  Krueger  at 
the  Uptown  . . . Usher  Johnny  Armacost 
will  be  number  “61”  in  Uncle  Sam’s  Army 
at  Port  Sam  Houston  here  after  January  1 
. . . Senorita  Victoria  Blanco,  artist  from 
Mexico  City,  is  filling  stage  engagements 
in  this  territory  . . . Two  new  Azteca  re- 
leases for  the  first  half  of  December  are 
“Vivire  Otra  Vez,”  and  “El  Insurgente” 
. . . Billy  Sharp  taking  a bow  for  his  im- 
promptu fancy  foot  work  at  La  Tapatia 
the  other  evening  . . . Malcolm  Hancock 
is  the  new  assistant  chief  of  service  at  the 
Aztec. 


John  T.  Hutchens’  Museum  has  opened 
for  the  season  in  a vacant  store  buildmg 
on  Alamo  Plaza  after  closing  an  engage- 
ment with  the  World’s  Fair  . . . Barney 
Lane,  chief  of  the  Texas  service  staff,  is 
in  Houston  for  the  holidays.  Bob  May,  as- 
sistant chief,  is  taking  his  place  . . . Bettie 
Jane  McHugh,  recently  with  the  Dave 
Apollon  revue,  is  now  making  her  resi- 
dence in  Santone  . . . On  the  sick  list  were 
Mrs.  "Van”  Piper,  Majestic  cashier,  and 
Clarence  Cunard,  State  engineer  . . . Bill 
and  Dorothy  Estes,  (he’s  the  projectionist 
at  the  Majestic,  Dallas)  were  in  town  re- 
cently to  visit  friends. 

The  Cameo,  Negro  house,  showed  “Saint 
Louis  Blues,”  an  all-colored  picture,  as  a 
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weekend  special  . . . Lynn  Krueger,  skip- 
per at  the  Uptown,  out  of  the  hospital  and 
back  on  duty  after  a siege  of  flu  . . . Our 
scouts  inform  that  Eric  Brendler,  assist- 
ant major-domo  at  the  Palace,  went  hunt- 
ing the  other  day  and  came  back  empty 
handed  . . . From  Floresville  comes  news 
that  the  Arcadia,  managed  by  Carl  John- 
son, was  robbed  of  a radio,  jewelry,  a 
pistol,  clothing  and  $75  in  cash. 

Interstate  theatres  here  are  awarding 
passes  as  prizes  in  a tieup  with  the  San 
Antonio  Evening  News  on  the  paper’s  "ten 
best”  pictures  of  the  year  contest  . . . Two 
members  of  the  advance  publicity  staff  of 
the  Transcontinental  Roller  Derby  are  al- 
ready here.  They  are  Sam  Ward  and  "Mac” 
McWilliams  . . . Other  recent  visitors  to 
the  Alamo  City:  William  "Billy”  King, 
emcee-magician,  Chicago,  and  Joe  M. 
Ramirez,  showman,  Los  Angeles. 

“Christmas  in  July”  was  the  midweek 
offering  at  the  Texas  last  week.  This  Para- 
mount release  is  just  what  the  doctor  or- 
dered for  the  Yuletide  season  . . . Raymond 
McKay  of  the  Majestic  service  staff,  hurt 
his  arm  in  a mishap  the  other  day  . . . 
The  Majestic-Euenzngr  News  & Express 
Canned  Foods  morning  matinee  Saturday 
is  intended  to  bring  Xmas  cheer  to  the 
needy  and  poor  families  this  year  . . . The 
Empire  will  hold  its  Christmas  gift  night 
Monday. 

Interstate  will  again  give  their  employes 
a bonus  party  . . . Emily  Williams  is  leav- 
ing for  Dallas  to  take  over  a post  in  the 
publicity  department  there.  Her  successor 
has  not  yet  been  named  . . . Johnnye  Bee 
Powell,  the  little  candy  lady  at  the  Ma- 
jestic, is  still  away  on  sick  leave  . . . Dor- 
ris Null,  cage  girl  at  the  State,  and  Ruby 
Price,  ditto  at  the  Palace,  are  now  making 
their  domicile  together  . . . Lee  Aronstein, 
Palace  manager,  telling  his  friends  about 
the  wedding  he  attended  in  Cuero  during 
the  recent  flood. 

The  dog  mascot  out  at  the  Drive-In  an- 
swers to  the  call  of  “Lady”  . . . Seen  at 
the  Pirate’s  Cave  recently  after  theatre 


hours  were  George  Darnell  of  the  Majes- 
tic, and  Sylvan  Barry,  assistant  skipper  of 
the  Texas  . . . Edward  Laird  of  United  Art- 
ists in  this  territory,  among  the  diners  at 
the  Better  Home  Cafe  the  other  day  . . . 
Recent  visitors  to  El  Jardin  included 
Georgia  Fitzgerald,  Nic  Peters,  Johnny  An- 
derson and  Major  George  Fielding  Eliot 
. . . Doorman  Leo  Kuentz  of  the  Empire 
celebrated  another  milestone  December  17 
. . . Miss  Leta  Reed  is  back  on  duty  in  the 
Aztec  boxoffice  after  a siege  of  illness. 

Ernest  Ehilers  was  recently  promoted  to 
chief  of  service  at  the  Empire  . . . The 
Texas  is  negotiating  for  Bert  Smith’s  stock 
tab  company  to  open  soon  after  the  first 
of  the  New  Year  . . . The  "Our  Gang  Com- 
edy Kids”  are  slated  for  a four-day  per- 
sonal appearance  on  the  Texas  stage  start- 
ing December  28  . . . The  Cameo  played 
"Gang  Smashers,”  an  all-Negro  picture,  as 
a jinx  breaker  Friday  the  IMh. 

Interstate’s  Broadway,  Alamo  Heights, 
is  now  having  “Buzzo”  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  nights  . . . Marie  Isaacson  has 
returned  to  the  Majestic  mezzanine  floor 
to  give  free  character  analyses  to  all  pa- 
trons desiring  same  . . . Olga  Zander,  Audi- 
torium cashier,  had  a wisdom  tooth  yanked 
last  week  . . . And  in  bringing  the  column 
to  an  end,  it  is  our  hopes  that  exhibs 
everywhere  have  one  of  the  merriest 
Christmases  both  at  home  and  in  their 
Yuletide  receipts. 


Three  Houses  in  Tyler 
Hold  Toy  Matinees 

Tyler,  Tex. — Toy  matinees  have  been 
held  at  three  theatres  here  in  cooperation 
with  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Admission  was  an  old  or  broken  toy  which 
were  turned  over  to  local  firemen  to  be 
renewed  and  distributed  to  underprivileged 
kids.  The  Liberty  and  Arcadia  theatres, 
operated  by  the  Interstate  circuit,  and  the 
Joy,  operated  by  S.  G.  Fry,  participated 
on  a non-conflicting  schedule. 
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Convention  Shorts 


vs  

KOMA,  Oklahoma  City  radio  station, 
presented  a round  table  discussion  of  the 
consent  decree  Sunday  evening  prior  to 
the  convention  with  Morris  Loewenstein 
doing  a Clifton  Padiman  to  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall and  L.  C.  Griffith. 


Here’s  one  on  Richey,  head  publicity 
man  for  M-G-M,  who  at  the  close  of  his 
remarks  said  that  “our  Mr.  Budge  is  al- 
ways willing  to  help  you  here  in  Oklahoma 
City.”  Budge?  Why  Jimmy  Birge,  of  course. 


Don’t  tell  Ed  but  Leonard  White  took  a 
cat-nap  during  Kuykendall’s  main  con- 
vention speech. 


And  Lew  Chatham  took  over  a local  drug 
store  killing  a cold  . . . succeeded  enough 
to  talk  during  the  noon  luncheon. 


And  how  come  those  banquet  tickets  said 
the  date  was  December  16,  1040?  Just  nine 
hundred  years  early! 


M-G-M  had  its  usual  guest  room  but 
the  most  talk  was  created  by  the  eye- 
filling yoimg  lady  in  a very  short  skirt  and 
nifty  black-stockinged  underpinnings  who 
dispensed  free  cigarettes  to  one  and  all  in 
the  foyer. 


Poor  Morris  Loewenstein  had  to  eat  his 
lunch  in  snatches;  they  kept  calling  him  to 
the  telephone  every  time  he  lifted  a fork 
to  his  mouth  . . . and  speaking  of  tele- 
phones, L.  C.  Griffith  spent  half  his  con- 
vention time  answering  the  telephone. 


» A\  IIL  IIL  A\  ^ 

(Continued  from  page  103) 

Bill  Elliott  was  in  San  Angelo,  photo  ap- 
pearing in  Boxoffice  last  week.  H.  L. 
Youngblood,  assistant  city  manager,  has 
a pheasant  farm  out  there  and  raises  the 
birds,  which  accounts  for  the  group  serv- 
ing of  that  delicacy. 

Emile  George,  operator  of  the  Lincoln 
and  Dixie  in  Port  Arthur,  both  colored 
houses,  was  here  a couple  of  days  this  week 
booking  ahead  for  1941  . . . The  gala 
Christmas  party  of  the  Warner  Club  here 
was  scheduled  in  the  form  of  a dinner 
dance  Friday  night  in  the  Adolphus  Hotel. 

After  Variety’s  Bingo  party  Saturday 
night  when  Lynn  Stocker  and  Mrs.  Stocker 
were  billed  as  hosts,  these  family  get-to- 
gethers will  be  set  aside  until  after  the 
holidays. 

Miss  Bonnie  Long,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Variety  Club  of  Texas,  reeled  off 
the  names  of  two  new  members  this  week: 
Frank  V.  Brunner  of  United  Artists  and 
Leslie  Wilkes,  the  east  Texas  representa- 
tive for  Columbia. 

Leaman  Marshall,  R&R  partner  at  Ter- 
rell, here  Wednesday,  said  plans  are  ready 
on  rebuilding  of  the  Lyric  there,  destroyed 
by  fire  some  time  ago.  Incidentally,  the 
unaccounted  for  injury  to  his  ankle  which 
put  him  on  crutches  has  gone,  and  he  now 
gets  about  well  if  he  doesn’t  use  it  too 
much. 

A.  C.  Moore  of  the  Alamo  at  Barlett 
was  here  on  his  final  visit  to  the  Row  for 
1940. 


Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma 
Convention  Draws  Throng 

(Continued  from  page  102) 


exhibitor  or  distributor.  It  came  because 
the  government  and  the  distributors 
couldn’t  arrive  at  a settlement  or  under- 
standing after  two  and  one-half  years  of 
legal  wrangling. 

“But  the  first  doubt  comes  to  me  as  to 
how  it  can  be  administered  by  outside  ar- 
bitrators who  have  no  interest  or  experi- 
ence in  our  business.  I don’t  question  the 
integrity  of  these  men  but  I do  ask  how 
they,  who  have  no  interest  in  the  business, 
can  do  better  than  we. 

“Arbitration  is  going  to  be  prohbiitive 
and  slow.  Many  months  will  pass  before 
a decision  can  be  made  on  a case  for  it  will 
take  at  least  six  months  to  carry  one’s  case 
through  these  arbitration  boards.  The 
very  setup  is  a cumbersome  vehicle.  Some- 
thing should  be  settled  today  and  not  to- 
morrow, we  proved  that  during  the  days  of 
the  NRA  Code.” 

Kuykendall  also  charged  that  the  decree 
was  worked  out  between  distributors  and 
the  government  without  any  representa- 
tion from  exhibitors  whom  it  now  affects 
most  deeply. 

“The  thing  now  to  do  is  live  under  the 
decree,”  he  said,  “None  of  this  is  big 
enough  to  destroy  us;  we  will  come  out  of 
this  with  our  heads  up  in  the  air.” 

The  vague  language  of  the  decree  “dis- 
turbed” him.  Kuykendall  stated.  “It  will 
end  up  as  a lawyers’  holiday,”  he  predicted. 
“Paragraphs  contradict  each  other;  no  two 
lawyers  can  agree  on  what  it  means.” 

“Conserve  Pictures" 

He  pointed  out  that  the  trade  showing 
clauses  meant  nothing  to  exhibitors  away 
from  an  exchange  center;  that  the  five 
block  clauses  did  not  prevent  single  sales. 
He  also  predicted  that  this  will  do  away 
with  national  release  dates  and  result  in 
different  blocks  being  offered  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  at  different  times. 

“You’d  better  start  conserving  your  pic- 
tures now,”  he  advised  the  exhibitors,  “Get 
the  most  out  of  every  picture  you  have  to 
protect  you  when  you  have  to  start  buy- 
ing under  the  block  of  five  clause. 

“Study  the  decree  . . . read  it  word  for 
word. 

“But  we  must  think  of  the  common  good. 
I wish  there  were  more  sincerity  of  pur- 
pose on  the  part  of  all  of  us.  We  need 
sincerity  of  purpose.  There  isn’t  enough 
of  it.  We  have  to  work  together  and  find 
things  good  to  say  about  the  industry. 
Right  now  we’re  selling  ourselves  down  the 
river  because  of  our  attitude  in  that  re- 
spect.” 

Kuykendall  concluded  his  remarks  by 
paying  tribute  to  the  Variety  Clubs  of 
America  pointing  out  that  these  organiza- 
tions were  doing  more  toward  building  re- 
spect for  the  industry  than  any  other  part 
of  the  motion  picture  world. 

Another  important  address  was  that  of 
H.  M.  Richey,  public  relations  director  of 
M-G-M,  who  discussed  the  consent  decree 
and  spoke  at  length  on  the  position  of 
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M-G-M  under  the  decree. 

“This  industry  should  remember  one  all- 
important  thing  about  this  decree,”  Richey 
stated,  “And  that  is  that  the  consent  de- 
cree is  now  a law.  You  can  discuss  it  to 
your  hearts  content  but  it’s  still  a law  and 
as  such  we’ll  have  to  guide  our  business  by 
its  regulations. 

“Now  we  have  to  turn  our  backs  on  the 
decree  and  take  up  the  problems  with 
which  our  business  is  confronted  today. 
Let’s  stop  crying  over  the  decree  now  that 
it  is  the  law.  And  one  thing — let’s  keep 
the  public  out  of  our  discussions  of  the 
consent  decree. 

“The  only  phase  of  our  business  that 
interests  the  public  is  the  pictures  we  show 
them.  The  mechanics  of  our  business  will 
only  confuse  the  public  and  cause  them  to 
misunderstand  our  problems  even  more 
than  they  do  today.  The  public  cannot 
help  us  to  solve  our  internal  problems.  It 
can  only  confuse  them.  So  if  we  must 
discuss  the  decree  let’s  do  it  among  our- 
selves. And  let’s  find  out  what’s  good  in 
the  decree;  not  what’s  bad.  M-G-M  didn’t 
ask  for  the  decree;  we  don’t  want  it,  but 
it  seems  to  be  the  best  that  could  be 
worked  out  for  the  present  so  M-G-M  is 
going  to  support  it  not  only  in  the  letter 
of  the  law  but  the  spirit  as  well. 

“We  have  made  it  plain  that  no  sympa- 
thy will  be  extended  to  any  salesman  who 
violates  or  attempts  to  get  around  any 
part  of  the  decree.  We  hope  to  improve 

(Continued  on  page  116) 


r 1 

! HOW  DOES  IT  TASTE?  ! 

I Do  You  Ever  Ask — And  Answer — j 
I That  Question  Carefully? 

' Your  Patron  Does  Everytime  He  ^ 
) Buys  a Box.  ^ 

I I 

I You  Needn't  Worry  About  the  ( 
I Answer  If  You  Use  ( 

I ( 

; SUPERB  I 
; SOUTH  AMERICAN  CORN  | 

) AND  < 

! FLAV  O-NUT  SEASONING  ! 

I ( 

i I 

* Exclusive  With  J 

I Rube  Melcher  ( 

! POPPERS  SUPPLY  CO. ! 

[ GR.  0672  1717  Wyandotte  St. 

. Kansas  City,  Mo.  , 

) JUST  TRY  SOME!  ( 

L I 


BOXOFFICE  ::  December  21,  1940 


113 


Atlanta  Irked  by  Nickel  Ducats; 
Overseating  Another  Burden 


By  A.  JULES  BENEDIC 

Atlanta — Ankling  about  Atlanta  we  find  a great  change  in  the  city  from 
which  Sherman  began  his  historic  march  to  the  sea.  That  is,  in  four  years,  not 
since  Sherman’s  time.  Exhibitors  generally,  over  the  period  mentioned,  seemed  to 
have  tried  to  place  two  theatres  where  only  one  grew  before. 
This  last  year,  for  example,  10,000  seats  have  been  added 
to  the  town,  principally  in  the  suburbs.  With  the  closing  of 
the  Roxy  by  Lucas  and  Jenkins  simultaneously  with  the  sign- 
ing of  the  lease  from  other  parties,  2,375  seats  were  removed 
from  the  downtown  situation,  but  now  are  added  to  the  total 
again,  for  the  Roxy,  negotiations  with  labor  unions  permitting, 
will  re-open  Christmas  Day. 

Then,  too,  Atlanta  in  at  least  one  respect  has  reverted  to 
nickleodeon  days,  with  the  opening  here  last  summer  of  Joy’s 
Atlanta  Theatre,  formerly  burleycue,  where  20  or  more  spools 
are  unwound  at  each  performance,  with  admish  five  and  a dime. 
Kids  are  a jitney  any  time.  Adults  pay  the  tenth  part  of  a 
dollar,  unless  they  hold  a “pass,”  when  cinco  centavos  constitute 
the  portal  prerequisite.  “Passes”  are  broadcast  generally  over 
BENEDIC  the  town.  Some  estimates  place  the  total  at  hundreds  of  thou- 

sands at  a clip. 


Public  Adds  Night  at  Home 

Double  features  are  pretty  much  the 
vogue  at  the  smaller  houses,  while  all  ad- 
missions naturally  are  on  a somewhat  low 
scale.  The  unusual  competition  is  forc- 
ing all  interests  to  adopt  strenuous  prac- 
tices to  fill  empty  seats.  With  Bank  Night 
under  the  ban,  various  Quizz  Nights,  Radio 
Nights,  Cash  Salary  Nights  and  other 
premium  nights  are  the  rage.  The  gen- 
eral public  has  entered  into  the  spirit  of 
the  thing.  One  night — it  was  a Wednes- 
day night — the  public  inaugurated  a night 
of  its  own — a Stay  At  Home  Night.  This 
reviewer  didn’t  make  all  the  shows  ’round 
town,  but  enough  to  get  the  feel,  and 
states  without  fear  of  successful  contra- 
diction that  empty  seats  were  more  nu- 
merous than  objections  to  the  consent 
decree. 

Starting  with  the  Fox,  one  of  the 
largest  theatres  in  the  world,  with  5,000 
seats,  Atlanta  has  in  all  five  first-class 
downtown  houses  each  with  a seating  ca- 
pacity of  more  than  2,000.  To  this  total 
must  be  added  the  aforesaid  Joy’s  At- 
lanta, the  grind  Woolworth  operation, 
which  has  more  than  2,000  seats  including 
two  balconies.  Then  we  figure  eight  or 
ten  independent  houses  of  smaller  ca- 
pacities, not  including  downtown  exclu- 
sively colored  runs. 

Strenuous  Suburban  Scramble 

Nor  is  the  situation  any  better  in  the 
suburbs.  Little  Five  Points,  for  example, 
has  three  first-class  competing  houses 
within  an  olive  pit’s  throw.  East  Point 
has  a similar  situation  and  other  sub- 
urban centers,  in  most  cases,  are  strenu- 
ously competitive. 

Two-for-ones  are  not  unknown,  and  one 
theatre  accepts  tops  from  flour  sacks  in 
lieu  of  do-re-mi.  Wheels  of  fortune  are 
displayed  prominently  in  some  lobbies, 
and  flesh  gets  a play  in  some  situations. 
Into  the  scramble  comes  rumors  of  ad- 
ditional neighborhood  houses,  and  the 
merry-go-round  continues,  with  the  organ 
playing  off-key  notes.  In  the  final  analy- 
sis, with  the  new  groups-of-five  selling 
plan  in  the  offing,  it  will  be  interesting 
to  watch  developments  in  the  Atlanta 
situation. 


Atlanta — We  leave  Charlotte  just  ahead 
of  the  occupation  tax  man.  As  we  amble 
into  Atlanta,  it’s  just  like  Old  Home  Week 
on  the  Row.  Traveling  at  night,  we  lose 
track  of  our  whereabouts,  but  at  an  all- 


night eatery  in  Gainesville  (as  we  dis- 
cover later)  they  served  steaming  grits 
with  a sandwich,  so  we  know  instantly 
it’s  Georgia.  In  Atlanta  proper  we  pur- 
chased a chocolate  ice  cream  soda  at  the 
Rexall  drugstore.  They  didn’t  serve  any 
grits,  but  this  is  the  only  instance  of  its 
kind. 

As  we  waddle  into  Walton,  the  local 
press  informs  us  of  the  first  anniversary 
showing  of  “Gone  With  the  Wind.”  A 
pretty  young  local  lady  was  named  Miss 
Anniversary.  Then  they  showed  the  Selz- 
nick  opus  at  the  Grand,  sans  Vivien  Leigh 
and  other  GWTW  stars,  who  were  ground- 
ed by  bad  weather  and  couldn’t  get  here. 
This  is  not  the  point,  which  is  that  we 
can  visualize  Atlanta,  with  its  passion  for 
anniversaries,  in  1960,  say.  The  21st 
showing  then  will  be  on  hand,  and  in  our 
mind’s  eye  we  can  see  Colonel  Charles  E. 
Kessnich  and  Bill  Coleman  on  their  way 
down  famous  Peachtree  to  make  initial 

(<  

Could  Be. 

Could  Be! 

Atlanta — An  Atlanta  exhibitor  has  been 
sparking  a cuddlesome  blonde  ior 
months. 

He  even  brings  his  business  prob- 
lems to  her. 

The  other  night  in  the  parlor  he  asked 
her: 

“What  do  you  think  of  the  consent  de- 
cree, honey?" 

The  young  thing  blushed. 

“This  is  the  first  time  you've  ever 
brought  that  up,"  she  replied.  'Til  have 
to  think  it  over." 

- — 

arrangements.  These  are  the  two  big 
events  that  Atlanta  remembers.  The 
Battle  of  Atlanta  in  the  60’s  and  the  first 
showing  of  GWTW,  in  1940. 

Freddie  Young's  Exclusiveness 
Over  the  Rue  Walton  we  catch  a few 
personalities.  Not  all  are  mentioned  here- 
in, of  course,  as  there  are  other  weeks. 
Spirit  of  eternal  youth,  J.  U.  McCormick 
enters  the  Amity  exchange,  which  he 
owns,  with  all  the  sprightliness  of  a 
younger  man  . . . Ike  Katz  ducking  in  and 


out  of  Atlanta  on  PRC  business  . . . John 
Mangham  Monogramming  in  Tennessee 
. . . Ted  Toddy,  erstwhile  Hollywood  pro- 
ducer, now  back  in  Atlanta  at  the  helm 
of  Dixie  Films,  just  a stone’s  throw  from 
his  first  love,  Columbia  exchange. 

Fred  Young  has  a small  office,  but 
he’s  all  to  himself.  Freddie  reminds  us  of 
the  time  he  had  a display  at  the  GFTA 
convention,  and  we  placed  him  right  next 
to  the  ladies’  retiring  room.  Thought  it 
would  be  a break  for  Freddie,  but  he 
figured  otherwise  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Jenkins,  devoting  themselves  to  all-col- 
ored cast  pictures,  with  our  old  friend, 
Reynolds  WUbanks,  as  office  manager  . . . 
K.  & B.  Soda  has  lost  the  “K”  section — 
these  ravages  of  time!  . . . The  Savinis, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  and  daughter,  waxing  en- 
thusiastic over  “Hell’s  Angels,”  which,  they 
say,  will  play  eight  Atlanta  houses. 

L.  & J.  Offices  Awe-Inspiring 

Fred  Levine,  old-time  Bach  stand-by, 
reported  ill  for  months.  He’s  at  Base  Hos- 
pital No.  48,  Oglethorpe,  Ga.,  and  will 
appreciate  cards  or  visits  from  his  friends 
. . . Ran  into  Jack  Crawford,  former  film 
mogul  at  Gadsden,  Ala.  Jack’s  handling 
acts  and  musical  shows  . . . P.  H.  Savin, 
former  Republic  office  man,  now  an  exec- 
utive with  Southern  Monogram  . . . Char- 
lie Lester  of  NSS  steps  along,  easily  the 
best-dressed  of  The  Row  . . . Arthur  Brom- 
berg and  Hem-y  Glover  in  earnest  con- 
fab, with  an  exhibitor  contract  in  the 
offing. 

No  news,  but  a note  of  regret  over  the 
passing  of  our  old  friends,  Louie  Bach  and 
Sam  Borisky  . . . Learn  that  Pay  Ellis 
and  Jim  Butner  now  in  government  ser- 
vice . . . Sid  Reams  and  Riley  Davis  at 
Theatrical  Printing  corral  an  exhibitor 
client  . . . John  Ezell  sr.  has  that  Uni- 
versal smile  . . . Oh,  yes,  we  visited  the 
new  L.  & J.  offices  in  the  Fox  Theatre 
building.  A cathedral-like  atmosphere. 
What  a change  from  that  Walton  suite! 
E.  E.  Whitaker’s  offices  are  reached  after 
rounding  Taj  Mahal  staircases.  Surround- 
ings duly  impressive,  and  we  positively 
feel  the  need  of  a morning  coat  . . . D.  B. 
Dukehart  of  the  printing  company  of  that 
name  chats  with  cinematic  friends. 


Mother  of  Thomas  Branon 
Dies  Alter  Long  Illness 

Charlotte — Mrs.  Martha  Elizabeth 
Branon,  86-year-old  mother  of  Thomas 
A.  Branon,  president  of  Affiliated  Pro- 
ducers, Inc.,  died  here  Wednesday  morn- 
ing following  a long  illness. 

Mrs.  Branon  also  is  survived  by  Otis, 
Davis  and  Roy  Branon,  three  sons  promi- 
nent in  motion  picture  circles  in  Atlanta 
and  Charlotte,  and  by  Alfred  Branon  and 
two  daughters,  non-filmites.  She  was  a 
religious  leader  in  the  Tarheel  state  for 
more  than  two  generations. 

Tom  Branon,  in  New  York  when  the 
death  of  his  mother  occurred,  came  here 
hurriedly  for  the  funeral  services  held 
Friday  morning. 


Another  House  in  Gretna 
For  Berenson  Theatres 

Gretna,  La. — Building  will  begin  in  the 
spring  on  a new  1,000-seat  house  here  on 
Huey  P.  Long  Avenue  for  Berenson  Thea- 
tres, Inc.  It  is  expected  to  be  completed 
by  early  summer.  Berenson  Theatres 
presently  operate  the  Hollywood  here. 

Some  time  ago  the  United  theatre  chain 
purchased  a site  in  Gretna  for  a theatre. 
Nothing  since  has  been  heard  concerning 
the  project. 
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Jim  McKinney  Is  Host 
At  Hunt  and  Barbecue 


Dallas — ^Jim  McKinney,  south  Texa§ 
representative  for  Columbia,  was  having 
all  the  men  of  that  office  down  on  his 
farm  near  Kaufman  Saturday  night  for 
an  opossum  hunt  and  barbecue.  He  does 
something  of  this  sort  every  year  for  the 
same  group  just  before  Christmas. 

Going  this  year  were  J.  B.  Underwood, 
Walter  Penn,  Herman  Graver,  A.  M.  (Mon) 
Whitcher,  Hal  Smithson,  Tim  Stamps,  Cy 
Lilly,  J.  L.  Lyne,  Jerry  Brewster,  and  home 
office  representative,  Frank  Barry,  v/ho 
happened  to  be  in  town.  Porter  Lloyd 
Williams  was  booked  to  do  the  serving. 


Banquet  by  Ruiiins  for 
Bookers  and  Managers 

Covington,  Tenn. — W.  P.  and  Mrs.  Ruf- 
fin of  the  Ruffin  Amusement  Co.  held 
their  annual  banquet  for  Memphis  book- 
ers and  office  managers  last  Sunday. 
Turkey  and  all  the  trimmings  were  served 
to:  Leonard  Andrews,  Universal;  Ed  In- 
terbitzen.  Republic;  Ed  Williamson,  Ward 
Carpenter  and  Prank  Norman,  Warner; 
Prank  Neil,  Paramount;  Prank  Heard, 
P.  H.  Holmes  and  Tom  Kirk,  Metro;  Bill 
Lewis,  Monogram;  Ed  Doherty,  RKO,  and 
Herman  Chrisman  and  A.  U.  Boone, 
Columbia. 


Sound  Installations 

Charlotte — Sound  Engineering  Service 
Co.  announces  the  following  new  sound 
equipment  installations : 

Lincoln  Theatre,  Raleigh,  N.  C. ; Forest,  Wake 
Forest,  N.  C.;  Wake,  Raleigh;  New,  Maiden,  N.  C.; 
Patovi,  Madison,  N.  C. ; Grand,  Charlotte; 
Colonial,  Kannapolis,  N.  C. ; Strand,  Walhalla, 
S.  C. ; New  Parr,  Lancaster,  S.  C. ; Palmetto, 
Bennettsville,  S.  C. ; and  the  New,  Hamlet,  N.  C. 
Also  completion  of  service  deals  with  the  fol- 
lowing: Hollywood,  Woodruff,  S.  C. ; New  Parr, 
Lancaster;  Mazda,  Calhoun  Palls,  S.  C. ; Chat- 
ham, Pittsboro,  N.  C. ; Dixie,  Scotland  Neck, 
N.  C.;  Gilmont,  Mt.  Gilead,  N.  C.,  and  Highlands 
School  Auditorium,  Highlands,  N.  C. 


Personnel  Changes 

Kannapolis,  N.  C. — Several  changes  in 
personnel  at  the  Dixie  were  caused  by  the 
recent  opening  of  the  Swanee.  H.  R.  But- 
ler, moved  from  the  Dixie  to  the  Swanee 
as  manager,  was  succeeded  in  his  former 
post  by  Harris  Rainey,  previously  doorman 
at  the  Gem.  Luther  Gillon,  projectionist, 
who  also  was  moved  from  the  Dixie  to 
the  Swanee,  was  replaced  by  Paul  Ballard 
of  Charleston,  Utah. 


fi 

Pictures  With  a 
Native  Cast 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.— Officers  of  the 
federal  alcohol  tax  unit,  of  the  seventh 
district  composed  of  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky, are  bringing  in  a new  kind  of 
evidence,  very  conclusive,  against  the 
mountain  moonshiners— -a  complete  film- 
ing of  raids  on  stills.  Maj.  Lallipger, 
head  of  the  Chattanooga  office,  recently 
filmed  a moonshine  still  in  actual  opera- 
tion featuring  the  stirring  of  the  boiling 
mash  by  two  young  moonshiners.  Fur- 
ther footage  shows  the  federal  agents  in 
the  act  of  arresting  the  'shiners  and 
destroying  the  still.  The  film  has  been 
turned  over  to  H.  B.  Taylor,  supervisor  of 
the  seventh  district,  Louisville,  Ky.,  for 
v/hatever  use  he  may  make  of  it. 

- - 

New  Theatre  in  Decatur 
Will  Open  in  January 

Decatur,  Ala. — Crescent  Amusement’s 
new  theatre,  the  Roxy,  rapidly  is  near- 
ing completion  and  C.  R.  McCown,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  company,  expects  it 
will  be  ready  to  open  early  in  January. 

G.  P.  Banniza,  at  present  manager  of 
the  Princess  Theatre  here,  will  manage 
the  Roxy  when  it  is  opened.  The  Princess 
will  be  closed  for  remodeling  at  that  time. 

Breach  of  Trust  Faced 
By  Former  Manager 

Paris,  Tenn. — Harry  Shaw,  former  man- 
ager of  the  Princess  Theatre,  has  been 
returned  from  Waddell,  Mo.,  to  face 
charges  by  the  management  of  fraudu- 
lent breach  of  trust  in  connection  with 
certain  accounts  at  the  theatre.  He  is  at 
liberty  under  $500  bond. 

The  theatre  has  since  been  purchased 
by  Crescent  Amusement  Co.  of  Nashville. 

H,  E,  Bisby  Is  Opening 
Second  Unit  in  Garland 

Dallas — H.  R.  Bisby  is  opening  a sec- 
ond theatre  at  Garland,  12  miles  north- 
east of  Dallas,  where  an  airplane  factory 
now  is  operating.  Bisby  also  has  the  Gar- 
land there. 


New  Equipment  at  Greeneville 

Greeneville,  Tenn. — New  sound  and 
projection  equipment  has  been  installed 
in  the  Palace,  a reopening  being  held  De- 
cember 4. 


"Santa  Claus"  Tours  the 
Interstate  Circuit 

Dallas — On  the  stage  of  the  Majestic 
Theatre  Tuesday  night,  after  show  hours, 
about  300  Interstate  employes  saw  Santa 
Claus  in  the  form  of  bonus  checks  and  a 
banquet  spread  for  them  behind  the  foot- 
lights. 

Karl  Hoblitzelle,  president  of  the  circuit, 
appeared  for  the  first  time  at  such  an- 
nual occasions,  and  spoke  from  a patriotic 
standpoint.  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager,  personally 
handed  out  the  gift  checks,  at  the  same 
time  acting  as  master  of  ceremonies. 

The  first  bonus  party  was  in  Ft.  Worth 
Monday  night  under  arrangements  by  City 
Manager  Prank  Weatherford.  Thursday 
night  City  Manager  A1  Lever  supervised 
the  affair  at  the  Metropolitan.  Then  on 
Friday  night,  Louie  Novy,  city  manager  at 
Austin,  was  host  to  his  brigade  at  the 
Paramount,  with  all  of  these  parties  start- 
ing at  midnight. 

R.  J.  O’Donnell  made  the  rounds  of  all 
key  centers  and  gave  out  company  checks 
as  he  did  in  Dallas.  In  the  many  other 
Interstate,  or  Texas  Consolidated  towns, 
city  managers  grouped  their  flocks  to- 
gether to  receive  the  Yuletide  stipend, 
which  in  all  went  to  about  1,600  employes. 


Prices  Are  Reduced  by 
Two  Units  in  Tyler 

Tyler,  Tex. — Admission  prices  have 
been  adjusted  at  two  theatres  here. 

The  Liberty  prices  are  now  25  cents 
matinee  and  30  cents  at  night,  including 
tax.  Former  prices  were  30  and  40  cents, 
including  tax.  At  the  Arcadia  the  bal- 
cony is  now  15  cents  any  time,  with  the 
lower  floor  taking  20  cents  matinee  and 
night.  The  former  prices  here  were  20 
and  25  cents,  including  tax.  The  new 
de  luxe  Tyler  has  maintained  its  top  of 
40  cents  including  tax. 

The  three  houses  are  operated  by  Texas 
Consolidated  Theatres,  Inc.,  a subsidiary  of 
Interstate. 


Slate  Stage  Shows 

Dallas — Roadshows  on  Elm  Street  dur- 
ing the  holiday  season  will  include  “Polies 
Bergere  of  1941”  starting  Tuesday,  De- 
cember 24,  at  the  Majestic,  to  be  followed 
January  3 and  4 with  Katharine  Hepburn 
on  the  Melba  stage  in  “The  Philadelphia 
Story.”  Several  minor  revues  and  stage 
attractions  were  to  be  spotted  about  over 
town  during  the  Yuletide  Week. 


Bride  for  Strange 

Gordon,  Ga. — Edgar  D.  Strange  was 
married  here  last  Sunday  to  Miss  Pau- 
line Lee.  Strange  is  manager  of  the  Jewell 
and  Dixie  theatres  of  Gordon  and  Jef- 
fersonville. The  couple  will  reside  here. 


Abrams  Operating  Lumpkin 

Lumpkin,  Ga. — The  Lumpkin  is  now  be- 
ing operated  by  Herman  Abrams  of  At- 
lanta, who  acquired  the  house  recently 
from  Cowart  & Shingler. 


The  Queen  Feature  Serwiee,  Ine.  I 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplias  ; j 
1913%  Slorris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665  ^ 

BIRMINGHAM.  ALA.  f 


/ Check  this  NOW! 

During  these  cold  winter  months  odors  are  more  noticeable  and 
likely  to  be  present  in  your  theatre.  Avoid  letting  this  lower 
your  profits  — install  a simple  KOZONO  outfit  and  you  will  be 
assured  that  ALL  odors  will  be  ELIMINATED. 

Write  Today  for  Complete  Details 

THE  KOZONO  COMPANY 

123-B  Trade  Street  Charlotte,  N.  C. 
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gECAUSE  of  improved  business  conditions 
and  increased  attendances,  Manager 
Ermel  Holder  announces  that  the  Pine 
Theatre  at  Dierks  will  resume  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  night  shows. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Hot  Springs 
Rotary  Club,  W.  Clyde  Smith,  Malco  man- 
ager, was  unanimously  elected  to  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Tri-State  Hospital  for 
Crippled  Adults  at  Memphis. 

Joe  Taber,  employed  by  the  New  Thea- 
tre at  England,  was  the  winner  of  a new 
1941  Ford  sedan,  awarded  by  52  England 
Cooperative  Merchants,  last  Wednesday. 

A special  film  was  screened  at  the 
Rialto,  North  Little  Rock,  Saturday  morn- 
ing for  the  benefit  of  the  Goodfellows  Club. 
Price  of  admittance  was  canned  goods, 
toys,  and  other  articles  to  be  used  for  the 
needy  on  Christmas  ...  A Toy  Matinee 
was  held  at  the  Imperial,  Marianna,  Mon- 
day afternoon.  The  toys  will  be  given  to 
underprivileged  children  at  Christmas 
time. 

R,  M,  Schott  Organizes 
Okay  Pictures  Firm 

Dallas — R.  M.  Schott  has  closed  out  the 
business  of  Texas  Film  Co.,  opened  here 
last  year  with  Pat  Garyn,  and  has  inaug- 
urated in  its  stead  the  Okay  Pictures  Co. 
which  he  is  conducting  alone.  He  is  main- 
taining the  same  exchange  location  at 
302  y2  S.  Harwood  St. 


Confer  on  Mulkey 

Dallas — Homer  Mulkey,  the  well-known 
Clarendon  exhibitor  and  one  of  the  oldest 
in  service  in  Texas,  continues  his  stay 
at  the  Methodist  Hospital,  Room  346,  in 
Ft.  Worth.  Doctors  were  in  consultation 
on  whether  or  not  to  perform  an  opera- 
tion. While  in  the  medical  center  Homer 
observed  another  birthday  and  received 
over  200  greetings  from  over  a wide  area. 


"GWTW"  Back  fan.  17 

Dallas — “Gone  With  the  Wind”  will  be 
released  for  the  second  time  in  the  Texas 
territory  starting  about  January  17,  LeRoy 
Bickel,  local  branch  manager,  said  Wed- 
nesday. The  production  will  be  shown 
for  40  cents  at  matinees  and  55  cents  at 
nights,  including  tax,  he  said. 


Car  Giveaway 

Dallas — A shiny  new  car  in  the  lobby 
of  the  Majestic  here  goes  Monday  to  the 
lucky  person.  Patrons  of  the  Palace, 
Tower,  Rialto  and  Majestic  were  eligible. 
In  the  neighborhood  houses  electric  trains, 
of  the  type  for  which  fans  usually  build 
a special  house  or  room,  were  given  away. 


Thugs  Rob  Texas  Theatre 

Haskell,  Tex. — The  Texas  Theatre  safe 
was  looted  of  approximately  $85  in  cur- 
rency by  midnight  marauders  who  blasted 
open  the  strong-box  with  nitroglycerin. 
The  thugs  were  believed  to  have  gained 
entrance  to  the  house  through  a rear 
door,  then  ripped  tapestries  from  the  walls 
to  muffle  the  sound  of  the  explosion. 


Ciancolo  Signs  Altec 
Memphis,  Tenn. — A new  sound  system 
has  been  installed  in  Mike  Ciancolo’s  New 
Luciann  Theatre  by  Altec  here. 


Oklahoma  Convenlion 
Is  Well  Attended 

(Continued  from  page  113) 
our  relations  with  exhibitors  under  the 
consent  decree. 

“We  have  decided  on  one  policy  and 
that  is  that  we  are  going  to  make  a record 
of  not  having  a single  request  for  arbitra- 
tion filed  against  our  company  by  any  ex- 
hibitor at  any  time  under  the  decree.” 

On  Markets 

Richey  also  spoke  at  length  on  future 
trends  in  exhibition  and  the  picture  indus- 
try in  general. 

“The  losses  of  foreign  markets  cannot 
be  shouldered  onto  the  American  exhibi- 
tor,” he  stated,  “And  we  cannot  attempt 
to  get  the  money  back  by  reducing  the 
quality  of  our  product.  There  must  be 
some  new  avenue  of  revenue  opened  up  to 
absorb  these  losses.  Perhaps  it  will  be 
something  along  the  order  of  the  ‘Boom 
Town’  plan  or  it  may  be  extended  playing 
time  or  increased  admission  prices — I do 
not  know  which.  But  something  will  have 
to  be  worked  out  and  I know  the  distribu- 
tors and  exhibitors  will  get  together  in 
getting  this  done. 

“I  do  not  believe  that  increased  admis- 
sion prices  can  come  except  where  pic- 
tures have  been  pre-tested  as  we  did  with 
‘Boom  Town.’  If  increased  playing  time 
comes  the  deal  will  have  to  be  made  with 
the  original  contract  not  as  a separate  deal. 
When  the  deal  is  made  we  will  find  it  to 
advantage  to  anticipate  that  extra  day. 

“There  is  something  else  that  we  have 
overlooked  too  long  and  that  is  our  per- 
sonal criticisms  of  the  industry  and  its 
pictures  to  others  within  the  industry  and 
to  outsiders.  We  seldom  realize  the  tre- 
mendous harm  that  is  done  when  our  an- 
swer to  a request  for  an  opinion  on  a pic- 
ture is — ‘It’s  Lousy!’ 

“We’re  hurting  ourselves  when  we  knock 
our  business  to  the  public.  I know  of  no 
other  business  in  which  the  retailer  knocks 
the  product  he  is  selling.  I know  that  too 
few  of  us  realize  we  are  offering  the  pub- 
lic its  greatest  entertainment  bargain — 
think  of  what  we  are  today  offering  the 
public  for  as  little  as  eight  to  ten  cents  an 
hour! 

“The  public  likes  the  movies  whether  we 
think  they  are  good  or  bad.  We  have  be- 
come careless  of  the  wonders  of  the  whole 
thing.  The  best  resolution  you  could  pass 
would  be  to  do  away  with  all  criticism  of 
ourselves  as  far  as  the  public  is  concerned. 
Our  enthusiasm  for  ourselves  should  be  our 
one  big  interest.  It  should  become  infec- 
tious. 

“Good  times  are  very  close  at  hand  if  we 
do  the  best  job  we  know  how.  All  of  the 
industry  can  come  through  this  emergency 
with  flying  colors.  Theatre  owners  them- 
selves have  full  confidence  and  are  doing 
their  share.  There  has  never  been  a time 
when  the  public  was  more  receptive  to 
amusement  than  today!” 

Word  From  Ascap 

F.  H.  Hemby  of  Texas,  regional  repre- 
sentative of  Ascap,  spoke  briefly  on  the 
history  of  his  organization  and  its  present 
position  in  its  competition  with  BMI. 

He  asked  that  exhibitors  report  any  dis- 
criminations they  know  about  and  prom- 
ised immediate  remedy  of  any  such 
situations. 

“We  want  no  discriminations,”  he  said, 
“When  we  hear  about  it  we  will  imme- 
diately remedy  the  situation.  Ascap  will 
never  forget  the  theatremen  because  they 
have  always  cooperated  with  us  in  working 
out  our  mutual  problems.” 

L.  C.  Griffith  of  the  Griffith  Amusement 


P.  ISCHY,  Paramount  projectionist,  shot 
himself  five-  and  nine-point  does  on 
that  recent  deer-hunting  jaunt  up  to 
Mason  coimty  . . . Manager  Bill  Heliums’ 
Friday  the  13th  Jinx  Midnight  Show  at 
the  Capitol  brought  “The  Cat  and  the 
Canary”  and  “Black  Friday”  before  a full 
house. 

Interstate  coupon  books  in  $1,  $2.50  and 
$5  denominations  are  going  great  guns 
here  in  town,  but  nobody  will  tell  how 
many  he’s  sold  . . . The  Paramount  is 
closing  out  Constance  Bennett  cosmetics 
for  15c  per  item,  according  to  local  news- 
paper ads  . . . Mary  Murchison,  the  Inter- 
state P.  B.  X.’er,  hobbling  to  work  on  that 
sprained  ankle. 

Flu  is  rife  among  local  theatre  employes 
. . . Helen  Evans,  cage  girl  at  the  State, 
is  on  the  sick  list  . . . And  that  goes  for 
Travis  Mills,  Benny  Kubala  and  Betty 
Waite,  all  of  the  Paramount  staff  . . . 
The  scheduled  steak  fry  on  top  of  Mount 
Bonnell  was  called  off  on  account  of  in- 
clement weather. 

Bobbye  Meredith,  the  sweetheart  of  Aus- 
tin Interstate,  has  moved  again  . . . Lena 
and  Earl  Podolnick  (he’s  the  manager  of 
the  State)  have  shuffled  off  to  California 
for  the  Christmas  holiday?  . . . ‘‘Lost 
Horizon”  played  a return  engagement  at 
the  Capitol  and  was  tops. 

Stanley  Fisher,  chief  of  service  out  at 
the  Varsity,  came  back  from  his  hunting 
trip  but  had  nothing  to  show  for  it  . . . 
Diaz  Callahan  jr.,  of  the  same  theatre,  has 
returned  from  that  sojourn  in  Ole  Mexico 
. . . Austin’s  Catholic  sisters  and  priests 
were  guests  of  the  Varsity  for  a special 
screening  of  “Knute  Rockne — All  Ameri- 
can.” 

Ruth  Lewis,  the  Austin  American- 
Statesman’s  ace  amusements  editor,  praised 
the  Curtain  Club  production  of  ‘‘Manana 
Is  Another  Day,”  by  Theodore  Apstein  and 
Dwight  Morris,  to  the  skies.  She  thinks 
the  play,  which  had  its  world  premiere 
in  Austin,  would  go  great  guns  in  film 
. . . Reviewer  Aiiita  Cook  of  the  Austin 
Daily  Tribune  shared  Miss  Lewis’  views. 


Company  and  chief  barker  of  the  local  Va- 
riety Club  spoke  briefly  as  he  extended  an 
invitation  to  attend  a special  open  house 
party  following  adjournment. 

Clarence  Poos  of  the  Confectionery 
Cabinet  Corporation,  Messrs.  Mclnaney 
and  Devine  of  Alexander  Film  Corp.  and 
Don  Davis  of  RCA  also  spoke  briefly.  P.  A. 
“Pop”  Warner  of  the  Manley  Popcorn  Ma- 
chine Co.  was  introduced. 

Loewenstein  Reminds 

In  opening  the  convention  Loewenstein 
observed  that  if  the  MPTOA’s  ten  points 
had  been  accepted  by  the  industry  there 
would  have  been  no  consent  decree.  He 
predicted  a shortage  of  product  that  would 
make  it  necessary  for  full  five  purchases. 

Leonard  White,  secretary-treasurer  pre- 
sented the  minutes  of  the  previous  conven- 
tion June  26,  1939,  which  were  adopted  and 
reported  on  two  board  meetings  held  since 
that  time,  those  of  August  2,  1939  and  No- 
vember 18,  1940. 

The  convention  voted  a resolution  com- 
mending the  good  work  of  the  late 
Charles  Zears  who  served  as  association 
secretary  for  a number  of  years. 

D.  I.  Johnson,  industry  attorney,  com- 
mented that  anytime  the  government  at- 
tempted to  run  any  branch  of  industry 
that  branch  could  expect  trouble  and 
plenty  of  it. 
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"Thief  of  Bagdad"  a 
Reserved  Seat  Show 

Toronto — For  the  Canadian  premiere 
of  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad”  at  the  Elgin, 
Ottawa,  Manager  Lloyd  Mills  arranged 
a reserved-seat  performance  December  23 
for  which  he  fixed  a “minimum”  ad- 
mission scale  of  $2  and  $2.50,  with  larger 
amounts  acceptable  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  total  proceeds  were  to  be  turned  over 
to  the  Mayor’s  relief  fund  for  bombing 
victims  in  England.  Among  those  who 
accepted  invitations  to  attend  were  His 
Excellency,  Lord  Athlone,  Governor-Gen- 
eral of  Canada,  and  H.  R.  H.  Princess 
Alice. 

High-ranking  officers  of  the  Royal  Ca- 
nadian Air  Force  were  among  the  in- 
vited guests  at  the  formal  dinner  of  the 
Toronto  Flying  Club  which  immediately 
preceded  their  attendance  at  the  open- 
ing performance  of  “Flight  Command”  at 
Toronto  Loew’s  which  was  held  in  con- 
junction with  the  premieres  in  other  cities 
of  the  Western  Hemisphere.  The  guest 
speaker  at  the  dinner  was  Air  Marshal 
William  A.  Bishop,  Canadian  air  ace  of 
the  Allied  Forces  in  the  First  Great  War 
who  won  the  Victoria  Cross  and  many 
other  decorations  of  different  countries 
for  aerial  achievements.  The  date  of  the 
film  opening  coincided  with  the  37th  an- 
niversary of  the  first  flight  by  heavier- 
than-air  machines  and  the  first  anni- 
versary of  the  establishment  of  the  Em- 
pire Air  Ti’aining  organization  in  the 
Dominion.  U.  S.  army  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Joint  Defense  Board  of  the 
U.  S.  and  Canada  were  included  in  the 
guest  list. 


Handbill  Distribution 
Halted  in  Windsor 

Toronto — The  board  of  police  com- 
missioners of  Windsor,  Ont.,  has  passed 
a by-law  prohibiting  the  door-to-door  dis- 
tribution of  handbills  or  heralds  or  the 
placing  of  any  advertising  accessories  in 
any  parked  vehicles  along  the  streets  of 
that  city. 

The  holding  of  raffles,  lotteries  and 
games  of  chance  in  any  form  and  the 
use  of  gambling  slot  machines  has  been 
prohibited  in  the  City  of  Hull.  Bingo 
games  no  longer  would  be  tolerated,  it 
was  officially  announced.  Hull,  formerly 
wide  open,  has  two  theatres,  including  the 
Cartier,  a Famous  Players’  house. 


Boxing  Day  Observance 
Getting  Legalization 

Toronto — Various  municipalities  of  On- 
tario are  passing  local  ordinances  to  le- 
galize the  observance  of  Thursday,  De- 
cember 26,  as  a holiday,  Boxing  Day. 
Civic  proclamations  make  it  possible  for 
banks  and  other  institutions  to  close  for 
the  day,  as  well  as  stores.  The  latest  to 
take  the  official  step  were  the  city  of  Ot- 
tawa and  the  town  of  Listowel. 


Rankin  in  Wallaceburg 

Wallaceburg,  Ont.  — Harland  Rankin, 
manager  of  the  Plaza  in  Tilbury,  has  tak- 
en over  the  management  of  the  new  500- 
seat  Alexander  here. 
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Picture  Pioneers 
Hold  Accounting 

Toronto — A meeting  of  the  executives 
of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers,  with 
President  Clair  Hague  in  the  chair,  was 
held  when  accounts  and  other  details 
of  the  recent  Toronto  Rodeo  were  cleaned 
up.  The  sum  of  £5,000  has  already  been 
cabled  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London 
for  the  relief  of  bombing  victims  as  a 
result  of  this  benefit  for  which  Gene 
Autry  made  personal  appearances  at 
his  own  expense.  Arrangements  were 
made  to  have  the  Pioneers'  press  pub- 
licity handled  through  Tom  Daley,  man- 
ager of  the  Toronto  Imperial,  who  has 
been  appointed  chairman  of  the  pub- 
licity committee. 
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"TOO  many  holidays  are  detrimental  to 

* Saskatoon,”  J.  Dyer,  a wholesaler,  said 
during  a discussion  of  half  and  full  holi- 
days at  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
there.  A representative  of  the  Retail  Mer- 
chants’ Ass’n  said  he  thought  that  the 
Board  should  be  consulted  by  the  city 
council  when  that  body  was  considering 
the  declaration  of  holidays. 

Hockey  games,  now  in  full  swing,  are 
not  affecting  show  business  to  any  great 
extent,  managers  report.  Boxoffices,  they 
say,  are  more  apt  to  feel  the  hockey  com- 
petition in  February  and  March  when  the 
playoffs  are  being  held. 

Charles  Baird,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Capitol,  Regina,  was  on  the  sick  list  with 
the  flu. 

City  council  at  Prince  Albert,  Sask.,  has 
passed  a bylaw  providing  for  a civic  holi- 
day on  Boxing  Day,  December  26. 

Children  of  the  Maple  Creek  district 
were  guests  of  the  Grand  'Theatre  man- 
agement at  a free  show  on  a recent  Sat- 
urday afternoon  to  celebrate  the  arrival 
in  the  town  of  Santa  Claus. 

Indian  Head  News  Christmas  cheer 
fund  benefited  when  the  management  of 
the  Aud  donated  the  use  of  the  house  to 
the  Indian  Head  Citizens’  Band  on  a re- 
cent Sunday  night  for  a band  concert. 
Proceeds  went  to  the  fund. 

J.  Duane  McKenzie,  manager  of  the 
Orpheum,  Estevan,  was  a recent  business 
visitor  to  Winnipeg. 

Christmas  gift  books  of  theatre  tickets 
are  again  being  offered  by  Famous  Players 
houses  across  Canada.  Books  are  being  ad- 
vertised in  F-P  houses  with  trailers. 

Charles  Krupp,  Winnipeg,  was  a recent 
Regina  visitor  on  his  way  to  Radville, 
Sask.,  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  Herbert 
Reetz,  exhibitor. 

Following  the  custom  of  the  past  four 
or  five  years,  Regina,  will  observe  Boxing 
Day,  December  26,  as  a civic  holiday.  City 
Council  decided  against  stores  in  the  city 
staying  open  on  the  Wednesday  afternoon 
preceding  Christmas  which,  under  a civic 
ruling,  is  half  a holiday. 

Merchants  in  Prince  Albert  will  observe 
Boxing  Day,  and  it  is  expected  the  City 
Council  will  pass  a by-law  calling  a holi- 
day for  the  whole  city  . . . The  City  Coun- 
cil at  Saskatoon  gave  a third  reading 
to  a by-law  making  Boxing  Day  a civic 
holiday. 


Hamilton  Theatremen 
Forming  Association 


Toronto- — Steps  have  been  taken  to  or- 
ganize a theatre  managers  co-operative 
group  at  Hamilton,  Ont.,  similar  to  the 
London  Theatre  Managers  Ass’n  which 
has  already  done  effective  community 
work  in  the  raising  of  funds  for  patriotic 
purposes  through  concerts  and  stunt  fea- 
tures. The  Hamilton  move  is  in  line  with 
the  recommendation  that  local  associations 
of  exhibitors  should  be  established  in  all 
cities  and  towns  of  the  Dominion,  where 
there  are  a sufficient  number  of  theatres, 
to  carry  on  patriotic  work,  both  indepen- 
dently and  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Motion  Picture  War  Services  Committee 
of  which  N.  L,  Nathanson  is  general  chair- 
man. 

The  creation  of  an  association  in  Ham- 
ilton, where  there  are  20  theatres,  will 
have  the  official  encouragement  of  the 
large  chain  companies  and  every  means 
will  be  taken  to  insure  complete  co-opera- 
tion between  chain  and  independent 
houses  for  the  sake  of  the  common  cause. 
In  the  case  of  the  London  Association, 
which  ably  assisted  in  the  sale  of  admis- 
sion tickets  for  the  patriotic  rodeo,  the 
chairman  is  W.  K.  Trudell,  manager  of  a 
chain  house,  while  the  secretary  is  Jack 
Whitehouse,  manager  of  an  independent 
theatre. 

Organization  work  has  already  com- 
menced for  the  staging  of  a rodeo  in  Van- 
couver, B.  C.,  under  the  direct  auspices  of 
local  theatre  managers  and  the  sponsor- 
ship of  the  Motion  Picture  War  Services 
Committee  which  is  a branch  of  the  Ca- 
nadian Picture  Pioneers  for  the  handling 
of  war  charity  projects.  This  will  insure 
the  organization  of  a managers’  associ- 
ation in  Vancouver. 


Gloria  Jean  at  Beneiit 
Concert  in  Toronto 

Toronto — Gloria  Jean,  Universal’s  youth- 
ful songstress,  came  to  town  and  covered 
everything  from  the  waterfront  to  the 
hills  beyond  Toronto.  Accompanied  by 
her  mother  and  younger  sister,  Gloria  ap- 
peared as  the  headliner  in  a benefit  con- 
cert for  the  Christmas  Cheer  Fund  for 
needy  children  which  resulted  in  the  rais- 
ing of  more  than  $10,000.  Gloria  lost  a 
locket,  handkerchief  and  other  articles 
when  they  were  “seized”  for  the  charity 
auction  in  the  Eaton  Hall  while,  other- 
wise, she  made  personal  appearances  be- 
fore the  airmen  and  soldiers  of  the  Cana- 
dian Army,  visited  all  the  places  of  in- 
terest including  the  Royal  Museum  and 
met  all  the  folks  in  the  Toronto  film 
trade  colony. 

This  was  her  second  visit  to  Toronto, 
her  previous  trip  being  for  the  premiere 
of  “The  Underpup”  a few  days  after  the 
outbreak  of  war  in  September,  1939,  when 
she  donated  her  $1,000  appearance  money 
to  war  charities.  After  her  latest  appear- 
ance she  left  for  Hollywood  to  resume 
work  in  front  of  the  cameras. 


Appeal  Dismissed 

Toronto — The  court  of  appeal  has  dis- 
missed the  appeal  of  Mrs.  S.  H.  Falk  from 
the  judgment  of  Justice  McFarland  dis- 
missing Mrs.  Falk’s  action  against  Ray 
Lewis,  publisher  of  the  Digest,  for  alleged 
libel. 
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Film  Board  Canada's, 
Is  Grierson  Belief 


Toronto — During  a brief  stay  in  To- 
ronto for  a broadcast  discussion  on  the 
future  of  democracy  over  the  Canadian 
network,  John  Grierson  of  London,  Eng- 
land, gave  his  reasons  for  resigning  from 
the  post  of  Canadian  film  commissioner 
to  which  he  was  appointed  one  year  ago. 

Declaring  that  the  national  film  board 
had  now  reached  the  pioint  “where  we 
have  made  a success  of  it,”  Grierson  as- 
serted that  “I  feel  that  the  board  should 
be  run  by  Canadians  and  not  by  out- 
siders.” His  job  in  Canada  had  been  to 
establish  a central  board  for  the  produc- 
tion and  distribution  of  films. 

Grierson  will  step  out  of  office  in  Jan- 
uary, following  the  return  to  Canada  of 
Hon.  J.  A.  MacKinnon,  minister  of  trade 
and  commerce,  who  is  now  on  a tour  of 
Central  and  South  America  at  the  head  of 
a Canadian  trade  mission.  It  is  under- 
stood that  Grierson  will  return  to  England 
as  soon  as  his  successor  is  named. 

It  was  announced  recently  that  J.  D. 
Davidson  of  London,  a producer  of  short 
subjects  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Em- 
pire marketing  board  and  the  general  post 
office  film  unit,  was  coming  to  the  Do- 
minion to  be  associated  with  Grierson  in 
the  national  film  board.  There  is  now 
some  question  as  to  whether  Davidson  will 
take  up  his  proposed  duties  in  the  light 
of  developments.  The  statement  by  Grier- 
son that  the  board  should  be  run  by  Ca- 
nadians puts  an  end  to  the  thought  that 
Davidson  would  be  schooled  to  succeed 
Grierson  as  the  commissioner  of  the 
board,  which  was  authorized  by  Act  of 
Parliament  in  the  spring  of  1939  and  es- 
tablished shortly  after  the  outbreak  of 
war. 

“Grierson  has  done  a splendid  job,”  de- 
clared Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  president  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Distributors  of  Can- 
ada, in  commenting  on  the  resignation  of 
the  Londoner,  pointing  out  that  he  had 
accomplished  a great  deal  for  the  pro- 
duction of  films  in  Canada.  Col.  Cooper 
served  as  acting  film  commissioner  for 
three  months  last  winter,  without  salary, 
during  the  absence  of  Grierson  on  a trip 
to  Australia.  There  has  been  no  sugges- 
tion that  Col.  Cooper  is  in  line  for  ap- 
pointment as  permanent  commissioner  be- 
cause he  has  much  to  do  as  head  of  the 
distributor  organization  in  the  Dominion 
and  as  Ontario  president  of  the  Canadian 
Red  Cross,  but  there  would  be  no  better 
Canadian  for  the  government  post  if  he 
would  take  it.  Col.  Cooper  will  probably 
have  the  opportunity  to  decline  the  ap- 
pointment in  due  course. 
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Their  Influence 
Strong  Here 

Moose  Jaw,  Sask. — A British  training 
field  is  in  full  swing  a few  miles  from 
here,  and  W.  J.  Passmore  of  the  Royal 
Theatre  says  that  under  their  influence 
"even  our  employes  ore  beginning  to  use 
English  accents.”  He  continues;  "The  air 
is  full  of  planes  all  day  long,  and  brisk 
young  gentlemen,  courteous  and  well- 
behaved,  patronize  every  city  theatre. 
We  are  very  proud  of  our  English  visitors, 
and  proud  of  our  sterling  British 
heritage." 


VS-  - ■ 0 


QHARLIE  CHAPLIN’S  “The  Great  Dicta- 
tor,” here  at  $1  top,  drew  a most  dis- 
appointing response  from  the  Calgary  pub- 
lic ..  . Alexander  Metcalfe  has  joined  the 
staff  of  Empire-Universal  as  a salesman 
. . . Special  screening  of  “Pastor  Hall”  held 
for  the  Ministerial  Ass’n  prior  to  its  pub- 
lic exhibition,  drew  favorable  comment 
from  the  clergy  attending. 

Joe  Nathanson,  for  Regal  Films,  and 
Jack  Cohen,  for  Columbia,  are  now  work- 
ing the  Calgary  territory  and  finding  out 
its  extensive  boundaries.  It’s  hard  work 
for  the  newcomers  getting  over  the  dirt 
roads  these  wintry  days. 

Recent  visitors  to  Calgary  from  eastern 
headquarters:  Wolfe  Cohen,  Warner  gen- 
eral manager;  Gordon  Lightstone,  general 
sales  manager  for  Regal  Films,  and  Joe 
Collard,  traveling  auditor  with  Regal. 


Bombing  Victims  Relief 
Fund  Is  Increased 

Toronto — The  Lord  Mayor’s  Fund  for 
the  relief  of  bombing  victims  in  England, 
sponsored  by  the  Toronto  Telegram,  has 
been  increased  to  the  extent  of  $520  as 
a co-operative  donation  from  a group  of 
moving  picture  executives  who  decided 
on  this  form  of  charity  for  air  raid  un- 
fortunates instead  of  spending  the  money 
for  Christmas  gifts.  Those  responsible 
for  this  patriotic  gesture  comprise  O.  R. 
Hanson,  president  of  Empire-Universal- 
Films,  Ltd.;  Louis  Rosenfeld,  general  man- 
ager of  Columbia  Pictures  of  Canada, 
Ltd.;  Charles  F.  Mavety,  president  of  the 
Mavety  Film  Delivery  Service;  Arthur  A. 
Lee,  former  GB  Pictures  representative  in 
New  York  City;  Pete  Barnes  of  the  Cana- 
dian Foto-Nite  Corporation,  and  Mrs.  O.  R. 
Hanson. 

In  making  this  combined  contribution 
to  the  cause,  this  group  sent  a cover- 
ing letter  which  explained,  in  part:  “This 
represents  money  that  would  ordinarily 
have  been  spent  for  an  exchange  of 
Christmas  presents  between  friends  who 
decided  this  year  to  adopt  this  plan  of 
sending  money  to  the  air  raid  victims.” 

Auction  by  Rappaport 

Another  substantial  contribution  from 
the  theatre  industry  was  $237,  from  Abe 
Rappaport,  owner  of  the  Hollywood  at 
Campbellford,  Ont.,  as  the  gross  proceeds 
from  a patriotic  auction  which  was  con- 
ducted in  the  theatre  by  a licensed  auc- 
tioneer who  donated  his  services.  The 
merchants  of  Campbellford,  a town  of 
2,800  population,  donated  the  merchandise 
prizes  for  the  auction  which  was  ad- 


Music  Fees  Hearing 
Will  Be  on  Feb.  17 

Toronto  — 'The  adjourned  hearing  of 
the  copyright  appeal  board  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  secretary  of  state  has  been 
fixed  for  February  17  at  Ottawa  when 
further  consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
schedule  of  fees  to  be  imposed  in  1941 
on  music  users  by  the  Canadian  Perform- 
ing Right  Society  of  which  H.  T.  Jamie- 
son is  president.  The  contentious  matter 
largely  centers  aroimd  the  tax  to  be  im- 
posed for  broadcasting  and,  in  this  con- 
nection, announcement  is  made  of  the  or- 
ganization in  the  Dominion  of  Broadcast 
Music  (Canada)  Incorporated,  an  affili- 
ate of  the  B.  M.  I.  in  the  United  States, 
which  has  been  set  up  in  opposition  to 
the  Canadian  Society.  The  question  has 
been  raised  as  to  the  possibility  of  the 
Canadian  B.  M.  I.  fixing  a score  charge 
or  royalty  for  the  use  of  its  compositions 
in  theatres  similar  to  the  license  fees  col- 
lected by  the  Canadian  Performing  Right 
Society. 

B.  M.  I.  has  already  set  up  a schedule 
of  moderate  fees  for  broadcasting  privi- 
leges, the  largest  Provincial  quota  being 
$5,021  for  Ontario  radio  stations  and 
$4,398  for  those  in  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec. On  the  other  hand,  the  original  So- 
ciety proposes  to  collect  at  the  rate  of 
14c  for  each  receiving  set  and  an  addi- 
tional amount  of  $22,400  on  the  basis  of 
$7  for  each  of  3,200  receiving  sets  used 
publicly,  the  total  charge  to  be  distributed 
among  radio  stations  of  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corp.  and  the  Canadian  As- 
sociation of  Broadcasters,  the  latter  repre- 
senting independent  stations. 

Under  the  1941  plan,  a theatre  using  a 
radio  for  special  events  or  programs  can 
be  charged  an  additional  fee  of  $7  for  a 
public  receiving  set  by  the  Society.  The 
theatre  fees  for  1941  for  the  use  of  com- 
positions controlled  by  the  Society  range 
from  15  cents  per  seat  for  theatres  having 
1,600  or  more  seats;  12  cents  from  801  to 
1,599  seats;  10  cents  per  seat  for  theatres 
having  800  seats  and  under,  and  5 cents 
per  seat  for  theatres  operating  three  days 
or  less  per  week,  the  minimum  annual 
license  fee  to  be  $10.  The  Society  has  also 
proposed  to  collect  a yearly  fee  for  the 
use  of  mechanical  musical  instruments 
and,  under  the  broad  definition  of  the 
latter,  the  sound  system  of  a theatre 
could  be  included  under  this  classification 
because  it  is  used  for  public  perform- 
ances. The  Society’s  proposed  license  fees 
for  broadcasters  have  been  given  a boost 
from  the  total  amount  of  $83,081.22  pre- 
viously collected  from  stations  in  the 
Dominion. 


Improves  the  Royal 

Moose  Jaw,  Sask. — W.  J.  Passmore  is 
installing  new  projection  equipment  in  the 
Royal  here.  He  also  is  putting  in  new 
chairs  and  carpets,  aiming  the  windup  of 
the  improvement  program  at  January  1. 


vertised  without  cost  by  Rappaport  and 
the  theatre  was  crowded  for  the  “sale.” 
Rappaport  even  sold  tickets  for  the  event 
to  executives  and  employes  of  the  film 
exchanges  during  a recent  visit  to  To- 
ronto. Rappaport  has  issued  a challenge 
to  other  exhibitors  in  Canada  to  surpass 
the  Campbellford  showing  in  the  staging 
of  similar  stunts  in  aid  of  the  bombing 
victims. 
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Hils  Import  Ban  on 
Music  Instruments 


Toronto — The  recent  decision  of  the 
Dominion  government  to  place  a ban  on 
the  importation  of  musical  instruments 
from  the  United  States  and  other  foreign 
countries  will  lead  to  an  acute  shortage  of 
equipment  for  theatre  musicians,  dance 
bands  and  soloists,  according  to  Walter 
M.  Murdoch,  president  of  the  Toronto 
Musical  Protective  Ass’n,  who  has  asked 
the  department  of  finance  to  ease  the  re- 
striction on  the  ground  that  instruments 
cannot  be  classed  as  luxuries  as  they  are 
the  working  tools  of  many  persons. 

Murdoch  declared  that  it  was  impossible 
to  import  musical  instruments  from  Great 
Britain  because  of  the  war  conditions  and 
the  organization  of  many  military  bands. 
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TOKOMTO 

M.  DEVANEY,  general  manager  of 
RKO  Distributing  Corp.  of  Canada,  Ltd., 
has  been  honored  by  appointment  as  na- 
tional captain  of  the  Ned  Depinet  Sales 
Drive  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
from  January  25  to  May  10  and  will  leave 
for  New  York  City  immediately  after  the 
New  Year  to  take  over  his  duties  which 
will  entail  his  absence  from  Toronto  for 
approximately  four  months.  During  this 
period  the  acting  general  manager  will 
be  Mark  Plottel  who  became  Toronto 
branch  manager  some  months  ago. 
Devaney  was  recently  in  New  York  for 
a few  days,  to  make  preliminary  ar- 
rangements. 

Dave  Rubin,  manager  of  the  Westdale, 
an  Allen  cireuit  house  in  Hamilton,  has 
enlisted  as  a petty  officer  in  the  Royal 
Canadian  Navy.  Previous  to  going  to 
Hamilton,  Rubin  was  a theatre  manager 
in  Ottawa, 

Ailing  List:  Sickness  has  struck  a 
number  of  Toronto  film  executives.  Presi- 
dent A.  J.  Laurie  of  Esquire  Films,  Ltd., 
is  confined  to  his  room  in  the  Walsing- 
ham  Hotel  with  a severe  attack  of  influ- 
enza following  a business  trip  to  Montreal 
and  St.  John.  Harold  Pfaff,  Toronto 
branch  manager  of  Paramount  Film  Ser- 
vice, has  been  ill  at  home.  E.  H.  Wells, 
national  secretary  of  the  Film  Boards  of 
Trade  of  Canada,  was  a temporary  cas- 
ualty as  the  result  of  hip  injuries  received 
in  a fall  on  an  icy  pavement.  H.  S. 
Dahn,  general  manager  of  Consolidated 
Theatres  Ass’n,  is  back  at  his  office. 

The  engagement  was  announced  at  a 
dinner  party  in  the  Royal  York  Hotel, 
Toronto,  of  George  Oullahan,  assistant 
general  manager  of  Sovereign  Film  Dis- 
tributors, to  Miss  Beth  Bottomley , popu- 
lar young  lady  of  the  motion  picture  busi- 
ness. Gordon  Wilson  of  the  contract  de- 
partment, Empire-Universal  head  office, 
is  a proud  papa  for  the  second  time,  the 
new  arrival  being  a baby  girl. 

Leonard  Lush  of  Wiarton,  Ont.,  has 
been  spending  some  days  in  Toronto  fol- 
lowing the  sale  of  his  Berford  Theatre  to 
Sam  Merlina,  proprietor  of  the  Uptown, 
Orangeville,  Ont.,  which  will  be  managed 
by  his  brother  James  when  Sam  goes  to 
Wiarton  in  the  New  Year  . . . Henry  L. 
Nathanson,  managing  director  of  Regal 
Films,  and  Gordon  Lightstone,  assistant 
general  manager,  Toronto,  have  returned 
from  a business  visit  in  New  York  City. 

Mrs.  James  Lawson,  mother  of  Hon.  J. 
Earl  Lawson,  K.  C.,  former  member  of 
Parliament,  died  at  her  home  in  Ottawa 
after  a lengthy  illness.  Hon.  Mr.  Law- 
son,  a member  of  the  Canadian  Picture 
Pioneers,  opened  one  of  the  first  suburban 
theatres  in  Toronto. 

Following  a custom  of  years.  Jack  L. 
Hunter,  assistant  general  manager  of 
Paramount  Film  Service,  Toronto,  is 
spending  Christmas  with  the  family  of 
Rt.  Hon.  George  P.  Graham,  member  of 
the  Canadian  Senate  for  years  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Brockville  daily  newspaper. 

Private  W.  A.  McDonnell  of  the  Royal 
Canadian  Corps  of  Signals,  who  was  killed 
in  aji  automobile  accident  near  Barrie, 
Ont.,  was  a brother  of  Raymond  Mc- 
Donnell of  the  Avolie  Theatre  at  Revel- 
stoke  . . . Albert  Glazer,  son  of  Sam 
Glaser,  Toronto  branch  manager  of 
United  Artists  Corp.,  Ltd.,  has  joined  the 
colors. 

Although  heavy  snows  have  impeded 
travel  throughout  Ontario,  visitors  on 


Filmrow  in  Toronto  have  included  Clar- 
ence Marked,  manager  of  two  theatres  in 
Cornwall  in  the  eastern  section  of  the 
Province;  Simon  Meretsky,  owner  of  four 
theatres  at  Windsor  in  western  Ontario, 
and  Jack  Silverthorne,  assistant  mana- 
ger of  Grand,  Sudbury,  in  northern  On- 
tario. 

Gwen  Hague,  talented  daughter  of 
President  Clair  Hague  of  the  Canadian 
Picture  Pioneers,  has  returned  to  Toronto 
for  Christmas  from  New  York  where  she 
is  studying  for  the  opera  under  a scholar- 
ship which  she  won  as  Canadian  cham- 
pion vocalist  in  the  competitions  of  the 
Canadian  National  Exhibition  last  Sep- 
tember. 

Charlie  Mavety,  president  of  Mavety 
Film  Delivery  Service,  has  sustained  the 
loss  of  several  10-gallon  hats  and  a num- 
ber of  cowboy  shirts  and  other  acces- 
sories, which  cannot  be  replaced,  when 
the  articles  were  loaned  for  a dinner  at 
the  Royal  York  Hotel.  They  were  from 
his  Circle  “M”  Ranch  at  Kleinburg,  Ont. 

Lou  Guimond,  exploiteer  of  United  Art- 
ists, has  been  in  Ottawa  and  Montreal 
to  arrange  details  for  the  appearance  of 
Sabu  at  opening  performances  of  ‘‘The 
Thief  of  Bagdad”  in  the  two  cities  as 
well  as  at  the  Uptown  m Toronto  in 
Christmas  week. 

H.  M.  Masters,  general  manager  of  Ca- 
nadian United  Artists,  still  maintained, 
in  latest  reports,  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  would  take  the  appointment 
of  Western  District  sales  director  in  the 
United  States  or  pass  up  the  promotion 
by  remaining  in  Toronto. 

One  of  the  busiest  men  in  Canada  for 
several  days  was  Walter  Kennedy,  ad- 
vertising manager  of  Empire-Universal, 
the  reason  being  the  visit  of  Gloria  Jean, 
juvenile  screen  star.  Gloria  found  time  to 
meet  practically  every  member  of  the  ex- 
change staff. 


WllIMMlilllP>lECG 

^N  ATTEMPT  is  being  made  by  the  bet- 
ter picture  committee  of  Winnipeg 
to  secure  legislation  barring  admission  of 
children  under  the  age  of  14  from  mo- 
tion pictures  classified  as  adult.  This  week 
a representative  of  the  committee  visited 
the  legislative  buildings  looking  for  a pri- 
vate member  to  present  a petition  to  this 
effect  to  the  house.  The  chief  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  getting  legislative  action 
during  the  present  session  is  the  lack  of 
time  as  the  house  will  soon  be  through 
with  its  business. 

The  latest  showing  at  the  previews 
which  Doji  Gauld  is  holding  at  E.  A.  Reta- 
lick’s  Uptown  was  “Arise,  My  Love.”  Due 
to  open  a regular  run  during  Xmas  week 
at  Syl  Gunn’s  Metropolitan,  the  film  was 
very  well  received  at  its  premiere  ...  In 
the  Theatrical  Men’s  bowling  league,  teams 
representing  the  Capitol  and  the  Metropo- 
politan  are  tied  for  first  place. 

Bobby  Smythe,  formerly  head  usher  at 
the  Metropolitan,  has  left  for  Beardmore, 
Ont.,  where  he  is  to  manage  a house.  Kirt 
McComb  has  been  promoted  to  head  usher 
in  Smythe’s  place  . . . Dave  Copeland, 
general  sales  manager  for  Columbia,  left 
for  the  east  after  a brief  visit  in  Winni- 
peg. 


■QNDER  the  management  of  the  commit- 
tee consisting  partly  of  Owen  Bird, 
Paramount:  Len  Plottel,  Columbia;  Ena 
Davie,  20th-Fox:  Charlie  Bakus,  UA.;  and 
R.  J.  Hayter,  Warner,  the  annual  Christmas 
party  of  Filmrow  staffs  was  a grand  suc- 
cess, as  always.  By  the  time  the  turkey 
supper  was  over  and  the  dancing  under 
way,  between  350  and  400  guests  and 
members  came  and  went,  with  the  en- 
thusiasts keeping  up  the  merriment  until 
three  in  the  morning.  The  projectionists 
were  well  represented,  several  independent 
exhibitors  dropped  in  for  a short  time, 
and  Larry  Bearg,  F-P  district  manager, 
made  a short  stay.  The  Filmrow  boys  and 
girls  always  do  it  well. 

“Hudson’s  Bay”  is  to  have  a simultane- 
ous permiere  at  Winnipeg,  Calgary,  Ed- 
monton, Saskatoon,  Vancouver  and  Vic- 
toria on  January  16,  and  will  be  tied  up 
with  promotion  by  the  H.  B.  stores  in 
each  city  where  presented. 

Since  the  absence  of  Eddie  Teel,  Jim 
Patterson  has  been  pinch-hitting  at  the 
booking  desk  in  the  20th  Century-Fox 
office,  with  the  probability  of  a permanent 
booker  being  on  the  job  after  the  first 
of  the  year. 

Harry  Page,  erstwhile  exhibitor  at  the 
Port,  Port  Alberni,  is  coming  back  to  his 
old  job  as  booker  for  UA  and  the  tem- 
porary incumbent.  Max  Raber,  is  going 
east. 

Frank  Sheppard,  who  was  exhibitor  at 
the  Majestic  in  Biggar,  Sask.,  is  to  take 
over  the  management  of  the  Star  at  Arm- 
strong, B.  C. 

Plans  for  the  major  improvements  in 
the  Alma  are  now  being  prepared  in  this 
city  where  closer  toueh  with  local  build- 
ing by-laws  and  conditions  are  possible 
than  if  done  in  Toronto.  Larry  Bearg, 
F-P’s  district  manager,  expects  to  soon 
have  the  all-clear  green  light  burning  . . . 
The  Strand,  Nanaimo,  is  to  be  reseated 
with  chairs  from  another  house  which  has 
been  closed  temporarily . 

Nat  Levant,  Col.;  Ben  Plottel,  E-U;  and 
Jim  Patterson,  Fox,  have  been  putting  in 
some  work  on  the  bowling  alleys  in  pref- 
erence to  strenuous  table-tennis;  the  lat- 
ter is  a collar-wilting  game. 

John  T.  Droy,  one  of  the  familiar  fig- 
ures on  Filmrow,  is  very  proud  of  his  son 
in  the  Canadian  overseas  force,  who  was 
highly  commended  for  services  rendered 
during  a London  air-raid,  where  he  was 
on  leave,  and  doubly  so  as  the  lad  had 
made  no  mention  of  the  incident  in  his 
letters. 

To  fully  appreciate  the  combination  of 
quick  eye,  force  control,  and  fast  step- 
ping, one  merely  has  to  watch  Owen  Bird, 
Fred  Stone,  and  Jack  Brent  in  a warm-up 
at  table-tennis  in  the  recreation  room  of 
Filmrow. 

Jim  Hayworth,  Rialto,  Ladysmith;  Har- 
old Warren,  Port  Alberni;  and  E.  W. 
Bickle,  Courtenay , were  visitors  on  Film- 
row.  The  latter  brought  his  wife,  who 
resolutely  turned  her  head  aside  when 
passing  show-windows,  as  she  consistently 
does  all  her  shopping  in  Courtenay. 

Frank  Gow,  F-P  suburban  theatre  man- 
ager, is  up-country  on  a pre-Xmas  trip 
. . . Victor  Armand,  F-P  technical  expert, 
is  still  in  Vancouver  working  on  the  many 
improvements  projected. 
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"Philadelphia  Story" 
A Spur  in  Louisville 


Albany,  N.  Y. — Here  is  the  front  of  Eddie  Selette’s  Albany  Theatre 
during  the  run  of  “After  Mein  Kampf.”  This  and  the  attendant  promotion 
brought  SRO  business  every  day.  Preceding  the  engagement  a week  in  ad- 
vance, Selette  used  a 40x60,  a trailer,  a stereoptican  slide  on  the  lobby 
wall,  and  an  eight-foot  board  with  newspaper  headlines.  Three  days  in  ad- 
vance 10,000  heralds,  8x13  printed  in  red  ink  on  yellow  paper,  blared  “See” 
copy  at  readers:  “See  persecution.  See  murder.  See  men  who  plot  America’s 
downfall.  See  the  picture  Hitler  fears.”  During  the  run  of  the  picture  20 
large  flags,  representing  as  many  nations,  decorated  the  top  of  the  mar- 
quee, as  did  this  front  of  sandbags,  guns,  shells  and  a dog  decked  out  in 
a German  helmet,  decorate  the  sidewalk.  Boys  in  uniform  stood  guard 
over  the  display. 


Louisville,  Ky. — With  a pre-release 
booking  (one  of  five  cities)  as  a spring- 
board, George  Hunt,  manager  of  Loew’s 
here,  aided  by  Harold  Marshall,  Metro  ex- 
ploiteer,  made  of  “Philadelphia  Story”  a 
magnet  of  publicity. 

A hitherto  conservative  press  responded 
liberally,  leading  merchants  tied  in  with 
cooperative  ads  and  window  displays,  an 
advance  screening  created  ample  word-of- 
mouth  advertising,  an  abundance  of  radio 
advertising  was  employed,  and  trailers, 
bannered  trucks,  special  letters  and  im- 
printed shopping  bags  completed  the  job 
of  making  the  city  “Philadelphia  Story” 
conscious. 

Starting  with  the  advance  screening,  to 
which  newspaper  critics,  radiocasters,  and 
influential  townsmen  were  invited,  news- 
paper space  and  street  publicity  began  to 
be  garnered. 

As  a special  stunt.  Manager  Hunt  in- 
vited one  radio  announcer  and  his  party 
to  dress  as  hobos.  When  the  party  ar- 
rived, the  porter  excitedly  came  running 
to  report  that  a party  of  woodsmen  who 
had  never  seen  talking  pictures  were  at 
the  boxoffice.  A columnist  present  from 
one  of  the  papers  picked  up  this  story  and 
relayed  it  to  his  readers. 

Radio  Widely  Used 

Another  feature  of  the  advance  screen- 
ing was  the  inviting  of  five  debutantes  and 
five  working  girls  as  special  guests,  who  in 
turn  set  up  a stream  of  gossip  among  their 
friends. 

The  press  campaign  itself  included  art 
on  the  fashion  page,  art  and  stories  two 
days  in  advance  of  opening;  mats  and 
stories  furnished  25  papers  in  surrounding 
towns,  and  12  one-inch  teaser  ads  scat- 
tered in  the  Sunday  papers.  The  choice  of 
Louisville  as  one  of  the  five  typically 
American  cities  for  the  pre-release  run  of 
the  film,  was  heavily  plugged  by  the 
papers. 

A restaurant  house  organ,  with  a circu- 
lation of  10,000,  devoted  its  front  page 
two  weeks  in  a row  to  copy  on  the  picture. 

The  radio  as  represented  by  three  sta- 
tions, was  pressed  into  service  quite 
thoroughly  in  marketing  the  film.  On  one 
of  the  stations,  starting  four  days  in  ad- 
vance, plugs  followed  immediately  after 
an  early  evening  news  summary.  On  an- 
other, two  announcements  were  made 
daily,  three  days  in  advance.  On  a third 
station  four  spots  were  used  during  the 
day,  several  days  in  advance. 

A contest  following  a Hollywood  Gossip 
broadcast,  invited  listeners  to  write  in  on 
“How  to  Turn  a Man  Down.”  Best  re- 
sponses brought  tickets  as  prizes. 

Co-op  Ads 

In  conjunction  with  the  broadcasts,  four 
girls,  carrying  portable  radios,  were  sta- 
tioned at  busy  downtown  corners,  to  tune 
in  on  the  plugs,  loudly  enough  for  the 
shopping  throngs  to  hear  quite  distinctly. 

Cooperative  ads  were  obtained  with  a 
leading  men’s  wear  store,  the  ads  featur- 
ing the  male  stars;  a coop  ad  with  a fur 
store  featured  Ruth  Hussey,  and  one  was 


made  with  a candid  camera  shop.  Window 
displays  were  part  of  these  tieups.  A de- 
partment store  displayed  sketches  by 
Adrian  and  stills  of  stars  fashionably 
dressed. 

Other  exploitation  included  the  spot- 
ting of  250  two-color  tack  cards  over  town, 
the  imprinting  of  25,000  shopping  bags 
(provided  by  a drug  store  and  grocery 
chain  in  return  for  several  pairs  of 
passes) ; and  the  bannering  of  news 
agency  trucks  and  the  trucks  of  a cheese 
distributor  handling  Philadelphia  cheese. 

Diary  Sheet  Herald 

Another  special  herald  consisted  of  2,- 
000  diary  sheets,  delivered  by  Postal  boys 
to  all  girls  and  women  in  Louisville  offices. 
The  envelope  containing  the  diary  sheet 
had  a big  “P.  S.  (Confidential)”  in  the 
upper  left  corner.  Copy  was  addressed  to 
“Dear  Diary”  and  continued  to  reveal  the 
confusion  suffered  by  Tracy  Lord.  A 
special  “P.  S.  (Philadelphia  Story)”  con- 
tained a signed  message  from  the  man- 
agement of  Loew’s  predicting  the  picture 
would  be  the  hit  of  ’41. 

A mailing  list  natural  of  1,200  names  of 
playgoers  was  obtained  from  the  Auditor- 
ium management,  and  cards  went  out  to 


these  people  informing  them  the  film  was 
even  more  enjoyable  than  the  play  of  the 
same  name  they  had  recently  seen. 

Trailers  played  up  the  idea  of  Louisville 
having  scored  a scoop  in  having  the  pre- 
release showing  of  the  feature. 

(i  (i 

Song-Writing  Contest 
For  "Tin  Pan  Alley" 

Cleveland — E.  C.  Pearlstein,  director  of 
exploitation  and  publicity  for  local  War- 
ner theatres,  enlisted  the  services  of  the 
editors  of  Ohio  high  school  papers  in  ses- 
sion here  last  week,  to  exploit  "Tin  Pan 
Alley,”  now  at  the  Hippodrome.  He 
staged  a song  writing  contest  in  which 
the  editors  were  invited  to  submit  lyrics 
to  either  old  or  new  songs,  and  a song 
writing  contest  over  WHK.  These  con- 
tests gave  the  picture  plenty  of  publicity 
for  two  weeks  prior  to  the  start  of  the 
engagement. 
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Guests  at  a Launching — 


Members  of  the  U . S.  Navy  Recruiting  Office  attended  the  opening  night’s 
show  of  “Here  Comes  the  Navy,”  that  Warner  re-launched  at  the  St.  Louis 
Theatre  in  St.  Louis.  Flags  promoted  from  the  group  decorated  the  theatre 
and  streets.  All  A-boards  in  town  plugged  the  picture. 


Interview  Students  for 
"Philadelphia  Story" 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — A three-column  fea- 
ture story  was  obtained  by  Lester  Pollock, 
Loew’s  manager,  for  “The  Philadelphia 
Story”  with  a layout  on  the  type  of  mate, 
students  who  had  been  invited  to  a spe- 
cial screening,  desired. 

The  newspaper  took  pictures  of  the  six 
students  (three  boys  and  three  girls)  in- 
terviewed, and  ran  these,  along  with  their 
answers. 


Star  for  a Day 

Des  Moines — Finding  a girl  who  strik- 
ingly resembled  Ann  Rutherford,  Manager 
William  B.  Beckley  of  the  Strand  at  once 
signed  her  up  as  “official  hostess”  for  his 
run  of  “Strike  Up  the  Band.”  The  girl 
distributed  flowers  to  women  patrons.  The 
papers  announced  the  fact  with  pictures 
and  a feature  on  “Des  Moines’  own  Ann 
Rutherford”  and  tied  in  the  film  by  re- 
minding that  Miss  Rutherford  is  Mickey 
Rooney’s  sweetheart  in  the  Hardy  series. 

- 


Your  New  Year's  Eve  Show 


Kansas  City — Tips  on  New  Year’s  Eve 
shows,  at  one  time  prepared  in  an  exploi- 
tation bulletin  by  Larry  S.  Stein,  publicity 
director  for  the  Warner  Theatres  in  Chi- 
cago, have  merit  for  most  exhibitors. 

Gleanings  from  Stein’s  bulletin  here- 
with: 

“Sell  your  New  Year’s  Eve  show  as  the 
big  whoopee  party  of  the  holiday  season. 
Give  full  information  regarding  your  mid- 
night show  in  your  program,  on  the 
screen,  in  the  newspapers,  the  lobby,  and 
in  announcements  from  the  stage. 
i^’Start  publicizing  two  weeks  previous  to 
December  31. 

“For  best  results  in  presenting  a three- 
minute  clock  trailer  for  New  Year’s  Eve, 
arrange  your  short  subjects  so  one  of  them 
will  end  at  11:54  p.  m.  Then  have  a 
three-minute  intermission  with  the  house 
lights  up  until  11:57.  Darken  the  house  at 
11:57  and  put  on  your  three-minute  clock 
trailer.  At  the  finish  of  the  trailer,  bring 
up  the  house  lights  for  an  intermission  of 
from  three  to  five  minutes,  in  which  time 
you  drop  your  balloons,  make  whoopee,  etc. 

“After  your  whoopee  go  into  your  song 
slides,  then  comedy  and  feature.  Notify 
the  operator  to  carry  his  fader  a little 
higher  to  off-set  the  noise  of  the  crowd. 

“The  community  singing  should  last 
from  nine  to  12  minutes.  Some  of  the  songs 
suggested  are  ‘Auld  Lang  Syne,’  ‘How  Dry 
I Am,’  ‘Let  Me  Call  You  Sweetheart,’ 
‘Happy  Days,’  ‘Sweet  Adeline,’  ‘Hail, 
Hail,’  ‘Hot  Time  in  the  Old  Town  To- 


night,’ ‘My  Wild  Irish  Rose,’  ‘Maine  Stein 
Song.’ 

“An  emcee  can  serve  to  keep  audience 
in  time  with  the  musical  accompaniment. 

“In  distributing  favors,  if  the  admission 
is  raised  enough  to  afford  the  same,  be 
sure  everyone  receives  at  least  one  article. 
If  you  have  a balcony,  be  sure  that  every- 
one sitting  in  the  first  row  has  the  most 
serpentine,  as  they  will  throw  it  over  the 
rail  to  the  first  floor. 

Favors  They  Like 

“Favors  most  popular  are:  Paper  hats, 
large  bags  of  balloons,  large  bags  of  snow- 
balls, serpentine,  blow-outs. 

Some  precautions: 

1.  Have  the  staff  alert  for  bottle-tossers. 

2.  Put  fire  extinguishers  out  of  view,  but 
where  they  will  be  handy. 

3.  Increase  the  illumination  in  dark  spots 
of  the  balcony  by  putting  larger  bulbs  in 
the  fixtures. 

4.  Have  an  usher  in  front  of  the  box- 
office  from  9 to  1 to  line  up  people,  an- 
swer questions,  etc. 

5.  Remove  false  fronts  or  loose  signs 
that  can  be  pulled  down. 

6.  Have  some  sawdust  sweeping  com- 
pound available  and  necessary  mop  and 
water  to  take  care  of  anyone  who  may  be- 
come ill  because  of  intoxication. 

7.  Detail  one  usher  to  each  bag  of  bal- 
loons, and  don’t  let  him  jerk  the  string 
fast,  but  pull  with  a slow  steady  stroke,  so 
the  bag  tears  evenly  and  the  balloons  float 
down  as  intended. 


M U G Cl  IE  ¥ 


JN  advance  of  “Escape,”  George  McGun- 
nigle  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  had  a beautiful 
blonde  manikin,  wearing  a red  dress,  sit  in 
an  arm  chair  in  the  lobby  and  reading  a 
copy  of  the  novel  “Escape.” 

• 

Fifty  half-pound  cakes,  topped  by  sham- 
rocks, were  sent  to  newspaper  people,  city 
officials,  etc.,  by  George  Hunt,  manager  of 
Loew’s  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  advance  of 
“Little  Nellie  Kelly.” 


A still  from  “Bitter  Sweet,”  (No.  1151- 
93)  showing  the  stars  in  a perplexed  mood, 
was  a basis  for  a tieup  with  the  Cleveland 
News  by  Joe  Longo,  Loew’s  Cleveland  pub- 
licist. The  paper  headed  an  institutional 
want  ad  with  the  picture  and  the  caption 
— “Perplexed?  Use  the  Want  Ads!” 

• 

Members  of  the  Nelson  Eddy  Fan  Club 
in  Columbus  provided  Russell  A.  Bovim  of 
the  Ohio  Theatre  with  a choice  mailing 
list  to  announce  “Bitter  Sweet.”  Members 
also  got  a chain  telephone  stunt  going  and 
reached  about  5,000  persons. 

• 

Six  boys,  each  carrying  a single  letter  on 
his  back,  with  the  group  spelling  out  the 
word  “Escape,”  were  sent  to  heavily  at- 
tended football  games  as  part  of  the  cam- 
paign put  over  by  Louis  Guidetti  of  the 
State,  Charleroi,  Pa. 

• 

A large  stove  with  a fire  in  it,  in  front 
of  the  Orpheum  at  Madison,  Wis.,  was  a 
stunt  of  Publicity  Director  J.  H.  Rupp’s 
last  winter  during  a cold  snap.  Copy  on  a 
sign  nearby  read:  “Hot  or  cold,  now  is  the 
time  to  see,  (name  of  picture).” 

• 

On  “Ghost  Breakers,”  Dee  Fuller,  Circle 
Theatre  manager  in  Oklahoma  City,  put 
barrels  on  main  streets  with  a hole  cut  in 
the  top  through  which  the  curious  could 
see  scenes  from  the  film.  Sides  had  teaser 
plugs. 

• 

A dummy  holding  up  a pair  of  pants, 
with  a placard  alongside,  reading:  “Don’t 
ask  me  for  a match.  This  is  ‘No  Time  for 
Comedy’,”  made  a lobby  display  for  Bob 
Kennedy,  manager  of  the  Symphony  Thea- 
tre in  Chicago. 

• 

A ten  gallon  hat  was  given  the  cashier  to 
wear  one  week  previous  to  the  run  of  “The 
Westerner”  at  the  Ogden  in  Chicago,  man- 
aged by  John  P.  Field.  Copy  “The  Wester- 
ner” was  written  on  the  hat. 

• 

During  a recent  cold  spell,  many  of  the 
rural  patrons  of  the  Plaza  at  Tilbury, 
Ontario,  had  difficulty  starting  their  cars. 
Manager  Harland  Rankin  accordingly 
provided  a special  tow  car  to  help  them 
start. 


Pick  Sarong  Girl 

Detroit — Promotion  for  Dorothy  La- 
mour’s  “Moon  Over  Burma”  at  the  Mich- 
igan took  the  form  of  a contest  to  pick 
Detroit’s  Sarong  Girl.  Contest  was  held 
on  the  stage,  with  Prances  Langford  and 
orchestra  leader  Bob  Chester  as  the  judges. 
Photos  of  the  winner  were  sent  to  the  stu- 
dios. 


Prize  to  Barnes  Perdue 

Chillicothe,  Mo. — Having  put  on  the 
circuit’s  outstanding  campaign  for  Hallo- 
we’en, Barnes  Perdue,  manager  of  the  Ritz 
and  Grand,  was  presented  a wrist  watch 
by  the  H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres,  Inc. 
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Successful  Theatre  Parties 


Tilbury,  Ontario — A system  of  two- 
for-one  shows  that  packs  the  house  and 
costs  nothing  to  advertise  has  been  evolved 
by  Harland  Rankin,  manager  of  the  Plaza, 
in  cooperation  with  various  firms. 

The  shows  are  confined  to  eight  or  ten 
times  a year  and  are  advertised  by  several 
thousand  small  cards  that  are  labeled  as 
a free  ticket  providing  accompanied  by 
one  paid  admission.  Playdate  copy  and 
the  name  of  the  cooperating  merchant  or 
business  firm  also  is  on  the  card. 

The  cooperating  firm  ostensibly  pays 
for  the  free  admission — thus  avoiding  the 
impression  that  the  theatre  is  in  a po- 


Doob  and  Taylor  Win 
Honor  Roll  Butions 


New  York — Most  recent  winners  of  the 
M-G-M  Honor  Roll  buttons,  awarded  for 
outstanding  exploitation  campaigns,  are 
Edgar  J.  Doob,  manager  of  Loew’s,  Wil- 
mington, Del.,  and  Charles  Taylor,  pub- 
licity director  of  Shea’s  Buffalo  Theatre, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  In  Taylor’s  case,  this  is 
the  second  time  he  has  been  the  recipient 
of  an  Honor  Roll  button,  his  earlier  cam- 
paign on  “Boom  Town”  having  been  so 
recognized. 

Highlights  of  Doob's  campaign,  which 
was  on  “Escape,”  included  daily  announce- 
ments over  the  radio;  interview  with  the- 
atre manager;  an  old  song  contest,  in 
which  listeners  were  asked  to  identify 
numbers,  correct  answers  resulting  in  the 
spelling  out  of  “Escape-Loew”  by  putting 
together  the  first  letters  in  each  title. 

Roses,  promoted  from  a florist,  were 
given  away  to  the  first  200  women  at- 
tending the  show  opening  day.  Window 
displays  in  four  downtown  stores.  Display 
in  the  public  library,  including  stills  from 
the  picture.  A counter  display  of  the  book 
“Escape,”  from  which  the  film  was  made, 
in  a book  store.  Window  cards  in  20  im- 
portant spots.  2,000  star  photo  cards  used 
by  a leading  department  store,  1,000  mailed 
to  select  customer  list  and  the  balance  put 
into  packages. 

Six  uniformed  ushers  in  a parade  car- 
ried “Escape”  signs.  Lobby  and  sidewalk 
displays  were  made  up  of  40x60s  and  still 
layouts. 

Highlights  of  Charles  Taylor’s  cam- 
paign, which  was  on  “Third  Finger,  Left 
Hand,”  follow: 

Radio  tieup  with  a large  furniture  com- 
pany, tying  in  with  wedding  articles,  fea- 
tured a six-day  contest  and  offered  cash 
and  guest  tickets  as  prizes.  Co-op  ads 
with  several  other  large  department  stores. 
Special  signs  on  rear  of  taxicabs.  Table 
cards  planted  with  large  drug  store  chain. 
Bumper  strips  on  buses  and  trolleys.  Spe- 
cial letters  to  brides  and  grooms  from  a 
list  supplied  by  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Sta- 
tistics. 


sition  to  make  frequent  admission  con- 
cessions. Actual  cost  to  the  cooperating 
firm  is  the  cost  of  printing  the  tickets  and 
whatever  advertising  is  used.  In  return 
the  firm  receives  credit  for  the  show. 

In  some  instances  the  company  will 
provide  several  door  prizes  from  its  stock. 
Entire  proceeds  go  to  the  theatre. 

The  tickets  (usually  5,000)  are  distrib- 
uted in  the  store,  are  given  milkmen  and 
breadmen  to  pass  among  their  customers, 
put  in  cars,  and  distributed  in  the  theatre 
a week  in  advance. 

The  cooperating  merchant  is  credited 
on  the  screen. 


A Far-Reaching  Bally 
For  'Thief  of  Bagdad' 


New  York — United  Artists’  publicity  de- 
partment’s campaign  on  “Thief  of  Bag- 
dad” for  its  run  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall 
started  with  a costume  ball  and  followed 
with  a volley  of  stunts  that  caught  the  at- 
tention of  several  million  New  York  show- 
goers. 

A huge  float  of  the  Djinni  from  the 
film  was  spotted  in  a Thanksgiving  Day 
parade;  nine  Fifth  Avenue  window  dis- 
plays by  Bonwit  Teller  department  store; 
window  display  in  a prominent  Fifth  Ave- 
nue jeweler’s  window;  150  specially  se- 
lected other  windows,  including  men’s 
clothes  shops,  women’s  shops,  a sewing  ma- 
chine window  and  10  florist  shops  cooper- 
ated. 

The  float  used  in  the  parade  also  was 
used  currently  to  exploit  the  picture,  and 
has  been  made  available  to  nearby  cities. 
Another  huge  float,  displaying  an  ele- 
phant, also  was  used  in  New  York  and 
elsewhere. 

A special  screening  for  the  juvenile  pa- 
tients at  a local  hospital  made  the  dailies, 
and  another  effective  stunt  was  a skating 
exhibition  at  the  Rockefeller  Center  skat- 
ing rink,  performed  by  experts  dressed  in 
original  costumes  from  “Thief  of  Bagdad.” 

Tumbling  Act 

A sidewalk  ballyhoo  consisted  of  a legit 
tumbling  act  of  three  men,  dressed  in 
Arabian  costume  and  carrying  a carpet  on 
which  was  lettered  the  title  of  the  picture. 
The  trio  would  roll  out  the  carpet  on  busy 
intersections  and  do  a turn. 

The  other  bally  was  a parade  of  sand- 
wich-men, each  carrying  a placard  with 
one  letter  from  the  title  of  the  picture,  all 
of  them  together  spelling  out  title,  theatre 
and  playdate. 

The  theatre  used  the  advance  trailer  and 
posted  600  three-sheets  at  suburban  sta- 
tions. 

Special  15-minute  broadcasts  were 
spotted  in  local  stations,  a mail  campaign 
was  addressed  to  30,000  theatregoers,  and 
special  literature  and  posters  was  put  in 
the  schools. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Super  Ballyhoo — 

The  Djinni  float  as  used  in  the  R.  H. 
Macy  Thanksgiving  Day  parade  has 
now  been  put  to  further  use  by  United 
Artists  in  behalf  of  Alexander  Korda’s 
“The  Thief  of  Bagdad.”  The  huge 
figure  has  been  transferred  to  a 
motored  truck,  appropriately  ban- 
nered, and  will  tour  key  cities  before 
and  during  the  Christmas  holidays,  as 
a flash  ballyhoo  for  the  picture  which 
will  play  in  more  than  200  situations 
during  Christmas.  A “sister”  float  also 
has  been  constructed  which  displays  a 
huge  elephant,  a figure  of  Sabu  and  a 
magician.  This  float,  too,  will  travel  to 
these  key  city  spots.  Both  floats  are 
pictured  here,  exploiting  the  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  engagement  in  New 
York. 


Chaplins  Parade 

Hartford — A day  before  the  opening  and 
on  opening  day.  Manager  Jack  A.  Simons 
of  Loew’s  Poli,  in  connection  with  “The 
Great  Dictator,”  sent  two  members  of  his 
service  staff  up  and  down  Main  Street 
in  Charlie  Chaplin  costumes.  On  a huge 
display  in  front  of  the  theatre  were  placed 
clippings  from  the  New  York  press  regard- 
ing the  picture,  and  the  lobby  was  filled 
with  blowups  and  displays. 
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■ — Metropolitan  Photos 

"Friday"  Makes  Display — 

Majiager  Dave  Duhin  of  the  Airline 
News  Theatre,  New  York,  mounted  an 
article  in  the  magazine  Friday  devoted 
to  Pathe  News’  30th  anniversary , for 
an  attractive  lobby  piece.  The  enlarge- 
ment was  spotted  in  space  free  of 
other  displays.  Dubin  is  at  the  right 
and  Mac  Eichler  of  Friday  at  the  left. 
The  article  in  Friday  recalls  some  of 
the  vivid  shots  over  Pathe  News  his- 
tory and  tells  the  story  of  one  of  their 
veteran  cameramen.  Bob  Donahue,  on 
the  staff  since  the  reel  was  first  es- 
tablished. 


(( 

: Distributes  Diplomas  ; 

--  V 

Meriden,  Conn. — For  “You'll  Find  Out,” 
J.  G.  Samartano,  manager  of  the  Loew- 
Poli  Palace,  distributed  5,000  diploma- 
style  throwaways,  10  of  which  were  signed. 
A line  explained  that  a signed  certificate 
was  good  for  a free  admission. 

Copy  on  the  certificates,  which  were 
8x11  inches  in  size,  was  printed  in  green, 
margined  by  the  conventional  certificate- 
style  border.  They  went  to  schools,  play- 
grounds and  were  stuffed  into  magazines. 

It  read : 

“Stoo-dents!  Enroll  now  in  Kay  Kyser’s 
College  of  Musical  Knowledge.  The  only 
laff-song-spook-and-spoon  school  on  the 
screen. 

“You’ll  Find  Out  about  swing  and  spooks 
in  a really  different  entertainment — a mu- 
sical mystery  comedy! 

“You’ll  Find  Out  about  Hollywood’s  three 
bad  humor  men — Peter  Lorre,  Boris  Kar- 
loff, Bela  Lugosi! 

“You’ll  Find  Out  about  this  chiller- 
thriller  from  that  killer-diller  Kay  Kyser, 
the  or  Professor  of  the  College  of  Mu- 
sical Knowledge,  hilariously  and  scarily 
aided  and  abetted  by  his  band  and  screen 
funsters ! 

“Be  it  known  to  whom  it  may  concern 
that  the  bearer  of  this  document  is  en- 
titled to  one  guest  admission  to  see  ‘You’ll 
Find  Out!’  at  Loew  Poli  Palace — f play- 
dates)  if  it  is  duly  and  properly  under- 
signed by  the  theatre  manager. — Manager.” 


d - - 

: A Mailing  List  : 

- J 

Madison,  Wis. — Several  requests  by  pa- 
trons to  be  notified  when  stage  shows  were 
scheduled  for  the  Orpheum  Theatre,  led 
J.  H.  Rupp,  assistant  manager  in  charge 
of  publicity,  to  compile  a mailing  list, 
which,  started  about  a year  and  a half 
ago,  now  includes  some  1,700  names  of 
persons  within  a radius  of  150  miles. 

Patrons  were  asked  to  leave  their  names 
and  addresses  if  they  desired  information 
about  the  shows,  and  a trailer  was  made 
up  advertising  the  service.  It  was  run 
on  the  same  nights  as  the  stage  shows. 

Postcards  are  sent  out  containing  the 
show  and  playdate  copy.  In  some  small 
towns  these  cards  are  displayed  in  a store 
or  filling  station,  and  proprietors  have 
reported  the  service  popular. 

Occasionally  two  cards  are  sent  out,  one 
to  be  filled  in  with  correct  name  and 
address,  plus  the  names  of  two  other  per- 
sons who  may  be  interested.  This  plan 
eliminates  “deadheads”  and  widens  the 
mailing  list. 

Copy  for  the  second  postcard  is  repro- 
duced herewith: 

THIS  CARD  IS  IMPORTANT 
TO  YOU  . . . and  us! 

We  are  correcting  and  revising  our  mail- 
ing list  for  Stage  Shows  and  want  your 
name  and  address  to  be  correct.  Will  you 
kindly  fill  in  below — (Please  Print) 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

TOWN  

This  card  is  stamped  and  addressed  to 
us — be  sure  to  mail  it  today! 

If  we  do  not  receive  this  card  from 
you,  it  will  indicate  to  us  you  do  not  wish 
to  receive  notices  about  STAGE  SHOWS 
coming  to  the  ORPHEUM  THEATRE, 
Madison,  Wis. 

Fill  in  below  for  friends  you  feel  would 
be  interested  in  stage  shows. 

Name  

Address  

Town  


Name  

Address  

Town  

What  days  do  you  like  for  stage  shows? 


"Santa  Fe  Trail"  Safety 
Posters  to  Schools 

New  York — As  part  of  the  current  na- 
tional safety  campaign,  Warner  Bros,  are 
distributing  broadsides  to  150,000  schools 
in  every  city  and  hamlet  in  the  land,  bid- 
ding for  safety  in  the  home,  on  the  streets 
and  at  play.  The  copy  is  in  the  form  of 
a statement  from  Errol  Flynn,  who  is 
starred  in  “Santa  Fe  Trail,”  which  is 
prominently  displayed  on  the  poster.  A 
striking  illustration  of  Fljmn  astride  a 
horse  is  used  in  full  color.  The  posters 
will  be  displayed  on  bulletin  boards  in 
schools. 

In  addition,  exhibitors  can  tie  up  with 
the  campaign  by  distributing  “Santa  Fe 
Trail”  safety  buttons  to  local  school  chil- 
dren when  the  feature  is  exhibited. 


Three  Stooges  Stage  Show 
Opened  Publicity  Avenue 


Rochester,  N.  Y. — Louis  E.  Mayer,  man- 
ager of  the  RKO  Temple  Theatre,  ob- 
tained practically  daily  art  and  stories  for 
a recent  stage  attraction  of  the  Three 
Stooges,  for  two  weeks  in  advance  of  the 
presentation. 

As  part  of  the  campaign  for  the  show, 
Mayer  made  a special  front,  using  blowup 
heads  of  the  Stooges,  pennants,  illuminated 
letters  and  displays  of  scenes  from  their 
various  screen  shorts.  A lobby  display  too, 
utilized  head  cutouts. 

In  a tieup  with  Liberty  magazine,  10,000 
heralds  were  distributed,  and  one-sheets 
and  three-sheets,  as  well  as  taxi  bumper 
strips  and  window  cards  carried  the  notice 
afar. 

A week  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  stage 
show,  a short  of  the  Three  Stooges  was 
run. 

An  Institutional  Ad  Sells 
Community  Center  Role 

Sheboygan,  Wis.  — Marlowe  Conner, 
manager  of  Warner’s  Sheboygan,  recently 
ran  an  unusual  newspaper  advertisement 
of  an  institutional  nature,  extolling  the 
virtues  of  the  theatre  as  an  entertainment 
center  for  the  community.  The  ad  listed 
the  recent  activities  that  have  been  held 
at  the  theatre.  They  included: 

Kiddie  coaster  matinee,  Hallowe’en 
party,  hunters’  party,  morning  cooking 
school,  C.  Y.  O.  benefit,  Hadassah  bene- 
fit, “Life  in  Sheboygan”  film.  Fireside 
Players,  kiddies  football  matinee,  old- 
fashioned  movie  party,  and  quiz  master 
radio  show,  a weekly  Saturday  night  fea- 
ture. 


For  "Arizona" — 

This  quintet  of  lovelies  helped  put 
over  "Arizona”  when  it  came  to  the 
Stanley -Warner  Theatre  in  Phila- 
delphia. Besides  sitting  in  the  lobby 
for  their  picture,  these  eastern  cow- 
girls distributed  handbills  at  the 
Penn-Cornell  game. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  SELLING  THE  PICTURE 


AD  AIDS 
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"NORTH  WEST  MOUNTED"  STAUNCH  IN  LEAD 


CINCINNATI 

Albee — Ijittle  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M) 110 

Capitol — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

1th  \vk 8 0 

Grand — Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep) 100 

Keith’s — Tin  I*an  Alley  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 115 

Lyric — The  Letter  (FN),  3rd  wk 80 

Palace — Philadelphia  Story  (M-G-M) 135 

Shubert- -Great  Profile  (20th-Fox) 90 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.  .110 

Hippodrome — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox) 125 

Palace — South  of  Suez  (WB),  plus  George 

White’s  Scandals  on  stage  135 

State — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M)  75 

Stillman — North  West  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

2nd  wk 185 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Tugrboat  Annie  Sails  Aj^ain  (FN); 

4 days  90 

Capitol — Men  Against  the  Sky  (RKO),  3 days..  90 

Majestic — Tin  Tan  Alley  (20tli-Fox) 125 

Palace — Moon  Over  ISurina  (Para’t)  90 

Rialto — Angeis  Over  Uroadway  (Col),  1st  halt..  100 

Rialto — Kit  Carson  (UA),  2nd  half 100 

Tower — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.  ...100 

DENVER 

Aladdin — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  after 

wk.  at  Denver  150 

Broadway — Tittle  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M);  Sky 
Murder  (M-G-M),  after  wk.  at  the  Orpheum.120 

Denliam — Christmas  in  .July  (Para’t)  90 

Denver — The  Tetter  (FN);  One  Night  in 

the  Trojties  (Univ)  140 

Orpheum — Tittle  Men  (RKO);  Dr.  Ivildare’s 

Cri.sis  (M-G-M)  95 

Paramount — Tong  Voyage  IJoine  (UA) ; Who 

Killed  Aunt  Maggie  (Rep)  125 

Rialto — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox),  after  wk. 
at  each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  That  Oang 
of  Mine  (Mono)  135 

DETROIT 

Adams — Charter  Pilot  (20th-Fox);  Tin  Pan 

Alley  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 125 

Cinema — I Met  a Murderer  (SR);  Keefer  Mad- 
ness (SR)  60 

Fox — Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Michigan — Moon  Over  Burma  (Para’t),  plus 

stage  show  85 

Palms-State — Nortii  AVest  Mounted  I’oliee 
(Para’t);  A Niglit  at  Earl  Carroll’s  (Para’t), 

after  2 wks.  at  Michigan  95 

United  Artists — A Oispateli  Prom  Beuter's 

(WB);  Tady  AVith  Ited  Hair  (WB) 85 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Arizona  Oang  Busters  (P-R-C);  Okla- 
homa Ueiiegades  (Rep)  80 

Circle — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox);  Murder  Over 

New  York  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 100 

Indiana — The  Tetter  (FN);  I’m  Nol)ody’s 

Sweetheart  Now  (Univ)  85 

Loew’s — I.ittle  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M);  Sky 

Murder  (M-G-M)  100 

Lyric — South  of  Suez  (WB),  plus  stage  sliow...  95 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — One  Niglit  iu  tile  ’I'l-opies  (Univ)  ....  75 
Midland — Tittle  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M);  I.one 

AVolf  Keeps  a Date  (Col)  80 

Newman — Arise,  My  Tove  (Para’t),  holdover...  70 
Orpheum — Tile  I.etter  (FN);  Oaneiiig  on  a 

Dime  (Para’t)  90 

Tower — A I.ittle  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ), 

plus  stage  show  85 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  70 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Comrade  X (M-G-M);  Charter  Pilot 

(20th-Fox)  125 

Downtown — Seven  .Sinners  (Univ);  Always 

a Bride  (FN)  100 

Four  Star — Eseape  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

Hillstreet— You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO);  Five 

Tittle  Peppers  in  Trouble  (Col) 100 

Hollywood — ^Same  as  Downtown  100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  100 

Paramount — Oanoiiig  on  a Dime  (Para’t),  plus 

Folies  Bergere  on  stage  150 

State — Same  as  Chinese  140 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — Eseape  to  Glor.v  (Col);  Christmas 

in  Jiil.v  (Para’t)  80 

Riverside — So  You  AA'on’t  'Palk  (Col),  plus 

Lawrence  Welk  and  band  on  stage 125 

Strand — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Mystery  Sea 

Kaider  (Para’t)  100 

Warner — Y’ou’ll  Find  Out  (RKO);  Captain 

Caution  (UA)  120 

Wisconsin — The  Philadelphia  .Story  (M-G-M); 

Or.  Kildare’s  Crisis  (M-G-M)  150 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 

North  West  Mounted  Police — 


Clevelania,  Pittsburgh 185 

Tin  Pan  Alley — 

Pittsburgh  170 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Great  Dictator,  9th  wk.,  New  York  City. 

North  West  Mounted  Police,  5th  wk.,  New 
York  City;  4th  wk.,  Cincinnati, 

Fantasia,  5th  wk..  New  York  City.  • 

Tin  Pan  Alley,  4th  wk..  New  York  City. 

The  Letter,  3rd  wk..  New  York  City, 
Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati. 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M);  Angels  Over 

Broadway  (Col),  2nd  wk 75 

Loew-Poli — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox);  Charter 

Pilot  (20th-Fox)  120 

Paramount — North  West  Mounted  Police 
(Para’t);  Cross  Country  Romance  (RKO), 

2nd  wk 125 

Roger  Sherman — Long  Voyage  Home  (UA) ; 

Dreaming  Out  Loud  (RKO)  80 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Sky  Murder  (M-G-M)  100 

Globe — Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M) 90 

Liberty — The  I.,etter  (FN)  80 

Loew’s — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M) 150 

Orpheum — Kseape  to  Glory  (Col)  145 

Saenger — The  Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox) 150 

Tudor — Public  Deh  No.  1 (20th-Fox) 90 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  9th  road- 
show wk 100 

Broadway — Fantasia  (Disney),  4th  roadshow 

wk 145 

Capitol — The  Son  of  Monte  Cristo  (UA) 90 

Criterion — Hit  Parable  of  1041  (Rep) 110 

Globe — Bla<‘kouf  (UA),  4 days  of  2nd  wk 90 

Paramount — N(»rth  West  Mounted  Police 


Raggedy  Ann 

Paramount  (Fleischer  Cartoon)  19  Mins. 

A delightfully  entertaining  novelty  reel 
which  will  find  favor  with  the  youngsters 
and  even  garner  chuckles  from  adults. 
The  color,  music  and  animation  are  ex- 
pertly handled.  The  material  finds  root 
in  the  Raggedy  Ann  books  originated  by 
the  late  Johnny  Gruelle.  It  concerns  the 
brief  adventure  of  the  little  miss  who  most 
anxiously  wants  the  Raggedy  Ann  doll  she 
has  seen  in  the  window.  But  Raggedy 
Ann  is  attached  to  her  boy  friend  and  they 
cannot  be  separated.  The  storekeeper  then 
proceeds  to  tell  his  customer  the  story 
behind  the  attachment.  Dave  Fleischer 
directed,  Sammy  Timberg  took  charge  of 
the  musical  arrangement  and  Myron  Wald- 
man,  Joseph  Oriolo,  William  Henning  and 
Arnold  Gillespie  cooperated  on  the  ani- 
mation. It  is  being  released  for  the  Christ- 
mas holidays  in  key  spots  and  will  go  out 
generally  next  Easter. 


Feminine  Fitness 

Paramount  (Sportlight)  10  Mins. 

The  muscle  girls  parade  before  the  cam- 
era here  in  very  athletic  pursuit  in  which 
their  male  counterparts  also  shine.  Many 
of  them  are  lookers.  Others  are  Brun- 
hildes.  Reel  closes  with  that  newsreel  shot 
showing  two  female  wrestlers  having  it 
out  in  Atlanta.  Worthwhile. 


(Para’t),  5th  wk.,  plus  stage  show  140 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — The  Thief  of  Bagdad 

(UA),  plus  stage  show  llO 

Rialto — Dark  Streets  of  Cairo  (Univ),  C days.  . 85 

Rivoli — Seven  Sinners  (Univ),  3rd  wk 85 

Roxy — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  135 

Strand — The  I./etter  (FN),  3rd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  120 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox) 110 

Liberty — A Oisiwiteh  From  Keuter’s  (WB); 

She  Couldn’t  .Say  No  (Univ) 80 

Midwest — The  Letter  (FN)  110 

State— You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO),  2nd  wk 90 

Warner — Street  of  Memories  (20th-Fox); 

Triple  Justice  (RKO)  90 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Blondie  Plays  Cupid  (Col);  I.one 

Wolf  Keeps  a Date  (Col)  100 

Omaha — The  Westerner  (UA);  Oaneing;  on  a 

Dime  (Para’t)  115 

Orpheum — Or.  Kildare’s  Crisis  (M-G-M);  Argen- 
tine Nights  (Univ)  100 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — The  Long  Voyage  Home  (UA) 110 

Boyd — 'rhe  Letter  (FN),  2nd  wk 110 

Earle — Bank  Dlek  (Liniv),  plus  Vincent  Lopez 
orch,,  Edmund  Lowe  and  Ann  Dvoralc  on 

stage  110 

Pox — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wlc 115 

Karlton — A T.ittie  Bit  <d’  Heaven  (Univ) 85 

Keith’s — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M),  2nd  run.  90 

Stanley — Arizona  (Col),  2nd  wk 90 

Stanton — Here  Comes  the  Navy  ("WB),  reissue.. 100 

PITTSBURGH 

Barry — The  Ape  (Mono);  Melody  and  .Moon- 
light (Rep)  110 

Fulton — Seven  Sinners  (Univ)  95 

Penn — North  tVest  Mounted  Police  ( Para’t )....  185 

Ritz — Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 70 

Senator — Tin  Pan  Alle.v  (2n(h-Fox) 170 

Stanley— Lady  H'ith  Bed  Hair  (WB),  plus 

Louella  Parsons’  Hollywood  revue 95 

Warner — The  Letter  (FN),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 80 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre--Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox) 90 

Rialto — Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Reri) 85 

Studio — The  Letter  (FN),  2iid  wk 90 

ITtah — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M);  Al\va.>s 

a Bride  (FN)  95 

Victory — Never  Say  Die  (Para't);  Midnight 

Limited  (Mono)  100 


Johnny  Messner  and  His 
Orchestra 

Paramount  (Headliner)  11  Mins. 

This  starts  off  well  enough,  but  bogs 
down  a bit  in  later  footage.  Jeanne  D’Arcy 
— from  Brooklyn,  which  she  admits  in  an 
interview — sings  a couple  of  hot  numbers 
in  the  modern  style.  The  band  play^ 
brightly.  Messner  plays  the  clarinet. 


Popular  Science  JO-3 

Paramount  (Magnacolor)  10  Mins 
Fred  Groff  in  Oklahoma  breeds  super- 
vegetables; the  manufacture  of  pliofilm 
and  its  adaptabilities:  Pro.  Jerk  fools 
around  with  a Rube  Goldberg  contrap- 
tion; the  chemical  engineering  division 
of  the  department  of  agriculture  demon- 
strates the  causes  of  dust  explosions  and 
contact  lenses  in  application  to  motion 
picture  makeup  are  offered  in  this  issue. 
The  reel  even  manages  to  be  exciting. 


Bring  Himseli  Back  Alive 

Paramount  (Animated  Antic)  1 Mins. 

This  is  mediocre  cartoon  fare,  concern- 
ing a wild  animal  trapper  who  comes  to 
grief  when  he  tries  to  catch  a lion.  The 
lion  turns  the  tables,  the  trapper  gets 
blown  up.  Somewhere  an  idea  soured. 


re  'V 
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Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Edison,  the  Man 

A wonderful  picture.  Did  a nice  busi- 
ness too,  although  our  people  don’t  usual- 
ly go  for  this  type.  Mickey  Rooney  drew 
and  they  followed  up.  Spencer  Tracy  is 
good  here,  too.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weath- 
er: Rainy.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural-town 
patronage.  Capacity:  500-300. — W.  H. 
Hibbert,  Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan, 
Ore. 

New  Moon 

This  picture  was  fairly  good  but  has  not 
done  the  business  expected  of  it.  Eddy 
and  MacDonald  sing  very  well  and,  of 
course,  without  them  the  picture  would  be 
valueless.  Sun.,  Mon.  Admission:  20-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  26,000. 
Capacity:  744. — Pearce  Parkhurst,  Lar- 
com,  Beverly,  Mass. 

Susan  and  God 

Rotten  story.  Better  lay  off.  Business 
very  bad.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather: 
Pine.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,150.  Capacity:  300. — Lester 
Meyer,  Strand,  Chillicothe,  Tex. 

Wyoming 

As  fine  a Wallace  Beery  picture  as  I’ve 
seen  in  a long  time.  And  as  the  pre- 
view says,  “ ‘Wyoming’  has  everything.” 
Played  this  to  a better  than  usual  mid- 
week audience  and*  comment  was  favor- 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  BoxoF- 
FiCE,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


able.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,002.  Capacity:  250. 
— Walter  Buchholtz,  Walt,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

Young  Tom  Edison 

This  was  a swell  show  but  for  some 
reason  didn’t  do  the  biz  we  expected.  Had 
lots  of  humor  and  good  common  sense  in 
it.  I guess  they  like  Mickey  Rooney  to 
keep  them  laughing.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  2,500. — W.  H.  Hib- 
bert, Hi-Way  and  Gay-Way,  Sheridan, 
Ore. 

Monogram 

Doomed  to  Die  and 
Overland  Mail 

Double  bill.  Fair  pictures  sold  cheap 
enough.  You  can’t  lose  much.  Pleased  more 
patrons  than  “Susan  and  God.”  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Ca- 
pacity: 240. — E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark, 
Ozark,  Ark. 


Paramount 

Cornin'  Round  the  Mountain 

Why  did  they  do  it?  Very  few  of  our 
patrons  care  anything  for  this  group  of 
radio  performers.  Their  staying  away  let 
us  know  that.  Below  par  at  B.  O.  Thurs., 
Fri.  Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  28-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  2,000. 
Capacity:  300. — Frank  Medley,  Palace, 
Monterey,  Tenn. 

Republic 

Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride 

Played  single  to  very  good  crowd.  Autry 
and  Burnette  extremely  well  liked  here. 
Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 22-10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 13,350.  Capacity:  800. — Paul  Fran- 
cis, Paramount,  Connellsville,  Pa. 

Scatterbrain 

The  best  from  Republic  yet.  Should  do 
business  anywhere.  Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed. 
Weather:  Cold.  Admission:  22-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  13,350.  Ca- 
pacity: 800. — Paul  Francis,  Paramount, 
Connellsville,  Pa. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Charlie  Chan’s  Murder  Cruise 

An  up-to-the-average  Charlie  Chan  pic- 
ture. I only  did  fair  Bargain  Nite  busi- 
ness on  this  one.  Saturday.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,002.  Capacity:  250. 
— Walter  Buchholtz,  Walt,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

United  Artists 

Captain  Caution 

Played  too  soon  after  “Sea  Hawk,”  but 
it’s  a better  picture  in  my  opinion,  al- 
though it  hasn’t  any  star  value.  Thurs., 
Fri. — Burris  and  Henley  Smith,  Imperial, 
Pocahontas,  Ark. 

Universal 

Love,  Honor  and  Oh  Baby 

Doubled  with  “Girl  From  God’s  Coun- 
try.” Got  a few  laughs  from  the  audience, 
but  consider  it  a very  ordinary  pro- 
grammer. Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 26-10.  Capacity:  300. — Allan 

Banks,  Vogue,  Remsen,  la. 

Sandy  Is  a Lady 

Lightweight  entertainment  that  drew 
considerable  extra  business.  Audience  re- 
action perfect.  Baby  Sandy  steals  the 
show  as  usual.  We’re  looking  forward  to 
the  next  one.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  26-10.  Rural  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,200.  Capacity:  300. — Allan 

Banks,  Vogue,  Remsen,  la. 

You're  Not  So  Tough 

Just  average  B.  O.  Far  from  expecta- 
tions! Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  22-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  13,350.  Capacity:  800. — Paul 
Francis,  Paramount,  Connellsville,  Pa. 

When  the  Daltons  Rode 

A picture  of  the  “Jesse  James”  type 
with  even  more  action  than  that  picture. 
It  didn’t  do  “Jesse  James”  business  how- 
ever; in  fact,  it  did  less  than  Sunday- 
Monday  average  business.  Weather:  Cold. 
Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  1,002.  Capacity:  250. — Walter 
J.  Buchholtz,  Walt,  New  Haven,  Mo. 


SELL  SEATS  WITH  FAVORS 

Last  Year  Theatres  from  Coast  to' [Coast  Sold  Standing  Room  as  well  as  Seats  Through  use  of  Favors. 

YOU  CAN  DO  THE  SAME. 

Paper  Hats — Assorted $1.00  per  100 

Homs  $1.00  per  100 

Balloons  $1.00  per  100 

Squawker  Balloons $1.50  per  100 

Fancy  Paper  Hats — Asstd.  $2.00  per  100 

Miniature  Metallic  Hats $2.90  per  100 

Noisemakers — Assorted  $2.00  per  100 

Serpentine  $2.10  per  100  pkgs. 


Prices  Were  Never  So  Low!  * 

SPECIAL  OFFER 

ASSORTMENT  NO.  B.O.  101 


100 

100 

100 


Paper  Hats 
Horns 

Pkgs.  Serpentine 


ALL 

FOR 


$3^s 


ORDER  TODAY-Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


r|>  « « FOR  YOUR  ORCHESTRA  or  USHERS  — 12  Unusually  Brilliant, 
Ca  Mm  Elaborate,  Fancy  Paper  Hats— with  Every  Order  of  $10  or  more 


NKT.  F.  O.  B.  KAJSSAS  CITY 


CATALOG  ON  REQUEST 


OPTICAN  BROTHERS 


301  W.  NINTH  ST. 


IMPORTERS 


KANSAS  CITY.  MO. 


128 


BOXOFFICE  ::  December  21,  1940 


Releases  of  1933-40  for  a five-month  period.  Production  number  follows  title.  Running  time  in  parenthesis.  National  release 
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raphy. This  department  makes  no  attempt  at  evaluation  of  picture  quality,  but  merely  presents  a thumbnail  synopsis. 


Columbia 

Angrels  Over  Broadway.  .1009.  . (79) Sept.  30 

Drama.  The  human  side  of  the  heart  of  New 
York.  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  Rita  Hayworth. 
Director:  Ben  Hecht. 

Before  I Hang.  .1024.  . (62) Sept.  17 

Melodrama.  An  elderly  scientist  discovers  a 
way  to  cure  old  age,  but  when  he  innoculates 
himself  he  becomes  a murderer  and  is  shot. 
Boris  Karloff,  Evelyn  Keyes.  Director:  Nick 
Grinde. 

Beyond  the  Sacramento.  .2210.  . (57) Nov.  14 

Western.  Secretly  re-setting  the  front  page  of 
the  town’s  newspaper  enables  Elliott  to  awaken 
the  town  to  its  crooked  publisher.  Bill  Elliott, 
Evelyn  Keyes.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 

Blondie  Plays  Cupid.  .2016.  . (66) Oct.  31 

Comedy.  Blondie  takes  the  family  to  the  coun- 
try for  a safe  and  sane  Fourth  and  they  return 
in  bandages.  Penny  Singleton,  Arthur  Lake, 
Larry  Simms.  Director:  Frank  R.  Strayer. 

Ellery  Queen,  Master  Detective.  .2024.  . (69)  Nov.  28 
Mystery  Drama.  With  applied  psychology  the 
detective  finds  the  killer  after  hiding  the  girl 
suspected  of  murder,  in  his  own  apartment. 
Ralph  Bellamy,  Margaret  Lindsay.  Director: 
Kurt  Neumann. 

Escape  to  Glory.  .2012.  . (74) Nov.  21 

Drama.  A group  of  Americans  are  fleeing  Eu- 
rope aboard  an  English  freighter  attacked  by 
a German  submarine.  Constance  Bennett,  Pat 
O’Brien,  John  Halliday.  Director:  John  Brahm. 

Five  Little  Peppers  in  Trouble ..  1022 ..  (65) ..  Sept.  1 
Comedy.  Edith  Fellows,  Dorothy  Ann  Seese. 
Snobbishness  at  a private  school  gets  the  Peppers 
into  trouble,  but  they  and  their  friend,  Jasper, 
get  set  for  schooling  in  Europe.  Director: 
Charles  Barton. 

Fugitive  From  a Prison  Camp.  . 2032 ..  (59) .. Sept.  5 
Melodrama.  Trying  to  straighten  his  fiancee’s 
brother  gets  a young  man  involved,  but  a hu- 
manitarian peace  officer  straightens  matters. 
Jack  Holt,  Marian  Marsh.  Director:  Lewis  D. 
Collins. 

Girls  Under  21.  .20.38.  . (63) Oct.  24 

Drama.  A high  school  teacher  proves  the  inno- 
cence of  a former  gangster’s  girl,  when  he  him- 
self falls  in  love  with  her.  Paul  Kelly,  Rochelle 
Hudson.  Director:  Max  Nosseck. 

Glamour  for  Sale.  .1040.  . (60) Sept.  27 

Melodrama.  His  date  from  an  escort  bureau 
aids  an  undercover  agent  to  trap  and  end  a 
blackmailing  group’s  function.  Anita  Louise, 
Roger  Pryor.  Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Great  Plane  Robbery.  . (53) - Dec.  9 

Drama.  An  agent  guards  a heavily  insured  ex- 
underworld  figure,  and  saves  his  life  when 
gangsters  ground  a plane  carrying  the  insured 
man.  Jack  Holt,  Stanley  Fields,  Vicki  Lester. 
Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins. 

He  Stayed  for  Breakfast.  .1006. . (87) Aug.  22 

Comedy.  A guy  who  imagines  himself  a Red 
hides  in  the  apartment  of  a banker’s  wife  who 
is  divorcing  her  husband.  He  sets  about  teach- 
ing her  his  brand  of  radicalism  but  instead 
learns  hers.  Loretta  Young,  Melvyn  Douglas. 
Director:  Alexander  Hall. 

Howards  of  Virginia,  The.  .1001.  . (112) ...  .Sept.  19 
Drama.  A drama  of  colonial  America  and  the 
events  that  led  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  as 
experienced  by  a pioneering  family.  Cary  Grant, 
Martha  Scott,  Richard  Carlson.  Director:  Frank 
Lloyd. 

Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a Date.  .2021.  . (63) Nov.  23 

Melodrama.  On  the  side  of  the  law,  the  Wolf 
brings  to  justice  a gang  of  murderers  and 
kidnapers  operating  in  Miami.  Warren  Wil- 
liam, Frances  Robinson.  Director:  Sidney 

Salkow. 

Nobody's  Children.  .2030.  . (65)  Oct.  17 

Drama.  A crippled  orphan  is  adopted  by  a 
girl  who  herself  once  was  so  afflicted,  and  has 
her  cured.  Edith  Fellows,  Billy  Lee,  Lois  Wil- 
son. Director:  Charles  Barton. 

Phantom  Submarine . . 2033  ■ . ( . . ) Dec.  20 

Mystery.  An  ex-Navy  diver,  seeking  gold  un- 
dersea, discovers  a number  of  mines  intended 
to  cut  off  the  Philippine  Islands  from  the  U.  S. 
Anita  Louise,  Bruce  Bennet.  Director:  Charles 
Barton. 

Prairie  Schooners.  .2209.  . (59) Sept.  30 

Western.  A greedy  money-lender  is  foiled  when 


he  sets  Indians  on  the  trail  of  the  farmers  who 
forsake  his  land.  Bill  Elliott,  Evelyn  Young, 
Kenneth  Harlan.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

So  You  Won't  Talk.  .2018.  . (67) Oct.  3 

Comedy  Drama.  A mild  book  reviewer  finds  he 
is  a double  for  a vicious  killer.  Joe  E.  Brown, 
Frances  Robinson.  Director:  Edward  Sedgwick. 

Thundering  Frontier.  .2203.  . (57)  Dec.  5 

Western.  The  struggle  to  put  through  a major 
telegraph  line  in  the  early  west.  Charles  Star- 
rett,  Iris  Meredith.  Director:  D.  Ross  Leder- 
man. 

W'est  of  Abilene.  .2202.  . (56) Oct.  21 

Western.  The  price  of  land  is  hiked  by  gun- 
men-bolstered  racketeers,  but  the  settlers  soon 
round  up  the  culprits.  Charles  Starrett,  Mar- 
jorie Cooley.  Director:  Ralph  Ceder. 

Disney 

F’antasia.  . (A) . . (135) 

A concert  on  film,  made  visible  by  cartoons, 
and  as  such  sets  precedent. 

First  National 

Father  Is  a Prince.  .559.  . (59) Oct.  12 

Comedy.  A crabbing  father  who  drives  away 
his  daughter’s  suitor,  reforms  when  his  wife  is 
taken  ill,  and  his  daughter  becomes  reunited 
with  her  beau.  Grant  Mitchell,  Nana  Bryant. 
Jane  Clayton.  Director:  Noel  Smith. 

No  Time  for  Comedy .. 554 ..  (92) Sept.  14 

Comedy.  A writer  of  successful  Broadway  com- 
edies is  persuaded  by  a millionaire’s  wife  to 
write  a play  with  a message  for  the  world.  It 
flops,  and  he  returns  to  his  wife,  who  stars  in 
his  comedies.  James  Stewart,  Rosalind  Russell, 
Genevieve  Tobin.  Director:  William  Keighley. 

She  Couldn’t  Say  No . . 571 . . (63) Dec.  7 

Comedy.  An  engaged  couple,  both  lawyers, 
happen  to  take  opposite  cases.  However,  when 
their  clients  make  up,  complicated  matters  are 
straightened.  Roger  Pryor,  Eve  Arden.  Di- 
rector: William  Clemens. 

The  Letter.  .552.  . (97)  Nov.  23 

Drama.  A girl  who  slays  her  lover  is  ac- 
quitted when  a convicting  letter  is  purchased, 
but  she  meets  death  in  another  fashion.  Bette 
Davis,  Herbert  Marshall.  Director:  Wm.  Wyler. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

0Bitter  Sweet.  .110.  . (94)  Nov.  8 

Musical  Drama.  The  penniless  music  teacher 
with  whom  a singer  eloped  is  killed  in  a duel 
but  she  finds  solace  in  producing  the  operetta 
he  wrote  to  star  her.  Jeanette  MacDonald,  Nel- 
son Eddy.  Director:  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  IT. 

Boom  Town.  .48.  .(116) Aug.  .30 

Drama.  Lives,  loves  and  fights  of  oil  men. 
Clark  Gable,  Spencer  Tracy,  Claudette  Colbert, 
Hedy  Lamarr.  Director:  Jack  Conway. 

Comrade  X . . 113 . . (86)  . . Dec.  13 

Comedy.  An  American  newspaperman  in  Rus- 
sia convinces  a beautiful  Communist  that  the 
comrades  are  not  all  on  the  up-and-up.  Clark 
Gable,  Hedy  Lamarr.  Director:  King  Vidor. 

Dr.  Kildare’s  Crisis ..  115 ..  (75) Nov.  29 

Drama.  The  doctor  discovers  that  the  disease 
his  fiancee’s  brother  has  is  not  hereditary,  and 
can  be  cured,  so  restoring  his  fiancee  to  him- 
self. Lew  Ayres,  Robert  Young.  Laraine  Day, 
Lionel  Barrymore.  Director:  Harold  S.  Bucquet. 

Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home . . 101 . . (78) Sept.  6 

Drama.  The  need  for  socialized  medicine  is 
brought  to  the  fore  in  this  one.  Lew  Ayres, 
TJonel  Barrymore.  Director:  Harold  S.  Bucquet. 

Dulcy.  .106.  . (64)  . Oct.  4 

Comedy.  Addicted  to  straightening  out  the  af- 
fairs of  others,  the  daughter  of  a wealthy  fam- 
ily discovers  an  inventor  and  finally  gets  him 
the  right  kind  of  backing.  Ann  Sothern,  Ian 
Hunter.  Director:  S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

Escape.  .108.  . (105)  Nov.  1 

Drama.  A German  countess  helps  an  American 
friend  rescue  his  mother  from  a Nazi  prison. 
Norma  Shearer,  Robert  Taylor,  Conrad  Veidt, 
Nazimova.  Director:  Mervyn  LeRoy. 


Gallant  Sons.  .111.  . (70)  Nov.  15 

Drama.  Schoolboy  chums  rally  to  defend  the 
father  of  one  of  them  from  a false  murder 
charge.  Jackie  Cooper,  Gene  Reynolds,  Bonita 
Granville.  Director:  George  Seitz. 

Go  West.  .114.  . (80)  Dec.  6 

Comedy.  Paid  off  with  a deed  to  land,  the 
Marxes  head  west.  A railroad  wants  the  land 
and  the  Marxes  have  difficulties  hanging  on  to 
the  deed  until  they  can  sell  it.  Marx  Bros., 
Lynne  Carver,  Marion  Martin.  Director:  Ed- 
ward Buzzell. 

Golden  Fleecing,  The.  .49.  . (69)  Aug.  16 

Comedy.  An  insurance  man  finds  his  biggest 
account  has  a price  on  his  head,  and  to  keep 
his  job,  must  protect  him.  Lew  Ayres.  Rita 
Johnson,  Lloyd  Nolan.  Director:  Leslie  Fenton. 

Haunted  Honeymoon ..  104 ..  (82)  Sept.  20 

Mystery  Comedy.  An  amateur  detective  who 
has  promised  his  bride  to  quit  sleuthing,  is 
forced  to  a man-hunt  when  the  owner  of  the 
house  he  has  moved  into  is  found  murdered. 
Robert  Montgomery.  Constance  Cummings.  Di- 
rector: Arthur  B.  Woods. 

Hullabaloo.  .109.  . (77)  Oct.  25 

Comedy  with  Music.  A vaudevillian’s  efforts  to 
land  a job  on  the  air,  while  fleeing  three  di- 
vorced wives  seeking  back  alimony.  Frank 
Morgan,  Virginia  Grey,  Dan  Dailey  jr.  Director: 
Edward  L.  Marin. 

Keeping  Company . . 116 ..(..)  Dec.  20 

Comedy-Drama.  Newlyweds  are  troubled  in  the 
person  of  the  former  girl  friend,  but  the  young 
man’s  boss  finds  a way  to  reconcile  the  couple. 
.John  Shelton.  Ann  Rutherford,  Frank  Morgan. 
Director:  S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

Little  Nellie  Kelly.  .112.  . (104) Nov.  22 

Musical  Comedy.  An  old  man  becomes  recon- 
ciled with  all  concerned  when  he  fails  to  halt 
the  marriage  of  his  grand-daughter  even  as  he 
sought  to  halt  his  daughter’s  marriage.  Judy 
Garland.  George  Murphy,  Charles  Winninger. 
Director:  Norman  Taurog. 

Sky  Murder.  . 105.  - (72)  Sept.  27 

Melodrama.  Nick  Carter  takes  on  an  entire 
fifth  column,  with  the  “columnists”  finishing 
second.  Walter  Pidgeon,  Donald  Meek,  Karen 
Verne.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Strike  Up  the  Band.  .103.  . (115) Sept.  27 

Musical  Drama.  High  school  musicians  raise 
funds  to  enter  a band  contest,  but  turn  over  the 
treasury  to  one  of  the  band  who  needs  it  for 
medical  care.  Mickey  Rooney,  Judy  Garland, 
June  Preisser,  Paul  Whiteman.  Director:  Busby 
Berkeley. 

Third  Finger,  Left  Hand . . 107 . . (92) Get.  11 

Comedy.  A woman  editor  poses  as  married;  an 
artist  discovers  the  setup  and  poses  as  lier  hus- 
band. She  then  insists  upon  marrying  him  to 
divorce  him,  but  falls  in  love.  Myrna  Loy, 
Melvyn  Douglas.  Director:  Robert  Z.  Leonard. 

Wyoming.  .102. . (85)  . Sept.  13 

Western.  A tobacco-chawin’  Robin  Hood  of  the 
plains  and  his  adventures  among  cowboys, 
Indians,  bandits,  stage-coach  stickups,  rustlers 
and  soldiers.  Wallace  Beery,  Leo  Carrillo,  Ann 
Rutherford.  Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 

Monogram 

Ai>e,  The.  .4001.  .(62)  Sept.  30 

Melodrama.  A serum  for  paralysis  works  at  the 
moment  when  his  girl  patient  sees  the  doctor 
shot  because  mistaken  for  an  ape  in  whose  skin 
he  was  disguised  while  seeking  more  liquid  for 
the  cure.  Boris  Karloff,  Gertrude  Hoffman. 


Director:  William  Nigh. 

Arizona  Frontier.  .3958.  . (55) Aug.  19 

Western.  The  adopted  son  of  an  Indian  chief 
returns  to  the  prairies  to  aid  in  the  solution 
of  a series  of  crimes.  Tex  Ritter.  Director: 
AI  Herman. 

Drums  of  the  Desert.  .4022.  . (64) Oct.  7 

Melodrama.  Life,  love  and  adventure  in  the  For- 


eign Legion,  with  a modern  note  in  the  use  of 
parachutes  by  native  troops.  Ralph  Byrd, 
Lorna  Gray,  Mantan  Moreland.  Director:  George 
Waggner. 

Laughing  at  Danger.  .3913.  . (62)  Aug.  12 

Mystery  Drama.  Three  murders  in  a beauty 
parlor  set  a page-bo^”  and  general  handyman 
on  the  trail  to  capture  a gang  of  blackmailers. 
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Frankie  Darro,  Mantoii  Moreland.  Director: 
Howard  Bretherton. 

Ol’  Swiinmin’  Hole.  .4010.  . (75) Oct.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  A grandTiiother  fails  to  pull 
away  a youngster  from  his  widowed  mother, 
who  meanwhile  stands  a chance  to  marry  a 
doctor,  who  has  taken  a fancy  to  the  kid.  Jack 
Moran,  Marcia  Mae  Jones.  Director:  Robert  Mc- 
Gowan. 

Phantom  of  Chinatown.  .4013.  . (03) Nov.  IS 

Mystery.  An  explorer  is  poisoned  at  a lecture 
which  crime  is  solved  when  it  is  discovered  he 
possessed  a scroll  telling  of  large  oil  deposits 
which  one  of  his  company  desired.  Keye  Luke, 
Lotus  Long,  Grant  Withers.  Director:  Phil  Rosen. 

Queen  of  the  Yukon ..  3903 ..  (63) AuST.  26 

Melodrama.  Charles  Bickford.  Irene  Rich. 
Gambling-boat  queen  is  instrumental  in  saving 
the  claims  of  the  miners  from  a claim-jumping 
company,  and  at  the  same  time  finds  romance 
for  her  daughter  and  herself.  Director:  Phil 
Rosen. 

Range  Busters ..  (55)  ..Aug.  22 

Western.  Bad  men  trying  to  get  the  heroine’s 
ranch  are  foiled  by  the  Range  Busters.  John 
King.  Ray  Corrigan.  Luana  Walters.  Director: 
Roy  Luby. 

Take  IMe  Back  to  Oklahoma.  . 4051 ..  (64) . . . Nov.  11 
Western.  Stagecoach  wreckers  frame  the  ones 
tracking  them  down,  but  are  saved  by  one  of 
the  gang  who  had  been  befriended.  Tex  Ritter. 
Slim  Andrews.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

That  Gang  of  Mine.  .4031.  . (62) Sept.  23 

Drama.  The  gang  help  one  of  their  number  to 
become  a jockey  by  training  a thoroughbred 
belonging  to  a darky.  The  jockey,  however, 
turns  yellow  and  loses  the  race,  but  later  lets 
another  ride  the  nag  to  victory.  Bobby  Jordan. 
Leo  Gorcey,  Clarence  Muse.  Director:  Joseph 
Lewis. 

Trailing  Double  Tronhie . . (58) Oct.  7 

Western.  The  Range  Busters  foil  a villain  by 
hiding  the  infant  heir  to  lands  until  justice  is 
established.  Corrigan.  King  and  Terhune.  Di- 
rector: S.  Roy  Luby. 

Up  in  the  Air.  .3914.  . (61)  . Sept.  9 

Comedy  Mystery.  The  murder  of  a station’s 
star-singer  as  she  stands  before  the  microphone 
is  solved  by  a page  boy.  Frankie  Darro.  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds.  Director:  Howard  Bretherton. 


West  of  Pinto  Basin.  . (59)  Nov.  35 

Western.  A trio  mistaken  for  the  bandits  ha- 
rassing a western  town,  round  up  the  guilty 
ones.  Jerry  Smith,  Gwen  Gaze.  Director:  Roy 
L\iby. 

Who  Is  Guilty?.  .3930.  . (73) ......Sept.  2 


Mystery  Drama.  Three  are  suspected  of  the 
murder  in  London  of  an  Italian  count  until  the 
real  killer  talks.  Ben  Lyon,  Syd  Walker.  Di- 
rector: Fred  Zelnik. 

Paramount 


Arise,  My  Love.  .4009.  . (113) Nov.  8 

Comedy  Drama.  The  adventures  of  a feminine 
newspaper  correspondent  and  her  flying  love. 
Claudette  Colbert,  Ray  Milland.  Director: 
Mitchell  Leisen. 

Cherokee  Strip.  .4005.  . (84)  Oct.  18 


Western.  The  story  of  a family  feud  against  a 
rugged  outdoor  background.  Richard  Dix,  Flor- 
ence Rice,  Victor  Jory.  Director:  Lesley  Selan- 
der. 

Christmas  in  July.  .4007.  . (70) Oct.  25 

Comedy  Drama.  An  ordinary  clerk  becomes  a 
forceful  personality  when  practical  jokers  tell 
him  he  has  won  a huge  slogan  contest  prize. 
Dick  Powell,  Ellen  Drew.  Director:  Preston 
Sturges. 

Coinin’  Hoiiiul  the  Mountain  ..  3944  ..  (63)  ...  Aug.  16 
Comedy.  A string  of  situations  based  on  the 
idea  mountain  folk  hate  to  wear  shoes  and 
would  rather  go  a-feudin'  than  eat.  Bob  Burns, 
Una  Merkel.  Jerry  Colonna.  Director:  George 
Archainbaud. 

Dancing  on  a Dime.  . 1367 ..  (73) Nov.  1 

Drama  with  Music.  Through  a ruse,  jobless 
troupers  produce  their  own  show  which  proves 
a hit.  Robert  Paige,  Grace  McDonald,  Peter 
Hayes.  Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Great  McGiiity,  The.  .3945.  . (83)  Aug.  33 

Comedy  Drama.  A political  boss,  on  a whim, 
boosts  a bum  to  a state  governorship,  and  with 
even  greater  speed  topples  him  back  into  the 
hobo  ranks,  where  he  himself  is  compelled  to 
follow.  Brian  Donlevy,  Akim  Tamiroff,  Muriel 
Angelus.  Director:  Preston  Sturges. 

I Want  a Divorce.  . 4003-A ..  (97) Sept.  20 

Drama.  A young  lawyer,  against  his  wife’s 
wishes,  goes  in  for  the  divorce  trade,  realizing 
his  mistake  when  his  wife’s  sister  commits  sui- 
cide when  her  ex-husband  remarries.  Dick 
Powell,  Joan  Blondell,  Gloria  Dickson,  Conrad 
Nagel.  Director:  Frank  Butler. 


Moon  Over  Burma.  .4006.  . (74) Oct.  18 

Drama.  A dance  hall  girl,  brought  by  a jungle 
lumberman  to  his  camp,  helps  save  the  forest 
property  from  an  unscrupulous  competitor. 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Robert  Preston.  Preston  Fos- 
ter, Albert  Bassennan.  Director:  Louis  King. 

Night  at  Karl  Carroll’s,  A . . 1360 . . (63) Dec.  6 

Musical  Comedy.  To  embarrass  the  mayor  who 
is  making  a cleanup  drive,  a gangster  kidnaps 
the  topliners  in  the  Carroll  show.  Ken  Mur- 
ray, Rose  Hobart,  Brenda  and  Cobina.  Director; 
Kurt  Neumann. 

North  AVest  Alouiited  Police.  .1363.  . (135)  ..  .Nov.  22 
Melodrama.  The  beginning  of  the  service  and 
its  role  in  ending  a rebellion  in  early  Canada. 
Gary  Cooper,  Madeleine  Carroll,  Paulette  God- 
dard, Akim  Tamiroff,  Preston  Foster,  Robert 


Preston.  I./ynne  Overman.  Director:  Cecil  B. 
DeMille. 

Quarterhack,  Tlie . . 4004 . . (69)  Oct.  4 

Comedy  Drama.  Twins  at  college.  One  a serious 
bookworm,  the  other  a wizard  with  the  pig- 
skin. Wayne  Morris,  Virginia  Dale.  Director: 
H.  Bruce  Humberstone. 

Bangers  of  Fortune ..  4003 ..  (90) Sept.  27 


Western.  A trio  of  soft-hearted,  hard-shelled 
adventurers  clean  out  villainy  from  a frontier 
town  of  the  wild  west.  Fred  MacMurray,  Gil- 
bert Roland,  Albert  Dekker,  Betty  Brewer.  Di- 
rector: Sam  Wood. 

Rhythm  on  the  River.  .4001.  . (96) Sept.  6 

Comedy  with  Music.  Ghost-writing  in  the  field 
of  music.  Bing  Crosby,  Mary  Martin,  Basil 
Rathbone,  Oscar  Levant.  Director:  Victor 
Schertzinger. 

Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again ..  4013 ..  (68) ....  Nov.  29 
Western.  Large-scale  cattle-thievery  is  foiled 
via  short-wave  radio  and  the  old  reliable  six- 
.shooters.  Ellen  Drew,  John  Howard.  Akim 
Tamiroff,  May  Robson.  Director:  James  Hogan. 

Th  ree  Men  From  Texas.  .4050.  .(70) Nov.  15 

Western.  Hopalong  and  his  pals  leave  the  Texas 
Rangers  to  clean  up  a California  town  of  the 
long  ago.  William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden,  Andy 
Clyde.  Director:  I..esley  Selander. 

AVorld  in  Flames.  . (64) Oct.  25 

Documentary.  The  last  two  decades  of  history  as 
revealed  by  newsreel  clips.  Edited  by  Albert  J. 
Richard. 


Producers  Releasing  Corp, 


Frontier  Crusader.  . (62)  P-R-C 

AVestern.  A fellow  handv  with  gun  and  fists 
cleans  up  a town.  Tim  MfCoy.  G-40 

Alishehaving  Husbands . . 405  ..  (65)  Dee.  20 


Comedy-Drama.  Domestic  troubles  start  when  a 
busy  department  store  head  forgets  his  20th  wed- 
ding anniversary,  which.  couT'led  with  ground- 
less gossip,  puts  him  in  the  doghouse  until 
the  “other  woman”  proves  a wax  model.  Harry 
Langdon.  Betty  Blythe.  Director:  William 
Beaudine. 


Republic 

Biuiiyaril  Follies.  . (67)  .Dec.  6 

Musical  Comedy.  A country  orphanage  saves 
itself  and  a kindly  benefactor  by  a financially 
successful  show.  Mary  T./ee,  Rufe  Davis.  The 
Kidoodlers,  Pappy  Cheshire.  Director:  Frank 
McDonald. 

Behind  the  News..  (74)  Dec.  20 

Drama.  A star  reporter  helps  a cub  bring  to 
justice  the  district  attorney  who  is  behind  a 
gang  rule.  Lloyd  Nolan.  Frank  Albertson,  Doris 
Davenport.  Director:  .Joseph  Santley. 


Border  Legion,  The..  (58) ..Dec.  5 

Western.  As  a doctor  escaping  from  a w'rong 
rap,  Rogers  is  the  means  of  rounding  up  a 
hold-up  moh  and  at  the  same  time  the  guilty 
party.  Roy  Rogers,  “Gabby”  Hayes,  Carol 
Hughes.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Colorado.  .051  . . (57)  Sept.  15 


Western.  A Union  officer,  tracing  trouble  in 
the  west,  discovers  his  brother  responsible  for 
Indian  uprisings,  robberies  and  other  dirty  work. 
Roy  Rogers,  Pauline  Moore.  Director:  Joseph 


Kane. 

Karl  of  Piiddlestone.  The . 934 . . (67) Sept.  6 

Comedv  Drama.  Complications  follow  the  “ar- 
rancT'^d”  inheritance  of  an  English  earldom,  when 
rovaltv  pays  a visit.  The  Gleasons.  Director: 
A1  AVilson. 

Friendly  Neighbors.  .007.  . (69)  Nov.  7 


Comedy.  Their  pals  set  to  work  painting  and 
cleaning  up  a ghost  town,  make  it  appear  pros- 
perous and  enable  the  Weavers  to  obtain  funds 
for  a levee  which  secures  the  town.  Director: 
Nick  Grinde. 

Frontier  A>ngeance . . 073 . . (56)  Oct.  10 

Western.  A cowboy  helps  his  friend  win  a 


stagecoach  contract  over  some  cut-throats  when 
he  wins  the  necessary  race.  Don  Barry,  Betty 
Moran.  Director:  Nate  Watt. 

Girl  From  Havana ..  017 ..  (69) Sept,  11 

Melodrama.  Two  scrapping,  globe-trotting  oil 
men  and  a night  club  singer  get  mixed  in  Latin- 
American  politics.  Dennis  O’Keefe,  Claire  Carle- 
ton,  Victor  Jory,  Steffi  Duna.  Director:  Lew 
Landers. 

Hit  Parade  of  1941 . . 001 . . (86) Oct.  15 

Musical  Comedy.  A radio  sponsor  insists  her 
niece  sing.  A dead  mike  solves  that  problem 
■w'hile  able  singers  carry  on.  AVhen  the  hoax  is 
discovered  the  sponsor,  pleased  by  business,  no 
longer  cares.  Kenny  Baker,  Frances  Langford, 
Hugh  Herbert,  Mary  Boland.  Director:  John 
Auer. 

Alcet  the  Missus.  .018.  . (68) Nov.  29 

Comedy  Drama.  The  Higgins  Family  is  thrown 
into  an  uproar  when  $5,000  worth  of  bonds  en- 
trusted Joe  Higgins  is  lost  by  Junior.  Ros- 
coe  Karns,  Ruth  Donnelly.  Director:  Mai  St. 
Clair. 

Melody  and  Moonlight.  .005.  . (73) Oct.  11 

Musical  Comedy.  A rich  debutante,  anxious  for 
a career  as  an  entertainer,  poses  as  a dime-a- 
dance  girl,  and  teams  with  a hoofer,  both  achiev- 
ing success.  Johnny  Downs,  Vera  Vague,  Jerry 
Colonna.  Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Melody  Ranch.  .041.  . (84)  Nov.  15 

AVestern.  A returning  cowboy,  the  guest  of  honor 
in  his  home  town,  is  made  honorary  sheriff,  but 
is  beaten  by  gangsters,  which  causes  him  to 
run  for  sheriff  and  clean  up  the  gang.  Gene 
Autry,  Ann  Miller,  Jimmy  Durante.  Director: 
Joseph  Santley. 

Of  i.ii,onia  Renegades.  .069.  . (57) Aug.  29 

Western.  Disabled  veterans  homesteading  a 
valley.  find  opposition  from  the  cattlemen. 
Three  Mesquiteers.  Director:  Nate  Watt. 

Ranger  and  the  Lady . . 956 . . (59) July  30 

Western.  A ranger  fights  racketeers  who  toll 
wagon  trains  on  the  Santa  Fe  trail.  Roy  Rogers, 
George  Hayes,  Jacqueline  Wells.  Director: 
Joseph  Kane. 

Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride.  .543.  . (6.5) Sept.  6 

AVestern.  The  heir  to  a packing  plant  foils  the 
opposition’s  combination  scheme  that  would  leave 
a number  of  employes  out.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley 
Burnette.  Director:  Frank  McDonald. 

Scatterbrain  . .909.  . (72)  July  20 

Comedy.  A hillbilly  songstress,  signed  up  for  a 
film  by  mistake,  proves  a sensation.  Judy  Ca- 
nova,  Alan  Mowbray.  Director:  Gus  Meins. 

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot.  .910.  . (70) Aug.  10 

Musical  Comedy.  A theatrical  agent’s  partner 
walks  out  with  the  funds  realized  in  a charity 
show,  leaving  his  partner  to  carry  on.  Ruth 
Terry.  Johnny  Downs,  Billy  Gilbert.  Director: 
Lew  Landers. 

Texas  Terrors.  .073.  . (57)  Nov.  23 

AVestern.  A cowboy  succeeds  in  getting  legal 
justice  against  the  murderers  of  his  parents, 
Don  Barry,  Julie  Duncan.  Director:  George 
Sherman. 

Trail  Blazers ..  063  ..  (58)  Nov.  11 

Western.  The  connection  of  two  army  posts  by 
telegraph  makes  possible  the  cleaning  up  of  a 
band  of  outlaws  and  their  “respectable”  behind 
the  scenes  man.  Robert  Livingston,  Bob  Steele, 
Rufe  Davis.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Tulsa  Kid,  The  . . 071 . . (57)  Aug.  16 

Western.  An  orphan  and  his  foster  father 
come  to  grips  with  guns  when  the  latter  is 
found  in  league  with  crooks  swindling  the 
ranchholders.  Don  Barry,  Noah  Beery,  Luana 
Uf'rs.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Under  Texas  f<ikies.  .063.  . (57) Sept.  30 

Western.  A son  tracks  down  the  man  who  killed 
his  father,  after  at  first  hunting  the  wrong  man. 
Robert  TJvingston,  Bob  Steele,  Rufe  Davis.  Di- 
rector: George  Sherman. 

Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?.  .006.  . (69) Nov.  1 

Mystery  Comedy.  Aunt  Maggie  is  strangled  on 
a stormy  night  while  hunting  a secret  room 
containing  gems.  All  the  relatives  are  gathered 
in  the  house  at  the  time.  John  Hubbard, 
Wendy  Barrie,  Edgar  Kennedy.  Director:  Arthur 
Lubin. 

Young  Bill  Hiekok . . 053 . . (59) Oct.  21 

Western.  An  undercover  intelligence  officer 
manages  to  corral  the  leader  of  an  1865  version 
of  the  Fifth  Column.  Roy  Rogers,  “Gabby” 
Hayes.  Director:  Joseph  Kane. 


RKO  Radio 


Dance,  Girl,  Dance.  .046.  . (87) Aug.  30 

Comedy-Romance  with  Music.  Two  girls 


are  rivals  to  have  their  names  in  lights  and 
both  are  after  the  same  man.  Maureen  O’Hara. 
Lucille  Ball.  Ralph  Bellamy,  Maria  Ouspen- 
skaya.  Director:  Dorothy  Arzner. 
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Dreaming:  Out  Loud.  .102.  . (71) Sept,  13 

Comedy  Drama.  Joint  proprietors  of  a small- 
town general  store  also  manage  the  commun- 
ity’s affairs.  Lum  'n’  Abner,  Frances  Langford. 
Director:  Harold  Young. 

Fargo  Kid,.  182..  (63)  Dec.  6 

Western.  Mistaken  for  a killer  hired  to  slay 
a mine  owner,  the  kid  rounds  up  all  involved. 
Tim  Holt,  Ray  Whitley,  Director:  Edward 
Killy. 

Fm  Still  Alive.  .103.  . (70) Sept.  27 

Drama.  A Hollywood  star  in  pursuit  of  her 
stunt-man  husband,  who  in  turn  is  pursuing 
death.  Kent  Taylor,  Linda  Hayes.  Director: 
Irving  Reis. 

Laddie . . 107 . . (69)  Oct.  18 

Melodrama.  A young  farmer  falls  in  love  with  a 
girl  arrived  from  England,  but  whose  father 
disapproves  of  those  in  the  working  class.  Tim 
Holt,  Virginia  Gilmore.  Director:  Jack  Hively. 

Li’l  Abner.  .109.  . (73)  Nov.  1 

Comedy.  Abner  does  his  best  to  avoid  romantic 
entanglements  and  escapes  Daisy  Mae  on  Sadie 
Hawkins  Day.  All  the  hillbilly  characters  of 
the  comic  strip  are  here.  Granville  Owen,  Mar- 
tha O’Driscoll.  Director:  A1  Rogell. 

Little  Men.. 110..  (84)  Nov.  29 

Drama.  The  good  qualities  of  an  amiable 
swindler  impel  his  adopted  son  to  overcome 
his  own  bad  habits.  Kay  Francis,  Jack  Oakie, 
George  Bancroft.  Director:  Norman  Z.  Leonard. 

l.ucky  Partners.  .038. . (102)  Aug.  23 

Comedy.  An  artist  meets  a girl  with  whom  he 
shares  a sweepstakes  ticket;  they  win  and 
depart  on  an  “impersonal”  but  unconventional 
“honeymoon.”  Ronald  Colman,  Ginger  Rogers, 
Jack  Carson.  Director:  Lewis  Milestone. 

Men  Against  the  Sky.  .101.  . (74) Sept.  6 

Melodrama.  Behind-the-fence  activities  in  a 
modern  airplane  factory.  Richard  Dix,  Kent 
Taylor.  Edmund  Lowe.  Director:  Leslie  Good- 
wins. 

Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West . . Ill . . (76) Nov.  8 

Comedy.  For  business  reasons  Leon  Errol  mas- 
querades as  Lord  Epping  while  at  Reno  dis- 
suading his  junior  partner’s  wife  from  getting 
a divorce.  The  real  Lord  Epping’s  arrival  com- 
plicates matters.  Leon  Errol,  Lupe  Velez.  Direc- 
tor: Leslie  Goodwins. 

One  Crowded  Night .. 042 ,.  (66) Aug.  9 

Melodrama.  An  escaped  convict-husband  hides 
in  the  desert  auto  court  of  his  wife’s  family  and 
gunplay  follows  until  matters  are  straightened. 
Billie  Seward,  Paul  Guilfoyle.  Director:  Irving 
Reis. 

0Queen  of  Destiny ..  061 ..  (95) Aug.  2 

Drama.  The  reign  of  Queen  Victoria.  Anna 
Neagle,  Anton  Walbrook.  Director:  Herbert 
Wilcox. 

Ramparts  We  Watch,  The . . 171 . . (87) Aug.  16 

Propaganda.  Some  of  the  best  World  War 
scenes  re-enacted,  presented  as  an  argument 
for  keeping  out  of  war.  No  cast  credits. 

Remedy  for  Riches.  .113.  . (69) .Nov.  29 

Drama.  A small  town’s  citizens  are  saved  from 
investing  their  savings  in  a “fake”  oil  proposi- 
tion. Jean  Hersholt,  Dorothy  Lovett.  Director: 
Erie  C.  Kenton. 

They  Knew  What  They  Wanted ..  104 ..  (90)  . Oct.  25 
Melodrama.  A grape  grower  has  his  foreman 
write  a proposal  for  him,  but  suffers  an  acci- 
dent on  his  wedding  night.  His  bride-to-be 
nurses  him,  but  when  he  is  well  confesses  she 
is  to  be  the  mother  of  the  foreman’s  child. 
She  leaves,  to  return  if  wanted.  Carole  Lom- 
bard, Charles  Laughton,  William  Gargan.  Di- 
rector: Garson  Kanin. 

Too  Many  Girls.  ,106.  . (85) .Nov.  1 

Musical.  A mythical  college  in  a mythical  New 
Mexico  pueblo,  with  ten  coeds  to  every  boy,  is 
straining  to  the  goal  of  winning  a football  game. 
Lucille  Ball,  Desi  Arnaz,  Ann  Miller,  Richard 
Carlson.  Director:  George  Abbott. 

Triple  Justice.  .086.  . (66)  Sept.  20 

Western.  A cattleman  sees  a bank  robbery,  pur- 
sues the  bandits,  but  is  chased  by  the  sheriff, 
secret  leader  of  the  gang,  who  sees  a chance  to 
unload  the  crime  on  the  cattleman  and  arrests 
him.  He  escapes  and  rounds  up  the  culprits. 
George  O’Brien,  Virginia  Vale.  Director:  David 
Howard. 

Villain  Still  Pursued  Her,  The.  .105. , (65) ...  .Oct.  4 
Burlesque-Comedy.  A villain  wants  the  hero’s 
property.  He  gets  him  to  drinking  and  almost 
breaks  up  the  home  but  along  comes  a philan- 
thropist and  saves  them  all.  Hugh  Herbert,  Alan 
Mowbray,  Anita  Louise,  Richard  Cromwell.  Di- 
rector: Edward  F.  Cline. 

Wagon  Train.  .181.  . (65)  Oct.  4 

Western.  Experiences  of  the  old-time  freighters 
who  were  the  lifeblood  of  the  colonists.  Tim 
Holt.  Director:  Edward  Killy. 

Wildcat  Bus.  .043. . (63)  Aug.  23 

Melodrama.  A bankrupt  playboy,  refused  a job 
with  a bus  firm,  joins  crooks  who  operate 


against  the  firm.  In  the  nick  of  time  he  re- 
turns to  the  legal  way  of  doing  business.  Fay 
Wray,  Charles  Lang.  Director:  Frank  Wood- 
ruff. 

You’ll  Find  Out . . 108 . . (95)  . . . Nov.  22 

Musical.  Neat  musical  numbers  are  delivered 
between  attempts  to  capture  a gang  of  phony 
spiritualists  and  would-be  murderers.  Kay  Ky- 
ser  and  orchestra,  Bela  Lugosi,  Boris  Karloff, 
Peter  Lorre,  Director:  David  Butler. 


20th  Century-Fox 

Brigham  Young — Frontiersman.  .107.  . 

(114)  Sept.  27 

Historical  Drama.  The  almost  insurmountable 
obstacles  which  were  encountered  by  the  Mor- 
mons when  they  crossed  the  continent  to  make 
their  Utah  settlement.  Tyrone  Power,  Linda 
Darnell,  Dean  Jagger,  Brian  Donlevy.  Director: 
Henry  Hathaway. 

r^'arlfe  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum.. 110 

t63)  Sept.  6 

Mystery-Melodrama.  Chan  traps  a dangerous 
Icdler  who  uses  a wax  museum  as  a hideout. 
Sidney  Toler.  Director:  Lynn  Shores. 

Charter  Pilot.  .118.  . (66)  Dec.  6 

Melodrama.  An  aviator  takes  a desk  job  to 
please  his  girl,  but  a special  assignment  takes 
him  on  a dangerous  mission  to  Honduras,  which 
completed,  he  wins  the  girl.  Lloyd  Nolan,  Lynn 
Bari.  Director:  Eugene  Forde. 

Down  Argentine  AVay.  .113.  . (94) Oct.  11 

Musical  Comedy.  An  Argentine  horse  fancier 
meets  a Manhattan  socialite  and  together  they 
overcome  his  father’s  grudge  against  her  family. 
Don  Ameche,  Betty  Grable,  Carmen  Miranda, 


Charlotte  Greenw'ood.  Director:  Irving  Cum- 
mings. 

Gay  Caballero,  The . . 108 . . (61) Oct.  4 


Western.  Supposedly,  the  Cisco  Kid  has  a free 
hand  in  his  efforts  to  save  an  Englishman  and 
his  pretty  daughter  from  a landowner  who 
wants  to  steal  their  land.  Cesar  Romero,  Chris- 
Pin  Martin,  Sheila  Ryan.  Director:  Otto  Brower. 

Girl  From  Avenue  A,  The . . 104 . . (73) Aug.  9 

Comedy  Drama.  A waif  picked  up  by  an  author, 
leaves  when  she  discovers  his  book  ridicules  her, 
but  returns  when  the  author  and  his  family  re- 
veal they  love  the  child.  Jane  Withers,  Kent  Tay- 
lor. Director;  Otto  Brower. 

Great  Profile,  The.  .111.  . (82) Oct.  25 

Comedy.  In  which  Barrymore  burlesques  him- 
self and  the  Barrymore  romantic,  clowning  tra- 
dition. John  Barrymore,  Mary  Beth  Hughes, 
Gregory  Ratoff.  Director:  Walter  Lang. 

Jennie.  .122.  . (78)  . .Dec.  20 

Drama.  Story  of  a stern,  iron-willed  German 
father  and  of  a girl  who  rebelled  against  his 
will.  Virginia  Gilmore,  William  Henry,  Lud- 
wig Stossel.  Director:  David  Burton. 

Man  I Married,  The.  .101..  .,(77) Aug.  2 

Drama.  An  American  wife,  married  to  a Nazi, 
learns  the  bitter  tragedy  of  the  German  phil- 
osophy. Joan  Bennett,  Francis  Lederer,  Marie 
Ouspenskaya.  Director:  Irving  Pichel. 

Mark  of  Zorro . . 117 . . (94) Nov.  8 

Adventure  Drama.  The  Spanish-California  fop 
by  day  becomes  the  terror  of  tyrants  by  night. 
Tyrone  Power,  Linda  Darnell.  Basil  Rathbone. 


Director:  Rouben  Mamoulian. 

Murder  Over  New  York.  .121.  . (65) Dec.  13 

Mystery  Melodrama.  Sabotage  in  the  aircraft 
industry  and  three  murders  precede  Charlie 
Chan’s  apprehension  of  the  culprit.  Sidney 
Toler.  Marjorie  Weaver,  Ricardo  Cortez.  Di- 
rector: Harry  Lachman. 

Night  Train  ..114..  (93)  Oct.  18 


Drama.  Nazi  agents  kidnap  a scientist  with 
a valuable  formula,  who  had  escaped  Germany. 
However,  his  daughter  and  her  English  friend 
effect  his  rescue.  Margaret  Lockwood,  Rex  Har- 
rison. 

Pier  13.  .106.  .(66)  Aug.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  A new  cop,  in  romantic  pur- 
suit of  a hash-slinger,  finds  her  sister  involved 
with  a big-time  crook,  which  in  due  time  he 
breaks  up.  Lynn  Bari,  Lloyd  Nolan,  Joan 
Valerio.  Director:  Eugene  Forde. 

Public  Deb  No.  1. 105..  (79) Sept.  13 

Comedy.  The  heiress  to  soup  millions  adopts 
communism  as  a fad  and  her  exploits  almost 
bankrupt  the  company  before  she  is  brought  to 
her  senses.  George  Murphy.  Brenda  Joyce.  Ralph 
Bellamy,  Elsa  Maxwell,  Mischa  Auer.  Director: 


Gregory  Ratoff. 

R«tMrn  of  Frank  Janies ..  103 ..  (92)  Aiig.  16 

Molodrama.  Frank  sets  out  to  avenge  the 
murder  of  his  brother,  Jesse.  Henry  Fonda, 
Gene  Tierney.  Jackie  Cooper.  Director:  Fritz 
Lang. 

Street  of  Memories ..  102 ..  (71) Nov.  15 

Melodrama.  An  amnesia  victim  becomes  a truck 


driver  and  falls  in  love.  A second  blow  on 


the  head  restores  him  to  the  recollection  he  is 
wealthy.  John  McGuire,  Lynne  Roberts,  Guy 
Kibbee.  Director:  Shepard  Traube. 

Tin  Pan  Alley.  .120.  . (95) Nov.  29 

Musical.  Sliow  business  of  25  years  ago  and 
tlie  development  of  its  song  writing  field.  Alice 
F'aye,  Betty  Grable,  Jack  Oakie,  John  Payne. 
Director:  Walter  Lang. 

Yesterday’s  Heroes.  .116.  . (66)  Sept,  20 

Drama.  An  indictment  of  gridiron  commercial- 
ism under  which  students  sacrifice  scholastic 
careers  for  Alma  Mater,  Robert  Sterling,  Jean 
Rogers,  Russell  Gleason.  Director:  Robert  I. 
Leeds. 

t . uig  People.  .109.  . (79)  Aug.  30 

Comedy  with  Music.  A troupe  of  vaudevill ians 
learn  to  make  a go  of  it  on  a farm.  Shirley 
Temple,  Jack  Oakie,  Charlotte  Greenwood.  Di- 
rector: Allan  Dwan. 

Youth  AVill  Be  Served.  .119.  . (66) .. Nov.  22 

Comedy  Drama.  A waif  who  stumbles  into  a 
NYA  camp  succeeds  in  winning  over  a turpen- 
tine tycoon  from  his  attempts  to  thwart  tlie 
government  work.  Jane  AVithers,  Joe  Browm  jr., 
Tully  Marshall.  Director:  Otto  Brower. 


United  Artists 

Blackout.  . (80)  . Nov.  29 

Melodrama.  A sea  captain  and  a female  spy 
are  caught  in  a web  of  Gestapo  intrigue  dur- 
ing a blackout  in  London.  Conrad  Veidt,  Va- 
lerie Hobson.  Director:  Michael  Powell. 

Captain  Caution.  . (85)  Aug.  9 

Melodrama.  Slavers  who  come  into  control  of 
an  American  vessel  during  the  war  of  1812  are 
defeated  when  the  officers  break  through.  Vic- 
tor Mature,  Leo  Carrillo,  Bruce  Cabot,  Louise 
Platt.  Director:  Richard  Wallace. 

Foreign  Correspondent ..  (129)  Aug.  16 

Drama.  An  American  newspaper  man  tries  to 
get  the  lowdown  on  the  European  situalion. 
.Toel  McCrea,  Laraine  Day,  Herbert  Marshall. 
Director:  Alfred  Hitchcock. 

Kit  Carson..  (97)  Aug.  30 

Drama.  Tlie  scout  who  leads  a wagon  train  of 
settlers  tluoiigh  dangerous  Indian  country  to 
rniifomia.  then  has  to  fight  the  military  gov- 
ernor who  tries  to  dispose  of  the  Americans. 
Jon  Hall,  Lynn  Bari.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Long  Voyage  Home,  The..  (104) Nov.  22 

Drama.  Lives  of  men  aboard  a tramp  steamer 
making  its  way  around  the  world.  John  Wayne, 
Thomas  Mitchell,  Tan  Hunter.  Director:  John 


Ford. 

Pastor  Hall . . (94)  Sept.  13 

Documentary.  Based  on  the  life  of  Rev.  Mar- 
tin Niemoeller,  this  exposes  the  brutalities  of 
German  concentration  camps.  Nova  Pilbeam, 
Sir  Seymour  Hicks. 

Thief  of  Bagdad.  . (106) .Sept.  27 


Fantasy.  The  Arabian  Nights  come  to  screen 
life.  The  flying  carpet  and  a host  of  fabulous 
people  and  events.  Sabu,  Conrad  Veidt.  Di- 
rector: Alexander  Korda. 

Westerner,  The..  (94)  Sept.  20 

Western.  An  itinerant  cowboy  backs  the  losing 
homesteaders  in  Texas,  shortly  after  the  war  of 
the  states,  against  the  cattlemen.  Gary  Cooper, 
Walter  Brennan,  Doris  Davenport.  Director: 
William  Wyler. 


Universal 


A Little  Bit  of  Heaven ..  5017 . . (86) Get.  11 

Comedy  Drama.  A singing  child  star  quits  when 
her  family  starts  going  high-hat.  Gloria  Jean. 
Nan  Grey,  Robert  Stack.  r)irector:  Andrew 
Marton. 

Argentine  Nights.  .5013.  . (72)  Sept.  6 

Musical  Comedy.  Night  life  antics  among  the 
Latin- Americans.  Ritz  Bros.,  Andrews  Sisters. 
Director:  A1  Rogell. 

15unk  Diok,  The.  . (74) Nov.  29 


Comedy,  Catching  a bandit  gets  Fields  a bank 
job.  He  takes  samples  from  the  bank  and 
just  as  he  is  about  to  be  caught,  catches 
another  bandit.  W.  C.  Fields,  Una  Merkel,  Rich- 
ard Purcell.  Director:  Edward  Cline. 

Boys  From  Syracuse.  .4003.  . (72) Aug.  9 

Comedy.  Modern  day  modes  are  spoofed  by  their 
counterpart  in  classical  Greece.  Allan  Jones, 
Maitlia  Raye,  Joe  Penner,  Charles  Butterworth, 
Director:  Edward  Sutherland. 

Devil’s  Pipeline.  .5052.  . (66) Nov.  1 

Drama.  Two  engineers  break  up  a racket  in  the 
East  Indies  of  arresting  men  and  thereby  ob- 
taining free  labor  in  the  oil  fields.  Richard 
Arlen,  Andy  Devine,  Jeanne  Kelly.  Director: 
Christy  Cabanne. 

Diamond  Frontier.  .5019.  . (71)  Oct.  4 

Melodrama.  Diamond  thieves  frame  a doctor 
who  is  sentenced  to  a penal  colony.  He  escapes 
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and  revenges  himself  as  well  as  proving  his  in- 
nocence. Victor  McLaglen,  John  Loder,  Anne 
Nagel.  Director:  Harold  Schuster. 

Fugitive,  The.  .50i(5.  . (77)  Sept.  20 

Drama.  A barl)er  who  commits  robbery  and 
murder  is  hounded  by  his  conscience.  Rali>h 
Richardson,  Diana  Wynyard.  Director:  Brian 
Desmond  Hurst. 

Give  tJs  Wings.  . (62) .Dee.  20 

Comedy  Drama.  The  phase  of  aviation  that 
has  to  do  with  crop-dusting.  Billy  Halop,  Huntz 
Hall,  Wallace  Ford,  Anne  Gwynne.  Director: 
Charles  Lamont. 

Hired  Wife.  .5006.  . (96)  Sept.  13 

Comedy.  A cement  manufacturer,  to  escape 
bankruptcy,  is  impelled  by  his  attorney  to  marry 
his  secretary,  putting  his  property  in  her  name, 
although  in  love  with  another  girl.  Rosalind 
Russell,  Brian  Aherne.  John  Carroll,  Robert 
Benchley.  Director:  William  Seiter. 

I’m  Nobody’s  Sweetheart,  Now.  .5036.  . (64)  . .Nov.  1 
Comedy  Drama.  Resenting  their  parents  match- 
making a foursome  meet  at  a cafe  and  switch 
partners  regularly,  but  at  wedding  time  realize 
the  original  setup  is  right.  Helen  Parrish,  Den- 
nis O’Keefe.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin. 

Taw  and  Order.  .5062.  . (57) Get.  18 

Western.  Two  pals  set  out  to  clean  up  a fron- 
tier town  by  forbidding  firearms.  The  desperado 
gang  defies  the  order  and  is  tracked  down,  dis- 
armed and  routed.  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Fuzzy 
Knight.  Director:  Ray  Taylor. 

Feather  Pushers.  .5051 . . (64)  Sept.  13 

Comedy  Drama.  A crooked  promoter  “raffles” 
off  a would-be  wrestling  manager  who  can  box. 
His  contract  is  won  by  a girl  and  needless  to 
say  he  comes  through.  Richard  Arlen,  Andy 
Devine,  Astrid  Allwyn.  Director:  John  Rawlins. 

Margie.  .5026.  . (58)  . Deo.  6 

Musical  Comedy.  A young  man’s  wife  leaves 
in  order  to  spur  him  to  use  his  musical  talent 
in  achieving  success.  Tom  Brown.  Nan  Grey. 
Mischa  Auer.  Otis  Garrett  and  Paul  Gerard 
Smith  directed. 

Meet  the  Wildcat  . .5023- . (61)  . . . . . .Nov.  22 

Comedy  Mystery.  A New  York  policeman  poses 
as  the  thief  he  is  sent  to  catch  down  in  Mex- 
ico. and  while  there  a girl  falls  in  love  with 
him.  Ralph  Bellamy,  Margaret  Lindsay.  Di- 
rector: Arthur  Lubin. 

Mummy’s  Hand,  The . .5020.  . (67) Sept.  20 

Melodrama.  An  archeologist  finds  a rich  tomb 
and  also  a mummy,  kept  alive  for  some  3.000 
years,  who  goes  on  a killing  rampage.  Dick 
Foran.  Peggy  Moran.  Wallace  Ford,  Eduardo 
Ciannelli.  Director:  Christy  Cabanne. 

One  Night  in  the  Tropics ..  (83) Nov.  15 

Musical.  An  insurance  salesman  falls  in  love 
with  the  girl  whose  marriage  to  another  man 
has  been  insured  by  him.  Allan  Jones,  Nancy 
Kelly,  Robert  Cummings.  Director:  A.  Edward 
Sutherland. 

Pony  Post . . 5063 ..(..)  Nov.  8 

Western.  At  a dangerous  Pony  Express  outpost 
a rider  discovers  murder  and  follows  clues  to  a 
solution.  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Fuzzy  Knight. 
Nell  O’Day.  Director:  Ray  Taylor. 

Ragtime  Cowboy  Joe.  .5061 . . (58) Sept.  20 

Western,  A rustling  investigator  is  accused  of 
killing  a rancher,  but  escapes  jail  when  a 
lynching  threatens,  and  gets  the  goods  on  the 
culprits.  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Fuzzy  Knight. 
Director:  Sherman  Lowe. 

Sandy  Gets  Her  Man . . 5021 . - (66) Nov.  8 

Comedy.  The  baby  is  allow'ed  to  make  the 
choice  of  a husband  for  her  mother  between  a 
policeman  and  a fireman.  Una  Merkel.  Sandy. 
Stuart  Erwin.  Directors:  Otis  Garrett.  Paul 
Gerard  Smith. 

Seven  Sinners.  . (86) Oct.  25 

Drama.  A honky-tonk  siren  in  the  East  Indies 
gives  up  her  love  for  a naval  lieutenant  to  save 
his  career.  Marlene  Dietrich,  John  Wayne, 
Mischa  Auer,  Albert  Dekker,  Director:  Tay  Gar- 
nett. 

Slightly  Tempted.  .5024.  . (60)  Oct.  18 

Comedy.  A daughter  tries  to  keep  her  father 
from  former  cronies  when  he  is  released  from 
jail.  Her  boy  friend  helps  but  it  ends  up  by  the 
father,  through  his  machinations,  helping  them. 
Hugh  Herbert,  Peggy  Moran,  Johnny  Downs. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

South  to  Karanga.  .4039.  . (69) Aug.  2 

Melodrama.  An  assortment  of  tropical  types  and 
their  adventures,  climaxed  by  a native  attack 
upon  a train  and  mining  settlement  in  Africa. 
Charles  Bickford.  James  Craig,  Luli  Deste.  Di- 
rector: Harold  Shuster. 

Spring  Parade.  .5001.  . (89)  Sept.  27 

Drama  with  Music.  As  the  inadvertent  guest  of 
a Viennese  baker,  Deanna  meets  a corporal,  and 
both,  discovering  their  interest  in  music,  write 
a waltz  that  is  a hit  at  the  emperor’s  ball. 
Deanna  Durbin,  Robert  Cummings.  Director, 
Henry  Koster. 


Trail  of  the  Vigilantes.  . (75) Dec.  13 

Western.  Three  buddies  witness  a stagecoach 
holdup,  and  when  chased,  take  refuge  on  a 
ranch  where  they  learn  about  the  crooked  of- 
ficials. So  they  stay  and  clean  up  the  town, 
Franchot  Tone,  Broderick  Crawford,  Mischa 
Auer,  Warren  William.  Director:  Allan  Dwan. 


Warner  Bros, 

Always  a Bride . . (60) ............  Nov.  2 

Comedy  Drama.  A happy-go-lucky  playboy 
scares  off  a rival  from  marrying  the  girl  he 
wants,  and  makes  good  by  a fluke  election  to 
the  mayoralty.  Rosemary  Lane,  George  Reeves. 
Director:  Noel  Smith. 

Calling  All  Husbands . .519  ..  (58) Sept.  7 

V.  oiiiedy  Drama.  A domineering  wife’s  role  is 
ended  when  husband  discovers  the  “rich  suitor” 
she  gave  up  is  panhandling.  Ernest  Truex, 
George  Tobias,  Lucile  Fairbanks.  Director: 
Shepard  Traube. 

City  for  Conquest ..  506 ..  (104)  Sept.  21 

Drama,  Slum  dwellers — a fighter,  a dancer  and 
a mobster  are  driven  by  ambition  to  the  top, 
only  to  have  fate  tumble  them.  James  Cagney, 
Ann  Sheridan,  Frank  Craven.  Director:  Ana- 
tole  Litvak. 

Dispatch  From  Reuter’s  . 511 ..  (89) Oct.  19 

Drama.  A treatise  on  the  formation  of  one 
of  the  world’s  greatest  news  services.  Edward 
G.  Robinson,  Edna  Best,  Eddie  Albert.  Director: 
William  Dieterle. 

Fast  of  the  River..  (73) Nov.  9 

Melodrama.  The  hoodlum  brother  returns  to 
complicate  his  other  brother’s  romance,  but  re- 
grets being  a heel  and  straightens  matters  when 
he  escapes  a “rubout.”  John  Garfield,  Marjorie 
Rambeau,  Brenda  Marshall.  Director:  Alfred  E. 
Green. 

Flowing  Gold  . . 412 . . (81)  Aug.  24 

Melodrama.  An  oilfields  worker,  escaping  from 
a murder  he  committed  in  self-defense,  stops 
an  oil  well  fire  to  save  co-workers,  though  do- 
ing so  reveals  him  to  the  police.  John  Gar- 
f-eld.  Frances  Farmer,  Pat  O’Brien.  Director: 
Alfred  E.  Green. 

Knute  Rockne — All  American  . .502.  . (98)  ...  .Oct,  5 
Biog.  Drama.  The  life  of  the  great  coach.  In 
it  are  the  Four  Horsemen,  the  Gipper,  the  for- 
ward pa.ss,  and  other  highlights  from  football 
archives.  Pat  O’Brien,  Donald  Crisp,  Albert 
Basserman,  Gale  Page,  Ronald  Reagan.  Direc- 
tor: Lloyd  Bacon. 

Lady  With  Red  Hair  .512.  . (75) Nov.  30 

Drama.  A woman  fights  her  way  to  the  pin- 
nacle of  success  in  the  theatre  but  finds  her 
true  happiness  in  sacrifice.  Miriam  Hopkins, 
Richard  Ainley.  Director:  Kurt  Bernhardt. 

INIoney  and  th**  Woman  . 41 7 ..  (65) Aug.  17 

Melodrama.  A bank  teller’s  wife  Twevails  upon 
a bank  executive  to  cover  up  the  thefts  of  her 
husliand;  the  husband  then  obliges  by  robbing 
the  bank  again.  Jeffrey  Lynn.  Brenda  Mar- 
shall. Roger  Pryor.  Director:  William  K.  How- 
ard. 

River’s  End.  .414.  (70)  Aug.  10 

Action  Drama.  A dying  mountie  is  convinced  of 
the  innocence  of  the  man  he  captures,  and  the 
latter  resembling  the  mountie,  is  persuaded  to 
pose  as  such  and  track  down  the  real  criminal. 
Dennis  Morgan.  Elizabeth  Earl,  Victor  Jory.  Di- 
rector: Ray  Enright. 

Sea  Hawk,  The . .401 . . (125)  Aug.  31 

Melodrama.  England  on  the  seas  in  the  days 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  Spanish  Armada,  and 
patriot  buccaneers.  Errol  Flynn,  Brenda  Mar- 
'5ball.  Claude  Rains.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz. 

South  of  Suez..(..) Nov.  16 

Drama.  A diamond  miner,  escaping  a frame- 
up  on  a murder  charge,  is  saved  from  being 
hanged  by  a weak  link  in  his  own  testimony. 
George  Brent,  George  Tobias.  Brenda  Marshall. 
Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

Tugboat  Amiio  Sails  Again  . (77) Oct.  26 

Comedy  Drama.  The  valiant  struggles  of  a 
woman  captain  of  a tugboat  to  keep  afloat, 
literally  and  figuratively,  in  a toughly  competi- 
tive man’s  world.  Marjorie  Rambeau.  Alan 
Hale.  Jane  Wyman.  Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

State  Rights 

Captain  Moonlight ,.  (58)  Atlas  Films 

Musical  Drama.  A girl  is  saved  from  marrying 
a card  sharp  when  the  hero  unmasks  him  as  a 
bigamist,  John  Garrick.  Winifred  Shotter,  5-40 

Code  of  the  Cactus..  (56) Victory 

Western.  A rustler  outbids  a cattleman  for  a 
government  contract  and  is  tracked  down.  Tim 
McCoy,  Ben  Corbett.  8-40 

George  Washingt<»n  Carver..  (61) Bryant 

Negro  Semi-Documentary.  The  life  of  the 
Negro  scientist.  Director:  Ben  Parker.  5-40 


Hidden  Menace.  . (58)  Alliance  Films 

Drama.  A magician  in  love  with  a dancer  seeks 
to  do  away  with  the  acrobat  she  loves.  Otto 
Kruger,  Gertrude  Michael.  5-40 

I Take  This  Oath..  (67)  Syndicate 

Drama.  The  son  of  an  inspector  tracks  down 
the  racketeers  who  murdered  his  father.  Gor- 
don Jones,  Joyce  Compton,  J.  Farrell  MacDon- 
ald. Director:  Sherman  Scott,  5-40 

Leopard  Men  of  Africa..  (65) Select 

Documentary.  An  expedition  through  Africa, 
showing  types  of  people,  dances,  animals,  locust 
swarms.  10-40 

IJghtnIng  Strikes  West..  (56)  ....Colony 

Western.  A special  investigator  traces  a re- 
leased criminal  to  where  he  has  concealed 
stolen  gold.  Ken  Maynard.  6-40 

.Macushia  . . (60)  Stellar  Attrac. 

Melodrama.  Romance  of  a girl  and  an  Irish 
border  guard  who  is  hunting  her  brother  for 
gun  running.  Pamela  Wood,  Liam  Gaffney.  5-40 

Mercy  Plane..  (72)  Syndicate 

Drama.  A wizard  flyer  traps  his  girl’s  brother 
selling  stolen  planes  to  foreign  powers.  James 
Dunn,  Frances  Gifford,  5-40 

Mr.  Washington  Goes  to  Town . . (65) . . . Dixie-Nat’l 
All-Negro  Comedy.  Sennett-type  slapstick  with 
all  the  gags  in  the  book.  F.  E.  Miller,  Manton 
Moreland.  Director:  Jed  Buell.  5-40 

Murder  in  the  Night..  (58) Film  Alliance 

Melodrama.  A woman  scorned  brings  about  the 
capture  of  a gangster  night  club  owner  who 
murdered  a squealer.  Jack  La  Rue,  Sandra 
Storme.  Director:  Norman  Lee.  8-40 

Secrets  of  a Model.,  (60)  Times  Pictures 

Melodrama.  True  love  finally  comes  to  the  girl 
who  fell  victim  to  the  villain.  Sharon  Lee, 
Phyllis  Barry.  5-40 

Suicide  Legion ..  (,54)  Film  Alliance 

Drama  An  Italian  officer  meets  his  estranged 
Austrian  wife  years  after  the  war  which  di- 
vided them.  Tullio  Carminati,  Lilli  Palmer.  Di- 
rector: Herbert  Wilcox.  5-40 

Texas  Renegades ..  (59)  Syndicate 

Western.  Posing  as  an  outlaw,  a marshal  rounds 
up  the  evildoers  In  a western  town,  Tim  Mc- 
Coy. 5-40 

Time  in  the  Sun..  (56) World  Pictures 

Documentary.  Cultural  and  sociological  aspects 
of  the  Mexican  Indian.  From  footage  by  Sergei 
Eisenstein.  10-40 


Foreign  Dialogue 

Baker’s  Wife,  The . .FYench . . (97) B.  W.  Inc. 

Drama.  The  village’s  need  for  bread  brings 
back  the  baker’s  trifling  wife.  Raimu,  Ginette 
Leclerc.  Director:  Marcel  Pagnol.  3-40 

Flatidine  (A)  . . (French)  . . (82)  French  M,  P. 

Comedy  Drama.  The  hopeless  love  of  a 16-year- 
old  schoolgirl  for  an  older  man.  Blanchette 

Brunoy,  Max  Dearly.  4-40 

Friendship  ( Italian) ..  (74)  Esperia 

Comedy.  A gay  bachelor  thinks  he’s  in  love  with 
his  friend’s  wife;  so  does  his  friend;  and  so 
does  the  wife,  until  she  breaks  up  the  friendship 
■ — ^then  returning  to  her  husband.  Mario  Besozzi, 
Elsa  Merlin!.  4-40 

Great  Beginning.  .Russian.  . (95)  . . (A) Artkino 

Drama.  The  rise  of  a peasant  woman  to  the 
Supreme  Soviet,  with  its  attendant  humor  and 
romance.  Vera  Maretskaya,  V.  Vanin,  B. 
Blinov.  11-40 

Great  Light,  The  (Italian) ..  (80)  Esperia 

Drama.  The  religious  atmosphere  of  a shrine 
dissuades  a man  from  avenging  himself  upon 
one  who  had  railroaded  him  for  a crime  he  did 
not  commit.  Amedeo  Nazzari,  Leda  Gloria.  4-40 

Heritage.  .French.  . (75)  French  Films 

Drama.  An  unrequited  lover  helps  his  friend, 
wanted  by  police  for  stabbing  him,  to  escape 
with  the  girl  he  himself  can’t  have.  Juanita 
Montenegro,  Vital.  12-40 

Kiss  of  Fire.  .French.  . (84)  ..  (A) Hakim  Bros. 

Comedy  Drama,  An  unscrupulous  flirt  breaks 
up  a romance  and  runs  off  with  the  man.  She 
tires  of  him.  but  a church  organist,  his  friend, 
finds  them  and  settles  her  hash.  Viviane  Ro- 
mance. Michel  Simon,  12-40 

Let  George  Do  It..  (73) Film  Alliance 

Comedy  Drama.  A goop  gets  mixed  up  with 
British  Intelligence  and  finally  kibitzes  into 
the  capture  of  a submarine.  George  Formby, 
Phyllis  Calvert.  10-40 

File  of  Giuseppe  Verdi,  The  (Italian) 

(115)  Esperia 

Drama  with  Music.  Biography  of  the  opera  com- 
poser. Gaby  Morlay,  Fosco  Giachetti.  Director: 
Carmine  Gallone.  4-40 

Mayerling  to  Sarajevo  (French)  ..  (88) , .Leo  Films 
Drama,  The  story  of  the  archduke  who  pre- 
ferred to  marry  the  woman  he  loved  to  one 
royally  pr8scril)ed.  John  Lodge,  Edwige  Feuil* 
lere.  Director:  Max  Ophuls.  10-40 


132 


BOXOFFICE  ::  December  21,  1940 


AN  INTERPRETATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  OPINIONS  DEDUCED  FROM 
THE  LANGUAGE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  PAPER  REVIEWS. 


The  plus  and  minus  siems  Indicate  the  decree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Where  our  compiler  is  unable  to  form 
any  opinion  from  the  review  the  sien  “o”  is  used.  Blank  spaces  indicate  no  review.  This  department  serves  also  as  an 
Alphabetical  Index  to  feature  releases.  Listincs  cover  reviews  appearinc  by  the  Saturday  preceding  date  of  this  issue. 
It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  from  week  to  week.  The  meaning  of  the  various  signs  and  tUeir  combinations  is  as  fallows: 

HVery  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor 

In  the  summary  Is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


•o 

CD 

Title 

Distr. 

c 

e 

0 

n 

Harrison’ 

Reports 

Variety 

Showmen 

Trade  Re' 

Film  Dail 

Q 

Holiywoo 

Reporter 

o 

o fe 

Summar 

Title 

Distr. 

§ 

c 

« 

& 

Harrison’ 

Reports 

Variety 

Showmen 

Trade  Re' 

Film  Dail 

c 

p 

p 

Holiywoo 

Reporter 

Holiywoo 

Variety 

S 

3 

m 

Always  a Bride  (FiN) 

Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col)  . . 


Argentine  Nights  (Cniv) . 
Arise  My  Love  (Para)  . . . 


Arizona  Frontier  (Rep) 

B 

Bank  Dick,  The  (Cniv) 

Barnyard  Follies  (Rep) 

Dark  Streets  of  Cairo  (Cniv)  . . 


Behind  the  News  (Rep) . 


Billy  the  Kid  in  Texas  (PRC) . 

Blackout  (UA)  

Bloiidie  Has  Servant  Trouble 

(Col)  

Blondie  Plays  Cupid  (Col) 

Boom  Town  (M-O-M) 


Boys  From  Syracuse  (Cniv)... 
Bride  Wore  Crutches  (20th-Fox) 
Brigham  Young — Frontiers- 
man (20th-Fox)  


Calling  All  Husbands  (WB) ...  ± 


Chad  Hanna  (20th-Fox) 

Chamber  of  Horrors  (Mono) . 
Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax 


Charter  Pilot  (20th-Fox) . 


Christmas  In  July  (Para)  . . . 
City  for  Conquest  (WB)  . . . . 

Colorado  (Rep)  

Coinin’  Round  the  Mountain 

(Para)  

Comrade  X (M-G-M) 

Convoy  (RKO)  


-f* 

-H 

-H 

— 

+ 

— 

d: 

6+  7- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

10-f-  2— 

+ 

— 

— 

+ 

+ 

O 

+ 

+ 

6-)-  2— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-f  2— 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

•H 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

+ 

— 

3-1-  3— 

+f 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

13+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8-1-  1- 

— 

o 

3-f  3— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

= 

6-1-  2— 

+ 

+ 

3+ 

•H- 

+ 

++ 

44 

+ 

tt 

# 

44 

14+ 

1+  1- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

6+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7-1-  2— 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

14+ 

+ 

+ 

o 

44 

+ 

7-1-  2- 

+ 

+ 

-H 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

44 

12+ 

— 

— 

3-1-  6- 

tt 

+ 

++ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

-h 

o 



_ 

4-f  6— 

+ 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

9-1-  2— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4+  1- 

2-1-  2— 

+ 

— 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

6+  3— 

-f 

— 

o 

44 

dr 

6-1-  4— 

+ 

+ 

dr 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

8-1-  1- 

4+ 

d: 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14-f-  1— 

44 

-H- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4-1-  2— 

— 

— 

— 

4+  7- 

•H- 

-H- 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

14+ 

D 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO) . . . 
Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para) .... 
Dark  Streets  of  Cairo  (Cniv) . . 

Devil’s  Pipeline  (Cniv) 

Diamond  Frontier  (Cniv) 

Dispatch  From  Reuters  (WB) 
Dr.  Kildare’s  Crisis  (M-G-M)  . . 
Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home 

(M-G-M)  

Doomed  to  Die  (Mono) 

Down  Argentine  Way  (20-Fox) 
Dreaming  Out  Loud  (RKO)  . . . 
Drums  of  the  Desert  (Mono) . . 

Dulcy  (M-G-M)  

Durango  Kid,  The  (Col) 


Earl  of  Puddlestone  (Rep) . . 

East  of  the  River  (FN) 

Ellery  Queen,  Master  Detec- 


+ 


+ 

+ 


■H- 


+ ± 


+ 


± + + 
± + 

o 


+ + + 


++ 

+ 


+ 

+ 

++ 

+ 


± + 
tt  o 


-l-+f  + + 

± ± ± + 

■H-  + 4+  +f  ++ 


+ 

+ 


+ 

+ 


+ 

+ 

4- 


+ 
+ 

o +t 

» + 

» + 

+ - 

If  tt 

± + 

+ + 

+ + 


1+ 


8+ 

«+ 

3-f- 

«+ 

7+ 

14-1- 

5+ 


3— 

4— 
6— 


7+ 

7-1-  6— 

15+ 

7-1-  6— 

7- 1-  3— 

8- 1-  2— 
4-1-  8- 


+ + ± 


tive  (Col)  

....  -f 

+ 

+. 

Escape  (M-G-M)  

....  +1 

44 

44 

44 

44 

o 

Escape  to  Glory  (Col) 

....  -f 

+ 

44 

44 

F 

Fantasia  (Disney)  

....  -H- 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

■H- 

+ 


± 7-1-6— 

+ »+  7- 

hP  6-1-2- 

+ 13+ 

+ »+  1- 


12+ 


Fargo  Itld  (RKO)  

Father  Is  a Prince  (FN) .... 
Fight  for  Life,  The  (Col) .... 
Five  Little  Peppers  In 

Trouble  (Col)  

Flowing  Gold  (WB)  

Foreign  Correspondent  (CA) 

Four  Mothers  (WB)  

Four  Sons  (20th-Fox) 

Friendly  Neighbors  (Rep) . . . 
Frontier  Vengeance  (Cniv)  . . 
Fugitive  From  Justice  (FN) . 
Fugitive  From  a Prison  Camp 
(Col)  


G 

Gallant  Sons  (M-G-M) 

Gay  Caballero,  The  (20th-Fox) 
Girl  From  Avenue  A (20th-Fox) 
Girl  From  God’s  Country  (Rep) 

Girl  From  Havana  (Rep) 

Girls  Cnder  21  (Col) 

Give  Cs  Wings  (Cniv) 

Glamour  for  Sale  (Col) 

Go  West  (M-G-M) 

Golden  Fleecing,  The  (M-G-M) 

Gulden  Gloves  (Para) 

Gold  Rush  Maisie  (M-G-M) . . . 

Great  Dictator,  The  (CA) 

Great  McGinly,  The  (Para) .... 
(Jreat  Plane  Robbery  (Col) .... 
Great  ProfUe,  The  (20th-Fox) . 
Gun  Code  (PRC)  

H 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M) 
He  Stayed  for  Breakfast  (Col) 
Hired  Wife  (Cniv)  


Howards  of  Virginia  (Col)... 
Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)  

1 

I Love  Vou  Again  (M-G-M) . . 
I Married  Adventure  (Col) . . . 
I Want  a Divorce  (Para)  . . . . 
I’m  Nobody’s  Sweetheart 

Now  (Cniv)  

I’m  StiU  Alive  (RKO) 

I 

Jennie  (20th-Fox)  

E 

Itit  Carson  (CA)  

Knute  Rockne — All  American 
(WB)  


Laddie  (RKO)  

Lady  in  ({uestion.  The  (Col) . 
Lady  With  Red  Hair  (WB) . . 

Ladies  Must  Live  (FN) 

Laughing  at  Danger  (Mono)  . . 

Law  and  Order  (Cniv) 

Leather  Pushers,  The  (Cniv) . 

Letter,  The  (FN) 

Let’s  Make  Music  (RKO) 

U’l  Abner  (RKO)  

Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Cniv)  . . 
Little  Men  (RKO) 


+ 

dr 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6-1-  1- 

dr 

dr 

— 

=: 

= 

3-1-  8— 

+ 

+ 

*+ 



_ 

= 

_ 

2-1-  7— 

dr 

dr 

44 

+ 

+ 

± 

± 

9-1-  6— 

44 

■H 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

44 

3+ 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

O 

+ 

+ 

10+ 

dr 

+ 

6-1-  6— 

o 

— 

+ 

+ 

3+  2— 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

— 

5+  4— 

3-1-  6— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

+ 

10+  1— 

+ 

rh 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

+ 

7+  8- 

+ 

dr 

+ 

= 

— 

6+  6— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+ 

dr 

— 

+ 

6+  6— 

— 

rir 

r+r 

+ 

4+  4— 

— 

dr 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  4— 

dr 

— 

+ 

= 

6+  7— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

6+ 

+ 

+ 

dr 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

10+  2— 

+ 

rt 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

9+  3— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  2— 

44 

-H- 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

13+  1— 

+ 

dr 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14+  1— 

+ 

6+  6— 

+ 

++ 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

13+  1— 

+ 

+ 

3+ 

+ 

rt 

+ 

= 

+ 

6+  6- 

44 

tt 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

15+ 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

15+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

9+  2— 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

6+  4— 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  6- 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

14+ 

+ 

± 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

1(1+  4— 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

o 

+ 

+ 

8+ 

± 

+ 

rfc 

+ 

+ 

8+  5— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

9+  2— 

44 

44 

•H* 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

9+  2— 

+ 

+ 

■H- 

+ 

o 

44 

+ 

9+  1- 

+ 

— 

o 

+ 

=p 

5+  4— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  3— 

dr 

+ 

dr 

+ 

+ 

5+  2— 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

8+  3— 

44 

+ 

44 

■ff 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

+ 

+ 

dr 

+ 

o 

dr 

+ 

6+  3— 

+ 

+ 

6+  4— 

44 

+ 

+ 

-H- 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

13+ 

— 

=: 

+ 

dr 

44 

+ 

7+  6- 

BOXOFFICE  ::  December  21,  1940 


133 


HVery  Good;  + Good;  ±Fair;  -i- Mediocre;  — Poor;  —Very  Poor 


4/ 

X 

s * 

*a  ^ 

« 

§ 

1 

E: 

0 

O 

M 

ll 

x 

s ® 

St’S 

a 

c 

ll 

> >< 
S.s 

5 

B 

Title  Distr. 

0 

n 

a 

8SS 

d 

> 

t 

c»H 

E 

0 ^ 
88 

o d 

3 

M 

Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M)  . . . 

ff 

■H- 

+ 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

13-1-  1— 

Lone  Star  Raiders  (Rep) 

ip 

It 

2-|-  2— 

Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a Date  (Col) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

5-4 

Lonjf  Voyaire  Home  (tJA) 

+ 

+f 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

134- 

Lucky  Partners  (KKO) 

++ 

-1- 

44 

44 

44 

4+ 

44 

154- 

M 

Man  I Married  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

-t- 

+ 

44 

4- 

-4 

4- 

4- 

9-4 

Margie  (UniT)  

— 

it 

H= 

o 

6-1-  7— 

Mark  of  Zorro,  The  (20tli-Fox) 

■H- 

■f 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

144- 

Meet  the  DUssus  (Rep) 

it 

it 

it 

5-|-  5— 

Meet  the  AVildcat  (ITniv) 

— 

+ 

— 

4- 

4- 

6-f  6— 

Melody  and  Moonlight  (Rep) . . 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

10-1-  2— 

Melody  Ranch  (Rep) 

+ 

-1- 

44 

44 

4- 

-4 

44 

10-4 

Men  Against  the  Sky  (RKO)  . . 

+ 

+ 

-1- 

44 

-4 

-4 

it 

84-  1- 

Mexican  Spitfire  Out  iVest 

(RKO)  

-1- 

-1- 

4- 

-4 

-4 

7-1-  2— 

Millionaires  in  Prison  (RKO) . 

+ 

It 

-4 

4- 

0 

-4 

7-1-  2- 

Misbehaving  Husbands  (P-R-C) 

+ 

It 

4- 

44 

4- 

6-1-  1- 

Missing  Peoiile  (Mono) 

ip 

it 

2-1-  2— 

Money  and  the  Woman  (WI5)  . 

It 

±: 

— 

4- 

7-f  7— 

Moon  Over  Rurma  (Para) 

-1- 

d- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

-4 

9-f  1- 

Mortal  Storm,  The  (M-G-M)  . . 

+ 

++ 

4+ 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

4- 

134- 

Mummy’s  Hand,  The  (Unix).. 

-f 

— 

o 

4- 

4- 

5-1-  3— 

Murder  Over  New  York 

(20th-Fox)  

it 

-4 

4- 

o 

4- 

7-1-  3- 

Mystery  Sea  Raider  (Para) .... 

-t- 

-t- 

4- 

44 

4- 

-4 

»-l-  2— 

N 

Night  at  Earl  Carroll’s  (Para) 

= 

_ 

4- 

it 

o 

tl 

5-1-  7- 

Night  Train  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

+ 

-f 

4- 

M- 

Nobody’s  Children  (Col) 

— 

qi 

2-f  3— 

No  Time  for  Comedy  (FN) .... 

++ 

-t- 

-h 

44 

44 

4- 

4- 

zt 

11-f  1- 

North  M’est  Mounted  Police 

(Para)  

++ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16-4 

O 

Oklahoma  Renegrades  (Rep).. 

+ 

4- 

4- 

O 

5-4 

OP  Swimmin’  Hole  (Mono).... 

-f- 

it 

4- 

-4 

o 

4- 

6-f  2— 

On  the  Spot  (IM4»no).... 

+ 

— 

-4 

o 

-4 

± 

fi-1-  3- 

One  Crowded  Nigrht  (RKO)  . . 

It 

± 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

8-1-  3— 

One  Alillioii  B.  C.  (CA) 

_ 

-4 

o 

6-1-  6— 

One  Nieht  in  the  Tropics 

(Cniv)  

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

-4 

4- 

8-1-  2— 

Orphans  of  the  North  (Mono) . 

— 

— 

2— 

P 

CaHxpurt  to  Alcatraz  (Col) 

-f 

4- 

4- 



5-f-  4— 

Pastor  Hall  (FA) 

4+ 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44 

-4 

10+  2— 

Phantom  of  Chinatown  (Mono) 

o 

4- 

=4= 

5-1-  4- 

Philadelphia  Story  (M-G-M) . . 

++ 

4+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16-4 

I*ier  l.i  (20th-Fox) 

+ 

-4 

-4 

-4 

± 

4- 

8-f  3— 

Play  Girl  (RKO)  

+ 

44 

+ 

44- 

Pony  Post  (i'niv)  

— 

1 — 

Prairie  Law  (KKO) 

-f- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

o 

-4 

6-1-  1- 

Prairie  Schooners  (Col) 

— 

4- 

= 

2-1-  4— 

Pride  and  Prejudice  (M-G-M) . 

-1- 

44- 

4- 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

134- 

Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox)  . . 

— 

-1- 

4- 

4- 

6-4  4- 

Q 

Quarterback,  The  (Para) 

Hh 

ZH 

-4 

4- 

4- 

8-1-  6— 

Queen  of  Destiny  (RKO) 

44 

44 

4-1- 

Queen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono)  . . . 

-1- 

4- 

o 

4- 

4- 

6-1-  2— 

R 


Ragtime  Cowboy  Joe  (Unix)  . . 

4- 

t: 

4- 

4- 

5-1-  2- 

Rainbow  Over  the  Kancre 

(Mono)  

4- 

4- 

+ 

it 

7-4  5- 

Ramparts  We  Watch  (RKO) . . 

O 

-1- 

44 

4- 

It 

44 

4- 

9-1-  2— 

Range  Busters  (Mono) 

44 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

84-  1- 

Ranger  and  the  Lady  (Rep) . . . 

4- 

4- 

4- 

44-  1- 

Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para) .... 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

4- 

4F 

4f 

13-1-  1— 

Remedy  for  Riches  (RKO) .... 

4- 

It 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

7-4  1- 

Return  of  P'rank  James  (20-Fox) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4+ 

tt 

+4 

4- 

11-f  1- 

Rhythm  on  the  River  (Para) . . 

4- 

+4 

44 

# 

4f 

41 

■H- 

13-4 

Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep) . 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

41- 

14- 

River's  Fnd  (WB) 

4- 

4- 

■±l 

4- 

4- 

o 

4- 

6+  2- 

s 

Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Unix) . . . 

4- 

+ 

4- 

it 

o 

4- 

-4 

7-f  2- 

In  the  summary  +f  is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


Title  Distr. 

Boxoffice  1 

Harrison's 

Reports 

Variety 

Showmen’s 
Trade  Rex. 

Film  Dally 

M.  P.  Daily 

Hollyixood 

Reporter 

Hollyvxood 

Variety 

Summary 

San  Francisco  Docks  (Unix) . . 

H- 

dz 

4- 

dz 

4- 

4- 

6-f  3— 

Safari  (l*ara)  

± 

q: 

q= 

+ 

4- 

-4 

8-f.  .'V- 

Sand.\  Is  a Lady  (Fniv) 

+ 

qi 

-4 

-4 

-4 

-4 

± 

8+  3— 

Sea  Hawk,  The  (WB) 

H 

4- 

■H- 

41 

4+ 

-4 

13-f  I — 

Second  Chorus  (Para) 

44 

4- 

41- 

44 

44 

O 

44 

4f 

13-f 

Secret  Sexen  (Col)  

4- 

4- 

— 

— 

6-f  6— 

Sexen  Sinners  (Unix) 

± 

-4 

4- 

4f 

4- 

4- 

4- 

9-f  2— 

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep) 

± 

-H 

— 

-h 

4- 

-h 

-h 

-4 

7-f  3- 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M) 

it 

±: 

— 

4- 

+ 

o 

= 

= 

4-f  8— 

Slightly  Tempted  (Unix) 

-4 

it 

4- 

4- 

dz 

8+  6— 

So  You  IVon’t  Talk  (Col) 

— 

dz 

4- 

- 

+ 

6-f  7— 

•Son  of  Monte  Cristo  (U.A) 

-4 

dz 

q: 

41- 

± 

-4 

4+ 

10+  4— 

South  to  Karaiig:a  (I'niv) 

4- 

- 

4- 

-4 

-4 

74-  4- 

South  of  Suez  (WB) 

1—  1— 

Spring  Parade  (Unix) 

44 

44 

4- 

-14 

+4 

-H- 

41- 

44 

134- 

Stage  to  Chino  (RKO) 

Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor 

4- 

+4 

-4 

-H 

4- 

4- 

-4 

8-4 

(KKO)  

4- 

4- 

± 

-4 

-4 

8+  4-- 

street  of  Memories  (20th-Fox)  . 

it 

— 

+ 

o 

5-f  5— 

Strike  Dp  the  Band  (M-G-M)  . 

4f 

-14 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

+4 

16-f 

T 

Take  Me  Back  to  Okia.  (Mono) 
Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again 

4- 

4- 

44 

4- 

4- 

4- 

7-4 

4- 

4- 

H- 

-4 

-4 

4- 

4- 



— 

6-f  4— 

44-  1- 

Texas  Terrors  (Rep) 

— 

-4 

That  Gang  of  Mine  (Mono) .... 

4- 

4- 

4- 

— 

64-  4- 

They  Drive  by  Niarht  (FN)..,.. 
They  Knew  What  They  W^anted 

44 

44 

4- 

44 

44 

4- 

-H- 

4^ 

14-4 

(RKO)  

44 

-H- 

4f 

4f 

44 

-H- 

44 

-H- 

44 

44 

4- 

41- 

44 

44 

14-f  1— 
16-4 

Thief  of  Bagdad  (UA) 

Third  Fingfer,  Left  Hand 

-H- 

(M-G-M)  

44 

4- 

4- 

44 

44 

44 

-H- 

■H- 

14-f 

Three  Men  From  Texas  (Para) 

-4 

4- 

-4 

-4 

4- 

4- 

6-4 

Thundering:  Frontier  (Col) .... 

— 

qi 

— 

It 

34-  5— 

Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox) 

4f 

4f 

-H- 

44 

4F 

-H- 

44 

4f 

16-f 

Too  Many  Girls  (RKO) 

-4 

-4 

41- 

44 

-H- 

44 

44 

13-f  1— 

Torpedo  Raider  (Mono) 

-4 

2+  1- 

Trail  Blazers  (Rep) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

O 

4-4 

Trail  of  the  A iffilantes  (Uiiiv)  . 

-h 

4- 

41 

4f 

-4 

4F 

44 

114- 

Trailin'  Double  Trouble  (Mono) 

4- 

4- 

-4 

O 

4- 

it 

6-f  2— 

Triple  Justice  (RKO)  

Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Acrain 

4- 

4- 

-4 

4- 

-4 

6-f  1- 

(FN)  

4- 

+ 

4- 

-4 

-h 

4- 

8-f  3— 

Tulsa  Kid,  The  (Rep) 

4- 

-4 

-4 

4- 

it 

7-f  3- 

u 

Under  Texas  Skies  (Rep) 

-4 

4- 

-4 

-4 

6-f  1- 

Untamed  (Para)  

- 

±: 

4- 

-4 

0 

6-f  6- 

Up  in  the  Air  (Mono) 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

6-4  1- 

V 

Victory  (Para)  

Villain  Still  Pursued  Her, 

44 

4- 

34- 

The  (RKO)  

— 

— 

O 

6-f  7- 

W 

Wagon  Train  (KKO)  

4- 

+ 

o 

4- 

4- 

6-f  1- 

Wagons  Westward  (Rep) 

-4 

+ 

-4 

-4 

4- 

— 

7-f  3- 

West  of  Abilene  (Col) 

-4 

-4 

4-f  2- 

IVest  of  Pinto  Basin  (Mono) . . 

-4 

4- 

o 

44 

it 

7-f  3— 

Westerner,  The  (UA) 

+ 

4- 

44 

44 

-H- 

44 

4- 

12-f  1— 

When  the  Daltons  Rode  (Univ) 

■4 

4f 

4f 

41- 

-H- 

4+ 

-H- 

+4 

164- 

Who  Is  Guilty?  (Mono) 

Who  KUled  Aunt  Maggie? 

dz 

4-f  5— 

(Rep)  

4- 

4- 

4- 

+ 

+ 

4- 

4- 

84-  1- 

WUdcat  Bus  (RKO)  

= 

it 

= 

44-  8- 

World  In  Flames  (Para) 

-4 

44 

4- 

44 

+ 

4- 

8-4 

Wyoming  (M-G-M)  

-4 

+ 

± 

-4 

4- 

4f 

4- 

-4 

9-f  1- 

Y 

Yesterday's  Heroes  (20th-Fox) 

4- 

4- 

6-f  4— 

Young:  Bill  Hickok  (Rep) 

-4 

4- 

-4 

6-f  2- 

You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO) 

4+ 

-H- 

44 

-4 

■14 

44 

41- 

44 

154- 

Young  People  (20th^Fox) 

-4 

-4 

-4 

++ 

-H- 

-4 

-4 

4- 

104- 

You’re  Not  So  Toug:h  (Univ).... 
Youth  AVill  Be  Served 

— 

— 

4- 

o 

-4 

4- 

64-  4- 

(20th-rox)  

>+- 

-h 

-4- 

4- 

-4- 

-4 



4- 

74-  5- 
3-4  1- 

Yukon  Flight  (Mono) 

4- 

-4 
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BOXOFFICE  ::  December  21,  1940 


Numeral  is  production  number.  Running:  time  follows  title.  First  date  is  national 
release,  second  the  date  of  review  in  150XOFFICK;  both  1940  unless  otherwise 
specified.  The  symbol  between  the  dates  is  rating:  from  the  BOXOFFIO-E  review: 
f|-  Very  good,  -)-  Good,  ± Fair,  Mediocre,  — p€)or,  = Very  Poor.  ^ Indicates  short 
of  the  week.  ^ Indicates  Technicolor. 


Skott6  ^katt 


Prod. 

No. 


2425 
14.35 
2424 
2423 
1438, 

1437 

2426 

2421. 
1421. 
1434. 
2422 
1436. 
9437 . 


2972 
2971 

2972, 

2973 

1975. 

2974 


1510. 
2502 . 

2501. 
1512. 
2504 . 
1.511. 

2556. 
2551 . 


1558. 

2554. 
2553 . 
2552. 

2555. 

1656. 

2651. 

2652. 

2653. 


1764. 

2751. 

2752. 

2753. 
1755. 


1706. 
1756. 

1707. 
2704. 

2703. 

2601. 

1858. 

1859. 

1860. 

2851. 

2852. 

2853. 


2803. 

1809. 

2801. 

1808. 

1807. 

2403. 

2401. 
1408. 

2402. 


Rel.  Kat- 

Title  Date  ing  Key'd 

Columbia 

Al.D-STAK  COMEDIES 
.Blondes  and  Blunders  (16).  11-29  ± 12-  7 

.Boohs  in  the  Woods  (17)  ..  5-31  = 7-22 

.Bundle  of  Bliss,  A (18).. 11-  1 .... 

.Cold  Turkey  (16) 10-18  

.rirenian  .Save  My  Choo- 

Choo  (18)  8-9  + 8-31 

.His  Bridal  Fright  (16)...  7-12  

.His  Ex  Marks  the  Spot 

( . . ) 12-13  

.Pleased  to  Mitt  You  (18)..  9-6  .... 

.Skinny  the  Mooeiier  (16V4)  9-8  .... 

.South  of  the  Boudoir  (18).  5-17  ± 6-15 

.Spook  Speaks,  The  (18)...  9-20  -|-  10-19 

.Taming  of  tile  Snood  (16).  6-28  .... 

.Trouble  Finds  Andy 

Clyde  (18)  7-28  

CINESCOPBS 

.Floating  Elephants  (8)... 10-  4 -f  10-19 

.Hobby  Lobby  (11) 8-30  -j-  9-21 

.Industrial  Green  Island 

(10)  9-20  

.Nice  Work  If  You 

Can  Do  It  (9)  11-8  -f  11-23 

.Odd  Vacations  (SVz) 6-16  .... 

.Unique  Industry  ( . . ) 12-19  .... 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

.A  Helping  Paw  (7) 1-7  .... 

-Egg  Hunt,  The  (lYs) 5-31  6-15 

.©Mr.  Elephant  Goes  to 

Town  (7%)  10-4  

.Tangled  Television  (7%)..  8-30  -f  10-19 

.Timid  Pup,  The  (8) 8-1  ± 8-31 

.Wise  Owl  (7) 12-  6 12-7 

.Ye  Olde  Swap  Shup]>e  OVz)  6-28  .... 

COLUMBIA  TOURS 
.Beautiful  British  Colum- 
bia (..)  12-20  

.Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 
la  Varre  Productions) 

(10)  8-16 

. In  the  l.aiid  of  Pagodas 

(9)  6-14  

.Islands  of  the  West 

Indies  (10)  10-25  f|.  11-23 

Old  anti  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (9)  9-27  

.Savoy  In  the  Alps  (l.a 

Varre  Productions)  (10) . 9-13  f|-  10-23 

.Sojourn  in  Havana 

(LaVarre  Prod.)  (9)....  11-25  it  12-  7 
COMMUNITY  SING 
.No.  6 (Medley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28  

.No.  1. . (Jolly  Tunes — D. 

Baker  (10)  10-  2 

.No.  2. . (Popular  Songs — D. 

Baker  (10)  11-8  -f  11-23 

.No.  3.  . (Melodies  That  Lin- 
ger—D.  Baker)  (10) 12-13  

FABIJ5S  CARTOONS 

.Barnyard  Babies  (7)4)....  6-14  .... 

.Farmer  Tom  Thumb  (6)..  9-27  -f-  10-19 

.Mouse  Meets  Lion  (6) 10-25  qr  12-  7 

.Paunch  'n'  Judy  (6) 12-13  

.Pooch  Parade  (6) 7-19  .... 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 

.Happy  Holidays  (6) 10-25  

.News  Oddities  (6) 7-19  .... 

■ Peep  in  the  Deep,  A (6)4)  8-23  -f  S-.ii 

.School  Boy  Dreams  (5)...  9-24  4-  10-19 

.Tom  Thumb’s  Brother 

( •■)  1-17  

■ Wallflower,  The  ( . . ) 11-29 

QUIZ  REELS 

.Take  It  or  Leave  It  (9%).  11-22  o 12-  7 
SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 

•No.  8 (10) <5-7  

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

No.  9 (10) 7-10 

Ken  Murray. 

No.  10  (9) g-io  ± 8-31 

Jack  Oakle. 

■No.  1 (10) 9-6 

Ken  Murray. 

•No.  2 (9) 10-18  o 11-23 

Don  Wilson. 

■No.  3 (9) 11-22  ± 12-  7 

SPECIAL  (HAPPY-HOUR) 

• Puss  in  Boots  (reissue) 

(40)  11-21  

SPORT  REELS 

• Ali  the  Giant  Killer  (..)..  12-27  .... 

Canvas  Capers  (11) 7-19 

Hunting  Wild  Deer  (9)... 11-22  — 12-  7 

Master  of  Cue  With  Willie 

Hoppe  (9)  9-20  -f  10-19 

Saving  Strokes  With  Sam 

Snead  (10)  6-28  

Sirort  of  Kings  (10) 5-24  ± 7-6 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
Cuckoo  Cavaliers  (17) 11-15  zt  12-  7 

• From  Nurse  to  Worse  (16)  8-23  -f  8-31 

How  High  Is  Up  (16) . 7-16  = 8-3 

No  Census,  No  Feeling  (16)  10-  4 .... 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev'd 


1407.  . Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14  

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
Series  2 

1905..  No.  5 (The  Archives)  (11).  7-  4 -)-  8-3 

1906.  .No.  6 (Our  Nat’l  Defense) 

(10)  8-30  

2901..  No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10) 10-25  

2902.  .No.  2 (U.  S.  Military  Acad- 
emy) (Special)  (..)....  11-28  .... 

2903..  No.  3 (U.  S.  Naval  Acad- 

emy) (Special)  (..) 12-20  

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

P-  5..Bu.vers  Beware  (20) 8-17  f)  9-7 

P-201.. yEyes  of  the  Navy  (20).  10-26  -(4  10-26 

P-  6.. Soak  the  Old  (20) 8-24  dz  9-28 

P-815.. Think  I'irst  (21) 9-9  

P-  4.. Women  in  Hiding  (22)....  6-22  zt  7-6 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

'T-214.  .Beautiful  Bali  (9) 11-23  :p  12-14 

T-211.  .Capitol  City,  The — Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  (9) 9-  '3  ++  9-7 

T-212.  .Cavalcade  of  San  Fran- 
cisco (9)  9-28  zp  9-28 

'l’-213..01d  New  Mexico  (10) 10-26  -f  11-  9 

T-  62.. Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9)....  6-  8 q;  6-8 
MINIATURES 

Rodeo  Dough  (10)  (Sepia)  10-  9 ± 12-14 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

(Technicolor) 

M - 90.  .Bookworm  Turns,  The 


Released  Tnice  Weekly 
OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 
.Bubbling  Troubles  (11)... 
.Goin’  Fishin’  (10)... 

.Good  Bad  Boys  (11) 9-  7 

.Kiddie  Kure  (11).... 

.New  Pui>il,  I'he  (11). 

.Waldo’s  Last  Stand  ( 

PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

American  Spoken  Here 

(Sepia)  11-30 

K-126.  .Baron  and  the  Rose,  The 

(11)  

Dreams  (10)  

. Utoiria  of  Death  (10) . . . 

. \\  a.i  in  the  Wilderness, 

A (10)  (Sepia) 6-22 

PETE  SMITH  SPE 
•S-llO.  .Cat  College  (9)  (Sep 
S-113.  .Football  Thrills  of  193,9  (10)  9-21 
S-112.  .I’lease  Answer  (9)i(ii' 

S-261.  .^JQuicker’n  a Wink 

(Sepia)  (9)  10-12 

S-262 ..  Wedding  Bills  (10) 

S-109.  . What’s  Your  1.  Q.?  No.  2 

(9)  

SPECIAL 

ll©FIag  Speaks.  The  (IS 


C-138. 
C-293. 
C-291. 
C-294 . 
C-137. 
C-292. 


K-127 

K-124 


X-151. 


. 5-25 

7-  6 

.10-26 

11-  9 

. 9-  7 

+ 

9-  7 

11-23 

. 4-27 

4-27 

.10-  5 

2 

12-  7 

.11-30 

•H 

12-  7 

. 9-  7 

-H- 

9-28 

11-16 

12-14 

10-12 

+ 

11-  9 

. 6-22 
vriES 

+ 

7-  6 

6-29 

9-21 

-H- 

9-28 

8-24 

++ 

9-  7 

10-12 

ff 

12-  7 

11-30 

-H- 

12-  7 

6-10 

7-  6 

6-14 

++ 

5-  4 

Paramount 


5-17 

7-19 


ANIMATED  ANTICS 
HO-4 . . Bring  Himself  Back  Alive 

(7)  12-20 

HO-1.. Dandy  Lion,  The  (7) 9-20 

HO-3.. Mommy  Loves  Puppy  (7).  11-29 
HO-2.. Sneak,  Snoojj  & Snitch  (7)  10-25 
BENCHLEY  COMEDIES 
SO-  1 . . Trouble  With  Husbands 

(11)  11-  8 

COLOR  CLASSICS 
(In  Technicolor) 
C9-4..Kick  in  Time,  A (7).... 

C9-5.  .Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7). 
C9-6..YOU  Can’t  Shoe  a Horse- 
fly (7)  8-23 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

Pacific  Paradise  (10) 6-21 

FASCINATING  JOURNEYS 
(Technicolor) 

.^River  Thames — Yester- 
day (10)  

GABBY  CARTOOl 

GO-  2 ..  Constable,  The  (7) 

GO-  1 . . Illng  for  a Day  ( 7 ) 

HEADLINER 

A9-  9.  .Blue  Barron  and  His 

Orchestra  (10)  

AO-  2.. Listen  to  Larry  (10)... 

AO-  1 . . ^Moments  of  Charm  of 

1941  (10)  

A9-10.. Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch. 

(11)  


10-  5 
12-  7 

11- 23 


-H-  12-  1 


-f 


5-18 

8-31 


K9-7. 


MO-  1. 


Prod 

Rel. 

Rat- 

No. 

Title 

Date 

ing 

Rev’d 

PARAMOUN'l’ 

NEM’S 

Released  Twice 

M'eekly. 

PARAGKAPHICS 

V9- 

9.. Dangerous  Dollars  (11)...  6-28 

VO- 

1.. Nature’s  Nursery  (10) ....  10-11 

10-26 

V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

No.  2 (11) 

9-  9 

8-24 

VO- 

2.. Seeing  Is  Believing 

(11) . .11-22 

12-  7 

V9- 

8.  .©Television  Preview 

(10) . 5-17 

++ 

5-18 

(Lanny  Koss-Ted  Huslng) 
POPEYE  CARTOONS 


E9-10.. Doing  Imirossikible  Stunts 
(1)  

. 8-  2 

+ 

EO-  4.. Eugene,  the  Jeep  (7).... 

.12-13 

FO-  9.. Flightin’  Fals  (8) 

. 7-12 

-H- 

F8-ll..It*s  the  Natural  Thing:  to 
Do  (7)  

. 7-28 

EO-  2.. My  Pop,  My  Pop  (7) 

.10-18 

E9-8..Nurse  Mates  (7)  

E9-  6 . Onion  Pacific  (7) 

. 6-21 
. 5-24 

+ 

EO-  l..Popeye  Meets  William 

TeU  (7)  

9-20 

E9-12 .. Puttin’  on  the  Act  (7)... 

, 8-30 

+ 

Bi29-ll.  . Wiinmin’  Hadn’t  Ouffhta 
Drive  (7)  

. «-1fl 

-1- 

EO-  3.  .M’ith  Poopdeck  Pappy  (7) 

11-15 

o 

8-17 
zt  12-  7 
8-17 

8-26 
10-26 

6-22 

10-  5 
8-24 


8-24 
12-  7 


.19-6 

JO-1. 

JO-2. 


RO-  1 
KO-  4 


(8)  

7-20 

-1- 

8-31 

KO-  3 

W-  94. 

.Gallopin’  Gals  (8).. 

,10-26 

11-  9 

RO-  2 

.Homeless  Flea,  The 

(8). . . 

10-12 

-H- 

12-  7 

. Lonesome  Stranger 

(9)  .. 

11-23 

12-  7 

K9-13. 

W-  89. 

.MUky  Way,  The  (8) 

6-22 

+ 

7-  6 

W-  92. 

.Pai>a  Gets  the  Bird 

(8) . . . 

9-  7 

H- 

9-28 

B9-  5 

W-  91. 

.Romeo  in  Rhythm  (8).... 

8-10 

9-  7 

W-  88. 

.Tom  Turkey  (7).... 
M-G-M  NEWS  OF 

THE 

6-  8 
DAY 

B9-  9 
no-  'i 

B9-11 

B9-10 


B9-  6 
B9-  4 


B9-  8 
B9-12 


POPUl,AR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

.(11)  6-28 

.(11)  9-6 

.(10)  11-  1 

GKANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

■ Diving  Demons  (10) 9-  6 

.Marine  Roundup  (10) 12-  6 

.Motorcycle  Stunting  (10). 11-  8 

. Sporting  Everglades,  The 

(10)  10-  4 

.Sink  or  Swim  (10) 7-12 

STONE  AGE  CARTOONS 
.Foul  Ball  Player,  'I'he 

(7)  

Fulla  Bluff  Man,  The  (7).  8 

.Granite  Hotel  (7) 4-26 

.Pedagogical  Institution  (7)  9-13 
.Springtime  in  the  Rock- 

age  (7)  8-.30 

Ugly  Dino,  The  (7) 6-14 

.Wa.v  Back  When  a Niglit 
Club  Mas  a Stick  (7).. 

.May  B^ack  M’hen  a Ra/.z- 
berry  M'as  a Fruit  (7). 

.M'a.v  Back  M'hen  M'onien 
Had  Their  M'eigh  (7) . . 

UNUSUAL  OCtUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 


+ 


10- 

12- 


fl-  10-  5 
-f  12-  7 
+ 11-23 

++  11-  9 


5-24 

6-22 

8-  9 

8 24 

4-26 

9-13 

5-18 

8-.30 

6-14 

5-16 

7-26 

-i- 

8-17 

9-27 

1,9-5 . 

• No. 

5 

(10) 

5-31 

5-18 

1,9-6. 

.No. 

6 

(11) 

8-  2 

++ 

8-17 

LO-1. 

.No. 

1 

(11) 

9-  7 

-1- 

10-  5 

LO-2. 

.No. 

2 

(11) 

11-29 

+ 

12-  7 

04.105. 

04.107, 

04.109 

04,114 

04,113 


04,106 

ht,112 


04.110 
04.108. 

04.111 

13.401 
03.405. 

04.402 

03.704. 

13.701 

13,702. 


-I-  8-24  03,111. 

0.3,112. 


03,113. 


.11-  8 

S 

++ 

11-23 

13,102, 

.11-15 

-f- 

11-23 

.10-18 

+ 

10-26 

13,103. 

. 5-31 

+ 

6-22 

1,3,104. 

.10-25 

+ 

10-26 

. 9-13 

■H- 

10-  5 

04.210. 

04.211. 

. 7-19 

+ 

8-31 

04,212. 

RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

.Big  Hearted  Pluto  (..)...  1-24 

.Billposters  (8) 

Bone  Trouble  (9) 6-28 

Donald’s  Vacation  (8).. 

.Fire  Chief  (..) 11-22 

.Gone  With  the  Whirlwind 

(..)  

.Goofy’s  Glider  (8) 11 

.Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8). 

.Mr.  Mouse  Takes  a Trip 

(8)  

.Pantry  Pirate  (8) 12-2 

.Pluto’s  Dream  House  (8) 

.Put-Put  Trouble  (7) 

.Window  Cleaners  (8) . . . . 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 
.Sunk  bv  the  Census  (18).  9-  6 

.’Taint  Legal  (16) 5-24 

Trailer  Tragedy  (17) 10-18 

LEON  EKROT.  COMEDIES 
Bested  by  a Beard  (20) 

.He  Asked  for  It  (18) 9-27 

.Tattle  Talevision  (19) 11-29 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

.No.  11  (18) 

The  U.  S.  Navy. 

.No.  12  (17) 8-2 

S|>oils  of  Conquest. 

■ UNO.  13  (20) 

Gateways  to  Panama. 

.No.  1 (19) 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 

.No.  2 (18) 

Britain’s  R.  A.  F. 

• No.  3 (19) 10-25 

Mexico,  Good  Neighbor’s 
Dilemma. 

.No.  4 (19) 11-22 

Arms  and  the  men. 

PATHE  INFORMATI 

.No.  10  (11) 5-17 

.No.  11  (10) 

.^^No.  12  (12) 7-12 


. .5-17 

-1- 

5-25 

. 6-28 

. 8-  9 

-H- 

8-io 

11-22 

12-14 

.11-  1 

.11-  1 

+ 

12-14 

. 6-  7 

.11-  1 

+ 

11-23 

.12-27 

. 8-30 

-t- 

9-21 

. 7-19 

. 9-20 

10-26 

lEDIES 

. 9-  6 

9-21 

. 5-24 

.10-18 

DIES 

4- 

11-  9 

. 7-26 

. 9-27 

9-21 

.11-29 

! 6-  7 

-1- 

6-22 

. 8-  2 

+ 

8-10 

8-24 

■H 

8-31 

. 9-13 

++ 

9-21 

.10-  4 

+ 

10-19 

. 10-25 

10-26 

.11-22 

+ 

12-  7 

PLEASE 

5-17 

•H 

6-22 

. 6-14 

-t- 

6-15 

. 7-12 

■H 

7-13 

135 
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(r 

VJ: 
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WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS  : 

‘I 


Prod. 

No. 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ingr  Rev’d 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 


TITESDAY,  DECEMBER  10 
Movietone  Neus,  No.  27 

Bomb  damage  in  Coventry;  war  in  Africa;  air 
crash  in  Chicago;  Wallace  in  Mexico;  “Santa 
Claus'*  in  Miami;  youth  pageant  in  Australia;  test 
small  plane;  pro  football. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  225 
Damage  in  Coventry;  Londoners  marry;  Ameri- 
cans in  Canadian  air  force;  Postmaster  General 
Walker  urges  early  mailing;  army  bomber  flies 
ambassador’s  ailing  wife  to  Chile;  pro  football. 
Paramount  News,  No.  30 
Ambulances  for  Greece  blessed;  Walker  urges 
early  mailings;  “Santa  Claus”  in  Florida;  dam- 
age in  Coventry;  pro  football. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  30 
Destruction  in  Coventry;  P^den  with  Egyptian 
forces;  fly  ambassador’s  wife  in  army  plane  to 
Chile;  American  fliers  join  Canadian  air  corps; 
test  new  cars  for  army;  pro  football. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  035 
J.)evastation  in  Coventry;  Americans  join  Cana- 
dian forces;  plane  crash  in  Chicago;  fly  wife  of 
Chilean  ambassador  home  in  army  plane;  Wallace 
in  Mexico;  bless  ambulances  for  Greece;  launch 
ship  in  Baltimore;  air  show  in  New  Orleans; 
“Santa  Claus”  in  Palm  Springs;  pro  football. 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  12 
Movietone  News,  No.  28 
Rumanian  earthquake;  Windsors  arrive  at 
Miami;  Michigan  snow  troops;  Nazi  bomber 
crashes  in  Kent;  clean  up  raid  damage;  King  and 


Queen  inspect  concealed  airplane  factory;  plane 
builders  visit  RAF;  tanks  arrive  in  Egypt;  de- 
stroyer chases  Italian  submarine;  art  comes  to 
Miami;  skiing  at  New  Hampshire,  Bear  Mountain, 
Massachusetts. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  22(> 

Tower  of  London  bombed;  Nazi  raider  crashes 
in  Kent;  King  and  Queen  inspect  aircraft  fac- 
tory; British  girls  aid  anti-aircraft  defenses;  Ru- 
manian earthquake;  Japan  celebrates  2,600th  an- 
niversary; Windsors  in  Miami;  Alice  Marble  hailed 
as  No.  1 woman  athlete;  aquatic  rodeo  at  Palm 
Springs. 

Xhvrainount  News,  No.  31 

War  in  Africa;  Rumanian  eartliquake;  wrestling; 
ice  show  in  New  York;  honor  football  player; 
Japanese  bomb  China;  Windsors  in  Miami. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  31 
Rumanian  earthquake;  army  practices  parachute 
jumping;  Windsors  in  Miami;  transmit  pictures 
from  plane  to  ground;  girls  in  wrestling  bouts; 
Mrs.  Roosevelt  testifies  at  “Okie”  probe;  CCC  cuts 
Christmas  trees;  oil  well  fire  put  out  with 
“nitro.” 

Universal  Newsreel,  936 
Ivumanian  earthquake;  Chungking  bombed; 
Britain  at  war;  tanks  reach  Egypt;  destroyer 
chases  Italian  submarine;  Windsors  in  Miami; 
Navy  flier  makes  emergency  landing;  exhibit  fa- 
mous jewel  in  Chicago  religious  rites;  rubber  bath- 
ing suits  shown;  ski  jumping;  blind  rider  jumps 
horse  40  feet  into  a pool. 


Prod. 

Rel. 

Rat- 

Prod. 

Rel. 

Rat- 

No. 

Title 

Date 

ing 

Rev’d 

No. 

Title 

Date 

ing 

Rev’d 

04,213..  No.  13 

(ID 

+ 

8-10 

Oa5U.  .Catnip 

Capers  (7) 

. 5-31 

-H- 

6-22 

14,201..  No.  1 

(11) 

9-16 

9-21 

1501 . . Club  Life  in  the  Stone 

14,203..  No.  2 

(10) 

10-  4 

+ 

10-26 

Age 

(7)  

8-23 

14,203.. No.  3 

(10) 

+ 

11-23 

1503.  .Happy 

Haunting-  Grounds 

14, 204.. No.  4 

(11) 

11-39 

CD 

10-18 

PATHE  NEWS 
(Released  Twice  Weekly) 
RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 
03,205.  .Goodness,  a Ghost  (16)...  7-  6 
.....  . Marriage-Go-Rouiid  (18)  . . 7-28 
PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 


04,312.  .Arrow  Points  (8) 

04,311.  .(JHurdle  Hoppers  (9). 

7-  5 
6-  7 

9-21 

14,302.  .Kentucky  Royalty  (9).... 

9-37 

+ 

10^26 

14,301.  .()uail  ()uest  (9) 

8-30 

9-21 

14. 304..  Snow  Fun  (9) 

04. 611 ..  Streamlined  (0)  

11-32 

6-21 

12-14 

14,303.  .Siiortsman’s  Partner  (9).. 

10-25 

-f 

11-33 

04,313.  .Trouble  Shooter  (9) 8-  2 

PICTURE  PEOPLE 

9-21 

14,401..  No.  1 (10) 

9-13 

9-21 

14,402 . . No.  2 (9) 

10-11 

10-26 

14,403.. No.  3 (10) 

11-  8 

+ 

11-33 

14,404..  No.  4 (10) 

RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 

+ 

12-14 

(New  Series) 

13, 501.. Bar  Buckaroos  (16) 

.11-  8 

o 

11-23 

03,504 . . Corralling  a Schoolmarm 

(20)  

6-14 

-1- 

8-10 

KEFUISMS 
(New  Series) 

04,61 3 . Hats  (9)  

8-16 

04,610.  .Stray  i.amb  (8) 

6-24 

-1- 

6-16 

04,611 . .Streamlined  (9)  

04,612.. Week  End  (9) 

8-10 

7-19 

8-10 

10-19 

6-22 


10-19 


10-19 
12-  7 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVK^TllKES  OF  A NEWS  CAMERAMAN 
0301.  .Conquering  the  Colorado 

(11)  8-18  ff  8-19 

1201 . . ^Midget  Motor  Mania 

(10)  11-8 

0201 . .Snnetiiarj  of  the  Seals  (9)  6-7  -|- 

BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOT— RIPLEY 
1601.  .Acquitted  by  the  Sea  (10)  9-27  -ff 

ED  THORGERSEN— SPORTS 
0206 . . Aelion  on  Ice  (9) 7-19 

1303..  Bowling  for  Strikes  (10).. 12-20 

1302.  . Lure  of  the  Trout  (9) 10-11  -f 

1301 . .@\ aeatioii  Time  in  Florida 

(8)  8-10  ± 8-17 

FATHER  HUBBARD’S  ALASKAN 
ADVENTURES 

1101.  . Eskimo  Trails  (10) 8-  2 + 8-17 

1103..  1.le  of  Mystery  (10) 10-26  

FASHIONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

0603 ..  Fashion  Forecasts  No.  7 

(8)  6-21  

0604.  .Fashion  Forecasts  No.  8 

(8)  6-21  

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 
LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE  PUSS 
PARADE 


0404.  .Cheerio  My  Dears  (9).... 

7-  6 

1401.  .Grunters  and  Groaners  (8). 

1402.  .Tale  of  Butch  the  Parrot, 

8-30 

-1- 

s-ii 

The  (..)  

12-  6 

LOWEI.L  THOMAS  MAGIC 

CARPET 

1102.  .©Florida,  Land  of  Flowers 

(9)  

9-13 

8-17 

1018.. Isle  of  the  East  (9) 

6-24 

-L 

6-  8 

1104.  .Old  Dominion  State  (10). 

11-22 

+ 

12-  7 

TERRY-TOONS 

1551.. ©Billy  Mouse’s  Akwakade 

(7)  

8-  9 

8-17 

1653..  How  Wet  W’as  My  Ocean 

(7)  10-4  o 10-19 

0517..  Love  in  a Cottage  (7)....  7-28  .... 

1554 . . Landing  of  the  Pilgrims 

(7)  11-1  + 12-7 


1552. 

1504. 
0.>I4. 

1555. 

0515. 

0516. 
0518 . 

1505. 
1502. 

1556. 


5241 

5343 

5243 


.Lucky  Duck,  The  (7) 9-  6 

.Magic  Pencil,  The  (7) 11-15  -|-  12  7 

.Proiessor  Oftkeyski  (7)....  6-14 

.©Plane  Goofy  (7) 11-29 

.Rover's  Rescue  (7) 6-28 

.Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 7-12 

.Swiss  Ski  Yodelers  (7)....  5-17 

.Snow  Man,  The  (7) 12-13 

.Touchdown  Demons  (7)...  9-20 
.©Temperamental  Lion,  The 
(7)  12-27 


6-  8 
13-  7 


+ 6-8 

± iblio 


Universal 


4362. 

4363. 

4364. 

4365 . 
6351. 
5353 . 

5353. 

5354 . 

5355 . 

5356 . 

5110. 


LANTZ  CARTUNES 
(Technicolor) 

, .Craiyhouse  (7%)  9-33 

.Knock-Knock  (7)  11-25 

.y Recruiting  Daze  (6)....  10-28 
. Syncopated  Sioux  (..)....  13-30 
GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  McNAMEE 

.No.  77  (9) 5-27 

.No.  78  (9) 6-17 

.No.  79  (9) 7-18 

. No.  80  (BVx) 8-13 

.No.  81  (9) 9-23 

.No.  82  (9) 10-14 

• No.  83  (9) 11-11 

.No.  84  (9) 12-23 

.No.  85  (9) 1-33 

.No.  86  (9) 

SPECIAL  TWO  REELERS 


13-  7 
11-  9 


6-23 

8- 3 

9- 21 


Swing 

With  Bing  (19) 

9- 

4 

8-  3 

S'lRANGER  THAN 

FICTION 

No.  77 

(9) 

20 

+ 

6-32 

No.  78 

(9) 

10 

+ 

6-23 

No.  79 

(9) 

8 

+ 

7-27 

No.  80 

(9) 

5 

+ 

7-27 

No.  81 

(9) 

16 

+ 

9-31 

No.  83 

(9) 

7 

No.  83 

(8) 

4 

No.  84 

(9) 

12- 

3 

No.  85 

(9) 

1- 

1 

No.  86 

(9) 

5 

4382 

4383 
4384. 

4385 

6371 

6372 

6373 

5374 

5375 

5376 

TWO  REEL  MUSICALS 

5221..  Class  in  Swing  (17) 9-11 

5223.  .Congamania  (17)  10-16  ± 

Jose  Cansino  Daneers, 

Eddie  Durant  & Orch. 

4231 ..  Hawaiian  Rhythm  (17)  — . 7-17  -f- 

Harry  Owens  and  His 
Royal  Hawaiians. 

4233 . . I Dream  of  Jeanie  With  the 

Light  Brown  Hair  (17)  . 8-28  ^ 

4110.  .March  of  Freedom  (21)...  9-  6 
4230.  .Naughty  Nineties  (18)....  6-17  fj- 

5324.  .Tickled  Pinky  (..) 12-25 

Pinky  Tomlin,  Martha  Til- 
ton and  the  Pickard  Family. 

5223..  Torrid  Tempos  (18) 11-27  :p 

4232.  . Varsity  Vanities  (17Vi)..-  8-  7 q- 

Slx  Hits  and  a Miss, 

Martha  Tilton. 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly 


12-  7 

7-27 


9-21 

7-6 


12-  7 
8-  3 


6202.. Alice  in  Movleland  (20)...  11-16  ± 

6202  Ed  SnlUvan’s  Hollywood 


(20)  11-16 

6201.. Just  a Cute  Kid  (20) 10-  6 


4008..  Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride  (20)..  9-  9 
6109.  .OSpllls  for  Thrills  (19)..  6-15  ff 

5110..  Young  America  Flies  (20).  8-  3 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 


(New  Series) 

.5  110.  . Famous  Movie  Dogs  (10)..  7-27 

5408.  . Mechanix  Illustrated 

No.  4 (10)  6-29  -f 

5410.. Movie  Dog  Stars  (10)....  8-17 

5409.  .Valley,  The  (8)  7-20  -1- 


ELSA  MAXWELL’S  BLUE  RIBBON 
COMEDIES 

6101.. Riding  Into  Society  (19)..  9-  7 ± 

HOLLYWOOD  NOVELTY 


6301.  .Football  Thrills  (10) 9-28  + 

6303.  .Mexican  Jumping  Beans 

(10)  12-7  + 

6302..  5.ark  Hunting  (10) 11-9 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 
6601.  .Calling  Dr.  Porky  (7) 9-21 

5614 . .Chewin’  Bruin,  The  (7)...  6-8  ± 

5616.  .Patient  Porky  (7) 8-24  ff 

5615.  .Porky’s  Baseball  Broad- 

cast (7)  7-6  +1 

6604.  .Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7).. 11-30 

5612.  .Porky’s  Poor  ITsh  (7) 5-18 

6603 ..  Prehistoric  Porky  (7) 10-12  -|- 

6603..  50.r  Puss  (7) 11-2 

6005.  .Timid  Toreador  (7) 12-21 

5613 . . You  Ought  to  Be  in 

Pietures  (7)  6-18  -f- 

MELODY  MASTERS 
6503.  .Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (10)..  11-23 

6502 . . Joe  Relchman  A Orch. 

(10)  10-26 

.5508.  .Ijarry  Clinton  & Orch,  (10)  5-25 
6501 . . Matty  Malneck  & Band 

(10)  9-14  H- 

5.509..  0.zie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10).  6-29  fj- 

5510..  Woody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  7-27 

MERRIE  MELODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

6706.  .Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (7).. 11-23 
5326.  .Ceiling  Hero  (7) 7-  6 

5321..  Circus  Today  (7) 6-22  -|- 

5323..  Egg  Collector  (7) 7-20 

5319.  .Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  6-25  ± 

5325..  Ghost  Wanted  (7) 8-10 

6104..  Good  Night  Elmer  (7) 10-36 

6703.  .Holiday  Highlight  (7) 10-12 

5322..  Little  Blabbermouse  (7)..  7-  6 f) 

6701..  Malibu  Beach  Party  (7)..  9-14  ± 

6707..  0.  Fox  and  Hounds  (7).. 12-  7 

6708 . . Shop,  Look  and  Listen 

(7)  12-21 

5318.  .SnifHes  Takes  a Trip  (7).  6-11 
6702.  .Stagefright  (7)  9-28  -|- 

5320..  Tom  Thumb  in  Trouble 

(7)  6-8  ± 

6705..  Wacky  Wild  Life  (7) 11-9  -f 

5324  . Wild  Hare,  A (7) 7-27 


SPORTS  PARADE 


(Color) 

6403..  Dogs  You  Seldom  See  (10). 11-  2 -j- 

6403.  .Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

(10)  11-30  + 

6401..  Fly  Fishing  (10) 9-21 

TECHNICOI.OR 

5006.  .Cinderella’s  Feller  (20)...  6-1  -f- 

6001..  Flag  of  Humanity  (20)...  10-19  -f- 

6002..  March  on  Marines  (20)...  12-14 

5007..  Pony  Express  Days  (20)..  7-13  -)- 

5008.  .Service  With  the  Colors 

(30)  8-31 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 

5706..  All  Girl  Revue  (10) 6-23 

5705..  Radio  and  Relatives  (10)..  6-26 


Serials 


COLUMBIA 

1180  ..Deadwood  Dick  7-19  q; 

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, Lorna  Gray. 

1120  ..Green  Archer,  The 10-25  ip 


16  Chapters.  Victor  Jory, 
REPUBLIC 

973  ..Adventures  of  Red  Ryder.  6-15  -|- 

Don  “Red”  Barry. 

081  . . King  of  the  Royal 

Mounted  9-20  4^- 

12  Chapters.  Allan  Lane. 

082  ..Mysterious  Doctor  Satan  12-13  -[- 

16  Chapters,  Robert  Wilcox:. 
UNIVERSAL 

5781  . .Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24  -4- 

15  Chapters.  Warren  Hull. 

Sky  Raiders  4-  8 

12  Chapters. 

5681  . .Junior  G-Men  9-1  -|- 

12  Chapters.  Dead  End 
Kids,  Little  Tough  Guys. 

6581  . . Winners  of  the  West 7-3  ^ 

13  Chapters.  Dick  Fo- 
ran,  Anna  Nagel. 


12-  7 

k'-'i 

8-17 

6- 15 

7- 6 

8- 31 
8-31 

12-  7 

6-22 

8-24 

7-  6 

10-26 

5-18 


8-24 
7-  6 


7-  6 


5-18 


11  9 

8- 17 

9-  7 


111  9 

6-15 

12-14 


8-31 

12-  7 
10-36 

6-15 

10-26 

V-'h 


7- 27 

11-  9 

6-  8 

8- 24 
11-23 

11-  9 

8-  3 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word.  Payable  in  Advance. 


Gleatina  -fjouse 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


HELP  WANTED 


FOLLOW  THE  PARADE  FOR  BAR- 
GAINS — Peerless-Preddy  lamps,  soimd 
systems,  300  Heywood  spring-cushion 
chairs,  amplifiers,  speakers,  projectors, 
complete  set  stage  drapes.  Lists  furnished. 
WESTERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COM- 
PANY, Omaha,  Neb. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

RECTIFIER  BULBS — Fifteen  ampere, 
$5.75;  Fire  Extinguishers,  $2.95;  Projec- 
tor Oil,  gallon,  79c;  Powers  Intermittent 
Lubricant,  29c;  Jensen  Tweeters,  $14.95; 
Dupont  Washable  Soundscreens,  26 1/20 
square  foot.  Theatres  completely  equipped 
cheap.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP., 
NEW  YORK. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

SOUNDHEADS,  $9.95;  Amplifiers,  $9.95; 
Portable  Sound  Projectors,  $59.50;  Cut- 
awl,  $50.00;  Reflector  Arcs,  Rectifiers, 
$24.50;  Powers  Projectors,  $39.50;  Simplex 
Intermittents,  $6.95;  Lenses,  $2.95.  S.O.S., 
636  Eleventh  Avenue,  New  York. 

BUY  NOTHING — Until  you’ve  compared 
our  prices.  Guaranteed  savings  of  from 
10%  to  40%.  Write  us.  STAR  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CO.,  440  West  45th  St.,  New 
York  City. 

1,500  USED  SPRING  theatre  seats  for 
sale — 50c  each.  People’s  Theatre,  47th 
and  Ashland,  Chicago,  111. 

FOR  SALE — RCA  sound.  Acme  rectifiers, 
Superior  projectors,  250  chairs.  Ritz  The- 
atre, Council  Groves,  Kas. 

USED  VENEER  and  upholstered  chairs. 
Ben  B.  Poblocki  & Sons  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

TWO  SIMPLEX  MECHANISMS.  Double 
bearing,  rear  shutter,  rebuilt.  B-1304, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIPICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 

NEW  CATALOG  of  35mm  Roadshow 
Attractions  for  outright  sale  only.  Any 
type  of  picture  you  want  from  $25.00  to 
$300.00.  Sex,  gangster,  horror,  westerns, 
action  pictures.  Like  new  prints.  (Men- 
tion Boxoffice).  BUSSA  FILM  EX- 
CHANGE, FRIENDSHIP,  OHIO. 


AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  unbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


A-1  COMBINATION  THEATRE  MAN- 
AGER. Wide  experience,  buying,  book- 
ing, exploitation  and  general  operation. 
A hustling  producer  that  knows  how. 
Salary  or  commission.  Go  anywhere  short 
notice.  B-1310,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th 
St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80.  Special 
printed  roll  or  machine  tickets,  100,000, 
$14.90;  50,000,  $9.40;  20,000,  $6.10.  Ship- 
ping charges  paid  to  1,000  miles.  Cash 
with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket  Co.,  Dept. 
B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


WANTED — Experienced  assistant  man- 
ager to  specialize  in  exploiting  and  art 
work.  State  experience  and  salary.  B-1302, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

WANTED.  A well-known  Theatre  Cir- 
cuit operating  throughout  the  Eastern 
States  has  several  vacancies  for 
THEATRE  MANAGERS 
Only  experienced  Go-Getters  Need  Apply. 
Write  B-1311,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  stating  age,  education, 
and  experience. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

THEATRE  at  Spring  Green,  Wis.  Good 
surrounding  farming  community  and 
small  towns.  No  competition.  Purchased 
or  leased.  Ben  B.  Poblocki  and  Sons 
Company,  2159  S.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

TWO  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  thea- 
tres. Separate  towns,  2,500  population 
each.  No  competition,  early  runs,  low 
rental  leases.  RCA  and  Western  Electric 
sound.  Owner.  B-1307,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  handy  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

THEATRE  WANTED;  Wisconsin.  Small 
town;  lease  or  buy.  Give  full  details. 
B-1305,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 

WANTED  FOR  LEASE.  Only  theatre 
Pennsylvania  town.  Population  least  two 
thousand.  E.  G.  Marks,  1072  Union  St., 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB.  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 

Whatever  you  want  — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  “AD  ORDER”  BLANK 

BOXOFFICE.  h ( 

4804  East  Ninth  St.,  4 insertions 

^ With  Orderly 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  | q,  p^c©  of  3 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE.  Here- 
with is  check  □ cash  □ Money  order  □ in  the  amount  of  $ 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSmCATION  WANTED  


Name  and  address  should  be  included  in  the  word  count. 


BOXOFFICE  ;;  December  21,  1940 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Alo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding:  publication  date. 


\isCdHskrAOVBKriSIDIiMt 

aaJMon^WVERnSm 


Read  this  clipping.  Its  meaning  is  plain  ...  potent ...  TRUE! 


THE  BEST  PLACE  TO  SPEND  AN  EVENING 
or  A MATINEE  IS  YOUR  THEATRE ..  . from 


This  calls  for  advertising  . . . advertising 
and  more  advertising. 


nflTianni^<£^  SERVICE  • nnTionfii.^^«^nccE550RiES 
M flDVERTISinC  nCCESSORIES.mc. 


DECEMBER  28,  1940 


Entered  as  Second  Class  matter 
Mo.,  under  Art  of  March  3,  1879. 


at  Postoffice  at  Kansas  City, 
25c  Per  Copy.  Per  Tear,  $7.60. 


NATIONAL  EDITION 


I i$Ula«ic«  yr  htVl’Tfh 

part  i;r  the  aainiRKi^a- 
ilJor)  of  TCiOXi-ripin'/.  iti 

; tr.  W.^ishtws-to'fl 


yuPK— 'WLy  -i  'A  ].f  ^ X * 

}»4;h'(if '•.»  rvjix' '•raji.jtjctf  ^',l  ft- 

i j(  A n ^ r hn  A f 

\vi  y } } » n/  «u  I -*  /,(  i, 

xAi.f  r^u  » ) JO  <t  r 

i V ^ir  ij  tu  ihJ  > 'o'oj^j  f'  .n 
{ .U’t,  ai  iob’  V <>'JJJ'  s }»..>h  J. 

j-  -VRV  ‘x.  a { u ‘ tk 

< » <.<  ej  'xjjf  — ic  ^^{,l 

Us»j'.f?ieX!t  >,rf-  :?.UC:  tf.O<5d  J>l/iOw<.ff . yff’OK^fi.iTi 
'KO'i^K  VfV  «'  xxi  X<*Xoi 

u f " f W I v 4.  i/f  t } 

tpi  f'i  jcl  r j X \xt\,  j h— 

h\}  ux-»*»hu  > ir/,  h 

cwf-w  jf  t2je  insi\xsiXT-f 

’■*  t a ^ , tp> ''  r«  f»*  r j<jt 

the  a-pa/iR  or  4 <,'?$.  oo-y  sa/^xA 

.1  >i<>hi''',yx  rtt  rn>  Mv;v 

>PCCXh(‘  n,Ai 


**  y/fAJi?'  ".A  v'>< 

!»««$?.♦  r«  s<,A  o.„f  ,,  V..  >?<  Cr'y 

i(t'i,)<i  ftiir  'f>c  piY-eht 

' JV  xvCr}  ^ft,  < ^ 

' > >/>.'"  ««  » tA  r,  , /1«  r 

t iA  ''V'  I < <r  A 

/iyi'A  ujlcf 

i l ip  X A ■>»  '<}  W i p 

Aita'Vi  7f»“''>o  O'  <'?t'<nx.i  > 

r w /'Tfj-  it  i f ij  A 

,va>a  B' ii'!','/ L'l;  s J r/y-  'toiy  tovivo/*-"- . 

r"?«rx  //or"  t}<'>>A,„sin  pfo'(»Ai<  A.t 

S f -♦  / 2 8 ^ 0. 

'o  r^o  roNr  tav  j t «o  3 .3 

/>,  >•  / »;o/  / .*<••'>2’  ' u 

h<i\  y{'%tP‘i(-(>  Jrt  lofiA  ifxi:  Aiyi.t  .<; 

x-  of  Cl'P,^  CoAhzPiAr  /.->,  'X  yi 
i»i'rcp  , . .\.ii  i,m*  ®y^t3r.  tfufydi 
y y isf  i^c  ® t fy*-  ✓>'  a 

{?>r^  (Ort/A-A  ,xt^  (,4U,  (,-}iU,r 

tjjir.'jjjyj 


‘ •»  h OA  e > « 0«  cJ  U i X^i  J'e  {,>  ^ i I 
the  tiJTX?  fmiXiVionx  uior;?,h;s  or  xno  ovxtaoi- 


tharp’,  A pr®  KJ'5  '«^aa  ai 

Viioo  "ta  ss'U)T>  out  our  Ttrtitjfexas  at’ 

: The  «:ijy  road  is  si^tf  (I'^-ixiaiiort/  Pef 
.^xihr».  Bssarvtnt,- 

>p*»  3-  xo  Oyr  At.'N”  i f\£*x 

T {pye  « Ba  c«ao  »oo  i*il>  xffor  oi  | 
aJurat  auth  *t':0  '5f:2ier  ietJow.  A>vt  ro: 
haaia  la  t«';J  thf:  hutahea  jy’i.  iVjmx  haj  J 
tio- fJesoa  h>  go  to  rfiasoit;  *xid  .?oo  ixf: 
to  go  vO  im-.  I.  havi®  pu?-Ur3co  w 

txaKtt . y/tJ.u  • .?S5t  : ''foa.  soxfisthtog; : Buoixlrf 
ao$)«  -iKif.  h»{t,  ixoL  i^,Af  j *]'>•' hui 
auU  *}fhPiv^h'.a  U'at-  ^rryo  i 
oCteJX  aa  » si'aoU?;  sr;»>:-i3i  10  hide,  tha  la 
»x<t  wtU  or  tha-  %l}ite?nesjs  50  ilo. 

■ "i'it.xv  cai.>  5 - ta  . trankhefi*-  0J5xxeea.t 
«}t»ayi>au>troaTjt  tfesit  >xe^j-x»:.o  things  r«) 
iiut  looeatl  t^s$r>tar  tjx  »1«  tSycfCxrsrt  •; 

}>-  i.}<ifia3  1 ‘ha)  2^5  'f'V  '■o  yi  sco  i 
J«5WJ.2c;.  ;:)ne'  AaiiKMiiy  l§  ehait:  wo'^ 
tjyj  jiv.joh  luae  thfO«5x>j?  rJKfleas  i>js(« 
■ oiAdVinis  thexii’' 

■■  Pi:?  t5,jojar*  e-Use^rt-ed  that  Uia  Xa? 

ich  to  thxo^  jxxiljr  ih  terms  of  . loda: 

UOl  l>f  tOTOOtrO'R','' 

'ITl  >e  X *«•  Of  ''t  i^o  P<f^  C 
roij.xx  ja  aeit-rjjgOiUtiOJi.  t?  riso  toilovx  rJ 
read  VO'-  eaa  aotitjxmc  to  eemduct  our  o 
Uusiiieas.  tx-i/X'  other  reafi  Broxudes  xn  ’fi. 
a po/xe<'.5har>  u'bose  )>eat  -ss  Jihunml - 
?5)tru  he  eao  nev^r  irath.-the  hasioev?,- 
auy  ot  voxx  nm  -tljioldhst Aot  tUAXua  S 
road  t l>rjsift-ch  you  to  rarteol  .rusl/  fe.t 
rnoitixio’  OR.  rhe:  late  f$X  otxiirr  infJxvS'o' 
v/xueh.  X2*ve  .feit  tixo  t.hyoxthny  gnp  of  5 
• iitiCHraf>nti-2>;c^xi-r  ' ■■\ 

: ; Tht';  hmt  uewjKs.itj?  tn  siSf-'rtvxiau'vk'SiJ 
ouf'  txAda  prc^aJ^ms..  Pethjolm  tojd  ? 
icixiit'r.','  to  sdopt  pflocrXif  « 
a'  it  eol/  txXP  ^ J 

This  mtu®irx  j-^onrf  o^-^rjite  '■oee^ 
.Xih)5>  aTfOar  aixy  asstem  wxiieh^  wouui  | 


hJ^asei,  oX  '.he  U<v«9tiX&Uni 
hy  XJit  uepartrjjwn-,  oX’  com- 
'tearoed;  wijt  fce  « xihtion.. 

trade  ftmcciatlons.  - : 
i.U<  *}-» 

a mje£M<«ihaire  ttj  ha 
' X/liaa  .lia  i'loo'a  ah 
tegaxUv^ihoiiK  -skiug 
:iixt«5ti(m.8  Bs  fcti  the. 
:h  a uiym  orgathr-atltm  Is 
or  an  xnduBtry  tl'»rox«th  thg 
mrap.  who  .cahfi-ols 
rjnd.  ‘Char  .ito  Xuna- 


. ; I a u ■ "/IV  'r^Fjii  fi  IJ  I ; 11  i,)^ii  ii|ii  * 

‘ 0 d t'j  v-Ipp  r toil. 

Pv. i vitV,  v‘  rhf  lippueh*.  st’uhov  'do 
j I < I tv.,  a '«pv  Trn 

/fu-'ti  o’  Kim  'iy.o  .'«- 

I i ipc  hois  rf  vaJAj,'"j  f'fj  chi'  A.iA'v  . 

/‘f  F'-rmas  'au»  '.ox  fcspJ  lod  btc  » 0 j 

ih  . xx»oi>  •'  1 L'"  1 1;  N > J I *' 

t » .>^y,  dtr  fj  ffo  ' c't  m ix'  ■><  a 
-III  'V  ha  i i f|  r 
t sc  p " X hp  V /•  \ B.'  n t p 

« St  axjr  I p e,».  u.u  hpio. 


I N ;iMi|i)i|.jn,{ii  i.ti  I — t j 

fAhi'Ai'  '<.hc  \5-  ',A\  iCtO  ' f . > i” 
' 'V  iO'k  <.2d  ></  ^ut  Ira  ^ I )i 
-narhi'l  i «>ajrj 


>r3.r’ 


nxho 


- ^ 'saht  ^0  hiAu  g.6r 

vhons  aod  f iJiK»hiv  soe^i^ 
rt»gx«i«h  t>ste  Oi.d  leoxU  ot-i 
r tj}~  mot.oxi  phAuty  u.~ 
t/S  tbrp«  major  xrgai.ua-' 
s iyiBl'CA  auxt 
?e  ncmorr  if  local  «.  -pus 
* w th«  olhp-r^r  m'iay 


(h>  r-osrcm  -f  a' major  <1- uhi; 
v^^'i  > ihp  oa-'jc  plrt/ixp  oi  .1®  ft  ih 
Iht  } jMt  IS  c 


CPitas-y'  AmtT. 

««A  locnsd  .-.yiicc},  viis.sasrpi 
cvf’su,  hade\  ftegr*-  ai<e|,‘M 
't  ce/rfi?rr4  91th  the  .argtr 
i tse  aotJ-trisl  iv-e 

Ytih  not  iinTtu.X}ly  took  r.,r 

iytpp  whin  .e«t  hiv-jh- 
'd  m ihR  curirv  of  o»tyr 
asnnjooty  invasrljratlffSi,  fext? 

srer».m-'.  rar.Soi  ^co- 

fcv»v}3f.cm  pyac(.o<ftt 
vxjft.  hX  the  mi>/.jj?o!y  cam- 
UmmxJ  U)  laid  the  bcUr) 

a8'kjj.Utioav  /.t 
rSyed  a Bihistar  jairt.  l?!  rise 
WKmopsxtatic;  nrsfixisps  *j:i<l 
tog  m<im  he  flevjdoyhid. 


Ih  IS  ri  j .arm  rjn 
Ki  ne  >f J s off  cc  Cl  Si 
.ni.5yrjhatffrri>?jhr&xtor  ^ 

(fVfsjCf!  of  ihy  pirp.tilpnos  '«/?A  which  gj.h 
''rarai.ies  a.^e  idiawhJv-j*  Id  ter  re  mai'itr/ 
xnteieNts  ‘Xlay  l.oe  <fi  rf‘k't<t±in  ga'ms 
’ffe«,>'|  A t^h‘  ) Of  r x^rt  < ms  r sru 
In  Ihr  erhe’  that  -he  g-o-.-rti* 
rrsp-Rf  3 <adr  v/a.  o'ouixhr  •maheo''' 

^psmnptioo  ox  p'-ftrsr<'i«  .-jc-wr  towaih  I'ct- 
xhi^  m/  0 c^fode  yriu  tl*,-  sb  oph-’yi-rgo  tm- 
fsp<Latp»  ^XU^  U>'r  X)a^  Ti  Ihr  ,^1 
fUigl  P t « 1 4<.,*  ihwtegggtfl'  wr 
hirhccawg  idp't  h puic  ly  4n> 

t<*uf  r y a et,f*jd«ha 

'.^ir 

-l.-.df'r'  9SA  'pp  u-<'  moacam.  ki.g' 

' lay  poi  h usfj  <>s  » edua 
«ys{  xplm  tfjc  fyfkJxKi  />f  Ihc  ottxav^y 
S'*)  pfN  >.  oXf  iQ  «pt  s.  a jp  a^AUokI  r ro  .^<}. 
t«5W^<  UMjoi  lAYn  ‘0,^  Thi'^d  K 0 
KOS  huKv'  hat  M of  comxruti  «e  it-*. 


043/044. 

i m .X  As#.  , 

ip'  . <,  m Mf-r,  -•  vr.*  M-Ci  VI  „ -<,  K'ha  hx. 

loaA^iW'  2 J #X>11  XVI*  W lAXy  fi> 


/Ptt-fjr  G'tiiXs  OPx^t-pu'  Rxu'.ugpj 
Xan/i,''u<‘  A'o,  ,f  1'  -oiffjj'o  /h" 
< / -<f^  a;i  '•r<sj  . I’pV  4i  t "-  c<  I oric 
;w  ;>oxxo-««xi'<o;x.  (xr  •Acaxocxiya:  X-odcs'  o 

X.,3f  ^ l*  y l.  I J- 

>0;»r;/>tOf'r  '9  d<  Cfj 
PS^'O  COOt 

i'px'o  ’9  X/'dra  h 


>0  ^ £ d t,  i 

}7icaa£  8u;joia:iitcit<ip('r.  f'zxioxi-i.-n  fno  .u-io- 
>VAi?>v.f/;e  if4:  <k.:i<iOOUOAi  Ofi/HiHl  : (<OOF<fX 

r>  Jvsd  <r<t  £.i  «»s>«  y,  <, 

h'ar  X<x£M /;c»c  imvr  f..  co;  c hc«  . 

»l  4f<»  Oi.i  <3f  lyg-o'  ) U/SdcCf  r->f>,l  P- 
racoxs.  fiOfTtfory  Witcox  procscra"  k»S'£.  .u 


k .M  ‘ ^ c i J ’.  .i<lumo  sBt,fii'X,  »" 
A'-i.hew'  c-pyn  »holo5'.  fpripoc  v.ih 
le  J c }/  t ixjj  I h O a <\  ’ft;  I'' 

I ”1  y I X .t  />  > -ft  i y. 

Of-iJaxa  C-rot-iri 


1020 -•  s'mxomi'  thi'sxo  whe-;  have  {.uomiicfl  to 
ly  ft  il<.i-r  K O P..  ivlUt  » V'' 
\'(  tc  Y\  'A  Cl  yi  ~’'  pgprn  -mst  9' 
ii  i<s.pi  £or  \ S’  ) tf  xml- 

-••eexi  di'ffst^an-  Jftftaiftsmer  o.^  Sdfxr-u^t'.rstiify-:. 
Forx  xid  • Mff'S^xioy;.  mvis;OU  : y.-alos 

f ad  xxi  HJCri  nivrasd  Y Sctsdacr  SVaf- 
Ai't  ' Ur:e4.tsaOMSC'»  ■S't'C'y«ft“K  is'i.  hata- 
i'j<«sl  i-fpru'/  runsfcpy,  iraj  Wiinherj? 
Oil'  so  jourKgr  lor  Coh.m'otft  l^ooivil  A 
Xhih‘c'5.  oytJghftj/f  *0  xv  «h>y  Xyhmrcn, 
h ' cert  a ^'ViO^mta  gaxiC  l>ey}n.a'i 
f.h«tftict  msma^r?  tor  Herraxfthf? 

rx.  a cy-mp  -I'nr  'o  t^  m''hfthf'r-.ii>i.  M.sx 
fX.  <;oh«n.  piP'or.lifthf/  cn  the  uxiit.  st-atps  "the 
hftMfx'  Ji.tar  \xf  '■'11/'  thealr”  iemaj 
jf  i I ..xoc  n yj^ncc'io* 


i£  'if/  f ''>pi>  <‘£'  fftifu  ' >'<it 

>y  «k  rOaBIV  <»«  > 

;.  » reccag  xlhxm-: 


7ocv?rii'»jr«£c/  ;rw'.  BexM-h'j»}  e.*.- 

* cd  g dJ  f ’ r ■>  1 r I 

>Wft(f oV  oxi  #x  iuf,  c-A/. .!} 

y/OtxS, 

Wacui  > thfd  VOd  o».  >*o>’Vv  f'jjA  >‘<<>r'* 

>>/  XXic  Bapfaki  i<iof/Xi-/-d££'Y  4'’Spy  't  sxo- 

k<iii>Syst>i  'UM. 


Tht  fcliiUfay  Ttjpatr.  Ib  serf- 

ih?«  9.^  new  gJjies  Xxvot  ctg  apIi  a-  a new 


i>i'.  .BfXftXS!  .Sr,  Mf.aho'Xfti  iftX  xse  .xaxis  ixi»,~ 

'OCX  i,  1.  iiM  m*.>  t of  I In'*  4 0 

I > uuy  h xft  1 1 I h J 

iX''  vv  t.o'ftyl  pr>:.»  x»  'a  o«  „ cool  Ip  H 
p 1 1 < 1 r\hs<  r I r i®  ft 

AHlxo.*  ahd:  FaychsxcHsY  ol  Mothm  Pa  vurpa 
C»«3  r>^l  \ tc}.,ru^  --e-r  f“j  I m * 
i lA  lixffy  fn’o<x  of  ijiao-p- 

tyg  I haul  ‘yp'JOft.li  JX  I ggy-C  it  ‘O  hPfJfO. 
io  mu«£i  ^c  hp  hd'  If  '-u  isrexxJ  h-  iPii. . 

Ia>  r t Iw  I //-'«'  U ) $ iki  tyilyr  'U’'l4 

fciiir  xn  £)a  xi.»n.Ji.<{  Hp  mirs  ai-fti  t the 
Xi8i>4  *-,ohi'o  of  FB.r-mk>»  14  ic  i''*l  ?«  » 
t-vvyc 


I/Ji  f<>r>..xtJ‘  A '■-'icr  ,h‘.hv-v  'Ph'- 
Sfutifti).  ixus  a'lit's  iihrhxlay  hy  tosns  her 
i ^ rad  > J oi  p<  'jd  f" 

te  If  axr.  prepa.  ‘ icf  A for  icr  rule  ji  ''ai' 
To  I a 'fX  . .\a'o<i'  a xi.'A  t’  Ty  cl 

ac.rhsft-  ol  rhifti-as  t.otini'rgaxi"  axui.  nftfmft. 
'I'ccnpy  'ri..<  0V<£  Tv  lest  <.rrive«  on  t w 
.xffiucaifon  aiixit  a rnp  ahrosal  . ; , HsfA 
XVAaovs.  StPiuafthV  '•>  rie'.Alry  ‘OPfi*  the 
;Vk>  Ad  a'  W'fdemvilif’  Pa  Fmnk 

>'  vSeii-pr  I dfxv'rv  '‘ri‘a  c vJwiftA  p-xs 
m Chicatm  A 2 . Bob  Vs^«5oU%  oiadsMsdaw 
rcaied  av.ixy  ; . , . Ralyh  Kbtan  was  -cit 
to  grisit  i>.«ft«.oU'  Corriimn 


me 


xtd 


ViSlty  Xt 


siddg,.  ill  thA 

shcht.  picture  of 
vj’ft  t'v  IS  «>'  cfrji«,  hi  pp-v  .Ads®f 

xra  ko^v  <"/  1 rfti  X"/- .mepc-fo  ■'At  ox- 
hlhJl'Tl  'o  vgwi:'''P  a <-ohd  xrosl  v>  '•cay 

tic  'kACfftJg  thet  v,n;  atsn.*  .Y  ihp  t 
sidt  ‘.»C  xjft9o;-«svi'rxijrit'iit«-  sa:t  aganxetA 
aounspol  y'.’ : • 

-far./  G TC-O'yh  atforae'  (o»  '’>riPd  or 
.N-C9/.  Vora.  viftli’:  explcte  -l:he  Ascap:  hh!  f.o  . 

f i Cimi  <0y  Ml)  Ift  liP  »jr- 

i»'«ftC4»pr  bt'l  xf  cm  b)a.lel  -In.  atK  so 
ropreot'ctef-h  «sd  oXlBr  a bavIs?  jilan  ior 

•'exfnOlvOi'.O;.  ::t-  : 

•After  Dai  reg'Jgrriv.lmx  Sit  'sfi'APXiixy.  lUi 
/A,ej  Rc-Uoxi  f.--!  ypyie  al  -t  GC  a m 
Ttf'v  vyfth  itio’ii.i'io  thi  vX  ta-g'  or- 

f yi.ahofs  a)»po}e  m plu'mrm  tiJp-ixd 
a d‘’f*ra3SXi  021  jfvrtic  a««ufttl  •'-rhlaiimn 
Th  »■"  iriopfe.  ^ti-'vhh  sh  falius 
y*f.lh»uli>th-y  rspra%i»»Patlvr5f 


rroup  uixijitr  anvantape  uvsc'  asof-i 
That  xs  & xih<a't~s=ig'otefi  anc  itieious.ixi! 


FULL  OF  GOOD  THINGS! 

CLARK  GABLE,  HEDY  LAMARR  in  “COMRADE  X”  . ROBERT 
TAYLOR  in  “FLIGHT  COMMAND”  • CARY  GRANT,  KATHARINE 
HEPBURN,  JAMES  ^TEWART  in  “PHILADELPHIA  STORY” 

JAMES  STEWART,  HEDY  LAMARR  in  “COME  LIVE  WITH  ME” 

“ANDY  HARDY’S  PRIVATE  SECRETARY”,  LEWIS  STONE, 

MICKEY  ROONEY  • GREER  GARSON,  WALTER  PIDGEON  in 
“BLOSSOMS  IN  THE  DUST”  (Technicolor)  • WALLACE  BEERY  in 
“THE  BAD  MAN”  . WILLIAM  POWELL,  MYRNA  LOY  in  “MR. 

CO-ED”.  SPENCER  TRACY,  MICKEY  ROONEY  in  “MEN  OF  BOYS 
TOWN”  . JAMES  STEWART,  JUDY  GARLAND,  LANA  TURNER, 

HEDY  LAMARR,  TONY  MARTIN  in  “THE  ZIEGFELD  GIRL”. 
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THERE’LL  COME  A DAY 

The  initial  indication  of  the  establishment  of  a product  backlog  appeared  as  a news 
story  in  BOXOFFICE,  so  far  as  this  page  is  aware.  That  was  several  weeks  ago. 

Since  then,  Abram  F.  Myers  for  Allied  predicted  the  rise  of  such  a situation  and,  in 
fact,  went  beyond  by  urging  it,  as  you  may  have  noted  here  last  week.  In  New  York 
for  a two-day  stay,  Ed  Kuykendall  remarked  on  behalf  of  the  MPTOA:  'T  predict  a lot  of 
exhibitors  will  hold  up  new  season's  buying  and  let  a lot  of  blocks  of  five  accumulate. 
Exhibitors  will  build  up  a backlog  of  pictures  and.  not  rush  to  buy  under  the  new  selling 
plan  provided  in  the  decree.  In  that  way  they  will  be  able  to  make  better  deals  than 
if  they  rushed  to  buy  as  soon  as  the  blocks  of  five  pictures  are  trade  shown." 

George  J.  Schaefer,  returned  from  Hollywood  and  for  the  first  time  airing  his,  and 
RKO's,  approach  to  the  decree,  foresees  longer  runs  entered  upon  by  exhibitors  as  a pro- 
tection because  theatremen  "may  find  they  are  not  getting  pictures  as  fast  as  they'd  like 
to."  He  has  company  there,  and  lots  of  it. 

Now  all  of  this  is  certainly  potentially  significant.  It  suggests  that,  by  circumstance 
dictated,  the  industry  may  do  something  seriously  about  extended  runs.  Some  changes  in 
the  business  come  about  by  evolution.  Most  changes  come  about  by  revolution  and  into 
this  latter  division  would  any  swing  toward  longer  runs  fall. 

Not  that  it  makes  any  difference  in  this  case.  If  exhibitors  propose  husbanding  their 
supply  of  product  in  order  to  resist  the  initial  onslaught  under  blocks  of  five  selling,  of 
necessity  they  must  extend  playing  time  of  the  attractions  they  do  run.  But  if  they  do  not 
realize  it  now,  they  will  have  to  become  aware  once  more  that  an  automatic  extension  of 
a run  will  hardly  be  sufficient.  They  will  re-discover,  and  we  say  re-discover  deliberately 
because  this  is  anything  but  new,  that  showmanship  must  play  its  role  in  such  a process. 

It  has  been  a stock  argument  for  years  product  rarely  is  adequately  merchandised  be- 
cause nobody  has  had  the  time  to  do  the  job  properly.  This  starts  with  the  advertising 
managers  of  the  distributors  and  travels  along  and  down  the  line  to  the  first  and  other 
runs.  It  always  has  been  a described  case  of  the  next  release  piling  itself  on  the  head  of 
the  man  who  says  he  knows  better,  and  usually  does,  but  blames  the  system  for  a condi- 
tion resignedly  accepted  as  something  which  had  to  be. 

However,  and  under  any  widespread  and  legitimately  applied  practice  of  longer  runs, 
we  think  it  at  once  apparent  attractions  will  have  to  be  tapped  for  angles  not  now  stressed 
whether  through  lack  of  time  or  indifference.  This  would  call  for  greater  ingenuity,  faster 
thinking,  more  steam  applied,  more  stones  upturned. 

Any  operator  can  deliberately  force  a run  by  extending  the  playdates  if  it  is  a product 
backlog  developed  with  no  regard  to  the  cost  which  he  seeks.  That's  one  thing.  Extend- 
ing a run  by  extracting  more  values  which  justify  the  run  is  another. 

Sooner  or  later  and  in  this  forthcom'nq  ay  or  in  a day  perhaps  further  removed,  this 
will  come  about.  We  believe  it  is  written  in  the  evolution  of  the  industry  for  pictures, 
thoroughly  and  sagaciously  advertised  and  exploited  from  top  to  bottom,  to  run  their  full 
course  unrestricted  in  playing  time  and  in  keeping  with  their  worth  without  regard  to  the 
releases  which  may  be  accumulating  behind  them. 

When  that  time  arrives,  values  will  have  established  themselves  on  demonstrated 
merit  and  the  stinkers,  finally,  will  get  their  just  deserts:  oblivion. 


HOLLYWOOD  AWAKENING  TO  IMPACT  OF  DECREE; 
VAST  CHANGES  IN  TIMING  AND  METHODS  LOOM 


To  Build  Product  Backlog; 
General  Appeal  of  Stars 
Is  More  Important  Now 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 

Hollywood — The  sleeping  Cyclops  which 
in  Hollywood  is  beginning  to  awaken  to 
at  least  a faint  realization  that  the  pact 
between  the  department  of  justice  and  the 
motion -picture  makers — commonly  labeled 
the  consent  decree — gives  definite  promise 
of  jarring  it  from  its  complacency  and 
exerting  a far-reaching  effect  on  produc- 
tion methods  and  procedure  in  the  future. 

Although  little  has  been  or  is  being  said 
by  those  in  high  places  regarding  the  ul- 
timate effect  of  the  decree  upon  the  pro- 
duction center,  informal  discussion  and 
consideration  establish — if  nothing  else — 
that  the  existent  we-make-’em-you-sell- 
’em  attitude  which  studio  personnel  has 
rather  generally  assumed  toward  those  re- 
sponsible for  the  distribution  and  exhibi- 
tion of  product  must  soon  become  a thing 
of  the  past. 

"Feast  and  Famine"  Likely 

Among  the  more  obvious  possibilities 
which  are  brought  into  sharp  focus  when 
the  terms  of  the  anti-trust  suit  settlement 
and  their  effects  on  Hollywood  are  con- 
sidered are  these: 

The  blocks-of-five  selling  plan  provides 
that  a distributor  may  sell  more  than  five 
pictures  at  a time  if  they  are  completed; 
as  many  as  30,  for  example,  in  the  form 
of  six  blocks  of  five  each.  Hence  at  any 
one  studio  it  will  be  possible  to  build  up 
an  enormous  backlog,  then  lapse  into  a 
production  lull,  waiting  for  manufacturing 
costs  to  be  returned.  Conceivably  such 
tactics  can  result,  say  those  in  the  film 
colony  who  have  made  and  are  making 
a study  of  labor  conditions  here,  in  periods 
of  feast  and  famine  for  Hollywood  work- 
ers— from  the  stars,  producers,  directors 
and  writers  down  the  line  to  technicians, 
back  lot  workers,  white-collar  employes 
and  every  other  craft  engaged  in  motion 
picture-making.  While  studios  are  en- 
gaged in  building  up  their  product  back- 
logs, the  lots  may  hum  with  activity; 
when  the  stock  of  completed  pictures  has 
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Decree  May  Level 
Studio  Schedules 

Hollywood — One  of  the  current  pro- 
duction practices — however  coincidental 
it  may  be — will,  perhaps,  be  eliminated 
when  the  decree  goes  into  effect.  This 
concerns  the  situation  wherein,  at  one 
given  time,  the  bulk  of  films  being  shot  is 
of  the  "A"  variety,  whereas  at  another 
period  the  majority  of  product  in  work 
may  be  in  the  low-budget  category.  Such 
situations  are  evidently,  as  has  been 
said,  not  deliberate. 

But  there  is  the  possibility,  as  posed 
by  those  who  have  studied  the  decree 
and  its  production  ramifications,  that  the 
blocks-of-five  plan  may  force  the  majors 
to  revamp  their  schedules  so  that  on  each 
lot  at  least  one  or  two  out  of  every  five 
pictures  shooting  will  be  a big-budgeted 
effort.  Such  revision  in  the  shooting 
schedules  may,  it  is  thought  in  some 
quarters,  be  demanded  bv  distributors  so 
that  they  may  have  at  least  one  top- 
budget  "leader"  to  sell  the  other  four 
films  in  the  block,  whatever  their  qual- 
ity may  be. 

.^J 

attained  the  required  proportions,  layoffs 
right  and  left  are  in  prospect. 

The  Eye  on  Talent 

The  decree  specifies  the  blocks  of  five 
may  be  made  interchangeable.  Pictures 
may  be  substituted  in  key  territories 
where  it  is  known  a certain  player  is 
popular,  while  other  players,  unpopular  in 
specific  key  centers,  would  constitute  a 
selling  handicap.  Hence,  some  insiders  here 
feel,  stars  will  have  to  be  generally  well- 
liked  throughout  every  section  of  the 
country  in  order  to  remain  in  the  top 
ranks.  Players  who  have,  heretofore,  got- 
ten by  and  drawn  large  salaries  because 
they  are  smash  hits  in  the  metropolitan 
centers  but  are  dismal  flops  in  the  hinter- 
lands, will  not  loom  as  large  on  the  Thes- 
pic  scene;  while  the  same  situation,  of 
course,  is  true  in  reverse  as  concerns  play- 
ers unpopular  in  the  big  cities  but  sure 
hits  in  smaller  localities.  The  five  studios 
coming  under  the  terms  of  the  decree 
may,  therefore,  and  of  necessity,  scruti- 
nize their  starring  lineups  with  a view 
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^Prestige''  Picture  in  Doubt 

Hollywood — The  decree  very  possibly  may  affect  the  production  of  the  so-called 
"prestige"  picture.  Most  majors  know  the  revenue  to  be  expected  from  such  at- 
tractions will  be  relatively  low;  if,  indeed,  they  are  not  aware  that  a downright  loss 
is  a probability.  The  block  booking  system  has  enabled  them  to  turn  out  such  films, 
however,  because  profits  can  be  reapportioned  through  a spread  over  pictures  which 
are,  commercially,  sound. 

The  losses  on  the  "prestige"  attraction  have,  heretofore,  been  absorbed  in  this  way 
while  some  advantage  is  gained  through  the  reputation  achieved  by  the  studio  for 
turning  out  distinctive  efforts.  However,  under  the  blocks-of-five  arrangement,  the 
leadoff  film  must  be  a fore-ordained  money-maker  or  the  block  will  not  be  attrac- 
tive to  the  exhibitor.  Under  such  a set  of  conditions,  it  appears  the  "prestige"  film 
may  pass  out  of  existence.  If  such  a conclusion  has  been  reached  by  the  leading 
studio  representatives,  however,  they  are  keeping  it  and  any  other  decisions  strictly 
to  themselves. 


See  Possible  Long-Term 
Wholesome  Effect  on 
Earnings  of  Actors 


to  revamping  them  to  cope  with  such 
conditions. 

Always  evident,  too,  is  the  possibility 
that  the  total  number  of  films  to  be 
made  by  the  majors  will  be  curtailed. 
Very  little  has  been  said,  however,  which 
could  be  interpreted  as  indicating  any 
such  step.  On  the  contrary.  President 
Barney  Balaban  of  Paramount  revealed 
recently,  as  reported  in  Boxoffice,  that 
the  quantity  will  increase,  and  that  he 
believes  it  will  be  stepped  up  by  Paramount 
at  least. 

The  Screen  Actors  Guild,  through  its 
official  bulletin,  reports  finding  indica- 
tions that  settlement  of  the  anti-trust  ac- 
tion may  have  a possible  wholesome  long- 
range  effect  on  actors’  earnings.  The 
reasoning  supplied  is  that,  whatever  the 
decree’s  terms,  the  uncertainty,  fear  and 
production  stagnation  which  gripped  the 
industry  during  the  summer  has  been  dis- 
pelled. It  calls  the  decree  the  ‘‘most  per- 
manent factor  for  good  or  evil  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  business,’’  and  declares  that, 
if  nothing  else,  its  adoption  will  remove 
the  industry  from  the  snarl  of  a “mesh 
of  lawsuits.’’ 

No  secret  has  been  made  of  the  fact 
that,  in  recent  weeks,  many  major  com- 
pany executives  and  distribution  chief- 
tains have  huddled  with  studio  generalis- 
simos and  have  discussed  the  ultimate  ef- 
fect the  decree  must,  of  necessity,  have 
— albeit  at  a still  somewhat  distant  date 
— upon  production  methods,  personnel  and 
studio  operations  generally.  Little,  if  any- 
thing, however,  has  officially  been  an- 
nounced as  the  result  of  such  conferences, 
save  for  .such  items  as: 

To  "Tighten  Belt" 

Admission  by  John  Balaban,  Para- 
mount theatre  partner,  following  a recent 
Hollywood  discussion  with  studio  and 
homeoffice  executives,  that  the  studio  it- 
self, as  well  as  theatre  partners  and  the 
distribution  organization,  will  have  to 
“draw  their  belts  a little  tighter  and  fight 
to  stay  on  top.’’  Just  what  form  the  studio 
belt-drawing  would  take,  however,  was  not 
revealed — either  as  to  budgets,  salaries  of 
studio  executives  and  personnel,  or  other 
possible  economies.  Paramount  attaches 
pointed  out,  however,  at  that  time  that 
in  the  event  the  conferences  had  arrived 
at  any  decisions  regarding  possible  changes 
in  the  picture-making  scheme,  the  execu- 
tives evidently  “weren’t  going  to  tell  the 
industry  about  it.” 

Even  less  communicative  were  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox spokesmen  when  Herman  Web- 
ber, general  sales  chief,  visited  the  studio 
recently.  It  was  indicated,  of  course,  that 
Webber  had  come  especially  to  discuss  the 
decree:  to  inform  Darryl  Zanuck,  Joseph 
Schenck  and  other  production  executives 
of  its  details;  and  to  work  out  with  them 
some  feasible  means  of  re-gearing  the 
studio  setup  to  cope  with  it.  Nevertheless 
studio  attaches  were  unwilling  to  provide 
any  information  as  to  the  outcome  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Warner  Force  Told 
To  Observe  Decree 


New  York — In  a special  letter  to  the 
field  sales  force  on  the  decree,  Warner 
home  office  executives  stress  the  import- 
ance of  compliance  fully  and  faithfully 
with  various  provisions,  pointing  out  fail- 
ure to  do  so  “will  inevitably  lead  to  the 
filing  of  arbitration  complaints  against 
the  company.”  The  men  are  asked  to 
make  every  effort  to  avoid  cases  which 
may  lead  to  arbitrators  making  awards 
against  the  company. 

“Such  arbitrations,”  the  letter  adds, 
“would  not  only  be  costly  to  the  company 
but  might  make  it  more  difficult  there- 
after for  us  to  deal  on  a favorable  basis 
with  the  complaining  exhibitor.  More- 
over, violation  of  these  instructions  might 
lead  in  some  instances  to  the  imposing  of 
penalties  against  the  company  and  its 
executives  by  the  court.”  Where  doubt 
exists  on  any  provision  of  the  decree,  the 
men  are  urged  to  communicate  with  the 
home  office  legal  department  for  inter- 
pretation. 

On  forcing  of  shorts,  trailers  and  re- 
issues the  text  of  the  decree  is  given  in 
full ’with  the  following  explanation; 

“This  section  does  not  apply  to  any 
contracts  signed  prior  to  Nov.  20,  1940 
(the  date  the  decree  became  effective) 
and  there  can  be  no  arbitration  of  claims 
arising  out  of  such  contracts. 

“With  respect  to  contracts  signed  after 
Nov.  20,  1940,  exhibitors  who  timely  send 
the  proper  notice  will  have  the  right  to 
arbitrate  claims  under  these  contracts 
when  arbitration  tribunals  are  set  up. 

“Do  not  require  any  exhibitor  to  buy  any 
short  subjects,  trailers  or  reissues  he  does 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


Riikin  Invests  $20,000 
In  a Frankie  Darro 

New  York — Herman  Rifkin,  recently 
elected  to  the  Monogram  board,  is  under- 
stood to  have  invested  $20,000  in  the  com- 
pany which  is  to  partly  finance  a picture 
to  star  Frankie  Darro. 

Steve  Broidy,  recently  named  general 
sales  manager  to  succeed  Edward  A.  Gol- 
den, is  spending  the  holidays  in  Boston, 
his  home  town,  and  will  move  to  the  coast 
after  the  first  of  the  year.  Golden  has 
since  become  financially  interested  in 
George  W.  Weeks’  new  production  unit  at 
the  Monogram  studio.  In  addition,  he 
plans  to  produce  two  features  on  his  own 
for  release  through  Monogram  franchise 
holders. 


Resigns  NBC  Post 

New  York — Max  Gordon,  who  last  year 
joined  NBC’s  television  department  as  spe- 
cial advisor,  has  resigned  from  that  post. 
He  will  continue  his  theatrical  activities 
in  addition  to  plans  for  the  production  of 
“The  American  Way”  for  RKO.  He  and 
Harry  Goetz  are  now  lining  up  finances  for 
the  RKO  picture. 


Cl  


Appeals  Board  Men 
To  Be  Named  Soon 

New  York — Within  the  next  week  or  so 
Federal  Judge  Henry  Warren  Goddard  is 
expected  to  name  two  additional  men  ior 
the  arbitration  appeals  board.  At  the 
time  the  judge  named  Van  Vechten  Vee- 
der  as  chairman  he  indicated  the  two 
other  appointees  would  be  chosen  alter 
the  first  oi  the  year. 

Much  interest  centers  about  the  men 
to  be  appointed.  They  are  expected  to  be 
retired  judges  like  Veeder.  The  two 
new  arbitrators  will  be  delegated  with- 
out recommendation  from  the  industry  or 
the  AAA.  Each  will  receive  an  annual 
salary  of  $17,500. 

VS  . 

Full  Working  Chance 
For  Decree  Pledged 


New  York — Paramount  “intends  to  try 
to  make”  the  consent  decree  “work  for  the 
good  of  all  and  give  it  a fair  trial,  and 
we  hope  that  our  customers  will  do  like- 
wise, regardless  of  what  may  have  been 
their  views  and  may  now  be  their  criti- 
cisms or  fears.” 

So  goes  the  essence  of  a letter  by  Bar- 
ney Balaban,  Paramount  president,  to  Fred 
H.  Strom  of  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  the 
Northwest,  in  reply  to  the  latter’s  criticism 
of  Paramount’s  position  in  respect  to  the 
decree.  Strom  took  exception  to  Bala- 
ban’s  observations  as  reported  in  a trade 
paper,  not  Boxoffice,  on  how  he  thought 
future  selling  under  blocks  of  five  will  be 
conducted. 

“We  will  not  violate  it  in  letter  or  in 
spirit,”  Balaban  answers  Strom.  He  goes 
on  to  say  that,  since  none  of  the  signa- 
tories to  the  decree  has  had  any  experi- 
ence with  selling  as  provided  in  the  docu- 
ment, “problems  must  be  met  and  solved 
as  they  arise  and  actual  experience  will 
be  a better  guide  than  any  effort  at  plan- 
ning in  advance.” 

However,  Balaban  does  make  the  point 
“product  must  not  be  dissipated  or  sacri- 
ficed either  by  distributor  or  exhibitor  in 
(Continued  on  page  11) 


Shorts  Forcing  Subject 
To  Action  If  Contract 
Trails  Pact  Signing 

New  York  — Clearance,  some  run  and 
availability  of  prints  will  be  the  only  trade 
practices  arbitrable  under  the  decree  when 
the  American  Arbitration  Ass’n  begins 
operation  of  its  nationwide  system  of  film 
tribunals  on  or  shortly  after  February  1. 

This  is  explained  by  counsel  for  one  of 
the  “Big  Five,”  who  declares  that,  while 
the  information  is  set  forth  in  the  decree, 
there  appears  to  be  an  impression  in  some 
exhibitor  quarters  that  other  factors  in 
the  decree  are  also  arbitrable  as  soon  as 
tribunals  begin  to  function.  This  source 
states  disputes  arising  from  selling  in 
blocks  of  five,  trade  showings,  licensing  of 
films  in  one  exchange  district  conditioned 
upon  licensing  in  another  exchange  dis- 
trict and  arbitrary  refusal  to  license  prod- 
uct on  a requested  run  will  not  become 
arbitrable  until  September  1,  1941. 

However,  the  source  adds,  issues  over 
forcing  of  shorts  are  arbitrable  February 
1 if  the  sale  of  the  shorts  is  regarded  as 
a “new  sale,”  and  not  one  concluded  be- 
fore the  decree  was  signed. 


AAA  Will  Move  to  New  Quarters 
In  U.  S.  Rubber  Building 

New  York — The  American  Arbitration 
Ass’n  will  move  from  its  present  quarters 
at  8 West  40th  Street  to  the  eighth  floor 
of  the  U.  S.  Rubber  Co.  Building  at  1230 
Sixth  Avenue,  newest  unit  in  the  Rocke- 
feller Center  development.  From  that 
point  will  be  conducted  the  administration 
of  the  industry’s  arbitration  system.  Oc- 
cupancy is  expected  late  in  January.  The 
AAA  will  take  over  the  entire  eighth  floor 
and  adjacent  space,  providing  for  four  or 
five  hearing  rooms,  which  will  form  the 
New  York  film  tribunal,  the  first  to  be 
announced  in  the  nationwide  network  of 
offices. 

Meanwhile,  J.  Noble  Braden,  executive 
director  for  the  film  tribunals,  is  continu- 
ing to  set  up  preliminary  arrangements 
preparatory  to  a February  1 operation  of 
all  tribunals.  He  had  covered  23  cities  by 
the  weekend,  which  took  in  Cleveland  and 
Buffalo.  For  the  next  week  he  will  oper- 
ate out  of  New  York  and  make  one-day 
trips  to  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Albany  and 
New  Haven. 


cr  ■ - - — ^ 

^'Review  Digest'^  Improved 

Effective  with  the  next  issue,  the  "Review  Digest"  department  of 
BOXOFFICE  realigns  itself  to  include  in  its  ratings  the  "New  York  Daily 
News,"  which  has  the  greatest  newspaper  circulation  in  America,  and 
"Parents  Magazine,"  which  appraises  films  through  the  particular  eyes 
of  the  family. 

"Review  Digest"  is  an  interpretative  analysis  of  published  reviews 
and  now,  for  the  first  time,  is  to  reach  beyond  the  trade  paper  field. 
The  department  is  barely  six  months  old,  but  exhibitor  approval  already 
has  been  solidly  registered. 
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SPEAKING  of  trends,  there  is  to 
consider  for  whatever  the  con- 
clusion might  be  the  ten  best  of  the 
year  ending  December  1 as  seen 
through  the  ballots  of  the  young  re- 
viewers of  the  National  Board  of 
Review  and  the  4-Star  Clubs,  the 
board's  junior  field  groups. 

The  essential  information:  In  age, 
these  boys  and  girls  range  from 
eight  to  eighteen.  They  make  their 
selections  ahead  of  any  published 
lists  made  by  older  groups  or  critics; 
therefore,  there  apparently  is  no 
question  of  influence  exercised  or 
suggested  by  the  opinions  of  elders. 
Their  vote,  in  order: 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American," 
"Foreign  Correspondent,"  "All  This, 
and  Heaven  Too,"  "Boom  Town," 
"Rebecca,"  "The  Great  Dictator," 
"The  Sea  Hawk,"  "Gone  With  the 
Wind,"  "Strike  Up  the  Band"  and 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia." 

And,  while  these  attractions  did 
not  make  the  top  group,  votes  were 
cast  for: 

"Edison,  the  Man,"  "Northwest 
Passage,"  "Brigham  Young — Fron- 
tiersman," "The  Biscuit  Eater," 
"Pride  and  Prejudice"  and  "North 
West  Mounted  Police." 

Of  the  entire  list,  the  solitary  can- 
didate which  conceivably  might  be 
described  as  of  direct  juvenile  ap- 
peal was  "The  Biscuit  Eater." 

Boys  from  eight  to  thirteen  years 
of  age  voted  for  the  top  list  with  the 
exception  of  "All  This,  and  Heaven 
Too"  and  "Rebecca"  and  gave 
"Knute  Rockne"  as  first  choice.  Boys 
from  fourteen  to  eighteen  selected 
all  of  the  winners.  Girls  from  eight 
to  thirteen  helped  pick  eight  of  the 
ten,  their  dissenting  votes  going  for 
"The  Biscuit  Eater"  and  "Edison,  the 
Man."  Girls  from  fourteen  to  eigh- 
teen likewise  figured  in  eight  of  the 
winners,  differing  from  the  others 
on  "Pride  and  Prejudice"  and  "North 
West  Mounted  Police." 

"The  surprising  thing  about  this 
list,  to  those  who  aren't  in  close 
touch  with  the  likes  of  boys  and 
girls",  observes  the  National  Board 
with  apparent  justification,  "is  that 
it  might  have  been  made  by  people 
of  any  age.  It  is  another  year's 
proof  of  what  the  National  Board 
has  been  learning  for  a long  time, 
that  the  tastes  of  children  in  movies 
is  not  essentially  different  from  that 
of  their  elders.  Their  standards  of 
excellence  are  just  as  high — and 
the  only  thing  they  seem  to  prefer 


is  plenty  of  action.  The  children  of 
today  are  not  only  the  audiences  of 
tomorrow — they  are  a genuine  part 
of  the  audiences  of  today  and  not 
a special  section  of  it  that  demands 
something  different  from  what  ap- 
peals to  the  general  mass  of  movie- 
goers." 

If  this  is  basically  true,  as  this 
evidence  indicates,  it  will  be  pleas- 
ant for  the  inaustry  to  know  that  the 
mould  out  of  which  its  product  pours 
is  a "come  one,  come  all"  formula 
that  genuinely  works. 

Prediction 

A Hollywood  angle  on  the  decree 
and  its  possible  effect,  not  precisely 
new,  from  Harold  Heffernon  and 
as  reported  through  the  North  Amer- 
ican Newspaper  Alliance  in  the 
"Detroit  News:" 

"Since  the  recent  federal  con- 
sent decree  . . . bans  block 
booking,  every  motion  picture 
feature  released  after  next  Sep- 
tember 1 must  stand  on  its  own 
merits  in  the  race  for  theatre 
bookings.  Now  it  behooves 
each  studio  to  corral  every  pos- 
sible morsel  of  star  drawing 
power  in  the  community,  hence 
the  start  of  perhaps  the  dizziest 
wage  spending  orgy  this  never 
penurious  community  has  ever 
witnessed." 

For  Instance 

Lana  Turner,  according  to  dili- 
gent research,  found  ten  boxes  of 
chewing  gum  in  her  dressing  room 
on  the  "Ziegfeld  Girl"  set  It  seems 
the  showgirls  in  the  cast  put  them 
there  because,  according  to  Georgia 
Carroll,  famous  model,  the  girls  find 
chewing  their  only  relaxation  as 
they  stand  immobile  and  in  one  po- 
sition for  hours  on  end. 

As  alternative  relaxations,  the 
possibilities  are  almost  endless. 

Correspondence 

M.  E.  Berkhimer,  who  is  an  ex- 
hibitor at  Lusk,  Wyo.,  in  writing 
M-G-M  for  material  enclosed  a note 
addressed  to  Howard  Dietz.  It  read, 
"Did  you  ever  live  in  Carson, 
Iowa?" 

Si  Seadler,  however,  got  the  no- 
tation first,  sent  it  to  Dietz  with, 
"Your  Past!" 

Dietz  returned  to  Seadier  with, 
"My  future." 
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Warner  Men  Told 
To  Observe  Decree 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

not  want  as  a condition  to  his  buying 
features.” 

In  regard  to  “Selling  an  Available  Run 
Designated  by  Distributor,”  the  company 
has  this  to  say,  after  outlining  the  section 
in  the  decree: 

“Practically,  this  provision  compels  us 
to  make  our  product  available  for  all  the- 
atres on  runs  which  we  designate  to  be 
available  unless  you  believe  such  run  will 
injure  our  total  revenue  from  the  par- 
ticular competitive  area  involved.  Just 
what  run  we  can  designate  to  be  available 
in  a particular  competitive  area  will,  nat- 
urally, depend  upon  the  prior  I’uns  in  that 
area  which,  at  the  time  of  the  exhibitor’s 
request,  you  either  have  licensed  or  in- 
tend to  license.  Therefore,  you  must  give 
due  consideration  to  all  requests  for  our 
product  on  any  run  made  by  all  the  ex- 
hibitors and  use  your  business  judgment 
in  determining  whether  or  not  the  appli- 
cant in  the  operation  of  his  theatre  can 
satisfy  reasonable  minimum  standards,  is 
reputable  and  responsible  and  whether  the 
granting  of  such  a run  would  reduce  our 
total  revenue.  If  you  have  any  doubt,  you 
will  of  course,  communicate  with  the  home 
office  for  further  instructions.” 

On  Canceling  Features 

The  section  on  “Exhibitor’s  Right  to 
Cancel  Features  Locally  Offensive”  is  ex- 
plained accordingly; 

“This  section  does  not  apply  to  any  con- 
tracts signed  prior  to  Nov.  20,  1940  (the 
date  when  the  decree  was  signed)  and 
there  can  be  no  arbitration  of  claims  aris- 
ing out  of  such  contracts.  With  respect 
to  contracts  signed  after  Nov.  20,  1940, 
exhibitors  who  timely  send  the  proper  no- 
tice will  have  the  right  to  arbitrate  claims 
under  these  contracts  when  arbitration 
tribunals  are  set  up.” 

Then  on  “Arbitration  of  Clearance  Dis- 
putes,” this: 

“The  factors  which  the  arbitrator  must 
take  into  consideration  in  determining 
whether  or  not  the  clearance  complained 
of  is  reasonable  are  fully  set  forth  in 
Section  VIII  of  the  decree  and  the  sum- 
mary. 

"Withholding  Prints" 

“The  clearance  granted  by  Vitagraph 
to  Warner  theatres  is  not  subject  to  arbi- 
tration by  virtue  of  Section  XVII  which 
exempts  from  the  decree  dealings  between 
Vitagraph  and  Warner  theatres.” 

The  final  section  outlines  and  explains 
“Unfairly  Withholding  Prints  by  Distrib- 
utors.” 

“Where  several  exhibitors  compete  on 
the  same  run  and  enjoy  the  same  avail- 
ability,” the  letter  continues,  “you  may 
use  your  discretion  in  determining  the 
exhibitors  to  whom  we  shall  deliver  the 
limited  number  of  prints  then  on  hand, 
but  we  cannot  pursue  a policy  of  con- 
tinually favoring  the  same  such  exhibitors 
as  against  the  others. 

“You  will  note  that  under  Section  XX 
of  the  decree  our  obligation  to  trade  show 
features  and  sell  in  groups  of  not  more 
than  five  takes  effect  with  features  re- 
leased after  Aug.  31,  1941.  To  comply 
with  these  provisions  we  must  not  take 
any  commitments  whatever  whether  oral 
or  in  writing,  express  or  implied,  with  re- 
spect to  features  to  be  released  after  Aug. 
31,  1941.  We  intend  to  release  all  of  our 
1940-41  product  prior  to  Aug.  31,  1941. 
This  means  you  must  not  enter  into  any 
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Paramount  Meeting 
Set  for  Chicago 

New  York — Paramount  district  and  di- 
vision managers  will  convene  in  Chi- 
cago, January  21,  for  their  annual  win- 
ter meeting,  the  session  to  be  headed  by 
Neil  F.  Agnew. 

Among  the  topics  to  be  discussed  is  ad- 
ditional manpower  required  under  the 
consent  decree's  block  of  five  selling 
plan. 

Vast  Changes  Loom 
On  Hollywood  Scene 


(Continued  from  page  4) 

conferences.  ' One  spokesman  reported 
probably  no  action  will  be  taken  here 
until  Felix  A.  Jenkins,  of  the  New  York 
office,  has  completed  a manual  outlining 
all  phases  of  company  operations  under 
the  decree. 

Not  denied,  likewise,  was  the  fact  the 
principal  purpose  of  William  F.  Rodgers’ 
recent  Metro  studio  visit  was  similar  to 
Wobber’s  at  20th  Century-Fox — to  explain 
the  decree  and  to  endeavor  to  plot  with 
Louis  B.  Mayer  several  possible  avenues 
toward  readjusting  production  methods. 
The  same  situation  holds  true  at  Colum- 
bia, where  Jack  Cohn,  Abe  Montague  and 
Rube  Jackter  studied  the  studio’s  future 
with  President  Harry  Cohn;  and  at  RKO 
Radio,  where  President  George  Schaefer 
spent  three  weeks  with  studio  and  sales 
executives,  the  consent  decree  uppermost 
in  their  minds. 

Silent  on  Findings 

Apparently  these  and  other  interested 
parties  have  not  yet  gone  far  enough  in 
their  huddles  to  disclose  their  findings, 
or  they  are — as  in  the  case  of  Paramount 
— reluctant  to  reveal  them  to  other  com- 
panies. 

Most  definite  disclosure  concerns  the 
fate  of  the  United  Artists  production  set- 
up. Maurice  Silverstone,  UA  chief,  has 
revealed  the  company  will  schedule  only 
15  to  20  pictures  for  1941-42  release, 
smallest  number  in  the  company’s  history; 
signifying  that  the  various  UA  produc- 
tion units  will  be  directly  affected  in  that 
the  activities  of  nearly  all  of  them  will 
be  curtailed.  Silverstone  explained  the  re- 
duced production  is  planned  so  that  UA, 
with  fewer  and  better  pictures,  will  be 
able  to  compete  more  easily  with  the  larger 
companies. 


Walt  Disney  Reports  Loss 
Of  $1,259,798  for  Year 

Hollywood — Walt  Disney  Prod,  reports 
a loss  of  $1,259,798  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing Sept.  28,  1940.  Operating  loss  is  $259,- 
798  after  charges  including  amortization  of 
negative  costs.  Because  of  the  foreign 
situation,  the  company  deducted  $1,000,000 
from  its  income  account  as  “provision  for 
excess  of  cost  of  ‘Pinocchio’  over  estimated 
total  net  income  therefrom.” 


commitments  which  cover  features  beyond 
our  1940-41  product.  To  make  douhly  sure 
of  our  compliance  with  these  sections  you 
are  instructed  to  refrain  from  discussing 
with  any  exhibitor  features  to  be  released 
after  Aug.  31,  1941  until  further  advised.” 


Warns  More  Taxes 
Are  in  the  Air 


New  York — “More  taxes  are  certainly  in 
the  air  because  of  mounting  deficits  in 
both  federal  and  state  governments,”  states 
Ed  Kuykendall,  in  an  MPTOA  bulletin 
which  urges  strengthening  of  exhibitor  or- 
ganizations to  resist  “having  the  movies 
singled  out  for  special  taxes  that  will  im- 
pose a burden  far  in  excess  of  that  car- 
ried by  other  industries.” 

In  citing  only  three  states  as  without 
“sizeable  deficits,”  Kuykendall  warns  the 
“atmosphere  of  ‘national  emergency’  lends 
itself  as  well  to  drastic  regulation  of  busi- 
ness enterprises  and  all  means  of  com- 
munication by  statute”  in  the  41  states 
whose  legislatures  convene  in  January. 

While  of  the  opinion  the  current  Ascap- 
radio  industry  controversy  does  not  di- 
rectly involve  theatres,  Kuykendall  takes 
the  view  that,  if  the  dispute  should  result 
in  the  dissolution  of  Ascap,  “it  may  en- 
able the  producer  of  a motion  picture  to 
buy  the  ‘performing  rights’  to  music  used 
in  the  picture  on  its  merits  from  the  com- 
poser or  publisher,  just  as  the  producer 
now  buys  the  rights  to  the  copyrighted 
story  and  dialogue  used  in  the  picture,  and 
include  such  rights  in  licensing  pictures  to 
exhibitors.” 

Observing  that  while  “continuous  de- 
nunciation and  protests  against  objection- 
able features  of  the  consent  decree  may 
afford  personal  pleasure  and  relieve  our 
mental  anguish,”  Kuykendall  declares  “we 
might  just  as  well  recognize  the  plain  fact 
that  it  can  do  no  good  at  this  time.”  No 
modification  of  the  decree  is  now  likely  by 
court  action  or  otherwise  until  after  it 
goes  into  actual  operation,  he  states.  “Talk 
of  exhibitor  cooperation  to  ‘make  it  work’ 
and  ‘to  give  it  a fair  trial’  is  more  or  less 
nonsense,”  he  adds.  “There  is  no  pro- 
vision anywhere  in  the  decree  for  exhibi- 
tor participation  or  cooperation  in  the  ad- 
ministration or  operations  under  the  de- 
cree. It  actually  makes  no  particular  dif- 
ference whether  the  exhibitor  is  willing  to 
cooperate  or  whether  he  isn’t.” 


A Full  Working  Chance 
For  Decree  Is  Pledged 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

any  arbitrary  way  because  if  this  happens 
everybody  loses.  With  the  huge  loss  of 
revenue  from  our  foreign  markets,  it  is  of 
vital  importance  to  every  distributor  to 
avoid  and  prevent  dissipation  of  product 
in  this  country  if  the  producer  is  to  re- 
main in  business.  The  exhibitor,  corre- 
spondingly, must  protect  himself  against 
such  waste,  or  he  will  suffer.” 

The  Paramount  president  declares  there 
must  be  “an  orderly  method  evolved  for 
distributing  pictures  in  the  various  terri- 
tories according  to  the  differing  conditions 
which  may  obtain  in  different  places. 

“Considering  the  fact  that  second  runs 
must  follow  first  runs  and  subsequent  runs 
follow  earlier  runs,  it  must  be  apparent 
that  the  sale  and  booking  of  pictures  must 
be  so  arranged  as  to  avoid  confusion,”  he 
asserts.  “That  will  be  the  task  and  prob- 
lem of  our  distribution  department  to 
work  out  in  the  most  satisfactory  and 
equitable  way  for  all  concerned.  To  at- 
tempt to  accumulate  product  for  indis- 
criminate offering  without  recognizing  the 
fact  that  some  order  is  necessary  would 
not  simplify  or  aid  in  the  solution.” 
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Wonder  About  Boxoffice  Draw 
If  Defense  Films  Reach  Flood 


New  York — They  don’t  want  to  be 
quoted  because  of  the  possibility  of  mis- 
taken motives.  And  besides,  it  isn’t  cricket 
in  most  circles  to  go  skeptical  about  mat- 
ters dealing  with  national  defense.  But — 

Several  circuit  men  here  are  privately 
shaking  their  heads  over  the  anticipated 
flood  of  features  out  of  Hollywood  on 
various  angles  of  the  defense  program. 
Their  approach,  of  course,  is  the  orthodox 
one  of  the  boxoffice  and  what  might  be 
expected  to  happen  if  all  the  product, 
planned  and  talked  about,  actually  de- 
velops. 

They  have  ideas,  too,  that  the  reception 
accorded  yarns  backgrounded  in  defense, 
once  the  initial  excitement  subsides,  might 
change  the  studios’  idea  about  continuing 
them.  “It’s  a matter  of  straight  business 
and  any  suggestion  that  it  isn’t  patriotic 
has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  case,’’ 
one  circuit  bigwig  points  out. 


Hollywood  — Whether  subject  to  the 
draft  or  not,  virtually  every  Hollywood 
studio  worker  is  going  to  have  something 
to  do  with  national  defense. 

This  seems  a certainty,  judging  from  the 
part  that  important  subject  promises  to 
play  in  pictures  scheduled  to  come  out  of 
the  celluloid  mills  during  the  next  few 
months.  Nearly  every  studio  has  at  least 
one  property  in  preparation  dealing  with 
some  phase  of  preparedness. 

Heaviest  lineup  to  date  is  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox. There  “Rise  and  Shine,’’  stoiy 
of  the  draftees,  is  scheduled  to  roll  in 
January.  In  preparation  also  are  “Four- 
teenth Regiment,”  previously  titled  “Ser- 
geant Sam  Dreben;”  “The  Eagle  Flies 
Again,”  a story  of  military  aviation,  and 
an  untitled  feature,  the  locale  of  which 
will  be  the  noted  Great  Lakes  naval  train- 
ing station. 

Warner  is  well  under  way  with  its  series 
of  preparedness  short  subjects,  being  film- 
ed in  Technicolor  and  revealing  every 
phase  of  U.  S.  service  operations.  Com- 
pleted is  “The  Tanks  Are  Coming,”  with 
“Wings  of  Steel”  now  in  work.  Also  sched- 
uled are  the  feature-length  “Sergeant 
York,”  starring  Gary  Cooper  in  a biogra- 
phy of  the  World  War  hero,  and  “I’ve  Got 
Your  Number,”  story  of  sabotage  in  com- 
munication systems,  being  scripted  by 
Robert  Kent. 

“Dive  Bomber”  by  Frank  Wead  is  slated 
to  enter  production  about  March  1.  As  it 
stands  now.  the  cast  will  include  James 
Cagney,  George  Brent  and  Ronald  Rea- 
gan. Lloyd  Bacon  will  direct. 

B.  G.  DeSylva’s  first  production  for 
Paramount  will  be  “Caught  in  the  Draft,” 
co-featuring  Bob  Hope  and  Dorothy  La- 


We  are  the  exclu- 
sive distributors,  sole 
copyright  owners  and 
exclusive  holders  of 
the  censorship  licenses  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture—   , 
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Any  showing  of  this  film  without  our  au- 
thorization will  be  considered  a copyright 
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For  bookings  apply  to 

Samuel  Cummins,  Eureka  Productions,  Inc. 

230  Kast  41st  Street,  New  York  City 


The  West  His  Onion — 

Haskell  M.  Masters,  now  managing  di- 
rector for  UA  in  Canada,  who  be- 
comes western  sales  maiiager  January 
1,  succeeding  L.  Jack  Schlaifer.  The 
latter  becomes  a special  representative. 


mour.  Boris  Morros  is  planning  a second 
Fred  Astaire  starrer  as  a musical  revue 
with  an  army  background.  For  release 
through  Paramount,  the  newly-formed 
Picture  Corp.  of  America  will  star  Dick 
Arlen  in  three  military  aviation  features. 

Arlen  and  Andy  Devine,  with  the  An- 
drews Sistei’s,  are  scheduled  to  start  work 
shortly  in  “Buck  Privates”  for  Universal. 
At  Columbia  “He’s  My  Uncle,”  its  title 
taken  from  the  currently  popular  song, 
is  being  prepared  by  Sam  Bischoff.  Har- 
old Lloyd  has  announced  his  next  picture, 
starring  himself,  will  be  “My  Favorite 
Spy,”  in  which  he  will  portray  a draftee. 

Republic’s  entry,  now  being  scripted,  is 
“Rookies’  Roost,”  while  Monogram  has  al- 
ready completed  an  “East  Side  Kids” 
starrer,  the  background  of  which  is  a CCC 
camp. 

Nearing  completion,  additionally,  is 
Paramount’s  aviation  saga,  “I  Wanted 
Wings,”  much  of  which  was  filmed  on  lo- 
cation at  Randolph  Field,  army  training 
school,  in  Texas.  Similarly  backgrounded 
is  M-G-M’s  “Flight  Command,”  starring 
Robert  Taylor,  which  was  premiered 
December  17.  A navy  background  is  in- 
herent in  “A  Guy,  a Girl  and  a Gob,” 
produced  by  Harold  Lloyd  for  RKO  Radio 
release. 

Undoubtedly  the  trend  toward  pictures 
with  a national  defense  or  service  back- 
ground will  cause  some  of  the  more  popu- 
lar releases  of  recent  years  to  be  reissued. 
Already  in  that  state,  and  indicative  of 
such  a coming  trend,  is  Warner’s  “Here 
Comes  the  Navy,”  made  in  1934  with  James 
Cagney  and  Pat  O’Brien  co-starring. 


Father  of  Rochemonts  Dies 
Boston — Louis  L.  G.  de  Rochemont,  Bos- 
ton attorney,  is  dead.  He  was  the  father 
of  Louis,  producer,  and  Richard,  managing 
editor  of  the  March  of  Time. 


RKO  May  Create 
New  Sales  Areas 

New  York — ^RKO  is  understood  plan- 
ning to  increase  its  current  six  districts 
to  eight  for  the  new  selling  season  under 
the  decree.  Home  office  executives  are 
reported  now  mulling  over  a list  of  candi- 
dates to  be  promoted  from  within  the 
ranks  to  conform  to  the  new  setup  which 
will  provide  for  an  eastern  district,  prob- 
ably under  the  leadership  of  Bob  Wolff, 
currently  New  York,  New  Jersey  and 
Brooklyn  branch  manager. 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  sales,  last  week  announced  the 
creation  of  two  new  UA  districts.  In  de- 
tailing the  changes  two  territories  were 
split  into  four  districts. 

Charles  Stern,  who  formerly  handled 
five  branches  as  eastern  district  manager, 
now  has  three,  namely  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Boston.  Washington  and  Phila- 
delphia have  been  delegated  to  Arthur  Sil- 
verstone,  until  recently  assistant  to  Harry 
L.  Gold. 

With  the  promotion  of  Jack  Goldhar  as 
special  field  representative,  his  former  ter- 
ritory has  been  divided  between  Irving 
Schlank  and  J.  S.  Abrose,  the  former 
covering  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Minne- 
apolis and  the  latter  Omaha,  Kansas  City 
and  St.  Louis. 

In  enlarging  Gold’s  eastern  division  from 
three  to  four  districts  the  number  of  ex- 
changes covered  remains  the  same.  The 
same  holds  true  for  the  western  division, 
now  under  the  leadership  of  Haskell  M. 
Masters,  who  replaces  L.  Jack  Schlaifer,  now 
special  representative.  S.  Glazer,  who  has 
been  with  UA  since  its  formation  and  un- 
til recently  Toronto  manager,  takes  over 
the  Canadian  division  formerly  under 
Masters.  Al  Jeffrey,  Montreal  UA  man- 
ager, has  been  shifted  to  Toronto.  Charles 
Chaplin  at  St.  John  has  been  moved  to 
Montreal. 


Judell  Renews  Production 
Activity  About  Feb,  10 

New  York — Ben  Judell,  former  head  of 
Producers  Distributing  Corp.,  will  return 
to  active  production  February  10  when  he 
starts  the  first  of  two  “roadshow  exploi- 
tation” pictures  on  the  coast. 

In  town  for  a week,  Judell  told  Boxoffice 
before  returning  to  Chicago,  December  21, 
he  is  working  with  his  son  Harvey  on  out- 
lines for  both  scripts.  He  will  leave  Chi- 
cago, January  2,  for  a tour  of  the  south 
en  route  to  the  coast  to  contact  circuit 
buyers  and  heads  on  ideas  for  the  pic- 
tures. He  plans  to  have  his  first  script 
shooting  February  10. 

Mono,  Franchise  Holders 
Will  Meet  in  St,  Louis 

New  York — Monogram  franchise  hold- 
ers will  meet  in  St.  Louis  January  4 and 
5.  Current  and  future  plans  will  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Steve  Broidy,  newly  elected  general  sales 
manager,  and  Herman  Rifkin  will  go  to 
the  meeting  from  Boston.  After  the  ses- 
sion, Broidy  will  continue  to  the  coast 
where  he  will  make  his  headquarters. 


W.  E.  Dividend 

New  York — Western  Electric  has  de- 
clared a dividend  of  $1.75  per  share  on 
its  common,  payable  December  30  to  hold- 
ers of  record  on  December  26. 
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Kuykendall  Strikes  for 


Skouras  Opposing 
Warner  Demands 


New  York — Contending  the  circuit  had 
the  clearance  and  Warner  is  trying  to  take 
it  away,  Skouras  is  still  opposing  demands 
by  the  latter  circuit  for  its  Paterson  “A” 
house. 

The  first  signs  of  trouble  showed  itself 
last  week  when  the  Skouras  Lafayette  at 
Suffern  was  forced  to  close  three  days  be- 
cause it  could  not  secure  a picture.  The 
Skouras  circuit  had  asked  for  an  even  date 
with  Paterson  on  “The  Letter,”  which  was 
refused.  As  a result,  the  house  had  to  go 
dark. 

Other  Theatre  News 

Other  local  theatre  news  finds  the  Cen- 
tral, 2,400  seater  being  built  at  Passaic, 
N.  J.,  putting  back  its  opening  date  until 
the  middle  of  April.  The  builders  had 
hoped  to  have  the  house  ready  this  week, 
but  demand  for  steel  for  war  materials 
held  up  deliveries. 

The  Rialto,  Ridgefield  Park,  N.  J.,  has 
closed  for  alterations. 

With  Karl  Eiche  as  manager,  George 
Pientck  and  William  Pichen  have  taken 
over  the  Modern  Playhouse  at  1439  Third 
Ave.  for  German  films. 

The  Village  on  Eighth  Ave.  has  again  re- 
opened under  the  management  of  Thomas 
Liccardo.  The  operator  had  the  house 
some  time  ago,  having  leased  it  from  Con- 
solidated Amusements.  His  new  deal  is 
with  the  landlord. 

Film  Board  May  Elect 
OHicers  January  8 

New  York — Election  of  officers  for  the 
New  York  Film  Board  of  Trade,  deferred 
at  the  last  meeting  due  to  lack  of  a 
quorum,  will  most  likely  be  held  January 
8 when  local  exchange  managers  meet 
again. 

Louis  Nizer,  executive  secretary,  flew  to 
Miami  Christmas  Eve  for  a vacation  and 
is  not  due  back  until  January  6. 

Pick  "Grapes  of  Wrath" 

As  Finest  Artistic  Film 

New  York — “The  Grapes  of  Wrath”  was 
the  best  film  of  the  year  in  the  eyes  of  the 
committee  on  exceptional  photoplays  of 
the  National  Board  of  Review  which  makes 
its  selection  on  the  basis  of  “artistic  merit 
and  importance.”  Best  foreign  language 
film  was  “The  Baker’s  Wife”  and  best 
documentary,  “The  Fight  for  Life”  with 
honorable  mention  to  “Power  and  the 
Land.” 


"Goodwill"  Pow-wow 

New  York — “The  time  is  ripe,"  states 
Ed  Kuykendall  in  an  MPTOA  bulletin, 
"for  a national  'goodwill'  convention  of 
theatre  owners.  Maybe  it  would  help 
to  generate  some  real  goodwill  in  the 
business,  take  our  minds  off  our  grief  and 
give  the  whole  industry  a little  shot  of 
enthusiasm  and  better  feeling  which 
would  certainly  be  a relief  from  the  bit- 
terness, rancor  and  disappointments  we 
have  been  going  through.  The  show 
business  really  depends  upon  enthusi- 
asm; when  that  goes  out  there  won't  be 
any  show  business." 

Kuykendall  states  he  plans  to  develop 
such  an  exhibitors'  convention  "soon." 

VS  — y 

Briggs  Succeeds  Rathner 
As  President  of  PRC 

New  York — With  the  resignation  of 
Harry  Rathner  as  president  of  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.,  O.  Henry  Briggs  has  been 
elected  to  that  post.  He  recently  resigned 
as  head  of  Pathe  Laboratories.  No  succes- 
sor at  Pathe  has  been  named  and  none 
will  for  some  time.  Kenneth  Young  con- 
tinues as  chairman  of  the  Pathe  board  and 
C.  Mervin  Travis  as  vice-president.  Elec- 
tions will  be  held  some  time  in  April. 

Now  that  Briggs  has  joined  the  com- 
pany, PRC  has  secured  $150,000  additional 
financing  from  a group  of  New  York  banks. 
The  new  money  will  be  spent  toward  com- 
pleting 21  of  the  38  features  scheduled  fer- 
tile current  season.  Pathe,  incidentally,  is 
financially  interested  in  the  company. 

May  Add  Producers 

It  is  understood  several  new  producers 
may  be  added  to  the  roster  which  now 
includes  Sig  Neufeld,  who  produces  the 
bulk  of  the  output;  Jed  Buell,  Ted  Rich- 
mond and  E.  B.  Derr.  Headquarters  in 
New  York  are  being  enlarged,  too. 

Rathner  was  president  of  PRC  since  its 
reorganization  last  February.  It  is  re- 
ported a term  contract  was  given  to  Briggs 
who  officially  will  assume  his  new  post 
after  the  first  of  the  year. 

Louis  Rutstein,  PRC  franchise  holder  in 
Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Portland  and 
Seattle,  has  been  here  all  week  conferring 
with  Briggs  on  future  plans.  He  states  he 
expects  to  return  to  the  coast  over  the 
weekend. 


Kemp  Services  in  Charlotte 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — Private  funeral  ser- 
vices for  Orchestra  Leader  Hal  Kemp  were 
held  here  Friday  morning. 
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England  Got  an  Ambulance 

New  York — One  of  the  most  unusual  holiday  gestures  to  come  to  light,  although 
there  may  be  others  of  identical  nature  that  haven't  been  noticed,  is  the  contribution 
of  virtually  the  entire  M-G-M  home  office  sales  department  to  the  American  Artists 
Ambulance  Ass'n  in  lieu  of  sending  out  Christmas  cards. 

The  contribution  was  enough  to  purchase  a trailer  ambulance  that  will  be  used 
in  bombed  areas  of  smaller  English  communities.  Those  who  contributed  to  the  fund 
instead  of  using  the  money  to  buy  Christmas  cards  and  stamps  are  William  F.  Rodg- 
ers, Thomas  J.  Connors,  Edward  M.  Saunders,  Alan  F.  Cummings,  E.  W.  Aaron,  Joel 
Bezahler,  William  Brenner,  Charles  F.  Deesen,  Florence  Ehrlich  Eisenstein,  William 
Gleicher,  Jay  A.  Gove  and  Rose  L.  Klein. 


Also  Arthur  Lacks,  William  Levine,  J.  S.  MacLeod,  Ira  S.  Martin,  Harold  Postman, 
1.  Hirsch  and  M.  L.  Simons. 


Urges  Trade  Study 
To  Bring  'Em  Back 


New  York — State  and  local  exhibitor  or- 
ganizations are  exhorted  by  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall in  an  MPTOA  bulletin  to  encourage 
studies  and  arrange  for  exchange  of  in- 
formation between  exhibitors  in  an  effort 
to  determine  what  keeps  potential  pa- 
trons away  from  theatres — “the  one  thing 
that  is  really  wrong  with  our  business.” 


(See  page  11  for  Kuykendall  slant 
on  taxes). 


On  the  theory  25  per  cent  of  the  people 
in  every  community  are  physically  and  fi- 
nancially able  to  attend  theatres  if  they 
want  to,  the  MPTOA  president  observes 
they  “don’t  go  because  we  have  not  been 
able  to  interest  them  in  motion  picture  en- 
tertainment.” The  situation,  he  states, 
“presents  a definite,  standing  challenge  to 
theatre  owners  and  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry to  find  out  why  these  people  have 
no  interest  in  any  of  the  motion  pictures 
that  are  being  made  and  exhibited,  what 
keeps  them  away  from  theatres  . . . It’s 
a question  of  facts,  not  of  theories.” 

The  MPTOA  will  endeavor  to  obtain  an 
amendment  to  the  special  ruling  of  the  bu- 
reau of  internal  revenue  which  provides 
that  the  tax  on  a full  adult  admission  must 
be  collected  on  “half-price"  tickets,  such 
as  those  instituted  to  encourage  attend- 
ance among  juveniles  between  the  chil- 
dren’s and  adult  age  classifications,  Kuy- 
kendall states. 

Many  Have  "Student  Tickets" 

He  points  out  many  theatres  have  in- 
augurated “student  tickets”  to  attract  the 
estimated  12,000,000  in  this  country  who 
are  between  the  ages  of  13  and  18,  most 
of  whom  are  not  gainfully  employed,  live 
at  home  and  have  very  limited  funds  to 
spend  on  amusements.  “We  don’t  want 
them  to  get  out  of  the  habit  of  going  to 
the  movies  at  this  stage  in  life,  or  they 
may  not  resume  it  when  they  do  begin  to 
earn  money,”  he  adds. 

The  bulletin  takes  cognizance  of  the  co- 
operation extended  by  the  industry  toward 
national  defense  insofar  as  theatres  are 
concerned,  but  warns  that  “the  job  is  to 
inform  the  government  agencies  of  what 
facilities  are  available  in  theatres,  what 
the  theatres  can  do  and  what  they  can’t 
do,  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  serious 
mistakes  in  the  preparation  of  material  for 
theatre  use  and  in  presenting  impractical 
plans  for  theatre  cooperation.” 

On  the  Decree 

In  discussing  the  consent  decree,  Kuy- 
kendall observes  that,  despite  the  exces- 
sive attention  given  to  it  and  the  vigorous 
protests  made  against  certain  provisions  of 
the  document,  “the  more  important  parts 
of  the  decree  will  be  inoperative  for  the 
next  six  or  eight  months.”  He  points  out 
the  decree  stipulates  that  trade  showings, 
blocks  of  five  selling,  arbitration  of  over- 
buying and  refusal  to  license  a last  run 
complaints  “do  not  go  into  effect  until 
September  1,  1941.”  Because  all  five  pic- 
tures in  a block  must  be  trade  shown  be- 
fore they  can  be  licensed  it  “is  not  likely 
that  such  pictures  will  be  offered  even  to 
first  run  accounts  until  after  July  1 next 
year,”  he  states.  “Thus  there  is  little 
prospect  of  anything  of  consequence  hap- 
pening for  several  months  under  the  de- 
cree, other  than  worry  and  anxiety  as  to 
what  will  happen  later  on,”  Kuykendall 
concludes. 
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Poor's  See  Upturn 
Early  in  1941 

New  York — The  industry  is  due  for  an 
upturn  early  in  1941,  at  least,  when  thea- 
tre attendance  is  expected  to  offset  re- 
duced revenue  from  European  markets. 
This  is  a year-end  forecast  of  Poor’s  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  publishers  of  Poor’s  Industry 
and  Investment  Surveys. 

“Most  concerns  in  the  field  are  keeping 
production  costs  at  a minimum  and  are 
concentrating  their  efforts  on  the  develop- 


MOTION  PICTURE  THEATRE  ATTENDANCE  AND 
TOTAL  INCOME  PAYMENTS 
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Scarce  of  data:  Weekly  Attendance.  Motion  Picture  Division  of 
U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce.  Income  Payments.  U S 
Department  of  Commerce.  (See  Table  1.) 


ment  of  the  home  market,’’  states  the  sur- 
vey. “Greater  theatre  attendance  and 
boxoffice  receipts  should  develop  during  the 
next  few  months,  at  least,  reflecting  higher 
consumer  incomes  occasioned  by  war- 
stimulated  business  activity  in  this  coun- 
try. For  the  first  nine  months  of  1940, 
the  total  of  income  payments  to  indi- 
viduals was  six  per  cent  higher  than  that 
for  the  corresponding  1939  period.  Pre- 
sumably, theatre  attendance  has  risen  at 
about  the  same  rate. 

"For  1941,  one  may  be  reasonably  as- 
sured that  domestic  theatre  attendance  and 
receipts  will  far  surpass  those  of  1940. 
Moreover,  the  improvement  in  prospect  for 
1941  is  expected  to  be  sufficient  to  offset 


RELATIVE  MOVEMENTS  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  THEATRE 
ATTENDANCE  AND  RECEIPTS  AND  GENERAL 
BUSINESS  ACTIVITY 


Soorcei  of  dots:  Annalist  Index  of  Business  Activity  from  The 
Annalist:  Motion  Picture  Attendance  and  Receipts  from  the 
Motion  lecture  Division  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Com* 
merce. 


any  losses  suffered  from  the  foreign  mar- 
kets. For,  even  should  so  much  as  a 50 
per  cent  decline  in  foreign  film  rentals  be 
suffered,  a rise  of  less  than  seven  p>er  cent 
in  total  United  States  boxoffice  receipts  in 
rentals  would  prove  compensatory.’’ 

'The  survey  further  observes,  in  a round- 
up of  the  entire  industry,  that  moderate 
earnings  should  be  registered.  Approach- 
ing various  industry  angles,  this  is  con- 
cluded: 

Theatre  attendance  has  improved. 

Production  costs  are  rigid. 

Prospective  1940-41  production  costs  will 
be  higher. 

Amortization  policy  is  conservative. 

Admission  prices  are  steady. 

Theatre  operating  results  are  mercurial. 

Theatre  construction  tends  upward. 

Foreign  market  is  unsettled.  Exports,  of 
course,  lower;  imports,  secondary. 

Lotteries  and  games  are  decreasing. 

Double  features  are  “disturbing.” 

Tax  situation  is  unfavorable. 

Payrolls  are  high;  64  per  cent  of  the 
production  payroll  goes  to  labor. 

Industry’s  capital  structure — fair. 

Current  financial  position — satisfactory. 

Earnings  curve — mixed. 


Moskowitz  Not  Yet  Naming 
Successor  to  Underwood 

New  York — No  successor  to  the  late 
Franklyn  Underwood.  63,  eastern  story 
head  for  20th-Fox,  will  be  named  by  Jos- 
eph H.  Moskowitz,  eastern  studio  repre- 
sentative, for  the  present. 

Underwood  died  over  the  weekend  at 
Doctor’s  Hospital  following  an  operation. 
He  had  been  in  the  post  10  years.  He  is 
survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Frances  Slos- 
son  Underwood;  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Flora 
Harris  and  Mrs.  John  Maider,  both  of 
Denver,  and  two  brothers,  George  E.  Un- 
derwood of  Denver  and  Frederick  Under- 
wood of  Los  Angeles. 

Services  were  held  at  the  Little  Church 
Around  the  Corner  on  Tuesday. 


N.  J.  Allied  Meet 

New  York — Allied  of  New  Jersey  plans 
a special  meeting  in  Trenton,  January  21, 
to  elect  officers. 


George  B.  Teneyck  Dead 
Trenton — George  B.  Teneyck,  48,  vet- 
eran exhibitor,  died  here  Christmas  from 
a heart  attack. 


The  Government  Enters 
Ascap-BMI  Music  War 

Washington — In  a surprise  move  Thurs- 
day, Attorney  General  Robert  H.  Jackson 
announced  that  the  justice  department 
would  institute  criminal  proceedings  in 
the  public  interest  against  major  contest- 
ants in  the  fight  for  control  of  music  for 
broadcasting. 

Jackson  said  Thurman  Arnold,  in  charge 
of  the  anti-trust  division,  would  file  the 
government’s  charges  in  Milwaukee  short- 
ly after  the  first  of  the  year  against  the 
American  Society  of  Composers,  Authors 
and  Publishers,  Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  and 
the  National  and  Columbia  Broadcasting 
systems. 

Arnold,  in  explaining  the  government’s 
action,  declared  the  principals  had  failed 
to  reach  a voluntary  agreement  and  that 
the  justice  department  would  not  sit  by 
idly  and  see  a “private  war”  in  which  “the 
public  is  in  the  position  of  a neutral  caught 
between  two  aggressive  belligerents.” 

Arnold  added  the  department  had  re- 
ceived frequent  complaints  against  Ascap 
concerning  practices  “designed  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  eliminating  competition” 
and  that  NBC  and  CBS  had  engaged  in 
“similar  restrictive”  practices. 


AID  Report  Charges 
Warner  "Forcing" 


Philadelphia — Allied’s  second  AID  re- 
port claims  Vitagraph,  Warner  distribut- 
ing outlet,  was  one  of  the  companies  which 
“relentlessly”  forces  shorts.  Survey  cards 
on  which  the  report  was  based  were  dated 
“during  November,”  but  instructions  to  the 
Warner  sales  force  not  to  force  shorts  ap- 
ply to  contracts  signed  after  November  20 
when  the  decree  was  approved.  It  seems 
likely,  therefore,  that  ground  covered  by 
AID  antedates  such  instructions. 


See  page  5 for  Warner  letter  of  in- 
structions to  sales  staff  on  decree  ob- 
servance. 


“Shorts  are  still  being  forced — relent- 
lessly— by  Fox,  RKO,  Metro,  Vitagraph, 
Universal,  Paramount  and  Columbia  in 
the  order  named,”  AID  charges.  The  ap- 
pended chart  sets  forth  the  claim  nearly 
47  per  cent  of  all  short  subject  contracts 
nationally  were  forced  “and  in  one  terri- 
tory, the  figure  reaches  a monumental  75 
per  cent.”  The  assertion  on  forcing,  in 
percentages ; 


(’oinpaiiy — Perc*eiitHfi:es 

Columbia  20.3 

M-G-M  55.7 

Monogram  

Paramount  41.2 

Republic  

RKO  56.7 

20th-Fox  61.9 

UA  

Universal  41.4 

Vitagraph  55.7 

All  Companies  46.7 


A cancellation  chart,  based  on  the  total 
number  of  contracts  sold,  shows  M-G-M 
permitted  the  greatest  such  privileges  and 
UA  the  least.  AID  reports  Columbia,  RKO 
and  Universal  “generally  restricted  the  ex- 
hibitors’ right  to  cancel.”  Here  is  how 
this  one  goes; 
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NO 
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Columbia  ., 

46.3 

18.3 

35.4 

M-G-M  .... 

92.2 

3.3 

4.5 

Monogram 

....  25.0 

36.0 

39.0 

Paramount 

..  83.5 

5.5 

11.0 

Republic  .. 

....  32.8 

13.4 

53.8 

RKO  

49.4 

7.5 

43.1 

20th-Fox  ., 

69.9 

5.3 

24.8 

UA  

1.4 

25.7 

72.9 

Universal  .. 

....  43.8 

6.7 

49.5 

Vitagraph 

....  78.0 

8.0 

14.0 

NT  Home  OHice  Workers 
Get  Extra  Week's  Pay 

New  York — All  National  Theatres  home 
office  employes  were  given  a week’s  salary 
as  a Christmas  bonus,  as  was  the  case 
last  year.  A number  turned  over  their 
checks  to  the  Greek  War  Relief  Fund. 

In  addition  Spyros  Skouras  continued 
his  annual  custom  of  a Christmas  party  at 
the  St.  Moritz  Tuesday  afternoon. 

Arthur  Loew,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  Loew’s  foreign  activities,  gave  all  home 
office  foreign  department  employes  earn- 
ing less  than  $100  an  extra  week’s  stipend 
as  a personal  holiday  gift.  This  is  an  an- 
nual event  with  Loew  and  is  in  addition 
to  the  regular  Christmas  bonuses  handed 
out  by  the  company  to  workers  earning 
$40  and  less. 
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— Pliotos  by  r’ostno-Sileo 

Lots  of  Exhibitors  Were  There — 


Turning  hack  a photographic  page  on  the  luncheon  recently  tendered  E.  K. 
O’Shea  and  John  Bowen,  Metro-ites  moved  up  the  line.  The  function,  it 
may  he  recalled,  was  held  at  the  Astor  and  was  attended  hy  representa- 
tives of  virtually  all  distrihuthig  companies  as  loell  as  a highly  representative 
cross-section  of  Greater  New  York  theatremen.  For  instance,  above  is  a 
group  of  Randforce  circuit  executives  ineluding  Herman  Gold,  Irving  Gold- 
stein, Jack  Birnbaum,  George  Langhart,  George  Davis,  Manny  Frisch  and 
his  father,  Louis.  Included,  too,  are  William  Sehutzer  of  20th  Century-Fox 
and  Bill  Ornstein,  Boxoffice.  Below,  almost  entirely  a New  Jersey  assem- 
blage of  exhibitors  including  Fred  Faulkner,  Henry  Brown,  Wilbur  Snaper, 
Murray  Miller,  Max  Rothman,  Al  Gebhardt — he’s  with  Paramount,  how- 
ever— George  and  Louis  Gold  and  Irving  Bollinger. 


J^RTHUR  KELLY,  Jim  Mulvey  and  Jack 
Schlaifer  went  to  town  with  the  Russian 
“sher”  Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  local  UA 
exchange  Christmas  party.  Believe  it  or 
not,  they  were  good  and  with  only  a five- 
piece  band  giving  out  . . . Much  has  been 
said  about  Si  Seadler’s  rhumba  and  to  the 
skeptics  he  put  on  a swell  exhibition  at 
the  Loew-M-G-M  Xmas  party  at  the  Astor 
grand  ball  room  Tuesday  afternoon.  Ditto 
for  Al  Simon  of  WHN  and  a couple  of 
others,  but  Si  topped  them  all  . . . The 
Skouras  affair  at  the  St.  Moritz  started 
during  lunch  hour  and  continued  all  after- 
noon with  good  cheer  and  merriment  pre- 
dominant . . . Milton  Weiss  is  back  from 
the  M-G-M  studios  where  he  spent  his  va- 
cation . . . Charles  Barron,  M-G-M  pub- 
licity representative  in  Pittsburgh,  spent 
the  holidays  in  town  . . . Henry  Reiner’s 
three  children  were  down  with  colds  for 
the  holidays  . . . Jules  Chapman  expects 
to  make  a new  connection  soon,  now  that 
he  has  resigned  from  the  local  Monogram 
exchange  . . . Leo  Abrams  indicates  he  may 
have  some  good  news  shortly  after  the 
first  of  the  year  . . . Joseph  Quittner,  for- 
mer Middletown  exhibitor,  is  now  in 
charge  of  public  relations  at  Fort  Jay. 
Says  he’s  been  on  the  job  at  Governor’s 
Island  for  the  past  three  months. 

George  Scharf  of  the  Loew-M-G-M  legal 
department  has  passed  his  bar  exams 
which  made  Christmas  doubly  exciting  for 
him  . . . Another  Loew  item  concerns 
Leonard  Mayer,  junior  publicist  under 
Oscar  Dooh,  and  now  promoted  to  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Rio  . . . Larry  Kent 
is  expected  to  head  for  the  coast  about 
the  middle  of  next  month.  Incidentally, 
Jack  Sullivan,  FWC  buyer  on  the  coast,  is 
seriously  ill  at  his  home  . . . Herman  Web- 
ber is  spending  the  holidays  at  his  coast 
ra?ich.  He’ll  be  back  shortly  after  the  first 
of  the  year  . . . Larry  Brown,  UA  upstate 
salesman,  is  mourning  the  loss  of  his 
father  . , . Harry  L.  Gold  is  having  trouble 
with  his  teeth  again  . . . Charles  P. 
Skouras  got  in  from  the  coast  Tuesday,  in 
time  to  attend  the  ayinual  Skouras  Christ- 
mas party  at  the  St.  Moritz  . . . S.  R.  Kent 
has  returned  from  the  eoast  after  attend- 
ing the  funeral  of  his  brother  Ernest, 
killed  in  an  auto  accident. 


Ben  Goetz  and  Tay  Garnett  came  on 
from  the  coast  to  spend  one  day  for 
M-G-M  home  office  conferences.  They 
came  by  train  and  returned  by  plane  . . . 
Abe  Zimmer,  night  shipper  at  the  local 
Warner  exchange,  died  of  a heart  attack 
December  20  and  is  mourned  by  his  friends 


. . . Charles  Stern,  UA  district  manager, 
returns  January  5 from  a vacation  in 
Miami  . . . J.  J.  Milstein  has  made  up  with 
Leo  Lindy  after  a Winchell-Bernie  feud  of 
several  weeks.  To  compromise  Lindy 
bought  $100  worth  of  tickets  for  a bene- 
fit show  for  a hospital  in  Denver  . . . Jack 
Goetz  recently  celebrated  his  25th  wedding 
anniversary.  His  two  sons,  who  came  home 
for  the  holidays  from  school  upstate,  were 
just  in  time  to  enjoy  the  family  festivities 
. . . Sam  Galanty,  Columbia  district  man- 
ager, and  Harry  Weiner,  Philadelphia 
branch  manager,  were  in  town. 

One  of  the  merriest  offices  around  town 
the  day  before  Christmas  was  the  Copy- 
right Protection  Bureau.  There,  two  of  the 
staff  who  had  been  with  the  bureau  since 
they  were  kids — hi  fact,  it’s  the  only  job 
these  chaps  have  ever  held — divulged  their 
wedding  plans.  Peter  La  Barbara  is  to 
marry  Emma  Prisco  and  Louis  Hilton, 
Edith  Lemlick.  Immediately  after  the  holi- 
days both  of  them  hit  the  road.  They  have 
work  to  do  ..  . The  Yuletide  party  situa- 
tion in  and  around  the  various  offices  was 
somewhat  on  the  terrific  side.  Everybody 
held  them  and,  in  fact,  some  of  the  offices 
closed  down  early.  Like  Loew’s  at  noon,  for 
instance.  Those  who  tried  to  do  a normal 
morning’s  work  failed  to  get  very  far  if, 
indeed,  the  effort  was  seriously  applied. 
There’s  some  doubt  on  that  seore. 


All  the  Hersholts  Are  Here — 


— Metropolitan  Photos  

Entry  Seems  Certain 


Mrs.  Jean,  then  the  actor,  sometimes  known  as  “Dr.  Christian,’’  their 
daughter-in-law  and  their  son  reach  New  York  for  the  holidays.  Hersholt 
will  do  his  broadcasts  from  here  and  also  hold  his  fifth  annual  reunion 
with  Lauritz  Melchior,  the  operatic  tenor. 


Albany — ’That  the  Kallett  circuit  will  go 
into  Port  Henry  under  a deal  with  Allen 
Sirrine,  probably  effective  January  1, 
seems  certain  from  booking  arrangements 
reported  by  local  exchangemen. 
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•pRUE  to  tradition,  the  Row  was  buoyant 

with  the  spirit  of  Yuletide.  Joe  Fields 
of  the  Rivoli  and  Embassy,  Baltimore, 
emulated  Saint  Nick  by  toting  a knapsack 
of  gifts  from  the  Monumental  City  for  all 
the  bookers  and  accessory  managers  , , . 
Circuit  representatives  and  exhibitors 
joined  with  Uncle  Sam  in  delivering  many 
tokens  of  cheer  to  exchange  personnel  and 
the  various  office  parties  served  to  salute 
the  holiday  season. 

For  the  second  successive  year,  Andy 
Kelley,  former  Times-Herald  critic,  has 
been  appointed  chairman  of  the  entertain- 
ment committee  for  the  President's  Birth- 
day Ball  . , , The  sudden  death  of  “Doc” 
Herbst  of  the  Circle  on  December  18  was 
indeed  a shock  to  his  countless  frieiids  in 
the  industry.  He  was  the  motion  picture 
pioneer  of  the  local  scene,  having  created 
the  Circle  Amusement  Corp.  in  1907,  a7id 
served  as  president  since  its  inception  . . . 
Jim  Roberts  of  Keeri  Mt.,  Va.,  is  building 
a new  house  in  Oceana,  W.  Va.  . . . Her- 
bert Young,  son  of  20th-Fox’s  Sara  Yomig, 
journeyed  from  Cortland.  N.  Y .,  to  spe^id 
the  holidays  with  his  parents  . . . The  New 
Norton,  Norton,  Va..  of  the  Lincoln  Thea- 
tre Corp.  and  under  the  supervision  of 
Spud  Query,  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the 
18Ui, 

The  Highland,  the  latest  adjunct  of  the 
Fairlawn  Amusement  Co,,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Lloyd  Wineland,  was  officially 
opened  on  December  19,  It  was  designed 
by  John  Eberson  and  built  by  the  Moh- 
ler  Construction  Co,,  and  is  located  in 
southeast  Washington  . . . Announcement 
is  made  of  the  marriage  of  Charlotte  Kahn, 
daughter  of  RKO’s  Harry  Kahn,  to  Samuel 
Markin  on  Sunday,  December  29,  in  the 
Stafford  Hotel,  Baltimore  . . , Brock  Whit- 
lock, former  assistant  manager  of  Loew’s 
Capitol,  has  been  appointed  manager  of 
Loew’s  Columbia,  replacing  Frank  Taylor, 
resigned.  Charles  M.  Yerby  jr.  comes  up 
from  Richmond  to  assume  the  assistant’s 
duties  at  the  Capitol. 

Visiting  the  Row:  Daiiny  Weinberg.  Bed- 
ford: P.  G.  Seiwell,  Towson;  Sam  Soltz, 
Baltimore:  Cecil  Ward.  Bassett;  Sam  Mel- 
litts,  DentoJi  . . . Kemieth  Duke  advises 
that  he  will  build  an  additional  house  in 
Leonardtown.  Md.  . . . Jack  Share,  former- 
ly of  the  Row  and  present  Columbia  sales- 
man in  Cleveland,  teas  a visitor. 

The  Garden  in  Cumberland  has  installed 
new  RCA  equipment  . . . Leonard  Meakin, 
son  of  "Variety’s  chief  barker,  Hardie  Mea- 
kin, is  a staff  announcer  at  WINX,  Wash- 
ington’s latest  outlet  . . . Max  Cohen,  Uni- 
versal branch  manager,  journeyed  to  New 
York  to  join  with  his  former  co-workers 
at  Big  "U”  in  celebrating  their  annual 
Xmas  party  . . . Lavelle  Forrester,  his  sec- 
retary, embarked  on  her  vacation  itinerary 
with  a White  Way  visit  . . . Myra  McCon- 
nell also  chose  Broadway  for  a bit  of  vaca- 
tion show-going  . . . Grace  Fisher  has 
placed  an  order  for  a new  marquee  on  the 
Maryland  in  Cumberland  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Spates  of  Frostburg  motored  to  Balti- 
more for  a respite. 

Metrograms:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phil  Bobys 
played  Santa  to  the  eiitire  persoiuiel  and 
draped  the  exchange  tree  with  a gift  for 
everyone  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlton  Duf- 
fus  journeyed  to  their  home  in  St.  Paul  for 
the  holiday  . . . Mrs.  Harriet  Kenworthy , 
formerly  of  the  staff  and  now  of  Boston, 
remembered  her  former  co-workers  with 
a huge  box  of  candy  . . . Buddy  Hall,  sec- 
retary to  Rudy  Berger,  has  added  “Auntie” 
to  her  varied  titles  upon  the  arrival  of  a 
nephew  at  her  household  . . . “Charlie’s 
Auntie” — No?  . . . December  23  marked  the 


second  birthday  for  “Miss  M-G-M”  . . . 
Mrs.  “Tommie”  Kaler’s  holiday  was  made 
complete  upon  the  arrival  of  her  daughter 
from  college  . . . Frieda  Cohen  held  an  in- 
formal holiday  get-together  at  her  home 
for  the  office  group. 

The  exodus  of  the  film  salesmen  for  the 
Xmas-New  Year  vacation  found  RKO’s 
Olmsted  Knox  en  route  to  his  home  in  At- 
lanta: Universal’s  Walt  Davis,  New  York 
and  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  bound;  Joe  Young 
to  the  Everglades;  Sam  Tabor  to  Sparrows 
Point,  and  Barney  Frank  to  New  York; 
Columbia’s  Joe  Walsh  and  Chick  Wing- 
field to  the  sand  dunes;  20th-Fox’s  Sammy 
Diamond  to  Philly;  Jerry  Murphy  to  the 
Big  City;  Glenn  Norris  to  North  Carolina, 
and  Freddie  Klein  to  Church  Hill;  UA’s 
Mark  Silver  to  acquire  his  mid-winter  coat 
of  tan,  and  Dick  Harrity  heading  for  the 
White  Way. 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


FLIGHT  FROM  DESTINY  (WB)— Discriminat- 
ing patrons  will  find  the  film  engrossing 
and  will  undoubtedly  be  loud  in  their 
praises  of  its  approach  to  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent celluloid  theme — is  there  such  a 
thing  as  a ’’socially  useful"  murder? — but 
it  is  doubtful  if  it  will  hold  sufficient  in- 
terest for  the  majority  to  elevate  it  to  the 
financial  hit  class.  Geraldine  Fitzgerald. 
Thomas  Mitchell,  Jeffrey  Lynn.  Vincent 
Sherman  directed. 

KEEPING  COMPANY  (M-G-M)— This  is  the 
initialer  in  a new  family  series  which  Leo 
is  projecting  as  a runner-up  to  the  popular 
Hardy  clan  pictures.  If  the  first  one  is  a 
criterion,  the  family  will  have  to  do  a lot 
of  running  before  it  can  see  even  the  dust 
of  Andy  and  his  tribe.  Among  the  more 
naive  patrons  the  offering  will  slide  by  as 
supporting  fare.  Samuel  Marx  produced; 
S.  Sylvan  Simon  directed. 

ir- 

: Incorporations  : 

^ -^j 

Albany — Foremost  Films,  Inc.  has  been 
formed  to  conduct  a business  in  motion 
pictures,  apparatus,  etc.,  in  New  York.  In- 
corporators are:  Leonard  D.  Weiss,  55  W. 
42nd  St.;  David  Weiss,  214  W.  78th  St.; 
Reda  Kovacs,  68  Irving  Place. 


W.  G.  M.  Theatres  Corp.  has  been 
formed  to  conduct  a motion  picture  and 
theatrical  business  in  the  Bronx.  Incorpo- 
rators are:  Alexander  Weiss,  84-14  Smed- 
ley  St.;  Adolph  D.  Weiss,  150-32  84th  Ave., 
Jamaica:  Adolph  Mendel,  23-30  Newtown 
Ave.,  Astoria.  Attorney:  Henry  Zacks, 
33-04  Grand  Ave.,  Astoria. 


Jerome  Theatre  Corp.  has  been  formed 
to  conduct  a motion  picture  business  in 
New  York.  Incorporators  are;  Attorney 
John  J.  Slattery,  Josephine  Degnan,  Syl- 
via Goodman,  1501  Broadway. 


Uphold  License  Denial 

Albany — The  board  of  regents  upheld 
the  censor  board  in  denying  a license  for 
"Have  You  Nothing  to  Declare?”  French- 
made  picture  with  English  subtitles,  con- 
trolled by  Foreign  Films,  Inc. 


pRE-CHRISTMAS  parties  were  held  all 
over  town  by  many  of  the  exchanges 
. . . The  Republic  boys  and  girls  celebrated 
at  the  Stork  Club,  where  Branch  Head 
Maxwell  Gillis  demonstrated  his  poetry-re- 
citing  ability  by  reading  off  the  “knockers” 
for  each  of  the  employes.  Only  solemn 
note  was  a telephone  call  for  Salesman 
William  C.  Karrer,  who  had  to  hurry  home 
to  look  after  his  wife,  injured  in  a fall  . . . 
Warner  Theatres  office  employes  danced 
round  the  Christmas  tree  in  the  Warner 
Club.  Reason  for  their  dancing:  One  week’s 
pay  for  everybody  . . . Dave  Milgram,  head 
of  Affiliated  circuit,  was  Santa  Claus  to 
400  employes  and  their  families  at  a din- 
ner in  the  Majestic  Hotel. 

Warner  department  heads  aiid  district 
nianager  left  a handsome  radio-phono- 
graph on  Circuit  Head  Ted  Schlanger’s 
desk  . . . The  Warner  advertising  depart- 
ment gave  Everett  Callow  a device  that 
offers  a lighted  cigarette  as  soon  as  you 
lift  the  cover.  Science  sure  is  wonderful 
. . . Joe  Murphy,  Lansdowne,  had  a couple 
of  KYW  performers  down  for  his  holiday 
program  . . . Max  Kuperstein,  Tioga,  sent 
a Santa  Claus  around  the  neighborhood  to 
extend  to  some  10,000  neighbors  his  per- 
sonal greetings. 

Warner’s  Wishart  and  Alhambra  have 
reopened  after  extensive  alterations.  How- 
ard Armstrong  is  commodore  of  the  first, 
Dominic  Lucente  of  the  second  . . . Christ- 
mas Day  meant  a wedding  anniversary  for 
Ben  Harris,  American  Film  Exchange,  and 
Norman  Beckett,  cigar  and  cigarette  ty- 
coon. Also  birthdays  for  Mildred  Good- 
man, of  the  operator’s  union;  A1  J.  Davis 
of  20th-Fox,  and  Mrs.  Iz  Borowsky,  wife 
of  the  handsome  proprietor  of  the  Rex  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Ftesnick,  Greenway, 
celebrated  their  hitching  anniversary  on 
the  27th. 

William  Goldman  is  reported  to  have 
sent  letters  to  most  of  the  exchanges  in- 
forming them  he  intends  to  claim  first- 
run  rights  for  the  Erlanger,  downtown 
house  which  he  recently  leased.  The  let- 
ters, supposed  to  have  been  sent  out  over 
the  signature  of  his  counsel,  C.  Brewster 
Rhodes,  are  said  to  warn  that  if  the  War- 
ner circuit  asks  for  clearance  priority  for 
its  Center  over  the  Erlanger,  he  will  sue. 
The  Erlanger  is  the  only  big  downtown 
house  not  operated  by  Warner. 

Among  the  pre-holiday  visitors  were 
John  Schreck,  Roxy,  Ashland;  Jimmy 
Humphries,  Palm,  Palmerton;  Stanley 
Peters,  Ritz,  St.  Clair  and  Vic  Austin, 
Grand,  East  Stroudsburg  . . . Oscar  Neu- 
feld  was  a busy  Santa  Claus,  presiding 
over  distribution  of  Christmas  baskets 
Tuesday  . . . Harry  Clemens,  Imperial- 
60th,  is  rubbing  his  wrists  after  writing 
personal  messages  to  all  the  kids  attend- 
ing the  Sunday  School  which  meets  in  his 
house. 

Marty  Goldenberg,  State,  played  host  to 
the  Champion  West  Catholic  High  Foot- 
ball team  at  a luncheon  at  Wilson’s  Cafe 
. . . Charlie  Moyer,  State,  Hanover,  col- 
lected old  toys,  which  were  reconditioned 
by  a boys  club  and  distributed  among  the 
poor.  He  also  arranged  a party  for  two 
orphanages  . . . Dave  Seaman  turned  the 
Forum  lobby  into  an  art  gallery,  with  a 
display  of  drawings  by  kids  of  the  Smed- 
ley  Public  School. 


Open  Third  in  Hudson 

Albany — The  Warren,  third  Hudson 
theatre  operated  by  Walter  Reade  with 
Henry  Frieder  and  Henry  Grossman, 
opened  on  Christmas  after  being  dark  for 
a year  and  a half. 
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Special  Listing  for 
16  Performances 


New  York — Sixteen  performances  last 
year  get  a special  listing  on  the  part  of 
the  committee  on  exceptional  photoplays 
of  the  National  Board  of  Review,  because 
they  were  “worthy  of  special  praise  apart 
from  the  general  excellence  of  acting  in 
all  of  the  films  chosen  as  the  best.”  Here 
is  the  list: 

Jane  Bryan  in  “We  Are  Not  Alone.” 

Betty  Field  in  “Of  Mice  and  Men.” 

Henry  Fonda  in  “Grapes  of  Wrath”  and 
“Return  of  Frank  James.” 

Joan  Fontaine  in  “Rebecca.” 

Greer  Garson  in  “Pride  and  Prejudice.” 

William  Holden  in  “Our  Town.” 

Vivien  Leigh  in  “Gone  With  the  Wind” 
and  “Waterloo  Bridge.” 

Thomas  Mitchell  in  “The  Long  Voyage 
Home.” 

Raimu  in  “The  Baker’s  Wife.” 

Ralph  Richardson  in  “The  Fugitive.” 

Flora  Robson  in  “We  Are  Not  Alone.” 

Ginger  Rogers  in  “The  Primrose  Path.” 

George  Sanders  in  “Rebecca.” 

Martha  Scott  in  “Our  Town.” 

James  Stewart  in  “The  Shop  Around  the 
Corner.” 

Conrad  Veidt  in  “Escape.” 

Move  Ellis  Suit  Against 
Fox  to  District  Court 

Philadelphia — The  suit  of  Martin  Ellis, 
Towers,  against  20th  Century-Fox,  seek- 
ing $67,000  in  damages  for  alleged  breach 
of  contract,  has  been  transferred  by  con- 
sent of  both  parties  from  the  common 
pleas  to  the  U.  S.  district  court. 


Adapts  “Young  Annapolis" 

Hollywood — Gordon  Rigby  will  adapt 
“Young  Annapolis”  for  Producer  Wallace 
MacDonald  at  Columbia. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Dual  Purpose  Visit — 

Herbert  Wilcox,  producer  of  “No,  No, 
Nanette,”  and  Anna  Neagle,  its  star, 
as  they  arrived  in  New  York  from 
Hollywood  for  the  opening  of  the  pic- 
ture at  the  Music  Hall.  Miss  Neagle 
had  an  air  show  with  Kate  Smith  com- 
ing up. 


Metro  May  Drop  Few  "B” 
Films  to  Clear  the  Decks 


New  York — Wm.  F.  Rodgers,  Metro  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  headed  west  for  a 
month’s  business  and  pleasure  trip,  indi- 
cated on  departure  that  the  company  may 
drop  a few  “B”  pictures  to  get  clear  decks 
for  the  next  season  lineup.  He  said  that 
only  three  of  the  16  scheduled  have  thus 
far  been  delivered. 

“Philadelphia  Story”  is  heading  for  a 
possible  $131,000,  which  would  match  the 
Music  Hall’s  high  figure.  Expected  to  run 
four  weeks,  the  film  may  go  to  five. 


Pollock  on  Coast  for 
Parley  With  Joseph 

Hollywood  — Lou  Pollock,  advertising 
manager,  is  here  from  New  York  conferr- 
ing with  John  Joseph,  director  of  adver- 
tising and  publicity  for  Universal. 


Speers  to  Universal 
As  Aide  to  Joseph 

Hollywood — Bob  Speers  has  resigned 
from  the  Paramount  publicity  department 
to  become  assistant  to  John  Joseph  at 
Universal.  Five  other  Paramount  pub- 
licists are  out  in  the  departmental  shake- 
up.  Hy  Daab  has  joined  the  Paramount 
staff. 


20th-Fox  Company  Adds 
Pair  in  South  Airica 

New  York — Since  he  has  been  repre- 
senting 20th  Century-Fox  in  South  Africa 
for  the  last  two  years,  a theatre  company 
in  which  the  distributor  is  interested  has 
added  two  houses  to  its  circuit,  Otto  Bolle 
stated  during  a visit  here.  One  house  is  in 
Salisbury  and  the  other  in  Cape  Town. 

Bolle  is  in  Detroit  spending  the  holiday 
with  friends.  This  is  his  first  trip  to  the 
States  since  he  assumed  the  South  African 
post  to  which  he  returns  after  the  first  of 
the  year. 


SAG  to  Bat  Again  for 
B Members  in  January 

Hollywood — The  Screen  Actors  Guild 
will  resume  negotiations  with  producers 
early  in  January  whereby  it  hopes  to  gain 
more  favorable  working  conditions  for  its 
B members.  The  SAG  is  requesting  that 
the  minimum  daily  wage  for  bit  players  be 
raised  from  $25  to  $40  or  $50. 


May  Accept  New  British 
Remittance  Proposal 

New  York — American  distributors  are 
said  to  be  ready  to  accept  the  new  Brit- 
ish remittance  proposal  totaling  $11,900,- 
000  for  the  year  starting  Nov.  1,  1940  and 
ending  Oct.  31,  1941. 

Allocations  by  companies  have  not  yet 
been  determined,  although  it  is  under- 
stood that  Universal  this  time  is  included. 


Columbia  Signs  Gene  Markey 

Hollywood — Columbia  has  signed  Gene 
Markey  to  make  three  pictures  annually. 
Markey’s  first  production  will  be  a picturi- 
zation  of  his  magazine  story,  “The  Great 
Lady.” 


Recognition  for  Leo — 

It’s  a case  of  smiles  all  around  as 
Howard  Dietz  bright)  and  Walter 
Pidgeon,  on  behalf  of  M-G-M,  accept 
from  Gill  Robb  Wilson  (left)  a plaque 
presented  by  the  National  Aeronautic 
Ass’n  in  recognition  of  the  company’s 
“contribution  to  aviation  and  Pan- 
American  accord”  through  its  “hemi- 
spheric” premiere  of  “Flight  Com- 
mand.” The  occasion  was  a banquet 
in  Washington. 


Cut  Drinking  Shots 
In  Newer  Pictures 


Hollywood — The  recent  Hollywood  visit 
of  Will  Hays,  MPPDA  president,  to  confer 
with  Joseph  I.  Breen,  production  code  ad- 
ministrator, and  other  Hays  office  execu- 
tives, has  begun  to  bear  fruit. 

Local  Hays  executives  have  disclosed  or- 
ders have  gone  out  to  all  major  studio  pub- 
licity directors  to  eliminate  any  and  all 
publicity  stills  in  which  players  are  de- 
picted at  bars,  actually  drinking  liquor  or 
in  scenes  which  in  any  way  suggest  alco- 
holic conviviality.  This  edict  follows  close- 
ly an  order  to  producers  to  reduce  drinking 
scenes  on  the  screen  to  a minimum. 

World's  Hotel  Men  in  a 
Protest  to  Hollywood 

New  York — Continued  use  of  mislead- 
ing newspaper  and  poster  advertising  forms 
the  basis  of  a protest  by  the  International 
Geneva  Ass’n  composed  of  hotel  owners 
throughout  the  world,  to  major  Hollywood 
studios  and  distributors. 

The  grievance  which  occasioned  the 
protest  is  the  alleged  advance  advertising 
for  “Hotel  du  Nord,”  French  film  dis- 
tributed by  Juno  Films  in  New  York.  The 
specific  complaint  is  against  posters  pur- 
porting to  read:  “When  in  New  York,  Don’t 
Fail  to  Visit  ‘Hotel  du  Nord’.”  The  IGA 
takes  the  position  the  advertising  neglects 
to  point  out  there  is  no  such  hotel. 


Temporarily  Uses  Town  Hall 

Albany — ^Vivian  Sweet,  whose  Star  in 
Salem  was  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  is 
now  operating  in  a town  hall,  according  to 
exchangemen.  Salem  officials  made  the 
hall  available. 
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^ANY  Christmas  parties  on  and  off  the 
Row.  At  a Saturday  afternoon  affair 
in  the  Columbia  exchange,  Manager  Joe 
Miller  entertained:  Salesmen  Jack  Armm, 
Eddie  Hochstim  and  Morris  Colm;  Booker 
Stanley  Goldberg;  Camille  Alii,  Inez  Law- 
rence, Georgette  Bingham,  Mrs.  Alma  Ren- 
dert,  Mary  Mlinarik,  Peggy  Williams,  Chick 
Mlinarik,  George  Jouse  and  George  Hau- 
pert  (traveling  auditor  from  home  office). 
Gifts  of  employes  to  Miller  were  a desk 
set  and  a pocket  fountain  pen  . . . RKO’s 
celebration  was  attended  by  Manager  Ber- 
nard G.  Kranze,  Booker  A.  R.  Van  Deusen, 
Salesmen  George  Tucker  and  Leon  Her- 
man, Mrs.  Mildred  Windelspecht,  Mar- 
garet Buckley,  Catherine  Buckley,  Helen 
Doolittle,  Lucille  Fisher,  Wilhelmina  Wen- 
zel, John  Babbitt,  John  Ross  and  Lina 
Pangburn.  Present  for  Manager  Kranze 
was  a portable  table  and  chairs. 

Metro  Club’s  festivities  at  Circle  Inn  were 
enjoyed  by  Manager  Ralph  Pielow,  Office 
Manager  Sidney  Stockton,  Head  Booker 
Bill  Gaddoni,  Bookers  Ralph  Ripps  and 
Bob  Morrell,  Salesmen  Bill  Williams,  Ar- 
thur Horn  and  Gene  Vogel,  Clair  Avery, 
Mrs.  Ruth  Wilski,  Jack  Walsh,  Marjorie 
Kennedy,  Jane  Breen,  Patricia  Stewart, 
Florence  Dzikas,  Mrs.  Edith  Harris  Levine, 
Christine  Korin,  Mrs.  James  Cummings, 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Shea,  Josephine  Lasky,  Al- 
berta Evenson,  Frank  Carroll,  Lillian  Car- 
roll,  Al  Davies,  Ruth  Ford,  Jacob  Krohn, 
Mabel  Van  Amburgh,  Theresa  Mlinarik, 
John  Norton.  Employes  gift  to  Manager 
Pielow  was  a robe.  Incidentally  testimonial 
dinner  to  Pielow,  who  will  assume  post  as 
head  of  New  York  City  branch  first  of  the 
year,  will  be  held  here  January  13. 

Clayton  Eastman,  Paramount  manager, 
and  Mrs.  Eastman,  with  their  sons,  Bobby 
and  Dick,  and  a new  member  of  family, 
a bull  dog,  spent  Christmas  in  North  Con- 
way, N.  H.  . . . Charles  Leach,  Ross  Fed- 
eral Service  manager,  and  Mrs.  Leach  va- 
cationed on  Long  Island.  John  Sharpe  of 
same  office  was  away,  too.  Margie  Elliott, 
cheerful  secretary,  acted  as  official  greeter 
during  boss’  absence.  Her  predecessor, 
Mrs.  Fred  Spath,  the  former  Emma  Decker, 
recently  called  on  a trip  fi’om  Hudson  . . . 
It’s  a girl  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dick  Struwe.  He’s  a Vitagraph  salesman. 


Showmen  s Club  Re-elects 
Blolson  Unanimously 

Philadelphia — Al  B.  Blofson.  head  of 
National-Penn  Printing  Co.,  was  unani- 
mously re-elected  “Star,”  or  president,  of 
the  Showmen’s  Club.  Charles  Goldfine 
was  elected  “Stand-in;”  Myer  Adelman, 
"Yes-man;”  Isadore  Gewertz,  “Script- 
man;”  Wilson  Turner,  “Financial  Script- 
man;”  Samuel  Rosen,  “Banker,”  and  David 
W.  Yaffe,  “Counsellor.”  Elected  to  the 
board  of  producers  were  George  Sobel, 
David  Starkman,  Charles  Stiefel  and  Mau- 
rice H.  Verbin. 
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George  Goldberg,  another  Vitagraph  sales- 
man, is  vacationing  in  New  York  City. 

Exchange  and  theatremen  joined  with 
local  merchants  in  tendering  a farewell 
dinner  to  Ajidy  Roy,  who  left  next  day  to 
assume  his  new  post  as  manager  of  War- 
ner’s Stanley,  Utica.  About  100  attended 
affair.  One  gift  to  Roy  was  a gold  watch. 
Speakers  included:  M.  A.  Silver,  upstate 
zone  manager  of  Warner  circuit;  Roy  and 
J.  E.  Curley,  his  successor  at  Strand;  C. 
R.  “Tip”  Roseberry,  critic,  Knickerbocker 
News;  Edgar  S.  Van  Olinda,  critic.  Times 
Union;  Paul  Welch,  advertising  manager 
of  Whitney  Co.  department  store,  and 
others.  Among  film  bunch  on  hand  were: 
Branch  Manager  Paul  Krumenacker  and 
Office  Manager-Booker  Ray  Powers,  Vita- 
graph; Manager  Bernard  Kranze  and 
Booker  Abe  Van  Deusen,  RKO;  Jhn  Bai- 
ley, Republic  booker;  Joe  Miller,  Colum- 
bia manager;  Manager  Moe  Grassgreen 
and  Assistant  Booker  Elmer  Sichel,  20th 
Century-Fox;  Al  Marchetti,  Universal  head 
oooker;  Manager  Ralph  Pielow  and  Sales- 
man Bill  Williams,  Metro;  Manager  Naie 
SoaiKman  and  Booker  Bill  Murray,  Mono- 
gram; District  Manager  C.  A.  Smakwitz, 
James  P.  Faughnan,  contact  manager; 
Woodie  Campbell  and  Leo  Drexel,  contact 
department;  Max  Friedman,  head  booker; 
Joe  Weinstein,  short  subject  booker;  Pro- 
jectionist Henry  Baylis,  Warner  Theatres 
zone  office;  Lou  Golding,  division  manager; 
Joe  Shure,  booker;  Sol  Ullman,  Schenec- 
tady city  manager,  and  Larry  Cowan, 
Grand  manager,  Fabian  circuit. 

Arthur  Newman,  Republic  manager,  who 
has  been  battling  a cold,  and  Mrs.  Newman 
went  to  Atlantic  City  for  Christmas  . . . 
Many  morning  free  Christmas  party  shows 
in  circuit  and  independent  theatres. 
Strand,  Albany,  and  Knickerbocker  News 
played  host  to  1,750  children;  Manager 
Irving  Liner  and  Assistant  Manager  Bob 
Fox  to  2,000  in  Proctor’s,  Troy.  Sam  Mil- 
berg  and  his  manager,  Jimmy  LaBelle, 
screened  pictures  and  distributed  refresh- 
ments to  kids  at  Family,  Watervliet  . . . 
Fabian’s  three  Albany  theatres  bucked 
pre-Christmas  slump  with  strongly  adver- 
tised “Gift  Night,”  patrons  having  a chance 
to  win  an  automobile,  refrigerator,  gas 
range,  electric  washer  and  recording  radio. 


A New  Independent 
Poster  Exchange 

Philadelphia — An  independent  poster 
exchange  has  been  opened  at  1323  Vine 
Street  by  Mitchell  Pantzer  and  Charles 
Lawlor,  with  the  announcement  they  “are 
ready  to  serve  the  exhibitor  with  all  stand- 
ard accessories  for  all  companies.” 

The  new  concern  is  the  only  indepen- 
dent poster  house  in  the  city.  Pantzer  says 
about  a dozen  independents  have  opened 
up  in  various  parts  of  the  country  in  re- 
cent months  and  that  they  are  forming 
an  association. 

Pantzer  formerly  was  salesman-booker 
for  Monogram  in  Albany.  Lawlor  pre- 
viously operated  the  Albany  Poster  Ex- 
change, then  became  associated  for  a time 
with  National  Screen  when  that  company 
took  over  the  organization. 


"U"  Signs  Rudy  Vallee 

Hollywood — Universal  has  signed  Rudy 
Vallee  to  star  in  an  untitled  musical.  Jos- 
eph G.  Sanford  will  produce. 


Loew  to  Play  "Dictator" 

At  Regular  Admissions 

New  York — The  entire  Loew  circuit  will 
play  “The  Great  Dictator”  shortly  after 
the  first  of  the  year  without  advanced  ad- 
missions. A deal  is  slated  to  be  signed 
Monday  for  the  Chaplin  picture  which  is 
to  be  shown  single  feature  an  entire  week 
in  each  house.  Dates  are  to  be  set  next 
week.  The  film  continues  at  the  Astor  on 
a two-a-day  policy  at  advanced  admissions 
and  will  wind  up  its  run  within  the  next 
few  weeks. 


: ROCHESTER  : 

■pHERE  was  excitement  aplenty  in  nearby 
Geneva  when  a man  held  up  Miss  Ne- 
vine  Shultz,  ticket  seller  at  Schine’s  Gen- 
eva, at  gun  point  and  grabbed  $160.50. 
When  he  fled.  Miss  Shultz  called  Manager 
Harry  Fowler  and  Assistant  Colin  Flanni- 
gan,  who  notified  police.  Fourteen  min- 
utes later,  police  nabbed  the  man  . . . 
American  films  are  one  of  the  strongest 
factors  in  cementing  North  and  South 
American  relations,  according  to  Elsie 
Houston,  Brazilian  soprano,  who  appeared 
at  Eastman  here. 

Gladys  George  will  appear  in  “Lady  in 
Waiting”  at  the  Auditorium,  January  2, 
with  Elliott  Nugent  to  follow  on  January 
13  in  “The  Male  Animal”  . . . Alec  Tem- 
pleton will  come  for  a concert  at  the  East- 
man, January  5 . . . Phil  Engel,  Warner 
exploiteer,  was  a recent  visitor,  as  was 
Myer  Schine  . . . Miss  Venus  Dipson, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nikitas  D.  Dip- 
son  of  nearby  Batavia  has  gone  to  New 
York  to  serve  as  receptionist  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Greek  War  Relief  Fund 
Committee.  While  in  New  York,  she’s  guest 
of  Spyros  Skouras,  friend  of  the  family. 

John  Culligan,  Dixie  Theatre  employe, 
was  among  the  first  group  to  be  inducted 
in  the  New  York  home  guard  here  . . . 
Honoring  their  25  years  of  service,  163 
Eastman  Kodak  workers  have  been  given 
bronze  service  medals.  President  Frank  W. 
Lovejoy  made  the  presentations  . . . Pano- 
ram  will  be  introduced  in  this  area  after 
Christmas  by  Leo  R.  Curran,  Dansville, 
who  has  exclusive  agency.  He  said  he’d 
have  six  of  the  machines  for  this  section 
next  month. 

Bausch  & Lomb  has  declared  a dividend 
of  50  cerits  a share  on  the  common  stock, 
payable  December  28.  This  compares  with 
a dividend  of  75  cents  a share  paid  at  this 
time  last  year,  brings  the  year’s  dividends 
to  $1.25  as  against  $1.50  last  year  . . . Can 
of  food  was  the  price  of  admission  to  seven 
Schine  houses  at  a special  matinee  last  Fri- 
day. Motion  Picture  Operators  Union  and 
employes  cooperated.  Programs  were  staged 
at  the  Liberty,  Dixie,  State,  Madison,  Mon- 
roe, Cameo  and  Webster.  Benefit  programs 
were  also  staged  at  William  J.  MacFar- 
lane’s  Playhouse,  in  Canandaigua,  and  at 
the  Geneva  in  Geneva  . . . Annual  Schine 
Christmas  party  was  staged  at  the  Terrace 
Gardens.  More  than  200  employes  attended. 

When  RKO  Palace  and  Century  staged 
its  annual  “tin  can”  Christmas  party  for 
youngsters  last  Saturday,  2,700  children 
attended,  brought  3,000  cans  of  food  and 
$30  in  pennies.  Stage  hands,  projectionists 
and  ushers  donated  their  services.  Morning 
newspaper  and  the  theatres  staged  the 
event,  with  food  and  funds  going  to  the 
Salvation  Army.  A “cowboy”  Santa  Claus 
was  one  of  features. 
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SAG  lo  Seek  Greater  Produciional  Activity  of  Boom 
Earnings  for  Extras  Proportions  Is  Indicated 


That  the  coming  year  will  be  a happier 
and  more  prosperous  one  for  Hollywood’s 
extras  and  bit  players  is  indicated  in  the 
announcement  that  producers  and  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild  will,  early  in  Janu- 
ary, resume  their  discussions  whereby  the 
SAG  is  seeking  to  negotiate  increased 
earnings,  reclassification  and  better  work- 
ing conditions  for  its  B members.  The 
SAG  is  requesting  that  the  minimum  daily 
wage  for  bit  players  be  raised  from  $25 
to  $40  or  $50.  Edward  Arnold  heads  the 
SAG  negotiating  committee,  which  recent- 
ly held  a preliminary  session  with  pro- 
ducer representatives. 

Additionally,  producers  have  been  given 
a legal  okay  by  company  attorneys  to  ap- 
prove the  SAG-producer  standing  commit- 
tee’s report  urging  elimination  of  so-called 
“casual”  extras,  with  the  producers  to  meet 
shortly  to  appoint  a committee  to  work 
with  the  SAG  in  carrying  out  the  pro- 
ject. It  is  expected  extra  rolls  will  be  cut 
to  approximately  3,000,  resulting  in 
steadier  employment.  The  SAG  directo- 
rate and  its  B members  have  already  ap- 
proved the  report. 

Cosmetic  Workers  Unite 

A newly  organized  cosmetics  workers 
local  has  been  given  an  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  charter  in  installation 
services  conducted  by  Aubrey  Blair,  the 
APL’s  Hollywood  organizer.  A member- 
ship drive  will  be  launched  shortly. 

Producers  and  the  lATSE  locals  have 
temporarily  tabled  their  series  of  nego- 
tiations whereby  the  lA  crafts  are  seeking 
changes  in  wage-hour  classifications  and 
working  conditions.  Huddles  are  expect- 
ed to  be  resumed  early  in  January. 

The  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council  has 
filed  a demand  with  producers  that  all 
studio  printing  hereafter  be  done  in  union 
shops.  Council,  headed  by  Bill  Bassett, 
comprises  13  printing  trades  unions.  Ne- 
gotiations are  set  to  be  launched  with  Pat 
Casey,  Hays  office  labor  contact  chieftain. 

Having  lined  up  most  independent  pro- 
ducers as  signatories  to  its  Guild  shop 
agreement,  the  Screen  Writers  Guild  is 
now  negotiating  six-month  contracts  with 
remaining  units  in  the  field,  including 
Monogram,  Republic,  Hal  Roach  and  Wal- 
ter Wanger.  Pacts  being  sought  are  the 
same  as  those  to  which  the  major  com- 
panies affixed  their  signatures  some  time 
ago,  calling  for  an  80  per  cent  closed  shop. 


In  “Free  and  Easy" 

Metro  will  co-feature  Ruth  Hussey  and 
Robert  Cummings  in  “Free  and  Easy.” 
Eddie  Buzzell  will  direct  for  Producer 
Milton  Bren. 


Record-shattering  productional  activity 
and  a corresponding  boom  in  employment 
in  Hollywood  are  the  outstanding  devel- 
opments indicated  for  the  first  three 
months  of  1941,  according  to  a survey  of 
film-making  plans  charted  by  the  majors 
during  that  period. 

A statement  by  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  Paramount  studio 
operations,  keynotes  the  general  feeling  of 
optimism.  Freeman  declaring  “our  pro- 
duction program  assures  that  during  the 
first  three  months  of  1941  there  will  be 
more  regular  Paramount  employes  at 
work  than  were  working  during  the  first 
three  months  of  1940.” 

The  Marathon  Street  plant  has  13  pic- 
tures planned  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1941,  most  of  them  of  the  big-budget  va- 
riety. Among  all  the  studios,  a total  of 
52  features  has  been  scheduled  for  the 
period,  35  of  them  in  January,  eight  in 
February  and  nine  in  March,  with  more 
being  announced  day  by  day. 

Biggest  single  month’s  program  is  at 
Republic,  where  eight  will  roll  during 
January  alone.  They  include  a serial, 
“Captain  Marvel;”  a “Three  Mesquiteers” 
and  a Don  Barry  western;  “Citadel  of 
Crime,”  “Mr.  District  Attorney,”  “Sis 
Hopkins,”  “The  Great  Train  Robbery” 
and  an  untitled  Gene  Autry  sagebrusher. 

Paramount’s  January  schedule  com- 
prises “Hold  Back  the  Dawn.”  “Skylark,” 


A Rare  Display  of 
Real  Sentiment 


Hollywood,  where  a veneer  of  pseudo- 
sentimentalism is  one  of  the  chief  stocks- 
in-trade  of  the  fabulous  motion  picture  in- 
dustry, has  just  exhibited  one  of  its  rare 
displays  of  genuine  sentiment  and  affec- 
tion. 

The  occasion  was  the  dedication  by  Re- 
public on  December  27  of  its  new  $250,000 
sound  stage  to  the  memory  of  Mabel  Nor- 
mand,  one  of  the  most  beloved  figures  of 
the  silent  screen. 

And  the  event  was  keynoted  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  more  than  600  persons — a 
large  bulk  of  them  the  late  comedienne’s 
friends  and  co-workers  when  she  was  the 
brightest  star  in  Mack  Bennett’s  galaxy 
of  screen  favorites.  Republic,  of  course, 
occupies  the  site  of  what  was  once  Sen- 
nett’s  comedy  studio. 

Sennett  himself  was  the  guest  of  honor 


“Caught  in  the  Draft”  and  “Kiss  the  Boys 
Goodbye.”  In  February  it  rolls  “Pioneer 
Woman,”  “Aloha  of  the  South  Seas,” 
“College  Mystery”  and  “Two  Bad  An- 
gels.” March  will  see  camera  work 
launched  on  “Dildo  Cay,”  “Nothing  But 
the  Truth,”  “Birth  of  the  Blues,”  “Henry 
and  Dizzy”  and  “Tonight  Is  Ours.” 

Metro  has  a quartette  for  January — 
“Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde,”  “Mr.  Co-Ed,” 
“A  Woman’s  Pace”  and  “Lady  Be  Good.” 
Universal  will  gun  “The  Lady  From  Chey- 
enne,” “The  Man  Who  Lost  Himself,” 
“Model  Wife”  and  “Flame  of  New  Or- 
leans.” Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  a pair 
— “How  Green  Was  My  Valley”  and  “A 
Very  Young  Lady.”  Five  are  on  the  War- 
ner docket,  “Thirty  Days  Hath  Septem- 
ber,” “Bad  Men  of  Missouri,”  “Singapore,” 
“Fiesta  in  Manhattan”  and  “Sergeant 
York.” 

The  Columbia  lineup  for  January  in- 
cludes “Texas,”  “They  Dare  Not  Love,” 
and  “A  Girl’s  Best  Friend  Is  Wall  Street.” 
In  February  the  studio  will  gun  “Senate 
Page  Boys,”  “Bedtime  Story”  and  “Her 
First  Beau.”  For  March  it  lists  “Burma 
Road,”  “The  Great  Lady,”  “The  Doctor’s 
Husband”  and  “Our  Wife.” 

RKO  Radio’s  January  schedule  com- 
prises “Tom,  Dick  and  Harry,”  “Range 
Robbers,”  “Sunny,”  “Before  the  Fact”  and 
“Water  Gypsies.”  In  February  “TiTie  to 
Form”  will  get  underway. 


and  Judy  Canova  unveiled  a 200-pound 
bronze  plaque  to  Miss  Normand’s  memory. 
M.  J.  Siegel,  Republic’s  production  head, 
delivered  the  chief  address,  and  the  un- 
veiling was  followed  by  a buffet  supper  and 
dance  for  the  attending  guests. 

Among  those  on  hand  were  such  former 
Keystone  Kops  as  Erie  C.  Kenton,  Ray- 
mond Griffith,  Eddie  Cline,  Lloyd  Bacon, 
Tay  Garnett,  Frank  Lloyd,  Monte  Banks, 
Chuck  Reisner,  Roy  Del  Ruth,  Wesley  Rug- 
gles,  Wallace  MacDonald,  William  Beau- 
dine,  Eddie  Sutherland  and  Richard  Wal- 
lace. Gracing  the  occasion,  also,  were  some 
of  Mack  Sennett’s  former  famous  bathing 
beauties,  including  Mrs.  Darryl  Zanuck 
(Virginia  Pox),  Mrs.  Hal  Wallis  (Louise 
Fazenda),  Mrs.  Harry  Joe  Brown  (Sally 
Eilers)  and  Mrs.  William  Seiter  (Marian 
Nixon) . Other  guests  included  Harry  Lang- 
don,  Charlie  Murray,  Hank  Mann,  Carole 
Lombard,  Mae  Busch,  Slim  Summerville 
and  scores  of  others. 

It  was  indicated  by  Republic  attaches 
that  additional  units  in  its  projected  $1,- 
000,000  building  program  may  be  dedicated 
to  other  once-great  names  in  motion  pic- 
tures, including  “Fatty”  Arbuckle,  Larry 
Semon  and  Ford  Sterling. 
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Publicists  Welcome  Greenthal — 

When  Monroe  Greenthal  was  recently  appointed  publicity -advertising  di- 
rector for  United  Artists,  the  publicists  for  the  various  UA  producers  in 
Hollywood  banded  together  to  tender  him  a “good  luck”  luncheon.  The 
occasion  was  Greenthal’s  first  visit  to  the  coast  since  taking  over  his  new 
office.  Here’s  the  lineup  attending  the  affair,  left  to  right:  Producer  Rich- 
ard A.  Rowland;  John  LeRoy  Johnston,  representing  Walter  Wanger;  Mur- 
phy McHenry,  representing  Rowland  and  Edward  Small;  Greenthal;  Grace 
Fischler  (seated) , of  the  UA  Hollywood  pre-selling  bureau;  Jerry  Dale,  repre- 
senting Alexander  Korda;  George  Glass,  representing  Russell  Birdwell  and 
Loew-Lewin;  Al  Vaughn,  representing  Sol  Lesser  and  Ernst  Lubitsch;  and 
John  P.  Miles,  representing  James  Roosevelt. 

Air  Provocative  Film  Issue 
On  Chicago's  Round  Table 


Both  sides  of  the  controversial  issue  as 
to  how  far  motion  pictures  should  go  in 
dealing  with  provocative  subjects,  and 
those  which  might  conceivably  be  con- 
sidered as  verging  on  propaganda,  which 
has  attracted  considerable  industry  atten- 
tion during  the  past  two  seasons,  were 
aired  for  the  benefit  and  entertainment  of 
the  general  public  when  Producers  Walter 
Wanger  and  Y.  Frank  Freeman  appeared 
on  the  499th  broadcast  of  the  University  of 
Chicago’s  Round  Table  of  the  Air  Decem- 
ber 22. 

Through  Wanger’s  efforts  the  show  was 
broadcast  from  Hollywood  instead  of  from 
its  customary  Chicago  headquarters.  Wan- 
ger invited  Freeman,  while  the  two  re- 
maining debaters  were  Dr.  Leo  Rosten,  who 
has  been  conducting  an  exhaustive  survey 
of  films  on  a grant  from  the  Carnegie  In- 
stitute, and  Dr.  Max  Radin,  professor  of 
law  at  the  University  of  California. 

The  unrehearsed  program  dealt  prin- 
cipally with  motion  pictures’  obligation  to 
the  public  and  attempted  to  give  some  idea 
of  what  representative  production  leaders 
feel  the  trend  will  be  in  the  film  of  the 
future. 

Wanger  contended  future  motion  pic- 
tures must  be  “entertainment  plus” — first 
of  all,  good  pictures:  secondly,  dealing  with 
the  contemporary  scene  and  based  on  in- 
spirational and  vital  subjects,  not  neces- 
sarily propagandized.  He  maintained  that 
all  phases  of  the  screen  should  be  broad 
enough  to  invite  the  production  of  “ex- 
perimental” pictures  even  though  it  might 
be  known  such  efforts  would  not  be  box- 
office  hits,  and  pleaded  for  a pioneering 
spirit  in  the  choice  of  subject  matter  and 
treatment.  The  United  Artists  producer 


stressed,  as  his  opinion,  that  exhibitors  owe 
it  to  their  patrons  to  give  such  films  every 
exploitation  aid,  and  that  showmen  should 
not  be  discouraged  if  a hit  did  not  result 
— because,  in  booking  them,  they  would  be 
cultivating,  as  potential  theatre  custo- 
mers, millions  who  are  not  now  motion 
picture  fans. 

Freeman  did  not  take  exception  to  Wan- 
ger on  all  points.  The  Paramount  vice- 
president,  however,  held  that  the  prime 
purpose  of  the  motion  picture  is  to  enter- 
tain; to  give  audiences  something  to  en- 
joy; and  that  propaganda  should  be  con- 
fined exclusively  to  newsreels  and  short 
subjects.  He  pointed  out  that  the  produc- 
tion problems  confronting  Paramount  and 
Wanger  are  of  a different  nature — in  that 
Freeman’s  studio  turns  out  at  least  40  pic- 
tures a year,  while  Wanger  makes  only 
three  or  four.  For  this  reason.  Freeman 
said.  Paramount  must  design  its  product 
for  the  masses,  while  Wanger  enjoys  more 
of  a free  hand  in  his  choice  of  screen  ma- 
terial. Freeman  agreed  with  Wanger  that 
studios  should  retain  research  departments 
for  the  discovery  and  promotion  of  new 
ideas  and  stories,  but  held,  regardless,  to 
the  idea  that  the  screen’s  function,  above 
all.  is  to  entertain. 

In  rebuttal,  Wanger  asserted  his  debat- 
ing guest  agreed  on  more  points  than  he 
would  acknowledge.  The  UA  producer 
pointed  out  that  Paramount  recently  pur- 
chased “For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls,”  a 
highly  provocative  and  widely-discussed 
novel  by  Ernest  Hemingway,  which,  Wan- 
ger asserted,  must  have  been  bought  for 
a definite  reason  and  must  be  produced 
for  that  same  definite  reason.  Wanger 
held  that  the  Hemingway  property  will  be 


Film  and  Radio  Charity 
Work  Is  Centralized 

Centralization  of  the  charitable  activi- 
ties of  the  radio  and  film  world  has  been 
effected  through  formation  of  a united 
charity  committee,  combining  the  motion 
picture  permanent  charities  group  headed 
by  Samuel  Goldwyn  with  a committee  in- 
cluding the  managers  and  program  direc- 
tors of  every  Southern  California  radio 
station. 

Agreement  was  reached  at  a luncheon 
given  by  Goldwyn.  Following  the  meeting 
Harry  W.  Witt,  president  of  the  Southern 
California  Broadcasters  Ass’n,  announced 
a general  charity  committee  for  the  entire 
radio  industry  would  be  appointed  im- 
mediately, as  well  as  a liaison  group  to 
meet  regularly  with  the  film  industry 
group. 

The  luncheon  was  attended,  in  addition 
to  Goldwyn,  by  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Ed- 
ward Arnold,  Harry  Warner,  Sidney  Buch- 
man,  Harry  Brand,  Walter  Wanger,  Fred 
Beetson,  Kenneth  Thomson  and  I.  B.  Korn- 
blum,  as  well  as  managers  of  every  broad- 
casting station  in  the  area. 

Hollywood  contributed  lavishly  in  time 
and  talent  in  the  “Christmas  Greeting  to 
Britain”  broadcast  on  Christmas  Day. 
With  Alan  Mowbray  as  master  of  cere- 
monies, such  film  colony  notables  as  Ed- 
gar Bergen,  Bob  Hope,  Jack  Benny,  Grade 
Fields,  Charles  Laughton,  Rita  Hayworth, 
Shirley  Temple  and  Nelson  Eddy  partici- 
pated. The  90-minute  show  aired  locally 
over  KECA  and  reached  England  via  short- 
wave. 

The  British  War  Relief  was  the  bene- 
ficiary when  the  Hollywood  Legion  Sta- 
dium donated  the  receipts  from  one  eve- 
ning’s boxing  to  that  fund.  The  benefit 
was  highlighted  by  the  appearance  of 
Hugh  Herbert,  the  Ritz  Brothers,  Nat  Pen- 
dleton, Mickey  Rooney,  Jack  Oakie  and 
Abbott  and  Costello. 


Disney  Productions  in  a 
$259,798  Operating  Loss 

An  operating  loss  of  $259,798  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  September  28,  and  a 
final  net  loss  of  $1,259,798,  including  the 
$1,000,000  inventory  value  of  “Pinocchio,” 
was  revealed  by  Walt  Disney  Productions 
in  its  first  annual  stockholders’  report. 

This  compares  with  a $1,250,130  net 
profit  reported  for  the  previous  year.  The 
1940  loss,  it  was  explained,  was  trace- 
able to  unsettled  foreign  markets  and  the 
difficulty  with  which  releases  were  se- 
cured in  the  warring  European  countries. 

Income  from  film  rental  totaled  $1,954,- 
335,  compared  to  rentals  of  $3,237,217  in 
1939.  Other  income  amounted  to  $571,- 
387,  of  which  $289,829  was  derived  from 
fees  for  licensing  cartoon  characters.  The 
balance  was  from  cartoon  strips,  music 
royalties,  art  work  and  other  affiliated 
by-products. 


Extend  Susan  Hayward 

Susan  Hayward’s  acting  contract  has 
been  extended  for  another  term  at  Para- 
mount. 


converted  into  an  entirely  new  and  differ- 
ent type  of  motion  picture. 

The  discussion  also  touched  upon  the 
problem  of  so-called  “pressure  groups” 
seeking  to  “regiment”  the  screen.  Sub- 
mitted for  the  debaters’  scrutiny  was  a 
banner  designed  by  John  LeRoy  Johnston, 
Wanger’s  publicity-advertising  director, 
who  termed  it  “Hollywood’s  flag  of  the 
future.”  It  comprises  four  stars  and  a roll 
of  film  in  the  shape  of  a snake,  above 
which  is  the  legend:  “Don’t  Tread  on  Me.” 
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PRIZE  publicity  plum  within  the  cur- 
rent reach  of  Hollywood  press  agents 
is  the  six-page  “Picture  of  the  Week” 
layout  in  Life.  To  secure  it  for  one  of  his 
company’s  pictures,  a studio  blurb  chief 
will  cheerfully  mortgage  his  soul — if  any. 
All  of  which  is  entirely  understandable 
when  one  considers  the  vast  circulation  of 
Life  and  the  extraordinary  reader  interest 
it  commands.  Probably  there  is  no  one 
single  break  which  will  sell  more  tickets 
for  a picture. 

Now,  Life’s  companion  publication.  Time, 
indulges  in  a bit  of  precedental  editorial 
procedure  by  devoting  the  major  portion  of 
its  weekly  Cinema  column  to  three  mem- 
bers of  the  local  build-’em-up  gentry.  The 
three  selected  for  this  singular  analysis  in 
printer’s  ink  were  Warner’s  Charles  Ein- 
feld.  Fox’s  Harry  Brand  and  Freelancer 
Russell  Birdwell.  Time  terms  this  trio 
“the  foremost  trumpeters  of  Hollywood’s 
bizarre  and  boisterous  activities.” 

Written  in  the  news-digesting  magazine’s 
characteristically  cryptic,  tongue-in-cheek 
style,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether 
or  not  the  word  portraits  of  Messrs.  Ein- 
feld.  Brand  and  Birdwell,  their  respective 
talents  and  methods  of  operation,  are  to  be 
considered  complimentary.  In  the  cases 
of  Einfeld  and  Brand  they  probably  are  as 
laudatory  as  Time’s  typical  approach  per- 
mits. The  reference  to  Birdwell,  however, 
as  “a  fox-faced,  natty  fellow  with  a thin 
moustache  and  a strange  accent  modeled 
after  the  English,”  largely  discounts  the 
paragraphs  which  follow  that  masterful 
description  and  devoted  to  his  past  and 
present  performances. 

Of  course  there  are  those  who  will  dis- 
agree with  Time’s  selection  of  the  big 
three.  Some  will  believe  that  Metro’s 
Howard  Strickling,  dean  of  studio  pub- 
licity heads,  rated  consideration  ahead  of 
those  named.  Others  will  opine  that  un- 
assuming John  Joseph,  who  directs  Uni- 


versal’s adjective  agitators,  is  doing  a job 
which,  in  effectiveness  if  not  color,  com- 
pares favorably  with  the  best. 

And  in  the  ranks  of  the  catch-as-catch- 
can  orchid  growers  are  several  whose  work 
on  behalf  of  their  respective  and  impres- 
sive list  of  clients  may  be  considered  su- 
perior to  Birdwell’s,  albeit  they  do  not  in- 
dulge in  as  blatant  ballyhoo  or  personal 
aggrandizement.  Witness  such  freelancers 
as  Margaret  Ettinger,  Helen  Ferguson, 
Dave  Epstein  and  Scoop  Conlon. 

But  such  comparisons  are  purely  a mat- 
ter of  personal  opinion  and  have  little,  if 
any,  bearing  on  the  situation. 

Of  significance,  however,  is  the  obvious 
conclusion  that  Time’s  left-handed  blurb 
for  the  blurbers  accomplishes  absolutely 
nothing  as  concerns  good  or  profit  for  their 
companies,  their  companies’  product  or 
motion  pictures  generally. 

The  item  was  undoubtedly  unsolicited  by 
those  it  portrayed  and  was  probably  a 
random  one-time  shot.  Regardless,  the 
interests  of  the  industry  as  a whole  will  be 
best  served  if  press  agents  continue  to  pub- 
licize and  exploit  pictures  and  those  who 
make  them,  and  do  nothing  to  further  the 
idea  of  acquainting  the  general  public  with 
their  behind-the-scenes  activities. 


Edgar  Bergen  recently  partied  his  friends 
and  asked  the  guests  to  attend  costumed 
to  reflect  “what  they  would  like  to  have 
been.”  It  was  probably  expecting  too  much 
to  ask  the  host  to  dress  himself  as  an  en- 
tertainer; or  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.  as  a 
producer;  Joa?i  Crawford  an  actress;  Henry 
Rogers,  a press  agent;  Louella  Parsons,  a 
columnist. 

■'  > 

H for  no  other  reason,  20th  Century-Fox's 
"Hudson's  Bay"  may  claim  distinction  for  be- 
ing the  first  epic  to  be  produced  by  the  Zan- 
uck  factory  in  many  months  without  John 
Carradine  in  the  cast. 

Warner’s  monopoly  on  “City"  pictures  is 
apparently  broken,  what  with  Republic 
projecting  “Nevada  City"  and  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox preparing  a super-western  yclept 
“Sioux  City.” 

But  the  Burbank  plant  isn’t  overlooking 
a by-product  of  the  trend  toward  features 
of  municipal  historical  background  and 
their  resultant  out-of-town  debuts.  Bryan 
Foy  will  produce  a feature  based  on  pre- 
miere junkets. 

Studios  are  adapting  some  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  stockyards — without  the 
smell — where  they  boast  that  they  utilize 
everything  but  the  squeal.  But,  then,  the 
exhibitors  furnish  that  for  the  picture 
business. 


Post  Xmas  note  to  S.  Claus: 

Thoughtful — but  perhaps  unwise — for  How- 
ard Strickling  to  distribute  waste  baskets  to 
Hollywood's  hungry  3.98  estate.  Gratitude  dic- 
tates that  the  recipients  resist  the  temptation 
to  use  them  as  receptacles  for  Metro's  pub- 
licity releases  after  consuming  the  delicacies 
with  which  they  were  filled.  And  who  is  go- 
ing to  furnish  the  fags  to  keep  filled  the  col- 
lection of  cigarette  boxes  bom  Bob  Tap- 
linger? 


Travesty,  Traders,  Treatise,  Trim 


A rather  light  preview  lineup  consisting 
of  a mere  five  features  gave  the  reviewers 
plenty  of  time  to  wrap  their  Christmas 
packages,  both  of  them.  Topping  the 
quintet  were  Columbia’s  “This  Thing 
Called  Love”  and  20th  Century-Fox’s 
“Hudson’s  Bay,”  the  former  because  it 
was  the  best  of  the  week  and  the  latter 
because  it  was  expected  to  be — and  wasn’t. 

Like  an  avalanche,  Columbia’s  offering  is 
slow  to  get  underway — but  when  it  gathers 
momentum,  somewhere  midway  of  its  foot- 
age, it  carries  everything  before  it  with  a 
crash  and  roar  of  solid  laughs.  Another  in 
the  substantially  produced,  smartly  writ- 
ten and  impressively  cast  comedies  in 
which  this  studio  is  specializing,  there  is 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  do  as  well  fi- 
nancially as  its  illustrious  predecessors. 
Screenplay  by  George  Seaton,  Ken  Eng- 
lund  and  P.  J.  Wolfson,  from  the  play  by 
Edwin  Burke,  is  packed  with  uproariously 
funny  situations,  pointed  up  well  in  Alex- 
ander Hall’s  topflight  direction,  and  Wil- 
liam Perlberg,  who  produced,  adds  another 
sterling  credit  to  his  record. 

The  fate  of  “Hudson’s  Bay”  as  popular 
entertainment  is,  on  the  other  hand,  sub- 
ject to  considerable  doubt.  Granted,  the 
founding  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company 
makes  for  a colorful  phase  in  Canada’s 
early  history,  and  the  feature  will  un- 
doubtedly do  top  business  in  the  Canadian 
and  English  markets — but  it  will  be  sur- 


prising if  rank-and-file  American  audi- 
ences rush  to  see  it.  Paul  Muni,  starred 
in  his  first  role  since  he  left  the  Warner 
lot,  is  handicapped  by  an  assumed  accent 
and  the  part  fails  to  give  his  dramatic 
ability  a chance  to  assert  itself.  There  is 
no  gainsaying,  however,  that  Kenneth 
Macgowan  gave  it  impressive  and  spec- 
tacular production;  and  that  Irving  Pichel, 
who  directed,  and  Lamar  Trotti,  who  wrote 
the  script,  did  as  much  as  could  be  done 
with  the  material  at  hand. 

* * * 

From  Warners,  a pair,  to- wit: 

“Flight  From  Destiny,”  which  emerged 
as  a highly  philosophical  piece  of  cellu- 
loid— asking  and  answering  the  question 
as  to  whether  an  ordinary  citizen  is  ever 
justified  in  taking  the  life  of  another  fol- 
low being.  The  result  satisfies  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  production  code,  if  not  the 
consensus  of  audience  opinion.  Consequent- 
ly it  will  undoubtedly  be  loudly  praised  as 
engrossing  entertainment  by  discriminat- 
ing theatre-goers,  but  it  is  probable  that 
the  common  majority  won’t  display  the 
required  interest  to  boost  it  to  hit  classi- 
fication. Barry  Trivers’  literate  and  in- 
telligent script  was  based  upon  a story  by 
Anthony  Berkeley.  Vincent  Sherman 
piloted  with  a sure  hand  and  Edmund 
Grainger  provided  the  necessary  produc- 
tion elements. 


“She  Couldn’t  Say  No,”  a remake  of 
Benjamin  Kaye’s  popular  stage  play,  is 
heart-warming,  earthy  comedy,  sure  to  de- 
light most  audiences  through  its  sheer 
simplicity  and  sincerity.  A pair  of  old- 
sters, Clem  Bevans  and  Vera  Lewis,  domi- 
nate the  acting  department  and  Earl 
Baldwin  and  Charles  Grayson  contributed 
an  effectively-written,  smoothly  paced 
script,  which  William  Clemens  directed  at 
a comfortable  speed.  William  Jacobs  was 
the  associate  producer  and  draws  credit 
for  turning  out  a first-rate  piece  of  sup- 
porting fare. 

* * ♦ 

A modest  but  worthwhile  entry  from 
Monogram  was  "First  Romance,”  a Cin- 
derella story  with  a collegiate  background. 
It  presents  Edith  Fellows  in  her  first 
adolescent  role — charming  in  appearance, 
an  excellent  actress  and  a highly  accept- 
able singer.  Considering  its  cost.  Pro- 
ducer I.  E.  Chadwick  has  accounted  for  a 
well-knit  package  of  entertainment  de- 
signed to  please  general  audiences  and  to 
prove  especially  popular  with  the  Satur- 
day matinee  trade.  Edward  Dmytryk’s  un- 
derstanding direction  is  in  evidence 
throughout,  and  the  screenplay  by  Adele 
Comandini  was  deftly  tailored  to  provide 
for  the  inclusion  of  several  enjoyable 
musical  numbers. 
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Hoi  lyw  ood — 

— Personnelities 


Barnstormers 

National  Pictures 

BORIS  MORliOS,  company  head,  returns  from 
a tliree-week.  18.000-mile  flying  tour  of  14  cities 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  during  which 
he  held  trade  showings  of  “Second  Chorus.”  co- 
starring  Fred  Astaire  and  Paulette  Goddard,  pro- 
duced for  Paramount  release.  Morros  visited  Salt 
Lake  City,  Dallas,  Memphis,  New  Orleans,  At- 
lanta, New  York,  Boston.  Montreal,  Toronto,  De- 
troit, Chicago,  Kansas  City.  Des  Moines  and 
Minneapolis. 

RKO  Radio 

ANNA  NKAGLE  scheduled  for  a p.  a.  in  Chi- 
cago, December  26.  She  will  continue  on  to  New 
York  to  appear  on  the  Kate  Smith  airshow. 

Warner  Bros. 

GK(>K(JrK  RAFT  checks  out  for  Boston  for  a 
week  of  p.  a.’s  at  the  Keith  Theatre,  opening 
Christmas  Day. 


Blur her  s 

Metro 

DON  MoFFWAINE  of  studio  publicity  staff 
checks  in  at  St.  Vincent's  Hospital  for  an  ap- 
pendectomy. 

Paramount 

^IKIA'IN  HOl'SEK  assigned  to  handle  unit  pub- 
lirity  for  Max  Fleischer's  next  feature-length  car- 
toon. Houser  leaves  for  Miami,  Florida,  in  Janu- 
ary. where  Feischer  headquarters. 

(’HAK1>ES  WINFIEl.D  MEGIiS  resigns  as  ad- 
vertising art  director  to  become  president  of  the 
newly- incorporated  Hollywood  Studio  Publishers, 
Inc.  New  firm  will  design  and  manufacture 
games,  toys,  paint-books  and  novelties  with  a 
Hollywood  flavor.  Meggs,  connected  with  Para- 
mount for  eight  years,  will  continue  to  operate 
his  own  advertising  art  service  independently 
while  serving  as  head  of  the  new  company. 

CLIFF  LEWIS  checks  out  for  the  east  to  head 
the  field  exploitation  staff,  working  under  Robert 
Gillham,  advertising-publicity  director.  Lewis  was 
recently  replaced  as  studio  advertising-publicity 
head  by  George  Browne. 

Producers  Association 

JOCK  T-AAVIIENCE,  public  relations  director,  is 
in  New  York  conferring  with  .‘^pyros  Skouras  and 
eastern  Hays  office  officials  on  the  Greek  War 
Relief  campaign.  He  returns  here  next  week. 


Briefies 

Metro 

PETE  SMITH  preparing  “Quiz-Biz,”  a new 
question-and-answer  short  subject,  fourth  in  his 
Specialty  series. 

RKO  Radio 

Two  shorts  are  scheduled  to  roll  January  3. 
One  is  a two-reeler  starring  Ray  Whitley,  the 
other  a Leon  Errol  comedy.  Harry  D’Arcy  will 
direct  both  with  Lou  Brock  supervising. 

Soundies  Distributing  Co. 

VINCENT  EOPEZ,  « lEL  BRADLEY  and  RAY 
KINNEY  and  their  respective  orchestras  signed 
to  appear  in  forthcoming  three-minute  shorts  for 
use  in  the  Panoram  automatic  projection  machine. 
Film  will  be  made  at  the  Fox  Movietone  studios 
in  New  York. 

Warner  Bros. 

“Soldiers  of  the  Campus”  is  next  in  series  of 
two-reel  Technicolor  shorts  concerning  national 
preparedness.  It  will  depict  activities  of  the  Re- 
serve Officers  Training  Corps.  Owen  Crump 
scripted  and  Breezy  Eason  will  direct  for  Pro- 
ducer Gordon  Hollingshead. 


Cleffers 

Walter  Lantz 

D.ARYLL  KAlJvER  named  musical  director  on 
Lantz  cartoons  for  Universal  release. 

Paramount 

SIOMI  NI)  KREAIGOLD  snoring  "The  Shepherd 
of  the  Hills."  from  music  written  by  GIRARD 

. arbonara. 

Republic 

JFLE  STYNE  given  term  contract  as  composer 
and  vocal  coach. 


RKO  Radio 

ROY  U^EBB  scoring  “The  Saint  in  Palm 
Springs.” 

Harry  Sherman 

JOHN  LEIPOLD  scoring  “Doomed  Caravan,” 
with  IRVIN  TALBOT  conducting  the  Paramount 
recording  orchestra. 

20th  Century-Fox 

MACK  GORDON  and  HARRY  WARREN  doing 
songs  for  “The  Great  American  Broadcast.” 

Warner  Bros. 

THE  HALL  JOHNSON  CHOIR  signed  to  do 
vocal  score  on  “Meet  John  Doe"  under  direction 

of  DIMITRI  TIOMKIN. 

FREDERICK  HOLLANDER  to  compose  and 
score  background  music  for  “Footsteps  in  the 
Dark.” 

HEINZ  ROEMHELD  Composing  and  scoring 
background  music  for  “The  Wagons  Roll  at 
Night.” 


Loanouts 

Columbia 

GEORGE  BRENT  borrowed  from  Warner  for 
the  male  lead  in  “We  Dare  Not  Love,”  Ernest 
Vajda’s  original,  which  Sam  Bischoff  will  pro- 
duce. James  Edward  Grant  is  scripting. 

Larry  Darmour 

JAMES  HOGAN  borrowed  from  Paramount  to 
pilot  the  second  in  the  “Ellery  Queen”  sleuth 
series  featuring  Ralph  Bellamy.  Picture  rolls  early 
in  January  for  Columbia  release. 

Universal 

NICK  CASTLE  boirowed  from  20th  Century- 
Fox  to  stage  dance  numbers  in  “Buck  Privates.” 


Meggers 

Columbia 

TED  REED  to  dire,  t “June  Mad,”  story  by 
Florence  Ryer.son  and  Colin  t'lernents.  B,  B.  Ka- 
hane  will  produce  and  Jane  Withers,  borrowed 
from  20th  Century-Fox.  will  star.  It  rolls  in 
February. 

(iENE  .MARKEY  signs  term  deal  as  a.ssociate 
l>roducer.  to  make  three  films  yearly.  First  will 
be  “The  Great  Lady.”  from  his  own  original. 

Metro 

NORMAN  McI.EOD  to  piiot  "The  Trial  of  Mary 
Dugan.”  remake  starring  Laraine  Day. 

Paramount 

DAA'II)  Bl'TLER  signed  to  direct  “Caught  in 
the  Draft.”  the  B.  G.  DeSylva  production  starring 
Bob  Hope  and  Dorothy  Lamour.  It  rolls  January  6. 

SOL  (\  SIEGEL  named  associate  producer  on 
"Casey  Jones.” 

Republic 

JOHN  H.  AUER  to  pilot  “Citadel  of  Crime”  for 
Armand  Schaefer,  from  a script  by  Isabel  Dawn. 

DOl’GL.AS  YATES  named  assistant  to  Producer 
Albert  J.  Cohen.  Yates,  son  of  Herbert  Yates,  has 
been  on  the  studio  staff  for  the  past  18  months. 

Universal 

EDWARD  F.  CLINE  to  direct  “The  Great  Man,” 
starring  W.  C.  Fields.  Cameras  roll  early  in  the 
spring. 

Warner  Bros. 

IVII.LIAM  K.  HOWARD  to  "Bad  Men  of  Mis- 
souri.” 

RAY  ENRIGHT  piloting  “Thirty  Days  Hath 
September."  featuring  May  Robson. 

LOTHAR  MENDKS  to  pilot  “Eagle  Escadrille,” 
story  of  the  Royal  Air  Force,  which  Bryan  Foy 
will  luoduce  from  a script  by  Barry  Trivers. 


Options 

Columbia 

HAROLD  SHUMATE  joins  writing  staff  on  one- 
picture  deal. 

LEO  MITTLER  given  writer-director  contract. 
A European  scenarist,  he  goes  to  work  first  on 
the  script  of  “Angel  Cake,”  from  an  original  by 
Jay  Dratler  and  Dorian  Otvos. 

JOHN  HOWARD  signs  long-term  acting  con- 
tract. 

EV.VLYN  KNAPP  given  feminine  lead  in  “The 
Lone  Wolf  Takes  a Chance.” 


Globe 

CILVRLES  WINNINGER  set  for  a topline  in 
"Pot  O’  Gold.” 

Loe-w-Lewin 

GLENN  FORD  signed  for  three  forthcoming 
productions  on  a loan-out  deal  from  Columbia. 

Metro 

WILLIAM  THOMA8,  Our  Gang  comedy  member, 
signs  new  term  ticket. 

ROSARIO  PEREZ  and  ANTONIO  RFIZ,  New 

York  dance  team,  signed  for  a featured  specialty 
in  "Ziegfeld  Girl.” 

BEJSBY  BERKELEY  signs  new  director  ticket. 

GtINN  WILLIAMS  draws  a leading  role  in 
“Billy  the  Kid.” 

EARL  BALDWIN  signs  term  writing  ticket,  ef- 
fective when  he  has  completed  a Columbia  script- 
ing chore.  He  obtained  a release  from  Warner, 
where  he  had  been  under  contract  for  11  years. 

Paramount 

SUSAN  HAYWARD,  featured  player,  held  for 
another  term. 

BINNIE  BARNES  draws  a featured  role  in 
“Skylark,”  next  Claudette  Colbert  starrer. 

DOUGLAS  DUMBRILLE  given  the  heavy  lead 
in  "Road  to  Zanzibar.” 

I..AUKA  HOPE  CREWS  given  character  role  in 
“New  York  Town.” 

PRESTON  STURGES  signs  new  two-year  deal 
as  writer  and  director. 

Republic 

LENT  LY'NN,  juvenile  songstress,  wins  term 
deal. 

TOM  TYLER  signed  for  the  title  role  in  “Cap- 
tain Marvel,”  forthcoming  serial. 

20th  Century-Fox 

MILTON  BERLE’S  one-picture  acting  deal 
stretched  into  a term  contract. 

JOAN  DAVIS,  comedienne,  held  for  another 
year. 

JANET  BEECHER  draws  a topline  in  “A  Very 
Young  Lady,”  next  Jane  Withers  starrer. 

LAIRD  CREGAK,  character  actor,  held  for  an- 
other term. 

SHELDON  LEONARD,  stage  player,  signs  term 
ticket. 

MAURICE  RAPF  to  an  untitled  original  on  a 
one-picture  deal. 

STANLEY  CLEMENTS,  14-year-old  actor,  given 
term  pact.  He  made  his  debut  in  “Tall,  Dark  and 
Handsome.” 

COL.  JASON  JOY.  public  relations  director, 
signs  new  two-year  deal. 

Warner  Bros. 

ROBERT  DAVIS  signed  for  a lead  in  “Winged 
Victory.”  He  is  a stage  player. 

JOAN  PERRY  given  term  acting  contract  and 
a role  in  “Stuff  of  Heroes.” 

CIRTIS  BERNHARDT,  director,  held  for  an- 
other year. 

HATTIE  McDaniels*  acting  contract  purchased 
from  David  O.  Selznick. 

JAMES  ANDERSON  signs  term  acting  deal.  He 
goes  into  “Sergeant  York”  as  his  first  assignment. 


Percenteers 

DONA  LD  FRIEDE,  story-writer  department 
head  of  the  Myron  Selznick  Agency,  has  returned 
from  a three-week  business  trip  to  New  York. 


Scripters 

Alexander  Korda 

KETTI  FRIN(4S  to  “Manon  Lescault.”  Merle 
Oberon  starrer  to  be  directed  by  Julien  Duvivier. 

Columbia 

RDBKRT  PIRO.SH  and  H.ARRY  MORITZ  teamed 
on  “Mr.  Carnation.”  B.  P.  Schulberg  produces. 

Metro 

BR.ADBFRY  FOOTK  to  "A  Tailor  Made  Man," 
from  the  Harry  James  Smith  novel.  George 
Haight  produces. 

Monogram 

DOROTHY  REID  to  an  untitled  Jackie  Moran- 
Marcia  Mae  Jones  starrer.  Scott  Dunlap  produces. 

Paramount 

GEORGE  BECK  to  "Paramount  on  Parade,” 
musical  which  Sol  C.  Siegel  will  produce. 

F.  McGREW  WILLIS  to  “Good  Old  Mountain 
Music.”  Sol  C.  Siegel  will  produce. 

GORDON  KAHN  to  “Buy  Me  That  Town,”  an 
original  by  Harry  Gourfain,  Murray  Boltinos  and 
Arthur  Bracken.  Brian  Donlevy,  Akim  Tamiroff 
and  Preston  Foster  will  topline  the  Sol  C.  Siegel 
production,  dealing  with  a gang  of  big  city  crooks 
who  “organize”  a small  town  where  they  have 
been  arrested  for  speeding. 

H VRRY  TUGEND  to  “Birth  of  the  Blues,”  Bing 
Crosby  starrer  which  B.  G.  DeSylva  wMll  produce. 

Republic 

T.VYLOR  f'AVEN  and  FAVART  ADAMSON  to  an 
untitled  “Higgins  Family”  comedy. 

BRADFORD  ROPES  teamed  with  GEORGE 
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CAKLETON  BROWN  on  “Babes  on  Broadway,” 
musical  to  be  produced  by  Albert  J.  Cohen. 

20th  Century-Fox 

HARRY  SAUBER  to  an  untitled  script  for  Pro- 
duced Lou  Ostrow. 

SAM  HELLMAN  to  “Miss  Pilgrim's  Progress,’’ 
based  on  the  mythical  "first  woman  stenographer.’’ 
Kenneth  Macgowan  produces. 

NUKNALLY  JOHNSON  to  "Fifth  Avenue,”  a 
novel  by  Polan  Banks. 

C.  GARDINER  SULLIVAN  to  "Lucky  Baldwin.” 
Harry  Joe  Brown  produces. 

HORACE  MeCOY  to  "Song  and  Dance  Man.” 

ROBERT  CARSON  to  “The  Band  Played  On.” 
Harry  Joe  Brown  is  the  producer. 

Universal 

ROBERT  LEES  and  FRED  RINALDO  to  an  un- 
titled  Baby  Sandy  starrer  for  Producer  Burt  Kelly. 

Warner  Bros. 

FRED  NIBLO  jr.  to  "Strange  Alibi,”  from  an 
original  by  Ken  Garnet. 

RALPH  Bl.OCK  to  “One  Hour  of  Glory,”  from 
a Mary  Roberts  Rinehart  story.  Thomas  Mitchell, 
Geraldine  Fitzgerald  and  Jeffrey  Lynn  will  head 
the  cast  and  picture  will  be  directed  by  Vin- 
cent Sherman  as  a semi-sequel  to  "Flight  From 
Destiny,”  in  which  the  same  players  appeared. 

STEPHEN  MOREHOUSE  AVERY  to  "Four 
Fathers,”  next  in  the  “Lemp  Family”  series. 
William  Keighley  will  direct. 

STUART  ANTHONY  to  “Sergeant  York.” 

CAiSEY  ROBINSON  completes  "Miss  Wheel- 
wright Discovers  America.”  Priscilla  Lane  and 
Ronald  Reagan  are  featured. 

JERRY  WALD  and  RICHARD  MACAULAY  to 
"Glamour  Train,”  story  based  on  premiere  junkets 
such  as  tile  recent  trip  to  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico, 
to  debut  "Santa  Fe  Trail.”  Bryan  Foy  wall  produce. 

Story  Buys 

Columbia 

“Heaven  Can  Wait,”  a play  by  Harry  Segal,  for 
production  ])y  Everett  Riskin. 

Metro 

“Mama’s  Angel,”  by  Angna  Enters.  Virginia 
Weidler  will  be  starred. 

Paramount 

“The  Baby  Had  a Hard  Day,”  magazine  story 
by  Anne  Wormser.  F.  Hugh  Herbert  and  Hans 
Kraly  are  scripting  for  Producer  Sol  C.  Siegel. 
Story  has  a West  Point  background. 

20th  Century-Fox 

“Green  Entry,”  a novel  by  S.  Ruth  Howard. 
Lou  Ostrow  will  produce. 

“Flight  Surgeon,”  by  Cameron  Rogers  and 
Comm.  Herman  Halland.  Kenneth  Macgowan  will 
produce. 

“Sioux  City,”  by  J.  Hyatt  Downing.  It  will  be 
produced  in  Technicolor  Avith  Randolph  Scott  and 
Laird  Cregar  in  toplines. 

Universal 

"Gang  Busters,”  radio  program,  purchased  from 
M-G-M  for  use  as  a 1941-42  serial.  Henry  Mac- 
Rae  will  produce. 

Warner  Bros. 

“Dive  Bomber,”  by  Comm.  Frank  Wead.  James 
Cagney,  George  Brent  and  Ronald  Reagan  will 
head  the  cast  and  Lloyd  Bacon  will  direct  from  a 
script  to  be  prepared  by  Wead.  It  rolls  March  1. 

Technically 

Howard  Hughes 

PEKKY  FEKGl'SON  named  ait  director  on 
“The  Outlaw.” 

Metro 

HAKOld)  F.  KllESS  named  film  editor  on 
“Rage  in  Heaven,”  the  Robert  Montgomery 
starrer. 

JOHN  DET'LIE  set  as  art  director  on  “Andy 
Hardy’s  Private  Secretary.” 

ROBERT  PLANCK  to  lens  “A  Woman’s  Face.’' 

HOWARD  CAMPBELL  designing  sets  for  “The 
Trial  of  Mary  Dugan.” 

GEORGE  MACON  set  as  technical  director  on 
“Billy  the  Kid.” 

ROBERT  J.  liERN  to  edit  “Billy  the  Kid.” 

MEL  BROWN  set  as  art  director  on  “Billy  the 
Kid.” 

DAN  CATHCART  named  art  director  on  “Dr. 
Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde.” 

Paramount 

BERT  GLENNON  to  photograph  "One  Night 
in  Lisbon.” 

RKO  Radio 

JOHN  CASS  named  sound  man  on  “The  Devil 
and  Miss  Jones.” 

HUGH  MacDOWELL  set  as  sound  man  on 
“Show  Business.”  ROBERT  DE  GRASSE  is  the 
cameraman;  THERON  WARTH,  film  editor;  ED- 
WARD DONOHUE,  assistant  director;  and  CAR- 
ROLL  CLARK,  associate  art  director. 

Universal 

RICHARD  REIDEL  named  art  director  on 
“The  Man  Who  Lost  Himself.” 

Warner  Bros. 

TED  SMITH  named  art  director  on  “The  Bride 
Came  C.  O.  D.” 


Producer-Director  Edward  H.  Griffith 
has  returned  to  Paramount  after  a short 
stay  at  Palm  Springs,  where  he  worked 
on  the  script  of  his  next  assignment  . . . 
Recovered  from  the  flu,  Mitchell  Leisen, 
Paramount  director,  is  back  at  the  studio. 
★ 

Harry  Sherman,  producer  of  the  “Hop- 
along  Cassidy”  westerns,  was  the  grand 
marshal  for  the  final  parade  down  ‘‘Santa 
Claus  Lane” — Hollywood  Blvd. — Christ- 
mas Eve.  Riding  with  him  were  Bill  Boyd, 
Preston  Foster,  Andy  Clyde,  Billy  Gilbert, 
Sidney  Miller  and  Anna  May  Wong. 

* 

The  Masquers  held  their  annual  Christ- 
mas party  December  23  with  President 
Robert  Armstrong  and  Pat  O’Brien  in 
charge  of  arrangements  ...  A highway 
accident  near  El  Centro  claimed  the  lives 


Academy  Sets  Deadline  on 
Technicians  Nominations 

A January  13  deadline  has  been  set  by 
the  Academy  Research  Council  on  nomi- 
nations for  scientific  or  technical  achieve- 
ment, winner  of  which  will  receive  an 
award  at  the  annual  Academy  Awards 
banquet  slated  for  some  time  in  February. 

Nominations  are  being  requested  for  de- 
vices, methods,  formulas,  discoveries  or 
inventions  deemed  of  special  and  out- 
standing value  and  which  were  actually 
employed  in  the  industry  during  1940. 
The  nominations  may  be  made  by  any  in- 
dividual, organization  or  company  and  will 
be  considered  by  the  Research  Council. 

Provisions  have  been  made  in  Award 
rules  for  the  appointment  of  special  sub- 
committees of  technical  experts  in  each 
classification  to  assist  the  Council  in  ap- 
praising the  technical  value  of  each  nomi- 
nation. Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  Council  chair- 
man, has  urged  that  nominations  be  con- 
sidered from  an  “impartial  industry 
standpoint.” 

Meantime  the  Academy  Award  rules 
committee,  which  met  recently  to  add  two 
new  awards  to  the  general  list,  will  con- 
vene again  early  in  January.  At  that  time 
a dinner  arrangements  committee  will  be 
appointed  to  select  the  exact  date  and 
locale  of  the  yearly  banquet  and  presen- 
tations event. 

Joseph  I.  Breen,  production  code  ad- 
ministrator, who  left  for  New  York  on  a 
combined  business-pleasure  trip  last  week, 
will  return  here  about  mid-January.  He 
is  spending  the  Christmas  holidays  in 
Philadelphia  with  his  family. 


UARL  IVEYI,  named  art  director  on  “Winged 
Victory.” 

DONALD  SIEGAL  directing  second  unit  on 
“Knockout.” 

ERNEST  HALLER  replaces  TONY  GAUDIO  as 
cameraman  on  “The  Great  Lie,”  Gaudio  going 
out  with  influenza. 

'I'HOMAS  PRATT  to  edit  “Murder  on  the  Sec- 
ond Floor.” 

RICHARD  MAYBERRY  named  assistant  di- 
rector on  “Miss  Wheelwright  Discovers  America,” 
which  Curtis  Bernhardt  will  pilot. 

IjOU  BAUM  set  as  unit  manager  on  “Thirty 
Days  Hath  September.” 

JAMES  WONG  HOM'E  to  lens  “The  Bride  Came 
C.  O.  D.” 

LOU  BAUM  named  unit  manager  on  “Miss 
Wheelwright  Discovers  America.” 

JESSE  HIBBS  set  as  assistant  director  on 
“Winged  Victory.” 

ERNEST  HALLER  to  photograph  “Miss  Wheel- 
wright Discovers  America.” 

JACK  SAFER  named  unit  manager  on  “Winged 
Victory.” 

AL  ALLEBORN  set  as  unit  manager  on  “The 
Bride  Came  C.  O.  D.” 

FRANK  HEATH  named  assistant  director  on 
“The  Bride  Came  C.  O.  D.” 


of  Nathanael  West,  scenarist,  and  his  wife 
Eileen.  They  were  returning  from  a hunt- 
ing trip  in  Mexico. 

★ 

The  Darryl  Zanucks  and  their  children, 
and  Norma  Shearer  and  her  two  children, 
spent  Christmas  at  Sun  Valley  . . . The 
body  of  F.  Scott  Fitzgerald,  novelist  and 
screen  writer,  has  been  shipped  to  Balti- 
more for  funeral  services  and  burial.  He 
died  of  a heart  attack  at  the  age  of  44 
and  is  survived  by  a widow  and  daughter 
. . . Jack  Benny,  Mary  Livingstone,  Phil 
Harris  and  Don  Wilson  have  returned  from 
New  York. 

if 

Madeleine  S.  White,  Monogram’s  execu- 
tive secretary,  motored  to  Dallas  to  spend 
the  holidays  with  friends.  She  will  return 
here  early  in  January. 


Third  Writing  Award 
To  List  of  Kudos 


Highlight  of  a meeting  of  the  Award 
Rules  Committee  planning  details  of  the 
forthcoming  Academy  Award  banquet,  was 
the  decision  to  add  a third  writing  award 
to  the  list  of  kudos  to  be  presented  this 
year.  The  new  award  is  for  the  “best 
original  screenplay,  the  writer  or  wi’iters 
of  which  are  also  authors  of  the  original 
story.” 

Addition  was  made  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  Screen  Writers  Guild.  Other  writing 
awards  are  for  the  best  original  motion 
picture  story  and  for  the  best-written 
screenplay. 

Another  new  award  is  for  art  direction 
in  connection  with  films  done  in  color, 
the  committee  unanimously  agreeing  that 
because  of  the  tremendous  development  of 
color  in  films  such  an  award  should  be 
presented. 

Aside  from  the  two  new  awards,  honors 
will  again  be  accorded  for  the  same  classi- 
fications as  last  year — best  production, 
best  actor,  actress,  supporting  actor  and 
actress,  best  direction,  art  direction  on 
black-and-white  films,  black-and-white 
and  color  cinematography  awards,  sound 
recording,  short  subjects,  film  editing  and 
music. 

Various  technical  group  representatives 
recommended  to  the  awards  committee 
that  the  rules  of  last  year  be  enforced 
again. 

Pinal  balloting  on  acting,  directing, 
writing  and  best  production  awards  will  be 
by  more  than  10,000  members  of  the  in- 
dustry. Class  A members  of  the  SAG  will 
nominate  for  the  acting  awards;  Class  A 
and  B members,  writers,  directors,  pro- 
ducers, technicians  and  Academy  mem- 
bers will  vote  on  the  final  selection.  Direc- 
tors will  nominate  for  directing  honors  and 
qualified  SWG  members  will  nominate  for 
writing  honors. 

Jack  Warner,  Edward  Arnold  and 
Charles  Brackett  comprise  a sub-commit- 
tee to  make  recommendations  for  special 
awards.  The  rules  committee  has  author- 
ized the  Academy  board  of  governors  to 
handle  the  selection  of  the  winner  of  the 
Irving  Thalberg  Memorial  Award,  given 
annually  for  “the  most  consistent  high 
quality  of  production  achievement  by  an 
individual  producer,  based  on  pictures  he 
has  personally  produced  during  the  pre- 
ceding year.” 
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THE  purported  interests  of  Exhibitor  Joe 

Lawrence  in  Andy  Floor’s  new  Lake 
Theatre  have  been  emphatically  denied. 
Andy  Floor  has  had  the  Lake,  formerly 
known  as  the  Roxy,  for  many  years,  and 
has  been  the  only  manager  to  keep  this 
theatre  open  with  vaudeville  and  pictures 
consecutively  for  a considerable  length  of 
time  . . . Stan  Worthen,  business  manager 
for  the  operators  union,  has  been  ill  for 
several  days,  and  is  just  returning  to  busi- 
ness activities. 

Her  preview  junket  in  New  Mexico  was 
abruptly  halted  when  Olivia  de  Havilland 
returned  to  her  home  in  Hollywood  on  a 
stretcher,  having  been  stricken  during  a 
celebration  markmg  the  Warner  premiere 
of  ‘‘Santa  Fe  Trail,”  her  latest  film.  Lat- 
est reports  were  that  she  was  recuperating 
. . . The  new  Academy  Theatre  in  Provo, 
Utah,  scheduled  for  opening  on  or  before 
January  15,  is  nearing  completion.  It  will 
seat  800. 

Ellen  Anderson,  19-year-old  Salt  Lake 
City  girl,  was  signed  to  a film  contract  by 
Boris  Morros,  Paramount  producer.  Morros 
arrived  in  this  city  to  screen  his  latest  ef- 
fort, “Second  Chorus”  for  a group  of  Salt 
Lake  City  theatre  executives  when  he  saw 
Miss  Anderson  in  the  lobby  of  the  Centre. 
Plans  called  for  Miss  Anderson  to  visit 
Hollywood  in  the  immediate  future  for 
tests  and  dramatic  coaching  after  which 
she  is  expected  to  be  assigned  a part  in  a 
forthcoming  Morros  production. 

Manager  Frank  H.  Smith  of  the  local 
Paramount  exchange  is  back  to  the  office 
after  having  been  ill  for  several  days  . . . 
‘‘Buck”  Wade,  just  back  in  from  the  Mon- 
tana territory  where,  he  says,  it  is  ‘‘plenty 
cold.”  The  Universal  salesmen  are  all  tak- 
ing their  vacations  from  December  21  to 
January  4.  “The  Trail  of  the  Vigilantes,” 
and  “The  Bank  Dick”  are  two  new  Uni- 
versal releases,  the  former  being  a story 
of  Montana  . . . “Flight  Command”  was 
screened  for  the  trade  here  a few  days  ago 
and  eyithusiastically  acclaimed. 

Manager  Sam  Gardner  is  continuing  his 
extended  sales  trip  throughout  Montana 
for  M-G-M  . . . The  Ada  Theatre  in  Boise, 
Ida.,  reopens  Christmas  Day,  we  learn 
from  the  Intermountain  Theatres  Corp. 
here  . . . Charles  Alderson,  former  man- 
ager of  the  Capitol  in  Salt  Lake  City,  is 
now  manager  of  the  Ada  at  Boise,  and  the 
management  of  the  Boise  'Theatre  is  to  be 
resumed  by  Nevin  McCord  who  also  is  in 
charge  of  the  Granada  there. 

Harry  Kerrer  of  the  Capitol  exchange  in 
this  city  is  among  those  who  have  been  ill 
in  this  territory  of  late  . . . Manager  Clar- 
ence Wicks  of  Mercury  is  in  from  the  ter- 
ritory . . . Manager  Bill  Seib  reports  that 
Columbia’s  “Arizona”  opens  at  the  Centre 
here  New  Year’s  Eve;  also  at  Idaho  Falls 


NEW  YEAR'S  GREETINGS 
Erom  the  Los  Angeles 
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"Miss  Bishop"  Debul 
For  Lincoln,  Neb. 


Hollywood — Premiere  of  Richard  Row- 
land’s “Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop,”  starring 
Martha  Scott,  has  been  set  for  January 
14  in  Lincoln,  Neb.  The  midwestern  city 
was  chosen  because  it  is  the  site  of  the 
University  of  Nebraska,  around  which  the 
story  is  built.  Murphy  McHenry,  who  is 
handling  exploitation  on  the  United  Art- 
ists release  for  Rowland,  has  engaged 
Gabe  Yorke  to  head  the  campaign  in  Lin- 
coln. Yorke  is  now  in  the  midwest  work- 
ing out  preliminaiY  details. 

Two  days  later  20th  Century-Fox’s 
“Hudson’s  Bay”  makes  its  world  bow  via 
seven  simultaneous  showings  in  western 
Canada.  Cities  in  which  screenings  will 
be  held  include  Victoria,  Vancouver,  Ed- 
monton, Regina,  Saskatoon,  Calgary  and 
Winnipeg.  Tieups  have  been  effected  with 
the  Hudsons’  Bay  Company  and  with  Fa- 
mous Players-Canadian  whereby  the  trad- 
ing company  wUl  use  its  stores,  employes 
and  stock  of  historical  objects  to  bally- 
hoo the  showings.  The  picture  begins  runs 
in  eastern  Canada  January  26. 

To  Little  America 

Something  new  in  “premieres”  is 
planned  by  Paramount  for  “Virginia,”  the 
Madeleine  Carroll-Fred  MacMurray  co- 
starrer.  In  addition  to  making  its  debut 
at  the  Paramount  Theatre  in  New  York 
January  22,  the  Edward  H.  Griffith  pro- 
duction will  also  be  shown  at  Little  Ameri- 
ca, antarctic  base  of  Rear  Admiral  Rich- 
ard E.  Byrd,  himself  a native  Virginian. 

A print  will  be  transported  to  the  south 
pole  via  a supply  ship  from  New  Zealand. 

“Flight  From  Destiny,”  in  which  Thom- 
as Mitchell  stars  for  Warner,  was  given 
its  world  premiere  Christmas  Day  at  the 
Four  Star  Theatre  here.  Stage  appear- 
’ances  were  made  by  Mitchell,  Geraldine 
Fitzgerald  and  other  members  of  the 
cast. 

Warner  will  stage  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia premiere  of  “Santa  Fe  Trail”  at 
the  Hollywood  and  Downtown  theatres 
here  New  Year’s  Day.  It  is  booked  as  a 
single-bill  for  an  extended  run. 

RKO  Radio’s  “Kitty  Foyle”  made  its 
world  debut  at  the  Boyd  Theatre  in  Pitts- 
burgh December  27. 


in  the  Rio  at  Christmas  time,  and  at  the 
Rialto  at  Boise,  Christmas  Day. 

Lon  T.  Fidler,  district  manager  for 
Monogram,  still  is  recuperating  from  a pro- 
longed illness,  and  is  at  his  home  in  Den- 
ver, expecting  to  return  to  business  duties 
after  the  first  of  the  year,  we  are  informed 
by  W.  W.  McKendrick,  branch  manager  in 
Salt  Lake  . . . Connie  Rose  returned  from 
Denver  where  he  has  been  with  his  Mono- 
gram product,  and  will  spend  the  holidays 
in  Salt  Lake. 

A hold-over  here  is  “Tin  Pan  Alley”  at 
the  Centre  ...  All  of  the  local  theatres  are 
artistically  decorated  for  the  holidays  and 
are  offering  special  programs  . . . Man- 
ager G.  S.  Pinnell  of  the  Sheffield-Repub- 
lic  offices  is  returning  from  southern  Utah. 
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jyjIKE  NEWMAN,  Columbia  exploiteer, 
is  in  from  Seattle  and  Portland  . . . 
A1  Minor,  theatre  operator  in  Burbank, 
down  with  the  flu  . . . A1  Bowman,  Uni- 
versal salesman  in  San  Francisco,  spent 
the  Christmas  holidays  here  ...  In  for 
bookings:  Jack  Goldberg  of  the  Bronstein 
circuit;  A.  Molina,  operator  of  the  Placen- 
tia Theatre  in  Placentia;  Harvey  Levinson 
of  the  Cozy  . . . Ben  Fish,  western  district 
manager  for  United  Artists,  is  the  only  UA 
district  chief  retaining  his  post  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  recent  shakeup.  Other  district 
heads  have  been  transferred  to  different 
territories  but  Fish  will  remain  here. 

On  the  Row:  Mrs.  Foster  Jackson,  Elsi- 
nore Theatre,  Elsinore,  came  in  with  a new 
Packard;  Hugh  Bruen,  in  from  Whittier; 
Ben  Bronstein,  head  man  at  the  Bronstein 
circuit  . . . Fred  Gage,  United  Artists  sales- 
man, spent  a few  days  in  the  Arizona  ter- 
ritory on  business  . . . Murray  Fisher, 
branch  manager  for  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.,  has  been  home  with  the  flu.  Sam 
Nathanson,  PRC’s  general  sales  manager, 
is  in  Chicago  on  business  . . . Mike  Levin- 
son, independent  distributor,  back  in  town 
after  a jaunt  to  San  Francisco  . . . Herb 
McIntyre,  western  district  manager  for 
RKO,  hopped  off  for  a tour  of  the  north- 
ern territory. 

Howard  Stubbins,  Monogram’s  Pacific 
Coast  franchise  holder,  will  leave  shortly 
after  New  Year’s  to  attend  a meeting  of 
the  company’s  franchise  distributors  in  St. 
Louis,  scheduled  for  January  4-5  . . . Nor- 
man Newman,  Columbia  office  manager, 
left  for  Albuquerque,  N.  M.,  to  join  his 
father,  Nathan  Newman,  and  arrange  for 
funeral  services  for  his  brother  Sam, 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident  while  en 
route  here  for  the  holidays.  The  elder  New- 
man was  seriously  injured  in  the  mishap. 

Exploitation  plans  for  “Love  Thy  Neigh- 
bor” and  other  forthcoming  Paramount 
releases  were  discussed  here  at  a meeting 
of  the  company’s  western  office  managers, 
with  George  A.  Smith,  western  district 
manager,  presiding.  Attending  were  Chet 
Bell,  Denver;  Neil  East,  San  Francisco; 
Morris  Segel,  Seattle;  Al  Anderson,  Port- 
land; Frank  Smith,  Salt  Lake  City,  and 
Duke  Clark  of  the  local  Paramount  office 
. . . Al  O’Keefe,  Universal’s  western  dis- 
trict manager,  is  in  Portland  for  a few 
days. 

After  more  than  six  years  here  as  coast 
representative  for  Fox  Movietone  News, 
Jack  A.  Darrock  has  been  transferred  to 
the  New  York  office.  He  is  being  replaced 
here  by  Arthur  De  Titta,  who  for  two 
years  was  assistant  to  the  European  gen- 
eral manager  . . . Heavy  rains  locally  have 
cut  seriously  into  Filmrow  activity  . . . 
Herb  McIntyre,  western  district  manager 
for  RKO  Radio,  is  back  from  a trip  to  San 
Francisco. 

Funeral  services  and  burial  were  held  in 
Ventura  for  Ted  Lynch,  47,  of  the  National 
Theatre  Supply  Co.,  who  was  killed  in  an 
automobile  accident  December  15.  Lynch 
is  survived  by  a widow. 


Equip  at  Poplar,  Mont. 

Poplar,  Mont. — Fred  Clark  and  Albert 
Taylor,  manager  and  operator  respective- 
ly, have  installed  new  projection  equip- 
ment at  the  Fort  Theatre. 


Back  From  Trip 

Sidney,  Mont. — J.  M.  Suckstorff,  man- 
ager of  the  Princess  Theatre,  is  back  from 
a business  trip  to  Salt  Lake  City. 
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Theatremen  Assume 
The  Role  of  Santa 


Los  Angeles — The  needy  in  the  South- 
ern California  territory  found  exhibitors 
in  various  sectors  assuming  a new  role 
befitting  the  Christmas  season — that  of 
Santa  Claus.  Showmen  imbued  with  the 
Yuletide  spirit  scheduled  various  forms  of 
benefit  and  charity  shows,  giving  liberally 
of  their  time,  money  and  facilities  to  in- 
sure a happy  holiday  for  many  who  other- 
wise would  have  been  neglected. 

In  Santa  Monica,  for  example,  A1  Han- 
sen turned  over  his  Wilshire  Theatre  to 
the  Elks’  Club  for  that  organization’s  an- 
nual benefit.  Many  Hollywood  stars  were 
in  attendance,  including  Rudy  Vallee,  Cary 
Grant,  Lana  ’Turner,  Ann  Gillis,  Phil  Re- 
gan and  Betty  Brewer. 

A1  Galston  and  Jay  Sutton  held  their 
sixth  annual  Christmas  show  at  the  Mar- 
cal  in  Hollywood,  at  which  the  admission 
price  was  packaged  or  canned  foodstuffs 
— all  of  which  was  turned  over  to  the 
Children’s  Hospital.  St.  Nick  in  person 
was  one  of  the  attractions. 

In  similar  vein  were  special  shows  pro- 
moted at  the  Ebell  in  Long  Beach  by  Dave 
Rector,  with  foodstuffs  the  entry  fee  and 
proceeds  going  to  various  charity  organi- 
zations in  that  sector;  and  in  Oceanside, 
where  Fred  Siegel  turned  over  his  Palo- 
mar  to  local  civic  clubs  for  a pre-Christ- 
mas benefit. 

The  Christmas  season  is  also  providing 
some  examples  of  timely  showmanship. 
Stanley  Meyer,  Fox  West  Coast’s  city  man- 
ager in  Glendale,  has  inaugurated  “shop- 
pers’ matinees’’  at  the  Alexander,  con- 
sidered justified  because  of  heavy  street 
traffic  during  the  holidays.  The  Para- 
mount exchange  reports  considerable  in- 
terest is  being  shown  by  exhibitors  in  re- 
peat bookings  of  “Gulliver’s  ’Ti’avels,”  fea- 
ture-length cartoon  first  released  last 
Christmas,  while  M-G-M  disclosed  similar 
inquiries  are  being  made  concerning  book- 
ings of  “A  Christmas  Carol.” 

Contributing  further  to  the  spirit  of  the 
season,  FWC’s  Westcoasters  held  their  an- 
nual Christmas  party  December  21  at  the 
Ambassador  Hotel.  Proceeds  went  to  pur- 
chase baskets  of  food  and  gifts  for  the 
needy. 


Fox  West  Coast  Installs 
"lunior"  Price  Scale 

Los  Angeles — Fox  West  Coast  has  in- 
augurated a special  “junior”  admission 
scale  for  Southern  California-Arizona 
houses,  lowering  the  price  for  patrons  be- 
tween 12  and  16  years  of  age  from  the 
full-price  rate. 

In  first-run  theatres  admission  for 
customers  in  this  age  bracket  now  stands 
at  20  cents,  plus  tax,  till  1 p.  m.,  25  cents 
plus  tax  thereafter,  instead  of  the  adult 
rate  of  55  cents.  In  the  40-cent,  35-cent, 
30-cent  and  25-cent  houses,  tickets  for  the 
12-to-16-year-old  patrons  has  been  set  at 
15  cents. 


Would  Halt  a Giveaway 
In  Portland  Theatres 

Portland,  Ore. — Suit  was  filed  in  the 
local  courts  to  restrain  the  Hamrick-Ever- 
green Theatres  Corp.  from  continuing  their 
“Barrel  O’  Gold”  giveaway  at  the  Oriental 
and  Hollywood  theatres. 

The  trial  has  been  set  for  two  weeks 
hence. 


THE  Xmas  spirit  was  everywhere.  Down- 
town stores  reported  their  best  business 
in  years.  Theatres  not  so  good.  But  the 
good  fellowship  among  the  show  busi- 
ness here  is  wonderful.  Hamrick-Ever- 
green employes  and  executives  held  a 
grand  get-together  at  the  Olympic  Hotel. 
Paramount  gang  left  the  exchange  for  din- 
ner on  the  highway  and  wound  up  the 
affair  at  the  Film  Club.  United  Artists 
held  their  party  at  the  Ranch.  Warner 
Bros.,  under  the  direction  of  Manager  Bill 
Shartin,  held  their  dinner  and  present- 
swapping in  the  Film  Club  quarters.  Uni- 
versal celebrated  in  the  exchange.  B.  F. 
Shearer  gang  did  things  in  a big  way  on 
the  lower  floor  of  the  office.  RKO  took 
over  the  Film  Club  for  an  evening.  Metro 
gang  went  out  to  a highway  rendezvous. 
Fox  exchange  likewise.  Monogram  held 
open  house.  At  Republic,  J.  T.  Sheffield 
held  open  house  and  employes  exchanged 
presents.  National  Screen  held  a party  in 
their  quarters.  Columbia  gang  reporting  a 
swell  time. 

Two  big  gatherings  last  week.  First  was 
the  farewell  dinner  to  Dwight  Spracher, 
who  has  been  transferred  from  the  local 
Paramount  branch  to  Sa7i  Francisco  where 
he  will  rejoin  his  old  boss,  Neal  East.  Ben 
Shearer  presided  in  place  of  Frank 
Christie,  president  of  the  Film  Club  who 
was  laid  up  with  flu.  Various  members  of 
show  business  gave  Dwight  a big  send-off. 
Highlight  was  the  description  of  Dwight’s 
life  from  birth  to  the  preserit  by  L.  J.  Mc- 
Ginley.  A miniature  stage  with  a draw 
curtain  ivas  used  to  display  the  various 
cartoons.  Joe  Cooper  did  the  curtain  pull- 
ing. Mike  Barovic,  exhibitor  from  Ta- 
coma, was  called  upon  to  make  the  pre- 
sentation of  two  beautiful  bags  to  Dwight. 
During  the  party,  phone  calls  were  re- 
ceived from  Sa7i  Francisco;  also  many 
wires  and  letters  were  read. 

Second  big  event  was  the  Tubby  Grif- 
fen  goodbye.  Tubby,  right  after  the  party, 
pulled  out  along  with  his  wife.  Avis,  for 
Dillingham,  Alaska,  where  they  will  hiber- 
nate for  two  years.  Highlight  of  this  Film 
Club  gathering  was  the  screening  of  600 
feet  of  16mm  shots  of  events  in  Alaska. 
These,  all  taken  by  Griffen,  were  in  Tech- 
nicolor. Many  beautiful  scenes  were  shown, 
especially  the  shots  of  the  husky  dogs  feed- 
ing their  puppies.  Snow  scenes  and  planes 
landing  on  the  snow  with  skiis  were  amaz- 
ing. Comedy  shots  of  a drunken  Eskimo 
who  was  followed  by  the  camera  for  about 
a mile.  The  Griffens  run  the  theatre  and 
various  other  enterprises  in  Dillingham. 
Attending  the  party  were  Peggy  Brad- 
ford, who  owns  most  of  Dillingham  and 
who  is  the  sister  of  Griffen,  and  Helen 
Bender,  wife  of  the  late  Bob  Bender,  and 
of  the  newspaper,  the  Juneau  Empire. 

Art  Bishell  held  a special  celebration  of 
his  own  along  with  his  wife.  This  couple 
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recalled  memories  as  they  talked  over  their 
35  years  of  married  bliss.  A grand  pair 
and  may  they  have  many  more  anniversa- 
ries . . . The  Universal  exchange  is  taking 
it  on  the  chin  from  flu.  Three  of  the  staff 
are  home.  The  victims:  Eddie  Briggs,  head 
shipper;  Dick  Ackles,  advertising  sales, 
and  Dorothy  Colson  of  the  contract  de- 
partment . . . Eva  Schaub  of  Walla  Walla, 
sister  of  Katherme  Brobeck,  in  town  on 
her  honeymoo7i  en  route  to  California 
where  she  will  make  her  home.  She  is  now 
Mrs.  Reed  Huneke.  Mrs.  Brobeck  got  a 
disappointment  during  her  present  sick- 
ness. Expecting  to  go  home  from  the  hos- 
pital, she  was  detained  owing  to  a bad  cold 
. . . Dot  Cooper  nursing  a sprained  wrist 
which  she  acquired  while  trying  to  hide 
Xmas  gifts. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Ewing  are  winter 
vacationing  in  New  York  . . . A1  O’Keefe, 
western  district  manager  for  Universal, 
in  town  and  attending  the  Spracher  fare- 
well . . . The  Island  Theatre  at  Friday 
Harbor  will  change  hands  early  in  Janu- 
ary. The  present  owner,  George  Endert 
jr.,  is  turning  over  his  bookings  to  Clar- 
ence Spangler,  the  new  operator.  George 
will  enter  the  contracting  business  . . . 
Sammy  Siegel,  the  UA  flack,  to  Vancouver 
for  “Bagdad”  . . . Mary  Miles  off  to  Fair- 
banks, Alaska,  to  fill  a three-month  con- 
tract in  a night  club  . . . Morrie  Nimmer 
back  to  Wenatchee  after  a visit  here  book- 
ing pictures  . . . Word  from  Hollywood 
that  Cliff  Lewis  has  resigned  as  Para- 
mount director  of  publicity.  He  is  suc- 
ceeded by  George  Browne.  Also  joining  the 
Paramount  staff  will  be  Blake  McVeigh, 
who  will  be  in  charge  of  press  relations. 

Jim  Root,  assistant  to  Joe  Cooper  of  the 
Film  Club,  apart  from  getting  acquamted 
with  members,  is  busy  snappmg  candid 
pictures  of  the  gaiig.  California  visitors 
dropping  into  the  club  remember  Jim  from 
the  Swing  Club  there  . . . Eddie  and  Zella 
Lamb  getting  the  good  news  that  Zella 
will  be  able  to  use  her  fractured  leg  soon 
. . . Lloyd  Lamb  writing  from  Chicago 
and  sending  a newspaper  clipping  telling 
of  the  Hilton  Sisters.  Both  confined  to  a 
hospital  because  one  of  them  is  sick. 
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Fox  Paramount  Signs 
"Hopalonq"  Series 


^HRISTMAS  week  on  Filmrow  is  always 
quiet  and  this  year  is  no  exception. 
Several  filmites  went  elsewhere  to  spend 
the  holidays.  Walter  Wessling  went  to  Los 
Angeles  to  visit  his  daughter,  Agnes  Mac- 
Rae  to  Seattle  to  attend  the  UA  Xmas 
party  and  visit  friends.  Tom  Shearer  went 
to  Seattle  on  business,  but  returned  to 
spend  the  holidays  with  the  home  folks. 

The  flu  took  a fling  at  the  majority  of 
exchange  and  theatre  people  and  they 
spent  from  one  day  to  a week  m bed.  It 
would  be  easier  to  list  those  who  escaped 
the  epidemic,  but  a portion  of  the  sufferers 
were:  Bob  White,  June  Victor,  F.  J.  Becker, 
Ronald  Burroughs,  Jack  Kloepper,  Kirk 
McGowan,  Phil  Johnson,  Bill  Graeper  jr., 
Sylvia  Schmer,  Katherine  Marshall  and 
Eva  Beeler. 

Phil  Carlin  jr.,  child  prodigy  organist, 
played  a nine-day  engagement  at  the 
Paramount  Theatre  and  then  moved  to 
the  Broadway  for  two  appearances  in  be- 
half of  the  Sunshine  division  of  the  Port- 
land police  bureau.  Admission  to  the 
theatre  that  day  was  a can  of  fruit  or 
vegetables  and  a truck  hauled  it  from  the 
theatre  to  the  police  bureau.  The  Granada 
held  a canned  goods  show  and  donated 
the  proceeds  to  the  Sunshine  bureau. 

Portland  visitors  during  the  week  includ- 
ed Lou  Ebert  of  Madras,  George  Dicken- 
son, Molalla;  Denzel  Piercy,  Prineville; 
Charley  Skiens,  Burns;  Bob  Mattecheck, 
McMinnville;  Ray  Henderson,  Albany;  Sid 
Phillips,  Pendleton,  and  Ben  Ashe,  ex-gen- 
eral manager  for  Bennie  Berger  Theatres 


of  Minneapolis,  was  in  town  visiting 
friends. 

Della  Ralston,  Fox  inspectress,  returned 
home  from  the  hospital  where  she  has 
been  confined  following  an  operation.  All 
her  friends  extend  their  hopes  for  a speedy 
recovery. 

A familiar  figure  came  back  to  Filmrow 
and  announced  he  was  tired  of  retirement. 
He  is  Walter  Tebbets,  and  the  report  is 
out  that  he  wouldn’t  mind  buying  a thea- 
tre ..  . Altec,  sound  service  engineers,  have 
become  settled  in  their  new  quarters  at 
1935  N.  W.  Kearney  Street  in  Portland. 

Jesse  Jones’  new  Cadillac  was  parked 
prominently  nearly  every  day  last  week, 
but  Jess  swears  he  wasn’t  trying  to  make 
anyone  jealous,  but  that  he  was  proud  of 
his  chariot  . . . A.  O.  Jones  is  all  smiles 
these  days  as  the  people  of  Portland  are 
frequenting  his  new  Vista  in  the  North- 
west part  of  town  . . . Frank  Talbert  is 
getting  his  newly  acquired  Aladdin  Thea- 
tre shined  up  for  the  new  year  business 
. . . Tom  Shearer  advised  that  his  firm 
would  install  new  sound  and  new  ma- 
chines in  the  Gaiety  . . . The  Third  Ave- 
nue Theatre  recently  completed  the  in- 
stallation of  a snappy  marquee. 

Nearly  all  the  exchanges  had  a Christ- 
mas party  for  their  employes.  Xmas 
bonuses,  if  any,  and  other  gifts  were  ex- 
changed ...  To  all  our  subscribers  and 
friends  the  column  ivishes  to  extend  holi- 
day greetings. 


Denver — Chet  Bell,  Paramount  exchange 
manager,  has  closed  a deal  for  Harry 
Sherman’s  “Hopalong  Cassidy”  westerns, 
starring  Bill  Boyd,  to  play  first  run  at 
the  Paramount  Theatre,  ace  house  of  the 
Pox  Intermountain  chain.  First  to  appear 
under  the  deal  is  “Doomed  Caravan,”  to 
open  in  January. 

Bell  has  been  conferring  with  Myke 
Lewis,  sales  manager  for  Sherman  Pro- 
ductions, who  is  on  an  extended  trip 
through  the  western  territory. 
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FLIGHT  FROM  DESTINY  (WB)— Discriminaf- 
ing  patrons  will  iind  the  film  engrossing 
and  will  undoubtedly  be  loud  in  their 
praises  of  its  approach  to  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent celluloid  theme — is  there  such  a 
thing  as  a “socially  useful"  murder? — but 
it  is  doubtful  if  it  will  hold  sufficient  in- 
terest for  the  majority  to  elevate  it  to  the 
financial  hit  class.  Geraldine  Fitzgerald, 
Thomas  Mitchell,  Jeffrey  Lynn.  Vincent 
Sherman  directed. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages.  6x9.  illustrated,  $3.5u 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Misseuri 
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One  in  Stretch  for 
Barney  Balaban 


Chicago — Balaban  & Katz  circuit  man- 
agers went  into  the  home  stretch  of  the 
1940  season  with  a united  effort  to  go 
over  the  top  in  the  local  Barney  Balaban 
drive. 

As  a constant  reminder  of  the  cam- 
paign, all  managers  and  executives  wore 
bumble-bee  buttons  and  evei’y  conceivable 
means  of  exploitation  and  promotion 
“gimmicks”  were  employed  to  “bring  home 
the  bacon  for  Mr.  Barney.” 

One  of  the  outstanding  stunts  in  the 
outlying  sectors  was  a special  American- 
ism morning  show  promotion,  with  mana- 
gers cooperating  with  merchants  who 
sponsored  the  programs  in  the  interest  of 
patriotism.  The  merchants  purchased  and 
distributed  tickets  to  youngsters  in  the 
neighborhood  while  the  theatre  arranged 
appropriate  feature  and  short  program  as 
well  as  stage  participation  of  local  Legion 
posts. 

Another  promotion  event  which  proved 
highly  successful  was  the  special  morning 
Christmas  show  tieup  between  theatres 
and  large  local  merchants,  with  the  stores 
standing  the  cost  of  the  show  as  a treat 
for  their  customers. 

The  Barney  Balaban  drive  committee  is 
headed  by  Harry  Lustgarten  and  includes 
Dave  Balaban,  north  side  theatres;  Dave 
Wallenstein,  south  side  and  loop  theatres; 
Abe  Platt,  northwest  side;  Harry  Wein- 
garten,  west  side,  and  Jack  Sampson, 
Evanston. 

In  inaugurating  the  drive,  the  committee 
addressed  to  all  B&K  managers  a “jumbo” 
telegram  saying;  “A  message  so  big,  so  im- 
portant, we  are  sending  it  to  you  in  the 
speediest  way  possible.  The  big  drive  is 
on.  Make  it  a fighting  finish  for  ’40.” 


Chicago's  Film  Council 
Lists  Many  for  Adults 

Chicago — The  Better  Films  Council  has 
issued  a new  list  of  pictures  it  recom- 
mends for  family  and  adult  consumption. 

Pictures  recommended  for  “mature” 
audiences;  Columbia’s  “Angels  Over  Broad- 
way,” Paramount’s  “Arise,  My  Love,”  20th 
Century-Fox’s  “Elsa  Maxwell’s  Public  Deb 
No.  1,”  M-G-M’s  “Escape”  and  “Haunted 
Honeymoon,”  Warner’s  “The  Letter,” 
Monogram’s  “Phantom  of  Chinatown,” 
Universal’s  “Seven  Sinners,”  and  M-G-M’s 
“Women  in  Hiding.” 

Pictures  recommended  for  family  at- 
tendance; Rene  Clair’s  “Break  the  News,” 
Warner’s  “A  Dispatch  From  Reuter’s,” 
RKO’s  “Dreaming  Out  Loud,”  Columbia’s 
“Howards  of  ’Virginia,”  M-G-M’s  “Little 
Nellie  Kelly,”  20th  Century-Fox’s  “The 
Mark  of  Zorro,”  Universal’s  “Meet  the 
Wildcat,”  and  RKO’s  “Queen  of  Destiny” 
and  “You’ll  Find  Out.” 


Third  House  in  Seymour 
Is  Acquired  by  Switow 

Seymour,  Ind. — Their  third  theatre  was 
acquired  here  recently  by  the  Switow  cir- 
cuit with  the  conclusion  of  a transac- 
tion for  the  Vondee  with  H.  P.  Vonder- 
schmitt  of  Bloomington. 

The  deal  was  announced  by  Harry  M. 
Palmer,  resident  manager  for  the  cir- 
cuit. Switow  also  operates  the  Little  and 
Majestic  theatres  locally. 


Riding  Through  Chi — 

A group  of  stars  pause  in  Chicago  en 
route  east  to  the  premiere  of  Jack 
Benny’s  latest  picture,  “Love  Thy 
Neighbor.”  Front,  left  to  right,  are 
Mary  Livingstone,  Mary  Kelly,  Phil 
Harris,  and  Mrs.  Henry  Fonda,  wife  of 
the  actor,  who  met  the  party  on  the 
train.  Rear  left  are  Mayor  Mancel 
Talcott  of  Waukegan,  Benny’s  home 
town,  who  came  down  to  meet  him, 
and  Benny. 


Absolved  of  Charge  of 
Breaching  Contract 

Milwaukee — The  Fox-Wisconsin  Co. 
was  absolved  of  alleged  breach  of  con- 
tract in  its  operation  of  the  Oriental  and 
Tower  theatres  here  from  1934  to  1937  as 
charged  by  the  M-L-A  Investment  Co.  in 
a decision  handed  down  by  Circuit  Judge 
Gustave  G.  Gehrz  here. 

The  plaintiff  charged  that  while  Fox 
operated  the  houses,  it  waived  clearance 
on  pictures  in  favor  of  its  Downer  and 
State  theatres  to  the  injury  of  the  Ori- 
ental and  Tower. 

The  court  held  that  there  was  nothing 
to  show  that  the  public  was  aware  of  the 
fact  that  they  could  see  the  same  pictures 
at  the  Downer  and  State  before  they  were 
able  to  book  them  imder  the  existing  zon- 
ing and  clearance  schedule  and  that  Fox- 
Wisconsin  faithfully  performed  its  duties 
and  obligations  toward  the  plaintiff. 

The  matter  of  damages  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  court,  which  ruled  that 
the  evidence  failed  to  show  any  damages 
to  the  plaintiff.  Judge  Gehrz  had  the 
case  under  advisement  for  two  months. 


Projectionist  Suffers  Burns 
In  St  Elmo  Theatre  Fire 

St.  Elmo,  III. — The  Elmo  Theatre  oper- 
ated by  Paul  Brands  and  seating  250  per- 
sons was  damaged  $7,000  by  a fire  De- 
cember 19.  The  fire  started  in  the  pro- 
jection room  of  the  theatre  and  later 
spread  to  a cafe,  tavern  and  billiard  par- 
lor. 

Patrons  in  the  theatre  escaped  without 
injury,  but  “Chub”  Ralston,  the  projec- 
tionist, suffered  burns  on  his  hands  and 
face  when  the  film  caught  fire. 

Fire  fighting  equipment  was  called 
from  Altamont,  Effingham  and  ’Vandalia 
to  help  fight  the  flames,  which  threaten- 
ed the  entire  business  section  of  the  city. 


Exhibitors  Oppose 
'Gift'  Money  Tax 


Milwaukee — Facing  possible  payment  of 
a tax  on  moneys  paid  out  in  Bank  Night 
and  similar  plans  from  1934  to  1939,  in- 
clusive, exhibitor  representatives  met  at 
Madison  with  Elmer  Barlow,  head  of  the 
state  tax  department,  in  an  effort  to  fore- 
stall such  a levy. 

Those  attending  the  meeting  included 
Harry  Perlewitz,  business  manager  of  the 
ITPA  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan, 
and  Charles  W.  Trampe,  exhibitor  and 
exchangeman,  both  of  Milwaukee,  repre- 
senting the  ITPA  of  Wisconsin;  A.  D. 
Kvool  and  Atty.  C.  F.  Puls  jr.,  represent- 
ing Warner-Saxe  and  Standard  theatres; 
G.  N.  Blatchford  and  Atty.  L.  S.  Clemons, 
representing  Fox-Wisconsin  Amusement 
Co.,  and  Joe  Goetz,  Bank  Night  repre- 
sentative, all  of  Milwaukee. 

The  theatre  men  contended  the  deduc- 
tions made  on  income  tax  returns  during 
the  years  in  question  should  be  allowed 
because  they  had  been  made  in  good  faith 
at  a time  when  the  lottery  was  legal  and 
that  the  sums  paid  out  were  an  expense 
item  in  an  attempt  to  improve  business 
at  the  boxoffice. 

It  was  estimated  that  if  the  exemption 
is  disallowed,  the  state  will  collect  more 
than  $125,000  from  exhibitors  in  the  state. 
State  law  permits  the  tax  department  to 
disallow  illegal  income  tax  deductions  for 
a period  of  six  years  from  the  time  the 
returns  are  filed.  However,  because  of  a 
change  in  the  law  in  1937,  that  year  is 
exempt  from  reassessments. 

Bank  Nights  were  declared  to  be  lot- 
teries in  a decision  of  Circuit  Judge  Rob- 
ert S.  Cowie,  LaCrosse,  in  1939  and  in 
June  of  that  year,  the  state  supreme  court 
upheld  the  ruling.  Shortly  thereafter  ex- 
hibitors dropped  the  games. 

Barlow  took  the  theatre  men’s  appeal 
under  advisement  and  declared  that  a de- 
cision on  the  matter  is  not  likely  for 
“quite  some  time.” 


Prominent  Band  Leaders 
Will  Make  "Soundies" 

Chicago — Three  prominent  band  lead- 
ers have  been  signed  to  make  “soundies,” 
the  three-minute  shorts  shown  in  the 
Panoram  “slot”  machine,  Fred  Mills  of 
the  Soundies  Distributing  Co.  announces. 
The  orchestra  leaders,  Vincent  Lopez,  Will 
Bradley  and  Ray  Kinney,  will  make  the 
films  at  the  Fox  Movietone  Studios  in 
New  York  with  Leonard  and  Hyland  pro- 
ducing. 

Lopez  will  feature  his  vocalist,  Ann  Bar- 
rett, while  the  Ray  Kinney  “soundie”  will 
highlight  the  Aloha  Maids.  Will  Brad- 
ley’s drummer,  Roy  McKinley,  will  be  fea- 
tured in  the  third  “soundie.” 


Lotto  Games  Closed  in 
East  St  Louis  Cleanup 

East  St.  Louis,  III. — All  lotto  games 
which  have  been  operating  here  in  recent 
months  under  the  sponsorship  of  various 
social  and  labor  organizations  have  been 
ordered  closed  by  Chief  of  Police  Michael 
O’Rourke.  The  edict  is  the  part  of  state- 
wide wave  against  gambling. 
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ST.  ILCCIIUIKS 

^HE  St.  Louis  Variety  Club,  under  the 
guidance  of  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  chief 
barker,  and  a special  committee  which  in- 
cludes also  Fred  Wehrenberg,  Louis  An- 
sell,  and  George  L.  Weigand,  has  already 
raised  sufficient  funds  among  the  em- 
ployes of  the  100-odd  theatres  of  St.  Louis 
and  St.  Louis  County  and  the  local  mo- 
tion picture  exchanges,  to  provide  two  mo- 
torized ambulances  for  the  British-Amer- 
ican  Ambulance  Corps.  R.  M.  C.  Ormrod 
of  Ormrod  and  Company,  insurance  un- 
derwriters, affiliated  with  the  famed 
Lloyds  of  London,  is  chairman  of  the  St. 
Louis  branch  of  the  British-American  Am- 
bulance Corps.  Each  ambulance  costs 
$1,050,  fully  equipped  and  crated,  while 
$300  additional  defrays  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance and  repairs  in  England,  The  goal 
of  the  Variety  Club  is  three  ambulances, 
which  will  place  it  in  the  first  rank  among 
the  local  contributing  organizations.  The 
ambulances  are  made  in  America. 


Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  who  is  local  head 
of  the  Fanchon  & Marco  interests,  is  also 
one  of  the  local  donors  to  the  Foster  Par- 
ents’ Plan  for  War  Children,  Inc.,  of  Hew 
York.  This  organization  is  seeking  $150,- 
000  for  refugee  children  from  Great  Brit- 
ain . . . Andrew  Fueger,  who  made  the 
wigs  and  masks  for  every  Veiled  Prophet 
parade  and  hall  conducted  in  St.  Louis 
since  1880  died  here  last  week  at  the  age 
of  80  years. 

Virginia  Morrison,  who  competed  in  a 
national  beauty  contest  at  Atlantic  City 
last  summer  as  “Miss  Missouri”  has  a role 
in  “Three  Men  on  a Horse”  to  be  pre- 
sented by  the  Mummers,  January  10-18 
. . . Mrs.  Joe  Otterson,  wife  of  the  man- 
ager of  the  Varsity  Theatre,  has  under- 
gone a dental  operation  somewhat  simi- 
lar to  that  performed  for  Wally,  Duchess 
of  Windsor  . . . An  automobile  contain- 
ing instruments  of  Joe  Venuti’s  band  up- 
set on  the  icy  streets  in  Boonville,  Mo., 
last  week,  but  the  paraphernalia  escaped 
and  Venuti  kept  a one-night  engagement 
at  Tune  Town  Ballroom  here. 

Estate  of  Charles  J.  Celia,  owner  of  the 
American,  Orphemn  and  Shubert  and  in- 
terested in  various  pieces  of  downtown 
real  estate  was  valued  at  $572,841  in  an 
inventory  filed  last  week  in  the  Probate 
Court  at  Clayton,  Mo.  . . . The  business 
offices  of  Local  No.  143  of  the  Moving  Pic- 
ture and  Projection  Machine  Operators, 
has  been  moved  from  the  Federal  Com- 
merce Trust  Bldg,  at  Broadway  and  Pine 
Sts.,  to  the  Missouri  Theatre  Bldg.,  Grand 
Blvd.  at  Lucas  Ave. 

Harold  W.  (Chick)  Evens,  manager  of 
Loew’s,  celebrated  his  10th  anniversary  in 
that  post  last  week.  Employes  tossed  a 
buffet  luncheon  party  in  honor  of  the  oc- 
casion . . . Charles  Petill,  projectionist  at 
the  Marquette  Theatre,  1806  F^-anklin,  St. 
Louis,  owned  by  Frank  Speros,  died  re- 
cently. He  was  also  interested  with  his 
brother,  A.  P.  Petill,  in  the  ownership  of 
the  Petill  Motion  Pictures  Studio,  a com- 
mercial film  enterprise. 

Entertainment,  Inc.,  has  been  uicorpor- 
ated  with  $1,000  capital  to  give,  manage 
and  supervise  any  and  all  forms  of  legiti- 
mate indoor  and  outdoor  amusements, 
sports,  entertainments,  athletic  exhibitions 
or  similar  enterprises.  Incorporators  were 
Paul  Beisman,  William  M.  Ward  and  Henry 
Hoffman.  Beisman,  who  is  manager  of 
the  American  Theatre,  flew  to  Hew  York 
again  last  week  to  line  up  future  attrac- 
tions for  his  house  . . . The  H.  J.  Griffith 
Realty  Co.  and  H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres, 


Inc.,  both  Delaware  corporations,  have 
been  authorized  to  operate  in  Missouri  as 
foreign  corporations.  Missouri  headquar- 
ters are  in  the  Congress  Bldg.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

Little  Bobs  Watson  recently  received  a 
fan  letter  from  A.  B.  Track,  Freeport,  111., 
banker.  The  letter,  which  praised  the 
youngster’s  various  roles,  asked  that  if 
Bobs  should  see  Spencer  Tracy  about  the 
studio,  to  give  him  the  writer’s  regards. 
Bobs  sought  Tracy  in  the  studio’s  com- 
missary, and  showed  him  the  letter. 
“Swell,”  remarked  Spencer,  “when  you 
answer  the  letter  give  him  my  love.  He’s 
my  uncle.”  . . . The  second  annual  South- 
west Sportsmen’s  Show  will  be  held  at  the 
St.  Louis  Municipal  Auditorium,  February 
8-16.  Last  year’s  show  was  attended  by 
more  than  100,000  persons. 

Old  folks  from  various  institutions  were 
entertained  by  the  Better  Film  Council  of 
Greater  St.  Louis  at  its  annual  Christmas 
Party  at  Fanchon  & Marco’s  Missouri 
Theatre,  the  morning  of  Friday,  December 
20.  After  the  show  each  of  the  old  men 
and  women  were  given  Christmas  gifts. 
Mrs.  A.  F.  Bivit  was  in  charge  of  the  ar- 
rangements, aided  by  Mrs.  Guy  Randall, 
president  of  the  council. 

Fees  for  the  services  of  the  recreational 
facilities  at  its  1133-acre  Lake  Park  are 
being  considered  by  the  trustees  of  the 
East  St.  Louis,  111.,  Park  District  to  help 
balance  its  budget.  It  seems  the  big  park 
has  been  a big  financial  headache  for  the 
park  district.  Construction  of  Lake  Park 
started  in  1926.  Since  then  $2,900,000  in 
WPA  and  $1,600,000  in  park  district  funds 
have  been  spent  to  develop  it.  On  a free 
basis  it  has  provided  tough  competition 
for  the  East  St.  Louis  theatres  and  those 
of  Belleville.  111.,  as  well  . . . Katharine 
Hepburn  in  “Philadelphia  Story”  grossed 
$25,000  for  eight  performances  at  the 
American  last  week.  Top  was  $3.36. 
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Chicago — Ashton  Stevens,  theatre  critic 
of  the  Her  aid- American  and  dean  of  Chi- 
cago writers,  pulled  one  of  radio’s  classic 
boners  recently.  It  was  this  way:  In 
celebration  of  the  first  anniversary  of 
“Life  With  Father”  in  New  York,  Burns 
Mantle,  New  York  critic,  Ashton  Stevens 
from  Chicago  and  the  leading  Boston  re- 
viewer, were  all  to  participate  in  a tribute 
to  “Life  With  Father.”  The  special  broad- 
cast was  part  of  the  National  Barn  pro- 
gram which  originates  in  Chicago  and  is 
sponsored  by  Alka-Seltzer.  After  giving 
the  necessary  plugs  for  the  sponsor,  Stev- 
ens told  about  the  long  run  of  “Life  With 
Father”  at  the  Blackstone  Theatre.  Then 
he  mentioned  another  show  running  a long 
time — the  National  Barn  Dance — spon- 
sored by  Bromo-Seltzer.  Bromo-Seltzer 
and  Alka-Seltzer  are  leading  rivals  for  the 
privilege  of  catering  to  America’s  gastro- 
nomical  difficulties.  Louella  Parsons  kid- 
ded the  popular  columnist  in  her  Novem- 
ber 19  column,  while  Stevens  himself 
wrote  about  the  “boner”  in  his  Herald- 
American  column  the  same  day. 


Daughter  to  Thomas  Bakers 

Bunker  Hill,  III. — Thomas  G.  Baker, 
operator  of  the  Lincoln  Theatre,  became 
the  father  of  a baby  girl  on  December  18. 
Sharon  Alice  Baker  is  the  newcomer’s 
name. 
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PERFORMERS  in  the  current  stage  show 

at  the  Riverside  gave  free  performances 
at  the  Milwaukee  Boys’  club  and  at  the 
Convalescent  Home  of  the  Children’s  hos- 
pital. 

A heavy  sleet  storm  in  and  around  Ap- 
pleton last  week  so  disrupted  electrical 
service  that  the  Appleton,  Rio  and  Elite 
theatres  in  the  city  were  prevented  from 
conducting  their  shows  according  to 
schedule. 

Paul  Berg,  manager  of  the  Mondovi 
Theatre,  conducted  a free  show  for  kids. 

Capt.  L.  F.  Thurwachter,  operator  of 
the  Park,  Avon  and  Pix  theatres  in  Wau- 
kesha, is  one  of  a group  of  civic  minded 
leaders  who  are  instrumental  in  the  erec- 
tion of  six  ‘‘Welcome  to  Waukesha”  signs 
on  the  leading  highways  into  the  city. 

Don  Borrer,  formerly  manager  of  Stan- 
dard’s Delavan  Theatre,  has  been  named 
manager  of  the  circuit’s  Lake  Geneva  suc- 
ceeding Wallace  Estrup.  Glen  McNamara 
succeeds  Borrer  at  the  Delavan. 

Manager  Russell  Pettingill  was  host  to 
employes  of  the  Superior  Theatre  in  Su- 
perior last  week  at  a Christmas  party  at 
the  Gitchinadji  Country  club. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Johnson,  opera- 
tors of  the  Cozy  Theatre  in  Colfax,  gave 
a free  Saturday  matinee  last  week  to 
children  under  14  years  as  a Christmas 
treat.  Similar  free  shows  for  kiddies  were 
given  December  21  by  Mrs.  Anna  Nagle 
at  the  Crescent  and  December  23  by  Dewey 
George  at  the  Shawano  in  Shawano,  and 
on  December  23  by  Dan  Kelliher  at  his 
Sprague  in  Elkhorn. 

Warner-Saxe’s  Egyptian  here  displayed 
Santa’s  sleigh  in  its  lobby  and  invited 
parents  to  have  their  youngsters’  pictures 
taken  free  of  charge  seated  in  the  sleigh. 


Mrs.  Breitenbach  Heads 
Fond  du  Lac  Council 

Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. — The  Fond  du  Lac 
Better  Films  Council  has  elected  Mrs. 
Clarence  Breitenbach  president;  Mrs.  Al- 
fred Herbert,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Grace 
Knop,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Dana  C.  Lamb, 
treasurer. 

The  auditing  committee  consists  of  Mrs. 
C.  G.  Hohensee,  Mrs.  Lester  Christensen 
and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Stenz.  The  new  officers 
will  be  installed  by  Mrs.  D.  E.  Sullivan 
at  a meeting  of  the  council  January  20. 

Wm.  M.  Brandt  Re-elected 
To  CTL  Union  Post 

St.  Louis — William  M.  Brandt,  who  was 
one  of  the  co-receivers  for  Local  No.  143 
of  the  Moving  Picture  and  Projecting  Ma- 
chine Operators  Union  during  the  period 
when  that  union  was  being  organized  un- 
der the  jurisdiction  of  Circuit  Judge  Ern- 
est F.  Oakley,  on  Sunday,  December  22 
was  re-elected  executive-secretary-organ- 
izer for  the  Central  Trades  and  Labor 
Union  at  $75  a week  for  full  time  service. 


George  W.  Cook  Dies 

Milwaukee — George  W.  Cook,  57,  pio- 
neer Milwaukee  projectionist  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Motion  Picture  Projectionists’ 
Union,  Local  164,  died  in  a hospital  fol- 
lowing a short  illness.  Cook  was  em- 
ployed at  the  Avalon,  south  side  house. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  sons, 
his  father,  four  sisters  and  a brother. 
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By  HAL  TATE 

Headline  in  last  issue  of  Boxoffice  : 
“QUIZ  EHDS  WILL  APPEAR  IN  PARA- 
MOUNT SHORTS.”  ...  No  tops? 


Though  “No,  No,  Nanette,”  has  a neg- 
ative title,  RKO  certainly  hopes  its  reac- 
tion at  the  boxoffice  is  positive. 


Some  historians  say  Benedict  Arnold 
got  a raw  deal.  No  doubt,  most  producers 
feel  that  the  present  day  Arnold  (Thur- 
man), is  seeking  revenge  for  his  revolu- 
tionary name-sake. 


In  addition  to  being  the  title  of  Walt 
Disney’s  latest  opus,  “Fantasia,”  also  aptly 
describes  the  bewilderment  of  the  critics 
when  viewing  the  latest  masterpiece  of 
Hollywood  Genius  Number  One. 


“Tin  Pan  Alley”  has  been  creating  a 
sweet  din  at  the  Chicago  Theatre  box- 
office. 


In  writing  to  exhibitors  Warner  ex- 
changemen  are  probably  dictating  to  their 
secretaries:  “Take  ‘The  Letter’.” 


A special  tribute  was  paid  to  Mack  Sen- 
nett  in  Hollywood  last  Friday  night  when 
the  new  Mabel  Normand  stage  was  dedi- 
cated. Undoubtedly  the  dessert  served 
during  the  course  of  the  evening’s  festivi- 
ties was  custard  pie. 


^MUSEMENT  Club  of  Chicago  held  their 
“Monte  Carlo  Night”  at  the  Stevens 
Hotel  headquarters  last  Saturday  night . . . 
Jerry  Gumbiner,  son  of  Abe  Gumbiner, 
spent  Xmas  holidays  in  town.  Jerry  is 
majoring  in  economics  at  University  of 
Wisconsin  and  will  graduate  in  June. 
Plans  on  entering  Harvard  Law  School. 
During  holidays  Jerry  also  went  to  Dallas 
where  he  attended  the  Phi  Sigma  Delta 
convention.  Is  president  of  the  Wisconsin 
chapter. 

Al  Simon  will  keep  his  restaurant  open 
all  night  on  New  Year’s  Eve  and  will  fea- 
ture a full  course  breakfast  for  a buck. 
Al  also  has  been  catering  numerous  Film- 
row  Xmas  parties  including  Allied’s, 
Metro  Club’s  and  Universal  Employes’  . . . 
Everybody  congratulating  Irving  Schlank 
on  his  appointment  as  United  Artists  dis- 
trict manager,  a newly  created  post. 
Schlank  will  continue  to  make  his  head- 
quarters here  and  also  supervise  Milwau- 
kee and  Minneapolis  branches.  Schlank’s 
appointment  ups  the  popular  Bennie  Eis- 
enberg  into  the  post  of  branch  manager  in 
Chicago  with  Henry  Armgard  going  to 
Milwaukee  as  the  United  Artists  branch 
manager  there. 

John  Smith  says  operators’  union  will 
move  to  new  headquarters  at  188  W.  Ran- 
dolph St.  (Steuben  Bldg.)  about  February 
1.  Union  will  occupy  21st  floor  . . . The 
lATSE  will  also  make  their  headquarters 
in  the  Steuben  Bldg.  Frank  Olson  is  busi- 
ness agent.  George  Browne,  lATSE  prexy. 


VISITORS:  Nick  Paikos,  Diana,  Tipton; 
^Merrill  Moore,  Palace,  Kokomo;  Harry 
Switow,  Kentucky,  Louisville;  A.  B.  Thomp- 
son, Park,  North  Vernon;  Mrs.  Ethel  Luck- 
ett,  Indiana,  Scottsburg;  Mark  Gates, 
Madrid,  Akron;  Harold  Neese,  Beverly, 
Brazil;  Harry  Van  Noy,  Paramount,  An- 
derson; Douglass  Haney,  Albion,  Albion; 
Walter  Easley,  Tree,  Greensburg;  Ferd 
Nessel,  State,  Anderson;  Bruce  Kixmiller, 
Colonial,  Bicknell;  Wally  Furnas,  Browny, 
Brownsburg;  J.  B.  Sconce,  Playhouse, 
Edinburg;  D.  D.  Lee,  Princess,  Cayuga; 
Mrs.  Janet  Prewitt,  Prewitt,  Plainfield. 

Also,  D.  G.  Steinkamp,  English,  Eng- 
lish; T.  N.  Luckett,  Dream,  French  Lick; 
E.  K.  Crouch,  Palace,  Fairmount;  J.  M. 
Dixon,  Flora,  Flora;  Mannie  Marcus,  East- 
ern, Fort  Wayne;  Harold  Reckley,  Cha- 
teau, Greencastle;  Gail  E.  Lancaster,  Hunt- 
ington, Huntington;  C.  C.  Wallace,  Boone, 
Thorntoum;  W.  L.  Passen,  Amuseu,  Jason- 
ville;  Robert  Hudson,  Tivoli,  Richmond; 
J.  Ernest  Whitley,  Colonial,  Kokomo;  Sam 
Neall,  Sipe,  Kokomo;  Billy  Connors,  In- 
diana, Marion;  Mrs.  W.  J.  Haney,  Milan, 
Milan;  Lowell  T.  Moore,  Orpheum,  Mitch- 
ell; Jesse  E.  Stuckey.  Warren,  Warren; 
Harmon  E.  Allison,  Ritz,  Mooresville ; Mrs. 
Hilda  P.  Long,  Hippodrome.  Sheridan; 
J.  B.  Stine,  Garfield,  Terre  Haute;  Jack 
Van  Borssum,  Savoy,  Terre  Haute,  and 
T.  J.  Arrington,  Star,  Winslow. 

The  week  before  Christmas  found  In- 
dianapolis with  only  three  first  runs,  as 
the  Indiana  was  closed  for  the  entire  week. 
The  Ambassador  was  also  closed  for  one 
day  to  permit  the  erection  of  a new  mar- 
quee . . . William  F.  Born,  formerly  mana- 
ger of  the  Capitol,  Whitney,  has  been  made 


manager  of  the  Roxy,  La  Porte.  Both 
theatres  are  part  of  the  Indiana-Illinois 
circuit. 

Claude  Allison  of  the  Strand  received 
some  personal  publicity  in  the  form  of  his 
picture  in  the  Indianapolis  Star  holding 
a seven  and  one-half  pound  bass  . . . In- 
diana University  checked  to  find  that  they 
have  contributed  considerably  to  the  in- 
dustry. Marjorie  Weaver  was  the  first 
from  the  university,  to  be  followed  by 
Judie  Parks  who  fills  the  position  of 
stand-in,  and  also  composes  popular  songs. 

Orrin  Tucker  and  Bonnie  Baker  made  a 
one-night  stand  here,  recalling  to  many 
that  Ted  Nichols,  manager  of  the  band, 
was  the  former  manager  of  the  Lyric. 
Indianapolis  . . . William  H.  Terhune  of 
Kokomo  is  dead.  He  was  nationally  known 
as  a film  editor,  and  through  his  connec- 
tions with  M-G-M.  gained  both  wealth 
and  a renutation  in  the  industry  for  his 
recognized  ability. 

The  Variety  Chib  of  Indianapolis  sport- 
sored  a very  successful  theatre  party  for 
underprivileaed  children.  An  indoor  cir- 
cus was  presented,  much  to  the  enter- 
tainment of  those  attendina  . . . Christine 
Kirk  replaces  Norma  Todd  as  secretary 
of  the  Associated  Theatre  Owners  of  In- 
diana. Miss  Kirk  was  connected  with 
Settos  Theatres  and  William  Rosenthal 
before  assuming  her  new  duties. 

Carl  Harthill,  branch  manager  of  the 
Capitol -Monogram  exchange,  suffered  head 
cuts  when  the  trunk-door  catch  of  his  car 
failed  to  hold. 


will  make  the  Steuben  Bldg,  offices  his 
western  headquarters. 

Every  manager  and  assistant  manager 
at  Warner’s  was  given  one  week’s  salary 
as  Xmas  bonus  . . . Don  Moore,  midwest 
editor  of  “Movie  and  Radio  Guide,”  sub- 
stituting for  Hal  Tate,  Boxoffice  Cen- 
tral editor,  on  Sunday’s  WAAF  program 
while  Hal  was  in  east  . . . Ted  Levy,  book- 
er at  RKO,  reports  that  his  friends  are 
kidding  him  about  not  being  with  the 
company  any  longer.  Seems  Ted’s  name 
was  inadvertently  left  out  of  the  RKO 
Xmas  ad  last  week  . . . Tom  Gilliam  re- 
ceived a beautiful  RCA  combination  radio- 
phonograph  at  the  farewell  dinner  ten- 
dered him  by  friends  at  the  Congress 
Hotel  recently.  Tom,  transferred  to  At- 
lanta, was  one  of  the  most  popular  men 
on  Chicago’s  Filmrow. 

Holiday  parties  galore.  Metro  had 
house-warming  at  their  sumptuous  new 
offices  December  21.  “Doc”  Bamford, 
however,  couldn’t  attend.  Has  been  ill  at 
St.  Luke’s  . . . M.  L.  Lyles,  assistant  to 
president  of  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad,  and 
J.  L.  Merrick,  special  representative,  were 
hosts  at  annual  holiday  press  party.  Af- 
fair was  held  at  College  Room  of  the 
Harvey  Restaurant. 

Eddie  Seguin  and  Jack  Garber,  B&K 
publicity  department,  worked  out  nice  gags 
for  Barney  Balaban  drive.  All  managers 
and  executives  wore  busy  bee  button,  sym- 
bolic reminder  to  keep  busy  boosting  busi- 
ness for  Mr.  Barney.  Good  stunt  was  spe- 
cial Christmas  show  tieups  between  the- 
atre and  neighborhood  merchant.  Store 
footed  the  bill  for  the  show  treating  their 
customers  to  free  admission. 

Gene  Rich  of  M-G-M  exploitation  de- 
partment was  one  of  old-time  newsboys 
for  the  Goodfellows  Fund  last  Monday. 
His  stand  was  at  15th  and  Wabash  where 
he  collected  $41  . . . Bob  Hickey,  RKO 
publicity  man  here,  submitted  to  gall  blad- 
der operation  at  Augustana  Hospital  re- 
cently. 
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infORnfliion  Bueteu 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  thia 
page  a ready  source  oi  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MTIOO  Attraction  Board  Letters 

MTlOl  Bulletin  Boards 

MT102  Cut-Out  Machines 

MT103  Display  Frames  and  Cases 

MT104  Flashers.  Sign 

MT105  Insert  Frames 

MT106  Lamp  Coloring 

MT107  Letter  Mounting  Units 

MT108  Marquees 

MT109  Poster  Projectors 

MTllO  Signs,  Admission 

MTlll  Signs,  Electric 

MT112  Signs,  Neon,  Zeon 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT12ft  Air  Circulators 

MT121  Air  Conditioning  Motors 

MT122  Air  Conditioning  Systems 

MT123  Air  Filters 

MT124  Air  Washers 

MT125  Blowers 

MT126  Boilers  and  Furnaces 

MT127  Coils,  Cooling 

MT128  Compressors 

MT129  Condensers 

MT130  Cooling  Equipment 

MT131  Cooling  Towers 

MT132  Dehumidifiers 

MT133  Diffusers,  Air 

MT134  Electric  Motor  Controls 

MT135  Exhaust  Fans 

MT136  Grilles  and  Registers 

MT137  Heating  Equipment 

MT138  Oil  Burners 

MT139  Refrigeration 

MT140  Spray  Nozzles 

MT141  Stokers 


MT142  Temperature  Control  Devices 
MT143  Thermostats  and  Humidlstats 
MT144  Unit  Heaters 
MT145  Ventilating  Systems 
MT146  Water  Cooling  Systems 


DECORATIONS  & FURNISHINGS 


MT155  Acoustical  Materials 
MT156  Aisle  Lights 
MT157  Boxoftices 
MT158  Carpets 
MT159  Carpet  Cushion 
MTIGO  Design  Service 
MT161  Directional  Signs 
MT162  Door  Controls 
MT163  Draperies  and  Curtains 
MT164  Drinking  Fountains 
MT165  Exit  Signs 

MT166  Foam  Rubber  Seat  Cushions 
MT167  Interior  Decoration 
MT168  Interior  Wall  Finishes 
MT169  Lounge  Furniture 
MT170  Matting,  Rubber 
MT171  Mirrors 

MT172  Ornamental  Metal  Work 

MT173  Paint  Products 

MT174  Railings.  Lobby 

MT175  Sand  Urns 

MT176  Seating,  Auditorium 

MT177  Slip  Covers 

MT178  Speaking  Tubes 

MT179  Ticket  Choppers  and  Boxes 

MTISO  Theatre  Chairs 

MT181  Upholstery  Materials 

MT182  Wall  Coverings,  Fabric 


LIGHTING 


MT190  Dimmers  and  Controls 
MT191  Effect  Lighting  Devices 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  V/ANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


MT192  Elec.  Measuring  Instruments 
MT193  Engines,  Diesel 
MT194  Fluorescent  Lamps  and  Fixtures 
MT195  Gelatine  Sheets 
MT196  Incandescent  Lamps 
MT197  Lighting  Fixtures 
MT198  Lighting  Plants,  Emergency 
MT199  Cove  Lighting 
MT200  Reflectors 
MT201  Reflector  Lamps 
MT202  Spot  and  Flood  Lamps 
MT203  Spot  and  Flood  Lights 
MT204  Storage  Batteries 
MT205  Switches,  Safety 
MT206  Switchboards 
MT207  Transformers,  Neon 


MAINTENANCE 


MT210  Bolts,  Expansion  and  Toggle 

MT211  Carpet  Spotting  Compounds 

MT212  Drills,  Rotary 

MT213  Fire  Extinguishers 

MT2I4  Fireproofing  Compounds 

MT215  Gum  Removers 

MT216  Safety  Ladders 

MT217  Seat  Patching  Kits 

MT218  Seating  Repairs 

MT219  Vacuum  Cleaners 


MT270  Rheostats 

MT271  Safety  Devices 

MT272  Slide  Projectors 

MT273  Sound  Projectors,  35mtn 

MT274  Sound  Piojectors,  16mm 

MT275  Stereopticoiis 

MT276  Tool  Kits 


SANITATION 


MT285  Cleansing  Compounds 

MT286  Deodorants  and  Disinfectants 

MT287  Flush  Valves 

MT288  Hand  Driers,  Electric 

MT289  Insecticides  and  Germicides 

MT290  Odor  Absorbers 

MT291  Ozone  Generators 

MT292  Paper  Towels  and  Cabinets 

MT293  Perfumes 

MT294  Plumbing  Fixtures 

MT295  Sanitary  Supplies 

MT296  Soaps  and  Cleansers 

MT297  Suction  Cleaners 

MT298  Washroom  Accessories 


SOUND 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT225  Coin  Changing  Machines 

MT226  Fireproof  Safes  and  Files 

MT227  Music  Stands 

MT228  Organs,  Electric 

MT229  Popcorn  Machines 

MT230  Popcorn  & Confection  Supplies 

MT231  Staff  Uniforms 

MT232  Tickets 

MT233  Ticket  Machines 

MT234  Water  Coolers 


MT305  Amplifiers 

MT306  Amplifier  Tubes 

MT307  Hearing  Aids 

MT308  Horn  Lifts  and  Towers 

MT309  Intercommunicating  Systems 

MT310  Lamps,  Exciter 

MT311  Lens  Assemblies,  Sound 

MT312  Microphones 

MT313  Photoelectric  Cells 

MT314  Public  Address  Amplifiers 

MT315  Public  Address  Systems 

MT316  Radio  Tubes 

MT317  Record  Reproducers 

MT318  Sound  Equipment,  Complete 

MT319  Sound  Heads 

MT320  Sound  Service,  Contract 

MT321  Speakers 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  12-28-40 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State 


PROJECTION 
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MT240  Booth  Doors  and  Ports 
MT241  Carbon  Savers 
MT242  Carbon  Waste  Cans 
MT243  Change-Over  Devices 
MT244  Condensing  Lenses 
MT245  Dowsers 
MT246  Film  Cabinets 
MT247  Film  Cement 
MT248  Film  Handling  Devices 
MT249  Film  Preservatives 
MT250  Film  Reels 
MT251  Film  Rewinders 
MT252  Fire  Shutters,  Projection 
MT253  Intermittent  Movements 
MT254  Motion  Picture  Screens 
MT255  Motor  Brushes 
MT256  Motor-Generators 
MT257  Portable  Sound  Projectors 
MT258  Projection  Arc  Lamps 
MT259  Projeetion  Lenses 
MT260  Projection  Slides 
MT261  Projector  Carbons 
MT262  Projector  Parts 
MT263  Projector  Pedestals 
MT264  Rectifiers,  Bulb  Type 
MT265  Rectifiers,  Copper-Oxide 
MT266  Rectifiers,  Copper-Sulphide 
MT267  Reel-End  Signals 
MT268  Reflector  Equipment 
MT269  Rewind  Tables 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT330  Costumes 

MT331  Curtain  Controls 

MT332  Curtain  Tracks 

MT333  Stage  and  Effect  Lighting 

MT334  Stage  Hardware 

MT335  Stage  Rigging 

MT336  Stage  Scenery 


STRUCTURE 


MT340  Architectural  Service 

MT341  Facing  Materials.  Exterior 

MT342  Flashed  Opal  Glass 

MT343  Flooring  Materials 

MT3  4 4 Glass  Blocks 

MT345  Insulation  Materials 

MT346  Metal  Trim  and  Mouldings 

MT347  Pipe  Hangers  and  Brackets 

MT348  Plate  Glass 

MT349  Steel  and  Iron  Rooting 

MT350  Steel  and  Iron  Sheet  Metal 

MT35I  Structural  Glass 

MT352  Theatre  Fronts,  Porcelain 

MT353  Theatre  Fronts,  Structural  Glass 

MT354  Wood  Veneers 
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Lowering  Admissions  Fails  to 
Solve  Problem  oi Patronage 


Continue  Clamor  for 


Minneapolis — The  clamor  for  lower  film 
rentals  continues  unabated  among  inde- 
pendents here. 

The  point  is  being  made  that  while  ex- 
hibitors are  paying  from  35  to  40  per  cent 
more  in  rentals  than  in  1934,  boxoffice 
takings  are  considerably  lower  than  during 
that  year. 

“Unless  the  distributors  come  to  their 
senses  and  appreciate  the  situation  con- 
fronting independent  exhibitors,  theatres 
will  be  driven  out  of  business  by  the  whole- 
sale,” asserts  Sol  Lebedoff,  Northwest  Al- 
lied leader. 

“Figures  show  that  theatre  receipts  this 
year  have  been  off  from  $55,000,000  to  $80,- 
000,000.  Despite  the  loss  of  foreign  mar- 
kets, however,  most  of  the  film  producing 
and  distributing  companies  are  showing 
greater  earnings  than  a year  ago.  The 
money  has  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  in- 
dependent exhibitors  who  gradually  are 
being  forced  into  bankruptcy.” 


Seeks  Tax  Revaluation 
On  Two  in  Omaha 

Omaha — Ralph  D.  Goldberg,  circuit  owner 
here,  is  trying  to  get  the  tax  valuation  on 
his  Town  and  State  theatres,  downtown 
subsequent  runs,  cut  but  has  met  opposi- 
tion from  the  county  board. 

Original  valuations  set  were  $50,000  for 
the  Town  and  $85,000  for  the  State.  Gold- 
berg appealed  to  the  district  court,  which 
reduced  the  valuations  to  $35,000  and 
$50,500  for  the  Town  and  State,  respec- 
tively. The  county  board  then  appealed 
the  case  to  the  Nebraska  supreme  court. 

Tax  valuations  in  Omaha  are  usually  re- 
garded as  representing  50  to  60  per  cent 
of  actual  value. 


Resist  50%  Demands  for 
"Gone  With  the  Wind" 

Minneapolis  — Members  of  Northwest 
Allied  are  resisting  the  demands  for 
M-G-M  for  50  per  cent  for  “Gone  With 
the  Wind.”  The  company,  however,  con- 
tinues to  stand  pat  in  the  face  of  the 
squawks. 

Independents  declare  that  the  terms  are 
“all  out  of  line”  and  even  higher  than  ob- 
tained for  “Snow  White”  in  the  Twin 
Cities.  They  claim  they  can’t  make  money 
with  the  film  on  such  a split. 

Booth  Fire  Does  $2,000 
Damage  in  Humboldt 

Humboldt,  Neb. — The  Humboldt  Thea- 
tre suffered  $2,000  damage  last  week  when 
a fire  broke  out  in  the  projection  booth, 
and  did  considerable  interior  destruction 
before  being  brought  under  control. 

Loss  was  partially  covered  by  insurance, 
and  no  one  was  injured. 


Harold  Bowers'  Company 
Buys  Beatrice  Rialto 

Beatrice,  Neb. — The  Rialto  Building  Co., 
a newly  formed  corporation  headed  by 
Harold  G.  Bowers,  of  Weeping  Water, 
Neb.,  bought  the  Rialto  building  Saturday 
(22)  from  Dean  Randall,  of  Eugene,  Ore. 
Price  was  $22,500. 


Minneapolis — Lowering  admission  prices 
in  an  effort  to  solve  the  patronage  prob- 
lem has  proved  a failure  in  Minneapolis, 
according  to  Sol  Lebedoff,  Northwest  Al- 
lied treasurer  and  executive  committee 
member  and  owner  of  the  Brynwood  and 
Homewood  theatres.  In  consequence,  most 
of  the  local  houses  that  dropped  their 
prices  are  going  to  raise  them  again  after 
the  first  of  the  year,  he  announces. 

The  Homewood,  which  went  from  25  to 
15  cents,  will  jump  part  of  the  way  back 
to  20  cents.  It  has  been  the  only  de  luxe 
neighborhood  theatre  that  low.  A major- 
ity of  the  theati'es  which  cut  from  28  to 
20  cents  will  go  back  to  the  former 
figures. 

In  almost  all  instances,  it  was  found 
that  the  reduction  in  prices  didn’t  boost 
volume  sufficiently  to  anywhere  near  com- 
pensate for  the  lesser  revenue  received  per 
patron. 

“It  is  evident  that  lower  admission  prices 
are  not  the  solution  to  our  problem  at  a 
time  when  the  situation  calls  for  higher 
scales,  if  anything,”  says  Lebedoff.  “We 
are  convinced  that  the  prices  haven’t  been 
keeping  people  away.  If  we  have  what 
they  want  they’re  content  to  pay  28  cents, 
for  example,  and  will  pay  it  willingly,  and 
a cut  to  20  cents  isn’t  an  inducement  to 
bring  them  in  otherwise.” 


Campaign  to  Bring  Public 
"Back  to  the  Movies" 

Minneapolis — ^All  branches  of  the  indus- 
try here  will  participate  in  a huge  cam- 
paign after  the  first  of  the  year  to  bring 
the  public  “back  to  the  movies,”  according 
to  present  plans.  Northwest  Allied  is  tak- 
ing the  lead  in  the  matter.  It  has  asked 
the  distributors  and  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  to  join  the  independents  in  a 
drive  to  make  entertainment  seekers  “pic- 
ture conscious  again.” 

If  present  proposals  are  carried  out,  em- 
ployes of  all  the  exchanges  and  theatres 
would  make  a house  to  house  canvass  to 
learn  why  fans  are  staying  away  and  to 
acquaint  them  with  the  merits  of  films  to 
be  shown  during  the  ensuing  weeks. 

This  would  amount  virtually  to  personal 
“selling”  of  attractions  directly  to  the 
public,  it  is  pointed  out.  A similar  plan 


Wilk  Manages  Esquire 

Minneapolis — Reno  Wilk  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  Esquire.  He  han- 
dled the  same  assignment  when  Bennie 
Berger  had  the  house  before.  Present 
policy  is  to  play  reissues  at  reduced  prices 
of  15  cents  to  5 p.  m.  and  20  cents  there- 
after. 


Party  lor  Workers 

Minneapolis — The  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  last  week  gave  a Christmas 
party  at  the  Twin  City  Variety  Club  for 
all  of  its  employes.  Gifts  were  exchanged 
and  a general  good  time  was  had  by  every- 
body. Many  of  the  exchanges,  including 
M-G-M,  Paramount  and  Warner  Bros., 
also  held  Christmas  parties. 


Quits  RKO  Staff 

Minneapolis — Allen  Clatworthy  has  re- 
signed from  the  RKO  sales  staff.  Fred 
Horn  has  been  brought  here  from  Des 
Moines  as  special  sales  representative. 


has  been  worked  effectively  by  Harold 
Field  over  his  Pioneer  circuit  of  theatres. 
Managers  and  ushers  have  gone  from  house 
to  house  in  the  various  cities,  telling  about 
the  film  attractions  soon  to  be  offered.  In 
all  instances,  business  was  considerably 
stimulated.  Field  says. 

There  is  much  divergence  of  opinion 
among  the  trade  here  as  to  the  cause  of 
the  generally  unsatisfactory  recent  opera- 
tions. Film  distributors  believe  that  the 
weather  has  been  an  important  factor,  the 
early  and  exceptionally  severe  winter  be- 
ing detrimental  to  the  boxoffice  and  help- 
ing to  spoil  November  which  usually  is  one 
of  the  most  profitable  months  for  exhibi- 
tors. They  believe  that  a decided  turn  for 
the  better  is  certain  after  the  turn  of  the 
new  year  when  adverse  seasonal  influences 
will  be  out  of  the  way  and  benefits  from 
government  defense  spending  finally  will 
trickle  into  the  boxoffices. 

Some  of  the  exhibitor  leaders,  however, 
believe  that  a considerable  portion  of  the 
public  has  been  attracted  away  from 
shows  by  such  other  forms  of  entertain- 
ment as  bowling,  the  radio,  bridge  and 
night  sport  events  and  can’t  be  won  back. 
A few  argue  that  even  if  nothing  but  su- 
perior pictures  were  turned  out  it  wouldn’t 
help.  The  super-specials,  they  say,  soon 
would  be  regarded  as  “ordinary”  and  it 
would  require  the  occasional  “world 
beater,”  like  “Gone  With  the  Wind,”  to 
awaken  the  public  out  of  its  apathy.  It  is 
pointed  out  that  pictures  which  a few  years 
ago  would  have  been  regarded  as  knock- 
outs are  just  run-of-the-mill  boxoffice  to- 
day because  fans  demand  too  much  and 
because  it’s  too  hard  to  arouse  their  en- 
thusiasm. 

Field,  however,  holds  that  the  trouble  is 
that  there  haven’t  been  enough  successive 
good  pictures.  He  thinks  the  boxoffice  is 
suffering  from  a loss  of  momentum  for 
that  reason.  The  public,  he  argues,  isn’t 
kept  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  theatre 
regularly.  In  order  to  remedy  this  defect, 
he  says,  he  is  now  sifting  the  various 
products  that  he  buys  and  showing  only 
the  really  meritorious  films  and  paying 
for,  but  not  playing,  the  others. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  a conference  of  all 
the  interested  parties  early  in  January  to 
discuss  the  proposed  campaign. 


Minnesota  to  Open  With 
Vaudeville  and  Films 

Minneapolis — Vaudeville  and  films  will 
be  the  policy  at  the  4,000-seat  Minnesota 
when  it  is  reopened  this  week  by  the  Mid- 
dle States  Corp.  of  Milwaukee.  The  same 
sort  of  shows  will  be  offered  as  at  the 
Riverside,  Milwaukee,  also  operated  by 
Middle  States,  and  admission  prices  will 
be  28  and  39  cents,  including  tax.  Ken 
Murray  will  be  on  the  opening  show,  which 
has  Republic’s  “Hit  Parade  of  1941”  for 
its  screen  offering. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  lease,  rent  is  free 
for  the  first  five  months.  Thereafter,  for 
the  first  year,  it  is  $1,000  a week.  The 
next  four  years  call  for  a minimum  of  $1,- 
000  a month  against  15  per  cent  of  the 
gross.  The  lessee  is  privileged  to  cancel 
the  lease  at  any  time  on  two  weeks’  notice. 


Adapts  "Strange  Alibi" 

Hollywood — Fred  Niblo  jr.  will  adapt 
“Strange  Alibi”  for  Warner  from  an  orig- 
inal by  Ken  Garnet. 
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K A Y C IE  IE 

pjAPPY  New  Year! 

Tom  Edwards  of  the  Ozark,  Eldon,  Mo., 
passes  along  this  military  commentary  on 
the  Italian-Greek  war:  “In  the  early  stages 
the  Italians  planned,  as  one  of  their  first 
objectives,  to  take  Castoria,  Greece.  It 
appears  now  that  they  took  it,  and  are 
running  for  the  nearest  Italian  home.” 

Barnes  Perdue  of  Chillicothe  (Ritz  and 
Grand)  recently  was  awarded  first  prize 
in  the  contest  on  boxoffice  promotions  for 
Hallowe’en  week  conducted  by  H.  J.  Grif- 
fith Theatres,  Inc.  Prizes  also  were  won 
by  Stanley  McSwain,  Nebraska  City,  Neb.; 
Harold  Sachse,  Slater,  Mo.;  Mark  Cadle, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.;  Irwin  Tucker,  Fayette, 
Mo.,  and  R.  W.  “Sippi”  Ferguson,  Paola, 
Kas.  Harold  Harris,  general  manager  for 
the  circuit,  made  the  presentations. 

As  m past  years,  neighborhood  houses 
again  this  year  cooperated  with  the  Sal- 
vation Army  in  its  effort  to  raise 
canned  foods  by  conducting  a Saturday 
matinee,  to  which  admission  was  by  cans 
of  food.  The  operators  contributed  labor, 
and  Variety  Club  helped  by  making  films 
available. 

Last  week  A1  Hauetter  of  Modern  The- 
atre Decorators,  who  is  doing  the  Co-Ed 
at  Fairfield,  la.,  was  called  to  the  theatre 
at  4:30  a.  m.  where  a smouldering  dust 
bag  on  an  electric  floor  sander  was  smok- 
ing. A1  carried  the  bag  outside,  but  it 
burst  into  flames  just  as  he  reached  the 
street  and  singed  his  hands,  arms  and  one 
side  of  his  face.  Neither  A1  nor  the  the- 
atre were  seriously  damaged,  however. 

Over  3,000  children  were  treated  to  a 
show  and  candy  at  Loew's  Midland  Satur- 
day, December  21,  by  the  Kiwanis  Club. 


! FEED ’EM  ROCKS! 

I Would  you  mix  gravel  with  the 
* popcorn  you  sell?  Then  why  not 
use  corn  that  pops  100  per  cent? 

[ Use 

I SUPERB 

! SOUTH  AMERICAN  CORN 

^ (No  Hard  Centers) 

I AND 


FLAV-O-NUT  SEASONING 


Exclusive  With 

Rube  Melcher 

POPPERS  SUPPLY  CO. 

GR.  0672  1717  Wyandotte  St. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Just  Try  Some! 
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One  Kind  of  "Sleeper" 
That  Doesn't  Pay 

Minneapolis — One  of  the  lower  loop 
houses  here,  that  has  many  sleepers 
among  its  patrons,  displays  a card  of  in- 
structions for  them.  It  reads:  "Those  de- 
siring to  sleep  will  kindly  leave  their 
name  and  address  with  the  ushers.  So 
we  can  deliver  the  body  home  without 
disturbing  it,  when  we  are  ready  to  close 
the  theatre." 

• ■■  i) 

Cassil  and  LaBrunerie 
Lease  St  Joseph  House 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. — Frank  Cassil  and 
Walker  LaBrunerie  have  leased  the  Ri- 
voli,  a neighborhood  house,  and  will  re- 
open it  about  January  15  as  Cassil’s  Up- 
town Theatre.  Cassil  now  operates  the 
Rialto  in  the  South  Side. 

The  theatre  building  was  leased  from 
Dr.  Charles  Greenberg  and  Barney  Du- 
binsky,  member  of  Durwood-Dubinsky 
Brothers’  enterprises,  which  operates  the 
Missouri,  Electric  and  Orpheum  theatres 
in  the  downtown  district  in  St.  Joseph. 

Pending  in  federal  court  here  is  a case 
in  which  Frank  and  Eugenia  Cassil,  opera- 
tors of  the  Cassil  Amusement  Co.,  seek 
$452,775  damages  from  the  Dubinskys  and 
several  film  distributing  concerns,  charg- 
ing that  the  Dubinskys  and  others  have 
combined  to  keep  the  Cassils  from  show- 
ing first  runs  at  the  Rialto. 

The  lease  on  the  Rivoli  Theatre  build- 
ing has  no  connection  with  the  damage 
suit,  which  may  come  to  trial  in  court 
here  next  month,  Cassil’s  attorney  said. 


Dubinskys  and  St  Joseph 
Daily  Entertain  Kids 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. — Durwood-Dubinsky 
Brothers  and  The  Gazette,  morning  daily 
newspaper  here,  were  hosts  at  a party 
for  St.  Joseph’s  children  last  Saturday  at 
the  Missouri,  Electric  and  Orpheum  thea- 
tres. More  than  5,000  youngsters  attended 
the  party,  the  tenth  annual  sponsored  by 
the  theatres  and  newspaper. 


Christmas  Mid-Week  Date 
Changes  Loop  Bookings 

Minneapolis — Because  Christmas  this 
year  came  mid-week,  all  the  loop  first- 
run  houses  changed  their  shows  either  on 
the  day  before  Christmas  (Tuesday)  or 
Christmas  day  (Wednesday),  Tlie  Or- 
pheum’s  stage  show,  headed  by  Gene  Krupa 
and  his  band,  opened  Tuesday. 


Union  Elects  January  1 

Omaha — Members  of  Local  343,  lATSE, 
will  hold  their  annual  election  of  officers 
on  January  7.  Nominations  for  the  1941 
officers  were  made  at  the  December  meet- 
ing, R.  L.  McIntyre,  Orpheum,  is  the  in- 
cumbent president:  Howard  Jackson,  Oma- 
ha, business  agent,  and  Clyde  Cooley,  Fox 
screen  room,  secretary. 


Omaha  Fees  $1,298 

Omaha — Exhibitors  in  Omaha  paid  $1,298 
in  theatre  license  fees  to  the  City  of  Oma- 
ha in  1939,  according  to  figures  just  re- 
leased. Projectionists  permits  totaling  $24 
also  were  listed. 


" IL  ll[  W C Cl  IL  M 

■QH-OH!  Darn  near  forgot,  but  it’s  time 
^ to  wish  the  best  kind  of  a New  Year 
available  under  the  circumstances.  If  the 
wish  had  been  held  off  until  the  end  of 
the  column,  it  might  have  been  forgotten 
altogether. 

Those  newspaper  guys:  Does  Clarence 
Olson  know  that  on  the  Warner  Bros. 
“Santa  Fe  Trail”  trip  that  the  newshawks 
told  South  American  Mona  Maris  she 
should  take  off  her  rings  every  time  she 
shook  hands  in  this  country,  or  it  would 
be  considered  an  insult  to  the  owner  of 
the  hand  shaken  . . . she  believed  it  ..  . 
and  when  last  seen  she  had  almost  rubbed 
her  ring  fingers  raw  removing  jewelry  in 
order  to  make  a good  impression  in  this 
country.  When  she  finds  out  the  truth, 
Warner  will  probably  lose  the  South 
American  market. 

Christmas  cards:  Tliey  came  from 
everywhere  . . . H.  J.  Shumow,  Joe  Jacobs, 
Joe  Scott,  Sophie  Tucker,  Bill  Saal,  Nor- 
vell,  the  astrologer,  John  W.  Quinn,  W.  N. 
Youngclaus,  Orville  Rennie,  Mance  Lof- 
gren — and  dozens  of  others  . . . Correction: 
Boss,  we  spelled  Hazel  Andersen’s  name 
with  an  “o”  rather  than  an  “e.”  Must  get 
everything  right  about  Hazel,  because  that’s 
the  way  she  is. 

Mail-man  stuff:  At  the  rate  of  1,500 
letters  a week.  Dean  Pohlenz,  who  is  con- 
ducting the  Sunday  Journal  and  Star’s  10 
best  poll  of  motion  pictures,  is  being 
showered  with  stamped  entries.  In 
spite  of  the  rules,  which  keep  “Gone  With 
the  Wind”  out  because  of  its  late  general 
release,  about  one  in  every  20  picks  it 
first  on  the  list.  The  contest  drew  7,222 
entries  in  1939,  and  the  mark  may  be  sur- 
passed this  year. 

Portrait  of  a busy  guy:  Gabe  Yorke, 
sent  into  Lincoln  especially  to  boom  in- 
terest in  the  forthcoming  premiere  of 
“Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop,”  is  having  his 
troubles  running  a counter  campaign  to 
this  Rose  Bowl  immersed  community.  Most 
of  the  committeemen  assigned  by  the 
chamber  of  commerce  to  work  on  the  stunt 
have  bought  Bowl  tickets  and  are  Los 
Angeles  bound  by  now.  To  make  things  a 
bit  more  interesting,  he’s  saddled  with 
the  job  of  promoting  local  money  to  help 
with  the  financing — which  has  him  prac- 
tically cast  as  the  “heavy”  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Proof  that  all  things  come  to  him  who 
zoaits:  Did-jah  read  where  Sid  Schwartz, 
who  wrote  a yarn  called  “The  Mysterious 
Dr.  R,”  and  sold  it  five  years  ago,  has 
finally  seen  it  started  in  production? 

Magical  miss:.  It’s  very  easy  for  the 
Great  Lester  to  be  great  as  a magician, 
what  with  his  partner  Diane  Rivers  being 
on  the  stage,  too.  She,  a downright  bowl- 
ing-over cutie,  keeps  the  eyes  on  her  so 
much,  Lester  could  do  his  tricks  in  slow 
motion  and  nobody  would  have  eye-time 
enough  to  catch  him.  Bob  Huffman  said 
he  heard  a man  talking  during  the  hour 
show  on  the  stage  at  the  Stuart,  but  never 
saw  him  on  account  of  Diane. 

Recruiting  news:  Harvey  Traylor  hired 
a cashier  this  week  named  Katherine 
Delano,  at  the  Lincoln.  He’s  trying  to 
insure  himself  with  the  pull,  and  you  know 
what  the  “D”  in  F.  D.  R.  stands  for  . . . 
Crack  of  the  week:  By  Harry  Shumow, 
who  said,  “Gee,  am  I glad  I work  for  the 
company  that  makes  ALL  the  best  pic- 
tures.” 
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Kansas  City  Operators 
Elect  New  OHicers 


Kansas  City — lATSE  operators’  local 
170  last  week  elected  David  McKinstry, 
Orpheum,  president;  R.  H.  Matheny,  Alad- 
din, vice-president;  Frank  Dowd,  Midland, 
secretary,  and  Walter  Croft,  business 
manager.  P.  H.  Burkert  of  the  Rockhill, 
who  has  been  treasurer  almost  a quarter 
century,  was  re-elected.  Other  officers 
are  C.  M.  Edmonds,  Orpheum,  reading 
clerk;  William  McKinstry,  Giles,  sergeant- 
at-arms. 

Members  of  the  executive  board  are  El- 
mer F.  Spies,  Bijou;  Ralph  C.  Townsley, 
Southtown;  Mike  Miller,  Oak  Park. 

Delegates  to  the  Central  Labor  Union 
are  Croft,  Dowd  and  David  McKinstry. 

Elected  to  the  board  of  trustees  were 
R.  W.  Stehenson,  Tivoli;  D.  D.  Trantham, 
Colonial;  Paul  Young,  Uptown. 

The  examining  board  is  A.  D.  Stand- 
ford,  Pox  Midwest  screening  room;  L.  V. 
Baker,  Gem;  W.  H.  Higgins,  Orpheum, 
and  W.  A.  Gilpin,  Ritz. 


Omaha  First  Runs  Auction 
Film  Stars'  Valuables 

Omaha — The  three  first  run  theatres 
here — Orpheum,  Omaha  and  Brandeis — 
rated  exceptional  publicity  on  a dandy 
stunt  that  raised  $2,141  for  the  local  news- 
paper’s Christmas  fund  with  a “Holly- 
wood Auction  Night.’’ 

Articles  of  clothing,  costumes  and  jew- 
elry were  collected  from  stars  in  Holly- 
wood and  shipped  here.  Each  day’s  ar- 
rival of  articles  meant  another  spread  of 
pictures  and  stores  for  the  theatres.  Then, 
on  one  big  night,  prominent  Omahans  auc- 
tioned the  articles  with  other  big-wigs 
handling  the  bookwoi’k  and  doing  the 
buying. 

Stunt  was  the  excellent  work  of  Mana- 
ger Bill  Miskell  of  the  Orpheum,  Mana- 
ger Don  Allen  of  the  Omaha,  Manager 
Bill  Singer  of  the  Brandeis;  Ted  Emer- 
son, Tri-States  advertising  director,  and 
Louise  Cotter,  Brandeis  press  agent. 


Lincoln  Theatrical  Real 
Estate  Operating  100% 

Lincoln — When  the  Kiva  opened  Christ- 
mas day,  Lincoln  became  one  of  the  few 
towns  in  the  United  States  of  its  size  to 
have  its  theatrical  real  estate  in  100  per 
cent  operation. 

It  is  added  to  the  subsequent  run  spots, 
making  three  in  all.  There  are  6 first 
runners,  consuming  11  new  features  each 
week.  The  subsequents  take  11  seconds, 
a grand  total  of  22  pictures  used  every 
week. 

The  Kiva  has  440  seats,  and  is  a part 
of  the  Nebraska  Theatres,  Inc.,  string — 
Varsity,  Variety  and  50-50  partnership  in 
the  Colonial. 

First  feature  is  “Rebecca,”  and  the  pic- 
tures will  be  the  big  ones  off  the  Varsity. 


Invasion! 

Minneapolis — Some  of  the  larger  gro- 
cery and  meat  markets  here  are  going  in 
for  entertainment  on  sales  days.  One  of 
them  last  week  utilized  a feminine  radio 
singer  who  sang  request  numbers  for  the 
customers  throughout  the  day.  Exhibitors 
call  it  another  “invasion”  of  the  amuse- 
ment field. 


TJAY  BROWN,  Harlan,  la.,  and  Henry 
Peterson,  Genoa,  Neb.,  celebrate  their 
wedding  anniversaries  on  New  Year’s  Day 
. . . Sam  Stern  of  Capitol  Pictures  has  been 
taking  a lot  of  moving  pictures  of  his  two 
sons,  Arnold,  who  is  nine  years  old,  and 
Howard,  three  years  old.  The  boys  both 
celebrated  birthdays  recently  . . . United 
Artists  employes  received  a Christmas 
bonus  this  year. 

By  the  time  this  column  hits  the  press, 
the  annual  Fepco  party  will  have  been  held. 
Walt  Green  was  to  be  Santa  Claus  to  22 
employes  a^id  their  families  to  a party 
which  included  steak  dinner,  Bingo  and 
dancing  . . . Francis  Pace,  Malvern,  la., 
and  Stan  Swain,  Auburn,  Neb.,  recently 
celebrated  wedding  anniversaries  . . . It’s 
a birthday  for  Mike  Roskopf,  Marshall- 
town, la. 

Jane  Van  Husan,  daughter  of  the  owner 
of  Western  Theatre  Supply,  has  been 
secretly  marled  since  last  spring  to  an 
Omaha  young  man,  she  announced  this 
week  . . . Richard  Hulbert,  good  looking 
doorman  at  the  Orpheum,  has  joined  the 
army,  going  into  the  radio  department  of 
the  air  corps  . . . More  birthdays:  E.  J. 
Kleinsasser,  Freeman,  S.  D.,  and  Leo  Wol- 
cott, Eldora,  la. 

Jimmie  Abrose,  new  district  manager 
for  United  Artists,  was  formerly  branch 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Vidor  8796 


Holmes  Projector  Sales  Co. 

Projectors  and  Sound  for  the  Largest  and  Small- 
est Theatre.  John  A.  Muchmore  and  R.  H.  Patt. 
1820  Wyandotte  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo.  HA.  7472 


Missouri  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Disitributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
115  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


manager  for  UA  in  Omaha  prior  to  10 
years  ago.  He  is  well  known  to  veteran  ex- 
hibitors in  this  territory  . . . Metro  and  Co- 
lumbia exchange  eynployes  received  Christ- 
mas bonuses  . . . Guy  Griffin,  Plattsmouth, 
Neb.,  celebrated  both  a birthday  and  wed- 
dmg  anniversary  in  December  but  we  have 
been  unable  to  find  out  the  exact  dates  . . . 
Hy  Hollander,  Schleswig,  la.,  was  one  of 
the  few  exhibitors  in  town  this  week. 

Harry  Shumow,  Metro  boss;  S.  A.  Mad- 
sen, Warner  booker,  and  Leon  “It’s  a 
Marvelous  Picture”  Mendelson,  Warner 
peddler,  all  celebrated  wedding  anniver- 
saries Christmas  Day  . . . Two  others  who 
recently  had  a w.  a.  are  Iz  Weiner  and  Joe 
Scott  . . . Mort  Troxell  of  DeWitt,  Neb., 
did  not  appear  on  Davenport  Street  this 
week  . . . Fred  Wickman  of  Tekamah,  Neb., 
was  here  on  Monday  to  maintain  a perfect 
record  for  1940  . . . Happy  birthday  to 
Rubel  Hutchings,  Allen,  Neb.,  who  missed 
Christmas  by  two  days. 

Gabe  York,  UA  exploiteer,  is  in  Omaha 
and  Lincoln  in  connection  with  the  pre- 
miere the  middle  of  January  of  “Miss 
Bishop’’  . . . And  still  another  birthday 
this  month:  Art  Miller  of  Atkinson,  Neb. 
. . . Several  Omaha  exhibitors  will  have 
midnight  shows  for  New  Year’s  eve. 


HOTELS 

HOTEL  MONROE 

MAIN  AT  19TH  ST. 

Two  Blocks  From  Filmrow 
Completely  Renovated  . . Fire- 
Proof  . . Innerspring  Mattresses 
and  Only  1.50  with  Bath  . . . 
$1.00  Without 
CLEAN  AND  FRIENDLY 
Weekly  Rates 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassal,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


FILM  LABORATORIES 

MISSOURI  FILM  LABORATORIES 

Charles  O.  Siebenthaler 
122  W.  18th  GR  0708 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Complete  Advertising  Trailer  Service 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

—A  HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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pOR  ingenuity  leave  it  to  Ray  Wylie,  who 

was  one  of  the  most  popular  film  sales- 
men that  this  territory  ever  has  had  and 
whose  transfer  to  St.  Louis  was  regretted 
by  the  entire  trade  here.  He  comes  across, 
as  usual,  with  a most  novel  Christmas 
card.  It’s  in  the  form  of  a poem  and  each 
line  starts  with  a letter  so  that  the  whole 
speUs  out  “THE  WYLIES.”  It  reads:  “The 
world  is  topsy  turvey — History  is  running 
wild — Events  are  happening  faster  than — 
When  grandma  was  a child — Yuletide 
brings  again,  however,  our — Love  to  all  fel- 
lowmen — In  every  corner  of  this  earth — 
Eternal  light  to  them. — So  Merry  Christ- 
mas and  Cheerio  for  1940  and  a Joyous 
1941.”  We  prize  the  card  from  Ray  and 
Elsie  highly  and,  in  return,  wish  them  the 
season’s  best  and  hope  that  some  day 
they’ll  be  back  in  Minneapolis. 

Morrie  Abrahams  had  the  time  of  his 
life  playing  Santa  Claus  at  the  Twin  City 
Variety  club’s  Christmas  party  for  the  kid- 
dies. And  the  90  kiddies  present  probably 
enjoyed  themselves  even  more,  for  Morrie 
made  a swell  Santa  and  Bill  Elson  had 
arranged  a wonderful  time  for  the  young- 
sters. There  were  gifts  and  games  to  make 
everybody  happy.  Morrie,  you  know,  used 
to  be  an  actor  and  playing  Santa  was 
just  like  acting  a part  for  him  again. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  “Doc”  Reynolds,  Princeton, 
Minn.;  M.  J.  Herbers,  the  new  owner  at 
Albany,  Minn.;  Lyle  Webster,  Rice  Lake, 
Minn.;  Tommy  Novack,  Glencoe,  Minn.; 
Fred  Schnee,  Litchfield,  Minn.;  Sim  Hel- 
ler, Grand  Rapids,  Minn.;  Paul  Perizzo, 
Winnebago,  Minn.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Hey  wood.  New  Richmond,  Wis.  (it  was  the 
first  time  in  years  that  Mrs.  Heywood  has 
been  around  the  Row);  and  Fred  Bund 


In  Style  and  Comfort 

That's  the  thought  that  is  always  upper- 
most in  the  ininils  of  those  who  attend 
you  al  Hotel  Fonienelle.  In  keeping  with 
this  policy,  the  management  is  constantly 
adding  new  features  for  your  comfort 
and  cimvenience.  The  Amber  Room  Cof* 
fee  Shop,  the  King  Cole  Room,  and  the 
Black  Mirror- Bombay  Room  invite  you. 

HOTS  I 
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jr.,  of  the  Army  film  division,  Washing- 
ton. 

Cedric  Adams,  the  town’s  leading  col- 
umnist, paid  a high  tribute  to  the  work  of 
the  Twin  City  Variety  club  in  the  Star- 
Journal.  He  said:  ‘‘The  Variety  Club,  com- 
prising local  show  business  men,  deserves 
a resounding  pat  on  the  back  for  its  job 
in  connection  with  the  Milk  Fund.  This 
year’s  distribution  has  hit  an  all-time  high, 
under  its  supervision,  of  80,000  quarts  of 
milk  to  the  needy.  In  1939  the  total  was 
10,000.  Incidentally,  if  any  organization 
is  getting  up  some  Christmas  baskets,  the 
Variety  club  will  furnish  milk  free — a quart 
to  the  basket”  . . . Sam  Levinsohn,  thea- 
tre equipment  company  head,  Indian- 
apolis, a visitor  . . . Marty  Lebedoff,  Bryn- 
wood  manager,  had  those  triplets  at  the 
Variety  club’s  Christmas  party  and  are 
they  ever  cute. 

Charlie  Weiner,  independent  film  dis- 
tributor, has  the  entire  trade’s  sympathy 
in  the  loss  of  his  mother.  She  passed 
away  at  the  family  home  in  Massachu- 
setts. He  flew  to  the  funeral  . . . Harold 
Lyons,  20th-Fox  salesman,  now  visiting 
Tommy  Charack,  Warner  city  salesman,  in 
Los  Angeles,  wants  to  meet  Paulette  God- 
dard and  Betty  Grable,  according  to  re- 
ports drifting  here.  Incidentally,  Tom, 
who  used  to  be  with  Warner  here,  has  re- 
covered from  a bad  case  of  the  flu,  it’s 
learned. 

Why  did  Chief  Barker  Ben  Blotcky  refer 
to  Joe  Podoloff,  Dough  Guy,  as  ‘‘Jumping 
Joe”  at  the  session  last  week  when  offi- 
cers were  inducted,  including  both  Blotcky 
and  Podoloff?  Blotcky  and  his  wife  are 
vacationing  in  Florida.  It’s  the  second 
consecutive  year  that  they’ve  made  the 
trip  . . . Louis  Cohen,  2Qth-Fox  salesman, 
and  the  missus,  spending  a fortnight  in 
the  south,  visiting  New  Orleans,  Houston, 
Dallas  and  Monterey,  Tex.  . . . Phil  Dunas, 
Columbia  district  manager,  a visitor. 

Eddie  Ruben  entertained  a group  of 
refugees  from  the  war-torn  European 
countries  at  a Christmas  party  . . . Ben 
Landy,  Columbia  assistant  booker,  laid  up 
by  the  flu  . . . Rud  Lohrenz,  Warner  dis- 
trict manager,  in  town  for  a few  days, 
predicts  that  “Santa  Fe  Trail”  will  be  the 
biggest  grosser  his  company  ever  has  had 
. . . Leo  Devaney,  RKO  Ned  Depinet  drive 
leader,  due  in  town  January  7 . . . Fred 
Ableson,  Universal  salesman,  spending  the 
Christmas  holidays  with  friends  in  Tulsa 
and  Kansas  City. 

T.  Murray,  maiiager  of  Universal  branch 
operations,  in  from  the  home  office  . . . 


OMLY  A 3-MINUTE  WALK 
TO  ANY  OF  MY  CUSTOMERS 
FROM  THE  CONTINENTAL 
-IT'S  SO  CENTRAL 
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KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


Court  Ponders  Lottery 
Charges  in  Lincoln 


Lincoln — The  lottery  case  involving  the 
“Abner  Askit”  program  of  the  Nebraska 
Theatre,  which  has  R.  W.  “Bob”  Huff- 
man, city  manager  of  the  Lincoln  Theatres 
Corp.,  and  Nebraska  Manager  Gene 
Shanahan  as  defendants,  was  taken  un- 
der advisement  by  Judge  Fisher  this  week. 

County  Attorney  Max  G.  Towle  brought 
the  suit,  claiming  the  askit  show  was  a 
mere  subterfuge  by  which  the  theatre 
hoped  to  sidestep  the  Bank  Night  ban. 

The  stunt  finds  everybody  who  enters 
the  theatre  given  a card  with  a list  of 
answers  on  it.  Questions  are  read  from 
the  stage,  and  answers  punched  in  the 
cards.  First  people  to  get  five  answers  in 
a row,  along  the  order  of  bingo,  win  the 
groceries. 

Glen  Foe,  the  defense  counsel,  argued 
that  no  lottery  charge  was  involved,  nor 
had  any  complaint  been  filed  under  the 
state  lottery  law.  The  statute  involved  is 
one  governing  gift  enterprises,  a section 
of  which  has  been  declared  unconstitu- 
tional. Foe  claims  the  question  at  issue 
to  be  whether  the  “Abner  Askit”  idea 
comes  under  the  valid  part  of  the  law. 

The  program  at  the  Nebraska  is  about 
21/2  months  old  at  the  present  time. 


The  Twin  City  Variety  club  has  called  off 
its  scheduled  big  New  Year’s  eve  party,  but 
will  hold  open  house.  There’ll  be  a dance 
orchestra.  A small  admission  of  50  cents 
will  be  charged  . . . J.  McFarland,  branch 
manager,  was  master  of  ceremonies  at 
the  Christmas  party  given  by  National 
Screen.  RKO  had  a Christmas  party.  So 
did  Warner,  M-G-M,  Paramount  and  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  . . . RKO  spick 
and  span  after  its  complete  re-paint  job 
. . . Bill  Scholl,  RKO  exploiteer,  in  Du- 
luth on  busmess. 

A.  Selby  Carr,  Paramount  office  man- 
ager, pinch-hit  for  Ben  Blotcky  exchange 
manager,  at  last  week’s  sales  meeting  in 
Kansas  City  . . . Bill  Donald  and  E.  J. 
Hurly  kept  things  going  at  a lively  clip 
at  Paramount  Pep  club’s  Christmas  party 
. . . Art  Zuelch,  M-G-M  booker,  spend- 
ing Christmas  with  his  parents  in  Detroit, 
Mich.  . . . Paramount  contributed  to  the 
Salvation  Army  Christmas  Tree  fund  . . . 
Grace  Schaeffer  of  the  M-G-M  office 
staff  in  Detroit  for  the  holidays. 


Sign  Claudette  for  Two 

Hollywood  — Paramount  has  signed 
Claudette  Colbert  to  make  one  picture  in 
1942  and  another  in  1943.  One  will  be 
“Skylark,”  with  Ray  Milland. 
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His  Frankness 
Pays  Off 

Fertile,  Minn. — Recently  Ray  S.  Han- 
son advertised  on  his  canopy  for  Bank 
Night  "See  a Lousy  Show  and  Win  $70." 
Hanson  claims  he  broke  his  house  record, 
indicating  either  that  the  public  in  his 
town  is  interested  only  in  attending  the 
theatre  to  win  money  or  that  it  appre- 
ciates "candor  and  honesty."  Incident- 
ally, the  picture  was  "Windjammer." 

Vi-  - — J 
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Plummeling  Grosses  At  Least  24  New  Houses  Were 
Mark  Holiday  Week  Opened  in  Pitt  Area  in  '40 


By  H.  F.  REVES 

Detroit — Christmas  week  has  set  its 
mark  strongly  upon  show  business  in  this 
town — most  notably,  in  the  opinion  of  vir- 
tually all  exhibitors,  in  desperately  drop- 
ping grosses.  They  slumped  downward  to 
50  per  cent  or  less  of  normal,  particularly 
at  neighborhood  theatres,  in  pre-holiday 
week.  Downtown  houses  held  up  better 
because  of  getting  transient  and  shopping 
crowds,  plus  the  downtown  and  other 
workers  getting  extra  time  off  on  holidays. 

About  75  local  houses  were  set  to  close 
down  entirely  for  the  day  before  Christ- 
mas, following  a new  idea  originated  here 
this  year  by  Cooperative  Theatres  of  Mich- 
igan. Both  member  and  non-member 
houses  were  included  in  the  move,  which 
went  far  beyond  Co-op  lines — in  fact  a 
number  of  Co-op  houses  were  not  on  the 
list.  Generally,  downtown  houses  preferred 
to  stay  open,  feeling  that  their  public 
demanded  this  of  them,  while  neighbor- 
hood theatres,  realizing  that  the  public 
who  lived  at  home  would  want  to  spend 
Christmas  Eve  at  home  parties  or  around 
their  own  firesides,  tended  to  close. 

Booking  schedules  were  shot  wide  open 
when  first  run  houses  began  opening  shows 
Christmas  Day  and  other  unusual  opening 
days,  and  this  erratic  booking  date  sched- 
ule— carefully  determined,  however,  to  meet 
the  demands  of  holiday  audiences,  espe- 
cially New  Year’s  Eve  shows  at  the  bigger 
houses — was  expected  to  run  over  into 
the  first  week  of  the  New  Year. 

Subsequents  a Headache 
Second  and  subsequent  runs,  with  late 
holiday  bookings,  have  been  a headache 
to  bookers.  Last  minute  signature  of 
many  season  contracts  has  not  helped  the 
men  on  the  booking  desks  for  either  ex- 
hibitors or  distributors,  and  this  rush  has 
given  a fictitious  air  of  being  busy  to  the- 
atre offices,  while  grosses  have  actually 
been  spiralling  downward. 

Prize  of  the  Christmas  week  bookings 
appears  to  be  the  move  of  Charles  Perry 
at  the  Adams  Theatre  in  booking  “The 
Thief  of  Bagdad,”  which  probably  gets  its 
last  major  city  first  run  here.  Booking 
schedules  and  film  contracts  at  other  first 
runs  made  its  booking  problematical  and 
it  was  earlier  considered  practically  cer- 
tain that  it  would  go  into  the  Town  Thea- 
tre, operated  by  Sam  Carver,  which,  at 
last  report,  was  slated  to  reopen  again 
Christmas  Day. 

Two  other  first  run  bookings  have  set 
season  records  for  the  city — with  three 
different  pictures  going  into  their  fifth 
weeks — a condition  probably  unequalled 
for  several  years.  These  are  “A  Night  at 
Earl  Carroll’s”  and  “North  West  Mounted 
Police”  at  the  Palms-State,  and  “Tin  Pan 
Alley,”  which  runs  up  till  Christmas  at 
the  Adams. 

Special  Christmas  shows.  Christmas 
parties,  and  bonuses  for  employes  divert- 

ft 

Makeup  Kits  for 
Scrubwomen 

"A  Pittsburgh  theatre  chain  gave  its 
scrubwomen  something  nice  for  Christ- 
mas this  Y®*!*" — makeup  kits.  Last 
the  girls  who  erase  the  footprints  of  the 
movie  fans  received  manicure  sets.” — 
Charles  F.  Danver  in  “Pittsburghesque." 

VS  ■ - 


Pittsburgh — At  least  two  dozen  new 
theatres  were  opened  in  the  Pittsburgh 
film  territory  during  1940. 

Ray  Allison’s  circuit  opened  new  units 
at  Altoona  and  Ebensburg.  New  houses  in 
the  H.  J.  Thompson  circuit  were  opened  at 
Madera,  Watsontown  and  Stoneboro.  War- 
ner opened  the  new  Whitehall,  Brentwood. 
The  Alpine  circuit  opened  units  at  West 
View  and  Wayne.  Fineman  & Shapiro’s 
new  entry  was  opened  recently  in  Shera- 
den. 

Among  new  independent  houses  erected 
or  opened  during  the  year  were  those  at 
Cameron,  Smithton,  Fairmont,  Cairo, 
Charleroi,  Eldred,  Meadville,  Library, 
Coudersport,  Mr.  Pleasant,  Munhall,  Pine 
Grove,  and  one  at  Beaver  Falls  and  Green- 
field Avenue  here.  The  first  Drive-In 
hereabouts  was  in  operation  during  late 
summer. 

Warner  took  the  lead  in  acquiring  thea- 


ed  the  attention  of  local  exhibitors  and 
showmen  away  from  their  boxoffice  re- 
turns. Among  the  earlier  was  an  M-G-M 
party  Friday  afternoon  at  the  exchange  by 
the  M-G-M  Club.  Cooperative  Theatres 
was  host  to  many  on  Tuesday  afternoon 
in  an  annual  party  for  all  friends,  as  were 
exchanges  generally  and  some  other  or- 
ganizations. 

Wisper  and  Wetsman  circuit  had  every 
theatre  lavishly  decorated  for  the  season, 
and  the  houses  gave  Christmas  parties  for 
all  child  patrons  on  the  preceding  Sat- 
urday, giving  away  candy  to  all  comers. 
Similar  parties  were  given  by  many  other 
houses,  with  some  unique  plans  by  vari- 
ous UDT  houses.  At  the  Palms-State, 
thousands  of  children  from  homes  and  in- 
stitutions of  various  types  were  guests  on 
two  successive  days. 


"Bottom  Falls  Out" 

Before  Christmas 

Pittsburgh — Exhibitors  were  prepared 
for  that  pre-Christmas  slump  but  not  to 
the  extent  of  “having  the  bottom  fall  out,” 
as  it  was  expressed  by  a number  of  local 
theatremen.  They  were  optimistic,  how- 
ever, regarding  their  holiday  bookings  and 
generally  believed  there  would  be  a strong 
comeback  at  the  boxoffice. 

There  was  no  statistical  report  available 
at  this  writing,  but  from  all  sides  it  ap- 
peared certain  that  this  was  a banner 
Christmas  shopping  season.  Downtown 
stores  were  jammed  for  weeks  and  Santa 
and  all  his  helpers  were  kept  busy  right  up 
to  the  last  moment. 

Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  county — the 
“workshop  of  the  world” — has  enjoyed  a 
17.5  per  cent  decline  in  relief  rolls  in  re- 
cent months.  While  this  industrial  area 
has  been  greatly  stimulated  by  defense  or- 
ders, there  is  no  actual  “boom.” 

Exhibitor  leaders  here  state  that  for  the 
present  they  will  be  satisfied  to  do  satis- 
factory business  at  prevailing  admission 
prices.  The  local  Allied  unit  is  on  record 
against  increasing  prices  for  particular  at- 
tractions. 


Krebs  Tells  Critics 
Cleveland — Connie  Krebs  of  RKO  spent 
a few  days  here  telling  newspaper  critics 
about  forthcoming  product. 


tres.  In  addition  to  the  new  Brentwood 
house,  the  circuit  took  over  the  nearby 
Melrose,  the  State,  Wilkinsburg,  and  the 
Princess,  Donora.  The  Scott  circuit  added 
units  at  Nemacolin  and  South  Fork;  the 
Lunds  acquired  the  Carmichaels  theatre 
and  practically  rebuilt  it;  M.  Serventi  add- 
ed a Chicora  unit.  The  Blatt  Bros,  ac- 
quired Albion  and  Martinsburg  theatres. 

Remodeling  in  this  area  was  the  most 
extensive  in  a number  of  years  and  there 
were  more  relacements  of  equipments  re- 
ported by  supply  houses  than  in  several 
seasons. 

Pittsburgh  film  exchanges  improved 
their  standings  generally,  increasing  their 
revenue  and  serving  more  accounts. 

The  Allied  Information  Department  re- 
port of  December  12  showed  that  the  cur- 
rent film  product  is  74.4  sold  in  this  ter- 
ritory and  that  85.8  of  the  total  number  of 
pictures  sold  were  on  a “flat”  basis. 


Dislribule  Funds  to 
Industry's  Needy 


Pittsburgh — Film  Mutual  Aid  Group’s 
annual  Christmas  relief  fund  was  dis- 
tributed before  the  holiday  to  former  mem- 
bers of  the  local  industiT  who  are  unem- 
ployed, ill  or  in  need  of  assistance.  Re- 
public Pictures  Corp.  of  Pittsburgh  sup- 
plied costs,  which  included  stamps,  paper 
and  mimeographing,  and  James  H.  Alex- 
ander served  as  treasurer. 

Third  and  final  list  of  contributors  in- 
cluded: M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Hymen  M.  Whee- 
ler, James  Retter,  Sam  Fleishman,  Morris 
Finkel  and  Alex  S.  Moore,  Andy  Biordi, 
Art  Morrone,  Lou  Hanna,  Israel  Roth,  Rus 
Wehrle,  Grand  Theatre  (Elizabeth);  M. 
Meyers,  Keith  Chambers,  S.  Gould,  Leo 
Cantor,  Phil  Rosenberg,  Fred  Kimmerle, 
Robert  F.  Klingensmith  and  C.  C.  Kellen- 
berg.  Contributions  of  Si  Feld  and  Gus 
Vaveris  of  last  year  were  held  over  and 
distributed  this  week. 


Restrains  Certification 
Of  Sunday  Show  Vote 

Beaver,  Pa. — Judge  Prank  E.  Reader  has 
issued  a temporary  injunction  restraining 
Beaver  county  commissioners  from  certify- 
ing the  Sunday  motion  picture  referendum 
at  Rochester.  Emil  Winograd  of  the 
Rochester  Amusement  Co.  petitioned  the 
court,  charging  that  the  election  was  con- 
ducted “negligently,  carelessly  and  indif- 
ferently” in  Rochester’s  five  precincts.  The 
issue  was  defeated  by  87  votes,  but  an  of- 
ficial recount  showed  38  ballots  missing 
and  191  voided  or  blank. 


Warner  Will  Build 

Youngstown,  Ohio — Plans  for  a new 
1,000-seater,  the  first  neighborhood  house 
for  Youngstown’s  northside,  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Warner  officials  here.  The 
building  will  cost  approximately  $100,000 
and  probably  will  be  ready  for  opening 
next  summer,  they  said. 
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Trial  of  Midwest-Cooperative 
Suit  Recessed  Till  Dec.  31 


Detroit — Trial  of  the  suit  of  Midwest 
Theatres  against  Cooperative  Theatres  of 
Michigan  in  federal  court  has  recessed 
until  December  31,  with  virtual  comple- 
tion of  presentation  of  evidence  for  the 
plaintiff. 

James  C.  Ritter  of  the  Rialto,  before 
the  recess,  returned  to  the  stand  briefly 
to  clarify  some  earlier  testimony  as  there 
had  apparently  been  some  misinterpreta- 
tion of  some  questions  put  by  counsel. 

Another  returning  witness  was  Prank 
Stuart,  who  is  now  personnel  manager  and 
booker  for  Midwest,  and  who  supported 
the  testimony  given  in  the  opening  of  the 
trial  by  Raymond  Schreiber,  president  of 
the  circuit,  to  the  effect  that  this  group 
was  unable  to  close  deals  with  the  vari- 
ous major  distributors  until  they  had 
signed  their  deals  with  Cooperative  thea- 
tres. Stuart  returned  later  for  brief  cross- 
examination. 

Joseph  Miskinis,  now  operating  the 
Alden,  and  building  a new  house  in  north- 
eastern Detroit,  testified  that  he  gave  up 
membership  in  Cooperative  because  he  was 
unable  to  get  the  pictures  that  he  wanted 
for  his  house  cheaply  enough. 

William  Schulte,  who  runs  a string  of 
small  houses  in  Detroit  neighborhoods  and 
suburbs,  and  in  southeastern  Michigan 
generally,  was  the  last  witness  for  the 

UDT,  W&W  Operate 
Suburban  Deluxer 

Detroit — Opening  of  the  Royal  at  West 
Seven  Mile  Road  and  Meyers  Friday  night 
was  the  formal  highlight  of  Detroit’s  the- 
atrical Christmas  season.  The  event  was 
widely  advertised  beforehand,  in  one  of  the 
most  extensive  campaigns  put  on  for  a 
neighborhood  theatre  opening  in  the  past 
decade. 

Outstanding  significance  of  this  big 
2,500-seat  house  will  be  its  unique  position 
under  joint  operation  by  Detroit’s  two 
largest  circuits — United  Detroit  'Tlieatres 
and  Wisper  and  Wetsman  Theatres.  The 
former  is  the  Detroit  Paramount  affiliate, 
while  the  latter  is  a local  independent  cir- 
cuit, formed  several  years  ago  when  Lew 
Wisper  and  Frank  A.  Wetsman  merged 
their  independent  holdings,  and  since  ex- 
panded from  year  to  year  as  new  houses 
were  built  or  bought. 

Wisper  and  Wetsman  does  not  become 
an  affiliated  circuit  by  this  new  setup.  No 
other  houses  in  either  circuit  are  affected 
by  the  joint  operation  of  the  Royal,  and 
a completely  separate  management  has 
been  set  up  for  this  house.  Under  this 
setup,  the  house  management  and  book- 
ing will  be  in  charge  of  Wisper  and  Wets- 
man personally  for  their  interest,  and 
Earl  Hudson,  president,  and  E.  L.  Hyman, 
booker,  of  UDT,  for  the  circuit.  Bookings 
for  the  house  will  be  physically  handled 
through  Hyman  and  through  Daniel  J. 
Lewis  of  W&W,  but  will  not  clear  through 
Cooperative  Theatres  of  which  W&W  is  a 
member.  Books  will  be  kept  at  the  theatre. 

Detroiters  will  remember  a precedent 
for  a somewhat  similar  arrangement  when 
the  old  Kunsky  circuit — predecessor  of  the 
UDT  group — first  became  affiliated  with 


plaintiff.  Schulte’s  testimony  was  con- 
fined to  the  situation  at  Ferndale,  Mich., 
a Detroit  suburb,  where  he  operates  the 
Radio  City  in  opposition  to  the  Ferndale, 
a Co-op  house  owned  by  Thomas  Ealand. 

Court  was  adjourned  the  last  of  the 
week  to  allow  auditors  for  both  sides  to 
prepare  summaries  of  statistical  evidence 
sought  by  the  plaintiff,  and  these  sum- 
maries were  introduced  on  Tuesday  fol- 
lowing an  examination  of  books  and  con- 
tracts for  both  sides. 

Summary  of  the  evidence  went  into 
comparative  operating  costs  and  profits 
of  both  sides,  and  was  intended  to  show 
that  Midwest  houses  paid  more  for  the 
same  pictures  on  the  same  run  than  Co- 
operative houses.  Houses  selected  for  com- 
parison were  the  four  crucial  theatres  of 
the  Woodward  Avenue  impasse,  which  gave 
rise  to  the  entire  suit  in  the  first  place — 
the  Colonial,  headquarters  of  the  Midwest 
circuit,  and  the  Roxy,  operated  by  the 
Cohen  Brothers  in  the  next  block,  for  the 
first  pair;  and  the  Midwest’s  Majestic 
contrasted  with  the  Cohens’  Mayfair  for 
the  second. 

Following  presentation  of  these  detailed 
figures,  court  was  adjourned  until  De- 
cember 31  with  the  probability  that  trial 
would  not  actually  be  resumed  until  Jan- 
uary 2.  At  that  time.  Co-op  is  expected 
to  begin  presentation  of  its  evidence. 


Paramount,  but  the  Columbia  which  it 
then  operated  was  kept  practically  sepa- 
rate for  booking  and  operation. 

With  the  Royal  going  into  the  second- 
run  class,  Detroit  will  now  have  eight 
theatres  in  this  category  compared  with 
six  major  first  runs  normally  operating. 


Wisper  & Wetsman  Start 
Construction  on  New  House 

Detroit — Ground  was  broken  for  one 
more  new  theatre  in  the  northwestern  sec- 
tion of  the  city  and  suburbs,  where  about 
a dozen  have  been  started  or  planned  with- 
in the  past  year.  The  new  house  was 
started  Fi’iday  by  the  Wisper  and  Wets- 
man circuit,  who  opened  the  new  Royal 
this  week,  and  have  the  Dearborn  under 
construction. 

The  latest  house,  still  unnamed,  is  at 
Southfield  and  Warren  Roads,  and  will 
have  1,492  seats.  'The  territory  is  prob- 
ably not  over  25  per  cent  built  up  as  yet, 
and  is  very  close  to  some  thousands  of 
acres  of  farm  lands  held  by  Henry  Ford, 
which  will  presumably  become  a huge 
housing  development  in  the  future. 

Start  of  construction  here  emphasizes 
the  impetus  to  construction  given  by  the 
consideration  of  Detroit’s  new  zoning  or- 
dinance. The  principal  feature,  as  far  as 
theatres  are  affected,  will  be  the  provi- 
sion of  a definite  car  parking  area  for 
patrons,  based  on  size  of  the  house.  Ac- 
tually, most  of  the  theatres  now  being 
built  in  outlying  areas  have  ample  car 
parking  provisions,  in  some  cases  at  least, 
in  excess  of  those  demanded  by  the  or- 
dinance— one  operator  is  planning  one  car 
space  for  every  two  seats.  However,  vol- 
untary planning  of  parking  area,  rather 
than  compliance  with  a rigid  ordinance — 
whose  figures  have  not  yet  been  finally 
determined — is  naturally  the  choice  of  the- 
atre builders,  and  has  been  one  cause  of 
the  amount  of  building  now  under  way  or 
planned. 


T^ETRO’S  JOHN  ALLEN,  transferred  to 
Washington,  D.  C.,  was  the  recipient 
of  a gold  watch,  presented  by  the  office, 
at  the  annual  Christmas  party  and  dinner 
held  at  the  Hotel  Alms,  which  also  served 
as  a testimonial  to  Allen.  Gifts  also  were 
bestowed  on  E.  M.  Booth,  branch  manager, 
and  William  “Red”  Devanney  . . . Uni- 
versal’s Xmas  party,  staged  on  Saturday, 
also  was  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  social 
affairs  dotting  Filmrow.  Lovely  gifts  were 
presented  every  one  in  the  exchange  em- 
ploy, Peter  Rosian  and  the  sales  force 
playing  Santa  Claus.  A luncheon  and  re- 
freshments added  to  the  festivities. 

The  Cinema  Club,  headed  by  Rudy 
Knoepfle,  will  hold  its  annual  election  next 
month,  with  the  installation  of  officers  at 
the  February  meeting.  On  this  occasion,  a 
radio  or  cash  award  will  be  made  on  a 
drawing  to  increase  the  treasury  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  Alexander  Needham  have  de- 
parted on  a holiday -vacation  in  Florida 
. . . Filmrow  friends  of  Ed  H.  Mayer,  re- 
porter for  Quigley  Publications,  will  re- 
gret to  learn  he  is  confined  to  a local  hos- 
pital undergoing  an  eye  operation. 

Andy  Niedenthal,  Pete  Niland  and  Nat 
Kaplan  are  in  charge  of  arrangements  for 
Queen  City  Variety  Club’s  New  Year’s 
Eve  party,  to  be  held  at  the  clubrooms  in 
the  Netherland  Plaza.  Tickets  are  $3.50 
per  person  and  include  dinner  and  a floor 
show,  with  dancing  imtil  morning  . . . 
Columbia  exchange  shipping  department 
presented  a live  goose  to  their  good  friend 
Gene  Hazelton,  trucker  for  the  Miles  cir- 
cuit. 

Sugar  Bockelage,  Paramount  Los 
Angeles  exchange,  is  visiting  her  sister, 
Mrs.  William  Schneider,  formerly  with 
Universal  . . . Kenneth  Williams  opened 
his  new  Royal  in  Paintsville,  Ky.,  Decem- 
ber 24  . . . Lon  Spurlock  will  open  his  new 
theatre  at  Midkif,  W.  Va.,  in  mid-January 
. . . Orville  Wood,  Majestic  and  Dover 
theatres,  Camden,  is  leaving  for  a six- 
week  stay  in  Florida. 

Anna  Long,  Warner  employe  of  many 
years  standing,  left  for  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  personnel  presented  her  with  a fine 
traveling  bag.  Miss  Long’s  place  is  being 
filled  by  Agnes  Lamert  . . . RKO  Branch 
Manager  Stanley  Jacques  and  Mrs.  Jac- 
ques are  in  California  spending  the  holi- 
days with  their  two  sons  who  attend 
Southern  California  . . . Maurice  White, 
Libson  & White,  entertained  all  local  book- 
ers at  a Christmas  party  at  the  Hotel  Alms. 
The  affair,  an  annual  one  much  antici- 
pated, was  attended  100  per  cent. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  MacDonald  opened  the  new 
Boulevard,  an  addition  to  the  MacDonald 
chain,  December  21.  Mrs.  MacDonald  will 
manage  the  house  . . . "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  returns  to  RKO  Capitol,  with  a 
special  New  Year’s  Eve  reserved-seat  show- 
ing at  a 65-cent  top.  Shubert’s  will  stage 
three  performances  with  reserved  seats  on 
New  Year’s  Eve,  with  $1.25  top.  Program 
will  include  a stage  show  and  fUmfare  . . . 
Viola  Hopper,  RKO  Theatres,  lost  her 
father  last  week. 


Rich  Pact  for  Crosby 

Hollywood — Under  a new  contract  just 
signed  with  Paramount,  Bing  Crosby  is 
slated  to  make  nine  pictures  for  the  com- 
pany. He  will  receive  $175,000  per  film 
and  is  allowed  to  make  one  outside  picture 
a year. 
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BURTUS  BISHOP  jr. 


3S  Films  Won  Extended  Time 
In  Cleveland  During  1940 


Pilisburgh  Industry 
Will  Honor  Bishop 


Pittsburgh — Exhibitors,  friends  and  fel- 
low Variety  Club  barkers  will  say  “Good- 
bye and  Godspeed”  to  Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  at 
a testimonial  dinner  in  his  honor  Monday 
evening,  January  6. 

Local  M-G-M  manager,  recently  pro- 
moted to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  as  midwestern 
district  manager,  in  the  several  years  he 
has  been  here  has  established  himself  as 
one  of  Pittsburgh’s  most  prominent  film 
executives. 

The  January  6 banquet,  to  be  staged  in 
the  Urban  Room  of  the  William  Penn 
Hotel,  will  be  a stag  and  informal  affair. 
Tickets  are  $5. 

Michael  N.  Shapiro,  exhibitor  leader,  is 
general  chairman  of  the  testimonial  and 
all  local  film  company  branch  managers 
are  members  of  the  ticket  committee  under 
Peter  Dana,  chairman. 


By  ELSIE  LOEB 

Cleveland — A survey  of  the  picture 
scene  in  Cleveland  during  the  year  just 
ended  shows  that  56  features  won  extended 
runs  ranging  from  two  to  ten  weeks  in 
first-run  situations.  This  compares  with 
64  pictures  held  over  during  1939. 

On  closer  scrutiny,  it  is  revealed  that  of 
these  56,  six  stayed  on  at  their  original 
theatre  of  exhibition  while  the  remaining 
50  were  in  the  moveover  classification.  The 
six  actual  holdovers  were  “They  Drive  by 
Night”  (WB),  “The  Sea  Hawk”  (WB), 
“Boom  Town”  (M-G-M),  “Andy  Hardy 
Meets  Debutante”  (M-G-M),  “Hunchback 
of  Notre  Dame”  (RKO),  and  “Grapes  of 
Wrath”  (20th-Fox). 

“Gone  With  the  Wind”  established  an 
all-time  record  of  10  weeks  at  advanced 
prices  with  an  evening  reserved-seat  policy. 
“The  Great  Dictator”  played  five  weeks 
under  the  same  policy. 

Five  pictures  won  enough  public  acclaim 
to  warrant  being  held  four  weeks,  namely, 
“Andy  Hardy  Meets  Debutante”  (M-G-M), 
“I  Love  You  Again”  (M-G-M),  “All  This, 
and  Heaven  Too”  (WB),  “North  West 


Detroit  Club  Open  House 
Planned  New  Years  Eve 

Detroit — Detroit  Variety  Club  will  hold 
open  house  New  Year’s  Eve  at  its  own 
quarters  in  the  Book  Cadillac  Hotel.  Danc- 
ing from  10  p.  m.  to  2:00  a.  m.  with  Dave 
Diamond’s  orchestra  will  be  one  of  several 
special  attractions  for  the  evening. 

Committee  for  the  affair  includes:  Edgar 
E.  Kirchner,  Family  Theatre,  chairman; 
David  Flayer,  Amo  Theatre;  David  Kaplan, 
Theatrical  Advertising  Company;  Jack 
Thompson,  Paramount;  Wade  Allen,  Pine 
Arts  Theatre,  and  Max  Blumenthal,  Film 
Projection  Theatre. 


Elect  in  Hazelton 

Hazelton,  Pa. — Local  152  of  the  opera- 
tors union  will  install  its  new  officers 
January  5.  They  are:  Vincent  McKelvey, 
president;  John  Gallagher,  vice-president; 
Anthony  DeCosmo,  secretary-treasurer; 
Henry  Krissinger,  recording  secretary; 
Alex  Smutzer,  sergeant-at-arms,  and  Wil- 
liam Boyle,  business  agent. 


Metro  Borrows  Sancders 

Hollywood- — Metro  has  borrowed  George 
Sanders  from  20th-Pox  for  a top  role  in 
“Rage  in  Heaven,”  Robert  Montgomery 
starrer. 
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How  They  Fared 

in 

Cleveland 

Cleveland — How  extended 

playing  time  was  shared  by 

the  various  majors  in 

Cleveland  during  1940  is  indicated  in  the  table 

below. 

Comparative  figures  for 

1939 

also  are  listed. 

Two  Weeks 

Three  Weeks  Four  Weeks 

Company — 

193£ 

1 1940 

1939 

1940  1939 

1940 

M-G-M  

12 

9 

6 

2 

Warner  Bros.  

6 

8 

5 

4 

1 

Universal  

3 

5 

1 

United  Artists  

4 

5 

1 

RKO  

4 

4 

1 

1 1 

1 

20th-Fox  

6 

4 

3 

1 

Paramount  

6 

3 

2 

1 

Columbia  

2 

3 

1 

Vi 
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Mounted  Police”  (Para)  and  “My  Favorite 
Wife”  (RKO). 

Of  the  eight  held  three  weeks,  Warner 
had  four,  United  Artists  one,  RKO  one, 
20th-Fox  one,  and  Paramount  one.  War- 
ner pictures  in  this  group  were  “Fighting 
69th,”  “Virginia  City,”  “Sea  Hawk”  and 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American.”  From 
United  Artists  came  “Rebecca,”  20th-Fox 
contributed  “Grapes  of  Wrath,”  and  Para- 
mount, “Ghost  Breakers.” 

Forty-one  of  the  56  pictures  extended 
played  two-week  engagements.  Of  these 
iVl-G-M  contributed  nine;  Warner,  eight; 
Universal,  five;  United  Artists,  five;  RKO, 
four;  20th-Fox,  four;  Columbia,  three,  and 
Paramount,  three.  The  M-G-M  pictures  of 
this  group  were  “Balalaika,”  “Judge  Hardy 
and  Son,”  “Edison,  the  Man,”  “Waterloo 
Bridge,”  “Susan  and  God,”  “The  Mortal 
Storm,”  “New  Moon,”  “Andy  Hardy  Meets 
Debutante”  and  “Boom  Town.”  Warner,  a 
close  second  with  eight,  had  “Four  Wives,” 
“Ehrlich,”  “Torrid  Zone,”  “Brother  Or- 
chid,” “They  Drive  by  Night,”  “No  Time 
for  Comedy,”  “City  for  Conquest”  and  “The 
Letter.” 

Universal’s  five  holdovers  were  “Destry 
Rides  Again,”  “It’s  a Date,”  “The  Boys 
Prom  Syracuse,”  “Seven  Sinners”  and 
“Spring  Parade.”  United  Artists  had  “My 
Son,  My  Son,”  “Foreign  Correspondent,” 
“Pastor  Hall,”  “The  Westerner”  and 
“Housekeeper’s  Daughter.” 

RKO  contributed  “Pinocchio,”  “Primrose 
Path,”  Disney  “Festival  of  Hits,”  and 
“Lucky  Partners.”  Twentieth-Fox  had 
“Lillian  Russell,”  “The  Return  of  Frank 
James,”  “The  Mark  of  Zorro”  and  “Tin 
Pan  Alley.”  Columbia  had  “His  Girl  Fri- 
day,” “He  Stayed  for  Breakfast”  and 
“Howards  of  Virginia”  and  Paramount, 
“Gulliver’s  Travels,”  “The  Road  to  Singa- 
pore” and  “Buck  Benny  Rides  Again.” 


Installed  as  Chiei- 


Bert  Steam,  United  Artists  district 
manager,  was  installed  as  Chief 
Barker  by  the  Cleveland  Variety  Club 
at  a party  held  in  the  Hollenden  Hotel, 
December  14.  Some  200  mernbers  and 
friends  attended  the  event. 
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Pittsburgh  Headliners  of  1940 


vs 

JANUARY 

INDUSTRY  mourned  the  death  of  Harry 

Davis,  78,  pioneer  exhibitor,  who  had 
been  ill  and  inactive  for  a dozen  years  , . . 
C.  C.  Kellenberg  observed  his  20th  anni- 
versary in  the  industry  and  250  friends 
honored  him  at  a testimonial  dinner  . . , 
Pittsburgh  Better  Business  Bureau  brand- 
ed Bank  Night  a lottery  . . , Richard  D. 
Marks,  president  of  Allied  of  West  Virginia, 
in  drive  against  inroads  of  16mm  exhibi- 
tions . . . Grand  National  folded  and  Max 
Shulgold  opened  independent  exchange  . . . 
Pittsburgh  Central  Labor  Union  (AFL) 
fights  Neely  Bill  , , . “GWTW”  opened  at 
Warner  , . . State  supreme  court  ren- 
dered void  efforts  of  Meadville  exhibitor 
to  enjoin  by  civil  court  procedure  threat- 
ened criminal  prosecution  of  its  Bank 
Night  activities. 

FEBRUARY 

Post-Gazette  against  Neely  Bill  . . . Rex, 
Shinnston,  destroyed  by  fire  . . . State 
athletic  commission  placed  surtax  on  fight 
passes  to  aid  destitute  boxers  . . . Thomas 
P.  Hollis,  “Fuzzy”  Knight,  George  W. 
Moody  and  Ken  Boothman,  dead  . . . Ri- 
voli,  Ebensburg,  destroyed  by  fire  . . . Dis- 
missal motion  denied  in  the  I.  Harvey 
Emerson,  et  ah,  (Erie),  $150,000  damage 
suit  . . . NSS  entered  accessory  business 
with  headquarters  at  Paramount  exchange 
. . . Warner  purchased  State,  Johnstown. 

MARCH 

George  T.  Anton,  dead  . . . Edward  H. 
Goldberg,  retired  ...  Ed  Lebby  observed 
25th  anniversary  as  salesman  here  cover- 
ing the  same  area  . . . NSS-AA  acquired 
Independent  Display  Co.,  and  AMPTO 
went  on  record  against  threatened  mo- 
nopolization in  accessory  field. 

APRIL 

M.  C.  Burnett  named  manager  of  Loew’s 
Penn,  succeeding  Charles  Kurtzman,  pro- 
moted to  division  manager  in  northeast 
. . . “Good-Will”  shindig  at  Altoona 
brought  out  125  goodfellows  . . . Fayette 
county  outlawed  traveling  carnivals  . . . 
Perry  Nathan  named  manager  here  for 
NSS. 

MAY 

“X”  seals  barred  by  state’s  attorney  gen- 
eral who  ruled  against  such  seals  for 
emergency,  borrowed  or  agreement  prints 
. . . Republic  won  Filmrow  Bowling  League 
honors  and  George  Ball  named  president 
. . . Jack  Judd  opened  poster  renter  ser- 
vice here  . . . New  lottery  bills  introduced 
in  “non-controversial”  legislative  session 
. . . “Lillian  Russell”  premiere  here  a bust 
. . . Mrs.  Emma  Rowland,  Mrs.  Toby  Finkel 
and  James  Lyon  Gilliland,  dead  . . . Jules 
Lapidus  promoted  to  Universal  eastern 
district  manager  . . . Local  16mm  film  dis- 
tributor opens  several  national  branches 
in  midwest,  central  and  southern  cities. 

JUNE 

William  D.  Davis,  dead  . . . George  Elmo 
promoted  to  Cleveland  branch  manager 
for  Paramount  . . . Ike  Berney  observed 
his  36th  anniversary  as  exhibitor  . . . 
Beaver  county  outlawed  Bank  Night  . . . 
Clarksburg  theatre  sued  public  service 
company  for  $185,000,  based  on  fire  dam- 
age . . . Mrs.  Catherine  Blatt,  Ed  Mor- 
rison and  Joseph  P.  Lefko,  dead  . . . Har- 
ris circuit  celebrated  35th  anniversary  . . . 
Warner  divisional  sales  conference  here 
. . . Mark  Browar  observed  33rd  anniver- 
sary in  industry,  retired  . . . Jack  Graham 
resigned  film  sales  duties  . . . AMPTO  of 
W.  Pa.  had  largest  visiting  delegation  at 


— 

national  Allied  convention  in  Chicago  . . . 
Local  16mm  distributor  stated  if  all  sources 
of  supply  were  stopped  now  he  has  avail- 
able product  for  next  seven  years. 

JULY 

Federal  amusement  tax  effective  July  1 
. . . lATSE  Local  171  claimed  jurisdiction 
over  coin-operated  film  machines  . . . Carl 
M.  Sherkel  retired  . . . Independents  and 
union  operators  negotiate  new  contracts 
. . . Harry  Hendel  named  to  exhibitors’ 
labor  committee. 

AUGUST 

State  department  put  foot  down  on  non- 
theatricals . . . The  Walter  Thomases  ob- 
served 28th  anniversary  . . . Dennis  J. 
O’Brien  and  Bronson  Rees,  dead  . . . 
AMPTO  registered  protest  against  the 
“pulling”  of  prints  after  confirmations  and 
the  methods  of  relaying  prints  and  incon- 
venience to  customers  . . . The  Tony  Vin- 
cents observed  25th  anniversary  . . . First 
Drive-In  opened  here  and  the  loud-speaker 
noise  nuisance  soon  had  the  operators  in 
court  where  they  agreed  to  “tune  it  down” 

. . . West  Virginia  Managers’  Ass’n  in  sixth 
annual  convention  at  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  re-elected  all  officers  . . . 
AMPTO’s  eighth  annual  corn  roast  at- 
tended by  150  . . . Local  industry  commit- 
tee started  organized  fight  against  16mm 
exhibitions  . . . Bob  Lynch  and  Ed  Lebby, 
retired  film  salesmen,  honored  by  140  at 
Conneaut  Lake  party. 

SEPTEMBER 

George  W.  Collins,  dead. 

OCTOBER 

C.  C.  Kellenberg  named  new  chief  bar- 
ker of  Variety,  succeeding  C.  J.  Latta  . . . 
Frank  H.  Keller  and  mother  of  Harry  Kal- 
mine,  dead  . . . Clark-Callahan,  Inc.,  in- 
augurate Super  Highway  Express,  giving 
over-night  trucking  service  between  Pitts- 
burgh and  Philadelphia  . . . Superior  court 
ruled  Beaver  county  Bank  Night  illegal 
. . . Shea’s  lease  local  Fulton  . . . Harris 
company  purchases  William  Penn  . . . Fred 
A.  Beedle  elected  AMPTO  president  at 
20th  annual  convention  which  honored  re- 
tiring president,  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  at  a 
testimonial  banquet. 

NOVEMBER 

Pennsylvania  censors  awarded  seals  to 
“Ramparts  We  Watch”  and  “The  World  in 
Flames”  after  bans  had  brought  public 
protests  . . . Sunday  shows  won  in  65  com- 
munities and  were  defeated  in  86  . . . 
W.  W.  Wyke,  Matthew  Zoppetti  and  Vin- 
cenzo DePascale,  dead  . . . Matthew  Mans- 
field Neely  elected  governor  of  West  Vir- 
ginia . . . J.  C.  Shanklin  elected  to  House 
of  Delegates  from  Greenbrier  county.  West 
Virginia  . . . Mid-State  Theatres  acquired 
Stoneboro’s  Community  Civic  Center,  a 
PWA  project,  for  operation  as  a theatre 
. . . Mercer  county  banned  Bank  Night  . . . 
Bob  Dunbar  promoted  to  Cincinnati  as 
Warner  branch  manager  . . . Harris  Al- 
vin roof  collapsed  during  “dinner  hour” 
and  a major  tragedy  was  averted,  only 
four  persons  being  slightly  injured  . . . 
H.  R.  Wood  retired  after  a quarter-of-a- 
century  in  exhibition. 

DECEMBER 

John  J.  Maloney’s  M-G-M  district  ex- 
panded to  include  Detroit,  Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh  and  Buffalo,  and  Burtus  Bishop 
jr.  was  promoted  by  Leo  to  midwest  dis- 
trict manager  with  headquarters  in  Kan- 
sas City  . . . Bryan  D.  “Buck”  Stoner  pro- 
moted to  post  as  local  branch  manager  for 
M-G-M  . . . McDonald  and  Rochester  peti- 


Cleveland  Glimpses 
Panoram  Soundies 


Cleveland — Panoram  Soundies  were  un- 
veiled last  Friday  at  the  Carter  Hotel  be- 
fore a select  group  at  the  invitation  of 
Midwest  Specialties  Co.,  Ohio  representa- 
tives of  the  new  dime-in-the-slot  film  ma- 
chine. 

Present  at  the  dinner  which  preceded 
the  showing  of  the  machine,  were  mem- 
bers of  the  city  council,  the  chamber  of 
commerce,  Western  Reserve  University,  the 
press,  motion  picture  and  radio  folks  and 
friends  of  officials  of  Midwest  Specialties, 
which  is  headed  by  Urban  Anderson  as 
president;  Sam  Brodella,  vice-president, 
and  George  Ulcigan,  secretary-treasurer. 

Jack  Parr  of  WGAR  acted  as  master  of 
ceremonies  with  comedy  contributed  by 
Wally  Brown,  headliner  on  the  RKO  Pal- 
ace vaudeville  bill,  through  the  courtesy 
of  RKO’s  district  manager,  Nat  Holt. 

The  guests  seemed  very  absorbed  in  the 
three-minute  featurettes. 

Anderson  stresses  the  point  that  Pano- 
ram is  not  competing  with  regular  thea- 
tres. For  a dime,  a three-minute  musical 
number  is  presented.  “Obviously,”  he  said, 
“this  is  not  competition  to  a theatre  which 
offers  an  entire  evening’s  entertainment 
for  as  low  as  ten  cents.” 


20th-Fox  Billing  Contest 
Is  Won  by  E,  S.  Thorpe 

Pittsburgh — E.  S.  “Jim”  Thorpe,  20th- 
Fox  sales  representative  covering  the  local 
southern  area  and  West  Virginia,  was  the 
national  leader  in  the  company’s  18-week 
billing  contest.  A former  booker  here, 
Thorpe  has  been  a salesman  four  years. 
Three  other  Pittsburgh  sales  representa- 
tives finished  among  the  first  ten  in  the 
national  contest.  They  are  Austin  Inter- 
rante,  C.  C.  Kellenberg  and  George  Moore. 

Detroit  Picture  Council 
Sets  First  1941  Program 

Detroit — The  first  1941  program  of  the 
Greater  Detroit  Motion  Picture  Coimcil 
is  slated  for  Fi’iday,  January  3,  at  2:00 
p.  m.  Subject  will  be  “Music  in  Motion 
Pictures,”  with  Mrs.  S.  S.  Sutherland  as 
chairman.  Guest  artists  will  be  Mrs.  Mc- 
Kee Robinon,  Miss  Hilda  Hayes  and  Mrs. 
Edwin  S.  Sherrill,  who  will  be  in  charge 
of  arrangements  for  music. 

Three  Houses  Reseated 
By  Oliver  Supply  Co. 

Cleveland — Oliver  Theatre  Supply  has 
been  busy  reseating  several  theatres  in  the 
territory.  Leroy  Langford,  manager,  an- 
nounces he  has  installed  new  chairs  in  the 
Maple  Heights,  Cleveland:  the  Paramount, 
Akron,  and  in  the  Ames,  Jefferson. 


tinned  for  new  Sunday  film  referendums 
on  technicalities  . . . Arthur  Himmelein 
and  Sam  Bianco,  dead  . . . AMPTO  passed 
resolution  against  exhibitions  for  which  in- 
creased admission  prices  are  asked  by  dis- 
tributors . . . Ted  Tolley  re-elected  presi- 
dent of  Filmrow  Exchange  Employes  Local 
B-11,  lATSE-AFL  . . . Jim  Alexander  made 
Christmas  merry  for  former  local  mem- 
bers of  the  industry  who  are  ill  or  imem- 
ployed  by  collecting  and  distributing  a re- 
lief fund. 
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Argues  Bingo  Tax  Would 
Rebound  on  Exhibitors 

Cleveland — A group  of  Cleveland  thea- 
tre owners  have  taken  exception  with  P.  J. 
Wood,  business  manager  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio,  in  regard 
to  a recent  bulletin  in  which  he  advocated 
that  Bingo  game  resorts  should  be  subject 
to  federal  and  state  tax  the  same  as 
theatres. 

“Any  tax  imposition  on  Bingo,”  a local 
circuit  owner  stated,  “can  only  add  to  the 
burden  of  present  taxes  borne  by  the  mo- 
tion picture  exhibitor  because  Bingo  or 
similar  games  are  being  played  a minimum 
of  150  nights  a week  i-ight  here  in  Cleve- 
land theatres.” 

It  was  pointed  out  that  churches  and 
Bingo  parlors  charge  no  admission  so  that 
there  could  be  no  revenue  to  either  state 
or  government  through  an  admission  tax. 
And  if  operators  of  the  game  were  taxed, 
this  would  not  affect  the  public  in  any 
way  and  consequently  would  not  reduce 
Bingo  patronage,  it  was  held. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  operation  of 
Bingo  were  taxed,  the  argument  went,  this 
added  tax  would  fall  on  the  exhibitor  who 
already  is  suffering  from  a surfeit  of  taxes. 


Urges  Theatremen  to  Protect 
Employes  Called  to  Colors 

Columbus — P.  J.  Wood,  business  man- 
ager for  the  ITOO,  urges  all  theatre  own- 
ers to  protect  their  employes  who  may  be 
called  to  military  service  by  clearly  indi- 
cating to  “replacement  employes”  their 
jobs  are  temporary  and  subject  to  termina- 
tion at  any  time.  Wood  further  advocates 
such  understanding  be  put  in  writing  and 
signed  by  the  applicant  at  the  time  of 
employment. 

Such  employes,  states  a recent  ITOO 
bulletin,  when  hired  to  replace  individuals 
called  to  service,  are  not  subject  to  the 
re-employment  provisions  of  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940,  if  they 
themselves  are  subsequently  called  for 
military  service. 


MacDonald  Circuit  Opens 
New  Columbus  Theatre 

Columbus — The  newest  suburban  the- 
atre here,  the  Boulevard,  erected  at  a cost 
of  $125,000,  opened  Saturday  evening,  De- 
cember 21.  House  was  built  by  the  late 
C.  A.  MacDonald,  neighborhood  circuit 
operator,  and  has  seating  accommodations 
for  900,  and  an  adjoining  parking  lot  for 
275  cars. 

The  house  was  designed  and  erected  by 
the  P&Y  Construction  Co.  Gardiner  pro- 
jection has  been  installed  along  with  RCA 
sound  equipment.  Policy  will  be  subse- 
quent run  double  feature  films,  at  popu- 
lar prices. 


Entertain  3,200  Children 
At  Akron  Xmas  Party 

Akron,  Ohio — Frank  Henson,  Loew’s 
manager,  donated  the  use  of  the  theatre 
and  musicians,  operators  and  stagehands 
volunteered  their  services  for  the  annual 
Christmas  party  for  Akron’s  needy  chil- 
dren, held  December  23.  The  affair  was 
attended  by  3,200  youngsters. 

Tickets  for  the  party  were  mailed  to  all 
children  in  the  city  selected  by  the  Christ- 
mas Bureau  from  names  of  families  sub- 
mitted by  charitable  organizations. 


fJOLIDAY  AFTER  THOUGHTS.  Gert 
and  Dette  Schneider  of  the  Stratford 
had  Santa  Claus  all  up  in  the  air  . . . 
Cully  Buermele  was  host  Tuesday  to  the 
traditional  gathering  of  many  friends  over 
at  Cooperative  offices  . . . Floyd  Chrysler, 
M-G-M  salesman,  quietly  spending  his 
vacation  right  in  Detroit  visiting  friends 
and  getting  that  big  cruiser  ready  for  an- 
other season  . . . Barney  Adair,  National 
Screen  Service,  around  the  Fox  Tlieatre 
Building  playing  Santa  Claus  . . . Daniel 
J.  Lewis,  W&W  head  booker,  singing  “My 
Home  on  the  Range”  over  the  telephone. 

Art  Black,  general  manager  of  the  Char- 
got  circuit,  airmails  from  L.  A.  about  all 
the  sunshine  he  has  drunk  in,  while  being 
gladhanded  by  the  studios  there  . . . Man- 
ager Frank  Upton  of  UDT’s  Palms-State 
was  host  to  several  thousand  youngsters 
from  many  Detroit  orphanages  for  the  two 
days  before  Christmas,  at  special  matinees 
. . . Harrison  Clark,  W&W  booker,  pub- 
licity man  on  the  sidelines  . . . Joe  La  Rose, 
Roosevelt  manager,  almost  got  missed  by 
one  Santa  Claus. 

RKO  is  trade-screening  “Kitty  Foyle,” 
Monday,  December  30,  at  Wisper  & Wets- 
man’s  Roosevelt  Theatre  at  2:00  p.  m. 

John  Bufdoso  jr.,  who  is  operator  for 
Joseph  Stoia’s  Midway,  way  out  in  Dear- 
born, lives  out  ’tother  way  in  Highland 
Park. 

Southern  Notes:  Claire  Townsend,  Co- 
lumbia salesman,  is  discovering  home-town 
friends  from  Lake  Odessa,  Mich,  (before 
he  left  for  Florida)  . . . Jack  Morgan,  new- 
ly-appointed assistant  to  M-G-M  Manager 
F.  J.  Downey,  left  for  Florida  . . . Robert 
Bernstein  and  Dick  Lobar  of  Metro  sales 
staff  are  spending  their  vacation  in  Flor- 
ida . . . Belle  Burriss  of  Coulter  Premiums 
is  leaving  for  Texas  and  Arizona  after 
Christmas;  Hal  Burriss  expected  to  go  to 
Mexico  . . . Jim  West  and  wife  are  plan- 
ning to  return  to  Mexico,  even  if  they  have 
to  walk  home. 

Frank  Lorenzen,  theatrical  florist,  sends 
a neat  new  calendar  for  1941  . . . Russell 
N.  Carr,  son  of  George  W.  Carr  of  Inter- 
national Seating  Co.,  and  a former  seating 
service  operator  in  his  own  right,  has 
teamed  with  George  Knott,  formerly  with 
Donohue  Seating  Co.,  to  form  the  Modern 
Seating  Service  . . . Harry  Danzig,  manager 
of  Julius  Spill’s  Delray,  proudly  points  to 
his  new  front,  including  two  attractive 
new  cashiers. 

W.  Dan  Edmonds,  formerly  with  Alexan- 
der Film  Service,  has  established  Edmonds 
Screen  Ads  in  the  Fox  Theatre  Building 
. . . Don  Langen,  assistant  at  the  Lafay- 
ette, is  holding  down  the  fort  for  Manager 
Lester  A1  Smith,  who  was  in  New  York 
making  arrangements  for  reopening. 

Charlie  Snyder,  film  censor,  wants  to 
know  the  identity  of  Gil  Becker’s  (M-G-M) 
charming  luncheon  companion  of  three 
days  running  . . . Irving  Belinsky  trying  to 
put  exhibitors  out  of  Film  Drugs!  . . . Gus 
Greening,  dean  of  Filmrow,  wishing  all 
friends  a Happy  New  Year  ...  A.  Milo 
DeHaven,  ex-manager  of  the  Grand  and 
Belmont,  writes  from  Whitehouse,  Ohio, 
still  known  as  “that  movie  man  revivalist” 
. . . Frank  J.  Downey  played  Santa  for  the 
M-G-M  Club’s  pre-Christmas  party — com- 
plete with  refreshments  and  special 
screening. 

Twentieth-Fox  Notes:  Art  Knapp,  De- 
troit salesman,  is  spending  his  vacation  at 


home,  but  his  wife  is  going  to  Florida  early 
in  January  . . . W.  C.  Gehring,  division 
manager,  made  a sudden  flying  visit  to 
town  . . . Floyd  Keiller,  the  combination 
man,  is  spending  his  vacation  cleaning 
house. 

WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Emil  H.  Beck,  independent  booker,  busy 
switching  dates  and  re-routing  prints  for 
the  holidays  . . . Lester  Matt,  who  re- 
cently sold  his  four  houses  at  Flint  to  But- 
terfield, has  returned  to  the  real  estate 
business  . . . Harry  Lush,  Plymouth  and 
Northville  exhibitor,  is  planning  to  go  to 
Mexico. 


Schuckert  and  Stafford,  upstate  circuit, 
is  taking  over  the  Orr  at  Fowlerville,  for- 
merly operated  by  Joseph  Mellon  . . .Wil- 
liam Retty  is  taking  a more  active  interest 
in  the  Midway  at  Dearborn,  where  he  now 
is  an  active  partner  with  Joseph  Stoia. 


Bruce  Freeman  of  the  Strand,  Roscom- 
mon, is  interested  in  candy  machines  . . . 
Nicholas  George  has  registered  the  name 
of  the  Allen  Park  Theatre — Max  Allen  was 
said  to  be  planning  to  call  his  new  one  the 
Allen  or  Allen  Park. 

To  Every  Filmite — the  best  wishes  of  this 
column  for  a happy  and  prosperous  New 
Year.— H.  F.  R. 


Metro  Pep  Club  Closes 
Old  Year  With  Party 

Cleveland — The  all-girl  bowling  team  of 
the  M-G-M  Pep  Club,  which  meets  every 
Tuesday,  closed  the  old  year  with  a party 
last  Tuesday  at  the  home  of  Grace  Meier, 
secretary  to  Office  Manager  Phil  Harring- 
ton. After  scanning  the  season’s  scores, 
Amy  Lewis,  booker’s  secretary,  was  ac- 
knowledged the  team’s  top  bowler. 


"Second  Chorus"  at  Two 

Detroit — '“Second  Chorus,”  booked  for 
the  Michigan,  will  play  day-and-date  as 
the  New  Year’s  Eve  midnight  show  attrac- 
tion at  this  house  and  the  Palms-State. 
Both  picture  and  stage  show — headed  by 
Rosemary  Lane — have  been  booked  to  dou- 
ble for  the  night  between  the  two  big  UDT 
houses. 


Close  for  Holiday 

Canton,  Ohio — The  Grand,  which  has 
been  operating  since  September  with  a 
burlesque  policy,  imder  the  joint  sponsor- 
ship of  Warren  Irons  and  Jimmy  Walters, 
has  closed  for  the  Christmas  season  and 
will  reopen  Friday,  December  27,  with  the 
same  policy. 


Air*Conditioned  For  Your  Seasonal 
Comfort 

MAJESTIC  BAR 

Clifford  and  Montcalm 

meeting  peace  for  the  industry 
“Food  You’ll  Remember” 

DON  DRISCOLL  and  JIMMY  KING 
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M -G-M’s  LEO  handed  out  bonus  checks 
to  employes  in  the  lower  salary  brack- 
ets at  the  M-G-M  Pep  Club  Christmas 
party  last  Tuesday  which  started  with  an 
exchange  of  presents  in  the  exchange  and 
proceeded  to  the  Hollenden  Hotel  for  din- 
ner and  dancing  . . . Delos  Evans,  Warner 
assistant  contract  clerk,  is  vacationing  in 
Florida  . . . Dave  and  Mrs.  Robbins,  with 
theatres  in  Warren  and  Youngstown,  have 
departed  these  shores  to  winter  in  Florida. 

Item  for  pipe  smokers:  Ask  Warner’s 
“Pop”  Johnsoji  for  a sample  of  his  very 
own  5-way  Super-Super  Mix  . . . Lou  Marks 
has  changed  his  official  residence  from 
Cincinnati  to  Cleveland  where  he  takes 
over  Bryan  D.  Stoner’s  territory  for 
M-G-M,  Stoner  moving  up  to  M-G-M 
Pittsburgh  branch  manager. 

The  mid-winter  salesmen’s  vacation  time 
is  here.  Eddie  Brauer  and  Jack  Sogg  of 
M-G-M  have  not  announced  their  destina- 
tion: Eddie  Bergman  of  20th-Fox  and  the 
missus  will  spend  their  two  weeks  in  New 
York  visiting  with  Eddie’s  father.  Ted 
Scheinberg  of  20th-Fox  went  to  New  York 
to  attend  his  sister’s  wedding.  Sam  Lichter 
of  20th-Fox  and  Mrs.  Lichter  have  gone 
to  Florida  . . . George  Roberts,  20th-Fox 
district  manager,  joined  his  wife  and 
daughter  in  New  York  for  Christmas. 

Lee  Goldberg,  PRC  franchise  owner,  was 
in  New  York  over  the  weekend  attending 
a PRC  directors’  rneeting  . . . Ray  Cud- 
more,  former  theatre  supply  man,  is  re- 
ported in  the  furniture  business  in  Chagrin 
Falls  . . . Frances  Berns,  2Qth-Fox  tele- 
phone operator,  got  the  thrill  of  her  life 
last  week  when  she  earned  her  driver’s  li- 
cense . . . Bernie  Rubin  of  PRC  was  out 
making  personal  calls  on  exhibitors  in  the 
territory. 

Herbert  Horstemier  has  added  the  Cen- 
ter, Youngstown,  to  the  list  of  houses  he 
is  booking  . . . F.  H.  Hathaway  was  a 
Filmrow  visitor  during  the  week  . . . Re- 
public’s Rudy  Norton  and  Jack  Lefton  were 
officially  on  vacation  last  week,  but  they 
used  the  time  to  do  odd  jobs  around  the 
new  homes  they  recently  built. 

Which  member  of  the  Republic  boys  is 
on  the  Marion,  Ohio,  mailing  list?  And  we 
don’t  mean  Christmas  greeting  list,  either 
. . . Sid  Schoen  of  Distributors  Sales  Co. 
is  all  pepped  up  over  his  new  kiddy  busi- 
ness stimulator  called  Peg-Win.  It  oper- 
ates with  a neighborhood  merchants’  tieup 
. . . Mike  Krasman,  one  of  the  five  Loew 
State  Theatre  boys  now  with  the  National 
Guard  at  Camp  Shelby,  Hattiesburg,  Miss., 
has  just  received  his  corporal’s  stripes. 

Lee  Goldberg  is  moving  his  bookkeeping 
department  from  Cincinnati  to  Cleveland 
after  the  first  of  the  year,  making  this  the 
central  PRC  exchange  . . . Fred  Schram 
and  his  wife,  who  have  been  living  in  Delta, 
have  moved  back  to  the  Big  Town  . . . 
Mrs.  Katherine  Mack,  United  Artists  in- 
spectress, is  home  from  Charity  Hospital 
where  she  was  treated  for  a fractured  arm 
and  other  injuries  sustained  in  a fall  down 
a flight  of  stairs  in  her  home. 

Jack  Sogg  of  M-G-M  is  chairman  in 
charge  of  the  industry  party  to  be  held  at 
the  Hollenden  Hotel  on  January  13  to  cele- 
brate Bryan  D.  Stoner’s  promotion  from 
the  local  M-G-M  sales  ranks  to  Pittsburgh 
branch  manager  . . . Al  Sunshine  of  Holly- 
wood Advertising  Co.  is  having  trouble  get- 
ting into  his  office  these  days.  Reason  is 
that  his  new  9x15  foot  double-faced  pro- 


((  ■■■  ■- 

: Looking  Ahead  : 

VI-  - — - - ') 

Columbus — In  the  Capitol  City  territory 
it  will  be  indeed  a Happy  New  Year. 
Tongue-in-cheek,  we  elaborate: 

Pete  Wood — Because  of  the  state  legis- 
lature. 

Leo  Yassenoff — A building  boom. 

Harry  Schreiber — Stage  shows. 

Virgil  Jackson — The  Variety  Club. 

Joe  Sloan — Red  ink. 

Frank  Ferguson — A hilltop  haven. 

Russ  Bovim — Roger  Garret. 

Leo  Kessel — Lancaster  glass. 

Real  Neth — 30  days. 

Earl  Eveland — Twin  cities. 

Max  Steam — Four  from  the  ace. 

Harry  Young — 6,  2 and  even. 

Milt  Jacobs— Still  “GWTW.” 

Jim  Hendel — Loew’s. 

Bernie  Gardner — Johnny  Gardner. 

Roy  Reichelderfer — Censorship. 

Ethel  Miles — Projectionists. 

Al  Taylor — Another  year. 

Johnny  Barcroft — Press  books. 

Bill  Pullin — Community  life. 

Jack  Needham — “The  little  fellow.’’ 
George  Hardgrove — Check  and  double 
check. 

Woody  Wiler — Fridays. 

Larry  Caplane — Dale  Carnegie. 

Jolmny  Murphy — The  Irish. 

Charlie  Kennedy — Married  life. 

Milt  Staub — Thomas  A.  Edison. 

Mike  Cullen — The  Broad. 

Dave  Pence — Real  Neth. 

Fred  Rowland — Veni,  vidi,  vici. 

Watty  Watson — Lion  cubs. 

Bob  Greer — Unions. 

Al  Sugarman — Stan  Jacques. 

Johnny  Hardgrove — Promotion? 

Bob  Burns — Not  poetry. 

Curt  Littman — The  breaks. 

Clark  Rader — Brothers. 

Phil  Chakares — Springfield. 

Buddy  Winthrop — Weekends. 

Nat  Holt — Columbus. 

Lee  Fisher — Army  life. 

Freddie  Oestreicher — Scissors. 

Walter  Schott — Mauri  White. 

Clarence  Littler — “ATAHT.” 

Charlie  Gann — Another  convention. 

Bill  Cunningham — Variety. 

Bert  Williams — Clearance. 

Don  Poston — City  lights. 

Jake  Luft — Hearts. 

Roger  Garret — BMI. 


With  47th  Signal  Corps 

Fort  Knox,  Ky. — Harold  D.  Gibbons, 
who  operates  a radio  and  television  service 
at  Horse  Cave,  Ky.,  is  now  stationed  here 
with  the  47th  Signal  Corps,  radio  section. 
A former  showman.  Gibbons  is  also  work- 
ing a projectionist’s  shift  at  the  Fort  Knox 
Theatre. 


Anniversary  in  Canton 

Canton,  Ohio — The  Park  Theatre,  at 
nearby  North  Canton,  is  observing  its  first 
birthday  this  week.  George  S.  Ellis  is 
manager. 


cessed  display  flags  take  up  so  much  space. 

On"  the  ailing  list:  Lester  Zucker,  Co- 
lumbia branch  manager,  and  Joe  Kauff- 
man, Universal  branch  manager  . . . Para- 
mount’s “North  West  Mounted  Police” 
joined  the  list  of  exclusive  pictures  held 
over  locally  for  a four-week  run  . . . The 
M-G-M  Pep  Club  presented  a Xmas  bas- 
ket to  its  adopted  family. 


^HEATRE  managers  throughout  the  ter- 
ritory should  be  commended  for  an  un- 
usually high  number  of  charity  shows  pre- 
ceding Christmas.  Aside  from  the  fine 
gesture  in  donating  profits  to  charitable 
work,  we  cannot  think  of  a better  good- 
will builder! 

For  the  time  being  Mrs.  C.  A.  MacDon- 
ald will  continue  to  operate  the  circuit 
established  by  her  late  husband.  The  new 
Boulevard  oened  last  Saturday,  without 
doubt  the  finest  F&Y  job  yet.  Clarence 
Littler,  formerly  with  Schine’s  in  Dela- 
ware, is  house  manager,  with  Dal  Mac- 
Donald in  the  booth.  Replacing  Dal  as 
manager  of  the  Thurmania  arid  South- 
land is  Don  Poston,  also  a former  Schine 
man.  The  new  Beechwold  is  rapidly  near- 
ing completion,  should  be  ready  sometime 
late  in  January. 

Another  change  in  the  local  scene  finds 
Walter  Schott  moving  up  as  manager  of 
Mauri  White’s  Majestic,  replacing  Cliff 
Bozman  . . . Enjoying  the  Florida  sun  are 
the  Milt  Jacobs  and  the  Virgil  Jacksons 
. . . Metro’s  Watty  Watson  Saturday  blos- 
somed out  as  a script  writer,  his  opus  on 
John  Allen  in  Cincy  bringing  down  the 
house  . . . The  Miles  houses  were  closed 
Christmas  Eve  . . . Both  Loew’s  houses 
opened  new  bills  on  the  24th  instead  of 
usual  Thursday  changeday. 

Encountered  Walt  Coulter,  Richmond 
exhibitor,  in  town  last  week.  He  was  in 
for  the  funeral  of  his  brother-in-law,  the 
late  Clarence  MacDonald  . . . Sol  Hyman, 
down  in  Huntington,  really  gives  his  pat- 
rons a break  during  the  holidays:  If  there 
isn’t  a hit  on  his  $1,000  banknite  he  gives 
away  40  $25  prizes,  drawing  until  the 
money  is  gone!  . . . ITO  Secretary  Pete 
Wood  is  planning  a drive  to  have  bingo 
in  Ohio  licensed. 


Six  Straight  for  NSS 
Bowlers;  Want  Games 

Cleveland — National  Screen  Service’s 
bowling  team,  after  winning  six  suc- 
cessive games,  is  growing  cocky  and  here 
and  now  challenges  any  other  film  bowl- 
ing team  to  battle.  The  team  is  made  up 
of  Angelo  Delassio,  Jack  Biales,  Irving 
Marcus,  Oscar  Weinstein,  Walter  Nass  and 
Oscar  Adelman. 


Stamps  for  Equipment 

Canton,  Ohio — Used  sales  tax  stamps, 
redeemed  by  schools  here,  netted  a cash 
return  of  nearly  $2,200,  which  has  been 
used  for  purchasing  films  and  projection 
equipment.  School  children  bring  stamps 
to  their  teachers  and  they  are  turned  over 
to  a general  fund. 


Projectionists  at  Palace 
Louisville — Andrew  E.  Wade  and  Rich- 
ard Coleman  are  the  projectionists  at  Dud- 
ley Williston’s  new  Palace  here.  Managed 
by  R.  N.  Dunn,  the  house  caters  to  colored 
patronage.  Wade  is  business  agent  for  Lo- 
cal 163- A and  Coleman  is  financial  secre- 
tary. 


Six  in  Basketball  League 

Scranton,  Pa. — Six  teams  are  lined  up 
to  compete  in  the  reorganized  Comerford 
Theatres  Basketball  League. 
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XIARRY  M.  KALMINE  has  been  named 
chairman  of  the  entertainment  com- 
mittee for  the  Allegheny  county  American 
Legion  by  Com.  John  H.  Elder  jr.  . . . John 
Zomnir,  M-G-M’s  head  booker,  has  a new 
Dodge  . . . The  Columbians  staged  their 
Christmas  party  in  the  Marine  Room  of 
the  Roosevelt  Hotel  . . . Art  Levy,  local  Co- 
lumbia manager,  remains  on  the  job  while 
members  of  the  sales  organization  vaca- 
tion. Sidney  Sugarman  is  in  Philadelphia, 
Sidney  Goldberg  is  in  New  York  and  Joe 
(TGG)  Gins  is  motoring  in  the  south  . . . 
Lew  Lefton  had  two  shorts  on  downtown 
screens  last  week,  “Our  Constitution”  play- 
ing the  Stanley,  and  “Hollywood  News 
Reel”  playing  the  Pulton. 

“Choose  to  Live,”  a U.  S.  Public  Health 
Service  lyroduction,  is  being  booked  as  a 
gratis  subject  by  Danny  Davis  of  Mon- 
arch . . . Ed  Rosenbaum,  Columbia  exploi- 
teer,  was  around  again  in  the  interest  of 
“Arizona,”  now  at  the  Senator  . . . Herb 
Lipman  has  the  Florida  bug  . . . Fred  J. 
Herrington  states  that  as  far  as  he  knoivs, 
the  local  exhibitor  organization  will  not  be 
represented  at  the  Allied  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania convention  in  Philadelphia  Janu- 
ary 14  . . . Connie  Krebs,  RKO’s  press 
representative,  was  around  beating  the 
drums  . . . Independent  exhibitor  labor 
committee  and  the  lATSE  representatives 
were  in  session  last  week  at  the  AMPTO 
headquarters  . . . Owen  Cleary  of  the  Ful- 
ton spent  the  holidays  in  Washington. 

August  Gonlin  of  the  Jack  Judd  Theatre 
Poster  Service  returned  $66  which  he  found 
on  Filmrow,  to  the  loser,  Charles  Appel, 
projectionist,  and  was  rewarded  . . . Carl 
Peppercorn,  RKO  office  manager,  spent 
the  holidays  in  New  York  where  he 
planned  to  enter  a hospital  to  have  a 
checkup  on  his  ailing  back  . . . Ida  Eisner 
of  20th-Pox  resigned,  changed  her  name 
to  Mrs.  Mervis  and  the  couple  is  now  re- 
siding in  Mt.  Pleasant  . . . Michael  Lieber- 
man,  61,  father  of  Mrs.  Harry  M.  Kal- 
mine,  died  last  week  in  his  Newark,  N.  J., 
home.  The  father-in-law  of  the  local  War- 
ner circuit  head  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
three  daughters  including  Mrs.  Kalmine, 
and  a son,  Ernest,  who  is  a house  manager 
here  with  the  circuit. 

Nucci  Ross,  projectionist  at  the  Capitol, 
Uniontown,  and  a member  of  Local  No. 
208,  lATSE,  last  week  achieved  the  aim 
of  all  bowlers,  hitting  the  duck  pins  for 


^N  USHERS’  strike  in  five  houses  in 
the  central  downtown  area  was  de- 
clared by  the  Building  Service  Employe 
International  Union,  Local  No.  31.  The 
theatres,  in  which  C.  H.  Johnson,  union 
organizer,  claimed  between  80  and  85  em- 
ployes voted  Sunday  to  strike,  are  the 
Rex,  Strand,  Rialto,  Kentucky,  and  Mary 
Anderson.  They  demanded  a $6  a week 
raise  and  closed  shop,  he  said.  Managers 
say  all  the  theatres  would  be  open  and 
that  a small  number  of  workers  is  in- 
volved. 

Ray  Coleman  has  installed  a complete 
new  lobby  and  foyer  in  his  Swan  Theatre 
at  Edmonton.  The  local  Orpheum  has  also 
remodeled  its  front  and  installed  new  front 
frames. 

Cliff  Beuchel  of  the  Mary  Anderson  is 
back  from  a trip  to  Santa  Pe,  New  Mex- 
ico, where  he  attended  the  world  pre- 


12  consecutive  strikes  and  a 300  score.  A 
month  or  so  ago  Ross  had  11  straight 
strikes  but  missed  the  head  pin  on  his  final 
roll  for  a 296  . . . Several  weeks  ago  we 
reported  the  extensive  fire  damage  at  the 
home  of  Jake  Smith,  Barnesboro  exhibitor, 
and  the  other  day  a news  service  story 
told  of  fire  damage  at  the  Smith  theatre 
in  which  an  entire  business  block  was 
“wiped  out  in  a $100,000  blaze.”  The  thea- 
tre actually  suffered  no  fire  damage.  Smith 
is  vacationing  in  Florida. 

There  will  be  no  formal  bids  to  West 
Virginia  Governor-elect  M.  M.  Neely’s  in- 
auguration January  13  at  Charleston.  He 
says  “everyone  is  invited”  . . . Mark 
Browar  has  converted  the  old  Harlem  Ca- 
sino into  a streamline  market,  and  with 
Mrs.  Browar  and  son,  Herbert,  is  vaca- 
tioning in  New  York.  After  the  first  of 
the  year  they  will  return  here,  dispose  of 
their  furniture  and  move  to  California 
. . . Sam  Neaman,  Natrona  exhibitor  who 
has  been  ill  for  several  months,  was 
brought  here  to  Passavant  Hospital  last 
Friday  . . . George  “B”  Josack  is  distribut- 
ing the  Louis-McCoy  fight  films  . . . Ray 
and  Mabel  Wheeler  were  freed  in  divorce 
court  here  last  week  . . . Dale  Tysinger, 
former  assistant  manager  at  the  Shea  and 
Grand,  Bradford,  has  assumed  the  man- 
agement of  the  Orpheum,  McKees  Rocks. 
Vincent  Choate,  recently  manager  of  this 
latter  house,  is  now  in  charge  at  Brad- 
ford for  Shea’s.  Gene  Neavitt,  former  as- 
sistant at  the  Fulton  here  under  the  man- 
agement of  John  Walsh,  is  now  at  Cam- 
bridge, Ohio,  as  assistant  at  the  State  and 
Ohio,  and  Walsh’s  new  assistant  here  is 
Raymond  Trubey,  formerly  of  the  Bexley, 
Dover,  Ohio. 

Norm  Huhn  has  a new  Buick  . . . Harry 
M.  Kalmine  has  purchased  Richard  Beat- 
ty Mellon’s  den  for  his  home,  the  oppor- 
tunity having  presented  itself  when  the 
great  brown  stone  Mellon  mansion  at  6500 
Fifth  Avenue  was  sold  in  parts  before  the 
wreckers  started  leveling  the  showplace 
. . . Leo  Abernathy  of  this  city,  president 
of  the  International  Alliance  of  Bill  Post- 
ers, Billers  and  Distributors  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  was  named  as  a de- 
fendant by  a Chicago  bill  posters’  union 
which  asked  the  federal  court  to  restrain 
12  international  officers  from  allegedly 
conspiring  to  seize  control  of  the  local’s 
treasury.  The  plaintiff  charges  that  for 
several  years  the  international  officers 


miere  of  Warner’s  “Santa  Fe  Trail”  . . . 
Catholic  churches  in  the  city  and  sur- 
rounding towns  asked  their  members  to 
accept  the  “Legion  of  Decency  Pledge,” 
forbidding  them  to  attend  indecent  mo- 
tion pictures  and  any  theatres  showing 
them. 

Talk  was  that  the  Memorial  Auditorium, 
housing  the  city’s  only  legit  theatre,  would 
be  closed  due  to  lack  of  funds,  but  Mayor 
Scholtz  assured  the  city  that  it  would 
not  be  closed,  at  least  for  the  time  being. 

Carl  F.  Mock.  Universal  salesman  out 
of  Indianapolis,  left  for  an  extended  va- 
cation trip  through  the  south  . . . The 
Palace,  newly  opened  colored  house,  had 
a Christmas  Party  for  colored  children, 
with  a free  show,  including  vaudeville, 
oranges,  fruit,  candy,  and  nuts.  Local  busi- 
ness houses  cooperated  in  furnishing  mer- 
chandise. 


have  conspired  to  gain  control  of  the  local 
by  enforcing  arbitrary  levies  and  by 
threats  of  bodily  harm  and  murder. 

The  John  A.  Reillys  became  grandpar- 
ents again  last  week  when  their  youngest 
son,  Elmer,  of  Kaufmann’s  department 
store,  became  the  father  of  twins,  a 
boy  and  a girl.  The  manager  of  the 
Metropolitan  and  Mrs.  Reilly,  who  observed 
their  40th  anniversary  last  summer,  now 
count  seven  grandchildren,  five  girls  and 
two  boys. 

M-G-M’s  annual  Christmas  party  was 
an  event  of  Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  ex- 
change . . . Warner  city  managers  last 
week  presented  C.  J.  Latta,  retiring  chief 
barker  of  Variety  with  a Pittsburgh  Ath- 
letic Ass’n  membership  at  a Christmas 
party  in  the  Hotel  Schenley  . . . “Love  Thy 
Neighbor,”  now  featured  at  Loew’s  Penn, 
was  given  special  advance  exploitation  by 
J.  Maxwell  Joice,  Paramount’s  local  area 
representative  . . . “The  Man  Who  Came 
to  Dinner”  stays  two  weeks  at  the  Nixon, 
followed  by  Magician  Dante’s  show  the 
week  of  January  6,  and  the  following  week 
there  will  be  a pre-Broadway  engagement 
of  the  new  De7inis  King  musical  “She  Had 
to  Say  Yes.” 

Republic  here  issued  desk  calendars  as 
Christmas  greetings  . . . Four  youths  were 
in  court  a few  days  before  the  holiday  for 
tearing  down  Christmas  decorations  at  the 
Harris  William  Penn  . . . Many  members 
of  the  industry  are  attending  performances 
of  “Ice  Follies  of  1941”  at  The  Gardens, 
continuing  through  January  2 . . . Box- 
office’s  annual  poll  shows  Clark  Gable 
and  Bette  Davis  the  most  popular  actor 
and  actress  for  1940.  An  Associated  Press 
dispatch  told  the  story  December  20  . . . 
First  Christmas  card  received  at  this  desk, 
as  usual,  was  from  Eddie  Quillan  . . . 
Thanks  to  all  for  your  season’s  greetings. 

You  can’t  roll  a seven  on  a pair  of  dice 
Peter  Quiter  received  from  Bernie  Kreisler, 
Universal’s  short  subject  manager  . . . Nat 
Levy,  RKO’s  district  manager,  was  here 
on  business  with  Branch  Manager  Herb 
Greenblatt  . . . The  RCA  Bill  Jervises,  in- 
cluding their  three-month-old  son,  are  va- 
cationing in  New  York  . . . Variety  Club’s 
retiring  chief  barker,  C.  J.  Latta,  was  pre- 
sented with  an  electric  clock  in  apprecia- 
tion  of  his  good  work.  The  presentation 
was  made  by  his  successor,  C.  C.  Kellen- 
berg  . . . Universal’s  Lou  Hess  and  Bill 
Satori  are  vacationing  in  New  York;  Dave 
Barnholtz  is  in  Denver,  Leo  Cantor  is  in 
Didianapolis  and  Branch  Manager  Peter 
Dana  is  expected  to  be  in  Newark,  N.  J., 
for  the  holidays. 

The  Lew  Leftons,  Milt  Leftons  and  God- 
frey Lefton,  with  his  bride-to-be.  Iris 
Spitalny,  will  see  the  New  Year  in  at 
Cleveland  where  they  will  attend  the 
housewarming  of  the  Jack  Leftons  . . . 
Chris  Lampros  of  Farrell  is  planning  his 
annual  Florida  vacation  . . . E.  S.  “Jim” 
Thorpe  is  visiting  several  of  the  noted  Vir- 
ginia caverns  with  Jimmy  jr.,  eleven  years 
of  age  . . . Duquesne  is  boosting  the  li- 
cense fee  on  pinball  machines  from  $25  to 
$50  . . . Frank  Weitzel,  Alpine  circuit 
booker,  was  around  the  other  day  with  his 
date  books  . . . Universal  employes  remem- 
bered Branch  Manager  Peter  Dana  with  a 
wrist  watch  . . . Leon  Nelson,  Warner’s 
new  main  line  salesman,  is  vacationing  at 
his  former  stamping  ground,  Washington, 
D.  C.  . . . Milton  Lefton  was  in  New  York 
over  the  pre-Christmas  weekend  attending 
a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Pro- 
ducers Releasing  Corp.,  of  which  he  is  a 
member. 
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From  All  Corners 
Of  the  Nation— 


PRINCESS  THEATRE 


WAUSEON,  OHIO 


Sept.  18,  1940 


BOXOFnCE: 

Relative  to  our  recent  ad  in  BOXOFFICE:  To 
date,  within  the  first  week  after  publication,  we 
have  received  109  answers  to  this  ad,  the  replies 
coming  from  Massachusetts  to  Washington,  from 
Minnesota  and  Montana  to  Texas. 

The  response  was  almost  unbelievable.  Cer- 
tainly I could  think  of  no  other  medium  that  might 
return  such  a result. 


P.  R.  TOUNEY 


Whatever  You  Have  to 


BUY  — SELL  — TRADE 


For  Best  Results  Use  the 


Section  of 


Allied  Report  Compares  Flat 
And  Percentage  Contracts 


Taxable  Wage  Report 
Is  Required  in  1941 


Boston — New  England  exhibitors  are 
reminded  that  under  the  Social  Security 
Act  amendments  of  1939,  they  must  on 
and  after  January  31,  furnish  each  em- 
ploye a statement  “in  a form  suitable  for 
retention  by  the  employes”  showing  the 
taxable  wages  paid  to  each  employe  after 
December  31.  Each  statement,  it  is  noted, 
must  cover  one  or  more,  but  not  more  than 
four,  calendar  quarters,  and  must  show 
the  exhibitor’s  name,  the  employe’s  name, 
the  period  covered  by  the  statement,  the 
total  amount  of  wages  paid  within  the 
period  covered,  and  the  amount  of  employ- 
ment tax  with  regard  to  such  wages. 

Each  statement  must  be  furnished  to  the 
employe  not  later  than  the  last  day  of  the 
second  calendar  month  following  the  period 
covered  by  the  statement,  except  that  in 
any  case  when  an  employe  leaves  the  em- 
ploy, the  final  statement  may  be  furnished 
when  the  final  wage  payment  is  made.  If 
exhibitor  chooses,  he  may  furnish  a state- 
ment at  the  time  of  each  wage  payment 
and,  in  that  event,  the  statement  may  show 
the  date  of  the  wage  payment  instead  of 
the  period  covered  by  the  statement. 


65  Per  Cent  of  Feature 
Needs  Still  Unbought 

Boston — Over  65  per  cent  of  feature 
picture  requirements  of  the  New  England 
independents  are  still  unbought,  it  is 
claimed  in  a survey  being  conducted  na- 
tionally by  Allied.  RKO,  boasting  nearly 
20  per  cent  of  the  contracts  sold  locally 
according  to  the  Allied  chart,  stands  first 
in  the  New  England  territory,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  20th-Fox  with  17  per  cent.  The 
rating  of  other  distributors  in  the  North- 
east has  been  reported  in  this  order:  Co- 
lumbia, Republic,  Paramount,  Universal, 
Warner,  M-G-M,  United  Artists,  and 
Monogram. 

New  England  deals  going  at  the  same 
figure  are  for  less  money,  reported  AID, 
are  M-G-M,  Monogram,  and  United  Art- 
ists. 

New  England  is  rated  as  having  gone 
for  95.2  per  cent  flat  deals  in  the  number 
of  contracts  closed  and  for  only  4.8  per 
cent  in  percentage  pictures.  In  the  aver- 
age number  of  percentage  pictures  per 
contract,  M-G-M  leads  in  the  suiwey  with 
11.5.  United  Artists  is  second  with  4.5, 
and  20th-Fox  is  third  with  three  per  cent. 
No  Warner  or  Universal  percentage  deals 
are  recorded. 


Speculate  on  Flesh 

Springfield,  Mass. — Announcement  by 
Edward  Smith,  manager  of  the  local  GB’s 
Paramount,  to  the  effect  that  theatre  will 
present  a big  vaudeville  show  on  its  stage 
New  Year’s  Eve,  has  aroused  local  specu- 
lation as  to  the  probability  of  that  thea- 
tre’s returning  to  regularly  sponsoring 
flesh,  as  was  its  custom  some  season’s  ago. 
The  only  vaudeville  sponsor  in  this  Bay 
state  town  of  150,000  at  present,  is  the 
Court  Square,  an  E.  M.  Loew  house. 


Candidate  for  Board 

Boston — Julius  Mintz,  projectionist  at 
the  Bowdoin  Square,  has  been  nominated 
as  a candidate  for  the  executive  board  of 
the  Boston  Operators’  Local  182. 


Calls  Independents  to 
Benefit  by  Decree 


Boston — Arthur  K.  Howard,  business 
manager  of  the  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Inc.,  claimed  this  week,  “There  is  no  evi- 
dence that  any  exhibitor  group  in  the 
country  is  taking  steps  to  find  out  what 
the  consent  decree  really  means,  much  less 
to  extract  from  it  whatever  benefit  there 
is  in  it  for  the  exhibitor.” 

Howard  called  for  “the  full  cooperation 
of  each  and  every  member”  which  he  says 
was  “essential  to  a satisfactory  fulfill- 
ment” of  Allied  service  in  connection  with 
the  decree.  The  New  England  unit,  he 
stated,  stands  ready  to  acquaint  exhibitors 
with  their  rights  under  the  act  and  per- 
form a further  service  by  aiding  theatre 
owners  to  obtain  any  necessary  relief  via 
the  arbitration  route. 

Immediate  Advantages 

“There  are  certain  provisions  of  the  de- 
cree which  may  be  taken  advantage  of  im- 
mediately by  every  exhibitor,”  Howard  sug- 
gested, citing: 

(1)  “No  distributor  shall  require  an  ex- 
hibitor to  license  short  subjects,  news, 
trailers,  or  serials  (collectively  called 
‘shorts’),  or  to  license  reissues,  foreigns, 
or  westerns  as  a condition  of  licensing  de- 
sired groups  of  feature  pictures. 

(2)  “A  distributor  may  no  longer  sell 
exclusive  runs. 

(3)  “Clearance  disputes  may  be  entered 
as  soon  as  the  arbitration  machinery  has 
been  set  up.” 


Sugarman  Back  on  Job 

Hartford — David  Sugarman,  manager  of 
WB’s  Colonial,  is  back  at  work  after  being 
out  ill  at  St.  Francis  Hospital  for  several 
weeks. 


Boston — In  the  comparison  of  all  flat 
contracts  with  part  percentage  contracts, 
the  New  England  chart  records  M-G-M  as 
going  100  per  cent  for  such  deals,  80  per 
cent,  20th-Fox  and  United  Artists  at  50 
per  cent,  and  Columbia  at  42.9  per  cent. 

M-G-M  and  20th-Fox  forced  shorts  in 
all  instances,  the  Allied  survey  in  New 
England  claimed.  Warner  was  next  with 
66.7  deals  forcing  shorts,  while  Paramount 
followed  with  40  per  cent. 

Percentage  Figures 

Guarantees  and  proved  playing  times, 
figured  separately  in  percentages  with  the 
total  number  of  percentage  pictures  sold 


being  used  as  the 
follows: 

basis  of  100  per  cent. 

Producer — 

Guarantee  Pfd.  Thne 

Columbia  

0 

0 

Metro  

0 

17.4 

Monogram  

0 

0 

Paramount  

0 

11.1 

Republic  

0 

0 

RKO  

100 

0 

20th-Fox  

0 

16.7 

United  Artists  

0 

44.4 

Universal  

0 

0 

Vitagraph  

0 

0 

Average  totals  ... 

5.0 

16.2 

The  analysis  of 

percentage  brackets  in 

New  England,  figured  in  percentages  with 

the  total  number 

of  percentage 

pictures 

going  as  100  per  cent,  follows: 

Producer — 

40%  35% 

Other  % 

Columbia  

..  18.2  54.5 

27.3 

Metro  

..  34.8  65.2 

0 

Monogram  

None 

Paramount  

..  55.6  44.4 

0 

Republic  

None 

RKO  

..100  0 

0 

20th-Fox  

..  66.7  33.3 

0 

UA  

..  0 100. 

0 

Universal  

None 

Vitagraph  

None 

Average  totals  .. 

..  43.8  52.5 

3.7 

Welcome  a Producer — 

Prominent  Boston  exhibitors  accord  Boris  Morros,  Paramount  producer 
whose  latest  release  is  “Second  Chorus,”  a reception  at  the  Copley  Plaza 
Hotel  in  Boston.  Standing,  left  to  right:  Herman  Rif  km,  Rif  kin  Theatres; 
William  Spragg,  M&P  district  manager;  Stanley  Sumner,  University  Thea- 
tre; Max  Levenson,  Levenson  Bros.  Theatres;  Julian  Rifkin,  Rifkin  Theatres; 
Harold  Stoneman,  Interstate  Theatres.  Seated,  left  to  right;  Joseph  Leven- 
son, Levenson  Bros.  Theatres;  A.  Silverman,  Strand;  Boris  Morros;  Robert 
Sternberg,  M&P  distriet  manager;  Phil  Seletsky,  M&P  Theatres,  and  Ed- 
ward Ansin,  Interstate  Theatres.  Front;  Hy  Fine. 
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The  Spirit  of  1941,  as  Jim  Memery,  Loew-Poli  artist  in  New  Haven,  sees  it. 


Bonuses  and  Parties 
Mark  Holiday  Week 

New  Haven — Although  business  went  on 
as  usual,  on  the  surface,  ’twas  the  week 
before  Christmas  and  there  was  plenty  of 
evidence  on  Meadow  Street.  It  was  quite 
apparent  that  the  sweetest  story  ever  told 
was  that  of  Santa  Claus  bringing  the 
bonus.  At  Metro  and  the  Loew-Poli  divi- 
sion all  employes  under  the  $40  mark,  and 
with  the  company  a year  were  to  receive 
two  weeks'  salary,  but  not  over  $50;  while 
employes  of  less  than  a year’s  standing, 
would  receive  one  week’s  salary,  but  not 
over  $25.  This  brought  that  welcome  little 
extra  to  approximately  264  in  the  14  thea- 
tres in  the  division  and  17  in  the  exchange. 
At  United  Artists  the  staff  of  eight  were 
to  receive  a week’s  salary  as  bonus.  The 
Warner  exchange  manager,  bookers,  and 
salesmen  were  anxiously  awaiting  the  an- 
nual bonus  earned  for  exceeding  the  local 
quota.  At  Columbia  about  eight  employes 


under  the  $50  line  were  recipients  of  $10 
Xmas  checks. 

In  addition,  plenty  of  good  cheer  was 
spread  by  a series  of  Christmas  parties. 
Columbia  started  the  the  ball  rolling  with 
a dinner  party  at  the  Seven  Gables  Inn. 
The  affair  was  preceded  by  screening  of  a 
current  release.  Present  were  Manager  and 
Mrs.  Tim  O’Toole,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  J. 
Lourie,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Swirsky,  Grace 
Brunelli,  Anna  Canelli,  Elvira  Tasanelli, 
A1  Parizer,  Sidney  Lax,  Mary  Barone,  and 
Freda  Kogan. 

I.  J.  Hoffman  held  his  annual  Warner 
New  England  zone  Xmas  dinner  party  at 
Waverly  Inn,  Cheshire,  following  an  im- 
portant meeting  attended  by  Joseph  Bern- 
hard,  general  manager  and  47  theatre 
managers.  Over  100  attended,  including 
managers,  employes  of  both  Warner  ex- 
change and  theatre  department,  and  guests 
outside  the  organization.  Metro  Pep  Club 
and  Paramount  exchange  both  held  holi- 
day dinner-dances  at  the  Oakdale  Tavern, 
Wallingford.  Maurice  N.  Wolf,  Boston  dis- 
trict manager  of  Metro;  Thomas  G.  Don- 
aldson, New  Haven  exchange  manager,  re- 
cently promoted  to  Boston,  and  Morey 
Goldstein,  newly  appointed  New  Haven 
manager,  were  guests  of  honor,  and  George 


Titular  Fantasia  : 

^ — >j 

’Twas  ever  thus:  I Married  Adventure. 
Meet  John  Doe.  I Want  a Divorce.  Play 
Girl.  Trailin’  Double  Trouble.  I’m  Nobody’s 
Sweetheart  Now.  Calling  All  Husbands.  I 
Love  You  Again.  Finis. 

Or:  The  Man  I Married.  Slightly 
Tempted.  Love  Thy  Neighbor.  She  Couldn’t 
Say  No.  He  Stayed  for  Breakfast.  Re- 
turn of  Frank  James.  No  Time  for  Com- 
edy. Hullabaloo.  Escape.  Long  Voyage 
Home.  Meet  the  Missus.  Rainbow  Over  the 
Range.  The  end. 

The  South  American  vogue:  Blondie 
Goes  Latin.  Gay  Caballero.  Argentine 
Nights.  Six  Lessons  From  Madame  La- 
Zonga.  Romance  of  the  Rio  Grande.  You 
Betcha  My  Life. 


Weber  and  Charles  Lazarus  were  in  charge 
of  arrangements.  Roy  Callahan,  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  and  William  Nutile  were  in 
charge  of  the  Paramount  party. 

Loew  Reunion 

Harry  F.  Shaw,  manager;  Lou  Brown, 
publicity  chief,  and  other  members  of  the 
Loew-Poli  division  staff  here,  as  well  as 
managers  and  their  wives  from  the  14 
houses  on  the  circuit,  gathered  for  a holi- 
day reunion  at  the  Hotel  Taft  Monday 
night.  Assistants  joined  the  party  at  mid- 
night, after  shows  were  safely  tucked  in, 
for  supper  and  dancing.  Gus  Myers  and 
Pete  Loro  provided  the  swing,  and  Lou 
Cohen  of  the  Palace,  Hartford,  was  toast- 
master. Committee  in  charge  included 
Lou  Brown,  Morris  Mendelsohn,  Elliott 
Kronish,  Mrs.  Harry  Shaw,  Mrs.  Lou 
Brown,  and  Charlotte  McQuigan.  On  the 
guest  list  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Rus- 
sell, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Badamo,  Bill  Reisin- 
ger,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matt  Saunders,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Morris  Rosenthal,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Rose,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Maloney,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jack  Simons,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou 
Cohen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
Joseph  Samartano,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Freeman,  Bob  Portle,  and  Joe  Amsted,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jack  Sidney,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob 
Carney,  Tony  Massella,  Nat  Rubin,  Bob 
Munzner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  Burns, 
Geo.  Loukides,  Bill  Scanlon,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wally  Cooper,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Klep- 
per,  Boyd  Sparrow,  Morris  Drucker,  Max 
Nesvetsky,  Russell  Moriarty,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Otto  Esposito,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A1  Domiam, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cleveland,  Shirley  Cleve- 
land, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Furman,  Jack 
Brassil,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dave  Kaufman,  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Jim  Memery,  Florine  Bauer. 
Photographs  of  the  party  will  soon  be  re- 
leased. 


Ben  Domingo  Is  Santa  at 
Party  to  L500  Orphans 

Boston — Ben  Domingo,  theatre  head  for 
RKO  in  Boston,  was  Chris  Kringle  at  a 
charitable  Xmas  party  at  the  RKO  Bos- 
ton where  he  distributed  toys  and  candy 
to  each  of  nearly  1,500  orphan  children. 
The  youngsters  were  transported  between 
the  downtown  house  and  their  various 
homes  by  buses. 


Gets  "One  Hour  of  Glory" 

Hollywood — Ralph  Block  is  adapting 
“One  Hour  of  Glory,’’  from  a Mary  Roberts 
Rinehart  story,  for  Warner.  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald  and  Jeffrey 
Lynn  will  head  the  cast. 
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\^EEKEND  business  didn’t  seem  to  be 
affected  by  heavy  Christmas  shop- 
ping this  year,  but  Monday-Tuesday  busi- 
ness downtown  and  in  most  instances  was 
below  last  year  . . . Some  exhibs  miss  the 
men  who  were  unemployed  and  dropped  in 
afternoons  . . . Theatre  lobbies  all  a pic- 
ture of  cheery  holiday  spirit  . . . Exchanges 
merry  with  exhibs’  usual  Xmas  gifts  and 
talk  of  bonus  and  parties. 

The  Earl  Wrights  of  20th-Fox  off  to  St. 
Petersburg  for  some  plain  and  fancy  fish- 
ing . . . The  Robert  Russells  of  the  Loew 
Poli  headed  for  Atlantic  City  after  New 
Year’s  . . . The  Barney  Pitkins  of  RKO  are 
looking  fondly  forward  to  a Havana  cruise 
. . . The  Ben  Louries  are  Boston-bound  for 
New  Year’s  ...  It  looks  like  the  Big  City 
for  the  Max  Tabackmans  1941  celebration 
. . . The  Pete  DeFazios,  Warner  salesman, 
left  December  22  for  Pittsburgh,  the  De- 
Fazio  stronghold. 

The  Sam  Badamos  (College,  New  Haven) 
will  not  go  to  the  show  this  New  Year’s 
Eve  for  the  first  time  in  13  years.  The 
College  wUl  have  no  late  show  this  year 
. . . Maurice  Bailey  won’t  be  taking  that 
much-deserved  vacation  until  February  . . . 
Jack  Findlay  of  Westerly  and  Mystic  has 
returned  from  his  Greensboro  vacation, 
during  which  he  visited  and  played  golf. 
Findlay  is  one  of  the  few  golf  fans  in  the 
territory  to  play  the  year  round,  north  or 
south.  While  in  Greensboro  he  toured  the 
surrounding  country  and  played  many 
courses,  including  Pinehurst. 

Both  the  Pequot  and  Whalley  nabe 
houses  will  have  stage  shows  New  Year’s 
Eve,  the  latter  offering  "Little  Nellie  Kelly’’ 
on  the  screen  . . . Warner  houses  will  open 
at  6 p.  m.  with  the  new  show  and  play  it 
through  the  midnight  performance,  unlike 
most  houses  which  have  planned  a special 
feature  for  the  late  show,  to  be  brought 
back  after  a week’s  interval.  Harry  Rose’s 
Xmas  Toy  Show  at  the  Globe,  Bridgeport, 
rated  an  editorial  in  the  Times-Star. 

Athan  Prakas  of  the  Rivoli,  Bridgeport, 
has  imprinted  10,000  tickets  of  admission 
to  his  theatre,  which  will  sell  for  20  cents, 
all  funds  to  go  to  Greek  War  Relief  . . . 
Both  Allied  Theatre  Owners  and  Con- 
necticut MPTO  postponed  regular  meeting 
dates  in  favor  of  Yuletide.  Allied  is  sched- 
uled to  meet  January  7 at  the  Hofbrau  . . . 
Joe  Faith  of  Terry ville,  Unionville,  and 
Collinsville,  will  be  ready  to  open  his  700- 
seat  theatre  in  Bristol  in  February  . . . The 
house  is  being  converted  from  a meeting 
hall  . . . Hymie  Schwartz  has  an  option 
out  on  the  Hillcrest,  Taftville,  and  may  re- 
tire from  theatre  biz. 

First  complete  manufacturing  unit  of 
Electrical  Motors  in  the  east  will  employ 
200  people  in  Milford  . . . Frank  Arrigoni 
& Son,  Inc.  of  Durham  has  filed  prelimin- 
ary certificate  of  dissolution  . . . Also  New 
England  Drama  Festival,  Die.  of  Clinton 
. . . Although  the  Joseloff  East  Hartford 
site  still  carries  sign  promising  1,000  seat 
theatre,  no  work  has  been  started  . . . Sam 
Lind  and  Adolph  Johnson  are  handling 
Cash  Quiz  in  Connecticut  and  several  new 
theatres  have  signed  up  including  the 
Plainfield,  State,  Jewett  City,  Strand,  Win- 
sted  and  Gem,  Naugatuck. 

Paramount  sold  a new  kind  of  gift  at 
the  boxoffice:  $1.10  worth  of  admissions 
for  $1.00  and  $2.50  value  for  $2.25  . . . 
Rivoli,  West  Haven,  had  a canned  goods 
show  for  Salvation  Army  Xmas  baskets 
. . . Howard  has  a new  glass  brick  standee 
rail,  similar  to  the  Dixwell  . . . Now  that 


the  police  station  has  moved  from  its  site 
near  the  Lyric,  the  manager  is  thinking 
seriously  of  moving  the  theatre  after  it  . . . 
Local  Ascap  case  against  Pequot  still  not 
claimed  for  trial. 

First  bowling  matches  sponsored  under 
the  new  film  State  bowling  league  ex- 
hibited some  good  form.  Columbians  Tim 
O'Toole,  Ben  Lourie,  Sid  Swirsky,  and  Al 
Parizer  beat  an  exhibitors’  team  consist- 
ing of  Lou  Schaefer,  Herman  Levy,  Max 
Furman,  Harry  Germaine  and  Domenick 
Somma  (borrowed) , by  a total  pinfall  of 
1,569  against  1,502.  Al  Parizer  was  star  of 
the  game  with  a 117.6  average  ...  A War- 
ner team  consisting  of  Maxwell  Hoffman, 
Larry  Germaine,  A.  Zimmerman  aiid  G. 
Lester  topped  the  Fox  and  Paramount 
team  of  Edward  Ruff,  Ben  Simon,  Sam 
Germaine  and  Morris  Weinstein  by  13 
points  . . . After  the  games  were  over  Larry 
Germaine  made  a triple  strike  and  scored 
151. 

Beatrice  Levenstein  of  the  Warner  ex- 
change office  has  a beautiful  new  diamond 
as  a holiday  gift  from  Harry  Quint  of  Mt. 
Vernon,  whom  she  will  marry  on  January 
23  . . . Big  day  for  the  Metro  execs  who 
dashed  in  for  the  Astor  luncheon  in  New 
York,  Thursday  for  Ted  O’Shea  and  Jack 
Bowen,  and  back  to  New  Haven  for  the 
Metro  Club  Xmas  party  . . . The  Metro 
staff  did  itself  proud  with  a handsome 
sterling  silver  inscribed  cigarette  case 
which  it  presented  to  Tom  Donaldson  as 


Will  "Shape  Course" 
Al  Coming  Meetings 


Boston — The  annual  meeting  of  the  In- 
dependent Exhibitors,  Inc.,  will  be  held 
here  in  January.  Prank  Lydon,  president 
of  the  organization,  has  indicated  that  the 
confab  will  be  called  directly  after  the  na- 
tional board  meeting  in  Washington.  Lydon 
has  urged  all  members  to  attend  “for  the 
purpose  of  taking  united  action  on  matters 
of  mutual  concern.’’ 

He  alluded  particularly  to  the  consent 
decree  by  the  terms  of  which,  he  pointed, 
“We  are  faced  with  a drastic  departure 
from  the  former  selling  methods  of  the  (hs- 
tributors.  We  are  faced  with  arbitration 
machinery  which  may  affect  each  and 
every  one  of  us,  regardless  whether  or  not 
we  are  able  to  bring  a complaint  before 
that  body.  The  importance  of  meeting 
regularly  in  order  to  shape  our  course  un- 
der the  new  system  should  not  be  over- 
looked by  anyone.” 


Mekelbuiq,  Levine  Move 
Northeastern  Offices 

Boston — Marcel  Mekelburg  and  Sam  Le- 
vine have  moved  the  Boston  offices  of 
the  Northeastern  Film  to  14  Piedmont  St. 
Selling  activity  and  physical  distribution 
will  now  be  handled  from  that  film  dis- 
trict location.  The  former  Melrose  Street 
exchange  of  Northeastern  Film  may  be 
occupied  by  Edward  Kleine  and  Joseph 
Schmuck  of  the  Bay  State  Film  Co.,  now 
on  the  comer  of  Church  and  Melrose 
streets. 


a farewell  gift  and  memento  . . . And  Don- 
aldson did  himself  proud  with  a beautiful 
farewell  speech  . . . Maurice  Wolf  gave  a 
sparkling  m.  c.  performance,  new  man- 
ager, Morey  Goldstein,  earned  himself  the 
approval  of  the  staff  at  sight  as  a “regu- 
lar fellow,”  the  gifts  were  too  hilarious  to 
describe,  Frank  Mullen  broke  his  prece- 
dent and  danced  a swing  number,  and  it 
was  a great  party,  indeed. 

Allyn,  Hartford,  is  playing  "NWMP”  for 
a fourth  week  at  50-65  cents  . . . Bob  Car- 
ney, assistant  at  Majestic,  planted  a 40x60, 
banners  and  announcement  over  the  loud- 
speaker on  "One  Night  in  the  Tropics”  at 
the  Mosque  wrestling  event  . . . Ben  Cohen, 
former  manager  of  the  College,  and  more 
recently  managing  in  Calcutta,  India,  for 
Loew’s,  is  visiting  in  New  Haven  with  Mrs. 
Cohen. 

Michael  Piccirillo  and  Ben  Estra  of  the 
Bijou  staff  lured  two  high  school  fencers 
for  an  exhibition  on  the  stage  with  open- 
ing of  “Mark  of  Zorro”  . . . For  “Go  West,” 
Ed  Fitzgerald,  Poli,  Waterbury,  made  a 
startling  lobby  piece  from  a large  blown  up 
head  of  Harpo  Marx  mounted  on  a base. 
A flasher  box  in  the  rear  lit  the  eyes,  caus- 
ing them  to  flash  on  and  off  alternately 
. . . Fitzgerald  also  made  a school  tieup, 
through  the  Board  of  Education,  getting 
10,000  students  to  use  a student  class 
schedule  form  to  fit  into  their  loose-leaf 
standard  notebooks.  Bottom  half  of  the 
sheet  is  devoted  to  theatre  copy. 

Morris  Rosenthal  secured  2,500  lines  of 
free  space  for  the  Majestic  on  award  at 
the  theatre  of  gold  footballs  to  an  all- 
Bridgeport  high  school  eleven  . . . The  gov- 
ernor attended  the  awarding  event  . . . 
Russell  and  Rubin  of  the  Poli,  New  Haven, 
receiving  congratulations  all  around  on 
the  Yale  student  "Go  West”  stunt  and  pic- 
tures. 

Latest  Russell-Rubin  corner  lobby  is  a 
tieup  with  Johnson’s  department  store, 
with  talking  Santa  coming  out  of  a brick 
chimney,  Xmas  trees,  bells  and  other  deco- 
rations. on  the  side  ...  No  show  at  the 
Arena  New  Year’s  Eve  . . . State,  Hart- 
ford, will  have  Three  Stooges,  Ray  Her- 
beck.  John  Kirby,  and  Maxine  Sullivan  New 
Year’s,  with  admission  at  $1.10  and  $1.50, 
plus  tax  . . . “Thief  of  Bagdad”  float 
which  was  used  in  the  Macy  Xmas  pa- 
rade, came  to  Bridgeport  for  Xmas  open- 
ing at  the  Majestic. 

Healthy  New  Year  to  the  sick  list,  in- 
cluding Bill  Reisinger,  Bijou  manager,  laid 
up  with  the  grippe;  Milton  Fishman,  son 
of  Aaron  Fishman  of  the  Community, 
Fairfield,  home  from  the  hospital  after  an 
operation;  Morris  Pouzzner  of  Middletown 
theatres,  who  has  returned  to  his  desk 
after  an  illness;  Mrs.  Sam  Rosen,  who  is 
recuperating  from  an  operation  at  New 
Haven  Hospital;  E.  H.  Rollston,  just  out 
of  Aiisonia  Hospital  after  two  months, 
during  which  time  Al  Televite  carried  on 
ably  at  the  Strand,  Seymour;  Robert  El- 
liano  of  the  Palace,  Torrington,  who  was 
ill  at  home  several  days. 

Steve  and  John  Panora  are  driving  a 
new  car  . . . Ben  Simon  is  moving  into  the 
third  house  he  has  occupied  on  the  Boule- 
vard . . . Domenick  Somma  of  20th-Fox 
is  first  in  the  film  district  to  receive  a 
1-A  classification  . . . Bill  Sirica  of  the 
Lido,  Waterbury,  made  the  Waterbury 
Herald  as  Beau  Brummel  of  Waterbury 
. . . Sidney  Levine  of  Warner’s  advised  to 
enter  his  son  Michael’s  photos  in  any  con- 
test. 
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gOYD  TAYLOR  SPARROW,  Loew’s  Poli 
assistant  manager,  plans  to  visit  rela- 
tives and  friends  in  Washington,  D,  C, — 
his  home  town — during  the  early  part  of 
January  , , . Lillian  Cooper,  sister  of  Kay, 
cashier  at  the  GB’s  Paramount,  is  the  new 
candy  girl  at  the  Art,  succeeding  Natalie 
Lewis,  who  resigned  to  work  for  Neisner’s 
. . , William  Craven,  usher  at  the  Art,  is 
leaving  town  January  1 to  join  the  ma- 
rines. 

Guy  Kellogg  has  joined  the  GB’s  Para- 
mount ushers’  corps,  replacing  Robert 
“Flea  Boy’’  Abdull,  who’s  now  working  in 
a local  factory  . . . Harry  Smith,  division 
manager  and  also  director  of  publicity  for 
the  ’Western  Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc., 
visited  Charlie  Fredericks,  manager  of  the 
Garden.  Greenfield,  on  business  . . . Fire 
escapes  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  have  been  re- 
painted . . . Anita  Bocash,  cashier  at  Loew’s 
Poli,  had  a cold  last  week  . . . Ralph  La- 
Fleur  is  the  new  usher  at  the  Broadway, 
succeeding  William  Dolan,  who  has  gone 
into  the  card  greeting  business  in  Thomp- 
sonville.  Conn. 

Manager  Charlie  Smith’s  Broadway  held 
a Xmas  party  for  children  last  Saturday 
morning,  at  which  time  “They  Knew  What 
They  Wanted,”  “Man  From  Monterey,” 
and  “King  of  the  Royal  Mounted”  were 
shown.  Free  candy  was  given  away,  and 
contests  held  for  the  kiddies  . . . Maurice 
Radin  of  Peoples’  Candy  Co.,  Worcester, 
visited  Manager  George  E.  Freeman  of  the 
Loew’s  Poli  . . . “Chad  Hanna”  was  to  have 
opened  at  the  Loew’s  Poli  on  Christmas 
Day  after  a great  exploitation  campaign 
on  the  part  of  Manager  George  E.  Free- 
man and  his  assistant,  Boyd  Taylor  Spar- 
row. 

From  O’Connor  to  O’Conner  is  the  box- 
score  for  the  GB’s  Paramount  these  days. 
Tommy  O’Connor  is  the  new  usher  at  the 
theatre,  replacing  Martin  O'Conner  (no 
relatio7i) , resigned  . . . Raymoiid  Salo, 
GB’s  Paramount  doorman,  was  in  Hart- 
ford last  Friday  . . . Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew’s 
Poli  division  manager,  was  m town  last 
Monday  from  New  Haven  to  see  Manager 
George  E.  Freeman  of  the  local  Loew’s 
Poli  . . . “Arizona’’  opened  at  the  Bijou, 
Christmas  day  . . . Raymond  Title,  Art 
manager,  was  in  the  Boston  film  district 
. . . Ice  Capades  of  1941  started  a week’s 
engagemejit  at  the  Eastern  States  Coli- 
seum, West  Springfield,  Wediiesday  . . . 
Mary  Stroshine,  office  clerk  for  the  West- 
ern  Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.,  is  still 
ill  at  home. 

Broadway  played  Republic’s  “Hit  Pa- 
rade of  1941”  . . . Wright  Studios  installed 
new  maskings  in  display  cases  at  the 
Broadway  . . . Arthur  Deane  is  the  new 
doorman  at  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  Court  Square, 
replacing  Raymond  Lynch,  who  has  left 
for  fields  unknown  . . . Lobby  at  the  Gar- 
den has  been  redecorated  . . . Amherst, 
Amherst,  had  Monogram’s  “Queen  of  the 
Yukon”  . . . Richard  Udler,  doorman  at 
the  Garden,  was  in  Boston  last  Monday  . . . 
Dolores  Gauthier,  candy  girl  at  the  Art,  is 
quite  a reading  fan  . . . Art  brought  back 
WB’s  “Robin  Hood”  . . . Laurantine  Ouel- 
lette is  the  new  relief  cashier  at  the  Broad- 
way, succeeding  Mrs.  Alice  Patterson,  who 
is  the  new  full-time  cashier  at  the  Arcade, 
replacing  Loretta  McDonald  . . . Boxoffice 
at  the  Broadway  has  been  renovated  . . . 
While  in  town  to  check  up  at  the  local  E. 
M.  Loew’s  Court  Square,  Pat  McGee,  audi- 
tor for  E.  M.  Loew,  Boston,  has  been  stay- 
ing at  the  Hotel  Victoria. 

Billy  Nordstrom,  advertising  director  for 
the  Broadway , is  hoping  to  form  a house 


bowling  team  . . . Arthur  Stevens  is  a new 
usher  at  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  Court  Square 
. . . Louis  Lambert,  projectionist.  Garden, 
is  now  back  oji  the  job  after  a seven  weeks’ 
stay  in  the  Spruigfield  Isolation  Hospital, 
due  to  scarlet  fever.  Lambert  reports  that 
at  the  hospital,  after  learning  that  he 
(Lambert)  was  connected  with  the  industry 
and  had  scarlet  fever,  all  the  nurses  began 
calling  him  “Scarlett  O'Hara”  . . . William 
“Billy”  Powell,  divisioJi  manager  of  the 
Rifkin  circuit,  reports  that  for  the  first 
time,  all  circuit  theatres  m town  will  hold 
special  New  Year’s  Eve  shows. 

Owen  Holmes,  projectionist  at  the  Gar- 
den, and  Louis  Williamson,  projectionist 
at  the  Bijou,  handled  she  showing  of  mo- 
tion pictures  at  Westinghouse’s  Christmas 
party  at  the  Springfield  Auditorium  . . . 
Emil  Morrisseau,  projectionist  at  the  E.  M. 
Loew’s  Court  Square,  tripped  to  Boston 
with  friends  to  view  the  Joe  Louis-Al  Mc- 
Coy fight  there  . . . Owen  Holmes,  Garden 
projectionist,  will  be  leaving  Springfield  in 
May  for  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  his  Open-Air 
Theatre  there  . . . Sickness  in  the  Bengel 
family — Emil  Bengel,  projectionist  at  the 
Broadway,  is  now  back  on  the  job  after 
being  ill  for  some  time  at  Springfield  Hos- 
pital. Frankie  Bengel,  Art  projectionist,  is 
now  on  the  sick  list  at  Springfield  Hospital, 
while  Charlie  Gravellin  of  Local  186, 
lATSE,  is  filling  in  for  him  . . . Regards 
are  in  order  for  Francis  Faille,  manager  of 
the  Paramount,  North  Adams,  who  has 
been  elected  director  of  the  North  Adams 
Kiwanis  Club  . . . Edmund  Brozean  of  the 
E.  M.  Loew’s  Mohawk,  North  Adams,  has 
resigned,  according  to  word  from  that 
town  . . . Madeleine  Cooper,  GB’s  Para- 
mount cashier,  and  Ray  Cronin  of  Spring- 
field  are  engaged  to  be  married  some  time 
next  June. 

Mrs.  Aiidrew  A.  Sette,  wife  of  the  WB’s 
Capitol,  Springfield,  manager,  recently 
visited  her  mother  in  Far  Rockaway,  L.  I. 

. . . Congratulations  are  in  order  for  Tom- 
my Meehan,  former  manager  of  the  Loew’s 
Poli,  Worcester,  who  has  beeri  appointed 
executive  secretary  to  Gov.-elect  J.  How- 
ard McGrath  of  Rhode  Island  . . . Sidiiey 
Eckman,  booker  for  M-G-M  in  Milwaukee, 
visited  his  family  in  Worcester  . . . Richard 
Landers  and  Do^iald  Newton  have  resigned 
as  members  of  the  Loew’s  Poli  Plaza,  Wor- 
cester, service  staff,  and  have  been  suc- 
ceeded by  Raymond  Johnson  and  Wilfred 
Williamson  . . . St.  George,  Framingham, 
has  installed  new  carpets  . . . The  French 
film,  “Champs  Elysees,”  was  shown  at 
Chapin  Hall,  Mt.  Holyoke,  as  one  in  a ser- 
ies of  foreign  films  being  presented  at 
that  college  . . . Charlie  Lane  of  Western 
Eleetric  has  moved  into  a new  apartment 
on  Springfield’s  Sumner  Ave. 

Frank  Burr,  manager  of  the  Burr  Thea- 
tre, Ludlow,  purchased  a new  boat  last 
summer,  and  is  now  planning  great  things 
for  the  craft,  come  next  summer  and  boat- 
ing time  . . . Arthur  Raines  is  the  new 
maintenance  man  at  the  Forest  Park  Phil- 
lips, succeeding  Rudolph  Marrianno,  re- 
signed . . . Miss  Elizabeth  Formento,  owner 
of  the  Lee  'Theatre,  Lee,  was  recently  in 
New  York  . . . William  Harding  of  the 
Park,  Westfield,  has  returned  to  work, 
after  being  on  a leave  of  absence  . . . 
Manager  Freddie  Frechette  of  the  Garden 
is  planning  to  bring  in  “La  Conga  Nights” 
and  “Rangers  of  Fortune”  New  Year’s 
Eve,  while  the  WB’s  Capitol  will  have 
“Santa  Fe  Trail,”  Loew’s  Poli  will  have 
“Flight  Command,”  and  the  E.  M.  Loew’s 
Court  Square  is  planning  a great  stage 
show.  GB’s  Paramount  may  return  to 
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Levity  Lashes  Out 
Between  Lawyers 

Boston — Laughs  frequently  relieve  the 
otherwise  serious  business  of  the  cur- 
rent Waldo  Theatre  Corp.  vs.  Joseph  Don- 
dis,  et  al.,  anti-trust  suit. 

The  other  day  Plaintiff's  Attorney 
George  S.  Ryan,  after  patiently  with- 
standing a siege  of  interruptions  by  John 
F.  Caskey,  20th-Fox  lawyer,  quipped  un- 
expectedly, "Mr.  Caskey,  you  should  be 
chairman  of  a parole  board.  You  never 
let  a man  finish  his  sentence." 
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Testimony  Continues 
In  Waldoboro  Suit 


Boston — George  S.  Ryan,  attorney  for 
the  Waldo  Theatre  Corp.,  operating  the 
Waldo  at  Waldoboro,  Me.,  continued  to 
pile  up  testimony  in  the  anti-trust  suit 
against  Joseph  Dondis,  et  al.,  being  heard 
before  Judge  Francis  P.  Freeman,  in  the 
federal  building  here. 


Schedule  Deposition 
Of  Samuel  Kurson 

Boston — The  deposition  of  Samuel  Kur- 
son, Graphic  Theatre  circuit  head,  was 
scheduled  to  be  taken  in  the  federal  build- 
ing here  late  this  week  by  George  S.  Ryan, 
anti-trust  attorney,  for  use  in  monopoly 
suits  brought  recently  by  C.  F.  Millett  of 
the  State  in  Bridgton  and  the  Millinocket 
Theatre,  Inc.,  Frank  LePage  operating  con- 
cern in  Millinocket,  Me.  Graphic  interests 
are  among  the  defendants  in  both  of  these 
litigations. 


"Green  Entry"  to  20th-Fox 

Hollywood — “Green  Entry,”  a novel  by 
S.  Ruth  Howard,  has  been  purchased  by 
20th-Pox  for  screen  treatment.  Lou  Ost- 
row  will  produce. 


vaudeville  for  the  night,  although  there’s 
nothing  definite  on  this  as  yet. 

Charlie  Bradway,  charter  member  of 
Local  186,  lATSE,  returned  to  Springfield 
after  25  years  to  see  old  friends  the  other 
day  . . . George  W.  Coleman,  manager  of 
the  Arcade,  plans  to  have  “Bitter  Sweet” 
as  a New  Year’s  Eve  offering  at  44  cents 
top  . . . “The  Count  of  Monte  Cristo” 
started  a week’s  run  at  the  WB’s  Capitol 
Christmas  day  . . . Revival  of  “Here  Comes 
the  Navy”  did  pretty  fair  business  at  the 
WB’s  Capitol  . . . Robert  B.  Buchanan, 
GB’s  Paramount  usher,  has  resigned  . . . 
Soldiers  from  W estover  Field  have  been  at- 
tending local  theatres  regularly  . . . Joe 
Egan,  assistant  engineer  at  the  GB’s  Para- 
mount, who  has  been  ill  with  ulcers  of  the 
stomach  at  Springfield  Emergency  Hos- 
pital, is  expected  back  at  the  theatre  some 
time  after  January  1.  Meanwhile  George 
Williams  is  filling  in  ..  . GB’s  Paramount 
held  a Christmas  party  Monday  night  af- 
ter the  show,  with  all  theatre  employes  in 
attendance  . . . Melvin  M.  Aronson,  chief 
of  the  GB’s  Paramount  service  staff,  an- 
nounces that  Jack  Gallagher,  James  Mc- 
Nabb,  and  J.  O’Connor  are  now  part-time 
ushers  at  that  situation. 
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MIT  Projection  Course 
Is  Proving  Popular 

Boston — Going  strong  under  the  spon- 
sorship of  the  Massachusetts  extension 
classes  is  a course  in  motion  picture  pro- 
jection, classes  which  meet  Tuesday  at  the 
Mass.  Institute  of  Technology  under  the 
charge  of  Lewis  Frye.  Comprising  eight 
lessons,  the  instruction  has  been  designed 
“to  aid  those  who  have  some  knowledge  of 
motion  picture  work  to  secure  an  operator’s 
license.” 

Subjects  include:  Wiring  and  uses  of 
the  booth,  machine,  spotlight,  rheostat, 
motor  generator,  mercury  arc  rectifier, 
compensator,  economizer;  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  booth;  operation  of  the  ma- 
chine, including  sprockets,  loops,  inter- 
mittent movement,  automatic  fire  shutter, 
cam,  lenses,  take-up  devices,  upper  and 
lower  magazines,  timing,  stereopticon; 
motors;  horizontal  and  vertical  arcs;  re- 
winding and  patching  films. 


Hull  and  Williamson  to 
Lead  Local  No,  186 

Springfield,  Mass. — Members  of  Local 
186,  lATSE,  elected  officers  at  their  an- 
nual meeting  in  the  Central  Labor  Union 
hall  here  last  Monday.  They  follow: 

Business  agent,  Benjamin  G.  Hull 
(Bijou) ; president,  Louis  Williamson  (Bi- 
jou); vice-president,  Granville  G.  Best; 
secretary-treasurer,  Arthur  J.  Payette 
(Arcade) ; executive  board,  Owen  Holmes 
(Garden),  Yvan  Ellia  (Paramount),  and 
Edwin  B.  Webber  (Broadway). 

Delegates  to  the  Springfield  Central 
Labor  Union  are  Williamson,  Hull,  Best, 
Joseph  Rodriquez  and  Charles  E.  Jury;  to 
the  Westfield  Central  Labor  Union,  Hull 
and  Williamson,  Earl  Heathcote,  John 
Morris  and  John  F.  Gatelee  jr. 

Hull  was  appointed  business  agent  to 
succeed  the  late  John  F.  Gatelee  sr. 


Meet  January  6 

Springfield,  Mass. — Owen  Holmes,  pro- 
jectionist at  the  Garden  here  and  also  a 
member  of  the  executive  board  of  Local 
186,  lATSE,  announces  that  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Local  will  take  place  on  Mon- 
day, January  6.  At  present,  a move  to 
have  only  union  operators  project  both  35 
and  16mm  films  in  this  area  is  under  way. 


LOOO  at  Xmas  Party 

Springfield,  Mass. — More  than  1,000 
members  of  the  Springfield  Boys’  Club  at- 
tended the  club’s  annual  Christmas  party 
in  the  big  gymnasium  of  the  clubhouse. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  the  M-G-M  and 
RKO  exchanges  of  Boston,  a program  of 
motion  pictures,  including  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz,”  “Capt.  Spanky’s  Show  Boat,”  Our 
Gang  Comedies,  a cartoon,  and  two  Mickey 
Mouse  cartoons,  was  presented. 


Hosts  400  Kids 

Hartford — About  400  East  Side  children 
were  guests  of  Walter  B.  Lloyd,  manager  of 
the  M&P’s  Allyn,  at  the  theatre’s  ninth  an- 
nual Christmas  party.  The  pictures  shown 
were  “North  West  Mounted  Police”  and 
“Dancing  on  a Dime.”  Arrangements  for 
the  party  were  made  by  Anthony  J.  Mara- 
die,  honorary  president  of  the  Allyn  Club. 


10-Center  Up  to  15 

Hartford — The  main  stem  Daly,  man- 
aged by  Mickey  Daly,  has  upped  adult  ad- 
missions a nickel  from  10  to  15  cents. 
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JJARRY  ROSE  at  the  Globe  will  have  the 
only  vaudeville  show  in  town  New 
Year’s  eve  . . . The  annual  combined 
Christmas  parties  of  the  Loew  theatres 
here  failed  to  materialize  this  year  . . . Lou 
Anger  expects  to  get  busy  on  that  new 
neighborhood  theatre  shortly  after  the 
start  of  the  new  year. 

Warner  switched  “Love  Thy  Neighbor” 
from  a New  Year’s  Eve  opening  to  Christ- 
mas Day  . . . The  remodeled  Rialto  in 
Norwalk  reopened  on  Christmas  Day  . . . 
Thomas  J.  Fitzpatrick  has  succeeded  Jesse 
Belmont  Williams  as  doorman  at  the  Ma- 
jestic. Harold  “Hank”  Kilborn,  also  a Ma- 
jestic doorman,  has  resigned  to  return  to 
his  job  as  Waldorf  cashier.  No  successor 
has  been  named  at  this  time.  Theatres  are 
finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  hire 
male  employes  here. 

Harry  and  Anita  Rose  entertained  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fred  H.  Russell  on  their  sixth 
wedding  anniversary  . . . Theatrical  folks 
are  receiving  post  cards  from  Jane  Ross  in 
Hollywood.  She  is  former  Loew  cashier 
here  and  is  now  working  for  Carole  Lom- 
bard’s brother  . . . Bee  Sullivan,  Majestic 
cashier,  is  recovering  from  a stubborn  cold 
. . . Loew  employes  here  are  thankful  for 
that  Christmas  bonus. 

Fred  Russell  of  the  Post-Telegram  inter- 
viewed Sabu  over  the  telephone  from  Bos- 
ton  . . . Helen  Foley  is  assisting  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Margaret  O’Connor,  in  the  Lyric  box- 
office  . . . Mark  Freeland,  Columbia  field 
representative,  was  in  town  in  the  inter- 
est of  “Arizona”  and  Harry  Rainers  of 
RKO  made  one  of  his  infrequent  visits  to 
set  the  ball  rolling  for  “Kitty  Foyle.” 

The  average  weekly  payroll  here  for  No- 
vember was  $1,611,328,  or  5.11  per  cent 
over  October  and  26.87  per  cent  over  that 
of  a year  ago.  One  factory  is  to  add  4,000 
persons  just  as  soon  as  a huge  addition  is 
completed  . . . Manager  Matt  L.  Saunders 
is  teaching  his  daughter  Ruth  to  drive  the 
new  auto  . . . Christmas  sales  in  depart- 
ment stores  here  set  an  all-time  record. 

The  Groton  Theatre  features  a IQ-cent 
matinee  on  Thursdays  for  the  students  at 
Groton  Academy  . . . Molly  Rosenthal  is 
chairman  of  the  ticket  committee  for  an- 
nual Jewish  Charity  ball  . . . Manager 
Manny  Kugell  of  the  Warner  attended  the 
Warner  managers’  party  at  the  Waverly 
Inn  in  Cheshire. 

Harry  Shaw  entertained  all  managers 
and  assistants  on  his  division  at  the  Taft 
Hotel  in  New  Haven  . . . Manny  Kugell  en- 
tertained his  staff  at  a Christmas  party — 
the  first  in  his  theatre’s  history  . . . Phyl- 
liss,  the  young  daughter  of  Manager  Ed- 
ward Madden  of  the  Lyric,  is  getting  her 
first  introduction  to  the  piano  . . . A1  Smith, 
former  Lyric  manager,  was  a visitor  . . . 
Proctor  Patterson  Jones  is  looking  over 
the  city  with  a view  of  opening  winter 
stock  here.  Four  or  five  before  him  have 
had  the  same  idea,  but  the  only  house 
available,  the  Park,  needs  too  big  an  in- 
vestment in  repairs. 


Gridcders  See  "Rockne" 

East  Hartford,  Conn. — Members  of  the 
East  Hartford  High  School  football  squad 
and  other  invited  friends  were  guests  of 
St.  Mary’s  Men’s  Club  at  a theatre  party 
at  the  local  Astor.  The  picture  shown  was 
“Knute  Rockne — All  American.” 


More  in  Massachusetts 
Adopting  Bank  Night 


Boston — Bank  Night  went  into  added 
Massachusetts  theatres  this  month,  ac- 
cording to  Roy  E.  Heffner  who  said  that 
one  major  reason  for  what  he  termed  the 
increasing  popularity  of  the  giveaway  was 
a clean  bill  of  health  accorded  it  by  Bay 
State  courts  on  lottery  charges. 

The  latest  of  these,  Heffner  pointed, 
came  when  Superior  Court  Judge  Frede- 
rick W.  Fosdick  found  Good  Will  Award 
and  Bank  Night  not  guilty  in  a lottery 
suit  tried  in  Middlesex  Superior  Court  in 
Cambridge. 

Judge  Fosdick  had  earlier  found  Lucky 
a lottery,  a decision  that  was  upheld  in 
the  supreme  court. 

The  Bank  Night  vindication  came  after 
George  S.  Ryan,  Bank  Night  attorney,  had 
brought  up  a Tower  Theatre,  Lowell  opera- 
tion on  an  agreed  statement  of  facts,  waiv- 
ing jury  trial.  Ryan  had  previously 
cleared  the  Bank  Night  plan  in  New 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Maine,  and  Mid- 
dlesex, Suffolk  and  Bristol  counties  in 
Massachusetts. 


Gruber,  Gerome  Oiler 
"Insurance  Nights'" 

Boston — Meyer  Gruber  and  Arthur  E. 
Gerome  have  closed  a deal  with  the  Massa- 
chusetts Casualty  Co.  for  “Insurance 
Nights”  at  Massachusetts  theatres  going 
for  the  deal.  The  plan  will  automatically 
insure  for  one-week  periods  every  patron 
attending  the  particular  theatre  on  the 
night  specified.  The  pair,  which  recently 
opened  Piedmont  Street  offices,  pointed 
out  any  one  attending  an  “Insurance 
Night”  for  52  consecutive  weeks  would 
automatically  be  covered  by  a $10,000 
policy  for  one  year. 

The  deal  is  similar  to  one  worked  out 
several  years  ago  by  Arthur  K.  Howard, 
business  manager  for  the  Independent  Ex- 
hibitors, Inc. 


400  Western  Massachusetts 
Employes  Given  Bonuses 

Springfield,  Mass. — All  employes  of 
Western  Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.,  re- 
ceiving less  than  $40  a week  who  have  been 
with  the  firm  for  six  months  or  longer, 
were  given  a Christmas  bonus.  Those  em- 
ployed six  months  or  longer,  but  less  than 
a year,  were  given  a half  week’s  salary, 
with  those  in  the  company’s  employ  longer 
than  a year  receiving  a week’s  pay. 

There  is  a total  of  400  employes,  includ- 
ing the  Springfield  home  office  and  the 
Boston  field  office  of  the  circuit,  on  the 
bonus  list.  The  company  now  operates 
theatres  in  Westfield,  Springfield,  Holyoke, 
Chicopee,  Northampton,  Greenfield,  Pitts- 
field, North  Adams  and  Brattleboro,  Vt. 


Premieres  "Mozart" 

Boston — George  Kraska,  operator  of  the 
Pine  Arts,  gave  “Mozart”  its  New  England 
premiere  Christmas  night  with  a reserve 
seat  opening  at  the  Back  Bay  location.  Top 
tariff  was  $1.65,  high  for  Boston  straight 
film  fare. 


Son  to  Smalley 

New  London,  Conn. — Ted  Smalley,  man- 
ager of  the  Garde  Theatre  here,  is  the 
father  of  a seven  pound,  seven  ounce  son. 
The  lad,  his  second,  will  be  christened 
David  Allen  Smalley. 
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JJAPPY  NEW  YEAR!  We  hope  next 
year’ll  bring  you  all  more  success,  more 
profits  and  better  times  . . . Larry  O’Neil, 
formerly  of  the  local  Cameo  (now  Proven 
Pictures) , is  now  manager  of  the  Holland 
in  Belle  Fontaine,  Ohio  . . . James  Warren, 
formerly  usher  at  the  northend  WB’s 
Lenox,  is  leaving  Hartford  with  the  turn 
of  the  calendar  to  join  Uncle  Sam’s  Ma- 
rines . . . “Arizona”  was  to  have  opened  at 
Manager  George  E.  Landers’  E.  M.  Loew’s 
this  Wednesday  after  a great  exploitation 
campaign  on  the  part  of  Landers  and  his 
assistant,  Hillmer  D.  Robinson  . . . Loew’s 
Poli  Plaza,  Worcester,  and  WB’s  Bristol, 
Bristol,  played  the  double  bill  of  “Face  at 
the  Window”  and  “Torso  Murder  Case” 
. . . Ella  Fitzgerald  and  her  orchestra 
played  the  Lyric,  Bridgeport. 

Connecticut  Doings:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wal- 
ter B.  Lloyd  of  Hartford  recently  observed 
their  tenth  anniversary  of  married  happi- 
7iess.  Walter  is  the  popular  manager  of  the 
local  M&P’s  Allyn.  By  the  way,  he  is  also 
a first  lieuteiiant  in  the  Quartermaster 
Reserve  Corps,  and  is  subject  to  call  any 
minute  now  . . . Capitol,  Middletown, 
brought  back  Charlie  Chaplin  m “In  the 
Bank”  . . . Lincoln,  Hew  Haven,  played  sex 
films,  “Mad  Youth”  and  “Shark  Woman,” 
while  the  Apollo,  also  in  the  Elm  City, 
presented  “Reefer  Madness,”  “How  to  Take 
a Bath,”  and  “The  Long  Shot,”  all  on  one 
bill  . . . Manager  Jack  A.  Simons,  Loew’s 
Poli,  Hartford,  reports  that  as  a special 
New  Year’s  Eve  attraction,  Loew’s  Poli  will 
present  “Flight  Command,”  to  be  followed 
on  New  Year’s  Day  with  the  regular  run 
of  “Comrade  X”  . . . Dead  End  Kids  and 
the  Little  Tough  Guys  were  at  the  Buck- 
ingham Hall,  Waterbury  . . . M&P’s  Nor- 
walk, Norwalk,  gave  away  three  sleds  to 
holders  of  lucky  ticket  stub  numbers  . . . 
Strand,  Winsted,  showed  Republic’s  “Caro- 
lina Moon”  . . . Manager  Joe  Anger’s  Astor, 
East  Hartford,  played  Walt  Disney’s 
“Festival  of  Hits.” 

Harris  Brothers’  State  has  added  the 
comedy  team.  Three  Stooges,  to  the  al- 
ready large  list  of  artists  the  theatre  will 
present  on  New  Year’s  Eve  in  a three-hour 
show  . . . M&P’s  Allyn,  for  New  Year’s  Eve, 
will  have  “Second  Chorus,”  while  the  WB’s 
Strand  will  present  “Santa.  Fe  Trail”  . . . 
Mickey  Daly  of  Hartford  and  Plainfield 
was  a New  Haven  visitor  . . . Regards  are 
in  order  for  the  Windsor,  Windsor,  which 
is  currently  observing  its  first  year  of 
operation  . . . Circle,  Manchester,  present- 
ed Republic’s  “Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?” 
as  did  also  Schulman’s  Plaza,  Windsor  . . . 
Herbert  Goldfield,  usher  at  the  E.  M. 
Loew’s,  is  quite  an  ice  skater. 

WB  Writeups:  Hugh  Campbell,  Central, 
West  Hartford;  David  Sugarman,  Colonial; 
Tommy  Grogan,  Lenox;  Bill  Flanaghan, 
Lyric;  Kennie  Faye,  Rialto;  Frankie  Mor- 
in, Regal,  aiid  James  F.  McCarthy,  Strand, 
attended  the  WB  managers’  get-together 
in  New  Haven’s  Hotel  Taft  last  Thursday 
. . . Manager  Bill  Flaiiaghan  of  the  Lyric 
reports  as  indefinite  reseating  plans  for 
that  house  . . . Boxoffice  at  the  Daly  has 
been  reiiovated  . . . Charlie  Williams,  por- 
ter for  many  years  at  the  Strand,  has  been 
ill  at  home.  Meanwhile,  Harry  Tudowski 
is  filling  m . . . Bobbie  Hughes,  usher  at 
the  Lenox,  is  still  convalescing  at  home 
from  an  infected  foot.  Edward  Burns  is 
handling  Hughes’  duties  at  present  . . . Daly 
had  an  amateur  contest  on  its  stage  last 
Thursday  . . . Kennie  Faye,  Rialto  man- 
ager, reports  that  the  boxoffice  and  the 
men’s  and  women’s  rooms  at  that  theatre 
have  been  repainted. 

In  New  Haven  last  Tuesday  were  Mar- 
tin Kelleher,  Princess:  Charles  Repass, 


Crown,  and  Maurice  Schulman,  Webster, 
Rivoli,  and  Plaza-Windsor  . . . Marquee  at 
the  State  has  been  repainted  . . . Bernard 
William  Levy,  manager  of  the  local  Proven 
Pictures  and  also  division  manager  of  the 
Frederick  Lieberman  Theatres  in  Hartford 
and  Holyoke,  Mass.,  is  now  visiting  the 
Holyoke  boys  three  times  a week  . . . Har- 
rison Harries,  Hartford  motion  picture  ser- 
vice man,  was  in  New  York  . . . The  new 
Irish  film,  “Here  Is  Ireland,”  may  be 
booked  for  the  Bushnell’s,  January  11  and 
12,  according  to  Managing  Director  Bill 
Mortenson’s  plans  last  week  . . . Mary  Ra- 
vales  is  the  new  cashier  at  the  E.  M. 
Loew’s,  succeeding  Mrs.  June  Gordon,  who 
resigned  to  devote  all  of  her  time  to  mar- 
ried life  . . . Manager  Jack  A.  Simons  of 
the  Loew’s  Poli  reports  that  “Flight  Com- 
mand” and  “Youth  Will  Be  Served”  have 
been  booked  for  that  theatre’s  New  Year’s 
Eve  show,  at  75  cents  top. 

More  Loew’s-Poli  Doings;  Russell  F. 
Grant,  student  assistajit,  won  the  grand 
prize  of  $8  over  WTlC-WICC’s  “Quiz  of 
Two  Cities”  theatre  program  last  Sunday. 
By  the  bye,  Charlie  Guadaiio  of  the  Loew’s 
Poli  College,  New  Haven,  cracked — by  mis- 
take, of  course — via  the  air  waves,  “Noth- 
ing's too  bad  for  Loew’s  Poli.”  Then  he 
tur7ied  arou7id  a7id  said  that  7iothing’s  too 
good  for  that  circuit.  Now  what  do  you 
say,  Charlie?  . . . Maurice  Radm  of  Peo- 
ples’ Ca7idy  Co.,  Worcester,  was  hi  tow7i 
last  week  . . . Me7nbers  of  the  Loew’s  Poli 
basketball  team  have  been  a7inounced  as 
follows:  Elihu  Brooks,  Jerry  Goldberg, 
Jules  Fra7ik,  Paul  Pay7ie,  A7ithony  T.  De- 
Mayo,  a7id  Essex  Th077ipso7i.  Brooks  and 
Goldberg  are  co-captahis  of  the  team  . . . 
Wallace  J.  Cooper,  Loew’s  Poli  assistant 
7na7iager,  takes  the  usual  bus7na7i’s  holiday 
every  Tuesday,  his  day  off,  it  seems.  In- 
stead of  gohig  somewhere  or  resthig  at 
home,  Cooper  is  usually  see7i  on  Tuesday 
arou7id  the  theatre  . . . Revival  of  “Scar- 
face”  and  “Hell’s  A7igels”  did  SRO  busi- 
ness at  the  Prove7i  Pictures  last  Sunday 
. . . Irvhig  Freed7na7i,  State  usher,  has 
hopes  of  becomhig  a radio  a7i7wu7icer  . . . 
Jack  Bloom,  assista7it  ma7iager  of  the 
State,  and  a local  girl,  were  to  have  been 
rnarried  Tuesday  7iight  at  the  E7na7iuel 
Sy7iagogue. 

A motion  picture  entitled  “Holiday  in 
Dixie”  was  shown  at  a meeting  of  the 
Springfield  Photographic  Society  . . . Car- 
mel Mascoli,  manager  of  the  Waterbury, 
Alhambra,  and  his  bride,  recently  re- 
turned from  a southern  honeymoon.  Mrs. 
Mascoli  is  the  daughter  of  the  Alhambra’s 
owner  . . . Roger  Sherman’s,  New  Haven, 
ushers  wore  caps  and  gowns  one  week  in 
advance  of  “You’ll  Find  Out,”  in  connec- 
tion with  exploitation  on  the  Kay  Kyser 
starrer  . . .Joe  Walsh  of  Southington  is 
now  back  on  the  job  again  after  having 
been  on  a leave  of  absence  . . . Manager 
Lou  Cohen,  Loew’s  Poli  Palace,  obtained  a 
co-op  ad  with  Helen’s  Beauty  Shoppe  on 
“Tin  Pan  Alley”  . . . The  now-famed 
“Thief  of  Bagdad”  float,  on  which  two 
men  worked  four  months  to  create,  passed 
through  Hartford  on  its  way  to  Boston. 

“Little  Nellie  Kelly”  did  two  weeks  at 
the  Loew’s  Poli  Palace  . . . “North  West 
Mounted  Police”  we7it  hito  a fourth  week 
at  the  M&P’s  Ally7i  . . . Duke  Ellington’s 
orchestra  was  the  first  colored  show  of  the 
seaso7i  at  the  State  . . . Broadway,  Spring- 
field,  gave  away  15  free  Xmas  poultry  last 
Friday  to  holders  of  lucky  ticket  stub  num- 
bers . . . The  latest  Goldwynism,  as  re- 
ported from  the  coast:  “Why,  our  pictures 
even  made  money  at  the  height  of  the 


slump”  . . . James  Hewins  and  William 
B.  White  are  new  part-time  ushers  at  the 
M&P’s  Ally7i  . . . Rialto,  Norwalk,  had 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.’s  “Arizona 
Ga7igbusters”  . . . Frederick  W.  Stone 
showed  colored  motion  pictures  of 
the  west  at  the  Children’s  Museum  of 
Hartford  last  Sunday. 

Members  of  the  Yale  University  Pundit 
Club  staged  a fake  parade  of  the  Marx 
Bros,  in  central  New  Haven  streets,  blocked 
traffic  by  a series  of  stallings  of  their 
automobiles,  were  chased  by  John  Law, 
and  ended  their  adventures  by  walking  into 
the  Loew’s  Poli  there  when  the  manage- 
ment thought  that  the  real  brothers  (star- 
ring in  “Go  West”)  were  giving  them  a 
surprise  visit  . . . Over  at  Kid  Kaplan’s, 
they’re  meeting  the  10  p.  m.  curfew  by  em- 
ploying girl  musicians  to  play  dinner  music 
from  7 p.  m.  to  the  deadline  while  Joe 
Puzzo’s  orchestra  takes  their  place. 

Norma7i  Edwards  is  a new  usher  at  the 
WB’s  Regal  . . . George  E.  Landers,  man- 
ager of  the  E.  M.  Loew’s,  was  in  Boston  on 
business  last  Monday  a7id  Tuesday  . . . 
Peggy  DuP07it  is  the  new  candy  girl  at  the 
E.  M.  Loew’s,  succeeding  Lorraine  Racine, 
resigned  . . . Add  theatre  managers’  trou- 
bles: John  Small,  usher.  Arcade,  Spring- 
field,  ivho  helps  with  the  theatre’s  mar- 
quee every  7iow  and  then,  has  been  havmg 
trouble  with  his  spelling,  to-wit — For  “Hit 
Parade  of  1941’s”  stars,  he  lettered  the 
marquee  thusly,  “Frances  Baker  and  Lang- 
ford Kenny.”  He  had  “Robert  Nazimova” 
for  the  star  of  “Escape,”  while  for  the 
name  of  Nazimova,  he  had  “Nazumma.” 

Picketers  for  Local  486,  lATSE,  in  front 
of  the  E.  M.  Loew’s,  will  soon  enter  their 
fourth  year  of  continuous  walking  . , . 
Members  of  the  Hayes-Velhage  post.  West 
Hartford,  witnessed  a program  of  war 
films,  including  ‘“The  War  in  Europe,” 
“Bombs  Over  Europe,”  “Finland  Fights,” 
“Graf  Spee,”  and  “1940  Newsreel,”  last 
Tuesday  night  in  West  Hartford’s  Me- 
morial Hall  . . . New  seats  are  to  be  in- 
stalled at  the  E.  M.  Loew’s  sometime  in 
January. 

Peter  Perakos,  ow7ier  of  the  Palace,  New 
Britain,  and  one  of  that  city’s  better  known 
sports7ne7i,  prese7ited  certificates  to  mem- 
bers of  New  Britain  High  School’s  far- 
famed  football  team  last  fort7iight  in  the 
Hardware  City  at  a get-together  in  honor 
of  the  footballers  ...  A combined  team 
of  Para7nount  and  20th-Fox  exchange  em- 
ployes, New  Haven,  met  the  WB  bowlers, 
and  the  Columbia  pm-smashers  opposed 
a7i  all-Co7inecticut  Exhibitors’  team  last 
Tuesday  night  at  the  Roger  Sherman 
Bowlmg  Alleys  in  the  Elm  City  as  tuneups 
for  the  proposed  state  league  for  industry- 
ites. 


Hold  "Movie  Party" 

Springfield,  Mass. — A “Movie  Party” 
was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  Springfield 
Free  Press,  Friday  night  in  honor  of  local 
theatre  managers.  Chairman  for  the  event 
was  Patrick  J.  Isabella,  Springfield  thea- 
tre artist.  Music  was  furnished  by  Bert 
Greene’s  E.  M.  Loew’s  Court  Square  house 
orchestra. 


Next  in  Lemp  Series 

Hollywood  — Next  in  Warner’s  Lemp 
Family  series  will  be  “Four  Feathers,” 
which  William  Keighley  will  direct  from  a 
script  by  Stephen  Morehouse  Avery. 
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N.  England  Loses  Veteran 
Showman  in  Jacob  Lourie 


Boston — Jacob  Lourie,  an  associate  of 
the  M&P  Theatres  Corp.,  and  Publix 
Netoco  Corp.  director,  who  died  last  week, 
was  one  of  New  England’s  pioneer  show- 
men. 

Lourie,  who  was  66,  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Russia  at  the  age  of  five.  In 
1912  he  entered  the  industry  by  opening 
New  England’s  first  de  luxe  theatres,  the 
present  Modern  and  Beacon  in  Boston. 
Lourie  installed  the  first  talkie  equipment 
in  the  United  States  at  the  Modern. 

Lourie  became  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  operating  corporation  con- 
trolling the  Modern,  Beacon,  and  Park  in 
Boston  and  the  Shawmut  in  Roxbury.  In 
1931  he  became  affiliated  with  Paramount 
Pictures  as  a partner  in  the  Publix  Netoco 
Theatre  Corp. 

The  veteran  showman,  who  leaves  a 
widow,  three  sons,  two  daughters  and  a 
brother,  at  one  time  was  president  of  the 
MPTOA  here. 


A Newsreel  Wrestling 
Sequence  Censored 

Boston — Angels  had  better  keep  away 
from  Massachusetts  mountains.  The  only 
film  elimination  of  last  week  in  the  Bay 
State  was  a Paramount  newsreel  clip  en- 
titled, “Mountain  Toppled  by  Angel.” 
After  scissoring  the  wrestling  sequences. 
Commissioner  Eugene  M.  McSweeney’s  de- 
partment okayed  30  other  motion  pictures. 


Brenkert  Demonstrates 
New  Projector  in  Hub 

Boston — Wayne  Brenkert  demonstrated 
the  new  Brenkert  projectors  to  members 
of  the  operators  union.  Local  182,  at  an 
informal  gathering  last  Saturday  in  the 
offices  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co., 
New  England  distributor.  Leon  Foster, 
Capitol  executive,  was  host. 

A similar  demonstration  was  held  the 
following  day  for  the  Knights  of  Labor. 


Wm.  Freiday  Heads  Keith 
Vaudeville  Exchange 

Portland,  Me. — ^William  F.  Freiday,  once 
manager  of  the  old  B.  F.  Keith’s  and  Deer- 
ing  theatres  here,  has  been  appointed  man- 
ager of  the  Keith  vaudeville  exchange  for 
Maine.  Offices  will  be  maintained  at  22 
Monument  Square  in  Portland. 


John  R,  Baker 

New  Britain,  Conn. — John  R.  Baker 
died  at  his  home  here  last  fortnight  after 
a short  illness.  Born  in  this  city,  he  was  a 
World  War  veteran  and  had  served  as  a 
projectionist  at  the  M&P’s  Allyn,  Hart- 
ford, for  about  20  years.  He  was  a member 
of  Walnut  Hill  Lodge,  AF&M,  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  and  Local  486,  lATSE.  Funeral 
services  were  held  last  Monday,  with  burial 
in  Fairview  Cemetery. 


440.000  Use  Food  Stamps 

Hartford — Surplus  farm  products  valued 
at  $1,103,000  were  purchased  in  October 
by  440,000  needy  persons  with  free  food 
order  stamps  in  the  northeastern  region, 
including  Connecticut,  according  to  a re- 
port made  public  by  James  N.  Hickok,  in 
charge  of  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  in  Hart- 
ford. 


jyjARION  BELL,  secretary  to  Maurice  N. 

Wolf,  M-G-M  district  manager,  was 
chairman  in  charge  of  the  Metro  Christ- 
mas Party  held  in  the  exchange  Monday, 
with  an  open  house  at  8:30  p.  m.  . . . John 
Dervin  and  his  United  Artists  staff  partied 
this  year  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  as  did 
Paul  Barron  and  the  Universal  gang  . . . 
Harry  Rogovin  and  Columbia  cohort  mis- 
tletoed  at  the  Mayfair  . . . Sabu,  star  of 
“Elephant  Boy,”  was  in  Boston. 

Viola  Berlin  has  had  three  new  lamps 
installed  at  the  Exeter  Street  in  Boston. 
P.  Edward  Comi  of  the  Theatre  Service  & 
Supply  Co.  did  the  fob. 

Joe  Mathieu,  circuit  owner,  was  in  town 
. . . Roy  E.  Heffner  of  Bank  Night  is  hunt- 
ing in  Texas  . . . Walter  E.  Green,  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Theatre  Supply  Co., 
was  here  . . . Joe  Robbin,  equipment  man, 
was  in  the  district,  as  was  Wayne  Bren- 
kert. 

William  H.  McLaughlin  jr.,  son  of  the 
director  of  the  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Inc.,  has  passed  his  Annapolis  exams  . . . 
Vincent  Dunfey,  student  assistant  at 
Loew’s  State  in  Providence,  has  been  con- 
valescing following  a long  siege  of  pneu- 
monia at  his  Boston  home  . . . Kenneth  R. 
Douglass,  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co.  head, 
has  bee?i  ill  with  laryngitis. 

Edward  Cuddy,  M&P  division  manager, 
ordered  the  Beacon  closed  part  of  last 
week  following  a nearby  fire  . . . Harry 
Asher,  head  of  Producers  Releasing  Corp., 
set  the  New  England  premiere  of  the  “Devil 
Bat”  with  Ben  Domingo  of  the  RKO  Bos- 
ton . . . Charles  Levine,  reopened  the  Ri- 
alto in  Bridgeport  on  Christmas  after  the 
house  had  been  completely  renovated  by 
Bill  Riseman  and  Alec  Lercari  of  Boston. 

Jack  Goodwin  of  the  Met,  Al  Somerby 
of  the  Howard,  Harry  McDonald  of  RKO, 
and  Joe  Brennan  of  the  MPTOA  ivere 
among  the  film  men  who  aided  the  Volun- 
teers of  America  in  putting  on  a charity 
show  at  the  Majestic  . . . Martha  Heffner, 
daughter  of  the  Bank  Night  distributor, 
is  home  from  Westbrook  College  for  the 
holidays  . . . Harold  Kleine,  son  of  the  Bay 


gANTA  CLAUS  came  ahead  of  time  to 
the  home  of  Benjamin  York,  a sick 
little  boy  living  at  532  Main  Street,  West- 
brook. Benjamin,  a member  of  the  Recess 
Time  Club  at  the  State  Theatre  here,  has 
been  sick  for  a long  time  and  his  parents 
had  almost  exhausted  their  small  fund  of 
savings  when  fate,  or  Old  St.  Nick  him- 
self, decided  to  take  a hand.  The  result 
was  that  Benjamin’s  membership  card 
number  was  picked  out  of  the  big  “lucky 
bowl”  at  the  December  7 Recess  Time  pro- 
gram and  Benjamin  was  $25  richer.  The 
boy’s  parents  said  the  money  would  be 
used  for  medicine  and  treatments  for  the 
sick  child. 

New  Year’s  Eve  shows  are  being  planned 
here  by  the  State  and  the  Maine  Civic 
theatres  . . . Joe  McGonagle,  formerly  of 
the  Strand,  has  taken  over  as  manager  of 
the  Empire,  thus  freeing  young  Billy  Fields 
for  duty  with  the  Naval  Reserves. 

Thomas  Ranaghan,  former  doorman  at 


State  Film  head,  is  in  Panama  with  the 
army. 

Grace  McGowan  has  returned  to  the 
local  M-G-M  exchange  following  her  va- 
cation . . . Dan  Cummings  is  featured  on 
the  stage  of  the  RKO  Boston  . . . Newell 
Kurson,  Graphic  general  manager,  re- 
opened the  Methuen  in  Methuen  on  Christ- 
mas after  the  house  had  been  completely 
renovated  by  Riseman  and  Lercari  . . . 
Three  Warner  houses  also  reopened  on 
Christmas  after  renovations.  Complete  in 
the  instances  of  the  Rialto  in  South  Nor- 
walk and  the  State  in  South  Manchester, 
both  Connecticut  locations.  The  lobby  of 
the  Palace  in  Lawrence  was  rejuvenated. 

Maurice  N.  Wolf  and  Jack  Byrne  of 
M-G-M  were  in  New  York  on  business  . . . 
Morris  Goldstein  of  M-G-M  was  in  New 
Have7i  from  Boston  . . . Estelle  Taylor  is  in 
town  . . . Betty  Field  is  at  the  Wilbur  in  a 
neiD  Elmer  Rice  play  . . . Dorothy  Gish 
and  Louis  Calhern  are  at  the  Repertory. 

Jerry  Crowley  of  M-G-M  has  been  con- 
valescing following  an  appendicitis  re- 
moval performed  at  the  St.  Elizabeth’s 
Hospital  . . . Roy  E.  Heffner  jr.,  manager 
of  the  Tower  in  Lowell,  has  given  the  film 
district  its  newest  cave  man  touch  by  us- 
ing a deerskin  as  a seat  cover  for  his  con- 
vertible. 

Jack  Goodwin,  managmg  director  of  the 
Metropolitan,  held  “Tin  Pan  Alley”  and 
“Murder  Over  New  York”  for  a second 
consecutive  week.  It  was  the  only  regula- 
tion hold  over  in  town  . . . George  Raft 
was  scheduled  to  open  a one-week  eiigage- 
ment  on  Christmas  Day  at  the  RKO  Bos- 
ton. Harry  McDonald,  division  majiager, 
booked  the  star. 

Fred  Geisler,  has  finished  projecting  a 
series  of  film  showings  held  in  behalf  of 
the  Finnish  Relief  . . . Fred  Sharby,  cir- 
cuit head,  was  in  town  . . . Elding  John- 
son of  Specialty  Pictures,  Inc.,  was  on  sick 
leave  . . . Francis  Dervin  of  Universal  and 
Elizabeth  Dervin  of  M-G-M  left  for  a two- 
week  auto  trip  with  a Florida  destination. 

Ben  Rosenberg  and  John  Carroll,  man- 
agers of  the  Fenway  and  Paramoujit,  re- 
spectively, opened  “Here  Comes  the  Navy” 
in  the  first-run  houses. 


the  State,  is  another  theatre  man  who  is 
standing  by  waiting  for  Uncle  Sam  to  call 
him  to  sea  . . . Francis  Gooch,  former  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  State  here,  and  for 
some  time  manager  of  the  Uptown,  Bath, 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Temple  at 
Houlton.  Arthur  Pinkham,  formerly  of  the 
Temple,  is  replacing  Gooch  at  the  Uptown. 

All  local  first  runs  cooperated  in  rais- 
ing mo7iey  for  the  Christmas  fund  for  the 
blind  of  Portland  . . . Merrill  Geer,  door- 
man,  and  Fred  Googins,  cleaner,  head  the 
two  teams  organized  at  the  State  Theatre 
recently  to  push  the  sale  of  theatre  check 
books.  Almost  all  advertising  mediums  are 
being  used  to  put  the  campaign  across. 


Sign  Halop  for  Three 

Hollywood- — Billy  Halop,  one  of  the 
original  “Dead  Enders,”  has  signed  a new 
three-picture  deal  at  Universal. 
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Legions  Theatrical  Post 
Distributes  150  Baskets 


Boston — Some  150  Christmas  baskets 
were  given  out  this  year  as  the  Theatrical 
Post  of  American  Legion  continued  its  an- 
nual holiday  philanthropy. 

Among  the  numerous  film  Legionnaires 
cooperating  actively  with  the  Yuletide 
charity  were  Harry  Aaronson  of  the  Ri- 
alto in  Boston;  Major  Patrick  F.  Healey, 
state  film  head;  William  Lynde  of  the 
Film  Exchange  Transfer;  Harry  Rosen- 
blatt of  M-G-M;  Harry  Germaine  of  Price 
Premiums;  William  H.  McLaughlin  of  the 
Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.;  Alvin  G. 
Kenney,  senior  vice-commander  of  the 
post;  Kenneth  Forkey,  circuit  operator; 
Charles  Goldsmith,  uncle  of  Mrs.  Forkey; 
Cyril  McGerigle  of  RKO;  Marcel  Mekel- 
burg  and  Sam  Levine  of  Northeastern 
Films;  Harry  Browning  of  M&P;  Ed  Dob- 
kin  of  M-G-M;  Joseph  Cantor  and  Robert 
Sternberg  of  M&P. 


Bert  Jackson  Leaves  for 
Theatre  Post  in  Miami 

Springfield,  Mass. — Bert  Jackson,  man- 
ager of  the  local  E.  M.  Loew’s  Court 
Square,  has  resigned  to  take  a post  with 
an  unidentified  theatre  in  Miami.  He  left 
for  there  a fortnight  ago  with  his  wife. 

Jackson  was  manager  of  the  Court 
Square  for  about  two  months.  Pat  Mc- 
Gee of  the  Boston  office  of  E.  M.  Loew’s 
was  here  recently  looking  over  the  theatre. 


E.  M.  Loew's  Bowling 
Team  Wants  Matches 

Hartford — George  E.  Landers,  E.  M. 
Loew’s,  announces,  as  follows,  the  mem- 
bers of  his  house’s  bowling  team:  Oscar 
Cappuccio  (captain),  Hillmer  D.  Robinson, 
Eddie  Boggs,  Gene  St.  Pierre  and  Charlie 
Bradshaw. 

Theatres  in  the  Hartford  territory  wish- 
ing matches  should  phone  the  theatre  at 
Hartford  5-6789,  or  write  Cappuccio  at  the 
theatre’s  address,  174  Asylum  St.,  Hartford. 


Meet  in  Bowling  Match 

Hartford — The  local  Loew-Poli  Palace’s 
basketball  team,  consisting  of  Merrill 
Rome,  forward;  Otis  Levy,  center;  Andrew 
Ryack  guard;  'T.  Mirella,  forward;  Thomas 
Dunfey,  guard,  and  J.  Antaya,  substitute, 
was  to  meet  the  Loew’s  Poli  basketball 
team  December  21. 

(i  

Time  lor  Measures 
January  8 to  31 

New  Haven — Between  January  8 and 
January  31  film  men  in  the  territory  will 
learn  what  bills  affecting  theatre  opera- 
tion may  be  brought  before  the  state  leg- 
islature this  session.  After  the  latter 
date  no  bills  may  be  presented.  Both 
Allied  and  Connecticut  MPTO  members 
recently  met  in  joint  session  to  discuss 
possible  unfavorable  legislation.  Further 
discussions  will  be  held  along  these  lines 
after  the  holiday  season. 

The  regular  luncheon-meeting  which 
would  ordinarily  be  scheduled  for  Decem- 
ber 24  or  December  31,  has  been  post- 
poned until  January  7. 


in  southern  New  England  must  feel 
that  theatre  managers  are  at  least  dis- 
tantly related  to  Santa  Claus  from  the  ef- 
forts put  forth  to  make  the  youngsters’ 
holiday  season  happy.  Manager  Edward  L. 
Reed  and  his  staff  at  the  Strand  here 
started  things  rolling  Saturday  morning, 
December  14,  with  the  annual  canned 
goods  show  sponsored  by  the  R.  I.  Better 
Films  Council  and  attended  by  over  2,000 
youngsters.  December  18,  Warren  R.  I. 
school  officials  dismissed  classes  in  the 
afternoon  so  boys  and  girls  might  attend 
Manager  Lon  Vail’s  annual  Christmas 
matinee  at  the  Lyric  at  which  a truckload 
of  foodstuff  was  turned  in. 

Saturday  before  Christmas  was  the  big 
big  day.  In  Cranston  the  Palace  and  Park 
ran  morning  matinees  with  Cranston  Dis- 
trict Nursing  Ass’n  taking  charge  of  dis- 
tributing food  collected.  Manager  Harry 
Morgan  of  Newport  Opera  House  had  Elks 
Lodge  backing  him  in  his  annual  '“veget- 
able matinee.”  In  Woonsocket  the  Stadium 
asked  kids  attending  morning  show  to 
bring  canned  milk,  which  went  to  Woon- 
socket Day  Nursery.  In  North  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  the  Community  Theatre  had  Ki- 
wanis  Club  as  sponsor  for  its  grocery  show 
that  morning. 

In  neighboring  Attleboro,  Mass.,  Man- 
ager Albert  I.  McEvoy  and  staff  opened 
doors  of  both  Union  and  Bates  to  accom- 
modate juvenile  crowd  for  the  tenth  an- 
nual Christmas  party  with  Inter-State 
Transit  Corp.,  again  furnishing  free  bus 
transportation  for  kids  from  neighboring 
towns  and  villages  and  Joseph  Finberg, 
local  merchant,  furnishing  2,200  bags  of 
candy  for  the  youngsters. 

Down  in  Westerly,  Manager  Jack  Find- 
lay ran  his  seventh  annual  Xmas  show 
in  association  with  Westerly  Elks,  latter 
giving  kids  gifts,  candy,  fruit  and  ice 
cream  at  lodge  rooms  after  the  show  . . . 
Manager  Bill  Canning  of  Empire,  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  had  city  hall  heads,  police 
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piFTY  Christmas  gifts  were  distributed 

to  patrons  at  a show  at  the  Scenic  in 
Rochester  during  the  holiday  season. 

Bette  Davis,  whose  heart  belongs  to  her 
farmhouse  at  Sugar  Hill,  in  the  White 
Mountains,  has  sent  a substantial  con- 
tribution to  the  New  Hampshire  Tuber- 
culosis Ass’n. 

The  state  unemployment  compensation 
division  reports  a reserve  fund  of 
$6,029,275. 

Ansel  Sanborn,  Carroll  county  film 
“magnate,”  is  chairman  of  a committee 
which  is  arranging  for  motion  pictures 
and  a dance  in  January  and  March  to  aid 
the  Sanbornville  Men’s  Club. 

Harry  A.  Merrill,  prominent  Plymouth 
resident,  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Union  Grange  Fair  Ass’n,  which  stages 
annually  the  big  Plymouth  Fair. 

“Moon  Over  Burma”  was  shown  during 
the  Christmas  festival  at  the  State  Hos- 
pital in  Concord  ...  As  usual,  Christmas 
parties  were  staged  at  a number  of  the 
state’s  theatres. 


C.  F.  Millett  to  Verse 
In  Promoting  Carnival 

Boston — C.  F.  Millett,  operator  of  the 
State  in  Bridgton,  is  again  putting  on  a 
winter  carnival  for  the  Maine  winter  re- 
sort. Millett’s  initial  promotion  to  raise 
money  for  the  fiesta  of  the  Ski  Village  on 
the  Lakes  was  a wide-spread  request  for 
some  “article  that  the  committee  could 
sell  for  25  cents.” 

“Who  quickly  gives,  gives  double,” 
quoted  Millett.  “At  least,  so  I have  heard 
say.  Please  forgive  this  awful  verse,  and 
send  your  gift  today.  Now  if  you’ll  be  so 
good  and  kind.  I’ll  tell  you  what  we’ll  do. 
We  have  a million  pine  trees  here,  and 
will  name  one  for  you!” 


and  fire  departmeiits,  along  with  local 
merchants,  working  with  him  in  a party. 

In  Pawtucket,  Manager  R.  L.  Daniels, 
followed  Hy  Rodman’s  example  of  other 
years  in  reserving  the  Monday  morning  be- 
fore Christmas  at  E.  M.  Loew’s  Capitol  for 
the  Pawtucket  City  Administration’s  an- 
nual party  for  the  youngsters  in  the  ele- 
mentary grades  of  the  city’s  schools. 

Construction  of  a new  theatre  on  War- 
wick Avenue,  in  the  Lakewood  section  of 
Warwick,  is  reported,  with  the  city  zoning 
board  having  granted  permission  for  park- 
ing of  autos  on  land  adjacent  to  the  pro- 
posed theatre  site  . . . Henry  A.  Tobin, 
manager  of  E.  M.  Loew’s  Olympia,  has  ap- 
pealed a $25  fine  leveled  Tuesday  in  sixth 
district  court  on  charges  of  assaulting  a 
\5-year-old  boy  ivhile  attempting  to  quell 
a minor  disturbance  in  the  theatre  on  No- 
vember  24.  The  boy’s  complaint  is  of  suf- 
fering a scratched  face  requiring  hospital 
treatment. 

Strand  Theatre  employes  made  merry 
Wednesday  night  (18th)  at  annual  Christ- 
mas dinner  given  by  National  Realty  Corp., 
owners  of  the  theatre  building.  Archibald 
Silverman,  head  of  the  corporation,  played 
toastmaster  and  Santa  at  one  and  the  same 
time  in  passing  out  bonus  cash  gifts  to  all. 

Every  downtown  theatre  in  Providence 
and  many  neighborhood  houses  will  run 
New  Year’s  Eve  late  shows  this  year.  Fays, 
which  dropped  its  stage-film  policy  seven 
months  ago,  is  bringing  in  a five-act  vaude 
bill  for  the  three  days  starting  December 
31.  Increased  prices  will  be  the  general 
rule  for  late  shows  this  year. 


Sign  Tone  for  Ten 

Hollywood — A five-year  contract,  call- 
ing for  him  to  star  in  two  pictures  an- 
nually, has  been  signed  by  Franchot  Tone 
at  Universal. 

(?  ■ -.-V 

The  Hartiord  "Times" 
Reviews  the  Year 

Hartford — The  Hartford  “Times' " ten 
best  shows  of  the  year  follow: 

“Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,"  “Angels  Over 
Broadway,"  "Foreign  Correspondent," 
“The  Grapes  of  Wrath,"  “Ninotchka," 
“Our  Town,"  “Pinocchio,"  “Rebecca," 
“The  Story  of  Dr.  Ehrlich's  Magic  Bullet," 
and  “Young  Tom  Edison." 

Best  performances,  Mickey  Rooney  in 
“Young  Tom  Edison,"  and  Jane  Darwell 
in  “The  Grapes  of  Wrath;"  best  direction, 
Ernst  Lubitsch  for  "Ninotchka;"  most 
faithful  picturization  of  a novel,  “Re- 
becca," and  most  disappointing  film  of 
the  season,  “The  Great  Victor  Herbert." 

VS- - ■ -'J 
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Paramount  Opens  Two 
Deluxers  in  Miami 


Miami  — Opening  of  two  new  de  luxe 
houses  in  as  many  weeks  is  the  record 
established  over  the  holiday  by  Paramount 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  as  the  Christmas  Day 
opening  of  the  huge,  handsome  new  Beach 
on  Lincoln  Road,  Miami  Beach,  is  being 
followed  by  a second  gala  opening  at  the 
Coral  in  Coral  Gables. 

The  latter  house  is  on  Ponce  de  Leon 
boulevard  in  the  block  adjacent,  on  the 
south,  to  the  Colonnade  Studios. 

Rollin  K.  Stonebrook,  who  came  into  the 
local  theatrical  sector  when  Paramount 
opened  the  Sheridan,  the  circuit’s  top 
house  until  the  completion  of  the  new 
Beach,  has  been  named  manager  of  the 
Beach  with  Johnny  Dwyer  coming  up  from 
the  Gables  to  be  his  assistant  manager. 
For  the  past  couple  years  Stonebrook  has 
been  at  the  Paramount. 

Topping  the  stage  show  for  the  Beach 
opening  were  Tommy  Tucker  and  Georges 
and  Jalna  with  “Love  Thy  Neighbor”  as 
the  feature  picture.  Stage  shows  will  move 
over  to  the  Olympia  in  Miami  following 
their  run  at  the  Beach. 

A feature  of  the  decorative  motif  at 
the  Beach  is  a jungle  garden  growing  in  a 
naturalistic  arrangement  in  the  green  and 
beige  lounge.  John  Law  Weed’s  office  han- 
dled the  architectural  assignment  for  both 
the  Beach  and  the  Coral. 

Howard  Pettengill  moves  into  the  Para- 
mount as  Stonebrook  goes  to  the  Beach. 


United  States  Sugar  Carp, 
Operates  Own  Theatres 

Miami — Audiences  which  take  their 
westerns  seriously  and  shout  warnings  and 
other  advice  to  the  hero,  are  the  rule  and 
not  the  exception,  at  least  at  the  com- 
munity houses  of  the  United  States  Sugar 
Corp.  in  and  around  Clewiston,  Fla.  In- 
hibitions are  not  to  be  noticed  among  the 
Negro  field  workers  who  comprise  the 
audience  and  who  take  their  film  fare  with 
gusto. 

The  corporation,  operating  miles  of 
plantation  in  this  area  and  also  what  is 
said  to  be  the  largest  raw  sugar  mill  in 
the  world,  draws  its  workers  from  Ala- 
bama, Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Georgia, 
who  come  in  during  the  winter  season 
when  other  farm  lands  are  idle.  An  ex- 
hibitor from  a nearby  community  fur- 
nishes film,  equipment  and  union  opera- 
tors on  contract.  Workers  are  charged  an 
admission  of  15  cents. 


Ricardo  Montiel  Must  Face 
Trial  on  Lottery  Charge 

Mobile — A lengthy  exhibit  of  churches, 
fraternal  and  charitable  organizations 
which  participate  in  lotteries  and  gift  en- 
terprises without  prosecution  failed  to  gain 
immunity  for  Ricardo  Montiel,  manager 
of  the  Saenger  Theatre  here,  when  his  case 
went  before  the  Alabama  supreme  court. 

Montiel  had  attempted  to  enjoin  the 
sheriff  and  solicitor  from  prosecuting  a case 
against  him  involving  a drawing  for  prizes, 
but  the  high  court  ruled  he  could  not  en- 
join by  equity  proceedings,  prosecution  for 
an  indictable  criminal  offense.  Hence  the 
case  will  go  back  to  the  lower  court  for 
trial  on  its  merits.  Section  4247  of  the 
Alabama  criminal  code  provides  a fine  of 
$25  to  $500  for  operating  a lottery. 


O'Donnell  About  to  Knight 
Novy  With  Testimonial 


— Plioto  by  Harold  Eichenbaum 

Austin — Robert  J.  O’Donnell,  general 
manager  of  the  Interstate  circuit,  pre- 
sented 110  Austin  employes  of  the  theatre 
chain  with  $6,400  in  cash  gratuities  at  the 
seventh  annual  bonus  party  held  at  the 
Milam  Cafeteria. 

Louis  Novy,  Austin  city  manager  for 
Interstate,  gave  O’Donnell  a scroll  of  ap- 
preciation signed  by  the  bonusees,  after 
which  the  Interstaters  dined  on  venison 
furnished  by  members  of  the  local  projec- 
tionists and  stagehands  union. 

In  the  photo  above,  O’Donnell  is  pre- 
paring to  “knight”  Novy  with  the  scroll. 

Eddie  Collins,  San  Antonio  city  man- 
ager for  Interstate,  accompanied  O’Don- 
nell from  the  Alamo  City  where  he  pre- 
viously presented  bonuses  to  San  Antonio 
employes. 


National  Release  for 
'Cavalcade  of  Texas' 


By  V.  W.  CRISP 

Dallas — “Cavalcade  of  Texas,”  55-min- 
ute  Technicolor  subject  produced  under 
the  sponsorship  of  Karl  Hoblitzelle,  will 
be  distributed  nationally  by  Monogram,  it 
is  announced. 

John  L.  Franconi  of  the  Monogram  ex- 
change here  completed  the  contract  with 
the  president  of  the  Interstate  circuit  who 
is  also  acting  chairman  of  the  Texas 
World’s  Fair  Commission,  for  which  or- 
ganization the  film  was  made. 

Much  Interest  in  Film 

Much  interest  is  reported  now  in 
“Cavalcade”  because  of  the  large  number 
of  men  from  other  states  being  trained  in 
Texas.  Requests  for  the  picture  from  ex- 
hibitors, organizations  and  business  in- 
terests all  over  the  country  figured  in  the 
national  distribution  deal. 

The  Texas  World’s  Fair  Commission  was 
organized  to  present  the  advantages  of  this 
state  to  millions  who  visited  the  New  York 
and  San  Francisco  Fairs.  Jesse  H.  Jones 
was  chairman  of  the  commission,  but  be- 
cause of  his  duties  in  the  Roosevelt  ad- 
ministration, he  could  give  it  little  time. 
For  that  reason  Hoblitzelle  was  called  in  as 
acting  chairman  and  the  film  idea  origi- 
nated. James  FitzPatrick  of  M-G-M 
Travelogue  fame  and  a camera  crew  made 
the  film  which  touches  all  the  high  spots 
of  Texas. 

“Cavalcade”  covers  the  principal  Texas 
cities  of  Dallas,  Houston,  Ft.  Worth,  San 
Antonio  and  El  Paso.  It  also  shows  the 
tremendous  sulphur  and  live  stock  indus- 
tries, the  east  Texas  oil  fields,  and  the 
state’s  educational  and  recreational  facili- 
ties. 

John  Q.  Adams  of  the  Interstate  office 
supplied  the  history  which  makes  up  the 
three-reel  subject.  Hoblitzelle  supplied 
most  of  the  necessary  funds. 


— Handau-Meister  Photo 

They  Seal  the  Deal  for  Texas'  "Cavalcade"— 

John  L.  Franconi  (left)  of  the  Dallas  Monogram  exchange  as  he  concluded 
a deal  vnth  Karl  Hoblitzelle,  Interstate  circuit  head,  for  the  national  dis- 
tribution of  “Cavalcade  of  Texas.”  Hoblitzelle  is  acting  chairman  of  the 
Texas  World’s  Fair  Commission,  for  whom  the  film  was  made. 
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^MONG  recent  visitors  have  been  Leon 
Netter,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
operations  of  Paramount  theatres,  and 
Leonard  Goldson,  treasurer  of  the  same 
organization.  In  the  course  of  their  trip 
of  inspection  of  all  key  operations  through- 
out the  south,  they  were  much  impressed 
with  the  four  new  houses  Paramount  En- 
terprises, Inc.,  have  and  are  opening  here 
this  season,  the  Dade,  Boulevard,  Beach 
and  Coral. 

Also  down  for  a holiday  weekend  visit 
were  Robert  Gillham,  director  of  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  for  Paramount  out  of 
the  New  York  office,  and  Mervyn  Houser, 
who  will  come  into  the  publicity  office  at 
the  Max  Fleischer  Studios,  January  1 . . . 
Stanton  Griffis  is  expected. 

Other  new  faces  at  the  headquarters  of 
Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc.,  are  Tom  Jef- 
ferson, in  publicity  and  advertising,  and 
Ken  Laird,  now  in  charge  of  Paramount’s 
booking,  who  came  down  here  from  At- 
lanta where  he  booked  for  RKO  . . . Down 
for  conferences  with  local  Paramount  of- 
ficials was  Harry  Kalcheim,  Paramount 
booker  for  stage  shows  out  of  the  New 
York  office. 

The  only  house  in  the  area  dark  during 
the  holiday  season  is  the  Parkway,  closed 
during  the  major  reconstruction  work  on 
the  new  facade  and  new  entrance  . . . Both 
Wometco  and  Paramount  theatres  will  be 
represented  by  elaborate  floats  in  the  gi- 
gantic New  Year’s  Eve  Orange  bowl  pa- 
rade, preceding  the  big  game  New  Year’s 
Day  between  Mississippi  State  and  George- 
town. 

Winners  in  the  attendance  guessing  con- 
test conducted  among  Wometco  employes 
as  to  the  number  of  people  who  would  see 
“The  Great  Dictator”  at  the  Lincoln,  were 
Herman  Silverman,  Felice  Schreter  and 
J.  W.  Case  jr.  with  James  Draughton  as  a 
close  fourth.  In  the  exploitation  contest 
held  in  connection  with  the  showing  of 
the  Chaplin  opus.  Jack  Fink  carried  off 
top  honors.  Flynn  Stubbefield,  who  took 
second  honors  last  month  in  the  “Brigham 
Young”  contest,  was  second  prize  winner 
in  the  idea  hunt  for  “The  Great  Dictator.” 

Additional  prize  winners  in  this  coiitest 
were  Stanley  Stern,  Ed  Amsden,  Charles 
Ozborn,  Hal  Kopplin,  Earl  Potter,  Walton 
Oakerson  and  Harvey  Fleischman,  with 
honorable  mention  being  awarded  the  ideas 
submitted  by  Ray  Toemmes,  Charles  St. 
Clair,  Beatrice  Bryant,  George  West,  J.  I. 
McKinney  and  Arthur  Rollins. 


"Wind's"  Birthday — 

The  front  of  the  Loew’s  Grand  in  At- 
lanta at  the  first  anniversary  pre- 
miere of  “Gone  With  the  Wind."  Note 
the  2Q-foot  birthday  cake  atop  the 
marquee. 


P,  G.  Cameron  Reseats 
The  Peak  in  Dallas 

Dallas — P.  G.  Cameron,  veteran  Dallas 
exhibitor,  is  reseating  his  Peak  in  the 
eastern  section  of  town  with  upholstered 
chairs,  replacing  an  earlier  model  he  in- 
stalled only  three  years  ago.  Cameron  is 
also  enlarging  the  theatre’s  parking  lot.  He 
also  operates  the  new  Airway  Theatre  near 
Love  Field.  His  son,  Guy  Cameron,  is  in 
charge. 


Our  Gangers  on  Stage 
Wichita  Falls,  Tex. — Former  Our  Gang 
comedy  stars  appeared  in  person  on  the 
stage  of  the  Majestic  for  three  days.  On 
the  screen  was  “One  Night  in  the  Tropics” 
<Univ) . 


Opposite  Loretta  Young 

Hollywood  — Robert  Preston  will  play 
opposite  Lorette  Young  in  “The  Lady  From 
Cheyenne,”  Frank  Lloyd  production  which 
Universal  will  release. 


Some  employe  in  this  same  organization 
is  going  to  have  $35  for  a Christmas  pres- 
ent as  the  payoff  is  made  in  the  current 
contest  for  the  best  and  most  workable 
exploitation  ideas  for  “Arizona.”  The  con- 
test is  being  staged  jointly  by  Columbia 
and  Wometco.  Additional  prizes  of  $20, 
$15,  $10,  and  four  $5  prizes  are  being  of- 
fered. Sidney  Meyer  and  Sonny  Shepherd 
are  judges. 

Of  contests  there  is  no  end.  Ticket  books 
are  the  subject  of  the  Miami  All-Ameri- 
can Air  Maneuvers  Junior  Race  contest  be- 
ing staged  through  the  Rosetta,  Tower, 
Center,  Grove.  Biltmore  and  Strand.  Fifty 
prizes  are  being  given  away  at  each  of  the 
theatres  to  junior  theatre  goers  who  sell 
the  largest  quota  of  ticket  books.  Burton 
Clark,  Harvey  Fleischman  and  Larry 
Johnston  are  members  of  the  committee  in 
charge  of  this  event.  Prizes  being  awarded 
total  more  than  $1,000. 

Incidentally,  Sonny  Shepherd  is  back 
from  his  flight  to  Hollywood  in  his  own 


plane.  He  encountered  a disconcerting 
amount  of  bad  weather,  being  grounded 
more  than  once;  but  is  already  talking 
about  his  next  transcontinental  flight  . . . 
Double,  double  holiday  celebrations  were 
on  the  programs  of  the  assistant  manager 
of  the  State  and  one  of  Wometco’s  artists 
as  this  duo — i.  e.  Ralph  Ramsey  and 
Owen  Wills  — doubled  up  on  getting 
themselves  booked  for  double  celebrations 
each  year  from  now  on.  Owen’s  bride-to- 
be  is  Miss  Louise  Bowman,  former  State 
cashier.  Theirs  is  to  be  a New  Year’s 
Day  wedding.  The  new  Mrs.  Ramsey  was 
formerly  Miss  Bonnie  Yelverton. 

Newest  and  youngest  member  of  the 
Wometco  family  is  young  Robert  Fleisch- 
man, who  gave  his  premiere  broadcast 
early  this  month.  He’s  the  son  and  heir  of 
the  Harvey  Fleischmans  . . . Friends  of 
Barbara  Wilkins,  that  tiny  girl  with  the 
big  smile  at  the  Wometco  offices,  are 
missing  her  and  hoping  for  a speedy  re- 
covery from  the  ilness  which  has  kept 
h6r  away  from  her  desk  recently. 


Attention  Centered 
On  Variety  Party 


Dallas — 'Trade  activities  for  the  New 
Year  are  centered  on  the  Variety  Club  of 
Texas  (Tent  No.  17)  headquarters  in  the 
Adolphus  Hotel.  The  New  Year’s  Eve  fro- 
lic in  the  grand  ball  room  promises  to  be 
a really  big  affair.  Reservations  are 
limited  to  700  and  a sellout  was  expected 
before  the  week  ended.  Out  of  town  reser- 
vations, all  from  exhibitors,  are  reported 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  club. 

The  frolic  will  start  with  a nationwide 
broadcast.  Interviewed  will  be  the  Cotton 
Bowl  coaches,  Jim  Crowley  of  Fordham, 
and  Homer  Norton  of  A&M,  who  are  to  ^ 
honored  guests. 

Following  the  broadcast,  there  will  be 
an  induction  of  the  new  chief  barker,  Paul 
Short,  and  the  new  directors  and  officers. 
In  all,  this  will  take  only  about  ten  min- 
utes, it  is  announced.  Then  a tribute  will 
be  paid  to  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  the  retiring 
chief  barker. 

Five  name  bands  and  27  acts  will  start 
the  entertaining  at  1:30  a.  m. 

Variety  is  planning  an  elaborate  lunch- 
eon for  January  6 in  the  Adolphus  Grand 
ball  room  in  honor  of  O’Donnell  for  his 
organization  of  the  club  here  and  for  his 
five  years  of  service  while  at  its  helm. 
Reservations  for  this  luncheon  are  also  be- 
ing limited  to  700.  General  William  Mc- 
Craw  will  make  the  principal  address. 

A number  of  civic  leaders  will  attend  as 
well  as  exchange  and  circuit  employes  in- 
cluding Interstate,  Robb  & Rowley,  Jef- 
ferson Amusement  and  Griffith. 


Weldon  Smith  to  Build 
Bay  City  500-Seater 

Dallas — Weldon  Smith  of  Bay  City  in- 
form Boxoffice  he  has  purchased  lots 
there  on  which  he  will  start  building  a new 
500-seat  theatre  about  January  1.  For  the 
past  four  years  he  has  been  manager  of 
the  State  for  Rubin  Frels. 

Both  the  Frels  and  Long  circuits  have 
been  operating  in  Bay  City  for  some  time. 


Legit  at  Gaither 

Miami  Beach — Eight  legit  productions 
featuring  stage  and  screen  names  will  be 
presented  at  the  Gant  Gaither  Theatre 
here,  starting  January  13.  Among  film 
names  reported  set  for  engagements  in- 
clude Joe  E.  Brown,  Francis  Lederer, 
Madge  Evans  and  Sylvia  Sidney. 


Permit  to  Royal 

Meridian,  Miss. — A.  L.  Royal  has  been 
issued  a permit  to  build  a new  theatre 
here  at  711  23rd  Avenue  at  a cost  of 
$5,000. 


Build  in  Greenwood 

Greenwood,  Miss. — A new  theatre  is 
being  built  here  by  Frank  Bishop  and 
Ben  Ward  of  Ellisville.  To  be  known  as 
the  Fran,  it  will  be  a fire-proof  structure. 


Promote  Joe  Reis 

Memphis — Joe  Reis  has  been  named  head 
shipper  at  Vitagraph,  replacing  Fred  Curd, 
who  recently  resigned  to  become  head 
shipper  at  Paramount. 
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Here  and  There 


\ Ira  Loew  Lining  Up 

■ 

^ Anniversary  Plans 


By  A.  JULES  BENEDIC 

Atlanta — Touched  to  the  quick  by  our 
allusion  last  week  to  apparent  discarding 
of  an  old  Georgia 
custom,  the  vice- 
president  of  a lead- 
ing drug  chain  has 
written  this  column 
an  abject  letter  of 
apology.  We  refer  to 
the  fact  we  were 
served  a chocolate 
ice  cream  soda  in 
Rexall’s  without  the 
usual  accompaniment 
of  a plate  of  steam- 
ing hot  grits. 

“We  have  carefully 
investigated  the  inci- 
dent,” says  the  letter,  “and  find  that  at 
the  time  you  were  in  our  store,  we  were 
all  out  of  grits,  a carfoad  having  been 
side-tracked  due  to  the  defense  program. 
We  find,  however,  that  our  soda  attend- 
ant, in  lieu  of  the  plate  of  grits,  placed 
an  extra  scoop  of  ice  cream  in  the  soda. 
We  can  assure  you  this  will  not  occur 
again,  and  hope  for  a continuance  of  your 
patronage.” 

Speaking  of  soda  and  grits  recalls  At- 
lanta cuisine  to  our  mind.  There  are  many 
restaurants  here,  the  number  having  in- 
creased over  the  last  few  years,  almost 
comparable  to  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
cinemas  have  increased.  Really  good  food 
is  served  in  several  of  the  cafes,  and  Pea- 
cock Alley,  a suburban  setup  near  the 
swanky  Rhodes  Theatre,  is  welcome  to 
this  free  ad — they  serve  the  best  coffee  in 
town,  bar  none. 

Hisses  for  Sherman 

Continuing  our  stay  in  Atlanta,  we  see 
“GWTW”  for  the  second  time,  and  note 
the  audience’s  hisses  when  the  one  word 
“Sherman”  is  flashed  on  the  screen.  At- 
lanta takes  the  war  between  the  states 
seriously,  and  you’ve  got  a real  argument 
on  your  hands  if  you  start  any  of  this 
damnyankee  stuff. 

Atlanta  theatres  opened  new  programs 
with  a bang  on  Christmas  Day.  Overseat- 
ing was  perhaps  no  longer  a problem,  at 
least  temporarily,  as  local  screens  flashed 
big  time  pictures  for  holiday  openings. 
Loew’s  Grand  offered  “Tlie  Thief  of  Bag- 
dad,” the  Rialto  showed  “Arizona,”  and 
the  Roxy  reopened  with  “South  of  Suez.” 
Other  theatres  offered  strong  bills,  while 
the  Capitol  inaugurated  what  it  termed  a 
long  run  of  big  time  vaudeville  along  with 
pictures.  The  Fox  offered  Christmas 
crowds  “Love  Thy  Neighbor”  and  the 
Paramount  played  “One  Night  in  the 
Tropics.” 

Bouncing  down  Walton  Street  is  the 
effervescent  Jack  Elwell,  now  at  the  helm 
of  the  Cameo  Theatre,  owned  by  George 
Wilby  and  associates.  Jack’s  fine  mana- 
gerial hand  is  showing  up  well  in  the  man- 
ager’s seat,  but  we  learn  on  top  of  this 
that  the  Cameo  is  for  sale.  The  reason  is 
that  George  Wilby,  with  a string  of  drive- 
ins,  has  forsaken  anything  with  four  walls. 
George  also  has  gone  in  rather  strongly  for 
midget  races. 

Oscar  Lams  on  the  High  Seas 

Over  the  Row  the  Yule  spirit  prevails. 
Virtually  every  exchange  and  supply  house 
staged  on  Christmas  Eve  big  parties  for 
their  forces  and  the  trade.  It  is  a sea- 
son of  jollification  beyond  doubt.  Presents 
are  piled  high  on  business  desks  and  no- 
body seems  to  be  forgotten. 

Just  learned  that  MPTOA  Prexy  Ed 
Kuykendall  and  the  missus  left  Columbus, 


Miss.,  for  Miami,  to  attend  the  Mississippi 
State-Georgetown  football  game.  They 
were  joined  by  Mrs.  Gus  King,  Atlanta  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  C.  Lam  of  Rome,  Ga.,  also 
left  for  Miami.  They  were  to  have  seen 
the  game,  then  continue  a leisurely  trip  to 
Honolulu. 

Robert  Bruce  Coleman,  director  and  pro- 
ducer, formerly  a resident  of  Atlanta,  is 
back  along  the  Row.  With  several  irons  in 
the  fire,  Bruce  may  stay  here  and  then 
again  may  go  to  Los  Angeles.  His  big 
game  fishing  short  is  well  remembered  in 
the  southern  territory  . . . Mrs.  Esther  He- 
bert, whose  father  owns  the  Arcade  Thea- 
tre in  New  Orleans,  now  is  running  the 
bridge  club  at  Hotel  Robert  Fulton  . . . 
C.  E.  Peppiatt  of  UA  at  New  Orleans  visit- 
ing with  friends  along  the  Row  . . . Ditto 
for  Jimmy  Greenleaf  of  Charlotte,  former 
Atlantan,  who  was  here  on  his  way  to 
Birmingham  to  spend  the  Christmas  holi- 
days . . . Several  other  Charlotte  boys  over 
here  for  the  holidays  . . . Just  the  reverse 
in  the  case  of  us.  We’re  hastening  to  Char- 
lotte for  the  Yuletide. 


Hal  Kemp  Funeral  Rites 
Are  Held  in  Charlotte 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — Private  funeral  ser- 
vices for  Hal  Kemp,  famed  orchestra  lead- 
er who  died  in  California  from  injuries 
sustained  in  an  automobile  accident,  were 
to  have  been  held  here  Friday  morning 
after  floods  delayed  services  Thursday. 

Kemp  is  survived  by  his  father  and 
mother  and  T.  D.  Kemp,  head  of  South- 
ern Enterprises,  the  stage  booking  Kincey 
subsidiary,  and  by  a sister. 

Many  noted  orchestra  leaders  from  all 
over  the  country  signified  their  intentions 
of  attending  the  rites. 


Miami— Plans  for  the  Miami  Drive-In’s 
third  anniversary  are  being  completed  by 
Ira  Loew,  district  supervisor  for  the  in- 
terests of  his  brother,  E.  M.  Loew.  in  Flor- 
ida. The  anniversary  is  being  celebrated 
the  week  of  February  18. 

E.  M.  Loew  is  expected  to  fly  his  own 
plane  down  from  Boston  to  Miami,  Janu- 
ary 5 to  attend  the  annual  Air  Maneuvers. 
He  will  be  joined  by  George  Day,  whose 
theatrical  enterprises  in  Connecticut  are 
managed  by  the  Loews. 

First  of  the  additional  new  improvements 
scheduled  for  this  “world’s  largest  outdoor 
moving  picture  theatre”  to  be  installed  on 
the  arrival  of  E.  M.  Loew,  will  involve  a 
replacement  of  the  present  sound  equip- 
ment with  individual  speakers  to  be  con- 
nected with  each  car. 

Constant  additions  are  being  made  to 
the  tropical  landscaping  of  this  ten  acre 
plant  where  Santa  Claus  was  scheduled  to 
pass  out  boxes  of  animal  crackers  to  chil- 
dren attending  performances  during  the 
holiday  week. 

A Honolulu  theatrical  organization, 
known  as  'The  Sun,  has  purchased  blue 
prints  and  patent  rights  held  by  the  Miami 
Drive-In  and  writes  that  it  is  starting  im- 
mediate construction  of  an  exact  dupli- 
cate of  the  local  outdoor  house. 

Contracts  for  1941  product  were  signed 
by  Ira  Loew  last  week  in  Atlanta. 


Get  F-A  Franchises 

New  York — Atlantic  Pictures  will  han- 
dle Film  Alliance  product  in  the  New 
Orleans  territory,  and  Jack  Adams  Film 
Exchanges  will  distribute  the  company’s 
lineup  in  the  Dallas,  Oklahoma  and  Ar- 
kansas territories,  it  is  announced  here 
by  F-A  officials. 


1940  WAS  A 

YEAR 

Thanks  to  You 

1941  WILL  BE  A BIGGER 

YEAR 

Thanks  to  You 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 
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Place  Memphis  Territory 
Under  Short's  Charge 


QUITE  a novelty  was  developed  in  the 
territory  this  week  when  R.  S.  Rogers 
jr.  of  Cheraw,  S.  C.,  announced  a hunting 
party  for  his  various  friends  connected 
with  the  industry.  From  all  reports  they 
had  a marvelous  time  and  nobody  was 
able  to  say  just  how  much  game  was 
bagged. 

Harry  E.  Bucha?ian  of  Heiidersonville, 
N.  C.,  is  reported  ill  . . . Ralph  Jackson  of 
the  Carolina  Delivery  Service  is  recuper- 
ating at  home  after  hospitalization. 

In  accordance  with  annual  custom,  the 
Christmas  party  of  Loew’s,  Inc.  and 
M-G-M  in  this  area  was  a festive  event 
this  week  at  Hotel  Charlotte.  Present  were 
employes  of  the  organizations  and  their 
wives,  husbands  and  sweethearts.  Benn  H. 
Rosenwald,  local  manager,  served  as 
toastmaster  at  the  banquet.  A Christmas 
bonus  check  in  the  amount  of  two  weeks’ 
salary  was  presented  to  each  employe. 
Presents  were  exchanged  among  the  ban- 
queters. Dancing  followed  the  dinner. 


The  Bailey  Theatre  in  Wilmington,  N. 
C.,  constructed  by  N.  C.  Theatres  (Wilby- 
Kincey)  and  named  in  commemoration  of 
deceased  George  W.  Bailey,  a pioneer  in 
the  motion  picture  business  in  North  Caro- 
lina, was  officially  opened  December  23. 
Those  attending  included  all  city  officials 
as  well  as  representatives  of  the  industry 
in  this  territory. 

Al  Burks,  Metro  exploiteer,  left  for  his 
home  in  New  York  to  spend  the  holidays 
with  his  family  . . . M-G-M’ s salesmen  are 
photographing  all  theatres  in  North  and 
South  Carolina.  The  company  plans  to  keep 
a complete  file  on  theatres,  including  seat- 
ing capacity.  One  file  will  he  retained  in 
the  local  office  while  another  will  be  sent 
to  the  hoyne  office. 

Barney  Ross,  Metro  salesman,  is  vaca- 
tioning during  the  holidays  in  Buffalo  and 
St.  Louis,  where  he  was  formerly  located 
. . . New  employes  at  the  exchange  are 
Eleanor  Tate,  accessory  biller;  Margaret 
Chandler  and  Lucille  Wright,  office  clerks. 


Bowling  Activities — Tom  Jones,  Metro’s 
genial  office  manager,  enthusiastically  re- 
ports that  Metro  is  leading  the  league. 
There  are  six  teayns,  all  of  whom  are  com- 
posed of  filmites  with  the  exception  of 
Morrocroft  farms.  The  teams  howl  every 
Tuesday  yiight  at  8:30  and  to  date  have 
howled  33  games.  Metro’s  leading  team  is 
composed  of  Jim  Gillayid,  captain;  Tom 
Joyies,  Reid  Gillayid,  Jack  Sims,  Charles 
Sims  and  Russ  Heyiderson.  In  secoyid  place 
is  20th-Fox,  ivith  Cliff  Hardm  as  captain. 
RKO  is  third,  John  Key,  captain. 


LIKE  A FLASH 


of  Lightning 

K O Z O N O 

Eliminates  All  Odors  and 

Purifies  Air  Eleclrically 


KOZONO  produces 
OZONE,  the  greatest  ox- 
idizing agent  and  air 
conditioner  known  to 
science.  Body  odors  and 
others  just  as  obnoxious, 
are  particularly  preval- 
ent during  the  winter 
months.  So  are  billions 
of  germs.  WHY  TAKE 
CHANCES?  KOZONO 
is  the  modem  method.  It  makes  your  thea- 
tre air  conditioning  really  complete.  Hun- 
dreds in  use  throughout  the  United  States. 
Many  circuits  entirely  KOZONO  equipped. 
Easy  to  own.  A big  health  asset  to  any  thea- 
tre. WRITE  FOR  CATALOGUE  AND  LIST 
OF  USERS. 

THE  KOZONO  COMPANY 

123  West  Trade-B 

CHARLOTTE.  N.  CAROLINA 


J.  A.  Prichard,  Universal  branch  man- 
ager, ayid  his  family  are  in  Memphis  for 
the  Christmas  holidays  . . . Uyiiversal  held 
a Christmas  party  at  the  Tallyho  Dm, 
Moyiday,  Deceynher  23,  for  all  employes. 
Aynoyig  guests  were  A.  J.  Myles  ayid  his 
wife  froyn  the  home  office. 

Universal’s  assistant  new  booker  is  John 
Tomlinson  from  Memphis.  He  replaces  R. 
J.  Sheehan  who  has  been  transferred  to 
the  New  York  office  . . . Bess  Usury,  sec- 
retary to  Prichard,  is  on  a vacation  at  her 
home  in  Aiken,  S.  C. 

W.  A.  McClure  of  the  Uyiiversal  booking 
department  was  recently  married  to  Macy 
Lee  Hamrick  of  Boiling  Springs,  N.  C.  . . . 
Raleigh  T.  Goode  is  spending  Christmas 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  while  J.  W.  Green- 
leaf,  another  Universal  salesman,  has  left 
to  spend  the  holidays  in  Georgia. 

The  Kincey  office  announce  the  follow- 
ing changes:  Spencer  Webster,  formerly  at 
the  Imperial  Theatre,  Greensboro,  N.  C.,  is 
transferred  as  manager  to  the  Carolina 
Theatre  in  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  succeeding 
Gus  Grist  who  goes  to  the  New  Bailey 
Theatre  in  Wilmington,  which  opened  De- 
cember 23;  Ben  Smart,  formerly  asso- 
ciated with  the  Dan  Theatre  in  Danville, 
Va.,  goes  to  the  Imperial  Theatre  in 
Greensboro,  N.  C.  His  successor  at  the  Dan 
is  Charles  Burrell,  who  was  formerly  the 
assistant  at  the  Capitol,  Danville. 


She  Has  Her  Knights 

New  Orleans — A pre-Mardi  Gras  explo- 
sion is  rumbling  in  the  Crescent  City  over 
who  shall  be  queen  of  the  annual  carni- 
val. The  girl  suggested  is  Belle  Watling 
of  “Gone  With  the  Wind,”  this  despite  the 
tradition  that  no  outsider  be  crowned.  But 
queen  or  not.  Belle’s  supporters  are  going 
to  see  to  it  that  she’s  one  of  the  honored 
guests. 


flSTOR  PICTURES 

Harwood  and  Jackson  Streets 
DALLAS,  TEXAS 


Dallas — Paul  Short,  district  manager  for 
National  Screen  Service,  returned  early 
this  week  after  an  important  conference 
in  New  York  with  company  officials.  He 
said  the  Memphis  territory  has  been  placed 
under  his  jurisdiction  which  also  includes 
Dallas,  New  Orleans  and  Oklahoma  City. 

Short  said  he  made  a new  deal  with 
the  company  covering  one  year,  whereby 
he  participates  in  the  earnings  of  the  com- 
pany for  the  four  territories. 


Girl  lor  Blounts 

New  Orleans — A daughter  weighing 
seven  pounds,  11  ounces  was  bom  to  the 
wife  of  Neil  Blount,  RCA  representative, 
Saturday  night  at  Baptist  Hospital.  Both 
mother  and  baby  are  reported  coming 
along  fine.  The  Blounts  have  another 
child,  a boy. 


Karnes  Shows  "Tall  Corn" 
Karnes  City,  Tex. — “Tall  Corn,”  a film 
plugging  the  National  Corn  Husking  con- 
test, was  shown  at  the  Karnes. 


"We  Go  Fast"  for  Ostrow 

Hollywood — Lou  Ostrow  will  produce 
“We  Go  Fast,”  from  a story  by  Douglas 
Welch,  for  20-Fox. 


A If  IIL  A M If  A\ 

CAM  BERRY,  Southland  Theatre  Equip- 
ment  Co.,  was  on  the  Row  for  the  first 
time  since  his  recent  illness,  extending 
Christmas  greetings  and  boasting  of  the 
fact  that  he  is  now  a grandfather  . . . 
Miss  Shirley  Beasley  is  the  new  utility 
clerk  at  Columbia  . . . John  Cunningham 
of  the  Edison,  Miami,  made  one  of  his  in- 
frequent trips  to  town  . . . Due  to  the 
Christmas  rush,  visitors  were  few  last 
week.  However,  seen  on  the  Row:  Mack 
Jackson,  Strand,  Alexander  City,  Ala.; 
Ernest  Ingram,  Ashland,  Ashland,  Ala.; 
A.  J.  Hook,  Aliceville,  Ala.;  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Osmon,  Strand,  Covington,  Ga.,  and  J.  E. 
Stroud,  Circle,  Social  Circle,  Ga. 

Making  up  a party  from  Atlanta  to  at- 
tend the  Sugar  Bowl  game  in  New  Or- 
leans on  New  Year’s  Day,  will  be  Andy 
Fiore  of  Altec;  Gus  King,  head  of  Capitol 
City  Supply  Co.,  and  his  son.  Buddy.  The 
party  will  be  entertained  in  New  Orleans 
by  Bill  Johnson  of  Motion  Picture  Ad- 
vertisers . . . Frank  Harris  and  Harris 
Robinson,  both  of  George  Wilby  and  Asso- 
ciates, were  to  have  gone  to  Miami  on  De- 
cember 29  to  attend  the  Orange  Bowl 
game  . . . James  C.  Crockett  of  Affiliated 
Producers,  New  Orleans,  and  the  Mrs., 
spent  Christmas  here  with  their  friends 
and  family. 

B.  S.  Bryan,  member  of  the  sales  force 
of  the  Atlanta  Producers  Releasing  Corp. 
exchange,  is  now  in  Miami.  He  will  cover 
the  Florida  territory  . . . J.  M.  “Jim” 
Young,  Producers  Releasing  salesman,  has 
just  returned  from  a tour  of  middle  and 
southern  Alabama  . . . J.  E.  Duncan  was 
in  town  getting  things  lined  up  for  his  new 
theatre  at  Carrollton,  Ga.  . . . Hammond 
Green,  AU  Amusements,  Inc.,  Albertville, 
Ala.,  reported  on  his  trip  here  that  he  has 
a new  son.  This  makes  three  boys.  ’ 

T.  R.  Jones,  better  known  as  “Tommy,” 
who  has  been  assistant  to  Earle  Holden 
at  the  Capitol  for  the  past  several  weeks, 
took  over  the  helm  at  the  Bradley,  Colum- 
bus, Ga.,  December  27. 
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; He  Made  a Test  : 


^HRISTMAS  cheer  was  distributed  wide- 
ly, as  usual,  by  Alfred  and  Lester  Sack 
of  Sack  Amusement  Enterprises  . . . News 
from  Colorado,  Tex.,  is  that  A.  E.  McClain, 
R&R  manager  there,  has  just  been  elected 
president  of  the  chamber  of  commerce. 

Visitors  to  the  Row,  with  most  of  them 
doing  a little  Christmas  shopping,  were: 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Matson,  Rockdale;  Emile 
George,  Port  Arthur;  Raymond  Comes, 
Farmersville;  Mitchell  Lewis,  Houston; 
Bob  Hooks,  Mineola;  G.  A.  Cole,  New 
Braunfels;  Bill  Chesher,  Littlefield;  Roy 
Howell,  Coleman;  J.  K.  Buckner,  Grape- 
vine; Leon  Lewis  and  M.  S.  White,  Fort 
Worth,  and  Lew  Chatham,  city  manager 
for  Griffiths  in  Tulsa. 

It  looks  like  the  Dallas  office  of  Na- 
tional Screen  is  going  to  be  in  first  place, 
according  to  figures  so  far,  in  the  Her- 
man Robbins  21st  anniversary  testimonial 
drive  . . . The  late  manager  of  the  Rialto 
in  Greenville,  “Tippy”  Ferguson,  was 
buried  in  Greenville  last  week.  His  death 
followed  a siege  of  pneumonia.  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole  and  J.  M.  Reynolds  drove  to  Green- 
ville for  the  funeral  services. 


Harry  Hardgrave,  city  manager  for  R&R 
in  Sherman,  was  in  town  for  some  last- 
minute  Yuletide  shopping.  He  also  got 
around  the  Row  to  exchange  greetings 
with  his  many  friends  . . . The  E.  P.  Her- 
hers  and  the  B.  G.  Berbers  drove  down  to 
Austin,  their  former  home,  to  spend 
Christmas  Day  with  relatives  and  friends. 
It’s  been  their  custom  for  a number  of 
years. 

C.  H.  Jones,  who  formerly  operated  a 
theatre  in  Lawton,  Okla.,  and  Sanger,  Tex., 
was  on  the  Row  looking  over  some  theatre 
equipment.  He  plans  to  open  a new  house 
soon,  but  wouldn’t  say  where  . . . Wallace 
Blankenship  of  Levelland  has  opened  his 
new  Wallace  at  Sundown,  Tex.  He  is  now 
building  a new  theatre  at  Whiteface. 


Announcemejit  is  received  co7icerning 
the  arrival  of  a son  in  the  home  of  the 
Lamar  Parishes  at  Huntsville.  He  is  the 
very  active  manager  of  two  shows  there, 
instituted  years  ago  by  his  father,  the 
well-known  Sam  Paris,  a veteran  exhibitor 
who  affiliated  with  the  Robb  & Rowley  cir- 
cuit several  years  ago. 

Christmas  was  observed  in  an  unusual 
manner  this  year  by  H.  B.  Robb  who  sent 
out  about  100  smoked  turkeys  to  friends 
in  the  industry  . . . Joe  Brecheen,  RKO’s 
branch  manager  at  Charlotte  for  the  past 
two  years  and  a former  Dallasite,  was  here 
with  Mrs.  Brecheen  on  their  way  to  Cum- 
by,  Tex.,  to  attend  a family  reunion. 

W.  S.  “Bill”  Hurst,  operating  the  Plaza 
at  Denton,  and  a former  Columbia  sales- 
man, has  purchased  the  theatre  which  up 
to  now  he  has  had  under  lease.  He  plans 
several  improvements  soon  after  the  first 
of  the  year. 


C.  A,  Rehm 

Dallas — Newspapers  last  Saturday  car- 
ried accounts  of  the  death  of  C.  A.  Rehm, 
former  Dallas  exhibitor,  who  with  two 
friends  was  reported  missing  after  a duck 
hunting  trip  on  Trinity  River  just  north 
of  Hutchins.  The  boat  capsized  and  two 
of  the  trio  were  rescued.  Rehm  was  un- 
accounted for. 


VS  - ■ - - ■ V 

Oklahoma  City — This  is  one  for  the 
books,  but  no  names  can  be  mentioned. 

In  a certain  rather  healthy  sized  city 
of  this  state  a theatre  owner  whose  man- 
ager had  hired  a new  doorman  decided 
to  give  him  a test.  For  our  purposes  let’s 
call  the  owner  Smith, 

After  purchasing  his  ticket,  he  ap- 
proached the  doorman  and  asked: 

“What  time  does  the  damn  feature 
start?” 

The  boy  looked  rather  surprised. 

“In  fifteeen  minutes,  sir.” 

Smith  stood  around  a moment.  “Think 
I’ll  wait  until  it  starts.”  He  strolled  around 
the  lobby,  then  turned  to  the  doorman. 

“Whoever  owns  this  theatre  mustn’t 
care  how  it  looks,”  he  observed.  “Doesn’t 
the  owner  ever  paint  up  this  place?” 

“Yes,  sir,”  he  replied.  “We  try  to  keep 
it  attractive  all  the  time.  I understand 
we’re  going  to  repaint  the  lobby  soon.” 

Further  conversation  of  a similar  tone 
followed  with  the  doorman  answering 
creditably  on  all  occasions  but  with  a sort 
of  puzzled  reserve  in  his  manner. 

“Hmm,”  Smith  finally  observed.  “The 
fellow  that  owns  this  theatre  must  be  an 
old  miser.  I’ll  bet  he  doesn’t  even  pay 
you  a decent  salary,  does  he?” 

“Oh,  yes,  he  does,”  the  boy  came  back. 
“I  find  it  quite  satisfactory.  He’s  a fine 
man.” 

Smith  glowed  inwardly  and  moved  away. 
As  he  started  toward  the  auditorium  an 
usher  stepped  up  to  the  doorman  and  he 
heard  the  boy  ask:  “Who’s  that  old 
crank?” 

“Don’t  you  know?”  the  usher  asked 
as  Smith  hesitated  at  the  top  of  the  aisle. 
“That’s  the  guy  that  owns  this  joint,  old 
man  Smith!” 

Smith  hasn’t  yet,  and  that  was  six  weeks 
ago,  visited  that  particular  theatre. 


Huntz  Hall  for  Three 

Hollywood — Huntz  Hall  has  signed  a 
three-picture  pact  at  Universal.  He  is 
one  of  the  original  “Dead  Enders.” 


gONUS  PARTY  JOTTINGS:  Charlie 
Root,  the  power  behind  the  throne  at 
the  Queen,  did  a neat  job  as  master  of 
ceremonies  . . . Mrs.  Ferd  Sebastian,  wife 
of  the  Austin  Interstate  chief  engineer, 
took  a turn  on  the  electric  organ  . . . “Too 
Long”  Kallgren,  the  six-foot,  eight-inch 
stage  manager,  dancing  with  the  four-foot, 
ten-inch  daughter  of  Projectionist  Charles 
Schubbert  of  the  Queen. 

Gerald  Raines  of  the  Texas,  with  the 
wife  and  kids  seen  doing  their  Christmas 
window  shopping  early  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Francis  Vickers  (he’s  the  assistant  foreman 
at  the  State)  spending  the  pre-Xmas  week- 
end ivith  his  folks  in  Seguin  . . . And 
speaking  of  Christmas,  the  slickest  Yule 
card  we’ve  seen  this  season  is  a product  of 
Harold  Eichenbaum,  the  man  behind  all 
the  local  Interstate  artwork. 

Barney  Rapp  and  his  New  Englanders 
played  a two-day  engagement  on  the 
Paramount  stage,  while  Warner’s  “The 
Lady  With  Red  Hair”  held  the  screen.  La- 
Von  Buck,  Paramount  candy  girl,  sang 
with  the  Rapp  band.  Mason  Johnson,  an- 
other University  of  Texas  student,  did  a 
coupla  tap  specialties  on  the  same  bill  . . . 
Ruth  Lewis,  amusement  editor  of  the  Aus- 
tin American- Statesman,  is  all  set  for  her 
annual  trip  to  New  York  City. 

Elmo  Hegman,  lord  and  master  at  the 
Ritz,  has  one  of  the  finest  collections  of 
phonograph  records  in  these  parts  . . . 
Julius  Kubala  of  the  same  theatre  flat 
on  his  back  in  the  hospital  with  the 
flu  . . . Midnight  show  at  the  Paramount: 
“Love  Thy  Neighbor”  . . . The  Queen  held 
a can-goods  matinee  for  the  benefit  of 
Austin’s  needy. 

Douglas  Largen  jr.  of  San  Antonio, 
whom  we  mentioned  last  week  as  “a 
theatrical  trade-paper  correspondent” 
writes  in  to  say  that  he  is  also  on  the  ser- 
vice staff  of  the  San  Antonio  Drive-In 
Theatre  . . . Harry  Hall,  genial  manager  of 
the  Austin  Drive-In,  pitched  right  in  and 
mopped  windshields  himself  when  several 
members  of  his  staff  failed  to  show  up. 


For  Many  Years 
We  H ave  Wished  You 

A Happy  and  Prosperous 
New  Year 

And  Again 

We  Wish  You  the  Same 

For  1941 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always” 

408  S.  HARWOOD  DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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PRACTICALLY  all  exhibitors  in  the  area 
were  visitors  to  New  Orleans  and  the 
Row  during  the  week  preceding  Xmas.  The 
first  in  sight  were:  L.  J.  Langlois,  Ar- 
cade, New  Roads,  la.,  followed  closely  by 
J.  Gaude,  Magic,  Port  Allen,  La.,  who  told 
Boxoffice  that  the  street  and  exchange 
decorations  were  the  finest  he  had  ever 
witnessed;  others,  just  a few  of  them, 
were  Mrs.  A.  G.  Barry,  Edgard,  Edgard, 
who  confessed  combining  window  shopping 
with  buying  product;  Eugene  Drake,  Pon- 
chatoula.  From  Mississippi  came  Ed  De- 
laney, Pike,  Magnolia;  W.  L.  Mosely,  Ritz, 
Picayune;  Clyde  Gordon,  Pastime,  Lum- 
berton,  and  a host  of  regulars  who  make 
weekly  or  semi-monthly  visits. 

Levere  Montgomery  reportedly  has  re- 
signed as  hooker  for  the  United  Thea- 
tres and  accepted  a similar  post  with  the 
Joy  Houck  Shows  effective  January  1 . . . 
All  hotel  reservations  for  the  Sugar  Bowl 
football  game  New  Year’s  Day  are  full  to 
overflowing.  The  association  of  commerce 
is  endeavoring  to  secure  2,000  rooms  in  pri- 
vate families  to  accommodate  the  over- 
flow. Upstate  exhibitors  who  do  not  desire 
to  sleep  in  their  autos  can  get  the  desired 
information  from  that  office. 

Our  Mary  Healy,  age  22,  and  Peter  L. 
Hayes,  25,  were  married  in  Yuma,  Ariz., 
December  17,  a week  ahead  of  schedule 
. . . Morton  Downey,  the  Irish  tenor  who 
was  featured  during  the  Harry  S.  McLeod 
regime  at  the  St.  Charles  Theatre,  is  in 
the  city,  singing  as  usual  . . . Bruce  Smith 
of  the  Minnesota  football  team  is  a cousin 
of  John  Quinlan,  manager  of  the  Liberty 
Theatre  . . . Producer  Sol  Wurtzel,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife,  stopped  over  in 
New  Orleans  for  a couple  of  days  before 
sailing  for  South  America  . . . “Slapsie” 
Maxie  Rosenbloom  and  wife  spent  a few 
days  in  New  Orleans  en  route  to  Miami 
where  he  will  open  a night  club,  so  he  says. 

Warren  Salles  of  the  Garden  Theatre 
staged  another  of  his  “old  clothes”  en- 
tertainments to  buy  things  for  the  kiddies 
in  his  neighborhood.  Warren  says  times 
must  be  getting  better  as  he  never  saw  so 
many  “old  clothes”  in  his  whole  career 
The  New  Orleans  Better  Films  chapter 
staged  a Xmas  party  for  the  children  at 
the  public  library  auditorium  Saturday 
Presents  were  given  to  each  child. 

“Bill”  Morgan  portrayed  the  part  of 
Hugo,  the  Vagabond,  in  the  “Prince  and 
the  Pauper”  by  the  Junior  Players  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Picayune’s  Doll  and  Toy 
fund  at  the  St.  Charles  Theatre  . . . Miss 
Irene  Schoenberger,  who  beat  the  field  in 
a contest  for  Miss  New  Orleans,  then 
crashed  Hollywood,  Panama  and  other  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  besides  acting  as 
captain  of  a ward  precinct  in  the  last  elec- 
tion. is  determined  to  be  first  in  every- 
thj-  This  year  she  received  license  No. 
1 -or  her  bicycle. 

Miss  June  Preisser,  New  Orleans  motion 
picture  actress,  her  mother  and  brother 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 
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arrived  in  the  city  from  Hollywood  to  spend 
the  holidays.  Miss  Preisser  has  just  com- 
pleted a personal  tour  with  Louella  Par- 
sons, Hollywood  columnist. 

A round  table  discussion  was  held  by  a 
large  and  respectable  gathering  of  the 
Filmrow  Hunting  Club  in  the  shipping 
room  of  the  Flash  Delivery  Company  two 
days  before  Christmas  to  discuss  ways  and 
means  to  make  the  absent  members  come 
clean  on  the  Xmas  assessment  to  buy 
presents  for  the  treasurer,  secretary  and 
the  janitor  who  were  present  accom- 
panied by  a burley  gentleman — hence  the 
expression  “large  and  respectable.”  The 
burley  gentleman  was  large  and  the  three 
officers  respectable.  So  the  special  min- 
utes were  approved.  The  stranger’s  name 
was  not  revealed  but  it  is  supposed  he 
was  a collector  for  an  installment  firm  that 
deals  in  Ijigh  grade  clothing.  The  stranger 
only  spoke  once  at  the  close  of  the  gather- 
ing and  that  was  “How  about  it?”  In  the 
meantime  the  treasurer  had  escaped 
through  a back  door.  It  was  decided  how- 
ever to  charge  the  assessment  up  to  dues, 
and  as  dues  are  only  payable  on  the  first 
Friday  in  July  after  the  fifth  Thursday, 
an  amendment  to  the  by-laws  proposed  by 
Bob  Kelly,  it  looks  as  if  the  installment 
gentleman  will  have  to  advise  Washing- 
ton to  have  the  calendar  changed.  Tickets 
for  the  Valentine  party  to  be  held  in  Mike 
Heck’s  garage  are  now  on  sale,  plus  sales 
tax,  at  one  dollar,  cash.  No  tickle — ^no 
dancie. 


PLANS  are  being  made  to  remodel  the 
Princess,  North  Little  Rock  . . . Toy 
matinees,  for  the  benefit  of  underprivileged 
children,  were  held  at  many  theatres  over 
the  state,  including  the  Howard,  Nash- 
ville; Imperial,  Forrest  City;  Dallas,  For- 
dyce;  Imperial,  Brinkley;  Melba  and  Lan- 
ders, Batesville,  and  the  Malco  theatres, 
Stuttgart. 

Jesse  Thomas,  formerly  of  Fordyce,  has 
been  transferred  to  Gurdon  as  manager  of 
the  Hoo-Hoo.  He  succeeds  A.  E.  Crowder, 
transferred  to  Waldron  . . . Carrolton  All- 
man,  former  manager  of  the  Hoo-Hoo  at 
Gurdon,  was  recently  transferred  to  For- 
dyce. 


Construction  Contract 
To  Houston  Company 

Brownwood,  Tex. — Contract  for  the 
erection  of  an  800-seat  theatre  here  has 
been  awarded  the  George  P.  O’Rourke 
Construction  Co.,  Houston,  by  Texas  Con- 
solidated Theatres.  The  house  will  cost 
approximately  $40,000. 


A Food  Matinee 

Lubbock,  Tex. — The  Salvation  Army,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Broadway,  held  a food 
matinee  to  provide  the  needy  with  edibles. 
“Dance,  Girl,  Dance”  (RKO)  was  the 
screen  attraction. 


"Widow"  for  Hellinger 

Hollywood — Mark  Hellinger  will  pro- 
duce “The  Widow  Wouldn’t  Weep”  for 
Warner  from  an  original  by  Dalton  Ti'um- 
bo. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 
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J^ECENT  visitors  included  Bud  Grey, 
RKO,  Dallas,  and  Prank  O.  Starz,  In- 
terstate chief  publicity  director,  Dallas  . . . 
Florence  (Rabe)  Bates,  Hollywood  ac- 
tress, is  here  to  spend  the  holidays  in  the 
old  home  town  with  relatives  . . . The 
Markin  Show  has  opened  a four-week  en- 
gagement here  under  canvas  . . . We  thank 
the  many  kind  folks  who  sent  us  those 
greeting  cards. 

Katharine  Hepburn  in  “The  Philadel- 
phia Story”  plays  two  shows  at  the  Texas 
January  8 . . . “Folies  Bergere”  moves  into 
the  Majestic  on  January  8 for  a week’s 
engagement.  Unit  has  50  people.  Screen 
fare  will  be  “The  Bank  Dick”  . . . The 
permanent  stage  show  players  are  sched- 
uled to  take  over  the  Texas  boards  on 
Jaiiuary  18. 

Mrs.  “Van”  Piper,  blonde  cashier  at  the 
Majestic,  is  back  in  the  boxoffice  after  a 
recent  illness  . . . Anyone  wishing  free  dogs 
may  contact  Manager  John  Ploore  at  the 
Majestic.  John  says  the  canines  are  guar- 
anteed to  kill  chickens,  route  cats  and 
pests,  or  what-have-you  . . . Mrs.  William 
O’Donnell  and  daughter,  Madeline,  are  the 
house  guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floore.  After 
the  holidays,  Mrs.  Floore  will  accompany 
them  back  to  Dallas  for  a visit. 

Among  the  road  shows  booked  for  San 
Antonio  this  season  includes  “The  Little 
Foxes,”  “Life  With  Father”  and  “The 
Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner”  . . . Guy  Lee 
Perkinson,  Interstate  student  manager, 
wishing  his  four-month-old  son  was  big 
enough  so  he  could  buy  him  a “choo-choo” 
train  and  track  for  Christmas. 

Raymond  “Wimpy”  McKay,  Majestic 
sound  checker,  going  around  with  his  left 
arm  in  a sling  . . . Your  columnist  has 
won  a battle  with  the  “flu”  . . . San  An- 
tonio Evening  News  readers  chose  “Re- 
becca” as  the  best  picture  of  the  year  in  a 
recent  contest  to  name  the  ten  best  of 
1940  . . . The  Majestic-Joske’s  Christmas 
Eve  midnighter  awarded  150  gift  prizes  to 
holders  of  winning  guest  coupons. 

The  new  Drive-In  has  discontinued  Sat- 
urday midnight  shows  . . . “Hell’s  Kitchen” 
was  revived  for  a Saturday -Sunday  show- 
ing at  the  Obrero  . . . Jack  Pepper  doing  a 
bang-up  job  as  the  genial  emcee  for  the 
former  “Our  Gang”  kids  stage  show,  cur- 
rently playing  the  Texas  . . . When  Seno- 
rita  Victoria  Blanco  played  the  Azteca, 
Houston,  the  Latin- American  theatregoers 
turned  out  en  mass  to  see  their  film  idol. 

Santone  motion  picture  projectionists 
have  a new  hang-out  when  off  duty.  It’s 
the  Rainbow  Grill  . . . Jimmie  Lederer,  the 
newsreel  cameraman,  sending  greetings 
from  Austin  where  he  is  now  domiciled 
. . . State  Ticketseller  Dorris  Null  and  her 
momma  and  poppa  over  from  New  Mex- 
ico for  a pre-holiday  visit. 

It  seems  between  the  “flu”  and  the 
Christmas  shoppers,  that  the  theatres  here 
have  taken  a slight  blow  at  the  boxoffices, 
but  not  for  long.  There  are  too  many  fine 
films  and  flesh  shows  coming  in  that 
amusement  seekers  will  not  want  to  miss 
. . . And  in  bringing  this  column  to  an  end, 
it’s  our  sincere  wish  that  every  theatreman 
and  film  worker  has  the  best  in  store  for 
the  New  Year. 


Grable  in  "Miami" 

Hollywood — Next  Betty  Grable  starrer 
for  20th-Fox  will  be  “Miami.”  George 
Seaton  is  scripting  from  an  original  by 
Stephen  Powys,  and  Walter  Lang  will  di- 
rect for  Producer  Harry  Joe  Brown. 
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Pioneers'  War  Charity  Theatre  Building  Revives  as 
Personnel  Is  Named  The  Year's  End  Nears 


Toronto — The  complete  personnel  of 
the  motion  picture  war  services  committee 
of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pioneers  has  been 
drafted  as  follows  for  the  organization  of 
war  charities  benefits  and  other  appropri- 
ate features: 

Chairman,  N.  L.  Nathanson;  O.  R.  Han- 
son, J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  L.  M.  Devaney,  H. 
M.  Masters,  N.  A.  Taylor,  Col.  John  A. 
Cooper  and  Harry  Alexander. 

Attractions  sub-committee — O.  R.  Han- 
son, chairman;  H.  C.  D.  Main,  manager; 
Charles  P.  Mavety,  Louis  Rosenfeld,  N.  A. 
Taylor,  Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  J.  J.  Fitz- 
gibbons; Advertising,  James  R.  Nairn. 
Program  committee — L.  Rosenfeld,  chair- 
man; T.  J.  Bragg,  James  Cameron,  Wal- 
ter Kennedy,  J.  W.  Cohen,  G.  H.  Beeston, 
J.  Wolfe,  Frank  O’Byrne,  D.  Bloom,  Nat 
Taylor,  R.  Auerbach  and  Clair  Hague. 

With  the  Christmas  holidays  over,  it  is 
expected  that  the  Pioneers  will  resume 
aggressive  prosecution  of  work  in  supiwrt 
of  Canada’s  war  effort  and  for  the  victims 
of  the  conflict  as  well  as  for  needy  de- 
pendents of  Canadian  soldiers. 


Film  Sappers  Club 
Formed  in  Offices 

Toronto — Office  employes,  bookers  and 
shippers  who  have  been  carrying  the  load 
in  the  way  of  detail  work  for  the  cam- 
paigns of  the  Motion  Picture  War  Services 
Committee  in  Toronto  have  banded  to- 
gether in  an  organization  of  their  own 
for  the  duration  of  the  war,  in  order  to 
smooth  out  the  little  kinks  in  general  ad- 
ministrative routine  such  as  the  mailing  of 
thousands  of  letters  and  pieces  of  litera- 
ture and  stenographic  and  mimeographic 
services. 

The  organization  has  been  named  “The 
Film  Sappers  Club” — the  name  “Sappers” 
having  been  selected  because,  in  the  army, 
the  sappers,  or  engineers,  do  all  the  slug- 
ging work — or  claim  they  do. 

James  A.  Kudirka  of  Hanson  Theatres 
Corp.,  Ltd.,  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  club  as  a tribute  to  the  heavy  volume 
of  work  which  he  performed  for  the  Win 
the  War  Campaign  and  for  the  recent 
Patriotic  Rodeo.  Edna  Tomlinson,  private 
secretary  of  O.  R.  Hanson,  was  the  choice 
for  the  position  of  club  secretary  for  a 
similar  reason. 


Quebec  to  Act  Against 
Bingo  and  Lotteries 

Montreal — Bingo  and  lotteries,  even 
under  pretext  of  charitable  or  religious 
purposes,  are  no  longer  to  be  tolerated  in 
this  province,  it  is  announced  at  the  at- 
torney general’s  department,  and  instruc- 
tions have  been  issued  to  law  officers  to 
enforce  Article  236  of  the  Criminal  Code 
dealing  with  this  matter. 

Protests  have  been  flowing  in  from  the 
Retail  Merchants’  Ass’n  and  individuals 
who  have  seen  an  abuse  creeping  in  with 
tremendous  amounts  of  money  being  in- 
vested in  gambles  of  that  kind.  Bingos 
have  been  held  throughout  the  whole  prov- 
ince and  this  also  brought  with  them  the 
installation  of  all  kinds  of  devices  asso- 
ciated with  them. 

The  Criminal  Code  allows  one  exception, 
that  is,  the  sale  of  small  objects  in  re- 
ligious bazaars.  Permission,  however,  in 
such  cases  must  be  obtained. 


Double  Celebration 
For  Vallee 

Sherbrooke,  Que. — R.  L.  Vallee,  pro- 
prietor of  the  New  Premier  Theatre,  had 
occasion  for  a double  celebration  on 
December  16.  His  daughter,  cashier  at 
the  theatre,  was  married  to  Lieut.  Rich- 
ard Delude.  His  son,  Mozart  Vallee,  as- 
sistont  manager,  became  the  father  of  a 
7y2-pound  girl. 

^ 

Exchange  Conservation 
Act  No  Giveaway  Ban 

Toronto — The  mistaken  impression  has 
gained  ground  among  Canadian  exhibi- 
tors that  the  federal  government  has  put 
a wartime  ban  on  theatre  giveaways 
through  the  operation  of  the  new  war 
exchange  conservation  act  but  such  is  not 
the  case,  no  official  and  direct  move  hav- 
ing been  taken  to  prohibit  gifts  to  patrons 
as  a business  promotion  stunt. 

What  has  actually  happened  is  that  the- 
atre premiums  are  now  more  difficult  to 
obtain  because  of  the  ban  on  the  impor- 
tation of  commodities  classed  as  luxuries 
or  non-essentials  from  non-sterling  coun- 
tries, which  virtually  means  countries  out- 
side of  the  British  Empire.  The  banned 
list  includes  dishes,  cutlery,  toiletware, 
toilet  preparations,  glassware,  kitchen  ap- 
pliances, novelties,  jewelry,  ornaments, 
comics,  books  of  certain  fiction  type  and 
many  other  items,  some  of  which  have 
been  used  as  giveaways.  These  are  no 
longer  available  unless  they  can  be  im- 
ported from  the  United  Kingdom  or  other 
parts  of  the  Empire.  Toys,  games  and 
other  goods  formerly  imported  from  Japan 
and  European  countries,  as  well  as  the 
United  States,  are  on  the  forbidden  list 
and  a number  of  Toronto  importers  have 
already  announced  their  retirement  from 
business  because  of  growing  difficulties. 


Conservation  Act  Halts 
Comic  Book  Giveaway 
Toronto — The  distribution  of  comic 
books  as  giveaways  to  juveniles  at  Satur- 
day matinee  performances  in  Toronto 
suburban  theatres  has  been  discontinued 
because  of  the  government  ban  on  the  im- 
portation of  comic  and  pulp  fiction  maga- 
zines as  a war  measure  under  the  new  War 
Exchange  Conservation  Act  which  became 
effective  early  in  December.  Issues  of 
these  publications  in  transit  were  admit- 
ted through  Canadian  Customs  up  to  De- 
cember 16  but  the  lid  has  now  been  nailed 
down.  Hence  there  are  no  more  comic 
premiums  for  young  patrons. 


Film  Power  Line  Work 

Montreal — A production  crew  from  As- 
sociated Screen  Studios  recently  com- 
pleted sequences  showing  construction  of 
new  power  lines  under  way  for  Ontario 
Hydro-Electric  Power  Commission  in  the 
Port  Hope  area,  to  serve  ever-growing  war 
industries.  Jack  Chisholm,  and  A.  Jac- 
quemin,  in  company  with  Fred  Egan,  shot 
the  film.  The  motion  picture  unit  re- 
ported the  construction  men  continued  to 
work  through  raging  blizzards  and  severe 
cold. 


Toronto — The  end  of  the  year  finds  a 
number  of  theatre  building  projects  under 
way  in  Canada,  a revival  of  construction 
having  developed  after  a period  of  inac- 
tivity during  the  first  ten  months  of  the 
war. 

Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  is  erect- 
ing the  Park  Theatre  at  Welland,  Ont., 
where  an  industrial  boom  is  in  progress, 
the  house,  which  will  seat  800,  to  be  opened 
in  May.  The  company  already  operates 
the  Capitol  in  Welland  with  T.  Forhan  as 
manager.  Plans  have  also  been  adopted 
for  another  Famous  Players’  house  in  Fort 
William,  Ont.,  and  is  preparing  to  build 
a theatre  in  Sarnia. 

The  Allen  Chain  has  opened  two  new 
theatres  in  the  Parry  Sound  district  where 
war  industries  are  located.  One  is  situated 
in  Parry  Sound,  which  replaces  the  small 
Royal,  and  the  second  is  at  Nobel,  a few 
miles  away.  Jack  Wellard  of  the  Royal  is 
in  charge  of  both  theatres. 

Build  in  Pembroke 

Twentieth  Century  Theatres,  Ltd.,  head- 
ed by  N.  A.  Taylor  of  the  Independent 
Theatres  Ass’n,  Toronto,  has  broken 
ground  at  Chatham,  Ont.,  for  the  Centre 
Theatre  which  will  seat  700  and  will  cost 
approximately  $70,000.  It  will  compete 
with  the  Capitol  of  the  Famous  Players’ 
chain  and  the  Granada,  a Hanson  Thea- 
tres’ unit. 

Sam  and  Ben  Ulster,  owners  of  the  Em- 
bassy, Broadway  and  Photodrome  in  down- 
town Toronto,  have  started  construction 
of  a theatre  in  Pembroke,  Ont.,  to  cost 
$30,000.  It  will  have  a capacity  of  500. 
Pembroke  has  one  theatre,  the  O’Brien, 
operated  by  the  Ottawa  Valley  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  which  was  headed  by  the  late 
M.  J.  O’Brien,  Canadian  multi-millionaire 
who  passed  away  a few  weeks  ago. 

L.  D.  Kniffen,  who  was  formerly  with 
Dominion  Sound  Equipments,  Ltd.,  at  Lon- 
don, Ontario,  has  bought  a building  in 
Owen  Sound  which  is  to  be  converted  into 
a theatre  to  open  in  March.  This  will  be 
his  second  theatre  as  he  bought  the  Blue 
Water  at  Kincardine  three  years  ago.  There 
are  two  theatres  in  Owen  Sound. 

O.  R.  Hanson  of  Toronto  has  bought  the 
controlling  interest  in  the  new  Broadway 
at  Timmins,  in  northern  Ontario  from 
Broadway  Theatres  (Timmins)  Ltd.  The 
Broadway  has  accommodation  for  800. 
Hanson  Theatres  Corp.  has  the  Gold- 
fields, Palace  and  New  Empire  in  Tim- 
mins while  the  Cartier  there  is  operated 
by  Cinema  Rousson -Trudeau  Limited  of 
Kirkland  Lake. 


Flu  Curtails  Activities 
Over  Eastern  Canada 

Toronto — The  pre-holiday  period  in 
eastern  Canada  was  marked  by  the  spread 
of  an  influenza  epidemic  which  brought 
a curtailment  of  daily  routine  in  a num- 
ber of  communities,  including  the  closing 
of  schools  ahead  of  schedule.  The  sick- 
ness was  particularly  severe  in  eastern 
Ontario  but  no  move  was  made  on  the 
part  of  Provincial  or  municipal  authori- 
ties to  interfere  with  the  holding  of  thea- 
tre performances.  Patronage  was  down 
considerably,  however,  because  of  illness 
and  the  Christmas  shopping  spree. 
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PREPARATIONS  for  New  Year’s  cele- 
brations are  occupying  the  attention  of 
managers  and  staffs.  On  Filmrow  there 
are  parties  in  prospect  and  war  anxieties 
will  be  laid  aside  for  the  time  in  favor 
of  fun,  frolic  and  hilarity.  Special  New 
Year’s  Eve  shows  will  be  given  in  most 
theatres. 

The  week  preceding  Christmas  showed 
a falling  off  in  theatre  revenue  due  to 
the  public  concentration  on  shopping. 
Larry  Stephens  introduced  a Christmas 
novelty  at  the  Snowdon  by  holding  a spe- 
cial Christmas  stage  show  in  aid  of  the 
Greek  War  Relief  Fund  Saturday  morn- 
ing, Deeember  21.  Under  direction  of  Miss 
Moira  Sheehy,  the  “Little  Players  of  the 
Air”  presented  “Christmas  Time  in  Eng- 
land.” For  the  benefit  of  the  youngsters, 
who  were  admitted  to  the  show,  Santa 
Claus  attended  in  person. 

As  theatres  in  the  province  of  Quebec 
are  open  every  Sunday,  Montreal  exhibi- 
tors do  not  have  the  problem  of  dealing 
with  requests  for  free  use  of  their  theatres 
on  that  day  for  charitable  purposes  as  is 
the  case  in  other  provinces.  In  the  Mari- 
times  exhibitors  complain  that  they  are 
caused  trouble  and  expense  by  these  events 
as,  owing  to  there  being  no  admission  fee, 
but  only  a collection,  there  is  always  a 
rush  to  attend  Sunday  shows  and  damage 
is  done  to  floor  coverings,  seats,  walls  and 
doors. 

It’s  an  advantage  to  know  a soldier  if 
you  are  in  Halifax  on  a Sunday  evening. 
The  city  council  there  has  ruled  that  thea- 
tres may  be  open  Sunday  evenings  for 
the  accommodation  of  men  of  the  armed 
forces  and  the  merchant  marine,  and  that 
each  man  in  uniform  may  be  accompanied 
by  a civilian  companion  . . . Associated 
Screen  Studios  have  completed  renovat- 
ing facilities  for  the  production  depart- 
ment providing  new  cutting  rooms  and 
music  library,  and  re-arranging  the  of- 
fices and  the  scenario  departrnent. 

Montreal  exhibitors  and  distributors  join 
in  congratulations  to  J.  P.  O’Loghlin,  gen- 
eral manager  of  20th-Fox  in  Canada,  who 
has  been  elected  president  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Distributors  Ass’n  which  rep- 
resents all  major  companies  in  Canada. 

John  Lodge,  brother  of  Senator  Henry 
Cabot  Lodge,  and  member  of  the  famous 
Massachusetts  political  family,  ivho  has 
been  acting  in  films  in  France,  is  com- 
ing to  Montreal  with  a musical  play.  Ac- 
knowledging that  he  speaks  “perfect 
French,”  he  commented:  “You  have  to. 
if  you  act  in  French  films.  They  don’t 
like  cute  foreign  accents  in  France,  the 
way  they  do  in  Hollywood”  . . . King 
George’s  birthday  treat  was  a private  ex- 
hibition of  Chaplin’s  film,  “The  Great 
Dictator.”  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  Princesses 
Elizabeth  and  Marie  Rose,  and  a contin- 
gent of  troops  also  saw  the  film,  which  is 
now  being  shown  to  the  public  in  three 
London  theatres. 

W.  R.  Watt,  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
Kitchener,  Ont.,  put  into  effect  an  idea 
which  might  well  be  copied  in  Montreal 
theatres.  He  arranged  a special  matinee, 
aided  by  the  Boy  Scouts,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  send  canned  goods  as  a gift 
to  bombed  families  in  England.  Admis- 
sion price  was  one  can  of  fruit,  vege- 
tables, jam  or  jelly.  The  theatre  was 
jammed. 

Newsreel  crews  of  Associated  Screen 
Neivs  were  scattered  throughout  eastern 


Canada  on  a variety  of  assignments  dur- 
ing the  pre-Christmas  week.  Roy  Tash 
and  Dick  Harrison  were  in  Ottawa  to 
record  the  Governor-General’s  Christmas 
message  to  Canada;  Ross  Beesley  was  in 
Nova  Scotia  covering  the  development  of 
an  important  military  camp,  and  Bob 
Martin  was  “somewhere  in  eastern  Can- 
ada” filming  production  of  armaments  in 
a new  factory. 

Consolidated  theatres  have  made  prepa- 
rations to  give  New  Year’s  Eve  merry- 
makers a gay  time  at  special  midnight 
shows  at  each  of  which  there  will  be 
vaudeville  acts  and  revues.  The  screen 
features  are:  Loew’s,  “Second  Chorus,” 
with  Jerry  Shea’s  orchestra:  Capitol,  “A 
Night  at  Earl  Carroll’s;”  Palace,  “Let’s 
Make  Music,”  and  Buddy  Payne’s  orches- 
tra: Princess,  “The  Villain  Still  Pursued 
Her,”  and  Alan  Mclver’s  orchestra;  Im- 
perial, “Strike  Up  the  Band.” 

Henry  Moss,  manager  of  His  Majesty’s, 
arranged  a Christmas  Day  matinee  of  the 
stage  production,  “Night  of  Love,”  a Shu- 
bert  musical  show.  The  Seville  has  been 
featuring  11  o’clock  Friday  night  revivals 
. . . Orpheum’s  Christmas  show  was  “The 
Thief  of  Bagdad.”  Sabu.  star  of  the  film, 
was  scheduled  to  make  four  personal  ap- 
pearances. 

Special  New  Year’s  Eve  shows  will  be 
run  at  the  various  houses  belonging  to 
the  Consolidated  Theatres,  Ltd.  . . . Box- 
office  grosses  have  been  amplified  by  the 
larger  amounts  of  money  circulating  as  a 
result  of  the  practical  disappearance  of 
unemployment,  due  to  war  industries.  This 
condition  is  also  responsible  for  a good 
deal  of  new  construction.  Leo  Devaney, 
general  manager  for  Canada  of  RKO,  notes 
in  particular  the  improvement  in  audi- 
ences in  theatres  in  the  vicinity  of  train- 
ing camps. 

John  Grierson’s  resignation  as  commis- 
sioner of  Canada's  National  Film  Board 
brings  to  light  the  fact  that  he  ivas  the 
ivriter  of  the  broadcast  speech  which  makes 
such  an  effective  climax  to  Hitchcock’s 
“Foreign  Correspondent.”  Grierson  was 
around  the  lot  when  the  film  was  made 
and  saw  his  opportunity  . . . Grade  Fields 
has  sent  £100  to  the  Variety  Artistes 
Ladies'  Guild  of  London  to  help  less  for- 
tunate members  of  the  theatrical  pro- 
fession . 

Associated  Screen  News  has  completed  a 
three-reel  color  travelogue  in  16mm  for 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  It  shows 


War  Stamp  Sweepstakes 
Popular  in  Stratford 

Toronto — A weekly  sweepstakes  stunt 
with  Canadian  government  war  savings 
stamps  has  proved  a success  at  the  Avon, 
Stratford,  Ont.,  a unit  of  the  Allen  chain 
under  the  management  of  C.  B.  Heider, 
Patriotic  organizations  cooperate  with  the 
theatre  in  the  sale  of  the  stamps  and  the 
buyer  has  the  choice  of  keeping  the  25- 
cent  stickers  or  donating  them  for  the 
draw  which  is  held  every  Friday  night 
during  the  performance. 

During  the  first  seven  weeks  25-cent 
stamps  to  the  value  of  $725  were  sold  at 
the  theatre  and  22  winners  in  the  draw 
have  been  enriched  to  the  extent  of  $5 
each.  The  patriotic  stunt  is  being  adopt- 
ed by  other  theatres  of  the  circuit. 


tourist  attractions  in  Canada  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ...  A Hollywood 
scenario  writer  has  requested  the  doctor 
attending  a recent  birth  in  a trailer  at 
Kingsville,  Ont.,  to  show  her  the  trailer 
so  that  she  may  acquire  “some  atmos- 
phere” for  a projected  picture  incorporat- 
ing the  incident  . . . Boris  Morros  brought 
a print  of  his  new  Paramount  film,  “Sec- 
ond Chorus,”  to  Filmrow  for  a preview. 

John  R.  Sturdy,  who  crossed  to  Eng- 
land on  one  of  the  American  destroyers 
transferred  to  the  British  fleet,  tells 
Montreal  Gazette  readers  how  London  is 
missing  its  theatres.  “What  theatrical 
fare  remains,  you  grab  with  your  lunch. 
There  is  a ‘Lunchtime  Shakespeare’  and 
'The  Lunchtime  Ballet,’  playing  in  small 
theatres  in  the  mid-day  hours  where  you 
are  served  a light  meal  at  your  seat  while 
the  performance  is  on.  Outside  of  these, 
ajid  a vaudeville  show  that  runs  every 
night,  bombs  or  no  bombs,  the  London 
theatre  is  dead.”  London  still  has  its 
inotion  pictures,  however,  but  the  houses 
close  early  in  the  evening.  Most  popular, 
according  to  Sturdy,  are  the  small,  un- 
derground newsreel  theatres,  each  one 
proclaiming  that  it  is  “the  safest  place 
to  watch  a show.” 

B.  E.  Norrish,  president  and  managing 
director  of  Associated  Screen  News,  was 
a visitor  to  New  York,  returning  to  the 
head  office  here  by  way  of  Toronto.  "W.  J. 
Singleton,  sales  manager,  was  in  Quebec 
City  for  two  days,  and  J.  W.  Campbell, 
newsreel  editor,  was  a visitor  to  Ottawa 
. . . Roy  Tash,  Associated  Screen  News 
cameraman,  covered  two  assignments  with 
a wartime  flavor  for  the  newsreels  within 
the  past  few  days.  One  was  the  big  War 
Savings  Stamp  drive  at  Chatham,  Ont., 
and  the  other  a Christmas  party  in  To- 
ronto for  British  evacuee  children. 

John  Grierson  intimates  that  Canada 
is  producing  one  documentary  film  each 
month,  dealing  with  some  phase  of  the 
war  effort,  and  that  Columbia,  distributor 
for  these  films,  has  secured  contracts  with 
800  of  the  900  theatres  in  the  Dominion, 
demonstrating  public  interest.  Grierson 
claimed  that  because  of  their  advantage 
over  newspapers  in  dramatizing  facts  and 
events,  motion  pictures  should  be  “the 
eyes  of  democracy .”  He  declared  the  pub- 
lic demand  for  “fact  pictures”  in  Britain 
and  the  Dominions  at  the  present  time  is 
so  great  that  it  cannot  be  satisfied. 

Visitors  to  “Little  Filmrow”  on  Craig 
Street,  where  Empire-Universal  and  Regal 
Films  are  located,  include  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
Chouinard  of  the  Princess,  Quebec;  Ray- 
mond Gouge,  owner  of  the  Rialto,  Que- 
bec, and  manager  of  the  Cartier  in  that 
city,  and  Carl  Brock  of  the  Princess,  Cow- 
ansville.  G.  Tremblay  of  the  Palace,  Ar- 
vida  and  Capitol,  Chicoutimi,  also  made 
calls  on  Filmrow. 

First  week’s  wimiers  in  the  turkey  bowl- 
ing tournament  of  Filmrow  Bowling 
League  are:  Miss  Monaghan.  United 
Amusement;  Miss  Druxerman,  Grand  Na- 
tional; M.  Vosberg,  Regal,  and  Sol  Levitt, 
Paramount  . . . The  Motion  Picture  War 
Service  Committee  of  Canada  has  sent  a 
contribution  of  £5,000  to  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  London  for  the  aid  of  victims  of  Nazi 
air  raids. 

Filmrow  visitors  included  M.  Rosen, 
Royal,  Hudson;  Georges  Champagne,  Roxy 
and  Auditorium,  Shawinigan  Falls,  and  G. 
Major,  Bellerive,  Valleyfield. 


70 


BOXOFFICE  : : December  28,  1940 


TCOKCOIITCI 

‘J'HE  spirit  of  Christmas  was  very  much 

in  evidence  last  Monday  when  all  em- 
ployes of  the  headoffice  of  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.  gathered  for  their 
annual  family  party  which  was  really  the 
starting  gun  for  a week  of  celebrating  and 
indulgence  in  an  atmosphere  of  goodwill. 
Later,  the  managers  of  circuit  houses  in 
Toronto  and  immediate  vicinity  partici- 
pated in  a “midnight  performance”  in 
which  District  Manager  Morris  Stein  was 
the  host  in  accordance  with  annual  cus- 
tom. On  Tuesday  quite  a number  of  head 
office  employes  started  for  out-of-town 
destinations  to  spend  Christmas  with  rela- 
tives back  at  the  old  homestead,  the  holi- 
day continuing  over  Boxing  Day,  Decem- 
ber 26,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
squared  circle  despite  its  traditional  name. 

Film  folks  of  Toronto  are  numbered 
among  the  leaders  in  the  organizations  of 
the  loar  efforts  committee  of  the  Cana- 
dian Jewish  Congress  which  has  just  been 
mentioned  in  dispatches  for  meritorious 
ivork  by  Col.  C.  R.  Hill,  Officer  Command- 
ing Auxiliary  Services,  Canadian  Army. 
Gurston  Allen,  one  of  the  Allens  of  thea- 
tre circuit  ajid  film  exchange  fame,  is 
chairman  of  the  war  efforts  committee; 
Ben  Geldsaler  of  Famous  Players  is  chair- 
man  of  the  military  committee  and  Mrs. 
Herb  Allen  is  chairman  of  the  women’s 
committee.  Already  the  latter  has  fur- 
nished 54  army  recreational  rooms.  The 
general  committee  of  which  Gurston  Allen 
is  chairjnan  has  been  given  the  full  re- 
sponsibility, recently,  of  providing  equip- 
ment for  recreational  centers  for  all  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  throughout  Military  Dis- 
trict No.  2,  which  comprises  the  greater 
part  of  Oyitario. 

Hon.  James  A.  MacKinnon,  the  member 
of  the  Canadian  Cabinet  who  is  chairman 
of  the  national  film  board,  is  returning 
from  an  official  tour  of  South  America 
which  was  cut  short  when  he  became  ill 
. . . E.  A.  McArdle,  once  manager  of  Shea’s, 
Toronto,  died  at  his  home  after  an  extend- 
ed illness.  He  had  been  in  retirement  for 
several  years  but  continued  to  have  a host 
of  friends  among  theatre  associates. 

Tony  Allevato  has  retired  as  manager 
of  the  Alexander  at  Wallaceburg,  Out., 
which  he  opened  two  years  ago.  He  will 
concentrate  his  attention  at  the  Allevato 
at  Rouyn,  which  he  owns  . . . One  who 
was  really  laden  with  gifts  at  Christmas, 
thus  testifying  to  her  popularity  in  the 
theatre  business  was  Miss  D.  Wilson,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Toronto  branch  of 
Regal  Films  for  a number  of  years.  Many 
exhibitors  can  testify  to  her  cooperative 
interest  on  countless  occasions. 

The  first  half  of  the  season’s  bowling 
schedule  has  been  completed  by  the  young 
men  and  women  of  the  head  office  and 
Toronto  branches  of  Empire-Universal- 
Films,  Ltd.,  the  house  league  forming  the 
opportunity  for  a social  evening  once  each 
week  . . . Ottawa  is  definitely  out  of  or- 
ganized baseball  for  the  1941  season  and 
Don  Stapleton,  manager  of  the  Ottawa 
Centre,  has  retired  as  president  of  the 
Ottawa  club  which  won  the  Canadian- 
American  league  title  last  September. 

Manager  Leon  Bishop  of  the  Tivoli  in 
downtown  Toronto  had  his  hands  full  four 
days  during  the  past  week  in  looking  after 
som,e  thousands  of  Toronto  Daily  Star 
newspaper  carriers  who  were  having  their 
ayinual  theatre  treat,  organized  by  that 
paper  . . . Prime  Minister  Mackenzie  King 
sent  a special  written  message  to  the  Pan- 
American  Aviation  Day  dinner  of  the  To- 
ronto Flying  Club  w'hieh  preceded  the 


premiere  of  “Flight  Command”  at  Toronto 
Loew’s  which  was  attended  by  many  dis- 
tinguished aviators.  Canada’s  government 
leader  was  unable  to  attend  because  of 
unexpected  war  business. 

J.  L.  Smith,  manager  of  the  Avenue, 
owned  by  Ray  Lewis,  has  recovered  from 
an  operation  which  was  performed  in  To- 
ronto General  Hospital.  Harry  Alexander, 
president  of  the  Independent  Theatres 
Ass’n,  donated  the  use  of  his  Lansdowne 
Theatre  for  a midnight  show  on  Christ- 
mas Eve  in  aid  of  the  Mount  Sinai  Hos- 
pital , . . “Sabu,”  the  Indian  star  of  “The 
Thief  of  Bagdad,”  who  made  personal  ap- 
pearances at  the  Toronto  Uptown,  Cen- 
tury of  Hamilton,  the  Elgin  of  Ottawa 
and  the  Orpheum,  Montreal,  was  the  guest 
of  Sir  Gerald  Campbell,  British  High 
Commissioner  to  Canada,  during  his  stay 
in  Ottawa. 

B.  E.  Norrish,  president  of  Associated 
Screen  News,  Ltd.,  and  of  the  Quebec 
Theatrical  Industries,  paid  a business  call 
at  the  ASN  Toronto  branch  on  his  way 
back  from  New  York  City  . . . John  M. 
French,  writer  of  scripts  for  Government 
moving  pictures,  died  at  St.  Michael’s  Hos- 
pital. He  was  born  in  Ottaiva  and  had 
been  a reporter  in  New  York. 


Films  and  Recordings 
Of  Aviation  Training 


Ottawa — Something  new  in  topical  en- 
tertainment has  been  devised  by  officials 
of  the  national  film  board  and  the  Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting  Corp.  whereby  sight 
and  ear  features  for  both  screen  and 
broadcast  use  have  been  prepared  for  fu- 
ture programs  in  theatres  and  on  the  air. 

This  combination  was  adopted  in  re- 
cording the  activities  of  the  contingent 
of  the  Royal  Australian  Air  Force  which 
is  in  training  at  Uplands  Air  Station,  near 
Ottawa,  under  the  Empire  air  training 
program,  with  40  airmen  from  9,000  miles 
away  already  having  received  their  wings 
as  qualified  war  pilots.  A film  was  made 
of  the  camp,  including  the  graduation 
ceremony,  and  this  was  followed  by  a 
broadcast  of  camo  activities  over  the  na- 
tional network  of  the  CBC  on  December 
20,  a recording  being  made  of  this  com- 
prehensive survey.  Various  Australians 
were  interviewed  regarding  their  impres- 
■sions  of  the  Canadian  winter,  the  hos- 
pitality of  Canadians  and  their  interest  in 
the  training  while  some  gave  messages  to 
folks  Down  Under. 

Prints  of  the  film  and  recordings  of  the 
air  broadcast  are  being  rushed  to  both 
Australia  and  New  Zealand  for  presenta- 
tion to  audiences  in  both  Dominions,  the 
radio  records  being  available  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  film.  Announcement  has 
been  made  that  this  is  the  first  of  such 
film  and  “wax”  combinations  which  will 
be  sent  from  Canada,  the  schedule  calling 
for  two  programs  each  month.  In  the  first 
combined  program  two  officials  who  spoke 
briefly  were  Major-General  the  Hon.  Sir 
William  Glasgow,  Australian  High  Com- 
missioner to  Canada,  and  Air  Vice-Mar- 
shall S.  J.  Goble  of  the  Australian  Air 
Force  who  is  stationed  at  Ottawa. 


Tribute  to  the  RAF 

Hollywood — Warner’s  “Eagle  Escad- 
rille”  will  be  dedicated  to  the  Royal  Air 
Force.  Lothar  Mendes  will  direct  for  Pro- 
ducer Bryan  Foy  from  a script  by  Barry 
Trivers. 


■J'HE  NADA  THEATRE,  Battleford,  was 
packed  on  a recent  Sunday  night  when 
“Silent”  Bill  Biddle,  Canadian-born 
worker  for  prison  reform,  lectured  and 
showed  pictures.  The  ex-Sing  Sing  in- 
mate, now  over  80,  is  traveling  the  conti- 
nent to  tell  men  and  boys  that  crime  does 
not  pay. 

“Hitler — Beast  of  Berlin”  was  shown  in 
the  community  hall  at  Meacham  recently 
to  a good  attendance.  Many  came  in  from 
the  outlying  districts  . . . Audience  at  the 
Eston,  Eston,  got  quite  a thrill  the  other 
night  when  a local  boy,  Thorvald  Hen- 
drickson, ivas  seen  on  the  screen  in  a 
newsreel  shot. 

The  Grand,  Regina,  was  turned  over  to 
a group  of  variety  entertainers,  “The  Ding 
Dongs,”  on  a recent  Sunday  evening  so 
that  they  might  entertain  members  of  the 
air  force  and  their  lady  friends.  The  same 
group  will  entertain  the  members  of  the 
army  early  in  the  new  year. 

Payrolls  in  Saskatoon  industries  which 
can  be  adapted  to  the  manufacture  of  war 
materials,  have  been  sharply  increased  in 
the  past  year,  it  was  disclosed  at  a joint 
meeting  of  the  industries  committees  of 
the  city  council  and  the  board  of  trade. 
An  instance  of  how  war  contracts  have  re- 
sulted in  larger  staffs  is  that  of  Western 
Steel  Products,  Ltd.,  at  Saskatoon,  where 
the  staff  has  jumped  from  eight  to  59. 

Saskatoon  boxoffices  have  been  hard  hit 
in  recent  weeks  with  the  outbreak  in  that 
city  of  measles  and  flu  . . . Approximately 
2,500  persons  saw  "North  West  Mounted 
Police”  at  the  Plaza,  Shaunavon,  the  house 
playing  to  record-breaking  crowds. 

Draw  for  a free  bicycle  was  rnade  at 
the  Orpheum,  Estevan,  by  Manager  Duane 
McKenzie  recently.  All  children  who  had 
a perfect  or  near  perfect  attendance  at 
the  serial,  “Dick  Tracy’s  G-Men,”  were 
given  a chance  on  the  draw.  Elsie  Baker, 
l2-year-old  Estevan  girl,  was  the  winner. 

The  Met  in  Regina  is  boasting  a new 
paint  job  in  the  hallway  leading  to  the 
projection  booth  and  the  manager’s  office, 
and  a new  indoor  boxoffice  for  use  in  the 
cold  weather.  New  boxoffice  is  built  along 
modernistic  lines.  Front  is  flush  with  an 
inside  wall  and  glass  is  surrounded  by 
mirrors.  Counter  is  illuminated  by  fluor- 
escent lighting  from  a'oove. 

With  New  Year’s  Eve  falling  in  the 
middle  of  the  week  this  year,  Regina  the- 
atremen  are  going  to  take  advantage  of 
the  first  chance  they’ve  had  in  three  years 
to  put  on  a New  Year’s  Eve  frolic.  Elabo- 
rate preparations  are  under  ivay. 

Harry  Bercovich,  manager  of  the  Rex, 
Regina,  out  with  the  flu  . . . Billy  Ellison, 
usher  at  the  Met,  Regina,  called  up  by 
the  RCNVR  . . . Larry  Graburn,  manager 
of  the  Capitol,  Regina,  also  off  work  with 
the  flu. 

New  usher  at  the  Capitol,  Regina,  is 
Ronald  Trevena  . . . Annual  free  show  put 
on  by  the  merchants  of  the  toivn  was 
held  in  the  community  hall,  Luseland, 
Sask.,  on  a recent  Saturday. 


To  Risk  Firm  Board 

Montreal — Robert  Fennell,  K.  C.,  To- 
ronto, a director  of  Royal  Alexandra  The- 
atre, Toronto,  has  been  elected  to  the 
board  of  the  Reliance  Insurance  Co., 
Montreal. 
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Projectionist  Training 
Scheme  Riles  Labor 


Toronto — Organized  labor  continues  to 
protest  against  the  inauguration  of  the 
training  scheme  of  the  Ontario  govern- 
ment for  new  projectionists  which  Pre- 
mier M.  F.  Hepburn  has  ordered  to  get 
under  way  in  January  with  O.  J.  Silver- 
thorne,  chairman  of  the  Ontario  board  of 
moving  picture  censors,  in  charge. 

W.  P.  Covert  of  the  Toronto  operators’ 
local  declared  that  the  school  would  seri- 
ously affect  his  organization  and  said  that 
there  was  no  shortage  of  projectionists  to 
justify  the  official  sponsorship  of  a train- 
ing plan. 

The  Toronto  district  labor  council  has 
decided  to  organize  a deputation  of  labor 
representatives  to  wait  on  Premier  Hep- 
burn to  protest  against  the  opening  of 
the  school  while  protests  have  been  adopt- 
ed by  various  labor  bodies  throughout 
the  Province.  The  argument  has  been 
advanced  that  a number  of  projectionists 
have  been  unemployed  for  a long  period, 
that  there  is  no  prospect  of  a labor  short- 
age among  the  operators.  It  is  main- 
tained that  the  apprentice  training  sys- 
tem should  be  under  the  supeiwision  and 
regulation  of  operators’  unions  so  that  the 
number  of  qualified  men  can  be  kept  with- 
in appropriate  bounds. 

The  school  will  have  a 12  months’  course 
under  the  direction  of  three  government 
instructors  and  the  pupils  will  pay  a fee 
of  $100.  Chairman  Silverthorne  declared 
that  apprentices  are  now  in  training  for 
three  years  but  that  some  of  them  fail 
to  pass  their  tests  after  this  time.  The 
school  would  teach  them  in  a short  period 
what  now  takes  three  years.  He  believed 
that  enlistments  would  eventually  cause 
a shortage  of  projectionists  and  the  gov- 
ernment had  adopted  a plan  which  would 
standardize  the  training  of  new  men 
throughout  the  Province. 


"Golgotha"  to  Canada 
Through  France  Film 

Montreal — France  Film  Co.  informs 
Boxoffice  that  it  has  just  obtained  ex- 
hibition rights  for  all  of  Canada  of  the 
film  version  of  the  passion  play,  “Gol- 
gotha.” This  film,  said  J.  M.  DeRoussy, 
commercial  director  of  France  Film,  had 
a huge  success  last  year  when  produced  in 
the  French  language  with  English  sub- 
titles, and  was  one  of  the  notable  pre- 
sentations in  the  United  States  in  1940. 
The  print  has  arrived  in  Montreal. 

France  Film  is  expecting  a great  suc- 
ce.ss  with  “Golgotha”  when  it  is  released 
next  year  during  the  season  of  Lent,  and 
shown  extensively  in  French  Canada. 

It  is  understood  that  France  Film  has 
received  several  new  pictures  which  had 
been  secured  by  United  States  interests 
before  France  was  occupied  by  the  Ger- 
mans. Prints  of  these  offerings  have  been 
presented  to  the  Quebec  censors  and.  fol- 
lowing approval,  will  be  put  on  early  in 
1941.  The  first  of  these  pictures  is; 
L’Empreinte  du  Dieu.”  The  other  three 
are:  “La  Bete  Humaine,”  “Les  Musiciens 
du  Ciel,”  and  “La  Charette  Phantome.” 

France  Film  Company  reported  that 
they  have  sufficient  stock  of  films  on 
hand  until  the  end  of  1942,  and  while  not 
all  of  these  are  new,  there  are  some  of 
the  old  successes  which  will  be  produced 
and  which,  in  many  instances,  are  more 
largely  patronized  than  some  of  the  newer 
films. 
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pLANS  already  are  under  way  for  the 
opening  of  “Hudson’s  Bay”  in  the 
west.  George  Frazer,  who  carried  out 
publicity  at  Regina  in  connection  with  the 
premiere  of  “North  West  Mounted  Police,” 
will  arrive  here  to  look  after  the  publiciz- 
ing of  “Hudson’s  Bay.”  Jack  Fitzgib- 
bons,  assistant  manager  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan, will  work  with  Frazer  arrang- 
ing publicity.  Scheduled  to  open  simulta- 
neously at  a number  of  points  in  the  west, 
the  film  breaks  on  January  16  in  Winni- 
peg, Regina,  Saskatoon,  Calgary,  Edmon- 
ton, Vancouver  and  Victoria.  In  Winni- 
peg. Harold  Bishop  is  hard  at  work  lining 
up  plans  for  publicizing  the  show. 

Showmen  have  big  plans  under  way  for 
the  holiday  season,  with  stage  shows  plan- 
ned for  New  Year’s  night  and  special  shows 
for  Christmas.  At  the  Capitol,  Harold 
Bishop  is  planning  a gala  New  Year’s  stage 
show  on  a lavish  scale  with  a CBC  orches- 
tra and  radio  talent.  With  $1.00  and  $1.25 
prices  this  undertaking  will  he  unique  . . . 
At  the  Metropolitan,  Syl  Gunn  is  planning 
a stage  show  ...  At  the  Lyceum  Eddie 
Newman  has  a fortunate  break.  Since 
Eddie’s  opening  day  is  W ednesday  he  will 
?iot  be  faced  with  the  necessity  of  re- 
arranging his  schedule. 

A very  nice  break  for  Sim  Rost  was  the 
appearance  in  the  magazine  section  of  one 
of  the  dailies  of  a story  about  his  showing 
“The  Thief  of  Bagdad”  . . . Harold  Bishop 
has  worked  out  a novel  way  of  ballyhooing 
his  feature,  “Love  Thy  Neighbor.”  Bishop 
will  air  spot  announcements  over  CJRC 
with  Jack  Benny  and  Fred  Allen  alter- 
nating in  cracking  at  each  other.  In  ad- 
dition various  tieups  are  played  with  the 
Jello  people. 

The  Times,  which  has  been  closed  down 
for  repairs,  is  scheduled  for  reopenmg 
Boxing  Day  with  stage  vaudeville  in  ad- 
dition to  regular  double  features.  Foto 
Nite,  which  was  a feature  at  the  house 
before  it  went  temporarily  dark,  ivill  be 
continued. 

An  item  of  interest  to  the  film  industry 
was  a CBC  feature  last  week.  This  was 
a talk  by  Ben  Lepkin,  Boxoffice  corre- 
spondent, and  his  radio  collaborator.  Tom- 
my Tweed,  summarizing  film  events  dur- 
ing 1940  . . . Jack  Kurk,  formerly  of  the 
Times,  resigned  his  post  to  be  manager 
of  the  Roxy  at  Neepawa. 


VI  CTO  Rill  A 

T^ANAGER  GEORGE  WARING  of  the 
newly-opened  York  Theatre  here  was 
formerly  manager  of  the  Empress  and 
Avenue  in  Vancouver.  Waring,  who 
comes  from  a family  associated  with  the 
legitimate  stage  for  generations,  was  him- 
self for  many  years  a Shakespearean  ac- 
tor. He  has  also  produced  and  managed 
hundreds  of  shows  during  his  45  years  in 
the  theatrical  profession. 

After  completmg  a successful  engage- 
ment at  the  Atlas  here,  the  Yo-Yo  exhibi- 
tors will  proceed  to  Honolulu  where  they 
ivill  give  an  exhibition  at  several  theatres. 

Tallulah  Bankhead  outspokenly  cham- 
pioned the  cause  of  the  Allies  here  when 
she  told  local  reporters,  “I  think  Churchill 
is  the  grandest  man  in  the  world.  I would 
willingly  die  for  him.”  She  is  very  proud 
of  having  been  made  an  honorary  corporal 
in  a Canadian  regiment. 


/.  D.  Davidson  Guides 
Navy  Film  Production 


Ottawa — J.  D.  Davidson  of  London, 
England,  formerly  with  the  empire  mar- 
keting board  and  the  film  unit  of  the  Brit- 
ish post  office,  has  arrived  in  Ottawa  and 
is  at  work  on  the  production  of  a film 
dealing  with  the  Royal  Canadian  Navy 
which  will  be  made  and  distributed  by  the 
Canadian  government  motion  picture  bu- 
reau. 

The  appointment  of  Davidson  as  an  as- 
sociate producer  of  the  bureau  was  one  of 
the  last  official  acts  of  John  Grierson 
whose  resignation  as  national  film  com- 
missioner has  been  accepted  by  Hon.  J.  A. 
MacKinnon,  minister  of  trade  and  com- 
merce and  chairman  of  the  National  Film 
Board.  Grierson  has  explained  that  the 
work  of  turning  out  Canadian  films  should 
be  done  by  Canadians  but  his  appointment 
of  Davidson  is  regarded  in  some  quarters 
as  a step  toward  his  selection  as  succes- 
sor to  the  retiring  official. 

Grierson  had  no  announcement  to  make 
regarding  his  plans  after  his  retirement 
as  commissioner  which  is  expected  to  take 
place  in  January. 


New  Post  Helps  Divide 
MPDC  Executive  Duty 

Toronto — The  adoption  of  a plan  for 
the  distribution  of  duties  in  the  Motion 
Picture  Distributors  of  Canada,  Toronto, 
has  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  post 
of  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  in 
addition  to  the  presidency. 

Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  who  has  been  main- 
ly responsible  for  the  long  success  of  the 
film  exchange  association  in  the  Domin- 
ion, becomes  chairman  of  the  board  and 
will  continue  to  have  charge  of  the  ad- 
ministrative office  while  James  P.  O’Logh- 
lin,  general  manager  of  20th  Century-Fox 
Corp.  of  Canada,  Ltd.,  has  been  named  to 
the  office  of  president.  Col.  Cooper  has 
carried  a heavy  load  of  responsibility  and 
administration  since  the  inception  of  the 
association  with  satisfying  result  and  his 
associates  have  taken  the  step  which  will 
relieve  some  of  the  burden. 


C AILG  AMY 

gOXOFFICE  reports  in  cities  and  towns 
on  the  western  prairies  are  holding  up 
to  last  year.  Only  exceptions  are  reports 
of  greatly  improved  business  at  film  houses 
located  where  military  units  have  been 
established.  Besides  Calgary,  other  points 
in  Alberta  reporting  increased  business  are 
Red  Deer,  Lethbridge,  Penhold,  Camrose, 
High  River,  Grande  Prairie  and  Macleod. 

Salesmen  have  put  away  their  order 
sheets  and  folios  for  two  weeks.  No  more 
bucking  wintry  trails  and  snowdrifts  along 
prairie  highways  until  January  6.  Office 
ivork  and  light  hours  over  the  holidays  will 
be  their  portion  . . . Entire  staffs  of  all 
film  distribution  offices  in  Calgary,  from 
manager  to  office  boy,  attended  a Christ- 
mas party  in  the  Palliser  Hotel  Saturday, 
December  21. 

With  two  days’  holiday,  Christmas  Day 
and  Boxing  Day,  declared  by  the  Alberta 
provincial  government,  which  closed  stores 
and  offices,  local  theatres  did  not  hold  any 
Christmas  midnight  shows.  Instead  they 
are  concentrating  on  New  Year’s  Eve  frol- 
ics at  raised  prices  which  will  range  from 
50  cents  to  $1. 
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PREEMINENT 


ALL  three  Eastman  negative  films  make 
important  eontributions  to  the  startling 
beauty  of  today’s  screen  productions.  Un- 
varying dependability  and  wide  latitude 
make  them  the  established  favorites  of 
critical  cameramen.  Eastman  Kodak 
Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 

Fort  Lee  Chieago  Hollywood 


PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  little  light  is  available 

BACKGROIJXD-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 


BOXOFFICE  : : December  28,  1940 


73 


PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Selling  Seati 


HUCiCIETS 

J^ANAGER  A.  C.  GORDON  of  the  Rialto 
Theatre,  Boise,  Ida.,  promoted  an  old- 
time  fiddler’s  contest  in  his  campaign  on 
Lum  and  Abner’s  “Dreaming  Out  Loud.” 
The  contest  was  held  on  the  stage  of  the 
Rialto. 

• 

Deanna  Durbin  made  a p.  a.  m the  larg- 
est window  in  town  when  “Spring  Parade’’ 
came  to  the  Warner  in  Wilmington,  Del. 
Lou  Black  got  a life-sized  cut-out  of  De- 
anna singing,  set  it  up  on  a cardboard 
support  in  the  department  store  window, 
and  arranged  a concealed  electric  player 
to  shoot  her  songs  outside.  The  effect  was 
startlingly  real. 

• 

Amateur  sleuths  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  were 
offered  cash  and  guest  tickets  for  identi- 
fying a “mystery  shopper”  in  local  stores 
as  part  of  the  “Little  Nellie  Kelly”  cam- 
paign put  over  by  Bill  Elder  of  Loew’s. 
Those  recognizing  the  young  lady,  and  an- 
nouncing: “You  are  Little  Nellie  Kelly,” 
were  given  the  awards. 

• 

In  return  for  passes,  William  Wagner, 
manager  of  the  Booth  Theatre  in  Inde- 
pendence, Kas.,  obtained  space  in  a bowl- 
ing alley  for  a banner  on  the  picture  play- 
ing his  house.  A large  banner  bearing  title 
and  playdate  copy  was  captioned,  “The 
first  15  people  who  roll  a score  exactly  135 

will  each  win  a free  ticket  to  see  ” 

It  was  put  up  a week  in  advance  of  play- 
date  and  stayed  throughout  the  run. 

• 

A giant  book  facsimile  of  “Escape” 
drawn  on  a sled  made  a street  ballyhoo 
for  Manager  Andy  Birodi  of  the  Majestic, 
Ellwood  City,  Pa. 

• 

A “Bitter  Sweet’’  stunt  that  proved  a 
traffic-stopper  was  that  employed  by 
George  Petropolus,  Rex,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 
He  had  a girl  wearing  a costume  similar  to 
that  worn  by  Jeanette  MacDonald  in  the 
film  distribute  chocolate  tabs  in  the  main 
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Mickey  Mouse  Party 
Packs  in  Kids 

Detroit — Mickey  Mouse's  twelfth  birth- 
day was  celebrated  by  Manager  Gil 
Green  at  UDT's  Varsity,  by  a Saturday 
matinee.  Trailers  were  run  lor  two  weeks 
ahead,  and  a birthday  cake  displayed  in 
the  lobby.  Capacity  business  was  re- 
ported for  the  event.  A huge  birthday 
hook  in  the  lobby  was  signed  by  all 
young  patrons  attending,  and  the  birth- 
day greetings  then  sent  on  to  the  Mouse. 
Idea  went  over  so  big  that  it  is  to  be 
duplicated  at  other  UDT  neighborhoods, 
and  Green  now  is  working  out  a Donald 
Duck  Party  along  similar  lines. 

busmess  streets  and  leading  department 
stores. 

• 

A tieup  with  a local  shoe  store  was  one 
of  the  features  of  the  “Escape”  campaign 
put  over  by  W.  G.  Bryan,  Bandbox,  Van- 
dergrift,  Pa.  Numbered  heralds  were  dis- 
tributed, carrying  plenty  of  film  copy,  and 
holders  of  lucky  numbers  were  awarded 
pairs  of  shoes  by  the  store. 


An  old  Model-T,  laden  with  old  shoes, 
tin  cans,  etc.,  was  sent  around  town  as  a 
“Third  Finger,  Left  Hand’’  ballyhoo  by  C. 
D.  Crowley,  State,  Chester,  Pa. 

• 

The  Capitol  Theatre  in  Regina,  Sask., 
Canada,  ballyhooed  “Escape”  by  having  the 
ushers  give  cards  to  patrons  a few  days  in 
advance.  Cards  read:  “We  hope  you  like 
your  seat — and  trust  we’ll  have  the  plea- 
sure of  seating  you  at  our  next  attraction, 
‘Escape’ — Your  usher.” 


Provides  Diplomas 

New  Britain,  Conn. — Peter  Perakos, 
owner  of  the  Palace  Theatre,  provided 
parchment  “diplomas”  to  be  awarded  mem- 
bers of  the  championship  high  school  team 
at  a party  at  the  theatre. 
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Mickey  Mouse  Party  Shows 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — The  Schine  theatres  recently  concluded  Mickey  Mouse  Birth- 
day Party  shows  in  their  houses.  Hints  as  to  the  manner  of  conducting  these  shows 
which  are  admitted  boxoffice  builders,  were  provided  managers  in  a bulletin  issued 
by  Schine's  advertising  and  publicity  department. 

Gleanings  therefrom  are  as  follows: 

"The  shows  should  be  run  in  conjunction  with  your  regular  Saturday  attraction, 
and  the  regular  kiddie  admission  charged. 

"The  show  should  start  one-half  hour  earlier  than  the  usual  starting  time.  Car- 
toons should  be  run  prior  to  the  regular  screen  show  and  any  stage  activities  such 
as  games,  contests,  etc.,  should  be  conducted  immediately  after  the  cartoons  and  im- 
mediately preceding  your  regular  show.  Presenting  a number  of  stunts  and  prizes  are 
an  important  adjunct  of  the  cartoon  show. 

"The  use  of  trailers  with  the  various  Disney  characters  announcing  the  cartoon 
show  is  recommended. 

"Beginning  with  two  Saturdays  prior  to  the  Mickey  Mouse  Birthday  Party,  make 
a personal  announcement  from  the  stage,  referring  to  the  party,  the  stunts  and  contests 
you  have  arranged. 

"Contact  distributors  of  Mickey  Mouse  and  Disney  items  for  tieups.” 

.....  - . JJ 


Trolley  Car  Carries  Ad 
On  "You'll  Find  Out" 


Reading,  Pa. — Manager  C.  G.  Keeney  of 
the  Park  Theatre,  for  his  campaign  on 
Kay  Kyser’s  “You’ll  Find  Out,”  used  a 
trolley  car  ballyhoo.  The  car  was  pla- 
carded on  both  sides  with  24-sheets  and 
it  made  complete  tours  of  the  city  and 
suburbs  commencing  a week  in  advance  of 
playdate.  Keeney  also  arranged  for  the 
distribution  of  25,000  bulletins  which  were 
given  to  passengers  on  buses  and  street 
cars. 

The  campaign  in  schools  included  a re- 
view and  photographic  reproductions  in 
the  high  school  paper,  with  a circulation 
of  4,200,  and  announcements  on  bulletin 
boards.  Announcements  were  also  car- 
ried in  a football  program. 

Radio  announcements  consisted  of  six 
one-minute  spots  daily  for  five  days  pre- 
ceding the  opening  and  a one-minute  an- 
nouncement daily  at  6:15  p.  m.  just  after 
the  news  of  the  day  broadcast.  There 
were  displays  of  records  and  music  from 
the  production,  and  five  window  tieups. 

Two  six-sheets  were  mounted  and  placed 
in  front  of  the  theatre  lobby  a week  in  ad- 
vance of  playdate.  The  theatre  front  pan- 
els also  were  placarded  with  the  coming 
attraction.  The  advertising  campaign  in- 
cluded copy  in  the  Berks  county  papers. 

Duplicate  Rose  Bowl  Game 
Tickets  for  "Rockne" 

Inglewood,  Cal. — With  the  Rose  Bowl 
football  game  monopolizing  all  interest, 
and  with  tickets  sold  out  within  an  hour, 
Dave  Martin,  manager  of  the  Granada, 
and  his  assistant.  Bill  Erickson,  capitalized 
on  the  state  of  affairs  by  printing  5,000 
tickets  advertising  “Knute  Rockne — All- 
American,”  that  at  first  glance  are  exact 
duplicates  of  the  coveted  football  ducats. 

Copy  on  the  tickets  has  “Nebraska  vs. 
Stanford”  in  large  letters;  then  follows  in 
small  type:  “At  the  Rose  Bowl  won’t  equal 
the  football  thrills  to  be  seen  on  the  screen 
of  the  Fox  Granada  Theatre  in  Inglewood 
starting  Saturday,  December  14,  during 
the  four-day  engagement  of  ‘Knute  Rockne 
— All-American.’  ” 

Lobby  in  Character  for 
Popular  Horror  Duals 

Detroit — Manager  Charles  A.  Simms  of 
the  Granada  rigged  up  one  of  the  eeriest 
lobby  displays  on  record.  A coffin — one 
of  the  cheapest  available,  to  increase  the 
horror  atmosphere  by  its  stark  primitive- 
ness— was  placed  in  the  lobby,  and  a wax 
figure  of  a girl  was  placed  in  the  open 
box.  Flowers  and  a weird  green  light 
heightened  the  atmosphere,  which  was  es- 
pecially effective  in  the  impressionable 
colored  neighborhood  in  which  the  house 
is  located.  Pictures  on  the  bill  were  “The 
Torso  Murder  Mystery,”  and  “The  Face 
at  the  Window.” 


Band  Display  for  "Bitter  Sweet" 

Hartford — In  connection  with  “Bitter 
Sweet,”  Manager  Jack  A.  Simons  of  Loew’s 
Poli,  placed  a display  in  the  lobby  which 
showed  a cutout  of  a modern  band,  on  top 
of  which  were  cutous  of  Nelson  Eddy  and 
Jeanette  MacDonald. 
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: Pie  Auction  for  Tuesday  : 

■ -~= -- — 


Hiawatha,  Kas. — A combination  fiddlers’ 
contest,  barn  dance  and  pie  auction  packed 
the  Chief  Theatre  on  a recent  Tuesday 
night  for  Manager  Francis  Wright. 

The  show,  advertised  as  a “Barrel  of 
Fun”  program,  featured  six  old  time  fid- 
dlers, 16  dancers  in  an  old  fashioned 
square  dance,  and  auctioned  30  pies. 

Wright  personally  located  the  fiddlers 
and  dancers.  Each  fiddler  was  allowed  to 
bring  his  own  accompanist,  (pianist, 
guitarist,  etc.),  and  each  one  played  two 
pieces  of  his  own  choice.  Audience  ap- 
plause determined  the  winner  who  then 
received  a cash  prize  promoted  from  local 
merchants. 

The  dancers  staged  two  separate  dance 
sets  and  a local  dance  caller  carried  the 
routine  over  the  P.  A.  system.  By  the 


elimination  process  the  four  best  dancers 
were  picked  and  put  on  the  grand  number 
for  the  cash  prize,  also  promoted. 

For  the  pie  auction  Wright  obtained  the 
cooperation  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  of  a 
local  church.  They  baked  30  pies  on  the 
morning  of  the  auction  which  were  pub- 
licly judged  for  prizes  in  the  window  of  the 
local  power  and  light  company  that  after- 
noon. Prizes  for  the  winning  pies  were 
promoted  from  the  merchants  and  awarded 
from  the  stage  the  evening  of  the  auction. 

The  local  auctioneer  contributed  his  ser- 
vices free  and  the  money  realized  went  to 
the  Ladies  Aid  Society. 

The  show  was  advertised  by  3,000  her- 
alds, telephone  campaign,  public  an- 
nouncements at  all  dances,  street  ballyhoo, 
newspaper  and  teaser  slides  on  the  screen. 


Showmanship  Extracts  a High  Schools  Compete 
Proiit  From  Dirt  Heap  In  Milking  Contest 


Madison,  Wis.-— How  to  convert  a draw- 
back into  an  asset  was  demonstrated  some 
time  back  by  J.  H.  Rupp,  assistant  man- 
ager in  charge  of  publicity  for  the  Or- 
pheum  Theatre. 

A street  repairing  project  had  resulted 
in  a large  pile  of  dirt  being  dumped  in 
front  of  the  Orpheum.  Rupp  arranged  a 
tieup  v/ith  one  of  the  local  papers  for  a 
want  ad  treasure  hunt.  Free  tickets  were 
to  be  distributed  to  the  first  50  adults  on 
the  scene. 

The  next  day  brought  people  with  al- 
most every  kind  of  digging  implement.  The 
treasure  was  a can,  full  of  theatre  tickets, 
presented  to  the  successful  explorer  who 
found  it. 


You  help  him  and  he’ll  help  you.  Pass 
your  good  ideas  along  to  your  fellow  show- 
men via  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 
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HUGH  HERbIrT 
ANN  MILLER 
KENNY  BAKER 
Frances  LANGFORD 


COME  TODAY  AND  SEE 
1 BIG  HiTSI 


1st  N.T.SHOWWS  - LOEWS 

CRITERlOr^ 


Snap  and  Ginger — 

Both  packed  into  this  layout  prepared 
for  the  Criterion  in  New  York  for  the 
Republic  feature’s  first  run  engage- 
ment. 


Denver,  Colo. — -The  local  high  schools 
lined  up  to  compete  in  a three-day  milk- 
ing contest  on  the  stage  of  the  Orpheum 
as  a phase  of  the  promotion  on  “Little 
Men.”  Announcements  by  teachers  and 
notices  on  bulletin  board  stirred  up  in- 
terest in  the  barnyard  battle. 

Pretty  girls  numbered  among  the  con- 
testants who  were  judged  as  to  milking 
technique  by  an  expert  dairyman.  The  300 
contestants  met  on  the  stage  where  several 
cows  were  used  in  the  test.  Preliminaries 
were  held  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
with  the  finals  following  on  Friday,  De- 
cember 6.  Manager  Mickey  Gross  put  up 
prizes  totaling  $100  for  the  best  milkers. 

In  addition  to  a tie-in  with  the  Denver 
Post  with  resultant  publicity,  Denver  citi- 
zens were  told  of  the  contest  in  circulars 
sent  with  milk  deliveries  to  more  than 
8,000  homes.  Milk  trucks  also  were  ban- 
nered. 

One  winner  was  chosen  from  each  of 
the  performances  on  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day and  Friday.  Friday  night,  imme- 
diately following  the  last  semi-final,  the 
six  winners  competed  in  a short  contest  to 
determine  the  order  of  the  winners — $50 
first  prize,  $25  second,  $10  third,  $7.50 
fourth,  $5  fifth  and  $2.50  sixth. 

The  idea  of  the  milking  contest  with  its 
attendant  opportunity  for  good  fun  came 
about  through  the  featuring  of  Elsie,  the 
Borden  prize  cow,  in  the  story. 
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Publish  a Paper 
On  "Hullabaloo" 

Appleton.  Wis.--An  eight-page  “Hulla- 
baloo News'”  tabloid  with  advertisements 
of  more  than  20  merchants  was  promoted 
by  the  Appleton  Theatre  here  as  a plug 
for  “Hullabaloo."  Names  of  residents 
taken  from  the  city  directory  were  scat- 
tered at  random  throughout  the  adver- 
tisements and  those  finding  their  names 
received  free  ducats  for  the  flicker. 

The  theatre  also  promoted  a daily 
newspaper  contest  for  seven  days  in  con- 
nection with  which  10  theatre  tickets  were 
given  away  daily  to  persons  answering 
correctly  questions  concerning  stills  run 
in  one  section  of  the  paper  with  leads  to 
the  questions  scattered  about  the  classi- 
fied section  of  the  same  editions. 
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Humor- Analysis  Puts 
Over  "Road  Show" 


Pittsburgh — Putting  a new  twist  on  a 
world  premiere,  Frank  N.  Seltzer,  publicity 
director  for  the  Hal  Roach  Studios,  opened 
“Road  Show”  at  the  Stanley  Theatre  with 
concentration  on  selling  the  laugh  value 
of  the  picture — all  to  standout  results  at 
the  boxoffice. 

Basing  his  entire  campaign  on  the 
laugh  content  of  the  picture,  Seltzer  tied 
in  with  the  American  Institute  of  Humor 


Analysis.  Twenty-four  sheets  blanketing 
the  town,  advised  theatregoers  not  to  see 
“Road  Show”  until  they  were  “Humor 
Analyzed.”  Setting  up  “laugh  climes”  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Stanley,  in  Gimbel’s  De- 
partment Store  and  in  a special  laboratory 
trailer  which  motored  through  the  city, 
Seltzer  thus  put  the  town  in  the  proper 
frame  of  mind.  More  than  18,000  pros- 
pective patrons  were  thus  analyzed. 

At  the  psychological  moment,  newspaper 
ads  broke,  tying  in  the  “get  measured  for 
pleasure”  campaign  with  “Road  Show.” 
This  was  followed  up  with  a “Measure 
Your  Pleasure”  broadcast  over  KDKA, 
which  presented  Rube  Goldberg  as  master 
of  ceremonies:  Louella  Parsons,  Sabu  and 
other  members  of  her  stage  show. 

The  following  wire  was  sent  by  the 
American  Institute  of  Humor  Analysis  to 
Hal  Roach,  and  broke  in  the  papers  several 
days  before  the  premiere. 

“The  board  of  directors  accepts  your 
challenge  to  defend  our  scientific  studies 
of  humor  by  applying  them  to  your  com- 
edy ‘Road  Show.’  No  matter  how  hilarious 
‘Road  Show’  may  be  we  are  confident  our 
humor-analysis  quiz  will  reveal  certain 
limitations.  We  shall  identify  those  limi- 
tations for  you  and  for  those  whom  we 
humor-analyze.” 


"Cry  Baby"  Contest 

Kingsport,  Tenn. — The  State  Theatre 
featured  a “Cry  Baby”  contest  recently  for 
students  of  the  local  high  school.  A prize 
was  given  for  the  best  “crying  jag”  by  a 
contestant,  each  of  which  was  dressed  in 
baby  clothes  — bonnets,  three-cornered 
pants  and  all.  A percentage  of  receipts 
was  given  to  the  high  school  athletic  asso- 
ciation to  defray  the  basketball  team’s 
traveling  expenses. 
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; News  From  Lobby  ; 

Salt  Lake  City — A daily  news  broadcast 
from  the  lobby  is  an  all-day  feature  of  the 
Paramount  Theatre,  managed  by  Norman 
Sprowl. 

In  a tieup  with  a local  radio  station,  the 
regular  wired  news  that  the  station  broad- 
casts periodically  throughout  the  day,  is 
piped  to  the  Paramount  and  relayed  over 
the  public  address  system  to  the  outer  lob- 
by and  street.  Flash  bulletins  are  released 
over  the  P.  A.  system  before  they  are 
broadcast  by  the  station,  resulting  in  news 
popping  all  day  long  at  the  theatre,  from 
9:00  a.  m.  until  closing. 

Once  a day,  at  4:15  p.  m.,  a general  news 
survey  is  broadcast  direct  from  the  thea- 
tre, the  announcer  and  an  engineer  oc- 
cupying a booth  in  the  outer  lobby  es- 
pecially built  for  the  purpose,  and  piping 
the  news  to  the  station  to  be  broadcast. 

The  theatre  gets  credit  over  the  air  on 
this  order:  This  news  comes  to  you  from 
the  lobby  of  the  Paramount  Theatre  where 
(current  picture)  is  in  its  second  week, 
through  the  facilities  of  the  News  Service 
by  special  arrangement  with  Station 
KDYL.” 

The  throngs  of  listeners  that  crowd  the 
sidewalk  are  sufficient  reward  for  the  sta- 
tion. 

Sprowl,  when  manager  of  another  house 
here,  worked  the  same  stunt  with  a second 
station  and  now  both  houses  have  the 
broadcasts. 


Several  Tieups  Mark 
"Bitter  Sweet"  Bally 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — Highly  effective  was 
the  “Bitter  Sweet”  campaign  put  over  by 
Joe  Boyle,  assistant  manager  of  Loew’s. 

In  conjunction  with  a large  department 
store,  he  arranged  a Treasure  Hunt  con- 
test, with  the  store  using  ten  mounted  stills 
and  distributing  5,000  contest  blanks.  Boyle 
also  made  a tieup  with  a prominent  florist 
whereby  the  latter  furnished  enough  bitter 
sweet  to  attach  to  cards  which  were  dis- 
tributed throughout  office  buildings  in  the 
downtown  section.  In  addition,  the  flor- 
ist displayed  a full  window  trim  of  bitter 
sweet  as  well  as  a 22x28  card  crediting  the 
theatre,  cast  and  playdate. 

Two  of  the  leading  dining  places  sold 
“Bitter  Sweet  Cocktails.”  Bitter  sweet 
candy  tablets  were  distributed  in  hotels 
and  restaurants.  The  local  Post-Standard 
used  a three-day  coloring  contest. 


ft  

Glee  Club  Sings  lor 
"Bitter  Sweet" 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — A local  choir  and  the 
university  glee  club  sang  light  classic  se- 
lections and  a medley  of  college  tunes 
to  Loew's  patrons  at  an  evening  perform- 
ance of  "Bitter  Sweet."  The  groups  sang 
from  upper  boxes.  Tieup  was  arranged 
by  George  McGunnigle,  assistant  man- 
ager of  Loew's. 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Andy  Birodi  Puts  Zest 
In  "Escape"  Campaign 

Ellwood  City,  Pa. — Newspapers,-  her- 
alds, and  window  displays  were  the  big 
guns  in  Andy  Birodi’s  campaign  for  “Es- 
cape” at  his  Majestic  Theatre.  Charles 
Baron,  Metro  exploiteer,  assisted. 

Ads  and  stories  were  spotted  in  news- 
papers of  nearby  towns  as  well  as  locally. 
A promotional  ad  was  set  with  the  want 
ad  department  of  the  local  paper. 

From  the  librarian  was  obtained  a list  of 
750  names  to  whom  post  cards  were 
mailed  two  to  three  days  in  advance,  and 
2,000  heralds  were  distributed  house  to 
house. 

The  library  was  furnished  with  1,000 
blotter-bookmarks,  which  carried  a list  of 
books  similar  in  theme  to  “Escape,”  and 
playdate  credits.  Bulletin  board  space  too 
was  gained. 

Seven  full  window  displays  were  ob- 
tained, aU  carrying  stills  on  the  film.  The 
displays  consisted  of  books  at  a news  shop; 
fashion  stills  at  three  ladies  shops;  a fur- 
niture store  tieup  and  a cosmetic  display. 

Fifty  six-sheets  covered  the  county,  and 
daily  radio  plugs  completed  the  exploita- 
tion. 


Steinbuck  Puts  on  Irish 
Night  lor  "Nellie  Kelly" 

Cleveland — ^Everett  Steinbuck,  manager 
of  Loew’s  State  Theatre,  and  Joe  Longo, 
publicity  director,  made  Cleveland  100  per 
cent  Irish-conscious,  in  promoting  “Little 
Nellie  Kelly.”  First  to  awaken  the  Irish 
consciousness  of  everyone  connected  with 
the  newspapers,  through  a tieup  with  the 
Laub  Baking  Co.,  the  newspapermen  re- 
ceived specially  baked  miniature  Nellie 
Kelly  Birthday  cakes,  with  the  name  in 
green  icing.  Then,  Monday  night  was 
designated  as  Irish  Night.  Contests  of  Irish 
dances  were  held  in  the  spacious  State 
lobby  with  cash  prizes  to  the  winners.  And 
all  bona  fide  Nellie  Kellys  were  admitted 
free. 

An  Army  Detachment  in 
Lobby  lor  "Convoy" 

San  Francisco — A highlight  of  the 
American  premiere  of  “Convoy”  held  at 
the  Golden  Gate  Theatre,  was  a California 
National  Guard  detachment  of  men  in 
uniform  in  the  lobby  along  with  a display 
of  machine  guns,  trench  mortars,  rifles 
and  other  equipment. 

A highlight  of  the  outside  decorations 
was  a huge  sea  action  scene  on  the  mar- 
quee with  sound  effects.  There  was  a spe- 
cial art  24-sheet  and  lobby  panels  dis- 
played a week  in  advance  of  the  playdate. 

Bulletin  boards  of  the  city  schools  car- 
ried announcements  of  the  engagement 
and  there  were  breaks  over  several  radio 
stations. 


Singer  in  Lobby 

New  Haven — Bob  Russell  and  Nat  Rubin 
of  Loew’s  Poli  Theatre  had  the  Kresge 
music  counter  soloist  sing  numbers  from 
“Tin  Pan  Alley”  in  a booth  in  the  lobby 
of  the  Poli. 


ft 

: Getting  in  the  Papers  : 

- >j 

A 100-word,  one-day  letter  writing  con- 
test on  “Whom  Would  You  Want  Katha- 
rine Hepburn  to  Choose  Between  Cary 
Grant  or  Jimmy  Stewart?”  contest  spotted 
by  Manager  Lester  Pollock  of  Loew’s  in 
the  Rochester  Sun,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  for 
“Philadelphia  Story.”  Two  column  scene 
cuts  and  stories  on  three  different  pages 
of  the  edition  appeared. 


A feature  in  connection  with  the  test 
engagement  of  “Philadelphia  Story”  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  Theme  of  the  feature, 
written  by  a Times-Union  columnist,  is 
that  the  town  offers  a truly  representative 
cross-section  of  the  entire  country,  and  as 
such,  its  reaction  to  “P.  S.”  will  be  a guide 
to  the  country’s  reaction. 


Stories  and  scene  mats  on  “Escape”  in 
the  Dominion  News.  Spotted  by  Ken 
Reeves,  manager  of  the  Warner  in  Mor- 
gantown, W.  Va.,  and  Charles  Baron, 
Metro  publicist. 


“How  to  Say  No  to  a Man”  contest 
planted  by  Eddie  McBride,  manager  of 
Loew’s  State,  Providence,  in  the  Pembroke 
College  for  Women  publication,  prior  to 
the  “Philadelphia  Story”  run. 


The  Pittsburgh  Press  devoted  a full  page 
to  the  feature  “Norma  Shearer  Life  Story” 
in  conjunction  with  “Escape.”  Exploiteer 
Martin  Burnett  did  the  promoting. 


“Babes  in  Hollywood”  was  the  headline 
over  a full  page  of  baby  pictures  of  Metro 
film  stars  planted  by  Milt  Young,  Warner 
publicist,  in  the  Philadelphia  Sunday 
Record. 


A letter  writing  contest  (guest  tickets 
the  prizes)  “What  is  your  favorite  form  of 
escape?”  was  accepted  from  Matt  Saun- 
ders, manager  of  the  Poli,  Bridgeport,  by 
the  Star-Times  in  a campaign  on  “Escape.” 


Judy  Garland’s  life  story,  topped  by  a 
three-column  photo  showing  her  with  a 
large  birthday  cake,  was  planted  in  the 
Columbus  Citizen  by  Russ  Bovim  as  part 
of  his  “Little  Nellie  Kelly”  campaign  for 
the  Ohio  Theatre. 


The  Marx  Bros,  gag-writing  contest  for 
“Go  West.”  Frank  Murphy,  Loew’s  Roches- 
ter, and  Joe  Longo,  Loew’s  Cleveland,  put 
the  stunt  in  the  Post-Standard  and  Press, 
respectively.  Readers  were  asked  to  -write 
typical  Marx  Bros,  gags,  with  cash  and 
guest  tickets  to  winning  entries. 


Lobby  lor  "Rockne" 

Detroit — Strong  lobby  display  was  laid 
out  for  the  Fisher  Theatre,  for  the  run 
of  “Knute  Rockne — All  American.”  Unique 
item  was  a personal  scrapbook  of  Gus 
Dorais,  who  is  second  in  importance  only 
to  Rockne  himself  in  the  early  part  of 
the  picture.  Special  photos  of  other  fa- 
mous Notre  Dame  players,  loaned  by 
alumni,  are  among  the  other  items. 
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BOXOFFICE 
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.Skott  SukSact 


Meet  the  Stars,  No.  1 

Republic  10  Mins. 

Harriet  Parsons,  under  a new  trade- 
mark, maintains  her  standard  of  prepar- 
ing the  sort  of  thing  that  rabid  film  fans 
should  devour,  optically.  Here  Vera 
Vague  tries  to  find  Pickfair,  but  runs  into 
doubletalking  Cliff  Nazzaro  at  every  turn. 
Footage  in-between  Vague-Nazzaro  en- 
counters, shows  the  doings  at  Pickfair 
when  a galaxy  of  performers  turns  out 
for  a Chinese  benefit.  The  benefit  is  com- 
plete. Lin  Yutank,  Anna  May  Wong, 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Mary  Pickford,  John 
Garfield,  Dolores  Del  Rio  and  a host  of 
other  names,  faces  and  figures,  including  a 
Mongolian  devil  dancer  named  Madame 
Brown,  show  up  in  the  footage.  Conclud- 
ing, Miss  Va^e  turns  the  tables  on  Naz- 
zaro in  a Chinese  restaurant. 


March  on  Marines 

Vitaphone  (Technicolor  Special)  20  Mins. 

Against  the  soundtrack  palaver  of  an 
offscreen  commentator  who  tells  of  the 
motto  and  traditions  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
Dennis  Morgan  and  David  Bruce,  hand- 
somely turned  out  in  well-fitting  uniforms, 
compete  against  each  other  for  admittance 
to  Annapolis,  and  the  hand  of  Mildred 
Coles,  daughter  of  the  admiral.  They  fail 
in  the  exams,  but  Morgan  gets  the  girl. 
Later  they  both  try  for  Annapolis  again. 
In  between  there  are  some  handsomely 
filmed  scenes  of  Marine  Corps  training  ac- 
tivity, more  of  the  motto  and  parades  all 
over  the  place.  At  the  moment,  audiences 
will  love  it. 


California  Thoroughbreds 

Vitaphone  (Sports  Parade)  10  Mins. 

This  color  reel  attempts  to  show  that 
horses  bred  in  California  are  comparable 
with  Kentucky’s.  Narration  is  fairly  corny 
with  an  apparent  struggle  for  facetious- 
ness. A horse  is  shown  from  colt  to  win- 
ner of  a maiden  race  with  all  the  way  steps 
included.  Fair  stuff  at  its  best. 


Porky's  Hired  Hand 

Vitaphone  (Looney  Tune)  7 Mins. 

Porky  hires  a goof  to  take  care  of  his 
chickens  and  keep  a look-out  for  a wily 
fox.  The  goof  almost  gets  his  fox,  but 
fails  when  the  beast  gets  involved  in  an 
incubator  chamber.  Porky  comes  and  lets 
him  out,  pretty  much  shrunken  and  high- 
ly annoyed.  The  fox  threatens  to  sue 
Porky.  It  strives  hard  to  be  funny. 


Elmer's  Pet  Rabbit 

Vitaphone  (Merrie  Melody)  7 Mins. 

Fathead  Elmer  buys  a rabbit  and  pro- 
ceeds to  have  an  awkward  time  when  the 
animal  first  refuses  to  stay  in  a pen,  in- 
vades Elmer’s  bathroom  and  finally  his 
bed.  On  Elmer’s  part  there  is  plenty  of 
whirlwind  activity  when  he  gets  his  dan- 
der up.  The  rabbit  is  the  most  annoying 
beast  in  recent  cartoons.  In  Technicolor. 


Kiddie  Kure 

M-G-M  (Our  Gang)  11  Mins. 

In  this  one  reeler  the  Gang  cures  a 
hypochondriac  of  his  purely  mental  ail- 
ments, quite  by  accident.  There  are 
enough  comedy  moments  in  it  to  hit  home 
with  the  fans. 


Skinnay  Ennis  and  His 
Orchestra 

Vitaphone  (Melody  Master)  10  Mins. 

The  usual  sort  of  band  offering  is 
heightened  with  the  vocal  rendering  by  an 
attractive  songstress  of  “Let’s  Do  It.”  How 
it  got  by  the  bluenoses  is  material  for 
thought.  The  music  consists  mostly  of 
old  favorites,  well-played. 


Shop,  Look  and  Listen 

Vitaphone  (Merrie  Melody)  7 Mins. 

Little  Blabbermouse  goes  on  a tour  of  a 
big  department  store  with  a Fieldsian 
character  leading  the  way  in  a conveyor 
basket.  His  constant  questioning  of  the 
guide  eventually  gets  him  wrapped  up  as 
a gift.  The  complementing  gags  are  gen- 
erally amusing  though  in  somewhat  awk- 
ward taste.  In  Technicolor. 


Pax  Films  (SR)  A 93  Mins. 

Ten  or  twelve  years  ago  this  French 
production  might  have  had  some  slight 
measure  of  success  here.  In  the  light  of 
present  day  imports  it  resembles  primi- 
tive sound  films,  suffers  from  poor  per- 
formances, poor  light,  poor  direction.  The 
editing  detracts  from  the  continuity. 
Charles  Boyer  is  featured.  He  is  a younger 
Boyer,  not  quite  at  ease  before  the  cam- 
era. This  also  goes  for  Pierre  Richard- 
Willm.  Natalie  Paley,  co-starred  with 
Boyer,  is  amateurish.  The  plot  deals  with 
disintegrating  nobility.  A couple  descend 
to  cheating  at  cards.  They  hit  the  high 
spots  of  Europe,  wind  up  in  Paris  where 
the  wife  half-heartedly  has  an  affair.  The 
husband  finds  out.  Later,  exposed,  the 
husband  tries  revenge,  then  suicide.  At 
length  the  mess  is  straightened  out.  The 
reconciled  board  the  Orient  Express  for 
home. 

Charles  Boyer,  Natalie  Paley,  Pierre  Rich- 
ard-Willm,  George  Grossmith. 


Merry  Wives 

Edgar  E.  Lloyd  (SR)  A 80  Mins. 

Censors  have  been  kind  to  “Merry 
Wives.”  It  emerges  from  scissoring  quite 
intact.  Dealing  with  the  Robin  Hood  an- 
tics of  Count  Charisky  of  Heslov,  it  re- 
lates his  efforts  to  help  the  underdog,  to 
make  it  hot  for  Germans  infiltrating  into 
the  government  and  bedevilling  the  corrupt 
local  politicians,  middle  16th  Century  vin- 
tage, of  Kutna  Hora.  The  town  also  is 
known  for  its  lovely  ladies,  easy  morals 
and  generally  bawdy  air.  The  film  was 
produced  in  Czechoslovakia  against  au- 
thentic backgrounds.  Photographically  it 
is  trying  on  the  eyes.  In  many  cases 
scenes  are  shot  out  of  focus,  gradually 
come  into  focus  and  then  go  out  again. 
However,  it  is  interesting  comedy  and 
where  there  is  a foreign  film  clientele  a 
good  turnout  might  be  in  the  cards. 


Labor  and  Defense 

RKO  (March  of  Time  7-5)  19  Mins. 

The  editors  of  this  subject  have  credit- 
ably stuck  to  the  facts  in  presenting  the 
story  of  the  rise  of  American  labor,  its 
trials,  tribulations  and  current  position  in 
the  problem  of  organizing  and  directing 
the  policies  of  workers  in  industries  con- 
nected with  the  national  defense  program 
and  aid  to  Britain.  Many  historical  news- 
reel shots  show  the  Boston  police  strike, 
Samuel  Gompers,  Eugene  V.  Debs;  the 
automobile  workers’  strike  of  a few  years 
ago  and  other  conflicts  between  strikers 
and  strike-breaking  elements.  The  foot- 
age comes  right  up  to  date,  to  the  resig- 
nation of  John  L.  Lewis  from  the  CIO 
helm,  the  Pegler  articles  exposing  racket- 
eering in  unions  and  a recent  blast  from  a 
congressman  who  considers  all  labor  strife 
in  defense  industries  sabotage.  As  usual, 
the  reel  is  smartly  timed  to  national  af- 
fairs of  the  moment. 


Hoffberg  Prod.  A 91  Mins. 

Showing  its  age  every  foot  of  the  way — 
it’s  1932  vintage — this  pre-Hitler  German 
production  still  manages  to  put  a number 
of  chilling  moments  across.  Non-sectarian 
anti-Nazi  organizations  have  lent  their  en- 
dorsement to  its  release  here  as  an  example 
of  the  fine  technique  of  another  Teutonic 
day.  That  period  was  profuse  in  horror 
dramas.  This  is  one  of  them.  Gabriel  Pas- 
cal produced  it.  Richard  Oswald  directed. 
The  latter  is  now  in  Hollywood.  Story- 
wise  the  scenario  deals  with  a case  of 
progressive  insanity.  An  inventor  murders 
his  vdfe,  seals  her  up  in  a wall.  The  po- 
lice discover  the  body,  but  the  crazed  man 
makes  off.  He  is  chased  by  a newspaper- 
man through  an  insane  asylum  where  the 
inmates  temporarily  hold  sway  and  eventu- 
ally to  a Suicide  Club.  The  accent  is  on 
spine-chilling  and  hair-raising  horror.  It’s 
vividly  apparent.  English  titles. 


English  Titles  for  "Seville" 

New  York — Editing  of  “The  Barber  of 
Seville”  with  English  titles,  for  release 
next  month,  is  proceeding,  according  to 
J.  J.  Balaber  of  Datlowe  Productions. 


g^NATIONWIDE-BUT^ 
NOT  TOO  BIG  FOR  « 
^ FRIENDLY  SERVICE!  " 

^Tostal^ 

Telegraph 

CHARGES  FOR  TELEGRAMS  ’PHONED  IN 
APPEAR  ON  YOUR  TELEPHONE  BILL. 


h ■ ■■  
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GREATEST  GROSSERS  STRIKE  MARTIAL  NOTE 


CHICAGO 

Apollo — Arise,  My  Love  (Para't),  3rd  loop  wk.  100 


Chicago — Tin  Pan  Aiiey  (20th-Fox),  plus 

Kitty  Carlisle  on  stage  115 

Garrick — Little  Kellie  Kelly  (M-G-M),  2nd 

loop  Tvk 85 

Oriental — Girls  Under  21  (Col),  plus  stage 

show  95 

Palace — Trail  of  the  Vigilantes  (Univ) ; Sandy 

Gets  Her  Man  (Univ),  1st  part  50 

Palace — Bank  Dick  (Univ);  Hit  Parade  of 

1941  (Rep),  2nd  part  100 

Roosevelt — The  Letter  (FN),  2nd  loop  wk 95 

State-Lake — Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (FN), 

plus  stage  show  105 

Studio — Mannerheim  Line  (Artkino)  300 

United  Artists — Escape  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 85 


CINCINNATI 

Albee— Go  West  (M-G-M)  120 

Capitol — Little  Nellie  Kell.v  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 90 

Grand — Escape  to  Glor.v  (Col)  80 

Keith’s — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk.  ..100 

Lyric — Melody  Ranch  (Rep)  80 

Palace — Philadelphia  Story  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  .120 
Shubert — Trail  of  the  Vigilantes  (Univ) 80 


DALLAS 

Capitol — Men  Against  the  Sky  (RKO),  1st  part.  80 
Capitol — Murder  Over  New  York  (20th-Fox), 


2nd  part  25 

Capitol — Give  Us  IVings  (Univ),  3rd  part 80 

Majestic — You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO)  90 

Palace — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M)  90 

Rialto — A Dispatch  From  Reuter’s  (WB), 

1st  half  80 

Rialto — One  Night  in  the  Tropics  (Univ), 

last  half  25 

Tower — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 120 


DENVER 


Aladdin — The  Letter  (FN),  after  wk.  at 

the  Denver  115 

Broadway — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  after 

wk.  at  each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin 100 

Denham — A Night  at  Earl  Carroll’s  (Para’t)...  80 

Denver — Seven  Sinners  (Univ);  Next  Time  We 

Love  (Univ)  120 

Orpheum — Go  West  (M-G-M);  Gallant  Sons 

(M-G-M)  100 

Paramount — Here  Comes  the  Nav.v  (WB),  re- 
issue; She  Couldn’t  Say  No  (WB) . . 125 

Rialto — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox);  Devil’s 

Pipeline  (Univ)  130 


DETROIT 

Adams — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk. ; 

Give  LTs  IVings  (Univ)  ....125 

Cinema — Blackout  (UA) ; Wheels  Across  India 

(SR)  20 

Fox — Seven  Sinners  (Univ);  Jennie  (20th-Fox).  90 
Michigan — The  Letter  (FN);  Captain  Cau- 
tion (UA)  ._ 105 

Palms-State — North  West  Mounted  Police 
(Para’t);  A Night  at  Earl  Carroll’s 

(Para’t),  2nd  wk .....100 

United  Artists — Go  AVest  (M-G-M);  Dr.  Kil- 
dare’s Crisis  (M-G-M)  20 


INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Y’oung;  Bill  Hlckok  (Rep);  Ole  Swim- 

min’  Hole  (Mono)  75 

Circle — Trail  of  the  Vigilantes  (Univ);  A Lit- 
tle Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ)  85 

Loew's — The  Long  Voyage  Home  (UA) ; 

Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)  90 

Lyric — She  Couldn’t  Say  No  (FN),  plus  Ted 

Weems  Orch.  on  stage  100 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Trail  of  the  Vigilantes  (Univ)  60 

Midland — Go  AVest  (M-G-M);  Gallant  Sons 

(M-G-M)  75 

Newman — Dispatch  From  Reuter’s  (WB) 70 

Orpheum — ^East  of  the  River  (WB) ; Dreaming 

Out  Loud  (RKO)  75 

Tower — Charter  Pilot  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  85 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  65 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Go  AVest  (M-G-M);  Dulcy  (M-G-M).  110 
Downtown — Seven  Sinners  (Univ);  Always  a 

Bride  (FN)  100 

Four  Star — Escape  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 75 

Hillstreet — The  Bank  Dick  (Univ) ; Escape  to 

Glory  (Col)  100 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  90 

Paramount — Christmas  in  July  (Para’t),  2nd 
wk. ; Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para’t),  plus 

Pinky  Tomlin  on  stage  140 

State — Same  as  Chinese  125 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Mannerheim  Line — 

Chicago  300 

World  in  Flames — 

New  Orleans  (dual)  175 

Go  West — 

New  Orleans  150 

Los  Angeles  (dual) 125 

Cincinnati  120 

Lady  With  Red  Hair — 

New  Orleans  150 

Fantasia — 

New  York  City 140 

Give  Us  Wings — 

New  Orleans  140 

Tin  Pan  Alley — 

Denver  (dual)  130 

Detroit,  Pittsburgh  125 

New  York  City 120 

Philadelphia  Story — 

Providence  (dual)  125 

Cincinnati  120 

Here  Comes  the  Navy  (reissue)  — 
Denver  (dual)  125 

Long  Voyage  Home — 

Providence  (dual)  120 

Seven  Sinners — 

Denver  (dual)  120 

Trail  of  the  Vigilantes — 

New  York  City 120 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Great  Dictator,  10th  wk..  New  York  City. 
Fantasia,  6th  wk..  New  York  City. 

North  AA’est  Mounted  Police,  4th  wk., 
Seattle. 

Escape,  3rd  wk.,  Chicago,  Los  Angelos, 
Seattle. 

Arise,  My  Love,  3rd  wk.,  Chicago. 

The  Letter,  3rd  wk.,  Pittsburgh. 

Tin  Pan  Alley,  3rd  wk.,  Detroit. 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Murder  Over  New  York  (20th-Fox); 

Girls  Under  21  (Col)  90 

Century — Lady  AVith  Red  Hair  (WB) 80 

Esquire — Leopard  Men  of  Africa  (SR) 90 

Gopher — Cherokee  Strip  (Para’t)  80 

Orpheum — Mark  of  Zorro  (20th-Fox)  90 

State — Escape  (M-G-M)  90 

World — AValt  Disney  Festival  (RKO) 90 

NEW  HAVEN 

College — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox);  Charter 

Pilot  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 110 

Loew-Poli — Go  West  (M-G-M);  Gallant  Sons 

(M-G-M)  105 

Paramount — One  Night  In  the  Tropics  (Univ) ; 

Trail  of  the  Vigilantes  (Univ)  100 

Roger  Sherman — Yon’ll  Find  Out  (RKO);  Mil- 
lionaires in  Prison  (RKO)  75 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Give  Us  AYings  (Univ)  140 

Globe — Girl  From  Avenue  A (20th-Fox) 80 

Liberty— Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (PN)....100 

Loew’s — Go  West  (M-G-M)  150 

Orpheum — Trail  of  the  Vigilantes  (Univ) 100 

Saenger — Lady  With  Red  Hair  (WB)  150 

Tudor — World  in  Flames  (Para’t) ; Night  at 
Earl  Carroll’s  (Para’t)  175 


NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — The  Great  Dictator  (UA),  10th  road- 
show wk 100 

Broadway — Fantasia  (Disney),  5th  road- 
show wk 140 

Capitol— Third  Finger,  Left  Hand  (M-G-M) ...  90 

Criterion — Gallant  Sons  (M-G-M)  85 

Globe — A Dispatch  From  Reuter’s  (AVB) 90 

Paramount — Road  to  Burma  (Para’t),  plus 

stage  show  lOO 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — The  Thief  of  Bag- 
dad (UA),  2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show 100 

Rialto — Trail  of  the  Vigilantes  (Univ)  120 

Rivoli — Little  Men  (RKO)  80 

Roxy— Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk.. 

plus  stage  show  120 

Strand — The  Letter  (FN),  4th  wk.,  plus 
stage  show  no 


OMAHA 

Braudels — Here  Comes  the  Navy  (FN),  re- 
issue; So  You  AA'on’t  Talk  (Col) 110 

Omaha — Trail  of  the  Lonesome  Pine  (Para’t), 
reissue;  Thanks  for  the  Memory  (Para’t); 

reissue  100 

Orpheum — Little  Nellie  Kelly  (M-G-M); 

Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Univ)  ....100 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Long  A’oyage  Home  (UA),  2nd  wk 70 

Boyd — No,  No,  Nanette  (RKO)  85 

Earle — Christmas  in  July  (Para’t),  plus  Woody 

Herman’s  orch.  on  stage  100 

Fox — Seven  Sinners  (Univ)  80 

Karlton — The  Letter  (FN),  2nd  run 110 

Keith’s — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  2nd  run.. 100 

Stanley — Go  AA’est  (M-G-M)  90 

Stanton — South  of  Suez  (WB)  100 


PITTSBURGH 

Barry — Glamour  for  Sale  (Col) ; I’m  Still 

Alive  (RKO)  100 

Fulton — Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep)  80 

Penn — North  AA’est  Mounted  Police  (Para’t), 

2nd  wk 110 

Ritz — The  Letter  (FN),  3rd  d.  t.  wk 80 

Senator — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk....l25 

Stanley — Road  Show  (UA)  80 

Warner — Gallant  Sons  (M-G-M);  Hullabaloo 

(M-G-M)  90 

PROVIDENCE 

Albee — Long  A'oyage  Home  (UA) ; Meet  the 

AA'ildcat  (Univ)  120 

Carlton — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox);  Street 

of  Memories  (20th-Foo:),  2nd  wk 110 

Fays — Murder  Over  New  York  (20th-Fox); 

Trail  Blazers  (Rep)  90 

Majestic — Lady  AA’ith  Red  Hair  (WB);  Tug- 
boat Annie  Sails  Again  (FN)  70 

State — Philadelphia  Story  (M-(3-M);  Gallant 

Sons  (M-G-M)  175 

Strand — Arizona  (Col) ; Blondie  Plays  Cupid 

(Col),  2nd  wk 100 


Albee — Bank  Dick  (Univ) ; Dark  Streets 

of  Cairo  (Univ)  95 

Carlton — Here  Comes  the  Navy  (WB),  re- 
issue; Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again  (FN) 90 

Fays — ^Texas  Terrors  (Rep);  She  Couldn’t 

Say  No  (WB)  70 

Majestic — Trail  of  the  Vigilantes  (Univ) ; 

Jennie  (20th-Fox)  90 

State — Philadelphia  Stor.v  (M-G-M);  Gallant 

Sons  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 125 

Strand — Christmas  in  July  (Para’t);  Meet 

the  Missus  (Rep)  70 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk. . . . 95 
Rialto — Dreaming  Out  Loud  (RKO) ; Melody 

and  Moonlight  (Rep)  100 

Studio — The  Letter  (FN),  2nd  wk 95 

Utah — Dulcy  (M-G-M) ; Hold  That  Woman 

(P-R-C)  100 

Victory — Devil  Bat  (P-R-C) ; The  Old  Dark 

House  (SR)  115 


SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — Escape  (M-G-M);  Hullabaloo 

(M-G-M),  3rd  wk 90 

Fifth  Avenue — Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Pox), 

2nd  wk 100 

Liberty. — Lone  AVolf  Keeps  a Date  (Col) ; 

Glamour  for  Sale  (Col)  90 

Music  Box — North  AVest  Mounted  Police 

(Para’t),  4th  wk 85 

Orpheum — Bank  Dick  (Univ) ; Mystery  Over 

New  York  (20th-Fox)  90 

Palomar — Margie  (Univ);  Leather  Pushers 

(Univ),  plus  stage  show  90 

Paramount — Go  AA’est  (M-G-M);  Too  Many 

Girls  (RKO)  90 


80 
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jm  Mystery  103 

Marked  Men  (70) 

Warren  Hull 

[ie]  Western  163 

Arizona  Gang 

Busters  (60) 

[iol  Western  168 

Billy  the  Kid  in 

Texas  (57) 

Bob  Steele 
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^ Ac.  Dram  VVB41'1 

River’s  End  (69) 
Dennis  Morgan 
Elizabeth  Earl 

R — Aug.  24 

ji^  Drama  VVB417 

.Money  and  the 

■\Voman  (67) 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

Brenda  Marshall 

R — Aug.  17 

|24|  Act.  Dr.  WB412 

Flowing  Gold  (82) 

Pat  O’Brien 

John  Garfield 

Frances  Farmer 

R— Aug.  31 

|3l|  Drama  WB401 

Sea  Hawk,  The 

(126) 

Errol  Flynn 

Brenda  Marshall 

R— July  27 

[jg]  Com.  Dr.  WB519 

Calling  All  Hus- 

bands (64) 

George  Tobias 

R — Sept.  21 

[ii]  Comedy  FN554 

No  Time  for  Com- 

edy (93) 

James  Stewart 

Rosalind  Russell 

R— Sept.  14 

[ill  Drama  WB506 

City  for  Conquest 

(106) 

James  Cagney 

Ann  Sheridan 

R — Sept.  14 

[5]  Drama  WB502 

Knute  Rookne,  AU 

American  (98) 

Pat  O’Brien 

R— Oct.  12 

IP]  Comedy  FN559 

Father  Is  a Prince 

(56) 

Grant  Mitchell 

R — Nov.  9 

Hist.  Dr.  WB611 

Dispatch  from  Reu- 

ters (90) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

R— Sept.  28 

|26]  Com.  Dr.  FN661 

Tugboat  Annie 

Sails  Again  (77) 

Marjorie  Rambeau 

Alan  Hale 

^R — Oct.  26 
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[9]  Comedy  4003 

Roys  From  Syracuse 

(72)  R— July  20 

.411an  Jones 

Martha  Raye 

Com.  Mue.  5013 

Argentine  Nights 

(73)  R — Sept.  7 

Ritz  Bros. 

.Andrews  Sisters 

[l3[  Com.  Dr.  5006 

Hired  W’ife  (96) 

R — Sept.  14 

[l3|  Melodrama  5051 

Leather  Pushers 

(64)  R— Sept.  7 

|io|  Melodrama  5020 

The  Mummy’s  Hand 

(67)  R— Aug.  31 

|io|  Western  5061 

Ragtime  Cowboy  Joe 

(58)  R — Oct.  5 

[io]  Melodrama  5046 

Fugitive,  The  (76) 

R — July  6 

[27]  Mus.  Com.  5001 

Spring  Parade  (89) 

Deanna  Durbin 

R — Oct.  5 

[4]  Drama  5019 

Diamond  Frontier 

(71) 

Victor  McLaglen 

R— Oct.  5 

in]  Melodrama  6017 

■A  T.ittle  Bit  of 

Heaven  (86) 

Gloria  Jean 

R— Oct.  19 

[l8|  Western  6063 

Law  and  Order  (57) 

Johnny  M.  Brown 

R — Dec.  14 

gi]  Comedy  6024 

Slightly  Tempted 

(60)  R — Aug.  3 

gH  Drama  6007 

Seven  Sinners  (86) 

R — Nov.  2 
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Melodrama 
Captain  Caution 
(86)  R — Aug.  10 

Victor  Mature 

Louise  Platt 

[l^  Drama 

Foreign  Correspon- 
dent (120) 

Joel  McCrea 

Laraine  Day 

R — Sept.  7 

[30|  Action  Drama 

Kit  Carson  (97) 

Jon  Hall 

Lynn  Bari 

R — Sept.  7 

[l3|  Drama 

Pastor  Hall  (92) 

Nova  Pllbeam 

R — Aug.  3 

jio]  Act.  Drama 

The  W’esterner  (99) 

Gary  Cooper 

Doris  Davenport 

R — May  25 
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|~^  Com.  Drama  104 

The  Girl  From  Ave- 

nue A (73) 

Jane  Withers 

Kent  Taylor 

R — Aug.  10 

[ifl]  Melodrama  103 

©Return  of  Frank 
James  (92) 

Henry  Fonda 

Bene  Tierney 

R — Aug.  17 

1^  Drama  106 

Pier  13  (66) 

Lynn  Bari 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Aug.  17 

g Comedy  109 

Young  People  (79) 
Shirley  Temple 

Jack  Oakie 

R— July  20 

IjJ  Melodrama  110 

Charlie  Chan  at  the 

AVax  Museum  (63) 
Sidney  Toler 

R — Aug.  3 

m Comedy  105 

Elsa  Maxwell's  Pub- 
lic Deb  No.  1 (80) 

George  Murphy 
Brenda  Joyce 

R— Aug.  31 

Drama  116 

Yesterday’s  Heroes 

(65) 

Robert  Sterling 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Sept.  21 

Drama  107 

Brigham  Young — 

Frontiersman 

(113)  R — Aug.  31 

Tyrone  Power 

Linda  Darnell 

Act.  Drama  108 

Gay  Caballero, 

The  (57) 

Cesar  Romero 

R — Sept.  28 

m Mus.  Com.  113 

©Down  Argentine 

Way  (88) 

Don  Ameche 

R— Oct.  12 

[ig]  Drama  114 

Night  Train  (93) 

Margaret  Lockwood 

Rex  Harrison 

R— Nov.  2 

gs)  Comedy  111 

The  Great  Profile 

(71) 

John  Barrymore 

R — Aug.  24 
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Melodrama  042 

One  Crowded  Night 

(68)  R — Aug.  3 

Billie  Seward 

William  Haade 

Drama  041 

Stranger  on  the 
Third  Floor  (64) 
Peter  Lorre 

John  McGuire 

R — Sept.  7 

[l^  Propaganda  171 

Ramparts  We  Watch 

(87)  R— July  27 

|23|  Drama  043 

Wildcat  Bus  (63) 

F.  Wray  R-Aug.  24 

HH  Comedy  046 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance 
(89)  R — Aug.  31 
Drama  038 

Lucky  Partners  (101) 
R.Colman  R-Aug.  24 

AcL  Drama  101 
Men  Against  the  Sky 
(75)  R— Aug.  31 
Richard  Dix 

Wendy  Barrie 

[l^  Comedy  102 

Dreaming  Out  Loud 
(81)  R — Sept.  14 
Lum  & Abner 

|io[  Western  086 

Triple  Justice  (66) 

R — Oct.  19 
[27]  Drama  103 

I’m  Still  Alive  (72) 
R — Sept.  21 

[~4~|  Western  181 

AYagon  Train  (59) 

Tim  Holt 

Ray  Whitley 

R — Oct.  12 

ni  Burl.  Com.  106 

Villain  Still  Pursued 

Her  (67)  R-Aug.  3 

Anita  Louise 

Hugh  Herbert 

Melodrama  107 

Laddie  (70) 

Tim  Holt 

Virginia  Gilmore 

R — Sept.  21 

gsl  Melodrama  104 

They  Knew  What 

They  Wanted  (90) 

Carole  Lombard 

Chas.  Laughton 

R — Oct.  19 
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|l^  Musical  910 

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty 
Hot  (72) 

Johnny  Downs 

Ruth  Terry 

R — Aug.  3 

Western  071 

Tulsa  Kid  (57) 

Don  "Red”  Barry 

R — Aug.  3 

^ Western  069 

Okla.  Renegades 
(57)  R — Sept.  14 

|3l|  Comedy  924 

Earl  of  Piiddlestone 
(67)  R — Aug.  24 

[e]  Western  043 

Ride,  Tenderfoot, 
Bide  (65) 

Gene  Autry 

R— Aug.  31 

[H]  Melodrama  017 
Girl  From  Havana 
(69) 

Dennis  O'Keefe 

Clair  Carlton 

R — Sept  14 

[is]  Western  051 

Colorado  (57) 

Roy  Rogers 

R — Sept.  14 

^ Western  062 

U nder  Texas  Slues 
(57) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Sept.  21 

[lo|  Western  072 

Frontier  Vengeance 
(57)  R— Oct.  19 

Don  "Red”  Barry 

ni  Mus.  Com.  065 
Melody  and  Moon- 

light (73) 

Johnny  Downs 

R — Oct.  19 

[isl  Mus.  Com.  001 

Hit  Parade  of  1941 

(88) 

Frances  Langford 

R— Oct.  19 

gi]  Western  052 

Young  Bill  Hickok 

(60)  R— Oct.  5 

Roy  Rogers 
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[9]  Melodrama  3943 
Mysterj’  Sea  Raider 
(78)  R— Aug.  10 
Henry  Wilcoxon 
Carole  Landis 

Comery  3944 

Cornin’  Round  the 
Mountain  (63) 

Bob  Burns 

CJna  Merkel 

R — Aug.  17 

g Com.  Drama  3945 
The  Great  McGinty 
(S3) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Muriel  Angelus 

R— July  27 

[U  Mus.  Com.  4001 
Rhythm  on  the 
River  (94) 

Bing  Crosby 

R — Aug.  24 

[iol  Drama  4002 

I Want  a Divorce 

(92)  R— Aug.  17 
Dick  Powell 

Joan  Blondell 

^ Melodrama  4003 
Rangers  of  Fortune 

(80) 

Fred  MacMurray 
Patricia  Morison 

R — Sept.  14 

in  Melodrama  4004 
Quarterback  (74) 
Wayne  Morris 

Lillian  Cornell 

R — Oct.  5 

In]  Drama  4005 

Cherokee  Strip  (86) 
Florence  Rice 
Richard  Dix 

R — Oct.  6 

[iil  Drama  4006 

Moon  Over  Burma 
(76) 

Dorothy  Damour 

R — Oct.  19 

gU  Drama  4007 

Christmas  in  July 

(72)  R— Sept.  21 

gi]  Documentary 

World  in  Flames 

(61)  R — Oct.  26 
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[l^  Mys.  Drama  3913 
Laugliing  at  Danger 
(62)  R— Aug.  10 

Western  3958 

Arizona  Frontier 
(55)  R— Sept.  14 
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j26j  Melodrama  3903 

mieea  of  the  Y'ukon 

(.63) 

Charles  Bickford 
Irene  Rich 

R — Sept.  28 

|Y|  Drama  3920 

Who  Is  Guilty?  (73) 
Ben  Lyon 

R — Sept.  14 

ifg]  Com.  Drama  3914 

cp  in  tile  Air  (61) 
Frankie  Darro 

R — Sept.  14 

[iil  Melodrama  4021 

That  Gang  of  Mine 
(62) 

Bobby  Jordon 

R— Oct.  6 

|30|  Melodrama  4061 
The  Ape  (62) 

Boris  Karloff 

R— Oct.  26 

in  Act.  Drama  4022 

Drums  of  the  Desert 

Ralph  Byrd 

R — Oct.  19 

n Western 

Trailin’  Double 
Trouble  (58) 
Corrigan-Terhune- 
King  R — Oct.  19 

[Y]  Com.  Dr.  4010 
Ol’  Swlmmin’  Hole 
(75)  R— Oct.  26 

M.  Jones 

T.  Moran 
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Com.  Drama  60 
1 Love  You  Again 
(99) 

William  Powell 
Myrna  Loy 

R— Aug.  17 

[i^  Comedy  49 

Golden  Fleecing  (68) 
Lew  Ayres 

Rita  Johnson 

R — Aug.  24 

(3^  Drama  48 

Boom  Town  (120) 

Clark  Gable 

Spencer  Tracy 
Claudette  Colbert 

R — Aug.  10 

Drama  101 

Dr.  Ivildare  Goes 

Home  (79) 

Lew  Ayres 

R — Sept.  7 

[lYl  Act.  Drama  102 

AVyomlng  (88) 

Wallace  Beery 

Leo  Carlllo 

R — Sept.  14 

[iol  Mus.  Com.  104 
Haunted  Honey- 

moon (83) 

Robert  Montgomery 

R — Aug.  31 

[27]  Comedy  103 

Strike  Fp  the  Band 
(120) 

R — Sept.  21 

[27)  Mystery  105 

4ky  Murder  (72) 

R — Sept.  28 

n Comedy  106 

Duley  (73) 

Ann  Sothern 

Ian  Hunter 

R— Oct.  6 

[n]  Drama  107 

Tliird  Finger,  Left 
Hand  (98) 
Douglas-Loy 

R — Oct.  19 

^ Comedy  109 

Hullabaloo  (77) 
Frank  Morg'an 

Billie  Burke 

R— Nov.  2 
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[7]  Drama  1008 

The  Lady  in  Ques- 

tion (81) 

Brian  Aherne 

Rita  Hayworth 

R — Aug.  10 

|l^  Melodrama  1039 

The  Secret  Seven 

(62)  R— Aug.  24 

|l5]  Western  2201 

Durango  Kid  (65) 

R — Sept.  7 

Com.  Drama  1006 
He  Stayed  for 

Breakfast  (87) 
Loretta  Young 

Meivyn  Douglas 

R — Aug.  13 

[Y]  Comedy  1022 

Five  Little  Peppers 

in  Trouble  (65) 
Edith  Fellows 

R — Sept.  7 

1 5 [ Melodrama  2U32 

Fugitive  From  Pris- 

on Camp  (59) 
Melodrama  1024 
Before  I Hang  (63) 

R— Oct.  19 

|X9|  Drama  1001 

yrhe  Howards  of 

Yirginia  (117) 

Cary  Grant 

Martha  Scott 

R — Sept.  7 

[27]  Melodrama  1040 

Glamour  for  Sale 

(59)  R — Oct.  26 

[30]  Drama  1009 

Angels  Over  Broad- 

Way  (80)  R-Oct  12 

g Western  2209 

Prairie  Schooners 

(58)  R— Nov.  16 

Bill  Elliott 

m Com.  Dr’ma  2018 

So  You  Won’t  Talk 

(69)  R— Oct.  5 

Joe  E.  Brown 

|l^  Drama  3030 

Nobody’s  Children 
(65) 

Edith  Fellows 

Billy  Lee 

gi]  Drama  2038 

Girls  Under  21  (63) 
R— Nov.  30 
gl|  Western  2202 

West  of  Abilene  (67) 
R — Aug.  3 
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[Y1  Western  154 
Riders  of  Black 
Mountain  (60) 

Tim  McCoy 

g Com.  Mys.  104 

Devil  Bat  ( . . ) 

Bela  Lugosi 

g Western  159 

Billy  the  Kid’s  Gun 

Justice  ( . . ) 

Bob  Steele 

g Com.  Drama  105 

Misbehaving  Hus- 

bands (65) 

R — ^Dec.  14 

g Comedy  106 

You  Betcha  My  Life 

(..) 

Henry  Armetta 

1 3 1 Mystery  xo< 

Secret  Evidence 

(..) 

g Western  163 

Lone  Rider  No.  1 

(..) 

George  Houston 

g Comedy  108 

Glamour  Girls  Never 

Say  No  ( . . ) 

P-R-C  1 

[1]  Comedy  FN8?0 
Always  a Bride  (60) 

Rosemary  Lfane 

R — Nov.  30 

[Y]  Drama  FN562 
East  of  the  River 
(73)  R — Nov.  2 
John  Garfield 
Brenda  Marshall 

pgj  Drama  WB513 
South  of  Suez  (87) 
George  Brent 
Geraldine  Fitzgerald 
R — Dec.  21 

g Drama  FN552 

Letter,  The  (97) 

Bette  Davis 

Herbert  Marshall 

R — Nov.  23 

g Drama  WB512 

Lady  With  Red 

Hair  (81) 

Miriam  Hopkins 

R— Nov.  16 

g Comedy  ' FN571 

She  Couldn’t  Say  No 

(63) 

Roger  Pryor 

R — Dec.  28 

g Reissue 

Here  Comes  the 

Navy  (86) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O’Brien 

g Adv.  Dr.  PN551 

;?anta  Fe  Trail  (110) 

Errol  Flynn 

Olivia  DeHavilland 

R — Dec.  21 

|Y]  M’ drama  WB503 

Four  Ylothers  (86) 

The  Lane  Sisters 

R — Dec.  14 

g Melodrama 

Case  of  the  Black 

Parrot  ( . . ) 

Wm.  Lundigan 

Maris  Wrixon 

g Com.  Drama 

Honeymoon  for 

Three  ( . . ) 

George  Brent 

Ann  Sheridan 

1^  Drama 

High  Sierra  ( . . ) 

Humphrey  Bogart 

Ida  Lupino 

WARNER-F.  N. 

[j]  Comedy  603S 
I’m  Nobody’s  Sweet- 
heart Now  (63) 

R — Aug.  10 
[Y]  Melodrama  S053 
Devil’s  Pipeline  (65) 
R — Nov.  30 

[11  Comedy  6021 
Sandy  Gets  Her  Man 
(66)  R — Nov.  16 

jjJ  Western  5068 
IPony  Post  (59) 

IR — Deo.  14 

ggl  Drama  5015 

One  Night  in  the 
Tropics  (82) 

Allan  Jones 

Nancy  Kelly 
|r — Nov.  9 
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g Comedy  5010 

Bank  Dick,  The  (74) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Una  Merkel 

R— Dec.  7 

g Comedy  6026 

Margie  (59) 

Mischa  Auer 

Nan  Grey 

R — Sept.  21 
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1 [2^  Drama  6025 

Give  Us  Wings  (62) 

Little  Tough  Guys 

Wallace  Ford 

R — Nov.  16 

g Mys.  Comedy 

Invisible  Woman 

(.  .) 

John  Barrymore 

Virginia  Bruce 

g Com.  Drama 

YVhere  Did  You  Get 

That  Girl  ( . . ) 

R — Dec.  28 

g Adv.  Drama 

Luck.v  Devils  ( . . ) 

g Western  5064 

Boss  of  Bullion  City 

(.  .) 

g Drama 

San  Francisco  Docks 

(G6)  R — Deo.  7 

|x^  Comedy 

Six  Lessons  From 

Madame  LaZonga 

Lupe  Velez 

Leon  Errol 

g Drama 

Back  Street  ( . . ) 

Margaret  Sullavan 

Charles  Boyer 

UNIVERSAL 

g Drama 

Long  'Vsyag'8  Home 
(105) 

Thomas  Mitchell 
John  Wayne 

R — Oct.  12 

g Drama 

Black  Out  (80) 
Conrad  Veidt 

Valerie  Hobson 

R — Nov.  23 
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g Melodrama 

Son  of  Monte  Cristo 

(102) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

R — Dec.  7 

UNITED  ARTISTS 

|Y|  Melodrama  117 
Mark  of  Zorro  (93) 
Tyrone  Power 

Linda  Darnell 

R — Nov.  9 

m Drama  102 

Street  of  Memories 
(70)  R — July  6 

Lynne  Roberts 

Guy  Kibbee 

g Comedy  119 

Youth  Will  Be 
Served  (66) 

Jane  Withers 

R — Sept.  28 

g Drama  120 

Tin  Pan  Alley  (94) 
Alice  Faye 

Jack  Oakie 

Betty  Grable 

R — Nov.  30 

g Drama  118 

Charter  Pilot  (70) 
Lynn  Bari 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Nov.  30 

— 

g Mystery  121 

I Murder  Over  New 

York  (65) 

Sidney  Toler 

R— Nov.  30 

g Comedy  122 

Jennie  (77) 

William  Henry 
Dorris  Bowden 

R — Dec.  7 
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Drama  115 

Hudson’s  Bay  (94) 

Paul  Muni 

Virginia  Field 

R — Dec.  28 

g Melodrama  124 

.Michael  Shayne,  Pri- 

>ate  Detective 

(77) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R— Dec.  28 

Act.  Drama  135 

Romance  of  the  Rio 

Grande  (73) 

Cesar  Romero 

Patricia  Morison 

Drama  138 

Tall,  Dark  and 

Handsome  ( . . ) 

Cesar  Romero 

Virginia  Gilmore 

g Drama  137 

Girl  in  the  News 

(77) 

Margaret  Lockwood 

Emlyn  Williams 

20TH-F0X 

[Y]  Comedy  109 

Di’l  Abner  (78) 

Granville  Owen 

R — Nov.  9 

[g]  Comedy  106 

Too  Many  Girls  (85) 
Lucille  Ball 

Frances  Langford 

R — Oct.  12 

lisi  Comedy  111 

Mexican  Spitfire 

Oiit  West  (76) 
Lupe  Velez 

R — Oct.  12 

g Mus.  Com.  108 

lYu’Il  Find  Out 
(97) 

Kay  Kyser 

Helen  Parrish 

R — Nov.  23 

g Drama  113 

liemedy  for  Riches 
Jean  Hersholt 

(68)  R — Nov.  23 

g Western  182 

Fargo  liid,  The  (63) 
Tim  Holt 

R — Nov.  2 

Drama  114 

No,  No,  Nanette 
(96) 

Anna  Neagle 

g Drama  112 

Kitty  Foyle  (105) 
linger  Rogers 
Herbert  Marshall 

R— Dec.  21 

|~3]  Drama  161 

Convoy  ( . . ) 

Clive  Brook 

Judy  Campbell 

[lo]  Drama  110 

ittle  Men  (84) 

Kay  Francis 

Jack  Oakie 

R — Dec.  7 

Musical  115 

Let’s  Make  Music 

(80) 

Bob  Crosby 

R — Dec.  14 

g Mystery  116 

■Saint  in  Palm 

Springs  ( . . ) 

George  Sanders 

■Wendy  Barrie 

g Comedy  117 

Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Smith  ( . . ) 

Carole  Lombard 

Robert  Montgomery 

RKO  RADIO 

[Yl  Mystery  006 

Who  Killed  Aunt 
Maggie?  (70) 
Wendy  Barrie 

John  Hubbard 

R — Nov.  2 
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Western  063 

Trail  Blazers,  The 
Three  Mesquiteera 
(58)  R — Nov.  2 

g Western  041 

Melody  Ranch  (85) 

R — Nov.  30 
g Western  073 

Texas  Terrors  (57) 

R — Nov.  30 

g Comedy  018 

Meet  the  Blissus 
(68) 

Roscoe  Kama 

R — Nov.  30 

g Western  053 

The  Border  Legion 
(58) 

Roy  Rogers 

R — Nov.  30 

g Comedy  008 

Barnyard  Follies 
(68)  R — Nov.  30 

Mary  Lee 

Rufe  Davis 

g Drama 

Behind  the  News 
(75) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Dec.  21 

g Western  064 

Lone  Star  Raiders 
(57) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Dec.  21 

g Drama 

Bowery  Boy  ( . . ) 
Dennis  O’Keefe 
Louise  Campbell 

g Western 

Wyoming  Wildcat 
(.  .) 

Don  “Red”  Barry 
Julie  Duncan 

g Western 

Robin  Hood  of  the 

Pecos  ( . . ) 

Roy  Rogers 

Geo.  “Gabby”  Hayes 

Western 

Riding  on  a Rain- 

bow ( . . ) 

Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

g Comedy 

Arkansas  Judge 

(.  .) 

Weaver  Bros,  and 

Elviry 

REPUBLIC 

|Y]  Musical  4008 

Dancing:  on  a Dime 
(74) 

Robert  Paige 

R— Oct.  12 

[g]  Musical  4009 
Arise  My  Love  (113) 
Claudette  Colbert 
Ray  Milland 

R-_Oct.  19 

.. 

|iY[  Western  4050 

Three  Blen  From 
Texas  (70) 

William  Boyd 

R — Sept.  14 

g Mus.  Com.  4011 
Night  at  Earl  Car- 
roU’s,  A (63) 

Ken  Murray 

R — Nov.  23 

g Western  4012 
Texas  Rangers  Ride 
Again  (68) 

John  Howard 

R — Nov.  9 

g Outd’r  Dr.  3946 
North  West  Mounted 
Police  (125) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

R — Oct.  26 

g Comedy 

Love  Thy  Neighbor 
(.  .) 

Jack  Benny 

Fred  Allen 

R — Dec.  28 

[~3~|  Musical 

Second  Chorus  (83) 
Fred  Astaire 

Paulette  Goddard 

R — Dec.  7 

g Western  4651 

Doomed  Caravan 
(.  .) 

William  Boyd 

Russell  Hayden 

g Drama  1270 

Victory  (79) 

Fredric  March 

Betty  Field 

R— Dec.  21 

g Comedy 

Aldrich  Family  in 
Life  MTth  Henry 
(81) 

Jackie  Cooper 

PARAMOUNT 

gjj  Western  4051 
Take  Me  Back  to 
Oklahoma  (64) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Nov.  30 

pj|  Mystery  4012 
Phantom  of  China- 
town (62) 

Keye  Luke 

R — Nov.  30 

g Western 

West  of  Pinto  Basin 
(59) 

Corrlgan-Terhune- 

Klng 

R — Dec.  7 

g Melodrama 
Gypsy  Cavalier  ( . . ) 
Gilbert  Roland 
g Adventure 

Sign  of  the  Wolf 
(.  .) 

g Drama 

Her  First  Romance 
( . . ) R — Dec.  28 

g Western 

Koliing  Home  to 
Texas  ( . . ) 

Tex  Ritter 

g Melodrama 
You’re  Out  of  Luck 
(■■) 

Frankie  Darro 

MONOGRAM 

[Y]  Drama  1®8 

Escape  (104) 

Norma  Shearer 

Robert  Taylor 

R — Nov.  9 

Musical  no 

©Bittersweet  (02) 

Jeanette  MacDonald 
Nelson  Eddy 

R — Nov.  23 

|is|  Drama  111 

Gallant  Sons  (78) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Bonita  Granville 

R — Nov.  16 

g Comedy  112 

Little  Nellie  Kelly 
(100) 

Judy  Garland 

George  Murphy 

R — Nov.  23 

g Drama  116 

Dr.  Kildare’s  Crisis 
(75) 

Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

R — Dec.  7 

g Comedy  114 

Go  West  (82) 

Marx  Bros. 

R — Dec.  21 

g Drama  113 

Comrade  X (89) 

Clark  Gable 

Hedy  Lamarr 

R — Dec.  14 

g Comedy  116 

jveeping  Company 
(..) 

Ann  Rutherford 
John  Shelton 

g Drama  117 

Flight  Command 
(114) 

Robert  Taylor 

Walter  Pidgeon 

R — Dec.  21 
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g Drama 

Philadelphia  Story 
(112) 

Katharine  Hepburn 
Cary  Grant 

g Comedy 

M’ild  Man  of  Borneo 
(..) 

Frank  Morgan 

Billie  Burke 

g Drama 

Come  Live  With 

Me  ( . . ) 

James  Stewart 

Hedy  Lamarr 

aE 

C9 

E 

[ail  Comedy  2016 

Biondle  Flays  Cupid 
(68) 

Penny  Singleton 
Arthur  Lake 

R — Nov.  2 
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g Mystery  2024 

Ellery  Queen,  Blas- 
ter Detective  (69) 
Ralph  Bellamy 
Margaret  Lindsay 

R — Nov.  30 

g Western  2203 
Thundering  Fron- 
tier (57) 

Charles  Starrett 

R — Sept.  21 

|~9~|  Drama  3031 

Great  Plane  Rob- 
bery (53) 

Jack  Holt 

R — Dec.  14 

g Mystery  2033 
Phantom  Submarine 
(.  ■) 

Anita  Louise 

g Outd'r  Dr.  2101 

Jean  Arthur 

M'^illlam  Holden 

R — Nov.  23 
g Western  2211 
Wildcat  of  Tuscan 
Bill  Elliott 

|Y[  Comedy 

This  Thing  Called 
l.rOve  ( . . ) 

Melvyn  Douglas 
Rosalind  Russell 

R — Dec.  28 

g Western  2204 

Pinto  Kid  ( . . ) 

Bill  Elliott 

g Mys.  Drama 
Face  Behind  the 
Mask  ( . . ) 

Peter  Lorre 

|3i|  Drama 

Legacy  ( . . ) 

Warner  Baxter 
Ingrid  Bergman 

COLUMBIA 

NOV. 

2 

NOV. 

9 

NOV. 

16 

NOV. 

23 

NOV. 

30 

DEC. 

7 

DEC. 

14 

DEC. 

21 

DEC. 

28 

JAN. 

4 

JAN. 

11 

JAN. 

18 

JAN. 

25 

FEB. 

1 

Features  scheduled  for  release  beyond  dates  In  the  Bookine  Chart 
are  listed  herein.  Running  time,  as  furnished  by  home  office  of 
distributor,  follows  title.  As  local  conditions  such  as  censorship 
subject  this  to  chnnKe,  checkup  with  exchansre  is  recommended. 


Prod.  No.  Title 


Stars 


Released  Reviewed 


Dn  the  Ai&kina 


COLUMBIA 


COLUMBIA 


2212..  Across  the  Sierra  (..) Bill  Elliott,  Luana  Walters Feb.  13,  '41 

2214..  Bad  Man  From  Bisbee  Bill  Elliott  Apr,  24 

Blondie  Goes  I^atln  (..) Penny  Singrleton,  Arthur  Lake 

Devil  Commands,  The  Boris  Karloff  

Great  Swindle,  The  (..) Jack  Holt,  Marjorie  Reynolds 

2213.  .North  From  the  Lone  Star  <..)Biil  Elliott  Mar.  27 

2205.  .Outlaws  of  the  Panhandle  Charles  Starrett,  Frances  Robinson Feb.  27 


Lone  Wolf  Takes  a Chance,  The — Warren  Wil- 
liam, Evalyn  Knapp,  Eric  Blore,  Henry  Wil- 
coxon,  June  Storey,  Walter  Kingsford.  Director: 
Sidney  Salkow.  Producer:  Ralph  Cohn. 

(Starting) 

(Latest  in  the  adventures  of  the  gentleman- 
crook-turned-detective,  based  on  Louis  Joseph 
Vance’s  famous  fictional  character). 


Penny  Serenade  (..) Irene  Dunne,  Cary  Grant 

Return  of  Boston  Blackie  (,.).  Chester  Morris  

2215.. Wild  Bill  Hits  the  Trail  (..).Bill  Elliott  May  23 


PARAMOUNT 

.Hard  Boiled  Canary  (..) Allan  Jones,  Susan  Foster 

, I Wanted  Wings  (..) Ray  Miliand,  Brian  Donievy 

• In  Old  Colorado  (..) W'illiam  Boyd  

• Lady  Eve,  The  (..) Barbara  Stanwyck,  Henry  Fonda 

■ Mad  Doctor,  The  (91) Basil  Ratlibone,  Ellen  Drew 

Monster  and  the  Girl  (..) Ellen  Drew,  Robert  Paige 

. Reaching  for  the  Sun  .Joel  McCrea,  Ellen  Drew 

Road  to  Zanzibar  (..) Bob  Hoi>e,  Bing  Crosby  

.Roundup,  The  (..) Richard  Dix,  Patricia  Morison 

©Shepherd  of  the  Hiiis  John  Wayne,  Betty  Field 

.©Virginia  (..)  Madeleine  Carroll,  Fred  MacMiirray . . . . 

You’re  the  One  (..) Bonnie  Baker,  Orrin  Tucker 


Mar. 

7 

Apr. 

25 

Feb. 

28 

Mar. 

21 

Feb. 

14 

May 

9 

May 

2 

Apr. 

11 

Mar. 

28 

Feb. 

21 

Feb. 

7 

REPUBLIC 


M-G-M 

Trial  <»f  Mary  Dugan,  The — Laraine  Day,  Robert 
Young,  Sara  Haden,  Francis  Pierlot.  Director: 
Norman  McLeod.  Producer:  Edwin  Knopf.  Origi- 
nal: Bayard  Veiller.  (Starting) 

(Dramatic  courtroom  story  of  a,  woman  on 
trial  for  her  life.  Facing  almost  undeniable 
knowledge  to  the  contrary,  her  lawyer-sweet- 
heart successfully  proves  her  innocence). 

Andy  Hardy's  Private  Secretary — Mickey  Rooney, 
Kathryn  Grayson,  Lewis  Stone,  Fay  Holden,  Ann 
Rutherford,  Cecilia  Parker,  Ian  Hunter.  Direc- 
tor: George  B.  Seitz.  (Starting) 

(Newest  in  the  “Judge  Hardy  Family”  series). 

Bad  Man,  The — Wallace  Beery,  Lionel  Barrymore, 
Laraine  Day,  Ronald  Reagan,  Chris-Pin  Mar- 
tin. Director:  Richard  Thorpe.  Producer:  J. 
Walter  Ruben.  Original:  Porter  Emerson  Brown. 

(Completed) 

Men  of  Boys  Town — Spencer  Tracy,  Mickey  Roo- 
ney, Henry  O’Neill,  Mary  Nash.  Director:  Nor- 
man Taurog.  Producer:  John  W.  Considine  jr. 


Petticoat  Politics  (..) Higgins  Family,  Roscoe  Karnes 

Prairie  Pioneers  (..) Three  Mesquiteers  


RKO  RADIO 

120.  .A  Girl,  a Guy  and  a Gob  (..). George  Murphy,  T/iieille  Ball 

183..  Along  the  Rio  Grande  (..).... Tirn  Holt  

130.  Blood  AVill  Tell  ( . . ) 

118..  Citizen  Kane  (..)  Orson  Welles  

122..  Devil  and  Miss  .Jones  (..) .Jean  Arthur,  Charles  Coburn.... 

124..  Dr.  Christian  No.  2 (■•) .Jean  Hersholt  

127..  Hang  Out  the  Moon  (..) 

129.  .Eeon  Errol  Picture  (..) 

121.. Pla.v  Girl  (75)  Ka.v  Francis,  Janies  Ellison 

125..  Repent  at  Leisure  (..) 

123.  .Scattergood  Baines  (..) Gii.v  Kibbee,  Dink  Trout  

119..  5.ow  Business  (..)  Alan  Mowbray  

128.  .They  Met  in  Argentina  (..)...  Maureen  O’Hara,  Gene  Ra.vmond 
126.  .Tom,  Dick  and  Harry  (..)... Ginger  Rogers  


Feb. 

28 

Feb. 

7 

Ma.v 

9 

Feb. 

14 

Mar. 

14 

Mar. 

28 

Apr. 

18 

May 

2 

Mar. 

7 

Apr. 

4 

Mar. 

21 

Feb. 

21 

Apr. 

25 

Apr. 

11 

PARAMOUNT 

One  Night  in  I.isbon — Fred  MacMurray,  Madeleine 
Carroll,  Patricia  Morison.  Producer-Director:  Ed- 
ward H.  Griffith.  Screenplay:  Virginia  Van 
Upp.  (Starting) 

(Romance,  with  Europe  at  war  as  its  back- 
ground. Patricia  Morison  portrays  MacMurray’s 
divorced  wife). 

Road  to  Zanzibar,  The — Bing  Crosby,  Bob  Hope, 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Una  Merkel.  Joan  Marsh, 
Douglas  Dumbrille.  Eric  Blore.  Director:  Vic- 
tor Schertzinger.  Producer:  Paul  Jones. 

(Completed) 


Dec.  14 


20TH  CENTURY-FOX 

Ride  on,  Va<|uero — Cesar  Romero,  Chris-Pin  Mar- 
tin, William  Demarest,  Mary  Beth  Hughes, 
Lynne  Roberts.  Director:  Herbert  I.  Leeds.  Pro- 
ducer: Sol  Wurtzel.  (Starting) 

(Further  sagebrush  adventures  of  “The  Cisco 
Kid”). 


20TH-FOX 

112.  .Bride  Wore  Crutches  (55) ....  Lynne  Roberts,  Ted  North July  27 

Golden  Hoofs  (..) Jane  Withers,  Charles  (Buddy)  Rogers.  

Murder  Among  Friends  (..).. .John  Hubbard,  Mar.iorie  AVeaver 

Ride,  Kell.v,  Ride  (..) Eugene  Pallette,  Rita  Quigley 

AA’estern  Union  (..) Robert  Young,  Virginia  Gilmore Jan.  24  


UNITED  ARTISTS 

Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop  (..)..  Martha  Scott,  AVllliam  Gargan 

.yGreat  Dictator,  The  (129) ..  Charles  Chaplin,  Paulette  Goddard Oct.  26 

Lady  Hamilton  (..) V'ivien  I.eigh,  Ia.urence  Olivier 

Rond  Show  (..) Adolphe  Menjou,  Cande  I^andis 

.So  Ends  Our  Night  (..) FYedrlc  March,  Margaret  Sullavan 


UNIVERSAL 


Dark  Streets  of  Cairo  (59) . . . .Siffrid  Gurie  Feb.  14  Dec.  7 

Meet  the  Chump  ( . . ) Feb.  7 

Mr.  Dynamite  (..) Feb.  28  

Nice  Girl  (..) Feb.  21  


WARNER  BROS. 

Father’s  Son  (..) .John  Lltcl,  Frieda  Inescort 

AA’B520 .. Flight  From  Destiny  (..).. Thomas  Mitchell,  Jeffrey  Lynn 

Meet  John  Doe  (..) Gary  Cooper,  Barbara  Stanwyck..., 

Strawberry  Blonde  ( . . ) .James  Cagney,  Olivia  de  Havilland 

AA’agons  Roll  at  Night  (..)...  Humphrey  Bogart,  Sylvia  Sidney.. 


Sleepers  AVest — Lloyd  Nolan,  Mary  Beth  Hughes, 
Ben  Carter,  Edward  Brophy,  Lynn  Bari.  Di- 
rector: Eugene  Forde.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel. 

(Completed) 


UNITED  ARTISTS 

That  Uncertain  Feeling — Merle  Oberon,  Melvyn 
Douglas,  Burgess  Meredith,  Fritz  Feld,  Olive 
Blakeney,  Harry  Davenport.  Producer-Director: 
Ernst  Lubitsch.  Screenplay:  Donald  Ogden 
Stewart.  (Completed) 


WARNER-FN 

Bride  Came  C.  O.  D.,  The — James  Cagney,  Bette 
Davis,  Jack  Carson,  Stuart  Erwin,  William  Fraw- 
ley.  Director:  William  Keighley.  Producer:  Wil- 
liam Cagney.  Screenplay:  Julius  and  Philip  Ep- 
stein. Original:  M.  M.  Musselman.  (Starting) 
(Farce  comedy). 

Great  Lie,  The — Bette  Davis,  George  Brent,  Mary 
Astor,  Hattie  McDaniels,  Lucille  Watson.  Direc- 
tor: Edmund  Goulding.  Producer:  Henry  Blanke. 
Original:  Polan  Banks.  Screenplay:  Lenore  Cof- 
fee. (Completed) 

Stuff  of  Heroes — Eddie  Albert,  Joan  Leslie,  John 
Litel,  Alan  Hale.  Director:  Ben  Stoloff.  Pro- 
ducer: William  Jacobs. 


PRODUCERS  DISTRIBUTING  CORP, 

It  Happened  to  Me — Henry  Armetta,  Robert  Bald- 
win, Iris  Meredith,  Charles  Miller.  Director: 
Gene  Yarborough.  Producer:  Ted  Richmond. 

(Completed) 
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BOXOFFICE  ::  December  28,  1940 


AN  INTERPRETATIVE  ANALYSIS  OF  OPINIONS  DEDUCED  FROM 
THE  LANGUAGE  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  PAPER  REVIEWS. 


Tbe  plus  and  minus  sisms  indicate  the  decree  of  favor  or  disfavor  of  the  review.  Where  our  compiler  is  nnahle  to  form 
any  opinion  from  the  review  the  sigrn  “o”  is  used.  Blank  spaces  Indicate  no  review.  This  department  serves  also  as  an 
Alphabetical  Index  to  feature  releases.  Ustinss  cover  reviews  appearins:  by  the  Saturday  preceding  date  of  this  issue. 
It  will  be  brought  up  to  date  from  week  to  week.  The  meaning  of  the  various  signs  and  their  combinations  is  as  follows: 


++  Very  Good;  + Good;  ± Fair;  -t-  Mediocre;  — Poor;  = Very  Poor 

In  the  summary  ^ Is  rated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 
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Always  a Bride  (FN) 

Angels  Over  Broadway  (Col)  . . 

Ape,  The  (Mono) 

Argentine  Nights  (Cnlv) 

Arise  My  Love  (Para) 

Arizona  (Col)  

Arizona  Frontier  (Rep) 

B 

Bank  Dick,  The  (Univ) 

Barnyard  Follies  (Rep) 

Dark  Streets  of  Cairo  (Univ) . . 

Before  I Hang  (Col) 

Behind  the  News  (Rep) 

Bitter  Sweet  (M-G-M) 

Billy  the  Kid  in  Texas  (PRC)  . 

Blackout  (UA)  

Blondle  Plays  Cupid  (Col) 

Boom  Town  (M-G-M) 

Border  Legion  (Rep) 

Boys  From  Syracuse  (Univ)... 
Bride  Wore  Crutches  (20th-Fox) 
Brigham  Young — Frontiers- 
man (20th-Fox)  

c 

Calling  AU  Husbands  (WB)  . . . 

Captain  Caution  (UA)  

Case  of  the  Black  Parrot  (WB) 

Chad  Hanna  (20th-Fox) 

Chamber  of  Horrors  (Mono)  . . . 
Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax 

Museum  (20th-Fox)  

Charter  Pilot  (20th-Fox) 

Cherokee  Strip  (Para) 

Christmas  in  July  (Para) 

City  for  Conquest  (WB) 

Colorado  (Rep)  

Cornin’  Round  the  Mountain 

(Para)  

Comrade  X (M-G-M) 

Convoy  (RKO)  

D 

Dance,  Girl,  Dance  (RKO)... 
Dancing  on  a Dime  (Para) .... 
Dark  Streets  of  Cairo  (Univ)  . . 

Devil’s  Pipeline  (Univ) 

Diamond  Frontier  (Univ) 

Dispatch  From  Reuters  (WB) 
Dr.  Kildare’s  Crisis  (M-G-M)  . . 
Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home 

(M-G-M)  

Doomed  to  Die  (Mono) 

Down  Argentine  Way  (20-Fox) 
Dreaming  Out  Loud  (RKO) . . . 
Drums  of  the  Desert  (Mono)  . . 

Dulcy  (M-G-M)  

Durango  Kid,  The  (Col) 

E 

Earl  of  Puddlestone  (Rep)  

East  of  the  River  (FN) 

Ellery  Queen,  Master  Detec- 
tive (Col)  

Escape  (M-G-M)  

Escape  to  Glory  (Col) 

F 

Fantasia  (Disney)  
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12+ 

Fargo  Kid  (RKO)  + 

Father  Is  a Prince  (FN) ± 

Fight  for  Life,  The  (Col) 

Five  Little  Peppers  In 

Trouble  (Col)  ± 

Flight  Command  (M-G-M) 4+ 

Flowing  Gold  (WB)  ± 

Foreign  Correspondent  (UA) . . 44 

Four  Mothers  (WB) 4+ 

Four  Sons  (20th-Fox) 44 

Friendly  Neighbors  (Rep) ± 

Frontier  Vengeance  (Univ) ....  o 
Fugitive  From  Justice  (FN) ...  ± 

Fugitive  From  a Prison  Camp 
(Col)  


G 

Gallant  Sons  (M-G-M) -[- 

Gay  Caballero,  The  (20th-Fox) 

Girl  From  Avenue  A (20th-rox) 

Girl  From  Havana  (Rep) ± 

Girls  Under  21  (Col) — 

Give  Us  Wings  (Univ) — 

Glamour  for  Sale  (Col) ± 

Go  West  (M-G-M) -f 

Golden  Fleecing,  The  (M-G-M) 

Golden  Gloves  (Para) -)- 

Great  Dictator,  The  (UA) 4I 

Great  McGinty,  The  (Para) ....  44 

Great  Plane  Robbery  (Col) ....  ± 

Great  ProfUe,  The  (20th-Fox) . + 

Gun  Code  (PRC)  


H 

Haunted  Honeymoon  (M-G-M)  -f 
Her  First  Romance  (Mono) . . . 

Ho  Stayed  for  Breakfast  (Col)  4+ 

Hired  Wife  (Univ)  44 

Hit  Parade  of  1941  (Rep) -|- 

Hold  That  Woman  (PRC) -f 

Howards  of  Virginia  (Col) ....  44 

Hudson’s  Bay  (20th-Fox) 

Hullabaloo  (M-G-M)  -)- 

1 

1 Love  You  Again  (M-G-M) ...  4f 
I Married  Adventure  (Col) ....  -f- 

I Want  a Divorce  (Para) -f 

I’m  Nobody’s  Sweetheart 

Now  (Univ)  -|- 

I’m  Still  Alive  (RKO) zp 

I 

Jennie  (20th-Fox)  -|- 

E 

Kit  Carson  (UA)  4- 

Kitty  Foyle  (RKO) 44 

Knute  Rockne — All  American 

(WB)  44 

L 

Laddie  (RKO)  qr 

Lady  in  Question,  The  (Col) . . -j- 

Lady  With  Red  Hair  (WB)  . . . 4- 

Laughing  at  Danger  (Mono) ...  -|- 

Law  and  Order  (Univ) ± 

Leather  Pushers,  The  (Univ)  . . -f- 

Letter,  The  (FN) 44 

Let’s  Make  Music  (RKO) -|- 

Ll’l  Abner  (RKO)  + 
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■HVery  Good;  + Good;  — Fair;  Mediocre;  — Poor;  =Very  Poor 


In  the  summary  +f  is  tated  as  2 pluses;  = as  2 minuses. 


Title  Distr. 

Little  Bit  of  Heaven  (Univ)  . . . 

Little  Men  (RKO) 

Little  NeUle  Kelly  (M-G-M)  . . . 

I.one  Star  Raiders  (Rep) 

Lone  ATolf  Keeps  a Date  (Col) 

Lonsr  Vojasre  Home  (DA) 

Love  Thy  Neighbor  (Para) .... 
Lucky  Partners  (RKO) 

M 

Man  I .Alarried  (20th-Fox) 

Margie  (Univ)  

Mark  of  Zorro,  The  (20th-Fox) 

Meet  the  Missns  (Rep) 

Jleet  the  Wildcat  fDnlv) 

Melody  and  Moonlight  (Rep) . . 

Melody  Ranch  (Rep) 

Men  Against  the  Sky  (RKO) . . 
Mexican  Spitfire  Ont  West 

(RKO)  

Misbehaving  Husbands  (P-R-C) 

Missing  People  (Mono) 

Money  and  the  Woman  ( WB) . 

Moon  Over  Burma  (Para) 

.Mortal  Storm,  The  (M-G-M).. 
Mommy’s  Hand,  The  (Dniv) . . 
Murder  Over  New  York 

(2()th-rox)  

Mystery  Sea  Raider  (Para).... 

N 

Night  at  Karl  Carroll’s  (Para) 

Night  Train  (20th-Fox) 

Nobody’s  Children  (Col) 

No,  No,  Nanette  (RKO) 

No  Time  for  Comedy  (FN) .... 
North  West  Mounted  Police 
(Para)  

o 

Oklahoma  Renegades  (Rep) . . . 
OP  Swlmmin’  Hole  (Mono) .... 

On  the  Spot  (Mono) 

One  Crowded  Night  (RKO) . . . 

One  Million  B.  C.  (DA) 

One  Night  in  the  Tropics 
(Dniv)  

P 

Passport  to  Alcatraz  (Col) 

Pastor  Hall  (DA) 

Phantom  of  Chinatown  (Mono) 
Philadelphia  Story  (M-G-M) . . 

Pier  13  (20th-Fox) 

Play  Girl  (RKO)  

Pony  Post  (Dniv)  

Prairie  Law  (RKO) 

Prairie  Schooners  (Col) 

Pride  and  Prejudice  (M-G-M) . 
Public  Deb  No.  1 (20th-Fox) . . 

Q 

Quarterback,  The  (Para) 

Queen  of  Destiny  (RKO) 

Qneen  of  the  Yukon  (Mono)  . . . 

R 

Ragtime  Cowboy  Joe  (Dniv) . . 
Ramparts  We  Watch  (RKO)  . . 

Range  Busters  (Mono) 

Rangers  of  Fortune  (Para) .... 
Remedy  for  Riches  (RKO) .... 
Return  of  Frank  James  (20-Fox) 
Rhythm  on  the  River  (Para) . . 
Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride  (Rep) . 
River’s  Fnd  (WB) 

s 

Sandy  Gets  Her  Man  (Dniv) . . . 
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Title  Distr. 

San  Francisco  Docks  (Dniv) . . 

Santa  Fe  Trail  (FN) 

Safari  (Para)  

Sandy  Is  a I.ady  (Dniv) 

Sea  Hawk,  The  (WB) 

Second  Chorus  (Para) 

Secret  Seven  (Col)  

Seven  Sinners  (Dniv) 

Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot  (Rep) 

Sky  Murder  (M-G-M) 

Slightly  Tempted  (Dniv) 

So  You  Won’t  Talk  (Col) 

Son  of  Monte  Cristo  (DA) 

South  to  Karanga  (Dniv) 

South  of  Suez  (WB) 

Spring  Parade  (Dniv) 

Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor 

(RKO)  

Street  of  Memories  (20th-Fox) . 
.Strike  Dp  the  Band  (M-G-M) . 

T 

Take  Me  Back  to  Okla.  (Mono) 
Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again 

(Para)  

Texas  Terrors  (Rep) 

That  Gang  of  Mine  (Mono)  .... 
They  Drive  by  Night  (FN).... . 
They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

(RKO)  

Thief  of  Bagdad  (DA) 

Third  Finger,  I.eft  Hand 

(M-G-M)  

Three  Men  From  Texas  (Para) 
Thundering  Frontier  (Col) .... 

Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox) 

Too  Many  Girls  (RKO) 

Torpedo  Raider  (Mono) 

Trail  Blazers  (Rep) 

Trail  of  the  Vigilantes  (Dniv) . 
Trailin’  Double  Trouble  (Mono) 

Triple  Justice  (RKO)  

Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again 

(FN)  

Tnisa  Kid,  The  (Rep) 


U 

C’nder  Texas  Skies  (Kep) 
Up  in  the  Air  (Mono) . . . . 

V 


t'ictory  (Para)  

Villain  ^tllt  Pursued  Her, 
The  (RKO)  


W 

Wagon  Train  (RKO)  

Wagons  Westward  (Rep) 

West  of  Abilene  (Col) 

West  of  Pinto  Basin  (Mono) . . 
Where  Did  You  Get  That  Girl 

(Univ)  

Westerner,  The  (DA) 

Who  Is  Guilty?  (Mono) 

Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie? 

(Kep)  

Wildcat  Bus  (RKO)  

World  in  Flames  (Para) 

Wyoming  (.M-G-M)  


Y 

Yesterday’s  Heroes  (20th-Fox) 

Young  BUI  Hickok  (Rep) 

You’ll  Find  Out  (RKO) 

Young  People  (20th-Fox) 

Youth  Will  Be  Served 

(20th-Fox)  

Yukon  Flight  (Mono) 


9 

a ^ 

a Z 

*s 

0 

"S 

Q 

1- 

r 

h 

cr 

0 

0 

g 

£ E 

*u 

© d 

S 

Ps‘ 

= 1 

A 

s* 

Jw  * 

ojH 

z 

s 

S> 

(0 

+ 

zb 

+ 

+ 

6+  3— 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

12+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

H-i-  5— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  3— 

H 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

13+  1— 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

0 

44 

44 

13+ 

zb 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

6+  6— 

b: 

+ 

b: 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

9+  2— 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  3- 

b: 

— 

+ 

0 

= 

= 

4+  8- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  6— 

— 

zb 

b: 

+ 

— 

6+  7- 

+ 

44 

+ 

44 

10-j-  4— 

-4 

- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

7+  1- 

+ 

zb 

5+  4— 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

■H- 

44 

44 

15+ 

+ 

+ 

zb 

+ 

+ 

8+  4-- 

b: 

— 

+ 

0 

5+  6— 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

r;: 

6+  4— 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4+  1- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

6+  4- 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

14+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

14+  1— 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+ 

— 

— 

3+  5— 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

+ 

zb 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

13+  1— 

+ 

2+  1- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

0 

4+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

12+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

0 

+ 

zb 

6+  2— 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  1- 

+ 

b: 

bz 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  3— 

± 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

±2 

7+  3- 

+ 

± + + 

+ 

6+  1- 

+ 

± + 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  1- 

+ 

± + 

+ 

44 

+ 

7+  1- 

Hh 

+ - - ± 

0 

5+  7- 

+ 

+ 

0 

+ 

+ 

6+  1- 

+ 

+ 

zb 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

7+  3- 

+ 

+ 

4+  2- 

+ 

+ 

0 

44 

7+  3- 

0 

+ 

+ 

2+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

12+  1— 

— 

4+  5- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

8+  1- 

b: 

= 

4+  8- 

+ 

++ 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

«+ 

4 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

+ 

+ 

9+  1- 

+ 

zb 

zb 

+ 

6+  4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

6+  2- 

44 

44 

44 

+ 

44 

44 

44 

44 

16+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

44 

44 

+ 

+ 

+ 

10+ 

zb 

+ 

+ 

— 

+ 

7+  6- 

+ 

+ 

3+  1- 

86 


BOXOFFICE  ::  December  28,  1940 


Numeral  is  production  number.  Running:  time  follows  title.  First  date  is  national 
release,  second  the  date  of  review  in  BOXOFFICE;  both  1940  unless  otherwise 
specified.  The  symbol  between  the  dates  Is  rating:  from  the  BOXOFFICE  review: 
ff  Very  good,  -)-  Good,  ± Fair,  ip  Mediocre,  — Poor,  = Very  Poor.  Indicates  short 
of  the  week.  © Indicates  Technicolor. 


Shott6  ^katt 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Rel.  Rat- 
Date  ing  Rev’d 


Columbia 


2425. 

1435. 

2434. 

2423. 

1438. 


ABE-STAR  COMEDIES 
.Blondes  and  Blunders  (16).  11-29 
.Boobs  in  the  Woods  (17)  . . 5-31 
.Bundle  of  Bliss,  A (18)..  11-  1 

..Cold  Turkey  (16) 10-18 

.Fireman  Save  My  Choo- 

Choo  (18)  8-  9 

1437..  His  Bridal  Fright  (16)...  7-12 
2426.  .His  Ex  Marks  the  Spot 

(..)  12-13 

2421.  .Pleased  to  Mitt  You  (18)..  9-  6 

1421..  5.inny  the  Moodier  (ley.)  9-  8 

1434..  50.th  of  the  Boudoir  (18).  5-17 

2422..  5.ook  Speaks,  The  (18)...  9-20 

1436..  Taming  of  the  Snood  (16).  6-28 
9437.  .Trouble  Finds  Andy 

Clyde  (18)  7-28 

CINESCOPES 

2972.  .Floating  Elephants  (8)  . . .10-  4 

2971..  Hobby  Lobby  (11) 8-30 

2972.  .Industrial  Green  Island 

(10)  9-20 

2973..  Nice  Work  If  You 

Can  Do  It  (9)  11-8 

1975.  .Odd  Vacations  (8%) 6-16 

2974 . . Unique  Industry  ( . . ) 12-19 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 
(In  Technicolor) 

2505.  .A  Helping  Paw  (7) 1-  7 

1510..  Egg  Hunt,  The  (7y2) 5-31 

2502..  ©Mr.  Elepliant  Goes  to 

Town  (7(4)  10-  4 

2501.  .Tangled  Television  (7%)..  8-30 

1512  

2504 
1511 


12-  7 
7-22 


+ 8-31 


+ 


+ 


1754 

2751 

2752 

2753 

1755 


6-15 

10-19 


10-19 

9-21 


-1-  11-23 


'I’imid  Pup,  The  (8) 8-1 

Wise  Owl  (7) 12-  6 

Ye  Olde  Swap  Shoppe  (7(4)  6-28 
COLUMBIA  TOURS 
2556.  .Beautiful  British  Colum- 
bia (..)  12-20 

2551 . .Historic  Virginia  (Andre  de 
la  Varre  Productions) 

(10)  8-16 

1558 . . In  the  Land  of  Pagodas 

(9)  6-14 

2554 . . Islands  of  the  West 

Indies  (10)  10-25 

2653..  01d  and  New  Arizona 

(Special)  (9)  9-27 

2.552..  5avoy  in  the  Alps  (I>a 

Varre  Productions)  (10).  9-13 

2555 . . Sojourn  in  Havana 

(LaVarre  Prod.)  (9)  . . . .11-25  ± 
COMMUNITY  SING 
16.56.  .No.  6 (Medley  of  Hits) 

(10)  6-28 

2651.  .No.  1. . (Jolly  Tunes — D. 

Baker  (10)  10-  2 

2652.  .No.  2. . (Popular  Songs — D. 

Baker  (10)  11-8  4- 

2653.  .No.  3.  . (Melodies  That  Lin- 

ger—D.  Baker)  (10) 12-13 

FABLES  CARTOONS 
.Barnyard  Babies  (7(4)....  6-14 
.Farmer  Tom  Thumb  (6)..  9-27  -|- 
...10-25  = 


6-15 


10-19 
8-31 
12-  7 


■H- 


+f 


8-31 

10-19 


Mouse  Meets  Lion  (6) 

Paunch  ’n’  Judy  (6) 12-13 

Pooch  Parade  (6) 7-19 

PHANTASIES  CARTOONS 
2702 . . Happy  Holidays  (6)  . 10-25 

1706..  News  Odilities  (6) ...  7-19 

17.56..  Peep  in  the  Deep,  A (6(4)  8-23  -(- 

2701..  5.hool  Boy  Dreams  (5)...  9-24  -4- 

2704..  Tom  Thumb’s  Brother 

(..)  1-17 

2703 . . Wallflower,  The  ( . . ) 11-29 

QUIZ  REELS 

2601..  Take  It  or  Leave  It  (9(4).  11-22 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 

1858..  No.  8 (10) 6-  7 

Cowboy  Jubilee. 

1859..  No.  9 (10) 7-10 

Ken  Murray. 

I860.  . No.  10  (9) 8-10 

Jack  Oakle. 

2851..  No.  1 (10) 9-  6 

Ken  Murray. 

2852..  No.  2 (9) 10-18  o 11-23 

Don  Wilson. 

2853..  No.  3 (9) 11-22  ± 12-  7 

SPECIAL  (HAPPY-HOUR) 

2441.  .Puss  in  Boots  (reissue) 

(40)  11-21  

SPORT  REELS 

2803..  Ali  the  Giant  Killer  (..)..  12-27  .... 

1809..  Canvas  Capers  (11) 7-19 

Hunting  WUd  Deer  (9)... 11-22  = 12-  7 

2801.  .Master  of  Cue  With  WUUe 

Hoppe  (9)  9-20  + 10-19 

1808..  5.ving  Strokes  AVith  Sam 

Snead  (10)  6-28  

1807..  5.ort  of  Kings  (10) 5-24  ± 7-6 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

2403..  Cuckoo  Cavaliers  (17) ....  11-15  ± 

2401..  From  Nurse  to  Worse  (16)  8-23  -|- 

1408.  .How  High  Is  Up  (16) 7-16  = 

2402.  .No  Census,  No  Peeling  (16)  10-  4 

1407..  Nutty  But  Nice  (18) 6-14 


12-  7 
8-31 
8-  3 


8-  3 


WASHINGTON  PARADE 
Series  2 

1905.  .No.  5 (The  Archives)  (11)  . 7-  4 

1906..  No.  6 (Our  Nat’l  Defense) 

(10)  8-30 

3 

2901..  No.  1 (The  Mint)  (10) 10-25 

2902.  .No.  2 (U.  S.  Military  Acad- 

emy) (Special)  (..).... 11-28 

2903.  .No.  3 (U.  S.  Nav^  Acad- 

emy) (Special)  (..) 12-20 


MetTO-Goldwyn-Mayei 


P-  5 

P-201 
P-  6 
P-815. 
P-  4, 


T-214. 

'r-211 


T-212 


T-213. 
T-  62 


M-231 


W-  90. 


CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

. Buyers  Beware  (20) 8-17  ff  9-7 

.^Eyes  of  the  Navy  (20).  10-26  (j-  10-26 

.Soak  the  Old  (20) 8-24  ± 9-28 

.Think  FVrst  (21) 9-9  

.Women  in  Hiding  (22)....  6-22  ± 7-6 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 
(In  Technicolor) 

.Beautiful  Bali  (9) 11-23  zp  12-14 

.Capitol  City,  The — Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  (9) 9-  7 If  9-7 

.Cavalcade  of  San  I’ran- 

cisco  (9)  9-28  9-28 

.Old  New  Mexico  (10) 10-20  -j-  11-  9 

.Suva,  Pride  of  Fiji  (9)....  6-  8 ip  6-8 
MINIATURES 

.Rodeo  Dough  (10)  (Sepia)  10-  9 it:  12-14 
M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

(Technicolor) 

. Bookworm  Turns,  The 


(8)  

. . 7-20 

-t- 

8-31 

W-  94.. Gallopin’  Gals  (8). 

. . 10-26 

+ 

11-  9 

W-  93 . . Homeless  Flea,  'The 

(8). 

. .10-12 

■H- 

12-  7 

W'-241.  .Lonesome  Stranger 

(9).. 

. .11-23 

+f 

12-  7 

W-  89..MUky  Way,  The  (8) 

. . 6-22 

+ 

7-  6 

W-  92 . . Papa  Gets  the  Bird 

(8). 

..9-7 

9-28 

W-  91.. Romeo  in  Rhythm 
W-  88.. 'Tom  'Turkey  (7)... 

(8).. 

. . 8-10 

9-  7 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  'Twice  Weekly 
OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 


C-138.  .Bubbling  Troubles  (11) 

5-25 

7-  6 

C-293..Goin’  Fishin’  (10) 

10-26 

11-  9 

11-23 

C-291..Good  Bad  Boys  (11) 

9-  7 

+ 

9-  7 

C-294.  .Kiddie  Kure  (11) 

11-23 

C-137..New  Pupil,  The  (11) 

4-27 

4-27 

10-23 

12-  7 

C-292.  .Waldo’s  Last  Stand  (11).. 

PASSING  PARADE 
(New  Series) 
K-281.  .American  Spoken  Here 

10-  5 

12-  7 

(Sepia)  (10)  

K-126.  .Baron  and  the  Rose,  The 

11-30 

++ 

12-  7 

(11)  

9-  7 

ft- 

9-28 

K-128.  .Dreams  (10)  

11-16 

-f 

12-14 

K-127.  .utopia  of  Death  (10) 

K-124..Way  in  the  Wilderness, 

1(>-12 

+ 

11-  9 

11-23 

A (10)  (Sepia) 6-22 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 
S-110..Cat  College  (9)  (Sepia)..  6-29 

-f 

7-  6 

S-113.  .Football  Thrills  of  1939  (10) 

9-21 

ft- 

9-28 

S-112.  .Please  Answer  (9)^' 

S-201.  .^^Quicker’n  a Wink 

8-24 

ff 

9-  7 

10-19 

(Sepia)  (9)  

10-12 

-H 

12-  7 

12-  7 

S-262 . .Wedding:  Dills  (10) 

s-lOy.  . What’s  Vour  1.  Q,?  No.  2 

11-30 

-tl 

12-  7 

(9)  

SPECIAL 

6-10 

7-  6 

.V-151.  .^^©Flag  Speaks.  The  (19) 

6-14 

W 

5-  4 

Paramount 

ANIMATED  ANTICS 
HO-4.. Bring  Himself  Back  Alive 


(7)  

,12-20 

12-21 

HO-1.. Dandy  Lion,  The  (7) 

9-20 

10-  6 

HO-3.. Mommy  Loves  Puppy  (7) 

.11-29 

-t- 

12-  7 

o 12-  7 

HO-2.. Sneak,  Snoop  & Snitch  (7)  10-26 
BENCHLEY  COMEDIES 
.SO-  1 . . Trouble  With  Husbands 

11-23 

(11)  

COLOR  CLASSICS 
(In  Technicolor) 

CO 

1 

-t4 

12-  7 

± 8-31 

C9-4..Klck  In  'Time,  A (7) 

5-17 

-f- 

5-18 

C9-5 .. Snubbed  by  a Snob  (7)... 
C9-6.  .You  Can’t  Shoe  a Horse- 

7-19 

+ 

8-31 

fly  (7)  

8-23 

+ 

8-24 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

K9-7.  .Pacific  Paradise  (10) 6-21 

FASCINATING  JOURNEYS 
(Technicolor) 

MO-  1 . . ^River  Thames — Yester- 
day (10)  

FLEISCHER  CARTOONS 
FFO-1.  .Raggedy  Ann 

GABBY  CARTOONS 
GO-  2 .. Constable,  The  (7).... 

GO-  l..Klng  for  a Day  (7).... 

HEADLINER 

A9-  9.  .Blue  Barron  and  His 

Orchestra  (10)  

AO-  3.. Johnny  Messner  and 

Orch.  (11)  13-13 

AO-  2.. Listen  to  Larry  (10).. 

AO-  1 . . ^Moments  of  Charm  of 

1941  (10)  

A9-10.  .Pinky  Tomlin  and  Orch. 


11-  8 
INS 

-H- 

11-23 

12-20 

++ 

12-21 

11-15 

-f 

11-23 

10-18 

+ 

10-26 

5-31 

+ 

6-22 

12-13 

-4 

12-21 

10-25 

+ 

10-26 

9-13 

++ 

10-  5 

Prod. 

Rel. 

Rat- 

No.  Title 

Date 

ing 

Rev’d 

(11)  

7-19 

+ 

8-31 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 
Released  Twice  Weekly. 

PARAGRAPHICS 

V9-  9.. Dangerous  Dollars  (11).. 

. 6-28 

VO-  1.. Nature’s  Nursery  (10).... 
V9-10.  .Paramount  Pictorial 

10-11 

10-26 

No.  2 (11) 

9-  9 

8-24 

VO-  2.. Seeing:  Is  Believing-  (11)., 

11-22 

+ 

12-  7 

V9-  8.  .©Television  Preview  (10). 

5-17 

5-18 

(Lanny  Ross-Ted  Huslng) 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

E9-10.. Doing  Impossikible  Stunts 

(7)  

. 8-  2 

-1- 

8-17 

EO-  4.. Eugene,  the  Jeep  (7).... 

.12-13 

12-  7 

E9-  9 . . Fightin’  Pals  (8) 

B8-ll..It’8  the  Natural  Thing  to 

. 7-12 

f) 

8-17 

Do  (7)  

. 7-28 

8-26 

EO-  2.. My  Pop,  My  Pop  (7) 

.10-18 

10-26 

E9-  8.. Nurse  Mates  (7)  

. 6-21 

E9-  6.. Onion  Pacific  (7) 

EO-  1.  .Popeye  Meets  WiUlam 

. 5-24 

-1- 

6-22 

TeU  (7)  

, 9-20 

■H 

10-  5 

E9-12.  .Puttin’  on  the  Act  (7)... 
E9-11.  .Wimmln’  Hadn’t  Oughta 

, 8-30 

+ 

8-24 

Drive  (7)  

. 8-16 

-f 

8-24 

EO-  3.. With  Poopdeck  Pappy  (7) 

11-15 

o 

12-  7 

POPD1.AR  SCIENCE 

(In  Cinecolor) 

J9-6..(ll)  

6-28 

JO-1..  (11)  

, 9-  6 

4- 

10-  6 

JO-2.. (10)  

.11-  1 

+ 

12-  7 

JO-3.. (10)  

. 1-  3 

+ 

12-21 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 

LIGHTS 

RO-  1.. Diving  Demons  (10) 

, 9-  6 

•H- 

10-  6 

RO-  5.. Feminine  Fitness  (10).... 

. 1-10 

+ 

12-21 

RO-  4.. Marine  Roundup  (10) 

.12-  6 

+ 

12-  7 

RO-  3.  .Motorcycle  Stunting  (10). 
RO-  2 . . Sporting  Everglades,  The 

11-  8 

-1- 

11-23 

(10)  

,10-  4 

++ 

11-  9 

R9-13..Sink  or  Swim  (10) 

7-12 

STONE  AGE  CARTOONS 

B9-  5.  . Foul  Ball  Player,  The 

(7)  

5-24 

-4- 

6-22 

B9-  9..Fulla  Bluff  Man,  The  (7). 

8-  9 

8 24 

B9-  3 . Granite  Hotel  (7) 

4-26 

5-18 

BO-11.  .Pedagogical  Institution  (7) 
BO-10.  .Springtime  in  the  Rock- 

9-13 

age  (7)  

8-30 

B9-6..Ugly  Dlno,  The  (7) 

B9-  4.. Way  Back  When  a Night 

6-14 

Club  Was  a Stick  (7)... 

5-16 

B9-  8.  .W’ay  Back  When  a Razz- 

berry  AVas  a Fruit  (7).. 

7-26 

+ 

8-17 

B9-12.  .Way  Back  When  AVomen 

Had  Their  Weigh  (7)... 

9-27 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 

(In  Color) 

1.9-5.. No.  5 (10)  

5-31 

4- 

5-t8 

1,9-6.. No.  6 (11) 

. 8-  2 

-H- 

8-17 

L0-1..NO.  1 (11) 

9-  7 

-t- 

10-  5 

L0-2..NO.  2 (11) 

11-29 

+ 

12-  7 

RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 

(In  Technicolor) 

1-24 

04,105.  .Billposters  (8) 

5-17 

-1- 

h-ih 

04.107.. Bone  Trouble  (9) 

6-28 

04J09.  .Donald’o  Vacation  (8)... 

8-  9 

ft- 

8-io 

04, 114.. Fire  Chief  (..) 

11-22 

-H- 

12-14 

04,113 ..  Goofy’s  Glider  (8) 

11-  1 

+ 

12-14 

04.106..  Mr.  Duck  Steps  Out  (8).. 

04.112..  Mr.  Mouse  Takes  a Trip 

6-  7 

(8)  

11-  1 

+ 

11-23 

12-27 

04,110.  .Pluto’s  Dream  House  (8). 

8-30 

-1- 

9-21 

04,108.  .Put-Put  Trouble  (7) 

7-19 

04,111.  .Window  Cleaners  (8) 

9-20 

++ 

10-26 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 

13,401.. Sunk  by  the  Census  (18). 

9-  6 

9-21 

0.3,405.  .’Taint  Legal  (16) 

.5-24 

04,402.  .Trailer  Traged.v  (17) 

10-18 

+ 

11-  9 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

0.3.704.  .Bested  by  a Beard  (20)... 

7-26 

13,701.. He  Asked  for  It  (18) 

9-27 

9-21 

13,702.  .Tattle  Tale  vision  (19) 

11-29 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

03,111.. No.  11  (18) 

6-  7 

-f 

6-22 

The  U.  S.  Navy. 

0.3,112.. No.  12  (17) 

8-  2 

+ 

8-10 

Spoils  of  Conquest. 

03,113.. ONo.  13  (20) 

8-24 

•H- 

8-31 

Gateways  to  Panama. 

13,101.. No.  1 (19) 

9-13 

■14 

9-21 

On  Foreign  Newfronts. 

13,102.. No.  2 (18) 

10-  4 

+ 

10-19 

Britain’s  R.  A.  F. 

1.3,103.. No.  3 (19) 

10-25 

10-26 

Mexico,  Good  Neighbor’s 
Dilemma. 

13,104.. No.  4 (19) 

11-22 

+ 

12-  7 

Arms  and  the  men. 

PATHE  INFORMATION  PLEASE 

04.210..  No.  10  (11) 5-17  4+ 

04.211..  No.  11  (10) 6-14  ± 

04.212..  UNo.  12  (12) 7-12  4+ 

04.912  . No.  13  (11) 8-9  4- 

14.201..  No.  1 (11) 9-16  ± 


6-22 

6- 15 

7- 13 

8- 10 
9-21 
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BOXOFFICE 


December  28,  1940 


WHAT'S  IN  THE  NEWSREELS 


No. 


Title 


Date  insr  Itev’d 


TUESDAY,  DECEMBEK  17 
Movietone  News,  No.  29 
British  ship  in  Montevideo;  British  troops  in 
Egypt;  Vichy  cabinet  meets;  Lord  Lothian  rites; 
Windsor  in  Florida;  President  returns  from  cruise; 
launch  new  aircraft  carrier;  test  bomber;  train 
guardsmen  in  Alabama;  basketball;  hat  fashions. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  227 
Knudsen  urges  production  speed;  Windsor  in 
Florida;  launch  new  aircraft  carrier;  services  for 
Lord  Lothian;  British  cruiser  in  Montevideo;  bas- 
ketball ; Florida  golf. 

Paramount  News,  No.  32 
Basketball;  Miami  golf;  funeral  of  Lord  Lo- 
thian; test  new  bomber;  launch  aircraft  carrier; 
Kentucky  troops  in  maneuvers;  Knudsen  urges  de- 
fense production  speedup;  Roosevelt  returns  from 
cruise;  Windsor  in  Florida;  refugees  arrive. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  32 
Services  for  Lord  Lothian;  test  new  army 
bomber;  Windsor  in  Miami;  Roosevelt  back  from 
cruise;  Knudsen  urges  speedier  production;  test 
new  bomber;  launch  aircraft  carrier;  store  drugs 
in  treasury  vault;  basketball. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  937 
Knudsen  on  defense  program  delay;  Roosevelt 
back  from  cruise;  rites  for  Lord  Lothian;  test 
bomber;  new  bridge  at  Fort  Knox;  launch  air- 
craft carrier;  jinx  club  celebrates  in  Philadelphia; 
golf  in  Miami;  basketball. 


THURSDAY,  DECEMBEK  19 

Movietone  News,  No.  30 
Canada  speeds  war  production;  Princess  Juliana 
in  Washington;  Buffalo  father  gives  six  sons  to 
army;  Windsors  return  to  Bahamas;  Mexico  hon- 
ors patron  saint;  Australian  woodsmen  salvage 
fire  ravaged  trees;  fashions  in  knitted  materials; 
college  fliers  train  in  ski-equipped  planes;  ama- 
teur boxing. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  228 
Submarine  school  has  largest  class;  govern- 
ment pays  tribute  to  Iroquois  Indians  at  Tono- 
wanda.  New  York;  Windsors  sail;  Princess  Juliana 
in  capital;  “immortality”  baby  goes  back  to  par- 
ents; skiing. 

Paramount  News,  No.  33 
Windsors  sail;  Mexicans  honor  patron  saint; 
train  wreck  in  Mexico;  Canadians  buy  stamps  to 
raise  funds  for  purchase  of  bombs;  R.  A.  F.  school 
trains  bombardiers;  elephant  a problem  to  army 
enlistment  officials;  defense  officials  study  delay 
in  production,  charges  fly;  skiing. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  33 
Dutch  princess  at  White  House;  labor  chiefs 
pledge  defense  support;  Buffalo  family  gives  six 
sons  to  army;  swear  in  new  F.  H.  A.  chief;  skiing 
in  Utah;  plastic  industry  reaches  a new  high; 
amateur  boxing. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  938 
Labor  chiefs  pledge  defense  aid;  38  die  in  Mexi- 
can train  wreck;  Windsors  sails  back  to  Nassau: 
army  gets  new  searchlights;  Dutch  princess  visits. 


Prod. 

No. 


Title 


Kel.  Kat- 
Date  ing  Key’d 


Prod. 
N t>. 


Title 


Kei.  liat- 
Date  iiig  Key’d 


+ 10-26 
-I-  11-23 


7-  5 

9-21 

6-  7 

9-27 

+ 

10-26 

8-30 

9-21 

11-22 

■H- 

12-14 

6-21 

10-25 

-1- 

11-23 

8-  2 

-H 

9-21 

9-13 

9-21 

10-11 

10-26 

11-  8 

+ 

11-23 

KRNS 

+ 

12-14 

11-  8 

o 

11-23 

6-14 

+ 

8-10 

8-16 

6-24 

-t- 

6-16 

8-10 

7-19 

-t- 

8-10 

14.202..  No.  2 (10) 10-4 

14.203..  No.  3 (10) 11-  1 

14.204..  No.  4 (11) 11-29 

PAIBE  NEWS 
(Released  'rwiee  Weekly) 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

03.205 ..  Goodness,  a Ghost  (16)...  7-5 

PATHE  SPOKTSCOPE 

04.312.  .Arrow  Points  (8) 7-5 

04.311 ..  ^Hurdle  Hoppers  (9)....  6-  7 

14.302.  .Kentucky  Royalty  (9) 9-27 

14,301.  .Quail  Quest  (9) 8-30 

14.304..  Snow  Fun  (9) 11-22 

04,611.  .Streamlined  (9)  6-21 

14.303.  .Sportsman’s  Partner  (9).. 10-25 

04.313.  .Trouble  Shooter  (9) 8 

PICTURE  PEOPLE 

14.401..  No.  1 (10) 

14.402..  No.  2 (9) 

14.403..  No.  3 (10) 11-  8 

14.404..  No.  4 (10) 

RAY  W’H1T1.EY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

13.501..  Bar  Buckaroos  (16) 11-  8 

03,504.  .Corralling  a Schoolmarm 

(20)  

KEELISMS 
(New  Series) 

04,613.  .Hats  (9)  8-16 

01.610.  .Stray  I.amb  (8) 5-24 

04.611.  .Streamlined  (9)  8-10 

04.612..  Week  End  (9) 7-19 

20th  Century-Fox 

adventures  of  a news  cameraman 

0201 ..  Conquering  the  Colorado 

(11)  8-18  +4. 

1201 . . y Midget  Motor  Mania 

„ (10)  11-8  If  10-19 

0204.  .Sanctuary  of  the  Seals  (9)  6-7  4-  6-22 

BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOT— RIPLEY 
1601.  .Acquitted  by  the  Sea  (10)  9-27  U 10-19 

ED  THOKGEKSEN— SPORTS 

0306. . Aelion  on  Ice  (9) 7-19  .... 

1303.  .Bowling  for  Strikes  (10).. 12-20  -|-  10-19 

1302..  Lure  of  the  Trout  (9) 10-11  -j-  12-  7 

1301 . .g) Vacation  Time  In  Florida 

(8)  8-10  ± 

FATHER  HUBBARD’S  ALASKAN 
ADVENTURES 

1101..  Eskimo  Trails  (10) 8-  2 -f- 

1103..  1.le  of  Mystery  (10) 10-25 

FASHIONS 
(In  Technicolor) 

0603 ..  Fashion  Forecasts  No.  7 

(8)  

0604.  .Fusion  Forecasts  No.  8 

(8)  

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  'Twice  Weekly 
LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE  PUSS 
PARADE 

0404.  .Cheerio  My  Dears  (9)....  7-  6 
1401.  .Grunters  and  Groaners  (8).  8-30  -| 

1402..  Tale  of  Butch  the  Parrot, 

The  ( . . ) 12-6 

LOWEIE  THOMAS  MAGIC  CARPET 

1102 ..  ^Florida,  Land  of  Flowers 

(9)  . 

101 8..  1.le  of  the  East  (9) 5-24 

1104..  01.  Dominion  State  (10) 

TERRY-TOONS 

1551..  ©Billy  Mouse’s  Akwakade 

(7)  

05.59.  .Catnip  Capers  (7) 5-31 

1501..  Club  Life  in  the  Stone 

Age  (7)  8-23 


8-19 


8-17 


8-17 


6-21 

6-21 


1503..  Happy  Haunting  Grounds 

(7)  10-18 

1553..  How  Wet  Was  3Iy  Ocean 

(7)  10-  4 

0517..  Love  in  a Cottage  (7)....  7-28  .... 

1554 . . Landing  of  the  Pilgrims 

(7)  11-  1 + 12-7 


10-19 


1552. 

1504. 

0514. 

1555 . 

0515. 

0516. 
0513. 

1505, 
1502. 

1556. 


.Luclcy  Duck,  The  (7) 9-6 

.Magic  Pencil,  The  (7) 11-15  -|- 

. Protessor  Offkeyskl  (7)....  6-14 

.©Plane  Goofy  (7) 11-29 

.Rover’s  Rescue  (7) 6-28 

.Rupert  the  Runt  (7) 7-12 

.Swiss  Ski  Yodelers  (7)....  6-17 

.Snow  Man,  Tlie  (7) 12-13 

.Touchdown  Demons  (7)...  9-20 
.©Temi>eramental  Lion,  'The 

(7)  12-27 


12  7 
6-  8 
12-  7 


-I  6-8 
± 10-19 


Universal 


LANTZ  CAK'TUNES 
(Technicolor) 

6241 . . Crazyhouse  (7|^)  9-23 

5243.  .Knock-Knock  (7)  11-25 

5242 . . ^Kecruitmg  Daze  (6)....  10-28 

5244 . . Syncopated  Sioux  (..)....  12-30 

GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  McNAMEE 


— 12-  7 

f+  11-  9 


4362.  .No.  77 

(9) 

5-27 

+ 

6-22 

4363..  No.  78 

(9) 

4364.  .No.  79 

(9) 

7-18 

-1- 

8-  3 

4365.  .No.  80 

iaVz) 

6351.. No.  81 

(9) 

— 

9-21 

5352.  .No.  82 

(9) 

6353.. No.  83 

(9) 

53.54.. No.  84 

(9) 

5355.. No.  85 

(9) 

5356.. No.  86 

(9) 

Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 


6202.. Alice  in  Movieland  (20).. 
6202  Ed  Sullivan’s  Hollywood 

.11-16 

12-  7 

(20)  

.11-16 

6201.. Just  a Cute  Kid  (20) 

.10-  5 

4008.  .Kide,  Cowboy,  Kicle  (20). 

. 9-  9 

6109. -OSpills  for  Thrills  (19). 

. 6-15 

++ 

8-  3 

5110.. Young  America  Flies  (20) 

. 8-  3 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 

(New  Series) 

'vUO..  Famous  Movie  Dogs  (10). 
5408 . . Mechanix  Illustrated 

. 7-27 

+ 

8-17 

No.  4 (10)  

. 6-29 

+ 

6-15 

5410.  .Movie  Dog  Stars  (10)... 

. 8-17 

5409.  Valley,  The  (8)  

. 7-20 

+ 

7-  6 

ELSA  SIAXWELL’S  BLUE 

RIBBON 

COMEDIES 

6101.  .Riding  Into  Society  (19). 

. 9-  7 

di 

8-31 

HOLLYWOOD  NOVELTY 

6301.  .Football  Thrills  (10) 

6303.  .Mexican  Jumping  Beans 

. 9-28 

+ 

8-31 

(10)  

.12-  7 

+ 

12-  7 

6302 . . Shark  Hunting  (10) 

.11-  9 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

6601 ..  Calling  Dr.  Porky  (7).... 

. 9-21 

5614.  .Chewin’  Bruin,  The  (7).. 

. 6-  8 

6-22 

5616.  .I'atient  Porky  (7) 

5615.  .Porky’s  Baseball  Broad- 

. 8-24 

ft- 

8-24 

cast  (7)  

. 7-  6 

ff 

7-  6 

6604 .. Porky’s  Hired  Hand  (7). 

.11-30 

5612.  .Porky’s  Poor  Fish  (7)... 

. 5-18 

6602.  .Prehistoric  Porky  (7) 

.10-12 

+ 

10-26 

6603 . . Sour  Puss  ( 7 ) 

.11-  2 

6605.  .Timid  Toreador  (7) 

5613.  .You  Ought  to  Be  in 

.12-21 

Pictures  (7)  

. 5-18 

-f 

5-18 

6.503. 

6502. 


5508 . 
6501 . 


MELODY  MASTERS 
.Jan  Garber  & Orch.  (10)..  11-23 
.Joe  Relchman  & Orch. 

(10)  10-26 

.Larry  Clinton  & Orclk  (10)  5-25 
..Matty  Malneck  & Band 

(10)  9-14  +1 

.5.509.  .Ozzie  Nelson  & Orch.  (10).  6-29  |j- 

5.510.. W’oody  Herman  & Orch. 

(10)  7-27 

MEKKIE  MELODIES 
(In  ’Technicolor) 

6706.  .Bedtime  for  Sniffles  (7).. 11-23 
5326.  .Ceiling  Hero  (7) 7-6 

5321..  Circus  'Today  (7) 6-22 

5323..  Egg  Collector  (7) 7-20 

5319.  .Gander  at  Mother  Goose 

(7)  6-25 

5.325..  Ghost  Wanted  (7) 8-10 

6104..  Good  Night  Elmer  (7) 10-26 

6703.  .Holiday  Highlight  (7) 10-12 

5322..  Little  Blabbermoiise  (7)..  7-  6 

6701..  Malibu  Beach  Party  (7)..  9-14 

6707..  0.  Fox  and  Hounds  (7).. 12-  7 

6708.. . 5.op,  Look  and  Listen 

(7)  12-21 

.5318.  .Sniffles  Takes  a Trip  (7).  6-11 
6702.  .Stagefright  (7)  

5320.  .Tom  Thumb  in  Trouble 

(7)  6-8 

6705..  Wacky  Wild  Life  (7) 11-  9 

5324 


8-24 
7-  6 


4-  7-6 


5-18 


-H- 


11  9 

8- 17 

9-  7 


9-28  + 11-  9 


.Wild  Hare,  A (7) 7-27 

SPORTS  PARADE 
(Color) 


+ 


6-15 

12-14 


SPECIAL  TWO  KEELERS 

5110..  5.ing  With  Bing  (19) 9-  4 ± 8-3 

stranger  THAN  FICTION 

4382..  No.  77  (9) 6-20  -f-  6-22 

4383..  No.  78  (9) 6-10  6-22 

4384..  No.  79  (9) 7-8  -j-  7-27 

4385..  No.  80  (9) 8-6  + 7-27 

6371.  .No.  81  (9) 9-16  + 9-21  5706. 

6372..  No.  82  (9) 10-  7 6706. 

6373.  .No.  83  (8) 11-4  

5374.  .No.  84  (9) 12-2  

5375..  No.  85  (9) 1-1  

5376.  .No.  86  (9) 2-5  

TWO  KEEL  MUSICALS  ngQ 

Beat  Me,  Da<ldy,  Eight  to 

the  Bar  ( . . ) 1-22  

The  Fashionaires  and  Cath-  1120 

lyn  IMiller. 

5221..  Class  in  Swing  (17) 9-11  .... 

5223.  .Congamania  (17)  10-16  ± 12-  7 973 

Jose  Cansino  Dancers, 

Eddie  Durant  & Orch.  ogi 


6402.. Dogs  You  Seldom  See  (10) 
6403.  .Diary  of  a Racing  Pigeon 

.11-  2 

+ 

8-31 

(10)  

.11-30 

+ 

12-  7 

6401.. Fly  Fishing  (10) 

TECHNICOLOR 

. 9-21 

H- 

10-26 

5006.  .Cinderella’s  Feller  (20).. 

. 6-  1 

+ 

6-15 

6001.  .Flag  of  Humanity  (20).. 

.10-19 

+ 

10-26 

6002.. March  on  Marines  (20).., 

, 12-14 

5007.. Pony  Express  Days  (80). 
5008.  .Service  With  the  Colors 

. 7-13 

+ 

7-  6 

(20)  

. 8-31 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 

.All  Girl  Revue  (10) 6-22 

.Radio  and  Relatives  (10)..  6-26 


Serials 


4231 . 

.Hawaiian  Rhythm  (17)....  7-17 

+ 

7-27 

. 7-  5 

Harry  Owens  and  His 

. 8-30 

+ 

s-ii 

4233. 

Royal  Hawaiians. 

.1  Dream  of  Jeanie  With  the 

082 

12-  6 

Light  Brown  Hair  (17) . 8-28 

9-21 

CARPET 

4110. 

.March  of  Freedom  (21)...  9-  6 

5781 

J 

4230. 

.Naughty  Nineties  (18)....  6-17 

ff 

7-  6 

. 9-13 

8-17 

5224. 

. Tickled  Pinky  ( . . ) 12-25 

J- 

6-  8 

Pinky  Tomlin,  Martha  Til- 

5881 

.11-22 

+ 

12-  7 

.5223 . 

ton  and  the  Pickard  Family. 
.Torrid  Tempos  (18) 11-27 

12-  7 

5681 

4232. 

.Varsity  Vanities  (17Vii)...  »-  7 

~r 

8-  3 

. 8-  9 

8-17 

Six  Bits  and  a Miss, 

. 5-31 

ff 

6-22 

Martha  Tilton. 

5581 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

. 8-23 

Released  Twice  Weekly 

7-27 


11-  9 


+ 6-8 


8-24 


COLUMBIA 

. .Deadwood  Dick  7-19 

15  Chapters.  Don  Doug- 
las, Lorna  Gray. 

. . Green  Archer,  The 10-25 

16  Chapters.  Victor  Jory, 

REPUBLIC 

..Adventures  of  Red  Ryder.  6-15 
Don  “Red”  Barry. 

. . King  of  the  Royal 

Mounted  9-20  ff 

12  Chapters.  Allan  Lane. 

. .Mysterious  Doctor  Satan  12-13  -|-  11-23 
16  Chapters.  Robert  Wilcox. 
UNIVERSAL 
. . Green  Hornet  Strikes 

Again  12-24  + 11-  9 

15  Chapters.  Warren  Hull. 

. . Sky  Raiders  4-8  .... 

12  Chapters. 

. .Junior  G-Men  9-  1 

12  Chapters.  Dead  End 
Kids,  Little  Tough  Guys. 

. . Winners  of  the  West 7-2 

13  Chapters.  Dick  Fo- 
ran,  Anna  Nagel. 


-I-  8-3 


T 6 11 
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BOXOFFICE  ::  December  28,  1940 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


* Classiiied  Ads  10c  Per  Word.  Payable  in  Advance. 


^leatlna  4^ouie 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


GRAB  THIS  ONE.  Pair  Motiograph 
De  Luxe  Projectors,  Peerless  Lamps,  Lar- 
ger! Sound,  double  channel  amplifier, 
lenses,  new  Da-Lite  screen.  Cash  price, 
no  trade,  $650.00.  WESTERN  THEATRE 
SUPPLY,  Omaha,  Neb.*- 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


RECTIFIER  BULBS— Fifteen  ampere, 
$5.75;  Fire  Extinguishers,  $2.95;  Projec- 
tor Oil,  gallon,  79c;  Powers  Intermittent 
Lubricant,  29c;  Jensen  Tweeters,  $14.95; 
Dupont  Washable  Soundscreens,  26 1/20 
square  foot.  Theatres  completely  equipped 
cheap.  S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP., 
NEW  YORK. 


SENSATIONALLY  LOW  PRICES  NOW 
IN  EFFECT.  “LIGHTMASTER”  one-kilo- 
watt projection  arc  lamps.  Unmistakably 
better  snow-white  projection  light.  “DUO 
SOUNDMASTER”  sound  heads,  with  the 
stabilizing  gyrofilter,  no-shock  starting,  in- 
stant lateral  adjustment;  amplifiers  with 
copper  sulphide  DC  exciter  lamp  supply 
and  calibrated  volume  control;  two-way 
horn  systems.  Write  for  complete  cata- 
logue new  and  reconditioned  sound  and 
projection  equipment.  SCOTT-BALLAN- 
TYNE  CO.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


AIR  CONDITIONING  PLANS  and  spec- 
ifications made  to  order  for  your  theatre 
from  architects’  building  plans  or  dimen- 
sioned sketches.  A complete,  unbiased 
analysis  of  your  requirements.  My  rea- 
sonable engineering  fee  may  save  you  mis- 
takes and  money.  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  926 
N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


THEATRE  GAMES 

BINGO  CARDS 

$2.00  per  thousand.  Lots  of  ten  thou- 
sand or  over — 25%  discount.  Cash  with 
order.  Die  cut  numbered  1 to  100  or  1 to 
75.  S.  Klous,  Boxoffice,  9 Rockefeller 
Plaza,  New  York  City. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 

NEW  CATALOG  of  35mm  Roadshow 
Attractions  for  outright  sale  only.  Any 
type  of  picture  you  want  from  $25.00  to 
$300.00.  Sex,  gangster,  horror,  westerns, 
action  pictures.  Like  new  prints.  (Men- 
tion Boxoffice)  . BUSSA  FILM  EX- 
CHANGE, FRIENDSHIP,  OHIO. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRE  at  Spring  Green,  Wis.  Good 
surrounding  farming  community  and 
small  towns.  No  competition.  Purchased 
or  leased.  Ben  B.  Poblocki  and  Sons 
Company,  2159  S.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

TWO  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  thea- 
tres. Separate  towns,  2,500  population 
each.  No  competition,  early  runs,  low 
rental  leases.  RCA  and  Western  Electric 
sound.  Owner.  B-1307,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

SUCCESSFUL;  MODERN  G.  E.  Refrig- 
eration, oil  heat.  248  seats,  7 days.  Twin- 
towns,  no  other  theatre.  Southwest  Mich- 
igan. $6,000  will  handle,  balance  to  suit. 
Building,  grounds,  furnishings  included. 
Have  other  business.  Charles  T.  Wolfe, 
White  Pigeon,  Michigan. 

LOUISBURG,  KANSAS — 2 banks;  low 
rent;  brick  building;  RCA  sound;  excel- 
lent booth  equipment;  200  Hey  wood  uphol- 
stered 9 spring  seats;  complete  factory- 
washed  air  cooling;  Neon  sign;  ticket  ma- 
chine; curtain,  screen,  etc.  Money  maker. 
$2,500,  part  cash.  C.  E.  Cook,  Tivoli  The- 
atre, Maryville,  Mo. 

FOR  SALE — Theatre  in  good  town.  No 
competition.  Best  equipment.  Special  price, 
$5,500.  300  seats,  1,200  population.  Lodi 

Theatre,  Lodi,  Wisconsin. 


SOUNDHEADS,  $9.95;  Amplifiers,  $9.95; 
Portable  Sound  Projectors,  $59.50;  Cut- 
awl,  $50.00;  Reflector  Arcs,  Rectifiers, 
$24.50;  Powers  Projectors,  $39.50;  Simplex 
Intermittents,  $6.95;  Lenses,  $2.95.  S.O.S., 
636  Eleventh  Avenue,  New  York. 


BUY  NOTHING — Until  you’ve  compared 
our  prices.  Guaranteed  savings  of  from 
10%  to  40%.  Write  us.  STAR  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CO.,  440  West  45th  St.,  New 
York  City. 


USED  VENEER  and  upholstered  chairs, 
j Ben  B.  Poblocki  & Sons  Co.,  Milwaukee, 

I Wis. 

j 

12,000  USED  UPHOLSTERED  CHAIRS. 
All  styles,  all  slopes,  all  sizes.  Largest 
stock  in  Chicago.  75c  up.  Chicago  Used 
Chair  Mart,  844  So.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 

WANTED — Two  Powers  sound  heads. 
Quote  prices  and  make.  B-1312,  Boxoffice, 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR— 

Freshen  up  your  screen 
with  NEW  Filmack 

U_^DATE  STRIPS 


Try  Our  Special  Trailersl-They're  Tops! 


FILMACK  TRAILER  CO. 

837  So.  Wabash  Ave.  • Chicago,  III. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


OPERATOR,  Lobby  man,  manager;  12 
years’  experience.  Go  anywhere.  A-1  ref- 
erences. Small  salary  to  start.  G.  P. 
Wiley,  2606  McKinney  Ave.,  Dallas,  Tex. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

THEATRE  WANTED;  Wisconsin.  Small 
town;  lease  or  buy.  Give  full  details. 
B-1305,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB.  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 

Whatever  you  want  — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER”  BLANK 

BOXOFFICE,  ( 10c  a word 

4804  East  Ninth  St.,  4 insertions 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  3 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  “CLEARING 

HOUSE  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE.  Here- 
with is  check  □ cash  □ Money  order  □ in  the  amount  of  $ 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSmCATION  WANTED  


Name  and  address  should  be  included  in  the  word  count. 


BOXOFFICE  : : December  28.  1940 


• Address  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 
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Now  in  Preparation 


It’s  the  TOPS  in  Service 
to  ALL  of  the  Industry! 


The  only  informative  and  statistical  number  issued  by  a trade  paper — local 
or  national — which  covers  the  field,  being  the  only  publication  reaching  the 
entire  industry  and  paralleling  BOXOFFlCE's  wide  circulation. 

The  splendid  informative  and  interesting  editorial  content  of  BAROMETER 
and  its  year-through  utility  value  to  our  entire  circulation  in  every  branch 
of  the  industry.  The  Modern  Theatre  section  offers  comprehensive  coverage 
of  the  equipment  field. 

An  advertisement  in  BAROMETER  covers  both  the  entire  national  field  and 
all  of  Hollywood  as  well — a coverage  that  no  other  trade  publication  could 
possibly  give  even  though  it  were  to  supply  its  special  issues  to  its  entire 
circulation.  Only  BOXOFEICE  and  the  BAROMETER  reach  all  of  the  men 
you  want  to  reach! 


Make  Your  Advertising  Reservation  NOW 
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9 Rockefeller  Plaza 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
6404  Hollywood  Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD 


332  South  Michigan  Ave. 
CHICAGO 
4804  East  Ninth  St. 
KANSAS  CITY 
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